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CONFIDENTIAL 

ALAUX observed t h e  Nat iona l  P o l i c e  k i l l  from f o u r  t o  
f i v e  males who were somewhere between 20 and 4 0  y e a r s  
o f  age (pg.  2 9 ) .  He had no i d e a  from whom t h e  o r d e r  

. came t o  k i l l  t h e s e  people  Cpg. 2 9 ) .  They were k i l l e d  
j u s t  o u t s i d e  t h e  cemetery CP (pg. 2 9 ) .  Even though it 
was h i s  impress ion t h a t  t h e s e  people  were s h o t  down i n  
c o l d  blood a f t e r  a kangaroo c o u r t  (pg. 38) , he f e l t  
t h a t  t h e r e  was l i t t l e  he could do because t h e  s u s p e c t s  
had been k i l l e d  by South Vietnamese Na t iona l  P o l i c e  
(pg. 3 9 ) .  He r e c a l l e d  no th ing  about  a f i n g e r  be ing  c u t  
o f f  a VC p r i s o n e r  (pg. 3 9 ) .  

INQUIRIES AFTER THE ASSAULT. 

and 
(pg 
an i 

ALAUX r e c a l l e d  h e a r i n g  t h a t  Colonel  HENDERSON came down 
in t e rv i ewed  two o r  t h r e e  people  a f t e r  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  
2 7 ) .  ALAUX d i d - n o t - r e c a l l  hea r ing  anyth ing  about  

n v e s t i g a t i o n  of t h e  My Lai  i n c i d e n t  (pg. 4 1 ) .  No one 
e v e r  ques t ioned  him about it and no one e v e r  i n d i c a t e d  
t o  him t h a t  an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  was be ing  made (pg.  4 1 ) .  
H e  w a s  never  t o l d  t o  keep q u i e t  about  it (pg.  4 2 ) .  He 
d i d  n o t  know o f  any such i n s t r u c t i o n  be ing  g iven  t o  
t h e  men o f  C Company (pg. 4 2 )  . 
5 .  REPORTS OF THE INVESTIGATION. 

ALAUX knew t h a t  he  had an o b l i g a t i o n  t o  r e p o r t  
any a t r o c i t y  seen  i n  a war zone (pg. 40) . However, he 
f e l t  t h a t  it would have been i l l o g i c a l  t o  r e p o r t  what he 
had seen  a t  My Lai  through h i s  cha in  of  command s i n c e  he 
f e l t  t h a t  t h e  i n i t i a l  o r d e r  t o  d e s t r o y  t h e  v i l l a g e  had 
come through t h e  cha in  of  command (pg.  39) . The 
impress ion ALAUX had was t h a t  t h e  o r i g i n a l  sou rce  of 
t n e s e  o r d e r s  was h ighe r  than  Task Force Barker i t s e l f  (pg.  
4 0 ) .  He d i d  n o t  t h i n k  t h a t  t h e  bab ie s  w e r e  k i l l e d  under 
o r d e r s  (pg.  4 1 )  . H e  b e l i e v e d  t h a t  t h e  e v e n t s  i n  My Lai  
were n o t  r e p o r t e d  i n  t h e  u sua l  way because t h e  men could 
n o t  dec ide  whether o r  n o t  what t hey  had done was wrong 
(pg. 4 1 )  . A t  t h a t  t ime,  most of t h e  people  i n  t h e  
company d i d  n o t  b e l i e v e  t h e i r  a c t i o n s  had been improper 
(pg.  4 1 ) .  The men b e l i e v e d  t h a t  i n  moving through My Lai  
and k i l l i n g  t h e  r e s i d e n t s  they  were a c t i n g  i n  accordance 
wi th  t h e i r  o r d e r s  (pg. 40) .  
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a r t i l l e r y  suppor t  (pgs. 89, 90) . I Ie  was moni tor ing h i s  own 
n e t  (pg. 9 0 ) .  H e  r e c a l l e d  no t r ansmis s ion  from L ieu tenan t  Col- 
o n e l  BARKER t o  MEDINA t o  s t o p  t h e  k i l l i n g  n e a r  t h e  t i m e  o f  CARTER'S 
d u s t o f f  (pgs .  94, 9 5 ) ,  nor  d i d  he  r e c a l l  MEDINA t r a n s m i t t i n g  
a r e p o r t  o f  a 310 K I A  body count  dur ing  t h e  lunch break  i n  
t h e  v i l l a g e  n e x t  t o  My L a i  (4)  (pg. 9 5 ) .  He r e c a l l e d  no 
a c t u a l  chow break and did n o t  know what he  w a s  doing a t  
t h e  t i m e  one occu r red  (pgs .  95, 133) . 

c. Act ions  a f t e r  l e a v i n g  My Lai .  

(1) En r o u t e  t o  t h e  l a a g e r  s i te .  

The company moved i n  a n o r t h  and e a s t e r n  
d i r e c t i o n  through a v i l l a g e  300 t o  4 0 0  meters  e a s t  nor th-  
e a s t  o f  My L a i  ( 4 )  (pgs.  1 4 1 ,  142) . There were very  few 
people  l e f t  i n  t h i s  v i l l a g e ,  and ALAUX could n o t  r e c a l l  
any th ing  s i g n i f i c a n t  happening t h e r e  (pg.  1 4 2 ) .  A l a r g e  
group o f  persons  was rounded up by t h e  company and 
r e l e a s e d  a s h o r t  t i m e  l a t e r  a t  My Lai  ( 6 )  (pg.  142) . 
Eigh t  t o  t e n  mi l i t a ry -age  males were k e p t  w i th  t h e  company 
(pg. 147) . A f t e r  l e a v i n g  My Lai  (6 )  t h e  company t r a v e l l e d  
due e a s t  t o  t h e  n i g h t  l a a g e r  p o s i t i o n  (pg. 1 4 3 ) .  

(2 )  I n t e r r o g a t i o n  o f  p r i s o n e r s  a t  t h e  l a a g e r  s i t e .  

F i f t y  meters  s h o r t  of  t h e  l a a g e r  p o s i t i o n  
Na t iona l  P o l i c e ,  who had been flown i n  a f t e r  t h e  company 
had passed th rough  J4y L a i  ( 4 ) ,  i n t e r r o g a t e d  and k i l l e d  
f i v e  t o  s i x  VC suspec ts '  (pg. 1 0 5 ) .  These. people  were t i e d  . . 

up and s h o t  wh i l e  s q u a t t i n g  i n  a s m a l l  d i t c h  no more than  
two f e e t  h i g h  and two f e e t  deep (pgs .  105-107) . The shoo t ings  ' 

took: p l a c e  approximately  45 minutes  a f t e r  t h e  i n t e r r o g a t i o n  
(pg. 1 0 5 ) .  KOTOUC, JOHNSON, P H U ,  and probably h a l f  t h e  
company observed what was happening (pgs .  106-108). He hea rd  
somethi.ng about  KOTOUC c u t t i n g  o f f  t h e  f i n g e r  of  a s u s p e c t ,  
b u t  h e  d i d  n o t  see it (pg. 1 0 8 ) .  H e  saw no o t h e r  p r i s o n e r s  
s h o t  (pgs.  108,  1 0 9 ) .  

4 .  INQUIRIES AFTER THE ASSAULT. 

The witness d i d  n o t  know t h a t  Colonel  LUPER was conduct-
i n g  an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  of  t h e  My LaL i n c i d e n t ,  and h e  was neve r  
asked any q u e s t i o n s  about  t h e  m a t t e r  (pg.  112) . H e  never  saw 
an i n c i d e n t  r e p o r t  concerning t h i s  o p e r a t i o n ,  and he was 
never  asked t o  r ende r  in format ion  f o r  such a r e p o r t  (pg.  1 1 2 ) .  
He surmised t h a t  due t o  t h e  number o f  rounds f i r e d  i n  t h e  
p rep  an  i n c i d e n t  r e p o r t  w a s  f i l e d  (pg. 1 1 2 ) .  
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48-hour e x t e n s i o n  and t h e n  i f  t h e r e  i s  heavy c o n t a c t  i n  t h e  
area it i s  extended by 24 o r  4 8  hours .  So my impress ion was 
t h a t  t h i s  would be a r e l a t i v e l y  s h o r t  o p e r a t i o n .  This  p o s s i b l y  
stems from t h e  f a c t  t h a t  most of t h e  o p e r a t i o n s  were f a i r l y  
s h o r t .  

Q. Your obse rva t ion  t h a t  t h e  ARVN d i v i s i o n  wanted 
MY L a i  ( 4 )  wiped o u t  i s  a very  i n t e r e s t i n g  one. Could you 
develop t h i s  a l i t t l e  more? 

A. None of t h i s  g o e s . o u t  t o  t h e  p r e s s ,  does  i t ?  

Q Oh, d e f i n i t e l y  n o t .  

A .  I hope no t .  To be ve ry  f r ank  wi th  you and I 
know I c a n ' t  speak from 1 0 0  p e r c e n t  knowledge, n o t  even 10 
p e r c e n t  knowledge, my b r o t h e r  was i n  Vietnam 18 months and 
he r e s p e c t e d  ve ry  h i g h l y  t h e  ARVN d i v i s i o n  he was wi th .  
H e  was down i n  War Zone D i n  t h e  Saigon a rea .  But t h e  
ARVN d i v i s i o n  t h a t  we had a t  Quang Ngai a t  t h e  t ime  t h a t  
w e  were t h e r e  I p e r s o n a l l y  do n o t  r e s p e c t  t h a t  h i g h l y  
as a f i g h t i n g  f o r c e .  On t h e s e  o p e r a t i o n s  i n t o  My Lai  and 
t h e  P i n k v i l l e  a r e a ,  we had one company from t h e  ARVN d i v i s i o n  
accompany us  on two of  t h e  o p e r a t i o n s .  One I remember 
i n  p a r t i c u l a r  when, I b e l i e v e ,  Captain  MICHLES was e i t h e r  
wounded o r  he had q u i t e  a few members of h i s  company wounded, 
i n  heavy c o n t a c t .  The ARVN d i v i s i o n  company was p u t  i n  
b lock ing  p o s i t i o n  t o  t h e  sou th  was what it was. We had 
g o t t e n  i n t o  p r e t t y  heavy c o n t a c t  around t h e  middle of t h e  
a f t e r n o o n ,  2 o r  3 i n  t h e  a f t e r n o o n ,  and n o t  accord ing  t o  
p l a n s ,  as f a r  a s  t h e  b r i e f i n g  t h a t  I g o t ,  t h e  ARVN company 
p u l l e d  o u t  of p o s i t i o n  somewhere i n  midaf ternoon.  A l l  
r i g h t ,  so t h i s  c o n t a c t  con t inued  th roughout  t h e  n i g h t  and 
w e  had "spookies"  i n  t h e r e  and c a l l e d  i n  i n t e r m i t t e n t  a r t i l l e r y ;  
b u t  d u r i n g  t h e  n i g h t ,  due t o  t h e  gap l e f t  by t h e  ARVN company, 
t h e  m a j o r i t y  of  t h e  main f o r c e  b a t t a l i o n  had g o t t e n  sou th  
t o  t h e  Song Tra Khuc R i ~ e r .  So, I d o n ' t  know--what was 
t h e  o r i g i n a l  q u e s t i o n ?  

Q - W e l l ,  we have had i n d i c a t i o n s  t h a t  t hey  wouldn ' t  
go into My L a i  ( 4 )  , P i n k v i l l e  a r e a .  

A. That  i s  t h e  impress ion ,  a g a i n ,  t h a t  I g o t .  I 
d i d n ' t  a c t u a l l y  know any ARVN a d v i s o r s  and most of them 
were p r e t t y  t r u t h f u l  wi th  me about  t h e i r  t r o o p s .  I d i d n ' t  
know any of  them p e r s o n a l l y  s o  I c a n ' t  s a y  f o r  s u r e ,  b u t  I 
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A. I would assume he  d i d .  This was an a r e a  n o t  
i n  My Lai  ( 4 )  i t s e l f .  This  was My Lai  ( 3 )  o r  f u r t h e r  t han  
t h a t  even. Very p o s s i b l y  he d i d  t a k e  p a r t .  

Q. Do you know anyth ing  about t h e  Nat iona l  P o l i c e  
k i l l i n g  t w o  VC s u s p e c t s ?  

A .  Y e s ,  t hey  k i l l e d  a few more than t h a t  I b e l i e v e .  
Y e s ,  they  had i n t e r r o g a t e d  t h e s e  people  f o r  q u i t e  some 
t ime '  and were g e t t i n g  no in format ion .  They d i d  away wi th  
them a t  t h e  p o i n t  where w e  were h e l d  up, which was j u s t  
o u t s i d e  t h e  cemetery CP. 

Q. Did you observe t h i s  t a k e  p lace?  

A. Y e s ,  I d i d .  

Q. Do you know whether  t hey  were g iven  p e h i s s i o n  
t o  do t h i s  by Capta in  MEDINA, L ieu tenan t  CALLEY, o r  Captain  

' KOTOUC? 

A.  I have no i d e a  whether t h e  o r d e r  came from 
whoever was i n  charge of  t h e  Na t iona l  P o l i c e ,  o r  i f  t h e  
o r d e r  came from him, o r  whether it came from--just on i n t u i t i o n ,  
I would say  it d i d  n o t  come from Captain MEDINA. And a s  
f a r  as Captain  KOTOUC g i v i n g  t h e  o r d e r ,  I b e l i e v e  no t .  . 

I c a n ' t  say  f o r  s u r e .  I d i d  no t  h e a r  an o r d e r  f o r  them 
t o  be  k i l l e d .  I w a s  j u s t  i n  t h e  a r e a  and s t a r t e d  h e a r i n g  
gunshots ,  t u rned  around,  and it was happening. 

Q. You i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  t h e s e  may have been more 
t h a n  two VC s u s p e c t s  k i l l e d ?  

A.  Y e s ,  a s  f a r  as I can remember t h e r e  were--
w e l l ,  I s t a t e d  once it.was more than  t h a t .  I t  was f o u r ,  
f i v e ,  o r  s i x ;  sorilewhere i n  t h e r e .  These were a l l  males 
of middle age--20, 30, l a t e  3 0 ' s ,  4 0 ' s  p o s s i b l y .  

Q W e  have t a l k e d  t o  q u i t e  a number of w i tnes ses  
about  t h e  o p e r a t i o n s  f o r  t h e  company on t h e  17 th  and 18 th .  
A s  f a r  a s  we can g a t h e r ,  t hey  were of l i t t l e  s i g n i f i c a n c e .  
The company encountered l i t t l e  o r  no r e s i s t a n c e  a t  a l l ,  
p o s s i b l y  burned two o r  t h r e e  d e s e r t e d  hamlets  a s  t hey  moved 
sou th  t o  t h e  r i v e r  and back up aga in .  I wanted t o  ask  
you, though,  a q u e s t i o n  which p o s s i b l y  i s  connected w i t h  
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The t h i n g  i s ,  a t  t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  time and p lace  and s i t u a t i o n ,  
and t h e  s t r a i n s  and s t r e s s e s  under which those  people were 
p u t ,  I imagine t h a t  doing t h i s  was a very r a t i o n a l  t h i n g ,  very 
much so .  

Q e  
What w a s  your r e a c t i o n  when you saw those  VC sus-

p e c t s  being k i l l e d  by t h e  Nat ional  Po l i ce?  

A .  This i s  something--I d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  i n  war bas i -
c a l l y .  I b e l i e v e  t h e r e  i s  very much a need f o r  an in te rna -
t i o n a l  p o l i c e  f o r c e  t o  go i n t o  a reas  l i k e  South Vietnam 
and advise on a very l a r g e  s c a l e .  A s  f a r  as  t h e  Nat ional  
P o l i c e  i n  t h i s  i n c i d e n t ,  I had heard many s t o r i e s  about t h e  
Nat ional  Po l i ce  and t h e  way i n  which they  c a r r i e d  o u t  t h e i r  
ope ra t ions ,  which was extremely b r u t a l  and q u i t e  h e a r t l e s s .  
I am no t  condemning t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  method of opera t ion ,  
because i n  a s i t u a t i o n  l i k e  t h i s ,  it is  a war s i t u a t i o n  and 
t h e r e  i s  only  two ways t o  go i n  a war:. you win it o r  you 
l o s e  it. A s  f a r  a s  t h e i r  p a r t i c u l a r  method of opera t ion ,  
it probably was e f f e c t i v e .  I t  i s  a kangaroo c o u r t ,  b u t  I 
have no a u t h o r i t y  t o  make a dec i s ion  on a kangaroo c o u r t ,  
although I do have an opinion.  

Q You a r e  an o f f i c e r  i n  t h e  Army and you have had 
t r a i n i n g .  I guess you went t o  F o r t  S i l l ?  

A. . Right.  

Q. What opt ions  do you have? What can you do when 
you s e e  t h i n g s  of t h i s  na ture?  

A.  I d i d n ' t  l i k e  t h e  whole war, though. I can 
w r i t e  t o  my Congressman, but-- . 

Q. ( In te rpos ing)  Okay, you can w r i t e  t o  your Congress-
man. That is  one t h i n g  you can do. But l e t ' s  g e t  a l i t t l e  
more p r a c t i c a l .  You s e e  people t h a t  you consider  c h i l d r e n  
k i l l e d  unnecessar i ly  i n  a v i l l a g e .  Nothing i s  done. You s e e  
unarmed people captured by f r i e n d l y  f o r c e s  and s h o t  down 
i n  cold  blood. Is t h a t  going too  f a r  t o  say t h a t  they were 
sho t  down i n  cold  blood? 

A. I f  you want t o  d e f i n e  it h e r e ,  yes.  
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Q Did one of them have h i s  f i n g e r  chopped o f f ,  do 
you know--one of t h e s e  p r i soners?  

A. I d o n ' t  know. I d o n ' t  t h i n k  so .  I d i d n ' t  s e e  
it. 

Q Did you hear  anything about i t ?  

A. Poss ib ly  t h e r e  was a rumor. 

Q L e t ' s  say t h a t  you d i d  hea r  t h a t  and you d i d  s e e  
a l l  of t h e s e  o t h e r  t h i n g s .  What could you do--what recourse 
do you have i f  you d o n ' t  l i k e  these  th ings?  

A. I could r e f u s e  t o  c a r r y  ou t  any f u r t h e r  o rde r s  
on t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  opera t ion ,  anh ask t o  be removed from 
t h e  a r e a  of opera t ion ,  which would, of course,  make m e  
l i a b l e  f o r  a cour t -mar t ia l  o f fense .  

Q What e l s e  could you do? 

A. Write my Congressman. I could--

Q . ( In te rpos ing)  I s n ' t  it s t r ange  t h a t  you would 
go t o  your Congressman be fo re  your chain of command? What 
d i d  you t h i n k  about your chain of command? 

A. W e i i ,  it came down through my chain of command, 
t h e  i n i t i a l  o rde r  t o  go i n  and des t roy  t h i s  v i l l a g e .  So, it 
would no t  have been very l o g i c a l ,  i f  I d i d  no t  go along w i t h  
t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  opera t ion ,  t o  go back up through my chain 
of  command i n  which t h i s  o rde r  had j u s t  come down, a s  f a r  a s  
I was concerned. 

Q How about t h e s e  VC suspects  t h a t  were s h o t  down? 
I f  you d i d n ' t  l i k e  t h a t ,  what could you do? 

A. Very l i t t l e ,  a s  f a r  a s  I could s e e ,  because t h e s e  
were Nat ional  Policemen; t h e s e , w e r e  t h e  South Vietnamese them-
s e l v e s  doing t h i s .  

Q. Do you know of any o b l i g a t i o n s  you had by regu-
l a t i o n s ?  
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Q Can you say by looking a t  t h e  a e r i a l  photograph
whether it would be on t h e  sou theas t  corner  o r  due south o r  
t h e  southwest corner? 

A. No, a t  t h i s  t i m e  I t h i n k  it would be t o  t h e  south 
s i d e  of t h e  v i l l a g e .  

Q- Do you th ink  you can f i x  i t ?  

A. No, I c a n ' t  f i x  t h a t  loca t ion .  

Q Did you s e e  anything a f t e r  you depar ted  t h e  
v i l l a g e ?  

A. This  is  My L a i ( 4 )  you a r e  t a l k i n g  about? I n  
r e l a t i o n  to '  what i n  p a r t i c u l a r ?  

Q Dead Vietnamese, o r  d id  any o t h e r  i n c i d e n t s  occur? 

A .  I b e l i e v e  t h e r e  was no f u r t h e r  dead t h a t  I saw 
a f t e r  we had l e f t  My L a i ( 4 )  with t h e  except ion of  t h e  ones 
t h a t  were being i n t e r r o g a t e d  by t h e  Nat ional  P o l i c e  sometime 
l a t e r .  

Q Can you f i x  any dead o r  l a r g e  numbers of dead, 
i f  t h e r e  were any, on t h e  a e r i a l  photograph t h a t  you saw? 

A. No, I c a n ' t .  

Q. Is t h e r e  anything e l s e  t h a t  I c a m p u t  on t h i s  
a e r i a l  photograph concerning your experiences of 1 6  March 
a t  My Lai ( 4 )  t h a t  you f e e l  would be of s i g n i f i c a n c e  t o  t h i s  
inqu i ry?  

A. No, I b e l i e v e  you have everyth ing  on t h e  a e r i a l  
photograph t h a t  I can even come halfway c l o s e  t o  i d e n t i f y i n g .  

Q You ind ica ted  previous ly  t h a t  you might be a b l e  
t o  i d e n t i f y  t h e  l o c a t i o n  of photographs P-29 and P-56? 

A. Yes, t h e s e  a r e  what I recognize t o  be t h e  LZ f o r  
t h e  opera t ion .  That would be taken from o r  towards a sou the r ly  
view which would p u t  the  t r e e s  i n  t h e  background; poss ib ly  
t h i s  t ree l i n e  loca ted  here .  

Q. So you th ink  photographs P-56 and P-29 would be 
i n  t h e  v i c i n t y  of what we have previous ly  i n d i c a t e d  a s  p o s i t -
ion  l ?  
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Q - ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Studying t h e  c o n t e n t s ?  . 

A.  Right ,  he was t h e r e  then .  I d o n ' t  know whether he 
had gone i n  and come back o u t  f o r  t h a t  o r  not., b u t  a f t e r  w e  had 
opened it he was t h e r e  f o r  t h e  s tudy ing  of t h e  c o n t e n t s ,  and s o  
on. 

Q. This  i s  a l i t t l e  r e p e t i t i o u s  b u t  f o r  my sake ,  t h e r e  
i s  one t h i n g  I wish you 'd  go ove r  aga in .  A f t e r  your a r r i v a l  i n  
t h e  l a a g e r  a r e a ,  you s a w  t h e  Nat iona l  P o l i c e ,  and t h e  ARVN, and 
perhaps  some o t h e r  people  i n t e r r o g a t i n g  some p r i s o n e r s  t h e r e ,  
some VC s u s p e c t s .  Would you r e p e a t  t h a t  f o r  m e ,  p l e a s e ?  

A .  A f t e r  we l e f t  My Lai  ( 4 )  we t r a v e l l e d  e a s t .  J u s t  
s h o r t  of what ou r  l a a g e r  p o s i t i o n  was t o  t u r n  o u t  t o  be ,  n o t  
more than  50 meters  s h o r t  of  what it was, we had s topped  and 
t h e  Na t iona l  P o l i c e  were i n t e r r o g a t i n g  s e v e r a l  p r i s o n e r s  t h a t  
t hey  p icked  up a long  t h e  way. 

Q - Had t h e s e  Na t iona l  P o l i c e  accompanied you? 

A. Yes, t hey  came i n  and they  were wi th  t h e  command 
group.  I t h i n k  w e  p icked  them up l a E e r  on. I t h i n k  they  f l e w  
them i n  a f t e r  we came through t h e  f i r s t  v i l l a g e .  

Q =  W e l l ,  you go ahead and I ' l l  come back t o  t h i s .  

A. A f t e r  i n t e r r o g a t i n g  them f o r ,  I d o n ' t  know, h a l f  an  
hour o r  45 minutes ,  t h e y  were t i e d  up and p u t  i n  a d i t c h  and 
s h o t .  

Q How many of  them? 

A. I remember .four o r  f i v e  o r  s i x ,  somewhere i n  t h a t  
neighborhood. I d o n ' t  know; I d i d n ' t  count  them. 

Q - Who t i e d  them up? 

A. I d o n ' t  know. When' I saw them I was i n  a d i f f e r e ' n t  
p a r t  of t h e  a r e a  then .  I imagine t h e  Nat iona l  P o l i c e  t i e d  them 
up. When I saw them they  were be ing  l e d  over  t o  t h i s  d i t c h .  
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Q - And you say  t h i s  w a s  j u s t  a l i t t l e  w e s t  t hen  of  
where y o u . a c t u a l l y  had your n i g h t  p o s i t i o n ?  

A. Right .  The n i g h t  p o s i t i o n  was i n  t h e  c l e a r i n g  j u s t  
east. It was a sma l l  t r e e  l i n e  t h a t  s topped ,  and then  t h e r e  w a s  
a few f i e l d s  j u s t  o u t s i d e  t h i s  tree l i n e .  

Q. And your n i g h t  l a a g e r  w a s  p r e t t y  w e l l  r i g h t  on t h e  ' 

cemetery a r e a ,  i s  t h a t  c o r r e c t ?  

A .  Y e s .  

Q. But j u s t  s h o r t  of  t h e r e  i s  where you s a w  t h e  Na t iona l  
Po l i ce .  Did you s e e  them s h o o t  t h e s e  p r i s o n e r s ?  

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q- Was t h e r e  any.Arnerican n e a r  t h e r e ?  

A. . Y e s ,  sir. The whole company was around t h e  a r e a .  -

Q. Was t h e r e  anybody i n t e r r o g a t i n g  them? 

A. Y e s ,  t h e  Nat iona l  P o l i c e  were; and a s  f a r  a s  A R V N ' s ,  
I d o n ' t  know i f  t h e r e  were any ARVN's  i n t e r r o g a t i n g ;  and Capta in  
KOTOUC. 

Q - .  Capta in  KOTOUC, and d i d  he have h i s  i n t e r p r e t e r  w i t h  
him? Do you know.h is  i n t e r p r e t e r ?  

A. . I f o r g o t  h i s  name, b u t  I b e l i e v e  he w a s  t h e r e .  

Q Sergean t  HIEN? H-I-E-N.  

A. I b e l i e v e  he was t h e r e .  

Q. Y e s ,  d i d  you s e e  Sergeant  P H U  t h e r e  as w e l l ,  Capta in  
MJ3DINA1 s i n t e r p r e t e r ?  

A. Sergean t  P H U  w a s  more t h a n  l i k e l y  t h e r e .  These a r e  
p o i n t s  t h a t  would s t i c k  i n  my  mind because i t ' s  normal t o  have 
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him t h e r e .  I f  he was with t h e  company a t  t h e  time he would have 
been with Captain MEDINA i n t e r r o g a t i n g  t h e  p r i s o n e r s ,  t a k i n g  
p a r t  i n  it. 

Q What p o s i t i o n  were t h e s e  p r i soners  i n  when they  
were s h o t ,  were they s tanding?  

~ a y i n gdown. 

Laying down o r  squa t t ing?  

Squat t ing  poss ib ly ,  they were down low. 

Q They were i n  a d i t c h ,  then? 

A.  A small  d i t c h .  N o  more than 2 f e e t  h igh ,  2 f e e t  
deep. 

Q Did you s e e  Lieutenant  JOHNSON and Sergeant MINH 
anywhere near  t h e r e ?  

A. ( In terpos ing)  Where t h e  --

Q ( In te rpos ing)  where you saw t h e  f o u r ,  f i v e ,  and s i x .  

A.  The p r i s o n e r s  sho t?  

Q Yes. 

A .  They were probably s t i l l  over with t h e  group which 
was maybe 30 o r  40 meters e a s t  of where they  were sho t .  

Q They had l e d  them over  t h e r e  t o  t h i s  a rea?  

A .  Right ,  r i g h t .  They had l e d  them over  t h e r e .  

Q From where t h e  i n t e r r o g a t i o n s  were going on? 

A. Right. 

Q id you g e t  up c l o s e  t o  t h e  a r e a  where t h e  i n t e r -
rogat ion  w a s  going on? 
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p la toon  was moving when t h e  w i t n e s s  landed.  H i s  u n i t  s e t  
up s e c u r i t y  f o r  t h e  CP u n t i l  a l l  t h e  t r o o p s  ha? been l i f t e d  
i n  and f o r  a d u s t o f f  coming i n  f o r  t h o s e  wounded by t h e  mine 
( p .  1 ) .  A f t e r  COCHRAN was k i l l e d , h e  r e c a l l e d  f i r i n g  mor t a r  
f o r  H & I  t o  cover  t h e  f i r s t  p l a t o o n ' s  c r o s s i n g  t h e  b r i d g e ,  b u t  
he could n o t  remember hea r ing  sma l l  arms f i r e  from t h e  o t h e r  
s i d e  of t h e  b r i d g e  (pg. 1 5 ) .  The mor ta r  w a s  f i r e d  from 
one s i d e  o f  t h e  land ing  a r e a  (pg. 16)  . This  f i r e  was n o t  
preplanned (pg. 1 7 ) .  He s t a t e d  t h a t  he  d i scove red  some 
dud rounds they  had f i r e d  on t h e  beach on t h e  18 th  (pgs .  18 ,  
34 ) .  H e  r e c a l l e d  Vietnamese i n t e r r o g a t i n g  s u s p e c t s  a t  
the n i g h t  l a a g e r  p o s i t i o n  and s l a p p i n g  one s u s p e c t  (pg. 2 1 ) .  
He a l s o  s a w  ~ i e u t e n a n t  JOHNSON i n t e r r o g a t i n g  s u s p e c t s  on 
t h e  1 6 t h ,  b u t  r e c a l l e d  no rough t r e a t m e n t  (pg. 2 2 ) .  The 
wi tnes s  s t a t e d  t h a t  he d i d  n o t  b e l i e v e  s u s p e c t s  were r e l e a s e d  
u n t i l  t h e  companies l e f t  t h e  laager a r e a  (pg. 24) . H e  
added t h a t  ARVN's  were i n t e r r o g a t i n g  s u s p e c t s ,  t a k i n g  them 
some 200 f e e t  t o  an a r e a  behind trees where t h e  U . S .  t r o o p s  
could  n o t . s e e  them (pg. 2 6 ) .  H e  hea rd  t h a t  one of t h e  
s u s p e c t s  had been s h o t  (pg. 2 7 ) .  That  n i g h t  h i s  mor ta r  
f i r e d  i l l u m i n a t i o n  f o r  t h e  f i r s t  p l a t o o n  (pg.  2 8 ) .  The 
wi tnes s  could  n o t  r e c a l l  any th ing  unusua l  happening t h a t  
n i g h t  (pg.  29)  . 

b. A c t i v i t i e s  on 1 7  March. 

