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SUMMARY OF TESTIMONY 

WITNESS : ROBERTS, Randel W .  

DATE OF TESTIMONY: 1 7  January  1970 

PLACE OF TESTIMONY: Pentagon 

WITNESS SUSPECTED OF: N/A 

COUNSEL: None 

DUTY ASSIGNMENT ON 1 6  MARCH 1968: S p e c i a l i s t  F ive ,  Computer 
o f . 8 1  m i l l i m e t e r  m o r t a r s ,  Mortar P l a t o o n ,  C / 1 / 2 0 .  

1. JOB DESCRIPTION. 

The w i t n e s s  accompanied t h e  b r i g a d e  from Hawaii. H i s  
p l a t o o n  s e r g e a n t  was Se rgean t  MARONEY (pg.  3 ) .  On 16 March 
1968 he w a s  one of f i v e  people  l e f t  a t  LZ Up t igh t .  They 
would r e l a y  messages from companies on t h e  ground t o  LZ 
D o t t i e  (pg.  4 ) .  The p l a toon  had g iven  them two r a d i o s ,  t h e  
company had g iven  then1 one from supp ly ,  and they  had borrowed 
one from t h e  a r t i l l e r y  (pg.  1 6 ) .  They would moni tor  t h e  
company n e t ,  t h e  Task Force Barker n e t ,  t h e  a r t i l l e r y  n e t ,  
and s w i t c h  back and f o r t h  from t h e  medevac and gunships  
on t h e i r  f o u r t h  r a d i o  (pg.  4 ) .  They had a mask antenna s e t  
up t o  t une  communications from t h e  f i e l d  t o  t h e  TOC,  and 
Colonel  BARKER would sometimes come t o  use  t h e i r  r a d i o s  a s  
i t  was t h e  on ly  way he could reach  h i s  u n i t s  (pg.  1 7 ) .  
L i eu t enan t  ANDERSON was w i t h  t h e  w i t n e s s  moni tor ing  t h e  
r a d i o s  t h a t  day (pgs . 7 ,  1 6 )  . 
2 .  HIS RECOLLECTION OF TRANSMISSIONS D U R I N G  THE MORNING 
OF 16 MARCH 1968. 

a .  The CARTER medevac. 

The w i t n e s s  r e c a l l e d  t h e  r e q u e s t  f o r  a d u s t o f f  
p r i m a r i l y  because Captain  MEDINA g o t  mad when t h e  w i t n e s s  
asked him t o  r e p e a t  t h e  c o o r d i n a t e s  which were n o t  c l e a r  
ove r  t h e  r a d i o  due t o  s t a t i c  (pg.  1 4 )  . The w i t n e s s  s t a t e d  
he  f e l t  he  c a l l e d  a medevac b u t  i f  a s l i c k  w a s  i n  t h e  a r e a  
it would be f a s t e r  t o  employ i t  r a t h e r  t han  have a medevac 
come from e i t h e r  Duc Pho o r  Chu La i  ( p g . 5 ) .  H e  d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  
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who provided  t h e  dus to f  f (pg. 5) . 
b. Transmiss ions  by Coyote. 

.They d i d  s o m e  r e l a y i n g  f o r  Coyote C h a r l i e  and 
Coyote Bravo, b u t  it was i n t e r m i t t e n t  (pg. 51. H e  i d e n t i f i e d  
Coyote 6 as Colonel  BARKER (pg. 6 ) .  He would u s u a l l y  re-
cognize  Colonel  BARKER'S v o i c e  and would n o t  go by c a l l  s i g n s  
(pg. 12) 

c. Transmiss ions  by Rawhide. 

The w i t n e s s  i d e n t i f i e d  Rawhide 6 a s  t h e  commander, 
s t a t i n g  it w a s  General  LIPSCOMB (pg.  6 ) .  H e  i d e n t i f i e d  
Rawhide 3 as OperatTons (pg. 6 ) .  The w i t n e s s  w a s  t o l d  t h a t  
LIPSCOMB had l e f t  and HENDERSON was i n  command (pg. 6 )  . H e  
s t a t e d  h e  r e c a l l e d  Rawhide 6  ask ing  f o r  a body count  and 
r e c e i v i n g  one o f  186 (pg.  6 )  . 

d.  Transmiss ions  by Saber .  

The w i t n e s s  could  n o t  r e c a l l  t o  whom t h e  c a l l  s i g n  
Sabe r  belonged b u t  s t a t e d  h e  r e c a l l e d  h e a r i n g  a t r a n s -
miss ion d i r e c t i n g  t h e  u n i t s  t o  a c e r t a i n  a r e a  (pg.  7 ) .  

e.  M E D I N A 1 s- .  t r a n s m i s s i o n.-- ---.- concern ing  body count .  

The w i t n e s s  r e c a l l e d  someone t r a n s m i t t i n g  t o  
MEDINA about  checking c i v i l i a n s  and MEDINA responding  
t h a t  t hey  were moving s o  f a s t  t h a t  t hey  had no t ime t o  
d i s t i n g u i s h  between a b u l l e t  wound o r  a s h r a p n e l  wound 
on t h e  bod ie s  (pgs  . 8 ,  9 )  . The w i t n e s s  e s t i m a t e d  t h i s  
occur red  a t  approximately  1000 h o u r s ,  g i v e  o r  t a k e  an hour  
(pg.  9 ) .  He f e l t  t h a t  t h i s  w a s  a t  approximately  t h e  same 
t ime t h a t  h e  h e a r d  t h e  body count  of  186 b e i n s  t r a n s m i t t e d  
(pg.  1 0 )  . The w i t n e s s  d i d - n o t  r e c a l l  anyone c a l l i n g  down t o  
s t o p  t h e  k i l l i n g  o r  s t o p  t h e  burn ing  (pg.  1 0 ) .  

f .  ~ r a n s m i s s i o nconcerning c i v i l i a n s  l e a v i n g  t h e  v i l l a g e .  

The w i t n e s s  a l s o  r e c a l l e d  some t r a n s m i s s i o n s  
be inq  made d u r i n g  t h e  morning concerning c i17 i l i ans  voving 
a long  t h e  road and be ing  marked wi th  smoke (pg.  13)  . 

(ROBERTS) 2 
FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

SUM APP T-176 . 



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

3. RECOLLECTION OF RADIO TRANSMISSIONS D U R I N G  THE 
AFTERNOON OF 16 MARCH 1968. 

a .  BARKER'S conve r sa t ion  wi th  MEDINA. 

The w i t n e s s  s t a t e d  t h a t  i n  t h e  l a t e  a f t e rnoon  
Colonel  BARKER con tac t ed  MEDINA and asked them t o  l a a g e r  
back i n  t h e  a r e a  o f  t h e  o r g i n a l  L Z ,  t o  which MEDINA r e p l i e d  
he  d i d  n o t  want t o  move because o f  t h e  hour  and because 
o f  boobytraps  (pg.  1 0 )  . The w i t n e s s  dkd n o t  s p e c i f i c a l l y  
r e c a l l  i f  boobytraps  were mentioned a t  t h a t  t ime (pg. 11). 
He a l s o  s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e  u n i t  was t o  l a a g e r  wi th  Bravo 
company t h a t  n i g h t  (pg.  11). He d i d  n o t  c l e a r l y  r e c a l l  
a Saber  6 t r ansmis s ion  t h a t  a f t e rnoon  (pgs .  11, 1 2 ) .  

b .  A i r c r a f t  a c c i d e n t .  

The w i t n e s s  s t a t e d  he  r e c a l l e d  a h e l i c o p t e r  h i t t i n g  
a t r e e  w i th  a s m a l l  r e a r  b l a d e  and r e t u r n i n g  t o  LZ Upt ight  
(pg.  12) 

4 .  INQUIRIES CONCERNING THE ASSAULT. 

The w i t n e s s  r e c a l l e d  h e a r i n g  no th ing  about  an 
i n v e s t i g a t i o n  i n t o  what happened ai-. Fly Lai  ( 4 )  ( p y .  1 6 ) .  
H e  s t a t e d  he  r e c a l l e d  some men i n  t h e  company d i s c u s s i n g  
t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  l and ing  between t h e  u n i t  and some c i v i l i a n s  
(pg.  1 3 ) ,  b u t  i n  g e n e r a l  they  d i d  n o t  d i s c u s s  unnecessary 
k i l l i n g s  o r  murders (pg.  18)  . H e  s t a t e d  he r e c a l l e d  one 
person  t a l k i n g  about  t r y i n g  t o  c a t c h  a ch icken ,  and some 
speaking  o f  k i l l i n g  l i v e s t o c k ,  b u t  he f e l t  t h a t  h i s  p l a toon  
s t a y e d  with t h e  CP and d i d  n o t  do much i n  the v i l l a g e  (pg.  18)  . 
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(The hea r ing  reconvened 
1970.) 

a t  0845 h o u r s ,  1 7  January 

MR WEST: The  h e a r i n g  w i l l  come t o  o r d e r .  

RCDR r The fo l lowing  persons  ar,e p r e s e n t :  
COL FRANKLIN, MAJ ZYCHOWSKI and MAJ COOP. 

MR WEST: 

The n e x t  w i t n e s s  is  M r .  Randel W .  ROBERTS. 

(MR ROBERTS was c a l l e d  a s  a  w i t n e s s ,  w a s  sworn, 
and t e s t i f i e d  as fo l lows  :) 

Would you s ta te  your  f u l l  name, occupa t ion ,  
and r e s i d e n c e .  

A. Randel Wayne ROBERTS, 1 7 0 9  Boyden S t r e e t ,  
Greensboro,  North Ca ro l ina .  I ' m  a mach in i s t .  

MR WEST: M r .  ROBERTS, b e f o r e  w e  g e t  i n t o  any ques- 
t i o n s  I ' d  l i k e  t o  t e l l  you something about  t h e  n a t u r e  and 
purpose of t h i s  i n q u i r y .  This  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  w a s  d i r e c t e d  
j o i n t l y  by t h e  S e c r e t a r y  o f  t h e  Army and t h e  Chief of 
S t a f f  o f  t h e  Army f o r  t h e  purpose of de te rmin ing  f a c t s  
and making f i n d i n g s  and recommendations concern ing : 

ilj t h e  adequacy of  p r i o r  inves- i ; igat ions  
i n t o  what has  become known as t h e  My La i  i n c i d e n t  o f  
1 6  March 1968,  and 

( 2 )  p o s s i b l e  suppres s ion  o r  w i thho ld ing  
of  i n fo r r r~a t ion  by anyone who had a du ty  t o  r e p o r t  and 
t o  f u r n i s h  in fo rma t ion  concerning t h i s  i n c i d e n t .  I n  
other words,  whether  t h e r e  w a s  a coverup.  

Now, we a r e  n o t  i n q u i r i n g  i n t o  a11  t h e  f a c t s  
and c i rcumstance  o f  what happened a t  Ply L a i .  For  example,  
w e  are n o t  d i r e c t l y  concerned wi th  whether  any persons  
who w e r e  t h e r e  committed a c r i m i n a l  o f f e n s e .  W e  have had 
made a v a i l a b l e  t o  us and have reviewed p r i o r  o f f i c i a l  
s t a t emen t s  o b t a i n e d  i n  o t h e r  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  o f  t h e  Illy 
L a i  i n c i d e n t .  For example, I n o t i c e  you were q u e s t i o n e d  
by a C I D  a g e n t  and he  made a s h o r t  r e p o r t  o f  h i s  i n t e r -  
view w i t h  you. 
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Your testimony w i l l  be taken  under oath.  A ver-
bat im t r a n s c r i p t  w i l l  be prepared and a t a p e  record ing  is 
being made i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  verbat im notes  be ing  taken 
by .  the r e p o r t e r .  

.The genera l  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  of  o u r  r e p o r t  w i l l  
be  c o n f i d e n t i a l .  However, it is p o s s i b l e  t h a t  t h i s  
tes t imony,  o r  p a r t s  of it, may la ter  become a m a t t e r  of 
p u b l i c  knowledge. W e  ask you n o t  t o  d i scuss  your testi-
mony h e r e  w i t h  anyone, inc lud ing  o t h e r  wi tnesses  who may 
come before  us ,  excep t  as  you may be asked o r  r e q u i r e d  
t o  do be fo re  a competent a d m i n i s t r a t i v e ,  j u d i c i a l ,  or 
l e g i s l a t i v e  body. This  miqht inc lude  a cour t -mar t i a l  
o r  appearing b e f o r e  a subcorr!mLttee of  t h e  House Armed 
Serv ices  Committee, which is  making some i n q u i r i e s  i n t o  
t h e  M y  L a i  i n c i d e n t .  They have been c a l l i n g  some w i t -
nesses  i n ,  inc lud ing  some who have appeared h e r e .  When 
w e  ask you n o t  t o  d i scuss  your testimony t h i s ,  of course ,  
does n o t  apply t o  your appearance before  a congress ional  
subcommittee. Have you rece ived  an o rde r  i n  t h e  case  
of  t h e  United S t a t e s  v. Calley o r  t h e  United S t a t e s  v. 
Mi tchel l?  These are two pending cour ts -mar t ia l .  

A. Have I what? 

Q. Have you rece ived  an o r d e r  from t h e  m i l i -
t a r y  judge? 

A. No. 

Q - These two judges have . i s sued  o rde r s  i n  which 
t h e y  d i r e c t  wi tnesses  and p o t e n t i a l  wi tnesses  n o t  t o  d i s -  
cuss f a c t s  of t h e  case  pub l i c ly  i n  o r d e r  t o  p r o t e c t  t h e  
r i g h t s  of t h e  accused, and i n s u r e  they have a f a i r  t r i a l .  

M r .  ROBERTS, f o r  t h e  r ecord ,  were you a member 
of the  Army on 1 6  March 1968? 

A. Yes, I was. 

Q. When were you discharged? 

A.  November 28th,  1968. 
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Q On 1 6  March 1968, what w a s  your g rade  and duty 
ass ignment?  

A. I was a SP5. 1 w a s  c h i e f  computer of 81 m i l l i -
mete r  m o r t a r s  f o r  my company. 

Q. Were you i n  t h e  mor ta r  p l a t o o n  of C/1/20? 

A. Y e s .  

Q. And where were you l o c a t e d  a t  t h a t  t ime? Did 
you stay, for example, a t  Landing Zone Upt igh t?  

A. Y e s ,  I was t h e r e  for - - I  d o n ' t  know, it a l l  de-
pends,  we  were t h e r e  i n  t h a t  a r e a .  

Q - How long were you w i t h  C h a r l i e  Company? 

A.  About 18 months. 

Q Did you come over  w i t h  t h e  b r i g a d e  from Hawaii? 

A.  Yes, I was i n  C h a r l i e  Company when we were i n  
Hawai i ,  and moved w i t h  them. 

Q - Your p l a t o o n  s e r g e a n t  was Se rgean t  MARONEY? 

A. Y e s .  

Q I unders tand  from t h e  s h o r t  s t a t e m e n t  of M r .  
GRAHAM, t h e  C I D  agen t  who t a l k e d  t o  you,  t h a t  you d i d n ' t  
go on the mis s ion  t h a t  day,  on t h e  o p e r a t i o n  of 1 6  March 
1 9 6 8 ,  into My L a i  ( 4 )  . Is t h a t  c o r r e c t ?  

A.  T h a t ' s  c o r r e c t .  

Q. Where were you t h a t  day? 

A. I w a s  on LZ Upt igh t ,  a t  t h a t  t i m e .  

Q. What w a s  your duty  on t h a t  day,  what were 
you doing? 
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A. Well, they  l e f t  about f i v e  people i n  my p la toon ,  
t o  f i r e  mainly suppor t  f o r  LZ Uptight ,  mainly- i l l u m i n a t i o n ,  
and a l s o  we re layed r a d i o  messages t h a t  t h e  companies could- 
n r t  g e t  o u t ,  c a l l e d  i n  medevacs, and s o  f o r t h .  They d i d n ' t  
have q u i t e  t h e  range wi th  t h e  r a d i o s  they were ca r ry ing .  

Q - You re layed from companies on t h e  ground, over 
t o  LZ Dot t ie?  

A. Y e s .  I guess t h a t ' s  where w e  re layed.  I don ' t  
r e a l l y  know, 

Q. I t  was a Task Force Barker opera t ion ,  and they  
were a t  Dot t i e .  What n e t  o r  n e t s  were you on f o r  purposes 
of r e l a y ?  

A. W e  monitored t h e  company n e t ,  Task Force Barker,  
a r t i l l e r y ,  and w e  switched back and f o r t h  from t h e  medevac 
and gunships. We'd t r y  t o  cover a l l  of them. I t  would 
j u s t  depend on what was happening a t  t h a t  t i m e .  We switched 
n e t s .  W e  had four  r a d i o s ;  we c o u l d n ' t  handle a l l  of them. 

Q - Our primary reason f o r  asking you t o  come he re  
is  t o  s e e  i f  you can remember some of t h e  t r a f f i c  t h a t  
you monitored t h a t  day during the opera t ion  i n  My Lai  ( 4 1 ,  
t h a t  morning. This  would cover a period of 3 t o  4 hours i n  
t h e  morning, s t a r t i n g  a t  0730.  I ' l l  jump forward a l i t t l e  
b i t .  Do you remember a r e q u e s t  f o r  a dus to f f  which came 
i n  from Char l i e  Company, around 10 o 'c lock  o r  a l i t t l e  
a f t e r  t h a t  time? 

A. I d o n ' t  remember it. About t h e  only t h i n g  I 
can remember is--wel l ,  one reason before  t h i s  is--I was 
t h e r e  i n  t h a t  a r e a  s o  long, and monitoring r a d i o s ,  t h a t ' s  
what I d i d ,  sa t  i n  a r a d i o  shack, and l i s t e n e d  f o r  a r t i l -  
l e r y  c a l l s ,  and s o  f o r t h .  And a l l  t h i s  goes t o g e t h e r ,  
b u t  about the  only t h i n g  I can remember on t h a t  day, was 
t h e  dus to f f  f o r  CARTER. T h a t ' s  about t h e  only t h i n g  t h a t  
s tuck  i n  my mind. 

Q - We th ink  t h a t  a s l i c k  came i n  and picked him 
up. Do you have any r e c o l l e c t i o n  on who you made t h e  
r eques t  o f ?  
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A. I think w e  c a l l e d  t h e  medevac; b u t  u s u a l l y ,  i f  
these was a s l i c k  i n  t h e  a r e a ,  he would come i n .  I f  f i r e  
w a s n ' t  down t h e r e ,  t h e  s l i c k  would come i n .  They wouldn ' t  
nave t o  worry about  c a l l i n g  t h e  medevac, because it would 
t a k e  t o o  much t i m e .  

Q I t  would save  t ime ,  i f  somebody was i n  t h e  a r e a .  
Where was medevac l o c a t e d ?  

A .  1 t h i n k  they  came from Duc Pho, I 'm n o t  s u r e ,  
Duc Pho o r  Chu La i .  

Q. You have no s p e c i f i c  r e c o l l e c t i o n ,  t h e n ,  who 
provided  t h e  dus to f  f ?  

A. No. 

COL FRANKLIN: M r .  ROBERTS, t o  r e f r e s h  your  memory, I am 
going t o  g i v e  you a l i t t l e  background of what you were 
h e a r i n g  t h a t  morning, some of t h e  c a l l  s i g n s  t h a t  you were 
h e a r i n g  t h a t  morning. One would have been Shark,  which 
w e r e  gunsh ips .  These Sharks  were r e p o r t i n g ,  c a l l i n g  in--
I ' m  t a l k i n g  about  0730 t o  0930--that  t hey  picked up cer -
t a i n  VC. These VC had e i t h e r  weapons o r  w e b  g e a r .  And they  
were c a l l i n g  down t o  g e t  t r o o p s  over  t h e r e ,  t o  p i ck  up t h e s e  
weapons. 

You had some Warlords i n  t h e  a i r .  The War-
l o r d s  had a l i t t l e  o p e r a t i o n  over  on H i l l  85 ,  which was 
t o  your  s o u t h ,  o r  t o  your  s o u t h e a s t ,  and they  were pick-
ing up, t h e  i n i t i a l  r e p o r t  was, some m o r t a r s ,  b u t  l a t e r  
t hey  tu rned  o u t  t o  be mor ta r  rounds.  C and B Companies were 
botsh on the ground,  and they  c o ~ l donly  be reached from -
D o t t i e  i n t e r m i L t e n t l y .  There were some r e l a y s  be ing  
done. Now, do you r e c a l l  i f  you were r e l a y i n g  f o r  t h e s e  
companies? Coyote C h a r l i e ,  Coyote Bravo? 

A. Yes, w e  d i d  some, b u t  a s  you s a i d ,  it was i n -
t e r m i t t e n t .  A l o t  of t h e  t r a f f i c  went back and f o r t h  b e t -
ween t h e  companies. 

Q Between C and B Company? 
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A.  And s o  w e  d i d n ' t  have t o  bother  wi th  t h a t ,  . 
Q- Okay. You had Coyote 6 ,  do you know who Coyote 
6 was? 

A. I th ink  t h a t  was Colonel BARKER. 

Q. Right,  D o  you remember  t h e  c a l l  s i g n  Rawhide? 

A. That  w a s  General LIPSCOMB. 

Q. Very good. You're r i g h t  i n  t h e r e .  I t  was actu-
a l l y  Colonel HENDERSON, because LIPSCOMB had l e f t  2 days 
before  t h i s .  Colonel HENDERSON had taken over .  Do  you know 
who Rawhide 3 would be? 

A.  1 t h i n k  t h a t  would be opera t ions .  

Q- How about Rawhide 6 ,  who would Rawhide 6 be? 

A. That 's t h e  commander, 

Q T h a t ' s  t h e  commander. Okay. Ear ly  i n  t h e  morn-
i n g ,  t h e r e  was a t ransmiss ion  about a very l a r g e  body count.  
Can you r e c a l l  anything about t h a t ?  

A. I th ink  t h e  co lone l ,  o r  Rawhide 6 ,  o r  who-
ever  ikwas, was a s ~ i n gf o r  a body coilnt, o r  something, 
an3 they gave a body count ,  I th ink  it was 186. 

Q Okay, how about 8 4 ,  how does tha t - - the  c a l l  was 
8 what, t h e r e  was a l i t t l e  r e p e t i t i o n  of t h e  c a l l  t h e r e ,  
do you r e c a l l  anything l i k e  t h a t ,  and being s u r p r i s e d  
yourse l f?  

A. No. 

Q You d o n ' t  r e c a l l .  Why do you r e c a l l  186? 

A,  I d o n ' t  know, it j u s t - -

Q. ( In te rpos ing)  J u s t  a nunber t h a t  s t i c k s  i n  
your mind. There ' s  something very important .  Do you r e c a l l ,  
any commander g e t t i n g  on t h e  a i r ,  and g iv ing  i n s t r u c t i o n s  
t o  Coyote Char l ie .  
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T h i s  would have been on t h e  b a t t a l i o n  o r  t h e  t a s k  f o r c e  push, 
t e l l i n g  them t o  s t o p  doing somethirla? 

A. About t h e  only t h i n g  I remember a s  t o  Lns t ruc t ions  
g iven ,  they were throwing smoke o u t  and marking p laces  dier re; 
I guess,  they were h id ing ,  o r  running, o r  wherever they 
were, and t h e  choppers would come over  and mark t h e  s p o t ,  
and they 'd  t e l l  t h e  company commander t o  g e t  t h e i r  people 
over  t h e r e ,  and round them up. That was about the  only 
i n s t r u c t i o n  I heard.  

Q Do you r e c a l l  anything about burning o r  k i l l i n g  
coming over t h a t  rad io?  

A. I t  seems l i k e  I heard something about burning,  
b u t  I c o u l d n ' t  say.  

What about it, s t o p  i t ,  o r  do it or--

A. ( In te rpos ing)  No, j u s t  a comment. Over t h e r e ,  
it was very lax on t h e  a i r .  I t h i n k  somebody s a i d  some-
t h i n g  about t h e  smoke, o r  something. 

Q =  Do you r e c a l l  anyone on t h e  a i r  t e l l i n g  Char l ie  
Company, o r  anybody, t o  s t o p  k i l l i n g  o r  s t o p  burning? 

A. Not t h a t  I remember, no. Another t h i n g ,  t h e r e  
was a Lieutenant  ANDERSOK, he was up t h e r e  wi th  me. I d i d n ' t  
monitor t h e s e  r ad ios  a l l  t h e  time. I monitored most of t h e  
time, most of t h e  time me and him both were i n  t h e r e ,  b u t  
I might have been doing something, s o  I missed some of it. 

Q How about i n  t h e  a f t e rnoon ,  do you reca l l - -d id  
you ever  hear  t h e  c a l l  s i g n  Saber? 

A .  Yes, bu t  I d o n ' t  remember who t h a t  was. 

Q.  Do you r e c a l l  hear ing  Saber on the  r a d i o  t h a t  
a f te rnoon,  i n t e r r u p t i n g  a t ransmiss ion?  

A. I t  seems l i k e  I heard something, b u t  he was again 
d i r e c t i n g  a u n i t  t o  a c e r t a i n  a r e a  o r  something, i f  t h a t ' s  
what I ' m  t h i n k  about.  
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Q. Okay. W e l l ,  t h i s  i s  very important t o  u s .  Real ly  
sea rch  your memory. Do you r e c a l l  anything l i k e  an o rde r  be-
i n g  given o u t ,  an2 t h e  n e t  being i n t e r r u p t e d ,  and Saber 6 glv-
i n g  i n s t r u c t i o n s  countermanding some o t h e r  i n s t r u c t i o n s  t h a t  
were being given on t h a t  n e t ?  Would t h i s  s o r t  of s t r i k e  you? 

A. I c a n ' t  remember. 

Q. DO you r e c a l l  any i n s t r u c t i o n s  going on t h e  r a d i o ,  
o r  any t a l k ,  o r  any message on t h e  r a d i o ,  about c i v i l i a n s ,  
and going back and checking c i v i l i a n s  and checking wounds? 

A. I remember Captain MEDINA, somebody s a i d  some-
t h i n g  about checking over  c i v i l i a n s  o r  something, bu t  
Captain MEDINA s a i d  t h a t  everyth ing  was moving s o  f a s t ,  
t h a t  they  were moving s t r a i g h t  on through. T h a t ' s  about 
my ve r s ion  of it. 

Q When would t h i s  b e ,  e a r l y  i n  t h e  morning, o r  
middle morning, o r  af ternoon? 

A. No, I imagine it was about midmorning. What 
time d i d  t h i s  s t a r t ?  

Q I t  s t a r t e d  a t  0730, t h e  f i r s t  touch down, C 
Company w a s  t h e  f i r s t  l i f t ,  landed a t  0730. 

A.  I imagine t h i s  was abozt lG3C. 

Q. And what again was t h a t ?  

A.  Somebody, s a i d  something, about check o u t  
c i v i l i a n s  o r  something t o  t h a t  e f f e c t .  And Captain 
MEDINA s a i d  t h a t  everyth ing  was moving s o  f a s t ,  they 
were moving through, and they weren ' t  checking them. 

'2. This  was about what time again? 

A. I guess about 1000. 

ST What was your impression--don't worry about 
what t h e  wor'ds were--what was your impression of what 
t h e  people t a l k i n g  wanted MEDINA t o  do? 
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A. From what I g a t h e r e d ,  t h e  way they  were s p o t t i n g  
t h e  people--the way it seemed t o  me, t h a t  t hey  were c i v i l i a n s ,  
o r  whatever t h e y  were, VC--were running  o f f  i n  c l u s t e r s ,  
t r y i n g  t o  g e t  o u t  of t h e  a r e a .  And t h e  Sharks and t h e  o t h e r  
s l i c k s  were marking t h e  a r e a ,  and t h e y  wanted them t o  g a t h e r  
them up, o r  c u t  o f f  t h e i r  e scape ,  o r  whatever  you want t o  c a l l  
i t - - - t h e i r  r o u t e ,  however t h e y ' r e  going t o  g e t  away, and con-
t a i n  them, o r  something,  I d o n ' t  know. 

Q- D o  you r e c a l l  any th ing  a t  a l i  now, about  check-
ing o u t  how many c i v i l i a n s  have been k i l l e d  by a r t i l l e r y  o r  
gunships  or--

A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Yes, t h e r e  was something s a i d .  
When they  asked f o r  a body coun t ,  o r  something,  and they  
wanted t o  know, how many were k i l l e d  by a r t i l l e r y ,  and 
t h e  i n f a n t r y ,  and they  s a i d ,  t h a t  c o u l d n ' t  be de t e rmines ,  
a t  t h a t  t i m e .  That  was when they  was t a l k i n g  about  moving 
through s o  f a s t ,  t h a t  t h e y  d i d n ' t  have t ime t o  d i s t i n g u i s h  
whether a guy was s h o t  w i t h  a b u l l e t  of h i t  w i t h  a p i e c e  
of  sh rapne l .  

And t h a t  was about  what t ime?  

A .  I guess  t h a t  must have been around 1000. 

Q. Could it have been,  s a y ,  0930? 

A .  I t  could  be  w i t h i n ,  I g u e s s ,  an  hour e i t h e r  way. 

Q I t  could  have a c t u a l l y  been w i t h i n  an hour  e i t h e r  
way? And they  w e r e  a sk ing  C h a r l i e  Company, how many w i t h  
t h e  gunsh ips ,  how many w i t h  a r t i l l e r y ,  how many by the--
and t h e  answer was t h a t ,  "We're moving t o o  f a s t ,  w e  c a n ' t  
count  them." O r ,  "We c a n ' t  de t e rmine . "  

A. I t  was sorilething t o  t h a t  e f f e c t .  I ' m  n o t  t h a t  
p o s i t i v e .  

Q When t h a t  f i r s t  body count  was g iven ,  which 
you r e c a l l  as 186,  was t h e r e  anyth ing  s a i d  about--

A .  ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  T h a t ' s  n o t  t h e  f i r s t  one ,  t h a t ' s  
t h e  one I remember. 
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Q - Was t h e r e  any s t a t e m e n t ,  a t  tha t  t r a n m i ' s s l o ~ ,  
as t o  how t h e s e  186 w e r e  k i l l e d ?  

A. No. The way I unders tood it, t h e r e  was a t o t a l  
body count ,  it w a s n ' t  s e p a r a t e d  by a r t i l l e r y  k i l l i n g  some-
body, and gunships .  

Q - And you recall  t h a t  w a s  p r e t t y  e a r l y  i n  t h e  
morning, w a s  t h a t  b e f o r e  t h e  1 0  o ' c l o c k  c a l l ,  t h a t  you 
w e r e  t a l k i n g  about?  

A.  I b e l i e v e  t h a t  was about  t h e  same t ime ,  it might 
even have been i n  t h e  same t r ansmis s ion .  

Q Again, now, t r y  t o  t h i n k  i f  you can r e c a l l  
anybody c a l l i n g  down t o  s t o p  k i l l i n g ,  o r  s t o p  bu rn ing ,  
i n  t h e  morning? 

A .  No. 

Q. Okay, t h i n k  about  i n  t h e  a f t e r n o o n ,  about  
Coyote C h a r l i e  g e t t i n g  some i n s t r u c t i o n s  t o  go back some-
where,  and a l i t t l e  d i s c u s s i o n ,  a l i t t l e  argument. 

A. I t h i n k  on t h a t ,  Captain  MEDINA had an RON picked 
o u t ,  it was on a p a t h  where t hey  j u s t  came through ,  and I 
t h i n k  it was Colonel  B A X E R  who c a l l e d  them, and wanted 
them t o  go back,  and s t a r t  IiGiu' w i l e r e  t hey  landed o r  some-
t h i n g .  

Q. Okay, t h a t ' s  ve ry  good. I t  was probably  
Coyote 3 .  I t  might have been Colonel  BARKER. Can you 
remember about  what t i m e  and what was s a i d ,  on bo th  
s i d e s ?  

A. I t h i n k  it was p r e t t y  l a t e .  I t h i n k  t h a t  
w a s  t h e  main reason  t h a t  Captain  MEDINA d i d n ' t  want 
t o  move, because be ing  l a t e  l i k e  t h a t ,  and booby t r a p s ,  
t h e r e  w a s  booby t r a p s  t h e r e .  

Q Do you remember h i n  t a l k i n g  about  booby t r a p s ,
and say ing  t h e r e  w e r e  a l o t  of booby t r a p s  t o  go back 
th rough ,  and a rgu ing  t h a t  he d i d n ' t  want t o  go back,  be-
cause  of booby t r a p s .  Do you remember t h a t  on t h e  r a d i o ?  
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A. I c o u l d n ' t  say  i f  it happened t h e n ,  b u t  t h e r e  
was s e v e r a l  t i m e s  t h a t  booby t r a p s  were mentioned. That  
was a r e a l  bad area f o r  booby t r a p s .  

Q- You do  r e c a l l  booby t r a p s  be ing  mentioned,  
t h e  words booby t r a p ?  

A .  I c o u l d n ' t  p i n p o i n t  it t o  t h a t  t ime.  When 
y o u ' r e  i n  one a r e a  l i k e  t h a t ,  I d o n ' t  remember how long  
w e  were t h e r e ,  b u t  when you set  t h e r e  and l i s t e n  t o  r a d i o s  
day a f t e r  day,  it runs  i n  one e a r  and o u t  t h e  o t h e r .  
You c a n ' t  r e t a i n  anyth ing .  I f  you do--you're t r y i n g  t o  
remember c o o r d i n a t e s  and you c a n ' t  do it. 

Q *  W e  c e r t a i n l y  unders tand  t h e  d i f f i c u l t y  and 
y o u ' r e  doing v e r y ,  ve ry ,  w e i l  a t  r e c a l l i n g  what you do 
know, M r .  ROBERTS. I n  t h i s  conve r sa t ion  about going 
back,  do you r eca l l .  why Colonel  BARKER, o r  t h a t  o t h e r  
Task Force  Barker  s t a t i o n ,  wanted him t o  go back? Can 
you r e c a l l  t h e  reason?  

A. I t  might have been t o  RON w i t h  Bravo Company 
I ' m  n o t  s u r e .  I t h i n k  they  s t a y e d  t o g e t h e r  t h a t  n i g h t .  

9. W e l l ,  t hey  d i d  s t a y  w i t h  B Company t h a t  n i g h t ,  
t h a t  was t h e  p l a n ,  b u t  t h i s  t r a n s m i s s i o n  w a s  go ing  t o  t u r n  
them around t o  go back from where t hey  came. Can you 
remember why? 

A. They went back? 

9 .  No, t hey  d i d n ' t  go back ,  w e  need t o  know w h a t  
you can r e c o l l e c t ,  about  why they  w e r e  t o l d  t o  go back.  .. 

NOW, do you r e c a l l  somebody i n t e r r u p t i n g  t h i s  message 
and say ing ,  "Negat ive  on t h a t ,  con t inue  t h e  movement," 
o r  words t o  t h a t  e f f e c t ?  

A. No. 

Q. Do you r e c a l l  any Saber  6 t r a n s m i s s i o n s ,  
about  t h i s  t ime? 
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A. I remember Saber 6 ,  b u t  I d o n ' t  remember what 
he said, i f  it was even t h a t  day, o r  what. Most of what 
I remember w a s  Colonel BARKER. I recoqnized h i s  voice.  
I d i d n ' t  r e a l l y  go by c a l l  s igns .  I usua l ly ,  a f t e r  I 
t a l k e d  to  them, could understand who it w a s .  

MR WEST: I guess you understand, w e  are t r y i n g  t o  re-
c o n s t r u c t  t h e  events  i n  My Lai  ( 4 )  t h a t  morning. W e  need 
t o  do t h i s  t o  h e l p  us  w i t h  our  main o b j e c t i v e ,  i n q u i r i n g  
i n t o  t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  and whether t h e r e  was a coverup. 
Colonel FRANKLIN has i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  one of t h e  s u b j e c t s  
t h a t ' s  n o t  c l e a r  is  t h e  ma t t e r  of body counts.  Another 
is t h e  g iv ing  of o r d e r s  t o  s t o p  t h e  k i l l i n g  of c i v i l i a n s .  
However, it may have been expressed,  something unusual 
happened t h e r e  t h a t  morning. There were a l o t  of  Vietnamese 
r e s i d e n t s  of t h e  hamlet k i l l e d .  The number k i l l e d  i s  a 
m a t t e r  i n  doubt,  b u t  a s u b s t a n t i a l  number. Af te r  t h e  
gunships and t h e  s l i c k s  l e f t  t h e  a r e a ,  an aero-scout team 
came i n .  Warrant O f f i c e r  THOMPSON i n  t h e  bubbletop, and 
he had two guns chasing hi=. Do you remember hear ing  a 
t ransmiss ion  w i t h  t h e  aero-scout team, t h a t  morning? 

A. I remember one of them h i t  a t r e e .  

(2. That  's r i g h t .  

A. He landed, t o  pick up a BAR o r  something and 
hit a t r e e  and he c&ie up--and he landed Gn Uptight.  

g o  About going t o  Uptight we never heard ,  I b e l i e v e .  

A.  Yes, he landed on Uptight a f t e r  he h i t  t h e  t r e e .  

COL FRANKLIN: Which b lade  h i t  t h e  t r ee ' ,  do you r e c a l l ?  

A.  I th ink  it was the  smal l  one i n  t h e  r e a r ,  I ' m  
n o t  su re .  

Q Small one i n  t h e  r e a r ?  

A. Yes. 
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MR WEST: E a r l i e r ,  b e f o r e  t h i s ,  M r .  THOMPSON f lew low over  
t h e  hamlet  of  My L a i  ( 4 )  and he saw Vietnamese people  be-
i n g  k i l l e d ,  he s a w  many dead bod ie s .  H e  g o t  ve ry  concerned 
about  t h i s ,  q u i t e  emotional .  Apparent ly  he d i d  a g r e a t  
d e a l  of  t a l k i n g  about  it over  t h e  r a d i o  t o  h i s  h igh  yun. 
We've l o c a t e d  one o r  two people  who hea rd  some of t h i s .  
D o  you r e c a l l  any of t h i s ?  

A.  I d o n ' t  remember t h e  r a d i o ,  b u t  I remember some 
of t h e  guys i n  t h e  company s a i d  something about  t h e  h e l i -
c o p t e r  l and ing  between t h e  company and sorne c i v i l i a n s ,  
o r  something. I d i d n ' t  hea r  no th ing  on t h e  r a d i o  about  it.  

Q Another i n c i d e n t  i n v o l v i n g  some s i g n i f i c a n t  r a d i o  
t r a n s m i s s i o n s  occur red  perhaps  a l i t t l e  e a r l i e r ,  around 9 
o t c l o c k .  One o r  more of t h e  gunships  made a  run  on some 
Vietnamese, who were moving southwest  a long  Highway 521, 
which i s  s o u t h  o f  My La i  ( 4 1 ,  going down i n  t h e  d i r e c t i o n  
of Quang Ngai. Th i s  was a Shark gunsh ip ,  I t h i n k  probably 
j u s t  one.  And they  made one o r  more p a s s e s  a t  t h e s e  
c i v i l i a n s ,  o l d  men, women, and c h i l d r e n  going down t h e  
Wghway. And t h e r e  were a p p a r e n t l y  a number k i l l e d ,  per-
haps a s  many a s  1 0  o r  more. The aero-scout  company was 
r eques t ed  by Task Force Barker ,  t o  check o u t  t h i s  move-
ment down t h e  highway, t o  s e e  i f  t h e s e  were VC moving 
a long  it. They r e p o r t e d  back t h a t  t h e s e  were o l d  men, women 
and c h i l d r e n .  I n  o t h e r  words, it d i d n ' t  seem t o  be a m i l i -
t a r y  t a r g e t .  Now t h e r e  a p p a r e n t l y  was a t r a n s m i s s i o n  about  
t h i s  t i m e  by Rawhide 6 ,  Colonel  HENDERSON, t h e  b r i g a d e  com-
mander. Does t h i s  r e c a l l  any th ing  t o  you? Do you remember 
t h i s  t r a n s m i s s i o n  p o s s i b l y ?  

A.  I t  seems l i k e  t hey  r e p o r t e d  c i v i l i a n s ,  o r  a number 
of pe r sons  moving o u t  up t h e  road ,  and I t h i n k  they  marked 
t h e m  w i t h  smoke, b u t  t h a t ' s  all I remember. 

Q . One w i t n e s s  s a i d  t h a t  he  hea rd  a t r a n s m i s s i o n  
from Rawhide 6 t o  t h e  e f f e c t  t h a t ,  he wanted t o  be s u r e  
t h e r e  wasn" any unnecessary k i l l i n g .  This  a p p a r e n t l y  had 
r e f e r e n c e  t o  t h e  r e fugees  moving a long  t h e  r o a d ,  Highway 
521. Going back a g a i n ,  t o  the d u s t o f f  of  CARTER. d here 
a p p a r e n t l y  was a s i g n i f i c a n t  t r a n s m i s s i o n  ove r  t h e  r a d i o ,  
from t h e  p i l o t  of t h a t  h e l i c o p t e r  when he came i n  o r  when 
he l e f t ,  r i g h t  around t h a t  t ime .  Do you r e c a l l  h e a r i n g  
any of t h i s ?  
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A. What I remember about t h a t  dus to f f  was, I was 
t h e  one t h a t  c a l l e d  it i n ,  and I had t r o u b l e  wi th  coordina tes  
because of s t a t i c ,  t h e  r a d i o  w a s  breaking p r e t t y  bad. And 
Captain MEDINA g o t  mad a t  m e ,  because I c o u l d n ' t  g e t  the  
message, I j u s t  asked him t o  r e p e a t  it. That was what 
made t h a t  dus to f f  s t and  o u t  i n  my mind. We had t r o u b l e  
g e t t i n g  it; 

Q. Do you reca l l - -d id  you monitor through t h a t  in-
cident--hearing t h e  t r a f f i c  about i t ?  

A. I t  d o e s n ' t  r i n g  a b e l l .  

Q- Apparently t h e  p i l o t ,  while he was i n  t h e  v i c i -
n i t y  t h e r e ,  e i t h e r  be fo re  o r  a f t e r ,  t a l k e d  t o  somebody over  
h i s  r a d i o ,  and s a i d  t h a t ,  i n  e f f e c t ,  he s a w  a h e l l  of a l o t  
of bodies ,  obviously n o t  VC, women, and c h i l d r e n ,  and s o  
f o r t h .  H e  wanted t o  know what t h e  h e l l  was going on. It 
s t r u c k  him as be ing  very unusual. H e  r epor ted  t h i s  over 
t h e  r a d i o  t o  someone. 

-
A. That  was t h e  medevac? 

Q - Whoever it was, w e  th ink  it was a c t u a l l y  a s l i c k .  
I ' m  n o t  s u r e  what n e t  he 'd  be on. 

A. T h a t ' s  what I was th inking .  We usua l ly  switch 
one of t h e  r a d i o s ,  I d o n ' t  know which one. I th ink  i t ' s  
a r t i l l e r y ,  we'd swi tch  it o f f ,  and go t o  medevac and then 
switch it back. 

Q. D o  you t h i n k  you'd n o m a l l y ' b e  on t h e  medevac 
n e t ?  

A. W e l l ,  w e  d i d n ' t  have t h e  r a d i o s  t h a t  we should 
have had, and we made switches.  We switched o f f  t h e  com-
pany, and we switched o f f  t h e  t a s k  force .  I t  j u s t  depended 
which one needed us .  

Q Well, fol lowing t h i s  t ransmiss ion ,  someone, pos-
s i b i y  Colonel BARKER, c a l l e d  Captaln MEDINA, and t o l d  him 
t o  knock o f f  t h e  k i l l i n g  o r  words t o  t h a t  e f f e c t .  Do you 
remember such a t ransmission? I t  would have been around 
1030. 
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A. Tt d o e s n ' t  come o u t .  I c o u l d n ' t  s a y .  

(2. There  was ano the r  s i g n i f i c a n t  t r a n s m i s s i o n  around 
noon, be tween Capta in  MEDINA,  and p o s s i b l y  Colonel  BARKER, 
someone a t  a  h i g h e r  l e v e l ,  t o  t u r n  i n  a cumulat ive  body count  
for t h e  morning. Do you remember h e a r i n g  any of  t h a t  t r a f f i c ?  

A. About t h e  on ly  t h i n g  I can r e m e ~ ~ b e rabout  a 
body count  was tha t - - I  d o n ' t  know when it was--I guess  around 
1 0  o r  so-- that  186 .  

Q Now, w e  have one w i t n e s s  whc was h e a r i n g  Cap-
t a i n  MEDINA's  end of t h e  t r a n s m i s s i o n ,  who says  t h e  c a l l  
had come i n  f o r  a body coun t ,  p o s s i b l y  from Colonel  BARKER. 
And Capta in  MEDINA, accord ing  t o  t h i s  w i t n e s s  gave a count 
of  310; d i d n ' t  s p e c i f y  VC, j u s t  gave t h e  count .  Does t h i s  
s t r i k e  any chord i n  your  memory? 

A .  N O ,  I d o n ' t  know why t h a t  18.6. T h a t 7 s  t h e  on ly  
t h i n g  I remember. 

Q Did you e v e r  hear any th ing  a b ~ u tan i n v e s t i g a -
t i o n  be ing  conducted,  a s  t o  whzt happened a t  My L a i  ( 4 )  
that morning? 

A. What I heard  o f ,  it w a s n ' t  My L a i  (4), it was 
t h e  people  w e r e  g e t t i n g  o u t  i n  t h e  f i e l d .  I t  d i d n ' t  have 
no th ing  t o  do w i t h  t h i s .  

Q *  . When d i d  t h i s  t a k e  p l ace?  

A. I t  was, I d o n ' t  know, r i g h t  a f t e r  t h i s  opera-
t i o n .  W e  w e l i t  back t o  Bronco and t h e  supply  was poor ,  you 
know. I could s e e  why, we j u s t  g o t  ove r  t h e r e ,  and no th ing  
was s e t  up, b u t  some of t h e  guys,  t hey  d i d n ' t  l i k e  i t - - c l o t h e s  
and so  f o r t h ,  we c o u l d n ' t  g e t .  

Q. A problem about t h e  food? 

A. Food. 

Q C-ra t ions ,  t h a t  k ind  o f  t h i n g ?  

A. T h a t ,  and j u s t  a poor job a l t o g e t h e r .  

APP T-176 

FOR O F F I C I A L  USE ONLY 



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

Q* - But you d o n ' t  r e c a l l  hear ing  anytliing about an 
i n v e s t i g a t i o n  into what happened a t  My Lai ( 4 )  t h a t  morning? 

A. ' No. 

Q - 'How long were you s t a t i o n e d  t h e r e  a t  Landing Zone 
Uptight? 

A. I t  must have been about 3 months, o r  however 
long Task Force Barker--I s t ayed  on Uptight on a l l  t h e  oper-
a t i o n s .  I d i d n ' t  even l eave  Uptight  and go on any opera-
t ions--I  d i d n ' t  go on any f i e l d  opera t ions  a t  a l l ,  even when 
we were a t  Bronco. 

Q. Do you remember a man named WATSON? 

A. Y e s .  

Q- Did he  do some r a d i o  monitoring?
-

A. He was--I th ink  t h e r e  was about f i v e  of us on Up-
t i g h t .  There was WATSON, m e ,  L ieutenant  ANDERSON, I d o n ' t  
remember the  o t h e r  ones. The reason we kept  h i s  squad, o r  
p a r t  of h i s  squad up t h e r e ,  and some of t h e  guys came back 
from t h e  h o s p i t a l  o r  something, they s tayed up t h e r e  wi th  
us ,  t o  h e l p  f i r e  i l l u m i n a t i o n  f o r  LZ Uptight .  

Q - I d o n ' t  q u i t e  understand t h e  se tup  t h e r e  a t  Up-
t i g h t .  This wasn ' t  a  normal funct ion  of t h e  mortar  p la t con  
was it; t o  provide t h i s  r a d i o  r e l a y ?  

A. N o ,  we d i d  a whole l o t  of th ings  w e  weren ' t  sup-
posed t o .  

Q Were you working wi th  t h e  a r t i l l e r y ,  with some of 
t h e i r  r ad ios?  

A. We had, I t h i n k  our  platoon had t w o  r ad ios  t h a t  
they l e f t  up t h e r e  f o r  us t o  use.  And the  company gave us  
one from supply and we borrowed one from artillery. I th lnk  
a r t i l l e r y  monitored some of t h i s  t o o ,  I ' m  no t  s u r e .  But we 
s tayed up t h e r e  mainly a s  a  resupply.  We would--they would 
land a  supply t h e r e  by one s l i c k ,  and another  s l i c k  would 
come i n .  We'd s e p a r a t e  it. We'd g e t  t h e  mai l  up t h e r e ,  
when we g o t  it. And we'd s e p a r a t e  t h e  mai l .  
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Q *  This  r a d i o  r e l a y  mission,  though, you were doing
t h i s  e s s e n t i a l l y  f o r  Task Force Barker,  I t a k e  i t ?  

A. Yes. 

Q- So t h a t  they would have good communications from 
t h e  TOC ou t  t o  t h e  f i e l d ?  

A. We'd have a mast antenna s e t  up t o  tune it r i g h t  
through and Colonel BARKER a l o t  of times--not j u s t  t h i s  
operation--he'd come around, s o  he could t a l k  t o  them on 
the r ad io .  H e  c o u l d n ' t  reach  them wi th  o t h e r  r a d i o s ,  s o  
he 'd  come down and s i t  on Uptight  and talk, 

Q Did Lieutenant  ANDERSON spend a good b i t  of t i m e  
monitor ing along w i t h  you? 

' A. H e  was i n  t h e r e  a l l  t h e  t ime t h a t  I was. Well, 
w e  s l e p t  i n  t h e  bunks, you k ind  of qc, c r a z y  after a whi le ,  
so you have to  leave.  

Q- Did you h a b i t u a l l y  t ake  one of t h e  two n e t s  and 
he took another ,  o r  how d i d  it go? 

A. NO,  'it was u s u a l l y  two s f  us  in there , ,  and maybe 
a couple or' guys t h a t  s tayed on t h e  guri, and we  :d j u s t  sit 
and it was u s u a l l y  j u s t  one guy on, But i f  he needed he lp ,  
if t h e r e  was a l o t  of t r a f f i c ,  another  guy would h e l p  him. 
But some of them, they c o u l d n ' t  handle t h e  r a d i o ,  because 
they  d i d n ' t  know t h e  code. 

Q- Did you s i t  t h e r e  wi th  a headse t  on,  o r  d i d  you 
use speakers?  

A. No, we had speakers  and handse ts .  I th ink  there 
w a s  one r a d i o  w e  d i d n ' t  have a speaker  on,  you had t o  hold 
it t o  your e a r ,  a l l  t h e  t i m e .  

Q. One of t h e s e  l i t t l e  4-by-4 speakers?  

A. Y e s .  

Q - I t h i n k  we've given you some i n d i c a t i o n  of what 
our  problems a r e .  Can you t h i n k  of anything we h a v e n ' t  men-
t i o n e d  t h a t  might be h e l p f u l  t o  us? 
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A. I f  you asked me when I f i r s t  g o t  back, I could t e l l  
you everyth ing  you need t o  know. I c a n ' t  remember. It  a11 
runs  t o g e t h e r ,  because w e  s t ayed  i n  t h a t  a r e a  a p r e t t y  good 
while .  

COL FRANKLIN: J u s t  t o  mgke s u r e ,  you never heard anything 
about  an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  a t  a l l ,  nobody i n  t h e  company t a l k i n g  
about one? 

A. Not about t h a t ,  l i k e  I s a i d  b e f o r e ,  I th ink  some-
body wrote h i s  Congressman. about--

Q. ( In te rpos ing]  , When you t a l k e d  t o  t h e s e  pedple,  
who came back from your p la toon,  who were on t h a t  ope ra t ion ,  
what d i d  they  say?  

A. I d o n ' t  know; they d i d n ' t  r e a l l y  say t h a t  much. 
That was t h e  f i a s t  time they had been o u t  i n  t h e  f i e l d .  And 
they thought it w a s  kind of rough, they weren ' t  i n  shape. 
And t h e  junk they  had t o  c a r r y  wi th  them, they were ca r ry ing  
mortar  wi th  them, ammo--

Q - They e v e r  t a l k  about a l o t  of k i l l i n g  i n  My Lai 
(4)? 

A. They s a i d  it was q u i t e  a b i t ,  b u t  I don't--I  
c o u l d n ' t  d i s t i n g u i s h  whether it was t r u e  o r  what,  because 
these guys hadn't ever been out i n  t h e  f i e l d ,  and you jmagine 
a l o t  of t h i n g s  t h a t  a r e n ' t  t h e r e .  You b u i l d  t h i n g s  up i n  
your mind. Each pe r son ' s  goi-ng t o  s e e  somekhing a d i f f e r e n t  
way. They were t a l k i n g  ab,out k i l l i n g  of l i v e s t o c k ,  and I 
know t h i s  one boy w a s  t a l g i n g  about t r y i n g  t o  ca tch  a  chicken,  
s o  he 'd  have something t o  e a t ,  

Q You d o n ' t  r e c a l l ,  t hen ,  a l o t  of t a l k  about massa-
cres, o r  murders, o r  unnecessary k i l l i n g ,  nothing l i k e  t h a t ?  

A. Not t h a t  much. .They d i d n ' t  come o u t  and say how 
many people they  k i i l e d ,  o r  nothinq l i k e  t h a t .  Most of my 
pla toon,  they s t ayed  wi th  t h e  CP,  and I d o n ' t  t h i n k  they 
d i d  t h a t  much anyway, 

MR WEST: M r .  ROBERTS, w e  thank you very much f o r  
coming i n  t o  t a l k  to  us. You've given us some c l u e s  t h a t  w i l l  
be h e l p f u l .  Every l i t t l e  b i t  h e l p s  when you ' re  t r y i n g  t o  p u t  
t o g e t h e r  a puzzle .  We're very g r a t e f u l  t o  you, Thanks very 
much for coming. The hea r ing  w i l l  be recessed .  

(The hea r ing  recessed  a t  0940 hours ,  17 January 1970.) 
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SUMMARY OF TESTIMONY 

WITNESS : WATERSTREET, Lar ry  E .  

DATE OF TESTIMONY: 4 February 1970 

PLACE OF TESTIMONY: Pentagon 

WITNESS SUSPECTED OF: N/A 

COUNSEL: None 

DUTY ASSIGNMENT ON 16 MARCH 1968: Mortar  P l a toon ,  ~ / 1 / 2 0 .  

1. PREOPERATIONAL PLANS AND BRIEFINGS. 

The w i t n e s s  a t t e n d e d  Capta in  M E D I N A 1 s  b r i e f i n g  o f  
t h e  company on 15  March. He s a i d  t h a t  MEDINA t o l d  them 
t h a t  t h e r e  would be  a combat a s s a u l t  th rough  My L a i  Hmlets 
( 1 1 ,  ( 2 1 ,  ( 3 1 ,  and ( 4 ) .  H e  t o l d  them t h e y  could  pay t h e  

V i e t  Cong back f o r  t h e i r  buddies  which they  had l o s t  i n  
t h e  area. The w i t n e s s  r e c a l l e d  t h e  48th VC B a t t a l i o n  
was o p e r a t i n g  o u t  o f  one o f  t h e  v i l l a g e s  i n  t h a t  a r e a  
(pg. 2 ) .  The w i t n e s s  could  n o t  r e c a l l  MEDINA hav ing  s a i d  
anyth ing  & o u t  t h e  k i l l i n g  o f  l i v e s t o c k  o r  t h e  burn ing  
o f  houses Cpg. 2) . The w i t n e s s  r e c e i v e d  no f u r t h e r  b r i e f i n g  
(pg.  3 ) .  

2. THE ASSAULT ON MY LAI. 

a.  Events  d u r i n a  movement th rouah  Mv Lai. 

A f t e r  l and ing  t h e  mor ta r  p l a t o o n  pe r sonne l  remained 
w i t h  MEDINA i n  t h e  r i ce  paddy o u t s i d e  t h e  v i l l a g e .  F i r i n g  
was hea rd  i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  du r ing  t h e  f i r s t  30 minutes  a f t e r  
t h e  l a n d i n g ,  b u t  t h e  w i t n e s s  r e c a l l e d  no th ing  i n  p a r t i c u l a r  
happening i n  t h e  r i c e  paddy (pg. 4 ) .  The w i t n e s s  and o t h e r  
mor ta r  p l a t o o n  pe r sonne l  fol lowed t h e  command group w i t h  
MEDINA through  t h e  v i l l a g e  (pg. 6 ) .  The w i t n e s s  s t a t e d  t h a t  
he  could  n o t  t r a c e  Captain  MEDINA1s  r o u t e  through t h e  
v i l l a g e  (pg.  7)  . The w i t n e s s  remembered CARTER be ing  l i f t e d  
o u t  and a n o t h e r  h e l i c o p t e r  l and ing  and t h r e e  o r  f o u r  people  
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g e t t i n g  o u t  (pgs. 9 ,  1 0 ) .  The second h e l i c o p t e r  landed 
before  lunch, b u t  a f t e r  CARTER had been medevac'd (pg. 1 0 ) .  

b. Bodies seen. 

The wi tness  s t a t e d  t h a t  as he moved through t h e  
v i l l a g e  a l l  h e  s a w  were burning bu i ld ings  and hootches , 

and dead people. H e  saw one group o f  about  t e n  bodies  
near  a hootch, b u t  could n o t  r e c a l l  e x a c t l y  where i n  t h e  
v i l l a g e  these were (pg.. 8) . 

c. Burning witnessed.  

The wi tness  s t a t e d  t h a t  gunships were f i r i n g  r o c k e t s  
i n t o  t h e  southern p o r t i o n  o f  t h e  v i l l a g e  (pg. 5). By t h e  
t i m e  he e n t e r e d  t h e  v i l l a g e  it was a l ready burning (pg. 5 ) .  
The wi tness  recounted t h a t  he heard someone shout ing  t o  
be s u r e  and burn a l l  t h e  hootches.  H e  commented t h a t  by t h e  
t i m e  t h i s  o r d e r  came a l l  the hootches t h a t  he s a w  were on 
f i r e  (pgs. 6 ,  7 ) .  

d. Radio t ransmiss ions .  

The wi tness  t e s t i f i e d  t h a t  t h e  S3 of  Task Force 
Barker, Major CALHOUN, came on t h e  r a d i o  and asked MEDINA 
f o r  a body eoi-int and a S I T X P .  P.a%CIXA f u s t  s a i d  that t h e r e  
were many k i l l e d ,  b u t  the witness could n o t  r e c a l l  i f  he 
s t a t e d  any p a r t i c u l a r  number (pg. 11). CALHOUN told MEDINA 
no t  t o  k i l l  women and c h i l d r e n  (pg. 1 2 ) .  MEDINA then  passed 
the  same o r d e r  t o  h i s  men over  t h e  r a d i o  (pg .14) .  The 
witness  c o r r e c t l y  i d e n t i f i e d  CALHOUN from h i s  p i c t u r e  
(See Exhibi t  L i s t ) ,  he  r e c a l l e d  h i s  c a l l  s i g n  be ing  
Cayote 3, and he s t a t e d  t h a t  he was f a m i l i a r  wi th  CALHOUN'S 
vo ice  from a p r i o r  experience (pgs. 1 2 ,  1 3 ,  2 6 ,  2 7 ) .  The 
wi tness  r e c a l l e d  t h i s  t ransmission a s  being be fo re  CARTER 
was medevac'd (pg. 2 2 )  , however, he s t a t e d  he thought it 
was s t i l l  a  b i t  l a t e  (pg . 31) . 
3. TREATMENT O F  PRISONERS. 

A t  t h e  campany's n i g h t  l aager  p o s i t i o n  t h e  wi tness  
saw two National  Policemen ques t ioning  p r i s o n e r s .  MEDINA 
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EXIIIBITS 

EXHIBIT 
NUMBER DESCRIPTION NOTES PAGES 

P-45 

P-49 
t h r u  
-

& L a 1  ~ h o t o  -

Photos of i n d i v i d ~ a l s  

Shown t o  wi tness .  
Witness recognized 
CALHOUN (Pq-49) . 

16 

12,13 

P-51 
t h r u  
P-53 

Photos of i n d i v i d u a l s  
Witness recognized 
KOTOUC ( P - 5 2 ) .  19,26 

Aer ia l  photo Shown t o  wi tness .  3 

MAP-8 Scale  drawinq o f  M y  L a i  Shown t o  wi tness .  7 

S&
I I I 
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(The h e a r i n g  reconvened a t  0940  h o u r s ,  4 February 
1970.) 

ME WEST: The h e a r i n g  w i l l  come t o  o r d e r .  

RCDR : The fo l lowing  named persons  are p r e s e n t :  MR WEST, 
MR WALSH, COL FRANKLIN, and MAJ ZYCHOWSKI . 

The n e x t  w i t n e s s  i s  M r .  Lar ry  E.  WATERSTREET. 

(MR WATERSTREET w a s  c a l l e d  as a w i t n e s s ,  w a s  sworn, 
and t e s t i f i e d  as fo l lows : )  

M r .  WATERSTREET, f o r  t h e  r e c o r d ,  would you s ta te  
your f u l l  name, occupa t ion ,  and r e s i d e n c e ?  

A .  Larry  E. WAyERSTREET, unemployed, I l i v e  i n  
Delavan, Wisconsin. 

MR LEST: M r . '  WATERSTREET, have you r e a d  o u r  E x h i b i t  M-57 
concerning t h e  n a t u r e  and purpose of  t h i s  i n q u i r y ?  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q Have you any q u e s t i o n s  about  i t ?  

A .  N o ,  s ir .  

Q =  Have you r e c e i v e a  an o r d e r  from t h e  m i l i t a r y  judge 
i n  t h e  case o f  u n i t e d  S t a t e s  v. Ca l l ey  or United S t a t e s  v. 
M i t c h e l l ?  

A. N o .  -

(2 For t h e  r e c o r d ,  M r .  WATERSTREET, w e r e  you a member 
of  t h e  Uni ted  S t a t e s  Army on 16 March 1968? 

A. Y e s .  

Q. Would you t e l l  us your  g rade  and your  du ty  
ass ignment  and your  o u t f i t ?  

A .  I w a s  s p e c i a l i s t  f o u r ,  I b e l i e v e ,  o r  a PFC. I 
b e l i e v e  a s p e c i a l i s t  f o u r ,  w i t h  t h e  mortar p l a t o o n ,  C/1/20, 
1 1 t h  I n f a n t r y  Brigade.  

Q.  A t  t h a t  t i m e ,  w a s  C/1/20 p a r t  o f  Task Force  Barker?  
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A. Yes. 

Q M r .  WATERSTREET, when d i d  you f i r s t  h e a r  of the 
planned combat a s s a u l t  on a l i t t l e  hamlet known a s  My Lai C4)? 

A. The n i g h t  be fo re .  

Q - Was t h i s  t h e  occasion of t h e  b r i e f i n g  by Captain 
MEDINA f o r  Char l i e  Company? 

A. Yes. 

Q o  Could you t e l l  us,  t o  t h e  b e s t  of your  memory,
what Captain M E D I N A  t o l d  t h e  company about t h e  next day ' s  
opera t ion?  

A. H e  t o l d  us t h e r e  was going t o  be a combat a s s a u l t  
on t h e  My Lai hamlets (1) through ( 4 )  . We w e r e  going t o  work 
through t h e  a r e a ,  and he s a i d  we had been l o s i n g  a l o t  of men 
i n - t h a t  a r e a  be fo re  and tomorrow we're  going t o  g e t  t o  pay 
them back. 

Q - Anything e l s e ?  

A. He s a i d  something about t h e  r e p o r t s  s a i d  they knew 
of no f r i e n d l i e s  i n  t h e  a rea .  

Q Did he say what k ind  of mission it was? 

A. I d o n ' t  remember him saying t h a t .  

Q .  Did he i n d i c a t e  how long t h e  opera t ion  was t o  l a s t ?  

A. I d o n ' t  remember t h a t  e i t h e r ,  i f  he d id .  

Q .  Did he g ive  any o rde r s  about what t h e  company was 
t o  do i n  t h e  v i l l a g e s  they came upon? 

A. No, he d i d n st o  He j u s t  sa id- - I  b e l i e v e  he s a i d  
something about the  48th VC B a t t a l i o n  being holed up t h e r e ,  i n  
t h e  v i l l a q e s .  A s  f a r  as o rde r s  g o .  no. 

Q Did he say anythlng about k i l l i n g  l i v e s t o c k  o r  
burning houses o r  anything of t h a t  na tu re  t h a t  you r e c a l l ?  

A. No, not  t h a t  I remember. 
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Q- Was t h e r e  anything d i f f e r e n t  about t h e  o rde r s  f o r  
t h i s  mission than  those you rece ived  be fo re ,  on o t h e r  missions? 

A. No. 

Q - I understand you were a member of t h e  mortar 
platoon.  Is t h i s  c o r r e c t ?  

A. Yes. 

Q. Do you remember how many members of t h e  mortar 
platoon come along on t h i s  ope ra t ion?  

A. I t h i n k  it was t h e  whole platoon.  

Q. Who w a s  i n  charge? 

A .  Of t h e  mortar p la toon?  

Q e  Of those  members of t h e  mortar  p la toon t h a t  went 
on t h i s  opera t ion  with Char l ie  Company? 

A. Sergeant  MARONEY. 

Q - A f t e r  t h e  b r i e f i n g  by Captain MEDINA, d i d  Sergeant  
bl.ARS?:EY give you any f u r t h e r  briefing cr i n s t r u c t i o n s  abcut 
what t o  do t h e  nex t  day? 

A. No. 

(2• L e t ' s  move t o  t h e  next  day, t h e  16th of March, 1968. 
L e t ' s  have t h e  photographs p lease?  

(RCDR d i d  a s  requested.  ) 

M r .  WATERSTREET, you now have i n  f r o n t  of you an 
enlarged a e r i a l  photograph, ~ x h i b i tP-1, which shows t h e  hamlet 
of My Lai ( 4 )  and t h e  surrounding a rea .  On your l e f t  i s  Exh ib i t  
MAP-4, a  map wi th  a s c a l e  of 1:25,000, which a l s o  shows t h e  
hamlet of My Lai ( 4 ) .  

. (MR WEST o r i e n t a t e d  t h e  wi tness  t o  Exh ib i t  P-1, 
a e x i a l  photograph. ) 

Now, does t h i s  look f a m i l i a r  t o  you a t  a l l ?  

A. Yes. 
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Q. A l l  r i g h t .  I might acid, t h e  photograph, P-1, i s  
o r i e n t e d  s o  t h a t  n o r t h  i s  a t  t h e  top ,  and t o  you, r i c j h t ' i s  t h e  
e a s t ,  over  towards t h e  China Sea,  and t h e  movement of  C h a r l i e  
Company through My Lai ( 4 )  w a s  from t h e  west  t o  the e a s t ,  
genera l ly  i n  t h a t  d i r e c t i o n .  Could you t e l l  us ,  now, M r .  
WATERSTREET, j u s t  what you d i d  and what you saw t h a t  morning 
r i g h t  a f t e r  you g o t  o u t  of  t h e  h e l i c o p t e r ?  

A. W e  g o t  o u t  of the h e l i c o p t e r s  and wai ted  about a 
h a l f  an hour. O u r  p la toon was i n  t h e  rice paddy whi le  t h e  
company w a s  going through. W e  were with Captain MEDINA. H e  
was o rde r ing  t h e  company from j u s t  o u t s i d e  o f  t h e  v i l l a g e .  
H e  was moving the platoons.  

Q - Did you set up your mortar? 

A. W e  set  it up once, b u t  w e  d i d n ' t  f i r e  it. 

Q Okay. Now, had you rece ived  any h o s t i l e  f i r e  up 
t o  t h i s  t ime? Did you encounter any enemy r e s i s t a n c e  a t  a l l ?  

-
A. I heard f i r i n g .  Whether it was t h e  enemy o r  our  
company, from where I was i n  t h e  r i c e  paddy, I c o u l d n ' t  t e l l .  

Q. Where was t h i s  f i r i n g ?  

A. I t  was i n  t h e  v i l l a g e .  

Q Do you remember what l i f t  you were i n ?  Were you
i n  t h e  t h i r d  l i f t ,  f o r  example? 

A. The l a s t  l i f t ,  t h e  l a s t  one. 

Q And you s tayed t h e r e  about 30 minutes? 

A. I n  t h e  r i c e  paddy, yes .  

Q Do you remember, dur ing  t h a t  t ime,  see ing  Captain 
MEDINA moved out  t o  the  south with a group, leave  h i s  command 
p o s t  and move south? 

A ;  No, I don't, 

Q You r e c a l l  anything i n  p a r t i c u l a r  happening dur ing
t h i s  30 minutes,  when you were wa i t ing  t h e r e  o u t s i d e  the  hamlet 
i n  t h e  r i c e  paddy? 
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A.  Nothing. I could  s e e  t h e  v i l l a g e  bu rn ing .  

Q e  Smoke coming up a l r e a d y ?  

A. Y e s .  

Q W e  have a copy o f  t h e  s t a t e m e n t  which you gave t o  
t h e  C I D  i n  January  i n  which you mentioned t h a t  you remember t h e  
gunships  f i r i n g  r o c k e t s .  Can you remember where t hey  were f i r -
i n g ?  

A .  I t  seems t o  me they  were i n  t h e  a i r  sou th  of t h e  
v i l l a g e ,  f i r i n g  t h e  sou th  c o r n e r  o f  t h e  v i l l a g e .  

Q Now, d i d  you see t h i s  w h i l e  you w e r e  s t i l l  i n  t h e  
h e l i c o p t e r  o r  a f t e r  you g o t  on t h e  ground? 

A. J u s t  a f t e r  w e  landed.  

Q e  Would you t e l l  m e  a g a i n  where t hey  w e r e  f i r i n g ?  

A. I t h i n k  it was somewhere i n  t h e  sou the rn  p o r t i o n  
of  t h e  v i l l a g e .  

Q Somewhere i n  t h i s  sou the rn  p o r t i o n ,  f i r i n g  i n t o  
t h e  sou the rn  p e r t i o ~ef t h e  illage age? 

A. I t h i n k  so .  

Q From where you were ,  w e r e  you a b l e  t o  s e e  j u s t  where 
t h e  r o c k e t s  w e r e  h i t t i n g  and what t hey  w e r e  f i r i n g  a t ?  

A. No. -

Q I b e l i e v e  you sa id  t h a t  Capta in  MEDINA o rde red  t h e  
men t o  move towards t h e  v i l l a g e .  Would you know t h e  p a r t  of 
t h e  company t h i s  was? 

A. The o t h e r  t h r e e  p l a toons .  

Q Are you s u r e  t h i s  i nc luded  t h e  3d P la toon?  The 3d 
Pla toon  w a s  supposed t o  have a miss ion  t o  fo l low t h e  1st and 2d 
P la toons  th rough .  They were t h e  l e a d  p l a toons .  The 3d Pla toon ,  
as one w i t n e s s  s a i d ,  was t h e  d rag  p l a toon .  They went th rough  
l a t e r  t o  mop up, s e a r c h  hootches ,  and t o  burn .  D o  you remember 
whether t hey  went i n  f i r s t ,  r i g h t  a long  w i t h  t h e  o t h e r s ,  o r  
h e l d  back? 
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A. That sounds r i g h t ,  b u t  I d o n ' t  remember f o r  su re .  

Q. But your r e c o l l e c t i o n  i s  t h a t  Captain MEDINA s t ayed  
o u t  about 30 minutes longer  a f t e r  t h e  t roops  s t a r t e d  moving 
through t h e  hamlet? 

A. Y e s .  

Q- A l l  r i g h t .  Could you t e l l  us what happened next?  

A. W e  picked up and s t a r t e d  moving through,  behind t h e  
rest of  t h e  company. 

Q - Did you fol low t h e  command group? Did you s t a y  wi th  
Captain MEDINA? 

A. k e s ,  p r e t t y  much so .  

Q - M r .  WATERSTREET, how w e l l  do you remember, now, 
t h e  pa th  t h a t  Captain MEDINA took through t h e  hamlet? 

A. Not t o o  w e l l .  We moved a l l  around. I f  it was 
something t h a t  would have t o  be done over  t o  t h e  r i g h t ,  then  
w e  Id have t o  back t r a c k .  

Q Now, I understand t h a t  you never d i d  f i r e  the  
mortar that morning. You had one 81rnin rmr-ear with you? 

A. Yes. 

Q You never d i d  f i r e  i t ?  

A. Not t h a t  morning. Later  on i n  t h e  day we d id .  

Q *  Yes, b u t  i n  t h e  morning? 

A. No. 

Q Okay, what o t h e r  missions d i d  t h e  members of t h e  
mortar p la toon have t h a t  kept  you busy t h e r e  t h a t  morning? Did 
you g e t  some o t h e r  orders  as t o  what you were t o  do, ~ e s i d e  
providing support  with t h e  mortars? 

A .  The only o t h e r  o rde r  I heard was--all  t h e  hootches 
and everyth ing  was burning,  and I heard t h e  o rde r s  shouted once 
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t h a t  somebody s a i d ,  "Pass it back. Burn t h e  hootches  ." They 
were a l l  bu rn ing  a l r eady .  I t  was j u s t  shouted  back by f i v e  o r  
s i x  people .  I d o n ' t  know where it came from. 

Q 0 But  t h i s  w a s  t h e  miss ion  a t  t h e  t i m e ,  t h e n ,  I t a k e  
it3 


A. Pardon me? 

Q T h i s  w a s  your  miss ion  a t  t h e  t i m e ,  t o  move through
and burn  t h e  hootches  tha-c h a d n ' t  been burned? 

A ,  Yes, I ' d  s a y  s o .  

Q . Anything e l s e ?  

A. Nothing.  

Q M r .  WATERSTREET, you w i l l  n o t i c e  on t h e  r i g h t  r e a r0 

on t h e  w a l l  a s k e t c h  o f  t h e  hamlet  of My L a i  ( 4 ) ,  p repared  by 
t h e  e n g i n e e r s ,  which,  i n  e f f e c t ,  i s  t h e  r e c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  t h e  
a r e a .  I t  shows t h e  o u t l i n e s  o f  t h e  hamle t  and t h e  pa ths  through 
it, our  conven t iona l  s i g n s  and symbols, the b u i l d i n g s ,  w e l l s ,  
and o t h e r  f e a t u r e s  of t h e  hamlet ,  t h e  green  c u l t i v a t e d  shrubbery 
and t r e e s ,  t h e  way it was on 1 6  March 1 9 6 8 .  

The ske t ch  i s  admi t ted  i n  ev idence  a t  t h i s  p o i n t .  
If t h e  r e c o r d e r  w i l l  g i v e  it an e x h i b i t  number, w e  will r e f e r  
t o  it by t h i s  number, 

(The s k e t c h  map as d e s c r i b e d  by M r .  WEST was r e -
ce ived  i n t o  ev idence  and marked as E x h i b i t  MAP-8.) 

+ 

M r .  WATERSTREET, I a sk  you t o  t a k e  a look a t  t h e  
diagram of My L a i  ( 4 )  and s e e  if you can determine the r o u t e  
t h a t  Capta in  MEDINA took through t h e  v i l l a g e  t h a t  morning. 

(At t h i s  p o i n t ,  MR WEST o r i e n t a t e d  t h e  w i tnes s  t o *  
t h e  ske t ch  map E x h i b i t  MAP-8, s f  My Lai  ( 4 )  hamle t . )  

Looking a t  t h a t  s k e t c h ,  can you r e c a l l  t h e  r o u t e  
t h a t  Capta in  MEDINA took through the hamlet?  

A. I c a n ' t  s ay .  No, I d o n ' t  t h i n k  I could .  

Q 0 W e l l ,  d i d  t h e  command group move i n t o  t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

A. Y e s .  
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Q.  Now, w e  know t h a t  t h e  command group came out  of 
t h e  v i l l a g e  t o  t h e  south of t h e  c e n t e r ,  where t h e  t r a i l  leaves  
t h e  v i l l a g e ,  and moved south towards Highway 521.  We're not  
t o o  c l e a r  on t h e  rou te  t h a t  Captain MEDINA took from t h e  p l a c e  
he s t a r t ed . ,  h i s  command p o s t ,  b u t  you say he d i d  go i n t o  t h e  
v i l l a g e  t o  some e x t e n t ?  

A. Yes, I b e l i e v e  so.  

Q A l l  r i g h t .  Could you t e l l  us what you saw when 
t h e  group moved i n t o  t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

A. Bui ldings and hootches were burning,  and I saw 
dead people. That was a l l  t h a t  was l e f t  when I moved through. 

Q I n  your C I D  s ta tement ,  you s a i d  t h a t  you saw one 
group of deaa bodies  about i n  t h e  middle of t h e  v i l l a g e .  There 
were about 1 0  bodies  i n  t h i s  group, mixed, o ld '  men, women, and 
ch i ld ren?  .. 

A. Yes. 

Q And you s t i l l  f e e l  t h a t  was about i n  t h e  middle of 
t h e  v i l l a g e ?  You a l s o  s a i d  t h a t ,  "The group of  dead bodies t h a t  
I saw was next  t o  a hootch." 

A .  Yes, they were next  t o  a hootch; j u s t  where i n  t h e  
v i l l a g e ,  I ' m  n o t  c e r t a i n .  A t  t h e  edge of t h e  v i l l a g e  o r  i n  t h e  
middle, I d o n ' t  know. I d o n ' t  remember. 

Q - Do you remember any d i s t i n c t i v e  f e a t u r e s  around the  
hootch a t  a l l ,  a w e l l  o r  pagoda? 

A. No, except  t h e r e  was an underground tunne l .  I t  was 
n o t  a tunnel--maybe a s t o r a g e  p lace  t h a t  was dug ou t  of the  
ground. 

Q Now, t h i s  group of 10 people, d i d  you see  them 
s h o t ,  o r  were they a l ready dead when you saw them? 

A. They were a l ready aead. 

Q Are you s u r e  t h e r e  were men i n  t h e  group? 

A. I t h ink  I saw a man--I know--I'm no t  s u r e .  
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Q - Now, a f t e r  t h i s ,  d i d  you come o u t  of t h e  v i l l a g e  
on t h e  sou th  s i d e  w i th  Capta in  MEDINA? 

A. Y e s .  

Q e  Would you know anyth ing  about  CARTER be ing  s h o t ?  
H e  s h o t  h imse l f  i n  t h e  f o o t  and was be ing  evacuated by a  dus t -
o f f  h e l i c o p t e r .  

A. I remember t h e  d u s t o f f ,  because they  moved us o u t  
i n  t h e  r i c e  paddy t o  s e c u r e  t h e  l and ing  zone, b u t  I d i d n ' t  s e e  
him s h o o t  h imse l f  o r  any th ing  about  it. 

Q Did you see t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  l and?  

A. Yes. 

Q - Did you see CARTER p u t  on t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  and 
l i f t e d  o u t ?  

A. Y e s .  

Q - Would you i n d i c a t e ,  looking  a t  e i t h e r  t h e  photo-
graph i n  f r o n t  of you o r  t h e  diagram on t h e  w a l l ,  about  where 
t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  landed? 

A. I t h i n k  it was r i g h t  h e r e  ( i n d i c a t i n g ) .  

Q - Okay, d i d  you see any th ing  on t h e  pa th  running 
sou th  from t h e  v i l l a g e ?  D i d  you s e e  any b o a i e s  t h e r e ?  

A. No. -
Q Did you see a photographer  t h e r e  t h a t  morning? 

A, L a t e r  i n  t h e  day,  n o t  i n  t h e  morning. 

Q o  Now, b e s i d e s  t h e  d u s t o f f  h e l i c o p t e r  t h a t  morning, -
d i d  you n o t i c e  o t h e r  h e l i c o p t e r s  i n  t h e  a i r  ove r  t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

A. I d o n ' t  remember. 

Q Did you know who Colonel  BARKER was? 

A. Yes. 
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Q Did you know him by s i g h t ?  

A. Y e s .  

Q Would you know h i s  h e l i c o p t e r  i f  you saw it, 
Char l i e -Cha r l i e  s h i p ,  h i s  command and c o n t r o l  s h i p ?  

( A t  t h i s  p o i n t  COL FRANKLIN e n t e r e d  t h e  hea r ing . )  

A.  No. 

Q How about  Colonel  HENDERSON? 

A. Yes. 

Q Did you know him when you saw him? 

A. Y e s .  

Q. - Would you know what h i s  command and c o n t r o l  s h i p  
looked l i k e ?  

A. 1t had a xed s t a r  i n  t h e  f ron t - - i f  t h a t ' s  what 
h i s  command s h i p  looked l i k e .  

Q Did you s e e  Colonel  HENDERSON'S command and c o n t r o l  
s h i p  f l y i n g  o v e r  My Lai  ( 4 )  t h a t  morning? 

A. I remember a s h i p  l and ing  when we were e a t i n g .  

Q E a t i n g  lunch?  

A. E a t i n g  lunch.  

Q. T h a t ' s  a l i t t l e  l a t e r  on, now. W e  h a v e n ' t  g o t  t o  
t h a t  p o i n t  y e t .  

A. Before  t h a t ,  I d o n ' t  know i f  it was h i s  command 
s h i p ,  b u t  I remember a s h i p  l a n a i n g  w i t h ,  I t h i n k ,  t h r e e  o r  
f o u r  people  g e t t i n g  ou t .  I d o n ' t  know who they were. 

Q Do you remember when t h i s  was? Was it a f t e r  t h e  
d u s t o f f ?  

A. I t h i n k  it was a f t e r  t h e  d u s t o f f  and b e f o r e  lunch.  
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A l l  r i g h t .  Now, where d i d  t h a t  h e l i c o p t e r  l and?  

(Witness makes no response .  ) 

J u s t  t o  c l e a r  up a p o i n t ,  M r .  WATERSTREET. I t  i s  
f a i r l y  w e l l  s e t t l e d ,  now, t h a t  t h e  d u s t o f f  h e l i c o p t e r  landed 
over  h e r e ,  w e s t  o f  t h e  pa th .  L a t e r ,  ano the r  h e l i c o p t e r  landed 
h e r e  and took t h e  photographer  o u t  and t h e  r e p o r t e r s ,  who were 
HAEBERLE and ROBERTS. Now, t h i s  o t h e r  h e l i c o p t e r  you saw l a n d ,  
can you t e l l  us about where t h a t  landed? 

A. I t  w a s  somewhere o u t  of  t h e  v i l l a g e .  Exac t ly  where,  
I d o n ' t  know, b u t  it was o u t  of t h e  main v i l l a g e .  I t h i n k  it 
landed n e a r  some hootches  t h a t  were i s o l a t e d ;  t h a t  was j u s t  o u t  
i n  t h e  open, j u s t  one o r  two of them. 

Q e 
Do you remember what k ind  of  h e l i c o p t e r  t h i s  was? 

No, I d o n ' t .  

Q 9 
Was it a l i t t l e  bubble top ,  o r  was it a gunship? 

A. I t h i n k  i t  was a Huey. 

Q . W e l l ,  I t h i n k  t h a t ' s  a l i t t l e  l a t e r  on. W e ' l l  
g e t  t o  t h a t .  A s  you moved a long  w i t h  t h e  command group,  Cap-
t a i n  MEDINA1s command group, d i d  you h e a r  r a d i o  t r a f f i c  coming 
i n ,  messages coming i n ?  

A. Y e s .  .. 

Q 8 
From t h e  loudspeakers  on t h e  r a d i o ?  

A. Y e s .  

Q Can you remember any of  t h o s e  t r a n s m i s s i o n s ,  m e s -
sages  coming i n ,  maybe going o u t ?  

A. I remember one w i t h  Capta in  MEDINA, and I b e l i e v e  
it was t h e  S 3  o f f i c e r .  H e  asked f o r  a s i t u a t i o n  r e p o r t  and a 
body count .  Capta in  MEDINA t o l d  him t h a t  t h e  body count  was 
many. 

Q Did you h e a r  an e x a c t  f i g u r e s ,  any numbers? 
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A. No, I d o n ' t  remember t h a t .  

Q =. Do you remember anything e l s e  he sai'd? 

A. .The o f f i c e r  t o l d  him n o t  t o  k i l l  t h e  women and 
ch i ld ren .  

Q .  Somebody was t a l k i n g  t o  Captain MEDINA and t o l d  
him n o t  t o  k i l l  t h e  women and ch i ld ren?  

A. Yes. 

Q You s a i d  t h i s  was t h e  S 3  o f f i c e r .  How d i d  you
know t h a t ?  

A. J u s t  by h i s  voice ,  because our  platoon was up on 
LZ Uptight be fo re  t h a t ,  and Colonel BARKER and t h i s  major 
come up t h e r e .  I thought I remembered h i s  voice .  

.. 
Q Do you remember h i s  name? 

A. No, b u t  I would probably recognize it i f  I heard it. 

Q A 1 1  r i g h t .  We have a s h e e t  of photographs which 
shows photographs of f i v e  d i f f e r e n t  officers. Some of these  
were i n  Task Force Barker,  and some of t h e s e  were Headquarters,  
11th  Brigade. The  53 of Task Force Barker i s  amony the  f i v e .  
We w i l l  hand you t h i s  s h e e t  of photographs and see  i f  you 
recognize anyone among them (handing t h e  photographs t o  t h e  
w i t n e s s ) .  

The hea r ing  w i l l  be recessed.  

(The hea r ing  recessed  a t  0955 hours ,  4 February 
1970.) 

(The hea r ing  reconvened a t  1000 hours ,  4 February 
1970.) 

The hea r ing  will come to orde r .  

RCDR: A 1 1  persons who were p resen t  when t h e  hear ing  
recessed  a r e  again p resen t .  

MR WEST: M r .  WATERSTREET, t h e s e  a r e  photographs which have 
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been admi t ted  i n  evidence a s  E x h i b i t s  P-49 through P-53. These 
photographs b e a r  t h e  names of t h e  i n d i v i d u a l s  c o ~ c e r n e d .  I w i l l  
mask the names on t h e  plzotographs, and I w i l l  ask you i f  yov. 
recognize  t h e  man you r e f e r r e d  t o  a s  t h e  S3  o f f i c e r ?  I show 
you E x h i b i t  P-49 and P-50.  

A. I t h i n k  it was t h i s  o f f i c e r .  

Q . L e t  t h e  r eco rds  show t h a t  M r .  WATERSTREET i n d i c a t e d  
t h a t  E x h i b i t  P-49, Major CALHOUN, as t h e  S 3  o f f i c e r .  Would you 
l i k e  t o  look ove r  t h e  r e s t  of  t h e  photographs and check your--
you s t i l l  t h i n k  i t ' s - -

A. ( ~ n t e r p o s i n g )  M a  jox CALHOUN . 
Q E x h i b i t  P-49. Okay, and it i s  h i s  vo i ce  you recog-
n i ze .  

A ,  Y e s .  

Q Coming over  t h e  r a d i o ?  I t a k e  you back,  now, M r .  
WATERSTREET. Can you f i x  t h e  approximate t ime of  t h i s  t r a n s -
miss ion?  

A. Maybe 11 o ' c l o c k .  

Q 0 A l l  r i g h t .  Can you r e c a l l  any e v e n t s  t h a t  happened 
around t h a t  t i m e  t o  h e l p  you f i x  t h e  t ime? 

A. Nothing,  no. 
.. 

Q - Do you r e c a l l  where you were a t  t h e  t i m e  you hea rd  
t h i s  t r a n s m i s s i o n ,  where you were i n  t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

A. I t h i n k  we were on t h e  sou th  t r a i l .  

Q. The one t h a t  l e a d s  s o u t h  from t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

A. I t h i n k  s o ,  I d o n ' t  know. 

Q e A l l  r i g h t .  Do you remember h e a r i n g  any o t h e r  
t r a n s m i s s i o n  t h a t  morning t o  o r  from Captain  MEDINA? 
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A. Yes, n o t  t ransmiss ions  over  t h e  r ad io .  

Q Any o rde r s  t h a t  he gave o r  th ings  of t h i s  s o r t .  

A. Captain MEDINA t o l d  one of our  men--not our men--
i n  my pla toon,  he t o l d  one of t h e  men no t  t o  k i l l  t h e  women 
and c h i l d r e n  . 
Q You mean he passed on t h e  o rde r  he rece ived  from 
Major CALHOUN? 

A. Yes. 

Q Was t h a t  i t ?  

A. I b e l i e v e  I heard him pass t h a t  on over  the  radio .  

Q I see .  And he a l s o  t o l d  it t o  some of t h e  men i n  
your platoon? 

A. No, j u s t  another  s o l d i e r  i n  t h e  company. 

Q 9 I s e e ,  b u t  you heard i t ?  

A. Yes. 

Q You remember anything e l s e  of importance, now, 
t h a t  happened before  lunch t ime, before  you broke f o r  chow? 

A. No. 
r' 

Q ~ l lr i g h t .  Were you with t h e  command group when 
you broke f o r  chow? 

A.  Yes. 

Q Do you remember where t h a t  was? Well, let me say
t h i s r  perhaps  t o  r e f r e s h  your memory. We've had a g r e a t  dea l  
of evidence t h a t  t h i s  took p lace  a t  the  e a s t  end of the  v i l -
l age  near a b i g  house, which i s  the  approximate c e n t e r  of t h e  
e a s t  end of the  hamlet. Here i s  the  l a r g e  house shown on t h e  
diagram of My Lai ( 4 )  , which has j u s t  been admitted i n t o  ev i -
dence. Do you r e c a l l  s ee ing  t h e  b i g  house, now? 
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A. Yes ,  I remember it. 

Q e  D o  you remember s e e i n g  some eng inee r s  work around 
it w i t h  some demol i t ionq?  

I t h i n k  SG.  

Q. What do you remember about  t h a t ?  I ' m  j u s t  checlting 
o u t  your  r e c o l l e c t i o n .  What happened a s  f a r  a s  t h e  eng inee r s  
w e r e  concerned,  t h e  demol i t i on  men? 

A. They may have had a m i s f i r e .  I don1t remember. 

Q Do you remember anyth ing  about  one s i d e  of t h e  
house and t h e  demol i t i on  men? 

Q M r .  WATERsTREET, i n  your  C I D  s t a t e m e n t  you men-
t i o n e d  t h a t ,  "Af t e r  lunch we cont inued  on t o  t h e  o t h e r  v i l l a g e s . "  
I b e l i e v e  you t o l d  u s ,  when w e  f i r s t  s t a r t e d  o u t  h e r e ,  t h a t  
Capta in  MEDINA t a l k e d  about  going through My L a i  (1), ( 2 ) ,  ( 3 ) ,  
and ( 4 ) .  Is t h a t  c o r r e c t ?  

A. Y e s ,  

Q Up t o  now, we've j u s t  t a l k e d  about  My Lai  ( 4 )  . I f  
you would look a t  P-1,  t h e r e ' s  a l i t t l e  subhamlet  d i r e c t l y  
n o r t h  of t h e  nor thwes t  co rne r  of My L a i  ( 4 ) .  Th i s  l i t t l e  sub-
hamlet  about  400 meters  up t o  t h e  n o r t h  i s  c a l l e d  Binh Tay. 
We know t h a t  t h e  2d P la toon  went th rough  t h e r e .  Now, e a s t  of 
My L a i  ( 4 )  and t o  t h e  s o u t h e a s t  200 o r  300 me te r s ,  i s  a l i t t l e  
subhamlet  c a l l e d  Trung Hoa, and t h e n  a l i t t l e  f a r t h e r  e a s t ,  
running up t o  t h e  n o r t h  t h e r e ,  i s  t h e  subhamlet  o f  Binh Dong, 
which is s e p a r a t e d  i n  t h e  c e n t e r  by a r i v e r  o r  s t ream.  Now, 
when you spoke of  moving on t o  t h e  o t h e r  v i l l a g e s ,  could you 
t e l l  us j u s t  what o t h e r  p l a c e s  t h e  company went i n t o ?  For 
example, due e a s t ,  r i g h t  d i r e c t l y  e a s t  of  My L a i  ( 4 )  and e a s t  
of t h e  p l a c e  a c r o s s  t h e  r i c e  paddy from where you had lunch ,  
i s  t h e  lower p a r t  of Binh Dong. There  a r e  some houses t h e r e ,  
and people  l i v e d  t h e r e ,  and t h e  subhamlet  t o  the s o u t h e a s t ,  
Trung Hoa, people  l i v e d  i n  t h e r e .  You can see t h a t  on t h e  
diagram o v e r  t h e r e .  You can s e e  t h e  houses .  I n  t h e  n o r t h e r n  
s e c t i o n  of Binh Dong, t h e r e  were o t h e r  people  l i v i n g  i n  t h e r e .  
D o  you remember any movements of C h a r l i e  Company and what t hey  
d i d  i n  t h o s e  p l a c e s ,  perhaps? 
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A. The o t h e r s ,  no,  I d o n ' t  remember t h e  o t h e r s  t h a t  w e  
went ,  b u t  I just remember t h e  hootches  bu rn ing  wherever w e  went. 

Q A l l  r i g h t .  Now, you d i d  speak t o  t h e  C I D  agent .
You s a i d  you remembered s e e i n g  one group o f  about  100 V l e t -
namese people  b e i n g  guarded by ou r  t roops .  Could you t e l l  
us about t h a t  i n c i d e n t ?  

A. I was j u s t  walk ing ,  and I s a w  Capta in  MEDINA and 
h i s  i n t e r p r e t e r ,  Se rgean t  P H U ,  and about  100 Vietnamese people .  
They were c r y i n g ,  and I hea rd  Captain  MEDINA t e l l i n g  Se rgean t  
PHU t o  t a l k  t o  them and t e l l  them move back,  I t h i n k  he s a i d  
e a s t ,  where w e  had j u s t  came from; t h a t  t h e y ' d  be  s a f e .  

Q W e l l ,  now, remember, you were moving from t h e  w e s t  
t o  t h e  e a s t .  

A. Well ,  he t o l d  them t o  move back i n  t h e  d i r e c t i o n  
where he came from. 

Q Where you came from? Back towards My Lai  ( 4 )  o r  
o f f  i n  t h a t  d i r e c t i o n  some p l a c e ?  

A. Yes, t hey  t o l d  them t o  keep going.  

9 Now, do you remember where you were a t  t h i s  t i m e  
when you saw t h e s e  1 0 0  people?  You had a l r e a d y  l e f t  My L a 1  
( 4 )  . You had walked some d i s t a n c e ,  had you? 

A. There was j u s t  one house where w e  were. Yes, it 
w a s  a f t e r  w e  l e f t  My Lai  ( 4 )  . There was j u s t  one house where 
w e  were. 

Q L e t  m e  show you E x h i b i t  P-45. This  is  an o b l i q u e
a e r i a l  photograph,  which was t aken  looking  i n  an e a s t e r l y  d i r -
e c t i o n ,  a l i t t l e  b i t  t o  t h e  n o r t h e a s t ,  and t h i s  was t aken  from 
about  t h i s  d i r e c t i o n ,  l i k e  t h a t  ( i n d i c a t i n g  w i t h  h i s  hands ) .
--
Y O U  w i i i  n o t i c e  y o u ' r e  looking  g e n e r a l l y  t o  t h e  e a s t ,  and you 
can s e e  t h e  s t r eam up h e r e .  Th i s  i s  p a r t  of  Binh Dong and 
ano the r  p a r t  of it h e r e .  This  i s  t h e  a r e a  down h e r e  c a l l e d  
Trung Hoa, and you w i l l  n o t i c e  i t  i s  p r e t t y  f l a t  e a s t  of  My 
~ a i( 4 )  t h e r e ,  and you would have had lunch g e n e r a l l y  a long  
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i n  h e r e  and t h e n  moved o u t  i n  t h i s  d i r e c t i o n .  Do you remem-
b e r  how long  you had been walking b e f o r e  you met t h i s  group
of L O O  people?  

A. No, I donl' t  t h i n k  it was t o o  long ,  b u t  I d o n ' t  
remember, 

Q e  Was it somewhere o u t  i n  t h e  open o u t  i n  t h e  rice 
paddy, o r  was it i n  some t r e e s ?  

A. I t h i n k  I remember some trees. 

Q a  Do you remember whether any p a r t i c u l a r  p l a toons  of 
t he  company went i n t o  c e r t a i n  v i l l a g e s  a f t e r  you l e f t  My La i  ( 4 )  

A. No. 

Q- Could you t e l l  us what happened, now, t h e  r e s t  of 
t h a t  day,  t h e  1 6 t h ,  a s  b e s t  as you can r e c a l l ?  

A. A f t e r  t h a t ,  w e  moved through t h e  v i l l a g e s .  We 
moved r i g h t  o u t s i d e  bf a v i l l a g e ,  it was r i g h t  o u t s i d e .  I 
d o n ' t  know what v i l l a g e  it was, and w e  s t a r t e d  t o  se t  up 
and d i g  o u r  h o l e s  f o r  t h e  n i g h t  p o s i t i o n s .  

Q - A 1 1  r i g h t .  Anything i n  p a r t i c u l a r  t h a t  you
remember about  t h i s  t ime ,  any th ing  happening? 

A. There  w a s  some p r i s o n e r s .  

Q 0 D i d  you s e e  some Vietnamese N a t i o n a l  P o l i c e  a t  
t h i s  t ime? 

A. Two o f  them. 

Q What were they  doing? 

A. They were w i t h  t h e  p r i s o n e r s ,  q u e s t i o n i n g  them. 

Q. Did you s e e  any American,o f f i c e r s  a t  t h i s  t ime? 

A. Y e s .  
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Q. Whom d i d  you s e e ?  

A. I s a w  Capta in  MEDINA, of  cou r se ,  b u t  I saw t h i s  
o t h e r  c a p t a i n .  I d o n ' t  know what h i s  name w a s .  I t h i n k  he  
w a s  t h e  i n t e r r o g a t i o n  o f f i c e r .  

Q Would you d e s c r i b e  him? 

A. S h o r t  'and s tocky  and n o t  t o o  much h a i r .  

Q Okay, any th ing  e l s e  about  him? Was h e  armed? 

A.  1 d o n ' t  remember. 

Q - Was he c a r r y i n g  a p i s t o l  o r  any o t h e r  k ind  of 
weapon? 

r) 

A. I c a n ' t  say  f o r  s u r e ,  b u t  l a t e r  I s a w  him w i t h  a . 

k n i f e .  

Q Okay, would you t e l l  us what you s a w  a t  t h a t  t i m e  
w i th  r e f e r e n c e  t o  t h e  k n i f e ?  

A. He was q u e s t i o n i n g  t h e  p r i s o n e r s ,  and I s a w  him 
p u t  one of  t h e  p r i s o n e r ' s  hand on a l o g  o r  something and came 
down w i t h  a k n i f e .  About t h a t  t ime I t u r n  my head.  

Q - What d i d  h e  do w i t h  t h e  k n i f e ?  

A. What d i d  he do wi th  t h e  k n i f e ?  

Q 9 Yes. When t h e  k n i f e  came down, what happened? 

A. 1 c a n ' t  s ay  f o r  s u r e .  

Q Well,  you s t a t e d  t o  t h e  C I D  agen t  t h a t ,  "Sergeant  
P H U  was a l s o  t h e r e ,  and I c a n ' t  remember who else was t h e r e .  
I saw t h e  c a p t a i n  c u t  off  t h e  l i t t l e  f i n g e r ,  right hand, o f  
t h e  p r i s o n e r .  " 

A. W e l l ,  I s a i d  I s a w  him wi th  the hand of  one,  and 
I s a i d  I saw him come down wi th  t h e  k n i f e ,  and j u s t  when h e ,  
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you know, was making con tac t  t h e r e ,  I s o r t  of turned  my head 

a t  t h a t  time. 


Q Did you look back and see  what.happened?
0 

A .. I t h i n k ,  a s  I remember, t h e r e  was blood. 


Q How d i d  you know he c u t  o f f  t h e  l i t t l e  f i n g e r  of 

8 

t he  r i g h t  hand? 

A. Well, I t o l d  t h e  man t h a t  I turned  my head j u s t  
when the  k n i f e  came down, and then  I turned  back and saw t h e  
blood. But  he had h i s  l i t t l e  f i n g e r  up t h e r e ,  s o  I . . . .  

Q. D i d  you s e e  t h a t  it was t h e  l i t t l e  f i n g e r  of t h e  

r i g h t  hand t h a t  he c u t  o f f ?  


A. No, I c a n l t  say f o r  s u r e .  I j u s t  saw blood when 
I turned back around. He was screaming. 

Q - Where d i d  you s e e  t h e  blood? Where t h e  l i t t l e  
f i n g e r ,  r i g h t  hand, should have been? 

A. Yes. 


Q e  Where was Captain MEDINA a t  t h i s  t ime? 


A,  I d o n ' t  know. 


Q o  
 How c l o s e  were you t o  t h i s  American cap ta in  when 
t h i s  happened? 

A. Ten f e e t .  

Q. Were t h e r e  o t h e r s  s t and ing  around, too?  


.A. Yes. 


Q You th ink  you could recognize t h i s  American cap ta in  

if I showed you a photograph of him? 

A. Maybe. 

Q . W e l l ,  I w i l l  show you a photograph which has been 
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admitted i n  evidence a s  Exhib i t  P-53, and I w i l l  mask t h e  
name p l a t e .  Do you recognize t h i s  man (showlng t h e  Exhibi t  
P-53 t o  t h e  w i t n e s s ) ?  

A. H e  looks f a m i l i a r ,  he could be.  I d o n ' t  know i f  
it is,  

Q A l l  r i g h t .  I ' l l  show you Exhibi t s  P-49 and P-51 
with t h e  names masked, and I ' l l  ask you i f  you recognize 
e i t h e r  of t h e s e  two? 

A. I th ink  t h e  one on t h e  r i g h t ,  t h a t  it w a s  him, on 
t h e  r i g h t .  

Q That would be  Exh ib i t  P-49, t h e  photograph of 
Captain KOTOUC. Does t h i s  looks l i k e  the  man? 

(NOTE:  The photograph which MR WATERSTREET iden-
t i f i e d  as being the  American c a p t a i n  i n  ques t ion  w a s  CPT KOTOUC, 
Exh ib i t  P-52,  al though it was i n a d v e r t e n t l y  descr ibed  by MR 
WEST as Exh ib i t  P-49.)  

A .  Y e s .  

Q The one you looked a t  f i r s t ,  Exh ib i t  P-53, is 
Colonel BLACKLEDGE. Now, looking a t  those two again,  which 
do you th ink  it was t h a t  you saw t h e r e ?  

A. Captain KOTOUC . 
MR WALSH: M r .  WATERSTREET, when you walked i n t o  t h e  v i l l a g e  
and you observed a group of 1 0  bodies  o r  so ,  do you remember 
i f  you were on a t r a i l  a t  t h e  time? 

A. I don ' t '  remember. I d o n ' t  t h ink  so .  

Q Were you s tanding  s t i l l ,  o r  w e r e  you moving along 
when you saw them? 

A, ?: was walking in a d i f f e r e n t  d i r e c t i o n ,  and some-
body s a i d ,  "Come here  and look a t  t h e  bod ies , "  s o  I walked 
over t h e r e  and saw them. 

Q Were you fol lowing t h e  CP group a t  t h i s  t ime? 
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A. W e  moved r i g h t  behind Captain MEDINA through t h e  
v i l l a g e .  I think so,  y e s .  

Q When you went through t h e  v i l l a g e ,  how many'bodies 
of women and children d id  you s e e ,  a l t o g e t h e r ?  
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A. J u s t  women and c h i l d r e n ?  

Yes. 

A. I c a n ' t  say f o r  sare, may3e 30.  

Q Could you t e l l  i f  a l l  of  them had been k i l l e d  by 
smal l  arms f i r e ?  

A. Not r e a l l y .  Some had been b a a l y  t o r n  a p a r t ,  b u t  
I d o n ' t  know what it was done by. 

Q- Do you know of any reason  why Capta in  MEDINA would 
n o t  have s e e n  a s  many bodies  on h i s  t r i p  through t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

A. Not e s p e c i a l l y ,  no. 

Q . I n  o t h e r  words, you fol lowed g e n e r a l l y  t h e  same 
pa th  t h a t  he fol lowed through t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

A. I t h i n k  so .  One r ea son  cou la  have been because 
he could have been t a k i n g  s t r a i g h t  l i n e s ,  and o u r  p l a toon  was 
t h e  l a s t  p l a t o o n  t o  come through ,  and they  wanted us t o  burn 
eve ry th ing ,  s o  w e  had t o  move a l 1 , a r o u n d  every p l a c e .  

Q I thought  you s a i a  you were fo l lowing  Captain  MEDINA 
p r e t t y  c l o s e l y  going through t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

A, O u r  p l a toon  was, yes .  We w e r e  r i g h t  behind him, o u r  
p la toon .  

Q . Was he  i n  s i g h t  most of t h e  t ime? 

A.  Pardon? 

Q Were you a b l e  t o  s e e  him most o f . t h e  t ime?  

A.  Off and on. I saw him o f f  and on, b u t  I wasn I t 

r i g h t  t h e r e  w i t h  him most of  t h e  t i m e .  

Q We have p r e t t y  w e l l  e s t a b i i s h e d  t h a t  t h e  t ime t h a t  
CARTER was dus t ed -o f f ,  t h a t 9 s  t h e  man t h a t  s h o t  h imself  i n  t h e  
foot, was about  10:25. I wonder i f ,  u s ing  t h a t  t i m e  a s  a  r e f -
e r ence  p o i n t ,  whether  your  impress ion  t h a t  t h e  t r a n s m i s s i o n  of  
Major CALHOUN occur red  about  11 o ' c l o c k  would be changec? If 
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COL FRANKLIN: M r .  WATERSTREET, you mentioned t h a t  when you 
were going through t h e  v i l l a g e ,  Capta in  MEDINA t u r n e d  t o  a 
s o l d i e r  and t o l d  him n o t  t o  k i l l  any women and c h i l d r e n .  
T h a t ' s  s o r t  of  a l i t t l e  funny t h i n g  f o r  a company commander 
t o  do, t o  t a l k  j u s t  t o  one s o l d i e r ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  a company 
commander l i k e  c a p t a i n  MEDINA who i s  s t r o n g  and used h i s  
cha in  of command. Why d i d  he say  t h a t ?  

A. I d o n ' t  know. 

Q He j u s t  t u r n e d  t o  a r i f l e m a n  o r  a g r e n a d i e r ?  

A. A r i f l eman .  He was j u s t  s i t t i n g  down a t  t h e  edge 
o f  a r i c e  paddy, and he was j u s t  walking by. Maybe he was 
j u s t  reminding him of  t h e  o r d e r .  

0 Oh, t h e  r i f l e m a n  was j u s t  s i t t i n g  down, but--

A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  No, Capta in  MEDITJA w a s  j u s t  s i t t i n g  
t h e r e ,  and t h i s  r i f l e m a n  was walking by him, and maybe he 
d i d n ' t  t r u s t  him, and he  was j u s t  reminding him o f  t h e  o r d e r  
t h a t  he hea rd  from t h e  S 3  o f f i c e r .  

Q And you w e r e  c l o s e  enough t o  h e a r  t h e  r a d i o  on t h e  
speake r  t h a t  t h e  RTO c a r r i e d ?  You hea rd  Major CALHOUN t e l l  
him exactly--now do you remember t h a t  t r a n s m i s s i o n ,  aga in?  
Your impress ion ,  n o t  n e c e s s a r i l y  t h e  words. 

A. He s a i d ,  "We d o n ' t  want t o  k i l l  any of t h e  women 
and c h i l d r e n . "  Major CALHOUN t o l d  t h a t  t o  Capta in  MEDINA. 

Q You're an a s s i s t a n t  mortarman, assistant gunner,  
I guess?  

A. Yes, s i r .  

Q Did you spend a l o t  of  t ime i n  t h e  FDC up a t  
u p t i g h t ,  o r  most of t h e  t i m e  o u t s i d e  of t h e  FDC? 

A. Outs ide  of  t h e  FDC. 

Q How could  you r ecogn ize  Major CALHOUN1s vo i ce?  
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A. We were on LZ Uptight ,  and our  company was i n  
t roub le  ou t  i n  t h e  f i e l d  somewhere, and Colonel BARKER and 
Major CALHOUN were up tLere ,  up t o p  of the h i l l ,  and we were 
up t h e r e  g e t t i n g  some ammunition f o r  our  mortar o r  doing 
something, so t h a t ' s  how T recognize Major CALHOUN1s voice.  
I heard h i m  t a l k i n g  on t h e  r a d i o  before .  I heard him once 
or twice l a t e r  a t  n igh t .  When I was guard duty I would h e a r  
t h e  FDC r a d i o  t a l k i n g .  

Q- You heard him a couple of t imes on t h e  r ad io .  
could it have been h i s  c a l l  s i g n  t h a t  you recognize r a t h e r  
than h i s  voice ,  o r  i n  conjunct ion w i t h  h i s  voice? Do you 
happen t o  r e c a l l  what h i s  c a l l  s i g n  was? 

A. Something 3 .  

Q= Okay, something 3 .  I '  11 give  you a couple of 
words. T e l l  me which one it was. Rawhide o r  Leopard o r  
Coyote o r  Domino? 

A. I th ink  it was Coyote? 

Q Okay, you g o t  a good memory t h e r e ,  M r .  WATERSTREET. 
You're p r e t t y  s u r e ,  now--we know t h a t  Major CALHOUN took o f f ;  
he says about noon. H i s  memory i s  probably as good as  yours ,  
so  he thought it was l a t e r ,  around noon. This i s  very impor-
t a n t  t o  us ,  and d o n ' t  be in t imida ted  by anything he s a i d .  j u s t  
r e c a l l  t h e  b e s t  you can. You're p r e t t y  s u r e  t h a t  t h i s  bras 
before  CARTER g o t  s h o t  i n  t h e  f o o t  down t h e r e ,  t h a t  t h i s  t r a n s -
nussion came from Coyote 3 .  You g o t  t h e  dus to f f  and you go t  
your lunch,  and those  a r e  two d i f f e r e n t  t i m e s  t h a t  you might 
be a b l e  t o  r e l a t e  t o ?  

A. I c a n ' t  say for su re .  I t h i n k  it w a s  be fo re  lunch, 
but I don ' t  remember i f  it was b e f o r e  o r  a f t e r  t h e  dus to f f .  I 
j u s t  can 't remember. 

Q s Okay, could you j u s t  s o r t  of show m e  on t h a t  photo 
where you were when you heard t h a t  t r ansmiss ion ,  then  I ' l l  be 
ab le  t o  t e l l  what time it was? 

A. I cou ldn ' t  say f o r  s u r e ,  no, s i r .  

Q e  Were you on a t r a i l ,  o r  were you i n s i d e  the  v i l l a g e ,  
O r  i f  you don' t remember. ,.. 
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A. I don' t remember. 

Q W e l l ,  t h a t  r a d i o  c a l l  o b v i o u s ~ ymade an impress ion  
on you. What do you r e c a l l  t h i n k i n g  when you h e a r d  t h a t  t r a n s -
miss ion from Major CALHOUN? Did you have any p a r t i c u l a r  t hough t s?  

A. Nothing p a r t i c u l a r ,  no,  sir.  

Q. W e l l ,  t hank  you very  much, M r .  WATERSTREET. We ' l l  
have a temporary r e c e s s .  

(The h e a r i n g  r e c e s s e d  a t  1017 hour s ,  4 February 
1970 .) 

(The h e a r i n g  reconvened a t  1 0 2 1  h o u r s ,  4 February 
1970.1 

COL FRANKLIN: The h e a r i n g  w i l l  come t o  o r d e r .  

RCDR : The fo l lowing  persons  a r e  p r e s e n t :  COL FRANKLIN, 
MR WALSH, and MAJ ZYCHOWSKI. 

COL FRANKLIN: I am going  t o  ask you some q u e s t i o n s ,  M r .  
WATERSTREET, which w e  have been a sk ing  most of t h e  people  
h e r e  from C Company. Some of them c a l l  f o r  your  op in ion ;  
t h a t ' s  f i n e .  Zave you h e a r d  anyth ing  about  k i l l i n g ,  o r  d id  
you e v e r  h e a r  about  c i v i l i a n s  b e i n g  massacred i n  a p l a c e  
c a l l e d  Co Lay? 

A. No, sir.  

Q- When you w e r e  up i n  t h a t  n i g h t  l a a g e r  p o s i t i o n  on 
16 March, d i d  you t a l k  t o  anybody i n  B Company? 

A. NO, sir.  

Q U  
Do you e v e r  recall  anybody i n  B Company t a l k i n g  

about  what t h e y  d i d  i n  t h e  P i n k v i l l e  o p e r a t i o n  o r  anybody 
e l s e  t a l k i n g  about  what B Company did? 

A. .I d o n ' t  remember, no, sir.  

Q Do you know of  a n y - i n v e s t i g a t i o n  concerning t h i s  
o p e r a t i o n  you were on,  16 ,  1 7 ,  and 18 March? Did you e v e r  
h e a r  about  an i n v e s t i g a t i o n ?  
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A .  No, s i r .  

Q - Never heard  of one? u i d  anybody eve r  ask you t o  
make a s t a t emen t?  

A. No, s i r ,  except  f o r  t h e  one C I D  man. 

Q 0 
The C I D  man was t h e  only one. Did anyone eve r  t e l l  

you t o  keep q u i e t ,  n o t  t o  t a l k  about t h a t  o p e r a t i o n ?  

A. No, s i r ,  j u s t  t h e  C I D  man. 

Q - What was t h e  a t t i t u d e  of t h e  people  of  C Company 
towards t h e  Vietnamese people? 

A. I c a n ' t  say f o r  su re .  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  they l i k e d  
them, because they  had l o s t  a l o t  of men, a l o t  of t h e i r  
f r i e n d s ,  I guess ,  by t h e  Vietnamese people.  

Q- Were any of  your mortarmen i n  t h a t  mine f i e ld  opera- 
t i o n  when they  g o t  caught i n  t h e  mine f i e ld?  

A. No, s ir .  

Q e Well,  t h e  mortarmen probably had a l i t t l e  d i f f e r e n t  
a t t i t u d e ,  I would guess ,  t han  some of  t h e  r i f l e  p l a toon ,  
wouldn' t  you t h i n k  s o ,  towards t h e  Vietnamese people? 

A. I think s o ,  yes .  

Q - What's your opin ion  as t o  why My Lai happened? Why 
d id  those  people  g e t  s l augh te red?  

A. I c a n ' t  s a y ,  because I d i d n ' t  do it. Maybe--I 
c o u l d n l t  say .  

Q. D i d  you eve r  t h i n k  about it o r  wonder why this 
happened? 

A. Yeah, I thought about  it.a l o t ,  b u t  I wouldn ' t  
know why, e x a c t l y .  

01 What a r e  some p o s s i b l e  reasons  t h a t  might e x p l a i n  
why it happened? 
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A. Well, because we'd been l o s i n g  men, and they had 
been g e t t i n g  wounded i n  t h a t  a r e a  e a r l i e r ,  and they wanted t o  
c l e a r  it up, c l e a r  t h e  mess up, c l e a r  t h e  v i l l a g e s ,  s o  we 
wouldn ' t  be l o s i n g  men every t ime we came through. 

Q You. . t h i n k  t h a t  was, perhaps,  t h e  major reason f o r  
i t ?  

A. Yes. 

Q Do you have any i d e a  why t h i s  wasn ' t  r epor ted  o r  
wasn ' t  i n v e s t i g a t e d ?  I mean, w e  d i d n ' t  hea r  about My Lai u n t i l  
it s t a r t e d  coming o u t  i n  t h e  p ress  l a s t  f a l l .  Do you have any 
i d e a  why something of t h i s  magnitude o r  t h i s  n a t u r e ,  what was 
done by Char l i e  Company on t h i s  day, how t h a t  j u s t  never g o t  
anywhere? 

A. N o ,  I d o n ' t .  

Q Do you th ink  i t ' s  s o r t  of s u r p r i s i n g ?  

A. Of what happened? 

Q Yes, what happened, and a l s o  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  some-
body d i d n ' t  r e a l l y  do something about it, I mean, r i g h t  a f t e r -
wards ? 

A. Yes, i t ' s  s u r p r i s i n g ,  b u t  I t h i n k  i t ' s  more o r  
less - - i f  somebody wanted t o  do something about it, the  Viet-
namese people should have made t h e i r  complaints t o  t h e i r  
government--the ones t h a t  a r e  s t i l l  a l i v e .  Tha t ' s  my impres-
s i o n .  

Q Do you f e e l  t h a t  anything p a r t i c u l a r l y  wrong was 
done a t  My Lai ( 4 )  , I mean t e r r i b l y  wrong, o r  do you cons ider  
t h i s  j u s t  fo r tunes  of war? 

Q The way I look a t  i t ,  some people could have done 
something they d i d n ' t  have t o  do, and it could have been wrong, 
a s  f a r  as  looking a t  it t h a t  way. I t  could have been wrong. 
Some people may have bad tempers, I d o n ' t  know. 

Q I n  t h e  newspapers i n  November, t h e r e  was a r e p o r t  
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t h a t  c e r t a i n  members of  Charlie Company were on p o t .  Was 
t h i s  a problem i n  C h a r l i e  Company a t  t h i s  t i m e ,  anyway? 

A. I don.)t r e c a l l  it b e i n g  a problem a t  t h a t  time. 

D o  you r e c a l l  any i n d i v i d u a l  i n  t h i s  o p e r a t i o n  
Q o  


tha-t  you had p e r s o n a l  knowledge o f ,  o r  tha . t  you hea rd  of 
t h a t  w a s  under t h e  i n f l u e n c e  of  mar i juana?  

A. Not t h a t  I know o f ,  no, s i r .  

Q Would you l i k e  t o  make any s t a t e m e n t s  ove r  anyth ing
0 

t h a t  w e  have t a l k e d  about  o r  h a v e n E t  t a i k e d  about  f o r  t h e  r eco rd  
here?  

A. N o ,  no th ing  excep t  for-- I  d i d n ' t  s h o o t  anyone wh i l e  
I was over t h e r e .  T h a t ' s  about a l l  I could  say .  

Q W e l l ,  we a p p r e c i a t e  t h a t .  M r .  WALSH, do you have e 

any q u e s t i o n s ?  

MR WALSH: I j u s t  want t o  go back one more t ime t o  t h i s  t r a n s -
miss ion t h a t  you hea rd ,  w i th  r e s p e c t  t o  n o t  k i l l i n g  women and 
c h i ldxen, Do you remember when you overheard  t h a t  t r ansmis s ion  
and Capta in  MEDINA pas s ing  it on,  do you remerdwr t h i n k i n g  t o  
y o u r s e l f  that i t ' s  a l i t t l e  l a t e  f o r  t h a t ?  I s n ' t  it odd t h a t  
i t ' s  necessary  t o  g i v e  t h e  o r d e r  i n  t h e  f i r s t  p l a c e ?  

A. Yes, I remember t h i n k i n g  t h a t  t o  myse l f ;  i t ' s  k ind  
of l a te  f o r  t h a t ,  a f t e r  what I saw. 

Q After what you 'd  s e e n  on t h e  ground w h i l e  moving 
through? 

A. Yes. 

Q. Did you have any impress ion ,  bhen you hea rd  t h a t ,  
that t h i s  was a change i n  o r d e r s  o r  t h a t  it was j u s t  a c a u t i o n ?  

A. Just something t h a t  t hey  thought  t hey  d i d n ' t  want 
anybody t o  k i l l  any of t h e  women and c h i l d r e n ,  s o  he thought  
he would remind them. 
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MR WALSH: I d o n ' t  have anyth ing  else. 

COL FRANKLIN: Thank you very  much f o r  coming down and t a l k i n g  
t o  u s ,  M r .  WATERSTREET, and we wish you good luck  i n  whatever 
you dec ide  t o  do. 

The h e a r i n g  i s  r eces sed .  

(The h e a r i n g  r eces sed  a t  1 1 2 2  hour s ,  4 February 
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SUMMARY OF TESTIMONY 

WITNESS : WATSON, Will iam E.  SGT 

DATE OF TESTIMONY: 2 1  January 1970 

PLACE OF TESTIMONY: Pentagon 

WITNESS SUSPECTED OF: N/A 

COUNSEL: None 

DUTY ASSIGNMENT ON 1 6  MARCH 1968: Squad l e a d e r ,  Mortar 
P l a toon ,  C/1/20. 

1. I tADIO TRANSMISSIONS HEARD BY THE WITNESS. 

The w i t n e s s  was wi th  t h e  mor ta r  p l a t o o n  o f  C/1/20 
a t  Landing Zone Upt ight  where he w a s  moni tor ing  t h e  company 
r a d i o  i n  ca se  t hey  needed mortar  suppor t  (pg.  3 ) .  He s t a t e d  
t h a t  he hea rd  L ieu tenan t  Colonel  BARKER i n  h i s  h e l i c o p t e r  
c a l l  C h a r l i e  Company and ask Captain  MEDINA i f  he knew any- 
t h i n g  of c i v i l i a n s  be ing  k i l l e d  (pgs .  5 ,  6 ,  1 7 ) .  BARKER 
s t a t e d  t h a t  he  had a r e p o r t  from h i g h e r  up t h a t  c i v i l i a n s  
were be ing  k i l l e d  (pgs .  6 ,  7 ,  9 ) .  The wi tnes s  s t a t e d  t h a t  
he heard  MEDINA ask ing  h i s  men on t h e  r a d i o s ,  p l a toon  
l e a d e r s  o r  RTO's, i f  t h i s  were any o f  t h e i r  people .  The 
r e p l y  overheard  w a s  t h a t  t h e  only  Vietnamese who was k i l l e d  
was one w i t h  a BAR k i l l e d  by a gunship (pg.  6 ) .  The wi tnes s  
no ted  t h a t  t h e r e  was s m a l l  arms f i r e  i n  t h e  background of  
t h e s e  t r ansmis s ions  (pg. 6 ) .  He b e l i e v e d  t h a t  t h e  t ime o f  
t h e s e  was a f t e r  1 2 0 0  (pg.  7 )  . He t e s t i f i e d  t h a t  he had 
heard  L ieu tenan t  CALLEY s t a t e  t h a t  t hey  were r e c e i v i n g  smal l  
arms f i r e ,  b u t  t h a t  he was p o s i t i v e  t h a t  none o f  h i s  men were 
doing t h i s  k i l l i n g  (pgs .  8 ,  9 ) .  H e  a l s o  recounted  t h a t  he had 
hea rd  one o f  t h e  Warlords d i r e c t i n g  Capta in  MEDINA t o  t h e  
Vietnamese who had been s h o t  by t h e  gunship (pg .  1 2 )  . He 
f u r t h e r  r e c a l l e d  t r ansmis s ions  s t a t i n g  t h a t  smoke was being 
dropped. t o  mark t h e  l o c a t i o n s  of  s n i p e r s  (pgs .  13 ,  1 4 1 ,  and 
t r ansmis s ions  from company members t h a t  t h e y  were r e c e i v i n g  
f i r e  (pg.  16)  . 
2 .  RUMORS OF AN INVESTIGATION. 

The w i t n e s s  s t a t e d  t h a t  he had h e a r d  someone say  t h a t  
somebody was going t o  be s e n t  t o  j a i l  ove r  what happened 
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(pg. 1 7 ) .  There  w e r e  a l s o  j o k e s  i n  t h e  company a b o u t  a n  
i n v e s t i g a t i o n  ( p g s .  1 7 ,  1 8 ) .  L a t e r  i n  C h a r l i e  Company 
t h e  w i t n e s s  s t a t e d  t h e r e  w a s  much t a l k  o f  My L a i .  T h i s  
i n c l u d e d  S p e c i a l i s t  Four MEADLO's t e l l i n g  CALLEY t h a t  t h e  
Lord would p u n i s h  them (pg.  2 0 ) .  H e  n o t e d  t h a t  h e  n e v e r  
h e a r d  anyone s a y  t o  keep  q u i e t  a b o u t  My L a i  (pg .  2 4 )  . 
3 .  OTHER INFORMATION. 

The w i t n e s s  s a i d  t h a t  h e  l i k e d  CALLEY and f e l t  t h a t .  
he  s h o u l d  n o t  b e  c h a r g e d  w i t h  any c r i m e  s i n c e  t h e  v i l l a g e r s  
had been warned o f  t h e  imminent U.S. i n v a s i o n  and shou ld .  
have l e f t ,  i f  t h e y  were  n o t  s u p p o r t i n g  V i e t  Cong. H e  added 
t h a t  t h e  l a t t e r  w a s  comple te ly  h e a r s a y  and h e  had  h e a r d  t h i s  
from no o f f i c i a l  s o u r c e  ( p g s .  2 2 ,  2 3 ) .  
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(The hea r ing  reconvened a t  1240 hours ,  2 1  January 
1970.) 


MR WEST: The hear ing  w i l l  come t o  o r d e r .  

RCDR: The fol lowing persons a r e  p r e s e n t :  MR WEST, LTC 
PATTERSON, and MAS COOP. 

The next  wi tness  i s  Sergeant  William E. WATSON. 

(SGT WATSON was c a l l e d  as  a w i t n e s s ,  was sworn, and 
t e s t i f i e d  a s  fol lows :) 

Would you s t a t e  your f u l l  name, grade ,  S o c i a l  Secu- 
r i t y  number, branch of s e r v i c e ,  o rgan iza t ion  and s t a t i o n ?  

A. William E a r l  WATSON, S o c i a l  S e c u r i t y  number 
. , 

' , branch of s e r v i c e  Army, grade E-5. 
I 

RCD R : What I s  your o rgan iza t ion  and s t a t i o n ,  p lease?  

A. Headquarters Company, 1st of the  1 5 t h ,  2d Brigade, 
3rd In£  an t ry  Divis ion ,  Kissingen, Gexmany. 

ME PEST:  Sergeant  llATSOI;I, before  w e  g e t  i n t o  any q u e s t i o n s ,  
I want t o  t e l l  you a l i t t l e  something about t h e  na tu re  and 
purpose of  t h i s  inqu i ry .  This i n v e s t i g a t i o n  was d i r e c t e d  
j o i n t l y  by the Secre ta ry  of the Army and t h e  Chief of S t a f f  of 
the  Army f o r  the  purpose of determining f a c t s  and making find- 
ings  and recommendations concerning: 

(1) the  adequacy of p r i o r  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  i n t o  .what 
i s  now commonly r e f e r r e d  t o  a s  t h e  M y  Lai  i n c i d e n t  of 1 6  March 
1 9 6 8 ,  and 

( 2 )  p o s s i b l e  suppression o r  withholding of in£oxma-
t i o n  concerning t h i s  i n c i d e n t .  I n  o t h e r  words, whether t h e r e  
was a coverup. 

We're n o t  i n q u i r i n g  i n t o  a l l  t h e  f a c t s  and circum- 
s tances  of  what happened a t  My ~ a i( 4 )  . For example, w e  ' r e  no t  
i n t e r e s t e d  i n  whether any member of Char l i e  Company t h e r e  may 
have committed some o f fense .  

W e  have had made a v a i l a b l e  t o  us  and have reviewed, 
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p r i o r  s t a t e m e n t s  o b t a i n e d  i n  o t h e r  o f f i c i a l  i n ~ e s t i ~ a t i b n s  
o f  t h e  My L a i  i n c i d e n t .  For  example, we have a copy of  a 
w i t n e s s  s t a t emen t  which you gave t o  a C I D  a g e n t ,  M r .  MILLS, 
i n  Kiss ingen e a r l i e r  t h i s  month. 

Your tes t imony w i l l  be  t aken  under o a t h .  A 
verba t im t r a n s c r i p t  w i l l  b e  p repared .  A t a p e  r e c o r d i n g  i s  be-
i n g  made i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  verba t im n o t e s  be ing  t a k e n  by t h e  
r e p o r t e r .  

The g e n e r a l  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  of o u r  r e p o r t  w i l l  b e  
c o n f i d e n t i a l .  I t  i s  pos 's ib le  t h a t  your t es t imony o r  pa r , t s  of  
it may l a t e r  become a m a t t e r  of  p u b l i c  knowledge. You a r e  d i -
r e c t e d  n o t  t o  d i s c u s s  your  tes t imony wi th  o t h e r s  e x c e p t  i n  t h e  
performance of o f f i c i a l  duty  o r  a s  you may be r e q u i r e d  t o  do be-
f o r e  a competent j u d i c i a l ,  l e g i s l a t i v e ,  o r  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  body. 
For  example t h e r e  i s  a subcommittee of t h e  House Armed S e r v i c e s  
Committee which i s  c a l l i n g  i n  some w i t n e s s e s ,  i n q u i r i n g  i n t o  t h e  
My L a i  i n c i d e n t .  Our d i r e c t i v e  t h a t  you n o t  d i s c u s s  your  t es t i -
mony h e r e  d o e s n ' t  apply t o  a cong.ressiona1 subcommittee. Do 
you have any q u e s t i o n  on t h i s  a t  t h i s  t ime? 

A .  No, sir.  

Q. Sergeant  WATSON, what was your du ty  ass ignment  on 
16  March 1968? 

A. A t  t h a t  t ime I was i n  t h e  r e s e r v e  mor ta r  squad up 
on LZ Up t igh t ,  t h e  mor ta r  p l a toon  of o u r  company. 

Q You were i n  C/1/20? 

A. That  I s  r i g h t .  

Q A t  t h a t  t ime C/1/20 was a t t a c h e d  t o  Task Force  
Barker?  

A. Yes, s i r .  

Q .  Do you remember t h e  o p e r a t i o n s  t h a t  took  p l a c e  on 
1 6  March 1968, when t h e  bulk  of C h a r l i e  Company went i n t o  My , 

L a i  ( 4 ) ?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r ,  I remember. 

Q .  What was your  duty  on t h a t  day? What were you doing? 
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A. That day I was up on LZ Uptight  and I was squad 
leader  of t h e  mortar  t h a t  we l e f t  behind,  and I was monitor-
ing  t h e  r a d i o  i n  case t h e  company d i d  come i n t o  range. 

Q So you were keeping comunica t ions  wi th  Sergeant  
MARONEY? 

Right ,  s i r .  

& He had a group of men from t h e  mortar  p la toon with 
the company i n  My L a i  (4)? 

Right ,  s ir .  

Q. He had a group of men from t h e  mortar  p la toon with 
the company i n  My Lai ( 4 )  ? 

A. Right ,  s ir .  

Q Now i n  add i t ion  t o  t h a t ,  were you monitoring o t h e r  
f requencies ,  o t h e r  n e t s ?  

A. No, s ir .  

Q Where was your r a d i o  loca ted?  

A .  We had a FDC bunker t h a t  w e  made and i t  was loca ted  
i n  t h e r e .  

Q. Would you say  t h a t  again.  

A. I t  was l oca ted  i n  an FDC bunker t h a t  w e  had on 
Uptight. 

Q. Were t h e r e  o t h e r  r ad ios  i n  t h e r e ?  

A. I f  I ' m  no t  mistaken, I b e l i e v e  i t  was t h e  only one, 
sir. 

Q . Do you know anything about a r a d i o  r e l a y  t h a t  was 
operated t h e r e  a t  Uptight .  

A .  Yes, s i r .  

Q. Can you t e l l  u s  about that? 

A. Well, t h e  r a d i o  r e l a y  it  was j u s t  i n  case our  S4 
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element t h a t  we had a t  t h e  LZ D o t t i e  c o u l d n ' t  reach them. They 
were down, k ind  of lowland, s o  w e  would r e l a y - t h e i r  resupply 
l i s t  t o  t h e m  i f  necessary.  

. , 

Q Would you r e l a y  messages between Dot t i e  and u n i t s  
o u t  i n  the  f i e l d  i f  necessary? Is t h a t  t h e  way it works? 

A. Yes, sir.  

Q What n e t s  were monitored i n  t h a t  r a d i o  r e l a y ?  Do 
you know t h a t ?  

A. Yes, s i r ,  t h e  company n e t .  

Q Who worked t h a t  r e l a y ?  Do you remember the people? 

A.. Well, it was between S p e c i a l i s t  ROBERTS and myself .  
One of us had t o  be t h e r e  a t  a l l  t imes,  

Q.  ,- Anybody e l s e  t ake  p a r t  i n  t h a t ?  

A .  Occasional ly,  i f  ROBERTS o r  myself were s l e e p i n g ,  
then  S p e c i a l i s t  K I N C H  would. 

Q How about Lieutenant  ANDERSON? 

A. To m e  Lieutenant  ANDERSON was j u s t  t h e r e ,  I never 
heard him work the  r a d i o  r e l a y .  

& He s p e n t  some time t h e r e  i n  t h e  bunker where t h e  
r a d i o s  were? 

A .  He s tayed  t h e r e  t h e  major i ty  of  t h e  time except  
when he came ou t .  

Q. But he d i d n ' t  t ake  a t u r n  a c t u a l l y  monitoring? 

A. NO,  sir. 

Q. He d i d n ' t  t a k e  any r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  i t ?  

A. No, sir.  

Q. ROBERTS was i n  h e r e  and t a l k e d  t o  us the  o t h e r  
day and he ind ica ted  t h a t  ANDERSON s l e p t  i n  t h a t  bunker too .  

A. Yes, s ir .  
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Q. , Is t h a t  your  r e c o l l e c t i o n ?  

A. J u s t  ROBERTS and him i n  t h a t  bunker.  Me and my 
squad was i n  o u r  bunker. 

& You mentioned K I N C H .  W e  have a copy o f  a C I D  
s t a t emen t  from K I N C H  i n  which he  r e l a t e s  t h a t  he  went on 
t h e  o p e r a t i o n  w i t h  Se rgean t  MARONEY t h a t  day. What's your 
r e c o l l e c t i o n  of  t h a t ?  

A. To t h e  b e s t  I can remember, I ' m  a lmost  p o s i t i v e  
t h a t  it was K I N C H  and myself ,  K I N C H ,  ANDERSON, ROBERTS, my-
s e l f .  Because KINCH had j u s t  g o t  wi th  u s .  H e  j u s t  come t o  
t h e  u n i t .  I ' m  almost  p o s i t i v e  he was t h e r e  w i t h  us .  H i m  
and ano the r  f e l l o w  came up. A new f e l l o w  went o u t .  

Q *  When d i d  you on du ty  t h a t  morning monitor 
t h e  r a d i o ?  

A. I d .onl t  know e x a c t l y  of fhand  what t i m e  it was. 

Q. W e l l ,  was it w i t h  t h e  s t a r t  of t h e  o p e r a t i o n  t h a t  
morning? 

A.  A t  t h e  s t a r t  of t h e  o p e r a t i o n ,  a l l  of  us we were 
s i t t i n g  i n  t h e  FDC bunker w a i t i n g  t o  g e t  what was happening,  

Q. Did you have a speaker  on t h e  r a d i o ?  

A. A v o i c e  box. 

Q. What's t h a t ,  a 4-by-4 speaker?  

A. Yes, s i r .  

Q. W e l l ,  w e  would l i k e  you t o  t e l l  u s ,  Se rgean t  
WATSON, e v e r y t h i n g  you can remember t h a t  you hea rd  coming 
i n  over  t h e  r a d i o  t h a t  morning. We're p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n t e r -
e s t e d  i n  o p e r a t i o n a l  m a t t e r s ,  r e p o r t s  of  enemy a c t i o n ,  re -
p o r t s  of  body coun t s ,  people  k i l l e d .  I f  you could  j u s t  
t h i n k  back and t e l l  us your  r e c o l l e c t i o n  of what you heard 
t h a t  morning. 

A. W e l l ,  it was on t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  p a r t  t h a t  I came 
back i n  t h e  bunker.  J u s t  as  I was coming i n ,  I hea rd  Colonel  
BARKER, h e  c a l l e d  down t o  a11 t h e  l i n e  companies t h a t  was i n  
t h e  o p e r a t i o n .  No, he  c a l l e d  C h a r l i e  Company and he t o l d  
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Captain MEDINA, "Do you know anything about any c i v i l i a n s  being 
k i l l e d  down t h e r e ? "  He s a i d  that he had a r e p o r t  from h igher  
t h a t  t h e r e  were some c i v i l i a n s  being k i l l e d  o r  something l i k e  
t h a t .  Captain MEDINA s a i d  t h a t  he was p o s i t i v e  it wasn 't h i s  
people.  Af te r  Colonel BARKER go t  off t h e  n e t ,  Captain MEDINA, 
he c a l l e d  a l l  t h e  p la toon l eader s  t o  check and make s u r e  t h a t  i t  
w a s n ' t  any of h i s  people.  I t  was e i t h e r  t h e  RTO o r  one of the 
p la toon l eaders  h imse l f ,  t o l d  Captain MEDINA t h a t  t h e  only one 
he had seen k i l l e d  so f a r  was t h i s  one where t h e  gunships shot--

Q. ( In te rpos ing)  Could you r e p e a t  t h a t  l a s t  p a r t ,  t h e  
one t h a t  the  gunship-- . 

A. w e l l ,  it was e i t h e r  t h e  RTO o r  t h e  p la toon l e a d e r ,  
one of the  two of them, t o l d  Captain MEDINA t h a t  t h e  only "dink" 
t h a t  they had seen s h o t  was t h e  one where t h e  gunship s h o t  them, 
had t h e  BAR. 

Q. D o  you remember about the  t ime of t h i s ,  Sergeant
WATSON? About when you heard  t h i s ,  do you have any way of 
f i x i n g  t h e  t ime? 

A. I d o n ' t  know t h e  e x a c t  time b u t  I b e l i e v e  it was 
af ternoon.  

Q. Is  t h e r e  any p a r t i c u l a r  th ing  t h a t  makes you think . 

i t  was t h a t  l a t e  i n  t h e  day? 

A. Not no p a r t i c u l a r  th ing .  I d o n ' t  know f o r  su re .  

Q Now t o  r e f r e s h  your memory a l i t t l e  b i t ,  I b e l i e v e  
you t o l d  t h e  C I D  agent  t h a t  a s  t h e  t ransmiss ions  came i n  over 
the  r a d i o  you-could hear  small  arms f i r e  i n  t h e  background. 

A. Right. 

Q Now the  f i r i n g  by platoons of t h e  company i n  My 
Lai  ( 4 )  a c t u a l l y  d i d n ' t  l a s t  very long. By 0900, probably,  most 
of it stopped, 0930. 

A. 1 d o n ' t  remember t h a t .  

Q.  A t  t h i s  time t h e  3d Platoon would have been mov-
i n g  through j u s t  on a drag o r  mop-up mission. They were burn-
i n g  hootches,  they weren ' t  f i r i n g  very much, j u s t  maybe a g a i n s t  
some s t r a g g l e r s .  Now, a t  t h e  t ime you heard t h i s  t ransmiss ion  
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from Colonel BARKER, do you remember i f  t h e  f i r i n g  was s t i l l  
going on? Could you hear  i t  i n  t h e  background when Captain 
MEDINA came on, when he c a l l e d  t h e  p la toon l e a d e r s ?  

A .  When he c a l l e d  the  p la toon l e a d e r s  I heard some 
f i r i n g ,  bu t  as f a r  a s  between him and Colonel BARKER, I d i d n ' t  
hear  anything because Colonel BARKER was i n  t h e  chopper. 

Q Well, I b r ing  t h i s  up, perhaps you could th ink  back 
over the  t iming of t h i s  th ing  he re .  Check and be s u r e  when you 
think t h e  time of  it was. 

A .  I s t i l l  th ink  t h a t  i t  was a f t e r  1200 b u t  I could be 
wrong, I d o n ' t  know f o r  su re .  I s t i l l  t h i n k  i t  was a f t e r  1200. 

Q When you spoke t o  M r .  MILLS, t h e  C I D  agen t ,  accord-
ing  t o  the  w r i t t e n  s ta tement ,  you s a i d  "Sometime during t h e  op-
e r a t i o n  I heard Colonel BARKER, t h e  t a s k  f o r c e  commander, c a l l  
the  companies i n  t h e  t a sk  f o r c e  and t e l l  them t h a t  he had re-
ceived a r e p o r t  from higher  t h a t  t h e r e  was too  
much k i l l i n g ,  s o  t h a t  t h e r e  were excess  people being k i l l e d  o r  
something t o  t h a t  e f f e c t . "  Is t h i s  r i g h t ,  i s  t h i s  about the 
way you remember it? 

A .  I ' m  almost p o s i t i v e  he came back and asked Captain 
MEDINA f irst  i f  he knew anything about any c i v i l i a n s  being 
I t i l l ed .  Then he turned around and s a i d  t h a t  he j u s t  had a c a l l  
from h igher  saying  t h e r e  was some c i v i l i a n s  be ing  k i l l e d  o r  
something. 

& .  You remember t h e  use of t h e  word "higher"? 

A. Right.  

Q . Now d i d  he c a l l  Bravo Company a f t e r  this,  a f t e r  he 
t a lked  t o  Captain MEDINA? Did you h e a r  Colonel B A M E R  make t h a t  
c a l l ?  

A.  I d i d n ' t  h e a r  him c a l l i n g  b u t  he s a i d  he was going 
t o  c a l l  t h e  o t h e r  u n i t s ,  Bravo and Alpha. 

Q. Well, I guess you weren ' t  l i s t e n i n g  i n  on the  o t h e r  
n e t  anyway were you? 

A. No, sir. 

Q. Why was this, were you j u s t  l i s t e n i n g  i n  on Char l i e?  
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A. Yes, s i r ,  because Bravo and Alpha, they were way 
ou t  of our  range s o  we c o u l d n ' t  be any h e l p  t o  them. 

Q .  You d i d n ' t  have any people wi th  Bravo Company a s  
I remember. 

A. Nor sir .  

& Sergeant  WATSON, can you remember any o t h e r  con-
v e r s a t i o n  l i k e  t h i s  which took p lace  e a r l i e r  dur ing  t h e  morn-
i n g ?  

A. No. 

I guess you d i d  l i s t e n  i n  a l l  morning I take  i t ?  

A. Not a l l  morning because I wasn ' t  t h e r e  i n  t h e  
FDC bunker a l l  morning. 

&- .. W e l l ,  you were t h e r e  what,  h a l f  t h e  t ime? 

A. I ' d  say I was t h e r e  about h a l f  t h e  t ime. 

Q .  Can you remember any of t h e  o t h e r  t ransmiss ions?  
Now, j u s t  t o  s e t  t h e  scene a l i t t l e  b i t ,  maybe r e f r e s h  your 
r e c o l l e c t i o n ,  the  f i r s t  two p la toons  were put on t h e  ground 
e a r l y .  The 1st Pla toon took t h e  r i g h t ,  t h e  2 d  Platoon t h e  
l e f t ,  and they swept through t h e  v i l l a g e  from west t o  e a s t .  
I t  probably s t a r t e d  through My Lai ( 4 )  around 0800 ,  and they 
went through f a s t .  The 1st Platoon p a r t i c u l a r l y ,  probably g o t  
through t h e  o t h e r  end by 0900 .  There was no r e s i s t a n c e  a t  a l l .  

A. I heard  t h e  p la toon l eader  say they were g e t t i n g  
f i r e .  I heard ,  I doil' t know who it was, b u t  I know I heard 
them come over  t h e  r a d i o  and say they was t ak ing  smal l  arms 
f i r e .  

Q. Did you know Colonel BARKER'S vo ice?  

A. Y e s .  

Q Did you know h i s  c a l l  s i g n ?  

A. I d o n ' t  know what word he went by b u t  I know i t  
was 6 .  I f o r g o t  t h e  word. 

Q Did you know Lieutenant  CALLEY's voice? 
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A. I can p r e t t y  w e l l  d i s t i n g u i s h  h i s  v o i c e .  

Q- How about  L i e u t e n a n t  BROOKS? 

A. I w a s n ' t  t o o  f a m i l i a r  w i th  L i e u t e c a n t  BROOKS. 

42- L i e u t e n a n t  LACROSS? 

A. I know him. 

Q. Did you h e a r  him du r ing  t h e  morning? 

A. Not t h a t  I can r e c o l l e c t  o t h e r  t han  probably c a l l -
i n g ,  want ing t o  t a l k  t o  t h e  CO about  something. 

Q. How abou t  L i e u t e n a n t  CALLEY? Did you h e a r  any 
t r ansmis s ions  by L ieu tenan t  CALLEY d u r i n g  t h e  morning? This  
would probably b e  CALLEY t o  MEDINA. 

A . No more than  when Capta in  MEDINA c a l l e d  him, when 
he  c a l l e d  a l l  t h e  p l a toon  l e a d e r s  and asked i f  t hey  knew any- 
t h i n g  about  it. H e  t o l d  Capta in  MEDINA, I b e l i e v e  he  s a i d  
t h a t  he  w a s  p o s i t i v e  it w a s n ' t  h i s  people .  P lus  t h a t  he  s a i d  
he was t a k i n g  i n  sma l l  arms f i r e ,  o c c a s i o n a l  sma l l  arms f i r e ,  

8 Do you remember Capta in  P E D I N A ' s  words,  j u s t  thea 

ques t ion  t h a t  h e  asked? 

A- H e  came on and t o l d  them, he  asked them about if 
they knew any th ing  about  c i v i l i a n s .  Captain  MEDINA expla ined  
t o  them why h e  w a s  a sk ing  about  it. That  he had j u s t  had a c a l l ,  
he  d i d n ' t  use  Colonel  BARXER's  name, b u t  he  used h i s  c a l l  s i g n .  
H e  j u s t  had a c a l l  from h i g h e r  s a y i n g  t h e r e  were some c i v i l -
i a n s  be ing  k i l l e d .  

Q *  Remembering Colonel  BARKER'S t r a n s m i s s i o n ,  d i d  h e  
g i v e  any i n d i c a t i o n  who h i g h e r  was? 

A. No. 

Q - H e  d i d n ' t  mention a c a l l  s i g n ?  

A. No, h e  j u s t  s a i d  h ighe r .  

LTC PATTERSON: When you were o p e r a t i o n 9  w i t h  t h i s  r a d i o  s e t u p  
a t  LZ Up t igh t ,  was t h i s  a  normal method of o p e r a t i o n ?  With FDC 
a c t i n g  a s  a r e l a y  i n  some cases?  
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A. I t  a l l  depends on what t e r r a i n  t h e  u n i t  was work-
i n ,  because they might be down i n  g u l l i e s  o r  something and 
might n o t  be a b l e  t o  t r a n s m i t  between Dot t i e  o r  LZ Bronco. 

Q . Were you asked a t  t imes t o  r e l a y  a message and 
t a l k  t o  Dot t i e  a t  t h e  TOC? 

A. Not t h a t  I can remember r i g h t  offhand,  b u t  I'm 
p r e t t y  s u r e  t h a t  e i t h e r  ROBERTS o r  S p e c i a l i s t  K I N C H ,  one of 
them, took the  resupply o r d e r  from them, I b e l i e v e .  

Q I s e e .  

A. No, no, they d i d n ' t .  Colonel BARKER'S people were 
handl ing the  resupply.  

Q a 
Colonel BARKER was personal ly?  

A. Not him per sona l ly  b u t  h i s  S4 was handl ing it. 
S 4  is  r a t i o n s  and a l l  t h a t ,  and 5 4  i s  c lo thes  and change of 
c l o t h e s  f o r  the  u n i t .  W e  were supplying t h a t ,  our  S4. 

Q. W e l l ,  how d i d  t h e  companies g e t  word from where 
they were opera t ing  back t o  t h e  TOC a t  Dot t i e ,  w i t h  t h i s  informa-
t i o n ?  Would they  go through you? 

A. N o ,  not through m e  t o  g e t  back t o  Dot t i e .  I ' m  
almost p o s i t i v e .  I 'm n o t  almost p o s i t i v e ,  b u t  I would say  
they would lase some of t h e  Task Force, S1 o r  5 2  o r  somebody i n  
t h a t  n a t u r e ,  t o  g e t  back t h e r e  f o r  t h a t ,  informat ion  on op-
e r a t  ions .  

a .  ' I 'm t a l k i n g  about the.c a p a b i l i t y  by r a d i o .  

A. They could use us because w e  had -- I f o r g o t  
what they c a l l  t h a t  antenna,  9 8 .  

MR WEST: 98 antenna? 

A. Right.  

LTC PATTERSON: 295 o r  98? 

A. 295. 

Q 295 antenna? 

A. Right.  
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8 - 295 comes i n  s e c t i o n s ,  s t ands  up r e a l  t a l l .  

Right.  

Q Okay, what type of r a d i o  gea r  d i d  you have t h e r e ?  
Did you have a PRC-25? 

T h a t ' s  r i g h t ,  sir. 

Q e  One of them, o r  d i d  you have two of them operat-
ing? 

A. S i r ,  a s  I s a i d  e a r l i e r ,  I 'm n o t  s u r e  how many we 
had b u t  I know we had them. 

Q o Okay, when you wanted t o  t a l k  t o  D o t t i e ,  d i d  you
have t o  switch , f requencies ,  do you remember? 

A. No, our  supply s e c t i o n  was on the  company f r e q ,  too .  

Q Back a t  Dot t i e?  

A. Occasionally they would come on f r e q  a t  a c e r t a i n  
time so they  could t ake  t h e  resupply l i s t .  

&. You d o n ' t  r e c a l l ,  t hen ,  switching f requencies  on 
the morning of 1 6  March from t h e  Char l i e  Company n e t  t o  the 
Task Force Barker command FM? 

A. No, I d o n ' t  r e c a l l .  

Q. M r .  \JEST asked i f  you heard any c a l l  s i g n s  used 
o the r  than Captain M E D I N A ' s ,  which I presume was what,  Char l i e  
6 ?  

A. Right.  

Q Did you hea r  any o t h e r  c a l l  s i g n s  come up on the 
company n e t  t h a t  morning t h a t  sounded s t r a n g e ,  o r  might have 
s tuck  wi th  you? 

A. No, n o t  d e f i n i t e l y  stuclc wi th  me. 

Q. D o  you r e c a l l  some s t r a n g e  c a l l  s i g n s ,  I mean 
s t r ange  i n  that you d o n ' t  h e a r  them, wasn ' t  used t o  hear ing  
them over and over again? 

A*  No. 
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& How about Warlord? 

A. I remember him. 

Q. Do you remember him? 

A. I f  I ' m  n o t  mistalten I b e l i e v e  t h e  Warlord was 
t h e  gunships. 

Q What does he--

A. ( In te rpos ing)  There ' s  two of them, Warlord and 
Fang Bang Double Drake. ' 

Q Sane Drank Del ta  Mike, t h a t ' s  t h e  s w i f t  b o a t .  

A .  Right. 

Q What about Warlord, what d i d  they have t o  say?  

A.  -. The Warlords they  was t h e  gunships t h a t  t o l d  one 
of t h e  p la toons  where t h a t  "dink" was with t h a t  BAR. 

Q Told the  p la toon,  o r  t o l d  Captain MEDINA? 

A .  He t o l d  Captain MEDINA. 

Q = Where t h e  VC was, r i g h t ?  

A. Yes. H e  d i r e c t e d  the  p la toon,  a t  l e a s t  t h a t  squad, 
t o  go around t h e r e  and pick up t h e i r  weapons, where it was. 
Also,  he was popping smoke a t  any a rea  where t h e  company was 
g e t t i n g  s n i p e r  f i r e .  

Q. Was t h e r e  anything about c i v i l i a n s  o r  k i l l i n g ,  any
o t h e r  k i l l i n g  r e p o r t s ?  Did t h e  Warlords say anything about t h i s  
t o  Captain MF,DINA? 

A. I d i d n ' t  h e a r  it. 

Q Did you h e a r  t h i s  Sane Drank Mike c a l l i n g ?  

A. Well t h a t  wasn ' t  during t h i s  time b u t  it was l a t e r  
on i n  the  n i g h t  because they were f i r i n g .  

Q Did you know who they were? 

A. We used them a l o t  of t imes.  They hung around 
i n  t h a t  a rea  a l l  t h e  t ime.  
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Q They w e r e  t h e  s w i f t  b o a t s ?  

A. Y e s .  

Q 0 Navy? 

A. I d o n ' t  know what branch of s e r v i c e .  

Q 0 How about o t h e r  c a l l  s i g n s ?  

A. Occas iona l ly  you would h e a r  t h e  two o t h e r  l i n e  
company C O ' s  t a l k  t o  Captain  MEDINA j u s t  t o  g e t  h i s  l o c a t i o n  
and how t h e  s i t u a t i o n  i s .  

& Bravo 6 ?  

A. Yes. 

9 Okay. Did you h e a r  anyth ing  about  Dolphin? 

A. Dolphin,  i f  I ' m  n o t  mis taken ,  t h a t ' s  t h e  gunships  
t h a t  come from LZ D o t t i e .  I d o n ' t  know f o r  s u r e ,  b u t  I t h i n k  
t h a t ' s  them. Then Dolphin could be t h i s  t r a c k  e lement ,  I 
don 't know f o r  s u r e .  

