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SUMMARY OF TESTIMONY 

WITNESS : T ' SOWAS, Robert  W. SP4 

DATE OF TESTIMONY: 31  January  1970 

PLACE OF TESTIMONY: Pentagon 

WITNESS SUSPECTED OF: Murder; v i o l a t i o n  o f  Laws o f  War; 
and d e s t r u c t i o n  o f  p r i v a t e  p r o p e r t y .  

COUNSEL: None 

DUTY ASSIGNMENT ON 1 6  MARCH 1968: Machinegunner, Th i rd  
P l a toon ,  C/1/20, 1 1 t h  I n f a n t r y  Brigade.  

1. PRIOR TRAINING I N  RULES OF LAND WARFA-. 

S p e c i a l i s t  Four T'SOUVAS t e s t i f i e d  t h a t  he  had r ece ived  
no p r i o r  t r a i n i n g  on i l l e g a l  o r d e r s .  N o  one e v e r  t o l d  him 
t h a t  he  d i d  n o t  have t o  obey an i l l e g a l  o r d e r  (pg. 24Ir 
H e  a l s o  c la imed t h a t  he had r e c e i v e d  no p r i o r  t r a i n i n g  on 
t h e  p rope r  t r e a t m e n t  of PW's o r  c i v i l i a n s .  H e  knew from 
common s e n s e  t h a t  it would be wrong t o  shoo t  them (pgs .  25,  
26, 34 ) .  

2. PREOPERATIONAL PLANS AND BRIEFINGS. 

The w i t n e s s  d i d  n o t  r eca l l  MEDINA o r  anyone else g i v i n g  
a p r e o p e r a t i o n a l  b r i e f i n g  (pgs .  5 ,  6 ) .  However, he r e c a l l e d  
t h e i r  o r d e r s  (pg.  6 )  . They w e r e  t o l d  t h a t  t h i s  would be 
a h o t  LZ and t h e y  would encounte r  t h e  48th Local  Force VC 
B a t t a l i o n  i n  My L a i  ( 4 )  (pgs.  6 ,  3 1 ) .  The miss ion  w a s  
de s igna t ed  as a s e a r c h  and d e s t r o y  miss ion  (pgs .  6 ,  10) . 
A l l  o f  t h e  v i l l a g e ' s  i n h a b i t a n t s  and l i v e s t o c k  w e r e  t o  be 
k i l l e d  (pgs. 6 ,  35) . T 'SOUVAS knew t h a t  t h i s  o r d e r  was 
wrong, and l-e " r e s i s t e d  c a r r y i n g  it o u t "  (pg. 35) . 
3. ASSAULT ON MY LA1. 

A f t e r  t h e i r  i n s e r t i o n ,  t h e  t h i r d  p l a t o o n  w a s  f i r e d  upon 
by a s n i p e r .  I n i t i a l l y ,  h i s  s q u a d ' s  a t t e n t i o n  w a s  focused on 
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l o c a t i n g  t h e  s n i p e r  (pg. 7 ) .  T'SOUVAS remembered t h a t  
tiley f i r e d  upon about  50 people  moving down t h e  road.  Some 
were h i t ,  b u t  h e  d i d  n o t  know t h e  number. H e  r e c a l l e d  
t h a t  they c ros sed  t h e  road  t o  l ook  f o r  a s n i p e r  marked by 
a h e l i c o p t e r  hover ing  above. They were a b l e  t o  f i n d  a 
weapon t h e r e .  The w i t n e s s '  group then  c ros sed  t h e  r a a d  
once aga in  n e a r  t h e  bod ie s  o f  t h e  Vietnamese they  had 
p rev ious ly  f i r e d  upon (pgs.  8-11) . The men of  C/1/20 
were doing a g r e a t  d e a l  o f  f i r i n g  (pg. 1 4 ) .  A s  they  passed 
through t h e  v i l l a g e ,  t h e r e  w e r e  dead a l l  around. H e  had no 
i d e a  how many bodies  he observed (pg. 13)  . The on ly  
r e s i s t a n c e  they  r ece ived  was t h e  s n i p e r  f i r e  j u s t  a f t e r  t h e i r  
i n s e r t i o n  (pg. 1 4 )  . 
4 .  INQUIRIES CONCERNING THE ASSAULT. 

a A f t e r  t h e  e x t r a c t i o n  of  ~ / 1 / 2 0 ,  t h e  w i t n e s s  d i d  n o t  
r e c a l l  an American o f f i c e r  t a l k i n g  wi th  them. He d i d  n o t  
know t h e * o p e r a t i o n  was i n v e s t i g a t e d  u n t i l  he  r e a d  about  
it i n  t h e  paper .  He never  hea rd  from MEDINA o r  anyone e l s e  
t h a t  t h e r e  w a s  going t o  be  an i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  He w a s  never  
t o l d  n o t  t o  d i s c u s s  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  (pgs .  1 7 ,  20, 23) . 
5 .  EXPLANATION FOR THE FAILURE OF THE MEMBERS OF C/1/20 
TO REPORT THE ATROCITIES I N  MY L A I .  

T'SOUVAS admi t ted  t h a t  a f t e r  r ead ing  about  t h e  i n c i d e n t  
r e c e n t l y  i n  t h e  newspapers, he had had an armband made up 
which s a i d ,  "Ashamed of  t h e  Americal Murders". H e  d i d  t h i s  
because h i s  consc ience  bo the red  him (pgs. 1 8 ,  29) . H e  
f u r t h e r  exp la ined  t h a t  he  has  f e l t  deep shame o v e r  what 
occur red .  H e  t o r e  many o f  t h e  Americal ~ i v i s i o n  pa t ches  
from h i s  uniforms (pgs.  18 ,  19 )  . He f e l t  t h a t  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  
o r d e r  was wrong t o  beg in  w i t h ,  and t h e  manner i n  which t h e  
o p e r a t i o n  was c a r r i e d  o u t  was wrong. He d i d  n o t  t h i n k  any- 
one would l i s t e n  o r  pay a t t e n t i o n  t o  him, s o  he never  
expressed  h i s  f e e l i n g s  p r i o r  t o  wearing t h e  a r m  band 
(pgs .  21-23, 30, 3 8 ) .  The w i t n e s s  d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  any 
d i s c u s s i o n s  among t h e  members of C/1/20 subsequent  t o  t h e  
o p e r a t i o n .  Everyone probably r e a l i z e d  t h e i r  wrongs t h e r e  
(pgs .  17 ,  32, 3 6 ) .  He opined t h a t  t h e  reason  t h e  members 
o f  C / 1 / 2 0  d i d  n o t  complain about  what occur red  i n  My ~ a f  
was t h a t  they  knew it  w a s  wrong and they wanted t o  f o r g e t  
t h e i r  wrongs by  keeping q u i e t  about  them (pgs.  35, 3 6 ) .  
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6.  OTHER INFORMATION. 

a. T'SOUVAS t e s t i f i e d  t h a t  i.t w a s  t h e  Vietnamese 
i n t e r r o g a t o r  t h a t  c u t  o f  t h e  PW's f i n g e r  and n o t  t h e  


American o f f i c e r  (pg. 1 6 ) .  


b. When t h e  CID f i r s t  t a l k e d  w i t h  him, he was 

h o s p i t a l i z e d  under t h e  i n f l u e n c e  o f  a s e l f - i n g e s t e d  

n a r c o t i c  (pg. 2 0 )  . 


c. From t h e  w i t n e s s '  s t a t e m e n t ,  t h e r e  was ev idence  
t h a t  t h e  w i t n e s s  f r e q u e n t l y  u ses  mar i juana  o r  n a r c o t i c s .  
However, he  den ied  t h a t  a s i g n i f i c a n t  number o f  s o l d i e r s  
from C/1/20 were under t h e  i n f l u e n c e  o f  mar i juana  on 
1 6  March 1 9 6 8 .  He d i d  n o t  know i f  many members of C/1/20 
had been d r i n k i n g  h e a v i l y  t h e  n i g h t  b e f o r e  (pgs .  2 7 ,  2 8 )  . 
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(The h e a r i n g  reconvened a t  1407 hour s ,  31 January 
1970.) 

MR WEST: The h e a r i n g  w i l l  come t o  o r d e r .  

RCDR : The fo l lowing  persons  a r e  p r e s e n t :  MR WEST, COL 
MILLER, MA? ZYCHOWSKI and MAJ LYNN.  

The n e x t  w i t n e s s  i s  S p e c i a l i s t  Four Robert  W .  
T 'SOUVAS . 

( S p e c i a l i s t  T'SOUVAS was c a l l e d  as a w i t n e s s ,  was 
sworn, and he  t e s t i f i e d  a s  fo l lows  :) 

W i l l  you s t q t e  your  f u l l  name, g rade ,  S o c i a l  
S e c u r i t y  number, branch of s e r v i c e ,  o r g a n i z a t i o n  and s t a t i o n .  

A.  Robert  W i l l i a m  T'SOUVAS, S p e c i a l i s t  Four ,  
US Army, Headquar ters  Th i rd  U.S. Army, F o r t  McPherson, 

Georgia. 

MR WEST: S p e c i a l i s t  T'SOUVAS, have you r ead  o u r  E x h i b i t  
M-57 about  t h e  n a t u r e  and purpose of  t h i s  i n q u i r y ?  

A. I have.  

Q *  . Do you have any q u e s t i o n s  about  i t ?  

A,  No, I d o n ' t .  

Q. Before  w e  g e t  i n t o  t h e  q u e s t i o n s ,  Colonel  MILLER 
w i l l  d i s c u s s  w i t h  you your  t e s t i m o n i a l  r i g h t s .  

COL MILLER: W e  have r e a d  s t a t e m e n t s  made by you and o t h e r  
w i tnes ses  i n  e i t h e r  t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  t h e  i n s p e c t o r  gene- 
r a l  i n v e s t i g a t i ~ n ,  o r  t h e  C I D  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  i n t o  t h e  My L a i  
matter. On t h e  b a s i s  of t h e  i n fo rma t ion  now a v a i l a b l e  t o  u s ,  
w e  have r ea son  t o  s u s p e c t  t h a t  you may have committed c e r t a i n  
o f f e n s e s  a t  My L a i  on o r  about  16 March 1968, I t h e r e f o r e  
want t o  e x p l a i n  t o  you f u l l y  o f  your  r i g h t s  w i t h  r e s p e c t  t o  
having l e g a l  counse l  o r  g i v i n g  tes t imony b e f o r e  t h i s  hea r ing .  
I ' l l  t r y  t o  cover  a l l  t h i s ,  b u t  i f  you have any q u e s t i o n s  
when I ' m  done, p l e a s e  f e e l  f r e e  t o  a sk  whatever  q u e s t i o n s  
you have. I hope you w i l l  do t h a t .  
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I knijw t h a t  a t  a p r i o r  t ime you gave a s t a t e m e n t  
t o  t h e  c r i m i n a l  i n v e s t i g a t o r s  i n  Korea a t  which t ime you were 
informed t h a t  you were suspec t ed  of t h e  o f f e n s e s  of murder, 
v i o l a t i o n s  of t h e  laws of  war,  and d e s t r u c t i o n  of p r i v a t e  
p rope r ty .  A t  one t i m e  o r  ano the r  you have made s t a t emen t s  
i n  which you s t a t e d  you k i l l e d  a number, f i v e  o r  more Vie t -
namese, i n c l u d i n g  women and g i r l s  on o r  about  16 March 1968. 
Then t h e r e  i s  ano the r  person  whom we have i n t e r r o g a t e d ,  a 
w i t n e s s  b e f o r e  us  who s a y s  s u b s t a n t i a l l y  t h e  same t h i n g .  
Now t h e s e  a c t s  may c o n s t i t u t e  t h e  o f f e n s e  of murder and may 
be war cr imes and v i o l a t i o n s  of  t h e  laws of  war.  O r  i n  t h e  
even t  t h a t  t h e s e  people  were n o t  k i l l e d  you a r e  n e v e r t h e l e s s  
s u s p e c t  of t h e  o f f e n s e  of aggrava ted  a s s a u l t  o r  a s s a u l t  w i t h  
t h e  i n t e n t  t o  commit murder. 

Inasmuch a s  you a r e  suspec t ed  of t h e s e  o f f e n s e s ,  
you have c e r t a i n  r i g h t s  w i t h  r e s p e c t  t o  t e s t i f y i n g  and t o  
counse l .  

You have t h e  r i g h t  t o  remain complete ly  s i l e n t ,  
answer no q u e s t i o n s  concerning t h e s e  m a t t e r s .  Any s t a t e m e n t  
you do make could  be  used a s  ev idence  a g a i n s t  you i n  a c r i m -
i n a l  t r i a l .  

You have t h e  r i g h t ,  i f  you wish ,  t o  c o n s u l t  w i t h  
counse l  and by counse l  I mean a q u a l i f i e d  lawyer ,  and t o  
have t h a t  counse l  p r e s e n t  w i th  you a t  t h i s  hea r ing .  This  
counse l  could be  a c i v i l i a n  lawyer of  your  cho ice ,  who would 
be  employed a t  your expense,  o r  it could be a m i l i t a r y  lawyer 
who would be  appoin ted  w i t h  no expense t o  you, o r  you may 
have bo th .  I f  yaG had a p a r t i c u l a r  counse l  and he was rea-
sonably a v a i l + l e ,  we would t r y  t o  make t h a t  o f f i c e r  a v a i l a b l e  
i f  you want counse l .  , 

Even i f  you dec ide  t h a t  you want t o  answer ques-
t i ~ n sa t  t h i s  t ime  wi thou t  having e i t h e r  m i l i t a r y  o r  c i v i l i a n  
counse l ,  o r  bo th  h e r e ,  you c e r t a i n l y  may go ahead and answer 
q u e s t i o n s .  But i f  you do ,  you may a l s o  s t o p  answering a t  
any t ime ,  you may ask f o r  counse l  t o  b e  appoin ted  and made 
a v a i l a b l e  a t  any t ime .  

I f  you dec ide  t o  have counse l  he  may be p r e s e n t  
w i t h  you a t  t h e  h e a r i n g  and you have t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  con-
s u l t  wi th  him b e f o r e  w e  ask  you any f u r t h e r  q u e s t i o n s .  Before  
we proceed any f u r t h e r  I have one q u e s t i o n ,  do you unders tand  
what I ' v e  gone through s o  f a r .  
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A. Yeah, I unders tand what you s a i d .  

Q. Do you have any q u e s t i o n s  about  what I ' v e  s a i d  
so f a r ?  

A. Right ,  I w a s n ' t  adv i sed ,  they  d i d n ' t  t e l l  me I 
was be ing  charged f o r  t h e  murder of f i v e  o r  more people.  

Q. No, I r e a l i z e  t h a t .  

A. O r  war crimes.  

Q The number was I t h i n k  conta ined  i n  your  test imony
t h a t  you gave t o  t h e  C I D .  Now t h e  s t a t emen t  i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  
you were informed t h a t  you were suspec ted  of t h e s e  o f fenses .  
I n  view of your s t a t emen t ,  of  course ,  you a r e  s t i l l  suspec ted  
of them. T h a t ' s  why I ' v e  advised  you today t h a t  you a r e  s o  
suspected.  This  does n o t  mean you have been accused of any-
t h i n g ,  b u t  anytime when somebody l i k e  myself who i s  s u b j e c t  
t o  t h e  Code s u s p e c t s  t h a t  you may have committed t h e s e  of-
f e n s e s ,  whether t h e r e  i s  proof o r  n o t ,  t h e  s u s p i c i o n  i s  su f -
f i c i e n t ,  I have an o b l i g a t i o n  t o  t e l l  you t h i s  and be s u r e  
you unders tand what your r i g h t s  a r e .  T h a t ' s  what I ' ve  j u s t  
gone through. Do you unders tand those  r i g h t s ?  

A.  I do. 

Q You can remain s i l e n t ,  you can t e s t i f y ,  you can 
have a counsel  o r  n o t  have a counse l ,  m i l i t a r y ,  o r  c i v i l i a n ,  
o r  both.  You may, a f t e r  we've s t a r t e d  t h e  q u e s t i o n i n g  de-
c i d e  t o  s t o p  answering q u e s t i o n s ,  o r  r e q u e s t  t h e  appointment 
of counse l  anytime. Now do you wish t o  have counse l?  

A. Not a t  t h e  p r e s e n t .  

Q A r e  you w i l l i n g  t o  make any s t a t emen t  and answer 
any q u e s t i o n s  a t  t h i s  t ime? 

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q - . Now i f  t h e r e  a r e  any q u e s t i o n s  t h a t  you don' t 
want t o  answer o r  d o n ' t  f e e l  t h a t  you should  answer, you can 
s o  s t a t e .  

A. Right  . 
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Q I f  you f e e l  t h e  need f o r  counse l  as  you  go a long ,  
p l e a s e  l e t  us  know. 

(The w i t n e s s  nodded i n  t h e  a f f i r m a t i v e . )  

MR WEST: W e ' l l  have a s h o r t  r e c e s s .  

(.Th.e h e a r i n g  r e c e s s e d  a t  1416 hour s ,  31 January 
1970.) 

(The h e a r i n g  reconvened a t  1 4 2 0  hou r s ,  31 January 
1970.) 

MR WEST: The h e a r i n g  w i l l  come t o  o r d e r .  

RCDR: A l l  pe rson  p r e s e n t  when t h e  h e a r i n g  r e c e s s e d  are 
aga in  p r e s e n t .  S p e c i a l i s t  T'SOUVAS, I remind you y o u ' r e  
under o a t h .  

MR WEST: S p e c i a l i s t  T'SOUVASI what was your g rade ,  your  
duty  assignment,  and your  o u t f i t  on 16 March 1968? 

A,  I was s p e c i a l i s t  f o u r ,  and my p o s i t i o n  w i t h  t h e  
company, I t h i n k  was machinegunner. 

Q. Were you p a r t  of a machinegun team? 

A.  Y e s .  

Q *  What was your  company? 

A. ~ / 1 / 2 0 ,  11 th  Brigade.  

Q C/1/20. A t  t h a t  t ime w a s  C/1/20 a p a r t  of Task 
Force Barker?  

A. I t  w a s .  

Q. Do you remember your squad l e a d e r s  name? 

A, No, I don ' t. You mean a t  t h e  t i m e .  

Q - A t  the t ime ,  yes .  

A, I t ' s  been changed s o  many t i m e s .  
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Q We've heard t h a t  t h e  people  g o t  m o v ~ daround t o  
d i f f e r e n t  squads q u i t e  a b i t  i n  Char l i e  Company. I b e l i e v e  

. you t o l d  M r .  FEHER, t h e  C I D  agen t ,  t h a t  WILLIAMS and POLSTON 
were i n  your squad. Is t h i s  t h e  way you remember i t ?  

A. : Yeah, r i g h t  t h e r e  i n  t h e  same squad. 

Q Same squad, okay. Frank WILLIAMS and Lar ry  
POLSTON? 

A. Right.  

Q Our informat ion  i s  t h a t  they  were i n  t h e  second 
squad of t h e  3d Platoon and B i l l  GRIMES was t h e  squad l eade r .  
Does t h a t  r e f r e s h  your r e c o l l e c t i o n  any. Does t h a t  sound 
r i g h t ?  

A. I can't--we were i n  a machinegun team t o g e t h e r  a s  
f a r  a s  My Lai .  I d o n ' t  remember i f  it was i n  t h i s  same in-
c iden t .  T h a t ' s  what I remember. W e  w e r e  i n  t h e  same squad. 

. Q- Okay. When d i d  you f i r s t  h e a r  about  t h i s  planned
opera t ion  a g a i n s t  My Lai  ( 4 )  Vi l l age?  

A. I c a n ' t  r e a l l y  say .  I d o n ' t  know how long it was 
be2ore it happened. 

Q: Okay, do you remember t h e  b r i e f i n g  Captain MEDINA 
gave t h e  company t h e  a f t e rnoon  b e f o r e  a t  Landing Zone Dot t ie?  

A. W e l l ,  n o t  r e a l l y ,  . no. 

Q. .Do you remember what Captain  MEDINA t o l d  t h e  com-
pany? 

A. I c a n ' t  say f o r  s u r e .  T h e r e ' s  been a l o t  t h a t  
I ' v e  r e a d  t h a t ' s  i n  my mind too ,  and a l o t  t h a t  I ' v e  heard.  

Q • W e l l ,  i f  you would j u s t  t e l l  us as b e s t  you can,  
what you remember t h a t  Captain  MEDINA t o l d  t h e  company? 

A. I c a n ' t  remember anyth ing ,  I mean--what I ' v e  heard 
from o t h e r  people ,  o t h e r  in format ion  t h a t  I ' v e  heard ,  I 
d o n ' t  r e a l l y  know i f  he  s a i d  i t ,  o r  it was j u s t  what I picked 
up from o t h e r  people .  But I d o n ' t  remember i f  it was him o r  
n o t .  I n  my mind I remember w e  w e r e  t o l d  what w e  had t o  do. 
I c a n ' t  remember who e x a c t l y  it was. 
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Q What were your  o r d e r s ,  what were you t o l d  t o  do? 

A. Well ,  we were t o l d  t h a t  we were going t o  a h o t  
l and ing  zone c a l l e d  My L a i .  I t  was supposed t o  have some 
V i e t  Cong regiment  o r  something l i k e  t h a t  i n  t h e  a r e a ,  and 
it was h e a v i l y  f o r t i f i e d .  I t  was t o  be a s e a r c h  and d e s t r o y  
~ a i s s i o n .  Orders  were g iven  t o  d e s t r o y  e v e r y t h i n g ,  a l l  t h e  
i n h a b i t a n t s  of t h e  v i l l a g e .  

Q A l l  t h e  i n h a b i t a n t s ?  

A. Right .  

Q Okay, what e l s e ?  

A. T h a t ' s  about  it. 

Q Anything s a i d  about  t h e  l i v e s t o c k ,  o r  t h e  houses ,  
burn ing  t h e  houses maybe? 

A. Well,  n o t  bu rn ing  t h e  houses ,  b u t  t o  d e s t r o y  
l i v e s t o c k .  I n  my mind I heard  o r d e r s  g iven ,  t o  k i l l  every-
t h i n g ,  l i v e s t o c k .  

Q .  Do you remember how you f e l t  t h a t  n i g h t  a f t e r  t h e  
o r d e r s  w e r e  g iven ,  what you thought  about  i t ?  

A. A f t e r  t h e  i n c i d e n t ?  

Q .  Well, a f t e r  you g o t  your  o r d e r s ,  t h e  n i g h t  b e f o r e  
you went t o  My Lai. 

A. I d o n ' t  remember. 

Q Had you e v e r  r ece ived  o r d e r s  l i k e  t h a t  be fo re?  

A. No. 

Q D i d  you a t  any t i m e  a f t e r  t h i s  r e c e i v e  s imi la r  
o r d e r s  from anyone? 

A. No. 

Q Okay. L e t ' s  go t o  t h e  nex t  day now and l e t ' s  
t a i k  about what happened a f t e r  you g o t  o u t  of  t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  
t h e  nex t  morning, r i g h t  a t  My L a i  ( 4 ) .  Do you relzember what 
l i f t  you were i n ?  

(T'SOWAS) 6 APP T-293 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

A.  No, I d o n ' t .  I c a n ' t  remember i f  it was f i r s t ,  
second,  t h i r d ,  o r  f o u r t h ,  I d o n ' t  remember. 

Q. Okay, do you remember who was i n  t h e  h e l i c o p t e r
wi th  you? 

A. No. 

Q - Do you remember who was i n  t h e  machinegun team 
wi th  you? 

A. To my knowledge I thought  it was POLSTON and--I 
c a n ' t  remember names. Names I d o n ' t  know. I c a n ' t  remember 
people  's names . 
Q W e l l  l e t ' s  see, w e ' l l  check POLSTON1s s t a t e m e n t ,  
maybe t h a t  w i l l  h e l p .  Meanwhile w e ' l l  go ahead. Can you 
remember what t h e  f i r s t  t h i n g  t h e  3d P l a t o o n  d i d  a f t e r  you 
g o t  o u t  of t h e  h e l i c o p t e r ?  

A. W e l l ,  when w e  f i r s t  g o t  o u t  ve were f i r e d  upon 
by s n i p e r s .  And t h e  squad t h a t  I w a s  w i t h ,  w e  w e r e  a l l  con-
c e n t r a t i n g  on t h i s  one s n i p e r .  

Q S p e c i a l i s t  T'SOUVAS, you now have i n  f r o n t  of you
E x h i b i t  P-1, which i s  an  e n l a r g e d  a e r i a l  photograph,  v e r t i c a l ,  
showing My L a i  ( 4 )  , and t h e  v i c i n i t y .  -The s c a l e  i s  one inch  
e q u a l s  about  e i g h t y  meters. The t o p  o f  t h e  photo  i s  t o  t h e  
nos th .  On your  r i g h t  i s  t h e  e a s t ,  go ing  toward t h e  China 
Sea. The l and ing  zone f o r  c h a r l i e  Company was on the wes t  
s i d e  of t h e  l i t t l e  hamle t  h e r e  and t h i s  i s  My L a i  ( 4 )  h e r e  
( i n d i c a t i n g ) .  Y o u ' l l  n o t i c e  t h e  main t r a i l  l e a d i n g  sou th  
from t h e  hamle t  down t o  t h i s  highway, which i s  highway 521. 
Y o u ' l l  n o t i c e  on your  l e f t  t h e r e ' s  an E x h i b i t  MAP-4, i t ' s  a 
1:25,000 s c a l e  map which a l s o  shows My L a i  and t h e  v i c i n i t y .  
Here's Ny L a i .  Y o u ' l l  n o t i c e  t h e  stream, same as on t h e  
photograph.  Y o u : l l  n o t i c e  t h e  t r a i l  l e a d i n g  s o u t h  t o  521. 
Does t h i s  look f a m i l i a r  t o  you, t h a t  a r e a ?  

A. I d o n ' t  know. I c a n ' t  r e a d  a map. 

Q. A r e  you accustomed t o  looking  a t  a i r  photographs? 

A. No. 
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Q You can imagine look ing  down on it though. Ti1i.s 
i s  t h e  l and ing  zone, t h e  r i c e  paddy where t h e  h e l i c o p t e r s  
l e t  everybody o u t .  Do you remember moving sou th  wi th  t h e  
3d P la toon ,  down a c r o s s  t h i s  streax;, and d ra inage  d i t c h  gnd 
coming t o  a road.  Do you remember t h a t ?  

A. No, I d o n ' t .  I t ' s  ha rd  t o  say .  There was a l o t  
of roads  t h a t  we passed  and every th ing- - I  cou ld  be t h e r e  
today and I d o n ' t  t h i n k  I'd remember e x a c t l y  how I went 
through.  

Q Did you e v e r  know Colonel  BARKER'S d r i v e r ,  BEARDSLEE? 

A. Not p e r s o n a l l y ,  no. I know t h e  name. 

Q Do you t h i n k  you 'd  r ecogn ize  h i s  photograph? 

A. Well ,  I ' d  probably r ecogn ize  it. I t h i n k  I seen  03him today.  d 

Q Well,  w e  just t a l k e d  t o  him and he went w i t h  t h e  
3d P la toon ,  went w i t h  Se rgean t  GRIMESs squad and a p p a r e n t l y  
went w i t h  you. Right  a long  i n  t h e  same squad w i t h  you. And a 
he  t o l d  us what o t h e r  people  have t o l d  u s ,  how t h e  p l a t o o n  

GV 

alrnost r i g h t  a f t e r  t hey  g o t  o u t  of  t h e  h e l i c o p t e r ,  moved 
down h e r e .  And they  c ros sed  down h e r e  and c ros sed  t h e  d i t c h ,  
went on down somewhere around i n  h e r e  and they  saw a bunch 
of people  moving down t h e  road h e r e ,  about  50. So they  took 
them under f i r e  about  50 ya rds  away o r  200  ya rds  away. Do 
you rentember anyth ing  l i k e  t h a t ?  

A.  I do t h a t .  

Q Do you remember s e e i n g  any of t h o s e  people  f a l l  
on t h e  road?  

A. I t h i n k  they  a l l  went f o r  cover .  

Q 9 What I r e a l l y  mean i s  when t h e  p l a t o o n  f i r e d  on 
them, d i d  they  h i t  anybody. Do you have any r e c o l l e c t i o n  of 
t h a t ?  

A. I t h i n k  they  d i d ,  

Q Do you have any i d e a  how many were h i t ?  
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A. No, I d o n ' t .  

Q Now l a t e r  on, a t  l e a s t  p a r t  of the  p la toon crossed 
t h e  road and went o f f  down i n t o  he re .  Some of t h e  men went 
over and checked these  bodies  along t h e  road. Does t h i s  re-
c a l l  anything t o  you? 

A. Yes . 
Q 0 What d i d  you do now? 

A. W e l l ,  I was--

Q e  ( In te rpos ing)  Were you ca r ry ing  an M-60? 

A. I c a n ' t - - t h a t ' s  what I c a n ' t  remember. 1 d o n ' t  
remember i f  I was o r  i f  I was ca r ry ing  a 16. I remember 
having a .45. 

Q Well could you have had t h e  M-60 and a .45? 

A. Right. Well t h e  machinegunner has  a .45. Before, 
when I was f i r s t  i n v e s t i g a t e d ,  I swore I had t h e  M-16. But 
I was a machinegunner then .  

Q Well, l e t ' s  s e e .  Along about t h i s  t ime i n  t h e  
morning, POLSTON made a s ta tement  t h a t  you were ca r ry ing  the  
M-60, s o  perhaps you were. Do you remember whether you 
c rcssed  the  read do:m. t h e r e .  

A. Sure,  I remember c r o s s i n g  t h e  road. We were 
looking f o r  a s p o t  where a h e l i c o p t e r  was hovering,  where 
t h e r e  was supposed t o  be a hidden s n i p e r ,  and t h e r e  was. 

Q: Did you f i n d  anything? 

A. Well, when we w a s  looking through t h e  shrubbery,  
I d i d n ' t  f i n d  it myself ,  somebody e l s e  found it. We were 
mostly concerned with f ind ing  ou t  where t h e  weapon was. 

Q. What happened next?  

A. Well t o  my knowledge they  found t h e  weapon, and 
the  company and people moved ou t .  
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Q. What d i d  t h e  p l a t o o n  do n e x t ,  can you tell us 
where t h e  p l a t o o n  went a f t e r  t h i s ?  

A. I cannot .  I d o n ' t  remember what direc-[:ion w e  
went,  b u t  w e  headed towards ,  I guess ,  t h e  v i i l a g e .  

Q. The p l a t o o n  was supposed t o  have gone back t o  
j u s t  about  where it s t a r t e d ,  up i n  h e r e  ( i n d i c a t i n g ) .  Do 
you remember moving back up toward My La i ,  any th ing  t h a t  
happened-- ' 

A. Toward where w e  w e r e  dropped o f f ?  

Q. Yes. . Do you remember anyth ing  t h a t  happened
a long  t h e  way? 

A. No, I d o n ' t .  

Q See anyth ing?  

A. W e l l ,  w e  passed  over  t h e  people  t h a t  w e r e  s h o t  
when w e  f i r s t  came o f f  t h e  h e i i c o p t e r .  Regrouped and t h e n  
w e  pushed up through t h e  v i l l a g e .  

Q. DO you remember what o r d e r s  were g iven  t o  you a t  
t h i s  t ime b e f o r e  you moved i n t o  t h e  v i l l a g e .  Whether any 
o r d e r s  were given? 

A. No, I d o n ' t .  

Q What w a s  t h e  miss ion  of  t h e  p l a toon  i n  t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

A. To s e a r c h  and d e s t r o y .  

Q . Okay. Weli what d i d  t h e  men of  t h e  p l a t o o n  do 
then  as you moved through t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

A. Search and d e s t r o y .  

Q A l l  r i g h t .  Can you t e l l  us w i t h  some d e t a i l  what 
you saw t h e r e  a s  you moved a long? 

A. Well ,  I w a s ,  I guess--no, I r e a l l y  c a n ' t .  I t  j u s t  
d o e s n ' t  come t o  my mind, what happened. 
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MAJ ZYCHOWSKI: S p e c i a l i s t  T'SOUVAS, j u s t  t o  c l a r i f y  some-
t h i n g  i n  my mind, perhaps I d i d  n o t  unders tand you c o r r e c t l y ,  
b u t  when yo^ mentioned you came back a c r o s s  t h e  highway 
t h e r e ,  you came back t o  j u s t  about  where you landed.  Did I 
unders tand you t o  say  n e a r  some bod ie s  t h a t  you saw be fo re?  

A. Well,  l i k e  M r .  WEST s a i d ,  when w e  f i r s t  came o f 2 ,  
and came toward t h e  v i l l a g e  where t h a t  s n i p e r  was a t ,  w e l l  
we c ros sed  t h e  road t o  where t h e  people  were running and w e  
f i r s t  opened up. W e  came back a c r o s s  t h e  same road where 
t h e  bod ie s  were,  almost  t h e  s p o t  where w e  were dropped o f f .  

Q. Okay, t h e  bod ie s  y o u ' r e  t a l k i n g  about  w e r e  t h o s e  
on t h e  road  t h e r e .  

A. Right . 
Q- Okay, I thought  you i n d i c a t e d  they  were up t h e r e  
n e a r  t h e  LZ someplace. 

A .  No. 

MR WEST: A l l  r i g h t ,  S p e c i a l i s t  T'SOUVAS, can you remember 
a t  a l l  t h e  r o u t e  you took through t h e  v i l l a g e ,  through My 
L a i  ( 4 ) ?  

A. Well,  i n  my mind I can p i c t u r e  it, b u t  I mean on 
t h i s  k i n d  o f  map, I c a n ' t .  

Q. A l l  r i g h t .  Can you j u s t  t e l l  us what you have i n  
your  mind, what you do remember. You know, j u s t  i n  your own 
words, it d o e s n ' t  have t o  be e x a c t ,  j u s t  t h e  impression--  

A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  W e l l ,  i t ' s  ha rd  t o  e x p l a i n  it, I 
mean, t h e r e  w a s  a road  h e r e ,  a t r e e  h e r e ,  i t ' s  h a r d  t o ,  you 
know, p o i n t  it o u t  s p e c i f i c a l l y .  

Q- We unders tand ,  now, you might look back o f f  t o  
your  r i g h t  r e a r  t h e r e  i s  a s k e t c h  ( E x h i b i t  MAP-8) made by 
some members of t h e  eng inee r  corp.  Now t h e s e  men a r e  map- 
makers, a r t i s t s ,  t hey  went i n  t o  My L a i  ( 4 ) ,  went a l l  ove r  
t h e  p l a c e ,  took e x a c t  measurements, had photographs ,  worked 
from it, and t h i s  i s  a r ep roduc t ion  of My L a i  ( 4 ) .  You can 
see i n d i c a t i o n s  o f  t h e  symbols t h e r e ,  b u i l d i n g ,  w e l l s ,  and 
o t h e r  p l a c e s .  The g reen ,  o f  cou r se ,  i s  v e g e t a t i o n .  Maybe 
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t h i s  w i l l  h e l p  you remember j u s t  about what i t  was l i k e ,  
because you can s e e  t h e  p l a c e  i s  a l l  c u t  up by  l i t t l e  l i v i n g  
p l o t s ,  and c u l t i v a t e d  ground,  and t r e e s ,  and shrubbery be-
tween. So t h a t  you could  be  i n  one p l a c e  t h e r e  and n o t ' b e  
a b l e  t o  s e e  more than  perhaps  30, 40, 50 f e e t  i n  any d i r e c -
t i o n .  Does t h i s  look a t  a l i  f a m i l i a r  t o  you now? 

A. No. 

Q No. Well ,  i f  you w i l l  p l e a s e ,  j u s t  t e l l  us your
r e c o l l e c t i o n ,  j u s t  t h e  impress ion  you had. This  could  be  
very impor tan t  t o  u s .  I t ' s  l i k e  no th ing  t h a t  e v e r  happened 
t o  you b e f o r e ,  i s n ' t  i t ?  

A. Right  . 
Q You d o n ' t  have t o  t e l l  any th ing  t h a t  i n v o l v e s  
you p e r s o n a l l y  i f  you d o n ' t  want t o .  

A .  No, I c a n ' t ,  you know, r e a l l y  p u t  it i n t o  words 
on how w e  moved. 

Q Well,  I understand--

A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  I t ' s  j u s t  b l o t c h e s  i n  my mind. 

Q I s e e .  Our unders tanding  i s  t h a t  t h e  3d P la toon  
as it moved through had t h e  miss ion of mopping up, you might 
s ay .  One man t o l d  us t h e  3d P la toon  was t h e  d r a g  p l a toon ,  
they  came on beh ind ,  s ea rched  hootches ,  and burned them. 
And i f  t hey  found any crops  o r  food it was des t royed ,  s h o t  
any l i v e s t o c k  s t i l l  l i v i n g .  And some o t h e r  w i t n e s s e s  t o l d  
us they s h o t  any people  t hey  found, A t  l e a s t  some of  t h e  
people  they  fourid were s t i l l  a l i v e .  T h a t ' s  t h e  g e n e r a l  
p i c t u r e  we 've  had up t o  now. You were t h e r e  and each w i t -
n e s s  t e l l s  us something a l i t t l e  d i f f e r e n t  from h i s  own 
p o i n t  of view. This  i s  what we'd hoped t o  g e t  from you. 

A. Well ,  what you j u s t  s a i d  i s  j u s t  l i k e  p u t t i n g  
words i n  my mouth i n  a way. 

Q Yes, I ' m  t r y i n g  t o  r e c r e a t e  t h e  s cene  f o r  you a 
l i t t l e  b i t .  

A. That  was t h e  miss ion  of t h e  infantry--was t o  w e l l ,  
I d o n ' t  know i f  we were mop up o r  i f  w e  were o u t  f r o n t  o r  n o t .  
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people  w e r e  t h e r e ,  people  were dead i n  f r o n t  of u s ,  people  
were dead behind  us .  

Q Actua l ly  t h e  1st and 2d P la toons  had gone on i n  
e a r l i e r .  While you were down s o u t h ,  down a long  t h e  road,  
they w e r e  working through.  So they  had a l r e a d y  been through 
ahead of you. W e l l ,  l e t s  p u t  it i n  t h e s e  terms, w h a t , d i d  
you see when you g o t  i n s i d e  t h e  p l ace?  

A. A l o t  of  dead b o d i e s ,  a l o t  of  hootches  t o r n  
a p a r t .  

Q A l l  r i g h t ,  d i d  you s e e  any l a r g e  groups of dead 
bodies  anyplace? 

A. What do you mean by l a r g e  groups? 

Q W e l l ,  10 o r  12 o r  20 .  

A. N o ,  I d i d n ' t .  

Q - Because o t h e r  w i t n e s s e s  have t o l d  us of s ee ing  
t h i n g s  l i k e  t h a t .  

A. I t h i n k  a t  t h e  most I seen  would be about seven.  
Seven t o  e i g h t  bod ie s .  

Q Could you see dead bod ie s  a l l  through t h e  p l a c e s  
you walked through? 

A. Y e s .  

Q. Do you have any i d e a  how many t o t a l ?  

A. No. 

Q Did you encounter  any r e s i s t a n c e  a t  a l l  anywhere 
a s  you went through t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

A. What do you mean? 

Q Any enemy f i r e ,  Did any of t h e  Vietnamese people  
have weapons o r  hand grenades ,  o r  t r y  t o  o f f e r  any r e s i s t a n c e  
o r  f i g h t  back? 
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A. Well, I d o n ' t  know i f  t h e r e  was. When we f i r s t  
g o t  o f f  we g o t  some r e s i s t a n c e  t h a t  I know o f ,  when we f i r s t  
g o t  t h e r e ,  

Q. When t h e r e  was a s n i p e r ?  

A. Right ,  ox whatever it was. 

Q I see .  Right a t  t h a t  time. 

A .  T h a t ' s  a l l  I know. 

Q Y e s ,  okay. 

A. You c o u l d n ' t  t e l l  i f  somebody was shoot ing  a t  you 
o r  what because t h e r e ' s  s o  much--so many weapons t h a t  were 
going o f f  it was p r e t t y  hard  t o  say .  T h e  only t ime you could 
t e l l  you were g e t t i n g  s h o t  a t  i s  i f  you were d i r e c t l y  s h o t  a t .  

Q So t h e  men of t h e  company were doing a l o t  of 
f i r i n g  a l l  over t h e  p lace  t h a t  day. 

A. Yes. 

Q - D o  you renember where it was t h a t  you l e f t  My
Lai  (4), when you go t  o u t  of i t ?  

A. No, I don ' t .  

Q Did you co~aeo u t  on t h e  e a s t  end, f o r  example? 

Q ( In te rpos ing)  Do you remember going i n t o  any
o t h e r  l i t t l e  hamlet nearby af te rwards?  A f t e r  you g o t  through 
b~yLai ( 4 )  h e r e ,  do you remember going through any o t h e r  
l i t t l e  p lace  around t h e r e ,  a group of houses. 

A. No everyth ing  was just--was i n  one bunch, t o  me 
t h a t  was i t .  Everything was just--I  don' t--I d i d n ' t  know, 
you know, I th ink  it was c a l l e d  P i n k v i l l e ,  t h a t  was it. I 
d i d n ' t  know it was My Lai  (1)--I heard it was a My Lai  ( I ) ,  
(21 ,  (31, ( 4 ) ,  ( 5 1 ,  and ( 6 ) .  

Q Well, t h a t ' s  r i g h t .  
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A. Then I was advised  it was only  My Lai  ( 4 ) ,  (51,  
and (6). 

Q* Y o u ' l l  n o t i c e  on t h e  map h e r e ,  C h a r l i e  Company
s t a r t e d  o u t  by h i t t i n g  w h a t ' s  marked on t h e  map as My Lai  
( 4 ) .  Then up h e r e  you have ano the r  p l a c e  t h e  map c a l l s  My 
La i  ( 5 )  , t h a t ' s  r i g h t  h e r e .  The Vietnamese name a c t u a l l y  
is  Binh Dong. These a r e  l i t t l e  grown up a r e a s  w i t h  a few 
houses s c a t t e r e d  around h e r e  and some c u l t i v a t e d  p l o t s .  
Then My Lai  ( 6 )  i s  on beyond, you can s e e  it on t h e  map 
( E x h i b i t  MAP-4) , ove r  h e r e  ( i n d i c a t i n g )  , on t h e  s e a c o a s t .  

A.  We've had--we 've  had--

Q • ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Here ' s  My L a i  ( 3 )  up h e r e  a c r o s s  
t h e  r i v e r  t o  t h e  n o r t h .  Then you g o t  ' M ~L a i  ( I ) ,which is  
t h e  r e a l  P i n k v i l l e .  And t h a t ' s  r i g h t  around t h e  s e a c o a s t .  
And i t ' s  always p ink  on t h e  map, t h a t ' s  why it g o t  t h e  name 
P i n k v i l l e .  You remember t h a t  perhaps .  DO you remember where 
yon s p e n t  t h e  n i g h t  t h e  f i r s t  n i g h t  o u t ,  t h e  n i g h t  of  t h e  
16 th?  

A. No, I don' t ,  I thought  w e  wqnt back i n  a f t e r  t h i s .  

. Q - No, t h e  company moved t o  t h e  e a s t  somewhere a-
round My L a i  ( 6 ) ,  jo ined  up w i t h  B/4/3 I n f a n t r y  and s p e n t  
t h e  n i g h t  i n  t h e  f i e l d .  I t h i n k  you must have remembered 
t h i n g s  a l i t t l e  more c l e a r l y  when you t a l k e d  t o  M r .  FEHER. 
L e t  me ask you t h i s  now. When you w e r e ,  l a t e  t h a t  a f t e r -
noon, when you were i n  your  n i g h t  l a a g e r  p o s i t i o n ,  do you 
remember s e e i n g  sonie N a t i o n a l  P o l i c e  q u e s t i o n i n g  some VC 
s u s p e c t s ?  

A. I d o n ' t  know i f  t h e y  w e r e  N a t i o n a l  P o l i c e  o r  n o t .  
I mean I d o n ' t  even know what you mean by t h e  N a t i o n a l  Pol-
i c e  q u e s t i o n i n g  s u s p e c t s .  

, - I _ I 

Q- W e l l ,  d i d  you see any--

A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  What t i m e ?  

Q m .  W e l l ,  t h i s  w a s  about  l a t e  i n  t h e  day. 

A. I t  w a s  t h e  s a m e  day? 

Q Same day. 
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Right  a f t e r  w e  g o t  th rough  t h e  v i l l a g e  o r  what? 

Q Yes, same day. Do you remember t e l l i n g  M r .  FEHER 
about  an American o f f i c e r  who w a s  q u e s t i o n i n g  a s u s p e c t ?  

A. I do. 

Q. T e l l  us t h a t  i n c i d e n t .  

A .  Well,  I d o n ' t  know word f o r  word o r  any th ing ,  and 
I d o n ' t  know where it was, I remember an o f f i c e r  and a V i e t -
namese i n t e r r o g a t o r  n o t  a policeman, t o  my knowledge, ques-
t i o n i n g  p r i s o n e r s .  

Q Did you s e e  t h e  American o f f i c e r  do any th ing  t o  
t h e  s u s p e c t ?  

A. Not t h a t  I--I d o n ' t  know, I c a n ' t  r e a l l y  say .  I 
c a n ' t  answer t h a t .  I d o n ' t  know. I remember an i n c i d e n t  
where I t h i n k  it w a s  Vietnamese were--cut f i n g e r s  o f f ,  p u t  
it t h a t  way. But I c a n ' t  remember--I c a n ' t  remember, I d o n ' t  
know, I c a n ' t  remember. 

Q Okay. I ' l l  r e a d  you something o u t  of t h i s  state-
ment you gave M r .  FEHER. 

"There was an American o f f i c e r  t h a t  was i n t e r r o -
g a t i n g  a VC s u s p e c t .  The nex t  t h i n g  I seen  t h a t  he c u t  a f e w  
f i n g e r s  o f f  h i s  hand. And he k e p t  t a l k i n g  Vietnamese t o  t h e  
pe r son ,  and pe r son  i n t e r r o g a t i n g  d i d n ' t  b e l i e v e  him s o  he  
s h o t  him. I t  w a s  not t h e  American o f f i c e r  t h a t  s h o t  him, 
b u t  h i s  Vietnamese i n t e r p r e t e r .  " 

A. Tha t  's w r i t t e n  wrong, . typed . o u t  wrong. 

Q Thi s  i s  n o t  c o r r e c t  then?  

A. The Vietnamese person  was t h e  one t h a t  c u t  t h e  
f i n g e r s  o f f .  The man w a s  s h o t  a f t e r w a r d s ,  b u t  it w a s n ' t  t h e  
o f f i c e r ,  t h e  American who c u t  t h e  f i n g e r s  o f f .  

Q Do you remember be ing  flown back t o  Landing Zone 
D o t t i e  i n  a h e l i c o p t e r ?  

A. I d o n ' t  know where, I c a n ' t  remember what LZ w e  
went t o  a f t e r  t h i s .  
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Q You remember going back t~ some LZ, don' t you? 

A. Yes, s i r .  

Q * .  When you and the  o t h e r s  go t  ou t  of t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  
' do you remember an o f f i c e r  t a l k i n g  t o  you? 

A. No, I don ' t .  

Q. Were you met t h e r e  by an o f f i c e r  who t a l k e d  t o  
the  group? . , 

A. No, n o t  t o  my knowledge. 

Q- Do you remember Captain MEDINA g e t t i n g  t h e  com-
pany toge the r  and t a l k i n g  t o  them about what had happened 
i n  My Lai  ( 4 )  on t h e  16th ,  saying  t h a t  t h e r e  was an i n v e s t i -
g a t i o n  going on? 

A* No. 

Q You doii 't remember t h a t ?  

(The wi tness  gave a nega t ive  response.)  

Did any i n v e s t i g a t i n g  o f f i c e r  e v e r  come around 
t o  t a l k  t o  you about My Lai ( 4 ) ,  i n  Vietnam? 

A. No, I d i d n ' t  knm a~thing&out an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  
u n t i l  j u s t  r e c e n t l y  when I seen  i t  i n  t h e  paper myself. 

Q. Did you and t h e  o t h e r  men of t h e  company t a l k  
about My Lai  ( 4 )  a f te rwards?  

A. Not t h a t  I know o f ,  n o t  t o  my knowledge, 

Q- Did you r e a l i z e  what had gone on t h e r e  t h a t  day? 

A. Yes. 

Q. A s  I i n d i c a t e d  we have a s ta tement  t h a t  M r .  FEHER 
took from you. This  i s  taken i n  Seoul ,  Korea on 3 Decen-her 
1969 .  I a l s o  have a s ta tement  taken t h e  next  day on 4 Dec-
ember from your f i r s t  .sergeant.  Your f i r s t  s e rgean t  is--looks 
l i k e  h i s  name is  LINDSAY, Sergeant  LINDSAY, Arthur  LINDSAY. 
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A. LINDSAY, we d o n ' t  have a f i r s t  s e r g e a n t  LINDSAY. 

Q- Thi s  i s  a ve ry  f a i n t  copy, maybe I ' m  r e a d i n g  it  
wrong. Looks l i k e  LINDSAY, Ar thur  LINDSAY. 

A. Must be  a new f i r s t  s e r g e a n t .  

Q Okay. H e  s ays  t h i s :  "On 30 November 1969 I as-
sumed duty as f i r s t  s e r g e a n t ,  C/1/38 I n f a n t r y ,  2d Div i s ion ,  
this i s  i n  Korea. S p e c i a l i s t  Four Robert W. T'SOWAS was a 
member of t h e  conipany b e f o r e  my a r r i v a l .  " Then he  t a i k s  a-
bout  s e e i n g  you i n  t h e  mess h a l l .  He s e n t  two s o l d i e r s  t o  
b r i n g  you i n t o  t h e  o r d e r l y  room. Do you remember t h i s ?  

A. I d o n ' t  remember them b r i n g i n g  me t o  t h e  o r d e r l y  
room, b u t  I remember a new f i r s t  s e r g e a n t  coming t o  t h e  com-
pany 

Q I want t o  ask you about  j u s t  one p a r t i c u l a r  i n c i -
den t .  According t o  h i s  s t a t e m e n t ,  he s e n t  two s o l d i e r s  t o  
b r i n g  you t o  t h e  o r d e r l y  room and when you came i n  Se rgean t  
LINDSAY observed you were wear ing an armband which b o r e  t h e  
words, "Ashamed of t h e  America1 murderers.  " Well, t h a t ' s  
a l l  t h a t ' s  p e r t i n e n t .  I wanted t o  ask you about  t h a t  arm-
band. I t ' s  a r a t h e r  unusual  t h i n g  t o  be  wearing.  

A. I t ' s  n o t  unusual .  I guess  I was ashamed, ashamed 
t o  be i n  t h e  America1 Div i s ion .  I was r e a l l y  ashamed t o  s e e  
t h e  p a p e r s ,  what they  had i n  them. That  was t h e  r ea son  I 
p u t  it on. 

Q You were ashamed of t h e  s t o r y  t h a t  w a s  coming o u t  
i n  t h e  papers?  

A. Yes, when I f i r s t  n o t i c e d  it. T h a t ' s  when I 
s t a r t e d  r e s i s t i n g ,  I wouldn ' t  do no th ing .  I t  d i s g r a c e d  me, 
I was ashamed t o  be  i n  t h e  Army, I was ashamed to--

Q ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  How d i d  t h e  armband ge t ,made  up?
Did you make i t ?  

A. I had some m a t e r i a l .  

Q Somebody make it f o r  you? 

A.  Yes, a Korean t a i l o r  made it, c u t  t h e  m a t e r i a l  
o u t .  
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Q W e l l ,  do I understand th i - s  was your way of pro-
t e s t i n g  what happened and making your f e e l i n g s  known. Did 
you s o r t  of c a r r y  t h i s  burden wi th  you a l l  t h i s  t i m e  and ' 

your f e e l i n g s  about it. 

A. Right ,  I j u s t  never  expressed  myself .  

Q You k e p t  it t o  y o u r s e l f ?  

A. I h a d n ' t  even r e a l i z e d  it u n t i l  t h e  f a c t s  s t a r t e d  
corning o u t  i n  t h e  paper .  That r e a l l y  shamed me, i n  f a c t  I 
t o r e  o f f  h a l f  my America1 Div is ion  pa tches .  

Q It h a d n ' t  r e a l l y  h i t  you b e f o r e  t h a t  t ime? 

A .  No, I mean, it was on my mind. 

Q. How about t h e  o t h e r  men i n  C h a r l i e  Company? We've 
had some wi tnesses  t e l l  us t h a t  many men f e l t  bad about it, 
were ashemed, and some men j u s t  thought  it was g r e a t .  

A. T h a t ' s  hard  t o  say.  Some men p u t  it down. Some 
men looked upon it r i g h t ,  some men looked upon it l i k e  being 
wrong. That was t h e  opinion everywhere I went a f t e r  t h e  
t h i n g  came o u t  i n  t h e  paper.  I had a l l  k inds  of s h i t  h i t  me. 

Q - Well,  d i d  anyone g ive  you a hard  t i m e  because o f  
i t ,  when t h e  word g o t  o u t ,  j u s t  because you were i n  t h e  Arner-
i c a l  Div is ion?  

A. Some d i d .  

Q. When d i d  you g e t  t h e  i d e a  of t h e  arrnband and mak-
i n g  t h e  v i s i b l e  p r o t e s t  about i t ?  

A. I guess when it came o u t  i n  t h e  papers .  

Q - Did you g e t  i n t o  any t r o u b l e  over  t h i s  wearing 
t h e  armband? 

A. No, t h e  only  t h i n g  t h a t  I know is  t h a t  it was 
taken away from m e .  T h a t ' s  a l l  I know. I was on a--I d o n ' t  
even remember it be ing  taken  away from me--when I woke up. 

0. .  Did you g e t  p u t  on r e s t r i c t i o n  o r  anything,  e x t r a  
duty? 
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A. N o ,  I was s e n t  t o  t h e  h o s p i t a l .  

Q How long  were you i n  t h e  h o s p i t a l ?  

A. About 5 days. I was t h e r e  f o r  a drug wi thdrawl .  

Q- I see. 

A. When I passed  o u t  on some n a r c o t i c s .  And t h a t ' s  
when t h e  armband w a s  t aken  from me. T h a t ' s  when I was i n -
v e s t i g a t e d ,  when I w a s  under t h e  i n f l u e n c e  of  n a r c o t i c s .  

Q - Okay. I hope we've exp la ined  t o  you, made c l e a r  
what w e  ' r e  t r y i n g  t o  do h e r e .  We're t r y i n g  t o  f i n d  o u t ,  you 
know, j u s t  what happened t h e r e .  We're t r y i n g  t o  f i n d  o u t  
t h i n g s  about t h e  company. Trying t o  l e a r n  whether a f t e r  
t h i s  happened t h e  d i v i s i o n  and t h e  o t h e r  u n i t s  i nvo lved  made 
a proper  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  t o  l e a r n  what w a s  going on,  what had 
happened and took a p p r o p r i a t e  a c t i o n .  O r  whether t h e r e  w a s  
a s o - c a l l e d  coverup. This  i s  one r ea son  why I asked you a 
few minutes ago i f  you had been t o l d  t h e r e  was an i n v e s t i g a -
t i o n  o r  i f  anybody came around t o  t a l k  t o  you, o r  i f  you w e r e  
perhaps  t o l d  t o  keep q u i e t  about it, o r  anyth ing  l i k e  t h a t .  
See, w e ' r e  t r y i n g  t o  f i n d  o u t  i f  t h e r e  was a coverup a t  t h e  
t ime.  I',ll ask you a g a i n ,  d i d  you e v e r  h e a r  anyth ing  about  
an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  w h i l e  you were i n  Vietnam? 

A. No, I d i d n ' t .  

Q Never d i d ?  Anything e v e r  happen t h e r e  t h a t  would 
load ydu t o  t h i n k  perhaps t h e r e  was an e f f o r t  t o  cover  it 
up, keep it q u i e t ?  

A. N o ,  I d o n ' t .  I mean r i g h t  a f t e r  My La i ,  I d o n ' t  
know how long  a f t e r ,  b u t  t h a t ' s  when we swi tched  company 
commanders and t h a t  ' s  a l l  I know. 

Q- T h a t ' s  r i g h t ,  Cap ta in -MEDINA went up,  I b e l i e v e ,  
t o  work i n  the--

Something. 

Q The 3 I t h i n k ,  t h a t ' s  r i g h t .  But you c a n ' t  r e m e m -
b e r  anyth ing  e l s e  happening? 

A. N o .  
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MAJ ZYCHOWSKI: S p e c i a l i s t  T ' S O U V A S ,  whai: was your  f e e l i n g  
a f t e r  t h i s  o p e r a t i o n  a t  My Lai  ( 4 ) ,  how d i d  you f e e l  about 
i t ?  

A .  Well,  I d o n ' t  know how I f e l t  r i g h t  a f t e r  it 
happened, b u t  I knew it wrong. My feel ings--myself  I knew 
it was wrong from t h e  beginning.  The o r d e r  w a s  vTrong t o  
beg in  w i t h ,  even b e f o r e  we went i n  t h e r e .  

Q So your  p e r s o n a l  f e e l i n g  then ,  r i g h t  a f t e r  t h i s  
happened, was t h a t  it was wrong t o  s t a r t  w i th?  

A. Even b e f o r e  w e  went i n  I knew it was--I w a s  a-
g a i n s t  it. This  going and s e a r c h i n g  and des t roy ing .  

Q. You mentioned t h a t  you r e a l l y  f e l t  bad about  t h i s  
t h i n g  a f t e r  it came o u t  i n  t h e  newspapers, i s  t h i s  c o r r e c t ?  

A .  Yes. 

Q The f e e l i n g  I g e t  i s  t h a t  you r e a l l y  d i d n ' t  t h i n k  
t o o  much about  it when it f i r s t  happened, b u t  it only  
bo the red  you--

A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  I ' d  t h i n k  about  it, b u t  I had no 
reason  t o  exp res s  my f e e l i n g s  t o  anybody else about  it. 

Q. So you d i d  n o t ?  

A. No, I d i d n ' t  exp res s  my f e e l i n g s ,  no. I guess 
most people  thought  I was s t u p i d .  

Q. They would have thought  you w e r e  s t u p i d  i f  you 
would have t r i e d  t o  exp res s  t h i s ?  

A. Sure.  I mean t h e r e  w a s  nobody I cou ld  exp res s  it 
t o .  

Q- I ' m  s o r r y ,  I--

A , (interposing) I had no r ea son  t o  exp res s  my opin-
ion .  I mean i f  I would exp res s  it, I mean, I guess  I would 
have j u s t  been- - the i r  backs  would have been t u r n e d  on m e .  

MR WEST: You mean you f e l t  l i k e  t h e r e ' s  nobody you could 
t a l k  t o ?  

21 
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A.  Seemed t h a t  way. 

Q Do you know BERNHARDT? 

A. Yes. I d o n ' t  know. I f  I seen  him I could  pro-
bably  t e l l  you, b u t  l i k e  names, I c a n vt p u t  w i th  f a c e s .  I 
know most people  j u s t  by looks .  

Q Well,  a c t u a l l y  BERNHARDT was i n  t h e  2d P la toon .  
H e  w a s  a man who d i d n ' t  j o i n  i n .  He d i d n ' t  shoo t  anybody. 
H e  thought  it w a s  wrong. He t a i k e d  about it even wh i l e  it 
w a s  going on. Did you know BUNNING i n  t h e  f i r s t  squad of  
your  p l a toon?  Big man--

A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  I n  my p l a toon?  

Q No, he was i n  t h e  f i r s t  squad,  he was i n  HODGES 
squad .. 

Q • ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  No, w a i t  a minute, BUNNING was i n  
t h e  2d P la toon .  

A. A real  t a l l  fe l low? 

Q . He was a b i g  f e l l o w ,  y e s .  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  he s h o t  
anybody. A t  any r a t e  you thought  you d i d n ' t  have anybody t o  
t a l k  t o ,  is  t h a t  i t ?  

A.  I had no one to-- I  c a n ' t  exp res s  it. There was 
nobody t o  t u r n  t o  and s o r t  of show my sympathy f o r  it. They 
wouldn ' t  have p a i d  m e  any a t t e n t i o n .  I t  would have j u s t  
r o l l e d  o f f  l i k e  it never  happened. 

Q . You t a l k i n g  now about  t h e  o t h e r  members of your  
squad? 

A. When I g o t  home I j u s t  t r i e d  t o  f o r g e t  Vietnam 
completely.  I d i d n ' t  t h i n k  about it a t  a l l .  

Q. How about  PENDLETON, d i d  you know PENDLETON? 

A. I d i d .  

22 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

APP T-293 



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

Q- S p e c i a l i s t  T'SOUVAS, it seems p l a i n  t h a t  you
thought  about  t h i s  a g r e a t  d e a l ,  you t h i n k  it was wrong, you 
f e e l  s t r o n g l y  about  it. Do you have any thoughts  you could 
g ive  us about  what was wrong, and what shou ld  be  done t o  
change t h i n g s ?  Make them b e t t e r  s o  maybe t h i s  k ind  of t h i n g  
won' t  happen agnin? 

A. I d o n ' t  know how, you know, i t ' s  ha rd  t o  h i t  it, 
what I want t o  say .  

Q a  W e l l ,  j u s t  t a k e  your  t i m e .  

A. W i l l  you r e p e a t  t h a t  q u e s t i o n ,  aga in?  

Q g  W e l l ,  w e  can s e e  t h a t  you thought  t h a t  t h e  t h i n g s  
t h a t  happpened t h e r e  t h a t  day w e r e  wrong, wrong from t h e  
s t a r t ,  I guess .  

A. Right .  

Q S t a r t i n g  o f f  w i t h  t h e  o r d e r .  And I ' m  s u r e  you 
thought  about  t h i s  a good b i t  and do you have any i d e a s  how 
we could c o r r e c t  t h i n g s  s o  t h a t  t h i s  wou ldn ' t  happen--

A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  You c a n ' t  change something t h a t ' s  
a l r e a d y  done. 

Q .  I know t h a t ,  b u t  have you g o t  some thoughts  a s  t o  
what w e  cou ld  do maybe i n  t r a i n i n g  o r  o t h e r  t h i n g s  t o  keep 
t h i s  s o r t  of t h i n g  from ever happening aga in?  

A. W e l l  no, n o t  i n  t r a i n i n g ,  because  a l l  t h e  Amy 
t r a i n i n g  I had d i d n ' t  do any good when I g o t  t o  Vietnam. I 
mean I d i d n ' t  l e a r n  no th ing  i n  t r a i n i n g ,  p u t  it t h a t  way. 
Because they  d o n ' t  t e ach  you no th ing  i n  t r a i n i n g ,  n o t  t h e  
s t u f f  you have t o  l e a r n  when you g e t  t o  Vietnam. Bas i c  
t r a i n i n g ,  AIT t r a i n i n g  j u s t  4 months of  was ted  t i m e .  

Q- A r e  you say ing  you r a n  up a g a i n s t  s i t u a t i o n s  t h a t  
j u s t  w e r e n ' t  covered i n  your  t r a i n i n g ?  

A. W e l l ,  they--you know, I mean I d i d n ' t  know no th ing  
when I g o t  t o  Vietnam. I mean they  rushed  you through map 
r ead ing  and s t u f f  l i k e  t h a t .  T h a t ' s  why I s t i l l  c a n ' t  r ead  
a map. I mean I c a i i ' t  s ay .  I ' m  j u s t  a SP4. I d o n ' t  know 
what t o  do and what n o t  t o  do because I w a s n ' t  t a u g h t .  
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Q - Well,  we've had some sugges t ions  from sorue of o u r  
w i t n e s s e s ,  who sugges t ed  some changes i n  t h e  training they  
might make, t h a t  would h e l p  p reven t  such a t h i n g  from hap-
pening aga in .  

A. Well ,  s p e c i f i c  o r d e r s ,  t h a t  would p r e v e n t  it 
r i g h t  t h e r e .  I mean s p e c i f i c  i n s t r u c t i o n s  on e x a c t l y  how t o  
go through and what t o  do. I mean, on a person go ing  through 
h i s  f i r s t  s e a r c h  and d e s t r o y  miss ion ,  j u s t  t e l l  him t o  go i n ,  
j u s t  s ea rch  and d e s t r o y ,  and t h a t ' s  j u s t  what i t ' s  going t o  
be .  I mean what would come t o  your  mind s e a r c h  and d e s t r o y ?  
I mean t h a t  d o e s n ' t  e x p l a i n  no th ing .  I t  was i d i o t i c  f o r  
someone t o  k i l l  an imals ,  cause  animals d o n ' t  k i l l  people .  
Why k i l l  bab ie s  when b a b i e s  c a n ' t  even l i f t  weapons? 

Q The company unders tood t h a t  t h i s  i s  what you w e r e  
supposed t o  do, i s  t h a t  r i g h t ?  

A. Yes. 

Q Do you remember g e t t i n g  i n s t r u c t i o n  back i n  b a s i c  
t r a i n i n g  t h a t  yoa were n o t  r e q u i r e d  t o  obey i l l e g a l  o r d e r s ?  
Do you remember be ing  t o l d  t h a t ?  

A. Not i l l e g a l  o r d e r s .  

Q. Do you remember be ing  t augh t  t o  obey an o r d e r ?  

A. Yes. 

Q Orders of  your  o f f i c e r s ?  

A. Orders .  

Q D o  you remember anybody t e l l i n g  you t h a t  you
d i d n ' t  have t o  obey i l l e g a l  o r d e r s ?  

A. N O ,  never .  

Okay. 

A. I d o n ' t  remember having any t r a i n i n g  on it l i k e  
t h a t ,  on i l i e g a l  o r d e r s .  
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Q Okay. Is t h e r e  any o t h e r  s t a t ~ r n e n tyou 'd  l i k e  t o  
make, ~ ~ e c i a l i s tT'SOUVAS, any th ing  you t h i n k  of  t h a t  might 
h e l p  us?  

A. No. 

Q A l l  r i g h t ,  Cclonel  MILLER has  some q u e s t i o n s .  

COL MILLER: I ' d  l i k e  t o  ask one q u e s t i o n .  Did you e v e r  
h e a r  a rumor when you were t a k i n g  b a s i c  t r a i n i n g ,  o r  any 
t i m e  i n  your  Army c a r e e r ,  t h a t  i f  you d i d  n o t  obey an o r d e r  
i n  combat t h a t  your  o f f i c e r  cou ld  s h o o t  you o r  about  t h i s  
happening? You e v e r  h e a r  t h a t ?  

A. Y e s ,  I have. I h e a r d  it through--not  through 
class, b u t  through EM, n o t  through a  s p e c i f i c  hour  of i n -
s t r u c t i o n .  

Q 0 We've- had a l o t  of people  come through  h e r e  t h a t  
seem t o  be  aware o f  t h a t .  That  seems t o  have- s t u c k  i n  the i r  
mind, whether  t hey  heard  it i n  t h e  P X  b e e r  garden o r  some-
where else--of o f f i c e r s  shoo t ing  men t h a t  d i d n ' t  obey. 
Whereas f o r  men who d i d  n o t .  obey, as f a r  a s  n o t  obeying il-
l e g a l  o r  immoral o r d e r s ,  most of  t h e  people  of C Company 
were n o t  t o o  f a m i l i a r  w i t h  t h a t .  

A. No, I w a s n ' t  aware. I mean, j u s t  from people  
t e l l i n g  m e ,  y e s ,  t h a t  you can be s h o t  i n  t ime  of war f o r  
d i s ~ b s y i z ga d i r e c t  o r d e r .  

Q. Did you e v e r  have a cou r se  on what t o  do i f  you 
w e r e  c a p t u r e d ,  i f  you became a p r i s o n e r  of war? 

A. I d i d .  

Q m  Did you e v e r  have a cou r se  t e l l i n g  you what t o  do 
if you e v e r  cap tu red  someone e l s e  who was a p r i s o n e r  of war, 
i f  t h e  enemy came i n t o  your  hands,  a s  VC o r  North Vietnamese, 
o r  enemy s o l d i e r  of  some s o r t ?  

A. I c a n ' t  remember. 

Q - You d o n ' t  remember t h a t ?  Why n o t ?  

A. Because I must n o t  have been g iven  a c l a s s  on 
that. I mean I was t o l d  what happened i f  I was cap tu red ,  b u t  
n o t  i f  w e  cap tu red .  
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Q Then you w e r e n ' t  t o l d  t h a t  you s h o u l d n ' t  kill 
c i v i l i a n s  o r  you s h o u l d n ' t  k i l l  t h e  enemy, t h a t  you shou ld  
t rea t  them k i n d l y  if you wanted t o  be t r e a t e d  k i n d l y  i n  t h e  
even t  you were cap tured?  You d i d n ' t  have any of  t h a t ?  

A. N O ,  i t ' s  cormon sense .  

Q I t o l d  you e a r l i e r  today what you were s u s p e c t e d
of when you gave t h a t  C I D  s t a t e m e n t  and,  of cou r se ,  on t h e  
basis of what you had s a i d  and o t h e r  w i t n e s s e s ,  what we 
suspec t ed  you of h e r e  today and t h e  purpose of t h i s  i n v e s t i -
g a t i o n .  I ' v e  been s i t t i n g  and l i s t e n i n g  today and I have a 
few o t h e r  q u e s t i o n s .  I ' l l  t e l l  you what I s u s p e c t  r i g h t  
now. I t h i n k  you are wi thho ld ing  in format ion  today .  You 
took an o a t h  t o  t e l l  t h e  t r u t h  and I a l s o  adv i sed  you of 
your r i g h t  t o  counse l .  

A. Right .  

Q You d i d n ' t  want counsel .  You had a r i g h t  n o t  t o  
answer any p a r t i c u l a r  q u e s t i o n  and i n  my op in ion  you are 
s o r t  of l y i n g  somewhere i n  between. I d o n ' t  know whether  
y o u ' r e  t r y i n g  t o  cover  f o r  somebody o r  whether  you d o n ' t  ac-
t u a l l y  remember. You remembered a l o t  more i n  December, 
j u s t  a l i t t l e  ove r  a month ago, t h a n  you d i d  today.  

A .  Well,  I d o n ' t  know what I s a i d  i n  December. Like 
I say because--

Q. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  J u s t  a minute, I want t o  cover  a 
couple  o t h e r  t h i n g s .  According t o  t h e  tes t imony of  o t h e r  
w i tnes ses  you were under t h e  i n f l u e n c e  of  something,  and you 
j u s t  happened t o  mention h e r e  today t h a t  you w e r e  under the  
i n f l u e n c e  of some s o r t  of drug a t  t h a t  t ime.  Now t a k i n g  a 
drug i s  i n  i t s e l f  an  o f f e n s e  and t h e r e f o r e  b e f o r e  I ask you 
any q u e s t i o n s  on t h i s ,  I have t o  say  t h a t  I s u s p e c t  t h a t  
w i t h i n  the l a s t  two y e a r s ,  and more s p e c i f i c a l l y  on about 
t h e  f i r s t  p a r t  of December of l a s t  y e a r  you had pa r t aken  i n  
use  of d rugs ,  which i s  a cou r t -mar t i a l  offer ise .  I a l s o  sus-
p e c t  t h a t  you a r e  w i thho ld ing  in format ion  and perhaps  even 
l y i n g  today.  I r a t h e r  s u s p e c t  y o u ' r e  under t h e  i n f l u e n c e  
of something today.  Maybe y o u ' r e  j u s t  t i r e d ,  I d o n ' t  know, 
hut it looks l i k e  you may be under t h e  i n f l u e n c e  of  some 
drug,  maybe mari juana.  The re ' s  evidence t h a t  you smoked 
q u i t e  a b i t  o f  mar i juana ,  t h a t ' s  your  own t e s t imony ,  your  
s t a t emen t .  
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A. I t  i s ?  Mari juana? 

Q - Y e s .  

A. I d o n ' t  see where you g o t  it. I ' d  l i k e  f o r  you 
t o  g i v e  m e  proof  where I s a i d  it, t h a t  I smoked mar i juana .  

Q - A l l  r i g h t ,  I ' l l  j u s t  r e a d  it t o  you. I ' m  n o t  
t r y i n g  t o  i n q u i r e  i n t o  t h i s ,  b u t  i t ' s  t h e  r e a s o n  t h a t  I 
s u s p e c t  t h i s  t oday .  

A. I mean you might  have r e a d  i t ,  b u t  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  
you have a u t h o r i t y  t o  look a t  a  pe r son  and s ay  h e ' s  on m a r -
iuuana  o r  l ooks  l i k e  h e ' s  on mar i j uana .  I d o n ' t  want t o  
s t a r t  any th ing  o r  s a y  any th ing ,  because  I might  sound p r e t t y  
bad a g a i n s t  t h e  m i l i t a r y ,  which I am. The o n l y  r e a s o n  why 
I h e l d  back on what I ' m  s a y i n g  t oday  i s  because  I ' m  n o t  s u r e ,  
p u t  it t h a t  way. 

Q .  A l l  r i g h t ,  t h i s  i s  G E I S ,  S e r g e a n t  F i r s t  C l a s s  GEIS. 
Do you know him? 

A.  . S e r g e a n t ?  

Q. GEIS, G-E-I-S. On 2d December he  was t o l d  t o  es-
c o r t  you t o  t h e  C I D  o f f i c e ,  2d I n f a n t r y  D i v i s i o n  t o  t h e  8 t h  
US Army C I D  o f f i c e  i n  Seou l ,  Korea. And you and he d e p a r t e d  
on abou t  3 December. N o w  w i i e n  I s a i d  I s u s p e c t e d  you of smok-
i n g  mar i j uana ,  i t ' s  based  on t h i s  and not--what he  s a y s ,  h e ,  
meaning you,  " S a i d  he had been smoking mar i j uana  f o r  4 o r  5 
y e a r s  and l a t e r  he  had been t a k i n g  p i l l s .  H e  a l s o  had s a i d ,  
" H e  smoked m a r i j u a n a  i n  Vietnam. " I asked  him i f  he  smoked 
mar i j uana  b e f o r e ,  d u r i n g ,  o r  a f t e r  o p e r a t i o n s . "  

A. What's t h i s  g o t  t o  do w i t h  t h i s .  

Q. "And he s a i d  he  smoked whenever he f e l t  l i k e  i t . "  

A. What's t h i s  g o t  t o  do w i t h  t h i s .  

Q- Now j u s t  a moment, I ' l l  g e t  t o  t h a t .  

A. W e l l ,  I mean w e ' r e  t a l k i n g  abou t  a case, w e ' r e  
n o t  t a l k i n g  abou t  mar i j uana .  I -mean j u s t  because  I brought  
up proven f a c t s  where t h e  Army was wrong-- 
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Q. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  J u s t  a moment, I ' l l  g e t  t o  t h a t  i n  
a moment. Ne i the r  of us s a i d  anyth ing  f u r t h e r  about  t h e  mas- 
s a c r e .  Now one of t h e  a d d i t i o n a l  t h i n g s  w e '  re i n t e r e s t e d  i n ,  
and t h i s  you may have r e a d  i n  t h e  paper  no t  long  ago. One of 
t h e  s e n a t o r s  s a i d ,  t h a t  he had evidence o r  thought  t h e  s o l d i e r s  
who went i n t o  My L a i  were a l l  under t h e  i n f l u e n c e  of a p a r t i -
c u l a r  p o t e n t  s o r t  of  mari juana.  And t h i s  i s  one of  t h e  ad-
d i t i o n a l  q u e s t i o n s  w e ' r e  a sk ing .  According t o  t h i s  man G E I S ,  
and t h a t ' s  a l l  I have t o  go on,  you t o l d  him t h a t  you smoked 
mar i juana  ove r  t h e r e ,  a number of  t imes .  So my n e x t  q u e s t i o n  
i s ,  t o  your knowledge o r  b e l i e f ,  do you t h i n k  t h a t  mar i juana  
w a s  much of a problem i n  Company C i n  Vietnam? 

A. No. 

Q - Do you t h i n k  t h a t  t h e  day t h a t  Company C went i n t o  
My La i ,  a s i g n i f i c a n t  number of  t h e  men were under t h e  i n -  
f  luence  of mari juana? 

A. No. 

Q - How about  t h e  n i g h t  b e f o r e .  Had many of them g o t  
drunk o r  a t  l e a s t  had been d r i n k i n g  p r e t t y  heavy? 

A. I d o n ' t  know. 

Q. Now you may n o t  remember e v e r y t h i n g  you t o l d  t h i s  
man GEIS o r  even t h e  C I D ,  because you y o u r s e l f  vo lun tee red  t h a t  
you 'd  been on n a r c o t i c s  o r  something. I d o n ' t  know what it 
w a s  and I ' m  n o t  r e a l l y  concerned w i t h  it a t  t h i s  p o i n t .  Ex-
c e p t  t h a t  i n  your  s t a t emen t  t o  t h e  C I D  i n  December, you had 
a s i g n i f i c a n t l y  l a r g e r  number of i t ems  of i n fo rma t ion  t h a n  
y o u ' r e  t e l l i n g  us today .  S ince  you e l e c t e d  t o  t e s t i f y ,  w e ' r e  
t r y i n g  t o  g e t  a t  whatever  happened. And it seems s t r a n g e  t o  
m e  t h a t  you can remember something from March of 1968 t o  D e -
cember of 1969, and then  between December of 1969 and t h e  
o t h e r  day, you f o r g e t .  

A. Well ,  I d o n ' t  know i f  I r e a l l y  remembered o r  no t .  
I ' d  l i k e  t o  t e l l  you I w a s n ' t  under t h e  i n f l u e n c e  o f  m a r i -
juana i n  t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  I was under t h e  i n f l u e n c e  of  a 
n a r c o t i c .  I mean I went s o  f a r  t h a t  it took me o u t ,  it knock-
e d  me o u t ,  p u t  me i n  a  h o s p i t a l .  I t  was taken  b e f o r e  I w a s  
ta lked-- i n v e s t i g a t e d  i n  December. 

Q - Do you remember making t h i s  arm band t h a t  you p u t  
on? 
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A. I remember making t h e  arm band,  y e s ,  o r  I remem-
b e r  having it on. And I remember having it--I remember hav- 
i n g  it made t o o ,  yes .  

Did you make it? 

No, it was made i n  a t a i l o r  shop.  

Q. Did you make t h i s  a f t e r  you r ead  about  t h e  My La i  
i n c i d e n t  i n  t h e  pape r s ,  a f t e r  it had broken,  o r  d i d  you have 
t h i s  be fo re?  

A. I made i t  a f t e r  it came o u t .  

Q. I t a k e  it when you o rde red  t h i s  made you w e r e n ' t  
under t h e  i n f l u e n c e  of n a r c o t i c s  a t  t h a t  t i m e .  I t  was a 
consc ious ,  i n t e n t i o n a l  a c t  on your  p a r t ,  t o  have it made. 

A. Yes, it was. 

Q. Was t h i s  because your  consc ience  was bo the r ing  
you, n o t  o n l y  f o r  y o u r s e l f  b u t  f o r  t h e  company? 

A. My consc ience  was b o t h e r i n g  m e .  I mean I wanted 
t o  e x p r e s s  my f e e l i n g s .  

Q. Now I ' m  going t o  ask  you a q u e s t i o n  I ' v e  asked 
q u i t e  a few people  and i f  you d o n ' t  want t o  answer i t ,  why, 
f i n e .  I'd l i k e  t o  have j u s t  a s t r a i g h t  answer w i thou t  t r y i n g  
t o  p l e a s e  m e  o r  any th ing  e l s e .  This  i n c i d e n t  occu r red  wi th  
many people  knowing a t  l e a s t  g e n e r a l l y  what happened i n  My 
Lai .  Now no one man can s e e  e v e r y t h i n g ,  because he c o u l d n ' t  
s e e  ve ry  far .  But it seems c l e a r  t h a t  most s o l d i e r s  who 
went i n  t h e r e  knew t h a t  t h e r e  were many people  k i l l e d  who 
d i d n ' t  have t o  be  k i l l e d ,  o r  p robably  shou ld  n o t  have been 
k i l l e d .  

A. Yes. 

& And almost  no one s a i d  any th ing  about  it. Ap-
p a r e n t l y  t h e r e  w a s n ' t  t o o  much d i s c u s s i o n ,  one s o l d i e r  w i t h  
ano the r  s o l d i e r .  Ques t ion  one ,  do you know why t h e  s o l d i e r s  
d i d n ' t  d i s c u s s  it t o o  much o r ,  second,  why they  d i d n ' t  re-
p o r t  i t ?  
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A. I guess  because  t h e y  thought  l i k e  I d i d ,  it would 
never  have g o t t e n  anywhere because ,  you know, I rncan, t h e r e  was 
always peop le  t o  s t o p  it. I mean i f  I was t o  go  t o  t e l l  
somebody h i g h e r  t h a n  m e  it would s t o p  r i g h t  t h e r e .  

Q. T h a t ' s  t h e  way you f e l t ?  

A. W e l l ,  t h a t ' s  t h e  way t h e s e  t h i n g s  happened. 

Q - You d o n ' t  know t h a t  it would have s t o p p e d ,  b u t  you 
f e e l  t h a t  it would have s t opped ,  i s  t h a t  r i g h t ?  

A. Wel l ,  I would have n e v e r  been a b l e  t o  t e l l  anyone. 

Q- Why n o t ?  

A. Why n o t ?  W e l l - -

Q. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Because you cou ldn  ' t  b, r ing y o u r s e l f  
t o  do it or--

A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  I d i d n ' t  know how t o  go abou t  it. 

Q *  Did you e v e r  h e a r  of  t h e  IG? 

A. Y e s ,  b u t  I d o n ' t  know any th ing  -about t h e  I G .  

Q - Did any o f  t h e  men o f  t h e  company s a y ,  w e l l  how 
cou ld  w e  g e t  someone t o  know about  t h i s ,  how can  w e  r e p o r t  
t h i s ,  o r  g e t  somebody t o  come down h e r e  and r e a l l y  do scme-
t h i n g  about  i t ?  

A. No, I guess  most peop le  t hough t  it w a s  r i g h t .  

Q* Had you e v e r  been on a combat a s s a u l t  b e f o r e  t h i s  
day? 

A. Combat a s s a u l t  I have ,  yes .  

Q- Before  16 March? 

A. Y e s .  But t h a t  was t h e  f i r s t  s e a r c h  and d e s t r o y  
miss ion .  

Q W e l l ,  you 'd  gone o u t  i n  t h e  f i e l d  and a few of  you 
had been i n  booby t r a p s  and mines and been s n i p e d  a t ,  b u t  had 
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you e v e r  gone i n t o  a - p l a c e  where you e x s e c t ~ dt o  r u n  smack 
up a g a i n s t ' a n  enemy i n  a f o r t i f i e d  p o s i t i o n ?  

A. No. 

Q- When you were a t t a c k i n g  t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

A. No. 

Q- You had no expe r i ence  t o  draw on? 

A. No, I ' v e  never--I  mean by t h e  t ime  w e  g o t  t h e r e ,  
i n  my mind t h e r e  w a s - - i t  was it. W e  e i t h e r  went i n  and d i d n ' t  
make it o u t  o r  w e  made it o u t .  A n d  i n  my mind t h e  whole place 
was covered w i t h  some regiment .  

Q- Who t o l d  you t h a t ?  

A. Wel l ,  an  o r d e r  was g iven  t h a t - - I  d o n ' t  know who it 
was, b u t  I d o n ' t  know how it g o t  through t h e  company, b u t  by 
t h e  t i m e  w e  g o t  t h e r e - - I  mean i n  t h e  company's mind, every-
body was e x p e c t i n g  t o  r e a l l y  be  h i t  hard .  

Q. Before  you went i n  d i d  you expec t  t h a t  t h e  com-
pany would d e s t r o y  anyth ing  and e v e r y t h i n g  it s a w ,  r e g a r d l e s s  
of whether  it w a s  l i t t l e  k i d s ,  women, o l d  men, s o l d i e r s ,  cows? 

A. No. 

Q I n  your  o p i n i o n ,  how do you t h i n k  t h i s  happened 
once t h e  company g o t  i n  t h e r e .  You know o r  you t h i n k  y o u ' r e  
going t o  run  i n t o  a p r e t t y  s t r o n g  enemy, maybe y o u ' r e  going 
t o  be  outnumbered. A s  it t u r n s  o u t  t h e r e  i s  h a r d l y  anybody 
t h e r e  t o  s h o o t  a t .  A few VC maybe. 

A. W e l l ,  when t h e y  f i r s t  g o t  i n ,  w e  were t o l d ,  you 
know, t h a t  t h e r e  wou ldn ' t  be anybody t h e r e  b u t  t h i s  48th--
whichever reg iment  it was. 

Q - 48th  VC b a t t a l i o n ?  
/ 

A. Right .  

Q.- Local  f o r c e  b a t t a l i o n ?  
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A. W e l l ,  w e  w e r e  t o l d  t h a t  t h a t  was a11  t h a t  was go ing  
t o  be  t h e r e .  I t  was s e a r c h  and d e s t r o y ,  it wa.s a .hot L Z ,  and 
when w e  f i r s t  g o t  t h e r e  w e  g o t  s n i p e r e d ,  w e  un loaded ,  w e  open-
ed up,  and moved r i g h t  away. 

Q. Okay. 

A. A s s a u l t .  

Q But t h e n  what you f i n d  a r e  a l o t  of  l i t t l e  k i d s  
and some women, unarmed. What would make t h e  men of Company 
C a l l  of  a sudden k i l l  t h e s e  peop le .  

A. W e l l ,  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  t h e y  k i l l e d  them on purpose .  
I mean i n s t i n c t  when t h e y  f i r s t  jumped o f f .  You see a p e r -
son  runn ing  and t h e r e  w a s ,  I gues s ,  l i k e  m e ,  it was e i t h e r  
k i l l  o r  be k i l l e d .  Tha t  was t h e  f i r s t  t h o u g h t ,  when I 
t h i n k  everybody g o t  o f f .  

Q. Okay, b u t  t h e y  went through t h e  whole v i l l a g e
and k e p t  do ing  t h i s ,  n o t  t h e  f i r s t  few minu t e s ,  b u t  it 
happened f o r  an hou r  and a h a l f ,  where peop l e  w e r e  t aken  
down t h e  road  and--

A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  W e l l ,  some peop le  t h e y  j u s t ,  I gues s  
t h e y  j u s t  want--I d o n ' t  know. I d o n ' t  know what t h e  other 
peop le  w e r e  s a y i n g ,  I mean a f t e r  when w e  f i r s t  l a n d e d ,  b u t  
i n  my mind I f e l t ,  I r e a l i z e d  r i g h t  t h e n  t h a t  t h e r e  was no-
body t h e r e .  When w e  f i r s t  g o t  t h e r e  I t hough t  t h e r e  w a s  a 
l o t ,  t h a t ' s  why I opened up znd t h a t ' s  why I t h i n k  everybody 
else opened up. But a f t e r  push ing  th rough  I d o n ' t  know, from 
t h e n  on I d o n ' t  know what happened. 

Q- W e  r e a l i z e  t h a t  by t h e  t i m e  t h e  3d P l a toon  came 
th rough  t h a t  bo th  t h e  1st and 2d P l a t o o n s  had a l r e a d y  gone 
thxough and t h e  3d P l a t o o n  saw more dead people  p robab ly  
t h a n  l i v e  peop l e .  They were a l r e a d y  k i l l e d ,  most of  them. 
The 3d P l a t o o n  c o n t r i b u t e d  t o  some o f  them t o o .  Was t h e r e  
much t a l k i n g  abou t  t h i s  among t h e  s o l d i e r s  a f t e r w a r d ,  any 
o f  t h e  men i n  t h e  company. 

A. No, I wou ldn ' t  s ay .  

Q- Do you t h i n k  t h e r e  w a s  s o r t  of  a g e n e r a l  f e e l i n g  
among t h e  men, t h a t  t h e y  w e r e  ashamed? 

(T'SOUVAS) 3 2  

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

APP T-293 



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

A. . They f i n a l l y  r e a l i z e d  thi:.a f t e r  it was f i n a l l y  
a l l  over ,  how i g n o r a n t  it was. 

Q. Did Captain MEDINA o r  anybody e l s e  t e l l  you,
e i t h e r  you pe r sona l ly  o r  t h e  company as  a  group t h a t  t h e r e  
was going t o  be some i n v e s t i g a t i o n  made? 

A. N o .  

9 Did you ever  hear t h a t  t h e r e  was going t o  be an 
i n v e s t i g a t i o n  made? 

A. I d i d  n o t .  

Q. Did anybody e v e r  t e l l  you t h a t  you should  n o t  
d i s c u s s  t h i s  w i th  anyone? 

A. No, n o t  a t  t h e  t i m e .  

Q. I mean w i t h i n  a week o r  a few days o r  b e f o r e  
you e v e r  l e f t  t h e  f i e l d ?  

A. No. 

Q - Before you l e f t  o r  w e r e  a i r l i f t e d  back t o  LZ 
D o t t i e ,  d i d  your  p l a toon  s e r g e a n t ,  o r  your  p l a toon  l e a d e r ,  
o r  a squad l e a d e r  say ,  d o n ' t  t a l k  about  what happened he re?  

A. No. 

C2- Now i n  December 1969, you wore your arm band. A t  
t h a t  p o i n t  f o r  some reason  you were ready t o  make, s h a l l  I s a y  
a p u b l i c  d e c l a r a t i o n ,  o r  s t a t e m e n t ,  o r  s t a n d  up and be counted 
a s  t o  how you f e l t  about My Lai .  Apparently you had n o t  done 
t h i s  be£o r e ?  

A. Right  . 
Q. I wonder i f  you'd be w i l l i n g  t o  t e l l  m e ,  you d o n ' t  
have t o ,  b u t  i f  you 'd  be w i l l i n g  t o  t e l l  m e  what had brought 
you t o  t h i s  p o i n t ,  where now you f e l t  t h a t  you had t o  say  
something o r  speak ou t .  

A. W i l l  you say  t h a t  aga in?  

9.  From March of 1968 u n t i l  December of 1969, you d i d n ' t  
make any o f f i c i a l  r e p o r t  t o  anybody, o r  you d i d n ' t  go t o  a 
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chap la in  a s  f a r  a s  I know. You d i d n ' t  r e a l l y  d i s c u s s  w i t h  
anybody o u t s i d e  Company C what had happened at My Lai. Then 
suddenly i n  December 1969, you have an arm band oil and you s a y  
p u b l i c a l l y  t h a t  you were ashamed whereas b e f o r e  you h a d n ' t ?  

A. I guess  it was l i k e  a dream back i n  my mind, i t  
was a dream and it wouldn ' t  come t r u e ,  t h a t  it would never  
come o u t  i n  t h e  open. And f i n a l l y  when it d i d  and I r e a l i z e d  
it, I wanted t o  show, exp res s  my f e e l i n g s  toward it. I want-
e d  t o  e x p r e s s  what I knew. And I knew t h a t  it was wrong, b u t  
I d i d n ' t  know r e a l l y  how t o  come about t e l l i n g  anybody. I 
w a s  s c a r e d ,  you know, of g e t t i n g  i n  some k ind  of t r o u b l e .  

Q. Weren' t  you more l i k e l y  t o  g e t  i n  t r o u b l e  by
coming o u t  and doing what you d i d  t han  by keeping q u i e t .  I ' m  
n o t  c r i t i c i z i n g  what you d i d ,  it took some g u t s  t o  have an a r m  
band l i k e  t h a t  made, and p u t  it on,  and walk around and t o  
connect  y o u r s e l f  w i t h  t h a t  aga in .  I t  was e a s i e r  i n  one way 
t o  j u s t  keep q u i e t  and say  no th ing  about  i t ,  b u t  you d i d n ' t .  
You f i n a l l y  were ready  t o  s t a n d  up and be counted and I 
j u s t  wondered what it w a s .  

A. Well, because I guess I w a s n ' t  t h e  on ly  one t h a t  
f i n a l l y  expressed  it. I j u s t  d i d n ' t  want t o  be t h e  on ly  one. 
F i n a l l y  when I r e a l i z e d  t h a t  somebody had gone t o  a l l  t h e  
t r o u b l e  and e v e r y t h i n g ,  and knew what t o  do,  I j u s t  wanted 
t o  exp res s  my f e e l i n g s .  

Q Now you s a i d  you 'd  had no t r a i n i n g  t h a t  you can 
r e c a l l  w i th  r e s p e c t  t o  t h e  t r e a t m e n t  of cap tured  c i v i l i a n s  
o r  enemy s o l d i e r s ,  and y e t  you sa-id you knew t h i s  was wrong, 
What was it t h a t  you knew was wrong? Shoot c i v i l i a n s ?  

A. NO,  I knew t h a t  was wrong. 

Q How d i d  you know t h a t ?  

A. Common sense .  

Without having t o  be given any i n s t r u c t i o n .  

A .- - - In a persons m i n d ,  T mean; you d o n ' t  walk o u t  on 
t h e  s t r e e t  nowadays and j u s t  shoo t  somebody. 

Q. Now, we've had 'many people  come through h e r e  and 
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say  t h a t  t h e y  were o rde red  t o  k i l l  e v e r y t h i n g  i n  t h e  v i l l a g e ,  
s o  t hey  thought  it was r i g h t .  -Do you r e c a l l  b e i n g  o r d e r e d . t o  
k i l l  any th ing  t h a t  moved i n  t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

A. Y e s .  

Q. Do you t h i n k  t h a t  w a s  a v a l i d  o r d e r  or-- 

A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  I knew it was wrong and I r e s i s t e d .  

Q. Do you t h i n k  o t h e r  men i n  t h e  company knew i t ?  

A. Y e s .  Some r e a l i z e d ,  some t a k e  it f o r  g r a n t e d ,  
it w a s  an o r d e r  and they  j u s t  c a r r i e d  i t  o u t  a s  an o r d e r .  
P lus  I guess  t hey  d i d  it f o r  h a t e  and a l l  t h i s  t h a t  t hey  
had b u i l t  up i n  them. They f i g u r e d  now t h a t  t h e y  have a 
t i c k e t  t o  k i l l i n g  somebody, I guess  t h e y  took advantage 
of it. 

Q. I t h i n k  y o u ' r e  p robably  r i g h t  on t h a t .  Others  
maybe d i d  it r e l u c t a n t l y .  

A. Just f o r  t h e  f a c t  of  k i l l i n g  somebody t h a t  was-- 
t h a t  t h e y  knew-- 

Q. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  And then  some r e f u s e d  t o  k i l l  a t  a l l .  

'A . They d i d .  CI 


Q- W e  g o t  them a c r o s s  t h e  board.  A l l  t h e  way from, 
I t h i n k  some of them t h a t - - t h i s  i s  t h e  g r e a t e s t  day e v e r ,  t hey  
had a chance t o  do something t h e y  never  had a chance t o  do 
b e f o r e ,  t o  t h o s e  whose consc ience  bo the red  them v e r y  much 
at t h e  t ime.  But nobody, nobody r e a l l y  e v e r  came forward 
a f t e r w a r d s ,  from t h e  company. This  i s  what happened. A 
whole company o f  men, some of whom though t  t h i s  w a s  a ter-
r i b l e  t h i n g ,  and it took  somebody from o u t s i d e  t h e  company 
t o  g a t h e r  h i s  i n fo rma t ion  t o g e t h e r  and t h i s  i s  what amazes 
m e .  A hundred and some men keep q u i e t  about  it. I thought  
maybe you cou ld  throw a l i t t l e  l i g h t  on i t ?  

A. W e l l ,  I guess  nobody e v e r ,  you know, a f t e r  t h a t ,  
I guess  t h e y  j u s t  wanted t o  f o r g e t  it. I guess  t h e y  r e a l i z e d  
too.  I guess  t h e y  had it i n  t h e i r  own mind, i n  t h e i r  own body 
what a damn s t u p i d  t h i n g  it w a s  t h a t  t h e y  p u l l e d  by shoot-  
i n g  people .  And I guess  t h e y  d i d n ' t - - j u s t  d i d n ' t  want t o  do 
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it, because they  knew it was wrong t o o ,  and they  r e a l i z e d  what 
a b i g  mis take  it i s .  And t h a t ' s  why it r e a l l y  d i d n ' t  come o u t  
i n  l i t t l e  squad d i s c u s s i o n s  and s t u f f  l i k e  t h a t .  T h a t ' s  why 
it never  came o u t .  I guess  because everybody e l s e  knew they  
d i d  something wrong. 

Q. Do you t h i n k  t h e r e  r e a l l y  w a s n ' t  much t a l k  about  
t h i s  a f t e rwards?  

A. Not t h a t  I can remember. I d o n ' t  even-- there  
w a s n ' t  a  d i s c u s s i o n .  I mean it was dumb, I guess  people--  

Q. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  J u s t  wanted t o  f o r g e t  about  i t ,  push
it back,  wish it had never  happened, t h a t  w e ' r e  t r y i n g  t o  f o r -  
g e t  it. 

A. I guess  t h e y  f e l t  it happened, i t ' s  over  w i t h  and 
t h a t ' s  it. 

0.- Now b e f o r e  w e ' r e  done,  I ' d  l i k e  t o  q i v e  you an 
o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  s ay  anyth ing  o r  add anyth ing  a t - a l l  t h a t  you 
may want t o  say o r  you t h i n k  would c o n t r i b u t e  t o  o u r  inves-
t i g a t i o n .  Anything I may have missed,  any th ing  a t  a l l .  

A. Well,  I c a n ' t  t h i n k  of any th ing  t h a t  you missed.  
I can say  I ' m  g l a d  t h a t  an i n v e s t i g a i t o n  i s  h e l d .  I ' m  g l a d  
t h a t  it came o u t .  Somebody, somewhere gave a wrong o r d e r  and 
I don ' t - - I r e a l l y  c a n ' t - - r e a l l y  I c a n ' t  even--I d o n ' t  know-- 

Q- ( In t e rpos ing !  Do you personal- ly  f e e l  b e t t e r  inside 
having had an o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  t a l k  about  t h i s  l a s t  December 
and s i n c e  t h e n ,  t h a n  you d i d  b e f o r e ,  i s  it a f e e l i n g  of r e -
l i e f  t o  you? 

A. Yes, i t ' s  a r e l i e f  i n  my body and mind, bo th .  

Q- Now, I mentioned b e f o r e  today,  you seemed t o  re -
member s o  l i t t l e  whereas even a month ago you remembered more. 
Maybe you were a v i c t i m  of t h i s  same t h i n g ,  t r y i n g  t o  f o r -
g e t .  Do you remember anymore of  t h e  d e t a i l s  now t h a t  you 
want t o  t e l l  m e  about  b e f o r e  w e ' r e  done, t han  you d i d  when 
M r .  WEST went throu-gh it with you? 

A. What do you mean by d e t a i l s ?  

Q. Well, you mentioned a t  one t i m e ,  t h a t  he was put-
t i n g  t h i n g s  i n  your mind. He was doing t h i s  because you 
c o u l d n ' t  remember anyth ing ,  and he mentioned, t h a t  you would 
go down h e r e  and you 'd  s ay IUOh,  y e s ,  I remember t h a t , " - - t h e  
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nex t  t h i n g ,  "NO, I d o n ' t  remember t h a t . "  I n  o t h e r  words 
we were hav ing  t o  t e l l  you, d i d  you do this and then  you 
s a i d ,  yes  o r  no. 

A. R igh t .  

Q- More than  you r e l a t i n g  t o  u s  what happened.. I 
wonder i f  you can  i n  your words relate--I d o n ' t  c a r e  whether 
i t ' s  i n  sequence o r  n o t ,  b u t  any th ing  more t h a n  we've t a l k e d  
about  s o  f a r ,  any th ing .  Can you r e l a t e  anyth ing  more about  
what happened on t h a t  day, i n  your own words? 

A .  W e l l ,  i f  you want--what y o u ' r e  t r y i n g  t o  say  i s  

you want m e  t o  t e l l  you i n  my e x a c t  words what I seen  from 

t h e  t ime we landed  and pushed on through? 


Q. I f  you want t o .  I f  you d o n ' t  want t o ,  w e l l ,  f i n e .  
But t h e  l a s t  t h i n g  w e  want t o  do i s  t e s t i f y  f o r  you, by p u t t i n g  
words i n  your mouth. But t h a t  i n  e s sence  i s  what we've done 
today,  a l o t  of  t h e  t ime ,  n o t  i n t e n t i o n a l l y ,  b u t  w e  t r i e d  t o  
h e l p  you a long .  O r  do you f e e l  t h a t  we've covered j u s t  about  
eve ry th ing?  

A. Yeah, I ' m  t h i n k i n g  and I c a n ' t  r e a l l y  t h i n k  of  any-
t h i n g  t h a t  I h a v e n ' t  t o l d  you, t h a t  I ' v e  a l r e a d y  s a i d ,  I 
mean tha t - -

Q= ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Did you have i n  your  mind a t  any t ime 
t h e  f e e l i n g  t h a t  t h e  Army was i n t e n t i o n a l l y  t r y i n g  t o  cover  
t h i s  up, o r  w h i t e  wash it. 

A. Well ,  I was wondering why I could  never  f i n d  answers 
t o  why it happened, l e t s  p u t  it t h a t  way. I could  never  f i n d  
a r ea son  why t h i s  t h i n g  went o f f  l i k e  it d i d .  

Q. Did you e v e r  ask  anybody? 

A. No, I d i d n ' t  know who t o  a s k ,  who t o  t u r n  t o .  

Q. Did you t h i n k  t h a t  somebody was t r y i n g  t o  cover  
something up? 

A. What was t h a t ?  

Q - .  Did you t h i n k  t h a t  t h e  Army, maybe b r i g a d e ,  o r  
b a t t a l i o n  o r  d i v i s i o n ,  o r  Task Force  Barker  was t r y i n g  t o  
h i d e  what happened? 
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A. T h a t ' s  what I d i d n ' t  know. I thought  t hey  thought  
it was r i g h t .  I n  my mind I knew it was wrong. 

Q. You might have thought  t h a t  maybe t h e y  d i d n ' t  know 
eve ry th ing  t h a t  happened. 

A. They d i d n ' t .  

Q And how could  they  do anyth ing  u n l e s s  somebody 
came forward and--

A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Well ,  it was t o o  l a t e  t o  do anyth ing .  

Q Here it i s  20  months a f t e r w a r d s ,  i t ' s  n o t  t o o  l a t e  
y e t ,  i s  i t ?  

A. I mean you c a n ' t  b r i n g  dead bod ie s  back.  

Q You c a n ' t  b r i n g  t h e  bod ie s  back,  b u t  you can i n -
q u i r e ,  a t  l e a s t  f i n d  o u t  what happened and t r y  t o  keep it 
from happening aga in .  

A. Well,  I mean, i t ' s  be ing  i n v e s t i g a t e d  now by peo-
p l e  wi th  deg rees ,  b i g  deg rees  i n  c o l l e g e s .  

Q. But it would have been s o  much more s imple  i f  we 
could have done it a t  t h e  t ime.  Right t h e r e ,  somebody on 
t h e  s p o t  who could  have t a l k e d  t o  you, o r  anybody e l s e  when 
it happened. And we've had s o  many people  come i n ,  who s a i d ,  
"Why d i d n ' t  t hey  i n v e s t i g a t e . "  And we say ,  "What d i d  you do 
about  i t ?  Did you t e l l  somebody,' ' w e l l  no,  I d i d n ' t . "  

A. I guess  t hey  d i d n ' t  know, j u s t  l i k e  m e .  I d i d n ' t  
know who t o  t u r n  t o .  

Q- D o  you have anyth ing  e l s e  you want t o  say?  

A. No. J u s t  t h a t  I guess  I d o n ' t  have t h e  s m a r t s ,  I 
d i d n ' t  t h i n k  I had t h e  smar t s  t o  s t a r t  p u l l i n g  t h e  s t r i ngs  
f o r  an i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  I knew it was wrong, b u t  t h a t ' s  it. 
I n  my mind I knew it was wrong, I j u s t  k e p t  it t o  myse l f .  

Q. Well, y o u ' r e  s t i l l  a s o l d i e r ,  y o u ' r e  s t i l l  i n  t h e  
Army, and I can a s s u r e  you t h a t  t h e  Army i s  and was i n t e r e s t e d  
i n  what happened. I t h i n k  i f  one s o l d i e r  had come forward 
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h o n e s t l y  and s i n c e r e l y  and gone t o ,  l e t s  s a y ,  t h e  i n s p e c t o r  
g e n e r a l  o r  somebody, t h i s  would have been known. There a r e  
p l a c e s  a s o l d i e r  can go and he can s t a n d  up and make h i s  
vo i ce  hea rd  i n  something l i k e  t h i s .  I d o n ' t  expec t  t h a t  
y o u ' l l  be  i nvo lved  i n  something l i k e  t h i s  aga in .  * 

A. I d o n ' t  t h i n k  so .  

Q. I hope you know t h e r e  i s  a p l a c e  t o  go,  t h e r e  i s  
a way t o  make in fo rma t ion  known. And you d o n ' t  have t o  f e a r  
be ing  punished f o r  making a r e p o r t  l i k e  t h a t .  

A. I know r i g h t  now, b u t  now i t ' s  t o o  l a t e .  I wish 
I could  have done something ahead of  t i m e .  

Q. W e l l ,  i f  you t h i n k  of  any th ing  f u r t h e r  you f e e l  
might h e l p  u s ,  I wish you 'd  l e t  us  know. You can e i t h e r  p u t  i t  
i n  w r i t i n g  o r  even a te lephone  c a l l .  And thank you ve ry  much 
f o r  coming. The h e a r i n g  w i l l  be r e c e s s e d .  

(The h e a r i n g  r e c e s s e d  a t  1551 hour s ,  31 January 
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SUMMARY OF TESTIMONY 

WITNESS: WEST, Charles A. 

DATE CF TESTIMONY: 2 7  January 1970 

PLACE OF TESTIMONY: Pentagon 

WITNESS SUSPECTED OF: Murder, a s s a u l t  wi th  i n t e n t  t o  
commit murder, indecent  a s s a u l t ,  a rson ,  rape ,  and d e s t r u c t i o n  
of proper ty .  

COUNSEL: C i v i l i a n  counsel who w a s  n o t  p r e s e n t  a t  wi tness '  
r eques t . 
DUTY ASSIGNMENT ON 1 6  MARCH 1968: Third Squad Leader, 
Third Pla toon,  C/1 /20 .  

1. PRIOR T R A I N I N G  I N  THE RULES OF ENGAGEMENT. 

While t h e  witness  had keen t o l d  i n  S s s i c  t r a i n i n g  t h a t  
he d i d  n o t  have t o  obey an i l l e g a l  o r d e r ,  he was never t o l d  
what an i l l e g a l  o r d e r  was (pg. 2 9 )  . He was t augh t  i n  
Hawaii t h a t  disobedience t o  an o r d e r  i n  combat meant a  
cour t -mar t ia l  (pg. 2 9 ) .  This confused him because he d id  
n o t  understand how one could be l i a b l e  t o  cour t -mar t ia l  i f  
he obeyed an o r d e r  and a l s o  l i a b l e  t o  cour t -mar t ia l  i f  he 
d id  n o t  obey it (pg. 2 9 )  . He opined t h a t  had t h e  t roops been 
given examples of what an i l l e g a l  o r d e r  was and had been 
informed of  t h e  p e n a l t i e s  f o r  i n f r a c t i o n ,  t h i s  i n c i d e n t  
never would have occurred (pg. 24) . 
2. PREOPERATIONAL PLANS AND BRIEFINGS. 

Captain M E D I N A ' s  b r i e f i n g  was he ld  between 1700 and 1800 on 
15 March a t  LZ Dot t i e  (pg. 5 ) .  MEDINA t o l d  t h e  men t h a t  
they  were going i n t o  P i n k v i l l e ,  s p e c i f i c a l l y  My Lai ( 4 ) ,  
t o  f i g h t  t h e  98th NVA ~ e g i m e n t  and t h e  48th VC B a t t a l i o n  
(pg. 5 ) .  MEDINA t o l d  them t h a t  t h e  v i l l a g e  was heavi ly  
f o r t i f i e d  and t o  expect  a heavy f i g h t  (pgs.  5 ,  7 ) .  H e  
s a i d  they would be supported by a r t i l l e r y  and gunships 
and t h a t  B / 4 / 3  would be with them (pgs.  5 ,  6 )  . MEDINA s a i d  
t h e r e  would be no boobytraps and t h a t  t h i s  was a chance t o  
meet t h e  enemy head on (pg. 7 ) .  He dec lared  t h a t  t h i s  would 
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be  an o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  g e t  even w i t h  t h e  VC f o r  a l l  t h e  men 
C Company had l o s t  (pg. 7 ) .  MEDINA s t a t e d  t h a t  t hey  were 
t o  l e a v e  no th ing  walk ing ,  c r awl ing ,  o r  growing and they  
were t o  d e s t r o y  eve ry th ing  they  found i n  P i n k v i l l e  ( p g . 5 ) .  
The w i t n e s s  d i d  n o t  unders tand  t h i s  t o  mean t h a t  t hey  should 
k i l l  everyone t h e y  found i n  My L a i ,  b u t  some of  t h e  men 
asked MEDINA about  t h e  women and c h i l d r e n  (pg.  6 ) .  MEDINA 
r e p l i e d  t h a t  everyone t h e r e  would be  enemy (pg.  6 )  . The 
ma jo r i t y  of t h e  men i n t e r p r e t e d  M E D I N A ' s  o r d e r  t o  mean t h a t  
they were t o  "wipe o u t  eve ry th ing  r e g a r d l e s s  of  what t hey  
r a n  i n t o "  (pgs .  6 ,  7 )  . MEDINA never  i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  t h e s e  
o r d e r s  came from h i g h e r  up (pg. 6 ) .  However, t h e  w i t n e s s  
f e l t  t h a t  t h e  o r d e r  must have come from h i g h e r  a u t h o r i t y  
o the rwi se  MEDINA would n o t  have g iven  a f i v e  paragraph 
f i e l d  o r d e r  (pg. 2 7 )  . Moreover, t h e  w i tnes s  doubted t h a t  
they  would have I-ad t h e  s u p p o r t  e lements  they had i f  t h e  
o r d e r  d i d  n o t  come from above (pg. 2 7 )  . 
3 .  ASSAULT ON MY L A I .  

a. Ent ry  i n t o  t h e  v i l l a g e .  

WEST a r r i v e d  i n  t h e  second l i f t  (pg. 7 ) .  They 
landed i n  a r i c e  paddy w e s t  o f  t h e  v i l l a g e  where t hey  
remained a w a i t i n g  arders  u n t i l  a f t e r  t h e  1st and 2d p l a t o o n s  
moved i n  (pg.  8) . A s  t h e  1st  and 2d p l a toons  moved 1 0 0  
f e e t  i n t o  t h e  v i l l a g e  t h e r e  was shoot ing  and t h e  w i t n e s s  
thcught  CALLEY r e p o r t e d  r e c e i v i n g  s n i p e r  f i r e  (pq.  9 )  . 
WEST overheard  MEDINA t e l l  CALLEY to;proceed-. ca .u t ious ly  
(pg. 9 ) .  The w i t n e s s  n o t i c e d  a number of f i r e s  as t h e  f i r s t  
and second p l a t o o n s  moved forward (pg. 9 ) .  When t h e  
t h i r d  p l a t o o n  went i n t o  the v i l l a g e  it r e c e i v e d  no f i r e  
(pg. 9 ) .  They proceeded a long  a t r a i l  i n  t h e  c e n t e r  of t h e  
v i l l a g e  (pg.  9 )  . WEST'S p l a toon  had t h e  duty  o f  p r o t e c t i n g  
t h e  headqua r t e r s  e lement  as w e l l  a s  d e s t r o y i n g  hootches ,  
c rops ,  and l i v e s t o c k  (pg.  1 0 ) .  

b .  WEST's squad k i l l s  a group of  Vietnamese. 

The f i r s t  l i v e  group of  people  h i s  squad saw w a s  
i n  t h e  sou th  c e n t r a l  p a r t  o f  t h e  hamlet  (pg. 1 0 ) .  Th is  
group w a s  approximately  80 meters  n o r t h  of  t h e  p o i n t  where 
t h e  main t r a i l  l e a v e s  t h e  sou the rn  edge of  My La i  (pg. 1 5 ! ,  
P r i o r  t o  t h i s  WEST had seen  a l o t  o f  dead people  (pg. 11). 
The group h e  saw was composed of  women and c h i l d r e n  and 
was l i n e d  up a long  t h e  t r a i l  (pg.  11). The photographer ,  
HAEBERLE, w a s  behind WEST's men a t  t h i s  t ime (pg. 11). One 
of t h e  men asked what t hey  w e r e  going t o  do w i t h  t h e s e  
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people t o  which WEST r e p l i e d  t h a t  he d i d  n o t  know (pg. 11). 
A s o l d i e r  p u l l e d  loose  t h e  b louse  of one o f  t h e  women and 
HAEBERLE took a p i c t u r e  of t h i s  (pg. 11). WEST turned t o  
r a d i o  Lieutenant  LACROSS th ink ing  t h a t  t h e  mission might be 
c a l l e d  o f f  because they  had n o t  run i n t o  any oppos i t ion  
p g  1 A t  t h i s  p o i n t  someone opened f i r e  on t h e  women 
and c h i l d r e n ,  and, a s  WEST turned back, he saw most of them 
l y i n g  i n  t h e  pa th  (pg. 11). One of  h i s  men asked, "What 
a r e  w e  going t o  do with them now?" p g  11). WEST s a i d ,  
"Well, t h e  o r d e r ' s  t o  k i l l  them anyway. Might a s  w e l l  go 
ahead and k i l l  them now" (pg. 11). Other than  h imse l f ,  
NERIA, SMITH, and me o t h e r  joined i n  k i l l i n g  o f  t h e  
Vietnamese (pg. 1 2 ) .  WEST d i d  n o t  know i f  PFC WILLIAMS 

I sf i r e d  h i s  M-60 a t  t h e  group (pg. 11). M - 1 6  were used 
(pg. 1 A t  t h e  time of t h i s  i n c i d e n t  t h e  following squad 

members were p r e s e n t  : DUSTIN, WILLIAMS, NERIA,  SMITH, 
MCDONALD, GLIMPSE, and EMERSON (pg. 1 8 ) .  HAEBERLE a l s o  
observed t h i s  (pg. 1 0 ) .  

c. Movement of group of people i n t o  PW c e n t e r .  

A f t e r  t h i s  occurrence they c,ame upon a group of 
1 0  t o  2 0  people on a t r a i l  c l o s e  t o  t h e  o u t s k i r t s  of  My 
L a i  near where t h e  main t r a i l  leaves  t h e  v i l l a g e  (pg. 1 2 ) .  
When these persons were ga thered  up D U S T I N  said,"What a r e  
we going t o  do? I ' m  n o t  going t o  k i l l  t h e  people;  I ' m  
n o t  going t o  shoo t  'em l i k e  t h a t "  (pg. 1 3 ) .  WEST suggested 
t h a t  they t ake  t h e s e  persons t o  a PW c e n t e r  where t h e  
command group could k i l l  them i f  it wanted them dead 
(pg. 13) .  WEST discovered two G I s ,  whom he be l i eved  t o  be 
from t h e  f i r s t  p la toon,  guarding o t h e r  p r i s o n e r s  (pg. 1 3 ) .  
The word was passed from man t o  man n o t  t o  k i l l  t h e  people,  
b u t  t o  b r i n g  them i n s t e a d  t o  t h e  PW c e n t e r  (pg. 1 3 ) .  He 
d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  an o rde r  t o  s t o p  t h e  k i l l i n g  (pg. 2 2 ) .  A l l  
he heard was t h i s  word passed among t h e  men t o  s t o p  shooting 
and t ake  p r i s o n e r s  t o  t h e  PW s i t e  (pg. 2 3 ) .  

d. The cap tu re  of  Vietnamese at tempting t o  escape.  

When they l e f t  t h e  group of  people a t  t h e  PW 
c e n t e r ,  LACROSS ordered WEST'S squad t o  go back i n t o  t h e  
v i l l a g e  v i a  a c e r t a i n  t r a i l  (pg. 1 3 ) .  P r i o r  t o  reaching 
this t r a i l  they no t i ced  15 t o  20 people running ac ross  a 
f i e l d  200 t o  500 meters from t h e  squad (pg. 1 3 ) .  The wi tness  
informed LACROSS of t h i s  f a c t  and t o l d  LACROSS t h a t  he be l ieved 
mi l i ta ry-age  . males were inc luded i n  t h e  group (pg. 13)  . 
WEST f e l t  t h a t  by shoot ing a t  t h e s e  people he could p i n  them 
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down and c a p t u r e  them b e f o r e  t hey  had a chance t o  r each  t h e  
subhamlet  s o u t h e a s t  o f  M y  L a i  ( 4 )  (pg.  1 4 )  . LACROSS 
approved t h i s  p l a n ,  and t h u s  WEST, NERIA,  DUSTIN, EMERSON, 
and MCDONALD moved o u t  i n  p u r s u i t  of t h i s  group which they  
caught  (pg.  1 4 ) .  It con ta ined  f i v e  mi l i t a ry -age  males 
(pg.  1 4 ) .  I n  chas ing  t h e s e  groups they  d i d  n o t  reach  t h e  
hootches  i n  t h e  subhamlet  (pg. 1 5 ) .  These persons  were 
t aken  t o  t h e  PW s i t e  (pg. 1 4 )  . 

e .  F u r t h e r  e v e n t s  i n  My L a i  ( 4 )  . 
A s  t h e  squad moved back t o  t h e  v i l l a g e ,  LACROSS 

o rde red  them t o  se t  up s e c u r i t y  on i t s  s o u t h e a s t e r n  edge 
(pg. 1 5 ) .  They went t o  t h e  des igna t ed  a r e a ,  set  up i n  a 
r i c e  paddy, and s t a y e d  t h e r e  t h e  r e s t  of t h e  a f t e r n o o n  
awa i t i ng  o r d e r s  (pgs .  1 5 ,  18)  . H e  d i d  n o t  s e e  a d i t c h  
f i l l e d  w i t h  bod ie s  t h a t  day. However, a t  one p o i n t  h e  
observed Vietnamese s t a n d i n g  i n  a d i t c h  guarded by G I ' s  
(pg. 1 5 ) .  When he  pas sed  t h e  d i t c h  l a t e r  he was n o t  c l o s e  
enough t o  s e e  i f  it had any bod ie s  i n  it (pg.  1 5 ) .  During 
t h e  day he  observed t h a t  t h e  p l a toons  were a l l  mingled t o -  
g e t h e r  i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  and t h e  men seemed t o  be moving about  
on t h e i r  own @g. 2 6 ) .  He s a w  between 50 t o  150 bod ie s  
i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  t h a t  day (pg. 25) . 

Events  a t  t h e  l a a g e r  s i t e .  

A s  t hey  moved e a s t  toward t h e  graveyard  h i s  
squad went through a burn ing  hamlet  i n  which t h e r e  were dead 
bodies  and dead l i v e s t o c k  (pg.  1 8 ) .  H i s  squad d i d  no more 
sea rch ing  and d e s t r o y i n g  (pg.  1 8 ) .  A t  t h e  l a a g e r  s i t e  he  
observed ARVN pe r sonne l  i n t e r r o g a t i n g  s u s p e c t s  about  2 5  t o  
35 meters  from h i s  p o s i t i o n  (pg.  19)  . H e  asked Se rgean t  
PHU what was be ing  s a i d  and was t o l d  t h a t  t h e  s u s p e c t s  
were be ing  informed t h a t  i f  t hey  d i d  n o t  r e v e a l  t h e  where- 
abouts  of t h e  98 th  NVA ~ e g i m e n t  they would be  k i l l e d  (pg.19) . 
One man was p l a c e d  i n  a ho le  s i x  t o  e i g h t  f e e t  deep and 
50 meters  long and s h o t  t h r e e  t imes (pg. 19)  . I n  s h o o t i n g  
a second man a round went w i l d  and n e a r l y  h i t  a G I  (pg. 1 9 ) .  
A f t e r  11 t o  1 2  s u s p e c t s  had been k i l l e d  o n e  o f  t h e  remaining 
p r i s o n e r s  s t a t e d  t h a t  they  had been t h e r e  t h e  n i g h t  b e f o r e  
and had moved t o  t h e  South China Sea (pg.  2 0 ) .  A h e l i c o p t e r  
was c a l l e d  i n  t o  remove t h e  rest  of t h e  s u s p e c t s  (pg. 2 0 ) .  
The w i t n e s s  hea rd  about  a f i n g e r  be ing  c u t  o f f  a p r i s o n e r ,  
b u t  d i d  n o t  see it (pg. 2 0 ) .  
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g .  Movements on t h e  1 7 t h  and 18 th .  

The n e x t  morning t h e  company moved r a p i d l y  t o  
e f f e c t  a c a p t u r e  b e f o r e  t h e  enemy reached t h e  South China 
Sea (pg.  2 0 )  . Between 130C and 1330 they  reached a smoking 
hamlet  i n  which they  p icked  up t h r e e  m i l i t a r y - a g e  males 
and two women (pg. 2 1 )  . The company d i d  n o t  burn any hamlets  
because t h e  on ly  one they  s a w  was a l r e a d y  burn ing  (pg. 2 2 ) .  
The w i t n e s s  s a w  MEDINA i n t e r r o g a t e  one o f  t h e  p r i s o n e r s  by 
f i r i n g  p r o g r e s s i v e l y  lower s h o t s  ove r  t h e  man's head (pg. 2 1 )  . 
MEDINA d i d  t h i s  a f t e r  h i s  e f f o r t s  t o  make t h e  man t a l k  by 
use  o f  p l a y i n g  Russian r o u l e t t e  w i t h  h i s  .38 r e v o l v e r  
f a i l e d  (pg. 21 ) .  PHU a l s o  f i r e d  some s h o t s  ove r  t h e  man's 
head (pg.  2 1 ) .  F i n a l l y ,  t h e  man t o l d  them t h a t  he was an 
area commander f o r  t h e  48th  VC B a t t a l i o n  (pg. 2 1 ) .  The 
w i t n e s s  thought  MEDINA had a p i c t u r e  t aken  of h imse l f  
d r i n k i n g  from a coconut wh i l e  ho ld ing  a  machete under t h e  
t h r o a t  of  a VC s u s p e c t  (pg. 2 1 ) .  They moved back two c l i c k s  
t o  s e t  up f o r  t h e  n i g h t  and they  were p icked  up on t h e  
1 8 t h  (pg. 2 2 ) .  

They w e r e  m e t  a t  LZ D o t t i e  by Colonel  HENDERSON who 
ques t ioned  BERNHARDT and some o t h e r s  (pg. 2 3 ) .  HENDERSON 
t o l d  t h e  men t h a t  t hey  should  n o t  be  proud o f  what had 
t r a n s p i r e d  (pg. 2 3 )  . Lieu tenan t  Colonel  BEERS f lew i n  and 
spoke t o  MEDINA a t  t h e  company CP (pg.  23) . Although t h e  
w i t n e s s  d i d  n o t  h e a r  what was s a i d ,  PAUL t o l d  WEST t h a t  
BEERS informed MEDINA h e  was ashamed t h a t  C Company was 
p a r t  o f  1/20. BEERS a l s o  made a c c u s a t i o n s  about  My Lai  
(pg. 2 3 ) .  WEST d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  MEDINA say ing  anyth ing  about  
an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  (pg. 2 4 ) .  He w a s  neve r  t o l d  t o  keep q u i e t  
about  t h e  i n c i d e n t ,  and he never  spoke t o  an i n v e s t i g a t i n g  
o f f i c e r  (pgs.  24, 2 5 ) .  The on ly  person  who w a s  t o l d  n o t  t o  
t a l k  was BERNHARDT who had t h r e a t e n e d  t o  w r i t e  h i s  congressman 
(pg. 2 5 ) .  MEDINA t o l d  BERNHARDT n o t  t o  w r i t e  because t h e r e  

w a s  an  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  going on (pg. 2 5 ) .  MCDONALD a l s o  
planned t o  w r i t e  h i s  congressman because he  thought  t h e  
i n c i d e n t  had n o t  been i n v e s t i g a t e d  p r o p e r l y  (pg.  2 7 ) .  The 
w i t n e s s  thought  t h e  presence  o f  a photographer  on t h e  miss ion  
made it imposs ib l e  f o r  h i g h e r  a u t h o r i t i e s  n o t  t o  know about  
t h e  i n c i d e n t  (pg. 2 7 ) .  He was s u r p r i s e d  t o  l e a r n  t h a t  
November of  1969 was t h e  f i r s t  t ime anyone had hea rd  o f  
it (pg. 2 6 ) .  
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5. OTHER INFORMATION. 

a.  Presence  o f  BARKER. 

The w i t n e s s  saw LTC BARKER dur ing  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  i n  h i s  
command and c o n t r o l  h e l i c o p t e r  over  t h e  s o u t h e a s t  c o r n e r  
of t h e  v i l l a g e ,  sometimes no h i g h e r  than  t r e e t o p  l e v e l  
(pg. 2 4 ) .  

b .  WEST'S op in ion  on t h e  reasons  f o r  t h e  i n c i d e n t .  

The w i t n e s s  opined t h a t  M E D I N A ' s  o r d e r  should  have 
s p e l l e d  o u t  what t o  do w i t h  c i v i l i a n s  encountered i n  t h e  
v i l l a g e  (pg. 25) . Furthermore,  t h e r e  was i n s u f f i c i e n t  
l e a d e r s h i p  once t h e  company moved i n t o  M y  L a i  (pg. 2 5 ) .  

c. Miscel laneous.  

(1) WEST d i d  n o t  s e e  BEERS i n  t h e  f i e l d  dur ing  
t h e  o p e r a t i o n  (pg.  23) . 

(2 )  He hea rd  something a b 0 & ~ / 4 / 3  wiping o u t  a 
v i l l a g e  on t h e  c o a s t  on t h e  1 8 t h  (pg. 2 7 ) .  

( 3 )  He d i d  n o t  know i f  t h e  men used mar i juana  on 
t h e  miss ion  (pg. 2 8 ) .  
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E X H I B I T S  

EXHIBIT 
NUMBER 

S 
D E S C R I P T I O N  

i t n e 
N O T E S  

s s a 
P A G E S  

Y 
P-1  ~ e r i a lphoto of My L a i  on m a p .  7 

G r o u p  of people 
P-40 M i s c e l l a n e o u s  Scene witness had shot. 12 
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(The hr.aring was reconvened a t  1210 hours ,  
27 January 1970 .) 

MR WEST: The hear ing  came t o  o rde r .  

RCDR: The following persons a r e  p resen t :  MR WEST, 
MR WALSH, COL MILLER, COL F R A N K L I N ,  MAJ ZYCHOWSKI, and M A J  COOP. 

The next  wi tness  is  M r .  Charles  A. WEST. 

(MR WEST was c a l l e d  as  a w i t n e s s ,  was sworn, and 
t e s t  ~ f i e das f o l l ~ w : ~:) 

W i l l  you s t a t e  your f u l l  name, your occupation and 
ad3ress .  

2;. . Charles  Anthony WEST; occupat ion,  mechanical 
engineer ,  Sea r s  and R,2ebuck; home address ,  4844 South S t a t e  
Sc ree t ,  Chicago, I l l i n o i s .  

13R WEST: M r .  WEST, before  we g e t  i n t o  any q u e s t i o n s ,  
have you seen  t h e  Exhibi t  M-57 which con ta ins  information 
about t h e  n a t u r e  and purpose of  our  i n q u i r y ?  

A. Y e s ,  s ir ,  I have. 

Q Do you have any ques t ions  about anything? 

A. No, s i r ,  I completely understand them. 

Q Have you received an o rde r  from t h e  m i l i t a r y  
judge i n  the cases  of t h e  United S t a t e s  v. Cal ley  o r  the 
United S t a t e s  v. Mi tchel l?  

A .  I rece ived  an o rde r  i n  t h e  case of t h e  United 
S t a t e s  v. Cal ley .  

Q Before we g e t  i n t o  any q u e s t i o n s ,  Colonel MILLER 
w i l l  advise you f u r t h e r  concerning t h a t  and a l s o  as  t o  your 
t e s t i m o n i a l  r i g h t s .  
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COL MILLER: I n  E x h i b i t  M-57 you have perhaps  r e a d  t h a t  w e  
have o b t a i n e d  and reviewed s t a t emen t s  made by w i t n e s s e s  . 
Some of t h o s e  s t a t emen t s  were made i n  o t h e r  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  
i n t o  t h i s  My L a i  i n c i d e n t .  We've a l s o  reviewed the state-
ments o f  t h e  people  who have t e s t i f i e d  b e f o r e  t h i s  hear: 
i n g .  I n o t e  t h a t  on 6 December of t h i s  y e a r  you made a 
s t a t e m e n t  t o  t h e  C I D .  W e  have a copy of  t h a t  s t a t e m e n t  and 
have reviewed it. 

I a l s o  n o t e  t h a t  a t  t h a t  t ime  you were adv i sed  
concerning your  t e s t i m o n i a l  r i g h t s ,  your  r i g h t  t o  counse l ,  
and you were informed o f  c e r t a i n  o f f e n s e s  of  which you w e r e  
su spec t ed .  Now b e f o r e  w e  ask you any q u e s t i o n s  t oday ,  I 
want t o  aga in  adv i se  you o f  your  t e s t i m o n i a l  r i g h t s  and your 
r i g h t  t o  counse l .  I ' d  l i k e  t o  have you l i s t e n  ve ry  care-
f u l l y ,  and i f  you have any q u e s t i o n s  p l e a s e  f e e l  f r e e  t o  ask 
them be£ o r e  we proceed.  

Based on t h e  i n fo rma t ion  w e  have r e a d  and t h e  
s t a t e m e n t s  we have o b t a i n e d ,  w e  have cause  t o  s u s p e c t  you 
of  t h e  o f f e n s e s  o f  murder,  a s s a u l t  w i t h  i n t e n t  t o  commit 
murder,  and i n d e c e n t  a s s a u l t .  I n o t e  t h a t  you w e r e  pre-
v ious ly  advised  of  o t h e r  o f f e n s e s  such  a s  a r s o n ,  r a p e ,  
and d e s t r u c t i o n  o f  p r o p e r t y .  

With r e s p e c t  t o  t h e s e  o f f e n s e s  o f  which you a r e  
suspec t ed ,  you have a number o f  r i g h t s .  

F i r s t  of  a l l ,  you have t h e  r i g h t  t o  remain si-
l e n t ,  t o  make no s t a t e m e n t  whatsoever .  Any s t a t e m e n t  you do  
make may be used as ev idence  aga i i i s t  you i n  a c r i x i n a l  t r i a l .  
Many of t h e s e  o f f e n s e s  which I mentioned a r e  v i o l a t i o n s  o f  
t h e  Uniform Code of  M i l i t a r y  J u s t i c e  and maybe v i o l a t i o n s  o f  
t h e  laws of war. 

You have t h e  r i g h t  t o  c o n s u l t  w i t l ~counse l .  By 
counse l ,  I mean a q u a l i f i e d  lawyer.  You can have t h i s  coun-
sel  p r e s e n t  with you a t  t h i s  h e a r i n g  i f  you wish .  Now t h i s  
counse l  may be c i v i l i a n  counse l  t h a t  you employ a t  your  own 
expense,  o r  i f  you wi sh ,  a  m i l i t a r y  counse l  would be appoint-
e d  t o  adv i se  you. I f  you wish you could have bo th  a c iv-
i l i a n  counse l  whom you employ and a m i l i t a r y  counse l  who 
would be  prov ided  i f  you wish t o  have one. 

On t h e  o t h e r  hand you have t h e  r i g h t  t o  proceed 
wi thout  counse l  o r  t o  n o t  make a s t a t e m e n t  a t  a l l .  I f  you 
do 'decide t o  answer q u e s t i o n s  today and t o  proceed wi thou t  
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having any counse l ,  you may s t o p  answering ques t ions  a t  
any t ime o r  you may re fuse  t o  answer any p a r t i c u l a r  ques t ion .  
You a l s o  have t h e  r i g h t  t o  r eques t  t h e  appointment of  m i l i -
t a r y  counsel a t  any t ime,  o r  t h e  r i g h t  t o  s t o p  and seek 
c i v i l i a n  counsel.  A l l  of t h e s e  r i g h t s .  

In  s h o r t ,  it ' s  up t o  you whether you wish t o  
make any s ta tement  today concerning t h e s e  o f f e n s e s  of which 
you a r e  suspected ,  whether you wish t o  have counsel  h e r e ,  
o r  whether you wish t o  n o t  have counsel  h e r e .  I f  you pro-
ceed wi thout  counsel ,  i t ' s  up t o  you whether you wish t o  
cont inue answering ques t ions  e i t h e r  wi th  o r  wi thout  counsel ,  
o r  t o  s t o p  and ask t h a t  counsel be made a v a i l a b l e .  Do you 
understand what I ' v e  gone through s o  f a r ?  

A. Yes, s i r ,  I would say .  

Q A 11 r i g h t .  Now I have one more ques t ion .  Do 
you have counse l ,  c i v i l i a n  counse l ,  a l ready t h a t  you wish 
t o  have p r e s e n t  today? 

A. I have c i v i l i a n  counse l ,  b u t  I do n o t  wish t o  
have him presen t .  

Q A l l  r i g h t .  Do you wish t o  have m i l i t a r y  coun-
s e  l ?  

No, I d s n ' t  Sel lcvr  that w i l l  be necessary.  

a And my next  ques t ion:  a r e  you w i l l i n g  t o  answer 
ques t ions  o r  make a s ta tement  today? 

A. Y e s .  

Q - M r .  WEST mentioned previous ly  t h a t  you were 
s u b i e c t  t o  t h e  o rde r  of t h e  m i l i t a r y  judge i n  t h e  genera l

- -

cour t -mar t ia l  case  of  United S t a t e s  v. Calley.  Your t e s t i -
mony before  t h i s  inqu i ry  i s  w i t h i n  t h e  limits of  t h a t  order .  
In  o t h e r  words, you a r e  n o t  v i o l a t i n g  t h a t  o r d e r  by appearing 
h e r e  and t e s t i f y i n g .  The f a c t  t h a t  you do t e s t i f y  h e r e  does no t  
change t h e  e f f e c t  of t h a t  o rde r .  I t  w i l l  s t i l l  apply a s  it 
d i d  be fo re .  

Now we, of course ,  reques t  t h a t  you do n o t  d i s -
cuss your testimony h e r e  except  a s  you a r e  r equ i red  t o  do 
before  a competent j u d i c i a l ,  l e g i s l a t i v e ,  o r  adminis tra-
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t i v e  t r i b u n a l  o r  body. A cour t -mar t ia l  would be an example 
of the  j u d i c i a l  body. T h i s  hear ing i s  an admin i s t r a t ive  
body. The House Armed Services  Committee would, be an example 
of a l e g i s l a t i v e  body. Do you have any ques t ions  a t  a l l  
about what I have t o l d  you so f a r ?  

A. No, I th ink  I , c l e a r l y  understand the  way you 
read it and I f e e l  t h a t  i f  t h e r e  i s  a ques t ion  t h a t  a r i s e s  
t h a t  I cannot answer then I w i l l  r eques t  l e g a l  advice.  

Q. You have t h a t  r i g h t  a t  any time o r  t h e  r i g h t  t o  
refuse t o  answer a ques t ion  i f  you wish o r  t o  s t o p  t h e  
ques t ions  . 
MR WEST: M r .  WEST, f o r  the  record ,  were you a member of 
the United S t a t e s  Army on 1 6  March 1968? 

A. Yes, sir.  

Q When were you discharged? 

A. I was d ischarged,  I th ink  it was 26 November 
1968. 

Q On 16 March 1968, what was your grade,  your
duty assignment, and your o u t f i t ?  

A. On 1 6  March, my grade was SP4 ; I was w i t h  C/1/20 
11th  I n f a n t r y  Brigade under the  ' d i r e c t i o n  of the  America1 
D i v i s i o ~ i .  Xy p o s i t i ~ nz*L t h a t  tine was a c t i n g  s e r g e a ~ t ,  
squad l e a d e r .  

Q What squad and what platoon? 

A. I had t h e  t h i r d  squad, 3d Platoon. 

Q. Who was your platoon l eader  and who was your 
platoon se rgean t?  

A. My pla toon l eader  a t  t h a t  time was Lieutenant  
J e f f r e y  LACROSS, and my platoon sergeant  a t  t h a t  t i m e  was 
S t a f f  Sergeant Manuel LOPEZ. 

Q Do you remember names of any o t h e r  men of your
squad? 
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A. Y e s ,  I remember most of t h e  members I had i n  
my squad. A t  t h a t  time I had ,  my team l e a d e r ,  my two team 
l e a d e r s  were SP4 EMERSON, SP4 Raymond MCDONALD. Then I had 
a PFC N E R I A  and a PFC WILLIAMS. There w a s  a PFC POLSTON, 
PENDLETON, and those a r e  a l l  I can remember t h a t  was i n  t h e  
squad a t  t h a t  time. 

Q How about DUSTIN and GLIMPSE? 

A. Yes, both of t h o s e  were i n  t h e  squad. 

a .  With re fe rence  t o  the  a s s a u l t  t h a t  took p lace
aga ins t  My Lai  ( 4 )  on 16 March 1968. C a n  you t e l l  us what 
Captain MEDINA t o l d  Char l i e  Company, t h e  af te rnoon of  t h e  
1 5 t h ,  while  you were a t  Landing Zone Dot t i e?  

A. On t h e  15 March, a t  LZ D o t t i e  we had an o r i e n t a -
t i o n .  This o r i e n t a t i o n ,  I b e l i e v e  i t  was r i g h t  a f t e r  w e  
had had chow, between t h e  hours of about 1700 and 1800 i n  
t h e  evening, and Captain MEDINA informed us t h a t  we d i d  
have paragraph o r d e r s .  We found t h a t  we would be g e t t i n g  
a chance t o  go w i t h i n  P i n k v i l l e ,  due * to  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  e a r l -
i e r  we had been i n  t h e  a r e a  of P i n k v i l l e  and w e  had been 
sniped a t  a long t h e  way and we had never  r ece ived  t h e  auth-
o r i t y  t o  a c t u a l l y  go i n  P i n k v i l l e  i t s e l f .  Now, P i n k v i l l e  a t  
t h a t  time was known t o  us a s  t h e  pink a r e a  on t h e  map; I 
t h i n k  it was r e f e r r e d  t o  as  My Lai ( 4 )  . 

He t o l d  us t h a t  i t  was supposed t o  be heav i ly  
f o r t i f i e d  with enemy t roops  from t h e  98th NVA Regiment and 
elements from t h e  48th VC B a t t a l i o n ,  and t h i s  was t h e  people 
t h a t  had sn ipe red  on us dur ing  t h e  t ime t h a t  w e  had been 
around P i n k v i l l e .  H e  t o l d  us t h a t  w e  would have support  
e lements ,  both a r t i l l e r y ,  gunships and o t h e r  e lements  f r o m  
our  Task Force Barker. They would be suppor t ing  us a s  w e  
went i n t o  P i n k v i l l e  and he t o l d  us t h a t  t h e r e  was supposed 
t o  be an a i r  a t t a c k ,  t h e  morning b e f o r e  w e  went i n .  He 
a l s o  s t r e s s e d  t o  us t h e  importance of o u r  ammo being  c lean ,  
our  weapons be ing  c l e a n ,  and mostly a l l  t he  g e a r  we were 
t a k i n g  i n  with us  would be h igh ly  f u n c t i o n a l .  

And t hen  he made t h e  s ta tement ,  "That when we 
went i n  P i n k v i l l e  we was t o  leave  nothing walking,  crawling,  
nor  growing." He s a i d ,  "We were t o  des t roy  everyth ing  t h a t  
w e  found i n  P inkv i l l e . "  
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Q - Did he i n d i c a t e  t h a t  t h i s  informat ion  had come 
from any h igher  headquar ters?  

A. No, he never  d i d  i n d i c a t e  t o  us whether i t  had 
come from h igher  o r  n o t .  He never -told us  whether it cane 
from h igher .  

Q. 
t h e  

Did he i n d i c a t e  
opera t ion  wi th  you? 

t h a t  B/4/3 was p a r t i c i p a t i n g  

A .  Yes, he t o l d  us t h a t  B/4/3 and poss ib ly  D / 3 / 1  
would be with us .  

Q. Now, when he s a i d ,  "There was t o  be nothing
l e f t  walking, crawling o r  growing," d i d  you understand t h a t  
t o  mean a11 t h e  people t h a t  you found i n  M y  Lai ( 4 )  would 
be k i l l e d ?  

A. A t  t h e  t ime t h a t  he s a i d  i t ,  no. I d i d n ' t  t a k e  
it t h a t  way because I f igured  we would run i n t o  a l l  t h e  
enemy t roops  once we g o t  t h e r e  anyway. So I d i d n ' t  f i g u r e  
t h i s  needed exp la in ing ,  b u t  t h e r e  were some i n d i v i d u a l s  who 
asked Captain MEDINA, a t  t h a t  t ime,  what about t h e  women and 
c h i l d r e n  t h a t  w i l l  be t h e r e .  And he s a i d  t h a t ,  he made t h e  
s ta tement ,  "The only t h i n g  t h a t  w i l l  be i n  P i n k v i l l e  i s  enemy 
t roops .  " He s a i d ,  "That t h e  only t h i n g  w i l l  be t h e r e  is  enemy; 
everything t h e r e  i s  enemy. " 

(2. Neb: did on t z k e  this t n  mean t h e r e  wouldn 't 
be any women and c h l l d r e n  o r  t h a t  t h e  women and c h i l d r e n  
would be enemy? 

A .  I took i t  t o  mean t h a t  everyth ing  i n  the v i l l a g e  
was enemy. 

Q What was your impression as  t o  how t h e  o t h e r  men 
i n  your squad understood t h i s ?  In  your p la toon?  Is t h i s  
the  genera l ly  accepted understanding o r  was t h e r e  disagree-
ment about what he meant? 

A. There w a s n ' t  any disagreement a s  f a r  a s  I knew, 
due t o  the f a c t  t h a t  no one came t o  me with any disagreement 
o r  asked any ques t ions  a s  f a r  a s ,  "Were we t o  k i l l  every-
th ing  i n  t h e r e "  because from t h e  way t h a t  he  had s t r e s s e d  
t h i s .  Maybe t h i s  was under s t r a i n  o r  under an environment 
t h a t  we had been through p r i o r  t o  t h e  My Lai  i n c i d e n t ,  b u t  
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he expla ined  i t  i n  a way t h a t  we was t o  wipe ou t  every-
t h i n g  t h e r e .  I t h i n k  t h a t  t h e  ma jo r i ty  of t h e  men took 
it, th i s  meant everyth ing  r e g a r d l e s s  of  what we run i n t o .  

Q Were you expect ing  a p r e t t y  good f i g h t  i n  t h e r e ?  

A. Yes, w e  had been near  P i n k v i l l e  on two previous 
occasions.  Every time we went t h e r e  they  pinned o u r  whole 
company down and heavy f i r e  came from the,v i l l a g e  wi th  
automatic and semiautomatic weapon. The 4/3  I n f a n t r y  had 
been t h e r e  and they rece ived  some mortar  f i r e  o r  something. 
So we expected when we went t h e r e  t h a t  we would meet t h e  
enemy head on once we g o t  t o  t h e  v i l l a g e .  

Q. I ' m  n o t  s u r e  whether o r  n o t  y o u  mentioned t h i s .  
Did he say anything about Char l i e  Company having a chance 
t o  g e t  even with t h e  VC? 

A. Y e s ,  I d i d n ' t  mention t h a t ,  b u t  he d i d  say  t h a t  
f i n a l l y  w e ' l l  g e t  a chance t o  g e t  even wi th  t h e  VC i n  t h a t  
a r e a ,  due t o  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h i s  was t h e  only a r e a  t h a t  we 
r e a l l y  e v e r  l o s t  any men. And he s a i d ,  "Now they  won't be using 
bobby t r a p s .  We ' l l  be meeting them head on, t h e r e  won't  be 
bobby t r a p s  t h a t  w i l l  be i n j u r i n g  o u r  people."  

Q- Could you t e l l  u s ,  M r .  WEST, j u s t  what happened
a f t e r  t h e  company was l i f t e d  i n t o  t h e  a r e a  by h e l i c o p t e r  
t h e  next  morning? 

A. Well, when we was a i r  l i f t e d  i n t o  P i n k v i l l e  w e  
was more o r  less one of t h e  l a s t  e lements  going i n .  The 
1 s t  and 2d Pla toon had a l ready been l i f t e d  i n .  Our main 
funct ion  dur ing  t h e  time we g o t  t o  P i n k v i l l e  was t h a t  once 
we g o t  on t h e  ground, t h a t  we was assembling more o r  l e s s  
c l o s e  t o  t h e  mortar  p la toon and t h e  command element which 
included Captain MEDINA a t  t h a t  t ime. 

Q L e t  me show you something now, M r .  WEST. I n  
f r o n t  of you is  a blown up v e r t i c a l  a e r i a l  photograph Ex-
h i b i t  P-1. I t ' s  a v e r t i c a l  photograph. I t 's  taken r i g h t  
from d i r e c t l y  above. It shows My Lai  ( 4 )  i n  t h e  c e n t e r  and t h e  
surrounding area .  The s c a l e  of  t h i s  photograph is  about 1 i n c h  
equals  80 meters.  T h e  top of i t  i s  n o r t h  and t o  your r i g h t  i s  
e a s t  over  toward the China Sea. On your l e f t  is  a 1:25,000 s c a l e  
map en te red  i n  evidence as Exh ib i t  MAP-4 which a l s o  shows My L a i  ( 4  
here. You n o t i c e  t h e  l i t t l e  hamlet,  a s t r e a m l i n e ,  cor res-
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ponds t o  t h i s  one on t h e  photograph.  You n o t i c e  t h e  t r a i l ,  
main t r a i l ,  running sou th  from My L a i  ( 4 )  j o i n s  Highway-
521 .  Here's t h e  same t h i n g  on t h e  map. Now your  l and ing  
zone is  t o  t h e  west  of  My Lai  ( 4 )  r i g h t  i n  t h e r e .  Does t h i s  
look f a m i l a r  t o  you? 

A .  Right ,  t h e  C I D ,  he had a map s imilar  t o  t h i s  and 
he exp la ined  t o  me, you know, what was a l l  t h e  l o c a t i o n s  on 
t h e  map. 

Q. J u s t  l ook ing  a t  t h e  photo t h e r e ,  can you t e l l  
us what you saw and what you d i d  t h e r e  t h a t  morning? 

.A.  W e l l ,  on t h i s  map, we landed up i n  t h e  r i c e  pad-
d i e s  up i n  h e r e  ( i n d i c a t i n g ) .  This would be t o  t h e  w e s t  end 
of t h e  v i l l a g e ,  r i g h t ?  

Q. Fine.  

A. W e  landed up i n  t h i s  a r e a  and we s e c t i o n e d  o f f .  
The command w a s  more o r  less coming up t o  c e n t e r  he re .  And 
then  we had--

Q- ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Who w a s  t h a t ?  

A. This  would be t h e  3d P la toon  and t h e  command 
group. 

Q Command group? 

A .  Right .  And then  I f o r g o t  which f l a n k ,  b u t  on 
one f l a n k  we had t h e  2d P la toon  and t h e  1st P la toon .  Once 
we w e r e  s e t t l e d  i n  t h e  paddy, we s i t  t h e r e  f o r  a  whi le .  We 
was w a i t i n g  o r d e r s ,  f u r t h e r  o r d e r s ,  from Captain  MEDINA, you 
know, when t o  move and when o u r  command group was going t o  
move. F i n a l l y  a f t e r  we had s i t  t h e r e  f o r  a wh i l e ,  o u r  
l i e u t e n a n t  came back. H e  had been i n  a  conference  wi th  Cap-
t a i n  MEDINA and t o l d  us  t o  g e t  ready ,  because we would be 
moving i n t o  t h e  v i l l a g e  ve ry  s h o r t l y .  

During t h i s  t i m e ,  w e  was s t i l l  i n  a s i t t i n g  pos-
i t i o n ,  t h e  1st and 2d P la toons  q o t  up and moved o u t .  Be-
cause -they  w e r e  moving i n  a more d i r e c t  l i n e  t o  t h e  p a r t  of  
t h e  v i l l a g e ,  and t o  t h i s  p a r t  of t h e  v i l l a g e  h e r e  ( i n d i c a t i n g ) .  

Q- Moving from w e s t  t o  e a s t ?  
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A. Yes, they was moving from west t o  e a s t  ; they 
was covering t h e  n o r t h e a s t  and t h e  sou theas t  corner .  

Q Southwest corner? 

A. Southwest corner  of t h e  v i l l a g e .  And as  they 
was moving i n ,  I guess they had moved 100 f e e t  o r  s o ,  t h e r e  
was some f i r e .  So,' I th ink  it was Lieutenant  CALLEY repor t -
ed back t o  Captain MEDINA t h a t  they had rece ived  sn ipe r  
f i r e  from t h e  v i l l a g e .  And Captain MEDINA--I could hear 
him t a l k  on the--on my pla toon l e a d e r ' s  r a d i o  a t  t h a t  t ime,  
because we was s i t t i n g  about a s  f a r  a s  from me t o  t h e  
s p e c i a l i s t  here .  Captain MEDINA t o l d  him t o  engage--I 
mean, t ake  c a r e f u l  measures. So they go t  up and moved on 
i n t o  t h e  v i l l a g e  and-- le t ' s  say ,  I d o n ' t  know i f  it was 
s n i p e r  f i r e  o r  n o t ,  because we never d i d  s e e  any--at l e a s t  
not  i n  our  s e c t i o n .  

Q Y-ou never d i d  draw any f i r e ?  

A. No, w e  went s t r a i g h t  up t h e  c e n t e r  and once they 
made c o n t a c t  we went up t o  support  both f l anks .  We would 
be supported from t h e  c e n t e r  and we d i d n ' t  draw any f i r e ,  
we wasn't  f i r i n g  when we f i r s t  g o t  t o  t h e  edge of t h e  v i l -
lage.  So, they moved on i n t o  t h e  v i l l a g e ,  and once we 
go t  t o  t h i s  s e c t o r  of t h e  v i l l a g e  here  ( i n d i c a t i n g ) ,  and 
m o s t  of t h i s  s e c t o r  down i n  h e r e ,  I guess they s t a r t e d  searching 
and des t roying ,  because I seen a whole l o t  of f i r i n g .  A whole 
l o t  of f i r e s  were s t a r t e d  and t h e r e  was a whole l o t  of f i r i n g  
going on. So, we come up t h e  c e n t e r ,  t h e r e ' s  a t r a i l  here--
it d o n ' t  show up t o o  c l e a r l y  on t h e  map, and we picked up 
a t r a i l  r i g h t  i n  t h e  c e n t e r  of t h e  v i l l a g e  up i n  here  somewhere. 

Q. What d i r e c t i o n  was t h e  t r a i l  running? To the  
e a s t ,  o r  d i d  it angle  o f f ?  

A. The t r a i l  was angl ing  o f f ,  it was running more 
o r  l e s s  west.  I say w e s t ,  toward t h e  s o u t h e a s t .  

Q West t o  . t h e  sou theas t?  

A. Yes. So my squad, w e  come up and covered t h i s  
t r a i l  i n  t h e  underground complexes they had i n  t h i s  a r e a ,  
p lus  t h e r e  w a s  some hootches t h a t  1st--I th ink  it was 1st 
Platoon had missed. 
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Q. L e t ' s  s t o p  t h e r e  j u s t  a  minute.  What miss ion  
w a s  your p l a t o o n  a s s igned  i n  t h e  hamlet--3d P la toon?  

A. W e l l ,  3d P l a toon ,  we had two f u n c t i o n s  be ing '  
t h e r e  a t  t h a t  t ime.  One f u n c t i o n  was t o  p r o t e c t  t h e  head-
q u a r t e r s  element which we d i d  have r e a r  s e c u r i t y  s e t  up t o  
p r o t e c t  headqua r t e r s .  Okay, w e  had f o u r  f i r e  teams t o  the 
f r o n t .  The purpose o f  t h o s e  f o u r  f i r e  teams was; one f i r e  team 
s e t  up s e c u r i t y  p o s i t i o n s  t h e  o t h e r  f i r e  team sea rches  and 
des t roy .  And this w a s  a f i r e  team d e s i g n a t o r .  One would 
s e a r c h  and d e s t r o y ,  and one would set up a s e c u r i t y  f o r c e .  

The f u n c t i o n  of t h a t  s e a r c h  and d e s t r o y ,  they  
would s e a r c h  eve ry th ing  , t h a t  looked l i k e  it could be a h i d i n g  
p l a c e  i n  t h a t  a r e a .  And whatever they  came up wi th  they  
would r e p o r t  it back t o  t h e  l i e u t e n a n t ;  H e  would say 
whether it w a s  of  m i l i t a r y  use  t o  ou r  government, o r  whether 
it was of v a l u e  t o  u s ,  o r  may be of use t o  - t h e  enemy f o r c e s .  

Q What about  burn ing  hootches .  Wasn't t h a t  p a r t  
of your miss ion?  Burning t h e  hootches a s  you came a c r o s s  
them? 

A. Y e s .  Well ,  I d o n ' t  know. The way t h e  o r d e r  
was given w e  was t o  d e s t r o y  eve ry th ing ,  s o  w e  thought  
t h a t  t h e  hootches  would be des t royed  a l s o .  

Q- How about  t h e  l i v e s t o c k  and t h e  c rops?  Was all 
t h a t  t o  go? 

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  

Q- How about  t h e  people  you r a n  a c r o s s ?  

A. W e l l ,  f i r s t  we d i d n ' t  r un  a c r o s s  any people  i n  
t h e  f i r s t  p a r t  of t h e  v i l l a g e .  The f i r s t  people  we  run  
ac ros s - - th i s  t r a i l  swings o u t  l i k e  t h a t  ( i n d i c a t i n g )  and 
the  f i r s t  people  w e  r u n  a c r o s s  was down i n  t h i s  s e c t i o n  up i n  
here .  

Q It was i n  t h e  sou th  c e n t r a l  p a r t  of t h e  hamlet? 

A ,  Y e s ,  it was the sou+, c e n t r a l .  And these were 
i n  the f i r s t  group o f  people  t h a t  we r a n  i n t o .  

Q. Could you t e l l  us about  t h a t ?  
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A. Well, we came upon t h e s e  people.  I d o n ' t  know 
i f  they were running from t h e  1st  Platoon o r  no t .  But 
they c o u l d n ' t  have been running from our  p la toon,  because 
we was t h e  f i r s t  ones t o  come ac ross  t h a t  a r e a ,  a f t e r  t h e  
1st  Platoon. And t h e s e  was mostly "mama-sans" and "baby-
sans ."  So they was a l l  l i n e d  up on t h e  t r a i l ,  s o  when we 
came up, you know, we was all s t and ing  up t h e r e  looking a t  
'em and t h e  photographer Ron HAEBERLE, we l l  he  was r i g h t  
behind us a t  t h a t  time. So t h e s e ,  one of  t h e s e  G I s  asks 
them, "Say ah, what a r e  we gonna do wi th  them", l i k e  t h a t .  
So I t o l d  them I s a i d ,  "Well I don I t know." 

So f o r  a while  we j u s t  s tood up t h e r e  and look-
ed a t  them and another  one of t h e  G I ' s ,  w e l l  he  snatched 
one of t h e  "mama-sans" b louses  loose .  And Ron HAEBERLE 
came up and took t h e  p i c t u r e  and t h e  G I  backed up. So I 
j u s t  turned ,  a t  f i r s t  I was g e t t i n g  ready t o  c a l l  Lieuten-
a n t  LACROSS, you know, and s e e  what he wanted t o  do, be-
cause I f igured  o u t  we had got  t o  t h e  v i l l a g e  and we h a d n ' t  
run i n t o  no r e s i s t a n c e .  I f igured  w e l l ,  maybe t h e y ' l l  c a l l  
t h e  mission o f f  and they won't  k i l l  t h e  people though, be-
cause I had a l r eady  seen a l o t  of people i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  
t h a t  were dead a l ready.  

So I turned  t o  reach f o r  my R T O ' s  r a d i o  and I 
d o n ' t  know, one of  t h e  G I s  opened up on t h e  people.  I 
turned  back -around and most of them was l y i n g  i n  t h e  pa th ,  
you know, l y i n g  down already..so- I - - t h i s  guy s a i d ,  "What 
a r e  we going t o  do with them now," I s a i d ,  "Well t h e  o rde r  I s  

t o  k i l l  them anyway," I s a i d  "Might a s  w e l l  go ahead and 
k i l l  them now." 

Q What weapons were be ing  used? Was anybody using 
a machinegun o r  w e r e  t h e s e  M-16's? 

A. No, we d i d n ' t  have a machinegun wi th  us a t  tha t - -
I ' m  no t  s u r e .  We usua l ly  had a machinegun ass igned with us.  
I d o n ' t  know i f  we l e f t  t h e  machinegun i n  a s i t t i n g  p o s i t i o n  
o r  n o t ,  I c o u l d n ' t  say.  I know t h a t  PFC WILLIAMS was ass igned 
t o  t h e  machinegun, and he  w a s  w i th  me a t  t h a t  t ime.  And I 
d o n ' t  know i f  he  had t h e  machinegun o r  no t  b u t  I know it was 
M-16's used. 

Q Is t h i s  Frankl in  WILLIAMS? 

A. Yes, i t ' s  Frankl in  WILLIAMS.  
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Q- Who else was t h e r e  w i t h  you? 

A. During t h a t  t ime it was PFC DUSTIN, PFC F r a n k l i n  
WILLIAMS , PFC N E R I A ,  PFC Raymond MCDONALD , PFC GLIMPSE, 
SP4 EMERSON, and I b e l i e v e  t h a t  was i t ,  p l u s  Ron HAEBERLE. 

Q. Did everybody p a r t i c i p a t e  and g e t  on t h i s  
group of  people?  

A. Oh, p l u s  PFC Gerald  SMITH. I d o n ' t  t h i n k  every-
body p a r t i c i p a t e d .  I t h i n k  it was probably  about  f o u r  i n -
d i v i d u a l s .  A f t e r  t h e  o r i g i n a l  b l a s t  t hen  w e  t u r n e d  around. 
I b e l i e v e  t h e  people  t h a t  p a r t i c i p a t e d  t h e n  was PFC N E R I A ,  
PFC Gerald  SMITH, myself and I d o n ' t  know who t h e  o t h e r  
i n d i v i d u a l  was. 

Q The photograph t aken  by HAEBERLE you mentioned,  
i s  t h i s  t h e  one t h a t  appeared i n  L i f e  magazine, i n  t h e  i s s u e  o f  
5 December 1969? 

A. I b e l i e v e  s o .  I d i d n '  t s e e  t h e  magazine then .  

Q I ' l l  show you t h e  c o l o r  photograph t aken  by 
Ron HAEBERLE which has  been admi t ted  i n  ev idence  a s  E x h i b i t  
P-40. I ' l l  ask you i f  you recognize  t h a t ?  

A. Y e s ,  t h i s  i s  t h e  group. 

Q- Tha t1s t h e  group which we 've  t a l k i n g  about?  

A. . Right ,  sir.  

Q You mentioned,  I b e l i e v e ,  t o  t h e  C I D  a g e n t  who 
took  your  s t a t e m e n t ,  t h a t  you had come a c r o s s  some bunches 
of people  t h a t  w e r e  s e n t  o f f  t o  a ho ld ing  a r e a .  Do you re-
c a l l  t h a t ?  

A. Y e s ,  t h i s  i s  a f t e r  we had come on up t h e  t r a i l - -
we had come about  on i n  h e r e ;  t h i s  i s  r i g h t  b e f o r e  we came 
o u t  of t h e  v i l l a g e ,  because we thought  o u r  commander was 
o u t  h e r e  somewhere. And a f t e r  t h a t  i n c i d e n t  when w e  came a c r o s s  
ano the r  l a r g e  group o f  peop le ,  I ' d  say t h e r e  were from 10 t o  
2 0 .  

Q You i n d i c a t e  t h a t  t h i s  was somewhere n e a r  t h e  
p o i n t  where t h e  main t r a i l  l e a v e s  t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

12 
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A. Yes, p a r t  of the  v i l l a g e  t h a t  comes r i g h t  here  
( i n d i c a t i n g )  i n  t h i s  r i c e  paddy a r e a  here .  And a f t e r  we 
had ga thered  up these  people,  one of t h e  G I ' s ,  I be l i eve  
was PFC DUSTIN said--he a c t u a l l y  s a i d :  "What a r e  we going 
t o  do? I ' m  n o t  going t o  k i l l  t he  people;  I ' m  n o t  going t o  
shoot ' e m  l i k e  t h a t . "  I s a i d ,  "Well, what w e ' l l  do, w e ' l l  
t ake  it and go o u t  and f i n d  a POW c e n t e r  and we ' 11 take  it 
and make it a temporary POW c e n t e r ,  s e t  up t h e r e .  I f  t he  
command group wants these  people k i l l e d ,  l e t  them k i l l  them 
themself.  " 

We took 'em out  and when we g o t  o u t  t h e r e  we 
found t h a t  some element from one of the  o t h e r  p la toons  had 
thought of t h e  same th ing .  They had brought some people 
from the  f i e l d ,  and t h e r e  was two G I ' s  s tanding ,  guarding 
them. So w e  l e f t  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l s  we had t h e r e  and found 
ou t  t h a t  t h e r e  were, you know, a l o t  of people coming ou t  
t o  the  v i l l a g e ,  and they were br inging  t h e s e  people ou t  t o  
the temporary POW th ing .  You know they were pass ing  the  word 
through t h e  v i l l a g e  : "Don't k i l l  nobody; we go t  a POW c e n t e r ;  
we're going t o  b r i n g  'em a l l u  t o  one l o c a t i o n . "  So we came 
and brought those  people t h e r e .  

Q. Do you know who was guarding those people? You .' 

s a i d  t h e r e  were two G I ' s  t h e r e .  

A. N o ,  I d o n ' t  remember what G I  ' s t  bu t  I be l i eve  
they were from t h e  1st Platoon.  

a .  Ac.t-dally''ibis - - - - in t he  1st Ilatoon a r e a .W ~ Z ,  They 

were supposed t o  sweep t h e  southern h a l f  of My Lai ,  so you 
were down i n  t h e  1st Platoon a rea .  Okay, go ahead. 

A. Once w e  dropped t h e  people o f f  t h e r e ,  why I came 
back across  Lieutenant  LACROSS and he t o l d  me t h a t  s i n c e  we 
had swept t h a t  a r e a  t h e  r e s t  of the conl,pany wa.s sweeping 
up i n  here  ( i n d i c a t i n g ) .  The r e s t  of t h e  p la toon was more 
o r  less sweeping up i n  here ,  so he t o l d  us t o  go back around 
up i n  h e r e ,  You see  the  t r a i l  coming on u? t o  he re .  We 
were t o  back up i n  t h i s  t r a i l  t o  go back up t o  the v i l l a g e .  

Q. Let t h e  record  show t h a t  M r .  'NEST is  i n d i c a t i n g  
the  sou theas t  corner  of My Lai  ( 4 )  . 
A. Before we go t  back t o  t h a t  t r a i l  t o  go back i n  the  
v i l l a g e ,  I ' d  say we seen,  I say,  about 15 t o  20 people running 
across  t h e  f i e l d .  I 'd  say they were about from anywhere from 200 
t o  500 meters  away from us. And I had my PR-6 and I c a l l e d  ~ i e u -  
t enan t  LACROSS, and I t o l d  him, I say ,  "I g o t  some mi l i ta ry-age  
males, I be l i eve .  " You know they were running ac ross  the  f i e l d .  
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I s a y ,  "We could h i t  them a t  p o i n t  b lank  from where w e  a r e . "  
I s a i d ,  "But s t i l l  i n  a l l  w e  cou ld  c a t c h  them b e f o r e  t h e y  g o t  
t o  t h i s  g r a s s  a r e a  up i n  h e r e . "  I s a y ,  " I  b e l i e v e  we could  c a t c h  
' e m  b e f o r e  t hey  g o t  up t h e r e ,  because  I know i f  we s h o o t  
a t  them t h e y ' r e  going t o  g e t  down." 

Q. L e t  t h e  r e c o r d  show t h a t  M r .  WEST i s  i n d i c a t i n g
t h e  subhamlet  t h a t  l ies  s o u t h e a s t  of My L a i  ( 4 )  . 
A.  So I f i g u r e d  i f  w e  keep enough--we cou ld  keep 
on s h o o t i n g  up i n  t h e r e .  W e  cou ld  keep t h o s e  peop le  on t h e  
ground l o n g  enough f o r  us s t e a d i l y  running ,  where w e  cou ld  
g e t  c l o s e  enough, you know, t h a t  t hey  say  they  w a s n ' t  going 
t o  g e t  away s o  they--they would s t o p .  I n  which we--we d i d .  
L i e u t e n a n t  LACROSS s a i d  it was okay,  you know, " G o  ahead." 
So I took myself ,  PFC N E R I A ,  PFC DUSTIN, PFC EMERSON and 
PFC Raymond MCDONALD and went i n  p u r s u i t  of  t h o s e  people .  

They were o f f  maybe a n o t h e r  100 meters  o r  s o  
and we k e p t  s h o o t i n g  up i n  t h e r e ,  h o l l e r i n g  "dung l a i , "  
and f i n a l l y  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l s ,  t h e y  s topped.  A l l  of them g o t  
o u t  and w e  b rought  them back t o  t h i s  POW si te .  When we 
brought  them back t o  t h e  POW s i t e ,  what w e  d i d ,  w e  s e p a r a t e d  
them. There was two "mama-sans." I ' d  say t h e r e  w a s  pos-
s i b l y  f i v e  m i l i t a r y - a g e  males.  There was two guys t h a t  I 
e s t ima ted  they  was between t h e  ages  of  11 and 1 5 ,  so  I d i d n ' t  
f e e l  t h a t  t hey  was m i l i t a r y - a g e  males. 

A f t e r  w e  g o t  back t o  t h e  POW s i t e ,  r a t h e r  t han  
l e a v i n g  t h o s e  i n d i v i d u a l s  i n  t h e  POW s i t e ,  w e  took  t h e  m i l -
i t a r y  males w i t h  us and went back up i n  t h i s  a r e a .  W e  sep-
a r a t e d  t h e  o l d  men, and o l d  women, and t h e  "baby-sans",  
and e v e r y t h i n g  t h a t  w a s  i n  t h e  POW s i t e ,  and l e f t  them s i t -
t i n g  t h e r e .  

Q Would you i n d i c a t e  h e r e  f o r  us about  where t h i s  POW 
s i te  was? 

A. POW s i t e  a s  f a r  a s  I can t e l l  on t h i s  map would 
have been r i g h t  up i n  t h i s  a r e a  h e r e ,  because we had n o t  
come back on around t h e  sou thwes t  bend i n  t h e  t r a i l .  So it 
had t o  b e  up i n  t h i s  area h e r e  ( i n d i c a t i n g ) .  

Q What happened a f t e r  t h a t ?  

\ 
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A. A f t e r  t h a t  we went back, took t h e s e  POW with us 
and as  we s t a r t e d  on back i n  t h e  v i l l a g e ,  Lieutenant  LACROSS 
c a l l e d  me and t o l d  me t o  t ake  my squad. We were t o  s e t  up 
a s e c u r i t y  block r i g h t  up i n  t h i s  a rea  he re .  I was inform-
ed a l s o  t h a t  t h e  r e s t  of our  support  element was back up i n  
t h i s  a rea .  What we was +.o do was t o  s i t  up he re  and make 
s u r e  t h a t  any o t h e r  people came o u t  of t h e  v i l l a g e .  

Q- Let  t h e  record show t h a t  M r .  WEST i s  i n d i c a t i n g
t h e  sou theas te rn  edge of My Lai  ( 4 ) .  

A. We moved up i n  t h a t  a rea  and we s e t  up h e r e  by 
t h e  r i c e  paddy, and we s t ayed  t h e r e  u n t i l  we moved t h a t  a f t e r -
noon. 

Q Could you l o c a t e  f o r  us on t h e  photograph t h e r e  
about where t h e  people shown i n  E x h i b i t  P-40 were, when you came 
upon them and where they were k i l l e d ?  

A. A s  f a r  a s  I can t e l l  on t h i s  map, I b e l i e v e  t h a t  
t h e  t r a i l  comes i n  and around l i k e  t h i s  and t h e s e  people was 
k i l l e d  r i g h t  up i n  t h i s  a r e a  he re  ( i n d i c a t i n g ) .  

Q. L e t  t h e  record show t h a t  M r .  WEST i n d i c a t e d  a 
po in t  about  80 meters nor th  'of t h e  p o i n t  where t h e  main 
t r a i l  l eaves  t h e  southern edge of My Lai  ( 4 ) .  During t h e  
morning, d id  you s e e  a d i t c h  f i l l e d  wi th  a l o t  of  people,  
dead pecple? 

A .  I never d id  s e e  t h e  d i t c h  f i l l e d  wi th  people. 
I came ac ross  t h a t  d i t c h  t h a t  I th ink  you made re fe rence  
t o  e a r l i e r .  I d i d  s e e  a l o t  o f  people s t and ing  up t h e r e  
and G I  ' s were s t and ing  up, you know, weapons on them stand-
i n g  by t h e  d i t c h .  We came by t h e  d i t c h  l a t e r  on and I was 
not  c l o s e  enough t o  look o f f  i n  t h e  d i t c h .  

Q. M r .  WEST, when you chased t h e s e  people o u t  a-
c ross  t h e  r i c e  paddy toward t h i s  l i t t l e  subhamlet t h a t ' s  
sou theas t  of My Lai  ( 4 ) ,  d id  you go i n t o  t h e  t r e e s  where 
t h e r e  were hootches? Did you go t h a t  f a r  i n  o r  d i d  you 
s t o p  be fo re  you got  t h e r e ?  

A. No, we stopped before  we got  t o  t h e  hootches.  

Q. Now with r e fe rence  t o  t h a t  l i t t l e  subhamlet 
t h e r e  and t h e  hootches,  could you t e l l  us where t h e  d i t c h  
was where you s a w  t h e  G I ' s  s t and ing  around t h e  people? 
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A .  I n  r e f e r e n c e  t o  t h i s  hamlet  he re .  Okay, a t  
f i r s t  t h e r e  was some people .  There was a d i t c h  up h e r e  
somewhere. This  is  a f t e r  we went up t o  t h i s  a r e a ,  a f t e r  
we s e t  up o u r  s e c u r i t y  block.  I b e l i e v e  t h e r e  was a d i t c h  
up h e r e ,  they  had some people  t h e r e .  Back i n  t h i s  a r e a  t hey  
had a d i t c h ,  more o r  less a d i t c h ,  running down by t h e  
t r a i l .  There w a s  some people  back up i n  t h e  a r e a  he re .  I 
d i d  s ee  them i n  a d i t c h ,  b u t  t h e r e  was on ly  about  s i x  i n d i -
v idua l s .  They u s e d , ,  they  were c a l l e d ,  l i t t l e  a i r  r a i d  t u n n e l s .  

Q Like a bunker? 

A. Righ t ,  w e l l  t h e s e  were n o t  bunkers .  This  is 
more o r  less l i k e  a t r a i l  l i k e  t h i n g  they  g o t  running down. 
They g o t  l i t t l e  h o l e s  a l l  up and down it, you know, j u s t  
as soon a s  you g e t  h i t  from t h e  a i r  r a i d ,  you jump o f f  i n  t hose .  
They had a l i t t l e  d i t c h - l i k e  t h i n g  and t h e r e  was some people  
o f f  i n  h e r e ,  b u t  t h i s  was w i t h i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  i t s e l f .  

Q M r .  WEST l e t  me i n d i c a t e  something t o  you.
There was a d i t c h  a long  i n  h e r e  ( i n d i c a t i n g )  and t h e r e  were 
a l o t  o f  people  brought  t o  it and they were s h o t  down. Now 
when you s a i d ,  you saw a l o t  of people  s t a n d i n g  around and 
G I ' s  s t a n d i n g  wi th  them, could  t h a t  have been what you s a w  
over  he re?  

I don ' t t h i n k  so .  

Q I t h i n k  i n  some o t h e r  t es t imony,  t h a t  t h e r e  was 
ano the r  d i t c h  a long  i n  h e r e  t o o ,  b u t  n o t  many people  i n  it. 

A. I d i d n ' t  see t h e  d i t c h  h e r e ,  because I d o n ' t  never  
remember d u r i n g  t h e  whole t i m e  we w e r e  t h e r e ,  t h a t  w e  e v e r  
went i n  t h i s  s e c t i o n .  

Q Note t h a t  he i s  r e f e r r i n g  t o  t h e  subhamlet  
s o u t h e a s t  o f  My L a i  ( 4 )  . 
A. Righ t .  And I d o n ' t  even remember going i n t o  t h i s  
a r ea .  I know t h a t  t h e  1st P la toon  was supposed t o  have 
gone up h e r e ,  b u t  we d i d n ' t  go i n  t h e r e .  

MAJ ZYCHOWSKI: I wonder i f  you could d e s c r i b e  t h i s  d i t c h  f o r  
u s ,  M r .  WEST, l e n g t h ,  wid th ,  dep th?  This  one on t h e  e a s t e r n  edge 
of t h e  v i l l a g e .  
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A. This  w i l l  be  t h e  one here  ( i n d i c a t i n g ) ?  

Right.  

A. Well, t h i s  i s  more o r  l e s s ,  I guess ,  what they 
c a l l  a r i c e  paddy d ra in .  This  i s  t o  keep t h e  water  i n  t h e  
r i c e  paddy from coming i n t o  the  v i l l a g e .  This d i t c h ,  I 
would say ,  it was about ,  a t  t h e  most, I would 
say was about 6 f e e t  long,  a t  l e a s t  6 f e e t  i n  width.  
And t h e  d i t c h  ran  a l l  t h e  way from t h e  t r a i l  h e r e ,  back up 
i n  t h i s  a r e a  up he re .  This is  where our  l a s t  element was 
s e t  up. 

200 meters long?Q 

A. Right,  I es t ima te  about 200 meters long. 

Q- Did you e s t i m a t e  how deep i t  was. 

A. The d i t c h  c o u l d n ' t  have been no more than  about 
4 f e e t  deep, a t  t h e  most. 

Q. Was it f i l l e d  with water  o r  w a s  i t  dry? 

A. No, it wasn ' t  f i l l e d  wi th  water .  I t  might have 
had some water  i n  i t ,  b u t  it wasn ' t  t h a t  much water .  

MR WEST: D i d  you s e e  any bodies  i n  t h i s  d i t c h ?  

A.. Yes, t h e r e  were some bodies  i n  t h e  d i t c h ,  be-
cause we s e t  up t h e r e .  We had s e t  up our  s e c u r i t y  fo rce  
t h e r e  a f t e r  Lieutenant  LACROSS t o l d  us-- w e l l ,  we wasn ' t  
going back i n t o  t h e  v i l l a g e .  We s e t  up h e r e ,  and we s e t  
up r i g h t  o u t  from t h e  d i t c h .  We s e t  up more o r  l e s s  i n  t h e  
r i c e  paddies.  I guess t h i s  would be considered t h e  south-
ern--east  p a r t  of  t h e  v i l l a g e .  