The w i t n e s s  remembered h e a r i n g  an exp los ion  nea r  
t h e  b r i d g e  they  were approaching and t h e  EOD men moving t o  
t h e  f r o n t  and marking t h e  mines (pg. 3 0 ) .  He r e c a l l e d  t h e  
d u s t o f f  f o r  TAYLOR who was wounded, b u t  h e  d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  
o t h e r  a i r c r a f t  (pg.  30) . A f t e r  c r o s s i n g  t h e  b r i d g e  t h e  
w i tnes s  s e t  up h i s  mor ta r  and t h e  p l a t o o n  moved n o r t h ,  
r e t u r n e d ,  and t h e  whole group moved sou th  through an  
abandoned v i l l a g e .  The u n i t  was r e s u p p l i e d  t h a t  day 
(pg. 3 4 ) .  I n  t h e  l a a g e r  a r e a  eve ry th ing  was des t royed ;  
however, t h e  w i t n e s s  saw no bodies  t h e r e  (pg. 3 6 ) .  The 
wi tnes s  r e l a t e d  f h r t h e r  t h a t  he s a w  a l o t  of smoke from 
where h i s  u n i t  w a s  o p e r a t i n g  (pg. 3 8 ) .  An o r d e r  came down 
t o  s t o p  t h e  burn ing  t h a t  day (pg. 47) . 

c .  ~ c t i v i t i e sof t h e  18 th  and 19 th .  

On 18 March t h e  dud mor t a r  rounds w e r e  l ooa t ed  
nea r  t h e  beach 'and EOD pe r sonne l  exploded them (pg. 37) . 
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Q And ARVN were w i t h  you t h a t  n i g h t  i n  t h e  l a a g e r  
p o s i t i o n ?  

A .  Y e s .  

Q Were t h e r e  any i n t e r p r e t e r s  o r  i n t e r r o g a t o r s
t h e r e ?  

A .  I c a n ' t  remember t h a t .  

Q Did you s e e  any i n t e r r o g a t i o n s  going on? 

A.  No. The ARVN would grab a p r i s o n e r  o r  a VC 
s u s p e c t  and t a k e  him away from t h e  r e s t  of them and they  
would be  about 200 f e e t  from me. 

Q 200 f e e t ?  

A .  Yeah, and they went behind some trees o r  
something cause  they  d i d n ' t  want anyone t o  see what t hey  
were doing.  

Q How long  would they  keep a p r i s o n e r  back t h e r e  l i k e  
t h a t ?  

A .  I c a n ' t  remember. 

(1 How many d i d  they  t a k e  wi th  them back t h e r e  like 
t h a t ?  

A .  I b e l i e v e  a l l  of  them a t  one t ime .  

. Q. Is t h a t  t h i s  group t h a t  ' s  i n  P-208 o r .  i s  t h a t  
some o t h e r  group? 

A.  I t h i n k  it w a s  t h e  group t h a t  we had wi th  us .  

Q Is t h a t  P-208 t h e  group you had wi th  you? 

A .  Y e s .  Our p l a toon  was guarding them. 

Q . Was t h e r e  any more than  what i s  shown h e r e  on t h i s  
photograph? 

A.  I d o n ' t  know. I c o u l d n ' t  say f o r  s u r e .  I t h i n k  
c h a r l i e  Company brought  a few of  them. 

Q More t h a n  what was shown he re?  

A. Y'es . 
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Q 0 More than what was shown here?  

A. , Yes. 

Q Sergeant  MARSHALL s a i d  t h a t  he thought  h i s  squad
guarded t h e s e  p r i soners  thst  n i g h t .  Did t h e  ARVN come and 
get t h e s e  guys t h a t  n i g h t  o r  t h e  next  morning? 

A. I c a n ' t  say f o r  su re .  

Q Did you s e e  any of them shoot  any of t h e s e  
p r i soners?  

A. I d i d n ' t  s e e  them. I heard s h o t s ,  and I asked 
what was happening and they  s a i d  t h a t  they were j u s t  f i r i n g  
to make t h e  o t h e r  VC sca red ,  was j u s t  shoot ing  t h e  ground. 
Then they came back and t o l d  me they s h o t  one of t h e  p r i soners .  

Q 
t r e e s ?  

How many p r i s o n e r s  d i d  they t a k e  behind t h e s e  

A. I c a n ' t  remember. 

Q D o  you know how many p r i s o n e r s  you had c o n t r o l  
' . . of t h a t  n i g h t ?  

A.  It would be anywhere from f ive  t~ e i g h t .  

Q. Five t o  e i g h t .  Did you have t h a t  many t h e  next  
morning? 

A .  . I was n o t  around t h a t  a r e a .  

Q. You weren ' t?  

A. W e  moved o f f  back towards t h e  s e a .  

Q. To t h e  e a s t ?  

A. Yes. 
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Q. We have f a i r l y  r e l i a b l e  information t h a t  i n  t h e  
course of t h i s  two and one-half day opera t ion ,  s i x  v i l l a g e s  
were burned. W e  s ee  a g r e a t  dear th  of information a t  d i v i s i o n  
leve 1. 

A. Well, aga in ,  s i r ,  G 5  was a necessary e v i l .  

Q- I d o n ' t  q u i t e  understand what you mean. 

A. H e  was t h e r e  and he had c e r t a i n  jobs t o  do, and 
when he got  i n t o  t a c t i c s ,  o r  a s  i n  my case ,  when I s a i d  t h a t  
a l l  we had t o  do i s  come out  with an annex', and then we assumed 
t h a t  br igade  p lans  had picked t h i s  up--

Q ( In te rpos ing)  You s e e ,  I ' v e  shown you a l ready t h e  
summary of t h e  r e p o r t  of t h e  Americal Divis ion,  and you w i l l  
n o t i c e  t h e r e  t h a t  it made no reference  t o  c i v i l i a n s  being 
k i l l e d .  Nor d i d  it make any re fe rence  t o  any houses being burn-
ed ,  o r  l i v e s t o c k  being k i l l e d ,  o r  v i l l a g e s  being burned. This  
information j u s t  i s n l  t the re .  And, I 'm t r y i n g  t o  f i n d  ou t  
why it i s n ' t  t h e r e .  

A .  There was an i n c i d e n t  t h a t  happened, and I d o n ' t  
know, sir, i f  it r e l a t e s  t o  t h i s  i n c i d e n t .  The province com-
mander was very much d i sp leased  with what t h e  Americal was 
doing. H e  had w r i t t e n  a l e t t e r  t o  then  Colonel TOAN about 
the Americal 's  opera t ions  i n  and around Quang Ngai Province 
a l l u d i n g  p r imar i ly  t o  t h e  Batangan Peninsula ,  and t h e  l e t t e r  
was r a t h e r  derogatory,  derogatory of General KOSTER. I c a n ' t  
r e c a l l  i f  it w a s  MAY o r  G U I N N  t h a t  p rose ly ted  a copy of  t h i s  
f o r  m e .  Whenever I heard these  over tu res  made, I s a i d ,  "Okay, 
where axe they  coming from? Get m e  something t o  base a l l  of 
t h i s  on. " I n  t h i s  case ,  it was e i t h e r  MAY o r  G U I N N .  He had 
another  l i e u t e n a n t  co lonel ,  a Marine l i e u t e n a n t  co lonel .  
One of t h e  t h r e e  gave me  a copy of it, and I read t h e  l e t t e r .  
It b l a s t e d  the commanding genera l  p r e t t y  much. 

Q- Could t h i s  have been a l i e u t e n a n t  co lonel  by t h e  
- name of GREEN? 

A. BRIEN? 

Q GREEN as  opposed t o  GUINN? 

A. No, h e ' s  a l i e u t e n a n t  co lone l ,  Marine t y p e ,  t h e  
United S t a t e s  Marine Corps. H e  was over t h e r e  ser'ving i n  t h e  
capaci ty  of a mis te r .  They weren ' t  even permi t ted  t o  wear 
t h e i r  uniform. 
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A. Ha; s i r ,  b u t  it was r i g h t  a f t e r  t h i s .  Righ t  ' a f t e r  
t h e  My La i  i n c i d e n t .  

MR WEST: T h i s  i s  b e f o r e  Task Force  Barker w a s  d i s so lved?  

A. I r e a l l y  don 't know. 

Q. Might it have happened about  t h e  8 t h  o r  9 t h  o f  

A p r i l ?  


A. sometime r i g h t  a f t e r  t h a t .  During t h e  ,month - of  

A p r i l ,  I c a n ' t  remember a t  a l l .  


Q.. I wish you 'd  t h i n k  very ha rd ,  M r .  ANISTRANSKI, 
and t e l l  us t o  t h e  b e s t  of your  r e c o l l e c t i o n  what t h a t  par-
t i c u l a r  p i e c e  o f  paper  s a i d .  

A. To t h e  b e s t  o f  my knowledge it, i n  e s sence ,  s t a t e d  
t h a t  t h e  ~ n a e r i c a l  Div is ion  wasn ' t  g i v i n g  province  commanders 
t h e  suppor t  t h a t  t h e y  needed i n  h i s  p rov ince .  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  
him mentioning anyth ing  about t h i s  i n c i d e n t  a t  a l l .  H e  was 
very much d i s s a t i s f i e d  wi th  what t h e  d i v i s i o n  w a s  doing.  H e  , 
w a s n ' t  g e t t i n g  t r o o p s  t o  guard t h e  a r e a s  where he thought  t h e  
NVA w e r e  concen t r a t i ng .  O r ,  he  wasn ' t  g e t t i n g  t r o o p s  t o  aug- 
ment h i s  own f o r c e  on o p e r a t i o n s ,  " r u f f - p u f f "  o u t f i t s .  I 
t u r n e d  t h e  l e t t e r  ove r  t o  General  KOSTER and I ' m  g l a d  of  it. 
There w a s  on ly  one copy. 

Q. I have h e r e  a d i r e c t i v e  from t h e  Commanding Genera l ,  
2d ARVN Div i s ion ,  s igned -  o f f  by t h e  c h i e f  o f  s t a f f ,  t o  t h e  
Quang Ngai Sec tor .  Now, t h i s  document has  been e n t e r e d  i n t o  ' 

t h e  r eco rd  a s  an e x h i b i t .  Have you e v e r  s een  t h a t  document? 

(I0 handed E x h i b i t  M-32 ' t o  t h e  w i t n e s s  .) 

A. No, sir ,  I d i d  n o t .  

Q. I f  I i n t e r p r e t  what you say  c o r r e c t l y ,  what t h e  
prov ince  c h i e f  was complaining about  was t h e  l ack  of  suppor t  
of o p e r a t i o n s  which he r ece ived?  

A.  yes ,  s i r .  

. Q. From t h e  A m e r i c a 1  D iv i s ion?  

A. That  's a f f i r m a t i v e . 
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Q- But, n o t  d i r e c t e d  a t  any s p e c i f i c  i n c i d e n t  o r  
a t r o c i t y ,  o r  anything of t h i s  na tu re?  

A. Tha t ' s  t r u e ,  sir.  

Q- . So, t h a t  would have, i n  e f f e c t ,  n o t  much bear ing  
upon t h i s ,  with t h e  exception of how it may r e l a t e  on an over- 
a l l  b a s i s ,  s o  t o  speak. 

A .  T h a t ' s  r i g h t ,  s ir .  Well, he j u s t  v e n t i l a t e d  a 
l i t t l e  b i t  and t o l d  t h e  d i v i s i o n  commander i n  t h a t  a r e a ,  t h e  
2d ARVN ~ i v i s i o n ,  General TOAN, t h a t  he wasn ' t  s a t i s f i e d  with 
t h e  way t h e  America1 was opera t ing  i n  i t s  AO, and t h e  support  
they were render ing  him. I understood t h e  Americal I s  p o s i t i o n  
very c l e a r l y .  We were spread p r e t t y  t h i n .  

a.  When you were t a l k i n g  t o  Colonel G U I N N ,  o r  whom- 
ever  you may have been t a l k i n g  t o  t h e r e ,  and t h i s  document 
was made a v a i l a b l e  t o  you, during t h a t  t ime pe r iod ,  was t h e r e  
any mention. made of t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e  ARVN was i n v e s t i g a t i n g  . 

t h i s  s i t u a t i o n ?  

A. No, s i r ,  not  t o  me. The man t h a t  would have t o l d  
me  would have been J i m  MAY, o r  G U I N N ,  and n e i t h e r  of them had 
ever  mentioned it t o  me. 

. MR .MACCRATE: When d i d  you leave  t h e  Army, M r .  ANISTRANSKI? 

A. 1 December 1 9 6 9 .  

0. So, you were i n  t h e  s e r v i c e  f o r  some 17 o r  1 8  
months a f t e r  you re turned  from Vietnam? 

A. That is t r u e .  

Q *  And, what w a s  your assignment during t h a t  per iod? 

A .  I was Chief of Reserve A f f a i r s ,  medical s i d e  of 
the house, F i f t h  Army, and I was A s s i s t a n t  Chief of Plans,  
Operations Branch, SGO. 

Q- I t ' s  been suggested t o  us t h a t  you were somewhat 
discouraged by your experience with t h e  Americal Divis ion.  
Would t h i s  f a i r l y  summarize your f e e l i n g s  about your assign-  
ment wi th  t h e  Americal Divis ion a s  G5? 
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A. W e l l ,  you know how you hear  th ings .  

Q.  I hope you understand? 

A. Yes, I understand. I wish I could h e l p  you, b u t '  
I d o n ' t  know. 

Q Well, i f  you were t h e r e ,  even though you may f e e l  
t h a t  you deem it n o t  f a i r  o r  n o t  r i g h t  t o  pass on hearsay o r  
rumors and t h i n g s ,  they  rea l ly .  could be very h e l p f u l  t o  
t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  

A. S i r ,  t h e  only t h i n g  t h a t  I can t e l l  you i s  t h a t  
w e  had a good s o l d i e r  running t h a t  d i v i s i o n ,  General KOSTER, 
and i f  t h e  o l d  man wanted something looked i n t o ,  by God, he 
went t o  t h e  man t o  do it. And, I know, because I ' v e  looked 
i n t o  it before-- th ings  t h a t  he wanted t o  personal ly  know. 
There were c e r t a i n  remarks being made, be it hearsay o r  what-
eve r  you c a l l  it. The commanding general  never  c a l l e d  me i n ,  
nor d id  General YOUNG. I used t o  f l y  with General YOUNG a l l  
t h e  time. They never mentioned anything about it. And, t h e  
t r i p  t h a t  I made down t o  Quang Ngai City with M r .  MAY, t h e  
t i m e  I spent  down there- - I  went down t h e r e  every Friday and 
would p resen t  our  s i d e  of many of t h e  i s s u e s  t h a t  were going 
on i n  t h e  area--nothing was s a i d  t o  me. The only t h i n g  t h a t  
was eve r  given t o  me o u t  of t h a t  province headquarters  t h a t  
had some i n d i c a t i o n  of d i s s a t i s f a c t i o n  of t h e  America1 
Divis ion was t h e  l e t t e r  I brought General KOSTER. T h a t ' s  a l l  
I know. I wish I could give you more. 

Q.  J u s t  so  t h e  record i s  s t r a i g h t ,  General PEERS 
showed you a number of l e t t e r s  asking you i f  those  were t h e  
l e t t e r s  you r e f e r r e d  t o  e a r l i e r ,  and you i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  they  
were not .  

A. They were n o t .  

I 0  : I wonder i f  you have eve r  seen those  l e t t e r s ?  

A. I ' v e  never seen any of those  l e t t e r s .  The only 
l e t t e r  I had was t h e  one t h a t  was s igned by K H I E N .  

Q Aside from t h i s  genera l ized  s tatement  concerning 
no t  having any rumors around t h e  d i v i s i o n ,  were you o r  anybody 
e l s e  caut ioned not'  t o  t a l k  about t h i s  My Lai i n c i d e n t ?  

A .  S i r ,  no one has eve r  s a i d  anything t o  me n o t  t o  
d i scuss  it. The f i r s t  time I had go t t en  any i n s t r u c t i o n  about 
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above (pg. 1 3 ) .  He heard  MEDINA say  something about  
"CALLEY" and " k i l l i n g "  on t h e  r a d i o  b u t  d i d  n o t  remember 
e x a c t l y  what ,  n o r  d i d  he  remember which RTO had t h e  r a d i o  
a t  t h e  t i m e  (pg. 1 4 ) .  H e  heard  no messages come i n t o  MEDINA 
and he  r e c a l l e d  no o r d e r  be ing  g iven  t o  t h e  t r o o p s  around him 
t o  s t o p  t h e  k i l l i n g s  (pg.  15) . H e  s t a t e d  t h a t  towards t h e  
c e n t e r  of t h e  v i l l a g e ,  t hey  aga in  saw dead people  and burn ing  
hootches . MEDINA was s t i l l  ahead o f  them (pg.  16 )  . 
The on ly  o f f i c e r s  t h a t  he  saw du r ing  t h i s  p e r i o d  w e r e c a p t a i n  
MEDINA and L ieu tenan t  ALAUX, t h e  a r t i l l e r y  FO (pg. 1 8 ) .  

c .  Questioned c i v i l i a n s  and p r i s o n e r s .  

A s  t h e y  went through t h e  v i l l a g e ,  two smal l  g i r l s  
and a man w e r e  b rought  t o  MEDINA. The g i r l s  l e f t  w i t h  t h e  
man and t h e  w i t n e s s  s t a t e d  t h a t  he  never  s a w  them aga in  
(pgs.  17 ,  1 8 ) .  A f t e r  moving through t h e  v i l l a g e ,  t hey  had 
lunch (pgs.  1 8 ,  19)  and pushed on u n t i l  t hey  h i t  a  graveyard 
where t h e y  l a a g e r e d  f o r  t h e  evening (pg.  1 9 ) .  While i n  t h e  
l a a g e r  p o s i t i o n ,  he  saw t h r e e  p r i s o n e r s ,  one o f  whom wore 
a p u r p l e  s u i t  (pgs .  1 9 ,  20) . Two of  them were s h o t  and 
thrown i n t o  a d i t c h  and t h e  remaining one w a s  t o r t u r e d  and 
h i s  f i n g e r  w a s  c u t  o f f .  The same man l e d  them through a 
mine f i e ld  t h e  n e x t  day (pg. 2 0 )  and w a s  t hen  r e l e a s e d  
(pg.  25) . The k i l l i n g s  were done by t h e  Na t iona l  P o l i c e  

who had flown i n  (pg. 2 0 ) .  H e  s t a t e d  i f  t hey  had gone 
through t h e  v i l l a g e ,  t hey  went through ahead o f  him be- 
cause  he d i d  n o t  see them b e f o r e  (pg. 2 0 ) .  The wi tnes s  
s t a t e d  t h a t  he  d i d  n o t  know i f  MEDINA o r  any o t h e r  o f f i c e r s  
w e r e  p r e s e n t  du r ing  t h e  k i l l i n g  o f  t h e  p r i s o n e r s  (pg. 2 1 ) .  
H e  s t a t e d  t h a t  h e  went over  t o  see what w a s  going on a t  
t h e  t i m e  (pg.  21) . 

d. Subsequent a c t i v i t i e s  t o  My La i  ( 4 )  . 
The n e x t  day t h e y  walked i n  a s o u t h e a s t e r l y  

d i r e c t i o n  through some v i l l a g e s ,  c u t  through an open f i e l d  
and went down a road ,  down t o  t h e  beach where t hey  cap tu red  
t h r e e  more p r i s o n e r s  (pg.  2 2 ) .  He s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e  cap tu red  
p r i s o n e r s  w e r e  t aken  o u t  by a h e l i c o p t e r  (pg. 2 4 ) .  The nu r se  
t h a t  was c a p t u r e d  was miss ing  t h e  t o p  of h e r  pajamas 
(pg. 2 4 ) .  H e  d i d  n o t  s e e  anyone abus ing  h e r  i n  anyway b u t  
l a t e r  hea rd  t h a t  she  might have been r aped  (pg. 25 ) .  H e  used 
MAP-1 t o  i n d i c a t e  t h a t  t h e  t r a i l  t hey  fol lowed was sou th  of  
o b j e c t i v e  #2 t o  t h e  area o f  My Khe ( 2 ) , n o r t h  o f  t h e  Song 
Tra  Khuc River  (pg. 23) . They p o s s i b l y  s t a y e d  .over n i g h t  
n e a r  t h e  Song Tra Khuc River  and on t h e  18 th  went i n t o  t h e  
v i l l a g e  of My Khe ( I ) , f i r i n g  upon some Vietnamese i n  t h e  
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A. One I r e a l l y  remensber, H e  had a purple  s u i t  on, 
wi th  a s o r t  of a p a r t  of a f l a t t o p .  I t  looked l i k e  he was 
some kind of something. 

Q - Were any of t h e s e  t h r e e  p r i s o n e r s  women? 

A.  No. 

Q Can you t e l l  me what happened to' those  p r i s o n e r s ?  . 

A .  Two of them were k i l l e d ,  and one was t o r t u r e d  and 
h i s  f i n g e r  c u t  o f f .  But two of them were s h o t  and thrown i n  
a d i t c h .  The o t h e r  one t a l k e d  and l e d  us  through a mine-
f i e l d  t h e  next  day. 

Q This one who ta lked .  D i d  he t a l k  a f t e r  t h e  
o t h e r  two had been k i l l e d ?  

A. Y e s ,  he d id .  

Q Who k i l l e d  them? 

A. The National  Pol ice .  

Q DO you know from where t h e  Nat ional  P o l i c e  had 
come? 

A .  I t h i n k  they were flown i n  un less  they walked. 
I d o n ' t  know, but  they were t h e r e  i n  t h e  group. They a t e  
supper with us.  

Q Had they gone through t h e  v i l l a g e  &f My Lai ( 4 )  
wi th  you? 

A. I f  they d i d ,  they went ahead of us  because I 
never saw them going through. 

Q. Did you s e e  them come i n  i n  t h e  morning on t h e  
l i f t ?  

No, I d i d n ' t .  

Do you know who any those ARVN p o l i c e  were? 

No. 
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U a  You s a i d  they had t o r t u r e d  one man. Was t h a t  one 
of t h e  men who was k i l l e d ?  

A. Y e s ,  he was t h e  f i r s t  one whom they  t o r t u r e d .  

Q- . How d i d  they k i l l  him, and where d i d  they k i l l  him 
with r e s p e c t  t o  where you and o t h e r  American s o l d i e r s  were? 

. A. It  was c l o s e  t o  our  mortar  p o s i t i o n ,  off t o  t h e  
south.  They had a l i t t l e  hootch t h e r e ,  and it was r i g h t  
around t h e r e ,  I th ink .  They took him o u t  i n  t h i s  l i t t l e  f i e l d  
and s h o t  him and k i l l e d  him and threw him i n  ~e d i t c h .  

Q Was Captain MEDINA t h e r e ?  

A.  I r e a l l y  d o n ' t  know i f  he was o r  not .  

Q Were any of t h e  o t h e r  o f f i c e r s  t h e r e ,  do you know? 

A .  Not t o  m y  knowledge. 

Q Did t h e  ARVN p o l i c e  make a.ny effort t o  h i d e  whaL 
they were doing? Did they keep it from any of t h e  American 
s o l d i e r s ?  

A. No, they didn 't. That i s  why I was cur ious  and 
walked over t h e r e  t o  s e e  what was going on. 

Q a I n  your p r i o r  s ta tement  you s a i d  you be l ieved 
t h a t  HOLLAND and PERRUCHON were present--

A. ( In te rpos ing)  I d id .  

Q- Who were they? 

A. They were members of my mortar  platoon.  

Q. On this d a t e ,  d i d  you s e e  any American o f f i c e r  
p resen t  a t  any time -when these  Vietnamese were being 
quest ioned by t h e  ARVN p o l i c e ?  

A. No, I d i d n ' t .  

Q- D o  you know where t h i s  t h i r d  p r i s o n e r  was kep t  
overnight?  
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mines were n o t  on t h e  b r idge  t h e  day before.  WILLIAMS 
a l s o  s a i d  t h a t  on t h e  16th t h e  f i r s t  p la toon had k i l l e d  
60 people wi th  grenades,  C 4 ,  TNT and machineguns. He 
d i d  not  b e l i e v e  t h e  f i r s t  p la toon k i l l e d  anyone near t h e  
b r idge  on t h e  U t h  (pgs. 2 9 ,  30) . ASKEW d i d  n o t  s e e  any 
bodies  o r  f r e s h  graves i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  south of t h e  
b r idge  on t h e  17th  (pgs. 31, 3 3 ) .  Nothing happened t h a t  
n igh t  (pg. 34) .  

c .  18-19 March. 

On 18 March B/4/3 moved back nor th ,  and t h e  
wi tness  r e j o i n e d  t h e  company (pg. 34) .  They ga thered  to-
ge the r  about 400 Vietnamese (pg. 34) .  I n t e r p r e t e r s  were 
flown i n ,  and he be l ieved , tha t  ~ i e u t e n a n tColonel BARKER 
a l s o  v i s i t e d  t h e  company (pgs. 35, 3 6 ) .  He d i d  n o t  s e e  
any medics o r  a medical team (pgs. 36, 38) .  One of t h e  
de ta inees  was bea ten  and ASKEW heard t h a t  Captain MICHLES 
was respons ib le  f o r  it (pgs. 37, 38) .  He a l s o  heard 
t h a t  t h e  ARVN's  had used a f i e l d  te lephone t o  i n t e r r o g a t e  
(pg. 38) .  He never heard of a d e t a i n e e  having h i s  f i n g e r  
c u t  o f f  (pg. 38) .  On 18 March t h e  o rde r  came down t h a t  
t h e r e  would be  no more burning (pgs. 38, 39) . I t  was 
obvious t h a t  t h e  cperation was no longer designated a s  a  
search and des t roy  mission (pgs.  38, 3 9 ) .  Af te r  ~ / 4 / 3  
s e t  up t h e i r  n i g h t  defensive p o s i t i o n s  they were mortared 
a t  about 0200 hours (pgs. 4 1 ,  4 2 ) .  They a l s o  received 
small  arms f i r e  (pg. 4 1 ) .  MICHLES c a l l e d  i n  gunships 
and a r t i l l e r y  (pg. 4 2 ) .  About an hour and a h a l f  a f t e r  
t h e  f i r s t  rounds,  a st-ray mortar round h i t  i n s i d e  t h e i r  
per imeter  (pg. 4 2 )  . 
4.  KNOWLEDGE OF INQUIRIES ABOUT THE OPERATION. 

The wi tness  could n o t  f i x  t h e  time per iod ,  b u t  he 
thought t h a t  a f t e r  one opera t ion  two i n t e l l i g e n c e  o f f i c e r s  
were ques t ioning  members of B/4/3 a t  LZ Uptight.  He opined 
t h a t  they were t r y i n g  t o  f i n d  o u t  what occurred during t h e  
opera t ion  (pgs. 43-48). The witness  never heard rumors 
t h a t  c i v i l i a n s  had been unnecessar i ly  k i l l e d  by Task Force 
Barker. .  He was never t o l d  n o t  t o  d i s c u s s  t h e  opera t ion  
(pg* 48) 
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Q .  Mas any medical a t t e n t i o n  given him? Was he evac--

uated? 

A. No, he wasn' t evacuated. 

Q Was he wounded badly? Could he walk? 

A. Yes, he could walk. 

Q Was t h i s  man from t h e  same v i l l a g e  t h a t  you s t ayed
i n  t h a t  n i g h t ?  

A. No. 

Q It was another  v i l l a g e ?  

A. That was t h e  f i r s t  v i l l a q e .  T h a t ' s  when we heard-
f i r i n g  coming from Char l ie  Company, but  t h a t  wasn ' t  t h e  same 
v i l l a q e .  We had moved f u r t h e r  ou t  i n t o  t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  a r e a  
t h a t  Gou showed me t h e  p i c t u r e  o f .  We d i d n ' t  f i r e  anything 
t h a t  n igh t .  

Q - Nothing t h a t  n igh t .  Didn ' t  h e a r  any f i r e  a t  a l l ?  
Any f i r i n g  i n s i d e  of t h e  per imeter?  Did you s e e  any i n t e r r o -
ga t ions  going on? Any in terv iews wi th  Vietnamese suspec t s?  

A. Only what HUFFMAN was guarding. 

Q - Somebody quest ioned them? 

A. Yes. 

Q - Did you s e e  t h e  i n t e r r o g a t i o n s  going on? 

A, No. 

Q .  You d i d n ' t  hea r  any f i r i n g ?  

A. No. I t  was a q u i e t  n igh t .  

MR WALSH: Did anybody t e l l  you t h a t  t h e  Nat ional  Po l i ce  
had s h o t  some VC suspec t s  i n  t h e  l a a g e r  a r e a  t h a t  n igh t?  

A. No. 
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A. ( In te rpos ing)  W e l l ,  Captain MICHLES b e a t  one p r e t -
t y  bad. 

Q. Captain MICHLES did?  When? 

A. I t h i n k  it was t h a t  evening. 

Q U p  h e r e  i n  t h i s  v i l l a g e  a r e a ?  

A. While w e  w e r e  ga the r ing  up a l l  t h e  people.  

How d i d  t h i s  happen, v ~ h a td i d  he do? 

A. I don' t know e x a c t l y .  I guess 
ga t ing .  

Q. Did you see i t ?  

A. No. I saw him. 

Q- Whosawwho? . '  

. A. I saw t h e  Vie t  Cong. 

Q- What w a s  t h e  m a t t e r  wi th  him? 
l i k e ?  

CP group. 

Q 

A. 
. d i d n ' t  see 

L 

they  was i n t e r r o -

What d i d  he  look 

H i s  f a c e  was swollen.  

Who t o l d  you about t h i s ?  