& W e  have reason  t o  b e l i e v e ,  Sc rgzan t  WATSCN, & h a t  
t h i s  Dolphin call s i g n  was t h e  c a l l  s i g n  o f  the l i f t  s h i p s  
t h a t  l i f t e d  t h e  companies on t o  t h e  ground. They had w i t h  
them some gunships  th.at  suppor ted  them. They were c a l l e d  
Sharks.  Now j u s t  t h i n k  about  i t  f o r  a minute .  The Warlords 
t h a t  I t h i n k  you hea rd  mentioned e a r l i e r ,  were t h e  gunships  o f  
the aero-scout  company t h a t  was s u p p o r t i n g  C Company and B 
Company and Task Force Barker .  There w e r e  a l o t  of  t h e s e  
s t r a n g e  c a l l  s i g n s  d r i f t i n g  i n  and o u t .  

A. Y e s ,  q u i t e  a few of them. 

Q. Okay, now you t o l d  m e  about  t h e  Warlords ,  now do 
you remember any s p e c i f i c  t r a n s m i s s i o n s  t h a t  s t i c k  i n  your  
mind about  t h e  Dolphins o r  t h e  Sharks?  

A. -TheSharks, they  w e r e  k i n d  o f  doing the same as 
the Warlords,  popping smoke --

Q . ( ~ n t e r p o s i n g )  Popping smoke? 

A. Marking l o c a t i o n s .  
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Q Do you r e c a l l  whether o r  n o t  they  k i l l e d  anybody? 

A. No, n o t  o t h e r  t han  t h a t  one "dink" where somebody 
i n  t h i s  p l a toon  s a i d  t h a t  t h e  gunships  had k i l l e d  somebody. 

Q *  How about t h e  Dolphins,  d i d  you h e a r  any Dolphin
c a l l  s i g n s ?  

A. When you f i r s t  s t a r t e d  an o p e r a t i o n  I on ly  hea rd  
t h e  Dolphins s ay ing  where t hey  were going t o  d r o p  t h e i r  l i f t ,  
t h a t  was it, ETA t ime and a l l  t h i s .  

Q. I ' v e  g o t  something h e r e  t h a t ' s  r e a l l y  k i n d  o f  
impor t an t  t o  u s .  I ' d  r e a l l y  l i k e  f o r  you t o  p u t  your  t h ink -
i n g  h a t  on h e r e  because i t ' s  an unusual  i n c i d e n t  t h a t  d o e s n ' t  
occu r  as  a norm. S ince  you f e l l ows  t h e r e  a t  U p t i g h t  were 
moni tor ing  t h i s  r e supp ly ,  you perhaps  hea rd  some t ransmis -
s i o n s  w i t h  r ega rd  t o  resupply ing  o r  p lanning  f o r  t h e  re-
supp ly  by h e l i c o p t e r  of C Company and B Company. Probably 
l a t e r  on i n  the day. Do you r e c a l l  t h e  c a l l  s i g n  of the 
s h i p s  t h a t  w e r e  doing t h i s ?  

A. No, I d o n ' t  r e c a l l .  

Q. There were a couple  of  medevacs, d u s t o f f s  t h a t  
morning. One of  them, you might have known him, a  f e l l o w  
by t h e  name of  CARTER. 

A. Y e s ,  I knew him. 

Q. Did you know CARTER? 

A. Y e s .  

Q. Do you r e c a l l  h e a r i n g  anyth ing  about  t h a t  d u s t o f f  
o r  t h e  r e q u e s t  f o r  i t ?  

A. I remember them c a l l i n g  and say ing  t h a t  t hey  needed 
a medevac, b u t  t h e y ' d  never  s a i d  who he  was. They would use 
i t  a s  l i n e  number. We have a company r o s t e r  w i t h  l i n e  numbers. 
They'd c a l l  back and s a y  l i n e  number such  and such.  

Q Do you remember checking and s e e i n g  i t  was CARTER? 

A. We d i d n ' t  have one up t h e r e  w i th  u s .  

Q - This  happened, w e  t h i n k ,  somewhere around 1030. 
Do  you r e c a l l  h e a r i n g  Captain  MEDINA ask f o r  a d u s t o f f ?  
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A. That  I c a n ' t  s ay .  

Q e  Think r e a l  c a r e f u l  now. What u s u a l l y  happens
when one of t h e s e  dus-tor£ s h i p s  comes i n  t o  p i c k  up a man? 
DO you r e c a l l  what u s u a l l y  happens? 

A. Usual ly  they  w i l l  come up on o u r  n e t  and occa-
s i o n a l l y  t hey  w i l l  come upon t h a t  n e t  h e ' s  u s i n g .  

Q About 1030 though,  when CARTER--he w a s  about  t h e  
f i r s t  c a s u a l t y  o u t  of C Company, t h e  n e t  you were l i s t e n i n g  on--

( I n t e r p o s i n g )  I don' t know what c a s u a l t y  he was. 

Q e  B u t  I mean he was t h e  f i r s t  man t h a t  morning, w a s n ' t  
h e ,  t o  g e t  h u r t ?  

A. I c a n ' t  say  he was t h e  f i r s t  man because I d i d n ' t  
know who h e  was, A l l  I knew was t h e  l i n e  number. 

Q a Okay, do you r e c a l l  h e a r i n g  t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  c a l l i n g
f o r  l a n d i n g  i n s t r u c t i o n s  t o  p i ck  up a d u s t o f f ?  

A. No, I d o n ' t .  Normal p rocedure  would be j u s t  f o r  
h i m  t o  s a y ,  "Pop smoke f o r  t h e  l o c a t i o n . "  H e ' l l  ask you i f  
you have t h e  LZ s e c u r e  and a l l .  

Q .  Right .  Wel l ,  t h e  t h i n g  t h a t  I ' m  t r y i n g  t o  g e t  i s  
t h i s .  The b e s t  of o u r  i n fo rma t ion  i s  t h a t  CARTER was, i n  f a c t ,  
t h e  f i r s t  c a s u a l t y  of C Company t h a t  morning. hat's a s t a t e -
ment o f  f a c t .  P r i o r  t o  t h i s  t ime you shou ld  have hea rd  o r  
probably h e a r d ,  body counts  be ing  made. About 1030 t h e  c a l l  
should have come i n  over '  your  r a d i o ,  "This is  s o  and s o ,  mark 
f o r  t h e  d u s t o f f .  " You would have hea rd  a l i t t l e  b i t  e a r l i e r  
t h a t  somebody was, i n  f a c t ,  h u r t .  iYou might  n o t  have known 
i t  w a s  CARTER a t  t h e  t ime ,  I ' l l  g r a n t  you t h a t .  But what I ' m  
t r y i n g  t o  do i s  see i f  you can r e c a l l  any o f  t h e  conve r sa t ion  
from t h a t  h e l i c o p t e r  going i n - t o  p i c k  up t h i s  wounded. 

A. N O ,  I c a n ' t .  

Q a You c a n ' t ?  

A.  No, s i r .  

Q. You s a i d  t hey  were t a k i n g  f i r e ?  
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A. ' Y e s ,  s i r .  T h a t ' s  what they  s a i d  t h e y  were. T h e  
gunsh ips  were popping smoke and marking l o c a t i o n s  o f  where 
they  thought  t hey  were t a k i n g  f i r e  from. 

Q Did you h e a r  any o f  t h e  C h a r l i e  Company people  
r e p o r t  t a k i n g  f i r e ,  o r  was i t  j u s t  t h e  gunsh ips?  

A. No, I hea rd  some o f  t h e  people  i n  t h e  company s a y  
t h e y  was t a k i n g  f i r e ,  l i k e  on t h i s ,  a t  t h a t  t ime t h e y  had --
I f o r g o t  the name of  t h e  l i t t l e  r a d i o  they  p u t  on t h e i r  s t e e l  
p o t s  and your  squad l e a d e r s  come around. Occas iona l ly  you 
might  be  a b l e  t o  p i c k  up j u s t  a l i t t l e  b i t  of  what t h e y ' r e  
s a y i n g  on t h a t .  

Q What is  i t ?  

A. I t ' s  a . .  .. 
Q PRC 9 ?  

A. .- Yes. 

Q. You a l s o  t o l d  M r .  WEST t h a t  you b e l i e v e  this o t h e r  
r e p o r t  t h a t  you h e a r d ,  t h a t  Colonel  BARKER s a i d  t h a t  based  on 
r e p o r t  from somebody h i g h e r ,  t o  s t o p  a l l  t h e  shoo t ing .  I know 
you r e c a l l  i t ,  b u t  I ' m  c u r i o u s  a s  t o  why you deducted t h a t  it 
was a f t e rnoon .  Why do you t h i n k  i t  was t h a t ?  

A. I ' d  say  it was a f t e rnoon  because the b e s t  memory of 
t h e  s c e n e ,  it w a s  j u s t  k i n d  o f  l a t e  i n  t h e  evening .  

Q .  It w a s n ' t  e a r l y  i n  t h e  morning? 

A. No. 

Q I t  was some t ime a f t e r  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  had q u i e t e d
down? Had t h e  t r ansmis s ions  k i n d  of t a p e r e d  o f f  on t h e  r a d i o s  
or--

A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  They weren ' t t r a n s m i t t i n g  a s  much a s  
t h e y  were when they  f i r s t  went i n t o  t h e  v i l l a g e .  

Q Did you h e a r  anything.  from C h a r l i e  Company about  
hav ing  any people  d e t a i n e d  o r  c a p t u r i n g  any VC s u s p e c t s  o r  
g a t h e r i n g  up any f o l k s ?  

A. No, I d i d n '  t h e a r  anything about  t h a t .  
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MR WEST: Did you hear any r e p o r t s  of body counts?  

A. N o ,  norma.11.~.t11.e~.czro.taldn't g i v e  a body count  over  

the  company f r e q .  I f  they  c o u l d n ' t  r each  whoever was t h e  pro- 

p e r  channels  t h a t  t hey  w0ui.d t a k e  i t  up t o  them. I f  t hey  

c o u l d n ' t  r each  then they  would probably t r y  and use u s .  


Q. They probably were just made d i r e c t ,  I guess ,  on 

t h e  b a t t a l i o n  n e t ?  


A. The t a s k  force n e t ,  

(1- When you hea rd  Colonel  BARKER c a l l  Capta in  MEDINA,
could you t e l l  whether  he was i n  h i s  h e l i c o p t e r ,  wllether he  
was a i r b o r n e  a t  t h e  t - r i m e ?  

A. W e l l ,  I 'rrl almost positive h e  was because you hear 
t lze r o t o r  s p l a s h i n g  i n  the background. 

Q. Later on: d i d  you hear anyth ing  &out  an i n v e s t i -
g a t i o n  be ing  conducted i n - t o  what lzappened a t  My L a i  (4) that 
morning? 

A. I d o n ' t  know any th in9  ahout no i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  h u t  
I h e a r d  some of the j oke r s  joking around s a y i n g  the.y w e r e  go ing  
t o  send  somebody t o  f a i l  for w h a t  Isappeiied i i ~Ky L a i  and ail 
t h i s .  I donit know what was  becoming of t h a - t .  

Q - D i d - t hey  t e l l  you any more abr,u.t what happened? 

A* No. 


Q. D i d  anybody e v e r  come around and talk t o  you-. and 
say  t h a t  he was invest i .c ja t ing wh.at happexled t h e r e  t h a t  morni.ng? 

A. N o ,  s i r ,  I d i d n ' t .  N o t  ne  p e r s o n a l l y .  

Q. D o  y c u  knaw whether  an:~body else i n  t h e  company was 
asked by an i.9-ves-ti.gatiny;officer as t o  w h a t  ha-ppened t h a t  morn-
ing-? 


A. N o .  I would say  no because, 1 msan, t h e  f e l l o w s ,  
they're always j o k i n g  &cut, " 7 ' h i s  joker h e r e  i s  a C I D . "  3nd 
"This joker  is t h i s ,  and h e ' s  i n v e s t i g a t i n g  "this ." You just 
can't b e l i e v e  e v e r y t h i n q  you hear. 

Q e  
 W e l l ,  t h i s  would have Seen somebody from Task Force  
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Barker  o r  b r i g a d e  o r  d i v i s i o n  'v~I-iowas making an i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  
i f  t h e r e  had been anybody a t  a l l .  

A. L e t  me s a y ,  t h e  m a j o r i t y  of t h e  t i m e  t h e  mor ta r  
p l a t o o n  w a s n ' t  w i t h  t h e  company because t h e  company, t h e  
m a j o r i t y  of t h e  t ime  would go o u t .  So when they  w e r e  sorne-
where e l s e ,  maybe someone was i n v e s t i g a t i n g  t h e n ,  b u t  I c a n ' t  
s ay .  

Q But t h e y  d i d n ' t  come around t o  Up t igh t  where  you
were? 

A. No. 

Q .  Did anybody e v e r  t a l k  t o  you about  t h i s ,  t e l l  you 
o r  sugges t  t h a t  you kzep q u i e t  about  it, n o t  t a l k  about  it? 

A .  No, I mean, what more, t h e r e ' s  no use  i n  t e l l i n g  m e  
no th ing  about  keep ing  q u i e t ,  because  I c a n ' t  t e l l  no m o r e  t h a n  
j u s t  what happened, t h a t  i.s what I heard  happened. 

LTC PATTERSON : I'm c u r i o u s  about  something else,  Se rgean t  
WATSON. You s e e m  t o  r e c a l l  q u i t e  w e l l  t h i s  b u s i n e s s  about  
t h e  "Stop t h e  k i l l i n g . "  

A .  I t  w a s n ' t  "Stop t h e  k i l l i n g , "  it w a s  "Do you know 
anyth ing  about  any  ...." 
Q .  I 'm c u r i o u s  a s  t o  what your  t hough t s  were when you 
hea rd  t h i s ,  ~ v h a tmakes you r e c a l l  i t ?  

A. What made m e  r e c a l l  it was, 'you know, I could h e a r  
sma l l  arms f i r e .  I was j u s t  c u r i o u s  about  t h e  whole o p e r a t i o n  
because everybody sounded l i k e  t h e y  was going t o  rush when t h e y  
were sending  t h e  t r a n s m i s s i o n  over  t h e  r a d i o  and eve ry th ing .  

Q .  They w e r e  going t o  r u s h ,  o r  it sounded l i k e  - i t ?  

A. R igh t .  

Q Did you have any though t s  about  what was going on 
down t h e r e ?  

A. No, n o t  p e r s o n a l l y ,  I d i d n ' t  have any thoughts  abou t  
it. 

Q But when t h e  t r ansmis s ion  came over  abou t ,  " A r e  you 
doing any unnecessary k i l l i n g ? "  This  rang  something i n  your  
mind? 
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A. I n  a  way i t  rung something i n  my mind. But you 
know i t ' s  j u s t  an everyday t h i n g ,  somebody s a i d  they  were 
going t o  do t h i s  and do t h a t .  The  f i r s t  time they  went ou t  
t h e r e ,  they d i d n ' t  go a l l  t h e  way i n t o  t h e  v i l l a y e  because 
they got  h i t  i n  t h e  r i c e  paddies a l i t t l e  way from the  v i l -  
lage.  Some of t h e  jokers would come o u t ,  they  were going 
t o  gel;  this joker.  I m e a l 1  they were g-oil19 to  get l l e s e  
people f o r  t h e  time they mortared them i n  t h e  r i c e  paddies.  

Q So d i d  you have the  i d e a  when you heard t h i s  
t ransmission t h a t  i n  f a c t  c i v i l i a n s  were being k i l l e d  down 
t h e r e ?  

A. No, I c o u l d n ' t  r e a l l y  say.  

Q After  t h i s  opera t ion  d i d  you s t a y  wi th  t h e  cora-o 

pany f o r  some t ime? 

A. Are you re la t ing-  t o  how long they  s t ayed  i n  t h e  
f i e l d ?  

Q .  No, how long were you i n  C/1/20? 

A. u n t i l  November 196 8.  

Q a  Okay, what was your job w i t h  C Company a f t e r  
March? 

A. Af te r  March I was, t h e  br igade  s t a r t e d ,  the  t a s k  
fo rce  broke up so  a f t e r  t h a t  w e  went back t o  our  r e g u l a r  ba t -  
t a l i o n .  S h o r t l y  a f t e r  t h a t  they s t a r t e d  t h i s  t h i n g  where a l l  
the  mortar p la toons  would go out  with t h e  l i n e  companies. 
So then  I went t o  a squad. They had t h i s  o t h e r  s e r g e a n t ,  he 
was an F O  and then I was t h e  squad l e a d e r  i n  h i s  p lace .  And 
a f t e r  t h a t  we went a l i t t l e  f u r t h e r  up n o r t h ,  and t h e  p la toon 
se rgean t  picked me t o  go up on t o  s e e  what my squad needed f o r  
support  f o r  this recon and ARVN u n i t  t h a t  was up t h e r e .  S h o r t l y  
a f t e r  t h a t  I got pu l l ed  off of i t ,  And then I was switched t o  
an F O  again.  

8 .  Were you with C Company? 

A .  Right.  

Most of the  time u n t i l  November 1968? 

A ,  Right,  
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Q You d i d n ' t  hea r  a l o t  of t a l k  about t h e  My Lai 
t h i n g  i n  C Company? 

'A. No, you heard  a l o t  o f  t a l k  about it. You hear  
one fel low say one t h i n g ,  and one say t h e  o t h e r  th ing .  Then 
you hea r  one joker  say one joker  g o t  s i c k ,  and you hea r  one 
joker  say t h i s  joker t o l d  t h i s  l i e u t e n a n t  t h i s .  I heard 
q u i t e  a few of t h e  jokers ,  I mean t h e  fel lows s a y ,  I b e l i e v e  
it was p r i v a t e  o r  a SP4 , MEADLO, he t o l d ,  I c a n ' t  p l ace  
which one of t h e  l i e u t e n a n t ' s  he t o l d ,  b u t  from hearsay  sorne-
one t o l d  me he heard MEADLO t e l l  one of t h e  l i e u t e n a n t ' s  t h a t  
t h e  Lord was going t o  punish them. This was s h o r t l y  a f t e r  they 
l e f t  o u t  of t h e  v i l l a g e .  That t h e  Lord was going t o  punish 
them f o r  what they d i d  i n  t h e  v i l l a g e .  That was it. Shor t ly  
a f t e r  t h a t ,  t h a t ' s  when MEADLO had t h a t  acc ident .  

Q I ' d  l i k e  t o  show you photograph P-13 and ask you 
i f  you can i d e n t i f y  any of t h e  people i n  t h a t  photograph? 

Yes. 

Q Would you i n d i c a t e  whom and t h e  pos t ion  on the 
photograph? 3 

N 
A. This is SFC MARONEY. 

Q . The second from the  r i g h t ?  

A. Right ,  second from t h e  r i g h t ,  t h a t ' s  our  p la toon 
s e r g e a n t ,  mor tar  p la toon.  And t h i s  i s  Sergeant  PHU, our 
South Vietnamese i n t e r p r e t e r .  I c a n ' t  q u i t e  make ou t  who 
t h i s  i s .  I know who t h i s  joker  h e r e  is,  b u t  I c a n ' t  r e c a l l  
h i s  name. 

Q Do you s e e  K I N C H  i n  t h e r e  anywhere? 

A. I t h i n k  from t h e  way t h i s  photo looks l i k e  now, 
t h i s  looks l i k e  -- no,  t h a t ' s  n o t  him though. I f  I ' m  n o t  
mistaken, t h a t  fe l low I t h i n k  i t  i s  HOLLAND. I th ink  he 
w a s  s t i l l  i n  the  h o s p i t a l .  

Q Who i s  HOLLAND, do you th ink?  

A. The one i n  the  background wi th  t h e  --

Q.  ( In te rpos ing)  HOLLAND? We've had o t h e r  people
th ink  t h a t  was Sergeant  FAGAN. 
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A. I t  could be FAGAN then.  Because FAGAN, he was t h e  
FDC man and I wouldn't  know what HOLLAND would be doing t h e r e .  

Q. You d o n ' t  s e e  K I N C H  i n  t h e r e  anywhere? 

A. Not as f a r  a s  I can s e e .  

MR \&EST: D o  you recognize t h e  man who's  j u s t  beyonZ Sercjeailt 
PHU, has h i s  hands locked behind h i s  neck? 

A.  It resembled K I N C H  but  I ' m  almost p o s i t i v e  t h a t  i t  
a i n ' t  him because t h e r e ' s  another  fe l low i n  t h e  company t h a t  
resembles K I N C H  a l o t  t o  me, a t  l e a s t .  I know t h i s  i s  K I N C H 1 s  
f a v o r i t e  p o s i t i o n  r i g h t  t h e r e  anyway. 

Q 4 Well, we '11 s e e  him i n  about an hour ,  maybe w e ' l l  
know. Sergeant  WATSON, can you th ink  of anything e l s e  t h a t  
might h e l p  us t h a t  we h a v e n ' t  touched on i n  the  ques t ioning?  
Any s ta tement  you'd l i k e  t o  make? 

A. No, no more than I t h i n k  whoever i t  i s  -- I mean 
I ' m  p o s i t i v e  t h e  Army has charge of i t ,  b u t  I t h i n k  t h e  Army 
i s  wrong i n  charging Lieutenant CALLEY wi th  a l l  of  t h i s  s t u f f .  
He was j u s t  a platoon l eader .  Plus I knew him p r e t t y  good. 
To me he was one of the  b e t t e r  o f f i c e r s  t h a t  w e  had i n  t h e  
company. 

& Well I ' m  g l ad  you s a i d  t h i s .  Why do you th ink  
it ' s wrong t o  charge Lieutenant  CALLEY? 

A. Now, okay, from my understanding,  I never heard 
o r  I never saw t h i s  chopper go and t h i s  p lane  o r  whatever 
i t  was go over  t h e r e ,  bu t  it was supposed t o  have been t h a t  
a chopper o r  a plane f lew over t h e  v i l l a g e  and t o l d  a l l  t h e  
v i l l a g e r s  t h a t  were innocent ,  t h a t  weren' t VC o r  VC symp-
a t h i z e r s  t o  c l e a r  out  of t h e  v i l l a g e ,  and t h a t  anything t h a t  
would be found i n  t h e r e  the  next  morning would be considered 
VC o r  something l i k e  t h a t .  Tha t ' s  a l l ,  

Q So it was your understanding,  then ,  that--

A .  ( In te rpos ing)  This i s  about t h i s  announcement 
on t h e  loudspeaker ,  t h a t ' s  j u s t  hea r say ,  I ' m  j u s t  hear ing  t h i s ,  
I don' t know. 

Q Were the  men of t h e  company t o l d  t h i s ,  i s  t h a t  
your understanding, t h a t  t h e  v i l l a g e r s  would have been warned 
t o  g e t  o u t ,  t o  l eave ,  because t h e  Americans were coming, some-
t h i n g  on t h a t  o rde r?  
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A. would you r e p e a t  t h a t  over again? 

Q. Was i t  your understanding t h a t  t h e  men of 
Char l i e  Company were t o l d  t h a t  a loudspeaker plane had gone 
over My Lai ( 4 )  and warned t h e  v i l l a g e r s  t o  l e a v e ,  t h a t  the  
Americans were coming i n ,  something t o  t h a t  e f f e c t ?  

A. I c o u l d n ' t  say t h a t  a l l  of them was t o l d  t h a t  
t h e  people i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  had been warned about i t  because 
I was j u s t  hea r ing  t h i s .  I j u s t  picked it up hea r ing  some 
o t h e r  c a t  say it. 

Q. But the  idea 'was  t h a t  anybody left t h e r e  would 
be t h e  enemy? 

A. From what I heard from t h i s  joker .  

Q I be l i eve  you had a b r i e f i n g  the  n i g h t  be fo re  
from the platoon s e r g e a n t ,  Sergeant  MARONEY? 

A. Right.  On my s ta tement  t o  t h e  C I D  I s t a t e d  i t  
was t h a t  n igh t .  I ' m  n o t  s u r e ,  it was e i t h e r  t h a t  n i g h t  o r  
e a r l y  the  next  morning. , 

Q • Now, could it have been t h a t  Sergeant  MARONEY 
mentioned t h i s  during the b r i e f i n g ,  about t h e  people i n  the 
v i l l a g e  having been warned? 

A. No, I d o n ' t  r e c o l l e c t  hear ing  him say  t h a t .  

Q. You got  t h i s  from somebody e l s e ?  

A. Yes. 

Q. Any o t h e r  reason why you th ink  Lieutenant  CALLEY 
shouldn ' t be charged? 

A.  I guess i t ' s  j u s t  a  personal  -- I mean a  personal
f e e l i n g ,  s i n c e  t h e  man i s  a f r i e n d  of mine. 

Q. ,Did any men of the company te l l .  you what their 
o rde r s  were, what o rde r s  they were given be fo re  they went in -
t o  My Lai ( 4 ) ?  

A. Sergeant  MARONEY j u s t  t o l d  us what t h e  -- what 
f l i g h t  everybody would be on ,and j u s t  what they was expect ing  
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from t h e  v i l l a g e  when they h i t  t h e  LZ and a l l  this, t h a t ' s  
a l l .  

Q W e l l ,  what I ' m  g e t t i n g  a t  i s ,  we've had many 
witnesses  who came i n  here  and s a i d  t h e i r  understanding of 
the  orders  was -- many of them s a i d  they were t o l d  t h a t  
everybody i n  t h e  v i l l a g e ,  a l l  t h e  Vietnamese, would be VC 
o r  VC sympathizers.  . 

A. Right. 

Q Others s a i d  they were t o l d  t o  k i l l  everybody i n  
the v i l l a g e .  You g e t  d i f f e r e n t  s t o r i e s ,  b u t  t h e y ' r e  a l l  --
many of them a r e  --
A. ( In terpos ing)  H i t t i n g  on t h e  same p o i n t .  

Q They're a l l  t o  t h e  same e f f e c t ,  t h a t  t h e r e  would 
only be enemy t h e r e .  Did you h e a r  any of  t h i s ?  

A. I d i d n ' t  h e a r  any of t h i s  about k i l l i n g  everybody 
i n  t h e  v i l l a g e .  I d i d n ' t  g e t  nothing l i k e  t h a t .  But i t ' s  
been known. A t  l e a s t  I knew i t  p r e t t y  w e l l  because I had 
some buddies t h a t  were i n  t h e r e  e a r l i e r  be fo re  I was. They 
j u s t . k e p t  mentioning P i n k v i l l e  t o  me a l l  t h e  t ime ,  w r i t i n g  
c ~ r r t 3 s p ~ ~ d e I i C et o  nz, s z i d  ts wztch o u t  f o r  P i n k v i l l e  zmd 
something l i k e  t h a t .  Plus  o t h e r  u n i t s  had t r i e d  t o  go i n t o  
t h e r e  be fo re .  I be l i eve  Captain MEDINA t a l k e d  t o  u s  once 
and t o l d  us t h a t  P i n k v i l l e  had never been e n t e r e d  i n  2 5  
years  by no American u n i t  o r  something l i k e  t h a t ,  s o  they 
were expect ing  t roub le .  

Q e  Well, a f t e r  t h e  t h i n g  was over  and you t a l k e d  
t o  some of your f r i e n d s  i n  t h e  company, d i d  any of  them 
t e l l  you t h a t  they  d i d n ' t  meet any VC a t  a l l ,  what VC was 
i n  t h e r e  had l e f t  e a r l i e r ,  before  t h e  opera t ion  s t a r t e d ?  

A. N o ,  none of them t o l d  me nothing l i k e  t h i s .  But 
when they f i r s t  came back i n  I f e e l  t h e  ma jo r i ty  of them 
were p r e t t y  q u i e t .  

Q. Were you p r e s e n t  a t  a company formation when 
Captain MEDINA t a lked  about My Lai ( 4 )  and what had happened 
t h a t  morning and t o l d  people t o  keep q u i e t  about i t ?  

No, I wasn ' t  p r e s e n t ,  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l .  
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Q Do you r e c a l l  h e a r i n g  t h a t  word passed down2 

A. To keep q u i e t  about t h a t ?  

Q Y e s .  

A. I never  h e a r d  anyth ing  about  t h a t ,  n o t  that  I 
can r e c a l l .  

Q. Okay. Can you t h i n k  of any th ing  e l s e ,  Se rgean t  
WATSON, t h a t  might  h e l p  u s?  

A. No, sir .  

Q Ever h e a r  anybody s a y  t h a t  t h e r e  was a coverup,  an 
e f f o r t  be ing  made t o  keep  q u i e t ,  o r  keep it q u i e t  about what 
happened i n  My L a i  ( 4 )  ? 

A. No, sir, no more t h a n  t h a t  hea r say  I s a i d .  I 
hea rd  t h a t  somebody s a i d  some man was i n v e s t i g a t i n g  this. 

MR WEST: Okay. Se rgean t  WATSON, we  thank you f o r  coming 
and appear ing b e f o r e  u s .  I t ' s  been a l o t  o f  t r o u b l e  t o  you, 
I know. You had a long  t r i p .  But you he lped  us .  W e  g o t  
some t h i n g s  on r e c o r d  h e r e  t h a t  may h e l p  us p u t  t o g e t h e r  
p i e c e s  t o  t h i s  puzz le .  We a p p r e c i a t e  i t  v e r y  much. The 
h e a r i n g  w i l l  be r eces sed .  

(The h e a r i n g  r eces sed  a t  1340 hour s ,  2 1  January 
1970 . )  
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SUMMARY OF TESTIMONY 

WITNESS: KOREN, Henry L .  Ambassador 

DATE OF TESTIMONY: 2 9  J a n u a r y  1970 

PLACE OF TESTIMONY: Pentagon 

WITNESS SUSPECTED OF: N/A 

COUNSEL: None 

DUTY ASSIGNMENT ON 16 MARCH 1968:  DCORDS, I Corps 
1 J a n u a r y  1967 t o  16 March 1968.  

The w i t n e s s  p r o b a b l y  l e f t  h i s  p o s t  on 16 March 1968 
( p g s .  1, 2 )  . However, he  m i g h t  n o t  have  l e f t  u n t i l  
19 March. H e  h e a r d  no  r e p o r t  a b o u t  t h e  unnecessa ry  k i l l i n g  
o f  c i v i l i a n s  i n  t h e  e a s t e r n  p a r t  o f  Son Tinh D i s t r i c t  
( p g s .  2 ,  3 ) .  He r e c a l l e d  no c o n v e r s a t i o n  c o n c e r n i n g  t h e  
i n c i d e n t  w i t h  e i t h e r  Genera l  LAM, Genera l  CUSHMAN, Genera l  
KOSTER, o r  anyone else (pg.  3 ) .  H e  d i d  n o t  remember t h e  
1 6 t h  o f  March o p e r a t i o n  and h e a r d  n o t h i n g  a b o u t  an i n o r d i n a t e  
number o f  noncombatant  c a s u a l t i e s  ( p g .  3 ) . From t h e  middle  
of March 1 9 6 8  u n t i l  August 1969 t h e  Ambassador had no 
r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  w i t h  r e s p e c t  t o  South  Vietnam. 
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(The hear ing  reconvened a t  1750 hours ,  29 January 
1970. ) 

10: The hear ing  w i l l  come t o  o rde r .  

RCDR: The fol lowing persons a r e  p resen t :  LTG PEERS 
MR MACCRATE, MR WEST, MR WATSH, and MAJ LYNN. 

T h e  next  witness  is Ambassador Henry L .  T. KOREN. 

(Ambassador KOREN was c a l l e d  as  a  wi tness ,  was 
sworn, and t e s  ti£i e d  a s  follows :) 

RCDR: Ambassador, f o r  t h e  record ,  p lease  s t a t e  your f u l l  
name, your p o s i t i o n ,  and your res idence  address.  

A. Henry Lloyd Thornel l  KOREN; p r e s e n t  pos t ion ,  Pol i -
t i c a l  Advisor t o  the Commander i n  Chief ,  P a c i f i c ;  res idence  i n  
Honolulu, Hawaii. 

RCDR: Thank you, s i r .  

I0: M r .  Ambassador, we've made it a p r a c t i c e  t o  a c t u a l l y  
read  the  i n s t r u c t i o n s  t o  a l l  m i l i t a r y  and younger c i v i l i a n  
witnesses .  I have here  a copy of the  i n s t r u c t i o n s  which we 
have been i s s u i n g  t o  a l l  the witnesses .  I ' d  a p p r e c i a t e  it i f  
you'd t ake  a  quick look a t  them and see  i f  you have any ques- 
t i o n s  before  we s t a r t .  

(The witness reads  the  i n s t r u c t i o n s .  ) 

Do you have any ques t ions ,  s i r ?  

A. No. 

Q. Ambassador KOREN, as I r e c a l l ,  you were the DCORDS 
i n  I CORPS f o r  a c e r t a i n  pe r iod  of time. W i l l  you i n d i c a t e  
f o r  t h e  record  when you were given t h i s  assignment and how 
long you remained i n  t h a t  capaci ty?  

A. I 'm no t  abso lu te ly  su re  of the  d a t e ,  b u t  it was 
December of 1 9 6 6  when Ambassador LODGE asked me t o  go up 
there .  I a c t u a l l y  r epor ted  about 1 January of 1967 a f t e r  a 
couple of weeks of o r i e n t a t i o n .  I s tayed t h e r e  u n t i l  March 
t h e  16th ,  1 9 6 8, I th ink  it w a s ,  when I repor ted  t o  Saigon 
t o  say goodby and leave.  
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A. Approximately 1 5  and a h a l f  months. 

Q Yes, And who succeeded you a s  t h e  DCORDS t h e r e ?  

A. Char les  T. CROSS. 

Q Yes. W e l l ,  he must have s t ayed  on u n t i l  t h e  cur -
r e n t  incumbent. 

A .  Yes. 

Q. W e l l ,  f r a n k l y ,  I w a s  of t h e  impress ion  t h a t  you 
had s t a y e d  longe r ,  up u n t i l  t h e  end of t h e  y e a r  of 1968. 

A. No. 

Q W e l l ,  i f  you l e f t  a t  that t i m e ,  you would a c t -
u a l l y  have depa r t ed ,  t hen ,  p r i o r  t o  t h e  t ime t h i s  i n c i d e n t  
is  supposed t o  have occur red .  The one we ' re  t a l k i n g  about  
is  t h e  i n c i d e n t  t h a t  took p l a c e  i n  t h e  e a s t e r n  p a r t  o f  Quang 
Ngai Province on t h e  1 6 t h  of March o r  t h e  1 7 t h  of March 1968. 

A. Well ,  I s a i d  I l e f t  on t h e  1 6 t h ,  it may have been 
t h e  1 9 t h ,  I ' m  n o t  s u r e ,  b u t  it w a s  w i t h i n  t h a t  t i m e  frame. I 
j u s t  d o n ' t  have t h e  e x a c t  d a t e .  

Q . W e l l ,  from what w e  know--

A: ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  I wasn ' t  t h e r e  a f t e r  t h e  1 9 t h .  That 
A do kmv?. 

Q. From what w e  know, most of t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i n g  pro-
cess, and t h a t ' s  p r i m a r i l y  what w e  ' r e  i n t e r e s t e d  i n ,  took  
p l a c e  a f t e r  t h a t .  I t  w a s  i n i t i a t e d  about t h a t  t i m e ,  b u t  
as f a r  as what happened, what went on f o r  some t i m e ,  it d i d  
n o t  r e a l l y  t a k e  p l a c e  u n t i l  s t a r t i n g  on t h e  17 th  o r  t h e  18 th ,  
a long  about  t h a t  t i m e .  I can a s k ,  though, i f ,  a t  any t i m e  
t h e r e  p r i o r  t o  your d e p a r t u r e ,  you had any r e p o r t s  of any 
unusual  happening t h e r e ,  of any r e p o r t s  t h a t  may have been 
submi t ted  by an  a v i a t o r  t o  t h e  e f f e c t  t h a t  t h e r e  w a s  some 
unnecessary k i l l i n g  of c i v i l i a n s  i n  t h i s  a r e a  i n  t h e  e a s t -
e rn  p a r t  of Son Tinh D i s t r i c t ?  

A. I know t h e  d i s t r i c t  w e l l .  

Q. I imagine you do. 

A, No. S ince  t h i s  has a l l  come o u t ,  of cou r se ,  I ' v e  
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racked my b r a i n  t o  t r y  and t h i n k  i f  I had any i n k l i n g ,  and 
I h o n e s t l y  d o n ' t  recal l  any. 

Q Also,  f o r  t h e  r e c o r d ,  i n  t h a t  t i m e  p e r i o d ,  l e t ' s  
s a y  i f  a p e r i o d  d i d  e x i s t  between t h e  1 6 t h  and your  d e p a r t u r e  
3 o r  4 days o r  whatever  it may b e ,  do you r e c a l l  any 
d i s c u s s i o n s  a t  a l l  w i t h  General  LAM, concern ing  such an i n -
c i d e n t ,  o r  w i t h  General  CUSHMAN, o r  w i t h  General  KOSTER, o r  
w i t h  any o f  t h e  people  i n  e i t h e r  t h e  American o r  t h e  ARVN 
cha in  of  command? 

A .  No, I d o n ' t .  I d o n ' t  have any r e c o l l e c t i o n  o f  
any th ing  untoward i n  t h i s  t y p e  of  i n c i d e n t  y o u ' r e  i n v e s t i -
g a t i n g .  

Q Do you r e c a l l  t h e  f i g u r e s  which came i n  t o  t h e  
111 MAF headqua r t e r s  as a r e s u l t  of  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  o p e r a t i o n ?  

I ' m  a f r a i d  n o t .  

8 .  It  w a s  a l i t t l e  unusual  i n  as f a r  as t h e  1 1 t h  
Brigade i s  concerned. The l l t h  Brigade has  been o p e r a t i n g  
t h e r e  f o r  somewhere i n  t h e  neighborhood of  about  2 months, 
it was t h e i r  b i g g e s t  o p e r a t i o n  t o  d a t e ,  t h a t  i s ,  t h e  most 
s u c c e s s f u l  i n  t h e  s e n s e  t h a t  on t h i s  o p e r a t i o n  they  r e -
p o r t e d  t o  have k i l l e d  i n  exces s  of  1 0 0 .  The a c t u a l  f i g -
u r e s  were 128, VC K I A ,  2 U.S. K I A ,  11 U . S .  WIA,  and 3 weapons 
cap tu red .  You might remember t h a t ,  hav ing  been b r i e f e d  
a t  t h e  I11 MAF morning b r i e f i n g  perhaps ,  which I would 
unders tand  t h a t  General  CUSHMAN had. 

A. Wel l ,  I a t t e n d e d  t h o s e  eve ry  morning; b u t  aga in  
i n  a l l  hones ty ,  I c a n ' t  say  t h a t  I remember c l e a r l y  anyth ing  
a t  t h a t  t ime.  A s  I r e c a l l ,  t h a t  w a s  a p r e t t y  a c t i v e  area 
from T e t  on, and I could s a y  t h a t  I remember f a v o r a b l e  ac-
t i o n s  and t h e y  were f a v o r a b l e ,  b u t  I c o u l d n ' t  p i n p o i n t ,  I 
wouldn' t be a b l e  t o .  

Q- But ,  as f a r  as y o u ' r e  concerned,  i n  your  c a p a c i t y  
as DCORDS, through t h e  prov ince  and t h e  s e c t o r  adv isory  
cha in  which ope ra t ed  under you,  you r ece ived  no r e p o r t  of 
any unusual  happening down h e r e ,  p o s s i b l y  where an i n o r d i n a t e  
number of  noncombatants may have been k i l l e d  p r i o r  t o  your  
d e p a r t u r e  from t h e  p o s t ?  

A. N o .  I do n o t  remember any such r e p o r t .  
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MR MACCRATE: Ambassador KOREN, a f t e r  you l e f t  Saigon a t  t h i s  
t i m e ,  d i d  you have any con t inu ing  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  w i t h  r e s p e c t  
t o  any matters i n  Vietnam? 

A. I had a break between t h e  t i m e  I l e f t  and t h e  end 
of l a s t  August when I was a s s igned  t o  t h e  headqua r t e r s  of t h e  
Commander i n  Chief ,  P a c i f i c .  

Q . So, from the middle of March 1968, u n t i l  August 
1969, you had no r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  wi th  r e s p e c t  t o  South 
Vietnam? 

A. No. 

Q - Thank you. 

A. J u s t  a l o t  of i n t e r e s t .  

10: The h e a r i n g  w i l l  recess a t  t h i s  t i m e .  

(The h e a r i n g  r e c e s s e d  a t  1800 hours ,  29 January 
1970.)  

(KOREN) 4 APP T-273 


FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 




FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

SUMMARY O F  TESTIMONY 

WITNESS: ANGLE, Gates ,  C.  SFC 

DATE OF TESTIMONY: 2 1  January i 9 7 0  

PLACE O F  TESTIMONY: Pentagon 

WITNESS SUSPECTED OF:  N/A 

COUNSEL: None 

DUTY ASSIGNMENT:\. Reported f o r  du ty  as Admin i s t r a t i ve  NCO, 
MACV Advisory Team 2 ,  (Quang Ngai Province S e c t o r )  on 
20  March 1968. 

1. BACKGROUND INFORMATION. 

The w i t n e s s  r e p o r t e d  t o  t h e  MACV Advisory Team 2 ,  
Quang Ngai Province  S e c t o r  on 2 0  March 1968 (pg.  2 )  . H e  
w a s  t h e  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  NCO i n  t h e  s e c t o r  headqua r t e r s  
(pg.  3 ) .  He w a s  t o  p rov ide  complete a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  suppor t  
f o r  t h e  f i v e  b a s i c  s u b s e c t o r s  (pg.  3 ) .  He r e c a l l e d  Captain  
RODRIGUEZ, t h e  deputy d i s t r i c t  adv i so r , and  Se rgean t  NEUMAN 
be ing  p r e s e n t  a t  t h a t  t i m e  (pg. 3 ) .  He knew L ieu tenan t  
DAWKINS, t h e  DIOCC o f f i c e r ,  (pg. 3 ) . 
2 .  MAINTENANCE OF THE FILES. 

a. The w i t n e s s  s t a t e d  t h e  f i l e s  f o r  M r .  MAY and Colonel  
GUINN were main ta ined  by him i n  t h a t  t hey  were i n t e g r a t e d  
i n  h i s  f i l e  room (pg. 4 ) .  H e  d i d  n o t  know i f  t h e y  mainta ined 
t h e i r  own f i l e s  e l sewhere  (pg.  4 )  . 

b .  Upon h i s  a r r iva l  he s t a t e d  t h e r e  was a poor f i l i n g  
system i n  e x i s t e n c e .  The l a r g e s t  f i l e  i n  t h e  o f f i c e  w a s  
l a b e l e d  t h e  " I  d o n ' t  know what" f i l e  (pg.  5 ) .  The w i t n e s s  
a t tempted  t o  b u i l d  a *  f i l i n g  system t o  account  f o r  a l l  t h e  
va r ious  t ypes  o f  correspondence,guidelines, and i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  
t h a t  t h e y  r e c e i v e d  (pg,  5 ) .  H e  s t a t e d  t h a t  s e c r e t  documents 
were t h e  on ly  ones  t h a t  w e r e  logged i n  (pg.  6 )  . Vietnamese 
documents would be  i n t e r p r e t e d  by Le TAM, who w a s  M r .  MAY'S 
i n t e r p r e t e r  (pgs .  6 ,  7 ) .  Another i n t e r p r e t e r  named Co AH1 
would t r a n s l a t e  u n c l a s s i f i e d  and r o u t i n e  documents (pg. 7 ) .  
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H e  s t a t e d  he  would i d e n t i f y  t h e  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  o f  a  
Vietnamese document from t h e  word "MAT" which meant s e c r e t  
(pg.  7 ) .  I f  it was c l a s s i f i e d  he  would t u r n  t h e  document 
over  t o  t h e  prov ince  a d v i s o r  o r  t h e  deputy and when they  
were through wi th  it they would r e t u r n  it t o  him f o r  
f i l i n g  (pg. 8 )  . The wi tnes s  exp la ined  t h a t  i f  E x h i b i t  M-34 
had come a c r o s s  h i s  desk he would have g iven  it t o  Le TAM 
t o  t r a n s l a t e  (pgs . 8 ,  9 )  . He would n o t  have been a b l e  
t o  t e l l  from whom it came u n t i l  t r a n s l a t i o n  (pg .  9 ) .  The 
wi tnes s  s t a t e d  t h a t  he  d i d  n o t  r e c o l l e c t  s e e i n g  t h e  exhibit 
(pg*  1 0 )  

c .  H e  s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e  documents came t o  t h e  o f f i c e  from 
va r ious  channels  such a s  t h e  embassy and t h e  mobile S I A ,  
S3 o p e r a t i o n s ,  and Vietnamese channels  (pg.  10 )  . H e  c r e a t e d  
a f i l e  f o r  d e a l i n g  wi th  " t e r r o r i s t s  a c t i v i t i e s "  and i n c i d e n t s  
of  t h a t  t ype  (pg.  11). Those f i l e s  would n o t  be c leaned  o u t .  
~t was t h e  m i l i t a r y  f i l e s  o f  no va lue  t h a t  he  would go 
through and d e s t r o y  (pg. 1 2 ) .  The wi tnes s  s t a t e d  t h a t  i f  
TAN'S  l e t t e r  was addressed  t o  t h e  MACV s e c t o r  and marked 
p e r s o n a l ,  h e  would probably n o t  open it (pg.  1 2 ) .  He a l s o  
s t a t e d  t h e r e  would be  no reason t o  r e g i s t e r  it o r  t o  l o g  

. it, because it had no s p e c i f i c  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  (pg .13 ) .  
E x h i b i t  M-30, a s t a t e m e n t  o f  RODRIGUEZ, was shown t o  t h e  
w i t n e s s ,  he vaguely remembered some mention of Son My 
V i l l a g e  i n  a  conve r sa t ion  between Major GAVIN and Capta in  
RODRIGUEZ (pg.  1 4 ) .  He could n o t  r e c a l l  what t h e  i n c i d e n t  
was t h a t  had occu r red  and on ly  remembered t h e  name Son My 
(pg .  1 4 ) .  The w i t n e s s  had never  heard  o f  Tu Cung. He had 
heard  mention of  Co Luy and o f  P i n k v i l l e  (pg. 1 5 ) .  He 
s t a t e d  t h a t  Colonel  G U I N N  and M r .  MAY were a l s o  i n  on t h e  
d i s c u s s i o n  o f  Son My. They t a l k e d  f o r  a long  t ime ,  " f o r  a 
couple  o f  days"  (pg.  1 5 ) .  

1 

d.  The w i t n e s s  vaguely r e c a l l e d  g e t t i n g  r e p o r t s  
concerning women and c h i l d r e n  be ing  k i l l e d  (pgs .  1 6 ,  1 7 )  . 
He a l s o  r e c a l l e d  an a l l e g a t i o n  aimed a t  American t roops  
(pg.  17)  . He d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  t h e  v i l l a g e  c h i e f ' s  name 
(pg.  2 0 )  . He s t a t e d  t h e  a l l e g a t i o n  a g a i n s t  t h e  American 
for,ces concerned a r t i l l e r y  and dea ths  w i t h i n  Son Tinh 
D i s t r i c t  (pg.  2 1 ) .  H e  d i d  n o t  know i f  he  had hea rd  "Task 
Force Barker"  mentioned (pq.  2 1 )  . 

e .  The wi tnes s  s t a t e d  t h a t  on about  2 8  March 1968 he 
typed t h e  monthly prov ince  r e p o r t  on a s t e n c i l  t o  have it 
run-off  (pg.  1 9 ) .  This  was t h e  monthly r e p o r t  t o  CORDS 

a and MACV. It w a s  c l a s s i f i e d  c o n f i d e n t i a l  and t h e  cop ie s  
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were s e n t  v i a  a  Marine c o u r i e r  who p icked  up 25 t o  30 cop ie s  
(pg.  2 0 ) .  The w i t n e s s  thought  he  r e c a l l e d  an i n c i d e n t  i n  
t h e  r e p o r t  concern ing  t h e  Son My a r e a  (pg.  19). The w i t n e s s  
w a s  shown E x h i b i t  R-14 which was t h e  prov ince  monthly r e p o r t  
da t ed  31  March 1968 (pg. 2 3 ) .  H e  s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e  r e p o r t  
would have had s e p a r a t e  d i s t r i c t  r e p o r t s  a s  annexes (pg.  2 4 j .  
The annex would have a s e c t i o n  f o r  advancement and f o r  
problem a r e a s  and a l s o  a  s e c t i o n  f o r  s e c u r i t y .  He f e l t  t h e  
Son My i n c i d e n t  would be  i n  t h e  s e c u r i t y  s e c t i o n  (pg.  2 4 ) .  
H e  d i d  f e e l  t h a t  it should  have been l i f t e d  from t h e  Son 
Tinh D i s t r i c t  r e p o r t  and inc luded  i n  t h e  prov ince  r e p o r t ,  
however (pg.  2 5 ) .  It a l s o  could  have appeared i n  t h e  
a c t i o n  s e c t i o n  o f  t h e  r e p o r t  i n d i c a t i n g  what a c t i o n s  were 
be ing  t aken  t o  c o r r e c t  t h e  s i t u a t i o n  (pg. 2 5 ) .  The wi tnes s  
s t a t e d  t h e  i n fo rma t ion  would a l s o  be con ta ined  i n  t h e  t o p  
drawer o f  h i s  locked  f i l e  c a b i n e t  i n  a f i l e  which was l a b e l e d  
Son Tinh (pg.  2 7 ) .  The wi tnes s  aga in  s t a t e d  t h a t  he  thought  
it was an a r t i l l e r y  i n c i d e n t  (py.281, ,and w a s  i nc luded  i n  t h e  
f i l e  h e  m n t i o n e d  (pg.  33) . 
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EXHIBIT 
NUMBER 

M- 30 

M-34 

M-35 

R - 1  

R - 1 4  

R-15 

R-16 

R-17 

EXHIBITS 

DESCRIPTION 

Sta tement  of  RODRIGUEZ 

T A N ' S  l e t t e r  t o  K H I E N ,  
1 I ~ ~ r i l  

VC propaqanda 
HENDERSON'S r e p o r t  wi th  
i n c l o s u r e s  
Monthly r e p o r t  f o r  
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h he h e a r i n g  reconvened a t  1 6 0 4  h o u r s ,  2 1  January 
1970.) 

COL ARMSTRONG: The h e a r i n g  w i l l  come t o  o r d e r .  

RCDR : The fo l lowing  persons  are p r e s e n t :  

MR MACCRATE, COL ARMSTRONG and MAJ LYNN. 

The n e x t  w i tnes s  i s  Se rgean t  F i r s t  C la s s  Gates  C. 
ANGLE. 

(SFC ANGLE was c a l l e d  a s  a w i t n e s s ,  was sworn and 
t e s t i f i e d  as fo l lows : )  . ' 

RCDR: Se rgean t  ANGLE, f o r  t h e  r eco rd  w i l l  you p l e a s e  
s ta te  your  f u l l  name, your grade,  and your  S o c i a l  S e c u r i t y  
number? 

A. Gates C.  ANGLE, Jr., Se rgean t  F i r s t  class, Uni ted 
S t a t e s  Army, my S o c i a l  S e c u r i t y  number i s  1 

o r g a n i z a t i o n  is  S t r a t e g i c  Communications Agency, MTMTS, 
Washington, D.C. 

COL ARMSTRONG: Sergean t ,  have you r e a d  and do  you unders tand 
t h e  p re l imina ry  remarks and i n s t r u c t i o n s  prov ided  you p r i o r  t o  
t h i s  hea r ing?  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q- DO you have any q u e s t i o n s ?  

A.  No, s ir .  

Q* A l l  r i g h t .  There are s e v e r a l  people  i n . t h e  room 
who may q u e s t i o n  you. M r .  MACCRATE and myself are a s s i s t i n g  
General  PEERS. M r .  MACCRATE r e p r e s e n t s  t h e  S e c r e t a r y  of t h e  
Army, p rov id ing  l e g a l  guidance t o  General  PEERS, and I 
r e p r e s e n t  t h e  Chief of  S t a f f ' s  O f f i c e ,  and have been appoin ted  
t o  ass i s t  General  PEERS. I must a d v i s e  you, s i n c e  you are 
p a r t  of the m i l i t a r y  e s t a b l i s h m e n t ,  n o t  t o  d i s c u s s  your.  
t es t imony -he re  o r  any th ing  t h a t  t a k e s  p l a c e  i n  t h i s  h e a r i n g  
w i t 5  o t h e r s  i n c l u d i n g  o t h e r  w i t n e s s e s  i n  t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  
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except  i n  t h e  performance of o f f i c i a l  d u t i e s  o r  a s  you may 
be requi red  t o  s o  do before  a competent j u d i c i a l ,  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  
o r  l e g i s l a t i v e  body. I n  a d d i t i o n  you a r e  caut ioned t h a t  i f  you 
a r e  s u b j e c t  t o  t h e  o rde r s  i ssued  by any m i l i t a r y  judge i n  
a genera l  cour t -mar t ia l  case  of t h e  United S t a t e s  v. Cal ley  o r  
any o t h e r  such cour t -mar t ia l  which might r e s u l t  from i n v e s t i -  
g a t i o n  of t h e  s o  c a l l e d  My Lai i n c i d e n t ,  any test imony which 
you g ive  here  w i l l  have no bea r ing  whatsoever on appearing 
b e f o r e  such a cour t -mar t ia l .  I would a l s o  l i k e  t o  p o i n t  o u t  
t o  you t h a t  a m i l i t a r y  a f f a i r s  subcommittee of t h e  House i s  
i n v e s t i g a t i n g  t h e  mat ter  and they  may ask you t o  come and s e e  
them too. Anything t h a t  you have s a i d  he re  w i l l  n o t  a f f e c t  i n  
any way your appearing be fo re  them. You w i l l  go and appear 
j u s t  a s  you normally would. M r .  MACCRATE w i l l  probably 
conduct most of t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  and ask you most of your 
ques t ions ,  b u t  I ' m  l i a b l e  t o  do s o  a l s o .  

Would you p lease  expla in  t o  us  what d u t i e s  you 
performed around t h e  middle of March 1968? 

A .  W e l l ,  s i r ,  I repor ted  f o r  duty t h e  end of March 
1968 a t  Quang Ngai Province advisory group. During t h e  
middle of March I performed no duty o t h e r  than  process ing  
i n  through Saigon and Danang and rece iv ing  my assignment,  
which I d i d  n o t  know u n t i l  t h e  l a t t e r  p a r t  of March, I 
would say up u n t i l  2 0  March. When I d id  g e t  my assignment 
and repor ted  f o r  duty  it was wi th  t h e  Quang Ngai Province 
Adviscry T22x .  Actza11yI it ::as v i t h  3'LACZY' Adviscry Tcaa 2 
wi th  duty a t  t h e  Quang Ngai Sec to r ,  a s  it was c a l l e d  a t  t h a t  
time. 

MR MACCRATE: You i n d i c a t e  t h a t  your assignment was wi th  
Quang Ngai Sec tor .  Were you s t a t i o n e d  i n  Quang Ngai C i t y  
o r  were you o u t  a t  Son Tinh D i s t r i c t  headquar ters?  

A .  No, no. I was s t a t i o n e d  a t  Quang Ngai Ci ty .  Let  
me e l a b o r a t e  on t h i s  a l i t t l e ,  w i l l  you. I ' m  a l i t t l e  
nervous and I ' m  very scared  and I want t o  be sure--

Q o  ( i n t e r p o s i n g )  Now j u s t  r e l a x  and t e l l  us about 
what you were doing t h e r e .  I j u s t  re turned  from Vietnam 
wi th  General PEERS and we spen t  time around Quang Ngai Ci ty .  
We've been o u t  t o  t h e  soccer  f i e l d  and we've been over t o  t h e  
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MCV compound. We've been t o  p rov ince  headqua r t e r s .  We've 
been ove r  t o  t h e  2d ARVN Div i s ion  compound, and t h e n  we've 
been on o u t  Route 1 t o  Son Tinh D i s t r i c t .  We've been up on 
t h e  h i l l  t h e r e ,  s o  we ' r e  t a l k i n g  about  an a r e a  t h a t  I ' v e  
r e c e n t l y  come from. I f  you could ,  e x p l a i n  where you were, 
what your d u t i e s  w e r e ,  beg inn ing  as you s a y  a t  t h e  end of  
March 1968? 

A. Okay, i n  March 1968, what i s  now know as Quang 
Ngai Province  Advisory Team was t h e n  j u s t  t h e  Quang Ngai 
S e c t o r  and t h e  m i l i t a r y  people  a s s igned  t o  it w e r e  a s s i g n e d  
t o  MACV Advisory Team 2. W e  were based a t  t h e  compound 
t h e r e  a t  MACV compound number 2. I d i d  work i n  t h e  s e c t o r  
headqua r t e r s ,  as it was c a l l e d  a t  t h a t  t i m e ,  a s  t h e  ad- 
m i n i s t r a t i v e  NCO, and t h i s  was my main home o r  my main 
desk you might say .  My job a s  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  NCO w a s  t o  
p rov ide  t h e  complete a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  suppor t  t h a t  people  
needed i n  t h e  v a r i o u s  s u b s e c t o r s ,  Son Tinh,  Binh Son, 
Minh Long, t h e  f i v e  b a s i c  s u b s e c t o r s .  Then, a s  I s t a y e d  
t h e r e  a l i t t l e  longe r ,  w e  grew i n  s i z e ,  and we acqu i r ed  
f i v e  more s u b s e c t o r s  o u t  i n  t h e  h igh land  d i s t r i c t s .  The 
team changed t o  t h e  Quang Ngai Province Advisory Team w i t h  
t h e  MACV CORDS concept  of  o r g a n i z a t i o n .  I d i d  t r a v e l ,  
y e s ,  q u i t e  e x t e n s i v e l y  t o  Son Tinh t o  s e e  Colonel  GAVIN, 
t h e n  Major GAVIN, who w a s  a pe r sona l  f r i e n d  o f  mine, b u t  
a l s o  t o  suppor t  t h e  e n l i s t e d  people  and t h e  o f f i c e r s  i n  
t h e  f i e l d .  T h i s ,  I f e l t ,  was my r e s p o n s i b i l i t y .  

Q- Do you remember who e l s e  was t h e r e  a t  Son Tinh 
D i s t r i c t  h eadqua r t e r s?  

A. I ' d  say  f a i r l y  w e l l .  I know most of them. CPT 
RODRIGUEZ, i f  I remember, was deputy d i s t r i c t  a d v i s o r ,  I 
t h i n k  they  c a l l e d  him. A t  any r a t e  he  was t h e  second-in- 
command. The e n l i s t e d  people ,  I ' m  n o t  r e a l  s u r e  about .  SGT 
NEUAMANN w a s  t h e r e .  T h a t ' s  about it t h a t  I can remember. 
L a t e r  on t h e r e  were more. These I remember, t h e  ones  t h a t  
were t h e r e  when I l e f t ,  b u t  t h e  people  t h a t  were t h e r e  i n  t h e  
beg inn ing  I d o n ' t  r e a l l y  remember a l l  o f  them. 

Q e  Do you remember a L ieu t enan t  DAWKINS? 

A .  DAWKINS, L ieu tenan t  DAWKINS, he  w a s  t h e  DIOCC 
o f f i c e r .  I remember him. I had an ex t remely  d i f f i c u l t  t i m e  
g e t t i n g  him t h e  C I B .  I remember t h a t  one. 
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Q Did you have t h e  admin i s t r a t ive  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  
f o r  maintaining t h e  f i l e s  a t  s e c t o r ?  

A.  Yes, sir. I d id .  

Q Did t h i s  inc lude  maintaining f i l e s  f o r  Colonel 
GUINN? 

A .  I ' d  say yes. 

Q I f  m a t e r i a l s  came i n  from t h e  GVN, from Quang
Ngai Sec to r ,  they would come across  your desk as they  would 
come i n t o  t h e  o f f i c e ?  

A. No. I c a n ' t  say yes t o  t h a t  one, because some 
would and some wouldn't .  I t  would depend upon t h e  n a t u r e  
of t h e  ma te r i a l .  I t  would depend upon whether it was Viet-
namese m a t e r i a l ,  w r i t t e n  i n  Vietnamese o r  English,  o r i g i n a t e d  
by anybody i n  t h e  subsec to r ,  o r  whether it went t o  a p a r t i -
c u l a r  ind iv idua l  i n  t h e  s e c t o r .  For ins t ance  your DIOCC people.  
L e t ' s  say t h e i r  correspondence communication channel went t o  
another  person,  no t  t o  m e .  I only saw and d e a l t  wi th  t h e  
normal admin i s t r a t ive  paper and household chores ,  you might 
s a y ,  of running a s e c t o r ,  inc luding  any mail t h a t  w a s  re -
ceived through Army mail .  

Q Were you a l s o  respons ib le  f o r  t h e  f i l e s  of t h e  
province sen io r  adv i so r ,  M r .  MAY? 

A .  Well they were a l l  i n t e g r a t e d .  Yes, s i r .  

Q They were a l l  i n t e g r a t e d  toge the r ,  both  m a t e r i a l s  
of M r .  MAY o r  h i s  successor ,  M r .  BURKE? 

A. . Yes, sir.  They were a l l  i n t e g r a t e d  i n t o  one f i l e  
room t h a t  I b u i l t  f o r  s e c u r i t y  purposes,  although they  may 
have maintained some s o r t  of f i l e  a t  home o r  some s o r t  of 
a f i l e  somewhere e l s e .  This  I d o n ' t  know r e a l l y .  

Q - When r e p o r t s  were rece ived ,  do you r e c a l l  what 
f i l i n g  system you had f o r  va r ious  r e p o r t s ,  what f i l e s  of 
r e p o r t s  you maintained? I know t h i s  i s  going back now a 
few months b u t  it would be h e l p f u l  f o r  u s ,  because one of 
t h e  th ings  we've been doing i s  looking f o r  papers  and going 
t o  c e r t a i n  f i l e s  t o  sea rch  them. We have found var ious  f i l e s ,  
and it would be  h e l p f u l  t o  us t o  have an idea  of what your 
f i l i n g  system was. 
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A. Pardon m e  f o r  laughing, sir.  I ' m  n o t  laughing 
a t  you. What my f i l i n g  system was i s  un ique  t o  Army 
standards.  When I went t h e r e  i n  March 1968, t h e  b i g g e s t  
f i l e  they  had was i n  one drawer, and b e l i e v e  it o r  n o t ,  it 
was labe led  t h e  "I d o n ' t  know what" f i l e .  

Q That whole name was t h e  name of  t h e  f i l e ?  

A. That was it, s i r .  I t r i e d  t o  b u i l d  a f i l e  system 
under c u r r e n t  r e g u l a t i o n s  f o r  e s t a b l i s h i n g  t h e  Army func-
t i o n a l  f i l e s ,  b u t  you have an odd o rgan iza t ion  i n  a p lace  
l i k e  t h a t .  You have Vietnamese papers and documents t h a t  
I cou ldn ' t  read.  You have c i v i l i a n  correspondence from 
t h e  Ambassador and gu ide l ines ,  p a c i f i c a t i o n  g u i d e l i n e s  
and even i n v e s t i g a t i o n s .  Yes. I remember i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  
of minor a l l e g a t i o n s  made a g a i n s t  a t r u c k  t h a t  r a n  over 
a sheep o r  a cow o r  something l i k e  t h i s .  But a l l  t h e s e  
papers d i d n ' t  f i t  i n  a m i l i t a r y  f u n c t i o n a l  f i l e s  system. 
I mean t h e r e  i s  no p lace  t o  p u t  them except under an odd-
b a l l  t i t l e  o r  you make up one, so my f i l e  system, a s  I 
es t ab l i shed  it, was t h e  b e s t  I could do. I t  was or ien-
t a t e d  toward a m i l i t a r y  l i n e  b u t  y e t  I d id  l eave ,  i f  I 
remember c o r r e c t l y ,  two f i l e  cab ine t s  f u l l  of what I 
c a l l e d  CORDS f i l e s .  A s  a d e s c r i p t i o n  f i l e  r e a l l y ,  because 
they were whatever t h e  heading was. I t  was t h e  desc r ip -
t ion .  The r i c e  program, t h e  IR8 r i c e  program, w a s  r e a l  b ig .  

Q Golden Fleece? 

A .  Tha t ' s  p a r t  of the--

Q • ( In te rpos ing)  P ro tec t ion  of t h e  r i c e  by t h e  
U.S. fo rces?  

A .  That was some s o r t  of m i l i t a r y  opera t ion  o r  some-
thing.  

Q Y e s .  

A.. Well t h i s  would come under something e l s e ,  you 
s e e ,  because t h a t  was an opera t ion  and t h a t  was i t ' s  c l a s s i -
f i c a t i o n .  I t ' s  kind of hard t o  say,  I d i d  maintain an ade-
quate  f i l e  o r  complete f i l e  of i n v e s t i g a t i o n s .  
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Q We're no t  r e a l l y  d i r e c t i n g  ourse lves  t o  a s s e s s i n g  
t h e  q u a l i t y  of your f i l e s .  What we ' re  seeking i s  information 
a s  t o  where t h i n g s  were and where they could be found. Did 
you maintain any log of m a t e r i a l  t h a t  was received? 

A. A log  of s e c r e t  documents, yes .  

Q Only documents t h a t  upon r e c e i p t  were c l a s s i f i e d  
as s e c r e t ?  

A.  Well, yes ,  i n  a few c a s e s ,  the  embassy house, M r .  
KEATING, occas iona l ly  had a document he brought up t o  t h e  
province s e n i o r  advisor  t h a t  t h e  province s e n i o r  advisor  
wanted t o  forward. In  t h i s  case ,  it might be t h a t  M r .  KEATING 
o r i g i n a t e d  t h e  document and i n  such a case  I would then  o r i g i -
n a t e  i t ' s  s e c r e t  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n .  He would c l a s s i f y  i t s e c r e t  
by h i s  a u t h o r i t y  and I would have t o  e s t a b l i s h  it i n  t h e  log .  

Q I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  logging-in of s e c r e t  documents, 
would you log  o the r  documents i n  o r  make any record  of t h e  
f a c t  t h a t  they were received? 

A. N O ,  sir. 

Q I f  you were t o  r ece ive  a r e p o r t ,  a copy of a 
r e p o r t  t h a t  had been made from t h e  d i s t r i c t  ch ie f  t o  t h e  
province ch ie f  wi th  a copy going t o  Quang Ngai Sec to r ,  i f  
t h a t  came i n  t o  your desk,  where would you f i l e  i t ?  

I r e a l l y  c o u l d n ' t  t e l l  you s i r ,  I ' d  have t o  a--

Q .  ( In te rpos ing)  I know t h i s  i s  going back q u i t e  a 
ways b u t  t h i s  i s - - I ' m  going t o  show you i n  a moment such a 
document--

A.  ( In te rpos ing)  Where I ' d  f i l e  it, I d o n ' t  know. 
I t ' d  depend upon a key word i n  t h a t  document. I f  it were 
w r i t t e n  i n  Vietnamese, of course ,  I ' m  s u r e  t h a t  I would 
have given it to- - there  was a man t h a t  worked t h e r e ,  a 
Vietnamese t h a t  was t h e o r e t i c a l l y  c l e a r e d ,  L e  TAM. 

Q How was t h a t  spe l l ed?  

A. I th ink  it was L-e and then T-A-M. 

Q T-A-M? 

A. Yes. I ' m  no t  su re ;  I th ink  t h a t ' s  it. 
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Q He was here  dur ing  t h i s  per iod? 

A. Oh, yes.  He was M r .  MAY'S  and even M r .  BURKE'S 
i n t e r p r e t e r  and right-hand man a s  f a r  a s  t h e  Vi~ tnameses i d e .  

Q - I f  t h e r e  was a Vietnamese document t h a t  needed a 
l i t t l e - -

A. ( In te rpos ing)  Trans la t ion ,  he was t h e  man. 

Q. Did you have anyone else t h e r e  who f i l l e d  t h a t  
funct ion? 

A. None f o r  c l a s s i f i e d  m a t e r i a l .  We had a g i r l  by 
t h e  name of Co A H I .  

Q Could you s p e l l  t h a t  f o r  us? 

A. I could t r y .  I t h i n k  he r  name was C-0  A-H-I. 

Q She was f o r  u n c l a s s i f i e d  and r o u t i n e  t r a n s l a t i o n s  
t h a t  came i n?  

A. Right.  

Q What wwulld be your procedure ~ h e i isoicething came 
i n  of t h i s  c h a r a c t e r ,  a communication from a d i s t r i c t  ch ie f  
t o  a province c h i e f .  An un t rans la ted  Vietnamese document 
which you rece ived  a  copy o f ,  and you had no i d e a  of what 
was i n  i t ,  b u t  you might see  t h e  d i s t r i c t  c h i e f ' s  s i g n a t u r e  
on it. You could s e e  quickly enough t h a t  it was d i r e c t e d  
t o  t h e  province c h i e f ,  b u t  you d i d n ' t  know what was the re .  
What would you do wi th  i t ?  

A. I f  it was no t  c l a s s i f i e d ?  

Q How would you know whether it was c l a s s i f i e d  i f  
it was a l l  i n  Vietnamese? 

A. I learned t h a t  l i t t l e  word. A t h r e e  l e t t e r  word, 
M-A-T i f  I remember c o r r e c t l y  it means s e c r e t .  

Q. Okay. 

A. I'm no t  s u r e  t h a t ' s  c o r r e c t  a t  t h i s  t ime. They 
had c l a s s i f i c a t i o n s  a s  same a s  we d i d .  

? 
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Q Y e s .  

A .  I would g ive  it t o  TAM i f  it d id  n o t  have a 
c l a s s i f i c a t i o n .  I f  it d id ,  I would g ive  it d i r e c t l y  t o  
M r .  BURKE o r  t o  t h e  s e n i o r  province advisor  o r  t o  e i t h e r  
t h e  deputy province s e n i o r  adv i so r s ,  Colonel G U I N N  o r  
Colonel GREEN o r  a f t e r  Colonel GREEN l e f t ,  t h e  person 
t h a t  took over  a f t e r  him. Af ter  they had taken a c t i o n ,  
o r  whatever was needed t o  be done with it, then  they 
would genera l ly  g ive  it back t o  me, and I ' d  say ,  "What 
d i d  it dea l  with?" I would f i l e  it i n  what ever  f i l e  
it d e a l t  with.  

Q .  So t h a t  i f  it were c l a s s i f i e d  you say you
would give it e i t h e r  t o  t h e  province sen io r  advisor  o r  
h i s  deputy? 

A. Yes. 

Q Without t r a n s l a t i o n  and l e t  them worry about 
t h e  t r a n s l a t i o n .  But i f  it were u n c l a s s i f i e d  you'd have 
M r .  TAM t r a n s l a t e  it i n  t h e  f i r s t  ins tance?  

A. Yes. 

Q. Well t h i s  i s  very h e l p f u l  t o  us  and I r e a l i z e  
w e ' r e  going back a long period of time here  t r y i n g  t o  r e c a l l  
t h e s e  procedures,  b u t  we a r e  t r y i n g  t o  r'oiiow some papers 
around s e c t o r  headquar ters  o r  province advisory headquar ters .  

A. I destroyed a l o t  of them. 

Q. When you were doing this f i l e  c l e a r i n g ?  

A. W e l l ,  I cleansed t h e  f i l e s  from t h e  day I was 
t h e r e  u n t i l  t h e  day I l e f t  mainly, because they w e r e  so  
o l d  and nobody ever  used them so  they d i d n ' t  have any use 
a t  a l l .  Mind you, be fo re  I destroyed them, I never destroyed 
on my own, I always obtained t h e  proper c l ea rance  a s  t o  
whether t h e  f i l e  was use fu l  o r  n o t .  

( I 0  entered  t h e  hear ing  room.) 

Q I ' m  going t o  show you t h e  Vietnamese of Exh ib i t  
M-34 and ask you, i f  t h i s  document came i n t o  your desk what 
would you do wi th  it according t o  your e s t a b l i s h e d  procedures? 
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A. According t o  my procedure? I would g i v e  it t o  
somebody t o  f i n d  o u t  what it meant. 

Q =  You t o l d  m e  t h a t  without  knowing what it meant, 
you had a c e r t a i n  procedure f o r  handl ing it. T h a t ' s  why 
I wanted you t o  look a t  t h i s  document. See what you can 
recognize on it without  examining t h e  English,  so  we can 
put  it i n t o  your usua l  process ing  channel.  

A .  W e l l  a s  f a r  a s  I can t e l l  i t ' s  n o t  a c l a s s i f i e d  
document. So t h e r e f o r e  I probably would g ive  it t o  Le TAM 
t o  t r a n s l a t e ,  t e l l i n g  him t h a t  t h i s  j u s t  came i n  from some- 
body -
Q- W e l l ,  from whom d id  t h a t  come i n ,  could you t e l l  
t h a t ?  

A. No, n o t  r e a l l y ,  sir.  

Q. You d o n ' t  recognize t h e  s i g n a t u r e  l i n e  and a l s o  
t h e  addressee t o  whom it was s e n t ?  

A. No, because I j u s t  d i d n ' t  l e a r n  Vietnamese t h a t  ---1 1. I zean I can see Son Tinh and I can s e e  Quang Ngai. 

Q. Can you see  up on t h e  d a t e  l i n e  t h a t  i f  comes 
from Son Tinh and t h a t  it i s  addressed t o  anyone i n  p a r t i -  
c u l a r ?  

A. Not r e a l l y  sir.  I'm not  t h a t  f a m i l i a r  wi th  t h e i r  
type of correspondence. I never d i d  g e t  f a m i l i a r  with it. 

Q- So t h a t  i f  something l i k e  t h i s  came in-- 

A .  ( In te rpos ing)  I wouldn't  handle it i n  a shoddy 
fashion is  what I ' m  saying.  

Q. But you'd t u r n  quickly  t o  t h e  i n t e r p r e t e r  and-- 

A. ( In te rpos ing)  Yes, I would g ive  it t o  t h e  t r ans -  
l a t e r  because he could t e l l  me more about it than  what I 
know, and then  I could dec ide  what t o  do with it. 

Q. Now, i f  you w i l l  t u r n  t o  t h e  English t r a n s l a t i o n ,  
I would l i k e  you t o  read t h a t  and t e l l  us i f  you have a 
r e c o l l e c t i o n  of having seen a t r a n s l a t i o n  of t h a t  l e t t e r ?  
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(Witness d i d  a s  requested .) 

You' l l  note down i n  t h e  lower l e f t  t h a t  "copy 
MACV, Quang Ngai Sec tor"  i s  noted. It  is  our assumption 
t h a t  a copy of t h i s  d id  come i n t o  your o f f i c e .  1 

A. No, I d o n ' t  remember see ing  anything about t h i s .  
By t h e  same token,  would a copy come t o  Quang Ngai Sec tor?  

Q. W e l l  a--

A.  ( In te rpos ing)  O r  d i d  it come d i r e c t l y  from t h e  
d i s t r i c t  ch ie f  t o  t h e  province c h i e f ,  from t h e  province c h i e f  
t o  t h e  mobile S I A  s e c t i o n .  

Q - Well, a s  you know--

10: ( i n t e r p o s i n g )  What 's t h e  mobile SIA? 

A. The mobile SIA, sir,  was our i n t e l l i g e n c e .  

Q. But looking a t  t h a t  document j u s t  a minute, it 
d o e s n ' t  say  Quang Ngai Sec to r ,  it says  MACV, Quang Ngai 
Sec to r ,  there. 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. T h a t ' s  not  t h e  province c h i e f ,  it has nothing t o  
do wi th  t h e  province c h i e f .  

A. I r e a l i z e  t h i s ,  s i r ,  b u t  what I ' m  saying ,  s i r ,  i s  
t h e  way t h a t  documents came i n t o  our o f f i c e  from Vietnamese 
channels I know nothing o f ,  f o r  one th ing .  I d o n ' t  know 
where they came from o r  how they g o t  t h e r e  o r  t h e  means of 
communications. 

Q They de l ive red  them bodi ly?  

A. I do know t h a t  q u i t e  o f t e n  a document p e r t a i n i n g  
t o  one f i e l d ,  such a s  p a c i f i c a t i o n ,  was de l ive red  t o  another  
element. We had so  many d i f f e r e n t  people i n  Quang Ngai C i t y  
i n  such p laces  a s  t h e  embassy and the  mobile SIA, S3 opera t ions .  
Now, l e t ' s  s e e ,  when I f i r s t  went t h e r e ,  S3 opera t ions  was i n  
t h e  back room of Quang Ngai Sec to r .  Q u i t e  f r equen t ly  documents 
were de l ive red  through t h e  S3 opera t ions  and t h e i r  i n t e r p r e t e r .  
The mobile S I A  had i n t e r p r e t e r s ,  and q u i t e  f r equen t ly  documents 
were de l ive red  t o  them. 
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MR MACCRATE: Now t h i s  i s  a document from t h e  d i s t r i c t  
c h i e f  t o  t h e  prov ince  c h i e f  wi th  a copy t o  MACV, Quang 
Ngai S e c t o r .  You've i n d i c a t e d  t o  me t h a t  your  r e spons i -
b i l i t y  was a s  t h e  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  NCO f o r  Quang Ngai S e c t o r .  
~ f  this document came i n  from t h e  Vietnamese channe l s ,  I 
would assume t h a t  t h e r e  would be  a messenger who would 
d e l i v e r  it. Presumably i t  would be i n  an envelope,  and 

. you'd s e e  i t  t h a t  it was opened and then  a s  I understand--

A. ( ~ n t e r p o s i n g )  I f  it w a s  d e l i v e r e d  t o  me, yes  s ir .  

Q Then you would t u r n  i t  o v e r  t o  a t r a n s l a t o r .  Now 
do you have any r e c o l l e c t i o n  of hav ing  s e e n  a l e t t e r  t r a n s l a t e d  
of  t h i s  con ten t?  

A. No, s ir .  

Q 9 
If you had t o  f i l e  t h i s  i n  accordance w i t h  t h i s  

f i l i n g  system t h a t  you t r i e d  t o  evo lve ,  where would you 
have f i l e d  such a document? 

A. There w a s  one f i - l e  t h a t  I c r e a t e d  f o r  t e r r o r i s t  
a c t i v i t i e s  o r  something of  t h i s  n a t u r e .  

Q T e r r o r i s t ?  

A. A t  any ra te ,  i t  d e a l t  w i t h  t h i s  type  o f  i n c i d e n t .  

10: I suppose t h a t  i f  you t a l k e d  about  t e r r o r i s t  
a c t i v i t i e s  t h a t  would g e n e r a l l y  focus  on t h e  enemy a c t i v i t i e s  
though,  would it not?  

A. No, sir,  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  f i l e .  Oh, I c a n ' t  t h i n k  
of  t h e  damn name of  t h e  t h i n g .  I t  w a s  a "lump a l l  f i l e .  '' 
I t  d i d n ' t  d e a l  mainly wi th  enemy t e r r o r i s t  a c t i v i t i e s .  I t  
d e a l t  w i th  a l s o ,  one t h i n g  I can remember, a motorcycle  
a c c i d e n t ,  a t r u c k  running o v e r  a motorcycle.  Now, t h a t  
p i e c e  of  paper  w a s  i n  t h e r e ,  and it was from t h e  America1 
Div is ion .  L e t t e r s  such as t h i s ,  a l l e g a t i o n s  such a s  t h i s .  
A l l e g a t i o n s  t o  t h e  e f f e c t  tha t - -wel l  t h i s  t ype  i n  t h e  f i r s t  
paragraph i s  n o t  t o o  i n f r e q u e n t .  do remember s e e i n g  le t ters ,  
"On such and such a day an Army u n i t  e n t e r e d  t h i s  a r e a  and 
k i l l e d  1 4  cows o r  something of t h i s  na ture . ' '  These l e t t e r s  
went i n t o  t h a t  f i l e  and t h a t  w a s  n o t  under t h e  army f u n c t i o n a l  
f i l e ,  t h a t  w a s  under t h e  CORDS f i l e s ,  probably under M r .  
BURKE'S o r  M r .  MAY'S pe r sona l  f i l e .  

11 
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MR MACCRATE: Now, you i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  from time t o  t i m e  
you cleaned o u t  the  f i les .  Do you r e c a l l  i f  you, a t  , 
any time, c leaned t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  f i l e  o r  would t h a t  be 
one t h a t  would be l e f t  i n t a c t ?  

A.  No. I wouldn't  touch any of those f i l e s .  The 
only f i l e s  t h a t  I cleaned o r  purged were o l d  m i l i t a r y  f i l e s  
t h a t  were of no va lue ,  and very o l d  CORDS f i l e s  t h a t  were 
of no value;  o r  p r o j e c t s  t h a t  had been completed years  be-
f o r e  i n  1963, 1964, and 1965. Anything from 1966 on up I 
d i d n ' t  touch. 

Q . Do you have any r e c o l l e c t i o n  of Captain RODRIGUEZ 
coming i n t o  your o f f i c e  a t  o r  about t h i s  t ime and t a l k i n g  
about any such l e t t e r  a s  t h i s ?  

A. NO, sir,  I d o n ' t .  

Q - Do you have any r e c o l l e c t i o n  of a l e t t e r  such as  
t h i s  o r  any information of t h i s  c h a r a c t e r  being t r a n s l a t e d  i n  
your o f f i c e ?  

A, I can t r u l y  say,  no, sir. I don ' t .  

Q I ' d  l i k e  t o  show you--

A. ( In te rpos ing)  I t  may have happened but  I have no , 

r e c o l l e c t i o n  of it being done. 

10: Before we go i n t o  t h a t ,  Bob, l e t  me pick up t h a t  
p o i n t  j u s t  a l i t t l e .  I f ,  l e t ' s  say ,  t h i s  l e t t e r  was addressed 
t o  province wi th  a  copy t o  go t o  MACV, s e c t o r  and recognizing 
Vietnamese h a b i t s ,  could t h i s  not  have been addressed d i r e c t l y  
t o  l e t ' s  say t h e  MACV s e c t o r  commander, s e c t o r  adv i so r ,  
"personal  "? 

A.  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  ever  seeing "personal"  on any, 
sir.  It could be addressed a s  commander o r  advisor .  

Q - Well, i n  t h a t  event ,  it was probably pe r sona l ,
meaning t h a t  you would--if it were marked personal  would you 
open i t ?  

A.  No, sir,  

Q Probably not?  

A. No, s ir .  If  it was marked personal  I would--
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Q ( In te rpos ing)  Probably make s u r e  t h a t  it would 
go d i r e c t l y  t o  him? 

A. Yes, sir .  

Q Whether o r  n o t  it got  i n t o  your f i l e s  would 
depend upon what subsequent a c t i o n  he took,  would .that be 
a c o r r e c t  assumption? 

A. This  is  t r u e .  Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q - Now suppose t h a t  f o r  t h e  d e l i v e r y  t o  your Quang
Ngai MACV s e c t o r  t h a t  the  copy was given t o  t h e  subsec tor  
advisor  a t  Son Tinh, and it was up t o  him t o  d e l i v e r  it. 
Could he have n o t  hand-carried it d i r e c t l y  t o  t h e  MACV 
sec tox  and bypassed your o f f i c e  a s  f a r  as any degree of 
logging? 

A. Def in i t e ly .  Well as  f a r  as I can s e e ,  t h e r e  
w a s  no reason t o  r e g i s t e r  it o r  log it. There 's  no s p e c i f i c  
c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  on it. 

MR MACCRATE: Sergeant  ANGLE has explained t o  us t h a t  the  only 
documents t h a t  were logged-in were t h e  s e c r e t  documents. 

10: Yes. 

Q - But even i f  they were no t  s e c r e t  though, i f  it 
came t o  you, you would process  it and forward it on. If 
it was an important document, even though u n c l a s s i f i e d ,  very 
l i k e l y  it would have entered  your log? 

A. No, sir. I logged no document except s e c r e t .  

Q A l l  r i g h t .  

MR MACCRATE: I t ' s  our understanding Sergeant ANGLE, t h a t  o u t  
a t  Son Tinh D i s t r i c t  t h e r e  was very l i t t l e  typing c a p a b i l i t y .  
They may have had one typewr i t e r ,  b u t  t h e r e  w a s  a l i m i t e d  
number of people t h e r e  t o  do any typing.  From time t o  t ime,  
i n  providing a s s i s t a n c e  t o  the  d i s t r i c t  headquarters  d i d  you 
do some of the  m a t e r i a l  work, typing? 

A, No, only as  it per t a ined  t o  m i l i t a r y  awards and 
decora t ions ,  reques t  f o r  an ex ten t ion ,  reques t  f o r  l eave ,  
military personnel  mat ters .  I never got  i n t o  t h e i r  typing 
of opera t ions  o rde r s  o r  anything of t h i s  na tu re .  No, s ir .  

APP T-199 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 


Q- I ' d  l i k e  t o  show you Exhibi t  M-30. You ' l l  f i n d  
a c l e a r e r  copy of t h e  document underneath. 

(Witness examines document. ) 

I a sk  you if you ever r e c a l l  see ing ,  a t  s e c t o r  
headquarters ,  a copy of t h a t  document? 

10: What you want t o  do a l s o ,  Sergeant ANGLE, is 
v i s u a l i z e  t h a t  document on onion sk in  and with the  s igna-  
t u r e  as it appeared on t h e  f r o n t  page. A f l imsy,  i n  o t h e r  
words, with a s igna tu re  on it, 

MR MACCRATE: Do you have any r e c o l l e c t i o n  of any such document, 
t h e  p repara t ion ,  hear ing  about i t ?  

A. Vaguely. Vaguely I r e c a l l  something, Not of M y  
Tinh o r  My Lai  o r  how ever  i t ' s  pronnounced, but  this Son My 
V i l l a g e ,  t h a t  vaguely,  i n  t h e  back of  my mind, s t i c k s  f o r  
some reason o r  o the r .  The document i t s e l f ,  no. No, I had no 
knowledge of t h i s .  I know it seems t o  me e a r l y  i n  A p r i l ,  o r  
t h e  l a t t e r  p a r t  of Apr i l ,  sometime, Captain RODRIGUEZ w a s  
down t o  see  me q u i t e  f r equen t ly  and the  same with Major GAVIN. 
Not t o  see me pe r sona l ly ,  bu t  i n  t h e  province headquar ters ,  
and drop by as a f r i e n d ,  over  some i n c i d e n t  t h a t  had taken 
p l a c e  a t  Son My. This i s  a l l  I could say. I d i d  no typing 
f o r  them on it o r  f o r  t h a t  ma t t e r  I c a n ' t  remember r e a l l y  
doing anything f o r  Colonel GUINN on it. 

/ 

Q - Now t h i s  i s  very h e l p f u l .  You say t h a t  you have 
t h i s  r e c o l l e c t i o n  t h a t  sometime during the  month of A p r i l  
Major GAVIN and Captain RODRIGUEZ were down on something 
t h a t  had happened i n  Son My Vi l lage?  

A- Some i n c i d e n t  t h a t  had happened. What it was, 
I j u s t  d o n ' t  know. 

Q. Do you remember with whom they were speaking o r  
what they were doing. What s t i c k s  i n  your mind about t h e  
events of t h e  time? 

A. Nothing except the name, s i r ,  nothing except  the 
name Son My. That i s  the only th ing  t h a t  s t i c k s  i n  my mind 
f o r  some reason o r  o t h e r .  

10: Did you hear  anything about Tu Cung? 
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Nothing. 

Q *  Don ' t  be t o o  h a s t y  i n  answering.  J u s t  t h i n k  now. 
TG Cung, and T 'I1 show you t h a t  Tu Cung is r e a l l y  t h e  v i l l a g e  
of My La i  ( 4 ) .  

A. No, sir. 

Q Did you e v e r  hea r  of  ano the r  one c a l l e d  Co Luy o r  
Co Lay? 

A,  Now t h a t  does s i n g  a b e l l .  

Q Did you e v e r  h e a r  them t a l k  about  P i n k v i l l e ?  

A. N o .  I s t a r t e d  t o  s a y  y e s ,  b u t  I have because of 
t h e  newspapers. 

Q. I know, I know. 

. A. T h a t ' s  t h e  only--

Q.  ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  I Id l i k e  you t o ,  i f  you cou ld ,  j u s t  
p u t  your mind on t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  t h i n g ,  t h a t  c o n v e r s a t i o n ,  
where it took p l a c e ,  and s o  f o r t h .  Things might s t a r t  t o  
f a l l  back i n t o  p lace .  

A. All I can say ,  s i r ,  is  t h e  name Son My r i n g s  a 
b e l l  because of some i n c i d e n t  I may have hea rd  and Major 
GAVIN and Captain  RODRIGUEZ coming down and Colonel  GUINN 
and M r .  MAY d i s c u s s e d  it. Now what they d i s c u s s e d  I d o n ' t  
know. The four of them sa t  down and t a l k e d  f o r  a long ,  
long  t ime ,  f o r  a couple  of  days r e a l l y ,  s i x .  

MR MACCRATE: Well ,  you remember t h e  .-four of them d i s c u s s i n g  
it, M r .  MAY, and Colonel  G U I N N ,  and Major GAVIN,  and Capta in  
RODRIGUEZ? 

A. Sir, I ' m  n o t  going t o  say they  were d i s c u s s i n g  
t h i s  i n c i d e n t  t h a t  you a r e  i n v e s t i g a t i n g .  

Q - Oh,  we unders tand t h a t .  

A, They were d i s c u s s i n g  something. I do n o t  know the 
c o n t e n t s  of  t h e i r  d i s c u s s i o n ,  
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Q W e l l ,  I unders tand you weren ' t  p a r t i c i p a t i n g  i n  
t h e  d i s c u s s i o n  as it went on,  b u t  t h a t  t hey  were t h e r e  to-
g e t h e r  i n  a somewhat l eng thy  d i s c u s s i o n  over  a p e r i o d  of  a 
couple  of days.  Is t h a t  what I unders tood you t o  say? 

A .  Y e s ,  it w a s  about  something t h a t  took  p l a c e  
i n  Colonel  GAVIN's  d i s t r i c t ,  and he t o l d  t h e  America1 
g e n e r a l  t o  s t a y  t h e  h e l l  o u t  of h i s  d i s t r i c t  o r  something 
because of t h i s .  They i n t r u d e d  on h i s  p rope r ty  o r  it may 
have been t h a t  h i s  conduct  of ope ra t ions  w a s  n o t  a long  
t h e  l i n e s  w i t h  t h e  way t h e  prov ince  wanted them, Colonel  
GAVIN wanted them. It seems t o  me t h a t  he a t  one t ime  
conducted an o p e r a t i o n  where he shouldn 't have conducted 
it, This  w a s  a l l  whi le  Colonel  GAVIN was there, s o  I 
know t h a t  t h i s  w a s  i n  t h e  e a r l y  p a r t  o f  my t o u r  of du ty .  

Q You a r r i v e d  a t  t h e  end of March and s o  when 
y o u ' r e  speaking about  A p r i l  i t ' s  j u s t  t h e  beginning of  
your  t o u r .  

10: Well,  I j u s t  want t o  p o i n t  o u t  t o  you h e r e  t h a t  
t h i s  is a map which Colonel  GAVIN used. Major GAVIN used one 
and I would unders tand  t h a t  Colonel  G U I N N  used one q u i t e  
o f t e n ,  because it shows t h e  Vietnamese names f o r  t h e s e  
d i f f e r e n t  p l a c e s .  Such as h e r e ,  Tu Cung, My Khe, Co Luy, 
My L a i ,  b u t  t h i s  is  a l l  Son My V i l l a g e .  Do you remember 
p e s p l e  car ry ing  xaps like t h i s ?  

A. Oh, yes ,  s i r .  

Q The o b j e c t  h e r e  i s  t o  be a b l e ,  when w e  h e a r  
t h e s e  s t r a n g e  names and t h i n g s ,  t o  be a b l e  t o  f i n d  o u t  where 
t h e y  are. 

A .  I j u s t  now l e a r n e d  t h i s ,  sir .  Well t h e r e  was 
something about  one o f  t h e  v i l l a g e s .  Well t h e r e  was always 
something about  t h i s  area i n  here .  A s  I unders tand ,  t h i s  
a r e a  i n  h e r e  w a s  always a troublesome s o r e  s p o t .  

Q Do you remember s e e i n g  o r  g e t t i n g  any r e p o r t s  
concerning women and c h i l d r e n  be ing  k i l l e d  o r  any th ing  l i k e  
t h a t ?  

A. I seem t o ,  vaguely. 

Q From the v i l l a g e  c h i e f ?  
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A. Vaguely, I remember something about  it. Whether 
i t ' s  hea r say  o r  whether it w a s  a w r i t t e n  r e p o r t ,  hones t  t o  
~ o d ,I d o n ' t  know. 

Q Y e s .  

A.  T h e r e ' s  something s t i c k s  i n  my mind, as I s a i d  
s i r .  I have t o  go back and look behind f o r  it, (wi tness  
looks  a t  t h e  c l e a r  copy of E x h i b i t  M-30) Son my, t h e r e  
was an a l l e g a t i o n  aimed a t  t h e  American t r o o p s  had done 
something. I hope t o  God t h a t  I ' m  r i g h t ,  t h a t  t h i s  i s  n o t  
something t h a t  is coming from what t h e  newspapers have been 
saying.  I have been going over  t h i s  i n  my mind. It i s  
j u s t  something i n  the back of my mind t h a t  s t i c k s  on it 
r e a l l y .  

Q - W e l l ,  I t h i n k  what we  want t o  do,  ve ry  f rankly--
Sergeant  ANGLE, where are you l o c a t e d ?  

A. I ' m  i n  t h e  NASSIF Bui ld ing  h e r e  i n  DC, sir.  

Q. Where? 

A. A t  t h e  NASSIF Bui ld ing .  

Q W e l l ,  I t h i n k  we want t o  f i n i s h  t h i s ,  and then  w e  
want t o  g i v e  you a day o r  two t o  t h i n k  t h i s  over .  Then a long  
about  Saturday I ' d  l i k e  t o  s i t  down and t o  have you focus  on 
t h i s  one scene  where you ' r e  g e t t i n g  t h e s e  people  t o g e t h e r ,  t o  
t r y  t o  r e c o l l e c t  eve ry th ing  you can and it'll probably come t o  
you a t  t h e  s t r a n g e s t  times. See i f  you can remember s p e c i f i -
c a l l y  who w a s  t h e r e  and where they may have been s i t t i n g  o r  
what they w e r e  t a l k i n g  about and anyth ing  of t h i s  n a t u r e .  
T h i s ,  f r a n k l y ,  i s n ' t  something we had n o t  known of b e f o r e ,  
because we have t h e  documents and w e  know a g r e a t  d e a l  about  
t h i s ,  but p u t t i n g  a l l  t h e  b i t s  and p i e c e s  t o g e t h e r  is  d i f f i -
c u l t .  I t  w i l l  be h e l p f u l  t o  u s  i f  we have your b i r d ' s - e y e  
view of  t h i s  as it took p l a c e  a t  t h a t  t i m e .  

A .  I j u s t  d o n ' t  know how I can be h e l p f u l ,  s i r ,  be-
cause how can I be s u r e  of  what I saw? I ' m  n o t  s ay ing  t h a t  
I 'rn a liar, b e l i e v e  me, b u t  how can I s i t  down and remember 
something t h a t  is  of s m a l l  v a lue  t o  m e  r e a l l y  because I had 
no need t o  remember? 

Q. T h a t ' s  why it i s  impor tan t  t o  us .  

A, I ' l l  t r y .  
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Q ~ l lr i g h t .  

MR MACCRATE: Well i n  t h i s  connection, do you r e c a l l  any d i s -
cuss ion  about VC propaganda, about something t h a t  had happened 
t h e r e ,  any copies  of VC propaganda t h a t  were being t r a n s l a t e d  
o r  t r a n s l a t i o n s  of it being t a l k e d  about? 

A. NO, sir. 

A l l  r i g h t .  

A. I t  would a l l  follow a p a t t e r n  i f  it would be. 

I0 : A couple of o t h e r  th ings  may have been mentioned 
t h a t  may be of i n t e r e s t  here.  Whether o r  not  t h e r e  was any 
d i scuss ion  from time to  time of t h e  f a c t  t h a t  the  commanding 
o f f i c e r  of t h e  2d ARVN Divis ion may be aware of t h i s ,  Colonel. 
TOAN. Whether o r  n o t  the  name of the  d i s t r i c t  c h i e f ,  Lieute-
nant  TAN was eve r  discussed? 

A. I cannot r e c a l l .  

Q ~ l lr i g h t .  

A. I t  j u s t  draws a blank now, sir.  

Q I We undertand. A s  1 t o l d  you, I hope nobody asks
i-i,e '"-" w r i a L  I did  2 years fro= this da te .  

A. I ' m  going t o  remember from here  on o u t ,  s ir .  

MR MACCRATE: Sergeant  ANGLE, I would l i k e  f o r  you t o  look a t  
t h i s  t r a n s l a t i o n  of a p i e c e  of VC propaganda, p a r t  of our  
Exh ib i t  R-1 and ask you i f  you have any r e c o l l e c t i o n  of it. 
Please  look a t  i t s  two pages,  and t h i s  would a l s o  be on onion 
sk in  paper. A s  you s e e ,  it i s  j u s t  two pages,  s i n g l e  spaced. 
D o  you have any r e c o l l e c t i o n  of typing  such a t r a n s l a t i o n  of 
VC propaganda, seeing something l i k e  t h a t ?  I f  you w i l l  j u s t  
look a t  those  pages I showed you p lease?  

A,  I ' m  so r ry .  

Q - I want you t o  focus on those f i r s t  o f f .  

10: Before you look a t  those Sergeant ANGLE, would you 
t e l l  us j u s t  what you were going t o  t e l l  us about t h a t  time? 
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A.  You know, t h i s ,  was the  admin--I was going back 
t o  t h e  r e c e i p t  of correspondence. 

Q. Well, you were j u s t  about t o  say something? 

A.  Yes, I was, sir. 

Q What were you going t o  say? 

A. You a r e  f a m i l i a r  with t h e  monthly province r e p o r t s  
t h a t  were submitted? 

Q. Yes, I am. I am wel l  f a m i l i a r  w i t h  them. 

A. Well, s o  was I. I c a l l e d  them my monthly per iods.  
I n  one s e c t i o n ,  it r e l a t e d  only i n c i d e n t s  t h a t  happened, t h a t  
took p lace ,  and i f  I ' m  n o t  mistaken, when I f i r s t  went t h e r e  
the  f i r s t  one centered  on an i n c i d e n t  t h a t  took p lace  i n  Son 
My. E i t h e r  t h e  f i r s t  o r  second province r e p o r t  I typed up. 

Q. When would you've typed t h a t  up? 

A. Well they had t o  be on the  plane a t  t h e  end of t h e  
month, so t h e  day I got  t h e r e  I s t a r t e d  typing  the t h i n g .  
Probably about 25 o r  2 8  March. I t  was a very bloody job because 
it was on a s t e n c i l  and 1,remember I had t h e  t h i n ,  hard type.  

Q What d i d  it say,  what did you type? 

A. Well it was a monthly province r e p o r t .  

Q. I know what it i s ,  exact ly .  Yes I know t h a t  r e p o r t  
very well. 

A. I t  seems t o  me t h a t  e i t h e r  the  f i r s t  o r  second one 
t h a t  I typed, i n  one s e c t i o n  of it had a paragraph p e r t a i n i n g  
t o  an a l l e g e d  i n c i d e n t  i n  Son My d i s t r i c t ,  Son My v i l l a g e  o r  
s e c t o r  or  whatever it w a s  c a l l e d .  

Q T h a t ' s  your monthly r e p o r t  t o  CORDS, MACV, r i g h t ?  

A. Right.  

MR MACCRATE: Would that be forwarded through M an an^ or--

A. ( In terpos ing)  Oh, yes. I t  was c l a s s i f i e d  conf i -
dential by me o r  by a u t h o r i t y  given me by Colonel GUINN and 
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s e n t  t o  I11 MAF, Danang. Then 2 5  o r  30 copies  from t h e r e  
went t o  CORDS, M C V  f o r  consol ida t ion  and then forwarded t o  
t h e  S t a t e s .  

10: Did you n o t  a l s o  send a copy d i r e c t  t o  CORDS, 
MACV? 

A. No, no. No, a c o u r i e r  came by. A Marine c o u r i e r  
came by on a CORDS a i r c r a f t  and picked these  up, and I bun-
d led  up between 2 5  and 30 copies and gave those copies  d i rec -  
t l y  t o  him. 

Q Yes. 

A. The only o t h e r  d i s t r i b u t i o n  I made was one copy 
t o  each of the  inpu t  o f f i c e s ,  mobile S I A ,  S 3 ,  PSYOPs, and i n  
another  minute I ' l l  remember everybody t h e r e ,  PSYOPs and 
t h e  Embassy House and the  refugee people. Each of those  
g o t  a copy. That ' s  t h e  only o t h e r  d i s t r i b u t i o n .  

MR MACCRATE: Now back t o  the document I handed you a moment 
ago? 

A. I d o n ' t  have t o  read the  whole th ing .  I can read 
two paragraphs,  i t ' s  n o t  f a m i l i a r .  

Q. Well go over t o  the  top  of t h e  second page and 
see t h a t  it becomes a l i t t l e  more s p e c i f i c .  

(The witness  d i d  as requested.)  

A. I wish t h a t  I could r e c a l l ,  p i c t u r e  it i n  my mind. 
This i s n ' t  what I have been speaking o f .  I t  had something 
t o  do with a v i l l a g e  c h i e f .  

10: Was t h e r e  any t a l k  about the  v i l l a g e  ch ie f  being 
i n  a re fugee  camp o r  d i d  they mention h i s  name? Was h i s  name--

A. ( In te rpos ing)  Even i f  you mentioned it it would 
not be f a m i l i a r ,  I don1t think anyway, 

Q. Was it anything l i k e  NGUYEN? Does t h a t  mean any-
th ing?  

A, No. I t  might have been a v i l l a g e  ch ie f  t h a t  was 
k i l l e d  due t o  poor defenses t h a t  were s e t  up. 
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MR MACCRATE: Had t h e  v i l l a g e  c h i e f  gone i n  t o  see Major GAVIN, 
c a p t a i n  RODRIGUEZ? 

A. No, no. I wouldn ' t  know anyth ing  a b u t  t h a t .  

Q W e l l ,  w a s  it i n  t h i s  c o n t e x t  t h a t  you--

A.  ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  No sir, pardon. What I ' m  t r y i n g  t o  
remember i s  what t h e  General  has asked me t o  remember, and I 
keep t r y i n g  t o  p u t  a p i e c e  t o g e t h e r  and a p i e c e  t o g e t h e r  t h e r e .  
I s a i d  w i t h  a l l  s i n c e r i t y  it w a s  an i n c i d e n t  t h a t  occu r red ,  
and t o  me it w a s  an i n c i d e n t  of some t y p e  of a l l e g a t i o n s  a g a i n s t  
American f o r c e s .  I t  was w i t h i n  Son Tinh D i s t r i c t  and it w a s  
i n  t h e  f irst  p a r t  of  my t o u r  of duty .  

10: Did it have t o  do w i t h  people  g e t t i n g  k i l l e d  by 
art i l lery o r  gunsh ips?  

A .  I t  might have been a r t i l l e r y ,  it might have been.  
There w a s  d u r i n g  my t o u r  of  du ty  an i n c i d e n t  of a r t i l l e r y  
o r  d e a t h s  due t o  a r t i l l e r y  somewhere w i t h i n  t h e  prov ince .  

Q W e l l  t h i s  would n o t  be j u s t  one. This  would be one 
o f  some magnitude. 

C 

A&-. This 2 s  I rzzz ,~Aervas cf p r e t t y  b i g  magnitzde acd 
t h e  a r t i l l e r y ,  b u t  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  it 's t h e  i n c i d e n t .  

Q. D i d  you h e a r  anyth ing  about Task Force  Barker men-
t i o n e d  i n  t h e  conve r sa t ion?  O r  C/1/20? 

A. I might of hea rd  of  Task Force Barker  b u t  I c o u l d n ' t  
say  hones t ly .  I may have heard  it i n  j u s t  a p a s s i n g  sense  o r  
overheard it r e a l l y .  No one spoke t o  m e  of it. 

Q. W e l l ,  I recognize  t h a t  r e a l l y  what y o u ' r e  s o r t  of  
do ing  i s  r e p o r t i n g  on a l i t t l e  eavesdropping o r  l i s t e n i n g .  
Working and l i s t e n i n g  o u t  of one ear, which i s  q u i t e  normal, 
because you are working i n  a very t i g h t  space  t h e r e .  I know 
where you w e r e  working and we unders tand  t h e  s i t u a t i o n  t h e r e .  

A .  Right .  Understand,  s i r ,  t h a t  my main job--the on ly  
r ea son  I went t o  t h a t  damn p l a c e  i n  t h e  f i r s t  p l a c e  w a s  t o  go 

. o u t  i n  t h e  f i e l d ,  because I am a 71F, a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  s u p e r v i s o r .  
I had been t o l d  by many people  t h a t  people  were n o t  g e t t i n g  
a good break s o  I passed up a desk ab t h e  MACV compound. I 
went t o  t h e  f i e l d  and my main miss ion  t h e  day I s t epped  i n  
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t h e r e ,  and I th ink  i f  you asked Colonel G U I N N  he 'd  t e l l  you 
t h e  same t h i n g ,  w a s  t o  support  the  m i l i t a r y  s o l d i e r s .  And 
I d id .  The eavesdropping, i f  I d i d ,  could very we l l  be be-
cause I had t o  a t  the  same time run the  e f f i c i e n c y  of t h e  i 

paperwork f o r  t h e  province headquarters .  

Q .  Now you undertand, when I mentioned you over-
hearing something, and maybe eavesdropping is a poor word, 
you can 't he lp  but hear .  

A. T h a t ' s  t r u e .  I wholeheartedly agree ,  sir .  You 
have t o  be i n  a l i t t l e  b i t  of everything,  and I was i n  on a 
l i t t l e  b i t .  

MR MACCRATE: Well you might, Sergeant ANGLE, t ake  a look a t  
t h i s  f u r t h e r  p iece  of VC propaganda, Exhib i t  M - 3 5 ,  and see  i f  
t h i s  r i n g s  any b e l l s  f o r  you? Ties  i n t o  anything you can 
r e c a l l  now? 

(Witness examines document. ) 

A.  I c o u l d n ' t  te l l ,  from looking a t  t h i s ,  sir. 

Q I turned  it f i r s t  t o  the  Vietnamese, now i f  you 
w i l l  t u r n  t h e  page y o u ' l l  have the  English t r a n s l a t i o n .  

(Witness does a s  d i r e c t e d .  ) 

A. The document i t s e l f  is  no t  f a m i l i a r .  

Q What was t h a t  s ta tement? 

A.  My s ta tement  was t h a t  the  document i t s e l f  i s  n o t  
f a m i l i a r .  I ' m  n o t  f a m i l i a r  with the  document and I ' m  no t  
f a m i l i a r  with the  contents  of the  document e i t h e r ,  except  
a s  a rumor o r  somebody t o l d  me one l i t t l e  word back he re ,  
t h e  Korean people,  something about the  Koreans. I remember 
a group of Koreans j u s t  n o r t h  of Son Tinh between t h e r e  and 
Binh Son and somebody t o l d  me t h a t  they were p r e t t y  b r u t a l .  
T h a t  's about a l l .  

I 0  : Have you looked a t  t h e  Vietnamese vers ion  of t h a t ,  
Sergeant  ANGLE? 

A .  Yes, sir. I d id .  
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Q- Well, it has q u i t e  a s t r ange  format t o  i t ,  wi th  
t h e  t i t l e  a t  t h e  t o p  and s o  on? 

A. I t  looks l i k e  p ieces  of  paper  t h a t  I rece ived  
before  from t h e  Vietnamese, r e a l l y .  I r e a l l y  d o n ' t  know 
t h e i r  format. The "cao" I seen on q u i t e  a b i t  of s t u f f .  
What it means I d o n ' t  know. 

MR MACCRATE: Sergeant  ANGLE, I show you a copy of a document 
headed Conf iden t i a l ,  Of f i ce  of t h e  Province Senior  Advisor, 
Quang Ngai Province,  I Corps, CORDS, 31 March 1968, s u b j e c t ;  
Province Monthly Report, and ask you i f  t h i s  i s  t h e  document 
with which y o u ' r e  f a m i l i a r ?  

(Witness sxamines document.) 

A. Well, s i r ,  I th ink  y o u ' l l  f i n d  t h a t  t h i s  i s  my 
typing.  This  i s  t h e  monthly province r e p o r t .  

MR MACCRATE: I n o t e  on t h e  l a s t  page t h e r e  i s  a l i s t  of i n -
co l su res .  

A. Y e s .  

Q- D i s t r i c t  r e p o r t s .  Now, wouid you aiso have typed 
those? 

A. They a l l  f e l l  w i th in  a s t andard  format. We designed 
t h e  format and t h e  information t h a t  we would g e t  from t h e  d i s -
t r i c t ,  w e  would always, and I say we, I must c l a r i f y  t h i s  
because Lieutenant  Colonel GREEN who i s ,  I guess you would 
c a l l  him t h e  a d j u t a n t  r e a l l y  a t  t h a t  time. 

10: He was t h e  deputy sector--

A. ( In te rpos ing)  Advisor, t h a t ' s  c o r r e c t .  

Q T h a t ' s  s i g h t .  You're t a l k i n g  about Lieutenant  
Colonel GREEN, a t a l l ,  colored chap? 

A. T h a t ' s  r i g h t  he was. T h a t ' s  an odd t i t l e  t o o ,  
he was t h e  deputy s e c t o r  adv i so r ,  and Lieutenant  Colonel 
G U I N N  was t h e  deputy province s e n i o r  advisor .  

9. T h a t ' s  r i g h t .  He a l s o  had t h e  t i t l e  of  s e n i o r  
s e c t o r  advisor?  
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A. Senior  s e c t o r  advisor .  He was a co lone l  without  
a home a t  t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  s t age  of the  game. 

MR MACCRATE: But t h i s  r e p o r t ,  as you prepared it, i n  i t s  
complete form, would' ve had the  annexes, t h e  s e p a r a t e  d i s -
t r i c t  r e p o r t s ?  

A. Yes, sir,  as e d i t e d  by Colonel GREEN and myself. 

Q. Do you have any r e c o l l e c t i o n  as  t o  where, i n  t h e  
body of t h e  r e p o r t ,  would it have appeared, t h i s  information 
you r e c a l l  a s  t o  something occurr ing  i n  Son My? Would t h a t  
be i n  the  t e x t  of t h e  body of the  r e p o r t ,  o r  i n  t h e  Son Tinh 
D i s t r i c t  annex? 

A. The annex, i f  I remember c o r r e c t l y ,  had two . o r  
t h r e e  d i f f e r e n t  p a r t s  t o  it, advancement and problems a reas .  
I t  w a s  a r e p o r t  of advancement i n  t h e  d i s t r i c t  o r  r e p o r t  of  
s t agna t ion  a s  f a r  as p a c i f i c a t i o n  was concerned. I t  was a 
r e p o r t  of i n i t i a t e d  enemy i n c i d e n t s  which stopped t h e  paci-
f i c a t i o n  program. S i r ,  I d o n ' t  t h ink  it would have been 
i n  the re .  

Q Well could it--

A. ( In te rpos ing)  I f  it had been i n  he re ,  it would've 
probably have have been under s e c u r i t y  somewhere. 

I0 : Let me r e f r e s h  your memory a l i t t l e  t h e r e .  I 've 
been f a i r l y  c l o s e l y  a s s o c i a t e d  with those too .  The reason 
you typed them is the  f a c t  t h a t  you had t o  p u t  them on m a t s ,  
d idn 't you? 

A.  Yes, sir. A t  that time I was s t e n c i l i n g  them. 

For reproduct ion? 

A. Right. 

Q. They a l l  had t o  be i n  genera l ly  the  same format.  
Even the d i s t r i c t s  would use the  same format, no t  too  far 
d i f f e r e n t  from t h i s ,  by going down and s t a t i n g  progress  and 
then covering problem areas .  I n  many cases ,  they d i d  g e t  
down t o  t h e  n i t t y - g r i t t y  of not  having enough people t o  do 
t h e i r  job and t h i s  t h a t  and the  o the r .  

A. Yes, s ir ,  
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Q .  Then from t h e s e ,  somebody pu l l ed  out a l l  t h e  meat 
and p u t  t o g e t h e r  t h i s  r e p o r t  and wrote the  o v e r a l l  progress  
w i t h i n  t h e  province.  

A.  That's c o r r e c t ,  

Q- So it had t o  be a major p o i n t  i n  t h e  Son Tinh 
District r e p o r t .  It should have been l i f t e d  o u t  and a l s o  
included w i t h i n  t h e  body of t h i s  r e p o r t ,  c o r r e c t ?  

A .  I t  should have been. Yes, s i r .  I would say  it 
should have been, yes .  

Q I would agree with you. 

A. However, i f  I ' m  not  mistaken, the l a s t  paragraph 
on t h i s  is requ i red  a c t i o n s .  

Q T h a t ' s  r i g h t .  

A. Under requi red  a c t i o n s ,  a comment could be made 
p e r t a i n i n g  t o  an i n c i d e n t  t h a t  occurred i n  a d i s t r i c t ,  t h a t  
a c t i o n  was be ing  i n i t i a t e d  t o  c o r r e c t  it. 

n 
g o  Possibly, yes.  

A .  I th ink  t h e  i n c i d e n t  t h a t  I ' m  t r y i n g  t o  r e c a l l  
would have been under s e c u r i t y .  Somewhere under t h e  s e c u r i t y  
segment of it. 

Q. - Y e s ,  t h a t  paragraph 4 .  I t  could 've a l s o ,  I b e l i e v e ,  
f r o m  t h e  way you descr ibed  i t ,  might have appeared under 4 .  
That has  t o  do wi th  s e c u r i t y ,  which i s  c o r r e c t .  I t  could have 
appeared i n  your genera l  paragraph. I t  could a l s o  have appeared 
in  my view, under subparagraph d ,  which has t o  do with f r i e n d l y  
s i t u a t i o n s ,  4d. 

A. Possibly. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q. You can see  from what you 've reviewed h e r e  t h i s  
af ternoon t h a t  we a r e  not  going t o  l eave  a s i n g l e  s tone  un-
turned on t h i s  anyplace. So t h i s  is  t h e  reason why any l i t t l e  
b i t s  and pieces w i l l  be very h e l p f u l  f o r  us ,  why we ' re  asking 
You t o  wrack your b r a i n  t o  h e l p  us.  

A. Well, I want t o  do what I can ,  s i r .  I t ' s  my Army too. 
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Q- Right .  

A .  I j u s t  can't remember. 

Q. I know. 

A .  Evident ly t h e  i n c i d e n t  d id  occur o r  something. -. 

Q I ' m  going t o  have t o  Leave Sergeant ANGLE, and 
be fo re  I do leave,  I ' d  l i k e  to ask, once again.  You almost ,  
I th ink  had it r i g h t  on t h e  t i p  of your tongue, b u t  you 
d i d n ' t  q u i t e  come o u t  wi th  it, t h e  name of t h a t  f i l e  aga in  
where you f i l e d  away t h e s e  r e p o r t s  f o r  people. Oh somebody 
clobbered somebody on Highway 1 with a motorcycle o r  some-
body a--

A. ( In te rpos ing)  This w a s  a f a c t ,  t h a t  i n c i d e n t  
w a s  a f a c t .  

Q - 1 know, I ' m  t r y i n g  t o  s e e  i f  I c a n ' t  g e t  t h e  
name of t h a t  kind of f i l e ,  so I can g e t  somebody t o  look f o r  
t h a t  kind of f i l e  t h e r e .  

A ,  I t  i s  i n  t h e  t o p  drawer, s i r ,  of t h e  only secure  
conta iner  t h a t  I had. I t  was about midway back and I t h i n k  
it was c a l l e d  VC i n i t i a t e d  i n c i d e n t s  o r ,  I th ink  t h a t  was 
a c t u a l l y  t h e  name of it. 

Q Was it VC o r  was it f r i e n d l y  i n i t i a t e d  i n c i d e n t s ?  

A. Inc iden t s?  

Q - Inc iden t s  probably i s n ' t  t h e  word because y o u ' r e
t a l k i n g  about when one of t h e s e  Americans a s  f a r  a s  I can. 
see--

A. ( In te rpos ing)  There was no f i l e  i n  t h e r e  of f r i e n d -
l y  i n i t i a t e d  i n c i d e n t s  bu t  t h e  word i n c i d e n t s  i s  probably 
p a r t  of t h e  t i t l e .  

Q I t  was i n  t h e  top drawer of your locked f i l e  cabi -
n e t ?  

A. The o n e  wi th  t h e  combination. 

Q. Yes. 
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A. I only had one wi th  a combination. The t o p  drawer 
of t h a t  f i l e  cab ine t  contained personal  f i l e s  of t h e  province 
s e n i o r  advisor  and r i g h t  behind it were t h e  CORDS f i l e s  t h a t  
were very p e r t i n e n t  t o  t h e  opera t ion .  The nex t  drawer down 
had l a s t  yea r s  f i l e s  which would have been 1967 f i l e s .  Now 
of course t h e r e  was a f i l e  f o r  each subsec tor  under t h e  m i l i -
tary f u n c t i o n a l  f i l e  system, s i r ,  e s p e c i a l l y  1968 which I 
d i d  n o t  remove. There was a r e g u l a r  f i l e  now, and a l l  it 
s a i d  was Son Tinh ac ross  t h e  top ,  and Tu Nghia and Binh Son. 
There were those  f i v e  l i t t l e  f i l e s  wi th  correspondence i n  each. 

Q m  They f e l l  much s h o r t  of what was requ i red  d i d n ' t  
they? The information was submitted and you would t a k e  it 
and prepare  t h e  r e p o r t ?  

A.  The information from each s e c t o r ,  s i r ?  

Q . Yes. 

A .  T h a t ' s  t r u e ,  sir.  We rewrote  almost 90  pe rcen t  
of them. Colonel GREEN s a i d  f i n e  because we d i d n ' t  have t h e  
c a p a b i l i t i e s  t o  r e t u r n  t o  t h e  f i e l d  a t  t h a t  l a t e  t ime r e a l l y .  

Q I know. You s e e  I used to--among o t h e r  th ings  I 
was I F i e l d  Force commander, and I use  t o  have t h e s e  r e p o r t s  
fcr ET:zry przvince  an? ever17 2 i s t r i c t  I n  I1 Ccrps. 

(General PEERS depar ted  t h e  hear ing . )  

MR MACCRATE: I ask t h a t  t h e r e  be  marked f o r  t h e  record  t h e  
monthly r e p o r t  of Q~rangNgai Province dated 31 March 1968 
toge the r  wi th  t h e  D i s t r i c t  Report f o r  Son Tinh D i s t r i c t  of 
the same d a t e .  

RCDR: This  w i l l  be entered i n t o  t h e  r ecord  and marked a s  
Exhib i t  R-14. 

MR MACCRATE: I ask t h a t  t h e  Quang Ngai Province monthly r e p o r t  
dated 30 A p r i l  1968 toge the r  wi th  t h e  Son Tinh ~ i s t r i c tr e p o r t  
of the same d a t e  be entered  i n t o  t h e  record .  

RCDR: It w i l l  be  en tered  i n t o  t h e  record  and marked as 
Exhibi t  R-15. 

MR MACCRATE: I ask t h a t  Quang Ngai Province monthly r e p o r t  
dated 31 May 1968 toge the r  wi th  t h e  Son Tinh ~ i s t r i c tReport 
of the same d a t e  be entered  i n t o  t h e  record.  
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RCDR : I t  w i l l  be  en tered  i n t o  t h e  record  and marked as 
Exh ib i t  R-16. 

MR MACCRATE: I ask  t h a t  t h e  Quang Ngai Province monthly. re -  
p o r t  dated 30 June 1968 toge the r  with t h e  Son ~ i n h  ~ i s t r i c t  
r e p o r t  of t h e  same d a t e  be entered  i n t o  the  record.  

RCDR: I t  w i l l  be en te red  i n t o  t h e  record  and marked as 
Exhib i t  R-17.  

MR MACCRATE: Sergeant ANGLE, I would l i k e  you t o  look at t h e  
f o u r  e x h i b i t s  t h a t  have j u s t  been marked and s e e  i f  you can 
f i n d  a t  t h i s  t ime t h e  information which you have t e s t i f i e d  
a s  having been considered f o r  inc lus ion  i n  a monthly r e p o r t  
s h o r t l y  a f t e r  your a r r i v a l ?  

A. I n  t h e  back of my mind t h e r e  was an a l l e g a t i o n  of 
an i n c i d e n t  and it was connected w i t h  a r t i l l e r y  somehow. I ' m  
n o t  saying it was t o t a l l y  a r t i l l e r y  b u t  t h e r e  was an i n c i d e n t  
involving a r t i l l e r y ,  and a t  t h e  same time involving people 
and damage t o  proper ty  due t o  f i r i n g  i n t o  an a r e a  where t h e y  
were n o t  supposed t o  be f i r i n g .  They had been ordered o u t  
of t h e  a r e a  by t h e  Son Tinh D i s t r i c t  ch ie f  and d i d  n o t  l e a v e  
t h e  a r e a  and because of t h i s  t h e r e  were people k i l l e d .  Now 
t h a t  i s ,  t h a t ' s  what I ' v e  been t r y i n g  t o  remember. T h a t ' s  
t h e  i n c i d e n t  t h a t  I ' v e  been t r y i n g  t o  remember. Now l e t  
me th ink .  Now I ' m  almost p o s i t i v e  t h a t  t h i s  happened i n  
Son Tinh D i s t r i c t  b u t  it seems t o  me t h a t  it happened be- 
tween Son Tinh and Binh Son someplace. I t  d o e s n ' t  seem t o  
m e  t h a t  it was on the--well I d o n ' t  know, you s e e  I never 
looked a t  much--at a map as  f a r  a s  o r i e n t i n g  any of  the 
a reas .  So i f  I s a i d  t h a t  Son Tinh was here  and Binh Son 
was nor th  of it I would mean d i r e c t l y  above it. I t  seems 
t o  m e  t h a t  t h i s  was t h e  case of t h e  i n c i d e n t  t h a t  I ' m  t r y i n g  
t o  r e c a l l .  That it was some where between Son Tinh and 
Binh Son b u t  a l i t t l e  b i t  ou t  i n  t h e  f r e e - f i r e  zone. I 
know t h e r e  was an e s t a b l i s h e d  f r e e - f i r e  zone and a t e r r i t o r y  
t h a t  was c a l l e d  no-man's land ,  r e a l l y .  I d o n ' t  remember 
it a s  P i n k v i l l e .  I can remember it a s  being c a l l e d  t h e  47th.  
I th ink  it was t h e  NVA 47th a r e a  of opera t ion  because t h i s  
was where our  main t h r e a t ,  a s  f a r  a s  t h e  MACV compound was 
concerned, came from. 

e This was where t h e  48th VC S a t t a l i o n  operated?
You remember t h a t ?  

A. Well, numerical des igna t ion  I d o n ' t  know. One 
o f  t h e  NVA o r  VC b a t t a l i o n s  operated exc lus ive ly  i n  t h i s  a r e a  
j u s t  south of Son Tinh o r  j u s t  along the  c o a s t  l i n e  i n  Son 
Tinh. 

Q. W e l l ,  t h a t  would d e s c r i b e  p r e c i s e l y  t h e  a r e a  wi th  
which we ' re  concerned. 
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A.  Somebody t o l d  them t o  move o u t  of t h e  a r e a  t h a t  
they  were going t o  s h e l l  it and it was considered a f r e e -
f i r e  o r  f r e e  zone, what ever  they  c a l l  it. They d i d n ' t  and 
because of t h a t  t h e r e  was some s u b s t a n t i a l  p roper ty  and 
l i f e  l o s t .  There was d e f i n i t e l y  some paperwork on t h i s .  
I d o n ' t  remember making a r e p l y .  I d o n ' t  remember process ing  
t h e  paperwork. I remember see ing  it. 

Q Can you i n  any way r e l a t e  t h i s ,  which you have 
been d e s c r i b i n g  t o  us ,  t o  any d i scuss ions  t h a t  you may have 

. overheard among Major GAVIN,  Colonel G U I N N ,  Captain 
RODRIGUEZ or--

A. ( In te rpos ing)  I t h i n k  Colonel GAVIN might have 
mentioned it t o  me, b u t  i n  t h e  r e s p e c t  he was angry because 
of t h e  i n e f f i c i e n c y  a s  he termed it, of t h e  i n a b i l i t y  of t h e  
province t o  a c t .  

Q. Do you have any r e c o l l e c t i o n  of Major GAVIN being 
on l eave  around t h i s  time i n  t h e  s p r i n g  of 1 9 6 8 ,  s h o r t l y  a f t e r  
you a r r i v e d ;  perhaps around t h e  l a s t  p a r t  of A p r i l ?  

A. Y e s ,  he would be on leave.  He would have been 
e i t h e r  going on o r  coming o f f  of leave .  Now, was it leave  o r  
R&R? 

Q- Do you remember him saying  I want t o  t a k e  o f f  by
Eas te r  f o r  l e a v e  o r  anything l i k e  t h a t ?  

A.  Oh, no. I couldn'  t r e c a l l  a s ta tement  l i k e  t h a t ,  
now. They went ou t  on an opera t ion .  I d o n ' t  know when t h i s  
was. I ' m  going t o  have t o  work on t h i s  one t o  remember it, 
probably w a s  i n  t h e  f a l l  of t h e  yea r .  He extended for--

Q *  
t he re?  

( In te rpos ing)  There were s e v e r a l  ope ra t ions  weren ' t  

A. There were numerous opera t ions ,  yes .  

Q. One t h a t  was around 11 t o  13 June? 

A .  This  I c o u l d n ' t  t e l l  you s i r .  Now what I ' m  t r y i n g  
t o  remember, you asked me i f  he was on leave.  Yes Colonel 
GAVIN was on l eave  while he  was t h e r e .  I made a morning r e p o r t ,  
such a s  it was, and I d o n ' t  know i f  I made it a t  t h a t  t i m e  o r  
no t ,  t h a t  he  was on leave .  But i n  t h e  back of my mind I know 
t h a t  he was on leave  a t  one p o i n t  dur ing  my t o u r  i n  Vietnam, 
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because when h e  came back from t h e  l e a v e  he r e p o r t e d  t h a t  he 
had been wounded p r i o r  t o  going on l e a v e .  He'd f a l l e n  o f f  
an APC a t  t h e  end o f  an  o p e r a t i o n  and had r e c e i v e d  a f r a c t u r e d  
r i b .  I a u t h e n t i c a t e d  it and g o t  him t h e  Pu rp l e  Heart f o r  
it, which i s  t h e  r ea son  I can remember t h e  l e a v e .  A l s o  he 
g o t  mar r ied  on one and t h e n  ve ry  s h o r t l y  a f t e r w a r d  he  took 
a n o t h e r  l e a v e  and was d ivorced  on it. A s  f o r  t h e  d a t e s  o f  
t h o s e  I can n o t  t e l l  you. I ' m  n o t  much h e l p  t o  you I ' m  a f r a i d .  

Q. You're be ing  very  h e l p f u l  Se rgean t  ANGLE i n  
h e l p i n g  t o  f i l l  i n  some of  t h e  p i e c e s  h e r e ,  and it g i v e s  
u s  d a t e s  around which w e  can r e l a t e  t h i n g s ,  which i s  ex-
a c t l y  what we ' r e  faced  w i t h  doing a t  t h i s  t ime .  Th i s  i s  
ve ry  h e l p f u l  t o  u s .  

A. W e l l  it w a s  t h e  same o p e r a t i o n  t h a t  Se rgean t  
NEUAMAN g o t  h i t ,  and he w a s  medevacld t o  Chu La i .  I know 
t h e r e  was an e n t r y  made on t h a t .  I made a c a s u a l t y  r e p o r t  
on it. I a l s o  made one on Colonel  GAVIN when he came back.  
Now t h e  Red C r o s s  would s u b s t a n t i a t e  t h e  second l e a v e  
because  it  w a s  a l e a v e  due t o  a dea th  i n  t h e  fami ly .  H i s  
f i r s t  l e a v e  on an e x t e n s i o n .  Now I t h i n k  t h a t  Colonel  GAVIN, 
he might ve ry ,  ve ry  p o s s i b l y  have been on an R&R f o r  a normal 
7 day l e a v e  when I f i rs t  a r r i v e d  i n  count ry ,  j u s t  going 
o r  j u s t  coming, o r  he  could  have been going t o  Hawaii f o r  
Easter f o r  R&R. I d o n ' t  know r e a l l y .  

R - W e l l ,  t h e  r e c o r d s  w e  have examined i n d i c a t e  a '  
l e a v e  beg inn ing  on 1 5  A p r i l .  

A. ~ t ' sve ry  ~ o s s i b l e  r e a l l y .  I mean I could t a k e  
a look a t  t h e  morning r e p o r t  e n t r y  t h a t  I made and v e r i f y  
it. But I can't v e r i f y  it w i t h o u t  looking  a t  it. 1'11 t a k e  
your  word f o r  i t ,  sir ,  

RCDR : Sergean t  ANGLE, do you remember NEUAMANN ' s f i r s t  
name o r  rank o r  any th ing  l i k e  t h a t ?  

A.  SFC. 

Q- SFC? H i s  f i r s t  name? 

MR MACCRATE: N-E-U-M-A-N? 
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A. Wait a minute. N-E-U-A-M-A-N. No, I d o n ' t  remember 
h i s  f i r s t  name. A wild  guess,  f o r  some odd reason o r  o t h e r ,  
I would say Paul .  

Q .  D o  you know where he i s  today? 

A. N o ,  he was medevac'd t o  Chu ~ a iand from Chu Lai  
t o  Japan. I have no i d e a  where he went. This  has  been some 
time ago. I wouldn ' t  mind knowing where he i s ,  r e a l l y .  H e  
was a very f i n e  s o l d i e r .  

COL ARMSTRONG: When was t h i s  i n  your t o u r ,  do you r e c a l l ?  
' 

A. Pardon? 

Q About what t ime pe r iod  was t h i s  i n  your tour?  Do 
you r e c a l l ?  

A. Well, I was t r y i n g  t o  p lace  it, s i r .  I t  seems t o  
m e  it w a s  around August, September, October, November, some-
where i n  t h e r e .  August would be too  e a r l y .  

Q- I n  o t h e r  words y.ou had served with SGT NEUAMANN f o r  
a pe r iod  of t ime? 

A .  Oh, yes .  

' Q. Was he t h e r e  when you a r r i v e d  o r  d i d  he r e p o r t  i n  
a f t e r  you a r r i v e d ?  

A. No, he  came i n  a f t e rwards ,  he came i n  a f t e r  I 
a r r i v e d .  I made f r i e n d s  with t h e  people a t  Son Tinh, more 
s o  than  I d i d  wi th  anybody e l s e  because they  were c l o s e r  and 
t o  go up t h e r e  and spend t h e  n i g h t  was l i k e  going t o  t h e  b i g  
c i t y .  I t  gave me a chance t o  j u s t  g e t  o u t  i n  t h e  f i e l d  and 
enjoy a q u i e t  evening loading  mortar tubes  f o r  them, you 
know. But I s p e n t  q u i t e  a b i t  of t ime wi th  t h e  people a t  Son 
Tinh r e a l l y .  I d i d n ' t  go up t h e r e  f o r  bus iness  although I d i d  
conduct bus iness .  The e x t e n t  of it was j u s t  enjoyment. So 
the re fo re  I k e p t  t r a c k  of them a l i t t l e  more than  I d i d  t h e  
o the r s .  T h a t ' s  t h e  reason I know Colonel GAVIN and h i s  pro-
blem of g e t t i n g  married and Captain RODRIGUEZ go t  ou t  of t h e  
Army. I helped him process  h i s  d ischarge  o r  i t  wasn ' t  a d i s -
charge. He r e t i r e d  from s e r v i c e .  He'd served  as an e n l i s t e d  
man and then  g o t  a commission and had a very d i f f i c u l t  time 
r e t i r i n g  because of  l o s t  paperwork. I n  f a c t ,  MACV kep t  him 
in Saigon f o r  a month and then  s e n t  him back t o  Danang and 
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kept  him f o r  another  month and then  s e n t  him back t o  Saigon. 
I was w e l l  aware of h i s  problem the re .  

MR MACCRATE: Have you been i n  touch with Captain RODRIGUEZ 
s i n c e  t h a t  time? 

A .  Oh, no. H i s  home is  one of t h e  i s l a n d s ,  Puer to  
Rico o r  some p lace  and I ' v e  never heard from him a f t e r  t h a t .  

Q. Have you r e c e n t l y  been i n  touch with any members 
of your o ld  team? 

A .  Yes sir ,  I have. I ' v e  seen Colonel GAVIN. Colonel 
GAVIN l i v e s  r i g h t  i n  Alexandria and my wife  and I were g u e s t s  
of h i s  one n i g h t  f o r  h i s  famous Bloody Mary d r i n k  and a l s o  I 
wanted my wife  t o  meet him. I ' m  very fond of Colonel GAVIN.  
I t h i n k  h e ' s  a  very good s o l d i e r .  

Q. When was t h i s  Sergeant ANGLE? 

A. During t h e  Christmas season, j u s t  before  o r  j u s t  
a f t e r .  I know it was between New Years. I c o u l d n ' t  t e l l  you 
t h e  exac t  d a t e ,  though it was a couple weeks back. 

Q.  Did you--

A .  ( In te rpos ing)  I t  was a f t e r  he  had been he re ,  s i r .  
A l t h o u g h  we d . t d n l t  d i s c u s s  i t  h e  told me h e  had been puesti.oned, 
The a r t i c l e s  i n  t h e  newspaper r e l a t e d  t h i s  t o  m e  because h i s  
name was i n  t h e  newspapers. This  was t h e  e x t e n t  of i t .  W e  
t a l k e d  about o l d  t imes.  That was about  it, l i s t e n e d  t o  music. 

Q Had you seen  him p r i o r  t o  t h a t  t ime? 

A .  I had t a lked  t o  him on t h e  phone p r i o r  t o  t h a t  t i m e  
s e v e r a l  t imes.  He was working i n  Belvoir  and q u i t e  busy and 
I was j u s t  g e t t i n g  s t a r t e d  too .  We h a d n ' t  had a chance t o  g e t  
t o g e t h e r  u n t i l  Christmas. 

Q. A f t e r  t h i s  broke i n  t h e  papers and was a mat t e r  of 
pub l i c  a t t e n t i o n  and p r i o r  t o  t h e  time t h a t  you a c t u a l l y  m e t  
w i th  h i m  during t h e  Christmas period, had you ha.d any conver-
s a t i o n s  wi th  Colonel GAVIN? 

A. When I came back, some time i n  May I c a l l e d  him t o  
t e l l  him I was back i n  t h e  DC a r e a  and I t a l k e d  t o  him two o r  
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t h r e e  t imes a f t e r  t h a t  over t h e  phone, and we t a l k e d  about ,  
we l l  a f t e r  he l e f t ,  t h e  th ings  t h a t  happened. W e  l o s t  
people and I t o l d  him of t h i s  and I t o l d  him t h a t  h i s  
successor ,  t h e  man he l e f t  i n  charge,  was doing a good job. 
W e  were t a l k i n g  about awards and decora t ions  and he wanted 
t o  know where they  were and I t o l d  him I had processed them. 
I mean it was s t r i c t l y  t h i s  type of conversa t ion ,  r e a l l y ,  
O f  course I was concerned about h i s  personal  l i f e ,  how he 
w a s  g e t t i n g  along. He was asking  me how I was g e t t i n g  along. 

0 Have you been i n  touch wi th  any of t h e  o t h e r  
members of t h e  team? 

A. N o .  No, I haven ' t  seen one r e a l l y .  

MR MACCRATE: Sergeant ANGLE, you have indeed been h e l p f u l  
i n  sha r ing  your r e c o l l e c t i o n s  with us today and he lp ing  us 
pu t  a few t h i n q s  toqe the r .  A s  General PEERS ind ica ted  t o  
you, we would i i k e  you t o  cont inue t o  focus upon t h i s  i f  
you w i l l ,  and s e e  i f  any f u r t h e r  b i t s  and p ieces  f i t  t o g e t h e r-
f o r  you. We know where-you can be reached,  and you know 
where we can be reached. We would l i k e  t o  keep an open 
l i n e  between us  a t  t h i s  time. There may be some a d d i t i o n a l  
ques t ions  t h a t  we may have f o r  you a f t e r  we have followed up 
on what you have given us today and p laces  t o  look,  f i l e  
names and such th ings  and--

A. ( In te rpos ing)  There was a f i l e  on i n c i d e n t s  and 
o t h e r  t h i n g s  and t h e  t i t l e  I c a n ' t  say.  There i s  somewhere 
a p iece  of paper d e a l i n g  wi th  what I s a i d  about t h e  f r e e - f i r e  
zone, moving t h e  people o u t  somewhere around Son Tinh, t h e  
a r t i l l e r y  s h e l l i n g  them and having damage. There i s  an in-
c i d e n t  r e l a t i n g  t o  t h i s ,  otherwise I wouldn ' t  know what t h e  
h e l l  I was t a l k i n g  about and I wouldn ' t  make it up. T h a t ' s  
recorded somewhere on some piece  of paper,  i n  t h a t  f i l e .  

MR MACCRATE: Well, w e  w i l l  r e c e s s  a t  t h i s  t i m e .  

(The hear ing  recessed a t  1757 hours ,  21 January 
1970.) 
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SUMMARY O F  TESTIMONY 

WITNESS: BURKE, Robert T .  

DATE O F  TESTIMONY: 21  January 1 9 7 0  

PLACE O F  TESTIMONY: Pentagon 

WITNESS SUSPECTED OF:  N/A 

COUNSEL: None 

DUTY ASSIGNMENT: Sen io r  Advisor ,  Quang Ngai Province  
(25 May 1 9 6 8  - June  1 9 6 9 ) .  

The w i t n e s s  r e p l a c e d  M r .  MAY, who l e f t  b e f o r e  t h e  
w i t n e s s  a r r i v e d  (pg. 2 ) .  H e  was n o t  aware of  any th ing  
unusual  o c c u r r i n g  i n  t h e  Son My a r e a ,  and he  d i d  n o t  know 
o f  any i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  by Colonel  K H I E N  (pg.  5 ) ,  b u t  he 
r e c a l l e d  one t ime when K H I E N  spoke a t  l e n g t h  w i t h  t h e  
v i l l a g e r s  (pgs .  6 ,  7 ) .  H e  d e s c r i b e d  t h e  p u b l i c  op in ion  
survey  (pgs. 8-11) , b u t  s t a t e d  t h a t  it produced no 
in fo rma t ion  on t h e  Son My i n c i d e n t  (pg. 1 0 ) .  He was n o t  
aware o f  KOSTER communicating wi th  any ~ i e t n a m e s e  pe r sonne l  
about an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  (pg. 1 3 ) .  H e  s t a t e d  t h a t  K H I E N  would 
probably have informed Colonel  SWEARENGEN, i f  t h i s  w e r e  
a s e r i o u s  problem (pg. 1 4 )  . 
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EXHIBITS 

EXHIBIT 

NUMBER DESCRIPTION NOTES PAGES 


1 R O D R ~ Z ' Sstatement, YWTtness was not I 

M-30 14 Apr 68 aware of it 


previously . 

11
-

A N ' S  letter t o  KHIEN witness naa n o t  

M-34 11 Apr 68 ( t r a n s )  (Quang s e e n  it p r e v i o u s l y .  11 


Ngal r rov)  

1 


HENDERSON'S r e p o r t  with Witness  had not 

R-1 i n c l o s u r e s  s een  this b e f o r e .  7 
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(The h e a r i n g  reconvened a t  1 0 5 6  hour s ,  21 January  1 9 7 0 . )  

COL ARMSTRONG: The h e a r i n g  w i l l  come t o  o r d e r .  

RCDR : The fo l lowing  persons  are p r e s e n t :  MR MACCRATE, 
COL ARMSTRONG, and MAJ LYNN. 

Sir, t h e  nex t  w i t n e s s  i s  M r .  Robert  T. BURKE. 

(MR BURI<E was c a l l e d  as a w i t n e s s ,  was sworn, and 
t e s t i f i e d  a s  fo l lows :) 

COL ARMSTRONG: M r .  BURKE, s i r ,  have you r ead  and do you unders tand  
t h e  i n i t i a l  i n s t r u c t i o n s  ( E x h i b i t  M - 5 7 )  t h a t  Major LYNN handed t o  
you? 

A .  Yes, I do. 

Q - T o  o u r  m i l i t a r y  w i t n e s s e s ,  w e  d i r e c t  t h a t  t hey  n o t  s a y  
anyth ing ,  b u t  i n  your  c a s e  o f  c o u r s e ,  s i r ,  w e  r e q u e s t  t h a t  you no t  
d i s c u s s  any tes t imony t h a t  you may g ive  h e r e  u n l e s s  you a r e  re-
ques t ed  t o  do s o  o r  r e q u i r e d  t o  do s o  by a p p r o p r i a t e  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e ,  
j u d i c i a l ,  o r  l e g i s l a t i v e  bod ie s  which may be  i n v e s t i g a t i n g  t h i s  
matter. 

M r .  MAACRATE, i s  t h e  S e c r e t a r y  of  t h e  Army's r ep re -
s e n t a t i v e .  H e  voll lnteered t o  a s s i s t  General PEERS o r  t h e  S e c r e t a r y  
of t h e  Army t o  reach  an o u t s i d e r s  view i n  t h i s  m a t t e r .  I ' v e  been 
des igna t ed  by t h e  Chief of  S t a f f  t o  a s s i s t  General  PEERS. 

General  PEERS u n f o r t u n a t e l y ,  w a s  c a l l e d  over  t o  t h e  
H i l l  j u s t  a few minutes ago. H e  may come back i n ,  b u t  we w i l l  
con t inue  on and i n v e s t i g a t e .  General  PEERS i s  c e r t a i n  t o  know 
t h e  subs t ance  of your  t es t imony.  

A. On t h i s  t a l k i n g  about t h e  tes t imony,  i s  t h e r e  a 
gene ra l  guidance on t a l k i n g  t o  t h e  p r e s s  i n  gene ra l ?  I ' v e  
g o t t e n  a few c a l l s  which I ' m  n o t  p a r t i c u l a r l y  d e l i g h t e d  t o  
g e t  from a  newspaper man. I ' m  j u s t  wondering what - -
MR MACCRATE: ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  I n  view o f  t h e  f a c t  t h i s  i s  a con-
f i d e n t i a l  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  t h e  r e q u e s t  has  been made t h a t  t h e  t e s -  
timony given h e r e  n o t  be  d i s c u s s e d ,  and t h a t  i t  n o t  be d i s c u s s e d  
p a r t i c u l a r l y  w i t h  o t h e r  w i t n e s s .  Anything t h a t  f i n d s  i t s  way 
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i n t o  t h e  p r e s s ,  i n d i r e c t l y  f i n d s  i t s  way t o  o t h e r  wi tnesses .  
A s  an a i d  t o  us  i n  a t tempt ing  t o  g e t  a l l  t h e  f a c t s  t h a t  .we 
have and t r y i n g  t o  g e t  r e c o l l e c t i o n s  t h a t  have no t  been a f -
f e c t e d  by in terchange  o f  ideas which can t end  t o  color--

A ,  ( In te rpos ing)  Right.  I f  they ask i f  I ' v e  appeared 
be fo re  t h i s  group, i t ' s  a l l r i g h t  f o r  me t o  say SO? 

Q Oh, yes ,  indeed. I n  f a c t ,  a t  t h e  end o f  each day 
a l i s t  of wi tnesses  who appear before  us  i s  made public. 

A. I f  they ask i n  genera l  about t h e  i n c i d e n t  then  
wha t ' s  t h e  genera l  guidance? Can I say t h a t  I p r e f e r  n o t  t o  
d i s c u s s  it because t h e  ma t t e r  i s  under i n v e s t i g a t i o n ?  

Q That would be an e n t i r e l y  appropr ia t e  response.  

A. T h a t ' s  t h e  one I ' d  l i k e  . t o  make, s o  t h a t ' s  f i n e .  

Q M r ,  BURKE, you were t h e  province s e n i o r  adv i so r  
o f  Quang Ngai Province f o r  what per iod  of time? 

A. From 25 May 1968 u n t i l  June 1969. 

Q I b e l i e v e  t h a t  you replaced  as  province s e n i o r  ad-
v i s o r  M r .  James MAY, d i d  you not?  

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q During t h e  per iod  t h a t  you served  as  province s e n i o r  
adv i so r  who was your deputy? 

A. My deputy was a Lieutenant  Colonel George SWEARENGEN. 

Q He had a c t u a l l y  taken over  t h a t  p o s i t i o n  by t h e  t ime 
you a r r i v e d  on t h e  scene? 

A. No, sir. When I a r r i v e d  n e i t h e r  t h e  s e n i o r  adv i so r  
M r .  MAY nor  h i s  deputy,  Colonel G U I N N ,  were t h e r e .  They had both 
l e f t .  I t h i n k  M r .  MAY had gone about a week o r  two before  Col-
one l  G U I N N ,  perhaps a week before  t h a t .  Colonel SWEARENGEN 
a r r i v e d  about a week o r  two a f t e r  I d id .  

Q Who was i t  t o  whom you turned i n  t h i s  t r a n s i t i o n  
pe r iod  t o  b r i n g  you i n t o  t h e  scene? 
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some s t r a i n  o r  l a c k  o f  r a p p o r t  between Colonel  XHIEN and both 
t h e  s e n i o r  a d v i s o r  and t h e  deputy s e n i o r  a d v i s o r  which might 
have worked i t s  way o u t .  But r e a l l y  from t h e  T e t  a t t a c k  t o  t h e  
t i m e  t hey  l e f t  was o n l y  a couple  months. I had been t h e  deputy 
s e n i o r  a d v i s o r  i n  P l e i k u  b e f o r e  coming t o  Quang Ngai and had 
t o  come t o  t h e  r e a l i z a t i o n ,  a t  l e a s t  t h e  p e r s o n a l  b e l i e f ,  t h a t  
t h e  b e s t  way t o  work w i t h  a p rov ince  c h i e f  w a s  f i r s t  of a l l  t o  
t r y  t o  g e t  o r i e n t e d  on what he  w a s  t r y i n g  t o  do and what his 
problems were. I was c e r t a i n l y  a g a i n s t  go ing  i n  and s t a r t i n g  
t o  g i v e  him adv ice  o r  i n t e r f e r e n c e  o r  even t o  heavy presence  
I ' d  s a y ,  i n i t i a l l y .  I t r i e d  t o  make it  c l e a r  t o  him t h a t  I 
wanted t o  h e l p  him, t h a t  I was t h e r e  t o  l e a r n ,  e t  c e t e r a .  So 
I s p e n t  a p e r i o d  of  t h e  f i r s t  2 o r  3 months j u s t  s i t t i n g  i n  wi th  
Colonel  K H I E N  on h i s  mee t ings ,  accompanying him on v i s i t s  t o  
t h e  f i e l d ,  v i s i t i n g  a l l  t h e  s e r v i c e  c h i e f s  t h a t  he had on t h e  
c i v i l i a n  s i d e  of  t h e  government and t r y i n g  t o  g e t  a f e e l  f o r  
t h e  problem. I c e r t a i n l y  d i d n ' t  propose programs t o  him o r  any-
t h i n g  o f  t h a t  n a t u r e  i n  t h a t  pe r iod .  

Do you speak Vietnamese? 

A .  I speak French and n o t  ~ i e t n a m e s e .  

Q Do you have any r e c o l l e c t i o n  a t  t h e  t i m e  of your  
a r r i v a l  o r  s h o r t l y  t h e r e a f t e r  of  any d i s c u s s i o n s  about  t h e  
a r e a  i n  t h e  e a s t e r n  p a r t  of  Son Tinh D i s t r i c t  ove r  i n  t h e  Son 
My V i l l a g e  a r e a ?  Any d i s c u s s i o n  of  t h e  c o n d i t i o n s  t h e r e  o r  o f  
m i l i t a r y  o p e r a t i o n s  t h a t  had been i n  t h a t  a r e a ?  

A. I was n o t  aware of any th ing  s p e c i f i c  about t h a t  a r e a  
i n  t h e  e a r l y  months t h a t  I was t h e r e .  I t  was p r e t t y  g e n e r a l l y  
accep ted  t h a t  so -ca l l ed  P i n k v i l l e  was a VC a r e a .  I h e a r d  r e f -
e r ences  t o  it and s o  on.  There were o p e r a t i o n s  which w e r e  con-
duc ted  i n t e r m i t t e n t l y  i n  P i n k v i l l e  bo th  by t h e  America1 ~ i v i s i o n  
and t h e  2 d  ARVN Div i s ion .  Every few months, I g o t  t h e  impression,  
maybe every  2 months, t hey  d i d n ' t  amount t o  ve ry  much i n  t h a t  
t h e y  were sweeps through t h e  a r e a  and never  any a t tempt  made t o  
ho ld  it, never  any l a s t i n g  e f f e c t .  I was c e r t a i n l y  n o t  aware of 
any th ing  unusual  about  any p a r t i c u l a r  o p e r a t i o n  hav ing  gone i n  
t h e r e .  

Q Do you have any r e c o l l e c t i o n  of  an o p e r a t i o n  i n t o  t h e  
Son M y  a r e a  i n  June of 1 9 5 8  s h o r t l y  a f t e r  you a r r i v e d  i n  which 
Colonel  K H I E N  p e r s o n a l l y  p a r t i c i p a t e d ?  
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A. NO, s ir .  

Q Do you have any r e c o l l e c t i o n  of an o p e r a t i o n  d u r i n g
which t h e r e  w a s  a c o l l i s i o n  of  U.S. h e l i c o p t e r s  and Colonel  BAR-
KER was k i l l e d ?  This  would be about  1 3  June  1 9 6 8 .  Does t h i s  
strike any r e spons ive  chord? 

A. No, sir.  I may have heard  about  it, b u t  it d o e s n ' t  
r e a l l y  connec t  w i t h  any th ing  t h a t  I was c l o s e  t o  o r  involved i n .  

Q Do you have any r e c o l l e c t i o n  of  a few months a f t e r  
t h a t ,  perhaps  August,  September 1968, y o u ' r e  go ing  o u t  i n t o  t h e  
Son My a r e a  a long  Route 521, t h e  c o a s t a l  road t h a t  comes up from 
Quang Ngai C i t y  and o u t  through P i n k v i l l e  o r  My L a i  (1) t o  t h e  
sea? Do you have any r e c o l l e c t i o n  o f  p roceeding  o u t  t h e r e  w i t h  
Colonel  K H I E N  and  engaging i n  d i s c u s s i o n s  w i t h  v i l l a g e r s  a long  
t h e  road? 

A. NO,  sir. 

10. A r e  you a b l e  t o  l o c a t e  t h i s  Highway 5 2 1  and t h e  c i t - -
a d e l  which i s  t h a t  squa re  b lock  on t h e  l e f t  hand s i d e  of t h e  road 
a s  y o u ' r e  p roceeding  t o  t h e  sea. Then down t o  t h e  sou th  of  t h e  
road and f u r t h e r  t o  t h e  e a s t  you have H i l l  85 about  where t h e  co-
o r d i n a t e  number 77 appears  i n  t h a t  orange space  on t h e  map. We 
unders tand t h a t  t h e r e  was an o b s e r v a t i o n  h i l l  t h e r e .  Does any 
of t h i s  b r i n g  back t h e  recol-lection? 

A. I went on one o b s e r v a t i o n  o f  an o p e r a t i o n  wi th  Col-
o n e l  K H I E N .  It w a s  s h o r t l y  a f t e r  I a r r i v e d .  I j u s t  c a n ' t  p i n  
it down, b u t  w e  went a long  t h e  road  which goes from Route 1 o u t  
toward NuF Ngang. W e  went o u t  p a s t  t h e  mountain which i s  h e r e  
( r e f e r r i n g  t o  E x h i b i t  MAP-1) and t h e  1 7 t h  RF Group a s s igned  t o  
t h e  c a p i t a l  w a s  o u t  t h e r e  and had some c o n t a c t  w i t h  t h e  VC. 
W e l l ,  t h ey  w e r e  s topped  and e i t h e r  Colone l  K H I E N  and I went o u t  
t h e r e  t o g e t h e r  o r  h e  w a s  o u t  t h e r e  and I came o u t  l a t e r ,  I d o n ' t  
remember. I remember w e  were bo th  t h e r e .  My r e c o l l e c t i o n  was 
%t w a s  on ly  a k i l o m e t e r  o r  s o  east  o f  Buddha Mountain which would 
p l a c e  it somewhere i n  he re .  