Q About how many bodies  were i n  t h e  d i t c h ?  

A. I'd say about 10 bodies  down t h e  whole s l o p e  
of t h e  d i t c h .  

Q. Would you t e l l  us what your p la toon d i d  t h e  
r e s t  of  t h e  af te rnoon,  t h e  r e s t  of t h e  day? 
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A. The r e s t  o f  t h e  a f t e rnoon  we was, I wou ldn ' t  
say t h e  whole p l a t o o n  b u t  my squad,  was more o r  l e s s  a . 
s i t t i n g  p o s i t i o n ,  because  we s a t  t h e r e  t h e  whole a f t e rnoon  
w a i t i n g  f o r  f u r t h e r  o r d e r s ,  t o  move. 

Q - What happened a f t e r  you moved? 

A. A f t e r  w e  moved, I d o n ' t  know by t h i s  map, be-
cause  a c t u a l l y  I d o n ' t  know which way we went b u t  w e  went 
t o  a graveyard  and w e  se t  up i n  t h a t  graveyard.  

Q. You moved t o  t h e  e a s t  and you met up w i t h  
B Company? 

A. R igh t ,  w e  moved and we met up wi th  B Com-
pany. When w e  moved w e  was r i g h t  o u t  from t h e  graveyard ,  
when w e  m e t  up w i t h  them. 

Q W e l l ,  on t h e  way, d i d  you go through any more 
l i t t l e  v i l l a g e s  o r  hamle ts?  Did you do any more s e a r c h  
and d e s t r o y  o p e r a t i o n s ?  

A. W e  went--I d o n ' t  know e x a c t l y  which v i l l a g e  
it w a s  on t h e  map, b u t  w e  d i d  go through a n o t h e r  hamlet  
though,  because I remember we came t o  it and t h e  p l a c e  was 
burning.  So e v i d e n t l y  though some o f  o u r  e lements  has a l -
ready been through t h e r e .  And w e  d i d  come through t h a t  
a r e a ,  we moved through t h a t  hamlet  b e f o r e  w e  g o t  t o  t h e  
graveyard.  B u t  we didark do aiiyii~oi-es e a r c h  o r  destroying 
o u r s e l v e s  t h a t  day.  

Q- Did you s e e  any more people  k i l l e d  o r  see any-
more dead bodies?  

A. Y e s ,  t h e r e  was some more dead b o d i e s .  There 
was dead bod ie s  i n  t h a t  hamle t ,  eve ry th ing  w a s  burn ing .  
I checked and a l l  t h e  l i v e s t o c k  was dead. 

Q Anything you remember i n  p a r t i c u l a r  happened
t h a t  n i g h t  where you l a a g e r e d  i n  f o r  t h e  n i g h t  w i th  3 
Company? 

A. Yes, a f t e r  we met up w i t h  B Company I 
unders tand t h e  r e s t  o f  o u r  s u p p o r t  e lement  was,  you know, 
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moving back t o  t h e  r e a r  o r  sornethiny. So they had us and 
B Company to  assemble i n  t h i s  graveyard and t h i s  was 
t o  be our bivouac a rea  f o r  t h e  n i g h t .  

Once we go t  t o  t h a t  bivouac a r e a  o r  r i g h t  be- 
f o r e  we go t  t o  the  bivouac a r e a  they s e n t  i n ,  I guess you 
would c a l l  them, ARVN i n t e l l i g e n c e .  However, I d i d n ' t  know 
from which source they came, bu t  I know they were supposed t o  
be an i n t e r r o g a t i n g  u n i t .  So they s e n t  these  ind iv idua l s  
i n .  Well, dur ing  t h i s  time we s t i l l  had--right before  
we g o t  t o  t h e  graveyard,  we s t i l l  had our  m i l i t a r y  POW's  
with us ,  and we was informed when we go t  t o  t h i s  s i t e  t h a t  we 
t u r n  a l l  P O W ' s  over t o  t h i s  i n t e r r o g a t i o n  u n i t .  During t h a t  
time we  a l s o  had our i n t e r p r e t e r  with u s ,  a Boy Scout i n t e r p r e t e r  
by the  name of Sergeant  PHU. More o r  less he s tuck  w i t h  our  
platoon unless  he was with the  command group. 

Once we go t  i n t o  the  graveyard w e  sec t ioned 
o f f  and s t a r t e d  digging i n  f o r  the  n i g h t  and s e t t i n g  up. 
W e  s e t  up what they c a l l  a chow a r e a  f o r  t h e  n i g h t ,  a  p lace  
where the  h e l i c o p t e r  would be landing and dropping o f f  
chow. A f t e r  t h e  chow had came i n ,  then these  i n t e r r o g a t o r s ,  
they s t a r t e d  i n t e r r o g a t i n g  these  m i l i t a r y  P O W ' s .  They was 
t a l k i n g  t o  them n i c e .  SGT P H U ,  I say--I can understand 
some of what t h e y ' r e  saying,  b u t  I d o n ' t  understand cause 
they t a l k  r e a l  f a s t - - "Te l l  me, what a r e  they saying t o  
them?'! And he was t e l l i n g  me that t hese  i r i t e r roga to r s  
was t e l l i n g  these  Vietnamese suspec t s  t h a t  we had, t h a t  
they knew t h a t  they was VC, they had documents saying 
that they w a s  VC. They wanted t o  lcnow where t h e  NVA 
and 98 th  oppos i t ion  had gone, and which way d i d  they go, 
and how long ago d i d  they l e f t .  I f  they d i d n ' t  g ive  
them the  informat ion ,  they w e r e  going t o  k i l l  them. 

W e  were s i t t i n g  no. more than about 2 5  meters ,  
maybe 35 meters away from t h e  i n t e r r o g a t o r s .  They had 
a l a r g e  ho le ,  t h i s  w a s  I ' d  say about 50 meters long and 
maybe 6 t o  8 f e e t  deep. They were s tanding  by it. The 
f i r s t  guy, he d i d n ' t  t a l k  so they threw him o f f  i n  t h e  
hole  and they  s h o t  him. The i n t e r r o g a t o r  s h o t  him, I 
t h i n k ,  about t h r e e  times. The next  time with the  next  
guy he d i d n ' t  t a l k  and they almost sho t  a G I ,  because t h e  
guy aimed t o o  high and one of t h e  b u l l e t s  d i d n ' t  h i t  i n  
the h o l e . I t  h i t  i n  the  a r e a  over  where we were s i t t i n g .  I 
t o l d  PHU, you know, t o  t e l l  those dumb i n t e r r o g a t o r s  t o  
you know, t o  watch where they were shoot ing.  So 
he h o l l e r e d  up t o  them and, you know, t h e  i n t e r r o g a t o r  
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s a i d ,  you know, okay h e ' d  t a k e  c a r e  of  t h a t .  So they  
went on i n t e r r o g a t i n g  t h e s e  people .  Ev iden t ly  t h e  f i r s t  
group o f  people  w a s n ' t  going t o  t a l k ,  because they  must 
have k i l l e d  e i g h t  o r  t e n  o f  them. And f i n a l l y  about  I 
t h i n k  t h e  1 1 t h  o r  12 th  one ,  w e l l ,  h e  t a l k e d  and s a i d :  
"They had been t h e r e  and t h a t  t hey  l e f t  t h e  n i g h t  b e f o r e .  
They had moved o u t  toward t h e  South China Sea." And I 
t h i n k  f o r  t h e  remaining i n d i v i d u a l s ,  t hey  c a l l e d  t h e  
h e l i c o p t e r  and s e n t  them back t o  t h e  r e a r  on t h e  h e l i c o p t e r .  

Q - Okay. Did you s e e  anybody c u t  a f i n g e r  o f f  
one o f  t h e  p r i s o n e r s ?  

A. No, I d i d n ' t  see t h i s .  A G I  t o l d  m e  l a t e r  
t h a t  one o f  t h e  i n t e r r o g a t o r s  supposedly had c u t  t h i s  
p r i s o n e r ' s  f i n g e r  o f f .  

Q You d i d n ' t  see i t ?  

A. No. 

Q M r .  WEST, do you remember what t h e  company 
d i d  t h e  n e x t  2 days ,  t h e  1 7 t h  and 1 8 t h ?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  On t h e  1 7 t h  w e  a l l  t hough t  w e  would 
have been going i n  t h a t  morning, because we f i g u r e d  okay, 
they  were going t o  have us t o  s i t  up t h e r e  t h a t  n i g h t ,  and 
then  from what w e  was t o l d ,  w e  would be  e v a c ' d  o u t  t h e  n e x t  
morning. Sometime du r ing  t h e  n i g h t ,  w e l l  Capta in  MEDiNA 
was i n  c o n t a c t  w i t h  t h e  r e a r  o r  something. They t o l d  him 
w e l l  t h e  enemy was on t h e  move toward t h e  South China Sea 
and t h a t  t h e  o t h e r  e lement  we had would be  r e t u r n i n g  t o  
t h e  r e a r .  That  C Company would fo l low,  pursue  t h e  
enemy toward t h e  South China Sea. 

The n e x t  morning when w e  g o t  up w e  had an 
o r i e n t a t i o n ,  it was an o f f i c e r s  o r i e n t a t i o n .  The o f f i c e r s  
came back and they  set  down and t o l d  us what had happened, 
you know, t h a t  w e  w a s n ' t  g o i n '  back i n .  Tha t  w e  were going 
t o  fo l low t h e  enemy and t r y  and c a t c h  up w i t h  them b e f o r e  
t hey  g o t  t o  t h e  South China Sea ,  which w e  d i d .  W e  walked 
r e a l  ha rd  t h a t  day,  because w e  must have covered anywhere 
from 12 t o  1 5  c l i c k s  because t h a t  w a s  about t h a t  f a r ,  
o u t  t o  t h e  s e a .  And I ' d  s a y  abou t ,  I guess i t  was around 
about  1300,  1330 t h a t  a f t e r n o o n ,  w e  f i n a l l y  run  i n t o  what 
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seemed l i k e  it had been a hamlet before .  I d o n ' t  know who 
had destroyed it, bu t  t h e  p lace  was, you know, it was 
smoking too.  Somebody had s e t  f i r e  t o  it. We d i d  f i n d  
t h r e e  mil i tary-aged males t h e r e  and two mil i tary-aged fe-
males, with t h i s .  Right o f f  , everybody s a i d ,  okay, this 
a r e  VC and these  a r e  NVA o r  VC nurses ,  So we took them 
with us and on t h e  way on o u t  the  China Sea we picked up 
another  ind iv idua l .  When we g o t  r i g h t  on t h e  China Sea, 
we was t o l d  t h a t  we was t o  r e l a x  and s e t  up a s e c u r i t y  
block. I was assuming we was s t i l l  p r o t e c t i o n  f o r  t h e  
command group, because we was r i g h t  t h e r e  with t h e  com-
mand group. 

Once we go t  t h e r e ,  f i r s t  t h e  i n t e r p r e t e r  we 
had, we l l  he s t a r t e d  ques t ioning ,  you know, these  indiv-  
i d u a l s ,  and they  was bea t ing  on t h e  ind iv idua l s .  The 
ind iv idua l s  wasn ' t  g iv ing  enough information then and I 
th ink  one of t h e  younger guys, he s a i d ,  t h a t  t h i s  o l d e r  
guy t h a t  w e  had captured t h a t  he was some o f f i c e r  f o r  t h e  48th VC 
Regiment. They s t a r t e d  mainly--we t i e d  up t h e  o t h e r  
t h r e e ,  p lus  the  nurses ,  and they s t a r t e d ,  you know, work-
ing on t h i s  guy, you know, t r y i n g  t o  g e t  him t o  t a l k .  

I 

A t  f i r s t ,  you know, he wasn ' t  saying anything 
so Captain MEDINA took i t - -he had a .38 t h a t  he c a r r i e d  
around with him. He took h i s  .38 and took f i v e  s h e l l s  
o u t  of it and l e f t  one s h e l l  i n  it. He more o r  i e s s  was 
p lay in '  Russian r o u l e t t e  with the  guy, you know, bu t  I 
d o n ' t  guess t h i s  scared t h e  guy too  much, because he s t i l l  
d i d n ' t  say anything. So they posted him up a g a i n s t  a t r e e .  
And an i n t e r p r e t e r ,  Sergeant PHU, and Captain MEDINA 
were more o r  less b e t t i n g  who would g e t  the  c l o s e s t  t o  
h i t t i n g  him without  h i t t i n g  him. Sergeant  PHU f i r e d  some 
shots and then Captain MEDINA f i r e d  some sho t s .  F ina l ly  
the guy d i d  t a l k  and say he w a s  an a rea  commander f o r  
the 48th VC b a t t a l i o n .  

I f  I ' m  n o t  mistaken, I t h i n k  t h a t  Captain 
MEDINA took one of the  p r i s o n e r s  and, you know, somebody 
took a p i c t u r e  of Captain MEDINA with a coconut i n  h i s  
hand, d r ink ing  coconut j u i c e ,  and he had t h i s  machette 
under one of the  VC suspec t s  t h r o a t s ,  and they took t h e  
p i c t u r e  and then we s tayed t h e r e .  W e  d i d n ' t  s t a y  t h e r e  
t h a t  n i g h t ,  because Captain MEDINA f igured  it would be 
a dangerous p o s i t i o n  i n  case t h e  enemy decided t o  a t t a c k .  
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Because we d i d n ' t  have nowhere t h a t  we could t a k e  up no 
p r o t e c t i v e  p o s i t i o n  I mean. They s a i d  we move back about 
2 c l i c k s  and s e t  up t h e r e  f o r  t h e  n i g h t .  So t h a t  evening 
we moved back 2 c l i c k s  t o  our  graveyard and w e  s e t  up t h e r e  
and we s t ayed  t h e r e  t h a t  n i g h t .  And t h e  nex t  morning--

Q - ( In te rpos ing)  Do you remember who took t h e  
photograph of Captain MEDINA? 

A. I b e l i e v e  it was one of Captain M E D I N A ' s  R T O ' s .  
I know it wasn ' t  HAEBERLE, because HAEBERLE and them had 
l e f t  t h a t  evening, gone back t h a t  af ternoon.  

Q Could it have' been WIDMER? 

A. I ' m  n o t  s u r e .  I t  could have been WIDMER. 
I t  was e i t h e r  WIDMER o r  MURRAY. 

Q. Do you know John PAUL? 

A. Yes. I d o n ' t  t h i n k  PAUL took t h e  p i c t u r e s .  

Q. Go ahead. 

A. So t h a t  nex t  morning, I don ' t  remember too  much. 
A l l  I know i s  t h a t  we walked back o u t  across  t h e  same 
f i e l d  we had came t o  and Captain MEDINA had t o l d  us t h a t  
we were going t o  be evac 'd  t h a t  day. W e  walked back, we j u s t  ' 

walked back m h i l e  and a f t e r  t h a t  si7e s e t  up o u r  p o s i t i o n  
and f i n a l l y  he  t o l d  us t o  g e t  i n t o  our  f l i g h t  p a t t e r n ,  t h a t  
we were be ing  picked up. 

Q. Now during t h e s e  2 days,  t h e  17th  and 1 8 t h ,  
d id  t h e  company burn any hamlets a s  you moved along? 

A. No, we d i d n ' t  burn any hamlets ,  due t o  the f a c t  
t h a t  t h e  only  hamlet t h a t  we r e a l l y  came ac ross  t h a t  was 
of any s i z e  was t h e  hamlet i n  which we g o t  t h e  VC suspec t s  
and t h e  hamlet was a l ready burning. 

Q- Going back a l i t t l e  b i t ,  back t o  My Lai  ( 4 )  , 
on t h e  f i r s t  day. Do you remember hear ing  any o rde r s  t o  
s t o p  shoot ing ,  s t o p  k i l l i n g  o r  something l i k e  t h a t ?  

A. No. I d o n ' t  remember hear ing  any such o rde r s .  
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&out  as f a r  a s  I know o f  any o r d e r s ,  a s  f a r  a s  anybody 
say ing  t o  s t o p  s h o o t i n g ,  t h e r e  w a s  t h e  own i n d i v i d u a l  men. 
They was s a y i n g ,  you know, t a k e ,  w e  a i n ' t  s h o o t i n g  no 
more, you know, t a k e  t h e  peoples  o u t  t o  t h e  POW'S s i t e .  

Q Okay. When y ~ uw e r e  l i f t e d  back o u t ,  you 
went t o  Landing Zone D o t t i e ,  I b e l i e v e ?  

A. Y e s .  

Q Were you met by anybody t h e r e ,  when your  group 
g o t  o f f  t h e  h e l i c o p t e r ?  Were you m e t  by an o f f i c e r ?  

A. Y e s ,  once w e  g o t  back t h e r e  t o  LZ D o t t i e ,  
everybody w a s  k i n d  o f  exhausted s o  w e  a l l ,  you know, 
j u s t  s i t  t h e r e  on t h e  l a n d i n g  zone. So r i g h t  a f t e r  w e  
go t  t h e r e ,  w e l l ,  f i r s t ,  Colonel  HENDERSON he  f lew i n  
and h e  w a s  a s k i n g  q u e s t i o n s  o f  some of  t h e  G I ' s .  I 
b e l i e v e  h e  ques t ioned  PFC BERNHARDT a t  t h e  t ime ,  and some 
more i n d i v i d u a l s .  He s a i d ,  "That t h e r e  would b e  an i n -
v e s t i g a t i o n ,  " and t h a t  h e  had t o l d  t h e  men, you know, 
"He d i d n ' t  f e e l  t h e y  should  be proud of  what t hey  d i d ,  
because t h e r e  w a s n ' t  no th ing  t o  be proud o f , "  you know. 
A f t e r  t h a t  h e  g o t  i n  h i s  chopper and f lew back o u t  a 
l i t t l e  l a t e r  on. 

Q. It w a s  Colonel  HENDERSON? 

A. Y e s ,  Colonel  HENDERSON. A l i t t l e  l a t e r  on Col-
o n e l  HENDERSON had l e f t  I t h i n k  it w a s  Colonel  BEERS, he  
f lew i n ,  and I d i d n ' t  h e a r  t o o  much o f  what h e  w a s  say ing .  
I know h e  went up t o  t h e  company CP and h e  w a s  p o i n t i n g  
t h i s  t h i n g  a t  Capta in  FIEDINA a whole l o t ,  you know. I 
had t o  a sk  some o f  t h e  guys l a t e r ,  you know, t h a t  was up 
h e r e ,  what d i d  h e  s ay .  I t h i n k  i t  w a s  PAUL who t o l d  m e  
t h a t  Colonel  BEERS had t o l d  Capta in  MEDINA t h a t  h e  w a s  
ashamed, you know, t h a t  C h a r l i e  Company was p a r t  o f  t h e  
1/20 I n f a n t r y ,  you know, and a whole l o t  o f  a c c u s a t i o n s  
about  My L a i .  

Q* . Had you seen  Colonel  BEERS o u t  i n  t h e  f i e l d ?  

A. No, I ha.d seen  du r ing  t h e  i n c i d e n t  a t  My La i - -
I had seen  a whole l o t  o f  command h e l i c o p t e r s  f l y i n g  around 
b u t  I c o u l d n ' t  i d e n t i f y  whose chopper ,  you know, it w a s .  
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Only h e l i c o p t e r  I could  i d e n t i f y  a t  t h a t  t ime was Colonel  
BARKER. But I know t h e r e  was more command s h i p s  t h e r e ,  
o t h e r  t han  h i s  s h i p .  

Q . Where w e r e  you i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  when you saw 
Colonel  BARKER's  h e l i c o p t e r ?  

6. 

A. W e l l ,  f i r s t  t i m e  w e  seen  Colonel  BARKER'S 
h e l i c o p t e r  w e  w a s  up i n  t h i s  a r e a  h e r e  ( i n d i c a t i n g ) ,  and 
he  was f l y i n g  over .  

Q Genera l ly  t h e  w e s t  c e n t r a l  s e c t i o n  o f  t h e  
hamlet? 

A. R igh t ,  s ir .  Another t i m e  when w e  s e e n  him, 
we was o u t  i n  t h i s  a r e a ,  t h i s  was a f t e r  w e  had se t  up 
a temporary p r o t e c t i v e  f o r c e  o u t  h e r e .  

Q Along t h e  s o u t h e a s t  c o r n e r  of t h e  hamlet .  How 
h igh  up w a s  he?  

A. I c o u l d n ' t  s a y ,  I s a y ,  w e l l ,  t hey  w a s  e l e v a t i n g .  

Q.  Was it a t  t r e e t o p ?  

A. W e l l ,  a t  some t ime they  w a s  no more t h a n  t r e e t o p ,  
it seemed l i k e  a t  t imes  they  was coming down. I ' m  s u r e  a t  
t h e  h e i g h t  t hey  were t hey  could see w i t h i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  it-
se l f .  

Q - How d i d  you know t h i s  was Colonel  BARKER'S 
h e l i c o p t e r ? +, 

A. W e l l ,  f i r s t  of  a l l  I cou ld  see Colonel  BARKER 
s i t t i n g  i n  t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  and second o f  a l l ,  I knew h i s  
command s h i p .  I knew t h e  number a t  t h a t  t i m e  t h a t  w a s  on 
t h e  command s h i p .  

Q Do you remember Capta in  MEDINA c a l l i n g  t h e  
company t o g e t h e r  and t e l l i n g  them t h a t  t h e r e  was going t o  
be  an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  o f  what happened a t  My L a i  ( 4 ) ?  

A. I don ' t  remember t h a t  o r i e n t a t i o n - - t h a t  h e  w a s  
t e l l i n g  us t h e r e  would be  an i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  The on ly  t h i n g  
I knew about  an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  i s  I hea rd  Colonel  HENDERSON 
when w e  was on t h e  l i n e  up t h e r e ,  s t a t e  t h e r e  would 
b e  an i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  
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Q Do you remember be ing  t o l d  t o  keep q u i e t  about  
it, o r  n o t  t a l k  about  i t ,  and t h i n g s  o f  t h a t  n a t u r e ?  

A. No, on ly  person I hea rd  o f  be ing  t o l d  t h i s  was 
pFC BERNHARDT. H e  had came back and t o l d  us t h a t  h e  was 
going t o  f i l e  a complaint .  He was go ing  t o  w r i t e  h i s  con-
gressman and h e  went up t o  Capta in  MEDINA t o  t e l l  Captain  
MEDINA he  wanted t o  w r i t e  a complaint  t o  h i g h e r .  What he 
t o l d  m e  i s  t h a t  someone up t h e r e  t o l d  him, you know, t o  s h u t  
up, because t h e r e  was an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  going on a l r e a d y  and 
he  w a s n ' t  going t o  say  anyth ing  u n t i l  a f t e r  t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  
was over .  

Q Did any i n v e s t i g a t i n g  o f f i c e r  e v e r  come t a l k  
t o  you? 

A. No. 

Q Do you know whether any i n v e s t i g a t i n g  o f f i c e r  
eve r  t a l k e d  t o .  anybody? 

A. The on ly  i n v e s t i g a t i n g  o f f i c e r s  I remember even 
being-- that  e v e r  t a l k e d  t o  us t h e  e n t i r e  t i m e  w e  w a s  i n  
Vietnam w a s n ' t  even concerning My L a i .  I t  w a s  concerning 
i n c i d e n t s  a week o r  s o  b e f o r e  where a woman was k i l l e d  on 
t h e  t r a i l .  I t  w a s  s o  s a i d  t h a t  she  had a v a l u a b l e  b r a c e l e t  
on o r  something on t h a t  w a s  s t o l e n  by t h e  G I ' s .  I t  w a s  
t h e  same day t h a t  Sergeant  George.COX w a s  k i l l e d .  

Q- Do you have any i d e a  how many Vietnamese people  
were k i l l e d  i n  My L a i  ( 4 )  t h a t  morning? 

A. I c o u l d n ' t  estimate how many was k i l l e d .  I can 
on ly  e s t i m a t e  about  what I seen  i n  t h e  area t h a t  I d i d  see 
and t h e  people  t h a t  I d i d  see. I n  t h a t  a r e a  I would es t i -
m a t e  anywhere from 150 t o  250 people  t h a t  I had seen  myself .  

Q. Why do you t h i n k  t h a t  happened? You know t h a t ' s  
something ve ry  unusual .  

A .  Y e s ,  it i s  unusual .  W e l l ,  I can s a y ,  okay,  my 
t h i n k i n g  on what had happened, I would s a y ,  okay,  f i r s t  o f  
a l l ,  t h e  G I ' s  would not- - the  o r i e n t a t i o n  w a s  n o t  g iven  
r i g h t ,  because they  should  have been g iven  w i t h  t h e  c l a u s e ,  you 
know, what t o  e x p e c t ,  and i f  you d i d n ' t  run i n  t o  something,  
You know, how would w e  d e a l  w i t h  t h e  people .  Th i s  w a s  on ly  
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our--second o f  a l l ,  I d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  t h e  o r i e n t a t i o n  should  
have been s t r e s s e d  a s  ha rd  a s  it was a g a i n s t  t h e  people ,  
And t h i r d  o f  a l l ,  I f e l t  t h a t  once w e  h i t  t h e  v i l l a g e  w e  had 
i n s u f f i c i e n t  l e a d e r s h i p  a s  f a r  a s  c o n t r o l .  

Q Is t h i s  based on--about t h e  l a c k  of  l e a d e r s h i p  and 
control . .  W a s  t h i s  based  on what happened i n  your  p l a toon?  

A. No, I wou ldn ' t  on ly  s ay  my p l a t o o n ,  because  I 
seen  a l o t  o f  cases, you know, a p l a toon  w a s  s c a t t e r e d  o u t  
everywhere. I know dur ing  t h e  t i m e  w e  was i n  t h a t  v i l l a g e  
a l o t  o f  t i m e  we'd be  going a long  t h e  t r a i l  and w e  had p a r t  
of  t h e  1st P la toon  w i t h  u s ,  and t h e s e  guys d i d n ' t  have any 
o f f i c e r s  o r  any s e n i o r  N C O ' s  w i th  them. Most o f  what t h e y  
had was j u s t  PFC's and p r i v a t e s ,  you know, a l l  mingled 
t o g e t h e r .  

Q Were they  moving around on t h e i r  own? 

A. Y e s .  

Q You're aware, I know, t h a t  t h i s  i n c i d e n t  w a s  
n o t  known back h e r e  i n  t h e  Uni ted S t a t e s  u n t i l  j u s t  a few 
weeks ago. 

A. Y e s ,  w e l l  I c o u l d n ' t  unders tand t h i s  a l s o ,  
b u t  due t o  t h e - f a c t  I thought  it was known even b e f o r e  I 
came back t o  t h e  S t a t e s ,  o r  much b e f o r e  I came back t o  
t h e  S t a t e s ,  due t o  t h e  f ac - t  t h a t  Coioliei HEZ;IDERSON d i d  
say  t h e r e  w a s  an i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  I thought ,  under t h i s  t y p e  
of  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  w e l l ,  you know, au toma t i ca l ly  t h e  Pentagon 
would be  n o t i f i e d  on it. ~ l s oI had t a l k e d  t o  Ron HAEBERLE 
when I w a s  i n  Chu L a i  a n d h e  had s a i d  h e  had t a k e n  p i c t u r e s .  
I had t a l k e d  t o  Ronald RIDENHOUR dur ing  t h e  t i m e  I was i n  
Chu La i .  H e  s a i d  he  w a s  s u b m i t t i n g  in format ion  toward an 
i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  I had t a l k e d  t o  BERNHARDT. H e  had s a i d  h e  
was w r i t i n g  h i s  congressman o r  s u b m i t t i n g  in fo rma t ion  toward 
an i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  1t s u r p r i s e d  me g r e a t l y  when I found 
o u t  i n  November t h a t  t h i s '  was t h e  f i r s t  t h a t  had been pub-
l i c i z e d  about  t h e  P i n k v i l l e  i n c i d e n t .  

Q =  Did anybody i n  your  p l a toon  t a l k  about  making 
a r e p o r t  on i t ,  o r  going t o  t h e  I G ,  o r  anybody else 
about  i t ?  

A. Yes, t h e r e  w a s  a whole l o t  o f  i n d i v i d u a l s ,  f o r  
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i n s t ance  Ray MCDONALD. H e  had s a i d  t h a t  he was going t o  
w r i t e  our  congressmen back i n  Chicago and t h i s  was a f t e r  
BERNHARDT had s a i d ,  you know, he was going t o  w r i t e  h i s .  
Ray s a i d  t h a t  he f e l t  t h a t  t h i s  type  of opera t ion  was not  
inves t iga ted  proper ly  and t h a t  they c a l l  ope ra t i cns  l i k e  
t h i s  wi thout  s u f f i c i e n t  evidence.  He f e l t  t h a t  a f t e r  we 
d i d n ' t  meet t h e  r e s i s t a n c e  t h e r e  we thought we would meet, 
t h a t  au tomat ica l ly  t h e  h igher  command should have c a l l e d  
t h i s  opera t ion  o f f .  W e  thought t h a t  t h e  opera t ion  came 
from d i v i s i o n  l e v e l .  

Q- Why d i d  you t h i n k  t h a t ?  Can you r e c a l l  any
s p e c i f i c  reason? 

A. Well, f i r s t  of a l l ,  a t  l e a s t  t h e  way I was 
t augh t  i n  t h e  m i l i t a r y ,  l i k e  a f i e l d  paragraph o rde r  
which Captain MEDINA t o l d  us t h a t  we had, I thought 
t h i s  would have t o  come from someone. I b e l i e v e  it 
had t o  come higher  than our  echelon a t  t h a t  time which 
would only have been a t  t h a t  t i m e ,  a t a s k  fo rce  i t s e l f .  
I f igured  i n  o r d e r  t o  g e t  t h e  support  elements t h a t  
we had--in o r d e r  t o  g e t  photographers,  and t h i n g s  l i k e  
t h i s ,  it would have t o  go h igher  than b r igade .  I f igured  
t h e r e  wasn ' t  no way t h a t  h igher  c o u l d n ' t  have known 
about it, due o t  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  we d id  have photographers 
t h e r e  with us ,  and we d i d  have a l l  of our  suppor t  elements.  

Q - W e  t a l k e d  about a l l  t h e s e  c i v i l i a n  Vietnamese 
people t h a t  were k i l l e d  i n  My Lai  ( 4 )  on t h e  16th .  Did you 
hear  about something s i m i l a r  happening i n  t h e  B Company 
area  over  nea r  t h e  c o a s t ,  t h e  China Sea? 

A. I had heard some of the guys o u t  of B 
Company mention it. They d i d n ' t  say t h e  same exac t  t h i n g  
happened. They d i d  say t h a t ,  you know, t h a t  they  had went 
through a v i l l a g e  and j u s t  about wiped t h e  v i l l a g e  ou t .  
I k ind  of t h i n k  back now, you know, I ' m  not  f o r  s u r e ,  b u t  it 
seemed l i k e  t h e  a rea  t h a t  we went through on t h e  1 7 t h ,  was 
t h e  a rea  t h a t  could have been covered by Bravo be fo re ,  be-
cause I know t h a t  a rea  was toward t h e  South China Sea. 
We d i d n ' t  go through t h a t  a r e a  p r i o r  t o  t h e  time t h a t  we 
went through a t  t h a t  time. A l l  t h e  v i l l a g e s  up i n  t h e  a r e a  
had been burned down and t h e r e  wasn ' t  any people up t h e r e ,  
except f o r  t h e  one v i l l a g e  t h a t  was smoking once we got  
the re .  
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Q You may remember r e a d i n g  back i n  November, t h e r e  w a s  
some s p e c u l a t i o n  t h a t  some of  t h e  men of  C Company 
may have been smoking mar i juana  i n  My La i  ( 4 )  on t h e  morning 
o f  t h e  1 6 t h .  Do you know any th ing  about  such a t h i n g ?  

A. No, I c o u l d n ' t  s ay  whether  any of t h e  men was 
smoking mar i juana  on t h a t  morning, b u t  I ' m  s u r e  t h a t  w e  
d i d  have a l o t  o f  p o t  smokers i n  o u r  o u t f i t .  

Q . Do you know whether  any o f  t h e  men made a h a b i t  
o f  going i n t o  combat h igh  on mari juana? 

A. W e l l ,  w e  d i d  have men i n  o u r  o u t f i t  who w e r e  
k ind  of  smoking it. I wou ldn ' t  s a y  t h a t  i t  would have been 
h a r d  f o r  them t o  go i n t o  combat, you know, smoking some p o t .  
I c o u l d n ' t  s ay  whether t hey  w e r e  going t o  combat l i k e  t h a t  
due t o  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h i s  w a s  t h e  f i r s t  combat--actual com-
b a t  miss ion t h a t  w e  w e r e  supposed t o  engage i n .  

Q Actua l ly  t h i s  w a s  t h e  f i r s t  t ime t h a t  you ex-
pec ted  t o  g e t  i n t o  c l o s e  c o n t a c t  w i t h  t h e  VC? 

A. y e s ,  sir.  

Q M r .  WEST w e  a p p r e c i a t e  your  coming h e r e  and 
t a l k i n g  t o  us.  You have been.  very h e l p f u l .  I f  you can 
t h i n k  of any th ing  else t h a t  you b e l i e v e  might h e l p  u s ,  we'd 
a p p r e c i a t e  h e a r i n g  from you. 

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q I f  you 'd  l i k e  t o  make any s t a t e m e n t ,  we would 
b e  g l a d  t o  h e a r  any th ing  you might want t o  s a y .  

A. W e l l ,  I d o n ' t  have any o t h e r  s t a t e m e n t s  as f a r  
as My L a i  i s  concerned. J u s t  t h a t ,  you know, t h e  t h i n g s  
t h a t  I t h i n k  now a f t e r  My L a i ,  you know, because ,  you know, 
I r ead  s o  much about  t h i s  My L a i  i n c i d e n t .  I t e n d  t o  t h i n k  
w e l l  l i k e  t h e  men t h a t  w e r e  on t h a t  o p e r a t i o n  d u r i n g  t h e  
t ime t h a t  t h e y  went through t r a i n i n g ,  du r ing  t h e  t ime they  
f i r s t  e n t e r e d  t h e  Army. I f  t h e y  had of been o r i e n t a t e d  
on t h e  consequences of  such a t h i n g ,  such as  My L a i ,  t h e y ' d  
have been o r i e n t a t e d  on t h e  consequences of a l l  i n f r a c t i o n s  
o r  p e n a l t i e s  o f  t h e s e  i n f r a c t i o n s ,  you know, d u r i n g  t h e  m i l -
i t a r y - - I  d o n ' t  t h i n k  t h i s  miss ion ,  you know, something l i k e  
t h i s  could e v e r  occur red .  E s p e c i a l l y  w i t h  an o u t f i t  such as 
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ours .  I t h i n k  t h a t  i f  we had known t h i s  dur ing  t h e  time t h a t  
w e '  went i n t o  t h e  v i l l a g e ,  t h e  consequences behind something 
l i k e  t h i s ,  t h a t  an o rde r  given such a s  t h i s ,  t h a t  you 
d i d n ' t  have t o  obey it, I don ' t  t h i n k  t h a t  t h i s  would 
have happened. 

&. L e t  m e  ask about t h e  t r a i n i n g  t h a t  you went through. 
I know t h a t  you had i n s t r u c t i o n  t h a t  you have t o  obey 
your o rde r s .  

Right.  

Q- An o r d e r  i s  an o r d e r  and it i s  necessary i n  
t h e  m i l i t a r y  t h a t  o rde r s  by obeyed. I imagine t h a t  you 
were a l s o  t o l d  t h a t  you d i d n ' t  have t o  obey an i l l e g a l  
order .  Do you remember being t a u g h t  t h a t  i n  b a s i c  t r a i n -  
ing? 

A. W e l l ,  yes  I was t augh t  i n  b a s i c  t r a i n i n g  t h a t  
I d i d n ' t  have t o  obey an i l l e g a l  o r d e r ,  b u t  they  never 
d id  s t r e s s  what, you know, exac t ly  what an i l l e g a l  o rde r  was. 
Now, a l s o  I was t augh t  during my TO&E t r a i n i n g  when we 
was i n  Hawaii t h a t  we could,  you know, i f  you disobeyed 
a  o rde r  i n  combat--well you was l i a b l e  t o  cour t -mar t i a l  
a t  t h a t  t ime anyway. This kind of puzzled m e .  Now, how 
can you be  l i a b l e  t o  a cour t -mar t ia l  i f  you obey a o rde r  and 
then s t i l l  b e  l i a b l e  t o  a cour t -mar t i a l  i f  you obey a o r d e r  and 
a  order?  

/ 

Q- W e l l  a s  I understand it, you weren ' t  given
examples of  i l l e g a l  o rde r s  t h a t  you wouldn ' t  have t o  
obey. Is t h a t  r i g h t ?  

A. No. 

Q. Do you t h i n k  it would h e l p  i f  t h e  t roops  
w e r e  given such examples? 

A. I think t h a t  t h i s  would h e l p  g r e a t l y ,  because 
I f e e l  t h a t  i f  t roops  was given examples of such o r d e r s ,  
t h i s  would never happen again ,  a s  f a r  a s  t h e  American 
A m y  w a s  concerned. Plus  i f  t h e  t roops  was given o rde r s  
of what h e  could b e  penal ized f o r ,  I t h i n k  would be a 
b e t t e r  d i s c i p l i n e  problem a l s o .  
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Q .  A l l  r i g h t  thank you very much. 

Can you t h i n k  o f  anyth ing  e l s e  M r .  WEST? 

A. NO,  sir. 

MR WEST: W e  a p p r e c i a t e  you coming. We know it was a 
g r e a t  d e a l  of t r o u b l e  t o  you. You have he lped  us a g r e a t  
dea l .  

The h e a r i n g  w i l l  be recessed .  

(The h e a r i n g  recessed  a t  1631 hours ,  27  Jan-
uary 1 9 7 0 .) 
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SUMMARY OF TESTIMONY 

WITNESS: WILLIAMS, F rank l in  D. SP4 

DATE OF TESTIMONY: 26 January  1 9 7 0  

PLACE OF TESTIMONY: Pentagon 

WITNESS SUSPECTED OF: Murder, a t tempted murder, 
aggravated a s s a u l t ,  o r  a s s a u l t  w i t h  i n t e n t  t o  commit 
murder. 

COUNSEL: Lyman L. JONES, Jr., CPT, JAGC,  O f f i c e  o f  t h e  
Judge Advocate General ,  Washington, D.C.  

DUTY ASSIGSMENT ON 1 6  MARCH 1968: ~ i f l e m a n ,  Second 
Squad, Thi rd  P la toon ,  C/1 /20 .  

1. PRIOR TRAINING I N  THE RULES OF LAND WARFARE. 

The wi tness  r e c a l l e d  be ing  t r a i n e d  i n  Hawaii i n  how 
t o  combat a s s a u l t  i n t o  an a r e a  and how t o  load  and unload 
h e l i c o p t e r s  (pg. 3 0 ) .  H e  was a l s o  informed t h a t  they 
should t a k e  c i v i l i a n s  who were i n  t h e i r  cus tody ,  ga the r  
tnem up i n t o  an a r e a ,  and w a i t  f o r  t h e  commander t o  come 
down and q u e s t i o n  them (pg. 30) . 
2.  PREOPERATIONAL PLANS AND BRIEFINGS. 

The wi tness  r e c a l l e d  be ing  b r i e f e d  by Captain MEDINA 
on 15 March 1968 (pg. 5 ) .  H e  s t a t e d  t h a t  MEDINA c a l l e d  
them t o g e t h e r  and t o l d  them they were t o  a t t a c k  My Lai  ( 4 )  
a t  dawn t h e  nex t  day (pg. 6 ) .  H e  t o l d  them t h e r e  were no 
c i v i l i a n s  l e f t  i n  t h e  a r e a  because they  had been warned t o  
move o u t  and t h e  only  people  t h a t  they would f i n d  would be 
VC and VC sympathizers  (pg. 6 ) .  They w e r e  t o l d  t o  go and 
des t roy  t h e  v i l l a g e ,  d e s t r o y  t h e  l i v e s t o c k ,  and burn t h e  
hootehes down (pg. 6 ) .  MEDINA t o l d  them t h e  o r d e r s  came 
from h i g h e r  up (pg. 6 ) .  Nothing was s a i d  about  t h e  
s t r e n g t h  o f  t h e  enemy in t h e  a r e a  (pg. 6 ) .  his was t h e  
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f i r s t  s e a r c h  and d e s t r o y  miss ion t h a t  t h e  company had gone 
on (pg. 6 ) .  IYEDINA had t o l d  them t h a t  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  would 
l a s t  t h r e e  days (pg.  7 )  . They were t o l d  t o  k i l l  "every th ing  
t h a t  moved" (pg. 2 7 ) .  The i r  p l a toon  s e r g e a n t  t o l d  them t o  
l oad  up w i t h  ammunition and t o  be  ready t a  move o u t  f i r s t  
t h i n g  in t h e  morning (pg. 7 ) .  The wi tnes s  thought  he w a s  
i n  t h e  t h i r d  squad o f  t h e  t h i r d  p l a toon  b u t  cou ld  n o t  r e c a l l  
who h i s  squad l e a d e r  was. He s t a t e d  t h a t  Char les  WEST w a s  
i n  t h e  squad a t  t h e  time b u t  he d i d  n o t  t h i n k  t h a t  WEST 
was t h e  squad l e a d e r  (pg. 8 )  . 
3 .  ASSAULT ON MY L A I .  

a. Landing and i n i t i a l  movement. 

The w i t n e s s  s t a t e d  t h a t  h i s  p l a t o o n  w a s  t h e  
l a s t  t o  combat a s s a u l t  i n t o  t h e  a r e a  (pg. 9 ) .  While t hey  
wai ted  i n  t h e  r i c e  padd ie s  f o r  f u r t h e r  o r d e r s ,  MEDINA 
g o t  a c a l l  from a h e l i c o p t e r  i n d i c a t i n g  t h a t  some VC were 
s p o t t e d  t o  t h e  sou th  o f  t h e  v i l l a g e  (pg. 9 ) .  The p l a t o o n  
g o t  on l i n e  and began t o  sweep toward t h e  t r e n c h  where t h e  
VC were s p o t t e d .  H e  s t a t e d  t h a t  a s  they  c l o s e d  i n  t hey  s a w  
a woman i n  a t r e n c h ,  about  50 meters  ahead o f  them, and 
everyone began t o  f i r e  i n  t h a t  d i r e c t i o n  (pg.  9 ) .  The 
woman r o s e  up from t h e  t r e n c h  and f e l l  back aga in .  The 
wi tnes s  s t a t e d  t h a t  hc d i d  n o t  know i f  she  was dead o r  n o t  
(pg. 9 ) .  An AK-47 was found 50 meters  from t h e  woman's 
body (pg. 1 0 ) .  The p l a toon  then  regrouped and r e t u r n e d  
t o  My L a i  ( 4 ) ,  e n t e r i n g  through t h e  sou th  end o f  t h e  
v i l l a g e  (pg. 1 0 )  . They burned a few hootches  a s  t hey  
moved (pgs.  1 0 ,  11), b u t  t h e  w i tnes s  s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e  
v i l l a g e  was on f i r e  when they  a r r i v e d  i n  i t  (pg.  11). A s  
they  went through t h e  v i l l a g e ,  t hey  s h o t  two wa te r  b u f f a l o ,  
burned down one hootch ,  and t h e  w i t n e s s  and T'SOUVAS 
e n t e r e d  a hootch  on t h e  e a s t  s i d e  of  t h e  v i l l a g e  (pg. 1 2 ) .  

b. N a m e s  of pe r sonne l  i n  h i s  squad.  

The w i t n e s s  could n o t  r e c a l l  if Sergean t  GRIMES 
was in charge  d h i s  squad (pgs .  11, 1 2 ) ,  b u t  he  s a i d  t h a t  
he  d i d  know Gerald  SMITH, PENDLETON, MCDONALD, DELPOME, 
FREDERICK, and DOHERTY (pg. 1 2 ) .  He d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  OLIVER 
(pg. 12 )  
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c. Treatment o f  c i v i l i a n s  i n  t h e  a r e a .  

Although they  encountered no r e s i s t a a c e ,  t h e  
w i t n e s s  s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e r e  were numerous people  running 
around t h e  v i l l a g e  (pg. 1 3 ) .  These people  w e r e  n o t  w i t h i n  
t h e i r  s h o o t i n g  range.  A s  t h e y  moved up t h e  t r a i l  t h a t  r a n  
i n t o  t h e  v i l l a g e ,  t h e y  saw a number o f  dead people  
approximately  f i v e  t o  t e n  meters o u t s i d e  t h e  sou the rn  edge o f  
t h e  v i l l a g e  (pgs.  13 ,  1 4 ) .  He s t a t e d  t h a t  t hey  were women, 
c h i l d r e n ,  and a  few men (pg. 1 4 ) .  The p l a t o o n  had swept 
a t r a i l  which l e d  o u t  o f  t h e  sou th  o f  t h e  v i l l a g e ,  had 
reconned t h e  a r e a ,  and then  had g o t t e n  back on t h e  t r a i l  
where it e n t e r e d  t h e  v i l l a g e  aga in  (pg.  1 4 ) .  r he w i t n e s s  
s t a t e d  t h a t  he saw T'SOUVAS shoo t  a c h i l d  (pg.  1 6 ) .  H e  
d i d  n o t  see a number of bodies  i n  a d i t c h ,  b u t  he f e l t  t h a t  
"bodies  w e r e  a l l  o v e r  t h e  v i l l a g e "  (pgs .  1 6 ,  17 )  . H e  
s t a t e d  t h a t  h e  saw on ly  t h r e e  people  a c t u a l l y  be ing  s h o t ,  
i n c l u d i n g  t h e  c h i l d  s h o t  by T'SOUVAS (pg. 2 3 ) .  He saw 
between 40 and 5 0  dead Vietnamese, most o f  whom were a l r e a d y  
dead when t h e  p l a t o o n  came upon them (pg. 24) . The w i t n e s s  
d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  any th ing  unusual  happening b e f o r e  t h q  broke  
f o r  lunch  (pg.  1 7 ) .  

d .  CARTER'S evacua t ion .  

The w i t n e s s  s t a t e d  t h a t  he  knew t h a t  CARTER had 
been s h o t  i n  t h e  f o o t  b u t  he w a s  n o t  around when it 
happened (pg. 14) . H e  d i d  s e e  t h e  d u s t o f f  h e l i c o p t e r  
because t h e  p l a toon  had moved back i n t o  t h e  v i l l a g e  and 
set  up s e c u r i t y  w a i t i n g  f o r  t h e  medevac t o  come i n  
(pg. 1 5 ) .  The s e c u r i t y  was s e t  up a long  t h e  sou the rn  
edge o f  My L a i  ( 4 )  (pg. 15 )  . 

e. L a t e r  a c t i v i t i e s  i n  t h e  v i l l a g e .  

The w i t n e s s  s t a t e d  t h a t  t hey  broke  f o r  chow on t h e  
e a s t e r n  edge o f  My L a i  ( 4 ) .  H e  r e c a l l e d  r e c e i v i n g  an o r d e r  
t o  c e a s e  f i r e  as they  g o t  t o  t h e  e a s t e r n  edge b u t  could n o t  
p l a c e  a t ime o t h e r  t han  it w a s  j u s t  b e f o r e  t hey  broke f o r  
chow (pg. 1 7 ) .  

f .  A c t i v i t i e s  a t  t h e  l a a g e r  p o s i t i o n .  

The w i t n e s s  r e c a l l e d  t h a t  t hey  se t  up t h e i r  n i g h t  
l a a g e r  p o s i t i o n  i n  a graveyard  (pg. 1 5 )  . H e  r e c a l l e d  see ing  
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Nat iona l  P o l i c e  i n  t h e  l a a g e r  a r e a  a l though  he d i d  n o t  
see them dur ing  t h e  movement th rough  My L a i  ( 4 )  i n  t h e  
morning (pgs. 17,  18)  . H e  s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e y  w e r e  i n  a 
group a t  t h e  CP wi t11  Captain  MEDINA. H e  d i d  n o t  know any 
o t h e r  o f f i c e r s  who w e r e  w i t h  them (pg. 1 8 ) .  Because he was 
busy d igg ing  a foxhole  f o r  t h e  n i g h t ,  he d i d  n o t  know what 
t h e  Na t iona l  P o l i c e  w e r e  doing (pg. 1 8 ) .  H e  d i d  n o t  s e e  
t h e  Na t iona l  P o l i c e  shoo t  anyone, b u t  he  d i d  h e a r  a rumor 
t h a t  one VC was t i e d  t o  a tree where t hey  c u t  o f f  h i s  
f i n g e r  (pgs. 18 ,  1 9 ) .  H e  s t a t e d  t h a t  he  d i d  n o t  see it 
because h i s  p l a t o o n  was on p e r i m e t e r  " r i g h t  by t h e  l ake"  
(pg. 1 9 ) .  

g .  A c t i v i t i e s  on 17  and 18 March. 

The w i t n e s s  s t a t e d  t h a t  when they  l e f t  t h e  
graveyard ,  t hey  headed f o u r  " c l i c k s "  sou th  t o  t h e  r i v e r  
where t h e y  r a n  a c r o s s  ano the r  v i l l a g e  which w a s  d e s e r t e d  
(pg. 1 9 ) .  They p icked  up a number o f  s u s p e c t s  a t  t h a t  

p o i n t ,  who t u r n e d  o u t  t o  be VC, accord ing  t o  t h e  Na t iona l  
P o l i c e  who d i d  t h e  i n t e r r o g a t i o n  (pg. 1 9 ) .  H e  d i d  n o t  s e e  
the p r i s o n e r s  be ing  m i s t r e a t e d  (pg. 1 9 ) .  The w i t n e s s  
s t a t e d  t h a t  on 18  March, they went back t o  LZ D o t t i e  (pg.19).  

4 .  INVESTIGATIONS CONCERNING THE ASSAULT. 

Wnen they  r e t u r n e d  t o  LZ D o t t i e  on 18 March, t h e  
w i tnes s  d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  t h e  group be ing  met by an o f f i c e r  
(pg. 1 9 ) .  H e  d i d  n o t  t h i n k  t h a t  they t a l k e d  t o  anybody 

when they  r e t u r n e d  (pg. 1 9 ) .  He r e c a l l e d  MEDINA c a l l i n g  
t h e  company t o g e t h e r  and t e l l i n g  them t h a t  "My Lai  ( 4 )  
i s  under i n v e s t i g a t i o n "  (pgs.  19 ,  2 0 )  . MEDINA d i d  n o t  t e l l  
them he  would ~ a c k  them up, n o r  d i d  he t e l l  them n o t  t o  
t a l k  t o  anyone (pg.  2 0 ) .  The wi tnes s  thought  t h a t  MEDINA 
s a i d  i f  t h e  i n v e s t i g a t o r s  came around t o  q u e s t i o n  them they  
w e r e  t o  coope ra t e  wi th  them (pg. 20) . He was never  
ques t ioned  by any i n v e s t i g a t i n g  o f f i c e r ,  n o r  d i d  he  know 
i f  anyone i n  the company was (pg. 2 1 ) .  He d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  
anyone e v e r  t e l l i n g  them t o  keep q u i e t  about  the  i n c i d e n t  
(pg. 2 1 )  The w i t n e s s  thought  t h a t  My L a i  ( 4 )  w a s  under 
i n v e s t i g a t i o n  because  t h e r e  Were r e p o r t e d  c i v i l i a n s  k i l l e d  
i n  t h e  a r e a .  H e  d i d  n o t  know i f  MEDINA t o l d  them t h i s  or  
n o t  (pg. 2 1 ) .  The w i t n e s s  s t a t e d  t h a t  he  thought  an 
i n v e s t i g a t i n g  o f f i c e r  never  came around t o  s e e  him because 
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they  t a l k e d  t o  t h e  company commander (pg. 28) . The wi tnes s  
d i d  n o t  t a l k  t o  the c h a p l a i n  o r  anyone o u t s i d e  of t h e  
company about  t h e  i n z i d e n t  (pg.  2 8 ) .  H e  d i d  w r i t e  and t e l l  
h i s  mother and b r o t h e r  t h a t  t hey  had hit a VC s t rongho ld  
c a l l e d  My Lai  ( 4 )  and had been awarded a c i t a t i o n  f o r  i t  
(pgs.  2 8 ,  2 9 ) .  The w i t n e s s  f e l t  t h a t  t hey  had earned  t h e  
c i t a t i o n  because o f  t h e  a r e a  be ing  a VC s t r o n g h o l d  (pg. 29) . 
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EXEIIBITS 

EXHIBIT 
NUMBER -- DESCHIPTION NOTES PAGES 

A e r i a l  photo o f  t h e  My i Used t o  - o r i e n t  t K  
Lai ( 4 )  a r e a  I w i t n e s s .  

l Wltness d i d  n o t  
s e e i n g  that 

Color  photo ;&",odies t h e1 thazon 
l e r  

sou th  from t h e  
I 
I 

( Used t o  o . r ien t  the 
Map 6739  I1 
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(The hear ing  reconvened a t  1030 hours,  26 January 

1970. ) 


MR WEST: The hear ing  w i l l  come t o  order .  

RCDR: The fol lowing persons a r e  p resen t :  MR WEST, COL 
MILLER and MAJ COOP. 

The next  witness is  S p e c i a l i s t  Four Frankl in  D .  
WILLIAMS. 

(SP4 WILLIAMS, was c a l l e d  as a wi tness ,  was sworn, 
and t e s t i f i e d  a s  fol lows :) 

RCDR : S t a t e  your f u l l  name, grade,  S o c i a l  Secur i ty  
number, branch of  s e r v i c e ,  o rgan iza t ion  and s t a t i o n ?  

A. S p e c i a l i s t  Four Franklin D. WILLIAMS. My Soc ia l  
Secur i ty  number is  I am s t a t i o n e d  a t  A Company, 
2d B a t t a l i o n ,  4 1 s t  I n f a n t r y ,  2d Armored Divis ion ,  F o r t  Hood, 
Texas. 

Q United S t a t e s  Army? a 

A. Right. 

MR WEST: S p e c i a l i s t  WILLIAMS, f o r  the  r ecord ,  have you 
read Exh ib i t  M-57 concerning the na tu re  and purpose of t h i s  
inqu i ry?  The paper t h a t  was handed t o  you by the  r ecorde r?  

A. Right.  

Q. Do you have any ques t ions  about i t ?  

(Witness i n d i c a t e s  i n  the  nega t ive . )  

Q. Before we proceed wi th  any ques t ions ,  Colonel 
MILLER w i l l  advise  you concerning your t e s t imonia l  r i g h t s .  

COL MILLER: You read i n  e x h i b i t  M-57 t h a t  w e  had seen 
and reviewed s ta tements  by o t h e r  wi tnesses  who made s t a t e -
ments concerning t h i s  My Lai ( 4 )  i nc iden t .  These inc lude  
I G  s ta tements ,  C I D  s tatements and testimony t h a t  has been 
given before  t h i s  hearing.  On a review of those  s ta tements  
t h e r e  i s  some evidence which r a i s e s  a suspic ion t h a t  you 
may have committed t h e  of fense  of murder o r  attempted mur-
d e r  o r  aggravated a s s a u l t  o r  a s s a u l t  with i n t e n t  t o  commit 
murder a t  My Lai  (44 on o r  about 16 March 1968. 
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The  essence of t h e  information t h a t  I have is a 
s ta tement  by one o t h e r  member of your company i n d i c a t i n g  
t h a t  you may have k i l l e d  a  man and women dressed  i n  c i v i l i a n  
c l o t h e s  who may have been innocent  c i v i l i a n s .  On t h e  o t h e r  
hand they  may have been VC. W e  d o n ' t  know, b u t  wi thout  hav- 
i n g  a de terminat ion  on it t h i s  susp ic ion  is  r a i s e d  and the re -  
f o r e  I want t o  be s u r e  t h a t  you understand what your r i g h t s  
a r e  w i t h  r e s p e c t  t o  counsel  and t o  g iv ing  testimony before  
this inqui ry .  

Before I s t a r t  t h a t ,  I remind you of t h e  two main 
purposes of t h i s  i n q u i r y  which you read  i n  M-57. You under- 
s t a n d  t h a t  e x h i b i t ,  do you? 

A. I ' m  n o t  s u r e ,  sir. 

Q .  What ques t ions  might you have t h a t  you would l i k e  
answered? 

A. That f i r s t  one I read.  I ' m  n o t  t o o  s u r e  about 
that. 

0 .  Could you t e l l  me which p a r t ?  (COL MILLER hands 
M-57 t o  t h e  wi tness . )  

A. The secozt! or?@. 

(There is, a  b r i e f  pause dur ing  which t i m e  the 
wi tness  .again reads  E x h i b i t  M-5 7. ) 

I understand it, sir.  

0 .  YOU do understand i t ?  

A. Y e s .  

COL MILLER: You have t h e  r i g h t  t o  remain s i l e n t  t o  make no 
s ta tement  a t  a l l  concerning t h e  o f fense  of which you a r e  sus-
pected.  Any s ta tement  you do make could be used a s  evidence 
a g a i n s t  you i n  a c r imina l  t r i a l .  

You have a l s o  t h e  r i g h t  t o  c o n s u l t  wi th  counsel  
and t o  have counsel  p r e s e n t  wi th  you a t  t h i s  i n t e r r o g a t i o n .  
By counsel  I mean a q u a l i f i e d  lawyer. This  counsel  can be 
a c i v i l i a n  counsel whom you may employ a t  your own expense. 
This counsel could be a  m i l i t a r y  lawyer whom w e  would ap- 
p o i n t  f o r  you if you dec ide  t h a t  you want one. I f  you have 
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a p a r t i c u l a r  counsel of choice who is reasonably a v a i l a b l e ,  
we would t r y  t o  make hLn a v a i l a b l e .  Otherwise, we would ap- 

' p o i n t  another  one i f  you have no choice.  

I f  you wish, you could have both a c i v i l i a n  coun-
s e l  i n  your employ and a  m i l i t a r y  counsel  p r e s e n t  he re .  I f  
you decide t h a t  you want counsel ,  you would of course have 
the r i g h t  t o  c o n s u l t  wi th  h i m  a t  any time and he o r  they 
could c o n s u l t  wi th  you a t  any t ime during t h e  hear inq  o r  you 
could reques t  a r ecess .  I f  you dec ide  t h a t  you a r e  w i l l i n g  
t o  answer ques t ions  without  having counsel  p r e s e n t ,  you may 
never the less  s t o p  answering ques t ions  a t  any time. You may 
reques t  t h e  appointment of counsel  a t  any time. If you do 
reques t  counsel  a f t e r  we have s t a r t e d ,  of course you would 
be given p l e n t y  of oppor tuni ty  t o  t a l k  t o  him befo re  we con-
t i n u e  wi th  t h e  ques t ioning .  

Now, do you understand what i have said s o  far? 

A . ,  Right.  

Q. I understand t h a t  you were r e c e n t l y  advised by 
your company commander t h a t  you were suspected of having 

commiiteci an o f fense  a t  iviy L a i .  That was within the i a s t  

2 weeks? 


A. Right.  

Q. Do you understand what I have s a i d  s o  f a r  s a t i s -  
f a c t o r i l y ?  Would you l i k e  any f u r t h e r  explanat ion  of i t ?  

No. 

Q- Understanding t h a t ,  I have two more q u e s t i o n s  

I ' d  l i k e  t o  ask you. F i r s t  of a l l ,  do you want counsel? 


A.  Right.  

Q- I sugges t  w e  r ecess .  

MR mST: The hear ing  w i l l  be recessed .  

(The hea r ing  recessed  a t  1037 hours ,  26 January 

1970. ) 


APP T-239.J 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 




FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

(The h e a r i n g  reconvened a t  1207  h o u r s ,  26 January 
1970.1 

MR WEST: The h e a r i n g  w i l l  c m e  t o  o r d e r .  


RCDR : The fo l lowing  persons  are p r e s e n t :  MR WEST, COL 

MILLER, and MAJ COOP. 


The h e a r i n g  r e c a l l s  S p e c i a l i s t  Four F r a n k l i n  D. 
WILLIAMS. 


(SP4 WILLIAMS w a s  r e c a l l e d  as a w i t n e s s ,  was 
reminded t h a t  h e  remained under o a t h  and t e s t i f i e d  as fo1lows:E 

RCDR: A r e  you accompanied by counse l?  

WIT: Righ t .  

RCDR : W i l l  counse l  p l e a s e  s t a t e  h i s  name and add res s  
f o r  t h e  r eco rd?  

I C :  S i r ,  my name i s  Captain  Lyman L.  JONES Jr. My 
p r e s e n t  add res s  i s  824 S. Wey S t r e e t ,  A lexandr i a ,  V i r g i n i a .  

COL MILLER: Captain  JONES, t h i s  i s  M r .  WEST who i s  from t h e  
O f f i c e  of the  General C o u n s e l .  n u r j n g  the rqcess, Caytain  
JONES was made a v a i l a b l e  t o  S p e c i a l i s t  WILLIAMS as counse l  
a t  S p e c i a l i s t  WILLIAMS' r e q u e s t .  Have you had an o p p o r t u n i t y  
t o  d i s c u s s  t h i s  w i t h  S p e c i a l i s t  WILLIAMS? 

I C :  Yes, s i r .  I have. 

COL MILLER: Are you s a t i s f i e d  t o  have Captain  JONES as your  
counse l  a t  t h i s  t i m e ,  S p e c i a l i s t  WILLIAMS? 

A.  Righ t ,  s ir .  

COL MILLER: Do you have any q u e s t i o n s  i n  your mind t h a t  
you would l i k e  t o  ask  b e f o r e  we proceed? 

I C :  No, s ir .  

COL MILLER: I n  t h e  e v e n t  t h a t  you decide '  t o  t e s t i f y  o r  make a 
s t a t e m e n t  t oday ,  WILLIAMS, I want t o  r e p e a t  what I t o l d  you 
b e f o r e ,  and I summarized o u t  of t h e  h e a r i n g  t o  you,  Captain  JONES*  
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YOU have a right t o  d i s c u s s  and c o n s u l t  w i t h  WILLIAMS a t  any 
time and you can t a l k  t c  your  counse l  a t  any t i m e .  I f  it i s  
necessary  t o  t a k e  a r e c e s s  you may do so .  A s  you r e c a l l ,  
you have t h e  r i g h t  t o  answer no q u e s t i o n s  o r  t o  r e f u s e  t o  an-
swer any p a r t i c u l a r  q u e s t i o n .  I f  you i n t e n d  t o  l i m i t  your
tes t imony w e  w w l d  l i k e  t o  ask whether  t h e r e  a r e  c e r t a i n  
a r e a s  o r  c e r t a i n  m a t t e r s  concern ing  which you would be w i l l i n g  
t o  t e s t i f y .  A s  I unders tand i t ,  you are s a t i s f i e d  w i t h  your  
counsel  a t  t h i s  t i m e .  A r e  you w i l l i n g  t o  answer q u e s t i o n s ?  

A. Righ t ,  sir. 

COL MILLER: Do you have any l i m i t a t i o n s  a t  t h i s  t ime which 
you w i s h  t o  propose Capta in  JONES? 

I C : N o ,  sir. T h a t ' s  c o r r e c t  i s  it n o t  ( t o  w i t n e s s ) ?  

(Witness i n d i c a t e s  i n  t h e  a f f i r m a t i v e . )  

COL MILLER: I f  you do,  f e e l  f r e e  t o  c o n s u l t .  

MR WEST: S p e c i a l i s t  WILLIN4S, when d i d  you f i r s t  h e a r  of  
t he  planned combat a s s a u l t  upon My L a i  ( 4 ) ?  

A. When I f i r s t  hea rd  about  i t ?  

Q. Y e s .  

A .  I t  w a s  when I w a s  home on l e a v e .  ~ h r i s t m a s  l e a v e .  

Q. W e l l ,  l e t  me t a k e  you back t o  March of  1968. 
This combat a s s a u l t  upon My La i  ( 4 )  took p l a c e  on 16 March 
1968. Back a t  t ha t  t i m e ,  when d i d  you f irst  l e a r n  of the 
p l an  t o  a s s a u l t  My Lai  ( 4 )  ? 

A. The n i g h t  b e f o r e .  

Q. Was t h i s  a t  the b r i e f i n g  t h a t  Capta in  MEDINA 
gave t h e  company? 

A .  Right .  

Q. Could you t e l l  us what Captain  MEDINA t o l d  t h e  
company, as b e s t  you can remember? 
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I an8, He c a l l e d  us together-- to come toge the r  and t o l d  
us  t h a t  w e  ' r e  t o  a t t a c k  My Lai  (41 r i g h t  a t  dawn the  next  
"day ?and t h e r e  were no c i v i l i a n s  i n  t h e r e  because they 
were warne'8 t o  move o u t .  The only ones t h a t  were i n  the  
area were VC and VC sympathizers.  He gave us o rde r s  t o  go 
i n  t h e r e  and t o  des t roy  t h e  v i l l a g e .  

Q Did he say anything about l i v e s t o c k ,  o r  food, o r  
crops ? 

A. Destroy l i v e s t o c k  and crops because they w e r e  VC 
supp l i e s .  

Q Did he say anything about burning? 

A. Burn t h e  hootches down. 

Q Did Captain MEDINA g ive  any i n d i c a t i o n  about t h e  
source  of these  orders?  Whether they had come down from 13 
h igher  headquarters? D i d  he mention anything about t h a t ?  N 

A. He s a i d  the  o rde r s  came from higher up t o  go i n  
and destroy.  

Q. Was anything s a i d  about the  s t r e n g t h  of t h e  enemy
i n  t h e r e ?  

A.  No, he d i d n ' t .  

Q. Well then,  a f t e r  he f i n i s h e d ,  what was your under-
s t and ing  of the  o rde r s  and what you were supposed t o  do 
t h e r e  the  next  day? You and the  o the r  members of your squad? 

A. J u s t  what he s a i d ,  t o  go i n  t h e r e  and destroy--
sea rch  and des t roy mission. 

Q. Was t h i s  a l i t t l e  unusual f o r  Char l ie  Company? 
Had you ever go t t en  o r d e r s  l i k e  t h i s  be fo re ,  up till t h i s  
time? 

A.  No, t h a t  was t h e  f i r s t  search  and des t roy  mission. 

Q .  . The f i r s t  one you had? 

A. Right ,  I t h i n k  it was. I t  wasn' t  unusual because 
we knew t h a t  it was a VC s tronghold and we had been beaten 
i n s i d e  the re  twice and t h i s  was the  t h i r d  time. 
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Q Right .  Now, d i d  t h e  o rde r s  concern only t h i s  one 
l i t t l e  p lace  i n  My Lai  ( 4 )  o r  d i d  it apply t o  t h e  o t h e r  ham-
l e t s ,  subhamlets i n  the  a r e a ,  wh.ich i s  g e n e r a l l y  r e f e r r e d  t o  
a s  Pinkville. How d i d  you understand this? 

A. J u s t  t h a t  one a r e a ,  My Lai, just t h e  one. 

Q You thought it was j u s t  t h a t  one p lace?  

A. Right.  

(r A11 r i g h t .  D i d  he t e l l  you how long t h i s  opera-
t i o n  would l a s t ?  

A. I th ink  he s a i d  3 days. 

Q What d i d  t h e  o t h e r  men i n  your squad th ink  about 
t h e  o r d e r s ?  

A. I d o n ' t  know; w e  never t a lked  about it. 

Q You d i d n ' t  t a l k  about it.much? 

A. -6e just d i d  as we .w-as -LolJ, Lo get ready for the  
CA t h e  next  morning. 

Q. Did you g e t  a b r i e f i n g  from your  p la toon l eader  
or  p la toon se rgean t?  

A. Right.  That was t o  load up with ammo, grenades 
and what have you. 

Q Was anything e l s e  s a i d ?  

A. No, j u s t  be ready t o  move o u t  the  f i r s t  t h ing  i n  
t h e  morning. 

Q Which squad were you i n ?  I understand you were 
i n  the  3d Platoon? 

A. Right ,  3d Platoon.  

Q Which squad was i t ?  

A. Third squad. 
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Q - Who was your squad l e a d e r ?  

A. I c a n ' t  remember. 

Q SMAIL o r  GRIMES o r  EACROIX? 

A. I c a n r t  remember. I t ' s  t o o  f a r  back. 

Q. Can you g ive  us  t h e  names of some of t h e  o t h e r  
members of t h e  squad? 

A. Sergeant  SMAIL, CRTMES--

Q ( In t e rpos ing}  A r e  you s u r e  SMAIL was i n  your 
squad? 

A. O h ,  i n  t h e  squad? 

Q - I was j u s t  t h ink ing  about t h e  men i n  t h e  squad. 
W e l l ,  what was your duty? Were you a r i f leman?  

A. I was a g renad ie r  except  f o r  t h a t  one day; t hey  
switched m e  over  t o  r i f leman.  

Q - I see. Usually you c a r r i e d  an M-79? 

(Witness i n d i c a t e s  i n  t h e  a f f  i rma t ive .  ) 

Q Did you have a machinegun team i n  your squad a t  
t h a t  t ime? 

A .  I c a n ' t  remember that. 

Q. Was Charles  WEST i n  your squad a t  t h a t  time? 

A. Right.  

Q Was he t h e  squad l e a d e r ?  

A .  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  so .  

Q S p e c i a l i s t  WILLIAMS, you have i n  f r o n t  of you a 
l a r g e  v e r t i c a l  a e r i a l  photograph of My Lai ( 4 )  and t h e  v i -
c i n i t y  and on your r i g h t  i s  t h e  map, t h e  s c a l e  is  1:25,000 
which has  been admit ted i n t o  evidence a s  E x h i b i t  MAP-4. 
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' The photograph t h a t  h a s  been i d e n t i f i e d  has  been en te red  as 
~ x h i b i tP-1. The s c a l e  on t h e  photograph i s  1 inch equals  
about 80 meters .  It's o r i e n t e d  s o  a t  t h e  t o p  of t h e  photo- 
graph i s  t o  t h e  nor th .  

(MR WEST o r i e n t e d  t h e  wi tness  on t h e  e x h i b i t s ,  

, W - 4  and P-1. ) 


Would you t e l l  u s  p lease  what you remember and 
what happened t h a t  morning, t h e  1 6 t h ,  when you were taken 
i n  by h e l i c o p t e r ?  What your squad d i d  and what your platoon 
did? 


A.  A s  I r e c a l l ,  our  p la toon was t h e  l a s t  t o  CA i n t o  
the  a rea .  We were i n  t h e  r i c e  paddies wa i t ing  f o r  f u r t h e r  
o rde r s .  Then I th ink  Captain MEDINA g o t  a c a l l  from one of 
these  bubble choppers t h a t  were c i r c l i n g  t o  t h e  south of t h e  
v i l l a g e  of My Lai  ( 4 )  and then Captain MEDINA informed my 
platoon l eader  t h a t  they s p o t t e d  V C 1 s  j u s t  t o  t h e  south of 
the  v i l l a g e ,  i n  a d i t c h .  

Q. A drainage d i t c h  south ,  a l i t t l e  b i t  w e s t ,  of My 
Lia [ 4 ) ?  

A. Right,  VC i n  t h e  a rea  ca r ry ing  weapons. A t  
that time our  p la toon g o t  on l i n e  and s t a r t e d  sweeping 
south toward t h e  t rench.  A s  we g o t  t h e r e ,  they  were--I 
th ink  we s p o t t e d  a  women i n  a t r e n c h ,  t h e  same p lace  where 
t h a t  chopper spo t t ed  t h e  Vietnamese wi th  weapons and every- 
body s t a r t e d  f i r i n g  i n  t h a t  d i r e c t i o n  and I th ink  we was 
about 50 meters  from t h e r e .  She r a i s e d  up from t h e  t rench 
and she f e l l  again and when w e  g o t  t h e r e ,  I d o n ' t  know i f  
she w a s  dead o r  what. Anyway, our  p la toon l eader  s e n t  an-
o the r  squad f u r t h e r  up, south  of t h e  t r ench ,  searching  the  
a rea  t o  see  i f  t h e r e  was any more people up i n  t h a t  a r e a ,  
which there wasn ' t ,  and we came back down t h e  t rench and-- 

Q. ( In te rpos ing)  Do you remember whose squad t h a t  
was? 

A. I c a n ' t  remember whose squad t h a t  was. 

Q. GRIMES? Sergeant  GRIMES? 

A. I d o n ' t  know. 
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Q Okay. 

A. Anyway t h e  squad came back down t o  the  t rench 
searching the  a rea .  We found t h a t  weapon. I th ink it was 
an AK-47, I ' m  p r e t t y  s u r e ,  about 50 meters from where t h e  
woman, Vietnamese l a i d .  

Q When you saw t h i s  woman t h e r e ,  where was Captain
MEDINA a t  t h i s  time? 

A. H e  was s t i l l  i n  the  v i l l a g e .  

Q Did your squad go a l l  the  way down t o  the  highway
t h e r e ,  Highway 521? 

A. A s  f a r  a s  we went was t h i s  t r ench ,  r i g h t  he re ,  
where we found the  woman and the  web gear .  

Q. You mentioned another  squad going o f f  somewhere 
e l s e .  Did they search  any houses i n  t h e  area?  

A. There wasn ' t  any houses i n  t h i s  a r e a  here.  

Q. I mean some d i s t a n c e  o f f .  Did they go o u t  nearby 
and search any houses? 

A. No. 

Q What happened a f t e r  t h a t ?  

A. Well, t he  p la toon go t  back toge the r  and w e  went 
back up t h i s  t r a i l .  

Q Back t o  My Lai ( 4 )  ? 

A. Yeah. W e  en tered  the  south end of t h e  v i l l a g e  
t r a v e l i n g  nor th .  

Q. Do you remember what t h e  mission of t h e  platoon 
was now when you en te red  My Lai ( 4 ) ?  What you were supposed 
t o  do? 

A. I think we were r e a r  s e c u r i t y .  

Q Didn ' t  you have any o the r  mission i n  the re?  
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A. J u s t  fo l low up platoon.  

' Q- W e l l ,  w e  have had o t h e r  testimony t h a t  you w e r e  
the  drag  p la toon and your mission was t o  burn the  hootches.  
DO you remember t h i s ?  

A. I t h i n k  we burned a couple of hootches, 

Q Well, o t h e r  members of the  platoon s a i d  your m i s -
s ion  was t o  fol low along and mop up a f t e r  the  1st Pla toon and 
2d Platoon. Search the  houses, burn them and s o  f o r t h ?  

A. The v i l l a g e  was a l ready on f i r e  when we g o t  t h e r e .  

Q Now, d i d  your whole p la toon go down south around 
the  d i t c h  down ' the re?  

A. Right.  The whole platoon was the re .  

Q. Do you remember p a r t  of the  platoon going a l l  t h e  
way down t o  Highway 521? This i s  q u i t e  e a r l y  a f t e r  you land-
ed. 

A. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  any p la toon going t h a t  f a r .  

Q. Do you remember a squad going around south  of My 
Lai ( 4 )  t o  c u t  o f f  any VC from going o u t ,  escaping sou th ,  o r  
evading south of t h e  v i l l a g e .  Do you remember t h a t ?  

(Witness i n d i c a t e s  i n  t h e  negat ive . )  

Q. When you went back i n t o  My Lai  ( 4 ) ,  i n  the south-
west corner ,  d i d  you see Captain MEDINA a t  t h i s  time? 

A. L e t ' s  see .  I c a n ' t  remember. The only t h i n g  I 
saw when we en te red  the  south  end of the  v i l l a g e  was the 
mortar platoon.  I c a n ' t  r e c a l l  i f  I saw Captain MEDINA i n  
t h a t  a r e a  o r  not .  

Q. You d i d  see members of the  mortar platoon.  Do 
you remember Sergeant  MARONEY? 

A. No. Not personal ly .  

Q. Thinking back now, could it have been t h a t  Ser-
geant GRIMES was i n  charge of your squad? 
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A. I t ' s  too  far back, I cou ldn ' t  say. 

Q. D o  you know Gerald ' SMITH? 

A. Gerald SMITH. 

Ken PENDLETON? 

I r e c a l l  PENDLETON. 

MCDONALD? 

A. Right. 

Q *  DELPOME ? 

A. Right. 

Q F W D E R I C K ?  

A. Who? 

Q- FFSDERICK.  F-R-E-D-E-R-I-C-K. 

A. Rigrht . 
Q OLIVER? 

A. No. 

Q. DOHERTY? SP4 DOHERTY? 

A. Right.  

Q. T e l l  us what you and your p la toon d i d ,  now, once 
you go t  back i n t o  My Lai ( 4 )  ? 

A. We sho t  up t h e  remaining l ives tock .  I th ink  we 
s h o t  t w o  water buf fa lo  and we burned down one hootch and m e  and 
T ' S O W A S  entered  a hootch t h a t  was t o  the  e a s t  of the  v i l l a g e .  
I th ink  it was the  l a s t  v i l l a g e  on t h a t  s i d e .  

Q. Could you t e l l  us what happened i n  between the re?  

A .  Well, we were j u s t  wai t ing ,  k i l l i n g  l i v e s t o c k  and 
burning t h e  remaining hootches. 
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Q id you run i n t o  any f i r e ,  any r e s i s t a n c e  a t  a l l ?  

A. People were running-well, whenever our  p la toon 
got t h e r e ,  t h e r e  were people running a l l  over t h e  p lace .  

Q Youtre t a l k i n g  about Vietnamese people? 

A. Right .  

Q. What was being done about them? 

A. They were too  f a r  out  of our  shooting range. 
They were, I t h i n k ,  up i n  here, t o  t h e  e a s t  of t h e  v i l l a g e  
going south. 

Q You're t a l k i n g  about people s treaming ou t  of t h e  
a rea ,  l i k e  refugees?  

A. They were s c a t t e r e d .  I d o n ' t  know what they w e r e ,  
Vietnamese running. 

Q. How about i n  the  middle of t h e  v i l l a g e  t h e r e  i n  
the  t r e e s ?  What d id  you s e e  i n s i d e  the  v i l l a g e  a s  you moved 
along? 

A. We saw a bunch of dead people on the  t r a i l .  

Q. On the  t r a i l ?  

A. Right. 

Q Where was t h i s  t r a i l ?  Was it ou t s ide  t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

A. Right .  I t  was south .  

Q. You're t a l k i n g  about t h a t  main t r a i l  t h a t  runs 
south of the  c e n t e r  of My Lai  ( 4 )  ? 

A. Right ,  t h i s  could be it r i g h t  here.  

Q. 
saw? 

How f a r  ou t s ide  t h e  v i l l a g e  were the  bodies you 

A.  A s  you was leaving the  v i l l a g e ?  

8 10 meters ,  15, 50? 
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A. I would es t ima te  about 5 o r  10 meters.  

Q- Could you give  u s  any d e s c r i p t i o n  of t h i s  group?
What they looked l ike  o r  men, women, c h i l d r e n ,  ages and 
sexes? 

A. There were women and k ids  and a few men. I ' d  say 
the  ages of t h e  k ids  were young. 

Q How did  you g e t  down t h e r e  s o  you could s e e  them? 

A. So we could s e e  them? 

Q. Y e s .  

A. W e  were moving back i n t o  the  v i l l a g e .  

Q - I thought you s a i d  you entered  t h e  southwest 
corner  of the  v i l l a g e ?  

A. W e  swept t o  here  on the  t r a i l  leading o u t  t o  the  
south  of the  v i l l a g e .  A s  we reconned t h i s  a r e a  he re ,  w e  go t  
back on t h e  t r a i l  where it comes ou t  on t h e  south end of the  
v i l l a g e  and entered  t h e  v i l l a g e ,  and t h a t ' s  where we s t a r t e d  
back. 

Q I see. Sergeant  GRIMES t e s t i f i e d  j u s t  about t o  
the  same e f f e c t .  I th ink  you must have been i n  Sergeant  
GRIMES' squad. He must have been i n  charge t h a t  day. 

A. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l .  

Q. Do you remember GRIMES a t  a l l ?  

Q. ( In te rpos ing)  Did you hear  anything about a man 
named CARTER? 

A. Right.  Tha t ' s  the  one t h a t  go t  s h o t  i n  t h e  foo t .  

Q Were you around when t h i s  happened? 

A. NO,  I wasn ' t .  

Q Did you s e e  t h e  dus toff  h e l i c o p t e r ?  
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A. Right .  

Q Ypu d i d ?  

A. Right .  

Q 
it? 

How d i d  you s e e  i t ?  How d i d  you happen t o  s e e  

A ,  That  was r i g h t  a f t e r ,  I t h i n k ,  o u r  p l a t o o n  
moved back i n t o  t h e  v i l l a g e  an3  they  were a long  t h i s  t r a i l  
h e r e .  I t h i n k  t h e  whole company w a s  l i n e d  up h e r e .  I ' m  
n o t  s u r e .  We s e t  up s e c u r i t y  around h e r e  w a i t i n g  f o r  t h e  
medevac t o  come i n .  

Q You s e t  u.p
i n  t h e  r ice paddy? 

s e c u r i t y  i n s i d e  t h e  v i l l a g e  o u t  

A. W e  s e t  up s e c u r i t y  a long  t h i s  v i l l a g e  h e r e .  

Q A l l  t h e  way around t h e  s o u t h e r n  edge of  My 
L a i  ( 4 ) ?  

A. R igh t ,  somewhere around i n  h e r e .  

Q What happened z f t e r  t h a t ?  

A. Our company, I t h i n k  s w e p t - - i t ' s  been t o o  f a r  back.  
I think a f t e rwards  o u r  company s t a r t e d  sweeping e a s t  of  t h e  
v i l l a g e  and w e  s e t  up i n  a graveyard .  

Q You're t a l k i n g  & o u t  you r  n i g h t  l a a g e r  p o s i t i o n ?  

A. Right .  I c a n ' t  remember what happened a f t e r  t h e  
medevac . 
Q Where d i d  you break  for chow? 

A. Right  up i n  h e r e s o m e p l a c e ,  e a s t  of  t h e  v i l l a g e .  

Q. About t h e  e a s t e r n  edge of M y  La i  ( 4 ) ?  

A.  Right .  

a .  What d i d  you s e e  i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  b e f o r e  you 
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g o t  t o  t h a t  p o i n t ?  You must have seen  something. Do you 
remember anyth ing  a t  a l l ?  Do you remember fo l lowing  a pa th  
t h a t  topk you a c r o s s  a d i t c h ,  whether  t h e r e  were some bod ie s  
i n  t h e  d i t c h ?  

A. I t h i n k  t h e r e  were some bod ie s  a long  t h e  t r a i l ,  
l a y i n g  a long  t h e  t r a i l .  

Q DO y o r  remember s e e i n g  anybody s h o t  a long  about 
t h i s  t ime? 

(Witness i n d i c a t e s  ' in  t h e  n e g a t i v e .  ) 

Q a Did you see anybody s h o t  i n  t h e  v i l l a g e ?  Any 
Vietnamese c i v i l i a n s  s h o t ?  

A. I t h i n k  I saw T ' S O W A S  shoo t  a k i d  w i t h  a machinegun. 

Q This  i s  supposed t o  be a combat s i t u a t i o n .  
There i s  supposed t o  be  enemy i n  t h e r e .  It's supposed 
t o  be  a ha rd  f i g h t .  What were t h e  members of your  p la -
toon doing a s  t hey  moved through t h e  v i l l a g e  as t h e y  
came upon t h e  Vietnamese t h e r e ?  Were they  s h o o t i n g  them? 
Were they  t a k i n g  them i n t o  custody? Were they  i g n o r i n g  
them? What were t hey  doing? 

A. When people  were f l e e i n g  o u t  of t h e  v i l l a g e ,  
we j u s t  s t a r t e d  opening up. 

Q Is t h i s  what you unders tood your  o r d e r s  t o  be? 

A .  Right ,  because t h e  way I unders tood it t h e s e  
was no c i v i l i a n s  i n  t h e  a r e a  because they  were warned 
t o  move o u t ,  and Capta in  MEDINA s a i d  t hey  were VC 
sympathizers  and V C ' s  i n  t h e  a r e a .  We were t o  go i n  t h e r e  
and d e s t r o y  anyth ing  t h a t  moved. 

Q Do you remember s e e i n g  some bod ie s  i n  a d i t c h  
t h e r e ,  i n s i d e  t h e  v i l l a g e  perhaps ,  i n  t h e  s o u t h e a s t  cor-
n e r  somewhere? 

A. They were--about up i n  he re?  

Q Yes. L e t  t h e  r e c o r d  i n d i c a t e  t h a t  he i s  po in t -
i n g  t o  t h e  s o u t h e a s t  co rne r  of t h e  hamlet .  
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A. There were bodies  a l l  over.  I c a n ' t  say.  Bodies 
were a l l  over  t h e  v i l l a g e .  

Q- You ' l l  n o t i c e  t h i s  ske tch  on t h e  wall, This i s  
an a r t i s t ' s  ske tch  of My Lai ( 4 )  considerably enlarged.  I t  
shows some paths  and bu i ld ings .  These a r e  a l l  v e r i f i e d  lo-
ca t ions  taken from a e r i a l  photographs. There has  been 
testimony t h a t  t h e  d i t c h  along t h e  extreme e a s t e r n  edge of 
My Lai ( 4 )  had bodies i n  it. We have heard testimony 
t h a t  t h e r e  i s  a d i t c h  i n s i d e  My Lai ( 4 )  about 200 meters 
nor th  of the  southern edge of My Lai ( 4 )  t h e  same d i s t ance  
from the  north-south t r a i l ,  south of t h e  c e n t e r  p o i n t .  Do 
you r e c a l l  s e e i n g  a d i t c h  a t  any of these  l o c a t i o n s  with 
bodies o r  people i n  them? 

(Witness i n d i c a t e s  i n  the  negat ive  .) 

Q. Now; as  you were going through the v i l l a g e  t o  
the p o i n t  where you broke f o r  chow, do you remember any-
th ing  unusual happening? Anything t h a t  s tuck  i n  your mem-
ory? 

A. No. 

V - Do you remember hear ing  an o rde r  t o  s t o p  t h e  
shooting? 

A. Right ,  cease f i r e ,  a s  we go t  t o  t h e  e a s t e r n  
end of the  v i l l a g e .  I th ink  t h a t "  when we broke f o r  
chow. 

Q n  Could you p lace  t h e  time o f . t h i s ?  Do you have 
any idea?  

A. NO, I c a n ' t .  

Q Was it toward noon? 

A .  I th ink  it was because we usua l ly  broke f o r  
chow around noon. We broke f o r  chow then.  

Q. Moving ahead a l i t t l e  b i t ,  S p e c i a l i s t  WILLIAMS, 
when you were a t  t h i s  p lace  i n  t h e  graveyard where you 
laagered i n  f o r  t h e  n i g h t ,  d i d  you s e e  any National  Po l i ce?  
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A. Right, they were a t t ached  t o  us ,  I th ink ,  a s  
I r e c a l l .  

Q. Did you s e e  them during the  movement through
My Lai  ( 4 )  t h a t  morning? 

A. No, I d i d n ' t .  

Q. Did you s e e  them t h e r e  a t  the  l aager  a rea?  

A. Right ,  t h a t ' s  where I f i r s t  saw the~a.  

Q What were they doing? 

A. Well, they were i n  a group. I th ink they were 
a t t ached  to--they were wi th  t h e  CP, I t h i n k ,  wi th  Captain 
MEDINA. 

9. You saw Captain MEDINA with them? 

A. Right. 

Q Did you s e e  any o t h e r  o f f i c e r s  with them t h a t  
you knew? 

(Witness nods i n  t h e  negat ive . )  

Q Do you know what they were doing? 

A. N o ,  because I was t o o  busy digging a foxhole. 
Get t ing  ready f o r  t h e  n i g h t .  

Q. Did you s e e  t h e  National  P o l i c e  shoot  anyone? 

A. No. 

Q - Did you s e e  anyone c u t  t h e  f i n g e r  o f f  a VC 
suspect  who was being quest ioned? 

A. I d id  n o t  s e e  anyone bu t  I heard t h a t  he--
what do they c a l l  the  Vietnamese s p e c i a l  fo rces?  What 
was i t ?  Internat ional .  Pol ice?  

Q W e l l ,  National  Po l i ce  i s  what they a r e  us-
u a l l y  r e f e r r e d  t o  a s .  

A. I heard t h a t  they t i e d  one VC t o  a t r e e  where 
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they c u t  h i s  f i n g e r  o f f .  That ' s  what I heard. I d i d n ' t  
a c t u a l l y  s e e  it because they had our  p la toon where the  
company s e t  up a per imeter  r i g h t  by t h e  l ake .  

Q s Do you remember the  events  of t h e  next  2 
days, t he  1 7 t h  and 18th? What t h e  company did?  -

A. Well, a f t e r  we l e f t  t h e  graveyard we headed 
4 c l i c k s  south,  t h a t  was t o  t h e  r i v e r ,  where we ran  
across another  v i l l a g e ,  a dese r t ed  v i l l a g e  and we picked 
up, I fo rgo t  how many suspects  t h e r e  were, b u t  they turned . 
ou t  t o  be VC. T h a t ' s  t h e  r e p o r t  we g o t  from the  National  
Pol ice .  They d i d  a l l  the i n t e r r o g a t i n g .  

Q How w e r e  t hese  p r i soners  t r e a t e d ?  Were they
mis t rea ted  i n  any way? Any vio lence  used a g a i n s t  them? 

A. I dic?nlt  see them. 

Q * Do you remember going back t o  Landing Zone 
Dot t i e  on the  l a t h ?  

A. I d o n ' t  remember i f  it was t h a t  day b u t  I 
think--the t h i r d  day you ' re  t a l k i n g  about r i g h t ?  
Right, we "CA'd" back i n t o .  Dot t i e .  

Q. Was your group m e t  by an o f f i c e r  a s  you g o t  
out  of your h e l i c o p t e r  t o  t a l k  t o  you? Do you remember 
t h a t ?  

A. No. I d o n ' t  th ink  anybody t a l k e d  t o  us when 
we got  back the re .  

Q What was t h a t ?  

A. I d o n ' t  t h ink  anybody t a l k e d  t o  us when 
we g o t  back t h e r e .  ?atme anyway. 

Q. Do you remember Captain MEUINA c a l l i n g  t h e  
coEpany toge the r  soon a f t e r  t h i s  and saying t h a t  t h e r e  
was an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  going on of what happened a t  My 
Lai ( 4 )  on the  16th? Do you remember t h a t ?  

A. Right . 
Q. What d id  he t e l l  t h e  company a t  t h a t  t ime? 
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A. I c a n i t  remember. A l l  I remember is t h a t  he s a i d  
My Lai ( 4 )  i s  under i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  T h a t ' s  t h e  only t h i n g  I 
remember. 

Q Did he g ive  t h e  company some i n s t r u c t i o n s  i n  
connection with t h a t ?  

A. Yes, he d id .  I c a n ' t  remember. 

Q He was he re .  H e  t o l d  us he did.  There has 
been some,dispute  a s  t o  j u s t  what he s a i d .  I was hoping 
you could remember something about what he s a i d .  

A. He d id  c a l l  t h e  company together .  I remember 
t h a t .  I remember t h a t  he t o l d  us My Lai  ( 4 )  is  under 
i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  Tha t ' s  a l l  I remember. 

Q Did he say he would back you up? 

(Witness i n d i c a t e s  i n  t h e  negat ive . )  

Q. Did he t e l l  you n o t  t o  t a l k  t o  anybody? 

A. No. 

Q. Did he tell yea tc cecperete w i t h  in7est iJat i i ig 
o f f i c e r s ?  

(Witness g ives  no response.) 

Q- Did he t e l l  you you d i d n ' t  have t o  worry 
about anything,  t h a t  you d id  j u s t  what you were sup-
posed t o  do? 

(Witness g ives  no response.) 

Q - Was it any of these  th ings?  

A. I th ink  he s a i d  i f  t h e  i n v e s t i g a t o r s  came 
around asking ques t ions  j u s t  t o  cooperate wi th  them. 

Q. Is t h a t  what you remember, o r  a r e  you j u s t  
p icking out  something I s a i d ?  

A. No, i t ' s  coming hack now. 

Q. Did any i n v e s t i g a t i n g  o f f i c e r  ever  come t o  
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t a l k  t o  you about what happened i n  My Lai ( 4 ) ?  

A. No, he d i d n ' t .  

Q 0 Do you know i f  any man i n  c h a r l i e  Company was 
quest ioned by an i n v e s t i g a t i n g  o f f i c e r  about anything 
they d id?  

A. No, I don ' t .  , 

Q- Did anybody ever  t e l l  you t o  keep q u i e t  about 
i t ?  

A. Not t h a t  I can r e c a l l .  

COL MILLER: DO you have any i d e a  why My Lai might 
be under i n v e s t i g a t i o n  a t  a l l ?  

A. Well, I guess because t h e r e  was repor ted  
c i v i l i a n s  k i l l e d  i n  t h e  a rea .  

Q - Is t h i s  what you were t o l d  by somebody e l s e ,  
o r  i s  t h i s  something t h a t  you j u s t  thought of on your 
own? 

A. I guess t h a t ' s  what I thought.  

Q Is t h i s  what Captain MEDINA t o l d  you too? 

A. H e  might have. I d o n ' t  know. 

Q- You s a i d  it was coming back t o  you, a few 
minutes ago, a l i t t l e  b i t  about what cap ta in  MEDINA 
may have t o l d  you. When I say "you" I r e f e r  t o  t h e  
whole company. Do you r e c a l l  i f  he was t a l k i n g  t o  the 
whole company? 

A. About what t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  was about? 

Q e  Right . 
A. A l l  I can r e c a l l  i s  t h a t  My Lai was under 
i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  

D o  you r e c a l l  i f  t h i s  was, say,  a company 
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formation o r  a b r i e f i n g  of  some s o r t ?  

A. Right,  he c a l l e d  t h e  company toge the r .  

Q Did he say anything about who might take  
t h e  blame i f  any? 

A. I c a n ' t  remember. 

Q. Did he t e l l  you t o  keep q u i e t  about t h i s  
u n t i l  t h e  i n v e s t i g a t o r s  came around? 

A. Well, I d i d n ' t  hea r  him. 

Q. Does t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  b r i e f i n g  s t i c k  i n  your 
mind a t  a l l ?  

A. Not r e a l l y .  I wouldn't  say it did .  

Q. Did you t a l k  about the  My Lai opera t ion  with 
your fe l low s o l d i e r s  a f t e r  you re turned?  

A. No, I d i d n ' t .  

Q Was t h e r e  any s p e c i a l  reason f o r  t h a t ?  

A. The way I f igured  i t ,  we j u s t  d i d  our  job the  
way w e  was t o l d  t o  do. They s a i d  My Lai ( 4 )  was under 
i n v e s t i g a t i o n  b u t  I d o n ' t  t h ink  anybody t a l k e d  too  much 
about it. 

Q Who is  t h e  "they" bes ides  Captain MEDINA? 

A. J u s t  t h e  guys around. 

Q. S c u t t l e b u t t ?  Your b e s t  e s t ima te ,  how many 
people d id  you a c t u a l l y  s e e  being k i l l e d ,  no t  a l ready 
dead, b u t  being k i l l e d  i n  My Lai ( 4 )  ? 

A. How many I saw k i l l e d ?  

Right . 
A. Three. 

Q Are these VC o r  c i v i l i a n s  o r  what? 

A. Vietnamese a s  f a r  as  I know. 

Q Women o r  c h i l d r e n  o r  men? 
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A. One k i d ,  ,one woman, and one man. 

Q This  k i d  i s  t h e  one T'SOWAS s h o t ?  

A. Y e s .  

MR WEST: How many dead people  d i d  you s e e ?  Dead Viet-
namese? 

A. I guess  e s t ima ted  between 40 and 50 people .  

Q Were t h e r e  any f r i e n d l y  c a s u a l t i e s  t h a t  morning
t h a t  you know o f ?  

A. CARTER s h o t  h imse l f  i n  t h e  f o o t .  T h a t ' s  a l l  I 
remember . 
Q- The r e p o r t s  of  t h e  number of Vietnamese k i l l e d  
i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  vary  a g r e a t  d e a l .  To s t r i k e  an average ,  
about  300.  Were you aware t h a t  such a t h i n g  was going on 
a t  t h e  t ime? 

A. There  wasn ' t  t h a t  many people  k i l l e d .  

Q How do you know t h i s ?  

A. Because when ou r  p l a t o o n  went back through t h e  
v i l l a g e  t h e r e  w a s n ' t  t h a t  many people  i n  t h e r e .  

Q When w a s  it t h a t  your  p l a t o o n  went back 
through t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

A. I t  w a s  r i g h t  a f t e r  we made a sweep down t o  t h i s  
t r e n c h .  I guess  w e  was t h e r e  about  30 minutes  and went back 
up t o  t h e  v i l l a g e .  I guess  t h e r e  was about 15 people  on 
t h a t  t r a i l  down t h e r e .  

Q - Where w e r e  t h e  o t h e r  dead people  t h a t  you saw? 

A. There w e r e  some on  t h e  t r a i l .  I t h i n k  t h e r e  
was a t r a i l  running  r i g h t  by t h e  t r e n c h  h e r e .  I c a n ' t  r e -
ca l l .  I t h i n k  t h e r e  was about  t h r e e  of  f o u r  dead bod ie s  
i n  t h e r e .  

Q. Were t h e s e  people  k i l l e d  by your  p l a toon?  
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A. No, they weren ' t .  As I saw it, they w e r e  a l ready 
l ay ing  t h e r e  when w e  came. 

Q When you came upon them? 

A. Right,  they were a l ready l ay ing  t h e r e .  

Q Any idea  how they got  k i l l e d ?  

A. No, I don ' t .  

Q. J u s t  how much of My Lai ( 4 )  d i d  you go
through? 

A. Well, we en te red  here .  I th ink  we c u t  r i g h t  
s t r a i g h t  across  he re  ( i n d i c a t i n g ) .  

Q How much of it would you say  you covered then? 

A. The v i l l a g e  i t s e l f ?  

Q Y e s ,  what d id  you do, walk along a path from 
the south c e n t e r  of t h e  v i l l a g e  t o  the  n o r t h e a s t  of t h e  
v i l l a g e ?  

A. Right . 
Q You walked along a path? Is t h a t  what you did?  

A. Yes,  

Q How f a r  could you s e e  on e i t h e r  s i d e ?  

A. Not very f a r ,  because it was a dense a rea .  

Q When you were walking along t h a t  pa th  d i d  you 
come ac ross  a d i t c h  wi th  some bodies i n  i t ?  

A. I c a n ' t  r e c a l l  see ing a d i t c h .  

Q 9 You d i d n ' t  s e e  i n  t h e  rest of t h e  v i l l a g e ?
J u s t  t h a t  a rea  you walked through? 

A. J u s t  t h a t  a r e a  where I walked through, r i g h t .  

Q I n  your opinion,  S p e c i a l i s t  WILLIAMS, what hap-
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pened a t  My Lai  ( 4 )  on t h e  morning of 16 March 19681 

A. Ear ly  t h a t  morning w e  "CA'd" i n ,  went i n t o  t h e  v i l l a g e .  
Our platoon was the  l a s t  one i n ,  and a s  f a r  a s  I could s e e  
the  v i l l a g e  was a l ready s e t  on f i r e .  There was a l o t  of 
f i r i n g  going on, and t h e  mortar p la toon was a l ready s e t  up. 
I think Captain MEDINA was with them wi th in  the  v i l l a g e .  
Like I s a i d ,  the  chopper spo t t ed  a woman on t h e  south end 
of the  v i l l a g e  i n a  t rench and a Vietnamese ca r ry ing  a 
weapon, and we go t  a c a l l  from Captain MEDINA t o  sweep 
the  a r e a  and--

Q * ( In te rpos ing)  Well, now you ' r e  j u s t  coming back 
t o  the  s t o r y  a r e n ' t  you? Tha t ' s  n o t  what I want. I would 
l i k e  t o  have you give  me, us ,  your opinion a s  t o  what 
happened there t h a t  morning. How do you account f o r  t h e  
f a c t  t h a t  s o  many Vietnamese people were k i l l e d ?  Was t h i s  
j u s t  a simple m i l i t a r y  opera t ion  o r  d i d  something unusual 
happen the re?  

A. W e l l ,  it was unusual,  I guess, because w e  were 
i n  a VC a r e a  and t h e r e  were repor ted  VC and VC sympathizers 
i n  t h e  area.  

COL MILLER: Was T'SOUVAS i n  your p la toon? 

A. Right ,  he was i n  my pla toon.  

Q Was he i n  your squad? 

A. I c a n ' t  remember. 

Q- How about TERRY? Did you know TERRY? 

A. Right ,  I knew him. 

Q Was he i n  the 3d Platoon? 

A. I c a n ' t  remember. Yes, he was i n  our platoon.  

Q. You d o n ' t  know i f  he was i n  your squad? 

A. I don ' t  remember anybody i n  my squad. 

Q. Do you r e c a l l  i f  you were on t h e  same squad on 
t h i s  d a t e  t h a t  you were normally i n ?  
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A. No. I th ink  I probably was. 

Q Do you remember how many squads t h e r e  were i n  
the  platoon f o r  t h e  day? 

A. Three. 

Q You're s u r e  of t h a t ?  I j u s t  want your re-
c o l l e c t i o n  on it now. 

A .  Three. 

Q DO you remember who t h e  t h r e e  squad l eader s  
were? 

A. My squad l e a d e r  during t h a t  t ime t h a t  I r e c a l l - -
I c a n ' t  r e c a l l .  

+ 
Q- W e  have some i n d i c a t i o n  t h a t  a t  l e a s t  one, 
and perhaps more, of t h e  platoons were down t o  two squads 
because of c a s u a l t i e s  they had s u f f e r e d  be fo re  t h i s  day. 
Perhaps t h e r e  was some s h i f t i n g  around w i t h i n  t h e  p la toons .  

A. There was some s h i f t i n g  around come t o  th ink  of 
it because I was grenadier  t h e  whole time I was t h e r e  and 
t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  day they switched me over  t o  a r i f leman.  

Q You d o n ' t  r e c a l l  T'SOUVAS o r  TERRY be ing  i n  
the  same squad you were? 

(Witness i n d i c a t e s  i n  t h e  negat ive . )  

MR WZST: S p e c i a l i s t  WILLIAMS, I have a photograph which has  
been admitted i n t o  evidence a s  Exh ib i t  P-40. I would l i k e  t o  
ask you, whi le  you were i n  t h e  v i l l a g e ,  d i d  you n o t i c e  t h a t  
group of women and ch i ld ren?  

I c a n ' t  remember. 

Q A l l  r i g h t ,  t u r n  it over and what you have 
t h e r e  i s  another  co lored  photograph admitted i n t o  evi -
dence as  Exh ib i t  P-41. You ' l l  n o t i c e  t h a t  scene of 
bodies l y i n g  on a t r a i l  i n  My Lai ( 4 ) .  

A. Right ,  I remember t h i s .  
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Q Where d i d  you s e e  these  people? 

A. On t h e  t r a i l  t h a t  leads  ou t  south of the  v i l l a g e .  

Q T h a t ' s  the  group you ind ica ted ,  a l i t t l e  d i s t a n c e  
south of the  t r a i l .  I th ink t h i s  photograph is  almost en-
t i r e l y  women and l i t t l e  ch i ld ren .  I th ink t h i s  i l l u s t r a t e s  why 
t h i s  mat ter  i s  being looked i n t o ,  why, as  I s a i d  a l i t t l e  
-while ago, i t  was an unusual event .  I t ' s  t h i s  s o r t  of t h i n g  
t h a t  I wonder i f  you could give an explanat ion  f o r  us? How 
d id  it happen t h a t  Char l ie  Company could go i n t o  t h i s  ham-
l e t  and k i l l  a l o t  of women and chi ldren?  

A. I d o n ' t  know. I d o n ' t  know why it was done. 

Q Was it your understanding t h a t  these  were t h e i r  
orders?  They were ordered t o  do t h i s ?  

A. Right ,  they were ordered t o  do t h i s .  Captain 
MEDINA t o l d  us t h a t  the  c i v i l i a n s  were given the  word t o  move 
ou t  of the  v i l l a g e  and t h a t  t h e  remaining people i n  t h e  v i l -
lage  were sympathizing wi th  the  V C ' s .  

Q. Do you th ink t h i s  extended t o  women, who were un-
armed, and l i t t l e  ch i ld ren ,  who could hardly  have been ex-
pected t o  be a t h r e a t  t o  anybody? 

A. Well, maybe no t  then b u t  they could have been 
l a + n r  CI!. ?=st beceusz t h e y ' r c  r,=tczrryizg a weapon t h a t--.---
day, they could very we l l  be VC s t i l l .  

Q. I ' m  n o t  r e a l l y  too  much concerned wi th  what you 
thought b u t  wi th  what t h e  men i n  the  company understood and 
ac ted  on as a group. Was t h i s  a  genera l  f e e l i n g ,  you t h i n k ,  
i n  your p la toon,  t o  go i n  and k i l l  everybody you found i n  
the  place.  

A .  That was the  orders .  To k i l l  everyth ing t h a t  
moved . 
Q Did you see any o t h e r  scenes l i k e  t h i s ?  Any
o t h e r  groups? . 
A. Not l i k e  t h a t .  That was t h e  only one t h a t  I saw. 

Q I t h i n k  you ' re  aware t h a t  t h e  events  of My Lai  (4) 
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t h a t  morning were n o t  known back i n  t h e  United S t a t e s  f o r  
a long time. Except f o r  a l i m i t e d  number of people t h e r e  
was no knowledge of t h i s  i n c i d e n t  u n t i l  November of 1969, 
when t h e  newspapers and TV--there was a g r e a t  dea l  of pub-
l i c i t y  a t  t h a t  t ime. The f a c t  is  t h a t  t h i s  i n c i d e n t  was no t  
r epor ted  i n  t h e  usual  way. Do you have any idea  why t h a t  
was so?  

A. No, I don ' t .  

Q A s  f a r  a s  we can t e l l  no man i n  Char l i e  Company
made any r e a l  e f f o r t  t o  r e p o r t  t h i s ,  t o  l e t  anyone know 
t h a t  something l i k e  t h i s  had happened. Of course,  t h i s  
is what we ' re  t r y i n g  t o  f i n d  o u t ,  i f  t h e r e  was a concer ted  
e f f o r t  t o  keep it q u i e t .  Do you know about any such th ing?  

A. I guess the  reason t h e  people i n  my company 
never s a i d  anything about it was, e s p e c i a l l y  peopie I hang 
around wi th ,  was because whenever Captain MEDINA go t  t h e  
company t o g e t h e r  he informed us t h a t  My Lai ( 4 )  was under 
i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  

Q A r e  you t e l l i n g  me t h a t  the  members of the  
company were wa i t ing  f o r  an i n v e s t i g a t i n g  o f f i c e r  t o  come 
zroucd? 

A. Yes. 

Q 9 An o f f i c e r  who never came? 

A. I never saw one myself personal ly .  

COL MILLER: Did you ever  wonder why an i n v e s t i g a t i n g  
o f f i c e r  d i d n ' t  come around? 

A. Well, my opinion I j u s t  f igured  they wanted t o  
t a l k  t o  t h e  company commander. 

Q Did you ever  t a l k  t o  a  chaplain o r  somebody
o u t s i d e  of  t h e  company about t h i s ?  

(Witness i n d i c a t e s  i n  t h e  nega t ive . )  

Q. Did you ever  w r i t e  about 'it when you wrote back 
home? 

A. Right, I wrote and t o l d  mom and my b ro the r  t h a t  
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w e  h i t  a VC stronghold c a l l e d  My Lai  ( 4 )  and we were awarded 
a c i t a t i o n  f o r  it. I guess t h a t  was our f i r s t  c i t a t i o n .  

Q When were you t o l d  about t h e  c i t a t i u n ?  

A. I c a n ' t  remember. 

Q Was it a few days a f t e r  you go t  back? 

A. Right,  t h e  word was around t h a t  w e  go t  a c i t a t i o n .  , 

Q - Do you th ink the  company had earned the  c i t a t i o n  
t h a t  day? 

A. Well, I th ink  we did.  I th ink  we d i d  something 
because of t h e  VC stronghold.  

MR WEST: Did you run across  any mil i tary-aged males i n  My 
Lai ( 4 )  t h a t  morning? 

A .  Right, dead ones. 

Q .  Did you s e e  a VC with a weapon the re?  

A. The only weapon--well, I th ink  we captured two 
weapons. I saw one where we captured it i n  a t rench wi th  
the  dead women about 50 meters from where--

n
U - ( I n t e r ~ ~ s f n g )They were a l l  o u t s i d e  t h e  v i l l a g e  
weren ' t  they? I ' m  t a l k i n g  about i n  the  v i l l a g e ,  now. 

A. No, I d i d n ' t  s e e  any i n  t h e  v i l l a g e .  

Q S p e c i a l i s t  WILLIAMS, can you th ink  of anything
e l s e  t h a t  might h e l p  us i n  our i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  i n  t r y i n g  t o  
p iece  t h i s  t h i n g  toge the r  t h a t  w e  d i d n ' t  touch on t h a t  you 
would l i k e  t o  t e l l  us? 

A: No, I c a n ' t  t h i n k  of anything t o  add t o  t h a t .  

Q- Some wi tnesses  have made s ta tements  t o  us about 
the  th ings  t h a t  they had on t h e i r  mind. I f  you would l i k e  t o  
make a s ta tement  t o  us a t  t h i s  time we ld .be  glad t o  hea r  it. 
We've had some wi tnesses  t e l l  us t h a t  the  men shou ldn ' t  
be punished f o r  what they had done. Others made o t h e r  ob-
s e r v a t i o n s .  Do you have anything you would l i k e  t o  t e l l  
us i n  regard t o  anything? 
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A. I d o n ' t  t h i n k  a man should be punished because 
we were warned t h a t  t h e r e  wasn ' t  any c i v i l i a n s  i n  t h e  v i l -
l age  and t h e r e  were only sympathizers and VC i n  t h a t  a rea .  
W e  j u s t  went i n  t h e r e  and d i d  our job. 

Q Anything e l s e ?  

A. No. 

COL MILLER: How long have you been i n  t h e  Army now? 

A. 33 months. 

Q. Before you went t o  Vietnam o r  s h o r t l y  a f t e r  
you g o t  t h e r e ,  d id  you g e t  any t r a i n i n g  on t h e  t rea tment  
of p r i soners  of war o r  t h e  Geneva Convention? What t o  
do wi th  c i v i l i a n s ?  

A. No, I th ink  we had a l l  t h a t  t r a i n i n g  i n  Hawaii. 
The only t r a i n i n g  I remember g e t t i n g  was "CA'ing" i n t o  an 
a r e a  and "CA'ingt' ou t .  How t o  load choppers and unload 
choppers. 

Q. Were you, and by you I mean t h e  men i n  the  
company, i n  t r a i n i n g  t o l d  anything about t rea tment  you 
should g ive  t o  unarmed people, c i v i l i a i i s ,  women and 
c h i i d r e n  who may come i n t o  your custody o r  con t ro l?  

A. Right,  take  them--gather them up i n t o  an a r e a  
and w a i t  f o r  t h e  commander t o  come down and have him 
ques t ion  them. 

Q. It  appears t h a t  t h i s  was not  done on t h i s  par-
t i c u l a r  da te .  Do you have any opinion as  t o  why? 

A. I d o n ' t  know why. Whenever our platoon was t h e r e  
they done s t a r t e d  h i t t i n g  about half-way through the  v i l l a g e .  

MR W S T :  We thank you f o r  coming, S p e c i a l i s t  WILLIAMS. 

The hear ing  i s  recessed.  

(The hea r ing  recessed a t  1306 hours ,  26 January 
1970.) 
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SUMMARY OF TESTIMONY 

WITNESS: WRIGHT, Floyd D.  

DATE OF TESTIMONY: 1 9  January 1970 

PLACE OF TESTIMONY: Pentagon 

WITNESS SUSPECTED OF : Rape (pg. 3 7 )  . 
COUNSEL: None 

DUTY ASSIGNMENT ON 16 MARCH 1968: Machinegunner, 2d P l a toon ,  
C/1/20. 

1. PRIOR TRAINING I N  RULES OF LAND WARFARE. 

The w i t n e s s  s t a t e d  t h a t  on o t h e r  o p e r a t i o n s  i f  
they  s a w  someone running they  t r i e d  t o  g e t  them t o  s t o p ,  
and i f  t hey  d i d  n o t  stop t hey  vould f i r e  2 f e w  t i m r s  
over  t h e i r  heads and i f  they  s t i l l  d i d  n o t  s t o p  they would 
s h o o t  them (pg.  2 4 ) .  He s t a t e d  it was d i f f e r e n t  on t h i s  
o p e r a t i o n  (pg.  2 4 ) .  

2. PREOPERATIONAL PLANS ,, AND BRIEFINGS. 

The w i t n e s s  was t h e  a s s i s t a n t  gunner t o  HUTSON 
(pg. 5 )  . He f i r s t  hea rd  about  t h e  planned a s s a u l t  on 
My Lai  ( 4 )  t h e  evening b e f o r e  it took p l a c e  when Captain  
MEDINA gave a  sma l l  b r i e f i n g  (pg.  6 )  . H e  cou ld  n o t  s ay  
what t ime t h e  b r i e f i n g  took p l a c e  b u t  d i d  r e c a l l  t h a t  they  
were t o  go on a  s ea rch  and d e s t r o y  o p e r a t i o n  (pg. 6 ) .  MEDINA 
t o l d  them t h e r e  was a  p l ane  c i r c l i n g  t h e  v i l l a g e  t e l l i n g  
t h e  v i l l a g e r s  t o  l eave  (pg.  6 ) .  The w i t n e s s  d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  
t h e  name of  t h e  VC o u t f i t  t h a t  was supposed t o  be t h e r e  b u t  
f e l t  it was a " p r e t t y  good enemy s t rongho ld"  (pg.  6 )  . He 
s t a t e d  they  expec ted  a "b ig  f o r c e "  o f  enemy (pg.  8 ) .  They 
were supposed t o  d e s t r o y  t h e  l i v e s t o c k  and t h e  food i n  t h e  
v i l l a g e  and w e r e  t o  burn houses i f  any th ing  was found i n  them 
(pg.  8 ) .  The w i t n e s s  s t a t e d  he  d i d  n o t  a n t i c i p a t e  running 
i n t o  any v i l l a g e r s  as they  were supposed t o  have l e f t  and 
t h a t  anyone t h e y  d i d  encounte r  would be  VC o r  VC sympathizers  
(pg.  8 ) .  The w i t n e s s  d i d  n o t  know i f  MEDINA s a i d  anyth ing  
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about  l e v e l i n g  t h e  v i l l a g e  o r  g e t t i n g  even w i t h  t h e  VC 
and h e  d i d  n o t  remember how long t h e  cpera t ion  was supposed 
t o  l a s t  (pg.  8 )  . The w i t n e s s  s t a t e d  t h a t  because it was 
a s e a r c h  and d e s t r o y  miss ion  they  were t o  d e s t r o y  t h e  
enemy and a l l  h i s  s u p p l i e s ,  b u t  he  d i d  n o t  f e e l  t h a t  it 
meant t o  d e s t r o y  anyth ing  and eve ry th ing  i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  
(pg. 1 0 ) .  He f e l t  t h a t  t h e  enemy inc luded  anyone who 

was s h o o t i n g  a t  them and anyone who was suppor t ing  t h e s e  
people  (pg. 1 0 ) .  He s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e i r  o r d e r s  be ing  t o  
d e s t r o y  anyth ing  i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  meant t h a t  when they  found 
t h e  people  t hey  were t o  d e s t r o y  them (pg.  2 3 ) .  He s t a t e d  
t h a t  t h i s  o r d e r  d i d  n o t  ex tend  t o  c h i l d r e n  (pg.  3 4 ) .  H e  
r e c a l l e d  t h e  memorial s e r v i c e  b e i n g  h e l d  a s h o r t  t i m e  b e f o r e  
t h e  b r i e f i n g  (pg. 6 ) .  The w i t n e s s  s t a t ed .  t h a t  he expec ted  
t o  encounte r  a b i g  s t rongho ld  o f  VC and f e l t  t h a t  t h e  o t h e r  
members of  t h e  u n i t  expec ted  t h e  same (pg.  9 ) .  He f e l t  
t h a t  they  were nervous because o f  t h e  large f o r c e  they  were 
t o  encounte r  and s t a t e d  t h a t  p o s s i b l y  they were looking  
forward t o  t h e  encounte r  (pg. 1 0 )  . He s t a t e d  he  d i d  n o t  
want t o  meet up w i t h  t h e  enemy b u t  he d i d  n o t  know how t h e  
o t h e r s  f e l t  (pg.  11). H e  f e l t  t h a t  p o s s i b l y  some of  t h e  
men enjoyed t h e  k i l l i n g  because t h e i r  f r i e n d s  had been 
k i l l e d  and it was a chance t o  g e t  even (pg.  3 8 )  . The 
wi tnes s  d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  i f  MEDINA had a meeting o f  p l a t o o n  
l e a d e r s  and p l a toon  s e r g e a n t s  a f t e r  t h e  b r i e f i n g  (pg. 8 ) ,  
and he  d i d  n o t  remember ~ i e u t e n a n t  BROOKS g i v i n g  any o r d e r s  
a f t e r  t h e  company b r i e f i n g  ( p y .  9 ) .  The i r  squad l e a d e r  
t o l d  them wnat was t o  be  done and what p o s i t i o n s  they  would 
t a k e  (pg. 9 ) . 
3 .  ASSAULT ON MY L A I .  

a .  Landins  an6 i n i t i a l  movement. 

The w i t n e s s  a s  an a s s i s t a n t  machinegunner c a r r i e d  
a c 4 5  and i n  h i s  o p e r a t i o n s  w i th  HUTSON he would sometimes 
c a r r y  t h e  machinegun (pgs .  31, 3 2 ) .  He was o r i e n t e d  t o  
E x h i b i t  P-1 , a e r i a l  photograph o f  t h e  My ~ a i  ( 4 )  a r e a  (pg. 11). 
He w a s  shown where t h e  h e l i c o p t e r s  l e t  him o f f  and he s t a t e d  
a f t e r  l and ing  they  went w i th  t h e  squad t o  which they  were 
a t t a c h e d  and jo ined  t h e  second p l a toon  (pg.  11). The f i r s t  p l a -  
toon would be  t o  t h e  l e f t ,  t hey  would be  i n  t h e  c e n t e r  and t h e  
t h i r d  p l a toon  would be  on t h e  r i g h t  normal ly ,  b u t  he d i d  
n o t  remember t h e  way it w a s  se t  up t h a t  morning (pgs .  11, 1 2 ) .  
A s  t hey  moved towards t h e  v i l l a g e  t h e r e  was some f i r i n g  
i n  an a t t empt  t o  f l u s h  o u t  any enemy t h a t  might have been 
p r e s e n t  (pg. 12 )  . They f i r e d  a t  shrubs  a s  t hey  moved forward 
on l i n e  (pg. 12)  . Then he  s t a t e d ,  they  went through t h e  
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v i l l a g e  d e s t r o y i n g  t h e  animals  and t h e  food supply  (pg. 1 3 ) .  
The w i t n e s s  s t a t e d  t h a t  a l though  they  were supposed t o  b e  
on l i n e  sweeping through t h e  v i l l a g e  they  cou ld  n o t  do it 
and they  moved th rough  i n  s i n g l e  f i l e  t r y i n g  n o t  t o  s h o o t  
each o t h e r  (pg. 3 2 )  . 

b .  Treatment  o f  c i v i l i a n s  i n  t h e  v i l l h g e .  

The w i t n e s s  s t a t e d  t h a t  t hey  came a c r o s s  people  
and did n o t  know what t o  do w i t h  them (pg. 1 3 ) .  H e  
s t a t e d  he  saw t h e  men and women g e t t i n g  k i l l e d  b u t  d i d  n o t  
s e e  any c h i l d r e n  a c t u a l l y  be ing  s h o t  (pg.  1 3 ) .  H e  f e l t  
t h a t  t h e  ones  who were k i l l e d  w e r e  t r y i n g  t o  g e t  away 
(pg. 1 3 ) .  The f i r s t  Vietnamese t h a t  h e  s a w  were t h e  ones 
t h a t  t h e  gunsh ips  k i l l e d  and they  took t h e  weapons from 
them (pg. 1 4 ) .  He was r e f r e s h e d  by SIMPSON's s t a t emen t  
d e s c r i b i n g  ROSCHEVITZ k i l l i n g  a group o f  d e t a i n e e s ,  
b u t  t h e  w i t n e s s  d i d  n o t  remember t h e  i n c i d e n t  (pg. 1 4 ) .  
He did n o t  r e c a l l  an i n c i d e n t  when SIMPSON s h o t  a woman 
and h e r  baby (pg. 15)  . He s t a t e d  he  d i d  n o t  c a r r y  any 
grenades  i n  r e b u t t a l  t o  SIMPSON's s t a t e m e n t  t h a t  he had 
thrown a grenade i n t o  a s h e l t e r  (pgs .  15 ,  1 6 ) .  H e  den ied  
t h a t  the p l a t o o n  methodica l ly  k i l l e d  eve ry  Vietnamese 
person they came a c r o s s  (pg. 1 6 ) .  He s t a t e d  h e  d i d  n o t  
remember who s h o t  i n d i v i d u a l s  and f e l t  t h a t  h e  "wouldn ' t  
t e l l  t h e  names because i f  people  d o n ' t  s t i c k  t o g e t h e r  
i n  a war l i k e  t h i s ,  man, t h e y ' r e  no good, t e l l i n g  on each 
o t h e r ,  no good i n  my book" (pg.  17 )  . H e  p o i n t e d  o u t  t h a t  
he d id  s e e  people  k i l l e d  and hootches  burned and p i g s ,  
ch i ckens ,  and cows be ing  k i l l e d  (pg.  1 7 ) .  He d i d  n o t  
remember any l a r g e  q u a n t i t i e s  o f  r i c e  be ing  c a p t u r e d  
(pg.  1 7 1 . H e  s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e  p l a toon  r e c e i v e d  no h o s t i l e  
fire a s  t hey  moved i n t o  t h e  v i l l a g e  and a s i d e  from CARTER 
s h o o t i n g  h imse l f  i n  t h e  f o o t  no one e l s e  w a s  h u r t  
(pg .  1 8 ) .  He e s t i m a t e d  t h a t  he  s a w  25 bodies  throughout  t h e  
v i l l a g e  (pg. 1 9 ) .  The people  whom he saw k i l l e d  he thought  
w e r e  VC s u s p e c t s  o r  sympath izers ,  a l though they  had no 
weapons (pg.  2 3 ) .  H e  d i d  n o t  recal l  t h e  p l a t o o n  c a p t u r i n g  
any people  and s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e  people  they  encountered they  
des t royed  because they  were i n  b a t t l e  and h e  f e l t  t h a t  they  
had t o  d e s t r o y  them (pg. 2 3 ) .  H e  d i d  n o t  s e e  a d i t c h  w i t h  
a number of bod ie s  i n  it n o r  d i d  h e  h e a r  about  it u n t i l  
it was over (pgs. 2 4 ,  2 5 ) .  He s t a t e d  he  d i d  n o t  s e e  groups 
of people  b e i n g  k i l l e d  a l t hough  two o r  t h r e e  people  running 
away t o g e t h e r  would be s h o t  (pg.  3 3 ) .  He d i d  n o t  see anyone 
shoot  a group o f  people  w i t h  a grenade l aunche r  and he  
s t a t e d  t h a t  h e  was wi th  HUTSON and i f  HUTSON s h o t  someone 
h e  would have seen  it (pg. 3 3 ) .  H e  f e l t  t h a t  HUTTO was not 
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with them and was o f f  wi th  another  squad (pg. 3 4 ) .  

c. Subsequent a c t i v i t y .  

The wi tness  s t a t e d  t h a t  a f t e r  a c e r t a i n  per iod  of 
time i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  they received o rde r s  t o  go and - c o l l e c t  
t h e  weapons from two VC who had been k i l l e d  by gunship 
(pg. 1 9 ) .  He did n o t  r e c a l l  where he was loca ted  i n  t h e  
v i l l a g e  when he headed ou t  i n t o  t h e  paddy (pg. 1 9 )  . He 
f e l t  t h a t  they had picked up t h e  weapons before  they 
en te red  t h e  v i l l a g e  (pg. 1 9 ) .  He d i d  not  r e c a l l  moving 
t o  t h e  subhamlet of Binh Tay and s t a t e d  he d i d  r e c a l l  
MEDINA t e l l i n g  them, a f t e r  they had moved through My Lai  ( 4 )  , 
t o  cease  f i r e  (pg9.20) . He was t o l d  t h a t  t h i s  was a s i d e  
t r i p  b u t  he  d i d  n o t  know t h a t  they were i n  another  v i l l a g e  
(pg. 2 1 ) .  He f e l t  t h a t  everything had happened i n  My Lai (4) 
(pgs.  22, 36) . 

d. Night l a a g e r  p o s i t i o n .  

The wi tness  d i d  not  r e c a l l  i f  they laagered  f o r  
t h e  n i g h t  a t  a graveyard bu t  s t a t e d  t h a t  he remembered 
spending an evening i n  a graveyard when the  u n i t  was h i t  
(pg. 26) .  He d id  r e c a l l  seeing National  P o l i c e  who 
were ques t ioning t h e  v i l l a g e r s  bu t  he d i d  n o t  s e e  o r  
know of any o f f i c e r s  being wi th  them (pg. 27) .  He d i d  
n o t  k ~ ~ o w  and he d id  not  dnyont: c u t  ufiCaptain KGTGijC Set !  

a suspect! s f i n g e r  (pg. 27) . H e  heard t h a t  t h e  National  
Po l i ce  s h o t  one of t h e  sus,pects b u t  he d i d  n o t  see  it 
(pg. 27) . He r e c a l l e d  t h d t h e  company was l i f t e d  o u t  on 
t h e  af ternoon of 1 8  March and they re turned t o  LZ D o t t i e  
by h e l i c o p t e r  (pg. 28) .  

4.  INQUIRIES CONCERNING THE ASSAULT. 

The wi tness  d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  see ing any o f f i c e r s  
v i s i t  t h e  u n i t  during t h e  opera t ion  (pg. 25) .  He d i d  n o t  
remember being met by an o f f i c e r  on t h e i r  r e t u r n  t o  LZ 
Dot t i e  and s t a t e d  t h a t  he d id  n o t  know Colonel HENDERSON 
(pg. 28) .  He f e l t  t h a t  he was no t  around a f t e r  t h e  landing 
(pgs. 28, 2 9 ) .  He d i d  n o t  remember Captain MEDINA c a l l i n g  
t h e  u n i t  together  and informing them t h a t  t h e r e  was an 
i n v e s t i g a t i o n  going on and t h a t  they were not  t o  t a l k  
about it (pg. 29) . He was never quest ioned about t h e  
i n c i d e n t  and he does no t  r e c a l l  o the r s  being ques t ioned 
(pg. 29) .  He was never t o l d  by anyone t o  keep q u i e t  
and he d i d  no t  f e e l  t h e r e  was a coverup of t h e  opera t ion  
(pg. 30) . He f e l t  t h a t  i f  the  u n i t  were quest ioned some 
o f  t h e  people would have t a lked  about the  i n c i d e n t  and 
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he  s t a t e d  t h a t  he  f e l t  t h a t  they  had j u s t  done t h e i r  job 
and they  had n o t  done anyth ing  wrong (pg. 3 8 )  . He f e l t  
t h a t  i f  it w a s  i n v e s t i g a t e d  a t  t h e  t ime t h e  people  would 
have remembered eve ry th ing  and he  s t a t e d  t h a t  he d i d  r e c a l l  
h e a r i n g  t h a t  t h e r e  was a sma l l  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  wh i l e  he 
w a s  o v e r  t h e r e  b u t  he  d i d  n o t  know what it was about  and he 
never  h e a r d  much about  it (pg.  39) . 
5. OTHER INFORMATION. 

a .  The w i t n e s s  was informed t h a t  t h e r e  was evidence 
i n d i c a t i n g  t h a t  men from t h e  second p l a t o o n  had i n t e r c o u r s e  
w i t h  women i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  and raped  them. H e  s t a t e d  t h a t  
h e  d i d  n o t  r a p e .  anyone (pg. 31) . He was t o l d  t h a t  it was 
a l l e g e d  t h a t  h e  had raped a woman and he s a i d  t h a t  he d i d  
n o t  (pg.  3 7 ) .  H e  s t a t e d  t h a t  he had been t o l d  on h i s  
C I D  i n t e r r o g a t i o n  t h a t  he  was suspec t ed  o f  r ape  b u t  t h i s  
w a s  t h e  f i r s t  h e  knew about  it (pg. 38) . 

b .  The w i t n e s s  s t a t e d  t h a t  he  thought  t h e r e  was a 
mar i juana  problem i n  t h e  company because he b e l i e v e d  t h a t  
t h e r e  w a s  an i n v e s t i g a t o r  checking on it a t  one  t i m e  
(pg.  3 6 )  . H e  d i d  n o t  know o f  men smoking mar i juana  
and going i n t o  combat and s t a t e d  he would be a f r a i d  t o  
do such a t h i n g  (pg.  3 6 ) .  H e  d i d  n o t  know o f  anyone 
smoking p o t  t h e  n i g h t  b e f o r e  t h e  o p e r a t i o n ,  a l though  he  
f e l t  t h a t  t h e r e  w a s  some d r i n k i n g  (pg.  3 6 ) .  He s t a t e d  
t h a t  i f  t h e r e  was b e e r  around they  drank it b u t  t h e r e  
was no whiskey. a rou rdun le s s  it had been s e n t  from home 
(pg.  3 7 )  
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(The hear ing  reconvened a t  1340 hours ,  1 9  
January 1970.) 

MR WEST: The hear ing  w i l l  come t o  o rde r .  

RCDR : The fol lowing persons a r e  p resen t :  MR WEST, 
COL MILLER, and MAJ COOP. 

The next  witness  is  M r .  Floyd D .  WRIGHT. 

(MR WRIGHT was c a l l e d  a s  a wi tness ,  was sworn, 
and t e s t i f i e d  a s  fol lows:)  

Would you s t a t e  your f u l l  name, occupat ion,  
and address .  

WIT : Floyd D. WRIGHT, Route 6 ,  Greenv i l l e ,  Tennessee. 
I ' m  employed a t  t h e  American Enka. T h a t ' s  i n  orrist town, 
Tennessee. 

MR WEST: M r .  WRIGHT, be fo re  we g e t  in::o any ques t ions ,  
Colonel MILLER w i l l  provide you wi th  some information 
about t h e  n a t u r e  aand purpose of t h i s  inqu i ry  and a l s o  
about  your t e s t i m o n i a l  r i g h t s .  

COL MILLER: I am going t o  go over  s e v e r a l  t h i n g s ,  
X r .  WRIGHT. I f  you have ques t ions  on any o f  it, p lease  f e e l  
f r e e  t o  ask any ques t ions  you may have, and I ' l l  t r y  t o  ex-
p l a i n  it and make it c l e a r .  

This  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  was d i r e c t e d  j o i n t l y  by t h e  
Sec re ta ry  of t h e  Army and t h e  Chief of S t a f f  of t h e  Army f o r  
t h e  purpose of determining f a c t s  and making f i n d i n g s  and 
recommendations wi th  r e s p e c t  t o  two major s u b j e c t s :  

(1) t h e  adequacy of p r i o r  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  and p r i o r  
i n q u i r i e s  i n t o  and t h e  subsequent r e p o r t s  and reviews wi th in  
t h e  chain of m i l i t a r y  command of what i s  now commonly r e f e r r e d  
t o  a s  t h e  My La i  i n c i d e n t  of March of 1968, and 

( 2 )  t h e  p o s s i b l e  suppression o r  withholding of  
information by any person who may have had a  duty  t o  r e -
p o r t  and t o  f u r n i s h  information concerning t h i s  My L a i  in -
c i d e n t .  

1 
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We a r e  no t  conducting t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  t o  i n q u i r e  
i n t o  a l l  the f a c t s  of e x a c t l y  what happened a t  My Lai  ( 41 ,  b u t  
w e  do i n  f a c t  g e t  i n t o  many of t h e  th ings  t h a t  a c t u a l l y  hap- 
pened t h e r e  i n  t h e  course of our  i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  

We have had made a v a i l a b l e  t o  us and we have se-
viewed p r i o r  o f f i c i a l  s ta tements  t h a t  were obtained i n  o t h e r  
o f f i c i a l  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  i n t o  t h i s  ma t t e r .  These inc lude ,  f o r  
example, t h e  Inspec to r  General and t h e  Criminal I n v e s t i g a t i o n  
Divis ion i n q u i r i e s  . 

Your testimony today w i l l  be taken under oath.  
There w i l l  be a  verbat im record.  Tha t ' s  what t h e  r e p o r t e r  
is  f o r .  I n  a d d i t i o n ,  w e  are making a t ape  recording  of what 
is  going on. 

The genera l  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  of our  r e p o r t  w i l l  be 
c o n f i d e n t i a l .  However t h e r e  is a t  l e a s t  a  p o s s i b i l i t y  t h a t  
some o r  a l l  of t h e  testimony may a t  some l a t e r  t ime become a 
mat t e r  of p u b l i c  knowledge. 

I d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  you have been c a l l e d  a s  a  wi tness  
i n  t h e  genera l  cour t -mar t ia l  case of the  United S t a t e s  v. 
Cal ley , have you? 

WIT : No, I have no t .  

COL MILLER: O r  United S t a t e s  v .  Mitchel l?  

A. No. 

COL MILLER: A t  t h i s  t ime,  then ,  you a r e  n o t  sub-
j e c t  t o  t h e  o rde r s  of t h e  m i l i t a r y  judge i n  t h a t  case.  How-
e v e r ,  we do reques t  t h a t  you n o t  d i scuss  t h e  testimony which 
you g ive  i n  t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  wi th  o t h e r s ,  inc lud ing  other 
witnesses  who may have been o r  may be c a l l e d  b e f o r e  t h e  in-  
v e s t i g a t i o n  except  as  you may be requi red  t o  do before  a 
competent l e g i s l a t i v e ,  o r  j u d i c i a l ,  o r  admin i s t r a t ive  body. 
This i s  an example of an admin i s t r a t ive  hea r ing .  A cour t -
m a r t i a l  would be a j u d i c i a l  body. Obviously you c a n ' t  know 
before  we do who may be wi tnesses  i n  t h i s  case .  I n  essance ,  
we  ask t h a t  you do n o t  d i scuss  with o t h e r s  what your t e s t i -  
mony i s  h e r e  today, except  before  these  bodies  I have j u s t  
mentioned. 
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Now, have you g o t  any q u e s t i o n s  s o  f a r ?  

WIT : Well, I a l r e a d y  g i v e  it once,  t o  a guy. H e  
came o u t  of A s h e v i l l e ,  North Ca ro l ina .  I b e l i e v e ,  an  i n v e s t i -
g a t o r .  

COL MILLER: When was t h a t ?  

WIT: W e l l ,  t h a t  same day you guys c a l l e d  m e ,  Thursday. 
This i n v e s t i g a t o r  came t o  t h e  house. 

COL MILLER: That  probably was a c r i m i n a l  i n v e s t i g a t o r .  

WIT: H i s  name was-- 

MR 	WEST: ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  GRAHAM? 
. 	 . 

WIT: I b e l i e v e  it w a s .  

COL MILLER: However, ou r  i n q u i r y  i s  f o r  a  d i f f e r e n t  purpose,  
and we  w i l l  go ove r  j u s t  about  t h e  same t h i n g s  t h a t  you went 

' 	 over  t hen ,  pe rhaps ,  wi th  some a d d i t i o n a l  t h i n g s  t h a t  a r e  of  
p a r t i c u l a r  i n t e r e s t  i n  t h i s  i n q u i r y .  

Now, w e  have r ead  s t a t e m e n t s  by o t h e r  w i t n e s s e s ,  
and a t  t h i s  t i m e  I want t o  a d v i s e  you concern ing  your tes t i -
AIL,,,,,,	 men; = 1 r i g h t s .  Yzu may have been s i m i l a r l y  advised a t  t h e  
l a s t  i n t e r r o g a t i o n .  I d o n ' t  know, b u t  I assume you probably 
w e r e .  Testimony by o t h e r  w i tnes ses  r a i s e s  t h e  s u s p i c i o n  t h a t  
you may have committed one o r  more of s e v e r a l  o f f e n s e s  i n -  
c lud ing  g e n e r a l l y  t h e  o f f e n s e s  of  murder, i n  v i o l a t i o n  of  t h e  
Uniform Code of M i l i t a r y  J u s t i c e  and t h e  law of war, aggra-
v a t e d  a s s a u l t  by shoo t ing  i n t o  hootches  wh i l e  people  were 
i n s i d e ,  and p o s s i b l y  r ape .  Now s i n c e  t h e r e  a r e  w i tnes ses  
who have made s t a t e m e n t s  t o  t h i s  e f f e c t ,  you a r e ,  of cou r se ,  
suspec ted  o f  t h e s e  o f f e n s e s ,  and,  t h e r e f o r e ,  I want t o  be s u r e  
t h a t  you unders tand  e x a c t l y  what your  t e s t i m o n i a l  r i g h t s  a r e  
b e f o r e  us  today.  

F i r s t ,  you have t h e  r i g h t  t o  remain s i l e n t ,  t o  
answer no q u e s t i o n s  whatsoever.  Afiy s t a t e m e n t  you may make 

. 	 could be used a g a i n s t  you as ev idence  i n  a  c r i m i n a l  t r i a l .  

You have t h e  r i g h t  t o  c o n s u l t  wi th  counse l .  By counse l  I 

mean a q u a l i f i e d  lawyer.  You have t h e  r i g h t  t o  have t h a t  
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counsel p r e s e n t  wi th  you a t  t h i s  i n t e r r o g a t i o n  i f  you wish. 
The counsel  may be c i v i l i a n  counsel whom you r e t a i n  a t  your 
own expense. A l t e r n a t i v e l y ,  i f  y ~ uwish, w e  w i l l  appo in t  a 
m i l i t a r y  counsel  t o  adv i se  you and assist you. If you wish 
t o  have both ,  you are e n t i t l e d  t o  that a l s o .  Even i f  you 
dec ide  t h a t  you want t o  a.nswer ques t ions  today wi thou t  having 
any counsel  p r e s e n t ,  you may s t o p  answering ques t ions .  There 
may be c e r t a i n  ques t ions  you d o n ' t  want t o  answer. You may 
r e f u s e  t o  answer any p a r t i c u l a r  ques t ions  o r  series of  ques t ions .  
You may te rminate  t h e  i n t e r r o g a t i o n  i f  t h a t ' s  what you d e s i r e ,  
o r  you may dec ide  t h a t  you would l i k e  t o  have t i m e  t o  o b t a i n  
c i v i l i a n  counse l ,  o r  r e q u e s t  t h a t  m i l i t a r y  counsel  be  appointed,  
o r  both.  You have those  r i g h t s  a l s o .  I f  you do dec ide  t h a t  
you wish t o  have counsel ,  t h e  counsel  may be here .  You may 
c o n s u l t  wi th  him; he may c o n s u l t  w i t h  you. Do you understand 
what I ' v e  gone through s o  f a r ,  M r .  WRIGHT? 

A .  I b e l i e v e  so.  

COL MILLER: Do you have any ques t ions  about it i n  your own 
mind? 

A. No. 

COL MILLER: Would you l i k e  t o  have ro-e exp la in  them any f u r -  
t h e r ?  

A. No. 

COL MILLER: I have two more ques t ions  then.  Do you wish 
t o  e i t h e r  employ counsel a t  your own expense o r  t o  have 
m i l i t a r y ~ c o u n s e l  made a v a i l a b l e  t o  you? 

A. No, I donl . t  need anybody. 

COL MILLER: I d i d n ' t  understand you. 

A. I d o n ' t  think I need him. 

COL MILLER: W e l l ,  you know more whether you need him o r  n o t .  
You have t h e  right if you w i s h  Tf yQa dnn'ti you understand 
t h a t  you may r e q u e s t  counsel  i f  you wish. You may s t o p  answering 
ques t ions  a t  any t i m e .  A l l  r i g h t .  Are you w i l l i n g  then ,  a t  
t h i s  t i m e ,  even wi thout  counse l ,  t o  answer our ques t ions?  

A. I ' l l  answer them t o  t h e  b e s t  af my a b i l i t y .  
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COL MILLER: Before w e  s t a r t ,  do you have any ques t ions  you 
want t o  ask us? 

A.  N o ,  no t  a t  t h e  p resen t .  

MR WEST: For t h e  record ,  M r .  WRIGHT, w e r e  you a member of t h e  
Army on 1 6  March 1968? 

A. Y e s ,  I was. 

Q *  What w a s  your grade and your duty assignment? 

A. Spec 4 .  And what I w a s  doing? 

9. Y e s .  

A .  I w a s  machinegunner i n  t h e  2d Platoon. 

Q 2d Pla toon,  ~ / 1 / 2 0 ?  

A .  Right.  

Q Who w a s  t h e  squad l eader?  

A. I c a n ' t  recal l  t h a t .  

Q Sergeant  LACROIX? 

A. It might be. I swear I d o n ' t  renerbsr .  

Q D o  you know Varnado SIMPSON? Do you remember 
SIMPSON? 

A. Y e s .  

Q e  W e  have a s ta tement  from SIMPSON i n  which he s a i d  
t h a t  h i s  squad l eader  w a s  Sergeant LACROIX, and t h e  members o f  
t h i s  squad w e r e  LAMARTINA, ROTGER, DELGADO, HUTTO, HUTSON, 
WRIGHT, and MOWER. You w e r e  t h e  machinegunner. Who w e r e  t h e  
o t h e r  members of your team? 

A. W e l l ,  HUTSON was t h e  gunner. I w a s  t h e  a s s i s t a n t  
gunner. 

Q- HUTSON was t h e  gunner. You w e r e  a s s i s t a n t  gunner 
and HUTTO ammunition bearer?  
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A. Y e s .  

Q. M r .  WRIGHT, when did you f i r s t  hear about the plan 
t o  make a combat assaul t  on My Lai ( 4 ) .  

A. I guess it was the evening, the  night before. Cap-
t a i n  MEDINA gave us a l i t t l e  t a l k  about what was going on. 

Q =  Do you remember a memorial ceremony j u s t  about this 
time, a l i t t l e  before the briefing? 

A. What for? 

& - Well, we were t o l d  t h i s  ceremony was held for some 
men of the  company w h o ' d  been k i l l e d  j u s t  a shor t  time before. 
One of t h e m  was Sergeant COX, I think. 

A.  Yes, I remember tha t .  

Q Could you f i x  a time with r e l a t ion  t o  the briefing 
by Captain MEDINA? 

A. No, I don ' t  remember. 

Q. Could you t e l l  us what Captain MEDINA to3.d you i n  
t he  briefing about the operations coming up? What w e r e  his 
orders? 

A. W e l l ,  the way I got i t ,  we was on a search and de-
s t roy  mission, M y  Lai ( 4 ) .  He t o l d  us t h a t  there  was supposed 
t o  have been a plane c i r c l i n g  the v i l l age ,  and t o l d  a l l  the  
v i l lagers  t o  leave. It w a s  a troop u n i t  moving through, and 
they had orders t o  destroy it, I guess. Well, t h a t  was a 
pre t ty  good enemy stronghold i n  t h a t  area, supplies and s t u f f .  

Q. Do you remember the name of the VC o u t f i t  t h a t  was 
supposed t o  be i n  there? 

A. No, I don1t remember t h a t  offhand. 

Q- We've had other  testimony indicat ing t h a t  Charlie 
Company had been up against  t h i s  o u t f i t  before, and you'd suf-
fered qu i t e  a few casua l t ies  a t  the  hands of this par t i cu la r  
VC organization. Could you t e l l  us about tha t?  
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A. Well, he j u s t  t o l d  us what t o  expect.  W e  really 
expected a b i g  force of enemy. 

Q. Did he say anything about l ives tock and food you 
might run across i n  the  v i l l age?  

A. Yes, we was supposed t o  destroy it. 

Q- How about burning t h e  houses? 

A. If we found anything i n  them, yes,  we was supposed 
to .  

Q H m  about any people you ran  in to?  

A. Well, we d i d n ' t  know we was supposed t o  run into 
any v i l l age r s .  The way I g o t  it, the  a i rplane was supposed 
t o  cover a l l  t h a t ,  The v i l l a g e r s  was supposed t o  leave. 

Q. You figured anybody you ran i n t o  would be VC o r  VC 
sympathizers? 

A. Supposed t o  be. 

Q a Did Captain MEDINA say anything about l eve l ing  the 
village c r  get t i r -g  eyen : h ~ . T j f h  the VCI things of t h a t  nature? 

A. Not t h a t  I know of .  

8 - Did he ind ica t e  how long the  operation was supposed 
t o  l a s t ?  

A. I don ' t  remember. 

Q. Do you remember whether there  was a meeting .of pla-
toon leaders  and platoon sergeants  held  a f t e r  the br ie f ing?  

A. No, I don' t .  

Q What was the  mood of the  men of Charlie Company 
a f t e r  the  b r i e f ing?  

A, The mood of them? 
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Q Y e s .  -What d i d  they  t h i n k  of t h e  upcoming opera-
t i o n ?  How d i d  they  f e e l  about i t ?  

A. Well, i f  they a l l  f e l t  l i k e  I d i d ,  I guess they 
f e l t  we was going t o  g e t  i t--a b i g  s t ronghold  of t h e  VC, and 
we expected t o  run i n t o  them. 

Q You expected a tough f i g h t ?  

A. Yes, I ' d  say we d i d .  

Q Your p la toon l e a d e r  was Lieutenant  BROOKS? 

Right. 

Q Did he g ive  you any o rde r s  a f t e r  t h e  company 
b r i e f i n g ?  

A. ' None t h a t  I know of .  

8- How about your squad l eader?  

A. H e  j u s t  t o l d  us what was t o  be done, what our  
p o s i t i o n  would be and everything.  T h a t ' s  the  way they  a l -
ways do be fo re  every opera t ion .  

COL MILLER: Did Captain MEDINA normally g e t  t h e  company to-
g e t h e r ,  the  whole company, and b r i e f  them b e f o r e  an opera t ion?  

A. Yes, i f  it was a very b i g  opera t ion ,  he d i d .  

&. Afte r  Captain MEDINA was done w i t h  h i s  whole 
b r i e f i n g ,  looking back now 20 months o r  s o ,  could you t e l l  
me what your r e c o l l e c t i o n  i s  of  what he expected the  company 
t o  do the  nex t  day? 

A. Well, I guess ,  l i k e  always he  expected us t o  do 
our  job and c a r r y  out  what we were supposed t o  be doing. 
Search and des t roy  mission. I guess you know what t h a t  is .  

Q 
fo re?  

Had you been on any search  and des t roy  missions be-
, 

A .  Yes. 
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Q What o the r  kind of missions might you have? 

A. W e l l ,  we've been on blocking forces ,  and just l i t t l e  
o ld  maneuvers, t ry ing  t o  make contact  w i t h  the enemy. 

Q - What does search and destroy mean? 

A. Well, i f  you found the  enemy, I guess, destroy h i m  
and a l l  h i s  supplies.  

9 Does it mean t o  destroy anything and everything
t h a t  might be i n  there? 

A. No, I don ' t  guess it meant t ha t .  

Q- You're ta lk ing  about t he  enemy, then, t he  VC, the  
North Vietnamese? Whoever 's shooting a t  you? 

A. Anything t h a t ' s  shooting a t  you, I guess. 

Q - Anything t h a t  supports them? 

A. Yes. 

Q. You s a i d  you expected t o  g e t  i n t o  a p re t ty  good 
fight the next day. After Y?ie b r ie f ing  and during the evening, 
did t h e ' s o l d i e r s  t a l k  about t h i s  very much, worry about it any 
more than some of t h e  other  operations? 

A. I guess w e  was on account of t h e r e  being a l o t  of  
t a l k  of such a b ig  force down i n  there .  

Q - Just a l i t t l e  b i t  more nervous i n  the  se rv ice  maybe? 

A. I guess. 

Q. While they were worried about it, do you f e e l  they 
were i n  a sense looking forward t o  t h i s  as a chance t o  f i n a l l y  
ac tua l ly  close with and meet t h i s  enemy? 

A. I guess. 

10 
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Q- L e t  me go on a l i t t l e  b i t  more--any more than say  
when you were going out  on these  o t h e r  missions and you w e r e  
never ab le  t o  c lose  wi th  them? Did t h i s  seem b e t t e r  o r  worse 
t h a t  you might a c t u a l l y  meet up wi th  them t h a t  day? 

A .  W e l l ,  opinion,  I d i d n ' t  r e a l l y  want t o  meet up with 

them. I don' t know how the  r e s t  of  them f e l t .  


MR WEST: Let me show you an a e r i a l  photograph (Exhibit  P-1) 
t h a t ' s  been blown up p r e t t y  l a r g e  of My Lai ( 4 )  and the  
v i c i n i t y .  I t ' s  o r i e n t e d  s o  t h i s  i s  nor th  up h e r e  and t h a t ' s  
e a s t  ou t  toward the China Sea. The s c a l e  of t h i s  photograph 
is 1 inch equals  about 80 meters.  I f  y o u ' l l  n o t i c e  t h e  map 
over he re ,  t h i s  i s  a 1:25,000 s c a l e  map. I t ' s  been admitted 
i n t o  evidence a s  Exh ib i t  MAP-4.  Here ' s  My Lai  on the  map. 
Here 's  the  stream l i n e  coming up h e r e ,  same t h i n g  on the  
photograph, b igger ,  of course.  Notice t h e  l i t t l e  road,  
t r a i l  leading south  from My Lai ( 4 )  t o  Highway 521. 

A. Tha t ' s  r i g h t  he re .  

Q. Now t h e  landing zone was j u s t  t o  t h e  w e s t  of the  
hamlet i n  he re .  And t h a t ' s  where t h e  h e l i c o p t e r s  came i n  and 
l e t  you o f f .  Now does t h i s  look a t  a l l  f a m i l i a r  t o  you? A r e  
you accustomed t o  looking a t  a e r i a l  photographs? This  i s  so-
c a l l e d  v e r t i c a l ,  y o u ' r e  j u s t  looking r i g h t  down on it. These 
a r e  c l ea red  f i e l d s ,  r i c e  paddies h e r e .  Then you have a l l  t h e s e  
l i t t l e  places  surrounded wi th  trees, and shrubs ,  and hedgerows 
wi th  t h e i r  houses i n  here .  Well, can you t e l l  us now what you 
and your squad d i d  a f t e r  you g o t  o u t  of t h e  h e l i c o p t e r s  t h e r e  
t h a t  morning, 16 March, a t  My Lai ( 4 ) ?  

A. W e l l ,  you mean t h e  weapons squad o r  machinegun 
squad? We always went wi th  t h e  squad we  was a t t ached  t o ,  and 
a f t e r  w e  go t  out  of t h e  h e l i c o p t e r ,  I guess w e  joined the 
pla toon,  the  2d Platoon.  

Q. Do you remember what p a r t  of My Lai ( 4 )  t h a t  t h e  
2d Platoon .was supposed t o  go through? 

A. Well,  t h e  way w e  always moved, t h e  1st Pla toon would 
be on the  l e f t ,  and we'd be i n  t h e  c e n t e r ,  and the  3d Platoon 
would be on the  r i g h t .  

Q. You d o n ' t  remember t h e  o rde r s  t h a t  morning, t h e  
way it was i a i d  o u t ?  
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Q. A l l  r i g h t .  W e  have evidence t h a t  t h e  1st Platoon 
took the  r i g h t  o r  t h e  southern h a l f ,  t h e  2d.Platodn t h e  l e f t  
or t h e  nor thern  p a r t ,  t h e  3d Platoon came i n  l a t e r  and they 
w e r e  t h e  drag p la toon.  They came through l a t e r  and mopped 
up s o  t o  speak. Could you t e l l  us now what your p la toon 
d i d  t h a t  morning t h a t  you remember? 

A. Well, a f t e r  we g o t  out  of the  h e l i c o p t e r  they 
moved i n t o  the  v i l l a g e .  

Q. Could you t e l l  us what you saw, what your squad 
d i d ,  and what you saw, t h i n g s  t h a t  you remember happened? 

A. I guess t h e r e  was a few k i l l e d .  I don ' t  know, we 
j u s t  moved on through t h e  v i l l a g e ,  I guess,  looking f o r  
ammunition, searching t h e  hootches o u t ,  des t roying.  

Q L e t ' s  go back now. A s  t he  p la toon moved i n t o  My 
Lai  ( 4 ) ,  what was it doing? Were they f i r i n g ?  

A. W e l l ,  some. 

Q. Were they f i r i n g  weapons? 

A.  A s  they moved o u t ,  i n  case t h e r e  would be any enemy, 
try t o  f l u s h  them o u t ,  you might say. 

Q. We've had testimony t h i s  morning from a man who was 
the re .  He s a i d  t h a t  MEDINA urged the  men of Char l i e  Company 
t o  move i n  aggress ively ,  f i r i n g ,  keep pushing, n o t  t o  l o s e  
con tac t  wi th  the  enemy, n o t  t o  g e t  pinned down, keep f i r e  
s u p e r i o r i t y .  NOW, can you t e l l  us j u s t  how t h e  p la toon moved 
and how they used t h e i r  weapons? 

A .  You mean how we moved? W e  usual ly  moved on s o r t  of  
a l i n e .  Everybody t r i e d  t o  s t a y  t o  one s i d e  of you, a man on 
t h e  l e f t  and r i g h t .  

Q O h ,  you were f i r i n g  as  you moved. A reconaissance 
by f i r e ?  

A.  J u s t  when we f e l t  we should,  l i k e  a bunch of  shrubs 
o r  something. 
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Q When you had something t o  shoo t  a t ?  

A. W e l l ,  what we c o u l d n ' t  s e e .  

Q. Maybe when you came t o  a hedgerow, you'd f i r e  i n t o  it 
because you c o u l d n ' t  s e e  who was hidden t h e r e ,  t h a t  k ind  of 
th ing .  What e l s e  do you remember? 

A. We j u s t  run through t h e  v i l l a g e  des t roy ing  t h e  ani-
mals and s t u f f ,  t h e  food s u p p l i e s .  

Q What about t h e  people you came ac ross?  

A. Well, i n  our  p la toon,  t h e r e  wasn ' t  t h a t  many de-
s t royed .  I d o n ' t  know how many they  was. They weren ' t  a11 t h a t  
many. See,  a f t e r  we found them we d i d n ' t  know what t o  do wi th  
them. We was t o l d  they was the  enemy, VC and VC sympathizers,  
s o  we d i d n ' t  know what t o  do with them. 

& You're t a l k i n g  about what? Men, women, c h i l d r e n ,  
people you came ac ross?  

I d i d n ' t  s e e  no c h i l d r e n  g e t  k i l l e d .  

All s i g h t .  . ~ u s tt e l l  us what you saw, 

A. Well, I saw men and women g e t  k i l l e d ,  b u t  I d i d n ' t  
s e e  no  c h i l d r e n  g e t  k i l . l ed  

Q. A l l  r ight. .  Can you descr ibe  t h e s e  i n c i d e n t s ?  

A. You mean where they happened a t ?  

Q. You're being p r e t t y  genera l .  You came across  some-
body i n  a f i e l d ,  o r  i n  a house, o r  i n  a bunker,  o r  down a pa th .  
I f  you would j u s t  t e l l  us what you saw, what happened? 

A. I guess when I saw them g e t  k i l l e d  they  was t r y i n g  
t o  run, t r y i n g  t o  g e t  away. 

Q Well, okay, t e l l  us about t h e  f i r s t  Vietnamese 
person you remember see ing .  

A .  I guess t h e  ones we captured ,  gunships k i l l e d ,  w e  
captured two weapons o f f  of them, searched t h e  bodies  and go t  
t h e  weapons . 
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Q I ' m  f ami l i a r  wi th  t h a t  bu t  t h a t  happened quite 
a time a f t e r .  This happened a f t e r  you went through a s  much 
of My Lai ( 4 )  a s  you d id  go through, some t i m e  l a t e r .  Let 
m e  read you some of Varnado SIMPSON'S statement .  You re-
member, SIMPSON s a i d  he was i n  t he  s m squad with you. 

A. That o t h e r  guy asked me the  same ques t ion .  I 
don ' t  remember t h a t  a t  a l l .  

Q W e l l ,  okay. 

A. H e  s a i d  t h a t  I was t h e r e  with him when he s h o t  a 
woman and a l i t t l e  g i r l ,  something l i k e  t h a t .  That ' s  what 
t h a t  o the r  guy t o l d  m e .  

Q That 's  r i g h t .  Let me read t h i s  p a r t .  This is 
from the  s tatement  of Varnado SIMPSON: 

" Jus t  a f t e r  w e  go t  i n t o  t he  v i l l a g e ,  I came upon 
WOODS and STANLEY w i t h  four  o r  f i v e  Vietnamese 
deta inees .  STANLEY s a i d  they were going t o  t ake  
them t o  t h e  platoon c o l l e c t i o n  area.  They w e r e  
asking these  people some ques t ions  i n  Vietnamese. 
Then ROSCHEVITZ who come up w i t h  me s a i d  t o  k i l l  
a l l  the  people and t o l d  me t o  k i l l  t h e m .  I' 

Remember, t h i s  is Varnado SIMPSON speaking. 

" I  hadn ' t  k i l l e d  anyone y e t  s o  I s a i d  t h a t  I 
would no t ,  ROSCHEVITZ.'grabbed my M-16  away from.. .. 
m e ,  pu t  it on automatic f i r e ,  and k i l l e d  a l l  of 
t he  Vietnamese who had been s t and i sg  the re .  These 
people w e r e  n o t  armed, w e r e  no t  t r y ing  t o  escape." 

That ' s  the  end of the quota t ion .  D o  you remember t h i s  in-
c ident?  

NO, I do not .  

You knew ROSCHEVITZ, did you? 

Y e s .  

Do you remember how he was armed? 
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A. I guess he had an M-79, t h a t  rocke t  launcher. 

Q- That ' s  r i g h t ,  he was a grenadier .  Varnado SIMPSON 
was asked, "What happened then?" And he answered: 

"I continued on i n t o  t h e  v i l l a g e  and found a p lace  
where a boy had been s h o t  by a w e l l  near  a h u t .  A 
woman came, and a baby came o u t  of t h e  h u t  crying 
and ca r ry ing  on. ROSCHEVITZ, LAMARTINA, and 
LACROIX were the re .  WRIGHT, HUTTO, and HUTSON 
were the re  a l so .  I th ink  BROOKS may have been 
around. BROOKS t o l d  me t o  k i l l  the  woman, and 
a c t i n g  on h i s  o rders  I s h o t  h e r  and t h e  baby. 'I 

And a l i t t l e  l a t e r  on he goes on t o  say:  

" I  remember shooting t h e  baby i n  t h e  face ."  

End of quote.  Do you remember t h i s  inc iden t?  

A. No, I don ' t .  That ' s  n o t  what I was t a l k i n g  about. 
I don 't remember t h a t .  

Q. Well, what do you remember happening when you 
f i r s t  went i n t o  t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

w 
03 A .  W e l l ,  I d i d n ' t  even see SIMPSON shoot  any. 

Q Did you see anybody else shoot  anybody? P 9 

A. No. 

8. W e l l ,  SIMPSON goes on then. This woman and a 
baby he t a lked  about,  when he s a i d  he s h o t  t h e  baby,, had come 
ou t  of a hu t .  Then he was asked a ques t ion ,  "What happened 
then? I' SIMPSON answered : 

"There w e r e  four  o r  f i v e  people, mostly c h i l d r e n ,  
s t i l l  i n  the  hu t s .  HUTTO, WRIGHT, and HUTSON went 
i n t o  t h e  h u t ,  and HUTSON f i r e d  the  machinegun i n t o  
the  ch i ld ren .  I had gone i n t o  the  h u t  t h a t  t i m e ,  
saw t h a t  t h e  bodies w e r e  a l l  t o r n  up. I had no 
doubt they were a l l  k i l l e d .  There was a l i t t l e  o l d  
ho le  i n  the  hu t  where people took s h e l t e r  from 
a t t ack .  WRIGHT dropped a grenade i n t o  t h e  h o l e  i n  
case someone was h id ing  there ."  
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Do you remember t h a t ?  

A. I d i d n ' t  even c a r r y  no grenades.  

Q Well, t h i s  i s  SIMPSON'S s ta tement .  What I'm 
r e a l l y  t r y i n g  t o  do,  M r .  WRIGHT,  i s  t r y  t o  stir  your memory 
a l i t t l e  b i t .  

A. I know. I didn 't c a r r y  no grenades.  

Q Well, would you t r y  t o  descr ibe  what happened
t h e r e  when you f i r s t  s t a r t e d  i n  through the v i l l a g e ,  you 
know, much a s  SIMPSON. He remembers t h i n g s .  He t o l d  us 
what went on. You must have some r e c o l l e c t i o n  of what^ 
you and your gun team d i d ,  t h e  r e s t  of t h e  squad, p la toon.  

A. Well, I guess we k i l l e d  a few. I guess we  thought 
we  had t o .  But t h e r e  weren ' t  a11 t h a t  many k i l l e d  by machine-
gun. 

c2. W e l l ,  t h e  evidence w e  rece ived  thus  f a r ,  M r .  WRIGHT, 
i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  t h e  2d Platoon moved i n t o  t h e  l e f t  s i d e  o r  the  
nor th  p a r t  o f  t h e  v i l l a g e ,  moving west t o  e a s t ,  and methodi-
c a l l y  k i l l e d  every Vietnamese person they  came ac ross .  

A. No, t h a t ' s  n o t  t r u e .  

Q it's been r e l a t e d  t o  us t h a t  these were the o r d e r s ,  
and t h a t ' s  what the  p la toon d id .  

A. Well, we had o rde r s  t o  des t roy  everyth ing .  But t h e  
people,  we d i d n ' t  know what t o  do with them. B u t  t h e r e  wasn ' t  
everybody k i l l e d ,  n o t  from my p la toon ,  because I pe r sona l ly  
saw a l o t  t h a t  was l e f t  a lone ,  wasn' t bothered.  

Q I wish you'd desc r ibe  what you saw and what t h e  
p la toon d id?  

A. What do you want? I ' v e  done t o l d  you. 

Q My problem, M r .  WRIGHT, i s  your s ta tements  have 
just been very genera l .  You donit r e l a t e  it t o  any p lace  o r  
t i m e .  You d o n ' t  g ive  numbers. You d o n ' t  t e l l  us what k ind  
of people.  You d o n ' t  t e l l  who d id  what. 
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A. I ' m  n o t  going t o  t e l l  who s h o t  who because I 
d o n ' t  remember. I f  I d id ,  I wouldn ' t  t e l l  t h e  names because 
i f  people d o n ' t  s t i c k  toge the r  i n  a war l i k e  t h i s ,  man, 
t h e y ' r e  no good, t e l l i n g  on each o t h e r ,  no good i n  m y  
book. 

Q W e l l ,  r e a l l y  I ' m  no t  very concerned wi th  who 
s h o t  who. We a r e  very i n t e r e s t e d  wi th  t h e  e v e n t s ,  t h e  
th ings  t h a t  happened. Now could you t e l l  us what happened 
wi thout  naming people? 

A. Well, a s  we  moved through t h e  v i l l a g e ,  they  was 
people k i l l e d - - I  c a n ' t  deny t h a t  because they  was--and 
hootches b u r n t ,  animals k i l l e d .  

Q Was i t  your understanding t h a t  these  were t h e  
o r d e r s ,  t h i s  is what you were supposed t o  do? 

A. Yes. F i n a l l y ,  we f e l t  t h a t  's what we  had t o  do 
because we d i d n ' t  know what e l s e  t o  do w i t h  them. Well, 
they e i t h e r  had t o  be VC o r  h e l p  them, because t h e  VC,  they 
come i n  t h e r e  a l o t .  I gathered t h e r e  was a headquar ters  
f o r  them, s o r t  of a supply p o i n t ,  I guess.  And'there was 
a l o t  o f  food i n  t h e  v i l l a g e ,  l o t  of p i g s ,  chickens,  and 
s t u f f .  

B COWS ? 

A. Y e s .  

& Did you f i n d  much r i c e ?  

A. w e l l ,  I d o n ' t  remember i f  t h e r e  was ve ry  much 
r i c e  o r  not .  

Q How about any growing c rops ,  amount t o  anything? 

A. I d o n ' t  remember. Of course ,  they had r i c e .  Every-
body knows t h a t  over  t h e r e .  

Q You d i d n ' t  run i n t o  any b i g  q u a n t i t i e s ?  

A. No. 

17 
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Q The Vietnamese people you saw there  t h a t  morning
i n  My Lai ( 4 ) ,  what was the  porportion of women and children? 

A. I r e a l l y  don ' t  know. I d idn ' t  see  a l l  t h a t  many 
k i l l e d .  I couldn't  say. 

Q - Did you see  any draft-age males? 

A. There might have been a few. I wouldn't say, 

Q - Can you account f o r  any res is tance a t  a l l  as 
you moved i n t o  the vi l lage? Did you take any f i r e  at  a l l ?  

A. Repeat t h a t  again. 

Q Did the squad o r  platoon receive any h o s t i l e  f i r e  
a t  a l l ?  

A. No, they d idn ' t .  

Q Suffer any casual t ies?  Anybody g e t  hur t?  

A. Yes. There was one colored guy got shot  i n  the 
foot.  He shot h i s  ormself. 

Q That was CARTER over i n  the 1st Platoon? 

A. Yes. 

NoSc&y i n  ycur ~ l a t z o ng s t  .h*srt? 

A. Not tha t  I remember. 

Q Well, during the time, now, t h a t  you were i n  My
Lai ( 4 )  moving from west t o  e a s t ,  how many dead people did 
you see ,  whether you saw them k i l l e d  o r  jus t  saw them lying 
dead? 

A. Well, I d i d n ' t  see a l l  t ha t  many. I d idn ' t  s top  
and count them, 

Q Well, we're jus t  t rying t o  g e t  an idea.  

A. Yes. Well, I wouldn't say because--
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Q .  ( rn terpos ing)  Would it be 50 or 25? 

Q Do you remember how f a r  t h e  p la toon  went through
My L a i  ( 4 )  before  it s t a r t e d  o u t  i n  t h e  r i c e  f i e l d  t o  pick 
up the  web equipment? 

A. Well, I thought w e  done t h a t  be fo re  w e  went i n t o  
t h e  v i l l a g e .  

- a e  It was a f t e r .  Af te r  you had g o t t e n  s o  f a r  a long,  
a  c a l l  came i n  by r a d i o  t h a t  a gunship k i l l e d  two VC o u t  i n  
t h e  r i c e  paddies ,  j u s t  about 400--

A. ( In te rpos ing)  Right i n  h e r e  somewheres, I b e l i e v e  
( i n d i c a t i n g )  . 
Q No, they were ou t  f a r t h e r  than  t h a t ,  about 400 
meters ou t  the re .  

A. Out from the v i l l a g e ?  

& Yes. The p la toon g o t  o r d e r s  t o  go o u t  and p ick  
up t h e  weapons. Lieutenant  BROOKS--BUNNING was on t h e  p o i n t .  
Lieutenant  BROOKS was r i g h t  behind him. Do you remember 
about where you were i n  My Lai  ( 4 )  there when 17ou headed 
o u t  i n t o  t h e  r i c e  paddy. 

A .  No, I d o n ' t .  

Q You do remember going o u t  f o r  t h e  weapons though.
Could you j u s t  desc r ibe  what happened? 

A. Well, I thought we g o t  them b e f o r e  we went i n t o  
the  v i l l a g e .  I d o n ' t  know now. I guess  w e  s o r t  of se t  up 
s e c u r i t y  wi th  t h e  machinegun. 

Q Weal, do you remember see ing  t h e  weapons? 

A. Y e s .  It w a s  an M - 1  ca rb ine ,  I b e l i e v e  i t  was. 

Would you t e l l  us what t h e  p la toon  d id  next?  

19 
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A. W e l l ,  I guess t he  ones ou t  here  moved back t o  
the main platoon,  I guess. 

Q W e l l ,  l e t  me r e f r e sh  your memory now. Northwest 
where you w e r e  ou t  i n  here  t h e r e ' s  another l i t t l e  hamlet, 
the subhamlet of Binh Tay. Your platoon go t  orders  t o  
move i n  here  and work $his hamlet over,  and t h a t ' s  w h a t  
happened next. 

A. You mean w e  went over here  and k i l l e d  some more 
people? 

Q .  That 's r i g h t .  

A. No. 

Q What do you re ,ca l l  about t h a t ?  

A. Well, a f t e r  t h i s  here ,  t h e r e  wasn't any more of 
t h a t ,  t o  the  b e s t  of m y  knowledge. I may be wrong. Who 
gave you t h a t  statement? 

Q. Oh, ha l f  a dozen men. 

A. Well, I don ' t  remember t h a t .  This r i g h t  here  was 
the  only one I r e c a l l .  We moved over here  i n  t h i s  o the r  
v i l l a g e  and destroyed a l l  those people t h e r e  too? 

Q - Well, the  platoon moved i n t o  Binh Tay, and they
operated j u s t  as they had i n  My Lai ( 4 )  , according t o  our 
evidence. 

A. Af ter  w e  go t  through t h i s  v i l l a g e  r i g h t  here ,  
Captain MEDINA t o l d  us  t o  cease f i r e .  

Q. Who? 

A. Captain MEDINA. H e  t o l d  us t o  cease f i r e .  

Q Let m e  t e l l  you what t h e  evidence is  from o the r  
witnesses.  After  the  pickup of two VC weapons, t h e  platoon 
moved i n t o  Sinh Tay, and they s t a r t e d  through it j u s t  as they
had through t h e i r  s e c t o r  of My Lai ( 4 ) ,  f i n i sh ing  off people 
as  they found them. They rounded up a group which could be 
anywhere from 15 t o  20  people. 
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A. Is t h a t  where CALLEY was supposed t o  k i l l  a l l  
those people? 

8 CALLEY wasn ' t  anywhere nea r  he re .  BROOKS was 
here .  BROOKS, BUCHANON, a number of o t h e r  people ,  ROSCHEVITZ. 
They had t h i s  group of 15 t o  2 0 .  There was some arguing about 
what t o  do wi th  them. ROSCHEVITZ g o t  o f f  a ways. He wanted 
t o  use h i s  grenade launcher .  He f i r e d  t h r e e  o r  f o u r  rounds 
i n  among t h i s  group, k i l l e d  some of them, wounded o t h e r s .  
They were f i n i s h e d  o f f  wi th  M-16's. Do you remember t h a t  
i n c i d e n t ?  

A. N o ,  I don ' t .  

Q I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  t h a t  anybody s a i d  you had any-
t h i n g  t o  do wi th  it. We're t r y i n g  t o  check on it, j u s t  
what happened? 

A .  I know what y o u ' r e  t r y i n g  t o  do,  b u t  I d o n ' t  
remember us going i n t o  t h i s  o t h e r  v i l l a g e .  I'm p r e t t y  s u r e  
t h a t  Captain MEDINA t o l d  us  when we g o t  t o  t h i s  v i l l a g e  
h e r e ,  t o  s t o p  and cease f i r e .  

COL MILLER: When you went up t o  t h i s  l i t t l e  v i l l a g e  t o  
the  nor th  of My Lai , t he  v i l l a g e  of Binh Tay , you were 
s t i l l  on your movement through t h e  main v i l l a g e  o f  My Lai .  
T h i s  is a L i t t l e  s i d a  6-*LL1p, t~ 5s -GF arid CGXS k c k .  It 
wasn ' t  u n t i l  some t i m e  a f t e r  t h a t  you had a c t u a l l y  c l e a r e d  
My Lai .  

A. You mean t h i s  was the ' f i r s t  w e  h i t ?  

8 A f t e r  you h i t  t h e  LZ,  you came up t o  Binh Tay 
and then  the  p la toon went on back t o  t h e  v i l l a g e ,  along the 
nor th  edge of the  v i l l a g e  of My L a i  . I n  o t h e r  words, when 
you were i n  Binh Tay, you were n o t  y e t  through t h e  v i l l a g e  
of My Lai .  You came back t o  it. So i t ' s  j u s t  a l i t t l e  
s i d e  t r i p .  

A. I d i d n ' t  know we  was i n  t h e  o t h e r  v i l l a g e .  
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MR WEST: Tha t ' s  r i g h t .  You moved through a c e r t a i n  p a r t  
of My Lai ,  went up, picked up t h e  weapons, came up he re ,  
and then went down again,  probably went back t h a t  way 
( ind ica t ing)  . 
A. Well, I d i d n ' t  know we was i n  t h e  o t h e r  v i l l a g e .  

Q L e t  me t e l l  you about t h e  cease f i r e  o rders .  
Severa l  wi tnesses  say  t h e  cease f i r e  order  came whi le  the 
2d Platoon. was i n  Binh Tay . Lieutenant BROOKS g o t  t h e  order .  
From t h a t  p o i n t  on no Vietnamese w e r e  k i l l e d  any more. That 
was the  order :  s t o p  the k i l l i n g .  You went on through 
rounded up 5 0 ,  60 Vietnamese, turned o f f  down t h i s  d i r e c e t l o n  
( i nd i ca t i ng )  toward Highway 1, back down t o  M y  La i  ( 4 )  . So 
I take it you d o n ' t  r e c a l l  anything what happened a t  Binh Tay? 

A. I d i d n ' t  know w e  was i n  it. I swear I d idn ' t .  I 
thought it a l l  happened i n  M y  Lai  ( 4 )  . 
Q Okay. Can you r e c a l l  anything s i g n i f i c a n t  t h a t  
happened i n  My Lai ( 4 )  now t h a t  you haven ' t  t o l d  us about? 

NO, I c a n ' t .  

COL MILLER: Did you spend any of your time i n  the  morning 
with Captain MEDINA and t h e  command group r a t h e r  than wi th  
your platoon? 

A. Did I do what? 

Q Spend time w i t k c a p t a i n  MEDINA and h i s  cornmand 
group, h i s  RTO. Some of t h e  mortar  platoon was i n  t h e r e  
and a photographer. There was a group of people wi th  
Captain MEDINA. Were you back wi th  t h a t  group r a t h e r  
than with your platoon? 

A. No. 

Q. You s a i d  a l i t t l e  e a r l i e r  t h a t  you had people
t h a t  morning ar,d you d i d p ' t  knew what t o  do with them. I 
take  it t h a t  t he  p la toon o r  some members of t he  p la toon 
had rounded up some people,  and t hey ' r e  s tanding t h e r e ,  and 
they say--
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A. ( In terpos ing)  We saw people and d i d n ' t  know what 
t o  do with them. 

Q You saw people? What d i d  they  do w i t h  them then? 

A. They k i l l e d  them. 

Q Were these  VC, o r  women, o r  c h i l d r e n ,  o r  what? 