Everybody g o t  t h e  word, I guess it came from the 

-
Did you s e e  any of t h e  i n t e r r o g a t i o n s  going on? 

N o  I d i d n ' t .  I d i d n ' t ,  I heard  aSout them b u t  I . 

them. 

Q On t h i s  opera t ion?  

A. I t h i n k  so. 

Q e  . Who was doing t h i s ,  t h e  Americans o r  t h e  ARVN's? 

. . 
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A. I t h i n k  it was t h e  A R V N ' s .  I ' m  n o t - s u r e .  I d o n ' t  
know who d i d  it. A l l  I know i s  what had happened. 

Q. Who t o l d  you t h i s ?  

A. It came down t h a t  they  had wired t h e  r a d i o  o r  
something. I d o n ' t  know who: i n t e r p r e t e r s ,  ARVN. W e  j u s t  
heard  t h a t  it had happened. 

Q Did you h e a r  t h e r e  had been medical teams i n  t h a t  
day ? . 

A. There was no medical team i n  t h e r e  because we g o t  
mortared t h a t  n i g h t .  We were s h o r t  of medics, anyway. 

Q. I d o n ' t  mean they  were t h e r e  t h a t  n i g h t ,  dur ing  
t h e  day? 

A. I d o n ' t  know, t h e  a r e a  was p r e t t y  l a r g e .  We had 
t o  go .maybe 200  meters ,  400  meters  t o  our  CP. The whole com-
pany was spread  o u t .  

, MR WALSH: When you were moving nor th  on ' t h e  t h i r d  day do you 
remember g e t t i n g  an o r d e r .  n o t  t o  burn hootches any more? : 

A. I t h i n k  I remember t h a t .  

-Q -And d i d  you burn t h e  hootches on t h e  t h i r d  day 
when you were going up i n  t h a t  a rea?  

A. We burned q u i t e  a few hootches , b u t  i t  was t h e  
second day, I b e l i e v e .  

Q 
- On t h e  t h i r d  day when you g o t  t o  t h e  a rea  where 

t h e r e  was a b i g  v i l lage- - . 

A. ( In te rpos ing)  No, we d i d n ' t  burn t h a t  day, we j u s t  ' 

rounded up t h e  people. 

Q You d o n ' t  remember hea r ing  o r  s e e i n g  anything 
about a suspec t  g e t t i n g  a f i n g e r  c u t  o f f  dur ing  i n t e r r o g a t i o n  
by anybody on t h i s  opera t ion?  

A. No, t h a t ' s  t h e  f i r s t  time I e v e r  heard  it. 
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Q Was it a problem? 

A. Was i t  a problem? 

Q. Y e s .  

A. N o  * 

Q Operations.  Was anybody smoking mari juana on 
opera t ions ,  before  opera t ions  ? 

A. Well, marijuana was l i k e  a nerve k i l l e r .  

Q 'You d o n ' t  need a nerve k i l l e r  on an opera t ion?  

A. Yeah, you do. I do. 

Q.. People using it on opera t ions?  

A. Well, not. heav i ly  ,, b u t  I mean,you know it 's t h e r e .  

. Q" , .  How. about on t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  opera t ion ,  anybody
using marijuana during t h i s  per iod? 

A. . No. We were on t h e  move. People d i d n ' t  have t ime. 

Q .  .. How about when you s t o p  overnight  and s t a y  i n  one 
p lace?  

A. Well, l i k e  I imagine people had it. 

Q - I want t o  be s u r e  again.  I want t o  f i n d  ou t  i f  
you have any information on U.S., Americans, o r  ARVNs t o r t u r i n g  
VC bes ides  what you've s a i d  about t h e  shock t rea tment  and 
when Captain MICHLES b e a t  somebody up. 

A. A good person t o  f i n d  o u t  about t h a t  is  somebody 
i n  t h e  CP -group. 

Q You d o n ' t  know anything about t h i s  though? 

A. Only what I heard.  

Everything you t o l d  us is  what you heard? 
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t h e  v i l l a g e  (pgs .  16 ,  2 5 ) .  Sergeant  F i r s t  Class COWAN was 
t h e  Gatoon  s e r g e a n t  and was l o c a t e d  t o  BACON's r e a r  
(pg. 25 ) .  From t h a t  p o s i t i o n ,  h i s  squad engaged a group 
o f  s i x  men running down a t r a i l  (pg. 1 6 ) .  BACON's  v i s i o n  
w a s  p a r t i a l l y  obscured,  H e  cou ld  s e e  on ly  p o r t i o n s  of 
t n e  f i r s t  squad on h i s  r:.ght f l a n k  (pg. 24) . He cont inued 
t o  be  apprehensive because ..he could h e a r  f i r i n g  (pg. 1 9 ) .  
Once o f f  t h e  h e l i c o p t e r s ,  BACON's squad d i d  n o t  r e c e i v e  
any f i r e  (pgs .  20,  27, 3 1 ) .  H e  had communications wi th  
t h e  p l a toon  l e a d e r  b u t  h e  could r e c a l l  no conve r sa t ions  
( P ~ S  23, 2 5 ) .  

c. Treatment of noncombatants. 

While moving through t h e  v i l l a g e ,  BACON s e n t  15-30 
noncombatants t o  CALLEY. They were ga the red  i n t o  a group 
(pg. 261, and he  b e l i e v e d  PFC SIMONE took them (pg. 1 7 ) .  

BACON d i sc la imed a_nv s t a t emen t  t h a t  h e  saw 20 
noncombatants i n  a d i t c h .  H e  saw on ly  one i n d i v i d u a l  
s h o t  (pgs .  19 ,  20) and he d i d  n o t  s e e  any noncombatants 
k i l l e d  (pg. 2 0 ) .  H i s  squad burned no hootches  (pg. 2 0 ) ,  
b u t  they  s h o t  a wate r  b u f f a l o  and some hogs (pg.  2 1 ) .  

d . .  He l i cop te r s  l and ing  t o  t h e i r  f r o n t .  

While i n  t h e  de fens ive  p o s i t i o n  e a s t  of  My L a i  ( 4 ) ,  
an OH-23 landed about 50 meters  t o  BACON's f r o n t .  I t  
ascended b u t  r e t u r n e d  i n  about  15 minutes.  Again, it 
landed t o  t h e i r  f r o n t  a long  wi th  a gunship.  The ~ i l o to f  
t h e  OH-23 walked t h r e e  women, two men, and two c h i l d r e n  from . 
a h u t  t o  t h e  gunship (pgs .  8 ,  21, 2 3 ) .  There was no ' f i r i n g  
a t  t h e  t i m e  (pgs .  2 9 ,  4 3 ) .  H e  d i d  n o t  hea r  any conve r sa t ion  
between t h e  p l a toon  l e a d e r  and t h e  p i l o t  (pg. 2 1 ) .  He 
never  saw a medevac s h i p  land  (pg. 29) . 

e. Act ions  by t h e  Na t iona l  P o l i c e .  

Subsequent ly ,  t h e  p l a toon  went i n t o  ano the r  
v i l l a g e  and c o l l e c t e d  9-11 mi l i t a ry -age  males (VC s u s p e c t s ) .  
They were t u r n e d  over  t o  CALLEY who s e n t  them back t o  
MEDINA (pgsi 3 2 ) .  C/1/20 w a s  accompanied by t h e  Na t iona l  
P o l i c e  (pgs .  31,  3 2 ) .  J u s t  b e f o r e  d a r k ,  BACON s a w  t h e  
Nat iona l  P o l i c e  shoo t  two o f  t h e  s u s p e c t s  (pgs .  33-35). 
This  i n c i d e n t  w a s  n o t  a normal occur rence  (pg. 55) . 
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Q - You s e n t  them t o  t h e  p l a toon  l e a d e r .  Did you 
know t h e  p l a t o o n  l e a d e r  s e n t  them t o  t h e  company commander? 

A. R igh t ,  sir. H e  s a i d  t h a t  he g o t  t h e  word back 
. t h a t  t h e  men, by t a l k i n g  t o  t h e  Na t iona l  P o l i c e ,  were VC. 
And w e  moved a l i t t l e  b i t  f a r t h e r  and a t  t h e  t ime  w e  camped 
i n  t h e  a r e a  f o r  t h e  n i g h t  and Bravo Company--just b e f o r e  
dark  I heard  a s h o t ,  and I saw a  Na t iona l  Policeman shoo t  
one of t h e s e  i n d i v i d u a l s ,  i n  a ho le .  

Q. Now, where was t h i s ?  This  was a f t e r  t h e  u n i t s  
had married-up o r  j o ined ,  Bravo and C h a r l i e ,  i n  your l a a g e r  
a r e a  t h a t  n i g h t .  How f a r  e a s t  of My Lai  ( 4 )  would you say  
you were a t  t h a t  t ime? 

A. I c a n ' t  say  of fhand ,  sir.  I would say  maybe 400 
and some meters ,  sir.  I c a n ' t  say--I c a n ' t  p i n p o i n t  i t .  

Q - I t  could have been 1 ,000 ,  1 ,500,  2,000 meters?  

A. I t  could have been more a l s o ,  s i r ,  I d o n ' t  remember 
e x a c t l y .  And then  I tu rned  around and was t a l k i n g  t o  my men 
about  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  con t inu ing  on and going on down f u r t h e r  
because w e  had g o t t e n  word t h a t  t h e  48th VC B a t t a l i o n  had 
moved o u t  of t h e  v i l l a g e  a r e a .  So then  I heard ano the r  round 
f i r e d ,  and I looked ove r  t h e r e .  The round a lmost  h i t  t h e  
hedge where my men w e r e  a t ,  and I h o l l e r e d  t o  t h i s  i n d i v i d u a l  
t o  c u t  t h e  f i r i n g  o u t ,  because he was going t o  h i t  one of 
my men. And then  I t u r n e d  around and moved my men o u t  t o  
ano the r  p o s i t i o n .  I was t a l k i n g  t o  them back i n  t h e i r  own . 

p o s i t i o n s  and s t ayed  t h e r e  o v e r n i g h t ,  s i r .  

Q. Had you seen ,  when you were i n  t h e  l a a g e r  a r e a ,  
had you seen  t h e  Na t iona l  P o l i c e  a r r i v e ,  o r  d i d  t hey  come 
w i t h  Bravo Company, o r  d i d  t hey  come i n  t o  j o i n  t h e  ope ra t ion?  

A. I d o n ' t  e x a c t l y  know, s ir .  I s a w  them when they  
s h o t  t h e  f i r s t  man, s ir ,  and I found o u t  l a t e r  t h a t  t hey  
were Nat iona l  P o l i c e .  Where t hey  came from, I d o n ' t  know, 
sir. 

Q Did you s e e  anybody go over  to t a l k  t o  t h e  Na t iona l  
P o l i c e ?  Did Captain  MEDINA, your company commander, o r  Capta in  
MICHLES, t h e  commander of Bravo Company? 
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A. A t  t h e  t i m e ,  I d i d n ' t  n o t i c e  anybody t a l k i n g  t o  
them, when I looked back a t  them. 

Q g  Did you s e e  any American pe r sonne l  w i t h  t h e  Na t iona l  
p o l i c e ?  

A .  No, sir, t h e r e  wasn ' t .  

You i n d i c a t e  t h a t  you s a w  t h e  ~ a t i o n a l  P o l i c e  Q s  


shoo t  one of t h e  i n d i v i d u a l s ?  

A. Right ,  sir. 

Q. Did he k i l l  him? 

A. I d o n ' t  e x a c t l y  know, sir. 

Q - Was he s t and ing ,  was he s i t t i n g ,  s q u a t t i n g ?  What 
was he doing? 

A. A l l  I could s e e ,  s i r ,  was t h a t  h i s  body w a s  hang-
i n g  a l i t t l e  o u t  of t h e  h o l e ,  and he was pushing t h e  body i n -  
t o  t h e  ho le .  I d o n ' t  know i f  he w a s  s t a n d i n g  o r  s i t t i n g  down, 
sir. 

Q. Did you see any a d d i t i o n a l  i n d i v i d u a l s  s h o t  i n  
t h i s  manner? 

A. The second i n d i v i d u a l  w a s  s h o t .  A l l  I could h e a r  
was a round f i r e d ,  and I tu rned  around and t h e  b u l l e t  h i t  no 
more than'  1 6  t o  2 0  f e e t  behind o u r  area, and t h a t  i s  when I 
h o l l e r e d .  No one responded t o  my h o l l e r i n g ,  s o  I j u s t  t u rned  
back around and I t o l d  my men t o  move back o u t  o f  t h e  a r e a  
o r  t hey  might g e t  s h o t  by one of them c razy  Vietnamese. 

Q - You s a i d  they  w e r e  Na t iona l  P o l i c e .  How d i d  you 
i d e n t i f y  them a s  Nat iona l  P o l i c e ?  

A. I asked a q u e s t i o n  sir ,  once I went back t o  t h e  
a r e a  t h e  east ,  who were t h e  guys shoot ing?  ~ i e t n a m e s e ?  
They i d  t hey  were Nat iona l  Policemen. 

Q- Who gave you t h i s  in format ion?  

A. I t  w a s  one of t h e  e n g i n e e r s ,  sir .  
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Q. Now, a t  t h e  t ime t h a t  Captain  MEDINA p u t  o u t  t h e  
word t h a t  t h e r e  s h o u l d n ' t  be  any unnecessary t a l k i n g  about  
t h i s  because it w a s  be ing  investigated--how was t h i s  word 
passed  o u t ?  

A .  ~twas passed  o u t  v e r b a l l y  t o  t h e  . pe r sonne l  t h e r e .  
He g o t  everybody around and t o l d  them h imse l f .  

Q - He assembled t h e  company? 

A. Righ t ,  sir.  

Q And t o l d  them t h a t  t h e r e  would be  no t a l k i n g  about  
t h i s .  Can you r e c a l 1 . h i . s  e x a c t  words? 

A. I c a n ' t .  r e c a l l  h i s  e x a c t  words, sir. A l l  I know 
wa.s t h a t  he s a i d  t h a t  no one w i l l  d i s c u s s  t h i s  w i th  no one 
o r  t a l k  t o  no one about  t h i s  My La i  s i t u a t i o n ,  because it was 
under i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  

Q Your impress ion was t h a t  he was j u s t  t e l l i n g  you 
t h i s  because t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  was be ing  conducted? 

A .  Right ,  sir. 

I0: The h e a r i n g  w i l l  be r eces sed .  

(The h e a r i n g  r e c e s s e d  a t  1125 hour s ,  16.December 
1969.) 

(The h e a r i n g  reconvened a t  1126 hour s ,  16 December 
1969 .) 

COL WILSON: The h e a r i n g  w i l l  be i n  o r d e r .  

RCDR: The fo l lowing  persons  a r e  p r e s e n t :  COL WILSON, 
COL FRANKLIN, and MAJ LYNN. 

(The w i t n e s s  was reminded he w a s  s t i l l  under 
o a t h ,  and he t e s t i f i e d  as fo l lows : )  

COL FRANKLIN: Se rgean t  BACON, when you saw t h a t  VC t h a t  you 
thought  t o  be s h o t  by t h e  po l i ce - - these  o the r  Vietnamese--
what w e r e  your f e e l i n g s  then?  

A.  The on ly  t h i n g  t h a t  I could t h i n k  o f  a t  t h e  t i m e  
was, I s a i d  t o  myself t h a t  he must have k i l l e d  a V i e t  Cong, 
or he must have cap tu red  one. That  i s  t h e  on ly  t h i n g  t h a t  I 
could r e a l l y  t h i n k  o f ,  because I have no th ing  a g a i n s t  t h o s e  
people  over  t h e r e .  I have no th ing  a g a i n s t  anyone. War i s  
n o t  t h e  b e s t  t h i n g  i n  t h e  world ,  and I f e e l  t h a t  w e  have 
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enemies and over  t h e r e  you cannot t e l l  your enemies, because 
you might be t a l k i n g  t o  your enemy one day and t h e  guy might 
be shoot ing  you t h e  n e x t  day and you might be t h e  b e s t  of 
f r i e n d s .  , 

Q- W e l l ,  d i d  you f e e l  t h a t  i f  t h i s  man was a VC t h a t  
t h i s  o t h e r  Vietnamese s h o t ,  d i d  t h i s  seem t o  you a normal 
th ing?  Did t h i s  normally happen on  your ope ra t ions?  

A. No, sir.  I wondered why they  s h o t  him, because 
I Id never seen  it happen be fo re ,  s ir .  

Q. How about t h e  men i n  your squad? You s a i d  you 
were t a l k i n g  about it l a t e r  on, and they  were wondering about 
it. I t h i n k  you s a i d ,  a "crazy Vietnamese." Was anybody 
mad about it, upse t  about i t ?  Did they  do anything about i t ?  

A. There w e r e  a few people mad about i t ,  b u t  they
s a i d :  "What could w e  do?" because he was a Vietnamese and t h e  
o t h e r  was a Vietnamese, and r e a l l y  no one knew a c t u a l l y  what 
they could ,do about  it. Actua l ly ,  myself ,  I d i d  n o t  know 
t h e  c i rcumstances ,  and I could n o t  a c t u a l l y  say t o o  much about 
it myself ,  s i r .  

Q You say t h a t  nobody knew t o o  much they  could do 
about it. You w e r e  w i th  t h e  b r igade  back i n  Hawaii? 

Q e  Right ,  sir. 

Q Would you t e l l  u s  about some of t h e  t r a i n i n g  you
had on t r ea tmen t  of c i v i l i a n s ,  P W t s ,  noncombatants, and 
war a t r o c i t i e s - - t h o s e  f o u r  t h i n g s ?  

A. War a t r o c i t i e s  they  never  mentioned, I b e l i e v e .  
W e  worked on our  t r a i n i n g  o u t  i n  t h e  f i e l d ,  on handl ing of . 

PW's,  and t h e  way w e  worked--we w e r e  a squad--the squad 
would apprehend o r  p i ck  up t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  c i v i l i a n ,  and w e  
would e s c o r t  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  by us ing  two o r  t h r e e  men o r  what-
ever  amount it would t a k e  depending on how b i g  t h e  group 
was--take them t o  t h e  p la toon  l e a d e r ,  and.he would send them 
t o  t h e  headquar te rs .  The i n d i v i d u a l s  t h a t  we would apprehend 
would n o t  be t r e a t e d  i n  any kind o£ .ba .dway whatsoever. 
H e  would be t r e a t e d  j u s t  l i k e  o t h e r  human be ings .  Caution 
would be taken  because they  were p r i s o n e r s  of war. 
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t r a n s l a t i o n  i s  on t h e  f r o n t  s i d e .  ( E x h i b i t  M-29 was handed 
t o  t h e  wi tness , .  ! 

A. I can say  p c s i t i v e l y  I d i d  n o t  s e e  t h i s  document, 
sir. A l i t t l e  d i f f e r e n t  r i n g ,  a r e p o r t  coming from o u r  s i d e .  

Q- I t h i n k  we asked you b e f o r e ,  Colonel  BALMER, i f  
you had e v e r  seen  any p a r t  of t h e  r e p o r t  of i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  I 
w i l l  aga in  show you I n c l o s u r e  1 t o  t h e  24 A p r i l  r e p o r t  of i n -
v e s t i g a t i o n  which h a s  been e n t e r e d  i n t o  t h e  r e c o r d  a s  R-1, 
and ask i f  you had seen  t h a t  document? 

A. I do n o t  b e l i e v e  I have e v e r  seen t h i s  document, 
s i r .  I c a n ' t  r e c a l l  a t  a l l .  

Q= I show you ano the r  e x h i b i t ,  M-30, d a t e d  1 4  A p r i l
1968  and ask  i f  you have seen t h i s  one. You w i l l  n o t i c e  t h a t  
t h i s  i s  t h e  same, Colonel BALMER, a s  t h e  p rev ious  document you 
have j u s t  f i n i s h e d  reviewing.  The copy w e  have h e r e ,  a s  you 
can see i s  i l l e g i b l e ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  a t  t h e  t op .  But t h e r e  i s  
a t r u e  copy a t t a c h e d  t o  it which is  much easier t o  read .  Ba-
s i c a l l y  i t ' s  t h e  same document which you j u s t  s a w  w i t h  t h e  
excep t ion ,  as you look down i n  t h e  lower  r ight-hand co rne r  
you w i l l  n o t i c e  t h e r e  i s  a s i g n a t u r e  on it. 

A. Angel M .  RODRIGUEZ. 

Q. You've n o t  seen  t h a t  document e i t h e r ?  

A. No, s ir .  I have no t .  

Q-' I have h e r e  - ano the r  document which i s  a census 
g r i evance  r e p o r t  of  18  March which has  been e n t e r e d  i n t o  t h e  
record  a s  E x h i b i t  M-31. I ask i f  you have seen  t h a t  document 
anywhere w i t h i n  t h e  d i v i s i o n  h e a d q u a r t e r s ,  o r  o u t s i d e  t h e  
d i v i s i p n  headqua r t e r s  f o r  t h a t  m a t t e r ?  

A. No, s i r ,  I do n o t  r e c a l l  hav ing  seen  t h a t  document. 

Q- I have h e r e  ano the r  one t h a t  i s  d a t e d  28 March 
1968. The s u b j e c t  of it i s  a n o t i c e  i s s u e d  by t h e  Quang Ngai 
Nat iona l  L i b e r a t i o n  F ron t  Committee. I t  has  been e n t e r e d  i n t o  
t h e  r e c o r d  a s  .Exhib i t  M-35. I ' d  l i k e  you t o  review t h a t  one 
q u i c k l y  i f  you would and l e t  me know whether you 've  seen  it. 
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I0 : There  was ano the r  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  g iven  t o  going i n -
t o  Tra  Bong which a c t u a l l y  was done l a t e r  on t o  open up t h a t  
a r e a  t o  t h e  w e s t  o f  Binh Son. 

A. Y e s ,  sir. We were d i r e c t i n g  o u r  p l ann ing  more and 
more t o  pushing on. A t  t h e  same t ime we had an o p e r a t i o n  
o v e r  t o  t h e  S p e c i a l  Forces  camp n o r t h  of t h e  4 th  D iv i s ion  
a r e a  where we--

Q - ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Kham Duc, I know it very  w e l l .  

A. Kham Duc, y e s ,  sir.  We worked ha rd  on p l ann ing  
t h a t  o p e r a t i o n  even though when it came o f f  I unders tand 
t h a t  t hey  had rough p a r t s  i n  it. But we d i d  a l o t  of  plann-
i n g  i n  t h a t  from t h e  d i v i s i o n  s t a n d p o i n t .  W e  were work-
i n g  i n  o u r  p l a n s .  We had eve ry  p o s s i b l e  combination o f  
f o r c e s ,  r e supp ly ,  and how we'd  g e t  t h e  people  o u t ,  and 
how w e  cou ld  g e t  i n  on t i m e .  So much of  o u r  p l ann ing  i n  
t h e  l a s t  s e v e r a l  weeks I w a s  t h e r e  was d i r e c t e d  a t  t h a t .  
These two w e r e  a l r e a d y  on t h e  road and c l e a r l y  t h e  new 
look i n  ou r  m i l i t a r y  o p e r a t i o n s  a t  t h a t  t i m e  w a s  work with 
t h e  ARVN t o  t h e  e x t e n t  t h a t  we can. ' 

Q *  Well,  what u t i l i z a t i o n  i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h a t  i n  Bur-
l i n g t o n  T r a i l  and Norfolk V ic to ry  w a s  contemplated f o r  t h e  
ARVN a t  t h e  t ime o f  your d e p a r t u r e ?  

A. S p e c i f i c  o p e r a t i o n s ,  I c a n ' t  r e c a l l ,  s i r ,  b u t .  i t  
was very  c l e a r  t o  us  t h a t  w e  would i n t e g r a t e .  and work i n  t o  
t h e  maximum e x t e n t  ARVN f o r c e s .  Beyond t h e s e  two, I d o n ' t  
recal l .  The ARVN were n o t  t o  be involved  i n  t h i s  o p e r a t i o n  
as a e x t r i c a t i o n  o f  Kham Duc, b u t  t h a t  was most ly  p u l l  o u t  
i f  w e  had t o .  

Q And you have no r e c o l l e c t i o n  of  what might have 
been planned f o r  t h e  ARVN u n i t s  involved  i n  Norfolk V ic to ry  
i f  t h a t  would c l o s e  down? 

A. No, s i r ,  I do n o t .  But a s  soon as t h a t  one o r  
Bur l ing ton  T r a i l  w e r e  d i s c o n t i n u e d ,  a new o p e r a t i o n  would 
have been cranked o u t  as soon as p o s s i b l e ,  as soon a s  w e  
cou ld  f i n d  something worthwhile ,  

I 0  : Colonel  BALMER, we have a p i c t u r e  which was t aken  
of t h e  d i v i s i o n  s t a f f  and t h e  d i v i s i o n  commander. 

A. And I ' m  i n  it. 
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A. Now, t h a t ' s  a s t a t ement ,  t h a t  I remember. I d o n ' t  
a s s o c i a t e  it wi th  t h i s  paper ,  b u t  I do remember, "We'll hold t h i s  
u n t i l  General KOSTER re turns1 ' .  I do remember t h a t .  Le t  me s e e  
i f  I can p ick  it up. 

Q Did you s e e  an envelope marked o r  addressed t o  t h e  
CG with "Eyes Only" on i t ?  

A. W e l l ,  we had a few of those i n .  W e  had a few of 
those  around. Not too  many though. 

Q W e l l ,  a l o t  of those  had t o  do with e f f i c i e n c y  re-
p o r t s ,  I understand t h a t .  

A.  No, I read  a l l  t h e  e f f i c i e n c y  r e p o r t s ,  s i r ,  s o  it 
had t o  be o t h e r  than  that--we had t h e  weekly summaries. And, 
t h e r e  was something about ,"We' l l  hold t h a t  u n t i l  General KOSTER 
r e t u r n s " .  I j u s t  c a n ' t  p u l l  t h a t  ou t .  But,  what a l s o  occurred 
and, God, I d o n ' t  mean t o  keep bea t ing  around t h e  bush, t h e r e  
w a s  some coordina t ion  with 111 MAF. But, I wonder what t h e  h e l l  
t h a t  w a s  a l l  about.  W e ,  a t  one time d i d  q u i t e  ex tens ive  t a l k i n g  
wi th  111 MAF. 

MR MACCRATE: Could t h a t  have been about Kham Duc? 

A. That  might have been it, s i r ,  

10: I ' m  s u r e  you ' t a lked  more than a few t imes about K h a m-
Due wi th  I11 MAF. 

A. I r e a l l y  was o u t  of that--except  f o r  some n u t s  t h a t  
w e  had--

MR MACCRATE: ( In te rpos ing)  You have no r e c o l l e c t i o n  about very 
quickly  b r ing ing  t h a t  back t o  mind? 

A. No, I d o n ' t  sir.  

Q. Well, I ' m  t a l k i n g  about Kham Duc, dur ing  t h e  same 
pe r iod  of t i m e .  This  j u s t  preceded it. You seem t o  have such 
g r e a t  d i f f i c u l t y  i n  focusing on t h e  ques t ion  t h a t  we ' re  asking 
you about t h i s ,  and j u s t  l i k e  t h a t  you p ick  up Kham Duc. 

A. Kham Duc was i n  May, sir.  
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Q Yes, r i g h t  a f t e r  t h i s .  

A. Oh, I see .  

I0 : Right a f t e r  General KOSTER re turned .  General KOSTER 
go t  back on t h e  7 th  and Kham Duc--

A. ( In te rpos ing)  Was i n  e a r l y  May. 

& - And, Kham Duc took p l a c e  between 11 and 13 May, 

A. Well, Kham Duc w a s  p r e t t y  important.  

MR MACCRATE: Let m e  show you another  document, t h a t  you may have 
seen about t h i s  t ime. T h i s  i s  Exh ib i t  M-30. I want you t o  keep 
t h i s  before  you, Exh ib i t  R-5. I f  you look a t  t h e  second copy, 
which i s  t h e  t r u e  copy, which i s  a l i t t l e  e a s i e r  t o  read. 

A. Oh, I see .  

Q But,  I want you t o  note  t h e  s i g n a t u r e  on t h e  f i r s t  
page 

(The wi tness  d i d  a s  requested.)  

.A. No, t h i s  d o e s n ' t  come up, r i g h t  o f f  hand. There 
i s  something t h a t  d e a l s  with--I remember something about Koreans, 
though. 

Q Don't you recognize,  Major BEASLEY, t h a t  t h a t ' s  ex-
a c t l y  t h e  same document you looked a t  a moment ago, wi th  one d i f f -
erence? One i s  s igned and t h e  o t h e r  is  unsigned? 

A. No, t h a t  d i d n ' t  occur t o  me a t  a l l ,  s i r .  

Q You have no explanat ion  of t h e  document? You have 
no r e c o l l e c t i o n  of having seen e i t h e r  copy be fo re ,  e i t h e r  t h e  
signed o r  t h e  unsigned? 

A. N o ,  bu t  t h e r e  is something about t h e  Quang Ngai pro-
vince chief  t h a t ' s  back i n  my mind. 

10. Did you ever  hear  somebody t e l l  you t h a t  t h e  Quang 
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Ngai Province chief  w a s  most unhappy about what t h e  American 
t roops  had done, down t h e r e ?  

A. I do remember--sir, I ' v e  got  it. I ' v e  g o t  it. Yes. 
And, t h e r e  was something. ,&out--1 ' ll t e l l  you what t h e  phrase 
was. "Fuck t h e  America1 Divis ion ."  I remember t h a t .  There is  
something coming up t h e r e .  Yes. Okay, something i s  coming back, 
now. And, t h i s  guy d id  t a l k  t o  General KOSTER. Now, whoever i t  

. w a s  t h a t  came i n  t h e r e ,  and I th ink  it was a province chief  o u t  
of t h e  sou th ,  and I b e l i e v e  Colonel HUTTER w a s  with him, o r  i n  
t h e  v i c i n i t y ,  o r  Colonel HUTTER re layed t h i s .  Yes. And, he made 
t h a t  s ta tement .  Yes. Something i s  coming up now. 

Q Now, j u s t  a minute, I want t o  g e t  you back i n t o  fo-
cus. I d o n ' t  want you t o  g e t  t o o  f a r  o u t  here .  We're t a l k i n g  
about t h e  province c h i e f .  T h a t ' s  Colonel K H I E N .  And, h i s  advi-
s o r  i s  M r .  MAY, and h i s  deputy adv i so r  i s  Colonel GUINN. Colonel 
TOAN, now, General  TOAN, commander of t h e  2d ARVN Division.  H i s  
advisor  a t  t h a t  time w a s  HUTTER. 