Q - And you had n o t  y e t  reached  t h e  p o i n t  on t h e  road  
where it p a s s e s  t h e  c i t a d e l ?  

A. T h a t ' s  r i g h t .  Y e s ,  s i r .  I remember I was impressed 
by t h e  f a c t  t h a t  Colonel  K H I E N  s p e n t  a l o t  of t ime  t a l k i n g  t o  t h e  
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v i l l a g e r s .  I t  was one of t h e  f i r s t  t imes t h a t  I had been o u t  
wi th  him i n  t h e  count rys ide  t h a t  way. They were k ind  of taking 
cover I guess. There was a l i t t l e  b i t  of f i r i n g  going on. Me 
s p e n t  a l o t  of time t a l k i n g  t o  smal l  groups which was h i s  habit. 
I d o n ' t  know what he said t o  them. Many t imes he would ask them 
about t h e  VC: what they  were doing, where they  were, and also 
ask them about themselves,  where they came from, e t  c e t e r a .  

a m  But no t  speaking t h e  language you weren't able to 
undexs tand t h e  ques t ioning?  

A. That 's r i g h t .  

Q Did you have an i n t e r p r e t e r  with you? 

A .  I d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  s o ,  no ,  bu t  I was o u t  t h e r e  t a l k i n g  
t o  our adv i so r s .  I wasn ' t  r e a l l y  t h a t  c l o s e .  I wasn ' t  s tanding  
wi th  Colonel K H I E N  and t r y i n g  t o  ask him about what he was say-
i n g .  I j u s t  was aware of t h e  f a c t  t h a t  while  I was t a l k i n g  t o  
t h e  U.S. adv i so r s  he was over  t a l k i n g  t o  t h e  v i l l a g e r s .  

Q D o  you have any r e c o l l e c t i o n  of Colonel GREEN on 
t h i s  occasion urging you t o  move o u t  of an exposed p o s i t i o n ,  
and t h a t  a f t e r  he  had g o t t e n  you and Colonel K H I E N  t o  -move t h a t  
mortars  ' a c t u a l l y  d i d  f a l l  i n  t h e  v i c i n i ' t y  -of where you had j u s t  
been? 

A. Yes, s i r .  T h a t ' s  t h e  i n c i d e n t  t h a t  I ' m  t a l k i n g  about. 
I t  d i 6 n 1 t  ses~T~very  hazardous ak t h e  time. I was ~ u i p ~ i b e Gt u  
h e a r  t h a t  they  had mortared t h e  same s p o t  t h a t  we had s topped 
i n .  I went a long a s  a demonstration of support  f o r  Colonel KHIEN 
i n  i n t e r e s t .  I d i d n ' t  r e a l l y  pore  over  t h e  maps o r  d i s c u s s  t h e  
l o c a t i o n s  p a r t i c u l a r l y  so.  I 'm perhaps a l i t t l e  vague about 
t h e  exac t  l o c a t i o n  excep t  t h a t  i t  seemed awfully c l o s e  i n  t o  me. 
I had no ques t ion  we were nowhere near  t h e  P i n k v i l l e  a rea .  

Q Well, a s  you apprec ia te  t h e  d i s t a n c e  from Quang Ngai 
C i t y  t o  t h e  c o a s t  i s  r e a l l y  a r e l a t i v e l y  s h o r t  d i s t a n c e  t o  t r a -
v e l .  Although, -as we understand,  t h e r e  was s u b s t a n t i a l  d iv id ing  
l i n e  between t h e  secure  a r e a  and t h e  VC a r e a  t o  t h e  e a s t ,  s t i l l  
it was a l l  compressed wi th in  a very s h o r t  d i s t a n c e .  

Yes, sir.  

Q Did you t a l k  t o  Colonel K H I E N  regarding  any of h i s  
ques t ion ing  on t h a t  day? What information t h a t  he may have been 
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g a t h e r i n g  from t h e  v i l l a g e r s ?  

A. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l ,  b u t  i f  I d i d  it was i n  very g e n e r a l  
terms.  H e  may have s a i d  h e  was a s k i n g  them where t h e  VC were o r  
something o f  t h a t  s o r t .  There was c e r t a i n l y  no r e f e r e n c e  t o  any 
problem w i t h  U . S .  t r o o p s  o r  any p a r t i c u l a r  p a s t  e v e n t .  A s  f a r  
a s  I was concerned t h i s ' w a s  p a r t  of  t h e  g e n e r a l ,  almost  r e g u l a r ,  
movement o f  t h e  VC coming down, coming i n  c l o s e  t o  Son Tinh D i s -
t r i c t  and t h e n  moving back o u t  again*. The purpose of  t h e  oper-
a t i o n  w a s  t o  t r y  t o  push o u t ,  open t h e  road ,  s e t  t h e  groundwork 
f o r  p a c i f i c a t i o n  aga in .  There was no r e f e r e n c e  a t  a l l  t o  a spe-
c i f i c  purpose o f  g r i evances  o f  t h e  people  o r  any even t  o r  any-
t h i n g  t h a t  happened t o  them t h a t  I was aware o f .  

Q Do you remember him i d e n t i f y i n g  t h e  v i l l a g e s  o r  ham-
l e t s  o r  subhamlets  o f  any of  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l s  t h a t  he ques t ioned .  
Do you have any r e c o l l e c t i o n  o f  h i s  t a l k i n g  about  s t r a n g e  names 
of p l a c e s  t h a t  w e r e n ' t  n e c e s s a r i l y  t h e  names t h a t  you were ac-
customed t o  s e e i n g  on t h e  map? 

A. N o ,  sir.  

Q I t  i s  o u r  i n fo rma t ion ,  M r .  BURKE, t h a t  t h e  names 
by which t h e  hamle ts  and subhamlets  were known by t h e  people  
l i v i n g  t h e r e  w e r e  i n  many i n s t a n c e s  q u i t e  d i f f e r e n t  from what 
we ' r e  accustomed t o  s e e i n g  on t h e s e  maps. 

A. Y e s ,  I t h i n k  l o t s  of t lmes  t h e r e ' s  confus ion  between 
v i l l a g e  and hamlet  names and s o  on. 

Q . Subhamlets? 

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  There w a s  no d i s c u s s i o n  a t  a l l  t h a t  I 
was aware of s p e c i f i c  hamle ts .  

Q M r .  BURKE, 1 ' m  going t o  hand you ~ x h i b i tR-1  and 
i n v i t e  your  a t t e n t i o n  t o  t h e  i n c l o s u r e :  two page p i e c e  of  VC 
propaganda. I t h i n k  y o u ' l l  f i n d  on t h e  f i r s t  page what I have 
heard  d e s c r i b e d  a s  t h e  u s u a l  d i a l e c t i c ,  b u t  a s  you t u r n  t o  t h e  
second page y o u ' l l  s e e  a paragraph a t  t h e  t o p  o f  t h a t  page wi th  
somewhat g r e a t e r  s p e c i f i c i t y  o f  i n fo rma t ion  than  might be gen-
e r a l l y  found. ~ ' dl i k e  t o  i n q u i r e  i f  you have e v e r  encounte red  
a s i m i l a r  p i e c e  o f  VC propaganda? 

A. I h a v e n ' t  s een  t h i s  t o  my knowledge. I was i n  t h e  
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embassy i n  Saigon for  3 y e a r s  b e f o r e  t h i s  l a t e s t  t o u r .  I 've 
s e e n  a l o t  o f  t h i s  propaganda. Th i s  p a t t e r n  i s  s o  f a m i l i a r  
t h a t  I ' m  afraid t h a t  i f  I saw t h i s  it might n o t  makle any i m -
p r e s s i o n  on ' m e .  There Is a c o n s t a n t  de luge  of t h i s  sometimes 
w i t h  d a t e s  and sometimes w i t h  t imes .  I ' m  sure that if there's 
a n y t h i n g ' t o  i n d i c a t e  t h a t  t h i s  was w i t h i n  Quang Ngai Province  
and t h e r e  was something t o  i t ,  I would look a t  it ve ry  carefully, 
The flow i s  s o  great t h a t  i t ' s  ha rd  t o  p i c k  o u t  one i t e m  and 
say t h i s  i s  s i g n i f i c a n t .  

Q Well, w e  unders tand  that t h e  g e n e r a l  character s f  
propaganda t h a t ' s  r e f l e c t e d  h e r e  i s  q u i t e  common, b u t  some have 
i n d i c a t e d  t o  us t h a t  something a s  s p e c i f i c  a s  appears  on t h e  
paragraph o r  i n  t h e  paragraph of t h e  second page i s  somewhat 
unusual  i n  t h i s  t y p e  o f  propaganda. 

A. Y e s ,  r i g h t .  I would assume t h a t  i f  w e  saw something 
l i k e  t h i s  j u s t  o u t  o f  i n t e r e s t  w e  ' d  check w i t h  t h e  d i s t r i c t  t o  
see if something happened on t h a t  day. But as I say, I certainly 
w a s  n o t  aware of  it. 

Q I ' d  l i k e  t o  show you a n o t h e r  p i e c e  o f  VC propaganda 
and ask you if you e v e r  r e c a l l  seei.ng t h a t  p i e c e ?  

A .  No, - sir. I never  s a w  t h i s ,  o r  never  r ecogn ize  it 
as such.  

Q W e l l ,  i f  you had seen  t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  piece you 
wol~Ldr e c ~ g n l z eIt would y ~ unet? 

A. Y e s ,  I c e r t a i n l y  would. But a g a i n ,  t h e  leaflets 
were be ing  dropped. Broadcas t s  w e r e  be ing  moni tored.  There 
w a s  a c o n s t a n t  f low o f  t h e s e  t h i n g s .  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  any s i n g l e  
i t e m  would r e a l l y  have caused a t t e n t i o n  t o  be p u t  to it un less  
t h e r e  was something about  it t h a t  i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  it was based 
on a c t u a l  e v e n t s .  

Q 9 Y e s ,  b u t  t h i s  d i d  g i v e  a k i n d  o f  d e t a i l  and r e l a t -
i o n s h i p  t h a t  would be  remembered; 

A.  Y e s ,  s ir .  We had f i v e  'cadre  who w e r e  assigned t o  
t h e  prov ince  t o  do a p u b l i c  op in ion  survey .  Are you a w a r e  of 
this program? 

Q W e l l ,  it would c e r t a i n l y  be i n t e r e s t i n g .  L e t ' s  hear 
your  d e s c r i p t i o n  of  it. 
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p a r t i c u l a r  s u b s t a n t i a t i o n  f o r .  A l o t  of  t h i s  j u s t  f e l l  i n t o  
t h e  rumor ca t ego ry .  

Q* D i d  you e v e r  h e a r  from Colonel  K H I E N  o r  from anyone 
on your  American team a5out  a r e p o r t  t h a t  had been made by t h e  
d i s t r i c t  c h i e f  o f  Son Tinh D i s t r i c t  t o  Colonel  K H I E N  i n  A p r i l  
o f  1968 r e l a t i n g  t o  what had o c c u r r e d  i n  t h e  Son My V i l l a g e  a r e a ?  

A. N o ,  sir.  

Q Did you e v e r  h e a r  t h a t  Colone l  K H I E N ,  a t  t h e  d i r e c t i o n  
of  t h e n  Colonel  TOAN, t h e  commanding g e n e r a l  of  t h e  2d ARVN Div-
i s i o n ,  was conduct ing  an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  i n t o  t h a t  a r e a  t o  o b t a i n  
i n fo rma t ion  a s  t o  what had gone on i n  t h e  cou r se  of an American 
o p e r a t i o n  i n  March 1968? 

A. NO, sir. 

Q I ' d  l i k e  t o  show you ~ x h i b i tM-34  which i s  a copy o f  
a l e t t e r  f r o m  t h e  d i s t r i c t  c h i e f  of  Son Tinh t o  t h e  prov ince  
ch i e f  c o l o n e l  K H I E N  o f  11 A p r i l  1968. I ' l l  ask you t o  r e a d  t h a t  
p l e a s e ?  D o  you have any r e c o l l e c t i o n  o f  e v e r  h e a r i n g  of  such 
a t h i n g ?  

Q No, s ir .  

n.a - I'd like tc chop? y c ~hihi hit x-30  which is -a -n-- - r Y  
of  a s t a t e m e n t  d a t e d  1 4  A p r i l  1968,  Y o u ' l l  s e e  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  
a more l e g i b l e  copy underneath  t h e  r a t h e r  poor  copy on t o p .  You 
w i l l  n o t e  t h a t  M-30 i s  s i g n e d  by Capta in  Angel M. RODRIGUEZ.  
Do you recall  Capta in  RODRIGUEZ? 

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  H e  was t h e  deputy d i s t r i c t  a d v i s o r  under  
Colonel  GAVIN. 

&- Out a t  Son Tinh D i s t r i c t ?  

A. Y e s .  

Q. Were you e v e r  aware t h a t  Capta in  RODRIGUEZ p repa red
such a s t a t e m e n t  a s  t h i s ?  

A. NO,  sir .  
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Q Were you aware a t  any t i m e  t h a t  e i t h e r  Uni ted S t a t e s  
r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  o r  ARVN o r  GVN pe r sonne l  were conduc t ing  an i n -
v e s t i g a t i o n  wij-4. r e s p e c t  t o  what had taken  p l a c e  i n  t h e  Son My 
area i n  March u 1968? 

A. There  was an Army Colonel  from t h e  i n s p e c t o r  gener-
a l ' s  o f f i c e  i n  Saigon who came t o  Quang Ngai, I would t h i n k .  i t ' s  
about  March 1969 o r  February 1969 and--

Q.  ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  P o s s i b l y  a l i t t l e  l a t e r ,  March o r  A p r i l  1969? 

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  t h e  e x a c t  d a t e .  Thinking 
back on it, I t h i n k  he  r e f e r r e d  t o  Task Force Barker ,  b u t  I must 
s a y  t h a t  a t  t h e  t i m e  what he  r e f e r r e d  t o  w a s  unknown t o  m e .  H e  
said,  " D o  you know anyth ing  about  Opera t ion  X I "  and I s a i d  t h a t  
I d i d n ' t .  He p u t  m e  under  o a t h ,  i n  f a c t  he  opened by p u t t i n g  
m e  under o a t h ,  and s a i d  I want t o  ask you t h i s .  I t  rang  no b e l l  
w i t h  me. Afterwards  h e  asked i f  t h e r e  were anybody e l s e  who 
might have known about  it.  I t h i n k  I asked Ed DILLERY. I t  d i d  
n o t - r i n g  a b e l l  w i t h  him. When we had been t o l d  of  t h e  v i s i t ,  
t hey  s a i d  it w a s  a p sycho log ica l  o p e r a t i o n .  I t  was conducted 
f o r  p sycho log ica l  purposes  whatever  t h a t  was. I r e f e r r e d  him 
t o  Se rgean t  CARTER. H e  spoke t o  Se rgean t  CARTER a t  l e n g t h .  I 
t h i n k  an hour  o r  so .  We w e r e  p u t  under t h e  same p r o h i b i t i o n  
about  n o t  d i s c u s s i n g  it. So I d i d n ' t  d i s c u s s  it w i t h  Se rgean t  
CARTER a f t e rwards .  Frankly  it was n o t  u n t i l  t h e  pape r s  s t a r t e d  
t a l k i n g  about  My L a i  t h a t  I assumed t h a t  t h a t  was what he  was 
i n v e s t i g a t i n g .  

Q I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h a t  i n t e r r o g a t i o n  by t h e  I G  i n  t h e  
s p r i n g  of  1969 w e r e  you e v e r  aware a t  any o t h e r  t i m e  of a U.S. 
o r  ARVN, GVN i n v e s t i g a t i o n  of  something i n  t h e  My L a i ,  Son My 
a r e a ?  

A.  No, sir. 

Q 
D iv i s ion  
a t  t h e  t 

I g a t h e r  t h a t  General  KOSTER had l e f t  t h e  Americal  
o r  was i n  t h e  p roces s  of  l e a v i n g  t h e  Americal  D iv i s ion  

ime you a r r i v e d  a s  p rov ince  s e n i o r  adv i so r?  

A. Y e s ,  I m e t  General  KOSTER. I t h i n k  he  came t o  make 
h i s  f a r e w e l l  v i s i t  on Colonel  K H I E N .  I m e t  him b r i e f l y ,  once o r  
tw ice ,  and t h e n  he l e f t .  

Q I g a t h e r  from what you s a i d  t h a t  you were never  p r i v y  
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t o  any communications between General  KOSTER and e i t h e r  Colonel  
TOAN, now General  TOAN, o r  Colonel  K H I E N  r e g a r d i n g  any i n v e s t i -  
g a t i o n  i n t o  t h i s  matter. 

A .  T h a t ' s  r i g h t .  I was n o t  aware of  it. 

Q e  
 Do you have any r e c o l l e c t i o n s  o f  v i s i t s  by Colonel  
HENDERSON, t h e  commanding o f f i c e r  of  t h e  1 1 t h  Brigade i n  Quang 
Ngai? 

A. W e l l ,  I knew Colonel  HENDERSON. I ' d  known him be- 
fo re .  I s a w  him o c c a s i o n a l l y ,  u s u a l l y  a t  ceremonies.  He would 
come t o  Quang Ngai a t  t i m e s  t o  s e e  t h e  prov ince  c h i e f .  I t h i n k  
a l l  t h e  b r i g a d e  commanders d i d  t h a t  from t i m e  t o  t i m e .  I ' m  n o t  
aware of  any s p e c i f i c  v i s i t s  o r  c e r t a i n l y  n o t  a long  t h e s e  l i n e s .  

Q - Is t h e r e  anyth ing  now wi th  b e n e f i t  o f  what I ' v e  shown 
you today t h a t  t e n d s  t o  f i t  something back i n t o  a  p i c t u r e  t h a t  
you d i d  n o t  have wi thou t  t h e  b e n e f i t  o f  h i n d s i g h t  and t h i s  o t h e r  
i n fo rma t ion  r e g a r d i n g  any a c t i v i t y  o f  Colonel  K H I E N  r e l a t i n g  t o  
a n ' i n v e s t i g a t i o n ?  I t  i s  ou r  i n fo rma t ion  t h a t  Colone l  TOAN d i -
r e c t e d  such an i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  and a l s o  spoke w i t h  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  
of t h e  America1 Div i s ion  i n  t h i s  connec t ion .  Is t h e r e  any th ing  
t h a t  comes t o  your  mind from your  p e r i o d  t h e r e  t h a t  would sug- 
g e s t  t h a t  such had gone on j u s t  b e f o r e  you a r r i v e d  o r  perhaps  
wi th  even c o n t i n u i n g  i n t o  t h e  p e r i o d  you w e r e  t h e r e ?  

A. No, sir.  W e  had an i n t e g r a t e d  team. I c e r t a i n l y  
t r i e d  t o  keep up-to-date on e v e r y t h i n g  whether  it was m i l i t a r y  
o r  c i v i l i a n .  T h e r e ' s  no q u e s t i o n  t h a t  t h e  normal m i l i t a r y  cha in  
of l i a i s o n  w i t h  t h e  America1 D i v i s i o n ,  e t  c e t e r a ,  was c a r r i e d  on 
a day-to-day b a s i s  by t h e  m i l i t a r y  o f f i c e r s  and u s u a l l y  by t h e  
m i l i t a r y  deputy ,  Colone l  SWEARENGEN, and by myself .  I t ' s  con-
c e i v a b l e  t o  m e  t h a t  t h e r e  could  be  a minor i n c i d e n t ,  payment f o r  
w a r  damage, o r  mor t a r ing  o r  something o r  t h i s  s o r t  which would 
be  handled  r o u t i n e l y  and t h a t  I might n o t  know o f  it. If t h e r e  
were any major problems o f  t h i s  n a t u r e  I would c e r t a i n l y  have 
been i n t e r e s t e d  i n  i t .  I t h i n k  it would have made a  g r e a t  i m -
p r e s s i o n  on m e  and t h a t  I would have i n v e s t i g a t e d  it ,  e t  c e t e r a .  
There w a s  n o t h i n g  t h a t  I r e c a l l  t h a t  i n  any way i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  
any th ing  of t h i s  s o r t  w a s  happening.  

COL ARMSTRONG: Not knowing Colonel  K H I E N ,  cou ld  you g i v e  m e  
your e v a l u a t i o n  o f  what k i n d  o f  man he was. W a s  he t h e  k ind  
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o f  man who would have t a l k e d  t o  you and l e t  you know about  
something o f  t h i s  n a t u r e  o r  any th ing  t h a t  w a s  going on? '  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  I t h i n k  so .  I t h i n k  t h a t  o u r  r e l a t i o n s h i p  
g o t  s u c c e s s i v e l y  c l o s e r .  I n  t h e  beg inn ing  he  may w e l l  have been 
somewhat a l o o f .  But f o r  i n s t a n c e  towards t h e  end of  my tour  
t h e r e  he s t a r t e d  a campaign a g a i n s t  c o r r u p t i o n  which was q u i t e  
a dangerous t h i n g  t o  do. H e  gave m e  a l l  k inds  o f  i n fo rma t ion  o f  
who he was removing and why. H e  spoke f r a n k l y  t o  me about  many 
of h i s  problems which I would s ay  were o u t  o f  a mainstream, 
problems of a p rov ince  c h i e f .  He's a very f i n e  o f f i c e r .  H e  
had an a p p r e c i a t i o n  of  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  i n  wartime t h e r e ' s  going 
t o  be i n c i d e n t s  between t h e  Americans and t h e  Vietnamese, and 
t h a t  t h e r e ' s  going t o  be c a s u a l t i e s ,  e t  c e t e r a .  My impress ion  
is t h a t  he would c e r t a i n l y  n o t  t r y  t o m a g n i f y  o r  make an i s s u e  
of a minor i n c i d e n t .  I f  t h e r e  were a r e a l  problem and i f  h e  
f e l t  t h a t  t h e r e  had r e a l l y  been a s e r i o u s  b reach ,  t h e n  I t h i n k  
he  would e i t h e r  have come t o  m e  o r  t o  Colone l  SWEARENGEN. H e  
w a s  ve ry  c l o s e  t o  Colone l  SWEARENGEN. He made t h i s  d i f f e r e n t -
i a t i o n  a l i t t l e  b i t  about  m i l i t a r y  and c i v i l i a n .  I t  cou ld  w e l l  
be t h a t  he would go t o  Colonel  SWEARENGEN and n o t  myse l f .  CV 

0 

Q When d i d  Colone l  SWEARENGEN j o i n  t h e  team i n  Quang r l  

Ngai? -
'4 J 

A. I t h i n k  it was probably i n  mid-June. ~1; 

Q Was t h e r e  any close b r i d g e  t-o Colonel  TOAN i n  t . h j s  
p e r i o d  immediately b e f o r e  your  a r r i v a l .  Were you aware of any-
one who remained on t h e  team o r  hav ing  heard  o f  anyone who had 
j u s t  l e f t  t h e  team who had en joyed  some degree  of r a p p o r t  i n  
r e l a t i o n s h i p  wi th  Colonel  K H I E N  d u r i n g  t h e  s p r i n g ' o f  1968? 

A. Colone l  TOAN? 

Q No, w i t h  Colonel  K H I E N .  

A. No, , I c a n ' t  t h i n k  of anyone who had more t h a n  t h e  
k i n d  of o f f i c i a l  r e l a t i o n s h i p .  I c a n ' t  t h i n k  of  anyone who w a s  
p a r t i c u l a r l y  c l o s e  t o  him. 

Q We've sensed  . that this i s  one of  t h e  problems of  t h e  
p e r i o d  t h a t  w e  have.  Th i s  t h i n g  seems t o  have occu r red  d u r i n g  a 
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pe r iod  when t h e  r e l a t i o n  between t h e  prov ince  and t h e  adv i so ry  
team was n o t  f u n c t i o n i n g  most e f f e c t i v e l y .  

A. Y e s .  That  could w e l l  be .  

Q Colonel  FRANKLIN h a s  j o ined  us ,  M r .  BURKE. 

W e l l ,  M r .  BURKE, w e  c e r t a i n l y  a p p r e c i a t e  your coming 
i n  today.  If you have any q u e s t i o n s  you would l i k e  t o  d i r e c t  
t o  us o r  any s t a t emen t s  you 'd  l i k e  t o  make f o r  t h e  record  o r  
any th ing  you f e e l  you can add t o  o u r  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  a t  t h i s  t ime  
w e  would c e r t a i n l y  welcome i t ?  

A. W e l l ,  thank you, I a p p r e c i a t e  t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  
g i v e  you what I know, ' b u t  r e a l l y ,  I don 't t h i n k  t h a t  I have 
enough d i r e c t  i n fo rma t ion  t o  r e a l l y  h e l p  you i n  t h i s  r ega rd .  

Q = You d o n ' t  have any i n d i r e c t  channels  t o  s u g g e s t  t o  
us ? 

A. W e l l ,  o f  cou r se  I would be ve ry  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  what 
Colonel  K H I E N  h a s  t o  s ay .  I found t h a t  e s s e n t i a l l y  t h e  problems 
t h a t  w e  wanted t o  f i n d  o u t  what was happening p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n  a 
m a t t e r  t h a t  i n v o l v e s  a c i v i l i a n  popu la t ion  t h a t  i t ' s  r e a l l y  t h e  
Vietnamese who have t h e  b e s t  s o u r c e s .  I f  t hey  t r u s t  and f e e l  
r a p p o r t  w i t h  t h e  American we can u s u a l l y  f i n d  o u t  what happened. 
I h a v e n ' t  had an  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  t a l k  t o  Colonel  K H I E N .  

Q W e  d i d  speak t o  him when w e  were i n  Vietnam. H e  
was very  h e l p f u l  t o  u s .  I t h i n k  I i n d i c a t e d  t o  you f o r  example 
that t h i s  s t a t e m e n t  o f  1 4  A p r i l  was prov ided  t o  us by Colonel  
K H I E N .  T h i s  came from h i s  f i l e s  and--

A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Th i s  i s  t h e  one by c a p t a i n  RODRIGUEZ? 

.Q? Y e s .  H e  gave us much h e l p f u l  i n fo rma t ion  a s  d i d  
Colonel ,  now General  TOAN. W e  had f i n e  coope ra t ion  from t h e  
2d ARVN D i v i s i o n  from p rov ince  and from Son Tinh D i s t r i c t .  

A. And you 've  t a l k e d  t o  Colonel  GAVIN,  I assume? 

.Q* Y e s ,  y e s ,  we have.  

A. How about  Colonel  SWEARENGEN? 

APP T-196 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

Q Do you know where Colonel SWEARENGEN i s  today? 

A .  He's i n  t h e  Pentagon. 

Q But he did z r r i v e  on the scene only a t  about the 
same time you did? 

A. Yes. H e  a r r i v e d  later t h a n  I d id .  bout 2 o r  3 
weeks I would say.  

COL ARMSTRONG: I t h i n k  w e ' l l  r ecess  a t  t h i s  t ime.  

A. Thank you. 

(BURKE) 

( T h e  hear ing  recessed  a t  1 2 0 0  hours ,  2 1  January 
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SUMMARY OF TESTIMONY 


.WITNESS: CONNELLY, John V. 


DATE OF TESTIMONY: 2 4  January 1970 

' PLACE OF TESTIMONY: Pentagon 

WITNESS SUSPECTED OF: N/A 


COUNSEL: N o n e  

DUTY ASSIGNMENT ON 1 6  MARCH 1968: Senior  Medical Advisor 
t o  the Qang Ngai P r o v i n c i a l  Hospi ta l .  

1. THE QUANG NGAI PROVINCE HOSPITAL. 

' a. Area served.  

InMarch Lh-L r r ~ . V A I L ~  -- '--- '  '--1.- b~1953 the kcsFit-l 7 ~ 2 s  Y A I ~ Z ~  
h o s p i t a l  f o r  t h e  e n t i r e  province s e r v i n g  650,000 people 
wi th  only  a 500 bed capaci ty  (pg. 4 ) .  

b. Admittance procedures .  

The h o s p i t a l  could be e n t e r e d  a t  t h e  d i s c r e t i o n  
of t h e  admit t ing  nurse ,  through m i l i t a r y  h o s p i t a l s ,  o r  
d i r e c t l y  from t h e  f i e l d  (pg. 4 ) .  It s e r v i c e d  c i v i l i a n s  
only (pg. 4 ) .  

2 .  KNOWLEDGE O F  THE MY LA1 INCIDENT.  

The wi tness  was unaware of a g r e a t  i n f l u x  of  p a t i e n t s  
i n  mid-March 1968 (pg. 5 ) .  He had no knowledge of anyone 
r e p o r t i n g  an unusual occurrence i n  t h e  Son M y  a r e a  (pg. 5 ) .  
H e  added t h a t  he was never quest ioned by anyone, U.S. o r  
~ i e t n a m e s e ,regarding  any such i n c i d e n t  (pg. 6)  . The 
doc to r  noted t h a t  h i s  concern was t h e  t rea tment  o f  s i c k  and 
wounded and he seldom asked ques t ions  about m i l i t a r y  
opera t ions  (pg. 7 ) .  Although t h e  wi tness  l i v e d  wi th  o t h e r  
adv i so r s  i n  t h e  a r e a  and a t tended t h e  d a i l y  b r i e f i n g s ,  he 
heard nothing concerning t h e  opera t ion  o r  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  
(pgs.  8 ,  9 ) .  
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3 .  OTHER INFORMATION.  

a .  The w i t n e s s  s t a t e d  t h a t  admi t tance  procedures  were 
q u i t e  s imple  and r eco rds  were not w e l l  k e p t  (pgs .  11, 11). 

b. It  was no ted  t h a t  many h e l i c o p t e r s  b r i n g i n g  
p a t i e n t s  i n t o  t h e  h o s p i t a l  l anded  i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  s o c c e r  
f i e l d  (pg.  1 2 ) .  H e  added t h a t  t h e r e  was l i t t l e  cooperation 
wi th  t h e  l o c a l  m i l i t a r y  b s p i t a l  (pg. 1 3 ) .  

c. E x h i b i t s  shown to  t h e  w i t n e s s  a r e  l i s t e d  -below. 
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(The h e a r i n g  reconvened a t  1340 hour s ,  24 January  
1970.) 

I0: The h e a r i n g  w i l l  come t o  o r d e r .  

RCDR : The fo l lowing  persons  are p r e s e n t :  LTG PEERS, 
MR MACCRATE, COL ARMSTRONG, and MAJ LYNN. 

S i r ,  t h e  n e x t  w i t n e s s  i s  Doctor John CONNELLY. 

(DR CONNELLY was c a l l e d  a s  a w i t n e s s ,  was sworn, 
and t e s t i f i e d  as fo l lows : )  

D r .  CONNELLY, f o r  t h e  r e c o r d ,  w i l l  you p l e a s e  
s t a t e  your  f u l l  name, occupa t ion ,  and r e s i d e n c e ?  

A. My f u l l  name i s  John Vincent  CONNELLY. I ' m  a 
p h y s i c i a n ,  a t  p r e s e n t  a s t u d e n t  a t  t h e  School  o f  P u b l i c  
Hea l th  and T r o p i c a l  Medicine,  Tulane u n i v e r s i t y .  My 
p r e s e n t  add res s  is  1300 Canal ,  New Or leans ,  Louis iana .  

10: D r .  CONNELLY, have you r e a d  t h e  i n s t r u c t i o n s  
( E x h i b i t  M-57)? 

A. Y e s ,  sir. I have. 

n u m Do YGU have any q u e s t i o n s  concerning them? 

A.  No, I h a v e n ' t ,  s ir .  

Q D r .  .COENELLY, on my l e f t  i s  M r .  Rober t  MACCRATE. 
M r .  MACCRATE i s  a c i v i l i a n  a t t o r n e y  and h e ' s  vo lun tee red  h i s  
s e r v i c e s  t o  S e c r e t a r y  RESOR t o  ass is t  i n  t h i s  i n q u i r y  and a l s o  
t o  p rov ide  l e g a l  counse l  t o  m e  and t o  t h e  o t h e r  members of 
t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  team. On my r i g h t  is  Colonel  ARMSTRONG 
who has  been des igna t ed  by t h e  Chief of  S t a f f  as an a s s i s t a n t  
t o  m e  i n  t h i s  i n q u i r y .  E i t h e r  o f  them may p o s s i b l y  ask ques-
t ions  of you t h i s  a f t e rnoon .  Bes ides  t h i s  group which you 
a r e  w i t h  a t  t h e  moment w e  have o t h e r  comparable groups t h a t  
are t a k i n g  tes t imony from o t h e r  i n d i v i d u a l s .  I ,  however, w i l l  
have t h e  t a s k  of assembling t h e  r e p o r t  and weighing t h e  
evidence and de te rmin ing  t h e  f i n d i n g s  and reeommendations . 
W e  have been d i r e c t i n g  m i l i t a r y  pe r sonne l  who a r e  t e s t i f y i n g  
b e f o r e  t h i s  group n o t  t o  d i s c u s s  t h e i r  tes t imony wi th  o t h e r s .  
W e  do n o t ,  of  cou r se ,  have t h e  same r i g h t  t o  d i r e c t  o r  o r d e r  
t h a t  you n o t  d i s c u s s  your  t es t imony,  b u t  w e  would r e q u e s t  t h a t  
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you n o t  d i s c u s s  your testimony i n  t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  p a r t i -
cu lary  with those  who a r e  g iv ing  testimony t o  t h i s  i n v e s t i -  
ga t ion ,  except  a s  may be requ i red  i n  the performance of 
o f f i c i a l  duty o r  as  you, i n  your i n s t a n c e ,  may be requ i red  t o  
t e s t i f y  before  competent admin i s t r a t ive ,  j u d i c i a l ,  or l e g i s -
l a t i v e  bodies .  I do n o t  imagine that you w i l l  have t o  appear 
be fo re  any. of t h e  congress ional  committees. 

A. ( In te rpos ing)  I hope not .  

Q - I n  t h e  event  that you do, it would probably be 
t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i v e  subcommittee of the House Armed Services  
Committee. I n  any even t ,  your testimony he re  o r  your appearance 
he re  would i n  no way prec lude  you from t e s t i f y i n g  b e f o r e  
such a  body. I would a l s o  f e e l  certain t h a t  you have n o t  
been c i t e d  by t h e  m i l i t a r y  judge i n  t h e  genera l  cour t -mar t ia l  
case of the u n i t e d  S t a t e s  v. alley o r  contacted by t h a t  
judge. I would n o t  assume t h a t  you have been o r  w i l l  be,  
b u t  j u s t  i n  case you a r e ,  I would say t h a t  your testimony 
here  would i n  no way change e i t h e r  the e f f e c t  o r  t h e  app l i c -  
a b i l i t y  of any i n s t r u c t i o n s  which such a judge may i s s u e  t o  
you 4 

Do you have any ques t ions  a t  t h i s  t ime? 

A. N o ,  sir. 

Q - Doctor CONNELLY, would you i n d i c a t e  what your 
p o s i t i o n  was i n  South Vietnam i n  the sp r ing  of 1968? 

A. I was t h e  s e n i o r  medical advisor  t o  a t e a m  of 
medical advisors  t o  the  Quang Ngai p r o v i n c i a l  h o s p i t a l ,  
c i v i l i a n  h o s p i t a l .  

Q. How long had you been i n  that capaci ty?  

A. I n  March of 1 9 6 8  I ' d  been t h e r e  5 months. 

Q - How long a f t e r  March d i d  you remain i n  that posi-
t i o n ?  

A. I remained t h e r e  n n t i l  August 1 9 6 9 ,  2 1  months 
approximately. 
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Q - Yes. Well, w e  a r e  f a m i l i a r  wi th  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  
you were ass igned t h e r e .  M r .  MACCRATE has been very i n t e r -
e s t e d  i n  t h i s  so I would d e f e r  t o  M r .  MECCRATE t o  ask some 
ques t ions  about t h e  h o s p i t a l ,  concerning c e r t a i n  a c t i v i t i e s  
i n  t h e  h o s p i t a l .  

A l l  r i g h t .  

MR MACCRATE: D r .  CONNELLY, would you desc r ibe  f o r  us your 
d u t i e s  a s  s e n i o r  medical advisor?  

A. I had o p e r a t i o n a l  c o n t r o l  of a team of USAID 
nurses who were assigned t o  the h o s p i t a l .  A ch ief  nurse 
p lus  f i v e  o t h e r s .  I a l s o  had d i r e c t i o n  of a group of I n t e r -
n a t i o n a l  Rescue Serv ice  personnel  which inc luded one male 
nurse,  a midwife, and a c o n t r a c t  surqeon. I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e s e  
people, I had o p e r a t i o n a l  c o n t r o l  o f - a  MILPHAP u n i t ,  now c a l l e d  
MILPHAP Team 21. 

Q- Could you desc r ibe  what a MILPHAP team i s  f o r  us? 

A. Well t h a t ' s  an abbrev ia t ion  f o r  M i l i t a r y  Province 
Hosp i t a l - - l e t ' s  s e e ,  P rov inc ia l  Hosp i t a l  Ass is tance  Program 
(Mi l i t a ry  P rov inc ia l  Health Ass is tance  Program) and i n  March 
of 1968 I b e l i e v e  w e  had two medical o f f i c e r s ,  one MSC, admin-
i s t r a t i v e  o f f i c e r ,  and approximately 1 2  e n l i s t e d  medical 
s p e c i a l i s t s .  These people work i n  the h o s p i t a l  and a l so  i.n t h e  
P rov inc ia l  P u b l i c  Health program. They a r e  a t t ached  t o  t h e  
h o s p i t a l .  Do you need any more information? 

Q. Does t h a t  about descr ibe  t h e  e x t e n t  of t h e  medi-
c a l  advisory team of which you were t h e  s e n i o r  advisor?  

A. T h a t ' s  t h e  make up of i t ,  yes .  

Q So t h e r e  were i n  t o t o  about how many medical 
personnel  comprising t h e  team? 

Approximately 

Q. Could you t e l l  something about t h e  a r e a  served by
the  Quang Ngai Province h o s p i t a l ?  
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A. Th is  i s  t h e  only  c i v i l i a n  h o s p i t a l  f o r  t he  e n t i r e  
p rov ince  and t h e  p rov ince  i t s e l f  h a s  a  popu la t ion  of approxi-
mately  650,000 people .  There are 10 d i s t r i c t s  i n  Quang Ngai 
Province  w i t h  11 d i s t r i c t  d i s p e n s a r i e s ,  and t h e  h o s p i t a l  i t s e l f  
i s  approximately  a 500-bed h o s p i t a l .  A s  f a r  a s  the l a n d  area, 
I r e a l l y  c o u l d n ' t  r e a l l y  g i v e  you an e s t i m a t e  of haw big it is. 

What were your  i n t a k e  procedures?  

A. W e l l ,  of cour se ,  this was a Vietnamese t h i n g .  W e  
s imply were t h e r e  i n  an  adv i so ry  capac i ty .  They had a t  l e a s t  
t h r e e  means of a d m i t t i n g  p a t i e n t s  t o  t h e  h o s p i t a l .  The re ' s  the 
o u t p a t i e n t  c l i n i c  th rough  which p a t i e n t s  could e n t e r  t h e  h o s p i t a l  
a t  t h e  d i s c r e t i o n  of  t h e  a d m i t t i n g  nurse .  They had an emergency 
room through which peop le  could  a l s o  e n t e r  t h e  h o s p i t a l  and 
f i n a l l y  I t h i n k  t h a t  came a l i t t l e  l a te r ,  b u t  p a t i e n t s  w e r e  
b rough t  i n  by h e l i c o p t e r ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  t r a n s f e r s  from t h e  Chu 
L a i  m i l i t a r y  h o s p i t a l .  Sometimes c a s u a l t i e s  came i n  d i r e c t  
from t h e  f i e l d  and t h e s e  were c i v i l i a n  w a r  c a s u a l t i e s  t h a t  
were brought  t o  the h o s p i t a l .  

& - W e l l ,  a c t u a l l y  w e  have in format ion  a s  to one c i v i l -
i a n  c h i l d  t h a t  w a s  b rough t  from t h e  a r e a  of Son My V i l l a g e ,  My 
L a i  ( 4 )  on t h e  day of t h e  i n c i d e n t  about  which you've have 
h e a r d  s o  much i n  r e c e n t  months and w e  were i n t e r e s t e d  i n  t h e  
way i n  which someone, a c i v i l i a n ,  b rought  i n  by h e l i c o p t e r  
would be  b rough t  i n t o  t h e  h o s p i t a l  and processed?  

A. A pe r son  of  that s o r t  wouid probably b e  brought  , 

t o  I ' l l  say  t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  pad o r  t h e  r e a r  p o r t i o n  of  t h e  
h o s p i t a l  compound and c a r r i e d  by s t r e t c h e s  i n t o  t h e  emer-
gency room where such a person  would be h e l d  u n t i l  s een  by 
a Vietnamese nurse .  They would be  logged i n  a  book t h a t  t hey  
keep t h e r e  i n  t h e  emergency room and then ,  depending on t h e  
e x t e n t  of t h e i r  i n j u r y ,  t hey  would be d i r e c t e d  i n t o  s u r g e r y  
o r  they  would be taken  d i r e c t l y  t o  a  ward. 

Q - W e  have,  through i n t e r v i e w s  i n  South Vietnam, 
some seven o r  e i g h t  examples of Vietnamese who we b e l i e v e  
a r r i v e d  a t  t h e  Quang Ngai Province  h o s p i t a l  and were t r e a t e d  
f o r  s e r i o u s  wounds on t h e  day o f ,  o r  on t h e  day fo l lowing ,  t h e  
o p e r a t i o n  i n  q u e s t i o n ,  W e  have been informed t h a t  some had 
been taken  i n  by r e l a t i v e s ;  some were t aken  i n  by un iden t i -
f i e d  v i l l a g e r s ;  o t h e r s  were t aken  i n  by ARVN o r  PF s o l d i e r s .  
I w a s  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  how such  persons  a r r i v i n g  a t  t h e  h o s p i t a l  
would o r d i n a r i l y  be brought  i n  and t aken  c a r e  o f ?  
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A. Well, anyone who appeared t o  be an acu te  i n j u r y  
even a day o r  two days a f t e r  they had t h i s  i n j u r y  would prob-
ably  go d i r e c t l y  t o  t h e  emergency room. Where they would, 
as I s a i d  be fo re ,  be seen by a Vietnamese nurse.  I t  would 
be up t o  him t o  decide how they would be handled. Very 
rarely were t h e r e  Vietnamese phys ic ians  a v a i l a b l e .  Occasion-
a l l y  t h i s  c o n t r a c t  surgeon would be a v a i l a b l e  t o  make a de-
c i s i o n  a s  t o  whether o r  n o t  surgery  was i n d i c a t e d .  I s a i d ,  
they would come t o  the emergency room, they would rece ive  
perhaps i n i t i a l  t rea tment  t h e r e ,  and then they would be ad-
mi t t ed  t o  the h o s p i t a l .  

Q W e  a r e  a c t u a l l y  t a l k i n g .  about mid-March 1968 .  

A. Yes. 

' Q .  I b e l i e v e  you understand? 

A. Yes. 

Q. Some of the examples t h a t  have been c i t e d  t o  us;
f i n g e r s  amputated a t  the  h o s p i t a l ,  a l e f t  arm amputated, 4 
months of t rea tment  f o r  a gunshot i n  t h e  r i g h t  f o o t ,  another  
s e r i o u s  wound i n  t h e  upper r i g h t  forearm, another  s h o t  i n  t h e  
neck and shoulder  and f i n g e r s  amputated on t h e  r i g h t  hand, 
another  s h o t  i n  t h e  l e f t  t h i g h ,  another  w i t h  undefined wounds. 
These a r e  s p e c i f i c  examples t h a t  we have through i n v e s t i g a t o r s  
picked up. These were s t o r i e s  t o l d  t o  t h e  i n v e s t i g a t o r s  by 
people l i v i n g  i n  t h e  a r e a  who say they were among the vict ims 
of t h e  opera t ion  on 16 March i n  Son My Vi l l age  and went w i t h i n  
the next  24 hours t o  t h e  h o s p i t a l .  Were you a t  any t ime aware 
t h a t  t h e r e  had been an unusual i n f l u x  of p a t i e n t s  coming ou t  
of t h e  Son My a r e a  a t  o r  about t h i s  time? 

A. No, sir ,  

Q. I n  some ins tances  w e  know r e l a t i v e s  were accompany-
ing  the  i n d i v i d u a l s  who were brought i n .  I would assume t h e r e  
were people t h e r e  i n  t h e  h o s p i t a l  who themselves had infomation 
about what had been going on out  i n  Son My. Had you any ind i -
ca t ion  from anything t h a t  was s a i d  a t  t h e  h o s p i t a l  a t  t h a t  t ime,  
passed on t o  you o r  c i r c u l a t i n g  among t h e  s t a f f ,  t h a t  something 
unusual had t r a n s p i r e d  i n  Son My Vi l l age  a t  t h a t  time? 

A. No, sir.  I don 't remember any such s t o r i e s .  
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10: I would l i k e  t o  say ,  M r .  MACCRATE, which 1 t h ink  
maybe D r .  CONNELLY can c l a r i f y  a l i t t l e  b i t  t oo ,  is t h a t  as  
f a r  as r e l a t i v e s  and s o  f o r t h  accompanying i n d i v i d u a l s  t o  t h e  
h o s p i t a l ,  i s  t h i s  abnormal i n  South Vietnam? 

A. O h ,  no. N o ,  t h e  r e l a t i v e s  s t a y  with t h e  p a t i e n t  
usual ly  throughout t h e i r  h o s p i t a l  s t a y  . 
MR MACCRATE: Were you a t  any t ime quest ioned by ARVN, by 
c i v i l i a n s  adv i so r s ,  members of t h e  Quang Ngai Province ad-
v i so ry  team o r  by any m i l i t a r y  personnel ,  e i t h e r  on t h e  ad-
v i so ry  team o r  from t h e  11 th  ~ r i ~ a d ei n  Duc Pho, o r  t h e  
America1 Divis ion i n  Chu Lai ,  o r  the Son T i n h  advisory team 
a t  the  d i s t r i c t  headquar ters  regarding anything t h a t  might 
have gone on i n  Son My a r e a  of which you might have knowledge 
a t  the  h o s p i t a l ?  

A. No, s i r .  

Q .  When was t h e  f i r s t  time t h a t  you had any sugges t ion  
t h a t  t h e r e  might have been an unusual i n c i d e n t  i n  Son My Vi l l age  
i n  March of 1968? 

A. When I read  about it i n  the newspapers. 

Q Have you any i n s i g h t s  f o r  us  as t o  how i t  could 
be with t h e  Quang Ngai Province h o s p i t a l ,  5 ,  6 ,  miles  d i s t a n t ?  
We r e a l i z e  t h e  very unusual circumstances and d i v i s i o n  of t e r -
ri+,c?ry t h z t  exis ted in t h i s  a r e a  a t  t l a t  t i n e ,  b c t  czr, yst: give 
us some i n s i g h t s  a s  t o  why i f  something of an unusual cha rac te r  
had gone on wi th  a s u b s t a n t i a l  number of c a s u a l t i e s  r e s u l t i n g  
from it, c a s u a l t i e s  among t h e  c i v i l i a n  popula t ion ,  t h a t  you 
as  t h e  s e n i o r  medical advisor  and members of your team might 
n o t  be aware t h a t  it had occurred. 

A. A s  I can remember March 1 9 6  8 i n  Quang N g a i  
Province,  t h e  l e v e l  of m i l i t a r y  a c t i v i t y  both i n  t h e  GVN 
s i d e  and on t h e  V i e t  Cong s i d e  was extremely high during 
each 24 hour per iod .  One i n c i d e n t  followed another  s o  
c l o s e l y  t h a t  we r e a l l y  d i d n ' t  have time t o  e v a l u a t e  any 
p a r t i c u l a r  i n c i d e n t .  What was a c t u a l l y  happening i n  t he  
f i e l d  was something t h a t  as  a c i v i l i a n ,  and I th ink  I can 
say  the  o t h e r  c i v i l i a n s ,  r e a l l y  d idn '  t know what was t ak ing  
place.  Secur i ty  wasn ' t  t h a t  good. W e  c o u l d n ' t  move around 
i n  the  c i t y  wi th  any degree of freedom. 
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Q. You're r e f e r r i n g  t o  p e r s o n a l  s e c u r i t y  a t  t h a t  
p o i n t ?  

A. That's c o r r e c t ,  ye s .  S o  we f e l t  q u i t e  r e l i e v e d  
when w e  saw t h e  sun  come up each morning. We d j  dn '  t ask 
many q u e s t i o n s  and we d i d n ' t  g e t  much i n  t h e  way o f  i n fo rma t ion  
as t o  the m i l i t a r y  o p e r a t i o n s  t h a t  were t a k i n g  p l a c e .  

Q - I g a t h e r  from what you say  t h a t  your  concern w a s  
w i th  t h e  p h y s i c a l  f a c t  of what had t o  be  t r e a t e d ?  

A. Right .  

Q- And n o t  w i t h  t h e  c i rcumstances  t h a t  might have 
produced t h e  p a r t i c u l a r  even t?  

A. T h a t ' s  c o r r e c t .  Yes, sir. 

Q - On t h e  o t h e r  hand, was t h e r e  n o t  a  c e r t a i n  flow 
. 	 of g o s s i p  around t h e  h o s p i t a l . a n d  rumors o f  what was going 

on t h a t  r e f l e c t e d  i n  some measures t h e  ebb and flow of  even t s?  
You'd been through t h e  T e t  o f f e n s i v e  t h e  end of January  1 9 6 8 .  
You had exper ienced  t h e  over running  o f  p o s i t i o n s  and t h e  move- 
ment of  V i e t  Cong and o t h e r  f o r c e s  i n t o  Quang Ngai C i t y  i t s e l f .  

Was your  h o s p i t a l  a f f e c t e d  by t h e  T e t  o f f e n s i v e  p h y s i c a l l y ?  

Was t h e r e  any i n v a s i o n  o f  t h e  p e r i m e t e r  of t h e  h o s p i t a l ?  


A. W e l l ,  a t  t h e  t i m e  of t h e  T e t  o f f e n s i v e ,  I d o n ' t  
b e l i e v e  they  occupied any of the h o s p i t a l  i t s e l f .  However, 
t hey  were i n  t h e  l i t t l e  hamle t  immediately a d j a c e n t  t o  t h e  
h o s p i t a l .  That  i s ,  t h e  V i e t  Cang were i n  t h e  hamlet  imme-
d i a t e l y  a d j a c e n t  t o  t h e  h o s p i t a l .  The on ly  p h y s i c a l  damage 
tha t  t h e  h o s p i t a l  s u s t a i n e d  was most ly  by i n t e r c h a n g e  of 
f ire.  Who was. f i r i n g  on who w e  don ' t  know, b u t  we' d i d  g e t  
same s m a l l  arms damage i n  t h e  h o s p i t a l  i t s e l f .  

c!* But a f t e r  t h e  T e t  o f f e n s i v e  and t h e  r e s t o r a t i o n  
of a l a r g e r  measure o f  s e c u r i t y  to Quang Ngai C i t y  and t h e  
immediate e n v i r o n s ,  I would assume t h a t  you were aware of  
t h e  improvement i n  t h e  s e c u r i t y  of t h e  c i t y  and t h e  a r e a  i n  
which t h e  h o s p i t a l  was l o c a t e d ,  that you had a c o n s t a n t  f low 
Of general i n fo rma t ion  as t o  c i rcumstances .  You w e r e  aware 
t h a t  you had a l i t t l e  g r e a t e r  freedom of  movement as t h e  weeks 
passed by and was t h e r e  any i n d i c a t i o n  among the s t a f f  which 
you w e r e  e v e r  aware o f  o r  among t h e  f low of p a t i e n t s  t h a t  
t h e r e  had been anyth ing  unusual  out i n  t h i s  Son My a r e a  t o  
t h e  n o r t h e a s t ?  
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A. No, s i r .  

Q Did you a t  any t ime t h a t  you can r e c a l l  g e t  re-
p o r t s  o f  a t r o c i t i e s ,  e i t h e r  Vietnamese o r  a l l e g e d  U . S .  oper -
a t i o n s ,  t h a t  people  were l e v e l i n g  charges  a s  t o  what had been 
done, over  r e a c t i o n  o r  d i s r e g a r d  f o r  t h e  c i v i l i a n  popu la t ion?  
Were you consc ious  o f  such charges  o r  a l l e g a t i o n s ?  

A. N o ,  sir. 

Q What was your  r e l a t i o n  wi th  t h e  U . S .  adv i so ry  
team t o  t h e  prov ince?  Did you a t t e n d  d a i l y  o r  weekly b r i e f -
i n g s ?  

A.  T h a t ' s  c o r r e c t ,  ye s .  

Q Which? How o f t e n  would you a t t e n d ?  

A.  Dai ly ,  and t h e y  had a morning b r i e f i n g  each morn-
i n g  and'. t h e n  a t  t h e  end o f  t h e  week they  u s u a l l y  had a summary 
b r i e f i n g .  I a t t e n d e d  a l l  o f  them. 

Q Did you l i v e  i n  t h e  h o s p i t a l  complex o r  d i d  you
l i v e  e l sewhere  i n  t h e  c i t y ?  

A .  I l i v e d  i n  t h e  c i t y ,  n o t  i n  t h e  h o s p i t a l .  

Q Did you l i v e  w i t h  o t h e r  members o f  t h e  a d v i s o r y
team? 

A *  Y e s .  

Q With some o f  t h e  medical  a d v i s o r s  o r  w i t h  some 
of t h e  o t h e r  a d v i s o r s ?  

A. W e l l ,  I l i v e d  i n  what t h e y  c a l l e d  t h e  d o c t o r ' s  
house.  We had v o l u n t e e r  p h y s i c i a n s .  I n  f a c t ,  I t h i n k  w e  
had some i n  March o f  1968 l i v i n g  t h e r e  and t h e  c o n t r a c t  s u r -
geon was a l s o  l i v i n g  t h e r e ,  D r .  P O N C I .  

Q =  You e v e r  remember h e a r i n g  from M r .  MAY, Colonel  
G U I N N ,  o r  any o t h e r  members o f  t h e  adv i so ry  team anything 
about  an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  t h a t  t h e y  were conduct ing o r  t h a t  t h e  
A R W  were conduc t ing  o r  t h a t  t h e  prov ince  c h i e f  was conduct-
i n g  wi th  r e s p e c t  t o  an i n c i d e n t  i n  Son My V i l l a g e ,  Tu Cung, 
Co Luy, o r  any p a r t  o f  t h a t  a r e a  o u t  toward t h e  Batangan 
Pen insu la?  
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A. . .  NO, s i r .  

10: J u s t  a couple of ques t ions  i f  I may, D r .  CONNELLY, 
mostly for information.  I'm a little amazed a t  t h e  s i z e  of 
your hospital; 500 bed is a huge h o s p i t a l .  How many Vietnarn-
ese doctors  d id  you have? 

A. In March of 1 9 6 8  w e  had ei-ther two o r  t h r e e  as-
signed, one of which was f u l l  time and the  o t h e r  two were p a r t  
time. I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  which w e  had vo lun tee r ,  and you can put  
this quo ta t ion  marks, " m i l i t a r y  phys ic ians  l1 from t h e  m i l i t a r y  
h o s p i t a l  ac ross  the  s t r e e t ,  who came over  and made rounds on 
some of t h e  wards. 

Q . You mentioned t h e  term a few times and I ' m  no t  
f a m i l i a r  w i t h  i t ,  and t h a t  is the t e r m  c o n t r a c t  doctor .  Is 
t h a t  a U.S. o r  i s  t h i s  a Vietnamese? 

A. No, I ' m  t a l k i n g  about t h e  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Rescue 
Committee which is  a p r i v a t e  o rgan iza t ion  wi th  headquar ters  
i n  New York City. They employ fo re ign  n a t i o n a l s  who wish t o  
work i n  V i e t n a m .  I d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  t h e r e  i s  a very l a r g e  group 
of them i n  Vietnam a t  any time. Doctor PONCI was working a s  
a genera l  surgeon on an 18 month c o n t r a c t  a t  Quang Ngai Pro-
vince h o s p i t a l .  

0- Did many of your personnel  speak Vietnamese? 

A.  None of them spoke i t  wel l .  I th ink  our  ch ief  
nurse adv i so r ,  Miss STENSLIE, might have been about a s  com-
p e t e n t  a s  anyone t o  communicate wi th  them. 

0. W e l l ,  I ' m  very i n t e r e s t e d  i n  what you say because 
I w a s  q u i t e  c l o s e l y  a s soc ia ted  wi th  some of t h e  h o s p i t a l s  i n  
I1 Corps where 1 was, as you w i l l  probably remember. 

A,  Yes. 

Q W e  a l s o  had t h e  h o s p i t a l  f o r  t h e  CORDS and I1rn 

Corps and w e  had a very f i n e  h o s p i t a l  i n  Nha Trang. A s  you 
also know, w e  had the model h o s p i t a l  t h a t  was b u i l t  i n  Phan 
Th ie t  which was p r e t t y  w e l l  t o r n  up i n  T e t  s o  I was somewhat 
accustomed t o  how t h e  people work and how they l i v e d  and s o  
on. They l i v e d  very c l o s e l y  wi th  the Vietnamese and I t h i n k  
t h a t ' s  r e a l l y  what M r .  MACCRaTE i s  i n d i c a t i n g .  We a l s o  had 
a very f i n e  group of Vietnamese nurses  on some occasions and 
Vietnamese i n t e r p r e t e r s .  I would say t h a t ,  from my knowledge 
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of it, t h a t  you l i v e d  much c l o s e r  on a person-to-person 
b a s i s  than l e t ' s  say a m i l i t a r y  u n i t  d i d  o r  even the r e s t  
of t h e  adv i so r  groups i n  most cases .  So t h e  purpose i n  
addressing t h e s e  ques t ions  t o  you i s ,  l i v i n g  as  c l o s e  t o  
the community and s o  f o r t h  a s  you d i d ,  and with these  peo- 
p l e  coming i n t o  t h e  h o s p i t a l ,  whether o r  no t  t h e r e  might 
not have been some d r a i n  off of information concerning 
the a r e a  o u t  h e r e ,  Son My Vi l l age ,  t h a t  might have come 
i n t o  the  h o s p i t a l  group? 

A. Well, t h e r e  wasn ' t  any p a r t i c u l a r  r e fe rence  t o  
t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  i n c i d e n t ,  nor  can I r e c a l l  a t  t h a t  t i m e  a 
r e fe rence  t o  any k ind  of unusual i n c i d e n t  occurr ing.  

Q - Yes, Another ques t ion  t h a t  I might ask ,  t o  be 
very hones t ,  is a m a t t e r  of opinion. Suppose somebody d i d  
come i n  from o u t  t h i s  way, which is o u t  i n  V i e t  Cong terri-
t o r y ,  I j u s t  wonder how much t a l k i n g  they would do? 

A. Well, it would depend, of course,  i f  they were 
c l a s s i f i e d  as  a so-ca l led  innocent  c i v i l i a n .  

Q. Yes, w e l l ,  suppose they came i n  on t h e i r  own 
v o l i t i o n ?  

A .  Well, they would have t o  be i d e n t i f i e d ,  of course,  
i n  the  h o s p i t a l .  Most Vietnamese have some means of i d e n t i -
f i c a t i o n .  

Q. Yes. 

A. Other than  doing t h a t ,  g iv ing  t h e i r  d i s t r i c t  and 
poss ib ly  t h e i r  v i l l a g e ,  they r e a l l y  wouldn't  have t o  say much 
more than that i n  o r d e r  t o  be admitted t o  t h e  h o s p i t a l .  

Q. Yes. But you had a unique s i t u a t i o n ,  d i d  you not?  
Looking a t  t h e  map t o  t h e  r e a r  of you D r .  CONNELLY ( i n d i c a t i n g  
MAP-1) the  a r e a  t h a t  is shown i n  orange genera l ly  speaking i s  
t h e  v i l l a g e  a r e a  of Son My. This i s  not  exac t ly  c o r r e c t ,  it 
misses it by a k i lometer ,  because t h i s  is  r e a l l y  t h e  operat ion-  
a l  a r e a  of Task Force Barker during t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  per iod ,  
but it genera l ly  encompases the a rea  of Sor, Fly. This a r e a  
genera l ly  speaking i s  V i e t  Cong a r e a ,  Everything w i t h i n  t h a t  
a r e a  was considered t o  be Vie t  Cong. 

A. Yes. 
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Q .  A t  t h e  same time, however, across  t h e  r i v e r  from 
Quang Ngai t h e r e  was one road t h a t  went of f  t o  the  r i g h t  
which was Highway 521. I t  went o u t  t o  t h e  n o r t h e a s t  toward 
t h i s  a r e a  of Son My. Fur ther  up about a k i lometer  you had 
Highway 5B which went t o  the west.  I n  t h i s  gen2ral  a r e a  
along Highway 5 B ,  along Highway 1 and along t h e  adjacent  t o  
Highway 1 and on Highway 5 2 1  t h e r e  were s e v e r a l  l a r g e  refu-
gee camps. These refugee camps had l a r g e  numbers of people 
from this a r e a ,  from Son My. A s  a ma t t e r  of f a c t ,  t h e  v i l -
lage  chief  l i v e d  i n  one of t h e  refugee camps. So Son My 
was t h e r e ,  and it was a l s o  t h e r e .  Some of t h e  people were 
i n  GVN t e r r i t o r y  and some of them were ou t  i n  the  VC t e r -
r i t o r y .  So w i t h  t h a t  i n  mind, j u s t  because people came 
from Son My wouldn ' t  n e c e s s a r i l y  i n d i c a t e  t h a t  they came 
from t h e r e ,  t h a t  they might have come from one of t h e  re-
fugee camps. 

A.  That 's  c o r r e c t .  They would g ive  t h e i r  home 
v i l l a g e .  

Q. Yes. And i f  t h e y  d i d  come f r o n  t h e  VC a r e a  and 
were l e t ' s  say  VC suppor ters  o r  sympathizers i n  a government 
province h o s p i t a l ,  would you expect  t h a t  they would do much 
'calking? 

A. No. 

Q Now granted  this is a h y p o ~ l e t i c a ls i t u a t i o n ,  
b u t  is t h i s  t h e  s i t u a t i o n  t h a t  e x i s t e d  a t  t h a t  time? 

A. Y e s .  N o ,  they wouldn ' t  do much t a l k i n g .  I n  
f a c t  there wasn ' t ,  so  f a r  as h o s p i t a l  i n t a k e  was concerned, 
t h e r e  i s n ' t  any such thing a s  doing a complete h i s t o r y  and 
physical  on a Vietnamese p a t i e n t  i n  a Vietnamese h o s p i t a l .  
Admission procedures a r e  very simple.  The t rea tment  i s  
usual ly  q u i t e  elementary and t h e  records a r e  n o t  we l l  kept .  
These i s n '  t much t o  them. 

MR MACCRATE: We have a c t u a l l y  been t o  t h e  h o s p i t a l  looking 
f a r  h o s p i t a l  r ecords  and t h i s  was our  experience i n  what we 
were able t o  f i n d .  

10: I would ask you one ques t ion  though, D r .  CONNELLY. 
Back i n  March of 1968, i f  the h e l i c o p t e r  d i d  b r i n g  i n  a p a t i e n t  
a t  t h a t  t ime,  l e t ' s  say  on 1 6  March 1968, would t h a t  have been an 
unusual occurrence? 
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Q You had a he l ipad  going then? 

A. I f e e l  c e r t a i n  t h a t  we had what w e  c a l l  dust-
off  arriving and depar t ing  from t h e  r e a r  s e c t i o n  of t h e  
h o s p i t a l  a t  t h a t  time. I t  was n o t  unusual t o  r e c e i v e  h e l i -
cop te r  loads  of p a t i e n t s  two o r  sometimes t h r e e  times a 
day. 

Q. Well, I th ink  t h i s  i s  h e l p f u l  r i g h t  here because 
it was somewhat our  impression,  I know i t  was mine, t h a t  t h i s  
may have a t t r a c t e d  a degree of a t t e n t i o n ,  t h i s  young boy be-
i n g  brought i n .  Ac tua l ly ,  as  I would understand i t ,  he was 
brought i n t o  an a r e a  r e f e r r e d  t o  as  t h e  Soccer F ie ld .  

A. Well, t h a t ' s  s e p a r a t e  from t h e  h o s p i t a l  by approxi-
mately h a l f  a  k i lometer .  

Q Yes. How he was taken from t h e r e  t o  t h e  h o s p i t a l
I ' m  n o t  s u r e .  A s  a m a t t e r  of f a c t ,  w i th  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  p i l o t ,  
I think it was miraculous t h a t  he found any p lace  t o  put  down. 
He d i d  n o t  know Quang Ngai and d i d  no t  know where the  h o s p i t a l  
was o r  anything about it, b u t  some way o r  another  he must have 
arranged it. 

A .  Well, the Soccer Field would be an obviously open
p lace  i n  the c e n t e r  of t h e  town and t h e r e  might have been o the r  
h e l i c o p t e r s  landing  and t ak ing  o f f  because t h i s  was a usual  
p o i n t  f o r  h e l i c o p t e r s  t o  a r r i v e  and depar t .  

MR MACCRATE: We have r e c e n t l y  landed t h e r e  ourse lves .  

10: A t  t h e  h o s p i t a l  d i d  you have t h e  normal h e l i c o p t e r  
markings, wi th  t h e  "H" and s o  f o r t h  on t h e  r e a r  of t h e  h o s p i t a l ?  . 

A .  I ' m  n o t  c e r t a i n ,  Genersl ,  whether we had t h i s  con-
c r e t e  pad b u i l t  by t h a t  time o r  n o t ,  b u t  we do now have a con-
c r e t e  pad wi th  markings on it. 

Q. Yes. 

C O L  ARMSTRONG: S i r ,  d i d  t h a t  m i l i t a r y  h o s p i t a l  across  t h e  
s t r e e t  from you e v e r  t a k e  civilian patients t o  your  know-, 
ledge? 
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A. They d i d n ' t  admit them, no. They might have 
come i n  t h e r e  by h e l i c o p t e r  and then been immediately t r ans -
f e r r e d  across  t h e  s t r e e t  t o  our  h o s p i t a l .  

Q- I n  o t h e r  words, i n  case of high loads a t  one o r  
both h o s p i t a l s  you d i d n ' t  equa l i ze  o r  t r y  t o  h e l p  o r  a s s i s t  
each o t h e r  out?  

A. No, w e  d id  not .  

10: D r .  CONNELLY, we apprec ia te  very much y0u.r coming 
i n .  W e  recognize  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  you haven ' t  given much i n f o r -
mation, b u t  i n  t h i s  ins t ance  negat ive  information i s  q u i t e  
va luab le  t o  us ,  and I'd l i k e  you t o  know t h a t  s o  t h a t  you 
d o n ' t  f e e l  t h a t  your t r i p  was f o r  naught,  

A. Thank you, General. 

Q Right. I f  you do by chance a t  some time o r  o t h e r  
remember something, o r  i f  some of t h i s  we've been t a l k i n g  
about he lps  f i t  i n t o  p lace ,  we ' d  a p p r e c i a t e  knowing about it. 

A. I c e r t a i n l y  t r i e d  t o  remember, b u t  March of 1968 
i s  a long time ago now. * 

Q . Yes. 

A .  I ' v e  never been a b l e  t o  r e c a l l  anything t h a t  
r e a l l y  would connect wi th  t h i s  inc iden t .  

MR MACCRATE: Q u i t e  f r ank ly ,  D r .  CONNELLY, we have i n f o r -
mation t h a t  sugges t  that o t h e r  members of your advisory 
team did have some information about this and w e  a r e  there-
f o r e  very i n t e r e s t e d  i n  any i n d i c a t i o n  of o r  sugges t ions  
t h a t  came t o  you with t h e  b e n e f i t  of h i n d s i g h t  t h a t  you 
might be a b l e  n o t  t o  r e l a t e  t o  and i n d i c a t e  t o  us? 

A. Well, it j u s t  does n o t  come t o  me a t  a l l .  

10: We w i l l  g ive  you an opportuni ty i f  you 'd l i k e ,  
D r .  CONNELLY, t o  ask any ques t ions  o r  t o  e n t e r  a s ta tement  
i n t o  the record .  

A. No, I d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  I have any ques t ions  o r  
s ta tement  t o  make. 

Q. Thank you very much. 

I0: The hear ing  w i l l  r ecess  a t  t h i s  time. . 

[The hear ing  recessed  a t  1 4 2 1  hours ,  2 4  January 
19713 .) 
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SUMMARY O F  TESTIMONY 

W I T N E S S :  C O U L T E R ,  J a m e s  S G T  

DATE O F  T E S T I M O N Y :  3 1  D e c e m b e r  1 9 6 9  

P L A C E  O F  T E S T I M O N Y :  C h u  L a i ,  R e p u b l i c  of V i e t n a m  

W I T N E S S  S U S P E C T E D  O F :  N/A 

COUNSEL: N o n e  

DUTY ASSIGNMENT ON 1 6  MARCH 1 9 6 8 :  M e d i c a l  A d v i s o r  i n  Mo D u c  
D i s t r i c t ,  Quang N g a i  Province, R e p u b l i c  of V i e t n a m .  

I. HIS J O B  ' D E S C R I P T I O N .  

O n  1 6  M a r c h  1 9 6 8 ,  t h e . w i t n e s s  had been t h e  m e d i c a l  
advisor  i n  M o  D u c  D i s t r i c t  f o r  about 1 0  m o n t h s .  H e  ro ta ted  
on 2 2  M a r c h  1 9 6 8  ( p g .  3 )  . H e  re turned  t w o  o r  t h r ee  t i m e s  
a w e e k  t o  t h e  province h o s p i t a l  i n  Q u a n g  ~ g a if o r  s u p p l i e s  
( p g .  4 ) ,  b u t  d i d  n o t  reca l l  a l a rge  n u m b e r  of p a t i e n t s  
c o m i n g  i n  f r o m  t h e  Son My V i l l a g e  (pg.  3 ) .  H e  thought  a 
D r .  CONNELLY worked a t  the  h o s p i t a l  t h e n  ( p g .  5 ) .  

2 .  H I S  KNOWLEDGE O F  T H E  I N C I D E N T  AND I N Q U I R I E S  C O ~ C E R N I N G  I T .  

H e  knew n o t h i n g  of t h e  i n c i d e n t  and w a s  never quest ioned-
( p g .  4 )  -

1 SUM A P P  T - 8 7  
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h he hear ing  reconvened a t  1 2 3 0  hour s ,  31 D e c e m b e r  
1969 ,  C h u  L a i ,  R e p u b l i c  of V i e t n a m . )  

10: T h e  hea r ing  w i l l  come t o  order.  

RCDR: T h e  f o l l o w i n g  n a m e d  persons are p r e s e n t :  LTG P E E R S ,  
MR MACCRATE, and CDR DAVIS.  

T h e  next  w i t n e s s  i s  Sergeant  James COULTER. 

(SGT J a m e s  COULTER w a s  called as w i t n e s s ,  
w a s  s w o r n  and t e s t i f i ed  as f o l l o w s : )  

RCDR : Would you s t a t e  your n a m e  i n  f u l l ?  

A. J a m e s  COULTER. 

Q N o  middle i n i t i a l ?  

A .  N o  m i d d l e  i n i t i a l .  

Q. Y o u r  grade? 

A. E-7. 

2 Social  S s e u r i t y  nuii i ier? 

Q B r a n c h  of service? 

A .  A r m y .  

Q What branch? 

A. M e d i c .  

Q O r g a n i z a t i o n ?  

A. T e a m  1 7 ,  Q u a n g  N g a i  . 
Q Y o u r  s t a t i o n ?  

A.  T r i  B o n g ,  V i e t n a m .  
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10: Before  w e  have any q u e s t i o n s ,  Sergeant  COULTER, 
I ' l l  inform you o f  c e r t a i n  m a t t e r s .  F i r s t ,  t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  
was d i r e c t e d  j o i n t l y  by t h e  S e c r e t a r y  of  t h e  Army and t h e  
Chief o f  S t a f f ,  United S t a t e s  Army f o r  t h e  purpose o f  d e t e r -  
mining f a c t s  and making t h e  f i n d i n g s  and recommendations can-
ce rn ing  two matters : 

(1) t h e  adequacy of p r i o r  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  
and i n q u i r i e s  i n t o ,  and subsequent  reviews and r e p o r t s  w i t h i n  
t he  c h a i n  of command, of  what is now commonly c a l l e d  the My 
L a i  i n c i d e n t  of 16 March 1968,  and 

(2)  t h e  p o s s i b l e  suppres s ion  o r  w i thho ld ing  of 

in format ion  by any person  who had a duty t o  r e p o r t  and t o  

f u r n i s h  in fo rma t ion  concerning t h i s  i n c i d e n t .  


Th is  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  i s  n o t  be ing  conducted t a  
i n v e s t i g a t e  a11 o f  t h e  f a c t s  and c i rcumstances  of what happened 
a t  My L a i .  I t  i s  d i r e c t e d  t o  t hose  s p e c i f i c  purposes  which 
I j u s t  mentioned. I have had made a v a i l a b l e  t o  me and have 
reviewed p r i o r  o f f i c i a l  s t a t e m e n t s  ob ta ined  i n  o t h e r  of  f i c i a l  
i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  of  t h e  My L a i  i n c i d e n t .  

Your tes t imony w i l l  be taken under oa th .  A ver-

bat im t r a n s c r i p t  w i l l  be p repared .  Verbatim no te s  are b e i n g  

t aken  by t h e  r e p o r t e r .  


Although t h e  g e n e r a l  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  of  t h e  r e p o r t  

w i l l  be c o n f i d e n t i a l ,  it is p o s s i b l e  t h a t  t es t imony or  a t  

l e a s t  some p a r t s  of  t h e  tes t imony may, a t  a  l a t e r  d a t e ,  be-

come a m a t t e r  of p u b l i r  knowledge. Aside from myself h e r e  


' 	 today,  I have w i t h  me M r .  MACCRATE, who has vo lun tee red  t o  
t h e  S e c r e t a r y  of t h e  Army t o  s e r v e  a s  my l e g a l  counse l  and 
he may a l s o  d i r e c t  q u e s t i o n s  t o  you. You a r e  o rde red  n o t  
t o  d i s c u s s  your tes t imony i n  t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  w i t h  o t h e r s ,  
i n c l u d i n g  o t h e r  w i tnes ses  f o r  t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  excep t  i n  
t h e  performance of o f f i c i a l  duty o r  as  you may be r e q u i r e d  
t o  do b e f o r e  a competent j u d i c i a l ,  l e g i s l a t i v e  o r  adminis-
t r a t i v e  body. I n  a d d i t i o n ,  you a r e  cau t ioned  t h a t  i f  you 
a r e  s u b j e c t  t o  t h e  o r d e r  i s s u e d  by t h e  m i l i t a r y  judge i n  
t h e  g e n e r a l  c o u r t - m a r t i a l  case  of t h e  United S t a t e s  v. Ca l l ey ,  
your  appearance h e r e  i n  no way changes t h e  a p p l i c a b i l i t y  and 
e f f e c t  of t h a t  o rde r .  

I d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  t h a t  you a r e  under any o r d e r  i n  

t h i s  l a t e r  case  are you? 


A. No, sir. 
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a. Sergeant  COULTER, w i l l  you s t a t e  what your duty 
assignment w a s  on the 1 6 t h  of March 1968? 

A. S i r ,  I was a medical adv i so r  i n  Mo Duc ~ i s t r i c t  
i n  Quang Ngai Province,  which is  about 25 m i l e s  south of 
here.  

Q I n  M o  Duc? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q And how long had you been i n  t h a t  capac i ty?  

A. About 10 months, sir. 

Q- How long d id  you s t a y  on t h a t  job? 

A. About 1 0  months, sir.  

c! How much before  t h e  16th  of March 68 and how much 
a f t e r  the  16th  of March? 

A. I r o t a t e d  on t h e  22nd of March. 

Right a f t e r  t h a t  you r o t a t e d  back t o  the  S t a t e s ?  

A. Yes, s ir .  

Q. When you were a t  M o  Duc, d i d  you h e a r  of any
unusual a c t i v i t i e s  t h a t  may have taken p lace  i n  My Lai ( 4 )  o r  
Tu Cung o r  i n  the v i l l a g e  of Son My? 

A. No, s i r ,  n o t  a th ing .  

Q . Did you e v e r  r e t u r n  h e r e  during t h i s  per iod and 
work i n  and ou t  of the  dispensary o r  t h e  province h o s p i t a l ?  

A. Yes, sir, q u i t e  o f t e n ;  a t  l e a s t  two o r  th ree  
t imes a week i n  Quang Ngai. 

Q While you w e r e  doing t h a t ,  do you r e c a l l  any
l a r g e  number of p a t i e n t s  coming i n  from Son My v i l l a g e ?  

A. No, s i r ,  I do no t .  
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10: Before we have any ques t ions ,  Sergeant COULTER, 
1'11 inform you of c e r t a i n  matters .  F i r s t ,  t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  
was d i r e c t e d  j o i n t l y  by the  Secre tary  of the  Army and the  
Chief of S t a f f ,  United S t a t e s  Amy f o r  t h e  purpose of d e t e r -
mining f a c t s  and making the  f ind ings  and recommendations con-
cerning two mat ters  : 

(1) t he  adequacy of p r i o r  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  
and i n q u i r i e s  i n t o ,  and subsequent reviews and r e p o r t s  wi th in  
the chain of command, of what is  now commonly c a l l e d  the  My 
L a i  i n c i d e n t  of 1 6  March 1 9 6 8 ,  and 

(2 )  t h e  p o s s i b l e  suppression or  withholding of 

information by any person who had a  duty t o  r e p o r t  and t o  

fu rn i sh  information concerning t h i s  i n c i d e n t .  


This i n v e s t i g a t i o n  i s  no t  being conducted t o  
i n v e s t i g a t e  a l l  of the  f a c t s  and circumstances of what happened 
a t  My Lai.  It  is  d i r e c t e d  t o  those s p e c i f i c  purposes which 
I j u s t  mentioned. I have had made a v a i l a b l e  t o  me and have 
reviewed p r i o r  o f f i c i a l  s ta tements  obtained i n  o t h e r  o f f i c i a l  
i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  of the My Lai inc iden t .  

Your testimony w i l l  be taken under oa th .  A ver-

batim t r a n s c r i p t  w i l l  be prepared. Verbatim notes  a r e  being 

taken by the  r e p o r t e r .  


Although the  genera l  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  of the  r e p o r t  

w i l l  be c o n f i d e n t i a l ,  it is poss ib le  t h a t  testimony or  a t  

l e a s t  some p a r t s  of t h e  testimony may, a t  a l a t e r  d a t e ,  be-

come a  ma t t e r  of p u b l i r  knowledge. Aside from myself here  


. 	today, I have wi th  me M r .  MACCRATE, who has volunteered t o  
the  Secre tary  of t h e  Army t o  serve  as  my l e g a l  counsel and 
he may a l s o  d i r e c t  ques t ions  t o  you. You a r e  ordered not  
t o  d i scuss  your testimony i n  t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  w i t h  o t h e r s ,  
inc luding  o t h e r  witnesses  f o r  the  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  except  i n  
the  performance of o f f i c i a l  duty o r  as  you may be requi red  
t o  do before  a competent judicial, l e g i s l a t i v e  o r  adminis-
t r a t i v e  body. I n  a d d i t i o n ,  you a r e  cautioned t h a t  i f  you 
a r e  s u b j e c t  t o  the  order  i s sued  by the  m i l i t a r y  judge i n  
the  genera l  cour t -mar t ia l  case of the United S t a t e s  v. Cal ley,  
your appearance here i n  no way changes the applicabiiiiy and 
e f f e c t  of t h a t  order .  

I d o n ' t  be l i eve  t h a t  you a r e  under any o rde r  i n  

t h i s  l a t e r  case a r e  you? 


A. No, sir.  
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Q. Sergeant  COULTER, w i l l  you s t a t e  what your duty
assignment w a s  on t h e  16th  of March 1968? 

A. S i r ,  I was a medical advisor  i n  Mo Duc ~ i s t r i c t  
i n  Quang Ngai Province,  which is about 25 m i l e s  south of 
here.  

Q . In Mo Duc? 

A. Yes, sir.  

Q .  And how long had you been i n  t h a t  capaci ty?  

A. About 10 months, s ir .  

Q- How long d i d  you s t a y  on t h a t  job? 

A .  About 10 months, sir .  

Q How much before  t h e  16th  of March 68  and how much 
a f t e r  t h e  16th  of March? 

A. I r o t a t e d  on t h e  22nd of March. 

Q Right a f t e r  t h a t  you r o t a t e d  back t o  the  S t a t e s ?  

A .  Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q When you were a t  Mo Duc, d i d  you hea r  of any
unusual a c t i v i t i e s  t h a t  may have taken p lace  i n  My Lai ( 4 )  o r  
Tu Cung o r  i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  of Son My? 

A. No, s i r ,  n o t  a th ing .  

Q Did you ever  r e t u r n  h e r e  during t h i s  per iod and 
work i n  and ou t  of t h e  dispensary o r  t h e  province h o s p i t a l ?  

A. Y e s ,  sir,  q u i t e  o f t e n ;  a t  l e a s t  two o r  t h r e e  
t imes a week i n  Quang Ngai. 

Q. While you were doing t h a t ,  do you r e c a l l  any
l a r g e  number of p a t i e n t s  coming i n  from Son My v i l l a g e ?  

A, N o ,  sir,  I do no t .  
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Q. Were you a t  any time ever  quest ioned by anybody 
concerning anything t h a t  you might poss ib ly  have known con-
cerning t h a t ?  

A. N o ,  sir.  

Q. Did you ever  hear  t h a t  an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  was being 
conducted i n t o  something which may have taken p l a c e  a t  My 
Lai  ( 4 )  3 

A. No, s i r ,  n o t  u n t i l  it beccime publ ished i n  the  
newspapers. 

Q Well, I take it then ,  Sergeant COULTER, s i n c e  
you were i n  Mo Duc, q u i t e  separa ted  from here ,  t h a t  any know-
ledge you had would have been q u i t e  i n c i d e n t a l .  

A. D e f i n i t e l y ,  sir.  

Q I d o n ' t  have any more ques t ions .  

MR MACCRATE: J u s t  by chance se rgean t ,  d id  you happen t o  be 
a t  the  h o s p i t a l  he re  i n  Quang Ngai on t h e  16th of March? 
Any r e c o l l e c t i o n  of a h e l i c o p t e r  p i l o t  coming i n  with a young 
c h i l d ?  

A. No, s i r .  See, I was d i r e c t l y  i n  Mo Duc and t h a t  
was my d i s t r i c t .  The only reason I would come up here  was 
e i t h e r  for s u p p l i e s  o r  t o  make a v i s i t .  Actua l ly ,  I d i d n ' t  
even work i n  the  province h o s p i t a l .  I was working f o r  team 
2 a t  t h a t  time. Most of my business  was conducted wi th  the  
dispensary f o r  American suppl ies .  The only time w e  went was 
t o  pick up American supp l i e s .  

Q So you would have no con tac t  with the  p a t i e n t s  
a t  province h o s p i t a l ?  

A. None a t  a l l ,  s i r .  

I0: Well, any information you might have would be 
hearsay,  o r  through the  grapevine s o  t o  speak? 

A. I thrnk 1 went through t h e  n o s p i t a i  once OL L w i e e  
t h e  whole time I was t h e r e .  

MR MACCRATE: Do you r e c a l l  who your coun te rpa r t  was i n  
Quang Ngai? 

(COULTER; 4 
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A. No, s i r .  I guess I can f i n d  o u t  very  e a s i l y .  
H e  was a t  prov ince  h o s p i t a l ,  a c i v i l i a n .  

Q H e  w a s  a c i v i l i a n ?  

A. Y e s  , s i r .  P t h i n k  D r .  CONNELLY w a s  h e r e  a t  t h e  
time. H e  w a s  r o t a t e d .  He w a s  a d v i s o r  t o  t h e  team. But 
l i k e  I s a i d ,  s ir ,  I never  hea rd  anyth ing  about  it u n t i l  it 
w a s  i n  t h e  paper .  I was s u r p r i s e d  t o  know anyth ing  went on 
l i k e  t h a t .  

10: Do you have any a d d i t i o n a l  q u e s t i o n s ?  Well,  
b e f o r e  w e  excuse you Sergeant  COULTER, i f  by chance you do 
r e c a l l  any th ing  t h a t  you hea rd  o r  saw, any th ing  of t h a t  n a t u r e  
concerning t h i s  i n c i d e n t ,  w e  would l i k e  very  much t o  know 
about  it. I f  any th ing  comes t o  mind, I would a p p r e c i a t e  it 
if you would g e t  i n  touch w i t h  u s .  

(The h e a r i n g  adjourned a t  1250 hours .  ) 

(COULTER) 5 
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SUMMARY O F  TESTIMONY 

WITNESS: DILLERY, C a r l  E. 

DATE O F  TESTIMONY: 15 January  1970 

PLACE OF TESTIMONY: Pentagon 

WITNESS SUSPECTED OF: N/A 

COUNSEL : None 

DUTY ASSIGNMENT: 20 A p r i l  1968 - 1 June 1969 se rved  a s  
Admin i s t r a t i ve  Execut ive  O f f i c e r  t o  t h e  Quang Ngai Province 
Advisory Team. 1 June 1969 - 3 December 1969 s e r v e d  as  
Province S e n i o r  Advisor .  

1. KNOWLEDGE OF INQUIRIES CONCERNING THE ASSAULT. 

a .  I n v e s t i a a t i c n s  bv t h e  Sonth Vietnzmese. 

A s  e x e c u t i v e  o f f i c e r  t o  M r .  BURKE, t h e  Province 
S e n i o r  Advisor u n t i l  June 1969,  s o c i a l  w e l f a r e  and r e fugee  
programs were among M r .  DILLERY1s d u t i e s  (pgs. 3 ,  9 )  . How-
e v e r ,  he  had no c o n t a c t  w i t h  census  g r i evance  teams (pgs .  4 ,  
1 0 ) .  DILLERY w a s  maware o f  an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  o f  an i n c i d e n t  
o c c u r r i n g  i n  March 1968 u n t i l  t h e  s p r i n g  o f  1969 when an I G  
r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  made i n q u i r i e s  (pg.  4 )  . He was n o t  p r i v y  t o  
o r  knowledgeable o f  an ARVN o r  GVN i n v e s t i g a t i o n  u n t i l  
November 1969 when Colonel  K H I E N  showed him h i s  f i l e  (pg.  5 ) .  
DILLERY a l s o  l e a r n e d  o f  t h e  VC propaganda a t  t h a t  t ime 
(pg. 1 0 )  . Among t h e  documents w a s  a hand w r i t t e n  n o t e  
r e f l e c t i n g  125 VC and 20  c i v i l i a n s  k i l l e d  i n  My Lai  (pg.  11). 
According t o  K H I E N  t h e  c i v i l i a n s  were perhaps  k i l l e d  by 
a r t i l l e r y  and from t h e  a i r  (pg.  1 9 ) .  DILLERY b e l i e v e d  t h a t  
K H I E N  t o l d  him t h a t  t h e  d a t a  ( e g . ,  125 VC K I A ,  two US K I A ,  
t h r e e  weapons c a p t u r e d )  was r e c e i v e d  from U .S . sou rces  
(pg. 2 1 )  

b .  South Vietnamese o p e r a t i o n s  i n  t h e  My La i  a r e a .  

The w i t n e s s  was aware t h a t  an o p e r a t i o n  had 
been conducted by K H I E N  i n  t h e  My Lai  a r e a  i n  June and 
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September o f  1968. However, he d i d  n o t  f i n d  o u t ' f r o m  K H I E N  
u n t i l  November o f  1969 t h a t  t h e  reason  f o r  one o f  t h e  
o p e r a t i o n s ,  'probably t h e  one in September, was t o  i n v e s t i g a t e  
t h e  a l l e g e d  a t r o c i t i e s  i n  My Lai .  K H I E N  s a i d  t h a t  because 
of enemy r e s i s t a n c e  t h a t  he w a s  unable t o  r each  t h e  hamlet  
(pgs .  6 ,  9 )  . There was ano the r  o p e r a t i o n  i n  t h e  s p r i n g  o f  
1969 i n  t h e  area t h a t  w a s  r e l a t e d  t o  t h e  model v i l l a g e  pro- 
gram. DILLERY was n o t  aware o f  any i n q u i r i e s  be ing  made dur ing  
t h e  l a t t e r  o p e r a t i o n  r ega rd ing  t h e  My Lai  i n c i d e n t  (pg.  2 4 )  . 
2 .  DILLERY 's INVESTIGATION. 

A f t e r  he  became aware t h a t  an i n c i d e n t  had occu r red  i n  
My L a i ,  DILLERY i n s t r u c t e d  M r .  MOSSE and M r .  MANKE o f  h i s  
s t a f f  t o  make c o n t a c t  w i th  l o c a l  Vietnamese o f f i c i a l s ,  e. g . ,  
Army o f f i c e r s ,  t e a c h e r s  and l o c a l  p o l i t i c i a n s ,  t o  query t h e i r  
avlareness o f  t h e  i n c i d e n t .  Many were aware,  b u t  d i d  n o t  show 
g r e a t  concern over  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  many c i v i l i a n s  were k i l l e d  
(pgs .  1 4 ,  1 5 ) .  However, none appeared t o  be  aware o f  K H I E N ' s  
f i l e  (pg.  1 4 ) .  

3. OTHER INFORMATION. 

a .  The on ly  i n d i c a t i o n  o f  American knowledge t h a t  U.S. 
a t r o c i t i e s  p o s s i b l y  occu r red  i n  My La i  was RODRIGUEZ'S 
s t a t emen t  (pg. 15) . 

b .  DILLERY a t t r i b u t e d  t h e  l a c k  of d i s cove ry  by t h e  
U . S .  adv i so ry  team and o t h e r  p r i v a t e  s e r v i c e  groups i n  1968 
t o  t h e  a f t e rma th  of  t h e  enemy's -T e t  o f f e n s i v e .  Our normal 
p roces ses  o f  i n fo rma t ion  had been d i s l o c a t e d .  He d i d  n o t  
b e l i e v e  t h e r e  w a s  any mal ice  o r  i n t e n t  on t h e  p a r t  o f  
Vietnamese o f f i c i a l s  t o  p r o t e c t  t h e  U . S .  from d i scove ry  
of  having committed war a t r o c i t i e s  (pgs .  1 8 ,  1 9 ) .  
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EXHIBITS 


E X H I B I T  
NUMBER D E S C R I P T I O N  N O T E S  PAGES 

T A N ' s  l e t t e r  t o  K H I E N ,  
M-28 2 8  M a r  6 8  ( s e c o n d  t r a n s )  

f i l e  i n  N o v  6 9 .  
1 5  

l W i t  i d e n t i f i e d  as 1 
S t a t e m e n t  of RODRIGUEZ s t a t e m e n t  i n  K H I E N ' ~  

f i l e .  I 

T O A N ' s  d i r ec t ive  t o  
i n v e s t i q a t e  W i t  had n o t  seen. 6 
T A N ' s  l e t t e r  t o  K H I E N ,  W i t  w a s  n o t  a w a r e  
11 A p r  ( t r a n s )  if th i s  E x h i b i t  

w a s  s h o w n  t o  h i m  5 , 6 ,  
by K H I E N .  1 7  
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� he h e a r i n g  reconvened a t  1630 hour s ,  15 Janu- 
a r y  1970 . )  

I 0 : The h e a r i n g  w i l l  come t o  o r d e r .  

RCDR : The fo l lowing  persons  a r e  p r e s e n t :  LTG PEERS, MR 
MACCRATE, COL FRANKLIN and MAJ LYNN. 

S i r ,  t h e  n e x t  w i t n e s s  is  M r .  C.  Edward DILLERY. 

(MR DILLERY was c a l l e d  a s  a  w i t n e s s ,  was sworn, 
and t e s t i f i e d  a s  fo l lows : )  

S i r ,  f o r  t h e  r eco rd ,  would you p l e a s e  s t a t e  your  
f u l l  name, occupa t ion ,  and r e s idence .  

A. My name i s  C a r l  Edward DILLERY, f o r e i g n  s e r v i c e  
o f f i c e r ,  and my r e s i d e n c e  is 4249 3 1 s t  S t r e e t  North ,  A r l i n g t o n ,  
Va . 
RCDR: M r .  DILLERY, t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  was d i r e c t e d  
j o i n t l y  by t h e  S e c r e t a r y  o f  t h e  Army and t h e  Chief of S t a f f  
of t h e  United S t a t e s  Army f o r  t h e  purpose of de te rmin ing  f a c t s  
and making f i n d i n g s  and recommendations concerning:  

(1) thz  adeq'clac--- of F r i a r  i n v e n t i g a t i z c s  3cd iz-
q u i r i e s  i n t o  and subsequent  reviews and r e p o r t s  w i t h i n  t h e  
cha in  of command of what i s  now cormnonly r e f e r r e d  t o  as t h e  
My L a i  i n c i d e n t  of 1 6  March 1968, and 

( 2 )  t h e  p o s s i b l e  s u p r e s s i o n  o r  w i thho ld ing  of i n -
format ion by any person who had a  du ty  t o  r e p o r t  and t o  f u r -  
n i s h  in format ion  concerning t h i s  i n c i d e n t .  

This  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  i s  n o t  be ing  conducted t o  i n -  
v e s t i g a t e  a l l  f a c t s  and c i rcumstances  of what happened a t  My 
La i .  I t  i s  d i r e c t e d  t o  t h o s e  s p e c i f i c  purposes  which I have 
j u s t  s t a t e d .  

General  PEERS has  had made a v a i l a b l e  t o  him and has  
reviewed p r i o r  o f f i c i a l  s t a t e m e n t s  ob ta ined  i n  o t h e r  o f f i c i a l  
i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  of t h e  My L a i  i n c i d e n t .  

Your tes t imony w i l l  b e  t aken  under o a t h .  A ver-
ba t im t r a n s c r i p t  w i l l  b e  p repared .  A t a p e  r e c o r d i n g  i s  b e i n g  
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made i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  verba t im no-tes be ing  t aken  by t h e  r e -
p o r t e r .  Although t h e  g e n e r a l  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  of t h i s  r e p o r t  
w i l l  be c o n f i d e n t i a l ,  it i s  p o s s i b l e  t h a t  t h e  tes t imony o r  
p a r t s  of it may l a t e r  become a  m a t t e r  of p u b l i c  knowledge. 

I0: M r .  DILLERY, a s i d e  from myself I have on my l e f t  
M r .  Robert  MACCRATE, who i s  a c i v i l i a n  a t t o r n e y  and who has  
v o l u n t e e r e d  h i s  s e r v i c e s  t o  t h e  S e c r e t a r y  of t h e  Army t o  as-
s i s t  me i n  t h e  conduct  of  t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  and a l s o  p rov ide  
l e g a l  counse l  f o r  m e  and o t h e r  members of t h e  i n q u i r y .  

On my r i g h t  i s  Colonel  FRANKLIN, from t h e  O f f i c e  
o f  t h e  Deputy Chief of S t a f f  f o r  M i l i t a r y  Opera t ions ,  who 
h a s  been a s s i g n e d  t o  t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  team by t h e  O f f i c e  
o f  t h e  Chief o f  S t a f f  t o  a s s i s t  me i n  t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  

Both t h e s e  gentlemen may address  q u e s t i o n s  t o  you 
t h i s  a f t e rnoon .  Aside from t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  group,  w e  have 
o t h e r  teams who a r e  l i k e w i s e  conduct ing i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  and 
t a k i n g  tes t imony from w i t n e s s e s .  

However, t h e  f i n a l  a n a l y s i s  l i es  p r i m a r i l y  w i th  
myself .  I w i l l  assemble t h e  r e p o r t  and make t h e  f i n d i n g s  and 
recommendations which w i l l  be submi t ted  t o  t h e  Chief of S t a f f  
and t o  t h e  S e c r e t a r y  of t h e  Army. 

For your i n fo rma t ion ,  w e  are d i r e c t i n g  t h a t  t h e  
Uarr,ilit;ry pe r socne l  who appear  bsfore ---a s  w i tnes ses  nak d i s -

cus s  t h e i r  tes t imony wi th  o t h e r s .  Now i n  your p a r t i c u l a r  c a s e  
you are somewhat beyond t h e  purview of what w e  might r e f e r  t o  
as m i l i t a r y  j u s t i c e .  But we would ask t h a t  you do l i k e w i s e ,  
t h a t  you n o t  d i s c u s s  your  t es t imony i n  t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  w i t h  
o t h e r s  i n c l u d i n g  o t h e r  w i t n e s s e s  who may appear  b e f o r e  t h i s  
i n v e s t i g a t i o n  excep t  as you may be r e q u i r e d  t o  do s o  b e f o r e  
any a d m i n i s t r a t i v e ,  l e g i s l a t i v e ,  o r  j u d i c i a l  body. Do you 
have any q u e s t i o n s ?  

A. No, sir. 

Q - M r .  DILLERY,  would you t e l l  us what your a s s ign -  
ment was i n  South Vietnam about  the mlddle of March 1 9 6 8 ?  

A. Ac tua l ly  I d i d  n o t  a r r i v e  i n  Vietnam u n t i l  6 A p r i l  
1968. I w a s  a s s igned  t o  I Corps and found o u t  du r ing  t h e  week 
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of 1 4  ~ p r i lt h a t  I was t o  be a s s igned  t o  Quang Ngai. I a r -
r i v e d  a t  Quang Ngai, 20 A p r i l  1968 and se rved  a s  e x e c u t i v e .  
o f f i c e r  t o  t h e  adv i so ry  team t o  Quang Ngai Province .  On 1 
June 1969 I became province  s e n i o r  a d v i s o r  and s o  se rved  
u n t i l  3 December 1969. 

Q For  6 months i n  1969 you w e r e  t h e  PSA then?  

A. Tha t '  s r i g h t .  

Q But you say  it was June? 

A. From, 2 0  A p r i l  1968 through t h e  end of May 1969, 
I was , t h e  e x e c u t i v e  o f f i c e r .  

Q And t h e n  what were you from t h a t  p o i n t  u n t i l  
such t ime a s  you became t h e  PSA? 

A. Right  away, j u s t  one day t o  t h e  nex t .  On 30 May 
I was t h e  e x e c u t i v e  o f f i c e r ,  and on 1 June I took ove r  a s  
p rov ince  s e n i o r  adv i so r .  

Q - Well, when you f i r s t  j o ined  t h e  p rov ince ,  what 
were your d u t i e s  then?  

A. A t  t h a t  t i m e  I was c o o r d i n a t i n g  a l l  of  t h e  develop--.... nL-1I L ~ S L L L ~ La c t i v i t i e s  of ""-L ~ I G  province t e m r  i n c l u d i n y  s o c i a l  el-
f a r e  and r e f u g e  work, p u b l i c  h e a l t h ,  i n fo rma t ion  programs, 
and t h e  normal developmental  programs such a s  a g r i c u l t u r e .  
educa t ion ,  and s o  f o r t h .  

Q 
t h i n g s  

Would you 
r e fugees?  

a l s o  be r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  handl ing  such 

A. Y e s ,  t h a t ' s  c o r r e c t .  

Q Would you a l s o  have something t o  do w i t h  t h e  RD 
cadre  team? 

A. No, t h e  RD cad re  team was handled by an e x e c u t i v e  
o f f i c e r  f o r  o p e r a t i o n s .  They came under h i s  c o o r d i n a t i o n ,  
a l though I was ve ry  w e l l  a cqua in t ed  wi th  t h e  t h i n g s  they  d i d .  

Q . Did you have anyth ing  t o  do w i t h  c e n s u s - g r i e v a n c e
teams? 
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A. No. Tha t  would a l s o  f a l l  under t h e  o p e r a t i o n s  
execu t ive  o f f i c e r .  

Q. .  You w e r e  l o c a t e d  a t  Quang Ngai? What w e r e  your  
r e l a t i o n s  w i t h  t h e  d i s t r i c t s ?  

A. No d i r e c t  r e l a t i o n s h i p  except  t h a t  I v i s i t e d  a l l  of  
t h e  d i s t r i c t s  on a r e g u l a r  b a s i s .  The c i v i l i a n  d i s t r i c t  

- r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  t h a t  w e  had i n  each one were c l o s e s t  t o  m e  i n  
t e r m s  of t h e i r  p o i n t  of c o n t a c t  i n  headqua r t e r s  i t s e l f ,  s o  t h a t  
I had c o n t a c t s  w i t h  M r .  SITTIG who was t h e  d i s t r i c t  represen-
t a t i v e  i n  Quang Tinh.  

& When you w e r e  t h e r e ,  s t a r t i n g  i n  t h e  month of  A p r i l ,  
d i d  it eve r  come t o  your  a t t e n t i o n  t h a t  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  of  any k ind  
w a s  be ing  conducted i n t o  t h e  a r e a  of  Son My? 

A. A s  of A p r i l  1968? 

Q - No, a s  of  A p r i l  1968 f o r  something t h a t  might have 
t a k e n  p l a c e  i n  t h e  month of  March 1968. 

A. Right ,  I unders tand.  N o ,  t h e  f i r s t  t i m e  I was aware 
o f  any i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  I ' m  a f r a i d  I c a n ' t  remember t h e  d a t e ,  was 
when a r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  of  t h e  I G  came through.  I b e l i e v e  it was 
t h e  s p r i n g  of  1969. I was p e r i p h e r a l l y  aware o f  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  
t hey  were i n v e s t i g a t i n g  an i n c i d e n t  i n  Son Tinh a l though  I d o n ' t  
t h i n k  I w a s  aware or' Son iviy or iviy L a i .  I reaiized l a te r  k i l a t  
t h i s  i s  what t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  w a s  about .  

Q- Did you meet t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i n g  o f f i c e r '  a t  a l l ?  

A. I was p r e s e n t  a t  one meeting a t  which h e  was a l s o  
p r e s e n t .  

Q .  I would imagine t h a t  t h i s  would probably have been 
Colonel  WILSON? 

A. I b e l i e v e  it was, a l though I ' m  n o t  r e a l l y  c e r t a i n  
o f  t h e  name. 

Q. Well,  w e  would unders tand ,  M r .  DILLERY, t h a t  t h i s  so-
c a l l e d  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  and v a r i o u s  p a r t s  of it cont inued  a f t e r  t h e  
i n c i d e n t  i t s e l f  which took  p l a c e  about t h e  1 6 t h  of March and con-
t i n u e d  on sometime i n t o  A p r i l  and on up i n t o  May. Also t h a t  t h e r e  
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was some r e l a t i o n  w i t h - t h e  ARVN and w i t h  t h e  prov ince  i n  con-
n e c t i o n  w i t h  something t h a t  may have happened a t  My Lai .  I n  
your c a p a c i t y ,  d i d  you become aware of  any th ing  t h a t  may have 
been a s s o c i a t e d  wi th  t h e  My La i  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  e i t h e r  by t h e  
ARVN o r  t h e  GVN? 

A. Nothing e v e r  came t o  my own d i r e c t  a t t e n t i o n  u n t i l  
November 1969 when, i n  t h e  course  of  t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  Colonel  
K H I E N ,  t h e  p rov ince  c h i e f ,  showed m e  h i s  f i l e  on t h e  s u b j e c t .  I 
d i d n ' t  r ead  i t ,  b u t  I observed t h a t  t h e r e  w a s  a  memorandum t o  
him from Capta in  TAN, t h e  d i s t r i c t  c h i e f ,  suppor ted  by a  
f l imsy  y e t  o r i g i n a l  copy of  a sma l l  r e p o r t  by t h e  deputy d i s -  
t r i c t  s e n i o r  a d v i s o r ,  Capta in  RODRIGUEZ, I t h i n k  it w a s .  Again 
I d i d  n o t  observe  t h e  c o n t e n t s  o f  t h i s ,  b u t  s e e i n g  t h o s e  two 
p i e c e s  of paper  t h e n  w a s  t h e  f i r s t  t i m e . t h a t  I w a s  aware t h a t  
t h e r e  had a c t u a l l y  been a  Vietnamese i n q u i r y  o r  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  
of My La i .  

Q: The copy of  t h e  f l imsy  r e p o r t  t h a t  you saw which had 
. .been p repa red '  b y .  RODRIGUEZ ;. w a s  it s igned?  

A. I c a n ' t  remember; I t h i n k  it w a s .  

Q e  
 I have h e r e  a copy of  t hen  L ieu tenan t  TAN'S r e p o r t  
t c  t h e  p r o v i ~ c e  chief ss af 2 8  Msrch. T h i s  hzs Seen cntzrsd 
i n t o  t h e  r eco rd  as E x h i b i t  M-28. An Engl i sh  v e r s i o n  i s  on t o p  
wi th  a p h o t o s t a t  of  t h e  o r i g i n a l  Vietnamese copy underneath .  
Do you r e c a l l  hav ing  seen  t h i s  i n  t h e  f i l e  o f  Colonel  KHIEN? 

( I0  hands document t o  w i t n e s s . )  

A. Y e s ,  I t h i n k  t h i s  i s  t h e  document t h a t  I found i n  
t h e  f i l e .  

Q. I have h e r e  ano the r  one p repa red  by t h e  d i s t r i c t  
c h i e f .  I ' m  nof s u r e  a t  t h e  t i m e  whether  he was a c a p t a i n  o r  a 
l i e u t e n a n t .  H e  s i g n s  h imse l f  as a f i r s t  l i e u t e n a n t .  I t  i s  
d a t e d  t h e  1 1 t h  o f  Apr i l .  And t h i s  has  a l s o  been e n t e r e d  i n t o  
t h e  r e c o r d  a s  M-34. 

(I0 hands document t o  w i t n e s s . )  

A. I d o n ' t  recognize  t h i s  one.  I ' m  t r y i n g  t o  remember 
looking  a t  t h a t  f i l e .  And I s a w  it i n  Vietnamese, of course ;  no 
t r a n s l a t i o n s .  I t  looks  a l i t t l e  s imi l a r ,  d o e s n ' t  i t ?  
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Q. Y e s ,  t hey  do,  e s p e c i a l l y  t h e  Vietnamese v e r s i o n s .  

A. Right .  The t h i n g s  t h a t  we would n o t i c e ,  t h e  headings  
and s o  f o r t h ,  a r e  a l l  ve ry  s i m i l a r .  I k ind  of  t h i n k  I remember 
s e e i n g  t h e n  L ieu tenan t  TAN'S  s i g n a t u r e  on t h i s .  But n o t  knowing 
what t h e  c o n t e n t  was, I ' m  r e a l l y  n o t  s u r e ;  I ' m  s o r r y .  

Q. I have h e r e  now a document da t ed  t h e  1 4 t h  of A p r i l ,  
headed "Statement"  and s igned  by Captain  Angel M. RODRIGUEZ 
( ~ x h i b i tM-30) .  Here i s  a  very  poor p h o t o s t a t  of t h e  document 

w i t h  a v e r s i o n  underneath  which has  been typed  o u t  i n  c l e a r  
and may be more h e l p f u l  i n  reviewing.  

A. Yes, t h i s  i s  t h e  document I saw. I ' m  s u r e  t h i s  is 
t h e  document.1 saw i n  Colonel  K H I E N ' s  f i l e .  

Q - You d o n ' t  r e c a l l  whether o r  n o t  t h e  copy you s a w  was 
s igned?  

A. Yes, I t h i n k  now t h a t  I remember it was s igned .  

Q. Do you r e c a l l  s e e i n g  i n  Colonel  K H I E N ' s  f i l e  a copy 
o f  a  d i r e c t i v e  from General  TOAN, t hen  Colonel  TOAN, d a t e d ,  I 
b e l i e v e ,  t h e  1 5 t h  of A p r i l ?  The d i r e c t i v e  I ' m  speak ing  of i s  
e n t e r e d  i n t o  t h e  r e c o r d  a s  E x h i b i t  M-32. 

( I0  hands document t o  w i t n e s s . )  

A. ho t  1 d o n ' t  remember t h i s .  

Q. Do you r e c a l l  an o p e r a t i o n  be ing  conducted by pro-
v i n c e  o r  by s e c t o r  under Colonel  K H I E N  o r  h i s  deputy f o r  m i l i t a r y  
o p e r a t i o n s ,  deputy s e c t o r  commander, i n t o  t h e  My L a i  a r e a  i n  
about  t h e  middle of  June i n  1968? 

A. Y e s ,  I remember an o p e r a t i o n  i n  t h a t  a r e a .  The 
r ea son  t h a t  I remember it was t h a t  t h e  t hen  province  s e n i o r  
a d v i s o r ,  M r .  Robert BURKE, and t h e  deputy prov ince  s e n i o r  
a d v i s o r ,  I b e l i e v e  t h e n  L ieu tenan t  Colonel  George SWEARENGEN, 

' 

accompanied o r  went o u t  t o  t h e  C P  of t h e  o p e r a t i o n  and t h a t  
a r e a  r ece ived  mor ta r  fire- I remember it stuck i n  mind because 
M r .  BURKE was wear ing a  whi te  s h i r t  and s o  f o r t h .  I t  was a 
p e r s o n a l  anecdote ,  and I know t h a t  t h i s  o p e r a t i o n  d i d  t a k e  p l a c e  
w i t h  t h e  C P  about--
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Q. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  J u s t  t o  r e f r e s h  your  memory h e r e ,  
a c r o s s  t h e  Song Tra  Khuc River  from Quang Ngai, t h e  road going 
from t h e r e  o u t  t o  t h e  My L a i  (1) a r e a  i s  c a l l e d  Highway 521 
[ r e f e r r i n g  t o  E x h i b i t  MAP 1) h a l f  way o u t ,  roughly 5 k i l o -

me te r s ,  you have t h e  c i t a d e l  on your l e f t ;  A s  you go about  
3 k i l o m e t e r s  f u r t h e r ,  you have t h e  one promontory t h e r e  
which i s  H i l l  85. And n o r t h  o f  t h a t  you w i l l  see t h e  v i l l a g e  
of My Lai  ( 4 ) .  

A. Y e s ,  I t h i n k  t h a t  t h e  p l a c e  where t h e  CP was, a s  
I unders tand i-t, wits  a t  t h i s  sma l l  a r e a  r i g h t  h e r e  ( i n d i c a t i n g ) ,  
t h i s  s m a l l  h i l l ,  l i t t l e  f l a t  space  r i g h t  h e r e .  And w e  l a t e r  
went t o  i n s t a l l  some' Marine combined a c t i o n  p l a t o o n s  who 
were going t o  work i n  t h i s  a r e a ,  and w e  had a ceremony t h e r e .  
I remember them say ing  t h a t  t h i s  was t h e  s a m e  p l a c e  where t h e y  
had t h e  CP of  a l l  t h e  o p e r a t i o n s  i n  t h a t  a r e a .  So t h i s  was 
t h e  p l a c e  t h a t  had r e c e i v e d  t h e  s h e l l i n g  and where t h e  
prov ince  c h i e f  had gone i n  about  June 1968. 

Q - Could t h i s  have been on two s e p a r a t e  occas ions?  
The one o p e r a t i o n  t h a t  I have r e f e r e n c e  t o  took p l a c e  between 
t h e  1 1 t h  and 1 3 t h  of  June. Although it was o r i g i n a l l y  
d i r e c t e d  a t  t h e  v i l l a g e  of My L a i ,  it was l a t e r  r e - o r i e n t e d  
to t h e  r e scue  of  pe r sonne l  involved  i n  an a i r p l a n e  c r a s h  
between one h e l i c o p t e r  and a fixed-wing.  

A. Tha t  d o e s n ' t  sound l i k e  t h e  s a m e  one I ' m  d i s c u s s i n g .  
It could  have been two. I remember a l s o  t h e  o p e r a t i o n s  i n v o l v i n g  
the r e s c u e  o f  people .  And it seems t o  m e  t h a t ' s  n o t  t h e  same 
one I was j u s t  d i s c u s s i n g ,  a l though  t h e  t iming  on it i s  
fuzzy i n  my mind. 

Q W e l l ,  can you i n d i c a t e  any th ing  which you remember 
f r o m  going o u t  w i t h  Colonel  SWEARENGEN and M r .  BURKE about  
what happened o u t  t h e r e  i n  t h e  area of t h a t  h i l l ?  

A. I shou ld  make t h a t  c l e a r .  I d i d  n o t  accompany them. 
The r ea son  t h a t  I remember ' th i s  i s  because t h e y  d i s c u s s e d  it 
a f t e r  they  came back.  I j u s t  know t h e  o p e r a t i o n  took p l a c e  i n  
that a r e a  and Colonel  K H I E N  w a s  p e r s o n a l l y  t h e r e .  I d o n ' t  know 
what happened du r ing  t h e  o p e r a t i o n .  

Q *  Do you know what t h e y  went o u t  t h e r e  f o r ?  
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A. I d o n ' t  know t h a t ,  no,  except  f o r  what Colonel  
K H I E N  l a t e r  s a i d .  I n  d i s c u s s i n g  t h i s  i n  November 1969 when 
looking  back on it, he l a t e r  s a i d  t h a t  he had conducted t h i s  
o p e r a t i o n  f o r  t h e  purpose of t r y i n g  t o  g e t  t o  My L a i  t o  
conduct  an i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  

Q. T h a t ' s  v e r y  i n t e r e s t i n g .  Did he t a l k  about  drawing 
any mor ta r  f i r e  o r  any th ing  o u t  t h e r e ?  

A. H e  s a i d  t h a t  he had gone o u t  w i th  t h e  hope of 
reach ing  t h e  hamle t ,  b u t  t h a t  he was unable  t o  because enemy 
a c t i v i t y  was s o  heavy t h a t  t hey  were unable t o  g e t  t o  t h e  
o b j e c t i v e .  The re fo re ,  he d i d  n o t  pursue t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  
a t  t h a t  t i m e .  

Q - I t h i n k  i t  would be h e l p f u l  t o  us  i f  you could s o r t  
of  f i x  t h a t  i n  t i m e .  

A. T h a t ' s  k ind  of tough.  The b e s t  I can r e a l l y  s a y  i s  
t h a t  it was t h e  summer of  1968. He was r e a l l y  d i s c u s s i n g  t h i s  
i n  November 1968, and,  of cou r se ,  I remembered a whole s lew of  
i n c i d e n t s .  One t h i n g  i s  t h a t  when Son Tinh s u b s e c t o r  had oper-  
a t i o n s ,  t h e y  always used t h e  same C P ,  and they  would run l i t t l e  
o p e r a t i o n s  o u t  around t o  t h e  e a s t  of t h e  c i t a d e l  and p u t  t h e i r  
CP t h e r e .  But Colonel  K H I E N  d i d  n o t  normally go. This  one 
p a r t i c u l a r  one t h a t  I ' m  d i s c u s s i n g  i s  t h e  on ly  one t h a t  I 
p e r s o n a l l y  remember him going on. But a g a i n ,  j u s t  t h e  e x a c t  
d a t e  of i t ,  o r  even more c l o s e l y  i s o l a t i n g  it, I j u s t  c a n ' t  
do it. 

Q. We've heard--we know t h a t  t hey  conducted t h i s  one 
o p e r a t i o n  i n  June because w e  have r eco rds  where awards w e r e  
i s s u e d  t o  some of t h e  pe r sonne l  who were involved  i n  t r y i n g  
t o  r e scue  t h e  personne l .  So w e ' r e  a b l e  t o  p i n  t h a t  one down 
p r e t t y  t i g h t .  Now w e  have had i n d i c a t i o n s  t h a t  a  group d i d  
go o u t  i n c l u d i n g  Colonel  K H I E N  and t h e  deputy f o r  o p e r a t i o n s  
a t  t h a t  t i m e ,  Colonel  GREEN, a l s o  accompanied him. W e  t a l k e d  
t o  Colonel  K H I E N  and he i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  he had an o p e r a t i o n  
i n  June which was d i r e c t e d  a t  t h e  v i l l a g e ,  b u t  it was d i v e r t e d  
because of  t h e  a i r c r a f t .  But he i n d i c a t e s  he had ano the r  one 
i n  September- Could t h i s  one have been as Late as September? 

A. I t  could have been a s  l a t e  a s  September. I t  seems 
t o  me t h a t  it was a f t e r  M r .  BURKE had been t h e r e  f o r  a c e r t a i n  
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t ime.  So it could  have been a s  l a t e  a s  September. I n  f a c t ,  
t h a t  seems more r ea sonab le  t o  me. I j u s t  d o n ' t  r e c a l l  t h a t '  
t h e  a i r p l a n e  i n c i d e n t  had t o  do wi th  t h e  p e r s o n a l ' v i s i t  by 
Colonel  K H I E N .  So I would t h i n k  September w a s  a more l o g i c a l  
d a t e  t han  June.  

Q - Do you remember t h e  t i m e  when M r .  BURKE took ove r  
a s  t h e  PSA? 

A. Yes. 

Q.  Could you g i v e  u s  t h e  'approximate t ime  p e r i o d  when 
he d i d  t a k e  ove r?  

A. M r .  MAY l e f t  on 25 May. I t h i n k  M r .  BURKE d i d  n o t  
a r r i v e  u n t i l  about  1 June because t h e r e  was a severa l -day  
"unde r l ap" ,  o r  whatever  you wish t o  c a l l  i t ,  when they  were bo th  
n o t  t h e r e .  

Q .  ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  But M r .  BURKE d i d  t a k e  over  sometime 
in--

A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  I t  shou ld  be  i n  June ,  y e s .  I f  n o t ,  
t hen  it was t h e  l a s t  couple  days of May. 

Q. A s  I r e c a l l ,  Colonel  G U I N N  who was t h e  deputy a t  
t h e  t i m e ,  d e p a r t e d  around t h e  f i r s t  p a r t  of June.  

A. H e  d e p a r t e d  b e f o r e  M r .  BURKE a r r i v e d  a l s o .  Both t h e  
deputy and t h e  prov ince  s e n i o r  a d v i s o r  l e f t .  I guess  t h a t  
Colonel  GREEN,  who was s t i l l  t h e r e ,. . - . and I were s o r t  of i n  charge.  

Q How l o n g  d i d  M r .  BURKE remain t h e  PSA? 

A. He l e f t  on 30 May 1969. I ' m  s o r r y ,  he l e f t  on 1 June.  

Q - He s t a y e d  f o r  j u s t  about  a  y e a r  t hen?  

A. T h a t ' s  r i g h t .  He had p r e v i o u s l y  been i n  P l e i k u  f o r  
about a y e a r ,  s o  t h i s  w a s  t h e  f u l f i l l m e n t  of  h i s  2 y e a r  a s s ign -
ment . . 
Q- Do you r e c a l l  any th ing  f u r t h e r  about  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  
o u t  t h e r e  w i t h  M r .  BURKE and Colonel  SWEARENGEN? 
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A. I t h i n k  I ' v e  t o l d  you j u s t  about  a l l  I know 
about  t h a t .  

Q. Did you e v e r ,  around about  t h i s  t i m e  p e r i o d ,  o r  
a f t e r  t h a t  a s  a m a t t e r  of f a c t ,  h e a r  about o r  s e e  any VC 
propaganda,  e i t h e r  i n  terms of  t h a t  which came o u t  over  
b r o a d c a s t s ,  t h a t  which may have been publ i shed  i n  l e a f l e t s ,  
t h e  use  of  s l o g a n s ,  p o s t e r s ,  banne r s ,  armbands o r  any o t h e r  
t h i n g  which would have focused on My L a i  o r  upon Tu Cung 
o r  Co Luy o r  t h e  g e n e r a l  v i l l a g e  of Son My? 

A. No, I d i d  n o t .  The province  c h i e f  s t a t e d  i n  Nov-
ember 1969 t h a t  t h e r e  had been VC propaganda, b u t  it had 
neve r  come t o  my a t t e n t i o n  b e f o r e  t h a t  p o i n t .  

Q To your  knowledge, had t h e  census g r i evance  
people  e v e r  t o l d  you about  any in format ion  which they  g o t  
through t h e i r  channels  concern ing  anyth ing  which may have 
happened? 

A. No, t hey  had n o t .  However, I r e a l l y  had no th ing  
t o  do w i t h  census  g r i evance .  They worked a lmos t  d i r e c t l y  
f o r  t h e  O f f i c e  of S p e c i a l  A s s i s t a n c e  people ,  and d u r i n g  
much of t h i s  p e r i o d ,  I d i d n ' t  have any c o n t a c t  a t  a l l  wi th  
them. Then a f t e r  I became t h e  s e n i o r  a d v i s o r  i n  June  of  
t h i s  y e a r ,  it was never  r eques t ed  by t h e  OSA. 

MR MACCRA'YE: Can you r e c a l l  t h e  c i rcumstances  under wnicn 
Colonel  KHIEN f i r s t  showed you t h i s  f i l e ?  

A. Yes, it w a s  when t h e  i n v e s t i g a t o r  from Cr imina l  
I n v e s t i g a t i o n  Div i s ion  came i n  November of t h i s  yea r .  

Q. I n v e s t i g a t ~ rfrom where? 

A. Cr iminal  I n v e s t i g a t i o n  Div is ion .  

I0 : For  t h e  r e c o r d ,  I t h i n k  you meant l a s t  y e a r ,  
d i d n ' t  you? 

A. Y e s ,  1969. Then it was du r ing  one of  o u r  pre-
l i m i n a r y  conve r sa t ions  w i t h  him, M r .  FEHER, t h a t  Colonel  
KHIEN brought  t h a t  f i l e  i n ,  and I a c t u a l l y  saw t h e  i n s i d e  
of t h e  f i l e ,  a l though  I w a s n ' t  g iven  an o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  r e a l l y  
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r ead  it a t  t h a t  p o i n t .  I t  w a s  a l l  p a r t  of t h e  d i s c u s s i o n .  
So t h a t ' s  t h e  f i r s t  t i m e  I had seen  it. That was t h e  c i r -  
cumstance. 

MR MACCRRTE: A s  he  produced t h e  f i l e  o r  t a l k e d  about  i t ,  dc 

you r e c a l l  what he  s a i d  about  it by way of background o r  ex-

p l a n a t i o n ?  


A. A t  t h a t  p o i n t  he  was say ing  he had r e c e i v e d  t h i s  

i n q u i r y  from t h e  d i s t r i c t  c h i e f  and had forwarded it t o  t h e  

2 d  ARVNDivision. However, h e  d i d  n o t  have a copy of  t h e  

l e t t e r  which he had forwarded t o  t h e  2d ARVN Div i s ion  i n ' t h e  

f i l e .  I t  seemed t o  me l i k e  t h e r e  might have been a hand-


. w r i t t e n  n o t e  	i n  t h e  f i l e  which s a i d  something about  t h e  125 
VC k i l l e d  and 20 c i v i l i a n s ,  something on t h a t  o r d e r ,  a hand 

, -n o t a t i o n  of some type .  

Q .  A hand n o t a t i o n  of  125 VC k i l l e d ,  20 c i v i l i a n s ?  

A.  Y e s ,  something l i k e  t h a t .  And he d i s c u s s e d  t h a t  he 
s a i d  t h a t  t h e  r e s u l t s  of h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  of t h i s  m a t t e r  t h e n  
had been t h a t  t h i s  was approximately  what had occur red .  

Q a Did he i n d i c a t e  w h e r e h e  had g o t t e n  t h a t  i n f o r -  . . 

mation i n  h i s  handwr i t t en  no te?  


A. No, he d i d  no t .  

Q. Did he i n d i c a t e  t h a t  he had t a l k e d  t o  any United 

S t a t e s  pe r sonne l  a t  an e a r l i e r '  t i m e  about  t h i s ?  


A. No, e x c e p t  t h a t  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  of  t h e  I G  who came 
through e a r l i e r .  He 'never  mentioned it when I was p r e s e n t .  
He never  i n d i c a t e d  any o t h e r  t ime  t o  me t h a t  he had d i s c u s s e d  
it w i t h  any o t h e r  American pe r sonne l .  

Q - But he d i d  show you t h e  s t a t e m e n t  s i g n e d  by Captain  
RODRIGUEZ? 

A. T h a t ' s  r i g h t .  He never  e x p l a i n e d ,  and I guess  it 
j u s t  d i d n ' t  occur  t o  me a t  t h a t  p o i n t  t o  ask how Captain  ROD-
RIGUEZ g o t  involved .  I j u s t  d i d n ' t  pursue  t h e  p o i n t .  I d o n ' t  
t h i n k  Captain  RODRIGUEZ was i n  t h e  h a b i t  of  t a l k i n g  t o  t h e  
prov ince  c h i e f .  You s e e  a t  t h a t  t ime ,  t h e  s e n i o r  a d v i s o r ,  
I t h i n k ,  was n o t  p r e s e n t  and Captain  RODRIGUEZ was. 

(DILLERY) 	 APP T-16 3 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 




FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 


Q e  
 Was Major GAVIN? 

A. Major GAVIN,  a t  t h a t  t ime ,  yes .  

Q- Major GAVIN w a s  n o t  a v a i l a b l e ?  

A.  When I f i r s t  a r r i v e d ,  I b e l i e v e  he w a s  on a r a t h e r  
extended l e a v e ,  h i s  e x t e n s i o n  l e a v e ,  I t h i n k .  He'd extended 
f o r  18  months. 

Q. So t h a t  it would be your r e c o l l e c t i o n  t h a t  Captain  
RODRIGUEZ was t h e  s e n i o r  o f f i c e r  p r e s e n t  a t  t h e  d i s t r i c t ?  

A.  Yes. 

Q - Do you r e c a l l  t h e  name of t h e  Phoenix l i e u t e n a n t  
who was o u t  a t  t h e  d i s t r i c t  headqua r t e r s  i n  Son Tinh? 

A t  t h a t  t ime? 

~t t h a t  t i m e .  

A. I d o n ' t  t h i n k  w e  had a Phoenix--the Phoenix Program 
w a s n ' t  s t a r t e d  a t  t h a t  t i m e .  

Q-- We have had an i n d i v i d u a l  i d e n t i f i e d  a s  a t a l l ,  
s l e n d e r  l i e u t e n a n t  who worked o u t  i n  t h e  Son Tinh D i s t r i c t  
and have heard  that he k a s  iii s o x e  $jay a f f i l i a t e d ,  perhaps  
a t  a l a t e r  t i m e ,  w i t h  t h e  Phoenix Program. 

A. I t  must have been because t h e  Phoenix Program d i d n ' t  
s t a r t  up u n t i l  t h e  summer of 1968,  and I d o n ' t  t h i n k  w e  a s s igned  
o f f i c e r s  i n  t h e r e  u n t i l  t h e  f a l l  of 1968. He could  have been 
w i t h  Mobile Advisory T e a m s  o r  something l i k e  t h a t .  

I0: I t h i n k  it v a r i e d  from d i s t r i c t  t o  d i s t r i c t .  I f  
you remember, t hey  s t a r t e d  them, M r .  DILLERY, and a s  t hey  could 
g e t  h o l d ,  g e t  t h e  Vietnamese and t h e  U . S .  t o  work t o g e t h e r - - i t  
w a s  s o r t  of  a  haphazard arrangement of b u i l d i n g  b locks .  But 
t h e r e  w a s n ' t  any magic f i g u r e .  

A. Right .  I ' m  a f r a i d  Quang Ngai was a l i t t l e  slow i n  
g e t t i n g  Phoenix s t a r t e d  because I can remember i n  t h e  l a t e  
summer d i s c u s s i n g  wi th  t h e  Phoenix c o o r d i n a t o r  g e t t i n g  t h i n g s  
o rgan ized  b e f o r e  he had h i s  people  on board.  But maybe I could  
sort of r ack  my b r a i n  a l i t t l e  b i t .  
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MR MACCRATE: The name t h a t ' s  been g iven  t o  u s ,  on ly  a l a s t  
name, i s  L ieu tenan t  DAWKINS. And he i s  d e s c r i b e d  a s  having 
a Georgia accen t .  

A. Oh, DAWKINS, y e s ,  s u r e .  I k i n d  of t h i n k  he was a 
MAT l e a d e r ,  though. Although he  might have been w i t h  Phoenix. 

Q- ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Do you r e c a l l  h i s  f i r s t  name? 

A. No, b u t  I could c e r t a i n l y  f i n d  someone who knows. 

Q- I t  would be ve ry  h e l p f u l  t o  us .  

A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  I t  might t a k e  m e  a few days.  I might 
have t o  w r i t e  a l e t t e r  o r  two, b u t  I know t h e r e  are people  who 
could f i n d  t h a t  f o r  m e .  I would be very  p l e a s e d  t o  do it. A s  
I r e c a l l ,  I t h i n k  he w a s  promoted t o  c a p t a i n  b e f o r e  he l e f t .  

I 0 : That  might ve ry  w e l l  b e ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n  t h i s  t i m e .  

A. I ' 11 do t h a t .  

MR MACCRATE: I n  your conve r sa t ion  w i t h  Colonel  K H I E N ,  d i d  you 
g e t  any impress ion  a s  t o  t h e  way he looked upon t h i s  f i l e ?  Is 
t h i s  something t h a t  you had t h e  impress ion  t h a t  he k e p t  
p r e t t y  much i n  h i s  p e r s o n a l  pos ses s ion  up t o  t h a t  t ime? Some-
t h i n g  t h a t  w a s  r a t h e r  p r i v a t e  t o  him? 

A. H i s  s t a f f  k e p t  i t ,  n o t  h e ,  because when he wanted 
i t ,  he asked f o r  it from h i s  s t a f f .  But t h i s  i s  s t r i c t l y  
op in ion  now. 

Q. Y e s .  G e t t i n g  your impress ion ,  w a s  t h i s  something 
t h a t  you t h i n k  he may have sha red  w i t h  o t h e r s  b e f o r e  o r  was he 
b r i n g i n g  it o u t ,  s o r t  of r e v e a l i n g  something,  as you g o t  t h e  
impress ion? 

A. No, I d o n ' t  t h i n k  it was r e v e a l i n g  s o  much as--
my own f e e l i n g  i s  t h a t  t h e  q u e s t i o n  a r o s e  and he d i d  t h e  nec-
e s s a r y  and t h a t  was t h e  purpose f o r  t h e  f i l e .  I r e a l l y  
d i d n ' t  have much of  a f e e l i n g  t h a t  he passed  it on t o  anyone. 
I mean t h e  Vietnamese, a t  a l l  l e v e l s  t h a t  I r a n  i n t o ,  seemed 
t o  be s i n g u l a r l y  uninformed about  it. So I would say  t h a t  he 
k e p t  it r a t h e r  c l o s e .  That  would be my impress ion .  
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Q - When you say  t h e  Vietnamese were s i n g u l a r l y  
uninformed about  it, what Vietnamese d i d  you speak wi th?  

A. The people  i n  t h e  p rov ince ,  t h e  s e c r e t a r y  of  
t h e  permanent s t a f f  of t h e  p a c i f i c a t i o n  c o u n c i l ,  and t h e  
deputy prov ince  ch ie f - - they  w e r e  n o t  aware of t h i s .  I 
d i d n ' t  t a l k  t o  t h e  deputy s e c t o r  commander who a t  t h a t  
t ime had gone. I t h i n k  a l o t  of people  were aware of  t h e  
i n c i d e n t ,  b u t  aware of t h e  f i l e ?  Nobody had e v e r  mentioned 
t h a t  Colonel  K H I E N  had a f i l e .  

Q You say  a l o t  of  people  were aware of t h e  i n -
c i d e n t ?  

A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  What am I bas ing  t h a t  on? When 
w e  s t a r t e d ,  one of t h e  t h i n g s  t h a t  we d i d  a f t e r  t h e  c a s e  
came t o  everybody 's  a t t e n t i o n  was t o  determine i f  t h e r e  
w a s  any p o l i t i c a l  o r  p u b l i c  op in ion  r e a c t i o n  t o  t h i s  i n  
Quang Ngai Province a t  a l l .  What e f f e c t  would it have on t h e  
p a c i f i c a t i o n  program? We had a young man on t h e  team who 
s p e c i a l i z e d ,  a long  w i t h  h i s  r e fugee  d u t i e s ,  a s  a p o l i t i c a l  zt 
r e p o r t i n g  o f f i c e r .  -i 

a?"' 

Q - Who was t h a t ?  
--

J J  
A. H i s  name was George MOSSE, and h e ' s  s t i l l  on X 
t h e  team. H e ' l l  be l e a v i n g  f a i r l y  soon t o  go t o  Da Nang t o  
be p o l i t i c a l  r e p o r t i n g  o f f i c e r  f o r  I Corps. 

Q - H e ' s  s t i l l  on t h e  team t h e r e ?  

A. H e ' s  s t i l l  on t h e  team t h e r e ,  t h a t ' s  r i g h t .  There 
a l s o  might be ano the r  young man who came through a t  t h i s  
t ime  named Hugh MANKE who w a s  an IVS vo lun tee r .  He was i n  
t h e  educa t ion  program and had a g r e a t  many f r i e n d s  among t h e  
younger people .  So I asked him t o  f e e l  o u t  t h e i r  c o n t a c t s ,  
t o  f i n d  o u t  what t h e  r e a c t i o n s  were t o  t h i s .  F i r s t  of a l l ,  
one of t h e  i n t e r e s t i n g  t h i n g s  was t h a t  t h e r e  were no d i s c e r n -
i b l e  r e a c t i o n s  a t  a l l  i n  Quang Ngai Province.  And t h e r e  was 
a sense  t o  t h e  t h i n g s  t h a t  t hey  go t .  A number of t h e  people  
t h a t  t hey  t a l k e d  t o  had been aware of t h i s ,  of t h e  a l l e g e d  
i n c i d e n t .  When you would remind them of i t ,  t h e y  would s a y ,  
"Oh, y e s ,  t h e  i n c i d e n t  i n  Son My Vi l l age . "  So, i n  o t h e r  

(DILLERY) APP T-163 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 


words, t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e r e  had been something t h a t  had 
happened seemed t o  be ,  I wouldn ' t  s ay  common knowledge, 
b u t  there--  

Q .  ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  This  w a s  t a l k i n g  t o  v i l l a g e r s ?  

A. No. This  was most ly  t a l k i n g  t o  people  who would 
be l i k e  young Army o f f i c e r s , .  educa t ion  people  and p o l i t i c i a n s ,  
l o c a l  p o l i t i c i a n s .  

Q- Various l o c a l  Vietnamese? 

A. Var ious  l o c a l  Vietnamese, n o t  however, I ' m  a f r a i d  
down t o  t h e  l o c a l  v i l l a g e r  l e v e l .  W e  never  g o t  down q u i t e  
t h a t  low. W e  j u s t  d i d n ' t  have c o n t a c t s  among them. But it 
would be s choo l  t e a c h e r s ,  t h e  v i l l a g e  c h i e f  and t h e  hamlet  
c h i e f .  Of c o u r s e ,  t hey  spoke i n  a very  mat ter-of-£  a c t  way. 
When w e  f i r s t  r a i s e d  it w i t h  t h e  Son My v i l l a g e  c h i e f ,  when 
t h e  C I D  i n v e s t i g a t o r  came, and s a i d  t h a t  he would l i k e  t o  
have an i n t e r v i e w  wi th  t h e  Son My V i l l a g e  c h i e f ,  t h e r e  w a s  a  
meeting of v i l l a g e  c h i e f s  i n  t h e  prov ince  t h a t  day ,  s o  I 
went t o  t h e  p rov ince  c h i e f  t o  see what I could  se t  up. H e  
s a i d ,  "Maybe h e ' s  h e r e  r i g h t  now." And he c a l l e d ,  " I s  t h e  
Son My V i l l a g e  c h i e f  he re?"  And t hen  he spoke t o  him a b i t ,  
and I g a t h e r  what he s a i d  was, "Look, t h e r e  ' s  an i n v e s t i -  
g a t o r  h e r e  who wants t o  d i s c u s s  w i t h  you t h e  i n c i d e n t  t h a t  
took p l a c e  back i n  t h e  s p r i n g  of 1 9 6 8 . "  And t h e  guy s a i d ,  
" O h ,  what do you mean? The one when a l l  t h e  people  were 
k i l l e d ?  Oh, y e s ,  s u r e .  When do you want me t o  come?" I n  
o t h e r  words, it w a s n ' t  something he had t o  dredge up i n  h i s  
memory no r  w a s  i t  something he w a s  p a r t i c u l a r l y  e x e r c i s e d  
about.  I t  w a s  j u s t  s o r t  of a h i s t o r i c a l  f a c t ,  n o t  of any 
g r e a t  moment. 

Q a But a l l  of t h i s  s e a r c h i n g  was o u t  i n  t h e  
Vietnamese community? Did you f i n d  any i n d i c a t i o n  t h a t  it 
had g o t t e n  a c r o s s  t h e  b r i d g e ,  s o  t o  speak? 

A. T o  Americans? 

0. To any of t h e  adv i so ry  pe r sonne l?  

A. No, none I p o l l e d .  A s  I ' m  s u r e  y o u ' r e  w e l l  
aware, w e  have some c i v i l i a n s  who are s t i l l  t h e r e .  M r .  
GOVE i n  Tu Nghia D i s t r i c t  w a s  s t i l l  t h e r e  and M r .  HILL,  
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and M r .  WHITE on t h e  prov ince  s t a f f .  M i s s  STENSLIE, t h e  nurse  
w a s  t h e r e  a t  t h e  t ime ,  and t h e  h o s p i t a l  would have been one 
p l a c e  t h a t  she  came. Of cou r se ,  t h e  Quakers  would have been 
t h e r e  and would have been some of t h e  f i r s t  t o  n o t i c e  t h i s .  
They a r e  a l s o  a t  t h e  h o s p i t a l .  Al legedly p a r t  of  t h e  inves-  
t i g a t i o n ,  I unders tand ,  r evea l ed  t h a t  c e r t a i n  pe r sons  d i d  
come t o  t h e  h o s p i t a l ,  t h e  prov ince  h o s p i t a l ,  w i th  t h e i r  wounds, 
and none of t h o s e  people  had hea rd  i t .  

10: How about  M r .  MOSSE and t h i s  o t h e r  p o l i t i c a l  
r e p o r t e r .  

A. No, M r .  WSSE and M r .  MANKE. M r .  MANKE had been 
t h e r e  a t  t h e  t ime by t h e  way. H e  w a s  t h e r e  i n  March of 1968. 

MR MACCRATE: I n  t h e  IVS? 

A. He had been t h e r e  i n  t h e  IVS, s o  he had many, 
many c o n t a c t s  among t h e  Vietnamese. And he was n o t  aware. 
I found no i n d i c a t i o n  t h a t  any American, excep t  Capta in  
RODRIGUEZ, was e v e r  a s s o c i a t e d  with-- 

I0 : ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  I '11 show you t h i s  r e p o r t  ( E x h i b i t  
M- 34 ) aga in .  Look down a t  . t h e  bottom. 

A. T h a t ' s  r i g h t .  I know t h a t  t h a t  f i l e  i s  t h e r e ,  b u t  
I never  saw a copy of t h a t  i n  o u r  f i l e s .  But on t h e  o t h e r  
hand, I guess  I d i d n ' t  s e a r c h  o u r  f i l e s  b e f o r e  w e  l e f t .  And 
I would n o t  have been p r e s e n t  on 11 A p r i l .  So maybe a f i l e  
s e a r c h  would t u r n  i t  up. I probably should  have done t h a t  
b e f o r e  I l e f t .  I n  any c a s e ,  w e  went through o u r  f i l e s  from 
t ime  t o  t i m e .  Some o f  t h e  f i l e  people  might have been aware, 
b u t  none of  t h e  subs t ance  peop le ,  when I was t h e r e ,  had e v e r  
mentioned it t o  me. Some o f  them I c o u l d n ' t  ask e i t h e r ,  l i k e  
Colonel  G U I N N .  I h a v e n ' t  seen  s i n c e  I w a s - -

Q*, ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Who would be a knowledgeable f i l e  
c l e r k ?  We have c e r t a i n l y  searched  f i l e s .  

A. Okay, I guess  you probably searched  t h e  s e c t o r ,  
o u r  own f i l e s .  The s e r g e a n t  who r e a l l y  w a s  i n  charge of t h e  
T i l e s  was a Se rgean t  ANGLE. 

I0 : ANGLE? 
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A. A-N-G-E-L-L ( s ic ), I b e l i e v e  it was. He would 
have been i n  charge  of  t h e  f i l i n g  o p e r a t i o n s  a t  t h e  t ime.  

Q Was he i n  o p e r a t i o n s ?  

A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  You s e e  t h i s  Quang Ngai s e c t o r  
would be Advisory Team 17 now. I n  o t h e r  words, it should 
be--

Q Colonel  G U I N N ,  then?  

A. T h a t ' s  r i g h t .  I would have been c o i o n e l  G U I N N ' s  
f i l e s .  You s e e ,  by t h i s  t ime we had a l r e a d y  had t h e  CORDS 
s e t  up and s o  I t h i n k  w e  w e r e  s t i l l  c a l l e d  Advisory Team 2 
a t  t h a t  t i m e ,  o r  p a r t  of Advisory Team 2 ,  b u t  it was t h e  
Quang Ngai Province  adv i so ry  team and t h e  Vietnamese j u s t  
used t h e  o l d  d e s i g n a t i o n s  f o r  a long  t i m e .  Th is  MACV Quang 
Ngai S e c t o r  means t h e  prov ince  adv i so ry  team. So it should  
have been i n  t h o s e  f i l e s  t h a t  were r i g h t  t h e r e  a t  Quang Ngai, 
i n  t h e  adv i so ry  team i t s e l f .  

Q .  Do you remember Sergeant  ANGLE'S f i r s t  name? 

A. T h a t ' s  ano the r  one I can c e r t a i n l y  f i n d  o u t .  

Q W e l l ,  it would be r e a l  h e l p f u l  t o  u s .  

A. I n  f a c t ,  I might even have a l e t t e r  w i t h  h i s  
name on it. I d i d  f i n d  a l e t t e r ,  and w e  l o s t  it. W e  had 
a s e c u r i t y  v i o l a t i o n  t h a t  he was probably  invo lved  w i t h ,  
and we were t r y i n g  t o  check back on who was sending  a l e t t e r  
t o  him. H e ' s  s t i l l  i n  t h e  m i l i t a r y ,  

MR MACCRATE: Is he i n  t h e  m i l i t a r y  i n  Vietnam? 

A. No, h e ' s  back,  and I j u s t  c a n ' t  q u i t e  remember 
where he  i s .  

Q - Thi s  would indeed  be h e l p f u l  t o  us .  

10: You w i l l  a l s o  n o t i c e  t h a t  a copy of  t h a t  memo 
( E x h i b i t  M-34) went t o  2d ARVN Div i s ion  h e a d q u a r t e r s ,  which 
completes t h e  loop  a s  f a r  a s  K H I E N  i s  concerned.  He d i d n ' t  
have t o  send  a copy forward.  

A. T h a t ' s  r i g h t .  A l b e i t ,  he even,  a t  t h i s  p o i n t ,  
r e a l l y  i s  n o t  under  d i v i s i o n a l  command. 
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Q- But he  was a t  t h a t  t i m e .  

A. I see, maybe so .  That  w a s  i n  t h e  t r a n s i t i o n  p e r i o d .  

Q. Right  i n  t h e  t r a n s i t i o n  pe r iod .  And even whether  
he was o r  w a s n ' t ,  i f  one t r i e d  t o  p i n  it down accord ing  t o  t h e  
Combined Campaign P lan  f o r  1968, you 'd  f i n d  o u t  t h a t ,  no,  t h a t  
w a s n ' t  t h e  c a s e ,  o r  it was deba tab l e .  But t h e  Campaign P lan  
was l a t e  coming o u t  on t h e  one hand, and,  on t h e  o t h e r ,  it took 
a long  t ime f o r  t h a t  t o  s i n k  i n .  

Q- I t  was r e a l l y  an e n t i r e l y  a p p r o p r i a t e  t h i n g  f o r  
him t o  do and c e r t a i n l y  does cover . . . .  

MR MACCRATE: M r .  DILLERY, a s  someone who s p e n t  a  number of  
months i n  t h i s  a r e a  and i s  f a m i l i a r  w i th  t h e  way i n  which 
in format ion  was pas sed ,  t h e  way you would g e t  i n t e l l i g e n c e ,  
as t o  what w a s  going on o r  what had gone on,  o r  what w a s  i n  
t h e  minds of t h e  peop le ,  o r  what seemed t o  b o t h e r  them, o r  
where p r e s s u r e  p o i n t s  were,  o r  what t h i n g s  seemed t o  be of  
l e s s  concern,  what would be your op in ion  a s  t o  t h e  r ea son ,  
assuming t h a t  t h e r e  w a s  such an i n c i d e n t ,  t h a t  it seemed t o  
be a  well-known f a c t  among t h e  l o c a l  c i t i z e n r y  once they  
were i n q u i r e d  of by M r .  MOSSE and M r .  MANKE, and your  
having g o t t e n  very  q u i c k l y  r e p o r t s  back: "Oh, y e s ,  t h i s  
had gone on." Why do you t h i n k  t h a t  n o t  even t h e  p r i v a t e  
s e r v i c e  groups ,  t h e  h o s p i t a l  and o the rwi se  i n  t h e  a r e a ,  w e r e  
made aware of t h i s  back i n  1968? What were t h e  c i rcumstances  
t h a t  would t e n d  t o  keep t h i s  i n fo rma t ion  p r i v a t e ?  

A. W e l l ,  I t h i n k  t h a t  t h e  s i t u a t i o n  du r ing  t h a t  par-  
t i c u l a r  p e r i o d  i n  1968,  i n  March and A p r i l ,  and s o  on i n t o  
May was t h a t  t h e  p rov ince  was t h e  scene of a l o t  of  i n t e n s i v e  
a c t i o n  by t h e  communists a s  w e l l  a s  by us .  Every th ing  had 
been s o  s h a t t e r e d  by T e t .  I t h i n k  t h a t  t h e r e  w e r e  numerous 
t h i n g s  going on,  n o t  a l l  of  which were neces sa ry .  I ' m  s u r e  
we were doing ou r  p rope r  i n t e l l i g e n c e  r e p o r t i n g  on enemy 
a c t i v i t i e s  and s o  f o r t h ,  b u t  t h e  whole prov ince  was r e a l l y  
i n  f l u x  a t  t h a t  t ime .  The many normal sou rces  of i n fo rma t ion  
p u l l e d  back,  i n c l u d i n g  RF who b e f o r e  Te t  had a c t u a l l y  been 
o u t .  Colonel  K H I E N  t o l d  me a t  one p o i n t  t h a t  t h e r e  had been 
RF i n  t h e  a r e a .  I d o n ' t  know i f  you 'd  say  i n  Son My, b u t  
nearby Son My. They had p u l l e d  back.  Rea l ly ,  o u r  sphere  
of i n f l u e n c e  was c l o s e  t o  Highway 1 a t  t h i s  t i m e ,  and every- 
t h i n g  w a s  d i s l o c a t e d .  I can on ly  suppose t h a t  it was t h i s  
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k ind  of d i s l o c a t i o n  of  eve ry th ing  du r ing  t h i s  p e r i o d  t h a t  
k ind  of i n t e r r u p t e d  normal f lows.  By  t h e  t i m e  t h i n g s  became 
normal a g a i n ,  t h e  i n c i d e n t  had n o t  n e c e s s a r i l y  been f o r -  
g o t t e n ,  b u t  it j u s t  was no longe r  an i s s u e .  I t h i n k  t h a t  
would be my e v a l u a t i o n .  

a*  Now, o f  cou r se ,  Colonel  K H I E N  d i d  know something 
about t h i s .  H e  i n d i c a t e d  t o  you i n  November of 1969 t h a t  he 
had conducted some i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  Did you g e t  any i n s i g h t  a s  
t o  why he may n o t  have been making a g r e a t  f u s s  about  it a t  
an e a r l i e r  t ime?  

A . W e l l ,  h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  whatever  it might have 
c o n s i s t e d  o f ,  r e v e a l s  t h a t  t h e r e  were 125 VC k i l l e d  and 20 
c i v i l i a n s ,  pe rhaps ,  by a r t i l l e r y  and a i r .  And t h a t ' s  what 
he s t u c k  by. When I s a i d  t h a t  he w a s  aware of  t h e s e  t h i n g s ,  
what I shou ld  s a y ,  and a l l  t h e  people  w e r e  aware o f ,  w a s  t h a t  
t h e r e  w e r e  r e p o r t s  t h a t  t h i s  had happened. I n  o t h e r  words, 
t h e  number, t h e  500 number and s o  f o r t h ,  t h e s e  were r e p o r t s ,  
b u t  y e t  r e a l l y  k ind  of  uneva lua ted  and maybe even reduced i n  
v a l i d i t y  by t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e  VC had used t h i s  f o r  propa- 
ganda. So I t h i n k  he  r e a l l y  t ended  j u s t  t o  d i s c o u n t  it f o r  
a long  p e r i o d  o f  t i m e .  

When we aga in  had acces s  t o  t h e s e  people  from 
Son My, I j u s t  t h i n k  t h e  i s s u e  w a s  dormant enough t h a t  no 
aiie who i h o u y i l t  iv raise  i t  w i t h  any or' tile peop ie ,  -tile ones 
who might have been w i t n e s s e s .  Then when w e  d i d  have acces s  
t o  them a g a i n ,  it j u s t  s o r t  o f  d i e d  a n a t u r a l  d e a t h .  But 
I suppose r e a l l y  t h a t  it was j u s t  d i scounted .  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  
t h e r e  was ma l i ce  o r  hope t o  p r o t e c t  us o r  any th ing  l i k e  t h a t .  
I t h i n k  i t  w a s  j u s t  d i scounted .  

Q. I f  a l e t t e r  such as t h a t  l e t t e r  o f  11 A p r i l  1968 
had been i n  t h e  hands of people  i n  Son Tinh D i s t r i c t  head-
q u a r t e r s  i n  A p r i l ,  and t h e y  w e r e  a t t e m p t i n g  t o  p r e p a r e  a  
s t a t emen t  of t h e  k ind  you s e e  Captain  RODRIGUEZ'  name on,  how 
do you t h i n k  t h e y  would go about p r e p a r i n g  such s t a t emen t s?  
What r e s o u r c e s  w e r e  a v a i l a b l e ,  a s  you unde r s t and ,  a t  Son 
Tinh D i s t r i c t  a t  t h a t  t ime? 

A. I t h i n k  what t hey  would have done was t o  speak w i t h  
t h e  v i l l a g e  c h i e f  and t h e  hamlet  c h i e f  who w e r e  r e s i d e n t s ,  n o t  
i n  t h e  v i l l a g e ,  b u t  back i n  t h e  s e c u r e  a r e a .  That  would be  t h e  
normal approach.  
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Q. And who were t h e  d i s t r i c t  pe r sonne l  t h a t  might 
be  a v a i l a b l e  t o  Captain  RODRIGUEZ a t  t h a t  t ime?  

A. You mean t h e  American d i s t r i c t  pe r sonne l?  

Q- Y e s .  

A. W e l l ,  h e  probably would have spoken w i t h  t h e  d i s -  
t r i c t  c h i e f ,  and he  might have asked M r .  S I T T I G ,  a l though I 
k i n d  of t e n d  t o  doubt t h a t ,  because M r .  S I T T I G  never  mentioned 
it t o  me. I would have thought  he would have l a t e r  on. I ' m  
n o t  r e a l l y  s u r e  i f  he was t h e r e  a t  t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  moment. 

Q. H e  may have been a t  Da Nang a t  t h e  h o s p i t a l  a t  
t h a t  t ime.  

A. H e  probably would have done it h i m s e l f ,  I would 
guess .  This  i s  t h e  t ype  of  t h i n g  t h a t  he would probably 
j u s t  t a l k  t o  t h e  d i s t r i c t  c h i e f  about .  I f  w e  had a Phoenix 
person ,  he probably would have used him a t  t h a t  t i m e .  But 
I j u s t  f e e l  t h a t  we d i d  n o t  a t  t h a t  t i m e .  Now, we would. 

Q. Do you know i f  M r .  BURKE spoke t o  any v i l l a g e r s  
when he went o u t  i n  t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  i n s t a n c e ?  

A. No, I do n o t .  

Q. We've had a r e p o r t  t h a t  he d i d  go o u t  i n  t h a t  
area a t  the  tixc w i t h  C o l ~ n e l  RKIEN and t h a t  thsy h ~ d=sen 
t a l k i n g  t o  v i l l a g e r s  a long  Highway 521. 

A. Colonel  K H I E N  almost  always speaks  w i t h  v i l l a g e r s  
and when w e ' r e  w i t h  him, w i t h  our  i n t e r p r e t e r ,  w e  u s u a l l y  
l i s t e n  i n  on t h e  conve r sa t ions .  