A .  W e  f igured  they was VC. They d i d n ' t  have no 
weapons, s o  I guess we f igured  they was--what d id  you c a l l  
them? VC sympathizers,  s u s p e c t s ,  something l i k e  t h a t .  

8 - Was t h i s  what you understood your o rde r s  were: 
k i l l  anything t h a t  was i n  t h e r e ?  

A. Y e s ,  it was. 

Q Do you remember t h e  p la toon cap tu r ing  any people 
t h a t  morning? 

A .  No, I d o n ' t .  

& . Because our tes t imony i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  they  d id  
g e t  q u i t e  a few, and they s e n t  them on t h e i r  way a f t e r  a 
whi l e  . 
A .  I don 't know. 

Q . I t h i n k  you s a i d  you had these  people and you d i d n ' t  
know what t o  do w i t h  them, t h a t  you saw them. Who decided 
f i n a l l y  what you should do? Who gave t h e  order  t h a t  you 
should shoo t  i n s t e a d  of n o t  shoot?  

A. We had t h e  o rde r s  be fo re  we l e f t .  When we moved 
i n  t h e  v i l l a g e ,  i f  t h e r e  was anything t h e r e ,  des t roy  it. So 
when we found them, t h a t ' s  what w e  d i d  with them. 

Q m  What did you mean by saying  you d i d n ' t  know what 
t o  do with them i f  you had an o rde r  a l r eady?  I'm j u s t  t r y i n g  
t o  g e t  a t  wha t ' s  going through your mind and t h e  minds of t h e  
men. 

A. Well, we was i n  b a t t l e ,  s o  I guess we had t o  des-
t r o y  t h e m .  W e  f e l t  w e  was supposed t o  des t roy  them, you know. 
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Q - For example--and I ' m  not  t r y i n g  t o  pu t  any words 
i n  your mouth--you s e e  some people running o u t  t he r e ,  
and you don ' t  know i f  they have guns o r  not .  Somebody 
says,  "Should we shoot?" Did someone say,  "No, no, we 
shouldn ' t"?  O r  d i d  somebody say,  " ~ e t ' sk i l l  them"?  I 
mean was t h e r e  any ques t ion  i n  t he  minds of any men i n  t h e  
platoon? Did t h i s  come up a s  a ques t ion  and somebody 
make the  decis ion?  

A. No. 

Q - Did they j u s t  shoot? 

A. They j u s t  shot , .  I guess. No, w e  j u s t  d i d n ' t  
up and shoot  anybody. The ones t h a t  was running, we  always 
before--I mean a f t e r  t h i s ,  i f  we saw anybody running w e  
always t r i e d  t o  g e t  them t o  s top .  I f  they d i d n ' t  s top ,  we 
sho t  a couple times over t h e i r  heads.. I f  they d i d n ' t  s t o p  
then--

Q - ( In te rpos ing)  You mean i n  o t h e r  opera t ions  
o r  on t h i s  day? 

A. On o the r  opera t ions .  We j u s t  d i d n ' t  k i l l  l i k e  
we  was supposed t o  do here .  W e  j u s t  d i d n ' t  k i l l  everybody. 
Those t h a t  run,  we'd t r y  t o  g e t  them t o  s top .  I f  they d i d n ' t  
s top ,  we sho t  them. 

MR WEST: I t ake  it t h i s  opera t ion  wasn ' t  l i k e  any of t h e  
o the r s?  

A.  No. 

Q . M r .  WRIGHT, do you remember what the  platoon d id  
now? Af te r  you came a l l  the  way through t o  t he  e a s t  end of 
My Lai ( 4 ) ,  what happened? 

.A. No, I don ' t .  I guess it was the  end of our m i s -
s ion.  

Q . !dell, did you, acy~lrhzrsi n  the  v i c i n i t y  of t h e  
e a s t  end of My Lai ( 4 1 ,  see  a d i t c h  with a l o t  of bodies i n  
it? 

A. No, I d i d n ' t .  
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Q Did you hea r  about i t ?  

A. I c a n ' t  r e c a l l  i f  I d i d .  I d o n ' t  remember. 

Q Some of t h e  men i n  your squad d i d  go over  and 
t ake  a look a t  it. It was a p l a c e  where t h e  1st Platoon 
had been. 

A .  I d o n ' t  remember. 

Q Some of the  men of 2d Platoon went over  and took 
a look. SIMPSON was among them. You d o n ' t  remember see ing  
anything l i k e  t h a t ?  

A. No. 

Q Did you h e a r  about i t ?  

A. W e l l ,  a f t e r  it was a l l  o v e r ,  I guess I heard about 
it. Not r i g h t  a t  t h e  t i m e  I d i d n ' t .  

Q Did you s e e  any v i s i t i n g  o f f i c e r s  t h a t  morning?
Anybody from Task Force Barker,  o r  b r igade ,  o r  d i v i s i o n  
come i n  by h e l i c o p t e r ?  

A. You mean a f t e r  t h e  opera t ion?  

Q. During t h e  opera t ion .  

A .  I dont t recall i f  t h e r e  was. They may come t o  
Captain MEDINA, b u t  I d i d n ' t  s e e  them. 

Q When t h e  o rde r  came down from Captain MEDINA, what 
d id  you hear? How was t h e  o rde r  expressed? 

A. You mean be fo re  we  moved o u t  on t h a t  opera t ion?  

Q No, you mentioned i t  y o u r s e l f .  I advised you t h a t  
our  evidence was t h a t  an o rde r  had come down from MEDINA while  
the p la toon  was i n  Binh Tay. What d i d  you h e a r ?  What was 
the  o rde r?  
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A. W e l l ,  s t o p ,  cease ,  s t o p  shoot ing ,  s t o p  k i l l i n g  
t h e  people.  

Q This is the way you remember i t ?  

, A .  Y e s .  I 

Q Were you around Lieutenant  BROOKS much t h a t  morn-
ing?  

A. No. 

& Could you t e l l  us  what you saw of Lieutenant  BROOKS? 
Was he d i r e c t i n g  t h e  p la toon on i t s  opera t ions?  

A. Yes, he was d i r e c t i n g  b u t  I guess he had a r a d i o  
man, you know. And I guess t h e  p la toon  s e r g e a n t  and t h e  medic 
s o r t  of s tuck  wi th  them p r e t t y  much, something l i k e  t h a t .  
MORRISON, I guess,  t h e  p la toon  s e r g e a n t ,  was supposed t o  s t a y  
behind. 

Q Did you s e e  much of  Sergeant  BUCHANON? 

A .  No. 

Q M r .  WRIGHT, do you remember t h e  company moving 
o u t ,  moving on e a s t ,  a l i t t l e  n o r t h ,  and jo in ing  up with 
B / 4 / 3  l a t e  i n  t h e  af ternoon? 

A. That same day? 

Q Yes. You laagered  f o r  t h e  n i g h t  a t  a graveyard. 

A. I don' t ,  remember i f  w e  d i d  o r  no t .  

This  i s  what t h e  evidence is. 

A. W e  h e l d  up i n  a graveyard? 

Q Y e s ,  spefit t h e  n i g h t  i n  o r  near  a graveyard. 

A. W e i l ,  one n i g h t  we s p e n t  t h e  n i g h t  i n  a graveyard,  
and we go t  h i t .  Tha t ' s  a l l  I remember. 
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Q Did you s e e  any National  P o l i c e ?  

A. Y e s ,  I remember t h a t .  

Q What were thev doing? 

A. They was ques t ioning  the v i l l a g e r s  t h a t  we 
took. They quest ioned them, I guess ,  about what happened 
t o  the enemy, i f  t h e r e  was any weapons around. 

Q Now, t h e r e  were some o f f i c e r s  t h e r e  wi th  them, 
Army o f f i c e r s .  Did you s e e  them, know who they were? 

A .- No. 

Q Did you know t h e  S2  of t h e  t a s k  f o r c e ,  Captain 
KOTOUC? 

A. Did I know him? 

Q Yes. 

A.  N o ,  I d i d n ' t .  

Q Did you s e e  any American o f f i c e r s  t h e r e  dur ing  
the i n t e r r o g a t i o n  p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  i t ?  

A. No. 

Q Did you s e e  anybody c u t  o f f  some f i n g e r s  from 
one of t h e  s u s p e c t s ?  

A. No, I d i d n ' t .  

Q Did you s e e  t h e  Nat ional  P o l i c e  shoo t  any of t h e s e  
suspec t s?  

A. No, b u t  I heard they  s h o t  one. I d i d n ' t  s e e  it 
though. 

Q We have evidence t h a t  during t h e  i n t e r r o g a t i o n  one 
of them had from one t o  t h r e e  f i n g e r s  c u t  o f f  h i s  hand, try-
i n g  t o  make him t a l k .  
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A. You mean t h e  Vietanmese i n t e r r o g a t i o n  done t h a t ?  
I didn '  t know t h a t .  

Q The evidence i s  t h a t  one of t h e  o f f i c e r s  d i d  it. 

A. Mac HUTSON, was he , u p  here?  

, a. HUTSON, h e ' s  been he re .  So has  HUTTO. 

A. HUTTO been up h e r e ,  too?  

Q Y e s .  

A. What d i d  HUTSON have t o  say  about i t ?  

Q W e l l ,  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l .  

A. That o t h e r  guy t h a t  t a l k e d  t o  me t a l k e d  t o  him, 
too .  

Q The C I D  agent?  

A.  What d id  you say  h i s  l a s t  name was? 

Q GRAHAM. Our evidence i s  t h a t  Char l i e  Company w a s  
l i f t e d  ou t  on t h e  af te rnoon of t h e  1 8 t h ,  about 2 days l a t e r .  
Do you remember be ing  taken back t o  Landing Zone D o t t i e  by 
h e l i c o p t e r  ? 

A. I b e l i e v e  t h a t ' s  r i g h t .  

Q Do you remember be ing-met by an o f f i c e r  who asked 
you ques t ions  r i g h t  a f t e r  you g o t  back? 

A. No, I d o n ' t .  I wasn ' t  t h e r e .  

Q Did you know Colonel HENDERSON, t h e  b r igade  .corn-
mander? 

A. No, I d i d n ' t .  

Q H e  t o l d  u s ,  and a number of o t h e r  people have con-
firmed it, t h a t  he met s e v e r a l  loads  of men coming back. H e  
asked them some ques t ions  about what had gone on i n  My Lai  ( 4 )  
t h e  morning of t h e  16th .  You don' t remember anything l i k e  t h a t ?  
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A.  No, I wasn ' t  around. 

Q Do you remember Captain MEDINA c a l l i n g  t h e  com-
pany toge the r  and saying  t h a t  t h e r e  was an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  
going on o f  what had happened a t  My Lai  ( 4 )  on the morning 
of 1 6  March? 

A .  . You mean he  g o t  us a l l  t o g e t h e r  and t o l d  us n o t  
to--you say  he g o t  us  a l l  t o g e t h e r  and t o l d  us  t h e r e  was an 
i n v e s t i g a t i o n  going on? 

Q Yes. 

A .  No, I d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  he d id .  That o t h e r  guy t o l d  
me t h a t  t h e r e  was, b u t  I d o n ' t  remember i t .  

Q We 've  had Captain MEDINA i n ,  and he s a i d  he d i d  
g e t  t h e  company t o g e t h e r .  

A. He d i d  g e t  t h e  company toge the r?  

Q Y e s .  

A. I f  he  s a i d  i t ,  I ' d  say  he  d i d  then.  

(1 'He advised you n o t  t o  t a l k  about i t ,  n o t  t o  
gessip %:,t~,, o + ~,,,,r- people 'r'~k:ilean i n v e s t i q e t i o n  was gcing 
on. W e  've  had d i f f e r e n t  ve r s ions  of what he s a i d .  I was 
going t o  ask you. 

A. I don t remember i t  . 
Q H a s  anybody e v e r  t a l k e d  t o  you about what had 
happened t h a t  day a t  My Lai  ( 4 ) ?  Did an i n v e s t i g a t i n g  
o f f i c e r  come around? 

A. No, t h e r e  was n o t .  

Q Did you e v e r  h e a r  of  anybody e l s e  i n  the company 
be ing  ques t ioned about it? 

A.  No, n o t  t h a t  I remember. 
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Q No one e v e r  t o l d  you t o  keep q u i e t  about what 
had happened a t  My Lai  ( 4 )  ? 

A .  No. 

Q Do you know of  anything t h a t  made you t h i n k  t h e r e  
had been a coverup? 

A. I d i d n ' t  t h ink  t h e r e  was nothing.  I f igurkd  t h a t  
we  done what had t o  be done, I guess.  I f e l t  l i k e  we  was t o l d  
t o d o  it. We d o n e i t .  

Q How d id  t h e  men i n  t h e  company f e e l  about it , 

afterwards ? 

A. What? 

Q How d i d  t h e  men i n  Char l i e  Company f e e l  about this 
opera t ion  a f t e r  a l l  t h e s e  people w e r e  k i l l e d ?  

A. Well, I guess some of t h e m  f e l t  bad because I guess 
they f e l t  they d i d  wrong a f t e r  they done i t .  A t  t h e  t i m e ,  I 
guess they f e l t  l i k e  I d id :  t h a t  was t h e  job and they  had t o  
do it. 

Q I ' m  s u r e  you know t h a t  very l i t t l e  was known 
about t h i s  i n c i d e n t  u n t i l  t h e  l a s t  few weeks, couple months, 
~The_n_i t  h i t  the  papers ,  end xa-dio, and TV. 

A. Well, I f i g u r e d  t h e r e  would j u s t  be nothing s a i d  
about it. 

Q Well, d i d  you e v e r  t h i n k  about why it wasn ' t  
repor ted  i n  t h e  usual  way and a l l ,  up through channels ,  s o  
word spread around about i t .  

A. I never  d i d  wonder, I guess.  I f i g u r e d  it was 
repor ted ,  b u t  I d i d n ' t  s e e  nothing about it. I t  wasn' t my 
bus iness  anyhow. 

iZ But you w e r e n ' t  aware of any efforts t o  cover i t  
up? 
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No.A. 

Q We've had cons iderable  evidence t h a t  q u i t e  a 
number o f  men i n  t h e  2d Platoon had a p r a c t i c e  of going 
i n t o  a Vietnamese village and grabbing women and having 
i n t e r c o u r s e  wi th  them, eqen i f  it meant they  had t o  rape  
them. We've had q u i t e  a few people named as  being involved 
i n  t h i s  p r a c t i c e .  We're p r imar i ly  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  no t  what 
an i n d i v i d u a l  d i d ,  b u t  whether this was a p r a c t i c e .  Could 
you t e l l  us about t h i s ?  

A. Well, I d i d n ' t  rape  no one. I t ' s  i n  there--says 
t h a t  I have. 

Q 1 understand. I ' m  no t  asking you about t h a t .  
I ' m  t r y i n g  t o  g e t  a t  whether t h i s  was a t h i n g  t h a t  was 
c a r r i e d  on i n  t h e  p la toon,  d i f f e r e n t  t imes ,  d i f f e r e n t  opera t ions?  

A. W e l l ,  i f  i t  was going on, I d i d n ' t  s e e  it. Not 
i n  my squad anyhow t h e r e  wasn ' t .  

Q What about t h e  o t h e r  squads? 

A. W e  r e a l l y  d i d n ' t  s e e  them because w e  had a 
s p e c i f i c  job t o  do, our  squad. W e  d i d n ' t  run around t h e  
o t h e r  squads.  

Q You never  heard of any men of t h e  p la toon  having 
any woman on opera t ions?  

A. I ' v e  heard  of it, b u t  I didn ' t - -never  d i d  say 
they raped them though. 

COL MILLER: You w e r e  an a s s i s t a n t  machinegunner? 

A. Right.  

Q Did you c a r r y  a r i f l e ?  

A. No, c a r r i e d  a . 45 .  

Q Who c a r r i e d  t h e  machinegun? 
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A. HUTTO. I helped him c a r r y  it. 

Q You t r a d e d  o f f ?  

A. Yes. 

Q Were you w i t h  HUTSON and HUTTO most of t h e  day 
a s  a team o r  d i d  you s e p a r a t e  from t i m e  t o  t ime? 

A. Well ,  I was w i t h  HUTSON b u t  I d o n ' t  remember 
whether I was wi th  HUTTO a l l  t h e  t ime o r  no t .  H e  was t h e  
ammo b e a r e r ,  and he had a r i f l e .  He could have been w i t h  
another  squad o r  something. 

Q Would you normally,  as a team, s t a y  very c l o s e  
together?  

A. Normally, yes .  

Q I d o n ' t  mean s i d e  by s i d e ,  b u t  w i t h i n  25  o r  50 
yards  s o  you can come,. back. 

A.  I f  we was on a normal o p e r a t i o n ,  we'd s t a y  p r e t t y  
c l o s e  because he was supposed t o  c a r r y  most o f  t h e  ammo. 

Q As you went t o  t h e  v i l l a g e ,  do you r e c a l l  i f  you 
were going s i n g l e  f i l e  down t r a i l s  o r  i f  you were going i n  
a spread formation? 

A. We was supposed t o  be on l i n e  sweeping through 
o u r  p o r t i o n  of t h e  v i l l a g e .  

Q Could you do t h a t  i n  t h i s  v i l l a g e ?  

A. No, you c a n ' t  do t h a t  i n  no v i l l a g e .  

Q What do you do, go s i n g l e  f i l e  then  f o r  t h e  most 
p a r t ?  

A .  Well, I guess t h a t  's about t h e  b e s t  way, s o r t  
of watch where t h e  r e s t  of t h e  people are, n o t  t r y  t o  shoot  
our own people I guess. 
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Q We're aware, f o r  example, t h a t  there w e r e  l i t t l e  
d i t c h e s ,  trees, w a l l s ,  houses,  s o  t h a t  you c o u l d n ' t  j u s t  go 
through t h e  v i l l a g e  spread o u t  l i k e  you would through an 
open f i e l d .  This we do know. Also t h a t  t h i n g s  could be 
going on a t  50 yards o r  l e s s  away from you and you'd never 
sven know it because t h e r e  a r e  t h i n g s  between you and what 
was going on. We've had o t h e r  wi tnesses  who were i n  approxi-
mately the  same p l a c e  who have t o l d  us  what they  saw, some 
of them i n  somewhat more d e t a i l .  I t  may be t h a t  your memory 
i s n ' t  s e r v i n g  you as  w e l l  a s  theirs i s  them. I d o n ' t  
know. We're t r y i n g  t o  p i e c e  toge the r  e x a c t l y  what happened 
as b e s t  w e  can. Whether you name names o r  n o t  i s  n o t  t o o  
important .  You d i d  say t h e r e  was some k i l l i n g  going on. D i d  
you s e e  any people k i l l e d ?  

A. Yes, I saw people k i l l e d ,  b u t  no groups o r  
nothing.  

Q No groups a t  a l l ?  

A. No. 

Q Did you s e e  running people k i l l e d  i n  groups of 
t h r e e ,  o r  f o u r ,  t h a t  i s  groups running away t o g e t h e r ?  

A .  W e l l ,  I ' d  say two o r  t h r e e ,  something l i k e  t h a t .  

A. No. 

& Did you see anybody shoot  i n t o  a group of people 
wi th  a grenade launcher? 

'A. No. 

Q 
body? 

Did you s e e  e i t h e r  HUTSON o r  HUTTO shoo t  any-

A. Well, now, i f  I was wi th  HUTSON I guess  I 'd  have 
seen  him. 

& One o r  both  of them t o l d  us  they  did shoo t  people.  
I ' m  j u s t  wondering what you saw. 

APP T-180 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

A. W e l l ,  I d i d n ' t  s e e  HUTTO shoo t  nobody because I 
d o n ' t  remember i f  he was w i t h  us. He was o u r  ammo b e a r e r .  
H e  s t i l l  could have been wi th  another  squad, o f f  wi th  them o r  
something. 

Q W e  ' re  aware t h a t  i f  you go i n t o  a combat opera t ion ,  
you go i n  wi th  t h e  i d e a  t h a t  if you s e e  some enemy t h e r e  you 're  
going t o  shoo t  them. It  would seem awfully s t r a n g e  t o  go on 
an opera t ion  and t h e  o rde r s  a r e  d o n ' t  e v e r  shoot  anybody. 
What we're  concerned wi th  i s  what were you shoo t ing  a t  and 
f o r  what reason.  For example, you had t h e  f e e l i n g  t h a t  t h e r e  
were going t o  be VC and VC sympathizers and t h a t ' s  i t .  Yet 
t h a t  morning t h e r e  were many women, c h i l d r e n ,  l i t t l e  ch i ld ren .  
Some of them were k i l l e d .  Now d i d  you r e c e i v e  any o r d e r  a f t e r  
you had landed t h a t  had t o  do wi th  t h e  k i l l i n g  of c i v i l i a n s ?  

A. You mean d i d  they  g i v e  us another  o r d e r  a f t e r  w e  
1anded? 

Q. Afte r  you landed,  t h a t  you would k i l l  whatever you 
saw i n  the  v i l l a g e ?  

A. No. That was p r e t t y  w e l l  made c l e a r  t o  us be fo re  
we l e f t .  

Q That you would? 

A .- - - That w e  d e s t r c y  :&?hatwas i n  t h e  village. Y!e 
d i d n ' t  t h i n k  t h e r e  was supposed t o  be any people i n  t h e  

, v i l l a g e  unless  i t  would be  an enemy o r  somebody. 

& Did you think t h a t  t h a t  o rde r  extended t o  t h e  
k i l l i n g  of ch i ld ren?  I d o n ' t  mean you p e r s o n a l l y ,  b u t  the 
platoon? 

A. No, t h a t  o r d e r  d i d n ' t  go f o r  k i l l i n g  ch i ld ren .  1'11 
have t o  say t h a t .  

Q- D i d  you s e e  any c h i l d r e n  who were k i l l e d ?  

A. I saw them a f t e r  they  was k i l l e d .  But I c o u l d n ' t  
s ay  who done it because I d idn '  t s e e  anybody. 
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Q. Here ' s  a s ta tement  made by another  s o l d i e r  i n  your 
p la toon  who says  : "As  we g o t  on t h e  o u t s k i r t s  05 t h e  v i l l a g e ,  
an o rde r  came down from t h e  company t o  des t roy  a l l  t h e  food, 
k i l l  a l l  t h e  animals ,  and k i l l  a l l  t h e  people."  Do you re-
member--

A. ( In te rpos ing)  You mean a f t e r  w e  landed t h a t  
order came down? 

Q- A s  you g o t  t o  t h e  o u t s k i r t s  of  t h e  v i l l a g e .  

A. I don' t remember i f  w e  d i d .  

Q You d o n ' t  remember t h a t ?  

A. No. 

Q Did you a t  any t ime r e c e i v e  o rde r s  t o  s t o p  f i r i n g ,  
and i f  s o ,  when and from whom? 

A. Like you asked me a whi le  ago, Captain MEDINA, af-
t e r  we got  o f f .  P r a c t i c a l l y  a l l  t h e  way through t h e  v i l l a g e ,  
he t o l d  us t o  s t o p  f i r i n g .  

Q - How do you know it w a s  Captain MEDINA? 

A. I s a w  him. 

Q You saw him do i t ?  

A. I saw him t e l l  us because he  was--he moved through 
our p la toon again.  

Q Was t h i s  a f t e r  you were a l l  t h e  way through the 
v i l l a g e  and had taken a break o r  were you s t i l l  going 
through t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

A. I b e l i e v e  we was s t i l l - - w e  was moving o u t  of  the 
v i l l a g e ,  I ' m  p r e t t y  s u r e ,  moving o u t  o f  t h e  v i l l a g e .  

Q ' Did you h e a r  any o r d e r  be fo re  t h i s  t o  s t o p  t h e  
k i l l i n g ?  

A. No, I d i d n ' t .  
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Q. How about t h e  burning? 

A. No. 

Q- You d o n ' t  remember see ing  any people being k i l l e d  
up i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  t o  t h e  n o r t h  of My Lai?  

A. No, l i k e  I s a i d ,  I d idn '  t even know w e  was i n  t h a t  
v i l l a g e .  I thought t h i s  a l l  happened i n  My Lai .  

MR WEST: M r .  WRIGHT,  d i d  you happen t o  read i n  the  newspapers 
along i n  November r e p o r t s  t h a t  some of t h e  men i n  Char l i e  
Company had been smoking marijuana , were under the i n £luence 
of i t  during t h e  a s s a u l t  on Fly Lai  ( 4 ) ?  

A. Well, I d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  t h e r e  was. I c o u l d n ' t  say. 
I know my squad w a s n ' t ,  o r  t h e  squad I was a t t ached  t o .  A s  
f a r  a s  I know they  wasn ' t .  

8 .  Was t h e r e  a mari juana problem i n  t h e  company t h a t  
you know o f ?  

A. I b e l i e v e  t h e r e  was because I b e l i e v e  they had an 
i n v e s t i g a t o r  one time s o r t  of checking around. 

Q I wasn ' t concerned wi th  some men smoking mari juana,
bu t  whether t h e r e  was any p r a c t i c e  of men be ing  under t h e  in -
f luence  cf pct r;:hile L h y  w z r c  i n  c ~ z k s t ,gstting high an5 
going i n t o  b a t t l e ?  

A. Not t h a t  I know o f .  

Q .  D o  you know of such a th ing?  

A. I guess I ' d  be a f r a i d  t o .  

Q How about t h e  n i g h t  be fo re  t h e  a s s a u l t  on My Lai?  
Was anybody smoking po t  t h e  n i g h t  before?  

A. Not t h a t  I know o f .  

9 How about d r i n k i n g ?  

A. . There might have been some d r ink ing  I guess.  
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Q. Well ,'we 've had evidence t h a t  t h e r e  was. 

A. I f  t h e r e  was bee r  around w e  drunk it. 

Q.. Sergeant  BUCHANON s a i d  he g o t  some bee r .  

A. I f  t h e r e  was b e e r  around w e  drunk it. 

Q *  How about i f  t h e r e  was any l i q u o r  around? 

A. Not t h a t  I know o f .  

Q Whiskey? 

A. There wasn ' t  any whiskey around worth d r ink ing
unless  you s e n t  home f o r  some. 

COL MILLER: Do you remember a man by t h e  name of MACNICKI? 

A. M A C N I C K I .  He was our  what do you cal l  i t .  

Q ~ a v eyou e v e r  t a l k e d  t o  him about t h i s  i n c i d e n t ?  

A. No, I haven ' t .  . 

Q. id you e v e r  t e l l  him you k i l l e d  q u i t e  a few people
t h e r e ,  n o t  n e c e s s a r i l y  c i v i l i a n s ,  b u t  maybe VC. Did you e v e r  
t e l l  him t h a t  you'd done t h a t ?  

A. H e  was our  supply se rgean t .  

Q - You d o n ' t  remember M a t  you e v e r  s a i d  anything of 
t h a t  s o r t ?  

A. No. 

Q. Do you know t h a t  you a l l e g e d l y  raped a woman? 

A. That I raped a woman? 

9 Y e s .  

A. I say I d i d n ' t  do t h a t .  

Q . Do you know who s a i d  you d id?  
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A. No, I d o n ' t .  

Q - Were you t o l d  a t  your l a s t  i n t e r r o g a t i o n  you'were 
suspected of rape?  

A. Yes , I was. 

Q Is t h a t  t h e  f i r s t  you knew i t ?  

A. , Y e s .  

MR WEST: M r .  WRIGHT, can you t h i n k  of anything t h a t  comes 
t o  mind t h a t  might h e l p  us i n  our  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  t h a t  we h a v e n ' t  
asked ques t ions  about? 

A. None t h a t  I know o f .  I guess I 've j u s t  been t r y i n g  
t o  f o r g e t  a11 t h i s  junk, t r y i n g  t o  g e t  it from m y  mind. 

Q. T e l l  me t h i s ,  i f  t h e r e  had been a formal inves t iga -
t i o n  r i g h t  a f t e r  My Lai ( 4 1 ,  i f  men had come, say ,  from t h e  
d i v i s i o n ,  taken w r i t t e n  s ta tements  from everybody, do you 
t h i n k  t h i s  s t o r y  would have come o u t  a t  t h a t  t ime,  what 
happened t h e r e ?  

A. I don' t know. Some of  the  guys, I guess they  
enjoyed doing it. I guess a l l  t h e i r  buddies g e t t i n g  k i l l e d  
and everyth ing .  I guess t h a t  was j u s t  a way of t r y i n g  t o  
s e t  even w i t h  them, you know. I f  they had an i n v e s t i g a t o r  a t  
k\e timn,,tkkey coclzn 1 t hI L u Y b3 7 7 - Y V L .-nt -n i l l L V L ~ ~ L ~ ~ ~ L I-F-- -.I-: r\n I don' t klfe72. 
J u s t  l i k e  SIMPSON and them guys t h e r e ,  they 'd  g i v e  it any-
t ime,  I guess.  They d i d n ' t  seem t o  t ake  p a r t  i n  anything,  
always t r y i n g  t o  f i n d  a way t o  g e t  out .  

Q. So would you say  t h a t  some would t a l k  and some 
wouldn' t ?  

A. Probably. I d i d n ' t  f e e l  w e  had done anything wrong 
a t  t h e  time. I thought t h a t  was t h e i r  job and our u n i t  t r i e d  
t o  do our job t h e  b e s t  we can. 

Q I assume i f  t h e r e  had been a thorough i n v e s t i g a t i o n  
a t  t h e  t ime,  a t  l e a s t  t h e  people would have remembered b e t t e r  
what happened? 
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A. They probably would have remembered everyth ing .  
That r i g h t  t h e r e  I d o n ' t  s e e ,  you know. If you a r e  going 
t o  do anything,  you ought t o  have done it r i g h t  a f t e r  i t  was 
over  w i t h ,  t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  and everyth ing .  I f  they  g o t  what 
they was looking f o r ,  I d o n ' t  know. 

Q Well, of course,  one t h i n g  we ' r e  t r y i n g  t o  do is 
f i n d  ou t  how much of an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  was made. I ga the r  from 
what you s a i d ,  you w e r e n ' t  aware of anything? 

A .  Tha t ' s  t h e  t r u t h .  I heard t h e r e  was a small  inves-
t i g a t i o n  over  t h e r e ,  b u t  I d i d n ' t  h e a r  what it was about.  It 
was a ques t ion  of what went on and everything.  

Q Did you e v e r  h e a r  any more of it bes ides  then? 

A. No, a f t e r  I heard t h a t ,  i t  seemed l i k e  it d ied  down. 

Q Never heard anything e l s e ?  

A. No, they j u s t  t o l d  us what they wanted us t o  know 
and t h a t  was it. They t o l d  t h e  p la toon  l e a d e r s ,  and the platoon 
l e a d e r s  t o l d  t h e  platoon s e r g e a n t s .  So they  f i l l e d  us i n  on 
what was going on. 

MR WEST: M r .  WRIGHT, we a p p r e c i a t e  your coming i n  h e r e .  I 
kn$v it was 2 l o t  of trcl.&le t o  y c ~ .  Y o e 1 ~ . 7 e~Fuefius a good 
b i t  of informat ion .  We thafelk you very much. The hear ing  w i l l  
be recessed.  

(The hea r ing  recessed  - a t  1505 hours ,  19 January 
1970.) 
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SUMMARY OF TESTIMONY 

WITNESS: ARCOREN, A ale M. 

DATE O F  TESTIMONY: 6 January 1970 

PLACE OF TESTIMONY: Pentagon 

WITNESS SUSPECTED OF: Murder o r  a s s a u l t  with, i n t e n t  t o  
commit murder. 

COUNSEL: Richard H.  KOSINSKT, CPT, JAGC, Of f i ce  of t h e  Judge 
Advocate General,  Washington, D.C. 

1. ASSOCIATION WITH THE UNIT. 

The wi tness  was assigned t o  Company C from September 
1966 u n t i l  June 1968. He was i n  it while i t  t r a i n e d  i n  
Hawaii, moved wi th  i t  from Hawaii t o  Vietnam,and s tayed wi th  
it a l l  of t h e  time he was i n  Vietnam. H e  was a PFC i n  t h e  
squad c a l l e d  t h e  mortar  platoon and worked f o r  Sergeant  WATSON 
who was under Sergeant  MARONEY (pg. 7) . 
2. PRICX TT&INIXG I N  THE R'JLES CP LAND WXRFAXE. 

The wi tness  genera l ly  decl ined t o  answer ques t ions  
concerning any i n s t r u c t i o n s  he may have received regarding 
the  Rules of Land Warfare and t h e  t rea tment  of p r i soners  o f  
war ipgs. 30, 3 4 ,  3 5 ) .  H e  s t a t e d  t h a t  he d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  
s e ing  ~ x h i b i tM - 2 ,  "Nine Rules" or  Exh ib i t  M-3, "The Enemy 
i n  Your Hands" (pg. 3 4 ) .  H e  d i d  r e c a l l  r ece iv ing  some 
t r a i n i n g  a f t e r  a r r i v a l  i n  Vietnam which cons i s t ed  o f  weapons 
f i r e ,  boobytraps,  mines, and a c t i v i t i e s  i n  a mock v i l l a g e  
(pg. 35). 

3 .  PREOPERATIONAL PLANS AND BRIEFINGS. 

Because t h e  mortar  platoon flew i n  l a t e r  i n  the  a f t e r -
noon of 15 March, t h e  witness s t a t e d  t h a t  he d i d  n o t  know i f  
t h e r e  was a memorial s e r v i c e  o r  no t  (pg. 7 ) .  H e  was p resen t  
a t  t h e  b r i e f i n g  (pg. 7) , which was given by Captain MEDINA 
(p-. 8 ) .  MEDINA went over the  course  t h a t  they would t ake  
through the  v i l l a g e  and t o l d  them t h a t  t h e r e  would be no 
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c i v i l i a n s  in  it (pg. 8) . They were t o  k i l l  t h e  animals, 
des t roy  t h e  food s u p p l i e s ,  and burn t h e  v i l l a g e  (pgs. 8, 
1 0 ) .  They were t o l d  t h a t  t h e r e  would be no c i v i l i a n s  i n  it 

. 	because t h e  people had been warned t o  leave  t h e  a r e a  by a 
"plane f l y i n g  over t h e r e "  Cpg. 8) . They expected t o  encounter 
t h e  48th VC B a t t a l i o n  (pg. 8 ) .  The wi tness  s t a t e d  t h a t  he 
had been watching from LZ Uptight and had seen companies o r  
p la toons  being beaten back. The witness s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e  
a t t i t u d e  o f  t h e  t roops  was one of a f e e l i n g  o f  a n t i c i p a t i o n  
and f e a r  (pg. 9 ) .  Because he had never operated with t h e  
company before ,  he could n o t  s t a t e  t h e i r  a t t i t u d e  towards 
t h e  Vietnamese (pg. 281, b u t  he s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e  men i n  
t h e  mortar  platoon d i d  n o t  have any p a r t i c u l a r  f e e l i n g  
one way or t h e  o t h e r  (pg. 28) . 
4. ASSAULT ON MY LAI. 

a. Arr iva l  a t  t h e  LZ and i n i t i a l  p o s i t i o n .  

The wi tness  a r r i v e d  on t h e  l a s t  l i f t  (pgs. 1 0 ,  40 ) ,  
landing approximately 50 meters from t h e  edge of  t h e  v i l l a g e  
(pg. 40) .  When he a r r i v e d ,  t h e r e  was f i r i n g  going on ahead 
(pg. 10) . H e  d i d  no t  know i f  it was enemy f i r e  because 
he could n o t  see (pg. 1 0 ) .  They set up t h e i r  weapon on t h e  
landing zone (pgs. 10,  40, 4 1 ) ,  and remained t h e r e  f o r  
approximately one h a l f  hour (pgs. 11, 42) .  They heard much 
f i r i n g  during this per iod  (pg. 11). MEDINA and t h e  
CP group were loca ted  i n  bushes ahead of  them (pg. l l) , and 
when he  moved o u t  they followed (pgs. 11, 42).  He did not  
know where t h e  t h i r d  p la toon was a t  t h i s  per iod  (pg. 32) .  

b. Movement through t h e  v i l l a g e .  

H e  s t a t e d  t h a t  they z i g ~ a g g ~ t h r o u g h  t h e  v i l l a g e  
(pgs. 12,  42) and t h e  next  major i n c i d e n t  he r e c a l l e d  was 
encountering CARTER, who was wounded (pgs. 12,  43) .  MEDINA 
t o l d  them t o  set  up a perimeter  f o r  an LZ f o r  t h e  medevac 
(pg. 4 3 ) .  He had seen,  up t o  t h i s  p o i n t ,  no V i e t  Cong, 
Americans o r  c i v i l i a n s  who were dead (pg. 1 2 ) .  Po in t  #2 on 
Exh ib i t  P-144, is t h e  s p o t  where CARTER was evacuated. He 
s t a t e d  t h a t  a f t e r  t h e  evacuation he remained where they 
were f o r  awhile and then c u t  back i n t o  the  v i l l a g e  (pg. 45) , 
i n  a nor the r ly  d i r e c t i o n  Ipg. 451, and came upon "qu i t e  a 
few" dead bodies (pg. 1 3 ) .  There were about 15 inc luding 
some ch i ld ren .  A l l  were dead and looked a s  though they 
had been s h o t  by r i f l e s  (pg. 13). H e  was s t i l l  fol lowing 
t h e  command group (pg. 45) .  MEDINA was ahead of him and he 
thought  t h a t  MEDINA passed t h e  dead bodies t h a t  he mentioned 

(ARCOmN) 	 2 SUM APP T-69 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLV 



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

above (pg. 1 3 ) .  He heard MEDINA say something about 
w ~ ~ ~ on ~ ~ ~ 'and " k i l l i n g "  t h e  r a d i o  b u t  d i d  no t  remember 
e x a c t l y  what, nor d i d  he remember which RTO had t h e  r a d i o  
a t  t h e  time (pg. 1 4 ) .  He heard no messages come i n t o  MEDINA 
and he r e c a l l e d  no o rde r  being given t o  t h e  t roops  around him 
t o  s t o p  t h e  k i l l i n g s  Cpg. 1 5 ) .  He s t a t e d  t h a t  towards t h e  
c e n t e r  of t h e  v i l l a g e ,  they again saw dead people and burning 
hootches. MEDINA was s t i l l  ahead o f  them (pg. 16) . 
The only o f f i c e r s  t h a t  he saw during t h i s  period werecapta in  
MEDINA and Lieutenant  ALAUX, t h e  a r t i l l e r y  FO (pg. 1 8 ) .  

c.  Quest ioned c i v i l i a n s  and p r i soners .  

A s  they went through t h e  v i l l a g e ,  two small  g i r l s  
and a man were brought t o  MEDINA. The g i r l s  l e f t  with t h e  
man and t h e  wi tness  s t a t e d  t h a t  he never saw them again 
(pgs. 17, 18) . Afte r  moving through t h e  v i l l a g e ,  they had 
lunch (pgs. 1 8 ,  19) and pushed on u n t i l  they h i t  a graveyard 
where they laagered  f o r  t h e  evening (pg. 19) .  While i n  t h e  
l a a g e r  p o s i t i o n ,  he saw t h r e e  p r i s o n e r s ,  one of whom wore 
a purple  s u i t  (pgs. 19, 20) .  Two of  them were s h o t  and 
thrown i n t o  a d i t c h  and t h e  remaining one was t o r t u r e d  and 
h i s  f i n g e r  was c u t  o f f .  The same man l e d  them through a 
minef ie ld  the  next  day (pg. 20) and was then re leased  
(pg. 2 5 ) .  The k i l l i n g s  were done by t h e  National  Po l i ce  
who had flown i n  (pg. 20) .  He s t a t e d  i f  they had gone 
through t h e  v i l l a g e ,  they went through ahead of him be- 
cause he d id  no t  see them before  (pg. 2 0 ) .  The wi tness  
s t a t e d  t h a t  he  d i d  no t  know i f  MEDINA o r  any o t h e r  o f f i c e r s  
y..n -- p r c s e c t  Znrin-

'J 
t he  k i l l i r --3 

cf the p r i soners  (pg. 2 1 ) .wbLL 

He s t a t e d  t h a t  he went over t o  s e e  what w a s  going on a t  
the  time (pg. 21) . 

d.  Subsequent a c t i v i t i e s  t o  My Lai ( 4 ) .  

The nex t  day they walked i n  a sou theas te r ly  
d i r e c t i o n  through some v i l l a g e s ,  c u t  through an open f i e l d  
and went down a road, down t o  t h e  beach where they captured  
t h r e e  more p r i soners  (pg. 2 2 ) .  He s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e  captured 
p r i soners  were taken ou t  by a h e l i c o p t e r  (pg. 2 4 ) .  The nurse  
t h a t  was captured was missing the  t o p  of h e r  pajamas 
(pg. 2 4 ) .  H e  d id  n o t  see  anyone abusing h e r  i n  anyway b u t  
l a t e r  heard t h a t  she might have been raped (pg. 25) .  H e  used 
MAP-1 t o  i n d i c a t e  t h a t  the  t r a i l  they followed was south of  
o b j e c t i v e  #2 t o  t h e  a r e a  of My Khe ( 2 ) ,  nor th  of t h e  Song 
Tra Khuc ~ i v e r  (pg. 23) .  They poss ib ly  s tayed over n i g h t  
nea r  the  Song Tra Khuc River and on the  18th went i n t o  t h e  
v i l l a g e  of  My Khe ( l ) ,f i r i n g  upon some Vietnamese i n  t h e  
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a r e a  who were running towards H i l l  85 Cpg. 23) .  They used 
t h e  causeway t o  c r o s s  t h e  Song Diem Diem River  and were 
evacuated s h o r t l y  t h e r e a f t e r  (pg. 23 ) .  The wi tnes s  s t a t e d  
t h a t  du r ing  t h i s  pe r iod  he d i d  n o t  s e e  any v i l l a g e s  on f i r e ,  
no r  any smoke which would i n d i c a t e  t h a t  they  were on f i r e  
(pgs.  23, 2 4 ) .  He d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  any s u b s t a , n t i a l  amounts 
of  f i r i n g  nor  any r e s i s t a n c e  (pg. 2 4 ) .  

5 .  INQUIRIES CONCERNING THE ASSAULT. 

When t h e  wi tnes s  r e tu rned  t o  LZ D o t t i e ,  he  went t o  h i s  
s l e e p i n g  q u a r t e r s  and dropped o f f  h i s  g e a r  (pg. 25 ) .  He 
thought  he  remembered a rumor of an o f f i c e r  a sk ing  q u e s t i o n s  
b u t  he was never  approached by anyone i n  h i s  cha in  o f  command 
on t h i s  m a t t e r  n o r  w a s  he  t o l d  d i r e c t l y  by anyone n o t  t o  
d i s c u s s  it (pg. 26 ) .  He s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e y  were u s u a l l y  (L

02s e p a r a t e d  from t h e  r e s t  of t h e  company and t h a t  t h e  i n c i d e n t  
p-i 

was n o t  d i scussed  (pgs.  26, 27 ) .  P r i o r  t o  h i s  d i s c h a r g e ,  
which was on o r  about  9 June, he r ead  an a r t i c l e  i n  The 
S t a r s  and S t r i p e s  i n d i c a t i n g  t h a t  t hey  had k i l l e d  1 2 8 .  This  03 
was t h e  f i r s t  he  had heard  of t h e  o p e r a t i o n  s i n c e  it had CV 

happened (pg. 27) . 
6 .  OTHER INFORMATION. 

a. The w i t r l e s s  i e l i  iha i  iG3DiNA I i l l e w  ~ l i d i1-16 
was doing a t  a l l  t imes ,  and al though he was a l i t t l e  rough 
on them,they had t o  " t ake  i t  wi th  a l l  good commanders" 
(pg. 1 0 ) .  He d i d  n o t  know i f  MEDINA had c o n t r o l  over  t h e  
r e s t  of t h e  company du r ing  the  o p e r a t i o n ,  because he could  
n o t  s e e  them (pg. 19) . 

b.  The w i t n e s s ,  i n  response t o  q u e s t i o n i n g  a s  t o  h i s  
assessment  of  what happened a t  My Lai  ( 4 ) ,  s t a t e d  t h a t  
he d i d  n o t  form any opin ion  (pg. 29) , and s t a t e d  t h a t  i f  i.t 
was i n  The S t a r s  and S t r i p e s  he thought  t h a t  it had been 
made p u b l i c  (pg. 3 0 ) .  

c .  The wi tnes s  s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e r e  was no problem wi th  
mari juana i n  t h e  u n i t  (pg. 301, b u t  d e c l i n e d  t o  answer any 
q u e s t i o n s  a s  t o  t h e  s c a l e  of  i t s  use  i n  t h e  company (pg. 
3 0 ) .  He d i d  n o t  t h i n k  t h a t  mari juana was used i n  s i g n i f i c a n t  
amounts t h a t  day because they  j u s t  woke up, had b r e a k f a s t ,  and 
went on t h e  o p e r a t i o n  (pg. 31) . 
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d. A f t e r  t h e  i n c i d e n t ,  t h e  company s t ayed  i n  t h e  f i e l d  
q u i t e  a b i t .  They went on a s s a u l t  mi s s ions ,  he be l i eved .  
A f t e r  t h a t  period, he d i d  no t  go o u t  very much, and remained 
i n  t h e . b a s e  camp o r  on t h e  r i d g e  (pg. 31) .  
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EXHIBITS 

EXHIBIT 

N U m E R  DESCRIPTION . 

- MACV Card "Nine Rules"  
MACV Card "Enemy i n  Your 

M- 3 Hands " 

P- 7 Misce l l aneous  Scenes  

t h r u  

P-10 


P-13 Misce l l aneous  Scene 

P-16 M i s c e l l a n e o u s  Scene 

P-17 ! ~ ~ i s c e l l a n e o u sScene 

P-22 M i s c e l l a n e o u s  Scene 

-- eous  Scene 

- 34 M i s c e l l a n e o u s  Scenes  

!Y 

NOTES 

W i t  d i d  n o t  recal l '  

W i t  d i d  n o t  recall 
Photos  o t  t h e  
l o c a t i o n  where 
CARTER was wounded 
w e r e  n o t  r e c o g n i z e d
by t h e  w l t n e s s .  

W l t  l d e n t i t l e d  p l a c e  
of CARTER'S evacua-
t i o n  and  l d e n t l r i e q  
FAGAN w i t h  p l o t t i n y  
board .  

W l t  r e c o g n l z e a  it 
a s  b e i n g  i n  t h e  
v i l l a g e .  

W i t  i d e n t i f i e d  
MARONEY and t h e  
l o c a t l o n  a s  b e i n g  
n e a r  t h e  CARTER 
e v a c u a t i o n .  

W i t  i d e n t i f i e d  
P H U  and "Doc" 
W i t  t h o u g h t  it may 
have been t a k e n  
a s  t h e y  l e f t  t h e  
v i l l a g e .  
H e  saw t h e  . b o d i e s  
and t h e  house  
b u r n i n g .  

PAGES 

34 

34 

47 

36,48 

37,48 

38,48 

48,49 

38 . 

39 148,  
49 
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EXHIBITS 

EXHIBIT 

NUME3ER DESCRIPTION NOTES PAGES 

P-41 
I - . 
~ ~ i s c e l l a n e o u sScene 

bi t  saw t h e  bod ie s  )
/near  t h e  north-south 
lroad on t h e  south- I ' 

e r n  s i d e  of  t h e  . 
v i l l a g e .  

39,  49 
Used f o r  r e f e r e n c e  

P-144 Annotated a e r i a l  p h o t o ,  t o  t r a c e  t h e  move-
ment of  t h e  mor ta r  
p l a toon  through t h e  
v l l l a g e  and marked 
by Colonel  WILSON. 40-50 
Used t o  o r l e n t  

MAP-4 Map 6739 I1 t h e  w i t n e s s  t o  
a e r l a l  photograph.  

--- 3 4  
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(The hear ing  reconvened a t  1322 
hours ,  6 January 1 970. ) 

MR WEST: The hear ing  w i l l  come t o  o r d e r .  

RCDR: The following named persons a r e  p r e s e n t :  . 
MR WEST, COL MILLER, MAJ ZYCHOWSKT, and M A J  COOP. 

The next  wi tness  i s  M r .  Dale M .  ARCOREN. 

(MR ARCOREN was c a l l e d  a s  a  wi tness ,  was 
sworn, and t e s t i f i e d  as  fol lows :) 

M r .  ARCOREN, w i l l  you s t a t e  your f u l l  
name, occupat ion,  and res idence?  

A. Dale M. ARCOREN, Yankton, South Dakota, 
I am a  welder.  

MR WEST: M r .  ARCOREN, before  w e  g e t  i n t o  any q u e s t i o n s ,  
Colonel MILLER w i l l  advise  you concerning t h e  n a t u r e  and 
purpose of our  inqu i ry  here  and a l s o  advise  you of your 
t e s t i m o n i a l  r i g h t s .  

COL MILLER: M r .  ARCOREN, I a m  going t o  go over  s e v e r a l  
t h i n g s ,  and i f  you have any ques t ions  f e e l  f r e e  t o  ask 
them. 

This i n v e s t i g a t i o n  has been d i r e c t e d  j o i n t l y  
by t h e  Chief of S t a f f ,  United S t a t e s  Army and t h e  Sec re ta ry  
of t h e  Army f o r  t h e  purpose of i n v e s t i g a t i n g  and making 
f ind ings  and recommendations i n  two major a r e a s :  

(1) t h e  adequacy of p r i o r  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  
and i n q u i r i e s  i n t o  and subsequent r e p o r t s  and reviews 
wi th in  t h e  chain of command of what w e  commonly c a l l  
t h e  My Lai i n c i d e n t  of March 1968. I n  o t h e r  words, 
what i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  and reviews and r e p o r t s  were made 
i n t o  t h i s  immediately a f t e r  t h e  middle of March 1968, and 
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( 2 )  p o s s i b l e  suppress ion  o r  withholding 
of  information by any person t h o  might have had a 
duty t o  r e p o r t  information concerning t h e  i n c i d e n t  
a t  My Lai .  

I t  i s  n o t  our  purpose t o  i n q u i r e  i n t o  
eve ry th ing  t h a t  happened and what was done by every- 
body a t  My L a i ,  Although w e  do g e t  i n t o  that t o  some 
e x t e n t ,  t h i s  i s  only i n c i d e n t a l  t o  those  main purposes. 

We have had made a v a i l a b l e  t o  us  and w e  
have read  many s ta tements  made by wi tnesses  a t  p r i o r  
- i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  such as  t h e  I G  i n q u i r y  and t h e  C I D  
i n v e s t i g a t i o n  i n t o  M y  Lai .  

Today, your testimony w i l l  be taken under 
oa th .  W e  have a  r e p o r t e r  and a verbat im t r a n s c r i p t  
w i l l  be made. I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h a t ,  we do have a t a p e  
recorder .  

The genera l  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  of our  r e p o r t  
i s  c o n f i d e n t i a l .  However, it i s  c e r t a i n l y  p o s s i b l e  
t h a t  some o r  a l l  of t h e  testimony may l a t e r  become 
a mat t e r  of pub l i c  record.  

I do reques t  t h a t  you n o t  d i s c u s s  your 
testimony t h a t  you may give h e r e  today wi th  o t h e r s ,  
inc luding  o t h e r  wi tnesses  f o r  t h i s  i n q u i r y ,  except  
as you may be requ i red  t o  do s o  before  a competent 
l e g i s l a t i v e  , j u d i c i a l ,  o r  admin i s t r a t ive  body. For 
example, the  genera l  cour t -mar t ia l  would be a j u d i c i a l  
body. This is an example of  an admin i s t r a t ive  body. 

According t o  m y  r ecords ,  you have n o t  
been placed under t h e  o rde r  of t h e  m i l i t a r y  judge 
i n  t h e  case  of United S t a t e s  v .  Calley.  Could you 
t e l l  me whether you have received a l e t t e r  from t h e  
t r i a l  counsel i n  t h a t  case t e l l i n g  you t h a t  you should 
not  d i s c u s s  your testimony? 

A.  No. I had no record  of i t ,  and I d e c l i n e  
t o  be s u r e .  
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Q. I t o l d  you t h e  genera l  purpose o f  our  
inqu i ry  a few moments ago. I a l s o  t o l d  you t h a t  w e  
have reviewed s ta tements  of many wi tnesses .  A s  a 
r e s u l t  of t h a t  review I have c e r t a i n  a d d i t i o n a l  i n f o r -  
mation t h a t  I wish t o  give t o  you i n  advance. I want 
you t o  l i s t e n  t o  t h i s  very c a r e f u l l y ,  i f  you w i l l ,  
p lease .  We have some information which l e a d s  us t o  
suspec t  t h a t  you may have committed t h e  o f fense  of 
murder, o r  a s s a u l t  wi th  i n t e n t  t o  commit murder, i n  
t h e  v i l l a g e  o r  near  t h e  v i l l a g e  of My La i ,  on o r  about 
16 March 1968. This was a v i o l a t i o n  of t h e  Uniform 
Code of  M i l i t a r y  J u s t i c e ,  and i t  i s  a l s o  poss ib ly  a 
v i o l a t i o n  of t h e  laws of war and you may be s u b j e c t  
t o  t r i a l  and punishment. Now, t h i s  being t h e  case ,  
you c e r t a i n l y  have some c e r t a i n  t e s t i m o n i a l  r i g h t s  
and r i g h t s  t o  counsel ,  which I want t o  move i n t o  nex t .  

F i r s t  of a l l ,  you need make no s ta tement  
whatsoever concerning anything about which you a r e  
suspected ,  o r  i f  you f e e l  t h a t  i t  w i l l  i nc r imina te  
you i n  any way. 

You have t h e  r i g h t  t o  remain s i l e n t ,  and 
anything t h a t  you do say could be used a g a i n s t  you 
i n  a cr iminal  prosecut ion.  

You have a r i g h t ,  i f  you wish,  t o  be 
represented  today by c i v i l i a n  counsel  of your choice ,  
o r ,  i f  you wish,  m i l i t a r y  counsel who would be appointed 
t o  advise  and counsel you. This m i l i t a r y  counsel  
would be appointed a t  no expense t o  you. When I say  
counsel ,  I mean a  q u a l i f i e d  lawyer,  of course.  I f  
you have a  m i l i t a r y  counsel of choice who i s  reasonably 
a v a i l a b l e ,  we w i l l  a t tempt  t o  o b t a i n  him i f  you wish 
t o  have counsel .  

You may decide t h a t  you w i l l  go ahead 
and t e s t i f y  wi thout  counsel .  I f  you do dec ide  t o  do 
t h a t ,  t o  answer ques t ions  today wi thout  having any 
counsel p r e s e n t ,  you may s t o p  answering a t  any t ime,  
o r  you may reques t  counsel a t  any t ime. I f  you reques t  
counsel ,  you have a  r i g h t  t o  have him h e r e  and consu l t  
with him a t  any time. Do you understand t h e  th ings  t h a t  
I have gone over  s o  f a r ?  
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A. Y e s ,  

Q I would l i k e  t o  have you cons ider  this 
f o r  a few moments b e f o r e  you g i v e  an answer. A t  t h a t  
t i m e  I w i l l  have two a d d i t i o n a l  ques t ions  w h i c h  I 
s h a l l  ask you. One i s  whether you want counsel ,  and 
t h e  second is  whether you ' r e  w i l l i n g  t o  answer ques t ions .  
But,  be fo re  I g e t  your answer, w e  w i l l  t a k e  a few 
minutes j u s t  t o  g ive  you a chance t o  think about  it. 

MR WEST: The hea r ing  w i l l  be recessed.  
, 

(The hea r ing  recessed  a t  1330 hours ,  6 January 
1970 .) 

(The hear ing  reconvened a t  1335 
hours ,  6 January 1970. ) 

MR WEST: The hear ing  w i l l  come t o  order. 

RCDR: A l l  persons who were p r e s e n t  when the 
hear ing  recessed  a r e  again p r e s e n t .  

(The wi tness  was reminded t h a t  he was 
s t i l l  under o a t h ,  and he t e s t i f i e d  as  follows:) 

COL MILLER: M r .  ARCOREN, I j u s t  advised you of  your 
t e s t i m o n i a l  r i g h t s  and your r i g h t  t o  counsel and 
s a i d  t h a t  I would have two ques t ions  t o  ask you. Have 
you had an oppor tuni ty  t o  th ink  enough on t h i s  now? 

A, Yes. 

Q. Number one, do you want counsel? 

A. I'd l i k e  somebody .to g ive  me advi.ce--

B ( In te rpos ing)  Would you l i k e  t o  have 
t h a t  counsel naw k c f s r z  :rc s t z r t  qzzs t ioning?  

A. M i l i t a r y  counsel.  

MR WEST: The hear ing  w i l l  be recessed.. 

(ARC0REN) 4 
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(The hear ing  recessed  a t  1336 kows ,  6 Janua-q 
1970.) 

(The hear ing  reconvened a t  1604 
hours ,  6 January 1970.) 

MR WEST: The hear ing  w i l l  come t o  o r d e r .  

RCDR: The following persons a r e  present: 14E WEST'! 
COL MILLER and MAJ COOP. 

The hear ing  r e c a l l s  Mr. ARCOREN. 

(MR ARCOWN was r e c a l l e d  a s  a w i t n e s s ,  
w a s  reminded t h a t  he was s t i l l  under o a t h ,  and t e s t i f i e d  
as fol lows :) 

M r .  ARCOREN, a r e  you represen ted  by counsel? 

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

RCDR: W i l l  counsel p l e a s e  s t a t e  your name, S o c i a l  
S e c u r i t y  number, and o rgan iza t ion?  

I C  : Captain Richard H. KOSINSKI, Frocurenent 
Law Divis ion ,  Of f i ce  of The Judge Advocate General ,  
Washington, D. C. 

COL MILLER: You are a lawyer admitted t o  practice 
law, i s  t h a t  c o r r e c t ?  

A. T h a t ' s  c o r r e c t ,  sir. 

Q Are you a member of  t h e  Judge Advocate 
General 's Corps ? 

A. That 's c o r r e c t .  

Q (To wi tness)  Before t h e  recess, I expla ined  
t o  you your t e s t imonia l  r i g h t s  and your r i g h t s  t o  counsel.  
You reques ted  t h a t  a judge advocate o f f i c e r  o r  a m i l i t a r y  
lawyer be made a v a i l a b l e  a s  your counsel.  
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A f t e r  t h e  recess, I made wrangements wi th  t h e  Of f i ce  
o f . t h e  Judge Advocate General ,  and t h e  c a p t a i n  w a s  
made a v a i l a b l e .  Are you s a t i s f i e d  t o  have him advise 
you and be - w i t h  you today as your counsel? 

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q - Before w e  proceed, do you have any q u e s t i o n s  
M r .  ARCOREN, o r  you, Captain KOSINSKI? 

I C  : Not a t  t h i s  time. 

Q - For t h e  r ecord ,  I would l i k e  t o  s t a t e  
t h a t  dur ing  t h e  recess I d i d  make a v a i l a b l e  t o  M r .  
ARCOREN and his counsel  a copy of t h e  s ta tement  by 
a C I D  agent  of a p r i o r  i n t e r r o g a t i o n  of M r .  ARCOREN 
and the subs tance  of t h e  a l l e g a t i o n  a g a i n s t  M r .  ARCOREN. 
I a l s o  b r i e f e d  the  counsel  concerning t h e  genera l  
s i t u a t i o n  as it appeared t o  have been i n  My Lai  and 
the g e n e r a l  n a t u r e  of t h e  m a t t e r s  i n  which t h i s  i n q u i r y  
h a s  some i n t e r e s t ,  I t h i n k  you understand t h e  g e n e r a l  
n a t u r e  of t h e  s u b j e c t  i n  which we a r e  i n t e r e s t e d ,  i s  
t h a t  c o r r e c t ?  

I C  : That is-c o r r e c t ,  

Q You of course may c o n s u l t  with counsel  
a t  any t i m e .  Counsel may advise you a t  any t i m e .  
I f  you f i n d  it necessary t o  t ake  a r e c e s s  p l e a s e  
f e e l  f r e e  t o  do so .  Are you w i l l i n g  t o  answer any 
ques t ions  today,  M r .  ARCOREN? 

A. Y e s ,  1 am. 

Q I f  t h e r e  are a r i a s  which you f e e l  that 
you cannot answer p lease  s o  s t a t e  i f  you w i l l .  I 
i n t e n d  t o  ask some q u e s t i o n s ,  and i f  i t  comes t o  a 
p o i n t  where t h e r e  i s  a s u b s t a n t i a l  a rea  i n  which you 
may n o t  wish to answer questions, i f  you w i l l  so  i n d i c a t e ,  
it w i l l  perhaps save us a l i t t l e  time. 

(Witness g ives  negat ive  response.  ) 
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MR WEST: Please  s t a t e  your, u n i t  of  assignment and 
your duty on 1 6  March 1968? 

A. C/1/20 I n f a n t r y  11th Infan t sy  Brigade, 
America1 Divis ion.  I was i n  t h e  weapons p la toon .  

(2 What was your grade a t  t h a t  t ime? 

A. PFC, E - 3 .  

Q How long had you been wi th  Company C? 

A. I was assigned t o  Company C towards t h e  
l a s t  of September 1966. I was wi th  t h e  company u n t i l  
I was discharged from t h e  Army, June 1968.  

Q a You were wi th  it a l l  t h e  t ime it was t r a i n -
ing  i n  Hawaii, moved wi th  it from Hawaii t o  Vietnam, 
and s t ayed  wi th  it a l l  t h e  t ime u n t i l  you l e f t  Vietnam? 

A. Yes, sir .  

Q Could you s t a t e  your chain  of  command 
Fv-m ~ r f i 7 - r ~l,,L,eLf tc the ccxp-ny cz the 1 5 t h  cf Xzrch? 

A. The mortar  p la toon was made up of one 
squad. My immediate commander was--I mean my immediate 
s e r g e a n t  was Sergeant  WATSON, and he was under Sergeant  
MARONEY and Captain MEDINA . 
Q Were you a meraber of t h e  mor ta r  p la toon  
which accompanied Captain MEDINA i n t o  t h e  v i l l a g e  
of My Lai ( 4 )  on t h e  1 6 t h  of  March 1968? 

A. Y e s ,  sir.  

Q I would l i k e  t o  go back t o  the 15 th  of 
March, t h e  day be fo re  t h i s  opera t ion .  Do you r e c a l l  
i f ,  sometime i n  t h e  a f t e rnoon ,  t h e r e  was a memorial 
s e r v i c e  f o r  a member of C Company? 

A. The mor tar  p la toon  f l ew i n  l a t e r  i n  t h e  
af te rnoon.  I d o n ' t  know i f  t h e r e  was one o r  n o t ,  
b u t  w e  were t h e r e  f o r  t h e  b r i e f i n g .  

(ARCOREN} 7 
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Q - Where w e r e  you s t a t i o n e d ?  

A. LZ Uptight .  

Q As I understand it, on ly  a p a r t  of your  
p la toon  came from LZ Uptight  t o  LZ Dot t i e  t o  p a r t i -
c i p a t e  i n  the M y  L a i  ( 4 )  a s s a u l t .  Is t h a t  c o r r e c t ?  

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q Could you t e l l  us  w h a t  you r e c a l l  of t h i s  
b r i e f i n g  and who gave it? 

A. W e l l ,  it was given by Captain MEDINA. 
m d  we w e r e  t o l d  t h a t  t h e r e  would be--he went over  t h e  
course t h a t  w e  would t a k e  going through t h a t  v i l l a g e .  
W e  w e r e  t o l d  that t h e r e  would be no c i v i l i a n s  i n  it, 
and w e  w e r e  t o  k i l l  t h e  animals ,  des t roy  t h e  food 
s u p p l i e s  and s t u f f ,  and burn the v i l l a g e .  We w e r e  
t o l d  t h e r e  would be no women t h e r e  because t h e  p lane  
w a s  f l y i n g  over  t h e r e  2 days be fo re .  U p  and u n t i l  
t h a t  t i m e ,  t h e y  w e r e  t e l l i n g  people i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  
t h e r e  would be an a s s a u l t ,  and they  were t o  move ou t .  

& Who gave t h i s  b r i e f i n g ?  

A. Captain MEDINA. 

& Do you r e c a l l  any of  t h e  o t h e r  t h i n g s
he might have t o l d  you t h a t  day?' 

A. No, I d c n ' t .  

& Did he say  anything about t h e  s i z e  of 
t h e  f o r c e  t h a t  you might expect  t o  encounter? 

A .  We were expected t o  encounter  t h e  48th 
VC att tali on. I d o n ' t  know as  f a r  a s  the s i z e  of  it. 

Q How many a s s a u l t  ope ra t ions  had Company 
C been i n  be fo re  t h i s  t ime? 
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A .  I c a n ' t  t e l l  you e x a c t l y ,  b u t  t h i s  i s  t h e  
f i r s t  time t h e  mortar  p la toon was t o  e v e r  go i n .  

Q When d id  you f i r s t  know t h a t  you would 
p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  t h e  My Lai  ( 4 )  a s s a u l t ?  

A. March 14th .  

8 Had you been i n  t h e  f i e l d  w i t h  Company 
C on some of i t s  previous opera t ions?  

A. No, I hadn ' t .  

& This  i s  t h e  f i r s t  t ime,  then ,  s i n c e  you 
a r r i v e d  i n  Vietnam t h a t  you a c t u a l l y  went ou t  i n  a 
f i e l d  opera t ion?  

A .  Yes, sir.  

Q Did you s t a y  a t .LZ Dot t i e  overnight?  

A. Yes, s i r .  

Q. Did you have an opportunity to talk aLouL 
t h i s  opera t ion  wi th  o t h e r  members of t h e  company, 
e i t h e r  i n  o r  o u t  of the  mortar  p la toon?  

A .  I t h i n k  we d i d  d i scuss  it. But most of 
it was s o r t  of t ak ing  a  break ,  g e t t i n g  ready f o r  t h e  
a s s a u l t  a t  My Lai  ( 4 ) .  

Q. Do you r e c a l l  what t h e  sense  o r  t h e  f e e l i n g
of t h e  company was wi th  r e s p e c t  t o  t h i s  opera t ion?  Was 
it one of a n t i c i p a t i o n ,  f e a r ,  worry? Do you have any 
f e e l  f o r  t h e  a t t i t u d e  of  t h e  t r o o p s ?  

A. I t h i n k  it was a f e e l i n g  of a n t i c i p a t i o n  
and f e a r .  I know t h a t  I was sca red .  

Q . You were expect ing  a f a i r l y  l a r g e  opera t ion
the next  day, I t ake  i t ?  

A. Yes, sir. 
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Q Had you been t o l d  t h a t  you would have any oppos-
i t i o n  t o  speak o f ?  

A. W e  had been watching from LZ Uptight  almost every  
day. E i t h e r  a company o r  a p la toon  would go,  t r y  t o  go, make 
p e n e t r a t i o n  through there. And they  would g e t  bea ten  back. 
I f igured  t h e r e  would be quite a b i g  d e a l  going on ou t  t h e r e ,  

COL MILLER: Was anything s a i d  a t  t h i s  b r i e f i n g  about 
burning o r  n o t  burning t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

A. I t h i n k  yes.  W e  w e r e  t o l d  t o  burn their hoot-
ches . 
Q I am going t o  ask you an opin ion  now, I r e a l -
i z e  it is only  t h a t .  Could you g ive  m e  your opinion of Cap-
t a i n  MEDINA as a commander, as a l eader?  

A. H e  knew w h a t  he w a s  doing a t  a l l  t imes.  And 
he like--even though he w a s  a l i t t l e  rough on us  a t  
t imes,  he--you know, you have t o  t a k e  it wi th  a l l  good 
commanders. 

9 - The next  morning, t h e  16 th  of March, you made 
your a s s a u l t  landing. Which l i f t  were you on? 

A.. The very l a s t  one, sir. 

Q - Afte r  t h e  company had formed and began t h e  
a s s a u l t  on My Lai ( 4 ) ,  I would l i k e  t o  have you t e l l  m e  
where you s t ayed ,  where you went, and what you saw a s  
b e s t  a s  you can r e c a l l ,  i f  you a r e  w i l l i n g  t o  do t h i s ?  

A. When we g o t  t h e r e ,  t h e r e  was a l r eady  f i r i n g  
going on up ahead. We s e t  up our  mortar  and waited 
probably u n t i l  they  were almost a l l  t h e  way through. 
Then w e  s t a r t e d  going through and shoot ing chickens and 
what was l e f t ;  burning hootches and s t u f f .  We s o r t  of 
zigzagged a l l  t h e  way through. 

Q When you landed,  d i d  you hea r  any enemy f i r e ?  

A. I c o u l d n ' t  t e l l .  There was a l o t  f i r i n g  going 
up i n  f r o n t .  I c o u l d n ' t  s e e  it. Maybe it was enemy f i r e .  
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Q *  Wheze dfd you t a k e  up your p o s i t i o n  whi le  you 
w e r e  wa i t ing  t o  move t o  t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

A .  J u s t  c l o s e  t o  where w e  landed. I n  f a c t ,  t h a t ' s  
where we made our  combat a s s a u l t ;  r i g h t  a t  t h e  end of t h e  
v i l l a g e .  

Q Do you r e c a l l  where Captain MEDINA was a t  t h i s  
t ime? 

A. They were up i n  the bushes ahead of us .  

Q Nearby ? 

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  

& Is t h a t  where you s t ayed  f o r  some t ime? 

A. U n t i l  he was ready t o  move through it .  

Q About how long d i d  you s t a y  back i n  t h i s  p o s i t i o n  
b e f o r e  you moved through t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

A. I couldn'  t say .  Maybe one-half hour.  

Q Did you h e a r  much f i r i n g  dur ing  t h i s  time? 

A .  Yes, t o  t h e  f r o n t .  

Q Could you t e l l  whether any of  t h i s  was enemy f i r e ?  

A .  NO,  I c o u l d n ' t .  

52. When you moved o u t  t o  go through t h e  v i l l a g e ,  
d i d  you go i n  f r o n t  of o r  behind Captain MEDINA? 

A. I was behind Captain MEDINA. 

& Do you know where Captain MEDINA went a s  compared 
t o  t h e  3d Platoon? 

A. NO,  I don ' t .  

Q- Whether it was t o  t h e  f r o n t  o r  t h e  back? 

A. W e  were i n  back of  t h e  3d Platoon.  
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Q - You w e r e  almost the l a s t  one t o  go through the 
v i l l a g e ,  I t a k e  i t ?  

A, . Right ,  sir. 

Q W i l l  you go on, then ,  w i t h  what you s a w  and 
what you heard a s  you went through t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

A. W e  zigzagged through, as f a r  a s  I know. I c a n ' t  
t e l l  e x a c t l y  w M c h  way we went. A t  one p o i n t  along the 
t r a i l ,  somebody w a s  wounded i n  t h e  f o o t .  And he was med-
evac 'd  ou t .  W e  formed a per imeter  around h i m .  

W e r e  you t h e r e  when he was wounded? 

NO, I wasn ' t .  

Q You came up l a t e r ?  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q W a s  Captain MEDINA t h e r e ?  

A. When we  came up t h e r e  he was. 

S *sot p L ~ ~ dlccg 7.7"" C"; " cfteryou L 7.4mud C-ILLo ..,, started 
going through the v i l l a g e ?  

A .  About one-half hour t o  4 5  minutes. 

Q Between t h e  time t h a t  you s t a r t e d  through t h e  
v i l l a g e  and tine you came t o  t h i s  s o l d i e r  whm you saw 
wounded, had you seen anything t h a t  made you th ink  this w a s  
a d i f f e r e n t  kind of a s s a u l t ,  o r  t h e r e  was was anything unusual 
about t h e  a s s a u l t ?  

A. There weren ' t  any people i n  back when w e  f i r s t  
s t a r t e d  through. There weren ' t  any u n t i l  w e  reached t h a t  
s o l d i e r ,  a t  a l l .  

Q You had seen  no V i e t  Cong, American, o r  
c i v i l i a n  dead up t o  t h i s  po in t?  

A. No. 
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Q A f t e r  you l e f t  t h e  wounded s o l d i e r ,  o r  a f t e r  he 
was evacuated,  then what happened? 

A. W e  went on f a r t h e r  down t h e  t r a i l  and came upon 
q u i t e  a few dead bodies .  

Q A t  t h i s  t ime, were you going through t h e  sou th ,  
c e n t r a l ,  o r  nor thern  p o r t i o n  of t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

A. W e  were going on what seemed t o  be a second o r  
s e p a r a t e  t r a i l  which was met by another  t r a i l  coming from 
d i r e c t l y  sou th .  

Q- Could you desc r ibe  t h i s  scene where you saw some 
bodies? 

A. There were some dead bodies  l y i n g  around. 

C2 Abdizt how many? 

A. F i f t e e n .  

Q Were they  mostly women, c h i l d r e n ,  o r  do you r e c a l l ?  
-. 
A. Tkel-e were  a ie-w-cliLl&-en. I 

see ing  women--

Q. - ( In te rpos ing)  They were a l l  dead? 

A. They w e r e  a l l  dead. 

Q Do you know how they  had been k i l l e d ,  o r  do you 
have any i d e a  how they may have been k i l l e d ?  

A.  It looked t o  me l i k e  r i f l e s ,  because i f  they  were 
h i t  by a r t i l l e r y  t h e r e  wouldn ' t  have been anything l e f t  of 
them. 

Q Was MEDINA i n  ahead of you a t  t h i s  t ime? 

A.  Y e s  , he was. 

Q. Did he pass  t h i s  same scene t h a t  you saw? 

I A. I imagine t h a t  he d i d ,  b u t  I r e a l l y  c o u l d n ' t  say 
if he saw them. 
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Q Did you s t a y  f a i r l y  c l o s e  t o  Captain MEDINA a l l  
the way through t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

A. - W e  s t ayed  behind h i m  almost..  .. 
(Witness w a s  reques ted  t o  speak louder . )  

Q. During t h e  morning, a f t e r  you had s t a r t e d  through
the v i l l a g e ,  d i d  you h e a r  any communications t o  Captain MEDINA, 
o r  from Captain MEDINA? 

A.  It seems I d i d  hear him say  something about 
Lieutenant  CALLEY. I c a n ' t  e x a c t l y  remember, i f  he used h i s  
name o r  what, b u t  I d i d  hea r  him say  something about t h e  
k i l l i n g  of somebody. 

Q - Was he on t h e  r a d i o  a t  t h i s  t ime? 

A. Y e s ,  he was. 

4 - DO you remember which r a d i o  he was on? 

A. No, I don ' t .  

Q Which RTO had t h e  radio? 

A, I d o n ' t  know. 

Q. Presumably, i f  he was t a l k i n g  t o  CALLEY, it 
would have been on t h e  company n e t  r a t h e r  than  t h e  b a t t a l i o n  
n e t .  Were you c lose  t o  him when he s a i d  t h i s ?  

A. No, b u t  t h e  r a d i o  was on p r e t t y  loud where you 
could hea r  it. 

Q. Were you where you could s e e  him? 

A. I d o n ' t  remember. 

Q = Do you know why, at t h e  time, he made this trans-
mission? 

A. I th ink  it was when we r a n  across  some dead 
bodies  over--
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Q. ( f n t e r p o s h g )  Was t h l s  about t h e  t i m e  t h a t  you 
came t o  t h e  bodies  you j u s t  descr ibed  a few moments ago? 

A. Right.  

Q Had you heard any incoming messages coming t o  
him say ing  something about dead c i v i l i a n s  o r  t o  s t o p  t h e  
k i l l i n g s  ? 

A. No, I d i d n ' t .  

Q A l l  you heard was Captain MEDINA and h i s  message 
t o  who you th.ought was Lieutenant  CALLEY? 

A. Yes. 

Q Did you hea r  him use CALLEY1s name? 

A .  I c a n ' t  say f o r  s u r e .  

Q What I was g e t t i n g  a t  was whether you knew i t  
was CALLEY t o  whom he was t r a n s m i t t i n g  o r  j u s t  something 
you may have heard?  

A. It i s  j u s t  something t h a t  s tuck  i n  my mind. 

Q Was t h e r e  any r e p l y ,  a roger ,  o r  anything of  a a t  
s o r t ?  

A .  There was some r e p l y ,  b u t  I c a n ' t  remember 
what. 

Q Was word passed back from MEDINA t o  t h e  people 
i n  h i s  p a r t y ,  and o t h e r  t roops  around him, t o  s t o p  t h e  
k i l l i n g s ?  

A. I c a n ' t  remember. 

Q A t  t h e  time you heard  t h i s  o r d e r  g iven ,  could 
y o u - g i v e  me an e s t i m a t e  of t h e  number of dead you had seen? 

A ,  J u s t  t h a t  one group w e  saw. 

15 
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Q - W e  w i l l  p i ck  up where you saw this first group 
of bodies  and Captain MEDINA had made a r a d i o  t r ansmiss ion  
t o  s t o p  the k i l l i n g s .  W e r e  t h e s e  bodies  t h a t  you saw a t  this 
t i m . e  on the t r a i l ,  o r  could you t e l l  us where they  were? 

A. You mean the f i r s t  woup? 

Q - Right. 

A. They w e r e  by a t r a i l .  

Q- Then what happened? 

A. Then we  went on a l i t t l e  f a r t h e r  down t h e  t r a i l  
and c u t  back into what s e e m  t o  m e  t o  be  t h e  c e n t e r .  And 
we--there was q u i t e  a few--I mean, t h a t ' s  where I saw 
some dead people,  blood,  q u i t e  a b i t  o f  blood,  and a couple 
of  hootches w e r e  burning. 

Q Was Captain MEDINA t h e r e ?  

A. H e  was ahead o f  us .  H e  must have been t h e r e .  

Q. Did you h e a r  any more t ransmiss ions  from Captain 
MEDINA, o r  t o  Captain MEDINA, about c i v i l i a n s ,  noncombatants, 
be ing  k i l l e d ?  

A. Witn our  group t h e r e  were about f i v e  r a d i o s ,  and 
you c a n ' t  r e a l l y  t e l l  who is c a l l i n g  whom on what r a d i o .  

Q W e l l ,  d i d  you h e a r  any t ransmiss ion  of any s o r t  
about t h i s  ? 

A. There w e r e  a l o t  of t r ansmiss ions ,  b u t  I c a n ' t  
pick any out .  

Q Do you r e c a l l  t h a t  they were on t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  
s u b j e c t  wi thout  knowing t o  whom o r  from whom they  came? 

A. I d o n ' t  t h i n k  so .  

Q- I would l i k e  f o r  you t o  t h i n k  about t h a t  care-
f u l l y ,  and i f  you can r e c a l l ,  f i n e .  I f  n o t ,  I c e r t a i n l y  
understand. Five r a d i o s  were going i n  a combat miss ion ,  and 
you might n o t  have been l i s t e n i n g .  There may be something 
t h a t  s t i c k s  i n  your mind. But you know t h a t  you heard one 
t ransmission e a r l i e r .  
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A.  I t h i n k  I did--I--

Q. (Interposing!  You don' t know? I f  you do happen 
t o  th ink  of t h a t  l a t e r ,  e i t -he r  today o r  some o t h e r  t ime,  
I would a p p r e c i a t e  it i f  you would l e t  us  know. Would you 
proceed, then ,  on t o  what you saw? 

A. We went on, and as we  went on, t h e r e  were some 
p r i s o n e r s .  I--two l i t t l e  girls--and t h e r e  was a man, and we  
took h i m .  And when we went p a s t  t h e  v i l l a g e  and on through,  
I d o n ' t  know i f  I saw t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  bunch of dead people,  
b u t  I remember see ing  a couple o f  dead Vietnamese a s  w e  
went o u t  of t h e  v i l l a g e .  

& On the edge of t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

A. Yes. We kep t  on going,  and we  went through an . 

open f i e l d .  I t h i n k  we stopped a t  t h e  next  v i l l a g e ,  and we 
a t e  d inner .  We j u s t  l a i d  around a f t e r .  t h a t .  

Q Do you r e c a l l ,  a f t e r  you came o u t  of t h e  v i l l a g e  
of My La i  (41,  see ing  a d i t c h  where t h e r e  were many bodies?  

A. I t h i n k  I d i d ,  b u t  I d o n ' t  know. It  could be.  
I d ~ i i ' tkiiov. I have nsver sEsn pccplc p i l c d  ap dezd be-
fo re .  

Q Do you r e c a l l  s ee ing  a d i t c h  where t h e r e  were 
q u i t e  a few bodies?  

A. Unless it was t h e  same one t h a t  I could have 
seen ,  I doubt it. 

Q- Were t h e r e  any s o l d i e r s  o t h e r  than  those  i n  your 
group with you as  you came o u t ?  

A. No. 

Q. You mentioned two l i t t l e  g i r l s .  Were t h e s e  two 
young g i r l s  who were captured by some of Char l i e  Company 
t roops?  

A .  Yes, they  w e r e  r e a l  small  g i r l s .  

Q To whom w e r e  they  brought? 
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A. They--most of t h e  t ime they  d i d n ' t  t e l l  u s  
t o  c a t c h  p r i s o n e r s .  I mean, n o t  most of--I mean, dur ing  
t h a t  time when we  were going through,  t h e  p r i s o n e r s  w a s  
brought t o  us. W e  m o r e  o r  less watched them whi le  t h e  o t h e r  
ones spread  o u t  and covered more a rea .  

Q. About how many p r i s o n e r s  w e r e  brought i n t o  
Captain MEDINA, i n t o  t h e  command p o s t ,  from t h e  t i m e  you 
l e f t  your  jump-off p o i n t  u n t i l  you g o t  through the 
v i l l a g e ?  

A. I remember s e e i n g  t h r e e :  two g i r l s  and a man. 

Q F What happened t o  them a f t e r  you c l e a r e d  the v i l l a g e ?  

A. I t h i n k  they  were--the g i r l s  were l e f t  w i t h  t h e  
men, and I never s a w  them anymore. 

Q. That ' s  a l l  t h e  p r i s o n e r s  who w e r e  brought  t o  
Captain MEDINA?' 

A. There w a s  an artillery FO. 

Q. Lieutenant  ALAUX? 

A. Yes. 

Q. How about Lieutenant  CALLEY? 

A. No, not  u n t i l  we  stopped f o r  t h e  n i g h t .  

Q Afte r  you c lea red  t h e  v i l l a g e ,  d id  you s e e  a 
h e l i c o p t e r  land  i n  a c l ea red  a rea?  

A. No, I--

Q . ( In te rpos ing)  Approximately what t ime d i d  you
c l e a r  t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

A. It w a s  before  noon, I 'm p r e t t y  sure, because w e  
a t e  i n  t h e  next  v i l l a g e .  

18  
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Q Do you r e c a l l  whether any s e n i o r  o f f i c e r ,  I 
should say v i s i t i n g  o f f i c e r ,  from e i t h e r  t h e  t a s k  f o r c e  o r  
from t h e  b r igade ,  landed and t a l k e d  t o  Captain MEDINA some-
time during t h e  morning be fo re  you had completely l e f t  
My La i  ( 4 )  on your next  mission? 

A. Unless he g o t  o f f  t h e  medevac which took CARTER, 
o r  whatever h i s  name, ou t  of these .  

8 You d o n ' t  r e c a l l  s ee ing  any? 

A. No, I d o n ' t .  

Q Did any land during t h e  noon hour? 

A.  I was as l eep  then .  

Cr Q 1x1 your opinion, d i d  Captain MEDINA have , c o n t r o l
of h i s  company i n  t h i s  move through My Lai ( 4 )  ? 

A. I t ' s  not .  . f o r  me. t o  say ,  because I n e v e r  had c o n t r o l  
of a company. I d o n ' t  know what the  feel ing--

& . ( In terpos ing)  I s m  asking you, a s  I d i d  before  
wi th  r e s p e c t  t o  your opinion of Captain MEDINA, s t r i c t l y  f o r  
t h a t ,  an opin ion ,  of t h e  f e e l i n g s  on your p a r t .  

A. , .- He had c o n t r o l  over  us .  I couldn't '  s e e  t h e  r e s t  
of t h e  platoon.  

9 e After  you h a d , l u n c h ,  t o  where d i d  you move? Where 
d i d  you go? 

A.  We kep t  on pushing u n t i l  we h i t  t h e  graveyard.  
T h a t ' s  where w e  set our  n igh t  per imeter ;  dug i n .  

Q Did you jo in  any o t h e r  company t h e r e ?  

A. No, I d i d n ' t  a t  the t ime.  

Q Afte r  you had reached your n igh t  l a a g e r  p o s i t i o n ,
d i d  you s e e  any p r i soners?  

A. Three of them. 

Q Can you descr ibe  them? 
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A. One I r e a l l y  remember, H e  had a purule s u i t  on, 
with a s o r t  of a p a r t  of a f l a t t o p ,  It looked like he was 
some kind of something. 

Q. -Were any of these  t h r e e  pr isoners  women? 

A. No. 

Q Can you t e l l  me f i a t  happened t o  those pr isoners?  

A, Two of them were k i l l e d ,  and one was to r tu red  and 
his f inger  cu t  o f f .  But two of them were shot  and thrown i n  
a di tch .  The o ther  one ta lked and led  us through a mine-
f i e l d  the  next day. 

Q- This one who talked.  Did he t a l k  a f t e r  t h e  
o the r  two had been k i l l e d ?  

A. Y e s ,  he did.  

9. Who k i l l e d  them? 

A. The National Police. 

Q .  Do you know from 'where the  National Pol ice  had 
come? 

A. I think they were flown i n  unless they walked. 
I don ' t  know, but  they were t h e r e  i n  the group. They a t e  
supper with us. 

Q Had they gone through the  v i l l a g e  of My Lai ( 4 )
with you? 

A. I f  they d id ,  they went ahead of us because I 
never saw them going through. 

Q - Did you s e e  them cone i n  i n  the morning on the  
l i f t ?  

A. No, I didn't. 

a Do you know who any those ARVN pol ice  were? 

A. No. 
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Q .  You s a i d  they  had t o r t u r e d  one man, Was t h a t  one 
of t h e  men who was k i l l e d ?  

A. Yes, he was t h e  f i r s t  one whom they t o r t u r e d .  

Q. How d id  they k i l l  him, and where d i d  they  k i l l  him 
wi th  r e s p e c t  t o  where you and o t h e r  American s o l d i e r s  were? 

A. It was c lose  t o  our mortar  p o s i t i o n ,  o f f  t o  t h e  
south.  They had a l i t t l e  hootch t h e r e ,  and it was r i g h t  
around t h e r e ,  I th ink .  They took him o u t  i n  t h i s  l i t t l e  f i e l d  
and s h o t  him and k i l l e d  him and threw him i n  the d i t c h .  

Q Was Captain MEDINA t h e r e ?  

A. I r e a l l y  d o n ' t  know i f  he was o r  n o t .  

Q Were any of t h e  o t h e r  o f f i c e r s  t h e r e ,  do you know? 

A. Not t o  my knowledge. 

Q Did the  ARVN p o l i c e  make any e f f o r t  t o  h i d e  what 
they  were doing? Did they keep it from any of t h e  American 
s o l d i e r s ?  

A. No, they d i d n ' t .  That i s  why I was cur ious  and 
walked over  t h e r e  t o  s e e  what was going on. 

Q I n  your p r i o r  s ta tement  you s a i d  you be l ieved 
t h a t  HOLLAND and PERRUCHON were present--

A. ( In te rpos ing)  I d i d .  

Q Who were they? 

A. They were members of my mor tar  platoon.  

a .  On this d a t e ,  d i d  you s e e  any American o f f i c e r  
p r e s e n t  a t  any time when these  Vietnamese w e r e  being 
quest ioned by t h e  ARVN p o l i c e ?  

A. No, I d i d n ' t .  

Q- Do you know where t h i s  t h i r d  p r i s o n e r  was kep t  
overnight?  
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A. The A m ' s  kept Kim, 91 don't  know i f  they t i e d  him 
up o r  i f  he jus t  stayed there  wil l ingly,  

Q Was he the  only prisoner who was l e f t  i n  the  area 
then? 

A. Yes, he was. 

Q - Do you know where t h i s  minefield was, through
which he led  you the next morning? 

A. No, I don' t .  We jus t  walked through some v i l lages .  
Then we cut  through an open f i e l d  and went down a road down 
t o  the  beach. 

Q - On t h i s  next morning, which would be the 17th of 
March, could you t e l l  me where the company went? 

A. We went kind of southeast - u n t i l  we h i t  an open 
f i e ld .  We zigzagged through a v i l l age ,  and then we  went t o  
the beach. That's where we captured those other  three.  

Q I would l i k e  t o  have you come t o  t h i s  map. I am 
re fer r ing  t o  MAP-1, which is  a general representation of 
t h i s  area. 

(The  witness did as requested, and he was or-
iented by COL MILLER.) 

You say t h a t  you had laagered i n  a graveyard on 
the night of the 16th. Is t h i s  the area which is  marked 
objective 2? 

A. We were r i g h t  close t o  t h a t  r i v e r ,  the Song 
Diem D i e m .  

Q W i l l  you t e l l  me where you went the  next day, the 
morning of the 17th? 

A. We went i n t o  one of these v i l l ages  ( indicating) . 
They w e r e  leading us through with the prisoner,  and we w e n t  
down. Then we stayed i n  another place e i t h e r  t h a t  night o r  
the next night.  And then we went a l l  the  way down t o  the 
other r ive r  and s t a r t e d  out t o  the  graveyard. 
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Q Let  t h e  record  r e f l e c t  t h a t  t h e  wi tness  i n d i c a t e d  
a t r a i l ,  g e n e r a l l y  d i r e c t l y  south  of o b j e c t i v e  2 t o  t h e  a r e a  
of My Khe ( 2 )  which i s  j u s t  nor th  of t h e  Song Tra Khuc River. 
Do I understand t h a t  you s t ayed  somewhere nea r  t h e  Song Tra 
Khuc River on t h e  second n igh t?  

A. I remember we  came through an open f i e l d ,  and 
then w e  c u t  back. It was e i t h e r  t h i s  v i l l a g e  o r  t h i s  v i l l a g e ,  
bu t  t h a t  n i g h t  some Vietnamese, they must have been North 
Vietnamese, ran across  through t h e  f i e l d ,  and w e  f i r e d  a t  
them. 

'Q The wi tness  i n d i c a t e d  t h e  v i l l a g e  of My Khe (I), 
and t h e  Vietnamese were running from t h e  s o u t h e a s t  t o  the  
e a s t  towards H i l l  85. On t h e  t h i r d  day then ,  t h e  1 8 t h ,  
you i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  you were going back up nor th .  Where d i d  
you go then? 

A. We went up t o  t h e  r i v e r  aga in ,  and we  crossed.  

Q He is  i n d i c a t i n g  t h e  causeway which i s  ac ross  t h e  
Song Diem Diem a t  coordina tes  74  and 81. Af te r  you crossed  
t h i s  causeway, what happened? 

A.  We a t e  d inner  and then  j u s t  l a i d  around u n t i l  they 
evacuated us o u t .  

Q Where d i d  you go from t h e r e ?  

A. Back t o  LZ Dot t i e .  

& LZ Dot t i e?  

A. Y e s .  

Q. About what t ime i n  t h e  af te rnoon was t h a t ?  

A ,  I would say about 3 o r  4 o ' c lock .  

Q Now, a s  you were going from t h e  graveyard south  
t o  t h e  Song Tra Khuc River on t h e  1 7 t h ,  and then  back nor th  
on t h e  18 th ,  d i d  you s e e  any nearby v i l l a g e s  on f i r e ?  

A. No, I d i d n ' t .  
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Q - Did you see any smoke t h a t  might ind ica te  tha t  
some of the v i l l ages  were on f i r e ?  

A. I don' t  remewer a t  a l l  seeing it. 

Q DO you r e c a l l  any subs tan t ia l  amount of f i r i n g  on 
the 17th o r  the  18th? 

A. No. 

Q Did Company C meet any res is tance on the 17th 
or  the 18th? 

A, W e  captured two men and a nurse--what they said 
was a nurse. 

Q Is t h a t  i n  the v i c i n i t y  of My Khe (2)? 

A. That 's when w e  were a l l  the way down t o  the  r i v e r ,  
down near the  beach. 

Q What happened t o  those people? 

A. The command ship o r  something came i n  and took 
them back t o  be interrogated.  

Q D o  you r e c a l l  Captain FiEDINII shooting above Sle 
heads of any of those people? 

A. We were around there  before we  got  t o  the  LZ, 
maybe. 

Q This was 3n the 17th? 

A. Right* 

Q Was t h i s  nurse f u l l y  clothed? 

A. Not when I f i r s t  saw her.  

Q What was she missing? 

A. She was missing her blouse off her pajama top. 

Q - Did you see any of the other so ld ie r s  i n  the other 
company abusing her i n  any way? 
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I d i d n ' t .  

Q Did you ever  hea r  t h a t  she  may have been raped? 

A .  I heard something about it l a t e r .  Somebody must 
have t r i e d  o r  something. 

Q • Is t h i s  t h e  same woman whom you mentioned be fo re?  

A. Yes. 

Q a That she  had s o r e s  around h e r  p r i v a t e  p a r t s ?  

A. Y e s .  

Q This i s  what you were t o l d ,  n o t  what you saw, a s  
I understand i t ?  

A.  Yes, t h a t ' s  r i g h t .  I s a i d  t h a t ' s  what they s a i d .  

Q Do you know of your own pe r sona l  knowledge t h a t  
these t h r e e  p r i soners  were flown from t h e  a r e a ?  

A.. We secured an LZ f o r  t h e  chopper t o  come i n  on., 
They d id  come i n ,  and they took them o u t .  

Q What happened t o  t h i s  o t h e r  man who had been 
captured b e f o r e ,  who l e d  you through t h e  minef i e ld?  

A. I think they l e t  him go. I d o n ' t  remember see ing  
him a f t e r  t h a t .  

Q Do you r e c a l l  how many h e l i c o p t e r s  were i n  t h e  
f l i g h t  t h a t  l i f t e d  you back t o  LZ Dot t i e?  

A. Four. 

Q - A t  one time? 

A. Yes. 

Q.. Were t h e r e  any s e n i o r  o f f i c e r s  a t  t h e  he l ipad  when 
you were disembarked? 

A. I t h i n k  it was j u s t  about time f o r  chow. I 
j u s t  jumped o f f  and ran  f o r  t h e  bar racks .  I mean I ran  f o r  
where w e  were s l e e p i n g  and threw m y  gear  down. 
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Q .  W a s  t h e r e  any o f f i c e r  who asked you any ques t ions  
about what had happened a t  M y  L a i  ( 4 )  ? 

A. I t h i n k  t h e r e  w a s  some kind  of rumor going. I 
remember h e a r i n g  something t o  t h a t  e f f e c t .  I d o n ' t  remember 
the words. 

Q .  Did anybody i n  your chain  o f  command come t o  you
and t e l l  you t h a t  this is an o f f i c i a l  ma t t e r?  

Q. Were you e v e r  t o l d  n o t  t o  d i scuss  anything about 
what happened a t  My L a i  ( 4 ) ?  

A. J u s t  from rumors I heard ,  b u t  I d o n ' t  remember 
anyone saying--s i t t ing  down and t e l l i n g  m e  anything. 

Q - These are t h e  s o l d i e r s  who a r e  s i t t i n g  around 
j u s t  t a l k i n g  among themselves. Is t h a t  i t ?  

A.  Tha t ' s  about it. 

Q Did you e v e r  have any impression o r  form an 
opin ion  t h a t  you were n o t  supposed t o  d i s c u s s  t h e  My Lai 
( 4 )  opera t ion?  

A. I d i d n ' t  even th ink  about it a f t e r  t h a t .  

Q Did you ever  have t h e  f e e l i n g  t h a t  someone was 
making an i n v e s t i g a t i o n ?  

A. No, I d i d n ' t .  

Q Was t h e  opera t ion  discussed among t h e  s o l d i e r s  
a f t e r  you re turned  t o  LZ Dot t i e?  

A. We were usua l ly  separa ted  from t h e  r e s t  of t h e  
company, except  f o r  when they came i n  f o r  a l i t t l e  r e s t .  Most 
of t h e  time we were on g r i d  s e c u r i t y  o r  base s e c u r i t y  o r  
something. 

Q How about t h e  men i n  t h e  mortar p la toon who had 
gone through with you? Did you d i scuss  it with them, o r  d i d  
you hear  them d i scuss ing  it among themselves? 
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A. No. 

Q. So, a s  f a r  a s  you know, t h e r e  was no i n v e s t i -
g a t i o n  conducted i n t o  t h e  My Lai ( 4 )  a s s a u l t .  Is t h a t  c o r r e c t ?  

A. A s  low i n  t h e  chain of command as  I am, nothing 
e v e r  goes through me. 

Q I mean, knowing t h a t  nothing e v e r  goes through 
you, I am t a l k i n g  again about t h e  s c u t t l e b u t t .  You know, 
how rumors go i n  t h e  A r m y .  They can go p r e t t y  f a s t .  

A. It might have been a rumor, b u t  I d i d n ' t  hear  
about it. 

Q. You were n o t  t o l d  t o  d i s c u s s  o r  n o t  t o  d i s c u s s  
whatever you had seen. Is t h a t  c o r r e c t ?  

A. Tha t ' s  c o r r e c t .  

Q No one eve r  t o l d  you t o  keep q u i e t  about t h i s ?  

A. No. 

c! Did you h e a r ,  a t  any ti~ue,t h a t  tilere mdy have been 
some burning of v i l l a g e s  and some k i l l i n g s  of  innocent  c i -
v i l i a n s  i n  t h e  a r e a  of My Khe ( 4 ) ,  Co Lay (1), Co Lay ( 2 ) ,  o r  
Co Lay ( 3 ) ,  a l l  of which a r e  along t h e  seacoas t  i n  t h i s  a rea  
of opera t ion?  

A. J u s t  before  I was d ischarqed,  I read an a r t i c l e  
-in. The S t a r s  and S t r i p e s  t h a t  s a i d  t h a t . w e  had k i l l e d  128. 
And some l i e u t e n a n t  from some o t h e r  company--

Q. ( In te rpos ing)  When was t h i s ?  

A. I w a s  discharged June 9 t h ,  s o  it was before  June 
9 th .  It was maybe t h e  beginning of June o r  something. 

Q.  Now, the a reas  t o  which I j u s t  r e f e r r e d  were 
n o t .a r e a s ,  a s  f a r  a s  I know, where 'Company C went on 
t h i s  opera t ion .  

A. This i s  t h e  f i r s t  I heard about t h e  opera t ion ,  
you know, s i n c e  i t  happened. 
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Q - M r .  ARCOREN, the nex t  ques t ion  I am going 
t o  ask you is somewhat a  mat ter  of opinion,  too. I f  
you f e e l  l i k e  you want t o  d iscuss  t h i s  with your counsel 
before  you answer, I c e r t a i n l y  want you t o  feel free 
t o  do so. Could you t e l l  m e  what t h e  a t t i t u d e  of t h e  
members of  Char l ie  Company, genera l ly ,  towards t h e  Vietnamese 
was a t  about t h e  t i m e  of t h i s  opera t ion .  And, i f  you can, 
why you th ink t h a t  they had t h i s  a t t i t u d e ?  

A. I had never been wi th  t h e  company o u t  
i n  the f i e l d  before  t h a t  t i m e ,  s o  I c a n ' t  r e a l l y  say 
how they f e l t  towards them. 

Q. Well, how about t h e  men i n  t h e  mortar 
platoon? D i d  they have any p a r t i c u l a r  f e e l i n g s ,  one 
way o r  the o ther?  

A. Not r e a l l y .  

Q My next  ques t ion  would be t o  d i f f e r e n t i a t e  
between what I would c a l l  t h e  South Vietnamese, who 
were f r i end ly ,  and t h e  VC, i n  genera l .  Was t he r e  any 
p a r t i c u l a r  f ee l i ngs  aga ins t  t h e  VC? 

A. I th ink everybody r e a l l y  had t h e i r  own 
opinion, but  my opinion i s  I d i d n ' t  ca re  f o r  t h e  VC. 
It was e i t h e r  them o r  us. 

(COL WILSON entered  t he  hearing.)  

Q =  Who did they consider  t o  be t he  VC? Would 
you consider  j u s t  everybody i n  t h i s  M y  Lai ( 4 )  a rea  
a s  p o t e n t i a l  VC? 

A. I d o n ' t  want t o  answer t h a t  quest ion.  

MR WEST: W e  w i l l  t ake  a  recess  a t  t h i s  time. 

(The hearing recessed a t  1654 hours, 
6 January 19 70.  ) 
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(The hear ing  reconvened a t  1656 hours ,  6 January 
1970.) 

MRWEST: The heaxing w i l l  come t o  o rde r .  

RCDR: A l l  persons who were p r e s e n t  when t h e  
hear ing  recessed  a r e  again p r e s e n t .  

(The wi tness  was reminded t h a t  he was 
s t i l l  under o a t h ,  and t e s t i f i e d  a s  fol lows:)  

COL MILLER: I have a few ques t ions  t h a t  I would l i k e  
t o  ask be fo re  w e  f i n i s h  f o r  t h e  day, M r .  ARCOREN. 
It appeared t h a t  t h i s  a c t i o n  a t  My Lai ( 4 )  was n o t  
an ord inary  a c t i o n ,  and t h i n g s  turned o u t  somewhat 
d i f f e r e n t  than t h e  commanders had expected.  There 
were s i g n i f i c a n t  numbers of c i v i l i a n s  who were k i l l e d .  
I wonder i f  you could and would be w i l l i n g  t o  exp la in  
i n  your own words your assessment of j u s t  e x a c t l y  
what d id  happened a t  My Lai ( 4 )  t h a t  day? 

A. Would you expla in  t h a t  f u r t h e r ?  

Q Normally, i f  you d o n ' t  r ece ive  a l o t  of 
opposition, you are not  y u i ~ l ~Lo i i se  very m i i e h .  YGG 
t e s t i f i e d  e a r l i e r  t h a t  you heard a l o t  of f i r i n g  going 
on i n  f r o n t  of you as  t h e  o t h e r  t roops  went through 
the  v i l l a g e .  A s  you went through, you saw a s i g n i -
f i c a n t  number of dead bodies ,  many of whom were c i v i l i a n s ,  
women and c h i l d r e n ,  o l d  men, and noncombatants. You saw 
ind iv idua l  bodies  i n  one p lace  and then  another .  I t ' s  
no t  normal t h a t  t h e s e  people would be k i l l e d  a s  combatants. 
Do you f e e l  t h a t  t h e r e  was a l ack  of command and c o n t r o l ;  
t h a t  t h e  t roops  suddenly l o s t  t h e i r  own c o n t r o l ?  I am 
n o t  t r y i n g  t o  put  words i n  your mouth. I f  you have 
formed any opinion of your own, t h a t ' s  what I'm asking 
you f o r .  

A. No, I d i d n ' t  form any opinions.  I never 
r e a l l y  thought about t h i s  u n t i l  I s t a r t e d  reading  
about it i n  t h e  papers .  

Q. My next  ques t ion  i s  c l o s e l y  r e l a t e d  t o  t h i s .  
Why do you th ink  t h e r e  were s o  many c i v i l i a n s  k i l l e d  i n  
My Lai ( 4 )  ? 
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A. I r e a l l y  d o n Z tknow. 

Q Have you ever  wondered why t h i s  was no t  
more f u l l y  repor ted  o r  made pub l i c  a t  t h e  t i m e  o r  
s h o r t l y  a f t e r  t h e  time? 

A. W e l l ,  when I read about it i n  The S t a r s  
and S t r i p e s  I thought t h a t  w a s  it. 

Q You w e r e  wi th  t h e  Ill31 Brigade during
t h e  e n t i r e  time they w e r e  processing i n  Hawaii t r a i n -
i n g  and g e t t i n g  ready t o  come overseas. Do you r e c a l l  
whether t he  brigade conducted i n s t r u c t i o n s  i n  r u l e s  
of land warfare and t h e  t reatment  of p r i soners  of 
war? 

A. I don ' t  th ink  I can answer t h a t  quest ion.  

Q You may have read i n  the papers no t  long 
ago t h a t  someone thought marijuana contr ibuted  t o  the 
r eac t i on  of t h e  s o l d i e r s  i n  My Lai ( 4 ) .  To your know-
ledge,  o r  on t h e  b a s i s  of rumors o r  any information 
a s  it may have come t o  you, do you know of any problems 
t h a t  had a r i s en  i n  Company C with respec t  t o  the use 
of marijuana? 

A. It was no problem. No. 

Q Have you heard t h a t  t he r e  was any l a r g e  
s c a l e  use of marijuana by any of t he  men of Company C? 

A. I had read t h a t  t h e r e  were over 90 percent  
i n  Vietnam us ing it. 

Q You read t h i s  i n  t h e  papers t h e  o the r  
day, I th ink.  I am asking you t o  r e c a l l  what your 
knowledge o r  your understanding was a t  t h e  t i m e  you 
were i n  Vietnam, no t  what you may have read i n  t h e  
papers ? 

A. I d o n ' t  th ink  I - - I ' m  no t  going t o  answer 
t h a t  ques t ion .  
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Q D o  you th ink  t h e r e  was a s i g n i f i c a n t  amount 
of marijuana used by t h e  t roops  on t h e  day they  went 
i n t o  My Lai  ( 4 )  ? 

A .  I d o n ' t  t h ink  t h e r e  was any use a t  a l l .  
We j u s t  woke up, had b r e a k f a s t ,  and went. 

Q Afte r  t h e  My Lai ( 4 )  i n c i d e n t ,  what was 
t h e  na tu re  of t h e  missions t o  which Company C was 
assigned? 

A. They s t ayed  i n  t h e  f i e l d  q u i t e  a b i t .  

Q Did they go on a s s a u l t  missions? 

A. Assaul t ,  yes .  

Q Do you r e c a l l  whether they  went on what 
w e  c a l l  a r i c e  o r  food d e n i a l  mission a t  any t ime;  
where they we,nt ou t  t o  p r o t e c t  t h e  r i c e  crops? 

A. Most of t h e  time a f t e r  t h a t ,  I was e i t h e r  
i n  base camp o r  I was on t h e  r idge .  I d i d n ' t  ha rd ly  
gc o a t  a f t e r  t h a t .  

& We have covered a f a i r l y  wide range of  
s u b j e c t s  today. I t h i n k  you know t h e  genera l  na tu re  
of t h e  informat ion  w e  a r e  t r y i n g  t o  ob ta in .  Can you 
t h i n k  of anything e l s e  t h a t  you could t e l l  us t h a t  
might be of  h e l p  t o  us?  

A. The company was i n  t h e  f i e l d  f o r  q u i t e  
some time be fo re  I l e f t .  

Q I was t h ink ing  n o t  only of my l a s t  q u e s t i o n ,  
b u t  anything t h a t  we have covered today o r  anything 
t h a t  I might have missed. 

A. A t  one time--I d o n ' t  know i f  it happened 
a couple of t imes o r  not .  This  one time they brought 
c l o t h e s ,  food,  and medicine t o  us  o u t  i n  t h e  f i e l d .  
We changed r i g h t  t h e r e ,  cleaned up i n  t h e  r i v e r  t h a t  
was running t h e r e ,  and we s e n t  our  d i r t y  c l o t h e s  and 
s t u f f  i n .  
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Q When you came down t o  LZ Dottie t o  pa r t i -
c ipate  i n  this M y  Lai (4 )  incident,  were you to ld  how 
long you should expect t o  be i n  the  f i e l d .  How long 
this operation would be? 

A. No, not t h a t  I can remember. 

Q .  That you might be out there  a  week, 1 0  
days, o r  a 30-day operation? 

A. That's usually about as long as you a re  
expected t o  s t ay  anyway, o r  a week, o r  10 days, o r  
something l i k e  tha t .  

Q Were you surprised when you came back i n  
on the t h i r d  day? 

A. ' Not rea l ly ,  no. 

Q I s n ' t  t ha t  shor te r  than most of your missions? 

A .  ' Like I sa id ,  t h a t  was the  f i r s ta .one  tha t  
I had ever been on. 

Q - D o  yml have anything else you m i q h t  be 
able t o  add? I f  you want t o  discuss i t  with your 
counsel, go r igh t  ahead. 

A .  There is nothing t h a t - I  have, sir. 

COL MILLER: M r .  ARCOREN, I request tha t  yon not d i r e c t l y ,  
o r  though others,  discuss your testimony w i t h  any person 
who may have connected with t h i s  incident ,  who has been 
o r  may be a witness fo r  t h i s  investigation.  

I rea l i ze  t h a t  t h i s  can ' t  be a prohibit ion 
forever,  but  a t  l e a s t  f o r  the time being. One of our 
reasons f o r  asking t h i s  i s  t h a t  w e  are  t rying t o  g e t  
testimony from each witness as bes t  we can the way he 
remembers it, without being o r  having h i s  memory refreshed 
by what might be f a l s e  f ac t s  t o  h i m .  I ' m  sure your 
testimony has been colored i n  pa r t  by some of the  
things you read i n  the papers, things you may have 
forgotten about. It is almost impossible t o  separate 
what you remember from what you have read. 

APP T-69 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

What have s a i d  does n o t  apply i n  t h e  
even t  you a r e  c a l l e d  o r  ordered t o  t e s t i f y  be fo re  an 
a d m i n i s t r a t i v e ,  l e g i s l a t i v e ,  o r  j u d i c i a l  t r i b u n a l .  
Cer ta in ly ,  a t  any t ime,  you may d i s c u s s  t h i s  with 
e i t h e r  your c u r r e n t  counsel o r  any o t h e r  counsel  you 
may have. Do you have any ques t ions  before  w e  r e c e s s ?  

A. Like you s a i d ,  t h e r e  a r e  some t h i n g s  t h a t  
I might have read  o r  something, b u t  t h e r e  a r e  c e r t a i n  
th ings  t h a t  I do remember. I d o n ' t  know; I c a n ' t  
r e a l l y  s o r t  them. 

Q W e l l ,  i f  a t  any f u t u r e  t i m e  you can t h i n k  
of something t h a t  you f e e l  may be of importance t o  
us ,  o r  you come across  n o t e s ,  l e t t e r s ,  o r  anything 
e l s e  which could c o n t r i b u t e  t o  our  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  
I would apprec ia te  it i f  you would e i t h e r  l e t  me know 
o r  i f  you would mail  it t o  us .  Under t h e  circumstances,  
I f e e l  s u r e  you would want t o  do t h i s  only upon advice 
of counsel ,  and t h e  cap ta in  w i l l  be a v a i l a b l e  f o r  t h a t  
purpose. I would s i n c e r e l y  reques t  t h a t  i f  you can 
th ink  of anything,  o r  f i n d  anything,  you w i l l  cont inue 
t o  cooperate .  Colonel WILSON would l i k e  t o  go over  
some photographs wl th  you s e p a r a t e l y .  I t h i n k  you 
have done t h i s  be fo re .  I ' m  n o t  s u r e  whether they  a r e  
t h e  same photographs o r  o t h e r  photographs. I thank 
you very much f o r  coming and l e t t i n g  us  t a k e  up your 
t i m e ,  r e a l i z i n g  it was very d i f f i c u l t .  We do thank 
you f o r  your con t r ibu t ion .  

Q Do you have anything e l s e ,  Captain? 

I C :  Not f o r  t h e  record .  

MR WEST: This hea r ing  w i l l  r ecess .  

(The hear ing  recessed  a t  1747 hours ,  6 January 
1970 .) 

(The hea r ing  reconvened a t  1755 
hours ,  6 January 1970. ) 

COL WILSON: The hear ing  w i l l  come t o  o rde r .  COL 
WILSON is presen t .  
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(The wi tness  w a s  reminded t h a t  he  was s t i l l  
under o a t h  and test i £i e d  as fol lows :,) 

COL WILSON: For t h e  r ecord ,  the wi tness  has  been 
o r i e n t e d  on t h e  a e r i a l  photograph (Exhibi t  P-1) and t h e  
1:25,000 map sheet (Exhibi t  MAP-4) . I want t o  ask you 
a couple o f  t r a i n i n g  ques t ions  be fo re  w e  g e t  s t a r t e d .  
You w e r e  w i th  t h e  br igade  p r i o r  t o  l eav ing  Hawaii? 

A.  Yes, sir. 

Q Were you given any s p e c i a l  t r a i n i n g  i n  
t h e  handl ing of p r i s o n e r s  of w a r  and noncombatants? 

A. I d o n ' t  want t o  answer--no answer. 

9 No answer? I would l i k e  t o  show you Exh ib i t s  
M-3 and M-2, f a c s i m i l e s  of two pocket-size cards .  M-4 
i s  a l s o  on t h e  s h e e t ,  b u t  I ' m  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  M-2 and M-3. 
M-2 i s  e n t i t l e d ,  "Nine Rules," and M-3 i s  e n t i t l e d ,  
"The Enemy I n  Your Hands." Have you e v e r  seen  e i t h e r  
of  those  cards  (handing the e x h i b i t s  t o  t h e  wi tness)  ? 

I C :  W e ' r e  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  M-2 and M - 3 ?  

Q M-2 and M-3 only.  

A.  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  s ee ing  these .  

Q You d o n ' t  r e c a l l  s ee ing  t h e s e  cards  a t  
a l l ?  Both of t h e s e  cards  have t h e  MACV i n s i g n i a  on 
them, and t h i s  would have been red .  You s t i l l  d o n ' t  
r e c a l l  s ee ing  them? 

A. No, I don ' t .  

Q When you a r r i v e d  i n  Vietnam, d i d  you rece ive  
any t r a i n i n g  i n  t h e  handl ing of p r i s o n e r s  of war and 
noncombatants? 

A. Would you r e p e a t  the ques t ion?  

Q When you a r r i v e d  i n  Vietnam from Hawaii, 
I ' m  assuming here  t h a t  you came over  wi th  C/1/20,  d id  
you rece ive  any t r a i n i n g  on t h e  methods of handl ing 
p r i soners  of war o r  noncombatants? 
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A. No, 1 d i d n ' t .  

Q Do you r e c a l l  r ece iv ing  5 days o r  1 week 
of t r a i n i n g  when you a r r ived?  

A .  There was s o r t  of a l i t t l e  t r a i n i n g  t h e r e ,  
and a l l  we d id  was went ou t  and f i r e d  a l i t t l e  b i t .  

F i red  your weapon? 

Yes. 

Booby t r a p s ?  

Oh, yes .  I remember t h a t .  

Q Mines ? 

A. Mines; booby t r a p s .  And we went through 
a mock v i l l a g e .  

Q Mock v i l l a g e ?  

A. Yes. 

& I n  the v i l l a g e ,  d i d  they  p lay  t h e  procedures
f o r  handl ing p r i soners  of war? . 

A. I won't  answer t h a t  ques t ion .  

Q We have a s e r i e s  of photographs, and I ' l l  
ask you t o  look through t h e s e  photographs. They a r e  
a l l  numbered by e x h i b i t  number. And where you can 
i d e n t i f y  t h e  photograph, I ' l l  ask you t o  w r i t e  t h e  
number down i f  you can i d e n t i f y  e i t h e r  t h e  p l a c e  o r  
the  person. I w i l l  ask you some ques t ions  on them. 

A .  Was t h i s  anytime dur ing  my s t a y  i n  Vietnam? 

Q Yes. A s  f a r  a s  w e  have been a b l e  t o  de te r -
mine, i n  most c a s e s ,  it i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  a l l  of t h e s e  
photographs were taken  i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  of My Lai ( 4 )  
o r  a t  f i r e  base Dot t i e .  If you c a n ' t  recognize any 
of them j u s t  pass  them over.  
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(The w3tness and h i s  counsel  proceeded t o  
look through t h e  photographs given t o  them by COL 
WILSON. ) 

Q P-3, do you know where t h i s  l o c a t i o n  i s ?  

A. NO, I don ' t .  

Q. You w e r e  i n  t h e  mor tar  p la toon,  i s  that 
c o r r e c t ?  

A. That is correct. 

Q W a s  MAURO i n  t h e  mortar  platoon? 

A. NO, he wasn ' t .  

Q . P-13, do you recognize t h a t  a rea?  Do 
you know where you stopped when you w e r e  i n  t h i s  p o s i t i o n ?  

A .  W e  had j u s t  come o u t  and t h a t ' s  where they 
medevac'd CARTER. 

Q. So you j u s t  came ou t  of t h e  v i l l a g e  on 
t h e  south  s i d e ?  

A. Right.  

Q The h e l i c o p t e r  landed somewhere t o  t h e  
l e f t  of the  photograph? 

A. Right. 

Q D o  you f i n d  your l o c a t i o n  i n  this column? 

A. I w a s  back h e r e  ( i n d i c a t i n g ) .  It w a s  
somewhere towards t h e  back. 

Q I b e l i e v e  t h i s  i s  FAGAN h e r e  with t h e  
p l o t t i n g  board? 

A. Y e s .  

Q You w e r e  behind FAGAN? 
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A. I might have been r i g h t  behind him o r  
i n  f r o n t  o f  him. 

Q Actual ly ,  you were i n  t h e  column, then?  

A. Yes. 

Q Who is t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  i n  t h e  f r o n t ,  t h e  
f i r s t  man i n  the  column? Do you know? 

A. He was one of t h e  F O ' s ,  b u t  I d o n ' t  remember 
h i s  name. 

Q Does t h e  name ALAUX mean anything? 
" . 

A. It could be.  

Q - - P-16,. what do you r e c a l l  about t h a t  photo-
graph? 

A. This and those two o t h e r  ones,  they  look 
the  same t o  me. 

Q How f a r  was t h i s  l o c a t i o n  from where CARTER 
was evacuated? 

A. I t  was up, and i n  towards t h e  middle. 

Q It was back i n t o  t h e  v i l l a g e ,  i s  t h a t  
r i g h t ?  

A.- Right.  

Q Did you s e e  t h i s  a f t e r  o r  be fo re  CARTER 
was evacuated? 

A. Af ter .  

Q When CARTER was evacuated,  you went back 
i n t o  t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

A. We went up t h e  pa th  away, and then  back. 
It seems l i k e  we were c u t t i n g  towards t h e  r i v e r .  
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Q * HOW f a r  back i n t o  t h e  v i l l a g e  d i d  you go? 

A. I c o u l d n ' t  s ay ,  because I d i d n ' t  know 
how f a r  t h e  o t h e r  s i d e  was. 

Q P-17, what do you remember about t h a t ?  

A. That ' s  t h e  same photo as  t h e  o t h e r  one. 
We were j u s t  g e t t i n g  o u t ,  and ready t o  move on again.  

Q So t h i s  photo was taken i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  
of where CARTER was evacuated? 

A. Yes, s i r .  There ' s  Sergeant  MARONEY and 
the  l i e u t e n a n t .  And t h e  o t h e r  p i c t u r e  was taken from 
a d i f f e r e n t  angle .  

Q From where was CARTER evacuated? 

A. Somewhere r i g h t  about he re  ( i n d i c a t i n g  
on Exh ib i t  P-1) . 
Q P-31, what do you remember about P-31? 

A. I t  seems t o  m e  l i k e  t h a t  p i c t u r e  was taken 
when we were headed o u t  of t h e  v i l l a g e  i n t o  another  
p lace .  

Q You' re t e l l i n g  me t h a t  you had a l r eady  
swept t h e  v i l l a g e  and were going o u t ,  is t h a t  r i g h t ?  

A. I t  looks l i k e  t h a t  p i c t u r e .  

Q You c a n ' t  say f o r  su re?  

A. No. 

Q Do you remember see ing  t h e s e  bodies? 

A. It does loolc l ike  t h e  p i c t u r e  when we 
were leaving.  

Q When you were l eav ing  t h e  v i l l a g e ?  You 
n o t i c e  some l i v e  c a t t l e  back t h e r e .  Is  t h a t  unusual? 
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A,  Yes, because i f  w e  were coming up t h i s  
way they  would have been dead. 

A. That i s  t h e  same photograph as  t h e  previous 
v i l l a g e ,  one of  t h e  houses burning.  

Q What about t h e s e  bodies  burning when you 
saw t h i s  house burning? Did you s e e  t h e  bodies  burning? 

A. Right.  

Q How d id  they g e t  burning m a t e r i a l  over  
them? 

A. I d o n ' t  know. That was going when w e  
s t a r t e d  t o  go 'through. 

Q P-34 i s  t h e  same l o c a t i o n  a s  P-33? 

A. Yes. 

A. T h a t ' s  where we came upon--here's where 
we were s i t t i n g ,  r i g h t  back he re .  

Q You're po in t ing  t o  t h e  a e r i a l  photograph 
again.  You're po in t ing  t o  t h e  north-south road leaving  
My Lai  ( 4 ) .  How do you remember t h a t  s o  c l e a r l y ?  

A. Because w e  s t ayed  along t h i s  edge h e r e  
f o r  a long way u n t i l  w e  c u t  t h i s  way. 

-Q And you remember t h e s e  bodies  a s  being 
along t h i s  north-south road,  on t h e  southern  s i d e  of 
t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

A. I ' m  p r e t t y  s u r e  w e  d i d n ' t  go much f a r t h e r  
than t h a t .  
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Was t h i s  n e a r  t h e  ayea where CARTER was evacua ted?  

Y e s ,  t o  t h e  east  of  i t .  

How f a r  t o  t h e  e a s t ?  

I d o n ' t  know. 

Q Now, l e t ' s  t a k e  t h e  a e r i a l  photograph and 
s e e  i f  w e  can r e c a l l  what happened. Our ev idence  i n d i c a t e s  
t h a t  t h e  l and ing  zone was on t h e  w e s t  s i d e  of the. v i l l a g e .  
Do you ag ree  w i t h  t h i s ?  

(COL WILSON subsequent ly  marks E x h i b i t  P-1 t o  
i n d i c a t e  MR ARCOREN'S r o u t e  through My La i  ( 4 ) ,  and t h e  
l o c a t i o n  of e v e n t s  and photographs which h e  i d e n t i f i e s .  
The anno ta t ed  photo i s  l a t e r  admi t ted  as E x h i b i t  P-144. )  

A. Y e s .  

Q Do you remember which l i f t  you came i n  on? 

A. I b e l i e v e  i t  was t h e  l a s t  one. W e  w e r e  t h e  l a s t  
one. 

(2 The l a s t  ones i n .  How f a r  from t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  
was t n e  edge of t h e  v i i l a g e ?  

A. About 50 me te r s .  

Q F i f t y  
as you faced  t h e  
l e f t  dour?  

meters  ? 
forward 

When you g o t  o u t  o f  
end ,  d i d  you g e t  o u t  

t h e  h e l i c o p t e r ,  
of  the r i g h t  o r  

A. The r i g h t .  

Q So, you w e r e  f a c i n g  t h e  v i l l a g e  when you g o t  o u t ?  

A. No. We came i n  from t h i s  way. W e  go t  o u t  t h i s  
way, and w e  s e t  up t h e  pe r ime te r .  And I r a n  around t h i s  way 
( i n d i c a t i n g )  , 

Q You had t o  go around t h e  h e l i c o p t e r .  Did you have 
the gun, o r  were you c a r r y i n g  ammo? 

A. I w a s  c a r r y i n g  t h e  b a s e  p l a t e .  
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Q - You w e r e  carrying t h e  base p la te .  D i d  you s e t  
the weapon up on t h e  l anding  zone? 

A ,  Right. 

4 0 A  APP T-69 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

Q .- D i d  you put  t h e  gun i n  a c t i o n  i n  a ho le ,  a  depress ion ,  
o r  was it on l e v e l  ground? 

A. It was j u s t  on t h e  r i c e  paddy on l e v e l  ground. 

Q .Do you remember t h i s  north-south t r e e  l i n e  here?  

A. No, I d o n ' t .  

Q Do you remember o u t  on t h e  landing  zone? 

A. No, I don ' t .  

Q Do you r e c a l l  an embankment on t h e  s i d e  of t h e  
v i l l a g e  where t h e  p la toons  were forming? 

A. Whzt p la toons?  

Q. F i r s t  and second. They w e r e  i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  by t h e  
time you g o t  t h e r e .  You say  you e s t a b l i s h e d  a per imeter?  

A. Around t h e  gun. 

Q. You d o n ' t  remember t h i s  t r e e  l i n e ?  Do you remem-
b e r  how f a r  from t h e  v i l l a g e  t h e  gun was? 

A. No. 

Q. But you say your h e l i c o p t e r  landed about 50 
meters away? 

A. Approximately where w e  s e t  up t h e  gun, some-
where around i n  t h e r e .  I cou ldn ' t  s ay  e x a c t l y .  

Q Can you r e c a l l  t h e  edge of  t h e  v i l l a g e  as  t o  
whether you landed towards t h e  c e n t e r  of t h e  v i l l a g e ,  o r  on 
the  nor th  s i d e ,  o r  on t h e  south?  

A. W e  went t o  t h i s  l i t t l e  t r e e  l i n e  and w e  crossed 
t h i s  f i e l d  ( i n d i c a t i n g )  . I d o n ' t  know which f i e l d .  

Q - You were about 50 meters  o u t  from t h i s  ( i n d i c a t i n g ) ?  

A. Right.  
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Q A t  the h e l i c o p t e r  where you set t h e  gun up, how 
long d i d  t h e  gun s t a y  assembled be fo re  you moved i n t o  t h e  
v i l l a g e ?  

A .  It was q u i t e  a whi le .  About one-half hour to 
4 5  minutes.  

Q Now, when you went i n t o  t h e  v i l l a g e ,  d i d  you fo l low 
any p a r t i c u l a r  u n i t ,  o r  d id  you move wi th  t h e  CP group, o r  what? 

A.  W e  were wi th  t h e  CP group. 

Q Did t h e  mortar platoon s t a y  toge the r  t h e  whole 
t ime? 

A. Y e s .  

Q Where was t h e  3d Platoon? 

A.  I d o n ' t  know. I d i d n ' t  even s e e  them a t  a l l .  
They were i n  f r o n t  of us  somewhere. 

Q. When you moved i n t o  t h e  v i l l a g e ,  do you r e c a l l  
whether you moved t o  t h e  c e n t e r  of  t h e  v i l l a g e ,  o r  moved 
south? 

A. I t  seems t o  me w e  zigzagged. 

Q I s e e .  But you came o u t  somewhere where CARTER 
was wounded. 

A .  Right . 
Q Did you come out  be fo re  t h a t ?  Did you hit the  
edge of t h e  v i l l a g e  before  t h a t ,  o r  about t h e  edge of that 
l o c a t i o n ?  

A. I th ink  we h i t  t h e  edge be fo re  he was wounded. 
When we came h e r e ,  CARTER was ly ing  back, and he was wounded. 

Q So you came i n .  Did you head d i r e c t l y  sou th ,  o r  
d id  you k ind  of angle  o f f ?  

A. We were s o r t  of going back and f o r t h .  I d o n ' t  
know. 
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Q So you moved south  when you came t o  t h e  edge of 
the  v i l l a g e .  Would you say you came t o  t h e  edge of t h e  v i l l a g e  
considering t h i s  north-south road he re  back i n  t h i s  a rea  
somewhere? 

A. There were some t r e e s  and they  were o f f  t o  the--
as  you came t o  t h e  edge of  t h e  v i l l a g e ,  they  were o f f  t o  
t h e  l e f t  f r o n t .  

Q Well, t h i s  t r a i l  along h e r e  ( i n d i c a t i n g )  ,
t h e r e  w e r e  trees a l l  t h e  way along it. When you reached 
the  edge of t h e  v i l l a g e ,  could you look o f f  and s e e  t h i s  
H i l l  85? 

A .  I d o n ' t  remember looking f o r  it. 

Q Do you remember where t h e s e  bodies  were when 
you poin ted  o u t  t o  t h a t  road? 

A. It seem l i k e  they were t h e r e  ( i n d i c a t i n g ) .  

Q Did you come ou t  about t h a t  l o c a t i o n ?  

Q. So you would have come o u t  somewhere, g e n e r a l l y ,  
along i n  he re?  Now, when you h i t  t h e  edge of  t h e  v i l l a g e ,  
genera l ly  along t h e  sou th ,  about how f a r  d i d  you go before  
you reached t h e  l o c a t i o n  where CARTER was wounded? 

A. It seems t o  m e  w e  came ( i n d i c a t i n g )--

Q. ( In te rpos ing)  F a r t h e r  back? 

A. Yes, and w e  came t o  t h e  edge. Captain MEDINA t o l d  
us t o  set up a per imeter  f o r  a landing  zone f o r  t h e  h e l i c o p t e r .  

Q You came more d i r e c t l y  l i k e  t h i s ,  i s  t h a t  c o r r e c t ?  

A .. Right. 

Q .  Down t h i s  way ( i n d i c a t i n g )  and then  h i t  t h e  edge 
of t h e  road? 

A .  Right.  
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Q . You t h i n k  CARTER was wounded about how f a r  up 
t h e  a rea  a f t e r  you h i t  t h e  edge? 

A. ' I couldn I t  s a y ,  bu t  they  were ca r ry ing  h i m  
towards t h i s  way when w e  g o t  t h e r e .  

Q And you moved along t h e  edge of t h e  v i l l a g e  a 
ways, i s  t h a t  c o r r e c t ?  

(Witness nods h i s  head i n  t h e  a f f i r m a t i v e . )  

So you t h i n k  he was wounded i n  t h i s  a r e a  
( i n d i c a t i n g )  about t h a t  i n t e r s e c t i n g  north-south road? 

A. The medevac came i n  somewhere r i g h t  about here 
( i n d i c a t i n g )  . 
Q So CARTER had t o  be wounded about h e r e  ( i n d i c a t i n g )  
and according t o  CARTER, t o  k ind  of fix--although he was 
wounded and probably h u r t i n g ,  and I'm n o t  s u r e  his memory was 
a l t o g e t h e r  c o r r e c t ,  he s a i d  t h a t  i t  was only a few meters  
from where he was wounded t o  where he g o t  on t h e  medevac, 
which p u t s  him p r e t t y  c l o s e  t o  t h e  edge of t h e  v i l l a g e  
on t h e  south.  And you th ink  it was g e n e r a l l y  r i g h t  i n  
here  ( i n d i c a t i n g )  somewhere? 

A. Y e s ,  because , t h i s  is  where, when he was wounded, 
they c a l l e d  i n  t h e  medevac. W e  a l l  j u s t  s a t  down a longs ide  
of t h e  t r a i l  t h e r e .  . . 

Q.  P o i n t  1 is t h e  genera l  l o c a t i o n  where CARTER 
was wounded (marking Exh ib i t  P-144) . 
A. W e  were a l l  s i t t i n g  a longs ide  t h e  l i t t l e  t r a i l  
t ak ing  a l i t t l e  break. 

a .  From where do you t h i n k  he was evacuated? Back 
over  here?  

A. I d o n ' t  know. W e  s e t  up t h e  per imeter  r i g h t  
around where he was evacuated. 

Q. The approximate a r e a ,  p o i n t  2 ,  i s  where CARTER was 
evacuated (marking Exhibi t  P-144)  . 
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The Task Force BARKER log  records  CARTER'S 
wound a s  t ak ing  p lace  a t  1020 and h i s  evacuat ion a t  
1030. Does t h i s  seem l i k e  t h e  r i g h t  t iming? 

A. Y e s ,  t h a t  could be it. 

Q. About LO minutes from t h e  t ime he was wounded 
u n t i l  he was evacuated. 

A. Then, we j u s t  s a t  a longs ide  t h e  h i l l  a f t e r  t h a t .  

Q Afte r  he was evacuated,  d i d  you move out  imme-
d i a t e l y ?  

A. No. 

Q When you moved o f f ,  d i d  you s t a y  along t h e  edge 
of t h e  v i l l a g e ,  or  d i d  you go back i n t o  t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

A. We s t ayed  along t h e r e  f o r  a whi le ,  and then  w e  
c u t  back i n .  

Q . How f a r  back i n  d i d  you go? 

A. I d o n ' t  know. I th ink  we must have gone somewhere 
s t r a i g h t  up t h a t  way ( i n d i c a t i n g ) .  

Q Now, when you h i t  t h e  edge of t h e  v i l l a g e ,  d id  
you h i t  it on t h e  south s i d e ?  

A. More t o  t h e  nor th .  

More t o  t h e  nor th  than  t h i s  ( i n d i c a t i n g ) ?  

A. Yes, somewhere along i n  h e r e  ( i n d i c a t i n g )  . 
Q Did you come t h a t  f a r  ou t?  

A. It seems l i k e  t o  me we d id .  

Q Was t h i s  t h e  mortar  p la toon ,  o r  were you s t i l l  w i t h  
t he  command group? 

A .  We w e r e  i n  t h e  command group. W e  have t o  be wi th  
t h e  command group. 

Q. You th ink  i t  was up h e r e  ( i n d i c a t i n g ) ?  
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A. Yes. 

Q When you reached t h e  edge of t h e  v i l l a g e ,  d i d  
anything happen? 

A. No. 

Q .  Did you continue t o  move? 

We j u s t  k e p t  on going. 

Q You moved across  t h e  paddies and l e f t  t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

A. Y e s .  I t h i n k  we went t o  another  v i l l a g e ,  and then  
we a t e  d inner .  

Q You went t o  another  v i l l a g e ?  

A. E i t h e r  t h a t  o r  I was i n  t h a t  v i l l a g e .  

Q. You don' t r e c a l l ?  

A. N o .  

Q Did you s e e  anything unusual o u t  i n  t h i s  a r e a  on 
the  o t h e r  s i d e  of t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

A .  No. 

Q Did you s e e  anything unusual t h a t  could be 
pointed o u t  along t h e  r o u t e  of march which w e  have i n d i -
ca ted ,  a s ide  from CARTER'S wound and h i s  evacuat ion? 

A. No. 

Q And you d o n ' t  r e c a l l  what happened when you 
reached the end of t h e  v i l l a g e ,  o r  where you went a f t e r  t h a t ?  

A. No. 

Q .  A l l  of t h e s e  photographs h e r e ,  which a r e  P-7, 
P-8, P-9,  and P-10, were t h e  l o c a t i o n  where CARTER w a s  
wounded. These are photos of Sergeant  CARTER'S l o c a t i o n ,  
where he was wounded. Do you remember, i n  photo P-9, do 
you remember t h i s  b u i l d i n g  behind CARTER? 

A. Not r e a l l y ,  no. 
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Q. You know t h i s  photo and i f  you look a t  t h i s  photo
it w i l l  show CARTER being c a r r i e d  away t o  t h e  h e l i c o p t e r .  I t  
looks l i k e  an i n t e r s e c t i n g  t r a i l  h e r e ,  o r  it cou'd be a 
tunne l ,  bu t  it looks l i k e  an i n t e r s e c t i n g  t r a i l .  What I a m  . 
t r y i n g  t o  r e a l l y  determine i s  whether t h i s  i s  t h e  same t r a i l  
t h a t  those bodies  were on? 

A. Which do you mean, t h a t  road going nor th  and 
south? 

Q Yes. 

A. I doubt it. 

Q You d o n ' t  t h i n k  so .  P-11 and P-12 show CARTER 
being evacuated. Now, P-13, again we have a s t r u c t u r e  back 
he re ,  and a t r a i l .  The t r a i l  appears t o  be on t h e  s i d e  of t h e  
v i l l a g e ,  and i f  photographs were taken c l o s e  t o g e t h e r ,  t h e  
column i s  looking out  over  open f i e l d s  o r  r i c e  paddies.  
There i s  no road h e r e ,  except  t h e  road t h a t  runs by the  
v i l l a g e .  There i s  no north-south road. This appears t o  
be a smal l  d i k e ,  and, a s  you r e c a l l ,  CARTER was evacuated 
from very c l o s e  t o  t h i s  photo,  i s  t h a t  c o r r e c t ?  

(The  witness iiods liis liead in the  af f ixa t ik-e . )  

How f a r  do you t h i n k  t h a t  h e l i c o p t e r  landed from 
where you were s i t t i n g  i n  t h i s  photo,  e i t h e r  P-13 o r  P-17? 

A. I d o n ' t  know. I c o u l d n ' t  say.  

Q Was it reasonably c lose?  

A. You a r e  going t o  have q u i t e  a b i t  of room i n  t h e r e .  

Q I am t a l k i n g  about 50,  75, o r  100 meters? 

A. Probably about 5 0 .  We had t o  form an LZ 
around it. 

Q. We're t a l k i n g  somewhere about 50 o r  75 meters  
from where t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  landed. And we  know t h a t  t h a t  
photograph was taken along t h e  s i d e  of t h e  v i l l a g e ,  by a 
l a r g e  house as a m a t t e r  of f a c t ,  which i s  somewhere down 
i n  he re  ( i n d i c a t i n g ) .  
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(The wi tness  nods h i s  head i n  t h e  a f f i r m a t i v e ) .  

So, f o r  a genera l  l o c a t i o n ,  P-13 and P-17 would 
probably be about r i g h t  i n  here  ( i n d i c a t i n g ) ,  would you say? 

A. Yes. 

Q This burning house, P-16. Do you r e c a l l  t h a t  
being a f t e r  CARTER was wounded on before  he was wounded? 

A. Af te r .  

Q .  This would be along your l i n e  of march somewhere? 

A. When we were g e t t i n g  ready t o  leave .  

Q When you were g e t t i n g  ready t o  leave?  

A. It was i n  h e r e  more. 

Q It was f u r t h e r  up, 150 o r  100 meters  o r  about 
how f a r ?  Do you have any i d e a ?  

A, I don' t have any i d e a .  

Q There was a f a i r l y  l a r g e  house, I t a k e  i t ?  

A. Yes. 

Q One t h a t  you would remember, one of t h e  l a r g e r
houses? 

(The witn5ss  nods his head i n  t h e  a f f i rma t ive . )  

L e t ' s  s e e ,  those a r e  P-16, P-33, and P-34. 
What about r i g h t  i n  h e r e ,  somewhere i n  t h i s  a r e a ,  o r  i s  
t h a t  t o o  f a r  away? 

A. That would be about r i g h t .  

Q P-22,  do you remember t h i s  o l d  Vietnamese man? 

A. No. 

Q What do you remember about t h e  Vietnamese 
s o l d i e r  and t h e  American s o l d i e r ?  
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A. - W e l l ,  one i s  Sergeant  PHU and t h e  o t h e r  one they 
c a l l  "Doc." 

Q- Could t h i s  man have been one of t h e  M I  detachment 
i n d i v i d u a l s  ? 

A. I t  could be ,  b u t  i t  looks l i k e  t h e  one they  used 
t o  c a l l  "Doc. " 

Q - P-41, shows t h e  bodies  dn t h e  t r a i l .  How f a r  
was t h i s  from where CARTER was wounded? 

A. I don' t know. I thought it was t h a t  t r a i l  r i g h t  
t h e r e  ( i n d i c a t i n g ) ,  bu t  i t  d o e s n ' t  seem t o  be .  

Q Well,  I ' m  not  s o  s u r e  you ' re  n o t  r i g h t .  There 's  
a fence.  Do you remember a fence being along t h a t  t r a i l  on 
one s i d e ?  

A. No. I th ink  t h e  only reason I recognize t h a t  is  
probably because I saw it i n  t h e  magazine o r  something. 

Q Yes, bu t  you couldn ' t  have seen  i t  i n  L i f e  
magazine. L i f e  magazine d i d n ' t  say where it was loca ted  
i n  t h e  v i l l a g e .  You th ink  i t ' s  r i g h t  i n  he re?  

A. Tha t ' s  my idea .  

& Have you been quest ioned on t h e s e  photographs
before?  

A. I t h i n k  so .  

9 The r o u t e  of march which i s  shown on he re .  That 
was t h e  r o u t e  of  march of t h e  mortar  p la toon,  r i g h t ?  

A. What it seems l i k e  t o  me. 

Q. Well, I mean a s  c lose  a s  you can remember. But 
what I ' m  t r y i n g  t o  determine, was t h i s  a l s o  the  r o u t e  of 
march f o r  t h e  company command group, o r  d id  you e v e r  
leave  them? 

A .  We were usua l ly  behind them; and maybe i f  
they g o t  ahead a l i t t l e ,  maybe they  d i d  go o f f  t h e  t r a i l .  
I d o n ' t  know. 

4 9  

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

APP T-69 



FOR O F F I C I A L  USE ONLY 

Q - I am going t o  p u t  down t h e  r o u t e  o f  march of t h e  
mor t a r  p l a t o o n .  I a p p r e c i a t e  your  p rov id ing  t h i s  i n fo rma t ion .  
I w i l l  p u t  a legend down h e r e  which keys  t h e  e v e n t  t o  t h e  
tes t imony:  t h e  r o u t e  of march o f  t h e  mor t a r  p l a t o o n ,  whjch 
i s  i n d i c a t e d  on h e r e ,  and t h e  photo e x h i b i t  number which 
w i l l  be i n  g reen  and h e r e ,  "Prepared from memory a t  Washington, 
D . C . ,  on t h e  6 t h  of J anua ry ,  1 9 7 0 . "  I would l i k e  t o  have the 
w i t n e s s  s i g n  i t  s o  it can be in t roduced  as an e x h i b i t  in t h e  
i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  

(The w i t n e s s  annota ted  t h e  e x h i b i t  a s  r eques t ed . )  

This  a e r i a l  photograph annota ted  by M r .  ARCOREN, 
i s  in t roduced  as  E x h i b i t  P-144.  M r .  ARCOREN, do you have any 
f u r t h e r  tes t imony t o  o f f e r  a t  t h i s  t ime?  Any f u r t h e r  s t a t e -
ments t o  make? 

A. N o .  

Q I ask you,  when you r e t u r n  home, i f  you f i n d  any-
t h i n g  t h a t  might a s s i s t  us i n  t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  such as 
documents, notebooks,  photographs ,  and anyth ing  of  t h a t  n a t u r e ,  
w e  would a p p r e c i a t e  h e a r i n g  from you. I b e l i e v e  you were 
advised by Colonel  MILLER about  d i s c u s s i n g  t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  
is  t h a t  c o r r e c t ?  

A. Y e s .  

Q You a r e  r eques t ed  t h a t  you do n o t ,  d i r e c t l y  o r  
i n d i r e c t l y ,  o r  through o t h e r s ,  d i s c u s s  t h e  My La i  ( 4 )  i n c i -
d e n t s ,  i n c l u d i n g  subsequent  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  and r e p o r t s ,  w i t h  
any person who may have been connected w i t h  t h e  i n c i d e n t  in 
any way, and who i s  t o  be  o r  has  been a w i t n e s s  i n  t h i s  
i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  This  r e q u e s t  does n o t  app ly ,  of c o u r s e ,  i f  
you a r e  r e q u i r e d  t o  d i s c u s s  t h e  ca se  i n  o t h e r  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e ,  
l e g i s l a t i v e ,  o r  q u a s i - j u d i c i a l  h e a r i n g s .  

A. Yes, s i r .  

COL WILSON: Unless you have something f u r t h e r ,  that 
t e rmina t e s  t h e  i n t e r v i e w .  Thank you very much f o r  coming. 
We a p p r e c i a t e  it. 

The hea r ing  w i l l  be r e c e s s e d .  

(The h e a r i n g  r eces sed  a t  1955 hour s ,  6 January 1970.) 
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SUMMARY OF TESTIMONY 

WITNESS: CORNWELL, Smith W .  

DATE OF TESTIMONY: 10 January 1970 

PLACE OF TESTIMONY: Pentagon 

COUNSEL: M r .  Wal ter  SIBEN, 90 th  E a s t  Main S t r e e t ,  Bay 
Shore ,  Long I s l a n d ,  New York. 

DUTY ASSIGNMENT ON 1 6  MARCH 1968: PFC, Mortar  P l a toon , .  
C/1/20 

1. PREOPERATIONAL PLANS AND BRIEFINGS. 

I n  h i s  b r i e f i n g  t h e  n i g h t  b e f o r e  t h e  o p e r a t i o n ,  Capta in  
MEDINA s a i d  t h e r e  was t o  be  a combat a s s a u l t  on My L a i  
fol lowed by a s e a r c h  and d e s t r o y  o p e r a t i o n  (pgs .  4 ,  5 ) .  My 
La i  was a VC s t r o n g h o l d  and it was n o t  known i f  t h e r e  w e r e  
any f r i e n d l y  persons  i n  t h e  a r e a  (pg.  5 ) .  The men w e r e  t o  
burn hootches  and d e s t r o y  l i v e s t o c k  (pg.  5 ) .  Although he  d i d  
n o t  r e c a l l  MEDINA mentioning t h i s  as an oppor tun i ty  t o  
" g e t  even ,"  t h e  men were b i t t e r  about  t h o s e  who had been 
k i l l e d  by s n i p e r  f i r e ,  boobyt raps ,  and t h e  m i n e f i e l d  (pgs .  5 ,  
6 ) .  H e  p e r s o n a l l y  f e l t  t h a t  t h e  l i f e  of  a Vietnamese was n o t  
worth t h a t  of an American (pg.  6 ) .  

2. ASSAULT ON MY LAI. 

a .  Movement through t h e  v i l l a g e .  

The mor t a r  p l a toon  s e t  up i t s  mor t a r ,  b u t  d i s p l a c e d  
it f o r t y  minutes  l a t e r  and moved through t h e  v i l l a g e  (pg. 7 ) .  
The p l a t o o n ' s  miss ion  was t o  burn hootches  and d e s t r o y  l i v e -
s t o c k ,  and he p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  t h i s  a s  he  moved through t h e  
v i l l a g e  (pgs .  7 ,  8) . H e  p u l l e d  s e c u r i t y  f o r  CARTER'S dus t -
o f f  which took p l a c e  150-200 meters  t o  t h e  w e s t  of t h e  t r a i l  
(pgs .  8, 9 ) .  H e  saw no one k i l l e d  and saw only one body 
a l l  day (pgs .  9 ,  1 0 )  . This  was t h e  body of a man s h o t  by 
ARCOREN whom ARCOREN d e s c r i b e d  a s  a VC (pg. 1 0 ) .  ~ f t e rt h e  
d u s t o f f  h e  cont inued  t o  burn hootches  and s h o o t  l i v e s t o c k  
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b.  H e  was S e r g e a n t  MARONEYts  RTO and was tuned  t o  t h e  
company n e t  ( pg .~4 )  . 

c. Two o r  t h r e e  e n g i n e e r s  accompanied t h e  mor t a r  
p l a t o o n  and blew up a bunker  and a dud M-79 round w i t h  C 4  
d u r i n g  t h e  c o u r s e  o f  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  (pgs .  1 7 ,  1 8 ) .  H e  d i d  n o t  
remember t h e i r  s e t t i n g  any f i r e s  (pg.  1 8 ) .  

d .  CORNWELL hea rd  rumors a b o u t  r a p e s  which o c c u r r e d  a t  
v a r i o u s  p l a c e s  d u r i n g  t h e  c o u r s e  o f  t h e  o p e r a t i o n ,  b u t  d i d  
n o t  know who w a s  i nvo lved  (pg.  1 8 )  . 
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(The h e a r i n g  reconvened a t  0944 hour s ,  10 January 

MR WEST: The h e a r i n g  w i l l  come to order. 
/ 

RCDR: The fo l lowing  named persons  a r e  p r e s e n t :  MR WEST, 
COL MILLER, MAJ ZYCHOWSKI, and MAJ COOP. 

The nex t  w i t n e s s  is  M r .  Smith W.  CORNWELL. 

(MR CORNWELL w a s  c a l l e d  as a w i t n e s s ,  was sworn, 
and t e s t i f i e d  a s  fo l lows : )  

I C :  M r .  WEST, a t  t h i s  t ime I r e q u e s t  a copy of t h e  
s t a t e m e n t  by M r .  CORNWELL t o  the --

MR \TEST: ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  M r .  SIBEN, w e  a r e  n o t  a u t h o r i z e d  
t o  r e l e a s e  such s t a t e m e n t s ,  I unders tand  you have seen  i t ?  

I C :  I have s e e n  it, c o r r e c t .  

MR WEST: W e  have no a u t h o r i t y  t o  g i v e  you a s t a t e m e n t  a t  
t h i s  t i m e .  You may see it i f  you wish.  

I C :  Note my o b j e c t i o n  t o  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  I have been 
denied my r e q u e s t  f o r  a copy of t h e  s t a t e m e n t .  

RCDR : M r .  CORNTELL, a r e  you r e p r e s e n t e d  by counse l?  

A. Y e s ,  I am. 

RCDR: W i l l  counse l  p l e a s e  s t a t e  h i s  name and address  
f o r  the r eco rd?  

I C :: Walter SIBEN, 90 E a s t  Main S t r e e t ,  Bay Shore ,  Long 
I s l a n d .  

RCDR: M r .  CORNWELL, w i l l  you s t a t e  your  f u l l  name, oc-
cupa t ion ,  and r e s i d e n c e ?  

A. My f u l l  name i s  Smith W i l l i a m  CORNWELL. I work 
fo r  American Telephone and Telegraph.  My addres s  is 6 ~ a i l e y  
Drive, Ami tyv i l l e ,  New York. 
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MR WEST: M r .  CORNWELL, before  we g e t  i n t o  any ques t ions ,  
Colonel MILLER w i l l  advise  you of t h e  na tu re  and purpose of t h i s  
hear ing .  

COL MILLER: I have a l ready gone over some of t h i s  with you i n -  
formally.  I w i l l  cover t h e  same mate r i a l s  aga in .  

This i n v e s t i g a t i o n  was d i r e c t e d  j o i n t l y  by t h e  
Sec re ta ry  of t h e  Army and Chief of S t a f f  of t h e  Army f o r  t h e  
purpose of determining f a c t s  and making f ind ings  and recom- 
mendations concerning two maj o r  a reas : 

(1) The adequacy of p r i o r  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  and i n q u i r i e s  
i n t o ,  and t h e  subsequent r e p o r t s  and reviews wi th in  t h e  chain  of 
command, of what w e  now commonly r e f e r  t o  a s  t h e  My Lai  i n c i d e n t  of 
March 1 9 6 8 ,  and 

( 2 )  t h e  p o s s i b l e  suppression o r  withholding of 
information by any person who had a  duty t o  r e p o r t  t h i s  information 
concerning t h e  My Lai  i n c i d e n t .  

Nhi le  it is  n o t  our  primary purpose t o  i n q u i r e  i n t o  
anything and everyth ing  t h a t  happened a t  My La i ,  w e  do g e t  i n t o  
many of t h e  d e t a i l s .  Our purposes a r e  a s  I j u s t  s t a t e d .  

We have had made a v a i l a b l e  -LO us and w e  nave re-
viewed many s ta tements  made by wi tnesses  i n  o t h e r  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ~  
i n t o  the  My La i  i n c i d e n t .  Among these  a r e  the I G  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  
and s ta tements  made t o  t h e  C I D .  Among o the r s  we have, of course,  
seen your s ta tement .  You've seen a  copy of it t h i s  morning. 

Your testimony today w i l l  be under 'oa th .  A verbat im 
record  w i l l  be  prepared,  and we do have a tape  recording be ing  
made. 

The genera l  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  of our  r e p o r t  i s  con-
f i d e n t i a l .  However, t h e r e  i s  c e r t a i n l y  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  t h a t  
some o r  a l l  of t h e  testimony before  t h i s  hear ing  may a t  some 
time become a ma t t e r  of p u b l i c  knowledge, p u b l i c  record.  

I understand t h a t  you have rece ived  a l e t t e r  from 
the  t r i a l  counsel i n  t h e  genera l  cour t -mar t ia l  case of United 
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S t a t e s  v.  Ca l l ey  w i t h  r e s p e c t  t o  tes t imony and n o t  d ivu lg ing  
your  tes t imony t o  c e r t a i n  people .  Do you r e c a l l  t h e  l e t t e r  
t o  which I r e f e r ?  

A.  Yes, I do. 

I C  : A t  this t ime,  Colonel  MILLER, I would l i k e  t o  make a 
s t a t e m e n t  as t o  whether  t h i s  w i tnes s  i s  b e i n g  cons ide red  as a 
p o s s i b l e  defendant  i n  t h i s  proceeding.  

COL MILLER: I am n o t  done y e t .  You w i l l  g e t  an o p p o r t u n i t y ,  
M r .  SIBEN. 

I C : I 'm s o r r y .  

COL MILLER: We do r e q u e s t  t h a t  you n o t  d i s c u s s  t es t imony 
which you g i v e  b e f o r e  us today  i n  t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  w i t h  
o t h e r s ,  i n c l u d i n g  o t h e r  w i t n e s s e s  t o  t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  
excep t  a s  you may he  r e q u i r e d  t o  do s o  b e f o r e  an appro-
p r i a t e  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e ,  l e g i s l a t i v e ,  o r  j u d i c i a l  forum. 
This i s  an example of an a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  body. A cour t -
m a r t i a l  would b e  an example of  a j u d i c i a l  forum, and cer-
t a i n l y  t h i s  r e q u e s t  does n o t  ex tend  t o  your  d i s c u s s i n g  it 
w i t h  your  counse l .  With r e s p e c t  t o  t h e  o r d e r  i n  t h e  Cal ley  
case; +he mil- ifary judcje j n  k h a t  case h a s  determined that 
your  tes t imony h e r e  i s  c l e a r l y  w i t h i n  t h e  1-imits  of t h e  

. 	 o r d e r s .  You are n o t  v i o l a t i n g  h i s  r e q u e s t  o r  i n s t r u c t x o n s  
by g i v i n g  tes t imony b e f o r e  t h i s  hea r ing .  

You are n o t  a s u s p e c t  on t h e  b a s i s  of any in -  
fo rmat ion  t h a t  w e  have had made a v a i l a b l e  t o  us ,  and w e  d o n ' t  . 
cons ide r  you a s u s p e c t  a t  t h i s  t ime.  Neve r the l e s s ,  you a r e  
c e r t a i n l y  e n t i t l e d  t o  have counse l  w i t h  you and t o  c o n s u l t  
wi th  him a t  any t ime ,  o r  h e  w i t h  you. I f  a t  any t ime you 
f i n d  it neces sa ry  t o  c o n s u l t  i n  p r i v a t e  I hope e i t h e r  one of 
you w i l l  ' f e e l  f r e e  t o  c a l l  a r e c e s s ,  and we w i l l  p rov ide  you 
t h a t  oppor tun i ty .  Desp i t e  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  you a r e  n o t  a s u s p e c t  
now you a l s o  have, o f  cou r se ,  your  r i g h t  a g a i n s t  s e l f  
i n c r i m i n a t i o n ,  t h e  r i g h t  t o  r e f u s e  t o  answer any of o u r  
q u e s t i o n s  on t h a t  b a s i s .  Does t h i s  cove r  t h e  t h i n g s  t h a t  
you a r e  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  now-- 

I C : ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Yes, I am. Yes, it does .  

Q. Do you have any q u e s t i o n s ,  e i t h e r  of you, con-

ce rn ing  what  I have covered s o  f a r ?  
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(Negative response.  ) 

The f a c t  t h a t  you appear before  t h i s  hear ing  does 
no t  i n  any way a f f e c t  the  a p p l i c a b i l i t y  of t h e  o r d e r  of t h e  
m i l i t a r y  judge i n  the  Cal ley case, That cont inues as it did .  

MR WEST: For the  record ,  M r .  CORNWELL, were you a member  of 
the  United S t a t e s  Army on 1 6  March 1968? 

A. Y e s ,  I was. 

Q. What w a s  your grade and your assignment? 

A. I w a s  a PFC with t h e  mortar p la toon,  C/1/20. 

Q - A t  t h a t  t i m e  was Char l ie  Company a p a r t  of Task 
Force Barker? 

A .  Y e s ,  it w a s .  

Q - Do you remember your platoon s e r g e a n t ' s  name? 

A. Sergeant  MARONEY. 

Q. What w a s  your p a r t i c u l a r  duty? 

A. I w a s  t h e  radiotelephone opera to r  f o r  t h e  mortar 
platoon.  

Q. You w e r e  t h e  RTO? 

A. Y e s .  

Q. What n e t  were you i n ?  

A. I w a s  on the company n e t .  

Q M r .  CORNWELL, when d id  you f i r s t  hea r  of the  plan-
ned combat a s sau l t  on t h e  hamlet of My L a i  ( 4 ) ?  

A. A t  t he  b r i e f i n g  wi th  Captain MEDINA. 

(CORNWELL) 4 
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Q And t h i s  took p lace  when? 

A. The n i g h t  before  the  opera t ion  a t  LZ Dot t i e .  

Q D o  you know whether t h e r e  was , e i t h e r  before  or 
a f t e r  t h i s  company b r i e f i n g ,  a meeting of t h e  p la toon s e r -
geants  and t h e  platoon l e a d e r s  with Captain MEDINA? 

A. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  t h a t .  

Q Can you t e l l  us j u s t  what Captain MEDINA t o l d  t h e  
company a t  t h i s  time? 

A. He g o t  the  company toge the r ;  and he advised us t h a t  
w e  were going on an opera t ion  i n t o  t h e  P i n k v i l l e  a r e a ,  as  we 
r e f e r r e d  t o  it, and t h a t  it would be a combat a s s a u l t ;  t h a t  
we d i d n ' t  know of any f r i e n d l i e s  i n  t h e  a r e a ;  and t h a t  we were--it 
was a search  and des t roy  mission; t h a t  we were t o  des t roy  a l l  
l i v e s t o c k  and burn a l l  v i l l a g e s .  

Q. Did he say anything about t h e  people i n  t h e  v i l l a g e ,  
what t o  expect ,  what t h e i r  a t t i t u d e  would be? 

It  was s t a t e d  that it was a VC s t ronghold .  

Q Were t h e r e  any pians for evacuat ion of the  r e s i d e n t s  
of lly Lai  ( 4  ) ? 

A. Not t o  my knowledge. 

Q I understand t h a t  p r i o r  t o  t h i s ,  C Company had 
s u f f e r e d  q u i t e  a few c a s u a l t i e s  from s n i p e r s ,  booby t r a p s ,  
ar.d minef i e lds ,  b u t  it had not  a c t u a l l y  had any heavy 
con tac t  wi th  the  VC. Is t h a t  c o r r e c t ?  

A. Yes, t h a t  i s  c o r r e c t .  

Q D i d  Captain MEDINA say anything about t h e  com-
pany having a chance t o  g e t  even w i t h  t h e  VC i n  this as-
s a u l t  on t h e  16th? 

A. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  anything t o  t h a t  e f f e c t .  

Q- What was t h e  a t t i t u d e ,  t h e  mood, of t h e  men of 
the  company a f t e r  t h e  b r i e f i n g ?  
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A. They were--the company i t s e l f  seemed t o  be  some-
what b i t t e r  because of  t h e  men we had l o s t .  

Q. I n  g e n e r a l ,  what do you t h i n k  t h e  a t t i t u d e  o f  t h e  
men of  C Company w a s  towards t h e  Vietnamese people?  D i d  
t hey  l i k e  them o r  d i s l i k e  them? Did they  g e t  a long  w i t h  
them? What w a s  t h e  f e e l i n g ?  

A .  I d o n ' t  r e a l l y  know. T h i s  was t h e  mor ta r  p l a -  
t o o n ' s  f i r s t  o p e r a t i o n  w i t h  t h e  company. W e  s p e n t  most- o f  
o u r  t i m e  up on LZ Upt igh t .  

Q. W e l l ,  from your  expe r i ence  up t o  t h a t  t ime ,  i n  
Vietnam w i t h  men t h a t  you knew i n  t h e  company and i n  Task 
Force  Barker ,  d i d  you d i s c e r n  any f e e l i n g  t h a t  perhaps  t h e  
life of t h e  Vietnamese w a s n ' t  worth as much as t h e  l i f e  of  
an American? 

A. From t h e  company o r  from myself?  

Q. W e l l ,  bo th .  

I C :  These are l e a d i n g  q u e s t i o n s ,  M r .  WEST. I d o n ' t  
t h i n k  you can a sk  him t o  g i v e  t h e  a t t i t u d e  of t h e  company. 
He can on ly  speak f o r  h imse l f .  

MR WEST: J u s t  whatever i s  i n  h i s  knowledge is  a l l  I ' m  
a s k i n g  f o r .  

A .  I p e r s o n a l l y  f e l t  t h a t  t hey  were n o t  worth a s  much 
as an American. 

Q. Did Capta in  I U D I N A  i n d i c a t e  how long  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  
o p e r a t i o n  was t o  l a s t ?  

A. I d o n ' t  remember him r e f e r r i n g  t o  how long t h e  
o p e r a t i o n  would l a s t .  

Q .  Moving now t o  t h e  n e x t  day of t h e  1 6 t h ,  M r .  CORNWELL. 
May w e  have t h e  photographs ( t o  r e c o r d e r )  ? 
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(The r e c o r d e r  hands t h e  photographs t o  MR WEST.) 

Ne w i l l  show you h e r e  --
I C :  ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Before  you g e t  t h e r e ,  M r .  WEST, may 
I i n t e r j e c t  t h a t  my c l i e n t  t o l d  me t h i s  was a s e a r c h  and des- 
t r o y  miss ion.  H e  w a s  t o l d  by t h e  c a p t a i n  t h a t  it was an unf r iend-  
l y  a r e a ,  t h a t  t hey  were t o  d e s t r o y  eve ry th ing  and n o t  l e a v e  
anyth ing  of any v a l u e  t o  t h e  enemy. Tha t  was t h e  main purpose 
of t h i s  o p e r a t i o n .  

Q- Thank you. Do you have anyth ing  f u r t h e r ?  

(Negative response .  ) 

You have i n  f r o n t  of  you, M r .  CORNWELL, a l a r g e  
photograph which shows t h e  v i l l a g e  of  My La i  ( 4 )  and t h e  
v i c i n i t y .  

(MR WEST o r i e n t e d  t h e  w i t n e s s  t o  E x h i b i t s  P-1 
and MAP-4.) 

Q. Does t h i s  look f a m i l i a r  t o  you now? 

A. Yes, it does. 

Q- Would you t e l l  us now what you d i d  and saw a f t e r  
you landed t h e r e  i n  t h e  LZ and g o t  o u t  of  t h e  h e l i c o p t e r ?  

A. The mor ta r  p l a t o o n ' s  f i r s t  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  was t o  
s e t  up s e c u r i t y  and t o  s e t  up the 81  m i l l i m e t e r  mor ta r  i n  c a s e  
the company needed c l o s e  s u p p o r t  w i t h  mor ta r  f i r e .  I ,  myself ,  
was looking  t o  the sou th  on pe r ime te r  s e c u r i t y  f o r  t h e  mor ta r  
p la toon .  W e  s t a y e d  t h e r e  about  40 minutes and then  moved i n t o  
t h e  v i l l a g e .  Our p l a toon  went through the v i l l a g e  and we de-
s t r o y e d  l i v e s t o c k  and b u r n t  t h e  v i l l a g e  a f t e r ' t h e  1st and 2d 
P la toons  went through.  

Q. Was t h i s  an a s s igned  miss ion ,  a s s igned  t o  members 
of t h e  p l a toon  t o  do t h e s e  t h i n g s ?  

A. Yes, it was. 

Q. Do you know i f  t h e  3d P la toon  had t h e  same miss ion? 
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A. I b e l i e v e  they did.  They were going through wi th  
u s ,  b u t  I d o n ' t  know i f  they were given t h e  order .  

Q Do you remember t h e  o t h e r  members of t h e  mortar 
p la toon t h a t  were w i t h  you t h a t  day? You have a l ready men-
t ioned Sergeant  MARONEY? 

A. There was a Sergeant  David H E I N ,  and PFC ARCOREN. 

Is that ARCOREN perhaps? 

Right,  we r e f e r r e d  t o  him as  "Chief ." 
We have had M r ;  ARCOREN as  a wi tness .  M r .  JOLLY? 

you remember JOLLY? 

Yes, s i r ,  Ms. JOLLY. 

FAGAN was with us. 

You mention H E I N .  Is this H-E-I-N? 

Right ,  David D. .  A PFC HOWARD, I b e l i e v e  HOWARD w a s  
t h e  opera t ion ,  and I d w ~ i ' ir e c a l l  any of .the oL?er fe l lcws .  

9. Please  cont inue.  

A. W e  went through t h e  v i l l a g e ,  and when we f i r s t  
en tered  t h e  v i l l a g e  t h e r e  was an o l d  man and a l i t t l e  boy. 
I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  what happened t o  them. Our p la toon went by them. 
I went through t h e  v i l l a g e  burning houses and shoot ing  a t  
l i v e s t o c k  I saw. Partway through t h e  v i l l a g e ,  t h e r e  was a 
dus tof f  f o r  one of t h e  ind iv idua l s ;  I b e l i e v e  it was on the 
southern edge of t h e  r i c e  paddy t h e r e ,  bu t  I d o n ' t  r e a l l y  
r e c a l l .  I do remember t h e r e  was a r i c e  paddy and t h a t  t h e  
chopper came i n .  I pu l l ed  s e c u r i t y  f o r  t h a t .  Sergeant  WRONEY 
t o l d  me t o  go out  and p u l l  s e c u r i t y .  They dusted that in-
d iv idua l '  of £, and we went back through t h e  v i l l age - -

Q. ( In te rpos ing)  Before we leave t h a t  M r .  CORNWELL, 
when you s e t  up dustof f s e c u r i t y ,  d i d  you and o t h e r s  s e t  up a 
perimeter?  Was t h a t  t h e  way it was done? 
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A. Yes. We went out  t o  the  r i c e  paddy and pu l l ed  
s e c u r i t y  around ' the  r i c e  paddy l i k e  t h a t  s o  when the  chopper 
came i n ,  if he rece ived  incoming f i r e ,  w e  could r e t u r n  it. 

Q I t  would he lp  us i f  you could l o c a t e  approximately
where the  dus to f f  h e l i c o p t e r  came i n .  We understand it was 
j u s t  t o  t h e  south of My Lai  ( 4 )  i n  a r i c e  paddy. Our p a r t i c u -
l a r  ques t ion  i s  whether it was t o  t h e  e a s t  o r  west of t h e  t r a i l  
t h a t  leads  south from the  c e n t e r  of t h e  v i l l a g e .  

A. I be l i eve  it was t o  t h e  west of the  t r a i l .  Af ter  
the dus tof f  we went back i n t o  the  v i l l age - -

Q.  ( In te rpos ing)  Before we leave  t h a t ,  w a s  it very 
f a r  from t h e  t r a i l ?  Could you es t ima te  the  d i s t ance?  

A,  I t  was probably t h a t  second r i c e  paddy, down 150 
o r  200 meters.  

Q Did you by any chance observe a group of  bodies 
on the  t r a i l  when you were engaged i n  t h i s  mission of dus t -
o f f  s e c u r i t y ?  

A, No, I d i d n ' t .  

Q. What d i d  you do next ,  a f t e r  t h i s ?  

A. Af te r  t h e  d u s t o f f ,  I went back up t o  t h a t  t r e e  l i n e  
t h e r e  ( i n d i c a t i n g )  , and we ,went i n t o  the  v i l l a g e  t h e r e ,  and we 
continued t o  burn the  v i l l a g e  and des t roy  the  l i v e s t o c k .  
When we went through the  v i l l a g e ,  we broke f o r  lunch on the 
e a s t e r n  s ide .  There was an o l d  house t h e r e .  Captain MEDINA 
came and t o l d  us t h a t  we were breaking f o r  lunch,  and David 
HEIN and I went ou t  t o  a l i t t l e  r i c e  paddy a t  t h e  end of 
one of these  t r e e  l i n e s  and s a t  t h e r e  and had lunch. 

Q. A s  you moved through the  hamlet,  M r .  CORNWELL, d i d  
you s e e  any Vietnamese r e s i d e n t s  k i l l e d ?  

A. No, I d i d n ' t .  

Q. Did you see  any bodies of Vietnamese r e s i d e n t s ,  
o r  wounded? 
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A. Y e s ,  s i r ,  I saw one. I d i d  s e e  one body. 

Q - Would you desc r ibe  t h i s  i n c i d e n t ?  

A. Well, Dale ARCOREN came up t o  me--or up t o  t h e  
platoon,  no t  me s p e c i f i c a l l y ,  and s a i d  he had s h o t  a VC. H e  
had thought t h e  man had a weapon, and t h a t  was t h e  body I saw. 

Q, Did t h e  members of t h e  mortar p la toon t a k e  any 
p r i soners  t h a t  morning o r  d e t a i n  any c i v i l i a n s ?  

A. No, n o t  t h a t  I r e c a l l .  

Q. And during t h e  morning and a l l  t h e  way through 
the  hamlet you saw only one dead body? 

A. Y e s .  

Q Did you h e a r ,  o r  were you t o l d  by members of t h e  
company who were t h e r e ,  t h a t  t h e r e  had been a n u d e - r  of V i e t -
namese r e s i d e n t s  of t h e  v i l l a g e  k i l l e d  t h a t  morning? 

A. Yes, t h e r e  was a rumor t o  t h a t  e f f e c t .  

Q What was t h i s ?  

A. That t h e  company had s h o t  400 o r  s o  c i v i l i a n s  o r  
personnel  i n  t h e  v i l l a g e .  

Q. Were you v i s i t e d  a t  My Lai ( 4 )  t h a t  morning by any 
o f f i c e r s  from Task Force Barker o r  t h e  br igade  o r  d i v i s i o n ,  
t o  your knowledge? 

I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  any. 

Q During t h e  morning d i d  you hear  an o rde r  t o  s t o p  
the  k i l l i n g  and burning,  o r  words t o  t h a t  e f f e c t ?  

A .  I be l i eve  t h a t  t h e r e  was an o rde r  given t o  lay 
o f f  t h e  f i r i n g ,  b u t  I c a n ' t  s p e c i f i c a l l y  r e c a l l  it. 

Q Could you f i x  t h e  time approximately? For example, 
was it a f t e r  t h e  dus tof f  f o r  t h e  wounded man? 

(CORNWELL) 10  
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A, It would be a f t e r  t h e  d u s t o f f .  

Q The l o g  of Task Force Barker i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  t h e  
d u s t o f f  occur red  approximately 1 8 2 8  l lours  i n  t he  morning which 
g ives  us some i d e a  of t h e  t ime.  One of t h e  c o l l a t e r a l  m a t t e r s  
we've been looking  i n t o  i s  j u s t  what happened t h e r e  t h a t  morn-
ing.  W e  a r e  t r y i n g  t o  f i n d  o u t  why a number of Vietnamese 
r e s i d e n t s  of t h e  v i l l a g e  were k i l l e d .  I t ' s  been sugges ted  
by some w i t n e s s e s  t h a t  t h e  company g o t ,  t o  some e x t e n t ,  o u t  
of c o n t r o l  t h a t  morning. Did you observe anyth ing  t h a t  would 
l e a d  you t o  conclude t h a t  t h i s  was t h e  ca se?  

A. No, I d i d n ' t .  Se rgean t  MARONEY, o u r  p a r t i c u l a r  
p l a t o o n  s e r g e a n t ,  had ou r  mor ta r  p l a t o o n  i n  c o n t r o l .  I d i d n ' t  
see t h e  rest of  t h e  company through t h e  o p e r a t i o n .  

Q. Did you, f o r  example, n o t i c e  any i n d i s c r i m i n a t e  
shoo t ing  by t h e  men o f  t h e  company i n  t h e  mor ta r  p l a toon  as 
w e l l  as t h e  o t h e r s ?  

A. No, I d i d n ' t  s e e  any. 

Q. Do you r e c a l l  what t h e  company d i d  t h e  rest of t h a t  
day T 

A. A f t e r  w e  broke f o r  lunch we moved i n t o  My L a i  (5)  . 
I t h i n k  it was My L a i  ( 5 ) ,  t h e  nex t  v i l l a g e .  When we  e n t e r e d  
t h a t  v i l l a g e  t h e r e  w a s  a bunch of c i v i l i a n s  i n  t h e  v i l l a g e .  
We p o l i c e d  them up, ga the red  them t o g e t h e r ,  and,  a s  I r e c a l l ,  
most of them were l e t  go. There were a couple  h e l d  p r i s o n e r ,  
and w e  s ea rched  My L a i  (5 )  and burned My Lai  ( 5 ) .  Then 
we moved o u t  t o  a graveyard,  and t h a t ' s  where we s p e n t  t h e  
n i g h t  a t  t h e  end of t h a t  day. We s t a y e d  t h e r e  t h a t  n i g h t .  

Q. Do you remember j o i n i n g  up wi th  B/4/3? 

A. Y e s ,  t hey  were a t  t h e  graveyard w i t h  us.  The two 
companies w e r e  t o g e t h e r  . 
Q I During t h e  l a t e  a f t e rnoon ,  d i d  you see any Na t iona l  
P o l i c e ?  

A. Y e s ,  I d id .  
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A. Y e s ,  t h e r e  was an engineer  u n i t .  

Q* Do you r e c a l l  t h e  numbers, approximately,  o r  t h e  
names o r  who they were? 

A. No, I d o n ' t .  

MR WEST: On t h a t  po in t ,  we had one wi tness  t e l l  us t h a t  
t h e  engineers  were a t tached.  One was a Negro s o l d i e r ,  and 
one was white.  The Negro s o l d i e r  was known as  "Hot-Shot." 
Does t h i s  r e c a l l  anything t o  your mind? 

A. No, it d o n ' t .  

Q- Going t o  t h e  17th ,  M r .  CORNWELL, can you j u s t  
descr ibe  b r i e f l y  t h e  ac t ions  of t h e  company on t h e  second 
day of  t h e  opera t ion?  

A. W e  moved ou t  of t h e  graveyard and went down to-  
ward t h e  Song My Khe River towards My Khe ( 3 )  , My Khe (1) 
and My Khe (2)--

Q *  ( In te rpos ing)  To t h e  south? 

A. To t h e  south .  And we were s t i l l  on search  and 
clear at t h e  pr~senkt i m e .  W e  were no longer  on search  and 
des t roy .  We went through search  and c lea r ing .  We came o u t ,  
I b e l i e v e  it was a t  My Khe ( 3 ) , and t h e r e  was an o l d  man i n  
t h e  v i l l a g e  t h a t  was taken p r i soner .  We moved down towards 
My Khe ( 2 )  , and i n  My Khe ( 2 )  we had one c i v i l i a n  woman and 
one, l e t ' s  s e e ,  t h r e e  males I b e l i e v e  it was. One of them 
was younger. He was about 17, I th ink .  I d o n ' t  know h i s  age. 
And a t  My Khe ( 2 )  we had t r i e d  t o  RON t h e r e  f o r  t h e  n igh t ,  
and it i s  my understanding t h a t  we were ou t  of t h e  range of 
t h e  105 ' s .  I n  case w e  had an a s s a u l t  t h a t  n i g h t ,  they wouldn't  
be a b l e  t o  suppor t  us. So w e  moved back up by My Khe ( 3)  , 
and t h e r e  was a r i c e  paddy, and t h a t ' s  where w e  remained f o r  
the  n ight .  

Q- Did you encounter any VC r e s i s t a n c e  on t h i s  day? 

A. No, we were n o t  s h o t  a t ,  b u t  when we d i d  RON, there 
were--just  a s  w e  set  up our per imeter ,  two VC wi th  w.eapons took 
of f  across  t h e  r i c e  paddy, and they were . f i r e d  a t .  
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Q M r .  CORNWELL, were these  v i l l a g e s  t h a t  you pass-
ed through t h a t  day burned t h e  same way t h a t  My Lai ( 4 )  had 
been burned? Do you r e c a l l  t h a t ?  

A .  I r e c a l i  one of t h e  v i l l a g e s  was on f i r e ,  bu t  I 
d o n ' t  remember which one. 