A. Yes, sir.  

Q Now, my ques t ion  t o  you was i f  you heard anybody
t h a t  s a i d ,  t h e  province chief  of Quang Ngai was r e a l l y  unhappy 
with what t h e  Americans had done? 

A .  There ' s  something. There i s  something. 

Q Now, I ' m  not  saying t h a t  it c o u l d n ' t  be HUTTER, bu t  
t h e  ques t ion  and t h e  i n d i c a t i o n s  a r e ,  t h a t  it was the  province 
c h i e f .  

A. No, I c a n ' t  p i n  it down, b u t  I do remember "Fuck 
t h e  America1 Divis ion."  I th ink  t h a t  it was a Vietnamese t h a t  
s a i d  it, and t h i n k  t h e  rumor w a s  t h a t  he was unhappy. Yes. Y e s ,  
s ir .  I t h i n k  I ' v e  heard t h a t .  

Q What was he unhappy about? 

A . .  I t h i n k  t h a t  he came t o  t h e  heaquar ters .  I th ink  
t h a t  he  came t o  t h e  d i v i s i o n  headquar ters .  I th ink  t h a t  t h e  Viet-
namese came t o  t h e  d i v i s i o n  headquarters .  But, I remember Col-
one l  HUTTER i s  t h e  one I a s s o c i a t e  t h i s  t h i n g  wi th .  
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A. Our o f f i c e  was bypassed.  I t  o f t e n  w a s ,  excep t  f o r  
one t i m e - - I  was p r e t t y  good about  i n i t i a l i n g  t h i n g s  t h a t  came 
ac ros s  my desk.  I p u t  my i n i t i a l s  on it. They should  s t i l l  
b e  t h e r e .  

Q .We would a g r e e  wi th  you, b u t  t h e  f a c t  o f  t h e  m a t -
t e r  is  t h a t  t hey  a r e ' n o t  t h e r e ,  and we a r e  go ing  t o  ask you a-
bout  t h a t  i n  j u s t  a l i t t l e  w h i l e ,  a t  leas t  I am. 

A. Something about  a cou r t e sy  copy. When you mentioned 
t h a t  ph ra se  t h a t  caught  my a t t e n t i o n .  I t ' s  d i f f i c u l t  t o  assoc-
i a t e  it t o  anyth ing .  A s  a m a t t e r  of f a c t ,  i t ' s  imposs ib le .  I 
d o n ' t  lock  it i n  t o  any--I j u s t  c a n ' t  r e c a l l  it. 

Q .  Do you remember s e e i n g  any of t h e s e  papers  now? 

A .  No. I h a v e n ' t  seen  them, b u t  t h e r e  i s  something,  
t h e r e ,  sir. 

Q Have you seen  t h i s  document? This  has  been e n t e r e d  
i n t o  t h e  r eco rd  a s  E x h i b i t  M - 3 1 ,  d a t ed  18 March 6 8 .  I t ' s  a le t -
t e r  r e p o r t ,  "Census Grievance Cadre ~ e p o r t " .  

A. I remember t h a t  t e r m ,  t h e  G 5  o f t e n  used. t o  use  it. 

I0 : Did you e v e r  s e e  t h a t  p i e c e  of  paper?  

A. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  s e e i n g  t h i s  s p e c i a l  p i e c e  o f  paper .  
The G 2  and t h e  G 5  concen t r a t ed  on t h i s  s o r t  of  t h i n g ,  and t h e y  
k e p t  a c u r r e n t  f i l e  and it was s e n t  t o  t h e  headqua r t e r s  t i m e  and 
t i m e  aga in ,  on what t h e  census  g r i evance  r e p o r t s  were. And I 
b e l i e v e  t h a t  t h e r e  was a l i t t l e  b i t  of emphasis p l aced  on t h i s  
a t  d i v i s i o n  headqua r t e r s .  I b e l i e v e  t h a t  people  l i s t e n e d  t o  Col-
one l  TREXLER and Colonel  A N I S T R A N S K I  when they  t a l k e d  about  t h e s e  
t h i n g s .  T h a t ' s  a f a m i l i a r  term,  census  g r i evance ,  and t h e r e  
was i n s t r u c t i o n s ,  t o  t h e  emphasis t o  the--

Q. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  W e l l ,  l e t  m e  ask you about  one more p i e c e  o f  
paper .  Again I w i l l  have t o  d e s c r i b e  it on t h e  in format ion  which 
has been provided us .  I ' m  t a l k i n g  about  a paper  t h a t  may have 
come i n  t o  t h e  headqua r t e r s  toward t h e  l a t t e r  p a r t  of May. That  
would be  about  t h e  t i m e  you were i n  t h e  mids t  of  your  Kham Duc 
i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  survey of t h e  equipment l o s t  a t  Kham Duc. You 
were supposed t o  have r ece ived  a r e p o r t  of i n v e s t i g a t i o n  which 
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w a s  conducted by Colonel BARKER, supposed t o  have cons i s t ed  of 
4 o r  5 pages,  and it was supposed t o  have had somewhere 
between 15 t o  20, maybe 20 t o  25 wi tness  s ta tements ,  s igned s t a t e -
ments a t t ached  o r  appended t o  it. On t o p  of t h i s  r e p o r t  was an 
indorsement by Colonel HENDERSON approving o r  recommending app-
r o v a l  of t h e  r e p o r t  of i n v e s t i g a t i o n  conducted by Colonel BARKER. 

A. Yes, I th ink  t h a t  I ,  excuse me, I t h i n k  t h a t  I re - , 

member' something about t h a t ,  s e v e r a l  witness  s ta tements ,  yes ,  s ir ,  
I t h i n k  t h a t  I ' v e  seen t h a t .  

Q Well, now be c a r e f u l ,  because I d o n ' t  want you t o  
g e t  t h i s  confused wi th  some o t h e r  one, because t h i s  would be very 
easy t o  do. You could g e t  it confused wi th ,  f o r  example, one 
t h i n g  might be Kham Duc. Another might be t h e  case ,  which I t h i n k  
o r i g i n a t e d  i n  t h e  l a t t e r  p a r t  of May, and t h e  f i r s t  p a r t  of June,  
nor th  of Quang Ngai C i ty  which had t o  do with t h e  rape of--invol-
ving some d i v i s i o n  personnel  which was i n v e s t i g a t e d .  

A. No, I d o n ' t  remember anything about a rape ,  b u t  Kham 
Duc well--

Q. Well, t e l l  me what about Kham Duc, about t h i s  paper.
I f  you saw it, you must have some r e c o l l e c t i o n .  

A.  I remember something and it had a l o t  of wi tness  
s ta tements  i n  it. I h a t e  t o  admit it, b u t  t h a t ' s  about it. I 
wouldn't--I wouldn ' t  l a y  i t ,  I wouldn't  t i e  it down t o  Colonel 
BARKER, b u t  t h e r e  was a problem we had, t h a t  g o t  t o  t h e  d i v i s i o n  
headquar ters  dea l ing  wi th  Colonel BARKER, b u t  I th ink  t h a t  was on 
food, resupply.  Now t h e r e  w a s  another  problem--who d i d  he work 
for--I  d o n ' t ,  I th ink  Colonel BARKER worked f o r  t h e  l l t h  Brigade, 
b u t  h i s  food was resuppl ied  by t h e  1 9  8 th .  Now, t h a t  d o e s n ' t  sound 
too  good. 

Q You a r e  n o t  too  f a r  o f f ,  a t  one t ime Task Force Bar-
k e r  w a s  a t t ached  t o  t h e  198th,  then  it was unattached from t h e  
198th and remained under t h e  o p e r a t i o n a l  c o n t r o l  of t h e  l l t h  B r i -
gade, b u t  i n  view of t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e  l l t h  Brigade w a s  i n  Duc 
Pho and s o  c l o s e  t o  Chu Lai  and s o  on, q u i t e  a b i t  of t h e  respon-
s i b i l i t y  f o r  supply f o r  Task F o r c e . ~ a r k e rwent t o  t h e  198th.  

A.  W e l l ,  t h i s  might have been some a r t i l l e r y  i n c i d e n t s .  
W e  used t o  g e t  those  i n ,  a r t i l l e r y  i n c i d e n t  papers ,  and they a l -
ways had a l o t  of wi tness  s ta tements .  
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t h i s  Vietnamese p l a toon  l e a d e r ,  o r  somewhere i n  t h e  i n t e r -
r o g a t i o n ,  he  was h i t t i n g  h imse l f  on t h e  head o r  knocking, 
h i s  head a g a i n s t  a tree and s a y i n g ,  "Goddamn it, I t o l d  them 
n o t  t o  f i r e  a t  t h e  h e l i c o p t e r . "  T h a t ' s  what I came up w i t h ,  
r e f e r e n c e  t o  80  people  i n  t h e  d i t c h .  

Q A l l  r i g h t ,  l e t ' s  go on t o  t h e  n e x t  p o i n t  t hen .  

A. I may n o t  be  q u i t e  i n  o r d e r  h e r e ,  b u t  I ' l l  cover  
them a l l .  "Hold u n t i l  CG r e t u r n s . "  My i n i t i a l  n o t e s  on t h i s  
were,  t h i s  had t o  do wi th  a  message f o r  t h e  CG r ead ing  f i l e .  
Then l a t e r  l a s t  n i g h t  I came up w i t h  t h i s ,  t h a t  t h i s  might 
have been t h e  s t a f f  papers  on which General  YOUNG, who was 
t h e  a c t i n g  d i v i s i o n  CG d i d  n o t  wish t o  a c t ,  j u s t  d i d n ' t  want 
t o  make a d e c i s i o n  on them. I t h i n k  we a l s o  used t h i s  des ig -
n a t i o n  a c r o s s  t h e  t o p  o f  a message, "Hold u n t i l  CG r e t u r n s , "  
f o r  a l l  e l e c t r i c a l l y  t r a n s m i t t e d  messages, which we kep t  a 
h e l l  of a b i g  f i l e  f o r  him t o  r e a d ,  upda t ing  h i m s e l f ,  when he  
g o t  back. I d o n ' t  a s s o c i a t e  it wi th  anyth ing  e l s e ,  though.  
These a r e  t h e  two t h i n g s  t h a t  h i t  m e  on t h a t  one. 

Q I f ,  f o r  example, t h i s  r e p o r t  of 2 4  A p r i l  had 
a r r i v e d  d u r i n g  h i s  absence,  would t h a t  have been h e l d  f o r  h i s  
r e t u r n  o r  would t h e  ADC, a c t i n g  a s  t h e  CG t a k e  any a c t i o n  on 
i t ?  

A. Was t h i s  c o l o n e l  HENDERSON'S i n v e s t i g a t i o n ?  I 'rn . 

s u r e  t h a t  would. have been h e l d  f o r  t h e  CG, s ir .  

The nex t  one i s  t h e  "Quang Ngai p rov ince  c h i e f  is 
unhappy," and I t h i n k  I may have something s u b s t a n t i a l  f o r  you 
h e r e .  I n  t h e  morning, yes t e rday  morning, what came t o  m e  was 
t h a t  t h e  prov ince  c h i e f ,  I ' m  no t  t o o  s u r e  t h a t  t h e  p rov ince  
ch i e f  was t h e  one who was unhappy. A s  you p u t  it t o  me, a s  I 
wrote  it down, it was t h e  Quang Ngai p rov ince  c h i e f  t h a t  was 
unhappy. I ' m  n o t  t o o  s u r e  of t h a t ;  I ' m  n o t  t o o  s u r e  h e ' s  t h e  
guy I ' m  t h i n k i n g  o f .  L a t e r ,  h e r e  is what I came up wi th .  There  
i s  a Vietnamese o f f i c i a l  unhappy about  an o p e r a t i o n .  H e  s a y s ,  
"Screw America1 D i v i s i o n . "  I g e t  t h i s .  A Vietnamese o f f i c i a l ,  
some Vietnamese o f f i c i a l  may be t h e  one t h a t  s a i d ,  "Screw Amer-
i c a l  D iv i s ion . "  Also s a i d ,  and I ' m  summarizing what someone 
s a i d ,  "They say  they  a r e  o u r  f r i e n d s ,  b u t  t h e n  they  do t h i s . "  
T h a t ' s  t h e  s en t ence  t h a t  comes up; I c a n ' t  l ock  it down t o  any-
thing. O r  e l s e  t h l s  guy s a l d ,  "How can t h i s  be ,  i f  t hey  a r e  
o u r  f r i e n d s ? "  I ' v e  searched  and I ' v e  searched  f o r  my sou rce ,  
and I j u s t  d o n ' t  have one. I d o n ' t  t h i n k  it was an a d v i s o r ;  I 
t h i n k  it w a s  an American i n  t h e  d i v i s i o n .  
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a =  O r  was it s o l e l y  a  ques t ion  of t h e  p r e s s  
d i s t o r t i n g  t h e  term? 

A.  I t h i n k  t h e  ques t ion  of t h e  p ress  d i s t o r t i n g  t h e  
t e r m ,  t h a t  was important ,  b u t  a l s o  I th ink  what you've s a i d ,  
w e  kind of. changed t h e  na tu re  of opera t ions  a l i t t l e  b i t ,  work-
i n g  wi th  t h e  Vietnamese. And t h i s  t u r n s  i n t o  another  ques t ion  
h e r e  t h a t  I have--working wi th  t h e  Vietnamese, became a l i t t l e  
b i t  b igger  about t h i s  time. There w a s  a  new word, p a c i f i c a t i o n  
I t h i n k  was t h e  word I g o t  on my f i r s t  t o u r  i n  1965, and we l a t e r  
started--somebody came up wi th  some new words t h a t  meant work 
with t h e  Vietnamese and pac i fy  t h e  h e l l  o u t  of t h i n g s .  And 
t h e r e  were smal l ,  some s o r t  of teams f o r  t h e  admin and t h i s  a l l  
came i n t o  p lay  about t h a t  t i m e .  I r e a l i z e  t h i s  was a l i t t l e  
o u t  of focus.  

10: What you were t a l k i n g  about i s . t e r m  revolu t ionary  
development and t h e  o t h e r  was RD Cadre which was a 59 man team 
subsequently c u t  t o  a 30-man team. 

A. Then t h e  next  one, I b e l i e v e  you asked t h i s ,  sir:  
"What do you mean about t h e  i n t e r r e l a t i o n s h i p  between t h e  U . S .  and 
ARVN d i v i s i o n s ,  s p e c i f i c a l l y  Colonel HUTTER and Colonel K H I E N  
and Lieutenant  Colonel G U I N N  o r  M r .  MAY." General WESTMORELAND, 
headquar ters ,  MACV provided some guidance as  d i d  USARV and I11 
MAF i n  working wi th  the  Vietnamese, how we ' re  going t o  t i e  t h i s  
t h i n g  toge the r .  We're a l l  on t h e  same s i d e ,  l e t ' s  g e t  toge the r  
and work t o g e t h e r .  There were some j o i n t  ope ra t ions  and I t h i n k  
t h a t  term j o i n t  ope ra t ions  was one t h a t  was r e a l l y  pushed a t  
one t ime o r  another ,  i n  t h e  e a r l y  p a r t  of 1968. 

I n  t h i s  regard ,  I rece ived  from Colonel ULSACKER 
s e v e r a l  c a l l s  asking f o r  h e l i c o p t e r s  and they c a l l e d  me, 
because t h e s e  h e l i c o p t e r s  had t o  be c l ea red  wi th  t h e  CG. L a t e r  
we g o t  t h i s  i roned o u t  and he  c a l l e d  t h e  a v i a t i o n  s e c t i o n .  I 
know t h a t  Colonel HUTTER some time o r  o t h e r  was working on t h i s .  
H e  wanted one h e l i c o p t e r .  He wanted a l i t t l e  b lack  c a l f  h e l i -  
c o p t e r ,  they c a l l  it. And they  t r i e d  t o  g e t  more h e l i c o p t e r s  
t o  run more o f f e n s i v e  opera t ions .  There was some t a l k  about t h i s .  

General KOSTER d i d n ' t  l i k e  t h e  ARVN much using t h e  
APC's i n  Quang Ngai City.  A f t e r  T e t  A P C ' s  s t ayed  i n  the c i t y  
guarding t h e  c i t y  and they d i d n ' t  go ou t ;  they went o u t  i n  t h e  
daytime. They weren ' t  aggress ive  and they came back a t  n i g h t .  
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This  bo thered  him and I hea rd  him say  t h i s  i n  some s o r t  o f  
b r i e f i n g s .  This  j o i n t  o p e r a t i o n  b i t  may account  i n  p a r t  f o r  
what I s a i d  Sa turday ,  about  c a l l i n g  Quang Ngai and a r r a n g i n g  
v i s i t s .  I t h i n k  who could  c l e a r  t h i s  up would be Colonel  
BAXLEY o r  Major SAINT, G 3  and a s s i s t a n t  G 3  who r e a l l y  know 
about j o i n t  o p e r a t i o n s .  Colonel  HUTTER was a t  o u r  headqua r t e r s  
b u t  he  came t o  t a l k  about  o p e r a t i o n s .  T h a t ' s  about  a l l  I had 
on t h a t  one,  sir.  

L a s t  n igh t - - I  had a notebook i n  Vietnam and I 
d i d n ' t  f i n d  it when I sea rched  my papers  b e f o r e  coming h e r e .  
I have one. And I remember, d i d n ' t  keep it t o o  long .  When I 
go home, I ' l l  make an a d d i t i o n a l  s e a r c h  and I ' l l  make a r rang-  
ments w i th  one of  t h e  majors  h e r e  t o  l e t  them know i f  I f i n d  
it. I ' v e  g o t  a  notebook t h a t  I k e p t  when I was a s s i s t a n t  
ch i e f  of  s t a f f ,  and 1'11 s e e  i f  I can hunt  t h a t  up. I wanted 
t o  make s u r e  t h a t  I passed  t h a t  a long.  

Q. That  would be very h e l p f u l  t o  u s .  

A. I s u r e  d o n ' t  know w h a t ' s  i n  i t ,  b u t  it j u s t  
dawned on me t h a t  I d i d n ' t  s e e  it. Anything t h a t  may have 
happened w i t h  r e s p e c t  t o  Son Tinh,  I c a n ' t  even remember 
hea r ing  o f  t h e  p l a c e ,  o r  L ieu t enan t  TAN, Major GAVIN o r  
Captain  RODRIGUEZ. There j u s t  i s n ' t  any th ing  t h e r e .  

And t h i s  i s  an added n o t e  t h a t  I w a n t  t o  pas s  
on. The G2 t y p e s  were h o t  on t h i s  s o r t  of i n t e l l i g e n c e  n e t  
t h a t  they  had going.  I n  t h e  s p r i n g  of  1968 i n t e l l i g e n c e  
became a r e a l  b i g  t h i n g  and t h e r e  was a l o t  o f  e f f o r t  and a 
l o t  of  money a v a i l a b l e  f o r  VIP programs, buying a g e n t s ,  
g e t t i n g  a g e n t s ,  doing something i n  i n t e l l i g e n c e .  And Colonel  
T-XLER, h e  was h o t  a s  a t i g e r  on it. So w a s  t h e  a s s i s t a n t  
G 2 ,  Major DORF. H e  used t o  go down t o  Quang Ngai, o t h e r  
p l a c e s ,  working on t h i s  i n t e l l i g e n c e  bus ines s .  H e  used t o  
come i n  and demand a  h e l i c o p t e r  and I d i d n ' t  have one.  W e  
go t  t h a t  s t r a i g h t e n e d  o u t  and they  d i d  a l o t  o f  t r a v e l i n g ,  
working on something t o  do w i t h  i n t e l l i g e n c e .  

I wanted t o  p a s s  on t h a t  Binh Son headqua r t e r s  
go t  overrun--a t tacked and i n o s t i y  overrun--and I t h i n k  t h i s  
might have been du r ing  T e t ,  i n ' t h e  f i r s t  couple  minutes  o f  Tet. 

Q. Binh Son o r  Son Tinh? 
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A. Binh Son, because t h e r e  was t h i s  guy named 
WILLOUGHBY, Major WILLOUGHBY, and he was up t o  t h e  heaci-
q u a r t e r s  a couple of days,  " I  hope they ,  by God, a t t a c k  
Binh Son." Well, they  by God a t t acked  it and j u s t  k i l l e d  
h i s  a s s i s t a n t ,  k i l l e d  s e v e r a l  people,  about 30, 40 dead. 
The CIDG camp a t  Son Tra was overrun,  destroyed.  

I ' m  s u r e  t h i s  won't be of  any value t o  you a t  
a l l ,  b u t  Del ta  Packets ,  America1 Divis ion Del ta  Packets 
s t a r t e d  coming i n  i n  t h e  s p r i n g  of 1968 a f t e r  T e t ,  and a f t e r  
t he  82d came i n ,  w e  had t h e  3d Brigade of t h e  82d coming i n ,  
f u l l  co lone l ,  l a t e r  b r i g a d i e r  genera l  commander--

'Q. ( In te rpos ing)  BOLLING? 

A. Yes, sir ,  BOLLING. This Del ta  Packet came i n  
a l i t t l e  b i t  a f t e r  3d Brigade of t h e  82d. Major DENMARK, 
chemical o f f i c e r ,  I b e l i e v e  I mentioned t h a t .  T h a t ' s  t h e  
end of my n o t e s ,  s ir .  

Q Fine.  We apprec ia te  your s t a y i n g  over  t h e  week-
end, Major BEASLEY, t o  t r y  t o  r e f r e s h  your memory on these  
t h i n g s .  I f  you have any r e c o l l e c t i o n  of  events  t h a t  a r e  
s i g n i f i c a n t  t o  our  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  we would l i k e  very much 
t o  hea r  about it. You can g e t  i n  touch with Major LYNN o r  
o u r  o f f i c e  he re  and make t h e  necessary arrangements, o r  i f  
you do f i n d  t h i s  notebook of yours ,  we'd be p leased  t o  have 
it made a v a i l a b l e  t o  us ,  and we'd r e t u r n  it t o  you immed-
i a t e l y .  And i f  you can t h i n k  of any o t h e r  documents t h a t  
you have, o t h e r  than  t h i s  notebook, t h a t  a r e  p e r t i n e n t  t o  
what w e  a r e  doing, we'd l i k e  very much t o  have those .  I f  you 
c a r e  t o  ask any ques t ions ,  a t  t h i s  t ime,  o r  e n t e r  a s ta tement  
i n t o  t h e  record ,  now would be t h e  t ime t o  do so .  

A.  I ' v e  go t  a  ques t ion ,  bu t  I d o n ' t  know whether 
you can answer it. Did t h i s  t h i n g  r e a l l y  happen? Can you 
t e l l  me t h a t ,  s i r ?  Because I knew Lieutenant  CALLEY i n  another  
b a t t a l i o n ;  j u s t  a very personal  ques t ion  t h a t  I had. I 
rea l i ze - -

A .  ( In te rpos ing)  Tha t ' s  one of t h e  purposes of  our  
i n t e r r o g a t i o n  here .  We've seen enough documentation, people 
concerned, more than concerned, and I d o n ' t  t h i n k  I w i l l  
respond t o  t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  ques t ion ,  because I would have t o  
g e t  down t o  t h e  d e t a i l s  and I would p r e f e r  n o t  t o  do it. That  
w i l l  be  included i n  t h e  f ind ings  of t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  
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e.  BLACKLEDGE d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  HENDERSON i n t e r r o g a t i n g  

i n d i v i d u a l s  on 18 March 1968 a t  LZ D o t t i e  (pg.  1 3 1 ) .  

Captain  KOTOUC never  mentioned t h a t  t h e  Na t iona l  P o l i c e  

had k i l l e d  some p r i s o n e r s ,  t h a t  MEDINA s h o t  o v e r  a 


p r i s o n e r ' s  	h e a d t o  e l i c i t  i n fo rma t ion ,  o r  t h a t  a prisoner;'^ 
hand had been bea t en  i n  an a t t empt  t o  make him t a l k  
(pg. 1 3 2 ) .  L i eu t enan t  JOHNSON o r  Captain  LABRIOLA never  
mentioned anyth ing  t o  BLACKLEDGE (pg.  1 3 2 ) .  

6 .  OTHER INFORMATION. 

a .  BLACKLEDGE had n o t  d i s c u s s e d  t h e  m a t t e r  subsequent  
t o  h i s  ear l ier  tes t imony wi th  anyone (pgs . 64, 65) . 

b. The wi tnes s  d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  i f  KOTOUC mentioned 
t h e  r e p o r t  t h a t  30-40 VC had l e f t  t h a t  morning. 
However, t h i s  would have been t h e  r u l e ,  n o t  t h e  except ion .  
The h igh  body count  would n o t  have r a i s e d  s u s p i c i o n s  
because t h e  depa r t ed  VC might have run i n t o  t h e  U.S. 
b lock ing  f o r c e  (pgs. 75, 76) . 

c. BLACKLEDGE d i d  n o t  b e l i e v e  t h a t  Colonel  HENDERSON 
w a s  t h e  t y p e  o f  i n d i v i d u a l  t o  conduct  an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  and 
purpose ly  h i d e  t h e  a t r o c i t i e s  a s  a l l e g e d  (pg.  96) . 

d.  The w i t n e s s  d i d  n o t  recall  h i s  l o c a t i o n  on 
1 6  March 1968 n o r  conversa t ions  as t o  how t h e  VC K I A ' s  
o c c u r r e d ( p g ~ .  102,  1 0 3 ) .  He could n o t  r e c a l l  t h e  
c a s u a l t y  r e p o r t  o f  69 VC K I A  by a r t i l l e r y  f i r e  (pg.  1 0 3 ) .  

e. When BLACKLEDGE f lew wi th  HENDERSON t o  LZ D o t t i e ,  
h e  checkedup  onenemy documents cap tu red  as a r e s u l t  o f  
t h e  operation. However, none were found (pg. 105) . 

f. A f t e r  L ieu t enan t  Colonel  BARKER'S r e t u r n  a s  
b r igade  XO, BLACKLEDGE never  n o t i c e d  people  a c t i n g - a s  i f  
t hey  were be ing  i n v e s t i g a t e d  nor  d i d  he  h e a r  any 
conve r sa t ion  about  an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  (pgs .  116,  1 1 7 ) .  

g. A f t e r  be ing  informed by t h e  Peers  Inqu i ry  a s  t o  
what i n  f a c t  occur red  a t  My L a i  ( 4 ) ,  BLACKLEDGE agreed 
t h a t  t h e r e  c e r t a i n l y  w a s  evidence of a coverup b u t  
he  d i sc la imed any p a r t  i n  it (pg . 119) . 
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b e f o r e  and w e  s o r t  of d iscussed--wel l ,  he t o l d  me who he w a s  
and and where he had been and I d i s c u s s e d  who t h e  S2 had been.  
I n  f a c t ,  I c o u l d n ' t  even remember t h e  c a p t a i n ' s  name. He 
c o u l d n ' t  e i t h e r ,  remember t h e  c a p t a i n .  I know him when I see 
him, h e ' s  g o t  bad hea r ing .  Also ano the r  c a p t a i n  I had up 
t h e r e ,  Capta in  HOLBROOK, d i d n ' t  s t a y  t o o  long because he had 
a d r i n k i n g  problem, b u t  it had no th ing  t o  do w i t h  t h i s  
p a r t i c u l a r  o p e r a t i o n .  

Q I n  developing t h i s  l i n e  of i n q u i r y ,  I ' l l  t u r n  
it ove r  t o  M r .  WALSH.. You a r e  f a m i l i a r  wi th  M r .  WALSH and 
M r .  MACCRATE. You a r e  f a m i l i a r  w i t h  Colonel  FRANKLIN,. 
Colonel  MILLER and M r .  WEST. 

A. Were you h e r e  t h e  f i r s t  t ime ,  Colonel  FRANKLIN? 
I d i d n ' t  recognize  you. 

Q- W e l l ,  i t ' s  very  l i k e l y  t h a t  some of  t h e s e  g e n t l e -
men were n o t  h e r e .  On my l e f t  i s  M r .  MACCRATE, who i s  a 
c i v i l i a n  a t t o r n e y .  H e ,  a long  wi th  M r .  WALSH, have v o l u n t e e r e d  
t h e i r  s e r v i c e s  t o  t h e  S e c r e t a r y  of  t h e  ~ r m yt o  a s s i s t  i n  t h i s  
i n t e r r o g a t i o n  and i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  and a l s o  t o  p rov ide  l e g a l  
counse l  t o  me and t o  o t h e r  members of t h e  team. You know M r .  
WEST, who was p r e s e n t  l a s t  t i m e .  Colonel  FRANKLIN jo ined  u s  
s h o r t l y  t h e r e a f t e r ,  was appoin ted  t o  t h i s  p o s i t i o n  by t h e  
O f f i c e  of t h e  Chief of  S t a f f ,  and t h i s  a f t e rnoon  any of  t h e s e  
gentlemen F.ay address  q u e s t i o n s  t o  you. 

A. I have t h e  same t h i n g  i n  mind, a s s i s t i n g  i n  t h e  
i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  

MR WALSH: I n  your e a r l i e r  t es t imony,  you s t a t e d  t h a t  you 
r ece ived  through i n t e l l i g e n c e  channe ls  t h a t  400  t o  500 people  
may have been murdered i n  t h e  My La i  a r e a .  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q Do you remember i f  you r e c e i v e d  any r e p o r t  from 
Major EARLE o r  L ieu t enan t  FROSH? 

A. To t h e  b e s t  of  my r e c o l l e c t i o n ,  it came a long  w i t h  
many o t h e r  i n t e l l i g e n c e  r e p o r t s .  Every s i n g l e  day,  I g o t  a 
l i t t l e  wad of  them i n  my d i s t r i b u t i o n  box. They came down 
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from Quang Ngai, e i t h e r  b rought  t o  us by o u r  l i a i s o n  o f f i c e r ,  

main ta in  i n  Quang Ngai, o r  s e n t  through d i s t r i b u t i o n .  The 

r e p o r t s  were normally a t  t h e  t o p ,  by t h e  i n fo rma t ion  a s  t o  

where t h e  r e p o r t  had come from and what agency had pub l i shed  

it. Then t h e r e  would be a l i t t l e  paragraph c o n t a i n i n g  

i n fo rma t ion  i t s e l f  and t h e n  a t  t h e  bottom t h e r e  would be 

some in fo rma t ion ,  t o  w i t ,  i f  you f i n d  t h i s  i n fo rma t ion ,  i f  

you have something t o  co r robora t e  t h i s  o r  none co r robora t ed ,  

i n  o t h e r  words, t o  s e e  i f  it i s  t r u e  o r  f a l s e ,  o r  i f  it was 

any a s s i s t a n c e  t o  you, t o  l e t  them know s o  they  would know 

whether  t h e i r  sou rce  w a s  a good source  o r  no t .  