Q - (1nterp.osing). You don' t r e c a l l  when t h e y  . came--

A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Mentioning it, no. 

10: I ' d  l i k e  t o  cover  two p o i n t s .  One, g e t t i n g  back t o  
t h e  n o t a t i o n  t h a t  Colonel  K H I E N  had on t h e  memorandum, could  
Colonel  K H I E N  have s a i d  t h a t  this d a t a  was given t o  him by 
American personne l?  And I ' m  r e f e r r i n g  t o ,  up i n  t h e  upper 
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r ight-hand c o r n e r ,  w r i t t e n  i n  b l u e  i n k ,  "125 K I A ,  2 U.S. K I A ,  
3 weapons cap tu red . "  

A. T h a t ' s  what I ' m  t h i n k i n g  o f ,  e x a c t l y  t h a t .  I t  seems 
t o  me t h a t  he  s a i d  t h a t  t h i s  i s  what h e ' d  g o t t e n  from American 
sou rces .  

Q W e l l ,  t h i s  I t h i n k  i s  of l i t t l e  importance a s  com-
pared t o  t h a t .  Th i s  i s  what t u rned  up as a r e s u l t  of h i s  i n -
v e s t i g a t i o n .  

A. Right .  I d o n ' t  know, b u t  j u s t  f r a n k l y  speaking ,  
I t h i n k  t h a t  probably was h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  I have no b a s i s  
f o r  t h a t .  

Q *  Well ,  a t  t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  t ime ,  Son ~iwas s t i l l  
p r e t t y  w e l l  occupied by t h e  VC. I t ' s  conce ivab le  t h a t  he  w a s  
t r y i n g  t o  t a l k  t o  some people  from t h e  a r e a ,  and we know t h a t  
t h e r e  were more than  a few of them t h a t  were a l r e a d y  back 
i n  Quang Ngai. A s  a  m a t t e r  of f a c t ,  t h i s  is t h e  same i n f o r -
mation upon which t h e  v i l l a g e  c h i e f ,  M r .  L U Y E N ,  had based 
h i s  r e p o r t .  He had never  been o u t  i n  t h e  a r e a .  

A. I guess  I c a n ' t  r e a l l y  swear t h a t  h e  s a i d  t h a t ,  
b u t  my r e c o l l e c t i o n  i s  t h a t  h e  d i d  say  t h a t  it w a s  from 
American sou rces .  Then a g a i n ,  I j u s t  d o n ' t  know what e l s e  
h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  was composed o f .  

Q Well ,  t h e  reason  I mention t h i s  i s  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  
t h e  s t a t i s t i c s  from t h e  l o g  of  t h e  America1 Div i s ion  t h a t  
day which came from Task Force  Barker  t o  t h e  1 1 t h  Brigade 
and on up i n d i c a t e d  128 VC KIA,  3 i n d i v i d u a l  weapons cap-
t u r e d ,  2 U . S .  k i l l e d  by h o s t i l e  a c t i o n ,  1 0  U.S. wounded 
by h o s t i l e  a c t i o n .  Genera l ly  speaking  t h e s e  are cons i s -
t e n t  w i t h  what h e  had w r i t t e n  i n  t h e  upper r igh t -hand  
corner .  There  i s  one o t h e r  p o i n t  which has  t o  do w i t h  
t h e  e s t ab l i shmen t  of  t h e  Son My Model V i l l a g e .  I f  you 
were t h e r e  from t h e  t imes  you 've  i n d i c a t e d ,  you undoubtedly 
a r e  w e l l  f a m i l i a r  w i t h  t h e  background and development. 
Can you e x p l a i n  t h a t  a l i t t l e  b i t ?  
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A. A l l  r i g h t .  F i r s t  of a l l ,  I t h i n k  i t  i s  a model 
v i l l a g e ,  b u t  t h a t  g i v e s  it a d i g n i t y  which I t h i n k  i s  a s l i t t l e  
undeserved. 

Maybe i f  I have j u s t  a  couple  of minutes  h e r e ,  
I ' l l  say t h a t  when t h e  Opera t ions  Russe l l  Beach and Bold 
Mariner began i n  January  of 1969, s i x  v i l l a g e s  were involved ,  
one of which was Son My V i l l a g e .  It was a coo rd ina t ed  op- 
e r a t i o n  by f i v e  b a t t a l i o n s  w i t h  ARVN and United S t a t e s  Army 
and Marines a s  w e l l  a s  a s e a  fo rce .  I t  was f o r  two t h i n g s  
r e a l l y .  One was t o  t r y  t o  n e u t r a l i z e  one of  t h e  b e s t  VC 
b a t t a l i o n s  which w a s  i n  t h e  p rov ince  which was t h e  o l d  
48th Local  Force  B a t t a l i o n ,  b u t  secondly ,  t o  b r i n g  t h e  a r e a  
under GVN c o n t r o l  and a l s o  t o  a t t a c k  t h e  h e a r t l a n d  of  t h e  
VC one of t h e  s t r o n g e s t  communist a r e a s  i n  t h e  whole province.  

When t h e  t r o o p s  went i n ,  I c a n ' t  q u i t e  remember, 
b u t  I b e l i e v e  t h a t  it probably was one of t h e  Army b a t -  
t a l i o n s  which was i n  t h i s  a r ea .  When they  went i n  i n  -
January of 1969 and as t h e y  a r r i v e d  a t  t h e s e  a r e a s ,  t h e  
people  w e r e  asked t o  assemble,  and a s h o r t  i n t e r r o g a t i o n  
was conducted a t  t h a t  p o i n t .  Then they  were brought  back 
by Chinook h e l i c o p t e r  t o  a ho ld ing  a r e a  o u t s i d e  of Quang 
Ngai C i ty .  W e  s l i g h t l y  underes t imated.  I t h i n k  w e  thought  
t h e r e  was going t o  be 4,000 people  i n  t h e  s i x  v i l l a g e s ,  and 
t h e r e  t u r n e d  o u t  t o  be 12,000.  But we managed t o  keep 
them a l l .  

Th is  was done most ly  f o r  t h e  s e c u r i t y  of t h e  
people.  I n  o t h e r  words, hoping t h a t  w e  would have an 
engagement w i t h  t h i s  enemy f o r c e  and t h a t ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  
t h e s e  people  would be o u t  of t h e  way when t h e  s h o o t i n g  
s t a r t e d .  And as I r e c a l l ,  t h e  c a s u a l t i e s  among t h e  
c i v i l i a n s  were ve ry  l i g h t .  A t  t h i s  t i m e ,  of cou r se ,  t h e  
p o l i c y  was nongenera t ion  of r e fugees ,  s o  p a r t  of t h e  whole 
p l a n  was t o  t a k e  t h e s e  people  back nea r  t h e i r  own a r e a s  o r  
i n t o  t h e i r  own a r e a s ,  i f  p o s s i b l e .  W e  w e r e  hoping t o  do 
t h i s  a f t e r  two o r  t h r e e  months. 

I n  March w e  a c t u a l l y  d i d  s t a r t  t h i s  r e t u r n - t o - v i l l a g e  
program, b u t  u n f o r t u n a t e l y  t h e  prov ince  could  n o t  commit 
enough f o r c e s  t o  t h e  a r e a  t o  r e a l l y  permi t  a l l  t h e s e  v i l l a g e r s  
t o  r e t u r n  t o  t h e i r  own v i l l a g e .  So it became necessary  f o r  
t h e  t h r e e  v i l l a g e s  i n  Son Tinh which were Son Hia V i l l a g e ,  
Son Quang V i l l a g e ,  and Son My V i l l a g e  t o  a l l  be l o c a t e d  i n  
Son Hia V i l l a g e  which i s  t h e  a r e a  n o r t h  of what i s  c a l l e d  
on our  map as P i n k v i l l e .  
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I n  f a c t ,  Son My was l o c a t e d  a t  a l i t t l e  
p l a c e  on t h e  map c a l l e d  An Ky. They accomplished 
t h i s  i n  March. They were brought  back by sea. 

W e  had anotL3r l i t t l e  i n c i d e n t ,  j u s t  as.  
an a s i d e  h e r e ,  i n  which t h e  North Vietnamese accused 
t h e  Americans and South Vietnamese of drowning a 
number of peop le  i n  t h i s  r e t u r n .  They had dropped 
propaganda about  t h i s  and I ,  be ing  p r e s e n t  and hav ing  
some of  o u r  r e fugee  o f f i c e r s  on most of t h i s  l i f t ,  
s t a t e d  c a t e g o r i c a l l y  t h a t  t h e r e  were no drownings 
i n  t h i s .  One LCM, Vietnamese LCM, foundered on a 
rock ,  empty, a f t e r  d e l i v e r i n g  a l o a d ,  and had t o  
be he lped  back t o  t h e  mainland and s o  f o r t h ,  b u t  
t h e r e  were no c a s u a l t i e s .  

The whole o b j e c t i v e  a l l  t h e  t i m e  was t o  
t r y  t o  g e t  t h e s e  v i l a g e r s  t o  r e t u r n  t o  t h e i r  own 
v i l l a g e ,  So Son M y  was t h e  f i r s t  one of t h e s e  d i s -  
l o c a t e d  v i l l a g e s  which w a s  a c t u a l l y  r e p l a c e d  back 
and a c t u a l l y  I guess  i n  p a r t  of t h e  hamlet  of Tu 
C m g .  By go ing  back t o  a c e n t r a l l y  l o c a t e d  a r e a  i n  
t h e  v i l l a g e ,  t h e y  could  s t i l l  go o u t  t o  t h e i r  f i e l d s  
and farm, which t h e y  had n o t  been a b l e  t o  do a t  
An Icy, b u t  t h e y  cou ld  come i n  f o r  s e c u r i t y  a t  n i g h t  
and be p r o t e c t e d  from t h e  Communists and a l s o  from 
Z r i e r l G l y  all6 a i l  k i ~ l d soC Cires. 

About September, t h e  people ,  under t h e  
d i r e c t i o n  of t h e  d i s t r i c t ,  d i d  p i c k  up t h e i r  houses  
and c a r r i e d  them some t e n  k i l o m e t e r s ,  I suppose,  
down t o  t h e  beach and then  back i n l a n d  about  2 o r  
3 k i l o m e t e r s  t o  t h e  nor thwes t  c o r n e r  of H i l l  85 ,  
where t h e y  e s t a b l i s h e d  t h i s  v i l l a g e .  The v i l -  
lage t h e n  w a s  s t i l l  composed of t h e  same t h r e e  of 
f o u r  hamle ts .  They a r e  now l o c a t e d  w i t h i n  t h e  one 
p e r i m e t e r  and a r e  p r o t e c t e d  by two PF p l a t o o n s ,  a 
Marine combined a c t i o n  group,  a p l a t o o n ,  and t h e n  
t h e r e ' s an RF company nearby.  

B a s i c a l l y  t h a t ' s  it. I thinlr. Colonel  
K R I E N ' s  i d e a  i n  t h i s  was t h a t  l o c a t e d  i n  t h e i r  o l d  
a r e a s  t h e y  were a l l  sp read  o u t ,  and it j u s t  would 
be imposs ib l e  f o r  a number of GVN t r o o p s  i n  a mar-
g i n a l  area l i k e  t h i s  t o  g i v e  them s e c u r i t y .  
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But by c o n s o l i d a t i n g  them i n t o  t h i s  group,  
t hey  could s t i l l  work t h e i r  f i e l d s  and be s a f e  from 
t h e  communists. This  w a s  t h e  i d e a  behind it. 

Q There w a s  no connec t ion ,  t h e n ,  between 
t h i s  which took p l a c e  i n ,  l e t ' s  s ay ,  i n  t h e  s p r i n g  
o f  1969 a s  compared t o  t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  of Colonel  
K H I E N  i n  maybe September, beyond t h a t  rise o u t  t h e r e  
where t h e  CP w a s  l o c a t e d ?  

A. T h a t ' s  c o r r e c t .  The o p e r a t i o n  i n  q u e s t i o n  
took p l a c e  i n  t h e  f a l l  of 1968, and t h e  o t h e r  o p e r a t i o n  
took p l a c e  i n  January of  1969. I would say  t h e r e  w a s  
no connec t ion  a t  t h a t  t ime.  Now Colonel  K H I E N  cou ld  
have had h i s  own people  making i n q u i r i e s ,  but I was 
n o t  aware of it. 

Q You were s o r t  of  an obse rve r  of ARVN 
m i l i t a r y  a c t i v i t i e s .  W e  r ece ived  some impress ions  
from people  who were on the. scene  i n  t h e  e a r l y  p a r t  
of  1968 t h a t ,  even though t h e  2d ARVN Div i s ion  and 
s p e c i f i c a l l y  t h e  4 t h  Regiment which was i n  t h e  neigh-
borhood o f  Quang Ngai may have done w e l l  d u r i n g  t h e  
b a t t l e  of T e t ,  t h e r e  w a s  some people  t h a t  d i d  n o t  
t h i n k  t o o  h i g h l y  of  them. A s  I would look a t  t h e  
s i t u a t i o n  now, and j u s t  l i s t e n i n g  t o  people  and g e t -
t i n g  t h e  g e n e r a l  impress ion  of some exper ienced  m i l -
i t a r y  people ,  t h e  2d ARVN Div i s ion  a t  t h e  p r e s e n t  
t ime appears  t o  have q u i t e  a r e p u t a t i o n ,  a good rep-
u t a t i o n .  Can you e x p l a i n  a i i t t l e  b i t  of t h i s  evolu-
t i o n  o r  t h e  change from one t o  t h e  o t h e r  a s  you s a w  
it from your p o s i t i o n ?  

A. Yes, s ir .  I t h i n k  t h a t  i n  my mind t h e  most 
s i g n i f i c a n t  t h i n g  t h a t  l e d  t o  t h i s  development was 
something t h a t  took p l a c e  i n  t h e  s p r i n g  of  1969. I 
c o u l d n ' t  g i v e  you t h e  e x a c t  d a t e ,  b u t  b e f o r e  t h a t  t i m e  
t h e  a r e a s  of  o p e r a t i o n  o f  t h e  America1 Div is ion  had 
inc luded  a p o r t i o n  of  t h e  n o r t h e r n  p a r t  of t h e  prov ince  
and t h e  c e n t r a l  p a r t  of  t h e  prov ince  was t h e  2d ARVN 
a r e a  of o p e r a t i o n ,  t h e  sou the rn  p a r t  be ing  ano the r  
America1 a r e a  o f  o p e r a t i o n .  And t h e  tendency d u r i n g  
t h i s  p e r i o d  was f o r  t h e  2d ARVN Div i s ion ,  r e a l l y ,  t o  
o p e r a t e  a s  a p a l a c e  guard.  They were c l o s e  enough 
s o  t h a t  i f  t h e y  went on an operation ~t was r e a l  c l o s e  
t o  come back t o  t h e  prov ince .  I c a n ' t  r e c a l l  t h e i r  
r e a l l y  s t a y i n g  i n  t h e  f i e l d  f o r  a very long  t i m e .  My 
r e c o l l e c t i o n  i s  t h a t  a b a t t a l i o n  w a s  always n e a r  t h e  
c i t y  o r  i n  i t ,  and one might have been i n  Nghia Hanh 
D i s t r i c t  which i s  j u s t  4 o r  5 k i l o m e t e r s  t o  t h e  south-
w e s t ,  never  r e a l l y  west  of  t h e  r a i l r o a d  t r a c k s  
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i n  Son Tinh D i s t r i c t ,  and conduct ing s o r t  of minor 
o p e r a t i o n s  o u t  toward P i n k v i l l e ,  b u t  never  r e a l l y  
going i n t o  My Khe which i s  P i n k v i l l e .  They never  
r e a l l y  swept through t o  P i n k v i l l e  t h a t  I can r e c a l l .  
No, I have no p a r t i c u l a r  reason why they  d i d  it t h i s  way. 

But i n  A p r i l  t h e  a r e a s  of o p e r a t i o n  were changed s o  
t h a t  t h e  regiments  of  t h e  2d ARVN Div i s ion  w e r e  c o l l o c a t e d ,  i n  
a s e n s e ,  w i t h  t h e  b r i g a d e s  o f  t h e  America1 Div i s ion .  This  gave 
them a  b i g g e r  a r e a  of r e s p o n s i b i l i t y ,  and t h e y  r e a l l y  responded 
very very w e l l  t o  t h i s .  I t h i n k  General  TOAN worked very 
ha rd  on i t ,  t o o .  I t h i n k  he  e x e r t e d  a good d e a l  of p e r s o n a l  
l e a d e r s h i p .  I t h i n k  a l s o  hav ing  t h e  same A O ' s  k ind  of  i n -
c reased  a  l i t t l e  s p i r i t  of  compet i t ion .  I t  made it nec-
e s s a r y  f o r  them t o  s t a t i o n  t h e i r  b a t t a l i o n s  a l i t t l e  f a r t h e r  
from t h e  prov ince  c a p i t o l ,  and I t h i n k  t h i s  probably gave 
t h e  r eg imen ta l  commanders r e a l l y  more i n c e n t i v e  t o  move 
ahead because it w a s  more appa ren t  what t hey  w e r e  doing. 
They were o u t  t h e r e .  They s t a r t e d  working r e a l l y  f a r  away 
and s t a r t e d  going wes t  of  t h e  r a i l r o a d  t r a c k s ,  s t a r t e d  going 
a l l  the way i n t o  t h e  mountains,  and j u s t  became a good 
d e a l  more a c t i v e .  I t h i n k  it w a s  a case of hav ing  more 
oppor tun i ty ,  f o r  one t h i n g ,  and good l e a d e r s h i p .  

Q . One of t h e  t h i n g s  t h a t  you mentioned w a s  com-
p e t i o n  which would i n d i c a t e  compet i t ion  between them and 
t h e  h ~ i q r i c a n  b r i g a d e s .  

A. Right .  

Q .  But a t  t h e  same t ime ,  it might have r e a l l y  e l i c a t e d  
something a l i t t l e  b i t  d i f f e r e n t  from compet i t ion  i n  terms 
of coopera t ion .  

A .  Y e s ,  and I d o n ' t  mean t o  i n d i c a t e  t h a t  a t  a l l .  
When I say  compe t i t i on ,  what I meant t o  s ay  was t h a t  now 
working r e a l l y  w i t h  t h e  Americans, t hey  wanted t o  perform 
w e l l ,  I t h i n k ,  and t h e  coope ra t ion  w a s  r e a l l y  e x c e l l e n t .  
The 198th Brigade which was i n  t h e  n o r t h e r n  h a l f  of  t h e  
prov ince  was a c t u a l l y  c o l l o c a t e d  wi th  t h e  6 t h  Regiment a t  
t h a t  t i m e .  They had t h e i r  headqua r t e r s  a t  t h e  same f i r e  
base .  The 4 th  Regiment, which was t o  t h e  s o u t h ,  d i d  n o t ,  
y e t  they  had a lmost  d a i l y  c o n t a c t  between t h e  commander of 
t h e  regiment and t h e  commander of  t h e  b r igade .  
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Often many, many j o i n t  o p e r a t i o n s  involved  u n i t s  
from bo th  groups.  T h e r e ' s  no q u e s t i o n  t h a t  t h i s  a l s o  he lped  
them. I t  was my own impress ion t h a t  j u s t  g i v i n g  them more 
r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  i s  r e a l l y  impor tan t .  

Q. W e l l ,  a t  t h e  same t ime ,  i f  I may add j u s t  some-
t h i n g  t o  your  e x p l a n a t i o n  which I t h i n k  i s  a v e r y ,  very  good 
one,  I t h i n k  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  when they  d i d  s t a r t  working wi th  t h e  
American f o r c e s  it a l s o  made a v a i l a b l e  t o  them a l l  forms 
of t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  i n  t e r m s  of  h e l i c o p t e r s ,  i n  t e r m s  of  f i r e  
s u p p o r t ,  a r t i l l e r y ,  t a n k s ,  APC's, and t h i n g s  which t h e y  had 
on ly  i n  l i m i t e d  numbers p r i o r  t o  t h a t .  This  g r e a t l y  enhanced 
t h e i r  c a p a b i l i t y .  

A .  One o f  t h e  regiments  was making use  of  what t h e y  
c a l l e d  e a g l e  s t r i k e s  which w e r e  h e l i b o r n e  a t t a c k s  on a tar-
g e t ,  which t h e y  c o u l d n ' t  have done, of cou r se ,  on t h e i r  own. 

Q W e l l ,  M r .  DILLERY,  w e  want t o  thank  you f o r  coming
i n .  You have been most h e l p f u l  t o  us i n  f i l l i n g  some of 
t h e  gaps. W e  would a p p r e c i a t e  it i f  you could prov ide  t h e s e  
names of i n d i v i d u a l s  f o r  us a s  you t h i n k  ove r  t h i s  t h i n g .  Now 
I ' m  s u r e  we've done a l i t t l e  b i t  t o  r e f r e s h  your  memory. I f  
you can remember any a d d i t i o n a l  t h i n g  which might be  h e l p f u l  
t o  u s ,  we'd ve ry  much a p p r e c i a t e  hea r ing  from you s o  t h a t  w e  
can make t h i s  a m a t t e r  of  r eco rd .  Do you have any q u e s t i o n s  
t o  ask? I f  you would l i k e  t o  make a  s t a t emen t  f o r  t h e  r eco rd ,  
f i n e ,  you have t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  do t h a t .  

A. No, sir.  

10: Thank you ve ry  much. We w i l l  r e c e s s  a t  t h i s  t i m e .  

(The h e a r i n g  r eces sed  a t  1735 h o u r s ,  15  January 1970.) 
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SUMMARY OF TESTIMONY 

WITNESS : FORD, W i l l i a m  

DATE OF TESTIMONY: 2 2  January 1970 

PLACE OF TESTIMONY: Pentagon 

WITNESS SUSPECTED OF: N/A 

COUNSEL: None 

DUTY ASSIGNMENT ON 16 MARCH 1968: S e n i o r  .Advisor  f o r  a  

Mobile Advisory Team i n  Quang Ngai Province.  


1. OPERATIONS I N  THE MY LA1 ( 4 )  ARl3A. 

a .  Purpose.  

Y x .  FO_R_D ??as an A r ~ . y111.z-j~~ H i sa t  this t ime .  

job w i t h  t h e  Mobile Advisory Team was t o  o rgan ize  RF/PF 

u n i t s  t o  p r o t e c t  d i f f e r e n t  s e c t i o n s  of  Quang' Ngai Province.  

H i s  t e a m  c o n s i s t e d  of  a l i e u t e n a n t  and t h r e e  e n l i s t e d  men 

(pgs. 3 ,  4 )  . A s  t h e  w i t n e s s  unders tood i t ,  t h e  s o l e  purpose 
of t h e  1 3  June  o p e r a t i o n  was t o  e s t a b l i s h  an o u t p o s t  on 
H i l l  85 (pg.  1 4 ) .  My La i  ( 4 )  w a s  n o t  an o b j e c t i v e  u n t i l  
t h e  a i r p l a n e s  were s h o t  down (pg.  1 5 ) .  He never  r ece ived  
any in fo rma t ion  t h a t  one of  t h e  purposes  of t h i s  o p e r a t i o n  
was i n v e s t i g a t i v e .  FORD a s s e r t e d  t h a t  i f  a reason  f o r  t h e  
o p e r a t i o n  was t o  i n v e s t i g a t e  he  would have known about  it 
(pgs .  15 ,  16 )  . 

Entry  i n t o  My La i  ( 4 ) . 
Although he l e d  an o p e r a t i o n  i n  t h e  Son Tinh 


D i s t r i c t  t o  r e t a k e  H i l l  85 i n  mid-April ,  he d i d  n o t  e n t e r  

My La i  ( 4 )  u n t i l  t h e  day L ieu tenan t  Colonel  BARKER was 

k i l l e d  (pgs .  4 , 5 , 8 , 9 ) .  FORD'S u n i t  r e c e i v e d  cons ide rab le  


h o s t i l e  f i r e  wh i l e  n o r t h  o f  t h e  v i l l a g e .  Upon e n t e r i n g  t h e  
v i l l a g e ,  h i s  t r o o p s  de tona t ed  a couple  o f  booby t r a p s  (pg. 1 2 )  . 

c. Appearance o f  My La i  ( 4 )  on 1 3  June 1968. 

The houses  i n  My La i  ( 4 )  a p p a r e n t l y  had been 
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demolished by a r t i l l e r y  f i r e  (pgs.  1 3 ,  24) . There  were 
numerous enemy entrenchments.  From i t s  p h y s i c a l  appearance,  
t h e  w i tnes s  op ined  t h a t  My La i  ( 4 )  was a f o r t i f i e d  v i l l a g e  
(pg. 1 3 ) .  H e  d i d  n o t  s e e  numerous g raves  a d j a c e n t  t o  o r  
e a s t  o f  t h e  v i l l a g e  (pg. 2 3 ) .  H e  w a s  never  east of  My L a i  ( 4 )  
( ~ 4 . .23) 

2. REPORTS OF ATROCITIES I N  THE SON MY AREA. 

FORD t e s t i f i e d  t h a t  h e  never  h e a r d  any r e p o r t s  of 
anyth ing  unusual  t r a n s p i r i n g  i n  My L a i  ( 4 ) .  He s a i d  t h a t  
i f  an i n c i d e n t  had occu r red  i n  VC c o n t r o l l e d  t e r r i t o r y  t h e  
South Vietnamese o f f i c i a l s  would n o t  have been i n t e r e s t e d  
i n  i n v e s t i g a t i n g  it (pgs .  18 ,  1 9 )  . Even i f  women and 
c h i l d r e n  were k i l l e d  t h e r e ,  t hey  would c o n s i d e r  them dead 
VC (pgs .  1 7 ,  18) . The w i t n e s s  never  hea rd  any U.S. 
a d v i s o r  mention i n d i s c r i m i n a t e  k i l l i n g  i n  t h e  My L a i  ( 4 )  
a r e a .  H e  never  saw any VC propaganda focused  on My La i  ( 4 )  
o r  Tu Cong (pg. 19)  . A f t e r  be ing  shown t h e  propaganda 
a t tachment  t o  E x h i b i t  R-1 ,  FORD s t a t e d  t h a t  he had neve r  
s een  it. H e  s t a t e d  f u r t h e r  t h a t  had he  s een  it he  would 
remember it (pgs .  1 9 ,  2 0 ) .  

3 .  VC ATROCITIES I N  THE AREA. 

I n  J u l y  o r  August o f  1968 about  70 women and c h i l d r e n ,  
dependents o f  RF/PF t r o o p s ,  were murdered by t h e  VC n e a r  
H i l l  85. L i eu t enan t  Colonel  GAVIN should  have knowledge of 
t h i s  i n c i d e n t  s i n c e  it occu r red  i n  h i s  d i s t r i c t  (pgs .  25-27) . 
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EXHIBITS-

EXE-IIBIT 
NUMEER D E S C R I P T I O N  NOTES PAGES 

' w i t  had never  
M-35 VC propaganda l e a f l e t  s een .  2 1  

A e r i a l  - -photo of My Lai  W i t  annota ted  
P-187 ( 4 )  

HENDERSON ' s r e p o r t- ( a  
E x h i b i t  P-1.  
Attachment was 

1 0  

R- 1 t r u e  copy) shown t o  w i t .  He 
never  saw it. 
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(The h e a r i n g  reconvened a t  1139 h o u r s ,  
2 2  January 19 70 .) 

I0: The h e a r i n g  w i l l  come t o  o r d e r .  

RCDR : The fo l lowing  named persons  a r e  p r e s e n t :  LTG 
PEERS, MR MACCRATE, COL ARMSTRONG, and MAJ LYNN.  

The n e x t  w i t n e s s  i s  M r .  W i l l i a m  FORD. 

(MR FORD was c a l l e d  a s  a  w i t n e s s ,  was sworn, and 
t e s t i f i e d  a s  fo l lows : )  

M r .  FORD, f o r  t h e  r e c o r d ,  w i l l  you p l e a s e  s t a t e  
your f u l l  name, occupa t ion  and r e s i d e n c e ?  

A. W i l l i a m  FORD, s t u d e n t ,  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  Maryland, 
1 8 2 6  Me tze ro t t  Road, Apartment A5, Adelphi ,  Maryland 2 0 7 8 3  

10: M r .  FORD, have you had an o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  r ead  t h e  
i n s t r u c t i o n s  ( E x h i b i t  M-57) ? 

A. Yes, s i r ,  I have. 

Q . Do you unders tand  o r  have any q u e s t i o n s  concern-
i n g  t h i s ?  

A. I unders tand  t h e  b r i e f i n g  s h e e t  t h a t  I g o t  from 
t h e  Major LYNN t h e r e .  My on ly  q u e s t i o n  i s  my p a r t .  What i s  
t h e  p a r t i c u l a r  scope  o f  t h i s  f o r  me i n d i v i d u a l l y ?  How do I 
e n t e r  i n t o  t h e  p i c t u r e  a s  I unders tand  it now through t h e  p r e s s ,  
t h e  My L a i  i n c i d e n t ?  

8 W e l l ,  t h e  way you e n t e r  i n ,  conce iveably  could e n t e r  a 

i n t o  t h e  p i c t u r e ,  i s  t h a t  a--what i s  commonly r e f e r r e d  t o  
as My L a i  i s  i n  Son My V i l l a g e  which i s  p a r t  o f  Son Tinh 
D i s t r i c t  which is p a r t  of Quang Ngai Province and w e  a r e  
i n t e r e s t e d  i n  o b t a i n i n g  in fo rma t ion  concern ing  what t r a n s -  
p i r e d  a t  p rov ince  w i t h  r e s p e c t  t o  t h e  Vietnamese i n  t e r m s  of  
in format ion .  What in format ion  d i d  t h e  U . S .  adv i so ry  element 
have concerning what may have t r a n s p i r e d ?  W e  have t a l k e d  
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t o  many people  from your  adv i so ry  team, from t h e  PSA's 
on down, and w e  have ga ined  a c o n s i d e r a b l e  amount o f  i n -
format ion a s  t o  how much w a s  known a t  t h i s  t ime.  This  
i s  of c o n s i d e r a b l e  va lue  t o  us i n  performing t h e  func- 
t i o n  which t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  was organized  f o r .  I f  
you remember, t h a t  s h e e t  s a i d  t h a t  I was t o  look  i n t o  
prev ious  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  i n t o  t h e  My La i  i n c i d e n t ,  and 
subsequent  reviews of t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  which may have 
r e s u l t e d  from it and a l l ,  t o  determine whether  o r  n o t  
any a t t e m p t  was made t o  coverup t h e  My La i  i n c i d e n t .  
Now,does c l a r i f y  it f o r  you? 

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q .  Beside me h e r e ,  M r .  FORD, I have on my l e f t  
M r .  MACCRATE who's  a c i v i l i a n  lawyer ,  who has  vo lun teer -  
ed  h i s  s e r v i c e s  t o  t h e  S e c r e t a r y  of t h e  Army t o  as-
s i s t  me i n  t h e  conduct of t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  and a l s o  
t o  p rov ide  l e g a l  counse l  t o  me and o t h e r  members of  
t h e  team. On my r i g h t  is  Colonel  ARMSTRONG, who has  
been des igna t ed  a s  an a s s i s t a n t  t o  me by t h e  O f f i c e  
of t h e  Chief of  S t a f f .  Both t h e s e  gentlemen may ad- 
d r e s s  q u e s t i o n s  t o  you t h i s  morning. Besides  t h i s  group 
w e  have o t h e r  groups t h a t  a r e  l i k e w i s e  t a k i n g  test i -
mony from o t h e r  i n d i v i d u a l s .  However, t h e  respons i -  
b i l i t y  f o r  p u t t i n g  t o g e t h e r  t h e  r e p o r t  and weighing t h e  
evidence and de te rmin ing  t h e  f i n d i n g s  and t h e  recornmen-
d a t i o n s  w i l l  b e  mine. For  your i n fo rma t ion ,  we a r e  
d i r e c t i n g  t h a t  a l l  m i l i t a r y  personne l  who appear  b e f o r e  
t h i s  i n q u i r y  n o t  d i s c u s s  t h e i r  tes t imony o r  t h i s  i n v e s t i -  
g a t i o n  wi th  o t h e r s .  You be ing  a c i v i l i a n ,  w e  can n o t  
d i r e c t  you, b u t  I would r e q u e s t  t h a t  you n o t  d i s c u s s  
t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  w i t h  o t h e r s ,  i n c l u d i n g  o t h e r  w i t -
nesses  f o r  t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  excep t  a s  may be neces-
s a r y  b e f o r e  competent a d m i n i s t r a t i v e ,  j u d i c i a l ,  o r  leg-
i s l a t i v e  bod ie s .  There i s  a p o s s i b i l i t y  t h a t  you may 
b e  c a l l e d  b e f o r e  one of  t h e  congres s iona l  committees,  
s p e c i f i c a l l y ,  t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i v e  subcommittee of  t h e  House 
Armed S e r v i c e s  Committee. I f  you do g e t  c a l l e d  your  
p resence  h e r e  w i l l  i n  no way a f f e c t  your  t es t imony 
b e f o r e  such a body. Do you have any q u e s t i o n s  a t  t h i s  t ime? 
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A. No, s i r .  

Q M r .  FORD, would you i n d i c a t e  what you r  ass ign-
ment was i n  March o f  i968? 

A. A t  t h e  beg inn ing  o f  March 1968 up u n t i l  t h e  
1 6 t h ,  I was w i t h  4 th  Brigade o f  t h e  196th  L i g h t  I n f a n t r y  
Brigade.  About 16 March 1968 I w a s  l e v i e d  t o  go t o  t h e  
advisory  schoo l  a t  D i  An t o  b e  a s e n i o r  a d v i s o r  f o r  a 
~ o b i l eAdvisory Team. I d i d  a t t e n d  t h i s  s choo l  f o r  two 
weeks, g radua ted ,  and r e t u r n e d  t o  t h e  I Corps a r e a  on 30 
March, subsequen t ly  a r r i v i n g  a t  Quang Ngai Province  on 
t h e  l a s t  day of  March. 

Q Y e s .  

A .  And t h e  f i r s t  2 weeks o f  A p r i l  s a w  m e  o u t  on 
o p e r a t i o n s  i n  Quang Ngai Province  u n t i l  when I l e f t  i n  
t h e  f i r s t  week i n  December of  l a s t  y e a r .  

Q Where i n  Quang Ngai Province w e r e  you l o c a t e d ?  

A. I was l o c a t e d  i n i t i a l l y  i n  t h e  d i s t r i c t  of 
Ta Nghia. J u s t  down t h e  road  about 8 o r  9 m i l e s  from 
province  headqua r t e r s .  Helped o rgan ize  the--oh, w e l l ,  
I suppose the--37th RF/PF Group. I w a s  subsequent ly  
brought  back t o  Quang Ngai C i t y .  

Q. When d i d  you come back t o  Quang Ngai? 

A. Quang Ngai C i ty?  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l .  I t ' s  prob-
a b l y  somewhere a f t e r  t h e  16 th  of  May. Yeah, some where 
a f t e r  t h e  1 5 t h  o f  May I . w a s  brought  back t o  be t h e  s e n i o r  
a d v i s o r  t o  t h e  1 7 t h  R F  Group, t hen  i n  Quang Ngai C i t y .  

Q I n  Quang Ngai C i ty?  Did they  o p e r a t e  o u t s i d e  
Quang Ngai C i ty?  

A. Y e s ,  w e  d i d .  The o r g a n i z a t i o n  t h e r e  w i th  t h e  
RF, Regional  Fo rces - - i t  was my duty  t o  b r i e f  t h e s e  people ,  
had t o  do wi th  g e t t i n g  a Vietnamese o f f i c e r  t o  o rgan ize  
h i s  r eg iona l /popu la r  f o r c e s  pe r sonne l  t o  p rov ide  s e c u r i t y  
f o r  d i f f e r e n t  d i s t r i c t s  o f  Quang Ngai Province ,  and we 
d i d  work i n  s e v e r a l  d i s t r i c t s .  
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Q What w a s  your  rank a t  t h a t  t i m e ,  major? You were 
a major? You had a t e a m  of  f i v e  working w i t h  you--

A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  No, sir. I had a l i e u t e n a n t  w i t h  
m e  and t h r e e  e n l i s t e d  men, and a Vietnamese i n t e r p r e t e r .  

Q Mobile Advisory Team. 

A. W e  p r a c t i c a l l y  l i v e d  wi th  them, a te  w i t h  them, 
and a e v e r y t h i n g  else. 

Q. Did you en joy  i t ?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r ,  I d i d .  I had q u i t e  a p l a c e  t h e r e .  

Q. Could you speak t h e  language? 

A. I could  n o t  speak t h e  language.  I could  speak 
Engl i sh  and t h e n  q u i t e  a b i t  of Vietnamese w i t h  them and 
knew q u i t e  a b i t  about  t h e  customs. I knew c e r t a i n  words, 
l i k e  "Danger" b u t  t h a t ' s  a l l  t h a t  was neces sa ry  f o r  m e .  

Q Did you e v e r  work w i t h  t h e  RF group t h a t  you 
were la ter  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  i n  May o u t  i n  t h e  Son My a r e a ?  
W e  have it f a i r l y  w e l l  marked h e r e .  The a r e a  of  opera-
t i o n  t h a t  had been t empora r i l y  a t t a c h e d  t o  Task Force  
Barker ( i n d i c a t i n g  on E x h i b i t  MAP-1) . 
A. A f t e r  my a r r i v a l  i n  Quang Ngai C i t y ,  t h e  f i r s t  
o p e r a t i o n  I went on ,  t h e  f i r s t  t i m e  I went o u t  i n t o  Son 
Tinh D i s t r i c t  a r e a  w a s  on H i l l  85. Th i s  was my f i r s t  
o b j e c t i v e  , h e r e .  

Q What t ime was t h a t  M r .  FORD? 

A. Th is  w a s  i n  t h e  second week of A p r i l .  

Q. Reoccupied H i l l  85? 

A. Right .  W e  took  t h e  h i l l  b u t  d i d  n o t  reoccupy 
it because t h e  h i l l  i t s e l f  had been mined by t h e  VC. So 
w e  abandoned t h i s  p o s t  and made arrangements t o  blow i t  
UP 
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Q The second time what d i d  you t a k e  ou t  t h e r e  
as f a r  a s  t roops?  

A. Well I had, troop-wise--I had four  companies of 
ARVN'S he re ,  p lus  a few RF platoons wi th  me. I ' d  say t h i s  
is comparable t o  our  regiment i n  s i z e .  

Q Yes. O r  - b a t t a l i o n ?  

A. Regiment. 

Q Regiment. Four companies, a regiment? 

A. I must have had c l o s e  t o  5 b a t t a l i o n s - -

Q * Yes, t h a t ' s  what a group was normally. 

A. Yes, because one of t h e i r  companies cons i s t ed  
of about 1 2 2  people.  

Q Well you missed by one; 123. 

A. Oh? 

Q. Can you t e l l  me how you approached t h e  h i l l ,  
from which d i r e c t i o n ?  

A. Yes, we had a n igh t  movement and t h i s  was my 
t h i r d  i n c i d e n t  of g e t t i n g  f i r e d  a t .  I was an adv i so r ,  t h e  
t h i r d  time I had go t t en  f i r e d  a t  i n  about 1 4  days.  We made 
a n i g h t  march. Coming across  t h e  b r idge  they  dropped us 
off here .  Previous t o  t h i s ,  we were working o u t  i n  t h i s  
a r e a  ( i n d i c a t i n g )  . 
Q e  Yes. Working south o f  t h e  Song Tra Khuc? 

A. Right. Song Tra Khuc. We were working ou t  here .  

Q M r .  FORD, i f  I may, what I want t o  do of course 
i s  g e t  t h i s  on record.  I t ' s  p r e t t y  hard  t o  say ,  "Here, " 
and f o r  t h e  r ecord ,  t o  know what t h a t  means on t h e  map. So, 
whenever you can, t r y  t o  p in  it down t o  loca t ion .  
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A. Well, we moved from t h e  v i c i n i t y  of t h e  My Lai 
( 1 1 ,  My Lai  (2 )  a r e a  of opera t ion  back t o  Quang Ngai, n igh t  
march a t  about 2200 hours ,  c ross ing  t h e  Song Tra Khuc b r idge ,  
where we debarked a t  An Binh ( 2 ) .  A t  An Binh ( 2 )  we go t  
o f f  the  t rucks  and we walked from An Binh ( 2 )  down Route 
521 up through t h e  c i t a d e l  a t  Chau Thanh r i g h t  t h e r e .  We 
grouped overnight  f o r  about 2 hours and moved ou t  t h e  next  
morning down t h a t  road t o  Hoa My ( 3 )  along g r i d  l i n e  77 
and a t tacked i n  t h i s  manner, a c t u a l l y ,  over  on H i l l  85 
without  any r e t u r n  f i r e  from enemy. Upon secur ing  t h e  
o b j e c t i v e ,  H i l l  85, one of my companies go t  i n t o  i t ,  went 
on top of t h e  h i l l  a t  about 1100 i n  t h e  morning, d i s re -
garded orders  t o  look o u t  f o r  mines, t r i p p e d  a mine, k i l l e d  
approximately 6 and wounded about 13. I conducted a med-
evac f o r  two choppers. I t  was t h e  f i r s t  time I lve had 
two chopper loads of wounded taken of f  t h a t  h i l l .  We were 
subsequently brought o f f  t h e  h i l l - -

Q - ( In te rpos ing)  Which way d i d  you go o f f  t h e  h i l l ?  

A. Came back down i n  th i s - -

Q. ( In terpos ing)  What I ' m  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  is  whether 
you not iced  t h e  hamlet of My Lai ( 4 )  o r  anywhere near  t h a t  
v i l l a g e ,  t h a t  hamlet,  a t  t h a t  time? 

A. This i s  i n  Apr i l ?  

Q Y e s .  

A. No, n o t  i n  ~ p r i l .  

Q No, a l l  r i g h t ,  f i n e .  So you went down o f f  the  
h i l l ,  went back t o  t h i s ?  

A .  The next  day and a subsequent a--in f a c t ,  they 
cancel led  t h e  opera t ion .  I went back t o  Quang Ngai and 
went back o u t  i n  t h e  p a c i f i c a t i o n  progaram i n  the  Tu 
Nghia D i s t r i c t .  I c a n ' t  r e c a l l  i f  we ever  went ou t  t h e r e  
again. The next  time I went out  with e i t h e r  t h e  35th o r  
t h e  17 th ,  they change numb&rs s o  f a s t .  I went back o u t  
again,  again on a n i g h t  march, debarking a t  about t h e  
same p lace .  
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Q Do you know t h e  t ime p e r i o d ,  about?  

A. Th i s  should  be--

Q ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  You moved back t o  p rov ince  i n  May 
you i n d i c a t e d ?  

A. About t h e  f i r s t  p a r t  of May. This  is about  t h e  
middle of May. W e  moved r i g h t  around t h i s  o p e r a t i o n ,  coming 
through Son Tinh D i s t r i c t ,  and a t  t h i s  t i m e  we would debark 
i n  t r u c k s  way back h e r e ,  on t h i s  r o u t e  h e r e .  I made ano the r  
n i g h t  march wi th  my c o u n t e r p a r t ,  and w e  walked t o  h e r e  and 
w e  took  t h e  French c i t a d e l ;  w e  s t a y e d  o v e r n i g h t  t h e r e .  The 
n e x t  morning a t  0430 w e  jumped o f f  and we s t a r t e d  f o r  t h i s  
v i l l a g e  of Hoa My, t h a t  should  be  Hoa My (2 )  o r  (1). This  
i s  where we r ece ived  f i r e .  Th i s  w a s  a combined o p e r a t i o n ,  
where I took  my group and my c o u n t e r p a r t ' s  and we s o r t  o f  
exchanged f i r e  t h e r e ,  a l l  day long.  I n  t h e  meantime, 
ano the r  group came i n  t h i s  d i r e c t i o n  r i g h t  up h e r e  a t  t h i s  
p a r t i c u l a r  c ross road .  

Q T h a t ' s  a c ros s road  about  a--

A ...-., ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Crossroad &out  6 9 8 7 9 2 .  Tbey re-
ce ived  f i r e  h e r e  from t h i s  v i c i n i t y  because t h e  W/PF 
Forces  broke and r an  i n  t h e  r o u t ,  r a n  through my p o s i t i o n .  
I of  course  sa lvaged  t h e  s e n i o r  a d v i s o r ' s  from t h a t  p a r t i c -
ular movement, w e  i n  t u r n  jo ined  f o r c e s .  We'd been t h e r e ,  
about  e i g h t  Americans on t h e  ground. We managed t o  g e t  
v e h i c l e s  t o  run down h e r e  t o  t a k e  t h e  Americans, a  couple  
of  them wounded, I n  t h e  meantime, I w a s  ques t ioned  very 
v igo rous ly  by a s e n i o r  a d v i s o r  from t h e  2d Div i s ion  a s  t o  
what was going on o u t  t h e r e .  What w a s  a c t u a l l y  happening,  
my t r o o p s  were running and I was f r a n k l y  be ing  l e f t ,  be ing  
abandoned o u t  t h e r e .  So it b o i l e d  down t o  where w e  had 
about 8 Americans and maybe around 30 Vietnamese t r o o p s  
around. O f  c o u r s e ,  w i t h  t h e  s e n i o r  a d v i s o r  of t h e  2d 
Div i s ion  g e t t i n g  a ho ld  o f  t h e  d i v i s i o n  commander and 
providence a d v i s o r s ,  t h e y  g o t  more f o r c e s  o u t  h e r e .  We i n  
t u r n  w e r e  a b l e  t o  regroup t h e s e  people  and thank  goodness 
g e t  back t o  t h e  c i t a d e l .  Th i s  i s  i n  one days o p e r a t i o n .  

Q = Who w a s  t h e  s e n i o r  a d v i s o r  t o  t h e  2d Div i s ion  
a t  t h a t  t ime? Would it have been Colonel  HUTTER? 
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A .  Yes, HUTTER. Colonel HUTTER and I had a conver-
s a t i o n  over t h e  r a d i o  f o r  about 15 o r  20 minutes. He asked 
me p o i n t  blank what was going on and I had t o  t e l l  him. A t  
t he  time t h a t  we had t h i s  conversa t ion ,  I was under f i r e .  
A s  I mentioned previous ly ,  t h i s  o t h e r  MAT team had been a-
bandoned by t h e i r  fo rces .  I t  was j u s t  a mat ter  of p icking  
up a few Americans and t ak ing  them back, s o  it looked l i k e  
t h i s  c i tade l - -1 '11  always r e f e r  t o  t h i s  as  t h e  French c i t -  
adel--that n i g h t ,  aga in ,  t a l k e d  t o  our counterpar ts  and w e  
a t t acked  again t h e  next  day. A t  t h i s  time we went p a s t  
t h i s  v i l l a g e .  W e  were p a s t  t h i s  v i l l a g e  and I was walking 
r i g h t  i n t o  here .  I b e l i e v e  Task Force Barker was working 
up i n  here  somewhere. Now I can s e e  why, the  town was 
crawling. Colonel BARKER'S chopper t h e  day before  had 
brought a l i e u t e n a n t  of mine, picked him up and joined me i n  
t h e  f i e l d ,  h i s  command chopper. The next  day out  here ,  
while  w e  were i n  an opera t ion  they came o u t  of t h i s  v i l -  
lage  and I was--I'm r i g h t  i n  here .  

Q. J u s t  west of Ky Tay. 

A. I was i n  t h i s  v i l l a g e  and what happened here  i s  
an opera t ion  was going on h e r e ,  i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y ,  probably 
r i g h t  here.  I f  I remember c o r e c t l y ,  we had one of these  
observat ion a i r p l a n e s  s h o t  down. That ' s  where we l o s t  two 
a i r p l a n e s  t h a t  day. I was c a l l e d  and asked I s e e  t h e  
planes f a l l ?  No, because a t  t h i s  monent, I was t a l k i n g  
t o  the  a e r i a l  observer;  he  and I had played b r idge  two o r  
t h r e e  n i g h t  before .  He and I were t a l k i n g  he was t e l l i n g  
me about t h e r e  was VC over  he re  somewhere; go g e t  them, 
mortar crews, and t h a t  s o r t  of th ing .  I probably was the  
l a s t  man he t a l k e d  t o  because I was j u s t  t e l l i n g  him t u r n  
t o  h i s  l e f t ,  go back over ,  because I was th ink ing  I was 
g e t t i n g  some f i r e  from t h i s  h i l l .  A t  t h i s  t ime I was 
informed by my r a d i o  t h a t  he had been s h o t  down. I s a i d  
t h a t ' s  r i d i c u l o u s  I was j u s t  t a l k i n g  t o  him. I subsequent-
l y  learned  t h a t  Colonel BARKER was t h e  chopper t h a t  t h i s  
plane f e l l  over. What a c t u a l l y  happened, h i s  chopper came 
through t h i s  way, he was f l y i n g  t h i s  way. He went i n  r i g h t  
he re ,  Approximately i n  t h i s  a r e a ,  O f  course,  my orders  
then were t o  move i n  here-- 

Q - ( ~ n t e r p o s i n g )  I n  t h e  a rea  of Xy Tay? 
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A. Right  h e r e .  W e  moved from h e r e ,  through h e r e ,  
and up i n t o  t h i s  a r e a  t o  about  h e r e .  Through h e r e ,  r i g h t  
h e r e ,  i t ' s  about  500  meters  from t h e  s i t e  o f  t h i s  downed 
a i r c r a f t  . 
Q *  Would you i n d i c a t e  t h e  c o o r d i n a t e  o f  where you
thought  e i t h e r  t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  o r  t h e  fixed-wing went i n ?  

A ,  Okay. I t  should  be  coo rd ina t e s  71279 8. 

MR MACCRATE: That  w a s  t h e  f ixed-wing p lane?  

A. Fixed-wing and t h e  chopper. Major HACKING a t  
t h e  time made t h i s  over land  r o u t e  march t o  g e t  t o  t h e  
a c t u a l  s i t e  over  t h e r e .  And he  was p a s s i n g  by me w h i l e  
w e  w e r e  hav ing  a l l  t h i s  s h o o t i n g  over  h e r e .  I n  t h e  mean-
t i m e ,  w e  w e r e  g e t t i n g  q u i t e  a b i t  of  l i g h t  machinegun 
f i r e  and o f  cou r se  we had a r t i l l e r y  going on t h i s  h i l l .  
Subsequent ly ,  we moved t o  My L a i  ( 4 )  down t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  
road  r i g h t  h e r e ,  r i g h t  h e r e ,  where I had ano the r  medevac. 
That  would be a t  coo rd ina t e s  713785, I had t h e  choppers 
come r igh . t  i n  h e r e  t o  p i ck  up f o u r  o r  f i v e  wounded t h a t  
we had i n  my p a r t i c u l a r  o p e r a t i o n .  

Q Where had t h e y  been wounded, back i n  K y  Tay? 

A.  They g o t  wounded coming through h e r e ,  coming 
through h e r e ,  because I moved on t h i s  s ide- -

9 . You were n o r t h  of  My La i  ( 4 )  ? 

A. Yes, I j u s t  walked a c r o s s  t h e  paddy f i e l d .  
Walked r i g h t  h e r e .  I was r i g h t  h e r e  somewhere, because 
as I looked over  here. There was a l i t t l e  v i l l a g e ,  
a l i t t l e  temple  o r  something r i g h t  h e r e .  H A C K I N G  and 
t h e  rest  o f  them were j u s t  yakking back and f o r t h .  Now 
t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  v i l l a g e ,  a t  t h e  t i m e  you could walk 
r i g h t  through it. 

Did you walk through t h e  v i l l a g e  a t  t h a t  t ime? 

Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q L e t  m e  show you t h a t  l i t t l e  v i l l a g e .  I have 
h e r e  an photograph of My L a i  ( 4 )  ( ~ x h i b i tP-1). 
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J u s t  t o  t i e  you i n ,  l e t  me have t h a t  map (Exh ib i t  MAP-4) . 
Some of t h e  d i s t i n g u i s h i n g  f e a t u r e s  he re ;  you n o t i c e  t h e  
shape of t h e  hamlet ,  you n o t i c e  Highway 521, you n o t i c e  
this curve i n  t h e  road,  r i g h t  he re .  You were e v i d e n t l y  ove r  
i n  Ky Tay, which i s  i n  t h i s  a r e a ,  and H i l l  85 i s  down about 
here .  Now one i n c h  equa l s  about 80 meters ( i n d i c a t i n g  P-1) . 
A. Okay, t h i s  v i l l a g e - - t h i s  l i t t l e  crook i n  t h e  road 
over  h e r e  r i g h t  t o  about t h i s - - t h i s  one r i g h t  h e r e ,  a jeep 
could come up t o  t h i s  f a r ,  because they had--

Q . ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Well ,  j u s t  mark on t h e r e  and I ' l l  
have somebody s i t  down wi th  you t o  t i e  it i n  l a t e r .  (Witness 
marked on P-1,  l a t e r  e n t e r e d  i n t o  t h e  r eco rd  a s  Exh ib i t  P-187) 

A. You could come r i g h t  up t o  he re .  You could come 
r i g h t  up t o  h e r e  i n  t h e  road.  And t h i s  i s  t h e  town, what it 
i s ,  Ky Tay? 

Q Ky Tay. 

A. You could come up t o  t h i s  f a r .  From h e r e  on o u t  
t o  t h i s  a r e a  t h e r e  a r e  b a r r i e r s  i n  t h e  road.  They had d i t c h e s  
dug i n  t h e  road.  Y o u ' l l  n o t i c e  r i g h t  h e r e ' s  where t h e r e ' s  a 
b i g  d i t c h  where they  dug it o u t  and knocked t h e  b r idge  o u t .  
This  road I was t e l l i n g  you about from t h a t  My Lai is  t h i s  
road r i g h t  he re .  

Q Then you came from h e r e  and walked down h e r e  and 
came--

A. ( . In te rpos ing)  I came from t h i s  v i l l a g e  j u s t  l i k e  
this. Walked r i g h t  a c r o s s ,  it d o e s n ' t  appear w e t  i n  h e r e ,  
walked ac ross  i n  h e r e  came up j u s t  l i k e  t h i s .  Walked across  
t h e  v i l l a g e  came i n  through h e r e  and I walked down and over  
h e r e  r i g h t  h e r e  i s  where I had - lunch .  'One of o u r  boys 
k i l l e d  a p i g  over  h e r e  o r  something l i k e  t h a t .  This  i s  
where I was s i t t i n g .  Right he re .  Then when w e  came back 
o u t  aga in  w e  came back through he re .  

Q Did you c r o s s  t h i s  r i c e  paddy and ac ross  t h i s - -

A. ( In t e rpos ing)  I never  go t  as  f a r  a s  he re .  Some of 
my t roops  were b locking  and t h i s  p lane  should have been somewhere 
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Q • ( In terpos ing)  ' This a c t u a l l y  d o e s n ' t  show up very 
we l l  on t h a t  map, it does show up on here .  Here i s  t h e  a r e a  
t h a t  you have i n d i c a t e d ,  about up i n  he re .  

A. Right i n  he re .  This i s  where that--

Q. CInterposing) Well, you s e e ,  t h i s  s t ream i s  
a c t u a l l y  r i g h t  here .  You can s e e  it weaving around below. 
You can s e e  i t ' s  an o b s t a c l e  a c t u a l l y ,  and i t ' s  got  water  
i n  i t ,  and p a r t s  of a farm s o  i t ' s  a s o r t  of an 
i n t e r m i t t e n t  s t r u c t u r e .  

A. Well, i t ' s  i n  t h i s  p a r t  over  here .  I t ' s  i n  t h i s  
p a r t  r i g h t  because when I was s i t t i n g ,  I was looking i n  t h i s  . 

d i r e c t i o n .  I was probably looking r i g h t  a t  it, s o  maybe 
I t ' s  about 6G f e e t .  

Q - When you came back out  of v i l l a g e  which rou te  d i d  
you take?  

A. I came back t h i s  way. J u s t  walking r i g h t  along t h e  
edge of t h e  v i l l a g e .  Just l i k e  that . ,  T h i s  1q w h e r e  w e  had 
my medevac, r i g h t  here .  

9 Right t h e r e .  

A. J u s t  had t h e  chopper t o  come i n .  H e  came over 
these  t r e e s  r i g h t  here  and picked him up r i g h t  t h e r e .  

Q - W e ' l l  have Colonel ARMSTRONG s i t  down with you t o  
mark one of t h e s e  maps up when we ' re  through. T e l l  me, when 
you were i n  t h a t  v i l l a g e  we r e f e r  t o  a s  My Lai ( 4 ) ,  which 
a c t u a l l y ,  according t o  Vietnamese i s  n o t  My L a i ( 4 )  a t  a11 
b u t  i s  known as  v i l l a g e  of Tu Cung. This be ing  t h e  hamlet 
of Tu Cung, t h i s  be ing  Thuan Yen ( i n d i c a t i n g ) .  

A.  A h ,  t h a t ' s  f a m i l i a r .  

Q • This  i s  Binh Tay? This i s  Binh Dong. This is 
Cong Hoa, and t h i s  i s  Cong An, D o  those r e g i s t e r ?  

A. Those names r e g i s t e r .  My Lai d o e s n ' t  r e g i s t e r .  
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Those a r e  t h e  names t h a t  you mentioned here .  This i s  t h e  
v i l l a g e  I was i n .  

Q What d i d  it look l i k e  when you were i n  t h e r e ?  

A. When I went i n  i t  j u s t  had, l i k e  any t y p i c a l  
v i l l a g e ,  had been s h e l l e d  with a r t i l l e r y  and t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  
p lace  here--

Q . ( In terpos ing]  Use t h a t  i n  terms of t h e  road. 

A .  This p a r t i c u l a r  p lace  was a l i t t l e  temple, I 
b e l i e v e ,  where a "papa-san" was out  f i x i n g  up h i s  c a t t l e  
o r  some s t u f f .  This is where I walked i n t o  it, because 
we exploded a couple of mines going i n ,  booby t r a p s ,  
we found, and t h e  Vietnamese t roops  exploded them. They 
t o l d  me t o  be very c a r e f u l  walking i n  t h e  underbrush and 
I s t ayed  on t h e  pa th ,  h i t t i n g  i n  t h e  branches and could 
have damned w e l l  blown myself up. There j u s t  happened t o  
be a l i t t l e  temple a t  t h i s  p o i n t ,  probably had four  o r  f i v e  
d i r e c t  h i t s  from a r t i l l e r y .  

Q See many people i n  t h e r e ?  

A .  N o .  

Q How many would you say you saw? J u s t  r e c o l l e c t i n g ?  

A. Oh, f o r  t h a t  days opera t ion ,  I'd say--

Q ( In te rpos ing)  N o ,  i n  t h a t  v i l l a g e .  

A. I ' d  say l e s s  than  2 0 .  

Q. Women and c h i l d r e n  or--

A. ( In te rpos ing)  Women and ch i ld ren .  

Q. Old men? 

A. Very o ld  men. Women and c h i l d r e n ,  very o l d  men. 
No young men. O r  young women. 

Q How's t h i s  pre t ty- -
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A. C ~ n t e r p o sing  1 Demolished. 

Q A l l  t h e  houses? 

A. The houses were demoiished. There were q u i t e  a 
few VC entrenchements the re .  It showed where they had been 
digging and t h i s  was a VC v i l l a g e  and dug i n  t o  be defended. 
What I mean by t h a t ,  around t h e  v i l l a g e  you s e e  a l o t  of fox 
ho les  and as  you come on up some of these  paths  you s e e  a l o t  
of tunne l s  l ead ing  i n t o  houses and th ings .  This was a t y p i c a l  
VC v i l l a g e .  

Q .  F o r t i f i e d  v i l l a g e ?  

A. F o r t i f i e d  v i l l a g e ,  t h a t ' s  what it was. 

Q. You say you k i l l e d  a p i g  i n  t h e r e .  Did you s e e  
many animals around i n  t h e r e  a t  a l l ?  

A. They had chickens and s t u f f .  I n  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  
s p o t  r i g h t  h e r e ,  one of my s o l d i e r s ,  Vietnamese s o l d i e r s ,  
caught a p ig .  They had about t h r e e  p igs  t h e r e ,  a l i t t l e  
white  one and he s h o t  him. Of course I t a l k e d  t o  my 
V i e t n a e s e  ccmxander, and I tsld him t h i s  F s  n ~ tr F ? h t =  
They shou ldn ' t  do t h i s .  He agreed and s o r t  of kicked t h e  
s o l d i e r .  A t y p i c a l  on-the-spot remedy. He j u s t  kicked him. 
I n  t h e  meantime, we wrapped up a l l  t h e  t h r e e  p igs  and we 
brought them back. Working with t h e  RF/PF, t h i s  i s  how 
they opera te .  Half of my time o u t  h e r e ,  i n  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  
a r e a ,  t h a t ' s  where I was. The reason f o r  pushing out  t h i s  
f a r  was because of t h e  chopper and plane t h a t  went down over 
here .  My t roops  s e a l e d  o f f  t h e  a rea  and f rank ly  we d i d n ' t  
g e t  t o o  much f a r t h e r  from t h a t .  Not t o o  much f a r t h e r  a f t e r  
we walked i n t o  t h e r e .  But we were g e t t i n g  a heck of a l o t  
of it when you ' re  s tanding  over  he re  t r y i n g  t o  go i n  t h i s  
area.  There was another  element somewhere g e t t i n g  mortar 
o r  something. But we were g e t t i n g  a l o t  of f i r e  from t h i s  
v i l l a g e  because we walked i n  with about 200 o r  300 RF/PF 
t roops ,  and nothing. 

Q T h a t ' s  been very h e l p f u l .  

A. This time frame should be about t h e  middle of--
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Q ( In t e rpos ing )  Think when you came back now. You 
i n d i c a t e d  b e f o r e  t h a t  you d i d n ' t  come back t o  p rov ince  u n t i l  
about  t h e  middle of  May, and s o  a would t h i s  be t h e  middle 
of May then  y o u ' r e  t a l k i n g  about?  

A. Right .  What has  happened i s  on t h e  f i r s t  o p e r a t i o n ,  
I can remember t h e s e  i n c i d e n t s  o u t  i n  Son Tinh,  about  t h e  f i r s t  
t i m e  I went o u t  t h e r e  coming through t h a t  v i l l a g e ,  Hoa My, I 
g o t  s h o t  a t  and t h i s  i s  where we g o t  a lmost  l e f t  o u t  t h e r e .  
And t h e  t h i r d  i n c i d e n t  i s  when I went a c t u a l l y  through t h e  
v i l l a g e  of My L a i  because Colonel  BARKER had been k i l l e d .  

Q Well ,  t h i s  i s  t h e  reason  I ' m  t r y i n g  t o  f i x  it 
down a l i t t l e  t i g h t e r  f o r  you, t o  r e f r e s h  your  memory. W e  
know f o r  example, FORD, t h a t  you s t a r t e d  t h i s  o p e r a t i o n  on 
11 June. 

A. I d i d ?  

Q Y e s ,  and t h e  day y o u ' r e  t a l k i n g  about  i s  1 3  June. 

A. I was o f f  30 days.  

Q - A s  f a r  a s  I know, you would have been-- this  i s  
g e n e r a l l y  t h e  a r e a  t h a t  we a r e  looking  i n t o .  I n  my e s t i m a t i o n ,  
from rity ki-lowledye, you were the first one back i n t o  this 
v i l l a g e  from t h e  t i m e  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  was a l l e g e d  t o  have been 
conducted,  i n  mid March. 

A. I was? I d i d n ' t  know t h a t .  W e l l ,  I walked through 
t h e  pa th  i n d i c a t e d  on t h i s ,  t h a t s  my pa th .  I t  e n t e r s  i n t o  
and o u t  of t h a t  v i l l a g e .  This  i s  what they  c a l l  My Lai  ( 4 ) .  

Q T h a t ' s  My Lai  ( 4 )  , on t h e  map a t  l e a s t .  Were you 
e v e r  aware o f  what t h i s  o p e r a t i o n  had been i n i t i a t e d  f o r ,  the 
o p e r a t i o n  t h a t  you were on t h a t  s t a r t e d  on t h e  11 th .  Did they  
g i v e  you--

A. ( ~ n t e r p o s i n g )  No. 

Q No reason  f o r  i t ?  

A .  The reason  f o r  it i s  f o r  t o  r e - e s t a b l i s h  o u t p o s t  
85. T h a t ' s  a l l .  
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Q Yes .  

A.  Now My L a i  (41  w a s  n o t  even on my o r d e r  o f  b a t t l e  
a t  t h e  t ime.  This  p a r t i c u l a r  v i l l a g e  w a s  n o t  even one of my 
o b j e c t i v e s .  And t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  village--came ove r  r a d i o  t o  
move o u t ,  some 1,500 o r  1,600 ya rds  f u r t h e r  t o  t h e  e a s t ,  j u s t  
because of the i n c i d e n t  w i t h  t h e  p l ane  be ing  s h o t  down. 

Q Had t h e  group commander you . w e r e  a d v i s i n g  been 
d i r e c t e d  t o  d e t a i n  some people  o u t  i n  t h i s  a r e a ,  t o  s e i z e  
p r i s o n e r s  o r  t o  i n t e r r o g a t e  people?  Anything of  t h i s  n a t u r e  
t h a t  you know o f ?  

A. Not t h a t  I know o f .  There w a s  Dai-Uy, I had a  c a p t a i n  
a t  t h e  t i m e ,  a Vietnamese c a p t a i n .  No, he  had n o t  r e c e i v e d  any 
i n s t r u c t i o n s  l i k e  t h a t .  H e  was t o l d  through my i n t e r p r e t e r  t o  
s e t  o u t  and move a pe r ime te r  t o  s e c u r e  t h e  a r e a .  Upon f u r t h e r  
o r d e r s  from province  headqua r t e r s  they  would t e l l  us when t o  
come back. 

Q - I ' d  l i k e  you t o  t h i n k ,  you have a good r e c a l l ,  
have you e v e r  hea rd  a t  t h e  t ime ,  about  t h e  t ime t h i s  o p e r a t i o n  
s t a r t e d ,  tha t  the purpose o f  t h i s  was t o  make an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  
of t h i s  area as w e l l  as perhaps  going on H i l l  85? 

A. No, s i r .  No, s i r ,  I never  hea rd  t h a t  from t h e  
Vietnamese themselves .  I never  even g o t  an i n d i c a t i o n .  My 
p a r t i c u l a r  i n t e r p r e t e r ,  he  used t o  l e v e l  w i t h  me q u i t e  o f t e n  
and w e  used t o  g e t  rumors t o  t h e  e f f e c t  about  enough food and 
t h a t  s o r t  o f  t h i n g .  I ' m  t a l k i n g  from t h e  Vietnamese s t a n d p o i n t ,  
now. 

Q 0 My p o i n t  i s  t h a t  you were r i g h t  i n  t h i s  v i l l a g e ,  
you were i n  around and through t h e  v i l l a g e ,  and i f  t h e  purpose 
had t o  been t o  conduct  and i n v e s t i g a t i o n  of  any th ing  t h a t  may 
have t r a n s p i r e d  i n  t h i s  a r e a  you were c e r t a i n l y  r i g h t  i n  t h e  
h e a r t  of it w e r e n ' t  you? 

A. I would have known. Knowing my Vietnamese t h a t  
I ' d  been working w i t h  f o r  about 2 o r  3 months a t  t h e  t ime,  I 
would have known. I probably could have known by t h e  a c t i o n s  
of t h e s e  p a r t i c u l a r  s o l d i e r s  i n  t h e  group,  because they a c t  
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d i f f e r e n t  when something l i k e  t h i s  is  i s  going t o  happen, when 
they  go i n t o  an a r e a .  I d i d n ' t  g e t  t h i s  i n d i c a t i o n  a t  a l l  
from them. Ne i the r  from my i n t e r p r e t e r .  

Q1 
 Actua l ly  you were away a t  s choo l ,  r e c e i v e d  your 
2 weeks t r a i n i n g  a t  D i  An. Had you hea rd  o f  t h e  r e s u l t s  of  
t h e  o p e r a t i o n  of Task Force Barker  i n t o  t h i s  area on 16 March? 

A. N o ,  I h a d n ' t .  The l a s t  b r i e f i n g  I a t t e n d e d  on LZ 
Bronco w i t h  t h e  America1 w a s  between 1 4  and 1 6  March, and w e  
were t a l k i n g  about Que Son Val ley ,  d i f f e r e n t  enemy a c t i v i t y - - ,  
b u t  a I knew t h e r e  was a  Task Force ~ a r k e r  i n  o p e r a t i o n  i n  
t h e  a r e a  sou th  of  Chu Lai .  This  comes a l l  t h e  way down from 
Binh Son a l l  t h e  way down through t h e  Khuc River ,  They were 
i n  t h i s  a r ea .  T h e i r  body count  was "blaa-blaa-blaa .  " 

Q- When you r e t u r n e d  and you came back w i t h  your MAT 
team, d i d  you h e a r  about  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  they  conducted o u t  
t h e r e  a t  a l l ?  Did you r ead  about it i n  The S t a r s  and S t r i p e s ?  

A. Well ,  I hea rd  Task Force Barker  had ended up t h i s  
o p e r a t i o n  and they  had such a  b i g  body count--

Q. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Do you remember t h e  ' f i gu re s?  Some-
t h i n g  l i k e  128, VC KIA? 

A. That  f i g u r e  i s  e i t h e r  128 o r  118,  t hey  g o t  on a  
p a r t i c u l a r  o p e r a t i o n ,  P i n k v i l l e ,  I b e l i e v e .  

Q- Well,  y o u ' r e  looking  a t  P i n k v i l l e  r i g h t  t h e r e .  -

A. This  i s  the a r e a  r i g h t  he re?  

Q. Well,  t h e  whole t h i n g  i s  P i n k v i l l e .  

A. Now t h i s  i s  what they  had i n  The S t a r s  and S t r i p e s .  
They had a  b i g  body count  o r  something. 

Q a  You'd remember t h a t  because t h i s  was i n  t h e  area 
t h a t  you knew. 

A. Y e s ,  I was i n  t h e  Americal ,  t h i s  is my a r e a ,  and 
y o u ' r e  q u i t e  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  which one of  t h e  e lements  had a  
b i g  body count  of 100 and something. 
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Q Now when you were i n  t h e r e  and you had t h i s  c l o s e  
working r e l a t i o n s h i p  w i t h  t h e  Vietnamese, d i d  you e v e r  h e a r  o f  
any r e p o r t s  t h a t  were coming i n  from anybody t h a t  something 
unusual  may have t aken  p l a c e  o u t  h e r e ?  I n  t h e  middle of  March? 

Q ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  A l o t  of c i v i l i a n s  g o t  k i l l e d ?  

A. No, I never  hea rd  t h i s .  And t h i s  i s  what my f i r s t  
r e a c t i o n  was when I saw t h i s  s t o r y  break  i n  t h e  papers .  I 
s a i d  t h i s  i s  r i d i c u l o u s ,  because I never  hea rd  anyth ing  l i k e  
t h a t .  F i s t  t ime I e v e r  hea rd  of a My Lai  i n c i d e n t  i s  when I 
r e a d  it i n  t h e  newspaper, and I s a i d ,  I was t h e r e  f o r  8 months, 
and I o f  cou r se  p e r s o n a l l y  had been up t o  My L a i ,  once o r  
twice  i f  I can r e c a l l ,  and I ' v e  never  hea rd  t h e  Vietnamese 
t a l k  about  somebody be ing ,  what t hey  c a l l e d  it, massacred. 
They do t a l k  about  t h e s e  t h i n g s .  You only have t o  have a 
Vietnamese c h i l d  a t  your t r u c k  and t h e y ' l l  t a l k  about  it, 
and I ' l l  know about  it. I t ' s  j u s t  how they  a r e .  I ' m  q u i t e  
s u r e  i f  t h e  Americans had k i l l e d  t h a t  many people  I would 
have known about  it because w e  had a few convoys come 
through t h e  town of Quang Ngai and j u s t  bumped a couple  of 
k iZs  up a t  S o n  Tinh o r  E i a h  Saii,  I would ksow about i t ,  
because my i n t e r p r e t e r s  t e l l  me t h a t  s o  and s o  i n  town g o t  
h i t .  I t ' s  j u s t  how s e n s i t i v e  t h e s e  people  a r e  t o  what w e  do 
as  Americans. 

Q W e l l  now, l e t ' s  t r y  t o  s e e  i f  t h e r e  i s  a l i n e ,  a 
w a l l ,  i f  w e  have t o .  A l i n e  we have t o  draw o r  a w a l l  w e  have 
t o  b u i l d .  Tha t  which i s  a long  Highway 1 i s  GVN c o n t r o l l e d  
t e r r i t o r y ,  i s n ' t  i t ?  

A. Right .  

Q - Now, when we move o u t  on Highway 521 we reach a 
p o i n t  where it c e a s e s ,  aLrd t h e  t i m e  p e r i o d  t h a t  you were t h e r e  
it ceased b e i n g  GVN c o n t r o l l e d .  Did they  have t h e  same degree  
o f , i n t e r e s t  and concern f o r  t h i n g s  beyond t h a t  l i n e ,  o r  t h a t  
w a l l ?  Now t h a t ' s  t h e  p o i n t  t h a t  I ' m  a s k i n g  you. 

A. Okay, t o  answer your  q u e s t i o n  q u i t e  b l u n t l y ,  when 
you went i n t o  VC t e r r i t o r y ,  from t h e  a t t i t u d e  of  t h e  Vietnamese, 
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b roadcas t  form and w a s  t aken  down and w r i t t e n  o u t .  You might 
j u s t  g lance  th rough  t h e  f i r s t  page,  i t ' s  my judgment r a t h e r  
t y p i c a l  VC propaganda, broad i n  scope.  Now you might look a t  
t h e  second.  page and i f  y o u ' l l  n o t i c e ,  it  s t a r t s  t o  change. 

A. No, I ' m  n o t  f a m i l i a r  w i t h  t h i s .  

Q If you had seen  t h a t  you would have remembered i t ?  

A. Y e s ,  I would have remembered t h i s .  This  p a r t i c u l a r  
b i t  of VC propaganda. 

Q. Y o u ' l l  n o t i c e  a l s o  one of  t h e  i n t e r e s t i n g  t h i n g s
about this is  when you g e t  down t o  t h e  end y o u ' l l  see t h a t  t h i s  
i s  r e a l l y  addressed  t o  t h e  ARVN and t h e  RF and t h e  PF,  f o r  them 
t o  t u r n  on their American f r i e n d s ,  i . e . ,  y o u r s e l f .  

\
_.' 

A. I t r a i n e d  a VC company. W e  l o s t  52 o f  them and 
they  t o l d  m e  t h a t  t h e  r ea son  I w a s n ' t  k i l l e d  was because they  
l i k e  m e .  

Q Y e s .  

A. r wake up n i g h t s  now t h i n k i n g  about  it. 

Q 7 - .. -r u u  iuean you t r a i n e d  K i t  Carson Scouts?  

A. I t r a i n e d  t h e s e  VC people  and w e  p u t  them o u t  on 
s t a t i o n  o u t  s o u t h  of  Tu Nghia D i s t r i c t  and 52 of t h o s e  
people  d i d  n o t  come back.  W e  cap tured  one of  t h e  s e r g e a n t s  
and he t o l d  t h e  prov ince  c h i e f  t h a t  Thieu-Ta FORD was supposed 
t o  have been k i l l e d ,  b u t  t h e  reason  w e  d i d n ' t  ].;illh i m  w a s  
because w e  l i k e  him, because he showed us how t o  shoo t  t h e  
M-16 and e v e r y t h i n g  else. 

Q- You mean they  were RF and PF? 

A. They w e r e  VC who i n f i l t r a t e d  i n t o  t h e  PF ranks. 
And t h i s  happens q u i t e  o f t e n .  This  happened w i t h  one com-
pany and I t r a i n e d  them and w e  never d i d  find t h e n  e i t h e r .  
N o ,  I ' m  n o t  f a m i l i a r  w i t h  t h i s .  

Q A l l  r i g h t .  Well ,  l e t  m e  show you ano the r  one. 
T h i s  is  n o t  a l e a f l e t .  This  i s  a proclamat ion o r  n o t i c e .  
his was p u t  o u t  on 28 March 1 9 6 8  by t h e  Na t iona l  L i b e r a t i o n  
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Front  Committee o f  Quang Ngai. Here i s  a Vietnamese v e r s i o n ,  
which, a s  you can s e e ,  i s  r a t h e r  b l u r r e d ,  t h r e e  pages of it, 
and t h e n  t h e  Engl i sh  t r a n s l a t i o n  on t o p  of  it. I would ask  i f  
you e v e r  saw any th ing  l i k e  t h a t ?  

A. Th is  i s  known a s  an i n t e l l i g e n c e  b r i e f  from the-- 

Q. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  No, t h i s  i s  n o t  an i n t e l l i g e n c e  . 
b r i e f .  This  i s  a n o t i c e  which i s  p u t  o u t  by t h e  Nat iona l  
L i b e r a t i o n  F r o n t ,  by t h e  V i e t  Cong. 

A. I never  saw th i s . .  

Q .  - W e l l ,  i t  e v i d e n t l y  was pos ted .  Some of  t h e  people  
c a r r i e d  it as a l e a f l e t .  

A. No, I d i d n ' t  s e e  t h i s .  I would probably have 
been i n  a d i f f e r e n t  frame of mind i f  I had known t h i s .  

Q. L e t  t h e  r e c o r d  show t h a t  M r .  FORD i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  
he had seen  n e i t h e r  t h e  i n c l o s u r e  t o  R-1 no r  had he seen  M-35. 

A .. Because i n  my i n i t i a l  a c t i o n  i n  Quang Ngai, t h e  
f i r c t  3 vceks ,  I went sn o p z r a t i c n s  n o s t l y  i n  t h e  sou the rn.LA&" 


p o r t i o n  of  Tu Nghia D i s t r i c t ,  which i s  sou th  of t h e  Tra  Khuc 
River t h e r e .  A s  I i n d i c a t e d ,  B a  La (1), ( 2 )  , ( 3 )  . W e  Opened 
up t h e s e  a r e a s  because we had a p a c i f i c a t i o n  progarm, we were 
b u i l d i n g  something o u t  t h e r e .  We wanted t o  p u t  t h e  people  
back o u t  and a l l  t h a t  s o r t  of  s t u f f .  And had I known t h i s  was 
happening--I would have been t o l d .  I would have been t o l d ,  
because t h e  i n t e r p r e t e r  I had happened t o  be from I Corps and 
he had never  come from Quang Ngai. H e  w a s  j u s t  as s t r a i g h t  
as  I was, because h e  d i d n ' t  know anyone t h e r e ,  Vietnamese i n t e r -  
p r e t e r s ,  and w e  used t o  exchange. I used t o  ask as t o  what 
was going on. H e  t o l d  me t h a t  we were going t o  p u t  some more 
people  back i n  t h i s  v i l l a g e .  No VC o r  w e  had VC. T R i s  type  
of t h ing .  But t h o s e  messages i n d i c a t e  t he re - - i f  t h a t  had 
been t h e  ca se ,  I probably would have asked my s e n i o r  a d v i s o r  
a t  t h e  t i m e ,  a d i f f e r e n t  t a c t i c  r a t h e r  t h a n  have f i v e  Americans 
who were t o  be  s a c r i f i c e d ,  i f  I knew t h e  f e e l i n g  was t h a t  bad. 
I f  t h e  populace w e r e  l i k e  t h a t  t h e  on ly  t h i n g  t h a t  would have 
happened, as  soon as w e  g o t  5 o r  6 m i l e s  o u t  of  Quang Ngai 
we'd have been dead,  no i f ,  and o r  b u t s  about  it. I wouldn ' t  
be h e r e  t a l k i n g .  
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Q So i n  your  op in ion  t h i s  c o u l d n ' t  have happened?
T h a t ' s  what your  t e l l i n g  me. 

A.  NO,  s i r .  I ' m  n o t  s a y i n g  t h a t  t h i s  i n c i d e n t  as 
a l l e g e d  i n ' ~ yLa i  c o u l d n ' t  have happened--

Q- No, I d o n ' t  mean t h a t .  I t  c o u l d n ' t  have happened
wi thou t  you knowing i t ?  

A. I ' m  s a y i n g  t h i s .  Tha t  i f  t h i s  had happened I 
would have known about it. I would have known about  it 
because b e i n g  t h e  f i r s t  mobile advisory  team, I g o t  t h e  b r i e f i n g  
as  t o  what w a s  going on,  p o l i t i c a l  schemes i n  p a r t i c u l a r .  
I was more i n t e r e s t e d  a t  t h i s  t ime a f t e r  T e t  i n  t h e  mili tary 
pos tu re .  What was t h e  m i l i t a r y  s i g n i f i c a n c e ?  What was going 
on? W e  g o t  a b r i e f i n g  a s  t o  t h e  VC a c t i v i t y  and they  d i d  
n o t  t e l l  u s ,  t e l l  me, e i t h e r  a t  t h e  prov ince  l e v e l  o r  t h e  
"Team 2 "  l e v e l ,  n o t  even when I g o t  down i n t o  t h e  d i s t r i c t  
l e v e l .  

Q- When you went through t h e  v i l l a g e ,  d i d  you have 
an i n t e r p r e t e r  w i t h  you? 

A. Yes, w e  d i d .  

0.  Did he t a l k  t o  t h a t  o l d  man down t h e r e  t h a t  you 
saw by t h a t  temple? 

A. Y e s .  

Q. Right  h e r e ?  

A .  The My L a i  ( 4 )  temple? 

Q H e  t a l k e d  t o  t h e  o l d  man r i g h t  h e r e ?  

A .  Y e s .  L e t ' s  s e e ,  he  went over  and asked t h a t  guy 
what happened. "Anymore VC?" H e  s a y s ,  "Yes, we had a machine-
gun crew, t hey  had a mor ta r  crew b u t  t hey  ' d i - d i ' . "  When they  
saw a l l  the--of cou r se  I p u t  them o u t  on t h e  l i n e  and made 
them go. -Whereas i f  you come i n  a s i n g l e  f i l e  l i n e ,  t h e y qd  
t e a r  you t o  p i e c e s .  I had them sp read  o u t  and we a c t u a l l y  took 
about  180 deg rees  of  My La i  ( 4 )  when we went i n  t h e r e ,  s o  when 
t h e  VC looked up, a l l  he  saw was t r o o p s  coming. 

Q Did t h e  o l d  man mention anyth ing  about  you be ing  
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t h e  f i r s t  o u t f i t  u n i t ,  t h a t ' s  been i n  h e r e  f o r  some t ime o r  
anyth ing  l i k e  t h a t ?  

3-. No, he d i d n ' t ,  The conve r sa t ion  from my people ,  
"Where a r e  t h e  VC, how many i s  i n  h e r e ,  you know? Where d i d  
they go,  do t h e y  have any r i c e ? "  We found a couple  of  r i c e  
caches t h e r e ,  a l i t t l e  b i t  of  r i c e .  "Where's t h e  ammunition, 
where 's  t h e  weapons, and where a r e  t h e  mor ta rs .  " We were 
looking  f o r  an 82 mi l ime te r  mor ta r  t h a t  was f i r i n g  a t  us .  
I t h i n k  w e  g o t  t h e  base  p l a t e  b u t  we d i d n ' t  g e t  t h e  tube  of  
t h e  da rn  t h i n g .  

Q- You s t a y e d  i n  there f o r  a l i t t l e  wh i l e  now M r .  
FORD. I n  o p e r a t i n g  i n  t h i s  a r e a  d.id you e v e r  g e t  any f u r h t e r  
o u t  h e r e  on Highway 521? 

A. The f a r t h e s t  I ' v e  e v e r  been,  myself p e r s o n a l l y ,  on 
t h e  ground, i s  t o  walk,  I s l e p t  h e r e  one n i g h t ,  w i th  my t r o o p s ,  
and I walked down t h i s  pa th  h e r e ,  and came back,  walked t h e  
r i d g e  l i n e  o v e r  h e r e  and came back a c r o s s  t h e  rice paddies  and 
back i n t o  h e r e .  

Q Did you eve r  g e t  up t o  t h i s  a r e a ?  To p u t  it very
direc.i;iy, w e r e  y o u  e-ver out i i i  t h i s  area, Lo the eas i  ol' I v ~ 
Lai?  

A. Not e v e r .  

Q- Your t r o o p s  were around i n  t h i s  a r e a .  Like so .  

A. Th is  i s  t h e  f a r t h e s t  my group had e v e r  gone when 
I w a s  w i t h  them. T h a t ' s  t h e  f a r t h e s t .  

Q Could you look o u t  i n t o  t h e  d i s t a n c e  and s e e  a l o t  
of  graves  r i g h t  up i n  t h i s  a r e a ?  

A. Not t h a t  I can r e c a l l .  Not from t h e  ground l e v e l .  
I couldn '  t t e l l .  The only  t h i n g  conspicuous from t h e  ground 
l e v e l  looking  l i k e  t h i s  you e i t h e r  s e e  a--not un l e s s  t hey  
have the l i t t l e  houses  t h a t  t hey  p a i n t  w h i t e ,  something of  
t h a t  n a t u r e .  But you c o u l d n ' t  t e l l ,  n o t  u n l e s s  t h e  ground 
w a s  s l o p i n g  up l i k e  t h i s .  

Q And t h a t  was June,  t h a t  would probably be covered 
w i t h  g r a s s  by t h a t  t i m e .  A l l  r i g h t .  
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A .  This  v i l l a g e  h e r e .  A s  I s a i d ,  I d o n ' t  know what 
t h e  c o n d i t i o n  of  it was when you went through it, b u t  it j u s t  
showed ev idence  of where t h e r e  had been a r t i l l e r y ,  it showed 
more a r t i l l e r y  damage than  anyth ing  e l s e .  A r t i l l e r y  f i r e .  
"155", "8 i n c h "  damage, b u t  n o t  t h e  bomb t y p e ,  when you have 
bomb damage, w e l l  you j u s t  have a b i g  h o l e  t h a t  b l o t s  o u t  one 
of t h e s e  v i l l a g e s .  

A .  Like you d i d  i n  t h e  c e n t e r  of  what I would r e f e r  
t o  as An Hoa. You have a h o l e  r i g h t  i n  t h e  middle of t h e  
v i l l a g e  w i t h  e i t h e r  a thousand pounder o r  two thousand pounder. 

Right  t h e r e .  

You remember t h a t  one? 

A .  Y e s ,  s i r ,  I was down t h e r e .  

Q =  W e l l ,  M r .  FORD, you 've  been q u i t e  h e l p f u l  t o  us 
t o  e x p l a i n  what happened as f a r  as  t h e s e  o p e r a t i o n s  are con-
cerned.  I ' m  s u r e  t h a t  today w e  r e f r e s h e d  your  memory on some 
of t h e  t h i n g s  t h a t  happened, and memories a r e  f l e e t i n g  t h i n g s .  
I f  what we've i n d i c a t e d  t o  you today c a l l s  back anyth ing  t h a t  
would be  cons ide red  impor tan t  t o  looking  i n t o  what took p l a c e  
t h e r e  o r  t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  t h e  review and r e p o r t  of it, i f  
any of that comes Sack, sorriethlng U-iat yo^ heard f r o n  s o m e -
body about something happening o u t  t h e r e ,  t h i n g s  of t h i s  ca-
t ego ry ,  I ' d  very  much a p p r e c i a t e  it i f  you 'd  g e t  i n  touch w i t h  
us ,  s o  t h a t  w e  can g e t  somebody wi th  you t o  t a k e  advantage o f  
tha t  a d d i t i o n a l  in format ion .  

I w i l l  and i n s o f a r  as t h i s  i n c i d e n t ,  as t o  an 
a l l edged  massacre by American t roops  o u t  i n  My L a i ,  I can re-
c a l l  no th ing  t h a t  I e v e r  hea rd  o f .  I probably s h o u l d n ' t  s a y  
t h i s  b u t  H i l l  85 s t i c k s  i n  my mind because t h e r e ' s  an i n c i d e n t  
r e p o r t e d  t h a t  t h e  VC took t h e  dependents of wives and c h i l d r e n  
of t h e  RF/PF and massacred them. 

Q When d i d  t h a t  t a k e  p l ace?  

A. Oh, t h i s  took place--
I 

a - ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  During o r  b e f o r e  T e t ?  
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A. No, s i r ,  t h i s  was a f t e r  T e t .  This  was between May 
and J u l y .  

Q Is t h a t  r i g h t ?  

A. I t ' s  i n t e r e s t i n g ,  because t h e  company t h a t  was p u t  
o u t  t h e r e  on t h e  h i l l  had t h e i r  f a m i l i e s  w i t h  them and they  
were a t t a c k e d  one n i g h t  and something l i k e  70 some men, women 
and men, women and c h i l d r e n  were taken  o u t  and they  h a v e n ' t  
s een  them s i n c e .  

Q Off H i l l  85? 

A. T h a t ' s  r i g h t .  A t  t h a t  o u t p o s t ,  s i r .  You know 
how .VC o p e r a t e  w i t h  t h e  women and c h i l d r e n  o f  RF/PF t r o o p s .  
We h a v e n ' t  hea rd  h i d e  no r  h a i r  of  them. T h a t ' s  when I l e f t  
Quang Ngai. 

Q And t h a t  was when? 

A. The l a s t  o p e r a t i o n  I had o u t  t h e r e  w a s  J u l y  o r  
August. 

9. J ~ 1 ~ 7cr A c - l ~ c tY -- of 1908? 

A. Y e s ,  s i r ,  and I went down--I went on ano the r  oper-
a t i o n  t h e r e  t o  r e i n s e r t ,  I t h i n k  they  used t h e  t e r m ,  t h i s  R F  
company back up t h e r e .  Then t h e r e  was people  s t reaming  o u t  o f  
t h e  v i l l a g e  a t  t h e  t i m e .  They were t e l l i n g  us about  t h e  a t r o -
c i t i e s  of  t h e  VC upon t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  company. Now, I d o n ' t  
know whether t h a t ' d  have any b e a r i n g  on My La i  o r  n o t .  

MR MACCRATE: Are t h e r e  any r o s t e r s  of  pe r sonne l ,  any way of  
i d e n t i f y i n g  any of t h e s e  people  t h a t  were r e p o r t e d  t o  you a s  
hav ing  been massacred by t h e  VC a t  t h a t  t ime?  Is they  any 
way t h a t  you can sugges t  t h a t  it might be t r a c e d  down? 

A .  Y e s ,  you can--17th R F  Group, and , t h a t  would be t h e  
1 7 t h  RF Group o u t  o f  Quang Ngai Province ,  Major G I A O .  I f  h e ' s  
s t i l l  a l i v e ,  I hope. He 's  t h e  one I adv i sed .  

10: What was t h e  company t h a t  was on t h e  h i l l  a t  t h e  
t i m e  do you know? You probably know your  company number.. 

A. I ' m  n o t  t o o  s u r e ,  b u t  it should  be 7 2 3  Montangnard 
Company? 
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Q A Montagnard Company? 

A. I t ' l l  probably end up be ing  725 ,  I d o n ' t  know. 
I had t h r e e  o r  f o u r  of  them t h a t  I advised .  But i t ' s  i n t e r e s t -
i n g ,  because t h e  subsequent  observation--and t h e  on ly  t ime 
frame I had ,  a f t e r  Colonel  BARKER was k i l l e d  t h i n g s  s e t t l e d  
down a l i t t l e .  This  t h i n g  happened, because o u r  p a c i f i c a t i o n  
program was going b e a u t i f u l l y  a s  f a r  as  g e t t i n g  back o u t  and 
moving people  back i n .  A l l  of a sudden, wham, w e  l o s e  an ou t -
p o s t .  Then t h e r e  were people  t h a t  came i n  and my i n t e r p r e t e r  
came i n  and t o l d  m e ,  w e l l ,  s o  many women and c h i l d r e n  w e r e  
murdered. Now, I ' m  i n  Quang Ngai mind you. This  happened i n  
some town. Now, my i n t e r p r e t e r  i s  t e l l i n g  m e ,  and I ' m  n o t  on 
an o p e r a t i o n .  And subsequent ly ,  a week o r  two weeks, w e  go 
back o u t  t h e r e  t o  r e e s t a b l i s h  an o u t p o s t .  A s  w e  approach 
t h i s  p l a c e  r i g h t  h e r e ,  I d i d n ' t  go t h i s  way, a s  we approached 
t h i s  v i l l a g e  r i g h t  here--I  came o u t  on t h i s  t y p e  o p e r a t i o n ,  
g o t  mortared r i g h t  h e r e  a couple  of  t imes ,  g o t  f i r e d  on by 
t h e  heavy machinegun they  have,  and we walked through t h i s  
v i l l a g e  here--

Q- ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Nha Hoa? 

A. A s  w e  came r i g h t  h e r e ,  and r i g h t  i n  t h i s  d i r e c -
t i o n .  Of cou r se  my t r o o p s  w e r e  coming up t h i s  way, were steam-
i n g  from r i g h t  h e r e .  I d o n ' t  Icnow, I ---.-wvU1de s t i r L a t e t h s r e  
were--the t i m e ,  about  1030 i n  t h e  morning u n t i l  1400 i n  t h e  
a f te rnoon- - there  must have been a couple  of hundred people  
s t ream p a s t  u s ,  running o u t  of t h i s  v i l l a g e .  

Q. Out of  An Loc? 

A. Out of  t h i s  a r e a  r i gh t - -

Q. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  An Loc, My Khe? 

A. My Khe a r e a .  Th i s  i s  when t h e  prov ince  ch i e f - -
you know t h e  Vietnamese, t hey  g e t  l i k e  t ight-mouthed when some-
t h i n g  l i k e  t h i s  happens. I knew t h e r e  was something up and 
my i n t e r p r e t e r  s t a r t e d  yakking and they  s t a r t e d  t a l k i n g  about 
what had happened, t o  t h e  women and c h i l d r e n  on t h i s  h i l l .  

Q. id they  i n d i c a t e  where t h e s e  people  were b u r i e d  
o r  anything? 
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A. No, t h e y  d i d n ' t .  Not a t  t h a t  t ime.  They were 
s c a r e d  t o  dea th .  I sax  t h e  women and c h i l d r e n  myself .  They 
were s c a r e d .  They were f r i g h t e n e d .  

Q. Were t h e s e  no--

A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  These a r e  Vietnamese--

Q.  ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  W e l l ,  what about t h e  women and 
c h i l d r e n  and s o  f o r t h  of  t h e  Montagnard company. Were t h o s e  
t h e  ones you were s e e i n g  o r  w e r e  t h e s e  o t h e r  ones? 

A. These are o t h e r  ones .  These a r e  n o t  t h e  Montagnard 
f a m i l i e s .  

Q. I see. But t h o s e  peop le ,  t o  your  knowledge have 
never  been hea rd  from? 

A. Not t o  my knowledge. 

Q .  You had heard  t h a t  they  w e r e  murdered? 

A. They were j u s t  cap tured .  Some were s h o t  on t h e  
spo t .  Kids w e r e  s i lo t .  X i l i e d  oii tlie spot  arid t h e  Montagnzrd 
people  i n  Quang Ngai would t e l l  them about  it. I d i d n ' t  t a k e  
i n  t h e  Montagnard company on t h i s  o p e r a t i o n  f o r  t h e  s imple  
reason we d idn  't want t h i s  eye-for-an-eye , too th- for -a - too th  
b u s i n e s s .  T h a t ' s  t h e  way t h e y  o p e r a t e .  Now, had I taken  t h e  
Montagnard company o u t  t h e r e ,  w e  wouldn ' t  have been a b l e  t o  
c o n t r o l  them, because they  would have g o t t e n  h e r e ,  heard  about  
t h e i r  f a m i l i e s  and we'd j u s t  have a renegade o u t f i t  o p e r a t i n g  
o u t  t h e r e  u n t i l  t h e y  g o t  j u s t i c e .  T h a t ' s  t h e  way t h e s e  people  
o p e r a t e .  But we d i d n ' t  t a k e  them o u t  on t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  
o p e r a t i o n .  

Q You say  t h e  f i g u r e  t h a t  s t i c k s  i n  your  mind was 
70 o r  77. 

A. I t ' s  a f i g u r e  between,  s e r i o u s l y  speak ing ,  about  
70 maybe 86.  Those f i g u r e s  seem t o  be s i g n i f i c a n t  t o  m e .  And 
a t  t h e  t ime ,  should  be  w i t h  t h e  mobile team a d v i s o r  who was, 
I f o r g e t ,  probably w i t h  t h e  34th RF Company of  Son Tinh.  
Colonel  GAVIN a t  t h e  t i m e ,  o r  Major GAVIN, p robably  a  Colonel  
now, w a s  h i s  d i s t r i c t  a d v i s o r ,  h e  would know about  t h a t .  Th i s  
i s  an i n c i d e n t  where he--
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Q. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  He d i d n ' t  know about it. 

A. H e  would know abou t ,  h e  would know about  it because 
it happened i n  h i s  d i s t r i c t .  It  happened i n  h i s  d i s t r i c t .  

Q And t h i s  i s  what month aga in?  

A. This  should  b e  i f  I remember, s i r ,  you may c o r r e c t  
m e ,  I don ' t know--

Q. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  W e l l ,  w e  g o t  back t o  t h e  t i m e  about  
t h e  middle o f  June  now on t h a t  one p o s t .  I can say  a lmos t  
p o s i t i v e l y ,  and I can show you a paper  t h a t  p rov ides  a decor-
a t i o n ,  an American d e c o r a t i o n ,  t o  t h e  major who commanded 
t h e  RF f o r c e s  f o r  h i s  p a r t  i n  a s s i s t i n g  i n  t h e  rescue  and s o  
f o r t h  of  t h e  h e l i c o p t e r .  So I can p i n  t h i s  one down q u i t e  
t i g h t l y .  

A. W e l l ,  t h i s  happened r i g h t  a f t e r  Colonel  BARKER 
w a s  k i l l e d  a t  Task Force  Barker .  But that - -he  was k i l l e d - - b u t  
t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  o p e r a t i o n  j u s t  went--

Q . Can you p u t  a t i m e  p e r i o d  down, a week, 2 weeks? 

A. I ' l l  s a y  w i t h i n  a week, w i t h i n  a week, you should  
be able t o  get t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  o p s r a t i o n  c u t  on l i n e ,  going 
back t o  4 J u l y - - i t  won ' t  b e  over  t h e  second week of  J u l y .  

Q. B e  sometime i n  t h e  f i r s t  ha l f - -

A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  W e  changed it sometime i n  t h e  mid-
d l e  of  June and ' the f i r s t  2 weeks of J u l y .  T h a t ' s  when I went 
o u t  t h e r e  w i t h  t h a t  group t o  r e i n s e r t  them, t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  
RF company back on o u r  l e f t ,  on t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  o u t p o s t .  

Q The remainder o f  t h e  RF company which was Montag-
na rd  and t h e i r  f a m i l i e s ,  a s i d e  from 70 o r  80 odd people  t h a t  
your  t a l k i n g  about ,  t hey  were a b l e  t o  escape  o f f  t h e  t o p  o f  
t h e  h i l l  and--

A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Some w e r e  a b l e  t o  escape .  But w e  
P 

went o u t  t h e r e  t o  r e l i e v e  them and a s  we w e r e  going w e  saw 
some of t h e  Montagnard s o l d i e r s  t h a t  were l e f t .  Those d i d  
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n o t  run.  W e  d i d  run i n t o  a few of  t h o s e .  But I d i d n ' t  g e t  a 
chance t o  t a l k  t o  one of  t h e  s e r g e a n t s .  H e  w a s  t e l l i n g ,  
llshoum, shoum", t h i s  s o r t  of  t h i n g  a s  he  was coming back. 
And t h e  even t  s t i c k s  i n  my mind because t h e  peop le ,  and a l l  
o p e r a t i o n s  I ' v e  been on wi th  them, were urlusua.lly a f r a i d  on 
t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  day. Unusually a f r a i d ,  which 'made m e  nervous.  
I knew t h e r e  was a VC i n  t h e  area, probably NVA t y p e  who on ly  
p u t s  t h a t  t y p e  o f  f e a r  i n t o  t h e  populace.  Regular f o r c e  t r o o p s ,  
no t  VC. Regular f o r c e  t r o o p s  p u t  t h a t  t ype  o f  f e a r  i n t o  t h e  
common man i n  t h e  s t r e e t .  They w e r e  s c a r e d  t o  d e a t h .  And 
they  w a s  running o u t  t h e r e  l i k e  mad. You know, when you go 
into--which i s  unusua l ,  one o f  t h e  few t i m e s  it happened t o  
us. A s  soon a s  t h e y  saw t h a t  it was u s ,  w e  s t a r t e d  g e t t i n g  
a l l  t h e s e  r e f u g e e s ,  b i c y c l e s ,  p i g s ,  k ids -  and e v e r y t h i n g  e l s e .  
The s o l d i e r  was t r y i n g  t o  ask  t h e  women and men t o  s t o p  and 
they  were j u s t  t o  nervous.  Everybody wanted t o . . . .  

Q . Did you g e t  i n t o  My Khe t h e r e ,  t h e  v i l l a g e  of  My 
Khe (1) a t  a l l ?  Th i s  i s  j u s t  below t h e  4/3? You were p o i n t -  
i n g  r i g h t  about  t h a t  a r e a  which i s  a l i t t l e  b i t - -

A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  No, I never  d i d  go i n t o  h e r e .  The 
reason why I s topped  h e r e  w a s  because one of  t h e s e - - t h a t ' s  
where I almost  l o s t  my i n t e rp re t e r .  Troops had a nasty hahi t . ,  
every t ime  h e  s e e s  a chicken t h e r e , .  h e  runs  a f t e r  it. This  
p a r t i c u l a r  p l a c e  I a lmost  l o s t  a s e r g e a n t ,  because  t h e r e  was 
a  booby t r a p p e d  house i n  h e r e .  He s t a r t e d  t o  go run a f t e r  
t h i s  chicken.  Q u i t e  f o r t u n a t e l y  a  Montagnard t r o o p  a t  t h e  
t ime ,  t h i s  i s  on a  p rev ious  t ime ,  b e a t  him t o  it. Also,  h e  
j u s t  t r i p p e d  o f f  a claymore mine. W e  l o s t  t h e  s o l d i e r  r i g h t  
t h e r e ,  because of a  booby t r a p ,  by running  a f t e r  a chicken.  
I d i d n ' t  go any f u r t h e r  t h e r e  because I w a s  i n t e n d i n g  t o  waik 
down t h i s  road ,  because one o f  my men, i f  I ' d  have h i t  t h e  
road ,  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  road which i s  p r e t t y  good, t h i s  one 
r i g h t  h e r e  and it comes back t o  t h e  f a c e  of  t h a t  mountain, 
i t ' s  p r e t t y  good, we were t r y i n g  f ind--catch them wi th  t h i s  
mine. 

Q. Did you go up t h a t  road a t  a l l ?  

A .  No, s i r ,  I ' v e  never  been on t h i s  road.  The c l o s e s t  
I 've g o t t e n  w a s  r i g h t  h e r e .  

Q. Before  w e  c l o s e  M r .  FORD, I ' d  l i k e  t o  a g a i n  remind 
you of what I asked you about  a t  t h e  very  beg inn ing ,  t h a t  you 
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n o t  d i s c u s s  t h i s  i n c i d e n t  o r  your  tes t imony u n l e s s  you are 
r e q u i r e d  t o  do s o  b e f o r e  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e ,  j u d i c i a l ,  o r  l e g i s l a -
t i v e  bodies .  Our r e p o r t  w i l l  come o u t  i n  due t i m e  when w e  
have a l l  t h i s  t o g e t h e r  which w i l l  probably e x p l a i n  much more 
o f  it t o  you. 

A. I hope I ' v e  been a b l e  t o  h e l p  and s o r r y  f o r  t h e  
f a u l t y  knowledge, b u t  it was t h e  b e s t  I could  do. 

Q Well,  w e  a p p r e c i a t e  it very  much. 

A. The only  t h i n g s  I can r e c a l l  i s  j u s t  c e r t a i n  i n c i -
d e n t s  a t  t h e  t i m e  t h a t  s t i c k  i n  my mind. 

10: Well ,  a s  I ' v e  i n d i c a t e d  b e f o r e ,  i f  any th ing  does 
come back,  p l e a s e  g e t  i n  touch w i t h  us .  

(The hea r ing  r eces sed  a t  1210 hour s ,  22 January 
1970) .  
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SUMMARY OF TESTIMONY 

WITNESS : GREEN, John LTC 

DATE OF TESTIMONY: 1 4  January  1970 

PLACE OF TESTIMONY: Pentagon 

WITNESS SUSPECTED OF: N/A 

COUNSEL: None 

DUTY ASSIGNMENT ON 1 6  MARCH 1968: Deputy S e c t o r  Advisor 
of  Quang Ngai Province .  

BACKGROUND INFORMATION. 

The w i t n e s s  a r r i v e d  i n  l a t e  January  1968 and became 
t h e  Deputy S e c t o r  Advisor of  Quang Ngai Province ,  a 
c a p a c i t y  t h a t  h e  remained i n  u n t i l  l a t e  September 1968 
(pg. 3 ) .  H e  worked under Colonel  G U I N N  and then  under 
Colonel  SWEARINGEN (pg. 3)  . H e  had t a c t i c a i  d u t i e s  i n  t h a t  
he  was t h e  a d v i s o r  t o  one of  t h e  d e p u t i e s  f o r  t h e  prov ince  
who was i n  charge  of t h e  RF/PF (pg.  4 ) .  He d e a l t  w i t h  
M r .  MAY who was h i s  e f f i c i e n c y  i n d o r s e r  (pg. 5 ) .  

2 .  HIS KNOWLEDGE OF TASK FORCE BARKER. 

He s t a t e d  t h a t  he d i d  n o t  have p a r t i c u l a r  knowledge 
o f  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  i n  Son My V i l l a g e  b u t  t h a t  t hey  would 
normally g i v e  t h e  Arnerical a b lock  t o  o p e r a t e  i n  (pg. 6 )  . 
They would n o t  know because of  s e c u r i t y  reasons  when t h e  
Arnerical was go ing  t o  o p e r a t e  i n  t h a t  a r e a  (pg.  6 ) .  H e  d i d  
n o t  r e c a l l  Colonel  HENDERSON who had taken  o v e r  t h e  1 1 t h  
Brigade d i s c u s s i n g  an ope rg t ion  i n  t h e  P i n k v i l l e  a r e a  w i t h  
Colonel  KHIEN (pg. 6 )  . The w i t n e s s  gave a d e s c r i p t i o n  o f  
t h e  a c t i v i t i e s  i n  t h e  Quang Ngai p rov ince  du r ing  t h e  T e t  
and pos t -Te t  p e r i o d  and t h e i r  e f f e c t  on t h e  o p e r a t i o n a l  
s i t u a t i o n ( p g s .  7 ,  8 )  . 
3 .  OPERATIONS I N  THE MY L A 1  AREA BY HIS UNIT. 

The w i t n e s s  s t a t e d  they  conducted o p e r a t i o n s  i n t o  t h e  
P i n k v i l l e  a r e a  and were conduct ing one on t h e  day t h a t  
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Colonel  BARKER'S chopper had a c o l l i s i o n  wi.tl.1 h i s  "Jake 
42" (pg.  9 ) .  He d e s c r i b e d  t h e  a r e a  as be ing  a  VC s t r o n g h o l d  
and t h a t  i n  s e v e r a l  o p e r a t i o n s  t hey  had n o t  p e n e t r a t e d  t o o  
deeply i n t o  My L a i  (pg. 11). Normally t h e y  would se t  t h e i r  
CP up on ~ u d d h a  Mountain and they could observe  t h e  a r e a  
known a s  t h e  C i t a d e l ( p g .  11). He d i d  n o t  t h i n k  an o p e r a t i o n  
they  had i n  t h e  a r e a  from June 1 1 t h  t o  1 3 t h  had any 
p a r t i c u l a r  s i g n i f i c a n c e  (pgs.  11, 1 2 ) .  H e  d e s c r i b e d  i n  
d e t a i l  t h e  c o l l i s i o n  between BARKER and t h e  o t h e r  a i r p l a n e  
(pgs .  13-15) ,  H e  w a s  n o t  f a m i l i a r  wi th  t h e  Vietnamese 
r e p o r t  cn t h e  o p e r a t i o n ,  w i t h  any i n t e r r o g a t i o n  r e p o r t s  
from i n d i v i d u a l s  t h a t  had been cap tu red  (pg.  1 6 ) .  H e  
s t a t e d  t h a t  Colonel  K H I E N  was n o t  p r e s e n t  on t h e  o p e r a t i o n  
l e a v i n g  him as t h e  s e n i o r  ranking  o f f i c e r ,  and he t h e r e f o r e  
f e l t  tha t  it w a s  n o t  an o p e r a t i o n  t o  i n v e s t i g a t e  an  
i n c i d e n t  in My L a i  (pg. 16)  . 

INVESTIGATIONS CONCERNING THE ASSAULT. 

The w i t n e s s  w a s  shown E x h i b i t  M-28, a copy o f  t h e  
l e t t e r  from t h e  D i s t r i c t  Chief t o  t h e  Province  Chief which 
he had n o t  s een  b e f o r e  i n  h i s  c a p a c i t y  as t h e  deputy of t h e  
MACV.Quang Ngai s e c t o r  (pgs.  9 ,  l o ) .  He s t a t e d  i f  he had 
seen  it he  would have remembered it  and he  f e l t  t h a t  
p o s s i b l y  it was c a r r i e d  d i r e c t l y  t o  M r .  MAY o r  t o  Colonel  
X H I E N  (pg.  1 0 )  He d i d  ~ o t  r e c a l l  t h e  s u b j e c t  ever b e i n g; 

mentioned a t  a b r i e f i n g  nor  d i d  he  r e c a l l  E x h i b i t  M-30 
which was RODRIGUEZ'S  s t a t e m e n t  (pg.  1 0 ) .  H e  d i d  n o t  recal l  
any conve r sa t ions  between Colonel  HENDERSON o r  General  
YOUNG wi th  t h e  Province C h i e f ,  M r .  MAY, o r  Colonel  K H I E N  
(pg. 11). He d i d  n o t  r ecogn ize  t h e  VC propaganda i n c l o s e d  
i n  E x h i b i t  R-1 (pgs .  16 ,  1 7 ) .  H e  s t a t e d  t h a t  he had typed 
~ x h i b i t  M-39 (pg. 18) . I n  d i s c u s s i n g  t h e  r e p o r t  o f  
RODRIGUEZ t h e  w i t n e s s  s t a t e d  t h a t  he d i d  n o t  t h i n k  
RODRIGUEZ had w r i t t e n  it because RODRIGUEZ was a poor  
w r i t e r  and t h e  document was t o o  w e l l  w r i t t e n  (pg. 23) . There 
was an i n t e l l i g e n c e  o f f i c e r ,  a l i e u t e n a n t ,  who was a l s o  
p r e s e n t  a t  t h e  d i s t r i c t  who could  have w r i t t e n  it (pg. 2 3 ) .  

5 .  OTHER INFORMATION. 

a. The w i t n e s s  d e s c r i b e d  Colonel  KHIEN as a most 
c o n s c i e n t i o u s  o f f i c e r  who was a c t i v e  and e n e r g e t i c  (pg. 8)  . 

b .  The w i t n e s s  mentioned an i n c i d e n t  du r ing  t h e  T e t  
o f f e n s i v e  when Colonel  K H I E N  i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  e v e n t s  w e r r  
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E X H I B I T  

NUMBER 


M-28 


M-30 


M-34 


M-35 


M- 39 


R-1 


F O R  O F F I C I A L  USE 


EXHIBITS 


D E S C R I P T I O N  

T A N ' s  l e t t e r  t o  K H I E N  
( 2 8  M a r )  

S t a t e m e n t  of RODRIGUEZ 
T O A N ' s  d i r ec t ive  t o  
xnves t iga te  (1-4 A p r  6 8 )  
T A N ' s  l e t t e r  t o  K H I E N ,  
11 A p r  ( t r a n s )  ( Q u a n q  
~ g a iT r o v )  

VC Propaganda l e a f l e t ,  
da ted  2 8  M a r  6 8  
M e m o r a n d u m  f r o m  Team # 2  
t o  COMUS-MACV ( 2 0  J u n  6 8  
H E N D E R S O N ' S  r e p o r t  
w i t h  t n e  i n c l o s u r e  of 
VC propaganda 

ONLY 

N O T E S  PAGES 

W i t  had n o t  s een .  9 


W i t  had n o t  seen  1 0  


W i t  had n o t  seen. 1 0  


W i t  had n o t  s een .  9 


W i t  had n o t  seen.  . 1 7  

Witness  had 

w r i t t e n  it. 1 8  


W i t  had n o t  seen.  1 6  
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(The h e a r i n g  reconvened a t  1113 h o u r s ,  1 4  January 
1970.) 

10: The h e a r i n g  w i l l  come t o  o r d e r .  

RCDR: The fo l lowing  named a r e  p r e s e n t :  LTG PEERS, 
MR lIACCRATE, and MAJ LYNN. 

S i r ,  t h e  nex t  w i tnes s  i s  L i e u t e n a n t  Colonel  John 
GREEN. 


(LTC GREEN was c a l l e d  as a  w i t n e s s ,  w a s  sworn, 
and t e s t i f i e d  a s  fol lows : )  

Colonel  GREEN, f o r  t h e  r e c o r d ,  w i l l  you p l e a s e  s t a t e  
your  f u l l  name, g rade ,  S o c i a l  S e c u r i t y  number, branch of  
s e r v i c e ,  o r g a n i z a t i o n ,  and s t a t i o n ?  

A. L i e u t e n a n t  Colonel  John GIIEEN, , s t a -
t i o n e d  a t  United S t a t e s  Army I n t e l l i g e n c e  Command, F o r t  Hola- 
b i r d ,  Maryland. 

RCDR : Colonel  GREEN, b e f o r e  we proceed wi th  any q u e s t i o n s  
I ' v e  go t  some t h i n g s  I ' d  l i k e  t o  d i s c u s s  h e r e .  T h i s  i n v e s t i -  
g a t i o n  w a s  d i r e c t e d  j o i n t l y  by t h e  S e c r e t a r y  o f  t h e  Army and 
t h e  Chlef of S t a t t ,  United S t a t e s  Army, f o r  the purpose of  de- 
t e rmin ing  f a c t s  and making f i n d i n g s  and recommendations con-
ce rn ing  t h e  fo l lowing:  

(1) The adequacy of p r i o r  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  and i n -
q u i r i e s  i n t o ,  and subsequent  reviews and r e p o r t s  w i t h i n  t h e  
chain of command, of what i s  now commonly r e f e r r e d  t o  as t h e  
My La i  i n c i d e n t  o f  16 March 1968,  and; 

( 2 )  t h e  p o s s i b l e  suppres s ion  o r  w i thho ld ing  o f  
in format ion  by any person  who had a duty  t o  r e p o r t  and t o  
f u r n i s h  in fo rma t ion  concerning t h i s  i n c i d e n t .  

This  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  i s  n o t  b e i n g  conducted t o  i n -  
v e s t i g a t e  a l l  f a c t s  and c i rcumstances  of  what happened a t  
My Lai. I t  i s  d i r e c t e d  t o  t h o s e  s p e c i f i c  purposes  which I 
have just s t a t e d .  

General  PEERS has  had made a v a i l a b l e  t o  him and has  
reviewed p r i o r  o f f i c i a l  s t a t e m e n t s  o b t a i n e d  i n  o t h e r  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  
of  t h e  My Lai i n c i d e n t .  Your tes t imony w i l l  be t aken  under 
oa th .  A verba t im t r a n s c r i p t  w i l l  be  
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prepared .  A t a p e  r eco rd ing  i s  be ing  made i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  
verbat im n o t e s  b e i n g  t aken  by t h e  r e p o r t e r .  

~ l t h o u g ht h e  gene ra l  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  o f  t h e  
r e p o r t  w i l l  be  c o n f i d e n t i a l ,  it is  p o s s i b l e  t h a t  t h e  tes t imony 
o r  p a r t s  qf it may l a t e r  become a m a t t e r  of  p u b l i c  knowledge. 

I 0  : c o l o n e l  GREEN, a s i d e  from myself he re  t h i s  morning, 
I have on my l e f t  M r .  Robert  MACCFATE who i s  a c i v i l i a n  
a t t o r n e y .  He h a s  vo lun tee red  h i s  s e r v i c e s  t o  t h e  S e c r e t a r y  
of t h e  Army t o  ass is t  m e  i n  t h i s  i n q u i r y  and a l s o  t o  p rov ide  
l e g a l  counse l  t o  me. H e  may a l s o  address  q u e s t i o n s  t o  you 
t h i s  morning. W e  a l s o  have o t h e r  members of  t h e  i n q u i r y  team 
who a r e  conduc t ing  i n t e r r o g a t i o n s  a t  va r ious  p l a c e s  a t  t h i s  
t ime .  However, you should know t h a t  i n  t h e  f i n a l  a n a l y s i s  I 
W i l l  have t h e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  completing t h e  r e p o r t  and 
making t h e  f i n a l  f i n d i n g s  and recommendations. You a r e  o r -
dered  n o t  t o  d i s c u s s  your tes t imony i n  t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  
w i t h  o t h e r s ,  i n c l u d i n g  o t h e r  w i t n e s s e s  f o r  t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  
e x c e p t  a s  it may be necessary  i n  t h e  performance of  o f f i c i a l  
du ty  o r  as you may be r e q u i r e d  t o  do s o  b e f o r e  a competent 
j u d i c i a l ,  l e g i s l a t i v e ,  o r  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  body. To t h e  b e s t  
of my knowledqe you have n o t  been c i t e d  i n  t h e  g e n e r a l  cou r t -
martial case o f  t h e  United S t a t e s  v. Ca l l ey .  I - b e l i e v e  t h a t  
i s  c o r r e c t ,  i s  it n o t ?  

4 A .  I t  i s  c o r r e c t .  

Q If you are s o  c i t e d ,  your appearance h6 re  would i n  
no way change t h e  a p p l i c a b i l i t y  o r  e f f e c t  of t h a t  o r d e r .  
Do you have any q u e s t i o n s  t h u s  f a r  on any i n s t r u c t i o n s  you 
may have r e c e i v e d ?  

A .  N O ,  s ir .  

Q W e ' l l  r e c e s s  b r i e f l y  a t  t h i s  t i m e .  

(The h e a r i n g  r e c e s s e d  a t  1116 h o u r s ,  1 4  January 
1970. ) 

The h e a r i n g  reconvened a t  1117 h o u r s ,  1 4  January 
1970 ,) 

10: The h e a r i n g  w i l l  come t o  o r d e r .  

RCDR : ~ l lper sons  p r e s e n t  when t h e  h e a r i n g  r e c e s s e d  are 
aga in  p r e s e n t .  
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I0: Colonel  GREEN,  would you s t a t e  what your  duty
assignment was on 1 6  March 1968? 

A. I w a s  t h e  deputy s e c t o r  a d v i s o r  of Quang Ngai
province .  

Q How long  had your  been i n  t h a t  c a p a c i t y ?  

A. S ince  l a t e  January  of  t h a t  y e a r .  

Q La te  January 1968.  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q And how long  d i d  you remain i n  t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r
c a p a c i t y ?  

A. U n t i l  l a t e  September 1968. I a r r i v e  back i n  CONUS 
20 September 1968. 

Q I n i t i a l l y ,  you e v i d e n t l y  worked f o r  Colonel  G U I N N ?  

A.  Colonel  G U I N N ,  y e s ,  s i r .  

Q Now when he  l e f t  d i d  'your p o s i t i o n  change? 

A. No, s i r  it d i d  n o t .  J u s t  f o r  an i n t e r i m  pe r iod  
I was t h e  a c t i n g  s e c t o r  a d v i s o r  u n t i l  Colonel  SWEARENGEN 
a r r i v e d .  

Q What was your grade a t  t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  t ime? 

A. L i e u t e n a n t  c o l o n e l .  

Q. You were a l i e u t e n a n t  c o l o n e l ?  

A .  Yes, s i r .  

9 From t h e  t i m e  t h e  My ~ a ii n c i d e n t  became a m a t t e r  
of p u b l i c  knowledge i n  t h e  l a t t e r  p a r t  of September o r  October 
1969  have you had any conve r sa t ions  wi th  anybody who may have 
been connected w i t h  t h e  prov ince  adv i so ry  team o r  wi th  t h e  
America1 Div i s ion  o r  anybody t h a t  may have been a s s o c i a t e d  
wi th  t h e  o p e r a t i o n ?  

A. No, s i r .  
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Binh Dinh Province ,  working p r i m a r i l y  i n  t h e  Tuy Hoa a r e a .  

Q I n  Tuy Hoa? 

A. I n  Tuy Hoar yes .  

Q Was t h a t  Binh Dinh, o r  Phu Yen then?  

A. It was,  w e l l ,  o u r  d i v i s i o n  h e a d q u a r t e r s ,  t h e  d i v i -
s i o n  advisory  team w a s  Binh Dinh and Qu i  Nhon. 

Q Qui  Nhon, r i g h t .  

A .  Our b a t t a l i o n  w a s  k ind  of  de tached  and w e  w e r e  
t h e  rov ing  b a t t a l i o n .  W e  worked q u i t e  a b i t  around Tuy Hoa, 
t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  a r e a .  

Q Do you speak Vietnamese? 

A .  No, sir.  I d o n ' t .  

&. I t a k e  i t ,  t h e n ,  you normal ly  c a r r i e d  on your  r e l a t i o n  
w i t h  your  c o u n t e r p a r t s  most g e n e r a l l y  through an i n t e r p r e t e r ?  

, 
A. h-J-C .r.!--m": T L,.,. .,.-,,,, CA,,,,,, JL,, ,,,a,,, I w a s  f o r t n ~ a t ew i t h  t h e  
Vietnamese I worked w i t h ,  e x c e p t  f o r  t h e  f i r s t  t o u r ,  t o  have 
Vietnamese who spoke p r e t t y  good E n g l i s h ,  and we were a b l e  t o  
converse  l i k e  t h a t .  

Q How about  your r e l a t i o n s h i p s  w i t h i n  t h e  prov ince  
advisory  group? Was t h i s  a smooth f u n c t i o n i n g  o u t f i t ?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  I would say  it was. 

Q You obvious ly  worked q u i t e  c l o s e l y  w i t h  Colonel  
G U I N N .  D i d  you a l s o  have much d e a l i n g s  w i th  M r .  MAY, who w a s  
t h e  prov ince  s e n i o r  a d v i s o r ?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r ,  M r .  MAY w a s  my e n d o r s e r  on my e f f i c i e n c y  
r e p o r t .  I worked k i n d  of  d i r e c t l y  w i t h  bo th .  I t  w a s ,  I wouldn 't 
say a b a s t a r d  set  up,  b u t  it was a s e t  up where t h e  c i v i l i a n  
s i d e  of t h e  house had a  deputy ,  t h e  m i l i t a r y  s i d e  of  t h e  house 
had a deputy.  Colonel  G U I N N  was t h e  deputy t o  M r .  MAY and a l s o  
M r .  MAY had a c i v i l i a n  deputy ,  more o r  l e s s ,  t o  t a k e  c a r e  of 
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t h e  c i v i l i a n  s i d e  of t h e  house. So I s a t  i n  t h e r e  and I, 
pronged s t r a i g h t  i n  t h e r e  t o  M r .  MAY o r  t o  t h e  m i l i t a r y  s i d e .  
I worked bo th  s i d e s  of t h e  fence .  I n  f a c t  a f t e r  t h i n g s  such 
a s  t h e  T e t  o f f e n s i v e  I undertook t h e  s e c u r i t y  f o r  t h e  c i v i l i a n  
compound, b u i l d i n g  t h e  bunke r s ,  c o n t r a c t i n g  t h e  b u i l d i n g  of  
bunkers ,  t a k i n g  weapons and r a d i o s  t o  t i e  t h e  houses i n  w i t h  
communications t o  NCS which w e  p u t  i n  M r .  MAY'S  q u a r t e r s ,  
t h i n g s  of t h a t  n a t u r e .  I was j u s t  between t h e  two. 

Q Were you aware of  Task Force B a r k e r ' s  o p e r a t i o n
i n t o  t h e  Son My V i l l a g e  a r e a  on 16 March? 

A.  I was aware of Task Force Barker  and I have m e t  
Colonel BARKER. When you say  an o p e r a t i o n  i n  t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  
a r e a ,  we would g i v e  t h e  Americal a b lock .  Th i s  was f o r  se-
c u r i t y  reasons  f o r  one t h i n g  s o  they  wou ldn ' t  have t o  t e l l  
us when they would come i n ,  and it wouldn ' t  be b r o a d c a s t .  
We'd know when t h e y  were i n ,  b u t  n o t  n e c e s s a r i l y  t h a t  t h e y  
were going i n  a t  0600 on such and such a day. We would block 
o u t  an a r e a  f o r  t h e  America1 and g i v e  them an o p e r a t i o n s  AO. 

Q S e p a r a t e  A 0  then?  

A.  That  they  would o p e r a t e  i n ,  s o  w e  wouldn 't f i r e  
i n t o  it because t h a t ' s  t h e i r  p i e c e  of  r e a l  es ta te .  Whether 
they  had an o p e r a t i o n  going on a t  t h a t  t ime ,  a t  t h a t  p a r t i -
c u l a r  t ime I would assume only  from what I h e a r  i n  t h e  news-
p a p e r s ,  because I d o n : t  have n o t e s  o r  r e c o r d s  t h a t  t h e y  were 
i n  t h e r e .  I n  o u r  d a i l y  b r i e f i n g s ,  we would know when t h e y  
were i n .  

Q 0 We unders tand  t h a t  Colonel  HENDERSON took o v e r  
t h e  1 1 t h  Brigade on t h e  1 5 t h  of March, t h e  day b e f o r e  t h i s  
o p e r a t i o n  was i n i t i a t e d .  W e  a l s o  unders tand t h a t  a t  about 
noon, o r  s h o r t l y  b e f o r e  noon on t h e  d a t e  o f  t h e  1 6 t h  t h a t  
Colonel  HENDERSON c a l l e d  upon t h e  province c h i e f ,  t h e n  Colonel  
K H I E N  I b e l i e v e .  A t  t h a t  t i m e  he  acqua in ted  Colonel  K H I E N  
w i t h  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e y  had i n i t i a t e d  an o p e r a t i o n  i n  t h e  
My La i  o r  what people  sometimes r e f e r  t o  a s  t h e  P i n k v i l l e  
a r e a .  Were you by chance p r e s e n t  a t  t h a t  t ime?  

A .  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l .  With t h e  America1 Div i s ion  w e  had 
people  coming i n  and o u t  of t h e  a r e a  a t  a l l  t i m e s .  I ' d  see 
t h e  prov ince  c h i e f ,  M r .  M A Y ,  and Colonel  G U I N N ,  c o o r d i n a t e  
o p e r a t i o n s  f o r  r e l i e f  f o r  maybe a hamlet  t h a t  w a s  overrun o r  
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time a f t e r  t h e  T e t  of fens ive  on. We conducted opera t ions  i n t o  
My La i ,  o r  t h e  P i n k v i l l e  a rea .  I n  f a c t  we were conducting 
one t h e  day t h a t  Colonel BARKER'S chopper had a c o l l i s o n  wi th  
my Jake 4 2 .  

Q Well, I want t o  g e t  around t o  t h a t ,  dur ing  t h i s  
per iod  of t h e  middle of March were you ever  aware t h a t  an 
i n v e s t i g a t i o n  of  any kind was going- on concerning something 
t h a t  may have t r a n s p i r e d  i n  Son My on 1 6  March? 

A. No, sir. 

Q *  Were you aware of a l e t t e r  from t h e  d i s t r i c t  ch ie f  
t o  t h e  province chief  concerning what may have t r a n s p i r e d  
i n  t h a t  opera t ion?  

A. No, s i r ,  I was no t .  , 
*: 2 

Q - Would you g ive  me t h e  l e t t e r  of t h e  28th and 
t h e  l l t h ,  p l ease?  

I have here  a document which has been e n t e r e d  i n t o  
t h e  record  as  an e x h i b i t  which is  from t h e  d i s t r i c t  ch ief  of 
Son Tinh D i s t r i c t  t o  t h e  province ch ie f  of Quang Ngai Province 
and you w i l l  no te  t h a t  a copy of t h i s  w a s  a l s o  s e n t  t o  t h e  
S2 and t h e  S3 of Quang Ngai Sec tor  headquar ters .  We have 
en te red  t h i s  i n t o  the  record as Exh ib i t  M-28. This i s  t h e  
English t r a n s l a t i o n  of t h e  Vietnamese l e t t e r  which appeared 
d i r e c t l y  behind it. I would ask i f  you had ever  seen t h i s  
o r  had ever  heard of i t ?  

A .  No, sir. 

Q. I have here  another  l e t t e r  from t h e  d i s t r i c t  ch ie f  
t o  t h e  province ch ie f  da ted  11 A p r i l  which i s  e n t e r e d  i n t o  
the record  as  Exh ib i t  M-34. 

A. NO,  s i r .  I have never seen  t h i s  be fo re .  

Q I n  looking a t  t h a t  document, Colonel GREEN, you 
w i l l  n o t i c e  t h a t  a copy of it i s  s e n t  forward t o  t h e  2d ARVN 
Divis ion ,  and y o u ' l l  n o t i c e  t h a t  a copy of it w a s  s e n t  t o  
MACV Quang Ngai Sec tor .  

A. Yes, sir. 
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Q- Now you were t h e  deputy of MACV Quang Ngai Sec to r  
and t h i s  i s  t h e  reason I would ask you t o  t h i n k  very s p e c i f i c a l l y  
whether o r  no t  t h i s  l e t t e r  was e v e r  c a l l e d  t o  your  attention? . 

A .  No, sir ,  it was n o t .  Something of t h i s  would 
have been o u t  of t h e  ord inary  of a day to  day opera t ion  or a ,, 
day t o  day a c t i v i t y  and I would have remenbered t h i s  i f  it had 
come through admin i s t r a t ive  channels o r  d i s t r i b u t i o n .  It 
could have been hand-carried s t r a i g h t  from u p s t a i r s  to M r .  
MAY'S o f f i c e  o r  t o  Colonel G U I N N .  Correspondence d i d  n o t  
n e c e s s a r i l y  r o u t e  through a message c e n t e r  like it would in 
our d i s t r i b u t i o n  sys t e m .  

Q You had d a i l y  s t a f f  meetings at  t h e  Quang Ngai 
advisory group however. D o  you r e c a l l  t h i s  e v e r  being a sub-
j e c t  of conversa t ion  a t  any of these  s t a f f  meetings? 

A .  No, sir. 

& I would l i k e  t o  have t h e  d i r e c t i v e  from the 2d 
ARVN Division and a l s o  t h e  s ta tement ,  p l e a s e ,  of 1 4  A p r i l .  

I have h e r e  another  Exhib i t  da ted  1 4  A p r i l  which 
is  a s ta tement  s igned by Captain Angel RODRIGUEZ which has 
been en te red  i n t o  t h e  record as Exh ib i t  M-30. This i s  t h e  
a c t u a l  p h o t o s t a t i c  copy; here  i s  a p l a i n  copy, Colonel GREEN. 

A.  No, s ir .  I have t a l k e d  t o  Captain RODRIGUEZ on 
s e v e r a l  occasions and t h i s  was never mentioned. 

Q -Do you know t h a t  Captain RODRIGUEZ e i t h e r  spoke 
o r  was a b l e  t o  read  o r  w r i t e  Vietnamese? 

A .  No, s i r ,  I do no t  know it. I would assume t h a t  
he spoke d i f f e r e n t  words t h a t  most of us know, how t o  count.  
But h i s  f luency,  I had no knowledge of h i s  f luency.  

Q- I have here  another  p o s t a l  message da ted  1 5  A p r i l .  
I t ' s  addressed t o  t h e  Quang Ngai Sec to r ,  comes from headquarters 
of t h e  2d ARVN Divis ion ,  and I would ask i f  you had ever seen 
an English t r a n s l a t i o n  of t h i s  message which has  been entered 
i n t o  t h e  record  as  Exhib i t  M-32? 

A. No, sir.  I haven ' t  seen t h i s .  
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Q Do YGLI e v e r  r e c a l l  any d . i scuss ion  between Colonel  
HENDERSON and Colonel  G U I N N  o r  Colonel  HENDERSON and Colonel  
K H I E N  concern ing  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  i n t o  t h e  Son My a r e a ?  

A .  N O ,  sir.  

Q 0 Do you remember any conve r sa t ions  perhaps  of  Gen-
e r a l  YOUNG o r  General  KOSTER wi th  t h e  prov ince  c h i e f  o r  w i t h  
M r .  MAY o r  w i th  Colonel  G U I N N  i n  t h i s  r ega rd?  

A. No, sir. 

Q W e  would unders tand t h a t  s e c t o r  conducted an oper-
a t i o n  i n t o  t h e  My L a i  a r e a  du r ing  t h e  pe r iod  11 through  13 th  
of  June .  I t ' s  a l s o  a matter  of r eco rd  t h a t  you a long  wi th  
c e r t a i n  o t h e r  i n d i v i d u a l s  from t h e  s e c t o r  adv i so ry  team 
accompanied t h a t  o p e r a t i o n .  Do you know why t h a t  o p e r a t i o n  
was conducted? 

A .  Well as i t ' s  a VC s t r o n g h o l d ,  t h e  e n t i r e  P i n k v i l l e  
a r e a ,  and t h i s  w a s  one of our  r e g u l a r  o p e r a t i o n s  t h a t  t h e  
j o i n t  RF/PF f o r c e s  would conduct i n  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  a r e a .  
We had p r i o r  t o  t h i s  t ime conducted s e v e r a l  o p e r a t i o n s  i n  
t h i s  a r e a ,  n o t  p e n e t r a t i n g  t o o  deep i n t o  My L a i ,  b u t  around 
t h e  f r i n g e s .  Normally t h e s e  o p e r a t i o n s  would be j o i n t  wi th  
the A m e r i c a 1  forces l a y i n ?  in a b lock ing  p s i t i o n  n e r t h  nf 
t h e  r i v e r .  W e  o p e r a t i n g  from t h e  west  cominq i n t o  t h e  e a s t .  
Normally w e  s e t  o u r  CP up on Buddha Mountain t h e r e .  

Q What you c a l l  Buddha Mountain, i s  t h a t  h i l l  85? 

A. T h i s  h i l l  up h e r e  ( i n d i c a t i n g ) .  And from t h a t  
p o s i t i o n  w e  could j u s t  about  observe a l l  t h e  a r e a ,  n o t  i n  
t h e  P i n k v i l l e  a r e a  b u t  i n  t h e  c l o s e - i n  areas, h e r e .  

Q m  That  i s  known a s  t h e  c i t a d e l ?  

A. Yes, sir, i n  t h e  c i t a d e l .  Sometimes we se t  o u r  
e n t i r e  CP up i n  t h e  c i t a d e l  a r e a  t h e r e  and w e r e  p r e t t y  s ecu re  
i n  t h a t  c l o s e .  ARVN f o r c e s  would always go up s o  f a r ;  t h e y ' d  
reach a l i n e  up i n  h e r e  and t h e y ' d  s t o p  ( r e f e r r i n g  t o  g r i d  
l i n e  71) . I t  would g e t  d a r k ,  and w e  would come back.  The 
n e x t  day we'd t r y  aga in .  So t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  o p e r a t i o n  on 
t h a t  day i n  June  had no s p e c i a l  s i g n i f i c a n c e  o t h e r  t han  it 
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w a s  an o p e r a t i o n ,  a con t inu ing  t h i n g  t o  t r y  t o  c l ean  o u t  t h e  
people  i n  t h a t  a r e a .  I would say t h a t  t h e  America1 Div i s ion  
always had more success  i n  p e n e t r a t i n g  i n t o  t h e  P i n k v i l l e  
a r e a  t han  w e  d i d .  I mean t h e  RF/PF f o r c e s .  They'd r e c e i v e  
one o r  two rounds o f  s n i p e r  f i r e  and c a l l  f o r  j e t s ,  a r t i l l e r y ,  
and e v e r y t h i n g  e l s e  and a f t e r  t hey  g o t  it t h e y ' d  s t a r t  i n  
aga in .  They'd r e c e i v e  one o r  two more rounds ,  and they  'd 
j u s t  r e p e a t  t h e  p roces s .  But t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  o p e r a t i o n ,  i n  
answer t o  your  q u e s t i o n ,  was no th ing  of any major s i g n i f i c a n c e  
t h a t  w a s  any d i f f e r e n t  t han  o u r  normal o p e r a t i n g  procedures .  

Q You had a p r e t t y  good s i z e  f o r c e  t h a t  day as I 
r e c a l l .  You had two of your RF group headqua r t e r s  a long  and 
each of  t h e  groups commanded t h r e e  companies, p l u s  c e r t a i n  
PF p l a toons  t h a t  were a long.  That  makes a p r e t t y  s i z e a b l e  
o p e r a t i o n .  

A.  Y e s ,  sir.  It w a s  a p r e t t y  good s i z e  o p e r a t i o n .  
W e  had j u s t  r e c e n t l y  formed t h e  RF, t h i s  new concept  of  t h e  
five-man RF/PF advisory  teams,  and a t  t h a t  t ime  we were j u s t  
g e t t i n g  them t o g e t h e r ,  had j u s t  completed o u r  o r g a n i z a t i o n  
o f  t h e s e  teams and t r a i n i n g  phases of  t h e s e  -teams. Th i s  w a s  
one of t h e  f i r s t  o p e r a t i o n s  t h a t  t hey  went o u t  on as  a  RF/PF 
group you might c a l l  them, combined o p e r a t i o n .  

Q You a r e  r e f e r r i n g  t o  t h e  MATS teams? 

A. 'the MATS teams. 

Q M i l i t a r y  a s s i s t a n c e  teams? 

A .  Y e s ,  sir,  and I on ly  r e c a l l  one f i e l d  grade  
o f f i c e r  we had on t h e  ground. That  was Major FORD, w i t h  t h e  
f o r c e s  on t h e  ground. I was wi th  a  l i e u t e n a n t  c o l o n e l  t h a t  
I can tt name, a Major David HACKING who w a s  t h e  RF/PF a d v i s o r ,  
and Major FORD who was t h e  o p e r a t i o n s  o f f i c e r .  There were the 
t h r e e  of us and one o r  two e n l i s t e d  men. I say  one o r  two, 
they  w e r e  a c t u a l l y  t h e  medic and t h e  jeep  d r i v e r ,  and what 
n o t  t h a t  Major FORD had l e f t  behind wi th  h i s  f i e l d ,  and I ' d  
say t h e  command group c o n s i s t e d  of  e i g h t  b o d i e s ,  e i g h t  o r  
n i n e  bodies  t o t a l .  W e  were conduct ing a sweep through eas t  
of where t h a t  chopper went down. 

Q You can see marked t h e r e  t h e  v i l l a g e  o f  My L a i  ( 4 ) .  
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A. Y e s ,  s i r .  W e  were n o t  t h a t  f a r  up. I n  f a c t  I w a s  
hoping I could  p i n p o i n t  where BARKER'S chopper went down. 
W e  were f u r t h e r  w e s t ,  on t h i s  s i d e  ove r  h e r e ,  by t h e  r i v e r  
over  h e r e ,  and o u r  CP was on t h e  h i l l  a long  t h e  road h e r e ,  
sou th  of t h e  r o a d ,  Highway 521. I c a n ' t  s e e  t h e  h i l l  on h e r e .  
I ' d  s ay  o u r  CP was a long  t h e  road i n  t h i s  a r e a ,  someplace 
sou th  of t h e  road on t h e  h i l l .  I c a n ' t  s e e  t h e  h i l l .  

Q 0 Is t h a t  t h e  h i l l  about  a  k i l o m e t e r  e a s t  of t h e  
c i t a d e l ,  y o u ' l l  n o t i c e  t h e  l i t t l e  k n o l l  s t i c k i n g  up t h e r e ,  
t o  t h e  e a s t  of  t h e  c i t a d e l  up a long  Highway 521 t o  t h e  s o u t h .  

A. It was sou th  of  t h e  road .  Our CP would have been 
on I b e l i e v e  H i l l  1 0 ,  and we were working up t h i s  way wi th  
t h e  RF/PF f o r c e s  t o  ou r  e a s t ,  up i n  t h e  woodland t o  .our e a s t .  
When t h e  chopper went down we were s i t t i n g  up on H i l l  1 0 .  

Q.  And t h e  o b j e c t i v e  of  t h e  RF and t h e  PF was t h e  
v i l l a g e  of  My L a i  ( 4 ) ?  

A. No, sir .  I t  was i n  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  a r e a  r i g h t  
about t h e r e .  

Q W e l l ,  t h a t  i s  t h e  v i l l a g e  o f  My L a i  ( 4 )  r i g h t
t h e r e .  

A. It  w a s  r i g h t  up i n  t h e  woodl ine ,  t h e  f o r c e s  were 
going r i g h t  i n t o  t h e  woodland r i g h t  up through h e r e  ( i n d i c a t i n g ) .  

Q . What day was it t h a t  t h e y  f i n a l l y  reached t h e  
a r e a  up around t h e  v i l l a g e  of My L a i  ( 4 ) ?  

A .  W e l l  a c t u a l l y  we neve r  d i d  go i n t o ,  s t o p  i n  t h e r e ,  
because d u r i n g  t h e  morning p e r i o d  t h i n g s  were a l i t t l e  slow. 
My Jake s a i d  h e  was going up and s e e  how t h e  ~ r n e r i c a lf o r c e s  
were p o s i t i o n e d ,  and I gave him an okay and he  went up toward 
t h e  America1 f o r c e s  who were forming a b lock ing  f o r c e  t o  t h e  
n o r t h  of  t h e  r i v e r .  About a h a l f  hour  l a t e r  Major HACKING 
was h i t  by t h e  i n t e r p r e t e r  who immediately h i t  me. He saw a 
p l ane  going down. I took o u t  my compass and s h o t  an azimuth 
t o  t h e  p o s i t i o n  where t h e  chopper was d i s a p p e a r i n g  ove r  behind 
t h e  t r e e s .  W e  c a l l e d  f o r  t h e  J ake  t o  t a k e  a look-see ,  and 
we c o u l d n ' t  r a i s e  t h e  Jake .  

Q What a r e  you r e f e r r i n g  t o  a s  t h e  Jake?  
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A. I t ' s  t h e  0-2,  our  a i r c r a f t ,  0-2 a i r c r a f t ,  A i r  
Force p i l o t e d .  So I found o u t  l a t e r  t h a t  t h e  America1 f o r c e s  
on t h e  ground had seen  t h e  mid-air  c o l l i s i o n  and c a l l e d  back 
t o  t h e  Americal D iv i s ion .  Americal D iv i s ion  had r ad ioed  t h e  
9 t h ,  and t h a t ' s  who we had s t a r t e d  c a l l i n g  because we 
c o u l d n ' t  r a i s e  o u r  J ake .  We were going back t o  t h e  9th and 
they  t o l d  us t h e r e  had been a mid-ai r  c o l l i s i o n  o f  two a i r -
c r a f t .  

Q Which two a i r c r a f t  w e r e  t h e s e  now? 

A. I t  was Colonel  BARKER'S C&C chopper and my Jake 
42. A t  t h a t  t ime I asked t h e  Vietnamese commander i f  h e  
would be  w i l l i n g  t o  go w i t h  us through t h a t  area. H e  thought  
i t  over  a w h i l e  and s a i d ,  "Okay. " Then Major R E I D  a s  t h e  
r a d i o  o p e r a t o r ,  Major HACKING a s  t h e  p o i n t ,  I behind Major 
HACKING, and t h e  Vietnamese command element  took o f f  on t h e  
azimuth toward t h e  p o i n t  where t h e  chopper was s e e n  t o  go 
down. A t  t h a t  t i m e  I a l s o  c a l l e d  Major FORD who w a s  w i t h  t h e  
Vietnamese f o r c e s  on t h e  ground, t o l d  him what had happened, 
and t o l d  him t o  converge on t h a t  p o i n t  and p rov ide  us  cover  
from t h e  r i g h t  f l a n k .  He was w e l l  i n  f r o n t  of us a t  t h e  
t i m e .  He was up i n  t h i s  a r e a ,  s h o r t  of My L a i  ( 4 )  , and I 
t o l d  him t o  swing l e f t  and head toward t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  co-
o r d i n a t e .  I e s t i m a t e d  it t o  be a t  about  2 , 5 0 0  meters  . 
H e  was t o  b reak  a l l  c o n t a c t  and move toward t h e  t w o  a i r -
c r a f t ,  s o  be ing  a sma l l  e l emen t ,  we soon over took  them on 
t h e  f l ank .  We went by them on t h e  f l a n k  and g o t  t o  t h e  
r i v e r .  I could  s e e  w e  h i t  r i g h t  between t h e  two a i r c r a f t .  
I could  look o f f  t o  my r i g h t ,  I saw t h e  chopper down i n  t h e  
woodline. B y  t h a t  t ime Americal choppers w e r e  c i r c l i n g  
t h e i r  downed chopper. Off t o  my l e f t  I saw t h e  0-2 nose  
down i n  t h e  r i v e r .  So I d i d n ' t  go ove r  t o  t h e  Americal  chop-
p e r  because they  had people  coming i n .  We swerved and went 
over  t o  o u r  a i r c r a f t  and secu red  t h e  s i t e ,  s t a y e d  t h e r e  un-
til Americal dropped a p l a t o o n  i n ,  b rought  a p l a toon  i n .  
Then when my chopper came i n  and p icked  us up. We had t h e  
f o r c e s ,  Vietnamese f o r c e s ,  Major FORD'S f o r c e s ,  h o l d  u n t i l  
such t ime t h a t  e v e r y t h i n g  was s e c u r e .  Then t h e y  p u l l e d  back 
and came back i n t o  Quang Ngai. Otherwise t h e  o p e r a t i o n  d i d  
n o t  g,o a s  it had been planned.  We came back i n t o  Quang Ngai 
C i t y ,  and t h e  f o r c e s  came back i n t o  Quang Ngai City. 

Q Were t h e r e  any s u r v i v o r s  of t h e  a i r p l a n e  c r a s h e s ?  

1 4  
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A .  No, s i r ,  from what I could s e e  i n  t h e  p l a n e ,  t h e  
motor,  t h e  0-2 had t h e  motor i n  t h e  back of  t h e  p i l o t .  I t  
had broken l o o s e  and h!.t t h e  p i l o t  and he  was way down. W e  
t r i e d  t o  move p a r t s  of t h e  a i r c r a f t .  W e  w e r e  a little nervous 
about moving it t o o  much because t h e  guns were h o t .  I ' m  
s u r e  t h e  guns were h o t .  You could see t h e  blood oozing up 
ou t  of t h e  w a t e r ,  bu t  we could n o t  g e t  t o  him. From what 
I hea rd  from t h e  A i r  Force peop le ,  t h e  people  who came i n  t o  
move t h e  a i r c r a f t ,  it took them ano the r  day o r  2 b e f o r e  t h e y  
go t  t h e  a i r c r a f t  o u t  of t h e r e .  

Q Do you r e c a l l  t h e  Vietnamese r e p o r t  on t h i s  oper-
a t i o n ?  

A. No, s i r .  

Q. R e s u l t s ?  

A .  No, s i r .  I d i d  nck read t i le  Vietnantese r e p o r t  on 
it. I do know t h e  Vietnamese l i e u t e n a n t  c o l o n e l  r ece ived  a 
Commendation Medal w i t h  a V a s  a r e s u l t  o f  t h e  o p e r a t i o n .  I 
s a i d  t h a t  because I p u t  him i n  f o r  i t ,  because h e  d i d n ' t  have 
t o  go wi th  us .  A t  one t ime I f e l t  he  w a s n ' t  go ing ,  and 
whether he went o r  n o t  t h e r e  would have been 3 of  us going,  
L~L L L Z ~woiild have been Pk jo r s  IIACXING, FGEG, and I. Kid I 

know w e  were going through an a r e a  t h a t  we had  been t r y i n g  
t o  get t r o o p s  i n t o  f o r  eons and it w a s  k ind  o f  touch and go 
s i t u a t i o n .  I recommended t h e  Bronze S t a r ,  b u t  it was knocked 
down t o  t h e  Commendation Medal. 

Q W e  have some i n d i c a t i o n s ,  Colonel  GREEN, t h a t  t h e  
RF/PF r e p o r t ,  o r  t h e  s e c t o r  r e p o r t ,  i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  t hey  .cap-
t u r e d  3 PWs, a l s o  they  had about  20  d e t q i n e e s ,  i n d i v i d -
u a l s  t h a t  had come o u t  of t h e  v i l l a g e  and th.ey a l s o  r e p o r t e d  
k i l l i n g  20 VC and c a p t u r i n g  I b e l i e v e  8 weapons. 

A. Now, i n  t h a t  I would sa.y t h e y  might have had one 
o r  two k i l l s ,  i n  t h e  movement toward t h e  a i r p l a n e  c r a s h  s i te .  
There w a s  some f i r e  going o f f  t o  o u r  r i g h t  r e a r .  A s  I s a i d ,  
w e  had bypassed t h e  preponderance o f  f o r c e s  on o u r  r i g h t .  I 
remember when we were s i t t i n g  around t h e  a i r c r a f t ,  t h e r e ' s  a 
l i t t l e  hamlet  j u s t  on t h e  w a t e r ' s  edge.  

9 D i d  you go c l e a r  up t o  t h e  Diem Diem River  o r  up--
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. A .  ( In te rpos ing)  Across it. Our a i r c r a f t  was on t h e  
o t h e r  s i d e  of it, s o  was BARKER'S chopper. I t  was on t h e  f a r  
s i d e  of t h e  r i v e r .  Now I remember t h a t  because I c a n ' t  s w i m .  
So I took Major H A C K I N G ' S  M-79, h i s  ammo and e v e r y t l i n g  from 
him and l e t  him go f i r s t .  I t o l d  h i m  when h i s  head d isappears  
I would slpw up. I was a l i t t l e  t a l l e r  than he w a s ,  bu t  h i s  
head never disappeared,  s o  we went t h e  e n t i r e  rou te .  When 
we were t h e r e  a t  t h e  crash  s i t e ,  I heard some f i r i n g  from my 
r e a r ,  because I had t o  caut ion  t h e  America1 boys. They were 
ready t o  s t a r t  f i r i n g  back i n t o  t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  a r e a  and I 
cautioned them no t  t o  f i r e  because I had t roops  back i n  
t h e r e .  Now t h e r e  w a s ,  I would n o t  deny, a p o s s i b l e  2 o r  
3 k i l l s  i n  t h a t  movement forward but  as  f a r  as d e t a i n e e s ,  
20 de ta inees ,  I never  saw t h e  de ta inees .  

& Did you ever  see  any i n t e r r o g a t i o n  r e p o r t s  of t h e  
t h r e e  i n d i v i d u a l s  t h a t  they had captured? 

A. No, sir.  I d id  n o t .  

Q We were informed t h a t  t h e  purpose of t h i s  opera t ion  
was based upon t h e  d i r e c t i v e  which Colonel K H I E N  had rece ived  
from Colonel TOAP.7 t o  i n v e s t i g a t e  t h e  My Lai s i t u a t i o n  and t o  
r e p o r t .  This is t h e  reason I ' m  asking i f  you were aware of 
t h e  purpose of t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  opera t ion?  

A. I wouldn ' t  have s a i d  t h a t  t h a t  would be ,  Colonel 
KEIEN w z s  n c t  t h e r e .  I was with t h e  s e n i o r  ranking z f f i c e r  
a t  a l l  t imes.  The Vietnamese o f f i c e r  on s i t e ,  and he i s  one 
t h a t  spoke p r e t t y  good English.  We t a l k e d  t o g e t h e r  q u i t e  a 
b i t  s i t t i n g  on those  h i l l s .  This  was never mentioned. I f  
t h e r e  was going t o  be anybody i n v e s t i g a t i n g  I d o n ' t  know who 
was going t o  do t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i n g  because they  weren ' t  with 
us.  

Q Were you aware, a t  any t ime,  of  any VC propaganda 
which may have been d i r e c t e d  a t  t h e  U . S .  ope ra t ion  i n  t h a t  a rea ,  
about t h e  middle of March? 

A. No, sir.  

Q I have he re  an Exhibi t  R-1 ,  and it has as  one of 
i t s  i n c l o s u r e s  a p iece  of VC propaganda which was known t o  
e x i s t  along about t h e  l a t t e r  p a r t  of March o r  t h e  f i r s t  p a r t  
of Apr i l  1968. 
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A .  No, s i r ,  I haven ' t  seen t h i s  be fo re .  