Q *  On t h e  next  day, t h e  18th ,  would yo^ j u s t  des-
c r i b e  whzt a c t i o n  t h e  company took t h a t  day? 

A. We moved ou t  of our  remain overnight ,  and w e  
went up towards My Lai  ( 3 ) .  W e  were walking across  t h e  
causeway t h e r e ,  and t h e  company had met r e s i s t a n c e  t h e r e  
be fo re ,  and we were sweeping towards My Lai ( 3 ) .  WD-ile 
walking, I don1t r e c a l l  the  name, b u t  t h e r e  %as a "Bouncing 
Bet ty"  mine, and t h e r e  were some c a s u a l t i e s  taken i n  c h i s  a rea .  
They were h i t  by t h e  mine. And we crossed  t h e  causeway i n t o  My 
Lai. (31,  and from t h e r e  we were evacuated, taken back t o  
LZ Dot t ie .  We were l i f t e d  ou t .  

Q. When. you a r r i v e d  a t  LZ Dot t ie ,  do you remember 
being met by a f i e l d  grade o f f i c e r ?  

E - No: I d o n ' t .  

Q You may n o t  have been t h e r e ,  bu t  Colonel HENDERSON, 
t h e  br igade  commander, t o l d  us t h a t  he met some of the  men on 
t h e i r  r e t u r n ,  t a l k e d  t o  the2> and i n d i c a t e d  that--wel l ,  he d i s -
cussed something about My Lai  ( 4 ) ,  what happened t h e r e  on t h e  
morning of t h e  16th .  Do you r e c a l l  anything l i k e  t h a t ,  o r  
d id  you hea r  anything about i t ?  

A. No, I was n o t  quest ioned about t h e  opera t ion .  

Q .  Did you ever  hea r  about t h i s  time t h a t  t h e r e  was 
an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  s t a r t e d  i n t o  what occurred on t h e  morning of 
the 16th  of March i n  My Lai  ( 4 )  ? 

A. No, I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  t h a t .  

Q* For example, do you remember Captain 3"DINA c a l l i n g  
the  company toge the r  and saying  t h a t  t h e r e  was an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  
underway as  t o  what happened i n  My Lai ( 4 )  and caut ioned t h e  
men of t h e  company n o t  t o  t a l k  t o  anybody about it unless  some-
one came t o  t a i k  t o  them i n  an o f f i c i a l  capaci ty  i n  t h e  course 
of t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ?  
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A. No, I d o n ' t  recal l  it. 

Q Did anyone e v e r  t e l l  you t o  keep q u i e t  about  i t ?  

A. Not t h a t  I remember. 

Q. You a r e  aware, I t h i n k ,  M r .  CO?JJWELLI t h a t  a sub-
s t a n t i a l  number of c i v i l i a n s  of  l.?y L a i  ( 4 )  werc k i l l e d  t h a t  
morning--

I C  : ( ~ n t e r p o s i n g )  I o b j e c t  t o  t h a t  q u e s t i o n ,  M r .  PEST. 
My man t e s t i f i e d  t h a t  he d i d n ' t  s e e  any k i l l i n g s ,  o r  he  h e a r d  
rumors which is--

MR WEST: ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  L e t  m e  r eph rase  it, M r .  SIBEN. From 
t a l k i n g  t o  o t h e r  members of t h e  cor ;pany,you i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  you 
hea rd  perhaps  400 people  were k i l l e d  i n  t h e  villagt: t h a t  mornlng. 
Was t h e r e  l a t e r  any d i s c u s s i o n  i n  t h e  conqany as t o  what had 
happened t h e r e  t h a t  morning, why it had happened? 

A.  No, I d o n ' t  r ecc11  it. 

Q You perhaps r e a l i z e  t h a t  t h i s  i n c i d e n t  w a s  n o t  
widely  known u n t i l  a few weeks ago, and t h e  f a c t  is  t h a t  it 
w a s  n o t  repor ted  t o  C e ~ a r t x e n tcf t h ~h,rny m t i l  April 
1969. I t  was n o t  r e p o r t e d  i n  t h e  u sua l  way t h a t  t h e  e v e n t s  
on t h e  b a t t l e f i e l d  are. I am c a l l i n g  f o r  an op in ion  now. D o  . 

you have any i d e a  why t h i s  was n o t  r e p o r t e d  a t  t h e  t i m e ,  up 
through channels  i n  t h e  u s u a l  way? 

A.  I d o n ' t  r e a l l y  know why it d i d  happen, o r  why it 
wasn' t r e p o r t e d .  

Q - Did anybody e v e r  t a l k  about t h e  company be ing  i n  
t r o u b l e  and t h a t  people  were t r y i n g  t o  keep t h i n g s  q u i e t ?  Was 
t h e r e  anyth ing  of t h a t  n a t u r e ?  

A. I unders tand  t h e r e  w a s  a rumor t h a t  Capta in  MEDINA 
was going t o  be  i n v e s t i g a t e d .  Tha t  was j u s t  a rumor, and I 
never  hea rd  any th ing  about  it. 

Q Do you know i f  any o t h e r  members of t h e  company 
were ques t ioned  about  what happened a t  My L a i  (4)? 
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A. No, 1 d o n ' t  r e c a l l  any of  them be ing  ques t ioned .  

Q. Again, I would l i k e  t o  ask  your  op in ion  on some-
th ing .  From what you know of  t h e  conpany and t h e  men i n  t h e  
company and t h e  e v e n t s  of t h a t  day ,  do you t h i n k  t h a t  i f  
t h e r e  had been a thorough i n v e s t i g a t i o n  and s t a t emen t s  t aken  
from members of t h e  company t h a t  day, t h a t  t h e  men would have 
t o l d  t h e  s t o r y  of what happened i n  My L a i  ( 4 )  , would have 
t o l d  what t hey  knew? 

A. Y e s .  I b e l i e v e  they  would have t o l d  what they 
knew. 

MR WEST: Colonel  MILLER? 

COL MILLER: Do you r e c a l l  sorlle e n g i n e e r  t r o o p s  coming i n  
w i t h  you a t  t h e  LZ? 

A. W e  d i d  have an e n g i n e e r  elenlent w i th  us .  

Q Do you r e c a l l  how many men? 

A. I b e l i e v e  it was two o r  t h r e e  men. One was a demo 
man. 

Q- Were they  a s s igned  t o  Company C, i f  you r e c a l l ?  

A. Yes, t hey  were a t t a c h e d  t o  o u r  company f o r  t h i s  
o p e r a t i o n .  

Q Do you remember who any of  them were,  by name? 

A. No, I d o n ' t .  

Q. Did t h e y  s t a y  p r e t t y  c l o s e  t o  t h e  .mor t a r  p l a t o o n  o r  
t o  Capta in  MEDINA f o r  t h i s  o p e r a t i o n ?  

A. I b e l i e v e  they  went through w i t h  t h e  mor ta r  p l a t o o n .  
I r e c a l l  them g i v i n g  warning a few t i x e s  t h a t  dynamite was going 
to .  go o f f  i n  o u r  p l a t o o n  a r e a ,  and o u r  p l a toon  had t o  go down 
low and s t a y  low s o  you wou ldn ' t  g e t  h i t  w i t h  anyth ing  t h a t  
blew up. 

Q. I n  your  p r i o r  t es t imony yoii s t a t e d  t h a t  you had 
seen  them doing some demol i t i on  work. What were t hey  mostly 
u s ing  f o r  t h e  purpose of  demol i t ion?  

APP T-127 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

Q Do you r e c a l l  approximately how many bu i ld ings  t h e  
engineer  t roops  may have destroyed? 

A. No, I don ' t .  I r e c a l l  them blowing up one bunket 
they  had found, and when we had broke f o r  lunch there wag a , 
dud M-79 round, and they blew it i n  p lace .  

Q Were they a l s o  s e t t i n g  f i r e s  t o  the  buiLdings i n  
add i t ion  t o  demoli t ions? 

A. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  i f  t h e  engineers  were s e t t i n g  f i r e s  
o r  not.  

Q Did they accompany you on t h e  second and t h i r d  days? 

A. Yes, I b e l i e v e  they s tayed with us f o r  the opera t ion .  
\ 

Q. Do you r e c a l l  i f  they d id  any demoli t ion work i n  
some of t h e  o t h e r  v i l l a g e s  t h a t  you went through on t h e  17th  
and 18th? 

A. No, I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  any demoli t ions.  

Q Afte r  t h i s  opera t ion  was over ,  o r  d u r i n g  t h e  op-
e r a t i o n ,  d i d  you a t  any time h e a r  t h a t  some of t h e  s o l d i e r s  
may have raped some of t h e  Vietnamese women? 

A. Yes. There were rumors t o  t h a t  e f f e c t .  

Q Do you r e c a l l  t o  whom these  rurr.ors may have per-
t a ined?  

A. No, I don ' t .  

Q Do you r e c a l l  whether t h i s  r e f e r r e d  only t o  t h e  
v i l l a g e  of My Lai ,  o r  t o  some of t h e  o t h e r  opera t ions  on the 
succeeding days? 

,A. Some of t h e  o t h e r  opera t ions  on t h e  succeeding 
days. 

MRWEST: M r .  CORNWELL, a t  t h i s  time i f  you could t h i n k  of 
anything t h a t  we haven ' t  mentioned t h a t  might h e l p  us i n  our  
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i n v e s t i g a t i o n  and you would l i k e  t o  t e l l  u s ,  w e  would appre- 
c i a t e  it. W e  are endeavoring t o  r e c o n s t r u c t  t h i s  i n c i d e n t ,  
and a l s o  t r y i n g  t o  determine j u s t  what i n v e s t i y a t i o n  was con-
duc ted  a t  t h e  t i m e ,  and whether t h e r e  was any cowerup. Any 
in fo rma t ion ,  any th ing  you may know b e a r i ~ i g  on t h i s ,  w e  would 
a p p r e c i a t e  knowing very much. 

A. No, I d o n ' t  recall  anyth ing .  

MR WEST: A 1 1  r i g h t ,  M r .  CORNWELL, t h i s  w i l l  conclude our  
i n t e r r o g a t i o n .  W e  very much a p p r e c i a t e  your  coming h e r e .  We 
r e a l i z e  i t ' s  been a l o t  o f  t r o u b l e  t o  you, and you have he lp-  
ed u s ,  and w e  a r e  very  g r a t e f u l  t o  you. Thank you very much. 

The h e a r i n g  w i l l  be  r eces sed .  

(The h e a r i n g  r e c e s s e d  a t  1031 hours ,  1 0  January 
1970.) 
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SUMMARY OF TESTIMONY 

WITNESS: FAGAN, Mart in  E.  SSG 

DATE OF TESTIMONY: 6 January 1 9 7 0  

PLACE OF TESTIMONY: Pentagon 

WITNESS SUSPECTED OF: N/A 

COUNSEL: None 

DUTY ASSIGNMENT ON 16 MARCH: F i r e  D i r e c t i o n  Computer, 
Mortar P l a t o o n ,  C/1/20 

1. PRIOR T R A I N I N G  I N  RULES OF LAND WARFARE. 

C/1/20 r ece ived  i n s t r u c t i o n  i n  Hawaii on t h e  p rope r  
t echn iques  f o r  hand l ing  PW1s (pg. 4 0 )  . S t a f f  Sergeant  
FAGAN could  n o t  remember i f  C / 1 / 2 0  went through t h e  
d i v i s i o n  f i v e  day in -count ry  t r a i n i n g  program (pg. 4 0 ) .  
The w i t n e s s  had never  s een  ~ x h i b i t sM-2 and M-3 (pg.  4 1 ) .  

2. PREOPERATIONAL PLANS AND BRIEFINGS. 

a. P l a toon  l e a d e r  and NCO b r i e f i n g .  

The w i t n e s s  a t t e n d e d  a p l a t o o n  leader-NCO b r i e f i n g  
a t  LZ D o t t i e  on 15 March. This  b r i e f i n g  was conducted p r i o r  
t o  Captain  MEDINA1s  b r i e f i n g  t o  t h e  assembled company (pgs .  
7 ,  8). 

M E D I N A 1 s  b r i e f i n g  t o  t h e  p l a t o o n  l e a d e r s  and N C O ' s  
was h e l d  i n  t h e  command bunker (pg. 1 0 ) .  FAGAN could n o t  
r e c a l l  i f  t h e  squad l e a d e r s  were p r e s e n t  (pg. 9 ) .  The 
b r i e f i n g  w a s '  cral. MEDINA used a map and a g r e a s e  p e n c i l  t o  
i l l u s t r a t e  t h e  concept  of  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  (pg. 1 0 )  . This  
b r i e f i n g  w a s  s l i g h t l y  m o r e  d e t a i l e d  than  t h e  company b r i e f i n g .  
MEDINA e x p l a i n e d  t h a t  s e a r c h  and d e s t r o y  meant t o  k i l l  and 
d e s t r o y  e v e r y t h i n g  '(pg. 11). This  i nc luded  women and 
c h i l d r e n  (pg. 11). 
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b. MEDINA's  b r i e f i n g  t o  t h e  assembled company. 

MEDINA t o l d  t h e  assembled company t h a t  it was t o  
be a search  and des t roy  mission (pgs.  4 ,  8) . The v i l l a g e  
was t o  be l e v e l e d ,  e .g . ,  hootches were t o  be burned and 
l ives tock  k i l l e d .  Two enemy b a t t a l i o n s  were thought t o  be 
i n  t h e  a rea .  FAGAN was l e d  t o  b e l i e v e  t h a t  only VC or NVA 
occupied the v i l l a g e  (pg. 4 )  . 

c .  A t t i t u d e  o f  C/1/20 p r i o r  t o  t h e  a s s a u l t .  

They had heard rumors t h a t  t h e  a r e a  was heav i ly  
f o r t i f i e d  and boobytrapped with 500 pound bombs (pg. 6 )  . 
FAGAN heard t a l k  of  t h e  opera t ion  p r i o r  t o  M E D I N A t s  b r i e f -
ing.  Word was passed around t h a t  l e a f l e t s  had been dropped 
on t h e  v i l l a g e  warning t h e  populace t o  leave  (pg. 2 ) .  The 
wi tness  t e s t i f i e d  t o  being keyed up and f r igh tened  b$ t h e  
prospect  of confront ing  t h e  NVA i n  a heav i ly  boobytrapped 
a r e a  (pg. 1 2 )  . Revenge was i n  t h e i r  minds (pg. 1 2 )  . 

Memorial s e r v i c e .  

FAGAN f a i l e d  t o  r e c a l l  a memorial s e r v i c e  on 
15 March. The wi tness  was n o t  with C/1/20 a l l  day 
though (pg. 6 . 
3 .  ASSAULT ON MY LAI. 

a .  I n i t i a l  a s s a u l t .  

FAGAN was on t h e  f i r s t  l i f t .  The doorgunners were 
f i r i n g  s they went i n  (pg. 15)  . The mortar  p la toon 
c a r r i e d  only one tube  s i n c e  t h i s  was an o f f e n s i v e  oper- 
a t i o n .  They set up t h e  mortar .  The i n f a n t r y  began t h e i r  
sweep (pg. 1 6 ) .  The r i f l e  p la toons  went i n  f i r i n g  (pgs. 18,  
3 5 ) .  The mortar  platoon was n o t i f i e d  t h a t  mortar support  was 
n o t  needed (pg. 1 6 )  . The mortar was then packed up and t h e  
platoon moved i n t o  My Lai ( 4 )  behind t h e  command group 
(pg. 1 7 ) .  The mortar  platoon was given t h e  mission o f  
burning hootches and k i l l i n g  l ives tock .  MEDINA assigned 
them t h e  t a s k  a s  they  began t o  move i n t o  t h e  v i l l a g e .  The 
mortar platoon was t h e  l a s t  platoon through t h e  v i l l a g e  
(pg* 27). 

b. Observations i n  My Lai ( 4 )  . 
A s  FAGAN began t o  move through t h e  v i l l a g e  he saw 

t h a t  evcrything had been k i l l e d  (pg. 1 8 ) .  He saw many bodies 
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b u t  none were mi l i t a ry -age  males.  The w i t n e s s  saw 60-70 
bod ie s  o f  which 35 t o  40  w e r e  c h i l d r e n  under 10 y e a r s  o f  
age (pg.  21) . The on ly  h e l i c o p t e r  FAGAN saw l and  w a s  t h e  
one t h a t  evacuated CARTER (pg. 25) . 

c. M E D I N A ' s  a c t i o n s .  

About mid-way through t h e  v i l l a g e  and a f t e r  
observ ing  no th ing  b u t  dead c h i l d r e n ,  women and o l d  men, 
MEDINA c a l l e d  h i g h e r  h e a d q u a ~ t e r s  r e q u e s t i n g  t h a t  t h e  
miss ion  be changed from s e a r c h  and d e s t r o y  t o  s e a r c h  and 
c l e a r  (pg.  1 9 ) .  This  c a l l  w a s  made p r i o r  t o  CARTER wounding 
h imse l f  (pg.  1 9 ) .  

The f i r s t  r e q u e s t  w a s  den ied .  A second r e q u e s t  
10-15 minutes l a te r  was g ran ted .  MEDINA t o l d  headqua r t e r s  
t h a t  t h e  enemy had l e f t  and only women and c h i l d r e n  remained 
i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  (pg.  2 3 ) .  On r e c e i v i n g  a u t h o r i t y  t o  change 
t h e  miss ion ,  MEDINA rad ioed  t h e  p l a t o o n  l e a d e r s  and advised  
them. They w e r e  t o l d  t o  t a k e  p r i s o n e r s  and send  them back 
f o r  i n t e r r o g a t i o n  (pg. 2 4 ) .  The shoo t ing  s topped  and C/1/20 
began t a k i n g  p r i s o n e r s  (pg.  2 6 ) .  

. FAGAN observed a Vietnamese i n t e r p r e t e r  w i t h  an 
M I  s o l d i e r .  They were i n t e r r o g a t i n g  people .  MEDINA was 
informed t h a t  t h e  VC had been t h e r e  du r ing  t h e  n i g h t  and had 
moved sou th .  FAGAN w i t n e s s e s  t h e  i n t e r p r e t e r  shoo t  an o l d  
Vietnamese man whom he  was i n t e r r o g a t i n g  (pgs. 48, 49) . 
This  occu r red  a f t e r  MEDINA r eques t ed  a change o f  miss ion  
(pg.  2 3 ) .  

4. TREATMENT O F  NVA CAPTIVES. 

A f t e r  16 March, C/1/20 moved s o u t h  i n  a c o n t i n u a t i o n  o f  
i t s  s e a r c h  and c l e a r  miss ion .  They cap tu red  an enemy c o l o n e l ,  
a NVA s o l d i e r  and a NVA n u r s e  (pg.  2 8 ) .  No one moles ted t h e  
nurse .  The medic adv i sed  them t h a t  s h e  was s y p h i l i t i c  
(pg. 2 9 ) .  

MEDINA a t tempted  t o  e l i c i t  i n fo rma t ion  from t h e  s e n i o r  
o f f i c e r  by f i r s t  employing a Russian r o u l e t t e  i n t e r r o g a t i o n  
procedure  (pg. 2 9 ) .  Being u n s u c c e s s f u l ,  MEDINA then  p u t  t h e  
p r i s o n e r  a g a i n s t  a  tree and began f i r i n g  rounds over  h i s  
head each one lower t h a n  t h e  l a s t .  The p r i s o n e r  t hen  began 
t o  t a l k  (pg .  3 0 ) .  The p r i s o n e r s  were e v e n t u a l l y  evacuated 
(pg. 3 0 ) .  
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5. INQUIRIES CONCERNING THE ASSAULT. 

The w i t n e s s  neve r  heard  t h a t  an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  w a s  
being  conducted r ega rd ing  t h e  My Lai  ( 4 )  o p e r a t i o n .  MEDINA 
was never  hea rd  t o  s a y  anyth ing  about an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  
(pg.  3 2 ) .  FAGAN d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  L i eu t enan t  Colonel  BARKER 
o r  Colonel  HENDERSON speaking  w i t h  C/1/20 a t  t h e  pick-up p o i n t  
o r  a t  LZ D o t t i e  (pg.  3 1 ) .  No one e v e r  t o l d  t h e  w i t n e s s  
t o  keep q u i e t  about  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  (pg. 33 ) .  

6 .  OTHER INFORMATION. 

a. MEDINA w a s  good a t  main ta in ing  c o n t r o l  o f  t h e  unit 
(pg.  2 7 ) .  

b. The w i t n e s s  d i d  n o t  s e e  any N a t i o n a l P o l i c e  du r ing  
t h e  My Lai  o p e r a t i o n  (pgs  . 2 8 ,  29) . 

c. A f t e r  moving sou th  t o  t h e  v i c i n i t y  o f  t h e  Song T r a  
Khuc River ,  C/1/20 moved n o r t h  a g a i n  (pg. 3 1 ) .  

d .  The w i t n e s s  never  hea rd  o f  a n y  unnecessary k i l l i n g  
i n  Co Lay (pg.  32) . 

e. The i n c i d e n t  w a s  subsequent ly  d i scussed .  Some men 
had become p h y s i c a l l y  s i c k  over  t h e  dead c h i l d r e n  (pg. 3 8 ) .  
FAGAN thought  t h a t  t h e  men r e g r e t t e d  k i l l i n g  t h e  women and 
c h i l d r e n  (pgs .  37, 5 3 ) .  However, it w a s  r a t i o n a l i z e d  by 
t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e  n e x t  t i m e  people  would l e a v e  when t o l d  
(pg. 37) 

E. FAGAN saw a number o f  people  u se  mar i juana  i n  
Vietnam, b u t  h e  knew o f  no one smoking it dur ing  t h e  
My Lai ( 4 )  o p e r a t i o n  (pg. 3 8 )  . 

g. FAGAN opined t h a t  t h e  e x p e c t a t i o n  o f  a l a r g e  
enemy u n i t  w a s  t h e  mo t iva t ing  f a c t o r  i n  C/1/20 a c t i n g  so 
a g g r e s s i v e l y  (pg. 53) . 
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-EXIIILIITS 

EXHIBIT 
NUMBER DESCRIPTION NOTES 	 PAGES 

M-2 MACV Card "Nine Rules"  Had n e v e r  s een .  4 1  
M A C V - ~ ~ ~"Enemy i n  

M-3 Your Hands" Had neve r  s een .  4 1  
I d e n t l f l e d  PHU. 

P-3 Misce l l aneous  Scene 	 Be l i eved  l o c a t i o n  
was c e n t e r  o f  
My L a i  ( 4 ) .  4 1  

P-4 Misce l l aneous  Scene I d e n t i f i e d  PHU. 4 1  
CARTER w a s  s h o t  

P-6 Misce l l aneous  Scene h e r e .  42 
I d e n t i  t i e d  hoo tch  

P-9 Misce l l aneous  Scene as one i n  P-6. 42 
I d e n t i f i e d  h l rnse l t  , 

P-13 Misce l l aneous  Scene JENSEN , IMARONEY,-idpHu 
a n  

43,44 
I d e n t i f l e d  a s  

P-16 Misce l l aneous  Scene 	 hoo tch  t h e  m o r t a r  
p l a t o o n  s e t  on 
f i r e .  45 
I d e n t i f i e d  JENSEN- 

P-17 ~ i s c e l l a n e o u s  Scene 	 and MARONEY. 
Loca t i on  same a s  
P-13. 46 
I d e n t l t r e d  MEULNA 

P-19 Misce l l aneous  Scene 	 and M I  i n t e r p r e t e r .  48 

c e l l a n e o u s  Scene 	 ~ d e n t i f i e dLAVERNE 48 
I d e n t i f i e d  - eel l aneous  Scene , 	Vietnamese a s  one  
t h a t  s h o t  t h e  o l d  
Vietnamese man. 48.49 
~ d e n t i f i e da s  LZ - Misce l l aneous  Scene 	 D o t t i e  where 
C/1/20 w a s  p i c k e d .  
up f o r  CA i n t o  49  
'My L a i  ( 4 )  . 
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E X H I B I T  
NIJlgIBER DESCRIPTI ON--- NOTES PAGES 

P-31 Miscel laneous Scene I' I d e n t i f i e d  as t r a i l  
a d j a c e n t t o M y L a i .  

o d l e s  Durnlng n e x t  
50 

P-33 Miscel laneous Scene t o  s t r u c t u r e  s e t  
-5iTT.ire Dy m o r t a r t a r  
p l a toon .  

-
50 -

Ad J a c e n t  t o  -. 

P-34 Miscel laneous Scene P - 3 3 .  50 
Vietnamese rounded 

P-40 Miscel laneous Scene f o r  i n t e r r o g a t i o n .  5 1  
Large number of 

P-41 Misc_ellaneous Scene 	 bod ie s  seen  by 
w i t n e s s .  MEDINA 
c a l l e d  p l a t o o n  
l e a d e r s  a f t e r  
observ ing  bod ie s .  52 
I d e n t i k i e d  PHU and 

P-66 Photo o f  My L a i  o p e r a t i n l ~ i e t n a r n e s e  i n t e r -  
p r e t e r ,  and 
MURPHY. , 52 

Color  p r i n t s  o f  SMAIL'S 
P-126 s l i d e s .  Taken n e a r  r i v e r .  52 

W l t  Used b l u e  1nK 
P-139 A e r i a l  photo of 1.Q L a i  	 t o  marl-, h i s  r o u t e  

through M y  La1 ( 4) . 
Green i n k  i d e n t -
1rle.s LocaLrtXls 
o f  p i c t u r e s .  52,53 
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(The hear ing  reconvened a t  0920 hours ,  6 January 

COL WILSON: The hear ing  w i l l  come t o  o rde r .  

RCDR : The fol lowing named persons a r e  p r e s e n t :  COL 
WILSON AND MAJ ZYCHOWSKI. 

The next  wi tness  i s  Martin E .  FAGAN. 

(SSG FAGAN was c a l l e d  as  a wi tness ,  was sworn, and 
t e s t i f i e d  a s  fol lows :) 

Would you s t a t e  your f u l l  name, g rade ,  Soc ia l  
Secur i ty  number, s e r v i c e ,  o rgan iza t ion ,  and s t a t i o n ?  

A. S t a f f  Sergeant  Mart in  Edward FAGAN, 

Headquarters Company, 4/46th, 1st Armored Divis ion ,  F o r t  Hood, 

Texas , U. S. Army. 

COL WILSON: Sergeant  FAGAN, before  we proceed wi th  any 
ques t ions  I want t o  inform you of  s e v e r a l  ma t t e r s .  

This i n v e s t i g a t i o n  was d i r e c t e d  j o i n t l y  by The 
Secre tary  of t n e  Army and t h e  C i l i e I  oE StaiC of thc AXTL~f o r  
the  purpose of determining f a c t s  and making f i n d i n g s  and 
recommendations concerning two mat t e r s :  

(1) t h e  adequacy of  p r i o r  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s ,  and 
i n q u i r i e s  i n t o  and subsequent reviews and r e p o r t s  w i t h i n  t h e  
chain of command, of what is now commonly r e f e r r e d  t o  a s  t h e  
My Lai  i n c i d e n t  of 16 March 1968, and 

( 2 )  t h e  p o s s i b l e  suppress ion  o r  withholding of 
information by any person who had a duty t o  r e p o r t  and 
f u r n i s h  informat ion  concerning t h i s  i n c i d e n t .  

This i n v e s t i g a t i o n  i s  n o t  being conducted t o  
i n v e s t i g a t e  a11 t h e  f a c t s  and circumstances of what happened 
a t  My Lai .  I t  is d i r e c t e d  t o  those  s p e c i f i c  purposes which 
I have j u s t  s t a t e d .  

I have had made a v a i l a b l e  t o  me ,. and. t o  t h e  board,  
and have reviewed. p r i o r  o f f i c i a l  s ta tements  obta ined  i n  o t h e r  
o f f i c i a l  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  of t h e  My Lai  i n c i d e n t  t o  inc lude  
your s ta tement  t o  t h e  C I D .  
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Your testimony w i l l  be talcen under oa th  and a 
verbatim t r a n s c r i p t  w i l l  be prepared by the c o u r t  r e p o r t e r .  
A t ape  recording  i s  being made i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  verbat im 
notes  now being  taken. 

Although t h e  g e n e r a l  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  of  t h e  r e p o r t  
w i l l  be c o n f i d e n t i a l ,  i t ' s  p o s s i b l e  t h a t  a l l  t h e  testimony o r  
p a r t s  of it may become matters of p u b l i c  knowledge a t  some 
f u t u r e  d a t e .  
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I cont inue wi th  some a d d i t i o n a l  i n s t r u c t i o n s .  
Sergeant  FAGAN, you a r e  ordered n o t  t o  d i s c u s s  your testimony 
wi th  o t h e r s ,  inc lud ing  o t h e r  wi tnesses  of t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  
except  i n  performance of o f f i c i a l  duty ,  o r  a s  you may be 
requ i red  t o  do s o  be fo re  a- competent j u d i c i a l ,  l e g i s l a t i v e ,  
o r  admin i s t r a t ive  body. This i s  an admin i s t r a t ive  group. 
A j u d i c i a l  body would be a  cour t -mar t ia l  and a l e g i s l a t i v e  
group would be a congressional  i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  There is such 
a group i n  e x i s t e n c e ,  The House Armed Services  Committee. 
You may be c a l l e d  upon by those people t o  t e s t i f y ,  i n  which 
case i t  i s  p e r f e c t l y  l e g i t i m a t e .  

You a r e  s u b j e c t  t o  t h e  r e s t r a i n i n g  o r d e r  of t h e  
m i l i t a r y  judge, a s  I understand. This has  no e f f e c t  on this 
i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  You a r e  n o t  r e s t r a i n e d  by t h a t  o rde r  t o  n o t  
p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  nor a j u d i c i a l  o r  
l e g i s l a t i v e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  

Q. What was your assignment i n  March 1968? 

A. I was the f i r e  d i r e c t i o n  computer f o r  t h e  mortar  
p la toon,  C Company. 

Of Task Force Barker? 

A. Right ,  1/20 , Task Force 'Barker. 

Q. Where d i d  you normally perform your d u t i e s ,  with 
t h e  platoon o r  with company command group? 

A. I n  t h e  p la toon i t s e l f .  Most of t h e  t i m e  w e  
t r a v e l e d  behind t h e  headquar ters  s e c t i o n ,  company commander, 
RTO' s and medics. 

Q When d i d  ybu f i r s t  h e a r  t h e  planned a s s a u l t  on My 
Lai  ( 4 )  ? 

A. O f  t h e  a c t u a l  mission I th ink  it was t h e  day be fo re ,  
b u t  we had been hea r ing  rumors about it f o r  some time 
previously.  We heard  they had been dropping l e a f  l e t s  
informing t h e  people t o  leave  t h e  v i l l a g e ,  g e t  ou t  of t h e  
a rea  and go t o  re fugee  camps o r  something, because t h e r e  was 
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going t o  be an opera t ion  there . .  W e  d i d n ' t  g e t  t h e  a c t u a l  
b r i e f i n g  I t h i n k ,  u n t i l  t h e  morning b e f o r e ,  t h e  Jay before .  

Q. Who told you they had been dropping l e a f l e t s  there? 

A. W e  had heard rumors about it and w e  asked t h e  CO 
and he s a i d  t h a t  they had been dropping l e a f l e t s .  
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I d o n ' t  know t h e i r  names. 

Q. Did you hea r  him answer? 

A. N o ,  I d i d n S t ,  n o t  d i r e c t l y .  

Q Then you a r e  pass ing  hearsay information? 

A .  Well a l o t  of t h i n g s  over  t h e r e  were hearsay b u t  
everybody i n  t h e  company knew t h i s  was t h e  way we ass imi la ted  
most of our  informat ion ,  through rumors. 

Q - By t h e  CO, you a r e  t a l k i n g  about Captain MEDINA? 

A. Right.  

Q - And he supposedly t o l d  somebody t h a t  they were 
dropping l e a f l e t s ?  

A. Right ,  t h a t  they had been dropping l e a f l e t s .  

Q. What w e r e  t hese  l e a f l e t s  supposed t o  have s a i d ?  

A. It was supbosed t o  be a combination good conduct 
passes ,  a l lowing them t o  come i n  and--

Q - ( In te rpos ing)  Chieu Hoi? 

A. Right.  And information t h a t  they  had b e t t e r  move 
out  of t h e  a r e a  because t h e r e  was going t o  be an opera t ion .  
You s e e  i is is  why they o r i g i n a l l y  formed Task Force Barker,  
so we could c l e a r  out t h i s  a rea .  They t o l d  us t h a t  no 
government t r o o p s ,  w i t h  U.S. o r  Vietnamese had been i n  t h e r e  
f o r  about 20 y e a r s  o r  so .  Task Force Barker was formed t o  
c l e a r  t h i s  a r e a  o u t .  They t o l d  us t h a t  we were going t o  
have a l o t  of opera t ions  t h e r e  and t h i s  was t h e  purpose w e  
had formed t h e  t a s k  f o r c e .  

Q - Now when you heard about t h i s  a s s a u l t ,  you said 
t h e  day before  t h e  opera t ion ,  d i d  you r e c e i v e  a b r i e f i n g  a t  
D o t t i e ,  o r  where was t h i s  t h a t  you heard about t h e  CA? 

A. A t  LZ Dot t i e .  

9- And who gave you t h e  b r i e f i n g ?  
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A. Captain MEDINA. 

Q *  Did he g ive  it t o  t h e  N C O ' s  o r  d i d  he  g i v e  it t o  
t h e  e n t i r e  u n i t ?  

A. I ' m  no t  s u r e  b u t  I b e l i e v e  f i r s t  he gave it t o  t h e  
platoon se rgean t s  and a s s i s t a n t s ,  p l u s  t h e  p la toon l e a d e r s  
and then  l a t e r  on a genera l  b r i e f i n g  f o r  t h e  whole company, 
gathered i n  a group. 

&. Well, what d i d  he say  t o  t h e  group, on t h e  group 
b r i e f i n g ?  

A. Well about t h e  mission,  t h a t  it was a sea rch  and 
des t roy  mission. We expected heavy c a s u a l t i e s ,  you know, w e  
t ake  e x t r a  ammo, e x t r a  f i r s t  a i d  packets ,  make s u r e  
communications equipment was up, mortar  proofed and every- 
th ing .  As f a r  a s  we were concerned make s u r e  we had enough 
mortar  arnmuni t i o n  p l u s  r e g u l a r  anunqnition , b a l l  ammunition 
f o r  r i f l e s ,  make s u r e  we had enough grenades,  and t h i n g s  
l i k e  t h i s .  And t h a t  it was t o  be a search  and des t roy  
mission,  a l l  t h e  hootches had t o  be burned down, k i l l e d  
l i v e s t o c k ,  c u t  down bannana t r e e s ,  th ings  l i k e  t h i s .  The 
i d e a  was t o  l e v e l  t h e  p lace  s o  it wouldn't  be a comfort t o  
t h e  enemy. Because it was a s t ronghold ,  we expected two 
b a t t a l i o n s  I th ink  it was. 

Q- And t h i s  was the day before  t h e  cpe ra t ion?  

A.  Y e s ,  s,ir. 

Q. And you a t tended t h i s  b r i e f i n g ?  

A. yes ,  sir., 

Q. Have you ever  heard anything s t a t e d  a t  a l l  
concerning c i v i l i a n ,  noncombatant, o r  woman and c h i l d r e n  
moving t o  t h e  market sometime around 7 o ' c lock  i n  t h e  
morning? 

A .  From t h e  a c t u a l  experience t h e r e ,  no. But I had 
heard l a t e r  i n  t h e  papers ,  a s ta tement  by Captain MEDINA 
saying  t h a t  7 o 'clock w a s  supposed t o  be t h e  move out  per iod  
bu t  from what I understood a t  t h e  time t h e r e ,  there were 
supposed t o  be no c i v i l i a n s  t h e r e  a t  a l l .  This was i r r e g a r d -
l e s s  of market day o r  market time o r  whatever i t ' s  supposed 
t o  be.  The only persons t h a t  were supposed t o  be t h e r e  were 
Viet  Cong o r  NVA. 
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Q W e l l ,  how d i d  you g e t  t h i s  understanding? 

A. Well, i n  t h e  b r i e f i n g .  

Q. From t h e  b r i e f i n g ?  

A. yes ,  s i r .  

Q. Did you know t h i s  a r e a  was o u t  of your normal 
a r e a  of  opera t ions?  This was not  w i t h i n  t h e  a r e a  of Task 
Force Barker opera t ions .  

A. Not t o  my knowledge, a s  f a r  a s  I knew this was 
our  AO. 

Q* I mention t h a t  because i n  accordance with t h e  
records and t h e  testimony t h a t  we  have, you had n o t  been i n  
this a rea  before .  This was t h e  f i r s t  t ime i n t o  My Lai ( 4 ) .  
You had been on t h e  r i v e r  up t o  t h e  n o r t h  i n  blocking 
p o s i t i o n s .  Did you have any knowledge of  o t h e r  u n i t s  i n  t h e  
t a s k  f o r c e  conducting opera t ions  i n t o  My Lai ( 4 )  ? 

A. Actual ly  i n t o  t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

Q. Y e s .  

A. No, sir.  

Q Did you have any knowledge of  c a s u a l t i e s  t h a t  had 
been rece ived ,  i n  t h a t  a rea?  

A. From o t h e r  u n i t s ?  

8. Yes. 

A. Again, no. 

Q - But you were under t h e  impression,  a s  I understand,  
Your tes t imony,  t h a t  you w e r e  going i n t o  an a r e a  which had a 
s i z e a b l e  enemy f o r c e ?  

A. Yes, s ir ,  d e f i n i t e l y  . 
Q. A f o r t i f i e d  area?  
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A. It was supposed t o  be .  We had heard rumors t h a t  
they w e r e  using 500-pound bombs and booby t r a p s .  That t h e  
a rea  had been heav i ly  booby t rapped because noth ing  bes ides  
t h e  enemy had been i n  t h e r e .  They had s t r o n g  f i e l d  
f o r t i f i c a t i o n s  and bunker systems. I be l i eve  t h e r e  was 
supposed t o  be an NVA B a t t a l i o n  and they were good f i g h t e r s .  
We would have t o  be on our t o e s .  

Q Was t h i s  covered i n  t h e  b r i e f i n g ?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  

Q I n  o t h e r  words t h i s  enemy p i c t u r e  was g iven  t o  
you by Captain MEDINA? 

A. Yes, sir ,  enemy s i t u a t i o n .  

Q. Do you r e c a l l  any p a r t i c u l a r  ceremony t a k i n g  p lace  
t h a t  day? A memorial s e r v i c e  on t h e  15th  of March? 

A. No, s i r ,  t h e  only memorial s e r v i c e  I e v e r  went 
t o ,  I c a n ' t  even remember who it was f o r ,  was up a t ,  w e  c a l l  
i t ,  G i l l i g a n ' s  I s land .  I t  was no where near  Duc Pho. A s  f a r  
a s  I remember t h e r e  was no memorial s e r v i c e .  

Q - Where was G i l l i g a n ' s  I s land?  

A. I t  was, I th ink  t h e  name of it r e a l l y  was Sa Huynh. 

Q Sa Huynh. 

A. I t ' s  no t  an i s l a n d .  I t ' s  r e a l l y  a peninsula ,  and 
they had a memorial s e r v i c e  up t h e r e  and t h a t ' s  t h e  only one 
I ever  a t tended.  

Q. Tha t ' s  t h e  only one you e v e r  a t tended?  

A. Yes, s i r .  

Q - Were you a t  D o t t i e  a l l  day on t h e  15 th  p r i o r  t o  
t h i s  opera t ion .  

A. I was wi th  t h e  company a l l  t h e  time i n  Vietnam, 
t h e  whole year .  

Q *  And you d o n ' t  remember a memorial s e r v i c e  a t  
D o t t i e ,  on t h e  15th  p r i o r  t o  t h e  opera t ion?  
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A. NO,  s i r .  

Q e  D o  yon r e c a l l  a number of men being k i l l e d  i n  a 
minefield? 

A. Yes, sir. A l o t  of them were wounded and k i l l e d .  

Q We w i l l  r ecess .  

(The hear ing  recessed  a t  0935 hours ,  6 January 
1970. ) 

(The hear ing  reconvened a t  0941 hours ,  6 January 
1970 wi th  COL W I L S O N  and MAJ ZYCHOWSKI p resen t . )  

COL WILSON: The hear ing  w i l l  come t o  o rde r .  I remind you 
t h a t  you a r e  s t i l l  under oath.  

Sergeant  I want t o  pursue one t h i n g  b u t  go ahead 
and make your s t a t ement ,  what d i d  you say? 

A .  I wasn ' t  a c t u a l l y  wi th  t h e  company t h a t  day, we 
- -AnGrG...-A s a p ~ ~ r t i c c jLZ Uptight.  

Q . Well, t h e  reason I asked you about t h a t  i s  t h e r e  
were some f a t a l i t i e s  i n  t h a t  minef i e ld .  I wanted t o  be s u r e  
whether o r  not  you r e c a l l  i f  you a t tended a ceremony f o r  
t h e s e  people t h a t  were k i l l e d  i n  t h e  minef ie ld?  You d o n ' t  
r e c a l l  t h a t ?  

A. I t h i n k  t h e r e  was about 17 o r  1 8  of them. I 
d i d n ' t  know how many of them were k i l l e d  o r  wounded b u t  
I d o n ' t  remember a t t end ing  any memorial s e r v i c e  a t  a l l .  

Q. A l l  r i g h t .  Now I want t o  go back a moment t o  t h i s  
b r i e f i n g  s p e c i f i c a l l y  I want you t o  t r y  t o  r e c a l l  everyth ing  
t h a t  you can concerning a p la toon l e a d e r ' s  o r  an NCO b r i e f i n g .  
Did you go t o  t h i s  b r i e f i n g ?  

A. Yes, s ir .  

Q. You went t o  t h e  NCO b r i e f i n g ?  
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A. Even though I w a s  t h e  c h i e f  computer, a c t u a l l y ,  I 
was a l s o  an a s s i s t a n t  platoon s e r g e a n t .  You s t e  they can-
c e l l e d  o u t ,  t hey  changed t h e  TO&E when w e  l e f t  Hawaii s o  
t h e r e  was no more s e c t i o n  se rgean t .  I was s t i l l  a c t i n g  i n  
h i s  capac i ty ,  coordina t ing  between our  squads and t h e  pla-  
toon se rgean t .  A s  t h e  computer I always had t o  know where 
the mission w a s ,  what we were expected t o  suppor t  and t h i n g s  
like t h i s  because I had t o  compute where t h e  mortar  had t o  
f i re .  
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So any t i m e  Sergeant  MARONEY went t o  a meeting, he was 
platoon s e r g e a n t  t h e n ,  I always went wi th  my maps and took 
down notes  and th ings  l i k e  t h i s .  

, -
Q - What I want t o  do is  fix t h e  time and l o c a t i o n  of 
t h i s  NCO b r i e f i n g ?  

A. Location would be i n  t h e  command bunker and t i m e  
I t h i n k  was a f t e r  supper .  

Q - It w a s  i n  t h e  evening then? 

A.  Yes, I b e l i e v e  s o .  

Q W e l l ,  from what you t e l l  me, t h e  NCO b r i e f i n g
followed t h e  company b r i e f i n g ?  O r  d i d  it precede t h e  company 
b r i e f i n g .  Which w a s  f i r s t ?  

A. Oh, t h e  NCO meeting would be f i r s t .  

Q The NCO meeting was first.  Now was t h i s  a meeting
which covered o t h e r  a c t i v i t i e s  o r  was it s t r i c t l y  designed 
o r  h e l d  f o r  t h e  purpose of opera t ion  t h e  next  day? 

A. - It w a s  a long time ago. - Primar i ly  I would t h i n k  
it would be f o r  t h e  mission;  

.a For t h e  opera t ion  t h e  coming day. Now i f  it was 
a f t e r  chow, was i t  dark? 

A. I c a n ' t  remember t h e  e x a c t  t i m e .  

Q Because some of t h e  s ta tements  w e  have had, from 
some of t h e  personnel ,  regarding t h e  company b r i e f i n g  were to  
the e f f e c t  t h a t  Captain MEDINA s tood be fo re  t h e  e n t i r e  company. 
Be gave t h e  concept of opera t ion  and what was going t o  happen. 
He a l s o  used a s t i c k  t o  d r a w  on t h e  ground. 

A. For the  main company b r i e f i n g  I remember w e  w e r e  
s i t t i n g  around t h e  bunkers i n  a s o r t  of a h a l f  c i r c l e ,  a horse-
shoe shape. He s tood  i n  t h e  middle and he  gave t h e  company 
b r i e f i n g .  For the  a c t u a l  NCO briefing I c a n ' t  remember t h e  
exac t  t i m e ,  t h a t ' s  been a long t ime ago. I t  must have been 
e a r l y  though because we always had t h e  NCO meet ings,  p la toon 
se rgean t  meetings,  before  t h e  company meeting and maybe a f t e r -
wards w e  might have a ,  no t  a c t u a l l y  a meeting b u t  a per iod  
of ques t ion ing  t h e  CO. 
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This would be j u s t  t h e  platoon s e r g e a n t s ,  j u s t  t o  c l a r i f y  
any f i n a l  d e t a i l s  and make s u r e  everyth ing  was understood 
t h a t  was going t o  happen. Come t o  t h i n k  of i t  I t h i n k  t h e  
meeting was a f t e r  t h e  company b r i e f i n g .  

Q Now, I ' m  n o t  t r y i n g  t o  pu t  i d e a s  i n  your head, I ' m  
j u s t  t r y i n g  t o  f i x  t h i s  because w e  haven" r e a l l y  g o t t e n  an 
i n d i c a t i o n  t h a t  t h e r e  w a s  a s e p a r a t e  meeting. We'd l i k e  t o  
pursue t h i s  t o  t h e  maximum a s  t o  what you can r e c a l l  about 
t h a t  meeting. What was t h e  purpose of t h e  meeting i f  t h e  
company was b r i e f e d  on t h e  opera t ion?  

A. The company j u s t  go t  a genera l  type of b r i e f i n g ,
w e l l ,  i t  covered almost everyth ing .  But during a r e g u l a r  

. company b r i e f i n g  you c a n ' t  f i x  up your maps and th ings  l i k e  
t h i s .  You know what t h e  o b j e c t i v e  was, which way was 
your approach, where o t h e r  companys were going t o  be s o  you 
wouldn ' t  f i r e  i n  t h a t  d i r e c t i o n ,  who was supposed t o  be 
suppor t ing  you, from where and time elements.  

Q ~ d l ,i t ' s  obvious t h a t  t h e  suppor t ing  weapons,
t h e  mor tars ,  would have t o  know more d e t a i l e d  information 
than t h e  company, b u t  t h i s  was no t  j u s t  f o r  t h e  mortar  
p la toon,  this was f o r  a l l  t h e  N C O ' s  i n  t h e  u n i t .  

A. Yes, s i r ,  w e l l  no t  a l l  t h e  N C O 1 s ,  t h e  platoon 
se rgean t s  o r  s e c t i o n  se rgean t s .  

(1 How about squad l e a d e r s ?  Do you r e c a l l  i f  any of 
t h e  squad l e a d e r s  were t h e r e ?  

A. NO,  s i r .  

Q. You mean they were not  o r  you d o n ' t  r e c a l l ?  

A. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l ,  probably n o t ,  though. 

Q. Now I ' m  t a l k i n g  about t h e  mortar  squad l e a d e r s ,  
I ' m  t a l k i n g  about t h e  r i f l e  p la toon squad l e a d e r s .  

A. Right. 

Q. You c a n ' t  f i x  it whether i t  was be fo re  o r  a f t e r  
the company meeting? 

A. N O ,  I c a n ' t  s ir .  

Q. But t h e r e  was an NCO b r i e f i n g ?  
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A. yes ,  sir. 

Q - Which inc luded t h e  platoon l e a d e r s ?  

A. . Yes, sir. 

Q. And t h i s  b r i e f i n g  p r imar i ly  concerned t h e  d e t a i l s  
of t h e  opera t ion  a s  opposed t o  t h e  genera l  concept which 
Captain MEDINA gave t h e  company? 

A. Right sir .  

Q. Now t h i s  NCO b r i e f i n g  was given by Captain MEDINA? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. And then  t h e r e  was a ques t ion  and answer pe r iod ,  
I suppose, a f t e r  t h a t ?  

A. Right s ir .  

Q - And t h i s  was h e l d  i n  t h e  command bunker? 

A. Yes, sir.  

Q- I d o n ' t  know t h e  s i z e  of t h e  command bunker. How 
many people can g e t  i n  t h e  command bunker? 

A. I guess t h e  s i z e  of it was about 2'5 by 35 f e e t .  
They had s o r t  of l i k e  a bunk bed s e t  up, b u t  you could g e t  
20 t o  30 people i n  t h e r e  easy.  

Q Is t h i s  where Captain MEDINA s l e p t ?  

A. yes, sir. 

Q - Were t h e r e  any b r i e f i n g  a i d s  used? Did he have a 
map up  o r  was it mastly an o r a l  d i scuss ion?  

A. Oral.  , 

Q. There were no maps used, photographs,  o r  anything 
l i k e  t h a t ?  

A. No photographs. H e  had t o  use h i s  map t o  t e l l  us  
where t h e  o t h e r  people were going t o  be and w e  t r a n s f e r r e d  
t h i s  on t o  our map. You know wi th  a g rease  p e n c i l .  

Q. This was a l l  handled o r a l l y ,  nothing i n  wr i t ing?  
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A. No, sir.  The only w r i t i n g  was what we d id .  You 
know w r i t i n g  i n  our  notebooks. 

Q. Y e s .  You d o n ' t  have your notebook dc you? 

A. No, sir.  I f  I knew a l l  t h i s  was going t o  happen 
i ? d  have k e p t  i t  though. 

MAJ ZYCHOWSKI: Sergeant FAGAN, do you r e c a l l  what was 
a c t u a l l y  s a i d  a t  t h e  NCO b r i e f i n g  i n  comparison t o  what was 
s a i d  a t  t h e  company b r i e f i n g ?  Was it t h e  same o r  was it 
d i f f e r e n t  o r  what? 

A. From what I r e c a l l  everyth ing  was p r e t t y  much 
i d e n t i c a l  except  a l i t t l e  more d e t a i l  i n  t h e  NCO meeting. 
They gave t h e  genera l  concept of opera t ion  t o  t h e  company, 
what was expected,  what was going t o  be accomplished, o r  
what was hoped t o  be accomplished, again genera l ly  where 
the  o t h e r  people were, what kind of s e c u r i t y  we had around, 
t h e  suppor t  and th ings  l i k e  t h i s .  But g e n e r a l l y  I ' d  say it 
was b a s i c a l l y  t h e  same, a l i t t l e  l e s s  d e t a i l e d .  

Q Were t h e r e  any ques t ions  asked by t h e  men about 
t h e  sea rch  and des t roy  mission compared t o  t h e  search  and 
c l e a r  mission? 

A. Matter  of f a c t  t h a t  was t h e  only search  and des t roy  
mission w e  had e v e r  been on, and t h e  ques t ion  arose  what was 
a sea rch  and des t roy  mission.  Because every mission w e  had 
ever  been on was search  and c l e a r .  J u s t  searching  o u t  t h e  
a r e a ,  and t h a t  was b a s i c a l l y  about it. We were t o l d  t h a t  
search  and des t roy  was t o  go i n  and anybody t h e r e  would be 
k i l l e d ,  t h e  houses would be p u t  a f i r e ,  b u t t  down t h e  t r e e s ,  
k i l l  t h e  l i v e s t o c k ,  i n  o t h e r  words, j u s t  completely d e s o l a t e  
t h e  area .  Don't leave anything t h e r e .  

Q. Would t h i s  inc lude  woman and c h i l d r e n ,  too?  

A. Anything t h a t  was t h e r e ,  i f  i t  was t h e r e ,  too  bad 
about it. 

Q D i d  you expect  t o  f i n d  women and c h i l d r e n  i n  t h e  
v i l l a g e ?  

A. No. A l l  we expected was a l o t  of heavy r e s i s t a n c e  
and I guess NVA r e g u l a r s  o r  V C 1 s .  
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Q - A t  t h i s  b r i e f i n g  you a t t ended ,  do you r e c a l l  i f  
t h e r e  w e r e  any members of an engineer  u n i t  assigned t o  Task 
Force Barker? 

A. I t h i n k  t h e r e  was a demo team t h e r e ,  t o  blow up 
tunne l s  and disarm booby t r a p s .  EOD team o r  demolating I 'm 
no t  s u r e .  

Q *  Do you r e c a l l  t h e  names of any of t h e s e  people? 

A. No, I d o n ' t .  

COL WILSON: What e x a c t l y  was your f e e l i n g  when you conducted 
t h i s  opera t ion?  Did you f e e l  keyed up, were you more 
f r igh tened  than  on ,o ther  o p e r a t i o n s ,  d i d  t h e r e  appear t o  be 
an element of danger t o  t h i s  opera t ion  which you h a d n ' t  
encountered be fo re?  .How d i d  you f e e l  about t h i s ?  

A. Well, pe r sona l ly  I was sca red  a11 t h e  time I was 
over  t h e r e .  I was always a f r a i d  of booby t r a p s .  I th ink  
t h a t ' s  where we  took most of our c a s u a l t i e s ,  and we under-
s tood t h a t  it was heav i ly  booby t rapped.  I ' m  more a f r a i d  
of booby t r a p s  than I was of NVA o r  VC. I d o n ' t  mind peo-
p l e  shoot ing  a t  m e ,  b u t  you c a n ' t  s e e  a booby t r a p ,  you d o n ' t  
know where i t ' s  a t .  I guess I was more f r igh tened  on t h i s  
miss ion ,  e s p e c i a l l y  s i n c e  we thought t h e r e  would be a cou-
p l e  b a t t a l i o n s  of NVA, and I understand they a r e  r e a l  good 
f i g h t e r s .  I j u s t  worr ied about my job i f  they  needed mortar  
support  t o  make s u r e  I could g e t  it t h e r e .  That was my main 
concern. D e f i n i t e l y  keyed up. 

Q. Would you say t h a t  t h e  o t h e r  members of t h e  com-
pany w e r e  i n  t h i s  same mental  a t t i t u d e ?  

A. I ' d  say probably. Like I s a i d ,  we had q u i t e  a 
f e w  c a s u a l t i e s  previous t o  t h e  mission and t h i s  was going t o  
be t h e  chance t o  g e t  even,  s o  t o  speak. 

& So t h e  thought of revenge was i n  t h e  minds of C 
Company? 

A. Yes, I would say d e f i n i t e l y .  

Q. Was t h e  mortar  platoon e n t i r e l y  loca ted  a t  Dot t i e  
on t h e  15th  of March? D i d  t h e  mortar  p ia toon  ever  s p l i t  
between Dot t i e  and Uptight? 
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A. We d i d ,  b u t  n o t  on t h a t  occasion.  I b e l i e v e  we  
were a11 t o g e t h e r  then.  I ' m  almost p o s i t i v e  we were t o g e t h e r  
a t  t h a t  time. We r a r e l y  s e p a r a t e d ,  n o t  t o o  o f t e n ,  I t h i n k  
only about t h r e e  t imes ,  because when you t ake  a  mortar  p la toon 
i n  t h e  f i e l d ,  one whole p la toon i s  needed t o  c a r r y  one gun. 
You have one squad ca r ry ing  t h e  gun and two squads ca r ry ing  
t h e  ammunition, p lus  those  two squads have t o  a c t  a s  f lank  
s e c u r i t y ,  one whole plqtoon t o  c a r r y  one gun. 

9 How many tubes  did you have on t h e  15 th  of March? 

A. Three. 

Q Three? 

A. A t  t h e  LZ? 

Q No, how many tubes  d i d  you nave on t h e  15 th  of  
March? 

A. One on t h e  opera t ion .  J u s t  one,  t h a t ' s  a l l  we 
could c a r r y .  

A 
U. Jlist ~ i i et ube ,  ant? two +ll"nc,,,, ,-ern5l.,.,lnzd Sack et 
e i t h e r  Dot t i e  o r  Uptight?  

A. Y e s .  

Q. But t h e  e n t i r e  p la toon was committed with t h a t  
one tube?  

A. Yes, sir. Like I say  you have t o  have one platoon 
t o  c a r r y  j u s t  t h e  one gun. 

Q. That I s  f o r  an a s s a u l t  type  opera t ion  you a r e  
t a l k i n g  about? 

A. That I s  f o r  any type  opera t ion .  

Q. Any type  opera t ion  where you move a s  opposed t o  a 
defens ive  p o s i t i o n ?  

A. Right, sir. 

Q So two tubes remained a t  D o t t i e  wi thou t  personnel?  
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A. Well they  weren ' t  w i th  us i n  t h e  f i e l d .  I d o n ' t  
know whether they  were a t  Dot t i e  o r  Uptight.  

Q - - But what I ' m  t r y i n g  t o  g e t  a t  is--

A. ( In te rpos ing)  No personnel were back t h e r e  with 
them. I think they  w e r e  turned  over  t o  another  company t o  
use f o r  per imeter  defense.  

Q But they  w e r e  i n  a p o s i t i o n  prepared t o  f i r e  i f  
they w e r e  needed? 

A. From LZ Dot t i e?  

Yes. 

A. . No, we  c o u l d n ' t  cover t h a t  f a r .  

C2- No, I mean they w e r e n ' t  dismantled and i n  t h e  
bunker somewhere. They were a c t u a l l y  i n  t h e  p o s i t i o n  s e t  
up and ready t o  f i r e ,  aiming s t a k e s  o u t  and s o  f o r t h ?  

A. Yes, s ir .  

(The hea r ing  recessed  a t  0956 hours ,  6 January 
1970.) 

(The hear ing  reconvened a t  1000 hours ,  6 Jarluary 
1970 wi th  COL WILSON and MAJ ZYCHOWSKI p resen t . )  

.COL WILSON : The hear ing  w i l l  come t o  o rde r .  You a r e  reminded 
t h a t  you a r e  s t i l l  under oa th .  

A s  f a r  a s  t h e  mortar p la toon was doncerned t h e  
personnel of t h e  mortar  platoon went on t h e  combat a s s a u l t  
opera t ion?  

A. Yes, s i r .  

Q P r i o r  t o  your depar tu re ,  I want you t o  look over  
our  wi tness  c h a r t  and give us any information you can, un less  
you happen t o  have a r o s t e r  of t h e  mortar  p la toon.  

Do I have a r o s t e r ?  

I Q. Yes. 

A. No, I d o n ' t .  I saw one a t  C I D .  
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Q Yes, we have t h a t  bu t .  it d o z s n ' t  break ou t  
the  p la toons .  

A. I know t h e  people i n  t h e  platoon.  

Q W e  a r e  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  t h e  ones t h a t  were i n  
My Lai  ( 4 ) .  

A. I can probably t e l l  which ones.  Sergeant  
MARONEY was in fused  t o  another  u n i t ,  and I had t h a t  
p la toon.  

Q This was a f t e r  t h e  1 6 t h - of  March? 

A. Y e s .  

Q Which l i f t  were you on? 

A. I ' m  no t  su re  exac t ly  b u t  I t h i n k  it was t h e  
t h i r d  s h i p .  

Q The t h i r d  s h i p  of  which l i f t ?  

A. I t h i n k  it was t h e  f i r s t  l i f t ,  w e  g o t  i n  
t h ~ r r .,,,,,, ~ r z t t yquickly .  N~rxz1l.yP:C h ~ dt h r e e  l i f t s ,  we 
went i n  there on t h e  s e c ~ n do r  t h i r d .  

Q. Our information i s ,  t h e r e  were two l i f ts ,  
n ine  s l i c k s  on each l i f t .  

A .  That sounds about r i g h t .  I t h i n k  we  were on 
t h e  f i r s t  one. We s e t  up t h e  mortar  r i g h t  away. 

Q. Were t h e  doorgunners f i r i n g  when you went i n ?  

A. Y e s ,  they w e r e .  

Q Do you remember which doorgunner? 

A. A l l  of them. 

Q I f  you go i n  a formation of  vees i t ' s  n o t  l i k e l y  
they  would be shoot ing  o u t  both s i d e s  i s  i t ?  

A. No, I was s i t t i n g  by t h e  le f t -hand gunner a s  I 
f a c e  t h e  f r o n t .  

15 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

APP T-67 



FOR O F F I C I A L  USE ONLY 

& That would be t h e  p o r t  s i d e ?  

A. I know d e f i n i t e l y  he was. It sca red  t h e  h e l l  
ou t  of m e .  

Q When you l e f t  t h e  a i r c r a f t  d id  you l eave  from 
t h a t  door? 

D e f i n i t e l y ,  I l e f t  o u t  of t h e r e  i n  a hurry .  

Q Which way d i d  you go t o  g e t  ' t o  t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

A. I d i d n ' t .  When we landed,  I made it f o r  a r i c e  
paddy. W e  landed on t h e  west s i d e  of t h e  v i l l a g e .  

Q Well, d i d  you observe t h e  performance o r  t h e  
opera t ion  of t h e  u n i t  as they moved up t o  t h e  v i l l a g e ?  
Were they f i r i n g ?  

Yes, s i r .  We set  up and r i g h t  away t h e  p la toonA. 
s t a r t e d  sweeping through. We were r i g h t  behind--we were 
near  t h e  headquar ters  group and t h e  platoon s t a r t e d  sweep-
i n g  through t h e  v i l l a g e .  They c a l l e d  us and s a i d  we would-
n ' t  need any mortar f i r e ,  pack it up and s t a r t  moving through. 

Q. D o  you r e c a l l  what time t h a t  was? 

A. No,, it was i n  t h e  morning, though. 

Q. Had t h e  command group moved i n t o  t h e  v i l l a g e  
when you rece ived  this c a l l ?  

A. We were r i g h t  behind t h e  command group. 

Q. But t h e  gun was s t i l l  i n  p o s i t i o n  back on t h e  
landing  .zone? 

A. When t h e  platoon s t a r t e d  sweeping? 

Q .  Yes. 

A. Right.  

Q. And you were wi th  t h e  command group? 

A. N O ,  s i r ,  I was wi th  t h e  mortar  p la toon.  
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Q Okay. Now, what I ' m  t r y i n g  t o  determine is  t h a t  
you were c a l l e d  and t o l d  mortar  f i r e  would n o t  be r equ i red  
and t o  move t h e  gun forward. 

A. Right ,  s ir .  

Q. So you were separa ted  from t h e  gun? 

A. No, s i r ,  I was wi th  t h e  gun. 

Q Okay. The cormnand group and t h e  gun s t ayed  i n  
one p lace?  

A. . I n i t i a l l y ,  maybe f o r  a couple of minutes.  

Q So when you s t a t e  t h a t  you were c a l l e d ,  you
would be almost wi th in  d i r e c t  c o n t a c t  wi th  whoever 
t o l d  you t o  move t h e  gun? 

A. Right ,  it was on t h e  r a d i o  because of  t h e  loud 
f i r e  and t h e  no i se .  You s e e ,  we  j u s t  s e t  up and I t h i n k  
it was j u s t  a couple of minutes,  maybe 5 minutes. They 
s t a r t e d  sweeping through with a  l o t  of f i r e  and everyth ing ,  
and they  s a i d  we wouldn't  need mortar  f i r e .  We packed t h e  
gun up and s p l i t  it up between t h e  crew and then  we 
started xovlng behind headquarters  grczp, burning the 
v i l l a g e .  This was s o r t  o f  our  secondary func t ion .  We 
would be a  pol icing-up team. 

9. But you s t ayed  with t h e  command group? 

A. Well wi th  t h e  mortar  platoon.  

Q. A l l  r i g h t .  The mortar  p la toon s t ayed  with t h e  
command group? 

A. Right ,  behind it. 

Q • Behind t h e  command group? 

A.0 Yes, sir. 

Q- A t  t h e  t i m e  the command group moved i n t o  t h e  
v i l l a g e  was t h e r e  a l o t  of small  arms f i r e ?  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q.. Did you s e e  when t h e  two l e a d  p la toons  jumped 
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o f f  and moved i n t o  t h e  v i l l a g e ?  Did you s e e  them a s  they 
began t h e i r  sweep? 

A. Well I saw them moving o u t  b u t  I d idn '  t accompany 
them. 

Q No, bu t  were they f i r i n g  then?  

A. Yes, s i r ,  they  went i n  f i r i n g  and I ' d  say  came 
ou t  f i r i n g .  

Q When you moved through t h e  v i l l a g e  d i d  you 
see  many dead i n d i v i d u a l s ,  I won' t say c i v i l i a n s  o r  non-
c i v i l i a n s ,  b u t  d id  you s e e  many dead people? 

A. . I ' d  say y e s ,  sir ,  t h e r e  were q u i t e  a few of 
them. I d i d n ' t  s e e  any l i v e  ones,  I d i d n ' t  s e e  any l i v e  
l i v e s t o c k  even. Everything was s h o t ,  s h o t  up and k i l l e d ,  
u n t i l  we g o t  i n t o  t h e  v i l l a g e  and a f t e r  awhile they s t a r t e d  
t ak ing  p r i s o n e r s .  

Q What do you mean a f t e r  awhile? 

A. Well, w e  s t a r t e d  going through t h e  v i l l a g e  and 
I guess they  made a s i t u a t i o n  r e p o r t .  You know, t h e  CO asked 
the  platoon l e a d e r s  wha t ' s  going on. You know a l o t  of firing, 
t ak ing  a l o t  of  c a s u a l t i e s ,  what ' s  t h e  s i t u a t i o n  up t h e r e  
and f i n a l l y  when w e  s t a r t e d  coming through t h e  v i l l a g e  we  
could s e e  a l l  the  bod ies ,  you know, 'women and c h i l d r e n ,  o l d  
men, b u t  w e  d i d n ' t  s e e  many mi l i ta ry-age  males. Matter of 
f a c t ,  I d o n ' t  even know i f  we saw any. They c a l l e d  up and 
s a i d  a r e  you t ak ing  a l o t  of VC o r  NVA, o r  k i l l i n g  them. I 
d o n ' t  know what he go t  back on i t  b u t  it was apparent  t h a t  
the  only t h i n g  i n  t h e r e  was woman and c h i l d r e n  and o l d  men. 
So he c a l l e d  back a f t e r  a  whi l e ,  I don' t know how long,  and 
asked t o  change t h e  mission. 

Q Are you t a l k i n g  about Captain MEDINA? 

A. Yes, s ir .  

Q Called back where? 

A. To h igher  headquar ters ,  I guess b a t t a l i o n  o r  Task 
Force Barker: 
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Q. What d id  Ile ask? 

A. To change t h e  mission from search  and des t roy  t o  
sea rch  and c l e a r ,  because t h e  bodies  i n d i c a t e d  the NVA had 
moved o u t  of t h e  a rea .  

Q Did you hear  t h i s  r eques t?  

A. Yes, sir ,  we were r i g h t  behind t h e  headquar ters  
group. 

&. And Captain MEDINA t a l k e d  t o  e i t h e r  Task Force 
Barker o r  some o t h e r  element and reques ted  t h a t  t h e  mission 
be changed from search  and des t roy  t o  search  and c l e a r .  

A. Yes, s i r .  

Q You heard t h i s ?  

A. Yes, s i r .  

Q. Now, I want t o  go back over  t h i s  a minute.  You 
s a i d  f i rs t  t h a t  he caiie; duwn and asked f o r  a sitnation 
r e p o r t  o r  s p o t  r e p o r t  on t h e  number of c a s u a l t i e s  t h a t  they 
were taken and the VC and NVA they were g e t t i n g ?  

A .  Y e s ,  s i r .  

Q. Then you s a i d  you saw a l a r g e  n-amber of bodies 
around which were women and c h i l d r e n  and o l d  men, and a t  t h i s  
time Captain MEDINA made t h i s  r eques t  f o r  a change of  mission 
assignment, is t h a t  c o r r e c t ?  

A. No, w e  had been i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  f o r  a whi le ,  I d o n ' t  
know how long e x a c t l y ,  b u t  we were going through and we saw 
t h e r e  was nothing bu t  women, c h i l d r e n ,  and .old men, When 
he found o u t  t h a t  t h i s  w a s  t h e  case ,  he wanted t o  change t h e  
mission from search  and des t roy  t o  a search  and c l e a r .  

Q =  A l l  r i g h t  now, do you remember what t ime t h i s  was? 

A. N o ,  sir. 

Q. Do you remember when CARTER was s h o t ?  
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A. !ithen CARTER was s h o t ,  he wasn' t shot--

Q • Well I mean when he was wounded. How long be fo re  
t h a t  d id  t h i s  t ake  place o r  a f t e r  t h a t  d i d  t h i s  t a k e  p lace?  
This r eques t  of Cap.tain MEDINA' s?  

A, A l i t t l e  before  i t ,  I be l i eve .  

&- I t  was before  CARTER was sho t .  

A. I b e l i e v e  s o ,  because I remember we were t a k i n g  
a break and CARTER went i n  t o  check a--you s e e  headquar ters  
and mortar  platoon s a t  around t h e  hootches t h e r e  and took a 
break and he went i n  t o  check t h i s  tunne l  ou t .  He come back 
o u t  and he s h o t  himself i n  t h e  f o o t  on t h e  way o u t .  You 
know, when you go i n  a tunnel  you always keep your gun on 
f u l l  cock i n  case something i s  i n  t h e  tunne l .  When h e '  
backed o u t  he s h o t  h i s  f o o t  by mistake.  

Q But t h i s  r eques t  t h a t  Captain MEDINA made was 
before  CARTER s h o t  h imsel f?  

A. I b e l i e v e  s o ,  I c o u l d n ' t  say e x a c t l y .  

Q. How f a r  had you gone i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  when t h i s  
r eques t  was made? 

A. I ' d  say we were about i n  t h e  middle of it. 

Q. You th ink  you were i n . a b o u t  t h e  middle o f  t h e  
v i l l a g e  when Captain MEDINA reques ted  t h i s ?  

A. Yes, s i r .  

Q. Now, what propor t ion  of t h e  people t h a t  were t h e r e ,  
t h a t  you saw, do you th ink  were ch i ld ren?  And I ' m  t a l k i n g  
about under 10 yea r s  o l d ?  

A. Of o v e r a l l  bodies? 

Yes. 

A. I ' d  say 50 percent .  

Q F i f t y  pe rcen t  were c h i l d r e n  under 1 0  yea r s  o ld .  
Now l e t  me ask you a ques t ion  which I should have asked 
before  t h a t .  How many bodies do you t h i n k  you saw? 
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A. Overal l  I ' d  say  t h e r e  were about 250 t o  300 bodies  
t h e r e .  

Q. That you saw? 

A. Not pe r sona l ly ,  I mean I saw a bunch of them. I 
d i d n ' t  count them. 

Q. No, how many you s e e  approximately? 

A. I ' d  say I saw about 6 0  o r  70 bodies  myself .  

Q. And t h a t . w o u l d  make about 30 bodies  ch i ld ren?  

A. Thi r ty- f ive  t o  f o r t y ,  I ' d  say about 50 t o  6 0  percent  
of them. 

& How about women, what pe rcen t  were women? 

A. J u s t  about t h e  r e s t  of them. 

Q How a b o u t t h e  o l d  men you r e f e r r e d  t o ?  

A. Not t o o  many a t  a l l .  

.&. NOW you mention t h e  f i g u r e  of 2 5 0 ,  where d i d  
you g e t  t h i s  from? 

A. When w e  f i n i s h e d  up t h e  opera t ion  t h e r e ,  we 
heard numbers and 300 w a s  about an average f i g u r e .  Some 
guesses went about as high a s  500. 

9 This was the s c u t t l e b u t t  back a t  D o t t i e ,  o r  was 
t h i s  before  you go t  back t o  d o t t i e ?  

A. We had heard about a s  high a s  500 and conservat ive ly  
maybe 250. 

Q. Was t h i s  a f t e r  you g o t  back t o  Dot t i e  o r  was t h i s  
when you went i n  to--

A. This wasn ' t  a f t e r  we g o t  back t o  Dot t i e  t h i s  was 
p r i o r .  

Q I n  o t h e r  words you a r e  t a l k i n g  about t h e  c a s u a l t i e s  
on the 16 th  of March now, not  f o r  t h e  3-day pe r iod  t h a t  you 
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were ou t  on t h i s  opera t ion?  

A. Correct .  

Q. You a r e  t a l k i n g  about t h e  c a s u a l t i e s  on t h e  
16th  of March? 

A. J u s t  i n  My Lai  ( 4 ) .  

Q And you a r e  t a l k i n g  about c a s u a l t i e s  i n  My Lai 
( 4 ) ,  not  t h e  B Company c a s u a l t i e s ?  

A. B Company c a s u a l t i e s ,  I d o n ' t  know anything about 
them. 

Q* You're j u s t  t a l k i n g  about My Lai ( 4 ) ?  

A. Yes, s i r .  

Q- Well, then  a f t e r  Captain MEDINA made t h i s  r eques t  
on t h e  r a d i o  t o  another  headquarters  t o  change t h e  miss ion ,  
d id  he rece ive  permission t o  do t h i s ?  

A. Not t h e  f i r s t  time. A t  f i r s t  they t o l d  him 
no t h a t  he c o u l d n ' t  have permission and then  he c a l l e d  
back l a t e r  on. 

Q How did  you know t h i s ?  

A. That ' s  the way it came back down on t h e  radio. 

Q Could you hea r  the r a d i o ?  

A. No, but  w e  were r i g h t  near  t h e  headquar ters  
s e c t i o n  l i s t e n i n g  f o r  everyth ing  t h a t  goes on and s o r t  of 
keep up with what ' s  happening. He c a l l e d  up f o r  permission 
and then  i t  was turned  down. We were s i t t i n g  next  t o  t h e  
R T O ' s  and th ings  l i k e  t h i s  and t h e  CO was t a l k i n g  back 
and f o r t h  and w e  ' d  hea r  what ' s  going on. 

Q. Yes. And he c a l l e d  back again? 

A. y e s ,  s i r .  

Q e  What was t h e  per iod  of time between t h e  c a l l s ?  
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A. It wasn ' t  very  long,  10 t o  15 minutes maybe. 

Q e  And t h e  second time what happened? 

A,  Then they gave him permission. You know he 
gave them t h e  p i c t u r e ,  he s a i d  t h e  NVA's  apparent ly  got  
out  of  t h e  area .  Remaining were mostly women and c h i l d r e n  
and i t  seemed s e n s e l e s s ,  i t  wasn ' t  doing t h e  purpose of 
the  opera t ion ,  you know, t o  g e t  these  NVA' s , and t o  change 
i t  t o  a sea rch  and c l e a r  mission.  

Q Did you, t h a t  morning, .hear  any information 
passed on t o  Captain MEDINA t h a t  a platoon of VC had 
been i n  t h e  v i l l a g e .  and had l e f t  t h e  v i l l a g e  about a 
h a l f  an hour o r  hour be fo re  t h e  combat a s s a u l t ?  

A. No, s i r ,  t h e  way w e  understood i t ,  t h e r e  was 
supposed t o  be one o r  two b a t t a l i o n s  i n  t h e r e ,  no t  no 
platoon.  

Q But you d i d n ' t  h e a r  t h i s  from an i n t e r p r e t e r ?  

A.  Oh, you mean a f t e r  t h a t  mission.  

No, during that  morning? 

A .  Probably e a r l i e r ,  because when w e  stopped i n  
the v i l l a g e  t h e  i n t e r p r e t e r  was t h e r e .  I know t h e r e  was 
a Vietnamese t h e r e ,  and I guess some American M I  man. 
They were ques t ioning  people.  We understood from t h e  
i n t e r p r e t e r s  t h a t  t h e  VC had been t h e r e  t h e  n i g h t  before  
and they had moved out  t o  t h e  south.  

Q You d i d  hear  t h i s ?  

A .  Yes, s i r ,  b u t  t h i s  was i n  s o r t  of l i k e  a l u l l  
i n  t h e  mission t h e r e .  

Q Was t h i s  before  o r  a f t e r  t h e  r eques t  t h a t  Captain 
MEDINA made? 

A. I guess ,  it was a f t e r .  

Q- It was a f t e r  t h e  r eques t .  H e  d i d n ' t  have t h i s  in-
formation be fo re?  
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No, s ir .  

FTe w i l l  t a k e  a r e c e s s .  

(The hear ing  recessed  a t  1 0 1 9  hours ,  6 January 1970.) 

(The hea r ing  reconvened a t  1 1 2 2  hours ,  6 January 
1970 .) 

COL WILSON: The hea r ing  w i l l  come t o  o rde r .  You a r e  reminded 
t h a t  you a r e  s t i l l  under oa th .  Major ZYCHOWSKI is  absent  from 
t h e  hearing.  

When ~ a p t a i ' nMEDINA rece ived  t h e  permission t o  
change t h e  mission of t h e  u n i t  from search  and des t roy  t o  
search  and c l e a r  what were h i s  a c t i o n s ?  

A. He c a l l e d  on t h e  r a d i o  and n o t i f i e d  t h e  p la toon 
l eaders  t o  cease sea rch  and des t roy  and t o  commence sea rch  
and c l e a r .  

Q How d i d  he t e l l ,  what words d i d  he use? 

A. I c o u l d n ' t  say t h e  e x a c t  words, a l l  I could do i s  
make a guess.  

Q Ycu don't r e ~ e m b e rwhether he s a i d  s t o p  t h e  shont,i.ng 
o r  s t o p  the  k i l l i n g  o r  anything l i k e  t h a t ?  

A. No, t h e  only t h i n g  he s a i d  was t h a t  t h e  mission had 
been changed from search  and des t roy  t o  search  and c l e a r  m i s -
s i o n ,  s t a r t i n g  t a k i n g  p r i s o n e r s ,  b r i n g  them t o  t h e  headquarters  
a r e a  f o r  i n t e r r o g a t i o n  by the  i n t e r p r e t e r s  t h e  M I  man. 

Q I th ink  w e  f i x e d  t h i s  a s  being i n  t h e  c e n t e r  of 
the  v i l l a g e ,  i s  that--

A .. ( In te rpos ing)  We were i n  t h e  c e n t e r  of t h e  v i l l a g e .  
I d o n ' t  know where--

Q . ( In te rpos ing)  I mean t h e  command group. 

A. Right ,  i n  t h e  c e n t e r  of t h e  v i l l a g e .  

Q- Do you r e c a l l  i f  anyone from t a s k  f o r c e ,  o r  br igade  
o r  d i v i s i o n  came ' i n t o  t h e  v i c i n i t y  of My Lai  ( 4 )  on 16 March, 
t o  s e e  Captain MEDINA. 
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A. On t h e  ground? 

Q Yes. 

A. N o ,  n o t  d i r e c t l y ,  I know a s h i p  came i n  t o  pol iqe  
up t h e  wounded man we had. The man t h a t  was i n  t h e  tunne l .  

Q CARTER?. 

A. I th ink  t h a t  was h i s  name, CARTER. 

Q Did you s e e  t h i s  s h i p  come i n ?  

A. Right.  

Q That ' s  t h e  only one you saw come i n ,  you d i d n ' t  
s e e  any o t h e r  h e l i c o p t e r  land? 

A. There might have b u t  I wasn ' t  paying any a t t e n t i o n  
t o  i t .  

Q. What k ind  of a commander was Captain MEDINA? 

A. Captain MEDINA, i n  t h e  f i e l d  he was t h e  b e s t  
o f f i c e r  I e v e r  served  under. As f a r  a s  g a r r i s o n  du ty ,  l i k e  
whwn we w e r e  Fn H ; ~ T . A ~ ; ~ F F ~he v ~ sa rskher hsrd _m_=cr?, T-re didn't 
l e t  t o o  many th ings  s l i d e ,  he was very capable.  He knew 
what he was doing. A s  f a r  a s  t h e  f i e l d  I know he always had 
t h e  i n t e r e s t  of h i s  men f irst ,  H i s  men were always h i s  f i r s t  
concern,  I ' d  imagine a f t e r  accomplishing t h e  mission.  

Q Do you th ink  he had c o n t r o l  of  t h e  company dur ing  
; MyLai  ( 4 ) ?  

: A. Of course.  

Q. The l a r g e  number o f  people t h a t  were k i l l e d ,  he 
d i d n ' t  know about t h i s ,  i s  t h i s  a t r u e  s ta tement?  

A. No, I ' d  rephrase i t  a l i t t l e  b i t .  I ' d  say i n i t i a l l y  
when t h e  p la toon s t a r t e d  through he d i d n l . t  go through with .) 

them. I n '  o t h e r  words, they  s t a r t e d  t h e i r  sweep and I ' d  say  
they probably k i l l e d  t h e  ma jo r i ty  of t h e  people t h e r e  wi th in  
a s h o r t  pe r iod  of time. I n  o t h e r  words they were sweeping 
through r e a l  f a s t ,  r a p i d l y ,  t r y i n g  t o  g e t  a s  many c a s u a l t i e s  
as  they could before anybody had a chance t o  r e a c t  t o  it. 
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When we came up, headquarters  group and t h e  mortar  platoon 
and stopped on the  way i n t o  t h e  v i l l a g e ,  we could see  t h e  
dead people t h e r e .  But when he saw the e x t e n t  of t h e ,  I 
guess you could say c i v i l i a n s ,  I d o n ' t  l i k e  t o  use c i v i l i a n s ,  
they could have been VC f o r  a l l  I know, b u t  t h e  e x t e n t  of 
people k i l l e d  and the  type of people,  women and c h i l d r e n ,  
then I know something s a i d  i n  h i s  mind: "This i s  no VC 
B a t t a l i o n  or NVA B a t t a l i o n .  What the  h e l l  is going on?" 
So c a l l i n g  up the  s i t u a t i o n  r e p o r t  I guess t h e  people t o l d  
him, you know, t h a t  they weren ' t  seeing any W A  o r  anything 
l i k e  t h i s  and t e l l i n g  him what happened, you know, c i v i l i a n s ,  
women and chi ldxen,  t h i n g s  l i k e  t h i s ,  and I fo rgo t  what t h e  
ques t ion  was again.  

Q. Control of the  u n i t ,  we a r e  j u s t  t r y i n g  t o  de te r -
mine what it was r e a l l y  l i k e .  From the  way you exp la in  i t ,  
t h e r e  was no problem stopping the  unnecessary,  i f  it was un-
necessary,  k i l l i n g ,  once he found o u t  t h a t  these  people were 
not  n e c e s s a r i l y  VC o r  NVA? 

A. N o .  The company commander had about t h r e e  o r  
four  R T O ' s  and a couple of them were on company n e t .  One I 
guess w a s  on B a t t a l i o n  and one I guess on br igade ,  o r  t a sk  
fo rce ,  whichever it was, and a l l  he had t o  do was c a l l  on 
the  r a d i o  and t e l l  them okay. 

C2 And h i s  i n s t r u c t i o n s  were complied
with? 

A. Right ,  a f t e r  he go t  the  permission t o  change t o  
search and c l e a r  everybody stopped shoot ing and we s t a r t e d  
ga ther ing  up p r i s o n e r s ,  al though one o t h e r  guy I know, was 
s h o t  af terwards.  

Q Who was t h a t ?  

A. I saw t h e  p i c t u r e  a t  C I D ,  it was an o l d  man. 

Q. Who s h o t  him? 

A .  A Vietnamese guy, he ~jras, I d o n ' t  know what h i s  
name was, he was an i n t e r p r e t e r  I guess. 

Q. A Vietnamese i n t e r p r e t e r  sho t  him. Well, I ' l l  
show you these  photographs l a t e r  and w e ' l l  go back over  t h a t .  
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A. There is one t h i n g ,  g e t t i n g  back t o  your c o n t r o l  
ques t ion .  Captain MEDINA was always r i g h t  on t h a t ,  because 
when we f i r s t  got  i n  c o ~ n t r y ,I d o n ' t  know i f  Captain MEDINA 
was eve r  i n  combat be fo re  b u t  he knew what he was doing and 
we had some, I guess you could say  r e a l  green l i e u t e n a n t s  
and he used t o  r i d e  them cons tan t ly .  On t h e  r a d i o  he used 
t o  always be asking what a r e  you doing,  how's i t  going and 
i f  he thought they were messing up he ' d  jump on them i n  a 
minute and t e l l  them do it t h i s  way, and what t h e y  were 
doing wrong. He always c o n t r o l l e d  h i s  men, very c l o s e l y .  

Q- Where was t h e  3d Platoon,  was i t  behind you? 

A. 3d p la toon?  

Q. Yes. 

A. I c o u l d n ' t  say where any one of  t h e  platoons were. 
A s  f a r  a s  I remember w e  were t h e  l a s t  p la toon through because 
t h e  company was coming through and we were given a  secondary 
o b j e c t i v e  a f t e r  supplying mortar  suppor t .  When we came 
through t h e  v i l l a g e ,  m a t t e r  of f a c t  I'm almost p o s i t i v e  of 
it now, we were t h e  l a s t  platoon.  A s  w e  came through we 
were t o  burn t h e  hootches,  k i l l  any l i v e s t o c k  t h a t  was l e f t  
a l i v e ,  and c u t  down t r e e s ,  t h i n g s  l i k e  t h i s .  

Q This was t h e  mortar  p la toon mission? 

A. Yes, s i r .  

Q n  Tho assigned t h e  p la toon t h i s  mission? 

Q A t  t h e  ' meeting? 

A- .. No, I th ink  it was a f t e r ,  when we s t a r t e d  coming
through. 

Q. Was t h i s  a f t e r  t h e  sea rch  and des t roy  p a r t  had 
been cance l l ed?  

A. No, t h i s  was p r i o r  t o  t h a t  time. 

Q- Do you th ink  that a l l  of t h e  v i l l a g e  was burned? 
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No, a l l  of  it w a s n ' t ,  a good p a r t  of  it  was though. 

Did you see any Nat ional  Po l i ce  on t h i s  opera t ion?  

No, n o t  on t h a t  ope ra t ion .  

You d i d n ' t  s e e  any? 

No. 

Q What happened t h e  a f t e rnoon  of t h e  16th?  Af te r  
you swept t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

A. Af te r  w e  went through My Lai ( 4 ) ,  l e t ' s  s e e ,  I 
know t h e r e ' s  a couple of  days i n  t h e r e  b u t  I c a n ' t  remember 
the  sequence. We went on a sweep f u r t h e r .  W e  continued t o  
se&rch and c l e a r .  

Q. Yes. 

A. ' I remember w e  go t  down south a s  f a r  a s ,  I th ink  
it was t h e  Quang Ngai R i v e r .  We po l i ced  up one i n d i v i d u a l  
t h a t  was equ iva len t  t o  a co lone l ,  was t r a i n e d  i n  Hanoi i n  
i n t e l l i g e n c e .  He was supposed t o  be t h e  a r e a  commander. 
Picked him up, and NVA nurse ,  and an NVA. He had a photograph 
on him, t h e  young man. He was about 20 I guess .  When they 
g e t  between 16 and 40 you c a n ' t  t e l l  how o l d  they  a r e ,  b u t  
I ' d  say he was about 20 yea r s  o l d .  He had a p i c t u r e  of 
himself with a  black NVA uniform w i t h  a cowboy h a t  and h i s  
ca rb ine ,  with h i s  buddies around him. We c o l l e c t e d  q u i t e  a 
few people. What we d i d  afterwards--

Q - ( ~ n t e r p o s i n g )  Did you go on--did you have 
anything t o  do with H i l l  85? 

A. I was with t h e  u n i t  dur ing  t h e  whole mission. 

Q I mean t h e  1st Platoon,  I understand,  went up 
on H i l l  85. 

A. Probably,  b u t  I d o n ' t  remember myself going. 

Q *  , When you laagered  i n  t h e  n i g h t  of t h e  1 6 t h ,  do 
you r e c a l l  j o in ing  another  u n i t  t h a t  n i g h t ?  

A. No, I d o n ' t .  

Q You s e e  any National  P o l i c e  a t  t h a t  l o c a t i o n ?  
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A. No. 

Q 9 Okay. Then t h e  next  morning you moved south  t o  
t h e  r i v e r ?  

A. I b e l i e v e  it was t h e  next  morning, s i r ,  i t  was 
wi th in  t h a t  same frame of t ime,  b u t  I d o n ' t  remember e x a c t  
t imes . 
Q. These p r i soners  t h a t  you g o t  down t h e r e ,  d i d  you 
s e e  these  p r i s o n e r s ?  

A. Yes, sir. 

9 Wha-t was t h e i r  d i s p o s i t i o n ,  what happened t o  them? 

A. W e l l ,  they weren' t t h e  only ones t h a t  w e  had, we 
had s e v e r a l  o t h e r  people. We were us ing  them a s  minesweepers. 

& Y e s .  

A. They'd walk ahead of us and i f  any booby t r a p s  
were t h e r e ,  they 'd  e i t h e r  move o u t  of t h e  way, o r  l e t  us know, 
o r  g e t  themselves blown up. 

A. And we caught t h e s e  i n d i v i d u a l s  i n  a bunker, t h e s e  
t h r e e .  The NVA nurse ,  t h e  NVA, and t h e  co lone l ,  whatever he 
was and they p u l l e d  them o u t  and i n t e r r o g a t e d  them. They 
were t r y i n g  t o  g e t  some information o u t  of them as  t o  where 
t h e i r  weapons were s t o r e d ,  where t h e  NVA had f l e d  t o ,  you 
know t h e  g e n e r a l  s i t u a t i o n .  They wouldn ' t  t a l k .  They w e r e  
t i e d  up wi th  a  bannana s t i c k  o r  something, you know, a s t i c k  
with t h e  hands i n  a  c ross  shape and some guys were joking 
about raping t h e  woman t h e r e ,  b u t  they d i d n ' t .  The medic 
s a i d  t h a t  she was s y p h i l i s  i n f e s t e d .  You know she  had a 
bunch of s c a r s  and everyth ing  on h e r  and they  were us ing  h e r ,  
t h e  NVA u n i t  t h a t  was t h e r e ,  were us ing  h e r  a s  a p r o s t i t u t e .  
Well nobody messed with t h e  woman anyway. The NVA guy, they 
fooled  around wi th  him a l i t t l e  b i t ,  smashing him around, 
trying t o  g e t  him t o  t a l k .  The o l d  man t h e r e ,  he wasn ' t  o l d  
e i t h e r ,  I guess he was about 5 0 ,  they  were a l s o  t r y i n g  t o  
g e t  him t o  t a l k .  The i n t e r p r e t e r  c o u l d n ' t  g e t  anything o u t  
of him s o  Captain MEDINA t o l d  him you b e t t e r  t a l k  o r  I ' m  
going t o  k i l l  you. So w e  a l l  knew, around u s ,  t h a t  he  was 
foo l ing  around anyway. He had a - 3 8 .  I t  was an i n c i d e n t  I 
d i d n ' t  r e c a l l  u n t i l  I read  i n  t h e  paper  then  I remembered it. 
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He took a l l  t h e  b u l l e t s  o u t  of i t ,  through t h e  i n t e r p r e t e r  
t o l d  t h e  man t h a t  he had one b u l l e t  l e f t  i n  t h e r e ,  and he 
c l i cked  t h e  gun around, t h e  c y l i n d e r ,  and t o l d  him okay where 
i s  it a t .  We wouldn't  t e l l  him s o  he pu l l ed  t h e  t r i g g e r ,  and 
the  man s t i l l  d i d n ' t  t a l k  s o  he spun it again.  He d i d  it 
about t h r e e  o r  four  t imes I guess and s t i l l  t h e  man d i d n ' t  
say nothing s o  he put  the '  b u l l e t s  pack i n  h i s  gun and pu t  it 
i n  h i s  h o l s t e r  and t o l d  him okay, go by t h e  tree. Then he f i r e d  
a s h o t  a t  him over t h e  t o p  of h i s  head, aiming f o r  t h e  t o p  
of h i s  head. The man wouldn ' t  t a l k ,  s o  he t o l d  him, "Okay, I'm 
going t o  shoo t  a l i t t l e  c l o s e r , "  and he s h o t  again a l i t t l e  
over  h i s  head. He s t i l l  wouldn't  t a l k ,  s o  he t o l d  him, "This 
t ime I ' m  going t o  shoot  you between t h e  eyes i f  you d o n ' t  
t e l l  me." So he s t a r t e d  aiming, and you know t h e  guy could s e e  
where he was po in t ing  a t ,  and he  was about 20 f e e t  away, and 
t h e  man f i n a l l y  s a i d ,  "Okay, I ' l l  t e l l . "  Captain MEDINA was an 
e x p e r t  s h o t  and i f  he wanted t o  he could probably s h o t  both  
h i s  e a r s  o f f .  But t h e  man f i n a l l y  d i d  g ive  some information.  

Q This was t h e  colonel  you were t a l k i n g  about ,  t h e  
s e n i o r  one of  t h e  group? 

A. Yes. The one we found o u t  l a t e r  w,as t h e  a r e a  
commander. 

Q Was i t  CAPEZZA t h a t  s a i d  t h i s  woman had s y p h i l i s ?  

A. CAPE Z ZA? 

Q The me.dic you s a i d ?  

A. I don' t remember what h i s  name was, he was one of 
t h e  company medics. We had s e v e r a l  of then. He checked it 
o u t ,  you know. We saw a bunch of scabs on h e r ,  and we wanted 
t o  f i n d  o u t  what was wrong wi th  h e r .  So he checked h e r  o u t  
and s a i d ,  "That b road ' s  g o t  s y p h i l i s .  " Nobody wanted t o  g e t  
near  h e r  very much. 

Q 
I Well, I b e l i e v e  you s a i d  these  people were s e n t  . 

back, r i g h t ?  

A. Yes, they were evacuated. 

Q Evacuated. Were they  evacuated by h e l i c o p t e r ?
Do you remember how they  were taken ou t?  

A. I would say they were evacuated*by h e l i c o p t e r .  
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Q. Now, when you l e f t  t h a t  a r e a  you moved back n o r t h ,  
i s  t h a t  c o r r e c t ?  

A. Right.  We were on, t h i s  was almost on t h e  edge 
of t h e  r i v e r ,  cause we were i n  a coconut grove. We took a 
break t h e r e  and everybody chopped down a bunch of green  
coconuts and w e  drank the m i i l c  o u t  of it. And w e  c a l l e d  a 
h e l i c o p t e r  and got  r i d  of them. W e  k e p t  t h e  ones t h a t  w e  
had, t h e  p la toons ,  f o r  t h e  minesweepers and then  we s t a r t e d  
sweeping back nor th  again.  

Q 0 Our information i s  t h a t  you s t ayed  overnight  
before  l eav ing  t h a t  a r e a ,  t h e  n igh t  of  t h e  17 th  and probably 
l e f t  t h e  a r e a  on t h e  18th .  Do you remember t h e  pick-up zone 
where you l e f t  t o  go back t o  D o t t i e ?  

A. Not e x a c t l y ,  somewhere nor th  of t h e  r i v e r  though. 

Q Yes. Do you remember i f  t h e r e  were any o f f i c e r s  
from br igade  o r  Task Force Barker a t  t h e  pick-up zone when 
you l e f t ?  

A. No, I d o n ' t .  I d o n ' t  remember because of the  t i m e  
involved. 

Q a Yes. 

A. Because t h e  d i f f e r e n t  missions g e t  confused i n  my 
mind. 

Q . Do you remember l eav ing  the area?  Do you remember 
a r r i v i n g  back a t  Landing Zone Dot t i e?  

A. I t h i n k  I can remember it. We used ~ o t t i es e v e r a l  
t imes and the d i f f e r e n t  ins t ances  g e t  mixed up i n  m y  mind. 

Q. Do you r e c a l l  when you g o t  back t h e r e  i f  Colonel 
HENDERSON ox Colonel BARKER, o r  any of t h e  s e n i o r  o f f i c e r s  
were a t  f i r e  base D o t t i e  o r  a t  t h e  pick up zone tihen you 
came o u t  of t h e  f i e l d ?  

A. No, s i r ,  they might have been b u t  I d o n ' t  remember. 

Q. Did you ever  h e a r  anything about unnecessary 
k i l l i n g  a t  Co Lay ( 2 ) ,  over  on t h e  c o a s t  of t h e  South China 
Sea? This was d i r e c t l y  e a s t  of where you opera ted .  

A. E a s t  of  My Lai ( 4 )  ? 
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Q Yes, on t h e  c o a s t a l  v i l l a g e ,  Co Lay (1), ( 2 )  , ( 3 ) .  

Tha t ' s  on a l i t t l e  s a n d s t r i p  i s n ' t  i t ?  

Q 0 .  
Yes, t h i s  would have been a t  t h e  same time. 

A. I know t h e r e  was an opera t ion  t h e r e ,  b u t  I c a n ' t  
remember i f  it was t h e  same day. 

Q . D i d  you h e a r  of any unnecessary k i l l i n g  over  there? 

A. No, no t  f o r  a f a c t .  

Q Did you e v e r  h e a r  of an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  be ing  
conducted on My Lai  ( 4 ) ?  

A. Never. A l l  t h e  time I was t h e r e ,  I s t ayed  i n  
Vietnam u n t i l  November 2 8  and nobody e v e r  approached me. A s  
f a r  a s  I know t h e r e  was never a person i n  t h e  company asked 
any ques t ions  o r  s a i d  anything t o  t h e  e f f e c t  t h a t  t h e r e  even 
was an i n c i d e n t .  A s  f a r  a s  we knew, it was a search  and 
des t roy  miss ion ,  changed, and t h a t  was t h e  end of  it. 

Q. Captain MEDINA never s a i d  anything about an 
i n v e s t i g a t i o n  be ing  conducted? 

A. NO,  sir .  

Q Did you s t a y  a t  Dot t i e  a f t e r  t h e  opera t ion  o r  
d id  you go over  t o  Uptight?  

A. Afte r  t h e  opera t ion  I . ' m  n o t  s u r e  it was t h a t  
time o r  another  t h e .  I know I went t o  Uptight  and then  I 
went t o  Sa Huynh a f t e r  t h e  opera t ion .  

Q- Why Sa Huynh? I thought it was a recoup area .  

A .  It wasn ' t  r e a l l y  a recoup a rea .  W e  were t o  
provide mortar  suppor t  f o r  t h e  personnel a t  G i l l i g a n ' s  
I s l and .  We c a l l e d  it t h a t ,  b u t  it was an o u t f i t  t h a t  had 
locks and t h i n g s  l i k e  t h i s .  They Srought i n  sh ipping  and 
I guess they moved it o u t  by convoy on U.S. 1, o r  Highway 1, 
whatever they c a l l e d  it. 

Q How long a f t e r  t h e  opera t ion  was i t  t h a t  you l e f t  
Dot t ie?  
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A. I c a n ' t  remember p r e c i s e l y .  

Q - But you d i d  l eave  e i t h e r  f o r  u p t i g h t  a r  Sa Huynh? 

A. I'm almost p o s i t i v e  i t  was Sa Huynh though. 

Q .  I not iced  i n  some communication diagrams t h a t  I ' v e  
seen that a t  times they l i s t  Char l i e ,  Alpha, o r  Bravo 81 
be ing  loca ted  a t  Uptight.  Was it normal t o  keep some of t h e  
t a sk  f o r c e  8 1 ' s  a t  Uptight? 

A. We were s p l i t  a t  a t i m e ,  f o r  Uptight.  We took 
u p t i g h t  from t h e  ROK. Our company e s t a b l i s h e d  a base camp 
t h e r e ,  b u i l t  it up and everything.  

Q C Company? 

A. I b e l i e v e  i t  was a f t e r  Uptight we went t o  ~ o t t i e .  
Whether w e  had a p la toon,  r a t h e r  a gun squad up on Uptight 
I don ' t  remember. I think we had a gun on Uptight and a gun 
a t  Sa Huynh. No, we had t h e  guns a t  Dot t i e  because a t  Sa 
Huynh I th ink  they  had D Company's mortar .  What they do i s  
t r y  t o  swi tch  us around. They leave  t h e i r  guns  t h e r e ,  and 
we l eave  ours  e i t h e r  a t  Dot t i e  o r  u p t i g h t .  We'd r ep lace  
t h e i r  personnel  a t  Sa Huynh and t a k e  a s o r t  of a break. We'd 
use t h e i r  guns. They'd r e l i e v e  us a t  e i t h e r  u p t i g h t  o r  
D o t t i e ,  and t h e y ' d  use our  guns. This way we d i d n ' t  have t o  
move our whole gea r  around when we moved. 

Q .  Did anyone e v e r  t e l l  you t o . k e e p  q u i e t  about t h i s  
opera t ion?  

A. No, s ir .  Are you t a l k i n g  about r e c e n t l y  o r  back 
then? 

Q No. A t  anytime a f t e r  t h e  16th  up u n t i l  i t  h i t  
t h e  p r e s s ,  and t h e  judge had given i n s t r u c t i o n s  and s o  f o r t h ?  

A. No, s i r .  

& =  What was t h e  a t t i t u d e  o f  t h e  men of C Company 
towards t h e  Vietnamese people? 

A.  I'd say  on t h e  whole we. . l i ked  them very much. 
Anytime w e  could ,  we went t o  t h e  v i l l a g e  a t  Duc Pho o r  Sa 
Huynh.  They had a v i l l a g e  t h e r e .  Most of  t h e  t ime they were 
h o s p i t a b l e  towards us.  W e  bought bee r  t h e r e .  
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Some of t h e  men went i n  t h e r e  and saw t h e  women. he k i d s  
were always grabby and every th ing ,  you know, they  wanted 
candy and cookies and th ings  l i k e  t h i s ,  b u t  they  were p r e t t y  
good k i d s .  They'd b r i n g  us bee r  o r  cokes o r  something l i k e  
t h i s .  I t  usua l ly  was a good a t t i t u d e ,  everybody l i k e d  them 
most ly,  b u t  when we a r e  o u t  i n  t h e  f i e l d  i t ' s  a l i t t l e  
d i f f e r e n t  though. 

Q This is  r e a l l y  what I mean, on your normal opera t ion
search  and c l e a r  what was t h e  a t t i t u d e ?  

A. Well, i f  it was a l i t t l e  k i d  o r  woman normally j u s t  
l e t  them be. Now sometimes we'd g e t  a guy. I f  it was a 
p r e t t y  rough a r e a ,  suspected  of booby t r a p s ,  what we'd do 
i s  p o l i c e  up s e v e r a l  of  them and have them walk ahead of  us 
as mine d e t e c t o r s ,  b u t  as f a r  a s  abusing them o r  m i s t r e a t i n g  
them I d o n ' t  know of any ins tances .  I heard one time t h a t  
a woman go t  raped when a company went through a v i l l a g e ,  b u t  
I d idn '  t s e e  it. I d idn '  t know of  it except  through hearsay.  

Q Was t h e r e  anything done about it. 

A. Not t o  my knowledge. 

Q Is t h i s  t h e  only time you heard of  t h i s ?  

Q. Did you hea r  of o t h e r  rapes  going on? 

A. I n  the  f i e l d ,  no n o t  i n  t h e  f i e l d .  I heard  
somebody say about another  company, I t h i n k  i t  was B Company 
o r  D Company, t h a t  when we a l l  had b r idge  du ty ,  t h i s  i s  
guarding t h e  b r idges  a t  Highway 1, t h a t  they  had g o t t e n  two 
women from Saigon o r  somewhere and they kep t  them t h e r e  
a t  t h e  b r idge ,  a l l  n i g h t  and wouldn't  l e t  them o u t  u n t i l  t h e  
next  morning. 

Q Was t h a t  C Company? 

A. No, I t h i n k  it was D Company. 

Q On C Company's opera t ions  had you heard of any 
rapes t ak ing  p lace?  

A. J u s t  t h a t  one i n c i d e n t  t h e r e .  
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Q And t h a t  was up i n  your normal a r e a  of opera t ions?  

A. I th ink  i t  was around, I t h i n k  t h a t  was when we 
were up i n  t h e  Tam Ky a rea .  

Q What do you t h i n k ,  i n  your opin ion ,  happened a t  
My Lai  ( 4 )  ? What do you t h i n k  caused a l l  t h i s ?  I t  may have 
been unnecessary k i l l i n g  o r  i n d i s c r i m i n a t e  k i l l i n g ?  

A. You mean t h e  a c t u a l  k i l l i n g  of t h e  people t h e r e ?  

Q. Yes. 

A. Well, as f a r  a s  I.know it was a sea rch  and des t roy  
mission. People were given t h a t  job,  they  went and d i d  it a s  
b e s t  they c o u l d . .  

Q. Do you know t h e  term reconnaissance by f i r e ?  

A. Right ,  y e s ,  s i r .  

Q Do you b e l i e v e t h a t  t h e s e  p la toons  went i n  t h e r e  
i n  t h a t  mode, reconnaissance by f i r e ?  

A. D e f i n i t e l y .  

Q . Do you f e e l  t h a t  ' they knew what they  were shoot ing 
a t ?  

A. I ' d  say t h a t  i n  some cases  they would almost have 
t o  because,  you know, i f  you f i r e  a t  somebody r e a l  c l o s e  it 'll 
leave  a good s i z e  h o l e  i n  them. I f  you f i r e  a t  a d i s t a n c e  
y o u ' l l  j u s t  have a smal l  wound. I saw s e v e r a l  i n s t a n c e s  
where b r a i n s  were blown completely o u t  o f  t h e i r  head which 
had t o  be done almost a t  p o i n t  blank range. The majo r i ty  of 
,them I ' d  say would be recon by f i r e .  They would be coming 
i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  shoot ing  a t  anything,  i n  t h e  hootches,  whether 
they could s e e  people o r  n o t .  They would s e e  people running 
o u t  of t h e  o t h e r  end of  t h e  v i l l a g e  and you c a n ' t  s e e  t h a t  
w e l l ,  you j u s t  s e e  people running, most of t h e  t ime wi th  
black pajamas, whether they  a r e  women and c h i l d r e n  o r  what-
ever .  They d o n ' t  even s e e  t h e  c h i l d r e n  because t h e y ' r e  
l i t t l e  and t h e y ' r e  underneath t h e  g r a s s  s o  t o  speak. When 
you s e e  them run you j u s t  s e t  up a machinegun o r  s t a r t  f i r i n g  
and knock down everyth ing  t h a t  you s e e  run. And when they 
come up on them, then  of course ,  they  can s e e  i f  they a r e  
women and c h i l d r e n .  W e  had a l o t  of  i n s t a n c e s  though where 
women a r e  j u s t  a s  bad as  NVA. A l o t  of them would j u s t  a s  
soon shoot  you as  look a t  you. 
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Q Yes. Do you th ink  any of t h e s e  people were 
d e l i b e r a t e l y  l i n e d  up and. k i l l e d ?  In  groups? 

A. - 'Well, a s  f a r  as  I know, a s  f a r  a s  I t h i n k ,  I have 
a suspic ion  one group was. They showed me t h e  p i c t u r e  a t  C I D .  
It was a group of people next  t o  a fence on a l i t t l e  pa th  
t h e r e ,  and I d o n ' t  know maybe about 20 t o  25  people.  They 
looked l i k e  were j u s t  l i n e d  up and machinegunned down. I d i d n ' t  
s e e  any ins tances  of  t h i s ,  b u t  i n  my mind t h e  susp ic ion  i s  t h a t  
i s  what happened a t  t h a t  spo t .  

Q Tha t ' s  one group? 

A. One group. 

& The r e s t  of them were k i l l e d ,  a s  f a r  a s  you a r e  
concerned, because of  t h e  h e a t  of b a t t l e ,  because of  t a c t i c a l  
requirements ,  o r  misunderstandings,  b u t  n o t  d e l i b e r a t e l y  s h o t ?  

A. Well they were d e l i b e r a t e l y  s h o t  but--

Q .  ( ~ n t e r p o s i n g )  Ind i sc r imina te ly  . 
A. Not l i k e ,  okay, I d o n ' t  l i k e  you s o  I ' m  going t o  
shoot you. They were t o l d  a l l  t h e s e  people were -supposed t o  
be k i l l e d .  There was n o t  supposed t o  be anybody t h e r e  b u t  
VC o r  NVA, and i f  they were t h e r e  a s  f a r  a s  t h e  men were 
concerned, I know it d o e s n ' t  seem l e g a l  wi th  l i t t l e  k i d s ,  b u t  
they  j u s t  d i d  it, I d o n ' t  know. They had some cold-blooded 
people i n  t h a t  company. 

& What propor t ion  of t h e  company do you th ink  was 
cold  blooded? 

A. Oh, no t  ve ry  many, maybe t h r e e  of f o u r  people. Every-
body had t h e  same a t t i t u d e  though. They came h e r e ,  they g o t t a  be 
h e r e  f o r  a y e a r ,  I ' m  g e t t i n g  ou t  05 h e r e  whether I have t o  
do something I l i k e  o r  not .  You s e e  a l l  t hese  people h e r e  
were VC sympathizers and NVA sympathizers.  Like I s a y ,  nobody 
had been i n  t h e r e  f o r  about 20 yea r s  and t h e s e  people been 
he lp ing  d i g  t u n n e l s ,  b u i l d  f o r t i f i c a t i o n s ,  s e t  up booby t r a p s ,  
th ings  l i k e  t h i s .  They knew where they were a t .  They were 
out  t o  h u r t  us.  So t h e  way everybody f e l t  was okay, l e t ' s  
g e t  r i d  of t h e s e  people. We don1t have t o  worry about t h e  
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NVA anymore. Because they  won't come back, because they  know 
we  mean bus iness .  There a r e  some i n s t a n c e s  I know of n o t  
w i l l f u l  k i l l i n g ,  b u t  a f t e r  a person was dead I saw a couple 
of bodies  w i t h  an ace of spades carved i n t o  t h e i r  c h e s t ,  o r  
a b i g  C Company carved into t h e i r  c h e s t .  They have a super-
s t i t i o n  about t h e  ace of spades ,  the Vietnamese, f o r  some 
reason. I guess they  d i d  t h i s  a s  more of  a warning t o  any 
NVA coming--
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Q ( In te rpos ing)  Was t h i s  a t  My Lai ( 4 ) ?  

A. Yes, sir. 

Q Do you f e e l  t h a t  t h e  u n i t  r e g r e t t e d  what happened 
a t  My Lai  ( 4 ) ?  

A. To an e x t e n t ,  t h a t  the  women and c h i l d r e n  were 
h u r t ,  yes. To t h e  e x t e n t  of blowing up the  t u n n e l s ,  burning 
up houses, k i l l i n g  a l l  t h e  l i v e s t o c k ,  no. Some people f e l t ,  
we l l :  "Tough s h i t .  War i s  h e l l ,  and they s h o u l d n ' t  have been 
t h e r e . "  The way we were t o l d  is  t h a t  they were warned by 
l e a f l e t s  and by L - 1 9 ' s  with microphone s e t  ups, by PA systems 
t o  g e t  ou t  of t h e  area .  There i s  going t o  be an opera t ion  
he re ,  and i f  y o u ' r e  here ,  you ' re  VC. Whatever you g e t  you 
b e t t e r  expect  it, and people s a i d ,  w e l l ,  they had enough warning. 
They d i d n ' t  b e l i e v e  it. Next time people g e t  a warning they 
ought t o  b e l i e v e  it, go t o  a refugee c~trnpor go i n t o  a 
government camp, or  something l i k e  t h i s .  

Q .  What i f  I t o l d  you t h a t  the  e n t i r e  concept of 
t h i s  opera t ion  w a s  based on s u r p r i s e  and t h e r e  was no warning 
given? 

A. A l l  I can say sir, is  what we were t o l d .  

Q - I ' m  s t i l l  t r y i n g  t o  f i n d  o u t  who t o l d  you t h i s ?  

A. It must have been given a t  t h e  company b r i e f i n g ,  
t h a t ' s  t h e  only t h i n g  I can th ink  o f .  

Q .  O f  course,  i f  they  had warned these  people t h a t  
you were coming i n  t h e r e ,  you may very we l l  have gone up 
aga ins t  a b a t t a l i o n .  

A. This i s  what we expected a l l  along. 'Cause they 
had those i n t e l l i g e n c e  r e p o r t s  t h a t  one o r  two poss ib ly  were 
i n  t h e r e ,  d e f i n i t e l y  were i n  t h e r e  and we b e t t e r  expect some 
heavy c a s u a l t i e s  from our s i d e .  

Q. Well, a f t e r  the  opera t ion  was over and it ind ica ted  
t h e r e  was a l a r g e  number of noncombatant c a s u a l t i e s ,  why do 
you th ink  it was n o t  repor ted?  

A.  I have no idea ,  sir.  
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Q Do you t h i n k  any men i n  t h e  u n i t  wanted t o  r e p o r t  
i t ?  

A. I d o n ' t  s e e  why t h e y ' d  want t o  r e p o r t  it a t  a l l .  
There was no feedback on it as  f a r  as  t h e  people i n  t h e  
company were--nobody ever  s a i d  w e l l ,  you a l l  went i n  t h e r e  
and butchered up a bunch of people,  o r  you a l l  went i n  t h e r e  
and destroyed t h e i r  v i l l a g e .  

Q. There was no d i scuss ion  about t h i s  l a t e r ?  

A. J u s t  between t h e  people i n  t h e  company, no o u t s i d e r ,  
ou t s ide  t h e  company. 

Q . Was it discussed  among t h e  members of  t h e  u n i t ?  

-A. Yes, a l o t  of people g o t  phys ica l ly  s i c k .  Well 
you know, looking a t  t h e s e  l i t t l e  k i d s  a l l  s h o t  up. You 
d o n ' t  t h i n k  anybody f e l t  g l a d  about it. If they  d i d  it was 
a couple crazy people then.  

Q. Do you know i f  t h e r e  was any problem of marijuana 
i n  C Company? 

A. I k x w  zyse l f  of scr?.~i n s t a n c e s  where people did 
smoke marijuana. I t  was e a s i l y  a c c e s s i b l e ,  they  grew it, t h e  
people had it, they were equal  t o  about t e n  s t i c k s  f o r  a d o l l a r .  
I saw a l o t  of people smoke it. When I saw them smoke it it 
d i d n ' t  have any e f f e c t  as  I was l e d  t o  b e l i e v e  it would have. 
You know, people g e t t i n g  high and everyth ing .  

a.  Do you t h i n k  t h e r e  was a marijuana problem i n  My 
Lai  (4)? 

A. I doubt i t ,  very s e r i o u s l y .  I d i d n ' t  s e e  anybody 
smoke it. 

, Q *  What d i d  C Company do a f t e r  t h e  My Lai ( 4 )  opera t ion?  
I ga thered  t h a t  maybe you weren ' t  wi th  C Company f o r  a pe r iod  
of time a f t e r  t h e  opera t ion  was over because your weapons 
were placed somewhere e l s e ?  

A. I ' m  s o r r y ,  I d o n ' t  understand. 

38 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

APP T-67 



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

Q - What happened t o  C Company a f t e r  t h i s  opera t ion?
Did they  cont inue t o  c m d u c t  t h e i r  normal opera t ions  o r  d i d  
they do anything d i f f e r e n t  from what they had done i n  t h e  
p a s t ?  

A. I r e a l l y  c a n ' t  remember. It j u s t  seems l i k e  one 
b i g  mission t o  me, t h e  whole t o u r  i n  Vietnam. I ' m  n o t  s u r e  
i f  t h a t ' s  t h e  t ime I went t o  Sa Huynh and l e f t  t h e  company 
o r  maybe went t o  Uptight.  I r e a l l y  c a n ' t  say f o r  s u r e .  I 
remember, a c t u a l l y  I d i d n ' t  remember anything about My Lai 
u n t i l  t h e  C I D  asked me some ques t ions .  Then wi th  t h e  p r e s s  
coverage and everyth ing ,  some d e t a i l s  coming o u t  s t a r t e d  
t u r n i n g  my memory over .  L i t t l e  by l i t t l e  I ' m  remembering 
t h e  d e t a i l s .  

Q - I want t o  show you an a e r i a l  photograph (Exh ib i t  
P-1) . 

(COL WILSON o r i e n t s  SSG FAGAN on t h e  a e r i a l  photo 
which, a f t e r  subsequent annota t ion ,  i s  admitted i n t o  evidence 
as  E x h i b i t  P-139 .) 

Q What I want t o  do f i r s t  i s  f o r  you t o  go through
t h i s  group of photographs,  and I want you t o  w r i t e  down t h e  
number of t h e  photograph which you remember f o r  e i t h e r  t h e  
s t andpo in t  of l o c a t i o n  o r  people i n  t h e  photograph. I ' m  n o t  
i n t e r e s t e d  i n  t h e  o t h e r s ,  I ' m  no t  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  what you 
have seen i n  L i f e  magazine. I ' m  t a l k i n g  about i f  you know 
t h e  people i n  t h e r e  o r  t h e  p lace .  

A ,  I f  I saw t h e  people i n  t h e r e ?  

9 I f  you saw t h e  people o r  t h e  p lace  then  I want 
t o  t a l k  t o  you about t h a t  photograph. The o t h e r s  d o n ' t  
bother  t o  make a number o f .  There may be a couple t h a t  we 
have enough information on t h a t  I ' l l  s k i p  over ,  b u t  go ahead 
and look through he re  and j u s t  w r i t e  down t h e  number of t h e  
photograph. Then I w i l l  d i scuss  them with you when you g e t  
through. 

(The hea r ing  recessed  a t  1203 hours ,  6 January 

(The hea r ing  reconvened a t  1232 hours ,  6 January 
1970.) 
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COL WILSON: The hea r ing  w i l l  come t o  o rde r .  

I remind you t h a t  you a r e  still under oa th .  I have 
here  a few ques t ions  I 'd  l i k e  t o  ask you before  we begin on 
t h e  photographs. Where d i d  you t a k e  your Vietnam t r a i n i n g ?  
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A. Hawaii. 

Q. Do you r e c a l l  anyf i ing  s p e c i f i c  i n  t h i s  t r a i n i n g  
regarding  p r i soners  of war? 

A. Well, w e  had r e g u l a r  i n t e l l i g e n c e  s e s s i o n s .  Five 
S ' s ,  how t o  i n t e r r o g a t e  a p r i s o n e r ,  how you should t r e a t  
them, how t o  t a g  them and send them back t o  t h e  r e a r ,  a long 
khis l i n e .  

Q. Do you e v e r  r e c a l l  tagging  a p r i s o n e r ?  

A. Myself, no s i r ,  I d i d n ' t .  

Q= And you w e r e  given t h e  f i v e  S' s ?  

A. Yes, sir.  

Q. Do you r e c a l l  any i n s t r u c t i o n  concerning t h e  
handl ing of noncombatants? 

A. A s  s p e c i f i c  i n s t r u c t i o n ,  no, s i r ,  j u s t  i n  a genera l  
way no t  t o  ha rass  them, j u s t  more o r  less l eave  them be ,  j u s t  
group them i n  an a r e a  and make s u r e  they  d o n ' t ,  you know, 
spread  o u t  anywhere. Maybe one i s  an NVA o r  VC. J u s t  keep 
them i s o l a t e d  i n  one a r e a  and d o n ' t  l e t  them move around. 

Q- Did yo11 receive this type of  j .nstruct ion again
a f t e r  you a r r i v e d  i n  Vietnam? 

A. They had an o r i e n t a t i o n  set  up a t  Chu La i  f o r  
t h e  America1 Divis ion.  There was an in-country jungle  
t r a i n i n g  c e n t e r  f o r  5 days. I c a n ' t  remember whether o r  
n o t  I went through it, I ' m  almost p o s i t i v e  I d id .  I came 
over  on t h e  advanced pa r ty  wi th  t h e  r e s t  o f  t h e  company. 
I 'm almost p o s i t i v e  we went through it. 

Q- Didn ' t  t h e  whole company go through? 

A. I b e l i e v e  so .  

Q. Was t h i s  type t r a i n i n g  covered during t h a t  per iod?  

A. Y e s ,  sir.  

Q. Noncombatants and POWts ?  

A. Y e s ,  sir. 
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Q I ' v e  got  cop ies ,  o r  f a c s i m i l i e s  of two cards  t h a t  
I ' d  l i k e  f o r  you t o  look a t  and s e e  i f  you have ever  seen 
them before .  One is  Exhibi t  M-2 and t h e  o t h e r  i s  Exh ib i t  
M - 3 .  Now t h e  f r o n t  of t h e  card  is on t h i s  page and t h e  
back of t h e  ca rd  is  on t h i s  page. Have you e v e r  seen t h e s e  
two cards?  

A.  No, sir .  

Q,. Never saw them? 

A. N O ,  sir.  

Q. This would have been r e d ,  t h e  MACV i n s i g n i a  on 
here .  

A. Right sir.  

Q. You d o n ' t  remember see ing  them? 

A. Nei ther  one of them. 

Q. L e t ' s  i d e n t i f y  each of t h e  photographs you r e c a l l  
before  going t o  t h e  a e r i a l  photograph. Number 3 (Exhibi t  P-3) ? 

(Note: Subsequent photo numbers correspond t o  
P-ser ies  e x h i b i t s  of t h e  same numbers.) 

A. The i n t e r p r e t e r ,  h i s  name i s  PHU. 

. Q. Do you recognize t h e  Vietnamese? 

A. H i s  face  looks f a m i l i a r  b u t  n o t  a s  t o  name, I 
don 't know. 

Q. " Do you know where t h i s  was? 

A. I b e l i e v e  it was i n  t h e  c e n t e r  of  t h e  v i l l a g e ,
j u s t  by a b i g  s t o n e ,  o r  had s t o n e  p i l l a r s  on f r o n t  of t h e  
house. There a r e  some o t h e r  p i c t u r e s  back he re .  

Q. Number 4 .  
' . 

A. It 's t h e  same man, by t h e  same house t h e r e .  I 
remember w e  had taken a break i n  t h e  house. 

Q. I want you t o  i d e n t i f y  t h i s  l o c a t i o n  a s  we,go 
through t h e  a e r i a l  photograph. 
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Q. How about number 5? 

A. NO, sir. 

Q And 6? 

A. S i x ,  t h i s  is  when CARTER g o t  s h o t .  

Q Y e s .  

A. They're pa tching  him up. 

Q .  My ques t ion  on t h i s  photograph i s  do you know 
where t h i s  l o c a t i o n  i s ?  

A. Y e s ,  sir. I can show you c l e a r l y  on t h e  p i c t u r e ,  
b u t  I c a n ' t  show you on t h e  map (Exhibi t  P-1) .  

Q You c a n ' t  show me on t h e  photograph? 

A. I n  another  photograph I can,  s ir .  

Q All  r i g h t .  I ' m  going t o  jump t o  7 ,  and 8 because 
i t ' s  CARTER again.  On photo number 9 ,  which shows CARTER 
be ing  c a r r i e d  away and you say t h i s  house,  a r e  you t a l k i n g  
about  t h e  house t h a t  is  number 3 and 4 ?  Is t h a t  t h e  same 
house? 

A. NO, s ir .  

Q. But t h i s  i s  t h e  house where CARTER is l a y i n g  up 
a g a i n s t  i n  photo num@er 6 ,  i s  t h a t  what you mean? 

A. Yes, s i r .  

Q W a s  t h i s  a house,  o r  w a s  it a s h r i n e  o r  a temple 
o r  something? 

A .  Hard t o  s a y ,  they w e r e  a l l  hootches t o  m e ,  sir.  
I t h i n k  it was a house though, one of them o l d  ranch houses. 

Q Was t h i s  on t h e  southern edge of t h e  v i l l a g e ?  I 
mean by t h a t ,  i f  you l eave  t h i s  house i n  t h e  d i r e c t i o n  t h a t  
t h e y ' r e  ca r ry ing  CARTER, were they walking away from t h e  
v i l l a g e ?  
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A. I b e l i e v e  t h i s  was going nor th .  You s e e  the  
h e l i c o p t e r  came down on t h e  r i g h t  and t h e  r i g h t  was t h e  
e a s t  s i d e .  

Q = No, t h e  r i g h t  was on t h e  south .  

A. No, I ' m  t a l k i n g  about being l i k e  t h i s .  

Q. Oh, I s e e  you th ink  CARTER was wounded r i g h t
back he re?  

A. He was being c a r r i e d ,  I ' d  say t h i s  was. You s e e  
t h e r e  i s  a r i c e  paddy over  h e r e ,  i f  I remember correc t ly , .  
And a r i c e  paddy over  t h i s  way, t o  t h e  r i g h t  of the photo 
and they were ca r ry ing  him on t h e  road along t h e  r i c e  paddy. 

Q This i s  photo number 10. I t  i s  the same l o c a t i o n ;  
i s  t h a t  c o r r e c t ?  

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Where is  t h a t  b u i l d i n g  h e r e ,  h e ' s  n o t  f a r  from 
t h e  b u i l d i n g  i s  he?  

A. No, s i r ,  I c a n ' t  say  e x a c t l y  where t h e  bu i ld ing  
is, t h i s  is  where t h e y ' r e  wa i t ing  f o r  t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  t o  come i n .  

Q a I s e e .  Do you remember see ing  t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  s e t  
down ? 

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q Well, I want t o  t a l k  t o  you about t h a t ,  i f  w e  can 
i d e n t i f y  t h e  l o c a t i o n  on t h e  photograph. Now, t h i s  i s  number 
13. 

A .  Yes, sir.  This h e r e  i n  t h e  upper le f t -hand corner  
i s  t h e  house, t h e  same as  number 9 o r  10. T h a t ' s  myself s i t -
t i n g  t h e r e .  

a .  You a r e  back i n  t h e  extreme c e n t e r  r e a r ?  

A. Yes, sir. This is  Lieutenant  JENSEN, Sergeant  
MARONEY, i n t e r p r e t e r ,  and some more people.  

Q I  Is t h i s  Sergeant  PHU, t h e  i n t e r p r e t e r ?  
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A. yes ,  s i r .  

Q Okay, now. The way you named them o f f  is t h e  
f i r s t  man, t h e  second man, and t h e  t h i r d  man i s  t h e  i n t e r p r e t e r ?  

A. Yes, s i r .  
t 

Q Now, who i s  t h e  f o u r t h  one, can you t e l l ?  

A. He 's an RTO, b u t  I don' t remember h i s  name. 

Q Where i s  the mortar?  

A. The mortar?  

Q Yes. 

A. The people a r e  cawrying it. 

8 Where a r e  they?  

A. They're back down h e r e  i n  t h i s  group. 

Q So t h e  mortar  is  wi th  t h i s  group? 

A. Yes, s i r .  You can s e e  t h i s  man h e r e  t o  t h e  
c e n t e r  of the CjT0ilFr xiJ& j n s t  h i s  h a d ,  you can s e e  the 
ammo, - . .s . t i ck ing  o u t  of h i s  pack on h i s  back. 
- . 

Q- Y e s .  

A. This is where t h e  chopper landed,  over  t o  t h e  
l e f t  of t h e  p i c t u r e .  We're s i t t i n g  h e r e  wa i t ing  f o r  t h e  
chopper t o  come i n .  The chopper i s  going t o  land over  
here .  You s e e  t h i s  i s  t h e  house. They c a r r i e d  him over  
down t h i s  away, and brought him h e r e  'cause t h e r e ' s  a rice 
paddy and t h e y ' r e  wa i t ing  f o r  t h e  chopper and t h e  chopper 
i s  going t o  come he re  t o  t h e  l e f t  of t h e  p i c t u r e .  

Q A l l  r i g h t  now. This i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  t h e r e  weren ' t  
many people from t h e  mortar p la toon on t h e  opera t ion .  

A. I d o n ' t  know where t h e  rest of t h e  people a r e .  

Q This looks l i k e  f i v e  o r  s i x  people.  If  you ' re  
back h e r e  could t h e r e  be anymore behind you? 
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A.  There could have been. There could have been 
some on t h e  o t h e r  s i d e  of t h e  hedgerow, he re .  Usually we 
d o n ' t  s i t  t h i s  c l o s e  when we a r e  t ak ing  a break ,  we ' re  a l l  
t o g e t h e r ,  t h e y ' r e  not  d ispersed  a t  a l l ,  t h e r e .  

Q But you a r e  s u r e  t h a t  t h i s  i s  t h e  l o c a t i o n  where 
t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  came i n  t o  pick up CARTER? 

A. yes ,  sir.  

Q My ques t ion  i s  because you a r e  s i t t i n g  t h e r e .  

A.  Well the chopper 's n o t  going t o  come h e r e ,  it 's 
going t o  come over  here .  

Q No, I r e a l i z e  t h a t ,  b u t  t h e  chopper came by he re ;
t h i s  i s  t h e  house t h a t  CARTER was l a y i n g  up a g a i n s t ?  

A .  Right ,  sir.  

Q . And t h e  chopper came by here  t o  pick him up and 
was t h i s  photograph taken before  o r  a f t e r  t h e  chopper came 
i n ?  

A .  I ' d  say be fo re ,  s i r .  

Q You th ink  it was taken before  CARTER was wounded? 

A. Y e s ,  sir.  

Q Then CARTER would have been--had t o  be behind--

A. ( In terpos ingl  Oh,: b e f o r e  he was wounded, no, s i r .  
After he was wounded b u t  be fo re  t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  came i n .  

Q. Okay. I wonder where CARTER i s  then? 

A. He might be over  h e r e  t o  t h e  ' r i g h t  of t h e  p i c t u r e .  

Q .  Number 16? 

A.  T h i s  i s  a house i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  somewhere t h a t  we 
had burned down. There 's  two o r  t h r e e  dead people he re .  his 
was another  o l d  house. 

I 

Q. What do you mean, w e  had burned down? 

A. Oh, t h e  mortar p la toon moving through,  headquarters
s e c t i o n .  
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Q How d i d  , these people ca tch  on f i r e ?  

A. They were j u s t  l a y i n g  t h e r e .  It looks l i k e  
somebody put  something up a g a i n s t  t h a t  one and burned it. 
I don I t  know f o r  s u r e .  

Q Well d i d  you s e e  t h i s  scene? 

A. I remember t h e  p lace  b u t  I d o n ' t  remember t h e s e  
people he re .  

Q. You remember t h i s  b u i l d i n g  b u t  you d o n ' t  remember 
t h e  people burning? 

A. No, sir.  I remember t h e  b u i l d i n g  b u t  I d o n ' t  
remember the people burning.  

Q Do you know the l o c a t i o n  of t h i s  bu i ld ing?  

A. I know i t ' s  i n  M y  Lai ( 4 )  f o r  s u r e ,  I d o n ' t  know 
t h e  e x a c t  l o c a t i o n .  This i s  t h e  same scene r e f e r r e d  t o  i n  
P i c t u r e  13 ,  I b e l i e v e .  

A. Right,  Lieutenant  JZNSEN, Sergeant  A%3T?OXEY, this. - ---
must be where they had him i n  previous p i c t u r e s .  

Q - Now t h e  photo i s  number 17. The first man on 
the  r i g h t  you keep saying  Lieutenant  JENSEN, a r e  you s u r e  
t h a t  I s  n o t  Lieutenant  ALAUX? 

A. D e f i n i t e l y  t h a t ' s  Lieutenant  JENSEN. 

Q Who was Lieutenant  JENSEN? 

A. He was, f o r  a t ime,  t h e  mortar  p la toon l eader .  
I c a n ' t  remember on t h a t  occassion what h i s  job was a t  t h e  
time. He was, I b e l i e v e ,  t h e  XO f o r  a  whi le  and he  w a s  a 
platoon l e a d e r  f o r  a while .  Because h e ' s  s i t t i n g  next  t o  
Sergeant MARONEY t h e r e  I imagine h i s  capaci ty  was mor tar  
platoon l e a d e r ,  b u t  I c o u l d n ' t  be sure .  

Q And t h i s  is  t h e  same l o c a t i o n  as  photo number 131 

A. Yes, s i r .  
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Taken a t  a d i f f e r e n t  angle? 

A. Yes, sir. Cause when t h e  choppers come i n  t h e  
g rass  i s  r e a l  wavy. 

Q And t h i s  is  t h e  b u i l d i n g  up a g a i n s t  which CARTER 
was l ay ing?  

A. No, s i r ,  t h a t  should have been over  he re .  

Q Where CARTER w a s  lay ing?  

A. This b u i l d i n g  here .  

Q That ' s  t h e  same one i s n ' t  i t ?  

A. No , sir t h i s  i s  o f f  t o  t h e  l e f t  which would be 
o f f  t o  the l e f t  of  17 .  

Q. So you moved up t h e  road a l i t t l e  b i t .  

A. Yes, s ir .  

(2- i s  t h a t  c o r r e c t 3  

A. Yes, sir.  

Q =  Looks t o  me l i k e  it was taken about t h e  same time 
because MARONEY's g o t  h i s  helmet o f f .  The p o s i t i o n  of  t h e  
people --

A. ( In terpos ing)  I f  you n o t i c e  t h e r e  i s  a man 
s tanding  back h e r e ,  and t h e r e ' s  nobody h e r e  by t h e  t r e e s .  

Q Okay. 

A. Probably taken j u s t  minutes a f t e r .  I guess they  
came i n  and c a r r i e d  him o u t  and everybody's s t a r t e d  t o  pick 
up and t h e y ' r e  ready t o  move o f f  now it seems. There ' s  
Captain MEDINA. 

Q a Oh yes ,  Captain MEDINA is s t and ing  i n  t h e  c e n t e r  
of the road. Number 19? 
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A. T h i s l i s  t h e  person I recognize,  t h e  lef t -hand 
man, t h e  Vietnamese. He wasn ' t  ou r  company i n t e r p r e t e r ,  he 
was wi th  t h e  M I  man, m i l i t a r y  i n t e l l i g e n c e  man. He was t h e  
Vietnamese i n t e l l i g e n c e  man I guess .  He d i d  t h e  i n t e r r o g a t i n g  
of t h e  people of t h e  v i l l a g e .  

Q =  Do you recognize t h i s  scene? 

A. No, s ir .  

Q. Number 20 ? 

A. Number 2 0 ,  I th ink  I j u s t  recognize t h i s  one man 
here .  I t h i n k  he a man i n  our  p la toon by t h e  name of  LAVERNE. 

The man s tanding  up w i t h  t h e  b a r  i n  h i s  hand? 

Right,  sir.  

Is LAVERNE? 

A. Right ,  s i r ,  and t h e  man wi th  no helmet on i n  the 
c e n t e r  of  t h e  p i c t u r e  was t h e  a r t i l l e r y  FO. No, w a i t  a 
minute,  t h i s  was t h e  m i l i t a r y  i n t e l l i g e n c e  man. 

Q- I n  the  r e a r  without  t h e  helmet? 

A. Right sir.  

Q. And t h e  man s t and ing  with t h e  b a r  is  LAVERNE? 

A. I b e l i e v e  he i s ,  he  was i n  t h e  mor tar  p la toon,  
L-A-V-E-R-N-E . 
Q Did you s e e  t h i s  l o c a t i o n ?  

A. No, s i r ,  I d o n ' t  know what t h e y ' r e  doing t h e r e .  
Looks l i k e  t h e y ' r e  probing f o r  a booby t r a p .  

Q It l o o k s . - l i k e  t h e y ' r e  probing f o r  something. 21?  

A .  This i s  t h e  Vietnamese i n t e l l i g e n c e  man' and t h e  
American i n t e l l i g e n c e  man. This i s  t h e  man t h a t  s h o t  and 
k i l l e d  t h e  Vietnamese. 
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A .  yes ,  sir. 

(1 The o l d  Vietnamese was s h o t  by whom? 

A. The man on t h e  l e f t  of t h e  photo,  t h e  Vietnamese 
in te l l - igence  man o r  i n t e r p r e t e r  whatever he was. 

Q Does t h e  name Sergeant M I N H  mean anything t o  you? 

A. No, s ir .  

Q Did you s e e  him shoot  t h a t  o l d  man? 

A. Yes, s ir .  

Q Do you know where t h i s  l o c a t i o n  i s ?  

A .  I s a w  a p i c t u r e ,  t h e r e  was a g a t e  i n  f r o n t  of 
a house, and he was j u s t  i n s i d e  t h e  g a t e  and then  he was 
sho t .  I f  I saw t h e  p i c t u r e  of  t h e  house I could remember it. 

Q How Long a f t e r  t h i s  p i c t u r e  was taken do you 
th ink  he was s h o t ?  

A. I d o n ' t  know, sir.  

Q Was t h i s  about i n  t h e  same l o c a t i o n  o r  can you
recognize i t ?  

A .  I d o n ' t  know sir. The t r a i l  ran r i g h t  i n  f f r o n t  
of t h e  g a t e  and t h e r e  looks l i k e  a t r a i l  i n  t h e  p i c t u r e  s o  
it might be very c lose  t o  t h a t  l o c a t i o n .  That i s  t h e  man 
t h a t  was s h o t  though. 

Q D e f i n i t e l y ?  

A. Yes, s-ir. 

Q e  P h t  about 26? 

A. 26 i s  a t  LZ Dot t i e .  Theyl're b r ing ing  i n  t h i s  
group of s l i c k s  t o  load us on. See t h e  men t h e r e  with 
t h e i r  r i f l e s  up. 
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A. This i s  p a r t  of a t r a i l  going through t h e  v i l l a g e ,  
I be l i eve  a f t e r  t h e  sea rch  and des t roy  mission was cancel led .  
What I p lace  my b e l i e f  on is  t h a t  t h e  cows a r e  s t i l l  l i v i n g  
up h e r e  and i f  it was sea rch  and des t roy  they  would have 
been s h o t  and k i l l e d .  

Q. This t r a i l  d o e s n ' t  appear t o  be going through t he  
v i l l a g e ?  

A. No, i t ' s  running a longs ide  t h e  v i l l a g e .  

Q Would you say  t h i s  was t h e  southern  s i d e  o r  t h e  
nor thern  s i d e  o r  where? D o  you recognize t h e  a r e a ?  

A. J u s t  t h e  scene ,  no t  t h e  l o c a t i o n .  

Q *  Do you know where t h i s  was? 

A. No, sir.  

(2. Did you s e e  t h e s e  bodies? 

A. Yes, s i r .  

& You saw t h e s e  bodies? 

A. I b e l i e v e  so .  

Q *  This i s  t h e  same scene w e  saw b e f o r e ,  photo 33.  
Is t h e  house burning wi th  t h e  bodies  burning i n  t h e r e ?  

A. yes ,  s i r .  

A. This i s  a close-up of t h e  a r e a  i n  33 where t h e  
bodies a r e  burning next  t o  t h e  bui ld ing .  

Q. It shows a woman and c h i l d ?  O r  it shows somebody
i n  b lack  pajamas and a c h i l d ?  

A. Yes, s i r .  

Q. . You d o n ' t  know-where t h i s  l o c a t i o n  was? 

A. - Not i n  r e l a t i o n  t o  t h e  v i l l a g e .  

&- Number 40? 
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A, This i s  a group of p r i s o n e r s  t h a t  were rounded 
up, n o t  p r i s o n e r s ,  a group of people t h a t  were rounded up 
a f t e r  t h e  mission became a search  and c l e a r  mission,  f o r  
i n t e r r o g a t i o n .  I recognize t h i s  o l d  woman h e r e  and some 
of t h e  o t h e r  peop le ' s  f aces  a r e  f a m i l i a r .  

Q So what happened t o  them? 

A. A s  f a r  as  I know they  were i n t e r r o g a t e d  and l e f t  
a lone.  

Q. Did you s e e  them leave  t h e  a rea?  

A. No, I d i d n ' t ,  sir. 

Q Did you s e e  somebody r i p  t h i s  g i r l ' s  blouse o f f ?  

A. NO,  sir.  

Q Why a r e  these  people s o  a f r a i d  here?  

A. I d o n ' t  know s i r ,  it looks l i k e  somebody's 
th rea ten ing  t h e m  i n  some way. 

Q. . But you saw t h i s  group? 

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  

Q. You d o n ' t  remember where? 

A. Not o t h e r  than i n  t h e  v i l l a g e .  

Q. 41? 

A. This was t h e  b i g  group of bodies  I was speaking 
about before .  I s a i d  it look as  though they were rounded 

I up toge the r  and mowed down wi th  machineguns. 

Q. Did you pass by .  t h i s  group? 

A. Yes, s ir .  

Q b  Did Captain MEDINA pass by t h i s  group? 
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A .  Y e s ,  s ir .  Th i s  was t h e  f i r s t  l a r g e  group o f  
bod ie s  w e  saw and I b e l i e v e  caused Capta in  MEDINA t o  i n q u i r e  
of t h e  p l a t o o n  l e a d e r s  what was going on ,  and how t h i n g s  
l i k e  t h a t  were happening.  

Q We' l l  t r y  t o  l o c a t e  t h i s  on t h e  photo  i n  a minute .  
66 ,  Sergeant  PHU on t h e  l e f t .  Who i s  t h e  one i n  t h e  c e n t e r ,  
do  you know? 

A. This  is  Se rgean t  P H U ,  do you mean t h i s  man he re?  

Q Yes. 

A. I t h i n k  t h i s  i s  t h e  m i l i t a r y  i n t e l l i g e n c e  man, 
t h e  Vietnamese. The man on t h e  r i g h t  w i t h  t h e  r a d i o  i s  
MURPHY, t h e  CO'  s RTO. 

Q The two co lo red  men i n  t h e  back? 

They ' re  f a m i l i a r ,  b u t  I c a n ' t  r e c a l l  t h e i r  names. 

Q Do you know t h e s e  Vietnamese i n  t h e  p i c t u r e ?
Have you e v e r  s een  them? 

A.  No, s i r ,  I c a n ' t  remember them. 

A. I know t h e s e  two men. I c a n ' t  remember h i s  name. 
H e  was a squad l e a d e r .  

Q Second man from the l e f t ?  

A. Yes., sir.  

Q DO you know the a r e a ?  

A .  I b e l i e v e  t h i s  i s  down n e a r  t h e  r i v e r .  

COL WILSON: Now, I would l i k e  t o  s ta r t  a t  t h e  wes t  s i d e  of 
t h e  v i l l a g e  and see what you can r e c a l l  about t h i s  area. 
You can use  t h e  map o r  photos  o r  whatever you l i k e .  

[COL NILSON and SSG FAGAN marked t h e  a e r i a l  
photograph,  l a t e r  admi t ted  a s  E x h i b i t  P-139, u s i n g  b l u e  
pen t o  i d e n t i f y  t h e  w i t n e s s '  r o u t e  through,  lily L a i  ( 4 )  

(FAGAN) 52 APP T-67 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 



FOR O F F I C I A L  USE ONLY 


and events  keyed t o  h i s  testimony and green pen t o  i d e n t i f y  
approximate l o c a t i o n s  a t  which t h e  var ious  photographs 
were taken.)  

P o i n t  number 1 i s  approximate a r e a  of landing 
zone. 

Photos number 6 ,  7 ,  8 ,  and 9 show approximate a r e a  
where CARTER was wounded. 

Photos number 11, and 12 i n d i c a t e  approximate 
a r e a  of CARTER'S evacuat ion.  
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Photos number 13  and 17 a r e  command group j u s t  
a f t e r  t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  l e f t  (CARTER'S evacua t ion) .  

photo number 31 i n d i c a t e s  bodies  on a t r a i l .  

Photo number 40 i n d i c a t e s  a number o f  v i l l a g e r s ,  
n o t  s h o t  a f t e r  CARTER was wounded. 

Photo number 4 1  i n d i c a t e s  group of bodies  on a 
t r a i l  t o  t h e  south  of t h e  v i l l a g e .  

Po in t  number 2 i s  where Captain MEDINA requested 
permission t o  change t h e  mission t o  search  and c l e a r .  

Sergeant ,  i s  t h e r e  anything f u r t h e r  t h a t  you might 
advise  on t h e  ma t t e r s  we have been i n v e s t i g a t i n g ,  anything 
t h a t  we have overlooked, any f u r t h e r  testimony o r  s ta tement? 

A. Not b a s i c a l l y  sir .  I th ink  mostly though, when 
we s t a r t e d  i n  i n i t i a l l y  we were expect ing  a  l o t  of enemy 
f i r e  and a l o t  of c a s u a l t i e s  on o u r  s i d e .  This maybe i s  
why t h e  people were s o  aggressive.  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  anybody 
e s s e n t i a l l y  wanted t o  k i l l  women and c h i l d r e n .  I guess 
they f igured  i f  they d id  what they had t o  do t h a t  next  time 
it wouldn't  be s o  bad. Actua l ly  I t h i n k  i f  i t  was a search 
and c l e a r  mission i n  t h e  f i r s t  p l ace  t h i s  could have been 
avoided. Nobody was g lad  t o  have it happen. Everybody 
r e g r e t t e d  i t ,  even though t h e r e  was nobody looking a t  them 
saying  t h a t  they had done wrong. I n s i d e  they had f e l t  they 
had done wrong because you know w e  always r e l a t e  back t o  
our own circumstances here.  You know, i f  we were a t  war 
he re  and some people came i n  and k i l l e d  the women and kids, 
t e r r i b l e  th ing .  I know everybody I t a l k e d  t o ,  I b e l i e v e ,  
they r e a l l y  wished t h a t  it h a d n ' t  happened, b u t  a t  t h e  
same time they c o u l d n ' t  say I d o n ' t  approve of it s o  I ' m  
n o t  going t o  do i t ,  j u s t  s i t  down and do nothing. 'Lt was 
j u s t  a  bad job and I guess they  j u s t  wanted to ,  g e t  it done 
with a s  f a s t  as  they could and hope t h i n g s  would improve. 
Like I s a y ,  t h i s  was t h e  f i r s t  and only sea rch  and des t roy  
mission we  eve r  had, a f t e r  t h a t  it always was sea rch  and 
c l e a r .  This r e l i e v e d  everybody's conscience a s  f a r  a s  
ever  having t o  do something l i k e  t h a t  again.  Tha t ' s  about 
it, sir .  
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Q Sergeant  w e  apprec ia te  your coming, you've been 
a b i g  h e l p ,  and i f  you should f i n d  any documents, notebooks, 
photographs, t ape  recordings ,  o r  anything t h a t  might f i x  
time o r  p lace  o r  anything t h a t  might have t o  do with t h i s  
opera t ion ,  i f  you would call us w e ' d  a p p r e c i a t e  it. 
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A. Yes, s ir .  

Q. I ' d  l i k e  t o  remind you t h a t  you a r e  ordered  no t  
t o  d i scuss  t h e  My Lai  i n c i d e n t ,  inc luding  subsequent 
i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  and r e p o r t s ,  w i t h  any person who may have 
been connected wi th  t h e  i n c i d e n t  i n  any way. This  does 
not  apply of course i f  you a r e  r equ i red  t o  d i s c u s s  t h e  
case i n  another  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e ,  l e g i s l a t i v e ,  o r  j u d i c i a l  
proceeding o r  a s  you may be requ i red  t o  do i n  t h e  
performance of o f f i c i a l  d u t i e s .  I n  o t h e r  words, d o n ' t  
d i scuss  t h i s  wi th  anybody except  a s  you a r e  r equ i red  t o  
do so .  

A. Right ,  s ir .  

Q - You a r e  now re leased .  This hear ing  is recessed .  

(The a e r i a l  photograph as  annotated by SSG FAGAN 
was rece ived  and admitted i n t o  evidence as  Exh ib i t  P-139.) 

(The hea r ing  recessed a t  1341 hours ,  6 January 
1970 .) 
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'SUMMARY OF TESTIMONY 

WITNESS : FLYNN, James H. 

DATE OF TESTIMONY: 11 February 1970 

PLACE OF TESTIMONY: Pentagon 

WITNESS SUSPECTED OF: N/A 

COUNSEL: None 

DUTY ASSIGNMENT ON 1 6  MARCH 1968: Mortar Forward Observer,  
Attached t o  C/1/20. 

1. PRIOR TRAINING.IN THE RULES OF LAND WARFARE. 

The w i t n e s s  jo ined  t h e  11th  Brigade i n  August of 
1956 (pq, 55) . H e  cane from Yawaii wit.?? t h e  u n i t  and 
a r r i v e d  i n  Vietnam on 4 December (pgs. 4 ,  5 5 ) .  On 
15 March 19 68 he was a t t a c h e d  t o  C/1/20 (pg. 4 )  . H e  
d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  r e c e i v i n g  any t r a i n i n g  on t h e  handl ing  of  
noncombatants (pg. 55) . H e  never saw t h e  MACV c a r d s ,  
" ~ i n eRules" and "The Enemy i n  Your Hands" (pg. 55) . 
H e  s t a t e d  t h a t  a t  Duc Pho he d i d  n o t  r e c e i v e  any t r a i n i n g  
on t h e  handl ing  o f  noncombatants (pg. 5 6 ) .  

2 .  PREOPERATIONAL PLANS AND BRIEFINGS. 

The wi tness  s t a t e d  t h a t  Captain  MEDINA b r i e f e d  them 
t h e  n i g h t  b e f o r e  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  (pg. 2 ) .  They w e r e  t o l d  
t o  " g e t  anyth ing  t h a t  moved o u t  t h e r e ,  cows, ch ickens ,  o r  . 
anything" (pg. 2 ) .  The wi tness  understood t h i s  t o  mean t h a t  
they were t o  k i l l  women, c h i l d r e n ,  and t h e  animals  (pg. 2 )  . 
The wi tness  r e c a l l e d  t h a t  MEDINA was asked i f  they  were t o  
" g e t  young k i d s "  t o  which MEDINA r e p l i e d  "yes"  (pgs.  3 ,  3 8 ) .  
The wi tness  r ece ived  no o t h e r  b r i e f i n g s  (pg-. 4 ) .  He s t a t e d  
t h a t  he  thought  t h a t  t h e  men were " s o r t  of happy t o  be a b l e  
t o  g e t  something" (pg. 5 ) .  H e  thought  t h a t  they were going 
o u t  f o r  revenge (pg. 5)  . 
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3.  ASSAULT ON MY LAI .  

a .  Landing and i n i t i a l  movement. 

The wi tness  was on t h e  second t o  t h e  l a s t  l i f t  
with MEDINA and t h r e e  o t h e r  R T O ' s  (pgs.  5 ,  6 ) .  When they 
landed i n  a r i c e  paddy i n s i d e  t h e  woodline, t h e r e  was 
f i r i n g  going on (pg. 6 )  . When t h e  l i f t  was complete they 
s t a r t e d  t o  move towards t h e  v i l l a g e  (pg. 6 )  . I n i t i a l l y ,  
they moved on t h e  t r a i l  t h a t  goes along t h e  southern  p a r t  
of t h e  v i l l a g e  of My Lai ( 4 )  (pg. 7 ) .  He r e c a l l e d  a 
h e l i c o p t e r  n o t i f y i n g  them of t h e  presence of someone with 
weapons (pg. 7) . He d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  t h e  r o u t e  t h a t  they took 
then b u t  he  s t a t e d  t h a t  he was with Captain MEDINA a l l  the 
t i m e  (pg. 7 ) .  They- looked t o  t h e  south of t h e - v i l l a g g  of M y  ( 4 )~ a i  
f o r  t h e  weapon b u t  t h e  wi tness  s t a t e d  t h a t  they never found 
it (pg. 8 ) .  

Movement i n t o  t h e  v i l l a g e .  

The wi tness  s t a t e d  t h a t  they went up t h e  north- 
south t r a i l  which i s  i n  the c e n t e r  of t h e  v i l l a g e  of 
My Lai ( 4 )  (pg. 8 ) .  He saw a  l a r g e  p i l e  of bodies  along 
t h e  t r a i l  (pg. 8 ) .  He r e c a l l e d  encountering a g i r l  l y ing  
along t h e  t r a i l  and "playing l i k e  she  was dead" (pg. 11). 
MEDINA kicked over t h e  baske t  t h a t  she  had and t h e  wi tness  
s t a t e d  t h a t  he  thought it contained medical s u p p l i e s  
( g  1 ) .  He s t a t e d  t h a t  she  was s o t  h u r t  a t  a l l l ' and  t h a t  
he then saw Captain MEDINA shoother (pg. 11). He loca ted  
t h e  body a s  being along a r i c e  paddy d i k e  i n  t h e  south- 
western p a r t  of t h e  v i l l a g e  (pgs. 11, 12) . The bodies  t h a t  
he saw a s  they walked along t h e  t r a i l  were mostly of women 
and c h i l d r e n  (pg. 1 2 ) .  There were between i5 and 20 bodies  
(pg. 1 2 ) .  He d i d  n o t  know who s h o t  t h e  group and s t a t e d  t h a t  
t h e  people were dead when th97 g o t  t h e r e  (pg. 1 2 ) .  The 
witness  s t a t e d  t h a t  he was t h e  second man behind MEDINA and 
t h a t  MEDINA saw t h e  bodies  (pg. 1 2 ) .  MEDINA d i d  n o t  make 
any comment about them nor d id  he ques t ion  anybody a s  t o  how 
they were s h o t  (pgs. 1 2 ,  1 3 ) .  

c . CARTER' s medevac . 
A s  they moved up the  t r a i l  they encountered CARTER 

(pg. 1 3 ) .  MEDINA used t h e  wi tness '  r a d i o  t o  c a l l  f o r  t h e  
medevac (pg. 9 ) .  The wi tness  d i d  n o t  th ink  t h a t  t h e  
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h e l i c o p t e r  which landed was a medevac chopper (pg. 9 ) .  
H e  s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e r e  was an o f f i c e r  i n  t h e  h e l i - o p t e r  
b u t  he d i d  n o t  know i f  t h e  o f f i c e r  g o t  o u t  (pg. 1 0 ) .  The 
wi tness  s t a t e d  t h a t  he knew t h a t  Lieu tenant  Colonel BARKER 
was f l y i n g  around t h e  a r e a  of  My ~ a i  ( 4 )  t h a t  day (pg. 1 0 ) .  
H e  knew t h i s  because MEDINA had t a l k e d  with  BARKER on t h e  
r a d i o  (pg. 1 0 ) .  The wi tness  s t a t e d  t h a t  "it could have been" 
BARKER who landed f o r  t h e  medevac (pg.  1 0 )  . He a l s o  thought 
t h a t  BARKER made low passes  
s u r e  (pg. 3 9 ) .  

over  t h e  v i l l a g e  b u t  was n o t  

d .  A c t i v i t y  i n  t h e  v i l l a g e .  

A s  they cont inued up t h e  t r a i l  t h e  wi tness  
s t a t e d  t h a t  he  saw f o u r  Vietnamese walking (pg. 1 3 ) .  Someone 
s h o t  a t  them b u t  d i d  n o t  h i t  them (pg. 1 3 ) .  The Vietnamese 
r a n  away from t h e  v i l l a g e  (pg. 1 4 ) .  MEDINA saw them be ing  
s h o t  a t  and t o l d  t h e  men t o  s t o p  shoot ing  (pg. 1 4 )  . They 
moved through t h e  v i l l a g e  i n  a n o r t h e a s t e r l y  d i r e c t i o n  
checking hootches (pg. 1 4 ) .  He r e c a l l e d  encounter ing an 
o l d  man who was ques t ioned  (pg. 1 4 )  . Fur the r  on they 
encountered two g i r l s ,  between f i v e  and e i g h t  y e a r s  o l d  
(pg. 1 4 )  . The wi tness  s t a t e d  t h a t  they took t h e  g i r l s  

w i t h  them u n t i l  they a r r i v e d  a t  a d i f f e r e n t  v i l l z g e  whcrc 
they l e f t  them wi th  some o t h e r  Vietnamese people  (pg.  1 4 )  . 
The wi tness  r e c a l l e d  s e e i n g  a number of dead bodies  
i n  t h e  c e n t e r  of t h e  v i l l a g e  around the hootches (pg.  1 5 ) .  
H e  recalled0113 family c o n s i s t i n g  of a mother, a f a t h e r ,  
and t h r e e  c h i l d r e n  l y i n g  o u t  i n  f r o n t  of a hootch (pg. 15)  . 
He a l s o  r e c a l l e d  see ing  another  bunch of  dead bodies  b u t  
d i d  n o t  remember where (pg. 1 5 ) .  H e  s t a t e d  t h a t  he saw bodies  
i n  a g u l l y  which was on t h e  o u t s i d e  of t h e  v i l l a g e  (pg. 1 .6 ) .  
H e  approximated t h e  l o c a t i o n  a s  be ing  t o  t h e i r  r i g h t  a s  
they walked i n  a e a s t e r l y  d i r e c t i o n  (pg. 1 6 ) .  While i n  
t h e  v i l l a g e  MEDINA c a l l e d  a l l  of t h e  p l a toon  l e a d e r s  and 
t o l d  them t o  s t o p  t h e  k i l l i n g  (pg. 17) . The wi tness  
s t a t e d  t h a t  t h i s  happened when theyreached  the e a s t e r n  
p a r t  of t h e  v i l l a g e  and stopped f o r  lunch (pg. 17 . MEDINA 
c a l l e d  them on t h e  r a d i o  (pg. 1 8 ) .  H e  d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  any 
t r ansmiss ions  about  s topping  t h e  burning (pg.  20 ) .  The 
wi tness  s t a t e d  t h a t  he  saw q u i t e  a few of t h e  h u t s  i n  t h e  
v i l l a g e  being burned (pg. 2 0 ) .  
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e. Reported body count .  

The w i t n e s s  s t a t e d  t h a t  h e  b e l i e v e d  he  h e a r d  a 
t r ansmis s ion  which came t o  MEDINA from t h e  Task Force  
Barker TOC (pg.  1 8 ) .  The w i t n e s s  s t a t e d  t h a t  MEDINA 
gave a body coun t  o f  307 (pg. 1 8 ) .  The w i t n e s s  d i d  n o t  
know i f  MEDINA g o t  t h e  body count  from t h e  p l a t o o n s ,  
and d i d  n o t  know where MEDINA g o t  t h e  f i g u r e s  (pg. 1 9 ) .  
The r a d i o  of t h e  w i t n e s s  was on t h e  a i r - to -ground  f requency 
and he  remembered a l -e l icopter  p i l o t  c a l l i n g  Cap ta in  
MEDINA (pg.  1 9 ) .  The w i t n e s s  s t a t e d  t h a t  something was s a i d  
about  what was going on and MEDINA r e p l i e d  t h a t  he  d i d  n o t  
know (pg. 19)  . The w i t n e s s  d i d  n o t  know who made t h e  c a l l  
and h e  s t a t e d  t h a t  e i t h e r  t h e  Task Force  Barker f requency 
o r  the gunship f requency was be ing  used (pgs .  19,  20) . 
H e  d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  any f u r t h e r  t r ansmis s ions  (pg. 20) .  

f. The presence  of a photographer .  

The w i t n e s s  s t a t e d  t h a t  he r e c a l l e d  Jay  ROBERTS 
be ing  p r e s e n t  on t h e  o p e r a t i o n  (pg.  2 1 ) .  The w i t n e s s  
s t a t e d  t h a t  h e  spoke w i t h  ROBERTS a s  they walked through 
t h e  v i l l a g e  (pg. 2 2 ) .  He s t a t e d  t h a t  ROBERTS asked  him i f  
they  always " d i d  t h a t  when they  went through t h e  v i l l a g e s "  
(pg. 22 ) .  The w i t n e s s  t o l d  ROBERTS t h a t  h e  d i d  n o t  know 
because h e  had j u s t  g o t t e n  there t h e  day b e f o r e  (pg.  2 2 ) .  
He s t a t e d  t h a t  ROBERTS l e f t  abou t  noon (pg.  22 ) .  The 
wi tnes s  i d e n t i f i e d  numerous photographs (See ~ x h i b i t  ~ i s t ,  
i n f r a ) .  The w i t n e s s  s t a t e d  t h a t  ROBERTS moved on h i s  own 
and d i d  n o t  remain w i t h  M E D I N A ' s  command group th roughout  
the e n t i r e  t r i p  (pg. 2 2 ) .  The wi tnes s  could n o t  r e c a l l  
anyone e l s e  having a camera (pg.  2 2 ) .  

g. F u r t h e r  movement and t h e  n i g h t  l a a g e r .  

The w i t n e s s  s t a t e d  t h a t  they  a t e  Aunch i n  t h e  
e a s t e r n  p a r t  o f  t h e  v i l l a g e  (pg.  22 ) .  They then  swept 
through a r i c e  paddy a r e a  (pg.  2 3 ) .  He remembered e n t e r i n g  
a v i l l a g e  i n  which a lady  was ho ld ing  h e r  young son  
and 'I j abbe r ing  about  something" (pg. 23) . MEDINA t o l d  t h e  
i n t e r p r e t e r  t o  t e l l  t h e  woman t o  move down t h e  highway 
(pg. 2 3 ) .  They l a a g e r e d  r i g h t  i n s i d e  a cemetery t h a t  n igh t  
b u t  t h e  w i t n e s s  d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  l a a g e r i n g  w i t h  Bravo 
Company (pg. 23 ) .  During t h e  evening he remembered t h a t  
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some Vietnamese were s een  500 meters  away and were f i r e d  
upon b u t  were n o t  h i t  (pgs .  23, 24) . The w i t n e s s  r e c a l l e d  
s e e i n g  Na t iona l  P o l i c e  p r e s e n t  (pg. 2 4 ) .  H e  s t c t e d  t h a t  
he s a w  t h e  p o l i c e  i n t e r r o g a t i n g  t h e  p r i s o n e r s  and he  
f e l t  t h a t  " t h e y  t r e a t e d  them p r e t t y  rough" (pg. 2 4 ) .  There 
w a s  an  American o f f i c e r  w i t h  them a t  t h i s  t ime b u t  he  d i d  
n o t  know who i t  was nor could  he  d e s c r i b e  him (pg.  2 4 )  . 
He r e c a l l e d  an  American i n t e r r o g a t i n g  a Vietnamese and 
he s t a t e d  t h a t  " they  c u t  one g u y ' s  e a r  o r  c u t  h i s  neck o r  
something" (pg.  2 5 ) .  H e  s t a t e d  t h a t  he  a l s o  remembered 
s e e i n g  them chop one of  t h e  man's  f i n g e r s  o f f  (pg.  2 5 ) .  
This was done by an  American n o t  by the Na t iona l  P o l i c e  
(pg. 2 5 ) .  The wi tnes s  was s t a n d i n g  f i v e  t o  t e n  f e e t  
away from t h e  i n c i d e n t  (pg.  2 5 ) .  The w i t n e s s  s t a t e d  t h a t  
t h e  Na t iona l  P o l i c e  t hen  took t h e  p r i s o n e r s  behind some t r e e s  
and s h o t  a l l  b u t  one of them (pg. 2 6 ) .  He e s t ima ted  t h a t  
t e n  p r i s o n e r s  w e r e  t h e r e  i n  t h e  beg inn ing  (pg. 2 6 ) .  The 
wi tnes s  s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e  p r i s o n e r s  were p icked  up about  
mid -af t e rnoon  when they m e t  w i t h  B Company (pg. 27) . 

h. V i s i t i n g  o f f i c e r s .  

The w i t n e s s  s t a t e d  t h a t  he r e c a l l e d  a l i e u t e n a n t  
c o l o n e l  l and ing  i n  a  h e l i c o p t e r  (pg.  2 8 ) .  He d i d  n o t  know 
who i t  was and could n o t  remember i f  t h e  person spoke wi th  
MEDINA (pg.  2 8 ) .  The h e l i c o p t e r  wai ted  f o r  t h e  o f f i c e r  
(pg.  28) . The w i t e s s  cou ld  n o t  say i f  on ly  one o f f i c e r  
g o t  o f f  (pg.  2 9 ) .  He d i d  n o t  know i f  t h e  ~ a t i o n a l  p o l i c e  
came on t h e  same h e l i c o p t e r  o r  n o t  (pg. 2 9 ) .  

4 .  INQUIRIES CONCERNING THE ASSAULT. 

The w i t n e s s  s t a t e d  t h a t  n e i t h e r  MEDINA nor  anyone 
e l s e  spoke w i t h  him about  what happened a t  My La i  ( 4 )  
(pgs.  2 9 ,  3 0 ) .  H e  d i d  r e c a l l  MEDINA informing them t h a t  
they were hav ing  a b r i g a d e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  (pg.  3 0 ) .  MEDINA 
t o l d  them " n o t  t o  say  anyth ing  about  what happened" and 
a l s o  t o l d  them t h a t  on ly  he would t a l k  about  it (pg. 30) . 
The w i t n e s s  had t h e  impress ion  t h a t  they  were n o t  t o  say 
anyth ing  t o  any i n v e s t i g a t i n g  o f f i c e r s  (pg. 3 0 ) .  H e  d i d  
n o t  r e c a l l  whether  he  w a s  t o l d  t h i s  b e f o r e  o r  a f t e r  t h e  
e x t r a c t i o n  (pgs .  3 0 ,  3 1 ) .  The w i t n e s s  d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  t h e  
h e l i c o p t e r  be ing  met by a n  o f f i c e r  a t  LZ D o t t i e  (pg. 31) . 
The w i t n e s s  d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  any d i s c u s s i o n s  among t h e  men 
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a f t e r  t h e  i n c i d e n t  (pg.  23 ) .  The wi tnes s  was n o t  ques t ioned  
by anyone and t h e  m l y  t h i n g  h e  heard  about  an  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  
w a s  what MEDINA had t o l d  them (pgs .  33, 34) . 
5. OTHER INFORMATION. 

a .  The w i t n e s s  d e s c r i b e d  MEDINA as a s t r i c t  o f f i c e r  
who "knew h i s  job rea l  w e l l "  (pg. 32) . He f e l t  t h a t  
MEDINA had c o n t r o l  of  t h e  company du r ing  My ~ a i  ( 4 )  
(pg. 32) .  H e  f e l t  t h a t  t h e  r ea son  s o  many people  w e r e  
k i l l e d  was because t h e  men had been t o l d  t h e  n i g h t  b e f o r e  
t o  "shoot  them a l l "  (pg. 3 2 ) .  

b .  The w i t n e s s  heard no th ing  about  any k i l l i n g s  
which may have t aken  p l a c e  i n  Co Lay (2)  (pgs. 32,33) . 

c. The w i t n e s s  d e s c r i b e d  t h e  a t t i t u d e  of t h e  men i n  
t h e  company towards t h e  Vietnamese a s  beingMkhrewd" (pg. 3 4 ) .  
He s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e  men d i d  n o t  l i k e  t h e  Vietnamese and 
were "rough on them" (pgs .  34, 3 5 ) .  He s t a t e d  t h a t  h e  knew 
t h e r e  was a l o t  of  r a p i n g  go ing  on i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  
(pg. 3 5 ) .  The w i t n e s s  s t a t e d  t h a t  when they  cap tu red  t h e  
two Vietnamese and t h e  nu r se  h e  saw people  p u t t i n g  c i g a r e t t e  . 
b u t t s  i n  t h e  e l a s t i c  of  t h e  p r i s o n e r ' s  p a n t s  w h i l e  the 
Vietnamese had t h e i r  hands t i e d  (pg. 3 5 ) .  The w i t n e s s  
s t a t e d  t h a t  he  d i d  not s e e  a i ~ y  r apes  and d i d  i lot  hea r  . I  

of any o c c u r r i n g  a t  My Lai  ( 4 )  (pg. 3 5 ) .  He could n o t  
r e c a l l  who was t a l k i n g  about  r apes  (pg.  36) . 

d.  The w i t n e s s  s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e  b i g g e s t  pe rcen tage  
of t h e  u n i t  d i d  n o t  smoke mar i juana  (pg. 3 9 ) .  H e  d i d  n o t  
observe anyone under t h e  i n f l u e n c e  of t h a t  day m a r i j ~ ~ a n a  
and h e  d i d  n o t  t h i n k  t h a t  anyone was (pg.  3 9 ) .  
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NUMBER 

M- 2 

M- 3 

-

P-2 t c  
P- 4' 

P-6 & 
P-7 

P-8 

P-9 

P-10 

P-11 

P-16 

SUM APP T-355 

PAGES 

55 

55 

6 

4 8  

4 9 

50 

50 

50 

51 

52 

.. 
DESCRIPTION NOTES ... 

MACV Card "Nine RulesE'  
MACV Card "The Enemy i n  
Your Hands" 
A e r i a l  photo of. 
Mv Lai  ( 4 )  

PIiscel laneous Scene-

Miscel laneous Scene 

Miscel laneous Scene . 

Misce l laneous  Scene 

Miscel laneous Scene 

Misce l laneous  Scene 

Misce l laneous  Scene 

t -

j w i t  had never  s een  
b e f o r e .  
W i t  had n o t  s een  " 

b e f o r e .  
Used t o  o r i e n t  t h e  
w i t n e s s .  
W i t  i d e n t i f i e d  
l o c a t i o n  of an 
o l d  man. 

W i t  i d e n t l i i e d  
CARTER. 
W i t  l d e n t l r l e d  
CARTER and .MARTIN 
on M E D I N A ' s  r l g h t .  

W l t  i d e n t l t l e d  as 
t h e  a r e a  o f  t h e  
CARTER medevac. 

W i t  i d e n t i f i e d  
BERNHARDT on t h e  
r i g h t .  

W l t  l d e n t l t l e d  
CARTER be ing  
c a r r i e d  t o  t h e  
h e l i c o p t e r .  SGTS 
MARONEY and PHU, 
and h imse l f  w i th  
h i s  s t e e l  p o t  o f t .  

wit recognlzea  d 
house from My La i  
( 4 1  



-- 
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EXHIBITS 

EXHIBIT .+ 

NUMBER DESCRIPTION NOTES --a 

W i t  i d e n t i f i e d  LT 
P-17 Misce l l aneous  Scene 

-

P-18 	 Mi sce l l aneous  Scene 

M j  s c e l  l aneous  Scene 

P-36 Misce l l aneous  Scene 

P-41 Miscc l l anzous  Scene 

P-226 1 Annota ted  a e r i a l  pho to  

I 

MAP-4.I 	 Map 6j.9 I1 

A W X .  SGT MaroneV. 
SGT PHU, CPT MEDINA 
CBEEZZA w i t h  a n  
M - 1 6 ,  a n  e n g i n e e r  

from 

l e f t ,  MARTIN a s  the 
f o u r t h  pe r son  from 
t h e  l e f t ,  and him- 
s e l f  w i t h  h i s  
hands beh ind  h i s  
head.  
W i t  i d e n t l t i e d  
c a p t u r e d  s u s p e c t s .  
W i t  saw t h e  i t e m s  
b e i n g  burned ,  b u t  
d i d  n o t  know the 
s o l d i e r .  
W i t  r e cogn i zed  
CARTER. 

PAGES 

52,53 


5 3  

54 

5 4  
p-

1 p o i n t  4 on P-226. 54 
I
I 	W i t  marked: I 
I 1-LZ,-	 t h e  dead 

g i r l  and b o d i e s .  
2-The l o c a t i o n  o f  
CARTER. 
3-The l o c a t i o n  of  
t h e  medevac. 
4-The l o c a t i o n  of  
15- 20 b o d i e s .  
5-His l o c a t i o n  
when MEDINA 

41-43 


44 


44 


44 


46 

o r d e r e d  a c e a s e

1 f i r e .  1 
I 

) 	 O r i e n t e d  t h e  6 
w i t n e s s .  
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œ: he hear ing  reconvened a t  1335 hours ,  11 February 
1970.) 

MAJ ZYCHOWSKI: The hear ing  w i l l  come t o  o rde r .  

RCDH : The fol lowing persons a r e  p resen t :  Major ZYCHOWSKI 
and MAJ COOP. 

The next  witness  is  M r .  James H. FLYNN 

(MR FLYNN was c a l l e d  a s  a wi tness ,  and sworn, 
and t e s t i f i e d  a s  follows :) 

W i l l  you s t a t e  your f u l l  name, occupation and 
address ? 

A. James H. FLYNN, I a m  a s p r i n k l e r  i n s t a l l e r ,  Route 
1, P l a i n  View, Minnesota. 

MAJ ZYCHOWSRI: M r .  FLYNN, have you read our ~ x h i b i tM-57? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q - Do you have any ques t ions  on t h a t  e x h i b i t ?  

A. No, sir.  

Q M r .  FLYNN,  have you rece ived  a l e t t e r  from the  
m i l i t a r y  judge i n  t h e  c o u r t  m a r t i a l  case of United S t a t e s  
v. Calley o r  United S t a t e s  v. Mi tchel l?  

A. No, I haven ' t .  

Q. M r .  FLYNN, f o r  t h e  record ,  were you a member of 
t h e  Army on 16 March 1968? 

Q. What w a s  your duty assignment on t h a t  day? 

I was a forward observer  f o r  a 4.2 mortar.  

What u n i t  were you with? 

I was with C/1/20. 
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Q- And t h a t  was C/1/20 I n f a n t r y ?  

A. I w a s  a t t a c h e d  t o  them. 

Q- And a t  t h i s  t i m e ,  t hey  were a p a r t  of  Task Force 
Barker? 

A. Yes, s i r .  

Q- M r .  FLYNN, when d i d  you f i r s t  h e a r  o f  a planned 
a s s a u l t  on My L a i  ( 4 ) ?  

.A. The n i g h t  b e f o r e  we went t h e r e .  

Q- The n i g h t  b e f o r e ?  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q- Would you t e l l  u s ,  t h e  b e s t  t h a t  you can r e c a l l ,  
t h e  b r i e f i n g  t h a t  you r ece ived?  

A. Well,  t h e  n i g h t  b e f o r e  it g o t  d a r k ,  Capta in  MEDINA 
g o t  us i n  a b i g  group o u t s i d e  and h e  t o l d  us t h a t  w e  a r e  go-
i n g  t o  go i n  t h a t  My L a i  a r e a ,  My La i  (4), and we w e r e  
supposed t o  g e t  any th ing  t h a t  moved o u t  t h e r e ,  cows, ch ickens ,  
o r  anything.  

Q- You were supposed t o  do what? 

A. W e  were supposed t o  g e t  e v e r y t h i n g  t h a t  moved. 

Q e  By " g e t  e v e r y t h i n g , "  what are you r e f e r r i n g  t o  
t h e r e ?  

A. Women, c h i l d r e n ,  cows, and p i g s  and any th ing  
t h a t  was o u t  t h e r e .  

Q. What I ' m  t r y i n g  t o  g e t  a t  i s  what do you mean by 
t h e  word " g e t "  cows, p i g s ,  women, c h i l d r e n ,  e v e r y t h i n g .  

A. W e  w e r e  supposed t o  k i l l  them. 

Q Your unders tanding ,  t h e n ,  was t h a t  you w e r e  t o  
k i l l  women, c h i l d r e n ,  cows, p i g s ,  animals ,  e t  c e t e r a ?  Is 
t h a t  c o r r e c t ?  
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A. Y e s ,  s ir.  

Q I assume t h i s  b r i e f i n g  took p l a c e ,  t h e n ,  a t  LZ 
~ o t t i e ?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  

Q- Do you r e c a l l  any th ing  e l s e  about  t h i s  b r i e f i n g  
t h a t  you r e c e i v e d  from Captain  MEDINA? 

No, s ir .  

Q =  Were t h e r e  any q u e s t i o n s  t h a t  came up from t h e  
members of t h e  company w i t h  r e f e r e n c e  t o  t h i s  b r i e f i n g ?  

A.  W e l l ,  t h e r e  was a couple  of  guys t h a t  ask i f  we 
were supposed t o  g e t  young k i d s  o r  any th ing  l i k e  t h a t .  

Q. They asked t h i s  of  Captain  MEDINA? 

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q - What w a s  t h e  r e p l y ?  

A. H e  s a i d ,  "yes , "  we w e r e  suppos'ed t o  g e t  every th ing .  

Q G e t  eve ry th ing?  