. Q - Who w a s  p r e p a r i n g  t h i s ?  

A. .They were be ing  prepared  i n  a number of  o f f i c e s  

up i n  Quang Ngai. I ' m  n o t  r e a l l y  t o o  s u r e  of  who t h e  people  

w e r e  t h a t  p repa red  them, t o  t e l l  you t h e  t r u t h .  I was a t  t h e  

r e c e i v i n g  end o f  t h e s e  t h i n g s  and I d i d  n o t i c e  t h a t  some of  

them were froin t h e  P I C .  I remember t h a t .  This  is  w i t h  

p r o v i n c i a l  i n t e l l i g e n c e  c e n t e r  and t h a t  w a s  t h e  i n fo rma t ion  

ob t a ined  by t a l k i n g  t o  d e t a i n e e s .  


I0 : Is t h i s  t h e  one,  d i d  you know t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  

who w a s  t h e  s e n i o r  American t h e r e ?  


A. No, s i r ,  I d i d  n o t .  

Q - RAMSDELL? 

A .  Now t h a t  you mentioned t h e  name, I do r e c a l l  him, 
yes .  I ' m  n o t  s u r e  t h a t  t h i s  was--he was up t h e r e  i n  Quang 
Ngai and had a l o t  t o  do w i t h  them. I d o n ' t  t h i n k  I e v e r  met . 
him b u t  I hea rd  h i s  name a number o f  t imes .  He was i n s t r u m e n t a l  
i n  r e l e a s i n g  c e r t a i n  p r i s o n e r s  t o  t h e  b r i g a d e  because it w a s  
f e l t  t h a t  t h o s e  people  w e r e  w i l l i n g  t o  t a k e  t r o o p s  c e r t a i n  
p l a c e s .  This  w a s  done a number of  occas ions .  

MR WALSH: How about  census g r i evance  r e p o r t s ,  d i d  you g e t  

t hose?  


Tha t  i s  ano the r  name t h a t  i s  f a m i l i a r  t o  me. 
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Q. Would any of  t h e  r e p o r t s  you r ece ived  been i n  
Vietnamese o r  would they  be t r a n s l a t e d  somewhat? 

A. They w e r e  always t r a n s l a t e d  i n t o  ~ n g l i s h .  

Q- Would you r e c e i v e  bo th  t h e  ~ i e t n a m e s e  r e p o r t  and 
a t t a c h e d  t r a n s l a t i o n ?  

A. Sometimes they  would be both  i n  Vietnamese and 
i n  Engl i sh  b u t  most of t h e  t ime t h e y  were t r a n s l a t e d  o u t  of 
t h e  Vietnamese i n t o  Engl i sh .  The Engl i sh  was a l i t t l e - -
they  never  a t tempted  t o  w r i t e  good Engl i sh  s o  you had t o  
make your way th rough ,  s o r t  of broken Engl i sh  a good p a r t  
of t h e  t ime ,  b u t  you would u s u a l l y  g e t  t h e  g i s t  of what w a s  
be ing  s a i d .  

Q- Le t  m e  show you a document t h a t  has  been e n t e r e d  
i n t o  t h e  r eco rd  i n  t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  I t  i s  E x h i b i t  M-31, 
Vietnamese language document. On t h e  f r o n t  page i s  a head ing  
of t h e  t r a n s l a t i o n .  I would l i k e  you t o  look a t  t h a t  ve ry  
c a r e f u l l y  and s e e  i f  t h a t  i s  t h e  r e p o r t  t h a t  was forwarded 
t o  you from Quang Ngai t h a t  you brought  t o  Colonel  HENDERSON? 

A. No, I never  saw a r e p o r t  s e t  up i n  t h i s  f a s h i o n .  
A s  I s a y ,  a t  t h e  t o p  w a s  normally t h e  i n d i c a t i o n  of agency 
p repa r ing  t h e  r e p o r t  and t h e  r e p o r t s  t h a t  I r e a d ,  r a n  some-
t h i n g  l i k e  t h a t .  

Q. I f  you w i l l  excuse me j u s t  a moment, M r .  BLACKLEDGE. 
The Engl i sh  t r a n s l a t i o n  you a r e  looking  a t ,  t h e  r e c e n t l y  pre -  
pared  format should  n o t  mis lead  you. I t  i s  r e a l l y  t h e  sub-. 
s t a n c e  of t h e  i n fo rma t ion  t h a t  I am addres s ing  my q u e s t i o n  t o .  
The r e p o r t  you r e c e i v e d  through i n t e l l i g e n c e  channe ls ,  t h e  
r e p o r t i n g  on t h e  k i l l i n g  of 400  t o  500 people  by t h e  American 
f o r c e s  i n  t h e  Son My a r e a .  Is t h a t  repor t - -does  t h i s  document 
t h a t  you looked a t ,  t h e  Engl i sh  t r a n s l a t i o n ,  appear  t o  con- 
t a i n  s u b s t a n t i a l l y  t h e  i n fo rma t ion  t h a t  you p i cked  up? 

A. Much more d e t a i l e d .  The r e p o r t  I saw was n o t  t h i s  
d e t a i l e d .  I t  lumped tbe people  i n  a group. I was about  t o  s a y ,  
and I ' m  go ing  t o  t r y  t o  s a y  it a g a i n ,  very  s i m i l a r  t o  what I 
s a i d  i n  December, that t h e  r e p e r t  r ead  t~ t h e  e f f e c t  t h a t  t h e  
VC i n  t h e  a r e a  were going among people  and propagandizing and 
say ing  t h a t  a l a r g e  number, and I f o r g o t  e x a c t l y  what it w a s ,  
400  o r  500 people  had been k i l l e d  i n  an o p e r a t i o n .  But it 
was n o t  t o  t h e  p o i n t  where how many were k i l l e d ,  when, and 
names, a l though  it d i d  name t h e  a r e a .  I t  d i d  n o t  name people  
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Q- Now you say  you l e f t  t h e  area. Were you i n  any 
d i f f e r e n t  s i t u a t i o n  than  t h e  ARVN? Weren' t  you j u s t  as . 
c l o s e ,  your  u n i t s  of  t h e  1 1 t h  Brigade,  3us t .  as c l o s e  t o  
t h i s  a r e a  as t h e  2d ARVN'Divis ion? '  They may have been a 

- c l i c k  o r  s o  c l o s e r ,  b u t  you s t i l l  had t h e  . u n i t s  a t  LZ 
~ 0 t t i . e .  

A. ARVN was f u r t h e r  away sir .  All ARVN s o l d i e r s  
s t a y e d  i n  Quang Ngai Ci ty .  The on ly  way you could  g e t  them 
o u t  was w i t h  a  p r y  b a r ,  you a lmost  had t o  t a k e  them o u t  
by t h e  hand and l e a d  them t o  g e t  them o u t  of  t h e  c i t y .  

Q - So what you a r e  s ay ing  i s  what you j u s t  t o l d  us 
makes no sense  a t  a l l .  

A. W e l l ,  o n l y  i n  t h a t  sometimes, and a s  I mentioned 
b e f o r e ,  even i n  December, t h a t  I had some p r i v a t e  q u a l i f i -  
c a t i o n s  i n  my own mind a s  t o  t h e  a b i l i t y  of t h e  d i s t r i c t  
c h i e f  t o  g e t  t h e  p rope r  in format ion .  Cons ider ing ,  t h a t  he 
would e i t h e r  have had people  who w e r e  b r i n g i n g  him i n f o r -  
mat ion on t h e  s l y ,  which was e a s i l y  p o s s i b l e .  I n  f a c t ,  
down a t  Duc Pho t h e  d i s t r i c t  c h i e f  t u r n e d  o v e r  t o  us  much, 
much in fo rma t ion  t h a t  w a s  Eac tua l .  

Q- W e l l  h e ' d  have d i f f i c u l t y  g e t t i n g  in format ion  
because t h e s e  were American u n i t s  t h a t  were o p e r a t i n g  i n  
t h e r e ,  t h e s e  were American u n i t s  t h a t  w e r e  be ing  accused.  
Who would know about  t h e s e  t h i n g s ?  The 1 1 t h  Brigade,  and 
t h e  i n fo rma t ion  as t o  what had t aken  p l a c e  t h e r e  had t o  
come from t h e  Americans. A t  leas t  i n  s u b s t a n t i a l  r e s p e c t s .  

A. You have . j u s t  s t a t e d  a  ve ry  l o g i c a l  t h i n g ,  b u t  you . 

see--

Q. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Not o n l y  ve ry  l o g i c a l ,  b u t  t h i s  i s  
p r e c i s e l y  what happened. Not on ly  w e r e  t h e  ARVN looking  
i n t o  it, b u t  t h e y  app ra i sed  General  KOSTER, and General  
KOSTER w a s  i n  touch wi th  your commanding o f f i c e r  a t  a t i m e  
when you were r i g h t  by your commanding o f f i c e r .  This  re -
p o r t  t hen  comes from your  commanding o f f i c e r  and t h e n  
t h e  f i n a l  copy goes t o  you. Now l e t  m e  show you ano the r  
document, and s e e  i f  we c a n ' t  p u t  t h i s  t o g e t h e r .  This  
i s  E x h i b i t  M - 3 6 ,  and h e r e ' s  a  memorandum from t h e  G 2  of 
t h e  2d ARVN Div i s ion  t o  t h e  CG of t h e  2d ARVN D i v i s i o n ,  
who would be Colonel  TOAN a t  t h a t  t ime ,  now General  TOAN. 
I ' d  l i k e  you t o  r e a d  t h a t  memorandum, and t o  n o t e  i t ' s  
i n c l o s u r e s .  

\ 
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A. Yes, s ir .  Tha t  i s  what I ga the red  a t  t h e  t i m e .  
E i t h e r  t h e  Son My V i l l a g e  c h i e f  was t r y i n g  t o  p l a y  bo th  
s i d e s  of t h e  co in  and t h e r e f o r e  f e l t  t h a t  i n  o r d e r  t o  
make h i s  way i n  t h e  world  he had t o  pas s  on what appeared 
t o  be a  propaganda complaint  i n  o r d e r  t o ,  I s a y  p l a y  bo th  
s i d e s  of t h e  f e n c e ,  o r  t h a t  he w a s  r e a l l y  on t h e  o t h e r  
s i d e  h imse l f .  

Q. Now you say  t h a t ' s  what you b e l i e v e d  a t  t h e  t i m e .  

A. No, s i r ,  I d i d n ' t  say  t h a t .  
t 

Q- T h a t ' s  what you j u s t  s a i d .  

A. I n  looking  a t  i t ,  i f  I had seen  t h i s  t h a t ' s  what 
I would have concluded t o  myself .  

MR MACCRATE: L e t  me show you a  very  c u r i o u s  t h i n g ,  M r .  
BUCKLEDGE.  We f e e l  t h a t  w e  a r e  e n t i t l e d  t o  an e x p l a n a t i o n ,  
and those  who were r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  t h i s  document have t o  
p rov ide  it and t h e i r  f a i l u r e  t o  p rov ide  it i s  indeed  a  v e r y  
s e r i o u s  t h i n g .  I ' m  go ing  t o  show you E x h i b i t  M-30, i t ' s  
t h e  same document t h a t  i s  t h e r e  no ted  a s  i n c l o s u r e  1. I t  
has  one t h i n g  added, it has  a  s i g n a t u r e  on it, b u t  i t ' s  
been e l i m i n a t e d ,  and t h a t ' s  t h e  s i g n a t u r e  of Angel M. 
RODRIGUEZ,  Capta in ,  a s s i s t a n t  d i s t r i c t  a d v i s o r ,  Son Tinh 
D i s t r i c t .  W e  would l i k e  t o  know from you how t h a t  s i g -  
n a t u r e  came t o  be removed from t h e  document when it be-
came an i n c l o s u r e  t o  t h e  l e t t e r  i n  your f i l e  addressed  t o  
t h e  commanding g e n e r a l  of t h e  ..m.erical d i v i s i o n ?  

A. I ' m  a f r a i d  I c a n ' t  t e l l  you sir .  I have never--
I d i d n ' t  r e c a l l  e v e r  having seen  t h i s  b e f o r e ,  even though 
my i n i t i a l s  a r e  on h e r e .  I t  j u s t  d i d n ' t  s i n k  i n t o  my con-
sc iousness  and a s  f a r  a s  e r a s i n g  a name o f f ,  w e l l  I deny 
t h a t  c a t e g o r i c a l l y .  

Q- W e l l ,  someone r e typed  t h e  s t a t e m e n t  and e l imina -  
t e d  t h a t  name, made it appear  p o s s i b l y  from some d i f f e r e n t  
o r i g i n .  E l imina t ed  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  a U.S. a s s i s t a n t  d i s t r i c t  
adv i so r  had p repa red  t h e  s t a t emen t .  

A. May I ask a q u e s t i o n  back,  s ir .  Did Se rgean t  
GERBERDING s a y  t h a t  he r e c e i v e d  t h e  s t a t emen t  t o  be a t t a c h e d  
i n  t h a t  form r i g h t  t h e r e  from me? 

Q. Sergean t  GERBERDING i s  u n c l e a r  on how t h e  i n c l o s u r e s  
w e r e  p u t  t o g e t h e r .  
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would be a l o t  of p l a c e s  burned down and t h e y ' r e  s o  c l o s e  
t h a t  i f  you burn  'one t h e r e ' s  p robably  a whole bunch o f  
them burned t o g e t h e r .  

Q =  W e l l  t e l l  m e  b r i e f l y  what was t h e  problem wi th  
HOLBROOK? 

A. . With HOLBROOK, s i r ?  

Q. Y e s .  

A. H e  w a s  a drunk,  s ir .  

Q *  I n o t i c e  a t  one t ime t h a t  h e ' d  been w i t h  you 
and then  he ' d  gone up and he ' d  been t h e  S2/S3 a t  Task 
Force Barker  and t h e n  he came back t o  you. 

A .  S i r ,  Colonel  BARKER threw him o u t .  

Q. Y e s .  
t 

A. On s e v e r a l  occas ions  he had been drunk up t h e r e  
when he w a s  supposed t o  be on du ty .  

Q - Y e s .  And what 'd  you do a f t e r  you g o t  him back? 

A. Wel l ,  b e s i d e s  counse l ing  him, we took p r e t t y  c l o s e  
i n t e r e s t  i n  h i s  a c t i v i t i e s  a f t e r  t h a t .  

Q - W e l l  I know what you d i d .  You r e l i e v e d  him and he 
went t o  a MAT team. I know t h e  whole s t o r y  on it. Did he 
come back t o  you f o r  r e t u r n  t o  t h e  S t a t e s  e v e n t u a l l y ?  O r  
w a s  he a l s o  r e l i e v e d  from t h a t  job? 

A. I t h i n k  I l e f t  b e f o r e  h i s  d i s p o s i t i o n ,  s ir .  

Q - Yes. 

A. I know I wrote  h i s  l a s t  e f f i c i e n c y  r e p o r t ,  and t h a t  
w a s  probably t h e  lowes t  one I e v e r  wrote  on anybody i n  my 
whole Army c a r e e r .  

I0 : I wanted t o  check aga in  on t h i s  l e t t e r .  Sometime 
around t h e  midd le  of  A p r i l ,  we have it t h a t  General  KOSTER 
wro te  a l e t t e r  and we have in fo rma t ion  it w a s  i n  t h e  head- 
q u a r t e r s ,  i n  t h i s  f i l e  y o u ' r e  t a l k i n g  about .  You s a i d  a 
copy w a s  i n  t h e r e .  
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reason  I asked t h e  q u e s t i o n .  Did he t e l l  you about  some 
Nat iona l  P o l i c e  b e i n g  o u t  t h e r e  on t h e  n i g h t  of t h e  1 6 t h  
i n  t h e  l a a g e r  a r e a  of  Bravo and Cha r l i e  Companies? 

A. I ' m  n o t  s u r e  it was t h a t  occas ion ,  b u t  he t o l d  
me t h a t  t hey  had-been g e t t i n g  some good h e l p  from Na t iona l  
Policemen who were going a long  w i t h  t h e  t r o o p s  t o  h e l p  
them weed o u t  t h e  people  t h e y  knew w e r e  i nnocen t  c i v i l i a n s  
from t h o s e  t h a t  were s u s p e c t s .  

Q. Did he t e l l  you t h a t  t h e  Na t iona l  P o l i c e  had 
k i l l e d  some PW's. 

A. No, s ir .  H e  never  t o l d  me t h a t .  

Q. He neve r  t o l d  you. Never mentioned a word? 
\ 

A. No, s i r .  

Q- You might t h i n k  about  t h a t  now. 

A. I d o n ' t  have t o  t h i n k  about  it. I f  he had t o l d  
me t h a t  I would have remembered it. 

Q =  Did he t e l l  you about  Cap ta in  MEDINA p u t t i n g  some 
s h o t s  above a p r i s o n e r ' s  head t o  g e t  him t o  t a l k ?  Did he 
t e l l  you about  ano the r  p r i s o n e r ,  t hey  had t o  r e a l l y  work h i s  
hand o v e r ,  Na t iona l  P o l i c e  o r  Americans, t o  g e t  him t o  t a l k ?  

A. No, s i r .  
C 

Q- None of  t h i s  r i n g s ?  When L i e u t e n a n t  JOHNSON, he 
was from t h e  52d M I  Detachment, when he came back from t h i s  
o p e r a t i o n ,  d i d  he come i n  t o  s e e  you a t  a l l ?  To t e l l  you 
about what he ' d  seen?  

A. No, s i r .  H e  d i d n ' t .  * 

Q e  Did Capta in  LABRIOLA come i n  and t e l l  you anyth ing?  

A * .  No, s ir .  

Q I t h i n k  t h a t ' s  a l l  I have. M r .  MACCRATE? M r .  WEST? 
Well ,  w e  a p p r e c i a t e  ve ry  much having you come i n  t h i s  a f t e r -
noon, Coionei  BLACKLEDGE. . I. shouid  s a y  t h i s  evening ,  now. 

A. I ' v e  s t i l l  g o t  Hawaiian t i m e  on h e r e ,  s ir .  I'll 
have t o  a d j u s t .  T h a t ' s  r i g h t ,  i t ' s  c l o s e  t o  seven ,  i s n ' t  
i t ?  
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second p l a t o o n ,  t h i r d  p l a t o o n ,  t h e  CP, and t h e  mortar 
p l a toon  deployed t o  t h e  n o r t h  (pgs. 17 ,  1 8 ) .  The second 
p l a toon  went s t r a i g h t  n o r t h  and t h e  CP went by t h e  g a t e  
e n t e r i n g  P i n k v i l l e  and went t o  t h e  nor thwes t  where they 
s topped t o  regroup .  Because t h e  second p l a toon  was bunched 
up, L ieu t enan t  COCHRAN deployed t o  sp read  t h e  p l a t o o n  o u t  
when h e  h i t  a boobytrap which l e a d  t o  h i s  d e a t h  (pg.  1 8 ) .  
T h e b o o b y t r a p  was n o t  command de tona ted  and t h e  w i t n e s s  
thought  t h a t  o n l y  L ieu tenan t  COCHRAN w a s  h i t  (pg.  1 8 ) .  This  
occur red  approximately  45 minutes  a f t e r  t h e  i n i t i a l  l and ing  
and i n  15 minutes  t h e  l i e u t e n a n t  was dus t ed  o f f  (pg.  19)  . 
The w i t n e s s  w a s  r ead  E x h i b i t  M-20, t h e  t r a n s c r i p t  o f  a 
t a p e  r e c o r d i n g ,  which i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  Colonel  BARKER, 
Coyote 6,went i n  t o  p i c k  up t h e  wounded a t  approximately  
0900 t o  0930 hours  (pg. 23, 2 4 ) .  The e x h i b i t  a l s o  r e f l e c t e d  
t h e  f i r i n g  o f  . .mortar rounds e a r l y  i n  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  (pg .22) .  
The w i t n e s s  s t a t e d  t h a t  he  thought  a d u s t o f f  had p icked  up 
L ieu tenan t  COCHFAN (pg. 24) , and h e  s t a t e d  t h a t  p o s s i b l y  
t h e  mor ta r  p l a t o o n  was n o t  l o c a t e d  w i t h  them (pg.  2 5 ) .  
H e  f e l t  t h a t  some mor ta r  rounds may have been f i r e d  
(pg. 221. 

d. P a r t i c u l a r  movement o f  t h e  f i r s t  p l a toon .  

The wi-tness r e c a l l e d  t h a t  MICHLES asked him f o r  
some VT rounds t o  p i c k  up t h e  booby t r a p s  and s h o r t l y  
a f t e r  t h e  f i r s t  p l a toon  was deployed t o  an a r e a  i n d i c a t e d  
on E x h i b i t  P-179 a s  number #6. He s t a t e d  t h a t  they  took 
t h e  road which w a s  an  ex t ens ion  o f  Highway 521 towards 
t h e  s e a  and h e  f e l t  t h a t  t hey  encountered s n i p e r  f i r e  
(pgs.  26, 2 7 ) .  They t r a n s m i t t e d  back a message i n d i c a t i n g  
t h a t  29  VC w e r e  k i l l e d  b u t  he  beard  no th ing  f u r t h e r  about  
t h e  a c t i o n .  

e. Night  l a a g e r  p o s i t i o n .  

P o i n t  number #7 on E x h i b i t  P-179 i n d i c a t e s  t h e  
de fens ive  p o s i t i o n  taken  f o r  t h e  evening o f  16 March (pg .27 ) .  
The w i t n e s s  was n o t  s u r e  i f  it w a s  n e a r  My La i  ( 5 )  and h e  
i n d i c a t e d  w i t h  a broken l i n e  ano the r  p o s s i b l e  l a a g e r  p o s i t i o n  
(pg. 2 7 ) .  H e  s t a t e d  t h a t  a t  1630 hours  t h e  u n i t  l i n k e d  up 

wi th  C/1/20 who had f i v e  Na t iona l  Policemen and e i g h t  VC 
s u s p e c t s  w i t h  them (pg.  2 8 ) .  The Na t iona l  Policemen were 
b e a t i n g  t h e  s u s p e c t s  and he  s t a t e d  h e  sm a l l  e i g h t  s h o t  one 
by one (pgs .  2 8 ) .  ~ i e u t e n a n t  ALAUX was w i t h  him a t  t h e  
t i m e  and t h e y  d i s c u s s e d  it (pg. 28) . H e  s t a t e d  t h a t  MEDINA 
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and MICHLES w e r e  s t a n d i n g  wi th  ALAUX and h imse l f  w h i l e  t h i s  
was happ,ening, 25 o r  30 meters  away (pg. 2 8 ) .  The ~ a t i o n a l  
P o l i c e  were i n  c i v i l i a n  c l o t h e s  and were i d e n t i f i e d  t o  h im.  
by ALAUX (pg. 29) . He d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  s e e i n g  L ieu tenan t  
J O H N S O N  i n  t h e  a r e a  (pg. 2 9 ) .  He d i d  n o t  make a complaint  
t o  MICHLES o r  MEDINA o v e r  t h e  a c t i o n  no r  d i d  he r e c a l l  
e i t h e r  one o f  them t e l l i n g  t h e  Na t iona l  P o l i c e  t o  s t o p  
(pg. 45 ) .  H e  d i d  n o t  see anyone b e a t  someone on t h e  
hand w i t h  a k n i f e  o r  c u t  a f i n g e r  o f f  (pg.  3 0 ) .  H e  s t a t e d  
t h e  people  were thrown i n t o  a d i t c h  and s h o t  (pgs .  28, 29, 30,  
3 1 ) ,  and t h a t  a l l  e i g h t  were s h o t  ove r  a p e r i o d  o f  f i v e  
minutes (pg. 3 0 ) .  When shown photographs o f  Vietnamese 
i n d i v i d u a l s  h e  i d e n t i f i e d  E x h i b i t  P-148 a s  be ing  a 
Nat iona l  Policeman who was p r e s e n t  (pg.  3 7 ) .  H e  a l s o  r e c a l l e d  
one having a s c a r  on h i s  f a c e  (pg. 37) . During t h e  
evening he  had a d i s c u s s i o n  w i t h  L ieu tenan t  ALAUX who 
i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  h e  had seen  dead women and c h i l d r e n  and a 
number o f  animals  k i l l e d  t h a t  day (pg. 43) .  ALAUX appeared 
t o  be  v e r y  u p s e t  about  t h e  i n c i d e n t  b u t  n o t  w i t h  any 
p a r t i c u l a r  i n d i v i d u a l  (pg . 4 3) . ALAUX i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  t h e  
k i l l i n g s  w e r e  done by t h e  i n f a n t r y  i ndkse r iminh te ly  
(pg.  4 4 ) .  H e  d i d  n o t  see anyone v i s i t  t h e  p o s i t i o n  t h a t  
n i g h t  from b r i g a d e  a l t hough  t h e r e  w a s  a command s h i p  i n  t h e  
a r e a  and they  were r e s u p p l i e d  (pg. 3 1 ) .  He s t a t e d  t h a t  
p o s s i b l y  Colonel  BARKER came i n  w i t h  t h e  resupply  s h i p  
(pg. 31 ) .  

f .  A c t i v i t i e s  of  t h e  u n i t  on 17 March. 

Between 0700 and 0800 wh i l e  moving from t h e  l a a g e r  
p o s i t i o n  h e  heard  a  boobytrap go o f f  and found o u t  t h a t  
S p e c i a l i s t  Four TAYLOR had been wounded (pg. 32) . TAYLOR 
was gone on t h e  d u s t o f f  by  t h e  t i m e  he  a r r i v e d  a t  t h e  s cene  
(pg.  3 2 ) .  When they  c r o s s e d  t h e  b r i d g e  t h e y  l i n k e d  up wi th  
L ieu tenan t  WILLINGHAM and s t a y e d  i n  t h e  a r e a  f o r  a s h o r t  
whi le  b e f o r e  heading sou th  w i t h  e i t h e r  t h e  f i r s t  p l a toon  
o r  t h e  second p l a toon  (pg.  33) . The CP and ano the r  p l a t o o n  
was deployed t o  t h e i r  f r o n t  and he  r e c a l l e d  t h a t  t h e r e  w a s  
some burn ing  of  v i l l a g e s  (pg.  3 3 ) .  The w i t n e s s  f e l t  that  
t h e  t h i r d  p l a t o o n  moved sou th  f i r s t  and he s t a t e d  he 
r e c a l l e d  t a l k i n g  t o  L ieu tenan t  CARTER on t h e  extreme sou the rn  
p o i n t  of  t h e  p e n i n s u l a  (pg. 3 5 ) .  While t hey  moved he s t a t e d  , 
n o t  a l l  o f  t h e  v i l l a g e s  were burned and they  encountered 
very few i n h a b i t a n t s  (pg.  3 4 ) .  H e  s t a t e d  h e  s a w  one body 
nea r  t h e  b r i d g e  b e f o r e  c r o s s i n g  and t h a t  t h e r e  was n o ,  
s i g n  of  t h e  29 bod ie s  r e p o r t e d  t h e  day b e f o r e  b u t  he  f e l t  
t h a t  t hey  were taken  away du r ing  t h e  n i g h t  (pg.  34) . H e  
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A. S i r ,  we l inked  up with C/1/20 i n  the  af ternoon 
a t  approximately 1630 hours t o  my r e c o l l e c t i o n .  A t  t h a t  
time when we l inked  up CP elements,  C/1/20 had wi th  them 
four  o r  f i v e  Nat ional  Policemen wi th  e i g h t  VC suspec t s .  
When I a r r i v e d  t h e r e  they were bea t ing  them and I saw them 
shoot  a l l  e i g h t  of them, one by one. They were i n t e r r o g a t i n g  
them of s o r t s .  I saw one, f o r  example, they h i t  him i n  the  
head and h i t  him i n  the  middle of t h e  back, and then he s h o t  
him. I was wi th  Lieutenant  ALAUX, and we both saw t h a t ,  and, 
w e l l ,  I d i d n ' t  have t o o  many comments and n e i t h e r  d id  he; 
b u t  I c a n ' t  remember exac t ly  what was s a i d .  Then t h e r e  was 
a l o t  of conversa t ion  of what they d i d ,  and then  we went back 
t o  our  a rea .  

Q You say  t h i s  was i n  B Company's a rea?  

A. S i r ,  I b e l i e v e  we went from t h a t  pogada t o  l i n k  
wi th  Char l i e  t o  t a l k  over something. I d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  it w a s  
i n  our  NDP,  sir .  It  was away from our  NDP a couple,  t h r e e  
hundred meters.  

Did you s e e  any U.S .  o f f i c e r s  a t  t h a t  loca t ion?  

Yes, s ir ,  I saw Captain MEDINA. 

Was he s tanding  the re?  

Y e s ,  s i r ,  he was wi th  us. 

Q* Did he observe t h i s ?  

A.  I d o n ' t  know i f  he observed t h i s .  He was t a l k i n g  
wi th  Captain MICHLES . 
A.  Was Captain MICHLES t h e r e ?  

A. Yes, s ir .  Lieutenant  ALAUX and I were t a l k i n g  t o  
each o the r .  We a r e  good f r i e n d s .  

Q. .How f a r  away d i d  t h i s  event  occur? 

Wenty-f ive  o r  t h i r t y  meters;  maybe l e s s .  

What was t h e  d i s p o s i t i o n  of t h e  bodies? 

They were lay ing  i n  a d i t c h .  
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a - D i d n ' t  you t e l l  me e a r l i e r  t h a t  t h e s e  w e r e  Na t iona l  
P o l i c e ?  

A. y e s ,  s i r .  

Q. And t h a t  t hey  w e r e  i n  c i v i l i a n  c l o t h e s ?  

A. .To my r e c o l l e c t i o n ,  y e s ,  s i r .  

cl How d i d  you know they  were Na t iona l  P o l i c e ?  