Q. The f i r s t  page, as  you w i l l  n o t i c e ,  is  addressed 
t o  t h e  Vietnamese s o l d i e r s ,  b u t  i t ' s  r a t h e r  innocuous, b u t  
t h e  t o p  of t h e  second page, and p a r t i c u l a r l y  t h e  second para-
graph, it does come down t o  s p e c i f i c s ?  

A .  No, sir.  A s  I s a i d ,  i f  something such as  t h i s ,  
t h e r e  w a s  never  a  k i l l ,  even when t h e  America1 conducted 
an opera t ion  we would g e t  t h e  information through our  oper-
a t i o n s  channels.  W e  could feed i n  t h e  information a t  our 
d a i l y  s t a f f  b r i e f i n g s  and i f  anything l i k e  t h i s ,  and I s a t  
a t ,  I d o n ' t  t h ink  I missed one s t a f f  b r i e f i n g .  Many of  t h e  
s t a f f  b r i e f i n g s  when Colonel G U I N N  was p r e s e n t  I would s i t  
i n  on t h e  s t a f f  b r i e f i n g s  with t h e  2d ARVN Divis ion with t h e  
advisory team t h e r e ,  Colonel ULSAKER. I would s i t  i n  h i s  
s t a f f  meetings. So between t h e  two, anything jumping ou t  of 
t h e  ord inary  l i k e  t h a t  would have s tuck  wi th  me. I never 
heard anything l i k e  t h a t .  

Q I have he re  a n o t i c e  i s sued  by t h e  Quang Ngai 
L ibe ra t ion  Fron t  Committee da ted  28  March 1968 which has 
been e n t e r e d  i n t o  t h e  record as  Exh ib i t  M - 3 5 .  I would ask 
i f  t h i s  was eve r  c a l l e d  t o  your a t t e n t i o n  of i f  you were aware 
of an information of t h i s  na tu re?  

A. No, s i r ,  and i t ' s  p r e t t y  d i f f e r e n t .  I f  t h i s ,  such 
as  t h e  o t h e r  e x h i b i t s ,  now i n  th ink ing  back i f  it had come 
i n t o  t h e  headquar ters ,  one way o r  another ,  I would have seen 
it. I c o n t r o l l e d  the s a f e  where everyth ing  was locked, myself 
and my se rgean t .  I 'm no t  a  peeper ,  bu t  M r .  MAY would be  
away f o r  extended periods of  t ime. I would sc reen  h i s  in-box 
t o  s e e  i f  anything was dying on t h e  v ine  i n  h i s  box. I would 
screen  Colonel G U I N N 1 s  box, n o t  peeping because h e ' d  know, 
I ' d  j u s t  walk i n  t h e r e  and s t a r t  looking through from top  t o  
bottom. One way o r  another  i f  it came i n t o  t h e  headquar ters  
I would say chances a r e  very good I would have seen it, in-
c luding  t h i s  i f  it came i n t o  t h e  headquar ters .  

Q Let  the record  i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  Colonel GREEN i n d i -
ca ted  t h a t  he had seen n e i t h e r  of t h e  i tems of propaganda 
t h a t  a r e  included as an inc losure  t o  R-1 or  t h a t  i s  included 
i n  M-35. 

I h a v ~here  a memorandum dated  20 June 1 9 6 8  from 
t h e  s e n i o r  adv i so r  of Advisory Team Number 2 ,  APO 9 6 2 6 0 ,  t o  
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COMUSMACV a t t e n t i o n  MACAG-PD, APO 9 6 2 2 2 ,  I would l i k e  t o  have 
t h i s  e n t e r e d  i n t o  t h e  r e c o r d  and marked as e x h i b i t .  

RCDR: This  w i l l  be e n t e r e d  and marked as M-39. 

(The document admi t ted  as E x h i b i t  M-39 i s  a copy 
of a recommendation f o r  award of t h e  Bronze S t a r  t o  MAJ Nguyen 
Dinh HOAI which w a s  p r epa red  f o r  s i g n a t u r e  by COL GREEN.) 

- 10:  Colonel  GREEN,' I show you t h i s  document and ask 
i f  you are f a m i l i a r  wi th  t h e  c o n t e n t s  of  t h i s  paper?  

A. Y e s ,  sir. I wrote t h i s ,  I typed it i n  f a c t  from--
i t ' s  Major H O A I ,  t h a t ' s  t h e  Vietnamese o f f i c e r .  

Q. How do you pronounce it? 

.5 A. HOAI  .. 
Q. How do you s p e l l  i t ?  

A. H-0-A-I. 

Q- H-0-A-I , H O A I .  

A. HOAI , pronounced l i k e  "why. " 

A. What w a s  t h e  d a t e  aga in  of t h e  i n c i d e n t  o f  My 
L a i ?  

Q =  1 3  June.  

A. June.  

Q Colonel  GREEN, you have i n d i c a t e d  t o  us t h a t  you 
had no knowledge t h a t  any th ing  t r a n s p i r e d  i n  t h e  area of 
Son My on 1 6  March 1 9 6 8 .  

N O ,  s i r .  

Q J u s t  i n  r e f l e c t i n g  back now, do you reca l l  any-
t h i n g  a t  a11 which may have aroused your  s u s p i c i o n  o r  caused 
you t o  wonder i f  any th ing  had t a k e n  p l a c e  t h e r e ?  

A. Nothing,  s i r ,  and I say t h a t  w i t h  long  cons idera -
t i o n  because when t h i s  My Lai  i n c i d e n t  f i r s t  w a s  known t o  
t h e  newspapers I thought  back and I thought  and though t  and 
thought  and I c o u l d n ' t  t h i n k  of  any th ing  t h a t  would have 
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was a t i m e  Colonel  GAVIN w a s n ' t  t h e r e .  T h i s  was a f t e r ,  w e l l  
a f t e r  T e t .  I used t o  go up and work wi th  them on t h e  hamlet  
e v a l u a t i o n  r e p o r t  which was something new about t h a t  t i m e  
frame, and "Rod" would always have t r o u b l e .  That's ano the r  
way I probably would have p icked  up anyth ing .  I f  t h e y  had 
l i s t e d  k i l l s  and t h e  s e c u r i t y  of a r e a s  and had an e v a l u a t i o n  
r e p o r t  gone i n  I might have p icked  up something,  but t h e r e  
was no th ing  even i n  t h a t .  I would t a l k  t o  RODRIGUEZ; I t a l k -
ed  t o  him. A l o t  of  t i m e s  I could run up t o  h i s  d i s t r i c t  
headqua r t e r s  and be  t h e r e  i n  about  15 minutes .  

Q Did h e  f r e q u e n t l y  come ove r  t h e r e ,  to Quang Ngai 
C i t y ?  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q- Back and f o r t h  between t h e  two? 

A. They p icked  up t h e i r  r a t i o n s  o u t  of t h e  m e s s  
t h e r e  on t h e  compound. They would come i n  f o r  PX, t hey  
would come i n  f o r  t h e  movie, s o  i t ' s  j u s t  l i k e - -

Q ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  W e l l ,  i f  h e  were going t o  pre-
p a r e  something o f  t h i s  so r t ,  which you w i l l  s e e  i s  a state-
ment i n  r e f e r e n c e  t o  t h e  l e t t e r  d a t e d  11 A p r i l  1 9 6 8  from 
t h e  Son Tinh D i s t r i c t  c h i e f  t o  Quang Ngai Province  chief, 
wi th  whom would you expec t  him t o  work i n  p u t t i n g  such a 
s t a t e n e n t  together?  Xscogni z i c g  t h s t  t h e  11 A p r i l  lstter 
would be  t h e  l e t t e r ,  t h e  s t a t e m e n t  i s  1 4  A p r i l .  You w i l l  
n o t i c e  i n  t h e  f i r s t  paragraph of  t h e  s t a t e m e n t  it r e f e r s  
t o  a l e t t e r  o f  11 A p r i l  from t h e  d i s t r i c t  c h i e f  t o  t h e  
prov ince  c h i e f .  Now, i f  Capta in  RODRIGUEZ were p r e p a r i n g  
such a s t a t e m e n t ,  r e f e r r i n g  t o  a l e t t e r  i n  Vietnamese, 
w i t h  whom would you expec t  him t o  work, upon whom might  
he c a l l ,  who would b e  a v a i l a b l e  t o  him i n  o r d e r  to g e t  
such a s t a t e m e n t  a s  t h i s  t o g e t h e r ?  

A. W e l l ,  he would b e  working wi th  t h e  Vietnamese 
d i s t r i c t  c h i e f  t h e r e  and t h e  personnne l  were co- loca ted  
r i g h t  on t o p  of  t h e  h i l l .  

a- That  would be  L ieu tenan t  TAN a t  t h e  t ime? 

A. Now t h a t  you, I ' m  looking  a t  t h i s  s t a t e m e n t ,  I 
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MR 	MACCRATE: Could he  a l s o  w r i t e  we l l ?  

A. He could w r i t e  w e l l ,  I th ink  he could w r i t e  
very we l l .  This  i s  n o t  Captain RODRIGUEZ'S w r i t i n g .  

10: H e  d i d  s i g n  i t ,  though? 

A .  He s igned it, but  mentioning h e l p ,  somebody 
helped him. 

MR MACCRATE: Any o t h e r  i n d i v i d u a l s  t h a t  you might t h i n k  
of t h a t  might have helped him ou t  with something l i k e  
t h i s ?  

A. No, I t h i n k  i n  t h e  absence of Colonel GAVIN, 
when Colonel GAVIN was away from t h a t  h i l l  we depended 
on t h a t  l i e u t e n a n t  t o  run t h e  h i l l .  (The e x h i b i t  they 
were r e f e r r i n g  t o  was Exh ib i t  M-30.)  

10 ;  Colonel GREEN, you have been very h e l p f u l  h e r e ,  
and I know we ' re  t r y i n g  t o  t a k e  you back a p e r i o d  of 2 0  
t o  2 1  months, and it is hard t o  put  a l l  back d a t a  to -  
ge ther .  But based upon our d i scuss ion  here t h i s  morn-
ing  i f  you should have anything come t o  mind which i n  
your judgment would be h e l p f u l  i n  our inqu i ry  we'd l i k e  
f o r  you t o  g e t  i n  touch with t h i s  o f f i c e  s o  we can have 
t h e  b e n e f i t  of any a d d i t i o n a l  information you may have. 

? 	 Iil thlt s a i i ~sei lse ,  i f  yoh can Lilfi-ik ~f aiiy docu~en t, any 
photographs, maps, o r  o t h e r  ma te r i a l s  t h a t  might be of 
a s s i s t a n c e  t o  us we'd l i k e  t o  know about t h o s e ,  too.  

A. I ' d  l i k e  t o  ask ,  j u s t  mention one o t h e r  th ing .  
There was a time when M r .  BURIZE was p r e s e n t ,  and t h a t  I s  

t h e  time t h a t  STVEARENGEN had come i n .  M r .  BURKE was 
t h e r e .  M r .  BURKE s t a r t s  on something he could r e a l l y  

. 	 g e t  r e s u l t s .  The province ch ie f  and M r .  BURKE and my- 
s e l f  went ou t  i n t o  an a r e a  ou t  he re  by v e h i c l e  one 
day. I c o u l d n ' t  understand why t h e  province ch ie f  and 
M r .  BURKE were t o  be out  t h e r e  while  we were drawing f i r e  
from a11 around here .  There was supposed t o  be VC on 
t h i s  h i l l .  

MR 	 MACCRATE: H i l l  85? 
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A. H i l l  85 ,  and Major FORD was t h e r e  w i t h  an RF/PF
element.  They were o p e r a t i n g  i n  f r o n t  of  us.  In f a c t ,  t h e y  
were s h o o t i n g  a l l  around us  w h i l e  w e  w e r e  s t a n d i n g  t h e r e .  
The province  c h i e f  had a group of c i v i l i a n s  on t h e  s i d e  of 
t h e  road and he  had h i s  i n t e l l i g e n c e  o f f i c e r  w i th  him. They 
must have t a l k e d  b a r r i n g  b u l l e t s ,  and i n  a l l  t hey  must have 
s tood  t h e r e  and t a l k e d  a s o l i d  15  o r  20 minutes .  What it 
was about ,  I d o n ' t  know. 

I0 : When d i d  t h i s  happen? 

A .  Thi s  was,  I would s a y ,  a f t e r  t h e  format ion of t h e  
RF/PF t e a m s  because Major FORD was t h e r e .  I w a s  pushing him 
t o  h u r r y  up and g e t  o u t  of t h e r e  b e f o r e  t h e y  s t a r t e d  r e g i s t e r -
i n g  mor ta rs  i n  t h e r e  on us and I d i d .  No sooner  t han  we go t  
o u t  of  t h e r e  t hey  d i d  s t a r t  f i r i n g  mor ta rs  r i g h t  i n  t h e r e  
where w e  were s t and ing .  So it w a s  something impor tan t  enough 
f o r  t h e  prov ince  c h i e f  t o  s t a n d  i n  t h e r e  and do t h i s  t a l k i n g  
t o  t h e  c i v i l i a n s  around t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  a r e a .  What t h e  con-
v e r s a t i o n  was about  I d o n ' t  know, b u t  it was somethinq t h a t  
t h e  prov ince  c h i e f  d i d  n o t .  normally do,  i s  t o  go i n t o - a  ho t  
a r e a  and s t a n d  t h e r e  and t a l k  t o  t h o s e  c i v i l i a n s  f o r  t h a t  
pe r iod  of t ime.  M r .  BURKE was wi th  us a l s o .  H e  might know 
what t h e  purpose was, I d o n ' t .  

Q Was t h i s  be fo re  o r  a f t e r  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  of  11 t o  
1 3  June? 

A. T h i s  was b e f o r e  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  o f  11 t o  1 3  June .  
I t  was p r i o r  t o  t h a t  t ime ,  I'm s u r e .  The reason  it s t i c k s  
o u t  i n  nly mind i s  because t h e  a r e a  was h o t ,  and it was some-
t h i n g  t h e  prov ince  c h i e f  d i d  n o t  normally do,  i s  t o  go i n  
there. They were popping rounds a l l  around o u r  f e e t ,  and h e  
was s t a n d i n g  t h e r e .  I w a s  g e t t i n g  nervous t r y i n g  t o  g e t  him 
o u t  of t h e r e .  H e  was s t a n d i n g  t h e r e  t a l k i n g ,  and it w a s  a 
group o f  t h e  c i v i l i a n s  s t a n d i n g  t h e r e .  

MR M74CCRATE: What p o s i t i o n  d i d  M r .  BURKE occupy a t  t h a t  
t ime? 

A. H e  r e l i e v e d  M r .  MAY. H e  was t h e  prov ince  s e n i o r  
adv i so r .  I t h i n k  M r .  MAY l e f t  i n  May. 
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Q 20 May 1968. 

A .  Because we had t o  read and endorse a l l  the--he was 
l eav ing  about t h e  same t ime ,  he and Colonel G U I N N  were leav-
i n g  about t h e  same t ime.  Colonel G U I N N  had r a t e d  a l l  s i x  of 
t h e  d i s t r i c t  c h i e f s ,  d i s t r i c t  s e n i o r  a d v i s o r s ,  and M r .  MAY had 
endorsed them. I n  f a c t  I had him s i g n  them as he  was walking 
out  of h i s  door. 

10: Colonel G U I N N  l e f t  sometime around t h e  e a r l y  p a r t  
of June. 

A .  Yes, s i r .  

Q- E i t h e r  l a t e  May o r  e a r l y  June. 

A. Well, t hen  I would f i x  t h e  t ime ,  it could have 
been a f t e r  t h e  1 5 t h ,  it was then  a f t e r  t h e  15th  of June nl 
t h a t  t h i s  i n c i d e n t  with M r .  MAY and t h e  province ch ie f  0 
took p lace .  I t  was a f t e r  t h a t  opera t ion .  c7 

MR MACCRATE: Why do you f i x  it a s  being a f t e r ?  L-J 

? Ir Q  

A. Because t h e r e  was a l a p s e ,  a pe r iod  of t i m e  i n  
t h e r e  before  M r .  BURKE came on deck a f t e r  M r .  MAY l e f t .  I ' d  
say maybe a couple of weeks when M r .  BURKE came on deck. 
Then t h e r e  was a l s o  a l a p s e  pe r iod  of time between t h e  time 
CcLcnel GZI>?N left and t h e  time Colonel  SWEAEENGEN rame so it 
would have been a f t e r  t h i s  d a t e ,  I ' l l  s t a n d  c o r r e c t e d ,  from 
t h a t  day on I never saw a frown on t h e  province c h i e f s  f a c e ,  
f o r  some reason. 

10: Were you f a m i l i a r  with any p lans  t o  develop a 
Son My V i l l a g e  o r  Son My model hamlet? 

A. Yes, s i r .  W e  had about two o r  t h r e e  of those  w e  
were th ink ing  o f .  L e t ' s  s e e ,  t h a t  was t h e  one south o f ,  was 
i.t Mo Duc o r  Duc Pho, e a s t  of t h e  highway, y e s ,  s ir .  

Q I ' m  t a l k i n g  about Son My now. I ' m  not  t ak ing  
about Mo Duc o r  Duc Pho. I ' m  t a l k i n g  about Son My. 

A, I ' m  t r y i n g  t o  g e t  t h e  l o c a t i o n  of Son My, I was 
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t r y i n g  t o  g e t  t h e  l o c a t i o n ,  I mean n o t  i n  h e r e  t h e r e  
was no model hamlet  t o  be devel-oped, n o ,  s ir .  We were 
d i s c u s s i n g  deve lp ing  model hamlets sou th  of  Quang Ngai 
b u t  no th ing  i n  Son My. 

Q. Any a d d i t i o n a l  i n fo rma t ion  you may have we'd 
l i k e  t o  have it, Colonel G R E E N ,  and t h i s  has  been help-
f u l  t o  us .  I f  you have any q u e s t i o n s  you 'd  l i k e  t o  ask 
o r  any th ing  a d d i t i o n a l  you 'd  l i k e  t o  e n t e r  i n t o  t h e  r e -
cord.  

A .  N O ,  sir. 

10: Th i s  h e a r i n g  w i l l  r e c e s s  a t  t h i s  t i m e .  

(The h e a r i n g  r e c e s s e d  a t  1230 h o u r s ,  1 4  
January 1 970 .  ) 
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SUMMARY OF TESTIMONY 

WITNESS: GRUBAUGHy William R. 

DATE OF TESTIMONY: 28 January  1970 

PLACE O F  TESTIMONY: Pentagon 

WITNESS SUSPECTED OF: N/A 

COUNSEL: None 

DUTY ASSIGNMENT ON 1 6  MARCH 1968: Deputy Sen io r  Province 
Advisor f o r  Revolut ionary Development o f  Quang Ngai 
Province from December 1 9 6 7  u n t i l  J u l y  o f  1968. 

1. KNOWLEDGE OF THE OPERATION. 

GRUBAUGH was f a m i l i a r  w i t h  t h e  A0 ex tens ion  f o r  t h e  
My L a i  o p e r a t i o n  (pg. 5 )  . The enemy was very  a c t i v e  i n  t h e  
Son M y  a r e a  a t  t h e  time it occur red  (pg. 6 ) .  Although he 
remembered t h e  o p e r a t i o n ,  he d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  a body count 
a s  h i g h  a s  120 (pg. 5 ) .  The w i t n e s s  heard  o f  no unusual  
even t s  o c c u r r i n g  on t h i s  o p e r a t i o n  (pg.  6 ) .  He saw no 
VC propaganda about  it (pg.  7 )  . He never  hea rd  about  a 
r e p o r t  from t h e  Son My V i l l a g e  Chief t o  t h e  Son Tinh D i s t r i c t  
Chief o r  o f  a r e p o r t  p repared  by t h e  l a t t e r  f o r  t h e  -
province  c h i e f  (pg. 8 ) .  He never  saw RODRIGUEZ'S  s t a t emen t  
( E x h i b i t  M-30) (pg. 8). He t h e o r i z e d  t h a t  such a r e p o r t  
cou ld  have been passed  a long  t o  t h e  prov ince  advisory  
a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  o f f i c e r ,  L i eu t enan t  Colonel  GREEN (pg.  1 0 ) .  
However, he knew o f  no disagreement  between L ieu tenan t  
Colonel  G U I N N  and M r .  MAY ove r  a complaint  they  had 
r ece ived  from t h e  Vietnamese (pgs . 11, 12) . The only reason 
he  could  p rov ide  f o r  n o t  h e a r i n g  anyth ing  about  t h e  i n c i d e n t  
was t h a t  h e  was involved  w i t h  c i v i l i a n  matters wh i l e  t h e  
a l l e g a t i o n s  i nvo lved  m i l i t a r y  m a t t e r s  (pg. 12)  . He saw no 
r e p o r t  from t h e  Census Grievance committee a l l e g i n g  U.S. 
a t r o c i t i e s  (pgs. 12 ,  1 3 ) .  H e  knew o f  no i n v e s t i g a t i o n  
conducted by U . S .  , GVN, o r  ARVN a u t h o r i t i e s  around t h e  
9 i d d l e  of March (pg. 13) . 

I 
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2 .  O T H E R  I N F O R M A T I O N .  

a .  S ince  t h e  i n c i d e n t  became a m a t t e r  o f  p u b l i c  
knowledge, t h e  w i t n e s s  had n o t  d i s cus sed  it w i t h  anyone 
from t h e  adv i so ry  group o r  t h e  America1 Div i s ion  (pg. 3 ) .  

b.  H i s  f u n c t i o n  was t o  s u p e r v i s e  a l l  of t h e  c i v i l i a n  
advisory  pe r sonne l  in such a c t i v i t i e s  as t h e  r e fugee  program, 
educa t ion ,  and c i v i l  o p e r a t i o n s ,  and he  adv i sed  Vietnamese 
o f f i c i a l s  (pg.  3 ) .  The w i t n e s s  was deputy t o  M r .  MAY 
on t h e  c i v i l i a n  s i d e  and L ieu tenan t  Colonel  G U I N N  was 
deputy on t h e  m i l i t a r y  s i d e  (pg. 3 ) .  GRUBAUGH w a s  a l s o  
i n  charge o f  p sycho log ica l  o p e r a t i o n s  (pg. 4 )  . 
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E X I I I B I T S  

EXHIBIT 

NUMBER D E S C R I P T I O N  NOTES PAGES 

O r g .  c h a r t ,  Q u a n g  
- Sector  

F i e t n a m e s e w o r k e d .  
I I 

1-rt, CORDS, ]chart under w h i c h  1 
10uancr Ngai he  w o r k e d .  

1-had never 
8 

seen before. 11 

HENDERSON'S R e p o r t  w i t h  T h e  w i t  never  s a w  

R- 1 i n c l o s u r e s .  t h e  VC propaganda . 


i n c l o s u r e .  
 I--
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(The hear ing  reconvened a t  1055 hours ,  28 January 
1970.) 

I0: The hear ing  w i l l  come t o  order .  

RCDR: The fol lowing named persons a r e  p resen t :  LTG 
PEERS, MR MACCRATE, COL ARMSTRONG, and MAJ LYNN. 

S i r ,  t h e  next  witness  is Lieutenant  Colonel 

William R. GRUBAUGH. 


(LTC GRUBAUGH was c a l l e d  as  a  wi tness ,  was sworn, 
and t e s t i f i e d  as follows :) 

For t h e  record w i l l  you p lease  s t a t e  your f u l l  
.name, grade,  S o c i a l  Secur i ty  number, branch of s e r v i c e ,  
o rgan iza t ion ,  and s t a t i o n ?  

A. William Robert GRUBAUGH, Lieutenant  Colonel,  

United S t a t e s  Marine Corps, , Marine Barracks,  

Naval Weapons S t a t i o n ,  Concord, Ca l i fo rn ia .  


10: Colonel GRUBAUGH, have you had an oppor tuni ty  

t o  read t h e  i n s t r u c t i o n s ?  


A. I have, sir. 

Q - Do you have any ques t ions  on them? 

A. No, sir.  

Q . On my l e f t  i s  M r .  MACCRATE who is  a c i v i l i a n  
a t to rney .  He has volunteered h i s  s e r v i c e s  t o  t h e  Secre tary  
of t h e  Army t o  a s s i s t  i n  t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  and provide l e g a l  
counsel t o  me and t o  o t h e r  members of t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  team. 
On my r i g h t  is  Colonel ARMSTRONG, an Army colonel ,  who has 
been designated by the  Off ice  of the  Chief of S t a f f  as an 
a s s i s t a n t  i n  t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  Aside from myself e i t h e r  
of these  two gentlemen may address  ques t ions  t o  you t h i s  

morning. W e  have o t h e r  groups such a s  t h i s  t h a t  a r e  t ak ing  

testimony from o t h e r  ind iv idua l s .  I of course w i l l  be 

r e spons ib le  for p u t t i n g  t h e  r e p o r t  t o g e t h e r ,  weighing the  

evidence,  and making f ind ings  and recommendations. 
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A s  a m i l i t a r y  o f f i c e r  you a r e  d i r e c t e d  n o t  t o  d i s c u s s  your 
tes t imony i n  t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  w i t h  o t h e r s ,  i n c l u d i n g  o t h e r  
w i t n e s s e s  who appear  i n  t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  excep t  i n  t h e  
performance of o f f i c i a l  du ty  o r  a s  you may be  r e q u i r e d  t o  do 
s o  b e f o r e  a competent a d m i n i s t r a t i v e ,  j u d i c i a l ,  o r  l e g i s l a -
t i v e  body. With r e s p e c t  t o  t h e  l e g i s l a t i v e  body, it i s  pos-
s i b l e  t h a t  you may b e  r eques t ed  t o  appear  b e f o r e  one of t h e  
congres s iona l  committees. More s p e c i f i c a l l y ,  it i s  more l i k e -
l y  t h a t  you would b e  c a l l e d  b e f o r e  t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  subcom-
m i t t e e  of t h e  House Armed S e r v i c e s  Committee, i n  which even t  
your  tes t imony h e r e  w i l l  i n  no way p rec lude  your  t e s t i f y i n g  
b e f o r e  such a body. Do you have any q u e s t i o n s  a t  t h i s  time? 

A. NO,  sir. 

Q. Colonel  GRUBAUGH, would you i n d i c a t e  what your 
du ty  assignment w a s  i n  South Vietnam i n  March 1968. 

rl 
A. Y e s ,  s i r ,  I was t h e  Deputy S e n i o r  Province  Ad- 07 
v i s o r  f o r  Revolut ionary Development. 

Q For RD? 

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q. Of Quang Ngai Province? 

A. Quang Ngai Province.  

0 And how long  had you been i n  t h a t  c a p a c i t y ?  

A. S ince  December 1967, s ir .  

0. And how long d i d  you remain i n  t h a t  c a p a c i t y ?  

A. U n t i l  J u l y  1968. 

0 .  J u l y  1968. A p e r i o d  o f  about 6 months, roughly? 

A. Yes, s i r .  

Q . Since  t h i s  m a t t e r  of t h e  My L a i  i n c i d e n t  became 
ma t t e r  of p u b l i c  knowledge, which took p l a c e  about  5 months 

ago, by r a d i o  and t e l e v i s i o n ,  and s o  on,  have you had any 
conve r sa t ions  w i th  anybody concerning what may have happened 
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i n  t h i s  a r e a ,  a s  we know it t h e  Son My Vi l lage  o r  t h e  Pink-
v i l l e  a rea .  

1 

A. I have, s i r ,  i n  a genera l  conversat ion.  

Q Would you mind t e l l i n g  us with whom you had your 
conversat ions;  and I ' m  r e f e r r i n g  only t o  people who were 
f a m i l i a r  with, t h e  a r e a ,  from Quang Ngai Province,  t h e  advisory 
group o r  t h e  d i s t r i c t  advisory group, o r  t h e  America1 Division? 

A. N o ,  s i r ,  with no one i n  t h a t  ca tegory ,  no one who 
I experienced whi le  i n  Quang Ngai Province.  I ' v e  had no con-
ver sa t ion  wi th  any person of t h a t  n a t u r e ,  only with people 
who know t h a t  I had been i n  Quang Ngai and s a i d ,  "Do you know 
anything about t h i s , "  and of  course a conversa t ion  i n  t h a t  
manner. 

Q- Now, you were t h e  deputy f o r  RD a c t i v i t y .  Would 
you nund i n d i c a t i n g  j u s t  e x a c t l y  what t h e  funct ion  encompassed 
and what your r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  were? 

A. Y e s ,  s i r ,  i n  genera l  I supervised  a l l  of t h e  c i v i l -
i a n  advisory personnel  i n  a l l  of our  a c t i v i t i e s ,  such as  
t h e  refugee program, educat ion ,  c i v i l  ope ra t ions ,  and advised 
t h e  corresponding Vietnamese officials i n  t hose  various a r e a s ,  
t h e  province supply and s o  on. I was deputy t o  M r .  MAY on 
t h e  c i v i l i a n  s i d e ,  and i n  t h a t  capac i ty  I a c t e d  a s  h i s  ch ie f  
of s t a f f ,  s o  t o  speak, f o r  h i s  opera t ion  i n  Revolutionary Develop-
ment. 

Q- In  t h e  same sense  t h a t  Colonel G U I N N ,  although
he was a l s o  t h e  deputy t o  M r .  MAY on the  o v e r a l l  b a s i s ,  b u t  
he w a s  a l s o  t h e  a s s i s t a n t ,  h e  was you might say t h e  s e c t o r  
advisor  on t h e  m i l i t a r y  s i d e ?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r ,  f o r  RF/PF fo rces .  

Q- I have he re  a document which has been e n t e r e d  in -
t o  t h e  record  as  Exh ib i t  M-25. I ask you i f  t h i s  i s  t h e  organ-
i z a t i o n  upon which you were working? 

A. N o ,  s i r ,  I would have t o  say t h e r e  a r e  some terms 
used i n  t h i s  o r g a n i z a t i o n a l  c h a r t  which we d i d  no t  use a t  t h a t  
time. For i n s t a n c e ,  deputy f o r  p o l i t i c a l  warfare ,  we d i d  n o t  
have t h a t .  
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CZ Of course  t h i s  is t h e  Vietnamese s i d e .  

A. Oh, t h e  Vietnamese channel ,  I s e e .  Quang Ngai 
S e c t o r ,  I see, I ' m  s o r r y ,  s i r ,  I was t h i n k i n g  t h a t  it was t h e  
prov ince  advisory .  This  then  I would be f a m i l i a r  w i t h ,  on 
t h e  Vietnamese s i d e .  

Q O n  h e r e  would be the province  o r g a n i z a t i o n  as cam-
pared  t o  t h e  s e c t o r  o g r a n i z a t i o n  which has  been e n t e r e d  as 
M-26. Now, 1'11 show you ano the r  c h a r t  which has  been e n t e r e d  
i n t o  t h e  r e c o r d  as E x h i b i t  M-27, which I b e l i e v e  more p r o p e r l y  
d i s p l a y s  your  o r g a n i z a t i o n  and where you fit i n t o  t h e  p i c t u r e .  

A. Y e s ,  s ir ,  

Q . Is it c o r r e c t  t h a t  t h i s  i s  your  p o s i t i o n  h e r e ,  
deputy f o r  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  development? 

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q.  Were t h e s e  fo l lowing  s i x  o r  seven major f u n c t i o n s  
under you? 

A. R igh t ,  as you can see I a l s o  handled psychoBogica1 
o p e r a t i o n s  a t  t h e  same t i m e ,  which was my o r i g i n a l  job i n  t h e  
prov ince .  I w a s  o r i g i n a l l y  d e t a i l e d  f o r  it through MACV and 
then on to the j o i n t  U . S .  P l ~ b l i cA f f a i r s  O f f i c e  in Saigon. 

Q. Had you had t h a t  job b e f o r e  you became the deputy 
for r e v o l u t i o n a r y  development? 

A. Y e s ,  s i r ,  

Q . -And how long  b e f o r e  December f o r  example had you
had t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  job? 

A.  Four months, s i r ,  from August through November. 

Q And then  you took over  a s  t h e  deputy f o r  revolu-
tionary development? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q I s e e ,  f i n e .  I n  your c a p a c i t y  a s  deputy for rev-
o l u t i o n a r y  development were you aware of Task Force  Barker,  
which was organized  w i t h i n  t h e  11 th  Brigade of  t h e  America1 
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~ i v i s i o nt o  opera te  genera l ly  t o  t h e  n o r t h e a s t  of Quang Ngai 
City? 

A. Yes, s i r ,  I knew of Task Force Barker. I r e c a l l  
knowing of it, 

, Q - Were you f a m i l i a r  with t h e  approval of t h i s  A 0  
extension ( i n d i c a t i n g  on MAP-1) by t h e  2d ARVN Division and 
a l s o  by province i n t o  the  e a s t e r n  p a r t  of Son Tinh D i s t r i c t ,  
inc luding  t h e  Son My Vi l lage  a rea?  This g iv ing  t h e  A0 t o  
Task Force Barker took p lace  sometime along about the  middle 
of March? 

A. Yes, sir.  I r e c a l l  i n  one of our  morning b r i e f -
ings  by Colonel G U I N N ' s  s t a f f  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  they had chopped 
a p o r t i o n  of Son Tinh o f f  and given it t o  Task Force Barker. 

Q Do you r e c a l l  t h e  opera t ion  which took p lace  i n  
about t h e  middle of March which was reputed t o  be a highly 
success fu l  ope ra t ion  i n  which t h e  t a sk  fo rce  was repor ted  t o  
have k i l l e d  about 1 2 8  VC i n  t h e  Son My area?  

A. I r e c a l l  genera l ly  having heard of the  opera t ion .  
I do n o t  recall t h e  s p e c i f i c  f i g u r e ,  and my knowledge seems 
t o  ze tc have Seen less t h a t  t h a t  s i z e  kill. I Zon't recall 
a k i l l  of that s i z e  r epor ted  i n  the  b r i e f i n g s .  I was n o t  a l -
ways p r e s e n t  a t  a l l  the  b r i e f i n g s ,  but  I managed t o  make 90 
pe rcen t  of them. I cannot r e c a l l  a f i g u r e  of 120 o r  any f i g -
ure, but as I r e c a l l  a lower f i g u r e  would have been--

Q. ( In te rpos ing)  This wasn ' t  t h e  first time they
opera ted  t h e r e .  They had had two opera t ions .  One the  l a t t e r  
p a r t  of February w a s  reasonably success fu l ;  t h e  body count 
was somehwere i n  t h e  neighborhood of 78 o r  79. Then t h i s  
opera t ion  followed about 3 weeks l a t e r .  You were i n  Quang 
Ngai i n  t h i s  a r e a  during Tet and the  per iod immediately a f t e r  
Tet on up t o  Ju ly  and so  on. What I s  your apprec ia t ion  of 
what t h e  f r i e n d l y  and the  enemy s i t u a t i o n  was dur ing  t h i s  
period? 

A. I n  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  a r e a ,  s i r ?  

Q. Yes, and as t h i s  r e l a t e s  t o  a l l  of Son Tinh is-
t r i c t  and Quang N'gai Province f o r  t h a t  ma t t e r?  
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A. Through March it was very t i g h t  as  regards enemy 
a c t i v i t y  as it r e f e r s  t o  Revolutionary Development. I knew 
t h a t  our e f f o r t s  had been p r e t t y  we l l  wiped out  during Tet  
i n  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  a rea .  Previous t o  t h a t  we had had some 
success o u t  towards t h e  Batangan Peninsula ,  but  a s  a r e s u l t  
of  Tet we were c o n s t r i c t e d  i n t o  a much t i g h t e r  opera t ing  zone. 
Many of t h e  hamlets which we had previously considered i n  
some category of c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  were l o s t  completely. I n  
t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  a r e a  Son Tinh was one of the  hardes t  h i t .  Of 
course during Tet  they had completely come a l l  t he  way i n t o  
Son Tinh D i s t r i c t  headquar ters  and t h e  approaches t o  the  
br idges  across  the  Song Tra Khuc. I would cons ider  dur ing  
t h a t  pe r iod  enemy c o n t r o l  f a i r l y  s i g n i f i c a n t  i n  t h e  a rea .  

Q A t  l e a s t  t h e  GVN d i d n ' t  c o n t r o l  it. The enemy 
c o n t r o l l e d  i t ?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r ,  without h e s i t a t i o n  they ( t h e  GVN) 
d i d n ' t  c o n t r o l  it. 

Q - How &out the  enemy t h a t  was ou t  t h e r e ?  We've 
heard q u i t e  a b i t  about t h i s  enemy. Did t h i s  apprec ia t ion  
of the  enemy r e f l e c t  i n t o  province headquarters  as  wel l?  

A, Yes, sir. The f a c t  t h a t  they were very a c t i v e  
i n  the  a r e a  and t h a t  much of the  a c t i v i t y  t o  hamlets a c t u a l l y  
Ziii '- 'i;~ei' west,  toxards  d i s t r i c t  headquar ts rs ,  and actizln i n  
the a r e a  of d i s t r i c t  headquarters  was emanating from t h i s  
p a w t i c u l x  area .  

Q - Subsequent t o  t h e  middle of March and going on 
into Apxil a ~ dway up i n t o  May, d id  you hear  of anything o r  
s2e any xspor ts  which would i n d i c a t e  t h a t  something unusal 
may have taken p lace  i n  the  Son My, P i n k v i l l e  a r e a  a t  t h a t  
time? 


A. No, sir, I s a w  o r  heard nothing of any untoward 
o r  a.ny unusual events ,  no. 

2 How c l o s e l y  d i d  you work with Colonel G U I N N  and 
'3r. MAY on whzt might be considered semi-mil i tary ma t t e r s?  

Ti, Probably, t h e  d e f i n i t i o n  of time and p lace  as t o  
c loseness  would de f ine  it. But I was reasonably c l o s e .  I 
:*auld always t r y  t o  s t a y  ab reas t  of the  m i l i t a r y  s i t u a t i o n .  
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One of my jobs was t o ,  a t  a l l  t imes,  t o  t ake  c a r e  of a l l  t h e  
c i v i l i a n s  t h a t  were t h e r e .  I f  t h e r e  was any t h r e a t  t o  the  
p r o v i n c i a l  town of Quang Ngai then I would t ake  measures t o  
assure  t h e i r  p r o t e c t i o n  and s e c u r i t y .  So i n  t h a t  r e spec t  I 
would keep a b r e a s t  as much as poss ib le  as t o  what was going 
on, s ir ,  a t t e n d i n g  b r i e f i n g s .  Of course i f  t h e r e  were some 
imminent t h r e a t ,  Colonel G U I N N  o r  one of h i s  s t a f f  would always 
g e t  hold of me t o  b r ing  me up t o  d a t e ,  keep m e  c u r r e n t  i f  it 
was a r e c e n t  o r  c u r r e n t  happening. 

Q - Did you ever  hear  of any Vie t  Cong propaganda i n  
any form, whether it was broadcast ,  whether it came o u t  as 
l e a f l e t s ,  whether it came ou t  as  a  slogan on armbands o r  o t h e r  
forms of d i sp lay  on uniform, o r  p o s t e r s  o r  anything,  which 
would i n d i c a t e  t h a t  something unusual had taken p lace  i n  
t h a t  a rea?  

A. No, s i r ,  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  see ing  anything of t h a t  
na ture .  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  see ing  it. 

Q - I have here an e x h i b i t  which has been en te red  as  
Exhib i t  R-1,  da ted  24  A p r i l  which has an i n c l o s u r e ,  a 2-page 
p iece  .of Vie t  Cong propaganda. Actual ly  we would understand 
that t h i s  w a s  broadcast  and subsequently t r a n s c r i b e d  i n  t h i s  
O K .  With y G u r  i n t e r e s t  i n  psychological  o p s r c t i e n s ,  cven 
though you have much broader scope, I would ask i f  you had 
seen anything such as  t h i s ,  along about the  l a t e  March, e a r l y  
A p r i l  time per iod?  

A. No, s i r ,  I do no t  r e c a l l  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  docu- 
ment. The ones of  t h i s  n a t u r e ,  d i s c r e d i t i n g  American f o r c e s ,  
t h a t  I d i d  s e e  were much s h o r t e r  and I d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  nearly 
as well  prepared o r  w r i t t e n  as t h i s  seems t o  be. Generally 
they would conta in  much of the  same type of propaganda, but  
i n  a  much s h o r t e r  and much more crude form. 

Q.  Well, as I say t h i s  was publ ished i n  a  r a t h e r  odd 
form, i n  the  sense t h a t  it was broadcast  and then  t r a n s c r i b e d  
i n t o  English i n  t h i s  form. 

A, No, sir.  

Q - You a r e  n o t  f a m i l i a r  with *at? 

A. No, I am not  f a m i l i a r  with t h a t .  

{GRUBAUGII ) 7 APP T-257 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 


'2. Do you r e c a l l  any o t h e r  p iece  of propaganda which-- 

A. ( In te rpos ing)  Whenever they were r equ i red  o r  w e  
g o t  these  t h i n g s ,  they  were usual ly  brought t o  me for my ex-
amination t o  r e f e r  them t o  our PSYOPS people i n  Saigon, i f  I 
f e l t  t h a t  they were worthy, and of course t o  t h e  appropr ia t e  
i n t e l l i g e n c e  agencies  wi th in  the  province through my own chan-
n e l s .  The ones t h a t  I d i d  see  were more crude,  bu t  l e s s  spe- 
c i f i c  I 'd say. They might have c a r r i e d  t h e  same message as  
t h i s  does i n  a d i f f e r e n t  way, "The Americans a r e  b a r b a r i c  
e t c , , "  t h a t  s o r t  of th ing .  

Q. Well t h a t ' s  t h e  s o r t  of broad accusa t ion .  

A. Yes, sir, and they came -- I c a n ' t  s p e c i f i c a l l y  
say as  t o  what p a r t i c u l a r  a rea .  I remember g e t t i n g  them --
Binh Son, n o r t h  of Son Tinh, t h e  Duc Pho a r e a ,  and even i n  
the  c i t y  i t s e l f ,  Quang Ngai City.  I c a n ' t  remember a s p e c i f i c  03 
one coming from Son Tinh on a s p e c i f i c  d a t e  i s  what I'm t r y - 4 
i n g  t o  say. ('-3 

Q . Did you ever  hear  of a  r epor t  t h a t  went from t h e  -_, ,I
v i l l a g e  chief  of Son M y  Vi l lage  t o  the  D i s t r i c t  Chief of Son .-,48 

Tinh, and t h e  d i s t r i c t  ch ief  preparing another  r e p o r t  t o  t h e  
province ch ie f?  

I 

A. No, sir, I d i d  n o t  heas o r  have  no knowledge of 
such a r e p o r t ,  

-
i.!- Did you ever  see o r  hear  of a s ta tement  which was 
prepared by the  a s s i s t a n t  d i s t r i c t  advisor  a t  Son Tinh, Captain 
RODXIGUEZ, which r e l a t e s  t o  t h e  a r e a  of Son My Vi l lage?  

A, No, sir. 

Q - T u  Cung o r  Co Luy and so on? 

A, N o ,  sir, I d i d  n o t  see it. 

Q . I have he re  a s ta tement  which was prepared on 1 4  
A p r i l  1968, This i s ,  you will n o t i c e ,  a  p h o t o s t a t i c  copy 
which has been entered  a s  Exh ib i t  M-30. I t ' s  n o t  a very good 
copy, b1.1-t a t r u e  copy i s  a t t ached  t h e r e  t o  it; t h a t  I b e l i e v e  
is  much more l e g i b l e .  

A. No, s i r ,  I have n o t  seen t h i s .  
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Q - You had n o t  s een  t h e  l e t t e r  of  t h e  d i s t r i c t  c h i e f  
t o  t h e  p rov ince  c h i e f ,  a copy of which w a s  a l s o  s e n t  t o  MACV, 
Quang Ngai S e c t o r ?  

A. N o ,  sir. I have n o t  s een  it. 

MR MACCRATE: I unders tood you t o  s a y ,  c o l o n e l ,  t h a t  you 
a t t ended  t h e  morning b r i e f i n g s  a t  Quang Ngai t h a t  were conduct-
ed by Colonel  GUINN? 

A. Y e s ,  sir, a s  o f t e n  a s  p o s s i b l e .  On occas ion  I 
would have t o .  be  o u t  e a r l y  on one p r o j e c t  o r  a n o t h e r ,  b u t  90 
p e r c e n t  of  t h e  t i m e  I would be t h e r e .  

Q Did you from t i m e  t o  t i m e  v i s i t  Son Tinh D i s t r i c t  
headqua r t e r s?  

A .  Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q And when you went t h e r e ,  where would you go? 
Would you go up on t h e  h i l l  o r  down t o  t h e  o f f i c e  on Highway l ?  

A. Both p l a c e s ,  depending upon my reason  f o r  be ing  
t h e r e .  I d i d  n o t  go t o  t h e  p l a c e  on t h e  h i l l  more t han  t w i c e ,  
maybe t h r e e  t i m e s ,  t h a t  I can r e c a l l  t h a t  I had been t h e r e .  

Q On t h e  adv i so ry  team s i d e ,  your  p r i n c i p a l  con-
t a c t s  t h e r e  would have been w i t h  M r .  SITTIG? 

A. Y e s ,  B i l l  SITTIG. 

Q. Rather  t han  wi th  Major GAVIN o r  Capta in  RODRIGUEZ? -

A. Yes, except  t h a t  I d i d ,  a s  a m a t t e r  &f cou r se ,  
s t o p  a t  t h e i r  headqua r t e r s  on occas ion .  For  what s p e c i f i c  
purpose I cannot  r e c a l l  a t  t h i s  t i m e .  

Q. Well,  i n  t h e  documents t h a t  you have j u s t  examined 
you see t h a t  t h e r e  was a complaint  passed  from t h e  d i s t r i c t  
c h i e f ,  Son Tinh D i s t r i c t  t o  t h e  p rov ince  c h i e f .  And a copy 
of t h i s  complaint  came i n t o  t h e  hands of Quang Ngai S e c t o r .  
From your knowledge of  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  of  t h e  adv i so ry  team, how 
would you expec t  t h a t  such a complaint  r ece ived  by Colonel  
K H I E N  and r ece ived  s imul taneous ly ,  o r  a copy of it presumably 
r ece ived  s imul taneous ly  by M r .  MAY and Colonel  G U I N N ,  o r  by 
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t h e i r  o f f i c e ,  would be processed? Who were t h e  ind iv idua l s  
i n  t h e  o f f i c e  a s  you r e c a l l  a t  t h a t  time who would rece ive  
such a paper? 

A,  A r e p o r t  coming from Captain RODRIGUEZ o r  Major 
G N I N  would come probably t o  t h e  OPS o f f i c e r .  

Q - Well now a c t u a l l y ,  t h i s  o r i g i n a t e d  wi th  Lieutenant  
TAN, who was t h e  d i s t r i c t  c h i e f .  

A. It would go d i r e c t  t o  Colonel K H I E N .  

Q Yes, bu t  then a copy of it i n  Vietnamese w a s  
d i r e c t e d  t o  MACV, Quang Ngai Sec tor  which would presumably be 
M r .  MAY o r  Colonel G U I N N .  

A. Yes. Who would i n  t h e  normal course of even t s  
handle it. 

Q - Yes, as  t h a t  o f f i c e  opera ted  a t  the  time. 

A. This is  one of those  a reas  t h a t  it would be hard -
- 1 

t o  pin down, because t h e  s e t  mat te r  i n  which any document . '4 
would be handled I could never t e l l  from day t o  day as  a mat-
t e r  of f a c t .  A document of t h a t  na tu re ,  coming n o t  through 
a normal chain ,  I would say -- may I ask a ques t ion?  Was 
it de l ive red  d i r e c t l y  from Lieutenant  TAN o r  through h i s  
auspices  t o  t h e  o f f i c e  of P4r. MAY? 

Q . We a r e  n o t  e n t i r e l y  c l e a r  on t h a t  and we a r e  j u s t
t r y i n g  t o  follow t h e  a l t e r n a t i v e  courses .  

A,  Whoever de l ive red  it may have walked i n  and i f  he 
walked i n ,  why t h e  -- I ' m  t r y i n g  t o  t h i n k  of t h e  admin o f f i -
c e r  who was t h e r e .  It  was a l i e u t e n a n t  co lonel  a t  t h e  t ime, 
I b e l i e v e ,  I c a n ' t  remember h i s  name. 

A. GREEN. Colonel GREEN would be s i t t i n g  t h e r e .  He 
may have w e l l  have handled it t o  Colonel GREEN who would have 
given it t o  t h e  major who was t h e  OPS o f f i c e r  o r  brought it 
to t he  a t t e n t i o n  of Colonel G U I N N  himself ,  o r  had it t rans -
l a t e d .  I ' m  su re  t h a t  it had t o  be t r a n s l a t e d  a t  some time. 
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Q - . Where would t h e  t r a n s l a t i o n  of an important paper
usual ly  be done? 

A. W e l l ,  we had a b r i e f i n g  room, Colonel G U I N N ' s  
o f f i c e ,  M r .  MAY'S o f f i c e ,  my o f f i c e ,  and then GREENS'S o f f i c e  
i n  f r o n t  of a l l  those.  They had a space where t h e  in te rp re -
t e r s  s t ayed  and t h e  OPS o f f i c e .  I imagine i n  t h e  OPS o f f i c e  
would be my guess. 

Q - It was suggested t o  us t h a t  Le TAM was t h e  i n t e r -
p r e t e r  t h a t  would handle the  important  papers coming i n ,  bu t  
we have i n t e r r o g a t e d  Le TAM, and he knows nothing about hav-
ing rece ived  such a paper. 

A. He was t h e  b e s t  of t h e  i n t e r p r e t e r s  and probably 
t h e  most t r u s t e d  by M r .  MAY and most used by him i n  a l l  of 
h i s  dea l ings .  

Q Did Colonel G U I N N  poss ib ly  r e l y  upon another  in-
t e r p r e t e r ,  do you r e c a l l ?  . . 

A ,  They had them, bu t  I would have t o  say t h a t  TAM 
was probably the  b e s t  f o r  a document t r a n s l a t i o n .  I ' d  have 
t o  say t h a t  my guess i s  t h a t  he would be i f  it was of t h a t  
length. 1 ' d  ha-ve t o  know how the docvment was marked., whether 
we could d i sce rn  t h a t  it w a s  a document of  t h a t  na tu re  j u s t  
by looking a t  it u n t i l  we s t a r t e d  g e t t i n g  the  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  
from it. I say we, t h a t ' s  as  a mat ter  of t h e  s t a f f .  I would 
not  th ink  t h a t ' s  t h e  way the  Vietnamese handled th ings  l i k e  
t h i s .  A s  a r u l e ,  they would walk i n  and hand t h i s  th ing  t o  
somebody the re .  Unless it had a b i g  r ed  f l a g  on t h e  t h i n g ,  
y o u ' d  never know r e a l l y  what it was. 

10: I have here  Exhibi t  M-34 which has been entered  
i n t o  t h e  record .  Here we have the  copy of the  memo from t h e  
d i s t r i c t  ch ief  t o  t h e  province chief  with an English t r ans -
l a t i o n  on top.  I know i t ' s  hard t o  remember a l l  these  t h i n g s ,  
b u t  you might t ake  a look a t  t h i s  t o  see  i f  you've seen 
e i t h e r  the Vietnamese ve r s ion  o r  the  English t r a n s l a t i o n ?  

A. No, s ir ,  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l .  

MR MACCRATE: Do you have any r e c o l l e c t i o n  of a b i t  of a f l a p  
i n  the  o f f i c e  between Colonel G U I N N  and M r .  MAY where they 
were poss ib ly  on 2 consecutive days dea l ing  w i t h  some s o r t  of 
a complaint t h a t  had come i n  from t h e  Vietnamese s ide?  
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A. No, s i r ,  I d o n ' t  know about t h i s .  I t  was t h i s  
time t h a t  I w a s  on R&R; it must have been from t h e  l a s t  of 
March t o  t h e  f i r s t  of Apr i l  t h a t  I was gone f o r  a pe r iod  of 
1 week, 7 days on R&R. I c a n ' t  remember t h e  exac t  d a t e s ,  bu t  
it was i n  t h a t  per iod.  I t  was about t h e  30th of March t h a t  
I d i d  go on R&R. I f  it was i n  t h a t  per iod ,  I would have no 
knowledge of it. I d o n ' t  have any knowledge of a f l a p  of -

t h a t  na ture .  No, no, 

Q It is  our information t h a t  when received t h i s  was 
r e f e r r e d  t o  d i s t r i c t  f o r  information.  It  would c e r t a i n l y  seem 
t h a t  something would have been s a i d  a t  t h i s  t i m e  i n  t h e  advi-
s o r s  o f f i c e ,  t h a t  it could n o t  have been something t h a t  was 
j u s t  t r e a t e d  l i g h t l y .  

A. I wouldn't  t h i n k  t h a t  it was t r e a t e d  l i g h t l y .  It  
may have been j u s t  one of those  ac t ions  o r  s p e c i f i c  documents 

a 
.m 

which w a s  passed by me o r  through me, or I may n o t  have been (-9 
t h e r e  a t  t h e  time it occurred. I d o n ' t  have any r e c o l l e c t i o n  
of seeing t h e  document o r  of t h i s  s p e c i f i c  i n c i d e n t ,  o r  of a -

.I ' f l a p  a r i s i n g  o u t  of t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  th ing .  ,-% 

Q Well, assuming t h a t  you were t h e r e  a t  t h e  t ime, 
do you have any explanat ion  how you could be without  any 
awareness t h a t  such a complaint had come i n t o  t h e  province 
advisory team and had been r e f e r r e d  down t o  a d i s t r i c t  advi-
sory team f o r  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ?  

A ,  Only t h a t  it w a s  s t r i c t l y  i n  a m i l i t a r y  l i g h t  and 
d i d  no t  involve the  c i v i l i a n  s i d e ,  M r .  SITTIG f o r  i n s t a n c e ,  
2nrl tl-at; i t  was s t r i c t l y  on a m i l i t a r y  channel. Tha t ' s  the  
only explanat ion  I could l o g i c a l l y  give you why I wouldn't  
be. This was j u s t  a c l ean  c u t  r e p o r t  through m i l i t a r y  cannels ,  
r e p o r t  of a m i l i t a r y  ac t ion .  

.; 0 :  We have knowledge a l s o ,  Colonel GRUBAUGH, t h a t  
t h e  census gr ievance people had some information about t h i s  

t h i s  time. Was t h i s  ever  c a l l e d  t o  your a t t e n t i o n ?  A re-
port genera l ly  speaking along about the  same l i n e  as  t h a t  
which you have j u s t  seen? 

A e This would be through the  RD teams? 

9. Well the Census Grievance Committee. 
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A .  Y e s ,  s i r ,  they  o p e r a t e  from tha t - -1  d o n ' t  have 
any r e c o l l e c t i o n  of  i t ,  no, s i r .  I j u s t  d o n ' t  r e c a l l  it. I 
r e c a l l  having been b r i e f e d  on r e p o r t s  on census  gr ievance .  
I t  was n o t  one of t h e  p a r t i c u l a r  a r e a s  t h a t  I had p a r t i c u l a r  
say  i n ,  it w a s  g e n e r a l l y  conceded t o  be  o u t s i d e  o f  t h e  normal 
RD o p e r a t i o n s  t h a t  I had. 

Q Do you e v e r  remember s e e i n g  a r a t h e r  s m a l l  s t a t e -
ment o r  l e t t e r  which when t r a n s l a t e d  i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  some f i g -
u r e  of a thousand o r  1200, o r  maybe 1500 had been maybe k i l l -
e d  o u t  h e r e  i n  t h e  P i n k v i l l e  a r e a  by t h e  Americans, which 
conceivably you o r  your census g r i evance  people  could  have 
passed on t o  Colonel  G U I N N  o r  t o  M r .  MAY? 

A .  I do n o t  r e c a l l  it. No, sir.  

Q- Do you have any knowledge a t  a l l  about  an inves-
t i g a t i o n  o f  any k ind  through GVN o r  ARVN channe ls .  Did you 
e v e r  h e a r  of  any i n v e s t i g a t i o n  be ing  made by U . S .  f o r c e s  on 
any i n c i d e n t  t h a t  may have t aken  p l a c e  a t  t h i s  a r e a  a long  
about t h e  middle o f  March? 

A. No, sir.  

Q. N o  knoGiedge oE any i n v e s t i g a t i o n  a t  a l l ?  Bave 
you e v e r  had any comments o r  s t a t e m e n t s  or any th ing  t h a t  would 
cause  you t o  s u s p e c t  any th ing  unusual  had happened? 

A. No, s i r .  My c l e a r  r e c o l l e c t i o n  i s  I j u s t  c a n ' t  
r e c a l l  i f  t h e r e  w a s  any th ing  du r ing  t h a t  p e r i o d  t h a t  I feel  
was unusua l ,  o r  t h a t  I know about  t h a t  would have s t r u c k  m e  
as be ing  unusual .  I know of  o p e r a t i o n s  i n  t h e  a r e a  and t h e  
in format ion  I had appeared t o  m e  a t  t h e  t i m e  t h a t  t h i s  was 
normal o p e r a t i o n s  t h a t  w e r e  be ing  c a r r i e d  o u t .  No, sir.  

Q W e l l  w e  a p p r e c i a t e  ve ry  much you coming i n  a l l  
t h e  way from C a l i f o r n i a ,  Colonel  GRUBAUGH. You should  know 
t h a t  w e  a r e  t r y i n g  t o  l e a v e  no s t o n e  unturned i n  t r y i n g  t o  
f i n d  o u t  what has  happened i n  a l l  t h i s  p roces s  i n  r e p o r t i n g  
and i n  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  and so on,  which i s  o u r  pr imary objec-
t i v e .  If based upon what w e  have been t a l k i n g  about  h e r e  t o -
day,  the g e n e r a l  l i n e  of  t h e  q u e s t i o n i n g  and s o  f o r t h ,  you 
r e c a l l  any th ing  t h a t  you might t h i n k  of t h a t  would be  of as-
s i s t a n c e  t o  u s ,  we'd l i k e  ve ry  much t o  know abou t  it. Addi-
t i o n a l l y ,  i f  you can t h i n k  of  any document, p a p e r s ,  memoranda, 
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o r  anyth ing  o f  t h i s  s o r t  t h a t  would b e  h e l p f u l  t o  us we'd 
l i k e  t o  know about  t h o s e .  Before  r e c e s s i n g  I ' l l  g i v e  you an 
o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  a sk  any q u e s t i o n s  which you 'd  l i k e  t o  ask, 
o r  i f  you 'd  l i k e ,  t o  e n t e r  a s t a t e m e n t  i n t o  t h e  r e c o r d .  

A. No, sir.  I have one q u e s t i o n ,  i f  you have i n t e r -  
viewed a c a p t a i n ,  now Major C a r l  SPELTZ who w a s  a member of  
Colonel  G U I N N P s  s t a f f ?  I worked wi th  him i n  PSYOP, i n  refer-
rence  t o  t h e  PSYOP m a t e r i a l .  H e  and I worked -- he  was on 
t h e i r  end of  it; my p o s i t i o n  i n  PSYOP was working t h e  t h e  
Min i s t ry  of  In format ion  a good d e a l .  

MR MACCRATE: Would you g i v e  us  t h e  s p e l l i n g .  

A.  C a r l  SPELTZ would be on t h e  m i l i t a r y  s i d e ,  sir. 
Eere ,  Captain  SPELTZ, S5. 

Q - S-P-E-L-T-Z? 

A. Yes, He 's  now a  major a t  F o r t  Knox, o r  was i n  
t h e i r  c a r e e r  course .  I h a v e n ' t  heard  from him i n  about a 
month o r  s o .  H e  p o s s i b l y  would have r e c o l l e c t i o n  of  some of  
t h o s e  documents, a s  he worked wi th  t h e  Vietnamese c o u n t e r p a r t  
i n  t h i s  a r ea .  He and I worked s e v e r a l  PSYOP o p e r a t i o n s  t o -
g e t h e r ,  d i r e c t e d  of cou r se  t o  t h e  c i v i l i a n  populace p r i m a r i l y .  

RCDR: I would l i k e  t o  e n t e r  t h e  e x t r a c t  of LTG C U S H M A N 1 s ,  
and M r .  n o t e s  from t h e  PSA Conference of  23 February 
1 9 6 8  a s  ~ x h i b i t  M-76. 

10: The h e a r i n g  wi l l . recess  a t  t h i s  t i m e .  

(The h e a r i n g  r e c e s s e d  a t  1137 hour s ,  2 8  January  
1 9 '70 .) 
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a t r o c i o u s  a c t i o n s  on t h e  p a r t  o f  U . S .  ground t r o o p s  
(pgs.  2 2 ,  53) H e  was a l s o  under  t h e  f i r m  impres s ion  
t h a t  Task .Force  Barker ,  t h e  u n i t  involved  i n  t h e  a l l e g a t i o n ,  
had n o t  o p e r a t e d  as f a r  sou th  as t h e  c o o r d i n a t e s  g iven  i n  
t h e  r e p o r t  (pg. 5 1 ) .  He r e i t e r a t e d  t h a t  he had no f a i t h  
i n  t h e  v e r a c i t y  o f  t h e  r e p o r t  (pg. 5 4 ) .  

c. Informing Colonel  HENDERSON of  t h e  r e p o r t .  

The w i t n e s s  s t a t e d  t h a t  he went t o  see Colonel  
HENDERSON, commander of t h e  l l t h  Br igade ,  a t  Duc Pho and 
informed him o f  the r e p o r t  (pgs .  7 ,  3 2 )  . He t o l d  HENDERSON 
t h a t  he d i d  n o t  b e l i e v e  the r e p o r t ,  b u t  s t a t e d  t h a t  s i n c e  t h e  
l l t h  Brigade was invo lved  he f e l t  t h a t  HENDERSON shou ld  know 
about  t h e  a l l e g a t i o n s  (pgs .  2 7 ,  3 3 ) .  He f u r t h e r n n o t e d  
t h a t  he was under t h e  impress ion  from HENDERSON'S r e a c t i o n  
t h a t  t h i s  was t h e  f i r s t  t h a t  he had hea rd  o f  t h e  a l l e g a t i o n s  
(pg. 28 ) .  He added t h a t  h i s  r e p o r t  t o  HENDERSON w a s  o r a l  
and no th ing  i n  w r i t i n g  was shown t o  him (pgs .  34, 3 8 ,  4 7 )  . 
HENDERSON t o l d  t h e  w i t n e s s  t h a t  he would check o u t  t h e  
a l l e g a t i o n  (pg. 3 4 ) .  H e  b e l i e v e d  t h a t  he pas sed  t h e  
i n fo rma t ion  t o  HENDERSON sometime i n  A p r i l  (pg.  48 ) .  
HENDERSON'S l e g  w a s  i n  a  walking c a s t  when he  spoke w i t h  
him (pg. 49 ) .  The w i t n e s s  f u r t h e r  no t ed  t h a t  he made a 
s p c c i z l  t r i p  ts brigade t o  spzzlc x i t h  HENDERSON and 
r e l a t e  t h i s  i n f o r m a t i o n  t o  him (pg. 5 6 ) .  

d. P o s s i b l e  s o u r c e s  o f  t h e  i n t e l l i g e n c e .  

The w i t n e s s  s t a t e d  t h a t  he d i d  n o t  recal l  e v e r  
s e e i n g  a copy of  t h e  l e t t e r  from t h e  Son Tinh Dis t r i c t  Chief 
t o  L i e u t e n ~ n t  Colonel  K H I E N ,  d a t e d  2 8  March (pgs .  11, 4 3 1 ,  n o r  , 
d i d  he b e l i e v e  t h a t  t h e  i n fo rma t ion  t h a t  he pas sed  t o  
HENDERSON could  have come from t h a t  sou rce  (pg. 48) . H e  
f u r t h e r  s t a t e d  t h a t  he r e c a l l e d  no th ing  about  t h i s  i n c i d e n t  
be ing  r e p o r t e d  by any hamlet  o r  d i s t r i c t  c h i e f  (pg. 5 2 ) .  

2. KNOV,ILEDGE OF REPORTS OF THE INCIDENT. 

a. FIENDZRSON's repor t .  

The w i t n e s s  s t a t e d  t h a t  Colonel  HENDERSON t o l d  him 
t h a t  he would check o u t  t h e  r e p o r t  (pgs .  7 ,  45) . L a t e r  
someone t o l d  t h e  w i t n e s s  t h a t  t h e  i n c i d e n t  had been 
i n v e s t i g a t e d  (pg. 8 ) .  He neve r  s a w  e i t h e r  E x h i b i t  R - 1 ,  
I IE?IDERSON1s  r e p o r t ,  o r  i t s  i n c l o s u r e s  (pg. 1 2 )  . H e  no ted  
t h a t  he would n o t  have expec ted  HENDERSON t o  have l e t  h i m  
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know t h e  r e s u l t s  of h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  (pg. 1 8 ) .  The wi tnes s  
added t h a t  t h e  on ly  r e p o r t  t h a t  he had heard  of was t h e  
one which HENDERSON conducted and t h a t  t h e  on ly  knowledge 
t h a t  he  had o f  t h a t  was HENDERSON'S s t a t emen t  t h a t  he 
would i n v e s t i g a t e  (pgs.  29, 4 5 ) .  

b .  Knowledge of o t h e r  r e p o r t s .  

The wi tnes s  s t a t e d  t h a t  he d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  e v e r  
hea r ing  o f  any i n v e s t i g a t i o n  being conducted a t  t h e  
America1 Div i s ion  (pg. 2 8 ) .  H e  d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  e v e r  
d i s c u s s i n g  t h e  i n c i d e n t  w i t h  L ieu tenan t  Colonel  K H I E N ,  
Colonel  TOAN, General  YOUNG, o r  M r .  MAY (pg. 4 3 ) .  He 
f u r t h e r  s k a t e d  t h a t  he was n o t  f a m i l i a r  w i t h  any U . S .  
r e p o r t s ,  excep t  f o r  t h e  one t h a t  he heard HENDERSON had 
made (pg. 1 3 ) .  Upon ques t ion ing  about  h i s  p r i o r  s t a t emen t  
to. t h e  I G ,  he  s t a t e d  t h a t  he may have had t h i s  My Lai  
i n c i d e n t  confused wi th  ano the r  i n c i d e n t  when he made t h e  
s t a t emen t  (pg. 4 4 ) .  He had t o l d  t h e  I G  t h a t  he was f a m i l i a r  
wi th  a r e p o r t  of t h e  i n c i d e n t  from t h e  Vietnamese t o  t h e  
America1 and a  r e p l y  concerning an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  be ing  s e n t  
back t o  t h e  2d ARVN ~ i v i s i o n  (pg. 3 1 ) .  H e  now s t a t e d  t h a t  
he did n o t  even know where t h e  in format ion  came from t h a t  
HENDERSON had conducted an i r lves t iga  t i o n  (pg. 31) , excep t  
for HENDERSON'S assurance  t h a t  one would be  made (pg. 45) . 
3 .  ARTILLERY CLEARANCE. 

The w i t n e s s  s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e r e  was no l i a i s o n  between 
the  1 1 t h  Brigade and t h e  adv i so ry  teams i n  t h e  a r e a ,  on ly  
between t h e  Americal and t h e  2d ARVN Div i s ions  (pg.  17).. He 
did note t h a t  Task Force  Barker would have o b t a i n e d  c l e a r a n c e  
f o r  a r t i l l e r y  f i r e  through t h e  Son Tinh D i s t r i c t ,  n o t  
through h i s  o f f i c e  (pg. 2 3 ) .  The d e s i g n a t i o n  of  a f r e e  
fire zone al lowed t h e  U.S. f o r c e s  t o  f i r e  i n  t h a t  a r e a  
w i thou t  p r i o r  approva l  of  t h e  ARVN f o r c e s  (pg.  2 3 ) .  The 
ARVN's would f i r e  a t  w i l l  i n t o  what t h e y  cons ide red  a f r e e  
f i r e  zone ,  b u t q t h e  U.S. f o r c e s  were on ly  t o  f i r e  a t  known 
t a r g e t s  (pgs. 23, 2 4 ) .  
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EXHIBIT 
NUMBER DESCRIPTION ' NOTES 

- wV D i r e c t i v e  2 0 - 4  ~ a m i l ' i a r  w i t h  
- 7 3 

M- 5 TAN'S l e t t e r  id not recall 

- HENDERSON ' s Report N e v e r  seen 

I 


PAGES 

22 


45 


12 
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SUMMARY OF RECALL TESTIMONY 

WITNESS: G U I N N ,  W i l l i a m  D .  Jr .  LTC 

DATES O F  TESTIMONY: 11, 13. February  1970 

PLACE O F  TESTIMONY: Pentagon 

WITNESS SUSPECTED OF: Withholding i n f o r m a t i o n ,  f a l s e l y  
t e s t i f y i n g ,  f a i l u r e  t o  obey o r  v i o l a t i o n  o f  g e n e r a l  
r e g u l a t i o n s ,  and d e r e l i c t i o n  o f  du ty .  

COUNSEL: Mart in  E . DOLLINGER, CPT, JAGC , appo in t ed  
m i l i t a r y  c o u n s e l ,  s t a t i o n e d  w i t h  t h e  O f f i c e  of  t h e  Judge 
Advocate Gene ra l ,  Washington, D . C .  

DUTY ASSIGNMENT ON 1 6  MARCH 1968: Deputy Prov ince  S e n i o r  
Advisor ,  Quang Ngai P rov ince ,  Republ ic  of  Vietnam. 

The w i t n e s s  was adv i sed  o f  h i s  r i g h t  t o  counse l  and 
he dec ided  t o  exercise t h a t  r i g h t .  Upon be ing  p rov ided  
with m i l i t a r y  counse l ,  t h e  w i t n e s s  r e f u s e d  t o  make a f u r t h e r  
s t a t e m e n t  o r  answer any q u e s t i o n s  o f  t h e  i n t e r r o g a t o r s .  
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(The hear ing  reconvened a t  1606 hours ,  17 December 
1969. ) 

10: The hear ing  w i l l  come t o  o rde r .  

RCDR : The following named persons a r e  present :  LTG PEERS, 
MR MACCRATE, MR WALSH, COL MILLER, COL FRANKLIN, and MASLYNN. 

S i r ,  t he  next  witness  i s  Lieutenant  Colonel William 
D. GUINN. 


(LTC G U I N N  was c a l l e d  as  a  wi tness  , 
was sworn, and t e s t i f i e d  as  follows : )  

Colonel G U I N N ,  p lease  s t a t e  your f u l l  name, grade, 
S o c i a l  Secur i ty  number, and organiza t ion?  

A.  W i l l i a m  D. GUINN,  Jr, , In£  an t ry ,  ass igned 
t o  OCRD h e r e  i n  Washington, Lieutenant  Colonel. 

10: Colonel G U I N N ,  be£ o re  we proceed with any ques t ions ,  
I w i l l  ask Colonel MILLER, on my immediate r i g h t ,  from the O f f i c e  
of t h e  Judge Advocate General ,  t o  inform you of s e v e r a l  mat te rs .  

COL MILLER: Colonel,  t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  was d i r e c t e d  j o i n t l y  
by .the Secre ta ry  of t h e  Army and the Chief of S t a f f  of t h e. . 
Z n i t e d  S t a t e s  ?my7 ~e L G L I ; ; L E ~ ~ ~f c r  the purpese of a facts 2nd+--

making f ind ings  and recommendations concerning two major sub-
j ec t s :  

(1) t h e  adequacy of p r i o r  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  and in-  
q u i r i e s  i n t o  and the subsequent reviews and r e p o r t s  wi th in  t h e  
chain of command of what we now commonly r e f e r  t o  as the  My Lai 
incident of 1 6  March 1968, and 

( 2 )  t h e  p o s s i b l e  suppression o r  withholding of 
information by any person who had a duty t o  r e p o r t  and t o  fu r -  
nish information concerning t h a t  i n c i d e n t .  

The i n v e s t i g a t i o n  i s  no t  being conducted t o  i n v e s t i -  
gate all t h e  f a c t s  and circumstances of what happened a t  My Lai .  
It i s  d i r e c t e d  to those  s p e c i f i c  purposes which I have j u s t  men-
tion-ed. 
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General  PEERS and t h e  rest of us  have had made a v a i l -  
a b l e  and have reviewed p r i o r  o f f i c i a l  s t a t e m e n t s  t h a t  have been 
o b t a i n e d  i n  o t h e r  o f f i c i a l  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  o f  t h e  My L a i  i n c i d e n t .  
This  does i n c l u d e  your  p r i o r  s t a t emen t .  

Your tes t imony today w i l l  be t a k e n  under  o a t h .  A 
verba t im t r a n s c r i p t  w i l l  be  p repared .  I n  a d d i t i o n ,  a t a p e  re-
cord ing  is be ing  made. 

Although t h e  g e n e r a l  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  of t h e  r e p o r t  is 
c o n f i d e n t i a l ,  it is p o s s i b l e  t h a t  a l l  or a t  l e a s t  p a r t s  of t h e  
tes t imony may l a t e r  become m a t t e r s  of  p u b l i c  knowledge. 

I n  j u s t  a moment I w i l l  t e l l  you who w i l l  o r  can a sk  
you q u e s t i o n s .  F i r s t  of a l l ,  General  PEERS,  who i s  the I n v e s t i -
g a t i n g  O f f i c e r  , has  t h e  s o l e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f i n a l l y  o f  weighing 
t h e  ev idence  and making f i n d i n g s  and recommendations. On h is  
immediate l e f t  i s  M r .  MACCRATE, and t o  your l e f t  M r .  WALSB. They 
a r e  bo th  c i v i l i a n  a t t o r n e y s  who have been made a v a i l a b l e  by t h e  
S e c r e t a r y  of t h e  Army a s  l e g a l  a d v i s o r s  and counse lo r s  t o  
Genera l  PEERS. Over h e r e  i s  Colonel  FRANKLIN and myse l f .  Any 
one of us may be a s k i n g  you q u e s t i o n s  today .  

You a r e  o rde red  n o t  t o  d i s c u s s  your  t es t imony i n  
t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  w i t h  o t h e r s ,  i n c l u d i n g  o t h e r  w i t n e s s e s  f o r  
t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  e x c e p t  a s  you may be r e q u i r e d  t o  do before a 
j u d i c i a l  or a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  body. 

I do n o t  b e l i e v e  t h a t  you now have o r d e r s  from 
t h e  m i l i t a r y  judge i n  t h e  g e n e r a l  cou r t -mar t i a l  ca se  of the 
United S t a t e s  v. Cal ley .  I n  t h e  e v e n t  you do g e t  such  an 
order, y o u r  appearance b e f o r e  t h i s  i n q u i r y  and your  t es t imony 
5 e r e  i n  no way changes t h e  a p p l i c a b i l i t y  of  t h a t  o r d e r .  

A.  Right .  

10: 
GUINN? 

Do you have any q u e s t i o n s  a t  t h i s  t i m e  Colonel  

A. No, s ir .  

( C O L  MILLER r e t i r e d  from t h e  h e a r i n g  room. ) 

10: Colonel  GUINN, what w a s  your  du ty  ass ignment  on 
t h e  1 6 t h .  o f  March, 1968? 
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A. S i r ,  I was the  deputy province s e n i o r  advisor ,  
a l s o  s e n i o r  s e c t o r  advisor .  I r e a l l y  wore two h a t s  i n  t h e  
Quang Ngai Province Advisoxy Team. 

Q a  Who was the  province s e n i o r  advisor  a t  t h a t  time? 

A. A t  t h a t  time it was M r .  James A .  MAY. 

Q- And how long d id  M r .  MAY remain province s e n i o r  
advisor  subsequent t o  t h a t  time? 

A. M r .  MAY remained t h e r e  u n t i l  May o r  June of 1968. It 
was about May when he  l e f t .  

Q e  And who took h i s  p lace?  

A. A M r .  BURKE took h i s  p lace .  However, t h e r e  was 
no over l ap  between the  two ind iv idua l s .  I remained t h e r e  
about 2 weeks a f t e r  M r .  MAY l e f t ,  and i n  June I l e f t  and went 
home on a leave ,  30-day extens ion  leave,  and then came back. 
During t h a t  time Colonel GRUBAUGH was t h e  province s e n i o r  
advisor ,  o r  should have been. I assume he should have been 
a t  that t i m e .  

Q What t ime was t h a t ?  

A .  This was i n  June. 

Q. What t ime i n  June? Do you r e c a l l  when you went 
home on your extens ion  leave? 

A .  I t  was i n  the f i r s t  of June, sir.  I c a n ' t  give 
you the e x a c t  date--early- June 1968. 

Q c  How long had you been t h e r e  as t h e  deputy province 
s e n i o r  advisor  and as t h e  s e n i o r  s e c t o r  advisor?  

A. I a r r i v e d  t h e r e  on t h e  17th of June, 1967. 

R How long d i d  you remain t h e r e  i n  t h e  a r e a  of Quang 
Ngai? 

A. I was t h e r e  f o r  the  whole year .  

Q Whole year?  
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A. Yes, sir. 

9 . Did you r e t u r n  t o  your same job a f t e r  your extens ion  
leave?  

A. No, sir. Afte r  m y  ex tens ion  l eave  I re tu rned  
t o  command 1/20. 

Q Who d i d  you rep lace?  

A .  I replaced  Colonel BEERS. 

Q Colonel BEERS? 

A. Yes, sir. 

0. We had it t h a t  p r i o r  t o  t h e  t i m e  he was k i l l e d ,  
03 
C3 

Colonel BARKER had t aken  over f o x  a time--the 20th.  m 

A. No, s i r .  Colonel BARKER I dongt t h i n k  commanded -. 

1 / 2 0 ,  not  t o  my knowledge. I d o n ' t  know t h a t  he  e v e r  d i d . -,;., ,. 
A s  f a r  as I know Colonel BEERS commanded i t  from t h e  t i m e  
t h e  b a t t a l i o n  a r r i v e d  i n  country u n t i l  I assumed command on 
t h e  4 th  of July, 1 9 6 8 .  

Q Well, t h i s  i s  something t h a t  we w i l l  have t o  c l a r i f y  
i n  o u r  records ,  e x a c t l y  which b a t t a l i o n  Colonel BARKER commanded. 

A. Colonel BARKER commanded t h e  4 /3 ,  sir. 
, . 

A. And I always thought t h a t  when he was k i l l e d  he 
cornlanded 4 /3 .  

Q .  T h a t ' s  a s i s t e r  b a t t a l i o n  i n  your brigade? 

A. Yes ,  sir.  

Q .  Colonel G U I N N ,  I know t h a t  you have much background 
c o n c e r n i n g  this a r e a ,  concerning t h e  enemy s i t u a t i o n  i n  the 
area, 

4 
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t h i n g s  about  it. Number one,  I remeder because it was , s o  
poor ly  t r a n s l a t e d ;  tha t ' s  one r ea son  1 remember it. The second 
t h i n g  t h a t  makes m e  remember is t h a t  it r e f e r r e d  t o  an opera- 
t i o n  by American f o r c e s ,  and it r e f e r r e d  t o  t h e  M~ L a i  a r e a .  
Now whether  it was c a l l e d  My L a i  s p e c i f i c a l l y ,  o r  n o t ,  I d o n ' t  
r e c a l l ,  b u t  it was t h a t  a r e a .  And then t h e  coo rd ina t e s  t h a t  
were g iven  on t h e  r e p o r t  d i d  n o t  match up w i t h  t h e  My L a i  
a r e a ;  t h a t ' s  t h e  t h i r d  t h i n g  t h a t  makes m e  remember, because 
I went t o  my map and t r i e d  t o  determine e x a c t l y  where it 
w a s ,  and--may I go t o  t h e  map? 

Q e Y e s ,  i f  you w i l l .  

A .  The r e p o r t  i n d i c a t e d  t h i s  g e n e r a l  area, however 
t h e  coo rd ina t e s  w e r e  down h e r e  a t  t he  mouth of t h e  r i v e r .  

(Witness i n d i c a t e d  on E x h i b i t  MAP-1.) 

And t h i s  i s  t h e  reason  I remember t h i s  i n c i d e n t ,  
because I j u s t  c o u l d n ' t  pu t  t h e  two t o g e t h e r .  They j u s t  d i d n ' t  
match, and I t r i e d  t o  match it up,  bo th  w i t h  ou r  maps, you 
n o t i c e  it g ives  t h e  -- I d o n ' t  know where t h e s e  names came 
from. These maps have American names t h a t  we came up w i t h ,  
and then  w e  had a Vietnamese map t h a t  gave perhaps t h e  names 
t h a t  you have h e r e .  I t r i e d  t o  marry it up w i t h  t h i s  map, 
and I a l s o  t r i e d  t o  g e t  some of t h e  V i e t  Cong names f o r  t h e s e  
hmle-l ;s  because they had d i f f e r e n t  names, b u t  it never  would 
patch up. The coo rd ina t e s  s t i l l  checked up h e r e  a t  t h e  moutn 
of  t h e  r i v e r ,  and t h e  a r e a  d e s c r i b e d  i n  t h e  r e p o r t  was up 
h e r e  i n  . th i s  g e n e r a l  a r ea .  The second t h i n g  I remember about  
it is  t h a t  it s t a t e d  t h a t  American t roops  o p e r a t i n g  i n  t h e  
a r e a  had k i l l e d ,  and h e r e  I ' m  aga in  foggy, b u t  t h e  number 
t h a t  s t i c k s  i n  my mind i s  1,200.  And I remember i t  was ove r  
1 , 0 0 0 ,  and t h e  number 1 , 2 0 0  s t i c k s  i n  my mind: that American 
t roops  o p e r a t i n g  i n  t h i s  a r e a  had k i l l e d  t h i s  number of c i v i l i a n s .  
And then  t h e  nex t  t h i n g  it s a i d ,  by bombing and a r t i l l e r y .  
There w a s  no i n d i c a t i o n  i n  t h e r e  t h a t  t hey  had been k i l l e d  
by s m a l l  a r m s  o r  ground a c t i o n ,  b u t  it w a s  bombing and a r t i l l e r y .  
I d i d n ' t  b e l i e v e  t h e  r e p o r t  because t h i s  w a s  t h e  t y p i c a l  
r e p o r t  t h a t  we g o t  f r e q u e n t l y .  There w e r e  days when w e  would 
g e t  a s t a c k  of r e p o r t s  an inch  t o  an inch  and a h a l f  t h i c k ,  
and they  were u s u a l l y  very u n r e l i a b l e .  They were u s u a l l y  V i e t  
Cong propaganda, b u t  w e  couldn '  t d i s c o u n t  any of them, b u t  
at t he  sane t ime we had t o  t a k e  a11 of  
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them w i t h  a g r a i n  of s a l t .  Anyway, because of t h e  i n c i d e n t ,  
we had, a l l e g e d l y  a t  l e a s t ,  k i l l e d  t h e s e  people.  American 
t roops ,  t h a t  is. That day o r  t h e  next  day, o r  w i t h i n  another  
day o r  two, as  soon as  I could g e t  a h e l i c o ~ t e r ,because w e  
c o u l d n ' t  t r a v e l  t h e  roads then ,  I went t o  Duc Pho, and I passed 
t h i s  information on t o  Colonel HENDERSON. And I t o l d  Colonel 
HENDERSON a t  the  t ime t h e  source  of i t  and how much r e l i a b i l i t y  
I placed  on t h e  source  because they were u n r e l i a b l e  and you 
cou ldn ' t  b e l i e v e  them. And I t o l d  him t h a t  I had my t r o u b l e  
on matching up t h e  d e s c r i p t i o n  and t h e  coordina tes ;  they d id  
not  match. And I a l s o  t o l d  him because of  t h e  a l l e g a t i o n  
made a g a i n s t  h i s  men, I thought I'd b e t t e r  pass  i t  on t o  him. 
And he said he 'd  check i t  ou t .  And t h a t  was t h e  end of t h e  
r e p o r t .  W e  l a t e r  heard--by w e  I mean t h e  advisory team--
t h a t  it was checked o u t  and t h e r e  was nothing t o  it. To be 
hones t  wi th  you I d i d n ' t  b e l i e v e  it t o  begin wi th .  And we  
never pu t  any s tock  i n t o  it. If t h e r e  i s  anything t h a t  t r ans -
pi red wi th  the advisory team between Colonel HENDERSON o r  
anyone i n  t h e  America1 Divis ion,  and M r .  MAY, I don' t r e c a l l .  
I d o n ' t  know whether he even knew about i t  o r  no t  i n  May, 
because this was a t y p i c a l  r e p o r t .  Well, it wasn ' t t y p i c a l  
i n  t h a t  this was t h e  f i r s t  one we ever  had wherein it  a l l eged  
that we k i l l e d  t h i s  number of people.  But by " t y p i c a l "  I mean 
it appeared t o  be propaganda, and it appeared t o  be completely 
exaggerated,  which was t y p i c a l  of t h e  r e p o r t s  t h a t  we qo t  from 
t h i s  source .  So I put  no confidence i n  it. I d i d n ' t  be l i eve  
it, and, i n  f a c t ,  I fo rgo t  about it. I d i d n ' t  even remember 
i t  u n t i l  this i n c i d e n t  came t o  l i g h t  again back i n  t h e  summer. 

c! When you r e l a t e d  t h i s  t o  Colonel HENDERSON, what 
did he s a y  t o  you? Do you r e c a l l ?  

A .  I do remember he expressed d i s b e l i e f  and s a i d  
h e  would check it o u t ,  and I d o n ' t  remember any o t h e r  conversat ion 
o t h e r  than t h a t .  I t o l d  him I d idn '  t b e l i e v e  it, b u t  I thought 
I should pass  it on t o  him because of t h e  a l l e g a t i o n .  

Q - Who t 'old you t h a t  t h i s  a l l e g a t i o n  had been checked 
o u t  and i t  could n o t  be supported by f a c t ?  
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A. I t h i n k  he had conf idence  i n  me, because I had 
conf idence  i n  him. I think--I 'm n o t  t r y i n g  t o  downgrade 
M r .  MAY, c e r t a i n l y  n o t ,  because I t h i n k  t h e  world  of him, 
bu t  I t h i n k  I had more r a p p o r t  w i t h  Colonel  KHIEN t han  
M r .  MAY d i d .  

Q - With t h i s  degree  of r a p p o r t ,  i f  t h e r e  were an 
ARVN i n v e s t i g a t i o n  o r  GVN i n v e s t i g a t i o n  a t  t h i s  t ime ,  
w e r e  you n o t  made knowledgeable of i t ?  

A. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  i t ,  sir. No, sir .  Even though 
I had more r a p p o r t  w i t h  him, t h e r e  were s e v e r a l  days t h a t  
cou ld  go by wi thou t  my even s e e i n g  Colonel  K H I E N .  We w e r e  
p h y s i c a l l y  removed from him, W e l l ,  w e  were i n  t h e  same 
b u i l d i n g ,  b u t  h e  was i n  one wing and I was i n  a n o t h e r ,  and 
t h e r e  were days when I d i d n ' t  even see him. A s  I s t a t e d ,  
w e  were a l l  q u i t e  busy a t  t h e  t ime .  H e  was busy doing 
h i s  job and u s u a l l y ,  i f  t h e r e  w e r e  any occas ion  t o  s e e  
him, Mr, MAY w a s  t h e  one who would see him. 

Q - What were your c o n t a c t s  on prov ince  l e v e l  w i t h  
Task Force Ba rke r ,  w i th  t h e  l l t h  Br igade ,  and wi th  t h e  
Americal D iv i s ion?  Was t h i s  r e l a t i o n s h i p  j u s t  l i k e  you 
had f r e e  and open d i s c u s s i o n s  o r  e x a c t l y  how were t hey  
c a r r i e d  o u t ?  

A. There was no formal  c o n t a c t  between t h e  b r i g a d e ,  
t h e  d i v i s i o n ,  and province .  There was formal l i a i s o n  
between t h e  d i v i s i o n  and t h e  26 ARVN Div i s ion .  And f o r  
m i l i t a r y  m a t t e r s ,  u s u a l l y  we would go through t h e i r  l i a i s o n ,  
America1 D i v i s i o n ' s  l i a i s o n  w i t h  2d ARVN Div i s ion .  There 
was in fo rma l  c o o r d i n a t i o n ,  i n f r e q u e n t  I would say  i n  most 
c a s e s .  General  YOUNG w a s  down f r e q u e n t l y ,  and du r ing  t h a t  
time h e  w a s  u s u a l l y  t a l k i n g  w i t h  M r .  MAY. I would be  
i n  on t h e  conve r sa t ions  sometimes and sometimes I wou ldn ' t  
be .  fibre f r e q u e n t l y ,  I w a s  n o t  i n  on t h e  c o n v e r s a t i o n s .  
There w a s  no formal  c o o r d i n a t i o n  between province  m i l i t a r y  
s i d e  and t h e  c i v i l i a n  s i d e  with Task Force Barker .  I know 
t h a t  Colone l  BARKER d i d  c o n t a c t  Colonel  GAVIN o f  t h e  ad- 
v i s o r y  t e a m  a t  t h e  d i s t r i c t  l eve l - - I  would say  f r e q u e n t l y ,  
because he w a s  o p e r a t i n g  i n  t h a t  a r e a .  I t h i n k  he might 
have bleen down t o  t h e  p r ~ v i n c e  on ly  on s p e c i a l  o c c a s i o n s ,  
b u t  I would s a y  t h i s  was rare. There was p r a c t i c a l l y  no 
c o o r d i n a t i o n  between p rov ince  and t h e  l l t h  Brigade a t  Duc 
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Q No, no t  wi th in  Char l i e  Company, whetheSr you heard 
any rumblings i n  t h e r e  of anything t h a t  took p lace  wi th in  t h e  
company o r  wi th in  t h e  ba t t a l ion- -

A. ( In te rpos ing)  N o ,  s ir .  I have never  heard anything. 

Q. Which might c a s t  susp ic ion  o r  doubt upon something 
which they  repor ted  as  of t h e  1 6 t h  of March 1968? 

A. No, sir.  I d i d  n o t ,  ~ e c a u s ea t  t h a t  time t h e  main 
s t r u c t u r e  of t h a t  comphny, t h e  l eader sh ip ,  had completely turned  
over I would say.  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  whethey *ere were any 
platoon l e a d e r s  l e f t  i n  t h a t  company or nd t  t h a t  were i n  t h a t  
company a t  t h e  t i m e  t h i s  i n c i d e n t  took p lace .  I d o n ' t  t h ink  
t h e r e  were. 

Q There.were probably a l o t  of men khough? 

A. I ' m  s u r e  t h e r e  were a l o t  of men. I can '  t even CQ 
r e c a l l  who t h e  platoon l e a d e r s  were a t  t h e  t i m e  I took over, a 
because we had q u i t e  a  turnover  a t  t h a t  t i m e  becaugq *hey had 
been there--they had been i n  t h e  country f o r  approxiinately 
6 months a t  t h a t  t ime.  But I never heard any rumors, '-r~mbles, .T--, 
o r  anything of t h a t  n a t u r e ,  from t h e  company, o r  any company. >; 
An i n c i d e n t  of t h i s  n a t u r e ,  t h a t  c i v i l i a n s  had been k i l l e d  
i n d i s c r i m i n a t e l y  o r  t h a t  t h e r e  was ind i sc r imina te  shoo t ing ,  o r  
anything of t h a t  n a t u r e ,  I never heard it. I had no reason t o  
suspect  it. I n  f a c t ,  I d i d  n o t  know t h a t  t h i s . w a s  t h e  company 
i n  p a r t i c u l a r - - I  knew one company from my b a t t a l i o n  had been 
involved i n  Task Force Barker,  b u t  I d i d n ' t  even know which 
company i t  was. I never--well,  I t a k e  t h a t  back, I d i d  know 
t h a t  C Company had been up t h e r e ,  but  I d i d n ' t  know how long,  
and I had no reason t o  suspec t  t h a t  anything ou t  of  t h e  
ordinary had gone on. 

Q How d i d  t h i s  company perform a f t e r  you took it 
over? 

A. W e l l ,  t hey  performed a s  wel l  a s  t h e  company 
commander who commanded them, sir.  I had a good company 
cormander i n  t h e r e .  H e  was a young cap ta in  t h e r e  on h i s  
second t o u r .  H e  had been an advisor  before .  I would 
say  he was my second b e s t  company commander. 
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Q.. . What was h i s  name? 

A .  WEBB, sir. 

Q WEBB? W-E-B-B? 

A .  Y e s ,  s i r .  

Q Do you remember h i s  f i r s t  name? 

A. No, s i r ,  b u t  I w i l l  t h i n k  of it before  we leave  
he re .  

Q D o  you know where h e  i s  assigned a t  t h e  p resen t  
time ? 

A. N O ,  s i r ,  I do no t .  I might add, I d o n ' t  know who 
t h e  company commander was when I took over  C h a r l i e  Company, 
I mean when I took over t h e  b a t t a l i o n ,  b u t  Captain WEBB came 
to  m e  r i g h t  a f t e r  I took over  t h e  b a t t a l i o n .  I pu t  him i n  
t h a t  company. I d o n ' t  remember who t h e  company commander was 
on t h e  day I assumed command, because he wouldn ' t  have been i n  
t h e r e  too  long. 

Q - Yes. The i n d i v i d u a l  who commanded t h e  company i n  
Mzrch a ~ dt h a t  per iod  was MEDINA. 

A. MEDINA was i n  t h e  b a t t a l i o n ,  bu t  he  d i d  no t  com-
mand t h a t  company a t  t h a t  t ime.  

Q Mot commanding t h e  company a t  t h a t  t ime? 

A .  H e  was my S2. 

Q - Yes. 

A. And I knew MEDINA, I had him f o r  about a week, week 
and a h a l f ,  and he was reass igned t o  d i v i s i o n  a f t e r  I had been 
t h e r e  about a week and a h a l f .  

Q - Do you know where he was assigned i n  d iv i s ion?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  H e  w a s  assigned t o  G 3  s e c t i o n .  

21 
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Q *  G3. 

A. Yes, sir.  

Q And t h a t  would have been about a long i n  mid-July? 

A. I t  would have been along mid-July sometime, y e s ,  
sir .  I t  c o u l d n ' t  have been over  2 weeks, I t h i n k ,  a f t e r  
I took command, because he was moved o u t  a very s h o r t  time 
a f t e r .  

Q Colonel G U I N N ,  you a r e  f a m i l i a r  wi th  MACV 
r e g u l a t i o n s  and d i r e c t i v e s  concerning t h e  safeguarding of 
c5.vil ianst  noncombatants, handl ing and t r ea tmen t  of POW'S, 
and s o  on. Probably n o t  much reason t o  go i n t o  those.  
I n  your c a p a c i t y ,  I would be s u r e  you we l l  understood how rn 
t h e s e  people were t o  be t r e a t e d .  Were you a l s o  f a m i l i a r  --? 
w i t h  MACV Di rec t ive  20-4 which requi red  t h e  r e p o r t i n g  r: 
of any a l l e g e d  a t r o c i t y  o r  war crime? -

d r 

A. Yes, s i r .  .Y; 

Q,. I r e f e r  you s p e c i f i c a l l y  t o  paragraph 2 and 
paragraph 5a. 

A. Paragraph 5a ,  s i r ?  

Q . Paragraph 5a. 

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  

Q You a r e  f a m i l i a r  wi th  t h i s ?  

A. Yes, s i r .  

Q You d i d  no t  cons ider  t h i s  r e p o r t  you had rece ived  
would have f i t t e d  i n t o  t h e  terms of an a l l e g a t i o n ?  

A .  No, s i r ,  I d i d n ' t  cons ider  i t  a war crime. I 
considered it ,  t h e  r e p o r t  i n d i c a t e d  t o  me t h a t  t h e s e  people 
had been k i l l e d  by an a c t  of war, because t h e  r e p o r t  s a i d  
by bombing and a r t i l l e r y .  And t o  me t h a t  was an a c t  of war 
because t h a t  was a f r e e - f i r e  zone out  t h e r e ,  and they  were 
opera t ing  i n  t h a t  a rea .  To begin wi th ,  I didn ' t b e l i e v e  i t  
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and I d i d n ' t  cons ide r  t h a t  any a t r o c i t y  had been committed. 
There was no i n d i c a t i o n  t o  m e  t h a t  t h e r e  was any a t r o c i t y .  

Q 0 You indica-d t h a t  t h i s  a r e a  was a f r e e - f i r e - -

A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  W e l l ,  f r e e - f i r e ,  some of  i t  was 
f r e e - f i r e ,  some o f  i t  was a c o n t r o l l e d - f i r e  zone. I c a n ' t  
r e c a l l  e x a c t l y  what it was. Colonel  G A V I N ,  I ' m  s u r e ,  can 
t e l l  you about t h i s  because I ' m  s u r e  h e  had i t  on h i s  map. 

( A t  t h i s  p o i n t  i n  t h e  h e a r i n g  t h e  w i t n e s s  i n d i -
c a t e d  on t h e  w a l l  map t h a t  t h e  f r e e - f i r e  zone was somewhere 
i n  t h e  a r e a  of  from nor th-south  g r i d  l i n e  72 o u t  t o  t h e  
c o a s t ,  and behind t h a t  a r e a  was a c o n t r o l l e d - f i r e  zone.)  

Q I would l i k e  t o  know what your  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  of 
a f r e e - f i r e  zone would be. 

A. A l l  r i g h t .  A f r e e - f i r e  zone,  as f a r  a s  we a r e  
concerned a t  t h a t  t i m e  i n  t h e  MACV adv i so ry  detachment,  
f r e e - f i r e  meant t h a t  anyone had a u t h o r i t y  t o  shoo t  up 
t h e r e ,  p rov ided  they  had a ' t a r g e t ,  w i t h o u t  c l e a r a n c e  
through ARVN channe l s ,  through t h e  p rov ince ,  o r  through 
t h e  d i s t r i c t  c h i e f .  Now t h i s  d i d n ' t  d i s c o u n t  r u l e s  of 
engagement. They s t i l l  had r u l e s  of engagement t o  fol low.  
3ut t h e  zcne i t s e l f  matt t h a t  they d i d  nst have tc  cope 
through us t o  g e t  c l ea rance  t o  s h o o t .  

Q L e t ' s  s ay  Task Force Barker ,  would they  normally 
come t o  you o r  would they  go d i r e c t  t o  Son Tinh D i s t r i c t ?  

A .  They would u s u a l l y  go s t r a i g h t  t o  Son Tinh D i s t r i c t ,  
because I t h i n k  a t  t h a t  t ime they  had a couple  people  t h e r e  
a t  t h e  d i s t r i c t  headqua r t e r s  w i t h  t h e  adv i so ry  detachment 
t h a t  were l i a i s o n  f o r  them f o r  t h i s  s p e c i f i c  purpose.  Of 
cou r se  i f  t h e y  had an A0 e x t e n s i o n  t h i s  gave them a u t h o r i t y .  
This  w a s  about  t h e  same t h i n g  as a f r e e - f i r e  zone. I n  
o t h e r  words t h e y  d i d n ' t  have t o  come through us t o  t h e  
Vietnamese t o  g e t  c l e a r a n c e  t o  shoo t .  They were s t i l l ,  of  
cou r se ,  s u b j e c t  t o  t h e  e lements  of  engagement. 

Q What would t h i s  mean t o  you? Could they  t h e r e f o r e  
f i r e  i n t o  an i n h a b i t e d  v i l l a g e ?  

( G U I N N )  23  

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

APP T-24 



CONFIDENTIAL 


APP T-24 




FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

& What was h i s  r eac t ion?  

A. H i s  r e a c t i o n  was d i s b e l i e f .  

Q Did he make any i n d i c a t i o n  t o  you i n  any way t h a t  
he  had been looking i n t o  such a mat ter?  

A .  No, sir .  

Q Did he i n d i c a t e  t h i s  i s  t h e  f i r s t  he  e v e r  heard of 
anything? 

A. Yes, s i r .  He d i d n ' t  say t h i s  i s  t h e  f i r s t  time he 
eve r  heard it, b u t  from h i s  r e a c t i o n  I assumed t h i s  was t h e  
f i r s t  time he had eve r  heard it. 

Q Now, I th ink  t h a t  i n  your s ta tement  you gave Colonel 
W I L S O N ,  back i n  May of t h i s  year--

0 
A.  ( In te rpos ing)  Y e s ,  s ir .  L-

CY 

Q That you i n d i c a t e d  a t  t h a t  time t h a t  you understood 
t h a t  t h i s  mat ter  was being i n v e s t i g a t e d  i n  s e v e r a l  p laces .  -
What i s  your r e c o l l e c t i o n  i n  t h a t  regard? p! 

A. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  anything l i k e  t h a t .  I t  was being 
i n v e s t i g a t e d  i n  s e v e r a l  p laces .  

Q You have no r e c o l l e c t i o n  a t  t h i s  time of being aware 
t h a t  t h i s  was being i n v e s t i g a t e d  i n  s e v e r a l  p laces?  

A. N o ,  s i r ,  because we weren' t i n v e s t i g a t i n g  it. You 
mean t h e  America1 Divis ion? 

Q What do you r e c a l l  t h a t  you knew a t  t h a t  t ime,  wi th  
r e spec t  t o  t h i s  information and i t s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ?  

A .  Well, a t  t h e  time I passed it on t o  Colonel HENDERSON, 
t h i s  was t h e  f i r s t  knowledge I had of it. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  even 
saying  t h a t  I knew it was being i n v e s t i g a t e d  because I d idn l  t 
know w h a t  the status on it was. 

Q Did you a t  any t i m e  t h e r e a f t e r  l e a r n  t h a t  it was 
being i n v e s t i g a t e d  a t  some o t h e r  p lace?  
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A. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l .  I do n o t  r e c a l l  t h a t  it was e v e r  
i n v e s t i g a t e d .  A s  I s a i d  e a r l i e r  I t r i e d  t o  p u t  t h i s  t h i n g  
back t o g e t h e r  and I c a n ' t  do it. A s  b e s t  I can--

Q - ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Don' t  you r e c a l l  s a y i n g  l a s t  May, 
''1 know t h a t  A m e r i c a l  D iv i s ion  a t tempted  t o  conduct an i n v e s t i -
g a t i o n ,  how f a r  a long  they  g o t  I d o n ' t  know. I t  was o u t  of  my 
hands,  I d i d n ' t  s t i c k  my nose i n t o  it, b u t  t h e y  d i d  conduct  
some type  o f  i n v e s t i g a t i o n . "  

A. W e l l ,  I s a i d  t h a t ,  y e s ,  based on what Colonel  
HENDERSON t o l d  m e .  He s a i d  h e  would i n v e s t i g a t e  it. He t o l d  
m e  a t  t h a t  t ime h e  would look i n t o  it. I don I t remember 
whether h e  s a i d  h e  would i n v e s t i g a t e  it o r  look i n t o  i t ,  b u t  
he  t o l d  me t h a t  he would. 

Q- A r e  you t e l l i n g  m e  now t h a t  what you w e r e  r e f e r r i n g  
t o  h e r e  was simply your conve r sa t ion  w i t h  Colonel  HENDERSON? 

A. Y e s ,  because t h a t ' s  t h e  on ly  t i m e  I r e c a l l ,  a s  I 
s a i d  e a r l i e r ,  we heard--the s o u r c e ,  t h e  channe ls  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  
- - t ha t  it had been i n v e s t i g a t e d ,  t h a t  it had been i n v e s t i g a t e d  
and t h e r e  w a s  no th ing  t o  it. Because--I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  t h e  d e t a i l s .  

Q Do you a l s o  r e c a l l  t h a t  i n  May you s a i d  t h a t  t h e  
prov ince  c h i e f  and t h e  2d ARVN Div i s ion  commander, a l s o  t h e  
d i v i s i o n  commander of  t h e  Americal D i v i s i o n ,  made an e f f o r t  t o  
i n v e s t i g a t e  and f i n d  o u t  what happened? Do you r e c a l l  s ay ing  
t h a t ?  

A. No, I d o n ' t ,  and I ' m  n o t  t r y i n g  t o  cover  up anyth ing .  
I do no t .  

2 And you have no way of r e c a l l i n g  what was t h e  back-
graund o r  what was your r e c o l l e c t i o n  l a s t  May t h a t  l e d  your 
answer t o  be r e p o r t e d  i n  t h a t  way? 

A.  The on ly  j u s t i f i c a t i o n  I can g ive  f o r  t h e  s t a t emen t  
t h a t  I made t h a t  w a y ,  o r  however I made it ,  i s  t h a t  it d i d  come 
t o  us from some squ-rce and it had t o  come through  Americal 
Divi:,ioL;. But i t  came t o  us t h a t  t h e  m a t t e r  had been inves-
tigat::d arid there was no th ing  t o  i t .  I cannot  r e c a l l  a l l  t h e  
d e t a i l s  of it, and I ' l l  be h o n e s t  w i t h  you. I t r i e d  t o ,  b u t  
I c a n ' t  d.3 it. I c a n ' t  p u t  t h i s  i n c i d e n t  back t o g e t h e r  a t  a l l .  

29 

FOR O F F I C I A L  USE ONLY 

APP T-24 



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

Q Where d i d  you f i n d  o u t  t h a t  t h e  prov ince  c h i e f  w a s  
i n v e s t i g a t i n g  i t ?  Wouldn't  t h a t  have been in fo rma t ion  t h a t  
you would have g o t t e n  d i r e c t l y ?  

A.  Not n e c e s s a r i l y .  When t h e  r e p o r t  came i n  t o  u s ,  I ' m  
s u r e  it came through  t h e  p rov ince  chief  and th rough  Americal 
th rough  t h e  prov ince  c h i e f .  But how much h e  g o t  i n t o  t h e  
i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  I have no i d e a .  

Q Do you remember s a y i n g  l a s t  May, "I t h i n k  General  
TOAN a t  t h a t  t ime o r  Colonel  TOAN who commanded t h e  2d ARVN 
Div i s ion  passed  t h i s  i n fo rma t ion  t o  General  KOSTER, who 
commanded t h e  Americal Div is ion"?  Do you remember--

A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  No, s i r .  I d o n ' t  remember. 

Q Do you remember s t a t i n g  t h a t  around May 28  t o  
Colonel  WILSON? Y 

rr, 
c3 

A. No, s ir .  I d o n ' t  remember t h a t .  I f  I s a i d  it I ' m  
s u r e  i t ' s  i n  t h e r e ,  b u t  I d o n ' t  recall  it. -. 

A ,  

-,I' \  

Q Well ,  i s  t h a t  t r u e  o r  i s  it n o t  t r u e ?  

A.  I t h i n k  i t  i s  t rue ;yes ,  s i r .  I t h i n k  t h e r e  w a s  
something between 2d ARVN Div i s ion  and Americal D iv i s ion  b u t  
I d o n ' t  know what. 

Q Upon what d i d  you base  t h a t  s t a t e m e n t  l a s t  May? 

A .  S i r ,  I based  t h a t  s t a t e m e n t  l a s t  May on what I cou ld  
reniember of  t h e  i n c i d e n t .  And s i n c e  t h a t  t i m e  t h e r e  has  been 
s o  much i n  t h e  papers .  I ' v e  r e a d  s o  much t h a t  i t ' s  a l l  foggy 
i n  my mind. I 'm n o t  t r y i n g  t o  cover  up anything.  

Q Well ,  Colonel  G U I N N ,  o r d i n a r i l y  when t h i n g s  are 
d i s c u s s e d  and you h e a r  people  t a l k i n g  about  them t h e y  t e n d  t o  
r e f r e s h  your  r e c o l l e c t i o n .  They d o n ' t  bury t h i n g s ,  and l a s t  
May you i n d i c a t e d  some in fo rma t ion  which went t o  General  KOSTER. 
I n  December you now t e l l  us t h a t  t h i n g s  have become foggy. You 
don ' t know. 

LZ. I d o n ' t .  And I ' m  n o t  t r y i n g  t o  h i d e  anyth ing .  
I d o n ' t  
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r e c a l l  what t r a n s p i r e d  between 2d ARVN Div i s ion  and t h e  Americal 
~ i v i s i o non t h i s  t h i n g .  I t  came back t o  us  and M r .  MAY may b e  
a b l e  t o  c l e a r  t h i s  t h i n g  up--that t h i s  i n c i d e n t  had been inves -  
t i g a t e d  and t h e r e  w a s  no th ing  t o  it. And I know t h a t  when it  
came back t h a t  it had t o  come through 2d ARVN Div is ion .  America1 
~ i v i s i o nwas involved  i n  it. But I d o n ' t  remember t h e  e x a c t  
s o u r c e  of  t h e  r e p o r t ,  nor  do I remember whether t h e  r e p o r t  came 
down v e r b a l l y  o r  whether i t - - I ' m  s u r e  it d i d n ' t  come i n  w r i t i n g .  
~ u twho brought  i t ,  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l .  

Q Between l a s t  May when you gave t h e  tes t imony t o  a 

Colonel  WILSON and today ,  have you d i s c u s s e d  t h i s  m a t t e r  w i th  
anyone? 

A. I d i s c u s s e d  it wi th  t h e  p r e s s .  I was c l e a r e d  t o  do 
t h a t .  B u t  I h a v e n ' t  d i s c u s s e d  it wi th  any of  t h e  p r i n c i p a l s ,  
no,  sir.  

10: I ' d  l i k e  t o  r e r e a d  what you s a i d  i n  May, Colonel  
G U I N N .  

A ,  Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q a You s e e m  r a t h e r  a f f i r m a t i v e  i n  your  s t a t emen t .  
YOU s ay  a l s o  t h e  in format ion  came i n  t o  the--  

" I  b e l i e v e  t h e  prov ince  c h i e f  r ece ived  i t .  I ' m  n o t  
s u r e  how we g o t  it. Also it went t o  t h e  2d ARVN Div i s ion ,  and 
from t h e r e  I d o n ' t  know. I ' m  only  s p e c u l a t i n g  i n  t h i s  c a s e .  
I t h i n k  General  TOm,  a t  t h a t  t i m e  Colonel  TOAN, commander o f  
t h e  2d ARVN ~ i v i s i o n ,  passed  t h i s  i n fo rma t ion  on t o  General  
KOSTER, who commanded t h e  Americal D iv i s ion .  " Then you 
s p e l l e d  o u t  KOSTER, and s a i d  "KOSTER. " 

A s h o r t  wh i l e  l a t e r  you s a i d ,  " I  know t h a t  t h e  
Americal D iv i s ion  a t tempted  t o  conduct  an i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  How 
f a r  a lonq t h e y  g o t  I d o n ' t  know, because it was o u t  of  my hands 
and I d i d n ' t  s t i c k  my nose i n t o  i t .  But t h e y  d i d  conduct  some 
t y p e  o f  an i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  " 

You went on t o  s t a t e ,  "I know t h a t  t h e  prov ince  c h i e f ,  
dolon-1 KHIEN," which you s p e l l e d  o u t ,  " i n  con junc t ion  w i t h  
Colonel  TOAN, 2d ARVN Div i s ion  commander, had a t tempted  t o  g e t  
more in fo rma t ion  t o  f i n d  o u t  what happened. When I l e f t  t h e r e ,  
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which was i n  May, a t  t h a t  t i m e  t h e y  had n o t  come up w i t h  
any th ing  on t h i s  as f a x  a s  I know, and I t h i n k  they  Bad even 
dropped it as be ing  unfounded because they  c o u l d n ' t  g e t  any 

. 

h a r d ,  f i r m  in fo rma t ion  on it. " 

md then t h e r e  goes on some q u e s t i o n i n g  caqcern ing  
where d i d  t h e  i n fo rma t ion  o r g i n a t e  i n i t i a l l y .  So you s e e m - -
M r .  14ACCRATE i n d i c a t e d  you seem q u i t e  p o s i t i v e  t hen  t h a t  t h i s  
i n fo rma t ion  had come t o  Colonel  KHIEN and t h e n  t o  Colonel  
TOAN, b u t  now you d i s a s s o c i a t e  y o u r s e l f .  

A. W e l l ,  l e t  me  say  it t h i s  way. A s  I s a i d  e a r l i e r ,  
I know t h a t  t h e  r e p o r t  by some means came back t o  u s ,  t h a t  
t h e  r e p o r t  had been i n v e s t i g a t e d  and no th ing  had been found 
t o  it. And I know it came through 2d ARVN Div i s ion  or Colonel  
KHIEN. I d o n u t  know how it came. They knew about  it. I'm 
p o s i t i v e  t hey  knew about  it. 

Q Why a r e  you s o  p o s i t i v e  now, and j u s t  a minute ago 
you c o u l d n ' t  r e c a l l  t h i s ?  

A. I t  came back through a  sou rce  and I d o n ' t  know what 
t h e  sou rce  was. 

MR MACCRATE: How can you be s u r e  t h a t  it w a s n ' t  Colonel  
HENDERSON? 

A. I c a n ' t  be  s u r e ,  s i r ,  because I d o n ' t  remeanber. 

Q Well ,  I unders tood you were s u r e  now t h a t  it came 
back through Colonel  KHIEN? 

A. W e l l ,  1'11 r e t r a c t  t h a t  s t a t emen t  because  I 'rn r e a l l y  
no t  s u r e .  The onby t h i n g  I am s u r e  about  i s  t h e  r e p o r t  d i d  come 
back ,  and t h e r e  w a s  no th ing  t o  it. 

Q W e l l  you a r e  clear t h a t  you went t o  Colonel  HENDERSON 
on one occas ion?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  

Q You're c l e a r  t h a t  was Duc Pho? 

A.  Y e s ,  s ir .  
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Q- HOW do you f i x  t h a t  v i s i t ,  t i m e ,  p l a c e ,  and 
c i rcumstances?  

A .  I c a n ' t  f i x  t h e  t ime ,  only  t h e  c i rcdmstance ,  because 
I j u s t  happened t o  remember t h a t  r e p o r t .  I know i t  was w i t h i n  a  
couple  o r  3 days when I went down t h e r e .  I c a n ' t  remember 
t h e  d a t e .  

Q That  l i t t l e  b i t  comes back t o  you c l e a r l y ,  t h a t  you 
went down and s a i d ,  "Here, I ' m  handing t h i s  t o  you,  t h i s  i s  f o r  
you t o  worry about .  I ' m  n o t  going t o  s t i c k  my nose i n t o  it any 
more." Was t h a t  your approach a t  t h a t  t ime?  

A. N o ,  s i r ,  no,  sir. I passed t h i s  on t o  Colonel  
HENDERSON simply because t h e  a l l e g a t i o n  had been made. And I 
t o l d  him t h a t  t h e s e  r e p o r t s  w e r e  u s u a l l y  very u n r e l i a b l e  because 
o f  t h e  s o u r c e ,  and I d i d n ' t  p u t  any conf idence i n  it a t  a l l .  I 
t o l d  him t h a t  t h e  r e p o r t  s a i d  t h e  people  had been k i l l e d  by 
bombing and a r t i l l e r y .  There was no i n d i c a t i o n  t o  me t h a t  any-
one had been k i l l e d  a s  anyth ing  o t h e r  t h a n  an hones t  a c t  o f  war.  
There was no massacre t h a t  I knew o f .  

Q - Why d i d  you even b o t h e r  t o  g ive  it t o  him? 

A. I thought  h e  should know about  it. It a l l e g e d  t h a t  
t h e y  k i l l e d  a l o t  of so -ca l l ed  innocent  c i v i l i a n s  o u t  t h e r e .  
Probably i f  t hey  had been k i l l e d  I assumed it had been un in ten-
t i o n a l ,  but I thought  he should  know about it. He was t h e  
b r igade  commander. 

Q And you have a clear r e c o l l e c t i o n  o f  t h i s  meeting? 
Where was it, a t  Duc Pho? 

A .  It was o u t s i d e  h i s  o f f i c e .  

Q *  Outside  h i s  o f f i c e ?  

A.  Y e s ,  s i r .  

Q. Not i n  h i s  o f f i c e ?  

A. No, s i r .  H e  was going somewhere and I caught  him 
on t h e  way ,out ,  I do remember t h a t .  
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Q Did. you g i v e  him a p i e c e  o f  paper?  

A. No, s i r ,  I d i d n ' t .  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  I had any pape r  
w i t h  me .  

Q W e l l ,  d i d  h e  make any n o t e  of  h i s  meeting you and 
g e t t i n g  t h i s  in format ion?  

A. I d o n ' t  t h i n k  so .  

Q Well, how d i d  he  know when h e  g o t  back t o  h i s  q u a r t e r s ,  
t h e  in format ion  he  had? Here you c a t c h  a man walking down a p a t h  
and you g i v e  him some informat ion  t h a t  you t h i n k  he  ought  t o  know, 
and you d o n ' t  g i v e  it t o  him i n  w r i t i n g .  H e  i s n ' t  i n  t h e  s i t u a -
t i o n  where h e  can make any n o t a t i o n  of it. You s t i l l  t h o u g h t  
t h a t  i t  was in fo rma t ion  he  ought  t o  have.  

A. I c o u l d n ' t  q u i t e  o r d e r  him t o  go i n  h i s  o f f i c e  and 
w r i t e  it down, sir.  I j u s t  assumed h e  would t a k e  it and act 
on it. a 

L-l 

Q - But it does seem l i k e  a t e r r i b l y  c a s u a l  way t o  g ive  
in fo rma t ion  t h a t  you thought  and d e s c r i b e  i n  your  t es t imony l a s t  
May a s  be ing  of s u f f i c i e n t  s e r i o u s n e s s  t h a t  you wanted t o  b r i n g  --
it t o  Colonel  HENDERSON'S a t t e n t i o n .  .x 

A. T h i s  r e p o r t  came i n  i n  a c a s u a l  manner. And t h e s e  
r e p o r t s  --

Q . ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  But you d i d  have a p i ece  o f  paper  
t h a t  you d i d n ' t  even bo the r  t o  t a k e  t o  him you t e l l  us.  

A. S i r ,  t h a t  p i e c e  o f  paper  w a s  no th ing  more than  a 
sera-tched n o t e  pad. I could h a r d l y  r ead  it myself .  

Q W e l l ,  d i d  Colonel  HENDERSON say  h e  would i n v e s t i g a t e  
i t ?  

A. y e s ,  s i r .  

(2. Well ,  how d i d  you expec t  him t o  fo l low up on t h a t  
i n v e s t i g a t i o n ?  What had you g iven  him? What l e a d s  had you 
given him t h a t  you t h o u g h t , h e  could  fo l low up on? 
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A. The on ly  t h i n g  I gave him was what I g o t  o u t  of  t h i s  
r e p o r t .  I had no th ing  more than  what t h i s  r e p o r t  s a i d .  And t h a t  
w a s n ' t  t o o  e x a c t ,  even. 

Q *  Was i t  subsequent  t o  t h a t  t i m e  o r  p r i o r  t o  t h a t  t i m e  
t h a t  you l e a r n e d  t h a t  t h e  Americal D iv i s ion  was looking  i n t o  t h i s ?  

A. I t  had t o  be subsequent  t o  t h a t  t i m e ,  because I d i d n ' t  
know t h a t  t h e  Americal D iv i s ion  i t s e l f  looked i n t o  it. I assumed 
Colonel  HENDERSON looked i n t o  it. I d i d n ' t  know t h a t  America1 
~ i v i s i o n ,a s  a d i v i s i o n ,  was looking i n t o  t h i s .  I assumed Colonel  
HENDERSON looked i n t o  it h imse l f .  

Q When d i d  you speak w i t h  Colonel  TOAN about  h i s  
p a s s i n g  t h e  i n fo rma t ion  t o  General  KOSTER? 

A .  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  I e v e r  d i s c u s s e d  it a t  a l l  w i th  
Colonel  TOAN. I never  d i scus sed  it w i t h  Colonel  TOAN. H e  was 
2d ARVN Div i s ion  commander and I w a s  complete ly  removed from him. 

Q . You have no i d e a  today what t h e  b a s i s  f o r  your  
s t a t emen t  l a s t  May was. 

A. No, s i r .  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  now, o t h e r  t h a n  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  
I must have remembered something about t h e  f i n a l  r e p o r t  i n  some 
way coming i n ,  and t h a t  it had been looked i n t o  and t h e r e  was 
no th ing  t o  it. 

10: Colonel  GUINN, e a r l i e r  i n  t h e  h e a r i n g  you were asked 
if you had t a l k e d  t o  anybody s i h c e  t h i s  i n fo rma t ion  had broken 
in t h e  news and your response was t h a t  you had been given per -
miss ion t o  p rov ide  an i n t e r v i e w  o r  in format ion  t o  a newspaper. 

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  

Q Q u e s t i o n i n g  went on t o  say  had you t a l k e d  t o  
mybody e l s e  and you i n d i c a t e d ,  "No." 

A. None o f  t h e  p r i n c i p a l s ,  sir, I h a v e n ' t .  I t ' s  been 
d i scussed .  What I mean, I h a v e n r t  d i s c u s s e d  t h i s  i n  o f f i c i a l  
terms, wi th  p r i n c i p a l s .  I ' ve  tried t o  avoid  i t ,  b u t  I c a n ' t  
avoid d i s c u s s i n g  it when people  come up and a sk  me q u e s t i o n s ,  
because I was t h e r e .  
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Q Can you give us a b r i e f  of what you t o l d  t h e  
newspapers and what was p r i n t e d  i n  the newspapers? 

A. I t  was M r .  BRAESTRUP who was t h e  r e p o r t e r  of The 
washington Pos t .  He c a l l e d  me one af ternoon and asked m z f  
I would make a  s ta tement .  H e  s a i d  he c a l l e d  t h e  P I 0  peop le ,  
and I c a l l e d  them and they  s a i d  they c lea red  him, and I t o l d  
him --
Q ( In te rpos ing)  When was t h i s  now? 

A. About 2 weeks ago. I t o l d  him what t h e  genera l  s i t -
ua t ion  was i n  t h e  area .  This is  one t h i n g  he wanted t o  know. 
I t o l d  him what I knew from having been t h e r e  a s  adv i so r ,  enemy 
s i t u a t i o n ,  f r i e n d l y  s i t u a t i o n ,  so  f o r t h .  And I t o l d  him gene-
r a l l y  what I have t o l d  you, t h a t  I d id  rece ive  a  r e p o r t ,  which 
was passed on t o  Colonel HENDERSON, and t h a t ' s  about what I 
t o l d  him. 

Q - What e l s e  d i d  you t e l l  him about your r epor t .  

S i r ,  I c a n ' t  r e c a l l .  0A. C3 
c-9 

Q You say t h a t  above and beyond t h a t  though, t h a t  
you have t a l k e d  t o  no one, any of t h e  p r i n c i p a l s ?  

',- - J 

!X 
A. I did.  I t a l k e d  t o  Colonel HENDERSON. Colonel 
HENDERSON asked me, I remember he c a l l e d  me one day and asked 
me, when I gave him t h a t  r e p o r t ,  when I came down t o  see him. 
Now t h i s  was, I d o n ' t  remember when it was, b u t  .I do remember 
I t a lked  t o  him and he asked m e .  That was a l l  I s a i d  t o  him, 
that 1 had come t o  Duc Pho and passed t h i s  information on t o  
him. I d i d  say t h a t  t o  him. 

Q What e l s e  d i d  you t e l l  him? 

A. S i r ,  t h e  only t h i n g  t h a t  1 can remember I t o l d  him 
i s  what genera l ly  t h e  r e p o r t  cons i s t ed  o f ,  and t h a t ' s  a l l  I 
remember. It was a very b r i e f  te lephone conversa t ion .  O h ,  I 
saw General KOSTER a t  d inner  a t  West Po in t ,  some 3 o r  4 
weelcs ago, and j u s t  spoke t o  him, and he s a i d  something t o  t h e  
e f f e c t  t h a t  t h i s  t h i n g  was.under i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  and I s a i d ,  
" Y e s ,  I know i t ' s  under i n v e s t i g a t i o n , "  and t h a t ' s  about a l l  I 
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A. S i r  I t r y .  I have t r i e d  e v e r  s i n c e  this t h i n g  
opened b u t  i t ' s  imposs ib le  f o r  m e  t o  r e c a l l  s p e c i f i c  d e t a i l s  
on t h i s  t h i n g .  

Q Yes. 

A. 1'11 do t h e  b e s t  I can.  I ' v e  been t r y i n g  f o r  
s e v e r a l  weeks t o  p u t  it t o g e t h e r .  

Q - W e l l ,  you can probably s t r a i g h t e n  o u t  t h i s  
conve r sa t ion  which has  only  t aken  p l a c e  a few days ago 
i n  your  mind. 

A.  With Colonel  HENDERSON, s i r ?  
f 

Q Y e s .  

A. I t h i n k  I can s t r a i g h t e n  t h i s  conve r sa t ion  o u t .  I 
had f o r g o t t e n  about it. H e  c a l l e d  m e  and asked m e  -- I w a s n ' t  
t h e r e  -- and asked me i f  I would c a l l .  Someone s a i d  t h a t  Colonel  
HENDERSON wants you t o  c a l l .  H e  asked m e ,  he  s a i d  h e  had r ead  
t h i s  item i n  t h e  P o s t ,  and he  s a i d ,  "I d o n ' t  remember your g i v i n g  
m e  a r e p o r t . "  And a t  t h a t  t ime I s a i d ,  "Well,  I came down t o  s e e  
you t h e r e  a couple days after I rece ived  t h e  report and gave it 
t o  you v e r b a l l y . "  I know I d i d n ' t  g i v e  him anyth ing  i n  w r i t i n g  
because I d i d n ' t  have anyth ing  i n  w r i t i n g  e x c e p t  t h a t  hand-
w r i t t e n  n o t e  t h a t  I r ece ived .  So he  d i d  n o t  r e c e i v e  any 
formal  r e p o r t  from me. It was v e r b a l .  

52. W e l l ,  what do you mean then  i n  your  conversa-
t i o n  w i t h  Colonel  HENDERSON where you s a y  it was r e p o r t e d  t h a t  
over a t l~ousandc i v i l i a n s  had been k i l l e d  i n  t h e  My L a i  a r e a ,  
t h a t  "I  c a r r i e d  t h a t  down t o  Duc Pho and handed it  t o  you"? 

A. No, I d o n ' t  t h i n k  I s a i d ,  "handed i t , "  because I 
d i d n ' t  have anyth ing  t o  hand. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  handing Colonel  
HENDERSON any r e p o r t ,  p i e c e  of p a p e r ,  o r  any th ing .  

Q . W e l l ,  v e ' r e  hung up a l i t t l e  b i t  on t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  
p i n k ,  and w e ' r e  a l s o  hung up on t h i s  o t h e r  p o i n t  w e  were d i s -
cussing h e r e ,  w i t h  r e s p e c t  t o  your  tes t imony b e f o r e  Colonel  
MILS ON . 
A. Y e s ,  s i r .  
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(COL MILLER e n t e r e d  t h e  hear ing .  ) 

Q. in May, w i t h  r e s p e c t  t o  Colonel K H I E N ,  Colonel 
and t h e i r  knowledge of t h e  i n c i d e n t  o r  a t  l e a s t  a l s o  checking 
i n t o  it f o r  a d d i t i o n a l  informat ion ,  you d o n ' t  seem t o  r e c a l l  
a t  t h e  p resen t  t ime,  although you c e r t a i n l y  appeared very affir-
mative i n  t h e  month of May. So r a t h e r  than  go i n t o  d e t a i l  a t  
t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  t i m e ,  I would l i k e  to r e c e s s  t o  g i v e  you t h e  
t o  r e f r e s h  your memory. 

A.  Well, I ' l l  t r y ,  s i r ,  b u t  I d o n ' t  know whether I can  
do any b e t t e r  t h a n  what I have done so f a r .  

Q Would you have any guidance t o  o f f e r ,  Colonel 
MILLER? 

COL MILLER: Yes, sir.  E a r l i e r  i n  the hear ing  you were advise3 
wi th  r e s p e c t  t o  not  d i scuss ing  t h i s  and you a r e  d i r e c t e d  n o t  t o  dis-
cuss t h i s  e i t h e r  d i r e c t l y  o r  i n d i r e c t l y  through o t h e r s  wi th  any 
people who were o r  might be wi tnesses ,  who have,  t o  your know-
ledge ,  knowledge about t h e  My Lai i n c i d e n t .  A t  t h e  moment w e  
a r e  d i scuss ing  t h e  t ime between now and when you a r e  next  c a l l e d  
a s  a wi tness .  Of course ,  t h e  same th ing  w i l l  go on. The CO 
essence of it is d o n ' t  d i scuss  t h i s  wi th  anybody. P-3 

R i g h t ,  y e s ,  sir. 

I0 2 We'll  r ecess  u n t i l 0 8 3 0  tomorrowmorning. We'l l  . 

te l .1  yoc when we want you back. 

A.  y e s ,  s ir .  

(The hea r ing  recessed a t  1826  hours ,  17 December . 
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(The h e a r i n g  convened a t  1345 hour s ,  19 
December 1 9 6 9 .  ) 

I0: The h e a r i n g  w i l l  come t o  o r d e r .  

RCDR: The fo l lowing  named persons  a r e  p r e s e n t :  LTG PEERS, 
MR MACCRATE, COL MILLER, COL WILSON, and M A J  LYNN. 

S i r ,  t h e  n e x t  w i t n e s s  is  L ieu tenan t  Colonel  G U I N N ,  
who i s  be ing  r e c a l l e d .  

(LTC G U I N N ,  p r ev ious ly  sworn, was reminded t h a t  
he remained under o a t h ,  and t e s t i f i e d  a s  fo l lows : )  

I0 : Colonel  G U I N N ,  i f  you r e c a l l ,  when w e  r e c e s s e d  
du r ing  your l a s t  appearance w e  w e r e  a t  tha t  t ime d i s c u s s i n g  
the d a t a  which you had provided t h e  i n s p e c t o r  g e n e r a l  con-
cerning t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e  prov ince  c h i e f ,  Colonel  K H I E N ,  and 
Colonel  TOAN had a t tempted t o  g e t  i n fo rma t ion  t o  f i n d  o u t  
what happened, and t h e r e  was a l s o  something concerning t h e  
~mer i ca lDiv is ion  a t tempt ing  t o  conduct  an i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  
A t  t h a t  t i m e  you i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  you had no r e c o l l e c t i o n  o f  
ever having  made a s t a t emen t  of  t h i s  a t  a l l .  W e  r eces sed  
t o  give you some t i m e  t o  r e f r e s h  your  memory, t o  f i n d  o u t  
e x a c t l y  what had t r a n s p i r e d .  

A.  S i r ,  I made some n o t e s  and t h i s  concerns  d i s c u s s i o n s  
I have had wi th  t h r e e  d i f f e r e n t  people  I ' d  l i k e  t o  b r i n g  o u t .  
Colonel  GAVIN c a l l e d  me 3 ,  maybe 4 weeks ago when he  
found I was i n  t h e  a r e a .  H e  d idn '  t know where I was and I d idn  't 
know where he  was. He ca lked  and i n v i t e d  my wi fe  and me up t o  
h i s  house. A t  t h a t  t ime I asked him i f  he  remembered anyth ing  
about t h i s  s i t u a t i o n  and h e  s a i d ,  "No," and t h a t  ended t h a t  
d i s c u s s i o n  t h e r e .  I a l s o  had a c a l l  a  couple  weeks ago from 
a Major HACKING who a t  t h a t  t i m e  du r ing  t h a t  i n c i d e n t ,  I b e l i e v e ,  
w a s  the RF/PF a d v i s o r .  H e  I s  now on du ty  a t  CONARC, and h e  j u s t  
c a l l e d  up t o  pas s  t h e  t ime of  day and asked me what was going 
on.  I asked h i m  i f  h e  knew anyth ing  about  t h e  i n c i d e n t  and 
he said he d i d n ' t ,  he  c o u l d n ' t  -- h e  w a s n ' t  r e a l l y  i n  a  p o s i t i o n  
t o  know anyth ing  about  it. I was j u s t  a sk ing  him i f  he knew 
anything about  i t .  About 2 weeks ago I had a c a l l  from a  
former l i e u t e n a n t  who i s  now o u t  of t h e  Amy by t h e  name of 
FROSCH, F-R-0-S-C-13, f i r s t  name of  Frank. H e  works f o r  one 
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of t h e  w i r e  s e r v i c e s .  H e ' s  a r e p o r t e r ,  and he's '  w r i t i n g  a book. 
H e  was one of t h e  i n t e l l i g e n c e  advisors  a t  t h a t  t i m e .  He c a l l e d  
m e  t o  r e f r e s h  h i s  memory on Quang Ngai i n  g e n e r a l ,  t o  s e e  i f  
h i s  r e c o l l e c t i o n  was t h e  same a s  mine and s o  f o r t h .  He r e a l l y  
d i d n ' t  c a l l  about t h e  i n c i d e n t  because he had a l l  t h e  information 
he wanted on t h a t ,  b u t  he reminded me of something t h a t  I had 
f o r g o t t e n  completely. I s e e  t h e  map is  down. That was t h e  
l o c a t i o n  of t h e  48th B a t t a l i o n .  When I t a l k e d  t o  t h e  I G  
I made them a map. I d o n ' t  know whether you have t h a t  o r  
n o t ,  and a t  t h a t  time I made a ske tch  and I b e l i e v e  I showed 
the 48th B a t t a l i o n  as  be ing  --
Q ( ~ n t e r p o s i n g )  W e  have a map h e r e  w e  can use. 

A. Yes, sir.  A s  being i n  t h e  Batangan Peninsula  a rea .  
Lieutenant  FROSCH reminded me t h a t  our i n t e l l i g e n c e  a t  t h a t  t h e  
was c a r r i n g  t h e  48th B a t t a l i o n  back i n  t h e  mountains. Again, 
t h i s  was r i g h t  a f t e r  t h e  T e t  o f fens ive .  The 4 8 t h  B a t t a l i o n  had 
been h i t  awfully hard  j u s t  nor th  of  t h e  r i v e r ,  nor th  of Quang 
Ngai City.  When I say our  i n t e l l i g e n c e ,  I ' m  speaking of the 
sec to r -p rov inc ia l  i n t e l l i g e n c e .  It c a r r i e d  t h e  48th B a t t a l i o n  
i n  t h e  mountains t o  t h e  west ( i n d i c a t i n g  on t h e  wal l  map) of  
north-south g r i d  square 5 0 ,  t h a t  f a r  back. 

Q. 30 o r  40 k i lometers  west then? 

A. Yes, s i r .  And he reminded me of t h a t .  I had corn-
p l e t e i y  fo rgo t t en  t h a t .  But t h a t  was r e a l l y  t h e  only thing he 
d i d  h e l p  me o u t  on, t h a t .  But t h a t  was a p o i n t ,  and I t h i n k  the 
o t h e r  day, a couple weeks ago before  General STILWELL appeared 
before  the  House o r  Senate  Armed Services  Committee--I d o n ' t  
remember which one i t  was he  appeared before--he had s e v e r a l  
of the Quang Ngai people o r  people who w e r e  f a m i l i a r  wi th  t h a t  
a r e a  i n  h i s  o f f i c e .  A t  t h a t  t ime I drew another  map, I b e l i e v e ,  
for them. I t h ink  a t  t h a t  time I a l s o  drew t h e  48th B a t t a l i o n  
i n  the  Cape Batangan v i c i n i t y .  Again, our  i n t e l l i g e n c e  i n d i -
ca ted  t h a t  it was t o  t h e  w e s t  and t h e  America1 Divis ion was 
ca r ry ing  it i n  t h e  Batanqan a r e a ,  s o  t h e r e  was a d i f f e r e n c e  
i n  o u r  two i n t e l l i g e n c e  r e p o r t s .  S i r ,  could I s e e  t h e  document 
t h a t  you showed me yesterday? That was t h e  l e t t e r  from Colonel 
L H I P I  concerning t h e  i n c i d e n t .  

Q .  Colonel KHIEN? 
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A. Could I s e e  t h a t  a g a i n ,  s i r ?  

Q I t h i n k  you are  r e f e r r i n g  t o  t h i s  l e t t e r  from 
L ieu tenan t  TAN t o  Co1o:lel KHIEN? 

A .  Yes, s i r ,  t h a t ' s  t h e  one. I 've  s e e n  t h a t  and t h a t  
was the l e t t e r  I saw i n  General  STILWELL's o f f i c e .  I j u s t  
wanted t o  r ead  t h i s  and s e e  i f  i t , i f  I had seen  t h i s  t h i n g  
b e f o r e ,  and I know I s a w  it t h a t  day. I t h i n k  i t ' s  t h e  same 
one.  I ' m  j u s t  t r y i n g  t o  r e f r e s h  my memory i f  I have e v e r  s e e n  
t h i s .  O f  cou r se ,  t h i s  i s  a good t r a n s l a t i o n  and it would be 
v e r y  d i f f e r e n t  from t h e  t r a n s l a t i o n  t h a t  w e  g o t .  I ' m  j u s t  
t r y i n g  t o  remember i f  I have e v e r  s e e n  t h i s  b e f o r e ,  and the 
only  t ime  I can e v e r  remember s e e i n g  t h i s  i s  when I saw it 
i n  General  STILWELL's office t h e  o t h e r  day. 

Q How r e c e n t l y  has t h i s  been? 

A. This  was about 2 weeks ago,  s i r ,  b e f o r e  General  
STILmLL and,  I t h i n k ,  M r .  RESOR appeared b e f o r e  t h e  Sena te  
and,  I b e l i e v e ,  House Armed S e r v i c e s  Conunittee. H e  had s e v e r a l  
of  us i n  to d i s c u s s  Quang Ngai i n  g e n e r a l  because he  thought  
i t  might  r e f r e s h  h i s  memory. I ' m  j u s t  t r y i n g  t o  remember 
i f  I had e v e r  s een  t h i s  and I d o n ' t  t h i n k  s o ,  o t h e r  t h a n  t h a t  
t ime.  I 'm t r y i n g  t o  de te rmine  i n  my own mind i f  t h i s  was t h e  
r e p o r t  t h a t  r r ~ i g h thave come in t o  ne w i t ? i ,  of  course, an en-
tirely d i f f e r e n t  t r a n s l a t i o n  on i t ,  and I c a n ' t  match t h e  two. 
O f  cou r se ,  I d o n ' t  r ead  any Vietnamese a t  a l l .  No, s i r ,  I 
can't. Now as f a r  a s  what I s a i d  w i t h  t h e  I G ,  obv ious ly  I 
s a i d  i t  o r  it wou ldn ' t  be down t h e r e .  But I have been t r y i n g  
t o  de te rmine  i n  m y  own mind why I s a i d  t h a t  I knew t h i s  was 
under i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  And I c a n ' t  do it because I can n o t  re-
c a l l  ever d i s c u s s i n g  t h i s  w i t h  Colonel  KHIEN.  I c a n ' t  r e c a l l  
eve r  d i s c u s s i n g  i t  wi th  General  TOAN. And c e r t a i n l y  n o t  w i t h  
General  KDSTER,  because I ve ry  r a r e l y  s a w  General  KOSTER. I'm 
t r y i n g  t o  recall  i f  and when I e v e r  d i s c u s s e d  t h i s  w i t h  
Colonel HENDERSON excep t  t h e  f i r s t  t ime t h a t  I i n d i c a t e d  I 
t a l k e d  t o  him about  i t .  And I c a n ' t  r e c a l l  any t i m e  t h a t  I 
e v e r  d i s c u s s e d  it aga in  with Colonel  HENDERSON. I c a n ' t  re-
c a l l  e v e r  hav ing  d i scussed  i t  w i t h  General  YOUNG. General  
YOUNG was down -- I d o n ' t  know w i t h  what f requency he  came 
down t o  v i s i t  w i th  M r .  MAY. Usual ly  when he  came down the 
subject was : "What can we  do f o r  you i n  t h e  way of l o g i s t i c a l  
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support  and t h i s  s o r t  of th ing?"  Of course,  dur ing  t h e s e  
d iscuss ions  many t h i n g s  were d iscussed ,  b u t  I d o n ' t  rem&mber 
t h i s  s u b j e c t  eves coming up. I d o n ' t  even remember eve r  d i s -
cuss ing  it with M r .  MAY, t h e  province s e n i o r  advisor .  I c a n ' t  
r e c a l l  when I was p r e s e n t  with any of these  i n d i v i d u a l s  when 
t h e  s u b j e c t  was d iscussed .  I ' m  a l s o  t r y i n g  t o  remember i f  I 
e v e r  discussed it w i t h  Colonel HUTTER, t h e  d i v i s i o n  advisor  
I th ink  he was. I t h i n k  it was Colonel HUTTER. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  
d iscuss ing  it wi th  him. 

Q Colonel H-U-T-T-E-R? 

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q Do you remember h i s  f i r s t  name? 

A. Dean HUTTER, I b e l i e v e .  Something l i k e  t h a t .  That 
sounds r i g h t .  I'm t r y i n g  a l s o  t o  determine i n  my own mind i f  
what I t a l k e d  about wi th  t h e  I G  and what has  s i n c e  come t o  

C3l i g h t  were r e a l l y  i n  my own mind t h e  same i n c i d e n t .  Because CD 
a t  t h a t  time I was n o t  aware and I r e a l l y  d o n ' t  t h i n k  I was ~3 
e v e r  aware t h a t  any i n c i d e n t  of t h i s  type ,  and I ' m  speaking 
of a massacre,  had taken p lace .  The only i n c i d e n t  t h a t  I can -
r e c a l l  is  t h e  one t h a t  I t a l k e d  t o  Colonel HENDERSON about , , 

,x
on t h a t  one occasion.  Somewhere i n  t h e  back of my mind we 
hea rd ,  and I s t i l l  c a n ' t  r e c a l l  when, where, or how, t h a t  
t h i s  i n c i d e n t ,  and I ' m  n o t  s u r e  now which i n c i d e n t  w e  a r e  
referring t o ,  hed been I n v e s t i q a t e d ,  and sir, that's t h e  
b e s t  I can r e c a l l .  

Q - Do we have a c lean  copy of Colonel G U I N N ' s  t e s -
timony? To r e f r e s h  your memory of what t r a n s p i r e d  between 
yourse l f  and t h e  i n t e r r o g a t o r ,  s t a r t  a t  t h e  bottom of page 
5 3 6  ( I G  r e p o r t  testimony) . 

536, s i r ?  Oh, y e s ,  sir.  

Q Go through t h e  next  two pages. 

A. A l l  r i g h t ,  s ir .  Yes, s ir ,  I ' v e  gone through t h i s .  

Q 537 and 5 3 8 ?  

A.  Yes, s i r .  
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from t h e  d i s t r i c t  c h i e f .  I t  could be t h e  same one, b u t  the 
t r a n s l a t i o n s  are s o  d i f f e r e n t  t h a t ' I  would never be a b l e  t o  
marry t h e  two up. 

Q Do you r e c a l l  when you went t o  s e e  Colonel 
HENDERSON? 

A. No, sir, I don ' t .  Because I d o n ' t  remember when 
t h e  message came i n .  Now t h i s  one i s  da ted  28  March I 
assume. I d o n ' t  know, I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  t h e  d a t e .  

Q Had you m e t  Colonel HENDERSON before  t h e  t i m e  
you went t o  s e e  him? 

A. Y e s ,  sir.  I m e t  Colonel HENDERSON. I had been 
down t h e r e  be fo re  and had lunch wi th  Colonel HENDERSON one 
time with Mr. MAY, yhen the o t h e r  br igade  commander w a s  i n  
command and Colonel HENDERSON was t h e  deputy. I 've 
f o r g o t t e n  who it was, Br igad ie r  General-- 0 

P-
Q =  ( In te rpos ing)  LIPSCOMB? C": 

A. LIPSCOMB, yes ,  s i r .  Genera l  LEPSCOMB was i n  T I  

command. M r .  MAY and I w e n t  down and had lunch wi th  them :'.i 
one day and t h a t  w a s  t2te f i r s t  time I t h i n k  I e v e r  met 
Colonel HENDERSON. I d o n ' t  remember ever  meeting him 
f ron  t h e  time w e  had lunch on thzt occasion u n t i l  t h i s  
p a r t i c u l a r  occasion.  I d o n ' t  remember, I t h i n k  Colonel 
RENDERSON was up t o  s e e  t h e  province ch ie f  sometime a f t e r  
he took command. This was customary, f o r  a l l  new comman-
ders  t o  come i n  and pay r e s p e c t s  t o  t h e  province c h i e f ,  
and I th ink  he was up t o  see Colonel KHIEN.  When he was 
u p  t o  s e e  Colonel K H I E N ,  I c a n ' t  r e c a l l  t h a t .  I j u s t  
have a f a i n t  r e c o l l e c t i o n  of Colonel HENDERSON coming 
up t o  s e e  Colonel KHIEN.  

Q . Do you r e c a l l  Colonel HENDERSON ever  coming up 
and in terv iewing you f o r  a prospect ive  assignment t o  t h e  
11th Brigade? 

A. NO,  sir .  

(2 - Did you e v e r  go down t o  see.  him? 
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A. Yes, sir.  

Q. For t h a t ?  

A. Not f o r  an in terv iew,  no, s i r .  I was never 
interviewed.  

Q Did anybody i n  t h e  America1 Divis ion s e e  you
before  you were assigned t o  t h e  d i v i s i o n ?  

A. Yes, s i r .  I knew General KOSTER and General  
YOUNG. I .knew them, bu t  t h e r e  was no in te rv iew per  se. 

Q Yes, b u t  d i d  anybody come up t o  s e e  you t o  f i n d  
o u t ,  t o  s i z e  you up s o  t o  speak? 

A. No, s i r ,  n o t  t o  my knowledge. I d o n ' t  remember it. 
Through a s s o c i a t i o n  t h e r e  f o r  t h e  s e v e r a l  months, I had got-
t en  t o  know General KOSTER. H e  knew who I was a t  l e a s t .  I 
had g o t t e n  t o  know General YOUNG because,  a s  I s a i d ,  he came 
down, I don' t know with what frequency, maybe once a week, 
maybe a couple times a month, I d o n ' t  remember. I had 
g o t t e n  t o  know General GALLONAY, of course.  I knew General 
GALLOWAY b e f o r e ,  when he was G 3  of V Corps. H e  d i d n ' t  come 
dcv?~,tco c f t e n .  General YOYNG was u s u a l l y  +&e r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  
t h a t  came down t o  v i s i t ,  b u t  t h e r e  was no in te rv iew wi th  me. 

Q Rela t ing  back t o  your d e l i v e r y  of  this information 
t o  Colonel HENDERSON, w e  were d i scuss ing  be fo re  whether you 
had given him a p iece  of paper o r  whether it was t r a n s f e r r e d  
v e r b a l l y  t o  him. Although t h e r e  i s  a p o s s i b i l i t y  t h a t  a 
p iece  of  paper had been handled i n  t h e  t r a n s a c t i o n ,  t h e  best 
of your r e c o l l e c t i o n  was t h a t  i t  had been passed on v e r b a l l y ?  

A .  Y e s ,  s i r .  ' 

9. O r  o r a l l y .  We discussed t h i s  wi th  Colonel HENDERSON 
who had read t h i s  i tem t h a t  came o u t  i n  t h e  newspaper i n  which 
you were quoted, and ev iden t ly  based upon t h e  telephone c a l l  
between Colonel HENDERSON and y o u r s e l f .  

A. Yes, s i r .  
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Q . Colone l  HENDERSON i n d i c a t e d  i n  h i s  most r e c e n t  
tes t imony t h a t  h e  does n o t  r e c a l l  e v e r  having had any 
in fo rma t ion  such  as this d e l i v e r e d  t o  him a t  any t ime.  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  W e l l ,  I c a n ' t  e x p l a i n  t h a t ,  s ir .  

Q 'The impres s ion  t h a t  I ga ined  from your  p rev ious
d i s c u s s i o n  w a s  t h a t  this w a s  a few days a f t e r  t h e  1 6 t h  o f  
March ? 

A. Y e s ,  s i x .  I t  had t o  be  a few days because this 
s o u r c e  of i n fo rma t ion  w a s n ' t  t h a t  respons ive .  I know it 
c o u l d n ' t  have been,  w e l l  d o n ' t  let m e  say  I know, I d o n ' t  
t h i n k  it could  have been r e spons ive  enough t h a t  it would have 
been the n e x t  day or w i t h i n  hours .  I d o n ' t  know how long.  

Q. Can you a s s o c i a t e  your  v i s i t  t o  Duc Pho w i t h  
Colonel  HENDERSON w i t h  your  subsequent  t r a n s f e r  t o  t h e  
b r igade?  

A,  I n  what r e s p e c t ,  s i r ?  

Q.  I n  terms of  t i m e ,  yes?  

A. No, s ir .  This  w a s  s o m e t i m e  b e f o r e  I had 
t r a n s f e r r e d  t o  America1 Div is ion .  

Q .  A s  I r e c a l l ,  you i n d i c a t e d  you took  o v e r  t h e  
b a t t a l i o n  on t h e  4th of  J u l y ?  

Fourth  of J u l y ,  y e s ,  sir. 

Q. Could t h i s  have been as l a t e  a s  A p r i l ,  May? 

A. I d o n ' t  t h i n k  s o ,  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  so .  I l e f t  i n  
May and I w a s  gone a l l  du r ing  the month of  June  on l e a v e  
and I g o t  back i n  count ry  i n  the l a t t e r  p a r t  of June.  I 
d o n ' t  remember t h e  day I l e f t  country .  I t  w a s  e i t h e r  e a r l y  
May o r  l a te  A p r i l ;  it might  have been A p r i l  when I a c t u a l l y  
l e f t  country  on my 30-day e x t e n s i o n  leave .  

Q. Well,  i f  you went f o r  30 days ,  you wou ldn ' t  be 
gone f o r  60 days though,  would you? You wou ldn ' t  be gone 
through t h e  e n t i r e  months of May And June? 
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A. Right,  sir. I was gone through t h e  e n t i r e  month 
of June. I'm s o r r y ,  s ir ,  i t  was sometime during May t h a t  
I l e f t .  I th ink  the l a t t e r  p a r t  of May. A l l  t h e  t r a v e l  time 
considered,  I was home a f u l l  30 days.  So t h a t  would have 
been March and A p r i l ,  say from t h e  middle p a r t  of March a t  
l e a s t ,  the full month of 2Ipri.1, and then  sometime up i n  May 
t h a t  I was t h e r e  a f t e r  t h i s  i n c i d e n t  took p lace .  I d o n ' t  
th ink  it  was t h a t  l a t e ,  I r e a l l y  t h i n k  it  was a m a t t e r  of 
days. I c a n ' t  remember how many days because I d o n ' t  
remen-ber t h e  da tes  a t  a l l .  

Q Do you remember t h e  circumstances under which 
you passed t h i s  information t o  him? 

I 

A. Yes, sir .  I ' l l  r e c a l l  it a s  b e s t  I poss ib ly  
can. A s  I remember, I met Colonel HENDERSON when he was 
on h i s  way somewhere. H e  was i n  a hur ry  and he  was s tand-
ing  ou t s ide  his l i t t l e  o f f i c e .  I caught him t h e r e  and 
j u s t  passed this on t o  him a t  t h a t  t ime,  b u t  it was out-
s i d e  the o f f i c e .  It was n o t  i n s i d e .  I t h i n k  he was on 
h i s  way t o  h i s  h e l i c o p t e r ,  b u t  I ' m  n o t  s u r e  where he 
was going. 

Q. Was h i s  l e g  i n  a c a s t  a t  t h a t  t ime? 

A. I believe it was. I saw Colonel HENDERSON a 
couple of t imes with h i s  l e g  i n  a c a s t ,  and I d o n ' t  remember, 
b u t  I b e l i e v e  it was. I t h i n k ,  I s a i d  e a r l i e r ,  I th ink  
Colonel HENDERSON came up ko s e e  Colonel K H I E N ,  and I 
be l i eve  when he came up t o  s e e  Colonel K H I E N  h i s  l e g  was 
i n  a c a s t .  But I c a n ' t  r e c a l l  t h e  d a t e .  

Q- Do you r e c a l l  h i m  being on cru tches?  

A. No, sir. I don" th ink  he was us ing  c ru tches .  
H e  had a walking c a s t  on ,  I be l i eve .  

MR MACCRATE: Colonel GUINN, you i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  when you 
de l ive red  th i s  in£ormation t o  Colonel HENDERSON, you 
i n d i c a t e d  that t h e r e  were d i sc repanc ies  i n  i t .  

A. Y e s ,  sir. 
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Q This hear ing  w i l l  be i n  s e s s i o n  f o r  some time. 
AII~ it is conceivable t h a t  a s  time passes  and you t h i n k  
of these  t h i n g s ,  some cf t h e s e  even t s  might s o r t  themselves 
out .  Accordingly, if they e v e r  do, we  would l i k e  you t o  
reappear  before  t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  t o  make them known. 

A. Y e s ,  sir.  

Q Any f a c t s ,  any documents t h a t  you might have, o r  
any m a t e r i a l s  o r  anything,  we'd be a p p r e c i a t i v e  of  having. 