A. Y e s .  

Q. Approximately how long d i d  t h i s  b r i e f i n g  l a s t ?  

A.  I would say  about  1 0  o r  15  minutes ,  a long  i n  t h e r e ,  

Q. Do you know i f  t h e r e  was a meeting of t h e  p l a toon  
l e a d e r s  and p l a toon  s e r g e a n t s  w i t h  Capta in  MEDINA p r i o r  t o  
t h e  b r i e f i n g  that Captain  MEDINA had w i t h  t h e  company o r  
a f t e r ?  

A. I wouldn ' t  know. 

Q. Did you r e c e i v e  any f u r t h e r  b r i e f i n g  by your p l a -
toon l e a d e r  o r  your p l a toon  s e r g e a n t ?  

A. No, I w a s  on my own o u t  t h e r e .  
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Q - You were on y o u r  own then'? 

A,  Y e s ,  sir, 

&. I n  o t h e r  words, after the b r i e f i n g  by Captain  
PEDINA,  you had no ath.er SrietSi.ny? 

A. N o ,  s ir .  

Q. D o  you r e c a l l  i f  there w a s  a memorial s e r v i c e  
t h a t  was he ld  sometime pri.or to t h i s  b r i e f i n g  on 15  March 19683 

A, I ' m  not  too su re  i f  t h e r e  was one. See, I had 
j u s t  come t o  LZ Dot t i e  t h e  day be fo re  t h a t ,  

Q. You had j u s t  arrived t he  day before? 

A. Yes .  

Q - When d i d  you arrive i n  country, then? 

A. December $ t h y  t h e  same time t h e  unit: go t  t h e r e .  

Q. A But you d i d  not  a c t u a l l y  become a t t ached  t o  C 
cornyjany, then,  u n t i l  t h e  1 4 t h  of March? 

A.  T h e  day before w s  went t o  My Lai ( 4 )  . 
Q . The day before, o r  2 days before? 

A, T h e  day be fo re ,  

&. The d a t e  you a c . t ~ a l l yhad the b r i e f i n g  then ,  t h e  
15th? 

A. Yes. 

Q You a c t u a l l y  join?d C Company t h e  1 5  th of March, 
the day of b r i e f i n g  and t he  day p r i o r  t o  the  opera t ion  on My 
Lai  ( 4 ) ?  

A. Yes. 

Q What would you sa-y was t h e  mood of t h e  men on the  
day of t h e  15th? 

4 
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A. Well,  t hey  were -.- 1 thought  they  were s o r t  of 
happy t o  be a b l e  t o  g e t  something t h a t  -- wel:l, t hey  had been 
l o s i n g  a l o t  of  men o u t  t h e r e ,  I gues s .  We l o s t  a r e a l  good 
s e r g e a n t  o u t  t h e r e ,  s o  I t h i n k  they  were ready t o  sor t .  of pay 
revenge f o r  t h a t .  

& W a s  this brcught o u t  duri3g Clzptzir MEDII\Sl?'s h r i  p f  -
ing?  

A. He s a i d  now they  had a chance t o  g e t  revenge.  
1 

a - He d i d  say  this i s  a chance f o r  them t o  g e t
revenge? 

A. Yes, he d i d .  

Q I n  o t h e r  words, t h e n  your f e e l i n g  was t h a t  t h i s  
was t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  f o r  t h e  company t o  g e t  back a t  t h e  VC 
for what t hey  had done t o  t h e  men of t h e  company? 

A. Yes? sir .  

Q . Can you r e c a l l  any th ing  e l s e  which may have t r a n s -
p i r e d  on t h e  day of  t h e  15 th?  

A, No, sir. 

Q.  L e t ' s  now go t o  t h e  day of t he  1 6 t h ,  t h e  day on 
which t h e  a s s a u l t  took p l a c e .  D o  you recal..l what t h e  mood 
was of t h e  men d u r i n g  t h e  l i f t ?  

A, Well ,  everybody was q u i e t  a s  I suppose any ord-
i n a r y  l i f t  would be.  

Q - Do you r e c a l l  what l i f t  you were on? 

7 I w a s  on t h e  l a s t  l i f t ,  w e l l ,  second t o  t h e  l a s t  
1jft? 

Q. ,Do you r e c a l l  who was wi th  you on t h i s  l i f t  i n  
t h e  chopper? 

A. Y ~ S .  Captain  MEDINA and h i s  R T O ' s  were on t h e r e  
wi th  him and m e .  

Q J u s t  t h e  t h r e e  of you, then?  
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A. No, t h e r e  were f o u r .  I b e l i e v e  there were about  
t h r e e  o t h e r  R T O ' s  wi th  r a d i o s  w i t h  him. 

Q , Okay. When you landed i n  My La i  ( 4 ) ,  would you
ex.:;~lainwhat took p l a c e  then?  

A. W e l l ,  we jumped of f  t h e  h e l i c o p t e r .  We g o t  down 
r i g h t  away. We d-idnqt know if anybody was shoo t ing  a t  us o r  
n o t ,  then  w e  hea rd  a11  k inds  of shoo t ing  going on i n s i d e  t h e  
wood l i n e .  W e  landed i n  a rice paddy. I n s i d e  t h e  wood l i n e ,  
t h e r e  was a l l  k ind  of f i r i n g  going on. W e  d i d n ' t  know i f  any-
body was shoo t ing  a t  u s  s o  w e  g o t  down and wai ted  u n t i l  every-
body e l s e  g o t  i n .  Then when everybody e l s e  g o t  i n ,  w e  s t a r t e d  
moving i n  towards t h e  v i l l a g e .  

Q e  A f t e r  t h i s  t ime  you were wi th  Capta in  M E D I N A  
t h e  e n t i r e  t ime? 

A. Y e s ,  I w a s  w i th  Capta in  P E D I N A  a l l  day long .  

Q . What was your job? I r e a l i z e  you were t h e  forward 
observer .  What w a s  your a s soc i . a t i on  i n  t h i s  ea se  wi th  Captain  
MEDINA? 

A,  A s  I s a i d ,  I was t h e  "four-deuce" forward obser-
v e r ,  b u t  I w a s  o u t  of range .  We c o u l d n ' t  use t h e  "four-deuce" 
a t  a l l ,  because we were o u t  of t h e i r  range.  So I had my r a d i o  
on a i r  t o  ground f requency ,  from t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  t o  t h e  ground, 
and I was a c i i n y  as one 05 h i s  R T O i s .  

Q So, you had a r a d i o  w i t h  you? 

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q. M r .  F L Y N N ,  I show you an a e r i a l  photograph of 
My La i  ( 4 )  and t h e  immediate a r e a .  This i s  e n t e r e d  i n  t h e  
record  as E x h i b i t  P-1,  and I a l s o  show you a map h e r e  which 
has a s c a l e  of 1:25,000,  and it i s  e n t e r e d  i n  t h e  r eco rd  
as  E x h i b i t  MAP-4. 

(lAJ ZYCHOWSKI o r i e n t e d  t h e  w i t n e s s  on t h e  map.) 

M r .  FLYNN, would you i n d i c a t e  on t h e  map, approx-
imate ly  where' t h e  LZ was? 

A. W e l l ,  i f  I have my d i r e c t i o n s  c o r r e c t  it w a s  
r i g h t ,  I b e l i e v e  r i g h t  around i n  t h e r e .  
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Q You mentioned t h a t  you g o t  o u t  of the  chopper and 
you took cover ,  t h a t  you d id  no t  know i f  you were being sho t  
a t  o r  no t  but  you d id  hear  f i r i n g  i n  the  v i l l a g e .  Is t h a t  
c o r r e c t ?  

A. Yes, s ir .  

Q Okay. Would you cont inue from the re?  

A .  Well, as we were going along here  we go t  up when 
the  l a s t  l i f t  come i n ,  I be l i eve  on t h i s  t r a i l  r i g h t  i n  he re ,  

Q. The t r a i l  t h a t  goes along the  southern p a r t  of 
the  v i l l a g e  of My Lai (4)? 

A. I' t h i n k  we thought we s a w  somebody with weapons 
some place .  I c a n ' t  remember i f  it was up here  o r  r i g h t  he re -
I be l i eve  a h e l i c o p t e r  c a l l e d  i n  and s a i d  somebody was over 
t h e r e  with weaFons and they had got  them. So w e  came over 
i n  he re  some p l a c e  t r y i n g  t o  f i n d  t h e  weapon. 

Q H e r e  i s  the  highway down here .  Do you r e c a l l  
going somewhere, perhaps down i n  t h i s  genera l  d i r e c t i o n ?  

A. I c a n ' t  remember. I s tayed with Captain MEDINA 
a l l  t h e  time. 

Q I n  o t h e r  words, you d o n ' t  r e c a l l  the rou te  you
took then  from t h e  time you landed a t  t h e  LZ,  a s  t o  where 
you went a t  t h a t  time? Is t h a t  c o r r e c t ?  

A, I d o n ' t  t h ink  Captain MEDINA went down t h a t  high-
way. 

Q - Well, where do you t h i n k  you d i d  go from the  LZ? 

A.  W e  s t a x t e d  going up, j u s t  checking over  and he 
was see ing  what was going an. 

Q. Do you r e c a l l  though t h a t  t h e  p i l o t  radioed i n  
about some weapons some place? 

A. Yes, sir.  

Q. But you d o n ' t  r e c a l l  where it was? 
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A. It  w a s  on the r i g h t  over here some p lace ,  because 
we went over  here  looking t o  see i f  we could f i n d  it b u t  we 
never found one. 

&. You never found .the weapon then? 

A,  No. 


SZ You are i n d i c a t i n g  on the map, then ,  t h a t  t h i s  is 

south  of t h e  v i l l a g e  of My Lai ( 4 ) .  Is t h a t  c o r r e c t ?  


PILB Yes, 


Q0 Okay. Would you cont inue from t h e r e .  


A, A s  we  g o t  up an this, I be l i eve  it was t h i s  t r a i l  

r i g h t  here ,  i f  i t ' s  a p r e t t y  wide trail --
Q o  ( In te rpos ing)  You're now i n d i c a t i n g  t h e  north- 
south t r a i l  which i s  i n  the  c e n t e r  of t h e  v i l l a g e  of My E a i  ( G I ?  

A .  Yes. There was a  b i g  p i l e  of bodies  r i g h t  i n  
here some p lace ,  I be l i eve .  And w e l l ,  a f t e r  we had done gone 
through somebody g o t  s h o t  up here .  He s h o t  himself whatever 
the d e a l  was. 

Q Do you r e c a l l  h i s  name? a 

A, No, I d i d n ' t  know h i s  name. 

Q o  
 This w a s  a man by t h e  name of CARTER, Did you 
see him --

A ,  ( In te rpos ing)  Yes, 1 used my r a d i o  t o  ca l l  i n  
f ~ ra chopper. 

Q o  
 You used your r ad io?  

A. I used my r a d i o  to c a l l  f o r  a medevac and we --
and I c a n ' t  remember e x a c t l y  what the  o rdea l  was. 

&,o Do you r e c a l l  who you c a l l e d  t o  f o r  t h i s  medevae? 

A, N o ,  I d o n ' t .  
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Q I  Were you s t i l l  on t h e  same frequency t h a t  you 
were on or d i d  you change f requencies?  

A. W e  changed f requencies .  a 

Q Did you change the  medevac frequency? 

A, Yes, I d i d ,  

Q a D i d  you make c o n t a c t  with t h e  medevac? 

A. I c a n ' t  rcnlemnber, See, Captain P E D I N A  was t a l k -
ing  on t h e  r ad io .  

Q b  H e  w a s  t a l k i n g  on the  r a d i o  t o o ,  t hen?  

A .  Yes. 

Q e  Do you r e c a l l  what he was t a l k i n g  about? Was he 
c a l l i n g  the medevac too ,  or c a l l i n g  for choppers t o  come i n ?  

A .  W e l l ,  he was c a l l i n g  f o r  a medevac off my radio .  

Q e Oh, off  your radio .  I thought you s a i d  you c a l l -
cd fsr t he  m~devac? 

A. No, he used my rad io .  

8 So Captain MEDINA a c t u a l l y  used your r a d i o  t o  c a l l  
for t h e  rnedevac? 

A. Yes. 

&. Do you r e c a l l  see ing  t h i s  chopper come i n  and pick 
up CARTBR? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q , Was it a nzedevac: chopper? 

A. I d o n ' t  t h ink  it w a s .  

Q D o  you r e c a l l  who was i n  the  chopperv whose chop-
per  it was? 
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A ,  No. I t h i n k  it was  major or sorr!ething. 

&. A major? 

A. Some of f i ce r ,  I t h i n k ,  

&- There w a s  an o f f i c e r  i n  t h e  chopper? 

A. I b e l i e v e  so,  i f  I remamber c o r r e c t l y .  

'2. Did he g e t  o u t  oP t h e  chopper? 

A. I c a n ' t  remember. 

B e  Did you know L ieu tenan t  Colonel  BARKER? 

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  

Q e  Do you know i f  he was f l y i n g  around t h e  area of  
My Lai  ( 4 ) ?  

A. Yes, he w a s .  

Q How do you know? 

A. W e l l ,  Captain  P2FDINA had been t a l k i n g  t o  him on 
the  radio. 

Q. Well, how do you k~lowhe w a s  r i g h t  over  My Llai ( 4 )  
a t  t h e  t i m e .  

A. H e  w a s  f l y i n g  around it. 

Q He w a s  f l y i n g  around i t ,  i n  t h i s  case  comun ica -
t i n g  wi th  Captain  MEDINA? 

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q e  Could it by any chance be h i s  chopper t h a t  came 
down and picked up CARTER? 

A. It could have been. 

Q. But you are not s u r e  of t h a t ?  
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A. No. 

Q. Late r  on, 1 ' 3 1  have you t r y  and t r a c e  your rou te  
as b e s t  you can r e c a l l  on t h i s  map. I'll a l s o  show you some 
photographs and ask i f  you czn recognize a n y t l ~ i n gabout these 
photographs, a s  far as  personnel ,  t e r r a i n  f e a t u r e s ,  and so 
f o r t h ,  and s e e  poss ib ly ,  i-f we can p l o t  those on the  map. 

Okay, I would l i k e  t o  go back t o  t h e  nor th  and 
south t r a i l  where you ind ica ted  you saw a group of bodies 
loca ted .  Could you expla in  t h i s  i n  a l i t t l e  more d e t a i l ?  

A, Well, a s  we were coming down, I just seen a 
group of dead bodies.  I th ink  it was back here  some place 
where w e  went t o  Look f o r  those "gooks" w i t h  weapons, W e  
were walking a h n g  t h e  t r a i l  and I remember t h e r e  was a g i r l  
t h e r e  l ay ing  along t h e  t r a i l .  She wasn ' t  dead or  anything 
she w a s  p l ay ing  l i k e  she was dead. Captain MEDINA kicked her 
basket  over ,  and I be l i eve  she had some medical supp l i e s  i n  
t h e r e .  I t h i n k  t h a t  w a s  t h e  same body. She wasn ' t  h u r t  a t  
a l l ,  

Q D i d  anything happen t o  he r?  a 

Y e s ,  she was s h o t ,  

Q- By whom? 

A. I t h i n k  it was Captain MEDINA t h a t  s h o t  her .  

Q Did you see  him a c t u a l l y  shoot  he r?  o 

A. Y e s .  

Q Were you a c t u a l l y  f ac ing  him and f a c i n g  the  g i r l  O 

when t h e  shoot ing  took p lace?  

A. I c a n ' t  remember. 

Q m  Where w a s  the l o c a t i o n  of t h i s  g i r l  i n  comparison 
t o  t h a t  of t h e  bodies  t h a t  you had observed? 

A, W e l l ,  it was back i n  here  along t h e  r i c e  paddy 
dike some place. 
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Q . A r e  you p o i n t i n g  t o  t h e  southwestern  p a r t  of the 
v i l l a g e ?  Is t h a t  c o r r e c t ?  

A. Y e s p  sir .  

Q - Then from t h e r e  you walked over  t o  t h e  nor th-south 
t r a i l  and t h i s  is  where you observed t h e  bod ie s?  

A .  Y e s ,  s i r .  

Q - Approximately how many bodies  were t h e r e ?  

A. I ' d  say t h e r e  w a s  a t  l e a s t  20, between 15 and 2 0 .  

Q . 1 5  and 20? 

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q. Do you recal l  t h e i r  ages  and sexes ,  by chance? 

A, There w a s  most ly  women and k i d s .  

Q Women and k i d s ?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  

Q. Do you know who s h o t  t h i s  group? 

No, sir. They were dead when ws got  t h e r e .  

Q . How c l o s e  w e r e  you t o  Capta in  MEDINA up t o  t h i s  
t i m e  ? 

A. W e l l ,  I w a s  u s u a l l y  about  t h e  second man behind 
him, I b e l i e v e .  

Q So you were c l o s e  t o  him, t h e n ,  when you saw 
t h e s e  bodies?  Is t h a t  c o r r e c t ?  

A. I b e l i e v e  I w a s ,  sir. 

Q o  Do you know i f  he s a w  t h e s e  bodies?  

A. Y e s ,  he d i d .  

Q. Did he make any comment about  them o r  say  anyth ing  
about  them? 
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No, sir.  

Did he ques t ion  anybody ,as t o  how they g o t  shot?  

A. No, s i r .  

Q Okay. From t h e  time you l e f t  t h e  bodies  t h e r e ,  
i s  t h i s  where you went then t o  see  CARTER, who had s h o t  him-
s e l f ?  

A.  Well, it w a s  about the  same time. 

Q- About the same time. 

A. Yes, sir. I 

(2 How long was it a f t e r  you had c a l l e d  f o r  t h e  
chopper t h a t  it came i n ?  

A. I c z n ' t  r e c a l l .  

Q. Do you r e c a l l  t h e  approximate a r e a  where t h e  chop-
per  landed? 

A. Well, it wasn ' t  t o o  f a r  o u t s i d e  t h e  t r e e  l i n e  i n  
s i c=  paddy. 

Q. Again, t h i s  is o f f  t h e  north-south t r a i l  then ,  
t h e r e ?  

Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q. A l l  r i g h t  would you cont inue? 

A.  Well, I th ink  t h i s  is t h e  t r a i l  o r  something go-
ing  r i g h t  i n  he re  o r  probably a r i c e  paddy d ike  o r  something. 
I remember t h e r e  were about f o u r  people walking as we were 
going up t h e r e .  I d o n ' t  know who it was, b u t  somebody s t a r t e d  
shoot ing a t  them. 

Do you know i f  they h i t, I them? 

No, they  d idn '  t .  

Q. I n  this case ,  they were sou theas t?  
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A. They were running away f r o m  t h e  v i l l a g e .  

Q o  V i l l a g e  of My Lai  4 )  L e t  me ask you t h i s  d i d  
Caykain P E D I N A  s e e  them shoo t ing  a t  them? 

A, H e  had t o .  

42 - Did he say anyth ing  a t  them? 

A. Y e s ,  t hey  w e r e  t o l d  t o  stop shoot ing .  

Q - H e  t o l d  t h e  men t o  s t o p  shoot ing? 

Y e s ,  s i r ,  a t  t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  group. 

Q e  Okay.e A f t e r  CARTER was evac 'd do you r e c a l l  t h e  
r o u t e  you took? 

A. Y e s ,  w e  s t a r t e d  going i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  a l i t t l e  b i t ,  

Q. You a r e  now moving i n  a n o r t h e a s t e r l y  d i r e c t i o n ?  

A. W e  went through t h e  v i l l a g e  up i n  h e r e ,  and check-
i n g  o u t  h so t ches  and s t u f f  l i k e  t h a t .  I n  one of t h e  p l a c e s  
t hey  found an o l d  man i n  t h e r e .  He was a l i v e  and eve ry th ing  
and they  were t r y i n g  t o  ask him where t h e  VC w e r e .  

0 a Who was aski.ng t h i s ?  

A.. D i f f e r e n t  people .  H e  w a s  r e a l  o l d  and a l l  c r i p -
p l ed  up and they  c o u l d n ' t  g e t  no th ing  o u t  of him, s o  t hey  
j u s t  l e t  him sit t h e r e ,  F u r t h e r  on up I can remember ge t -
t i n g  two l i t t l e  g i r l s .  They w e r e  about ,  I would s a y ,  both of  
them were between 5 and about  8 o r  9 y e a r s  o l d .  I remember 
we took them w i t h  us.  Some p l a c e  else we g o t  t o  a d i f f e r e n t  
v i l l a g e  and w e  l e f t  them o f f  w i th  some o t h e r  Vietnamese 
people .  And I remember a f t e r  w e  g o t  up t o  h e r e ,  they  d i d n ' t  
shoo t  any people  up i n  he re  a t  a l l .  

Ilo You a r e  r e f e r r i n g  now t o  t h e  e a s t e r n  p a r t  of  t h e  
v i l l a g e  of  My L a i  ( 4 )  ? 

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q I would l i k e  t o  go back a l i t t l e  b i t .  Other  t han  
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the  group of bodies  you saw on t h e  north-south t r a i l ,  d id  you 
see any o t h e r  bodies  o r  any o t h e r  shoot ings o r  k i l l i n g s  t h a t  
took p lace  i n  t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

A. I n  the  inner  p a r t  of the  v i l l a g e  arounC the  
hootches and p laces  l i k e  t h a t ,  I can remember see ing  a l o t  
of dead bodies i n  there, like families. I can r e c a l l  one 
family. There must have been a mother and f a t h e r  and t h r e e  
k ids  l y i n g  ou t  i n  f r o n t  of t h e  hootch. I can remember one 
p lace  bu t  I c a n ' t  remember where i t  was. There was a bunch 
of dead bodies  i n  t h e r e .  

Q From t h e  time you s t a r t e d  t r a v e l i n g  from the  north-
south t r a i l  i n  a n o r t h e a s t e r l y  d i r e c t i o n ,  you d i d  see  a nurn-
ber  of bodies  s c a t t e r e d  throughout t h e  a rea?  

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q. Could you es t ima te  the  number you observed along
t h i s  rou te?  

A. No, sir. I can remember going some p lace  s o r t  
of a brush h i l l .  I c a n ' t  r e c a l l  where it was. I was looking 
f o r  it bu t  I c a n ' t  r e c a l l  where it was. There was a l o t  of 
dead bodies.  You look down t h e r e  and t h e r e  a r e  a l l  kinds of 
dead bodies  l y i n g  i n  t h e r e .  

Q Now, t h i s  i s  ou t s ide  of the  v i l l a g e ?  

A. Well, I be l i eve  it was. We were going up some --
it was r i g h t  up i n  here  somewhere, I th ink .  

Q. Now, w e  can come back t o  t h a t  i n  j u s t  a minute. 
A s  you came t o  t h e  e a s t e r n  p a r t  of t h e  v i l l a g e  d i d  you take 
a break t h e r e  a t  a l l ?  

A. Yes, we broke f o r  d inner .  

Broke for dinner?  

A. Y e s ,  sir.  

Q. I ' m  t r y i n g  t o  a s s o c i a t e  t h i s  group of bodies you 
saw i n  t h e  d i t c h .  Was t h i s  a f t e r  d inner  o r  before  dinner? 

A. I t  was before  d inner .  
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!2 G Before Ilinne:~'? 

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  

Q ., The b e s t  you can r e c a l l ,  t h e n ,  it was i n s i d e  t h e  
v i l l a g e  h e r e ?  

A.  That w e  toolc the break? 

Q. No, where you saw t h i s  d i t c h  w i t h  t h e  bodies  i n  
it. 

A. Y e s ,  w e l l ,  it w a s  j u s t  off--running o u t  of  t h e  
v i l l a g e  some p l ace .  

Q . You s a w  t h i s  d i t c h  as you were walking through 
t h e  v i l l a g e  then?  

A. O n  t h e  o u t s k i r t s .  It wasn ' t  i n s i d e  t h e  v i l l a g e ,  
t h e  g u l l y  w a s n ' t  w i t h  t h e  dead bodies  i n  it. But I c a n ' t  
r e c a l l  where it w a s  o r  any th ing  on t h e  map, 

&. Okay, it was o u t s i d e  t h e  v i l l a g e ,  t hen?  

A. Y e s .  

Q. Can you r e c a l l  an approximate d i r e c t i o n  t h a t  it 
w a s  l o c a t e d  a s  you w e r e  t r a v e l i n g  through t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

A,  I b e l i e v e  it w a s  o f f  t o  t h e  r i g h t  someplace. 

Q .  A s  you were walkiny th rough ,  it was o f f  t o  your 
r i g h t  someplace? 

A. I t h i n k  it w a s .  

Q Perhaps l a t e r  on we w i l l  t r y  t o  p l a c e  t h i s  on a 
map, i f  w e  can ,  a s  we go through i t .  A t  t h a t  t i m e  you w e r e  
w i th  Captain  MEDINA, d i d  you hea r  any t r a n s m i . s ~ i o n sabout 
o r d e r s  given by him t o  s t o p  m e  k i l l i n g  o r  s t o p  t h e  shoo t ing ,  
o t h e r  t han  t h i s  one i n c i d e n t  where you mentioned you saw t h e  
three people n m n i n g  down he re?  

A,  Not u n t i l  w e  g o t  i n t o  t h e  v i l l a g e ,  because I can 
remember a f t e r  t h a t ,  he w a s  t a l k i n g  on t h e  r a d i o  t o ,  I b e l i e v e ,  
it was L ieu tenan t  CALLEY and he had t o l d  him t o  s t o p  a l l  t h e  
shoo t ing ,  and he c a l l e d  a l l  t h e  p l a toon  l e a d e r s  and t o l d  them--
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a l l  of tlie platoons--and t o l d  them t o  s t o p  shoo t ing .  

Q 0 You t h i n k  he tallced t o  L ieu tenan t  CALLEY? 

A. A l l  of t h e  p l a toons .  H e  c a l l e d  everybody and 
t o l d  tnem t o  s t o p  shoozing.  

Q .  He t o l d  t h i s  t o  them on t h e  r a d i o ,  t o  s t o p  the  
k i l l i n g  o r  s t o p  the shoo t ing .  Do you know which of t h e  two 
it was? W a s  it s t o p  t h e  k i l l i n g  o r  w a s  it s t o p  t h e  shoot ing?  

A. I t  w a s  s t o p  t h e  k i l l i n g .  

Q 0 This  was j u s t  when you had reached t h e  e a s t e r n  
p a r t  of t h e  v i l l a g e  of My La i  ( 4 ) ?  F 

A. T h a t ' s  r i g h t ,  b e f o r e  we s topped f o r  ,our lunch 
break.  

Q About what t i m e  would t h i s  be? 

A. I c o u l d n ' t  say  f o r  s u r e .  W e  u s u a l l y  broke f o r  
lunch r i g h t  around noon. 

Q m  A f t e r  he had made t h i s  t r ansmis s ion  t o  a l l  of t h e  
p l a t o o n  l e a d e r s .  Is t h a t  c o r r e c t ?  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q From t h a t  t i m e ,  what w a s  t h e  t ime l a p s e  b e f o r e  
he had a l l  t h e  p l a toon  l e a d e r s  g a t h e r  around and where he 
mentioned t h e  same t h i n g ?  

A. I c a n ' t  remember i f  he t a l k e d  t o  them dur ing  
lunch break  o r  n o t ,  b u t  t h a t  w a s  about  t h e  only  t i m e  he would 
have t a l k e d  t o  them. 

Q D o  you r e c a l l  2.11t h e  o f f i c e r s  t h a t  w e r e  c a l l e d ?  

A, No, s ir .  

Q Do you r e c a l l  t h e i r  names? 

A .  NO, sir. 

(2. Do you know L ieu tenan t  CALLEY? 

A. Y e s ,  I do. 
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Q e  
D i d  you recognize hinz t h e r e ?  

A.  No. 

Q How do you know they were the  platoon l eader s?  

A .  What do you mean? 

Q- This meeting where Captain PlEDINA t o l d  them t o  
s top  the  k i l l i n g ?  

A. H e  c a l l e d  them on t h e  r ad io .  

& Afte r  he c a l l e d  the4 on the r a d i o ,  d i d  you say he 
a l s o  c a l l e d  them t o  a meeting l a t e r  on? 

A. No. 

Q- I misunderstood you. I had the  impression t h a t  
he had c a l l e d  them on t h e  r a d i o ,  and then l a t e r  on,  he c a l l e d  
a11 of t h e  platoon l e a d e r s  together?  

a. NO, sir. 

Q . I n  o t h e r  words, he j u s t  c a l l e d  them by r a d i o ,  
then? 

A,  Yes? sir.  

Q While you were with Captain MEDINA d i d  you hear  
any t ransmissions t h a t  came t o  him from the  TOC a t  Dot t i e ,  
Task Force Barker ' s  TOC, i n  r e fe rence  t o  a body count? 

A. Yes, I be l i eve  I d id .  

Q. DO you r e c a l l  what was sa id?  

A ,  A l l  I heard was a body es t imate .  He said--well ,  
before we stopped f o r  lunch b::eak, I remembcr be s a i d  t h e r e  
w a s  300 ;  I be l i eve  it was 307,  o r  something l i k e  t h a t .  

A .  Yes. 

Q. Would you say  t h a t  t h i s  was an approximate number? 

(FLYNN) 18 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

APP T-355 



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  

Q • Do you r e c a l l  i f  Captain  MEDINA g o t  a body count  
from t h e  p l a t o o n s ?  

A. I can't recal1. 

Q .  How d i d  Captain  MEDXNA come up wi th  t h i s  f i g u r e
then?  

A. I d o n ' t  know. That  i s  what I wondered then .  

& Do you r e c a l l  any o t h e r  t r a n s m i s s i o n s  t h a t  may
have come ove r  t h e  r ad io?  P 

A. W e l l ,  I can remember onee--my r a d i o  was on the  
a i r  t o  ground f requency and I can remember, once,  a  h e l i c o p t e r  
p i l o t  c a l l e d  him up and I d i d n ' t  know what he had asked him. 
I b e l i e v e  it w a s  about  what was going on o r  something l i k e  
t h a t .  

Q A h e l i c o p t e r  p i l o t  was c a l l i n g  Captain  MEDINA? 

A. I b e l i e v e .  

Q. You d o n ' t  r e c a l l  what he s a i d ?  

A .  It w a s  something about  what was going on o r  some-
t h i n g  l i k e  t h a t ,  and Captain  PlEDINA s a i d  he d i d n ' t  know. 

Q m  You d o n ' t  r e c a l l  who t h i s  may have been? 

A. No, s i r .  W e l l ,  it was a h e l i c o p t e r ,  I know. 

&. Could it have been Colonel  BARKER? 

A .  I don 't know. 

Q . Could you have recognized  Colonel  BARKER'S vo i ce  
over  the r a d i o ?  

A. The on ly  way I would have recognized  t h a t  was 
which r a d i o  it came o f f  o f .  A l l  t h e  R T O ' s  were t o g e t h e r .  

Q. A t  t h i s '  t i m e ,  you d i d  change your f requency? 

A. To t h a t  medevac. I changed it when Capta in  MEDINA 
c a l l e d  i n  t h e  rfiedevac and t h e n  changed it back t o  t h e  o l d  f requency.  
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Q .  This frequency, then  was from the  chopper p i l o t  
t o  Captain MEDINA, then? 

A. Yes, s i r .  

Q. I n  t h i s  case, he would have had t o  be on Task 
Force Barker 's frequency? 

A. E i t h e r  t h a t  o r  gunship. 

Q. I n  o rde r  f o r  him t o  communicate wi th  Captain 
MEDINA he would have had t o  be on Captain MEDINA' s  frequency? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. D o  you r e c a l l  any o t h e r  t ransmiss ions?  

A. No, sir.  

Q. Did you hear  any o rde r s  come o u t  about s t o p  the  
burning? 

A. No, 

& - Now, l e t  m e  go back somewhat here.  A s  you were 
going with Captain MF,DINA through the  v i l l a g e ,  both the  1st 
and 2nd Platoons had al ready gone before  you.? Ts t ha t  correct? 

A. Yes, sir.  

Q. Did you s e e  any of the  h u t s  i n  t h i s  v i l l a g e  being
burned? 

A. There was q u i t e  a few being burn t .  

Q. You a l ready heard t h e  o rde r  once, where Captain 
MEDINA t o l d  t h e  p la toon l e a d e r s  t o  s t o p  the  k i l l i n g .  Did he 
a l s o  mention anything about sLop the  burning? 

A. I c a n ' t  r e c a l l .  

Q What made Captain MEDINA g ive  t h i s  o rde r  t o  s t o p  
the  k i l l i n g ?  
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A. I d o n ' t  know. 

Q Was t h e r e  any s p e c i f i c  i n c i d e n t  t h a t  occur red ,  o r  
d i d  he g e t  a r a d i o  c a l l  from someone t e l l i n g  him about  t h e s e ,  
o r  what? 

A. I c a n ' t  r e c a l l ,  s i r ,  

9 I n  o t h e r  words, t h e  only  t h i n g  you can r e c a l l ,  
t hen  w a s  j u s t  Captain  MEDINA g i v i n g  t h i s  o r d e r  over  t h e  
r a d i o  t o  t h e  p l a t o o n  l e a d e r s  t o  s t o p  t h e  k i l l i n g ?  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q You d o n s t  know what caused him t o  g i v e  t h i s  
p a r t i c u l a r  o r d e r ?  

A. No, 

Q Since  you were w i t h  him so  c l o s e ,  we would assume 
then ,  t h a t  he s a w  t h e s e  bod ie s  t o o .  Is t h a t  c o r r e c t ?  

A. Well,  he had t o .  I mean, t hey  were r i g h t  t h e r e  
i n  p l a i n  s i g h t .  

L I D  I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  yourself ail6 Captain  X C I N A  azd 
the RTO s was t h e r e  anybody else i n  t h e  command group t h a t  
you can r e c a l l  by name? 

A. You mean h i s  RTO's? 

Q- Other t h a n  h i s  R T O s s ;  o t h e r  personne l  t h a t  s t ayed  
wi th  t h e  command group. 

A.  W e l l ,  I knew t h e  medic guy. I c a n ' t  r e c a l l  h i s  
name. 

&. Do you r e c a l l  a PI0 man and a  photographer  going 
a long  on t h i s  o p e r a t i o n ?  

A.  Jay  ROBERTS, and I d i d n ' t  know t h e  o t h e r  guy. 

Q - You mentioned Jay  ROBERTS. Did you know him 
p e r s o n a l l y ?  
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A .  Yes, sir. 

Q. Was t h i s  from p a s t  a s s o c i a t i o n ?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  

Q a  Did you t a l k  t o  him a t  a l l  d u r i n g  your  r o u t e  
through t h i s  v i l l a g e ?  

A. Y e s ,  I b e l i e v e ,  I d i d .  

Q 0 
Was t h e r e  any conve r sa t ion  brought  up about  t h e  

number of bod ie s  o r  number of k i l l i n g s  t h a t  you had observed? 

A. I b e l i e v e  I was by him t h a t  I was asked i f  we 
always d i d  t h a t  when w e  went through t h e  v i l l a g e s ,  and I t o l d  
him I d i d n ' t  know because I had j u s t  g o t  t h e r e  t h e  day b e f o r e .  
I b e l i e v e  I on ly  t a l k e d  t o  him once t h a t  I can remember, 

' 

because he l e f t  about  noon o r  a l i t t l e  b i t  be fo re .  

Q .. Did he s t a y  wi th  you throughout  your e n t i r e  r o u t e  
through t h e  v i l l a g e  o r  d i d  he move i n  ano the r  d i r e c t i o n ?  
Did he accompany you th roughout  t h e  e n t i r e  t r i p  w i th  Capta in  
MEDINA's command group o r  d i d  he go on h i s  own? 

A. I b e l i e v e  he went on h i s  own, s i r .  

Q . Other  t han  t h i s  P I 0  man, t h i s  photographer  t h a t  
accompanied ROBERTS, do you r e c a l l  anyone e l s e  t h a t  may have 
been t a k i n g  p i c t u r e s  t h e r e  i n  My L a i  ( 4 ) ?  

A. No, sir.  

Q. Anybody else t h a t  you can r e c a l l  t h a t  had a camera? 

A. No, sir. 

Q A f t e r  you a t e  lunch  t h e r e  i n  t h e  e a s t e r n  p a r t  of 
t h e  v i l l a g e  of  My L a i  ( 4 ) ,  do you r e c a l l  what your a c t i o n s  
were from t h e r e ?  

I remember we had those  two l i t t l e  g i r l s  wi th  us  

APP T-355 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

and we s t a r t e d  swe,eping on through t h i s  r i c e  paddy a rea  r i g h t  
i n  here .  Where i s  t h e  P i n k v i l l e  a r e a  on here? 

Q. Well, it i s  a c t u a l l y  loca ted  over  here  f u r t h e r .  
The map over t h e r e  zauld show ycx a b e t t e r  ~ i c t u r e -

A. I b e l i e v e  we come through here  ( i n d i c a t i n g  on 
~ x h i b i tMAP-4)  . 
Q What do you r e c a l l  about t h a t  day, t h a t  af ternoon? 

A. Well, I remember we g o t  i n  one of the  v i l l a g e s  and 
t h e r e  was a lady t h e r e .  She had a young son, holding it i n  
he r  arms and she was jabbering about something. I d i d n ' t  
know what she was t a l k i n g  about o r  anything. Captain MEDINA 
t o l d  t h e  i n t e r p r e t e r  t o  t e l l  h e r  t o  go down the  highway o r  
some p lace  down t h e r e  and go towards--I d o n ' t  know i f  it was 
Quang Ngai o r  what. 

Q. You d o n ' t  know what she was t a l k i n g  about? 

A. No. 

Q That n i g h t  you laagered  i n  near  a  cemetery. Do 
you r e c a l l  t h i s ?  

A. Yes, r i g h t  i n s i d e  t h e  cemetery. 

Did C/1/20 marry up, with Bravo Company? 

A. Bravo Company was down ac ross  the  r i c e  paddy, 
sweeping way down a c r o s s ,  and we were going through 
t h e  v i l l a g e s  and s t u f f .  

Q I a m  r e f e r r i n g  now, t o  t h e  evening of the  
16th.  Did you marry up with Bravo Company? 

A. I d o n ' t  t h i n k  we d i d .  

a - 1s t h e r e  anything t h a t  took p lace  t h a t  evening 
t h a t  you can r e c a l l ?  

A. Well, I can remember t h a t  we--well, we saw some 
Vietnamese. Must have been 500 meters away o r  something l i k e  
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t h a t .  1 remember t hey  took t h e  machingun o u t  t h e r e  and 
t r i e d  t o  shoo t  a t  them, b u t  they d i d n ' t  g e t  them. 

Q - From t h e  t ime you l e f t  My Lai (4), u n t i l  you 
l aage red  i n  f o r  t h e  n i g h t  w a s  t h e r e  any more shoo t ing  o r  
burning of v i l l a g e s  o r  h u t s ?  

A. I c o u l d n ' t  say  f o r  s u r e .  

Q. On t h e  evening of t h e  1 6 t h  do you r e c a l l  s e e i n g  
any Nat iona l  Policemen t h e r e ?  

A. Y e s .  

Q , DO you know i f  t h e  company had cap tu red  any
suspec ted  VC o r  NVA? 

A. Y e s ,  they  had. 

Q Did you s e e  t h e  Nat iona l  P o l i c e  i n t e r r o g a t i n g
t h e  p r i s o n e r s ?  

A. Y e s .  

Q Did you see anyth ing  t r a n s p i r e ,  a s  t o  how they  
w e r e  t r e a t i n g  them o r  anyth ing  e l s e  of t h i s  n a t u r e ?  

W e l l ,  t h ey  t r e a t e d  ths; p r e t t y  rough. 

Q - Was t h e r e  an American o f f i c e r  wi th  them a t  t h i s  
t ime? 

A. Yes. 

Q. D o  you know who he was? 

A.  No, sir. 

Q Could you d e s c r i b e  him? 

No, s i r ,  I c o u l d n ' t .  

Q. Did you s e e  him do anything? 
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A. Well ,  I d o n ' t  know i f  it was him, b u t  I remember 
s ee ing  somebody i n t e r r o g a t i n g  one guy. W e l l ,  I was s t and ing  
t h e r e  watching him and they  cut one guy ' s  e a r  o r  c u t  h i s  
neck o r  something and I ;emember s e e i n g  them chop one of 
h t s  f i n g e r s  o f f .  

Q - Who was doing  t h i s ?  

A. I d o n ' t  know. 

Q You don' t r e c a l l  who did. t h e  chopping o r  t h e  
c u t t i n g  of  t h e  ear o r  neck,  then? 

A. No, sir. It w a s  an American. 

Q 0 Pardon. 

A ,  It w a s n ' t  a Na t iona l  P o l i c e  o r  any th ing .  

Q I t  w a s  n o t  t h e  Na t iona l  P o l i c e ?  

A. No, it was an American. 

Q a It was an American? 

A. Yes, s i r .  

Q . D o  you r e c a l l  what rank he may have been? 

A. No, s i r .  

Q. How c l o s e  were you t o  t h e  scene? 

A. Between 5 and 10 f e e t .  

Q. And you d o n ' t  r e c a l l  who it was? 

A. No, s ir .  

Q. Had you seen him be fo re?  

A. N o ,  s i r .  

Q. Do you know what happened t o  t h e s e  p r i s o n e r e s  
after t h a t ?  
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A. Well, they were sho t .  

Q They were sho t?  

A, I be l i eve .  

Shot by whom? 

A. I th ink  it was by t h e  National Po l i ce ,  
but  I c a n ' t  say ,  because I know the  National Po l i ce  took them 
behind some t r e e s  and s t u f f ,  took them of f  a ways from where 
we were. 

A t  t h i s  t ime was it dark o r  l i g h t ?  

A. I t  was s t i l l  l i g h t ,  

Q Do you know approximately, how many of these  
p r i soners  were sho t?  

A. A l l  bu t  one of them. 

Q A l l  bu t  one. Well, how many is  a l l ?  

A. I be l i eve  t h e r e  was 1 0  of them t h e r e  t o  s t a r t  
with.  

A. I th ink  so ,  i f  I can remember. There was one t h a t  
s a i d  he was something l i k e  a preacher  o r  something l i k e  t h a t .  

Q. O n  the  day of the  16 th ,  now, do you r e c a l l  i f  t he  
company was v i s i t e d  by anybody from Task Force Barker, the  
br igade ,  o r  the  d i v i s i o n ?  

A. Well, yes ,  some o f f i c e r s  came down. 

Q This was on t h e  1 6 t h ,  now? 

A. Yes, s ir ,  I be l i eve .  

Q. Was t h i s  i n  t h e  morning o r  af ternoon? 
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A .  It w a s  i n  t h e  a f t e rnoon .  

Q - I n  t h e  a f t e rnoon?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  

Q . Where was t h e  company l o c a t e d  then?  Was it j u s t
o u t s i d e  of My La i  ( 4 )  , o r  were you nea r  t h e  l a a g e r  a r e a ,  o r  
where? 

A- It w a s  c l o s e r  t o  some v i l l a g e ,  I t  was n e a r e r  t h e  
l a a g e r  a r e a  t han  it w a s  t o  My La i  ( 4 ) .  

Q o  
 Nearer t o  ti?e Lager a r e a ?  

A. Y e s ,  sir.  


Q - Do you r e c a l l  who t h i s  may have been? 


A.  NO, s i r ,  


Q- Could you d e s c r i b e  what took p l a c e ?  


A. W e l l ,  we  had taken  a break about  mid-afternoon,  
and a long  t h e  way they  picked up a bunch of p r i s o n e r s .  

Who i s  " they"?  

A. I d o n ' t  know where they  came from. 

Q. The company had p r i s o n e r s ?  

A .  Yes. And we m e t  up w i t h  a  d i f f e r e n t  u n i t ,  1 
b e l i e v e  it w a s  from B Company from some o t h e r  u n i t .  

A .  Y e s ,  s i r .  And then  we w e r e  r i g h t  o u t s i d e  of some 
l i t t l e  v i l l a g e  o r  some p l c , ~ eand, w e l l ,  we  \ ' e re  s t and ing  
t h e r e ;  we w e r e  t a k i n g  a  long  break ,  and a t  that t ime they were 
i n t e r r o g a t i n g  t h o s e  p r i s o n e r e s .  I saw one. He was an o f f i c e r ,  
I know, t h e  guy t h a t  was i n t e r r o g a t i n g  one and had a k n i f e  by 
h i s  e a r ,  up i n  h e r e  ( p o i n t i n g  t o  h i s  e a r )  and was t r y i n g  t o  
g e t  s t u f f  o u t  of them. I remember he p u t  h i s  f i n g e r  over  a  
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p iece  of board and took a k n i f e  and chopped i t  o f f .  

Q. The American o f f i c e r  d id  t h i s ?  

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. And you say t h a t  you d o n ' t  r e c a l l  who t h i s  
o f f i c e r  was? 

A. No, I d o n ' t ,  sir.  

Q. What I was r e f e r r i n g  t o  p r i o r  t o  t h i s  chopper 
t h a t  came down when you were v i s i t e d  by somebody from Task 
Force Barker o r  the  br igade o r  t h e  d i v i s i o n .  I wanted you 
t o  r e l a t e  what happened t h e r e .  What could you r e c a l l  about 
t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  chopper coming down? Would you desc r ibe  
the  rank of the  person o r  who he was? 

A. I wouldn't  know. He was e i t h e r  a major of a 
colonel .  

c2. Major o r  a co lone l ,  o r  a  major o r  a l i e u t e n a n t  
colonel?  

A. L ieutenant  co lonel .  

Q a You d o n ' t  know who it was, then? 

A. N o ,  sir .  

Q- What d i d  they do; t a l k  t o  Captain MEDINA, o r  what? 

A. I c a n ' t  say f o r  su re .  

Q And you say t h i s  happened from the  time you l e f t  
My Lai ( 4 )  and before  you go t  t o  the  l aager  a r e a  f o r  the  n i g h t  
when t h e i r  chopper landed? Is t h a t  c o r r e c t ?  

A. Yes, sir.  

Q Did t h e  chopper s t a y  on the ground or  d i d  i t  
take o f f ?  

A. Stayed on t h e  ground, I be l i eve .  
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Q - Was it j u s t  one o f f i c e r  t h a t  g o t  o f f ?  

A. I c a n ' t  say.  

Q a How f a r  away were you from the  chopper? 

A .  Maybe 50 meters .  

A .  Y e s ,  s i r .  

Q. You d o n ' t  r e c a l l  any th ing  e l s e ?  

A. No, s ir .  They brought  i n  a bunch of Nat iona l  
P o l i c e .  I c a n ' t  say  i f  any of  them came on t h a t  same chopper. 
I know they  brought  i n  a bunch b u t  I c a n ' t  s ay  how many t h e r e  
were, e i t h e r .  

Q- This  chopper t h a t  brought  t h e  major o r  l i e u t e n a n t  
c o l o n e l  i n  a l s o  brought  some Nat iona l  P o l i c e  i n  w i t h  them? 

A. I c a n ' t  remember i f  it w a s  t h a t  same chopper o r  
no t .  

Q. Eut  ysu d o n ' t  r e c a l l  or recognize  m y  ~fficer 
from Task Force Barker ,  b r i g a d e ,  o r  d i v i s i o n  t h a t  may have 
landed a t  this t ime? 

A. No, sir.  

Q t  Okay. W e  know t h a t  from o t h e r  tes t imony t h a t  t h e  
company then  moved down sou th  t o  t h e  r i v e r  and then  you more 
or  less came back on up and t h a t  you were t h e n  e x t r a c t e d  on 
t h e  1 8 t h  of March. Do you r e c a l l  t h i s ?  

A. I t h i n k  I do.  

Q. Do you know where you were e x t r a c t e d  t o ?  D i d  you 
go back t o  D o t t i e ?  

A. I c a n ' t  say f o r  s u r e ,  s i r .  

Q- Before  you l e f t  d i d  Captain. MEDINA o r  anybody 
e l s e  have a t a l k  w i th  you about  what occur red  a t  My La i  ( 4 ) ?  
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A. NO,  sir. 

Q Nobody t o l d  you anything abou-t i t ?  

A.  I d o n ' t  remember i f  it was o u t  t h e r e  t h a t  I w a s  
t o l d  o r  n o t ,  b u t  Captain  -WDINA t o l d  us t h a t  t hey  were having 
a b r igade  i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  

Q a Going t o  have a b r igade  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ?  

A. Something l i k e  t h a t ,  An i n v e s t i g a t i o n  about  wha.t 
happened and he t o l d  us  n o t  t o  say anyth ing  about  what hap-
pened and t h a t  he was t h e  only  one t h a t  should t a l k  about  it. 

Q He w a s  what? 

A. I b e l i e v e  he s a i d  he would t a l k  about  it. 

Q H e  would t a l k  about it b u t  f o r  t he  r e s t  of  you 
n o t  t o  t a l k  about  i t ?  

A. Yes, s i r .  

Q - Did he i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  i n  t he  e v e n t  you were ques-
t i o n e d  by someone t h a t  you were --
A, ( ~ n t e r p o s i n g )  Yes, sir .  

Q .  How d i d  you unders tand t h i s ?  What was your i n t e r -
p r e t a t i o n  of what he t o l d  you? L e t ' s  say t h a t  i f  t h e  i n v e s t i -
g a t i n g  o f f i c e r  o r  some o f f i c e r  came t o  you and ask you what 
t r a n s p i r e d ,  what was your unders tanding? What were you t o  say? 

A. I c a n ' t  remember, s ir .  

9 .  Was it your impress ion ,  t hen ,  t h a t  you were n o t  
t o  say  anyth ing  o r  --
A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Yes, s i r .  

Q.  Only t h a t  Captain  MEDINA himself  was t o  do t h e  
t a l k i n g ?  

A. Yes, sir.  

Q. Now do you r e c a l l  i f  t h i s  happened b e f o r e  you were 
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e x t r a c t e d  from t h e r e  o r  a f t e r ?  

A. I c a n ' t  s ay ,  sir. 

Q - When you a r r i v e d - - i n d i c a t i o n s  a r e  t h a t  you a r r i v e d  
back a t  L Z  D o t t i e ,  was I7mr chopper met by zny ~ f f i c e rt h e r e ?  

A. I c a n ' t  remember, sir. 

Q You c a n ' t  r e c a l l  i f  any o f f i c e r  t a l k e d  t o  you and 
asked you what a c t i o n s  took p l a c e  a t  My L a i  ( 4 ) ?  

A. Nobody asked me about  it. 

Q. You d o n ' t  r e c a l l  any o f f i c e r s  meeting you o u t  a t  
t he  pad and q u e s t i o n i n g  anybody as t o  what t hey  s a w  a t  My La i  
( 4 )  o r  what happened t h e r e ?  

A. No, s ir .  

Q This  b r i e f i n g  t h a t  Captain  MEDINA gave you, you
d o n ' t  know i f  it took p l a c e  p r i o r  t o  your be ing  e x t r a c t e d  on 
t h e  1 8 t h  o r  i f  it took p l a c e  a t  LZ D o t t i e  a f t e r  you a r r i v e d  
t h e r e ?  

A. I c a n ' t  x e c a l l ,  sir.  

Q Your unders tanding  t h e n ,  was t h a t  you w e r e  no t  
t o  d i s c u s s  t h i s  w i t h  anyone? 

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q. L e t  me j u s t  ask you t h e n ,  assuming t h a t  you were 
ques t ioned  by some o f f i c e r  about  what took p l a c e  a t  My Lai 
( 4 ) ,  what would your answer have been? 

A. W e l l ,  I d o n ' t  know what I would have s a i d .  

Q W e l l ,  what w a s  your unders tanding?  This  i s  what 
I ' m  t r y i n g  t o  draw o u t  of you? 

A. I probably would have j u s t  answered q u e s t i o n s .  
I wouldn? have come o u t  and s a i d ,  you know.... 

Q. You wouldn ' t  have t o l d  them what took p l a c e  t h e r e  
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i n  My L a i  ( 4 )  ? 

A. Well ,  i f  I would have had t o  answer q u e s t i o n s  
b~?.:-.I wouldn ' t  come o u t  and t e l l  them. 

Q I n  o t h e r  words, you would have answered t h e  
q u e s t i o n s  i f  t hey  were asked of you, b u t  you wouldn ' t  have 
vo lun teered?  Is this c o r r e c t ?  

A. Yes. 

Q I ' m  going t o  ask you a number of g e n e r a l  ques-
t i o n s .  A l o t  t h e s e  are s t : r i c t l y  op in ion  type  q u e s t i o n s  and 
it w i l l  a c t u a l l y  c a l l  for your op in ion .  What k ind  of an o f -
f i c e r  was Capta in  MEDIMA? 

A. He was p r e t t y  s t r i c t .  

S t r i c t ?  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  Well ,  I thought  he knew h i s  job r e a l  
w e l l  and eve ry th ing .  

Q - W e  have heard  t h i s  from a number of w i t n e s s e s  who 
i n d i c a t e d  t h e  same t h i n g .  H e  was s t r i c t ,  b u t  y e t ,  he knew 
h i s  job q u i t e  w e l l .  Anything e l s e  t h a t  you can r e l a t e  about  
Captain  MEDINA? 

A. No, n o t  r e a l l y .  

Q Would you say  t h a t  he had c o n t r o l  of t h e  company 
du r ing  M y  L a i  ( 4 )  ? 

A. Y e s ,  I t h i n k  he d i d .  

Q If he had c o n t r o l  of  t h e  company, t h e n  what 
would you say was t h e  reason  why s o  many women and c h i l d r e n  were 
k i l l e d ?  

A. Well ,  t h e y  were t o l d  t h e  n i g h t  b e f o r e  t o  shoot  
them a l l .  And I donst t h i n k  t h e r e  was any a t t e m p t  t o  s t o p  
t h a t  u n t i l  around noon someplace. 

Q. Did you h e a r  anyth ing  a t  a l l  about  any k i l l i n g s  
t h a t  may have taken  p l a c e  down i n  Co Lay ( 2 ) ?  I am now 

(FLYNN) JL. 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

APP T-355 



. FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

r e f e r r i n g  t o  t h a t  of B Company's o p e r a t i o n s ?  

A. No. 

Q W e  had some tes t imony where some people  thought
someihing accurred down i n  B Compaay ' s  &Lea ~f operakion 
o r  perhaps t h a t  when t h e  companies g o t  t o g e t h e r ,  some i n f o r -
mation may have been exchanged between t h e  personne l  and s o  
f o r t h ,  b u t  you d i d n ' t  hear  any th ing?  

A .  No, sir. 

Q Now, t h i s  i n c i d e n t  was n o t  r e p o r t e d  t o  t h e  Depart-
ment of  t h e  Army u n t i l  sametime ago and it w a s  n o t  known t o  
t h e  p u b l i c  f o r  sometime. Could you g i v e  a r ea son  why it was 
n o t  r e p o r t e d  b e f o r e  t h i s ?  

A .  Well,  probably everybody wanted t o  f o r g e t  ahout 
it, I would t h i n k .  

Q What was t h e  a t t i t u d e  of t h e  men when they a r r i v e d  
back a t  LZ D o t t i e  a f t e r  t h i s  o p e r a t i o n ?  Did they  t a l k  about  
i t ?  Was t h e r e  a d i s c u s s i o n  o f  any type?  

A .  No, s i r ,  I c a n ' t  r e c a l l .  

Q. I n  o t h e r  words, d i d  you- ta1.k t o  anybody about  it 
a f t e r  you g o t  back? 

A. No. 

Q The s u b j e c t  was j u s t  dropped complete ly?  

A. W e l l ,  guys t a l k e d  about  it, y e s ,  b u t  --
Q. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Well ,  t h a t ' s  what I w a s  r e f  e r r i n g  
t o .  What w a s  d i s c u s s e d ,  b a s i c a l l y ?  Do you r e c a l l ?  

A. I c a n ' t  s ay  for s u r e ,  sir.  

Q- To your knowledge w a s  t h e r e  an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  of 
My' L a i  ( 4 )  ? 

A. You mean b r igade  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ?  
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Q u  
 Any type  of i n v e s t i g a t i o n ?  

A ,  Right  a f t e r  it happened? The on ly  t h i n g  I heard  
about it was when Captain  MEDINA t o l d  u s  n o t  t o  s a y  anyth ing  
about it a t  a l l  and t h a t ' s  a l l  I heard  about  it u n t i l  t h i s  
he re  came up. 

Q . Again, t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  t h a t  Captain  MEDINA was 
r e f e r r i n g  t o ,  d i d  you say  he mentioned t h a t  t h i s  w a s  a b r igade  
i n v e s t i g a t i o n  be ing  conducted? 

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  

Q. Were you ques t ioned  by anyone? 

Q. Other  t han  what Capta in  MEDINA t o l d  you,  n o t  t o  
t a l k  about  it, d i d  anybody else t e l l  you t o  keep q u i e t  
about  i t ?  

A. NO, sir.  

Q. What was t h e  a t t i t u d e  of t h e  men i n  C Company 
toward t h e  Vietnamese personne l?  

A. I t  w a s  a p r e t t y  shrewd a t t i t u d e .  

Q. What do you mean? 

A. You mean how they l i k e d  them? 

Q. Yes. 

A. They d i d n ' t .  

Q. They d i d n ' t  l i k e  them? 

A. No, sir. 

Q. Would you e l a b o r a t e  on t h a t ,  a l i t t l e  b i t ?  This  
i s  an op in ion ,  I r e a l i z e .  

A. Well,  t hey  j u s t  d i d n ' t  l i k e  them. 

Q. W e l l ,  do  you r e c a l l  any d i s c u s s i o n s  o r  a c t i o n s  
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toward t h e  Vietnamese personne l?  

A. Well, they  were p r e t t y  rough on them. 

Q In .  what way? 

A.  W e l l ,  I j u s t  know t h e r e  was a l o t  of r ap ing  going 
on i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  when they  went o u t  and s t u f f  l i k e  t h a t .  I 
can recall  t h a t  i n  t h a t  one down i n  P in .kv i l l e ,  I b e l i e v e  it 
was, we  cap tu red  t h i s  one o f f i c e r  and nurse  and one o t h e r  guy, 
I b e l i e v e  it w a s ,  and they  picked on him q u i t e  a b i t .  

Q Was t h i s  on t h e  day fo l lowing  t h e  My L a i  o p e r a t i o n ,
t h e  17 th ,  o r  was t h i s  ano the r  o p e r a t i o n  t h a t  you are t a l k i n g  
about?  

A. No, it was t h e  same o p e r a t i o n .  

Q. What do you mean they  picked on them? 

A. W e l l ,  t h ey  p u t  c i g a r e t t e  b u t t s  i n  t h e  e l a s t i c  of 
t h e i r  pan t s  and s t u f f  l i k e  t h a t  and t h e  Vietnamese had t h e i r  
hands t i e d .  

Q Who w a s  doing t h i s ?  

A. Well ,  I c o u l d n ' t  say f o r  s u r e .  

a .  You say  you saw them p u t  c i g a r e t t e  b u t t s  i n  t h e  
rubber  by t h e i r  t r o u s e r s ?  

A. Y e s  ,sir. 

a =  You mentioned a  rape  a whi le  ago. Was t h e r e  any
r a p i n g  done a t  My La i  (4)? 

A. I d o n ' t  t h i n k  so;  n o t  t h a t  I heard  of anyway. 

Q. But you d i d  hea r  of r apes  p r i o r  t o  t h i s ?  

A.  O h ,  yes .  

Q. Did you s e e  any r apes?  

A. No. 
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Q. J u s t  t a l k  arnong t l ze  men? 

A,  Y e s .  

Q = D o  you kno~,<vfno was t a l k i n g  about  i t ?  

A, No, n o t  r e a l l y .  

Q. So i n  o t h e r  words, you d o n ' t  know who w a s  doing
the  r ap ing  or anyth ing  e l s e ;  t h a t  it was j u s t  t a l k  among t h e  
men? 

A,  Yes, sir.  

Q I n  o t h e r  words, one G I  wouldn ' t  t e l l  ano the r  t h a t  
he raped somebody? 

A. No, s i r .  

Q .  But j u s t  t h e  t a l k  t h a t  r a p e s  w e r e  t a k i n g  p l ace?  

A. Yes, sir.  

. Q. D o  you know i f  t h i s  was r e p o r t e d  a t  all t o  Captain  
MEDINA a t  anyt ime,  about  t h e  rapes?  

A. I d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  s o ,  sir.  

&. What was h i s  f e e l i n g s  about  r apes?  

A, W e l l ,  I wouldn ' t  r e a l l y  know. 

& Why do you t h i n k ,  i n  your op in ion ,  t h e  shoo t ings  
and s o  f o r t h  and eve ry th ing  t h a t  t r a n s p i r e d  i n  My L a i  ( 4 )  
a c t u a l l y  occur red?  

A. Why they  d i d ?  

Q Y e s .  

A. W e l l ,  w e  were t o l d  t h a t  they  had r e c e i v e d  i n f o r -
mation t h a t  it was a VC v i l l a g e .  

Q And? 
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A. W e l l ,  I guess they had guys l o s t  i n  t h e r e  q u i t e  
a b i t ,  and t h i s  Sergeant  COX I know, I t h i n k  it was t h a t  
v i l l a g e ,  he w a s  around t h e r e  and around P i n k v i l l e ,  and he g o t  
k i l l e d  t h e r e  and t h e r e  was some p r e t t y  popula r  p e ~ p l ei n  our  
company t h a t  were k i l l e d  tha . t  n i g h t .  Probably j u s t  f e e l i n g s
abo-u.l; .thaLi a r e a .  

Q I n  o t h e r  words, t h e  in format ion  t h a t  you had re-
ce ived ,  t h a t  t h i s  was a VC or  NVA a r e a ?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r ,  

Q . The f a c t  tha , t  some of  t h e  men had been k i l l e d  
p r i o r  t o  this time? 

A. Well,  I wouldn ' t  say t h a t ' s  why it took p l a c e  o r  
any th ing  b u t  it would be e a s i e r  f o r  t h e  men t o  do it t h e n ,  
I would t h i n k .  

Q a I n  your op in ion ,  why do you t h i n k  it happened? 

A. W e  were o rde red  t o  do it. 

Q .  Pardon? 

A. W e  were o rde red  t o  do it. 

Q .  Again, this i s  based on t h e  o r d e r  t h a t  Captain 
MEDINA gave you, t h a t  women, c h i l d r e n ,  cows, ch i ckens ,  and 
p i g s  and s o  f o r t h  were t o  be k i l l e d ?  

A. Y e s .  

Q. You d e f i n i t e l y  d i d  hea r  Captain  MEDINA say t h a t ,  
e s p e c i a l l y  about  t h e  women and c h i l d r e n  t o  be k i l l e d ?  

A. Y e s .  

Q .  I f  I recall,  I asked you t h i s  q u e s t i o n  p r e v i o u s l y ;  
t h i s  w a s  a q u e s t i o n  t h a t  w a s  asked him. 

A. I b e l i e v e  it w a s ,  t h e  n i g h t  b e f o r e  w e  went on 
the a s s a u l t .  

Q- The n i g h t  of the  1 5 t h  a t  t h e  b r i e f i n g ,  then?  
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A. Y e s .  

Q . You th ink  somebody d id  aslc him -- a b o u t  women 
and ch i ld ren?  

A, I th ink  so. 

Q. If t h i s  included women and ch i ld ren?  You th ink  
it was asked, and h i s  r ep ly  was, yes  it d i d  inc lude  them? 

A. Yes. H e  j u s t  s a i d  everything and i n  t h e  b r i e f -
ing  he s a i d  men, women, .and c h i l d r e n ,  

8 . Did he i n d i c a t e  where he go t  h i s  o rde r s  from 
or were h i s  o rde r s  from h i s  super io r s?  

A. W e l l ,  he s a i d  it come down from i n t e l l i g e n c e  t h a t  
it was a VC v i l l a g e  ,and who were we t o  ques t ion  i t ?  

&. What d i d  you th ink  about t h i s  when the  ques t ion  
was asked, d i d  t h i s  inc lude  women and ch i ld ren?  What was your 
f e e l i n g  about t h i s  ? 

A. Well, we f e l t  it was a complete VC v i l l a g e .  They 
were holding up enemy i n  t h e r e .  

Q. J u s t  because t h i s  w a s  supposed t o  be a VC v i l l a g e
do you th ink  t h a t  t h e  women and ch i ld ren  should have been 
k i l l e d ?  

A .  Well, t h e  way I looked a t  it we were ordered t o  
do it. 

Q. Well, you.mentioned t h a t  you d o n ' t  r e c a l l  rece iv-
ing  any f i r e .  These people t h a t  you saw lay ing  dead, women 
and ch i ld ren ,  were they armed? 

A. No, no t  unless  somebody go t  the  weapons from them 
before  w e  go t  t h e r e .  

Q I n  o t h e r  words then ,  the  f a c t  t h a t  women and 
ch i ld ren  were k i l l e d  r e a l l y  d i d n ' t  phase you t h a t  much, then? 

A. No, no t  r e a l l y .  
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Q I n  o t h e r  words, your f e e l i n g  was t h i s  i s  a VC 
v i l l a g e  and t h e s e  were VC women and c h i l d r e n  i n  t h a t  v i l l a g e ?  

A.  Yes, s ir .  

Q The x e w s p a ~ e r chay? i n d i c a t e 3  tc sone extent that 
t h e r e  may have been a mar i juana  problem i n  t h e  company, o r  
ano the r  name f o r  mari juana would be t h a t  of p o t .  What is  'your 
op in ion  of t h i s ?  Was t h e r e  a problem? 

A. W e l l ,  t h e  b i g g e s t  percen tage  d i d n ' t  smoke it t h a t  
I could s e e .  

Q You say  t1:s b i g g e s t  percen tage  d i d n e t  smoke i t ?  

I d o n ' t  thinlc s o .  

Q. From your  obse rva t ions  of t h e  1 6 t h ,  would you say  
t h a t  anybody was under t h e  i n f l u e n c e  of mar i juana?  

A. No. 

Q.  Did you observe a t  any tirne anyone be ing  under 
t h e  i n f l u e n c e  of mari juana? 

A.  You mean t h a t  day? 

Q. Y e s .  

A,  That day ,  no. 

Q . G e t t i n g  back t o  My La i  ( 4 ) ,  you mentioned t h a t  
Colonel  BARKER w a s  f l y i n g  ove r  t h e  a r e a  and he w a s  communicat-
i n g  w i t h  Capta in  J.WDINA. What w a s  t h e  a l t i t u d e  of  t h i s  p lane? 
Was he h i g h ,  w a s  he low, o r  what? Do you r e c a l l ?  

A. H e  w a s n ' t  r e a l l y  h igh  and,  w e l l ,  he w a s n ' t  r e a l l y  
low e i t h e r .  

Q.  D o  you r e c a l l  him making any low p a s s e s  over  t h e  
v i l l a g e ?  

A. I b e l i e v e  it was him t h a t  d i d .  

Q But y o u ' r e  n o t  s u r e ,  t hen?  
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A. No, sir. 

Q .  You d o n ' t  r e c a l l  whether a chopper may have come 
i n  low and t h e n  a r a d i o  t r ansmis s ion  from the chopper t o  Captain  
MEDINA? 

A. No. 

Q. M r .  FLYNN,  I have asked you a  number of  q u e s t i o n s .  
Is  t h e r e  anyth ing  e l s e  t h a t  you can r e c a l l  from M y  Lai  ( 4 )  o r  
any th ing  t h a t  w e  h a v e n ' t  d i s cus sed  and comes t o  mind? 

A. No, I d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  so .  

Q. Okay, t h e  h e a r i n g  w i l l  r e c e s s .  

(The h e a r i n g  r eces sed  a t  1455 hour s ,  11 February 
1970. ) 

(The h e a r i n g  reconvened a t  1505 h o u r s ,  11 February 
1970.) 

MAJ ZYCHOWSKI: The h e a r i n g  w i l l  come t o  o r d e r .  MAJ ZYCHOWSKI 
is  p r e s e n t .  

M r .  FLYNN, t h i s  p o r t i o n  of t he  i n t e r v i e w  w i l l  be 
d e a l i n g  w i t h  t h e  aerial photograph on which we' l l  t r y  t o  p l o t  
the route t h a t  you took th rough  t h e  v i l l a ~ e  of My La i  ( 4 1 ,  I 
w i l l  have you look a t  some photographs and see i f  you can iden-
t i f y  o r  r ecogn ize  anyth ing  on t h e s e  photographs and p o s s i b l y  
p l o t  them on t h i s  map, b e f o r e  you i s  t h e  a e r i a l  phctograph 
of My La i  ( 4 )  and i t s  surrounding a r e a .  Going back t o  t h e  
16 th  of March, 1968, would you i n d i c a t e d  on t h i s  map t h e  
approximate are$ of  +he LZ? 

A. Right  back h e r e .  

Q .  I f  I r e c a l l  from your prev ious  tes t imony,  you 
mentioned you g o t  o u t  of  t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  and you s c a t t e r e d  
throughout  t h e  a r e a .  When you landed ,  I assume t h e n ,  t h a t  
t h e  o t h e r  p l a t o o n s  were a l r e a d y  going i n t o  t h e  v i l l a g e ?  Is 
t h a t  c o r r e c t ?  

A, Y e s ,  s i r .  
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Q How long d id  you s t a y  o u t  here  i n  the  LZ before  
you proceeded t o  My Lai ( 4 ) ?  

A .  About 5 t.o 10 minutes. 

Q And you were with Captain MZDINA and the  command 
group? 

A. Yes, s i r .  

Q . From t h e  LZ would you i n d i c a t e d  t h e  r o u t e  t h a t  
you took? 

A .  Well, we come r i g h t  up i n  he re  and we s t a r t e d  
coming down the  t r a i l .  

Q You went i n t o  about the c e n t e r  and you went i n  
a sou the r ly  d i r e c t i o n  on t h e  western p o r t i o n  of t h e  v i l l a g e ?  
Is t h a t  c o r r e c t ?  

A. Yes, s i r .  We took t h i s  t r a i l  up t o  he re .  

Q P r i o r  t o  g e t t i n g  t o  the  north-south t r a i l  d-id 
you s t a t e  you went some p lace  here  t o  look for some weapons? 

A. Yes, s ir .  -While we were on our way up t h e r e  we 
got  a c a l l  from one of t h e  choppers. There was a "gook" with 
a weapon over he re .  The whole command group, a l l  the  platoons 
were up ahead, so  t h e  command group t o l d  us t o  come down here  
t o  see  i f  we could f i n d  those weapons. We d i d n ' t  f i n d  any, 
So it was over  h e r e  beyond t h e  r i c e  paddy. There was a g i r l  
l y i n g  down wi th  a  baske t ,  and Captain MEDINA looked over 
t h e r e  --

Q. ( In te rpos ing)  Po in t  1 would be t h e  approximate 
area where M r .  F L Y N N  and t h e  command group went and attempted 
t o  f i n d  the  weapons t h a t  were r epor ted  t o  t.l;em by the  h e l i -
cop te r  p i l o t .  Is t h a t  c o r r e c t ?  

A .  Y e s ,  sir. 

&. Also t h i s  is  t h e  same a r e a  where you saw cap ta in  
MEDINA shoot  t h i s  g i r l .  Is t h a t  c o r r e c t ?  

A. Yes, sir. 
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Q You s t a t e d  t h i s  i n  your previoui; tes-timany? 

A. Yes. 

Q . This i s  where you looked f o r  tha weapons b u t  you 
d i d  n o t  f i n d  t h e  weapons. Is t h a t  c o r r e c t ?  

A. Yes, s ir .  

Q. Did you f i n d  any bodies  i n  t h i s  a r ea?  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q How many bodies  were t h e r e ?  

A. There w e r e n ' t  ve ry  many. 

Q e  I ' m  r e f e r r i n g  down he re  where p o i n t  1 i s .  

A. Well,  I ' d  s ay  t h a t  a t  l e a s t  f o u r  down i n  t h e r e .  

Q Four down i n  he re?  

A. Yes, sir.  

Q. But you d i d  n o t  f i n d  t h e  weapons? 

A. No, sir.  

Q. P c i n t  1, t h i s  zrea was marked by t h e  chopper ~ L l o t s  
w i th  smoke? 

A. Yes. 

Q Was t h e r e  any communication wi th  t h e  p i l o t s  and 
Captain  MEDINA w h i l e y o u  were a t  t h i s  a r e a ?  

A. W e l l ,  y e s ,  s i r .  W e  were t r y i n g  t o  f i n d  o u t  where 
t hey  had seen  t h o s e  weapons a r d  we c o u l d n ' t  .fi.ncI them a t  a l l .  

Q This  i n fo rma t ion  t h e n ,  was passed on t o  t h e  chop-
per  p i l o t s ?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  

Q Did you hea r  any t r a n s m i s s i o n s  coming back from 
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t h e  p i l o t s ?  

A. There were weapons over  t h e r e .  

Q a But you d i d n ' t  f i n d  them? 

A. NoI s ir .  

Q M r .  FLYNN, would you con t inue  your r o u t e  from 
p o i n t  13 

A. Well, w e  were back up h e r e  al-ong t h e  b i g  t r a i l .  

& You moved back up t o  t h e  sou the rn  p a r t  of t he  
v i l l a g e  t o  t h i s  t r a i l .  Is t h a t  c o r r e c t ?  

A. Yes, s i r ,  and we came down a long  h e r e .  

Q . You moved down t h i s  t r a i l  i n  a e a s t e r l y  d i r e c t i o n ?  

A. Y e s ,  r i g h t  i n  he re .  

Q =  Before  you came t o  t h e  nor th-south  t r a i l ,  d i d  you 
observe anyth ing  e l s e  which s t a n d s  i n  y0u.r mind from p o i n t  1 
t o  t h i s  nor th-south  t r a i l ?  

A. When t h o s e  people  were running b u t  t hey  w e r e n ' t  
s h o t  o r  any th ing .  

8 .  A t  t h e  nor th-south t r a i l  what happened t h e r e ?  

A. Well,  t h a t ' s  where CARTER was. W e l l ,  CARTER was 
r i g h t  where t h e  b l u e  l i n e  is .  

Q On the wes te rn  p a r t  of t h e  t r a i l ?  

A .  And r i g h t  down i n  h e r e ,  maybe about  1 0  meters  down 
t h i s  t r a i l  t h e r e  was a b i g  p i l e  of dead bodizs  t h e r e .  

Q. Before  we g o t  t o  t h e  bod ie s ,  t h i s  would be about  
the a r e a  h e r e  where CARTER --
A .  ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Right about i n  h e r e  some p l a c e .  

&. Right  by t h e  t r a i l  he re?  
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A .  Yes, sir.  

9 This  i s  where you saw him a c t u a l l y  s i t t i n g .  Is 
t h a t  c o r r e c t ?  

A. ' y e s ,  s ir .  

Q. P o i n t  2 w i l l  be t h e  approximate a r e a  where M r .  
FLYNN observed CARTER when he w a s  wounded. 

Okay. You mentioned then  t h a t  a d-ustoff  was 
c a l l e d  i n  f o r  CARTER and a chopper came i n .  Would you show 
t h e  approximate area where t h e  chopper l anded .  I n  t h i s  c a s e ,  
it is  on t h e  e a s t e r n  s i d e  of t h e  t r a i l ?  

A. Yes, s i r ,  I b e l i e v e  so .  

Q P o i n t  3 w i l l  be t h e  approximate a r e a  where M r .  
FLYNN observed t h e  chopper l a n d  and p ick  up CARTER and evac-
u a t e  him. M r .  FLYNN, you i n d i c a t e d  you saw bod ie s  on t h i s  
nor th-south  t r a i l .  Would you p o i n t  on t h e  map t h e  approximate 
l o c a t i o n ?  

A. R igh t  h e r e .  

Q M r .  FLYNN, where were you l o c a t e d ,  p h y s i c a l l y  
l o c a t e d ,  when you observed t h e s e  bodies?  

A. Right  up on t h e  co rne r .  

Q . You were r i g h t  t h e r e  i n  t h e  approximate a r e a  where 
CARTER w a s  a t ,  p o i n t  2? 

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  

Q Approximately how many bodies  would you say were 
l o c a t e d  he re?  

A. Between 15 and 20. 

Q o  P o i n t  4 ,  t h e  approximate a r e a  where M r .  FLYNN ob-
served  from 1 5  t o  20  bodies  on t h e  t r a i l ,  nor th-south  t r a i l ,  
sou th  of t h e  v i l l a g e  of My La i  ( 4 ) .  M r .  FLYNN, could  you 
e s t i m a t e  t h e  approximate d i s t a n c e  t h a t  t h e s e  bodies  w e r e  from 
t h e  sou the rn  edge of t h e  v i l l a g e ?  
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A. About 10 meters.  

Q. Okay. M r .  FLYNN, d id  you observe anything e l s e  
t h a t  s t ands  o u t  i n  your mind of t h i s  a rea?  

A .  NO, s i r .  

Q- Would you p lease  cont inue your rou te  through t h e  
v i l l a g e  of My Lai  ( 4 )  ? 

A. From t h i s  p a r t  we s t a r t e d  i n  t h i s  corner  r i g h t  
over here .  

Q You then  proceeded i n  a n o r t h e a s t e r l y  d i r e c t i o n .  
Is t h a t  c o r r e c t ?  

A. Y e s .  

Q M r .  FLYNN, when you were going from p o i n t  2 i n  a 
n o r t h e a s t e r l y  d i r e c t i o n  toward t h e  e a s t e r n  p a r t  of the  v i l l a g e  
d id  you observe anything t h e r e  t h a t  s t ands  o u t  i n  your mind? 

A: J u s t  t h e  dead body i n  f r o n t  of the  houses and 
th ings  l i k e  t h a t .  

Q. You saw dead bodies i n  f r o n t  of the  houses aiony
t he  t r a i l ?  

A. Yes. 

Q Could you es t ima te  t h e  number you saw along the 
t r a i l ?  

A. No, n o t  r e a l l y .  But i n  one p lace  i n  h e r e  I re-
member looking i n t o  a house. The f l o o r  was almost covered 
with dead bodies  i n  t h e r e  and on t h e  o u t s i d e  of the  hootches 
and p laces  l i k e  t h a t .  Some were burning and t h e r e  was dead 
bodies l y i n g  o u t  i n  f r o n t  3f t h e r e .  

Q - You c o u l d n ' t  e s t ima te  t h e  approximate number t h a t  
you s a w  t h e r e ?  

A. NO, sir .  

Q. A s  you reached the e a s t e r n  edge of t h e  v i l l a g e ,  
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you i n d i c a t e d  i n  your p r i o r  tes t imony t h a t  you observed a 
d i t c h  somewhere w i th  some bodies i n  it. Could you i n d i c a t e  
the  approximate a r e a  where you observed t h i s  d i t c h ?  

A.  I b e l i e v e  it w a s  r i g h t  around i n  h e r e  some p lace .  

Q q On your  r i g h t  a s  you were going through t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

A, I t  w a s  on t h e  o u t e r  edge of t h e  v i l l a g e ,  

Q. O n  t h e  o u t e r  edge of  t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

A. Yes, s i r ,  t h a t ' s  where I was. 

Q. I would be c o r r e c t  t hen ,  i n  s ay ing  i n  a norfh-
e a s t e r l y  d i r e c t i o n ?  

A. Right .  

Q M r .  FLYNN, when you a r r i v e d  a t  t h e  e a s t e r n  edge 
of  t h e  v i l l a g e ,  is  t h i s  where you a t e  lunch? 

A.  Y e s ,  sir.  

9. And p r i o r  t o  e a t i n g  lunch ,  you mentioned t h a t  
Captain  MEDINA gave an o r d e r  t o  s t o p  the k i l l i n g  t o  t h e  pla-
toon l e a d e r s .  Can you r e c a l l  about  what your Locat ion was 
when you hea rd  Lhis urder given? 

A. Right  about  i n  h e r e .  

Q. P o i n t  5 would be t h e  approximate l o c a t i o n  sf M r .  
FLYNN when he  hea rd  t h e  o r d e r  given by Captain  MEDINA t o  $ top  
t h e  k i l l i n g .  Now, Mr. FLYNN, a f t e r  you a t e  lunch what hap-
pened? 

A. W e l l ,  w e  s t a r t e d  going up i n  t h i s  n o r t h e a s e a r l y  
d i r e c t i o n ,  r i g h t  up around i n  h e r e  some p l a c e .  W e l l ,  J know 
t hey  went up th rough  i n  he re .  

~ u tyou went i n  a e a s t e r l y - n o r t h e a s t e r l y  direci--

Yes, sir.  I c a n ' t  remember e x a c t l y  where it was. 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

They w e r e  i n t e r r o g a t i n g  t h e s e  p r i s o n e r s .  

Q That would be a t  t h e  l a a g e r  a r e a ?  

Q e This  w a s  b e f o r e  t h e n ,  t h e  middle of t h e  a f t e rnoon .  
This w a s  when t h e  American o f f i c e r s  were i n t e r r o g a t i n g  t h e  
Vietnamese? 

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q This  was n o t  i n  t h e  cemetery a r e a ,  t hen?  

A .  It could  have been t h e r e ,  b u t  I know it w a s  t o r -
ward -- it w a s  more towards t h e r e .  

Q You d o n ' t  r e c a l l  be ing  i n  t h a t  cemetery whenever 
t h i s  i n t e r r o g a t i o n  was t a k i n g  p l ace?  

A. There wasn' t any cemetery.  

Q- W e  have t h i s  on t h e  r e c o r d  h e r e ,  from your  pre-
v ious  tes t imony where you were located. .  You mentioned t h i s  
d i t c h  w i t h  a number of  bod ie s  l o c a t e d  i n  it. Could you in -
d i c a t e  t h e  approximate a r e a  where this rnay have been? 

A. W e l l ,  it w a s  i n  h e r e  someplace. I know I was 
walking down through h e r e .  A s  I looked down t o  t h e  r i g h t ,  
you look down i n  t h e  d i t c h ,  you look down i n  t h e r e .  

Q A s  you l e f t  t h e  e a s t e r n  p a r t  of My Lai  ( 4 ) ,  goj-ng 
i n  a n o r t h e a s t e r l y  d i r e c t i o n ,  somehwere on your r i g h t  you 
observed a d i t c h  t h a t  had bodies  i n  it. Is t h a t  c o r r e c t ?  

A. Y e s .  

Q D o  you know t h e  approximate nurn:;er you may have 
seen? 

A. W e l l ,  I c o u l d n ' t  say how many t h e r e  were b u t  
there w e r e  q u i t e  a few. 

Q. How c l o s e  w e r e  you t o  t h i s  d i t c h ?  
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A ,  About 25 meters .  

Q - A s  you walked a long  it, you glanced t o  t h e  r i g h t ?  

A .  Yes, sir.  

Q. Was t h e r e  any co~nment made a t  t h i s  t i m e  by any-
one about t h e  bodies  i n  t h a t  d i t c h ?  

A. No, s i r .  W e  were wa2.king -- u s u a l l y  we walked 
about  1 0  meters  a p a r t  o r  something l i k e  t h a t .  

Q .  M r .  FLYNN, a t  this t ime ,  I ' l l  show you t h e  photo- 
graphs  which you have i n d i c a t e d  you recognized  and ask you t o  
d e s c r i b e  it f o r  m e  and t o  s t a t e  what you do recognized  about  
t he  photograph,  P-2? 

A. T h a t ' s  t h a t  o l d  man t h a t  we found i n  t h a t  one 
house and they  d i d n ' t  k i l l  him. 

Q - Do you r e c a l l  on t h e  map where t h i s  may have been 
l o c a t e d ?  

A. Somewhere i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  o f  p o i n t  2 on t h e  map 
he re .  

Q .  P o i n t  2 would be t h a t  where CAR.TER had been wound-
ed. in &is ii ~ijlii.il i i i ~eastern part of the~ d ~ e  ;jt: Oil 

nor th-south  t r a i l .  

A. Well,  t h e  western .  

Q. Excuse m e ,  t h e  wes te rn  p a r t .  

Q. P-3? 

A. Same l o c a t i o n .  

Q. P-3 and P-4? 

A. T h e  same. 

Q. P-2, P-3, and P-4 a r e  t h e  same Vietnamese and w e r e  
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a11 l o c a t e d  i n  t h e  same v i c i n i t y .  Is t h a t  c o r r e c t ?  

A. Yes, s ir .  

Q Do you recognize the  ind iv idua l  i n  P-3,  t he  Viet-
namese s o l d i e r ?  

A. Yes, s i r .  

Q - Sergeant  PHU? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. How about P-4 ? 

A. I c a n ' t  s ee  who it i s .  

Q D o  you know who t h i s  may Kave been with h i s  back 
turned  on the extreme r i g h t  of t h e  p i c t u r e ?  

A, No, sir.  

Q P-6, loca ted  i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  of 2 ,  do you recog-
n i z e  anybody i n  t h e  photograph? 

n 
as J u s t  hi^. 

Q. I n  t h i s  case ,  CARTER who was i n  the  c e n t e r  of the  
photograph l y i n g  down. No one e l s e ?  

A. No, sir.  

Q P-7? 

A. It w a s  i n  the  same a r e a .  

Q. D o  you recognize anyone? 

A. No, s ir .  

Q Did you recognize CARTER? 

A. Yes, sir. I be l i eve  t h a t ' s  one of Captain M E D I N A ' s  
R T O ' s ,  P-8, 
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Q. 	 P-8, you recognize CARTER being t r e a t e d .  CARTER 
i n  t h i s  p i c t u r e ,  i s  on the  r i g h t  s i t t i n g  down. Did you .recog- 
n ize  anybody e l s e ?  

A. L W T I N  on Captain M E D I N A v s  r i g h t .  H i s  a r t i l l e r y  
forward observer ,  RTO. 

Q . MARTIN i s  t h s  person s i t t i n g  down i-n t h e  l e f t  back 
ground of t h e  photograph. 

A. 	 T h a t ' s  i n  the-  same a rea .  

Q. The chopper landed over here.  Do you recognize 
the  personnel i n  t h e  photograph? 

A. 	 A l l  I know i s  h i s  f i r s t  name is  Fred. 

Q. 	 Do you know h i s  l a s t  name? 

No, s i r .  

You recognize CARTER? 

Yes, s ir ,  


How about t h i s  person here?  


A. I d o n ' t  know h i s  name. 


Q So P-9 i s  enroute  t o  the  chopper? 


A. . 	 Yes, sir.  

Q. 	 P-lo? 

That ' s  r i g h t ,  i n  t h e  same area .  


T h a t ' s  BERNHARDT on the  r i g h t  s tanding  up? 


Yes, sir.  


Q. P-11 and P-12 a r e  photographs showing CARTER being 
taken t o  the  chopper. P-11 and P-12 were somewhere near 3 ,  
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then. Is t h a t  r i g h t ?  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q What do you recogqize about P-13? 

A. Tha t ' s  --

Q ( In te rpos ing)  Do you know t h e i r  names? Who i s  
t h i s  ? 

A. H e  i s  t h e  a r t i l l e r y  FO. 

Q What ' s h i s  name? 

A. W e l l ,  .I c a n ' t  s ay .  

Q - You don' t know t h e  pe r son ' s  name here  on the  
r i g h t ?  

A. N o .  

Q. Who i s  the  person s i t t i n g  t o  h i s  r i g h t  without  
h i s  s tee l  p o t  on? 

A. H e  was t h e  G l ~ i : ~narCar pla toon s e r g e x i t ,  Scrgeant  
~~RONEY. 
Q. Sergeant  PHU i s  the , t h i r d  person from the  r i g h t  
i n  t h e  photograph and t o  the  r i g h t  of Sergeant  MARONEY? Is 
t h a t  c o r r e c t ?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  

Q. Who i s  t h a t ?  

A. Myself. 

Q . This i s  you with a steel  pot  o f f  and your hands 
behind your head? 

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q. I n  t h i s  case ,  t o  t h e  r i g h t  of Sergeant  PHU? 
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Y e s ,  s ir .  

Anything e l s e  you recognize?  

NO,  sir .  

Q. P-16, you saw t h i s  house here?  

A. Yes, s i r .  

& This is  i n  My Lai  ( 4 ) 1  

A .  Yes, s ir .  

a.  Do you know approximately  where you saw t h i s ?  

A. Well, I d o n ' t  t h i n k  I could p l a c e  it. 

Q It would be somewhere around p o i n t  2? 

A. More towards t h e  o u t e r  edge. 

Q You c o u l d n ' t  a c t u a l l y  p l o t  it on t h e  map t h e n ,  
r i g h t ?  

A. No, s i r .  

Q Photograph 17 ,  does  t h a t  look f a m i l i a r ?  

A. Y e s ,  sir.  

Q Do you r ecogn ize  t hose  people  on t h e r e ?  L e t ' s  
s t a r t  from t h e  r i g h t  over  he re .  You d o n ' t  r e c a l l  t h e  p e r s o n ' s  
name on t h e  f a r  l e f t  of  t h e  p i c t u r e ,  t hen?  

A. T h a t ' s  L i eu t enan t  ALAUX and Sergeant  MARONEY. 

Q. Sergeant  MARONEY i s  t h e  one w i t h ~ u - tkhe s t e e l  pot  
on. Sergeant  PHU i s  t o  t h e  r i g h t  of Sergeant  lWRONEY. 

This i s  Captain  MEDINA.  

Q. Captain  MEDINA i s  s t a n d i n g  i n  t h e  background, and 
b7hat i s  he doing? 
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A .  P o i n t i n g .  

Q How about  t h e  person  s i t t i n g  t h e r e  wi th  h i s  hands 
behind h i s  head? 

A. T h a t ' s  myself .  

Q Do you recognize  anybody t o  t h e  l e f t  h e r e ?  CAPEZZA 
would be t h e  t h i r d  person from t h e  l e f t  of t h e  photograph? 
Is t h a t  c o r r e c t ?  

A. Y e s ,  sir.  

Q a I n  t h i s  ca se  h i s  l e f t  hand i s  ho ld ing  h i s  M-16, 
which i s  on t h e  ground? Is t h a t  r i g h t ?  

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Do you recognize  anyone e l s e ?  

A. T h a t ' s  an eng inee r .  

Q Th.e eng inee r  i s '  t h e  second person  from t h e  l e f t  
s t and ing .  How about  t h i s  person h e r e ?  

A. E e l s  from t h e  81rim c r t s r  ~ l z t o ~ r i .I d i d n ' t  knov; 
h i s  name a t  a l l .  I d i d n ' t  know him a l l  t h a t  w e l l .  This is  
MARTIN r i g h t  back i n  h e r e ,  L i eu t enan t  ALAUX's  RTO. 

Q. MARTIN would be t h e  f o u r t h  person  from t h e  l e f t ,  
s t a n d i n g  by t h e  t r e e ?  

A. Yes, sir.  

Q. Is t h e r e  anybody else you recognize  i n  t h a t  photo? 

A. NO,  s ir .  

Q- Do you r e c a l l  where t h i s  p i c t u r e  was taken?  

A,  No, sir. 

Q - P-18? 

A. That  w a s  some suspec.ts  t h a t  t hey  had cap tu red .  
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Q. Do you know who t h i s  i s ,  the  U.  S. s o l d i e r ?  

A. No, s ir ,  I d o n ' t .  

Q. .This was i d e n t i f i e d  as  being i n  B / 4 / 3  a rea .  P-35, 
what do you recognize i n  t h a t  photograph? 

A. I have seen t h a t ,  a l l  t h a t  s t u f f  being set on f i r e .  

Q . Did you recognize who t h e  s o l d i e r  i s ?  

A. NO^ s ir .  

Q Is t h i s  My Lai ( 4 ) ?  

A. yes ,  sir .  

Q .  P-36 would be t h a t  of CARTER, which you i n d i c a t e d  
i n  the  black and white photo before?  

A. yes ,  sir .  

Q • P-41? 

A. I r e c a l l  t h a t ,  sir .  

- -
Q wnere was t h i s  a t ?  

A. The north-south t r a i l .  

Q. This i s  where you have ind ica ted  as  p o i n t  4 ,  where 
you observed 15  or  20 bodies? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q . M r .  F L Y N N ,  i f  t h e  information which has been placed 
on the  photograph i s  c o r r e c t  t o  t h e  b e s t  of your  memory. I 
would ask you a t  t h i s  t ime, t o  s i g n  your name a t  t h e  upper 
left-hand corner, 

(The wi tness  d id  a s  i n s t r u c t e d . )  

This photograph, which is  signed by M r .  FLYNN,  i s  
entered  i n t o  t h e  record  as  P-226. 
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M r .  FLYNN, when d i d  you f i r s t  j o i n  t h e  l l t h  Brigade? 

A,  August of  1966, I b e l i e v e .  

And where d i d  you j o i n  them? 

Q - While you w e r e  i n  Hawaii and p r i o r  t o  going t o  
Vietnam, t h e  b r i g a d e  d i d  make some p r e p a r a t i o n s  and t r a i n i n g .  
That  i s  p r i o r  t o  t h e  l l t h  Brigade going t o  Vietnam t h e r e  was 
a c e r t a i n  amount of  t r a i n i n g  t h a t  I ' m  s u r e  t hey  conducted 
p r i o r  t o  t h a t  d e p a r t u r e .  

A. y e s ,  sir.  

Q Do you r e c a l l  i f  you had any t r a i n i n g  on t h e  
handl ing  o f  noncombatants and p r i s o n e r s  of war? 

A.  Myself ,  no. 

Q You d i d n ' t  recei've any a t  a l l ?  

No, s i r .  

Q - M r .  FLYNN, I show you a Xerox copy of  Exh ib i t  M-2, 
which is  e n t i t l e d ,  "Nine Rules . "  I ' d  l i k e  t o  show it t o  you 
and have you look  a t  it and l e t  m e  know i f  you have eve r  seen 
t h i s  ca rd  ox i f  you were i s s u e d  t h i s  c a r d .  This  would be a 
l i t t l e  c a r d  t h a t  would be i s s u e d  t o  pe r sonne l ,  t h e  type you 
would have c a r r i e d  it i n  your w a l l e t .  

(The wi tnes s  reviews E x h i b i t  M-2. ) 

I have never  seen it. 

Q a  Okay. I a l s o  show you on t h e  same s h e e t  he re  Ex-
h i b i t  M - 3 ,  which i s  e n t i t l e d ,  "The Enemy I n  Your Hands." 
Again, I would ask you t o  r ead  t h i s  ove r  and l e t  m e  know i f  
you have e v e r  seen  t h i s  c a r d  o r  were i s s u e d  a c a r d .  

A. NO, sir .  

Q. Where d i d  you a r r i v e  i n  Vietnam? 

A.  Q u i  Nhon. 
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Q . HQW l o n g  d i d  you s t a y  t h e r e ?  

A. J u s t  ove rn igh t .  

Q Where d i d  you go from t h e r e ?  

A. T o  DUC Pho. 

Q Did you have any t r a i n i n g  t h e r e  on t h e  handl ing 
of noncombatants, t h e  p r i s o n e r s  of war? 

A. No, sir.  I w a s  w i th  t h e  4 .2  mor ta r  t h e n  and may-
be they  d i d n ' t  t h i n k  we needed t h a t .  

Q- M r .  FLYNN, we've d i s c u s s e d  a number of t h i n g s  t h a t  
occur red  on the 1 6 t h  of March and a f t e r  t h a t .  Is t h e r e  any-
t h i n g  e l s e  now, t h a t  you can r e c a l l  t h a t  we h a v e n ' t  d i s cus sed  
o r  perhaps  has  come t o  mind t h a t  you can r e l a t e .  

A. No, sir.  

Q. A t  t h i s  t ime ,  I ' d  l i k e  t o  g i v e  you t h e  opportu-
n i t y  t o  make any s t a t emen t  t h a t  you would l i k e  t o  make o r  any-
t h i n g  e l s e  you would l i k e  t o  s a y . a b o u t  t h i s  i n c i d e n t .  

A. I d o n ' t  t h i n k  t h e  blame should go on CALLEY. 

Q. M r .  FLYNN, it i s  r eques t ed  t h a t  you n o t  d i s c u s s  
your  tes t imony w i t h  o t h e r s  except  i n  t h e  performance of duty  
o r  a s  you may be r e q u i r e d  t o  do so  b e f o r e  a competent j u d i c i a l  
o r  l e g i s l a t i v e  o r  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  body. I asked you b e f o r e  i f  
you had r ece ived  a l e t t e r  from t h e  m i l i t a r y  judge i n  t h e  case  
United S t a t e s  v. Ca l l ey ,  and you i n d i c a t e d  i n  t h i s  case  t h a t  
you d i d  n o t .  I f  you had r ece ived  such a n o t i f i c a t i o n ,  your 
appear ing  h e r e  today and t e s t i f y i n g  would i n  no way change 
t h e  a p p l i c a b i l i t y  and t h e  e f f e c t  o f  t h a t  o r d e r .  My r e q u e s t  
t h a t  you n o t  d i s c u s s  your tes t imony wi th  o t h e r s  would n o t  ap-
p l y  i f  you had t o  appear  a t  t h e  c o u r t  m a r t i a l .  You may be 
r eques t ed  t o  appear before a s p e c i a l  subcommitte of t h e  House 
Armed Se rv i ces  Commit-tee Now, t h i s  committee is looking  in -
t o  t h e  e n t i r e  i n c i d e n t  of  My L a i  and your appearance and i n -
s t r u c t i o n s  b e f o r e  t h e  Pee r s  Inqu i ry  i n  no way res t r ic ts  your 
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appearance b e f o r e  t h e  House Armed S e r v i c e s  Committee. Do you 
unders tand t h a t ?  

A. Y e s p  sir.  

Q- You w i l l  be n o t i f i e d  p r i o r  t o  your d e p a r t u r e  i f  
you a r e  t o  appear  b e f o r e  t h a t  committee. M r .  F L Y N N ,  a r e  
t h e r e  any q u e s t i o n s  t h a t  you have t h a t  I can answer a t  t h i s  
t ime? 

A. NO, sir.  

Q - M r .  FLYNN, w e  a p p r e c i a t e  your coming and g iv ing  
us  t h e  i n fo rma t ion  you have. I t  has  been very h e l p f u l  t o  us .  
Thank y ~ u  ve ry  much. 

(The h e a r i n g  r e c e s s e d  a t  1605 hours ,  11 February 
1970.) 
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SUMMARY OF TESTIMONY 

WITNESS: H E I N ,  David b. 

DATE OF TESTIMONY: LO January 1970 

PLACE OF TESTIMONY: Pentagon 

WITNESS SUSPECTED OF: N/A 

COUNSEL: None 

DUTY ASSIGNMENT ON 16 MARCH 1968: Mortar  p l a t o o n ,  C/1/20. 

1. PRIOR TRAINING I N  THE RULES OF LAND WARFARE. 

HEIN r e c e i v e d  t r a i n i n g  on t h e  hand l ing  of PW's and 
noncombatants i n  Hawaii,  b u t  he  could  n o t  r e c a l l  t h e  amount 
(pg. 2 6 ) .  H e  r ece ived  no such t r a i n i n g  i n  Vietnam (pg.  2 6 ) .  

H e  was i s s u e d  t h e  MACV Cards "Nine Rules" and "Enemy i n  Your 
Hands" a week o r  two b e f o r e  l e a v i n g  Hawaii (pg. 27) . H e  
remembered b e i n g  t o l d  about  t h e  Geneva Conventions (pg.  2 7 ) .  

2 .  PREOPERATIONAL PLANS AND BRIEFINGS. 

There w a s  a memorial s e r v i c e  f o r  t h o s e  who had d i e d  
when t h e  company stumbled i n t o  a m i n e f i e l d  (pg.  3 ) .  This  
took p l a c e  immediately p r i o r  t o  Capta in  M E D I N A ' s  . b r i e f i n g  (pg. 3 ) .  
PLF:BINA s a i d  t h a t  the v i l l a g e  was enemy c o n t r o l l e d  and 
conta ined  no c i v i l i a n s  (pg.  4 ) .  Hootches and food s u p p l i e s  
were t o  be  des t royed  (pg.  5) MEDINA d i d  n o t  o r d e r  c i v i l i a n s  
k i l l e d  (pg. 1 9 ) ,  H E I N  expec ted  a ha rd  f i g h t ,  b u t  d i d  n o t  
expec t  t o  see c i v i l i a n s  k i l l e d  (pg. 5 ) .  

3 .  ASSAULT ON MY LA1. 
a. Movements i n  t h e  v i l l a g e .  

While coming i n t o  t h e  LZ t h e  doorgunner l eaned  
over  and s a i d  he  had s h o t  a VC w i t h  a r i f l e  (pg.  1 9 ) .  H E I N  
thought  t h e  VC w e r e  f i r i n g  and expec ted  a h o t  LZ (pg.  1 9 ) .  
On l and ing  t h e  p l a t o o n  s e t  up t h e  mor ta r  and w a i t e d  f o r  
o r d e r s  t o  d i s p l a c e  t o  t h e  v i l l a g e  which came approximately  
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(2 )  F u r t h e r  a c t i o n .  

A n u r s e ,  a commander, an ARVN tu rned  VC,  and 
a 30 y e a r  o l d  man were cap tured  on t h e  17 th  (pgs .  16 ,  1 7 ) .  
No more c i v i l i a n s  were k i l l e d  and houses were n o t  burned 
(pg. 1 6 ) .  H E I N  watched MEDINA g a i n  in format ion  from t h e  

VC commander by f i r i n g  p r o g r e s s i v e l y  c l o s e r  s h o t s  over  t h e  
man's head (pg.  17)  . The company had one o f  t h e  p r i s o n e r s  
cl imb a tree t o  g e t  coconuts (pg.  17)  . 
4 .  INQUIRIES AFTER THE ASSAULT. 

H E I N  d i d  n o t  s e e  Colonel  HENDERSON a f t e r  t h e  
e x t r a c t i o n  and w a s  n o t  t o l d  t o  keep q u i e t  about  t h e  
i n c i d e n t  by MEDINA o r  anyone e l s e  (pgs .  1 7 ,  1 8 ) .  The on ly  
t h i n g  MEDINA told tne coupany concerned a commendation from 
General  WESTMORELAND (pg.  1 8 ) .  H E I N  heard  a rumor t h a t  an 
i n v e s t i g a t i o n  was going t o  t a k e  p l a c e ,  b u t  no one eve r  spoke 
t o  t h e  mor ta r  p l a toon  (pg. 1 8 ) .  The men d i d  n o t  d i s c u s s  
it (pg. 1 8 ) .  Had a thorough i n v e s t i g a t i o n  been conducted 
he  supposed t h a t  t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i n g  o f f i c e r  would have found 
o u t  what had happened (pg. 2 0 ) .  H e  never  
about  a coverup (pg. 20) . hea rd  anyth ing  

5. OTHER INFORMATION. 

Although it w a s  used a t  o t h e r  t i m e s ,  t h e  men d i d  n o t  
use  mar i juana  on an o p e r a t i o n  (pgs .  20, 2 1 ) .  
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EXHIBITS 

E X H I B I T  
NUMBER --DESCRIPTION 

M-2 MACV Card "Nine Rules" 
MACV Card, "Bnemy I n  Your 

M-3 Hands" 

P-1 A e r i a l  photo o f  My L a i  

NOTES 

W i t  had a copy. 

W i t  had a copy. 
wit asKea t o  orlen': 
h imself  on it.' 

1 - I n d i c a t e s  LZ. 

2 - Ind ica tes  where 
ARCOREN threw 
grenade i n  bunker .  

3-Area where H E I N  
saw f i r s t  dead 
person.  

4-Area where H E I N  
took a  break wai t -  
i n t  f o r  d u s t - o f f .  

5-Area where dus t -
o f f  h e l i c o p e r  
landed.  

6-Area where H E I N  
saw 1 5  dead 
bodies .  

7-Area where H E I N  

cap tured  one VC 
s u s p e c t .  

8-Area where he 
saw dead woman 
and c h i l d  and o l d  
man. 

PAGES 

27 

27 

5,6 

22 

22 

22 

22 

22 

22 

22 

2 2  

( H E I N )  4 SUM APP T-128 
FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 


EXHIBITS 


EXHIBIT 
NUMBER DESCRIPTION NOTES--. PAGES 

I?-1 
4 c o n t ) ~ e r i a lphoto. of  My Lai  9-Place where H E I N  

a te  lunch. 
2 2  

:L , - -

10-Saw a _  group of - 2 1 
b o d i e s  i n  d i t c h .  

2 2  
A s  i d e n t i r i e d  by 

P i c t u r e  of CARTER t h e  w i t n e s s  . 2 3  
MEDINA w i th  MURRAY on A s  i d e n t i f i e d  by 
r i g h t .  t h e  w i t n e s s .  2 3  
MARONEY i s  second from A s  l d e n t l t l e d  by 
r i g h t ,  PHU t o  h i s  r i g h t ,  t h e  w i t n e s s .  
FLYNN n e x t  t o  him and 
FAGAN i n  r e a r .  - .  - - .2 4  
S g t  LOPEZ c u t t ~ n g  down AS l d e n t l r l e a  ~y 
corn .  t h e  w i t n e s s .  2 4  
Graveyard where they  A s  l d e n t l z l e d  ~y 
l a a g e r e d  f o r  t h e  n i g h t .  t h e  w i t n e s s .  2 5  
P l ace  where he saw peopldAs i d e n t i r i e d  by 
k i l l e d  on t r a i l .  ' t h e  w i t n e s s .  . - .  2 5  

bod ie s  i n  d i t c h .  2 5  
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1970.) 
(,The hear ing  reconvened a t  1055 hours ,  1 0  January 

MR WEST: The hear ing  w i l l  come t o  order .  

RCDR: 
ZYCHOWSMI, 

The fo l lowing  persons 
and IWJ COOP. 

are present.: MR WEST, MAJ 

The nex t  wi tness  i s  M r .  David B .  H E I N .  

(MR H E I N  was c a l l e d  as  a wi tness ,  was sworn, and 
t e s t i f i e d  as  fol lows :) 

W i l l  you s t a t e  your f u l l  name, occupat ion,  and 
address? 

A. David Benjamin H E I N .  I work f o r  Gilman 
Engineering, Jamesv i l l e ,  Wisconsin. 

MRWEST: M r .  H E I N ,  before  we g e t  i n t o  any ques t ions ,  I 
want t o  advise you concerning t h e  na tu re  and purpose of t h i s  
inqui ry  t h i s  morning 

This i n v e s t i g a t i o n  was d i r e c t e d  by t h e  Secre tary  
of t h e  Army and t h e  Army Chief of S ta f f  f o r  t h e  purpose of 
de te rmin ing  facts  and maki ng f i n d i ~ q sand recommendations 
concerning: 

(1) the adequacy of p r i o r  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  i n t o  
what i s  now commonly r e f e r r e d  t o  as t h e  My Lai  i n c i d e n t  of 
16 March 1 9 6 8. 

( 2 )  p o s s i b l e  withholding o r  suppress ion  of 
information concerning t h i s  i n c i d e n t  by anyone who had a 
duty t o  r e p o r t  t h e  f a c t s ;  i n  o t h e r  words, whether t h e r e  was 
any coverup. You, perhaps,  have read i n  t h e  papers about t h i s  
group and what we a r e  doing. 

We a r e  n o t  t r y i n g  t o  i n v e s t i g a t e  a11 t h e  f a c t s  and 
circumstances of what happened a t  My La i .  For example, w e  
a r e  n o t  d i r e c t l y  concerned wi th  whether any of t h e  men of 
Char l ie  Company who were a t  My Lai ( 4 )  t h a t  morning 
committed any o f fenses .  W e  a r e  concerned, as  I s a y ,  with 
whether t h e r e  was any coverup and t h e  adequacy of t h e  
i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  However, we do need t o  know what happened 
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i n  My La i  ( 4 )  t h a t  morning a s  a background f o r  us  t o  be 
a b l e  t o  judge whether t h e r e  was a coverup. 

We 've had made a v a i l a b l e  t o  us and have reviewed 
p r i o r  o f f i c i a l  s ta tements  obtained during o t h e r  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s .  
For example, we have a copy of t h e  s ta tement  which you made 
t o  t h e  C I D  agents  i n  Jamesvi l le ,  a M r .  BYERS, I be l i eve .  
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Your tes t imony w i l l  b e  t aken  under o a t h .  A 
verbat im t r a n s c r i p t  w i l l  be  p repared .  A t a p e  r e c o r d i n g  i s  
be ing  made i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  n o t e s  b e i n g  t aken  by t h e  
r e p o r t e r .  

The g e n e r a l  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  of o u r  r e p o r t  w i l l  b e  
c o n f i d e n t i a l .  However, i t  i s  p o s s i b l e  t h a t  t h e  tes t imony o r  
p a r t s  o f  it may l a t e r  become a m a t t e r  of p u b l i c  r eco rd .  
This  w i l l  e v e n t u a l l y  pas s  o u t  of our  hands. Righ t  now, this 
i s  a l l  be ing  k e p t  c o n f i d e n t i a l .  

W e  a s k  t h a t  you n o t  d i s c u s s  your  t es t imony h e r e  
t h i s  morning w i t h  anyone, i n c l u d i n g  o t h e r  w i t n e s s e s  who may 
be c a l l e d ,  excep t  as you may be asked o r  d i r e c t e d  t o  do i n  
connec t ion  w i t h  any o t h e r  o f f i c i a l  i n q u i r y  b e f o r e  an 
a d m i n i s t r a t i v e ,  j u d i c i a l ,  or l e g i s l a t i v e  body. There i s  a 
subcommittee of t h e  House of  Armed S e r v i c e s  Committee which 
is  i n q d r i n g  i n t o  the My L a i  i n c i d e n t ,  and they have c a l l e d  
some w i t n e s s e s .  When w e  ask  you n o t  t o  t a l k  about  t h i s ,  
this  does n o t  apply t o  t h a t  subcommittee. Have you r ece ived  
an o r d e r  f r o m  t h e  m i l i t a r y  judge i n  t h e  c a s e  of  t h e  United 
S t a t e s  v.  Ca l l ey?-

A. No, I haven". 

Q - Some of t h e  w i t n e s s e s  have. Should you r e c e i v e  
an o r d e r  from t h e  m i l i t a r y  judge,  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  you appeared 
h e r e  and t a l k e d  t o  us d o e s n ' t  a f f e c t  t h e  v a l i d i t y  of  t h a t  
o r d e r .  I n  t u r n ,  t h a t  o r d e r  does n o t  p reven t  people  from 
appear ing  h e r e  t o  t e s t i f y .  The purpose of t h i s  o r d e r  by t h e  
m i l i t a r y  judge i s  t o  t r y  t o  minimize p u b l i c i t y  i n  o r d e r  t o  
p r o t e c t  t h e  r i g h t s  of t h o s e  who have thus  f a r  been accused 
o r  charged w i t h  o f f e n s e s  a r i s i n g  o u t  of t h e  even t s  t h a t  
morning i n  My L a i  ( 4 ) .  D o  you have any q u e s t i o n s  up t o  t h i s  
p o i n t ?  

A. No. 

Q .  M r .  H E I N ,  f o r  t h e  r e c o r d ,  were you a member of 
t h e  Uni ted S t a t e s  Army on 16 March 1968? 

A. I w a s .  

Q What was your  grade and yaur  s t a t i o n  a t  t h a t  t ime? 

A .  I d o n s t  know i f  I was a s e r g e a n t  t h e n  o r  a SP4.  
I was a s s igned  as a gunner f o r  t h e  81  mm, M-29 mor ta r .  
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Q o  
Were you made a se rgean t  j u s t  about t h a t  time? 

A. Yes. I d i d n tt g e t  my o rde r s  u n t i l  about a couple 
of months l a t e ,  when I f i r s t  got  a pay check t h a t  s a i d  I was 
a sergeant .  

Q a lviortar platoon ,. C / l  j 2 0 ?  Is t h a t  right? 

A. Yes. 

C1. A t  t ha t  time was Char l ie  Company p a r t  of Task 
Force Barker? 

A . It was, 

Q Do you remember when you f i r s t  heard of t h e  
planned combat a s s a u l t  on My Lai  ( 4 )  ? 

A. I do. 

Q. When was t h i s ?  

A. Two days before--no, it was t h e  day before  w e  
were supposed ' to  go i n  t h a t  they  b r i e f e d  us on it. 

- -a - was this t h e  b r i e f i n g  of the company by Captain 
MEDINA? 

A. It was. 

Q m  On o r  about t h i s  t ime,  do you remember a memorial 
s e r v i c e  being he ld  f o r  some men i n  t h e  company who had been 
k i l l e d ?  

A. Right. We go t  h i t  p r e t t y  bad i n  t h e  minef ie ld .  
There was, I t h i n k ,  17 i n  a l l  t h a t  was wounded. A couple 
of guys got  k i l l e d ,  and t h e  r e s t  of them were p r e t t y  w e l l  
b e a t  up and s t u f f  l i k e  t h a t .  

Q Do you remember who conducted t h e  s e r v i c e ?  We've 
been t o l d  t h a t  he was a Cathol ic  chapla in  and he was a major,  
b u t  nobody can seem t o  remember h i s  name. 

A. I c a n ' t  remember who d i d  it.' 

Q. Can you fix t h e  t ime of t h i s  s e r v i c e  wi th  r e l a t i o n  
t o  t h i s  b r i e f i n g  of t h e  company? 
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A.  To m e ,  I t h i n k  it was r i g h t  b e f o r e - - i t  had t o  be  
sometime i n  t h e  a f t e rnoon .  You s e e ,  we g o t  b r i e f e d  j u s t  
b e f o r e  dark *a t  n i g h t  on what w e  were going t o  do and t o  
g e t  ready . 
Q But your  r e c o l l e c t i o n  was t h a t  it was t h e  same 
a f t e rnoon?  

Y e s .  

Q - W e s v e  had d i f f e r e n t  tes t imony on t h i s .  Some men 
have p l aced  it a few days ahead. One man s a i d  he  thought  it 
was i n  February.  Can you t e l l  us what Cap ta in  MEDINA t o l d  
t h e  company as you r e c a l l ,  how he d e s c r i b e d  t h e  miss ion ,  
what t h e  o r d e r s  were,  and s o  f o r t h ?  

A. F i r s t  he  b u i l t  us up, because everybody was p r e t t y  
w e l l  down. Like m e ,  I l o s t  my b e s t  f r i e n d  from Minneapolis  
r i g h t  o u t s i d e  the. same v i l l a g e ,  

Q- What w a s  h i s  name? 

A .  W i l l i a m  WXBER. 

Q 0 NEBER. W a s  he t h e  f i r s t  man k i l l e d  from t h e  com-
pany ? 

A. The f i r s t  man. H e  g o t  us p r e t t y  well b u i l t  up. 
Nobody had been a b l e  t o  g e t  i n s i d e  this v i l l a g e ,  never .  W e  
a l l  knew about  i t ,  and everybody w a s  p r e t t y  w e l l  s c a r e d  
anyway of going i n t o  t h a t  p l a c e .  A company a couple  days . 

b e f o r e  t h a t  g o t  p inned down, and they  c o u l d n ' t  g e t  o u t .  
They had t o  be  moved by t r a c k s  and even they  g o t  pinned down. 
So they  t o l d  us w e  were going i n  w i t h  j u s t  i n f a n t r y ,  and we 
were p r e t t y  w e l l  shaky. IIe b u i l t  us up t h a t  t h e r e  were 
going t o  be  V i e t  Cong t h e r e ,  which we knew t h e r e  was. He 
s a i d  t h a t  t h e r e  s h o u l d n ' t  be an17 c i v i l i a n s  t h e r e ,  l i k e  he 
s a y s ,  "Don' t  worry about c i v i l i a n s  ' c ause  t h e r e  i s  none 
t h e r e ,  because t h i s  i s  a l l  enemy c o n t r o l l e d . "  You could 
a lmost  t e l l  t h a t  t h e r e  couldn '  t be ha rd ly  anybody l i v i n g  
t h e r e .  And s o  he  j u s t  k e p t  up a l l  this s t u f f  u n t i i  w e  were 
a l l  ready t o  go. W e  wanted t o  g e t  i n  t h e r e  and g e t  t h e s e  
people  t h a t  s h o t  o u r  men. 

Q .  What d i d  he t e l l  you t o  do? Did h e  t a l k  about 
l i v e s t o c k  o r  food i n  the vj - l l age?  
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A. He s a i d  search  and des t roy ,  and everyth ing  goes; 
a11 t h e  r i c e  and anything t h a t  can h e l p  feed  t h e  Vie t  Cong. 
Everything goes. He d i d n ' t  want any h u t s  s t and ing  o r  
anything t h a t  could hous? them, and a l l  t h e  tunne l s  were t o  
be blown up. 

9. Do you remember whe-i;izer there was a b r i e f i n s  f o r  
p la toon l eaders  and platoon se rgean t s  e i t h e r  before  o r  a f t e r  
the company b r i e f i n g ?  

A. I b e l i e v e  t h e r e  w a s  one f o r  p la toon l e a d e r s  and 
you know, squad l eader s  and s t u f f  l i k e  t h a t .  I wasnst 
involved i n  t h a t  though. I was a c t i n g  squad l e a d e r  before  
t h i s ,  b u t  my p la toon se rgean t  took over  a s  squad l e a d e r ,  and 
they moved m e  down t o  gunner, s o  I c o u l d n ' t  t e l l  you about 
t h a t  d a t e .  

Q. Did Captain MEDINA i n d i c a t e  how long t h i s  opera t ion  
was supposed t o  l a s t ?  

A. I b e l i e v e  it w a s  3 days. 

Q - Well, t h a t ' s  the way it turned ou t .  It was 3 
days. Your p la toon  se rgean t  w a s  Sergeant  MARONEY. Did he 
g ive  you any s e p a r a t e  b r i e f i n g  a f t e r  t h e  company b r i e f i n g ?  

A. He j u s t  t o l d  us how many rounds t o  t a k e ,  who was 
ca r ry ing  what, and where w e  were going t o  be i n  t h e  company 
formation. 

Q. I t h i n k  you know t h a t  t h e  next  day t h e r e  were a 
l o t  of c i v i l i a n  r e s i d e n t s  of My L a i  ( 4 )  k i l l e d .  Did you 
have any i n d i c a t i o n  t h e  n i g h t  be fo re  t h a t  such a t h i n g  was 
going t o  happen? 

A. Never d i d .  

Q n  You j u s t  expected t h e  VC t o  be i n  t h e r e  and a 
hard  f i g h t ?  Is t h a t  it? 

A. That ' s  it. Tha t ' s  a l l  we were t o l d  t h a t  was t h e r e .  

(The recorder  hands t h e  aerial photograph and map, 
Exhib i t s  P-l and MAP-$, t o  t h e  wi tness . )  

(2 You have before you, Mr, H E I N ,  an enlarged  a e r i a l  
photograph of My L a i  ( 4 )  and t h e  v i c i n i t y .  Alongside it is  
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a L : 2 5 , 0 0 0  map which has been admitted i n t o  evidence a s  
Exh ib i t  MAP-4. The a e r i a l  photograph has a  s c a l e  of approxi-
mately 1 inch  equals  80 meters ,  and i t  is o r i e n t e d  s o  t h a t  
t h i s  is  nor th  ( i n d i c a t i n g )  and t h e  China Sea is  over here  
t o  the  e a s t .  This i s  My Lai  ( 4 )  h e r e  (po in t ing  t o  MAP-4) .  
Do you r e c a l l ,  t hen ,  what t h e  movement through My Lai ( 4 )  
was from w e s t  t o  e a s t ?  

A. Yes. 

Q e Could you t e l l  us j u s t  what happened, a s  f a r  as 
you know, a f t e r  you go t  ou t  of t h e  h e l i c o p t e r s  t h e r e  a t  t h e  
landing zone on t h e  morning of 1 6  March? 

A. Well, we s a t  around t h e r e  on t h e  ground t h e r e  
f o r  about 15 o r  20 minutes.  C h r i s t ,  they were shoot ing  a l l  
over.  There were h e l i c o p t e r s  , gunships,  and rocke t s  and 
j u s t  everyth ing  going. We didn 't know whether we were g e t t i n g  CV 

s n i p e r  f i r e  o r  what t h e  h e l l  was going on, because b u l l e t s  Cd 
3 

were r i c o c h e t t i n g ,  and I was p r e t t y  wel l  sca red .  It was t h e  
f i r s t  CA I had e v e r  made, s o  I k e p t  p r e t t y  w e l l  low. I wasn ' t  
about t o  j u m p  up and move any p lace .  Everybody e lse- -wel l ,  cc 
w e  were supposed t o  w a i t  f o r  headquarters  group, anyway, t o  'X 

move ou t .  So we waited and then  f i n a l l y  we g o t  t h e  order  t o  
move ou t  and it was r e a l  slow--

Q. ( In te rpos ing)  Let  me ask you a ques t ion .  Did 
you s e t  up your mortar there '? 

A. Yes. 

Q You had one mortar?  

A. Yes. 

Q Okay. Go ahead. 

A. We moved ou t  and went nor th  n o r t h e a s t  l i k e  and 
moved i n t o  a  corner  of t h e  v i l l a g e .  From t h e r e  we stopped 
and you know you go--you move and you s t o p  and you move and 
you s top .  Z 

Q Were you moving wi th  t h e  3d Platoon? 

A. We were r i g h t  behind t h e  headquar ters .  

12 Was t h e  3d Platoon behind you o r  ahead? 
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A. Behind. They were r e a r  s e c u r i t y .  Then we 
moved e a s t  and from t h e r e  j u s t  followed t h e  t r a i l  on a 
l i t t l e  broken o f f  pass through t h e  v i l l a g e  and j u s t  
burned down t h e  hootches and a l l  t h e  rice and evcryth ing  
u n t i l  w e  got--

& . ( In terpos ing)  Was t h e  mortar  p la toon helping 
out  i n  burning t h e  houses? 

A. Yes. 

Q 0 
During t h i s  t ime,  d i d  you s e e  a couple of engi-

neers  who were a t t ached  t o  t h e  company? They were demolit ion 
men, I understand, and they blew up a few houses and bunkers. 
Did you s e e  any of t h i s ?  

A, I d i d n ' t  s e e  them u n t i l  way up a t  t h i s  end 
(poin t ing  t o  a por t ion  of P -1 ) .  This one b i g  house he re ,  
they  t r i e d  t o  blow a window o u t ,  and they  blew t h e  whole 
s i d e  of t h e  house down, They g o t  laughed a t  a l i t t l e  b i t .  

Q. . We've had some testimony t h a t  t h e r e  were two 
engineers .  Do you remember them? Do you know t h e i r  
names? 

A. I d o n ' t  know t h e i r  ~laues,buL I know there t\7ers 
t w o  engineers .  

Q. Could you desc r ibe  them? We've had some 
testimony t h a t  one w a s  a Negro s o l d i e r  and t h e  o t h e r  was 
white .  The Negro was c a l l e d  "Hotshot. Do you r e c a l l  any 
of t h i s ?  

A. This "Hotshot,  " I ' v e  heard of him before .  
Because, you know, we used t o  have engineers  walking 
along with us every once i n  awhile blowing up s t u f f .  I 
can remember a guy named "Hotshot" though, 

Q s 
Let  I s  go back t o  where you were a t  t h e  beginning 

i n  t h e  v i l l a g e .  

A. Right. We j u s t  s t r a g g l e d  our  way, zigzagged 
back and f o r t h  going e a s t ,  u n t i l  we came o u t  on t h e  main 
t r a i l .  It  went over toward t h e  south s i d e  of t h e  v i l l a g e ,  
and then  we got kind of h e l d  up a b i t .  Somebody s a i d  t h e r e  
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was a dead man l ay ing  over  t h e r e .  I never seen  a dead human 
being before  i n  my l i f e ,  and I thought  I would t a k e  a s t r o l l  
on over t h e r e  and s e e  what it w a s  l i k e .  Some guy about 
4 5  years  o l d  had h a l f  h i s  head blown off. I n e a r l y  g o t  an 
upse t  stomach . 
Q Was t h i s  a l i t t l e  south  of t h e  c e n t e r  of the  
v i l l a g e ?  

A. Right.  J u s t  a l i t t l e  b i t .  Then we went over t o  
t h i s  l i t t l e  b u i l d i n g  t h a t  was kind of l i k e  a l i t t l e  break 
a r e a ,  and everybody h e l d  up and--

& - ( In te rpos ing)  And t h e  f i r i n g  l e t  up about hhis  
t ime? 

A. There was none a t  a l l .  There was j u s t  t h i s  one 
s h o t .  Then they  brouqht back t h i s  co lored  guy and h i s  
foot - - th is  guy got  s h o t  i n  t h e  foot. 

Q Was t h i s  CARTER? 

A. I guess so .  

8 The man's name was CARTER. Do you know what 
t ime t h i s  was? 

A. &lo idea. I never had a watch. 

Q Did you, a t  about t h i s  t ime,  h e a r  an o rde r  t o  
s t o p  t h e  shoot ing  o r  s t o p  t h e  k i l l i n g  and t h e  burning? 

A. Negative. 

Q You never heard t h a t ?  

A. Never. 

Q Okay. 

A. We just waited there untj-1. we  go t  the medevac i n .  
We s e t  up our--1 had t o  t ake  my squad and go o u t  a longside 
th is - -not  my squad, b u t  the  r e s t  of t h e  guys. The platoon 
se rgean t  wasn ' t  about ready t o  take us out  t h e r e  and d i r e c t  
us where t o  put  them, so he t o l d  me t o  do it. We set up 
ou t  here  f o r  t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  which was going t o  land.  

(HE I N )  8 APP T-128 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

Q- Secur i ty  f o r  t h e  d u s t o f f ?  

A. Right.  

Q e Did you have a man nmed  CORNWELL with you? 

A . Right.  

& Did you s e e  him t h i s  morning? 

A. Yes. He 's  j u s t  a s  ugly as  eve r .  

Q \ f i a t  d i d  you s e e  a f t e r  t h e  d u s t o f f ?  T e l l  us 
where you went and what you d id?  

A. Right.  Well, we went on t h a t  main t r a i l  and 
we s t a r t e d  t o  move up--

Q- ( In terpos ing)  E a s t  a l o n g  t h e  edge of t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

A. Right. The south edge of t h e  v i l l a g e .  There 
was a l i t t l e  curve t h e r e ,  and we came around t h e r e ,  and 
t h e r e  was a boy t h e r e  wi th  ' h i s  l e g  halfway o f f .  I t  looked 
l i k e  an a r t i l l e r y  job because I never seen  a r i f l e  do 
anything l i k e  t h a t .  I t  was impossible t o  do. 

(2 . You d o n s t  th ink  an M - 1 6  could have done t h a t ?  

A. Never. Not tear o f f  a whole l e g .  We g o t  down 
t h i s  t r a i l  and t h e r e  was about 15 people l ay ing  t h e r e  
(po in t ing  t o  a p o r t i o n  of Exhib i t  P-1) . 
9 - This was on t h e  t r a i l  l ead ing  south t o  t h e  cen te r  
of the  v i l l a g e ?  

A. Right.  

Q About how f a r  o u t  from t h e  edge of t h e  t r e e s  would 
you say t h i s  was? 

A. Halfway i n  between t h e s e  two, whatever t h a t  is. 

Q . One inch  on t h e r e  equals  about 80 meters .  

A, It was about 40 meters ,  then ,  

9 
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Q A l i t t l e  l a t e r ,  Major ZYCHOWSKI w i l l  show you some 
photographs, and w e  may have a photograph of t h a t .  Go r i g h t  
ahe ad. 

A. From'there w e  c u t  back up n o r t h ,  and we just zig-
zagged a l l .  t he  way through it, 

Q .  Before we  g e t  away from t h i s ,  d i d  you go up and 
look a t  t h i s  group of bodies? 

A. Negative. 

Q One ques t ion  we have is  j u s t  how t h e s e  people were 
k i l l e d :  whether they were k i l l e d  wi th  r i f l e  f i r e ,  gunship,  
o r  whatever, D o  you have any i d e a  about t h a t ?  Did anybody 
g ive  you m y  i d e a  as t o  how they were k i l l e d ?  

A. No i d e a  a t  a l l .  

Q o :.. ' - They were j u s t  t h e r e ?  

Right. 

Q . Please  go ahead as  t o  what you d i d  next .  

A. We were j u s t  going nor th  and zigzagging nor th ,  
n o r t h e a s t ,  and we came up t o  t h i s  one h u t .  I n s i d e  t h e r e  was 
a woizaii an2 a l i t t l e  girl that %;as dszd. Thc h ~ n s cwas 
p r e t t y  we l l  blown a p a r t ,  you know. I donDt know what h i t  
t h a t ,  b u t  I just took a peek and turned around and backed 
o u t  again.  There was a guy l ay ing  ou t s ide .  He was about 
60  years  o ld .  He was j u s t  l ay ing  t h e r e ,  and he was dead. 
We went on, and a l i t t l e  b i t  w e s t  t h e r e  were two l i t t l e  
g i r l s  on t h e  one main t r a i l .  They were cry ing  and t h e  pla-
toon se rgean t  had them. I guess Lieutenant  LACROSS gave 
them t o  him. 

Q e Sergeant MARONEY? 

A. Right.  Then, they come down t o  me, and they f o l -
lowed me around f o r  awhile. It  wasnvt t o o  much--I had t o  
ca r ry  t h a t  bipod,  and I was g e t t i n g  t i r e d .  I would s t o p  and 
throw it down and s i t  down a l i t t l e  while and r e s t  because 
everyth ing  was going s o  slow. The whole mortar  platoon 
s p l i t  up and was searching  and looking f o r  r i f l e s  and s t u f f  
l i k e  t h a t .  We a l l  got  back t o g e t h e r ,  and we come up t o  
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t h e  e a s t  s i d e  of t h e  v i l l a g e ,  and w e  took our  d inner  break 
the re .  T h a t ' s  when t h e  engineers  t r i e d  t o  blow t h i s  
window out  i n  t h e  bu i ld ing  cause t h e  doors were a l l  
blocked up. They were t r y i n g  t o  g e t  i n s i d e  s o  they  blew 
down t h e  whole s i d e  of it txying t o  g e t  ou t  a window. 

Q - I t h i n k  you s e t  up your mortar, initially, ou.+ 
i n  t h e  landing zone. Did you eve r  set  it up anytime 
a f t e r  t h a t  when you go t  through t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

A. Not till when we go t  t o  t h e  graveyard t h a t  n igh t .  

& I see .  Did t h e  mortar  p la toon t a k e  any p r i soners  
t h a t  morning? • 

A. Yes. I fo rgo t  t h a t .  I d id .  I g o t  one guy ou t  
of a t u n n e l  j u s t  a f t e r  we c u t  back i n  on t h i s  t r a i l .  I 
was j u s t  going through everyth ing  and t i p p i n g  up s t u f f  and 
a l l  of a sudden I heard this  hootenany s t u f f ,  t h i s  Viet- 
namese i n  t h e  way they t a l k ,  and t h a t  sca red  t h e  h e l l  out  
of me .  This was t h e  f i r s t  t ime,  you know--I was going 
through t h i s  s t u f f  and a l l  of a sudden t h i s  Vietnamese 
s t a r t e d  t a l k i n g  and this o l d  guy was s t and ing  t h e r e  l i k e  
he was praying t o  me. I was shaking. I took him t o ,  you 
know, headquarters  and g ive  him t o  Roger MURRAY. Tha t ' s  
the l a s t  t i m e  I ever  seen him. 

Q a 
Roger MURRAY was one of MEDINA's  RTO ' s ?  

A. Yes. They took care  05 him. 

Q . Did you s e e  any o t h e r  p r i soners  t aken  by t h e  
mortar  platoon t h a t  morning, o r  any o t h e r  c i v i l i a n s  
being de ta ined?  

A. . N o t  by mortar .  W e  were.mostly looking f o r  
r i f l e s  and s t u f f ;  something t o  take  home. 

& a 
Did you s e e  any o t h e r  p r i s o n e r s  taken  t h a t  

morning? 

A. We had a bunch of them s i t t i n g  down a t  the end 
where w e  a t e  d inner .  Captain MEDINA t o l d  t h e  i n t e r p r e t e r  
t o  tell t h e  people t o  g e t  a l l  t h e i r  s t u f f  t o g e t h e r  and-- 

Q . ( In terpos ing)  This  was  a f t e r  t h e  f i r i n g  had 
stopped? 
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A. There h a d n ' t  been f i r i n g  s i n c e  w e  moved i n t o  
t h e  v i l l a g e ,  n o t  that I can r e c a l l .  Most of t h e  f i r i n g  
w a s  when w e  were s i t t i n g  o u t  h e r e  i n  t h e  r i c e  paddies ,  

Q I s e e ,  Even back be fo re  you moved i n  the 
f i r i n g  had, stopped? 

A. Pretty w e l l .  Nothing hardly.  And t h e  gunsh ips ,  
they were a11 gone. 

Q During your break f o r  chow a t  t h e  e a s t  end of 
t h e  v i l l a g e ,  d id  you s e e  a h e l i c o p t e r  land ou t  i n  the 
r i c e  paddy? 

A. I c a n ' t  r e c a l l  t h a t  one a t  a l l .  

& Did you s e e  any o t h e r  groups of bodies  bes ides  
t h e  group on t h e  t r a i l  l ead ing  south?  

A. There were some h e r e  i n  t h i s  d i t c h  (po in t ing  
t o  a p o i n t  on Exh ib i t  P-1) . This was a f t e r  w e  moved out  
of t h e  v i l l a g e .  

Q. You are i n d i c a t i n g  a p o i n t  e a s t  of t h e  v i l l a g e
and across  t h e  r i c e  paddy and i n  t h e  edge of some t r e e s  
t h e r e .  Is t h a t  c o r r e c t ?  

A. R i ~ h t .  A f t e r  w e  ' t ~ l d811. these c i v i l i a n s  t o  
get ou t  of t h e r e ,  we moved across--

Q. ( In te rpos ing)  Did you s e e  t h e  bodies  i n  t h e  
d i t c h ?  

A. Y e s .  

Q Could you e s t i m a t e  how many there were? 

A. I didn't even--just one peek i s  a l l  I took.  

Q How d i d  you happen t o  go t h e r e ?  D i d  somebody 
t e i i  you about it? 

A. No. W e  moved out  and--

Q- ( In te rpos ing)  That was j u s t  i n  your d i r e c t i o n  
of movement? 
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A. I b e l i e v e  Captain IUDINA from t h e  headquar ters  
s e c t i o n  was t h e r e .  

&- Did you know Captain MICKIlES of  Bravo Company? 

A. I knew him--well, n o t  pe r sona l ly ,  b u t  I had 
seen him around. 

Q Do you remember t h e  events  of t h e  nex t  2 days,
t h e  17th  and 18th  of March? 

A. Well, we j u s t  moved t h e  nex t  day toward t h e  
r i v e r .  

Q e  
 Did you move south  toward t h e  r i v e r ?  

A. We moved some way toward t h e  r i v e r ,  and w e  k e p t  
going through l i t t l e  v i l l a g e s  along t h e  way. Captain 
MEDINA came up and t o l d  us t o  g e t  t h e  people t o g e t h e r  
and t e l l  them t o  move o u t  of t h e  a rea .  I t h i n k  they  d id .  

8 Was t h e r e  any r e p e t i t i o n  of t h e  k i l l i n g  of0 

c i v i l i a n s  a s  t h e r e  had been i n  My Lai ( 4 )  ? 

A. To t e l l  you t h e  t r u t h ,  I never saw a c i v i l i a n  
s h o t  over t h e r e .  

Q - I understand. B u t  you d id  s e e  bodies  and 
you know t h e r e  were people.  s h o t .  Is t h a t  c o r r e c t ?  

A. Right. 

Q e  Was t h e r e  anything l i k e  t h a t  on t h e  17 th?  

A. Negative. 

(2. How about t h e  houses a s  you went along? Were 
they  a l l  burning? 

A. They a l l  stood. W e  just went r i g h t  toward t h e  
river, w e  got  r i g h t  to t h d s  l i t t l e  vi i l age - - t t  bad 
t o  be t h i s  one he re  (po in t ing  t o  a p lace  on Exhibi t  P-1) . 
We moved o u t  and back down. Right t o  t h e  edge of t h a t ,  we 
caught a woman, and she was a nurse .  You could t e l l  t h a t  
she was one of these  V i e t  Cong nurses .  Her f e e t  were a l l  
t o r n  up from t h e  mountains and walking you know. I t h i n k  
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he was a commander t h a t  w e  had 'captured. There was an ARVN 
t h a t  had turned  V i e t  Cong and another  guy about 30 years  o l d ,  
They were sca red  as a l l  h e l l ,  a s  I remember, except  for t h e  
commander. He thought he was r e a l l y  something. When they 
brought them a l l  i n ,  they  had--they t r i e d  t o  g e t  behind u s ,  
and we had gone through a l r e a d y p  and t h e  platoon fol lowing 
us--they s t a r t e d  running  back. The 1st  Platoon s m  them run-
ning back, stopped them, and t i e d  them wi th  bamboo behind 
t h e i r  heads s o  t h a t  they  c o u l d n ' t  run ,  you know. Then, Cap-
tall? MEDINA s t a r t e d  ques t ioning  them. He's a very persuas ive  
man when he wants someone t o  t a l k .  He g o t  th is - - I  t h i n k  he 
was a co lonel  o r  some commander t o  talk--he placed him a g a i n s t  
a tree and s h o t  above h i s  head. He k e p t  on coming c l o s e r  
and c l o s e r  t o  h i s  head and f i n a l l y  he go t  r e a l  c l o s e  t o  
him, and he backed o f f .  Like he r e a l l y  makes you be l i eve  
he i s  going t o  do something. H e  wasn ' t  going t o  t a l k  
b u t  when Captain MEDINA pu l l ed  back and he aimed, he 
s t a r t e d  t a l k i n g  l i k e  a l l  h e l l  because he  could f e e l  those 
b u l l e t s  coming c l o s e r  and c l o s e r .  

&s Captain MEDINA descr ibed  t h a t  when he was i n  
here. 

A. The whole company thought  it was very  amusing 
and laughed and ho l l e red .  Then we chased t h i s  one up a 
t ree t o  g e t  c o e ~ n u t s .  They zre gas6 a t  c l i : A i ~ ~UF 2 t r e s  
t o  g e t  coconuts . 
Q.  Do you remember being l i f t e d  o u t  t h e  next  day 
on t h e  1 8 t h  and going back t o  Landing Zone Dot t i e?  

A. We moved back across  t h e  r i v e r  and a s  soon as 
w e  g o t  across  t h e  r i v e r  and we  went ac ross  a d i k e .  It 
w a s n ' t  t o o  much f a r t h e r  then  t h a t  we g o t  l i f t e d  ou t .  

Q When you g o t  t o  Landing Zone D o t t i e ,  d i d  a 
f i e l d  grade o f f i c e r  come o u t  and t a l k  t o  you o r  o t h e r s  t h a t  
had been on t h e  l i f t  w i t h  you? 

A, Nobody ever  t a l k e d  t o  m e .  

8. A f e w  days l a t e r ,  do you remember Captain MEDINA 
c a l l i n g  t h e  company t o g e t h e r  and saying t h a t  t h e r e  was an 
i n v e s t i g a t i o n  of My Lai  ( 4 )  going on? 

A. I can't remember anything like t h a t .  
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& Did anybody e v e r  t e l l  you t o  keep q u i e t  about 
what went on i n  My Lai  ( 4 )  ? 

A. J u s t  a rumor t h a t  they  were i n v e s t i g a t i n g  o r  
something was going on, some b i g  d e a l .  Captain MEDINA s a i d ,  
you know, t h a t  w e  g o t  a l e t t e r  of cornmendation from 
General WESTMORELAND and everybody was r e a l  happy. 
W e  must have done something good f o r  him. That was about 
a l l  I e v e r  heard about the  p lace .  

Q. Nobody e v e r  came and t a l k e d  t o  you about My Lai  
( 4 )  ? 

A. I had enough t r o u b l e s  with t h a t  s t u p i d  squad 
o f  mine. 

Q e  
A s  fa r  as you know, d i d  anyone come and t a l k  

t o  anyone i n  t h e  mortar  platoon o r  company? 

A. Not i n  t h e  mortar  p la toon.  I ' m  p r e t t y  s u r e .  

Q Apart from t h e  bodies  you saw, when d i d  you 
r e a l i z e  t h a t  a l o t  of people had been k i l l e d  i n  My Lai  ( 4 ) ?  

A. Well, when we g o t  on t h i s  t r a i l ,  i n  between 
t h a t  and t h e  d i t c h  was about t h e  only--except f o r  a few 
lay ing  around i n  t h e  v i l l a g e .  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  t h e r e  was t h a t  
many though. They say i n  t h e  papers ,  you know, 470.  I 
d o n ' t  think--

Q * ( In te rpos ing)  About how many dead people do 
you th ink  you saw a l l  t oge the r?  

Q D i d  you r e a l i z e ,  o r  d i d  anybody t e l l  you l a t e r  
on,  t h a t  more people than  t h a t  were k i l l e d ,  i n  f a c t  q u i t e  
a few more? 

A. Not over t h e r e .  

Q The men of t h e  company d i d n ' t  t a l k  about it \ 

much af terward? 

~ o b o d yd i d ,  realLy. 
9; 
, . . -
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Q Did it s t r i k e  you as unusual t h a t  s o  many 
c i v i l i a n s  would be k i l l e d ?  

A. N o .  

Q - But you expected a hard  f i g h t  i n  t h e r e ,  and it had 
not  happened. 

A. Not t h a t  I know o f .  

&- Did anybody i n  t h e r e  shoot  a t  you? 

A. When we  were coming i n ,  t h e  doorgunner next  t o  
t h e  door leaned over  and s a i d  he s h o t  a VC wi th  a r i f l e .  
I thought t h a t  the VC were firing and t h e  LZ was h o t .  

Q e  On the ground i n  t h e  v i l l a g e ,  was t h e r e  any
r e s i s t a n c e  a t  a l l ?  

A. I d o n ' t  t h i n k  so .  With a l l  t h e  shoo t ing  and 
s t u f f  going on, you d o n ' t  know what t h e  h e l l .  With t h e  
gunships c u t t i n g  l o o s e ,  you d o n ' t  know where you are going 
h a l f  t h e  time. 

Q Do you have any idea why so many c i v i l i a n s  were 
k i l l e d  t h e r e  a t  My Lai  ( 4 1 ?  

A. No i d e a  a t  a l l .  

Q e  Was it your impression t h a t  Captain MEDINA had 
ordered t h i s  done? 

A. No. Captain MEDINA never  s h o t  a p r i s o n e r  a l l  -&he 
time he was over  t h e r e .  A l o t  of cap ta ins  had a p r a c t i c e ,  
you know, they  ca tch  somebody, and they  don' t want t o  t ake  
them along,  and they  shoot  them. But Captain MEDINA j u s t  
l i k e d  t o  drag  them along and put them o u t  i n  f r o n t  of t h e  
company t o  l ead  us through minef i e lds  and s t u f f  l i k e  t h a t .  

Q e This i n c i d e n t  d i d n ' t  becone known back i n  t h e  
Department of the Amy u n t i l  A p r i l  1 9 6 9 .  Apparently, what 
happened t h e r e  was n o t  o f f i c i a l l y  r epor ted  through t h e  chain 
of con-iand t h e  way th ings  u s u a l l y  are,  Do you have any idea  
why r e p o r t s  w e r e  n o t  made on what happened t h e r e ?  

A. I was only a squad leader t r y i n g  t o  keep f ive  men 
toge the r .  

(MEIN) 
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a- Did you e v e r  hea r  anything about a coverup? 

A. Never. Af te r  we moved out  of here .we went n o r t h ,  
and I t h i n k  we had a l i t t l e  more problems t h e r e  than  w e  d i d  
he re .  

Q. I f  t h e r e  had been an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  a t  t h e  t i m e  
and somebody had come around from brigade o r  d i v i s i o n  and 
talcen s ta tements  from t h e  men, do you t h i n k  they  would have 
found o u t  what happened t h e r e  t h a t  day? 

A. I suppose they  would have, b u t  they  c o u l d n ' t  
have found out  noth ing  from t h e  mor tars .  This was our  f i rst  
t i n e ,  and we d i d n ' t  know whether t h i s  happened every  t ime 
they  went i n  o r  what. 

Q 0 
Did you t h i n k  t h i s  might have been t h e  way it was 

a l l  t h e  time? 

A.  We d i d n ' t  know. We didn' t make t o o  many CA's 
i n  v i l l a g e s .  

Q. M r .  H E I N ,  can you t h i n k  of anything t h a t  w e  
h a v e n ' t  touched on t h a t  would h e l p  us i n  our  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  
i n  determining what happened t h a t  day, whether t h e  
i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  were adequate ,  and whether t h e r e  was any 
coverup? I f  you can t h i n k  of anything we would a p p r e c i a t e
lKnow.jIiij i k. 

A. There i s n ' t  t o o  much. Half of t h i s  s t u f f  you 
g o t  t o  keep away from t h e  papers ,  l i k e  t h e  way i t  a l l  g o t  
b u i l t  up. 

Q I do have one o t h e r  ques t ion .  I n  November, 
t h e  newspapers were s p e c u l a t i n g  t h a t  perhaps some of t h e  
men of t h e  company were under t h e  i n f l u e n c e  of mari juana 
t h a t  morning i n  My Lai ( 4 ) .  Do you lcnow anything about 
t h a t ?  

A. That 's  a "no" on t h a t .  Never. 

a Was t h e r e  a mari juana problem i n  t h e  company
of  any propor t ions?  

A. Every once i n  a whi le  somebody would l a y  t h e i r  
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hands on it and sneak around,  b u t  t h a t ' s  n a t u r a l  i n  about 
every company over  t h e r e .  

Q Did you know of  any men going i n t o  combat under Q 

t h e  i n f l u e n c e  of mari juana? 

A. I t h i n k  everybody wants t o  g e t  home. I t h i n k  
t h a t  was k ind  of r i d i c u l o u s  of them s a y i n g  w e  were 
probably under-- 

Q - ( I n t e r p o s i n g ) .  Do you remember s e e i n g  t h a t  i n  t h e  ' 

papers?  

A. Y e s .  

M r .  HEIN, w e  very much a p p r e c i a t e  your  coming i n  
t h i s  morning and t a l k i n g  t o  u s .  I r e a l i z e  i t s  been q u i t e  an 
inconvenience,  b u t  you have been h e l p f u l  t o  u s ,  and we a r e  very  
g r a t e f u l .  Thank you very much. I f  you w i l l ,  s t a y  w i th  Major 
ZYCHOWSKI, and he  w i l l  show you some photographs and p a p e r s ,  

The h e a r i n g  w i l l  be  r eces sed .  

(The h e a r i n g  r e c e s s e d  a t  1135 hour s ,  1 0  January 
1970.) 

(The h e a r i n g  reconvened a t  1155 hour s ,  1 0  January 
1970. ) 

KAJ ZYCHOWSKI: The h e a r i n g  w i l l  come t o  o r d e r .  

( P r e s e n t  du r ing  t h e  h e a r i n g  w e r e  Major ZYCHOWSKI, 
M r .  H E I N ,  and t h e  r e p o r t e r . )  

MAJ ZYCHOWSKI: M r .  H E I N ,  t h i s  p o r t i o n  of  t h e  i n t e r r o g a t i o n  
w i l l  be one of  t r y i n g  t o  t r a c e  your s t e p s  through My Lai ( 4 )  
and  a l s o  t o  have you look through some photographs  and t r y  
and s e e  i f  you can recognize  t h e  persons  t h a t  a r e  on t h e s e  
photographs .  

I n  f r o n t  of you i s  an a e r i a l  photograph ( E x h i b i t  
P-1) of  M y  L a i  ( 4 )  and i t s  sur rounding  a r e a .  What I would 
l i k e  you t o  do i s  t o  trace t h e  r o u t e s  t h a t  you took  through 
My L a i  ( 4 )  s t a r t i n g  with t h e  t i m e  t h a t  you landed  a t  t h e  
LZ . 
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T h e  annotated ae r ia l  photog-raph was later on 
e n t e r e d '  i n t o  t h e  record  as Exh ib i t  P-155. ) 

Can you show me t h e  approximate area of the LZ 
(showing the witness  t h e  a e r i a l  photograph of t h e  My L a i  ( 4 )  
area)? 

A. Y e s ,  here ( i n d i c a t i n g )  . 
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MAJ ZYCIIOWSKI: P o i n t  1.on t h e  map 
w i l l  i n d i c a t e  t h e  a r e a  of t h e  LZ. 

( l a t e r  Exh ib i t  P-155) 

P o i n t  2 w i l l  i n d i c a t e  t h e  approximate a rea  where 
he  saw P r i v a t e  ARCOREN throw t h e  grenade 'into the  bunker. 

f 

P o i n t  3 denotes  t h e  approximate a r e a  where 
M r .  H E I N  saw t h e  f i r s t  dead person. 

P o i n t  4 w i l l  i n d i c a t e  where M r .  
break whi le  w a i t i n g  f o r  t h e  d u s t o f f .  

H E I N  took h i s  

t h e  
Po in t  5 w i l l  i n d i c a t e  t h e  approximate a r e a  where 

dustof f h e l i c o p t e r  landed. 

P o i n t  6 i n d i c a t e s  t h e  approximate a r e a  where M r .  
H E I N  saw 15  dead bodies  l y i n g  on t h e  nor th  - south  t r a i l  
which is  loca ted  on t h e  south s i d e  of My Lai ( 4 ) .  

C-j 
CY: 
zj-

M r .  H E I N  
Po in t  7 i n d i c a t e s  t h e  approximate a r e a  where 

captured  one VC suspect .  

P o i n t  8 i n d i c a t e s  t h e  approximate a r e a  where 
M r .  H E I N  saw t h e  dead woman' and c h i l d  i n  t h e  house and an 
e l d e r l y  man on t h e  o u t s i d e .  

lunch. 
P o i n t  9 i n d i c a t e s  t h e  p l a c e  where M r .  H E I N  a t e  

P o i n t  1 0  i n d i c a t e s  t h e  approximate a r e a  where M r .  
H E I N  observed a group of bodies .  He es t ima tes  t h e r e  were 
approximately 20 bodies  i n  a d i t c h .  

M r .  H E I N ,  I now show you those photographs 
t h a t  I gave you p r i o r  t o  t h i s  in terv iew t h a t  you have s e l e c t -  
ed on some b a s i s  of r ecogn i t ion .  P lease  give me a l l  of t h e  
infoxmation t h a t  you can concerning each photograph. 

Q. Photograph P-6. What do you recognize t h e r e ?  

A. CARTER. 

Q - CARTER is which one? 

A.  The colored guy. 
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Q; The one loolting up i n  t h e  c e n t e r  of t h e  p i c t u r e ?  

A .  Right. 

& 9 
Do you recognize anyone e l s e ?  

0 0 
Do you recognize t h e  scene as being i n  M y  Lai  

(41.2 

A. T h a t ' s  t h e  only p l a c e  he was e v e r  h i t  a t .  

A. Captain MEDINA. 

Q MEDINA is  t h e  o f f i c e r  i n  . t h e  r i g h t  back cen te r?  
He has t h e  c a p t a i n ' s  bars on h i s  helmet? 

Q - Who e l s e  do you' recognize? 

A, Sergeant  MURRAY next  t o  him. 

Q e Next t o  MEDLNA1's immediate r i g h t ?  

A. Y e s .  

Q. D o  you know t h i s  person? 

A. I f o r g e t  h i s  name. He's c a l l e d  "Me" 

Q e  
This scene i n  P-8 would be down by p o i n t  4 t h a t  

you drew on the map. Is t h i s  c o r r e c t ?  

A. Yes, sir. 

Q Is this t h e  bu i ld ing  t h a t  the engineers  t r i e d  t o  
blow up? 

A. We al ready walked through it. It was a l r eady  
blown up and everything.  

Q e  Photo P-13. What do you recognize t h e r e ?  

23 
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A. Sergeant  MARONEY. 

Q 0 
Sergeant  MARONEY i s  t h e  second person from t h e  

r i g h t  without  t h e  helmet on? 

A. Right.  Also,  Sergeant  PHU. 

Q Sergeant  PHU i s  t o  h i s  r i g h t ?  

Right. I t h i n k  a l s o  PFC FLYNN. 

Next t o  him is who you b e l i e v e  t o  be FLYNN? 

A. Right.  Also Sergeant  FAGAN. 

Q - In the extreme r e a r  of t h e  p i c t u r e  is t h e  i n d i v i -
dual  you i d e n t i f i e d  a s  S p e c i a l i s t  Five FAGAN, who i s  now 0 

S t a f f  Sergeant  FAGAN. Do you recognize anyone else? 3 
3-

A. Tha t ' s  a l l .  
a 

I f o r g o t  t o  mention something on t h e  map. Right CY 

a f t e r  w e  pu l l ed  out  from p o i n t  4 on t h e  map, it was n o t  very 
f a r  down, we stopped before  t h i s  north-south t r a i l ,  where i t  
comes out .  Something sca red  somebody, and he s h o t  t h i s  one 
male o f f  t o  t h e  s i d e  here .  (The witness  i n d i c a t e s  a p o i n t  
on t h e  photo, Exhib i t  P-155 .) 

Q Could you p o i n t  t o  where it is loca ted  approximate-
l y  on t h e  map? 

A. Right he re  ( i n d i c a t i n g )  . 
Q - You say  you were going i n  from p o i n t  4 which i s  
i n  t h e  southern p a r t  of t h e  v i l l a g e  h e r e ,  t h a t  a Vietnamese 
male moved i n  t h e  shrubbery,  and i t  scared everyone. Is 
t h a t  c o r r e c t ?  

A. We d i d n ' t  s ee  it when it happened, bu t  s h o t s  were 
f i r e d  and I guess they must have sca red  somebody. A l l  of a 
sudden -L-here were some s h o t s .  Then, we went  over t o  see what 
was going on. 

Q Did you observe the i n d i v i d u a l ?  

A. No, I was walking along the  t r a i l  when he was s h o t .  
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Did anyone go over t o  check and look at. t h e  body? 

A. We were s i t t i n g  t h e r e  f o r  a couple of minutes .  I 
d o n ' t  know i f  anyone checked o r  no t .  I c o u l d n ' t  s ee  what 
happened. It was r i g h t  back i n  h e r e  ( i n d i c a t i n g ) .  

MAJ ZYCHOWSKI: Po in t  11 on t h e  map will indicate approxLm;tely 
where t h e  Vietnamese male was sho t .  Now, what do you recognize 

A. That 's Sergeant  LOPEZ. 

Q What i s  he doing? 0 

A. Cu t t ing  down corn ,  

A. Tha t ' s  t h e  graveyard where we laagered  i n  f o r  t h e  
n igh t .  

A. Tha t ' s  t h e  same p lace  w e  saw on the map h e r e  where 
t h e  people were k i l l e d  on t h e  trail. 

Q .  P-41 i s  a group of people t h a t  you saw and that 
you l i s t e d  a s  p o i n t  number 6 on t h e  map? 

A. Right.  

A. T h a t ' s  where I seen t h e  people, h e r e  on p o i n t  
number 1 0  on t h e  map. 

(2. This i s  number 1 0  t h a t  you a l ready  i n d i c a t e d  on 
t h e  map. Is t h a t  c o r r e c t ?  

A, Right.  

Q. M r .  H E I N ,  i f  every th ing  ' t h a t  was p u t  on t h e  map 
i s  c o r r e c t ,  I would l i k e  t o  ask you a t  t h i s  t ime i f  you 
would s i g n  your name below t h e  p o r t i o n  h e r e  t h a t  i s  l i s t e d  
as being prepared from memory on 10  January 1970? 
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A. Right .  (The w i t n e s s  signed h i s  name on the a e r i a l  
photograph.  ) 

MAS ZYCHOWSKI: The a e r i a l  photograph t h a t  was p repa red  from 
memory a t  Washington, D. C . ,  on 1 0  January 1.9 70 by M r .  H E I N  
and s igned  by him i s  e n t e r e d  i n t o  t h e  r e c o r d  a s  E x h i b i t  P-155. 

M r .  H E I N ,  when d i d  you j o i n  C / 1 / 2 0 ?  

A. I n  August 21 ,  1966. 

Q. Where w a s  it l o c a t e d ?  

A. Hawaii. I w a s  t h e  1 4 t h  member of t h e  company. 

Q. While you w e r e  i n  Hawaii and p r i o r  t o  going t o  
Vietnam, d i d  t h e  company have any t r a i n i n g  t h a t  d e a l t  w i t h  
t h e  t r e a t m e n t  of p r i s o n e r s  of w a r  and noncombatants? 

A,  The company was f u l l y  up t o  s t r e n g t h  u n t i l  2 
weeks p r i o r  t o  going t o  Vietnam. W e  were always unde r s t r eng th  
u n t i l  w e  were t o l d  t h a t  w e  were going t o  Vietnam, and t h e n  they  
s t a r t e d  t o  b r i n g  i n  people .  

Q - P r i o r  t o  going then ,  you had some k i n d  of t r a i n i n g ?  

A,  Y e s ,  

Q - Do you know i f  you had any t r a i n i n g  on t h e  
t r e a t m e n t  of p r i s o n e r s  of w a r  and noncombatants? 

A.  Yes .  I 

Q - Do you r e c a l l  approximately  how much t r a i n i n g
you r ece ived ,  i n  hours?  

A. I c o u l d n ' t  t e l l  you how many hours .  

Q. Upon your  a r r i v a l  i n  Vietnam, d i d  you r e c e i v e  any 
a d d i t i o n a l  t r a i n i n g ?  

A .  W e  went  - t o  Duc Pho by t r u c k ,  and f o r  t h e  nex t  3 
days we were f i x i n g  up bunkers a t  LZ Carantan.  You could  
almost  say  w e  were o u t  i n  t h e  f i e l d  24  hours  a f t e r  w e  
a r r i v e d  i n  Vietnam. 

Q - So, a c t u a l l y ,  upon a r r i v a l  i n  Vietnam, you r e c e i v e d  
no a d d i t i o n a l  t r a i n i n g  i n  t h e  t r e a t m e n t  of p r i s o n e r s  of war 
and noncombatants? 
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A. No. 

2 M r .  H E I N ,  I show you Exh ib i t  M-2 which i s  e n t i t l e d ,  
"Nine Rules" and M-3 which is  e n t i t l e d ,  "The Enemy i n  your 
Hands, " I ask you, have you e v e r  seen  o r  have you e v e r  been 
i s s u e 3  6 c ~ 2 . ycf these fc~ms? 

A. These copies h e r e  I s t i l l  g o t  a t  home some place .  

Q. You were i s sued  cards s i m i l a r  t o  t h e s e  exhibi ts?  

A. Y e s .  

4. Were they i s sued  t o  you in Hawaii o r  upon your 
arrival i n  Vietnam? 

A. I n  Hawaii a t  t h e  same time w e  drew uniforms. 

Q - Were you given any t r a i n i n g ,  o r  d i d  anyone d i scuss  
t h e s e  p a r t i c u l a r  cards with you? 

A, Well, we were always t o l d  about t h e  Geneva Convention 
stuff. 

fi 
II DG yon rmernE3eu t h ~ t ?  

4. Yes, 

&. Did you carry t h e s e  cards with you wh i l e  you were 
in V i e t n a m ?  

A. They would g e t  wet. I had some p u t  away f o r  
souveni rs .  Most of t h e  guys had p l a s t i c  around t h e i r  
billfolds so t h a t  the s t u f f  i n  them wouldn ' t  g e t  wet. 

g o  When you were i s sued  t h e s e  cards i n  Hawaii, were 
t h e  o t h e r  members of your company i s s u e d  t h e s e  c a r d s ,  too?  

A. Yes, b u t  some of tlzern were not t h e r e .  We picked 
t h e s e  up dur ing  t h e  l a s t  week or  two. 

Q Do you r e c a l l  when these cards were given t o  you? 
Were they given t o  a d d i t i o n a l  personnel  w i t h i n  Char l i e  
Company as they came i n ?  
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A. When they  came i n .  When t h e  r e s t  of t h e  personnel  
came i n  t o  f i l l  up the company, these cards  were t h e n  i s sued  
t o  t h e  company. 

Q . Again, this was p r i o r  t o  your depar t ing  f o r  
Vietnam? 

Right.  

Q =  M r .  H E I N ,  is  t h e r e  anything e l s e ,  o r  any f u r t h e r  
informat ion ,  t h a t  you could g i v e  me which would be b e n e f i c i a l  
t o  General PEERS and t h i s  group i n  e n l i g h t e n i n g  us as t o  
what happened a t  Pay Lai  ( 4 )  ? 

A .  You've g o t  about a l l  of it. Tha t ' s  about a s  f a r  
as I can g e t  t o  what happened. 

MAJ ZYCHOWSKI: M r .  H E I N ,  w e  apprec ia te  your coming i n  and 
g iv ing  us t h i s  information.  Should you f i n d  any o t h e r  
documents, maps, t ape  recordings ,  o r  anything t h a t  you may 
have s e n t  home o r  brought  wi th  you which you f e e l  might be 
b e n e f i c i a l  t o  t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  we would s i n c e r e l y  appre- 
c i a t e  your l e t t i n g  us know about it. I ' d  j u s t  l i k e  t o  re-
emphasize what M r .  WEST t o l d  you e a r l i e r .  W e  ask t h a t  you 
no t  d i scuss  t h e  My Lai i n c i d e n t  with any o t h e r  persons who 
may have been connected with t h i s  i n c i d e n t  i n  any way. 
Again, t h i s  r eques t  d o e s n ' t  apply,  of course ,  i f  . . you a r e  re-
q u i r e 2  to Giscnss t h e  case i n  al;y eom2eter.t a & r l ~ ~ s t r - t i v e ,  
j u d i c i a l ,  o r  l e g i s l a t i v e  proceedings.  

D o  you have anything f u r t h e r  t o  o f f e r ?  

A. No. 

MAJ ZYCHOWSKI: Thank you f o r  coming. The hea r ing  w i l l  be 
recessed.  

(The hea r ing  recessed a t  1305 hours ,  1 0  January 
1970.) 
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SUMMARY OF TESTIMONY 

WITNESS: JOLLY, Joe T.  

DATE O F  TESTIMONY: 3 3 anuary i9 7'0 

PLACE OF TESTIMONY: Pentagon 

WITNESS SUSPECTED OF: Rape 

COUNSEL: None 

DUTY ASSIGNMENT ON 1 6  MARCH 1968: Sergeant ,  2d Platoon,  
C /1 /20 ,  Forward Observer f o r  t h e  Mortar Platoon.  

1. PRIOR T R A I N I N G  I N  RULES OF LAND WARFAW. 

I n  an unsecured a r e a ,  he knew they were t o  f i r e  a 
warning s h o t  and y e l l ,  "Stop" a t  any running Vietnamese 
(pgs. 7 ,  8)  . I n  a secure  a r e a  i f  someone was running from 
them, they  would n o t  t e l l  them t o  s t o p .  He explained bhis  
t o  mean, c r i t i c a l  suspec t s ,  who were running f a s t  and were 
dressed  i n  khaki o r  black uniforms (pg, 8)  . General ly ,  i f  
they had someone f l e e i n g ,  they would simply c a l l  back t o  
t h e i r  u n i t  commander and desc r ibe  t h e  person f l e e i n g  (pg. 8) . 
2 .  PREOPERATIONAL PLANS AND BRIEFINGS. 

He f i r s t  heard of t h e  planned a s s a u l t  on My Lai t h r e e  
o r  four  days a f t e r  they re turned  t o  LZ ~ o t t i efrom a mine-
f i e l d  (pg. 4 )  , H i s  d e s c r i p t i o n  of t h e  day i n  the  minef ie ld  
i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  t h e  second p la toon was separa ted  from t h e  r e s t  
of  t h e  company t h a t  day. He heard r e p o r t s  from o t h e r  
people t h a t  t h e  mines were command detonated (pg. 4 )  . He 
d i d  n o t  th ink  t h a t  they were command detonated because 
they had n o t  seen anyone i n  t h e  a r e a  f o r  q u i t e  some time 
(pgs. 4 ,  5 )  . He thought t h a t  t h e r e  were 2 2  c a s u a l t i e s ,  
inc luding  seven dead (pg.  5 ) .  There was a memorial s e r v i c e  
f o r  t h e  seven men who d ied  conducted by Major K I S S I N G E R ,  t h e i r  
chapla in  i n  Hawaii (pg. 5 ) .  This was followed i n  t h e  l a t e r  
p a r t  of t h e  af ternoon by Captain M E D I N A 1 s  b r i e f i n g  (pg. 5 ) . 
MEDINA t o l d  them t h e  v i l l a g e  was a VC s t ronghold and t h e i r  
mission was t o  search  and des t roy  it (pg. 6 ) .  A s  p a r t  of 
t h e  search  and des t roy ,  they were t o  go through and p o l i c e  
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up t h e  peop le ,  burn t h e  food,  s h o o t  t h e  an ima l s ,  and 
throw t h e  rice on t h e  ground (pg.  6 ) .  Any o f  t h e  
r e s i d e n t s  who d i d  n o t  run were t o  be brought  back t o  t h e i r  
CO o r  t h e  platoon l e a d e r  (pg. 5 )  . I f  t hey  d i d  run ,  t hey  
w e r e  t o  t e l l  them t o  s t o p ,  f i r e  a  warning s h o t ,  and i f  
t hey  d i d  n o t  s t o p ,  s h o o t  t o  k i l l  (pg.  6 ) .  He d i d  n o t  re-
c a l l  s p e c i f i c a l l y  something be ing  s a i d  by MEDINA t h a t  it was 
t h e i r  chance t o  g e t  even (pgs .  7 ,  23) . 

He r e c e i v e d  no f u r t h e r  b r i e f i n g  from L ieu tenan t  
BROOKS (pg. 7). I n  d e s c r i b i n g  t h e  mood o f  t he -men  i n  
C/1/20 he  s a i d  " they  were loaded f o r  b e a r . "  Everyone was 
c a r r y i n g  e x t r a  ammunition and people  were more o r  l e s s  o u t  
f o r  vengeance. I t  seemed wrong t o  him (pg.  7 )  . 

ASSAULT ON MY LAI. 


The l and ing  a t  My Lai  ( 4 ) .  

The w i t n e s s  thought  t h a t  t h e  LZ w a s  c o r r e c t l y  
marked on MAP-1. The LZ was prepped and h e  s a w  " q u i t e  
a few" rounds l a n d  i n  t h e  padd ie s ,  b u t  d i d  n o t  see any l a n d  
i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  (pg. 9 ) ,  The t h i r d  p l a toon  secu red  t h e  
LZ. He i n d i c a t e d  t h e  l o c a t i o n s  of  t h e  f i r s t  and second 
p l a toons  on E x h i b i t  P-134, an a e r i a l  photograph,  d e p i c t i n g  
My La i  ( 4 ) .  He s t a y e d  i n  t h e  headqua r t e r s  s e c t i o n  wi th  
BROOKS most o f  t h e  t ime (pg. L O ) .  

b.  Movement through t h e  v i l l a g e .  

They began pushing through t h e  v i l l a g e  i n  a  no r th -  
e a s t e r l y  d i r e c t i o n  (pg.  9 )  . They d i d  n o t  r e c e i v e  any 
h o s t i l e  f i r e ,  and they  ques t ioned  anyone they  came upon as 
b e s t  t hey  could .  Anyone who r a n  o r  looked s u s p i c i o u s  was 
o f t e n  s h o t  (pg .  1 0 ) .  The second p l a toon  reconned by f i r e  
(pg.  1 0 ) .  I f  t hey  came upon a bunker ,  t h e y  would t e l l  t h e  
people  t o  come o u t  and i f  no one d i d ,  a grenade was thrown 
i n  (pg.  1 0 ) .  T h e  men were a l s o  s ea rch ing  t h e  hootches  i n  
a r a p i d  manner a s  t hey  moved through.  Midway through t h e  
v i l l a g e ,  t h e  pace slowed down (pg. 1 0 ) .  There were no 
p r i s o n e r s  t aken  up t o  t h i s  p o i n t  (pg.  1 0 ) .  He d i d  n o t  
s e e  t h e  f i r s t  platoon, b u t  l a t e r  l ea rged  they  o p e r a t e d  
d i f f e r e n t l y  i n  t h a t  t hey  p o l i c e d  people  up and " c u t  them 
down" (pg. 20) . The second p l a toon  performed t h e i r  a c t i o n  
a s  t hey  came t o  it, and t h e  t h i r d  p l a toon  d i d  t h e  burn ing  
(pg.  20) . Qui te  a few people  were s h o t  i n  t h e  f i r s t  phase  

which c a r r i e d  them halfway i n t o  t h e  v i l l a g e  (pg.  11). 
He c i t e 3  an i n c i d e n t  where someone s h o t  a t  t h e  roof  o f  a 
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hootch and t h e  man who was i n  i t  came o u t ,  r a n ,  and d i d  n o t  
s t o p  when h e  was t o l d  t o .  There were s e v e r a l  s h o t s  f i r e d  
i n t o  him (pg. 11). The w i t n e s s  d i d  n o t  f i r e  any o f  t h e s e  
s h o t s  (pg.  11). H e  saw 50 dead people  i n  t h e  f i r s t  h a l f  
o f  t h e  v i l l a g e .  

c. -Movement through t h e  second h a l f  o f  t h e  v i l l a g e  
and t h e  t a k i n g  o f  p r i s o n e r s .  

I n  t h e  second h a l f  of  t h e  v i l l a g e ,  t h e y  p o l i c e d  
1 5  t o  20 people  up who were i n t e r r o g a t e d  a t  t h e  RON by 
t h e  South Vietnamese, l a t e r  i n  t h e  day (pgs .  11, 12) . A f t e r  
complet ing t h e  sweep through My L a i  ( 4 ) ,  t h e  p l a toon  moved t o  
My Lai  (5 )  because gunships had k i l l e d  two uniformed i n d i v i d u a l s  
w i th  weapons i n  t h a t  a r e a  (pg.  12)  . From My La i  ( 5 )  t hey  
went t o  the l a a g e r  a r e a  which w a s  a graveyard  where t hey  
jo ined  w i t h  B/4/3 (pg.  13)  . 

d.  -- ( 4 )  .C i v i l i a n s  i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  of  My ~ a i  

The 50 people  t h a t  t h e  w i t n e s s  saw s h o t  i n  t h e  f i r s t  
h a l f  o f  t h e  v i l l a g e  were n o t  a l l  running away (pgs .  11, 13 ,  
2 0 ) .  H e  f e l t  t h a t  some were h i d i n g  i n  bunkers (pg.  2 0 ) .  
These w e r e  20 people  whom t h e  p l a t o o n  passed by and l e t  go. 
These people  w e r e  p r i m a r i l y  i n s i d e  hootches ,  and 1 0  t o  15  
p e r c e n t  had been wounded (pg.  2 1 ) .  Of t h e  50 dead,  t h e r e  
were p o s s i b l y  f i v e  o r  10 c h i l d r e n  below t h e  age of  1 2  
(pg. 22) . I n  t h e  l a a g e r  a r e a ,  where t h e  Vietnamese 
i n t e r r o g a t o r s  ques t ioned  some of t h e  p r i s o n e r s ,  t h e  w i t n e s s  
heard  they  d i d  it i n  a d i t c h .  He f e l t  t h i s  was t o  
p reven t  t h e  rest of  t h e  company from s e e i n g  it. H e  hea rd  
t h a t  t h e y  c u t  o f f  a f i n g e r  (pg. 16) . When a p r i s o n e r  
would n o t  answer t hey  would c u t  o f f  h i s  e a r ,  and i f  h i s  
s i l e n c e  cont inued  they  would s h o o t  him and t h e n  go on t o  
t h e  n e x t  one (pg.  1 6 ) .  This  was be ing  done by t h e  Nat iona l  
P o l i c e  and a l though  he d i d  n o t  s e e  it h imse l f  he thought  
that t hey  k i l l e d  two (pgs .  16 ,  1 7 ) .  

e. Movement t o  My L a i  ( 5 )  . 
When t h e  second p l a toon  moved t o  t h e  n o r t h e a s t ,  

a l l  t h r e e  squads were a b r e a s t  of each o t h e r  f o r  a  100-150 
meter  f r o n t  (pg.  3 5 ) .  Nothing t h a t  happened i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  
s t o o d  out p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n  h i s  mind (pg. 3 5 ) .  

f .  A c t i v i t i e s  of  o f f i c e r s  du r ing  t h e  a s s a u l t .  

The w i t n e s s  hea rd  t h a t  CALLEY1s had 
p o l i c e d  up peop le ,  p u t  them i n t o  groups ,  and then  s h o t  them 
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b u t  he d i d  n o t  s e e  t h i s  (pg. 1 3 ) .  About two- th i rds  of  t h e  
way through t h e  v i l l a g e ,  BROOKS passed an o r d e r  t o  s t o p  
shoo t ing  (pg.  1 4 ) .  Th i s  w a s  approximately  one hour  and a 
ha l f  a f t e r  t hey  had e n t e r e d  t h e  v i l l a g e  (pg. 1 4 ) .  H e  d i d  n o t  
s e e  CALLEY c o n f e r  w i t h  a h e l i c o p t e r  p i l o t  (pg.  1 4 ) .  H e  f e l t  
t h a t  MEDINA l o s t  c o n t r o l  of  t h e  company because he  f e l t  t h a t  
MEDINA d i d  n o t  want t h e  k i l l i n g s  (pg.  1 5 ) .  H e  f e l t  t h a t  
BROOKS k e p t  c o n t r o l  (pg.  15) . Usual ly ,  BROOKS would depend 
upon h i s  squad l e a d e r s  t o  s u p e r v i s e  t h e  performance o f  t h e  
men (pg. 1 6 ) .  

g. A c t i v i t i e s  a f t e r  My L a i .  

E i t h e r  on t h e  evening o f  16 March o r  t h e  n e x t  
morning t h e  p l a toon  was b r i e f e d  and t o l d  t h e  miss ion  
had changed " q u i t e  a b i t  from what i t  was b e f o r e "  and t h a t  
it w a s  no l o n g e r  a s e a r c h  and d e s t r o y  miss ion b u t  was now 
a s e a r c h  and c l e a r  miss ion  (pg.  1 7 ) .  The u n i t  pushed i n  
t h e  s o u t h e r l y  d i r e c t i o n  t o  t h e  wes t  o f  H i l l  85 and t h e  
e a s t  of  H i l l  72. They h i t  t h e  r i v e r ,  pushed forward t o  t h e  
g u l f  and wh i l e  on t h e  way they  encountered s e v e r a l  s u s p e c t s ,  
one of  whom proved t o  be  a NVA l e a d e r  (pg. 17)  . MEDINA 
played Russian R o u l e t t e  w i th  t h i s  i n d i v i d u a l  (pg. 1 7 ) .  On 
1 8  March, t hey  l a a g e r e d  s o u t h e a s t  of  H i l l  85 and then  w e r e  
e x t r a c t e d  t o  LZ D o t t i e .  They never  went i n t o  P i n k v i l l e  
(pg.  1 8 ) .  

4 .  INQUIRIES CONCERNING THE ASSAULT. 