A. I asked L i e u t e n a n t  ALAUX, and he s a i d  t h e y  were 
w i t h  them on t h e  o p e r a t i o n .  

MR WALSH: Capta in ,  I t h i n k  you s a i d  t h e  B Company CP w a s  
i n  a pagoda, i s  t h a t  r i g h t ?  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q And do you r e c a l l  when you se t  up f o r  t h e  n i g h t  
and you and Capta in  MICHLES went over  t o  t h e  C h a r l i e  Company 
a r e a ,  was t h i s  t o  s a y  h e l l o ?  

A. Yes, s i r ,  more o r  less c o o r d i n a t i o n .  

Q Who else went w i t h  you and Capta in  MICHLES when 
you went over  t h e r e ?  

A. I ' m  s u r e  h i s  R T O ' s  went wi th  him. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  
i f  mine went w i t h  m e  o r  n o t .  I would say  t h a t  he  d i d n ' t .  

Q Do you know L ieu tenan t  "Bul l "  JOHNSON? 

A. Y e s ,  b u t  I d o n ' t  recall  him be ing  t h e r e .  I d i d n ' t  
s e e  him. 

Q Do you r e c a l l  any ARVN s o l d i e r s  be ing  around t h a t  
day? 

A. NO, sir.  

Q - How about  l a t e r  i n  t h e  o p e r a t i o n ?  Do you recal l  'a 
smal l  number o f  them j o i n i n g  you t h e  n e x t  day? 

A. Y e s ,  s i r ,  up i n  t h i s  a r e a  ( i n d i c a t i n g )  . 
Q* When you went over t o  see Capta in  m D I N A ,  was 
L ieu tenan t  ALAUX w i t h  him? 
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A. H e  was i n  t h e  a rea .  I wouldn ' t  say he was a c t u a l l y  
with him. 

Q- When you saw Captain MEDINA, were t h e  Nat ional  
p o l i c e  i n t e r r o g a t i n g  people near h i s  CP a rea?  

A. I d o n ' t  know where h i s  C P  a r e a  was a t  f o r  sure .  

Q Did you s e e  anybody bea t ing  t h e  hand o f . o n e  of t h e  
suspec t s?  Have a hand put on a rock and somebody with a  k n i f e  
b e a t  him on t h e  back of t h e  knuckles with i t ?  

A. NO,  sir. 

Q 0 
Did you s e e  anybody c u t  a f i n g e r  o f f  of  one o r  

t h e  people?. 

A .  No, sir. 

Q- You s a i d  t h a t  you saw a l l  e i g h t  of them sho t?  

A. I saw e i g h t  of them. I saw e i g h t  suspec t s .  I saw 
them take  each one of t h e m ' a f t e r  i n t e r r o g a t i o n ,  and throw 
them i n  t h e  di tch,and shoot  them. 

Q =  How long d id  t h i s  t ake  t o  dispose of a l l  e i g h t  
of them? 

A. I d i d n ' t  l i k e  the  i d e a  of it. I ' d  say 3 ,  4 ,  o r  
5 minutes. That i s  t o  the  b e s t  of my r e c o l l e c t i o n .  I t  was 
no t  very long. 

Q They were no t  asking them very many ques t ions
before  they  were p u t t i n g  them away? 

A .  No, s i r .  

Q. Did you o r  anyone e l s e  say anything t o  them 
about t h i s ?  

A. No, s i r ,  I d i d n ' t .  

Q- Did Captain MICHLES say anything t o  them? 

A. I d o n ' t  know i f  Captain MICHLES saw it o r  n o t ,  sir. 

Q What d i d  you say t o  Lieutenant  ALAUX about i t ?  
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A.  I c a n ' t  r e c a l l  e x a c t l y  what I d i d  say ,  b u t  s i n c e  
I d i d n ' t  s e e  any U . S . ' s  do t h i s , ,  I thought t h i s  must be t h e  
way t h e  Nat iona l  P o l i c e  opera ted .  

Q. How f a r  away was t h e  d i t c h  from t h e  a r e a  where 
you f i r s t  saw them be ing  i n t e r r o g a t e d ?  

A.  Well, it wasn ' t  very- - i t  was jus t - - I  d o n ' t  know. 
m a t  they d i d ,  I saw them b e a t i n g  them, and then  I saw them 
throw them i n  t h e  d i t c h ,  and then  I saw them shoo t  them. 
The d i t c h  was r i g h t  by. 

Q Did they shoot  them wi th  a r i f l e  o r  a p i s t o l ?  

A. The i r  ca rb ines .  

Q Were any of  them s h o t  whi le  they were s t a n d i n g
up? 

A. I d i d n ' t  s e e  any of  t h a t .  

Q Did t h e  same man do a l l  t h e  s h o o t i n g ? .  . 

A. No, s i r .  I b e l i e v e  t h e r e  w e r e  two people and 
p o s s i b l y  t h r e e .  ' . 

Q. Would you recognize them i f  you saw a p i c t u r e  o f  
them? 

A. No, s i r ,  I would n o t . '  I could look a t  them, b u t  
I d o n ' t  know. I t ' s  p o s s i b l e  t h a t  I could.  

LTC NOLL: Did you see.  anybody v i s i t  C Company's p o s i t i o n  
from br igade  t h e r e  t h a t  day? 

A. I t ' s  q u i t e  p o s s i b l e .  I know t h e r e  was a command 
s h i p  i n  t he  a r e a .  They d i d n ' t  v i s i t  u s ,  I know that . .  But 
they poss ib ly  could have v i s i t e d .  I ' m  n o t  going t o  say  t h e y  
d id .  

Q .  Were you r e supp l i ed  ' a t  t h i s  p o s i t i o n ?  

A. Yes, s i r ,  because we had beer  wi th  us .  
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cOL WILSON: Had you seen t h e  Nat ional  Po l i ce  do t h i s  before? 

A .  No, sir. This is  t h e  f i r s t  time I had ever  been 
around them. 

Q You had not  seen t h e  Nat ional  Po l i ce  on any of 
your o t h e r  opera t ions?  

A. No, sir.  

9. Did you r e p o r t  t h i s  t o  anybody? 

A. No, s ir .  

,Q Why? 

A. Like I say ,  I j u s t  thought it was the  way t h e  
Nat ional  Po l i ce  operated.  I guess it was under t h e i r  j u r i s -
d i c t i o n .  I d o n ' t  know. But I d i d n ' t  r e p o r t  it t o  anybody, 
sir.  

Q 
t h i s ?  

You d i d n ' t  f e e l  any r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  s topping 

A. No, s i r ,  I d i d n ' t .  

Q You a r e  a commissioned o f f i c e r .  

A .  Yes, s i r .  

Q. You show B Company l aager ing  overnight  a t  po in t  
7, and B Company moving toward t h e  s e a .  Would you expla in  
o r  t e l l  us what happened a t  p o i n t  8 and 9 where t h e  1st 
Platoon secured t h e  br idge?  

A. Yes, sir. On our  way over from our  l a a g e r  posi t ion--

Q . ( In terpos ing)  What time do you th ink  you departed? 

A.  I n  t h e  morning between 7 o r  8 o ' c lock .  On t h e  way 
over--in f a c t ,  I d id  hear  the  booby t r a p  go o f f ,  and a t  t h a t  
time they c a l l e d  i n  and we d i d  f i n d  o u t  t h a t  SP4 TAYLOR t r i p p e d  
a booby t r a p .  

Q. You heard it go o f f  from your p o s i t i o n ?  

A. Yes. However, t h e  dus to f f  had gone when I g o t  
the re .  
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A. We were moving south  a t  t h a t  time. 

Q. Is it p o s s i b l e  t h a t  you j u s t  may have confused 
t a l k i n g  t o  CARTER wi th  another  o f f i c e r ?  

A.  Most a f f i r m a t i v e .  

Q - Which do you th ink  i s  more accura te ,  your d i scuss ion  
w i t h  CARTER o r  your movement t o  the  south t h a t  day? 

A. My movement t o  the  south ,  because I remember t h i s  
and I ' m  vague about t a l k i n g  t o  CARTER. 

MR WALSH: I th ink  i t ' s  important  f o r  us t o  be c l e a r  on how 
f a r  south  you went, Are you vague? 

A. We went c l e a r  t o  the  end. I am abso lu te ly  s u r e  
.that I d i d  say ,  "What a h e l l  of a ,way t o  spend S t .  P a t ' s  Day" 
moving south.  How f a r  south ,  I am vague. 

COL WILSON: Do you r e c a l l  some burning down t h e r e ?  

A. Yes, s i r .  Like I s a i d ,  it may n o t  have been t h a t  
opera t ion  p e r  s e ,  b u t  I th ink  it was. 

Q Then you turned  around and came back. You d o n ' t  
r e c a l l  where you laagered  t h a t  n igh t?  

A. No, sir.  

MR WALSH: I would l i k e  t o  go back f o r  a minute, i f  I may, 
t o  the  time when you were i n  the  l a a g e r  a r e a  on t h e  n i g h t  
of t h e  16th.  You went over  t o  t h e  Char l i e  Company p o r t i o n  
of the  l a a g e r  a r e a ,  and you were t a l k i n g  t o  Lieutenant  ALAUX, 
and you observed some National  Policemen i n t e r r o g a t i n g ,  bea t ing ,  
and execut ing some suspec t s .  I would l i k e  t o  show you f o u r  
photographs of some Vietnamese i n d i v i d u a l s ,  numbers P-147 
t h r u  P-150, consecut ive ly ,  and ask you i f  you recognize any
of those i n d i v i d u a l s  a s  t h e  National Po l i ce  you observed 
i n  t h e  l a a g e r  a rea .  

A. Yes, P-148. 

A.  Yes, 

Q. Any of t h e  o t h e r s ?  
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A. Not r i g h t  offhand, no, sir. 

Q Did you happen t o  n o t i c e  whether any of t h e  Nat-
i o n a l  Policemen o t h e r  than  t h e  gentleman you have i d e n t i f i e d  
as  P-148 had a very pronounced s c a r  on t h e  s i d e  of h i s  face?  

A. yes ,  sir. 

a - You do r e c a l l  t h a t ?  

A. Yes, sir.  

Q I ask you t o  d i r e c t  your a t t e n t i o n  again t o  
photograph P-147 which due t o  the  l i g h t i n g  does no t  show 
t h e  s c a r  a s  c l e a r l y  a s  it might, b u t  I t h i n k  i t ' s  no t i ceab le  
o r  a t  leas t - -

A. ( In te rpos ing)  Yes, sir, I b e l i e v e  I also--but,  
I d o n ' t  recognize t h e  young looking people,  b u t  I do re-
cognize t h i s  one f o r  s u r e  ( i n d i c a t i n g  P-148) and 147. 

Q - Can you go f u r t h e r  and can you r e c a l l  whether 
e i t h e r  of t h e  ind iv idua l s  t h a t  you recognize were those 
i n d i v i d u a l s  who were doing t h e  shoot ing  t h e r e ?  

A. No, s ir .  I w i l l  n o t  say t h a t  they were t h e  
ones shoot ing.  

Q. And-do you have any c l e a r  r e c o l l e c t i o n  of how 
- many National  P o l i c e  were doing t h i s  i n t e r r o g a t i n g ?  

A. I r e c o l l e c t  around f i v e ;  I thought f i v e .  I t  may 
have been more, and I d i d n ' t  s e e  them. 

Q - And t h e  two ind iv idua l s  i n  P-147 and P-148 were 
two of t h e  people t h a t  were t h e r e ?  

A. I w i l l  v e r i f y  P-148, and P-147 I t h i n k  so. 

Q I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  shown on P-148, 
one of t h e  o t h e r s  who was t h e r e  had a pronounced s c a r  on 
h i s  face .  

A. I c a n ' t  r e c a l l  t h a t .  

Q - I misunderstood you before .  

A. You s a i d  t h i s  one he re ,  r i g h t  ( i n d i c a t i n g ) ?  I 
know t h e  s c a r ,  b u t  I d o n ' t  know whether it was t h i s  guy. 
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A. A l l  except ,  l i k e  I say previous ly ,  t h a t  he d i d n ' t  
l i k e  it himsel f .  And then  r e a l l y  I th ink  t h e  conversa t ion  
turned away, and t h a t  i s  when t h e  Nat ional  Po l i ce  s h o t  t h e  
o t h e r  people,  s h o t  these  VC suspect.^. 

Q. Did you make any complaint t o  Captain MICHLES 
o r  anyone about t h e  Nat ional  P o l i c e  ac t ion?  

A. No, s i r ,  I d i d n ' t .  I th ink  we might have s a i d  
something, b u t  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  what it was. I d o n ' t  know 
whether he saw it o r  whether Captain MEDINA saw it. I know 
Lieutenant  ALAUX and I saw it. 

Q. Do you remember Captain MICHLES, o r  Captain 
MEDINA, o r  e i t h e r  one of them, o r  both of them t e l l i n g  the 
National  Po l i ce  t o  s t o p  it a f t e r  t h i s  was over? 

A. No, s ir .  

COL WILSON: Now, do you r e c a l l  during t h e  per iod  we have 
discussed s o  f a r ,  which i s  through t h e  n i g h t  of t h e  17 th ,  
any a c t i o n  by t h e  Navy? 

A. No, s i r .  There may have been r e p o r t s  of VC 
moving out  i n t o  t h e  water .  I d o n ' t  know whether t h i s  was 
the  17 th  o r  t h e  18th .  I do remember t h a t ,  t h a t  they round 
some of t h e  people up and drove them ashore.  But they  
turned out--I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  t h a t  they picked up any weapons. 
I th ink  they were j u s t  fisherman. 

Q No suppor t ing  f i r e  o r  anything l i k e  t h a t  t h a t  
you can r e c a l l ?  

A. No, sir.  

Q- A l l  r i g h t .  W i l l  you desc r ibe  what happened on 
the  18th? I b e l i e v e  w e ' l l  f i r s t  t ake  it from the  po in t  
of moving nor th  t o  p o i n t  11-where you mentioned a MEDCAP. 

A. Yes, s i r .  We went i n t o  the  v i l l a g e  and saw 
some scraggy-looking k i d s ,  and another  p la toon apparent ly 
had been deployed up here .  I th ink  it might have been t h e  
3d Platoon,  b u t  I ,amn o t  s u r e ,  That i s  where Captain MICHLES 
t o l d  them t o  go ahead and round them up and b r i n g  them back, 
and we would c a l l  i n  t h e  MEDCAP. We waited around, and t h a t  
af ternoon t h e  MEDCAP team d i d  come, and a l l  t h e  whi le  I re-
member remember l ay ing  i n  a hootch reading a book whi le  the 
MEDCAP was going on. 
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A. It was j u s t  a couple days a f t e r  t h e  opera t ion .  

Q- We're t a l k i n g  about t h e  22nd of March o r  something
l i k e  t h a t ?  

A.  'something l i k e  t h a t ,  yes ,  sir. But then ,  t h a t  was 
a l l  t h e r e  was t o  it. 

Q *  Can you r e l a t e  t h i s  t ime? Is t h e r e  anyway we can 
f i x  t h i s  d a t e  more accura te ly?  

A.  No, s ir .  I d o n ' t  know whether it was a day, 2 days,  
3 days o r  what. 

Q- It  was i n  t h a t  t i m e  frame t h a t  Captain MICHLES 
t o l d  you t h a t ?  

A .  Y e s .  

Q. Did you ever  d i scuss  t h i s  wi th  Lieutenant  ALAUX. 

A.  Y e s ,  bu t  I never saw him t h a t  o f t e n .  

Q - Did you ever  d i scuss  t h i s  with anybody i n  your 
pa ren t  o rgan iza t ion?  

A. Because, l i k e  I s a i d ,  Captain MICHLES and 
myself and probably h i s  RTO were t h e  only ones t h a t  ever  
went over t h e r e  t o  t a l k  wi th  Captain MEDINA. 

Q You d i d  go over  t o  t a l k  t o  Captain MEDINA? 

A. I am t a l k i n g  about t h e  day of t h e  16 th .  There 
were no t  t h a t  many people t h a t  saw t h e  a l leged-- tha t  saw t h e  
VC g e t t i n g  k i l l e d  by t h e  Nat ional  Po l i ce .  

Q. Is t h a t  what you i n t e r p r e t e d  Captain MICHLES 
s ta tement  t o  r e f e r  t o ?  

A.  No, I knew t h a t  it was about t h e  o t h e r  t h i n g ,  b u t  
I never  heard too  much about i t ,  no,  s i r .  

Q. Did you hear  it from anybody e l s e  bes ide  Captain 
MICHLES? 
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A. Yes, sir.  

Q- You ever  s e e  o r  hear  about any of t h e  ARVN's  t o r -
t u r i n g  PW1s? 

A. . Yes, sir.  

Q Well, d i d  you s e e  i t ?  

A. No, s ir .  

Q. What d i d  you hear  about i t ?  

A .  I heard t h a t  they hooked a land  l i n e  up t o  him and 
s h o t  some e l e c t r i c i t y  through it. 

Q Through h i s  t e s t i c l e s ?  

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Did you hear  of any o t h e r  forms o f  persuas ion  
t h a t  they were using t h a t  morning? 

A. T h a t ' s  t h e  only one I know o f .  

Q. But you d i d n ' t  s e e  it y o u r s e l f ?  

A. N o ,  sir. 

Q.. You remember who t o l d  you about it? 

A. Steve MILLER, s ir .  

Q Do you remember h i s  squad? 

A. No, s i r ,  he was i n  t h e  weapons p la toon.  He had 
been a member of my squad be fo re  we l e f t  Hawaii. 

Q Did you e i t h e r  s e e ' o r  hea r  about any o t h e r  ins t ances  
o f .  mistreatment  of PW's o r  c i v i l i a n s  durinq t h e  course of t h i s-
opera t ion?  
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A. I th ink  t h e r e  was. I th ink  t h e r e  was e i t h e r  a 
"Spooky" o r  a "Puff I' , b u t  I couldn 't be sure.  

Q Is t h e r e  anything e l s e  t h a t  you r e c a l l  about 
t h a t  n igh t?  

A. No. 

MR WALSH: What d i d  you h e a r  about the  i n t e r r o g a t i o n  pro-
cedures used by t h e  people t h a t  were ther .e  i n t e r r o g a t i n g  
de ta inees?  

A .  A t  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  p lace?  

Q Yes, we l l ,  I t h i n k  you began to--you s a i d ,  "I 
d i d n ' t  s e e  them myself ." I j u s t  wondered. 

A.  I d i d n ' t  mean f o r  it t o  sound l i k e  t h a t .  What I 
meant was, you always h e a r  about th ings  going on, and I 
c a n ' t  connect any of those  th ings  wi th  t h a t  evening. I t  
could have been. I t ' s  p o s s i b l e  t h a t  it d i d ,  and i t ' s  possi-
ble t h a t  it d i d n ' t .  

Q - Would it r e f r e s h  your r e c o l l e c t i o n  i f  I t o l d  you
t h a t  we 've had cons iderable  testimony t h a t  some of the  people 
i n t e r r o g a t i n g  de ta inees  i n  the  l a a g e r  a r e a  t h a t  n igh t  o r  t h e  
next  morning were using a f i e l d  te lephone connected t o  
p a r t s  of t h e  d e t a i n e e s '  body? 

A. I 've heard of t h a t - te.chnique, b u t  I wasn ' t aware 
of it p a r t i c u l a r l y .  

Q - I t  d o e s n ' t  r i n g  i n  your mind t h a t  you may have 
seen something l i k e  t h i s ?  

A. No. 

Q - Did you see  a suspec t  being quest ioned by some 
ARVN o r  Nat ional  P o l i c e  and being kicked and beaten? 

A. I d o n ' t  remember s p e c i f i c a l l y ,  bu t  I have a t  
times seen it happen, and i t ' s  very p o s s i b l e  t h a t  it could 
have been that  evening. T h a t  was s tandard  procedure. 

LTC NOLL: One ques t ion  on t h e  sampans o r  f i s h i n g  boats  you 
saw. Were they i n  t h i s  water  r i g h t  o f f  t h e  mouth of the  f i n -
ge r ,  the mouth of the  Diem Diem River? 
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No, I w a s  no t .  

Do you know i f  marijuana was a problem i n  B/4/3?  

I t  w a s  no t .  

Q I t  was no t  a problem? 

A. I t  was n o t  a problem. 

Q. Did you ever ,  on t h i s  opera t ion ,  hea r  o r  see  any 
U.S. o r  ARVN o r  Nat ional  P o l i c e  t o r t u r i n g  any Vietnamese? 

A. On t h i s  opera t ion?  

Q. On t h i s  opera t ion .  

A. By t o r t u r i n g ,  do you mean anything? 

Q - I mean . i n f l i c t i n g  pa in .  

A. I d o n ' t  remember s p e c i f i c a l l y  t h i s  opera t ion  o r  
not.  I have seen U . S .  and ARVN t roops bea t ing  ind iv idua l s  
t h e y ' r e  i n t e r r o g a t i n g .  

Q . Could you i d e n t i f y  these  people? 

A. No, 

Q Was it t h i s  M I  team t h a t  you saw e a r l i e r ?  

A. I don 't remember s p e c i f i c a l l y  see ing  them. 

Q There a r e  a l l e g a t i o n s  t h a t  t h e r e  were rapes  the re .  
Do you know anything l i k e  t h a t ?  

A.  I never heard of any rapes .  

Q. Do you have any f u r t h e r  testimony, any s ta tements  
t o  make t h a t  might h e l p  us? 

I d o n ' t  t h i n k  so .  

Q- What? 
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lunch w i t h  t h e  company i n  My L a i ,  b u t  he  doubted t h a t  t h e  
p l a toon  would e a t  a l c n e  (pg.  7 6 ) .  He d i d  n o t  s e e  t h e  
k i l l i n g  o f  VC s u s p e c t s  a t  t h e  l a a g e r  s i t e ,  b u t  d i d  s e e  
Na t iona l  P o l i c e  t h e r e  (pgs .  30, 56 ,  57,  103,  1 0 4 ) .  H e  
hea rd  t h a t  t hey  k i l l e d  two s u s p e c t s  (pg. 30 )  , The p l a toon  
d i d  n o t  s u f f e r  any c a s u a l t i e s  du r ing  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  (pgs .  
1 3 ,  2 1 ) .  

d .  Act ions  on t h e  17 th .  

There were no k i l l i n g s  a s  t h e  company moved down 
t h e  c o a s t  (pg.  3 1 ) .  However, some hamlets  were burned 
(pg.  1 0 4 )  . H e  r e c a l l e d  t h a t  MEADLO l o s t  h i s  . l e g  on t h e  
1 7 t h  and t h a t  a VC nu r se  was cap tu red  (pgs .  31, 32, 104) . 
H e  d i d  n o t  remenher a f i e l d  v i s i t  by Colonel  Henderson (pg.105) .  

4 .  INQUIRIES AFTER THE ASSAULT. 

a. HENDERSON'S i n t e r r o g a t i o n .  

On t h e i r  a r r i v a l  a t  LZ D o t t i e  a f t e r  e x t r a c t i o n  
t h e  s i x  persons  i n  BUCHANON1s h e l i c o p t e r  were m e t  by 
HENDERSON who asked "Did you conduct y o u r s e l f  i n  such a way 
s o  t h a t  t h e  Vietnamese w i l l  t h i n k  we a r e  t h e i r  f r i e n d s ? "  
(pgs .  32,33,43,44,54,106) .  HENDERSON d i d  n o t  ask  i f  
anyone had seen  anyth ing  unusual  o r  any a c t s  a g a i n s t  
noncombatants (pgs .  4 3 , 5 5 ) .  The q u e s t i o n  was d i r e c t e d  t o  
t h e  e n t i r e  group (pg.  1 0 7 ) .  H e  wondered why HENDERSON had 
asked it because it d i d  n o t  s i t  t o o  w e l l  w i th  him (pg .94 ) .  
H e  t hen  t u r n e d  t o  BUCHANON and s a i d  "How about  you, s e r g e a n t ? "  
( ~ 4 s  33, 1 0 7 ) .  BUCHANON d i d  n o t  f u l l y  unders tand  t h e  
q u e s t i o n  and r e p l i e d  "I have no comment, s i rU  (pg.  1 0 7 ) .  
Had HENDERSON pursued t h e  m a t t e r  BUCHANON would have t r i e d  
t o  answer (pg. 1 0 7 ) .  However, HENDERSON d i d  n o t  ask him 
why he  d i d  n o t  have a comment (pg.  3 3 ) .  HENDERSON merely 
s t a t e d  t h a t  we were i n  Vietnam t o  p r o t e c t  t h e  people  from 
Communism and l e f t  (pg. 3 3 ) .  BUCHANON d i d  n o t  s e e  HENDERSON 
t a l k  t o  anyone e l s e  (pg.  9 4 ) .  

b.  BUCHANON l e a r n s  o f  an i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  

BUCHANON f i r s t  hea rd  o f  an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  from 
L ieu tenan t  JENSEN, t h e  mor t a r  p l a t o o n  l e a d e r  (pg. 3 4 ) .  
Although JENSEN d i d  n o t  s t a t e  t h e  r ea son  f o r  t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  
BUCHANON assumed it was due t o  c i v i l i a n s  who had been k i l l e d  
i n  My La i  (pg. 34) . 
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A. This  one? 

Q .  Yes. 

A. S i r ,  from t h a t  p o i n t  I c a n ' t  say where we went. 
I n  f a c t ,  I d o n ' t  remember. I t r i e d  t o  th ink .  I do know w e  
l e f t  t h i s  a r e a  and we p a t r o l l e d  t h i s  a rea  o u t  here  ( i n d i c a t i n g ) ,  
and we married-up with one of t h e  elements--one of t h e  
s i s t e r  elements. I b e l i e v e  it was Bravo Company, because 
I know Captain MEDINA and Captain MICHLES, I b e l i e v e  it 
was, were t a l k i n g .  A t  t h a t  time s e v e r a l  Vietnamese 
c i v i l i a n s  was p a r t i c i p a t i n g  i n  t h i s  operation--were pre-
s e n t ,  and we remained t h e r e  over n i g h t ,  I know t h a t .  

Q. But you d i d n ' t  go back t o  My Lai  ( 4 ) ?  

A. No, s ir .  

Q Thank you, Sergeant BUCHANON. 

MR WEST: You mentioned see ing  Vietnamese c i v i l i a n s  l a t e r  
i n  t h e  day. Were t h e s e  members of t h e  Nat ional  Po l i ce?  

A .  Yes, s ir .  They were car ry ing  f i r ea rms .  

Q. Did you s e e  them i n t e r r o g a t e  VC suspec t s?  

A. No, s i r ,  I d i d  n o t  s e e  them in te r roga te - -

Q • ( In te rpos ing)  We 've had cons iderable  evidence 
t h a t  they d id  ques t ion  some suspec t s  and t h a t  they  k i l l e d  
a t  l e a s t  two of them. Do you know anything about  t h i s ?  

A. I heard about it, s i r .  I heard men t a l k i n g  about  
it, b u t  he re  again ,  I d i d  n o t  phys ica l ly  s e e  it myself. 

Q We a l s o  received evidence t h a t  one p la toon of 
B/4 /3  moved down along t h e  c o a s t  i n t o  one o r  more l i t t l e  
hamlets and may have been involved i n  t h e  k i l l i n g  of c i v i l i a n s  
i n  one of those  hamlets.  Did you ever  hear anything of t h a t ?  

A. N o ,  sir .  This  i s  t h e  f i r s t  t ime I ever  heard of 
t h a t .  
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Q- Did you t h i n k  t h e r e  was any reason f o r  an inves-
t i g a t i o n ?  

A. Not r e a l l y ,  sir. 

Q Afte r  you had gone through My Lai  ( 4 )  you went up 
t o  a graveyard where you laagered i n  overnight?  

A. Yes, s i r .  

Q E i t h e r  t h a t  evening o r  a t  a l a t e r  t ime t h e r e  were 
some National  Po l i ce  who had a t  l e a s t  t h r e e  Vietnamese i n  cus-
tody. Captain MEDINA was t h e r e  and a t  l e a s t  one o t h e r  o f f i c e r ,  
probably,  and a number of men from C Company. Do you r e c a l l  
see ing  any of t h e s e  Vietnamese on t h e  opera t ion  e i t h e r  dur ing  
t h e  t ime you went t o  My Lai  o r  l a t e r ?  

A .  I d i d n l t - - I  saw t h e  men, yes ,  sir. I saw t h e  
Nat ional  Po l i ce  with the--I th ink  they  were wi th  t h e  head-
q u a r t e r s ,  yes ,  s i r .  

Q. Do you know i f  they came i n  t h e  a s s a u l t  landing o r  
i f  they  joined t h e  company l a t e r  i n  t h e  day? 

A. I d o n ' t  know how they g o t  t h e r e ,  s i r .  I d o n ' t  re-
c a l i  see ing  them t h e  n i g h t  be fo re ,  b u t  I do know they  were 
p r e s e n t  f o r  t h e  opera t ion ,  and I do know they were up near 
t h e  graveyard wi th  us ,  b u t  now where they came from, I c a n ' t  
say. 

Q Do you know i f  they were on t h e  west s i d e  of My 
L a i  wi th  you i n  t h e  morning? 

A.  They weren ' t  on our s i d e ,  no, sir. They were wi th  
t h e  command group. 

Q But they  were i n  My Lai?  

A. To t h e  b e s t  of my knowledge, they were, sir.  

Q.. Did ybu ever  s e e  any of t h e  Nat ional  P o l i c e  k i l l  
one o r  more of t h e i r  p r i s o n e r s  a t  a t ime when Captain MEDINA 
o r  some o t h e r  o f f i c e r  was p resen t?  

A. No, sir.  
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Q Did you s e e  them k i l l  any a t  any o t h e r  time? 

A .  NO, s i r .  

Q Did you s e e  any South Vietnamese Nat ional  Pol ice-
men o r  an American o f f i c e r  c u t  t h e  f i n g e r  o f f  of any p r i soner?  

A. No, s i r .  The reason f o r  t h a t  i s  i f  t h i s  was done 
I - - I ' m  no t  saying  it was--if it would have been up i n  t h e  head-
q u a r t e r s  there- -usual ly  when we g e t  i n t o  an a r e a  each p la toon 
has a  l i t t l e  sector--a  fence and t h a t ' s  where I would s t a y  
a l l  t h e  time. Unless I was c a l l e d  t o  go back t h e r e  f o r  s-ome-
th ing ,  I never went near  t h e  CP.  