A, Yes, sir.  I have no documents. I d i d n t ' t  keep 
anything . 
Q Before we r e c e s s ,  do you have anything,  a d d i t i o n a l  
f a c t s  t h a t  you would l i k e  t o  b r i n g  t o  t h e  a t t e n t i o n  of t h i s  
i n v e s t i g a t i o n ?  

A.  No, sir. The only thing I can say i s  t h a t  I was 
n o t  aware, and I d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  any member of t h e  p r o v i n c i a l  
team was aware, of any a t r o c i t y  t a k i n g  p lace  i n  t h i s  a rea .  
I d o n ' t  know of anyone t h a t  was and I ' m  speaking now of 
a t r o c i t y .  I ' m  not  speaking of the i n c i d e n t  t h a t  I t a lked  
t o  Colonel HENDERSON about--pure and simple a t r o c i t y  of  
L i e u t e n a n t  CALLEY, C/1/2C. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  anything of this 
n a t u r e  had taken p lace .  

MR MACCRATE : What do you understand t o  be t h e  d i f f e r e n c e  
between what you descr ibe  as a t r o c i t y  and what you w e r e  
s e 2 o r t i n g  t o  Colonel HENDERSON? Now a r e  w e  j u s t  playing 
here w i t h  d e f i n i t i o n s .  What were t h e  f a c t s  t h a t  underlay 
+he message you were de l ive r ing?  Now you had ques t ions  
as t o  those f a c t s ?  What was the information you were 
providing? 

A. S i r ,  t h e  message t h a t  I remember i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  
the people had been k i l l e d  by bombing and a r t i l l e r y .  

51 . So what you a r e  d i s t i n g u i s h i n g  is t h e  way i n  
which the people were k i l l e d ?  

A .  Yes, sir.  
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Q .  You w e r e  d e l i v e r i n g  a message t h a t  t h e r e  were 
l a r g e  c i v i l i a n  c a s u a l t i e s  and you de l ive red  t h i s  message, 
b u t  added t o  t h a t  was t h e  s ta tement  t h a t  they  had been 
l t i l l e d  by bombing and a r t i l l e r y .  

A. Yes, sir. This i s  t h e  way t h e  message read .  

Q So t h a t  you ' r e  simply d i s t i n g u i s h i n g  t h e  manner 
i n  which they  were k i l l e d ?  

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q ~ o tt h e  f a c t  of a large wholesale k i l l i n g  of 
c i v i l i a n s ?  

A. Yes, sir. P lus ,  as I s a i d ,  I d i d n ' t  b e l i e v e  
i t  because the a r e a  t h a t  t h i s  indicated-- there w e r e  no-
where nea r  t h a t  many people i n  t h a t  immediate area--at 
l e a s t  our r e p o r t s  d i d n ' t  i n d i c a t e  they  were i n  t h e r e .  

Q. Well, you were aware, were you n o t ,  t h a t  t h e  
k i l l i n g  of c i v i l i a n s  by whatever m i l i t a r y  means present -
ed  c e r t a i n  requirements of r e p o r t  a s  f a r  a s  MACV was 
concerned? 

A. Well, i n  t h i s  case I d i d n ' t  f e e l  t h a t  t h e  in -
c i d e n t  had a c t u a l l y  taken p lace .  I th ink  t h e r e  was a 
difEei-efice, &ere i s  a d i f f e r e n c e ,  between u n i n t e n t i o n a l  
bombing i f  it would have taken p l a c e ,  u n i n t e n t i o n a l  a i r  
s t r i k e s  o r  a r t i l l e r y ,  and I knew they were very c a r e f u l  
about where they  put  a i r  s t r i k e s  and a r t i l l e r y .  
That j u s t  d i d n ' t  match up. 

Q What i n f o m a t i o n  d i d  you have t h a t  suggested
i n  any way t h a t  t h e  a r t i l l e r y  f i r e  had been u n i n t e n t i o n a l ?  

A. None. 

Q Wasn't t h e r e  a s t and ing  requirement f o r  r e p o r t i n g
of a r t i l l e r y  i n c i d e n t s ?  

,I. No, s ir .  This d i d n ' t  s t r i k e  me as be ing  an 
i n c i d e n t  t h a t  would have c a l l e d  f o r  any r e p o r t  through our  
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channels.  S i r ,  have you seen t h e  Hamlet Evaluat ion Reports? 
Have they--

I0: ( In te rpos ing)  I ' m  wel l  f a m i l i a r  with t h e  Hamlet 
valuation Reports. 

A. Y e s ,  s i r ,  I mean t h e  ones t h a t  w e  submitted? 

No. 

A.  Well, I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  anything e v e r  going I n  on 
these .  

T h i s . i s  no t  an i n t e l l i g e n c e  r e p o r t .  

A. Yes, sir ,  I know. But thTs i s  a  source  of more 
i n £ormation about t h a t  a rea .  

Q Yes. 

A. And I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  ever  having pu t  anything i n  
t h e  r e p o r t  of t h i s  na ture .  

Q Well, t h i s  shou.ld have been repor ted  through 
i n t e l l i g e n c e  channels.  

B 
L a .  Yes, sir. 

Q I n  t h a t  regard ,  what again was t h e  name of your
i n t e l l i g e n c e  o f f i c e r ?  

A. L ieutenant  FROSCH, sir. He's a c i v i l i a n  now. 
Frank  FROSCH. 

'2 s F-R-0-S-C-H? 

A,  I t h i n k  t h a t  i s  the way he s p e l l s  h i s  l a s t  name. 
I b e l i e v e  y o u ' l l  f i n d  him i n  At lan ta ,  and I think he is--
w e l l ,  h e ' s  working f o r  one of t h e  wi re  s e r v i c e s .  He t o l d  
m e  which one ,  b u t  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l .  

& Well, w e  had b e t t e r  run t h a t  one down. 

COL MILLER: Could I ask a couple of ques t ions ,  s i r ?  

10: Yes. 
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COL MILLER: I wasn ' t  he re  yes terday .  Did you make a s p e c i a l  
t r i p  down t o  t e l l  Colonel HENDERSON about t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  se-
p o r t ?  

A. . S i r ,  I made a t r i p ,  y e s ,  sir. 

Q J u s t  f o r  t h a t  purpose? 

A.  I made a s p e c i a l  t r i p  over from our  s e c t o r  team. 
I v i s i t e d  t h e  subsec to r  team, I know, because t h a t ' s  where 
we  always landed, and I went on over t o  s e e  him. 

Q Because of t h i s  r e p o r t  o r  t h i s  information? 

A.  Y e s ,  sir. 

Q Did it seem important  t o  you a t  t h e  t ime? 

A .  No, sir, it d i d n ' t .  I thought it was propaganda. -
- 2  

Did you normally make s p e c i a l  t r i p s  f o r  one i tem? ,-\;Q 

A. No, sir. 

Q Can you t e l l  me why you d id  i n  t h i s  case ,  i f  you
r e c a l l ?  

A. Well, it s a i d  t h a t  w e  k i l l e d  1,200 o r  1,500 people,  
I s a i d  1,200 and I s a i d  1,500 too ,  b u t  I t h i n k  it was 1,200. 
Ij u s t  thought t h i s  was good g r i s t  f o r  t h e  propaganda m i l l ,  
and Colonel HENDERSON'S t roops  were involved,  and I thought 
he  should be aware of it. 

Q .  Now, you mentioned a few moments ago t h a t  t h e  
r e p o r t  you saw had something about being k i l l e d  by bombing 
and a r t i l l e r y ?  

A.  Y e s  , sir. 

Q %y ques t ion:  do you r e c a l l  s p e c i f i c a l l y  t h a t  t h a t  
was i n  t h e r e ,  o r  was t h a t  j u s t  an assumption you may have read  
i n t o  i t ?  
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A. No, sir ,  t h i s  w a s  i n  t h e  t r a n s l a t i o n .  Which was, 
as I s a l d ,  almost unrea l .  

LO: Let  me ci te  another  th ing .  You s t a t e d  t h a t  you 
knew t h a t  they d i d n ' t  bomb o r  p u t  i n  a i r  s t r i k e s  unin tent ion-
ally. A t  t h e  same t ime,  a s  w e  were t a l k i n g  a couple days ago, 
this was a f r e e - f i r e  zone. 

A. Yes, sir .  

Q Does t h a t  go hand i n  glove? 

A. No, s ir ,  it doesn ' t .  

I0: Any more ques t ions?  

(No response from any of t h e  members.) . 

I0: This  hea r ing  w i l l  r ecess  a t  t h e  p r e s e n t  t i m e .  

(The heaving recessed  a t  1 4 3 4  hours ,  19 December 
1 9 6 9 . 1  
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(The  hear ing  reconvened a t  1809  hours ,  11 February 
1970 .) 

I0 : The hear ing  w i l l  come t o  o rde r .  

RCDR : The fol lowing persons a r e  p r e s e n t :  LTG PEERS, 
MR WEST, ME MACCRATE, MR WALSH, COL MILLER,  COL FRANKLIN, 
LTC ROGERS, and MAJ LYNN. 

S i r ,  t h e  nex t  r e c a l l  wi tness  i s  Lieutenant  Colonel GUINN. 

(LTC G U I N N  was r e c a l l e d  a s  a w i t n e s s ,  was re-
minded t h a t  he was s t i l l  under o a t h ,  and t e s t i f i e d  as fo l lows: ]  

10: Colonel G U I N N ,  s i n c e  your l a s t  appearance be fo re  
t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i n g  committee on t h e  17th of December, w e  
have assembled a cons iderable  mount  of informat ion  concerning 
t h e  so-cal led M y  Lai  i n c i d e n t  of 1 6  March 1968, t h e  r e p o r t i n g  3 
of i t  and t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  of it. I n  a d d i t i o n  w e  have assem- 72 

b l e d  a l a r g e  number of documents t h a t  r e l a t e  t o  these same f-9 

func t ions  wi th  r e s p e c t  t o  t h e  i n c i d e n t .  A l l  t o t a l ,  from the 
day we s t a q t e d  t ak ing  testimony from wi tnesses  w e  have i n t e r -  -
rogated approximately 350 i n d i v i d u a l s ,  s o  w e  do have q u i t e  a - J 

8 

r li 

l a r g e  amount of information concerning what t r a n s p i r e d  and 
s o  on. I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  a l l  t h a t ,  we have taken t h e  oppor tuni ty  
t o  v i s i t  South Vietnam where w e  have v i s i t e d  MACV headquar ters ,  
USARV, I Corps headquar ters ,  General LAM, 111 MAF, America1 
Divis ion headquarters  and t h e  11 th  Brigade headquar ters .  We've 
a l s o  t a l k e d  t~ General TCAN, fom.sr ly Cclonel TOm as ycn 
probably knew him, and some o t h e r  i n d i v i d u a l s  a t  h i s  headquar ters ,  
and we've l ikewise  v i s i t e d  Son Tinh D i s t r i c t  and t a l k e d  t o  t h e  
t h e  d i s t r i c t  c h i e f ,  Lieutenant  TAN now Captain TAN,  and of 
course we v i s i t e d  LZ Dot t i e .  We a l s o  had t h e  oppor tuni ty  t o  
v i s i t  My Lai ( 4 )  , as i t ' s  known i n  t h e  newspapers, which w e  
f i n d  is a c t u a l l y  Thuan Yen subhamlet of Tu Cung hamlet or  
Son My v i l l a g e .  So a t  p r e s e n t ,  and w e  had an oppor tuni ty  t o  
f l y  over t h i s  a r e a ,  we've t a lked  t o  some of t h e  people t h a t  
were i n  t h e  a r e a  and a l s o  we've t a lked  t o ,  I t h i n k ,  about  a 
t o t a l  of 30 ,  31, o r  32 Vietnamese c i t i z e n s .  So w e  do have 
q u i t e  a b i t  of informat ion ,  and now w e ' r e  coming down t o  the 
p o i n t  where t h e r e  a r e  some gaps t h a t  we want t o  f i l l ,  and one 
of the reasons f o r  c a l l i n g  you i n  is t o  t r y  t o  £ i l k  s o m e  of 
these  gaps and a l s o  t o  expand on some of t h e  testimony which 
you have previous ly  given.  P r i o r  t o  going i n t o  t h i s  I would 
l i k e  Colonel MILLER t o  exp la in  t o  you again your r i g h t s  and 
a l s o  t o  inform you of w h a t  we may suspec t  of you. 
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A. Y e s ,  sir. 

COL MILLER: Colone l ,  when you appeared and t e s t i f i e d  i n  De-
cember you . w e r e  n o t  suspec t ed  o f  hav ing  committed any of fen-  
ses o r  v i o l a t i o n s  of t h e  Uniform Code o f  M i l i t a r y  J u s t i c e .  
S ince  t h a t  time' tes t imony o f  many w i t n e s s e s  has  been cons id-  
e r e d  and a l s o  many documentary e x h i b i t s .  On t h e  b a s i s  o f  
in format ion  now a v a i l a b l e ,  you are suspec t ed  of s e v e r a l  o f f en -  
ses i n  v i o l a t i o n  of t h e  Uniform Code of M i l i t a r y  J u s t i c e .  I n  
j u s t  a moment I s h a l l  s t a t e  t h o s e  t o  you b r i e f l y  and e x p l a i n  
to you your  r i g h t s  t o  counse l  and your  r i g h t  t o  e i t h e r  t e s t i f y  
o r  n o t  t e s t i f y .  I f  you have any q u e s t i o n s  p l e a s e  f e e l  f r e e  
to ask them. 

F i r s t  of  a l l  you a r e  suspec t ed  of  hav ing  wi thhe ld  
in format ion  and of  having g iven  f a l s e  t es t imony under  o a t h  
be fo re  t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  when you appeared h e r e  i n  December. 
The  o t h e r  m a t t e r s  have t o  do w i t h  your  a c t i o n  o r  i n a c t i o n  
with r e s p e c t  t o  t h e  m i l i t a r y  o p e r a t i o n  i n  t h e  Son My (Tu 
Cung) a r e a  from approximately 1 6  t o  18 March 1968, what you 
d i d  and d i d  n o t  do t h e n  and t h e r e a f t e r  w i t h  r e s p e c t  t o  m a t e r i a l  
t h a t  came t o  your  a t t e n t i o n .  More s p e c i f i c a l l y  you a r e  sus -  
pec ted  of  v i o l a t i o n  of  o r  f a i l u r e  t o  obey g e n e r a l  r e g u l a t i o n s  
concerning the r e p o r t i n g  of i n fo rma t ion  and r e p o r t s  p e r t a i n i n g  
t o  a l l e g e d  o r  s u s p e c t e d  war crimes.  

Second, you a r e  suspec t ed  of d e r e l i c t i o n  o f  du ty  
with r e s p e c t  t o  your  a c t i o n s  o r  your f a i l u r e  t o  act on r e p o r t s  
and in fo rma t ion  concerning a l l e g e d  unlawful  k i l l i n g  of  V i e t -
namese c i v i l i a n s  by American t r o o p s ,  i n  t h i s  c a s e  Task Force  
Barker pe r sonne l ,  i n  t h e  Son My a r e a  on o r  about 16 March 1968. 
Now tha t  was t h e  approximate d a t e  of  t h e  i n c i d e n t s ,  and your  
a c t i o n s  o r  i n a c t i o n s ,  of  cou r se ,  occu r red  a t  a l a te r  t i m e  as 
this m a t e r i a l  became a v a i l a b l e  t o  you and you had t h e  opportu- 
nity t o  t a k e  a c t i o n .  

Under t h e  c i rcumstances  you,  o f  c o u r s e ,  have t h e  
r i g h t  t o  remain completely s i l e n t  and t o  answer no q u e s t i o n s  
whatsoever.  Any s t a t e m e n t  you do make can be used  a s  ev idence  
a g a i n s t  you i n  a c r i m i n a l  t r i a l .  You have t h e  r i g h t  t o  be 
r ep re sen ted  i n  h e r e  and t o  have p r e s e n t  w i t h  you and t o  con- 
s u l t  w i t h  counse l .  By counse l  I mean a q u a l i f i e d  lawyer.  This  
can be  a counse l  of  your  own c h o i c e ,  a c i v i l i a n  counse l  t h a t  
you employ a t  you r  own expense.  A l t e r n a t i v e l y ,  m i l i t a r y  counse l  
w i l l  be appoin ted  f o r  you i f  you wish t o  have one.  I f  you 
w i s h  you can have bo th  c i v i l i a n  counse l ,  whom you employ, and 
a m i l i t a r y  counse l  w i l l  be made a v a i l a b l e .  I f  you have a 
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p a r t i c u l a r  choice of m i l i t a r y  counsel ,  and he i s  reasonably 
a v a i l a b l e ,  w e  w i l l  t r y  t o  make him a v a i l a b l e  t o  you. You 
may decide a t  t h i s  time t h a t  you do n o t  want any counsel  
and t h a t  you a r e  w i l l i n g  t o  answer ques t ions .  Even i f  you 
do t h i s  you may s t o p  answering ques t ions  a t  any time or you 
may r e f u s e  t o  answer any p a r t i c u l a r  q u e s t i o n  o r  s e r i e s  of 
ques t ions  o r  ques t ions  on a p a r t i c u l a r  s u b j e c t .  You a l s o  
would have the  r i g h t  t o  r eques t  counsel a t  any time even 
though you begin answering ques t ions  without  having counsel 
p r e s e n t .  Do you understand t h e  genera l  n a t u r e  of the offen-
s e s  and your r i g h t  t o  counsel ,  your r i g h t  t o  t e s t i f y  or t o  
remain s i l e n t ?  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q. Your r i g h t  t o  counsel o r  t o  r e f u s e  t o  answer ques-
t i o n s  i s  up t o  you and you may invoke it a t  any time regard- 
l e s s  of whether you have counsel p r e s e n t  o r  whether you pro-
ceed without  counsel.  Would you l i k e  t o  have me go i n t o  this 
any f u r t h e r ?  Would you l i k e  f u r t h e r  explanat ion?  

A .  I'm t r y i n g  t o  decide i n  my own mind i f  I should 
reques t  counsel.  

Q. I w i l l  g e t  around t o  t h a t  i n  j u s t  a  moment. If 
you have any ques t ions  you want t o  ask t o  h e l p  make up your 
mind, i f  I can answer them 1 w i l l .  

A. No, sir. 

Q. Would you l i k e  t o -  have e i t h e r  time t o  secure  a 
c i v i l i a n  counsel o r  t o  have m i l i t a r y  counsel made a v a i l a b l e  
t o  you? 

A .  I th ink  I would l i k e  t o  have m i l i t a r y  counsel 
made, a v a i l a b l e ,  s ir .  

A l l  r i g h t .  

A. May I ask ,  am I being charged o r  am I--

Q • ( In te rpos ing)  You a r e  n o t  charged w i t h  any of fense-  
Under A r t i c l e  31 of t h e  Uniform Code of M i l i t a r y  Justice any 
person who is s u b j e c t  t o  t h e  Code, and t h a t  inc ludes ,  o f  
course ,  General PEERS o r  people who a r e  r ep resen t ing  t h e  Govern' 
ment, who suspects  you of having committed any o f fenso ,  i f  
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you a r e  ques t ioned  you are e n t i t l e d  t o  b e  a p p r i s e d  of t h e  
g e n e r a l  n a t u r e . o f  t h e i r  s u s p i c i o n s .  There are no charges  of 
any s o r t  a g a i n s t  you a t  t h i s  t ime.  

A. I would l i k e  t o  have counse l ,  sir.  

Q A l l  r i g h t .  

A. I f  t h i s  i s  t h e  c a s e ,  i f  I am s u s p e c t  t h e n  I t h i n k  
I should  have counse l ,  s ir .  

I0: V e r y  good. I f  t h e r e  a r e  any q u e s t i o n s  about  t h e  
t h r e e  i t ems ,  you have then--

A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  I would l i k e  t o  h e a r  t h o s e  aga in ,  
i f  I may,. 

Q P l e a s e  review them, Colonel  MILLER. 

COL MILLER: First; t h a t  when you appeared b e f o r e  t h i s  i n v e s t i -
g a t i o n  i n  December you wi thhe ld  i n fo rma t ion  and t h a t  you gave 
some f a l s e  t es t imony,  under o a t h ,  b e f o r e  t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  when 
you d i d  t e s t i f y .  I f  you i n  f a c t  d i d  t h i s ,  this c o n s t i t u t e s  
the o f f e n s e  of f a1se : swea r ing .  

A. I unders tand  t h a t .  

Q. The second w a s  f a i l u r e  t o  obey l awfu l  g e n e r a l  
r e g u l a t i o n s  concerning t h e  r e p o r t i n g  of  i n fo rma t ion  o r  r e p o r t s  
t h a t  came t o  your  a t t e n t i o n  concerning a l l e g e d  o r  suspec t ed  
war cr imes.  More s p e c i f i c a l l y ,  i n  Vietnam t h e r e  was MACV 
D i r e c t i v e  20-4 which r e q u i r e d  any person  who had knowledge 
of al leged.  o r  suspec t ed  war crimes t o  r e p o r t  t h i s  t o  t h e i r  
commanders as soon a s  possible. 

And t h i r d  i s  d e r e l i c t i o n  of du ty  concerning your  
a c t i o n s  o r  your  f a i l u r e  t o  ac t  on r e p o r t s  and in fo rma t ion  
t h a t  came t o  your  a t t e n t i o n  concerning t h e  a l l e g e d  unlawful  
k i l l i n g  of Vietnamese c i v i l i a n s  by Task Force  Barker .  I t  
probably d i d n ' t  come t o  you i n  t h a t  p r e c i s e  way b u t  a s  t h e  
a l l e g e d  k i l l i n g s  i n  t h e  Son My and T u  Cung a r e a  i n  t h e  m i d -
d l e  of  March 1968. I n  your  p o s i t i o n ,  i f  t h i s  i n fo rma t ion  
came t o  you, you had c e r t a i n  d u t i e s  t o  a c t  and you a r e  sus-
pec ted  of n o t  hav ing  ac t ed  o r  n o t  hav ing  a c t e d  as you should 
i n  t h e  performance of  the duty t h a t  you had.  Does t h a t  
s t r a i g h t e n  e v e r y t h i n g  o u t ?  
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A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q - Now a f t e r  you have had an oppor tuni ty  t o  consu l t  
wi th  counsel you w i l l  be c a l l e d  back and a t  t h a t  t ime w e  w i l l  
ask you whether you are then  w i l l i n g  t o  g i v e  test imony,  make 
a s t a t ement ,  and answer some ques t ions .  Your d e c i s i o n  may be 
de fe r red  u n t i l  t h a t  t ime.  

10: I th ink  i t ' s  a l s o  f a i r  t o  say  t h a t ,  i n  o r d e r  t o  
prepare  yourse l f  wi th  your counsel ,  w e  w i l l  make a v a i l a b l e  
t o  you your p r i o r  testimony. 

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

& . There be ing  no f u r t h e r  ques t ions  t h e  hea r ing  w i l l  --
r e c e s s  a t  t h i s  t i m e .  C 

cv: 

(The hear ing  recessed  a t  1822 hours ,  11 February 

1970 .) ,-.--., 

S 
(The hear ing  reconvened a t  1657 hours ,  1 3  February 

1970 .) 

10:  The hear ing  w i l l  come t o  o rde r .  

RCDR : The fol lowing named persons are p r e s e n t :  LTG PEERS, 
MR WEST, MR MACCRATE, MR WALSH, COL MILLER, COL FRANKLIN, LTC 
ROGERS, and M A J  LYNN. 

S i r ,  t h e  hea r ing  r e c a l l s  Lieutenant  Colonel G U I N N .  

(LTC G U I N N  w a s  r e c a l l e d  a s  a wi tness ,  was reminded 
that he w a s  under oa th ,  and t e s t i f i e d  as fol lows:)  

Colonel G U I N N ,  do you have counsel? 

A. Yes, s i r ,  Captain DOLLINGER. 

f?CDR: W i l l  counsel s t a t e  h i s  f u l l  name, rank,  S o c i a l  
S e c u r i t y  number, o rgan iza t ion ,  and s t a t i o n .  

I C :  Martin E.  DOLLINGER, Captain,  :, Off ice  
of the Judge Advocate General  h e r e  a t  t h e  Pentagon. 

COL MILLER: Colonel,  yes terday  or  t h e  day be fo re  yes terday  
vrhen w e  recessed you had been advised of your r i g h t  t o  counsel 
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and t h e  o f fenses  of which you a r e  suspected.  You requested 
counsel be appointed.  Captain DOLLINGER has  now been appoin-
t ed .  You are a lawyer,  Captain DOLLINGER? 

I C :  Yes. 

Q . Are you s a t i s f i e d  with t h e  appointment of your
counsel? 

A. Yes. 

Q A t  t h i s  time I ' d  l i k e  t o  ask you whether you a r e  
prepared t o  make a s tatement  and answer ques t ions .  

A. S i r ,  a c t i n g  on t h e  advice of my counse l ,  r res-
p e c t f u l l y  invoke t h e  p r i v i l e g e  accorded me by t h e  F i f t h  
Amendment of t h e  Cons t i tu t ion  and A r t i c l e  31 of t h e  Uniform 
Code of M i l i t a r y  J u s t i c e  and re fuse  t o  make any s ta tement  
o r  answer any ques t ions .  

10: I can apprec ia te  t h a t ;  b u t  I ' d  l i k e  t o  t a l k  t o  you 
f o r  j u s t  a few minutes ,  not  only t o  you, b u t  t o  your counsel ,  
because I ' m  n o t  s u r e  t h a t  you r e a l l y  recognize t h e  g r a v i t y  of 
t h i s  s i t u a t i o n  and t h e  enormity of t h e  i n c i d e n t  t h a t  took p lace  
and t h e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  t h a t  has  been placed upon this i n v e s t i -
g a t i o n  team. We're i n v e s t i g a t i n g  a s i t u a t i o n ' w h e r e i n  a t  the 
p resen t  moment we can say t h a t  w e  know p r a c t i c a l l y  beyond a 
doubt t h a t  w e l l  over 200 Vietnamese noncombatants, 
women, c h i l d r e n ,  and o l d  men, maybe up t o  500 of them, wer& 
killed and t h a t  i s n ' t  a l l  of  t h e  s t o r y .  There were numerous 
rapes t h a t  took p lace  ; t h e  houses were a l l  destroyed.  A s  a 
matter of f a c t ,  f ive--s ix a d d i t i o n a l  subhamlets were burned 
to  t h e  qround. A l l  of t h e  animals were des t royed,  maybe 
there were a few s t r a y s ,  b u t  they were a l l  k i l l e d .  So t h e  
purpose of t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  it goes way beyond you and 
m e  and your t r i a l  counsel ,  not  t r i a l  counsel b u t  your l e g a l  
counsel.  I n  e f f e c t  what i s  happening r i g h t  now and pa r t i cu -
l a r l y  when t h e  f ind ings  of t h i s  board a r e  made known, i t ' s  
j;~stn o t  t h e  people of Task Force Barker t h a t  a r e  on t r i a l  
i n  the eyes of t h e  American p u b l i c ,  i t ' s  t h e  Army, i t ' s  you 
and i t ' s  m e  and i t ' s  everyone and everyth ing  t h a t  w e  know, 
that we t h ink  k ind ly  o f .  And i t  even goes beyond t h a t  be-

- cause it i:icludes t h e  e n t i r e  Defense Department. And it in-
cludes o u r  country,  and it inc ludes  our  people i n  t h e  eyes 
of t h e  world. I can t e l l  you f l a t l y  t h a t  I have no i n t e n t  
whatsoever t o  purposely inc r imina te  you. Nor would I ask 
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you t o  t e s t i f y  a g a i n s t  y o u r s e l f ,  b u t  I t h i n k  what  you can add 
t o  t h i s  tes t imony a s i d e  from anyth ing  t h a t  may t e n d  t o  i n c r i -  
minate  you would be  h i g h l y  impor t an t  i n  p u t t i n g  t o g e t h e r  t h e  
e n t i r e  p i c t u r e  of  what  took  p l a c e  i n  t h i s  i n s t a n c e  a t  Thuan 
Yen hamlet ,  subhamlet  on 16-17 March. When I say  sub-
hamle t ,  I can i n c l u d e  t h e  e n t i r e  v i l l a g e  of  Son My. And it 
j u s t  i s n ' t  l i k e  anybody s i t t i n g  he re .  You see, i n  my view 
and i n  t h e  view of  t h e  American p u b l i c ,  we've g o t  a s e n i o r  
u .S . Army o f f i c e r  s i t t i n g  h e r e  who does have r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s ,  
who has  moral  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s .  You a l s o ,  when you came i n t o  
t h e  Amy, swore c e r t a i n  t h i n g s  as f a r  as the defense and t h e  
p r o t e c t i o n  of t h i s  country .  And your  appointment w a s  approved 
by Congress t o  t h e  e f f e c t  t h a t  you w e r e  going t o  b e  an o f f i c e r  
and a  gentleman. So I d o n ' t  t h i n k  it would be  f a i r  t o  p u t  
you i n  t h e  same l i g h t  as some o r d i n a r y  c i v i l i a n  c i t i z e n  s o  t o  
speak.  Now ano the r  t h i n g  I t h i n k  i s  h i g h l y  impor t an t  h e r e ,  
y o u ' l l  recall  when I f i r s t  t a l k e d  t o  you, w i t h i n  t h e  i n s t r u c -  
t i o n s  I b rough t  o u t  t h a t  a l though  o u r  r e p o r t  is going t o  be  
c o n f i d e n t i a l ,  t h e  one that I submit  t o  General  WESTMORELAND 
and t o  S e c r e t a r y  RESOR, t h a t  t h e r e  is a g r e a t  chance t h a t  
i t  w i l l  b e  made a matter of p u b l i c  knowledge. C e r t a i n l y  w e  
know t h a t  c e r t a i n  e lements  of Congress w i l l  be  a s k i n g  f o r  
t h e s e  r e p o r t s  i n c l u d i n g  t h e  tes t imony and it may i n  f a c t  go 
w e l l  beyond t h a t ,  i n  t ime ,  t o  l e t  t he  e n t i r e  American p u b l i c  
know what has  t r a n s p i r e d .  So I t h i n k  b e f o r e  you come i n  and 
g i v e  m e  a response  t h a t  you want t o  remain s i l e n t  t h a t  I 
shou ld  g i v e  you ano the r  oppor tun i ty  t o  g e t  t o g e t h e r  w i t h  your  
counse l  o r  if neces sa ry  t o  g i v e  you a more exper ienced  counsel .  
Now would you l i k e  t o  have t i m e  t o  c o n f e r  w i th  your  c o ~ l n s e l ?  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

' 0 :  W e ' l l  recess a t  t h i s  t i m e ,  we '11 l e t  you have an 
oppor tun i ty  t o  s t e p  o u t  a t  t h i s '  t i m e .  I ' l l  ask Colonel  MILLER 
i f  you need some a d d i t i o n a l  a s s i s t a n c e  i n  t h e  l e g a l  s i d e .  
Zolone l  MILLER w i l l  be  happy t o  j o i n  you. 

IC: W e l l  sir,  I t h i n k  i n  t h e  i n t e r e s t  of  s a v i n g  t i m e ,  
I t h i n k  t h a t  t h e  c o l o n e l  has  d i scus sed  t h i s  w i t h  m e  e x t e n s i v e l y  
< , ~ dI t h i n k  h e ' s  aware of h i s  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s ,  unders tands  
the g r a v i t y  of t h e  s i t u a t i o n ,  and h i s  s t a t e m e n t  r e p r e s e n t s  a 
well thought  o u t ,  w e l l  reasoned approach i n s o f a r  as h e ' s  con-

<>rnedand i n s o f a r  as I ' m  concerned. I w i l l  encourage him 
a t  t he  r e c e s s  t o  con t inue  t o  e x e r c i s e  t h i s  p r i v i l e g e .  1: t h i n k  
~ t ' sonly f a i r  t o  t e l l  you t h a t .  I d o n ' t  know t h a t  h e  has  
anyth ing  t o  add. A s  I ' v e  s a i d  t h i s  r e p r e s e n t s  a w e l l  reasoned,  
+Jel l  thought  o u t ,  o v e r  I might add a  c o n s i d e r a b l e  p e r i o d  of 
t i m e ,  p o s i t i o n  on t h e  p a r t  of t h e  c o l o n e l ,  and I ' d  have t o  
s u p p o r t  it. 
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MR WEST: I sugges t  t h a t  you go o u t  and d i s c u s s  it thoroughly 
and be s u r e  your  views a re - - r ep re sen t  your  own conc lus ion .  

LTC G U I N N :  I have no th ing  t o  h i d e ,  I have never  f e l t  t h a t  I 
had anyth ing  t o  h i d e ,  I ' v e  t r i e d  t o  t e l l  you a s  b e s t  I could  
what I remember. Some of i t  I cou ld  remember, some of i - L  
was vague, some o f  it I c o u l d n ' t  remember a t  a l l .  I d o n ' t  
f ee l - -

10: ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  W e ' l l  r e c e s s  a t  t h i s  t i m e .  

(The h e a r i n g  r e c e s s e d  a t  1707 hour s ,  1 3  February 
1970 .) 

1970 .I  
[The h e a r i n g  reconvened a t  1715 h o u r s ,  1 3  February 

RCDR : A l l  pe rsons  p r e s e n t  when t h e  h e a r i n g  r eces sed  a r e  
aga in  p r e s e n t .  

I 0 : We have r eces sed  h e r e ,  Colonel  G U I N N ,  s o  t h a t  you 
may have an o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  d i s c u s s  m a t t e r s  w i t h  your  counse l  
and t o  de te rmine  which cou r se  of  a c t i o n  you c a r e  t o  fol low.  

A. S i r ,  a c t i n g  on t h e  adv ice  of my counse l  I res-
p e c t f u l l y  invoke t h e  p r i v i l e g e  a f f o r d e d  m e  by t h e  F i f t h  Amend- 
rrieilt s f  the Coi i s t i t u t i on  and A r t i c l e  3 1  i n  t h e  Uniform 
Code of M i l i t a r y  J u s t i c e ,  and I choose t o  make no s t a t e m e n t  
o r  answer any q u e s t i o n s .  

MR WEST: Colonel  GUIMN,  w e  t h i n k  t h e r e  a r e  some a r e a s  i n  
which you could answer some q u e s t i o n s  w i thou t  i n  any way 
i n c r i m i n a t i n g  y o u r s e l f .  And we c e r t a i n l y  do n o t  want to--  
would n o t  ask you t o  answer any q u e s t i o n  t h a t  would i n c r i -  
minate  you. M r .  MACCRATE w i l l  a sk  you some q u e s t i o n s  based 
on t h e  subjects and I sugges t  you l i s t e n  t o  t h e s e  and s e e  
i f  you c a n ' t  h e l p  u s  by answering some of t h e s e  q u e s t i o n s .  

I C :  M r .  WEST, I t h i n k  t h e  c o l o n e l  invoked t h e  p r i v i l e g e  
and I ' d  l i k e  t o  o b j e c t  t o  any q u e s t i o n s  t h a t  might be asked 
o f  him a t  t h i s  t ime.  I t h i n k  it was an a l l  encompassing 
invoca t ion .  

MR WEST: I unders tand  t h e  adv ice  you have g iven  him and t h e  
b a s i s  £or it and t h e  o b j e c t i o n  w i l l  be recorded .  M r .  MACCRATE. 

MR MACCRATE: F i r s t ,  I would l i k e  t o  enumerate t h e  s u b j e c t s  
on which w e  would l i k e  t o  propound t h e  q u e s t i o n s  t o  you, 
Colonel  GUINN. F i r s t  o f  a l l ,  i n  your  p r i o r  t es t imony b e f o r e  
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Q *  You i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  you d id  n o t  r e c a l l  s ee ing  t h e  
d i s t r i c t  c h i e f ' s  l e t t e r  of 28 March 1968, and you asked f o r  an 
opportuni ty during your i n t e r r o g a t i o n  to examine t h a t  document 
on two occasions and s t a t e d  that you had n o t  seen t h a t  document. 
We have now a f u r t h e r  document which i s  a l e t t e r  from t h e  
d i s t r i c t  ch ief  of Son Tinh D i s t r i c t  to t h e  province chief  of 
Quang Ngai Province of 11 A p r i l  1968. I would l i k e  to show 
you a copy of t h a t  l e t t e r  and i n q u i r e  if you rece ived  t h a t  
l e t t e r  which shows on it t h a t  a copy went t o  MACV Quang Ngai 
S e c t o r  which I understand t o  be t h e  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  of your 
o f f i c e .  Would you a l s o  d e c l i n e  t o  answer t h a t ?  

A. Yes, sir. 

Q I then  propose t o  ask you w i t h  whom you d iscussed  
t h e  l e t t e r  of 11 A p r i l  1968 when it was received? 1 would 
i n q u i r e  about your conversat ions w i t h  Colonel KHIEN, Mr. MAY, 
Colonel HUTTER, Major GAVIN, Colonel GREEN, Captain RODRIGUEZ, C) 

Lieutenant  FROSCH, Sergeant  ANGLE, Colonel PARSON, General a 
KOSTER, General YOUNG, Colonel HENDERSON, and Colonel BLACKLEDGE. P2 

would you s i m i l a r l y  d e c l i n e  t o  answer any ques t ions  as to  
those? -

-'i 

N 
A. Yes, sir. 

Q We have rece ived  testimony t h a t  you gave i n s t r u c t i o n s  
f o r  a r e p o r t  t o  be prepared on t h e  11 Apr i l  1968 l e t t e r ,  I 
zsk yc:: whether you would be prepared to t z l l  us t h e  i n s t r u c t i s n s  
t h a t  you gave wi th  r e s p e c t  t o  t h e  11 A p r i l  1968 l e t t e r ?  

A ,  N o ,  sir. 

Q .  We a r e  informed t h a t  you rece ived ,  on or about 1 4  
~ p r i l196  8 ,  a r e p o r t  o r  s ta tement  prepared by t h e  a s s i s t a n t  
d i s t r i c t  adv i so r  of Son Tinh D i s t r i c t ,  and t h a t  you t h e r e a f t e r ,  
it would appear,  furn ished  such s ta tement  o r  a  por t ion  thereof  
t o  the commanding o f f i c e r  of t h e  1 1 t h  Brigade, Would you 
s t a t e  f o r  us t h e  circumstances a s  t o  i t s  r e c e i p t  and i t s  
h r + h e r  t r a n s m i t t a l  t o  t h e  commanding o f f i c e r  of the 11th Brigade? 

A. No, sir. 

I C  : I ' d  ask t h a t  the  f a c t  t h a t  t h e  wi tness  has a s s e r t e d  
?-he p r i v i l e g e  a g a i n s t  s e l f - i n c r i m i n a t i o n  of r e f u s i n g  t o  answer 
-i ~ u e s t i o n ,t h a t  it be i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  t h a t  c a n ' t  be considered 
1s r a i s i n g  any in fe rence  unfavorable t o  t h e  accused. I'd ask 
t h a t  t h a t  be i n s e r t e d  i n t o  the  record.  
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MR WEST: Very w e l l .  

10: Before we r e c e s s ,  I would Pike t o  again caut ion  
both  of you t h a t  you a r e  hereby ordered not  t o  d i scuss  e i t h e r  
your testimony o r  t h e  procedural ma t t e r s  t h a t  have taken p l a c e  
i n  t h i s  i n q u i r y  except  i n  an  o f f i c i a l  capaci ty  or  as you may be 
requ i red  t o  do s o  be fo re  competent a d m i n i s t r a t i v e ,  j u d i c i a l ,  o r  
l e g i s l a t i v e  body. I th ink  t h e  impact of  t h a t  i s  w e l l  under-
s tood.  'Do you understand t h a t ?  

A. Yes , sir .  

IC: Yes, sir. 

Q. The hear ing  w i l l  r e c e s s  a t  t h i s  t ime. 

(The hear ing  recessed a t  1736 hours ,  13 February 
1970.) 
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SUMMARY OF TESTIMONY 

WITiqESS: HACKING, David MAS 

DATE O F  TESTIMONY: 2 2  January  1 9 7 0  

PLACE O F  TESTIMONY: Pentagon 

WITNESS SUSPECTED OF: N/A 

COUNSEL: None 

DUTY ASSIGNMENT ON 16 MARCH 1968: Opera t ions  Advisor ,  
Quang Ngai Province Advisory Team ( A p r i l  1 9 68- Advisor 
t o  Chief of S t a f f ,  Regional  Forces/Popular  F o r c e s ) .  

1. BACKGROUND INFORMATION. 

The w i t n e s s  remained wi th  t h e  Quang Ngai Province 
Advisory Group throughout  h i s  t o u r  i n  Vietnam (pg. 3 )  . 
H i s  c o u n t e r p a r t  was the 5 3 ,  and he r a n  t h e  o p e r a t i o n s  
c e n t e r  (pg. 4). The wi tnes s  ' primary f u n c t i o n  was t o  
adv i se  t h e  53 on any o p e r a t i o n s  conducted by t h e  
p r o v i n c i a l  f o r c e s  and t o  a s s i s t  i n  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  of  t h e  
TOC. The witness was a l s o  t h e  pr imary o f f i c e r  i n  c o n t r o l  
of t h e  a d v i s o r y  team o p e r a t i o n  c e n t e r  (pg. 4 )  . The I. 

advisory  TOC was l o c a t e d  behind t h e  p r o v i n c i a l  head- 
q u a r t e r s  b u i l d i n g  and t h e  RF/PF p o r t i o n  w a s  d i r e c t l y -
a c r o s s  t h e  s t r e e t  from t h e  headqua r t e r s  (pg. 4 ) .  There 
were no U .  S . f i l e s  kep t  over  t h e r e  a t  t h e  t i m e  (pg. 5 )  . 
Sometime i n  June o r  July t h e  two groups moved t o g e t h e r  
and formed a combined TOC (pg. 5 ) .  Major HOA who was t h e  
RF/PF ~omrnanderfor Quang Ngai Province ,  worked w i t h  
t h e  w l t n e s s ,  who a l s o  worked w i t h  Major M I N H ,  t h e  c h i e f  
o f  3taff (py. 5 ) . T h e  w i t n e s s  d e s c r i b e d  h i s  job as t h a t  
of m a i n t a i n i n g  communications, p rov id ing  means of  c o n t r o l  
o f  t h e  d i s t r i c t  adv isory  teams, and running t h e  a s p e c t s  
of r e l i e f  for refugees, c i v i l i a n  compla in t s ,  and compensation 
{pg. 1 5 ) .  H e  d i d  n o t  normally become involved  i n  s p e c i f i c s  
un le s s  it d e a l t  w i th  some a s p e c t  o f  t h e  use  o f  t h e  RF/PF 
Ipg. 151 -
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2 .  OPERATIONS CONDUCTED I N  TKE AREA OF THE INCIDENT. 

Knowledge o f  t h e  Task Force Barker  AO. 

The w i t n e s s  s t a t e d  t h a t  r e q u e s t s  f o r  A 0  e x t e n s i o n s  
would b e  coming from Task Force  Barker e i t h e r  d i r e c t l y  
through theoArner ical  Forces  o r  th rough  t h e  U . S .  Advisor 
team (pg. 6 )  . A s  f o r  t h e  My La i  o p e r a t i o n ,  t h e  
wi tness  knew only  t h a t ,  t h e  AD extensicn had been g r a n t e d  
and t h a t  Task Force  Barker  intended t o  o p e r a t e  i n  t h e  
P i n k v i l l e  a r e a  (pg. 6 ) .  He d i d  not s e e  any o p e r a t i o n s  
o r d e r  which i n d i c a t e d  t h e  s p e c i f i c s  o f  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  (pg.  6 ) .  
The wi tnes s  w a s  n o t  aware of Colonel  HENDERSON b r i e f i n g  
Colonel  KHIEN, t h e  Province Ch ie f ,  on t h i s  o p e r a t i o n  
(pg.  7 ) .  A f t e r  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  began,  t hey  had no way o f  
fo l lowing  t h e  p r o g r e s s  o f  it and r e c e i v e d  on ly  second- 
hand r e p o r t s  th rough  2d ARVN ~ i v i s i o n  advisory  pe r sonne l  U 
(pg. 7 ) .  T h e i r  i n i t i a l  knowledge of t h e  r e s u l t s  o f  t h e  CI 
o p e r a t i o n  came a t  t h e  morning b r i e f i n g  conducted a t  t h e  c9 

2d ARVN Div i s ion  on 1 7  March. The w i t n e s s  normally a t t e n d e d  --t h e  b r i e f i n g s  (pg. 7 ) .  H e  r e c a l l e d  l i t t l e  abou t  t h e  > > 

r e s u l t s  of  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  o t h e r  t han  U.S. c a s u a l t i e s  had ?; 
been taken  p r i m a r i l y  from mines and booby t r a p s  (pg. 8 ) .  
H e  d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  t h e  U.S. c a s u a l t i e s  and d i d  n o t  r ecogn ize  
an enemy K I A  of 128 Ipg. 8 ) .  T h e  w i t n e s s  d i d  recall  t h a t  a 
l a r g e  number of  cap tu red  weapons were brought  i n  (pg.  8 ) .  
This i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  t h e r e  was a VC main f o r c e  b a t t a l i o n  
l o c a t e d  t h e r e  (pg. 8 ) .  The w i t n e s s  s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e r e  w a s  a 
weapons d i s p l a y  se t  up i n  Quang Ngai l a te r  (pgs.  8 ,  9 )  . 
When t h e  w i t n e s s  was g iven  t h e  a c t u a l  f i g u r e s  f o r  t h e  
o p e r a t i o n  he  s a i d  t h a t  he  r e c a l l e d  t h e  U.S. c a s u a l t y  f i g u r e s  
as be ing  ve ry  low (pg. 9 )  H e  did n o t  r e c a l l  r ead ing  about 
t h e  o p e r a t i o n  i n  The S t a r s  and S t r i p e s ,  The T r i d e n t ,  o r  
The Arnerical News Shee t  (pg.  9 ) .  

b. H i s  knowledge o f  r e p o r t s  on t h e  i n c i d e n t .  

The w i t n e s s  s t a t e d  t h a t  he would r e c e i v e  r e p o r t s  
from a l l  of  t h e  d i s t r i c t s  (pg. 1 0 ) . Usually t h e s e  complained 
about t h e  t r a f f i c  on Highway 1, and t h e  congrega t ion  of 
r e f u g e e s  i n  Son Tinh (pg. 1 0 ) .  H e  r e c a l l e d  one a r t i l l e r y  
i n c i d e n t  o c c u r r i n g  i n  Tu Nghia and he  s t a t e d  t h a t  it w a s  
promptly handled by t h e  America1 Div i s ion  (pg.  11). The 
wi tnes s  never  heard  of  any r e p o r t  from t h e  v i l l a g e  c h i e f  t o  
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t h e  d i s t r i c t  c h i e f  o r  of  a = p o r t  of t h e  d i s t r i c t  c h i e f  t o  
t h e  p rov ince  c h i e f  (pg. 11). H e  had n o t  s een  E x h i b i t s  M-28, 
M-30, M-32, o r  M-34 (pgs. 11-13) . He s t a t e d  t r l a t ,  i n  h i s  
op in ion ,  r e p o r t s  such as t h e s e  would have been handled d i r e c t l y  
between Colonel  KHIEN and M r .  MAY (pg. 1 2 ) .  H e  s t a t e d  t h a t  
hewas " reasonably  s u r e "  t h a t  t h e  copy s e n t  t o  M ~ c v Q u a n g  
Ngai s e c t o r  of  E x h i b i t  M-34, would be s e n t  d i r e c t l y  t o  
M r .  MAY (pg. 12)  . H e  desc r ibed  Colonel  G U I N N  a s  be ing  more 
o f  t h e  s e c t o r  a d v i s o r ,  t a k i n g  c a r e  of  m i l i t a r y  m a t t e r s  (pgs.  
1 2 ,  1 3 ) .  The w i t n e s s  r e c a l l e d  many conve r sa t ions  p e r t a i n i n g  
t o  census  g r i evance  r e p o r t s  and complaints  (pg. 1 4 ) .  H e  d i d  
n o t  normal ly  become involved i n  any th ing  o t h e r  t han  
o p e r a t i o n a l  a s p e c t s  of t h e  p rov ince ,  b u t  he d i d  accompany 
Colonel  G U I N N  a few t i m e s  on m a t t e r s  such a s  t h i s ,  a l though  
h e  could  n o t  r e c a l l  any s p e c i f i c s  (pg.  1 4 ) .  H e  d i d  n o t  
r e c a l l  e v e r  be ing  p r e s e n t  a t  a  meeting between Colonel  
CROMWELL, Colonel  G U I N N ,  and t h e  G2 and G3 a d v i s o r s  from 
the 2d ARVN ~ i v i s k o n  (pg. 1 4 ) .  

c. ~ e e t i n g sbetween America1 pe r sonne l  and M r .  MAY 
and Colonel  G U I N N .  

The w i t n e s s  s t a t e d  t h a t  General  KOSTER v i s i t e d  
them two o r  t h r e e  t imes ,  a l though  h e  d i d  n o t  r e c o l l e c t  
any d i s c u s s i o n  from t h e  one meeting t h a t  h e  a t t e n d e d  
(pg. 1 6 )  . H e  d i d  n o t  a t t e n d  any b r i e f i n g s  t h a t  General  

YOUNG came t o  (pg. 1 6 ) .  Colonel  HENDERSON came i n  
s e v e r a l  t i m e s ,  i n c l u d i n g  a t  l e a s t  one v i s i t  f o r  a  meeting 
with M r .  MAY and Colonel  G U I N N  (pg. 16). b u t  t h e  w i t n e s s  
never saw HENDERSON'S l e g  i n  a c a s t  (pg. 1 7 ) .  

d .  The r e c o l l e c t i o n  o f  VC propaganda. 

The w i t n e s s  s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e  VC propaganda came o u t  
through t h e  p r o v i n c i a l  Phuong Hoang o r g a n i z a t i o n  (pg. 1 9 ) .  
~t was a  propaganda ploy t o  c i r c u l a t e  s t o r i e s  i n d i c a t i n g  
t h a t  l .xuge numbers of  c i v i l i a n s  were be ing  k i l l e d  
ind i sc r i r a ina - t e ly  by U.S . s o l d i e r s  (pg. 1 9 ) . The w i t n e s s  
had never seen  t h e  propaganda i n c l o s u r e s  t o  E x h i b i t  R-1, 
the propaganda i n d i c a t e d  i n  E x h i b i t  M-35, o r  any propaganda 
d e a l i n g  w i t h  t h i s  i n c i d e n t  (pgs. 1 9 ,  20) . 
3 .  ~ / P FOPERATIONS I N  THE MY LA1 AREA. 

~ p p r o x h n a t e l ya  month a f t e r  t h e  i n c i d e n t  an RF company 
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was p u t  i n t o  the c i t a d e l  and a n  o p e r a t i o n  was conducted 
(pg. 2 0 )  . T h e  PF p l a toons  s u f f e r e d  approximately  2 0  
c a s u a l t i e s  and l o s t  20 weapons (pg. 2 0 ) .  T h e  w i t n e s s  
desc r ibed  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  i n  which Colonel  BARKER'S 
h e l i c o p t e r  c o l l i d e d  w i t h  an 0-2 w h i l e  t h e  RF/PF were 
o p e r a t i n g  i n  t h e  a r e a  (pgs. 2 4 ,  25) .  Major HOA, a long  
wi th  L ieu tenan t  Colone l  GREEN and Major REID, were wi th  t h e  
w i tnes s  on t h i s  o p e r a t i o n  (pg. 2 7 ) .  The w i t n e s s  stated 
t h a t  t h e  pr imary purpose f o r  the o p e r a t i o n  was t o  p rov ide  
t h e  Son Tinh ~ i s t r i c tChief w i t h  a degree  of  s e c u r i t y  and 
a morale b o o s t  (pg. 2 9 ) .  It w a s  a l s o  a t e s t  f o r  the group 
o r g a n i z a t i o n  t o  s e e  how they  would f u n c t i o n  (pg .  2 9 ) .  
The w i t n e s s  knew no th ing  of any d i x e c t i o n  on t h e  p a r t  of 
Major HOA o r  Colonel  KHIEN t o  i n t e rv i ew o r  i n t e r r o g a t e  
people  i n  t h e  a r e a  (pg. 3 0 ) .  H e  did n o t  see any 
i n t e r r o g a t i o n  r e p o r t s  o f  any PW's {pg.  3 0 ) .  He d i d  n o t  
r e c a l l  Major EARLE mentioning anyth ing  about  d i s c u s s i o n s  03 

w i t h  Major PHO about  t h e  VC propaganda i n  r e l a t i o n  t o  the C') 
c3 

Son Tinh ~ i s t r i c t(pg. 3 1 ) .  
-

4 .  OTHER INFORMATION. . .rl 

a. The w i t n e s s  s t a t e d  t h a t  because o f  f r i c t i o n  
between MAY and G U I N N  and K H I E N ,  there w a s  less coope ra t ion  
w i t h  the a d v i s o r s  a l l  t h e  way up and down t h e  l i n e  (pg. 3 5 ) .  

b .  The w i t n e s s  r e c a l l e c  a conve r sa t ion  w i t h  Colonei  
G U I N N  p r i o r  t o  his appearance b e f o r e  t h e  board  i n  which he  
con tac t ed  G U I N N  concern ing  h i s  a p p l i c a t i o n  f o r  Regular  
Army and G U I N N  asked him i f  he r e c a l l e d  any s p e c i f i c  
a c t i o n s  t h a t  took  p l a c e  du r ing  t h i s  t ime (pg.  3 )  . G U I N N  
asked t h e  w i t n e s s  i f  h e  had r e c e i v e d  any r e p o r t s  p e r t a i n i n g  
t o  t h e  i n c i d e n t  t o  which t h e  w i tnes s  r e p l i e d  he  had n o t  
h?g. 4 )  
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EXIIIBITS 


NUMBER D E S C R I P T I O N  NOTES PAGES 

I i W i t  did n o t  re- 1 


i ~ i ~ eTRIDENT ( 2 2  M a r )  c a l l  s e e i n g .  
 9 
America1 N e w s  Snee t  W i t  did not re-

2 8  Mar 68 

RODRIGUEZ ' s s t a t e m e n t  

M A P -

MAP-&lap 6739 I1 with VC n a m e  BARKER'S crash.  1 25  

Used t o  locate I 


-----+=MAP-!Map 6739  I1 ( s m a l l  s ca l e )  BARKER'S crash:' 
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(The h e a r i n g  reconvened a t  0940 hours ,  22 January 
1970.) 

10: The hea r ing  w i l l  come t o  order .  

RCDR: The following named persons a r e  p resen t :  LTG 
PEERS, MR MACCRATE, COL ARMSTRONG, and MAJ LYNN. 

S i r ,  t h e  nex t  wi tness  i s  Major David HACKING. 

(MAJ HACKING was c a l l e d  a s  a wi tness ,  was sworn, 
and t e s t i f i e d  as  follows :) 

RCDR: Major HACKING,  f o r  t h e  record  w i l l  you p lease  
s t a t e  your f u l l  name, grade,  S o c i a l  S e c u r i t y  number, organi-
z a t i o n ,  and s t a t i o n ?  

A. David HACKING,  Major , S o c i a l  Secur i ty  number 
, Hea<quarters,  CONARC, Ind iv idua l  Tra in ing ,  Arny 

Tra in ing  Center ,  Basic  Combat Training Branch. 

10: Major HACKING,  have you had an oppor tuni ty  t o  read  
t h e  ' i n s t r u c t i o n s  (Exh ib i t  M-57) ? 

A. Y e s ,  s i r ,  Ih2~7e. 

Q . Do you have any ques t ions  on them o r  do you under-
s t a n d  them? 

Y e s ,  s ir .  I have no ques t ions  on t h e m .  

Q On my l e f t ,  Major HACKING, i s  M r .  Robert MACCRATE. 
He is a c i v i l i a n  lawyer,  who has  volunteered h i s  s e r v i c e s  t o  
t h e  Sec re ta ry  of  t h e  Amy t o  a s s i s t  me and o t h e r  members of 
this team and t h i s  inqu i ry .  He a l s o  has  provided l e g a l  coun-
s e l  t o  me and t o  o t h e r  members of  t h e  team. On my r i g h t  is  
Colonel ARMSTRONG, who i s  assigned t o  t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  team 
by the  Of f i ce  of  t h e  Chief o f  S t a f f  t o  se rve  as an a s s i s t a n t  
t o  m e  i n  t h i s  inqui ry .  

B t h  of  these  i n d i v i d u a l s  may a l s o  address ques-
t i o n s  t o  you t h i s  morning. I ,  however, w i l l  have t h e  f i n a l  
r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  for p u t t i n g  t o g e t h e r  t h e  r e p o r t ,  weighing t h e  
evidence,  and a l s o  making f ind ings  and recommendations. A-
s i d e  from t h i s  group t h e r e  a r e  s e v e r a l  o t h e r  teams t h a t  a r e  
t ak ing  testimony from people a t  t h i s  t ime. 
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~s a member of  the m i l i t a r y  you a r e  d i r e c t e d  no t  
t o  d iscuss  your testimony w i t h  o t h e r s ,  inc luding o t h e r  in-
d iv idua l s  who may appear be fore  #is inqu i ry  a s  a witness or  
a s  wi tnesses ,  except  as you may be required  t o  do s o  i n  t h e  
performance o f  o f f i c i a l  duty o r  as may be necessary be fore  
a competent admin i s t ra t ive ,  j u d i c i a l  , o r  l e g i s l a t i v e  body. 
With respec t  t o  the l e g i s l a t i v e  body, t h e r e  is a p o s s i b i l i t y  
t h a t  you may be requested and required  t o  appear before  one 
of  the congressional  committees. Spec i f i c a l l y ,  it is pos-
s i b l e  t h a t  you w i l l  be asked t o  appea r  be fore  t h e  i nves t i -
ga t i on  subcommittee of  t h e  House Armed Serv ices  Committee. 

I do no t  b e l i e v e  you have been c i t e d  o r  cautioned 
by t he  military judge i n  t h e  genera l  cour t -mar t ia l  case of 
t h e  United S t a t e s  v. Cal ley,  is that co r r ec t ?  

A. That is c o r r e c t ,  sir. 
c-4 

Q- I do no t  t h ink  it l i k e l y  t h a t  you w i l l  be c i t e d .  0 
But j u s t  i n  t h e  even t  t h a t  such does come about,  your appear- a 
ance here  before  this inqu i ry  would i n  no way change either 
the  e f f e c t  o r  t h e  a p p l i c a b i l i t y  of t h a t  o rder  o r  any compar- . ,-a >  
ab l e  o rder  by any of  t h e  judges who may be assigned t o  the X 
cour t -mar t ia l  cases  r e s u l t i n g  from t h e  My Lai i nc iden t .  Also 
i n  t h e  case of  t h e  appearance before  t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  sub-
committee o r  any of those l e g i s l a t i v e  bodies , your appearance 
h e r e  would i n  no way change your requirement t o  t e s t i f y  be-
f o r e  those groups. Do you have any ques t ions  a t  t h i s  time? 

A. No, sir .  

Q. Major HACKING, would you i n d i c a t e  what your duty 
assignment was i n  March of 1968? 

A. A t  t h a t  t i n e ,  sir,  I was assigned as the opera t ions  
advisor  t o  the  p rov inc ia l  advisory team i n  Quang Ngai. 

Q. And how long had you been i n  t h a t  capaci ty?  

A. I a r r i ved  t h e r e ,  s i r ,  i n  January 1 9 6 8 ,  and I was 
immediately assigned i n  t h a t  capaci ty  a t  t h a t  time. 

Q How long a f t e r  March d id  you remain i n  t h a t  capa-
c i t y ?  

(HACKING) 2 

FOR O F F I C I A L  USE ONLY 

APP T-203 



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

A. U n t i l  A p r i l  1968 when I became t h e  c h i e f  of s t a f f  
a d v i s o r ,  Regional Forces/Popular Forces advisor .  

Q,
job? 

RF/PF adv i so r .  And how long d i d  you s t a y  i n  t h a t  

A. U n t i l  December 1968. 
* 

Q. So you s t ayed  r i g h t  wi th  t h e  Quang Ngai Province 
advisory  group throughout your  t o u r  t h e r e ?  

A.  Yes, sir. 

Q. From t h e  t ime t h e  My Lai  i n c i d e n t  became a mat t e r  
o f  p u b l i c  knowledgs sometime i n  September and October 1969, 
j u s t  about 5 months ago, have you had any conversat ions w i t h  
anybody from tJie province advisory team o r  from any of t h e  
p r o v i n c i a l  advisovy teams w i t h i n  Quang Ngai o r  t h e  2d ARVN 
Divis ion advisory team o r  personnel  from the  America1 Divi-
s i o n  concerning what may have t r a n s p i r e d  a t  My Lai on the  
1 6  March 196% o r  any of t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  process r e l a t i n g  
t o  i t ?  

A. N o ,  s i r ,  n o t  s p e c i f i c a l l y  r e l a t i n g  t o  M y  Lai .  I 
had a conversa t ion  with Colonel GUINN, b u t  i t  d i d  n o t  ad-
d r e s s  s p e c i f i c a l l y  t h e  My Lai i n c i d e n t .  

Q What d i d  he t a l k  about? 

A. I contac ted  him, sir .  A s  a ma t t e r  of  personal  
c u r i o s i t y ,  I telephoned him. A t  t h e  same time I am p r e s e n t l y  
process ing  my a p p l i c a t i o n  f o r  Regular Army, and I wanted i n  
f a c t  t o  g e t  a l e t t e r  of  recommendation from him. During 
i3ie course  o f  t h e  conversa t ion  I mentioned t h e  My Lai i n c i -
d e n t  as  a m a t t e r  of c u r i o s i t y ,  and Colonel G U I N N  asked me i f  
I could r e c a l l  any s p e c i f i c  a c t i o n s  t h a t  took p l a c e  during 
t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  t ime i n  t h e  opera t ion  i t s e l f .  From t h e r e  
the conversa t ion  proceeded t o  d i scuss ing  Colonel BARKER, who 
was  l a t e r  k i l l e d  i n  t h e  same g e n e r a l  .area.  That was the ex-
t e n t  of the conversat ion.  

Q e  Did you d i scuss  any papers  o r  anything t h a t  may
have gone through t h e  headquar ters  a t  t h a t  t ime? 
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A. I be l ieve  Colonel G U I N N  asked me i f  I had received 
any r epo r t s  per ta in ing  t o  t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  i nc iden t ,  and a t  
t h a t  time, I had no t .  

Q. A s  the  operat ions advisor  what d u t i e s  d i d  you
perform?' Could you explain what your du t i e s  were? 

A. S i r ,  I worked with the  p rov inc ia l  advisory team 
with counterparts  on the prov inc ia l  adminstrat ive s i d e  as 
we l l  as the  m i l i t a r y  s ide .  I had a counterpart  who ran the 
operat ions  cen te r ,  o r  the  S3.  My p a r t i c u l a r  funct ion was t o  
advise him on any- operat ions conducted by provinc ia l  forces 
o r  t h a t  the  provincia l  forces  pa r t i c ipa t ed  i n  and t o  assist 
h i m  i n  t h e  operat ion of the  operat ions cen te r .  A t  the same 
t i m e  the  advisory team a l s o  maintained our own opera t ions  
cen te r ,  and I w a s  the  primary o f f i c e r  i n  con t ro l  the re .  

Q. Where was the  TOC located with respect  t o  tihe 
headquarters?V 

A. A t  t h a t  time, s i r ,  we were operat ing d i r e c t l y  be-
hind the  provincia l  headquarters.  We were separated.  The 

3advisory TOC was behind the  p rov inc ia l  headquarters building 0 
and a t  t h a t  time the  ARVN, o r  t h e  RF/PF por t ion  of i t ,  w a s  f 
d i r e c t l y  across- the  s t r e e t  from i t ,  a d i s tance  of approxi-
mately 100 yards. -. 

r ,  

3;
Q. Across t he  s t r e e t  from the  headquarters? 

A. Yes, s ir .  

Q From .the r e a r  p a r t  of the  building? 

A. From the  f r o n t  part., s ir ,  across lhe main s t r e e t .  

Q Off t o  the  r i g h t  f ron t  o r  l e f t  f r o n t ,  because 
t he re  was a s t r e e t  t h a t  t eed  r i g h t  on i t  as I remember, didfi ' t  
it? 

A. No, s i r .  The f i r s t  s t r e e t  was t o  the  right, and 
then there  was one t o  the  l e f t ,  and it was d i r e c t l y  i n  the 
cen te r  of t h a t  loca t ion ,  d i r e c t l y  across the  f r o n t  from the  
prov inc ia l  headquarters.  
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Q 'Do you know i f  they kep t  any f i l e s  over  t h e r e  o r  
not? 

A. Yes, sir.  They had some f i l e s .  

Q Were t h e r e  any U.S. f i l e s  over t h e r e ?  

A.  N o  s i r .  A t  t h a t  tjme t h e r e  was none. 

Q Who normally worked over t h e r e  from the  U.S. s i d e  
. on a permanent b a s i s ?  

A .  A t  t h a t  tLme, s ir ,  t h e r e  were no U . S .  i n  t h a t  par-
t i c u l a r  bui ld ing .  W e  had r e c e n t l y  moved o u t  from our  o ld  
headquar ters  which was down i n  the  main compound, the  main 
p r o v i n c i a l  compound, and moved up behind the  headquarters  
as a r e s u l t  of the  Communist a c t i v i t i e s  dur ing  the  Tet  Of-

- f ens ive .  The p r o v i n c i a l  headquarters  had r e c e n t l y  moved 
from the TOC over  t o  t h a t  a rea .  A s  y e t  we had not  moved 
over t h e r e  t o  form a combined TOC. 

Q , Did you subsequently move over  and combine i t ?  

A.  Y e s ,  s i r ,  we d id .  

G!. About when d i d  t h a t  take  p lace ,  do you remember? 

A.  I 'm n o t  s u r e ,  s i r .  I b e l i e v e  it was about t h e  
middle p o r t i o n  of the  yea r ,  somewhere around June o r  J u l y .  
W e  hald d i f f i c u l t i e s  ob ta in ing  m a t e r i a l  t o  c o n s t r u c t  it. 

- 8 .  Your d u t i e s  when you l e f t  t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  assign-
ment and moved over t o  the  RF/PF were j u s t  t h e  normal PF 
advisory r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  t o  a s s i s t  i n  t h e  o rgan iza t ion ,  
t r a i n i n g ,  i n s t r u c t i n g ,  and s o  f o r t h  f o r  t h e  RF and t h e  PF, 
i s  t h a t  c o r r e c t ?  

I A. Yes, sir, A t  t h a t  time Major HOA, who was t h e  RF/ 
PF commander f o r  Quang Ngai Provinc.e, and a d d i t i o n a l l y  I a l s o  
worked wi th  Major M I N H ,  who was t h e  ch ie f  of s t a f f .  I n  theory 
I w a s  adv i s ing  these  two personnel .  

' Q - A t  t h a t  time a s  I r e c a l l  from one of the r e p o r t s ,  
you were right i n  the  process  of organiz ing  your group head-
q u a r t e r s ?  
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A. yes, sir. 

Q - I believe you organized two of them. Is that 
correct? 

A. I n i t i a l l y ,  sir, w e  organized two one of which 
stayed i n  the provincial  headquarters i t s e l f .  The other one, 
I bel ieve,  w a s  -assigned t o  Son Tinh  Province i n i t i a l l y .  

Q. When you were i n  this operational capacity,  were 
you aware of Task Force Barker? 

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q. Were you aware of t h e i r  operational  areas? 

A.  Yes, sir. Invariably the request f o r  A 0  extensions 
would receive f i n a l  approval a t  provincial headquarters. 

Q- A t  province, even i n  the operational  area of the 
2d 'ARVN Division, they had t o  g e t .  an ARVN chop first? O r  
how did .this happen? 

A. Normally, sir ,  we would receive a request f o r  an 
A0 extension i n  one of two ways. It might have come directly 
from the America1 forces or i t  would come by the U.S. advisory 
team a t  Team 2 ,  from division.  If an A0 extension were re-
quested of the  CG, 2d ARVN Division, it was a case of jus t  
informing us t h a t  ne was giving it t o  t h e m .  Bowever, the 
requests occasionally did or ig ina te  through the provincial 
headquarters f i r s t  . 
!2- Were you famil iar  with the operation which they had 
planned i n  t h i s  eastern end of Son T i n h  D i s t r i c t ,  t h a t  w h i c h  
we know as tJie Son My Village area? 

A. Only i n  as much, s ir ,  as  I knew the  A0 extension 
had been granted and t h a t  Task Force Barker had intended t o  
operate i n  the  Pinkvil le area. 

0 - You didn ' t  know when they were going i n  o r  the 
d e t a i l s  of the operation? 

A. I don ' t  r e c a l l  ever having seen an operations or-
der ,  sir, t h a t  gave me the spec i f ics .  
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Q. W e  understand from having t a l k e d  t o  Colonel HEN-
DERSON, t h e  11 th  Brigade commander, t h a t  some time around 
1100 o r  s h o r t l y  be fo re  noon he had a  conference,  a c t u a l l y  
a cour tesy  c a l l ,  because t h i s  was r e a l l y  h i s  f i r s t  f u l l  day 
as  t h e  b r igade  comrnand?r with Colonel K H I E N ,  t h e  province 
chief. A t  t h a t  t ime he i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  he t o l d  Colonel KHIEN 
t h a t  this opera t ion  had been i n i t i a t e d ,  and g e n e r a l l y  t h e  
concept of opera t ion ,  and s o  on. Were you aware of t h a t  
informal  in terv iew? 

A. No, sir. 

Q* Afte r  t h e  opera t ion  g o t  s t a r t e d ,  d i d  you become 
aware of what was going on o u t  t h e r e ?  

A. I knew t h a t  t h e  opera t ion  was i n  progress  out  
t h e r e ,  sir. I n  a s  much as we had no advisory personnel  from 
t?3e advisory team, I had no way of fo l lowing t h e  progress  of 
it. The only r e p o r t s  I rece ived  were secoildhand from con- 
t a c t s  through t h e  2d ARVN Divis ion  advisory personnel .  

Q- Were you aware of t h e  r e s u l t s  of  t h e  f i r s t  dal7's 
ope ra t ion?  

A. Only i n  as  much a s  t h e  U . S .  claimed t h e  VC casual-
t ies ,  sir. This was presented t h e  fol lowing day a t  t h e  e a r l y  
l u u ~ ~ i l i g jb r i e f i n g  xhleIi was c~~ii3iictedat 2d kXv"Liu' D i v i s i o n  wilicl-1 
I normally a t tended.  

Q. Who d i d  you a t t e n d  wi th?  

A. I was t h e  only r e p r e s e n t a t i v e ,  s i r ,  usua l ly  from 
t h e  p r o v i n c i a l  advisory team. Normally it c o n s i s t e d  of  t h e  
s t a f f  adv i so r s ,  sen io r -  adv i so r ,  and deputy be ing  b r i e f e d  on 
the previous day ' s  a c t i v i t i e s  and any pending opera t ions  f o r  
t h a t  day. 

Q. W e l l ,  i t  would e i t h e r  be somebody from the  opera t ions  
shop o r  from poss ib ly  i n t e l l i g e n c e  i f  you d i d n ' t  do i t  then? 

A. Yes, s i r .  

Q m  Did Colonel G U I N N  a t t e n d  those  p e r i o d i c a l l y ?  

A. Occasional ly,  s i r ,  he d i d .  But a s  a normal course  
o f  events  I a t t ended ,  s i r ,  o r  someone I des ignated ,  and they  

. . .  . 
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o r  I normally would brief Colonel GUINN on any i t e m s  of i n -
t e r e st a t  o u r  n e x t  morning's b r i e f i n g .  

Q. What do you remember &out t h e  r e s u l t s  of the op-
e r a t i o n  on 16 March? 

A. Very l i t t l e ,  s ir ,  o t h e r  t h a n  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  .I re-
ceived r e p o r t s  that t h e  c a s u a l t i e s  taken  had been p r imar i ly  
from mines and booby t r a p s ,  which coincided with o u r  g e n e r a l  
knowledge of the a r e a ,  

Q. C a s u a l t i e s  which they had taken? 

A. Which U.S. f o r c e s  had taken, 

Q- D o  you remember what t h e  U.S. c a s u a l t i e s  w e r e ?  

A. No, sir, n o t  s p e c i f i c a l l y .  They w e r e  n o t  heavy 
a t  t h e  t i m e  t h a t  I rece ived  t h e m ,  and VC c a s u a l t i e s  w e r e  
noth ing  t h a t  I can remember as be ing  s i g n i f i c a n t  a t  t h a t  
time. 

Q. L e t  m e  go back j u s t  a l i t t l e  b i t .  I won ' t  g e t  ou t  
t h e  log  and s o  f o r t h ,  b u t  r e m e m b e r  they had come i n  i n  Decem-
b e r ,  and they  had taken about a month t o  g e t  shaken down, so 
they r e a l l y  d i d n ' t  g e t  ope ra t ing  u n t i l  t h e  l a t t e r  p a r t  of 
January o r  f i r s t  p a r t  of February.  A s  f a r  a s  t h e  b r igade  is 
concerned, t h i s  was t h e  b i g g e s t  day t h a t  they had had s i n c e  
t h e y  had been i n  country.  A s  a m a t t e r  of f a c t ,  it was t h e  
b i g g e s t  r epor ted  o p e r a t i o n  i n  a l l  of South Vietnam. Would 
t h e  figu.res of 1 2 8  enemy KIA ring a bell with you? 

A. NO, sir, 

Q- D o  you remember anything about t h e  weapons count? 

A, A t  the c l o s e  of t h e  opera t ion ,  sir, t h e y  had what 
was considered t o  be  a  l a r g e  number of captured weapons which 
t h e y  had picked up. Again t h i s  w a s  i n  keeping w i t h  ou r  genera l  
understanding o f  t h e  a r e a  i n  t h a t  t h e r e  was a VC main f o r c e  
b a t t a l i o n  h a b i t u a l l y  l o c a t e d  there. These weapons d i d  coin-  
c i d e  with t h a t  s i z e  u n i t ,  and they  d i d  have a weapons d i sp lay  
se t  up i n  Quang Ngai, i n  t h e  cikY of Quang Ngai, later on 
where s e v e r a l  of t h e s e  weapons were r epor ted  t o  have-- 

Q- ( In te rpos ing)  About what time w a s  t h a t  weapons d i s -  
p l a y  now, do you remember? 

(HACKING) B APP T-203 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

A. No, s i r ,  w e  had s e v e r a l  o f  them. .They would 
b r i n g  o u t  t h e  weapons anytime t h e y  had any type  of  f u n c t i o n  

' 

. t h a t  cou ld  conce ivab ly  draw a l a r g e  number of  people .  

Q- The weapons count  on t h a t  f i rs t  day was exceeding-
Py low. The figures that are shown i n  all t h e  l o g s  are 128 
VC K I A ,  2 U . S .  K I A ,  11 U . S .  WIA, 3 weapons cap tu red .  Do you 
remember t h o s e  f i g u r e s  now? 

A. The U.S. c a s u a l t y  f i g u r e s ,  s i r ,  appear  t o  be  what 
I remember. They were q u i t e  low. 

Q D i d  t h e  A m e r i c a 1  D iv i s ion  normal ly  make it a  p rac -
t ice  o f  p rov id ing  you a copy of  t h e i r  d a i l y  news b u l l e t i n ,  o r  
d i d  t h e  1 1 t h  Brigade prov ide  you w i t h  c o p i e s  of  t h e i r  weekly 
newssheet? 

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  They d i d .  

Q- Do you remember t h i s  o p e r a t i o n  b e i n g  w r i t t e n  up i n  
e i t h e r  one of those?  

A. N o ,  s i r .  I d o n ' t  recal l  e v e r  r e a d i n g  about  it 
s p e c i f i c a l l y .  

Q- Do you remenher an  ar t ic le  about  it i n  The S t a r s  
and Stripes? 

A. NO,  sir.  

Q Here's t h e  11th I n f a n t r y  Brigade newssheet ,  c a l l e d  
T h e  T r i d e n t ,  o f  2 2  March. See i f  t h a t  may r e f r e s h  your  memory.
Phat has  been e n t e r e d  as E x h i b i t  M-17. I a l s o  have E x h i b i t  
M-23 which i s  an  A m e r i c a 1  N e w s  S h e e t ,  which covers  t h e  s a m e  
o p e r a t i o n .  Th i s  i s  d a t e d  t h e  1 7 t h .  

A. I have s e e n  bo th  of t h e s e  p u b l i c a t i o n s ,  s i r ,  b u t  
not  on a r egu la r ly - schedu led  b a s i s ,  and I do n o t  recal l  e v e r  
having read e i t h e r  o f  t h e s e .  

9. W e  know our  purpose i s  t r y i n g  t o  t a k e  you back 2 2  
months. 

A. Yes, sir ,  and I 'm having  d i f f i c u l t y  r e a l l y .  

Q. I know t h a t ,  A t  t h e  same t i m e  you must know t h a t  
w e  know q u i t e  a b i t  about t h i s ,  sa one t h i n g  I d o n ' t  want t o  . 
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do is t o  g i v e  you information t h a t  would p u t  words i n  your 
mouth o r  thoughts  i n  your mind. A l l  we ' re  t r y i n g  t o  g e t  i s  
a c t u a l l y  what you r e m e m b e r  of it. What w e ' r e  t r y i n g  to' do 
i s  t o  g ive  you b i t s  and l e a d s  t h a t  may r e f r e s h  your memory 
on c e r t a i n  th ings .  

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q. About t h i s  t i m e  per iod  along toward t h e  end of 
March do you recall a le t ter  o r  a r e p o r t  being given by t h e  
v i l l a g e  c h i e f  o f  Son My t o  t h e  d is t r ic t  c h i e f  of  Son Tinh 
r e p o r t i n g  what information he ga thered  concerning what had 
taken p l a c e  o u t  in My L a i  o r  Tu Cung. Members of the d i s -
t r i c t  and p r o v i n c i a l  advisory team h a b i t u a l l y  worked with 
a c h a r t  such as this (po in t ing  o u t  E x h i b i t  MAP-3) t o  t r ans -  
l a t e  t h e  names which are shown on the map to  t h e  terms that 
are normally used here .  So you see when we t a l k  about Son 
My, we're t a l k i n g  he re  about t h e  hamlet of Tu Cung, the 
hamlet of My L a i ,  t h e  h a i l e t  of My Khe and t h e  hamlet of  C o  
Luy. Did you ever  hea r  of a r e p o r t  being submit ted covering 
Son My, o r  Tu Cung, o r  Co Luy, o r  My Lai?  

A. No, sir.  However, t h e r e  w e r e  s e v e r a l  r e p o r t s  t h a t  
came i n  from a l l  t h e  d i s t r i c t s ,  Son Tinh probably more s o  than  
any o t h e r s ,  p e r t a i n i n g  t o  problems r e s u l t i n g  from American 
a c t i v i t y  i n  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  a r e a .  But a s  f a r  a s  a p a r t i c u l a r  
message p e r t a i n i n g  t o  t h i s  a c t i o n  here ,  I c a n ' t  r e c a l l  a 
s p e c i f i c  one, 

Q T e l l  me a l i t t l e  b i t  about t h e s e  r e p o r t s  t h a t  were 
coming i n ,  What w e r e  they  complaining about? 

A. Usually,  sir, it w a s  a r e s u l t  of a g r e a t  d e a l  of 
t r a f f i c  on Highway 1 and.-the l a r g e  number of re fugees  t h a t  
had moved i n t o  t h e  a r e a  and congregated r i g h t  i n  his p o r t i o n  
of Son Tinh. The v a s t  ma jo r i ty  of t h e s e  r e p o r t s  were t h e  
r e s u l t s  of U. S, v e h i c u l a r  t r a f f i c  . 
Q. Reckless d r iv ing?  

A. Reckless d r i v i n g  and i n d i v i d u a l  a c t s  of s o l d i e r s  
abusing t h e  Vietnamese merchants along t h e  roadside.  Some 
i n c i d e n t s  were where Amerlcan a r t i l l e r y  o r  a r t i l l e r y  f i r e  
had caused damage t o  v i l l a g e s  and houses, 

Q - Did you g e t  p r e t t y  good r e s t i t u t i o n  when you d i d  
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damage t o  houses o r  wounded somebody, f o r  example, a s  a re-
s u l t  of a r t i l l e r y  f i r e ?  - D i d  you g e t  p r e t t y  prompt a c t i o n  on 
t h i s  ? 

A ,  Out of the  province c h i e f ,  s i r ?  

Q No, ou t  of the  America1 Divis ion.  I suppose they 
were t h e  ones t h a t  were d i r e c t i n g  a r t i l l e r y .  

. A. The only i n c i d e n t ,  s i r ,  t h a t  I can s p e c i f i c a l l y  
r e c a l l ,  where t h e  American a r t i l l e r y  was involved--and they 
were t h e  only ones who d id  t h e  fir ing--was down i n  Tu Nghia 
Province ( s i c )  . 

. Q - Which province? 

. A. Tu Nghia, s ir .  This was a r e s u l t  of t h e  175, s i r .  
They were being used t o  l a y  i n  some p r o t e c t i v e  f i r e .  Resul t s  
of the  damage were very promptly handled a t  America1 Divis ion.  

Q You d i d n ' t  hear of any r e p o r t  from t h e  v i l l a g e  
chief  t o  t h e  d i s t r i c t  c h i e f ?  

A. Not s p e c i f i c a l l y  . 
Q = D i d  you hear of any r e p o r t  from the  d i s t r i c t  ch ie f  
t o  t h e  province ch ie f  making a l l e g a t i o n s  on an opera t ion  t h a t  
may have taken p lace  ou t  t h e r e  about t h i s  time? 

. A. No, s ir .  

; Q - I have h e r e ,  Major HACKING, a r e p o r t  submit ted by 
the  d i s t r i c t  ch ie f  of Son Tinh with an English t r a n s l a t i o n  
on top  of it. This i s  dated 2 8  March and has been en te red  
i n t o  t h e  record  as Exh ib i t  M-28. Would you t ake  a  look a t  
both of t h e s e ,  study them, and i n d i c a t e  whether o r  n o t  you 
had e i t h e r  seen these  o r  a r e  f a m i l i a r  with the  contents  of 
them? 

A. I have seen r e p o r t s  s i m i l a r  t o  t h a t ,  s i r ,  b u t  
I c a n ' t  say t h a t  I have eve r  seen t h a t  s p e c i f i c  r e p o r t .  

Q But the same genera l  kind of r e p o r t ?  

A.  The same genera l  type  of r e p o r t ,  y e s ,  sir .  
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Q Although I r ecogn ize  t h a t  t h e r e  r e a l l y  i s n ' t  such 
a t i t l e  as t h e  deputy ,  he  was expec ted  t o  t a k e  care of  t h e  
m i l i t a r y  matters which i s  t o  s ay  s e c t o r ?  

A. Yes, sir.  

6. You n e i t h e r  saw n o r  hea rd  any th ing  about  a docu-
ment such as this? 

A. T o  t h e  b e s t  o f  my knowledge, no, sir.  

Q I have h e r e  ano the r  document which i s  a s t a t e m e n t  
s igned  by Captain  Angel RODRIGUEZ, d a t e d  1 4  A p r i l ,  which has  
been e n t e r e d  i n t o  t h e  r eco rd  as E x h i b i t  M-30. Th is  photo  o f  
the  document i s  n o t  t o o  good, b u t  y o u ' l l  f i n d  a c l e a r  c e r t i -
f i e d  t r u e  copy underneath i t  which may h e l p  you. Do you know 
Capta in  RODRIGUEZ? 

A. Yes, sir.  

Q What was h i s  job? 

A. H e  w a s  a t  t h a t  t i m e  t h e  a s s i s t a n t  t o  Major GAVIN. 

51 Did you e v e r  s e e  t h i s  document? 

P!* Hot Sir. 

. . 
Q Did .you e v e r  h e a r  any th ing  about  i t ?  

A. NoI sir. 

Q Colonel  G U I N N  never  d i s c u s s e d  any o f  t h i s  wi th  
you? 

A. N o ,  sir. 

Q =  I have one o t h e r  document which I would l i k e  t o  
show you. T h i s  is a p o s t a l  message from t h e  G2 of T a c t i c a l  
Zone 1 2 ,  which a c t u a l l y  i s  t h e  2d ARVN ~ i v i s i o n ,Quang Ngai 

. S e c t o r .  This  p o s t a l  message i s  d a t e d  15  A p r i l  and has  been 
e n t e r e d  into t h e  r e c o r d  a s  E x h i b i t  M-32. Again t h e  V i e t -
namese i s  on the bottom and t h e  ~ n g l ' i s ht r a n s l a t i o n  on t h e  
top.  Did you e v e r  s e e  t h a t  document? 

A. No, sir. 
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Q Ever h e a r  anything about t h a t ?  

A. No, sir. 

Q. Were you e v e r  under t h e  impression that ARVN was  
conducting an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  o f  any k ind?  

A. No, sir. I was never  under the impression that 
any massacre had t aken  place--

Q .  ( In terpos ing)  I d i d n ' t  say t h a t  a massacre had 
taken p lace .  

A. That t h e r e  w a s  any reason t o  conduct an i n v e s t i -
g a t i o n  i n t o  t h e  opera t ion  t h a t  w a s  conducted i n  t h e  M y  L a i  
a rea .  

4

Q W e  know t h a t  some d i scuss ions  took p lace .  W e  knm 4 

f o r  example t h a t  Colonel G U I N N  one day had a d i s c u s s i o n  w i t h  rl 
3 

some people o u t  i n  t h e  advisory s t a f f  of t h e  2 d  ARVN ~ i v i s i o n ,  
which took p l a c e  g e n e r a l l y  a f t e r  the morning b r i e f i n g  o r  r i g h t  

-.
i n  about t h a t  time. So i f  you normally were i n  a t tendance ,  a-

you might have been p r e s e n t  a t  this meeting. The d i scuss ion  ,Ti 

g e n e r a l l y  centered  around, a s  w e  would understand it, a re-
p o r t  from t h e  census gr ievance  people. 

A.  I can r e c a l l  t h e r e  were many conversa t ions  that 
per ta ined  t o  census gr ievance  r e p o r t s ,  complaints ,  t h ings  of 
this nature. U r l d e r  iiorriiai co~iciiLions, I did iiol Geczrrrie In-
volved, and I d i d  n o t  become involved i n  a c t i v i t i e s  o u t s i d e  
the o p e r a t i o n a l  a spec t s  of t h e  province.  I d i d  accompany 
Colonel GUINN i n  many a reas  many times , b u t  I can 't r e c a l l  
any s p e c i f i c s  as  f a r  a s  those  i tems were concerned. He may 
have very wel l  d iscussed  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  i n c i d e n t  wi th  m e ,  
b u t  a t  the time he d i scussed  it, i t  w a s  no t  put i n  such a 
manner t h a t  it was repor ted  o r  considered s u f f i c i e n t  f o r  m e  
t o  do anything about i t  o r  concern myself wi th  it ,  

Q. You don' t remember anything wi th  Colonel G U I N N  
and t h e  G 2  adv i so r ,  G 3  adv i so r  a t  ARVN, and t h e  execut ive  
o f f i c e r ,  Lieutenant  Colonel CROMNELL, d i scuss ing  one p a r t i -
c u l a r  i tem which had an a l l e g a t i o n  t h a t  a l a r g e  number of 
women and c h i l d r e n  had been k i l l e d ?  

I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  ever being p r e s e n t  a t  a d i scuss ion  
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A. I n t o  w h a t  I choose t o  refer t o  as t h e  c i v i l i a n  
a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  s i d e ,  no, sir. 

Q. D o  you ever remember General KOSTER coming i n  m d  
t a l k i n g  to  the province chief, o r  t a l k i n g  t o  M r .  MAY, or Colonel 
GUINN? 

A. Y e s ,  sir. 


Q - How of ten did  he do t h a t ?  


A. Two o r  three t imes t h a t  I can r e c a l l ,  sir. 


Q- W e r e  you p r e s e n t  during any o f  the d i scuss ions?  


A. I b e l i e v e  I was p r e s e n t  a t  one of  t h e m ,  sir, but 
I c a n ' t  be s u r e .  

Q - Do .you r e m e m b e r  anything that w a s  d i scussed  -there? 

A. No, sir. The only  r e c o l l e c t i o n  I have o f  t h e  
b r i e f i n g s  that  I w a s  p r e s e n t  a t  i n  Colonel GUINN's o f f i c e  w a s  
j u s t  a f t e r  t h e  briefing of  t h e  s t a t u s  of t h e  p r o v i n c i a l  fo r -
ces, and p r o v i n c i a l  programs, more o r  less g e n e r a l  infoma-
t i o n  b r i e f i n g s  and updates,.  sir. 

Q - How about General  YOUNG, t h e  ADC? 

1 v . 7 - m  mn.4.. --- - - -J- -L3,. ,.,, any S r i e f i n y s  Liiat ile attend-~ L G D G J L L  

ed.  


Q- Do you know General YOUNG? 


A. I know who he i s ,  sir.  

Q. How about  Colonel HENDERSON? 

A. Yes, six. I met .Colonel HENDERSON. 

Q. Did he come i n  p e r i o d i c a l l y ?  

A. Yes, s i r ,  H e  came i n  s e v e r a l  t imes.  I know he 
came i n  f o r  a b r i e f  d i scuss ion  w i t h  M r .  MAY, i n  a meeting 
with M r .  MAY and Colonel KHIEN a t  l e a s t  once. H e  was i n  to 
see Colonel GUINN on one o r  two occas ions ,  t h e r e a f t e r .  
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Q Do you remember when a l l  t h i s  took p lace?  Were 
you s t i l l  i n  t h e  opera t ions  o f f i c e r  capaci ty?  

A. I b e l i e v e ,  s i r ,  I was i n  both  c a p a c i t i e s  a t  t h e  
time . 
Q Did you s e e  him anytime i n  headquar ters  when he 
had h i s  l e g  i n  a c a s t ?  

A. No, sir .  

Q • How about Colonel BARKER? 

A,  I met Colonel BARKER on s e v e r a l  occasions.  

Q Where d i d  you meet him? 

A .  Both i n  t h e  p r o v i n c i a l  advisory headquar ters  and 
i n  s e v e r a l  a r e a s ,  p r imar i ly  what we c a l l e d  Buddha Mountain. 
I b e l i e v e  t h i s  a r e a  r i g h t  h e r e ,  s i r  ( i n d i c a t i n g  on MAP-1). 

Q- Yout r e  an o l d  hand a t  t h i s  province.  T e l l  me 
something. That ' s  Buddha Mountain. T e l l  me where i s  Mon-
a s t e r y  Mountain o r  Monastery H i l l ,  w i l l  you? 

A. Same t h i n g ,  sir.  

Q - Same one? 

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  T o  t h e  b e s t  of my knowledge, Buddha 
Mountain had a monastery on t o p  of it. . I t  was occas ional ly  
r e f e r r e d  t o  a s  Monastery H i l l  o r  Buddha Mountain, and I a l -
ways accepted t h e  t e r n s  as  synonymous. We used Buddha 
Mountain p r i m a r i l y ,  b u t  i f  Monastery H i l l  was r e f e r r e d  t o ,  
t h i s  was t h e  one. 

Q Well, going f u r t h e r  nor th  i n t o  Binh Son, was t h e r e  
another  h i l l  that had a monastery on i t ?  I d i d n ' t  s ee  it ,  
f rank ly ,  but  f r o m  a11 i n d i c a t i o n s  from j u s t  t h e  way the con-
t e x t  comes out  i t  doesn' t sound as  though i t ' s  Buddha Moun-
tain. They're t a l k i n g  about some o t h e r  monastery. 

A. I don' t know of any monastery t h a t  was nor th  of 
t h i s  one,  s i r .  There were s e v e r a l  o t h e r s ,  two t h a t  I can re-
c a l l ,  f u r t h e r  south .  
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Q. Did they have some EU?/PF up i n  there? It looked 
t o  m e  l i k e  I saw some defensive works up there ,  not i n  $he 
monastery, bu t  it looked t o  m e  l i k e  it was on t h e  south s i d e  
of it. 

A. A t  one time, sir,  they had a Popular Force pla-
toon which was located on the  southwestern t i p .  However, 
t h i s  platoon was  not always i n  attendance there .  laen  I 
queried m y  counterpart,  the 53, he indicated t h a t  both VC and 
ARVN use t h i s  area. It was mostly regarded by the Buddhist 
as  a no man's land o r  a neutral  zone where, i n  deference of 
the monastery and i t ' s  functions, nobody rea l ly  wanted t o  
f i g h t  there. However, w e  habi tual ly  used t h a t  pa r t i cu la r  
area as a headquarters area  f o r  a r t i l l e r y  support. 

Q- One area t h a t  has been pointed out  t o  us jus t  
norm of the boundary between Son Tinh and Binh Son, near 
1 4 4 ,  is a qui te .h igh  promontory. 

A. Y e s ,  s i r ,  it was. But we never re fer red  t o  t h i s  
as  Monastery H i l l .  The vas t  majority of khe time I was fly-
ing over t h i s  area I don ' t  r e c a l l  being on the ground there. 

Q. This is 108 meters, and t h a t  is 1 4 4 .  That is 
reasonably high f o r  t h i s  t e r r i to ry .  

A. Y e s ,  sir.  I think t h a t  area there  i s  much more 
broken up than Buddha Mountain i n  as much as Buddha Mountain 
jumps up. It was much c learer  t o  define, a rnucn more der'ined 
area. 

Q Do you remember any discussions with Colonel HEN-
DERSON concerning anything t h a t  may have t ranspired out i n  
t h i s  area? 

-
A. No, sir. 

Q How about h i s  2 o r  3 .  H i s  2 was named Lieutenant 
Colonel BLACKLEDGE, and h i s  3 Major MCKNIGHT? 

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q - Do you remember them coming i n  there  and discuss-
ing anything? 

At  I have ta lked t o  MCKNIGHT on a t  l e a s t  one occasion 
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that I can r e c a l l ,  s ir .  Pr imar i ly ,  t h e  d i scuss ion  t h a t  I can 
r e c a l l  having with him was about RF/PF l o c a t i o n s ,  and proposed 
d i s p o s i t i o n s ,  and t h e  f a c t  of t h e  l a r g e  number of mines and 
booby t r a p s  t h a t  were t o  be encountered i n  t h a t  a r e a ,  and 
the f a c t  t h a t  we d i d  cqns ider  i t  t o  be t h e  home base f o r  the 
VC bat t a l i o n .  

Q* But you d o n ' t  remember t a l k i n g  t o  anyone from t h e  
America1 Div i s ion ,  o r  b r igade ,  o r  Barker about anything t h a t  
may have t r a n s p i r e d  ou t  t h e r e  during t h i s  p e r i o d ,  o r  hea r ing  

. anybody e l s e  t a l k  about i t ?  

A. No, s i r .  Other than  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e r e  were a 
l o t  of VC t h e r e  and a l o t  of mines and booby t raps--general  
d i scuss ions  on why d idn '  t ARVN qo i n  t h e r e  and t h e  f a c t  t h a t  
they w e r e n ' t  going i n  t h e r e  because they  c o u l d n ' t  suppor t  
themselves--conversations along t h o s e  l i n e s ,  b u t  no s p e c i f i c s .  

Q A l i t t l e  whi le  ago you spoke of VC propaganda. 
Can you t e l l  us a l i t t l e  more about t h a t  propaganda? How 
did it come o u t ?  

A. The only r e c o l l e c t i o n  I have,  s i r ,  i s  t h a t  t o  t h e  
b e s t  of my knowledge it was through t h e  p r o v i n c i a l  Phuong 
Koang organ iza t ion .  But a VC propaganda s t o r y  would be c i r -
cu la ted  i n d i c a t i n g  t h a t  l a r g e  numbers of  Vietnamese c i v i l i a n s  
were being k l l l d  i n ~ i s c r i x i i i a t ~ l yby Z.S.  soldiers, znd t ha t  
t h i s  was a VC propaganda ploy. 

J 

Q - I have h e r e  a document which has  been e n t e r e d  i n t o  
t h e  record  a s  Exhib i t  R-1.  I would c a l l  your a t t e n t i o n  t o  
one of t h e  i n c l o s u r e s  which is some VC propaganda which came 
o u t  about t h i s  t ime. I would ask i f  you e v e r  had seen  a 
document of t h i s  na tu re?  

A. I have n o t  seen  this p a r t i c u l a r  document, s i r .  

Q- Did you e v e r  h e a r  of anything l i k e  t h a t ?  

A - Only g e n e r a l  conversa t ions  t h a t  the VC would use 
t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  technique t o  d i s c r e d i t  both ARVN and U . S .  
troops. That k ind  o f  propaganda a g a i n s t  us  was extremely 
b r i l l i m t  and was considered t o  be q u i t e  e f f e c t i v e  i n  many 
cases .  

Q m  Do you remember otAer i n s t a n c e s  where they  q o t  down 
t o  s p e c i f i c s  l i k e  they  do i n  t h e  second paragraph of t h e  
second page? 
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A. Yes, sir. I do r e c a l l  i n s t a n c e s  where they  spec i -
f i c a l l y  mention u n i t s  o r  names of i n d i v i d u a l s  t h a t  were i n -
volved i n  a t t a c k s  on v i l l a g e s .  One p a r t i c u l a r  case  I can re-
ca l l  i s  where d r i v e r s  caused a r a t h e r  s e r i o u s  acc iden t ,  and 
they  i d e n t i f i e d  t h e  unit and t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  who w a s  supposed-
l y  d r i v i n g  t h e  veh ic le .  But one a s  complete a s  t h i s ,  no, sir. 

Q. I have h e r e  a n o t i c e  which i s  publ ished by t h e  
Quang Nqai Nat ional  L ibe ra t ion  Front  Committee, da ted  2 8  
March 1968. This  has  been en te red  i n t o  t h e  record  as Exh ib i t  
14-35. H e r e  i s  t h e  Vietnamese vers ion ,  The English ve r s ion  
i s  on top. 

A. I never  s a w  t h a t  one,  s i r .  

Q- Did you e v e r  h e a r  anything l i k e  t h a t ?  

A. Only as t h e  VC w e r e  using t h i s  type  of propaganda
and i n d i c a t i n g  t h i s  type  of  a t r o c i t y ,  t h i s  type  of m a t e r i a l .  

Q- I understand t h e  RF and t h e  PF conducted some 
opera t ions  o u t  i n  t h i s  a rea .  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q Can you t e l l  us about those  opera t ions?  When was 
t h e  f i r s t  one? We're back now a f t e r  t h e  1st of Apr i l .  
When was t h e  f i r s t  ope ra t ion?  

A. I b e l i e v e ,  sir, approximately a month l a t e r  than  
t h a t .  W e  had r e c e n t l y  loca ted  an RF company a t  t h e  o l d  c i t -
ade l .  

Q. Y e s ,  you ' r e  moving back a f t e r  T e t  now, t r y i n g  t o  
recover  tk-e count rys ide  again ,  i s  t h a t  r i g h t ?  

A. W e  w e r e  p u t t i n g  ou t  PF and RD teams down i n  t h e  
lower por t ion .  We l o c a t e d  an RF company i n  t h i s  c i t a d e l  he re ,  
and two PF p la toons  o u t  h e r e  ( i n d i c a t i n g  on E x h i b i t  M A P - 1 ) .  . 
The opera t ion  t h a t  we conducted i n  t h a t  a r e a  w a s  t h e  r e s u l t  
of t h e  PF p la toons  be ing  forced  back i n  and t h e  R F  company 
abandoning them, where t h e y  s u f f e r e d  around 20 c a s u a l t i e s .  
One PF p la toon l o s t  approximately 20 weapons. 

Q* You say  around a month af ter  t h a t ,  around t h e  e a r l y  
p a r t  of May? 
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A. Ear ly  part of May o r  beginning of June, sir ,  i n  
that genera l  a r e a .  I don' t have t h e  s p e c i f i c  d a t e s ,  bu t  Task 
Force Barker was s t i l l  i n  e x i s t e n c e  a t  the  t i m e .  

Q m  Task Force Barker was i n  ex i s t ence?  v 

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  This was the  f i r s t  ope ra t ion  t h a t  I had 
been o u t  i n  t h a t  a rea .  This was t h e  opera t ion  t h a t  Colonel 
BARKER was k i l l e d  i n .  There had been opera t ions  conducted 
by t h e  Son Tinh subsec to r  using RF/PF t roops ,  b u t  under con-
t r o l  of t h e  d i s t r i c t ,  t o  i n s e r t  t h e  PF and RF u n i t s  ou t  t h e r e  
and t h e  RD teams. But they had n o t  progressed any f u r t h e r  
ou t  than a l i n e  genera l ly  drawn down through h e r e .  Other 
than shor t range  p a t r o l s ,  they had n o t  been p a s t  t h e  c i t a d e l .  

Q. W e l l ,  l e t  me r e f r e s h  your memory a l i t t l e  b i t ,  be-
cause w e  can t a l k  around t h i s .  Task Force Barker was d i ses -
t a b l i s h e d  on 9 Apr i l .  For a t ime a f t e r  t h a t ,  Colonel BARKER, 
a f t e r  a l eave  o r  something, went back t o  Duc Pho where he ser-
ved as execut ive  o f f i c e r  f o r  about another  month and a  h a l f .  
Then on around e i t h e r  t h e  l a t t e r  p a r t  o f  May o r  e a r l y  p a r t  o f  
June, I f o r g e t  t h e  exac t  d a t e ,  he took over  command of t h e  
4/3 which was opera t ing  genera l ly  t o  t h e  n o r t h ,  Binh Son D i s -
t r i c t  f o r  t h e  s r e a t e r  p a r t .  W e  know those  th ings .  We a l s o  
know t h a t  t h e r e  was an opera t ion  o u t  i n  t h i s  a r e a  i n  June. 
That was t h e  opera t ion  which Colonel BARKER was k i l l e d  i n ,  on 
13  June. I ' d  l i k e  t o  come t o  t h a t  ope ra t ion ,  b u t  f i r s t  be- 
fzre I g e t  t o  t h a t  I v:onld like again t~ ga over it t~ see i f  
w e ' r e  t a l k i n g  about t h e  same th ing .  Are we t a l k i n g  about an- 
o t h e r  a c t i v i t y  t h a t  took p lace  a s  f a r  a s  t h e  R F  and the  PF 
a r e  concerned? Were those two PF ou tpos t s  overrun and the  
RF n o t  suppor t ing  them? Are t h e s e  t h e  same i n c i d e n t  o r  a r e  
they s e p a r a t e ?  

A. There have been a s e r i e s ,  s i r ,  where Son Tinh D i s -
t r i c t  was having t r o u b l e  keeping t roops  o u t  t h e r e .  On s e v e r a l  
occas ions ,  t h e  PF had come back i n  on t h e i r  own, claiming 
they  w e r e  no t  supported by t h e  RF, t h a t  t h e  RF had not  sup- 
por t ed  them. It was a continuous s h u t t l e  back and f o r t h  of  
one u n i t  be ing  s e n t  i n  and coming back ou t  again.  

Q. I must say t h a t  wasn ' t  what you .described. It 
does sound a  l i t t l e  unusual t h a t  t h e  PF would be o u t  i n  f r o n t  
of tEie RF. 

A. Yes, sir.  

[KACKTNG) 21 - APP T-203 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 




FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 


Q- A t  l e a s t  t o  my way of  th ink ing ,  it would seem t o  
me t h a t  someone w a s  us ing  them f o r  cannon fodder.  

A. The IIF company commander i n  t h a t  l o c a t i o n  w a s  more 
or less m i l i t a r y  area commander, and he w a s  u s ing  t h e  PF 
t roops  as out-guards which w a s  a source of  con ten t ion  back 
i n  p r o v i n c i a l  headquarters .  Major HDA, who w a s  t h e  RFDF 
commander, had been o u t  t h e r e  on  two s e p a r a t e  occas ions  t h a t  
I know of  t o  a t tempt  t o  b o l s t e r  t h e  RF company commander and 
t h e  RF. P r i o r  t o  T e t  w e  had had an ARVN b a t t a l i o n  loca ted  
i n  t h a t  c i t a d e l  which had done extremely w e l l .  W e  w e r e  at-
tempting t o  g e t  one p u t  back i n  t h e r e ,  b u t  t h e  ARVN b a t t a l i o n  
was being used i n  o t h e r  areas a t  t h a t  t i m e .  P r i o r  t o  that 
t i m e ,  sir, I had never  been p a s t  t h e  c i t a d e l .  Major HOA h i m -
s e l f  had never been p a s t  t h e  c i t a d e l .  I had accompmied h i m  
t h e r e  on two o r  t h r e e  occasions before.  One t i m e  w e  estab-
l i s h e d  our  headquar ters  a t  t h e  command p o s t  a t  t h e  c i t a d e l  
and r a n  opera t ions  around t h e  c i t a d e l  i t se l f .  But genera l ly  
speaking w e  would o p e r a t e  from Buddha Mountain w i t h  a r t i l l e r y  
suppor t  w i t h  t h e  RE' u n i t  and t h e  PF u n i t s ,  and la ter  the RF 
groups, ope ra t ing  around i n  t h a t  a rea .  The only  t i m e  t h a t  I 
accompanied RE' t roops  p a s t  t h e  c i t a d e l  up towards M y  L a i  ( 4 )  
w a s  the opera t ion  when Colonel BARKER w a s  k i l l e d .  Previous 
t o  t h a t ,  I had been down i n  t h e  area where you have t h e  aero-
s c o u t  symbol, b u t  t h i s  w a s  out-loading ARVN t roops .  

Q- Down i n  An Loc a r e a ,  My Khe 1 2 ) ?  

A. I n  t h i s  a r e a  h e r e ,  s ir ,  and I had v i s i t e d  ARVN 
u n i t s  down along i n  t h i s  a r e a  when they  were working along 
t h e  per iphery.  

Q *  L e t ' s  come up t o  t h e  opera t ion  of June. Would 
you t e l l  us about t h a t ?  What was t h e  purpose of t h e  opera t ion?  
What was t h e  concept of  t h e  opera t ion  and s o  f o r t h ?  

A. S i r ,  t h e  b a s i c  concept was t h a t  t h e  RF and PF u n i t s  
would come forward i n t o  My L a i  ( 4 )  area and opera te  p r i m a r i l y  
as a blocking f o r c e ,  with a U.S. u n i t  working along t h e  D i e m  
D i e m  River  a r e a  a t tempt ing  t o  f o r c e  o u t  t h e  VC u n i t s  and l o c a l  
g u e r r i l l a s  hopeful ly  they  would engage t h e  VC b a t t a l i o n  t h e r e  
and f o r c e  them i n t o  where t h e  RF u n i t  would g e t  a t  them. The 
o p e r a t i o n  p a r a l l e l e d  the  highway which r an  f r o m  Lhe citadel 
up i n t o  My Lai  (1). I b e l i e v e  we had t h e  f i r s t  RE' group t h a t  
w e  had formed c o n s i s t i n g  of f i v e  RF companies. A r t i l l e r y  sup-
p o r t  had been moved forward t o  t h e  c i t a d e l  a rea .  
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Q I ' l l  r e f r e s h  your memory a l i t t l e  b i t .  I th ink  
you had bo th  groups o u t  t h e r e ,  and I t h i n k  each group had 
t h r e e  companies w i t h  them. 

A. Y e s ,  s i r ,  we d i d .  We had 5 companies o p e r a t i n g  
forward and one company was back wi th  t h e  a r t i l l e r y .  W e  a l s o  
had t h e  commando c a r s .  The i n t e l l i g e n c e  p l a toon  was working 
w i t h  t h e  headqua r t e r s  group. We moved forward w i t h  RF groups 
s c r e e n i n g  on each s i d e  of  t h e  road and wi th  t h e  American 
u n i t s  o p e r a t i n g  up a long  t h e  r i v e r .  There were s e v e r a l  a i r  
s t r i k e s ,  and a r t i l l e r y  suppor t  was be ing  used. Q u i t e  a l o t  
of  houses w e r e  burn ing  i n  t h e  a r e a  d i r e c t l y  t o  o u r  f r o n t ,  i n  
f r o n t  of  t h e  RF u n i t s .  

Q Which a r e a  i s  t h i s  now? 

A. I t h i n k  it was l o c a t e d  j u s t  ahead of  t h e  CP i n  
t h i s  a r e a  h e r e ,  and the--

MR MACCRATE: ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Major HACKING i s  p o i n t i n g  t o  
number 10.  

A. T h a t ' s  t h e  g r i d  l i n e ,  sir.  

MR MACCRATE: I t ' s  immediately n o r t h  of  t h e  c o o r d i n a t e  77 on 
t h e  l a r g e  map (Exh ib i t  MAP-1)  . 
I0: About a k i lome te r  and a h a l f  due e a s t  of  t h e  
c i t a d e l .  

MR MACCRATE: I j u s t  wanted t o  make it c l e a r  f o r  ou r  r eco rd  ,-
i n  some way. A s  you go on w i t h  your d e s c r i p t i o n ,  i f  you cou ld  
b e a r  i n  mind t o  p u t  something i n t o  t h e  record  t h a t  i d e n t i f i e s-

t h e  s p o t .  

A. Yes, s i r .  

I0: Go ahead w i t h  your  d e s c r i p t i o n ,  w i l l  you p l e a s e ?  

A. Major HOA had p l aced  t h i s  CP group i n  t h a t  l o c a t i o n .  
H e  had t h e  reconna issance  p l a t o o n  and t h e  armored c a r s  pa-
t r o l l i n g  a long  t h e  road between t h e  RF u n i t s  and h i s  head-
q u a r t e r s .  The RF u n i t s  were advancing on e i t h e r  s i d e  of t h e  
road w i t h  t h e  primary o b j e c t i v e  o f  moving up t o  t h i s  a r e a  i n  
he re .  Approximately t h i s  a r e a  i s  where a g r e a t  many houses 
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o r  a good d e a l  o f  smoke was coming up as a r e s u l t  of houses 
burning. How t h e  houses w e r e  set a f i r e  I r e a l l y  canqt say. 
It may have been a r e s u l t  of an a r t i l l e r y  s t r i k e ,  which w e  
d i d  use having rece ived  s n i p e r  f i re  from both s i d e s  of  t h e  
road. And a i r c r a f t  had been on s t a t i o n .  We had the 0-2 
working f o r  t h e  p r o v i n c i a l  advisory  team. The American units 
w e r e  i n  t h i s  a rea .  A t  t h a t  t i m e  w e  d i d  n o t  have any gunships 
under our  con t ro l .  While w e  w e r e  observing from our CP loca-
t i o n ,  I observed t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  t h a t  w e  l a t e r  found o u t  Colo-
n e l  BARKER w a s  i n ,  t u r n  over  i n  midai r  and come s t r a i g h t  down. 
I d i d  n o t  know about t h e  0-2 a t  t h a t  time. I w a s  unaware 
there had been a midai r  c rash .  Major HOA s p l i t  h i s  CP group 
and w e  loaded up on t h e  armored c a r s ,  and moved up t h e  road t o  
approximately he re ,  dismounted, and went across  t o  what w e  
thought was t h e  area of t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  c rash ,  En route w e  
were a l s o  informed t h a t  t h e  0-2 had dropped down. W e  veered 
o f f  and went t o  t h e  0-2, a r r i v i n g  t h e r e  about t h e  same t i m e  
t h e  h e l i c o p t e r s  landed a p la toon of U . S .  t roops  a t  t h e  crash- 3 

c-4 
ed h e l i c o p t e r  s i t e .  W e  searched t h e  0-2 area.  Then w e  w e r e  A-
e x t r a c t e d  by h e l i c o p t e r  and brought back t o  t h e  CP l o c a t i o n .  
The CP was s h o r t l y  te rminated  t h e r e a f t e r .  : -

.-
Q - What day of t h e  opera t ion  was t h i s ?  

A. This was t h e  f i r s t  day, sir.  

Q. F i r s t  day? 

F i i r s i  day "" A. ~ l l a tM a j o r  HGA had been o u t ,  sir. U p  
u n t i l  t h a t  t ime I b e l i e v e  t h a t  t h e  opera t ion  had been run 
under t h e  command o f ,  I b e l i e v e ,  cap ta in  H I E P  who had one of 
t h e  RE' groups. They were proceeding a s  they should have. 
They t r i e d  t h a t  ope ra t ion  once be fo re ,  and they had t w o  Montag-
nard companies which had turned  around and gone home. Major 
HOA was t h e r e  i n  an at tempt  t o  a c t u a l l y  g e t  them t o  conduct 
t h e  opera t ion  as it had been o r i g i n a l l y  planned. 

Q For t h e  r ecord ,  w i l l  you s p e l l  o u t  Major HOA's 
name. 

A. I forget his f i r s t  name, s i ~ ,but his lasL ndne 
i s  H-0-A. 
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A ,  Y e s ,  sir, Major HOA. HOA w a s  t h e  way he  pronounced 
it. 

Q- Can you p o i n t  o u t  about  where t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  went 
i n ?  

A. Right  i n  t h i s  g e n e r a l  v i c i n i t y  h e r e ,  s i r  ( i n d i c a t i n g  
on E x h i b i t  MAP-1) . 
Q - That  f a r  up toward P i n k v i l l e ,  huh? 

A. Y e s ,  sir,  r i g h t  about t h i s  g e n e r a l  v i c i n i t y .  We 
could  s e e  t h e  r i v e r  from where w e  w e r e .  I b e l i e v e  t h e  0-2 
c rashed  i n  t h i s  g e n e r a l  v i c i n i t y ,  and t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  was f u r -
t h e r  t o  t h e  east.  

Q- Did any o f  t h e  ARVN t r o o p s  move toward t h a t  a r ea?  

A. W e  d i d  n o t  know about  t h e  0-2 u n t i l  w e  were pre -
ced ing  c r o s s  count ry  on f o o t .  When w e  came t o  t h e  a r e a  where 
we could  s e e  where we cou ld  l o c a t e  one of  t h e  wrecks ,  t h e  
f i r s t  w r e c k  w e  l o c a t e d  w a s  t h e  0-2 .  W e  cou ld  see t h e  t a i l  
f i n  s t i c k i n g  up. We d i d  n o t  know where t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  had 
gone down u n t i l  w e  n o t i c e d  approximately  s i x  h e l i c o p t e r s  un-
load ing  t r o o p s  approximately  2 k i l o m e t e r s  t o  t h e  e a s t  of  u s .  
So we d i v e r t e d  o u r s e l v e s  and moved d i r e c t l y  t o  t h e  0-2, ar-
riving there about the same time as z y l ~ . a dOr three ship-
loads  o f  U . S .  t r o o p s  were d e p o s i t e d  i n  t h e  same a rea .  

Q The t r o o p s  must have gone through My Lai  ( 4 )  by
t h i s  t i m ;  t hen?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r ,  they  were i n  t h a t  a r ea .  I b e l i e v e  Major 
H O A ' s  p a r t y  s k i r t e d  t h e  edge of  M y  Lai  ( 4 )  and w a s  ahead of  
t h e  RF. They were ahead o f  t h e  RF u n i t s  when t h e y  a c t u a l l y  
reached  t h e  c r a s h  s i t e .  

Q e  I wish you would i d e n t i f y  by c o o r d i n a t e s  where 
you t h i n k  t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  and t h e  0-2 went i n ?  

A. R igh t ,  sir. 

Q-' W e  have ano the r  map h e r e  t h a t  you can use  i f  you
p r e f e r  ( i n d i c a t i n g  E x h i b i t  MAP-5), d i d  you normally use t h a t  
photo map ( i n d i c a t i n g  E x h i b i t  M A P - 5 ) ,  o r  d i d  you normally use--
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A.  ( In te rpos ing)  W e  normally used t h i s  one  Cindi-
c a t i n g  Exh ib i t  MAP-3).  Approximately 728795 f o r  the heli-
copter ,  and approximately 2 k i lometers  t o  t h e  west of c h a t  
w a s  t h e  0-2. 

Q. TWO k i lomete r s  west of that was t h e  0-2? 

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q - Along about  70 something? 

A. NO, sir. 

Q. You said 72 something? 

A. 728 f o r  t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  and the--

Q* ( ~ n t e r p o s i n g )  Each of t h e s e  i s  a c l i c k .  That 
would have t o  be 70 something, 708, 

A. The 0-2 w a s  right along t h i s  r i v e r  i n  h e r e  I be-
l i e v e ,  sir. 

Q. hat's about 200 meters. 

A. I t ' s  f u r t h e r  than  t h a t ,  s ir .  I could s e e  t h e  
h e l i c o p t e r s  landing ,  bu t  I could n o t  s e e  any d e t a i l s  as f a r  
as recognizing any people o r  counting t h e  number of people.  
It pyas very f l a t  2nd very mzrshy w i t h ,  c l z ~ ~ p s  tzees.of 

Q. J u s t  say  approximately 2 k i lometers  e a s t ,  a c t u a l l y
west of where t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  crashed.  I ' m  r e a l  i n t e r e s t e d  
i n  t h i s  l o c a t i o n  because f r ank ly  all i n d i c a t i o n s  we've had 
before  t h a t  s t i c k s  i n  my mind i s  t h a t  t h e  t roops  were j u s t  
about down t o  t h e  v i l l a g e  of M y  Lai ( 4 )  when t h i s  took p lace .  
When it d i d  t ake  p l a c e  t h e  t roops  were d i v e r t e d  more o f f  to 
t h e  nor th  than  t o  t h e  east,  s o  t h a t  they never r e a l l y  had an 
oppor tuni ty  t o  g e t  i n t o  My La i  ( 4 ) .  

A. No, s ir .  They d i d  n o t  reach t h e  planned o b j e c t i v e  
f o r  t h a t  day. Major HOA went w i t h  t h e  group on the  ground. 

a- D i d  you go w i t h  Major HOA? 

A. Y e s ,  sir,  I d id .  
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Q. Who e l s e  was wi th  you? 

A ,  There was myse l f ,  L i eu t enan t  Colonel  GREEN, Major 
R E I D ,  and approximately  15 RF/PF, i n c l u d i n g  Major HOA, h i s  new 
3, and s e r g e a n t  major ,  and s e v e r a l  r a d i o  ope ra to r s , .  -. and o t h e r  
t r o o p s .  

Q. ' I r r e s p e c t i v e  o f  whether it was n o r t h ,  as w e  heard 
i t ,  I 've  heard  one person s t a t e  Major HOA d e p a r t e d  from t h e  
h i l l  and headed a lmost  due n o r t h  t o  g e t  t o  t h e  c r a s h  s i t e .  

A. Yes, sir.  W e  drove up. We went by jeep  i n t o  what 
I b e l i e v e  i s  t h i s  g e n e r a l  v i c i n i t y  i n  h e r e ,  a l a r g e  number of  
t r e e s  and houses .  W e  p u l l e d  o f f  t h e  n o r t h  o f  t h e  road approx- 
i m a t e l y  1 k i l o m e t e r  away; dismounted from t h e  v e h i c l e ,  l e f t  a 
p o r t i o n  o f  t h e  ground t roops  w i t h  t h e  v e h i c l e ,  and then  s t r u c k  
ou t -  i n  brush count ry  heading i n  a n o r t h e a s t e r l y  d i r e c t i o n .  

II- Were you working on a l i n e  o f  s i g h t  o r  were you 
working on a compass azimuth. 

A. I n i t i a l l y ,  s i r ,  w e  s t a r t e d  o u t  w i th  a g e n e r a l  ob- 
. 	 s e r v a t i o n  of where t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  had gone down and t h e  a i r -  

c r a f t .  When I observed  t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  i n  t h e  a i r  t u r n  ove r  
and then d i s a p p e a r  behind t h e  t r e e s ,  I used t h i s  as a l i n e  of 
s i g h t .  There was n o t  a heavy volume of  f i r i n g  going on a t  
t h e  t ime ,  b u t  s p o r a d i c  sma l l  a r m s  f i r e  w a s  e v i d e n t  t h e  whole 
t i m e  we were proceeding t o  t h e  c r a s h  s i t e .  

Q- I unders tand you, GREEN, Major HOA, and t h i s  
command group g o t  o u t  ahead of  t h e  rest o f  them? 

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  

Q P r e t t y  f a r  ahead o f  t h e  RF u n i t  moving up on t h e  
f l a n k s ?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  The RF u n i t  had been d i r e c t e d  t o  move 
over inko  t h a t  a r e a .  There was f i r i n g  coming from m y  r i g h t  
f lank as w e  were going th rough .  We moved around t h e  edge of 
ithe a rea  we a c t u a l l y  cons ide red  t o  be t h e  a r e a  they were 
be ing  engaged i n  by heavy s n i p e r  f i r e  and au tomat ic  weapons. 
W e  proceeded d i r e c t  t o  t h e  c r a s h  s i t e  b y  t h e  most d i r e c t  
r o u t e ,  after having  moved around where t h e  f i r i n g  was coming 
from. 
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Q - W e l l ,  now what happened, d i d  t h e  American t roops  
land and secure  t h e  h e l i c o p t e r ?  

A. Y e s ,  sir. I never  d i d  get t o  t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  site, 
bu t  as w e  broke o u t  through t h e  t r e e s  where w e  could  see  a 
crashed p lane ,  which turned  o u t  t o  be t h e  0-2, a f l i g h t  of  
h e l i c o p t e r s  landed. I say it appeared t o  be about 2 k i l o -
meters from where I saw it first. But they s a t  down along 
side t h e  edge o f  t h e  trees. A t  t h a t  t i m e  w e  had gunships on 
s t a t i o n ,  and I w a s  informed t h a t  t h e  U . S .  had secured t h e  
h e l i c o p t e r  s i te .  I t o l d  them t h a t  we  would r e d i r e c t  our  e f -
f o r t s  towards t h e  0-2, and a t  t h a t  time w e  swung up and head-
ed d i r e c t l y  f o r  t h e  0-2. 

Q - W e r e  you a b l e  t o  g e t  t h e  passengers  o u t ?  

A. No, sir. The main fuse lage  of t h e  0-2 was bur ied  
approximately 6 o r  7 f e e t  i n  the s o f t  m u d .  Both engines had 
come t o g e t h e r ,  and we  were unable t o  a s c e r t a i n  whether t h e  
p i l o t  w a s  o r  w a s  n o t  i n  t h e r e .  However, t h e r e  w a s  a g r e a t  
d e a l  of blood and o i l  mixed on t h e  s u r f a c e  of t h e  wa te r ,  and 
i n  a s  much as w e  had a very s m a l l  fo rce  t h e r e ,  t h e r e  appeared 
t o  be nothing w e  could do about it a t  $hat  t i m e .  Major HOA 
quest ioned t h a t  we secure  t ranspor ta tLon f o r  h i m  t o  g e t  him 
back s o  he could c o n t r o l  t h e  RF u n i t s  and p u l l  them back. 
The U.S. t r o o p s ,  approximately one squad,  were t h e r e  a t  t h a t  
p a r t i c u l a r  t i m e .  t 

Q - Did they t a k e  them o u t  then o r  were they e x t r a c t -  ' 

ed l a t e r ?  

A. They must have been e x t r a c t e d  l a t e r ,  sir.  They 
were t h e r e  when we l e f t .  

Q .  Now, what ' w a s  t h e  r e s u l t  of t h i s  whole opera t ion?  
You i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  a f t e r  t h i s ,  t h i s  s o r t  of broke up t h e  th ing .  
What w a s  t h e  r e s u l t  of i t ?  

A s  f a r  a s  t h e  c a s u a l t i e s ,  sir? 

Q - Friendly  c a s u a l t i e s ,  enemy c a s u a l t i e s r  detainees, 
PW's, e t c . ,  weapons? 
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A. We had q u i t e  a few i n d i v i d u a l s  t h a t  came o u t  t h a t  
were d e t a i n e d  and l a t e r  r e l e a s e d  a s  r e fugees  o r  people  t h a t  
w e r e  moving o u t .  To t h e  b e s t  of my knowledge, I do n o t  r e c a l l  
any RF c a s u a l t i e s  o r  K I A ' s .  W e  had a very  few wounded. The 
U.S. c a s u a i t i e s ,  of  cou r se ,  o t h e r  t han  Colonel  BARKER and h i s  
group, I d o n ' t  r e c a l l .  

Q How about  VC? 

A. VC count ,  s i r ?  I c a n ' t  even come up w i t h  an i d e a  
of what w e  had. When t h e  p l anes  went down, e v e r y t h i n g  was 
s h i f t e d  t o  s ecu r ing  those  p l a n e s  and t h e  subsequent  e x t r a c t -
i o n  of what we  could of  t h e  RF/PF p o r t i o n  of t h e  o p e r a t i o n  was 

' t e rmina ted  a lmost  immediately a f t e r  Major HOA g o t  back t o  
t h e  u n i t s ,  which were drawn back t o  Quang Ngai. 

Q - W e l l ,  t h e  c a s u a l t i e s  t h a t  I r e c a l l  were 20 enemy 
K I A ' s ,  3 PW1s,  20  d e t a i n e e s ,  and 8 weapons. Do you remember 
t hose  f i g u r e s ?  

A. Not s p e c i f i c a l l y ,  s i r .  I t  appears  t o  be i n  keep ing  
. w i t h  what I do remember. The r e s u l t s  were n o t  t h a t  ou t s t and -
ing. W e  expec ted  nuch more from t h e  c p e r a t i o n .  

Q - Think back a l i t t l e  b i t  now and s e e  i f  you can re-
member why you w e r e  conduct ing the o p e r a t i o n ,  w i l l  you? Not 
why you w e r e  conduct ing it, b u t  why t h e  o p e r a t i o n  w a s  be ing  
conducted? 

A. P r i m a r i l y ,  s i r ,  it was t o  p rov ide  t h e  Son Tinh 
D i s t r i c t  c h i e f ,  t h e  RF and PF u n i t s ,  and RD teams t h a t  we were 
t r y i n g  ta r e e s t a b l i s h  i n  t h a t  area w i t h  a degree  of s e c u r i t y .  
The o b j e c t i v e  was t o  p rov ide  some boos t  t o  t h e i r  morale and 
to engage the VC u n i t s  t h a t  w e r e  i n  t h e r e .  A t  t h a t  t i m e ,  s i r ,  
we  b e l i e v e d  t h a t  t h e  VC b a t t a l i o n  t h a t  was h a b i t u a l l y  l o c a t e d  
i n  t h a t  area had been very bad ly  mauled i n  t h e  T e t  Offens ive  

- and w a s  i n  t h e  process  of r e b u i l d i n g ,  r e e q u i p i n g ,  and t r a i n -
i n g  personne l .  That  what w a s  l o c a t e d  i n  t h e r e  w a s  p r i m a r i l y  
p l a toon- s i ze  u n i t s ,  g u e r i l l a  u n i t s  t h a t  w e r e  be ing  u t i l i z e d  
to reform the b a t t a l i o n .  This w a s  a l s o ,  you might s ay ,  a w e t  
r u n  f o r  t h e  group o r g a n i z a t i o n  t o  s e e  how they  would f u n c t i o n  
ahd handle  i t e m s  t h a t  would be found i n  t h e r e ,  hope fu l ly  
d r i v i n g  them back t o  a l l ow t h e  PF and RD teams t o  r e e s t a b l i s h  
themselves .  They had t r i e d  p r e v i o u s l y ,  u s ing  RF u n i t s  and PF 
u n i t s  under d i s t r i c t  c o n t r o l  and had n o t  had any success .  
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There was a l ack  of command c o n t r o l  with t h e  RF and PF u n i t s  
j u s t  meeting l i g h t  r e s i s t a n c e  and t u r n i n g  around and coning 
home. 

Q =. W a s  t h e r e  any d i r e c t i o n  on t h e  p a r t  of  Major HOA 
or Colonel KHIEN t o  in te rv iew o r  i n t e r r o g a t e  people from the 
My La i  ( 4 )  . a r e a ?  

A. Not t o  my knowledge, sir, no. I do n o t  know of 
any. I w a s  unaware of  any requirement t o  conduct an i n v e s t i -
g a t i o n  i n  t h a t  area. I b e l i e v e  w e  had some PSYOP people w r t h  
us ,  Vietnamese who would h a b i t u a l l y  accompany us on opera- 
t i o n s  and would d i s t r i b u t e  l e a f l e t s ,  s m a l l  packe t s ,  and things 
of t h i s  na ture .  

Q- Did you e v e r  s e e  t h e  i n t e r r o g a t i o n  r e p o r t s  of the 
3 PWs? . 
A. NO, sir. 

Q .  Did t h e y  normally show those  t o  you? 

A. No, sir .  They would normally be made a v a i l a b l e  to  
t h e  Phuong Hoang people.  Those r e p o r t s  would be made ava i l a -  
b l e  through advisory channels t o  Colonel GUINN o r  M r .  MAY. 

Q .  I f  t h e r e  w a s  anything of i n t e r e s t  t h a t  came up i n  
them? 

A. Yes, sir.  

MR MACCRATE: What were your c o n t a c t s ,  Major HACKING, w i t h  
Major EARLE? Did you by chance s t a y  i n  proximity t o  h i m  o r  
were you q u a r t e r e d  t o g e t h e r  i n  t h e  same v ic in i ty . ?  

A. The p r o v i n c i a l  .advisory personnel ,  s i r ,  l i v e d  i n  
t h e  Advisory Team 2 compound. Major EARLE and I l i v e d  i n  
t h e  group of  rooms which were assigned t o  f i e l d  grade o f f i c e r s .  
I w a s  n o t  quar t e red  wi th  him. I know he was t h e  2.  I t a l k e d  
t o  him on s e v e r a l  occasions.  I had very l i t t l e  t o  do with 
him i n  o f f i c i a l  capacity, bu t  I knew him s o c i a l l y .  

Q- You both  a t tended t h e  morning b r i e f i n g s ,  you as a 
member of t h e  province and he as t h e  G 2  adv i so r  of  t h e  2d ARVN 
Division? 
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A. Y e s ,  s i r .  

Q- Do you have any r e c o l l e c t i o n  of Major EARLE t a l k i n g  
about  some conve r sa t ions  he had wi th  h i s  c o u n t e r p a r t  on o r  
about t h i s  t ime? H i s  c o u n t e r p a r t  was a  Major PHO.  They t a l k e d  
about  t h e  VC propaganda t h a t  you have r e f e r r e d  t o  o r  something 
i n  r e s p e c t  t o  r e p o r t s  from Son Tinh D i s t r i c t ,  i n c i d e n t s  of t h e  
c h a r a c t e r  t h a t  you a l l u d e d  t o ?  

A. Not s p e c i f i c a l l y ,  no, s i r .  Major EARLE had a  ve ry  
c l o s e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  w i t h  ou r  S2 a d v i s o r ,  and I r ece ived  any 
formal i n fo rma t ion  t h a t  I g o t  i n  t h e i r  a r e a s  through p r o v i n c i a l  
adv i so ry  2 .  

Q - The S2 Advisors were Capta in  LANE and L ieu tenan t  
FROSH, i s  t h a t  c o r r e c t ?  

A: Yes, sir. I t a k e  it they  w e r e .  

Q e  
 When Vietnamese documents were r e c e i v e d  a t  t h e  pro- 
v ince  of  f i .ce,  I would unders tand t h a t  a knowledge of t h e  lan-  
guage was n o t  possessed  by ve ry  many of  t h e  adv i so ry  team. I 
assume t h e r e  w a s  a procedure  which we have had sugges ted  t o  u s  
by d i f f e r e n t  people  a s  t o  what would happen t o  a  document com-
i n g  i n ,  by whom it might be t r a n s l a t e d .  General  PEERS showed 
you e a r l i e r  a  Vietnamese communication from t h e  d i s t r i c t  c h i e f  
t o  t h e  prov ince  c h i e f  w i th  a copy going t o  MACV Ouang Ngai 
S e c t o r .  I f  such a  document came i n ,  what t r a n s l a t i o n  channe l  
would you expec t  it t o  fo l low? How would it be handled i f  
t h e r e  were no Engl i sh  ' t r a n s l a t i o n  accompanying i t ?  

A. The procedure  t h a t  we fol lowed,  s i r ,  was t h a t  Cap- 
t a i n  LANE had t h r e e  t r a i n e d  i n t e r p r e t e r s ,  ARVN and RF/PF i n -
t e r p r e t e r s .  I say  i n t e r p r e t e r s  b u t  t hey  w e r e  p r i m a r i l y  t r a n s -  
l a t o r s .  I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h a t ,  M r .  MAY had a c i v i l i a n  who was -

an i n t e r p r e t e r / t r a n s l a t o r .  I n  t h e  e v e n t  t h a t  I d e s i r e d  a 
t r a n s l a t i o n  of a document, I could  r e q u e s t  Captain  LANE t o  
p rov ide  m e  w i t h  a  t r a n s l a t o r  who would do it. However, w e  
h a b i t u a l l y  r e t a i n e d  a  t r a n s l a t o r / i n t e r p r e t e r  on du ty  r i g h t  
b e s i d e  t h e  TOC. H i s  pr imary f u n c t i o n s  w e r e  t o  f i r s t  of 
a l l  a s s i s t  t h e  U . S .  o f f i c e r s  who d i d  n o t  have s u f f i c i e n t  l i n -  
g u i s t  a b i l i t y  t o  converse  w i t h  t h e i r  c o u n t e r p a r t s  i n  a  day-to- 
day t r a n s a c t i o n ,  and a l s o  he t r a n s l a t e d  t h e i r  l o g  and s i g n i -  
f i c a n t  messages i n t o  Eng l i sh ,  which were t h e n  r ead  by myself 
and Colone l  G U I N N .  
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Q - Was t h i s  g e n e r a l l y  one i n d i v i d u a l ?  

A. No, s i r ,  w e  r o t a t e d .  They were on a r o s t e r .  I be-
l i e v e  w e  had f i v e  who had s u f f i c i e n t  c l e a r a n c e s  t o  be al lowed 
access  t o  t h e  TOC. 

Q Do you r e c a l l  t h e  name of  M r .  MAY'S t r a n s l a t o r ?  

A. M r .  TAM, sir.  

Q. Is t h a t  L e  Thy? 

A. L e  TAM, y e s ,  s i r .  

10: When you were t h e r e ,  Major HACKING, d i d  you have 
any reason  a t  a l l  from rumors of  comments you may have heard  
o r  any th ing  t o  s u s p e c t  t h a t  something unusual  happened i n  t h a t  
a r e a ?  J u s t  t h i n k  back on your  d i s c u s s i o n s  and s o  f o r t h  w i t h  
Major HOA, and perhaps  some of  t h e  d i s c u s s i o n s  w i t h  some o f  
t h e  o t h e r  adv i so ry  p e r s o n n e l ,  as t o  anyth ing  t h a t  might have 
happened o u t  i n  t h i s  a r e a ?  

A. S i r ,  e v e r  s i n c e  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  i t e m  h a s  been i n  
t h e  newspapers I have t r i e d  t o  r e c a l l ,  f o r  my own i n t e r e s t ,  i f  
I knew any th ing  about  t h i s  i n c i d e n t  a t  a l l  o r  any a c t i v i t i e s  
t h a t  were go ing  on then .  To t h e  b e s t  o f  my r e c o l l e c t i o n ,  
t h e r e  w a s  no th ing  o t h e r  t h a n  g e n e r a l  c o n v e r s a t i o n s  as t o  t h e  
problems of avc id ing  c i v i l i a n  c z s u z l t i e s  and a g e n e r a l  zaecpt-
ance o f  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e r e  were VC and t h e s e  a r e  VC areas 
and t h a t  w e  must use  a r t i l l e r y  and a i r  s t r i k e s  t o  d r i v e  them 
o u t .  Unfo r tuna t e ly ,  c i v i l i a n  c a s u a l t i e s  do  occur  b u t  every  
e f f o r t  i s  made t o  avoid  them. I d o n ' t  know o f  anyth ing  unus-
u a l  o t h e r  t h a n  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h i s  was t h e  f i r s t  t ime i n  s e v e r a l  
y e a r s  t h a t  what we c a l l  t h e  P i n k v i l l e  a r e a  had been a c t i v e l y  
e n t e r e d  by t r o o p s  of s u f f i c i e n t  numbers t o  do some good. This  
i n  i t s e l f  was an i t e m  of  i n t e r e s t ,  and a l l  I can r e c a l l  of  
e v e r  d i s c u s s i n g  any g e n e r a l i t i e s  of t h a t  a r e a  was t h e  f a c t  t h a t  
it was a VC s t rongho ld .  There were some VC bunkers  and a l o t  
of  people  i n  t h a t  a r e a .  The p l a c e  was r i d d l e d  w i t h  mines and 
booby t r a p s ,  and it w a s  n o t  a good p l a c e  t o  go i n t o .  

But a s  f a r  as t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  i n c i d e n t ,  no,  s i r ,  I 
was aware t h a t  t h e r e  had been c i v i l i a n  c a s u a l t i e s  a s  t h e r e  al-
most i n v a r i a b l y  were. But a s  t o  t h e  number and t h e  r ea son  f o r  
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them, t o  t h e  b e s t  of  my knowledge t h e  on ly  in fo rma t ion  I had 
was t h a t  it was due t o  a i r  s t r i k e s  and a r t i l l e r y ,  and by v i r -  
t u e  of  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  people  were be ing  caught  between VC and 
U . S .  f o r c e s .  I know of  no th ing  t h a t  w o u l d i n d i c a t e  t h a t  t h e r e  
w a s  any th ing  o t h e r  t han  t h a t .  

Q. A couple  p o i n t s  he re :  one,  d i d  you g e t  any r e p o r t  
of a l a r g e  number of  people  g e t t i n g  k i l l e d  by a r t i l l e r y ?  

A. No, s ir ,  n o t  a l a r g e  number of  people .  A s  a  m a t t e r  
of f a c t ,  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  any r e p o r t s  of any l a r g e  number of  
people  be ing  k i l l e d  a t  a l l .  I t  was more o r  l e s s  accep ted  t h a t  
t h e r e  would probably  be some c i v i l i a n  c a s u a l t i e s  r e s u l t i n g  
from t h i s  engagement. But a s  t o  how many, I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  any 
f i g u r e .  

Q- You s a i d  some c i v i l i a n s  g e t t i n g  i n  t h e  c r o s s  f i r e  
between t h e  U.S. and t h e  VC. What d i d  you mean by t h a t ?  

A. There were no ARVN f o r c e s ,  no f r i e n d l y  f o r c e s  i n  
t h i s  a r e a .  There had n o t  been any f o r  a t  l e a s t  one y e a r  t h a t  
I can r e c a l l .  I t  w a s  g e n e r a l l y  b e l i e v e d  a t  t h e  p r o v i n c i a l  
headqua r t e r s  t h a t  i f  we could  g e t  i n t o  t h i s  a r e a  t h a t  t h e r e  
were a g r e a t  many people  who wanted t o  come o u t  g iven  t h e  op- 
p o r t u n i t y ,  b u t  t h e y  were n o t  al lowed t o  l e a v e  from t h a t  a r e a  
by t h e  VC. I n  o t h e r  words, i f  an i n d i v i d u a l  was a c t u a l l y  a l -
lowed o u t  o f  t h e  a r e a  f o r  market ing purposes ,  t h e  remaining-  
p o r t i o n  o f  h i s  family  was k e p t  t h e r e ,  and t h e  f e e l i n g  on t h i s  
p a r t i c u l a r  m a t t e r  was t h a t  i f  we could  g e t  i n t o  t h e  a r e a ,  w e  
cou ld  remove q u i t e  a  l a r g e  number of people  from VC i n f l u e n c e  
a t  t h a t  t ime.  

Q *  Did you e v e r  hea r  of  any d i s c u s s i o n s  o r  any r e f e r -  
ence t o  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h a t  a r e a  i s  p r e t t y  damn w e l l  n eu t r a -
l i z e d  now? 

A. N o ,  sir. I t  w a s  never  cons ide red  n e u t r a l i z e d  t h a t  
I knew o f ,  s i r .  

MR MACCRATE: Subsequent t o  t h e  June o p e r a t i o n  you 've  d e s c r i b e d  
when Colonel  BARKER was k i l l e d ,  do you r e c a l l  an o p e r a t i o n  
l a t e r  , i n  t h e  summer o r  i n  t h e  e a r l y  f a l l  back i n  t h e  same a r e a ?  

A. Y e s ,  s ir.  I b e l i e v e  a s imi la r  o p e r a t i o n  was con-
ducted.  I t  a l s o  encompassed t h i s  a r e a  i n  through he re .  
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Q- Out t o  t h e  Batangan Peninsula? 

A. !This p a r t i c u l a r  aspect  of t h e  Batangan Peninsula  
( i n d i c a t i n g  on MAP-1). 

Q. Do you r e c a l l  'a movement ou t  along 521 on a day 
t h a t  the new province s e n i o r  adv i so r ,  M r .  BURKE, went along? 

A. Yes, s i r .  

Q - Can you t e l l  us what you r e c a l l  about the t r i p  M r .  
BURKE made out  521? ' 

A .. No, sir.  I c a n ' t .  I ' m  n o t  a t  a l l  s u r e  t h a t  I ac-
companied t h e  p a r t y  o u t  t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  time. 

Q. I see .  

A. M r .  BURKE was i n  t h e  province f o r  approximately 1 
month be fo re  I be l i eve  I hones t ly  g o t  t o  meet him, and I ex-
changed n o t  more than two o r  t h r e e  words with him. H e  was ex-
tremely a c t i v e ,  v i s i t i n g  a l l  of t h e  a r e a s ,  and he  spen t  very 
l i t t l e  time i n  the  province headquar ters  during t h a t  i n i t i a l  
per iod .  I was a l s o  very a c t i v e l y  engaged with t h e  mountain 
camps t h a t  we had, t h e s e  s p e c i a l  f o r c e  detachments, which we  
were having d i f f i c u l t i e s  f u l f i l l i n g  some of  t h e  requirements ,  
which we had t o  q ive  t o  them. I s p e n t  a g r e a t  d e a l  of  t i m e  i n  
those  a reas  during that time. 

a Was Colonel K H I E N  on the  June opera t ion?  

A. The one where Colonel BARKER was k i l l e d ,  s i r ?  

Q Yes. 

A. NO, he wasn ' t ,  sir.  

Q Are you aware of any movement of Colonel KHIEN out  
i n t o  t h i s  a r e a  a t  t h a t  t ime o r  l a t e r  i n  t h e  summer o r  e a r l y  
f a l l  of 1968? 

A. Colonel KHIEN pe r sona l ly ,  s i r ?  

Q. Y e s .  
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Q. None? 

A. No, sir. 

a .  A l l  r i g h t .  Major HACKING, you have been h e l p f u l  i n  
f i l l i n g  i n  some o f  t h e s e  gaps we have h e r e .  I would be s u r e  
t h a t  w e  have probably given you some a d d i t i o n a l  information 
which you may no t  have had b u t  may t end  t o  r e f r e s h  your memory. 
I would ask you t o  cont inue t o  th ink  about t h i s  now, and i f  
you do drag  up some thoughts which concern an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  
o r  anything happening ou t  i n  t h e  Son My a r e a ,  I ' d  l i k e  you t o  
s e t  i n  touch wi th  t h i s  group s o  t h a t  we can t a k e  advantage of 
this information.  Addi t iona l ly ,  i f  you have any memoranda, 
photographs,  any VC propaganda, p i c t u r e s ,  anything of a mater-
i a l  sense  t h a t  would be of a s s i s t a n c e  t o  u s ,  we'd a p p r e c i a t e  
having t h a t ,  too .  

A. y e s ,  s i r .  

Q I ' l l  now g ive  you an oppor tuni ty  t o  ask any ques-
t i o n  t h a t  you may l i k e  t o  a sk ,  and i f  you s o  d e s i r e  t o  m a k e  a 
s ta tement  t o  be e n t e r e d  i n t o  t h e  record.  

No, s i r .  I have no ques t ions  o r  s t a t ements .  

Q The hea r ing  w i l l  r ecess  a t  t h i s  t ime. 

(The h e a r i n g  recessed  a t  1132 hours ,  22 January 
7n7n  1
rJ I U . 1  
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SUMMARY OF TESTIMONY 

WITNESS: KEATING,  Donald R. M A J  

DATE OF TESTIMONY: 21 January 1970 

PLACE OF TESTIMONY: Pentagon 

WITNESS SUSPECTED OF: N/A 

COUNSEL: None 

DUTY ASSIGNMENT ON 16 MARCH 1968: A s s i s t a n t  Province  Sen io r  
Advisor f o r  Revolut ionary Development. 

1. KNOWLEDGE OF TASK FORCE BARKER. 

Major K E A T I N G  was aware o f  Task Force  Barker .  However, 
h e  did n o t  know L ieu tenan t  Colonel  BARKER o r  any o f  t h e  
o f f i c e r s  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  t h e  t a s k  f ~ r c e(pg. 9 )  . The w i t n e s s  
d i d  n o t  remember t h e  e x a c t  d a t e  o f  t h e  " P i n k v i l l e "  o p e r a t i o n  
a l though  he  w a s  aware t h a t  t h e  t a s k  f o r c e  had o p e r a t e d  i n  
t h a t  area (pgs .  1 0 ,  11). KEATING d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  t h e  body 
count  o r  news accounts  about  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  a t  t h a t  t i m e  
( p g *  11) 

2. RFPORTS AND INQUIRIES COIqCERNING THE ASSAULT. 

a. KEATING d i d  n o t  recal l  e v e r  having seen  E x h i b i t  
M-31, a census  g r i e v a n c e  r e p o r t  o f  18 March 1968 (pg.  11). 
The w i t n e s s  exp la ined  t h a t  he  may n o t  have been shown t h i s  
r e p o r t  because of  "Vie tnamiza t ion ."  I t  i s  very  l i k e l y  t h a t  
t h e  Vietnamese o f f i c i a l  who handled t h e  complaint  took it 
d i r e c t l y  t o  t h e  prov ince  c h i e f  (pgs .  12 ,  1 3 ) ,  o r  p o s s i b l y ,  he  
dec ided  t h a t  t h e  r e p o r t  had no v a l i d i t y  and w a s  n o t  shown t o  
anyone (pg. 13)  . 

b.  KEATING could  n o t  remember s e e i n g  E x h i b i t  M-34, 
L i eu t enan t  TAN'S 11 A p r i l  l e t te r  t o  Colonel  K H I E N .  H e  a l s o  
had no r e c o l l e c t i o n  o f  s e e i n g  o r  h e a r i n g  o f  t h e  fo l lowing :  
e x t r a o r d i n a r y  VC propaganda i n  March o r  A p r i l  o f  1968 
(pg .  1 5 ) ;  i n t e l l i g e n c e  r e p o r t s  t h a t  something unusua l  had 
occu r red  i n  My L a i  (pg.  15)  ; o r  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  conducted by 
U. S ., ARVN o r  GVN a s  t o  a l l e g a t i o n s  t h a t  a t roci t ies  had 
occu r red  i n  My L a i  (pg. 1 7 )  . 
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EXHIBITS 

EXHIBIT 

NUMBER 

M-30 

M-31 

M-34 

M-35 

DESCRIPTION 

S t a t e m e n t  o f  RODRIGUEZ 

Census Gr ievance  R e p o r t ,  

1 8  Mar 6 8  

TAN ' s  l e t t e r  t o  l<IIIEL!, 

11 Apr ( t r a n s )  


VC propaganda l e a f l e t  

NOTES 
' w i t n e s s  d i d  n o t  re-
c a l l  h a v i n g  s e e n .  
Witness  d i d  n o t  re-
c a l l  h a v i n g  s e e n .  
Witness  dlci not  re-
c a l l  h a v i n g  s e e n .  
Wi tness  d i d  n o t  r e -
c a l l  hav ing  s e e n .  

-

PAGES 

1 4  

11 ,12  

14 

1 5  

(KEATING) 3 SUM APP T-193 
FOR O F F I C I A L  USE ONLY 

9 



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

{The h e a r i n g  reconvened a t  0920 hour s ,  2 1  January 
1970. ) 

I 0  : The h e a r i n g  w i l l  come t o  o r d e r .  

RCDR: T h e  fo l lowing  persons  a r e  p r e s e n t :  LTG PEERS, MR 
MACCRATE, COL ARMSTRONG, and MAJ LYNN. 

The n e x t  w i t n e s s  i s  Major Donald R. KEATING. 

(MAJ KEATING was c a l l e d  a s  a w i t n e s s ,  was sworn, 
and t e s t i f i e d  a s  fo l lows  : )  

Major K E A T I N G ,  f o r  t h e  r e c o r d ,  would you p l e a s e  
state your full name, g rade ,  S o c i a l  S e c u r i t y  number, o rgan iza-
t i o n ,  and s t a t i o n .  

A. Major Donald R.  KEATING, , Execut ive  Off-
i c e r ,  440th S i g n a l  B a t t a l i o n ,  APO New York 09227, K a i s e r s l a u t e r n ,  
Germany. 

10: What i s  your assignment i n  K a i s e r s l a u t e r n ?  

A. I'm Execut ive  O f f i c e r  of t h e  440th S i g n a l  B a t t a l i o n .  

Q Major KEATING, have you had an oppor tun i ty  t o  r ead  
t h e  i n s t r u c t i o n s  which were provided you? 

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q Do you unders tand them o r  have any q u e s t i o n s ?  

A. N o ,  s i r .  

Q I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  myself h e r e  t h i s  morning, Major KEAT-
I N G r  I have on m y  l e f t  M r .  Robert  MACCRATE who i s  a c i v i l i a n  
a t t o r n e y .  H e  has  vo lun tee red  h i s  s e r v i c e s  t o  S e c r e t a r y  RESOR 
t o  assist m e  i n  t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  and a l s o  prov ide  l e g a l  coun-
se l ,  no t  only  t o  me b u t  t o  o t h e r  members of t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  
team. On my r i g h t  i s  Colonel  ARMSTRONG who has  been des igna t ed  
by t h e  Office of t h e  Chief of S t a f f  of t h e  United S t a t e s  Army 
t o  a s s i s t  m e  i n  t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  E i t h e r  of t h e s e  gentlemen 
may addres s  q u e s t i o n s  t o  you t h i s  morning. 

W e  have o t h e r  g roups ,  i n c i d e n t l y ,  of  t h e  i n q u i r y  
who a r e  conduct ing i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  w i t h  o t h e r  i n d i v i d u a l s .  I t  
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w i l l  be my r e s p o n s i b i l i t y ,  however, t o  put  t o g e t h e r  t h e  r e p o r t  
and weigh t h e  evidence and a l s o  t o  make t h e  f ind ings  and recom-
mendations. 

A s  a m i l i t a r y  i n d i v i d u a l  you a r e  d i r e c t e d  not  t o  
d iscuss  your testimony i n  t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  with o t h e r s ,  in-
cluding o t h e r  ind iv idua l s  who may appear be fo re  t h i s  i n v e s t i -
ga t ion  as  wi tnesses ,  except ,  of course,  a s  you may be requi red  
t o  do i n  the  performance of o f f i c i a l  duty o r  a s  may be neces-
sa ry  before  a competent j u d i c i a l ,  admin i s t r a t ive  o r  l e g i s l a -
t i v e  body. I w i l l  c l a r i f y  l e g i s l a t i v e  f o r  you. There is a 
p o s s i b i l i t y  t h a t  you w i l l  have t o  appear before  some of t h e  
congressional  committees, s p e c i f i c a l l y  t h e  one you may be re-
quested t o  appear before  i s  t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i n g  subcommittee of 
t h e  House Armed Services  Committee, i n  which event  anything 
you say here  would n o t  preclude you from t e s t i f y i n g  before  
t h a t  body. 

To my knowledge, you have n o t  been c i t e d  by t h e  
m i l i t a r y  judge i n  t h e  genera l  cour t -mar t ia l  case of t h e  United 
S t a t e s  v. Cal ley.  Is t h a t  c o r r e c t ?  

A. Not t o  my knowledge, sir.  

Q - Well i f  you had been, I ' m  s u r e  you would know. 

A.  Yes, s ir .  

Q. I r a i s e  t h i s  p o i n t  s o  t h a t  i n  t h e  event  you a r e  by
chance c i t e d  a t  any time by t h i s  judge o r  any o t h e r  judge i n  
o t h e r  genera l  cour t -mar t ia l  case which may a r i s e  o u t  of t h e  
My Lai i n c i d e n t ,  I would j u s t  l i k e  t o  say t h a t  your appearance 
here  w i i l  i n  no way change e i t h e r  t h e  e f f e c t  o r  a p p l i c a b i l i t y  
of those  o rde r s .  Do you have any ques t ions  a t  t h i s  time? 

A. No, s ir .  

Q Major KEATING,  would you i n d i c a t e  what your assign-
ment was on 1 6  March 1 9 6 8 ?  

A.  S i r ,  I was t h e  a s s i s t a n t  province s e n i o r  advisor  
f o r  revolu t ionary  development i n  Quang Ngai Province.  