The w i t n e s s  knew Colonel  HENDERSON (pg. 18) , and r e c a l l e d  
h i s  t a l k i n g  t o  t h e  men a t  LZ D o t t i e  (pg. 1 9 ) .  H e  a l s o  
r e c a l l e d  t h a t  MEDINA c a l l e d  t h e  company t o g e t h e r ,  t o l d  them 
t h e r e  was an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  o f  what had occu r red  a t  My L a i  ( 4 1 ,  
and t o l d  them n o t  t o  d i s c u s s  t h e  m a t t e r  (pg. 1 9 ) .  The wi tness  
s t a t e d  t h a t  " i f  an o f f i c e r  o r  someone e l s e  wanted t o  d i s c u s s  
it they  could  see o u r  commanders" (pg. 1 9 ) .  The w i t n e s s  was 
n o t  approached. M E D I N A 1 s  i n s t r u c t i o n s  i n f l u e n c e d  them i n  n o t  
t a l k i n g  about  t h e  i n c i d e n t  (pg.  36 ) .  H e  hea rd  no th ing  
f u r t h e r  about  it u n t i l  he. w a s  approached by t h e  C I D  two 
months ago (pg. 19)  . 
5. OTHER INFORMATION. 

a. The w i t n e s s  exp la ined  "search  and d e s t r o y "  a s  
meaning s e a r c h  t h e  hootches  and d e s t r o y  t h e  food.  It d i d  
n o t  mean t o  k i l l  everybody (pg.  2 3 ) .  I n  t h i s  s i t u a t i o n  
they  had o r d e r s  t o  s e a r c h  t h e  hoo tches ,  d e s t r o y  t h e  food 
supp ly ,  and d e s t r o y  t h e  animals (pg. 23) . 
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b. When they  saw t h e  wounded people  t hey  d i d  n o t  f e e l  
s o r t y  f o r  them (pg.  2 3 )  . H e  f e l t  t h a t  BROOKS w a s  s o r r y .  
BROOKS o rde red  them t o  s t o p  f i r i n g  u n l e s s  it was a b s o u l t e l y  
neces sa ry .  H e  b e l i e v e d  t h a t  t h i s  o r d e r  came from BROOKS 
and n o t  from MEDINA (pg. 2 4 )  . ? 

c .  T h e  w i tnes s  d i d  n o t  f e e l  t h a t  t h e  members of t h e  
u n i t  had used mar i juana  p r i o r  t o  t h e  o p e r a t i o n .  Some 
people  probably smoked it b e f o r e  b u t  d i d  n o t  do it t h a t  
morning, because t h e  s i t u a t i o n  was t o o  t e n s e  (pg.  2 5 )  . 

d. The w i t n e s s  i d e n t i f i e d  a number o f  photographs 
and t r a c e d  h i s  u n i t ' s  r o u t e  through t h e  v i l l a g e  (See 
E x h i b i t  l i s t ,  i n £  r a )  
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EXHIBITS 


EXIIlBIT 
NUEIUI?R DESCI?IIJTION ------ NOTES --

Wit iden-= 
P-6 Miscellaneous Scene CARTER. ---

identified 
P-9 ------. --Miscellaneous Scene 	 WIDMER on the 

right, CARTER in 
the center and 
MAURO on the 
riqht. 36 
Wit recognized 

P-10 _Miscellaneous Scene 	 -r"-	 only CARTER. 
Wit recognized the 

P-13 Miscellaneous Scene 	 command grou : 

LT ALAUX, SGT 

MARONEY, and SP4 


Wit recognized one 
P-22 Miscellaneous Scene 

preter. 

I Wit ident~fied SGT 

P-25 Miscellaneous Scene CARLSON of 3d 


platoon. 

37 


Wit identified as 

P-26 Miscellaneous Scene LZ Dottie and 


I place of litt otf 

on 16 March. 37,38 

Not ldentltled. 


P-27 Miscellaneous Scene Pbssibly LZ Uptight 38 

-dentltied a 


P=29 Miscellaneous Scene Rattler at land- 

Ing area. 


. . - .  - 38 
a . 

wit laentlrlea 1~ 

P-33 Miscellaneous Scene as a hootch in 


which was not 


saw it. 
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EXHIBITS 
. . 

D E S C R I P T I O N  -- IJO?'E S 	 PAGES 

Miscellaneous Scene .. 

Miscellaneous Scene 	 anyone being shot 


heard about it. 

Wit recognize 


Miscellaneous Scene it as someone 

throwing a grena- 

into a hole. 

Wlt recoqnized 


d 


Miscellaneous Scene - L O P E Z .  1 40  
Wit identif ied-iq 

Miscellaneous Scene as a unit leaving 
ki-..age. 
I 	 1 

I Wit identified 
Miscellaneous Scene 	 DELPOME in the 

center and SMITH 
as the first one. 40 
Wit identlrled 

Miscellaneous Scene I-PHU, unit 
1 ..Dreter and 
. on the right. 41 
Wlt recognlxed 

Miscellaneous Scene 	 it as the. locatim 
of the RON with 
S'GT S m I L  on the 
left and GRIMES. 

Wit recognized 

Mi %ell aneous Scene 


L 
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EXHIBITS 


EXII IBIT  
N U b B E R- , DESCRIPTION NOTES PAGES 

---.-

A e r i a l  photo 
l ~ a r c h  a s s a u l t .  

l o c a t i o n  i n  v i l l a q e  

1 1 0  
W i t  showed l o c a t i o n  
of  a  man be ing  s h o t  
and of HQ e lement .  

11 
-
W i t  showed l o c a t i o n  
o f  u n i t  when t o l d  
when t o l d  t o  s t o p  
f i r i n g  ( p o i n t  # 2  . 32. 
w i t  marked #1f o r  
l and ing  zone. W i t  
marked t h e  f r o n t a g e  
i fo r  t h e  p l a t o g h ' s  
a s s a u l t  w i th  a 
c i r c l e  and t h e  

I I 

boundar ies  w i t h  a 
s t r a i g h t  l i n e ,  28,29 
P o i n t  # 3  i n d i c a t e s  
My La i  ( 5 )  where 
two VC .were k l l l e d  
by gunships and two 
weapons cap tu red .  l L t J 5 1  

36 
W l t  agreed w i t h  

Wall Map l o c a t i o n  of  LZ. 9 
usea t o  o r l enL  

Map 6739 I1 w i t n e s s  t o  a e r i a l  
I _
pnoto. 

9 
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1970.) ' 
(The hea r ing  reconvened a t  0938 hour s ,  3 January 

RCDR : 
MILLER, COL WILSON, 

The fo l lowing  persons  are p r e s e n t :  
MAJ ZYCHOWSKI, 

Mh 
and MAJ COOP. 

WEST, COL 

The n e x t  wi tness  i s  M r .  J o e  T. JOLLY. 

(MR JOLLY w a s  c a l l e d  as  a w i t n e s s ,  w a s  
sworn, and t e s t i f i e d  as fol lows : )  

RCDR : W i l l  you s ta te  your f u l l  name, occupa t ion ,  and 
r e s idence?  

A, My name i s  J o e  T .  JOLLY, I a m  a b o a t  d r i v e r  and 
a p u b l i c  r e l a t i o n s  worker a t  Cyprus Gardens i n  Winter  Haven, 
Florida.. I a m  a l s o  an eng inee r ing  s t u d e n t  a t  Coke J u n i o r  
Col lege t h e r e  i n  Winter Haven. 

MR WEST: M r .  JOLLY, it i s  our  unders tanding  t h a t  you were 
a member of t h e  Army on March 1 9 6 8 .  

A. Y e s ,  s i r ,  t h i s  i s  t r u e .  


Q - When were you d i scharged?  


A, O n  November 2 7 ,  1 9 6 8 .  


Q \ f i a t  w a s  your grade on March 1968? 

A. E-5, sir .  

Q. And your du ty  assignment? 

A. W e l l ,  wh i l e  I was i n  Vietnam my t i t l e  w a s  f o r -
ward observer .  

Q What u n i t  were you wi th  on t h e  1 6 t h  of  March,e 


1968? 


A, C/1/20, a t t a c h e d  t o  t h e  2d P la toon .  

& - C/1/20 w a s  then  a t t a c h e d  t o  Task Force Barker? 

A. Yes, sir ,  it was. 
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Q e  
 11th  Brigade, America1 Division? 

A. Yes, s i r .  

Q M r .  JOLLY, before  we proceed with any ques t ions ,  
Colonel MILLER \ \ r i l l  inform you of s e v e r a l  ma t t e r s .  

COL MILLER: This i n v e s t i g a t i o n  was d i r e c t e d  j o i n t l y  by 
the  Secre tary  of t h e  Army and t h e  Chief of S t a f f  of t h e  
Army t o  determine f a c t s  and make f ind ings  and recommen- 
da t ions  i n  two major a reas  : 

(1) the  adequacy o f  p r i o r  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  
and i n q u i r i e s  i n t o ,  and subsequent r e p o r t s  and reviews 
wi th in  t h e  chain of command, of what we now commonly 
r e f e r  t o  as t h e  My Lai i n c i d e n t  of 1 6  March 1968, and 

( 2 )  p o s s i b l e  suppression o r  withholding of 
information by any person who had a duty t o  r e p o r t  in fo r -
mation concerning t h i s  i n c i d e n t .  

We a r e  n o t  p r imar i ly  concerned with everyth ing  
t h a t  took p lace  i n  My Lai ,  but  r a t h e r  wi th  the  s p e c i f i c  
purposes which I j u s t  mentioned. However, we s h a l l  g e t  
i n t o  some d e t a i l  of what a c t u a l l y  happened a t  My Lai  i n  
March of 1968. 

We have had made a v a i l a b l e  t o  us and we have 
reviewed t h e  s ta tements  of many wi tnesses ,  and summaries 
of  what wi tnesses  may have s a i d  i n  previous i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  
i n  t h i s  case ,  I r e f e r  pr imar i ly  t o  the  C I D  and I G  in-
v e s t i g a t i o n s .  

Today, your testimony w i l l  be under oath. We 
w i l l  prepare a  verbatim t r a n s c r i p t .  A tape recording  is  
being made i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  verbatim notes  being taken 
by t h e  r e p o r t e r .  

The genera l  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  of o u r  r e p o r t  i s  con-
f i d e n t i a l .  However, t h e r e  is a t  l e a s t  the  p o s s i b i l i t y  t h a t  
some o r  a l l  of t h e  testimony given here  may a t  some l a t e r  
time become a mat ter  of pub l i c  knowledge. 

We reques t  t h a t  you n o t  d i scuss  your testimony 
here  wi th  o t h e r s ,  inc luding  o t h e r  wi tnesses  who have e i t h e r  
been here o r  may appear before a competent j u d i c i a l ,  l e g i s -
l a t i v e ,  o r  admin i s t r a t ive  body. An example of a j u d i c i a l  
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body would be a  cour t -mar t ia l  o r  an A r t i c l e  3 2  p r e t r i a l  
i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  This inqu i ry  is an example of an admini-
s t r a t i v e  body. I understand t h a t  you a r e  under orders  
by t h e  m i l i t a r y  judge i n  the  case of United S t a t e s  v. 
Calley,- Have you received such an order?  

A. Yes, s i r ,  I have. 

Q - Your testimony here  is  n o t  i n  v i o l a t i o n  of t h a t  
order, You may give testimony, i f  you wish,  wi thout  vio- 
l a t i n g  t h e  judge 's  order .  he f a c t  t h a t  you t e s t i f y  here 
does n o t  change t h e  e f f e c t  of the  a p p l i c a b i l i t y  of t h a t  or-
dc:: zF.l;er you leave  he re .  That o r d e r  s t i l l  s t a y s  i n  e f f e c t .  

I have t o l d  you the  purpose of t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  
and a l s o  t h a t  we had read various s t a t e n e n t s .  A t  t h i s  time 
I want t o  inform you t h a t ,  on t h e  b a s i s  of testimony of one 
o the r  wi tness ,  you a r e  now suspected of having committed the  
of fense  of rape i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  of My Lai .  This i s  a vio-
l a t i o n  of t h e  Uniform Code of M i l i t a r y  J u s t i c e  and poss ib ly  
a  v i o l a t i o n  of  t h e  l a w s  of war. This being t h e  case ,  I want 
t o  be s u r e  you understand your t e s t i m o n i a l  r i g h t s  and your 
r i g h t s  t o  counsel .  I f  you have any ques t ions  on what I 
have a l ready t o l d  you o r  what I a m  about t o  s a y p  f e e l  f r e e  
t o  ask ques t ions  s o  t h a t  you have a complete understanding. 

F i r s t  of a i l ,  you do have t h e  r i g h t  t o  remain 
s i l e n t ,  "C oilswer no questions whatsoever. 

Any s ta tement  t h a t  you make could be used 
a g a i n s t  you i n  a cr iminal  t r i a l .  

You have t h e  r i g h t  t o  c o n s u l t  with counse l ,  
and by counsel  I mean q u a l i f i e d  lawyer. This lawyer can 
be e i t h e r  a c i v i l i a n  lawyer, whom you h i r e  a t  your own 
expense, o r  a  m i l i t a r y  lawyer, whom we would provide.  
I n  f a c t ,  you could have both i f  you wished. I f  you 
wish  t o  have counsel ,  they can be p r e s e n t  with you a t  
the  hear ing* You can consu l t  with them and they can 
consu l t  with you a t  any time. 

I f  you decide t h a t  you a r e  w i l l i n g  t o  answer 
ques t ions  today without counsel p r e s e n t ,  you may s t o p  
answering ques t ions  at any t ime,  o r  you may s t o p  and 
reques t  t h . a t  counsel  be made a v a i l a b l e  t o  you, o r  both. 
I f  you dec ide  t o  t e s t i f y ,  you may answer on a s e l e c t i v e  
b a s i s  those ques t ions  you f e e l  t h a t  you can answer, 
and you may d e c l i n e  t o  answer those ques t ions  t h a t  you 
fee l  you should no t  answer f o r  whatever reason. D o  
you understand what I have gone through so  f a r ?  

A. P e r f e c t l y . 
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Q o 
Do you have any ques t ions?  

A, None a t  a l l .  

Q. Would you l i k e  t o  have counsel made a v a i l a b l e  
t o  you? 

A. No, sir, I d o n ' t  t h ink  t h a t  w i l l  be necessary.  

Q - A r e  you w i l l i n g  t o  answer ques t ions?  

A. Yes, s i r ,  I am. 

Q. Keep i n  mind t h a t  i f  you f e e l  a t  anytime you 
wish t o  have counsel ,  o r  t h e r e  a r e  any ques t ions  you d o n ' t  
want t o  answer, t h i s  i s  your p r i v i l e g e .  

Yes, s i r ,  c e r t a i n l y .  

Any o t h e r  ques t ions?  

Nothing a t  a l l ,  sir. 

MR WEST: M r .  JOLLY, when d i d  you f i r s t  hear  of t h e  planned 
a s s a u l t  on My Lai  ( 4 ) ?  

A. A s  f a r  as  t h e  d a t e ,  I cannot be su re .  I can 
say t h a t  it was s h o r t l y  a f t e r  w e  came ou t  of t h e  minef ie ld .  
By s h o r t l y ,  I mean we g o t  i n t o  base camp one day, and I 
th ink  it was t h e  second ow t h i r d  day t h a t  w e  heard we were 
going i n t o  My Lai  ( 4 ) .  

Q Was your base camp a t  Landing Zone Dot t i e?  

A, Yes, s ir ,  it was LZ Dot t i e .  

Q- On t h e  minef i e ld  i n c i d e n t ,  we have one s t a t e -
ment t h a t  these  mines were command detonated,  and t h a t  
people of one of the  v i l l a g e s  s tood of f  and watched while 
the  members of t h e  company s u f f e r e d  c a s u a l t i e s .  Is t h i s  
how you r e c a l l  i t ?  

A. On the  p a r t i c u l a r  day of the  minef ie ld ,  our  
2d Platoon was separa ted  a g r e a t  d e a l  from t h e  r e s t  of 
the  company. I had heard r e p o r t s  from t h e  o t h e r  people 
t h a t  they thought some of the  mines were command deto- 
nated.  I know t h a t  t h e  two people we had i n j u r e d  i n  
our platoon--I d i d  n o t  th ink  they were command detonated.  
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W e  had n o t  seen anyone i n  t h a t  a r e a  f o r  sometime. And 
t h i s  i s  ge11erall.y~t o  my knowledge, t h e  r u l e  i n  Vietnam, 
t h a t  if you ha.ve a m i n e f i e l d  then  t h e  c i v i l i a n s  have g o t  
enough sense  t o  s t a y  o u t  of  it. , 

Q 0 W e  t h i n k  it was CARTER who t a l k e d  t o  us r e -
c e n t l y ,  and he s a i d  t h a t  he d i d n ' t  t h i n k  they  were com-
mand d~tonated. 

A. Was he i n  t h e  3d P la toon ,  s i r ?  I t h i n k  he was. 

2 .  CARTER w a s  i n  t h e  1st .  So, we have had ev i -
dence on b o t h  s i d e s .  Were t h e r e  any c i v i l i a n s  around when 
t h e  company g o t  i n t o  t h e  mine f i e ld?  

A ,  To my knowledge, w e  d i d  n o t  s e e  any i n  t h e  2d 
Pla toon.  The company s a i d  t h a t  t hey  may have seen  some. 
Like I s a i d ,  I had t a l k e d  t o  a couple  of  t h e  peop le ,  b u t  
as f a r  as remembering s p e c i f i c  names, it has  been t o o  long.  

Q - Do you remember t h e  number of c ? s u a l t i e s ?  

A , I t h i n k  it was 22  wi th  7 dead,  o r  7 o u t  
02 t h e  22 d i e d ,  

Q a 
Do you r e c a l l  t h a t  t h e  combat a s s a u l t  on My La-i 

( 4 )  was on t h e  1 6 t h  of iviarch, 1968, and do yuu reinember -?he 
b r i e f i n g  of t h e  company by Captain  MEDINA t h e  day b e f o r e  on 
Landing Zone D o t t i e ?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r ,  I t h i n k  it w a s  i n  t h e  l a t e r  p a r t  of 
t h e  a f t e rnoon .  

Q - Do you remember whether t h e r e  w a s  a memorial 
s e r v i c e  t h a t  took  p l a c e  be fo re  t h e  b r i e f i n g ?  

A. For . the  seven men t h a t  d i d  d i e ,  I t h i n k  t h e r e  
w a s  a memorial s e r v i c e .  

Q .  W e  have been t o l d  t h a t  t h e  chap la in  t h a t  con-
duc ted  t h e  s e r v i c e  was a major ,  and we  have been t r y i n g  
t o  l e a r n  h i s  name. Do you r e c a l l  t h i s ?  

A. K I S S I N G E R  was o u r  chap la in  i n  Hawaii. 
H e  may have been t h i s  day,  maybe. I t h i n k  t h a t  he was, b u t  
l i k e  I m y ,  I cannot  be s u r e .  He was a major a t  t h a t  t ime.  

Q Could you t e l l  us what Captain  MEDINA t o l d  t h e  
company during the b r i e f i n g ?  
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A. Yes, s i r .  H e  s a i d  t h a t  t h i s  v i l l a g e  was a 

VC s t r o ~ g h o l d .  Our mission was t o  search and des t roy  it. 


Q. Anything e l s e ?  

A. I f  anyone was t o  run,  we would t e l l  them t o  
s top .  I f  they d i d  n o t  s t o p ,  we would f i r e  a  warning s h o t  
over t h e i r  heads. I f  they d o n ' t  s t o p  t h e n ,  we s h o t  t o  
k i l l .  These were our  o rde r s .  

Q. Was anything s a i d  about burning t h e  houses o r  
shoot ing t h e  l i v e s t o c k  o r  des t roying  crops o r  food? 

A. Yes, sir. This was a s e c t i o n  of t h e  des t roy  
p a r t  of the  mission. We were t o  go through and p o l i c e  
up the  people. Any people t h a t  were suspec t s  and we 
could ca tch .  We were t o  p o l i c e  these  people up, burn 
food, shoot  t h e  animals,  and throw r i c e  on t h e  ground. 
The po ta toes ,  I f o r g e t  the  name of the Vietnamese po- 
t a t o ,  but  I always remember t h a t  they were i n  smal l  
c i r c l e s  drying i n  t h e  sun--we were t o  des t roy  every- 
th ing .  

9 There has been cons iderable  c o n f l i c t  i n  the  
evidence as  t o  whether anything was s a i d  d i r e c t l y  o r  by 
i n p l i c a t i o n  about k i l l i n g  a l l  t h e  r e s i d e n t s  of the  v i l -  
lags .  t:5v:, jest v y h 9 t  dc YCU recol l -ect?  Was anything 
s a i d  along t h i s  l i n e ?  

A, We were t o l d  t h a t  t h e  e n t i r e  v i l l a g e  was VC 
and t h a t  our mission w a s  t o  search and des t roy .  

Q .  What d i d  you understand, then ,  from t h i s  re -
garding t h e  Vietnamese r e s i d e n t s  of t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

A. Anyone, n a t u r a l l y ,  t h a t  d i d  no t  run ,  we were 
t o  send back t o  the  cap ta in  o r  t o  the  p la toon l e a d e r .  

Q. In  o t h e r  words, you d i d  no t  understand t h a t  
you were going t o  go i n  and k i l l  everybody i n  My La i  /4)? 

A, No, s i r ,  but  we d i d  know t h a t  the  v i l l a g e ,  we 
were t o l d  t h a t  t h e  v i l l a g e ,  was e n t i r e l y  VC dominated. 
I might change t h a t  t o  e n t i r e l y  VC r a t h e r  than  dominated. 

Q. What was the  mood of t h e  company a f t e r  the  
b r i e f i n g ?  How d id  t h e  men f e e l  about t h i s  opera t ion  com-
ing up t h e  next  day? 
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A, W e  had j u s t  10st, l i k e  I say ,  22 i n j u r e d  and 7 
of t h e s e  men d i e d .  I n  s h o r t ,  I could say  t h a t  we were "loaded 
f o r  bea r . "  Everybody was c a r r y i n g  e x t r a  ammo. Although, of 
cou r se ,  I know it i s  wrong, b u t  the people  w e r e  more o r  l e s s  
o u t  f o r  vengeance. This i s ,  t o  me, wrong, al though--

B 0 ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Was something s a i d  by Captain  PEDINA 
dur ing  t h e  b r i e f i n g  t o  t h e  e f f e c t  t h a t  t h i s  was your chance 
t o  g e t  even wi th  t h e  VC? 

A. ' He may have s a i d  something t o  t h a t  e f f e c t .  I 
do recal l  something t o  that e f f e c t .  A s  f a r  a s  s p e c i f i c s ,  I 
d o n ' t  know, s i r ,  

COL WILSON: Did anyone b r i e f  b e s i d e s  MEDINA? Did any o t h e r  
person  t h e r e  brief ? 

A, N o ,  s ir ,  Genera l ly ,  Captain  MEDINA t a l k e d  t o  t h e  
p l a t o o n  l e a d e r s ,  and then  t h e  p l a toon  l e a d e r s  passed  t h e  
word down t o  t h e  squad l e a d e r s ,  and then the squad l e a d e r s  
passed it down t o  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  men. But t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  
day he passed  it o u t  t o  t h e  e n t i r e  company. 

B o N o w ,  you were w i t h  t h e  2d Pla toon?  

A - I was a t t a c h e d  t o  t h e  2d P la toon ,  s i r .  

(2. Lieu tenan t  BROOKS? 

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q a Did L ieu tenan t  BROOKS b r i e f  t h e  squad l e a d e r s  
a f t e r  t h a t ?  

A .  Not t o  my knowledge, s i r .  No, s ir .  I d o n ' t  
t h i n k  t h a t  he did. 

Q D i d  he say anyth ing  t o  you a f t e r  t h a t ?  rn 

A, No, s i r ,  n o t  t o  my knowhed.ge, 

Q The procedure  t h a t  you s t a t e d  ear l ier  concern-
i n g  Vietnamsse running- i n  t.he v i l l a g e  : f i r i n g  and h o l l e r i n g  
"skop. " Had you eve r  hea rd  t h i s  be fo re?  

A. Y e s ,  sir.  
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Q Had you ever  been t o l d  any d i f f e r e n t  procedure 
before? Was t h i s  any d i f f e r e n t  than any o t h e r  time t h a t  you 
had Vietnamese running from you? 

A. Natura l ly ,  i f  we were i n  a more o r  l e s s  s e t t l e d  
v i l l a g e ,  something s i m i l a r  t o  Duc Pho-- I r e a l i z e  t h a t  you 
a r e  n o t  f a m i l i a r  with t h e  area-- bu t  a v i l l a g e  t h a t  i s  more 
o r  l e s s  secured,  then  n a t u r a l l y  you would n o t  do t h i s  type  
of th ing .  

A. Wouldn' t do what? 

Q. I f  someone i s  running from you, t e l l  them t o  s top .
But I mean i n  an a r e a  t h a t  was unsecured, t h i s  was t h e  r u l e .  
Generally,  i f  they were no t  c r i t i c a l  suspec t s ,  by t h a t  I 
mean ind iv idua l s  running f a s t  o r  dressed i n  khaki o r  black 
uniforms, then we would c a l l  back and say t o  t h e  cap ta in  o r  
platoon l e a d e r  t h a t  t h e r e  is  a Vietnamese wearing a black 
uniform o r  black P J ' S  o r  khaki uniform running t o  your f r o n t .  
Sometimes, by the  time you would c a l l  back and go t  c l ea rance  
t o  f i r e  a t  him, then he would be gone. Of course ,  when they 
were running they were too  f a r  t o  hear  you say s t o p .  

Q I  The reason I asked was t h a t  t h e r e  i s  one proced-
ure  t h e r e  t h a t  I th ink  was omit ted.  Did anyone ever  t e l l  
you t o  f i r e  a warning shot?  

A, Yes, s i r ,  I d i d  say t h a t ,  over t h e i r  head. 

MR WEST: You s a i d  t h a t  you were a t t ached  t o  t h e  2d Platoon.  
Are you a forward observer  f o r  a mortar p la toon o r  f o r  a r t i l -
l e r y ?  

A, I w a s  forward observer  f o r  the  mortar p la toon.  

Q You were a c t u a l l y  a member of the mortar platoon? 

A. Yes, s i r ,  
. . 

Q *  Sergeant  MARONEY was your platoon se rgean t?  

A.  Yes, s i r ,  he was. 

Q W i l l  you desc r ibe ,  p lease ,  what occurred t h e  next  
day a f t e r  you were CA'd in to*  t h e  landing zone. 

A .  May I use t h e  map? 
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Q 	 Yes. The record  w i l l  show t h a t  the  wi tness  isa 

looking a t  PAP-1. Go right ahead. 

A. 	 This  was our LZ as you have go t  it marked here 
( i n d i c a t i n g ) ,  

(Witness turned t o  second map.) 

(2 Let t h e  record  show t h a t  witness  i s  using MAP-1 ,  
Mr, JOLLY,  before  you go ahead, we have a l a r g e r  a e r i a l  photo-
graph and a h:25,000 s c a l e  map. The a e r i a l  photograph 
(received. i n  evidence on page 43 as  Exhib i t  P-134) has a s c a l e  
of 1 inch equals  approximately 1 0 0  meters.  The map 
i s  Exh ib i t  MAP-4 (po in t ing  out  d i r e c t i o n s  on both maps f o r  
w i t n e s s ) .  Does t h i s  o r i e n t  you on t h e  photograph now? 

A. To a g r e a t  d e a l ,  s i r .  

Q W i l l  you descr ibe  what happened a f t e r  you h i t  
t h e  LZ and g o t  ou t  of the h e l i c o p t e r ?  

.A, Just l i k e  a l l  cornbat assaults, they  prepped t h e  
LZ, 

R a D i d  you see  any a r t i l l e r y  rounds land i n  the  
v i l l a g e ?  

A, No, s i r ,  I d i d n c t .  I saw q u i t e  a f e w  land i n  
t h e  paddies ,  but  I did n o t  see  any land  i n  the  v i l l a g e .  The 
2d Platoon had t h e  l e f t  s i d e  over here--

Q e  ( In te rpos ing)  G o  ahead and mark it. 

A, The 3d Platoon,  I be l i eve ,  secured t h e  LZ , They 
w e r e  t h e  f i r s t  l i f t .  I am not s u r e ,  l i k e  I s a i d .  The 1st 
Platoon,  Lieutenant  CALLEYts  p la toon,  was on t h e  r i g h t  s i d e  
h e r e  (poin t ing  t o  a e r i a l  photo) .  

Q e  You might mark those;  1st Platoon and 2d Platoon.  

A. W e  began pushing through the v i l l a g e ,  supposedly 
on l i n e .  

Q o  	 TO t he  east?  

A. I would s a y  t o  the eas t ,  n o r t h e a s t .  
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Q - Where were you? D i d  you s t a y  w i t h  t h e  headquar-
ters s e c t i o n ,  w i t h  L ieu tenan t  BROOKS? 

A, A g r e a t  d e a l  of t h e  t i m e .  W e  pushed on t o  about  
r i g h t  h e r e  and by t h i s  time--

Q ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Would you mark t h a t  i n  someway
( E x h i b i t  P-134)? What occurred. now a s  you moved i n t o  t h e  v i l -
l age .  For example, were you g e t t i n g  any h o s t i l e  f i r e  a t  a l l ?  

A .  No, sir.  We w e r e  n o t  r e c e i v i n g  any a t  a l l .  Any-
one t h a t  w e  came up t o  w e  ques t ioned  a s  b e s t  w e  cou ld  i n  
Engl i sh .  I f  t h e r e  was anyone t h e r e  t h a t  r a n ,  o r  more o r  less 
looked s u s p i c i o u s ,  of t en t imes  they  were sho t .  

Q What were t h e  men i n  t h e  2d Plat.oon do ing ,  now; 
t h e  r i f l emen  and t h e  gun teams w i t h  t h e  machineguns? 

A. We w e r e  pushing through on l i n e  as f a r  as--

Q .  ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Were they  r e c o n n o i t e r i n g  by f i r e  
o r  f i r i n g  as they  moved? 

A. F i r i n g  as they  moved. P r i m a r i l y ,  j u s t  about  
every hootch had a sma l l  bunker i n  t h e  back: and i f  we came 
upon a bunker,  we d i d  n o t  ask q u e s t i o n s .  We would t e l l  t h e  
people  t o  come o u t  of t h e  bunkers.  I f  no one came o u t ,  a 
grenade w a s  t o s s e d  i n .  I t h i n k  t h e  Vietnamese word f o r  come 
was " l a i  day." 

g o  Were t h e  men sea rch ing  t h e  hootches a s  t h e y  went 
a long ,  checking bunkers? 

A. Yes, s i r .  They w e r e  doing it i n  a very h u r r i e d  
manner. 

Q You mean moving f a s t ?  

A. Yes, s i r .  By t h a t  I mean by t h e  t ime w e  g o t  
midway through t h e  v i l l a g e .  t h e y  had slowed down q u i t e  a b i t .  
Rl~t t h e  f i r ~ tp a r t ,  t h e y  w e r e  q~z j f efast.--

Q .  During t h i s  f i r s t  phase now, about halfway through 
t h e  v i l l a g e ,  d i d  t h e  p l a toon  t a k e  any p r i s o n e r s ?  

A. Not t o  my knowledge, s i r .  The p r i s o n e r s  were 
taken  toward t h e  l a t e r  p a r t ,  i f  I remember c o r r e c t l y .  
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Q .  During t h i s  f i r s t  phase, halfway through t h e  
v i l l a g e ,  do you remember anyth ing  unusual  w i th  r e g a r d  t o  
Vietnamese c i v i l i a n s ?  

A. There were q u i t e  a few people  t h a t  w e r e  s h o t .  I 
,?.-, -- a 1 . Thc axcuct I could n o t  be accurate about, 

Q Does any p a r t i c u l a r  i n c i d e n t  s t a n d  o u t  i n  your e 

mind? 

A. I t h i n k  t h a t  t h e  f i r s t  i i ~ d i v i d u a l  t ha - t  was 
shot--we were r i g h t  on t h e  edge of a s m a l l  d i k e  h e r e  (po in t -
i n g  t o  a e r i a l  photo)  . There is  a  sma l l  creek h e r e ,  and then  
a d ike .  There w a s  a man who had j u s t  come o u t  of h i s  house. 
Someone had s h o t  a t  h i s  house and they  s h o t  through t h e  r o o f ,  
I t h i n k ,  The man came running o u t .  Someone t o l d  him t o  
s t o p ,  and he d i d  n o t  s t o p .  S h o r t l y  a f t e r  t h a t  t h e r e  were s e v e r a l  
s h o t s  f i r e d  i n t o  him. I d i d  n o t  f i r e  any of t h e s e  s h o t s .  

Q About how many dead people  do you t h i n k  you s a w  
du r ing  t h i s  f i r s t  h a l f  of t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

A. I would say t h a t  50 would be a c o n s e r v a t i v e  
number, 

Q o  Go ahead now and t e l l  what happened a f t e r  you 
passed  t h i s  phase one,  

A. A s  we pushed on th rough ,  t h e  headqua r t e r s  e lement  
was d i r e c t l y  back he re  ( p o i n t i n g  t o  E x h i b i t  P-134) . The job 
of t h e  3d w a s  t o  burn and d e s t r o y  eve ry th ing .  A s  w e  push-
ed toward th ,e  end,  t h e r e  w e r e  a few people  who were policed. 
up, p r i m a r i l y  t h e  mi l i t a ry -aged  males,  There were ,  I suppose,  
people  who w e r e  most lilceby t o  have in fo rma t ion  t h a t  would 
be v i t a l  t o  us .  

Q - These people  were taken  p r i s o n e r s  then?  

A. Yes, sir. A s  f a r  a s  t h e  number goes ,  I would say 
15  o r  20.  

Q. What happened t o  t h e s e  people  as f a r  as you know? 

A. They were i n t e r r o g a t e d  a t  t h e  RON by t h e  South 
Vietnamese t h a t  w e  had w i t h  us .  

Q. Was t h a t  l a t e r  i n  t h e  day? 
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A. Yes, sir. We RONtd i n  a graveyard,  a l a r g e  sandy 
area .  One t h i n g  t h a t  I d i d  leave  out  was t h a t  one squad of 
t h e  2d, no, I take  t h a t  back, it was the  whole 2d Pla toon,  
went t o  t h e  nor th ,  t o  t h i s  small  a r e a  r i g h t  he re  ( i n d i c a t i n g ) .  
I th ink  t h e r e  were a few houses over  t h e r e .  The reason f o r  
going over t h e r e  was t h a t  t h e  gunships had k i l l e d  two uniform-
ed ind iv idua l s  with weapons. 

Q 0 You d o n ' t  remember the name of t h e  hamlet o r  
subhamlet? 

A. L e t ' s  s e e ,  it is  marked here on t h e  map (Exhibi t  
MAP-4)  as  My Lai  (5)  , s i r .  There was a small  ca rb ine ,  30 
c a l i b e r ,  and an M - 1 .  TREVINO,  which was one t h e  boys from 
Texas, an ex-Mexican, picked up t h e  M - 1  , and Lieutenant  BROOKS 
picked up the  carb ine .  I th ink  TREVINO was l a t e r  on t a l k e d  
o u t  of t h e  M - 1  by Captain MEDINA. 

Q - Would you t e l l  us again about what t h e  gunships 
r epor ted ,  what the  r e p o r t s  t h a t  you received from t h e  gun-
sh ips  were? 

A.  W e l l ,  I was no t .  ca r ry ing  a r a d i o ,  s o  I had no 
knowledge of t h i s .  

0 Just whatever you heard? You mentioned gunships 
a t  My Lai  (5)  --
A. ( In te rpos ing)  Yes, t h e  gunships s h o t  the  uniformed 
ind iv idua l s .  You may c a l l  them uniformed VC . From t h e r e  we 
pushed onto t h i s  v i l l a g e  r i g h t  here (poin t ing  t o  Exh ib i t  P-134). ' 

A s  f a r  a s  con tac t  over t h e r e ,  it was l i g h t .  There was a 
couple of people sho t  but  no t  a g r e a t  d e a l .  We radioed t h e  
information back t o  Captain MEDINA. 

Q. What did you do then? Did you go back t o  My 
Lai ( 4 ) ?  

A. Y e s ,  sir, t he  company was--

'2 - ( I n t e r p ~ s i n g )  L e t  me ask you t h . i s ;  before you
moved i n t o  My Lai ( 5 ) ,  d i d  you complete .sweeping t,hrough your 
s e c t o r  of  My Lai ( 4 )  ? 

A. Yes, s i r ,  we d id .  
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Q e You g o t  c l e a r  t o  t h e  edge and then  you moved up 
to My L a i  (5) ? 

A. Y e s ,  s i r ,  

Q Go ahead wi th  what happened a f t e r  you l e f t  My 
L a i  ( 5 )  . 
A. For o u r  RON, we jo ined  t h e  company. I can re-
n ~ m b e rthat it was a graveyard.  

Q. 1: t h i n k  it is  off t h a t  photograph (Exh ib i t  P-134),  
b ~ twe have had tes t imony t h a t  it was a graveyard.  You jo ined  
up wi th  B/4 /3  and laagexed f o r  "he n i g h t  n e a r  a cemetery. 

A. Y e s ,  s i r ,  We g o t  q u i t e  a few s u p p l i e s  and natu-
r a l l y  some more armuni t ion.  We set  up ou-r mor t a r s ,  I b e l i e v e  
t h e y  p u t  t h e  mor ta rs  t o g e t h e r ,  

Q 0 Let ' s  go bac:lc t o  My L a i  ( 4 )  j u s t  b r i e f l y  now. 

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

(2. D o  you r e c a l l  any th ing  t h a t  perhaps  you have 
n o t  t o l d  us  y e t  about  s e e i n g  Vietnamese r e s i d e n t s  of 14y L a i  
( 4 )  k i l l e d ?  You mentioned s e e i n g  perhaps  50 dead people  i n  
Lhe f i r s t  hzlf ef the T ? F L ~ ; L T ~ P- HOW zb~llltthe other  s e c t o r ?  
Did you see any dead people  t h e r e ?  

A. T h e  1st P la toon  s e c t o r  was L ieu tenan t  C A L L E Y g s  
p l a toon ,  I had hea rd  t h a t  he had p o l i c e d  up t h e  people ,  
p u t  t h e m  i n t o  groups ,  and then  c u t  them down wi th  t h e  60 ' s .  
A s  f a r  as s e e i n g  t l i i s ,  I d i d  n o t  see it, 

Q. Did anyth ing  l i k e  t h a t  happen i n  the 2d P l a t o o n ' s  
s e c t o r ?  

A. N o ,  s i r ,  it d i d  no t .  A l l  o f  o u r  a c t i o n  w a s  as it 
came. I could  say that t h e r e  may have been c i v i l i a n s  s h o t  
u n n e c e s s a r i l y .  A s  f a r  as me d i r e c t l y  k i l l i n g ,  no, s i r .  

Q e  But you d o n ' t  h o w  of 'any i n c i d e n t s  of  rounding 
up c i v i l i a n s  i n  a group then  s h o o t i n g  them down? 

A. No, Like I say ,  I heard  of L i e u t e n a n t  CALLEY 's 
P la toon  do ing  t h i s ,  b u t  it  was a qu ick  day,  and w e  s t a y e d  i n  
ou r  own s e c t o r .  I did hear t h a t  some of t h e  people  from t h e  
3d went and jo ined  CAS;LEYFs o u t f i t ,  b u t  I never  saw any i n  
t h e  2d P la toon .  
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'Q. During t h e  morning d i d  you hear  an o rde r  passed 
down t o  s t o p  t h e  shoot ing? 

A. yes ,  sir. 

Q . We have had one witness  who s a i d  t h a t  Lieutenant  
BROOKS passed t h e  o rde r  t o  knock o f f  the  shoot ing  o r  knock 
o f f  t h e  k i l l i n g  o r  something l i k e  t h a t .  

Q Yes, s i r ,  he d id .  

Q 8 What d i d  you hear? 

A. I would say t h a t  t h a t  w a s  about t h i s  s e c t o r  
r i g h t  about h e r e  (po in t ing  t o  Exhib i t  P-134). 

Q e  
About two-thirds  of t h e  way through t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

A. Yes, sir. 

&. could you p lace  a time on t h a t ?  

A. Not a-ccurately, sir .  

Q You must have gone i n  somewhere between 0700 and 
0800 i n  the  morning, h i t  t he  LZ. J u s t  as  a  p o i n t  of r e f e r -
ence,  was it a f t e r  t h i s  t h a t  you broke f o r  chow? 

A. I would say 1100. I d id  not  have a watch a t  the  
t ime, and it has been q u i t e  awhile. 

Q o That w a s  11 o 'c lock  chow, o r  when t h e  o rde r  
was given t o  s t o p  k i l l i n g ?  

A. That was--the order  t o  s t o p  the  k i l l i n g  was 
given q u i t e  e a r l y ,  I would .say a hour and a h a l f  a f t e r  we 
g o t  i n t o  t h e  v i l l a g e .  

Q During the morning a t  My Lai ( 4 ) ,  d i d  you see any 
v i s i t i n g  o f f i c e r s  from Task Force Barker o r  t h e  br igade o r  
the  d i v i s i o n ?  

A. No, s i r .  I have read  Time and it s a i d  t h a t  
Lieutenant  CALLEY had conferred w i t h a  h e l i c o p t e r  p i l o t .  

Q. Did you see  t h a t ?  

A. No, s i r ,  I d i d n ' t .  
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Q e  
Did you know Captain MEDINA very wel l?  

A. A s  good as  any of h i s  men d i d ,  sir.  

Q What kind of o f f i c e r  was he? 

A* H e  was no t  a "reason why" man, j u s t  a "do o r  d i e "  
type o f f i c e r ;  and i n  my opinion,  a c r e d i t  t o  t h e  Army. He 
i s  t h e  type of man who would never speak t o  h i s  men as though 
they were f r i e n d s  of h i s .  He was always an o f f i c e r  f i r s t ,  
and then a man. ' 

Q a Were you i n  a p o s i t i o n  t o  t e l l  whether he main-
t a i n e d  c o n t r o l  of t h e  company t h a t  morning a t  My Lai? 

A. I t h i n k  t h a t  he l o s t  c o n t r o l  of the  company, be-
cause t h e r e  w e r e  t h ings  going on such as a g r e a t  dea l  of 
k i l l i n g  t h a t  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  he would have wanted. But--

a * ( In te rpos ing)  Did t h e  men of t h e  comp'any--excuse 
me, go ahead. 

A. I would say t h a t  I d o n ' t  t h ink  anybody f e l t  a 
g r e a t  deal of sympathy f o r  any of t h e s e  people because,  l i k e  
T s a y ,  w e  had l o s t ,  I think, seven of ou r  men, and these  were 
p r i m a r i l y  men w e  had i n  Hawaii toge the r  wi th  u s ,  those t h a t  
we had had good times wi th  and bad t i m e s  with.  I d i d n ' t  
mean t o  i n t e r r u p t  you. 

Q I w a s  going t o  ask whether t h e  men of t h e  company 
followed t h e  o p e r a t i o n a l  p l a n  and moved through i n  t h e i r  own 
s e c t o r ,  o r  d id  they g e t  o f f  and m i l l  around some? 

A. I would say t h a t  I t h i n k  members of t h e  3d 
Platoon came i n t o  t h e  wrong element. Their  j ob  was i n  t h e  
r e a r .  I n  doing t h i s ,  I say Captain MEDINA l o s t ,  more o r  
less, c o n t r o l  of t h e  company. 

Q O  How about the 2d Platoon,  d id  Lieutenant  BROOKS 
keep c o n t r o l ?  

A. Yes, I t h i n k  he did. H e  was a good o f f i c e r .  H e  
was q u i t e  a b i t  d i f f e r e n t  from Captain S E D I N A  i n  that he was 
the type of man that, t o  a g r e a t  d e a l ,  d i d  no t  c a r e  how h i s  
men d id  t h e  job, j u s t  so  they d id  it ,  which is q u i t e  d i f f e r e n t  
from Captain MEDINA. Oftentimes Captain  MEDINA would chew 
him ou t  f o r  hours on end, and i n s t e a d  cf walking away w i t h .  
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h i s  head bowed and more o r  l e s s  with h i s  t a i l  between h i s  
l e g s ,  he would walk away with a smi le  on h i s  f ace .  I am n o t  
saying he ignored an o f f i c e r  of h igher  rank,  but  I am saying 
t h a t  it seemed t h a t  he d i d  n o t  let it g e t  under h i s  sk in .  
He d i d  no t  l e t  an o f f i c e r  of h igher  rank d i s t u r b  him. 

Q Speaking of a t t i t u d e  toward the  men i n  t h e  
platoon,  he d idn  t supervise  very c lose ly  t h e i r  performance 
of duty? 

A. He depended upon h i s  squad l e a d e r s  t o  do t h i s  
a g r e a t  d e a l ,  He had some good squad l e a d e r s .  Occasional ly 
he would check on what they were supposed t o  be doing. I f  
they  were doing r i g h t ,  f i n e .  But he would n o t  do it i n  the  
t r a d i t i o n a l  Army manner: T e l l  t h e  squad l e a d e r  t o  tell t h e  
men. He would of tent imes  d i r e c t l y  t e l l  t h e  men. 

Q 0 By-pass t h e  squad l eader s?  

A. Yes, sir.  Oftentimes he d i d  not  i n s i s t  on being 
c a l l e d  " s i r "  which w a s ,  I t h i n k ,  a good i d e a  i n  combat s i t -
ua t ion .  He was a very popular  p la toon l e a d e r .  

Q Do you remember the  opera t ion  of Char l i e  Company
t h a t  af ternoon a f t e r  you l e f t  My L a i  ( 4 )  and My Lai  ( 5 )? Did 
anything of s i g n i f i c a n c e  occur between t h a t  t ime and t h e  
time you laagered  i n  for t h e  n igh t?  

A. I can remember when we laagered i n ,  w e l l ,  a f t e r  
we l e f t  My Lai  ( 4 ) ,  it more o r  l e s s  turned i n t o  a search and 
c l e a r  mission. There may have been a few hootches burned, 
I d o n ' t  t h i n k  t h e r e  were. But  I can remember when we d id  
l a a g e r  i n ,  t h e  Vietnamese i n t e r r o g a t o r s  quest ioned some 
i n d i v i d u a l s ,  and when they refused  t o  answer--I had heard 
t h a t  they d i d  t h i s  o f f  i n  a d i t c h ;  I th ink  t h i s  was something 
t o  prevent  more o r  l e s s  t h e  rest of the  company see ing  it--I 
had heard t h a t  they c u t  o f f  a f i n g e r .  And when they wouldn' t 
answer they would c u t  o f f  h i s  e a r ,  and when he wouldn ' t  t a l k  
then ,  they would shoot  one, and then they would go on t o  t h e  
next one, I think t h i  s kept up--

Q ( In te rpos ing)  Are you t a l k i n g  about members of 
the  Nat ional  Pol ice?  

A. Yes, sir. 
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And they  were i n t e r r o g a t i n g  VC s u s p e c t s ?
& a  


A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q How many d i d  they shoo t  t o  your knowledge? 
0 

A. I would say two. 

Q Did you see t h i s  y o u r s e l f ?  

A. Nop s i r ,  I d i d n ' t .  

Q Do you remember t h e  o p e r a t i o n  of C h a r l i e  Company-- 
0 

A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  This  i s  only what I had heard ,  s i r .  

Q - D o  you remember t h e  o p e r a t i o n s  of  C h a r l i e  Company 
t h e  n e x t  day, t h e  17 th?  

A .  I c a n ' t  remember wh.ether it was t h e  c a p t a i n  o r  
t h e  p l a toon  l e a d e r s  t h a t  b r i e f e d  us.  But they t o l d  us t h a t  
t h e  miss ion  had changed q u i t e  a b i t  from what it was b e f o r e ,  
t h a t  it w a s  no l o n g e r  a s e a r c h  and d e s t r o y  mis s ion ,  it w a s  
s ea rch  and c l e a r .  

When d i d  that b r i e f i n g  t a k e  p l ace?  
Q e  


A. It may have been l a t e r  on t h a t  n i g h t ,  It may 
have been t h e  n e x t  morning. They may have done it over  t h e  
r a d i o .  

Q . You d o n ' t  r e c a l l ?  

A.  NO, sir. 

What d i d  you do on t h e  17 th?  W e  unders tand  t h a t  
t h e  company t ~ u - n e d  sou th  and moved on down t o  t h e  Song Tra  
Khuc River ,  t hen  came back p a r t  way and l a a g e r e d  i n  for t h e  
n i g h t ,  D o  you recall  t h i s ?  

Q o  


A. Yes, sir.  W e  had pushed down t o  t h i s  a r e a  h e r e  
( p o i n t i n g  t o  MAP-4) t o  the w e s t  of H i l l  85 and t o  t h e  e a s t  
of Hill 72. W e  h i t  t h e  r i v e r ,  pushed forward t o  t h e  g u l f .  
While w e  were t h e r e  a t  t h e  g u l f ,  t h e r e  were s e v e r a l  suspec t s  
there ,  and one was proved t o  be an NVA area l e a d e r  o r  a r e a  
commander. Captain  MEDINA, 1. t h i n k  he p layed  Russian r o u l e t t e  
w i t h  t h i s  i n d i v i d u a l .  H e  knew where t h e  round was a t  a l l  
t i m e  b u t  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  didn 't . 
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Q Captain MEDINA descr ibed  t h i s  i n c i d e n t  t o  us .  
During the  day, d i d  t h e  company burn any hamlets o r  anything 
of  t h a t  na ture?  

A. I c a n ' t  be su re .  

Q a Do you remember t h e  opera t ions  of t h e  nex t  day,
t h e  18th? 

A. We RON'd i n  t h i s  a r e a  here  ( i n d i c a t i n g )  and from 
there--

Q . ( In te rpos ing)  Let t h e  record show t h a t  the  
witness  is  po in t ing  t o  an a r e a  southeas t  of H i l l  85. 

A. From t h e r e  we pushed on. I c a n ' t  be s u r e ,  bu t  
I th ink  it was t h e  next  morning when we were l i f t e d  o u t .  

Q Did you go up t o  an a r e a  approximately west of 
P i n k v i l l e  before  you were l i f t e d  out?  

A. This may have been t h e  LZ i n  t h i s  a r e a  i n  here  
(poin t ing  t o  MAP-4 ) .  I can remember t h a t  we never  d i d  go 
i n t o  t h e  a r e a  known as  t h e  P inkv i l l e .  

Q- You went t o  a p o i n t  west of P i n k v i l l e  and were 
l i f t e d  ou t  and were taken back t o  LZ Dot t ie?  

A. Yes, s i r ,  it was LZ Dot t i e .  

Q .  M r .  JOLLY, d i d  you know a Colonel HENDERSON, t h e  
br igade  commander? 

A. A s  f a r  a s  knowing him a s  an o f f i c e r  t o  an e n l i s t e d  
man, yes .  Knowing h i m  man t o  man, no. I knew that he had 
c o n t r o l  of the  br igade previous ly ,  I th ink  t h r e e  t imes ,  
twice i n  Hawaii. 

Q. Colonel HENDERSON t o l d  us t h a t  when t h e  company 
was e x t r a c t e d  and taken back t o  LZ Dot t i e ,  he met some ol 
t h e  men a s  they came i n  and t a l k e d  t o  them about what had 
happened a t  My Lai ( 4 ) .  H e  asked them i f  they knew anything 
about c i v i l i a n s  being k i l l e d ,  and he asked ques t ions  of sev-
e r a l  of t h e  men. Do you r e c a l l  t h i s ?  
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PA. Y e s ,  s ir ,  I do. I a l s o  r e c a l l  w e  were being t o l d  
n o t  t o  d i s c u s s  t h e  m a t t e r .  I f  an o f f i c e r  o r  someone e l s e  wanted 
t o  d i s c u s s  it, then  they could  see  our  commander;, Where t h e  
o r d e r  came from, t h e  p l a toon  l e a d e r s  o r  Captain  MEDINA, I 
don 't remember. 

Q Perhaps it w i l l  r e f r e s h  your  memory. Captain  
MEDINA appeared h e r e ,  and he t o l d  us t h a t  a s h o r t  t ime a f t e r  
My La i  ( 4 ) ,  he had c a l l e d  t h e  company t o g e t h e r  and t o l d  them 
t h a t  t h e r e  was a n  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  of  what had occur red  a t  My 
Lai  ( 4 )  . 
A. Y e s ,  s i r ,  t h i s  i s  t r u e .  

Q- Do you r e c a l l  t h i s  format ion? 

A, Y e s ,  s ir .  

0. Did anybody eve r  come and t a l k  t o  you i n  connee-
t i o n  w i t h  an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  of My L a i ( 4 ) ?  

A. Only a M r .  KASH. H e  was a C I D  i n v e s t i g a t o r  and 
a war ran t  o f f i c e r ,  and t h a t  was about  2 months ago. 

Q - I nean back i n  Vietnam3 

A .. No, s i r .  No one approached me i n  p a r t i c u l a r ,  
Colonel  HENDERSON may have approached m e  i n  Vietnam, bu t  I 
d o n ' t  remember t h a t .  

Q Except f o r  what w e  have t a l k e d  abou t ,  d.id anyone 
ever t e l l  you t o  keep q u i e t  about  what happened a t  My La i  ( 4 ) ?  

A. N o ,  sir. Would it be i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  l e t t e r  
t h a t  I r ece ived?  

Q W e l l ,  you a r e  now t a l k i n g  about  t h e  l e t t e r  from 
t h e  m i l i t a r y  judge? 

A .  Yes, sir. 

Q - Okay. 

COL FRANKLIN: Is t h e r e  a d i s t i n c t i o n  i n  your mind between 
what t h e  2d P la toon  and what the 1st P la toon  d i d ?  

A. A s  far  as--

1 9  
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Q ( In te rpos ing)  Going through t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

A .  Yes, s ir ,  as  f a r  a s  going through t h e  v i l l a g e ,  
I th ink  t h e r e  was. I d i d  no t  see t h e  1st Platoon,  but  from 
people t h a t  I had t a l k e d  t o  and th ings  t h a t  I had seen, I 
think it was a d i f f e r e n t  type of opera t ion?  

Q - I n  what r e s p e c t ?  

A. The 1st Pla toon,  from t h e  way I understand it, 
po l i ced  t h e  people up and c u t  them down, A l l  t h e  animals 
sho t ,  food burned, hootches burned. Like I say ,  t h e  3d 
d i d  t h e  burning. The 2d d i d  t h e i r  a c t i o n  as they came 
t o  it. I f  t h e r e  was, anyone t h a t  r an ,  they were taken c a r e  
of i n  the  manner t h a t  I descr ibed  before.  

Suppose they d i d n ' t  run? 

A. Then we would check them and ques t ion  them and 
pass  them on o r  leave  them o r  send them back t o  t h e  head-
q u a r t e r s  element with someone t o  watch them. 

Q a You mean t h e  only people the  2d Platoon k i l l e d  
were people t h a t  were running away? 

A. There may have been some more people,  b u t  t h i s  
was g e n e r a . 1 1 ~speaking,  

Q 0 These 50 people t h a t  you saw dead. Were they
a l l  running away? 

A, There may have been some t h a t  weren ' t  running. 
There may have been some t h a t  were h id ing  i n  bunkers. There 
may have been some t h a t  were innocent .  

Q A s  the  p la toon was going through, was everybody 
f i r i n g  t h e  whole t ime,  j u s t  f i r i n g  i n t o  the  hootches , j u s t  
f i r i n g  everywhere? 

A.  There w a s  a g r e a t  d e a l  of f i r i n g  going on every-
where. 

Q .  When you g o t  t o  a bunker, you y e l l e d  f o r  them 
t o  come out .  I f  nobody came o u t  you dropped grenades down 
on them? 

(Witness nods i n  t h e  a f f i rma t ive .  ) 

( JOLLY ) 20 APP T-57 

FOR O F F I C I A L  USE ONLY 



FOR OFFTCIkUI USE ONLY 

When t h e  word came o u t  t o  s t o p  t h e  k i l l i n g ,  were 
t h e r e  very many people  L e f t  t o  k i l l  a f t e r  an hour  and one 
h a l f ?  

A. Mot a g r e a t  d e a l .  Like I s a y ,  t h e r e  was a conser-
v a t i v e  number of 56--

Q ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  This  i s  what you saw? 

A. Y e s ,  sir,  tha . t  were more o r  less innocen t .  

Q - You mean t h e r e  were 50  l i v e  ones? How many people  
d i d  you see a l i v e  t h a t  t h e  p l a toon  j u s t  passed through and 
l e t  go, k i d s ,  women, men, e t  c e t e r a ?  How many people  d i d  you 
s e e  t h a t  were j u s t  l e f t  a lone  and checked and s t a y e d  where 
they  were o r  moved somewhere? 

A. I would say very f e w ,  p o s s i b l y  20.  

Q. You s a w  about 20  people  t h a t  were n o t  h u r t .  
Where were t h e y ,  i n s i d e  hootches  o r  i n s i d e  bunlrers? 

A. P r i m a r i l y  i n s i d e  hootches .  

Q a How many of t hose  were wounded would you say? 

A. Ten t o  f i f t e e n  p e r c e n t .  

9 - N o  one f e l t  s o r r y  f o r  them. Woul-d you exp la in  
t h a t ?  

A. W e  had l o s t  s e v e r a l ,  22 p rev ious ly .  

A. 22 men i n j u r e d ,  a s  I s a i d  b e f o r e ,  and I t h i n k  7 o f  
these men d i e d ,  O f  cou r se ,  w e  knew t h a t  whi le  t h e s e  w e r e n ' t  
t h e  i n d i v i d u a l s  t h a t  d i d  i t ,  it w a s  p o s s i b l e  t h a t  they  could 
have been the  i n d i v i d u a l s  that s e t  t h e  mines. But o u t  of 
all t h e  Vietnamese it i s  no t  l i k e l y .  W e  more o r  l e s s  f e l t  
a d i s l i k e  f o r  a l l  t h e  Vietnamese. When someone was 
i n j u r e d ,  e s p e c i a l l y  someone t h a t  was running  when w e  
f i r e d  the  warning s h o t  and t o l d  them t o  s t o p ,  t h e n  no 
one l o s t  any s l e e p  over  it. 

Q. Did you l o s e  any s l e e p  over t h i s  ope ra t ion?  

21 
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A. Q u i t e  a b i t .  

Q 0 Why? 

A. To me it was wrong, e s p e c i a l l y  when t h e  i n v e s t i -
ga t ion  came up. This made it even worse. Of course ,  I know 
t h a t  it was wrong t o  begin with.  Then, when I found out  t h a t  
c e r t a i n  people may be prosecuted f o r  it, even though they 
were g u i l t y ,  they were s t i l l  my f r i e n d s .  These were people 
t h a t  I had fought wi th ,  s l e p t  wi th ,  people t h a t  would of ten-
t i n e s  d i e  f o r  me and I f o r  them. This i s  what the  Army i s  
a l l  about. I th ink  t h i s  is  one of t h e  reasons w e  a r e  i n  
Vietnam. 

Q 0 
Those 50 dead people you saw, were most of them 

VC? Any uniformed, armed, o r  s h o t  back? 

A. No, s i r ,  t h e r e  was very l i t t l e  shoot ing  back. 
A s  f a r  as  I know, we met no r e s i s t a n c e  a l l  day long. 

Q q  Who were these  50 people? 

A. These were people t h a t  would run when we t o l d  
them t o  s top ;  people t h a t  were i n  bunkers; people t h a t  were 
h id ing  i n  t h e  a r e a  a d  would poss ib ly  jump out  a t  a G I  o r  
something l i k e  th is - - the  G I  i n  f r i g h t  would shoot  t h e  people. 

Q a W e r e  many of these kids i n  the 50 bodies  t h a t  
you saw? 

A. Some of t h e m ,  as f a r  as  numbers go, I would say 
poss ib ly  f i v e  o r  t en .  

Q When you say k i d s ,  you a re  t a l k i n g  about what age? 

A. Below 12.  

Q Were t h e r e  a l o t  of people i n  these  bunkers where 
you threw grenades t h a t  you would not  even have seen? Every 
bunker t h a t  they came a c r o s s ,  d i d  they throw grenades down i t ?  

A. The ones we could see i n ,  we d id  n o t  throw gre-
nades i n ,  The ones we c o u l d n ' t  s ee ,  then we'd of ten t imes  y e l l  
"come o u t , "  and then we would throw grenades i n .  

Q. You f e e l  bad now t h a t  some of your buddies may 
be prosecuted,  but  did anyone f e e l  bad about  t h e  50 bodies  
you say you saw? 
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A. I d o n ' t  thinlc anyone f e l t  bad about it, But,  
l i k e  I s a i d ,  t h e s e  peop le ,  p o s s i b l y  myse l f ,  a r e  q u i l t y .  I f  
there were c i v i l i a n s  t h e r e ,  then t h i s  may be c a l l e d  an i n c i d e n t  
of war. I t h i n k  we d i d  n o t  f e e l  s o r r y  f o r  them, b u t  c e r t a i n l y  
somebody f e e l s  s o r r y  f o r  them. They have g o t  t h e i r  loved ones 
j u s t  l i k e  w e  do. 

Q. I an t r y i n g  t o  g e t  your frame of mind t h e r e .  Why 
d i d n ' t  you k i l l  everybody i n  t h a t  a r e a ?  What is  t h e  d i f f e r -  
ence between the people  i n  1417 L a i  ( 4 )  and t h e  second and t h i r d  
days of t h e  o p e r a t i o n ?  What was t h e  d i f f e r e n c e  between t h e s e  
people on subequent  o p e r a t i o n s ?  

A. I d o n ' t  know, sir--

Q - ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Why d idn  't you j u s t  k i l l  everybody 
all t h e  t i m e ?  Why t h e s e  people?  O r  d i d  you k i l l  o t h e r  people  
o t h e r  places? 

A *  No, s i r ,  t h e r e  w a s  no th ing  q u i t e  t h i s  bad.  These 
were our  o r d e r s  t o  do t h i s ?  

Q a  To do what? 

Q - Can you t e l l  us  what t hose  o r d e r s  were? 

A, Search and d e s t r o y .  

Q That  means t o  you t o  k i l l  everybody? o 

A .  N o ,  sir. I t  does n o t  mean t o  me t o  k i l l  every- 
body. 3 am s o r r y  i f  you g o t  t h a t  impress ion.  To m e ,  it means 
just what it s a y s ,  search and d e s t r o y :  search t h e  hootches;  
d e s t r o y  t h e  food,  I n  a s i t u a t i o n s  like t h i s ,  we had explicit 
orders to s e a r c h  t h e  hootches;  t o  d e s t r o y  t h e  food supply ;  
and t o  d e s t r o y  t h e  animals ,  even though t h e  animals  may be- 
long  to an innocen t  f a r m e r ,  The i n d i v i d u a l s  t h a t  w e r e  
running ,  and w e  t o l d  them t o  s t o p ,  and f i r e d  a warning s h o t ,  
and if not, then  t h e s e  w e r e  assumed VC. 

a- Are you t r y i n g  t o  t e l l  m e ,  now, t h a t  every s i n g l e  
one of t h e s e  people  s h o t  had a warning s h o t  and something 
yel led a t  them b e f o r e  you s h o t  them? 

A. N o ,  s i r ,  1 am n o t  s ay ing  t h i s .  I a m  ' saying t h a t  
t h e s e  were our ~ r d e r s .  
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Q To shoot  them i f  they ran ,  a f t e r  a l l  of t h i s  
o t h e r  business .  Did most of t h e  men i n  your company t h a t  
were your f r i e n d s  feel l i k e  you did? 

A. Like I d i d  what, s i r ?  You mean l ike - -

Q a ( In te rpos ing)  Did anybody ever  come up t o  you 
and say,  "It i s  t e r r i b l e  what w e  did"? 

A. Yes, s i r .  

Q Who? 

AS f a r  as  e x p l i c i t  names, I c a n ' t  be s u r e ,  sir. MA. 
This has been t o o  long of a time. I .can say t h a t  GARZA and F-

3-
FMRES, the  medics i n  this o u t f i t ,  were s o r r y  t o  see  t h i s  
happen. I t h i n k  t h a t  t h e  of f i c e r s - - 1  d o n ' t  know about Lieut-
enant  CALLEY, I th ink  Lieutenant  BROOKS was so r ry .  I t h i n k  CO 

t h a t  Captain NEDINA was so r ry  t h a t  it happened. c'4 

Q a Did Lieutenant  BROOKS make any e f f o r t  t o  g e t  t h e  
men t o  c o n t r o l  t h e i r  f i r e  o r  t o  s t o p  f i r i n g ?  

A. Yes, sir,  a t  t h i s  p o i n t  here  t h a t  I poin ted  o u t  
earlies ( r e f e r r i n g  t o  ~ x h i b i tP-134). 

Q A f t e r  he go t  t h e  o rde r  from Captain MEDINA? 

A. I t h i n k  t h a t  o rde r  came from h imse l f ,  s i r .  

Q You t h i n k  t h a t  was h i s  own o rde r  t o  s t o p  the  
k i l l i n g ?  

A. Yes, s i r ,  unless  it was--he s a i d  s t o p ,  unless  
it w a s  abso lu te ly  necessary.  

MR WEST: I j u s t  want t o  ask you some genera l  ques t ions  now. 
What kind of assignments d id  Company C r ece ive  a f t e r  the  My 
Lai  operation? Was there anything d i f f e r e n t  about them, or 
were they about t h e  same as they had been before?  
'I 

A. About t h e  same as  it had been before  t h e  My Lai  
inc iden t .  
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Q. Did you have any more s e a r c h  and d e s t r o y  miss ions  
o r  s e a r c h  and c l e a r ?  

A, P r i m a r i l y  s e a r c h  and c l e a r .  

Q a 
In  November t h e r e  were some n.ewspaper' s t o r i e s  

t o  t h e  e f f e c t  t h a t  t h e  men of C h a r l i e  Company may have been 
under t h e  i n f l u e n c e  of marijuans  t h a t  morni.ng a t  bly La i  ( 4 )  , 
Do you know anyth ing  about  such a t h i n g ?  

A. I donQt t h i n k  s o .  1: donD. thave any .knowledge of 
such.  I t h i n k  t h a t  it may have happened, b u t  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  
it i s  p o s s i b l e .  These people  probably had smoked it b e f o r e ,  
b u t  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  t h a t  t hey  d i d  it t h a t  morning. They had 
thought--we had beer1 t o l d  t h a t  t h i s  s i t u a t i o n  would be t o o  
t e n s e  f o r  such a t h i n g  a s  t h i s .  

(20 
J u s t  summing up, M r ,  JOLLY,  what do you t h i n k  

r e a l l y  happened a t  My Lai  ( 4 )  t o  r e s u l t  i n  a l l  of  t h e s e  k i l l -
i n g s  of Vietnamese c i v i l i a n s ?  

A. What do you--

Q T ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  For example! do you t h i n k  t h i s  
w a s  a r e s u l t  of o r d e r s  t h a t  w e r e  passed down, o r  d i d  t h e  men 
g e t  ou t  of c o n t r o l  and go t o o  f a r ?  

A. I t h i n k  it w a s  a combination of o r d e r s  and t h e  
men t a k i n g  o u t  t h e i r  own vengeance themse lves ,  which I 
have s a i d  b e f o r e  i s  a g a i n s t  t h e  r u l e s  of common sense  f o r  
sorriebody t o  take o u t  vengeance themselves .  

Q- Speaking of t h e  o r d e r s  now, you s t a t e d  c l e a r l y  
t h a t  i n  your  op in ion  you had n o t  been o rde red  t o  k i l l  a l l  
the Vietnamese r e s i d e n t s  i n  My La i  ( 4 )  . Do you t h i n k  some of 
t h e  men may have misunderstood t h e  o r d e r s  and thought  they  
were a c t u a l l y  supposed t o  k i l l  everybody? 

-

A. I t h i n k  t h a t  t h i s  i s  q u i t e  p o s s i b l e .  

Q I want t o  be s u r e  t h a t  I am n o t  p u t t i n g  t h e  
thought  i n  your  mind. Now, t h i s  is your r e a l  f e e l i n g ,  is i t ?  

A. Y e s ,  
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Q I t h i n k  t h a t  you r e a l i z e  t h a t  t h i s  i n c i d e n t  a t  My
~ a i( 4 )  was l a r g e l y  unknown u n t i l  r e c e n t l y .  The f i r s t  word 
t h a t  Department of t h e  Army h e r e  i n  Washington had of  t h e  i n -
c i d e n t  from the Department o f  Defense came from a l e t t e r  
w r i t t e n  by. RIDENHOUR, formerly  a s o l d i e r  i n  Vietnam. This 
r e s u l t e d  i n  an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  be ing  s t a r t e d  i n  A p r i l  t h i s  
y e a r  by Colonel  WILSON, I n  your op in ion  why was t h i s  n o t  re-
p o r t e d  e a r l i e r ?  Do you have any i d e a s  on t h i s ?  

A. The i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  as you say ,  may have been con-
cea l ed .  M r ,  KASH s a i d  t h a t  t h e  r e p o r t  t h a t  General  WESTMORE-
LAND g o t  w a s  "blood and g u t , "  i nch  by inch  up t h e  h i l l ,  Marine-
type  t a c t i c s ;  b u t  it was n o t  t h a t  way, I t h i n k  then  it w a s  
more o r  l e s s  concea led ,  because nobody i s  going t o  condemn 
t h e  GI's f o r  a miss ion  l i k e  t h a t  even i f  t h a t  i s  what it was; 
and it was n o t  any th ing  l i k e  t h a t .  A s  t o  why it h a s  n o t  been 
brought  o u t  b e f o r e ,  I Lhink someone wrote t h e i r  Congressman. 
I d o n ' t  t h i n k  tha t - -as  t o  why he wrote  h i s  Congressman, I 
don1t know. A s  t o  why it w a s  n o t  brought  o u t ,  I d o n ' t  know. 

Q. Did t h e  members of Cha r l i e  Company t a l k  about  
what happened a t  My La i  ( 4 )  a f t e rwards?  

A. - No, sir. 

Q. Was t h e r e  any tendency t o  keep q u i e t  about it 
because they  felt bad about  it, o r  were ashamed? 

A. No, s i r ,  There w a s  more o r  l ess - - they  j u s t  
k e p t  q u i e t ,  W e  had p l e n t y  of o t h e r  t h i n g s  t o  t h i n k  
about  w h i l e  w e  were over  t h e r e .  

Q Do you t h i n k  Captain  MEDINA% i n s t r u c t i o n s  
had much i n f l u e n c e ?  

A. With t h e  amount of k i l l i n g  you mean? 

9. No, I mean i n  n o t  t a l k i n g  about  t h e  i n c i d e n t .  

A. I t h i n k  they  d i d .  

Q M r .  JOLLY, can you t h i n k  of any th ing  else t h a t  
you could  t e l l  us t h a t  would h e l p  us i n  ou r  i n q u i r y ,  any 
s t a t emen t  t h a t  you would l i k e  t o  make a t  t h i s  t ime? 

A. No, s i r ,  I t h i n k  w e  have j u s t  about covered 
every th ing .  
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Q W e  would l i k e  you,  a f t e r  w e  r e c e s s  h e r e ,  t o  
spend sone t i m e  wi th  Colonel  WILSON. Be w i l l  go over  some 
photographs w i t h  you and a s k  you some q u e s t i o n s  about. your 
t r a i n i n g .  Th i s  concl.udes t h e  i n t e r r o g a t i o n  a t  t h i s  t ime.  
W e  want t o  thank you f o r  coming, and w e  r e a l i z e  it is a 
great inconvenience t o  you. You ha.ve he lped  u s ,  and we 
appreciate .it very  m ~ ~ c b . ,  

A. W e l l ,  I w a s  c e r t a i n l y  g l a d  t o  do it. I never 
w a s  much on p a t r i o t i s m ,  b u t  now t h a t  I look back on it, I 
'1.i .ink t h a t  I may n o t  have been a b l e  t o  be proud t o  die f o r  
my count ry .  But my parents have t o l d  m e  t h a t  they would 
have been proud t o  say t h a t  t h e i r  son had d i e d  f o r  h i s  
country .  A s  it w a s ,  it d i d  n o t  t u r n  o u t  l i k e  t h i s .  The 
way it t u r n e d  o u t  was c e r t a i n l y  unp leasan t .  A s  f a r  a s  
t h e  inconvenience goes ,  it i s  some inconvenience.  I may 
miss o u t  on a l i t t l e  schoo l ,  b u t  it i s  worth it. I t h i n k  
t h a t  i s  about  it. 

MP. WEST: Th.e h e a r i n g  w i l l  r e c e s s .  

(The h e a r i n g  r e c e s s e d  a t  1053 hour s ,  3 
January 1970 ) 

(The h e a r i n g  reconvened a t  1055 hour s ,  3 
J a n u a r y  19701 

fZO:i WILSON: The h e a r i n g  w i l l  come t o  o r d e r .  

RGDF,: The fo l lowing  persons-  w e r e  p r e s e n t :  COE 
WILSON, M A J  ZYCHOWSKZ , and YAJ COOP. 

CDL WILSON:  I want you t o  t a k e  a l l  t h e s e  photographs 
and p u t  them i n t o  two p i l e s :  one pile f o r  t h e  ones you 
recognize, e i t h e r  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l s  o r  t h e  p l a c e ;  and t h e  
other p i l e  f o r  t h o s e  t h a t  you do n o t  r ecogn ize  and d o n ' t  
mean anyth ing  t o  you. When you have s e p a r a t e d  them, we 
will p lc t  t h e  photos  you can reme-mber. I f  you can remem-
ber somnething i n  them, p l e a s e  i d e n t i f y  it. 

A *  Y e s ,  sir .  

(The h e a r i n g  r eces sed  a t  1057 hour s ,  3 
January 1970) 

(The h e a r i n g  reconvened a t  1 1 1 0  h o u r s ,  3 
January 1970) 

CDL WILSON: The h e a r i n g  w i l l  come t o  o r d e r .  D o  you 
recall t h e  l o c a t i o n  where your h e l i c o p t e r  se t  down? 
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(Witness p o i n t s  o u t  on an a e r i a l  photo ,  E x h i b i t  
P-3-34,] 


So what you a r e  p o i n t i n g  a t  h e r e  i s  t h e  l and ing  
zone. Do you remember where it w a s  i n  r e f e r e n c e  t o  t h i s  
t r e e  l i n e ?  Do you renember t h i s  tree l i n e ?  

A.  I t h i n k  it w a s  n o r t h  of t h a t  t r e e  l i n e .  

Q 0 
I am going t o  p u t  a mark g e n e r a l l y  r i g h t  i n  

t h i s  axea--nwber  1 as t h e  l a n d i n g  zone. A s  I r e c a l l ,  
you gave t h e  i n fo rma t ion  t h a t  t h e  1st Pla toon  was on t h e  
r i g h t  and t h e  2d P la toon  w a s  on t h e  l e f t .  D o  you r e c a l l  
when you went up t c  t h e  v i l l a g e ,  d i d  you s t o p  and regroup 
on a  t e r r a i n  f e a t u r e  o r  d i d  you go r i g h t  from your  h e l i -  
c o p t e r  i n t o  the v i l l a g e ?  

A. W e  regrou.ped around t h i s  l i n e  r i g h t  h e r e  
( p o i n t i n g  t o  a e r i a l  p h o t o ) .  There i s  a l i t t l e  d i t c h  
r i g h t  t h e r e  and an en~bankment. 

Q o Along an embankment? 

A. ye s ,  s ir .  

(2 . W h a t  squad were you wi th?  

A. I w a s  nea r  L ieu t enan t  BROOKS t h e  m a j o r i t y  of 
t h e  t ime.  I w a s  n o t  w i t h  t h e  squad. I f  I was wi th  t h e  
squad,  it was t h e  t h i r d  squad,  Sergeant  L A C R O I X 1 s  squad.  

Q a Were they  t h r e e  squads a b r e a s t  or--

A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Three squads a b r e a s t .  

Q Do you remember which squad was on t h e  r i g h t  
which w a s  i n  t h e  c e n t e r ,  and which was on t h e  l e f t ?  

A. First squad sn the r i g h t ,  t h i r d  in t h e  center, 
and second on t h e  l e f t .  

Q DO you remember how f a r  down t h e  n o r t h  p o r t i o n  
of t h e  v i l l a g e  your p l a t o o n ' s  f ron tage  extended? Can you 
p o i n t  o u t  g e n e r a l l y  where t h a t  f r o n t a g e  was? 
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A ,  I would say i n  t h , i s  a r e a .  I c a n ' t  be s u r e  
( p o i n t i n g  t o  a e r i a l  photo)  . 

(Witness dra\;s c i r c l e s  on map and numbers then\ .)  

Q 4 Where was t h e  p l a toon  h e a d q u a r t e r s ,  t h e  plat.oon CP? 
W d s  it behind any of t h e s e  squads? 

A. Somewhere r i g h t  h e r e  between t h e  f i r s t  and 
t h e  t h i r d .  

Q 1 Right  about  i n  he re  ( r e f e r r i n g  t o  a e r i a l  
p h ~ t o )? 

A, Yes, s ir .  

Q a I am p l a c i n g  t h e  command p o s t  l o c a t i o n  between 
t h e  f i r s t  and the  t h i r d  squads, Do you f e e l  t h a t  your p l a -
t o o n ' s  s o u t h e r n  boundarv went due e a s t  o r  extended down 
through t o  t h e  v i l l a g e ?  could  you p o i n t  o u t  what you t h i n k  
your boundary w a s ?  

A. I would s a y  nGre o r  less l i k e  s o  (marking on 
photo)  . 
n 
x - Cid t h e  second squad  exkend o f f  i n t o  t h e  r i c e  
paddy o r  d i d  t h e y  s tay--

A ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  They moved through t h e  paddies .  
They had a couple  of men on t h e  paddies .  

Q . I want you t o  draw what you t h i n k  your  boundary 
was i n  a s t r a i g h t  l i n e ,  b u t  I want t o  s e p a r a t e  it a t  about  
halfway w i t h  t h e  boundary symbol, So j u s t  go ahead and draw 
it. You were a t  t h e  r i g h t  s e c t o r  of t h e  p l a t o o n  where t h e  
p l a t o o n  jo ined  t.he 1st P la toon ,  

(Witness does  as d i r e c t e d .  ) 

You went through he re?  

A. Yes, s i r .  I would like to draw something,  
T h i s  is more over  h e r e .  

Q a This  i s  s o r t  of the g e n e r a l  i d e a  though? 

A. Y e s ,  s i r ,  

Q Do you recall w h . e t h e r  t h e r e  was any c o n t r o l  i n  
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t h e  movement? I mean by t h a t ,  how d i d  t h e  f i r s t  squad 
keep from ex tending  r i g h t  o f f  t.o t h e  r i g h t ?  What d i d  it 
use a s  a guide? Was it by d i r e c t i o n ,  through phase l i n e s ,  
o r  was it c o o r d i n a t i n g  p o i n t s ?  

A. More o r  l e s s  t h e  squad l e a d e r ' s  own judgment. 

Q He r e a l l y  had no th ing  t o  gu ide  on, no d i r e c t i o n  
o r  any th ing?  H e  j u s t  main ta ined  t h e  g e n e r a l  d i r e c t i o n ?  

A. Yes, s i r .  

Q o  Now, t h e  2d P la toon  went more o r  l e s s  on t h e  
s i d e .  The second squad went due e a s t  j u s t  about  o u t  of 
t h e  v i l l a g e ?  And s t r a i g h t  on up? 

A. They moved up t h i s  way, they  k e p t  a few people  
ir, t h e  paddies  (indicating) . 
Q So, a c t u a l l y  t h e  p l a toons  s t a r t e d  moving
s o u t h e a s t .  S o r t  of c l o s i n g  i n ?  

A,  More o r  less,  b u t  t hey  k e p t  a few people  
i n  t h e  paddies .  On t h e  o t h e r  map t h i s  appeared t o  be 
n o r t h e a s t .  

Q What were t h e  methods of c o n t r o l  between t h e  
squads a s  they  moved through t h e  v i l l a g e ?  A s  you were 
going througil t h e  paiidies,  y u u  probabiy l o s t  s i g h t  or' each 
o t h e r .  So what type  of c o n t r o l  d i d  t h e  squad l e a d e r s  use 
t o  keep from overla.pping? Was it j u s t  a l i n e  of s i g h t ?  

A. Yes. 

Q . I t h i n k  t h e  one would be t h i s  one- You were 
going t o  come down about  l i k e  t h i s  and move o u t  i n  t h i s  
d i r e c t i o n  more o r  less ex tending  o u t ,  more o r  less c o n t r o l -
l e d ,  moving on t h e  boundary of t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

A. Yes. 

Q I suppose t h e  g e n e r a l  procedure  extended a  
l i t t l e  b i t  t o  t h e  sou th  and somewhat s t r a i g h t e r .  Is t h a t  
c o r r e c t ?  

A. Yes. 

Q a Now, from t h e  t ime you l e f t  t h e  l and ing  zone 
and you moved forward w i t h  the command p o s t  t o  t h i s  loca-
t i o n  g e n e r a l l y ,  how many mor ta rs  were w i t h  t h e  company? 
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A. Jus ' t  one tube .  

Q And where was t h a t  tube?  

A. T h a t  w a s  j ~ ~ tI-ucp: n a  tbnC-L Lc cor.pml7 C? , Captzln  
MEDINA, a t  t h e  t ime .  

0, I unders tand  Captain  f i E D I N A ' s  men had gone t o  
L i ~ e  south? 

A. H e  may have,  b u t  I unders tood p rev ious ly  t h a t  
t h e  mor ta rs  were going t o  s t a y  w i t h  him. 

Q Did t h e  mor ta rs  s e t  up r i g h t  awayp o r  d i d  t hey  
move o f f ?  

A. They k e p t  pushing. I d o n ' t  know whether they 
moved w i t h  t h e  CP,  b u t  t h e y  moved. 

Q I f  you had a f i r e  o r d e r  t o  pass  t o  t h e  mor ta r  
and it was moving, how would it f i r e ?  

A. It would go i n t o  a c t i o n  r i g h t  away, more o r  
less a h i p  shoot .  Like I s a i d ,  I was n o t  t h e r e  b u t  t h e  
plan was behind the headqua r t e r s  e lement .  

Q But you don" know f o r  s u r e  whether it was 
t h e r e  o r  n o t ?  

A. No, sir. 

Q a What i s  t h e  next  th ing--

A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Headquar ters ,  

Q . I n  o t h e r  words t h a t  shows t h e  headqua r t e r s  
group l e a d i n g  t h e  mor ta r  p la toon?  

A. Y e s .  
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Q - You i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  you s topped somewhere i n  
t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

A. I i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  t h e  word was passed  down t o  
s t o p  t h e  exces s ive  f i r i n g .  

Did they  say  s t o p  f i r i n g  o r  s t o p  k i l l i n g ?  

A. I c a n ' t  be s u r e .  

Q Where was t h e  approximate l o c a t i o n  when t h i s  
word w a s  p u t  o u t ?  

(Witness p o i n t s  t o  t h e  E x h i b i t  P-134 .) 

Point n9&er 2 i s  t h e  area where t h e  o r d e r  
was r e c e i v e d  t o  s t o p  f i r i n g ?  

A. You might p u t  "excess ive"  i n  t h e r e .  

Q a Then you moved. I s  t h e r e  anyth ing  i n  p a r t i c -
ular t h a t  you can h i g h l i g h t  a s  you moved through t h i s  v i l -
l a g e  t h a t  you can remember, o t h e r  t han  what w e  might p i ck  
up from t h e  photographs? 

A. No. 

Q - When you moved t o  t h e  far s i d e  of t h e  v i l l a q e ,  
d i d  you r each  t h e  f a r  e a s t  s i d e  of t h e  v i l l a g e  b e f o r e  mov-
i n g  toward t h e  no r th?  

A. I f  we d id  n o t  reach  it, we reached c l o s e  t o  it. 
A s  I s a i d ,  we moved up h e r e  and p icked  up t h e  two i n d i v i d -
u a l s  : n o t  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l s ,  w e  p icked up t h e i r  weapons. 

Q I t  was an 81? 

A. Y e s ,  it was. The new one wi th  c i r c l e s  on t h e  
t u b e s ,  t h r e e  I t h i n k .  

Q. When you reached t h i s  p o s i t i o n ,  had reconna is -
s a n c e  hhy F i r e  s t a r t ~ d ,or h a d  t h e  t roops s t a r t e d  f i r i n g  a t  
t h i s  p o i n t  ( p o i n t i n g  on a e r i a l  photo)  ? 

A. I d o n ' t  t h i n k  so .  

Q - I n  o t h e r  words, w e  can c a l l  t h i s  almost  a l i n e  
of d e p a r t u r e  because you d i d  b u i l d  up your  squads on t h a t  

(JOLLY) APP T-57 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 



FOR OFFIClAL USE ONLY 

l i n e ,  Is that c o r r e c t ?  

A. Y e s .  

Q .  And they  d i d  n o t  f i r e  a t  t h a t  p o i n t ?  

A. No. 

Q *, When d i d  t h e  f i r i n g  start? 

A. 1mmedia.Lely a f t e r  movement commenced. O f  
c o u r s e ,  now, you unders tand t h a t  t h e  choppers prepped 
t h e  LZ and s o  t h e r e  w a s  f i r i n g  r i g h t  t h e r a  ( i n d i c a t i n g  

a e r i a l  p h o t o ) .  And whi le  we were s i t t i n g  h e r e ,  they 
were shoot ing .  A s  t o  s p e c i f i c  t a r g e t s ,  I d o n ' t  know. 

Q a Now, on the ske tch  over  h e r e ,  you showed t h e  
3d moving i n  t h e  c e n t e r .  Did it fo l low g e n e r a l l y  i n t o  
t h e  c e n t e r  of t h e  v i l l ag -e ,  o r  d i d  it fo l low one o f  t h e  
l e a d i n g  p l a toons  ? 

A, A t  t h a t  t ime ,  I t h i n k  it brought  up t h e  r e a r  
behind t h e  h e a d q u a r t e r s  e lement  i n  t h e  c e n t e r ,  b u t  I was 
n o t  t h e r e  s o  I c a n ' t  s ay  f o r  s u r e .  

Q You d o n ' t  know f o r  s u r e  about  t h a t ?  

A. No, sir .  

Q You have i n d i c a t e d  on y o u  photo  ( p o i n t i n g  
t o  a c i r c l e d  M )  --

( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Mortar .  

Q e  Is t h a t  t h e  l o c a t i o n  of t h e  t ube?  

A. Tha t  i s  where they w e r e  i n  r e l a t i o n  t o  t h e  
movement, 

Q This  i s  where t h e  martar went i n ,  r i g h t  
there? When you moved t o  t h e  f a r  e a s t  s i d e  of t h e  v i l l a g e ,  
or i n  t h a - t  area, d id  you e s t a b l i s h  a p e r i m s t e r  o r  d i d  you 
rave o u t  immediately? 

A. Moved o u t  im;..ediately. 

Q And y ~ umoved t o  t h i s  v i l l a g e  and n o t  t h i s  
one ( i n d i c a , t i n g  on a e r i a l  p h o t o ) ?  
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A. I have t o l d  you t h i s  one p r e v i o u s l y ,  b u t  it 
has  been some t ime.  t 

Q - You a r e  n o t  q u i t e  s u r e  which? I t  could  have 
been t h i s  one h e r e ?  

A. It i s  p o s s i b l e  ( l ook ing  a t  map). 

Q Where w a s  your r i g h t  p l a toon  moving--from 
My L a i  ( 4 )  i n  a g e n e r a l  n o r t h e a s t  d i r e c t i o n  toward t h e  
v i l l a g e  which is  i n  the  bow of  t h e  s t ream.  Before  w e  
l e a v e  t h e  v i l l a g e ,  w a s  t h e r e  anyth ing  a t  t h e  edge o f  t h e  
v i l l a g e  t h a t  you can comment on? Did anyth ing  happen i n  
t h i s  a r e a ?  . 

.A. Near t h e  end ,  one of  t h e  boys s h o t  h imse l f  i n  
t h e  f o o t  w i t h  a .45. 

Q Was t h a t  n e a r  you? 

A,  No, I t h i n k  t h a t  was 3d P la toon .  It could  
p o s s i b l y  have been t h e  3d o r  l s t ,  I a m  n o t  s u r e .  But I 
remember s e e i n g  h i s  p i c t u r e  i n  he re .  

Q Did you have any knowledge of what t i m e  t h a t  
he was evacua ted ,  when t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  came i n ,  o r  any th ing  
l i k e  t h a t ?  

A. No, I j u s t  hea rd  t h a t  he s h o t  h imse l f  i n  t h e  
f o o t ,  

Q . Do you know i f  any of t h e  1st P la toon  w a s  on 
t h e  e a s t  edge of  t h e  v i l l a g e ?  Did you n o t i c e  any th ing  
unusual  going on i n  t h i s  a r e a  t o  t h e  e a s t ?  

A. No. 

Q a I am going t o  show t h e  2d P la toon  moving from 
My L a i  ( 4 )  up t o  t h e  v i l l a g e  t o  t h e  n o r t h e a s t .  What w a s  
your p l a t o o n ' s  f r o n t a g e ,  do you r e c a l l ?  

A ,  You mean t h e  d i s t a n c e  a c r o s s  t h e  open t e r r a i n - -

Q . ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Let  m e  add something t o  t h a t  
ques t ion .  When you moved a c r o s s  t h e  padd ie s ,  were you i n  
a column o r  sk i rmi sh  format ion? 
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A. I t h i n k  tlais i s  c a l l e d  f i r e  teams a b r e a s t .  

A l l  f i r e  teams a b r e a s t ,  a l l  t h r e e  squads? 

A* I t h i n k  so .  

Q And that i s  as  you moved t o  t h e  o t h e r  v i l l a g e ?  

A. Yes. 

Q. So t h i s  gives  you about 150 t o  250 meter 
f r o n t .  Is t h a t  about r i g h t ?  Was it more o r  l e s s  than 
tha. t?  

A. I would say 1 0 0  t o  150. 

Q - Was t h e r e  anything i n  p a r t i c u l a r  t h a t  happened 
i n  t h i s  v i l l a e e  t o  t h e  nor theas t?  

A. Nothing that  s t ands  ou t  i n  my mind. 

Q L e t ' s  s t a r t  with t h e  ground photographs. 
Could you t e l l  me where the  l o c a t i o n  was t h a t  you secured 
t h e  VC weapons? 

A, About midway between--this i s  My Lai (4)--and 
LFAe v i l l a g e  t h a t  we were going t o .  

Q . Poin t  3--

PA. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  I can say  t h a t  I doni t remember 
c ross ing  a s t ream. 

Q You d o n ' t  remember c ross ing  a stream? 

A. I may have, but  I d o n ' t  remember it. 

Q . I t  could have been dry? 

A .  Yes. I t  was t h a t  time of year  anyway. 

Q c We have a weather a n a l y s i s  of t h a t  time of 
yea r ,  but I d o n ' t  have it with me. I t  is  i n  my book out  
there. Po in t  number 3, a r e a  where the  two VC were k i l l -
ed--was it two? 

A. Yes. 
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Q - Is it t h e  area where t h e  two VC were k i l l e d  
o r  the a rea  where t h e  weapons were captured? 

A. They are one and t he  same. The choppers 
k i l l e d  the'se ir1dividua1.s. We didn  ' t . 
Q. Poin t  3 ,  two VC K I A  by choppers and two 
weapons captured.  T h i s  i s  the weather r e p o r t  t h a t  i n d i c a t e s  
a dry month i n  Quang N g a i .  On 1 6  March: "temperature 
was r e l a t i v e l y  p l e a s a n t ,  v i s i b i l i t y  was good, and t h e r e  
was no measurable r a i n f a l l "  ( reading r e p o r t  t o  wi tness)  . 

Number 6 shows CARTER. Is t h e r e  anyone e l s e  
t h a t  ycu can i d e n t i f y ?  

A. I c a n ' t  i d e n t i f y  any of t h e  men. 

Q What d i d  you i d e n t i f y  i n  photo number 9? 

A. WiDMER i s  on the  r i g h t ,  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  s h o t  
is i n  t h e  middle, and I think t h a t  f e l l o w ' s  name i s  
OLSEN. No, i d  is  n o t  OLSEN e i t h e r .  

Q o  How about MAURO? 

A. Y e s .  

Q Was he i n  t h e  mortar platoon? 

A. I t h i n k  he was i n  the  3d--WIDMER w a s  an 
RTO i n  t h e  c a p t a i n ' s  p la toon,  headquarters  s e c t i o n .  

Q - Photo l o ?  

A. Again, t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  t h a t  s h o t  himself i n  the 
foo t .  I d o n ' t  recognize anything e l s e .  

Q Photo 13? 

A. L ieutenant  ALAUX , Serqeant  MARONEY , and h i s  
name is HOLLAND, I b e l i e v e  he was a SP4 a t  t h a t  time. 

Q.  Does this appear t o  be the  company command 
group? 

A. Yes, Lieutenant  ALAUX was t h e  a r t i l l e r y  FO. 
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Q - Do you recognize that  loca t ion?  

A. N o .  

Q • Did Sergeant MARONEY always s t a y  wi th  the  
command group? 

A,  T o  my knowledge. 

Q - Where were t h e  o t h e r  mortar tubes of t h e  
company ? 

A, The o t h e r  tubes were on LZ Uptight.  

Q. I f  I give you a l i s t  of names a f t e r  t h i s ,  
could you say which members of t h e  mortar p la toon were 
i n  My Lai  ( 4 ) ?  

A. I may be a b l e  t o ,  I w i l l  c e r t a i n l y  recognize 
some sf them. 

Q Photo number 2 2 ?  

A, This  was one of our i n t e r r o g a t o r s  here on t h e  
l e f t  

Q D o  you recognize the  Vietnamese the re?  

A. A s  f a r  as t h e  ind iv idua l ,  no. 

Photograph number 25 ? 

A. That  w a s  Sergeant CARLSON, 3d Platoon.  

&. Sergeant  CARLSON? Do you know where t h a t  
l o c a t i o n  i s ?  

A. N o ,  I d-on't.  I think t h i s  is Sergeant CARLSON. 

Q- You be l i eve  it is Sergeant CARLSON b u t  you a r e  
not sure? 

A, Yes. 

Q- Photo 2 6 ?  

A, I b e l i e v e  t h a t  is  Dot t i e .  

Q. Y e s ,  it is. That i s  where you took off from. 
I s  that t h e  day of t h e  opera t ion?  
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A, I t h i n k  t h a t  w a s  t h e  f i r s t  day of  t h e  o p e r a t i o n ,  
y e s .  

Q . I n  number 2 7 ,  can you i d e n t i f y  t h e  l o c a t i o n  
where t h e  photograph w a s  taken? 

NO, I c a n ' t .  

Q - Is tlhere anyth ing  you want t o  comment on? 

A. Only t h a t  t h i s  w a s ,  of  cou r se ,  t h e  s e a s h o r e ,  and 
t h i s  a r e a  h e r e  i s  more o r  l e s s  an i n t r a c o a s t a l  waterway. You 
c a i ~see t h a t  Ily l ook ing  a t  it. This  h i l l  may be LZ Upt igh t .  
I t  looks  a s  though it would be. It has g o t  t h e  high p o r t i o n .  
If  t h i s  p i c t u r e  was t aken  from a chopper,  t hen  it would have 
t o  be on t h e  sou the rn  s i d e ,  t aken  t o  t h e  n o r t h  w i t h  LZ 
Upt igh t  i n  the background. 

Q. It could  a l s o  be t h e  Song D i e m  Diem River?  

A. Y e s ,  it could.  I was j u s t  t h i n k i n g  t h a t  i f  
t h i s  chopper w a s  on t h e  sou th  s i d e  and t h a t  i s  LZ Upt igh t ,  
t hen  t h e r e  i s  no body of water t h a t  b i g  between them. 

Q. Photograph number 2 9 ?  

A. G e t t i n g  o u t  of the a i r c r a f t .  This p a r t i c u l a r  
chopper i s  a R a t t l e r .  They w e r e  ou t  of  Chu L a i .  

Q. This  photograph a l l e g e d l y  shows OLSEN and HALL. 
W e  had n o t  hea rd  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  of a R a t t l e r  i d e n t i f i e d  
a i r c r a f t  be ing  used i n  t h i s  miss ion .  Most of them w e  had 
had t o  d a t e  w e r e  Dolphin. 

A. This  f r o n t  one looks  l i k e  a Dolphin,  b u t  you can 
see t h e  snake on the f r o n t  of t h i s  chopper,  and t h a t  was t h e  
symbol f o r  R a t t l e r .  There i s  no doubt about t h a t .  I t  is a 
snake.  I can t e l l  t h a t ,  and I t h i n k  t h e  o t h e r  one i s  a Dol-
ph in .  I know t h a t  t h e  Dolphins had a b l u e  po rpo i se  p a i n t e d  
on t h e  f r o n t  of t h e  t h i n g .  

Q The second a i r c r a f t  i n  photograph 29 has a 
snake as a symbol. Is t h e r e  anyth ing  e l s e  about  t h i s  
photogxaph t h a t  you want t o  p o i n t  ou t?  

A. It  looks  l i k e  t h e  l and ing  a r e a  because we 
landed i n  an area where t h e  r i c e  was q u i t e  h igh .  I t  
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looked l i k e  a comnparatively good crop of r i c e ,  what l i t t l e  
I know about r i c e ;  b u t  it looked l i k e  it was good r i ce - -
it was t a l l  l i k e  . this  r i c e  is.  

Q . Photograph number 33? Did you see  t h a t  scene? 

A. That was one of the  hootches t h a t  was i n  our 
s e c t o r .  I d i d  n o t  see it burning bu t  I d id  see t h e  hootch. 

G e Was it i n  your s e c t o r ?  

A. I t h i n k  so ,  s ir .  

Q Do you know where it was? 

A .  The f i r s t  t h i r d  of t h e  v i l l a g e .  

A. I had heard t h a t  from some people--as f a r  as 
s p e c i f i c  names I could n o t  name them--but they s a i d  t h a t  
they had pushed an i n d i v i d u a l  i n t o  a w e l l .  Whether they 
s h o t  him when he w a s  down t h e r e  o r  s h o t  him on t h e  way 
down o r  s h o t  him before  they pu t  him i n ,  I d o n ' t  know. 
B u t  I hsd h e x 2  thst they h ~ d ,  

Q e Did you see  t h i s ?  

A. No, I d i d n ' t ,  

!2 Photo 42. Did you see  that scene? 

A. I vaguely remember sonesne t e l l i n g  me about 
this, 

Q a T e l l i n g  you what about i t ?  

A. Someone being s h o t  on a doors tep ,  I th ink .  

Q 0 You d o n ' t  know where t h a t  was? 

A. No, only i n  t h e  v i l l a g e .  

Q e  Nmber 56? 

A, Someone throih7ing a grenade through a hole .  

Q Do you ]mow where t h a t  scene was? 
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A, No, I d o n ' t .  

A. I thought I recognized t h a t  man b u t  I do no t  
r e c a l l  h i s  name. 

A. Y e s ,  he was the  3d Platoon sergeant .  

Q Do you kn-cw t h e  loca t ion?  

A. No. 

Q 9 Photo d j l ?  

A. Leaving t h e  v i l lage- -as  t o  what u n i t ,  I do 
n o t  know. 

Q e When you say  lea.ving t h e  v i l l a g e ,  a r e  you
t a l k i n g  about l eav ing  it a f t e r  t h e  v i l l a g e  had been swept 
and you were l eav ing  from the east s ide?  

A. Yes. 

& - Does t h i s  lock l i k e  t h e  a r e a  t h a t  your p la toon
moved t o  toward t h e  n o r t h e a s t ?  

A. I t  looks l i k e  t h e  a rea  t h a t  one of t h e  platoons 
l e f t .  A s  far as i f  it is  mine,  I don ' t  know. 

Q - Number 6 4 ?  

A. This  i s  t h e  3d Platoon.  This serviceman i s  
DELPOME i n  t h e  cen te r .  The fe l low t h a t  i s  over t h e r e ,  I 
do n o t  know h i s  name. 

Q The man t h a t  you i d e n t i f i e d  a s  DELPOME is t h e  
second m a n ,  Is t h e  f i r s t  one S M I T H ?  

A. Yes, I th ink  t h a t  was h i s  name, s ir .  

Q Do you know where t h a t  l o c a t i o n  i s ?  

A. Right offhand I would say it i s  l eav ing  t h e  
v i l l a g e  because going i n t o  t h e  v i l l a g e  we would n o t  be 
walking l i k e  t h a t .  We would be crouched and running. 
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Q. Was t h e r e  an ammunition resupply?  

A. Tha t  evening. T h i s  one has g o t  a band.oleer 
and everyone had on flak j a c k e t s .  I t h i n k  you can s e e  a 
bandoleer  under h e r e  t o o  ( r e f e r r i n g  t o  photo 6 4 )  , 

. cnu T122 3d Plztocn dl3 .rot dc m-uch . F ? . r ~ n r ~as 1: 

unders tand.  Were they  mos t ly  on a sweep o p e r a t i o n ?  

A. Tha t  was t h e  way t h a t  th,e p l a n  was, 

A.  Th is  was Sergean t  P K U .  He w a s  ou r  i n t e r p r e t e r  
f o r  about  6 months i n  Vietnam. I think th.is was MARTIN 
on t h e  r i g h t ,  L i e u t e n a n t  ALAUX's RTO. And t h i s  o t h e r  
Vietnamese i n d i v i d u a l  i n  t h e  G I  c l o t h e s  was t h e  other 
i n t e r r o g a t o r  , 

Q Sergean t  MINH? 

A. I t h i n k  that was h i s  name. H e  w a s  with t h e  
headqua r t e r s  e lement .  H e  may have been a t t a c h e d  t o  a n c t h e r  
p l a t o o n ,  b u t  it was n o t  t o  my . howledge .  

A. I can" r e c a l l  the man's name, b u t  I do remem-
b e r  t h e  man, I d o n ' t  remember s e e i n g  h i m  doing t h i s ,  

(20 Burning t h e  h .u t?  

A. Right .  

Q - Which platoon? 

A. Th i rd ,  I -think. 

A, W e  g o t  some too l s  from t h e  v i l l a g e .  This  was 
our  RON, t h e  graveyard.  The s o f t  sand was q u i t e  easy d ig -
ging.  Everyone was expec t ing  trcuhle t h a t  n i g h t ,  s o  we a l l  
p i t c h e d  i n  and dug u n u s u a l l y  deep h o l e s .  The second man 
from the l e f t  i s  Sergecant SPIAIE, and 1 think t h i s  f e l l o w  
on t h e  r i g h t  i s  GRIMES. 

9 a The man on the r i g h t ?  

A. Yes. 
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Q Photo 1287 

A. SNAIL again. 

Q 0 Center man? 

A. Y e s ,  t h e  l o c a t i o n  is i n d e f i n i t e .  

Q a Were there any o t h e r  photcgra-phs t h a t  you
could  locate as far as the v i l l a g e  goes? 

Q a 
Is t h e r e  any particular ground f e a t u r e '  i n  t h i s  

v i l l a g e  that you remember? 

A. Only the  bod ie s  ts t h e  n o r t h ,  sir. 

& a  J u s t  t h e  bodies t o  t h e  nor th?  

A,  Y e s .  

Q e  Was it p o s s i b l e ,  from your l o c a t i o n ,  as you
moved through t h e  v i l l a g e ,  t o  keep H i l l  85 i n  s i g h t ?  
Did it s t a n d  up t h a t  h igh?  

A. No, I t h i n k  t h i s  brush was t o o  h igh ,  Oc-
c a s i o n a l l y  you cou.ld see it when you g o t  i n t o  a c l e a r  
azea, bii'i t h a t  brusl"; "w'z5Ĉ .- 'L.: -L 

k L l V  - I L Y I L .  

Q o  When yc.u move6 out of My L a i  (4) t o  t h e  o t h e r  
v i l l a g e ,  do you recall s e e i n g  P I i l l  853 

A. No, 

Q Is there anyth ing  f u r t h e r  t h a t  you can o f f e r ,  
any th ing  e l s e  t h a t  you can p l a c e  on t h i s  a e r i a l  photo? 

A ,  N o .  

Q Would you s i g n  this,  up here? 

(The witr:ess d i d  as d i r e c t e d . )  

M r .  J O L L Y ,  I want you t o  r e c a l l  t h e  i n s t r u c t i o n s  
t h a t  w e r e  g iven t o  you e a r l i e r  i n  t h e  hea r ing  when you w e r e  
t o l d  t h a t  you were n o t  t o  d i s c u s s  t h i s  m a t t e r  excep t  b e f o r e  
a competent j u d i c i a l ,  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e ,  or  l e g i s l a t i v e  body. 
The m a t t e r s  w e  have d i s c u s s e d  h e r e  should no t  be d i s c u s s e d  
with  o t h e r s .  This  will terminate t h e  hea r ing  u n l e s s  you 
have something else ta o f f e r .  
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I an going t o  show you a l i s t  of names and I 
w i l l  have someone go over  t h e  r o s t e r  w i t h  you t o  s ee  i f  
you can recal l  who w a s  a t  My L a i  ( 4 )  from t h e  morta-r p la-
toon  o r  who was n o t  t h e r e .  I n  o t h e r  words, i f  you a r e  
s u r e  one way o r  t h e  o t h e r  t h i s  would be a h e l p  t o  us .  

A t  a la ter  da te ,  i f  you run a c r o s s  some 
photographs ,  t a p e  r e c o r d i n g s ,  documents, o r  any th ing  
on t h a t  o r d e r ,  t hen  I would a p p r e c i a t e  your c a l l i n g  
t h i s  o f f  ice and l e t t i n g  :us  know. Do you have any 
f u r t h e r  t:,estimony a t  t h i s  t ime? 

A. No, sir. 

Q We w i l l  i n t r o d u c e  your  a e r i a l  photograph 
i n t o  ev idence  as E x h i b i t  P-134.  

(The h e a r i n g  r e c e s s e d  a t  1221 hours ,  3 
January 1 97 0)  
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SUMMARY OF TESTIMONY 

WITNESS: KINCH, Thomas J.  SGT 

DATE OF TESTIMONY: 21 January 1 9 7 0  

PLACE OF TESTIMONY: Pentagon 

COUNSEL: None 

DUTY ASSIGNMENT ON 16 MARCH 1968: A s s i s t a n t  Gunner, Weapons 
P l a toon ,  C/1/20. 

1. PRIOR TRAINING I N  THE RULES OF LAND WARFARE. 

When t h e  w i t n e s s  underwent t r a i n i n g  a t  F o r t  Dix, he  
w a s  informed t h a t  t h e r e  was a d i f f e r e n c e  between a l awfu l  
and an u n l a v f u l  o rde r ,bu t  t h e  s i l b j ec t  was n o t  exp la ined  i n  
d e t a i l  and no combat examples w e r e  g iven (pg.  3 7 ) .  On 
e n t e r i n g  Vietnam and going through i n p r o c e s s i n g  a t  Chu L a i ,  
he  was given no i n s t r u c t i o n s  concerning t h e  t r e a t m e n t  o f  
noncombatants o r  how t o  t r e a t  women and c h i l d r e n  (pgs .  38, 
55) . K I N C H  w a s  g iven  a copy o f  E x h i b i t  M-2, "Nine Rules I' , 
b u t  i t s  c o n t e n t s  were n o t  d i s c u s s e d  (pgs. 5 5 ,  56)  . He was 
n o t  i s s u e d  E x h i b i t  M-3, "The Enemy i n  Your Hands" (pg.  56)  . 
H e  w a s  never  informed o f  h i s  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  r e p o r t i n g  
war cr imes and a t r o c i t i e s  under combat c o n d i t i o n s  (pg.  3 7 ) .  

2. PREOPERATIONAL PLANS AND BRIEFINGS. 

The w i t n e s s  d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  t h e  memorial s e r v i c e  which 
preceded M E D I N A ' s  b r i e f i n g  (pg.  3)  . MEDINA t o l d  t h e  
company t h a t  t hey  were going i n t o  P i n k v i l l e  t h e  n e x t  day 
(pgs.  4 ,  3 6 ) .  He s a i d  t h a t  a s  f a r  a s  he w a s  concerned 
everyone t h e r e  w a s  e i t h e r  a VC o r  a VC sympath izer  (pgs .  4 ,  
3 6 ) .  H e  t hen  s a i d  something l i k e  " I  want e v e r y t h i n g  burned 
t o  t h e  ground and k i l l e d  tomorrow" (pgs .  4 ,  3 6 ) .  H e  a l s o  
s a i d ,  "When I come through tomorrow I d o n ' t  want t o  s e e  
no th ing  l i v i n g  b u t  us"  (pgs . 4 ,  36) . MEDINA went on t h a t  
h e  wanted t h e  l i v e s t o c k  k i l l e d  and e v e r y t h i n g  burned t o  t h e  
ground (pgs .  4 ,  3 6 ) .  The w i t n e s s  i n t e r p r e t e d  MEDINA's 
speech t o  mean t h a t  t h e  company shou ld  g e t  revenge f o r  t h e  
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v a r i o u s  i n c i d e n t s  t hey  had had i n  t h e  p a s t  i n  P i n k v i l l e  
(pg. 5 ) .  K I N C H  r e c e i v e d  t h e  impress ion t h a t  t h e  company w a s  
t o  e l i m i n a t e  houses ,  c rops ,  and every  l i v i n g  t h i n g  (pg.  3 6 ) .  
!KEDINA d i d  n o t  s a y  anyth ing  about  t h e  P i n k v i l l e  miss ion 
be ing  g iven  t o  them by h i g h e r  headqua r t e r s  (pg. 4 2 ) .  The 
o p e r a t i o n  w a s  t o  l a s t  t h r e e  days (pg. 4 )  . The w i t n e s s  
remembered "something" about  a  warning be ing  g iven  t o  t h e  
v i l l a g e r s  o f  t h e  pending opera t ion , ,bu t  d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  what 
it was (pgs .  4 ,  5 ) .  The weapons p l a toon  was n o t  g iven a 
b r i e f i n g  by Se rgean t  MARONEY fo l lowing  MEDINA's  b r i e f i n g  
(pg.  6 ) .  The morale of  t h e  men was h igh  a f t e r  t h e  b r i e f i n g  
and everyone seemed ,ready t o  go (pg. 6 ) . The men d i d  n o t  
t a l k  ove r  what t hey  had hea rd  from MEDINA,and h i s  o r d e r s  
were n o t  ques t ioned  (pgs. 5 ,  6 )  . 
3 .  THE ASSAULT ON MY LAI. 

a .  I n i t i a l  a s s a u l t  i n t o  t h e  v i l l a g e .  

On l and ing  t h e  mor t a r  was se t  up (pgs .  7 ,  8 )  . 
rest o f  t h e  company was a l r e a d y  i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  (pg. 7 ) .  
heard  f i r i n g  everywhere,  b u t  cou ld  i d e n t i f y  no h o s t i l e  
r e t u r n  f i r e  (pg. 7 ) .  The weapons p la toon  s t a y e d  on t h e  
w e s t  s i d e  o f  t h e  v i l l a g e  approximately  20  t o  30 minutes 

The 
H e  

a t  
which t i m e  it w a s  o rde red  by MEDINA t o  j o i n  t h e  command 
group (pgs .  7 ,  8)  . They broke down t h e  mortar ,  which w a s  
never  f i r ~ 6 , a n dxoved sou th  along t h e  t r a i l  on t h e  wes te rn  
edge o f  t h e  v i l l a g e  w i t h  t h e  command group (pgs. 8 ,  48) . 
A s  they  walked along t h e  t r a i l  he observed t h e  body of  a 
dead boy (pgs .  9 ,  4 8)  . Word w a s  r ece ived  t h a t  a s o l d i e r  had 
a c c i d e n t a l l y  s h o t  h imcel f  i n  t h e  f o o t  and t h e  command group 
wai ted  a long  a d i k e  f o r  t h e  medevac h e l i c o p t e r  (pgs .  8 ,  4 8 ) .  
The w i t n e s s  marked t h i s  p o s i t i o n  wi th  a "2"  on ~ x h i b i tP-184. 

b .  Observa t ions  w i t h i n  t h e  v i l l a g e .  

(1) Shoot ing  o f  a young boy. 

While a w a i t i n g  t h e  medevac h e l i c o p t e r  K I N C H  
hea rd  a machinegun open up (pg.  8 ) .  He observed a  young 
boy e i g h t  t o  t e n  y e a r s  o l d  running from a  house towards a 
d i k e  n e a r  which t h e r e  were bod ie s  (pgs .  8 ,  2 4 ) .  The boy f e l l  
t o  t h e  ground and t h e  machinegun s topped (pgs .  8 ,  2 4 ) .  The 
youngs te r  g o t  up aga in  and was screaming and c r y i n g  (pgs .  8 ,  
2 4 ) .  The machinegun opened up aga in  and t h e  boy f e l l  (pgs .  81 
9 ) .  The boy was n e a r  a t r a i l  i n t e r s e c t i o n  i n  t h e  middle 
o f  t h e  d i k e  n e x t  t o  o t h e r  bodies  (pgs .  1 2 ,  2 4 ) .  K I N C H  d i d  
n o t  know whether MEDINA, who was a t  t h e  i n t e r s e c t i o n  a t  t h e  
t i m e  t h e  boy w a s  h o t ,  s a w  t h i s  o r  n o t ,  b u t  he  had t o  have 
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hea rd  i t  (pg.  1 4 ) .  A f t e r  t h i s  t h e  American c a s u a l t y  was 
t aken  o u t  by t h e  medevac h e l i c o p t e r  (pg.  9 )  . 

( 2 )  Observat ion o f  dead bod ie s .  

A s  t hey  s t a r t e d  o u t  aga in  t hey  came t o  t h e  

trail j unc t ion  where he  had t o  s t e p  ove r  a dead boy who 


. had been s h o t  because someone thought  he was s u f f e r i n g  too 
much (pg. 9 ) .  Th is  t r a i l  i n t e r s e c t i o n  w a s  on t h e  sou th  edge 
of t h e  v i l l a g e  a t  t h e  p l a c e  where t h e  t r a i l  runs  sou th  t o  
Highway 521 (pgs .  10 ,  2 4 ) .  From t h i s  i n t e r s e c t i o n  K I N C H  
s a w  40 t o  50 bod ie s  o f  women and c h i l d r e n  (pgs .  9 ,  1 4 ,  4 9 ) .  
The bod ie s  were a longs ide  t h e  d i k e  a t  t h e  edge o f  t h e  
t r a i l  (pg.  12)  . The medevac h e l i c o p t e r ,  which landed e a s t  
t o  w e s t  i n  t h e  sou the rn  rice paddy, had t o  pas s  r i g h t  over  
t h e s e  bod ie s  (pgs .  9 ,  2 4 ) .  The w i t n e s s  f e l t  t h a t  t h e s e  
bod ie s  were a l s o  v i s i b l e  t o  MEDINA (pgs .  12 ,  25) . Nobody 
walked o u t  t o  look a t  them (pg.  2 4 ) .  The bod ie s  could  have 
been v i s i b l e  t o  BARKER, whom t h e  w i t n e s s  b e l i e v e d  t o  be  
f l y i n g  o v e r  head i n  a h e l i c o p t e r ,  b u t  BARKER'S h e l i c o p t e r  
might have been t o o  high (pg .  1 2 ) .  The w i t n e s s  marked P-184 
wi th  a "3"  a t  t h e  p l a c e  where he  s a w  t h e s e  bod ie s  (pg.  49) . 

( 3 )  Orders  t o  s t o p  t h e  shoo t ing .  

A f t e r  t h i s  t h e  comxznd grcup hzaded n o r t h  i n t o  
t h e  v i l l a g e  (pg.  4 9 )  . About f i v e  t o  t e n  minutes l a t e r ,  
as they  w e r e  moving e a s t ,  MEDINA r e c e i v e d  a radio't r ansmis s ion  
f r o m  a person  whom K I N C H  w a s  t o l d  was BARKER a sk ing  why 
t h e r e  w e r e  s o  many bodies  a l l  over  t h e  p l a c e  (pgs .  1 0 ,  11, 27, 
501 . BARKER p re faced  h i s  remarks by say ing ,  " I  j u s t  g o t  a 
c a l l  from t h e  d u s t o f f  chopper and he  s a i d  he s p o t t e d  a l o t  
o f  bod ie s  a l l  o v e r  t h e  p l a c e "  (pgs .  1 0 ,  11, 25) . MEDINA 
r e p l i e d  t h a t  he  could  n o t  e x p l a i n  t h e  numerous bodies  a t  

-	 t h a t  t i m e ,  b u t  would c a l l  forward t o  f i n d  o u t  (pgs .  1 0 ,  1 2 ,  
25)  . MEDINA then  con tac t ed  e i t h e r  t h e  f i r s t  p l a toon  a lone  o r  
a l l  t h e  p l a t o o n s  a t  once and s a i d  something l i k e  "Stop t h e  
shoot ing ;  t h e  p a r t y ' s  over"  (pgs .  1 0 ,  1 3 ,  25,  26) . The 
w i t n e s s  marked t h e  p l a c e  where t h i s  o r d e r  w a s  g iven wi th  a 
"4" on E x h i b i t  P-184 (pg. 5 0 ) .  The w i t n e s s  had been a b l e  
t o  h e a r  a l l  t h i s  because t h e  r a d i o  speaker  was used r a t h e r  
t han  earphones  (pg . 11). Around 0900 someone had t o l d  him 
t h a t  it was BARKER who was above them i n  t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  and 
t h i s  is why he  b e l i e v e d  it was BARKER who had asked about  
the bod ie s  (pg. 2 6 ) .  A f t e r  MEDINA1s o r d e r  went o u t  t h e  
shoo t ing  d i d  s u b s i d e  (pg.  1 3 ) . 

( 4 )  Bodies i n  t h e  d i t c h .  

The command group,  which was con t inu ing  t o  move 
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i n  an e a s t e r l y  d i r e c t i o n ,  t h e n  came upon approximately  50 
bodies  o f  women, c h i l d r e n ,  and a few 60 t o  70 y e a r  o l d  men 
l y i n g  i n  a d i t c h  which w a s  o f f  t o  t h e  r i g h t  o f  t h e  p a t h  
(pgs .  1 3 ,  1 6 ,  27; 28, 50) . The d i t c h  w a s  i n  t h e  n o r t h e a s t  
s e c t i o n  of  t h e  v i l l a g e  (pg. 2 7 ) .  I t  i s  marked wi th  a "5" 
on E x h i b i t  P-184 (pg. 5 0 ) .  I t  r a n  about  15 t o  20 f e e t  b e f o r e  
it curved away, and it was b u i l t  above t h e  ground t o  a 
h e i g h t  o f  s i x  f e e t  (pg.  1 5 ) .  MEDINA, who was 1 0  t o  15 f e e t  
i n  f r o n t o f  K I N C H ,  would have seen  t h i s  i f  he  looked t o  his 
r i g h t  (pgs .  15 ,  16 ,  28, 2 9 ) .  

( 5 )  Bodies o u t s i d e  a .hootch.  

A f t e r  p a s s i n g  t h e  d i t c h  he  n o t i c e d  a  b u i l d i n g  
(pgs. 1 6 ,  29,  50) . There was an o l d  man l y i n g  on t h e  s t e p s ,  
a  young g i r l  l y i n g  between t h e  house and a hedgerow, and a  
baby l y i n g  a t  t h e  g i r l ' s  f e e t  (pgs .  1 6 ,  29, 5 0 ) .  The w i t n e s s  
marked t h e  p l a c e  o f  t h i s  occur rence  wi th  a "6" on E x h i b i t  
P-184 (pg. 5 1 ) .  

( 6 )  Bodies i n  a d i t c h  o u t s i d e  t h e  v i l l a g e .  

A f t e r  obse rv ing  t h i s  t hey  came upon a group 
of  50 bodies  o f  women and c h i l d r e n  i n  a d i t c h  i n  a r i c e  
paddy j u s t  o u t s i d e  t h e  v i l l a g e  (pgs .  30, 5 1 ) .  The w i t n e s s  
marked t h e  l o c a t i o n  o f  t h i s  d i t c h  wi th  an "8"  on E x h i b i t  
P-184 (pg. 5 1 ) .  

( 7 )  A-r e q u e s t  f o r  a body count .  

E i t h e r  b e f o r e  o r  a f t e r  t h e  lunch break t h e r e  
was a  r a d i o  communication from a man whom t h e  w i t n e s s  
b e l i e v e d  w a s  BARKER r e q u e s t i n g  a  body count  (pgs. 1 9 ,  29) . 
Without s p e c i f y i n g  whether  it c o n s i s t e d  o f  VC o r  any th ing  
e l s e  MEDINA s a i d ,  "310" (pgs .  1 9 ,  2 9 ) .  This  was t h e  on ly  
body count  $he w i t n e s s  hea rd  given a l l  day (pg.  2 2 )  . The 
wi tnes s  w a s  s u r e  o f  t h e  f i g u r e  310 because he could  remember 
t h i n k i n g  t h a t  he  had n o t  seen  t h a t  many bodies  (pg.  1 9 ) .  
The wi tnes s  d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  MEDINA e i t h e r  a sk ing  f o r  o r  
r e c e i v i n g  a body count  from t h e  p l a toons  (pg.  2 0 ) .  MEDINA 
d i d  ask f o r  a body count  du r ing  t h e  lunch break  (pg. 2 0 ) .  

(8)  Lunch break .  

The company broke f o r  lunch about  150 meters  
from t h e  e a s t e r n  edge o f  t h e  v i l l a g e  around 1230 t o  1300 
(pgs .  18 ,  2 0 ,  51) . While t hey  a t e ,  a  house t h a t  was booby-
t rapped  was blown up (pgs .  1 7 ,  1 8 ,  5 1 ) .  The w i t n e s s  marked 
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c.  F u r t h e r  i n q u i r i e s .  

K I N C H  d i d  n o t  speak t o  an i n v e s t i g a t i n g  o f f i c e r  
a f t e r  M E D I N A ' s  mee t ing ,  and he  knew o f  no one e l s e  who 
d i d  (pg. 4 1 ) .  He w a s  t o l d  by e i t h e r  Se rgean t  MARONEY O r  

L i eu t enan t  THOMAS t o  keep q u i e t  about  t h e  matter (pg -36). 
However, o t h e r  t h a n  t h i s  he w a s  n o t  asked t o  remain s i l e n t  
about  t h e  a f f a i r  (pg. 4 1 ) .  K I N C H  d i d  no th ing  f u r t h e r  about  
t h e  s i t u a t i o n ,  because he  thought  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  was be ing  
i n v e s t i g a t e d ,  and because he  d i d  n o t  have enough t r a i n i n g  
concerning i l l e g a l  o r d e r s  i n  a combat s i t u a t i o n  t o  be  a b l e  
t o  determine whether anyth ing  r e p o r t a b l e  had occu r red  a t  My 
L a i  (pgs .  36, 37 ,  43) . There was a l o t  o f  t a l k  about  t h e  
i n c i d e n t  i n  t h e  company f o r  a couple o f  weeks a f t e r  it 
occur red ,  b u t  it d i e d  down because everyone wanted t o  
f o r g e t  it (pg. 4 3 ) .  

6 .  OTHER INFORMATION. 

a .  Rape. 

S e v e r a l  of  t h e  men i n  t h e  company raped women a s  
t h e  company swept through v i l l a g e s .  MEDINA, who t h e  
w i tnes s  thought  knew about  i t ,  d i d  no th ing  t o  s t o p  it 
(pg.  4 4 )  . K I N C H  based  h i s  b e l i e f  t h a t  MEDINA knew o f  it on 
t h e  f a c t  t h a t  when t h e  company cap tu red  t h e  VC nu r se  on 
t h e  second day of t h e  My La i  o p e r a t i o n  he  d i d  n o t  s t o p  
SIMONE, who had s t a t e d  he  i n t ended  t o  r ape  t h e  woman, from 
c a r r y i n g  h e r  around on h i s  shou lde r  (pg.  4 5 ) .  I n  a d d i t i o n ,  
MEDINA grabbed t h e  woman, who had no b l o u s e ,  by t h e  
b r e a s t  and l e d  h e r  t o  t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  (pg.  4 4 ) .  These were 
t h e  on ly  i n s t a n c e s  upon which K I N C H  based h i s  f e e l i n g  t h a t  
PEDINA was n o t  concerned about  t h e  t r e a t m e n t  o f  women 
(pg.  45) 

b .  Marijuana.  

S e v e r a l  people  i n  t h e  company used mar i juana ,  b u t  
t h e  w i tnes s  knew o f  no one who went i n t o  combat under t h e  
i n f l u e n c e  o f  mar i juana  o r  went on t h e  My La i  o p e r a t i o n  under 
i t s  i n f l u e n c e  (pg.  43) . 

Assessment of  PEDINA.  

MEDINA w a s  a good company commander who knew h i s  
job (pg.  5 6 ) .  MEDINA always had c o n t r o l  of  h i s  company, 
and he  had c o n t r o l  a t  My La i  (pg.  4 2 )  . The w i t n e s s  f e l t  
t h a t  what w a s  done a t  My La i  was a massacre committed 
under o r d e r s  and t h a t  t h e  men had merely c a r r i e d  o u t  t h e i r  
i n s t r u c t i o n s  (pg. 42) . 
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d .  Miscel laneous.  

(1) K I N C H  d id  n o t  h e a r  o f  an a c t i o n  similar t o  
My Lai  t a k i n g  p l a c e  i n  B Company's A 0  a long  t h e  c o a s t  (pg.41) . 

(2 )  Through t h e  grapevine  he  hea rd  t h a t  General  ' 

WESTMORELAND w a s  doing something t o  honor C Company f o r  
t h e  My L a i  o p e r a t i o n  (pg.  4 4 ) .  

( 3 )  KINCH d i d  n o t  shoo t  anyone, and thought  t h a t  
" h o t  many people  i n  t h e  command g.roup werea:shooting 
Vietnamese" (pg.  47) . 

(4) While i n  My L a i  he saw a man t a k i n g  p i c t u r e s  
who l e f t  i n  t h e  l a t e  a f t e rnoon  (pg. 2 3 )  . 
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EXHIBITS 

EXHIBIT 
NUMBER DESCRIPTION 

MACV Card "Nine Rules" 
MACV Card 	 -"The Enemy i n  ' Your Hands " 

A e r i a l  photo of My L a i  

WIDMER, man l e f t-of  c t r  

NOTZS 
i ~ i t n e s swas i s s u e d  I 

t h e  ca rd .  

Witness had never  


( seen b e f o r e .  1 

1 wi tnes s  was o r i e n t 4  

l ed  on t h e  photo.  I 

( 1 - ~ r e awhere w i t  

observed dead boy. 1 

2-Place where I


1 wounded s o l d i e r  I 

I medevac ' d .  

I 	 ' 

13-Area where he  

1 saw boy s h o t  and .I

1 50 bod ie s .  1 


4-place where w i t  
overheard o r d e r s  
t o  s t o p  t h e  shoot -

1 i ng .
1 	 5-Area where K I N C H  l 


saw d i t c h  w i t h  30 

t o  4U bodles  I n  

it. 

6-Place where w i t  
saw dead o l d  man, 
women and baby 
o u t s i d e  a house.  
7-Place where w i t  
saw 5 0  bod ie s  ou t -
s i d e  v i l l a g e .  

I 	 I 

18-Poin t  where theyl-

a t e  lunch.  
A s  i d e n t i f i e d  by

) t h e  w i t n e s s .  
.-

I 


PAGES 


55 


56 


7 


48 


48 


49 . 


50 


50  


51  


51  


51  


52 
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EXHIBITS 

EXHIBIT 
NUMBER DESCRIPTION 

P-6 7 

P-126 

P-128 

P-184 

MARONEY second person 
from r i q h t  w i thou t  a 
s t e e l p o t ;  P H U  is t h i r d  
from r i g h t .  FAGAN i s  
i n  extreme r e a r  

MARONEY second person 
from r i g h t  w i thou t  s t e e l  
p o t ,  PHU on h i s  r i g h t  

PHU on extreme r i g h t  

NOTES PAGES 
'AS i d e n t i f i e d  by 
w i t n e s s .  

A s  i d e n t i t i e d  by 
w i t n e s s .  

A s  l d e n t l r l e d  by 
MURRAY on r i g h t  c a r r y i n g ' w i t n e s s .  
t h e  r a d l o  

PHU on r i g h t  

SMAIL second from l e f t  
SMAIL s t a n d i n g  i n  c e n t e r  
of  p i c t u r e  
P-1 as anno ta t ed  by 
t h e  w i t n e s s  

AS l a e n t l x l e a  ~y 
w i t n e s s .  

53 ,54  

54 
A s  i d e n t i r i e d  by 
w i t n e s s .  54 
A s  i d e n t i k l e d  by 
w i t n e s s .  
Ente red  l n t o  
ev idence .  

54 

55 

I 
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(The hear ing  was reconvened a t  1626 hours ,  2 1  Jan-

uary 1970.) 


MR WEST: The hea r ing  w i l l  come t o  order .  

RCDR: The fol lowing persons a r e  present :  MR WEST, 
MR WALSH, and MAJ COOP. 

The next  wi tness  is Sergeant  Thomas J .  KINCH.  

(SGT K I N C H ,  was c a l l e d  as  w i t n e s s ,  was sworn, and 

t e s t i f i e d  as fol lows:)  


RCDR: P lease  s t a t e  your f u l l  name, grade,  S o c i a l  S e c u r i t y  
number, branch of s e r v i c e ,  o rgan iza t ion  and s t a t i o n .  

A.  	 KINCH,  Thomas J., I , Sergeant
(E-5) . 
RCDR: A r e  you i n  the United S t a t e s  Army? 

A. United S t a t e s  Amy. 

RCDR: What i s  your o rgan iza t ion  and s t a t i o n ?  

A.  5/31 I n f a n t r y ,  F o r t  Benning, Georgia. 

MR WEST: Sergeant K I N C H ,  b e f o r e  we g e t  i n t o  any ques t ions  
I want t o  t e l l  you something about the n a t u r e  and purp,ose of  
t h i s  inqu i ry .  This i n v e s t i g a t i o n  was d i r e c t e d  j o i n t l y  by t h e  
Sec re ta ry  of  t h e  Army and t h e  Chief of S t a f f  for t h e  purpose 
of determining f a c t s  and making f ind ings  and recommendations 
concerning: 

(1) the adequacy of  p r i o r  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  of what 
is now commonly r e f e r e d  t o  as  the My Lai i n c i d e n t  of 16 
March 1968;  and 

(21 p o s s i b l e  suppress ion  o r  withholding of i n f o r -
mation by any person who had a duty t o  r e p o r t  and fu rn i sh  
informat ion  concerning t h i s  i n c i d e n t .  I n  o t h e r  words, whet- 
h e r  there was a coverup, 

W e  a r e  n o t  looking i n t o  a l l  the facts and circum-
s tances  of what happened a t  My La i .  For example, w e  are 
n o t  d i r e c t l y  concerned with anyone who might have commit- 
t e d  an o f f e n s e  of some kind  a t  My La i ,  b u t  our  i n t e r e s t  i s  
d i r e c t e d  t o  t h e s e  two purposes I s t a t e d ,  the  accuracy of 
t h e  p r i o r  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s ,  and whether t h e r e  was a coverup. 
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W e  have had made a v a i l a b l e  t o  us  and I have re-
viewed p r i o r  s ta tements  obtained i n  o t h e r  o f f i c i a l  i n v e s t i -
ga t ions  i n t o  t h e  My Lai  i n c i d e n t .  For example, we have a 
copy, a s ta tement  which you gave t o  t h e  C I D  i n v e s t i g a t o r  
back i n  28 November 1968, when you were over a t  t h e  Amer -
i ca l  Divis ion  i n  Vietnam, M r .  FEHER. 

Frankly,  w e  asked you t o  come here  today,  because 
you s ta tement  i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  you had i n  your possess ion ,  i n  
your knowledge, many f a c t s  which would h e l p  us i n  our  in-
v e s t i g a t i o n .  

Your testimony w i i l  be taken under oa th .  A ver-
batim t r a n s c r i p t  w i l l  be  prepared.  A t ape  recording  is be-
i n g  made i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  verbat im notes  taken  by t h e  re-
p o r t e r .  

The genera l  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  of o u r  r e p o r t  w i l l  be  
c o n f i d e n t i a l ,  b u t  it i s  p o s s i b l e  t h a t  t h e  tes t imony,  o r  p a r t s  
of it, may l a t e r  become a mat ter  of p u b l i c  knowledge. 

You a r e  d i r e c t e d  n o t  t o  d i scuss  your testimony i n  
he re  with o t h e r s ,  inc lud ing  o t h e r s  who may be wi tnesses  be-
f o r e  t h e  i n q u i r y ,  except  a s  you may be requ i red  t o  do i n  t h e  
performance of o f f i c i a l  duty ,  o r  i n  connection wi th  t h e  func-
t i o n s  of any competent admin i s t r a t ive ,  l e g i s l a t i v e  o r  judi-
c i a l  body. For example, t h e r e  i s  a subcommittee of t h e  
House Armed Serv ices  Committee which i s  looking i n t o  t h e  My 
La i  i n c i d e n t ,  and they a r e  hear ing  some wi tnesses .  Should 
you be c a l l e d  over  t h e r e ,  our  d i r e c t i o n  n o t  t o  d i scuss  your 
testimony, of course,  has  no a p p l i c a t i o n  t o  them. We could 
n o t  t e l l  you n o t  t o  g ive  testimony t o  a Congressional sub-
committee. 

Have you rece ived  an order  from t h z  m i l i t a r y  judge 
i n  t h e  case  t h e  u n i t e d  S t a t e s  v. Cal ley ,  o r  t h e  case  of t h e  
United S t a t e s  v. Mi tchel l?  E i t h e r  one? 

A .  No, sir.  

Q .  Do you have any q u e s t i o n s  up t o  this p o i n t ?  

A. No, sir. 

Q Sergeant  K I N C H ,  I n o t i c e  i n  your C I D  s t a t ement ,  
t h a t  you gave t o  M r .  FEHER, you used t h e  form of s ta tement  
t h a t  i s  used when you t ake  a  s ta tement  from an accused o r  
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a suspec t  person. I want t o  say t o  you, t h a t  we have no 
b a s i s  f o r  suspect ing  you of anything a t  a l l ,  s o  i f  any-
t h i n g  should come up i n  t h e  i n t e r r o g a t i o n ,  i n  your t e s t i -
mony, t h a t  r a i s e s  a ques t ion ,  s t o p  r i g h t  t h e r e ,  and I w i l l  
go on t o  t h e  mat ter  of advis ing  you of your r i g h t s ,  and s o  
f o r t h .  B u t ,  we have no b a s i s  a t  t h i s  t ime of suspec t ing  
you of any o f f e n s e ,  Would you t e l l  u s ,  Sergeant  K I N C H ,  what 
your duty  assignment was on 1 6  March 1968? 

A.  A s s i s t a n t  gunner t o  t h e  81 mi l l ime te r  mortar i n  
t h e  weapons p la toon ,  C/1/20. 

Q. We understand t h a t ,  a t  t h i s  t ime,  t h e  mortar p la-
toon normally was s t a t i o n e d  a t  Landing Zone Uptight?  

A. T h a t ' s  a f f i r m a t i v e ,  sir. Yes, sir. 

Q And your p la toon se rgean t  was Sergeant  MARONEY? 

A .  Yes, s ir .  

Q- We ta lked  t o  Sergeant  WATSON t h i s  morning. Did 
you s e e  him? 

A .  NO, sir,  I j u s t  go t  i n .  

Q. lie was i n  a i i t i i e  earlier. He mentioned L1ia.i; oii 
occasions you and he monitored t h e  r a d i o s  i n  your F i r e  Direc-
t i o n  Center a t  Uptight .  

A. Yes, s i r ,  we d id .  

Q : I a l s o  understand from your s ta tement  t h a t  you d i d  
p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  t h e  opera t ion  a t  My L a i  on 16 March 1968? 

A. Yes, s i r ,  I d i d .  

Q Were you p resen t  a t  Landing Zone D o t t i e  when 
Captain MEDINA b r i e f e d  t h e  company? 

A.  Yes, s ir .  

Q. Do you remember whether t h e r e  was a memorial cere-
mony f o r  t h e  company, sometime be fo re  t h i s  b r i e f i n g ?  I t  may 
n o t  have been t h e  same day. A memorial s e r v i c e  f o r  some of 
t h e  men i n  t h e  company who had been k i l l e d ?  

A. No. I c a n ' t  say  t h a t  I remember it t h a t  day, s ir .  
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Q. Could you t e l l  u s  
anything t h a t  Captain MEDINA 
b r i e f i n g ?  

t o  t h e  b e s t  of your r e c o l l e c t i o n  
t o l d  t h e  company during t h a t  

A.  Well, what happened--I guess I have t o  go back a 
few days be fo re  t h a t ,  because I had j u s t  joined t h e  company. 
I was only i n  t h e r e  2 weeks a t  t h e  most. I was separa ted  
from t h e  company, so  what happened was I would g e t  c a l l e d  
o u t  t o  LZ Upt ight ,  and a f t e r  about 3-day's stay t h e r e  
w e  went down t o  LZ Dot t i e .  And I never heard about My L a i  
u n t i l  then,  and what I heard t h a t  day, on 15 March, was t h a t  
t h e  company had gone i n  t h e r e  about 2 weeks b e f o r e  t h a t ,  
and they  l o s t  so  many c a s u l t i e s ,  s o  many dead, i n  a mine-
f i e l d  ou t  t h e r e .  And what was s a i d ,  a t  t h e  p r e b r i e f i n g ,  
before  t h e  b r i e f i n g ,  b e f o r e  we went i n  t h e  nex t  morning, 
was t h a t  Captain MEDINA g o t  up and s a i d  he wanted--we 
were going t o  go back i n  t h e r e ,  i n t o  My La i ,  t h e  n e x t  day 
and he s a i d ,  they c a l l e d  it Operation P i n k v i l l e ,  because 
of t h e  pink v i l l a g e ,  w e ' r e  going i n t o  t h e  pink v i l l a g e  t o -
morrow and he  s a y s ,  "As far as I ' m  concerned anyone t h e r e  
i s  a VC s u s p e c t ,  o r  a VC sympathizer." He s a i d ,  "I want 
everyth ing  burned t o  t h e  ground, and k i l l e d  tomorrow." 
That was about it, sir .  

Q Did he i n d i c a t e  how long t h e  opera t ion  was t o  
l a s t ?  

A. I b e l i e v e  he  s a i d  3 days,  sir.  I knew we 
were supposed t o  move on a l i t t l e  f a r t h e r ,  past t h e  v i l -
l age .  

Q. Did he t a l k  about t h e  l i v e s t o c k ,  o r  t h e  hootches--
burning of t h e  hootches? That kind of th ing?  

A .  H e  s a i d  he wanted. eve r th ing  burned t o  t h e  ground, 
and l i v e s t o c k  k i l l e d .  He s a i d  he wanted everyth ing  dead 
when he came through. 

Q. Did t h i s  s t r i k e  you a s  being unusual? 

A. No, s i r ,  because before  I went t o  Vietnam I heard 
of search and des t roy  missions,  and t h i n g s  of t h i s  such nz-
t u r e  . 
Q. Was anything s a i d  about j u s t  t h e  normal r e s i d e n t s  
of t h e  v i l l a g e ?  I know you j u s t  s a i d  t h a t  c a p t a i n  MEDINA 
s a i d  he considered everybody t h e r e  t o  be VC or VC sympathi-
z e r s ,  Some o t h e r  people have i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  he s a i d  some-
t h i n g  about t h e  v i l l a g e  had been warned previous ly  by loud 
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speakers ,  o r  l e a f l e t  drops,  o r  something l i k e  t h a t .  

A .  I be l i eve  he d i d  say something i n  t h a t  sense ,  
s i r .  I c a n ' t  say f o r  su re .  

Q - Do you remember t h a t  c l e a r l y ?  

A .  No, sir. 

Q One o t h e r  t h i n g  t h a t  o t h e r  people have brought 
o u t ,  and s e e  i f  you can remember anything l i k e  t h i s ,  and 
confirm it. Did you g e t  t h e  impression t h a t  he t a l k e d  
about s o r t  of g e t t i n g  even wi th  t h e  VC? Going i n  t h e r e  
o r  was t h e  word "revenge" used, maybe? 

A. That 's  t h e  way I took it. Everything was a l l  
over ,  guys were t a l k i n g  amongst themselves,  and I wasn ' t  
acquainted wi th  any of them a t  t h e  t ime,  except t h e  men i n  
my own pla toon.  Tha t ' s  t h e  way I took it, t o  my own know-
ledge,  t h a t  they  wanted revenge on t h e  v i l l a g e ,  f o r  what 
had happened. 

Q .  That was r e a l l y  t h e  next  t h i n g ,  t h a t  I was going 
t o  ask you, was whether you t a lked  it over  with your buddies 
a f te rwards .  We've had one o r  two people t e l l  us t h a t  they  
f e l t  a l i t t l e  confused, and n o t  s u r e  when they  heard t h i s  
o rde r ,  so they t a l k e d  it over ,  t o  be s u r e  t h a t  they  under-
s t ~ c dit. Did yzu a l l  t s l k  it ccrer &?!.Dng ycnrselves? 

A.  W e  d i d n ' t  t a l k  it over.  We j u s t  went i n  t h e  next  
day. We j u s t  went t o  s l e e p  t h a t  n i g h t .  The next  morning 
w e  g o t  on t h e  choppers. 

Q. I ' l l  pu t  it another  way. Could you t e l l  if t h e  
o t h e r  members of t h e  mortar p la toon with you understood 
Captain M E D I N A  t h e  same way you d id?  

A. I b e l i e v e  they d i d ,  sir. 

Q. Was t h e r e  any d i scuss ion  on t h i s ?  Whether it was 
unusual o r  not?  

A. Now, t h e r e ,  was d i scuss ion  amongst t h e  o t h e r  p la toons ,  
b u t  I d i d n ' t  hear  anything from a n y ' o f  t h e  guys t h a t  I knew. 

Q. What d i d  you hear  from t h e  o t h e r  p la toons?  

A. I j u s t  heard hearsay ,  th ings  af te rwards ,  a f t e r  it 
w a s  a l l  over .  Af te r  we had gone through. 
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I 'm th ink ing  about t h a t  n i g h t ,  t h e  15th? 

A .  No, I d i d n ' t  hear  anything s p e c i f i c a l l y .  I could 
t e l l  you about t h e  morale of t h e  company t h a t  n i g h t .  

a.  I wish you would, please. J u s t  i n  your own words. 

A. I n  my own words, it seemed p r e t t y  high.  I t  seemed 
l i k e  everybody was ready t o  g e t  up and go. I t  seemed l i k e  
they were ready t o  go o u t  and enjoy themselves t h e  next  
day. 

Q. Was t h e r e  anybody t h a t  had any d i f f e r e n t  views? 

A. Nobody t a l k e d  a g a i n s t  t h e  o rde r s  t h a t  were given,  
i n  t h e  b r i e f i n g  t h a t  w a s  given.  I d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  ques t ions  
were asked. 

Q. Did you g e t  any a d d i t i o n a l  b r i e f i n g  from Sergeant  
MARONEY, a f te rwards?  

A.  No, n o t  t h a t  I remember, sir. H e  s a i d  t h a t  when 
we h i t  t h e  landing  zone we'd be s e t t i n g  t h e  mortar  up, a s  
soon a s  we d i d .  T h a t ' s  a l l  I can remember. I t  was j u s t  
a s h o r t  th ing .  

Q. Did you r e f e r  t o  yourse l f  a s  t h e  weapons p la toon,  
o r  mortar platoon? I 've heard both  terms used. 

A .- They csed both  t e r n s .  Like in E-l-,,ope, they  used 
weapons p la toon ,  and over i n  Vietnam they used mortar  p la-
toon, o r  t h e  4 th  Platoon.  I t ' s  g o t  a l l  kinds.  

Q. Did Captain MEDINA g ive  a s p e c i f i c  mission t o  t h e  
mortar  p la toon during h i s  b r i e f i n g ,  o r  d id  you g e t  t h i s  per-
haps from Sergeant  MARONEY? 

A. Well, we g o t  t h e  mission when we were up on LZ U p -
t i g h t ,  and a l l  we knew was t h a t  we were supposed t o  l i n k  up--
j o i n  t h e  company, and support  t h e  company with one mortar ,  
of which t h e  company had t h r e e  mortars.  

Q Sergeant ,  you say  you g o t  t h e  mission a t  Uptight .  
D o  you mean by t h a t  you g o t  t h e  b r i e f i n g  from Captain 
MEDINA a t  Uptight? 

A .  No, I g o t  t h e  b r i e f i n g  on LZ D o t t i e ,  on t h e  even-
i n g  of t h e  15th.  
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Q You went over from Uptight t o  D o t t i e ,  on t h e  even-
ing of t h e  15th? 

A. On t h e  morning of t h e  1 5 t h ,  we went from u p t i g h t .  

Q. You s tayed a t  ~ o t t i eovernight?  

A .  Right, sir. 

MR WEST: We'l l  have a s h o r t  r e c e s s .  

(The hear ing  recessed  a t  1643 hours ,  2 1  January 
1970 .) 

(The hea r ing  reconvened a t  1647 hours ,  2 1  
January 1970 .) 

MR WEST: The hea r ing  w i l l  come t o  o rde r .  

RCDR: The fol lowing persons a r e  p resen t :  MR WEST, MR 
WW;ZSH, MAJ ZYCHOWSKI, and M A J  COOP. 

MR WEST: Sergeant  K I N C H ,  you have i n  f r o n t  of you a l a r g e  
- aerial photograph which shows My La i  ( 4 )  , and i t ' s  v i c i n i t y .  

( M r .  WEST o r i e n t e d  t h e  wi tness  on E x h i b i t  P-l and 
MAP-4. ) 

Q . Could you t e l l  u s ,  Sergeant  K I N C H ,  j u s t  what you 
d id  and saw a f t e r  you go t  o u t  of t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  t h e r e ,  on 
the Sanding zone t h a t  morning? 

A. Well, we landed over  he re ,  on t h e  wes t ,  l i k e  you 
s a i d ,  s ir ,  and we took t h i s  l i t t l e  t r a i l .  W e  s a t  t h e r e  f o r  
&#out 20 o r  30 minutes ,  t h e  weapons p la toon ,  t h e r e  were a l -
ready t roops  i n s i d e  t h e  v i l l a g e .  I remember s e e i n g  some over 
hlere { i n d i c a t i n g  n o r t h e a s t  of. My Lai ( 4 )  ) . 
Q. Did you hea r  f i r i n g ?  

A. Right ,  sir. I t  seemed everywhere. 

Q a, Was t h e r e  any h o s t i l e  f i r e ?  

A. None t h a t  I could i d e n t i f y ,  s i r .  Now, t h e r e  were 
trlcrlops over he re ,  on l i n e  s e t t i n g  up, I d o n ' t  know what it w a s .  

Q - I n d i c a t i n g  o f f  t o  t h e  west about  300 meters from 
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My L a i  ( 4 )  . D i d  you i d e n t i f y  t h e  3d Platoon? Did you 
know where t h e  3d Platoon was? 

A.  I b e l i e v e  t h i s  was t h e  3d Platoon over  he re ,  sir.  

Q .  T o  t h e  west? 

A. Right,  sir. I can't say for su re .  W e  sat up here 
for about 30 minutes,  l i k e  I said. 

Did you s e t  up your mortar? 

A. Right ,  s ir ,  set up t h e  mortar.  We d i d  n o t  f i r e  it, 
and then  w e  took-- this  is  t h e  t r a i l ,  r i g h t  here .  ~ i g h ea-
round i n  here .  Took t h i s  t r a i l  up. 

Q. 	 I n d i c a t i n g  a t r a i l  on t h e  western edge of My ~ a i  
( 4 ) .  Did you move sou th  along t h e  t r a i l ?  

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Where was Captain MEDINA, a t  t h i s  t ime? 

A. H e  was over  he re ,  a l r eady  on t h e  t r a i l  when we set 
up. We met up wi th  him, and he t o l d  us t o  break down t h e  
mortar and c a t c h  up, 

Q. Did you, i n  genera l ,  move wi th  Captain !t4EDINA's 
command group? 

A .  Right ,  sir. 

Q. A l l  r i g h t ,  pleas'e go ahead. 

A.  We moved sou th ,  on t h i s  t r a i l  ( i n d i c a t i n g ) ,  and w e  
g o t  word over  t h e  r a d i o  t h a t  a man had s h o t  himself i n  t h e  
f o o t .  An a c c i d e n t a l  c a s u a l t y ,  and they were b r i n g i n g  a chop-
p e r  f o r  him, s o  they brought  i n  t h e  medevac. W e  s topped a-
long t h i s  t r a i l .  They brought i n  t h e  medevac f o r  him. 
Right  be fo re  they  brought  him i n ,  we stopped. We were wait-  
i n g  on a r d i k e  and a l l  of  a sudden, we heard a machinegun o-
pen up. A .60  c a l i b e r ,  coming from t h i s  v i c i n i t y ,  o r  some-
where. There was a l i t t l e  house cvzr here. I really can't 
pick  it o u t  very w e l l ,  and I saw a l i t t l e  boy, maybe 8 
o r  1 0  y e a r s  o l d ,  come running from t h a t  house,  and a mach-
inegun opened up, and he  f e l l  t o  he ground. He g o t  back up. 
He was screaming and c ry ing ,  and t h e  machinegun opened up again ,  
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and he f e l l  t o  t h e  ground. Then, a f t e r  t h a t ,  t h e  medevac 
came i n ,  picked up t h e  man t h a t  was a c a s u a l t y ,  t h a t  s h o t  
himself i n  t h e  f o o t ,  and took him ou t .  

When w e  s t a r t e d  moving again.  There was one junc-
t i o n  i n t e r s e c t i o n  t h e r e  on t h e  d ike ,  where we had t o  s t e p  
over  t h i s  body, t o  g e t  by a young boy--I 'd say anywhere 
from 8 ,  t o  1 0 ,  o r  12 ,  somewhere around there--and he had a 
b i g  chunk of meat o u t  of h i s  r i g h t  arm. And l a t e r  on, I 
heard t h a t  he was s h o t ,  because they  thought t h a t  he was 
s u f f e r i n g  from t h e  wound too  much. But he had no d r e s s i n g  
o r  nothing,  on t h e  wound. 

We s t a r t e d  moving south  aga in ,  and I looked up 
t h i s  one d ike  where I saw t h i s  f i r s t  young boy running 
from.,and I seen a p i l e  of bodies  ou t  t h e r e ,  and t h e  boy 
was ly ing  on t h e  d i k e ,  wi th  t h e  bodies  l ay ing  t h e r e ,  s o  w e  
moved i n t o  t h e  v i l l a g e .  T h a t ' s  when I heard t h a t  t h e r e  
was a chopper up overhead. 

Q. Before we g e t  too  f a r  along. About how many 
people would ycu say--You say  t h e r e  was a d i t c h ?  

A. I t  was r i g h t  a longs ide  t h e  r i c e  paddy d ike .  I t  
was i n  t h e  paddy i t s e l f .  There was a bunch of people 
l ay ing  t h e r e .  I would say 30 o r  50, poss ib ly  more. It 
looked l i k e  a l o t  more. 

Q. Was t h i s  somewhere near  where t h e  medevac h e l i -  
cop te r  came i n ?  

A. Right ,  sir.  The medevac h e l i c o p t e r  had t o  pass  
r i g h t  over it, t o  come i n ,  because he came i n  from a south  
approach. 

Q. Sergeant  K I N C H ,  a f t e r  we go through some more 
testimony, Major ZYCHOWSKI w i l l  g e t  with you, and ask you 
t o  mark up an a e r i a l  photograph, i n d i c a t i n g  perhaps t h e  
r o u t e  which you took through My Lai  ( 4 ) .  H e ' l l  a l s o  show 
you some photographs. Perhaps some documents. A t  t h a t  
time you can i n d i c a t e  exac t ly  where, t o  t h e  b e s t  of your 
r e c o l l e c t i o n .  you saw c e r t a i n  th ings  happen. Can you go on 
and t e l l  us what happened a f t e r  t h e  d u s t o f f ,  and a f t e r  you 
saw t h e  bodies  along t h e  edge of t h e  d ike?  

A. Then we--well, a f t e r  I saw t h e  bodies  r i g h t  he re ,  
i n  t h i s  i n t e r s e c t i o n ,  I looked up t o  t h e  d ike  and saw t h e s e  
bodies .  
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9. That i s  t h e  i n t e r s e c t i o n  on t h e  south edge of t h e  
v i l l a g e  where a t r a i l  l eads  south t o  521? 

A .  Right ,  s i r ,  and then  we proceeded t o  go i n s i d e  
t h e  v i l l a g e ,  and w e  were no more than maybe 5  o r  10 
minutes i n t o  t h e  village--we heard over t h e  r a d i o ,  from t h e  
chopper up above, t a l k i n g  t o  t h e  CO, Captain MEDINA, ask-
i n g  him why t h e r e  was s o  many bodies.  H e  had g o t t e n  a 
c a l l  from t h e  dus to f f  chopper, and he  wanted t o  know why 
t h e r e  were s o  many bodies  l ay ing  down t h e r e ,  and Captain 
MEDINA r e p l i e d  " I  d o n ' t  know. I ' l l  c a l l  forward and f i n d  
ou t . "  A t  t h i s  t ime he c a l l e d ,  a f t e r  he go t  done t a l k i n g  
t o  whoever was i n  t h a t  chopper. He c a l l e d  up i n  f r o n t  of  
him, I imagine it was t h e  1st  Platoon,  and t o l d  them t o  s t o p  
t h e  shoot ing ,  and words s i m i l a r  t o  t h a t .  "The p a r t y ' s  
over.  " 

Q .  Did he c a l l  more than  one platoon? J u s t  t h e  1st 
Platoon? 

A. I b e l i e v e  he  j u s t  c a l l e d  one platoon.  

Q .  I read your account of t h i s  i n  your s ta tement  t o  
M r .  FEHER. Would you exp la in  t o  us ,  how you could t e l l ,  
what was s a i d  t o  Captain MEDINA over t h e  r a d i o ,  from t h e  
h e l i c o p t e r ?  

A. Whoever it was i n  t h e  h e l i c o p t e r ,  I imagine it 
was probably Colonel BARKER i n  t h e  h e l i c o p t e r ,  he j u s t  c a l l -
ed down, and they  were using c a l l s i g n s  then ,  n o t  g iv ing  
rlaliles. 
Q. Was M E D I N A ' s  RTO using a l i t t l e  speaker  on h i s  
r a d i o ,  s o  t h a t  you could hea r  i t ?  

A. No, he had a r e g u l a r  b i g  speaker ,  o r  whoever was 
behind me, had a r e g u l a r  b i g  speaker.  

Q. I t  was a speaker.  They weren ' t  us ing  earphones. 

A .  No, we were using speakers .  

Q .  You could h e a r  over t h e  speaker what t h e  t r a n s -  
mission was? 

A .  Yes, s ir .  
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Q What made you th ink  t h a t  t h i s  w a s  Captain MEDINA--
I ' m .  s o r r y ,  Colonel BARKER? 

A. Because I heard t h a t  t h a t  w a s  Colonel BARKER, s i r ,  
from a couple of guys i n  t h e  p la toon.  Some guy s a i d ,  t h a t  
t h a t  was Colonel BARKER'S chopper, up t h e r e .  

Q You could s e e  t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  overhead? 

A. No, I s a i d  I could s e e  it before  we went i n t o  t h e  
v i l l a g e .  I could j u s t  hear  it, when I went i n s i d e  the v i l -
l age .  

Q You saw it hovering i n  t h e  a i r  before? 

A. Yes, sir.  

Q .  About what time was t h i s ,  o r  can you r e c a l l ?  

A. I wouldn ' t  know, s i r .  

Q. I ' l l  g ive  you a p o i n t  of r e fe rence .  The dus tof f  
occurred around 1025. 

A. Maybe it was about 1045, maybe 1040. Sometime 
around the re .  

Q. Now, going back a l i t t l e  ways, t o  t h e  previous 
t ime whew you had seen Colonel BARKER'S chopper up i n  t h e  
a i r ,  What t i m e  was t h i s ?  

A, That was when t h e  medevac chopper was coming i n .  

Q. H e  w a s  up i n  t h e  a i r ,  too? 

A. There was a l s o  gunships,  up t h e r e ,  A couple of 
jets f l y i n g  o f f  to t h e  e a s t .  

Q. Did you remember Colonel BARKER'S exac t  words, o r  
c l o s e  t o  them, a s  they came over  the speaker? 

A. A s  c l o s e  a s  I can g e t  them i s  "I j u s t  g o t  a c a l l  
f r o m  t h e  dus to f f  chopper, and he  s a i d  he s p o t t e d  a lot of 
bodies ,  a l l  over  the p l a c e , "  o r  something s i m i l i a r  t o  t h a t .  

Q .  A l l  r i g h t .  What e l s e  d id  he say? 
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A. Tha t ' s  a l l  I remember him saying. 

?* What d i d  MEDINA say? 

A. He wanted t o  know what was going on down t h e r e ,  
and Captain MEDINA r e p l i e d ,  "I d o n ' t  know what 's  happening. 
1'11 c a l l  up forward and s e e  what is  happening." 

0. Let m e  ask  you something. You have j u s t  been 
down on t h e  sou th  edge of t h e  v i l l a g e ,  where t h e  dus to f f  
h e l i c o p t e r  was, Wasn't Captain MEDINA the re?  

A. He w a s  r i g h t  t h e r e ,  by t h a t  i n t e r s e c t i o n .  

Q - Wouldn't you say ,  t h e  bodies were v i s i b ' l e  t o  him 
t h e r e ,  a s  they were t o  you? 

A. Yes, I would. 

Q - Would you say they were v i s i b l e  t o  Colonel BARKER'S 
h e l i c o p t e r ?  

A. The ones out  i n  t h e  paddy, yes ,  s i r ,  b u t  he was 
f l y i n g  p r e t t y  high. I wouldn't  know, exact ly .  He was w e l l  
up the re .  I imagine t h a t  he could probably s e e  them. 

Q - You a r e  r e f e r r i n g  t o  t h e  bodies  alongside t h e  
d ike ,  a t  t h e  edge of t h e  t r a i l ?  

Q You t e s t i f i e d  a l i t t l e  whi le  ago about s e e i n g  a 
boy, about e i g h t  y e a r s  o l d ,  taken under f i r e ,  by a machine-
gun. Did t h i s  occur  a f t e r  you heard t h e  t ransmiss ion  from 
Colonel BARKER t o  Captain MEDINA? 

A. No, bef o r e  t h a t .  

Q - About where was t h a t  one, i n  r e fe rence  t o  t h e  
d u s t o f f ?  

A. J u s t  e a s t  of t h e  dusto£f. 
Q Was it somewhere near  where t h e  p i l e  of bodies  
was? 

A. Yes, sir. This  body was out  i n  t h e  middle of 
t h e  d ike ,  next  t o  these  o t h e r  bodies .  

( K I N C H )  12 APP T-202 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

Q A l l  r i g h t .  Could you t e l l  us what happened next ,  
after Captain MEDINA had t h i s  c a l l  from Colonel BARKER? 

A. Then he  c a l l e d  up i n  f r o n t ,  and whatever p la tosn  
he was t a l k i n g  t o ,  I imagine it was t h e  1st Platoon. He 
said, "Okay, t h a t ' s  it f o r  today,  l e t ' s  q u i t  t h e  shoot ing."  
Something s i m i l i a r  t~ t h a t ,  not  exac t ly  t h e  same words, he 
s a i d .  So then  t h e  shoot ing did slow down and then  w e  pro-
ceeded to  go i n t o  t h e  v i l l a g e .  And, t h e r e  were hootches 
burning,  and a few of t h e  guys, i n  t h e  headquarters  s e c t i o n ,  
pu t  matches t o  t h e  hootches t h a t  someone had missed. And 
then ,  we come ac ross  t h i s  o t h e r  p i l e  of bodies ,  i n s i d e  t h e  
v i l l a g e ,  on t h e  r i g h t  hand s i d e  of t h e  d i k e ,  

Q Looking a t  t h e  a e r i a l  photograph, do you t h i n k  yoc 
could l o c a t e  t h e  genera l  p o s i t i o n  of t h i s  group of bodies? 
You s t a r t e d  ou t  by a t r a i l  near  t h e  c e n t e r  of t h e  v i l l a g e ,  
on t h e  south  edge. 

A .  Then we took a l l  d i f f e r e n t  l i t t l e  t r a i l s  a l l  
through t h e  v i l l a g e .  I t ' s  hard t o  say.  

Q. You went n o r t h ,  somewhat. Did you go nor th  and 
e a s t ?  

A. Right ,  s i r ,  we went i n  every d i r e c t i o n ,  and I say 
it would be r i g h t  around i n  he re ,  maybe around i n  t h e r e .  

. Q. I n d i c a t i n g  a s p o t  about 150 meters n o r t h e a s t  of 
t h e  i n t e r s e c t i o n  of t h e  t r a i l  w i t h . t h e  south l i n e  of t h e  
v i l l a g e .  

A.  I would say it was r i g h t  around i n  t h e r e ,  

Q. Major ZYCHOWSKI w i l l  you h e l p  you mark it l a t e r .  , 
Could you t e l l  u s  about t h e s e  bodies ,  a s  f a r  a s  ages and 
sexes  are concerned? 

A .  Well, most of them were females and c h i l d r e n .  
There was males s c a t t e r e d .  There were a few males, b u t  
n o t  t h a t  many. Old men, 701s  o r  8 0 1 s ,  something l i k e  t h a t .  

Q. .&out how many were t h e r e ?  

A .  Altogether ,  i n  t h a t  p i l e ?  

Q. Y e s .  
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A .  I ; d  say  about 3 0 ,  40 .  There was q u i t e  a few. 

Q. Going back t o  t h e s e  o t h e r  bodies ,  t h a t  were o u t  
on t h e  t r a i l ,  a longs ide  t h e  d ike .  What were t h e i r  ages 
and sexes? 

A .  Mostly women, ch i ld ren .  The same th ing .  A few 
men, s c a t t e r e d .  I d o n ' t  remember see ing  any men i n  t h a t  
f i r s t  p i l e .  I was o f f  i n  t h e  d i s t a n c e ,  you know, on t h e  
t r a i l  the re .  

Q. You descr ibed  t h e  machinegun opening up on t h e  
l i t t l e  boy, nea r  t h e  p i l e  of bodies .  Where was Captain 
MEDINA a t  t h i s  time? 

A. I ' d  say he was j u s t  about a t  t h e  i n t e r s e c t i o n ,  a t  
t h a t  t i m e ,  when they  opened up on t h e  boy--when t h e  machine-
gun opened up on t h e  boy. 

Q. Could you t e l l  whether he saw i t ?  

A .  I d o n ' t  know whether he saw it o r  n o t ,  b u t  I know 
he  had t o  hear  it. 

Q He was r i g h t  t h e r e ,  t h e  same as  you. He could 
have seen i t ?  

A. He was looking r i g h t  a t  t h e  d ike .  I wouldn't  say 
he  was looking a t  t h e  d i k e ,  b u t  he w a s  s tanding  r i g h t  t h e r e ,  
a t  t h e  i n t e r s e c t i o n  of t h e  d ike .  

Q. How f a r  where you then ,  from t h e  machinegun? 

A. I wouldn ' t  know. From t h e  d ike  a t  t h a t  t ime,  I 
was about 50, maybe 70 meters ,  t o  t h e  west.  

0. Did you s e e  t h e  man who used t h e  machinegun on 
t h e  l i t t l e  boy? 

A. No, sir.  

Q a What d i d  t h i s  d i t c h  look l i k e ?  We have heard of 
t h i s  be fo re ,  b u t  the evidence i s  n o t  eo c l e a r  on it. For 
example, t h e  l eng th  of it, t h e  depth of it, whether t h e r e  
was brush around i t ?  
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A. I would say it was 6-foot ,  maybe 6 1/2-
f o o t  t a l l ,  i n  s i z e .  You looked s t r a i g h t  a t  it. I wouldn't  
say how deep it was because, it ran  q u i t e  a ways and then it 
turned.  I b e l i e v e  it turned.  

(COL MILLER entered  t h e  hea r ing . )  

Q Was t h i s  a b u i l t  up s o r t  of t h i n g ,  o r  was it just 
a d i t c h ,  j u s t  c u t  o u t  of t h e  ground? When you say  6  f e e t ,  
do you mean 6 - fee t  deep? 

A. Well, from ground l e v e l  t h e r e  was w a l l s  on t h e  
s i d e ,  they  were 6-foot high.  

Q.  They were b u i l t  up, then? 

A. Right ,  sir. 

Q. You d o n ' t  r e c a l l  how deep it was? 

A. No, s ir .  

Q The l eng th  of t h e  d i t c h ;  it wound through t h e  
v i l l a g e  d i d  i t ?  

A. I d o n ' t  know. You could only  see  about  maybe 15,  
20 f e e t  back. 

Q. Before it curved away? 

A .  Before it curved away. I j u s t  looked down and 
' k e p t  on going. 

Q. Do you have any i d e a  how t h e s e  people were k i l l e d ?  

A. No, s i r .  

Q . A l l  r i g h t .  P lease  d e s c r i b e  what you saw--I'm 
s o r r y ,  M r .  WALSH? 

MR WALSH: Sergeant ,  when you d e s c r i b e  it, I'm having a 
l i t t l e  t r o u b l e  v i s u a l i z i n g  it. You s a i d  it was b u i l t  up t o  
a he igh t  of about 6 f e e t ,  above t h e  l e v e l  of t h e  ground 
around i t ?  

A. yes ,  sir .  

Q. How d id  you s e e  t h e  bodies? Did you climb up--
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A. ( In te rpos ing)  They were i n s i d e .  A s  I looked to 
my r i g h t ,  t h e r e  was t h i s  d i t c h  on t h e  r i g h t  s i d e  of t h e  
d ike ,  and t h e  bodies  were l a y i n g  i n  t h e r e .  

MR WEST: You passed ac ross  the end of i t ?  

A.  No, t h e  pa th  r an  t h i s  way ( i n d i c a t i n g )  and the 
d i t c h  was o f f  on t h e  r i g h t  of  t h e  pa th .  

MR WALSH: From t h e  p a t h ,  you could look up t h e  length  of 
t h e  d i t c h ?  

A. You could look up t h e  d i t c h ,  r i g h t .  

MR WEST: Okay, would you p l e a s e  cont inue? 

A. Okay, then  we s t a r t e d  walking down t h e  pa th  a 
l i t t l e  f u r t h e r .  W e  were walking and a t  t h a t  time I no t i ced  
t h e s e  people i n  t h e  d i t c h ,  and then  we come ac ross  t h i s  house. 

Q. Was Captain MEDINA walking along,  too?  

A.  Right ,  h e  was r i g h t  i n  f r o n t  of us. 

Q Could h e  have seen what you saw? 

A .  I f  he would have looked t o  t h e  right, he would 
have seen it, and t h e n  &re was t h i s  one house o f f  t o  t h e  
l e f t .  I ccticed the re  wes an old man h y i n g  cn t h e  steps; 
a young g i r l  l ay ing  on what you would c a l l  a lawn, between 
a hedgerow and t h e  house, and t h e r e  was a l i t t l e  6-month-
o l d  baby, l a y i n g  j u s t  about a t  h e r  f e e t .  Then we walked a 
l i t t l e  b i t  f u t h e r  down t h e  p a t h ,  o r  t h e  r o u t e  t h a t  we were 
t ak ing ,  then  w e  come o u t s i d e  and t h e r e  w a s  another--well ,  
as w e  come o u t  t o  t h c  v i l l a g e ,  I should say--1 t h i n k  it was 
j u s t  as w e  come ou t  of t h e  v i l l a g e ,  t h e r e  were bodies  t h e r e ,  
and they were s c a t t e r e d  on t h e  right-hand s i d e ,  i f  I ' m  n o t  
mistaken. 

Q Now, would you d e s c r i b e  t h e  p lace  where t h e s e  
bodies  were? Was t h i s  a t r a i l  o r  a r i c e  paddy? 

A .  I would say they  were r i g h t  over  here , '  on t h e  
e a s t  s i d e .  There was a pa th  coming ou t .  I d o n ' t  know i f  
t h i s  was t h e  pa th  o r  n o t ,  It  could have been t h i s  paddy, 
o r  t h i s  paddy. 
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Q. I t  was a rath.er  l a r g e  open f i e l d  on t h e  e a s t  end 
of My Lai  ( 4 ) .  Was it o u t  i n  t h e r e ,  o r  was it s t i l l  w i t h i n  
t h e  o u t e r  l i m i t s  of t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

A. I t  might have been o u t  i n  t h e r e ,  because I know 
t h e r e  were a f e w  more t r ? e s  i n  f r o n t  of us ,  which I would 
say a r e  t h e s e  t r e e s  here.  

Q Okay. Major ZYCHOWSKI w i l l  h e l p  you l o c a t e  t h a t  
p o i n t  l a t e r .  What d i d  you do t h e r e  now? 

A. W e l l ,  we j u s t  kept  on walking u n t i l  we come o u t  
'of  t h e  v i l l a g e ,  and then we stopped f o r  lunch. There was 
t h i s  one b u i l d i n g  t h a t  was booby-trapped. 

Q Do you remember t h e  demol i t ion  men around t h a t  
bui ld ing?  

A. No, I d o n ' t .  I remember we blew t h e  bu i ld ing .  I 
d o n ' t  know if t h e r e  was demo men with us ,  o r  some of t h e  
guys from t h e  company. 

9 You d i d  s e e  a demol i t ion  s e t  o f f ?  

A.  Right ,  s ir .  

Q. Do you remember what happened t o  t h e  bu i ld ing?  

A.  It blew up, sir.  

Q. Can you remember anyone laughing a t  t h e  demoli t ton 
men? 

A .  No, s ir .  

Q. We heard some people polced fun a t  them, because 
they  blew t h e  w a l l  of t h e  b u i l d i n g  o u t ,  when they were only 
t r y i n g  t o  blow o u t  an ent rance  t o  t h e  bu i ld ing .  

A .  I had heard t h a t  t h e r e  was a 105 booby-trapped 
round on t h e  s t e p s  t o  t h e  bu i ld ing .  I d i d n ' t  s e e  t h e  round, 
myself. 

Q. They were t r y i n g ,  i n  e f f e c t ,  t o  make a window 
i n t o  t h e  p lace ,  i n  t h e  s i d e ,  and n a t  have t o  go i n  t h e  f r o n t .  
Where you broke f o r  lunch,  was t h a t  on t h e  o u t s k i r t s  of My 
Lai  ( 4 1 ,  o r  s t i l l  i n  t h e  o u t e r  l i m i t s ?  
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A .  I b e l i e v e  it was on t he  o u t s k i r t s ,  r i g h t  around 
i n  h e r e  ( i n d i c a t i n g )  . 
Q A s  y e t ,  had you crossed  t h a t  r i c e  paddy, t o  t h e  
e a s t  of My Lai ( 4 ) ?  It looks l i k e  i t ' s  about,  probably 200 
meters across  here .  

A. I d o n ' t  know whether we crossed  t h a t  before w e  
stopped f o r  lunch o r  n o t ,  sir.  We might have, and w e  might 
have stopped i n  h e r e ,  somewhere ( i n d i c a t i n g ) .  I r e a l l y  
c a n ' t  say.  

Q. A l l  r i g h t .  Would you t e l l  us what happened dur ing  
t h e  lunch break? 

A .  During t h e  lunch break,  l i k e  I s a i d ,  we stopped 
because t h i s  house w a s  booby-trapped. W e  stopped f o r  lunch 
whi le  we were t h e r e ,  and dur ing  lunch they  blew it, r i g h t  
i n  t h e  middle of  f r anks  and beans,  o r  whatever I was having. 

Q. You a t e  C-rat ions t h a t  day? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Okay. What e l s e ?  

A.  Then we went o u t  and s t a r t e d  moving aga in ,  kept  
on gojAngeast-

Q - Well, be fo re  we l eave  t h a t  p o i n t ,  do you remember 
t a l k i n g  t o  M r .  FEHER about a body count? 

A. Oh, r i g h t ,  s i r .  That was j u s t  a s  we were coming 
o u t  of t h e  v i l l a g e .  

8 .  You were moving then ,  were you? 

A. Yes, sir,  w e  were moving. 

Q. Before,  o r  a f t e r  lunch? 

A. No, it was be fo re  lunch. Right be fo re  we h i t  t h e  
house, we were going through some brush and t h a t .  

Q. Did you hea r  another  r a d i o  t ransmiss ion  over  t h e  
r a d i o  he re ,  through t h e  loud speaker? 
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A.  Yes, s i r ,  and whoever it was on t h e  o t h e r  end--
Captain MEDINA was on one end, and whoever w a s  on t h e  o t h e r  
end, which I gathered  it was Colonel BARKER, I d o n ' t  know, 
and he s a i d ,  "Do you have a body count ,"  o r  words s i m i l i a r  
t o  t h a t ,  and Captain MEDINA r e p l i e d ,  "310 ," I b e l i e v e  it w a s .  

go Did he say 310 anything,  o r  j u s t  310? 

A .  No, he  j u s t  s a i d  "310." 

Q I t h i n k  you t o l d  M r .  FEHER t h a t  t h i s  was s h o r t l y
a£ter lunch. 

A .  I t  might have been a f t e r  lunch. I r e a l l y  c a n ' t  
remember, r i g h t  now. 

0. You d id  say t h a t  dur ing  lunch t h e  demoli t ion blew 
up t h e  house. A f t e r  lunch you went i n t o  t h e  v i l l a g e .  

A .  I ' m  not  s u r e  i f  it was be fo re  lunch o r  a f t e r  lunch. 

'Q Okay, i t ' s  n o t  too i n p o r t a n t ,  b u t  a t  l e a s t  you 
were on t h e  move, when t h e , c a l l  came i n .  

Right ,  sir. 

8 You k n o ~ ,t h i s  f i g u r e  01 316, w e ' 9 - e  n ~ iiieai-d be-
fore. How good i s  your r e c o l l e c t i o n  of  t h i s ?  

A ,  P r e t t y  good, because t h a t  i s  t h e  one t h i n g  t h a t  
day t h a t  I won ' t  f o r g e t .  I s a i d  t o  myself ,  "310." I d o n ' t  
Bel ieve  I seen t h a t  many. I j u s t  s a i d ,  "What t h e  h e l l  is  
happening?" 

Q * W e l l ,  you had seen . q u i t e  a few up t o  t h a t  time. 

A Right ,  sir .  

Q Do you have any e s t i m a t e  of how many you had seen ,  
up t o  t h a t  t ime? 

A .  I ' d  say  about 150. Somewhere around t h e r e .  

Q, Now, you were n e a r ,  I guess ,  t o  Captain MEDINA, 
some of t h e  time. Did he r e c e i v e  r e p o r t s  from t h e  p la toons?  
You know body counts ,  from t h e  p la toons?  

APP 92-202 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 
b 

A. No, s i r .  I d o n ' t  remember him asking  f o r  a body 
count ,  o r  him r e c e i v i n g  one. 

Q e  Did you happen t o  h e a r ,  during lunch, him a s k  t h e  
p la toon l e a d e r s  f o r  a body count? 

A. N o ,  sir. 

Q Did you see where Captain MEDINA had lunch? 