Q. Some o t h e r  people a r e  going t o  ask you some ques-
t i o n s  l a t e r .  Now do you have anything t o  add o r  anything you 
can th ink  of t h a t  might he lp  u s  about which we have no t  asked 
you? I have i n  mind n o t  only  f a c t s  o r  th ings  you saw o r  th ings  
you heard,  b u t  any impressions o r  f e e l i n g s ,  observa t ions  o r  
opinions you might have on t h i s  whole opera t ion?  

A. No, s i r ,  I d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  I have. 

COL MILLER: That w i l l  conclude t h i s  p o r t i o n  of t h e  hear ing .  
We w i l l  now r e c e s s .  

(The hear ing  recessed a t  1154-hours ,  8 January 
1970.) 

(The hea r ing  reconvened a t  1158 hours ,  
8 January 1 97 0 .  ) 

LTC MAHAFFEY: The hear ing  w i l l  come t o  o rde r .  

RCDR : The fol lowing named persons a r e  p resen t :  LTC 
MAHAFFEY, MAJ ZYCHOWSKI,  and MAJ COOP. 

LTC MAHAFFEY z Sergeant BUCHANON, I would l i k e  t o  go back f o r  
j u s t  a moment, and again  I may be repea t ing  ques t ions  which 
were addressed t o  you e a r l i e r .  I would l i k e  t o  go back t o  
t h e  af te rnoon of 15 March, t o  t h e  b r i e f i n g  t h a t  took p lace  a t  
L Z  Dottie, f i r s t  by Capta in  MEDINA. Was t h e r e  subsequent t o  
t h e  meeting where Captain MEDINA c a l l e d  t h e  e n t i r e  company o r  
most of t h e  company t o g e t h e r  t o  g ive  them t h e i r  b r i e f i n g ,  was 
t h e r e  a t  any t ime p r i o r  t o  your l i f t  o f f  t h e  fol lowing morning 
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A. There was a  Lieutenant  Colonel William GRUBAUGH who 
was a Marine assi'gned t o  JUSPAO t o  t h e  information o f f i c e .  H e  
had been named A s s i s t a n t  PSA f o r  Revolutionary Development. 
H e  was, I guess ,  t h e  ranking o f f i c e r  t h e r e .  A M r .  DILLERY who 
was t h e  head of t h e  New L i f e  Development Sect ion  had a l s o  been 
t h e r e  before .  They were t h e  ones t h a t  met me and kind of b r i e f e d  
me and k ind  of c a r r i e d  me through t h e  i n i t i a l  s t a g e s .  There I s  

a l s o  a Lieutenant  Colonei John GREEN who was t h e  h i g h e s t  ranking 
Army o f f i c e r  more as  an execut ive  o f f i c e r ,  I t h i n k .  

Q W e  have had i n d i c a t i o n s  t h a t  r e l a t i o n s  between your 
predecessor  and t h e  province ch ie f  were no t  p a r t i c u l a r l y  c o r d i a l .  
I t  requ i red  a l i t t l e  time t o  develop a c l o s e r  working r e l a t i o n  
between t h e  s e n i o r  advisor  and t h e  province c h i e f .  Would you 
confirm t h a t ?  

A. Yes, s i r .  Are you i n t e r e s t e d  i n  what t h e  r e l a t i o n  
was from my s t andpo in t  between M r .  MAY and--

Q- ( In te rpos ing)  We would apprec ia te  hea r ing  t h a t  and 
what you d i d  t o  e s t a b l i s h  t h e  r e l a t i o n  and what k ind  of r e l a t i o n  
you f e l t  you achieved. I f  you could pu t  t h i s  i n t o  some time 
sequence f o r  us because t h e r e  a r e  c e r t a i n  events  t h a t  extend 
i n t o  t h i s  pe r iod  while  you were t h e r e  t h a t  we a r e  anxious t o  
i n q u i r e  about. By way of background it would be h e l p f u l  t o  have 
an i n s i g h t  i n t o  your r e l a t i o n  with Colonel K H I E N .  

A. Well, I th ink  a l l  t h i s  i s  secondhand and s i n c e  I 
a r r i v e d  a f t e r  M r .  MAY l e f t - - I  have t h e  impression t h a t  he was 
very c lose  t o  t h e  former province ch ie f  who was a c i v i l i a n  doc-
t o r  B U I  WONG (phonet ic )  and Doctor WONG l e f t  i n  p r e t t y  unusual 
circumstances i n  October 1967. Colonel K H I E N  came i n .  I g e t  
t h e  impression t h a t  t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  was no t  c l o s e  from t h e  
s t a r t .  A l l  t h a t  Colonel K H I E N  e v e r  s a i d  t o  me was t h a t  M r .  MAY 
was very a r b i t r a i r e ,  very a r b i t r a r y .  I understood t h i s  t o  mean 
t h a t  he perhaps d i d  no t  use enought t a c t  and was q u i t e  s t r o n g  i n  
h i s  opinions of what should be done and what should not  be done. 
I would c e r t a i n l y  confirm t h a t  i n  t h e  pe r iod  from October 1967 
u n t i l  I got  t h e r e  t h e r e  was some s t r a i n  between t h e  province 
c h i e f  and M r .  MAY. I th ink  t h a t  t h i s  was perhaps accentuated 
by t h e  Tet  a t t ack- - th i s  i s  secondhand on my part--when Colonel 
K H I E N  f e l t  t h a t  he should be g e t t i n g  a d d i t i o n a l  suppor t  from 
U.S.  f o r c e s .  Colonel G U I N N  f e l t  t h a t  Colonel K H I E N  should be 
g e t t i n g  o u t  t h e r e  more with Vietnamese f o r c e s .  There was perhaps 
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A. Okay, s ir .  They worked f o r  t h e  JUSPAO o f f i c e ,  U.S. 
o f f i c e ,  under  an arrangement which had been made b e f o r e  I g o t  
t h e r e  and which I t h i n k  w a s  perhaps  unique. I don ' t  t h i n k  t h i s  
happened i n  eve ry  prov ince .  The RD Cadre program had agreed  t o  
r e l e a s e  f i v e  young men who were p a i d  by t h e  RD program, and who 
worked i n  t h i s  c a p a c i t y  o f  r e a l l y  s o r t  of i n t e r v i e w e r s  and 
op in ion  t a k e r s .  

Q How d i d  t h i s  d i f f e r  from t h e  census  g r i evance  oper-
a t i o n ?  

A. W e l l ,  t h e  census  g r i evance  was a whole program of 
a t t empt ing  t o  g e t  somebody i n  each hamlet  and r e a l l y  r e p o r t i n g  
back t o  a Census Grievance Committee a t  p rov ince .  Although it 
was f i nanced  by t h e  Uni ted S t a t e s  it was a Vietnamese program, 
p a r t  of t h e  whole RD r e v o l u t i o n a r y  development o r g a n i z a t i o n  on 
t h e  Vietnamese s i d e .  Th i s  p a r t i c u l a r  program t h a t  I ' m  r e f e r r i n g  
t o ,  as f a r  a s  I know, was t h e  United S t a t e s  program. I t  was 
probably because M r .  MAY o r  someone thought  it would be  a good 
i d e a  t o  g e t  t h e s e  soundings .  T h a t ' s  t h e  way it sounds t o  me. 
I t  was n o t  p a r t  of a n a t i o n a l  program. I t  was n o t  p a r t  o f  a 
Vietnamese program. 

Q What member of your  team admin i s t e r ed  t h i s  program? 

A. Well ,  I t h i n k  t h a t  t hey  were p a i d  by Don K E A T I N G ' s  
group of  t h e  RD Cadre group.  It  was Colonel  GRUBAUGH and Ser -
geant  CARTER, Se rgean t  C .  C .  CARTER, t o  whom they  r e p o r t e d .  I 
went ove r  and was ve ry  much i n t e r e s t e d  i n  t h e  program. I went 
ove r  and t a l k e d  t o  them a t  l e n g t h  s e v e r a l  t imes  and found t h a t  
they  were s u r p r i s i n g l y  b r i g h t ,  p e r c e p t i v e ,  r e l a t i v e l y  p e r c e p t i v e ,  
compared t o  what I was expec t ing  i n  a young Vietnamese. They 
were r e g u l a r l y  d i v i d i n g  up t h e  prov ince ,  going o u t  i n  t h e i r  re-
s p e c t i v e  a r e a s ,  and do ing  r e s e a r c h  on psycho log ica l  e f f e c t s .  
This  v a r i e d  from r e a c t i o n  of  t h e  people  t o  o u r  own programs, 
t o  what t hey  s a i d  about  American t r o o p s ,  and s o  on.  

Q Do you r e c a l l  t h e  a r e a  i n  which t h e y  ope ra t ed?  

A. They o p e r a t e d  i n  a l l  t h e  d i s t r i c t s .  I t  was k ind  of  
a h i t  o r  m i s s  t h i n g  b u t  I ' m  s u r e  t hey  were i n  Son Tinh ,  Binh 
Son, Duc Pho, Mo Duc, t h e  lowland d i s t r i c t s .  
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Q Would they  be i n  VC dominated. , a r e a . o f  t h e  d i s t r i c t s ?  

A. I doubt it. I doubt i t  very  much. I th ink  t h a t  
l i k e  eve ry th ing  else t h e r e  i s  t h i s  d i v i d i n g  l i n e  which v a r i e s .  
I ' m  s u r e  they  checked ~ 2 r yc a r e f u l l y  be fo re  they  went o u t ,  and 
d i d n ' t  wander i n t o  VC a r e a s .  They'd c e r t a i n l y  be i n  danger i f  
they  d i d .  

. -

Q hey e s s e n t i a l l y  would be o p e r a t i n g  i n  t h e  secured  
a r e a s ,  b u t  speaking wi th  those  t h a t  t hey  could encounter  i n  
t h e  secured  a r e a s ?  

A.  Yes, s ir .  The t h i n g  t h a t  I wanted t o  change o r  i m -
prove i n  t h e  program was t h a t  they very seldom gave s p e c i f i c  
sources .  They would s a y ,  "People say  t h a t  t h e  program i s  going 
w e l l  o r  people  say  t h a t  t h e  b lack  market i s  o u t  of  hand o r  t h e  
people  say  t h a t  t h e  Americans a r e  i n  t h e  b lack  market."  I t r i e d  
t o  g e t  them t o  be s p e c i f i c ,  n o t  i n  t e r m s  of  i n d i v i d u a l s  b u t  what 
people ,  young people ,  o l d  people ,  s o  on. They became more spe-
c i f i c .  They w e r e  somewhat respons ive .  I g o t  t h e  impression 
t h a t  it was a program t h a t  w a s n ' t  t o o  c l o s e l y  d i r e c t e d  i n  some 
cases .  The danger with  a program l i k e  t h i s  i s  t h a t  t h e  i n t e r -
viewer w i l l  j u s t  go o u t  and go home f o r  a few days ,  and then  
come back i n  and w r i t e  a l i t t l e  paragraph based on h i s  impres-
s i o n s  o r  conversa t ions  wi thout  much s c i e n t i f i c  o r  comprehensive 
q u a l i t y  about it. 

Q W e l l ,  through t h i s  channel ,  do you e v e r  r e c a l l  g e t -
t i n g  any informat ion  about something unusual t h a t  had occurred  
o u t  i n  t h e  Son My Vi l l age  a r e a  i n  -March o f  1968? 

A. No, sir.  W e  s e n t  t h e  weekly r e p o r t s  t o  t h e  JUSPAO 
o f f i c e  i n  Danang, t h e  gist  of ou r  f i n d i n g s .  I would imagine 
t h a t  t hey  ' re  a v a i l a b l e .  I S  _ 

Q These r e p o r t s  were s e n t  t o  Danang on a weekly b a s i s ?  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  I t  was c a l l e d  weekly p u b l i c  opinion round-
up o r  something l i k e  t h a t ,  p r o v i n c i a l  p u b l i c  op in ion .  I t h i n k  
of  them i n  t h i s  c o n t e x t  i n  t h a t  they  were a k ind  of a hodgepodge 
of complaints  and cla ims and a l l e g a t i o n s .  I t  was very  d i f f i c u l t  
t o ,determine t h e  v a l i d i t y  of any of them. They d i d  n o t  have t h e  
impact 'of an i n c i d e n t  t h a t  w e  knew o f  o r  t h a t  we had some 
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d. Cons ide ra t ion  f o r  noncombatants. 

CALHOUN d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  a problem w i t h  t h e  VC 
mingl ing w i t h  t h e  c i v i l i a n , p o p u l a c e  i n  evading a l l i e d  
f o r c e s ,  n o r  d i d  he  r e c a l l  d i s c u s s i o n s  subsequent  t o  t h o s e  
o p e r a t i o n s  r e g a r d i n g  t h i s  problem (pgs.  129,  131) . 
I n i t i a l l y ,  t h e  w i t n e s s  could  n o t  r e c a l l  i f  r e l o c a t i o n  of 
t h e  c i v i l i a n s  had been an o p e r a t i o n a l  o b j e c t i v e  (pg .128) .  
L a t e r ,  however, h e  s t a t e d  t h a t  he  and BARKER had d i s c u s s e d  
t h e  d e s i r a b i l i t y  o f  r e l o c a t i n g  t h e  i n h a b i t a n t s ,  b u t  a f t e r  
checking w i t h  ARVN o f f i c i a l s  t hey  were advised  t h a t  t h e r e  
were n o t  a v a i l a b l e  f a c i l i t i e s  i n  t h e  r e fugee  c e n t e r s  t o  
accommodate t h e  c i v i l i a n  populace (pg.  1 3 2 ) .  The w i t n e s s  
d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  any mention be ing  made a t  t h e  15 March 
b r i e f i n g  whereby i t  was s t a t e d  t h a t  by 0700 most,  i f  n o t  
a l l ,  of  t h e  i n h a b i t a n t s  would be  o u t  o f  t h e  v i l l a g e  on t h e i r  
way t o  market  (pg.  134) . H e  agreed  t h a t  t h i s  would n o t  be  
a v a l i d  assumption (pg. 1 3 5 ) .  H e  had no i d e a  o f  t h e  
number o f  people  i n  My Lai  ( 4 ) .  He e s t i m a t e d  it t o  b e ,  
perhaps ,  LOO i n h a b i t a n t s  (pg. 156) . No one checked wi th  
Son Tinh d i s t r i c t  headqua r t e r s  t o  de te rmine  t h e  c i v i l i a n  
popu la t ion  (pgs .  159,  1 6 0 ) .  Other  t han  normal medical  
p rocedures ,  no s p e c i a l  p r e c a u t i o n s  were t aken  r ega rd ing  
any c i v i l i a n s  kho could  have been i n j u r e d  by t h e  a r t i l l e r y  
p r e p a r a t i o n  {pcjs. 152, 153) . 
2. CALHOUN'S ACTIONS AT LZ DOTTIE ON 16 MARCH 1968. 

a. Radio t r ansmis s ions  a t  t h e  TOC. 

The w i t n e s s ,  Master  Se rgean t  JOHNSON, and Se rgean t  
STEPHENS moni tored t h e  r a d i o s  i n  t h e  TOC du r ing  t h e  morning 
o f  1 6  March. CALHOUN was p r i m a r i l y  moni tor ing  t h e  t a s k  
f o r c e  n e t .  H e  a l s o  monitored t h e  t a s k  f o r c e  a i r -ground 
n e t  and t h e  b r i g a d e  n e t  (pg. 1 6 1 ) .  He d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  i f  
t h e i r  s i g n a l  o f f i c e r ,  ~ i e u t e n a n tWATKINS, accompanied 
BARKER t h a t  morning (pg. 1 6 1 ) .  CALHOUN d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  t h e  
fo l lowing  t r a n s m i s s i o n  ove r  the t a s k  f o r c e  n e t  a t  about  
0900  from Colonel  HENDERSON t o  BARKER: "I don1t want any 
unnecessary k i l l i n g  down t h e r e . "  A f t e r  r e c e i p t  of  t h e  above 
t r a n s m i s s i o n ,  h e  did.  not r e c a l l  BARKER c a l l i n g  t h e  company 
commanders and a d v i s i n g  them o f  t h e  r e p o r t  from HENDERSON 
(pg. 188) . On be ing  r ead  K O T O U C ' s  t e s t imony ,  CALHOUN r e -
c a l l e d  ove rhea r ing  a  t r ansmis s ion  from a  h e l i c o p t e r  p i l o t  
t h a t  a s o l d i e r  w i t h  a  machinegun w a s  shoo t ing  a t  someone 
wi thou t  a  weapon who was evading and t h a t  he  i n  t u r n  ordered  
t h e  ground commanders, " L e t ' s  n o t  be  k i l l i n g  any c i v i l i a n s  
o u t  t h e r e .  Make s u r e  w e  a r e  n o t  shoo t ing  anyone t h a t  i s  
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A .  No, sir.  

I0 : Is t h i s  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  when ARVN had accompanied 
you, and you had some problem wi th  ARVN1s n o t  f i l l i n g  t h e  
gap,  wi th  VC e scap ing  a f t e r  you thought  you had them i n  t h e  
bag? 

A. y e s ,  sir. 

MR WALSH: On t h a t  o p e r a t i o n  t h e  g e n e r a l  j u s t  r e f e r r e d  t o ,  
was t h e r e  a problem wi th  t h e  VC mingl ing wi th  t h e  c i v i l  
populace,  t r y i n g  t o  g e t  o u t  of t h e  a r e a ?  

A. S i r ,  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  any mention o f  it a t  t h a t  
t i m e .  

Q Do you r e c a l l  any subsequent  d i s c u s s i o n  of t h a t  
w i t h  Colonel  BARKER? 

A. No, s ir .  

COL FRANKLIN: We've had an i n t e l l i g e f i c e  p i c t u r e  p a i n t e d  f o r  
us of a  very s t r o n g  enemy, dug i n ,  wi th  f o r t i f i e d  p o s i t i o n s  
i n  My Lai ( 4 ) .  You've had two f i g h t s  t h e r e .  You ' re  t h e  S3. 
Why d i d n ' t  you c a l l  f o r  TAC a i r ?  I f  you b e l i e v e d  t h e  in -
t e l l i g e n c e ,  why d i d n ' t  you p l an  f o r  TAC a i r ?  

A. S i r ,  I c a n ' t  g ive  you a reason.  W e  j u s t  d i d  n o t  
employ TAC a i r  on t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  o p e r a t i o n .  W e  had t h e  
FAC t h e r e .  I f  w e  needed it, we would have c a l l e d  f o r  it a t  
t h a t  t i m e ,  s i r .  

Q But no preplanned miss ions?  

A. NO, s i r .  

MR WEST: Did I unders tand  you t o  say t h a t  Colonel  BARKER 
planned t h e  o p e r a t i o n ?  Se rgean t  JOHNSON t o l d  us t h a t  you 
planned it. 

A. S i r ,  if I might ask you t o  be  a l i t t l e  more spe-
cific oil t h a t ,  what do you mean by planning. Was it a l l  my 
i d e a s  o r  w a s  it Colonel  BARKER'S? 
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Q. I didn" t mean by t h a t  t h a t  you conceived it. Ser-
geant  JOHNSON'S i n d i c a t i o n  t o  us was t h a t  you r e a l l y  planned 
it. You were t h e  p lanner ,  you were t h e  S3.  

A .  Y e s ,  s i r ,  I was t h e  p lanner ,  based on t h e  concept 
t h a t  t h e  commander gave me about how he wanted t h e  opera t ion  
done. I n  o t h e r  words, I made t h e  o u t l i n e s  on t h e  map, ten-
t a t i v e  landing zones, and s o  f o r t h ,  s ir .-
Q Plans f o r  t h e  u n i t s  t o  be employed? 

A.  Yes, sir. 

Q How they  were t o  be employed i n  t h e  a r e a  and s o  
f o r t h ?  

A. Yes, s ir .  Of course,  t h i s  was a l l  approved by 
Colonel BARKER. 

Q Now i s n ' t  it a f a c t  t h a t  you t r i e d  t o  arrange with 
. t h e  ARVN and GVN a u t h o r i t i e s  f o r  r e l o c a t i o n  of t h e  inhabi-

t a n t s  i n  t h i s  a r e a  of opera t ion ,  t h i s  AO, and they  t o l d  you 
they  d i d n ' t  have any p lace  t o  pu t  them, refugee c e n t e r s  were 
a11 f u l l ?  

A .  You mean t h i s  opera t ion  on t h e  16th? 

Q Right.  

A. S i r ,  I c a n ' t  r e c a l l  t h e  s p e c i f i c s ,  b u t  it seems t o  
me t h a t  t h i s  was d iscussed  between Colonel BARKER and I ,  t h a t  
it would be t h e  b e s t  t o  move t h e s e  o u t .  I seem t o  r e c a l l  t h a t  
t h e  reason was t h a t  we d id  not  have any room i n  t h e  refugee 
c e n t e r s .  

Q. I am a f r a i d  I d o n t t  understand what you j u s t  s a i d .  
I f  I understand you, you s a i d  t h a t  you d iscussed  wi th  Colonel 
BARKER moving t h e s e  c i v i l i a n s  out  of t h e  A0 a r e a ,  because 
t h e r e  was no room i n  t h e  refugee c e n t e r s .  I d o n p t  under-
s tand.  

A. I ' m  s o r r y ,  s i r ,  I d i d n ' t  mean t h a t .  I s a i d  I 
t h i n k  t h i s  was d iscussed  between Colonel BARKER and I ,  and I 
th ink  he checked wi th  t h e  ARVN o f f i c i a l s  and found out  t h a t  
they  had no room t o  move t h e s e  c i v i l i a n s  t o .  
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CARTER and h i s  p l a toon  w e r e  i s s u e d  t h e  MACV c a r d  
"Nine Rules".  However, he was n o t  f a m i l i a r  with. MACV 
ca rds  "Enemy i n  Your Hands" o r  "Guide f o r  Commanders". 

2 .  PREOPERATAIONAL PLANS AND BRIEFINGS. 

CARTER w a s  h o s p i t a l i z e d  wi th  an i n j u r e d  back p r i o r  t o  
and du r ing  t h e  My L a i  o p e r a t i o n  (pgs.  2 ,  3). On r e t u r n i n g  he 
became t h e  2d p l a toon  l e a d e r ,  B/4/3. P r i o r  t o  an o p e r a t i o n ;  
MICHLES b r i e f e d  h i s  p l a toon  l e a d e r s  (pg. 5 )  . 
3. WAR CRIMES. 

a. ROK marines .  

CARTER t o l d  o f  l e a r n i n g  from a  Vietnamese v i l l a g e  
c h i e f  about  a ROK marine u n i t  w i t h  an o f f i c e r  i n  charge 
t h a t  rounded up 19 Vietnamese o f  Nhan Hoa (1). They were 
made t o  d i g  t h e i r  g raves  and s y s t e m a t i c a l l y  s h o t  as a 
r e p r i s a l  f o r  s n i p e r  f i r e  coming from t h e  pe r iphe ry  o f  t h e  
v i l l a g e .  CARTER p laced  a g r e a t  d e a l  o f  credence i n  t h e  
s t o r y  because t h e  o l d  man appeared t o  e x p r e s s  t r u e  and deep 
sorrow f o r  t h e  dea ths  (pgs .  22-25). 

b .  A t r o c i t i e s  committed by B/4/3. 

The w i t n e s s  r e c a l l e d  no d i s c u s s i o n s  i n  B/4/3 a f t e r  
h i s  r e t u r n  t o  du ty  r ega rd ing  t h e  38 k i l l s  c r e d i t e d  t o  them 
on 16 March (pgs .  28,  29) . H e  d i d  n o t  h e a r  any rumors 
concerning t h e  o p e r a t i o n s  which B/4/3 o r  C/1 /20  conducted 
from 16 t o  19 March 1 9 6 8 (pgs .  26, 27) . However, CARTER 
d i d  h e a r  rumors t h a t  1st P la toon ,  B/4/3 i n  e a r l y  February 
1968 had k i l l e d  c i v i l i a n s  u n n e c e s s a r i l y  as a r e p r i s a l  f o r  
t h e i r  own c a s u a l t i e s  (pgs .  33-36) . 
4 .  INQUIRIES CONCERNING THE ASSAULT. 

CARTER had no knowledge of  an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  o r  an 
i n q u i r y  be ing  conducted r e g a r d i n g  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  o f  16 March 
1968 o r  o f  a f i e l d  grade  o f f i c e r  i n t e r r o g a t i n g  i n d i v i d u a l s  
concerning t h e  o p e r a t i o n  (pg.  32) . 
5. OTHER INFORMATION. 

a. CARTER l o s t  h i s  a r m  as a r e s u l t  o f  h o s t i l e  a c t i o n  
on 19 J u l y  1968 (pg. 2 ) .  

b.  MILUS w a s  d e s c r i b e d  as "big,  ugly., and mean" 
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Q - One time? 

A. One t i m e .  

Q Now, was this a cornbat a s s a u l t  o r  j u s t  t r anspor -
t a t i o n ?  

A.  This  was a combat a s s a u l t .  

Q This i s  the one t h a t  you w i l l  desc r ibe  t o  Colonel 
NOLL on t h e  map a f t e r  we f i n i s h .  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

, Q And were you t o l d  on t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  opera t ion  t o  
burn any v i l l a g e s ?  

A .  Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q Let  me backtrack.  Was t h i s  t h e  same opera t ion  t h a t  
you descr ibed  where you burned t h e  v i l l a g e s ?  We're t a l k i n g  
about the  same opera t ion?  

A. Yes, sir. 

Q Was t h e r e  anything s a i d  about t h e  d i s p o s i t i o n  o f  
p r i soners  o r  noncombatants o t h e r  than normal procedures? 

A .  Other than normal opera t ions ,  no,  s i r .  A s  a ma t t e r  
of f a c t ,  Captain MICHLES i n s i s t e d  t h a t  we d o n ' t  shpot  any 
innocent  c i v i l i a n s .  And t h e r e  were some rumors f l o a t i n g  around 
p r i o r  t o  t h a t  time--there were rumors about eve ry th ing  e lse- -
he  made it very c l e a r  t h a t  we w e r e n ' t  t o  shoot  any innocent  
c i v i l i a n s .  

MR WALSH: What about those  rumors? What can you t e l l ' m e  
about those  rumors? 

A.  I heard s o  many rumors while  I w a s  ove r  t h e r e  i n  
Vietnam and payed- so  l i t t l e  a t t e n t i o n  t o  them t h a t  I can 
t e l l  you j u s t  about nothing.  The most accura te  t h i n g  I can 
say i s  t h a t  I heard rumors of innocent  people be ing  k i l l e d  
somewhere, e i t h e r  i n  t h e  neighboring A0 o r  our  AO. I heard 
rumors about t h e  ARVN's  wiping o u t  v i l l a g e s .  I heard  rumors 
about t h e  R O K ' s .  I f  you want another  scandal  t o  t ake  o f f  
your hands, I ' v e  got  t h e  g r i d  coordina tes .  The p la toon ser-
geant  saw t h e  graves.  1 t a l k e d  t o  t h e  o l d  man i n  t h e  v i l l a g e .  
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The Republic of Korean Marines took ou t  a r e p r i s a l  on a v i l l a g e ,  
Nhan Hoa, which w a s  i n  this a r e a  i n  February 1967. 

MR. WALSH: I t h i n k  w e  do want those  coordina tes .  

A.  I don' t h a v ~those with me, unfo r tuna te ly ,  b u t  I 
w i l l  send them t o  you as  soon as I g e t  home. I can t e l l  you 
t h e  s t o r y  except  f o r  t h e  coordina tes .  I can p o i n t  on these  
maps t o  where it w a s  and what happened. This is  no VC propa-
ganda, because t h e  o l d  man s a t  t h e r e  wi th  an i n t e r p r e t e r  and 
t o l d  me t h e  s t o r y  wi th  t e a r s  i n  h i s  eyes.  

COL WILSON: Okay, l e t ' s  have t h a t  s t o r y .  ' 

A. (Refer r ing  t o  MAP-4) Okay, t h i s  v i l l a g e  r i g h t  he re  
i n  g r i d  square  6984. Coordinate 693845. From what I 
understand from the  v i l l a g e  chief  as  I t a l k e d  t o  him, a 
ROK Marine u n i t  had moved i n  and set  up a per imeter  on a f i r e  
base,  somewhere i n  t h e  genera l  v i c i n i t y  a t  t h e  t o p  of t h i s  
h i l l ,  r e f e r r e d  t o  a s  Monastery H i l l .  

Q - On the  map it shows it i s  H i l l  1 4 4 .  Grid 866866. 

A. One of t h e  ROK u n i t s ,  I d o n ' t  know what s t r e n g t h ,  
b u t  it was l a r g e  enough t o  have an o f f i c e r  wi th  i t ,  moved o f f  
t h i s  h i l l .  I don' t know whether it was this way o r  t h i s  way 
( i n d i c a t i n g ) .  I ' m  n o t  a t  a l l  c e r t a i n .  I d i d n ' t  t ake  any 
notes  down on Llat. They moved i n  'he genera l  v i c i n i t y  of 
t h i s  v i l l a g e .  They were about 200 meters away from it. 

Q. NOW, l e t ' s  g e t  a d e s c r i p t i o n  .of where you pointed 
t o  here .  

A. Right here .  - This is  200 meters north of t h e  v i l l a g e .  

Q - Now, t h e  v i l l a g e  t h a t  you a r e  r e f e r r i n g  t o  i s  what? 

A. Nhan Hoa (1) as marked on t h i s  map. Somewhere nor th  
of h e r e  they took some s n i p e r  fire--from somewhere nea r  t h i s  
woodline. ( I n d i c a t i n g )  A s  you can see ,  t h a t ' s  a t  long way from 
which s n i p e r  f i r e  t o  shoot.  