Q. A s s i s t a n t  province s e n i o r  advisor  f o r  revolu t ionary  
development, f o r  RD. How long have you been i n  t h a t  capaci ty?  
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A. I a r r i v e d  i n  Quang Ngai f o r  t h a t  assignment i n  
August 1967. 

Q August 1 9 6 7 ,  and how long  d i d  you remain i n  i t ?  

A.  U n t i l  March 1969. 

A y e a r  and a h a l f  roughly? 

Y e s ,  s i r .  

Q Since  t h e  My L a i  i n c i d e n t  became a matter of p u b l i c  
knowledge l a s t  September or October,  have you had any conversa-
t i o n s  w i t h  anybody connected w i t h  t h e  prov ince  adv i so ry  group 
o r  t h e  26 ARVN Div i s ion  advisory  group o r  anybody from t h e  
America1 Div i s ion  concerning what may have t r a n s p i r e d  a t  My. 
La i  o r  concerning t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  of  it o r  anyth ing  connected 
wi th  i t ?  

A. No, s ir .  As a m a t t e r  of f a c t ,  i f  I may add,  of 
course, I'm l i k e  everybody e l s e .  I r ead  t h e  newspapers and 
e v e r  s i n c e  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  d a t e  came t o  mind I ' v e  been t r y -
i n g  t o  f i g u r e  o u t  what i n  p a r t i c u l a r  I was doing a t  t h a t  par-
t i c u l z r  d a t e ,  

Q . T h a t ' s  what we've g o t  you i n  h e r e  f o r .  I must say
t h a t  we've t a l k e d  a l r eady  t o  s e v e r a l  people ,  your  contempor-
aries t h e r e ,  your c o ~ n ~ e r p a r t sand a l s o  some of t h e  people  
t h a t  have worked f o r  you. I t h i n k  you 'd  be p l ea sed  t o  know 
t h a t  yau  were h e l d  i n  very h igh  r epu te .  

A. Thank you, s ir .  
b 

a m  Inc lude  t h a t  i n  t h e  r e c o r d ,  t oo .  I t h i n k  f o r  t h e  
b e n e f i t  of a l l  of us  h e r e ,  s i n c e  it i s  a unique assignment you 
had,  it would be  b e n e f i c i a l  i f  you could  e x p l a i n  your respon-
s i b i l i t i e s  and your d u t i e s  and how you went about  performing 
them. 

A .  W e l l ,  s i r ,  I jo ined  t h e  prov ince  team s h o r t l y  a f t e r  
t h e  idea of CORDS was s t i l l  i n  t h e  development s t a g e .  I would 
say  my p e r i o d  o f  t ime t h e r e  i n  Quang Ngai Province ,  a l o t  of 
my t ime ,  was devoted t o  t h e  i d e a  of t r y i n g  t o  o rgan ize ,  o r  
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a s s i s t i n g  i n  t h e  o r g a n i z a t i o n  of t h e  prov ince  team a long  t h e  
l i n e s  of what had developed i n  Saigon and back h e r e  i n  Wash-
i n g t o n ,  as t h e  CORDS concept .  I t h i n k  t h a t  was probably one 
of my--

Q. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Tha t ' s  a s h i f t  from OPO t o  CORDS? 

A. Yes, s ir .  S p e c i f i c a l l y  I was r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  t h e  
ove r see ing  and a s s i s t i n g  of  t h e  Vietnamese i n  t h e i r  Revolu-
t i o n a r y  Development Cadre program and t h e  s t a t i c  census g r i e -
vance program. I had c e r t a i n  c i v i l i a n  and m i l i t a r y  Americans 
who a s s i s t e d  m e  i n  t h e s e  d i f f e r e n t  programs. The r evo lu t ion -
a r y  development program, as I ' m  s u r e  a l l  you gentlemen a r e  
aware, w a s  one of t h e  programs where t h e  money was s e n t  i n  
a t  p rov ince  l e v e l  r a t h e r  t han  a t  Saigon l e v e l  a s  i s  done i n  
many of t h e  o t h e r s ,  t h a t  i s ,  s e n t  i n  from t h e  American poc-
k e t  i n t o  t h e  Vietnamese pocket  down a t  prov ince  l e v e l  r a t h e r  
t h a n  a t  Saigon l e v e l .  

Q You were a l s o  r e s p o n s i b l e ,  were you n o t ,  f o r  t h e  
ove r see ing  o r  s u p e r v i s i o n  of t h e s e  a c t i v i t i e s  a t  d i s t r i c t  
l e v e l ?  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q For example, i n  about  t h i s  t ime p e r i o d  you would 
have been r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  ove r see ing  t h e  work of M r .  SITTIG 
i n  Son Tinh D i s t r i c t ?  

A. Y e s ,  sir.  A s  regarded  t o  t h e  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  deve l -
opment. 

Q Revolut ionary development, r i g h t .  S i m i l a r l y  M r .  
RESSEGUIE i n  Binh Son? 

A. Yes, sir.  

Q . And t h e  d i s t r i c t s  Duc Pho; M o  Duc and s o  on. 

A. Yes, s ir .  

Q And t h e  o p e r a t i o n  of  t h e  Phoenix program? 

A. Y e s ,  sir. 
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Q . Were you f a m i l i a r  w i t h  any of h i s  o f f i c e r s ?  

A. Not t h a t  I r e c a l l ,  s ir .  I may have m e t  some of 
t h e  s t a f f  on d i f f e r e n t  occas ions  f o r  c o o r d i n a t i o n  o r  something,  
b u t  s p e c i f i c a l l y ,  I c a n ' t  r e c a l l .  

Q Were you f a m i l i a r  w i t h  t h e i r  g e n e r a l  a r e a  of oper-
a t i o n ?  

A. The America1 Div i s ion  moved t h e i r  ass ignment  of 
v a r i o u s  A O ' s  around from one t ime t o  t h e  n e x t ,  b u t  I can r e c a l l  
t h a t  t h e r e  w a s  a p e r i o d  of t i m e  t h a t  Task Force  Barker  had t h e  
r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  t h e  A0 t h a t  was g e n e r a l l y  i n  Son Tinh D i s -
t r i c t ,  sir. 

Q. W e l l  w e  unders tand  t h a t  when t h e  Korean Marine 
b r igade  moved o u t ,  t h a t  t h i s  l e f t  q u i t e  a vo id  i n  t h a t  par -
t i c u l a r  a r e a ,  g e n e r a l l y  t h e  a r e a  of Binh Son and you might 
say p a r t  of Son Tinh.  

A. Y e s ,. . sir. 

Q. A s  a consequence Task Force  Barker  w a s  c r e a t e d  t o  
f i l l  t h i s  v o i d ,  a t  least  on a temporary b a s i s ,  u n t i l  ano the r  
b a t t a l i o n  a r r i v e d  i n  coun t ry ,  which would have been t h e  4 t h  
B a t t a l i o n  of t h e  1 1 t h  Brigade.  They o p e r a t e d  g e n e r a l l y  i n  
t h e  a r e a  of t h e  Batangan Pen insu la  and down i n  e a s t e r n  Son 
Tinh.  However, I 'm s u r e ,  hav ing  been a s s igned  t o  t h e  2d ARVN 
Div i s ion  p r e v i o u s l y ,  you know t h a t  Son Tinh w a s  i n c l u s i v e  
w i t h i n  t h e  a r e a  of  o p e r a t i o n  of t h e  2d ARVN Div is ion ,  s o  t h a t  
anytime they  went i n  t h e r e  t hey  would have t o  have a tempor-
a ry  A0 e x t e n s i o n  from t h e  ARVN. Now does t h i s  s o r t  of f i t  
i n  w i t h  t h e  p i c t u r e  as you r e c a l l  i t ?  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q. D o  you r e c a l l  t h e i r  o p e r a t i o n s  i n  t o  t h e  area of 
Son My v i l l a g e ,  My L a i ,  P i n k v i l l e  on about  t h e  middle of  March? 

A. S i r ,  I cannot  h o n e s t l y  s a y  t h a t  I remember t h i s  
s p e c i f i c a l l y  f o r  t h e s e  on t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  d a t e .  I know t h a t  
t h e  Americal ~ i v i s i o no p e r a t e d  i n  and around t h a t  a r e a  on 
d i f f e r e n t  occas ions  b u t  t o  be  a b l e  t o  s i t  h e r e  and say  I 
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remember t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  d a t e  t h a t  t hey  went i n  t o  P i n k v i l l e ,  
no, s i r ,  I c a n ' t .  

Q m  I n  t h e  course  of your  day-to-day a c t i v i t i e s ,  d i d  
you a t t e n d  t h e  s t a f f  b r i e f i n g s ,  e i t h e r  a t  p rov ince  o r  a t  t h e  
2d ARVN Div i s ion  headqua r t e r s?  

A.  A t  p rov ince ,  s ir .  

Q A t  p rov ince .  Do you r e c a l l  t h e  s t a t i s t i c s  t h a t  
came o u t  of t h a t  ope ra t ion?  

A. No, sir.  

Q. W e l l ,  t o  r e f r e s h  your  memory, t h i s  w a s  a body 
count  of 128 on t h e  1 6 t h  w i t h  2 U.S. K I A  and 3 weapons cap tu red .  
Does t h a t  r i n g  a b e l l  a t  a l l ?  

A. No, sir.  

Q Do you r e c a l l  t h a t  t h i s  had been w r i t t e n  up i n  t h e  
1 1 t h  Brigade newspaper, i n  t h e  America1 Div i s ion  newspaper o r  
news b u l l e t i n s  and a l s o  i n  S t a r s  and S t r i p e s  and va r ious  o t h e r  
p u b l i c a t i o n s ,  a s  t h e  b i g g e s t  a p e r a t i c n  t h a t  t h e  Ilth Brigade 
had conducted s i n c e  be ing  i n  count ry?  

A. I c a n ' t  p o s i t i v e l y  say t h a t  I r e c a l l  t h i s ,  s i r .  

Q I have h e r e ,  Major KEATING, a document which has  
been e n t e r e d  i n t o  t h e  r eco rd  as E x h i b i t  M-31, da t ed  18 March, 
l e t te r  r e p o r t ,  s i gned  by a cadreman of t h e  census gr ievance  
group. Underneath i s  a Vietnamese v e r s i o n  and on t o p  i s  a 
~ n g l i s ht r a n s l a t i o n .  I would ask i f  you 'd  e v e r  s een  e i t h e r  
of t h e s e  documents. 

A.  S i r ,  I 'm n o t  going t o  s ay  I 've  never  seen  t h i s  
document, because I ' v e  s een  many p i e c e s  of paper .  I t  very 
w e l l  could be  t h a t  somewhere i n  t h e  r eco rds  t h e y  could  come 
up w i t h  my i n i t i a l s  on a copy of t h i s  t h i n g .  I can i n  a l l  
honesty  say t h a t  I cannot  r e c a l l  hav ing  seen  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  
document. 

Q I f  you had of  seen  it, who would have c a l l e d  it 
t o  your  a t t e n t i o n ? .  
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A. I t  would have probably came through M r .  PREW o r  
p o s s i b l y  something l i k e  t h i s ,  i f  my i n t e r p r e t e r ,  M r .  D I N H ,  had 
seen  it, he w a s  t h e  type  of i n d i v i d u a l  t h a t  would have pro-
bably  brought  it i n  and s a i d ,  "Mr. DON, h e r e ' s  something I 
t h i n k  you should  see . "  O r  even M r .  TE may have brought  it i n  
t o  me. I can see w i t h  something w i t h  t h i s  k ind  of i n fo rma t ion  
i n  it, they  would have probably brought  it t o  me r a t h e r  q u i c k l y ,  
o r  I would have thought  t hey  would. But i n  a l l  hones ty ,  I 
c a n ' t  say  t h a t  I ' v e  s een  it. 

Q A r e  you f a m i l i a r  w i t h  a man by t h e  name of  M r .  
VIEN? 

A. I n  the census  g r i evance ,  s i r ?  

Q Y e s .  A t  t h a t  t i m e  he probably would have been t h e  
a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  o f f i c e r  o f  t h e  S1.  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  I ' m  n o t  a b s o l u t e l y  s u r e  b u t  t h i s  seems 
l i k e  t h e  gentleman who was M r .  TE's a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  man t h a t  
handled a l o t  of--

Q - ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Well,  t h e  q u e s t i o n  I t h i n k  I would 
l i k e  t o  ask  i s  t h a t  we know t h a t  t h i s  i n fo rma t ion  was i n  t h e  
hands of M r .  VIEN and i n  t h e  hands of M r .  TE. Hence t h e  ques-
t i o n  i s ,  can you t h i n k  of  any reason  why t h i s  i n fo rma t ion  
should  n o t  have been made a v a i l a b l e  t o  e i t h e r  M r .  PREW o r  t o  
y o u r s e l f ?  

A.  The only t h i n g  t h a t  I can t h i n k  o f ,  s i r ,  is  t h a t  
q u i t e  f r e q u e n t l y  i f  t h e r e  wese--and I d i s c u s s e d  t h i s  w i t h  
t h e  prov ince  c h i e f  on s e v e r a l  d i f f e r e n t  occas ions  a s  f a r  as 
t h e  census  g r i evance  program--it  was ano the r  ca se  where I 
w a s  t r y i n g  t o  Vietnamize t h e  program. -As I exp la ined  it t o  
Colonel  K H I E N ,  q u i t e  f r e q u e n t l y  t h e  census  g r i evance  was going 
t o  come up wi th  i n fo rma t ion  t h a t  may p o i n t  t h e  f i n g e r  a t  him 
o r  some of t h e  members of  h i s  s t a f f ,  and I was n o t  s o  na ive  
as t o  t h i n k  t h a t  Mr. TE was going t o  come running,  waving a l l  
t h i s  d i r t y  l i n e n  a t  m e ,  when it d e a l t  w i t h  Vietnamese o f f i -
c i a l s  ove r  which Colonel  K H I E N  had a c e r t a i n  amount of c o n t r o l .  
Consequently,  I know t h a t  s e v e r a l  o f  t h e  g r i evances  o r  r e -
p o r t s  of t h i s  s o r t  of  t h i n g  d i d  go d i r e c t l y  from M r .  TE t o  
t h e  prov ince  c h i e f  r a t h e r  t h a n  be ing  brought  t o  my a t t e n t i o n .  
This  could have been one of them t h a t  took such a r o u t e ,  and 
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Q .  And ano the r  a r e a  we h e a r  about a long  t h e  c o a s t a l  
s t r i p .  On t h i s  map it would appear  t o  be  Co Lay ( 1 1 ,  Co Lay 
( 2 ) ,  Co Lay ( 3 ) ,  b u t  t h e  Vietnamese r e f e r r e d  t o  t h a t  a s  Co Luy, 
and they  have f i v e  subhamlets  i n  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  a r e a .  I have 
h e r e  ano the r  e x h i b i t ,  which i s  M-34, from t h e  d i s t r i c t  c h i e f  
of Son Tinh Dis t r ic t  t o  t h e  prov ince  ch i e f  of Quang Ngai re-
p o r t i n g  upon what had been r e p o r t e d  t o  him by t h e  v i l l a g e  chief. 
I would c a l l  your  a t t e n t i o n  t o  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  a copy of t h i s  
went t o  t h e  2d ARVN Div i s ion  h e a d q u a r t e r s ,  a s  you w i l l  n o t e  
a t  t h e  bottom. Also y o u ' l l  n o t i c e  t h a t  a copy of it went t o  
MACV, Quang Ngai s e c t o r .  And I would ask i f  you 've  e v e r  s een  
a copy of t h i s  document, e i t h e r  t h e  Vietnamese v e r s i o n  s i g n e d  
by t h e  d i s t r i c t  c h i e f ,  L i eu t enan t  TAN, and t h e  Engl i sh  t r a n s -
l a t i o n .  

A. S i r ,  I have t h e  same comment a s  I do i n  r e g a r d  t o  
t h i s  one. I ' m  n o t  going t o  swear under o a t h  t h a t  I have n o t  
s een  it, b u t  I w i l l  say t h a t  I cannot  r e c a l l  having seen  it-. 

Q Well ,  i f  you had seen  a document such as t h i s  you 
would i n  a l l  l i k l i h o o d  r e c a l l  i t ?  

A.  I t h i n k  I would have,  s ir .  

Q I t h i n k  any normal human be ing  would. A r e  you 
f a m i l i a r  with aily action .ti-iat may have been t a k e n  or1 t h i s  
document by t h e  prov ince  c h i e f  o r  t h e  commanding o f f i c e r  of 
t h e  2d ARVN Div i s ion ,  Colonel  TOAN? 

A. No, sir. 

Q I have h e r e  ano the r  document which has  been en-
t e r e d  i n t o  t h e  r eco rd .  This is E x h i b i t  M-30, d a t e d  1 4  A p r i l ,  
s t a t e m e n t  s igned  by Captain  Angel M. RODRIGUEZ. I show you 
t h i s  document, t h e  p h o t o s t a t  of t h e  o r i g i n a l  v e r s i o n  on t o p  
i s  n o t  t o o  c l e a r ,  a t r u e  copy i s  underneath which is r eadab le .  
Are you f a m i l i a r  w i t h  Captain  RODRIGUEZ? 

A.  I remember him a s  t h e  a s s i s t a n t  d i s t r i c t  a d v i s o r  
i n  Son Tinh,  s ir .  I d o n ' t  know much about him p e r s o n a l l y .  

Q Did you e v e r  see a copy of t h i s  s t a t emen t?  

A. No, s i r ,  n o t  t h a t  I r e c a l l .  
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& 0 Along about t h i s  t i m e  now, which g r a n t e d ,  t a k e s  
you q u i t e  a ways back ,  do you e v e r  r e c a l l  s e e i n 9  any V i e t  Cong 
propaganda t h a t  was o u t  of t h e  o r d i n a r y ?  I n s t e a d  of be ing  i n  
t h e  normal broad a c c u s a t i o n s  which they  normally make, g e t t i n g  
down t o  s p e c i f i c s  w i th  r e s p e c t  t o  u n i t s  and p l a c e s  and happen-
ings?  

A. No, sir .  

Q 9 I have h e r e  an e x h i b i t  which i s  d a t e d  2 4  A p r i l .  
I t  has  one i n c l o s u r e  which I would l i k e  t o  c a l l  t o  your  a t t e n -
t i o n .  This  i s  a b i t  of V i e t  Cong propaganda which was ob-
t a i n e d  by t h e  2d ARVN Div is ion .  I would ask i f  you 've  e v e r  
s een  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  piece of in format ion?  The f i r s t  page 
i s ,  I wou ldn ' t  say  innocuous,  b u t  i t ' s  r a t h e r  s t a n d a r d .  The 
second page,  however, Major KEATING,  a s  y o u ' l l  n o t i c e  nea r  
t h e  t o p  and s p e c i f i c a l l y  i n  t h e  second paragraph ,  it g e t s  
r a t h e r  s p e c i f i c .  

A, Y e s ,  s i r .  S i r ,  I saw many p i e c e s  of V i e t  Cong 
propaganda. Normally it was t r a n s l a t e d  and some of it w a s  n o t .  
I cannot  recal l  hav ing  s e e n  t h a t  i n  t r a n s l a t i o n .  

8 This  i s  11oL e x a c t l y  a piece of propaganda. I t ' s  
c a l l e d  a n o t i c e  i s s u e d  by t h e  Quang Ngai Na t iona l  L i b e r a t i o n  
F ron t  Committee d a t e d  2 8  March 1968 .  This  i s  E x h i b i t  M-35 w i t h  
t h e  Vietnamese t o  t h e  r e a r  and t h e  t r a n s l a t i o n  on top .  

A. S i r ,  once aga in ,  I have t h e  same comment. 

Q = Did you e v e r  see any i n t e l l i g e n c e  r e p o r t s  t h a t  
you can  recall  from your  P o l i c e  S p e c i a l  Branch o r  from 
your o f f i c e r s  and r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  i n  t h e  TOC which may have 
p o i n t e d  to something unusual happening i n  t h i s  a r e a  a long  
about  this t i m e  p e r i o d ?  

A. N o t  that I r e c a l l ,  s i r .  A s  I s t a t e d  t o  s t a r t  
w i t h ,  I%e been t r y i n g  t o  p l a c e  myself i n  what was going on 
i n  the province  team a t  &out t h e  same t h i s  i n c i d e n t  was a l-
leged t o  happened i n  My La i .  I ' m  s t i l l  a t  a l o s s  as t o  what 
w e  were doing a t  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  t i m e .  A s  I'm s u r e  y o u ' r e  
w e l l  aware, s i n c e  you 've  been ove r  t h e r e ,  q u i t e  o f t e n  t h e  
American m i l i t a r y  u n i t s  do a l o t  of t h i n g s  t h a t  a r e  n o t  i n  
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c l o s e  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  t o  t h e  prov ince  teams. The s i t u a t i o n  was 
g e t t i n g  much b e t t e r  a t  t h e  time. 

Q .  That was a d i f f i c u l t  pe r iod .  Now l e t  m e  a s k  a 
q u e s t i o n  t h a t  may come a s  a s u r p r i s e  t o  bo th  you and myself .  
When d i d  you t a k e  R&R? 

A. R&R? I came home on l eave .  I n  t h e  t o u r  I w a s  
o v e r  t h e r e  i n ,  t h e  p a r t i c u l a r  program I was i n ,  I was au tho r -
i z e d  t o  come back t o  t h e  S t a t e s  on l eave .  I was t h e r e  f o r  a 
y e a r  and a h a l f  and I d i d n ' t  t a k e  what was normally termed R&R 
t o  Hawaii and s o  f o r t h .  I came home f o r  Christmas i n  1967, I 
came home aga in  i n  t h e  summer of 1968, and I came home aga in  
f o r  Christmas i n  1968, which was t h e  t h r e e  l e a v e s  I took o f  about 
20 days d u r a t i o n  each ,  I guess .  I o c c a s i o n a l l y  went t o  Danang 
f o r  c o n s u l t a t i o n  wi th  t h e  a p p r o p r i a t e  s t a f f  o f f i c e r  on t h e  
CORDS s t a f f  i n  t h e  corps  o r  r e g i o n  a r e a .  I once i n  awhi le  
went t o  Saigon,  n o t  anymore t h a n  I had t o ,  b u t  I w a s  c a lked  
down t o  Saigon f o r  t h i n g s  of  t h a t  n a t u r e .  

Q. You must have been ve ry  busy a t  t h a t  pe r iod?  

A. Yes, s ir .  

Q .  For two reasons .  One, t h e  VC appeared t o  be ve ry  
a c t i v e  du r ing  t h a t  p e r i o d ,  an e x t e n s i o n  of T e t  s o  t o  speak. 
Secondly,  i t  seemed l i k e  about  every  o t h e r  i n d i v i d u a l  i n  t h e  
prov ince  I have asked was on R&R someplace. 

A. I f  .I w a s  on R&R,  s i r ,  it would probably have been 
a t  Danang o v e r n i g h t  f o r  a conference  o r  something. 

Q W e l l ,  would you e x p l a i n  your own a p p r e c i a t i o n  of 
what t h e  s i t u a t i o n  d i d  look l i k e  about  t h a t  t i m e ,  a long  about 
t h e  middle of March 1968? 

A. S i r ,  I t h i n k  t h a t  people  w e r e  j u s t  beg inn ing  t o  
g e t  over  t h e  shock of  t h e  Tet o f f e n s i v e  and just beginning t o  
r e a l i z e  t h a t  t hey  could g e t  back o u t  i n t o  t h e  c o u n t r y s i d e .  
This  was my b i g  push. A t  t h e  t i m e  I was t r y i n g  t o  convince 
t h e  Vietnamese, t h e  f r i e n d l y  Vietnamese t h a t  i s ,  t h a t  y o u ' r e  
n o t  b e a t .  The V i e t  Cong j u s t  had a g r e a t  b i g  push i n  T e t ,  
and y o u ' r e  running s c a r e d .  Th i s  i s  e x a c t l y  what t hey  wanted 
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you t o  do, t o  p u l l  back i n t o  what i s  commonly c a l l e d  t h e  se-
cure a r e a s ,  and t h e  only way t o  g e t  t h i s  t h i n g  r o l l i n g  again 
i s  g e t  your fo rces  back i n t o  t h e  countryside.  L e t ' s  ge t  back 
o u t  and show t h e  people t h a t  we 're  here  t o  s t a y .  We got  run 
o u t  t e ~ n p o r a r i l y ,bu t  we ' re  back. We want t o  he lp  you; what ' s  
y o u r  problem? This was my theme a t  t h e  time. 

Q *  Recover t h e  count rys ide?  

A. Yes, s i r ,  and make an appearance, even i f  t o  g e t  
t h e  cadre teams avd t h e  m i l i t a r y  back ou t  was q u i t e  a d i f f i -
c u l t  t a s k .  Of course,  I wasn ' t  t h e  only one t h a t  was t a l k i n g  
t h i s  way. I d o n ' t  mean t o  s i t  here  and say I was t h e  only 
guy on province team t h a t  was t a l k i n g  t h i s  way. Colonel 
SWEAKENGEN, and I be l i eve  Colonel G U I N N  was t h e  a s s i s t a n t  pro-
vince s e n i o r  adv i so r  a t  t h a t  time o r  deputy,  and we were a l l  
t r y i n g  t o  encourage them t o  push back o u t  and do something t o  
he lp  t h e  people t h a t  got  h u r t  dur ing  t h e  Tet  o f fens ive  and t r y  
to  reve r se  t h e  psychological  e f f e c t  t h a t  t h e  Tet  of fens ive  had 
had on t h e  people.  

& Did you have any knowledge a t  a l l  about an ARVN 
i n v e s t i g a t i o n  o r  GVN i n v e s t i g a t i o n  t h a t  may have been under 
way a t  t h a t  time? 

A. Not t h a t  I can r e c a l l ,  s i r .  

Q - Did you e v e r  h e a r  of a U . S .  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ?  

A. No, sir .  

Q - Do you know a provost  marshal NCO by t h e  name of 
WARREN, S t a f f  Sergeant E-6? 

A.  I c a n ' t  r e c a l l  him, s ir .  I may have met him some 
time or o t h e r  a t  one of t h e  Americal ' s  POW cages o r  something, 
but I--

Q = ( In te rpos ing)  He i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  amongst o t h e r  t h i n g s  
that he kep t  p r e t t y  c l o s e  con tac t  wi th  an i n d i v i d u a l  who he 
c a l l e d  RAGSDALE, who w e  subsequent ly determined t o  be RAMSDELL. 

A .  Yes, sir. 
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and more o r  less formal ized  t h e  o r g a n i z a t i o n ,  p u t  i n  more i n  
a formal  a s p e c t ,  even t5en  I was n o t  r e s t r i c t e d  from t a l k i n g  
with, d i r e c t l y  w i th  Colonel  K H I E N ,  on m a t t e r s  concerning 
r e v o l u t i o n a r y  development. M r .  BURKE, Colonel  G U I N N ,  Colonel  
SWEARINGTON, none of them e v e r  r e s t r i c t e d  us .  The only 
requirement  t h a t  t hey  made w a s  t o  l e t  us know what y o u ' r e  
t e l l i n g  h i m ,  which i s  n o t  an unusual  requirement .  

8 Can you o f f e r  any e x p l a n a t i o n  of how Colonel  
K H I E N  and Colonel  GUINN might have d e a l t  w i t h  t h i s  l e t t e r  
t h a t  you 've  s een  of 11 A p r i l  1968 from t h e  D i s t r i c t  Chief t o  
t h e  Province Chief and t h e  s t a t e m e n t  of Captain  RODRIGUEZ 
which you 've  s een ,  which has  been prepared  based upon t h e  
11 A p r i l  l e t t e r ?  Which s t a t emen t ,  i n c i d e n t l y ,  w e  ob t a ined  
from Colonel  K H I E N ' s  f i l e .  Without your  having been p r i v y  
t o  t h i s  a t  a t i m e  when you and, I g a t h e r  Colonel  G U I N N ,  were 
t h e  ones d e a l i n g  w i t h  Colonel  K H I E N  and t h a t  you would 
f r e q u e n t l y  do s o  t o g e t h e r .  Did you have t h e  f e e l i n g  a t  any 
t i m e  t h a t  you w e r e  be ing  excluded from c e r t a i n  t h i n g s ?  

A ,  Y e s ,  sir.  Any t i m e  y o u ' r e  d e a l i n g  w i t h  t h e  
Vietnamese people  t h e r e ' s  c e r t a i n  t h i n g s  t hey  a r e  j u s t  n o t  
going t o  t e l l  t h e  Americans. 

Q But t h i s  i s  something where t h e  Americans a r e  
involved.  T h a t ' s  my p o i n t ,  t h a t  we see h e r e  i n  Colonel  
KHIEM's f i l e  t h e  s t a t e m e n t  of Capta in  RODRIGUEZ. We s e e  h e r e  
a copy of t h i s  11 A p r i l  l e t t e r  going t o  Colonel  G U I N N ,  and 
there are i n d i c a t i o n s  t h a t  t h i s  m a t t e r  was n e c e s s a r i l y  t h e  
s u b j e c t  of d i s c u s s i o n  between Colonel  K H I E N  and Colonel  G U I N N .  
What I ' m  t r y i n g  t o  g e t  i s  how t h i s  cou ld  go on wi thou t  you 
be ing  aware of i t ,  u n l e s s  you were be ing  excluded from t h e  
American s i d e  . 
A. This  i s  p o s s i b l e ,  t o o ,  s ir .  

Q = Did you have any awareness o f  t h a t ,  any f e e l i n g  
t h a t  there w e r e  some t h i n g s  t h a t  w e r e  be ing  handled  i n  a way 
by one s e c t i o n  of  t h e  American team w i t h  t h e  o t h e r  s e c t i o n  
excluded? 

A, No, I never  g o t  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  f e e l i n g ,  sir .  
However, I 'm s u r e  t h a t  i n  any o r g a n i z a t i o n  t h e r e  's c e r t a i n  
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Q - Where was t h a t  he ld?  

A. I n  t h e  prov ince  team's ,  r i g h t  t h e r e  by M r .  BURKE 
and Colonel  GULNN's o f f i c e ,  briefing room, Probably i f  you 
went w i t h  General  PEERS t o  Quang Ngai you probably s a t  i n  t h e  
same b r i e f i n g  room. I t ' s  r i g h t  t h e r e  i n  t h e  l e g  o f  t h e  'IT" 

you might s a y ,  o f f  t h e  prov ince  headqua r t e r s  i n  t h e  back t h e r e .  

Q - I 've  been t h e r e .  Who would a t t e n d  t h o s e  b r i e f i n g s ?  

A. A l l  o f  t h e  American s t a f f  on t h e  prov ince  team 
were i n v i t e d  t o  a t t e n d  t h i s .  I say  i n v i t e d .  Even some o f  t h e  
Red Cross and some o f  t h e  v o l u n t e e r  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  t h a t  were 
i n  t h e  prov ince  were i n v i t e d  t o  a t t e n d .  However, a s  you w e l l  
know, they  w e r e n ' t  d i r e c t l y  under t h e  c o n t r o l  o f  M r .  BURKE, 
b u t  t h e y  d i d  send  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s .  Q u i t e  f r e q u e n t l y ,  t h e  CORDS 
s t a f f  was t h e r e .  When I say  t h e  CORDS s t a f f ,  I ' m  t a l k i n g  
about t h e  e n t i r e  p rov ince  team r e a l l y ,  t h e  heads o f  each one 
o f  t h e  d i v i s i o n s .  A s  I r e c a l l  i t ,  M r .  BURKE had t h e  
o r g a n i z a t i o n  down t o  e i g h t  d i v i s i o n s ,  and t h e  c h i e f s  f o r  t h o s e  
d i v i s i o n s  were r e q u i r e d  t o  be t h e r e .  W e  cou ld  b r i n g  wi th  us 
any o f  ou r  s t a f f  members t h a t  we l i k e  t o  b r i e f  and b r i n g  t h e  
prov ince  s e n i o r  a d v i s o r  up t o  d a t e  on a d a i l y  b a s i s .  

Q - W e l l ,  a t  t h i s  t ime ,  Major KEATING,  i f  you have 
any questions of  u s  o r  i f  you have any s t a t e m e n t  you would 
l i k e  t o  make f o r  t h e  r e c o r d ,  i f  you have any documents t h a t  
you know o f ,  any th ing  t h a t  you t h i n k  might be  h e l p f u l  t o  us 
a s  w e ' r e  t r y i n g  t o  p u t  t h i s  p i e c e  t o g e t h e r  going back over  
t h e  20-month p e r i o d  of t i m e  t h a t  we must ,  t o  g e t  back t o  t h e  
t ime i n  t h e  s p r i n g  o f  1 9 6 8 ,  w e  would c e r t a i n l y  a p p r e c i a t e  
h e a r i n g  from you o r  r e c e i v i n g  any such m a t e r i a l .  

A. I have no documents a t  a l l ,  and I have no s t a t emen t  
t o  make. I ' m  s t i l l ,  t o  be p e r f e c t l y  h o n e s t  w i t h  you, I ' m  s t i l l  
a t  a l o s s  t o  t r y  t o  p l a c e  myself a t  about  t h i s  t ime as t o  any- 
t h i n g  d i f f e r e n t  happening than  would have been my normal r o u t i n e .  
I ' m  s t i l l  a t  a l o s s .  

Q - W e l l ,  i f  a s  you r e f l e c t  upon some o f  t h e s e  p i e c e s  
o f  i n fo rma t ion  t h a t  we've shown you , t h i s  morning and t h e  
i n d i c a t i o n s  t h a t  we've given you o f  what was going on i n  Quang 
Ngai a t  t h i s  t i m e ,  and i f  t h i s  beg ins  t o  f i t  t o g e t h e r  f o r  you 
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i n  any way, we would g r e a t l y  a p p r e c i a t e  your  g e t t i n g  i n  touch 
w i t h  t h i s  o f f i c e .  Major LYNN w i l l  g i v e  you an i n d i c a t i o n  of 
how this can be done shou ld  t h i s  occu r ,  i f  you s t e p  o u t  and 
t h i n k  f u r t h e r  about  it. 

A. I f e e l  c o n f i d e n t  t h a t  i f  I were a l lowed t o  t a l k  
w i t h  Colonel  G U I N N  about  what was going on,  I ' m  s u r e  t h e  two 
of  us could s i t  down and probably remin isce  f o r  a l i t t l e  
wh i l e  and come up w i t h  anyth ing  p a r t i c u l a r l y  d i f f e r e n t  t h a t  
happened t o  us d u r i n g  t h a t  t ime .  But as I'm s u r e  you found 
from your  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  t h a t  t h i s  w a s  a r a t h e r  touch-and-go 
p e r i o d  of t i m e  from t h e  t ime of  T e t  on through March-April. 
W e  were p r e t t y  bucsy. 

Q Many o t h e r  t h i n g s  were happening and it was a 
p e r i o d  of t e n s e  concern,  we do r e a l i z e  t h a t .  W e l l ,  thank 
you very much. W e ' l l  r e c e s s  a t  t h i s  t i m e .  

(The h e a r i n g  r e c e s s e d  a t  1 0 4 0  hou r s ,  21 January 
1970.) 
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SUMMARY O F  TESTIMONY 

WITNESS: LANE, Randolph C. CPT 

DATE O F  TESTIMONY? 20 February 1-970 

PLACE OF TESTIMONY: Pentagon 

WITNESS SUSPECTED OF: N/A 

COUNSEL: None 

DUTY ASSIGNMENT ON 1 6  MARCH 1968: S2 Advisor ,  Quang Ngai 
Province.  

1. BACKGROUND INFORMATION. 

The w i t n e s s  adv i sed  t h e  S2 i n  t h e  i n t e l l i g e n c e  f i e l d  
and provided  i n t e l l i g e n c e  in fo rma t ion  through MACV and 
USARV channe ls  on t h e  s i t u a t i o n  i n  Quang Ngai Province  
(pg. 3 ) .  H e  had a l i e u t e n a n t  and f i v e  e n l i s t e d  men i n  h i s  

M I  Detachment (pg. 3 ) .  H i s  Vietnamese c o u n t e r p a r t  was 
Captain  Pham Tin  DUC, who w a s  d e s c r i b e d  a s  "competent" 
(pgs.  3 ,  4 ) .  The w i t n e s s  a l s o  came i n  c o n t a c t  w i t h  Major 
EARLE, Major PHO, M r .  RAMSDELL, M r .  PREW, L i eu t enan t  
DAWKINS, and M r .  KISSINGER (pgs .  4 ,  5 ) .  H e  r e p o r t e d  t o  
L ieu tenan t  Colone l  G U I N N  (pg.  1 0 ) .  He had no p a r t i c u l a r  
c o n t a c t  w i t h  Task Force  ,Barker (pg.  6 )  . 
2.  KNOWLEDGE OF THE OPERATION. 

a. Reports  of o p e r a t i o n s  i n  t h e  a r e a .  

The w i t n e s s  r e c a l l e d  an o p e r a t i o n  i n  t h e  a r e a  
s h o r t l y  a f t e r  t h e  Tet o f f e n s i v e  (pg. 7 ) .  He r e c e i v e d  a 
v e r b a l  r e p o r t  from t h e  Son Tinh D i s t r i c t  Headquar ters  of 
1 0 0  VC K I A  (pg. 8 ) .  H e  d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  any o t h e r  s t a t i s t i c s  
an  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  (pg. 8 ) .  H e  d i s c u s s e d  t h e  f i g u r e  w i t h  h i s  
c o u n t e r p a r t  (pg.  9 )  , who s t a t e d ,  "Maybe n o t  a l l  VC. Maybe 
a r t i l l e r y  and gunships ' '  (pg. 11). DUC i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  he had 
receved a r e p o r t  (pgs .  12,  2 5 ,  26) . H e  thought  t h a t  t h e  
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f i g u r e  128 sounded f a m i l i a r  (pg.  9 ) .  He d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  
r e c e i v i n g  any r e p o r t s  i n  mid-April on a  l a r g e  number of 
c i v i l i a n s  b e i n g  k i l l e d  i n  mid-March i n  t h a t  a r e a  (pg. 1 0 1 ,  
nor  d i d  h e  r e c a l l  h i s  c o u n t e r p a r t ,  DUC, c a l l i n g  h i s  
a t t e n t i o n  t o  TAN'S  l e t t e r  t o  K H I E N ,  ~ x h i b i tM - 2 8 ,  
( p g ) .  H e  d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  d i s c u s s i n g  t h e  i n c i d e n t  w i t h  

G U I N N  (pgs .  1 2 ,  1 9 ) ,  nor  d i d  he  r e c a l l  any d i s c u s s i o n  of 
t h e  i n c i d e n t  among t h e  s t a f f  o f f i c e r s  (pg.  1 3 ) .  He d i d  n o t  
know t h a t  K H I E N  o r  Capta in  RODRIGUEZ were d i r e c t e d  t o  
i n v e s t i g a t e  t h e  i n c i d e n t  (pgs .  1 3 ,  1 4 ) .  H e  knew o f  no 
r e p o r t s  from t h e  Census Grievance Committee system (pg.  16). 
The w i t n e s s  d i d  n o t  encounte r  any VC propaganda concerning 
any American a t r o c i t i e s  (pg.  15) . 

b . Propaganda. 

The w i t n e s s  d i d  n o t  know how L ieu tenan t  Colonel  
BLACKLEDGE ob ta ined  propaganda from t h e  in fo rma t ion  channe ls  
of t h e  w i t n e s s  (pg. 1 8 ) .  He s t a t e d  t h a t  he  d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  
any propaganda be ing  c a l l e d  t o  h i s  a t t e n t i o n  (pg.  18) . 
G U I N N  never asked him f o r  any in fo rma t ion  about  t h e  i n c i d e n t  
(pg.  1 9 ) .  He d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  a t t e n d i n g  a  2d ARVN Div i s ion  
b r i e f i n g  w i t h  G U I N N  i n  A p r i l  1968, nor  d i d  he  r e c a l l .  a 
d i s c u s s i o n  about  Colonel  TOAN appo in t ing  KHIEN t o  
i n v e s t i g a t e  (pg. 2 0 )  . 

c.  Na t iona l  P o l i c e .  

The w i t n e s s  s t a t e d  t h a t  arrangements f o r  t h e  u s e  
of Na t iona l  P o l i c e  would be  made through M r .  RAMSDELL 
(pg.  2 1 ) .  H e  d i d  n o t  know i f  ~ i e u t e n a n t-DUC n o t  t o  be  
confused w i t h  Capta in  DUC, h i s  c o u n t e r p a r t ,  went on t h e  
o p e r a t i o n  (pg. 2 2 ) .  

3 .  OTHER INFORMATION. 

The w i t n e s s  s t a t e d  t h a t  he had no r ea son  t o  b e l i e v e  
t h a t  t h e  v i l l a g e r s  would a l l  l e a v e  t h e  v i l l a g e  b e f o r e  
0700 (pg.  22 ) .  
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EXI-IIBITS 

E X H I B I T  
-* NUMBER D E S C R I P T I O N  NOTES PAGES 

TAN'S l e t t e r  t o  KHIEN,  -l-T-M-28 2 8  Mar 6 8  l W i t  did not r e c a l l  

M-30 RODRIGUEZ' s t a t e m e n t  W i t  d i d  n o t  r e c a l l .  1 4  

C e n s u s  G r i e v a n c e  R e p o r t  3-d n o t  


M-31 1 8  M a r  6 8  r e ca l l  it.  1 6  

ran script of VC 


M-33 propaganda broadcast W i t  had n o t  s een .  2 4  

T A N ' S  l e t t e r  t o  KHIEN,  


M-34 11 A p r  (trans) ( Q u a n g  W i t  d i d  n o t  r eca l l .  12 

Ngai P r o v )  


ppp 
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1970.) 
(The h e a r i n g  reconvened a t  1145 hour s ,  20 February 

10': The h e a r i n g  w i l l  come t o  o r d e r .  

RCDR : The fo l lowing  persons  a r e  p r e s e n t :  LTG PEERS, 
MR MACCRATE, COL ARMSTRONG, and MAJ LYNN.  

S i r ,  t h e  n e x t  w i t n e s s  i s  Capta in  Randolph C. LANE. 

(CPT LANE was c a l l e d  as a w i t n e s s ,  w a s  sworn, and 
t e s t i f i e d  a s  fo l lows: )  

Capta in  LANE, f o r  t h e  r e c o r d ,  w i l l  you p l e a s e  
s t a t e  your  f u l l  name, g rade ,  S o c i a l  S e c u r i t y  number, organ-
i z a t i o n ,  and st a t i o n ?  

A, Randolph Cra ig  LANE, Cap ta in ,  U.S. Army, S o c i a l  
Security : . I am as s igned  t o  Headquar te rs ,  
European Command, APO N e w  York 09128. 

I0: To whom a r e  you ass igned  a t  U . S .  European Command? 

A. Headquar te rs  Company, USEUCOM. 

Q . iiave you had an oppor t -mi ty  t o  r ead  t h e  i n s t r u c -
t i o n s  ( E x h i b i t  M-57)? 

A. Y e s ,  sir,  I have. 

Q. Do you unders tand  them o r  have any q u e s t i o n s  con-
cerning them? 

A. I unders tand  them. I have no q u e s t i o n s ,  s ir .  

Q- On my l e f t  i s  M r .  Robert  MACCRATE. M r .  MACCRATE 
i s  a c i v i l i a n  lawyer who has  vo lun tee red  h i s  s e r v i c e s  t o  
Secretary RESOR t o  a s s i s t  i n  t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  H e  a l s o  
p rov ides  l e g a l  counse l  t o  me and o t h e r  members o f  t h e  in -  
ves 'cigaking teams. 

On my r i g h t  i s  Colonel  ARMSTRONG, an a s s i s t a n t  
i n  t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  Aside from myself t h i s  morning, e i t h e r  
of these gentlemen may addres s  q u e s t i o n s  t o  you. W e  have 
o t h e r  t eams  such as t h i s ,  i n c i d e n t l y ,  who are l i k e w i s e  
taking t es t imony from o t h e r  i n d i v i d u a l s .  I t  w i l l  be my t a s k  
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t o  make s u r e  t h a t  a r e p o r t  i s  p repa red ,  t o  weigh t h e  ev idence ,  
and t o  de te rmine  t h e  f i n d i n g s  and recommendations. 

Capta in  LANE, would you i n d i c a t e  your du ty  as-
signment w i th  t h e  Quang Ngai Province adv i so ry  s t a f f ,  when 
you jo ined ,  any change o f  assignment you may have had ,  and 
when you t e rmina t ed  your  s e r v i c e  p l e a s e ?  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  I was t h e  S2 a d v i s o r  t o  t h e  Vietnamese 
S2 i n  Quang Ngai Province.  I assumed t h a t  p o s i t i o n  i n  June  
1967 and depa r t ed  t h e r e  i n  May 1968, s ir .  

Q .  % What t i m e  i n  May 1968? 

A. I depa r t ed  Quang Ngai around t h e  middle  o f  t h e  
month, around t h e  1 4 t h ,  and depa r t ed  Vietnam, about  1 June.  

Q. Capta in  LANE, t h e  s o - c a l l e d  My L a i  i n c i d e n t  o f  
16 March 1968 became a m a t t e r  of  p u b l i c  knowledge approxi-  
mately  5 months ago,  t h e  l a t t e r  p a r t  of September e a r l y  
October 1969. S ince  t h a t  t ime ,  have you t a l k e d  t o  anybody 
from your former adv i so ry  s t a f f  personne l  o r  from t h e  
America1 Div i s ion  concerning what may have t r a n s p i r e d  i n  
t h e  i n c i d e n t ,  t h e  r e p o r t i n g  of t h e  i n c i d e n t ,  o r  t h e  in-
v e s t i g a t i o n  of t h e  i n c i d e n t ?  

A. No, s i r ,  I have n o t ,  I have had a l e t t e r  from 
ny a s s i s t a i l t  s i n c e  that t lme,  askii ig m e  i f  I could  place 
anyth ing .  I have n o t  answered t h i s  l e t t e r .  

Q .  Well, would you s t a t e  h i s  name, p l e a s e ?  

A. Yes, s ir ,  it i s  Jay  Frank FROSCH, who i s  now i n  
A t l a n t a ,  Georgia.  

Q .  Can you r e c a l l  s p e c i f i c a l l y  what h e  asked you? 

A. I d o n ' t  have t h e  l e t t e r  wi th  m e ,  s i r ,  b u t  spe- 
c i f i c a l l y  h e  was c u r i o u s  a s  t o  whether o r  n o t  I knew any- 
thing of  t h e  p a r t i c u l a r  o p e r a t i o n ,  I have n o t  answered 
h i s  le t ter .  

Q .  A s  t h e  52 a d v i s o r  t o  t h e  S2 of  Quang Ngai Prov- 
i n c e ,  would you i n d i c a t e  g e n e r a l l y  what your f u n c t i o n s  
and r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  were? 
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A. Gene ra l ly ,  s i r ,  my primary f u n c t i o n  w a s  t o  a d v i s e  
t h e  S2 i n  t h e  i n t e l l i g e n c e  f i e l d :  i n t e r r o g a t i o n s ,  a g e n t s ,  
r e c r u i t i n g  a g e n t s ,  and t h e  t ype  o f  i n fo rma t ion  t h a t  was need-
ed. I a l s o  w a s  cons ide red  t h e  S2 o f  t h e  adv i so ry  team be-
cause  I had a m i l i t a r y  i n t e l l i g e n c e  team working f o r  me. I 
attempted to provide  i n t e l l  igence in format ion  through MACV 
and USARV channe ls  on t h e  s i t u a t i o n  i n  Quang Ngai Province.  

Q.  How many people  d i d  you have i n  your  M I  detachment? 

A. It f l u c t u a t e d ,  s i r .  I b e l i e v e  I w a s  a u t h o r i z e d  
ano the r  o f f i c e r  who was a l i e u t e n a n t ,  and f i v e  e n l i s t e d  men. 
A t  one t i m e  i t  was seven.  

52 Did you work them a l l  o u t  of  Quang Ngai,  o r  d i d  
you have some o f  them working i n  and o u t  of  t h e  d i s t r i c t  
headqua r t e r s?  

A. N o ,  s i r ,  a l l  o f  mine w e r e  i n  Quang Ngai. Well,  
when I a r r i v e d  t h e r e ,  t h e r e  was one who w a s  working i n  t h e  
d i s t r i c t  headqua r t e r s  i n  Duc Pho D i s t r i c t .  He was on loan  
t o  them u n t i l  t h e y  g o t  t h e i r  .own i n t e l l i g e n c e  o f f i c e r  f o r  
t h e i r  d i s t r i c t  i n t e l l i g e n c e  o p e r a t i o n s  t h e r e .  

Q- Now, l e t  me a sk  you a  couple  more t h i n g s  about  
your  i n t e l l i g e n c e  adv i so ry  f u n c t i o n  b e f o r e  w e  g e t  o f f  t o  
o t h e r s .  Did you a l s o  adv i se  t h e  S2 wi th  r e s p e c t  t o  t h e  
c o l l e c t i o n  of i n fo rma t ion ,  t h a t  i s ,  t h e  p r e p a r a t i o n  and 
such t h i n g s  as E E I  and development of  c o l l e c t i o n  p l a n s  and 
v a r i o u s  o t h e r  t h i n g s  connected with t h e  i n t e l l i g e n c e  process?  

A .  S i r ,  t h i s  w a s  p a r t  of my d u t i e s  as o u t l i n e d .  I 
r e a l l y  never  had t o  do much a d v i s i n g  t o  my c o u n t e r p a r t .  He 
was q u i t e  a capab le  i n d i v i d u a l .  

8. What w a s  h i s  name, p l e a s e ?  

A. A Vietnamese, Captain  DUC. 

8 .  D-U-C? 

A.  Y e s ,  sir.  H e  i s  r a t h e r  s h o r t ,  a heavy-set  s h o r t  
Vietnamese? 

Q . Is h e  any r e l a t i o n  t o  t h e  L i e u t e n a n t  DUC who i s  
a l s o  i n  the i n t e l l i g e n c e  bus ines s  a t  Son Tinh? 
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I worked wi th  people  t h a t  he  had detached t o  Quang Ngai 
C i t y ,  one man whose job it was t o  c o o r d i n a t e  wi th  m e  and 
t h e  o t h e r  i n t e l l i g e n c e  a g e n t s  w i t h i n  Quang Ngai C i t y ,  t o  
r e p o r t  t o  t h e  l l t h  Brigade.  

Q T h e i r  l i a i s o n  o f f i c e ?  

A. Yes, sir. 

MR MACCRATE: What w a s  h i s  name? 

A. S i r ,  t h e r e  w e r e  a c t u a l l y  two d u r i n g  t h e  t i m e  I 
w a s  t h e r e .  A w a r r a n t  o f f i c e r ,  I b e l i e v e ,  whose name I do 
n o t  r e c a l l ,  was medevac'd w i t h  a broken arm. He was re-
p laced  by a l i e u t e n a n t ,  a very  s h o r t  l i e u t e n a n t  w i th  g l a s s e s .  
I t  seems l i k e  h e  had an I t a l i a n  name, b u t  I c a n ' t  recall h i s  
name. 

10: Were you f a m i l i a r  w i t h  Task Force  Barker?  
C'J 

A. Yes, s i r ,  I w a s  f a m i l i a r  w i t h  t h e  Task Force .  

Q. T e l l  me what you can about  Task Force  Barker  it- -
s e l f ,  and I ' l l  g e t  around t o  t a l k i n g  about  o p e r a t i o n s  l a t e r .  d J  

. c .'-4
What w a s  your  r e l a t i o n s h i p  w i t h  T a s k  Force  Barker?  

A. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  any p a r t i c u l a r  r e l a t i o n s h i p  w i t h  
Task Force  Barker .  A s  I unders tood Task Force  Barker ,  t h e y  
were formed o u t  of t h e  l l t h  Brigade,  and moved up i n t o  t h e  
Binh Son-Son Tinh a r e a  sou th  of  t h e  198th  Brigade a r e a  o f  
o p e r a t i o n  when t h e  Korean Marines moved o u t  of  t h e  a r e a .  I 
b e l i e v e  it was formed i n  l a t e  December o r  January .  

Q. I t  w a s  formed i n  t h e  January t i m e  p e r i o d .  Were 
you f a m i l i a r  w i t h  Colonel  BARKER h imse l f ?  

A. I d o n ' t  know t h a t  I eve r  came i n  p e r s o n a l  c o n t a c t  
w i t h  him, s i r .  

Q. How about  h i s  S2,  Capta in  KOTOUC? 

A. No, s i r ,  t h e  name i s n ' t  f a m i l i a r .  

Q And h i s  e x e c u t i v e  o f f i c e r  and S 3 ,  a Major CALHOUN? 
. -

A. That  does s t r i k e  me.  
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Q They had a  s e r g e a n t  from t h e i r  MP detachment t h a t  
made q u i t e  a b i t  o f  c o n t a c t  down i n  Quang Ngai a r e a  by t h e  
name of  WARREN. Have you met him? 

A. No, sir.  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  so .  

Q W-A-R-R-E-N. Were you f a m i l i a r  w i th  t h e i r  opera-
t i o n  i n t o  t h e  e a s t e r n  end of Son Tinh D i s t r i c t  and t h e  Son 
My V i l l a g e  area i n  about  t h e  middle o f  March? 

A. S i r ,  I r e c a l l  an o p e r a t i o n .  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  t h e  
d a t e .  

Q Y e s .  They had t h r e e  o p e r a t i o n s  i n  t h a t  a r e a .  
They had two o p e r a t i o n s  i n  t h e  month of  February,  one i n  
the  e a r l y  p a r t  o f  t h e  month and t h e  l a t t e r  one on 2 3  February,  
and t h i s  o p e r a t i o n  which s t a r t e d  on 16 March. 

A. W e l l ,  I ' m  f a m i l i a r  w i t h  one p a r t i c u l a r  one t h a t  
w a s  b rought  t o  my a t t e n t i o n .  It seemed l i k e  it w a s  very 
c l o s e  a f t e r  T e t ,  t h e  T e t  o f f e n s i v e .  I d o n ' t  know t h e  d a t e ,  
b u t  I do recall  them be ing  o p e r a t i o n a l  somewhere i n  t h e  gen-
e r a l  a r e a .  I c a n ' t  s ay  whether or n o t  t hey  went f u r t h e r  t o  
t h e  Batangan Pen insu la  a r e a .  

&- T h e i r  normal a r e a  of o p e r a t i o n ,  as you recall ,  
was g e n e r a l l y  n o r t h  o f  t h e  Diem D i e m  River  and inc luded  t h e  
Batangan Peninsu la .  Any t ime they  o p e r a t e d  down i n  t h e  Son 
My a r e a ,  t hey  would have: t o  o b t a i n  an A0 e x t e n t i o n  from t h e  
2d ARVM D i v i s i o n  and from province .  So t h i s  i s  one o f  t h e  
t h i n g s  t h a t  would a u t o m a t i c a l l y  ca l l  t h i n g s  t o  t h e  a t t e n t i o n  
of t h e  adv i so ry  s t a f f ,  an o p e r a t i o n  sometime probably would 
be  conduct& i n  t h a t  a r e a ,  n o t  s a y i n g  t h e  s p e c i f i c  l o c a l e .  
W e l l ,  what d i d  you hea r  about  t h e  o p e r a t i o n ?  

A. W e l l ,  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  o p e r a t i o n  t h a t  I have i n  
mind--well, p a r t  o f  my d u t i e s  w a s  t o  in form my c o u n t e r p a r t  
o f  t h e  U,S./Korean o p e r a t i o n s  when t h e  Koreans w e r e  t h e r e ,  
i f  I was so informed. I normally was informed by r ead ing  
t h e i r  i n t e l l i g e n c e  summaries. Sometimes I was informed 
through c o n t a c t  w i t h  t h e  u n i t s  themselves .  

T h e  p a r t i c u l a r  one I r e c a l l  w a s  a f t e r  Te t .  There 
w a s  an o p e r a t i o n  i n  t h e  e a s t e r n  a r e a s  o f  t h e  p rov ince ,  e i t h e r  
i n  sou the rn  Binh Son D i s t r i c t  or Son Tinh Dis t r ic t .  I d o n ' t  
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r e c a l l  e x a c t l y ,  b u t  t h e r e  were q u i t e  a few c a s u a l t i e s  re-
por ted  t h a t  came i n  i n  t h e  form of a ve rba l  r e p o r t  from t h e  
d i s t r i c t  headquar ters  i n  Son Tinh, which had i n  t u r n  receiv'ed 
it from t h e  o p e r a t i o n a l  fo rce .  

Q. These c a s u a l t i e s ,  a r e  you r e f e r r i n g  t o  V i e t  Cong 
K I A  o r  f r i e n d l y  c a s u a l t i e s ?  

A. V ie t  Cong K I A  r e p o r t .  

Do you remember t h e  f i g u r e s  by chance? 

A. Not e x a c t l y ,  sir. I remember something i n  t h e  
neighborhood of 100 k i l l e d .  

Q Well, what e l s e  d i d  you h e a r  about t h e  opera t ion?
Did you hea r  anything about t h e  weapons captured o r  number 
of f r i e n d l y  k i l l e d  o r  wounded? 

3-
I-

A. None t h a t  I can r e c a l l .  No, s i r .  A s  I r e c a l l ,  S 
it came i n  t h e  form of a r e p o r t  t o  t h e  s e c t o r  opera t ion  
cen te r  which was passed on t o  t h e  main province headquarters  -
q u i t e  a few VC c a s u a l t i e s .  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  a t  t h e  time. ., 2 

1'..[ 

Q Do you know whether o r  not  a t  t h i s  t i m e  t h e r e  
were any ARVN involved i n  t h e  opera t ion?  

A. Not unless  it w a s  2d AXVY Division. I 'in sure 
t h e r e  were no s e c t o r  fo rces  involved. 

Q Do you r e c a l l  whether o r  n o t  on t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r
opera t ion  t h e r e  were any National  P o l i c e  o r  Nat ional  Police 
F i e l d  Forces involved? 

A. No, sir. 

Q - A l l  you heard ,  then ,  was j u s t  a f i g u r e ?  

A. T h a t ' s  a l l  t h a t  I can r e c a l l  now, s i r ,  and I 
r e a l l y  d o n ' t  know whether it i s  a f i g u r e  t h a t  popped t o  i n  
my mind because of t h e  My Lai  i n c i d e n t  o r  not .  One f i g u r e  
I repor ted  t o  my S2, a s  f a r  a s  enemy c a s u a l t i e s  i n  a p a r t i c -
u l a r  opera t ion ,  followed c lose ly  a f t e r  Tet .  

Q .  Well, "c lose ly  a f t e r  T e t ,  " with a l l  t h e  a c t i v i t i e s ,  
could be a  day o r  two o r  could be a month o r  more. 
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from t h e  d i s t r i c t  ch ief  of Son Tinh t o  t h e  province chief  of 
Quang Ngai. I would ask you t o  review t h i s ,  and ask you i f  
t h i s  paper had ever  been c a l l e d  t o  your a t t e n t i o n ?  

A.. No, sir. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  it. 

Q - You w i l l  n o t i c e  down a t  t h e  bottom t h e r e ,  t h a t  a 
copy of it d i d  go t o  DUC. 

A. Yes, s ir .  

Q . This i s n ' t  t o  say he  received it, b u t  c e r t a i n l y  
it was intended t h a t  he  r ece ive  a  copy of it. But t o  your 
knowledge, t h i s  was never c a l l e d  t o  your a t t e n t i o n ?  

A. No, s ir ,  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  paper ,  no. 

MR MACCRATE: Was t h e  content  of t h e  paper ever  d iscussed  
wi th  you by anyone? 

A. S i r ,  t h e  only t h i n g  I can r e c a l l  is  when I re-
por ted  t h e  c a s u a l t y  f i g u r e  .of an opera t ion  which I do no t  
know t h e  d a t e  of it t h i s  t ime t o  my coun te rpa r t ,  DUC. The 
only comment he made a t  t h a t  t ime w a s ,  "Maybe n o t  a l l  VC; 
maybe a r t i l l e r y  f i r e . "  This l e d  me t o  believe--he s a i d  he  
had received a r e p o r t ,  I assuiie through the d i s t r i c t ,  t h e  
d i s t r i c t  S 2 .  

10: H e  s a i d  he had rece ived  a r e p o r t .  Did he eve r  
show you t h e  r e p o r t ?  

A. -Not t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  r e p o r t .  

Q - Did Colonel G U I N N  ever  show you a r e p o r t ?  

A. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  a  r e p o r t ,  no, s i r .  

MR MACCRATE: He s a i d ,  "Maybe n o t  a l l  VC,"  b u t  what was t h e  
r e s t ?  

A. "Maybe a r t i l l e r y  and gunships," something of t h i s  
na ture .  

10: Did you query him any f u r t h e r ?  
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A. No, s i r .  

Q - But h e  d i d  i n d i c a t e  he had received a r e p o r t ?  

A. A l a r g e  number of VC were k i l l e d  i n  an opera t ion .  
I r e c e i v e d , t h i s  r e p o r t ,  and I repor ted  it t o  him. He i n d i -
ca ted ,  "Yes, yes ,  I ' v e  heard." 

Q e  What e l s e ?  

A. "Maybe n o t  a l l  VC," meaning, I assume, n o t  a l l  in-
cluded i n  t h e  f i g u r e s  were VC. 

Q And "Maybe by a r t i l l e r y " ?  

A. That i s  what he l e d  me t o  b e l i e v e ,  t h a t  he thought 
i f  not  a l l  were VC, then  perhaps t h e r e  were some c a s u a l t i e s  
from a r t i l l e r y .  

ca 
Q. Did you r e p o r t  t h i s  t o  anyone? b 

-3 

A. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l .  

Q Well, i f  you had repor ted ,  t o  whom would you have re - ?.: 

p o r t e r ?  

A. Probably t o  Colonel G U I N N ,  sir. 

Q. Do you r e c a l l  a t  a l l  eve r  t a l k i n g  t o  him about 
t h a t ?  

A. No, I d o n ' t ,  q u i t e  f rankly .  

Q a You ought t o  have been q u i t e  s e n s i t i v e  about c i v i l -
i a n  c a s u a l t i e s  though. I have h e r e  a l e t t e r  of 11 Apr i l  1968 
from t h e  d i s t r i c t  ch ief  of Son Tinh t o  t h e  province c h i e f .  I t  
has been en te red  i n t o  t h e  record a s  Exhib i t  M-34. Have you 
seen t h a t  paper? 

A. No, s ir .  

Q Was t h e  con ten t s  of it ever  c a l l e d  t o  your a t t e n -
t i o n  e i t h e r  v i s u a l l y  o r  ve rba l ly?  

A. No, sir.  

1 2  
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Q Did Lieutenant  Colonel G U I N N  ever d i scuss  t h a t  
wi th  you? 

A. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  any d i scuss ion .  

Q You w i l l  n o t i c e  on t h e  bottom of it t h a t  MACV, 
Quang ~ g a iSec to r ,  was provided a copy. You w i l l  a l s o  n o t i c e  
t h a t  t h e  U . S .  advisor  of Son Tinh was provided a courtesy 
COPY 

A. Yes, sir.  

Q Would a matter  such a s  t h i s  no t  b e  d iscussed  among 
t h e  p r i n c i p a l  s t a f f  o f f i c e r s ?  

A. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  any d i scuss ion  of t h i s .  No, s i r .  

& Did DUC, when you t a l k e d  t o  him, d id  he mention 
anything about having received t h i s  r e p o r t  from d i s t r i c t  
based upon a v i l l a g e  c h i e f ' s  r e p o r t ?  

A. No, sir. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  any comment from DUC. 

Q. Did he ever  i n d i c a t e  t o  you t h a t  Colonel K H I E N  
o r  province headquar ters  had been d i r e c t e d  by t h e  2d ARVN 
Divis ion t o  i n v e s t i g a t e  i t ?  

A. No, s ir .  

Q. Do you know Captain RODRIGUEZ? Well, f i r s t ,  i n  
Son Tinh D i s t r i c t ,  d id  you know Major GAVIN? 

A. Y e s ,  sir.  

Q Did you know h i s  a s s i s t a n t ,  Captain RODRIGUEZ, 
r a t h e r  s h o r t ,  Puerto Rican o f f i c e r ?  

A. Yes, s i r .  I b e l i e v e  I knew him. 

Q H e  worked wi th  Lieutenant  DAWKINS and a l s o  wi th  
a  c i v i l i a n  up t h e r e  by t h e  name of S I T T I G ,  a l l  l i v i n g  t o g e t h e r  
i n  t h e  subsec tor  headquar ters ,  s o u t h e a s t  of t h e  d i s t r i c t  head-
q u a r t e r s  on t h e  h i l l  t h e r e ?  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  
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Q .  Were you f a m i l i a r  w i th  any d i r e c t i v e  o f  any k ind  
t o  Capta in  RODRIGUEZ t o  i n v e s t i g a t e  a m a t t e r  such a s  you a r e  
d i s c u s s i n g ?  

A. No, s ir .  

Q. I have h e r e  E x h i b i t  M-30, da t ed  1 4  A p r i l  1968. 
The t i t l e  of it i s  "A S ta tement . "  You w i l l  n o t i c e  t h a t  t h i s  
paper  i s  s igned  by Capta in  Angel RODRIGUEZ. Th is  r ep roduc t ion  
is  n o t  very  ea sy  t o  r e a d ,  b u t  a t r u e  copy i s  a t t a c h e d  t o  it 
which w i l l  make it e a s i e r  f o r  you t o  read .  Have you ever  
s een  t h a t  paper  o r  were you aware of any of i t s  c o n t e n t s ?  

(The w i t n e s s  was handed M-30 t o  review.)  

A. No, sir. 

Q L e t  m e  have R-1 ,  p l e a s e .  

I have h e r e  a p i e c e  of V i e t  Cong propaganda t h a t  
w e  know w a s  i n  t h e  hands o f  t h e  ARVN a t  t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  t ime .  
This  a c t u a l l y  w a s  an i n t e r c e p t  of  a  V i e t  Cong b r o a d c a s t ,  i n  
Vietnamese of  cou r se ,  t aken  down i n  Vietnamese and l a t e r  t r a n -
s c r i b e d  t o  Engl i sh  and produced i n  t h i s  copy. Th i s  i s  a t w o -
page document, and I ' l l  ask  you t o  look a t  t h a t  and see i f  
you have seen  t h i s  o r  hea rd  of t h i s  o r  any th ing  comparable? 
The f i r s t  page,  a s  you w i l l  n o t i c e ,  i s  r a t h e r  normal,  Com-
munis t  d i a l e c t i c ,  b u t  t h e  t o n e  of  it changes on t h e  second 
page 

(The w i t n e s s  reviews R-1) 

T h a t ' s  a l l  t h e r e  is  t o  it. Had you e v e r  s e e n  any 
paper  such a s  t h a t ,  o r  had you heard  anyth ing  about  such  a 
p i e c e  of propaganda? 

A. No, sir.  I have n o t  s een  t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  pape r  
and I have n o t  hea rd  any p a r t i c u l a r  propaganda. 

Q W e l l ,  d i d  you h e a r  of any o t h e r  propaganda,  n o t  
on ly  i n  b r o a d c a s t  form, b u t  maybe i n  l e a f l e t  form, i n  s logan  
form, i n  a t tachment  t o  wearing appa re l  w i t h  s logans  o r  some-
t h i n g  which may have been a t t a c h e d  t o  i t ,  i n  p o s t e r s  o r  any-
t h i n g  which may have a l l u d e d  t o  something unusual  having 
t aken  p l a c e  i n  Son My V i l l a g e  o r  t h e  P i n k v i l l e  a r e a  a long  
about  t h e  middle of  March? 
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A .  I ran across  such propaganda, b u t  t h e  propaganda I 
r e c a l l  w a s  on t h e  VC v i c t o r i e s .  Nothing s p e l l e d  o u t ,  any 
American a t r o c i t i e s  such as  t h i s .  

Q =  Do you r e c a l l  along i n  t h e  April-May time frame, 
t h i s  per iod  j u s t  be fo re  you l e f t ,  about a month be fo re  you 
departed,  General KOSTER coming t o  province headquar ters?  

A. I remember General KOSTER being  a t  province head-
q u a r t e r s .  I t  seems t o  me it was more than  on one occasion. 
I may be  mistaken. 

Q Did you have an oppor tuni ty  t o  s i t  i n  on any of 
t h e  d iscuss ions?  

A. I c a n ' t  r e c a l l  be ing  i n  on any d i scuss ions  wi th  
General KOSTER. No, s ir .  

Q. What about General YOUNG o r  any o t h e r  s e n i o r  of -
f i c e r  from t h e  headquar ters  of t h e  America1 Divis ion? 

A. General YOUNG? I t  seems t h a t  he  at tempted t o  
make our  weekly b r i e f i n g s ,  and as  a r e s u l t  h e  s a t  i n  when I 
gave t h e  i n t e l l i g e n c e  b r i e f i n g s .  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  any sess ion  
t h a t  I s a t  i n  wi th  him. 

Q. Your roundups were normally on Saturdays ,  a s  I re-
c a l l ?  

A. Friday af te rnoons ,  I b e l i e v e ,  sir. 

Q What about Colonel HENDERSON from t h e  11 th  Brigade? 

A. The name i s  f a m i l i a r ,  s i r ,  b u t  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  him 
o r  meeting him. 

Q- Do you remember h i s  S2, a L ieu tenan t  Colonel 
BLACKLEDGE? 

A. That name i s  a l s o  f a m i l i a r .  

Q When you received t h i s  information from Captain 
DUC, d i d  you d i scuss  it with any of your own personnel  such 
as Lieutenant  FROSCH o r  anybody e l s e ?  

A. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l ,  s i r .  I r e a l l y  d o n ' t .  
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a t  l e a s t  some aspec t  of t h i s  would have occurred i n  your pre- 
sence. I t  may be you w e r e  n o t  f a m i l i a r  with each of t h e  s t e p s  
and t h e  d e t a i l s ,  b u t  I would l i k e  you t o  t r y  and t h i n k  very 
c l o s e l y  about t h e s e  var ious th ings  t h a t  w e  have shown t o  
you. Poss ib ly  by way of r e f r e s h i n g  your r e c o l l e c t i o n ,  I would 
l i k e  to read you a por t ion  of Major EARLE1s test imony.  Toward 
t h e  end of Major EARLE's tes t imony,  I addressed him t h i s  ques- 
t i o n  : 

"Q. Major EARLE, you have t o l d  us t h a t  you 
heard from Colonel GUINN about t h e  VC propaganda 
l e a f l e t ,  t h a t  you heard  from Colonel G U I N N  some-
t h i n g  about t h e  d i s t r i c t  c h i e f ' s  r e p o r t ,  t h a t  
you heard from Colonel G U I N N  t h e  province chief  
had someone looking i n t o  it, t h a t  you heard from 
Colonel G U I N N  t h a t  he  was pass ing  it up through 
h i s  channels,  and t h a t  you f i n a l l y  heard from 
Colonel G U I N N  t h a t  he  was seeking a d d i t i o n a l  
information about  t h i s  mat ter .  You s a i d  a l l  
t h e s e  th ings  t o  us t h i s  a f te rnoon?  

"A.  Yes, s i r .  

"Q. I have noted them down as  you s a i d  them. 
Now, have you any f u r t h e r  r e c o l l e c t i o n  of what 
Colonel G U I N N  s a i d  t o  you o t h e r  than  t h e s e  t h i n ~ s  
t h a t  I have j u s t  l i s t e d  t o  you? 

" A .  No, sir, I d o n ' t  have any a d d i t i o n a l  i n f o r -  
mation. 

"Q. Have you anything t h a t  you can t e l l  u s ,  
having heard t h e s e  f i v e  th ings  from Colonel G U I N N ,  
as t o  what you did.  Anything t h a t  you s a i d  t o  
anyone, anything t h a t  you d i d  about i t ,  any in-  
d i c a t i o n  t h a t  you d i d  anything o t h e r  than  j u s t  
p u t  it o u t  of your mind? 

"A. I did  n o t  p u t  it o u t  of my mind. A s  I 
s a i d ,  I d iscussed  it wi th  Major PHO and h e  s a i d  
it was VC propaganda. I remember it being  men- 
kioned t h a t  morning about how r i d i c u l o u s  it  was 
f o r  t h a t  many people t o  be k i l l e d ,  500 people,  
and a s  I s a i d ,  it was an American u n i t .  The 2d 
ARVN Divis ion w a s n ' t  involved i n  the opera t ion ."  
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Now, you w i l l  n o t i c e  t h a t  Major EARLE h e r e  r e f e r s  
t o  t h e  VC propaganda t h a t  was be ing  picked up on t h i s  s u b j e c t .  
W e  have been t o l d  t h a t  Colonel  BLACKLEDGE came ove r  t o  Quang 
Ngai t o  t h e  very  channe ls  i n  which you worked, with which 
you were most f a m i l i a r ,  t h a t  h e  picked up n o t  one b u t  two 
i t ems  of  propaganda a long  t h e s e  l i n e s ,  and d e l i v e r e d  them t o  
Colonel  HENDERSON of t h e  11 th  Brigade.  Now, have you any 
r e c o l l e c t i o n  of  s e e i n g  o r  h e a r i n g  about  any of t h i s  t y p e  of  
propaganda r e f e r r i n g  t o  Tu Cung o r  Co Luy? W e  have c e r t a i n  
tes t imony i n d i c a t i n g  a  confus ion  about t h e  names h e r e .  Does 
any of  t h i s  w i t h  r e s p e c t  t o  VC propaganda s t r i k e  a chord o r  
r e c o l l e c t i o n ?  

A.  No, s i r ,  I cannot  recal l  any p a r t i c u l a r  propagan-
d a  t h a t  I have been shown h e r e .  

Q Well,  h e r e  w e  have some o t h e r  p i e c e s ,  b u t  I mean 
t o  i n c o r p o r a t e  i n  t h a t  any th ing  of  a s i m i l a r  c h a r c t e r  o r  
w i t h  r e f e r e n c e  t o  k i l l i n g  of noncombatants o r  c i v i l i a n s  i n  
t h e  Tu Cung o r  Co Luy a r e a ?  

3 
A.  No, sir. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  any in format ion  o f  t h a t  a 
s o r t .  3-

Q. Well,  can you e x p l a i n  how Colonel  BLACKLEDGE, --u , 
coming over  t o  i n t e l l i g e n c e  sou rces  i n  Quang Ngai,  cou ld  L-G 
p i c k  up something t h a t  wouldn ' t  s i m i l a r l y  be  a v a i l a b l e  t o  
you, drawing a s  you w e r e  on t h e  very  same f a c i l i t i e s ?  

A. No, sir.  There is no reason  why it s h o u l d n ' t  
have come t o  my a t t e n t i o n  if it w a s  a v a i l a b l e ,  

Q. From whom could  Colonel  G U I N N  g e t  such m a t e r i a l  
i f  he  h a d n ' t  g o t t e n  it from you? 

A .  From t h e  prov ince  c h i e f ,  I would say.  He was 
a good sou rce .  

Q. Now w i t h  r e s p e c t  t o  t h e  Son Tinh D i s t r i c t  head-
q u a r t e r s ,  d i d  you v i s i t  t h e r e  from t i m e  t o  t ime? 

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  I d i d .  

Q. And did you t a l k  t o  L ieu tenan t  DAWKINS when you 
went t h e r e ?  

A .  Yes, s i r .  
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Q- Now L i e u t e n a n t  DAWKINS knew about  t h i s ,  and h e  
has  i n  t es t imony t o l d  us about h i s  conve r sa t ion  w i t h  Capta in  
RODRIGUEZ and Major GAVIN. Did h e  sugges t  any th ing  unusual  
t h a t  had gone on o u t  i n  t h a t  a r e a  t h a t  h e  mentioned t o  you 
i n  conve r sa t ions  wi th  him? We recogn ize  what you would have 
r ece ived  might have been very f ragmentary,  b u t  can you i n  
any way a s s o c i a t e  r e p o r t s  t h a t  you p icked  up a t  t h a t  t i m e  
w i t h  such a r e p o r t  as you have s e e n  today ,  t h e  ones  prepared  
by L i e u t e n a n t ,  now CaptAin TAN,  and s e n t  t o  Colonel  KHIEN? 

A. I d o n ' t  recall  any conve r sa t ion  o f  L ieu t enan t  
DAWKINS, no, s i r .  

* 

Q . O r  such conve r sa t ion  w i t h  Capta in  RODRIGUEZ? 

A. No, s ir .  I d o n ' t  know t h a t  I e v e r  w a s  i n  d i r e c t  
c o n v e r s a t i o n  w i t h  Capta in  RODRIGUEZ. 

Q Now, i f  Colonel  G U I N N  wanted t o  g e t  i n fo rma t ion  
about  t h a t  l e t t e r  when h e  r ece ived  it ,  it would seem t o  us 
you would b e  t h e  most n a t u r a l  person f o r  him t o  t u r n  t o .  
can you t h i n k  back t o  q u e s t i o n s  from him a t  t h i s  t i m e ,  what 
h e  w a s  t r y i n g  t o  f i n d  o u t ,  i n fo rma t ion  t h a t  h e  w a s  s eek ing  
h i s  e v e r  t u r n i n g  t o  you t o  g e t  i n f o r m a t i o n a l  r e p o r t s  t h a t  
had come i n  through your  network w i t h  r e s p e c t  t o  t h e  e a s t e r n  
end of Son Tinh D i s t r i c t ?  

A. No, sir.  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  any such r e q u e s t  from Colo-
n e l  GUINN o r  from any o t h e r  p a r t y .  

Q- So you would say  h e  never  bo the red  t o  t u r n  t o  you 
t o  g e t  any in fo rma t ion  i n  t h i s  r e s p e c t ?  

A.  With r ega rds  t o  any i n c i d e n t s  i n  t h e  Son My a r e a ,  
I cannot  r e c a l l  any r e q u e s t .  

Q W e l l ,  t h a t  i s  conf i rmatory  o f  a l a c k  o f  a c t i o n  on 
t h e  p a r t  o f  Colonel  G U I N N ,  you r e a l i z e  I want you t o  b e  very 
clear i n  your  mind t h a t  t h i s  was t h e  c a s e ,  t h a t  h e  never  
t u r n e d  t o  h i s  S 2  f o r  i n t e l l i g e n c e ,  never  sought  from you any 
in fo rma t ion ,  e i t h e r  conf i rmatory  o r  t h a t  which might r e f u t e  
what he had r e c e i v e d  through t h e s e  o t h e r  channe ls?  

A. S i r ,  I r e a l l y  d o n ' t  recal l  anyth ing  of  t h a t  n a t u r e .  
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Q W e l l ,  you have i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  you were a l s o  i n  
c l o s e  c o n t a c t  w i t h  Major EARLE, and I ' v e  r e a d  t o  you t h e  f a c t  
t h a t  Major EARLE was informed on t h i s .  Is t h e r e  anyth ing  i n  
what Major EARLE s a i d  t o  you that- -wi th  t h e  b e n e f i t  o f  t h e s e  
t h i n g s  t h a t  w e  have shown you and p u t  i n t o  a p e r s p e c t i v e  f o r  
you--would r e l a t e  i t s e l f  t o  such an even t?  

A. No, sir, I d o n ' t  r e c a l l .  

Q. Did you a t t e n d  t h e  b r i e f i n g  a t  t h e  2d ARVN Div is ion?  

A. No, s ir .  Only one o r  two d u r i n g  t h e  t i m e  I w a s  
t h e r e ,  because they  c o n f l i c t e d  w i t h  ou r  morning b r i e f i n g s .  

Q Well,  when Colonel  GUINN a t t e n d e d  them, would 
you a l s o  a t t e n d ?  

A. No, s i r ,  n o t  a s  a matter of  p o l i c y .  
L'3 

But I would assume t h a t  i f  he  were a t t e n d i n g  them ,._-.Q. L-.J 

it would o r d i n a r i l y  n o t  b e  i n  c o n f l i c t  w i t h  your  own b r i e f i n g s ?  3 

A. Y e s ,  s ir ,  That  would be  t r u e .  q-

- ,  
- ,.\i 

Q. Do you have any r e c o l l e c t i o n  of  go ing  w i t h  Colo-
n e l  G U I N N  t o  a b r i e f i n g  a t  2d ARVN Div is ion  a t  o r  about  t h i s  
t ime  i n  A p r i l  1968, and t h e r e  be inq  a d i s c u s s i o n  a t  t h a t  
t ime as t o  an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  t h a t  Colonel  K H I E N  had been re-
ques t ed  t o  conduct  by Colonel  TOAN, t h e  commanding g e n e r a l  
o f  t h e  2d ARVN Div i s ion?  

A. No, s ir ,  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l .  

Q Did you e v e r  h e a r  t h a t  General  TOAN had o rde red  
Colonel  KHIEN t o  conduct  an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  a s  t o  an e v e n t  i n  
t h e  e a s t e r n  s e c t i o n  of  Son Tinh D i s t r i c t ?  

A. No, sir.  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  I e v e r  hea rd  t h a t .  

10: W e  know, Captain  LANE, t h a t  some Na t iona l  P o l i c e  
were used i n  t h i s  o p e r a t i o n  between t h e  16 th  and t h e  20th .  
Was t h e  arrangement f o r  t h e  u s e  of t h e s e  Na t iona l  P o l i c e  
made through your  o f f i c e ?  
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A .  No, sir. They would o r d i n a r i l y  be made through 
M r .  RAMSDELL 's o f f  i c e .  

Q . I f  they  came from Task Force Barker,  they would 
gc d i r e c t l y  t o  him and no t  t o  you? 

MR MACCRATE: They came from Son Tinh D i s t r i c t ?  

I0 : W e l l ,  I know t h a t ,  b u t  i f  Task Force Barker wanted 
National  P o l i c e ,  they could g e t  them from e i t h e r  d i s t r i c t  
o r  province.  

Y e s ,  sir. 

Q I f  they d i d  come t o  province,  would they  come t o  
you o r  go d i r e c t  t o  t h e  Nat ional  P o l i c e  advisor?  

A. I t h i n k  they always went t o  t h e  Nat ional  Po l i ce  
advisor .  

Q. Were you f a m i l i a r  with any National  P o l i c e  being 
o u t  t h e r e  t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  day o r  per iod?  

A.  Only because I read such. i n  t h e  papers ,  s ir .  

3 a W e  hzve i n d i c a t i o n s  t h a t  2 Lieutenant DUC was 
o u t  t h e r e .  This  i s  t h e  reason why I was asking you about 
Lieutenant  DUC. He was an ARVN. I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h r e e  
Nat ional  Policemen t h a t  were t h e r e ,  t h e r e  was a l s o  repor ted  
t o  be an ARVN l i e u t e n a n t  by t h e  name of DUC along wi th  a 
noncommissioned o f f i c e r  and t h r e e  e n l i s t e d  personnel .  These 
people were picked up a t  Son Tinh D i s t r i c t  a f t e r  t h e  h e l i -
copter  had gone t o  province.  They were picked up a t  Son 
Tinh D i s t r i c t  and flown i n t o  t h e  o p e r a t i o n a l  a rea .  Does any 
of t h i s  b r i n g  anything back? 

A. No, sir. I t  r e a l l y  does no t .  

Q Did you know t h e  Lieutenant  DUC who was i n  t h e  
D I O C  a t  Son Tinh? 

A .  I knew he  came i n t o  con tac t  q u i t e  f r equen t ly  w i t h  
t h e  d i s t r i c t  S2 a t  Son Tinh. I do no t  r e c a l l  h i s  name. I 
know t h a t  h e  spoke very f l u e n t  English.  
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Q .  Was h e  a s h o r t ,  heavy-set  man? 

A. H e  w a s  s h o r t .  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  him be ing  heavy-set .  
I t h i n k  t h a t  maybe h e  w a s  a l i t t l e  more round-faced than  s o m e  
o f  them are, t h e  S2 h imse l f .  I do n o t  c l a s s i f y  him a s  heavy-
set .  

Q. W a s  h i s  name DUC? 

A .  I do n o t  r e c a l l .  

Q. I f  you were working f o r  a "Dai-Uy" DUC and t h i s  was 
a DUC, you probably would remember t h a t ,  wouldn ' t  you? 

A. I would t h i n k  s o .  

Q I t  seems t o  m e  t h e r e  might be  some confus ion  a 
t h e r e  about  DUC, n o t  n e c e s s a r i l y  on your p a r t ,  b u t  on t h e  (2.3 
p a r t  o f  o t h e r s .  There may be  some more D U C 1 s  around some- 3 

p l a c e .  This  i n d i v i d u a l  r e p u t e d  t o  be  a  very  f i n e  i n t e l l i -
gence o f f i c e r  p r e t t y  much r i n g s  w i th  your  d e s c r i p t i o n  o f  -- I  

"Dai-Uy" DUC,  a l though t h i s  i n d i v i d u a l  w a s  i n d i c a t e d  a t  t h a t  .-L' 
t ime  t o  have been a l i e u t e n a n t .  

A. T h i s  would n o t  have been "Dai-Uy" DUC. He was a 
c a p t a i n  when I a r r i v e d .  

Q From your  knowledge of t h e  h a b i t s  of  t h e  v i l l a g e r s ,  
and I ' m  n o t  r e f e r r i n g  t o  t h o s e  immediately a long  Highway 1, 
b u t  s e p a r a t e d  from Highway 1 by 6 ,  8 ,  o r  10 k i l o m e t e r s ,  
would it b e  a l o g i c a l  assumption t h a t  on a Sa turday  morning, 
a market day,  a l l  of  t h e  v i l l a g e r s  would have been o u t  o f  
t h e  v i l l a g e  by 0700 hours  i n  t h e  morning? 

A. I wouldn ' t  s a y  so .  N o ,  s i r .  I r e a l l y  d o n ' t  know 
t h e  answer. But I have never  had any reason  t o  b e l i e v e  t h e y  
a l l  l e a v e  t h e  v i l l a g e  a t  0700 i n  t h e  morning. 

Q. W e l l ,  b e f o r e  0700? 

A. Y e s .  
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Q. Did you eve r  h e a r  anyth ing  which you may have 
overheard i n  a conve r sa t ion  o r  may have been p a r t  of a d i s -
c u s s i o n ,  d i d  you e v e r  h e a r  anyth ing  o t h e r  t han  t h a t  which 
you have a l r e a d y  t o l d  u s ,  about which "Dai-Uy" DUC commented 
t o  you on t h a t  day,  which may have c r e a t e d  a s u s p i c i o n  i n  
your  mind t h a t  something unusual  may have happened o u t  i n  
t h e  Son My a r e a  about  t h e  middle o f  March? 

A. I cannot  recal l  any conve r sa t ion  ,, any i n c i d e n t s ,  
o r  any r e p o r t s  t o  t h a t  e f f e c t ,  s i r .  

MR MACCRATE: How d i d  prov ince  communicate w i t h  Son Tinh 
D i s t r i c t ?  If Colonel  G U I N N  had a r e q u e s t  t h a t  he  wanted t o  
make t o  t h e  d i s t r i c t  advisory  team, how would t h a t  b e  
handled o r d i n a r i l y ?  

A. I would say  probably through p e r s o n a l  c o n t a c t ,  
e i t h e r  when Colonel  G U I N N  w a s  a t  Son Tinh D i s t r i c t  o r  when 
Major GAVIN was a t  t h e  prov ince  headqua r t e r s .  W e  d i d  have 
r a d i o  communication. 

Q. Were memos w r i t t e n  back and f o r t h ,  o r  most o f t e n  
any d i r e c t i v e s  o r  r e q u e s t  communicated by word of  mouth? 

n 
t i e  TG ny f e e l i n g ,  t hey  werz u s u a l l y  Sy vord o f  mauth, 
sir.  

Q. You have no r e c o l l e c t i o n  .&out t h i s  t ime o f  cum-
municat ing t o  Capta in  RODRIGUEZ t h a t  h e  w a s  t o  g e t  a r e p o r t  
t o g e t h e r  for Colonel  G U I N N  on t h a t  le t ter?  

A. No, sir. 

Q Nothing o f  t h i s  s o r t  where you w e r e  t h e  i n t e r -
mediary i n  d e l i v e r i n g  such a message? 

A. No, s i r .  

I0 : I have one more document t h a t  I would l i k e  t o  c a l l  
your  a t t e n t i o n  t o .  This  i s  s o r t  of  an unusual  document. 
Were you f a m i l i a r  w i t h  Quang Ngai Nat iona l  L i b e r a t i o n  Front?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r ,  I have r ece ived  a r e p o r t  on t h e  Quang 
Ngai L i b e r a t i o n  F r o n t .  
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Q. Have you e v e r  s een  any of t h e i r  r e p o r t s  o r  n o t i c e d  
i t ?  

A. I ' m  s u r e  I have,  sir. 

Q. . I  am going t o  show you a n o t i c e  d a t e d  28 March 
1968. You w i l l  n o t i c e  t h a t  t h e  Vietnamese i s  a t t a c h e d  t o  it. 
I n  looking  a t  it you w i l l  n o t i c e  t h a t  it  t a k e s  somewhat of 
an unusual  fo rmat ,  and I ask you t o  scan t h a t  q u i c k l y  t o  s e e  
i f  you have e v e r  seen t h i s  document o r  any th ing  q u i t e  com-
p a r a b l e  t o  i t ?  

( E x h i b i t  M-33 was h a n d e d - t o  w i tnes s  f o r  review.)  

A. No, s i r .  I have n o t  s een  t h i s  r e p o r t .  

Q. You never  saw t h a t  n o t i c e ?  

A. No, s ir .  

COL ARMSTRONG: Capta in  LANE, d i d  you t a k e  R&R wh i l e  you 
were over  t h e r e ?  

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q. What was t h e  t i m e  frame t h a t  you w e r e  a b s e n t  from 
Quang Ngai? 

A. I was absen t  approximately  t h e  f i r s t  week o f  
Apr i l .  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  t h e  e x a c t  d a t e .  

Q *  A p r i l  1968? 

A. Y e s ,  sir. 


I0 : Where d i d  you go on R&R? 


A. Bangkok, sir. 


COL ARMSTRONG: Wny didn 't you answer FROSCH's l e t t e r ?  


A. I r e a l l y  never  had t i m e ,  s i r .  
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Q . You w e r e  gone t h e  f i r s t  week of  A p r i l  1968? 

A. Y e s ,  s i r ,  and I r e t u r n e d  on 6 Apr i l .  

MR MACCRATE: I would l i k e  t o  show Capta in  LANE a document 
t h a t  I s e n t  downs ta i r s  f o r .  

I0 : Would you r e p e a t  f o r  us a g a i n  t h e  c i rcumstances  
concerning your  d i s c u s s i o n  w i t h  "Dai-Uy" DUC when you provided 
him t h e  i n fo rma t ion  and h i s  response? 

A. S i r ,  as I r e c a l l  it, someone from t h e  s e c t o r  
o p e r a t i o n  c e n t e r  informed me t h a t  t hey  r ece ived  a r a d i o  
r e p o r t  from Son Tinh D i s t r i c t ,  who had r e c e i v e d  a r e p o r t  
from t h e  o p e r a t i n g  f o r c e s  of t h e  America1 ~ i v i s i o n ,t h a t  
t h e r e  w e r e  a l a r g e  number--I b e l i e v e  t h e  f i g u r e  was g iven  t o  
me a s  128. Tha t  sounds f a m i l i a r ,  Now I could n o t  r e a l l y  
say  whether  o r  n o t  t h a t  was r e a l l y  t h e  number t h a t  t h e  f o r c e  
o p e r a t i n g  i n  t h e  a r e a  had k i l l e d .  I t  w a s  a l a r g e  number of  
VC. A s  I r e c a l l ,  I immediately informed my c o u n t e r p a r t ,  "Dai-
Uy" DUC, who s a i d  something t o  t h e  e f f e c t ,  "Yes, I ' v e  r e c e i v e d  
t h e  r e p o r t ,  b u t  maybe n o t  a l l  VC, maybe a r t i l l e r y  and gun-
s h i p s .  " 

Q. Was t h e r e  anyth ing  e l s e  s a i d  o r  d i s c u s s e d  t h a t  
you can r e c a l l  now? 

A. No, s ir .  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  any f u r t h e r  d i s c u s s i o n .  

MR MACCRATE: A t  t h e  t ime you gave t h i s  in format ion  t o  "Dai-
Uy" DUC, was anyone e l s e  p r e s e n t  t h a t  you can r e c a l l ?  Do you 
remember where you had t h e  conve r sa t ion?  

A. I b e l i e v e ,  s i r ,  w e  had a d j o i n i n g  o f f i c e s .  I l e f t  
my o f f i c e  and walked i n t o  h i s .  We s t o o d  f a c e  t o  f a c e ,  and 
I t o l d  him. I b e l i e v e  t h e r e  may have been some o t h e r  V ie t -
namese around,  b u t  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  t h e r e  was anyone who under-
s tood  Eng l i sh  ve ry  w e l l .  

Q What impressed t h i s  occas ion  on your  mind? Ap-
p a r e n t l y  i t ' s  something t h a t  you c a r r i e d  away from t h e  room, 
j u s t  a l i t t l e  i n c i d e n t  l i k e  t h a t .  There must b e  something 
w i t h  which you a s s o c i a t e d .  L e t  m e  show you something 
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p o s s i b l y  h e l p f u l  i n  g e t t i n g  you t o  remember, a copy of  t h e  
l e t te r  t h a t  we o b t a i n e d  from Colonel  KHIEN on which h i s  no-
t a t i o n  appears  w i t h  r e s p e c t  t o  t h i s  in format ion  which you 
appa ren t ly  prov ided ,  handwr i t t en  n o t a t i o n  i n  t h e  upper 
l e f t -hand  co rne r .  

. ( T h e  w i t n e s s  reviews M-34.) 

Q. Do you have any r e c o l l e c t i o n  o f  t h e  i n fo rma t ion  
be ing  w r i t t e n  down a t  t h e  t ime? 

A. No, s i r .  I ' m  s u r e  t h a t  it w a s n ' t  w r i t t e n  down i n  
my presence.  I t  may have been a f t e r  I depa r t ed  t h e  o f f i c e .  

Q. Did you r e l a t e  it t o  Task Force  Barker  when you 
gave t h e  in format ion?  

A. I c a n ' t  r e c a l l ,  s i r ,  t h a t  it was Task Force  
Barker t h a t  had r e p o r t e d  t h i s  many VC c a s u a l t i e s .  

I0 : What was h i s  a t t i t u d e  a t  t h a t  t ime? When h e  . k 

made it, d i d  he seem t o  b e  angry about  t h e  t h i n g ?  

A. No, s i r ,  as a m a t t e r  of  f ac t - -

MR MACCRATE: ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Why do you t h i n k  you remember i t ?  

A. W e l l ,  I t h i n k  probably I was s u r p r i s e d  t h a t  t h e r e  
were t h a t  many VC k i l l e d  i n  t h e  g e n e r a l  a r e a .  I f  t h e r e  were 
t h a t  many, t hey  were probably e lements  of t h e  48th Loca l  
Force  B a t t a l i o n  which had s u f f e r e d  q u i t e  heavy c a s u a l t i e s  a l -
ready.  I probably would have never  thought  about  it aga in  
excep t  f o r  t h i s  i n c i d e n t .  L n a t u r a l l y  t r i e d  t o  p i e c e  t o -  
g e t h e r  t h e  p a r t i c u l a r  o p e r a t i o n  i n  my mind. Th i s  i s  t h e  on ly  
one I can r e c a l l .  

a .  What d i d  h e  s ay  about  a r t i l l e r y  and gunships?  

A. It w a s  i n  the Enq l - i sh  h e  spoke. What he  said was 
something t o  t h e  e f f e c t ,  "Maybe n o t  a l l  VC b u t  a r t i l l e r y  
gunsh ips , "  which i s  h i s  way of exp res s ing  maybe some c i v i l -
i a n s  had been k i l l e d  by t h e  gunships  and t h e  a r t i l l e r y .  H e  
d i d  n o t  quo te  a f i g u r e .  
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Q . Any i n d i c a t i o n  of a s o u r c e  of  t h i s  in format ion?  

A.  No, sir.  I would assume t h a t  it would have come 
through t h e  same p a r a i i e l  channels  as mine, fro^ h i s  d i s -  
t r i c t  people ,  a l though i f  t h e r e  w e r e  Na t iona l  P o l i c e ,  it 
could  have come through them. 

Q. You d o n ' t  i n  any way r e l a t e  t h i s  t o  any v i s i t  
you had w i t h  Colonel  GUINN o r  what was going on i n  t h e  head- 
q u a r t e r s  a t  t h a t  t ime? 

A. No, sir.  I don 't. I f  t h e r e  were e v e r  any remark ' 

addressed  t o  me concern ing  t h i s ,  it was very in formal .  I 
cannot remember any p a r t i c u l a r  occas ion  where I was ques t ioned  
about my knowledge of  any i n c i d e n t  i n  t h e  Son My a r e a .  

10: W e l l ,  we thank  you f o r  coming i n ,  Capta in  LANE. 
I know it h a s  been a long  t r i p .  You have prov ided  us some 
informat ion  t h i s  morning. I would l i k e  t o  say  t o  you t h a t  
w e  a r e  t r y i n g  t o  p u t  t o g e t h e r  a s  many d e t a i l s  of  t h i s  s t o r y  
a s  w e  p o s s i b l y  can.  A s  you can s e e ,  w e  a l r e a d y  know a g r e a t  
d e a l  of  what has  t r a n s p i r e d .  You can a l s o  s e e  w e  have a 
g r e a t  d e a l  o f  documentation.  W e  a r e  t r y i n g  t o  d~ every- 
t h i n g  w e  can t o  p u t  t o g e t h e r  a s  complete a s t o r y  a s  w e  can.  
W e  would l i k e  t o  have your  a s s i s t a n c e ,  and based  p a r t i c u l a r l y  
on this l i n e  cf q u e s t i o n i n g ,  if any of  t h e s e  t h i n g s  come t o  
mind, we would ve ry  much a p p r e c i a t e  you g e t t i n g  i n  touch 
w i t h  us s o  t h a t  w e  w i l l  b e  a b l e  t o  t a k e  advantage o f  t h a t  
i n fo rma t ion .  It probably won' t  be  neces sa ry  f o r  you t o  re-
t u r n  h e r e  because  w e  have o t h e r  means of  o b t a i n i n g  t h e  i n -  
fo rmat ion ,  S i m i l a r l y ,  if you have any documents of any k i n d  
i n  t e r m s  of memoranda o r  l e t te rs ,  a e r i a l  photos  o r  maps, o r  
o t h e r  t h i n g s  which may have been p e r t i n e n t  t o  t h e  purpose of  
t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  w e  w i l l  a p p r e c i a t e  knowing about t h o s e  
and having them made a v a i l a b l e  t o  us .  I ' l l  g i v e  you t h e  
o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  ask  any q u e s t i o n s  which you may l i k e  t o  ask  
o r  t o  e n t e r  a s t a t emen t  i n t o  t h e  r e c o r d  i f  you would s o  de- 
sire,  

A. S i r ,  I c a n ' t  t h i n k  of any th ing  t o  ask  o r  say .  
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Q. I would l i k e  t o  aga in  c a u t i o n  you on t h i s  m a t t e r  
of d i s c u s s i n g  your  t es t imony h e r e  w i th  o t h e r s .  You have 
been d i r e c t e d  t h a t  you w i l l  n o t  d i s c u s s  your  t e s t imony ,  and 
i n  t h a t  s e n s e  w r i t i n g  le t ters  i s  inc luded .  I cannot  t e l l  
you no t  t o  w r i t e  t o  FROSCH, b u t  I d o n ' t  want you t o  i n c l u d e  
any of your  t es t imony o r  o t h e r  t h i n g s  i n  your  l e t t e r  t o  
L ieu tenan t  FROSCH--Mr. FROSCH. 

(The h e a r i n g  r eces sed  a t  1250 hour s ,  20 February 
1970 .) 
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E x h i b i t  M-30, a s t a t e m e n t  s i g n e d  by C a p t a i n  
Angel M. RODRIGUEZ, d a t e d  1 4  A p r i l  1968,  was e n t e r e d  i n t o  
t h e  r e c o r d .  MAY had  n e v e r  s e e n  E x h i b i t  M-30. I f  i t  i n  f a c t  
had  been s e e n  by members o f  h i s  s t a f f ,  he  would have  
e x p e c t e d  t h i s  c a l l e d  t o  h i s  a t t e n t i o n  (pg.  2 2 ) .  I f  K H I E N  
had r e c e i v e d  t h i s  s t a t e m e n t ,  MAY would have  e x p e c t e d  him t o  
ment ion  t h e  a l l e g a t i o n s  ( p g s .  22 ,  23) . MAY had  n o t  s e e n  o r  
h e a r d  o f  E x h i b i t s  M-32 and M - 3 3 .  

b .  R e p o r t s .  

MAY had n e v e r  s e e n  E x h i b i t  R - 1  o r  a t t a c h m e n t s  
t h e r e t o  u n t i l  c a l l e d  b e f o r e  t h e  subcommittee o f  t h e  House 
Armed S e r v i c e s  (pg. 2 5 ) .  I f  t h e  a t t a c h m e n t s  were i n  f a c t  
d i s t r i b u t e d  t o  Quang Nga i ,  i t  amazes MAY t h a t  it d i d  n o t  
come t o  h i s  a t t e n t i o n  (pg .  2 6 ) .  MAY had n e v e r  s e e n  
E x h i b i t  M-31, a Census Gr ievance  R e p o r t ,  d a t e d  2 8  March 
(pg .  23)  

c. I n q u i r i e s .  

K H I E N  n e v e r  d i s c u s s e d  t h e  My L a i  i n c i d e n t  w i t h  MAY. 
To MAY'S knowledge,  KHIEN n e v e r  d i s c u s s e d  it w i t h  G U I N N  o r  
any o t h e r  members o f  h i s  team. MAY d i d  n o t  t h i n k  t h a t  t h e  
S2 o r  S3 o f  Quang Ngai S e c t o r  ever d i s c u s s e d  t h e  c o n t e n t s  
o f  E x h i b i t  M-28 w i t h  h i s  s t a f f  a d v i s o r s  (pg .  i7). MAY knows 
o f  no o p e r a t i o n s  t h a t  t o o k  p l a c e  t o  a s c e r t a i n  what  happened 
i n  My L a i  ( 4 )  (pg.  2 9 ) .  

N e i t h e r  G e n e r a l  YOUNG n o r  Genera l  KOSTER e v e r  t a l k e d  
w i t h  MAY a b o u t  a n y t h i n g  happen ing  i n  My L a i  ( 4 )  ( p g s .  27,  28) . 
MAY was n o t  aware t h a t  t h e r e  was an  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  b e i n g  
conduc ted  by the U.S. and ARVN. YOUNG n e v e r  ment ioned 
t h a t  an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  was under  way (pgs .  27,  28)  . 

d .  M i s c e l l a n e o u s .  

MAY found it i n c r e d i b l e  t h a t  something s e r i o u s  c o u l d  
have  o c c u r r e d  i n  My L a i  ( 4 )  w i t h o u t  h i s  knowledge o r  
knowledge o f  t h e  members o f  h i s  team. Even when h e  h e a r d  
press a c c o u n t s  h e  felt t h a t  t h j . s  wa-s T7C gropa.ganda !pq. 4 7 )  . 
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4 .  M A Y ' s  RAPPORT W I T H  RELEVANT PERSONALITIES. 

a .  MAY knew HENDERSON only s l i g h t l y .  He knew YOUNG 
very w e l l  and KOSTER t o  a l e s s e r  e x t e n t  t han  YOUNG.  H i s  
r e l a t i o n s  w i th  YOUNG and KOSTER were good (pg. 2 6 ) .  

b. T h e  w i tnes s  had p l e a s a n t  b u t  i n f r e q u e n t  meetings 
wi th  Colonel  TOAN (pg.  3 5 ) .  He had poor l i a i s o n  wi th  t h e  
U.S. a d v i s o r s  t o  t h e  2d ARVN Div i s ion  a t  t h e  t ime of t h e  
My La i  i n c i d e n t  (pgs .  4 2 ,  43) . 

c. He thought  h i g h l y  of  L ieu t enan t  Colonel  G A V I N ' s  
m i l i t a r y  a b i l i t i e s  (pg.  3 6 ) .  H e  cons idered  Captain  
RODRIGUEZ a s  having a b e t t e r  f e e l  f o r  c i v i l  a f f a i r s  
t han  GAVIN (pg. 36) . 
5. M A Y ' s  INVESTIGATXON. 

a .  People  wi th  i n fo rma t ion .  

S ince  learrziggof a p o s s i b l e  massacre i n  Son My, 
MAY had.made many i n q u i r i e s  of people  who worked on h i s  
team of  t h e i r  p o s s i b l e  knowledge of any unusual  occur rence  
i n  t h a t  hamlet  (pgs .  37, 3 8 ) .  Th i s  i nc luded  i n q u i r i e s  made 
on a r e c e n t  t r i p  t o  t h e  Republic o f  South Vietnam (pg.  1 1 1 . .  

Of t h e  many people  L U Y  q u e r i e d ,  he r e c a l l e d  t h a t  
M r .  Ed DILLORY w a s  t h e  on ly  one wi th  p o s i t i v e  r e c o l l e c t i o n  
of an i n d i c a t o r  t h a t  t h e r e  was .an a t r o c i t y  (pgs .  8 ,  38) . 
MAY b e l i e v e d  t h a t  it was DILLORY who had subsequent ly  
t o l d  him t h a t  a r e p o r t  from Son Tinh d i s t r i c t  team was 
d i scove red .  DILLORY d i d  n o t  i n d i c a t e  where it had been' 
found. It was a l s o  p o s s i b l e  t h a t  MAY e l i c i t e d  t h i s  i n fo rma t ion  
from a  C I D  agen t  (pgs .  8 ,  38,  39) . 

Major WILLOUGHBY t o l d  MAY t h a t  he had hea rd  some 
rumors among t h e  t roops  r ega rd ing  an i n c i d e n t  (pg.  4 0 )  . 
M r .  Bob THOMPSON o r  M r .  A 1  ROBINSON might  have heard  some-
t h i n g  r e l e v a n t  (pg.  4 0 ) .  

b .  F r e e - f i r e  zones.  

The w i t n e s s '  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  d i s c l o s e d  t h a t  i n  g e n e r a l  
Binh Son was a f r e e - f i r e  zone excep t  t h a t  t h e  D i s t r i c t  C h i e f ' s  
permiss ion  was needed f o r  a f i r e  miss ion  c l o s e r  t han  150 
meters from hamlet  boundr ies  (pg .  4 5 ) .  MAY unders tood t h a t  
a f o r t i f i e d  VC base  a r e a  could be prepped by a r t i l l e r y  and 
a i r  s t r i k e s  p r i o r  t o  a combat a s s a u l t  (pg.  4 6 )  . 
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c .  Extenua t inq  f a c t o r .  

I t  would n o t  have been w i t h i n  MAY'S c a p a b i l i t y  t o  
conduct  an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  i n  t h e  Son My a r e a  because it i s  
i n  a VC c o n t r o l l e d  a r e a  (pg .  5 0 ) .  

6.  OTHER INFORMATION. 

a .  MAY remained a s  t h e  CORDS s e n i o r  a d v i s o r  u n t i l  
2 0  May 1968. However, he s p e n t  a g r e a t  d e a l  o f  h i s  t i m e  
subsequent  t o  1 6  March i n  Saigon and Danang (pg.  4 ) .  
During March and A p r i l ,  he was o u t s i d e  t h e  a r e a  f o r  2 0  days 
i n c l u d i n g  1 2  A p r i l ,  14-18 A p r i l ,  and 26-27  A p r i l  (pgs .  3 0 ) .  

b .  M r .  SITTIG was a c i v i l i a n  on t h e  Son Tinh District Q 
team. r-CJ 

43 

c .  KOSTER f r e q u e n t l y  complained t h a t  America1 f o r c e s  
had been t a k i n g  numerous c a s u a l t i e s  from mines and boobytraps  r j  

i n  t h e  Batangan Pen insu la  (pg.  46) . 7; 

d .  When KOSTER and YOUNG met w i t h  MAY, t hey  showed 
g r e a t  i n t e r e s t  i n  reduc ing  c i v i l i a n  c a s u a l t i e s .  These 
d i s c u s s i o n s  took p l a c e  b e f o r e  and a f t e r  16 March 1968 
(pg.  5 5 )  

e .  M r . M A Y  advised  General  PEERS on t h e  t o t a l i t y  of 
t h e  c i rcumstances  a t  t h e  t ime o f  t h e  My La i  o p e r a t i o n  
(pg.  4 8 ) .  

f .  The requi rements  f o r  h i s  team keeping him informed 
were g e n e r a l .  Something of import  r e q u i r i n g  a p o l i c y  d e c i s i o n  
o r  major a c t i o n  n e c e s s i t a t e d  an immediate r e p o r t  (pg .  1 4 ) .  
Other  m a t t e r s  would normally be  brought  t o  h i s  a t t e n t i o n  
a t  monthly r e p o r t i n g  p e r i o d s  (pg.  1 4 ) .  O r d i n a r i l y ,  VC 
propaganda r e p o r t s  would n o t  be d i scussed  a t  t h e i r  d a i l y  
s t a f f  meetings (pgs .  1 4 ,  15Y. 
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E X H I B I T  
NUMBER DESCRIPTION NOTES PAGES' 

Org C h a r t ,  Quang Ngai I n t r o d u c e d  ana 
M-25 S e c t o r  accuracy a t t e s t e d  a! 

by w l t n e s s .  
i 	 I 

Org Char t ,  Quang Ngal 	 l n t r o a u c e a  ana 
Province 	 accuracy a t t e s t e d  

t o  by w l t n e s s .  
8 

! 
Org c h a r ? - 1n1-0 L1le 

M-27 Ngai r e c o r d .  9 
TAN'S l e t t e r  t o  K H I E N ,  

cn 
Had never  
s een .  

I 
1 1 6 ,  1 7  

TAN'S  l e t t e r  t o  K H I E N  
II ~ p r i l  ( t r a n s )  (Son 
Tinh D i s t r i c t )  

S ta tement  by 
RODRIGUEZ 
Census Grievance Report ,  
1 8  March 
T O A N ' s  d i r e c t i v e  t o  
i n v e s t i g a t e  
T r a n s c r i p t  of  VC 
prop.aganda t a p e  

Had never  s e e n .  

Had never  seen .  

Had never  s een .  

Had n o t  heard .  

Had never  seen .  

119 . 

21, 22 

23 

2 4 :  2 5  

HENDERSON ' s r e p o r t  Had n o t  s e e n .  

MAP-6 Hamlet map, Son My t h e  r e c o r d .  
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SUMMARY O F  RECALL TESTIMONY 

WITNESS: MAY, James A. 

DATE OF TESTIMONY: 1 7  Febriiary 1970 

PLACE OF TESTIMONY: Pentagon 

WITNESS SUSPECTED OF: N/A 

COUNSEL: None 

DUTY ASSIGNMENT ON 1 6  YARCH 1968: P r o v i n c i a l  S e n i o r  
Advisor of t h e  CORDS Advisory Team t o  t h e  Governor of  
Quang Ngai Province .  

1. MAY ' s ABSENCES D U R I N G  1hrARCH-APRIL 1 9 6 8. 

M E .  MAY was a b s e n t  from Quang Ngai o f t e n  du r ing  
March and A p r i l  1968 (pg.  5 8 ) .  The w i t n e s s  o f f e r e d  a 
document marked as E x h i b i t  M-127 which l i s t e d  h i s  absences  
d u r i n g  t h i s  t ime  pe r iod .  Upon h i s  r e t u r n ,  MAY was b r i e f e d  
promptly by L i e u t e n a n t  Colonel  G U I N N .  I n  a d d i t i o n ,  
M r .  DILLERY o r  L i e u t e n a n t  Colonel  BAUER would normally 
b r i e f  him. Many o f  h i s  t r i p s  were n e c e s s i t a t e d  by t h e  
combined campaign p l a n  (pg.  7 5 )  . 
2 .  KNOWLEDGE O F  LETTERS AND INQUIRIES. 

a .  L e t t e r s .  

(1) The w i t n e s s  r e c a l l e d  no conve r sa t ion  concerning 
L ieu tenan t  TAN'S 11 A p r i l  l e t t e r  t o  L ieu tenan t  Colonel  
K H I E N .  However, t h e  VC a l l e g a t i o n  o f  an a t r o c i t y  i n  Son My 
may have been d i s c u s s e d  i n  a g e n e r a l  manner (pgs .  65 ,66 ,68 ) .  
H e  was q u i t e  sure t h a t  C U I N N  never  showed h i m  any th ing  formal  
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coming from a d i s t r i c t  c h i e f  (pg.  665 . I f  any th ing  of 
g r e a t  magnitude had been d i s c u s s e d  r e g a r d i n g  Son My, t h e  
w i t n e s s  b e l i e v e d  he  would remember i t  (pg. 6 8 ) .  H e  s t a t e d  
t h a t  Colonel  TOAN never  b rought  E x h i b i t  M-29 t o  h i s  
a t t e n t i o n  (pg.  6 8 ) .  

( 2 )  I f  G U I N N  o rde red  Capta in  RODRIGUEZ t o  make 
an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  a f t e r  l e a r n i n g  o f  E x h i b i t  M-29, i n  MAY'S 
absence,  he  would n o t  n e c e s s a r i l y  t h i n k  t h a t  G U I N N  was 
compelled t o  b r i n g  t h e  m a t t e r  t o  h i s  a t t e n t i o n  because 
a c t i o n  was t aken  on t h e  m a t t e r  and M A Y ' S  d e p a r t u r e  w a s  
imminent (pg.  7 2 ) .  H e  agreed  though t h a t  t h e  m a t t e r  should  
have been brought  t o  h i s  a t t e n t i o n  (pg. 7 3 ) .  H e  
empha t i ca l ly  den ied  t h a t  a r e p o r t  af t h e  i n c i d e n t  came 
t o  h i s  a t t e n t i o n  (pgs. 71, 73) . 

b . I n q u i r i e s .  

(1) Although he d i d  n o t  recal l  i t ,  t h e  w i t n e s s  
admi t ted  t h a t  i k  was p o s s i b l e  t h a t  KHIEN cou ld  have 
d i scussed  h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  wi th  MAY, However, he never  
gave MAY any documentation (pg. 65). He den ied  eve r  
a t t e n d i n g  a meeting wi th  Colonel  HENDERSON, Major MCKNIGHT 
and KHIEN r e g a r d i n g  t h e  a l l e g a t i o n s .  

( 2 )  He d i s p u t e d  a s  complete ly  i n a c c u r a t e  
Se rgean t  ANGLE'S tes t imony t h a t  Major G A V I N ,  RODRIGUEZ, 
G U I N N ,  and h e  met and d i s c u s s e d  an i n c i d e n t  i n  Son My 
(pg. 6 6 ) .  I t  i s  p robab le  t h a t  MAY and GAVIN met du r ing  

A p r i l  and May 1968 and d i s c u s s e d  HES and sa fe -haven  hamlet  
t o p i c s ,  b u t  he  never  had any extended c o n v e r s a t i o n s  w i t h  
GAVIN on any o t h e r  s u b j e c t  (pg. 6 7) . 

( 3 )  The w i t n e s s  r e c a l l e d  a p r o t o c o l  v i s i t  t o  Chu 
La i  about  5 March 1968 (pg.  6 8 ) .  He p o s s i b l y  v i s i t e d  
Major Genera l  KOSTER once o r  t w i c e  t o  d i s c u s s  concep t s ,  
p r i o r i t i e s  and t o  s o l i c i t  KOSTER's h e l p  i n  convinc ing  TOAN 
on t h e  f o r t i f i e d  v i l l a g e  concept .  H e  was probably n o t  
accompanied by G U I N N  (pg.  5 9 )  . H e  was n o t  prj.vy t o  KOSTER'S 
meeting w i t h  TOAN t o  d i s c u s s  t h e  s u b j e c t  (pg.  1 4 ) .  

( 4 )  He den ied  d i s c u s s i n g  t h i s  o r  any o t h e r  r e l a t e d  
i n c i d e n t  w i t h  L ieu tenan t  Colonel  ANISTRANSKI (pg. 6 9 ) .  
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3 .  RECENT DISCUSSION WITH LIEUTENANT FR0SC.B. 

MAY r e c e n t l y  d i scus sed  t h e  s u b j e c t  m a t t e r  w i t h  
L ieu tenan t  FROSCH, an  a s s i s t a n t  S2 a d v i s o r  t o  t h e  CORDS 
advisory  team a t  Quang Ngai (pg. 6 9 ) .  S ince  FROSCH had 
r e fused  t o  t e s t i f y  b e f o r e  t h e  Pee r s  I n q u i r y ,  MAY r e l a t e d  
t h a t  FROSCH t o l d  him t h a t  he and h i s  s u p e r i o r  had noticed-
t h e  1 6  March 1968 o p e r a t i o n  and had q u e r i e d  t h e  America1 
~ i v i s i o non t h e  number of  VC c a s u a l t i e s  because on ly  t h r e e  
weapons were  r e p o r t e d  cap tu red  and t h e  enemy u n i t  engaged 
w a s  u n i d e n t i f i e d .  Sometime l a t e r  Arnerical 's  i n i t i a l  r e p o r t  
o f  9 9  enemy k i l l e d  was jumped t o  107 then  t o  1 0 9  (pgs.  70,  . 
7 MAY p o i n t e d  o u t  t h a t  it i s  n o t  t h e  b u s i n e s s  o f  t h e  
CORDS r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  o r  team t o  i n v e s t i g a t e  an independent  
cha in  of  command. H i s  team had adopted a  p r a c t i c e  o f  n o t  
q u e s t i o n i n g  suspec t ed  i n f l a t e d  body coun t s .  I n  g e n e r a l ,  
t hey  minded t h e i r  own b u s i n e s s  when it came t o w t h a t  s o r t  
of t h i n g "  (pgs.  71, 79) . 
4. OTHER INFORMATION. 

a. MAY s t a t e d  t h a t  h is  team was i n h e r e n t l y  i n e f f i c i e n t  
d e s p i t e  h i s  p l e a s  f o r  a l a r g e r  s t a f f  ( ~ 9 s .  72 , 73) . 

b. H e  r e i t e r a t e d  t h a t  he w a s  , n o t  asked no r  d i d  he 
have t h e  c a p a b i l i t y  t o  i n v e s t i g a t e  t h e  i n c i d e n t  (pg. 78) . 

c. The w i t n e s s  evidenced a r e p o r t  d r a f t e d  by G U I N N  
summarizing t h e  problems encountered i n  March and A p r i l  of  
1 9 6 8 .  I t  d i d  n o t  r e f e r  t o  any i n c i d e n t  i n  t h e  Son My 
a r e a  Ipg. 83 ) .  
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(The h e a r i n g  reconvened a t  1415 h o u r s ,  1 2  January 
1970.) 


10: The hea r ing  w i l l  come t o  o r d e r .  

RCDR : The fo l lowixg  persons  are p r e s e n t :  LTG PEERS, 
MR MACCRATE, LTC ROGERS , and MAJ LYNN. 

S i r ,  t h e  n e x t  w i t n e s s  i s  M r .  James MAY. 

CMR MAY was c a l l e d  a s  a w i t n e s s ,  was sworn, and 
t e s t i f i e d  as  fo l lows  :) 

RCDR : S i r ,  f o r  t h e  r e c o r d ,  w i l l  you s t a t e  your f u l l  name, 
occupa t ion ,  and r e s i d e n c e .  

A .  James MAY, Foreign S e r v i c e  O f f i c e r ,  Department 
of S t a t e ,  4722 North 2 1 s t  S t r e e t ,  A r l i n g t o n ,  V i r g i n i a .  . 

RCDR : Thank you, s i r .  

I0 : M r .  MAY, b e f o r e  we proceed w i t h  any q u e s t i o n s ,  
I s h a l l  inform you o f  s e v e r a l  m a t t e r s .  

This  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  was d i r e c t e d  j o i n t l y  by t h e  
S e c r e t a r y  of t h e  United S t a t e s  Army and t h e  Chief of S t a f f ,  
United S t a t e s  Army f o r  t h e  purpose of de te rmin ing  t h e  f a c t s  
aad zakii-~g f i n d i n g s  and recemmzndations cencera ing  Y i o  x a t -
ters : 

(1)  t h e  adequacy of p r i o r  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  and t h e  
i n q u i r i e s  i n t o ,  and t h e  subsequent  reviews and r e p o r t s  w i t h i n  
t h e  cha in  of command, of  what i s  now commonly r e f e r r e d  t o  a s  
t h e  My L a i  i n c i d e n t  of $6 March 1 9 6 8 ,  and 

(21 t h e  p o s s i b l e  suppres s ion  o r  wi thhold ing  o f  
i n fo rma t ion  by any person  who had a duty t o  r e p o r t  and t o  
f u r n i s h  in fo rma t ion  concerning t h i s  i n c i d e n t .  

This  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  i s  n o t  be ing  conducted t o  i n -  
v e s t i g a t e  a l l  of  t h e  f a c t s  and c i rcumstances  o r  what happened 
a t  My La i .  I t  i s  d i r e c t e d  a t  t h o s e  two s p e c i f i c  purposes 
which I have j u s t  s t a t e d .  Do you have any q u e s t i o n  on t h o s e  
two purposes?  

A .  N O ,  s i r ,  I unders tand .  
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Q I have had made a v a i l a b l e  t o  m e  and have reviewed 
p r i o r  o f f i c i a l  s t a t emen t s  ob ta ined  i n  o t h e r  o f f i c i a l ,  s t a t e -
ments of t h e  My L a i  i n c i d e n t . '  To t h e  b e s t  of my knowledge, I 
have no t  s een  any tes t imony which has  been g iven  by you i n  
any o t h e r  p o r t i o n  of t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  

A .  I have n o t  g iven  any t es t imohy on t h i s  s u b j e c t  
o f f i c i a l l y  o t h e r  t han  I was in t e rv i ewed  a few days ago by 
a subcommittee of t h e  House Armed S e r v i c e s  Committee. 

Q Your tes t imony today w i l l  be t aken  under o a t h .  
A verba t im t r a n s c r i p t  w i l l  be p repared .  A t a p e  rec 'ording i s  
be ing  made i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  the verba t im n o t e s  which are b e i n g  
taken  by t h e  r e p o r t e r .  

Although t h e  gene ra l  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  of t h e  re-
p o r t  w i l l  be  c o n f i d e n t i a l ,  it i s  p o s s i b l e  t h a t  t es t imony,  o r  
a t  l e a s t  p a r t s  of i t ,  may a t  a l a t e r  d a t e  become a m a t t e r  
of p u b l i c  knowledge. 

Aside from myse l f ,  h e r e  a t  t h e  t a b l e  are M r .  
MACCRATE on my l e f t ,  who i s  a c i v i l i a n  a t t o r n e y  who has 
vo lun tee red  h i s  s e r v i c e s  t o  t h e  S e c r e t a r y  of t h e  Army t o  
assist m e  and t o  p rov ide  l e g a l  counse l  t o  me i n  t h e  conduct  
of t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  H e  may add res s  q u e s t i o n s  t o  you.  
Also,  on my r i g h t ,  i s  L ieu tenan t  Colonel  ROGERS, who has 
been des igna t ed  by t h e  Chief of S t a f f  a s  an a s s i s t a n t  t o  
me i n  t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  and he  may l i k e w i s e  have some 
q u e s t i o n s  t o  address  t o  you. However, I have t h e  respon-
s i b i l i t y  of weighing t h e  evidence and making t h e  f i n a l  
f i n d i n g s  and recommendations. 

I would r e q u e s t  t h a t  you n o t  d i s c u s s  your  tes-
timony i n  t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  wi th  o t h e r s ,  i n c l u d i n g  o t h e r  
w i t n e s s e s  f o r  t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  e x c e p t  a s  you may be 
r e q u i r e d  t o  do s o  b e f o r e  a  competent j u d i c i a l  , l e g i s l a t i v e ,  
o r  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  body. I n  a d J i t i o n ,  you a r e  cau t ioned  t h a t  
i f  you a r e  s u b j e c t  t o  t h e  o r d e r  i s s u e d  by t h e  m i l i t a r y  judge 
i n  t h e  g e n e r a l  c o u r t - m a r t i a l  ca se  of t h e  Uni ted S t a t e s  v. 
CaLley, your appearance h e r e  would i n  no way change Lhe 
a p p l i c a b i l i t y  and t h e  e f f e c t  of t h a t  o r d e r .  I do no t  t h i n k ,  
however, t h a t  you have been c i t e d  i n  t h i s  m a t t e r  t o  t h e  best 
of my knowledge. 
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A .  So f a r  a s  I know, I have n o t .  With r e f e r e n c e  
t o  t h a t ,  g e n e r a l ,  I ' d  l i k e  a c l a r i f i c a t i o n .  A t  t h e  Vietnam 
t r a i n i n g  c e n t e r  where we t each  CORDS o f f i c e r s  going t o  Vie t -
nam, t h e  My L a i  a f f a i r  ha s  been d i scussed  among t h e  s t u d e n t s  
who have read  a number of a r t i c l e s  on t h e  t h i n g .  And I ' v e  
been r e q u e s t e d ,  I have t a l k e d  t o  some a l r e a d y ,  and I ' v e  been 
r eques t ed  t o  a g a i n ,  n o t  s o  much wi th  r e f e r e n c e  t o  t h a t  i n -
c i d e n t  p e r  se,  b u t  a s  an example of  t ypes  of problems which 
t h e y ,  a s  a d v i s o r s ,  a r e  l i k e l y  t o  encoun te r  ou t  t h e r e .  And 
how they  manage themselves  i n  t h e i r  o p e r a t i o n  s o  t h a t  
t hey  avoid  problems of t h i s  t y p e .  

I would c e r t a i n l y  p r e s e r v e  t h e  s e c r e c y  of t h i s  
d i s c u s s i o n  h e r e ,  b u t  I would l i k e  t o  f e e l  f r e e  t o  d i s c u s s  it 
i n  g e n e r a l  terms w i t h  ou r  s t u d e n t s ,  as p a r t  of t h e i r  pre-
p a r a t i o n  f o r  going o u t  t o  s e r v e  w i t h  CORDS i n  Vietnam. 

Q W e l l ,  I would be  a l i t t l e  h e s i t a n t  about  s ay inq  
t o  d i s c u s s  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  i n c i d e n t  a t  t h i s  s t a g e  of t h e  
game. I s e e  where it would be b e n e f i c i a l  t o  have an i l l u s -
t r a t i o n ,  b u t  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  t h a t  we have t o  t i e  it down t o  
My Lai  i n  o r d e r  t o  t o  have an i l l u s t r a t i o n .  

A. W e l l ,  I ' l l  be  happy t o  use  o t h e r  s i t u a t i o n s  a s  
i l l u s t r a t i o n s .  I t h i n k  t h e i r  q u e s t i o n s  w i l l  come probably 
more w i t h  r e f e r e n c e  t o  t h i n g s  t hey  observed o r  wondered 
about  w i t h  r e f e r e n c e  t o  My Lai  , b u t  I would t u r n  it t o  
o t h e r  s i t u a t i o n s  i n  Vietnam. 

Q - The q u e s t i o n  would immediately come a s  t o  what 
you know about  My Lai  and what you would t e l l  them, which 
may, t o  a deg ree ,  i f  it e v e r  became a m a t t e r  of p u b l i c  know-
l e d g e ,  i n v a l i d a t e  some of t h i s  h e a r i n g  and could  l i k e w i s e  
a f f e c t  t h e  c r i m i n a l  t r i a l s  a r i s i n g  from t h e  charges  which 
have been f i l e d  a g a i n s t  c e r t a i n  i n d i v i d u a l s .  And I c e r t a i n l y  
would n o t  want t o  have e i t h e r  one of t h o s e  t a k e  p l a c e .  

A.  I w i l l  r e f r a i n  from comment on t h e  s p e c i f i c  
s i t u a t i o n  i n  My La i .  

Q I t h i n k  that  would be  b e n e f i c i a l .  Do you have 
any a d d i t i o n a l  q u e s t i o n s  t h a t  you 'd  l i k e  t o  have c l a r i f i e d  
a t  t h i s  t ime?  

A.  No. I assume any d e c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  t h a t  t a k e s  p l a c e ,  
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n a t u r a l l y ,  w i l l  have r ega rd  t o  t h e  g e n e r a l  i n t e r e s t  of  
t h e  goverment, because ,  I presume, I may make some remarks 
about i n d i v i d u a l s  o r  an i n d i v i d u a l  p o s s i b l y  which would n o t  
be  t o  our  i n t e r e s t  t o  have p u b l i c i z e d  a t  t h i s  t ime w h i l e  
t h e y ' r e  s t i l l  s e r v i n g  as our  a l l i e s  i n  Vietnam. 

Q Y e s .  I ' m  concerned about t h i s  a s  w e l l ,  f o r  t h e  
same reason  t h a t  you've i n d i c a t e d  and f o r  o t h e r  r ea sons .  
Our r e p o r t  i s  going t o  be  submi t ted  t o  t h e  S e c r e t a r y  of 
t h e  Army and t h e  Chief of S t a f f ,  and it w i l l  have t o  be  
i n  i t s  complete form. 

I can s e e  where we w i l l  probably have t o  t a k e  a 
v e r s i o n  and s a n i t i z e  i t ,  d e l e t i n g  c e r t a i n  a s p e c t s  o f  t h e  
in format ion  s o  t h a t  we do n o t  do damage t o  o u r  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  
s i t u a t i o n  and r e p u t a t i o n .  And we have some o t h e r  f a c t o r s  
t h a t  have t o  be  cons idered  i n  h e r e ,  as w e l l .  

A. Su re ly .  

Q M r .  MAY, what was your du ty  ass ignment  on 
16 March 1968? .  

A. I was t h e  p r o v i n c i a l  s e n i o r  a d v i s o r  of  t h e  CORDS 
advisory  team t o  th.e governor of  Quang Ngai and h i s  s t a f f ,  
Quang+NgaiProvince ,  I Corps. 

Q. How long  inad you been i n  t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  c a p a c i t y ?  

A. I ' d  been i n  th .a t  c a p a c i t y  s i n c e  about June  of  t h e  
proceeding y e a r . ,  

Q. 1967 .  How long  a f t e r  16 March d i d  you remain i n  
t h a t  c a p a c i t y ?  

A.  I w a s  in t h a t  c a p a c i t y  e f f e c t i v e l y  u n t i l  about  
20  May, a t  which t i m e  I l e f t  Q7;ang Ngai Province d e f i n i -
t i v e l y  en  r o u t e  t o  the Uni ted S t a t e s .  I might add a t  t h i s  
t i m e ,  General ,  t o  c l a r i f y ,  t h a t  du r ing  t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  
p e r i o d  of Lime, a l t hough  I have checked ~tly r e c o r d s  and I 
know t h a t  I was i n  Quang Ngai on t h a t  d a t e ,  a lmos t  h a l f  o f  
t h e  t i m e  from 1 January t o  20  May I was o u t s i d e  t h e  prov ince .  
I was e i t h e r  i n  Danang o r  i n  Saigon,  en  r o u t e ,  which i s  a 
b i t  unusual ,  One normally spends a l o t  more t ime  i n  t h e  
prov ince  on the job. 
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Q. Since  t h i s  m a t t e r  of t h e  My Lai i n c i d e n t  became 
a m a t t e r  of p u b l i c  knowledge sometime around t h e  l a t t e r  p a r t  
of September, October of 1969,  have you had any conve r sa t ions  
w i t h  anybody concerning t h e  i n c i d e n t .  I ' m  r e f e r r i n g  t o  
people  who were connected e i t h e r  w i th  t h e  i n c i d e n t  i t s e l f  o r  
t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i v e  process  of t h e  i n c i d e n t ,  people  who may 
have been a s s o c i a t e d  wi th  you i n  t h e  prov ince  o r  i n  t h e  
d i s t r i c t  o r  i n  I Corps. 

A .  I t a l k e d  t o  many. I n  f a c t ,  I ' v e  t a l k e d  t o  a l l  t h e  
people  on my team o r  who were i n  Quang Ngai a t  t h a t  t i m e ,  
s eek ing  t o  f i n d  o u t  from them whether t hey  knew anyth ing  
about  t h i s .  

& Can you t e l l  us wi th  whom you t a l k e d ?  

A. I t  would be  a r a t h e r  l eng thy  l i s t .  The b e s t  I 
could  do i s  t a k e  t h i s  pe r sonne l  r e c o r d  h e r e  and go down t h e  
l i s t .  

Q .  I t h i n k  it might b e  h e l p f u l .  

A. L e t  m e  q u a l i f y  t h i s  by ,  "To t h e  b e s t  of my know-
ledge  and b e l i e f . "  I n  one o r  two cases  I may g i v e  t h e  name 
i n c o r r e c t l y ,  b u t  I would say  t h i s  i s  going t o  be  9 5  p e r c e n t  
a c c u r a t e .  I t a l k e d  t o  Robert THOMPSON, who was my personne l  
o f f i c e r  a t  t h a t  t ime.  Darne l l  WHITE; Dick H I L L .  

I ' v e  been t o  Vietnam s i n c e  t h i s  i n c i d e n t  occu r red ,  
Genera l ,  s o  I had a chance t o  t a l k  t o  people  who were s t i l l  
t h e r e  i n  Quang Ngai,  a s  w e l l  as t h o s e  who happen t o  be  
around Washington. Will iam S I T T I G ,  Robert  FESSEGUIE,  
Norman SHELDON, A l b e r t  R O B I N S O N ,  Lar ry  COLBERT , Kenneth GOVE . 
I have word from D r ,  John CONNELLY. I d i d n ' t  t a l k  t o  him 
myse l f ,  b u t  I t a l k e d  t o  someone who has .  D o  you want t h i r d -
count ry  n a t i o n a l s  t o o ,  o r  should we j u s t  con f ine  o u r s e l v e s  t o  
Americans? 

Q I f  t h e r e  i s  ~ : - ~ y t h i n qs u b s t a n t i v e  w i t h  t h e  t h i r d -
count ry  n a t i o n a l s ,  o r  i f  t hey  knew something o r  t o l d  you 
something,  I ' d  l i k e  t o  have the i r  names t o o .  

A. They d i d  no t  know. I t a l k e d  t o  Ray SHAFER, head 
of t h e  American Red Cross t h e r e  i n  Quang Ngai,  i n  Vietnam, 
who was i n  c l o s e  c o n t a c t  w i t h  h i s  team t h e r e ;  w i t h  Reverend 
Woody STEMPLE and h i s  w i f e ,  c i v i l i a n  m i s s i o n a r i e s  r e s i d e n t  
i n  Quang Ngai. 

APP T-136 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

Q C h r i s t i a n  Al l i ance?  

A.  World C h r i s t i a n  Miss ionary A l l i a n c e ,  yes .  From 
him I go t  i n d i r e c t  word concerning t h e  Quakers  and t h e  
Vietnam C h r i s t i a n  s e r v i c e .  He a l s o  s a i d  t h e  chap la ins  a t  
Chu Lai  and t h e  c h a p l a i n  a t  t h e  MACV compound d i d  n o t  know 
about  t h i s  and had heard no th ing  about i t  a t  t h e  t ime .  
E i t h e r  D r .  Miche l le  JUTRA (phone t i c )  head of t h e  Canadian 
medical  team i n  Quang Ngai; David JUROSIC ( p h o n e t i c )  
International--1VS and--

Q . ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  I n t e r n a t i o n a l ?  

A.  Voluntary S e r v i c e .  

Q Voluntary S e r v i c e .  

A .  I t a l k e d  t o  Colonel  Will iam D. G U I N N .  

Q When d i d  you t a l k  t o  GUINN? 

A .  I t a l k e d  t o  G U I N N  about  4 o r  5 days ago,  and 
it was a very b r i e f  c o n v e r s a t i o n ,  because h e  s a i d  h e ' d  been 
b e f o r e  your committee and t h e  House committee, and t h a t  t hey  
t o l d  him h e  w a s  n o t  t o  d i s c u s s  t h e  s u b j e c t .  H e  d i d  t e l l  
me t h a t  he 'd  been in t e rv i ewed  by t h e  p r e s s  be fo re  t h e  l i d  
was on,  and t h e r e  was a p r e s s  a r t i c l e  and t h a t  I could  look 
a t  t h a t  i f  I wanted t o .  Major Ne i l1  WILLOUGHBY. 

Q .  What p o s i t i o n  d i d  Major WILLOUGHBY have? 

A .  WILLOUGHBY was t h e  d i s t r i c t  s e n i o r  a d v i s o r  a t  
Binh Son D i s t r i c t ,  j u s t  n o r t h  of  Son Tinh ,  a t  t h e  t i m e ,  and 
h e  happened t o  be  i n  t r a i n i n g  a t  t h e  c e n t e r .  Edward 
DILLERY,  who w a s  i n  t h e  PSA, prov ince  s e n i o r  a d v i s o r .  

Q PSA where? 

A. I n  Quang Ngai. 

Q I th0ugh.t you were i n  t h e  prov ince  s e n i o r  
adv i so r .  

A. W e l l ,  he was, a month o r  s o  back when I was i n  @ 

Quang Ngai. 

Q. H i s  p l a c e  w a s  r e c e n t l y  t aken  by CUSHING? 
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A. R igh t .  T h a t ' s  when I d i scove red  t h a t  t h e  charges  
appeared t o  have some r e a l  subs t ance  t o  them. 

Q. Who t o l d  you t h a t ?  

A. The s e n i o r  Army i n v e s t i g a t o r  was t h e r e  w i th  him 
when I w a s  i n  Quang Ngai,  and he t a l k e d  t o  me b r i e f l y .  
DILLERY in t roduced  m e  a s  t h e  PSA on t h e  s p o t ;  and I k e p t  
r e f e r r i n g  t o  " a l l e g e d  i n c i d e n t ,  " and t h e  i n v e s t i g a t o r ,  
about  t h e  t h i r d  t ime I s a i d  t h a t ,  s a i d ,  "Look, t h e r e ' s  
no th ing  a l l e g e d  about  i t . "  H e  s a i d ,  " I ' v e  g o t  6 3  a f f i -
d a v i t s  from s o l d i e r s  who were t h e r e  i n  my b r i e f c a s e ,  p l u s  
25 photographs i n  combat. " 

Q What was t h e  name of t h e  o f f i c e r  t h a t  was t a l k i n g  
t o  you? 

A .  Thi s  w a s  a c i v i l i a n .  I do n o t  r e c a l l  h i s  name. 
It would have been i n ,  I guess ,  l a t e  November o r  e a r l y  De-
cember, i n  Quang Ngai Province a t  t h e  headqua r t e r s .  

Q Did h e  speak w i t h  a broken Engl ish  accen t?  

A. I d i d n ' t  n o t i c e  t h a t .  I wouldn ' t  say  he  d i d n ' t  
b u t  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  t h a t  he d i d .  

Da rne l l  WHITE. I t h i n k  I may be r e p e a t i n g  my-
s e l f ,  on some of  t h e s e .  

MR MACCRATE: H e  was t h e  second name. 

A .  I have two l i s t s  t h a t  a r e  over lapping .  I ' m  
s o r r y  t h e y ' r e  n o t  conso l ida t ed .  Richard H I L L .  

I0 : You've a l r eady  given th .a t  one. 

A. Robert  RESSEGUIE. 

MR MACCRATE: How do you s p e l l  t h a t ?  

A. R-E-S-S-E-G-U-I-E . Norman SHELDON, Kenneth GOVE , 
Sergean t  CARTER, f i r s t  name I d o n ' t  r e c a l l ,  who was t h e  
a s s i s t a n t  t o  t h e  PSYOP adv i so r  o u t  t h e r e .  Did I mention 
Hugh MANKE, IVS? 

Q How do you s p e l l  t h a t ?  
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A. M-A-N-K-E. H e  i s  c u r r e n t l y  t h e  count ry  c h i e f  of 
IVS. H e  was i n  Quang Ngai a t  t h e  t i m e .  And my w i f e ,  who 
i s  Vietnamese and who was a l s o  a  r e s i d e n t  t h e r e  a t  the t i m e .  

I0: Did any of  t h e s e  people  g i v e  you any complete 
i n fo rma t ion  concerning what t r a n s p i r e d  a t  MY L a i ,  o r  this 
i n v e s t i g a t i o n ?  

A.  No, s i r .  I was unable t o  f i n d  anybody who had any 
pe r sona l  knowledge o f  i t  wi th  t h e  excep t ion  of  M r .  DILLERY 
and t h e  Army i n v e s t i g a t o r .  Everyone s t a t e d  t h a t  they had 
had no knowledge o f  t h e  i n c i d e n t  a t  t h e  t ime o r  subsequent ly  
u n t i l  it became p u b l i c  knowledge i n  October o r  November o f  
t h i s  p a s t  yea r .  And they  were r a t h e r  s t a r t l e d ,  a s  I w a s ,  
because t h a t ' s  a very  s m a l l  town, and we have a l o t  o f  con-
n e c t i o n s ,  and i t  was r a t h e r  s u r p r i s i n g  t o  a l l  of us t h a t  
it could have happened and we wouldn 't have known about  
it. Now--

Q= ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  I n o t i c e  you have a c h a r t  o f  
your  o r g a n i z a t i o n  i n  Quang Ngai, M r .  MAY. 

A. Thi s  i s  November 28th ,  b u t  i t ' s  n o t  subs tan-
t i a l l y - - i t  h a s n ' t  been changed much between t h e n  and March. 

Q - - I have h e r e  two diagrams,  one o f  Quang Ngai 
Province h e a d q u a r t e r s  ( l a t e r  e n t e r e d  a s  E x h i b i t  M-25) and 
ano the r  diagram o f  s e c t o r  headqua r t e r s  ( l a t e r  e n t e r e d  as 
E x h i b i t  M-26) . I would ask i f  you would look a t  t h e s e  and 
perhaps  even compare them wi th  your  own copy to  see i f  t hey  
a r e  c o r r e c t .  

A. What I have h e r e  i s  a copy o f  my own p r o v i n c i a l  
team, n o t  of  t h e  Vietnamese p r o v i n c i a l  o r g a n i z a t i o n .  

Q- I n c i d e n t a l l y ,  I would l i k e  t o  have t h e s e  t w o  
o r g a n i z a t i o n a l  c h a r t s  e n t e r e d  i n t o  t h e  r eco rd  and made 
e x h i b i t s  f o r  t h e  r eco rd .  

(Recorder r e c e i v e d  and e n t e r e d  E x h i b i t s  M-25 and 
M-26 as r eques t ed . )  

A. I t  appears  t o  be  a c c u r a t e  t o  m e .  
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Q. Would you t e l l  us when you f i r s t  hea rd  of  t h e  
o p e r a t i o n  Task Force Barker  i n  t h e  Son My a r e a ?  

A. I f  you say  i n t o  t h e  Son My a r e a ,  I f i r s t  hea rd  
of it l a s t  October o r  November. I w a s  very much aware 
t h a t  t h e r e  was a Task Force Barker o p e r a t i n g  i n  t h e  
a r e a  i n d i c a t e d  on t h e  map h e r e  ( i n d i c a t i n g ) ,  b u t  t h e r e  a r e  
many v i l l a g e s ,  hamle t s ,  and subhamlets i n  t h a t  a r e a  and 
t h e r e  was no th ing  i n  p a r t i c u l a r  t o  a t t r a c t  my a t t e n t i o n  
t o  Son My anymore t h a n  t o  any o t h e r  hamlet  t h e r e .  So,  i n  
t h e  terms you p u t  i t ,  t h e  f i r s t  I heard  of it was October 
o r  November of t h i s  p a s t  year .  

Q. Son My i s  n o t  a hamlet  a c t u a l l y .  I t  i s  a v i l l a g e .  

A.  Son My, I b e l i e v e ,  is a hamlet .  N o ,  Son My is 
a subhamlet  I b e l i e v e ,  General .  I f  y o u ' l l  look  a t  an ad-
m i n i s t r a t i v e  map. 

Q W e l l ,  we've gone i n t o  t h i s  i n  some d e t a i l  which 
w e ' l l  show you on a map, b u t  Son My i s  t h e  v i l l a g e  and t h e  
v i l l a g e  h a s  f o u r  major hamlets  and each of t h e s e  hamlets  
h a s  s e v e r a l  subhamlets.  But t h e  g e n e r a l  a r e a  t h a t  you s e e  
t h e r e ,  w i t h  t h e  excep t ion  of t h e  wes te rn  k i l o m e t e r  and a 
h a l f  of it,  i s  g e n e r a l l y  t h e  a r e a  occupied by Son My 
V i l l a g e .  

A. I ' m  s o r r y .  I w a s  t h i n k i n g  of My L a i .  Son My i s  
t h e  v i l l a g e .  My L a i  i s  a hamlet  and My La i  ( 4 )  i s  t h e  
subhamlet i f  I ' m  c o r r e c t  .. 
Q Have you e v e r  heard  t h i s  a r e a  r e f e r r e d  t o  as 
Tu Cung? 

A. No, I haven ' t .  But I ' v e  hea rd  Son My r e f e r r e d  t o  
many t i m e s ,  because i t ' s  been a p r e t t y  a c t i v e  s p o t  f o r  t h e  
VC . 
Q W e l l ,  when d i d  you f i r s t  h e a r  of t h e  o p e r a t i o n  of  
Task Force Barker i n t o  t h i s  a r e a ?  

A. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  e x a c t l y .  I t h i n k  t h i s  was one of 
t h e  e v e n t s  t h a t  occur red  du r ing  my absence,  b u t  I d i d  know 
from our  o v e r l a y s  t h a t  Task Force Barker  was i n  t h e  a r e a  in-. 
d i c a t e d  on t h e  map. To some e x t e n t  I f e l t  t h a t  t h i s  was 
my f a u l t  and I was r a t h e r  p l ea sed  .w i th  it, because ARVN 2d 
Div is ion  had t h i s  a r e a  i n c l u d i n g  t h i s  a r e a  i n  h e r e  around 
Quang Ngai C i t y  t o  t h e  s e a  ( i n d i c a t i n g )  a lmost  up t o  Binh-Son.  
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A .  The requirements  were g e n e r a l .  I expec ted  
eve ry th ing  of g r e a t  importance t h a t  involved  a p o l i c y  
d e c i s i o n  o r  a major a c t i o n  t o  be  brought  t o  m y  a t t e n t i o n l  
A s  f a r  a s  day t o  day o p e r a t i o n s ,  r o u t i n e  m a t t e r s ,  t h e  
g e n e r a l  conduct  of programs, I expec ted  them t o  manage 
them themselves ,  and n o t  t o  b r i n g  such m a t t e r s  t o  my 
a t t e n t i o n ,  excep t  a t  t h e  end of  t h e  monthly r e p o r t i n g  p e r i o d ,  
a t  which t ime  they  would d e s c r i b e  p r o g r e s s ,  d i s c u s s  
problems, and recommend a c t i v i t i e s  f o r  t h e  n e x t  month. 

Q Did you have d a i l y  s t a f f  b r i e f i n g s  o r  daily
s t a f f  meet ings?  

A. W e  had d a i l y  s - t a f f  mee t ings ,  y e s ,  sir.. T h i s  
normally took p l a c e  a t  8 o ' c lock  i n  t h e  morning a t  
prov ince  headqua r t e r s .  

Q Was t h i s  j o i n t  U.S. and ARVN o r  GVN o r  j u s t  U.S.? 

A. This  w a s  a U . S .  CORDS b r i e f i n g ,  and the v a r i o u s  
members of t h e  team, p r i n c i p a l l y  t h e  ones listed a c r o s s  
h e r e  ( i n d i c a t i n g ) .  

MR MACCRATE: Could you i d e n t i f y  t h a t  f o r  t h e  r eco rd?  

A. E x h i b i t  M-27, you would say  t h e  one,  t w o ,  t h r e e ,  
f o u r ,  i t V sn o t  t h e  f i f t h  eche lon ,  b u t  t h e  f i f t h  l i n e  of 
names of p o s i t i o n s  r e a d i n g  from t h e  t o p .

. . 

I0 : That  would be  j u s t  about  t h e  t h i r d  eche lon ,  wouldni t 
i t ?  

A. I t  would b e  th.e t h i r d  eche lon ,  y e s .  

Q. Would you i n d i c a t e  f o r  t h e  r e c o r d  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l s  
t h a t  would normal ly  a t t e n d  t h e s e  b r i e f i n g s ?  

A. The c h i e f s  of each of t h e  s e c t i o n s  mentioned h e r e ,  
o r  t h e i r  d e p u t i e s  i f  t h e  c h i e f  was a b s e n t ,  would normally 
a t t e n d .  This  would be--do you want me t o  r e a d  o f f  t h e  
names of t h e  o r g a n i z a t i o n s ?  

Q Y e s .  

A .  RF/PF, o p e r a t i o n s ,  S 2 ,  S 4 ,  S5, p u b l i c  s a f e t y ,  RD 
c a d r e ,  p o l i c e  s p e c i a l  b ranch ,  personne l  and f i n a n c e ,  l o g i s t i c s ,  
t r a n s p o r t a t i o n ,  RD cad re  o p e r a t i o n s ,  a g r i c u l t u r e ,  educa t ion ,  
PSYOP, p u b l i c  works, r e f u g e e s ,  s e l f - h e l p ,  Chieu Hoi,  
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p u b l i c  h e a l t h ,  and when they  were p r e s e n t ,  which was u s u a l l y  
n o t  t h e  c a s e ,  t h e  d i s t r i z t  s e n i o r  a d v i s o r s ,  met a t  8 o' 
c lock  i n  t h e  morning wi th  t h e  execu t ive  o f f i c e r ,  p l a n s  and 
programs,  myse l f ,  and my deputy.  

Q Did you have a room where you could  assemble a l l  
t h e s e  people?  

A .  Y e s ,  w e  d i d .  I n  f a c t ,  t h e y  s t i l l  have such a room 
t h e r e ,  b u t  t h e y ' v e  changed i t s  l o c a t i o n  i n  t h e  CORDS p o r t i o n  
of t h e  p r o v i n c i a l  headqua r t e r s .  I t ' s  a l i t t l e  b i t  snug,  
b u t  t h e r e  a r e  j u s t  enough s e a t s  t o  go around,  p l u s  s e a t s  f o r  
v i s i t o r s  who might be  p r e s e n t .  

Q Would t h e y ,  a t  t h a t  t i m e ,  b r i e f  on o p e r a t i o n s  and 
b r i e f  on i n t e l l i g e n c e  m a t t e r s ?  

A.  Very b r i e f l y  and wi thou t  going i n t o  d e t a i l .  But 
w e  would i n v a r i a b l y  have a b r i e f i n g  from t h e  S 2 ,  f o r  example. 
It  never  f a i l e d :  w e  would have an a f t e r  a c t i o n  r e p o r t  on 
the prev ious  2 4  hours  and an i n d i c a t i o n  of what it looked 
l i k e  might be  coming up from t h e  enemy--some informat ion  
on what w a s  coming up t h e  nex t  day. 

@ - Did t h e  i n d i v i d u a l s  t h a t  you were c i t i n g ,  i f  t hey  
saw something impor t an t  i n  terms of in format ion  concerning 
a c t i v i t i e s  which may have t aken  p l a c e ,  c e r t a i n  i n t e l l i g e n c e  
m a t t e r s ,  V i e t  Cong propaganda, o r  any th ing  of  t h a t  n a t u r e ,  
r e p o r t  it t o  you? 

A. I f  it appeared t o  be  impor t an t  and c r e d i b l e ,  ye s .  
I would n o t  expec t  a l l  VC propaganda t o  be r e p o r t e d  a t  a 
meeting of  t h i s  k ind .  But,  i f  t h e r e  was something t h a t  w a s  
t r u l y  o u t  of t h e  o rd ina ry  and s i g n i f i c a n t  and appeared t o  be  
such ,  I would expec t  it t o  be  mentioned t h e r e .  O r  i f  f o r  
some r eason  it were cons idered  h igh ly  s e n s i t i v e  o r  u r g e n t ,  
I would expec t  it t o  b e  brought  t o  Colonel  G U I N N  o r  myself 
on an urgent  and more p r i v a t e  b a s i s  t h a n  t h e  whole group. 

Q - Did t h e  prov ince  c h i e f  keep you informed concerning 
any i n d i c a t i o n s  which he may have had w i t h  h i s  d i s t r i c t  c h i e f s  
o r  w i t h  ARVN command? 
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Q You w i l l  n o t i c e  on t h i s  t h a t  cop ie s  were 
s e n t  t o  t h e  S 2  and t h e  S3  of  Quang Ngai s e c t o r .  D o  
you know whether o r  n o t  t h e  5 2  o r  t h e  S3  of  Quang 
Ngai d i s cus sed  t h i s  wi th  any of your s t a f f  a d v i s o r s ?  