A. Y e s ,  s ir ,  h e  wasn ' t  t o o  far from us .  W e  were 
j u s t  around a l i t t l e  d i k e ,  and he  was up and around t h e  
o t h e r  way. You could hea r  him. 

Q .  How f a r  w e r e  you from t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

A. I would say about 150  meters.  Somewhere around 
t h e r e  ( i n d i c a t i n g )  . 
Q Back i n  toward t h e  v i l l a g e ,  from t h e  bu i ld ing?  

A. No, I would say w e  were south of t h e  bu i ld ing .  
J u s t  about south.  

Q .  Do you r e c a l l  who was s i t t i n g  wi th  Captain MEDINA, 
a s  you had lunch? 

A. No, s ir .  

Q .  I r e a l i z e  you h a d n ' t  been wi th  t h e  company t o o  
long. Had you g o t t e n  to-know h i s  RTO's? 

A. Right ,  s i r ,  I d i d  know a few of them. 

&. Did you know John WOOD? 

A. Y e s , .  s i r ,  I knew him. Sergeant  WIDMER, and MURRAY. 

Q Did you know t h e  RTO f o r  t h e  a r t i l l e r y  forward 
observer? 

A. I c a n ' t  remember his name new, D o  you mean the 
o f f i c e r ?  

Q Not t h e  o f f i c e r .  The o f f i c e r  w a s  L ieutenant  ALAUX. 
He had an RTO. 
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A. I t  wasn ' t  JOLLY, was i t ?  

Q • JOLLY was a forward observer  f o r  t h e  mortar pla-
toon. He f l o a t e d  around, va r ious  p laces .  ALAUX's R T O ' s  
name begins  wi th  M. 

A. I d o n ' t  remember, sir.  

Maybe you d i d n vt know him, a t  t h a t  time. MARTIN. 

A. No, I d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  I d id .  

Q. Did you s e e  an M I  o f f i c e r  t h e r e  t h a t  morning wi th  
Captain MEDINA? 

A. No, s i r ,  I d i d n ' t .  

Q A l i e u t e n a n t ?  

A .  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  s ee ing  an M I  o f f i c e r .  

Q. Did you know Captain M E D I N A ' s  i n t e r p r e t e r ?  

A. Sergeant  PHU. ~ i g h t ,s ir .  

Q There was another  Vietnamese s e r g e a n t  t h e r e  t h a t  
day. 

A. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  s e e i n g  another  Vietnamese i n t e r -
p r e t e r .  

Q. Was anybody nea r  you t h a t  you can r e c a l l ,  when 
Captain MEDINA gave t h i s  body count., t h a t  could have heard 
t h e  same t h i n g  you heard? 

A. Probably. Harold HOLLAND and WATSON may have 
heard  it, because he was nea r  m e .  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  anyone 
else i n  t h e  a r e a ,  o r  anyone e l s e  nea r  me a t  t h e  t i m e .  

Q You a r e  t a l k i n g  about  WATSON from t h e  mortar  p la-
toon? He was back a t  Landing Zone Uptight .  

Q OLIPHENT i s  t h e  one I ' m  t a l k i n g  about .  Who 
w a s  s i t t i n g  wi th  you a t  lunch? 

A.  HOLLAND and OLIPHEMT. 
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Q. And they were near  you, a l so?  Perhaps it was be-
f o r e  lunch o r  a f t e r  lunch, when you were walking along and 
heard t h i s  body count? 

A. Right. 

MR WALSH: Do you remember which of t h e  R T O ' s  was on t h e  
b a t t a l i o n  n e t ?  

A. No, it was e i t h e r  WIDMER o r  MURRAY. One o r  t h e  
o t h e r ,  probably. 

Q - Do you remember t h e  c a l l s i g n ,  Coyote 6? 

A. No, s i r .  You h e a r  s o  many d i f f e r e n t  c a l l s i g n s .  

MR WEST: Do you remember hear ing  t h e  c a l l  s i g n  Rawhide 6 ,  
Saber 6? 

A. No, sir. That  was 20 some months ago, s ir .  You 
go through a l o t  of c a l l s i g n s .  

COL MILLER: Did t h i s  r e p o r t  of 310 body count mean t o  you 
t h a t  t h e r e  was a body count of 310 people,  o r  was t h i s  a 
code? 

A. I d o n ' t  know, s ir .  I took i t  as a body count, 
because whoever was c a l l i n g  asked f o r  a body count and t h e  
CO r e p l i e d  i i 31U . ' i  

Q Was this t h e  only body count r e p o r t  you heard 
during t h e  day? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q- Did you, dur ing '  t h e  day, hea r  any rad ios  going 
a t  a l l ?  Were they turned  on--

A. ( In te rpos ing)  Yes, s i r ,  they were on a l l  day. 

MR VEST: They were using speakers .  Did you see any v i s i t -
ing  o f f i c e r s  up t h e r e  t h a t  morning, from Task Force Barker,  
o r  br igade ,  o r  d i v i s i o n ?  

A. N o ,  s ir .  The only chopper t h a t  landed, a f t e r  we 
landed, was t h a t  rnedevac chopper. 
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Q Did you see  a photographer t h e r e  t h a t  morning, 
and a man from t h e  PI0 s e c t i o n ?  

A. I remember see ing  a man t a k i n g  p i c t u r e s .  

Q Did you observe h i m  l eav ing  i n  a h e l i c o p t e r ?  

A. I t  was l a t e  t h a t  a f te rnoon when they l e f t - - I  
heard they l e f t .  

. Q. L a t e r  on i n  t h e  day? 

A. Right ,  s ir .  I d o n ' t  know whether they  d i d  l eave  
o r  no t .  I just .  heard they l e f t .  

Q A l l  r i g h t .  Would you t e l l  us  where you went 
a f t e r  lunch? 

A .  W e l l ,  I b e l i e v e  w e  kep t  on going east. 

Q You were s t i l l  with t h e  comrnhnd group? 

A. Y e s ,  s ir ,  and then--I had a mix up t h e r e .  I t  was 
e i t h e r  tha ' t  day o r  the day a f t e r .  I t h i n k  it was t h a t  day 
we h i t  t h e  w a t e r .  We--it wasn ' t  a sea .  

Ci. 1 think you're rer'erirr;iiy to tile kli of " 7 - - "--- -L l l e  3VllLJ 

Tra Khuc River. It was a wide r i v e r .  I t  might have looked 
l i k e  a beach. 

( I 0  entered  t h e  hea r ing . )  

Sergeant  K I N C H ,  General PEERS, a s  you s e e ,  has  
j u s t  joined us .  I wish you would go back i n  your testimony 
t o  t h e  p o i n t  where you saw t h e  dus to f f  h e l i c o p t e r  p ick  up 
CARTER and t a k e  him ou t .  And then  d e s c r i b e  t h e  bodies  you 
saw on the t r a i l ,  and go on from t h e r e .  

* 
A. Right ,  sir. 

10: Before you go ahead, t e l l  me, were you wi th  t h e  
mortar  p la toon?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  

Q - What was your p la toon l e a d e r ' s  name? 

A. MARONEY was t h e  p la toon s e r g e a n t  wi th  us .  
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Q.  Were you moving wi th  t h e  company headquar ters?  

CP group, r i g h t ,  s i r .  

Q CP with  Char l i e  Company? 

A. Right ,  sir.  

Q - T h a t ' s  a l l  I need t o  know. Go ahead. 

A. Well, j u s t  a long t h i s  d ike  south of t h e  hamlet 
t h e r e  was a p i l e  of bodies ,  j u s t  sou theas t  of t h e  d i k e  t h e r e .  
And, t h e  medevac chopper came i n  over t h e s e  bodies  and land-
ed i n  t h e  southern  r i c e  paddy d i k e ,  r i g h t  here  ( i n d i c a t i n g ) .  

Q H e  was landing  from e a s t  t o  west then? 

A. Yes, sir, and then  I looked up t h e  d ike ,  when w e  
go t  t o  t h e  d i k e  a f t e r  t h e  medevac chopper had l e f t ,  and I 
seen t h e s e  bodies  s i t t i n g  o u t  t h e r e .  I d i d n ' t  n o t i c e  them 
befo re  t h a t ,  and b e f o r e  t h e  chopper had come i n ,  I heard a 
machinegun open up over h e r e ,  on t h e  sou theas te rn  s i d e  of  t h e  
hamlet. I t  was f i r i n g  a t  a l i t t l e  boy, t h a t  was running 
from a house--building over  h e r e ,  running o u t  towards t h e  
d i k e ,  towards us. 

MR WEST: Tcwards t h e  p i l e  of bodies? 

A. Y e s ,  s i r ,  and h e  dropped once,  and t h e  machinegun 
stopped. H e  g o t  up, and h e  was screaming and c r y i n g ,  and 
then  t h e  machinegun opened up aga in ,  and he dropped again. The 
next  t i m e  I saw him, was when I ,  from t h i s  i n t e r s e c t i o n ,  
looked up t h e  d ike .  I 'd seen him lay ing  t h e r e ,  and saw t h e  
bodies  o f f  t o  t h e  r i g h t .  We then  proceeded i n t o  t h e  v i l l a g e .  

Q. Would you' d e s c r i b e  t h e  bodies  f o r  General PEERS? 

A. Mostly women and c h i l d r e n .  

10: Did you walk o u t  and see them? 

A. N o ,  s i r .  I s a w  them f ~ o mt h e  d i k e .  

Q. Did anybody walk o u t  t o  s e e  them? 

A. Not t h a t  I know o f ,  s ir .  I d i d n ' t  s e e  anyone 
o u t  t h a t  way. 
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MR WEST: Where was Captain MEDIMA a t  t h i s  time? 

A.  The time j u s t  be fo re  he was s h o t ,  he was s t and ing  
j u s t  about on t h e  in te r sec t ion- - junc t ion  going i n t o  t h e  
viPlage, t h e r e  ( i n d i c a t i n g )  . 
10: Could he have seen t h a t ?  

A. I b e l i e v e  so ,  s ir .  He w a s  sta.nding r i g h t  t h e r e .  
J u s t  o f f  t h e  d ike .  The d ike  was s t r a i g h t  ahead of h i m ,  
and i f  he was going i n t o  t h e  v i l l a g e ,  h e ' d  j u s t  make an 
about f ace .  Then we went i n t o  t h e  v i l l a g e ,  a f t e r  we crossed--
w e l l r  t h e r e  was a young boy l a y i n g  along the  d i k e ,  t h e r e ,  
t h a t  w e  had t o  s t e p  over t o  g e t  back. 

Q Do you know where you went i n t o  t h e  v i l l a g e ,  from 
t h a t  p o i n t  onward? 

A. Well, w e  went i n ,  I b e l i e v e  i t ' s  t h i s  i n t e r s e c t i o n  
r i g h t  h e r e  ( i n d i c a t i n g ) ,  sir, and then  w e  j u s t  s c a t t e r e d  a l l  
through t h e  v i l l a g e .  

MR WEST: Could you d e s c r i b e ,  now, what you t o l d  us about 
hear ing  t h e  c a l l  from Colonel BARKER? 

n 
.LA, W e l l ,  !=st as w e  qot into the v i l l a g e ,  j u t  2.5 we 
set f o o t  i n  t h e  v l l lage- -wel l ,  j u s t  a s  I d id  anyway--got i n t o  
t h e  v i l l a g e ,  r i g h t  a t  t h e  edge t h e r e ,  I heard someone over  
t h e  r a d i o  c a l l  t h e  CO,  Captain MEDINA, and he asked--he s a i d ,  
t h a t  he  had go t t en  a c a l l  from t h e  medevac chopper. The 
medevac p i l o t  wanted t o  know why t h e r e  were bodies  a l l  over 
t h e  p l a c e  down t h e r e ,  and Colonel BARKER had asked Captain 
MEDINA and Captain MEDINA r e p l i e d ,  "I d o n ' t  know, I ' l l  c a l l  
forward and f i n d  o u t . "  T h a t ' s  what was s a i d ,  and he c a l l e d  
forward a f t e r  t h a t  and s a i d ,  "Stop t h e  shoot ing ,  t h e  p a r t y ' s  
o v e r , "  o r  something s i m i l i a r  t o  t h a t .  I wouldn ' t  say t h a t  
t h o s e  were h i s  words. 

Q D o  you know who he  was c a l l i n g ?  

A, No, sir.  I b e l i e v e  it w a s  t h e  1st Platoon.  

Q. Did he c a l l  more than  one platoon? 

A. I cou ldn ' t  say about t h a t ,  sir.  
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Q. Could t h i s  have been a c a l l  t o  a l l  t h e  p la toon 
l e a d e r s ,  a t  t h e  same time? 

A. Yes, s i r ,  it may have been. 

Q. How could you hear  t h i s  conversa t ion ,  between 
Colonel BARKER and Captain MEDINA? 

A. Through t h e  speakers  on t h e  r a d i o s .  

Q. How d i d  you know t h i s  w a s  Colonel BARKER speaking? 

A .  Because, I heard p r i o r  to--before w e  went i n t o  t h e  
v i l l a g e  I heard--Colonel BARKER'S chopper was poin ted  
o u t  t o  me--that Colonel BARKER was up t h e r e ,  i n  t h e  chopper. 

I0 : W e l l ,  it was h i s  chopper, b u t  do you know t h a t  he 
was i n  it? 

A. I d o n ' t  know i f  he was i n  it, b u t  I heard  he was. 

Q .  D o  you remember h i s  c a l l s i g n s ?  

A.  NO, sir. 

MR WEST: You t o l d  us a l i t t l e  while  ago t h a t  a man s tand-
ing  t h e r e  t o l d  you t h i s  was Colonel BARKER's vo ice  on t h e  
r ad io?  

A. Yes, sir--I c o u l d n ' t  say t h a t  t h a t  was Colonel 
BARKER's vo ice ,  o r  no t .  

Q I understand t h a t ,  but what w e r e  you t o l d  a t  t h e  
time? 

A .  I was t o l d  t h a t  t h a t  was Colonel BARKER'S chopper 
up t h e r e  i n  t h e  sky. 

Q This  was when t h e  t ransmiss ion  was coming i n ?  

A.  No, t h i s  was before  t h a t .  Before t h e  medevac 
chopper even came, i n .  

10: Now, about what t i m e  was t h a t ?  Can you f i x  t h a t ?  
You s t a r t e d  i n t o  t h e  v i l l a g e  about 9 o ' c l o c k ,  a s  I r e c a l l .  
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A .  . Somewhere around t h e r e ,  sir. 

Q. How much longer  a f t e r  t h a t  d i d  you r e c a l l  t h a t  

t ransmission? 


A.  I would say,  it was a  good 45 minutes almost an 
hour a f t e r  t h a t .  W e  s a t  up i n  t h e  paddy, 30 o r  40 minutes,  
then  we s t a r t e d  walking, and then  w e  wai ted f o r  t h e  medevac. 

' Q- This was a f t e r  CARTER was medevac'd out?  

A. Yes, sir.  


Q- How much longer  a f t e r  t h a t ,  approximately? 


A. I would say 5 o r  10 minutes. 


Q- Now, when you moved i n t o  t h e  v i l l a g e ,  as  you 

moved nor th  and e a s t  from t h a t  p o i n t ,  you g o t  i n t o  q u i t e  a 
conglomeration of houses, d i d  you not?  

A. Yes, s ir .  


Q = Did you s e e  many bodies  i n  t h e r e ?  


A.  No, n o t  many bodies .  But a l l  t h e  l i v e s t o c k  was 
k i l l e d  o f f ,  and t h e r e  was hootches burning,  and t h e r e  wasn ' t  
too  many bodies ,  t h a t  I ' d  seen i n  t h e r e .  

Q- Aside from t h a t  group on t h e  road,  where e l s e  d i d  
you s e e  bodies  i n  t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

A .  J u s t  inside the v i l l a g e  h e r e ,  j u s t  about ,  I ' d  say 
northwest from where we e n t e r e d  the  v i l lage- -nor theas  t. 

Q. And how many do you th ink  you s a w  i n  the re?  

A. P r e t t y  c lose  t o  50. 40 o r  50 .  

MR WEST: Would you go over your testimony as you gave us 
e a r l i e r  about moving down this d i t c h  and coming t o  t h i s  
d i t c h .  Could you desc r ibe  t h e  d i t c h ,  and what you saw t h e r e ?  

A. W e  were moving on the  path,  I b e l i e v e  we were 

going east--  
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10: ( In te rpos ing)  I n  t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

A .  Y e s ,  sir. 

Q Lots  of t r e e s ,  n o t  l o t s  of t r e e s ,  b u t  t h e r e  were 
hedgerot~s ,  and bamboo, and so  f o r t h ,  around. 

A .  Right ,  s i r ,  and t h e n  I come ac ross  and I looked 
t o  my r i g h t  and t h e r e  was t h i s  d i t c h  t h e r e .  I c a l l  it a 
d i t c h ,  anyway, because it had w a l l s  around it, and t h e r e  
was t h e s e  bodies ,  j u s t  l ay ing  i n  t h e r e .  

MR WEST: What were t h e r e  ages and sexes? 

A. Well, t h e  males t h a t  I did s e e ,  which was only 
about two, t h r e e ,  a couple more. I remember I d i d  s e e  one 
male l ay ing  r i g h t  i n  f r o n t  of t h e  bodies ,  and I would say he 
w a s  about 60 o r  70 .  The r e s t  were a l l  young and o ld  females, 
and c h i l d r e n .  

10: Can you j u s t  draw a line on t h a t  map for m e ,  and 
show m e  about where you t h i n k  t h a t  d i t c h  was, and i n  which 
d i r e c t i o n  it was running? 

A. I'd say it was running sou th  about l i k e  t h a t  ( i n -
d i c a t i n g ) ,  i f  w e  were walking t h i s  way, because once I g o t  
i n  t h e r e ,  I d i d n ' t  know my d i r e c t i o n s ,  no way. For a l l  I 
kno~??it might have been o f f  over he re :  somewhere. 

Q Could it have been r i g h t  along, about  i n  he re  
( i n d i c a t i n g )? 

A. It might have been. We might have been walking 
t h i s  way. 

Q I understand when you f i n a l l y  came o u t ,  you came 
o u t  a t  t h a t  p o i n t  r i g h t  t h e r e ,  o r  near t h a t  p o i n t ?  

A. Somewhere around t h e r e  I ' d  imagine. 

MR WEST: Where was Captain MEDINA, a t  t h a t  t ime,  when you 
crossed  t h e  d i t c h ?  

A. H e  was i n  f r o n t  of us a l l  t h e  t ime,  dur ing  t h i s  
whole opera t ion .  

( K I N C H )  2 8  
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Q How f a r  i n  f r o n t ?  

A. Oh, about 10, 15 f e e t ,  a t  t h e  most. 

H e  could have seen t h e  bodies  i n  t h e  d i t c h ?  

Y e s ,  s i r ,  i f  he would have looked t o  h i s  r i g h t .  

MR WALSH: A f t e r  you passed t h e  d i t c h  i n s i d e  the v i l l a g e ,  
you descr ibed  some o t h e r  scenes of bodies .  

A. Right,  sir,  we were walking along a pa th ,  j u s t  
a f t e r  we passed t h a t  d i t c h ,  and I no t i ced  t h i s  one 
bu i ld ing .  There was a man lay ing  on t h e  s t e p s  of t h e  b u i l -
ding,  house, and a young g i r l  l ay ing  between t h e  hedgerow 
on my l e f t  and t h e  house, and then t h e r e  was a l i t t l e  baby 
j u s t a b o u t  a t  h e r  f e e t .  Maybe a f o o t  o f f  h e r  l e f t  foo t .  

Q - This was on t h e  path t h a t  you were walking, £01-
lowing t h e  cormand group? 

A. Yes, s ir .  

MR WEST: Sergeant  K I N C H ,  could you t e l l  us again about t h e  
body count i n c i d e n t ,  about where you were and when t h i s  took 
n l ~ n n 9  J u s t  w h a t  you beard;r---- -
A. Well, I d o n ' t  r e c a l ' l  i f  it was be fo re  lunch o r  
a f t e r  lunch, b u t  we were s t i l l  fol lowing t h e  CP group and a 
guy who was Colorre1 BARKER again c a l l e d  down. 

Q- You heard  t h e  voice  over  t h e  speaker? 

A. Yes, s i r ,  and he asked f o r  a body count and 
Captain MEDINA r e p l i e d ,  "310. " 

Q- Do you r e c a l l  any more of t h e  conversa t ion  back 
and f o r t h ?  

A. No, sir .  I b e l i e v e  t h a t  was t h e  end of t h e  body 
count-- t h e  end of t h e  conversat ion.  

Q- H e  d i d n ' t  s p e c i f y  VC, o r  anything e l s e ,  j u s t  310? 

N o ,  j u s t  310. 
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I0: That came through loud and c l e a r ?  

A. Yes, sir. T h a t ' s  t h e  one t h i n g  I won' t  f o r g e t  
about t h a t  day. 

MR WEST: T e l l  General PEERS why you r e c a l l  t h i s ?  

A .  Because it j u s t  stunned m e ,  i f  anything.  I heard 
him say ,  "310," and it j u s t  h i t  my mind. I s a i d  "What's hap-
pening?" I t  j u s t  sca red  t h e  h e l l  o u t  of me. 

10: How long had you been i n  t h e  Army up till t h i s  
t ime, Sergeant  KINCB? 

A. Up till t h a t  t ime,  I was i n  3 y e a r s ,  6 months, 
s ir .  I t  w i l l  be  5 y e a r s  next  month, s i r .  

Q. You had a l i t t l e  background a s  f a r  a s  m i l i t a r y  
t r a i n i n g ,  and s o  on? 

A. Yes, sir.  3 3  months i n  Europe. 

MR WEST: How many people do you es t ima te  you had seen ,  up 
t o  t h i s  time? How many dead bodies? 

A. I'd say about 150, sir. Somewhere around t h e r e .  

MR WALSH: You had j u s t  repor ted  i n  t o  Task Force Barker? 

A. Y e s ,  s i r ,  I was wi th  them about 2 months then ,  
I g o t  t h e r e  1 2  January 1 9 6 8 ,  and t h i s  was March 1968- -3  
months. 

MR WEST: You had jo ined ,  j u s t  before  Char l i e  Company moved 
t o  Vietnam? 

A .  Yes, sir. J u s t  a f t e r  they moved t o  Vietnam. 
They go t  t h e r e  i n  December, and I g o t  t h e r e  i n  January.  

Q A l l  r i g h t .  Af te r  your lunch break,  can you t e l l  
us  where you went next?  You continued t o  move w i t h  t h e  
command group d i d  you? 

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q Did you remember anything you saw, p a r t i c u l a r l y  
a f t e r  you l e f t  t h e  v i l l a g e  of My Lai ( 4 ) ?  
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A. Y e s ,  s i r ,  t h a t  a f te rnoon when we were along t h a t  
r i v e r .  

Q D i d  you see another  group of bodies? 

A. Yes, s i r ,  j u s t  o u t s i d e  t h e  v i l l a g e ,  l i k e  I said--
t h e  hamlet. 

Q You d i d  desc r ibe  it, t h a t ' s  r i g h t ,  would you des-
c r i b e  f o r  General  PEERS t h e  bodies  you saw, j u s t  o u t s i d e  t h e  
hamlet? 

A. W e l l ,  we had j u s t  come o u t  of t h e  hamlet.  I d o n ' t  
remember which one of t h e s e  paddies  it was. 

Q. This was before  t h e  break f o r  lunch? 

A.  Right ,  sir. We come ou t  of t h e  hamlet ,  and t h e r e  
were s c a t t e r e d  bodies  on t h e  r i g h t  s i d e  of t h e  d i k e ,  a s  we 
crossed  t h e  d ike .  

Q . Now, was t h i s  a d ike  a longs ide  a r i c e  paddy? 

A. Yes, sir, it r a n . r i g h t  i n  between two r i c e  pad-
d i e s .  Like i f  it was t h i s  one h e r e ,  w e  were walking i n  t h i s  
d i r e c t i o n ,  it would have been over i n  h e r e  ( i n d i c a t i n g ) .  

Q .  Now, were they i n  a d i t c h ,  o r  were they  a longs ide  
a d ike?  

A. They were s c a t t e r e d  ou t .  I t  looked l i k e  t o  me a 
d i t c h ,  because it had one w a l l  r u i n i n g  t h i s  way, and another  
w a l l  running t h e  o t h e r  way, h igher  than  t h e  d ike  we were on. 
They were j u s t  s c a t t e r e d  ou t .  

Q About how many? 

A. I would say t h e r e  was about 50 i n  t h e r e  a l s o .  

Q 50 ? 

A. Yes, sir.  

Q . And you saw t h i s ,  before  t h e  lunch break? 

A. Yes, s i r ,  I ' m  q u i t e  s u r e  it was be fo re  lunch. 
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Q. Before you saw the b u i l d i n g ,  where t h e  wall was 
blown o u t ,  during lunch? 

A. I b e l i e v e  it was, s i r .  

Q Sergeant  K I N C K ,  we had s t a r t e d  t o  d iscuss  what 
C Company d i d  a f t e r  l eav ing  My Lai  ( 4 ) ,  and I believe 
you s a i d  you moved t o  t h e  e a s t .  

A, Y e s ,  sir. 

Q. Now, what a c t u a l l y  occurred when you moved to the 
e a s t  and joined up wi th  B Company, and laagered  i n  for 
t h e  night, n e a r  a graveyard? 

A. Yes, sir. But be fo re  t h a t  I b e l i e v e  w e  h i t  a 
r i v e r  bed, and w e  took t h r e e  p r i s o n e r s  t h e r e  a t  t h a t  r i v e r  
bed, and one was female. 

Q. Do, you remember s e e i n g  some Nat ional  P o l i c e  there 
t h a t  day? We ' r e  s t i l l  t a l k i n g  about the 16th, n o w .  

A. No, sir. That  evening I do, when we m e t  up wi th  
Bravo Cornpany. 

Q - Okay. 

A. W e  s l e p t  i n  a graveyard.  

Q Tha t ' s  what i meant. Couid you t e l l  us d o u i  iliat? 

10: Before you t e l l  .us, d id  you s e e  t h e  National  
P o l i c e  a r r i v e ?  

A. No, sir.  I thought they come i n  with B Corn-
pany when we met up wi th  them. I thought they were with 
them, a l l  t h e  time. Well, once we g o t  i n t o  t h e  graveyard 
t h a t  we s l e p t  i n  that n i g h t ,  t h i s  one cap ta in ,  I heard t h a t  
he  was from Chu La i ,  he was an i n t e r r o g a t o r ,  o r  working wi th  
t h e  C I D ,  or something like t h a t .  And he had t h i s  one Viet-
namese o l d  f e l l o w  and he was asking him ques t ions  and a l l  of 
a sudden he j u s t  pu t  a p i e c e  of board under h i s  hand and he 
chopped of f  t h e  one f i n g e r ,  wh i l e  h e  was still ask ing  him 
ques t ions  . 
Q Had he  been doing anything t o  h i s  hand, p r i o r  t o  
t h a t  time? 
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A .  Not t h a t  I remember, s ir .  

Q .  What k ind  of a k n i f e  d i d  he  have? 

A. I t  looked l i k e  a b i g  "Jim Bowie" k n i f e .  I t  was a 
b i g  one. 

Q Did you see him u s e  t h e  k n i f e ,  o r  any o t h e r  t h i n g  
t o  b e a t  him on t h e  hand,  o r  any th ing  o f  t h a t  n a t u r e ?  

A. No, s ir .  

Q .  How much o f  t h e  f i n g e r  d i d  h e  c u t  o f f ?  

J u s t  t o  t h e  f i r s t  b reak  I ' d  s ay .  F i r s t  knuckle .  

MR WEST: How c l o s e  w e r e  you t o  him? 

A. I w a s  maybe 8 o r  10 f e e t  away when t h e y  c u t  
it o f f .  There w a s  a b i g  crowd of u s ,  s t a n d i n g  around t h e r e .  

10: W a s  anybody else w i t h  him a t  t h a t  moment? 

A. Yeah, Sergeant  PHU w a s  t h e r e .  

Q. PHU w a s  r i g h t  w i t h  him? 

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  

Q - W a s  anybody else t h e r e ?  

A. W e l l ,  l i k e  I s a i d ,  t h e r e  w a s  a l o t  o f  u s  G I ' s  j u s t  
s t a n d i n g  around watching.  

Q. How about  Sergeant  MINH? Did you know a Sergeant  
by t h e  name of MINH? 

A.  No, sir.  

Q. Did you e v e r  know one by t h e  name of  HIEN? H-I-E-N. 

A. No, sir. 

Q. Did you s e e  any o t h e r  i n t e r p r e t e r s ,  a s i d e  from PHU? 

A.  Yes, I d i d ,  b u t  t h e y  w a s  o v e r  i n  a d i s t a n c e ,  over  
where B Company was set up. I d i d n ' t  see them a t  t h a t  
t i m e .  I saw them l a t e r  on t h a t  n i g h t .  
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A .  No, it was a l i t t l e  b i t  longer  than  a few minutes,  
because w e  had a l r eady  dug i n .  A f t e r  t h a t .  I t  seemed t o  
be an hour o r  4 5  minutes,  l a t e r .  

MR WEST: You mean a f t e r  t h e  f inger- - the  p iece  of t h e  f i n g e r  
w a s  cut o f f ?  

A .  Y e s r  s i r .  

10: Do you t h i n k  you could i d e n t i f y  the  o f f i c e r ,  i f  
you were t o  see a p i c t u r e  of him? 

A .  The capta in?  

Q Y e s .  

A .  I probably could. A b i g ,  heavy-set fe l low.  

Q. How was he dressed? 

A. Like an Army o f f i c e r .  

Q.  Yes, some d r e s s  p r e t t y  good, and some d r e s s  more 
l i k e  I do. 

A. He had s t a rched  f a t i g u e s  and t h a t ,  s i r .  I b e l i e v e  
l-r ~ t :- *QS ~ a ~ ~ y - i i i ga . 3 8 ,  &so. 1 'ri iiot S t i r s .  

MR WEST: Sergeant  K I N C H ,  I would l i k e  t o  t a k e  you i n t o  anoth-
e r  mat ter  h e r e ,  be fo re  General  PEERS leaves .  I ' l l  ask you a 
ques t ion  t h a t  M r .  FEHER asked you. You had seen a l o t  of peo-
p l e  k i l l e d  i n  My Lai  (4), and y e t  t h e r e  apparent ly  was no re-
s i s t a n c e  i n  t h e  hamlet. I f  t h e r e  w a s  no r e s i s t a n c e  i n  t h e  
v i l l a g e ,  why were t h e s e  people shot?  I n  your opinion? 

A. I n  my  opin ion ,  j u s t  for t h e  sake  of revenge, be-
cause of what happened prior--2 weeks e a r l i e r .  

10: Had t h e r e  been any re fe rence  t o  t h a t  i n  t h e  b r i e f -
ing  you received t h e  n i g h t  before?  That you were going i n  
t h e r e  t o  g e t  revenge? You were going i n  t h e r e ,  t o  c l ean  o u t  
t h a t  p lace?  

A .  No, it j u s t  looked t h a t  way t o  m e .  That  n i g h t  and 
a f t e r  t h a t ,  a l s o .  \, 

Q Were you t h e r e  when t h e  o rde r s  were i s sued  t o  C 
Company? 
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A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q. S p e c i f i c a l l y ,  what was s a i d  a s  t o  what you were 
t o  do i n  t h e r e ?  

A.  Well, Captain MEDINA g o t  us  a l l  t o g e t h e r .  I'd 
say j u s t  about t h e  whole company was t h e r e  a t  t h e  same time 
and he s a i d ,  "You a l l  know what happened i n  t h e  minef ie lds .  
We've g o t  a chance t o  go back t o  t h e  Pink Vi l l agew-- i s  what 
they  c a l l e d  it-- "We g o t  a chance t o  go back i n t o  t h e  Pink 
Vi l lage .  We're going i n  tomorrow morning. " He says ,  "As far 
a s  I ' m  concerned, t h e y ' r e  VC o r  VC sympathizers,  and when I 
come through tomorrow, I d o n ' t  want t o  see  nothing l i v i n g  b u t  
us." Words s i m i l i a r  t o  t h a t .  He s a i d  he wanted t h e  l i v e -
s tock  k i l l e d .  

Q You g o t  t h e  impression t h a t  you e r e  j u s t  t o  e-7l imina te  any l i v i n g  t h i n g ,  houses,  crops, everything? 
/ 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q Before I l eave ,  I would l i k e  t o  ask you j u s t  one 
more ques t ion ,  which i s  q u i t e  important  t o  me. You a r e  an 
Army s o l d i e r ,  and you've gone through t h i s  experience,  
Sergeant K I N C H .  How was it t h a t  you d i d n ' t  go t o  somebody 
and t e l l  them about i t ?  

A .  Because of what I had heard r i g h t  a f t e r  we had 
came ~ u tof t h a t  c p e r a t i o n - I hezrd t h a t  they  were pnlling 
an i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  and we were t o l d  t o  keep q u i e t  i f  we were 
asked ques t ions ,  t h e  guys i n  t h e  company. 

Q Who t o l d  you t h a t ?  

A .  I b e l i e v e  it came down through t h e  p la toons .  I 
b e l i e v e  it was Sergeant  MARONEY t h a t  t o l d  u s ,  o r  it might 
have been Lieutenant  THOMAS. 

Q My ques t ion  would s t i l l  be so  what? You've g o t
t h i s  d r i f t i n g  down. You have seen t h e  worst  t h i n g  you could 
poss ib ly  imagine. Do you know t h e  a c c e s s i b i l i t y  of t h e  In-
s p e c t o r  General? 

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q e  I'm j u s t  wondering why you, a r e g u l a r  Army s o l d i e r ,  
f o r  example, and wi th  your i n t e l l e c t ,  and your moral s tandards 
and so f o r t h ,  why you were n o t  compelled t o  do something about 
i t ?  
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A. Well, s i r ,  t h e  way I took it was t h a t  it was some-
th ing  t h a t  we were supposed t o  do. The men i n  t h e  company a t  
t h e  time d i d  it. I know when I came i n t o  t h e  Army they  t o l d  
me t o  fol low o r d e r s ,  and t h a t  i s  what I ' v e  been doing, j u s t  
l i k e  I s t a t e d  t o  M r .  FEHER. He asked me a  ques t ion  t h e r e ,  and 
s a i d ,  "Do you know what an unlawful o rde r  and a lawful  order  
i s ? "  And I j u s t  t o l d  h i m  I had thougl-rt about it, because 
when I came through F o r t  Dix 5 y e a r s  ago they t o l d  me t h e r e  
was such a t h i n g  a s  an unlawful o r d e r ,  b u t  they d i d n ' t  go in -  
t o  d e t a i l ,  under combat s i t u a t i o n s ,  what you can do and what 
you c a n ' t  do about it. 

10: T h a t ' s  very h e l p f u l  t o  me, because very f r ank ly  we 
a r e  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  what happened t h e r e .  Were a l s o  i n t e r e s t e d  
i n  o t h e r  a s p e c t s  of it as we l l .  

MR WEST: Do you remember what you t o l d  M r .  FEHER on t h i s  
po in t?  He asked you i f  you thought t h a t  an o rde r  t o  shoot  
women and c h i l d r e n  i s  a lawful  o rde r .  You s a i d  t h a t  t h i s  
ques t ion  i s  hard t o  answer, and went on and descr ibed  t h e  
f e e l i n g .  H e  a l s o  asked you i f  t h e  o rde r  means t o  shoot  women 
and c h i l d r e n .  You s a i d  "This i s  a l s o  a  hard  ques t ion  t o  answer. 
I d o n ' t  know what I would have done had I been i n  t h a t  
p o s i t i o n . "  You s a i d  " I  myself th ink  i t ' s  wrong, t h e  way they  
t each  it, i p b a s i c  t r a i n i n g .  They should go about it i n  some 
o t h e r  way."' Do you remember t h i s ?  

A. Yes, s i r .  

Q. Could you e l a b o r a t e  on t h a t  f o r  General  PEERS? 

A. W e l l ,  what I w a s  t a l k i n g  about is--what I j u s t  g o t  
done s t a t i n g  about ,  t h e  unlawful o r d e r .  When I come through,  
they  t o l d  you t h e r e  was such a t h i n g  a s  an unlawful o r d e r ,  
b u t  they d i d n ' t  go i n t o  d e t a i l  on it. 

Q They never explained it, gave example? 

A. I n  t h e  Army an o rde r  i s  an o rde r .  

I0: Did anybody ever  t e l l  you about r e p o r t i n g  a t r o c i -  
t i e s ,  and war cr imes,  and your r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  a s  a s o l d i e r ?  

A. Not dur ing  combat cond i t ions .  

I0: For your information it i s  brought o u t  very c l e a r l y  
i n  t h e  r e g u l a t i o n s  a t  t h e  t o p  echelon. That you a r e  respons i -  
b l e ,  t h a t  I ' m  r e spons ib le ,  t h a t  everyone e l s e  who wears a 
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uniform i s  respons ib le ,  f o r  r e p o r t i n g  any a t r o c i t i e s  
a g a i n s t  an i.ndividua1, and cr imes a g a i n s t  humanity. So, t h e  
ques t ion  I s m  t r y i n g  t o  s e t t l e  i n  my mind i s  whether o r  n o t  it 
g o t  down t o  you on t h e  c u t t i n g  edge, a s  a s o l d i e r  i n  t h e  
f i g h t i n g  f r o n t  . 
MR WEST: Would you exp la in  f o r  General PEERS t h e  circum- 
s t ances  of how you came through t h e  p i p e l i n e  t o  j o i n  Char l i e  
Company? You went t o  Hawaii? 

A .  I went from Europe, I came from Europe. I went 
home .on leave .  I was s t a t i o n e d  i n  Europe and then  went 
home on leave .  I was assigned t o  C/1/20 through t h e  Amer-
i c a l  Divis ion  process ing  c e n t e r .  

Q. What d i d  they  t e l l  you a t  t h e  process ing  cen te r?  

A. They d i d n ' t  t e l l  you much. 

Q. Did you have any b r i e f i n g  on t h i s  kind of t h i n g ,  
t h e  t r ea tmen t  of noncombatants and s o  f o r t h .  Did you have 
i n s t r u c t i o n  by t h e  d i v i s i o n  s t a f f  judge advocate o r  d i v i s i o n  
commander on t h i s  kind of t o p i c ?  

A. No, sir.  

Q - Any s e n i o r  o f f i c e r  i n  t h e  d i v i s i o n  t a l k  about how 
you r e s p e c t  women and ch i ld ren?  

A. No, s i r ,  t h e  main t h i n g  they  g o t  on was booby 
t r a p s .  That was t h e  main t h i n g  they  pushed, booby t r a p s ,  
f i r s t  a i d .  D i f f e r e n t  t h i n g s  l i k e  that, which you'd f i n d  i n  
jungle warfare ,  and wouldn't  f i n d  anywhere e l s e ,  

(10 withdrew from t h e  hear ing .  ) 

MR WEST: Sergeant  K I N C H ,  can you th ink  of anyth ing  of s i g -
n i f i c a n c e  t h a t  occurred dur ing  t h e  next  2 days.  That 
would be on t h e  17 th  and t h e  18th .  Do you know p r e t t y  much 
how t h e  company moved on t h e  17th?  They moved down south t o  
t h e  Song Tra Khuc River and then  back up a  ways and spen t  t h e  
n i g h t  i n  t h e  field. Then they  moved nor th  a c r o s s  another  
r i v e r ,  t h e  Song Diem Diem, I b e l i e v e ,  and were l i f t e d  ou t  i n  
t h e  af te rnoon of t h e  18th  t o  Landing Zone Dot t i e .  I n  those  
two days,  do you r e c a l l  anything of s i g n i f i c a n c e  t h a t  occurr-
ed? 

A. The only t h i n g  t h a t  I can remember t h a t  i s  w e  took 
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p r i s o n e r s  and we had them c a r r y  our rucksacks.  

Q Was t h e r e  any more k i l l i n g  of Vietnamese people
dur ing  t h a t  t ime--c iv i l ians?  

A. No, not that I seen. 

Q How about t h e  hamlets t h a t  you passed through?
Did you f i n d  any more inhabi ted  hamlets? 

A. NO, sir.  

Q. What was done wi th  t h e s e  hamlets a s  you passed 
through them? 

A. I r e a l l y  cou ldn ' t  say ,  s i r .  I d o n ' t  know i f  t h e r e  
was anything done t o  them or no t .  I d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  t h e r e  was. 

(COL MILLER entered t h e  hear ing . )  

Q. Aftk!r you go t  back t o  Landing Zone D o t t i e ,  do you
remember being met t h e r e  wi th  o t h e r  members of t h e  company, 
by a f i e l d  grade o f f i c e r ?  

A. No, s i r .  

Q . no you know Colonel HENDERSON, the br igade  comrnan-
der?  

, A =  I ' v e  heard of him. 

Q You weren ' t  f a m i l i a r  wi th  him? 

A. No, s i r .  

Q Nobody met your h e l i c o p t e r ,  when you came i n ?  

A .  No, sir. 

Q. Were you p resen t  a t  a company formation, a t  which 
Captain MEDINA spoke about an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  i n t o  what had 
happened a t  My Lai  ( 4 )  and s a i d  n o t  t o  t a l k  about it, ex-
c e p t  perhaps t o  an i n v e s t i g a t i n g  o f f i c e r ?  

A .  I remember, I b e l i e v e  it was j u s t  a f t e r  we landed, 
he go t  us a l l  t oge the r  and s a i d  were going t o  run an inves-
t i g a t i o n  i n t o  what happened t h e  l a s t  couple of days,  and s a i d ,  
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a s  f a r  a s  anyone knows we went i n  t h e r e ,  we caught  f i r e  and 
we re tu rned  f i r e .  

Q So t h i s  happened while  you were s t i l l  a t  Dot t i e?  

A. Yes, s i r .  

Q. We've had a t  l e a s t  one wi tness  who ind ica ted  
t h a t  Captain MEDINA g o t  t h e  company t o g e t h e r  while  it was 
s t i l l  o u t  i n  t h e  f i e l d ,  perhaps t h e  18th .  

A.  I d o n ' t  know i f  it was o u t  i n  t h e  f i e l d  o r  back a t  
Dot t i e .  I r e a l l y  c a n ' t  r e c a l l ,  sir .  

Q I t  could have been i n  t h e  f i e l d ?  

A. Yes, s ir .  

Would you t e l l  us again what Captain MEDINA sa id?  

A. He s a i d  t h a t  they  were running an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  in-
t o  t h e  Pink v i l l a g e  opera t ion ,  and t h a t  i f  we were asked any 
ques t ions ,  t o  t e l l  them t h a t  we were i n  t h e  v i l l a g e ,  we caught 
h o s t i l e  f i r e ,  and we re tu rned  f i r e .  

(COL F R A N K L I N  en tered  t h e  hear ing . )  

Q.  Is t h a t  a l l  he  s a i d ?  

A. Yes, s ir .  

Q Did he say anything about s tanding  up f o r  t h e  com-
pany, t ak ing  t h e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y ?  

A. Not t h a t  i remember, s i r .  

Q This  i s  t o  he lp  your r e c o l l e c t i o n .  When d i d  you 
ge t  back t o  Landing Zone Uptight? 

A. I b e l i e v e  it was t h a t  evening, t h e  day we pu l l ed  
i n t o  Dot t ie .  

Q Can you remember how much time e lapsed  be fo re  you 
caught a h e l i c o p t e r  up t o  Uptight?  

A. Not offhand,  sir.  
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Q. I ' m  t r y i n g  t o  he lp  you remember i f  t h e r e  was a 
meeting t h a t  Captain Medina c a l l e d .  

A. We might have l e f t  r i g h t  from t h e  f i e l d  t o  Up-
t i g h t .  

Q. A l l  r i g h t ,  t h a t  was another  ques t ion .  Could you 
have gone back t o  u p t i g h t  i n s t e a d  of Dot t i e?  

A.  We could have. I d o n ' t  know i f  we d i d  o r  not .  

9. You're n o t  s u r e ?  

A. No, s i r .  I t  a l l  happened s o  f a s t ,  e s p e c i a l l y  j u s t  
being new i n  t h e  company. 

Q You might keep t h a t  i n  t h e  back of your mind. I f  
your r e c o l l e c t i o n  c l e a r s  up, t e l l  Major ZYCHOWSKI l a t e r .  Did 
anybody ever  come around and t a l k  t o  you about  t h e  My Lai  
opera t ion?  

A. No, s i r .  

Q Do you know of anybody e l s e  i n  your p la toon o r  i n  
your company who w a s  quest ioned by an i n v e s t i g a t i n g  o f f i c e r  
about t h e  My Lai  i n c i d e n t ?  

n
a&. PIC), s i r .  

Q. Did anyone e l s e  t e l l  you t o  keep q u i e t  about i t ?  

A. No, n o t  t h a t  I remember, s ir .  

Q. Did you ever  hea r  anything about a s i m i l i a r  in-
c i d e n t ,  on a  smal ler  s c a l e ,  t ak ing  p l a c e  over  i n  Bravo Com-
pany's  zone of opera t ions  along t h e  c o a s t ?  

A. No, sir. 

Q. Nothing s i m i l a r ?  

(Witness shook head i n  t h e  negat ive . )  

I want t o  ask you some genera l  ques t ions ,  now. W e  
r e a l l y  have touched on t h e s e  ma t t e r s  somewhat be fo re ,  b u t  t h i s  
is t h e  summing up. What i s  your opin ion  of e x a c t l y  what hap-
pened a t  My L a i  on 16 March 1968? 

A .  My opinion  a s  t o  what, s i r ,  as t o  what e x a c t l y  
happened? 
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Q Yes, t h i s  is  t h e  most unusual t h i n g  you know. How 
do you th ink  t h a t  event  was--as t o  what happened? 

A .  I th ink  it was a d i sg race  myself ,  s i r ,  n o t  j u s t  
t o  t h e  company, bu t  t o  t h e  government i t s e l f .  

Do you t h i n k  of it a s  an a t r o c i t y ,  a massacre? 

A. A massacre, no doubt. 

Q Do you t h i n k  of it as something t h e  men d i d ,  under 
o rde r s?  The men g o t  o u t  of c o n t r o l ?  Some of them. R u n  
wi ld?  K i l l e d  t h e s e  people. 

A .  I th ink  it was something t h a t  was done under or-
d e r s ,  b u t  should have n o t  been done. 

Q You were wi th  Captain MEDINA q u i t e  a b i t  dur ing  
t h e  day. Did it seem t h a t  he had c o n t r o l  of h i s  company? 

(MR MACCRATE entered  t h e  hear ing . )  

A. Yes, s i r ,  Captain MEDINA always had c o n t r o l  of h i s  
company. 

Q There have been some people who have suggested
t h a t  th ings  g o t  o u t  of hand, t h a t  r e a l l y  t h e  company go t  o u t  
of c o n t r o l ,  and t h a t  i s  why t h e s e  th ings  happehed. Did you 
liave any s i n i l i a r  inp ress ion?  

A. N o ,  s i r ,  j u s t  t h a t  t h e  men were t o l d  what t o  do 
and they went i n  t h e r e  and done it. I j u s t  come i n  a f t e r -
wards and seen  what they  had done. 

Q - The second genera l  ques t ion  I ' d  l i k e  t o  ask ,  and 
again  you've touched on t h i s  somewhat, t h a t  i s ,  why d i d  it 
happen? 

A. W e l l ,  mainly because of t h e  revenge t h i n g .  They 
j u s t  wanted revenge on t h i s  v i l l a g e .  I d o n ' t  know i f  it 
was a given o rde r  t o  Captain MEDINA, o r  no t .  

Q .  Did he mention, I ' m  not  s u r e  whether I asked you, 
d i d  he mention anything about t h i s  being d i r e c t e d  by h igher  
headquarters?  This  was a mission given t o  t h e  company by 
h igher  headquar ters?  

A. No, sir.  
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Q. You don ' t  remember t h a t ?  

A .  No, s i r ,  I remember him saying t h a t  w e  g o t  a m i s -
s i o n  and he t o l d  us on t h e  n igh t  of t h e  15th.  

9 .. General PEERS perhaps covered my t h i r d  ques t ion
and t h a t  ques t ion  is ,  why was it n o t  repor ted?  Your answer 
I t a k e  it was t h a t  you understood t h e r e  was an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  
going t o  be made i n t o  t h e  i n c i d e n t .  This  i s  why you d i d n ' t  
do anything? 

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q. What about a l l  t h e  o t h e r  people? I th ink  you must 
r e a l i z e  by now t h a t  e s s e n t i a l l y  it was n o t  known back he re  i n  
t h e  S t a t e s  unti l--widely a t  l e a s t ,  u n t i l  about 2 months ago, 
i n  November. 

A. I imagine t h a t  everyone else thought t h e  way I 
thought. It was something t h a t  happened, and everyone wanted 
t o  f o r g e t  it. 

Q Was t h e r e  much t a l k  about what had happened, t h e r e  
i n  t h e  company af terwards? 

A. For a week o r  two af te rwards ,  I ' d  say t h e r e  was. 

Q. It d ied  down a f t e r  t h a t ?  

A. Yes, s ir .  You've always g o t  some guys running a-
rou.nd bragging. 

Q There were some s t o r i e s  i n  t h e  newspapers i n  Novem-
b e r ,  about a p o s s i b i l i t y  t h a t  t h e  men of C h a r l i e  company were 
under t h e  in f luence  of marijuana on 16 March 1968. Do you 
know of' any such th ing?  

A. No, s i r .  

Q .  Was t h e r e  a marijuana problem i n  your platoon? 

A .  Not i n  my platoon,  s i r .  I knew t h e r e  was a few 
cases  i n  t h e  company. 

Q . Do you know of anybody who went i n t o  combat i n  
t h e  company while  under t h e  i n f l u e n c e  of marijuana? 

A .  No, s i r .  
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MR WALSH: Sergeant ,  do you remember i f  t h e  company was ever  
advised of any congra tu la to ry  message from General WESTMORE-
LAND, about t h i s  opera t ion?  

A. Yes, s i r ,  we heard--word was passed around t h a t  
they was b r ing ing  something down t o  t h e  company t o  honor 
them, o r  something, f o r  what had happened a t  My La i  ( 4 1 ,  
b u t  it was j u s t  hearsay.  I d o n ' t  know. 

Q. You never had a company formation, o r  any announ-
cement by a p la toon l e a d e r ,  o r  by anybody, t h a t  a congratula-
t o r y  message had been received by t h e  d i v i s i o n  commander o r  
somebody h igher  up t h e  l i n e ?  

A. No, s i r .  I b e l i e v e  it j u s t  come through t h e  guys 
i n  t h e  platoon.  

Q J u s t  a rumor you heard? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q T e l l  me s e r g e a n t ,  w a s  it your experience i n  opera-
t i o n s  with C Company t h a t  t h e r e  would, a t  l e a s t  among some 
of t h e  men, commonly be a p r a c t i c e  of abusing o r  r ap ing  of 
women when they  swept through v i l l a g e s ?  

A.  There were a couple of guys i n  t h e  company t h a t  
d i d  do th ings  l i k e  t h a t .  

Q. Do you know of any e f f o r t  t h a t  was made by any of 
t h e  o f f i c e r s  i n  t h e  company t o  s t o p  i t ?  

A. No, s i r ,  n o t  f o r  a long time af te rwards .  Af te r  w e  
changed company commanders and platoon l eader s .  

Q. Do you know i f  Captain MEDINA was aware of t h i s ?  

A. I b e l i e v e  s o ,  s ir .  

Q. 'What's t h e  b a s i s  f o r  your b e l i e f ?  

A .  Because t h i s  one day, I b e l i e v e  it was 16 March 
we h i t  t h e  r i v e r  and took i n  t h e s e  t h r e e  s u s p e c t s ,  and t h e r e  
was a female--I th ink  t h e r e  was f o u r ,  t h r e e  male and one fe -
male, and h e r  b louse  was o f f ,  and t h e  guy t h a t  found h e r  s a i d  
t h a t  he was going t o  r ape  he r  u n t i l  he looked a t  h e r  and 
changed h i s  mind. So anyway, j u s t  a s  t h e  chopper came i n  t o  
pick up t h e s e  suspec t s  Captain MEDINA, I guess Captain MEDINA 
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had heard about t h i s  guy was planning t o  rape h e r  o r  some-
th ing .  So t h e  g i r l ,  she  wore no b louse  o r  noth ing ,  she  j u s t  
had a s k i r t  on. She was susposed t o  be a VC nurse ,  o r  some-
t h i n g ,  and Captain MEDINA grabbed h e r  by t h e  b r e a s t  and pul-
led her t o  t h e  chopper. 

MR WALSH: Was t h e  ind iv idua l  t h a t  captured t h e  VC nurse 
P r i v a t e  SIMONE? 

A. I b e l i e v e  it was P r i v a t e  SIMONE, because I re-
member see ing  him ca r ry ing  h e r  over  h i s  shoulder .  I d o n ' t  
know if he raped he r  o r  not .  

Q. When he was c a r r y i n g  her over  his shoulder ,  was 
Captain MEDINA i n  t h e  a rea?  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q. Could he have seen t h a t ?  

A .  Yes, sir. 

Q Did he hear  S I M O N E  say what he intended t o  do? 

A.  I c o u l d n ' t  say i f  he d id  o r  n o t ,  s ir .  

Q. Did you have any o t h e r  i n s t a n c e s  t h a t  lead  you t o  
b e l i e v e  t h a t  c a p t a i n  MEDINA, o r  any of the ,  o t h e r  o f f i c e r s ,  
were n o t  concerned about rap ing  women? 

A.  No, s ir .  

MR WEST: Sergeant  KINCH,  d id  you w r i t e  home about what you 
had seen a t  My L a i  ( 4 ) ?  

A. No, I d i d n ' t ,  sir. 

Q The reason I asked i s  because o t h e r  wi tnesses  t h a t  
we've had i n  he re  d id .  

A. I d id  say something a f t e r  I g o t  h i t  t h e  f i r s t  t i m e ,  
bu t  t h a t  was about another  i n c i d e n t ,  sir .  

Q Not about t h i s ?  

A. No, sir. 

Q. You were wounded twice i n  Vietnam? 
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A .  Yes, s i r .  

Q When was your f i r s t  one? 

A. May 6 ,  1968. 

Q You were s t i l l  wi th  C Company? 

A. yes ,  sir. 

MR WEST: Well, i f  you should run ac ross  any l e t t e r s ,  no te ,  
memorandum, photographs,  anything t h a t  you t h i n k  might h e l p  
us  i n  our i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  we would apprec ia te  hea r ing  from you. 

A. I w i l l ,  s ir .  

Q. Can you t h i n k  of anything now t h a t  might h e l p  us ,  
t h a t  h a s n ' t  been brought up i n  t h e  ques t ioning?  I f  SO,  w e  
would apprec ia te  your t e l l i n g  u s  now, o r  i f  you want t o  make 
a s tatement  on any mat t e r .  

A. Not e x a c t l y ,  sir .  

Q I ' m  s o r r y ,  I d i d n ' t  hear  your answer? 

A. No, sir. There ' s  nothing I need t o  make. 

Q Any kind of comments you would l i k e  t o  make, I ' l l  
S e  glad t c  hea r  it. On2 witness yesterday t a l k e d  t~ us alscg 
much t h e  same l i n e  a s  you d i d  about t h e  t r a i n i n g ,  about t h e  
i l l e g a l  o rde r .  

A. Yes, s i r ,  t h a t ' s  about t h e  only  th ing .  

Q. He f e l t  t h a t  he had been t r a i n e d  t o  obey an o rde r  
wi thout  ques t ion .  

A. T h a t ' s  t h e  way I ' v e  been t r a i n e d .  I was once t o l d ,  
when I came through b a s i c ,  t h a t  t h e r e  was such an order--an 
i l i e g a l  o rde r .  I n  a l o t  of c a s e s ,  a guy disobeys an o rde r  
and h e ' s  cour t -mar t ia led ,  o r  something, s o  you d o n ' t  know 
which way t o  t u r n ,  when you a r e  up a g a i n s t  one of t h e s e  pre-
dicaments. 

Q Do you t h i n k  t h i s  played a p a r t  i n  what happened 
a t  My Lai  ( 4 )  t h a t  day and t h e  k i l l i n g  of a l l  t h e s e  people? 
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A. I don't know, sir.  I d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  t h e r e  a r e  t o o  
many people,  who s a i d  anything a g a i n s t  t h e  a c t ,  when it hap-
pened. 

Q Well, you d i d n ' t  shoot  any body? 

A. N o ,  sir.  

Q. Were t h e r e  many people i n  t h a t  command group
t h a t  were shoot ing  Vietnamese people? 

A .  Not t h a t  I seen ,  s i r .  

Q Do you know WIDMER? 

A. Yes, sir.  

Q Did you see  him wi th  a weapon, t h a t  day? 

A.  I d o n ' t  know i f  he c a r r i e d  a weapon o r  not .  I 
imagine t h a t  hc, c a r r i e d  an M-16. I d o n ' t  remember see ing  him 
wi th  one. 

Q Is t h e r e  anything e l s e  t h a t  you can t h i n k  o f ?  Any-
thing you might t e l l  us?  

A. NO, sir.  

COL FRANKLIN: Sergeant K I N C H ,  I would l i k e  f o r  you t o  remain 
a f t e r ,  and t a l k  t o  Colonel MAHAFFEY f o r  a few minutes. 

MR WEST: This  w i l l  t e rminate  t h e  hear ing  and i f  you w i l l  
stay with Colonel FRANKLIN,  Colonel MAHAFFEY, and Major 
ZYCHOWSKI w e ' d  apprec ia te  it. W e  thank you f o r  coming Ser-
geant  ICINCH, you've helped us  a g r e a t  d e a l ,  and we ' re  very 
apprec ia t ive .  

The hear ing  w i l l  be  recessed .  

(The hear ing  recessed a t  1830 hours ,  21 January 
1970.) 

(The hearing reconvened a t  1940 hours ,  2 1  Jan-
uary 1970.) 

MAJ ZYCHOWSKI: The hear ing  w i l l  come t o  order .  

Sergeant  K I N C H ,  t h i s  p o r t i o n  of t h e  hear ing  w i l l  
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be  t h a t  of t .rying t o  r e t r a c e  your s t e p s  through My Lai  ( 4 1 ,  
and t o  have you look through some photographs and t r y  and 
s e e  i f  you can recognize and i d e n t i f y  any of t h e  persons,  
t e r r a i n ,  o r  l o c a t i o n s .  I n  f r o n t  of you i s  an a e r i a l  photo- 
graph o r  My L a i  ( 4 )  and t h e  surrounding a r e a .  What I would 
l i k e  f o r  you t o  do i s  t o  t r y  and t r a c e  t h e  r o u t e  t h a t  you 
took through My La i  ( 4 ) ,  s t a r t i n g  with t h e  t ime t h a t  you 
landed a t  t h e  LZ. Can you show m e  t h e  approximate a r e a  
of t h e  LZ? 

A.  Right here .  

MAJ ZYCHOWSKI: Sergeant  K I N C H  w i l l  you t h e n  show t h e  approx- 
imate r o u t e  t h a t  you took through My Lai  ( 4 )  from t h e  LZ? 

A .  From t h e  LZ w e  went south.  

Q - A s o u t h e a s t e r l y  d i r e c t i o n  around t h e  western ed,ge 
of My Lai  ( 4 ) ?  

A. Right,  w e  s t ayed  on t h e  edge u n t i l  I came t o  t h i s  
pa th ,  where I found one dead boy. 

Q .  Now a s  you came t o  t h e  southwester ly p a r t  of the  
v i l l a g e ,  you then  went i n  an e a s t e r l y  d i r e c t i o n  u n t i l l y o u  
came t o  t h i s  t r a i l  here .  1.s t h i s  c o r r e c t ?  

A. Yes, sir.  

a 0 Did you s e e  anyb~dyshoot t h i s  boy? 

A. No, n o t  t h i s  one. 

(MAJ ZYCHOWSKI marks on t h e  a e r i a l  photo,  ~ x h i b i t  
P-1, which i s  l a t e r  rece ived  i n  evidence a s  E x h i b i t  P-184.) 

MAJ ZYCHOWSKI: P o i n t  1 w i l l  d e p i c t  t h e  a rea  i n  which Sergeant  
K I N C H  observed a dead boy. Sergeant  K I N C H ,  w i l l  you p l e a s e  
cont inue from t h i s  po in t?  

A. Then we went down t h e  pa th ,  and w e  s topped,  and then  
a medevac chopper came i n  and picked up a c a s u a l t y  t h a t  w e  
hzd, r i g h t  about he re ,  i n  t h e  niddle of t h j s  paddy. 

MAJ ZYCHOWSKI: Po in t  2 ,  w i l l  be t h e  approximate a r e a  where 
t h e  medevac landed t o  p ick  up t h e  wounded s o l d i e r .  

Q .  Would you p l e a s e  cont inue from t h e r e .  

A, W e  came down t o  t h i s  junct ion-- th is  i n t e r s e c t i o n .  
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Q This  is  t h e  north-south t r a i l  you a r e  t a l k i n g
about.  Is t h i s  c o r r e c t ?  

A. Right ,  I b e l i e v e ,  I saw t h i s  one boy g e t  s h o t ,  H e  
was s h o t  r i g h t  o u t  i n  h e r e ,  by t h i s  d i k e  here.  

Q. You a c t u a l l y  saw him sho t?  

R igh t .  

Q .  Do you know who s h o t  him, o r  how he was sho t?  

A ,  He was s h o t  by a .60 c a l i b e r  machinegun. 

Q. Sergeant  KINCH,  i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  boy t h a t  you saw 
s h o t  here ,  d id  you observe anything e l s e ?  

A .  
dike  from 

Yes, 
him. 

a p i l e  of bodies ,  j u s t  t o  t h e  r i g h t  of he 

Q. Thi$ would be t h e  e a s t  port ion-- in  an e a s t e r l y  d i -
r e c t i o n ?  

A .  Right.  

Q- Sergeant K I N C H ,  could you determine up t o  t h i s  t i m e  
w h 3 . t  the ages; or the sexes:  w e r e  of these 40-50 bodies? 

A.  I would say they were middle class--mostly women 
and ch i ld ren .  

Q D o  you mean middle class o r  middle aged? 

A.  Middle aged. 

Q. You saw mostly women and c h i l d r e n  then?  

A, Right.  

MAS ZYCHOWSKI: Poin t  3 w i l l  be t h e  area--approximate a r e a  
where Sergeant K I N C H  saw a boy g e t  s h o t ,  and approximately 
40-50 bodies .  

Q. Sergeant K I N C H ,  would you p l e a s e  continue? 

A. Then we went i n s i d e  t h e  v i l l a g e .  

9. Now heading i n  a n o r t h e r l y  d i r e c t i o n .  Is t h a t  cor-
rect? 
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A. Right ,  and then  w e  j u s t  turned e a s t e r l y ,  and 
then I heard t h e  conversa t ion  over  t h e  r a d i o ,  g iv ing  t h e  
o r d e r s  t o  s t o p  t h e  shoot ing.  

Q You were then  going i n  a n o r t h e a s t e r l y  d i r e c -
t i o n .  How f a r  i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  would you say you were? 

A. I would say,  about h a l f  way through it. 

Q. Referr ing  from t h e  southern edge of t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

A. I would say about 150 t o  200 meters i n .  

Q. And where were you when you heard t h i s  o rde r?  
Approximately where? 

A. Right about i n  he re ,  

MAJ ZYCHOWSKI: Poin't 4 ,  shows t h e  approximate a r e a  where 
Sergeant K I N C H  heard t h e  o rde r  t o  s t o p  t h e  shoot ing.  

A. Then we came across  t h e  d i t c h .  

Q- You were now heading i n  an e a s t e r l y  d i r e c -
t i o n  and came t o  t h i s  d i t c h .  What d id  you observe i n  t h i s  
d i t c h ?  

A. About 30-40 bodies  i n  it. 

Q. Can you desc r ibe  t h e s e  bodies? 

A. Mostly women and ch i ld ren .  I d i d  see about t h r e e  
o r  f o u r  o l d  men. 

MAJ ZYCHOWSKI: Po in t  5,  w i l l  be t h e  a r e a  where Sergeant KINCH 
observed approximately 30-40 bodies  i n  a d i t c h .  

Q Okay Sergeant  KINCH,  would you p l e a s e  cont inue? 

A. W e  went on a l i t t l e  f u r t h e r ,  and I came ac ross  t h i s  
h.ouse with a man l ay ing  on t h e  s t e p s ,  a women l ay ing  about 15 
o r  20  meters away from t h e  house, and a baby l ay ing  o u t  on 
t h e  pa th ,  where I was walking. 

Q. These were dead? 

A. Yes, they  w e r e .  
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MAJ ZYCHOWSKI: Po in t  6 ,  w i l l  be t h e  approximate a r e a  where 
Sergeant K I N C H  observed t h e  e l d e r l y  man, women, and baby t h a t  
were near  a  house, and a l l  were dead. 

Q Okay, Sergeant  K I N C H ,  would you p lease  cont inue  
wi th  your movement through t h e  My Lai  ( 4 )  v i l l a g e ?  

A. A l l  r i g h t ,  then  we s t a r t e d  t o  ?calk on t h e  pa th ,  
and I came ac ross  another  group of bodies ,  o u t  here  i n  t h e  
paddy, 

B. This  was ou t  i n  t h e  r i c e  paddies here?  

A .  Right ,  j u s t  o u t s i d e  t h e  v i l l a g e .  

Q. And t h e s e  were how ma.iIy bodies  again? 

A .  About 50. 

52 Could you d e s c r i b e  them? 

A.  Mostly women and c h i l d r e n .  

MAJ ZYCHOWSKI: Point  7 w i l l  be t h e  approximate a r e a  where 
Sergeant KINCH observed 50 bodies .  

9. Sergeant  K I N C H ,  would you p l e a s e  cont inue? 

A, Then we proceeded on t h e  pa th ,  and stopped f o r  
lunch,  j u s t  about here.  

Q .  Right on t h e  ou te r  edge of t h e  v i l l a g e ,  on t h e  
e a s t e r n  p o r t i o n  of t h e  d i t c h .  

A. Right,  on t h e  e a s t e r n  s i d e  of t h e  v i l l a g e .  

Q Approximately what time d i d  you e a t  lunch,  Ser-
geant  KINCH, do you r e c a l l ?  

A .  About 1 2 3 0  o r  1300, I guess.  

MAJ ZYCHOWSKI: Poin t  8 ,  w i l l  be t h e  approximate a r e a  where 
Sergeant K I N C H  ate lunch. 

Q • Other than  what you've i n d i c a t e d  on t h e  map, Ser-
geant  K I N C H ,  d id  you observe any o t h e r  a t r o c i t i e s ?  

A. No, 1 didn't. 
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Q. Then a f t e r  you a t e  lunch what happened? 

A. During lunch w e  blew a house out t h e r e ,  t h a t  was 
booby-trappped . 
Q This  was i n  t h e  approximate a r e a  where you were 
e a t i n g ?  

A. Correc t ,  j u s t  about i n  t h e r e ,  and I proceeded un-
til we go t  t o  t h e  r i v e r .  J u s t  went over paddies and a l o t  
of l i t t l e  v i l l a g e s .  

Q. Sergeant K I N C H ,  I now show you t h e  photographs
t h a t  I gave you p r i o r  t o  t h i s  in terv iew,  t h a t  you have se-
l e c t e d  on some b a s i s  of r ecogn i t ion .  Now, p l e a s e  g ive  me 
a l l  t h e  information t h a t  you can ,  concerning each photograph. 
What do you recognize about Exh ib i t  P-9? 

A. Sergeant  WIDMER, l e f t  of t h e  man i n  t h e  c e n t e r .  

Q The extreme r i g h t  s i d e  of t h e  p i c t u r e  a s  .your 
looking a t  it. 

A. Right.  

Q. Do you recognize'  anybody e l s e  t h e r e ?  

A. No, I d o n ' t .  

A. I recognize Sergeant  MARONEY. 

Q Sergeant MARONEY i s  t h e  second person from t h e  
r i g h t ,  without  a s t e e l  pot .  

A. Then Sergeant PHU. 

Q . Sergeant  PHU i s  t h e  t h i r d  person i n  t h e  photo. 
H e  i s  on Sergeant  MARONEY's r i g h t .  

A. And S p e c i a l i s t  FAGAN. 

Q FAGAN would be i n  t h e  extreme r e a r  of t h e  p i c t u r e ,  
and a c t u a l l y ,  on t h e  t o p  s i d e  of t h e  photograph. I s  t h i s  - . 

c o r r e c t ?  
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A. Right.  

Q Do you know anyone e l s e ?  

A. No, I d o n ' t .  

Do yoa recognize the area? 

A. Yes, I do. 

Q Is t h i s  My Lai  ( 4 ) ?  

A. Yes. 

Q Do you recognize where t h i s  might be on t h e  map? 

I t  looks l i k e  where we stopped f o r  lunch. 

Q Can you l o c a t e  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  scene,  on t h e  
photograph? 

A. No, I cannot.  

Okay, I i d e n t i f i e d  Sergeant  MARONEY. 

Q Sergeant  MARONEY. t h e  second person on t h e  r i g h t ,  
wi thout  a s t e e l  po t .

c;* 
1.3 A. Sergeant  PHU . 
C.3 

Q Sergeant  PHU, i s  on h i s  r i g h t .  

A. Sergeant  PHU, on t h e  extreme r i g h t .  

On t h e  l e f t ?  

A .  L e f t ?  

Q 0 '  
The extreme l e f t  of t h e  photograph, as you a r e  

looking a t  it. Do you recognize anyone e l s e  i n  t h e  photo-
graph? 

A .  Sergeant  MURRAY, o r  SP4 MURRAY. 
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Q MURRAY i s  on t h e  r i g h t  of t h e  photograph, c a r r y i n g  
a r ad io?  

'1. Right. 

Q. Do you recognize anyone e l s e  i n  t h e  photograph? 

A. No, I d o n ' t .  

& Do you recognize t h i s  a rea?  

No, I d o n ' t .  

A ,  Sergeant  PHU, on t h e  r i g h t  of t h e  photograph. 

Q How do you know t h i s  i s  Sergeant  PHU? He's g o t  
h i s  back t o  you. 

A. I remember him p u t t i n g  t h e  America1 i n s i g n i a  on 
h i s  helmet. 

Q- P-126? 

A. S p e c i a l i s t  SMAIL. 

Q Which one i s  he? 

A ,  The second from t h e  l e f t .  

Q - Did you observe t h i s  scene? 

A. No, I d i d n ' t .  

0 .  Do you recognize anyone e l s e ?  

A. No, I d o n ' t .  

&. P-l28? 

A. SMAIL  aga in ,  i n  t h e  cen te r  of t h e  p i c t u r e .  

Q- Standing? 

A. Right.  
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Q .  These photographs t h a t  we have j u s t  looked a t ,  
Sergeant  K I N C H ,  you cannot a .c tual ly  p l a c e  any of t h e s e  photo-
graphs on t h e  a e r i a l  photo be fo re  you. Is t h i s  c o r r e c t ?  

A. Nop I c a n ' t .  

Q- Sergeani  K I N C H ,  ii Lhe r o u i e  that you have taken 
through My Lai ( 4 1 ,  and the  i n c i d e n t s  t h a t  you have noted 
h e r e  a r e  c o r r e c t ,  I would ask t h a t  you s i g n  t h e  photograph. 

(The wi tness  s igned the a e r i a l  photograph. ) 

M A J  ZYCHOWSKI: The a e r i a l  photograph s igned by Sergeant  
KINCH is  en te red  i n t o  t h e  record  as  Exh ib i t  P-184. 

Q Sergeant  KINCH when d i d  you j o i n  C / 1 / 2 0 ?  

A .  About 12 January 1968. 

Q And t h i s  was i n  Vietnam? 

A. Right,  i n  Vietnam. 

Q. When you a r r ived .  i n  Vietnam d i d  you have any
t r a i n i n g  i n  t h e  t rea tment  of p r i s o n e r s  of war and noncomba-
t a n t s  ? 

A. Not much, j u s t  a couple of words they had s a i d  
a t  t h e  process ing  c e n t e r  t h e r e  a t  Chu Lai .  

Q You d o n ' t  r e c a l l  any i n s t r u c t i o n s  by anyone from 
d i v i s i o n  o r  any cadre t h e r e  g iv ing  you any formal c l a s s e s  
on these s u b j e c t s ?  I s  t h a t .  c o r r e c t .  

A. No, I d o n ' t .  

Q Sergeant  K I N C H ,  I show you Exhibi t  M-2 which i s  
e n t i t l e d  "Nine Rules". This i s  a f a c s i m i l e  copy of some 
cards .  Have you e v e r  rece ived  t h i s  card  o r  have you ever  
seen i t ?  

A. Yes, I have seen  it. 

Q- Were you i s sued  t h i s  card i n  Vietnam? 

A .  Y e s ,  I was. 

Q What i n s t r u c t i o n s  d id  you r e c e i v e  wi th  t h i s  card? 
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A. None, it was j u s t  passed ou t  among t h e  men, i n  
t h e  company. 

Q. But nobody explained it t o  you? 

A. Nothing e l s e .  

Q. I show you Exh ib i t  M - 3  "The Enemy I n  Your Hands." 
I ask you i f  you have rece ived  t h i s  card  o r  seen  it. 

A. .No, I never seen it before .  

Q . You've never seen t h a t  card  before?  

A *  No. 

Q. Sergeant K I N C H ,  on t h i s  opera t ion  a t  My L a i  ( 4 ) ,  
d i d  you observe anyone b e s i d e s  t h e  PI0 personnel  t a k i n g  any 
photographs? 

A. No, I d i d n ' t .  

Q None a t  a l l ?  

A. None a t  a l l .  

Q. What was your opinion about Captain MEDINA? What 
kind of company commander was he? 

A. I th ink  he  was a good company commander and he 
knew what he  was doing a l l  t h e  t ime t h a t  I knew him and he 
knew h i s  job. T h a t ' s  about it. 

Q .  Sergeant  K I N C H ,  i s  t h e r e  anything t h a t  we have no t  
discu.ssed, o r  do you have any f u r t h e r  information t h a t  would 
be  b e n e f i c i a l  t o  General PEERS and t h i s  group i n  t h i s  inves-
t i g a t i o n ?  

A ,  No, only  t h e  p a r t  about  an unlawful o r d e r ,  and 
t h e  way they  t each ,  when a man f i r s t  comes i n t o  t h e  s e r v i c e .  

Pm-J ZlvCHOWSKIr Sergeant K I N C H ,  a s  M r .  WEST i n d i c a t e d ,  we 
a r e  very a p p r e c i a t i v e  f o r  your coming i n  today and g iv ing  
u s  t h i s  information.  If when you do g e t  back home you should 
come ac ross  any l e t t e r s ,  t a p e s ,  documents, o r  anything which 
would be b e n e f i c i a l  t o  t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  w e  would s i n c e r e l y  
a p p r e c i a t e  it i f  you would l e t  u s  know about it. 
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Sergeant  K I N C H ,  I would again l i k e  t o  reemphasize 
what M r .  WEST t o l d  you e a r l i e r .  You a r e  d i r e c t e d  t h a t  you 
should not  d i r e c t l y ,  o r  through o t h e r s ,  d i s c u s s  t h e  My Lai  
i n c i d e n t  inc luding  subsequent i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  and r e p o r t s  
with any person who may have been connected wi th  t h i s  i n c i -  
d e n t  i n  any way. This does n o t  apply of course i f  you are 
requi red  t o  d i s c u s s  t h e  case i n  any a d m i n i s t r a t i v e ,  l e g i s -
l a t i v e ,  q u a s i - j u d i c i a l  o r  j u d i c i a l  proceedings,  only a s  
you may be  requi red  t o  do so i n  t h e  performance of o f f i c i a l  
d u t i e s .  Do you understand t h a t ?  

A.  Yes, I understand t h a t .  

MAJ ZYCHOWSKI: Sergeant K I N C H ,  thank you very much f o r  
coming. 

The hear ing  i s  recessed .  

(The hear ing  recessed  a t  2020 hours ,  21 January 

57 APP T-202 


FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 




FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 


SUMMARY OF TESTIMONY 


WITNESS.: MARONEY, Leo M. SFC 

DATE OF TESTIMONY: 31 December 1969 

PLACE OF TESTIMONY: Pentagon 

WITNESS SUSPECTED OF: N/A 

COUNSEL: None 

DUTY ASSIGNMENT ON 16 MARCH 1968: P la toon  Se rgean t ,  Mortar 
P l a toon ,  C/1/20. 

1. PRIOR TRAINING I N  THE RULES O F  LAND WARFARE. 

MARONEY d i d  have some classes on t h e  Geneva Conventions 
i n  H a w a i i  and s a w  a f i l m  on i t ,  b u t  h e  remembered no 
i n s t r u c t i o n  on t h e  l e g a l i t y  of  o r d e r s ,  t h e  handl ing  o f  non-
c o ~ b a t a c t s ,o r  t h e  rvles of engagement [pgs .  8 ,  9 ) .  There 
w a s  a class on t h e  t r a d i t i o n s  and customs of  t h e  Vietnamese 
(pg.  9 ) .  The wi tnes s  s t a t e d  t h a t  a cap tu red  p r i s o n e r  shou ld  
be  disarmed, searched ,  t agged ,  and s e n t  t o  t h e  rear (pg .10) .  
H e  knew t h a t  one should shou t  "dung l a i n  t o  a f l e e i n g  
Vietnamese and s t a t e d ,  w i th  some prompting,  t h a t -  i f  t h e  man 
k e p t  running one should shoo t  t o  wound r a t h e r  than  k i l l  
because o f  t h e  man's i n t e l l i g e n c e  v a l u e  (pgs. 1 0 ,  11). 
MARONEY r e c a l l e d  no t r a i n i n g  a t  Duc Pho concerning t h e  
hand l ing  of  PW1s o r  d e t a i n e e s ,  t h e  Geneva Conventions,  or  
t h e  r u l e s  o f  engagement (pgs .  1 3 ,  1 4 ) .  H e  had never  seen  
t h e  c a r d s  "Nine Rules" orI1The Enemy i n  Your Hands", b u t  
he  d i d  have "Guidance f o r  Uni t  Commanders" and knew he w a s  
supposed t o  keep it wi th  him a t  a l l  t i m e s  (pgs .  1 4 ,  1 5 ) .  
H e  cou ld  n o t  r eca l l  be ing  asked t o  d e v i a t e  from t h e  r u l e s  
set f o r t h  on t h a t  ca rd  (pg.  15) . 
2 .  PREOPERATIONAL PLANS AND BRIEFINGS. 

Capta in  MEDINA t o l d  t h e  company t h a t  t h e  v i l l a g e  con-
t a i n e d  n o t h i n g  b u t  VC and VC sympath izers ,  and they  w e r e  t o  
d e s t r o y  eve ry th ing  i n  it (pgs.  1 7 ,  49, 5 0 ) .  Any animals  o r  
c rops  n o t  des t royed  would on ly  a i d  t h e  VC (pg.  1 7 ) .  .MEDINA 
mentioned t h e  names of  the company's dead which had been 
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s u f f e r e d  as a r e s u l t  o f  s n i p i n g  and booby t r a p s  and s a i d  
t h a t  t h i s  would be  a chance t o  g e t  even (pgs.  17 ,  52) . 
MARONEY d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  a  memorial s e r v i c e  p r i o r  t o  t h e  
b r i e f i n g ,  a s t a t e m e n t  t h a t  t h e  c i v i l i a n s  would be  a t  market  
a t  0730, o r  a p l a toon  b r i e f i n g  a f t e r  M D I N A  f i n i s h e d  
(pgs.  19 ,  5 1 ) .  H e  d i d  n o t  t h i n k  MEDINA i n t ended  t h e  k i l l i n g  
o f  t h e  women and c h i l d r e n  (pg. 5 0 ) .  Morale w a s  h igh  a f t e r  
t h e  b r i e f i n g  Cpg.51) . 

a. Ent ry  i n t o  t h e  v i l l a g e .  

MARONEY's men w e r e  t h e  l a s t  t o  a r r i v e  a t  t h e  LZ F-
(pg. 20 ) .  The LZ was approximately 100-150 meters  from t h e  rn 
v i l l a g e ,  t h e  l o c a t i o n  o f  which he marked wi th  a "1" on 
E x h i b i t  Pr131 (pg.  2 0 ) .  He brought  on ly  one tube  and e i g h t  C a  
o r  n i n e  people  t o  My La i  (pgs .  4 ,  2 2 ) .  The tube  w a s  se t  up C-4 
w i t h i n  30 meters  o f  t h e  LZ and MARONEY marked t h i s  p o s i t i o n  
wi th  a " 2 "  on E x h i b i t  P-131 (pg. 2 2 )  . The mor ta r  w a s  i n  
p o s i t i o n  f o r  h a l f  an hour a t  which t ime it w a s  d i s p l a c e d  
and c a r r i e d  w i t h  them (pg. 27) . He rece ived  no f i r e  
miss ion du r ing  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  (pgs .  2 8 ,  53) . H i s  people  
fol lowed t h e  command group through t h e  v i l l a g e  and were given 
the  miss ion  o f  c u t t i n g  dmn crops 2nd Surning hco tches  
(pgs.  29, 53) . H e  d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  be ing  on a major t r a i l  
f o r  t h e  whole movement through t h e  v i l l a g e  (pg.  2 3 )  . It  
took them two hours  t o  make t h e i r  way through t h e  v i l l a g e  
and they  ate lunch on t h e  o t h e r  s i d e  (pgs .  29, 3 0 ) .  During 
t h i s  t i m e  he  wi tnessed  CARTER'S d u s t o f f ,  t h e  l o c a t i o n  of 
which he marked w i t h  a P-131 5 6 ) ."5" on ~ x h i b i ~  (pgs .  31-33, 
His people  r ece ived  no enemy f i r e  whi le  i n  My Lai  (pg.  5 3 ) .  

b .  Bodies observed by MARONEY. 

(1) Bodies o f  t h o s e  a l r eady  dead.  

MARONEY saw a t  l e a s t  50 dead bod ie s  i n  t h e  
v i l l a g e  on t h e  1 6 t h  (pg.  76) . The bod ie s  were t h o s e  o f  men, 
women, and c h i l d r e n  (pg.  28 )  . H e  d i d  n o t  know how many 
bodies  MEDINA saw, b u t  he was wi th  MEDINA on t h e  move through 
My La i  (pg. 77) . The l a r g e s t  group he saw was 15 bodies  
l o c a t e d  a long  a t r a i l  on t h e  sou the rn  edge o f  t h e  v i l l a g e  
which l e d  from some houses t o  t h e  main v i l l a g e  (pgs .  34, 
48, 57, 5 8 ) .  He marked t h e  approximate p o s i t i o n  of t h e s e  
bodies  w i t h  a "6" on E x h i b i t  P-131 (pg. 5 7 ) .  He saw t h i s  
group a t  a d i s t a n c e  o f  50 meters (pg.  59) . A l l  t h e s e  were 
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bodies  o f  people  who had been k i l l e d  p r i o r  t o  h i s  a r r i v a l  
(pg. 5 4 ) .  

(2 )  MARONEY s e e s  an o l d  man k i l l e d .  

The f i r s t  persol-, he saw k i l l e d  was an c l d  
man i n  wh i t e  who was s h o t  by a member o f  MARONEY1s  p l a toon  
named ARCOREN (pgs .  35, 54, 55, 7 9 ) .  ARCOREN had been 
wanting t o  shoo t  t h e  o l d  man (pgs .  3 5 ) .  A t  f i r s t  MARONEY 
r e f u s e d ,  b u t ,  on ARCOREN1s i n s i s t e n c e ,  l a t e r  al lowed it by 
s a y i n g ,  "You might a s  w e l l .  I f  you d o n ' t  somebody e l s e  
w i l l "  (pgs .  35, 7 9 ) .  ARCOREN f i r e d  a t  t h e  o l d  man and 
wounded him (pgs .  35, 7 9 ) .  Another man, whom MARONEY d i d  
n o t  know, f i n i s h e d  t h e  job (pgs . 35, 79) . MARONEY marked 
t h e  p l a c e  where t h i s  occur red  wi th  a "7" on E x h i b i t  P-131 
(pg. 57)  

c .  MARONEY and ALAUX f i n d  young g i r l s .  

MARONEY and ALAUX found two s m a l l  g i r l s  i n  a 
p a r t i a l l y  knocked-down b r i c k  b u i l d i n g  on a t r a i l  a t  t h e  
edge o f  t h e  v i l l a g e  (pgs .  36, 5 8 ) .  One g i r l  w a s  about  f i v e  
y e a r s  o l d  and t h e  o t h e r  e i g h t  (pg.  3 6 ) .  One of t h e  g i r l s  
was i n  a daze (pg.  3 6 ) .  ALAUX asked MARONEY i f  he thought  
they  should  k i l l  t h e  l i t t l e  g i r l s  (pg. 3 6 ) .  MARONEY s a i d  
t h a t  t hey  should n o t  because t h e  g i r l s  had n o t  h u r t  anyone 
(pg. 36) .  They l e d  t h e  g i r l s  c l e a r  o f  My Lai  ( 4 )  and t h e n  
had some o l d  man c a r r y  them (pg.  3 7 ) .  The g i r l s  a t e  lunch 

M 
03 

wi th  MARONEY and ALAUX and w e r e  dropped o f f  w i t h  t h e  o t h e r  
women and c h i l d r e n  i n  a ya rd  whi le  t h e  company w a s  en  r o u t e  
from My Lai  ( 4 )  t o  My La i  (5 )  (pgs .  36, 3 7 ) .  

trr 
d .  Acti.ons a f t e r  l e a v i n g  My Lai .  

(1) Movement t o  t h e  l a a g e r  s i t e . .  

On l e a v i n g  My L a i  ( 4 )  and j u s t  p r i o r  t o  
dropping o f f  t h e  two l i t t l e  g i r l s  MARONEY heard  MEDINA 
say he d i d  n o t  want any more k i l l i n g s  (pgs .  59 ,60 ,67 ,68) .  
When he s a i d  t h i s  MEDINA appeared t o  be  depressed  (pg .68) .  

(2) Actions  a t  t h e  l a a g e r  s i t e .  

On t h e  n i g h t  of  t h e  1 6 t h  t h e  company l aage red  
i n  a cemetery (pg.  6 0 ) .  Although he d i d  n o t  s e e  i t ,  MARONEY 
knew t h a t  two d e t a i n e e s  were s h o t  b y . t h e  Na t iona l  P o l i c e  
(pg. 7 0 ) .  H e  heard  t h e  shoo t ing  and saw t h e  bod ie s  i n  t h e  
d i t c h  (pg.  70) . KOTOUC w a s  where t h e  i n t e r r o g a t i o n s  were 
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going on,  b u t  n o t  a t  t h i s  d i t c h  (pg. 70) . MEDINA was i n  
t h e  area o f  t h e  s h o o t i n g ,  b u t  he  d i d  n o t  know i f  MEDINA 
s a w  it (pg. 7 1 ) .  

( 3 )  Actions  on t h e  17 th  and 18 th .  

On t h e  1 7 t h  t h e  company moved th rough  t h e  
abandoned My Khe hamle ts  and burned some hootches  (pg. 6 0 ) .  
They took t h r e e  cr f o u r  p r i s o n e r s  i n  t h e  a r e a  of  My Khe ( 2 )  
(pgs.  6 1 ,  6 2 ) .  The company w a s  e x t r a c t e d  on t h e  1 8 t h  
(pg. 73) 

4 .  INQUIRIES AFTER THE ASSAULT. 

a.  HENDERSON v i s i t s  MEDINA i n  t h e  f i e l d .  

MARONEY r e c a l l e d  HENDERSON a r r i v i n g  i n  a h e l i c o p t e r  -b 
-4

and l e a v i n g  f o r  a  couple  o f  hours  wi th  MEDINA aboard (pg. P-
6 1 ) .  When they  r e t u r n e d  MEDINA assembled t h e  p l a toon  l e a d e r s  Ln 
and t o l d  them t h a t  HENDERSON had ques t ioned  him about  
My L a i  ( 4 )  (pgs .  72, 73) . HENDERSON w a s  concerned about 
what had happened t h e r e  (pg. 62) . 03 

CY 

b. Return t o  LZ D o t t i e .  

MARONEY d i d  n o t  speak t o  HENDERSON a f t e r  r e t u r n i n g  
t o  LZ ~ o t t i e(pg. 6 2 ) .  H e  d i d  n o t  r e c a l i  a company 
meeting i n  which MEDINA s a i d  t o  keep q u i e t  about  t h e  i n c i d e n t  
(pg. 63) . No one t o l d  him n o t  t o  t a l k  about  it (pgs .  63,  
6 6 ) .  H e  hea rd  no th ing  about  a complaint  by a h e l i c o p t e r  
p i l o t  (pg.  7 5 ) .  MARONEY t o l d  h i s  p l a toon  l e a d e r ,  ~ i e u t e n a n t  
ANDERSON, what had happened (pg. 78) . 
5. OTHER INFORMATION. 

a .  Radio t r ansmis s ions .  

MARONEY had a r a d i o  on t h i s  o p e r a t i o n  (pg.  26) . 
However, h e  hea rd  no t r ansmis s ions  concerning a  body coun t ,  
a resweep of  t h e  a r e a ,  o r  a c e a s e f i r e  (pgs.  68, 6 9 ,  76) . 

b. Assessment of  MEDINA and company. 

MEDINA w a s  a ve ry  s t r o n g  commanding o f f i c e r  and 
demanded s t r i c t  obedience (pgs .  66, 6 7 ) .  H e  b e l i e v e d  t h a t  
MEDINA had c o n t r o l  o f  t h e  company on t h e  16 th  (pg.  6 6 ) .  The 
company w a s  ve ry  e f f i c i e n t  and combat e f f e c t i v e  (pgs .  7 ,  8)  . 
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c. Miscel laneous.  

(1) N o  one w a s  proud of  h imse l f  o r  thought  he  
had accomplished anything a t  My Lai  (pg.  6 9 ) .  

( 2 )  The company d id  n o t  have a mar5juana 
problem (pg. 6 3 ) . 

( 3 )  The company r a n  normal o p e r a t i o n s  a f t e r  
My Lai and MARONEY d i d  n o t  g e t  t h e  impress ion  t h a t  anyone 
w a s  t r y i n g  t o  g e t  t h e  company o u t  o f  t h e  way (pg.  7 5 ) .  

( 4 )  H e  knew noth ing  about  JOLLY r ap ing  a  woman 
(pgs.  79,801. 
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E X H I B I T S  

E X H I B I T  
NUMBER D E S C R I P T I O N  NOTES PAGES
I--seen  I~ N i thad n o t  

M-2 MACV C a r d  " N . i n e  R u l e s "  before.  1 4  

MACV C a r d  " T h e  E n e m y  i n  W i t  had n o t  seen 


M- 3 (your  H a n d s " lbefore. 1 1 4  

IMAcv C a r d  " G u i d a n c e .  f o r  l ~ i thad t h i s  card I 

M- 4 U n i t  C o m m a n d e r "  Ion h i s  person.  ' 14 
/ w i t  asked t o  

A e r i a l  photo of My Lai / s t u d y .  1 15. 
I 1 

M i s c e l l a n e o u s  Scene R e c o g n i z e d  PHU. 47 
R e c o s n i z e d  CARTER 

M i s c e l l a n e o u s  Scene 1 and ~ I D M E R .  1 46 
I 

I 

1 R e c o q n i z e d  CARTER, I 
I 

P - 7  I ~ i s c e l l a n e o u sS c e n e  
1 

t h e  medic, and 
WIDMER. 

M i s c e l l a n e o u s  

M i s c e l l a n e o u s  

M i s c e ' l l a n e o u s  

Scene 

Scene 

Scene 

and WIDMER. 
X e c o g n l z e u  CAK'I'BK, 
and BEXU'HARDT . 

MEDINA ' s RTO , 
MURRAY, MARTIN, 
CARTER, and CAPEZZT, 
K e c o g n l Z e d  CAK'I'EK 

3 8 

39 

3 8  

M i s c e l l a n e o u s  Scene , evacuated. 36 

P-24 I M i s c e l l a n e o u s  Scene 
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EXIIIBITS 


EXHIBIT 
NUMBER DESCRIPTION- NOTES PAGES 

'~eco~nizedCARTER 
Miscellaneous Scene and CAPEZZA. 

Wit saw scene like 
Mlscellaneous Scene j this. 

]wit identified as I 
_Miscellaneous Scene bodies he saw at 

point "6". 
5 8 

Miscellaneous Scene ~ecognized WIDMER. 4 2  
Rice paddy company 

Miscellaneous Scene crossed after leav- 
ing village. 

42 
Possibly a picture 


Miscellaneous Scene of SMITH. Wit can 

not identify area. 


.il 4 3  
Recognlzed PHU 

Miscellaneous Scene and MARONEY. 4 3  

Miscellaneous Scene Recognized PHU. 1 4 4  
hear piace wilere 

Miscellaneous Scene company ate lunch. 4 4  
Church across 

Miscellaneous Scene Highway 1 from 
LZ Uottle. 

4  4  

Miscellaneous Scene Same as P-123 45 
'wit recognized 

Miscellaneous Scene 1 SMAIL and GRIMES. I 45 
I I 

Miscellaneous Scene ~ecognized SMAIL. 45 
P-1 as annotated by SFC Admitted into 
'MARONEY evidence. 49 
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(The h e a r i n g  reconvened a t  0847 hour s ,  3 1  December 
1969.)  

MR WEST: The h e a r i n g  w i l l  come t o  o r d e r .  

RCDR : The fo l lowing  named persons  a r e  p r e s e n t :  MR WEST, 
COL MILLER, COL FRANKLIN, LTC PATTERSON, MAJ ZYCHOWSKI and 
rvlAJ C03P. 

The n e x t  w i t n e s s  i s  Se rgean t  F i r s t  C l a s s  Leo 
M. MARONEY . 

(SFC MARONEY was c a l l e d  a s  a  w i t n e s s ,  was sworn, 
and t e s t i f i e d  a s  fo l lows :) 

Sergean t  MARONEY, s t a t e  your  f u l l  name, g rade ,  
S o c i a l  S e c u r i t y  number, branch of s e r v i c e ,  o r g a n i z a t i o n ,  and 
s t a t i o n .  

A. Leo Mil ton MARONEY, Se rgean t  F i r s t  C l a s s ,  E-7, Uni ted 

S t a t e s  Army, Headquar ters  and Headquar ters  Company, 1st 

B a t t a l i o n ,  4 1 s t  I n f a n t r y ,  2d Armored D i v i s i o n ,  F o r t  Hood, 

Texas,  S o c i a l  S e c u r i t y  number: 


MR WEST: Se rgean t  MARONEY, b e f o r e  w e  g e t  i n t o  any q u e s t i o n s ,  
Colonel  MILLER w i l l  g i v e  you some in fo rma t ion  on t h e  n a t u r e  and 
pnrpcse of t h i s  hez r ing .  

COL MILLER: This  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  was d i r e c t e d  j o i n t l y  by t h e  
S e c r e t a r y  of t h e  Army and t h e  Chief of S t a f f ,  Uni ted  S t a t e s  
Army, f o r  t h e  purpose of  de te rmin ing  f a c t s  and making 
f i n d i n g s  and recommendations concerning:  

(1) t h e  adequacy of  p r i o r  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  and 
i n q u i r i e s  i n t o  and subsequent  reviews and r e p o r t s  w i t h i n  
t h e  cha in  of  command of what we now r e f e r  t o  a s  t h e  My 
L a i  i n c i d e n t  of  1 6  March 1 9 6 8 ,  and 

( 2 )  p o s s i b l e  suppres s ion  or wi thho ld ing  of i n -
format ion by any person  who had a du ty  t o  r e p o r t  and t o  
f u r n i s h  in fo rma t ion  concerning t h i s  My Lai  i n c i d e n t .  

Our i n v e s t i g a t i o n  i s n  't p r i m a r i l y  ' t o  f i n d  o u t  
e v e r y t h i n g  which happened a t  My L a i .  However, i n  ou r  i n -
q u i r i e s  w e  have gone i n t o  t h a t  i n  some d e t a i l .  Our main 
purpose i s  d i r e c t e d  toward t h e s e  two s p e c i f i c  a r e a s  which 
I j u s t  s t a t e d .  
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W e  have had made a v a i l a b l e  t o  us and w e  have 
reviewed s t a t e m e n t s  made by many w i t n e s s e s  i n  p r i o r  i n -
v e s t g a t i o n s  i n t o  t h e  My L a i  i n c i d e n t .  I r e f e r  t o  I G  and 
C I D  s t a t e m e n t s .  Among o t h e r s ,  we have your  C I D  s t a t emen t .  

Your tes t imony today will be t aken  under o a t h .  
A verba t im t r a n s c r i p t  w i l l  b e  p repared .  I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  
t h e  n o t e s  be ing  t a k e n  by t h e  r e p o r t e r ,  w e  have a t a p e  
r e c o r d i n g  t o  p i c k  up e v e r y t h i n g  t h a t  i s  be ing  s a i d .  

- The g e n e r a l  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  of t h e  r e p o r t  i s  
c o n f i d e n t i a l .  However, t h e r e  i s  a t  l e a s t  a p o s s i b i l i t y  
t h a t  some o r  a l l  of t h e  tes t imony t a k e n  i n  t h i s  h e a r i n g  
may become a m a t t e r  of  p u b l i c  knowledge. 

I unders tand  t h a t  you a r e  under t h e  o r d e r s  
of t h e  m i l i t a r y  judge i n  t h e  g e n e r a l  c o u r t - m a r t i a l  c a s e  
of United S t a t e s  v. C a l l e y ,  i n  t h e  form of a n o t i c e  prob-
a b l y  t o  you from t h e  t r i a l  counse l .  A r e  you aware of 
t ha t ?  

A. Yes, sir.  

:2 You are o rde red  n o t  t o  d i s c u s s  your  t e s t imony ,  
t h e  tes t imony t h a t  you g i v e  i n  t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  w i t h  
o t h e r  peop le ,  i n c l u d i n g  o t h e r  w i t n e s s e s  t o  t h i s  i n v e s t i -
g a t i o n ,  excep t  as you may be r e q u i r e d  t o  do du r ing  t h e  
performance of  your  o f f i c i a l  d u t i e s  o r  as  you may be  re-
qy..iired t~ Zo befors z c o ~ p e t c n ta d n i z i s t r z t i v z ,  logis-
l a t i v e ,  o r  j u d i c i a l  forum. An example of a j u d i c i a l  
body would b e  t h e  g e n e r a l  c o u r t - m a r t i a l  c a s e ,  i f  t h e r e  
i s  one, f o r  CALLEY, o r  an a r t i c l e  32b i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  I f  
you have q u e s t i o n s  you can always make i n q u i r i e s .  The 
e s sence  of  t h i s  i s  t h a t  you shou ld  no t  be d i s c u s s i n g  your  
t es t imony wi th  other,2 e x c e p t  as you a r e  r e q u i r e d  t o  do so .  

I n  a d d i t i o n ,  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  you t e s t i f y  h e r e  
does n o t  i n  any way change t h e  e f f e c t  of t h e  o r d e r  i s s u e d  
by t h e  m i l i t a r y  judge through t h e  t r i a l  counse l .  F u r t h e r ,  
your  t es t imony h e r e  i s  w i t h i n  t h e  l i m i t s ,  t h e  p e r m i s s i b l e  
l i m i t s ,  of t h e  m i l i t a r y  j udge ' s  o rde r .  I n  o t h e r  words, 
h i s  order does n o t  p r ec lude  your  tes t imony b e f o r e  t h i s  
hea r ing .  

Before  w e  m e t  t oday ,  you informed me t h a t  you 
had been ques t ioned  b e f o r e ,  and you asked me a q u e s t i o n  
about  counse l .  
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A. Y e s ,  s i r .  

Q A t  t h i s  t i m e  I have no in fo rma t ion  on which 
t o  base  any s u s p i c i o n ,  and we do n o t  s u s p e c t  you of having 
committed an o f f e n s e  i n  t h i s  i n c i d e n t .  However, i f  you 
halie any concern i n  t h i s  r e s p e c t ,  I w i l l  be  glad t o  
answer any q u e s t i o n s  you may have now. O r ,  i f  any come 
up,  f e e l  f r e e  t o  ask  m e  any q u e s t i o n s  a t  any t ime.  I f  
any in fo rma t ion  comes up  whereby we do s u s p e c t  you of an 
o f f e n s e ,  I w i l l ,  of cou r se ,  ad.vise you immediately.  

A .  Yes, s i r .  

Q. Do you have any q u e s t i o n s  w i t h  r e s p e c t  t o  coun-
s e l  a t  t h i s  t ime?  

A. No, s ir .  

MR WEST: Would you l i k e  t o  have counse l?  

A. N o ,  sir.  I j u s t  asked t h e  c o l o n e l  a q u e s t i o n .  
Before  t h e  CID had m e  make my s t a t e m e n t ,  they  advised  m e  
t h a t  I had a r i g h t  t o  counse l .  I j u s t  wondered i f  t h i s  
were t h e  same t h i n g .  

Q Serqeznt -W-R.@NEY, what w a s  y n ~ rd i 2 . t ~ass iqnment  
on t h e  1 6 t h  of March, 1968? 

A. I w a s  t h e  p l a t o o n  s e r g e a n t  of  t h e  mor ta r  p l a t o o n ,  
C/1/20, sir. 

Q A t  t h a t  t i m e  C h a r l i e  Company w a s  a s s igned  t o  Task 
Force Barker  under t h e  1 1 t h  Brigade? 

A. Yes ,  s i r .  

A .  Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q D i d  your  e n t i r e  p l a toon  go on t h i s  o p e r a t i o n  
a g a i n s t  My L a i  ( 4 )  t h a t  took  p l a c e  on t h a t  day? 

A. No, s i r .  A s  I remembe'r, when w e  went on t h e  
o p e r a t i o n ,  w e  took e i g h t  peop le ,  p o s s i b l y  between seven 
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and n i n e  people  w i t h  us .  The remainder o f  them s t a y e d  
' 

on LZ Up t igh t ,  which i s  j u s t  t o  t h e  n o r t h  of  where w e  had 
been o p e r a t i n g .  

Q What d i d  you t a k e  w i t h  you,  one tube?  

A .  J u s t  one mor ta r  t ube .  

Q Our e n t i r e  group wants  t o  t a l k  t o  you. But,  
what we would l i k e  t o  do a t  t h e  o u t s e t  i s  t o  have you t a l k  
t o  L ieu tenan t  Colonel  PATTERSON. H e  w i l l  show you some 
photographs ,  and w e ' l l  just run through p a r t  of  them. Then 
t h e  e n t i r e  p a n e l  w i l l  reconvene and w e  w i l l  a sk  you some 
q u e s t i o n s .  So w e  w i l l  recess f o r  t h a t  purpose and L ieu tenan t  
Colonel  PATTERSON w i l l  resume. The h e a r i n g  w i l l  be  r eces sed .  

(The h e a r i n g  r e c e s s e d  a t  0856 hour s ,  31 December 
1969. ) 

(The h e a r i n g  reconvened a t  0904 h o u r s ,  31 Decem-
b e r  1969. ) 

LTC PATTERSON: The h e a r i n g  w i l l  come t o  o r d e r .  LTC 
PATTERSON i s  p r e s e n t .  

(SFC MARONEY was reminded t h a t  he w a s  s t i l l  
under oa th ,  and he t e s t i f i e d  GS f s l l c ~ s:) 

Q Do you have any q u e s t i o n s  about  t h o s e  i n s t r u c t i o n s  
which Colonel  MILLER gave you i n  t h e  opening s e s s i o n .  

A .  No, s i r .  

Q The purpose of t h i s  p a c t  of t h e  i n q u i r y  is 
t o  t r y  t o  de te rmine  a s  many of t h e  d e t a i l s  of t h e  o p e r a t i o n  
of  16 March i n  My Lai  ( 4 )  as  p o s s i b l e ,  w i t h  t h e  hopes 
t h a t  you w i l l  be  a b l e  t o  fill i n  f o r  us some of the  gaps 
i n  t h e  tes t imony t h a t  we have r ece ived  t h u s  f a r ,  o r  t o  
conf i rm t h o s e  p a r t s  of t h e  tes t imony t h a t  we have r e c e i v e d  
t h u s  f a r .  Would you s t a t e  f o r  t h e  r e c o r d ,  Se rgean t  MARONEY, 
how long you were i n  C h a r l i e  Company p r i o r  t o  March 1968? 

A. I jo ined  C h a r l i e  Company on October t h e  1 5 t h ,  
1967. 
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A. Y e s ,  s i r ,  I jo ined  C h a r l i e  Company i n  Hawaii,  
and t r a i n e d  w i t h  t h e  1 1 t h  Brigade.  I then  went w i th  them 
t o  Vietnam. 

Q A s  a means of r e f r e s h i n g  your  memory, t h e  
s t a t e m e n t  t h a t  you gave t o  B i l l y  THOMPSON on 23  September 
1969 i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  you jo ined  them i n  October ,  1966. I 
unders tand  t h a t  t h i s  i s  i n c o r r e c t  and t h i s  should  be  
October ,  1967? 

A. I t  was October ,  1 9  6 6 ,  b u t  we were i n  Hawaii 1 4  
, months b e f o r e  we went over. 

Q October ,  1966. 

A. Y e s ,  s i r ,  it was October ,  1966. 

Q Then t h e  s t a t e m e n t  f o r  t h e  record-- the  s t a t emen t  
t h a t  you gave M r .  THOMPSON i s  c o r r e c t  a s  f a r  as d a t e s  a r e  
concerned? 

A. Y e s ,  sir.  

Q.  Se rqean t  MARONEY, can you t e l l  me a s  much a s  you 
r e c a l l  concerning t h e  t r a i n i n g  you r ece ived  i n  Hawaii w i t h  
t h e  u n i t  p r i o r  t o  deployment t o  Vietnam? 

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  A c t u a l l y ,  we went th rough  about  t h r e e  
o r  f o u r  t r a i n i n g  c y c l e s .  W e  t r a i n e d  as a ready f o r c e ,  and we 
w e r e n ' t  a c t u a l l y  t o l d  t h a t  we were going t o  Vietnam, b u t  
everyone s u s p e c t e d  t h a t  we w e r e .  When I jo ined  t h e  company, 
it had on ly  about  90 people  i n  it. W e  t r a i n e d  w i t h  a  couple  
of p l a t o o n s ,  and I had more people  i n  my p l a toon  -- I was 
a c t u a l l y  more up- to-s t rength t h a n  t h e  r i f l e  p l a toons  were. 
Then t h e  company f i l l e d  up, and we s t a r t e d  a new t r a i n i n g  
cyc l e .  

Q o When was t h i s ?  When d i d  it f i l l  up? 

A , .  S i r ,  I had been t h e r e  f o r  3 o r  4 months, so 
it was probably  sometime around February,  1967. 

Q February,  1967. A l l  r i g h t .  
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A. We t r a i n e d  t h o s e  people  through a t r a i n i n g  cycle, 
and j u s t  about  t h e  t ime we completed it, we l o s t  them on an 
ove r seas  l evy .  

Q What t i m e  frame w a s  t h i s ?  

A. This  was s h o r t l y  a f t e r  t h e  t r a i n i n g  c y c l e  was 
completed, probably about  A p r i l .  

Q - You w e r e  t r a i n i n g  t h e s e  people  i n  advanced u n i t  
t r a i n i n g ?  

A. Yes, s i r .  W e  s t a r t e d  w i t h  t h e  b a s i c  u n i t  t r a t n -
i n g  and went through advanced u n i t  t r a i n i n g .  

,
9- Then, a s  I unders tand  it, about  A p r i l  you a g a i n  
l o s t  some people  o r  p a r t s  of  t h e  u n i t .  Did you g e t  f i l l e r s  
then?  

A. Yes, s i r .  Later on it was about--I would say, 
s i r ,  t h e  u n i t  f i l l e d  back up i n  September o r  October of 1967. 
W e  went through,  a t  t h a t  t i m e ,  ano the r  complete t r a i n i n g  
c y c l e  w i th  t h e  new people  whom w e  had r ece ived .  When t h i s  
c y c l e  was completed,  w e  were a l e r t e d  t o  go t o  Vietnam. 

(2 . The t r a i n i n g  c y c l e  t o  which you j u s t  r e f e r r e d  
t r m s p i r e d  from September o r  October u n t i l  you were a l e r t e d  
f o r  deployment. Did it c o n s i s t  of a normal o r  a s t andard  
advanced o r  u n i t  t r a i n i n g  cyc l e?  

A. Yes, s i r .  W e  went through it once aga in .  The 
basic u n i t  went r i g h t  on through advanced u n i t  t r a i n i n g .  

Q - Culminat ing i n  an Army t r a i n i n g  t e s t ?  D i d  you 
t a k e  an Army t r a i n i n g  t e s t ?  

A. We d i d  t a k e  a--wait a minute, sir.  

Q - Would you s a y  a g a i n ,  d i d  you o r  do you r e c a l l  
t a k i i ~ yan h-my t r a i n i n g  t e s t ?  

A. .  I d o n ' t  remember i f ,  w i t h  t h e  second group w e  
t r a i n e d ,  we took t h e  tes t  or  no t .  I know t h e  f i r s t  group,  
t h e  i n i t i a l  group wi th  which we t r a i n e d ,  we d i d  t a k e  t h e  
tes t  on t h e  b i g  i s l a n d  i n  Hawaii. 
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Q Thi s  was sometime i n  t h e  summer? 

A. The s p r i n g  o r  e a r l y  summer of 1967. 

Q After t h a t  t i m e ,  I believe you i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  
you t h e n  l o s t  some a d d i t i o n a l  people? 

A.  Yes, s i r ,  b e f o r e  w e  r e f i l l e d  f o r  t h e  second 
t r a i n i n g  c y c l e .  

Q Do you r e c a l l  how many people  w e r e  l o s t ?  How 
low d i d  you g e t  a f t e r  t h a t  t r a i n i n g  tes t  b e f o r e  you f i l l e d  
up aga in  i n  September? 

A. N o ,  s i r ,  I don1t remember how many w e  d i d  l o s e .  
W e  did l o s e  s e v e r a l  people .  I d o n ' t  know t h e  approximate 
number. 

8 Your d u t i e s  were p l a t o o n  s e r g e a n t  of t h e  mortar  
p l a t o o n  a t  t h i s  t ime? 

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  

Q I n  your  op in ion ,  d i d  t h e  l o s s  of t h e s e  people  
i n  t h e  summer of 1 9 6 7  impair your  p l a t o o n ' s  e f f ec t iveness . ?  

A. N o ,  s i r ,  n o t  my p l a t o o n ,  because I d i d n ' t  l o s e  
t h a t  many people .  . The m a j o r i t y  of t h e  people  whom t h e  u n i t  
l o s t  came from t h e  r i f l e  p l a t o o n s .  A c t u a l l y ,  it  d i d n ' t  h u r t  
us t h a t  bad. 

Q Would you s t a t e  an o p i n i o n  a s  t o  the  p r o f i c i e n c y  
o f  f i e  t r a i n i n g  of your  p l a t o o n  and C h a r l i e  Company on deploy-
ment on o r  about  t h e  1st of December, 1967?  

A. I t h i n k ,  s i r ,  it w a s  an e f f i c i e n t  company. I know 
t h a t  my p l a t o o n  was t h e  b e s t  mor ta r  p l a t o o n  ove r  t h e r e .  I n  
f a c t ,  we  r a n  compet i t ion  on o r g a n i z a t i o n  day, and we took 
a l m o s t  e v e r y t h i n g  i n  t h e  b r i g a d e .  T had t h e  b e s t  mor ta r  p l a -
toon I ever had. The b e s t  one i n  which I ' v e  e v e r ' b e e n .  

8 W o u l d  you say t h e n ,  i n  your  o p i n i o n ,  t h a t  your  p l a -
toon was combat-ready on deployment? 

A. Y e s ,  d e f i n i t e l y  so. 
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Q Would you have any f e e l i n g s  about C/1/20 and 
t h e i r  combat e f f e c t i v e n e s s ?  . 

A.  I th ink  Char l i e  Company was a l s o  combat e f f e c t i v e ,  
s i r .  

Q P a r t  of t h e  u n i t  t r a i n i n g  requ i red  of a u n i t  under-
going a u n i t  t r a i n i n g  c y c l e  c o n s i s t s  of requirements f o r  t r a i n -
i n g  on t h e  Geneva Convention, handl ing of p r i s o n e r s  of war and 
of d e t a i n e e s ,  and t h e  l e g a l i t y  of orders .  Do you r e c a l l  
r ece iv ing  t h i s  t r a i n i n g  o r  conducting t h i s  t r a i n i n g  during any 
t r a i n i n g  per iod  while  i n  Hawaii? 

A. We d i d  have some c l a s s e s ,  s i r ,  on t h e  Geneva Con-
vent ion.  A s  f a r  as t h e  l e g a l i t y  of o rde r s  I don' t - - I  c o u l d n ' t  
say  f o r  c e r t a i n  on t h a t ,  b u t  w e  d i d  have t r a i n i n g  on Geneva 
Convention and t h e  handl ing of  p r i soners .  

Q Do you r e c a l l  any of t h i s  t r a i n i n g  s p e c i f i c a l l y  
a s  t o  type? Was it classroom t r a i n i n g ,  o r  conducted i n  t h e  
f i e l d ,  o r  was it a l e c t u r e ?  Any of t h e  s p e c i f i c s  regarding  i t ?  

A. The t r a i n i n g  t h a t  I remember, sir--I d o n ' t  remember 
t h e  number of c l a s s e s ,  b u t  I do remember t h a t  w e  d i d  have some 
t r a i n i n g  and t h a t  it was conducted i n  t h e  classrooms. I 
know we saw a f i l m  on it. 

Q Do you r e c a l l  when t h i s  t r a i n i n g  was conducted 
i n  t h e  cyc le  t h a t  you ind ica ted?  

I d o n ' t  know, s i r .  ,I c o u l d n ' t  say f o r  c e r t a i n .  

Q You d o n ' t  know, then ,  whether o r  n o t  t h e  t r a i n -
i n g  was conducted wi th  a u n i t  t h a t  deployed? O r  perhaps 
b e t t e r  s t a t e d ,  between t h e  t i m e  Erame September t o  December, 
196 7? 

A. No, sir. I cou ldn ' t  say.  

l e g a l i t y  
o f f i c e r s  

You do n o t  r e c a l l  any t r a i n i n g  concerning t h e  
of o rde r s  e i t h e r  from o f f i c e r s  o r  noncommissioned 
and whether o r  n o t  t h e  e n l i s t e d  men must obey 

them regard less  of the con ten t  of these  o rde r s?  

A.  Well, I d o n ' t  remember any p a r t i c u l a r  c l a s s ,  s ir ,  
p e r t a i n i n g  t o  a  record  of t h i s ,  sir.  
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Q How about  any i n s t r u c t i o n s  on r u l e s  of  engagement? 

A. I d o n ' t  remember any p a r t i c u l a r  c l a s s  of  t h i s  t i t l e  
e i t h e r .  

Q - Noncombatants and t h e  hand l ing  of noncombatants? 

A. No, sir.  I d o n ' t  guess s o .  You a r e  t a l k i n g  about  
c l a s s e s  w i t h  t h i s  t i t l e ?  

Q I ' m  t a l k i n g  about any i n s t r u c t i o n s  r e c e i v e d  o r  
t r a i n i n g  conducted concerning t h e  hand l ing  of noncombatants? 

A. J u s t  b e f o r e  we l e f t ,  s i r ,  w e  had classes a t  b a t t a -
l i o n ,  i n  t h e  b a t t a l i o n  c lassroom. They t a u g h t  us t h e  way t h e  
VC a c t  and t h i n g s  of t h i s  n a t u r e .  Not n e c e s s a r i l y  t h e  VC, 
b u t  t h e  Vietnamese themselves.  The customs i s  what I 'm t r y i n g  
t o  say .  

Q Customs and t r a d i t i o n s  of t h e  Vietnamese? 

A. Vietnamese. Y e s . ,  s i r .  

Q 8 And about  t h e  miss ion  i n  Vietnam? What t h e  U.S. 
was a t t empt ing  t o  accomplish i n  t h e  Republ ic  of Vietnam? 

A. W e l l ,  l e t  m e  get t h i s  c l a r i f i e d  a g a i n ,  sir.  

Q Well ,  l e t  m e  r e p h r a s e  t h i s .  Se rgean t  MaKONEY, 
would you t e l l  me what your mi s s ion  i s  i n  Vietnam, a s  you see 
it? 

A.  Well,  ou r  miss ion i n  Vietnam, s i r ,  as I see it, i s  
t o  c o n t r o l  t h e  communist agg res s ion  i n  Vietnam. 

Q - How d i d  you e x p e c t  t o  hand le  c i v i l i a n s ,  noncombat-
a n t s ,  and/or combatants when you a r r i v e d  i n  Vietnam? 

A. W e l l ,  when I arrived i n  ~ i e t n a m ,s i r ,  I in t ended  
t o  fo l low t h e  o r d e r s  i s s u e d  by my s u p e r i o r s .  I t  would depend 
upon t h e  s i t u a t i o n ,  I suppose,  if you r a n  i n t o  a p a r t i c u l a r  
s i t u a t i o n .  

Q. D i d  you r e c e i v e  any t r a i n i n g  concern ing  o r  d i d  you 
have i n  your mind o r  unders tand  how t o  apprehend o r  c a p t u r e  
i n d i v i d u a l s  ? 
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A. Yes, s i r .  I unders tand  t h a t .  

Q For t h e  r e c o r d  would you i n d i c a t e  how t h a t  i s  
accomplished? 

A. 'Wel l ,  f i rs t  of a l l ,  s i r ,  i f  i t ' s  a group--of 
course  they  would have t o  be  surrounded and disarmed. They 
shou ld  be s ea rched ,  t hen  s e n t  back through t h e  p rope r  channe ls .  

Q A r e  t h e r e  any o t h e r  a c t i o n s  t h a t  you would t a k e  
a s  an i n d i v i d u a l  p l a t o o n  s e r g e a n t ?  Do you t a g  them? 

A. Yes, s i r .  They shou ld  be tagged.  

What's on t h e  t ag?  

A. I t  shou ld  be  t h e  l o c a t i o n  where t h e y  w e r e  cap-
t u r e d .  Also,  any th ing  t h a t  t hey  had on t h e i r  pe r son  and 
you t ake  from them shou ld  be  noted.  

Q. L e t ' s  go back t h e n  t o  t h i s  unders tanding  of 
apprehension.  You s e e  an i n d i v i d u a l .  H e  is  some d i s t a n c e  
away. How do you apprehend t h i s  i n d i v i d u a l ?  

A. Well ,  i t ' s  a p o l i c y ,  sir--I guess it was a p o l i c y .  
W e  were t o l d  when w e  w e r e  i n  Vietnam on an o p e r a t i o n ,  b e f o r e  
anybody s h o t  anybody, t o  h o l l e r  h a l t .  If w e  saw one o u t  i n  
the r i c e  paddy, f o r  i n s t a n c e ,  you would h o l l e r  h a l t ,  and he  
i s  supposed t o  h a l t .  They supposedly were t o l d  t h a t  i f  t hey  
d i d n ?  run ,  t hey  wou ldn ' t  g e t  s h o t .  

Q How do you say  h a l t  t o  ano the r  Vietnamese? Do 
you r e c a l l ?  Do you j u s t  h o l l e r  h a l t ,  or do you s a y  something? 

A. They have a word f o r  i t - - I ' m  t r y i n g  t o  t h i n k ,  s ir .  

Q Is t h e  Vietnamese word "dung l a i " ?  

A. I b e l i e v e  so ,  s ir .  I was t r y i n g  t o  th ink-- in  
Korean i t ' s  "chung gi," and I get confused. 

Q But you knew t h a t  you i n d i c a t e d  t o  an i n d i v i d u a l  
t o  h a l t ,  and you gave it t o  him i n  t h e  Vietnamese, which I 
presume you had f o r g o t t e n ?  
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A. Yes, s i r .  

Q And t hen ,  i f  he  d i d n ' t  h a l t ,  what was your nex t  
a c t i o n ?  

A, Well, probably s h o o t  a t  him, sir--well depending,  
s i r .  This  covers  a  l o t  of t e r r i t o r y .  For  i n s t a n c e ,  y o u ' r e  
going through an a r e a  and somebody h a s  been s n i p i n g  a t  you o r  
something, and you saw someone o u t  t h e r e .  I f  you t o l d  him 
t o  h a l t ,  he would probably s h o o t  back. 

Q m  But suppose t h i s  f e l l o w  o r  t h i s  i n d i v i d u a l  j u s t
k e p t  moving away from you. Would you shoo t  t o  k i l l ?  

A. Probably n o t ,  s i r .  I would probably j u s t  shoo t  
t o  wound him. 

Q - Why? 

A. W e l l ,  I d o n ' t  know, s ir .  

Q Could i t  be t h a t .  a l i v e  Vietnamese, even a corn-
b a t a n t ,  i s  more v a l u a b l e  a s  an i n t e l l i g e n c e  s o u r c e  t han  a 
dead one? 

A. That's t r u e ,  s ir .  i f  you wounded him and even 
I f  you d i d n ' t  g e t  him, t hen  it t a k e s  people  t o  t a k e  c a r e  of 
h i m .  So that a p p l i e s  t o  u s  as w e l l  a s  t h e  o t h e r  s i d e .  

Q Okay, Se rgean t  MARONEY, l e t ' s  move t o  Vietnam. I 
presume you moved t o  Vietnam a long  w i t h  t h e  rest  of t h e  u n i t  
t h e  f i r s t  p a r t  of December, 1967? 

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q - D o  you r e c a l l  whether  you were w i t h  t h e  advance 
p a r t y  o r  t h e  main p a r t y ?  

A. I w a s  i n  the advance p a r t y ,  s i r .  A l l  of Cha r l i e  
Company w a s  i n  t h e  advance p a r t y .  

Q A l l  r i g h t ,  f i n e .  D i d  you r e c e i v e  any t r a i n i n g ?  
D i d  the unit r e c e i v e  any training upon a r r i v a l  i n  Vietnam 
pr ior  t o  going o p e r a t i o n a l ?  
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A. Yes, sir. They had a course  se t  up t h e r e  a t  t h e  
NCO academy. 

Q Where w a s  t h i s ?  

A. Th is  was down by Duc Pho. W e  d i d n ' t  g e t  as much 
as t h e  r e s t  of t h e  u n i t  d i d ,  because w e  w e r e  t h e  advance p a r t y  
t h e r e .  We had on ly  1 day of t h e  t r a i n i n g .  I b e l i e v e  it 
was a week o r  10 days ,  maybe, t h a t  t h e  m a j o r i t y  of them re-
ce ived .  But when we went o v e r ,  w e  had c l a s s e s  1 day. They 
j u s t  gave us more o r  less an abb rev ia t ed  cou r se ,  I guess ,  o f  
t h e  e n t i r e  t h i n g  t h a t  everybody goes through.  

Q I t  w a s  a r e g u l a r  program of i n s t r u c t i o n  then?  

A ,  I t  was a program of  i n s t r u c t i o n ,  s i r .  But w e  
had only 1 day of  it. 

Q. char  l i e '  Company? 

A. Yes, s ir .  

Q The rest of  t h a t  b a t t a l i o n  had a l o n g e r  p e r i o d  
of i n s t r u c t i o n ?  

A. They went t o  a course  of i n s t r u c t i o n ,  sir. I 
d o n ' t  know how long  it w a s .  

Q - What d i d  c h a r l i e  Company do wh i l e  t h e  res t  of  t h e  
b a t t a l i o n  was undergoing t h i s  i n s . t r u c t i o n ?  

A. Well,  t h e  rest of  t h e  b a t t a l i o n  w a s  n o t  t h e r e ,  sir. 
W e  took o f f  and were occupying--I c a n ' t  t h i n k  o f  t h e  name of 
t h e  p l a c e .  W e  were r i g h t  t h e r e  by Duc Pho, a l i t t l e  p l a c e  t o  
which they  moved us .  Anyway, t h a t ' s  where w e  w e r e ,  sir.  W e  
had o u r  de fense ,  and we were r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  t h e  defense  o f  
this a r e a .  W e  r a n  p a t r o l s ,  and I had my p l a t o o n  se t  up, and 
I had t h e  mor ta rs  se t  up on t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  n i g h t .  

U- The r e c o r d  shows, Se rgean t  MARONEY, that t h e  advance 
p a r t y  a r r i v e d  on o r  about  4 December 1967. The main body had 
a welcoming ceremony and a format ion  on o r  about 20 December 
1967, and t h e n  underwent, accord ing  t o  some tes t imony,  an 
approximate  3 weeks t o  a month t r a i n i n g  c y c l e ,  t r a i n i n g  
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program, and o r i e n t a t i o n  i n  count ry .  Do you r e c a l l  t h i s  
from 20 December--this 3 t o  4 week t r a i n i n g  program? 

A, W e  were t h e r e ,  s i r .  When w e  g o t  t h e r e ,  t h e  
advance p a r t y  I ' m  t a l k i n g  about--we were t h e r e  about  3 
weeks, between 2 and 3 weeks, b e f o r e  d e  rest of the  
u n i t  g o t  t h e r e .  W e  r a n ,  i f  you c a l l  it, a t r a i n i n g  c y c l e .  
W e  r a n  l o c a l  p a t r o l s  and ope ra t ed  g e n e r a l l y  i n  t h i s  a r e a  
on t h a t  Chris tmas.  I t  was about  t h e  f i r s t  of t h e  y e a r  when 
w e  l e f t  t h e r e .  The p a r t i c u l a r  u n i t  I was i n  moved sou th  
about  20 o r  30 mi l e s  t o  a p l a c e  c a l l e d  Sa Huynh. 

Q South of Duc Pho? 

A. I t  w a s  sou th  of  Duc Pho. And once aga in ,  by 
morning, w e  se t  up i n  t h e  f i e l d .  I w a s  a l s o  i n  charge of 
ano the r  u n i t ' s  mor t a r s  which were combined t h e r e  i n  one 
mor ta r  s e c t i o n .  The u n i t  o p e r a t e d  around t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  
a r e a  f o r  a p e r i o d  of  t i m e .  

Q - D o  you remember when C h a r l i e  Company went op-
e r a t i o n a l  and was d e c l a r e d  t o  be  an o p e r a t i o n a l  u n i t ?  O r  
was t h e r e  such a d e c l a r a t i o n  a s  you r e c a l l ?  

A .  You mean i n  Hawaii, s i r ?  

Q - No, i n  Vietnam. O r  d i d  you c o n s i d e r  your se lves  t o  
be o p e r a t i o n a l  when you a r r i v e d  t h e r e ?  

A. W e  were an o p e r a t i o n a l  u n i t .  W e  went over  t h e r e  
as a TO&E u n i t .  

Q D o  you r e c a l l  any i n s t r u c t i o n s  o r  t r a i n i n g  given 
i n  Vietnam concerning t h e  hand l ing  of p r i s o n e r s  of war and .  
d e t a i n e e s ,  Geneva Convention, and r u l e s  of engagement? 

A. The one day of  t r a i n i n g  t h a t  we had,  s i r ,  a t  
the NCO academy o r  wherever it was w e  took t h i s - - I  d o n ' t  
remember. I know w e  were the--I  remember one p a r t i c u l a r  
c l a s s  was outs t and ing .  I t  was on mines and booby t r a p s .  
I d o n ' t  remember a l l  t he  s u b j e c t s  t hey  covered.  

0. You do o r  do n o t  recal l  any t r a i n i n g  on t h e  sub-
jects that I have just i n d i c a t e d ?  
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A. I c o u l d n ' t  s a y  f o r  c e r t a i n ,  s i r .  

Q Se rgean t  MARONEY, I would l i k e  t o  show you E x h i b i t  
M - 2 ,  a c a r d  e n t i t l e d  "Nine Rules ."  Have you e v e r  seen  t h a t  
ca rd?  This  i s  t h e  a c t u a l  ca rd .  (LTC PATTERSON hands c a r d  t o  
t h e  w i t n e s s . )  

A. I d o n ' t  e v e r  throw anyth ing  away. I .couldn 't 
s a y  d e f i n i t e l y ,  s i r ,  t h a t  I have seen  one of  t h o s e  ca rds .  

Q .  Sergean t  MARONEY, I would l i k e  t o  show you E x h i b i t  
M - 3 ,  a c a rd  e n t i t l e d  "Enemy I n  Your Hands." Have you e v e r  s e e n  
t h a t  ca rd?  (LTC PATTERSON hands c a r d  t o  t h e  w i t n e s s . )  

A .  I d o n ' t  know, s ir ,  i f  I e v e r  s a w  t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  
c a r d  o r  n o t .  

PJ
Q. I would l i k e  t o  show you E x h i b i t  M - 4 ,  a ca rd  e n t i - C;r) 
t l e d  "Guidance For  Commanders I n  Vietnam." Have you eve r  s e e n  L3 
t h a t  ca rd?  (LTC PATTERSON hands c a r d  t o  t h e  w i t n e s s  .) 

A .  Y e s ,  s i r .  I have s e e n  t h a t  ca rd .  

Q. D o  you have a copy of  t h a t  c a r d  i n  your  w a l l e t ?  

A. Y e s ,  sir.  

(2. You r e c a l l  how you r ece ived  t h e  c a r d ,  Se rgean t
mZONEY? 

A. W e l l ,  t h e y  w e r e  passed  o u t  t o  us ,  s ir .  I d o n ' t  
I remember i f  t hey  w e r e  g iven  t o  us b e f o r e  w e  went t o  Vietnam, 

o r  a f t e r  we g o t  t o  Vietnam. I d o n ' t  remember when we g o t  
them, b u t  I know t h a t  t h e y  w e r e  passed o u t  t o  t h e  u n i t .  

Q. Was t h e r e  a series of  ca rds  o r  was it j u s t  t h e  
one card?  

A. Well,  t h i s  i s  t h e  on ly  one t h a t  I remember. There 
may have been o t h e r  c a r d s  passed  o u t  a t  o t h e r  t i m e s ,  b u t  t h i s  
i s  t h e  only  one t h a t  I remember. 

Q Do you remember t h e  i n s t r u c t i o n s  you g o t  concern-
i n g  t h e  use  of  o r  t h e  hand l ing  of t h o s e  ca rds?  
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A. No, s ir .  I d o n ' t  remember anyth ing  i n  p a r t i c u l a r .  

Q. Nothing concerning keeping them i n  your w a l l e t ,  o r  
p u t t i n g  them on your  person ,  o r  ma in t a in ing  them? 

A. Yes, s i r .  We a r e  supposed t o  keep them i n  o u r  
w a l l e t s - I s a i d  I d o n ' t  e v e r  throw anyth ing  away. I s t i l l  
have it. 

Q You a r e  supposed t o  keep them i n  your  posses s ion?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  

Q Concerning t h e  i n s t r u c t i o n s  on t h a t  c a r d ,  do you 
e v e r  r e c a l l  anybody g i v i n g  you any i n s t r u c t i o n s  t o  d e v i a t e  
from t h e  i n s t r u c t i o n s  on t h a t  ca rd?  

A. I d o n ' t  remember e v e r y t h i n g  t h a t ' s  on t h e  ca rd ,  
sir.  

Q Would you t a k e  a look a t  E x h i b i t  M-4? 

(Witness does a s .  r eques t ed .  ) 

Read it and s e e  i f  you can r e c a l l  anybody g iv ing  
you any i n s t r u c t i o n s  t o  d e v i a t e  from what t h a t  c a r d  s ays?  

(Witness does a s  r eques t ed .  ) 

A. No, s i r .  Not t h a t  I can remember. 

Q Sergean t  MARONEY, I have p l aced  i n  f r o n t  of you 
a v e r t i c a l  a e r i a l  photograph of My L a i  ( 4 )  ( ~ x h i b i tP-1) . I 
would l i k e  you t o  s tudy  t h a t  f o r  a few moments and become 
o r i e n t e d  i f  you can.  W e  w i l l  t a k e  a s h o r t  r e c e s s  w h i l e  you 
do t h a t .  

A. Is t h i s  n o r t h ,  s i r  ( i n d i c a t i n g ) ?  

Q . Y e s .  (LTC PATTERSON makes a n n o t a t i o n  upon t h e  
photograph.  The anno ta t ed  a e r i a l  photo i s  la te r  r ece ived  
and e n t e r e d  i n  ev idence  as E x h i b i t  P-131.) 

(The h e a r i n g  r e c e s s e d  a t  0935 hour s ,  31 December 
1969. ) 

(The h e a r i n g  reconvened a t  0939 h o u r s ,  31 
December 1 9  6 9 .  ) 
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LTC PATTERSON: The h e a r i n g  w i l l  come t o  o r d e r .  The fo l lowing  
named person  i s  p r e s e n t :  LTC PATTERSON. 

(The w i t n e s s  was reminded t h a t  he was s t i l l  under 
oa th ,  and he t e s t i f i e d  as fo l lows : )  

.Do you f e e l  as i f  you a r e  f a i r l y  o r i e n t e d  on t h i s  
photograph? 

A. Yes, s i r .  I ' m  f a i r l y  o r i e n t e d .  

Q I would l i k e  t o  g i v e  you a se t  of p i c t u r e s ,  p i c -
t u r e s  marked P-2 through P-42; P-56 through P-70; P-73 through 
P-120;  and P-123 through P-129. I would l i k e  t o  have you look 
a t  t h e s e  p i c t u r e s ,  s t udy  them. I f  you recognize  i n d i v i d u a l s  
o r  l o c a l i t i e s ,  whether  t h e y  are on t h e  a e r i a l  photograph o r  
n o t ,  any th ing  o r  any s p e c i f i c s  t h a t  you can r ecogn ize  t h a t  
can t i e  t h e s e  p i c t u r e s  t o  any p i e c e  of t e r r a i n  i n  Vietnam, 
the United S t a t e s ,  anywhere, I would l i k e  t o  have you p u t  
them i n  one s t a c k .  I ' m  n o t  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  whether  you saw 
'-.hese photos  i n  a magazine o r  i n  L i f e ,  o r  i n  -Time, o r  i n  t h e  
;lewspapers. I am i n t e r e s t e d  i n  i d e n t i f y i n g  t h e s e  photos  t o  
t h e  ground. 

A. A l l  r i g h t ,  s ir .  

LTC PATTERSON: W e ' l l  t a k e  a s h o r t  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  r e c e s s  
wh i l e  you look a t  t h e s e  p i c t u r e s ,  and we w i l l  reconvene when 
you are through.  

(The h e a r i n g  r e c e s s e d  a t  0942 h o u r s ,  31 December 
1969. ) 

(The h e a r i n g  reconvened a t  1 0  30 hour s ,  
3 1  December 1969.) 

LTC PATTERSON: The h e a r i n g  w i l l  come t o  o r d e r .  The fo l lowing  
named person  i s  p r e s e n t :  LTC PATTERSON: 

(The w i t n e s s  was reminded t h a t  he was s t i l l  under 
o a t h ,  and he t e s t i f i e d  as fo l lows : )  

What I would l i k e  t o  do now, Se rgean t  MARONEY, i s  
t a k e  t h i s  map and t h e  a e r i a l  photo,  and you and I w i l l  t r y  t o  

-
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r e l i v e  and document on t h e  photo a s  much of  t h e  morning of 16 
March as we p o s s i b l y  can.  I would l i k e  t o  mark t h e  photo w i t h  
you o r  have you mark it and i d e n t i f y  c e r t a i n  a c t i v i t i e s  a s  
b e s t  you can r e c a l l .  F i r s t  of a l l ,  l e t ' s  go back t o  t h e  1 5 t h  
of March, t h e  day b e f o r e  t h i s  o p e r a t i o n .  Do you r e c a l l  r ece iv -
i n g  a b r i e f i n g ?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  W e  had a b r i e f i n g  i n  t h e  l a t e  a f t e r n o o n  
o r  evening b e f o r e  t h e  o p e r a t i o n .  

Q Who gave you t h i s  b r i e f i n g ?  

A. Capta in  MEDINA, t h e  company commander, s i r .  

Q - Can you t e l l  us t h e  subs t ance  of what h e  s a i d  as 
b e s t  as you can r e c a l l ?  

A. W e l l ,  I remember some of  t h e  h igh  p o i n t s  of it, 
sir. I remember i n  p a r t i c u l a r  t h a t  accord ing  t o  t h e  i n f o r -
mation he had r e c e i v e d ,  t h e  on ly  t h i n g  i n  t h i s  v i l l a g e  i n t o  
which we were t o  go were t h e  VC o r  VC sympath izers .  W e  were 
t o  move i n t o  t h e  v i l l a g e  a t  a  des igna t ed  t ime and d e s t r o y  
eve ry th ing  w i t h i n  t h e  v i l l a g e .  We were t o l d  t h a t  any th ing  
w e  l e f t  i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  t o  i n c l u d e  animals ,  c rops ,  o r  any-
t h i n g  of t h i s  n s t u r e  which x ~ sn o t  des t royed  wclr-ld- he 
a i d i n g  t h e  VC. Also,  ano the r  comment made by Captain  MEDINA 
was t h a t  p r i a r  t o  t h i s  o p e r a t i o n  we had l o s t  s e v e r a l  people ,  
some by mines and some by combat f i r e .  And he made a comment 
t o  the company t h a t  t hey  had been w a i t i n g  f o r  a chance t o  g e t  
even w i t h  t h e  people  f o r  what t hey  had done t o  some of  ou r  
people .  And he c a l l e d  o f f  some of t h e  names a t  t h a t  t i m e  
o f  t h o s e  who had been h u r t  o r  k i l l e d .  I d o n ' t  remember t h e  
names, b u t  he  s a i d :  "This  i s  o u r  chance. " 

Q Q 

Would you say  t h a t  t h i s  w a s  an  inflammatory b r i e f -
i n g ,  des igned  t o  g e t  t h e  men "up" f o r  a b i g  o p e r a t i o n ?  

A. I t h i n k  it w a s  a s t a t e m e n t ,  s i r ,  t o  b o o s t  t h e  
morale of  t h e  people ,  t o  i n s u r e  t h a t  t hey  w e r e  i n  h igh  
s p i r i t s  and ready t o  go i n t o  t h i s  t h i n g .  A s  I unders tood 
it, when w e  went i n t o  i t ,  t h i s  was--there was a  un i t - - I  d o n ' t  
remember t h e  s i ze - -ba t t a l i on - s i ze - -o r  company-size, VC--they 
were supposed t o  b e  i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  a t  t h a t  t ime .  And I t h i n k  
t h a t  he d e f i n i t e l y  wanted t h e  people  ready f o r  any th ing  t h a t  
w a s  t h e r e  when they  h i t  t h e  ground. 
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Q Did anyone e l s e  g ive  a b r i e f i n g  o r  was it a l l  
conducted by Captain MEDINA? 

A. The only one I remember t a l k i n g  t o  the  company, 
s i r ,  was Captain MEDINA. 

Q Did Captain MEDINA say anything about personnel  
t h a t  you would f i n d  i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  o t h e r  than  the VC u n i t s  
t h a t  you have a l ready mentioned? 

A. The only comment t h a t  was made, s i r ,  about per-
sonnel  i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  was t h a t  everyone i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  w a s  
e i t h e r  VC o r  VC sympathizers.  We were t o  move i n t o  the  v i l l a g e  
and completely des t roy  it. 

Q Did you have a p la toon l e a d e r  f o r  your mortar p la-
toon? 

A.  I d i d n ' t  have a p la toon l eader  wi th  me, s i r ,  a t  
that time. I had p a r t  of t h e  p la toon on the  opera t ion ,  and 
t i lc  platoon l e a d e r  was with t h e  r e s t  of t h e  p la toon up on 
LZ Uptight.  

Q Was your p la toon l e a d e r  a t  t h a t  b r i e f i n g ?  

n
a&. Y e s ,  sir .  Thc e n t i r c  caxpsny was a t  t h a t  S r i c f i n g ,  
sir.  He b r i e f e d  t h e  e n t i r e  company. He d i d  t h i s  i n  some cases--
he assembled t h e  company out--we were on LZ Dottie--he assem-
b led  the  comjany, and he drew more o r  l e s s  an o u t l i n e  on the  
ground, t h e  layout  of t h e  v i l l a g e ,  the  manner i n  which we were 
t o  go i n t o  t h e  v i l l a g e .  

Q How d i d  he s t a t e  t h a t ?  Do you r e c a l l  t h a t  l i t t l e  
ske tch  he made on t h e  ground, o r  any of t h e  p a r t i c u l a r s  about 
i t ?  

A. No, sir. I d o n ' t  remember t h e  exac t  en t rance  t o  
the  vi l lage--I 'm looking a t  t h e  a e r i a l  photograph here--I  
th ink  we must have en te red  from the  w e s t ,  poss ib ly  the  w e s t  
s i d e  of t h e  v i l l a g e .  

Q Did you o r  d i d  your  p la toon l eader  conduct a 
b r i e f i n g  of t h e  mortar platoon? 
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A. No, s i r .  My people  were a t  t h e  b r i e f i n g  t h e  com-
pany commander made. W e  had a company format ion ,  s ir .  There 
w a s  a gun p o s i t i o n  t h e r e  w i t h  a b i g  hunk of d i r t ,  and w e  s a t  
down. He b r i e f e d  t h e  e n z i r e  company on t h e  o p e r a t i o n  a t  t h a t  
t ime.  Then, c f  course, after t h a t  ,we cl~eckedto see t h a t  a l l  
of o u r  equipment was ready t o  go and eve ry th ing .  W e  were 
prepared  t o  move o u t  when i t  came t i m e  t o  move o u t .  

Q. What t ime of  day was t h i s ?  Do you r e c a l l ?  

A. I t  w a s  t h e  fo l lowing  morning, s i r .  

Q - The b r i e f i n g ?  

A. I t  was l a t e  i n  t h e  a f t e r n o o n ,  s i r .  I ' d  say an 
hour  b e f o r e  dark  o r  p o s s i b l y  l o n g e r  t h a n  t h a t .  I t  could 've  
been 5 o ' c l o c k  i n  t h e  a f t e rnoon ;  it cou ld 've  been 6 .  
I c o u l d n ' t  s ay .  

Q Other  t han  f o r  t h i s  b r i e f i n g ,  was t h e r e  any o t h e r  
reason  t h a t  t h e  company was. c a l l e d  t o g e t h e r  t h a t  you r e c a l l ?  

A. Not t h a t  I can r e c a l l ,  s i r .  He j u s t  wanted t h e  
company assembled,  and w e  a l l  assembled down t h e r e .  He went, 
L ~ ~ nu,c;ll, acc? expla ined  t z l  2s  &,o'c;t t h z  ~ ~ c r 3 r t i c cGI'~ - . 7 L 4 - hVVIL.LCIIL we 
w e r e  going.  

Q *  Do you r e c a l l  a memorial s e r v i c e  on t h a t  day,  o r  
around t h i s  t ime? 

A. .No, s i r .  We had a memorial se rv ice- -wai t  a  minute--
w e  had one a t  D o t t i e ,  and we had one on LZ Upt igh t ,  I b e l i e v e ,  
p r i o r  t o  t h a t  t ime.  I d o n ' t  know i f  w e  had one on t h a t  day 
o r  no t .  I know we d i d  have a couple  o f  memorial s e r v i c e s .  
I c o u l d n ' t  s ay .  

Q .  T o  t h e  b e s t  of your  r e c o l l e c t i o n ,  t hen ,  t h i s  corn-
pany format ion,  o r  grouping,  o r  g a t h e r i n g  w a s  f o r  t h e  s o l e  
purpose of  t h e  b r i e f i n g  f o r  t h e  n e x t  d a y ' s  o p e r a t i o n ?  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q To t h e  b e s t  you r e c a l l ?  

A.  Y e s ,  s i r .  W e  were t o l d  a t  t h a t  t ime t h a t  we were 
go ing  on t h a t  o p e r a t i o n .  
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Q . L e t ' s  go t o  t h e  morning of t h e  16 th  of March, 1968. 

We've had tes t imony t o  i n d i c a t e  t h a t  t h e  l and ing  zone f o r  t h e  

o p e r a t i o n  w a s  somewhere t o  t h e  w e s t  of  t h e  v i l l a g e  of  My L a i  

( 4 ) .  Does t h i s  j i b e  w i t h  your  r e c o l l e c t i o n ?  


A. W e l l ,  a s  I s a i d  b e f o r e ,  s i r ,  I c o u l d n ' t  s ay  

d e f i n i t e l y ;  But I t h i n k  w e  must have gone i n  on t h e  r i c e  

paddy on t h e  l e f t -hand  s i d e .  I c a n ' t  say t h e  e x a c t  s p o t ,  b u t  

I know t h a t  t h e  chopper on which I was, s e t  down i n  t h e  rice 

paddy j u s t  s h o r t  of t h e  hedgerow t h a t  l e d  i n t o  the v i l l a g e .  


Q - You p o i n t e d  h e r e  on t h e  a e r i a l  photo j u s t  t o  t h e  
w e s t  of My Lai  ( 4 )  . Remembering t h a t  t h e  s c a l e  of  t h i s  photo  
is  1 inch  equals 80 meters, can w e  i d e n t i f y  o r  can you t e l l  u s ,  
looking  a t  t h e  t e r r a i n  f e a t u r e s ,  approximately  where you feel  
you s t epped  o u t  of your  h e l i c o p t e r ?  

A. Well,  w e ,  s i r ,  were about--I would s a y  about 1 0 0  c3 
meters  s h o r t  of t h e  v i l l a g e ,  o r  150 meters  s h o r t  of t h e  v i l l a g e .  CT) 
I t  must have been,  s a y ,  back i n  t h i s  a r e a  h e r e  ( i n d i c a t i n g ) . I t  
could have been f a r t h e r  n o r t h .  It  could have been f a r t h e r  sou th .  
I c o u l d n ' t  s ay  f o r  s u r e .  03 

c-4 

Q . L e t  t h e  r e c o r d  r e f l e c t  t h a t  t h e  w i t n e s s  is po in t - 

i n g  t o  a p o i n t  t h a t  we w i l l  subsequent ly  mark a s  1 on t h e  

-hot0 ( l a t e r  E x h i b i t  P-131). Is t h a t  about where you say  

you landed? 


A. A s  f a r  as I could  say ,  s i r ,  it was i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y .  

Q. Do you r e c a l l  on which l i f t  of choppers you were? 

A. Yes, s i r .  I b e l i e v e  my people  were on t h e  l a s t  

two choppers t h a t  went i n .  


. Q *  Of t h e  f i r s t  l i f t ?  

A .  W e  had on ly  one l i f t ,  s i r .  I b e l i e v e  w e  had 

n i n e  choppers t h a t . t o o k  us  i n .  I b e l i e v e  we- had only one 

l i f t ,  s i r ,  and we were t h e  l a s t  ones  on t h e  ground. 


:.I. Previous  tes t imony,  Se rgean t  MARONEY, i n d i c a t e d  

t h e r e  w e r e  n i n e  s l i c k s .  They made one pickup o u t  of D o t t i e  

and i n s e r t e d ,  and then  t h e  n i n e  s l i c k s  went back and came 

back a second t ime and i n s e r t e d .  Does t h a t  r e f r e s h  your  

memory on t h a t  a t  a l l ?  
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A.  I t ' s  p o s s i b l e  t h a t  t hey  could have,  s i r .  Then, i f  
s o ,  w e  were on t h e  las t  s h i p  of  t h e  second l i f t ,  because w e  
were t he  l a s t  ones i n .  

0 e Troops w e r e  s l r eddy  on t h e  ground when you go t  
o f f  your s h i p ?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  

Q 'What d i d  you do once you a r r i v e d  on t h e  ground a t  
point 1 on t h e  a e r i a l  photo,  Se rgean t  MARONEY? 

A. Well ,  when w e  h i t  t h e  ground, I g o t  my people  o f f  
t he  chopper.  I moved them a s h o r t  d i s t a n c e  from it. 

52 . Which d i r e c t i o n  now? 

A. Towards t h e  v i l l a g e .  

Q . Eas t?  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  If  w e  went i n  on t h e  w e s t  s i d e ,  it 
would have been e a s t .  

Tav:zrds t h e  ezs t  cf t kc  illag age, the=? 

A. A very  s h o r t  d i s t a n c e .  W e  s t a y e d  down u n t i l  t h e  
choppers l i f t e d  o f f ,  and we immediately set  up the mor ta rs .  
I c o n t a c t e d  t h e  company commander who was--I would s a y ,  s i r ,  
probably about  t h i s  hedgerow h e r e ,  o r  p o s s i b l y  up i n  t h i s  
area right here. 

Q.  The w i t n e s s  i s  p o i n t i n g  t o  an a r e a  approximately  
150  meters s o u t h  of t h e  nor thwes t  edge of  t h e  v i l l a g e .  You 
think Capta in  MEDINA was l o c a t e d  h e r e ?  

A. H e  was j u s t  s h o r t  of t h e  hedgerow, s i r .  

Q Would you point aga in  to--

A .  ( ~ n t e r p o s i n g )  W e l l ,  I would s a y  r i g h t  about i n  
this area, right i n  h e r e  somewhere, s i r .  

Q - Mark as p o i n t  2 approximate l o c a t i o n  of Captain  
MECINA, Can you p o i n t  t o  approximately  where you t h i n k  you 
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se t  up t h e  mor t a r s  t h e  f i r s t  t i m e ,  immediately a f t e r  the ships 
depa r t ed?  

A. S i r ,  it was between 15, 2 0 ,  25,  o r  30 meters  f r o m  
where w e  g o t  off t h e  choppers.  W e  d i d n ' t  move very far. W e  
went ahead and s e t  up because I saw t h e  h e a d q u a r t e r s  group over 
h e r e .  So I went ahead and set  up back here ( i n d i c a t i n g )  be-
h i n d  t h e  headqua r t e r s  group,  and I would say  p o s s i b l y  just n o r t h  
o r  maybe halfway between. 

Q The w i t n e s s  is  p o i n t i n g  between 1 and 2.' Mark 
a s  p o i n t  3:\ this i s  t h e  i n i t i a l  mor ta r  p o s i t i o n .  How many 
people  w e r e  i n - y o u r  mor t a r  platoon and w i t h  you du r ing  t h i s  
setup procedure? 

A. I had e i g h t  o r  n i n e  p e o p l e ,  sir. W e  had only one 
gun wi th  us.  

Q . What w a s  t h e  f u n c t i o n  of t h e s e  e i g h t  o r  n i n e  people?  

A .  The i r  f u n c t i o n s  were computers, mor ta r  gunners ,  
a s s i s t a n t  gunners ,  and ammunition b e a r e r s .  

Q How many ammo b e a r e r s  d id  you have? How many were 
c a r r y i n g  ammunition f o r  you r  mor t a r s?  How many rounds did 
you c a r r y  w i th  you? 

A. I had t h r e e  peop le  c a r r y i n g  ammunition, s i r .  I 
b e l i e v e  they  c a r r i e d  f o u r  rounds p e r  man, which would have meant 
a t o t a l  o f  1 2  rounds.  I b e l i e v e  w e  c a r r i e d  1 2  rounds,  possi-
b l y  1 6 .  I ' m  n o t  s u r e .  

Would you t h e n  r e l a t e  w h e r e  you went from p o s i t i o n  

A. From p o s i t i o n  3 ,  s i r ,  when t h e  h e a d q u a r t e r s  
element moved, w e  moved r i g h t  o u t  and fol lowed t h e  head-
q u a r t e r s  e lement  th rough  t h e  v i l l a g e .  

Q e  D o  you r e c a l l  where you went through this villago,,  
ti?-,e c z t e r ,  -i;iie edge? 

A. I couldnft s a y  d e f i n i t e l y ,  s i r .  I f  t h e  h e a d q u a r t e r s  
el.ement was l o c a t e d  h e r e ,  w e  more o r  less went s t r a i g h t  into 
t h e  v i l l a g e .  
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& - S t r a i g h t  i n t o  t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

A. I t  appears  t h x t  w e  went s t r a i g h t  i n t o  t h e  v i l l a g e .  

Q o  Did you fol low a t r a i l  o r  road  o r  d i d  you walk i n  
r ice paddies?  

A. There were t r a i l s  and roads  a l l  through t h e  v i l l a g e ,  
s i r .  A s  w e  d i d  most of t h e  t ime ,  we went on a t r a i l  o r  t h e  road.  
I n  some cases  t h e r e  were c o r n f i e l d s  which appear  h e r e  i n  one 
of t h e  p i c t u r e s ,  where we c u t  down t h e  corn  and v a r i o u s  o t h e r  
crops  t h a t  people  were d e s t r o y i n g .  

Q - D o  you f e e l  t h a t  you were i n  t h e  approximate cen-
t e r  a s  you went through it o r  do you have any f e e l  f o r  t h a t ?  

A. I d o n ' t  know, s i r .  

& . You w e r e  on a t r a i l ?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  From t i m e  t o  t ime.  

Q o Was it a l a r g e  t r a i l  o r  sma l l  t r a i l ?  

A - Kell, i , k  viasn't a ~ a j o rroad, s i r .  W e  just z o r e  
or l e s s  worked ou r  way through t h e  v i l l a g e  a s  we went. 

0 What do you r e c a l l  s e e i n g  upon e n t e r i n g  t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

A. W e l l ,  t h e r e  w e r e  a l o t  of  b u i l d i n g s .  

0- Exac t ly  what do you mean? What's t h e  f i r s t  t h i n g  
you reca.l.1 upon e n t e r i n g  t h e  v i l l a g e ?  Anything s i g n i f i c a n t ?  

A. Well ,  t h e  f i r s t  t h i n g  t h a t  I saw s t i l l  remains i n  
my meinory. I guess  t h e  s t r o n g e s t  t h i n g  i s  when I s t a r t e d  see-
i n g  dead people  i n  t h e  v i l l a g e .  

Q - I n  your s t a t e m e n t  t o  M r .  THOMPSON of t h e  C I D ,  on 
2 3  Septeinber 1969, you i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  r i g h t  a f t e r  g e t t i n g  
i n t o  the v i l l a g e ,  and I 'm quo t ing :  "One of t h e  chopper 
p i l o t r  r ad ioed  t h a t  he  had s i g h t e d  a weapon on o u r  f l a n k . "  

A. Th is  w a s  about a t  t h i s  l o c a t i o n  of 2 h e r e ,  s ir .  
The 1st and 2d P la toons  were a l r e a d y  up i n  t h e  hedgerow i n  t h e  
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village when w e  g o t  on t h e  ground. 

Q.  Do you r e c a l l  how t h e  p l a toons  were o r i e n t e d ?  

11. . I  c o u l d n ' t  say f o r  s u r e ,  s i r .  But I t h i n k  t h e  1st 
I-'latoon was p o s s i b l y  on t h e  r i g h t  ansd t h e  2d P la toon  on t h e  
l e f t .  E i t h e r  t h a t  o r  v i c e  v e r s a ,  1 c o u l d n ' t  s a y  f o r  s u r e  
which it was, s i r .  I know t h e  3d Pla toon  h a d n ' t  been deploy-
ed ,  They w e r e  back h e r e  a t  t h i s  t i m e .  

Q o Behind you? 

A. Yes, s i r ,  j u s t  about on l i n e  w i t h  us .  And when 
t h e  company commander t o l d  t h e  3d P la toon  l e a d e r  t h a t  a weap-
on had been s i g h t e d ,  he s e n t  one of  h i s  squads over  t o  p i ck  
it up. I t h i n k  it was back t o  t h e  s o u t h e a s t  where h i s  p la -
toon w a s  l o c a t e d  a t  t h a t  t i m e .  So it would have been down 
h e r e  nea r  t h e  co rne r  of t h e  v i l l a g e  somewhere. 

Q The w i t n e s s  i s  p o i n t i n g  t o  t h e  sou thwes t  co rne r  
of t h e  v i l l a g e .  Can you, w i th  t h e  t r e e  l i n e s  o r  w i t h  any o f  
t h e s e  f i e l d s ,  make any r e f e r e n c e ?  

A. I t  could have p o s s i b l y  been down h e r e ,  s ir .  I t  
could have p o s s i b l y  been over  here. I c o u l d n ' t  say  f o r  s u r e .  

intk;i;;  area 'I---' . -A  ' - - A  -----;2 a S ~ ~ ~ ; ; h e r e  LA,aL.  Wt: L C  IIIQLking4. 
This  i s  t h e  p o i n t  where t h e  3d Pla toon  went t o  r e i r i e v e  a weap-
on? 

A. Yes, s ir .  

Q Was it j u s t  l a y i n g  i n  the  a r e a  the , re  cr what? 

A. W e l l ,  t h e  chopper had been f i r i n g  over  t h e r e .  
There had been some f i r i n g  going on, and I unders tand  t h e r e  
was a man a v e r  t h e r e ,  and p o s s i b l y  he had been k i l l e d .  And 
he d i d  have a weapon. I d o n ' t  know--now d o n ' t  quo te  me, sir-- j 

you say he had been o r  h a d n ' t  been.  I w a s n ' t  over  t h e r e .  

Q You s t a t e d  t h a t  t h i s  3d P l a toon  e lement  was s e n t  
by Captain  I E D I N A ?  

A. Yes, s i r ,  o r  by t h e  p l a toon  l e a d e r .  H e  t o l d  t h e  
p l a toon  l e a d e r  t o  send a squad over  t h e r e  t o  g e t  t h e  weapon. 
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Q - And t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  who had t h i s  weapon was r e p o r t -
ed  t o  have been k i l l e d  by whom? 

A. I guess he must 've  been--if  he was k i l l e d ,  he was 
k i l l e d  by probably t h e  chopper p i l o t ,  s i r .  I d o n ' t  know. 

Q How d i d  you g e t  t h i s  in format ion?  How were you 
aware of  t h i s  i n fo rma t ion?  

A. Well,  a t  t h a t  t i m e  I was r i g h t  behind t h e  company 
headqua r t e r s ,  and t h e  3d P la toon  was d i r e c t l y  behind me. We 
were p r e t t y  c l o s e  t o g e t h e r  t h e r e .  

Q e D i d  you hea r  t h i s  by r a d i o ,  o r  by vo ice ,  or--

A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  The f i r s t  n o t i f i c a t i o n  I g o t  of t h i s  
w a s  when t h e  company commander c a l l e d  t h e  3d P la toon  l e a d e r  
and t o l d  him t h a t  t h e r e  w a s  a weapon.and t o  send  a  squad over  
and p i ck  it up. 

0 Cal l ed  by r a d i o  o r  by vo ice?  

A. Yes. 

0 B y  r a d i o  o r  by vo ice?  

A.  B y  r a d i o .  And he s e n t  a group of people  ove r ,  and 
they  s t a r t e d  back wi thou t  it. He n o t i f i e d  t h e  company comman-
d e r ,  and t h e  second t ime he  h o l l e r e d  and t o l d  him t o  go over  
t h e r e  w i th  them and g e t  t h a t  weapon. And they  went ove r ,  a s  
I unders tand ,  and g o t  t h e  weapon. I d idn  t s e e  t h e  weapon, 
b u t  t5sy c m e  back and r e p o r t e d  i t  was taken  c a r e  o f .  

Q And t h e  p l ace  t h a t  t h e  3d P la toon  e lement  was d i s -
patc3sd t o  r ecove r  t h e  weapon i s  i n d i c a t e d  by 4 on our  a e r i a l  
photo,  is t h a t  c o r r e c t ?  

A. ~ p p r o x i m a t e l y ,  t o  t h e  b e s t  of my knowledge, s i g h t .  

Q . You had a r a d i o ,  Se rgean t  MARONEY? 

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  

Q Were you c a r r y i n g  t h e  r a d i o ?  
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A. Y e s ,  s i r .  I c a r r i e d  the r a d i o .  I don't know i f  
I c a r r i e d  it t h e  e n t i r e  t ime o r  n o t ,  b u t  I was carryin 'g  the 
r a d i o .  I n  f a c t ,  t h e r e ' s  a p i c t u r e  here where I was c a r r y i n g  
it. 

Q. You monitored company n e t s ?  

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q . What was your  c a l l  s i g n ?  Do you r e c a l l ?  

A. Diamondhead C h a r l i e  4 0 ,  I b e l i e v e .  

Q .  Who w a s  C h a r l i e  81? 

A. Tha t  i s  t h e  mortar  s e c t i o n  l e a d e r .  T h a t ' s  t h e  
FDC . 
Q And your  c a l l  s i g n  was Diamondhead C h a r l i e  4Q? 

A. Y e s ,  sir. W e  cou ld  have p o s s i b l y  been us ing  8 1  
a t  t h a t  t i m e .  I c o u l d n ' t  say f o r  c e r t a i n ,  sir. 

Q You d o n ' t  r e c a l l  whether  o r  n o t  81 w a s  w i t h  you 
o r  no t?  

A. W e l l ,  w e  on ly  had one r a d i o ,  s i r .  

Q What about  t h e  element a t  Upt igh t?  

A. They had a r a d i o  up a t  t h e i r  l o c a t i o n ,  a l s o .  

Q a Do you r e c a l l  t h e i r  c a l l  s i g n ?  

A. The p l a t o o n ,  sir--let m e  back up a minute.  The 
p la toon  l e a d e r ' s  c a l l  s i g n  was 4 0 ,  my c a l l  s i g n  was 4 0  Mike, 
and t h e  FDC% was 81. 

Q - The FDC was w i t h  you o r  was he a t  Upt igh t?  

A. Wel l ,  we had a FDC i n  bo th  p l a c e s ,  sir. 

Q • Olcay, what was t h e  c a l l  s i g n  of t h e  FDC w i t h  you? 
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A. I t  w a s  81 i f  w e  used t h e  FDC, b u t  I d o n ' t  know i f  
w e  used it o r  n o t  a t  t h a t  t i m e .  I t h i n k  probably they  j u s t  
used my c a l l  s i g n .  

c2 Then what happened a f t e r  t h e  3d P l a toon  was d i s -
patched t o  r ecove r  t h i s  weapon? Then what d i d  you do? 

A. W e l l ,  when they  r e t u r n e d ,  s i r ,  t h i s  i s  when they  
e n t e r e d  t h e  v i l l a g e , '  a f t e r  t h e  weapon had been recovered .  

Q - Did you s t a y  c l o s e  t o  t h e  command group? 

A. We fol lowed t h e  command group,  s ir .  W e  were c l o s e  
t o  them sometimes, and sometimes w e  w e r e n ' t  t o o  c l o s e .  Some-
t imes we were i n s i d e  of them, sometimes w e  were up w i t h  them, 
and sometimes w e  were a s h o r t  d i s t a n c e  behind them. 

9 About how long d i d  you leave,  your mor ta r  p l aced  
i n  p o s i t i o n  3? 

A. W e l l ,  w e  l e f t  it s e t  up from t h e  t i m e  w e  g o t  on 
t h e  ground u n t i l  we e n t e r e d  t h e  v i l l a g e .  I ' d  s a y  approximate-
l y  30 minutes o r  p o s s i b l y  a l i t t l e  b i t  longer .  

(Im D o  you r e c a l l  about  what t ime of day t h i s  might 
have been? 

A.  No, s ir .  I would s a y  . a b o u t t h e  middle of t h e  
morning, maybe l a t e r .  

Q The r e c o r d s ,  tes t imony w e  have,  and t h e  logs  of  
t h i s  o p e r a t i o n  i n d i c a t e  t h a t  t h e  l and ing  zone was secu red  and 
t h e  l i f t  completed about 0750 hours  i n  t h e  morning? 

A, I was t h i n k i n g  t h a t  it was a l i t t l e  l a t e r  t han  
t h a t  when w e  went in t he re !  s ir .  P o s s i b l y  it was. I d o n ' t  
remember t h e  t ime.  

Q - A11 r i g h t .  But f o r  a p e r i o d  of t ime ,  you set  up 
i n .  t h i s  p o s i t i o n .  When t h e  p l a t o o n  s t a r t e d  moving through 
the  v i l l a g e ,  you then  d i s p l a c e d  your  mor ta rs?  

APP T-51 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 



FOR O F F I C I A L  USE ONLY 

A. We d i sp laced  the. mortar a t  t h a t  t ime,  s ir .  W e  
hand-carried it through t h e  remainder of t h e  opera t ion  i n  t h e  
v i l l a g e .  We d id  n o t  set it up any more. 

Q. . You rece ived  no f i re  mission f o r  your mortars  
t h a t  day? 

A. No, s i r .  The only t h i n g  t h a t  we were t o l d ,  i n  
f a c t ,  i s  t h e  following. When I came up h e r e ,  I s e t  t h e  mor-
t a r  up fac ing  e a s t .  I repor ted  t o  t h e  company commander t h a t  
we were i n  p o s i t i o n  and ready t o  f i r e ,  and he  s a i d :  "Standby. 
If we have a t a r g e t ,  I w i l l  c a l l  you." And they  never c a l l e d  
a t a r g e t  t o  us .  

Q a J u s t  f o r  t h e  record ,  Sergeant MARONEY, would you 
s t a t e  t h e  s i z e  of t h e  mortar and i t s  range? 

A. I t ' s  an 81mm mortar ,  and with t h e  new type ammuni-
t i o n  it w i l l  f i r e  about 4 , 5 0 0  meters,  and wi th  t h e  o l d  type  of 
ammunition it w i l l  f i r e  3 , 6 0 0  meters.  I b e l i e v e  t h a t  day we 
were ca r ry ing  t h e  o l d  type  ammunition, s o  it would be about 
3 , 6 0 0  meters.  

Q And t h e  minimum range? 

A. The minimum range with t h e  new type  ammunition was 
w i t h i n  15 mete?- of .the b a s s  p la te ,  and t h e  old type  I doii ' t  
know. It w i l l  f i r e  about 50 meters.  

Q When you moved through t h e  v i l l a g e  wi th  t h e  
command group, o r  s h o r t l y  a f t e r  they went through t h e r e ,  
I be l i eve  you i n d i c a t e d  e a r l i e r  t h a t  you saw s e v e r a l  dead 
people l y i n g  around t h e  area?  

A. Yes, sir.  

Q What's t h e  next  t h i n g  t h a t  you r e c a l l ?  You can pu t
yourse l f  back i n t o  when you f i r s t  en te red  t h e  vi l lage--about  
any of t h e s e  dead pcopl-e, o r  any of these  o t h e r  th ings  t h a t  
you saw, Were they s o l d i a r s ,  t h e s e  dead people.  Who were 
they? W1la.t did they look l i k e ?  

A. Well, t h e  dead people t h a t  I saw throughout t h e  
v i l l a g e  a:c-ea were men, women, and ch i ld ren .  I d i d n ' t  s e e  
any p a r t i c u l a r  uniform. 
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Q . Were t h e r e  l a r g e  groups of them o r  were there--

A.  ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  No, s i r .  Not tha . t .  I Taw only t h i s  
one c a s e  l y i n g  on t h e  t r a i l .  I t h i n k  maybe t h i s  p i c t u r e  might 
be--

Q ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  W e  w i l l  a t t e m p t  t o  i d e n t i f y  t h a t  
p i c t u r e  a t  a l a t e r  t ime.  What was t h e  miss ion  of t h e  mor ta r  
p l a toon  a s  you were p rog res s ing  through t h e  v i l l a g e  c a r r y i n g  
the mor ta r ,  and your base  p l a t e ,  and your  computer boards?  
What w e r e  you and your p l a t o o n  accomplishing? 

A. Well,  o u r  pla toon-- the  miss ion  of t h e  mortar  of 
course  was t o  suppor t  t h e  r i f l e  p l a toons .  W e  a l s o  a s s i s t e d  
i n  d e s t r o y i n g  crops  and burn ing  some of t h e  b u i l d i n g s .  J u s t  
follolwing beh ind  t h e  squads which were mopping up I guess 
you might ca l l  it. 

Q . Were a l l  of  t h e  b u i l d i n g s ,  hootches ,  and s t r u c t u r e s  
be ing -bu rned?  

A .  I d o n ' t  know i f  t hey  were a l l  burned o r  n o t ,  s ir .  

Q W e l l ,  i f  you came a c r o s s  them, were t hey  be ing  
hn,,--n*J?
U M L A A L - r  

A. Y e s ,  t hey  were be ing  burned a t  t h a t  t ime.  My 
people  mainly c u t  down t h e  crops  and s t u f f  l i k e  t h a t .  J u s t  
shout the  m a j o r i t y  of t h e  b u i l d i n g s ,  when w e  g o t  t o  them7-and 
as filz as t h e  l i v e s t o c k  and t h e  people  goes- -a l l  t h e  r i f l e  
companies had a l r eady  been through t h e r e ,  s o  t h a t  had a l -
rezdy b z e a  accomplished.  

a n  If you a c c e p t ,  Se rgean t  MARONEY, t h e  f a c t  t h a t  
t h e  o p e r a t i o n  began through t h e  v i l l a g e  somewhere around 
8 : 0 0  i n  t h e  morning a f t e r ,  I presume, a r e o r g a n i z a t i o n a l  
phase a f t e r  t h e  l a n d i n g ,  how long  do you t h i n k  it took,  
zs you best r e c a l l ,  and do you have any r e f e r e n c e s  t h a t  you 
can recall u1t:i.l you were on the f a r  end of t h e  v i l l a g e ,  
e a s t  of j. t'? 

A, Fscm t h e  t i m e  we landed u n t i l  we g o t  t o  t h e  e a s t  
,of tlae v i l l a g e ,  s i r ,  I wauld say  probably--my people  probably 
took 2 hou r s .  O r  it cou2d've been 30 minutes ,  o r  an hour o r  
more, o r  p o s s i b l y  less. 
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Q - DO you r e c a l l  e a t i n g  lunch t h a t  day? 

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q. Where? 

A. W e  had gone through t h e  v i l l a g e  and came back.  
I d o n ' t  know on what s i d e  o f  t h e  v i l l a g e  w e  were. I have 
one. p i c t u r e  here--

CI . ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Do you r e c a l l  where you a t e ?  D i d  
you e a t  lunch on t h e  e a s t  end of t h e  v i l l a g e  o r  were you 
i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  when you a te  lunch? 

A. I t  appeared t o  m e  we w e r e  t o  t h e  end of  t h e  
v i l l a g e  and then  doubled back down t h e  s i d e  of t h e  v i l l a g e ,  
and w e  s t a r t e d - -

Q - ( ~ n t e r p o s i n g )  Back down t h e  s i d e .  Would t h a t  
be  t o  t h e  sou th?  

A. I b e l i e v e  t h a t  would be  on t h e  n o r t h  s i d e  of  t h e  
v i l l a g e .  I b e l i e v e ,  s i r ,  we had t h e  noon meal on t h e  north 
s i d e  of t h e  v i l l a g e .  I am t h i n k i n g  now o f  t h e  d i r e c t i o n  
i n  which we were t o  move a f t e r  w e  completed t h i s  o p e r a t i o n  
ic  there ,  and I b e l i e v e  it x c u l d  hzve Seen 9; t h e  n c r t h  sidz 
of t h e  v i l l a g e .  

Q A s  I unde r s t and '  i t ,  you went through t h e  v i l l a g e
and car~.ieo u t  somewhere t o  t h e  sou th  o r  t h e  s o u t h e a s t e r n  edge,  
t hen  t u r n e d  around and went up t o  t h e  no r th?  

A. We went through.  I d o n ' t  know i f  w e  came down. 
I know that t h e  r i f l e  p l a toons  w e r e  extended through it. I 
d o n ' t  know e x a c t l y  where I came o u t ,  b u t  I came o u t  some-
where, probably down on t h e  n o r t h  -- down on t h e  e a s t  c o r n e r  
o r  n o r t h e a s t  co rne r .  Then we doubled back down t h e  s i d e  o f  
t h e  v i l l a g e  and s topped  somewhere a long  t h e  t r a i l .  T h a t ' s  
where wc a t e  t h e  noon meal. 

Q . Was t h i s  noon meal t h a t  you a t e  w i t h  your  people  
w i th  t h e  rest of t h e  company o r  were you t o g e t h e r  a s  a com-
pany u n i t ?  
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A. Y e s ,  s ir .  This was a f t e r  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  i n  t h i s  
p a r t i c u l a r  v i l l a g e  was over .  We came back around t h e  a r e a  
and,  of c:ourse, t h e  r i f l e  p l a toons  were p u t  o u t  on s e c u r i t y .  
And w e  s a t  down and a t e .  

0 Can you p o i n t  ou-t where you t h i n k  you had lunch 
t h a t  day? 

(The w i t n e s s  does as reques ted . )  

A. I f  I t o l d  you, s i r ,  I would j u s t  be guess ing.  
But I would say  p o s s i b l y  it would be  back a long  down i n  t h i s  
a r e a  he re .  

Q -- About 1 5 0  meters  from where you e n t e r e d  t h e  
v i l l a g e  t o  t h e  n o r t h ?  

A. To -the n o r t h e a s t ,  y e s ,  s ir .  Very p o s s i b l y  200 
meters  ove r  on ,  t h e  edge of t h e  v i l l a g e  t h e r e .  

Q You c a n ' t  be s u r e ,  s o  do you want t o  p u t  it i n  
h e r e  o r  n o t ?  

A. Well ,  I would j u s t  be guess ing ,  sir.  

(2. Well,  we won ' t  p u t  it i n  h e r e .  Somewhere du r ing
t h e  r-orning an i n c i d e n t  happened t h a t  c a l l e d  f o r  a d u s t o f f .  
Do ycu r e c a l l  any th ing  about t h a t  i n c i d e n t ?  

A. Y e s ,  sir .  

(2 . Wouid you t e l l  us about  i t ?  

A.  I d o n ' t  know e x a c t l y  how it happened, s ir .  W e  
w e r e  behind t h e  headqua r t e r s  group, and w e  caught up wi th  
t h e n  which v7as on t h e  -- I t h i n k  it was on t h e  e a s t  end of  
the v i l l a g e  o r  p o s s i b l y  t h e  n o r t h e a s t  edge of  t h e  v i l l a g e .  
This  Soy had been s h o t  through t h e  f o o t .  W e  were behind 
headquarters company, and when we caught  up wi th  them, t h i s  
boy hzd been brought back -- o r  was be ing  brought .  The 
medics a t t e n d e d  t o  h i s  foot, and a h e l i c o p t e r  w a s  c a l l e d  
t o  take him out.. 

Q . Did you know t h e  s o l d i e r  o r  d i d  you s e e  t h e  
s o l d i e r  who was s h o t ?  
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A. I saw him. He was a co lo red  boy, I d i d n ' t  know 
h i s  name. When I made t h e  s t a t e m e n t  t o  t h e  CID, M r .  THOMPSON 
told m e  h i s  name was CARTER, I b e l i e v e .  

Q - This  l o c a t i o n  where you s a w  CARTER, w a s  t h i s  where 
he was s h o t ,  o r  from where he  was be ing  evacua ted ,  or  w e r e  
t hey  one and t h e  same? 