A. To t h e  best of my knowledge and b e l i e f  
t h e y  d i d  n o t ,  o r  I would t h i n k  it would have come 
t o  my a t t e n t i o n .  

Q Were you aware a t  t h e  time--

A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Although t h i s  is  s o r t  of 
a watered-down v e r s i o n  of appa ren t ly  what occu r red  
o u t  t h e r e  and the--if t h e  S 2  o r  ou r  S 2  o r  S3 a d v i s o r  
saw i t ,  and I t h i n k  t h i s  i s  q u e s t i o n a b l e ,  because 
t h i s  document i s  i n  Vietnamese, from a Vietnamese 
o f f i c i a l  t o  a Vietnamese o f f i c i a l ,  and my guess  would 
b e  t h a t  t h i s  is  an i n t e r n a l  document t h a t  t h e y  wouldn ' t  
n e c e s s a r i l y  have shown t o  o u r  o f f i c e r s .  They would 
n o t  n e c e s s a r i l y  have ,  probably wouldn ' t have,  been 
a b l e  t o  r ead  it anyway. 

Q.  You had i n t e r p r e t e r s ,  d i d  you n o t ?  

A*-- The S2 and S 3  d i d  have. There w e r e  i n t e r -
7 r e t e r s  a v a i l e b l e .  

Q So t h e  f a c t  t ha t  it came i n  Vietnamese 
would n o t  mean t h a t  you c o u l d n ' t  r ead  i t ?  

A. No, it would mean t h a t  you--it  would mean 
t h a t  nobody would hand it t o  you and s a y ,  "Look." 
I t  would mean you wou ldn ' t  a c c i d e n t a l l y  happen upon 
it. But ,  whatever i n t e l l i g e n c e  i n p u t  was g iven  t o  
ou r  a d v i s o r s ,  t hey  had t h e  means t o  r e a d ,  y e s .  I 
simply q u e s t i o n  whether it would n e c e s s a r i l y  have 
been g iven  t o  th.em, judging from t h e  number of docu-. 
ments t h a t  I'd o b t a i n e d  from t h e  prov ince  c h i e f s  
over  t h e  y e a r s ,  i n c l u d i n g  t h e  one wi th  which I had.  
a w a r m ,  c l o s e  a s s o c i a t i o n .  They ' re  r a t h e r  c l o s e  
about t h e i r  in-house documents, very c l o s e .  
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Q Were you aware t h a t  t h e  v i l l a g e  c h i e f  of 
Son My had made a r e p o r t  t o  t h e  d i s t r i c t  c h i e f - o f  
Son Tinh concerning e v e n t s  which took p l a c e  on 1 6  March, 
i n  t h e  a r e a  of Tu Cung hamlet  o r  i n  t h e  a r e a  of Co Luy 
hamlet?  

A.  No. And u n t i l  r e c e n t l y  I was n o t  aware 
t h a t  t h e r e  was a v i l l a g e  c h i e f  of Son My who was 
r e s i d i n g  i n  f r i e n d l y  t e r r i t o r y  and who had a r e l a t i o n -
s h i p  w i t h  t h e  GVN a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  t h e r e .  There  are 
something i n  t h e  o r d e r  of 500 hamlets  i n  Quang Ngai 
and about a hundred v i l l a g e s  o r  s o ,  and w e  d o n ' t  keep 
book on a l l  of them, p a r t i c u l a r l y  t h o s e  i n  VC a r e a s .  
However, when something a t t r a c t s  ou r  a t t e n t i o n ,  when 
i t ' s  impor t an t ,  w e  can o b t a i n  whatever i n fo rma t ion  
i s  a v a i l a b l e  from our  Vietnamese c o u n t e r p a r t s .  

Q- I have h e r e  a memorandum from t h e  d i s t r i c t  
c h i e f  of Son Tinh t o  t h e  prov ince  c h i e f  of  Quang Ngai, 
da t ed  11 A p r i l  1968,  f i l e  number 190 ,  which i s  i d e n t i f i e d  
a s  E x h i b i t  M-29. 

M s .  MAY, I show t h i s  document t o  you and 
ask i f  you 've  e v e r  seen  t h i s  document o r  i f  anybody 
has  e v e r  c a l l e d  t h e  c o n t e n t s  of it t o  your a t t e n t i o n ?  

A.  I have never  seen t h i s  document b e f o r e ,  
w i t h  the excep t ion  of b e f o r e  t h e  House Armed S e r v i c e s  
Subcommittee. 

Q Did they  have a copy of  t h i s  document? 

A. W e l l ,  l e t  me r e p e a t  t h e  s t a t e m e n t  I made 
b e f o r e .  I s a w  s e v e r a l  documents t h e r e .  I d o n ' t  
t h i n k  t h i s  was among them, b u t  i f  I have e v e r  s een  
it b e f o r e ,  t h a t ' s  where I s a w  it. I do n o t  r ecogn ize  
this a s  one I s a w  t h e r e ,  b u t  I 'm n o t  s u r e  t h a t  I d i d n '  t. 

Q Y o u ' l l  n o t i c e  down i n  t h e  l e f t -hand  c o r n e r  
t h a t  a copy of  t h i s  was s e n t  t o  2d ARVN Div i s ion  head-
q u a r t e r s  and a copy of  it w a s  a l s o  s e n t  t o  your  head-
q u a r t e r s .  

A. Tha t1-swhat it s a y s .  
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Q You do n o t  r e c a l l  having seen  t h i s  a t  t h a t  
t i m e  ? 

A .  I have never  s een  t h a t ,  General .  I t  h a s  
never  been d i s c u s s e d  wi th  me--the subs t ance  t h a t  
i s  i n  it---.in any form, v e r b a l l y  o r  i n  w r i t t e n  form. 

Q. I f  t h i s  were addressed  t o  MACV, Quang Ngai
S e c t o r ,  who would t h a t  come t o ?  

A. I have no i d e a .  I can s p e c u l a t e  w i t h  you,  
b u t  we-.-

Q - ( In t e rpos ing ]  Would t h i s  come t o  you, 
o r  would it go t o  Colonel  GUINN? Th i s  i s  my b a s i c  
q u e s t i o n .  

A .  Well ,  it wouldn ' t  normally come t o  m e  
because I d o n ' t  s t y l e  myself a s  t h e  s e c t o r  a d v i s o r .  
The most a c c u r a t e  d i s t r i b u t i o n  would be  t o  Colone l  
G U I N N .  May I s e e  t h e  Vietnamese o r i g i n a l ,  t h e r e  
I b e l i e v e ?  

Q For your i n fo rma t ion ,  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  copy 
d i d  n o t  come from province .  W e  s a w  i t  a t  p rov ince  
w i t h  Colonel  K H I E N ,  b u t  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  copy came 
from t h e  f i l e s  of t h e  d i s t r i c t  headqua r t e r s .  

A. That  may very  w e l l  be t h e  copy t h a t  w a s  
supposed t o  go t o  s e c t o r ,  s i n c e  we d o n ' t  s e e  t h e  
d i s t r i c t  headqua r t e r s  as n o t  i n d i c a t e d  a s  r e c e i v i n g  
a copy. They may have been t h e  t r a n s m i t t i n g  e lement .  

MR MACCRATE: That  happens t o  be  t h e  f i l e  copy from 
d i s t r i c t  . 
I0 : We do know t h a t  it g o t  o t h e r  p l a c e s .  W e ' l l  
show you a few o t h e r  documents. 

A .  Did you examine t h e  f i l e s  a t  MACV, s e c t o r ,  
o r  corps  t o  s e e  whether  t h e r e  was a copy i n  t h e  f i l e s  t h e r e ?  
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Q No, w e  looked through your f i l e s  and through 
a  p roces s  of changing adv i so r s  and s o  on. The f i l e s  
a r e  minimal, t o  s ay  t h e  b e s t ,  and s o  it was of  very 
l i t t l e  va lue  t o  look  through t h e  prov ince  adv i so ry  
s t a f f  f i l e s .  

A .  I t h i n k  t h a t  cou ld  be a s c e r t a i n e d  from 
t h e  s t a f f i n g  t h a t  p r e v a i l e d  t h e r e .  A s  long  a s  I 
was t h e r e ,  f o r  t h e  purpose of c l e r i c a l  work--

Q - ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  I ' m  n o t  q u i t e  fo l lowing  you. 

A. What I ' m  s ay ing  i s  t h a t  t h e  q u a l i t y  of  t h e  
f i l e s  r e f l e c t s  t h e  q u a l i t y  and q u a n t i t y  of t h e  s t a f f i n g  
t h a t  performed t h a t  func t ion .  

Q I have h e r e  a s t a t emen t  p repa red  on 1 4  ~ p r i l  
1968, s igned  by Capta in  Angel 34. RODRIGUEZ, a s s i s t a n t  
d i s t r i c t  a d v i s o r  of  Son TFnh. I would l i k e  t o  have 
this e n t e r e d  i n t o  t h e  r e c o r d  a s  an e x h i b i t .  

RCDR : I t  w i l l  be marked Exh ib i t  M-30. 

10: T h i s  i s  a l i t t l e  d i f f i c u l t  t o  r e a d ,  M r .  
MAY,  but I'm s u r e  t h a t  by looking  a t  it you can g e t  
the t h r u s t  of it. 

A. Have you t a l k e d  t o  Will iam SITTIG, by 
t h e  way? 

A. Will iam SITTIG. 

Q Who's Will iam SITTIG? 

A. Will iam SITTIG i s  t h e  c i v i l i a n  o f f i c e r .  
He i s  e i t h e r  r e s i d e n t  a t  Son Tinh D i s t r i c t  h e a d q u a r t e r s ,  
o r  had been f o r  a  t ime.  Subsequent ly ,  he  moved t o  Quang 
Ngai C i ty  a f t e r  s e c u r i t y  g o t  t o o  bad f o r  him, and h e  
drove back and f o r t h  each  day.  But he  was t h e  c i v i l i a n  
on t h e  d i s t r i c t  team. 

Q What func t ion  d i d  he perform? 
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A .  Refugees, eve ry th ing  i n  t h e  c i v i l  a r e a  
t o  t h e  e x t e n t  t h a t  t hey  were n o t  d e l e g a t e d  t o  him, 
t o  t h e  e x t e n t  t h a t  t h e y  were d e l e g a t e d  by t h e  s e n i o r  
d i s t r i c t  a d v i s o r .  

MR MACCRATE: How does he s p e l l  h i s  name? 

A .  S-I-T-T-I-GI and I t h i n k  M r .  SITTIG i s  
i n  language t r a i n i n g  h e r e  i n  Washington a t  t h e  Fore ign  
S e r v i c e  I n s t i t u t e  a t  t h e  moment, u n l e s s  he has  j u s t  
depa r t ed .  

I0: Have you e v e r  seen  t h i s  s t a t emen t  be fo re?  

A .  To t h e  b e s t  of my knowledge and b e l i e f ,  
I have n o t .  I t ' s  i n t e r e s t i n g  a s  a s t a t emen t .  It  
must have been prepared  a t  someone's behes t .  People 
d o n r t  normally p repa re  a s t a t emen t  o u t  of t h e  b l u e ,  
b u t  I do n o t  know anyth ing  about t h i s .  

Q T h i s  s t a t e m e n t  w a s  based upon, i f  you 
w i l l  n o t e ,  t h e  l e t t e r  of 11 A p r i l .  

A .  T h a t ' s  r i g h t .  I doubt t h a t  it r e f e r s  
to . . t h e  d i s t r i c t  c h i e f '  s l e t t e r .  

Q I f  t h i s  had come t o  members of your  s t a f f ,  
would you expec t  t o  have seen  i t ?  

A. I would e x p e c t  e i t h e r  t o  have s e e n  it o r  
t o  have d e f i n i t e l y  heard  about it. I f  I were i n  town 
and i f  it were not-- in which c a s e  i f  I were n o t  t h e r e  
it would come t o  Colonel  G U I N N ' s  a t t e n t i o n .  I f  t h e  
m a t t e r  were d i sposed  of b e f o r e  I r e t u r n e d ,  i f  I w e r e  
a b s e n t ,  it would n o t  n e c e s s a r i l y  have come t o  my 
a t t e n t i o n .  

Q. I f  such a s t a t emen t  had reached t h e  l e v e l  
of Colonel  K H I E N ,  would you have expec ted  Colonel  
KHIEN t o  have mentioned it t o  you? 
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Q W e l l ,  I can s e e  t h a t  t h e r e ' s  a l i t t l e  
ambiguity i n  i t ,  b u t  i t  wouldn ' t  be very h a r d  t o  r e a d  
t h a t  a t  t h e  f i r s t  b a t t l e  t h e  a l l i e s  k i l l e d  320 people  
a t  t h e  subhamlets  o f  Thuan Yen and.Binh Dong, and a t  
Cu Luy Hamlet 80 peop le ,  young and o l d ,  were k i l l e d .  
The t o t a l  c i v i l i a n s  and g u e r r i l l a s  k i l l e d  d u r i n g  t h e  
l a s t  t h r e e  days ,  427, i n c l u d i n g  young and o l d .  

A. They h a d n ' t  defiNed t h e  people  a s  t o  which 
were g u e r r i l l a s  and which were n o n - g u e r r i l l a s ,  s o  I 
t h i n k  i t ' s  a con fus ing  r e p o r t ,  and I cannot  remember 
what happened a t  t h a t  t ime ,  General .  But I have a 
sneaking  f e e l i n g  t h a t  t h e  k ind  of  body count  t h a t  
must have been r e p o r t e d  by BARKER and t h a t  we must 
have heard  o f  i n  o u r  b r i e f i n g s  must have been t i e d  
i n .  This  i s  j u s t  s p e c u l a t i o n  on my p a r t ,  b u t  I ' m  con-
cerned a l s o  w i t h  t r y i n g  t o  f i g u r e  o u t  how a l a r g e  
body count l i k e  t h a t ,  which i s  o v e r  a hundred,  by 
a lmost  anybody ' s coun t  would n o t  have a t t r a c t e d  a t t e n t i o n .  
The only way, it seems t o  me, t h a t  somebody had s a i d  
we'd caught and zapped t h e  48th B a t t a l i o n  o r  some-
t h i n g  l i k e  t h a t ,  t h e n  t h i s  would n o t  have a t t r a c t e d  
t o o  much a t t e n t i o n .  And I ' d  s u r e  l i k e  t o  know- whether 
t h a t  was one o f  t h e  d a t e s  on which it was r e p o r t e d  
t h a t  t h e  48th B a t t a l i o n  o r  t h e  38th had been caught  
and whomped by t h e  f r i e n d l i e s .  

- -

Q W e l l ,  the o p e r a t i o n a l  r e p o r t  which was 
submi t ted  by Task Force Barker t o  t h e  11 th  b r igade  
and t o  t h e  America1 Div i s ion  i n d i c a t e d  128 VC KIA.  

A. Of t h e  48th  B a t t a l i o n ?  

Q I t  d i d n ' t  s a y  t h e  48th  B a t t a l i o n .  They 
d i d n ' t  i d e n t i f y  them a s  such.  They could  have been 
members o f  t h e  independent  companies over  i n  t h e  
a r e a  a s  w e l l ,  which normal ly ,  I unders tand ,  worked 
w i t h  t h e  48th Main Force B a t t a l i o n .  

I have h e r e  a  p o s t a l  message from G2, T a c -
t i c a l  Zone 1 2 ,  t o  Quang Ngai S e c t o r ,  message number 
1242/18,.  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  KBC 4.277, 15  A p r i l  1968, s i g n e d  
f o r  Colonel  Nguyen Van TOAN, s i gned  by L i e u t e n a n t  
Colonel  Pham Cao DONG, Chief o f  S t a f f ,  which i s  i d e n t i f i e d  
a s  E x h i b i t  M- 32 .  
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I show you t h i s  d i r e c t i v e ,  M r .  W ,  and 
ask i f  t h i s  had e v e r  been c a l l e d  t o  your a t t e n t i o n ?  

A. I t  has  n o t .  

Q.  I have he re  a copy of some V i e t  Cong pro-
paganda, o u t  of a b roadcas t  "American E v i l s  Appear 
(Coordinate  t h i s  b roadcas t  wi th  l e a f l e t s  : ' L e t  American 
Enemy Pay This  Bloody Debt. ' ) ," which i s  i d e n t i f i e d  a s  
E x h i b i t  M-33. I would ask i f  you have seen  t h i s  
propaganda? 

( I 0  handed documents t o  t h e  w i t n e s s . )  

A. Th is  is  a b roadcas t .  I wouldn ' t  s e e  a 
b r o a d c a s t .  I d o n ' t  unders tand Vietnamese, s o  I had 
n o t  d i r e c t l y  hea rd  t h i s  b r o a d c a s t  nor  d i d  any member 
of my s t a f f  r e p o r t  t h i s  t o  me. However, t h i s  t y p e  
of a l l e g a t i o n ,  which i s  n o t  very s p e c i f i c ,  d o e s n ' t  
g i v e  you very much t o  go on,  would n o t  n e c e s s a r i l y  
have a t t r a c t e d  very much a t t e n t i o n  anyway. We were 
n o t  s t a f f e d  no r  d i d  we moni tor  a l l  t h e  VC and NVA 
and Communist Chinese r a d i o  b r o a d c a s t s .  We assumed 
t h i s  was done e l s ewhere ,  b u t  it was n o t  by ou r  team, 
a l though  w e  d i d  have Vietnamese speaking  members 
on t he  s t a f f ,  p r i m a r i i y  Vietnamese who wouid, f r o m  
t ime t o  t i m e  on a s p o t  b a s i s ,  l i s t e n  t o  VC newscasts .  

Q I have h e r e  ano the r  p i e c e  of V i e t  Cong pro-
paganda which i s  inc luded  i n  E x h i b i t  R-1 .  T h i s ,  we 
unders tand ,  was pub l i shed  i n  l e a f l e t  form. I would 
ask i f  you---just t h a t  p i e c e  r i g h t  there--

A .  ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  This  appears  t o  b e  a copy 
of t h e  document which was shown t o  me, which I s a w  
f o r  the f i r s t  t ime l a s t  week a t  t h e  Subcommittee of  
t h e  House Armed Se rv i ces .  A s  I t e s t i f i e d  t o  them, 
I have no t  s een  t h i s  document o r  a t r a n s l 3 , t i o n  
t h e r e o f  b e f o r e .  A l l  Communist propaganda documents 
t h a t  I have seen  have been one-page documents. F u r t h e r ,  
t h i s  one would have a t t r a c t e d  cons ide rab le  a t t e n t i o n  
because t h i s  second paragraph which you have marked 
h e r e  on t h e  second page i s  very d e t a i l e d ,  which i s  
r a t h e r  unusual  f o r  Communist propaganda. It u s u a l l y  
does n o t  g ive  s u f f i c i e n t  d a t a  t o  check o u t  a l l e g a t i o n s .  
This  g i v e s  t h e  d a t e ,  t i m e ,  p l a c e ,  s p e c i f i c e s  of what 
a l l e g e d l y  occu r red ,  and s o  on. 
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I f  t h i s  document was indeed d i s t r i b u t e d  i n  
Quang Ngai, I ' m  more than s l i g h t l y  as tonished t h a t  it 
d i d n ' t  come t o  my a t t e n t i o n ,  because our  PSYOP people 
would normally p ick  t h a t  up, i f  no t  d i r e c t l y ,  through 
t h e  Vietnamese information s e r v i c e  which had 2 0 0  o r  
300 personnel s c a t t e r e d  a l l  over t h e  province.  
The Vietnamese normally got  copies  of most propaganda 
documents, it appeared. 

F u r t h e r ,  some of t h e  o rgan iza t ions  and 
people I mentioned e a r l i e r ,  c i v i l i a n  non-governmental 
personnel ,  Quakers ,  Vietnam C h r i s t i a n  Se rv ice ,  and s o  
on were f r equen t ly  t h e  t a r g e t s  o f ,  t h e  r e c i p i e n t s  I 
should say ,  of a l l e g a t i o n s  of American shortcomings 
of one kind o r  another ,  o r  simply complaints of one 
kind o r  another ,  and I would have expected them t o  have 
picked t h i s  up and t o  have, some of them a t  l e a s t ,  
r a i s e d  t h e  ma t t e r  with us. None of them e v e r  d id .  

Q What were your r e l a t i o n s h i p s  with Colonel 
HENDERSON and General YOUNG and General KOSTER? 

A. My r e l a t i o n s h i p s  w i t h  Colonel HENDERSON 
were scan t .  Colonel HENDERSON c a l l e d  on me. I th ink  
I . . .called on him once, and I wouldn't  recognize him i f  
he walked i n  t h e  room, and I doubt t h a t  he would re-
cognize me. Colonel G U I N N  and o t h e r  s t a f f  members 
performed t h e  primary l i a i s o n  t o  t h e  e x t e n t  t h a t  it 
was necessary wi th  Colonel HENDERSON. 

My r e l a t i o n s h i p s  wi th  General YOUNG were 
f requent  and c lose .  

My r e l a t i o n s h i p s  wi th  General KOSTER were 
l e s s  f r equen t ,  b u t  from my p o i n t  of view with both 
him and General YOUNG, they were good. I found them 
t o  be more i n t e r e s t e d  i n  what we were doing, more 
i n t e r e s t e d  i n  coordina t ing  our  a c t i v i t i e s ,  more in -
t e r e s t e d  i n  avoiding problems, so lv ing  problems, and 
e s p e c i a l l y  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  he lp ing  us with our spr ink-
l i n g  of problems. 
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Q Do you know of any o p e r a t i o n s ,  ARVN o r  
o the rwi se ,  t h a t  w e r e  conducted i n  t h a t  a r e a ,  d i r e c t e d  
a t  My L a i  ( 4 )  t o  a s c e r t a i n  what took p l a c e  d u r i n g  
t h a t  pe r iod?  

A. No, s i r .  

Q M r .  MACCRATE? 

MR MACCRATE: M r .  MAY, you i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  you were 
absen t  from Quang Ngai du r ing  t h e  T e t  o f f e n s i v e .  
Were you o u t  of  t h e  a r e a  f o r  RbR? 

A. I w a s  o u t  of t h e  a r e a  on a A I D  r e c r u i t i n g  
t r i p ,  which was coupled w i t h  about  a week's  annual  
l e a v e  a t  t h e  conc lus ion  of t h e  r e c r u i t i n g  t r i p .  

Q For what p e r i o d  of t ime were you o u t  of 
Vietnam? 

A. Tha t  w a s  35 days ,  from 1 3  January  t o  15 February,  
s e v e r a l  days of which were s i t t i n g  o u t  i n  Manila t r y i n g  
t o  g e t  i n t o  Vietnam, I t  w a s  s t i l l  ha rd  t o  g e t  a p l ane  
i n  t h e r e ,  a commercial p l ane .  

Q =  And you r e t u r n e d  t o  Vietnam around 1 5  February? 

A. That  's c o r r e c t .  - -

Q. And have you b e f o r e  you your  i t i n e r a r y  
d u r i n g  t h i s  p e r i o d ?  

A. Pardon? 

Q Have you b e f o r e  you your i t i n e r a r y ?  

A. From January 1 3 t h  up u n t i l  t h e  t ime  I l e f t  
Vietnam, yes .  I p i eced  it o u t  because I wanted t o  f i r m  
up i n  my mind the e x t e n t  t o  which I w a s  p h y s i c a l l y  p r e s e n t  
and a v a i l a b l e  t o  t h e  members of  my team, and t o  o t h e r s ,  
and the e x t e n t  t o  which Colonel  G U I N N  and o t h e r s  might 
a t t empt  t o  c a r r y  t h e  b a l l .  

Q For  t h e  months of  March and A p r i l  1968, 
what have you found as t o  your movement? 
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A. A good a r t i l l e r y  o f f i c e r ,  very dapable  of keeping 
d i s t r i c t  headqua r t e r s  from be ing  overrun.  

Q This  w a s  L i eu t enan t  Colonel  GAVIN? 

A. Y e s .  I t h i n k  he  was a major a t  t h e  t ime .  H e  may 
have been j u s t  promoted. H e  asked t o  be  approved f o r  an ex-
t e n s i o n  of t o u r  and I made a recommendation t h a t  h i s  o f f e r  
t o  ex tend  be accep ted .  H e  was n o t  s o  h o t ,  f r a n k l y ,  on t h e  
c i v i l  development s i d e ,  b u t  we had Red Cross r e fugee  teams ,  
c i v i l i a n  r e fugee  e x p e r t s  i n  Quang Ngai. The Son Tinh was 
p r i m a r i l y  a m i l i t a r y  problem. And s o  he  had ,  t o  a cons ider -

I 
a b l e  e x t e n t ,  t h e  t y p e  of q u a l i t i e s  t h a t  w e  needed f o r  t h a t  
job. And t h e  c i v i l  s i d e ,  M r .  S I T T I G ,  whose name I mentioned,  
handled ,  p l u s  i t ' s  j u s t  a c r o s s  t h e  r i v e r  from Quang Ngai C i ty .  
A l l  t h e  a s s e t s  a r e  nearby f o r  t h e  c i v i l  s i d e .  

Q W e l l ,  M r .  SITTIG i s  t h e  one who worked wi th  Major 
GAVIN i n  r e l a t i o n s  w i th  t h e  d i s t r i c t  c h i e f ?  

A. T h a t ' s  r i g h t .  They had t r o u b l e  on t h a t  team. I ' l l  
be very f rank  w i t h  you. GAVIN w a s  n o t  t h e  most popula r  guy 
among h i s  team members and d i d n ' t  always d e l e g a t e  o r  encourage 
i n i t i a t i v e  and s o  on. The usua l  b i t c h e s  you g e t  on a sma l l  
team of people  t h a t  a r e  l i v i n g  t o g e t h e r  f o r  2 4  hours  a 

I 
day.  I t h i n k  I r a t e d  GAVIN somewhere around t h e  middle of 
SLX of our  s e n i o r  d i s t r i c t  a d v i s o r s .  I

il 

Q Did you know Capta in  RODRIGUEZ? 

A. Y e s ,  n o t  w e l l ,  b u t  somewhat. 

Q What w a s  your e v a l u a t i o n  o f h i m ?  

A. H i s  p e r s o n a l  q u a l i t i e s  ba lanced  t h o s e  o f  GAVIN. 
H e  g o t  a long  w e l l  w i t h  o t h e r  pnople on t h e  team, and h e  w a s  
more p e r c e p t i v e  i n  t h e  non-secur i ty  a r e a  of  a c t i v i t i e s .  I 
t h i n k  h e ' s  a good s o l d i e r  t o o ,  but-,-

10:  ( ~ n t e r p o s i n g )  Did he  speak Vietnamese? 

A. I d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  s o .  I f  he  d i d ,  h e  d i d n ' t  speak 
very much. 

APP T-136 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

MR MACCRATE: Did you know L ieu tenan t  TAN, t h e  d i s t r i c t  c h i e f ?  

A. No, I d i d n ' t .  I may have met him once ,  b u t  I 
wou ldn ' t  have recognized him i f  I m e t  him someplace e l s e  i n  
t h e  prov ince .  I would have recognized him i f  I r , . s t  him a t  
d i s t r i c t  h e a d q u a r t e r s ,  something t o  g i v e  me a c l u e  a s  t o  
who h e  was. 

Q Which members of your p rov ince  and d i s t r i c t  teams,  
r e f e r r i n g  s p e c i f i c a l l y  t o  Son Tinh D i s t r i c t ,  had language 
f a c i l i t y  i n  Vietnamese? 

A.  To t h e  b e s t  of my knowledge and b e l i e f ,  M r .  
SITTIG would be  t h e  only  one t h a t  had any language f a c i l i t y ,  
and h i s  was n o t  ou t s t and ing .  Bob RESSEGUIE--who i n  connec t ion  
w i t h  some of t h e  r e fugee  o p e r a t i o n s ,  moving people  o u t  of 
t h e  Batangan Peninsu la  t o  Phuc Tinh--his Vietnamese was q u i t e  
good f o r  an American, s o  he  could communicate w i t h  people  
w e l l .  

But t h a t ' s  s t i l l  t h e  problem i n  Vietnam. I t h i n k  
w e  have 260  d i s t r i c t s  i n  Vietnam and I t h i n k  about  a hundred 
language- t ra ined  o f f i c e r s  o r  l e s s  t o  d i v i d e  up among them. 
The s i t u a t i o n ' s  b e t t e r  now than  .it w a s  t h e n .  

Q Where on your  c h a r t  does M r .  SITTIG appear?  

A. He d o e s n ' t  appear because I d i d n ' t  l i s t  t h e  whole 
team from each  of t h e s e  d i s t r i c t s .  We had something i n  t h e  
o r d e r  of 150 t o  175  Americans on t h e  team, s o  t h i s  i s  j u s t  
t h e  t o p  s t a f f  h e r e .  S I T T I G  would appear  a s  t h e  c i v i l i a n  on 
t h e  Son Tinh D i s t r i c t  team. A t  t h a t  s p e c i f i c  d a t e ,  I do 
n o t  r e c a l l  whether  he was r e s i d i n g  i n  Quang Ngai and going 
back and f o r t h  d a i l y  t o  Son Tinh t o  work o r  whether h e  w a s  
s t i l l  r e s i d i n g  w i t h  t h e  team a t  n i g h t  i n  d i s t r i c t  head-
q u a r t e r s .  

Q I g a t h e r ,  M r .  MAY,  t h a t  s i n c e  l a s t  f a l l  you've 
been do ing  a l i t t l e  i n v e s t i g a t i n g  y o u r s e l f  and conduct ing a 
l i t t l e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  on your own a s  t o  j u s t  what had gone on 
w i t h i n  and among knowledgeable members of your  p rov ince  
adv i so ry  team. What have you, by v i r t u e  of  speak ing  t o  t h i s  
l a r g e  number of people  t o  whom you 've  r e f e r r e d ,  been a b l e  t o  
uncover s o  f a r  as what took p l a c e  i n  Son My V i l l a g e  i n  March 
o f  1968? 
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A .  W e l l ,  q u i t e  f r a n k l y ,  I wouldn' t t e r m  what I 'm doing 
i n v e s t i g a t i n g .  I would term what I ' m  doing a s  i n q u i r i n g  among 
f r i e n d s  on my team a s  t o  whether t hey  had e v e r  hea rd  anyth ing  
b e f o r e ,  because I 'm--

Q ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  The d i f f e r e n c e  between an i n q u i r y
and an i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  on ly  a lawyer r e a l l y  could draw, and 
I c a n t t  draw it. I t h i n k  t h e y ' r e  two s i d e s  of t h e  same co in .  
You've been a sk ing  q u e s t i o n s ,  and what I ' m  a s k i n g  you is 
what have you found? 

A .  I haven ' t  been t r y i n g  t o  f i n d  o u t  what happened 
t h e r e  because I d o n t t  have t h a t  c a p a b i l i t y .  I expec t  t h a t  
t h i s  committee w i l l  f i n d  o u t  what happened, t h i s  and o t h e r  
o f f i c i a l  committees. But I l i m i t e d  myself t o  r e a l l y  t o  
double-checking a l l  t h e s e  people  whom I ' v e  never  had a chance 
t o  ask be fo re .  "Did you o r  d i d  you n o t  e v e r  h e a r  of  any-
t h i n g  a t  t h a t  t i m e  which would have--which you can now con-
n e c t  w i th  t h i s  i n c i d e n t  t h a t  has r e c e i v e d  s o  much p u b l i c i t y ? "  

Q * W e l l ,  cou ld  any of them, w i th  t h e  b e n e f i t  of  h ind-
s i g h t ,  r e l a t e  something t h a t  they  had hea rd  about  t h e  i n c i -
d e n t ,  a l though t h e i r  i n t e l l i g e n c e  a t  t h e  t ime might  have been 
i n s u f f i c i e n t  t o  permi t  them a connect ion? 

A .  No. Of t h e  people  I t a l k e d  t o ,  none of them, with 
on-e e x c e p t i o n ,  and t h a t  excep t ion  was I t h i n k ,  Ed DILLERY 
ir, (211-nm X T - a i ,  whs tolcl r?.e t h a t  1 d o c u m e ~ tt h a t  t u r z e d  up

uCla* = --?
someplace I n  the n a t u r e  of a r e p o r t  from t h e  Son Tinh Dis-
t r i c t  t e a m  about  the i n c i d e n t .  And u n t i l  t o d a y ,  I never  
s a w  t h a t  document. And I d i d n ' t  know what t h e  subs tance  
of  it. I knew it,  accord ing  t o  DILLERY,  t h a t  o f f i ~ i a l l y  
somebody i n v e s t i g a t i n g  had d i scovered  a document from t h e  
Son Tinh D i s t r i c t  team, d i s q u i e t i n g  something which appeared 
t o  r e l a t e  t o  t h i s  a l l e g e d  i n c i d e n t .  

Q M r .  DILLERY d e s c r i b e d  a Son Tinh D i s t r i c t  team 
r e p o r t  on t h e  i n c i d e n t ?  

A.  H e  s a i d  t h e r e  had been ,  somebody had ,  i n  t h e i r  
s e a r c h i n g  th rough  f i l e s  and s o  o n ,  d i s cove red  t h a t  t h e r e  
w a s  a r e p o r t  from t h e  Son Tinh D i s t r i c t  team, a t  which 
p o i n t  I s a i d  t o  him, "Well,  God damn, t h a t ' s  a h e l l u v a  
n o t e .  I never  saw i t . "  
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Q W e l l ,  d i d  he  i n d i c a t e  where it had been found? 

A. No, he d i d  n o t .  

Q .  Where is M r .  DILLERY today? 

A. I t h i n k  h e ' s  on home l eave  i n  t h e  United S t a t e s .  

Q Do you know where h e  is a t  home? 

A. No, b u t  I b e l i e v e  he  r e s i d e s  i n  t h e  Washington a r e a .  
H i s  family  has  been r e s i d i n g  i n  t h i s  a r e a  w h i l e  he  was i n  
Vietnam. I ' d  l i k e  t o  make one more--

Q - ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Before  you g e t  on wi th  t h i s ,  
l e t  me c l a r i f y  one t h i n g  i n  my mind. 

A. I ' d  l i k e  t o  clarify one on t h a t  f i r s t ,  i f  I 
may, General .  I t h i n k  M r .  DILLERY t o l d  m e  it could  have 
been t h e  c i v i l i a n  i n v e s t i g a t o r  f o r  t h e  Army. I was t a l k i n g  
t o  bo th  of them, and I w a s n ' t  conduct ing an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  i n  
t h e  s e n s e  t h a t  I ' m ,  you know, w r i t i n g  n o t e s  and t r y i n g  t o  p u t  
e v e r y t h i n g  t o g e t h e r .  1 simply l i s t e n e d  a s  I am today ,  and 
I ' m  no t  t a k i n g  n o t e s  o r  anything--so one o f  t h o s e  two g e n t l e -
men, I ' m  9 9  p e r c e n t  s u r e ,  was my source  of t h a t  in format ion .  
T h a t ' s  t h e  f i r s t  t h a t  I had e v e r  heard t h a t  t h e r e  were any 
documentation ob ta ined  in t h i s  t h i n g  t h a t  touched my t e a n  
i n  any way. -

Q When you say t h e  d i s t r i c t  t e a m ,  were t hey  r e f e r r i n g  
t o  t h e  Vietnamese team or were t h e y  r e f e r r i n g  t o  t h e  U.S. 
advisory  team? 

A. "Team" a lways  r e f e r s  t o  Quang Ngai,  t o  o u r  
advisory  team. D i s t r i c t  h e a d q u a r t e r s ,  w e l l  t h a t  ' s V i e t -
namese. The team o r  t h e  advisory  team, t h a t ' s  our  people ,  
ou r  a d v i s o r s .  

MR MACCRATE: What t rans lak ing- -

A .  ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Excuse m e ,  one o t h e r  p o i n t .  I 
want t o  c l a r i f y  an e a r l i e r  s t a t emen t  where you asked me i f  
I l e a r n e d  anyth ing  from t h i s  group of peop le ,  from one of  
t h e  Army o f f i c e r s ,  and I ,can't r e c a l l  which one. I have a 
f e e l i n g  t h a t  it w a s  Major WIZLOUGHEY,  b u t  I ' m  n o t  s u r e  about  
t h a t  and I d o n ' t  want t o  accuse  anybody, b u t ,  an Army o f f i c e r  
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t o l d  me t h a t  he had heard a l o t  of s c u t t l e b u t t  from Chu L a i ,  
i n  and around Chu L a i ,  about some inc iden t  happening down 
i n  e a s t e r n  Son Tinh a t  about t h i s  t ime. I t  was p r e t t y  vague, 
b u t  he s a i d ,  you know, he could now, having read  t h e s e  th ings  
i n  t h e  paper and so  on, could r e c a l l  t h a t  t h e r e  was a cer-
t a i n  amount of s c u t t l e b u t t  c i r c u l a t i n g  around among t h e  
t roops  a t  Chu Lai  a t  t h a t  t ime.  

10: Major WILLOUGHBY, he w a s  t h e  adv i so r  a t  Binh Son? 

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  

MR MACCRATE: Well, is t h e r e  anyone e l s e ,  o t h e r  than Major 
WILLOUGHBY, t h a t  might have been? 

A. It could have been Bob THOMPSON o r  A 1  ROBINSON. 
These a r e ,  were, c i v i l i a n s  on t h e  team, b u t  they  used t o  
run back and f o r t h  from Chu Lai  now and then.  

I 0  : Well, do you remember t h e  circumstances under 
which you were given t h i s  information? 

A. No. I t  w a s  before  I went out--I t h i n k  it was 
before  I went out  to--well t h e  circumstances were a s  soon 
as  t h i s  t h i n g  h i t  t h e  paper and people who knew me and knew 
tKat I had been t h e r e  began t o  ask me i f  I knew about it. 
I said, " N o ,  I d i d n ' t  kncx &out  it, d id  you?" 

Q What I was t a l k i n g  about b a s i c a l l y  i s ,  i f  it 
had been Major WILLOUGHBY, it would seem t h a t  t h e r e  would 
be something s tuck  i n  your mind t h a t  would be a b l e  t o  b r i n g  
you back t o  your d i scuss ion  w i t h  WILLOUGHBY. Was it by 
telephone o r  w a s  it by t a l k i n g  t o  him per sona l ly  o r  ex-

' a c t l y  how it t r a n s p i r e d .  

A. I can j u s t  say t h a t  I t h i n k  it was WILLOUGHBY, 
b u t  t h e  people I just--Thompson, I t a l k e d  t o  i n  washington 
he re  about t h e  same time. He's a f r i e n d ,  and I ' d  l i k e  
t o  be a b l e  t o  say abso lu te ly  it was this one, but  I c a n ' t .  
I t  was i n  Washington, I th ink .  I t  w a s  about t h e  same t i m e  
I t a lked  t o  f i v e  o r  s i x  people on t h i s ,  everybody I could 
f i n d  who w a s  o u t  here.  I f  I knew where they  were I ' d  
pick up t h e  phone o r  I ' d  t a l k  t o  them personally--
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G e t t i n g  t h a t  permiss ion  could be  very e a s y  o r  it 

could  be very d i f f i c u l t ,  b u t  it was very much s i t - 

u a t i o n a l .  Genera l ,  i f  combat was going on,  and t h e  

way I hea rd  it was, i f  you were talcing c a s u a l t i e s  

up t o  5 0  p e r c e n t  o r  something l i k e  t h a t ,  a very h igh  

o r d e r  of c a s u a l t i e s ,  a t  t h a t  p o i n t  you could c a l l  

i n  a r t i l l e r y .  


Now, on t h e  o t h e r  hand,  t h i s  c o n f l i c t e d  

w i t h  what I unders tand  i s  t h e  normal o p e r a t i o n a l  

procedure  up u n t i l  t h a t  t i m e ,  o r  up u n t i l  n e a r l y  

t h a t  t i m e  b e f o r e  t h i n g s  g o t  tough ,  which w a s  i f  you 

w e r e  going t o  go i n t o  an a r e a  which was a h e a v i l y  

f o r t i f i e d  VC b a s e  a r e a ,  why, s o f t e n  it up w i t h  a i r  

and a r t i l l e r y  b e f o r e  you moved i n .  


Batangan w a s  c e r t a i n l y  a s p e c i a l  c a s e  

a t  t h a t  t i m e  because America1 had been t a k i n g  fan- 

t a s t i c  c a s u a l t i e s  i n  mines and booby t r a p s .  Almost 

everyt ime I ' d  s e e  General  YOUNG, General  KOSTER, o r  

anybody from t h a t  o u t f i t ,  t hey  were c r y i n g  t h e  b l u e s  

about  how many dozens of boys had had t h e i r  l e g s  

blown o f f  and s o  on. J u s t  be fo re  t h a t ,  s e v e r a l  oper-  

a t i o n s  had been completed f o r  t h e  purpose of g e t t i n g  

t h e  c i v i l i a n s  o u t  of t h e  a r e a  s o  t h a t  w e  cou ld  c l o s e  

w i t h  t h e  VC w i thou t  g e t t i n g  c i v i l i a n s  i n  between 

them. CAP team up h e r e  ( i n d i c a t i n g )  w a s  t a k i n g  a 

l o t  o f ,  n o t  a l o t ,  b u t  t hey  and t h e i r  PF w e r e  t a k i n g  

sorne c a s u a l t i e s  an3 booby traps down h e r e ,  ( i n d i c a t i n g )  

and they  were g e t t i n g  a l o t  o f  r e fugees  from t h i s  

a r e a  ( i n d i c a t i n g )  who were walking up t h e r e  t o  g e t  

i n  t h i s  p e n i n s u l a  ( i n d i c a t i n g )  , which w a s  s e c u r e .  

But t h e s e  r e fugees  were running i n t o  mines and booby 

t r a p s  because t h e  VC were l a y i n g  for them, t o o .  They 

d i d n ' t  want t o  come o u t ,  so t h e  America1 loaned  some 

t a n k s  and v a r i o u s  o t h e r  t ypes  of heavy equipment t o  

go down h e r e  ( i n d i c a t i n g )  and c l e a r  a pa th  as it 

were ,  s o  t h e  people  could  fo l low one of t h o s e  with- 


,o u t  g e t t i n g  blown up coming back.  

But when t h e  ROK Marines p u i i e d  o u t ,  and 

one of ou r  problems h e r e  t o  a c e r t a i n  e x t e n t  was t h a t  

t h e s e  guys would run back and f o r t h  between t h e  A0 o f  

ARVN and t h e  ROK Marines,  and I would s a y ,  whichever 

it was--
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I was somewhat s u r p r i s e d  and shocked when 
I discovered t h a t  i n  f a c t  t h e r e  were a f f i d a v i t s ,  t h a t  
t h e  weight of evidence w a s  such t h a t  although I do 
not  know t h e  d e t a i l s  and circumstances,  t h e r e ' s  no 
doubt i n  my mind now t h a t  some type of unusual i n c i -  
dent  occurred t h e r e  i n  which many c i v i l i a n s  were 
k i l l e d .  Tnd an explanat ion  is i n  o rde r ,  and I f e e l  
t h a t  somehow I should have heard about it. So my 
i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  have convinced me that lack of know- 
ledge, however, seems t o  have been r a t h e r  genera l ;  
from t h e  documents you've shown me, n o t  q u i t e  a s  , 	 genera l  a s  I had thought it was. But an i n c r e d i b l e  
number of people i n  widely varying p o s i t i o n s ,  a number 
of whom very poss ib ly  would have enjoyed ob ta in ing  
information of t h i s  s o r t  because it may suppor t  some 
of t h e i r  p re jud ices  o r  preconceived i d e a s ,  d i d n ' t  
hea r  of it e i t h e r .  

I d o n ' t  know how much you know, and i t ' s  
not  your bus iness  t o  exp la in  t o  me a11 of the d e t a i l s  
t h a t  you know, s o  I can r e a l l y  only respond t o  your 
ques t ions  and t r y  t o  understand t h e  t h r u s t  of t h e  
inqui ry ,  and make a v a i l a b l e  what appears t o  be r e l evan t .  
I w i l l  cont inue t o  th ink  about t h i s  and t r y  t o  r e c o l l e c t .  
There a r e  a few th ings  t h a t  I might add which I th ink  
might be h e l p f u l .  Without going i n t o  the  d e t a i l s ,  
I would l i k e  t o  s t r e s s  again t h a t  you--considering 
a s i t u a t i o n  i n  Quang Ngai Province as  of t h a t  date-- 
I th ink  i t ' s  very important f o r  anybody cons ider ing  
it t o  review t h e  t o t a l  s e c u r i t y  s i t u a t i o n  a t  t h a t  
t ime, n o t  j u s t  of U.S. Armed Forces,  b u t  of a l l  the 
fo rces  involved and a l l  t h e  c i v i l i a n s  and a l l  t h e  
r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s ,  both nongovernmental a s  w e l l  a s  govern-
mental. The p r i o r i t i e s  of t h e  problems wi th  which 
various people were tasked a t  t h a t  t ime, because 
I g e t  a l i t t l e  b i t  of a f e e l i n g  t h a t  t h i s  may n o t  
be f u l l y  apprec ia ted  by those  looking i n  on t h e  case.  

Q- I remember t h i s  perhaps b e t t e r  than  you 
do. 

A .  I ' m  s u r e  you do, General. What I ' m  saying  
i s  t h a t  I t r u s t  t h a t  t h i s  w i l l  appear f u l l y  i n  the 
r e p o r t .  
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Q Y e s ,  w e ' r e  t a k i n g  a t o t a l  view o f  a l l  of 
Vietnam, b u t  w e ' r e  making a focus  on I Corps and 
Quang Ngai Province as  p e r t a i n s  t o  t h e  immediate 
pos t -Te t  p e r i o d .  

A. We're running r e a l  hard  j u s t  t o  hang o n ,  
and t h e n  t o  t r y  and b u i l d  back ,  t o  t r y  and persuade ,  
on t h e  c i v i l  s i d e ,  f o r  example, t h e y ' r e  t r y i n g  t o  
persuade t h e  Quakers t o  come back and run  t h a t  a r t i -
f i c i a l  limb c e n t e r ;  t o  persuade t h e  I V S  team n o t  t o  
c u t  and run ;  t o  g e t  t h e  Vietnam C h r i s t i a n  S e r v i c e  
s o c i a l  w e l f a r e  people  t o  come back and s o  on;  t o  
t r y  and make a d e c i s i o n  as t o  whether o u r  female 
n u r s e s  and s t a f f  would be evacuated and r e p l a c e d  
someday, i f  e v e r ,  by males;  o r  simply evacua ted  and 
f o r g e t  it. Many, many problems s u r f a c e  t h e r e :  how 
t o  g e t  t h o s e  50-odd RD teams back i n t o  p o s i t i o n  s o  
t h a t  t h e  p a c i f i c a t i o n  p l a n  could beg in  t o  g e t  s t a r t e d  
aga in .  

Another m a t t e r  t h a t  I would l i k e  t o  mention 
is  t h a t  on January t h e  6th of tha t  y e a r ,  Sena to r  KENNEDY 
and a p a r t y  v i s i t e d  Quang Ngai as a p a r t  o f  a s e r i e s  
of v i s i t s .  Whi le  t h e y  were t h e r e  1 hzd a luncheon in 
my house.  One of  t h e  g u e s t s  from t h e  Vietnam C h r i s t i a n  ., 

S e r v i c e  a l l e g e d  t h a t  U.S. a r t i l l e r y  had s h o t  up a bunch 
o f  c i v i l i a n s  and c i v i l i a n  houses i n  t h e  Nghia Hanh 
D i s t r i c t .  H e  a l l e g e d  a few people  w e r e  k i l l e d ,  a 
few houses des t royed ,  b u t  t h a t  was h i s  a l l e g a t i o n .  
So it was i n  a s e c u r e  area. I had a l r e a d y  r e c e i v e d  
r e p o r t s  from t h e  d i s t r i c t  adv i so r  on t h e  Army i n c i d e n t ,  
and h i s  r e p o r t  d i d n ' t  suppor t  any o f  t h e s e  s ta tements - -
t h a t  people  had been k i l l e d  and houses d e s t r o y e d ,  
b u t  t h e r e  was no U.S. a r t i l l e r y  i n  t h a t  a r e a .  And ou r  
a r t i l l e r y ,  Vietnamese i n  t h i s  c a s e ,  had n o t  k i l l e d  t h e  
people  and des t royed  t h e  houses .  A t  any r a t e ,  unknownest 
t o  me  u n t i l  l a t e r ,  t h e  Sena to r  s e n t  an i n v e s t i g a t o r  
o u t  t h e r e  s e c r e t l y  t h a t  day t o  snoop a round ,  and I 
t h i n k  h e  d i scove red  t h a t  t h e  a l l e g a t i o n s  w e r e  f a l s e ,  
s u f f i c i e n t l y  i n a c c u r a t e  t h a t  we never  hea rd  any th ing  
more from Sena to r  KENNEDY, 
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But w e  went ou t  and checked it t o o  because 
t h e  a l l e g a t i o n  i s  important .  Here 's  a guy who l i v e s  
with us j u s t  a h a l f  block down t h e  s t r e e t ,  r e p r e s e n t s  
an American c i v i l i a n  group of importance, k i n d  of 
"peacenik," bu t  out  t h e r e  working anyway, s o  we, I ,  
doublechecked. I d i d n ' t  t a k e  t h e  word of my d i s t r i c t  
advisor .  I went ou t  with i n t e r p r e t e r s ,  a couple of 
o f f i c e r s  from t h e  team and v e r i f i e d  a l l  t h e  f a c t s .  
And t h e  f r i e n d l y  a r t i l l e r y  had been c a l l e d  i n  by 
our d i s t r i c t  team and had destroyed t h e  school and 
s e v e r a l  o t h e r  t h i n g s ,  government proper ty  which was 
r i g h t  i n  t h e  way of t h e  VC a t t a c k .  The VC a t t a c k  was 
blocked. They d i d n ' t  overrun t h e  d i s t r i c t  headquarters .  
But they d id  drop s a t c h e l  charges i n  a number of s e l e c t e d  
houses i n  t h e  ad jacen t  hamlet. Those houses were 
destroyed and those  were t h e  ones t h a t  a l l e g e d l y  U.S. 
a r t i l l e r y  had destroyed.  But by only t h e  s a t c h e l  
charges because it looks d i f f e r e n t .  You can t e l l ,  
compared, wi th  an a r t i l l e r y  s h e l l ,  bu t  t h e  houses 
were s e l e c t e d .  It was t h e  l o c a l  p o l i c e  c h i e f ,  t h e  
RD cadre c h i e f ,  and s o  on. I t  was no t  j u s t  a row 
of houses on t h e  s t r e e t ,  one by one, it was a s e l e c t e d  
bunch. And a few were h i t  by VC mortars .  Again, 
t h e  VC were t h e  only ones t h a t  were using mortars  
i n  c l o s e ,  and it followed r i g h t  up t h e  l i n e  t h a t  
they  walked i n t o  d i s t r i c t  headquarters .  So I mentioned 
t h i s  simply t o  make t h e  po in t  t h a t  where we had t h e  
c a p a b i l i t y  and where t h e r e  is  an accusa t ion  a g a i n s t  
our f o r c e s ,  a g a i n s t  our country t h e r e ,  we would in-
ves t i g a t e .  

Now obviously,  t h i s  is n o t  a t o t a l l y  analogous 
s i t u a t i o n  because Son My would n o t  be i n  our  c a p a b i l i t y  
t o  i n v e s t i g a t e ,  because i t ' s  i n  a VC-controlled area .  
But we would c e r t a i n l y  have d iscussed  t h e  ma t t e r  wi th  
General YOUNG o r  General KOSTER, probably General 
YOUNG. He's t h e  one I saw s e v e r a l  t imes a week. 
He'd f l y  i n  and s e e  us s e v e r a l  t imes a week, p r e c i s e l y  
t o  handle problems, whether it w a s  a t ruck  running 
over somebody o r  a couple of c i v i c  ac t ion  p r o j e c t s  
t h a t  they were doing f o r  t h e  province c h i e f .  W e  
were f a c i l i t a t i n g  t h e  s e l e c t i o n ,  t h e  l o c a t i o n ,  t h e  
s u p p l i e s ,  and s o  on. 
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So w i t h  t h a t  connec t ion ,  I would urge 
you t o  t a l k  t o  one o r  more r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  of  t h e s e  
nongovernment c i v i l i a n  agenc ies  who l i v e d  i n  Quang 
Ngai, and i n  almost  every  ca se  they  had one o r  more 
c i v i l i a n s  who spoke t h e  language f l u e n t l y .  They 
had c o n t a c t s  w i t h  t h e  l o c a l  p o p u l a t i o n ,  and I won ' t  
go s o  f a r  a s  t o  say  they  had VC c o n t a c t s ,  b u t  some 
of them had c o n t a c t s  w i t h  people  who w e r e n ' t  very  
f r i e n d l y  toward t h e  GVN and i t s  p o l i c i e s .  L e t ' s  
p u t  it t h a t  way. There a r e  people  who, i n  some cases, 
have been very  openly c r i t i c a l  of o u r  t echn ique  o f  
conduc t ing  w a r f a r e ,  who 've  been o b s e r v a n t ,  l i s t e n -
i n g  t o  complaints  and i n c i d e n t  t h e r e ,  and I t h i n k  
whether t h e y  d i d  o r  d idn ' t  h e a r  of t h i s  d i r e c t l y ,  
i n d i r e c t l y ,  o r  any th ing  t h a t  sounds l i k e  i t ,  it i s  p r e t t y  
r e l e v a n t .  I t ' s  very c l o s e .  

MR MACCRATE': D i d  you know Dorothy WELLER t h e r e ?  

A. Y e s ,  I d i d .  Not w e l l ,  b u t  s h e ' s  w i t h  t h e  
Quaker team, I b e l i e v e .  

-* 

Q When d i d  she  r e t u r n  t o  t h e  a r e a ?  

A. I t h i n k  she r e t u r n e d ,  I ' m  n o t  s u r e  whether  
she  went back t h e r e  by t h a t  d a t e  o r  n o t .  The Quakers 
w e r e  away, I t h i n k ,  about  2 months b e f o r e  t h e y  came 
back.  And t h e n  a couple  of t h e  men came back f i r s t ,  
S teve  ERENTON, J o e  CLARK. 

Q Among t h o s e  on your l i s t  t h a t  you spoke
w i t h  is Dr. John CONNELLY. Did he have s p e c i a l  re -
s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  w i t h  r e s p e c t  t o  t h e  Quang Ngai h o s p i t a l ?  

A. D r .  CONNELLY w a s  our  s e n i o r  medical  a d v i s o r .  
H e  had about  30  people  on t h e  medical  team. The c i v i l  
h o s p i t a l  w a s ,  excep t  f o r  nu-rses and--was r e a l l y  run by 
Americans. I mean eve ry  ward there--an American n u r s e  
on t h a t  ward. And a l l  of t h e  o p e r a t i o n s  were conducted 
by American surgeons .  There w e r e n ' t  any Vietnamese 
surgeons ,  and w e  were t h e  on ly  people  who had people  
capable  of c a r i n g  f o r  p e d i a t r i c s .  So t h i s  team knew 
of every  c a s u a l t y  t h a t  came i n t o  t h e  c i v i l  h o s p i t a l .  
I n  f a c t  they p e r s o n a l l y  t r e a t e d  most o f  them. 

( m y1 51 APP T-136 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

Q D r .  CONNELLY headed t h e  team? 

A. He was t h e  head of t h e  team. 

Q. Did he have any knowledge of any s p e c i a l
number of c a s u a l t i e s  coming i n  a t  t h i s  time from t h i s  
a rea?  Was he ab le  t o  determine whether o r  no t  t h e r e  
had been a--

A. ( In te rpos ing)  I was n o t  a b l e  t o  t a l k  
d i r e c t l y  t o  D r .  CONNELLY, and h e ' s  i n  Indiana some-
p lace .  I could c a l l  him up, bu t  I d i d n ' t .  I t ' s  
no t  important  enough t o  me t o  make a long d i s t a n c e  
phone c a l l .  I ' v e  been t a k i n g  advantage of o p p o r t u n i t i e s  
t o  t a l k  t o  people,  b u t  I h a v e n ' t  made any s p e c i a l  t r i p s  
o r  made any long d i s t a n c e  phone c a l l s .  But from h i s  
predecessor ,  wi th  whom I have been i n  con tac t  and who 
saw D r .  CONNELLY j u s t  a few days ago, they  had d i s -
cussed t h i s  a t  g r e a t  l eng th  and D r .  CONNELLY w a s  n o t  
aware of anything. 

Now I l i v e d  wi th ,  i n  my house, a male 
nurse who served  i n  t h e  h o s p i t a l  t h e r e  f o r  two and 
a h a l f  yea r s .  And everyday when h e ' d  come home t o  
lunch o r  d inner  we a t e  t o g e t h e r  unless  I went ou t  
someplace. Despi te  h i s  low rank he was f r equen t ly  
p r e s e n t  when I had r a t h e r  important  v i s i t o r s  because 
hetwas a member of t h e  household and a good man. 
H e  w o d d  always t e l l  m e  on h i s  medical s i d e  when 
t h e r e  had been a r e a l  rough o p e r a t i o n ,  when t h e r e  
were a l o t  of c i v i l i a n  c a s u a l t i e s ,  because they  dropped 
r i g h t  i n  h i s  l a p  t h e r e ,  inc luding  Saturdays and Sundays. 
So I r e a l l y  hadlmany d i f f e r e n t  ways. I f  information 
d i d n ' t  come one way, it came another  way, bu t  normally 
it came i n  a l l  d i r e c t i a n s ,  and i n  t h e  b r i e f i n g  we'd 
know t h e r e  was an opera t ion  someplace, and 18 ,  2 4 ,  
36  hours l a t e r ,  why most of t h e  c a s u a l t i e s  would 
have come i n ,  even from deep i n  VC t e r r i t o r y  because 
they  had no p lace  e l s e  t o  go, and it was w e l l  known 
t h a t  a t  t h e  province h o s p i t a l ,  nobody asked ques t ions .  
They took ca re  of you f i r s t  and t h e y  r e a l l y  didn ' t  
ever  ask any ques t ions .  Nobody k e p t  book on it. 
I f  a c i v i l i a n  VCI  was captured they  might b r i n g  him 
down i n  i r o n s  o r  something, but  o t h e r  than t h a t  i f  
sombody j u s t  walked i n  t h e  door on t h e i r  own, why it 
was j u s t  another  p a t i e n t .  
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Q You've been most h e l p f u l  t o  u s ,  i n  some 
r e s p e c t s ,  i n  g iv ing  us names of o t h e r  i n d i v i d u a l s  
t o  query.  You should know t h a t  we a r e  d i r e c t i n g  t h a t  
our  m i l i t a r y  personnel n ~ tdiscuss  t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  
and t h e i r  testimony with o t h e r s .  We c a n ' t  n e c e s s a r i l y  
d i r e c t ,  bu t  we can reques t  t h a t  you do no t  e i t h e r  
d i r e c t l y  o r  i n d i r e c t l y  d i scuss  t h i s  ma t t e r  with o t h e r s ,  
inc luding  t h e  My Lai i n c i d e n t  i t s e l f ,  t h e  subsequent 
i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  o r  t h e  substance of  t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  

A .  I w i l l  honor t h a t  r e q u e s t ,  genera l .  Can 
I make one more add i t ion  here?  I would l i k e  t o  
s t r e s s  what i n  my mind i s  on t h e  command l e v e l  of 
t h e  America1 Divis ion:  t h e i r  g r e a t  i n t e r e s t  i n  re -
ducing c i v i l i a n  c a s u a l t i e s .  I had many t a l k s  over  
some months with General KOSTER and General YOUNG, 
r e fe rence  t o  what we c a l l e d  a f o r t i f i e d  v i l l a g e  con-
c e p t  and l a t e r  a safe-haven v i l l a g e  concept.  A f t e r  
r a t h e r  d e t a i l e d  d i scuss ions  of t h i s  over  some per iod  
of t ime,  I was promised t h e i r  t o t a l  suppor t ,  cont ingent  
upon t h e  province c h i e f s  and t h e  d i s t r i c t  c h i e f s  
suppor t ing  t h e  p r i n c i p a l  and asking f o r  such suppor t .  
This  technique ,  procedure,  was p r imar i ly  aimed a t  
c r e a t i n g  a s i t u a t i o n  where we could g e t  a t  t h e  VC 
wi th  maximum e f f e c t  ,on t h e  one hand. On t h e  o t h e r  
h a i d  whei-E the  p e o ~ l z :woiild bs zpai-t for th~ifi,aild 
i n c i d e n t s  i n  which combat caught c i v i l i a n s  i n  t h e  
c e n t e r ,  otherwise i n  t h e  c r o s s f i r e ,  would be of much 
r a r e r  occurrence.  I ' m  p leased  t o  s e e  i n  my v i s i t  
back t o  Quang Ngai t h a t  t h e r e  a r e  f i v e  or s i x  of t h e s e  
i n  opera t ion  now. 

Q You're r e f e r r i n g  t o  such p r o j e c t s  a s  t h e  
Son My model v i l l a g e  and t h i n g s  of t h i s  category? 

A. Son T r a  hamlet w a s  t h e  f i r s t  one of  t h i s  
t ype .  I t  was a c t u a l l y  generated be fo re  t h i s  technique 
was developed. 

Q. On Highway 58? 
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A .  Right  h e r e  ( i n d i c a t i n g  on t h e  c o r n e r  of t h e  Song 
Tra  Bong River)  on t h e  bay h e r e  sou th  of Chu La i .  People 
i n  a11 t h e s e  hamlets  o u t  h e r e  were w a i t i n g  s e v e r a l  days ,  
packed up bag and baggage. Much o f  t h e i r  houses  t hey  
would c a r r y  w i t h  them. W e  moved them i n t o  an a r e a  which 
w e  could p r o t e c t ,  w e  t h o u g h t ,  u n t i l  t h e  VC o v e r r a n  it 
about  6 months l a t e r .  But t h a t  was a VC a t r o c i t y .  

Q. Your d i s c u s s i o n s  wi th  General  KOSTER and General  
YOUNG, d i d  t h e y  t a k e  p l a c e  b e f o r e  t h i s  i n c i d e n t  o r  a f t e r  t h i s  
i n c i d e n t ?  

A. I have n o t  s een  e i t h e r  General  KOSTER o r  General  
YOUNG, no r  t a l k e d  t o  them s i n c e  sometime i n  May 1 9 6 8 ,  
b e f o r e  I l e f t  Vietnam. 

Q W e l l ,  my q u e s t i o n  was whether t h e s e  d i s c u s s i o n s  
t h a t  you had w i t h  them i n  South Vietnam--

A .  ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  When you s a i d  " t h e s e ,  " y o u ' r e  
r e f e r r i n g  t o  t h e  ones  I 've  j u s t  been t a l k i n g  about?  

Q N o .  You asked t o  make an a d d i t i o n a l  s t a t e m e n t  
about  General  KOSTER and General  YOUNG and t h e  America1 D i -
v i s i o n ' s  concern f o r  p r o t e c t i n g  noncombatants. My q u e s t i o n  
was, d i d  t h e s e  d i s c u s s i o n s  w i t h  General  KOSTER and General  
YOUNG o r  any o t h e r  s e n i o r  o f f i c e r s  from t h e  Americal  D iv i s ion  
t a k e  p l a c e  b e f o r e  16 March o r  d i d  t hey  t a k e  p l a c e  a f t e r  
1G--March? 

A. They took p l a c e  s u b s t a n t i a l l y  b e f o r e  16 March, 
s e v e r a l  months b e f o r e ,  and they  cont inued  o v e r  a consid-
e r a b l e  p e r i o d  of t i m e .  U l t ima te ly ,  t h i s  g r e a t  p rocedure  
went up t o  Saigon f o r  anointment  on t h a t  l e v e l ,  and g o t  
s h o t  down e x c e p t  f o r  a couple  of  p i l o t  p r o j e c t s  which w e  
w e r e  p e r m i t t e d  t o  implement because it was a d e v i a t i o n  
from t h e  s t a n d a r d  procedure  i n  t h e  RD program f o r  t h a t  y e a r ,  
and they  d i d n ' t  want t o  d e v i a t e  very f a r .  But t h e  s u b s t a n t i a l  
d i s c u s s i o n  and t h e  agreement and s o  on occu r red  w e l l  b e f o r e  
the 1 8  March d a t e .  

Q DO you have anyth ing  f u r t h e r  you 'd  l i k e  t o  add? 

A .  NO, s i r .  

I0: This  h e a r i n g  w i l l  r e c e s s  a t  t h i s  t i m e .  

(The h e a r i n g  r e c e s s e d  a t  1700 h o u r s ,  1 2  January  
1970.) 
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(The h e a r i n g  reconvened a t  1404 h o u r s ,  1 7  February 
1970.) 

I0: The h e a r i n g  w i l l  come t o  o r d e r .  

RCDR : The fo l lowing  persons  a r e  p r e s e n t :  LTG PEERS, 
MR WEST, MR MACCRATE, COL FRANKLIN, and MAJ LYNN. 

The h e a r i n g  r e c a l l s  M r .  MAY. 

(MR MAY w a s  r e c a l l e d  a s  a  w i t n e s s ,  was reminded 
t h a t  he was s t i l l  under o a t h  and t e s t i f i e d  as fo l lows  :) 

I0: Since  we l a s t  t a l k e d  t o  you we 've  g o t t e n  q u i t e  a 
b i t  of i n fo rma t ion  and we have t a l k e d  t o  a l a r g e  number of 
people .  W e  a l s o  have assembled some a d d i t i o n a l  documents. 
So we perhaps  know a  l i t t l e  b i t  more about t h i s  s i t u a t i o n  
t h a n  when we p r e v i o u s l y  t a l k e d  t o  you. One of t h e  t h i n g s  w e  
want t o  do toGay i s  t o  t r y  t o  f i l l  i n  some of  t h e  gaps and 
a l s o  t o  expand upon some of t h e  tes t imony which you have 
g iven  be£o r e .  

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  

Q . SQ t h a t t s  t h e  purpose c f  s s k i z g  here today.
You know M r .  MACCRATE on my l e f t ?  --

-A. Y e s ,  s i r .  

Q. M r .  WEST on my r i g h t .  

A. No, w e  h a v e n ' t  met. 

Q. M r .  WEST i s  an a s s i s t a n t  g e n e r a l  counse l  of  t h e  
Department of t h e  A m y  and t h e  deputy of  t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  
On my r i g h t  i s  Colonel  FRANKLIN who has  been appoin ted  a s  an 
a s s i s t a n t  by t h e  O f f i c e  of t h e  Chief o f  S t a f f ,  General  WEST- 
MORELAND. M r .  MACCRATE w i l l  l e a d  o f f  t h e  q u e s t i o n s  t h i s  a f t e r -  
noon and any of t h e s e  gentlemen ox myself may fo l low w i t h  
some q u e s t i o n s .  

A. yes, - sir.  
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MR MACCRATE: M r .  MAY, it would be h e l p f u l  t o  us i f  you 
w i l l  f i rs t  t u r n  t o  t h e  d a t e s  o f  your  absence from Quang 
Ngai Province i n  March and A p r i l  1968. You i n d i c a t e d  
absences  t o  Danang a t  t h e  middle o f  March, t h e  end of 
March and t h e n  i n  A p r i l ,  e a r l y  i n  t h e  month t o  Danang 
and Saigon,  l a t e r  i n  t h e  month Danang then  Saigon and a t  
t h e  end of  A p r i l  Danang. I was wondering i f  you cou ld  
g i v e  us a l i t t l e  g r e a t e r  d e t a i l  a s  t o  t h e  p e r i o d s  of 
your  absence i n  t h e s e  c a s e s ?  

A. Y e s ,  s u r e .  15 January--

Q • ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  I t h i n k  we can s t a r t  w i t h  t h e  
middle o f  March f o r  o u r  purposes .  

A. 1 3  t o  1 6  March, TDY Danang and Saigon.  

Q T o  Danang and Saigon? 

A. Y e s .  

Q Could you g i v e  us your  approximate t i m e  of 
d e p a r t u r e  and t i m e  o r  r e t u r n ?  

A. W e l l ,  I t h i n k  I have t h a t  l i s t e d  h e r e  on t h i s  
pape r ,  which I b e l i e v e  I gave you a copy, d i d  I n o t ?  I 
thoaght  I gaoe you a copy. 

(Witness hands I0 copy of document l a t e r  r e c e i v e d  
i n  evidence as E x h i b i t  M-127. ) 

I was i n  t h e  p roces s  o f  n e g o t i a t i n g  i n  Saigon 
f o r  my c l e a r a n c e  and arrangements t h e r e  p e r t a i n i n g  t o  
a r r a n g i n g  f o r  permiss ion  t o  marry a Vietnamese n a t i o n a l  and 
c a r r y i n g  o u t  t h e  l o c a l  arrangements i n  t h a t  s e c t i o n  once 
t h e  a u t h o r i z a t i o n  w a s  ob t a ined .  That  was one o f  t h e  r e a -
sons  t h a t  I proceeded t o  Saigon,  TDY Danang, t o  Saigon,  
excep t  on some occas ions  you c a n ' t  g e t  t o  Saigon excep t  
through Danang on t h e  CORDS t r a n s p o r t a t i o n .  Well you 
can,  b u t  i t ' s  s lower .  I t ' s  always a p p r o p r i a t e  t o  go 
through t h e  r e g i o n a l  o f f i c e  and check o u t  and check back 
i n  s o  t h a t  people  n o t  on ly  know y o u ' r e  going b u t  t h e y  have 
a chance t o  d e b r i e f  you and r e b r i e f  you t h e  moment you 
come i n  and go o u t .  
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Q W e l l ,  I t h i n k  t h i s  i s  very h e l p f u l ,  t h i s  l i s t  
you 've  provided us.  

A. I have in-country  t r a v e l  o r d e r s  which covers  my 
t r a v e l  g e n e r a l l y ,  and I have t h e  vouchers which p a i d  me f o r  
t h e  p a r t i c u l a r  absences .  These show t h a t  they  were approved 
by my s u p e r v i s o r ,  M r .  QUALLS and subsequent ly  M r .  CROSS who 
were t h e  deputy CORDS i n  Danang. I might add t h a t  one o f  
t h e  t r i p s  I s p e n t  t h e  n i g h t  w i th  M r .  COLBY i n  Saigon d i scuss -
i n g  some of t h e  problems we had t h e r e .  The m a j o r i t y  of 
what we t a l k e d  about was my t o u r  of d u t y ,  how long  I was 
going t o  s t a y ,  and when I was going t o  go,  and p a r t i c u l a r i l y  
t h e  problem of succes s ion  on t h e  Quang Ngai team. L ieu tenan t  
Colonel  G U I N N ' s  t o u r  of duty  a l s o  exp i r ed  about t h e  same t i m e  
mine d i d ,  and f o r  reasons  of ma in t a in ing  c o n t i n u i t y  it d i d n ' t  
make s e n s e  t h a t  t h e  two p r i n c i p a l  l e a d e r s  on a team shoud 
d e p a r t  a t  t h e  same t ime .  

Q When was t h i s  d i s c u s s i o n ?  

A. I wou ldn ' t  be a b l e  t o  d e f i n e  e x a c t l y  F J ~ F C ~one of 
t h e s e  d a t e s  it i s .  I might be  a b l e  t o  look t h r o u g h t  my note -
book and p i n  it down i f  you f e e l  t h a t  i t ' s  r e l e v a n t ,  as t o  
which one of  t h e s e  it i s .  

Q- W e l l ,  I was j u s t  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  it from t h e  p o i n t  
of view of f i x i n 9  t h e  e v e n t s  and t i m e s ,  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  any-. 
t h i n g  r e l a t e d  t o  t h a t .  Was t h e r e  some d i s c u s s i o n  between ---
you and Colonel  G U I N N  a s  t o  which one would l e a v e  f i r s t ?  

A.  No, n o t  a t  a l l ,  because on t h e  m i l i t a r y  c i r c u i t  
as I unders tand  it ,  t h e  t o u r  of duty  i s  a very  f i x e d  f a c t o r  
and t h e r e  i s n ' t  any n e g o t i a t i o n  a s  it w e r e .  H i s  t o u r  of 
du ty  was up a t  a c e r t a i n  t ime.  Arrangements had been made 
for  two d i f f e r e n t  ass ignments ,  b u t  I never  hea rd  any d i s -
cus s ion  of him be ing  asked t o  s t a y  l o n g e r .  The d i s c u s s i o n s  
I had w i t h  M r .  COLBY and t h e  DEPCORDS i n  Danang was i n  re -
f e r e n c e  t o  g e t t i n g  my replacement  t o  come a l i t t l e  b i t  
e a r l y .  

Q I s e e .  

A. As  it s o  happens,  t h e  replacement  u l t i m a t e l y  
s e l e c t e d  was t h e  DSA i n  P l e i k u .  H e  w a s n ' t  a b l e  t o  l e a v e  
there u n t i l  a ,  week o r  s o  a f t e r  I had depa r t ed  from Quang Ngai. 
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Q. W e  have spoken t o  M r .  BURKE. With r e s p e c t  t~ 
t h e  procedure  i n  p r e p a r i n g  your monthly r e p o r t s ,  d i d  you 
a t t empt  t o  b r i n g  t o g e t h e r  any r e p o r t  of c i v i l i a n  c a s u a l t i e s ?  

A. I d i d  n o t .  I have wi th  me h e r e  a copy of  a l e t t e r  
i n  t h e  n a t u r e  of a r e p o r t ,  a p o r t i o n  of a l e t t e r  s igned  by a 
D r .  John CONNELLY. I b e l i e v e  you have t a l k e d  t o  him. Th i s  
i s  simply a l i s t i n g  of t h e  admissions t o  t h e  prov ince  hosp i -
t a l .  A c e r t a i n  number of them are c a t e g o r i z e d  as b e i n g  c i v i -
l i a n  war c a s u a l t i e s .  But t o  be  d i s t i n g u i s h e d  from o t h e r  
c i v i l i a n s  t h a t  have been through t h e  h o s p i t a l ,  t h e s e  have 
never  been subca t ego r i zed  i n  any formal f a sh ion  which I ' m  
aware of by anybody. Nor was t h e r e  any d i r e c t i v e  such as 
t h a t .  The b e l i e f  t h a t  I have w a s  confirmed t h i s  morning 
when Sena tor  BURBANK'S committee asked a s imilar  t y p e  
q u e s t i o n  of Ambassador COLBY. He s a i d  "Yes, w e  have t h e  
f i g u r e s  on t h e  admiss ions  t o  t h e  h o s p i t a l  and how many are 
war c a s u a l t i e s .  " They s a i d  "Well,  can you break t h o s e  w a r  
c a s u a l t i e s  down, as t o  how many f r i e n d l y ,  how many VC?" 
He s a i d ,  "We have no breakdown. S i r ,  we c a n ' t  g e t  one.  
That  s o r t  of i n fo rma t ion  i s  d e f i n i t e l y  unob ta inab le .  " 

Q What? A b reak  down of c i v i l i a n s ,  f r i e n d l y  and 
VC? 

A. The t h r u s t  of t h e  q u e s t i o n  w a s  n o t  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  
cdmplexion of t h e  i n d i v i d u a l ,  b u t  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  complexion 
of t he  b u l i e t  or  tile bonb Ynat m a i r n e d  h i m .  Tha t  is what 
t h e  d i s c u s s i o n  w a s  about .  -
Q I s e e .  

A. That  i s  n o t  on ly  d i f f i c u l t  t o  de te rmine  r e l i a b l y ,  
b u t  no d i r e c t i v e  has  e v e r  been given by anyone t h a t  I ' v e  
heard  o f ,  o r  a p p a r e n t l y  t h a t  M r .  COLBY has  hea rd  o f ,  t h a t  
i n s t r u c t s  anyone t o  a t t empt  t o  make such a d i f f e r e n t i a t i o n .  

Q What i s  t h e  d a t e  o f  your l e t t e r  from D r .  CONNELLY? 

A. T h i s  i s  somewhat l a t e r  i n  t h e  y e a r ,  15 December 
1 9 6 7 .  

Q Do you have any s i m i l a r  r e p o r t s  f o r  any l a t e r  
p e r i o d  t h a n  t h a t ?  
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A. I do n o t .  I happen t o  have t h i s  document because 
b e f o r e  I l e f t  Quang Ngai I took cop ie s  of  a few sample docu-
ments t o  use a t  t h e  Vietnam t r a i n i n g  c e n t e r .  

Q I f  you would perhaps  l e t  us examine t h a t  a f t e r  
t h i s  s e s s i o n ?  

A. A l l  r i g h t .  

Q When you were absen t  from Quang Ngai f o r  a p e r i o d  
what p rocedure  d i d  you have f o r  be ing  b r i e f e d  upon your re -
t u r n  a s  t o  .events  i n  your absence? 

(MR WALSH e n t e r s  h e a r i n g  room.) 

A. When I re t ,urned I would be  b r i e f e d  promptly and 
d i r e c t l y  i n  a meeting by L ieu tenan t  Colonel  G U I N N ,  who was 
a c t i n g  i n  my absence.  A d d i t i o n a l l y ,  I was u s u a l l y  b r i e f e d  by 
t h e  s e n i o r  c i v i l i a n  o r  by L ieu tenan t  Colonel  BAUER, who was 
t h e  s e n i o r  member o f  t h e  team. The s e n i o r  c i v i l i a n  normal ly  
l i v e d  i n  my house,  s o  a s  soon as I g o t  home we sat down t o -
g e t h e r ,  i f  it was a f t e r  hours  o r  on weekends, o the rwi se  a t  
t h e  o f f i c e .  

I0 : Who would be t h e  s e n i o r  c i v i l i a n ?  

A. I n  t h i s  ca se  M r .  DILLERY w a s  t h e  s e n i o r  c i v i l i a n  
a t  t h a t  t ime.  I t  could have been Colonel  HOLLI\IAN, who worl(&d 
w i t h  us f o r  a p e r i o d  of t ime and t h e n  l a t e r  moved up t o  
r e g i o n a l  a s  t h e  c h i e f  S 3  o f f i c e r .  

MR MACCRATE: Now you i n d i c a t e  when you were w i t h  us on 12 
January  t h a t  you had conducted something of an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  
y o u r s e l f  of t h o s e  who were members of t h e  adv i so ry  team. You 
i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  you spoke wi th  Colonel  G U I N N .  I would l i k e  you 
t o  t e l l  us as b e s t  you can r e c a l l  what Colonel  GUINN t o l d  you 
when you spoke w i t h  him a t  t h a t  t ime?  

A .  Colonel  G U I N N  t o l d  me t h a t  he  had been b e f o r e  t h i s  
committee and t h a t  he had i n s t r u c t i o n s  n o t  t o  d i s c u s s  t h i s  mat-
te r .  H e  f u r t h e r  s a i d  "But of course  you a l r e a d y  know what I 
was quoted a s  s a y i n g  i n  t h e  newspaper." I s a i d  I had hea rd  
about  t h e  a r t i c l e  b u t  I had n o t  s een  a copy of it. I asked 
him t o  f i l l  m e  i n  on t h a t ,  and b r i e f l y  he  d i d .  
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Q Did you speak with him a t  any t ime p r i o r  t o  t h a t  
occasion,  a f t e r  you' d appeared before  t h i s  inqu i ry?  

A .  No, s i r .  I spoke t o  him once subsequent t o  t h a t  
t ime,  j u s t  be fo re  my l a s t  appointment t o  appear he re  was 
cancel led .  I t  turned  out  a t  t h a t  time t h a t  he was scheduled 
t o  appear on t h e  same day so  I s a i d  t h a t  when we f i n i s h e d  our  
testimony we would have lunch toge the r .  Maybe by then  they  
w i l l  be f i n i s h e d  wi th  us and maybe we can t a l k .  A t  any r a t e ,  
we have p l e n t y  of t h i n g s  t o  t a l k  about bes ides  t h i s  i n c i d e n t ,  
s o  why d o n ' t  we have lunch anyway. 

Q I would l i k e  t o  read you a sworn s ta tement  Colonel 
G U I N N  , t h a t  he  gave back i n  May of 1 9  69 . 

"But because of t h e  accusa t ion  made and, a s  I say ,  
because of t h e  se r iousness  of it, I d i d  t a k e  t h e  
information and pass  it t o  Colonel HENDERSON. A t  
t h e  time I d i d n ' t  be l i eve  it. No, I d i d  no t  be-
l i e v e  i t ,  b u t  it d i d  have t o  be checked ou t .  
I know, again I say I know, t h a t  t h e  province 
chief  and t h e  2d ARVN Divis ion commander, a l s o  t h e  
d i v i s i o n  commander of t h e  America1 Divis ion ,  made 
an e f f o r t  t o  i n v e s t i g a t e  and f i n d  o u t  what hap-
pened. I don ' t  know t h e  r e s u l t s  of t h e i r  inves-
t i g a t i o n . "  

--
Now t h i s  r e l a t e s  t o  t h e  event  t h a t  we have reviewed wi th  
you e a r l i e r  and t o  t h e  r e p o r t s  rece ived  by your advisory team 
i n  March and A p r i l  1968. Now s i n c e  w e  spoke wi th  you, w e  
have i n t e r r o g a t e d  Captain RODRIGUEZ. Captain RODRIGUEZ, a s  
you r e c a l l ,  was t h e  a s s i s t a n t  o r  t h e  deputy d i s t r i c t  adv i so r  
of t h e  Son Tinh D i s t r i c t .  Captain RODRIGUEZ informed us 
t h a t  he rece ived  a reques t  from your o f f i c e  f o r  a r e p o r t ,  o r  
f o r  information,  w i t h  r e s p e c t  t o  t h e  province c h i e f ' s  l e t t e r  
of 11 Apr i l .  

I0 : You mean t h e  d i s t r i c t  ch.ief 's l e t t e r ?  

MR MACCRATE; The d i s t r i c t  c h i e f ' s  l e t t e r  t o  t h e  province 
chief  of 11 Apr i l  1968, which we showed you when you were 
here  with us. I t  was i n  response t o  t h a t  r eques t  from your 
o f f i c e  t h a t  he  forwarded t o  your o f f i c e  h i s  s ta tement  da ted  
1 4  Apr i l .  Now, we've a l s o  spoken with t h e  admin i s t r a t ive  
NCO of your o f f i c e ,  you may r e c a l l  h i s  name. 
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A. I know s e v e r a l  names t h e r e .  GRIMES was a s e r g e a n t  
t h e r e  and t h e r e  was a Sergeant--

Q . ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Sergeant  Gates ANGLE was t h e  ad- 
m i n i s t r a t i v e  NCO a t  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  p o i n t  o f  t i m e .  A f t e r  he  
had spoken of -some v i s i t s  t o  t h e  prov ince  headqua r t e r s  h e  was 
asked : 

"Q. You say t h a t  you have t h i s  r e c o l l e c t i o n  t h a t  
sometime du r ing  t h e  month of  A p r i l  Major GAVIN and 
Capta in  RODRIGUEZ were down on something t h a t  happened 
i n  Son My V i l l a g e ?  

"A. Some i n c i d e n t  t h a t  had happened. What it w a s  
I j u s t  d o n ' t  know." 

H e  s a i d :  " A l l  I can s a y ,  s i r ,  i s  t h e  name Son M y  r i n g s  a 
b e l l  because o f ,  I d o n ' t  know, some i n c i d e n t  I may have hea rd  
and Major GAVIN and Capta in  RODRIGUEZ coming down and Colonel  
G U I N N  and M r .  MAY d i scus sed  it. Now what t h e y  d i s c u s s e d  I d o n ' t  
know. I only know t h e  f o u r  of  them s a t  down and t a l k e d  f o r  a 
long t i m e ,  f o r  a  couple  of  days r e a l l y ,  s ir . 'I 

Now t h a t  i s  what Sergeant  ANGLE r e p o r t e d  t o  u s .  Then Major 
EARLE, who w a s  t h e  G2 a d v i s o r  t o  t h e  2d ARVN D i v i s i o n ,  i n  a 
q u e s t i o n  t o  him, I summarized, toward t h e  end o f  h i s  tes t imony 
what he had s a i d ,  i n  t h i s  way : 

"Q. Major EARLE, you have t o l d  us t h a t  you hea rd  
from Colonel  G U I N N  about t h e  VC propaganda l e a f -  
l e t  t h a t  you heard  from Colonel  G U I N N  something-
about  t h e  d i s t r i c t  c h i e f ' s  r e p o r t ,  t h a t  you hea rd  
from Colonel  G U I N N  t h a t  t h e  prov ince  c h i e f  had 
someone looking  i n t o  it, t h a t  you hea rd  from 
Colonel  G U I N N  t h a t  he  w a s  s eek ing  a d d i t i o n a l  i n -  
fo rmat ion  about  t h i s  m a t t e r .  You s a i d  a l l  t h e s e  
t h i n g s  t o  us t h i s  a f t e rnoon?  

"A. Y e s  s ir .  

"Q. I have no ted  them a s  you s a i d  them. Now have 
you any f u r t h e r  r e c o l l e c t i o n  of  what Colonel  G U I N N  
s a i d  t o  you o t h e r  t h a n  t h e s e  t h i n g s  t h a t  you can t e l l  
u s ,  hav ing  hea rd  t h e s e  f i v e  t h i n g s  o f  Colonel  G U I N N ,  
what you d i d ,  any th ing  t h a t  you s a i d  t o  anyone, any-
t h i n g  t h a t  you d i d  about  i t ,  any i n d i c a t i o n  t h a t  
you d i d  anyth ing  o t h e r  t han  j u s t  p u t  it o u t  o f  your  
mind? 

"A. I d i d n ' t  pu t  it o u t  of  my mind. A s  I s a i d ,  I 
d i s c u s s e d  it wi th  Major P H O .  Major PHO w a s  t h e  G 2  
o f  t h e  2d ARVN Div is ion  and he s a i d  it was VC pro-
paganda. I remember it b e i n g  mentioned t h a t  morning 
about  how r i d i c u l o u s  it w a s  f o r  t h a t  many people  
b e  k i l l e d ,  500 people .  A s  I s a i d ,  it w a s  an American 
u n i t  o p e r a t i o n  and t h e  2d ARVN Div i s ion  w a s n ' t  
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invo lved  i n  t h e  o p e r a t i o n , "  

W e  have a l s o  had t h e  tes t imony of  Colonel  
A N I S T R A N S K I .  You w i l l  r e c a l l  t h a t  Colonel  ANISTRANSKI w a s  t h e  
G5 of  t h e  Arnerical D iv i s ion .  H e  t o l d  a r a t h e r  c u r i o u s  and 
c o n t r a d i c t o r y  t a l e  about  a  v i s i t  to Colonel  HENDERSON, and 
t h e n  coming ove r  and speaking  w i t h  you. Apparent ly  t h e  pur-
pose of h i s  t r i p ,  and t h e n  on t o  Quang Ngai,  had something 
t o  do w i t h  t h i s  m a t t e r ,  b u t  it was neve r  ve ry  c l e a r  t o  u s ,  
from h i s  t e s t imony ,  what may have been s a i d  on t h e  occas ion  
when he m e t  w i t h  you. W e  have a l s o  i n t e r r o g a t e d  t h e  head-
.qua r t e r s  pe r sonne l  a t  t h e  Arnerical D iv i s ion  and t h e y  have t o l d  
us of your  v i s i t s  t o  Chu L a i  d u r i n g  t h i s  p e r i o d .  A s  you can 
s e e  from a l l  of t h i s ,  va r ious  q u e s t i o n s  a r e  r a i s e d  wi th  re-
s p e c t  t o  what was done w i t h i n  your adv i so ry  team. I f e e l  
t h a t  t o  p l a c e  you i n  a p o s i t i o n  t o  unders tand t h e  s e r i o u s n e s s  
of i t ,  I must t e l l  you one f u r t h e r  t h i n g ,  and t h a t  i s  t h a t  
Colonel  G U I N N  has  come b e f o r e  us and invoked t h e  p r i v e l e g e  
a g a i n s t  s e l f - i n c r i m i n a t i o n .  This  i s  t h e  c i rcumstance  i n  
which we have asked you t o  come back. We a r e  con f ron ted  w i t h  
a s i t u a t i o n  where,  y e s ,  you were a b s e n t  from t h e  p rov ince  on 
s e v e r a l  days ,  b u t  you w e r e  t h e r e  a t  o t h e r  t i m e s ,  i rpnediate ly  
i n  company w i t h  Colonel  Q U I N N  a t  t h i s  t i m e .  W e  can s k e t c h  
ou t  t h e  s t o r y  as  t o  what t r a n s p i r e d .  We t r i e d  t o  do it 
w i t h  you b e f o r e ,  a g a i n s t  t h i s  background of  what has  been 
t o l d  t o  us. The v i s i t a t i o n s ,  t h e  if iformation t h a t  was r i g h t  
t h e r e  i n  your adv i so ry  team, it is ha rd  f o r  us t o  unders tand  
how some i n k l i n g  o f  t h i s ,  r ecogn iz ing  you may n o t  have been 
brought  f u l l y  i n t o  t h e  p i c t u r e ,  b u t  even an awareness t h a t  
you were b e i n g  k e p t  o u t  of something would seem t o  appear  a 
minimum t h a t  would have emerged. I would l i k e  t o  r e t r a c e  t h e  
s t e p s  w i t h  you t o  s e e  i f  t h e r e  i s  anyth ing  t h a t  occu r s  t o  you, 
b e a r i n g  upon t h i s  f i r s t  e f f o r t  a t  t h e  t i m e  of  t h e  r e c e i p t  o f  
t h i s  l e t t e r  of  11 A p r i l  1968. 

A. May I ask a  q u e s t i o n  a t  t h i s  p o i n t ?  

Q Y e s .  

A.  Did you f i n d  any c i v i l i a n s  on my team o r  e l sewhere  
t h a t  had any i n k l i n g  of t h i s  a l l e g e d  i n c i d e n t  o r  any th ing  l i k e  
it e v e r  happening? 

(No response)  
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a s  t o  how t h e s e  many t h i n g s  happened and I d i d n ' t  know 
about them. But i f  he  spoke . t o  m e  it must have been i n  a gen-
e ra l  sense  w i thou t  documentat ion,  and i n  t h e  s e n s e  t h a t  he  
d i d n ' t  b e l i e v e  t h e r e  w a s  subs t ance  t o  it, e i t h e r .  N e i t h e r  d i d  
I ,  b u t  s u r e ,  go ahead and check it o u t .  W e  had many problems 
on o u r  team and we would a s s i g n  t h e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  t o  somebody 
and t h e y ' d  t a k e  c a r e  of  it. They'd probably r e p o r t  back,  I f  
they  d o n ' t  r e p o r t  back on every  l i t t l e  d e t a i l  w e  j u s t  assumed 
t h a t  it was t a k e n  care o f .  

Q The problem i n  t h i s  c a s e  w a s  an a l l e g a t i o n  t h a t  490 
c i v i l i a n s  had been k i l l e d  i n  an American o p e r a t i o n .  This  i s  
n o t  j u s t  one l i t t l e  problem t h a t  one shrugs  o f f  and says--

A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  I never  hea rd  such an a l l e g a t i o n  
as  t h a t ,  M r .  MACCRATE, v e r b a l l y  o r  o the rwi se .  

Q. T h i s  i s  j u s t  what w e r r e  t a l k i n g  abou t ,  M r .  MAY. 
W a s  t h e  m a t t e r  which was t h e  s u b j e c t  of  t h i s  11 A p r i l  l e t t e r  
e v e r  d i s c u s s e d  w i t h  you by Colonel  GUINN? 

A. To t h e  b e s t  of my knowledge and b e l i e f  it was n o t ,  
excep t  i n  t h e  s e n s e  t h a t  I have t r i e d  t o  e x p l a i n  t o  you. H e  
might have mentioned t o  me some i n c i d e n t  somewhere i n  t h i s  
p rov ince  where t h e  VC a l l e g e d  t h a t  f r i e n d l y  t r o o p s  knocked 
o f f  1 0 0  c i v i l i a n s  o r  s o .  This  s o r t  o f  t h i n g  is n o t  rare, and 
wPthout s p e c i f i c  back up d a t a  i t ' s  no th ing  t h a t  you 'd  spend 
a great d e a l  or' kirtle i n v e s t i g a t i n g .  

I0: But i f  it comes from a d i s t r i c t  c h i e f ?  

A. I f  it came from t h e  d i s t r i c t  c h i e f ,  c e r t a i n l y .  
I ' m  q u i t e  s u r e  t h a t  Colonel  G U I N N  never  showed m e  any th ing  
formal  coming from a d i s t r i c t  c h i e f  o r  t o l d  me t h a t  he  had 
something from a d i s t r i c t  c h i e f .  F u r t h e r ,  I ' d  l i k e  r i g h t  h e r e  
t o  s t a t e  t h a t  Se rgean t  Gates ANGLE--therefs something wrong 
w i t h  t h a t  name. I d o n ' t  recognize  it, b u t  perhaps  t h e r e  is 
such a man who made such  a s t a t emen t .  But any s t a t e m e n t  t h a t  
s ays  t h a t  I s p e n t  s e v e r a l  days i n  a conve r sa t ion  wi th  Colonel  
G U I N N  and t h e  s u b s e c t o r  commander and deputy s u b s e c t o r  com-
mander from Son Tinh D i s t r i c t  o r  any o t h e r  d i s t r i c t  i s  f a l s e .  
I never  s p e n t  t h a t  k ind  of t ime w i t h  anybody, e v e r ,  f o r  any 
r ea son ,  c l o s e t e d  t o g e t h e r ,  Colonel  G U I N N  and myself .  
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Q. Do you have any r e c o l l e c t i o n ,  r e g a r d l e s s  of  how 
one d e s c r i b e d  t h e  t ime  s p e n t ,  of d i s c u s s i n g  anyth ing  a t  o r  
about  t h i s  t ime  i n  t h e  middle of March 1968 wi th  Colonel  
G U I N N  and p o s s i b l y  Major GAVIN o r  Capta in  RODRIGUEZ? 

Pad The on ly  thing t h a t  I can r e c a l l  d i s c u s s i n g  a t  any 
g r e a t  l e n g t h  w i t h  Major GAVIN and I a l s o  s p e n t  t h e  same amount 
of t ime  more o r  l e s s  w i th  t h e  o t h e r  d i s t r i c t  s e n i o r  adv i so r s  
was two types  of  a c t i v i t i e s .  One w a s  each month wi th  r e f e r e n c e  
t o  t h e  HES. We were working hard  t o  g e t  ou r  HES t o  s t a t e  exac-
t l y  t h e  f a c t s ,  w i t h  r ea sons  brought  o u t .  We had t o  s e e  t h a t  
t h e  s e n i o r  d i s t r i c t  a d v i s o r  was on t o p  of it and w a s n ' t  copy-
i n g  l a s t  month's  r e p o r t  and sending  it i n .  So we went over  
t h a t  i n  g r e a t  d e t a i l .  W e  s p e n t  s e v e r a l  hours  w i t h  each man, 
long  enough t o  s p o t  check and determine t h a t  t h e  t h i n g  was 
a c c u r a t e  and what t o  do t o  b r i n g  it up t o  shape.  The second 
t h i n g  t h a t  w e  s p e n t  a cons ide rab le  amount of  t i m e  on w i t h  
s e v e r a l  d i s t r i c t  a d v i s o r s  r e l a t e d  t o  what we c a l l e d  a fo r -

, t i f i e d  v i l l a g e ,  t h a t  l a t e r  changed t o  safe-haven hamlet .  
I had t a s k e d  a11 of my s e n i o r  d i s t r i c t  a d v i s o r s  i n  t h e  
lowlands t o  p r e p a r e  one such p r o j e c t  on a p i l o t  b a s i s  t o  
persuade h i s  d i s t r i c t  c h i e f  t h a t  he  was s e r i o u s  and t o  have 
it going t h a t  s p r i n g .  

Q . With r e s p e c t  t o  Son Tinh D i s t r i c t ,  what were you 
do ing  du r ing  t h e  month of A p r i l ?  

A. Wel l ,  what do you mean what was I doing? --

Q You're a l l u d i n g  t o  t h e s e  t h i n g s  a s  examples o f  
what you were do ing  wi th  t h e  d i s t r i c t  a d v i s o r s ,  and I ' m  i n -
q u i r i n g  whether  you a r e  r e l a t i n g  t h e s e  t o  Son Tinh D i s t r i c t  
i n  t h e  month of  A p r i l ?  

A. That  would inc lude  Son Tinh ,  i n  A p r i l .  

Q I n  t h e  month of  A p r i l ?  

A. Yes, i n  t h e  montk.of  A p r i l .  But I t h i n k  t h e  r e l e -
v a n t  p o i n t  of  t h i s  i s  I d i d  n o t  have any conve r sa t ions  on 
any extended b a s i s  w i th  Major GAVIN on any o t h e r  s u b j e c t .  

Q So f a r  as L ieu tenan t  Colonel  G U I N N  i s  concerned 
have you t o l d  us a l l  t h a t  you can r e c a l l  about  any th ing  t h a t  
w a s  s a i d  t o  you r e g a r d i n g  a l l e g a t i o n s  of  some e v e n t ,  unusual  
e v e n t ,  i n  Son My V i l l a g e ?  
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t h a t  a c i v i l i a n  would respond t o  w i t h  i n t e r e s t  on t h e  c u r i o s i t y  
s i d e  a s  w e l l  as on t h e  war s i d e .  I was up t h e r e  once o r  pos-
s i b l y  tw ice  a t  my r e q u e s t  i n  o r d e r  t o  t a l k  t o  General  KOSTER 
about  my concepts  and my views about what t h e  p r i o r i t i e s ,  t h e  
p rope r  r o l e  of  t h e  m i l i t a r y ,  might be i n  Quang Ngai Province 
and n a r t i c u l a r l y  t o  s o l i c i t  h i s  suppor t  and h i s  h e l p  i nrg e t t l n g  Colonel  TOAN t o  suppor t  o u r  f o r t i f i e d  v i l l a g e s  
concept .  J u s t  t o  mention one of s e v e r a l  i t ems .  These were 
t h e  p r i n c i p a l  i t ems  on my agenda. 

Q On any of t h e s e  v i s i t s  were you accompanied by
Colonel  GUINN? 

A. I might have been once ,  b u t  n o t  u s u a l l y .  No, I 
u s u a l l y  l e f t  someone home t o  watch t h e  s t o r e .  

Q Do you h.ave any--

A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  I n v i t a t i o n s  w e r e  u s u a l l y  very 
s p e c i f i c  f o r  an i n d i v i d u a l  and n o t  f o r  a p a r t y .  

Q.  A t  any of t h e s e  v i s i t s  t o  t h e  America1 Div i s ion ,  
were you e v e r  aware of an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  be ing  conducted by t h e  
d i v i s i o n ?  

3, Never ofi t h i s  snb j e c t  never, I might add t h a t  you 
mentioned tha t  Colonel  ANISTWSKI t o l d  some s o r t  of a con---
f u s i n g  s t o r y ,  t h a t  h e  wasn ' t  c l e a r  on what he s a i d  t o  m e .  I 
t h i n k  c e r t a i n l y  I should  comment on t ha t ,  s i r .  I have no 
r e c o l l e c t i o n  whatsoever  of having d i s c u s s e d  w i t h  Colonel  
ANISTRANSKI any s o r t  of i n c i d e n t  o t h e r  t h a n  maybe a t r u c k  
running over  somebody on t h e  road .  He w a s  the G5 and t h e  
p r i n c i p a l  lower- level  c o n t a c t  from t h e  d i v i s i o n ,  b u t  neve r  
anyth ing  of t h i s  t y p e .  I n c i d e n t a l l y ,  it may be  h e l p f u l ,  t o  
you, i f  you h a v e n p t  ob ta ined  t h e  i n fo rma t ion  a l r e a d y  I 
might pass  on some second-hand in fo rma t ion  which I o b t a i n e d  
from former L ieu tenan t  FROSCH, who, I unders tand  r e f u s e d  t o  
t e s t i f y  b e f o r e  t h i s  committee. 

? Yes, he  i s  someone t h a t  we have sought  t o  b r i n g
i n  and we would be  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  what you might have i n  t h i s  
r ega rd .  

A. H e  w a s  t h e  a s s i s t a n t  S2  a d v i s o r  on o u r  team. H e  
normally conducted o r  a s s i s t e d  i n  conduct ing t h e  i n t e l l i g e n c e  
p o r t i o n  of  o u r  d a i l y  b r i e f i n g .  I f o r g o t  t o  mention that t h i s  
w a s  a l s o  a normal p a r t  of my c a t c h i n g  up on t h i n g s  when I 
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Q I t h i n k  we a r e  very f ami l i a r - - I  would be i n t e r e s t e d  
but- -you ' re  speak ing  about  what M r .  FROSCH t o l d  you and I 
would l i k e  t o  g e t  t h a t  s t r a i g h t  on t h e  r e c o r d ,  p l e a s e ?  

A. Wel l ,  I have t o l d  you what he  t o l d  m e .  I have 
some no te s  h e r e ,  p o s s i b l y  he  s a i d  a few more t h i n g s .  I f  you 
l i k e  1'11 r e f e r  t o  my n o t e s .  

Q I f  it d e a l s  wi th  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  s i t u a t i o n .  What 
you have t o l d  us has  n o t  shed  any new l i g h t  on it. 

A. Well ,  I t h i n k  it does e s t a b l i s h  t h a t  on t h e  G2 l e v e l  
a t  p rov ince  and w i t h  t h e  ARVN Div i s ion  adv i so ry  team, t h e y  w e r e  
aware of a l a r g e  q u e s t i o n  mark a s  t o  t h e  n a t u r e  o f  t h e  r e -
p o r t e d  K I A  i n  t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  o p e r a t i o n .  But I t h i n k  t h i s  
r a i s e s  a p o i n t .  Which i s ,  t h a t  i f  one has  doubts  i n  h i s  mind 
a s  t o  t h e  n a t u r e  of KIA by e i t h e r  an ARVN o r  American u n i t  
somewhere o u t  i n  t h e  i n s e c u r e  a r e a ,  it i s  n o t  t h e  b u s i n e s s  of 
t h e  CORDS r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  o r  h i s  team t o  launch an i n v e s t i a a -
t i o n  o f  an independent  cha in  of command, which has  t h e  respon-
s i b i l i t y  and t h e  a u t h o r i t y  i n  t h a t  a r e a .  

Q I t h i n k  t h e  b a s i c  problem, M r .  MAY, i s  t h a t  your 
adv i so ry  team was r i g h t  i n  t h e  middle of  a r e p o r t  on t h i s  
t h a t  came t o  your a t t e n t i o n .  

A. It d i d  n o t  come t o  my a t t e n t i o n .  --

8 It came t o  t h e  a t t e n t i o n  of  your  team and it was 
neve r  r e p o r t e d  up CORDS channe ls .  I t h i n k  t h i s  i s  s o r t  of 
problem from t h e  CORDS p o i n t  of view. It i s  t r u e  t h a t  t h i s  
was a l l  i n c o r p o r a t e d  i n t o  an ongoing i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  and it 
was an e s s e n t i a l  p a r t  of t h a t  ongoing i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  One of 
t h e  reasons  why we a r e  s o  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  t h i s  i s  t h a t  t h e  re-
p o r t  t h a t  s t a r t e d  up becomes l e s s  of r e p o r t  as it i s  passed  
up, appa ren t ly  i n  your  o f f i c e .  

A- I t  would seem t o  m e  t h a t  you would have g o t t e n  t h e  t e s t i -
mony of t h e  members of my s t a f f  who handled c l a s s i f i e d  m a t e r i a l  
and u n c l a s s i f i e d  m a t e r i a l .  The normal r o u t i n g  o f  paper  coming 
i n t o  our  o f f i c e ,  it d i d n ' t  come t o  me  o r  Colonel  G U I N N  o r  o t h e r  
members. I t  would normal ly  come t o  t h e  e x e c u t i v e  o f f i c e r  t o  
t h e  s e r g e a n t  o r  t h e  SP4 o r  SP5 on t h e  s t a f f .  
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Q We have t a l k e d  very throughly t o  people i n  your 
headquar ters  and we have t h e  information.  I have t o l d  you 
i n  a genera l  way as  t o  what was i n  your team. We wanted t o  
c a l l  you back t o  g ive  you t h e  opportuni ty t o  h e l p  us f i l l  
i n  some of  t h e  d e t a i l s .  

A. I ' l l  c e r t a i n l y  do everyth ing  I can. But I sor t  
of g e t  an impl ica t ion  t h a t  you f e e l  I 'm hold ing  o u t  on you 
i n  some way, and t h a t ' s  an unfor tunate  impl ica t ion  t h a t  does-
n ' t  f i t  t h e  f a c t s ,  M r .  MACCRATE. I ' m  sworn t o  t e l l  every-
t h i n g  I know t h a t  might i n  any way be r e l e v a n t .  You can 
count on me t o  do so .  But I ' m  very much a f r a i d  t h a t  an 
under-s taffed jury-bui l t  agency organiza t ion  put  t o g e t h e r  
during a war i s n ' t  very e f f i c i e n t .  Among t h e  problems 
I had f o r  example was sending r a d i o  messages t o  teams 
asking f o r  c e r t a i n  information o r  c e r t a i n  a c t i o n s  t o  be 
taken and then  d iscover ing  t h a t  t h e  messages have never been 
rece ived ,  and t h e r e f o r e  no a c t i o n  was taken.  

Q. Let me j u s t  ask one more ques t ion .  Assume t h a t  
Colonel G U I N N  had rece ived  t h i s  l e t t e r  of 11 A p r i l  and assume 
t h a t  he had reques ted  a r e p o r t  o r  a  s ta tement  from Captain 
RODRIGUEZ and t h a t  the s tatement  then  came i n t o  your head-
q u a r t e r s .  Assume t h a t  you were absent  on t h e  day t h a t  t h e  
papers were rece ived .  Would you expect  those  mat ters  t o  
be brought t o  your a t t e n t i o n  upon your r e t u r n ?  

--
A.- I f  a c t i o n  had been taken on them, n o t  n e c e s s a r i l y ,  
s i n c e  I was on my way ou t .  

Q. You would no t  regard a l e t t e r  of t h i s  se r ious -
ness  rece ived  from t h e  d i s t r i c t  ch ie f  d i r e c t e d  t o  t h e  pro-
vince ch ie f  a s  worthy of  your a t t e n t i o n  when you came back? 

A. A s  I say ,  it depends on what s t a t u s  t h e  a c t i o n  is 
i n .  I t h i n k  I t e s t i f i e d  e a r l i e r  t h a t  knowing what I know 
now, I would expect  t h a t  it would have been brought  t o  my 
a t t e n t i o n ,  yes .  I probably understand i f  it f e l l  between t h e  
cracks as  many t h i n g s  o f t e n  d i d  o u t  t h e r e .  I can r e f e r  you 
t o  an a u d i t  r e p o r t  o r  two which d e t a i l s  some of t h e  sad c i r -
cumstances of u n d e r s t a f f i n g  and so on ,  W e  needed a s t a f f  t o  
do t h e  kind of job t h a t  we knew needed doing. But we were 
unable t o  g e t  one d e s p i t e  repeated  e n t r e a t i e s  over  s e v e r a l  
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years  t o  a number of d i f f e r e n t  agencies .  So, it i s  very 
r e g r e t t a b l e  t h a t  t h e s e  s h o r t - f a l l s  occurred i n  t h e  organi-
z a t i o n ' s  ope ra t ions .  A l l  I can say it was b u i l t  i n t o  it, 
and t h e  supervisory  chain d i d n ' t  lack f o r  s ta tements  from 
me t h a t  t h e  s t a f f i n g  was s h o r t .  Therefore ,  they  could 
expect  s h o r t - f a l l s  t o  occur and cont inue t o  occur .  Exactly 
when and where they might occur ,  I c o u l d n ' t  p r e d i c t .  But 
my s ta tements  over and over ,  v e r b a l l y  and i n  w r i t i n g  here  
t h a t  we d i d n ' t  have enough people t o  do t h e  kind of job 
t h a t  needed t o  be doing. 

I0: Well, I t h i n k  what M r .  MACCRATE i s  g e t t i n g  a t ,  
M r .  MAY, i s  t h a t  t h i s  l e t t e r  of 11 A p r i l ,  q u i t e  obviously,  
d e s p i t e  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  a p o s s i b i l i t y  it wasn ' t  
d e l i v e r e d ,  t h e  i n d i c a t i o n s  a r e  t h a t  it was d e l i v e r e d  t o  
MACV, Quang Ngai s e c t o r  a s  was i n d i c a t e d .  The nex t  t ime,  
i n  t h e  next  r e fe rence  t o  it,  we f i n d  it i n  Son Tinh D i s -
t r i c t  headquar ters .  Captain RODRIGUEZ w a s  t asked  with 
a  copy of t h i s  and asked t o  respond t o  it, t o  i n v e s t i g a t e  
it. 

A. I agree ,  someone, i n  my o f f i c e  had t o  s e e  it. 

Q. So t h a t  does f a i r l y  wel l  t i e  t h e  p o i n t  down. Cap-
t a i n  RODRIGUEZ d i d  respond t o  it a s  t h e  s ta tement  of 1 4  Apr i l .  
Nox you vere absent  on the 1 4 t h .  You depar ted  t h a t  n i g h t  
b u t  you were p r e s e n t  on the  1 3 t h  and t h e  1 4 t h ,  most of t h e  :-
14th .  You l e f t ,  according t o  your log  h e r e ,  a t  about 1500. 
So during t h i s  time you were t h e r e  about a day and a h a l f  
and you re tu rned  then  on t h e  18th .  So I th ink  M r .  MACCRATE'S 
ques t ion  i s  r e a l l y  i n  l i g h t  of t h i s  absence,  and s o  f o r t h .  
Would it no t  appear Logical t h a t  something of such importance 
as  t h i s  coming t o  t h e  d i s t r i c t  c h i e f ,  t o  t h e  province chief  
and recognizing t h a t  it w a s  going t o  Colonel TOAN t h a t  it 
should no t  be c a l l e d  t o  your a t t e n t i o n ?  

A.  I would r e a f f i r m  t h a t  I agree  it should have 
been brought t o  my a t t e n t i o n .  

Q I t h i n k  h i s  ques t ion ,  then  . w a s  whether you r e c a l l  
it. I t h i n k  t h e  i n d i c a t i o n  i s  t h a t  you r e c a l l  having n e i t h e r  
seen  nor heard of such a paper.  

A. That i s  c o r r e c t .  
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Q. Now w e  do know t h a t  General KOSTER d i d  meet wi th  
General TOAN and d i s c u s s  t h i s  s u b j e c t .  

A. He d id?  

Q. Oh, yes .  I wonder i f  you were pr ivy  t o  t h i s  
d iscuss ion?  

A. No, s i r .  I w a s  n o t .  

Q. Whether you were aware of i t ?  

A. I might s t a t e  with r e fe rence  t o  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  
with t h e  America1 Divis ion  genera l ly  and wi th  General KOSTER 
and General YOUNG i n  p a r t i c u l a r ,  t h a t  i n  comparison with the 
previous r e l a t i o n s h i p s  and l i a i s o n  which t h e  o t h e r  agencies ,  
the  p a c i f i c a t i o n  s i d e  on t h e  province l e v e l  and t h e  d i s t r i c t  
l e v e l s ,  had had wi th  the  U .  S .  fo rces  based a t  Chu Lai--

a - ( In te rpos ing)  Are you r e f e r r i n g  t o  Task Force 
Oregon? 

A. Task Force Oregon and before  t h a t  t h e  U .  S.  Marine 
Corps. The r e l a t i o n s h i p  w a s  s u b s t a n t i a l l y  b e t t e r  on a com-
p a r a t i v e  b a s i s .  They were outs tanding  a f t e r  General KOSTER 
and Generzl YOUNG took over,  On tihe basis of t h a t ,  hefore 
I departed from Quang Ngai, I had Colonel G U I N N  d r a f t  f o r  
m e  l e t t e r s  of commendation which I s e n t  up my channel t o  
my superv i so r  f o r  both  General KOSTER and General YOUNG. 
I s e n t  them because I meant it. Compared t o  what was be-
f o r e ,  they had made enormous progress  i n  improving the  
r e l a t i o n s h i p ,  improving coordinat ion.  I f  you t a l k  i n  an 
absolu te  sense ,  and t h i s  i s  i n  a sense  somewhat t h e  problem 
we a r e  addressing today, a s p e c i f i c  example, l i a i s o n  wasn ' t  
s o  hot .  A p a r t  of t h i s ,  I th ink ,  is t e c h n i c a l ,  b u i l t  i n t o  
t h e  way t h e  o v e r a l l  U .  S .  o rgan iza t ion  i s  organized i n  Viet-  
nam. P a r t  of it i s  simply a  ma t t e r  of peoples '  mental p r i o r i -  
t ies ,  and s o  on. I saw General KOSTER a few t imes ,  and o t h e r  
than a couple of t a l k s  on o v e r a l l  po l i cy ,  our meetings were 
f r i e n d l y ,  b u t  t h e  r e a l  substance I would g e t  down t o  wi th  
General YOUNG, o r  i f  it  g o t  down t o  more d e t a i l s ,  Colonel 
ANISTRANSKI.  I t h i n k  they had many combat concerns and s o  on, 
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and wh i l e  a l l  were concerned about  t h e  p a c i f i c a t i o n  
and s o  on a t  t h a t  t ime ,  it d i d n ' t  have q u i t e  t h e  h igh  p r i o r i t y  
t h a t  it has  now. I t  may have had formal  h igh  p r i o r i t y ,  b u t  
t h e  convent iona l  wisdom-within t h e  o r g a n i z a t i o n  d idn  't give  
it t h a t  high a p r i o r i t y .  

(1. Well,  t h i s  was j u s t  about t h e  t i m e  t h e  1968 com-
b ined  campaign p l a n  came o u t ,  and i f  you d o n ' t  mind my say ing  
S O ,  t h a t  i s  about  t h e  b e s t  e x p l a n a t i o n  I can t h i n k  o f  f o r  
your  TDY t o  Danang. 

A. R igh t .  But i n  Quang Ngai Province ,  t h a t  cam-
pa ign  p l an  d i d n ' t  g e t  i n t o  o p e r a t i o n  u n t i l  A p r i l  o r  May. 
Although it says  i n  t h e  i n s t r u c t i o n  it w i l l  be  implemented 
as of 1 January--

Q . ( In t e rpos ing )  I t  d i d n ' t  come o u t  u n t i l  March. 

A .  T h a t ' s  c o r r e c t ,  and t h e  p rov ince  c h i e f  d i d n ' t  g e t  
h i s  copy u n t i l  I gave him my copy and a copy of  a B-143, I 
guess it w a s  a t  t h e  t i m e .  Anyway, w e  w e r e  s imply preoccupied 
t r y i n g  t o  r e g a i n  t h e  ground t h a t  we l o s t  a t  t h e  T e t  Of fens ive ,  
w e  w e r e n ' t  t a l k i n g  about any new program. It was p r i m a r i l y  
a s e c u r i t y  problem a t  t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  p o i n t .  I t  was on ly  
a f t e r  about  May o r  s o  t h a t  we began t o  add res s  o u r s e l v e s  
ts t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  progrz?.., L d o n ' t  suppose anybody i n  t h e  
America1 had seen  it t h e n  e i t h e r ,  i n  t h i s  p e r i o d  w e  a r e  -
t a l k i n g  about .  So what I t m  s ay ing  i s ,  o u r  l i a i s o n  was no t - -
i d e a l l y  c l o s e .  W e  d i d n ' t  s e e  each  o t h e r  a s  f r e q u e n t l y  a s  I 
cons ide red  d e s i r a b l e  i n  o r d e r  t o  exchange d e t a i l  f o r  mutual 
unders tanding  on a l l  o p e r a t i o n s  s o  t h a t  eve ry  o p e r a t i o n  w a s  
based on e i t h e r  a f a s t  r e a c t i o n  t o  l o c a t i n g  a VC main u n i t  
o r  t o  accomplish a s p e c i f i c  purpose i n  b u t t r e s s i n g  t h e  pac i -
f i c a t i o n  p l an .  T h i s  is p r e t t y  w e l l  t h e  way t h i n g s  a r e  work-
i n g  o u t  now, b u t  it simply w a s n ' t  t h a t  far  a long  t h e  cha in  
o f  thought .  

Q W e l l ,  I ' m  j u s t  t h i n k i n g  o f  a s i t u a t i o n ,  M r .  MAY, 
where l e t ' s  s a y ,  Colonel FRANKLIN'S b o s s ,  who i s  j u s t  t o  
t h e  s o u t h  of you i n  the 173rd Airborne Er igade ,  i f  t hey  e v e r  
r e c e i v e d  an a l l e g a t i o n  from a l o c a l  ARVN Commander, f o r  ex-
ample t o  t h e  e f f e c t  t h a t  t h e i r  u n i t  had k i l l e d  a l a r g e  number 
of  c i v i l i a n s ,  I can a s s u r e  you t h a t  n o t  on ly  would General  

(MAY 75- APP T-136 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

BARNES have gone through t h e  roof but  he would have taken 
about h a l f  t h e  s t a f f  wi th  him. He would have immediately 
been down and i f  he e v e r  d id  t a l k  t o  t h e  Province Chief ,  
Colonel THO he would have asked him f o r  every b i t  of i n -
formation he had o r  he would have been wi th  t h e  province 
s e n i o r  adv i so r  o r  t h e  deputy province s e n i o r  adv i so r  i n  
o rde r  t o  g e t  t h e  informat ion ,  t o  f i n d  out  i f  t h i s  a l l e -
ga t ion  had any degree of v a l i d i t y  t o  it. 

A .  I might add, a s  f a r  a s  I know, General YOUNG 
was asked t o  keep up t h e  main l i a i s o n  with t h e  province 
chief  on behal f  of General KOSTER and he d i d  c a l l  on him 
s e v e r a l  t imes.  A s  f a r  a s  I am aware, he always took me 
wi th  him i f  I was i n  province,  p a r t l y  because t h e  province 
ch ie f  was my coun te rpa r t ,  it was t h e  c o r r e c t  t h i n g  t o  do, 
p a r t l y  a l s o  because I speak French and t h e  province c h i e f ' s  
English i s n ' t  bad b u t  h i s  French may be a l i t t l e  b i t  
b e t t e r .  A t  any r a t e ,  he f e l t  we should be working c l o s e l y  
toge the r .  When we went i n  he would support  my problems 
and I would support  h i s ,  s o  t o  speak. This  su r faced  from 
t h e  d i s t r i c t  and went through Colonel K H I E N .  I n  theory ,  
a t  l e a s t  a t  t h a t  t ime,  t h e  t a c t i c a l  commander is n o t  a 
c i v i l  a u t h o r i t y ;  he i s  a m i l i t a r y  a u t h o r i t y .  I t  i s  a l i t t l e  
b i t  s t r ange  t o  me, on r e f l e c t i o n ,  how someone from America1 
d i d  not  a l s o  con tac t  t h e  province chief  and/or me o r  Colonel 
G U I N N ,  anybody from t h e  America1 o t h e r  than  Colonel ANISTRANSKI 
who apparent ly is  r a t h e r  vague, and s t a t e  t h a t  they made 
such a con tac t  w i t h  r e fe rence  t o  t h e  a l l e g a t i o n  concerning 
t h i s  i n c i d e n t .  

Q But  we do have t h e  f a c t  t h a t  Colonel HENDERSON 
was aware of t h e  VC propaganda. He a l s o  had heard some-
th ing  about a r e p o r t  of a v i l l a g e  ch ie f  and he d i d  c a l l  
upon Colonel TOAN, w i t h  h i s  S3, a Major by t h e  name of  
MCKNIGHT. We f i n d  t h a t  subsequent t o  t h a t  time he d i d  c a l l  
upon Colonel KHIEN and it w a s  h i s  r e c o l l e c t i o n  t h a t  pos-
s i b i l i t y  you, and Colonel G U I N N  c e r t a i n l y ,  was with 
him a t  t h e  t ime. 

A .  It would n o t  have been I .  I have no knowledge 
of t h i s  and 1.don' t s e e  how t h e r e  could be any doubt i n  
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Q W e l l ,  w i t h  r e f e r e n c e  t o  t h e  v i l l a g e  c h i e f ,  who 
a c t u a l l y  i n i t i a t e d  t h i s  r e p o r t ,  we unde r s t and  t h e  v i l l a g e  
c h i e f - - a l l  r i g h t ,  we know ve ry  w e l l  t h a t  h e  does  n o t  l i v e  
i n  Son My. W e  knew very  w e l l  t h a t  h e  l i v e d  down i n  t h e  
r e fugee  camp, b u t  he  w a s  s t i l l  c o n f e r r i n g  w i t h  peop le  corn-
i n g  o u t  of  t h e  a r e a  and people  t a l k i n g  t o  him, and t h i s ,  
t h a t ,  and t h e  o t h e r .  Of cou r se ,  h e  was, t o  be  very h o n e s t  
w i t h  you, he  was a l s o  a f r a i d  f o r  h i s  l i f e .  A s  a consequence 
h e  d i d n ' t  have a g r e a t  d e a l  o f  c o n t a c t  w i th  a l o t  of  t h e s e  
people ,  because he knew t h e  VC w e r e  o u t  looking  f o r  him 
and they would do away w i t h  him a t  t h e  drop  of a handker-
chiEf i f  t h e y  could f i n d  him. But h i s  i n f o r m a t i o n ,  accord-
i n g  t o  t h e  d i s t r i c t  c h i e f ,  who r e q u i r e d  him t o  submit  a 
l i s t  o f  names, appeared t o  be v a l i d .  

A. I d o n ' t  q u e s t i o n  t h a t .  I simply mentioned t h a t  
it i s  p o s s i b l e  t h a t  some o f  t h e  problems which have r e s u l t e d  
from o r  been concomitant  w i th  t h i s  o p e r a t i o n  might n o t  have been 
a  burden,  had c e r t a i n  o t h e r  t h i n g s  been done as a p a r t  o f  t h e  
o p e r a t i o n .  

Q W e  can name them r i g h t  and l e f t ,  M r .  MAY. W e  can 
a l s o  name p o i n t s  where, i f  t h e r e  had been any concern i n  
t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  i f  anybody had done anyth ing ,  i t  would 
have been uncovered. The f a c t  remains t h a t  it wasn ' t .  

A- I ' d  l i k e  t o  n o t e  t h e  number of  c i v i l i a n  ca sua l -
t i e s ,  inosk i n  Quar~gNgai, t o  give you a f e w  i n s i g h t s  on how 
it looks  t o  be  on t h e  imputed i n v e s t i g a t i o n  and, which I 
r e p e a t  we are n o t ,  u n l e s s  t h e r e  is indeed  something unusual  
and something hard .  I f  I had had t h i s  i n  my hands,  why, 
c e r t a i n l y  ' w e  would have sought  t o  i n v e s t i g a t e .  A p r i l  1967,  
69 8 c i v i l i a n  c a s u a l t i e s  e n t e r e d  i n t o  t h e  h o s p i t a l .  May, 
691; June ,  365; J u l y ,  339; August,  535; September, 778; 
October 374; and November 6 5 4 .  We're t a l k i n g  about  masses 
and masses o f  people .  Q u i t e  f r a n k l y ,  a number of t h e s e  
ma t t e r s  I do n o t  t h i n k  would b e a r  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  and I 'm 
g l a d  t h a t  I was n o t  asked t o  no r  had t h e  c a p a b i l i t y  t o  
i n v e s t i g a t e .  S e v e r a l  t imes  w e  d i d  q u e s t i o n  f r i e n d l y  c a s u a l -
t ies .  I remember one case o f  a body count .  I 
remember once,  i n  e a s t e r n  Tu Nghia I t h i n k  it w a s  i n  August 
o r  September 1967,  t h e  ARVN 2nd Div i s ion  o v e r  a 10 day 
o p e r a t i o n a l  p e r i o d  c la imed some f a i r l y  l a r g e  body count ,  
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300 o r  s o ,  and y e t  a l l  t h e  ev idence  we cou ld  s e e  from t h e  
s e c t o r ,  from o u r  own sol l rces ,  was t h a t  a t  b e s t  i t  w a s  
n a i f  t h a t ,  and we ques t ioned  t h i s  I n  o u r  monthly r e p o r t ,  
what had been r e p o r t e d ,  and w e  thought  t h e  f i g u r e s  had been 
i n f l a t e d  a l i t t l e  b i t ,  and s o  on.  W e l l ,  it r e a l l y  h i t  t h e  
f a n  t h e n ,  General .  I t h i n k  t h a t  it i n i a t i a t e d  a p e r i o d  
o f  r a t h e r  unhappy r e l a t i o n s  wi th  t h e  2d ARVN Div i s ion  ad-
v i s o r y  team. I t  took s e v e r a l  months t o  g e t  back on key 
aga in .  Now, t h a t  may n o t  be t h e  way t h i n g s  ought  t o  b e ,  
b u t  t h a t ' s  t h e  way they  a r e  when you s t a r t  p u t t i n g  your  
noses  under somebody e l s e ' s  t e n t ,  q u e s t i o n i n g  what t hey  p u t  
i n  t h e i r  a f t e r  a c t i o n  r e p o r t s .  L e t ' s  suppose what Lieuten-
a n t  FROSCH had s a i d  about  t h e  body count  be ing  f a n t a s t i c ,  
about  1 0 0  o r  something,  b u t  no main VC u n i t  had been i d e n t i -
f i e d  a s  hav ing  been con f ron ted  i n  t h e  o p e r a t i o n .  I n  many 
r e s p e c t s  t h e n ,  people  who know t h a t  a r e a  would s a y ,  "Good 
God, t hey  w e r e  e i t h e r  l y i n g  o r  t h e r e  must have been a l o t  
of  farmers  and c i v i l i a n s  i n  t h a t  group. " Okay, t h e n  what 
do you do,  go up and p u t  i t  i n  a r e p o r t  up your  channe l ,  
go o v e r  and t e l l  t h e  g e n e r a l  t h a t  you t h i n k  h e ' s  suspec t ed ,  
h e ' s  conduc t ing  a  war t h e  wrong way, s p e c i f i c a l l y  t h a t  
i n c i d e n t ?  You would l i k e  t o  i n v e s t i g a t e  i t .  You can c e r -
t a i n l y  r a i s e  a few q u e s t i o n s  now and t h e n ,  b u t  w e  adopted 
a t a c t i c  a f t e r  hav ing  c f f ended  a few peop le ,  daxaged rela-
t i o n s  a long  t h e  l i n e s - - I  j u s t  mentioned t h e  2nd Div i s ion  
adv i so ry  team--of t r y i n g  t o  d e v i s e  t a c t i c s  through imple-
menta t ion  w i t h i n  t h e  prov ince  which would s imply avoid s i t u a -
t i o n s  where heavy c i v i l i a n  c a s u a l t i e s  were l i k e l y  t o  
occu r ,  r a t h e r  t h a n  accus ing  somebody, e x o r t i n g  them o r  
t e l l i n g  them how t o  run t h e i r  b u s i n e s s ,  and s o  on. I t h i n k  
i t ' s  on ly  f a i r  t o  know t h a t  what I t h i n k ,  i f  Colone l  G U I N N  
d i d  know any th ing  about t h i s  s i t u a t i o n ,  i f  h e  d i d ,  I d o n ' t  
know t h a t  he  d i d ,  i t  i s  a f a c t  t h a t  h e  was under cons idera -
t i o n  for--so  f a r  as I know had been informed by America1 
Div i s ion  some months b e f o r e  t h e  end o f  h i s  t o u r ,  t h a t  t hey  
wanted him a s  a b a t t a l i o n  commander i n  one o f  t h e i r  u n i t s  
i n  Quang Ngai p rov ince .  Now a l l  t h i n g s  cons ide red  i n  t h a t  
s i t u a t i o n ,  t h a t 1s a tough p o s i t i o n  t o  be  i n  i f  you have 
some i n f o r m a t i o n ,  i f  you have,  which may r e f l e c t  on t h e  
command o f  t h e  d i v i s i o n .  

Q And t h e  b r i g a d e .  
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A. And t h e  b r i g a d e .  I d o n ' t  know t h a t  i t ' s  t r u e .  
I t h i n k  a l s o ,  i f  I may say  s o ,  I asked you a q u e s t i o n  which 
I d i d n ' t  e x p e c t  an answer t o ,  b u t  I e x p e c t  you would ask  
y o u r s e l f  and answer it y o u r s e l f ;  whether  any c i v i l i a n s  o r  
government employees i n  Quang Ngai, o t h e r  t h a n  t h e  prov ince  
c h i e f  and t h e  d i s t r i c t  c h i e f ,  whom you have a l r e a d y  no ted  
on t h e  Vietnamese s i d e ,  had any i n k l i n g  o f  t h i s  a f f a i r .  
What I w a s  s u g g e s t i n g  i s  t h a t  people  from t h e  same s e r v i c e ,  
whether  it be  a m i l i t a r y  s e r v i c e  o r  c i v i l i a n  s e r v i c e ,  t e n d  
t o  s t i c k  t o g e t h e r .  They ought  t o ,  b u t  it can be pushed t o o  
f a r .  You t e n d  n o t  t o  t r u s t  people  i n  o t h e r  s e r v i c e s  who 
have d i f f e r e n t  backgrounds,  d i f f e r e n t  expe r i ences  and d i f -
f e r e n t  s t a n d a r d s .  I t  i s  q u i t e  conce ivab le  t o  m e  t h a t  some 
t h i n g s  w e r e  n o t  b rought  t o  my a t t e n t i o n  by m i l i t a r y  members 
o f  t h e  team on t h e  t h e o r y  t h a t  it was a m i l i t a r y  matter,  
t h a t  they  cou ld  handle  it b e s t  themselves ,  and what I d i d n ' t  
know wou ldn ' t  h u r t  t h e  s i t u a t i o n .  Now t h a t  i s  s p e c u l a t i o n .  

Q Of c o u r s e ,  about  t h i s  t ime  you w e r e  gone about  
h a l f  t h e  t i m e ,  coming and going s o  you had a ha rd  t i m e  t r y i n g  
t o  f i n d  o u t  what was going on and g e t t i n g  ready  f o r  t h e  
n e x t  t r i p .  J u s t  l ook ing  a t  t h e s e  d a t e s ,  4 t o  8 A p r i l ;  
12 A p r i l ;  1 4  t o  1 8  A p r i l ;  2 6 ,  27  A p r i l .  You w e r e  gone 
a g r e a t  d e a l  o f  t h e  t ime a long  i n  about t h i s  p e r i o d .  

A. Genera l ,  I s p e n t  3 consecut ive  y e a r s  i n  
Vietnam and I hope t h e r e  i s  no impl ied  c r i t i c i s m  i n  what 
you say  about  my absences .  

Q I ' m  j u s t  s t a t i n g  t h e  f a c t s .  You were a t  a 
r e g i o n a l  meet ing,  you w e r e  TDY t o  Danang and Saigon,  you 
were TDY Danang and I can unders tand  t h a t .  You went TDY 
a g a i n ,  you were on TDY a t  a r e g i o n a l  meeting i n  Danang 
and you w e r e  i n  Saigon.  You had p e r s o n a l  b u s i n e s s ,  I know 
you were l e a v i n g ,  b u t  I ' m  s t i l l  s t a t i n g  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  you 
w e r e  gone a g r e a t  d e a l  o f  t i m e .  

A. Tha t  i s  c o r r e c t .  

Q The f a c t  i s ,  it i s  p r e t t y  hard  t o  r e f u t e  t h e s e .  
So be ing  gone t h a t  l e n g t h  of  t ime ,  some t h i n g s  may t r a n s -
p i r e  t h a t  y o u ' r e  n o t  f a m i l i a r  wi th  and p a r t i c u l a r l y  i f  people  
a r e  n o t  c a l l i n g  t h i n g s  t o  your a t t e n t i o n .  
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10: Well, we ' re  happy t h a t  you d i d  come i n  t o  more 
o r  Less r e a f f i r m  t h a t  f a c t .  I th ink  t h e  word had r e a l l y  
n o t  g o t t e n  t o  you about some of t h e s e  papers  and what was 
happening i n  t h e  2nd Divis ion headquar ters  and i n  your own 
headquar ters  and wi th  r e spec t  t o  Colonel K H I E N .  

A. I c e r t a i n l y  r e g r e t  t h a t  it d i d n ' t  g e t  t o  me, 
General ,  because one of t h e  th ings  t h a t  I am noted  f o r ,  I ' m  
f a i r l y  hard-nosed. I c a l l  them t h e  way they a r e .  My record 
i s  f u l l  of number of re ferences  of no t  g e t t i n g  along wi th  
a few people h e r e  and t h e r e ,  which t r a n s l a t e d  i n  t o  p l a i n  
Engl ish ,  means t h a t  I have t h e  courage of my conv ic t ions ,  
sometimes even when it wasn ' t  very expedient ,  such as  re-
p o r t i n g  t h e  i n c i d e n t  I mentioned, where t h e  ARVN 2d Divis ion 
was i n f l a t i n g  i t s  claims beyond reason.  So I t h i n k  t h a t  
s o r t  of record  would i n d i c a t e ,  had I known, I wouldn ' t  have 
ducked it. I d o n ' t  p lay  t h a t  k ind  of a game. 

Q W e l l ,  i n  l i g h t  of t h e  information which you a r e  
g e t t i n g  from t h e s e  ques t ions  we put  t o  you, M r .  !4AY, I j u s t  
again ask you n o t  t o  d i scuss  your testimony and d i s c u s s  t h i s  
i n c i d e n t  wi th  o t h e r s .  I t h i n k  t h i s  might l e a d  t o  some em-
b a r r a s s i n g  s i t u a t i o n s ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  with r e s p e c t  t o  Lieuten-
a n t  FROSCH, f o r  example, o r  now M r .  FROSCH. 

A. General ,  i r '  I w a s  ii~corr-eci;i n  La1Xing "LG liiiit, 
I hope you w i l l  t e l l  me. 

Q My i n t e n t i o n  i s  t h a t  you do no t  t a l k  t o  people
such a s  t h a t ,  f r ank ly .  

A .  I f e l t  it was i n  t h e  i n t e r e s t  of g e t t i n g  t h e  f a c t s ,  
s i n c e  he refused  t o  appear be fo re  t h i s  committee. It might 
be one way t o  g e t  some f a c t s .  I assume t h a t ,  a t  some p o i n t  
you o r  someone has subpoena power s o  t h a t  you can r e q u i r e  
at tendance.  

You asked me t o  b r i n g  any documentation t h a t  
might be of a s s i s t a n c e .  I suspec t  t h a t  most of t h i s  i s  
redundant,  t h a t  you a l ready have the- same s o r t  of  information 
a v a i l a b l e ,  but  l e t  me o f f e r  what I have. 

Q. Yes, w e  would l i k e  very much t o  s e e  it. 
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A. I have a Quang Ngai b r i e f i n g  f o l d e r  which f u l l y  
desc r ibes  t h e  s i t u a t i o n  about t h a t  t ime,  I th ink  about November 
of 1967, bu t  i n  t h e  back it has a complete l i s t i n g  of  t h e  team 
which i s  of a d i f f e r e n t  d a t e  from t h e  l i s t  I gave you before .  
I f  you have f u l l  access  a s  t o  who t h e  members of t h e  team . 
were about t h a t  t ime ,  t h i s  might n o t  be u s e f u l .  

Q. We'd l i k e  t o  s e e  it and borrow it from you, and 
then  have it re tu rned  t o  you, a f t e r  e x t r a c t i n g  whatever w e  
would l i k e  t o  have from it. 

A .  I have e x t r a  copies .  

Q You d o n ' t  happen t o  have one of t h e s e  f o r  t h e  
per iod  immediately fol lowing T e t ,  do you? 

A .  No, s i r ,  I j u s t  picked up a few cop ies  of t h i s  
and t h a t .  I wrote my successor  and asked him t o  send me 
a few th ings .  I have h e r e  a l s o  an overlay which was s e n t  
t o  me by my successor  a t  my reques t  t o  use a t  t h e  t r a i n i n g  
c e n t e r  and t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  overlay shows t h e  d i s p o s i t i o n  o f  
t h e  1969 P a c i f i c a t i o n  Plan and it a l s o  has t h e  o u t l i n e  of 
t h e  secure  a r e a ,  it says a t  t h e  beginning of 1968. 

Q. Was t h i s  a t  t h e  beginning of  1968 o r  was t h i s  a f t e r  
Tet?  

A. It s a i d  a t  t h e  beginning of 1968 and t o  my re-
c o l l e c t i o n  t h a t  is  accura te  f o r  t h e  beginning of 1968. This  
was not  prepared by me, it was prepared by my replacement 
t h e r e  i n  Quang Ngai. 

Q. Bob BURKE? 

A.  Yes, s i r .  Xf t h a t ' s  of use  t o  you. 

Q. Why d o n ' t  you l e t  us t a k e  a look a t  it and w e  '11 
g e t  it back t o  you, Let  our  people s e e  it and s e e  i f  it w i l l  
be of any value t o  us. This is one of our  problems, j u s t  
looking a t  t h a t  l i s t  of people you had t h e r e  i n  November; 
by t h e  t i m e  we g e t  around t o  t h i s ,  even t h e  d i s t r i c t  ch ie f  
of Son Tinh i s  changed. 
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A .  I asked f o r  a l l  documentation t h a t  p e r t a i n s  i n  any-
way t o  t h e  i n c i d e n t .  The l a s t  t i m e  I was h e r e ,  I checked some 
d a t e s  and names from t h e  notebook. I t  i s  a very f ragmentated 
t h i n g ;  I had one f o r  each month. I t  i s  a very  f ragmentated 
t h i n g .  I f  you need t h a t ,  I w i l l  g i v e  t h a t  t o  you. 

Q We have copies  of a few monthly r e p o r t s .  

A. I haven ' t  been a b l e  t o  l o c a t e  any. They have 
thrown them away i n  t h e  S t a t e  Department and t h e  T ra in ing  
Cen te r ,  a f t e r  a yea r .  Well ,  i f  y o u ' r e  i n t e r e s t e d  h e r e ,  I 
have a couple  of da t ed  documents p e r t a i n i n g  t o  t h i s  f o r t i -
f i e d  hamle t ,  safe-haven v i l l a g e  concept  which we were pushing. 

Q That  might be h e l p f u l ,  i f  we can t a k e  a look a t  it 
t o  g e t  a f l a v o r  of it, i f  no th ing  e l s e .  

A .  We were pushing it f o r  some months. W e  drew up a 
l i s t ,  f ragmentary ,  n o t  a l l  i n c l u s i v e ,  of  t h e  problems and 

. a c t i o n s  t h a t ,  accord ing  t o  my n o t e s ,  I had been d e a l i n g  wi th  
i n  February,  March, A p r i l  and s o  on i n  Quang Ngai. I f  t h a t  
would be  of use  t o  you--

Q . ( . In te rpos ing)  Conceivably they  may be h e l p f u l .  
I would r a t h e r  doubt  i t ,  b u t  we can c e r t a i n l y  t a k e  a look a t  
them. 

A.  I have h e r e  a r e p o r t  which I b e l l e v e  w a s  d r a f t e d  
f o r  me by Colonel  G U I N N ,  t o  t a k e  up some of  my background 
m a t e r i a l  summarizing t h e  months i n  e i t h e r  March o r  A p r i l .  
I t  t e l l s  some of t h e  problems we had ,  b u t  i t ' s  on ly  n o t a b l e  
concerning t h i s  i n c i d e n t  because it shows t h e  s e t t i n g  f o r  one 
and it shows an absence of r e f e r e n c e  t o  t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  
problem o r  any th ing  r e l a t i n g  t o  t ha t .  

Q C e r t a i n l y  i n  t h i s  l i s t '  of t h i n g s ,  t h e  way you 've
main ta ined  t h i s ,  you would have expected t h a t  i f  any th ing  had 
come t o  your a t t e n t i o n  t h a t  it would have been inc luded  i n  
t h i s  l i s t .  

A. One of  t h e  o t h e r  t h i n g s  I was s e e i n g  General  KOS-
TER and General  YOUNG about a t  t h a t  t i m e  was t r y i n g  t o  g e t  
he lme t s ,  f l a k  j a c k e t s ,  r a d i o s  f o r  t h e  c i v i l i a n  members of o u r  
CORDS team. We c o u l d n t t  g e t  any,  b u t  w e  were under i n s t r u c t i o n s  
from Ambassador COLBY t o  t a k e  c a r e  of  o u r  team members i n  c a s e  
o f  ano the r  Tet-type a t t a c k .  I t  took q u i t e  awhi le  t o  g e t  them, 
b u t  t h e y  f i n a l l y  broke them l o o s e .  
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I t h i n k  a t  some po in t  i n  t h e  e a r l i e r  testimony t h e r e  
was an impl ica t ion  t h a t  maybe I d i d n ' t  g e t  a long w e l l  with Army 
o f f i c e r s  and i f  t h e r e  i s  such a l i n g e r i n g  f e e l i n g  o r  implica-
t i o n  I would l i k e  t o  add t o  t h e  record  my copies  of my l e t t e r s  
of commendation concerning General KOSTER and YOUNG. 

Q. I t h i n k  it would be h e l p f u l  i f  we d i d  s e e  them. 

A. Here ' s  a w r i t t e n  s ta tement  concerning t h e  way we 
handled t h e  f i l e s ,  t h e  handl ing and recording  of t h e  Quang . 
Ngai team's documents and, p a r t i c u l a r l y ,  General ,  t h i s  was 
a suS j e c t  t h a t  was d iscussed  i n  our  previous meeting. Records 
and some comments concerning t h e  Muscatine and Barker genera l  
s t r a t e g y  a s  being i n  l i n e  with our  problems a t  t h e  t ime. 

Q. Now what i s  t h e  d a t e  of t h i s  document? 

A. This  document I prepared between our  l a s t  meeting 
and today. 

I ' d  l i k e  a l s o  t o  give you a document concerning t h e  
assignment of r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  f o r  handl ing re fugees ,  And I. 
would note  t h a t  under normal circumstances when a m i l i t a r y  
opera t ion  d i s p l a c e s  people from a l o c a t i o n  they  would be 
brought i n  as  re fugees .  You w i l l  s e e  I provided f o r  t h e  
r e s ~ o n s i b i l i t yand p z r t i c u l a r l y  ths s e n i o r  d i s t r i c t  advisor  
i s  tasked f o r  being a l i a i s o n  i n  h i s  d i s t r i c t .  

Q .  Well, t h i s  i s  f i n e ,  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  we need t h i s  
p a r t i c u l a r  paper ,  though. We might look a t  it; j u s t  l e t  t h e  
people s e e  what it is.  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  i t ' s  r e a l l y  germane t o  
what we're  g e t t i n g  a t  t h e  p resen t  moment. 

A. I t h i n k  you wanted t h i s  one on t h e  c i v i l i a n  cas-
u a l t i e s ,  General. 

Q - Yes, t h i s  i s  f o r  December 1 9 6 7 ,  r i g h t .  

MR MACCRATE : M r .  MAY, do you have any r e c o l l e c t i o n  today a s  
t o  why t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  r e p o r t  of c i v i l i a n  war c a s u a l t y  s t a t i s -  
t i c s  was prepared? 
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A. The s t a t i s t i c s  a r e  s t a n d a r d  s ta t i s t ics  c o l l e c t e d  
a t  p rov ince  h o s p i t a l s  by t h e  MEDCAP team o r  whatever  CORDS 
medical  group i s  t h e r e .  I t  was p u t  i n  t h i s  format  a t  t h a t  
p a r t i c u l a r  t i m e ,  I b e l i e v e ,  because e i t h e r  Sena to r  KENNEDY o r  
some o t h e r ,  o r  perhaps  s e v e r a l  groups were a t  t h a t  t i m e  zero-
i n g  i n  on t h e  g r o s s  inadequacy of US medical  c a r e  f o r  c i v i l i -  
ans .  There were a l l e g a t i o n s  t h a t  t h e  e n t i r e  h o s p i t a l  was 
f u l l  of war wounded, t h a t  t h e r e  were l o t s  o f  napalm b a b i e s  
and a l l  t h e  r e s t  of it. So t h i s  w a s  an a t tempt  t o  conso l i -  
d a t e  i n  one a r e a  as much of t h e  in format ion  as was a v a i l a b l e .  

MR MACCRATE: A s  f a r  as you know, a comparable s tudy  was n o t  
b rought  t o g e t h e r  f o r  a subsequent  p e r i o d  i n  1968? 

A. Wel l ,  I would assume it would be .  I n  f a c t ,  I have 
reason  t o  b e l i e v e  t h a t  this i s  i n  t h e  n a t u r e  o f  an annual  r e -  
p o r t ,  because D r .  CONNELLY goes back and views t h e  accom-
p l i shmen t s  of t h e  team over  a cons ide rab le  p e r i o d  of t ime.  
H e  spealcs of t h e  forward p lanning  f o r  va r ious  developments. 
So i f  t h e  team i s  s t a f f e d  and does i t s  job ,  I b e l i e v e  p u b l i c  
h e a l t h  d i v i s i o n  would be r e q u i r i n g  t h e s e  p e r i o d i c a l l y  by a l l  
teams. 

I f  you t h i n k  i t ' s  germane, Genera l ,  I have h e r e  a 
copy of t h e  a u d i t  r e p o r t  which I prepared  on t h e  A I D  s i d e  only  
of t h e  o p e r a t i o n s  of o u r  team. It might g i v e  you an i n s i g h t  
. as  t o  t h e  t y p e s  of  problems t h a t  we were t r y i n g  t o  cope w i t h  
and some of t h e  methods we had t o  u se  i n  Quang Ngai Province 
a t  about  t h a t  t i m e .  

10: It would be  h e l p f u l  t o  look  a t  it. W e  may 
n o t  f i n d  anyth ing  i n  i t , b u t  f o r  j u s t  g e n e r a l  in format ion  it 
might be h e l p f u l .  

A. T h e r e ' s  t h e  a u d i t  r e p o r t  and my r e p l y .  I Id l i k e  
t o  r e a d  t o  you o r  g ive  you a copy o f  t h e  n o t e s  I used f o r  a 
speech i n  t h e  Uni ted S t a t e s  r e p r e s e n t i n g  t h e  S t a t e  Department 
a t  a  number of u n i v e r s i t i e s .  I commended o u r  m i l i t a r y  l e a d e r s  
and t h e  campaign conducted o u t  i n  Vietnam, i n  what I t h i n k  a r e  
t e r m s  q u i t e  r e l e v a n t  t o  my l a c k  of knowledge of t h i s  i n c i d e n t .  
May I g i v e  you a copy, and i f  y o u ' l l  t u r n  t o  t h e  second page,  
i t e m  13.  
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a - When d id  you make t h i s  speech? 

A. I d e l i v e r e d  t h a t  i n  J u l y  and August 1968. 

a- A f t e r  you r e t u r n e d  from PSA, Quang Ngai. 

A. Yes, sir. I had n o t  y e t  r e p o r t e d  for d u t y  i n  t h e  
S t a t e  Department, b u t  I w a s  i n  correspondence and t h e y  asked  
m e  t o  d e l i v e r  a d d r e s s e s  on p a c i f i c a t i o n  i n  Vietnam and o u r  
program g e n e r a l l y ,  a t  f o u r  d i f f e r e n t  u n i v e r s i t i e s .  

Q - You may r ead  t h i s  i n t o  t h e  r eco rd  i f  you 'd  l i k e  to 
r e a d  paragraph 13.  

A. Thank you,  General .  "Our m i l i t a r y  l e a d e r s  and c i v i l  
l e a d e r s  t h e r e  a r e  o u t s t a n d i n g l y  a b l e  men, d e d i c a t e d  t o  t h e  
p u b l i c  s e r v i c e ,  real  p r o f e s s i o n a l s ,  coopera te  w e l l  t o g e t h e r ,  
tremendous human i t a r i ans ,  r e a l  s t u d e n t s  of  h i s t o r y ,  e s p e c i a l l y  
o f  counte r - insurgency ,  courageous,  and they  a r e  winning.  They 
need ou r  s u p p o r t ,  n o t  armchair  commando advice  from t h o s e  who 
are n o t  p r o f e s s i o n a l s  n o r  e x p e r t ,  n o r  have e v e r  been t h e r e ,  
n o r  a r e  d i r e c t l y  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  t h e  l i v e s  and d e a t h s  o f  
t h e i r  men and t h e  people  i n  t h e i r  a r e a s  o f  a c t i o n .  No Army 
i n  h i s t o r y  h a s  been a b l e  s o  p a i n s t a k i n g l y  humani ta r ian  and 
c a r e f u l  of  c i v i l  l i f e  and p r o p e r t y  a t  such a c o s t  i n  t h e i r  
own l i v e s .  Our army men unders tand  c i v i l i a n  problems and 
provide  o u t s i d e  p r o t e c t i o n  and o v e r a l l  s u p p o r t  t o  c i v i l i a n  
a i d ,  development, and r e c o n s t r u c t i o n .  " I s a i d  t h a t  because 
I rleai~tI t ,  Genera l ,  and I ' ln  ar ' rai i i  I wouidn 'L have been able 
t o  g ive  q u i t e  t h e  same speech had I had any i n k l i n g  o f  t h e  
s i t u a t i o n  t h a t  o c c u r r e d  i n  My L a i .  There a r e  s e v e r a l  o t h e r  
documents o f  a s i m i l a r  n a t u r e ;  I j u s t  b rought  t h i s  one as 
i l l u s t r a t i v e  o f  how I f e l t .  

Q *  I t h i n k  t h a t ' s  s u f f i c i e n t .  

A. I have some n o t e s  h e r e  o f  some d i s c u s s i o n s  w i t h  t h e  
prov ince  c h i e f ,  l ong  hand n o t e s ,  which have never  been t r a n -  
s c r i b e d .  My d a t e  s a y s  4 February.  I w a s n ' t  i n  Quang Ngai on 
4 February,  i t  must have been 1 4  o r  4 March. A t  any r a t e  
it r e v e a l s  t h e  k i n d  of ,problems w e  were wor r i ed  about  and 
it shows t h e  problems-- 

Q - ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Unless t h e r e  I s  something t h a t ' s  
r e a l l y  p o i n t e d  t o  t h e  s i t u a t i o n  i n  My La i ,  I t h i n k  w e  have 
enough of  t h e  g e n e r a l  t e n o r  and f l a v o r  o f  your  r e l a t i o n s h i p  
and t h e  a c t i v i t i e s  t h e r e .  
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A. I t  does s ay  a t  Son Tinh ,  h e ,  Major M I N H ,  who was 
t h e  d i s t r i c t  c h i e f  t h e n ,  proposed a second f o r t i f i e d  v i l l a g e  
t h e r e  a t  Nui Tran t o  g e t  w e l l  i n s i d e  t h e  s e c u r e  a r e a .  

Q What t ime w a s  t h a t ,  then?  

A. I t  says  i n  my handwr i t ing  a t  t h e  t i m e ,  4 Febru-
a r y ,  s o  it had t o  be t h e  1 4 t h ,  t h e r e  was a meeting r i g h t  a f -
t e r  I got back. 

& But t h e  ch i e f  was n o t  t h e  ind iv idua l .  named. The 
d i s t r i c t  ch i e f  w a s  L i eu t enan t  TAN a t  t h a t  t i m e .  

A. Major M I N H ,  I know, h e ' s  t h e  . s e c t o r  com-
mander o r  deputy commander who was i n s t r u c t i n g  t h e  d i s t r i c t  
c h i e f s  who were p r e s e n t  a t  that meeting.  

Q H e  cou ld  have been t h e  so -ca l l ed  group commander. 

A. Major M I N H ,  no t  Captain  MINX, Major M I N H .  And aga in  
i t ' s  c h i e f l y  n o t a b l e  f o r  no th ing  of  t h e  s o r t  t h a t  y o u ' r e  con-
cerned  w i t h  came up i n  t h e  d i s c u s s i o n s  and my n o t e s  a r e  very 
exhaus t ive .  

Q I t h i n k  t h a t  w i l l  s u f f i c e .  Wel l ,  a g a i n  w e  thank  
you far coining i n .  Ne w i l l  t n k c  t h e s e  docim,ents, those t h a t  
we want reproduced and w i l l  reproduce them and r e t u r n  t h e  or -
i g i n a l s  t o  you. 

A. I t h i n k  you have d u p l i c a t e s  i n  every  c a s e .  I 
xeroxed c o p i e s ,  Genera l ,  s o  i f  i t s  more convenien t  you may 
s imply retain them. 

Q A l l  r i g h t .  What about  the map? I b e l i e v e  you want 
t h a t .  

A. WeFd l i k e  t h a t  back as a t e a c h i n g  a i d  whenever i t ' s  
convenien t ,  s i r .  

Q. A l l  r i g h t .  The hea r ing  w i l l  r e c e s s  a t  t h i s  t i m e .  

(The h e a r i n g  r eces sed  a t  1552 h o u r s ,  1 7  February 
1970.) 
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