A. Th is  i s  n o t  where h e  was s h o t .  B e  was s h o t  some-
where back down t o  t h e  n o r t h  o r  -- when I saw him -- when I 
g o t  t h e r e ,  t hey  w e r e  b r i n g i n g  him up t h e  t r a i l  f rom t h e  wes t  
on t h e  n o r t h  s i d e  of t h e  v i l l a g e .  They w e r e  b r i n g i n g  h i m  t o -
wards t h e  e a s t ,  and t h e  headqua r t e r s  group w & s  about t h e r e .  
So they cou ld ' ve  been b r i n g i n g  him from t h e  w e s t  o r  nor th-
wes t .  A n d  t h i s  i s  where t hey  doc tored  h i s  f o o t .  There w a s  
an open a r e a  t h e r e ,  and t h e y  c a l l e d  f o r  a h e l i c o p t e r .  They 
s e n t  a p a r t  o f  a p l a t o o n  of s e c u r i t y  o u t ,  and a h e l i c o p t e r  
came i n  and p i cked  him up. 

& Sergean t  MARONEY, do you t h i n k  t h i s  happened on 
t h e  no r th  edge of t h e  v i l l a g e ?  Is t h a t  t h e  way I read  it? 

A. Yes, s ir .  T h a t ' s  what I ' d  say now. I c o u l d n ' t  
be c e r t a i n  on it, s i r ,  I d o n ' t  know. From t h e  t ime w e  went 
i n t o  t h e  v i l l a g e ,  I d i d n ' t  check my compass o r  anything.  If 
I ' ii se i; lily n!osi;as , i;lieii I would !ve had LO -- I wascl 't wurr  i e d  
about  d i r e c t i o n s  t hen .  

Q. W e  have a good d e a l  of test imony t h a t  i n d i c a t e s  
t h e  dus to f f  f o r  CARTER was somewhere t o  t h e  sou th  of t h e  
v i l l a g e ,  t h a t  CARTER was wounded up i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  somewhere 
and brought  dot~nt o  t h e  s o u t h ,  and t h a t  t h e  chopper landed 
somewhere g e n e r a l l y  on t h e  t r a i l  l e a d i n g  due sou th  from 
t h e  sou the rn  edge of t h e  v i l l a g e .  Does t h a t  r e f r e s h  your  
memory, o r  does t h a t  h e l p  i n  any way, o r  do you s t i l l  think 
it was t o  t h e  n o r t h ?  I'm no t  t r y i n g  t o  p u t  any words i n  
your  mouth. D o  you r e c a l l ?  

A. I c o u l d n ' t  s a y ,  s i r .  I just h a d n ' t  made up 
my mind. bVhcn we went through t h e  v i l l a g e ,  w e  w e n t  more o r  
l e s s  s t r a i g h t  through t o  t h e  s i d e ,  and then  w e  t u r n e d  l e f t .  
~ o s s i b l yt h i s  could be  r i g h t ,  I c o u l d n ' t  s a y ,  s i r .  I d o n ' t  
know where it w a s .  
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Q Could you o r  would you be w i l l i n g  t o  draw a l i n e  
a long  t h e  g e n e r a l  a x i s  on which you t h i n k  went through t h a t  
v i l l a g e ?  

A. I t  wou ldn ' t  be  anywhere n e a r  a c c u r a t e ,  s ir .  

Q. A l l  r i g h t .  What happened then  a f t e r  t h e  CARTER i n -
c i d e n t ?  Can you f i x  a t ime ,  any t i m e  f o r  t h i s ,  an  approxi-
mat ion,  t o  t h e  b e s t  you can r e c a l l ?  

A. I t  must have been somewhere around 1 0  o ' c l o c k ,  
s i r ,  o r  p o s s i b l y  maybe a l i t t l e  l a t e r .  W e  went i n  about  8 .  

Q The r e c o r d  i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  CARTER was wounded about  
1020 hours  and was dus ted-of f  very  s h o r t l y  t h e r e a f t e r .  Does 
t h i s  k ind  of c o i n c i d e  w i t h  any r e c o l l e c t i o n ,  o r  any r e c a l l ,  o r  
does it h e l p  you i n  any way? 

A e  I w a s  t h e r e ,  s i r ,  a f t e r  h e  w a s  s h o t ,  and 
when he was brought  t o  t h e  l o c a t i o n ,  I observed t h e  medics 
working on him. I w a s  s t i l l  p r e s e n t  when he w a s  dus t ed -o f f ,  
b u t  o t h e r  t h a n  t h a t  I c o u l d n ' t  t e l l  you any th ing  about  it. 

Q Then what d i d  you do a f t e r  t h e  CARTER d u s t o f f ?  

A .  W e l l ,  from t h e r e  we moved back down through a n o t h e r  
p a r t  of t h e  v i l l a g e  and a long  an  edge of  it. I d o n ' t  know 
what s i d e  of  t h e  v i l l a g e  w e  were on. From t h e r e  w e  went back 
doxn t o  t h e  chow, wherever we had chow. 

Q L e t ' s  t r y  t o  r e l i v e  t h i s  walk ing  through t h e  v i l -
l age  then. Were you i n s i d e  t h e  v i l l a g e ,  o r  were you walking 
a?.o!=g a t r a i l ,  o r  a long  t h e  edge of t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

A. Many people ,  s i r ,  were on t h e  t r a i l  a long  t h e  edge 
of t h e  v i l l a g e  most of t h e  t ime.  I n  some i n s t a n c e s  w e  d i d  
g e t  i n s i d e  o f  t h e  v i l l a g e .  

Q. I unders tand .  Idas  t h e  v i l l a g e  on your  l e f t  o r  on 
y o u r  right as your were walking? 

A. I t  was on t h e  l e f t ,  s i r .  

Q a  Was t h e  area on your  r i g h t  more v i l l a g e  o r  w a s  it 
open? 
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A. There was a r i c e  paddy. And o u t  from tb.e v i l l a g e ,  
it could have been t h i s  p l a c e  r i g h t  h e r e ,  t h e r e  was ano the r  
l i t t l e  v i l l a g e ,  and a t r a i l  t h a t  r a n  between t h e  two of them. 

Q W e l l ,  i f  t h e  v i l l a g e  w a s  on your  l e f t  as you w e r e  
walking,  and t h e  a r e a  t o  your  r i g h t  was open, and t h e  g e n e r a l  
movement throughout  t h e  morning was from w e s t  t o  e a s t ,  which 
s i d e  of t h e  v i l l a g e  would you be on,  Se rgean t  MARONEY? 

A. I would have . t o  be  on t h e  n o r t h  s i d e ,  sir.  I f  
w e  had completed going through t h e  v i l l a g e ,  and t u r n e d  back 
o r  t u rned  l e f t ,  I ' d  have t o  be on t h e  e a s t  of  -- t o  t h e  n o r t h  
s i d e  of t h e  v i l l a g e .  

Q a What do you r e c a l l  s e e i n g  a s  you w e r e  then walking 
through t h e  v i l l a g e  or a long  t h e  t r a i l  on t h e  s i d e  of t h e  
v i l l a g e ?  

A. W e l l ,  t h e r e  were some dead people  s c a t t e r e d  on t h e  
t r a i l .  And on t h e  r i g h t ,  t h e  t r a i l  l e a d i n g  from t h i s  o t h e r  
v i l l a g e  i n t b  t h e  main v i l l a g e  h e r e ,  t h e r e  were a good many 
dead people  on t h a t  t r a i l .  

Q Can you p o i n t  o u t  t h a t  t r a i l ?  

A .  W e l l ,  I d ~ i i "  kmw f o r  sure which s i d e  05 the  vil-
l a g e  I was on now, s i r .  Anyway, i t  was a t r a i l  l e a d i n g  from 
ano the r  group of houses t h a t  w a s n ' t  a c t u a l l y  a v i l l a g e .  It  w a s  
a group of hcuses  i n t o  ' the  main v i l l a g e .  

Q Could it have been t h i s  a r e a  h e r e  ( i n d i c a t i n g
t h e  sou.t%eas-tc o r n e r  of t h e  v i l l a g e ) ?  This  t r a i l  runs  i n t o  
My La i  ( 4 ) .  

A. I t  could  have been,  s i r .  I c o u l d n ' t  say .  

Q Did you s e e  any Vietnamese who were a l i v e  du r ing
t h i s  t ime frame? 

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  I saw one man who was a l i v e ,  t h e  on ly  
man I saw k i l l e d .  A n d  t hen  I saw two o r  t h r e e  o t h e r  men who 
were a l i v e .  I saTw two l i t t l e  g i r l s  who were a l i v e .  Those 
a r e  a l l  tlre l i v e  people  whom I saw i n  t h e  v i l l a g e .  
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Q L e t ' s  t a k e  them one a t  a t ime ,  i f  you can r e c a l l  
t he  i n s t a n c e s .  What's t h e  f i r s t  i n s t a n c e  t h a t  you saw? 

A. W e l l ,  the f i r s t  one was an o l d  man. He was o u t  be-
s i d e  a house.  A boy i n  m y  p l a toon  had been want ing t o  shoo t  
him. I k e p t  t e l l i n g  him no, and f i n a l l y  I s a i d :  "You might a s  
w e l l .  I f  you d o n ' t ,  somebody else w i l l . "  W e l l ,  he f i r e d  a 
s h o t .  I b e l i e v e  he h i t  t h e  o l d  man i n  t h e  s i d e  o r  something,  
b u t  it d i d n ' t  k i l l  him. A couple  of minutes l a t e r ,  some of  
the r i f l e  p l a t o o n  was j u s t  up ahead of u s ,  One of them t u r n e d  
around,  and s h o t ,  and k i l l e d  him. I d o n ' t  know who s h o t  and 
k i l l e d  him. I have t h a t  i n  my r e p o r t  on t h e  C I D ' s  s t a t emen t .  
I c o u l d n ' t  say  who a c t u a l l y  k i l l e d  him, b u t  I know t h a t  the 
s h o t  t h a t  t h i s  boy -- ARCOREN was h i s  name -- he d i d  shoo t  
and h i t  t h e  o l d  man, I suppose. But it d i d n ' t  k i l l  him, and 
a n o t h e r  boy tu rned  around,  and s h o t  him, and k i l l e d  him. 

0 You s t a t e d  t h a t  you t o l d  ARCOREN i f  he  d i d n ' t  
somebody else probably would? 

A. I t o l d  him probably i f  he d i d n ' t  somebody would. 

Q Why d i d  you say  t h a t ?  

A. Well,  everbody e l s e  was dead,  s i r .  I d o n ' t  know. 

Q t Okay. Was t h e r e  anyth ing  i d e n t i f i a b l e  about t h i s  
o l d  man? How was he  d re s sed?  

A, I don ' t  know. I t h i n k  he  had on w h i t e  pajamas, 
sir. 

White? 

A, Yes. 

0. Was he  c a r r y i n g  anyth ing?  

A.. Mot t h a t  I know o f ,  s i r ,  I w a s n ' t  c l o s e  t o  him. 

8 . How f a r  away were you? 

A. O h ,  about  25  o r  30 meters .  

g . And  you c a n ' t  p i ck  o u t  t h e  p o i n t  on t h e  a e r i a l  
photo? 
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A. NO,  sir.  I d o n ' t  know where t h i s  ac t -ua l ly  was. 

9 A f t e r  t h i s  i n c i d e n t  w i t h  t h i s  s i n g l e  o l d  man, I 
b e l i e v e  you i n d i c a t e d  you s a w  some g i r l s  and an o l d  man? 

A. W e l l ,  t h e  nex t  t h i n g ,  s i r ,  t h e r e  w e r e  two o l d  men 
picked up. I d o n ' t  know who picked them up.  Myself and Lieu-
t e n a n t  ALAUX, t h e  a r t i l l e r y  FO w i t h  t h e  headqua r t e r s  group,  
were walking down t h i s  t r a i l  a t  t h e  edge o f  t h e  v i l l a g e .  And 
he s p o t t e d  t h e  two l i t t l e  g i r l s  i n  a house,  s o  he  brought  i t  
t o  my a t t e n t i o n .  H e  asked m e  i f  I thought ,we ought  t o  k i l l  
them, and I s a i d :  " N o ,  t hose  l i t t l e  g i r l s  h a v e n ' t  h u r t  anyone." 

Q - Excuse me. L ieu t enan t  ALAUX asked you i f  you
thought  t h a t  you should  k i l l  them? 

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  I t o l d  him: "No, they  h a v e n ' t  h u r t  any-
body." One of them was a c t u a l l y  i n  a daze o r  something. She 
c o u l d n ' t  speak.  H e  took t h e  b i g g e s t  one,  who w a s  p r o b h l y  
about ,  I ' d  s a y ,  8 y e a r s  o l d .  The o t h e r  one was probably 
about  4 o r  5. I took h e r ,  and we l e d  them by t h e  hand 
ar,d k e p t  them w i t h  us u n t i l  we g o t  back c l e a r  of t h e  v i l l a g e .  
These two o l d  men whom someone had picked up -- w e  made t h o s e  
two o l d  men c a r r y  them. And we c a r r i e d  them i n t o  t h e  nex t  
v i l l a g e  o r  group of  b u i l d i n g s ,  houses i n t o  which we went. 
There were a l o t  of women., and k i d s ,  and s t u f f  s i t t i n g  around 
t h e r e ,  and w e  l e f t  t h e s e  two i i t t i e  g i r l s  w i t h  these people. 

Q And t h e s e  people  were Vietnamese people?  

A, They were Vietnamese people .  And w e  l e f t  t h e s e  
two l i - t t l e  g i r l s  w i t h  them. I n  f a c t ,  we l e f t  t h e  o l d  man 
t h e r e  t o o ,  I guess .  

Q. Was t h i s  i n  a hootch? 

A. Hootch? I t  was i n  a d i f f e r e n t ,  s e p a r a t e  group 
of houses ,  s i r .  I t  was i n  a d i f f e r e n t  v i l l a g e .  I t  wasn ' t  
t h e  main part of t h i s  v i l l a g e .  I t  was ano the r  v i l l a g e  around 
there sorne.?here. We were e n  r o u t e  from My Ilai ( $ 1  to My La.;. 
( 5 )  when w e  came t o  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  bunch of  houses .  

& T h i s  occur red  b e f o r e  lunch? 
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A, NQ, sir.  W e  had t h e  l i t t l e  g i r l s  w i t h  us when we 
a te  lunch.  

(2 And  t h e  o l d  men? 

A, They were w i th  u s ,  t oo .  When w e  l e f t  from e a t i n g  ' 

lunch and moved up, we maved o u t  a c r o s s  t h e  rice paddy, and 
had t h e s e  two o l d  men w i t h  us.  They c a r r i e d  t h e  two l i t t l e  
g i r l s .  

A. Was t h i s  b u i l d i n g  where you l e f t  them, was t h i s  
a g r a s s  h u t ,  a lean- to?  What t ype  of  b u i l d i n g  was it, do you 
remember? 

A. The b e s t  I remember, s i r ,  it had a -- it was a 
g r a s s  top .  It  was a l a r g e  b u i l d i n g ,  and had more o r  l e s s  a 
walk-under roo f  t h a t  came o u t ,  and t h e  people  were a l l  
s i t t i n g  o u t s i d e  t h e  b u i l d i n g .  

Q - T h e  people?  

A. The people  where w e  l e f t  t h e  l i t t l e  g i r l s .  They 
were all s i t t i n g  o u t s i d e  of a b i g  b u i l d i n g  t h e r e ,  o u t  i n  t h e  
y a r d ,  you ~ t ~ i g h tcaii i-i;. &lii we iefi; -i;k~e~aw i - t i i  -i;iiem. 

Q - Were t h e r e  any o t h e r  i n c i d e n t s  b e f o r e  you a t e  
lunch? 

A. Not t h a t  I remember, s ir .  

0 - A f t e r  you a te  lunch ,  accord ing  t o  your  t es t imony,  
I got  t h e  i n d i c a t i o n  t h a t  you then  went forward,  l e f t  My 
L a i  ( 4 )  and went i n t o  one of t h e  o t h e r  v i l l a g e s ?  

A, Yes, sir. 

Q Y a u  could n o t  i d e n t i f y  on t h e  photo where you 
a t e  l u n c h  cr where you picked up t h e  two o l d  men and t h e  
-two l i t t l e  g i r l s ?  

A. No, sir. 
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Q a L e t ' s  look a t  t h e s e  photos f o r  a minute.  E x h i b i t  
R - 8 ,  can you i d e n t i f y  i t ?  And i f  you w i l l ,  Se rgean t  MARONEY, 
when you i d e n t i f y  people  o r  p l a c e s ,  i n d i c a t e  them f o r  t h e  r e c o r d  
as  t o  t h e i r  l o c a t i o n  on t h e  photograph.  

A. Th i s  i s  Capta in  MEDINA a t  t h e  t o p  r i gh t - - t op  
c e n t e r ;  h i s  r a d i o  o p e r a t o r ,  I b e l i e v e  h i s  name is MURRAY a t  
t h e  c e n t e r ;  t h i s  i s  t h e  medic. I d o n ' t  know what h i s  name i s .  

Q- Would you know i f  you heard  i t ?  

A. Very p o s s i b l y .  

Q 0 CAPEZZA? 

A. CAPEZZA. Spanish.  

Q Anyone e l s e  i n  the  photo? 

A. Th is  i s  t h e  boy who g o t  s h o t  he re .  This  co lo red  
boy, I p o s s i b l y  r e c a l l  h i s  name -- I would know who h e  w a s .  
H e  looks  f a m i l i a r ,  b u t  I d o n ' t  know h i s  name. 

Q You recogn ize  t h i s  man? 

A. I b e l i e v e  t h a t  i t  i s  t h e  a r t i l l e r y  FO's r a d i o  
o p e r a t o r ,  s i r .  MARTIN, I b e l i e v e  i s  h i s  name, s i t t i n g  w i t h  
h i s  helment off  a t  t h e  l e f t  rear. Th i s  man, I d o n ' t  r ecogn ize  
him, s i r .  

Q Photo P-9? 

A. Th is  p i c t u r e  h e r e ,  s i r ,  i s  where, I b e l i e v e ,  t hey  
were c a r r y i n g  CARTER t o  p u t  him on t h e  medevac when it came t o  
p ick  hirn up. 

Q .  D i d  you s e e  t h i s ?  

A. 1 saw him when t h e  d u s t o f f  came t c  p i ck  him up. 
T h i s  w a s  z i t h c z  when they w e r e  b r i n g i n g  him down t o  have h i s  
f o o t  t r e a t e d  by t h e  .medics o r  when they  were t a k i n g  him and 
p u t t i n g  him on t h e  h e l i c o p t e r .  

Q D o  you r ecogn ize  any s f  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l s ?  
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A. This  i s  one of t h e  company commander's r a d i o  
o p e r a t o r s  h e r e .  

Q Would you know h i s  name? 

A. I f  I hea rd  it I would, s i r .  

Q WIDMER? 

A. WIDMER. Yes, s i r .  

!2 m How about t h e  man w h o m  you have your  f i n g e r  on 
now, t o  t h e  r i g h t  s i d e  of CARTER? 

A. H e  looks  f a m i l i a r ,  but I d o n ' t  know h i s  name. 
I c a n ' t  t e l l  about  t h e  people  i n  t h e  background. 

Q Do you recognize  t h e  a r e a ?  

A. No, sir.  T h i s  must have been where they  w e r e  
bringing him down t o  g e t  . h i s  f o o t  worked on, because it d o e s n ' t  
Look like t h e  a r e a  where t h e y  a c t u a l l y  worked on it and d u s t e d  
him off. 

Q Photograph P - i O ?  

A. T h i s ,  of cou r se ,  is CARTER-here who g o t  wounded. 
This  man here,  I b e l i e v e  h i s  name was BERNHARDT o r  some-
thing like t h a t .  

'2 * BERNHARDT? 

A, BERNHARDT. (Witness p o i n t s  t o  t h e  man on t h e  r i g h t ,  
standing.) And I think t h i s  man was t h e  o t h e r  one whom I c o u l d n ' t  
i d e n t i f y  j u s t  a whi le  ago. And t h i s  one. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  him 
either.  

A .  T h i s  sir, I bel ieve ,  is where t hey  w e r e  p u t t i n g  
him on the h e l i c o p t e r .  And t h i s  was where CARTER was be ing  
evacuated. This is t h e  field wherea .  he landed ,  and t h i s  is  
where he was evacuated.  
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(2 Looking a t  t h a t ,  Se rgean t  Y i R O N E Y ,  which d i r e c t i o n  
would you say  w a s  e a s t ?  

A. The t a i l  of  t h e  h e l i c o p t e r .  

How do you a r r i v e  a t  t h a t  conc lus ion?  

A. W e l l ,  l i k e  I s a i d ,  s i r ,  I t h i n k  when t h i s  -- when 
w e  were on t h e  n o r t h e a s t  co rne r  o f  t h e  v i l l a g e ,  and u n l e s s  
I ' m  confused i n  my d i r e c t i o n s ,  t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  w a s  p o i n t i n g  
towards t h e  wes t .  They were b r i n g i n g  him from t h e  v i l l a g e  
a r e a  h e r e  o u t  towards t h e  h e l i c o p t e r .  This  would be  north--
t h i s  would be  s o u t h ,  w e s t ,  and e a s t .  

Q Look a t  t h e  shadow. The shadow i s  p r e s e n t ,  and 
where t h e  sun i s ,  and knowing t h a t  t h i s  occu r red  around 10 
o ' c l o c k  i n  t h e  morning--

A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Well ,  s i r ,  t h e  shadow i s  almost  
d i r e c t l y  underneath  t h e  h e l i c o p t e r .  

Q Okay. Photograph P-12? 

A. I t h i n k  t h i s  i s  ' t h e  same l o c a t i o n ,  s ir .  This  must 
be CARTER s i t t i n g  up i n  t h e  h e l i c o p t e r .  

Q D o  you recognize  anyone else i n  t h e  photo? 

A. N o ,  s i r .  A l l  of them have t h e i r  backs t o  m e .  I 
c o u l d n ' t  s ay  for s u r e .  

Q Photograph P-13? 

A. This  i s  ~ i e u t e n a n tALAUX, t h e  a r t i l l e r y  P O ,  on t h e  
r i g h t .  This  i s  myse l f ,  second from t h e  r i g h t .  And n e x t  t o  m e  
i s  t h e  company commander's i n t e r p r e t e r .  I d o n ' t  know what 
h i s  name was. 

Q - Would you. know i t  i f  you hea rd  i t ?  Se rgean t  P H U ?  

A. P H U ,  y e s ,  s i r .  And back over  h e r e  i s  Se rqean t  
FAGAN. He has  t h e  p l o t t i n g  board wi th  him, i n  t h e  rear c e n t e r  
wi th  t h e  p1ot t in .g  board i n  f r o n t  of  him. I d o n ' t  know abou t .  
t h e  rest:  of the people  i n  h e r e ,  s i r .  
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CT Do you recognize  t h i . s  a r e a ?  

A. I remember 'one t i m e  wh.en w e  were s i t t i n g  on t h e  
s i d e  of t h e  h i l l  h e r e .  This  w a s  a f t e r  CARTER had been dusted-
off, I b e l i e v e .  

Q e Is t h i s  where you ate  lunch? 

A .  This was j u s t  p r i o r  t o  t h e  t ime w e  had lunch.  

Q o  Did you move from t h i s  a r e a  t o  lunch? 

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  

Q - About how f a r ,  do you r e c a l l ?  

A. Probably 200 o r  300 meters ,  s ir .  

Q .  Do you recognize  anybody e l s e  i n  t h e s e ?  

A. I d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  s o ,  sir. 

A. This  i s  t h e  sane  p i c t u r e  I b e l i e v e ,  s i r .  This  i s  
L ieu tenan t  ALAUX. Th is  i s  myself .  This  i s  P H U .  The same 
p i c t u r e ,  I would say.  

Q a When you say  same p i c t u r e ,  do you r e f e r  t o  t h e  same 
picture as P-17? 

A .  Yes, s i r .  But I think t h i s  i s  Captain  MEDINA 
s t a n d i n g  r i g h t  h e r e ,  s i r .  

Q - T h a t ' s  he  s t a n d i n g  i n  t h e  c e n t e r ?  

A, Y e s ,  s i r .  

Q D  I would l i k e  to p o i n t  o u t  t o  you- -0r .1  would l i k e  
t o  . a s k  you i f  you can i d e n t i f y  what t h a t  i s  on t h e  ground? 

(The wi tnes s  s t u d i e s  t h e  photograph.  ) 
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A. No, s i r .  I c a n ' t  s ay  f o r  s u r e ,  sir ,  u n l e s s  it 
i s  somebody l y i n g  down. I t  looks  l i k e  p o s s i b l y  two l e g s  
s t i c k i n g  o u t ,  

Q - Could it be  a pack w i t h  a r i f l e  l a y i n g  up a g a i n s t
i t ?  

A. I t  could ve ry  w e l l  b e ,  s i r .  I n  f a c t ,  I b e l i e v e  
t h a t ' s  what it is .  T h a t ' s  why I say  I b e l i e v e  t h e s e  two h e r e  
were t aken  a t  t h e  s a m e  p l a c e .  

Q a D o  you r ecogn ize  anybody e l s e  i n  t h a t  p i c t u r e ?  

A. Th i s  a g a i n  i s  t h e  medic, I b e l i e v e ,  CAPEZZA. Th i s  
i s  t h e  company cort&anderls r a d i o  o p e r a t o r ,  MURRAY, f o u r t h  from 
t h e  l e f t .  This  i n d i v i d u a l  r i g h t  h e r e  I c a n ' t  s a y ,  sir. 

Q - The f i f t h  from t h e  l e f t  i s  u n i d e n t i f i e d .  Then Cap-
t a i n  MEDINA is  s i x t h  from the l e f t ?  

A. I t h i n k  t h i s  i s  Captain MEDINA r i g h t  h e r e .  T h a t ' s  
about a l l  I can i d e n t i f y .  

Q How about  ~ - 2 4 ? -

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  This  is FAGAN, I b e l i e v e .  This  is my 
computer c u t t i n g  down some corn  t h e r e .  

A. Th is  r i g h t  h e r e  appears  t o  be WIDMER. I d o n ' t  know 
j u s t  what  was going on. The i n d i v i d u a l  on t h e  r i g h t .  T h a t ' s  
t h e  reason  I k e p t  t h i s  photograph.  I d o n ' t  know who t h i s  i s .  

Q. Do you r ecogn ize  t h e  a r e a ?  

A. No, s i r ,  n o t  i n  p a r t i c u l a r .  

Q. Photograph P-6 l? 

A. .This appears  t o  be t h e  r i c e  paddy t h a t  w e  moved 
a c r o s s  after w e  l e f t  t h e  v i l l a g e .  E i t h e r  t h a t  or--I  c a n ' t  
i d e n t i f y  i t  u n l e s s  i t  was. Because I d o n ' t  remember any o t h e r  
occasiolz when w e  h a d  people  s t a n d i n g  up l i k e  t h i s  moving o u t ,  
un l e s s  t h i s  was talcen b e f o r e  t h e  e n t r a n c e  t o  t h e  v i l l a g e .  I f  
S O ,  it was taken b e f o r e  I landed.  
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Q 0 Do you recognize  t h a t  a r e a ?  

A .  No. Other t han  t h e r e  was some t a l l  r i c e  around 
p a r t  of t h e  v i l l a g e ,  s i r ,  and people  moving i n  and o u t .  I 
picked t h i s  one o u t  because I thought  maybe it was p o s s i b l e  
t h i s  could be  a p i c t u r e  o f  where we were l e a v i n g  t h e  v i l l a g e .  

Q Before  o r  a f t e r  you d e p o s i t e d  t h e  two o l d  men 
and t h e  two l i t t l e  g i r l s ?  

A. I would t h i n k  it would be  when we were l e a v i n g  
My Lai  ( 4 ) .  

Q And b e f o r e  you l e f t  t h e  l i t t l e  g i r l s  and t h e  two 
o l d  men? 

A. Yes, s i r .  

A .  Is t h i s  man named SMITH? 

& I ' m  a sk ing  you, Se rgean t  MTIRONEY. 

A .  I t  could  p o s s i b l y  he  SMITH, sir, t h e  man on t h e  
r i g h t .  I c a n ' t  i d e n t i f y  t h i s  one ,  t h a t ' s  why I---

Q * ( ~ n t e r p o s i n g )  Can you i d e n t i f y  t h e  a r e a ?  

A. No, s ir ,  Not d e f i n i t e l y .  

A. The on ly  t h i n g  t h a t  I know about  t h i s  one is  t h a t  
I d o n ' t  remember t h e  a r e a ,  and I d i d n ' t  see it, But t h i s  i s  
t h e  company commander's r a d i o  o p e r a t o r ,  MURRAY, on t h e  extreme 
r i g h t ,  and t h i s  is  t h e  company commander's i n t e r p r e t e r  on t h e  
extreme l e f t  bottom. 

Q Do you recognize  t h e  two i n d i v i d u a l s  i n  t h e  r e a r ?  

A. T l z e i r  faces Look f a m i l i a r ,  s i r ,  b u t  I c a n ' t  remember 
t h e  names. 

Q. Would yau recognize  the names i f  you heard  then?  
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A. P o s s i b l y .  

Q 0 WYATT, WOOD, STANLEY? 

A ,  W e  have a WYATT and WOOD i n  t h e  company, b u t  I 
couldn 't d e f i n i t e l y  s a y .  

Q .  Do you recognize  t h e  Vietnamese i n  the p i c t u r e  
he re?  

A,  No, s ir .  1 d o n ' t  recognize  t h a t  p i c t u r e  a t  a l l .  

Q 8 P-67? 

A. This  i s  t h e  company comn~ander's i n t e r p r e t e r .  I 
d i .dns t  s e e  t h i s  p i c t u r e ,  and I d o n ' t  recognize  anyone else. 

Q And t h i s  i s  Se rgean t  PHU aga in?  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

A. Th i s  appears  t o  m e  t o  be ,  s i r ,  n e a r  t h e  p l a c e  w h e r e  
we a t e  t h e  noon meal. There w a s  a b r i c k  b u i l d i n g  s i m i l a r  t o  
t h i s  t h a t  had been a lmost  competely blown away. And i f  t h i s  
would be t h e  c a s e ,  t hen  down n e a r  t h e  lower r igh t -hand  c o r n e r  
cf t h i s  ~ i z t u r si s  t h e  t r a i l  t h a t  a c r o s s  h e r e .  I f  so ,  
t h i s  i s  t h e  n e a r e s t  photo t h a t  I ' v e  seen  as t o  where we  
probably had t h e  noon me'al. 

Q - D o  you r e c a l l  s e e i n g  those  b i l l e t s ?  

A. 1 c o u l d n ' t  d e f i n i t e l y  say t h ' i s  i s  . the  b u i l d i n g ,  
s ir .  Bu-tI say  it appears  t o  be s imilar  t o  t h e  p l a c e  where we--

Q = ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  P-123? 

A. I t h i n k  t h i s  i s  t h e  church ac ros s  Highway 1 from 
LZ ~ o t t i e ,and p o s s i b l y  t h e s e  were t h e  h e l i c o p t e r s  t h a t  l i f t -
ed us .  

Q Th, i s  looks  l i k e  LZ ~ o t t i eh e r e ?  

A. ' Y Z - l i s  looks  l i k e  LZ Dok.-tie. 
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A. Th is  i s  t h e  sane  a r e a  and t h e  same p i c t u r e .  

Q Can 
t o  t h e  b e s t  of  

you i d e n t i f y  t h a t  p o s i t i v e l y  
your  r e c o l l e c t i o n ?  

D o t t i e ,  

A. The b e s t  I remember, s i r ,  t h a t  would be  LZ 
~ o t t i e .  

A. No, sir. I remember t h i s  man r i g h t  here was a 
squad l e a d e r .  

Q DO you remember h i s  name? 

A. No, s i r .  I d o n ' t .  This one I recognize ,  b u t  I 
d s n ' t  know h i s ,nane  e i t h e r .  H e  made s e r g e a n t  b e f o r e  he l e f t  
from over t h e r e .  

Q .. Would you recognize  t h e  name i f  I mention any? 

A. P o s s i b l y ,  s i r .  

Q S M A I L ,  GRIMES? O n  t h e  r i g h t ,  t h e  second from t h e  
l e f t  i s  SMAIL. Is t h e r e  anybody e l s e  you recognize?  

A. N o ,  s i r .  I d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  I can recognize  any more. 

A. I d i d n  ' t p ick  t h i s  one o u t ,  d i d  I? T h i s  i n d i v i d u a l  
he re  Looks f a m i l i a r .  This  might be  SMAIL. I d o n ' t  know. 
(Witness points t o  an individu-a1 on t h e  photograph.)  Other  
t h a n  t h a t  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  so .  

Q H o w  about t h e  a r e a ?  

A. I d o n ' t  remember anyth ing  i n  p a r t i c u l a r  about  it, s i r .  

A. This  aga in  i s  CARTER and t h e  medic. This  i s  t h e  
r ad io t e l ephone  o p e r a t o r .  
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Q * WIDMER? 

A. WIDMER. 

Q How do you i d e n t i f y  WIDPIER? 

A. BY his--he had t h i s  w r i t t e n  on h i s  he lmet ,  sir.  

Q - What's t h a t ?  

A. I d o n ' t  know i f  i t ' s  h i s  g i r l  f r i e n d ' s  name o r  
something else. 

Q - Can you r ead  t h e  name? 

A. (Witness loolts a t  t h e  photo.  ) Y e s ,  sir. 

A. I t  looks  l i k e  an R t o  m e .  I t  may be a P. 

Q a D o  you r ecogn ize  anybody else i n  t h a t  p i c t u r e ?  

A. W e l l ,  t h i s  i s  t h e  man who g o t  s h o t  h e r e ,  CARTER. 
Other t han  t h a t ,  I d o n ' t  recognize  anyone else. 

Q - D o  you know t h a t  WIDMER had t h a t  on h i s  helmet?  

A. I know' i n  r e a d i n g  t h a t ,  t h a t  i s  WIDMER, s ir .  
And I know t h a t  he  had something on h i s  helmet .  

A. This  i s  CARTER a g a i n ,  and s i n c e  I c a n ' t  see his 
f a c e  I c a n ' t  s ay  fo r  s u r e ,  b u t  I t h i n k  t h a t ' s  WIDMER. (Witness 
p o i n t s  t o  an i n d i v i d u a l  on t h e  photograph w i t h  h i s  head t u r n e d ,  
ho ld ing  CARTER'S f o o t  .) 

Q- How about t h i s  man? D o  you recognize t h i s  man? 

A. N o ,  s i r .  I d o n ' t .  

Q Do you s e e  what he has  on h i s  helmet?  

A .  Y e s ,  s i r .  
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Q What i s  i t ?  

A.  I t ' s  a joker .  I t  looks  l i k e  i t ' s  from a deck of 
c a r d s .  

8 Did you s e e  anybody w i t h  t h a t  on h i s  helmet?  Do 
you remember? 

A. Some people  wore them, s i r .  And some people  wore 
a b lack  ace of spades  on t h e i r  he lmets .  But I c o u l d n ' t  say  
whose helmet  t h a t  i s .  

Q Do you n o t i c e  t h i s  man h e r e  w i th  something i n  h i s  
he lmet ?  

A. N o ,  s ir .  I c a n ' t  see enough of h i s  f a c e  t o  recog-
nize him. 

A .  Tha t  i s  t h e  company commander's i n t e r p r e t e r .  I 
d o n ' t  know any of t h e  Vietnamese, e i t h e r .  

Q You don' t  r e c z l l  s e e i n q  zny of t h e s e ?  

A. No, s ir .  

A.  Th is  i s  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  who got  s h o t  a g a i n ,  CARTER. 
And I c o u l d n ' t  s ay  f o r  s u r e ,  b u t  t h i s  appears  t o  be  t h e  medic 
who w a s  a t t e n d i n g  him. 

Q . Do you remember h i s  name? 

A .  CAPEZZA. I b e l i e v e  t h i s  i s  CAPEZZA. And I b e l i e v e  
this f :; GXIMCS ~ i g h th e r e ,  sir. I c o u l d n ' t  be  s u r e  on t h a t .  
[GRINE'S i s  shown knee l ing  i n  t h e  background.)  

'Qo P-41, showing t h e  Vietnamese dead on some s o r t  of 
a t r a i l ?  

A.  This  p i c t u r e ,  s i r ,  I c a n ' t  say  f o r  s u r e .  But I 
saw one place t h a t  appears  a s  t h i s  p i c t u r e  does.  And i f  so ,  
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we were walking on a t r a i l  pe rpend icu la r  t o  t h i s .  T h i s  
appears  t o  be  a  t r a i l  t h a t  runs  from My Lai  ( 4 )  t o  ano the r  
v i l l a g e  o r  ano the r  group of houses a s h o r t  d i s t a n c e  from it. 
I saw a group of  people ,  about ,  I e s t i m a t e ,  15 peop le .  

Q You d o n ' t  r e c a l l  where t h a t  i s ,  and you c a n ' t  p in-
p o i n t  it on t h e  map? 

A. I c a n ' t  s ay  which s i d e  of  t h e  v i l l a g e  it w a s  on, 
s ir .  I thought  it was on t h e  n o r t h  s i d e ,  b u t  I c o u l d n ' t  be 
c e r t a i n .  Now if t h e  p i c t u r e  h e r e  i s  t h e  t r a i l  t h a t  I w a s  on,  
I be l ieve- -

Q - ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  From t h e  r i g h t  t o  t h e  l e f t  on t h e  
photo? 

A. Y e s ,  sir.  

Q . Do you remember s e e i n g  anyth ing  such as t h i s ?  What 
i s  tha- t?  

A. T h a t ' s  a w i r e  f ence  t h e r e ,  s i r ,  t h a t  goes around 
t h a t  r i c e  paddy. 

Q . Was t h a t  around t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

A. in "rle piace .'- - - " 2
LU W L I L C ~  xe cari~ethere was z i  ~ C ; ? C E  

a c r o s s  t h e  t r a i l .  Ac tua l ly  it was on t h e  o p p o s i t e  side of 
t h e  t r a i l  from t h e  v i l l a g e .  

Q. Sergean t  MARONEY, you d o n ' t  t h i n k  t h a t  you can 
h e l p  us i n  any way i d e n t i f y  any of  t h e s e  photos  geograph ica l ly  
oil !;he a e r i a l  photo t h a t  you have i n  f r o n t  of you? 

A. No, s i r .  I j u s t  d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  I could  d e f i n i t e l y  
say where any of  them a c t u a l l y  took p l a c e .  

LTC PATTERSON: W e  w i l l  r e c e s s  h e r e  f o r  a minute. W e  will be 
coirg i n t o  g e n e r a l  s e s s i o n  i n  a minute.  

i!lo y e s ,  s i r .  

(The h e a r i n g  r eces sed  a t  1117 hour s ,  31 December 
1.969.) 
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(The h e a r i n g  reconvened a t  1150 hour s ,  
3 3  December 1969.) 

MR WEST: The h e a r i n g  w i l l  come t o  o r d e r .  

RCDR: The fo l lowing  persons  a r e  p r e s e n t :  MR WEST, COL 
MILLER, COL FRANKLIN,  LTC PATTERSON, MAJ ZYCHOWSKI, and MAJ 
COOP. 

I have an e x h i b i t  f o r  t h e  r eco rd .  This  i s  an 
a e r i a l  photograph annota ted  by Se rgean t  F i r s t  Class  MARONEY. 
I t  w i l l  be  e n t e r e d  i n t o  t h e  r e c o r d  and marked a s  E x h i b i t  
P-131. 

W e  w i l l  now r e c a l l  Se rgean t  MARONEY, 

(SFC MARONEY w a s  r e c a l l e d  a s  a  w i t n e s s  f o r  
t h e  h e a r i n g ,  was reminded t h a t  he  was s t i l l  under oa th ,  and 
t e s t i f i e d  a s  fol lows :) 

MR WEST: Sergeant  MARONEY, when d i d  you f i r s t  h e a r  of t h i s  
o p e r a t i o n  a t  My L a i  ( 4 ) ,  which a c t u a l l y  took p l a c e  on t h e  1 6 t h  
of Ma-rch, 1968? 

A. The f i r s t  t ime I hea rd  about it, s i r ,  was t h e  l a t e  
afternoon p r i o r  t o  t h a t  d s t e .  

9.  The 15 th?  

A, Y e s ,  sir.  

Q - Did you a t t e n d  t h e  b r i e f i n g  by Capta in  MEDINA of  
C h a r l i e  Company a t  LZ Do t t i e?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  

a* Could you t e l l  us p l e a s e ,  what Capta in  MEDINA 
t o l d  t h e  company, a s  b e s t  a s  you can r e c a l l ?  

A.. M e  t o l d  t h e  company, s i r ,  t h a t  w e  were going i n t o  
My L a i  ( 4 ) .  A VC o r g a n i z a t i o n  had been r e p o r t e d  i n  t h e r e .  
d o n ' t  remember whether it was b a t t a l i o n  s i z e  o r  company s i z e .  
13e t o l d  us t h a t  w e  were t o  go i n  t h e r e  and completely d e s t r o y  
t h e  v i l l a g e ,  t o  i nc lude  a11 l i v e s t o c k  and any c rops  t h a t  t hey  
might have,  because anyth ing  t h a t  was l e f t  when we c l e a r e d  
t h a t  v i l l a g e  would be  doing no th ing  b u t  a i d i n g  t h e  VC. H e  
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a l s o  made a s t a t e m e n t  t o  t h e  company t h a t  t hey  had  been w a i t -
i n g  f o r  a chance f o r  a long  t ime t o  g e t  even f o r  some of the 
people  we had l o s t  due t o  combat cond i t i ons ,  and t h i s  was t h e i r  
chance t o  g e t  even.  

Q Did you g e t  t h e  impress ion t h a t  t h e  company was 
supposed t o  k i l l  everybody i n  t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

A. W e l l ,  when you say  everybody, s i r ,  I d o n ' t  f e e l  
t h a t  everybody i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  should  have been k i l l e d .  I 
don ' t - - I  may have g o t t e n  t h a t  impress ion  b e f o r e  I went i n  
t h e r e .  However, a f t e r  I g o t  i n  t h e r e ,  i f  I had had t h a t  
impress ion ,  I would've changed my mind. I d o n ' t  t h i n k  t h a t  
t h e  women and t h e  k i d s  shou ld 've  been,  and I d o n ' t  t h i n k  
a c t u a l l y  t h a t  Capta in  MEDINA had in t ended  t h a t  t hey  would 
b e ,  e i t h e r .  I b e l i e v e  t h a t  he  did--if  anyone w e r e  s i m i l a r  
t o  a VC ox any th ing  of  t h i s  n a t u r e ,  t hen  I f e e l  p o s s i b l y  
t h a t  t h i s  would be  a d i f f e r e n t  s t o r y .  But I d o n ' t  t h i n k  
t h a t  Captain  MEDINA i n t ended  t h a t  t h e  k i d s ,  e s p e c i a l l y ,  
and t h e  women--

Q - ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Do you t h i n k  it i s  f a i r  t o  s ay
t h a t  h i s  o r d e r s  might have covered VC sympa th i ze r s ,  t o  
i n c l u d e  women i f  t hey  were a c t u a l l y  h e l p i n g  t h e  VC, b u t  
d i d n ' t  go t o  t h e  p o i n t  of  l i t t l e  c h i l d r e n ?  

A. NO,  s i r ,  h e  d i d n ' t  s a y  k i l l  any k i d s .  

Q. Was he  s p e c i f i c  on t h i s  p o i n t  a t  a l l  as f a r  as 
your  r e c o l l e c t i o n ?  

A .  The b e s t  I remember, s i r ,  a l l  who w e r e  supposed 
t o  be  i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  were supposed t o  be VC and VC sympath izers .  
That  is what we were t o l d  was i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  when w e  went 
i n  t h e r e .  There  was no th ing  else i n  t h e r e ,  as f a r  a s  w e  w e r e  
concerned,  when we went i n  t h e r e .  

Q. P l e l l ,  accord ing  t o  t h e  b r i e f i n g  t h e n ,  d i d  Captain  
NEDINA convey t h e  thought  t h a t  t h e  VC sympathizers  could be  
s h o t  o r  should  be  s h o t ?  Were they  j u s t  lumped t o g e t h e r  w i t h  
VC, t h a t  they  a r e  t h e  enemy, go i n  and shoo t  them? 

A. We were t o l d ,  s i r ,  t h a t  everybody i n  t h e r e  w a s  a 
VC and VC sympath izers ,  and we were t o  go i n  t h e r e  and d e s t r o y  
eve ry th ing  and l e a v e  no th ing .  
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Q Do you r e c a l l  any th ing  b e i n g  s a i d  about  t h e  pos-
s i b i l i t y  t h a t  by t h e  t i m e  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  w a s  t o  s t a r t ,  which 
w a s  7:30 i n  t h e  morning, a l l  t h e  c i v i l i a n s ,  noncombatants, 
w e ' l l  s a y ,  would be  o u t  of  t h e  hamlet  and gone t o  market? Do 
you rerilember any s t a t e m e n t  l i k e  t h a t  b e i n g  made? 

A. No, s ir .  I don'  t remember t h a t  i n  t h e  meeting 
t h a t  t h e  company commander h e l d  w i t h  u s .  But I d i d  h e a r  something 
on TV about it which has  no connec t ion  w i t h  t h i s  whatsoever.  
I d o n ' t  remember probably t h a t  w e  might n o t  have been t o l d  t h i s ,  
anyway . 
Q Do you r e c a l l  a memorial s e r v i c e  b e i n g  h e l d  f o r  
t h e  company a long  t h e  t i m e  of  t h i s  b r i e f i n g ?  

A.  Y e s ,  s i r .  We'd had more t h a n  one.  W e  had one tha t  
I remember a t  LZ Upt igh t  where my mor t a r s  were j u s t  
p r i o r  t o  t h i s  o p e r a t i o n ,  and w e  had one a t  D o t t i e .  But I 
d o n ' t  remember i f  it was j u s t  about  t h e  same t i m e  o r  b e f o r e .  
I t  w a s n ' t  a f t e r  t h e  o p e r a t i o n ,  b u t  I c o u l d n ' t  s ay  i f  
it was t h e  same time. 

Q W e l l ,  t h e  ev idence  t h a t  we've r e c e i v e d  h a s  been 
very  c o n f l i c t i n g .  I can r e c a l l  two w i t n e s s e s  who say  t h a t  
t h e r e  was a memorial s e r v i c e  j u s t  b e f o r e  the b r i e f i n g  r i g h t  
t h e r e  a t  LZ D o t t i e .  Other w i t n e s s e s  have p u t  t h i s  some t i m e  
ear l ier .  One of them had p u t  it back as f a r  a s  3 o r  4 
weeks b e f o r e ,  s o  w e  have had d i f f i c u l t y  p inn ing  t h i s  down. 

A .  The b e s t  I remember, s i r ,  when t h e  company com-
mander b r i e f e d  us t h a t  a f t e rnoon ,  he n o t i f i e d  a l l  t h e  sub-
o r d i n a t e  l e a d e r s  t h a t  he wanted t h e  company assembled down 
by one of the--an o l d  gun pit--105-0155 a r t i l l e r y  p i ece .  And 
t h e r e  was a b i g  embankment t h e r e .  We moved t h e  company down 
t h e r e ,  and everybody was s e a t e d ,  and he b r i e f e d  us .  The 
only t h i n g  I remember having t h e r e ,  a t  t h a t  t i m e ,  was t h e  
b r i e f i n g  on t h e  o p e r a t i o n  t h a t  w a s  go ing  t o  t a k e  p l a c e  t h e  
n e x t  day. 

Q. What was t h e  mood of t h e  men of t h e  company a f t e r  
t h e  b r i e f i n g ,  when they  were t o l d  t h a t  t h e r e  would be  perhaps  
a b a t t a l i o n  of VC t h e r e ?  Were they  ready  for a f i g h t ?  Were 
they  apprehens ive?  

A. I t h i n k  t h a t  t h e  u n i t  had r e a l  h i g h  mora le ,  sir .  
They were ready t o  go, and immediately a f t e r  t h e  b r i e f i n g  w e  
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s t a r t e d  prepar ing  our people,  g e t t i n g  th ings  ready t o  go. We 
g o t  t h a t  done, and we waited u n t i l  the next  morning. 

Q A s  I r e c a l l ,  you s a i d  Captain MEDINA t o l d  t h e  com-
pany t h i s  was t h e i r  chance t o  g e t  even? 

A. T h a t ' s  f o r  t h e  people whom t h e  u n i t  had l o s t  pre-
v ious ly ,  sir. 

Q .  Did t h e  company r e a c t  t o  t h i s ?  Did they cons ider- -
this a chance t o  g e t  even wi th  t h e  VC? Were they g e t t i n g  
ready f o r  it wi th  t h a t  i n  mind, would you say? 

A. Well, I suppose they were g e t t i n g  ready f o r  any-
t h i n g  t h a t  .was i n  t h e r e ,  sir.  This is  what they expected--
is  what I expected when I went i n t o  the  v i l l a g e .  

Q. What do you mean? Were you expect ing  a good f i g h t ?  

A. I expected t h a t  t h e r e  was a u n i t  of VC i n  t h e r e ,  
l i k e  we were t o l d ,  a g r e a t  number. I d o n ' t  remember t h e  s i z e  
of t h e  u n i t  t h a t  we were t o l d  was i n  t h e r e .  I b e l i e v e  they 
s a i d  it was a b a t t a l i o n .  I t  could 've been a company. I t  
could 've been something d i f f e r e n t  . 
Q. W e l l ,  moving t o  t h e  next  day now, a f t e r  you w e r e  
a i r l i f t e d  i n  from LZ Dot t i e ,  you set up your mortar.  I r e f e r  . 

you ncw t c  ac aer ia l  phstograph v h i c h  has been a d n i t t e d  2s 
Exhib i t  P-131. From p o i n t  1, where you s e t  up your mortar ,  
d id  you observe t h e  v i l l a g e  of My Lai ( 4 ) ?  Did you have a 
good view of i t ?  

A. Actua l ly ,  s i r ,  from where we f i r s t  set up, you 
c o u l d n ' t  t e l l  hard ly  anything about t h e  v i l l a g e .  I t  was a 
hedgerow t h a t  ran across  he re ,  and then  t h e r e  was a t r e e  l i n e  
r i g h t  on t h e  edge of t h e  v i l l a g e .  I s e t  up r i g h t  he re  
( i n d i c a t i n g )  . The company commander and the  headquarters  were 
he re .  Two of t h e  a s s a u l t  platoons were a l ready i n  t h e  v i l l a g e ,  
o r  through the  hedgerow a t  l e a s t .  I d o n ' t  know i f  they 
were completely i n  t h e  v i l l a g e ,  b u t  they were out  of s i g h t  
from us when we landed on t h e  ground. 

Q - Where was t h e  3d Platoon? 

A. The 3d Platoon was back here ,  j u s t  about where w e  
were, j u s t  a l i t t l e  b i t  behind us.  

(MARONEY) 52 APP T-51 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

Q. Did you draw any f i r e  o u t  t h e r e  w h i l e  you were i n  
p o s i t i o n ,  any enemy f i r e ?  

A. D i r e c t l y  where I w a s  l o c a t e d ,  s i r ?  

Q Yes. 

A. N O ,  s i r .  

Q Would you t e l l  us ,  o r  would you d e s c r i b e  f o r  u s ,  
t h e n ,  what you and members of t h e  p l a toon  d i d  a f t e r  t h i s ,  when 
you moved forward and went through t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

A. W e l l ,  when w e  went th rough ,  t h e  v i l l a g e ,  s i r ,  
w e  moved behind t h e  headqua r t e r s  group. We were w i t h  
them p a r t  of t h e  t i m e ,  and p a r t  of  t h e  t ime w e  w e r e  
behind them. We p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  d e s t r o y i n g  t h e  c rops  
t h a t  w e r e  b e i n g  grown t h e r e  i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  a r e a ,  and 
i n  some c a s e s ,  I c o u l d n ' t  say  f o r  s u r e ,  i n  h e l p i n g  
t o  burn hootches .  The m a j o r i t y  of  them were a l r e a d y  bu rn ing  
when w e  g o t  t o  them because two p l a t o o n s  were ahead of  us .  

Q. Did you g e t  your  o r d e r  t o  do t h i s ,  t o  h e l p , t o  des-
t r o y  c r o p s  and burn hootches ,  on t h e  day b e f o r e ,  o r  d i d  you 
g e t  soae s p e c i E i c s  t h a t  incjrning? 

A. W e l l ,  t h e r e  was a headqua r t e r s  group w i t h  t h e  
company commander. H e  had--must have had about  a  dozen people  
o r  more w i t h  him. They were t h e  'ones a c t u a l l y ,  I guess ,  
r e s p o n s i b l e ,  because w e  d i d n ' t  know e x a c t l y  what t h e  s i t u a t i o n  
would be .  Then we w e r e  t o l d  a f t e r  w e  g o t  i n t o  t h e  v i l l a g e  
t h a t  we could h e l p  t h e s e  people .  

Q. Help t h e  3d Pla toon?  

A. W e l l ,  t h e  3 6  Pla toon  a l s o  and t h e  company corn-
mander 's  exces s  people  he  had w i t h  him. We s e t  up t h e  mor-
tar once we g o t  t h e r e ,  and then  we hand-car r ied  it a l l  t h e  
way through t h e  v i l l a g e .  We d i d n ' t  s e t  up any more i n  My 
L a i  ( 4 )  . 
Q. From t h e n  on you he lped  them i n  t h e  mop-up opera-
tion, s o  t o  speak? 

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  
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Q.  You were i n  charge of  t h e  mor ta r  p l a toon ,  I take  
i t ?  

A .  I w a s  i n  charge  o f  t h e  gun t h a t  was wi th  us a t  
t h a t  t i m e . .  The p l a toon  l e a d e r  was on LZ Upt igh t  w i t h  t h e  
remainder of  t h e  p l a toon .  

Q- You had an o f f i c e r ,  d i d  you? 

A. Yes, s i r .  

Q. Do you remember h i s  name? 

A. L i e u t e n a n t  ANDERSON *. 

Q Do you remember t h a t  day whether any men of  the 
mor ta r  p l a toon  went a long  wi th  Bravo Company, which had an-
o t h e r  miss ion  i n  ano the r  p l a c e  t h a t  morning f a r t h e r  t o  t h e  PA 
e a s t ?  PI 

El 

A. Not t h a t  I can remember, s i r .  I t ' s  p o s s i b l e ,  b u t  
no one from my p l a t o o n  t h a t  I can remember. CX) 

rn 
Q They might have t aken  some of t h e i r  own mor ta rs  
a long ,  b u t  you d o n ' t  know about  t h a t ,  I t a k e  i t ?  

A * .  No, sir. 

Q. Are you aware, Se rgean t  MARONEY, t h a t  t h e  thing
t h a t  has  made My Lai  ( 4 )  unique was t h e  f a c t  t h a t  q u i t e  a 
number of Vietnamese c i v i l i a n s  were k i l l e d  du r ing  t h i s  oper-
a t i o n  i n  t h e  hamlet ,  i n c l u d i n g  many women and c h i l d r e n ?  
Could you t e l l  u s ,  p l e a s e ,  what you observed ~f t h i s  when 
you moved through My L a i  ( 4 )  w i t h  your  men, any k i l l i n g s  
t h a t  you saw t h e r e ,  any dead o r  wounded Vietnamese? J u s t  
d e s c r i b e  it a s  b e s t  a s  you can.  We a p p r e c i a t e  t h a t  
it i s  d i f f i c u l t  t o  r e c o n s t r u c t  something t h a t  happened 
t h a t  l ong  ago i n  view of  t h e  confus ion  of t h e  combat 
s i t u a t i o n .  

A. S i r ,  when we went through t h e  v i l l a g e  a l l  t h e  
people  whom I saw dead were a l r e a d y  dead excep t  one who was 
k i l l e d  l a t e r .  I d i d n ' t  see anybody k i l l e d  u n t i l  we c l e a r e d  
t h e  v i l l a g e ,  u n t i l  w e  g o t  complete ly  through it and s t a r t e d  
back down a d i f f e r e n t  p a r t  of  it. I saw one man k i l l e d  a t  
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t h a t  t i m e ,  and h e ' s  t h e  on ly  i n d i v i d u a l .  I saw a l o t  of dead 
peop le ,  b u t  h e ' s  t h e  on ly  i n d i v i d u a l  whom I saw k i l l e d  t h e  
e n t i r e  t ime i n  t h e  v i l l a g e .  

Q A l l  r i g h t .  Could you d e s c r i b e  t h a t ?  

A. Yes, s i r .  I--one o f  my men i n  my p l a toon  s h o t  
him, b u t  he  d i d n ' t  k i l l  him. Somebody from one of t h e  r i f l e  
p l a t o o n s  a  s h o r t  d i s t a n c e  o v e r - - a f t e r  he had s h o t  him--1 t h i n k  
he s h o t  him i n  t h e  s i d e  o r  something--shot him and k i l l e d  
him. And he i s  t h e  only  one whom I saw. I d o n ' t  know who 
t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  w a s  who s h o t  him t h e  second t ime.  

Q W e  r e c e i v e d  tes t imony y e s t e r d a y  ind ica t ing - -
now t h i s  man you a r e  speaking  o f ,  i s  he--did he appear  t o  
be a monk o r  a p r i e s t ?  Was he wear ing a  w h i t e  robe? 

A. No, s i r .  He w a s n ' t  wear ing any robe.  He had on 
pa  j amas. 

Q Was he an o l d  man o r  a young man? 

A. H e  was an o l d  man, s i r .  

?.I Q D i d  ycz s e e  a priest c r  a mcnk i n  the  h a m l e t  wear-
CO i n g  a w h i t e  robe?  

GI A .  No, s i r .  I d i d n ' t .  Not t h a t  I remember, s ir .  I 
Ld d i d n ' t  s e e  one. 
GJ 

Q Where d i d  t h i s  t a k e  p l ace?  

A. W e l l ,  t h i s  p i c t u r e  i s  a l i t t l e  confus ing  t o  me, s i r .  
W e  went through t h e  v i l l a g e .  I thought  w e  were going s t r a i g h t  
through i t ,  b u t  w e  were va ry ing  back and f o r t h .  I thought  t h a t  
we w e r e  o v e r  on t h e  n o r t h e a s t  c o r n e r  o r  t h e  . n o r t h e a s t  p o r t i o n  
of t h e  v i l l a g e .  

Q - L e t  m e  s t o p  you t h e r e  a moment. I b e l i e v e  you t o l d  
Colonel  PATTERSON about  t h e  i n c i d e n t  i n v o l v i n g  CARTER, and how 
he s h o t  h imse l f  i n  t h e  f o o t ?  

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q. Were you t h e r e  when he  was dus t ed -o f f ?  
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A. I was t h e r e  when he was dus ted-of f .  They brought  
him t o  t h e  l o c a t i o n  where t h e  company commander w a s .  A t  that 
t i m e  we were behind t h e  headqua r t e r s  group. We moved up t o  
where they were l o c a t e d .  They brought  him up t o  t h a t  location. 
The medics worked on him t h e r e ,  and they  c a l l e d  f o r  a d u s t o f f .  
They came i n  and p icked  him up a few minutes l a t e r .  

MR WEST: A l l  r i g h t .  Could I have a marking pen p l e a s e ?  

(Recorder  does a s  r e q u e s t e d . )  

Q - We have s u b s t a n t i a l  ev idence  i n d i c a t i n g  t h a t  t h e  
d u s t o f f  h e l i c o p t e r  landed r i g h t  around i n  h e r e  ( i n d i c a t i n g )  
i n  t h e  r i c e  paddy j u s t  o u t s i d e  of  t h e  s o u t h e r n  edge of t h e  
hamle t ,  and e a s t  of t h e  l a n e  t h a t  r a n  sou th  j o i n i n g  Highway 
521. I w i l l  mark a c i r c l e  h e r e .  Could you p u t  a number 5 
i n  t h e r e ?  (Witness marks E x h i b i t  P - 1 3 1  a s  r eques t ed . )  Now, 
on t h e  assumption t h a t  t h i s  i s  t h e  c o r r e c t  s p o t  where the 
d u s t o f f  f o r  CARTER o c c u r r e d ,  does t h i s  h e l p  you fix t h e  l o c a t i o n  
of  t h e  p l a c e  where you saw t h i s  o l d  man s h o t ?  

A. Where i s  My L a i  (5 )  on h e r e ,  s i r ?  It  should be 
t o  t h e  n o r t h e a s t  of--

Q * ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Tha t ' s  r i g h t .  I t  is  n o r t h e a s t .  
And I ' l l  r e f e r  you t o  t h e  map on t h e  w a l l  t h e r e .  I t  i s  MAP-1 
which i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  My Lai (5 )  i s  n o r t h e a s t .  

A. W e i i ,  i f  t h i s  i s  where the i lei icopter  d u s t o f ?  was, 
I ' m  complete ly  d i s o r i e n t e d  as f a r  a s  t h i s  goes ,  a s  f a r  as where 
t h i s  s t u f f  took p l a c e .  I w a s  t h i n k i n g  i t  was on t h i s  s i d e  of 
t h e  v i l l a g e .  I f ,  t h i s  b e i n g  t h e  case- - i f  he was--is t h i s  
where he  was h u r t  o r  i s  t h i s  where he  w a s  dus ted-of f?  

Q T h a t ' s  t h e  d u s t o f f .  

A. I d o n ' t  know where he  was h u r t .  H e  was a l r e a d y  
s h o t  and brought  t h e r e  when I saw him. W e  must have been 
moving--I'm n o t  d e f i n i t e  on t h i s ,  b u t  t o  t h e  bes t  of my know-
ledge ,  w e  moved i n t o  t h e  v i i l a g e  from t h e  wes t  j u s t  l i k e  I 
g o t  it h e r e .  

Q W e l l ,  i f  you were fo l lowing  Capta in  MEDINA, 
a c t u a l l y  he moved i n  a meandering course ,  g e n e r a l l y  down t o  
t h e  sou th  and e a s t ,  and he wound up down around t h e  p o i n t  
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where t h e  t r a i l  l e a v e s  My Lai ( 4 )  - - leaves  t h e  sou the rn  edge 
about t h e  c e n t e r  of t h e  v i l l a g e  and goes a lmost  d i r e c t l y  
sou th  t o  j o i n  w i th  Highway 521.  So he moved from p o i n t  2 
on your  photograph g e n e r a l l y  down t o  t h e  i n t e r s e c t i o n  of t h e  
t r a i l .  

A. Th is  i s  where he was dus t ed -o f f ,  s i r .  And one of 
t h e  p i c t u r e s  t h a t  you have with dead people  lying on t h e  t r a i l .  
Tha t  cou ld 've  been on t h i s  t r a i l  r i g h t  h e r e  ( i n d i c a t i n g ) .  

Q You d i d  s e e  t h e  group of people  on t h e  t r a i l ?  

A, I saw some dead people  l y i n g  on t h e  t r a i l .  And 
t h a t  be ing  t h e  ca se ,  t hen  we moved r i g h t  a long  ano the r  t r a i l  
h e r e ,  r i g h t  a long  t h e  side of  t h e  v i l l a g e .  

Q The sou the rn  edge o f  t h e  hamle t ,  r i g h t ?  

A. Y e s ,  si.r. 

Q - You might - mark t h e  s p o t  t h e r e  where you saw t h e  
bodies. 

A. W e l l ,  j u s t  an X o r  a circle h e r e ?  

Q - A c i r c l e  w i th  a 6 ,  

(The w i t n e s s  does as r eques t ed . )  

And you moved a long  t h e  sou the rn  edge of t h e  
v i l l a g e ?  

A. We moved on a long  here, s i r .  And we moved down, 
I b e l i e v e ,  p a s t  t h i s  t r a i l  here somewhere. And t h i s  i s  where 
this old man, t h e  only  one whom I saw k i l l e d  w a s  k i l l e d .  
And t h e n  w e  moved back i n t o  t h e  edge o f  t h e  v i l l a g e ,  
and a f t e r  w e  g o t  back i n  here--

Q - ( I n t e r p o s i n g ]  Why d o n ' t  you mark t h a t  spot where 
you saw the o l d  man killed? 

A.  I'm j u s t  e s t i m a t i n g  now, s i r .  I c o u l d n ' t  be de-
f i n i t e  on it,  it could have been--

& - [ I n t e r p o s i n g )  W e  unders tand t h a t .  

[The w i t n e s s  marked the s p o t  where t h e  o l d  man 
w a s  k i l l e d  w i t h  a 7 on E x h i b i t  P-131.) 
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A. We moved back t o  t h e  edge of t h e  v i l l a g e  then .  
And a couple  of more people--men w e r e  p icked up back i n ' t h e r e - -
I d o n ' t  know who secured  them o r  what t h e  s t o r y  was behind 
them. But myself and t h e  a r t i l l e r y  FO moved down, and w e  
found two l i t t l e  g i r l s  i n  an o l d ,  knocked-down, p a r t i a l l y  
b r i c k  b u i l d i n g .  

Q You t o l d  t h a t  s t o r y  t o  Colonel  PATTERSON, d i d  you? 

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q - Okay. Did you a l s o  g i v e  him t h e  name of t h e  man 
who s h o t  t h e  o l d  man? 

A. The f i r s t  t ime? 

Q Y e s .  

A .  Yes, s ir .  I gave it t o  him. 

Apar t  from t h e  group of  bodies  on t h e  t r a i l  down Cl)
Q 
t h e r e  t h a t  you marked a s  p o i n t  6 ,  d i d  you s e e  any o t h e r  
groups of bod ie s  o r  p i l e s  of bod ie s  t h a t  morning? m 

N 

A.  No, s i r .  I saw s e v e r a l  bodies  s c a t t e r e d  through 
t h e  v i l l a g e .  When t h e  C I D  in te rv iewed me, he asked m e  about  
a bunch of people  i n  a d i t c h .  I d i d n ' t  s e e  anybody s t acked .  
This  i s  t h e  most people  I saw dead i n  one s p o t ,  and they  
were on t h i s  t r a i l  h e r e .  I d o n ' t  have any i d e a  how t h e y  got--
who k i l l e d  them o r  how they  g o t  k i l l e d .  I t  could  have been 
ou r  people .  I t  could have been a r t i l l e r y  o r  gunships .  I 
c o u l d n ' t  s a y ,  b u t  t hey  were a l l  i n  a p i l e  t h e r e .  And t h e s e  
a r e  t h e  on ly  ones.  I'd e s t i m a t e  it t o  be  about  15 of them, 
s i r .  

Q Did Colonel  PATTERSON show you a photograph of a 
group of bod ie s  on a t r a i l ?  I am r e f e r r i n g  s p e c i f i c a l l y  t o  
E x h i b i t  P-41C,  which i s  a c o l o r  photograph t aken  by 
Se rgean t  HAEBERLE. I w i l l  show it t o  you now i n  t h e  form of 
an i l l u s t r a t i o n  i n  a L i f e  magazine a r t i c l e ,  which has  been 
in t roduced  FP evidence as E x h i b i t  M - 1 ,  Does it look any-
t h i n g  l i k e  t h e  bod ie s  you saw on t h e  t r a i l  a t  p o i n t  6? 

A. Yes, s i r ,  t h i s  could be  t he  same. I t  looks  very 
s i m i l a r ,  s i r .  Now, I w a s n ' t  c l o s e  t o  t h e s e  people ,  s i r .  I 
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s a w  them from a d i s t a n c e .  They were on t h i s  t r a i l  q u i t e  a 
ways, and I was over  h e r e  n e a r  t h e  wood l i n e .  I saw them 
from a d i s t a n c e .  

Q . Could you e s t i m a t e  t h e  distance? 

A. I ' d  say t h e y  were about  50 meters  down t h e  t r a i l ,  
s i r ,  from where I w a s .  They were probably about  halfway 
between t h i s  wood l i n e  h e r e  and where t h i s  nex t  l i t t l e  wood 
l i n e  s t a r t s  a t  t h i s  group o'f houses  r i g h t  h e r e .  

Q South o f  t h e r e ?  

A. Yes, s ir .  

Q D i d  you h e a r  du r ing  t h e  morning any o r d e r s  pass-
ed down t o  s t o p  t h e  s h o o t i n g ,  t o  s t o p  t h e  k i l l i n g s ?  

A. No, s ir .  Not b e f o r e  t h e  v i l l age - -no t  b e f o r e  w e  
completed t h a t - - I  d o n ' t  remember h e a r i n g  any--I know tha t - -
I b e l i e v e  it w a s  a f t e r - - i t  was a t  noontime, o r  a f t e r  we 
l e f t  t h e  v i l l a g e .  W e  went i n t o  t h e  nex t  one o r  something--
I b e l i e v e  w e  went t o  t h e  n e x t  v i l l a g e  p o s s i b l y .  Captain  
MEDINA sa id - - I  d o n ' t  know i f  he p u t  i t  o u t  a s  an o r d e r  t o  
z-;erybody, b u t  I heard-him make a c o r a e n t  t h . a t  he didn 't 
want any more k i l l i n g s .  And I b e l i e v e  it was a f t e r  w e  l e f t  
t h i s  v i l l a g e  h e r e .  

Q - A f t e r  you l e f t  My La i  ' ( 4 )  ? 

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  

Q We've had some ev idence  on t h i s ,  and i t ' s  n o t  
been clear a s  t o  t h e  time t h i s  o r d e r  was i s s u e d .  We've had 
tes t imony t h a t  L ieu t enan t  CALLEY t o l d  h i s  p l a t o o n  t o  s t o p  
thte s h o o t i n g ,  and L ieu tenan t  BROOKS c a l l e d  o u t  t o  h i s  men 
t o  knock o f f  t h e  k i l l i n g s ,  o r  words t o  t h a t  e f f e c t .  We have 
had d i f f i c u l t y  p l a c i n g  t h e  t i m e .  

A. S i r ,  L i eu t enan t  C U L E Y  and L ieu tenan t  BROOKS had 
thse 1st and t h e  2d P la toons ,  and I d o n ' t  remember s e e i n g  
either one of them. I d i d  s e e  some of t h e  people  i n  t h e i r  
p l a toons .  I d o n ' t  remember whose p l a t o o n  CARTER was i n ,  
th 'e  boy who g o t  s h o t  in t h e  f o o t ,  b u t  he was i n  one of 
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t h e  r i f l e  p l a toons .  B u t  I d o n ' t  remember s e e i n g  him. They 
have squad r a d i o s  t h a t  t hey  use  f o r  communications, so  pos-
s i b l y  t hey  could  have done t h i s ,  and I wouldn ' t  know any-
t h i n g  about  it. 

Q • W e l l ,  t h i s  i s  one r ea son  why I have asked you 
t h i s .  W e  a r e  t r y i n g  t o  de te rmine  a t i m e  when t h i s  came about. 

A.  I remember when we moved from h e r e  ( i n d i c a t i n g ) .  
W e  took t h e  two l i t t l e  g i r l s  I t o l d  you about and t h e s e  two 
o l d  men over  t o  t h i s  next v i l l a g e  where we l e f t  them. I 
b e l i e v e  a t  t h a t  t ime ,  j u s t  b e f o r e  we went i n t o  t h a t  nex t  
v i l l a g e  where w e  l e f t  them, Captain  MEDINA s a i d  he  d i d n ' t  
want any more k i l l i n g s .  

Q Did you s t a y  w i t h  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  u n t i l  t hey  came 
o u t  of t h e  f i e l d ?  

A, Yes, s ir .  
03 

Q Our ev idence  i s  t h a t  t h e  company moved on t o  t h e  LX 
east  and l a a g e r e d  f o r  t h e  n i g h t  around a cemetery. 

A. Yes, s i r .  

8 = Aria on %he next  day moved sontb through snme h a w  
l e t s  n e a r  My Khe (3), My Khe ( l ) ,and My Khe ( 2 ) ,  s o u t h ,  and 
t h e n  came back up and s p e n t  t h e  n i g h t  somewhere around My Khe 
(1). Does t h i s  f i t  i n  w i t h  your  r e c o l l e c t i o n ?  

.A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q. W e  a l s o  have some ev idence  t h a t  du r ing  t h a t  day,  
which was t h e  1 7 t h ,  as t h e  company passed  through t h e s e  ham-
l e t s ,  i t  burned hootches  a l s o .  Do you remember t h i s ?  

A. I remember, s i x ,  t h a t  some hootches  w e r e  burned.  
But we moved from h e r e  ( i n d i c a t i n g )  ove r  through--I  b e l i e v e ,  
we went through My L a i  ( 5 )  and ( 6 )  and spent t h e  n i g h t ,  
A f t e r  t h a t ,  and from t h e r e  sou th ,  w e  d i d n ' t  s e e  ve ry  many 
geople  a t  a l l .  Everybody had a l r e a d y  gone,  b u t  t h e r e  were 
s o m e  hootches .  Not eve ry th ing  was des t royed ,  b u t  t h e r e  were 
some hootches  t h a t  were burned.  
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Q . During t h a t  day and t h e  n e x t  day,  which was t h e  
1 8 t h ,  d i d  you s t i c k  around t h e  command group p r e t t y  w e l l ?  

A.  W e  s tayed-- the  m a j o r i t y  of t h e  t ime ,  s i r ,  t h e  
m ~ r t a s ss t a y e d  clos2 tc t h e  command. grouF, 

Q .  On t h e  1 8 t h ,  i n  t h e  a f t e rnoon ,  do you remember 
a v i s i t  by Colonel  HENDERSON t o  Captain  MEDINA? 

A. I d o n ' t  remember what day it was, s i r .  But I 
know Colonel  HENDERSON came o u t  and p icked  up Captain  
MEDINA i n  h i s  h e l i c o p t e r .  They l e f t ,  and they  were gone 
f o r  an hour  o r  2 hou r s ,  I guess .  A couple  of hou r s ,  I ' d  
say- -anLhour  and one h a l f  maybe. 

Q - Anyway you can f i x  t h e  d a t e  of  t h a t ?  

A. W e l l ,  it was a f t e r  My L a i  ( 4 j ,  s i r .  I d o n ' t  know 
i f  i t  was on t h e  same o p e r a t i o n  o r  n o t ,  b u t  I do remember 
i n  one ca se  and--

Q . ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  I t  could have been some o t h e r  oper-
a t i o n ?  

7. yes, sir. But I lDslieve' 7 - - '  " - - - " - 2  
A. ~ l l dL L+I ~ d ~ i l7v:EGINA nen-
t i o n e d  something about  i t .  

Q The i n c i d e n t  t h a t  I am speaking  of is  one where 
Colonel  HENDERSON j u s t  came down, and t h i s  was s h o r t l y  b e f o r e  
the company was l i f t e d  o u t  by h e l i c o p t e r .  H e  v i s i t e d  wi th  Cap-
tain MEDINA on t h e  ground f o r  a few minutes .  H i s  h e l i c o p t e r ,  
meanwhile, had gone back up i n  t h e  a i r ,  because they  w e r e n ' t  
sure, you know, about  t h e  a r e a .  And t h e n  it came down and 
p icked  him up, and he  l e f t .  Do you r e c a l l  any th ing  l i k e  t h a t ?  

A. When we g o t  a l l  t h e  way down--can I look a t  your 
map, s i r ?  

Q. Sure.  

A. We g o t  a l l  t h e  way down t o  t h e  sou th  h e r e ,  s i r .  
I b e l i e v e  it w a s  j u s t  about i n  t h i s  a r e a  r i g h t  h e r e  ( i n d i c a t i n g  
on E x h i b i t  MAP-4) as f a r  a s  we went. Because t h i s  pen insu la  
runs  o u t  h e r e .  I remember t h i s  a c r o s s  h e r e .  W e  had t h r e e  
prisoners, t h r e e  o r  f o u r  p r i s o n e r s .  W e  had t h r e e  men and a 
woman, I b e l i e v e .  
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MR WEST: L e t  t h e  r e c o r d  show t h e  w i t n e s s  is  p o i n t i n g  t o  t h e  
v i c i n i t y  of  My Khe ( 2 ) .  

A. There were e i t h e r  one o r  two h e l i c o p t e r s  which came 
a t  t h a t  t i m e .  And I d o n ' t  remember i f  Colonel  HENDERSON was 
on one o r  n o t .  But t h i s  i s  where t h e  p r i s o n e r s  we had 
were l i f t e d  o u i .  Then, from t h a t  p o i n t ,  w e  moved back. W e  
were going t o  spend t h e  n i g h t  down i n  t h i s  a r e a ,  b u t  o u r  
a r t i l l e r y  w a s  up h e r e  ( i n d i c a t i n g )  on LZ Upt igh t ,  and they  
c o u l d n ' t  suppor t  us from t h e r e .  So  w e  p u l l e d  back and s p e n t  
t h e  n i g h t  n o r t h  of t h i s  l o c a t i o n -

Q - Right ,  f i n e ,  thank you. Do you remember t h e  a f t e r -
noon you were l i f t e d  o u t  and taken  back t o  LZ Dot t ie - -wel l ,  
l e t  m e  ask you, was your  p l a t o o n  l i f t e d  o u t  and taken back t o  
LZ Dot t i e?  

C=l 
A. Yes, s i r .  I b e l i e v e  we went back t o  D o t t i e .  3 

Ci) 

Q We have tes t imony t o  i n d i c a t e  t h a t  Colonel  HENDERSON 
met some of t h e  men a s  t hey  came back i n ,  t a l k e d  t o  them about  03
My TJai ( 4 ) ,  and asked q u e s t i o n s  a s  t o  whether t h e r e  had been (V 

any c i v i l i a n s  k i l l e d  t h e r e ,  Vietnamese noncombatants. Were 
you p r e s e n t ?  

A. He could  have p o s s i b l y  t a l k e d  t o  some of  t h e  people ,  
s i r .  He d i d n ' t  t a l k  to---

Q ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Did anyone e v e r  t e l l  you t h a t  an 
i n v e s t i g a t i o n  of t h e  k i l l i n g s  a t  My Lai ( 4 )  was underway, t h a t  
t hey  were conducting an i n v e s t i g a t i o n ?  

A. When I t o l d  you a wh i l e  ago about Colonel  HENDERSON 
coming down and p i ck ing  up Captain  MEDINA i n  a h e l i c o p t e r  he--
Captain  MEDINA s a i d ,  I b e l i e v e ,  a t  t h a t  t i m e ,  t h a t  t h a t ' s  what 
t h i s  was about .  Tha t  t hey  were--I d o n ' t  know i f  he c a l l e d  it 
an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  o r  what t h e  s t o r y  was behind it. But it 
was something about  they  were concerned about  what a c t u a l l y  
happened i n  My La i  ( 4 )  . 
Q - We had l l s o  been t o l d  t h a t  C a p t a i n  MEDINA c a l l s 2  
t h e  company t o g e t h e r ,  t o l d  them t h a t  My La i  ( 4 )  was be ing  
i n v e s t i g a t e d ,  and advised  everybody n o t  t o  t a l k  about  it 
whi l e  t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  was t a k i n g  p l ace .  Were you p r e s e n t  
a t  such a b r i e f i n g  by Captain  MEDINA? 
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A. Not t h a t  I r e c a l l ,  s i r .  However, it could 
have been very  p o s s i b l e  because ,  l i k e  I s a i d ,  t h e  mor ta rs  
worked s e p a r a t e l y  when we were n o t  i n  t h e  f i e l d .  W e  
were on LZ Upt igh t .  The r i f l e  p l a toons  were on D o t t i e  
and working from D o t t i e  and Upt igh t .  H e  could have 
p o s s i b l y  t a l k e d  t o  t h e  m a j o r i t y  of t h e  company, b u t  
I d o n ' t  remember him t a l k i n g .  

Q Did anybody e v e r  t e l l  you n o t  t o  t a l k  about t h e  
i n c i d e n t  of M y  La i  (4)? 

A. Not t h a t  I remember, s i r .  There were some p ic -
t u r e s  t h a t  came o u t  i n  t h e  pape r s  soon a f t e r  i t  occur red ,  
and I d o n ' t  remember anybody say ing  anyth ing  about  n o t  t a l k -
i n g  about it. 

Q I n  November t h e r e  were some newspapers s p e c u l a t i n g  
a s  t o  whether  some of t h e  men of  C h a r l i e  Company, du r ing  t h e  
o p e r a t i o n  a t  My La i  ( 4 1 ,  had been under t h e  i n f l u e n c e  of mari-
juana.  Do you know about such a t h i n g ?  

A. I d o n ' t  b e l i e v e ,  s i r ,  t h a t  anybody i n  my p l a toon  
took any k ind  of  drugs  i n  Vietnam. I f  s o ,  it was n o t  known 
t o  m e .  I have heard  t a l k  from t h e  o t h e r  p l a t o o n  s e r g e a n t s  
t h a t  p o s s i b l y  some of t h e i r  people  were smoking " p o t , "  n o t  
nn this o p e r a t i o n  now but had at; one t i m e  o r  another !  what-
e v e r  t h a t  i s .  I guess  i t ' s  some k ind  of dope o r  something. 

Q W e l l ,  what I was r e a l l y  t r y i n g  t o  f i n d  o u t  i s  
whether  any of  them--if you know i f  any of t h e  men going 
i n t o  t h e  My L a i  ( 4 )  operat ion were under t h e  i n f l u e n c e  of 
mari juana? 

A. Th is  was a l t o g e t h e r  a d i f f e r e n t  t ime about which 
I was t a l k i n g .  

Q. To your knowledge, d i d  C h a r l i e  Company have t h e  
same k ind  of  miss ions  a f t e r  My L a i  ( 4 )  o r  were they  given 
d i f f e r e n t  t ypes  o f  miss ions?  

A. Well ,  t h i s  i s  t h e  on ly  miss ion  on which I'd e v e r  
been where we were a c t u a l l y  told t o . d e s t r o y  e v e r y t h i n g  and t o  
leave noth ing .  W e  s t i l l  con t inued  t h e  same t y p e  miss ions  
t h a t  w e  had done p rev ious ly .  

Q - Search and c l e a r ?  
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A. Yes, sir.  Soon a f t e r  t h a t ,  i n  f a c t ,  w e  were com-
b a t  a s s a u l t e d  down t o  a sou the rn  a r e a .  They had a whole l o t  
of t r o u b l e  down t h e r e ,  But t h i s  i s - - w e  j u s t  r a n  normal 
o p e r a t i o n s ,  sir .  

Q Do you know o r  do you have any i d e a  how t h e s e  
o r d e r s  o r i g i n a t e d  t o  go i n  t h e r e  and d e s t r o y  eve ry th ing?  
Where t hey  s t a r t e d ?  For  example, d i d  you h e a r  t h a t  t hey  came 
from Task Force  Barker ,  o r  t h e  1 1 t h  Br igade ,  o r  t h e  d i v i s i o n ?  

A. No, s ir .  When t h e  company commander gave it t o  
u s ,  he gave it t o  us  j u s t  l i k e  he always d i d .  The on ly  t h i n g  
t h a t  he mentioned o t h e r  t h a n  a r e g u l a r  o r d e r  t h a t  he would 
g i v e  from h i g h e r  headqua r t e r s  was that--he d i d  mention some-
t h i n g  about  i n t e l l i g e n c e  sou rces  s ay ing  t h a t  eve ry th ing  i n  t h e  
v i l l a g e  w a s  VC o r  VC sympath izers .  And I took it a s  I would 
any o r d e r  t h a t  anybody would g ive  me t h a t  came from the n e x t  
h i g h e r  headqua r t e r s .  I d o n ' t  know where i t  came f r o m .  

Q - How long have you been i n  t h e  s e r v i c e ,  Se rgean t  
rnRONEY? 

A .. I t  w i l l  be 18  y e a r s  t h i s  J anua ry ,  sir.  

Q . You a r e  a p r o f e s s i o n a l ,  I t a k e  i t ?  

A. I t r y  t o  be,  s i r .  

Q -- Did you e v e r  run  i n t o  anyth ing  l i k e  t h i s  be fo re  o r  
s i n c e  My La i?  

A.  Not e x a c t l y  of t h i s  n a t u r e .  This  i s  my f i r s t  t i m e .  

Q I t  would h e l p  u s ,  Sergeant  MARONEY, i f  you could  
j u s t  t e l l  us what yoc r  op in ion  i s  as t o  what b rought  t h i s  abou t ,  
t h i s  k i l l i n g  of  t h e  Vietnamese r e s i d e n t s  of  My L a i  ( 4 ) .  

A. Well ,  s i r ,  a l l  I can t e l l  you i s  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  when--
from what t h e  u n i t  was t o l d ,  they went i n t o  t h e  o p e r a t i o n ,  t hey  
went i n  t h e r e  w i t h  t h e  f e e l i n g  t h a t  t h i s  i s  it. I d o n ' t  know 
what happened a f t e r  t hey  got  i n t o  t h e  v i l l a g e .  Maybe it pos-
sibly g o t  out of haiid o r  something. I dor i ' t  know what t h e  story 
i s .  I was way back, i n  t h e  r e a r  myse l f ,  b u t  I know t h a t - - l i k e  
I s a i d  b e f o r e ,  they  were ready when they  went i n  t h e r e .  The. 
morale of t h e  u n i t  was h igh ,  and I thought  a t  t h a t  t ime t h a t  
we had a good u n i t .  I worked a p a r t  from t h e  r e s t  of t h e  com-
pany most of t h e  t ime .  I was on Task Force  Barker  f o r  3 
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months, and f o r  6 weeks j u s t  p r i o r  t o  t h i s  o p e r a t i o n  my 
p l a t o o n  s t a y e d  up on LZ Upt igh t  a l l  t h e  t ime.  W e  d i d n ' t  
run  any o p e r a t i o n s  wi th  t h e  company. A c t u a l l y ,  a s  f a r  
a s  t h e i r  e f f i c i e n c y ,  e f f e c t - i v e n e s s ,  and f i e l d  work 
p r i o r  t o  t h i s  t ime ,  I c o u l d n ' t  t e l l  you t o o  much about  
it, because w e  w e r e n ' t  w i t h  them. 

Q Well, w e  have r e c e i v e d  ev idence  t h a t  t h e  men were 
p r e t t y  keyed up. They then  were t o l d  t h a t  they  would come up 
a g a i n s t  s t r o n g  enemy o p p o s i t i o n .  They e v i d e n t l y  were ready t o  
go. Apparent ly  a t  l e a s t  some o f  t h e  men f e l t  l i k e  it was a 
chance t o  g e t  even f o r  t h e  c a s u a l t i e s  t h a t  t hey  s u f f e r e d  from 
t h e  VC b e f o r e .  I t ' s  been sugges ted  , a l s o  t h a t  t h e  two lead-
i n g  p l a t o o n s ,  t h e  1st an4 2d P l a t o o n s ,  went i n  w i t h  reconna is -
sance  by f i r e  and j u s t  k e p t  marching and s h o o t i n g  a s  they  
went a l l  t h e  way through.  

A ,  I d o n ' t  know about  t h a t ,  s i r .  They were a l r e a d y  
i n  t h e  v i l l a g e .  I d i d n ' t  even s e e  t h e  1st and 2d P la toons  
u n t i l  w e  were completely through t h e  v i l l a g e .  

0 .  Well,  l e t  me a sk  you about ano the r  a s p e c t  of t h i s .  
You are aware, I t h i n k ,  t h a t  t h i s  i n c i d e n t  of My La i  ( 4 )  w a s  
r e a l l y  unknown t o  Department of  t h e  Army u n t i l  about  A p r i l  of 
t h i s  yea r .  I n  f a c t ,  t h e r e  a p p a r e n t l y  was no o f f i c i a l  r e p o r t  
of t h e  i n c i d e n t  above d i v i s i o n  l e v e l .  The people  who knew 
t h e  facts j u s t  d i d n '  t r e p v r t  ii; t i l rouq i l  t l ~ eu s u a l  ciiaf1iiel.s. 
Apparent ly  t hey  d i d n ' t  t a l k  about  it. Could you t e l l  u s ,  
i n  your op in ion ,  why t h i s  was n o t  r e p o r t e d ?  

A. W e l l ,  as far as I know, s i r ,  I don'  t know of any--
as f a r  a s  I know--as far as I knew a t  t h a t  t ime ,  everybody i n  
t h e  world  knew about i t .  I know t h a t  t h e  people  of t h e  t a s k  
f o r c e  knew a b s u t  i t .  I know t h a t  t h e  s e p a r a t e  b a t t a l i o n s  from 
which t h e  t h r e e  companies came t o  make up Task Force Barker  
ve ry  p o s s i b l y  knew about i t .  There were p i c t u r e s  t h a t  came 
o u t  i n  t h e  newspapers i n  Vietnam probably some 7 t o  10 days 
a f t e r  t h e  t h i n g  occu r red  w i t h  some of  t h e  p i c t u r e s  i n  it 
t h a t  t h e  c o l o n e l  has  shown me. I d o n ' t  know e x a c t l y  which p i c -
t u r e s  were i n  it, b u t  I remember a wri teup--

0 ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Showing dead c i v i l i a n s ?  

A .  I d o n ' t  remember e x a c t l y  which p i c t u r e s  were i n  
t h e  newspapers., s i r .  But I know it was a s t o r y  of My L a i  
i n  t h e  newspaper. 
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Q W e l l ,  w e  know t h e r e  was a s t o r y  i n  t h e  d i v i s i o n  paper
i n  which they  r e l a t e d ,  among o t h e r  t h i n g s ,  t h a t  t h e r e  were 
128 VC k i l l e d  i n  a c t i o n ,  b u t  we have n o t  s een  any s t o r i e s  o r  
hea rd  of any s t o r i e s  where they  spoke of  a l a r g e  number of 
Vietnamese people-- in  which women and c h i l d r e n  were b e i n g  
k i l l e d .  IS t h a t  what you meant was pub l i shed  i n  t h e  pape r s  
i n  Vietnam? 

A. I t  was in-- I  b e l i e v e  it was i n  t h e  d i v i s i o n  pape r ,  
s i r ,  o r  t h e  S t a r s  and S t r i p e s .  I'm n o t  s u r e  which. But a s  f a r  
a s  t a l k i n g  about  it, I d o n ' t  remember anybody t e l l i n g  m e  i n  
p a r t i c u l a r  n o t  t o  s a y  anyth ing .  P o s s i b l y  some of  t h e  rest 
of t h e  company cou ld ' ve  been t o l d  t h i s .  

Q Was t h e r e  any r e l u c t a n c e  on t h e  p a r t  of t h e  men 
t o  t a l k  about  t h e  t h i n g ?  Those who p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  it, f o r  
example, d i d  t hey  l a t e r  maybe f e e l  shame and remorse and, 
f o r  t h a t  r ea son  perhaps ,  k e p t  it t o  themselves? 

A. I t h i n k ,  s i r ,  t h a t  anybody who went through t h e r e  
and saw a l l  t h o s e  dead people--I  know i t  made m e  s i c k  t o  my 
stomach,  and I d o n ' t  have t o o  weak a stomach. I imagine t h a t  
probably some of t h e  r e s t  o f  them it a f f e c t e d  worse t han  it 
d i d  me .  I t h i n k  t h e r e  w a s  a mis take  made. I d o n ' t  know what 
caused it, b u t  l i k e  I s a i d ,  we were t o l d  t o  go i n  t h e r e  and 
c l e a n  t h e  p l a c e  o u t .  But I d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  anybody meant t o  
go i n  there  and kill 1 i t t l . e  kids and st1.1ff l i k e  this, 

Q W e  have had o t h e r  s t a t e m e n t s  t o  t h e  e f f e c t  t h a t  
t hey  thought  t h i n g s  g o t  o u t  of hand,  and I b e i i e v e  you made 
t h a t  same comment a few minutes ago. Do you have any r ea son  
t o  b e l i e v e  t h a t  t h a t  r e a l l y  may have occu r red ,  and some 
people  i n  t h e  company j u s t  went b e r s e r k ,  you might s a y ,  
j u s t  on t h e i r  own went beyond t h e  l e t t e r  of t h e  o r d e r s ?  

A. I c o u l d n ' t  s a y ,  s i r .  

Q Would you exp res s  an op in ion  a s  t o  whether  Captain  
MEDINA remained i n  c o n t r o l  of  t h e  company t h a t  day? 

A. A s  f a r  a s  I know, Captain  MEDINA was i n  c o n t r o l  of 
t h e  company a t  a l l  t imes on any o p e r a t i o n  i n  which h e ' s  e v e r  been. 
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He was a very s t r o n g  company commander, and when he p u t  o u t  
something it had b e t t e r  go l i k e  he s a i d .  Now a s  f a r  a s - - a f t e r  
t hey  g o t  i n s i d e  of t h e  v i l l a g e ,  he c o u l d n ' t  s e e  eve ry th ing .  
And I c o u l d n ' t  s a y ,  p o s s i b l y  s t u f f  happened t h e r e  t h a t  he 
d i d n ' t  know about .  I know t h a t  he  d i d n ' t  s e e  eve ry th ing  e i t h e r ,  
because from t ime t o  t i m e  th rn i1r~hni l t  t h e  ~ri1lzr;eI was right 
c l o s e  t o  him, and t h e r e ' s  a whole l o t  of s t u f f  i n  t hose  p ic -
t u r e s  t h a t  I d o n ' t - - t h a t  I d i d n ' t  know anyth ing  about  and never  
saw. And I d o n ' t  know, s i r ,  i f  it would be a t r u e  s t a t e m e n t  
t o  say  he was o r  wasnl t .  But I know t h a t  he was a very s t r o n g  
company commander, and I ' m  q u i t e  s u r e  t h a t  t h e  p l a toon  l e a d e r s  
had c o n t r o l  over  t h e i r  people  t o  fo l low h i s  o r d e r s  a s  t o  what-
e v e r  he  t o l d  them. 

Q .  Well ,  ou r  impress ion  i s  t h a t  My L a i  ( 4 )  w a s  q u i t e  
h e a v i l y  wooded; t h e r e  was a l o t  of  underbrush.  

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  

MR WEST: Only l i m i t e d  v i s i b i l i t y  a s  you move a long;  you 
j u s t  s e e  s h o r t  d i s t a n c e .  

COL F R A N K L I N :  Se rgean t  MARONEY, i s  t h e r e  any s p e c i a l  r ea son  
you wear t h e  7 th  D iv i s ion  pa t ch  i n s t e a d  of t h e  Americal p a t c h ? '  

A.  Well,  I ' v e  had i t  l o n g e r ,  s i r .  I g o t  it i n  1952, 
and I have been wearing i t  e v e r  s i n c e .  I ' m  t o l d  t h a t  I ' m  
a u t h o r i z e d  t o  w e a r  e i t h e r  of  them. 

Q - Well,  i s  t h e r e  any s p e c i a l  reason  why you a r e  n o t  
wearing t h e  Arnerical pa tch?  L e t  m e  p u t  it t h a t  way. 

A .  I have t h e  America1 pa tch  on p a r t  of my uniforms,  
s i r ,  t h e  ones t h a t  I ' v e  had s i n c e  I came back from Vietnam. I 
have two s e t s  of  Class  A ' s .  The Americal pa tch  i s  on t h e  o t h e r  
one. These I had b e f o r e  I went t o  Vietnam. I t  was on t h e r e ,  
s o  I j u s t  d i d n ' t  t a k e  it o f f .  

Q I want t o  a s k  you a couple of q u e s t i o n s  about some 
of t h e  s t u f f  you covered w i t h  Colonel  PATTERSON, Sergeant  
MARONEY. When Capta in  MEDINA g o t  t o  t h a t  s o u t h e a s t  edge of  t h e  
village and s a i d ,  "No more k i l l i n g s , ' '  t o  whom d i d  he  say it? 

A. I d o n ' t  know i f  he p u t  it o u t  a s  an o f f i c i a l  o r d e r  
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o r  n o t ,  s i r ,  b u t  I know I heard  him say  it. I w a s  t h e r e  c l o s e  
t o  t h e  headqua r t e r s  group, and I d o n ' t  remember i f  he had t h e  
p l a toon  l e a d e r s  t h e r e  a t  t h a t  t ime o r  no t .  But I know t h a t  1 
heard  him make t h i s  comment b e f o r e  w e  went i n t o  t h e  next--

Q ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  H e  s a i d  he wanted no more killings? 

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q Did he seem any d i f f e r e n t  p u t t i n g  t h a t  o u t  t han  
h e  d i d  when normally p u t t i n g  o u t  i n s t r u c t i o n s ?  

A. I t h i n k  Captain  MEDINA when he  came o u t  of the 
v i l l a g e  was p r e t t y  w e l l  depressed .  H e  appeared t o  be. I t  
h u r t  Captain  MEDINA when one o f  h i s  people  g o t  h u r t .  I t  h u r t  
him j u s t  a s  bad ly  as t h e  guy who g o t  h u r t .  I t h i n k  t h a t  a f t e r  
we g o t  through t h i s  t h i n g ,  and everybody had a chance t o  s t op  
and r e a l i z e  what had taken p l a c e ,  a c t u a l l y  he could have felt 
bad about it. I know I d i d ,  and probably everybody else d id .  

Q D o  you r e c a l l  Captain  MEDINA a t  any t ime going
through-- there  were c e r t a i n l y  bod ie s  around. Did you 
e v e r  h e a r  a r a d i o  t r ansmis s ion ,  o r  i n s t r u c t i o n s ,  o r  
o r d e r s  of any k ind  t o  s t o p  t h e  k i l l i n g  t h e r e ?  

A. N O ,  s i r .  I d o n ' t  remember h e a r i n g  any c e a s e - f i r e  
' come over  t h e  r a d i o .  

Q • Being around t h e  command group, i f  t h a t  w e r e  put 
o u t ,  of  cou r se ,  you would h e a r  t h a t  on your  own r a d i o ,  would-
n 't you? 

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  I d o n ' t  remember, s i r ,  u n t i l  
a f t e r  e v e r y t h i n g  was over .  And t h e  b e s t  I remember, 
eve ry th ing  was completed i n  t h i s  v i l l a g e ,  and w e  s topped ,  
and we had something t o  e a t .  And then ,  I b e l i e v e ,  
b e f o r e  we moved i n t o  t h i s  nex t  l i t t l e  v i l l a g e  and g o t  
t h e s e  two l i t t l e  g i r l s ,  be fo re  we went i n  t h e r e ,  I b e l i e v e ,  
t h a t ' s  t h e  t i m e  I hea rd  him say  it. 

Q Do you r e c a l l  a f t e r  you m e t  up i n  t h e  a f t e r n o o n  w l t h  
--before we g e t  i n t o  t ha t - -Cha r l i e  Company r e p o r t e d  a body count  
t o  Task Force Barker  e a r l y  i n  t h e  morning. Do you r e c a l l  any 
of t h e  platoons--were you on t h e  company "push"? 

A. Yes, s i r .  
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Q. Do you r e c a l l  any of  t h e  p l a t o o n s  c a l l i n g  i n  a t  
any t ime  and g i v i n g  a body count? 

A. I d o n ' t  remember, s i r .  P o s s i b l y  t hey  could have.  
P o s s i b l y  it could have been g iven  v e r b a l l y  by t h e  p l a toon  
l e a d e r s .  I don ' t remenher any p a r t i c u l a r  instance w h e r e  t h . e l r  
d i d .  

Q. Do you e v e r  r e c a l l  hea r ing  Capta in  MEDINA o r  some-
body i n  t h e  command group making a c a l l  t o  b a t t a l i o n  and t e l l i n g  
o r  g i v i n g  them a body count?  

A.  I wasn 't on t h e  command n e t ,  s i r .  Anytime I w a s  
around t h e  headqua r t e r s  group,  I d o n ' t  remember any p a r t i c u l a r  
t r ansmis s ion .  

Q Do you r e c a l l  anybody t a l k i n g  o r  b e i n g  p r e t t y
happy about  k i l l i n g  a l o t  of VC? O r  d i d  anybody n o t  r e a l l y  
t h i n k  they  had k i l l e d  a l o t  of VC? 

A.  W e l l ,  a c t u a l l y ,  l i k e  I s a i d ,  s i r ,  I d o n ' t  th ink--
once t h e  people--once it was o v e r ,  and t h e  people  had t ime t o  
s t o p  and t h i n k ,  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  anybody was r e a l  proud of him-
s e l f .  I don1t know how many--they d i d  g e t  something l i k e  t h r e e  
weapons. I ' v e  h e a r d  seven weapons, b u t  I d o n ' t  know how many 
TIC were i n  t h e r e  who weren'  t carrying weapons .  I don ' t think 
t h a t  anybody f e l t  t hey  w e r e  a  he ro  o r  any th ing  o r  t h a t  t hey  
had accomplished anyth ing .  

Q W e  r ead  t h e s e  newspapers, o r  some of  them, and 
t h i s  w a s  p o r t r a y e d  i n  t h e  newspapers a s  a g r e a t  v i c t o r y .  You 
say everybody s o r t  of knew about it. I t h i n k  128 VC were re-
p o r t e d  k i l l e d .  Does t h a t  number r i n g  a b e l l  w i t h  you a t  a l l ?  

A. I d o n ' t  know t h e  number, s i r .  Tha t  was-- that  came 
o u t  i n  t h e  newspaper. I j u s t  remember t h a t  t h e r e  were some 
p i c t u r e s  pub l i shed  in - - I  probably r e a d  t h e  a r t i c l e ,  b u t  I d o n ' t  
remember. 

Q. Well, do you r e c a l l  r ead ing  t h e  a r t i c l e  and t h e n  
t h i n k i n g  any c e r t a i n  t h i n g ?  Do you normally r ead  an a r t i c l e ?  

A. W e l l ,  i f  I r ead  it, and they  s a i d  t h e r e  were 128 VC 
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k i l l e d ,  I would probably t h i n k  t h e r e  w e r e n ' t  t h a t  many VC i n  
t h e  v i l l a g e .  I d o n ' t  remember anyth ing  p a r t i c u l a r ,  s i r .  I 
do remember s e e i n g  t h e  p i c t u r e s  i n  t h e  papers ,  and I am n o t  
even s u r e  that I read  t h e  a r t i c l e ,  

Q That  would be s t r a n g e ,  n o t  r ead ing  t h e  a r t i c l e ?  

A. I guess  it would, s i r .  But I d o n ' t  remember t h e  
number t h a t  was mentioned i f  I d i d  r e a d  i t .  

Q .  While you were w i th  Bravo Company l a t e r  up t o  t h e  
n o r t h e a s t  t h e  evening of t h e  same day, do you r e c a l l  s e e i n g  
any p o l i c e  i n t e r r o g a t i n g  any s u s p e c t s ,  VC s u s p e c t s ?  

A. Yes, s ir .  

Q . What happened? 
ĉ . 

Well,  I b e l i e v e  w e  had t h r e e  p r i s o n e r s  w i t h  us .  i

A. --

The o t h e r  u n i t  t h a t  was t h e r e  had f i v e ,  six, or  seven.  I c; 2 

would say  t h e r e  w e r e  somewhere between a h a l f  dozen and 
dozen t o t a l .  The p o l i c e  and o u r  S 2  were t h e r e .  I t h i n k  
t h e r e  were t h r e e  o r  f o u r  of them p o s s i b l y .  I d i d  n o t  see Cl 
them i n t e r r o g a t e  them. I d i d  n o t  see them t a l k i n g  t o  them, 
b u t  they  had a p l a c e  they  c a r r i e d  them behind t o  t a l k  t o  
them. And a f t e r  t hey  t a l k e d  . t o  them--and I guess  t hey  
d i d n ' t  g e t  t h e  in format ion  they  wanted o u t  of them--well, 
they  would b r i n g  them back around t o  a d i t c h ,  back over  
on one s i d e ,  and t hey  s h o t ,  I b e l i e v e ,  two of them. 

Q D i d  you s e e  them s h o t ?  

A. I d i d n ' t .  I w a s n ' t  c l o s e  enough t o  see them. 
I c o u l d ' h e a r  t h e  s h o t s ,  and I knew t h a t  t hey  were s h o o t i n g  
them. I walked ove r  t o  t h e  d i t c h  a f t e r  i t  was all over and 
looked,  and they  were l y i n g  i n  t h e  d i t c h .  

Q Did Captain  KOTOUC s e e  t h i s ?  

A. I don' t be l i eve - - I  know Captain  KOTOUC wasn 't 
around t h e r e  when they  s h o t  them, b u t  he was t h e r e  when they  
were i n t e r r o g a t i n g  them. H e  was around on t h e  o t h e r  s i d e  where 
they  were i n t e r r o g a t i n g  them. Captain KOTOUC d i d  n o t  come 
around w i t h  them when they  s h o t  them, because it was t h e  p o l i c e  
who brought  them around. 
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Q e Did you e v e r  s e e  Capta in  ROTOUC wi th  a k n i f e  i n  h i s  
hand wh i l e  he was i n t e r r o g a t i n g ?  

A :  Xc, sir, 1 d l d n k .  i d i d n ' t  a c t u a l l y  s e e  t h e  i n t e r -
r o g a t i o n ,  b u t  I know t h a t  t hey  had a p l a c e  where they were t a k i n g  
them i n  one a t  a t ime.  Then they  b rough t ,  I b e l i e v e ,  it was two 
of  t h e m ,  s i r ,  p o s s i b l y  th ree- - I  don ' t know--around--

Q ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Capta in  MEDINA, w a s  he i.n a p o s i t i o n  
t o  be aware of t h i s ?  

A .  Capta in  MEDINA was t h e r e  i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y .  I d o n ' t  
know i f  he saw them o r  n o t .  H e  was t h e r e ,  r i g h t  i n  t h e  same 
a r e a .  This  took p l a c e  r i g h t  i n  our  p o s i t i o n  where we s p e n t  t h e  
n i g h t .  

Q .  Did t h i s  seem s o r t  of unusual  t o  you, s e e i n g  people  
s h o t  down l i k e  t h i s ?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r ,  it d i d .  

Q That  was a long day ,  t h e  1 6 t h  of March, f o r  you,
C h a r l i e  Company, wasn 't it, Se rgean t  MARONEY? 

A. I t  s u r e  w a s .  

Q You mentioned t h i s  p ickup.  You w e r e n ' t  s u r e .  Can 
you t h i n k  a l i t t l e  b i t  on t h a t  t ime when Colonel  HENDERSON came 
down and p icked  up Capta in  MEDINA? J u s t  k i n d  of p l a c e  it a 
l i t t l e  b i t  f o r  u s .  

A .  S i r ,  I am n o t  s u r e  i f  it was on t h a t  day o r  t h e  
next day, but I know it w a s  a f t e r  t h i s  o p e r a t i o n  or  du r ing  
t h i s  o p e r a t i o n  t h a t  h e  came o u t  and p i cked  him up i n  h i s  h e l i -
c o p t e r .  Capta in  MEDINA l e f t  w i t h  him, and they  were gone f o r  
I would say  an hour  and a h a l f  o r  2 hou r s ,  p o s s i b l y  2 
hours and one h a l f .  Capta in  MEDINA mentioned something about  
Colonel HENDERSON t a l k i n g  t o  him about t h i s  My L a i  ( 4 )  oper-
a t i o n .  

Q . D i d  Captain MEDINA t e l l  you t h a t  o r  d i d  you 
just hear him t a l k i n g ?  
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A. Well ,  I b e l i e v e  he  was . t a l k i n g  t o  t h e  p l a t o o n  
l e a d e r s  when he mentioned something about Colonel  HENDERSON 
t a l k i n g  t o  him about  t h a t ,  sir. 

Q But you hea rd  Capta in  MEDINA t a l k i n g  t o  some-
body about  t h a t ,  i s  t h a t  r i g h t ?  

A. Yes, s i r .  I hea rd  him make t h e  s t a t e m e n t  t h a t  
t h e  reason  Colonel  HENDERSON came and g o t  him was t o  t a l k  
t o  him about t h i s  My Lai  o p e r a t i o n .  

Q.  Were you o u t  i n  t h e  f i e l d  a t  t h a t  t i m e  on t h e  
o p e r a t i o n ?  

A. Yes, s i r .  

Q • Did he mention anyth ing  about an i n v e s t i g a t i o n
when he was t a l k i n g ?  Did he seem s o r t  of upse t  about  it, 
o r  d i d  he j u s t  s ay  it i n  con junc t ion  w i t h  a whole bunch of 
t h i n g s .  What was your  impress ion? What d i d  you t h i n k  when 
you hea rd  t h a t ?  

A.  Well,  when I hea rd  it, s i r ,  I f i g u r e d  t h a t  they 
were i n v e s t i g a t i n g .  I d o n ' t  know i f  Captain  P U D I N A  s a i d  
d i r e c t l y  t h a t  t hey  were s t a r t i n g  an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  o r  j u s t  
e x a c t l y  what h i s  words were ,  b u t  Colonel  HENDERSON was 
q u e s t i o n i n g  him on what happened t h e r e .  

Q Did he say  anyth ing  more? 

A. Not t h a t  I r e c a l l ,  s ir .  

Q There was no i m p l i c a t i o n  about -- do you t h i n k  he 
w a s  warning t h e s e  people  t h a t  t hey  were going t o  be  asked 
q u e s t i o n s  themse lves ,  maybe? Did you g e t  t h a t  impress ion? 

A. No, s ir .  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  I g o t  t h a t  impress ion 
from it. 

Q. Would you have been a f r a i d  of an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  i n  
C h a r l i e  Company about  t h a t  o p e r a t i o n ,  Se rgean t  MARONEY? 
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A. Would I have been,  s i r ?  

Q Y e s .  

A. No, s ir .  

Q Do you t h i n k  Capta in  MEDINA would have been? 

A. I d o n ' t  know, s i r .  I d o n ' t  know Captain  M E D I N A ' s  
f e e l i n g s  on t h i s  whole s i t u a t i o n .  I c o u l d n ' t  say .  

Q Do you remember t h e  p l a t o o n  l e a d e r s  a f t e r  they  g o t  
t h e r e  going down and t a l k i n g  t o  t h e  p l a toon  
about  Colonel  HENDERSON, t h e  b r i g a d e  commander, was upse t  o r  
words -- j u s t  looking  i n t o  t h i s ?  

A. They could have,  s i r .  I d o n ' t  know. I d o n ' t  
r e c a l l  going back and say ing  any th ing  t o  my people  about  
it. Of cou r se ,  I only had about seven o r  e i g h t  people  
t h e r e .  The r i f l e  p l a toon  l e a d e r s  could  p o s s i b l y  have gone 
back and t a l k e d  t o  t h e i r  people .  

Q You were a t  t h i s  m&ting as a p l a t o o n  l e a d e r ,  
w e r e n ' t  ysu? You hsd the x o r t ~ r s ?  

A.  Y e s ,  s i r .  

Q Did any of  t h e  p l a toon  l e a d e r s  ask any q u e s t i o n s ?  

A. I d o n ' t  remember, s i r .  The on ly  comment t h a t  I 
remember Captain  MEDINA making i s  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  Colonel  
HENDERSON came down, p icked  him up, rode around w i t h  him, 
and t a l k e d  t o  him o r  ques t ioned  him about  what took p l a c e  
a t  My L a i .  I don1t remember any o t h e r  t h i n g  he s a i d  i n  
p a r t i c u l a r  about  it. H e  cou ld  have s a i d  something e l s e ,  b u t  
it d i d  n o t  seem of importance a t  t h a t  t i m e  t o  m e  i f  he d i d  
s a y  anyth ing  e l s e .  

Q. You were e x t r a c t e d  on t h e  1 8 t h ,  and you went 
b a c k . t o  D o t t i e .  When C h a r l i e  Company went on i t s  nex t  
o p e r a t i o n ,  did you' go w i t h  them i n t o  t h e  f i e l d ?  
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A. I d o n ' t .  remember, s i r ,  what t h e  n e x t  o p e r a t i o n  
w a s .  I know t h a t  up u n t i l  t h i s  t ime I had been s e p a r a t e  
from t h e  u n i t .  I was on LZ Upt igh t  when we w e r e  c a l l e d .  
The p l a t o o n  l e a d e r  was supposed t o  come down t h e r e ,  and 
Capta in  MEDINA s a i d  f o r  m e  t o  b r i n g  t h e  people  down. 1 
b e l i e v e ,  a s  f a r  a s  I know, t h e  nex t  o p e r a t i o n  w e  went 
on ve ry  p o s s i b l y  I was w i t h  t h e  u n i t .  

Q I am t r y i n g  t o  f i x  t h i s ,  when Captain  MEDINA t a l k e d  
t o  you p l a toon  l e a d e r s .  You are p r e t t y  s u r e  it was on t h i s  
o p e r a t i o n ,  sometime d u r i n g  t h e  My Lai o p e r a t i o n ,  i n  t h a t  
a r e a ,  a s  i n  tha t  3-day p e r i o d .  You're p r e t t y  s u r e  of that, 
then?  I f  y o u ' r e  n o t ,  s a y  y o u ' r e  no t .  

A .  S i r ,  I c a n ' t  say  d e f i n i t e l y .  I know it w a s  soon 
a f t e r  t h a t  i n c i d e n t ,  because Colonel  HENDERSON came dawn 
and w e  were o u t  i n  t h e  f i e l d .  H e  p icked up Capta in  MEDINA 
and took him up i n  h i s  h e l i c o p t e r .  And they  rode around 
f o r  a long  t i m e ,  f o r  a couple  of hours .  H e  came back an'd then--
I d o n ' t  know i f  you c a l l  it a meet ing,  b u t  t h e  p l a toon  
l e a d e r s  were t h e r e .  H e  j u s t  made a comment about t h e  f a c t  t h a t  
Colonel  HENDERSON wanted t o  t a l k  t o  him and f i n d  o u t  some-
t h i n g  about t h e  s i t u a t i o n  i n  t h a t  My Lai  o p e r a t i o n .  I t  
could have been p o s s i b l y  on t h e  n e x t  o p e r a t i o n  o r  it could 
have been on t h i s  szme o p e r a t i o n .  I 'rn n o t  d e f i n i t e l y  s u r e ,  

Q Was t h a t  t h e  only  t h i n g  d i scussed  a t  t h a t  meet ing,  
o r  d i d  you p u t  o u t  o t h e r  s t u f f  about  the--

A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  I d o n ' t  know, s i r .  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  
he  would j u s t  c a l l  them up t h e r e  t o  t e l l  them t h a t .  F t h i n k  
probably t h e r e  would have been o t h e r  t h i n g s  d i s c u s s e d ,  but 
a t  t h i s  t i m e  I c a n ' t  t e l l  you what e l s e  was s a i d .  

Q Do you have any i d e a  about t h e  t ime i n t e r v a l  be-
tween t h e  end of t h i s  o p e r a t i o n  and--the end of t h a t  o p e r a t i o n  
u n t i l  t h e  t ime t h a t  you went back t o  t h e  1/20? About how long  
was it? 

A. We went back t o  t h e  1/20 about  t h e  end o f - - s i r ,  
I donl ' t  know i f  it was t h e  end of  March when we went back. I 
guess it was t h e  end of March p o s s i b l y  when we went back ,  
because t h e  weather  must have been--I 'd  say 1 0  days ,  between 
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1 0  and 1 5  days ,  i f  t h a t  was when Task Force  Barker  was d i s -
banded. I ' m  n o t  s u r e  it was t h e  end of  March. 

Q D i d  anybody i n  tha-L compar~y ever expres s  a 
f e e l i n g  on subsequent  o p e r a t i o n s  t h a t  somebody w a s  t r y i n g  
t o  g e t  you o u t  of t h e  way, o u t  of s i g h t ,  o r  g e t  you t o  where 
people  c o u l d n ' t  g e t  i n  t o  s e e  you. D i d  t h i s  e v e r  c r o s s  your  
mind? Did you e v e r  h e a r  t h a t  exp res sed ,  t h a t  i d e a ,  anywhere? 

A. No, s i r ,  n o t  t o  my knowledge. 

Q Were your  o p e r a t i o n s ,  as f a r  a s  y o u ' r e  concerned,  
very normal r i g h t  a f t e r  t h i s  o p e r a t i o n ?  The o p e r a t i o n s  i n  
which you p a r t i c i p a t e d  l a t e r  on,  d i d  t hey  s e e m  l i k e  t h e  
o p e r a t i o n  t h a t  you had been doing b e f o r e ?  

A.  They were l i k e  I t o l d  M r .  WEST. W e  r a n ,  a s  f a r  
as I saw, normal o p e r a t i o n s .  I t  cou ld ' ve  been a l i t t l e  
d i f f e r e n t ,  because we w e r e  g iven  a r e a s  t o  c l e a r .  W e  were 
given s o  many g r i d  squa re s  t o  cove r ,  and w e  covered t h i s  
a r e a .  

Q How about  Se rgean t  BERNHARDT? Do you know Ser-
ge a n t  BEHu'i-ikRDT? 

A. I 'm f a m i l i a r  w i t h  him, s i r .  I d o n ' t  r e a l l y  know 
him. 

Q Did you e v e r  h e a r  about  Se rgean t  BERNHARDT b e i n g  
s e n t  away on a d e t a i l  wh i l e  t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  was be ing  made 
so he wou ldn ' t  be around? D i d  you e v e r  hea r  t h e  N C O ' s  t a l k i n g  
about  t h a t ?  

A. No, s ir .  

a .  Did you e v e r  h e a r  about  a  h e l i c o p t e r  p i l o t  caus ing  
an  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  o r  about some problem wi th  a h e l i c o p t e r  p i l o t  
and your company? 

A.  NO, sir .  Not m e .  

Q You never  d i d  h e a r  about  t h a t ?  

A.  I d o n ' t  guess  s o ,  s i r .  
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Q .  Did you see any h e l i c o p t e r s  land on t h e  16 th  of 
March o t h e r  than  t h e  one t h a t  dusted-off CARTER? Do you 
r e c a l l  any choppers landing  anywhere? 

A .  T h a t ' s  a l l  t h e r e  was, s i r ,  t h a t  I remember landing.  
When t h e  C I D  interviewed me, he aslced me t h e  same th ing .  I 
d o n ' t  remember any o t h e r  h e l i c o p t e r  landing t h e r e  where I could 
s e e  him o t h e r  than  t h e  one t h a t  picked up CARTER a f t e r  we 
were dropped o f f .  

Q Did you e v e r  hea r  anything about a r a d i o  t r a n s -
mission i n  t h e  command group about t h e  company being turned  
around t o  go back i n t o  My L a i  ( 4 ) ,  and the d i v i s i o n  commander 
coming on t h e  n e t  saying something? Did you ever  h e a r  any-
t h i n g  l i k e  t h a t ?  

A. N O ,  s ir .  

Q Did you know t h e  radio te lephone  o p e r a t o r  of Captain 
MEDINA p r e t t y  w e l l  o r  a t  a l l ?  

A. I know -- I knew him p r e t t y  wel l  a t  t h a t  t ime,  sir.  

COL FRANKLIN: Thank you Sergeant  MARONEY, you were very help-
f u l .  

$:P, WEST: Let xc j u s t  gc Sack b r i e f l y  to the cvents cn t k e  
morning of My La i  ( 4 ) .  When you t a l k e d  t o  M r .  THOMPSON down 
a t  F o r t  Hood back i n  September, he asked you how many people 
you est imated were k i l l e d  i n  t h e r e ,  and,you s a i d  between 50 
and 100. Does t h a t - s t i l l  f i t  i n  with your r e c o l l e c t i o n ?  

A.  S i r ,  I would say throughout t h e  v i l l a g e ,  count ing 
t h e  group t h a t  I saw on t h e  road,  I ' d  say a t  l e a s t  50. And 
when I gave him t h a t  f i g u r e ,  I t o l d  him I d i d n ' t  even th ink  
about counting them o r  anything e l s e .  I j u s t  f igured  t h a t  
t h a t  would be a f a i r  f i g u r e ,  and I f igured  t h a t  probably I d i d  
s e e  50 people dead o r  poss ib ly  more. 

Q. From what you know of Captain MEDINA's move-
ments through t h e  hamlet t h a t  morning, would you say  t h a t  
he was i n  t h e  same p o s i t i o n  t o  see the  dead people t h a t  
you were? 
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A. Poss ib ly  he could have seen more o r  he could 
have seen l e s s ,  s i r .  I was near  Captain MEDINA t h e  major i ty  
of t h e  t ime through the v i l l a g e .  P a r t  of zhe time we would 
drop back behind t h e  headquarters  group, then we would ca tch  
up wi th  them. We were with them p a r t  of t h e  t ime and be-
hind  them p a r t  of t h e  t ime. I c o u l d n ' t  say.  

Q Well, a s  you moved along w i t h  Captain MEDINA, 
behind him, from time t o  t i m e  you d id  s e e  dead people 
i n  t h e  hamlet? 

A. I n s i d e  of t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

Q. Yes, i n  t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

A. Yes, s ir .  There were dead people.  

Q I n  o t h e r  words, you were moving genera l ly  along 
t h e  rou te  t h a t  Captain MEDINA took,  and you saw --

A. ( In te rpos ing)  I was behind Captain MEDINA almost 
throughout t h e  v i l l a g e ,  and i n  some cases  we were f a i r l y  
close t o  him at a l l  tines, 

Q During t h e  morning, be fo re  you l e f t  My Lai  ( 4 ) ,  
a t  any t ime during t h e  morning were you v i s i t e d  by any 
o f f i c e r  of t h e  t a s k  force, t h e  b r igade ,  o r  t h e  d i v i s i o n ?  
Did anybody come i n  by h e l i c o p t e r  t o  v i s i t  Captain MEDINA, 
f o r  example? 

A. The only h e l i c o p t e r  t h a t  I remember coming i n ,  s i r ,  
w a s  t h e  one t h a t  took ou t  CARTER. I was t h e r e  when they 
loaded him on it. I d o n ' t  p a r t i c u l a r l y  remember anybody g e t t i n g  
o f f  and s t ay ing .  You mean i f  somebody came and s t ayed  o r  --

Q .  ( In te rpos ing)  E i t h e r  came and s t ayed ,  o r  j u s t  
was t h e r e  b r i e f l y ,  or--

A. ' ( In te rpos ing)  There could 've  poss ib ly  been some-
body on t h e  h e l i c o p t e r ,  and maybe he t a l k e d  t o  him then.  I 
d o n ' t  know, sir. I don 't remember any. 
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Nobody else came, t hen ,  t o  your  knowledge? 

Not t o  my knowledge, s ir .  

COL FRANKLIN: J u s t  two q u e s t i o n s ,  sir .  When you went 
back t o  Upt igh t ,  d i d  you t a l k  t o  your  p l a t o o n  l e a d e r  about 
t h i s ?  

A. About what' had happened, s i r ?  

Q. Yes. 

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  W e  t a l k e d  about  it. The p l a toon  
t a l k e d  about  it. 

Q The p l a t o o n  t a l k e d  about  it. He knew about  it, 
then?  

A.  Yes, s i r .  H e  knew about  what took p l a c e ,  s ir .  
I wouldn ' t  say  t h a t  h e  knew e x a c t l y  what took p l a c e ,  b u t  he 
knew a bunch of people  g o t  k i l l e d  down t h e r e .  

Q You t h i n k  t h a t  he  knew a l o t  of innocent  people  
o r  k i d s  had been k i l l e d ?  

A. I d o n ' t  e x a c t l y  remember. L i e u t e n a n t  ANDERSON, 
s i r ,  he  was k ind  o f  funny. The company commander p u t  him 
w i t h  t h e  mor ta r  p l a t o o n ,  and he d i d n ' t  know any th ing  about 
t h e  mor ta rs .  And he  d i d n ' t  t r y  t o  i e a r n  anyth ing  about  
t h e  mor ta rs .  T h a t ' s  why myself and t h i s  p l a toon  s e r g e a n t  
went on t h i s  o p e r a t i o n ,  and we l e f t  him back up t h e r e .  I 
d o n ' t  e x a c t l y  know how much L ieu tenan t  ANDERSON knew about  it. 
H e  was aware of it. I know he w a s  aware t h a t  it took p l a c e .  

Q. Did you e v e r  t a l k  t o  t h e  t h e  p l a toon  s e r g e a n t s
much about  t h i s ?  

A. No, s i r .  I never  d i scus sed  it t h a t  much w i t h  
them. Anytime, s i r ,  t h a t  we ope ra t ed  i n  t h e  f i e l d ,  o r  anytime 
w e  were on a l and ing  zone, we were always s e p a r a t e  from 
t h e  r i f l e  p l a toons .  When we were i n  t h e  f i e l d  w e  were 
s e p a r a t e  excep t  when we s e t  up a t  n i g h t .  I n  some 
cases  I would go around and t a l k  t o  some of them. T h a t ' s  
t h e  on ly  chance I e v e r  g o t  t o  t a l k  t o  anybody o t h e r  
t h a n  t h e  people  i n  my p l a toon .  I t  i s  a lmost  a  s e p a r a t e  
u n i t .  
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Q Thi s  guy, JOLLY.  Was he your  FO? 

A. H e  w a s  t h e  on ly  FO I had ,  s ir .  

Q Did you e v e r  h e a r  about him g e t t i n g  involved  i n  a 
rape w i t h  some woman? 

A. No, s i r .  

Q You never  heard  him t a l k  about  t h a t ?  

A.  No, s i r .  

MR WEST: Se rgean t  MARONEY, can you t h i n k  o f  any th ing  you 
would l i k e  t o  t e l l  u s?  Any s t a t e m e n t s  t h a t  you would l i k e  t o  
make b e f o r e  we c l o s e  t h e  i n t e r r o g a t i o n ?  

A.  I have a q u e s t i o n ,  s i r ,  t h a t  I ' d  l i k e  t o  a sk .  

Q. A l l  r i g h t .  

A .  I made a s t a t e m e n t  h e r e  a w h i l e  ago t o  t h e  e f f e c t  
t h a t  t h i s  one i n d i v i d u a l  -- t h e  on ly  one t h a t  I s a w  k i l l e d - -
a boy i n  my p l a t o o n  s h o t  him f i r s t .  W e l l ,  t h e  boy s h o t  him. 
H e  k e p t  h a r r a s s i n g  m e  about  want ing t o  s h o o t  somebody, wanting 
.I--Lv shoot somzbcdy, an; I guess If i c a l l y  g c t  disgusted, and 
f i n a l l y  I s a i d  t h a t  i f  he d i d n ' t  s h o o t  him somebody else prob-
ably would. So he  s h o t  him. E v i d e n t l y ,  however, he d i d n ' t  
-- it d i d n ' t  k i l l  t h e  man, and a n o t h e r  man s h o t  him. But I ' d  
j u s t  l i k e  t o  know f o r  my b e n e f i t ,  i f  you can t e l l  m e  any th ing ,  
how s e r i o u s  t h i s  would be as f a r  a s  I ' m  concerned? 

Q - Well ,  I d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  t h i s  is  t h e  t ime and p l a c e  
t o  a d v i s e  you about  t h i s ,  Se rgean t  MARONEY. I t  i s n ' t  ou r  
mi s s ion  t o  i n q u i r e  i n t o  t h e  c u l p a b i l i t y  o f  i n d i v i d u a l s  f o r  what 
happened t h e r e  t h a t  day. E s s e n t i a l l y ,  we a r e  t r y i n g  t o  f i n d  out  
what happened and a r e  p r i m a r i l y  l ook ing  i n t o  t h e  adequacy of  
t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  of  t h e  i n c i d e n t  and whether  t h e r e  w a s  any 
coverup. I t h i n k  you have been adv i sed ,  though,  t h a t  t h e  t e s t i -
mony t h a t  w a s  g iven  h e r e  could  p o s s i b l y  be used a g a i n s t  you, 
if t h i n g s  come o u t .  I would recommend t o  you t h a t  you seek  
counse l  s e p a r a t e l y ,  l e g a l  a d v i c e ,  i n  t h e  e v e n t  of p o s s i b l e  
c u l p a b i l i t y  a r i s i n g  o u t  of t h i s  i n c i d e n t .  I t  would be inappro-
p r ia te  t o  a d v i s e  you on t h i s  p o i n t  a t  t h i s  t ime .  
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A .  Yes, sir.  

Q Sergeant  MARONEY, a f t e r  you l eave  h e r e ,  i f  you
could th ink  of anything e l s e  which you f e e l  might h e l p  t h e  
i n q u i r y ,  i f  you run across  any n o t e s ,  photographs, memoranda, 
o r  o l d  l e t t e r s  t h a t  you wrote home which perhaps may throw 
some l i g h t  on t h e  s u b j e c t  i n t o  which we a r e  i n q u i r i n g ,  w e  
would apprec ia te  hear ing  from you. I want t o  thank you for 
coming h e r e  today,  and he lp ing  us.  You have con t r ibu ted  
m a t e r i a l l y  t o  t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  

A .  S i r ,  can I ask one more ques t ion?  

Q Yes, indeed. 

A.  I would l i k e  t o  ask a  ques t ion  t h a t  Colonel FRANKLIN 
-- when t h i s  JOLLY was supposed t o  have go t  involved i n  t h i s  
t h i n g ,  d id  t h i s  happen i n  t h i s  same case? 

COL FRANKLIN: We have -evidence t o  b e l i e v e  t h a t  JOLLY may 
have been impl ica ted  i n  an i n c i d e n t  of t h i s  type ,  yes .  

A .  I was completely unaware of i t ,  sir .  I d i d n ' t  
know anything about t h i s .  

Q I d o n ' t  say t h i s  was a t r u e  s ta tement .  I say t h a t  
t h e r e  i s  evidence t h a t  he might have. 

A 
LA. Jolly was--he w a s  my P O ,  2nd he was wi th  caz 
of t h e  r i f l e  p la toons .  H e  wasn ' t  with me, b u t  I was unaware 
of  t h i s .  JOLLY was a r e a l  f i n e  man. H e  was a good man 
t o  have i n  my p la toon.  I was completely unaware of t h i s .  I 
d i d n ' t  know anything about it. . 

MR WEST: Well, we have a l o t  of s ta tements  about a l o t  of 
th ings  happening, and we have formed no conclusions y e t .  I 
say  t h a t  i n  regards t o  JOLLY as  w e l l  a s  many o t h e r s .  

Anything e l s e ?  

(Witness makes no response,  ) 

The hea r ing  w i l l  be recessed.  

(The hea r ing  recessed  a t  1304 hours ,  31 December 
1969 .) 
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SUMMARY O F  TESTIMONY 

WITNESS: OLIPHANT, John L . ,  SP4 

DATE O F  TESTIMONY: 31 December 1 9 6 9  

PLACE OF TESTIMONY: Pentagon 

WITNESS SUSPECTED OF: N/A 

COUNSEL: None 

DUTY ASSIGNMENT ON 16 MARCH 1968: Ammunition B e a r e r ,  
Mortar  P l a toon ,  C/1/20. 

1. PREOPERATIONAL PLANS AND BRIEFINGS. 

Witness s t a t e d  t h a t  h e  was p re sen t .  a t  Capta in  
MEDINA' s b r i e f i n g  on 15  March Cpg. 3) , b u t  h e  could  
n o t  remember what was s a i d  o t h e r  t h a n  it was a s e a r c h  
and d e s t r o y  miss ion  (pg. 4 ) .  H e  l a t e r  s t a t e d  t h a t  he  
could  have hea rd  o r d e r s  t h a t  t h e  t r o o p s  should  d e s t r o y  
t h e  food i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  (pg. 8 ) .  H e  d i d  n o t  recal l  a 
memcrial s e r v i c e  be ing  he ld  (pg. 4) , and f e l t  t h a t  t h e  
mood of  t h e  men i n  t h e  unit w a s  t h e  same a s  t h a t  p re -  
ced ing  any o t h e r  o p e r a t i o n  (pg. 4 ) .  I t  was h i s  f i r s t  
b r i e f i n g  as he had been t h e r e  on ly  a month (pgs .  4 ,  l o )  . 
2. ASSAULT ON MY LAT. 

H e  thought h i s  p l a toon  went i n  on t h e  l a s t  l i f t .  
There w e r e  seven or  e i g h t  members of t h e  p l a t o o n  w i t h  
him and they  had one tube (pg.  5) . Upon l a n d i n g ,  t hey  
set  up t h e i r  weapon i n  a r i c e  paddy c l o s e  t o  t h e  h e l i -  
c o p t e r  (pg. 5)  , approximately  300 t o  400 meters  from 
t h e  hamlet  (pg. 6 )  . They t h e n  moved forward a lmost  t o  
t h e  v i l l a g e  where t hey  set  up a g a i n  (pg. 6)  . They 
fol lowed t h i s  p a t t e r n  moving forward and s e t t i n g  up 
through t h e  v i l l a g e  (pg. 6 ) .  They never  f i r e d  t h e  
mortars (pg.  7 )  . They fol lowed t h e  t h i r d  p l a t o o n  (pg.  7 )  . 
H e  s t a t e d  t h a t  it took  them a l i t t l e  more t h a n  h a l f  a day 
t o  move through t h e  v i l l a g e  (pgs. 9 ,  10) . They went 
through i n  s i n g l e  o r  double f i l e  on a t r a i l  through 
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bushes (pg. 1 4 )  . H e  n o t i c e d  some hootcnes  burn ing  (pg. 7 )  , 
some dead l i v e s t o c k  (pg.  8), and saw a number o f  
dead bod ie s  most of  whom were men (pg.  8 ) .  Somewhere 
between t h e  middle of  t h e  v i l l a g e  and t h e  end ,  t hey  s a w  
a number 'dl i v e  Vietnamese, most ly  women and c h i l d r e n ,  
b u t  he  d i d  n o t  recal l  i f  someone had t aken  them i n  charge  
(pg. 9 ) .  He agreed  w i t h  h i s  s t a t emen t  t o  t h e  CTD which was 
made i n  September a t  F o r t  Hood, that  t h e r e  were 2 0 0  t o  300  
dead people  (pgs .  1 0 ,  1 5 ,  1 6 ) .  He d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  s ee inq  
t h e  d i t c h  wi th  a number of  bod ie s  i n  i t  (pg. 1 2 ) .  H e  f e e l s  
t h a t  there were q u i t e  a few women and c h i l d r e n  dead b u t  
he  d i d  n o t  n o t i c e  i f  t h e r e  were bunches of people .  They 
were s c a t t e r e d  a l l  around t h e  hootches  and t r a i l s  (pg. 1 4 ) .  
H e  s t a t e d  he  has  no i d e a  why i t  happened (pg.  19)  . H e  
d i d  r e c a l l  t h e  company moving t o  spend t h e  n i g h t  n e a r  a 
graveyard (pg. 16)  , b u t  d i d  no t -  r e c a l l  c l e a r l y  t h e  
o p e r a t i o n s  on t h e  1 7 t h  (pg. 16) . H e  t hough t ,  b u t  was 
n o t  s u r e ,  t h a t  t hey  w e r e  n o t  l i f t e d  o u t  of  t h e  a r e a  o f  
o p e r a t i o n  by h e l i c o p t e r  b u t  walked o u t  (pg.  1 7 ) .  

3. INQUIRIES CONCERNING TEE ASSAULT. 


The wi tnes s  had n o t  been i n  combat b e f o r e  and f e l t  
t h a t  this was t h e  way t h e  company normally ope ra t ed  (pg. 11). 
He s t a t e d  t h a t  he  d i d  n o t  know a t  t h e  t i m e  what a s e a r c h  
and d e s t r o y  miss ion meant (pg.  1 9 ) .  H e  d i d  n o t  know t h a t  
t h e r e  was an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  going on nor  d i d  he  know 
Colonel  HENDERSON (pg.  17) . No one approached him and 
asked him about  t h e  i n c i d e n t  (pgs .  17 ,  18)  and he never  s a w  
Colonel BARKER (pg.  1 7 ) .  H e  f e l t  t h a t  MEDINA c a l l e d  t h e  
cmpany t o g e t h e r ,  a f t e r  t h e  o p e r a t i o n ,  b u t  d i d  n o t  
remember M E D I N A 1 s  words (pg.  1 8 ) .  IIe s t a t e s  t h a t  no one 
eve r  t o l d  him n o t  t o  t a l k  about t h e  inciderzt  (pg.  1 8 ) .  

4. OTHER INFORMATION. 


OLIPHANT s t a t e d  t h a t  he d i d  n o t  know t h e r e  was a 
mari juana problem i n  t h e  company, and he knew n o t h i n g '  
of any member of  t h e  company be ing  under t h e  i n f l u e n c e  
of mari juana (pg. 19)  
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(The hear ing  reconvened a t  0910 hours ,  
31 December 1969.) 

MR WEST: The hea r ing  w i l l  come t o  o rde r .  

RCDR: T h e  fol lowing persons a r e  p r e s e n t :  MR WEST, 
COL MILLER, COL FRANKLIN, MAJ ZYCHOWSKI, and MAJ COOP. 

The next  witness  i s  S p e c i a l i s t  Four John 
L. OLIPHENT. 

(SP4 OLIPHENT, was c a l l e d  as a wi tness ,  was 
sworn, and t e s t i f i e d .  a s  follows :) 

RCDR: Would you s ta te  your f u l l  name, grade ,  
S o c i a l  Secur i ty  number, branch of s e r v i c e ,  organiza t ion  
and s t a t i o n ?  

A. John L. OLIPHENT, S p e c i a l i s $  Four,  . 
Q Branch of s e r v i c e ?  

A. m Y 

Q . Organizat ion and s t a t i o n ?  

A. C/2/46,  For t  Hood. 

MR WEST: S p e c i a l i s t  OLIPHENT, .before we g e t  i n t o  
any ques t ions  Colonel MILLER w i l l  g i v e  you some i n f o r -
mation about the na ture  and purpose of  t h i s  i n v e s t i -
ga t ion .  

COL MILLER: This i n v e s t i g a t i o n  has  been d i r e c t e d  
by %he Secre ta ry  of t h e  Army and by t h e  Chief of S t a f f  
of t h e  Army f o r  the  purpose of determining f a c t s  and 
making f ind ings  and recommendations with r e s p e c t  t o  
two maj o r  ma t t e r s  : 

(1) t he  adequacy of p r i o r  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  
and i n q u i r i e s  i n t o  and t h e  subsequent r e p o r t s  and 
reviews w i t h i n  t h e  chain of command of what w e  now 
r e f e r  t o  commonly as  t h e  My Lai  i n c i d e n t  of March 
of 1 9 6  8 .  I th ink  you know t o  what I r e f e r ,  and 
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( 2 )  t h e  p o s s i b l e  suppression o r  with- 
holding of information by any person who had a  duty 
t o  r epor t  and t o  f u r n i s h  information concerning t h i s  
i n c i d e n t .  

It i s  no t  our  primary purpose t o  i n v e s t i -  
g a t e  everyth ing  t h a t  happened a t  My Lai .  The purposes 
a r e  as  I j u s t  s t a t e d .  W e  a re  a c t u a l l y  having t o  i n q u i r e  
i n  some d e t a i l  t o  what happened a t  My Lai .  

We have had made a v a i l a b l e  t o  us and have 
read s ta tements  made by wi tnesses  i n  o t h e r  i n v e s t i -  
ga t ions  such as  the  I G  and t h e  C I D  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  
i n t o  t h i s  i n c i d e n t .  We have your p r i o r  s t a t ement ,  
too .  

Your testimony today w i l l  be under o a t h ,  
and a  verbatim record  w i l l  be made. I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  
having t h e  r e p o r t e r ,  we a l s o  have a  t ape  recorde r .  

Our r e p o r t  has  a genera l  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  
of c o n f i d e n t i a l .  However, t h e r e  i s  a t  l e a s t  t h e  possi-  
b i l i t y  t h a t  some o r  a l l  of t h e  testimony given may 
a t  some time i n  t h e  f u t u r e  become a  mat ter  o f  p u b l i c  
knowledge. 

You a r e  d i r e c t e d  o r  ordered t o  n o t  d i s c u s s  
the  testimony you g ive  he re  i n  t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  w i t h  
o t h e r s ,  inc luding  o t h e r  witnesses  f o r  t h i s  i n v e s t i -  
g a t i o n ,  both those who have been h e r e  and those who 
may come, except  i n  the  performance of your o f f i c i a l  
duty o r  as you may be requ i red  t o  do before  a competent 
judicial- ,  l e g i s l a t i v e  o r  admin i s t r a t ive  body. 

I ' l l  exp la in  t h a t  a  l i t t l e  b i t  more i n  
j u s t  a  moment. 

I understand t h a t  you a r e  under t h e  o r d e r  
i s sued  by t h e  m i l i t a r y  judge i n  the  genera l  cour t -  
n a r t i a l  case of t h e  United S t a t e s  v. Calley t o  not 
discuss  your testimony i n  c e r t a i n  a reas .  A r e  you 
aware of t h e  o rde r  t o  which I a m  r e f e r r i n g ?  
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A.  I t h i n k  t h a t ' s  t h e  same l e t t e r  I g o t  from For t  
Benning. Yes, I d id  r ece ive  it. 

COL MILLER: Your apperdrance he re  i n  no way changes t h e  
e f f e c t  of t h a t  order .  That o rde r  i s  s t i l l  s t and ing  and 
you are expected t o  comply with it. 

Your testimony here  and your appearance here  is  
w i t h i n  t h e  permiss ib le  l i m i t s  of t h a t  o rde r .  I n  o t h e r  words, 
you a r e  not  v i o l a t i n g  t h e  o rde r  by t e s t i f y i n g  b e f o r e  t h i s  
hear ing .  The l i m i t a t i o n  on t h e  d i scuss ion  of your  testimony, 
which I j u s t  mentioned, does not  p r o h i b i t  you from t e s t i f y i n g  
as  you may be c a l l e d  t o  do before  an A r t i c l e  32  inves t iga -
t i o n  o r  any o t h e r  o f f i c i a l  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  i n t o  t h i s  case o r  
as a  wi tness  i n  a cour t -mar t ia l .  

A t  t h i s  time you are n o t  suspected  of any of fense  
with r e spec t  t o  My Lai.  You may r e c a l l  t h a t  b e f o r e  you came 
i n  here you and Sergeant  MARONEY had asked about counsel.  
Do you have any d e s i r e  t o  have counse i  made a v a i l a b l e  t o  
you? 

:.. 
I 

A- No, s i r .  

Q I n  t h e  event  anything comes up where it appears 
t h a t  counsel would be appropr ia t e ,  we w i l l  c e r t a i n l y  inform 
you. I f  you f e e l  a t  some time t h a t  you need counse l ,  you 
c e r t a i n l y  have the  r i g h t  t o  r e q u e s t  counse 1 immediately. 

MR WEST: S p e c i a l i s t  OLIPHENT, would you t e l l  us what your 
d u t y  assignment was on 1 6  March 1968? 

A. I was an ammo beare r  f o r  t h e  mortar  p la toon,  

Q a 
Do you remember t h e  opera t ion  a g a i n s t  a l i t t l e  

h a m l e t  of My Lai  ( 4 )  ? 

A. y e s ,  s i r .  

Q - We understand t h a t  Captain MEDINA b r i e f e d  Char l ie  
Company about the  upcoming opera t ion  on t h e  day be fo re ,  on 
the 15th. Were you p r e s e n t  a t  t h a t  b r i e f i n g ?  

A.  Yes. 
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Q. Could you t e l l  us what Captain MEDINA s a i d ?  

A. Offhand, I c a n ' t  remember what it was a l l  about. 
The only t h i n g  I r e a l l y  can remember i s  t h a t  he said t h a t  
we had t o  go i n .  

Q Did he t a l k  about thezenemy s t r e n g t h  o r  what t o  
expect  i n  t h e r e ?  

A. Not t h a t  I can r e c a l l .  

Q Do you r e c a l l  him saying what k ind  of a mission 
it was : a search  and c l e a r ,  search  and des t roy?  

A .  The only t h i n g  I can remember i s  t h a t  I heard 
it was a sea rch  and des t roy  mission. 

Q Do you remember, about t h i s  t ime,  a memorial 
s e r v i c e  be ing  he ld  f o r  t h e  company? 

A. No, I don ' t .  

Q • What was t h e  mood of t h e  men of t h e  company
a f t e r  the  b r i e f i n g  t h e  n igh t  before  t h e  opera t ion?  

A. W e l l ,  I c a n ' t ,  you know, say t h a t  it was t h a t  
much d i f f e r e n t  from any o t h e r  operat ion.  

Q. J u s t  about l i k e  any o t h e r  opera t ion?  

A. Yes. 

(r We 've had some testimony t h a t  Captain MEDINA 
gave what might be c a l l e d  a pep t a l k  and t r i e d  t o  work 
t h e  men up and impress on them t h a t  t h i s  was a b i g  
opera t ion  and t h e  enemy would be i n  My L a i  ( 4 )  i n  s t r e n g t h .  
Do you r e c a l l  any of  sthis? Does t h i s  r e f r e s h  your memory? 

A. Well, maybe he  could have given a pep talk, b u t  
I d o n ' t  know. This i s  t h e  f i r s t  one f o r  me. 

Q You say t h a t  t h i s  i s  t h e  f i r s t  company b r i e f i n g  
you 've ever  a t tended? 

A. Right ,  i n  t h a t  case.  
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Q L e t ' s  go t o  t h e  next  day now, t h e  day of t h e  
a s s a u l t  on My Lai ( 4 )  , t h e  16th .  How many members of the  
mortar  p la toon went along on t h i s  opera t ion?  

A. W e l l ,  on that day I th ink  it was maybe, 
approximately seven o r  e i g h t  a t  t h e  most. 

Q e  How many tubes d i d  you t ake  with you? 

A. We only had one tube .  

Q. You're an m u n i t i o n  b e a r e r  you say. What did  
you carry? 

A. It was a switchup, you know. P a r t  of t h e  time 
you were ca r ry ing  ammo, and then again a switchover on your 
gun, and switch around l i k e  t h a t .  

What l i f t  d i d  you go i n ?  

A .  Well, t o  my remembering it had t o  be around t h e  
' l a s t  one, you know. 

8 D o  you remember about what time i t  was when you 
hit t h e  landing zone? 

A. The o b j e c t i v e ?  

Yes? 

A .  Not r i g h t  offhand,  b u t  I th ink  it was k ind  of 
early i n  t h e  morning. I d o n ' t  know. 

Q 0 
What d i d  you f i r s t  do a f t e r  you g o t  o u t  of the  

h e l i c o p t e r  near  My Lai ( 4 ) ?  

A. W e  go t  out  and w e  j u s t  s e t  up t h e  gun. 

Q Where were you a t  t h i s  t ime? 

A. W e  s e t  up j u s t  out  frorn.where t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  
landed. It was out i n  a r i c e  paddy. 

Q I n  a r i c e  paddy? 

A.  Right .  

Q How f a r  from t h e  hamlet of My Lai  ( 4 )  were you? 
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A. I t ' s  hard  t o  say. Maybe it was j u s t  3 0 0  to 400 
meters. 

Q You could s e e  the  hamlet? 

A. You could s e e  i n t o  it across  t h e  r i c e  paddies.  

Q Did you draw any enemy f i re  dur ing  this t ime? 
Did anybody shoot  a t  you? 

A. Not t o  my memory. I c a n ' t  remember them. 

Q Did you see Captain MEDINA a t  t h i s  t ime when you 
s e t  up t h e  mortar? 

A. No, I d o n ' t  remember see ing  h i m :  

Q. Would you t e l l  us what happened a f t e r  t h a t ?  

A. From what I can remember, a s  they  went through 
w e  would p u l l  up and s e t  up, p u l l  up and se t  up ,  j u s t  i n  
case they c a l l e d  f o r  us ,  and f i r e ;  

& - - You i n i t i a l l y  s e t  up your mortar  i n  the r i c e  
paddy, and then you moved forward t o  another  p o s i t i o n  and 
s e t  up again.  Do you r e c a l l  where you s e t  up  a f t e r  t h e  

. r i c e  paddy? 

A .  I f  I am no t  mistaken, I t h i n k  we had gotten almost 
i n t o  the v i l l a g e .  

Q. Close t o  t h e  edge of t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

A. P r e t t y  c lose .  

& How about o t h e r  p o s i t i o n s  a f t e r  t h i s ?  

A. Well, it j u s t  went on and on u n t i l  w e  were through.  

8 You j u s t  moved forward through t h e  v i l l a g e  , moved 
forward and s e t  up, forward and s e t  up? 

A. Yes, sir'. 

Q Did you e v e r  f i r e  t h e  mor tars?  
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A. No, w e  never f i r e d  a round. 

Q - What d i d  you see  a s  you went through t h e  
v i l l a g e ?  It i s  very important t o  know what happened i n  
t h e r e .  So, w i l l  you j u s t  t e l l  us what you remember and what 
you s a w  Fr the v i l l age  of My ~ a i( 4 ) ?  

A. When we went through it everyth ing  was done. 
A s  we came through the damage was a l l  done. There were bodies 
l ay ing  around. 

Q. Could .you exp la in  t h a t  a l i t t l e  more? You say 
t h e  damage was .a l ready done. What do you mean by t h a t ?  

A. A s  f a r  a s  k i l l i n g  and whatever happened, I d i d n ' t  
s ee  t h a t .  

Q. How about t h e  houses,  hootches? 

A.  Some were burning. 

Q Did the mortar  p la toon move along with t h e  3d 
Platoon o r  d i d  you move s e p a r a t e l y ?  

A. We moved s e p a r a t e l y ,  p u l l  up a s  s e c u r i t y  more o r  
l e s s .  

Q. Did you move with the  headquarters  s e c t i o n  of 
t h e  command group? 

A. I f  I can remember c o r r e c t l y ,  I th ink  we were 
moving s e p a r a t e l y .  

Q 0 Do you remember t h e  3d Platoon moving through 
the v i l l a g e ?  

A. They were ahead of us .  

9. They were ahead of you? 

A. Yes. 

Q- That i s  what I wanted t o  know. The scheme of 
opera t ions  was t h a t  t h e  1st and 2d Platoons g o t  on l i n e  
and they moved through t h e  v i l l a g e  f i r s t ?  They moved 
p r e t t y  f a s t ?  
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A. They might have, I d o n ' t  remember. 

Q And t h e  3d Platoon came along behind them, and 
they had a mission of mopping up. They moved a l i t t l e  b i t  
more s lowly,  supposedly, and went through hootches and 
burned them, and they  were supposed t o  t ake  c a r e  of t h e  th ings  
t h a t  t h e  o t h e r  two platoons h a d n ' t .  Now, how about l i v e s t o c k ?  
What d i d  you see?  Cows, water buf fa los ,  p i g s ?  

A. I saw a few. 

Q What were t h e  t roops doing? 

A. What were they doing? 

Q Yes, wi th  the  l ives tock .  

A, Some were dead t h a t  I saw. 

Q Did you hea r  any o rde r s  about k i l l i n g  a l l  the 
l i v e s t o c k ?  

A. Not t o  my remembering I didn '  t. 

Q Did you hear  any o rde r s  t h a t  the  t roops  should 
des t roy  the  food i n  the  v i l l a g e ?  

A. No, I d i d n ' t ,  I could have, yes .  

CZ. You mentioned about see ing  dead bodies ,  Would 
you t e l l  us about t h a t  p lease?  

A. A s  w e  went i n ,  as  we walked i n ,  there were some 
t h e r e .  

Q The l s t ,  2d, and 3d Platoons had a l ready moved 
through,  I take it, by t h e  time you moved up? 

A. Right.  

Q .  When you say dead bod ies ,  a r e  you t a l k i n g  about 
Vietnamese and c i v i l i a n s ?  What looked l i k e  c i v i l i a n s ?  

A. J u s t  Vietnamese people.  

Q What were they? Were they men, women and ch i ld ren?  

A. The b i g g e s t  por t ion  of them was men. 
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Q Old men, young men o r  what? 

A. They seemed t o  be about middle age and l i k e  t h a t .  

How about women and ch i ld ren?Q < 

A. I saw a few of them. I d id  not  s e e  t o o  many of 
them. 

Q- Did you see any Vietnamese a l i v e  i n  t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

A. Near t h e  end we saw q u i t e  a few. 

Q You mean t h e  end of the  v i l l a g e  a f t e r  every-
body had moved through i t ?  

A. Actua l ly ,  it was before  we go t  through. 

Q Soniewhere i n  t h e  middle of the  v i l l a g e  you saw 
some a l i v e ?  

Yes.A. 

Q W i l l  you descr ibe  these?  

A.  Seemed l i k e  l a d i e s  and a couple of k i d s .  I f  I 
can. remember c o r r e c t l y ,  it was a few c h i l d r e n  s t i l l  i n  the 
v i l l a g e .  

What were they doing? 

J u s t  s tanding.  

Q Had somebody taken them i n  charge,  was tak ing  
them some p lace ,  f o r  example? 

A. I r e a l l y  d o n ' t  know. 

Q =  Did you see  any Vietnamese people k i l l e d  t h a t  
morning? 

A. No, I d i d n ' t .  They were a l l  dead when we 
went through. 

Q - Do you remember how long it took you t o  g e t  
through t h e  v i l l a g e ?  
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A. I t h i n k  it took us a l i t t l e  over  h a l f  a day.. 

Q. Do you remember t a l k i n g  t o  a C I D  agent  named 
B i l l y  H. THOMPSON a t  F o r t  Hood? 

Yes, I do.A, 

Q This i s  back i n  September? 

A. Y e s .  

Q a M r .  THOMPSON ,asked you some ques t ions ,  and he 
wrote them i n  a r e p o r t  which you s igned.  L e t  m e  read two o r  
t h r e e  ques t ions  and your answers': 

"Q. What d i d  you s e e  as  you moved through t h e  
v i l l a g e ?  

"A.  From what I could s e e ,  t h e  whole v i l l a g e  w a s  
on f i r e ,  and t h e r e  were dead people around 
everywhere., 

"Q. Can you desc r ibe  these  dead people? 

"A. They were i n  a l l  d i f f e r e n t  k inds  of c l o t h e s ,  
There was a lot of women and ch i ld ren .  I e s t i m a t e  
t h a t  I saw between 200 t o  300 people.  That  is 
about a l l  I can r e c a l l  ." 

Q* D o  you remember making t h i s  s ta tement?  

A. Yes, I do. 

Q And t h i s  is  your r e c o l l e c t i o n  of what you saw 
t h a t  day? 

A. Yes, it is .  

Q Had you ever  seen  anything l i k e  t h i s  before?  

A. Never. 

Q Since then? 

A.  Never. 
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Q. What went through your mind when you saw these  
dead Vietnamese? 

A.  I t  was a shock t o  me because I had j u s t  got  
there. I h a d n ' t  been t h e r e  b u t  about a month a t  t h e  most. 
I d i d n ' t  know what was going on. 

(1 Had you expected anything l i k e  t h i s  when you 
went i n ?  

A . .  No, no t  r e a l l y .  

10A 
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Q Did you t h i n k  t h a t  t h a t  was t h e  way t h a t  Char l ie  
Company opera ted ,  and d id  it occur t o  you t h a t - t h e r e  was some-
t h i n g  very wrong, and maybe it was something l i k e  a war crime? 

A. Repeat t h a t ?  

Q *  Well, you s a i d  t h a t  t h i s  was unusual,  you had 
never seen anything l i k e  it. Did you th ink  t h a t ,  a t  the  
t ime,  t h i s  was t h e  way Char l ie  Company opera tes ,  o r  d id  you 
th ink  t h i s  was very wrong, and maybe it was a war crime o r  

'something of t h a t  na ture?  

A. Back then I th ink  I j u s t  thought t h a t  i s  t h e  
way th ings  happen over t h e r e .  

Q Had you been i n  combat before  i n  o t h e r  p laces?  

A. No, sir. 

9 You had been with Char l i e  Company j u s t  about a 
month? 

A. A t  t he  time of this, ,yes. 

Q Do you remember what o t h e r  opera t ions  you had 
been on with Char l i e  Company before  16 March 1968? 

A.  No, j u s t  search  around c e r t a i n  a r e a s .  

c2. We had been t o l d  t h a t  t h e r e  were some sea rch  
and c l e a r  missions.  

A. They might have been, b u t  I was never with them. 

Q Were you with them when t h e  company g o t  i n t o  
a  minef ie ld  and su f fe red  a l o t  of c a s u a l t i e s ?  

A .  N O ,  s i r .  I wasn ' t  t h e r e .  

Q 0 
Did you remember any t a l k  about t h a t  when you 

joined them? 

A. No. I d o n ' t  remember. 
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Q .  I t h i n k  t h a t ,  from what we have been t o l d ,  t h i s  
must have occurred j u s t  be fo re  you joined them, and they 
had l o s t  perhaps 20 men i n  a minef ie ld .  So,  would you say 
t h i s  was your f i r s t  r e a l  combat experience?Q. 

A. Right ,  s ir .  

Q Could you descr ibe  a l i t t l e  b i t  more about where 
they were? Around t h e  hootches o r  on t ra i ls  o r  w e r e  they  i n  
holes?  

A. From what I can remember, some were toge the r  around 
t h e  hootches and t r a i l s  from where we went through. 

Q Do you remember see ing  a d i t c h  about 3 0  f e e t  
long with q u i t e  a few bodies i n  i t ?  It would have been 
toward t h e  end of t h e  v i l l a g e  a f t e r  you had gone through? 

A. NO. I d o n ' t .  

Q Do you remember where yoc a t e  lunch t h a t  day? 
O r  broke f o r  chow? 

A. I f  I am c o r r e c t ,  I t h i n k  it was about j u s t  be fo re  
w e  got  a l l  t h e  way through. I d o n ' t  know h o w .  f a r  w e  had gone. 

Q 0 That would have been i n  t h e  e a s t e r n  edge of t h e  
h m l e t .  DiB you h e a r ,  l a t e  i n  t h e  morning, anyone pass tEe 
word t o  s t o p  shoot ing ,  s t o p  burning,  anything l i k e  t h a t ?  

A. Not t o  my remembrance. N o , . I  d i d n ' t .  

Q Did you s e e  any 'o f f i ce r s  t h a t  day, going through 
t h e  hamlet? ' 

A. NO. I d idn ' t . .  

Q Well, you d i d  t e l l  M r .  THOMPSON t h a t  you saw 
Captain MEDINA s e v e r a l  t imes.  

A. A t  around chow t ime,  I saw him s e v e r a l  times then.  

Q But before  t h a t ?  
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A. I d i d n ' t  s e e  him. 

Q You d i d n ' t  see any l i e u t e n a n t s  o r  p l a t o o n
l e a d e r s ?  

A. If 1 d i d ,  you know, I probably--

Q • ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Do you know who was i n  charge of  
your  m o r t a r  p l a toon?  

A. Se rgean t  MARONEY . 
Q You d i d n ' t  have an o f f i c e r  a long?  

A. W e  had an o f f i c e r ,  b u t  I c a n ' t  remember i f  he 
w a s  w i t h  us .  

COL MILLER: I t h i n k  t h a t  you can see what we are t r y i n g  t o  
do i s  f i n d  o u t  as much as you know i n  d e t a i l  about  what you 
saw. So f a r ,  w e  have t r i e d  t o  go s t e p  by s t e p  ask ing  you 
s p e c i f i c  q u e s t i o n s  . I wonder i f  you would t h i n k  back over  
what w e  have asked you s o  far  and what you r e c a l l ,  and s e e  
i f ,  w i thou t  o u r  ask ing  q u e s t i o n s ,  you can j u s t  r e l a t e  t o  
us  i n  a s  much d e t a i l  as p o s s i b l e  what you d i d  s e e ,  what 
was unusua l ,  what was t h e r e  t h a t  s t u c k  i n  your  memory? You 
have already t o l d  u s ,  f o r  exa.-i-ipla, t h a t  t h i s  was no th ing  
l i k e  you expec ted .  You may have even been r a t h e r  shocked. 
I d o n ' t  know. But ,  i f  you could j u s t  t e l l  us i n  your own 
words,  and i n  as much d e t a i l  as p o s s i b l e ,  what you d i d  s e e ,  we 
would c e r t a i n l y  a p p r e c i a t e  i t .  Do you th ink  you could? 

A. That  's about.  it. Like I s a i d ,  w e  went through.  
That was eve ry th ing .  I was shocked. There were probably some 
t h i n g s  t h a t  I d i d  s e e  t h a t  I c a n ' t  remember. 

Q L e t  me g i v e  you some examples. Did you go up
and look a t  some of t h e  bodies  t o  see what k ind  of wounds 
they  had? Did you t a l k  t o  some of t h e  o t h e r  men i n  t h e  
p l a toon  about  t h i s ?  Did anybody say  anyth ing  o r  seem t o  
be s u r p r i s e d ?  

A. N o ,  s i r .  A l o t  of t h e  guys were l i k e  I was. 

Q 8 Would I be r i g h t  i n  s a y i n g  t h a t  i t  would be some-
thing t h a t  you d i d  n o t  want t o  t a l k  about  r i g h t  then?  
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A. I would say  so .  

Q You s a i d  mostly middle age men. Were t h e r e  
many women and c h i l d r e n  i n  these  groups? 

A. There were q u i t e  a few. 

Q • I n  bunches? 

A. From what I can remember, s i r ,  I d i d  n o t  n o t i c e  
i f  t h e r e  was bunches o r  not .  They were s c a t t e r e d  a l l  around. 

Q Were they  mostly along t h e  t r a i l s  and pa ths?  Were 
some of t h e m  i n  hootches? 

A. I would say around t h e  hootches and t r a i l s  j u s t  
where we went through a t .  There could have been o t h e r s ,  you 
know. 

Q Do you remember genera l ly  what pa th  you
took through the  v i l l a g e ,  whether you went through the middle 
of i t ,  whether you went from t h e  nor th  down t o  t h e  south ,  
genera l ly ,  how your t r a i l  went? 

A. Well, I remember we went i n  j u s t  l i k e  going 
through a f lock  of bushes. And then  on t h i s  t r a i l ,  a woman, 
o r  maybe back i n  t h e  woods--

Q . ( In te rpos ing)  Did you go s i n g l e  f i l e  o r  d i d  you 
go a b r e a s t ,  spread ou t?  

A.  A s  t h e  mortar ,  we usua l ly  went sometimes s i n g l e  
o r  sometimes double f i l e ,  you know. 

Q A s  you went through, you d i d n ' t  even t a l k  about 
t h i s  ? 

A. No, sir.  

COL F R A N K L I N :  You j u s t  moved i n  t o  f i n d  a mor tar  p o s i t i o n  
and s e t  it up? 

A. Right,  s i r ,  t h a t  was our  job. 

Q You d i d n ' t  have any o t h e r  mission? 

A. No, s i r ,  l i k e  I s a i d ,  it was j u s t  mostly f o r  
s e c u r i t y  i s  the  only t h i n g  I can th ink  o f .  
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Q. And you moved about 400  meters t h e  f i r s t  time 
you d i sp laced?  You were i n  t h e  LZ our i n i t i a l  p o s i t i o n .  
Then you d i sp laced .  How f a r  forward d i d  you go i n s i d e  when 
you d i sp laced?  

A .  When? The f i r s t  t ime? 

Q* Yes. 

A .  A s  soon as  we g o t  ou t  of t h e  chopper, I guess 
we ran  ou t  of t h e  chopper a p r e t t y  good d i s t a n c e ,  we would 
s e t  up about 300 t o  400 meters from t h e  v i l l a g e ,  o u t  i n  t h e  
r i c e  paddy. 

Q a* How many displacements d i d  you make i n s i d e  the  
v i l l a g e  a f t e r  you s e t  up about 300 t o  400 meters  o u t s i d e  the  
v i l l a g e ?  Then you went t o  t h e  edge of t h e  v i l l a g e ,  I guess 
you t o l d  M r .  WEST, r i g h t ?  

Right.A. 

9. Did you ever  set up i n s i d e  t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

A. Af te r  we s e t  up the  second t ime when we 
f i r s t  go t  i n  t h e  v i l l a g e ,  I think we s e t  up again  when 
we stopped f o r  chow. 

Q So you j u s t  walked s t r a i g h t  through t h a t  v i l l a g e  
and you saw 200 t o  300 bodies .  Your f e e t  could ha rd ly  touch 
t h e  ground f o r  t h e  bodies ,  I would t h i n k .  

A. J u s t  f o r  e s t ima t ion  t h a t  i s  r i g h t ,  t hey  were a l l  
s c a t t e r e d  around from what I could s e e .  

Q Is t h a t  what you thought  a t  t h e  t ime o r  i s  
t h a t  what you thought a f t e r  th ink ing  about it and t a l k i n g  
t o  people? That i s  an awful l o t  of bodies.  

A. That i s  what I thought af te r  I had been asked 
ques t ions .  

Q. How many bodies did you r e a l l y  see?  

A. That i s  what I guess it t o  be.  

& e 200 t o  300 bodies? 

A .  That i s  t h e  way it seemed t o  me. 
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Q. They must have j u s t  been s tacked everywhere. 
I n  every hootch and every bush along t h e  t r a i l  and every-
where you went. 

A. They were a l l  around. 

Q That is  over two f u l l - s t r e n g t h  r i f l e  companies 
i n  formation, down a t  Fort Hood. You have seen  t h a t  h a v e n ' t  
you? Have you seen  two companies s i d e  by s i d e  a t  For t  Hood? 

A. Yes. 

& And you saw t h a t  many bodies? I f  you d i d n ' t ,  - s a y  
it. But i f  you d i d ,  say  you d id .  

A. That i s  t h e  e s t ima t ion ,  sir. 

Q 200 t o  300 'bodies? 

A.  That i s  r i g h t .  That is  what I f igured .  

MR WEST: Do you r e c a l l  t h e  r e s t  of t h e  opera t ion  t h a t  
Char l ie  Company went on? We have had evidence that on the 
afternoon of the  16th t h e  .company moved on t o  t h e  e a s t  and 
n o r t h ,  and spen t  t h e  n igh t  i n  o r  near  a cemetery o r  grave-
ya rd ,  do you r e c a l l  t h i s ?  

A. Yes, I b e l i e v e  I do. 

Q Then t h e  next .  day they moved south  down t o  s e v e r a l  
l i t t l e  hamlets ,  and t h e r e  i s  some testimony t h a t  each l i t t l e  
hamlet they came t o  they burned t h e  hootches.  Do you r e c a l l  
t h i s ?  This was on t h e  17th .  Do you r e c a l l  t he  opera t ions  
t h a t  day? 

A. I r e m e m b e r  the s e t  up, bu t  I c a n ' t  r e c a l l  
i f  we went down through t h e r e  with them, but I remember t h e  
s e t  up. I d o n ' t  know i f  w e  s t ayed  t h e r e  i n  t h e  per imeter ,  
s e t  up our per imeter  and s t ayed  t h e r e ,  o r  not'. 

Q You mean t h e r e  i s  a p o s s i b i l i t y  t h a t  you 
' d i d n ' t  move out  with Char l i e  Company? 
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A. Yes, t h e r e  i s  a p o s s i b i l i t y .  

Q Do you remember, were you taken o u t  by h e l i -
c o p t e r ,  l i f t e d  o u t ,  o r  d i d  you walk ou t?  

A. I t h i n k  we walked ou t .  I d o n ' t  know f o r  su re .  

Q I know t h a t  most o f '  t h e  company was apparent ly
taken o u t  by h e l i c o p t e r  t h e  next  day, t h e  1 8 t h ,  and they went 
back to Landing Zone Dot t ie .  

A .  If w e  d i d ,  we -walked o u t  q u i t e  a d i s t ance .  

8 It must have been q u i t e  a walk,  bu t  you d o n ' t  
r e c a l l ?  

A .  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  t h a t  we g o t  picked up anywhere 
nea r  t h e r e .  

Q e Well, I th ink  you would have remembered i t  i f  
you walked ou t  ca r ry ing  a mortar tube and rounds o f  
ammunition? 

A .  That was an everyday t h i n g ,  s o  we g o t  used t o  it. 

Q Did you ever  hea r  t h a t  t h e r e  was an inves t iga -
t i o n . g o i n g  on of what had happened a t  My Lai  ( 4 ) ,  about a l l  
t h e  c i v i l i a n s ,  Vietnamese, t h a t  had go t  k i l l e d  t h e r e ?  ,Did 
you e v e r  h e a r  anything about an . i n v e s t i g a t i o n ?  

A .  Not u n t i l  l a t e l y .  

Q = I mean r i g h t  a t  the t ime,  a day o r  2 maybe a 
week l a t e r  while  you were i n  Vietnam? 

A.  No, sir. I never d id .  

Q Did you know Colonel HENDERSON, the  br igade
commander? 

No; sir.  

Colonel BARKER, t h e  task f o r c e  commander? 

I hadn ' t  seen  him, b u t  I had heard of him. 

Q Nobody came around and t a l k e d  t o  you, and s a i d  
they  were i n v e s t i g a t i n g ?  
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N O ,  sir.A. 

Q Captain MEDINA t a l k e d  t o  us ,  and t o l d  us t h a t  
s h o r t l y  a f t e r  t h e  opera t ion  a t  My Lai ( 4 )  he c a l l e d  the  com-
pany t o g e t h e r ,  and t o l d  t h e  company that t h e r e  was an investi-
g a t i o n  going on, and t h a t  it would be b e t t e r  n o t  t o  t a l k  about 
what happened a t  My Lai while  the i n v e s t i g a t i o n  was going on. 
Were you p resen t  a t  t h i s  t ime? 

A. If he c a l l e d  t h e  company toge the r  a t  t h i s  time I 
had t o  be p resen t .  

Q. Do you remember t h i s  happening, t h e  c a p t a i n  
t e l l i n g  -&he company about t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  and n o t  t o  
t a l k  about i t ?  

A.  I can remember it, b u t  I d o n ' t  remember what he 
s a i d ,  h i s  e x a c t  words. 

Q. Did anybody e v e r  t e l l  you n o t  t o  t a l k  about 
My Lai ( 4 )  and what happened t h a t  day? 

A. No , sir .  

Q Do you remember what k ind  of missions Char l i e  
Company had a f t e r  t h i s ,  t h e  fol lowing month? Did they have 
o t h e r  sea rch  and des t roy  miss ions ,  sea rch  and c l e a r ?  Just 
what d i d  t h e  company do a f t e r  t h i s ?  

A. I remember a few search  and c l e a r  miss ions .  I 
d o n ' t  remember t o o  many k i l l i n g s  o r  anything l i k e  t h i s .  

8 D i d  t he  mortar  platoon usua l ly  go wi th  the  corn-
pany on t h e  search and c l e a r  opera t ions ,  o r . d i d  you g e t  
o t h e r  missions? 

A. Lots of t imes when they would j u s t  go around 
l i k e  t h a t ,  we would j u s t  be s i t t i n g  up a t  our  base camp. 
Things l i k e  t h i s .  

Q 9 Were you given s e c u r i t y  missions? 

A. Yes .  

18 
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You d i d n ' t  go out  i n t o  t h e  f i e l d ?  

A. Not t o o  o f t e n ,  no. 

Q o In  November t h e r e  was some newspaper r e p o r t s ,
a c t u a l l y  s p e c u l a t i o n ,  t h a t  perhaps when the  company went 
i n  t h a t  day t o  My Lai ( 4 ) ,  on t h e  16 th  of March, t h a t  some 
of the  members of the  company may have been under t h e  in-
f luence  of marijuana. Do you know anything about t h i s ,  
such a th ing?  

A. No, s i r .  

Q Was t h e r e  a marijuana problem i n  the  company, do 
you know? 

A. Not t o  my knowledge, sir .  

Q - A f t e r  t h i s  opera t ion  was over ,  d i d  you t a l k  
about it t o  any members of t h e  mortar  platoon? Did you 
d i scuss  i t  any, do you r e c a l l ?  About how many people had 
been k i l l e d ?  

A. We t a l k e d  about it a l i t t l e ,  wondering about 
this, why it had happened. 

Q Did you ever  reach any conclusions ? 

A. No. I haven ' t ,  n o t  y e t .  

Q 8 T h i s  is one of the  th ings  we a r e  trying t o  
f i g u r e  o u t ,  why it happened. I f  you have any thoughts on it, 
w e  would apprec ia te  knowing because you were t h e r e .  You 
saw it. 

A. I have no idea of why it happened. 

Q I 
D i d  you he,ar anything about t h i s  be ing  done 

according t o  o r d e r s ,  t h a t  it had been ordered ,  t h a t  every-
body w a s  t o  go i n  t h e r e  and k i l l  a l l  the c i v i l i a n s  they 
s e e ,  o r  anything l i k e  that? 

A. No, the  only thing I heard was when he t o l d  us  
t h a t  morning i t  was a search and des t roy  mission. I 
guess ,  a t  the  t ime,  I d i d n ' t  know what t h a t  meant. 
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Q m  This i n c i d e n t  a t  My L a i  ( 4 )  was n o t  widely 
known. I n  f a c t ,  it was hard ly  known a t  a l l  o u t s i d e  of t h e  
d i v i s i o n ,  and many people i n  t h e  America1 Divis ion d i d n ' t  
know anything about it. It was over  a yea r  before  word got  
back here  t o  Headquarters,  Department of t h e  A r m y ,  t h a t  
anything l i k e  t h i s  had happened, a l o t  of Vietnamese had 
been k i l l e d  i n  My Lai  ( 4 )  . So, as f a r  a s  we have been able 
t o  d iscover ,  t h e r e  has  been no o f f i c i a l  r e p o r t  of t h i s  in-
c i d e n t  made a t  t h e  time o r  immediately af te rwards .  People 
j u s t  d i d n ' t  t a l k  about it. Do you have any i d e a  why people 
d i d n ' t  t a l k  about it and why it wasn ' t  r epor ted?  This i s  
another t h i n g  w e  a re  t r y i n g  t o  f i g u r e  ou t .  

A. No, sir.  I .have no i d e a  why. 

Q How d i d  you f e e l  about i t ?  Was i t  something you 
d i d n ' t  l i k e  t o  th ink  about o r  t a l k  about? How d i d  you f e e l ?  

A. I d i d n ' t  even l i k e  t o  t h i n k  about it o r  talk 
about it e i t h e r .  

Q How about t h e  o t h e r  members of t h e  platoon? 
Wlat were t h e i r  f e e l i n g s ?  

A. I t h i n k  most of them f e l t  t h e  same a s  I d i d .  T h a t  
is  the  way I could see  it. 

Q . Did you have a f e e l i n g  t h a t  t h i s  was the  way w a r  
o r  combat was, o r  d i d  you t h i n k  o f  t h i s  as  something t h a t  
was unusual and wrong? Something t h a t  had gone wrong? 

A. I guess it was unusual ,  but  s t i l l  maybe I 
thought--I didn ' t  t h i n k  -itwould be l i k e  t h a t .  

Q This d idn '  t s t r i k e  you as  something maybe you
had t o  go t a l k  t o  t h e  I G  about o r  somebody e l s e ?  

A. NO,  sir. 

Q Can you t h i n k  of anything e l s e  t h a t  you can 
tell us t h a t  would he lp  us i n  t r y i n g  t o  f i g u r e  t h i s  t h i n g  
ou t?  

(OLIPHENT) 20 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

APP T-52 



FOR OFFICIAL USE .ONLY 


A. That i s  about it, s i r ,  a l l  I can t h i n k  of 

of £hand. 


MAJ ZYCHOWSKI: Do you r e c a l l  i f  t h e r e  were any members from 
an engineer  u n i t  t h a t  accompanied you on t h i s  mission? 

A. No, s i r .  I d o n ' t  

MR WEST: We very  much apprec ia te  your coming i n  and t a l k i n g  
t o  us and he lp ing  us out .  I f  you t h i n k  of anything e l s e  
t h a t  comes t o  you that might h e l p  u s ,  i f  you f i n d  any 
notes  o r  photographs o r  anything l i k e  t h a t ,  maybe a l e t t e r  
you had w r i t t e n  home, t h a t  would h e l p  you remember, we 

,would a p p r e c i a t e  knowing. 

(The hea r ing  recessed  a t  1000 hours ,  31 

December 1969 .  ) 
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