Q- The s n i p e r  f i r e  came from a woodline d i r e c t l y  e a s t  
of 'Nhan Hoa (1). 
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A. They took some s n i p e r  f i r e  from t h e r e .  Nobody i n  
t h e  ROK u n i t  w a s  h u r t .  They came i n t o  Nhan Hoa down h e r e ,  
where t h e s e  l i t t l e  r e d  d o t s  a r e ,  and took o u t  a bunch o f  
people ,  36 t o t a l .  And a s  t h e  o l d  man d e s c r i b e s  them, a couple  
of them h i s  daugh te r s ;  a l o t  o f  women and c h i l d r e n .  Nineteen 
of them w e r e  c h i l d r e n ,  a s  he  desc r ibed  them. T h i r t y - s i x  
people ,  and took them t o  a l o c a t i o n - - e s s e n t i a l l y  h a l f  t h e  
vi l lage-- took them t o  a l o c a t i o n  around t h i s  g e n e r a l  v i c i n -
i t y .  

COL WILSON: On t h e  n o r t h  p a r t  of t h e  v i l l a g e .  

A. I have c o o r d i n a t e s ,  bo th  f o r  t h e  graves--and l i n e d  
them up and had them d i g  t h e i r  own g raves ,  and s y s t e m a t i c a l l y  
s h o t  each one i n  t h e  back of t h e  head. The o f f i c e r  d i d  it 
accord ing  t o  t h i s  gentlemen. 

Q You i n t e r r o g a t e d  t h i s  man? 

A .  Yes, sir.  Not a t  f i r s t .  My p l a toon  s e r g e a n t  went 
i n  and i n t e r r o g a t e d  him f i r s t ,  and my p l a toon  s e r g e a n t - - t h i s  
was w i t h  a d i f f e r e n t  u n i t .  Th is  was about  3 days b e f o r e  I 
was wounded. W e  had an i n t e r p r e t e r  and a l s o  two boys t h a t  
were w i th  my p l a t o o n .  He t a l k e d  t o  him ' f i r s t .  I had sea rched  
t h i s  v i l l a g e  fou r  o r  f i v e  t i m e s ,  and I knew t h a t  it w a s  a c l e a n  
v i l l a g e .  There wasn ' t anyth ing  be ing  hidden t h e r e ,  and I t o l d  
t h e  E n  t o  make a p r e p a r a t o r y  s e a r c h ,  and keep t h e  CO happy 
i n  ca se  he  should  f l y  by,  b u t  o the rwi se  d o n ' t  tear  t h i n g s  
up. Lid because t h e  way I handled it t h i s  o l d  man s t a r t e d  
t a l k i n g  t o  my p l a toon  s e r g e a n t  through t h e  i n t e r p r e t e r ,  t o l d  
him t h e  s t o r y .  My p l a toon  s e r g e a n t  went ove r  and checked t h e  
g r a v e s i t e ,  and I went ove r  and saw t h e  o l d  man, t h e  v i l l a g e  
c h i e f .  

Q The o l d  man w a s  t h e  v i l l a g e  c h i e f ?  

A .  The o l d  man w a s  the v i l l a g e  c h i e f .  

Q .Do you remember h i s  name? 

A. N o ,  s i r .  I don' t. But  I have it w r i t t e n  down on a 
p i e c e  of paper .  

Q. Now, when you ca l l  us back on t h o s e  o t h e r  m a t t e r s  
would you pas s  on t h a t  in format ion  t h a t  you have? You say  
you have h i s  name and what e l s e  on a p i e c e  o f  paper?  
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A. I have h i s  name, t h e  g r i d  coordina tes  o f  t h e  
v i l l a g e ,  the g r i d  coordina tes  of  t h e  graves .  I have t h e  
v i l l a g e  name and t h e  number of people k i l l e d ,  both  c h i l d r e n ,  
and some o t h e r  s ta t i st i c s .  

Q* It would be b e s t  i f  you would m a i l  t h a t  t o  us. 

A. I would l i k e  t o  keep t h e  o r i g i n a l  i f  I could. I ' l l  
make a p h o t o s t a t  of  it. 

Q- W e  could do t h a t  here .  Whatever you wish. I know 
we r e a l l y  d o n ' t  want those-- . 

( In terpos ing)  Sure. 

Q Let  m e  ask you, then ,  t o  mail  this, Give him what-
ever type  envelope he needs before  he  leaves .  

A .  This was i n  February of 1967 when t h i s  was supposed 
t o  have happened. 

Q. I n  February of 1967 I thought t h e  R O K ' s  had l e f t  
there. 

A. This  is t h e  information I had g o t  f r o m  t h e  o l d  
man, and this is t h e  information t h a t  I took down i n  my notes .  
I don ' t know who w a s  the re .  

RCDR: M r .  WALSH conferred with Colonel WILSON. 

COL WILSON: I 'rn s o r r y ,  you ' re  r i g h t .  

A .  Were t h e  ROK's  t h e r e  a t  t h a t  time? 

Q- Y e s  , they were, I b e l i e v e  they  w e r e .  

A. I b e l i e v e  t h i s  o l d  man. H e  s a t  t h e r e  and t o l d  it 
. t o  me with t e a r s  i n  h i s  eyes ,  and I d o n ' t  t h i n k  it was VC 

propaganda, because h e ,  l i l c e  everybody e l s e ,  was i n  t h a t  
a r e a  between t h e  c o a s t  and Highway 1, and he had t o  p lay  both 
s i d e s  a g a i n s t  tJie middle. 

MR WALSH: How about rumors about Task Force Barker u n i t s ?  
Fka t  d i d  you hear i n  t h a t  r e spec t?  L e t  me be more s p e c i f i c .  
When you go t  back from your i l l n e s s ,  d i d  you ever  hea r  any 
rumors about t h i s  opera t ion  t h a t  took p lace  between 16 and 
19 March? 
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v i l l a g e s  t h e r e  t h a t  were e s s e n t i a l l y  d e s o l a t e .  There were 
very few people l i v i n g  i n  them, and they  c o n s i s t e n t l y  s a i d  
t h a t  t h e  R O K ' s  had come i n  and wiped ou t  t h e  v i l l a g e .  I 
d o n ' t  know whether .to b e l i e v e  t h i s  o r  no t .  A f t e r  see ing  t h i s  
o l d  man t h a t  I mentioned b e f o r e ,  i t  was very e a s i l y  be l ieved.  

Q What do you th ink  about t h e  a l l e g e d  a t r o c i t i e s  a t  
My Lai  ( 4 )  w i t h  C Company? You've read t h e  newspapers. 

A. I read  t h e  newspapers. My pe r sona l  opinion? 

Q. Yes. 

A. My personal  opinion is t h a t  t h e r e  had t o  be some-
t h i n g  t h a t  took p lace  down t h e r e .  That it i s  n o t  a s  b i g  a s  
it has been blown up. I 've never seen a v i l l a g e  with 197 peo-
p l e .  I d o n ' t  e v e r  remember be ing  i n  My Lai ( 4 )  s p e c i f i c a l l y ,  . 
but  I d o n ' t  eve r  remember see ing  a v i l l a g e ,  except  poss ib ly  
along Highway 1. I never remember see ing  a v i l l a g e  with 197 
people,  and I be l i eve  i f  an i n c i d e n t  occurred down t h e r e ,  it 
was not  a t  a l l  on t h e  s c a l e  it was broadcas t .  

Q a  Did you read  i n  t h e  paper t h a t  t h e r e  was 197 people? 

A. I read  i n  the  paper t h a t  197 people were k i l l e d .  
I a l s o  read i n  the  paper t h a t  5 6 7  people were k i l l e d .  I read  
i n  t h e  paper 240 some people were k i l l e d .  You can read i-n t h e  
paper t h a t  t h e  l o c a l  cow jumped over  t h e  moon. 

Q - Yes, t h i s  i s  t h e  reason I asked. I know ycu have 
no f u r t h e r  knowledge on i t  o t h e r  t h a t  what you g e t  from t h e  
papers .  Do you b e l i e v e  such a t h i n g  could have. happened? 

A. I b e l i e v e  t h a t  under s t r e s s ,  c e r t a i n  th ings  might ' 

poss ib ly  happen. I believe--HITLER k i l l e d  Jews, . and t h a t  was 
much more organized and much more demented than t h i s .  I 
be l i eve  t h a t  i t .could have poss ib ly  happened. 

Q. Do you t h i n k  t h a t  anything l i k e  t h i s  happened as  
a normal procedure? 

A. No, I d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  t h i s  was normal procedure a t  
a l l .  I know it is  n o t  a normal procedure.  A t  l e a s t  i n  my 
company i t  was n o t  a normal procedure. 

Q. Do you th ink  anything l i k e  t h i s  could have happened
i n  B Company? 
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H e  d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  any burn ing  t h a t  day,  n o r  d i d  he remember 
a s c o u t  s h i p  accompanving t h e  gunsh ips  (pg. 4 5 ) .  H e  d i d  
n o t  r e c a l l  any e n g i n e e r s  o r  A i r  Force  pe r sonne l  b e i n g  
a t t a c h e d  f o r  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  (pg. 13 ) . 

' (2) Night l a a g e r  w i th  C/1/20. 

A t  about  1500 hours  B/4/3 l i n k e d  up w i t h  
C/1/20. C/1/20 had 15-20 Vietnamese m i l i t a r y  pe r sonne l  
i n c l u d i n g  t h r e e  o r  f o u r  Na t iona l  Policemen accompanying 
them (pgs.  33, 37, 38, 8 8 ) .  C Company a l s o  had some 
d e t a i n e e s  (pg. 37) . The w i t n e s s  d i d  n o t  s e e  t h e  Na t iona l  
P o l i c e  execu te  any o f  t h e  VC s u s p e c t s .  However, he h e a r d  
t h a t  t hey  had k i l l e d  more than  one o f  them (pgs .  39, 85) . 
H e  d i d  n o t  h e a r  any f i r i n g  i n s i d e  t h e i r  p e r i m e t e r  t h a t  n i g h t  
(pg. 43) .  The Vietnamese m i l i t a r y  pe r sonne l  s t a y e d  i n  t h e  
l a a g e r  p o s i t i o n  t h a t  n i g h t  (pg.  42) . MICHLES d i d  n o t  
appear  t o  be  angry  ove r  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e  s u s p e c t s  had been 
k i l l e d  (pg. 8 6 ) .  A t  t h e  l a a g e r  p o s i t i o n  t h e  w i t n e s s  d i d  
n o t  r e c a l l  h e a r i n g  o r  p a r t i c i p a t i n g  i n  any conve r sa t ions  
concerning c/1/201s o p e r a t i o n  t h a t  day. He d i d  n o t  h e a r  
t h a t  C/1/20 had conducted i t s e l f  i n  an unusual  manner 
that day (pg. 8 6 ) .  

b .  1 7  March. 

(I) Movement s o u t h .  

n e a r l y  
On t h e  morning o f  1 7  March, B/4/3 

t h e  same t r a i l .  t h a t  they  had come i n  on 
went o v e r
(w 521) 

(pg. 4 4 ) .  Once a g a i n  t h e  f i r s t  p l a toon  made c o n t a c t .  
The w i t n e s s  b e l i e v e d  t h a t  gunship s u p p o r t  was c a l l e d  i n  
(pg.  44) . They f i r e d  on a t a r g e t  sou th  o f  t h e  b r i d g e  
(pg. 46) . TAYLOR was wounded by a  mine, n o t  a  b o 0 b y t r . a ~ ~  
on t h e  e a s t  s i d e  o f  t h e  b r i d g e  (pgs .  47, 48) . CONGELTON 
opined t h a t  t h e  mines found on t h e  approach t o  t h e  b r i d g e  
t h a t  morning were p l aced  du r ing  t h e  p rev ious  n i g h t .  This  
was a l s o  t h e  op in ion  o f  t h e  members o f  B/4/3 (pgs .  48, 4 9 ) .  
A f t e r  t h e y  c ros sed  t h e  b r i d g e ,  a h e l i c o p t e r  landed about  
50 y a r d s  east o f  t h e  b r i d g e  where L ieu tenan t  LEWIS, 
COCHRAN1s replacement ,  and a  combat photographer  wearing 
a s o f t  cap  and a MACV p a t c h  jo ined  ~ / 4 / 3  (pgs . 1 4 ,  15 ,  49) . 
Although t h i s  photographer  appeared t o  f i t  t h e  d e s c r i p t i o n  
o f  HAEBERLE, t h e  w i t n e s s  c la imed it was n o t  h e  . (pgs .  1 4 ,  15 ) . 
H e  d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  t h e  photographer  c a r r y i n g  a camera (pg .15) .  
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A .  I might.  

Q Did you see them b e f o r e  o r  a f t e r .  

A .  I ' v e  probably seen  them on s e v e r a l  o c c a s i o n s ,  . 
I would imagine. 

MR WALSH: What were t h e y  d re s sed  l i k e  on t h i s  day? 

A. They u s u a l l y  j u s t  wear s o r t  of  a gray uniform. 
Some of them d i d n ' t  have a uniform on ,  and some of 
them wore something l i k e  a cowboy h a t  o r  something,  you 
know, a Texas h a t .  I ' m  n o t  s u r e .  

Q Did any o f  them have whi te  s h i r t s  on? 

A .  They might.  Some of  them wore whi te  s h i r t s  
sometimes. 

Q Did you see t h e  Na t iona l  P o l i c e  i n t e r r o g a t e  any
p r i s o n e r s  i n  t h e  l a a g e r  a r e a  t h a t  n i g h t ?  

A. N o ,  I d i d n ' t .  They u s u a l l y  i n t e r r o g a t e d  peop le ,  
n o t  s e c r e t l y ,  b u t  o u t  of t h e  way of everybody else.  

Q Did you go wi th  Capta in  MICHLES o v e r  t o  t a l k  t o  
Captain  MEDINA n e a r  where t h e  Nat iona l  P o l i c e  were i n t e r r o -
g a t i n g  somebody? 

A. I t h i n k  I d i d  t h a t  n i g h t .  I know I went o v e r  t o  
t a l k  t o  C h a r l i e  Company about o u r  s u p p l i e s ,  because  t h a t  was 
my job.  I had t o  g e t  w i t h  them t o  s e e  where we were going 
t o  e a t  ou r  chow and e v e r y t h i n g ,  -because we had a c o n s o l i d a t e d  
feed ing  t h a t  n i g h t .  

Q Did you see t h e  Na t iona l  P o l i c e  execu te  any of  
t h e  d e t a i n e e s ?  

A.  'I d i d n ' t  s e e  i t ,  b u t  I hea rd  t h a t  they  d i d .  

Q How many o f  them? 

A. I ' m  n o t  s u r e .  

Q How many d e t a i n e e s  w e r e  t hey  q u e s t i o n i n g ?  
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A. .The m i l i t a r y  i n t e l l i g e n c e ,  Vietnamese o r  A r n e r i -
c ans ,  sometimes. . 

MR WALSH: Did you see t h e  Vietnamese i n t e r p r e t e r s  o r  s o l -
d i e r s  u s ing  t h e  f i e l d  t e l ephone  t o  i n t e r r o g a t e ?  

A. Not on t h a t  o p e r a t i o n .  I ' v e  s een  it done b e f o r e .  
I d o n ' t  t h i n k  we had any f i e l d  t e l ephones  o u t  t h e r e  on t h a t  
o p e r a t i o n .  

COL WILSON: D i d n ' t  you o c c a s i o n a l l y  p ick  t h e s e  up when you 
found them l a y i n g  around t h e s e  caches?  

A. Y e s .  That  I s  happened b e f o r e ,  and t h e y  found them. 

& Were a l l  t h e s e  Vietnamese brought  i n  g iven  medi-
c a l  t r e a t m e n t  t h a t  day? Did you pas s  any 'rationsi o u t  t o  
them, o r  j u s t  soap? 

A. No more r a t i o n s  t han  what an i n d i v i d u a l  would 
g i v e  .some of  t h e i r  own. 

A. Yeah. 

Q Did they.  b r i n g  h o t  chow t o  you t h a t  n i g h t ?  

That  n i g h t ,  r i g h t .  

Q • How about  s u p p l i e s ,  d i d  you g e t  any? 

A.  I don ' t  thiirk we g o t  a whole-- j u s t  o u r  C ' s  , 
s o d a s ,  and w a t e r .  That  i s  t h e  b i g g e s t  p a r t  of  your s u p p l i e s .  

Q They brought  you wa te r .  You always had t o  have 
your  wa te r  b rought  t o  you? 

A. No, n o t  always. W e  'd g e t  i t  o u t  of  t h e  v i l l a g e s .  
Probably 80 p e r c e n t  of your wa te r  i s  g o t t e n  o u t  of  t h e  w e l l s .  
They u s u a l l y  brought  water i n  a t  n i g h t  anyway. 

Q- They d i d  b r i n g  it a l l  t h e  t ime?  

A.  Some people  would seldom d r i n k  t h a t  w e l l  w a t e r ,  
b u t  it never  bo the red  m e .  
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A .  I ' m  n o t  s u r e  which way w e  went around t h a t  t h i n g .  
Like t h e r e  it looks  l i k e  a pond, b u t  i t ' s  j u s t  l i k e  a marsh, 
more o r  l e s s .  

Q But you went around t h e  marsh? 

A.  Y e s .  

Q A r e  you s u r e  t h e r e  w a s  only  one s u s p e c t  wi th  you? 

A. I t h i n k  so.  

Q ,  Now d e s c r i b e  how he  go t  away? 

A .  W e l l ,  t h e y  had him l i k e  walking p o i n t  w i t h  one 
person .  I d i d n ' t  r e a l l y  unders tand t h a t  t o o  c l e a r ,  how h e  
d i d  i t ,  b u t  h e  took o f f  and t h e  p o i n t  man d i d n ' t  g e t  a c l e a r  
s h o t  a t  him and missed him o r  something,  I ' m  n o t  s u r e .  I t  
sounded k ind  of  funny. 

Q There w e r e n ' t  any o t h e r s  w i th  him when you g o t  
t h e r e ?  They c o u l d n ' t  remember where t h e  p l a c e  was? 

A .  N O ,  s ir .  

Q And you d i d n ' t  s e e  t h e  Vietnamese i n t e r p r e t e r s
t o r t u r i n g  any d e t a i n e e s  t h a t  morning? 

A .  That  morning? I t  seerris l i k e  t h i s  guy t h a t  w e  
had ,  t h e y  worked him over  p r e t t y  good, b u t  I d o n ' t  remember 
t h a t  morning them doing t h a t  much. 

Q- Remember s e e i n g  one .of  them k i c k  him? 

A .  I probably have b e f o r e ,  b u t  I d o n ' t  remember it 
t h a t  day. They u s u a l l y  used a l l  k inds  of methods. 

Q Were t h e  on ly  people  doing t h e  i n t e r r o g a t i n g  t h e  
Vietnamese? -

A. Were they  t h e  on ly  ones i n t e r r o g a t i n g ?  W e l l ,  
t h ey  have t o  have t h e  h e l p  of t h e  m i l i t a r y  i n t e l l i g e n c e  man 
because he u s u a l l y  t e l l s  them what h e  wants t o  a s k ,  and then  
they  t r a n s l a t e  it t o  t h e  Vietnamese. 
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A .  No. 

Q 0 
Just -comment ing on t h e  way t h e  p o l i c e  ope ra t ed?  

A .  H e  probably thought  it w a s  p r e t t y  e f f i c i e n t .  

Q 9 Now, when you w e r e  i n  t h e  l a a g e r  a r e a  t h e r e  wi th  
C Company t h a t  n i g h t ,  d i d  you h e a r  anybody t a l k i n g  o r  any 
d i s c u s s i o n ' a b o u t  C Company's o p e r a t i o n s  t h a t  day? 

A. No. I d i d n ' t  know anybody from C h a r l i e  Company 
'very w e l l .  I w a s  p r e t t y  busy t h a t  evening.  And t h e n  a f t e r  
dark you d i d n ' t  walk around t o o  much i n s i d e  t h e  p e r i m e t e r .  

Q. You d i d n ' t  h e a r  any th ing  o u t  of  t h e  o rd ina ry  a t  
a l l  about  t h e i r  o p e r a t i o n s  d u r i n g  t h e  f i r s t  day? 

A .  I d o n ' t  know whether some of  t h i s  s t u f f - - b u t  it 
seems l i k e  I remember it maybe o r  whether  it i s  something I 
have r ead  i n  t h e  paper .  I r ead  t h i s  s t u f f  i n  t h e  papers  and 
I s a i d ,  " I  wonder i f  t h a t  r e a l l y  happened o r  something,  i f  I 
remember. " 

Q I unders tand  t h e  problem, and we d o n ' t  want you 
t o  t e l l  us anyth ing  wi thou t  q u a l i f y i n g  it l i k e  t h a t .  So, 
i f  you have a doubt a s  t o  whether--but i f  you do have any 
r e c o l l e c t i o n  t h a t  you thin!! might be  of h e l p  t c  u s ,  I t h i n k  
w e  would l i k e  t o  have it. You t e l l  us i f  it s h o u l d n ' t  be  
r e l i e d  on a s  e x a c t l y  r i g h t  because y o u ' r e  n o t  t h a t  s u r e  of 
it. W e  would l i k e  t o  have you t e l l  us anyway. 

A. They des t royed  t h e  a r e a  and burned t h e  hootches  
and t h i n g s  l i k e  t h i s .  I r e a l l y  c a n ' t  remember them t a l k i n g  
about k i l l i n g  a whole l o t  of  people  and e v e r y t h i n g  l i k e  t h a t .  

COL WILSON: J u s t  on a t iming  b a s i s ,  t h e r e ' s  an e n t r y  i n  
t h e  Barker l o g  ( r e f e r r i n g  t o  E x h i b i t  M-16) a t  1050  which 
s a y s ,  "The command-control s h i p  s t a r t e d  t o  e x t r a c t  one p l a -
toon t o  LZ Up t igh t . "  Did you s e e  t h e  C&C s h i p  o u t  t h e r e  
about 10 o r  11 o ' c l o c k ?  

A .  I d o n ' t  r ' e a l l y  remember s e e i n g  it o u t  t h e r e .  

Q. It  s t a r t e d  l i f t i n g  one p l a toon  o u t  ahead of t h e  
company, going i n t o  Upt igh t?  
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A. I know some Vietnamese and whoever t h e  m i l i t a r y  
i n t e l l i g e n c e  man was,  b u t  I d o n ' t  know who he w a s .  

Q. - Was it t h e  same--it w a s n ' t  t h e  i n t e r p r e t e r  t h a t  
you saw? Do you remember M r .  JOHNSON? 

A. Well,  I know t h e  Nat iona l  P o l i c e  were w i th  u s .  
I t  could 've  been them. I ' m  r e a l l y  n o t  s u r e .  

MR WALSH: On t h e  f i r s t  day i n  t h a t  l i t t l e  v i l l a g e  where you 
s p e n t  most of  t h e  day,  d i d  you s e e  JOHNSON t h e r e ?  

A .  Yeah, I b e l i e v e  t h a t  was JOHNSON. Yeah, because 
he was i n  t h a t  p i c t u r e .  

Q. Did you s e e  h i s  i n t e r p r e t e r  roughing up a woman 
t h e r e ?  

A. No. Something l i k e  t h a t  i s  ha rd  t o  p l a c e  a t  t h e  
t ime ,  because t h a t ' s  n o t  r e a l l y  unusual  f o r  something 
l i k e  that-- .I  mean n o t  t o  rough up a woman o r  any th ing  l i k e  
t h a t ,  b u t  you j u s t  t h i n k  about  o t h e r  t h i n g s .  

Q You d o n ' t  have any r e c o l l e c t i o n  o f  t h a t ?  ' 1  

A .  No, b u t  on t h a t  o p e r a t i o n  I would s a y  t h e  t r e a t -
ment of p r i s o n e r s  o r  s u s p e c t s  was about t h e  s a m e  a s  it always was, 

Q. Since  t h i s  i s  a l l  you can remember, t h a t  t h i s  is just 
more o r  l e s s  t y p i c a l ,  I wonder i f  you could  t e l l  me what was 
t y p i c a l ?  What w a s  t h e  k ind  o f  t h i n g  t h a t  you s a w  and t h e  
way they were i n t e r r o g a t i n g  p r i s o n e r s ?  What were t h e  t y p e s  of 
pe r suas ion  g e n e r a l l y  used? 

A. Sometimes t h e r e  w a s  one of t h o s e  t e l ephones .  They 
might u se  t h a t .  This  one Vietnamese i n t e r p r e t e r ,  he  had a 
way he would bend t h e i r  f i n g e r s  back o r  something,  o r  do 
something t o  them. They d i d n ' t  look l i k e  t h e y  w e r e  r e a l l y  
t h a t  bad,  b u t  he seemed t o  g e t  t h e  r e s u l t s ,  sometimes. 

Q What k ind  of  methods d i d  JOHNSON and h i s  i n t e r -
preter use i f  you can recall? 

89 

CONFIDENTIAL 

APP T-229 

I 



I 

CONFIDENTIAL 

When h e  a r r i v e d  a t  t h e  e a s t  end o f  t h e  v i l l a g e ,  a l l  o f  
t h e  hootches  were bu rn ing  (pg. 3 7 ) .  The shoot'ng s topped 
a f t e r  a h e l i c o p t e r  landed.  The word was passed  around t h a t  
a war ran t  o f f i c e r  was complaining about  a l l  t h e  shoo t ing  
(pgs. 37,  38 ) .  

CONTI never  saw MEDINA i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  (pg. 1 6 ) .  H e  
knew o f  no o r d e r s  from MEDINA t o  k i l l  people  (pg. 4 4 ) .  The 
wi tnes s  could  n o t  p l a c e  Sergeant  COWAN's whereabouts du r ing  
t h e  o p e r a t i o n .  H e  thought  t h a t  L ieu t enan t  Colonel  BARKER may 
have come t o  C/1/201s n i g h t  l a a g e r  p o s i t i o n  on 16 March 
1968 (pg. 3 8 ) .  

4 .  INQUIRIES CONCERNING THE ASSAULT. 

The w i t n e s s  d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  Colonel  HENDERSON query ing  
them on t h e  day o f  t h e i r  e x t r a c t i o n .  However, he hea rd  
t h e r e  w a s  an  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  underway and t h a t  t h e y  would a l l  
be  going t o  j a i l .  About a week o r  10 days l a t e r ,  he 
hea rd  t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  had been dropped and they  had 
r ece ived  a c i t a t i o n  f o r  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  (pg.  4 0 ) .  H e  d i d  
n o t  r e c a l l  MEDINA ta- lking wi th  them about  an i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  
Word was c i r c u l a t e d  around t h e  company n o t  t o  say  anyth ing  
( ~ ( 3  4 1 ) .  

5. OTHER INFORMATION. 

a. CONTI accompanied a t a s k  f o r c e  i n t o  My ~ a i( 4 )  
on 16 November 1969 t o  h e l p  th.e C I D .  They r e c e i v e d  no 
r e s i s t a n c e  (pgs .  7 ,  22) . 

b .  A t  t h e i r  l a a g e r  p o s i t i o n ,  t hey  marr ied  up w i t h  
B/4/3. Two Na t iona l  Policemen and a Vietnamese i n t e r p r e t e r  
w e r e  a t t a c h e d  t o  B/4/3. That  n i g h t  t h e  Na t iona l  Pol icenen 
s t a y e d  wi th  C/1/20. CONTI s a w  t h e  Na t iona l  Policemen t a k e  
Vietnamese p r i s o n e r s  behind a d i k e .  Shots  w e r e  t h e n  heard  
(pg.  3 8 ) .  

c. O n  1 7  March 1968, C/1/20 moved t o  H i l l  85 then  tu rned  
sou th  (pg. 3 9 ) .  L a t e r  i n  t h e  day they  cap tu red  a VC nurse  
and two VC males from a burn ing  hootch (pg. 3 9 ) .  

d.  CONTI d i d  n o t  know t h e  d a t e  o f  t h e i r  e x t r a c t i o n  
(pg. 39) 

e .  The a c c u s a t i o n  t h a t  t h e  men i n  C/1/20 were under t h e  
i n f l u e n c e  o f  mar i juana  was f a l s e .  There w a s  never  a mar i juana
problem i n  C/L/20 (pg. 4 1 )  . 
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Q Did t h e  s h o o t i n g  s t o p  a f t e r  t h a t ?  

A .  A s  f a r  as I know. Like  I s a i d ,  w e  were a l r eady  
over  he re .  What happened i n s i d e  t h e  v i l l a g e ,  I don1t know. 
3d P la toon  was t h e r e ;  2d P la toon  was t h e r e .  

Q Was t h i s  a  bubble top  h e l i c o p t e r ?  

A. Yes. 

Q. During t h e  day of t h e  o p e r a t i o n  a g a i n s t  My La i  
( 4 ) ,  d i d  you s e e  any v i s i t i n g  o f f i c e r s  t h e r e  from. Task 
Force Barker ,  o r  t h e  1 1 t h  Br igade ,  o r  t h e  d i v i s i o n ?  

A: During t h e  day? . . 

Q. Yes. 

A. Not t h a t  I can r e c a l l .  I t h i n k  Colonel  BARKER 
came o u t  t h a t  n i g h t ,  b u t  I c a n ' t  say  f o r  s u r e .  

Q - That  would b e  a f t e r  you. l a a g e r e d  f o r  t h e  n i g h t ?  

A. Yes, because I t h i n k  t h a t  n i g h t  t h e y  had Na t iona l  
P o l i c e  t h e r e .  

Q. I w a s  going t o  ask you i f  you had seen  any
-Na t iona l- P o l i c e  t h e r e  t h a t  day. 

A. Yes, because ou r  i n t e r p r e t e r ,  Se rgean t  PHU--I  
t h i n k  we m e t  up wi th  Bravo Company, and Br.avo Company had 
an i n t e r p r e t e r  w i t h  them and a couple  of Na t iona l  P o l i c e .  
We took them; t h e y  came w i t h  us .  And I remember. I went t o  
t h e  CP t o  s e e  t h e  medic, and Sergeant  PHU was t e l l i n g  Capta in  
MEDINA o r  somebody t h a t  t h e  Na t iona l  Policemen d i d n '  t want 
t o  s t a y  w i t h  u s ,  they wanted t o  go back t o  Bravo Company. 
But I t h i n k  they  s t a y e d  anyway, because I know they  i n t e r -
roga t ed  some p r i s o n e r s  we had.  

Q Did you s e e  them shoot  any p r i s o n e r s ,  Vietnamese 
p r i s o n e r s ?  

A. I d i d n ' t  s e e  it myse l f ,  b u t  I s a w  them go t o  t h e  
d i t c h  i n  back of  a d i k e .  I saw txem--in t h e  d i r e c t i o n  o f  
t h e  d i t c h ,  I hea rd  f i r e .  I heard  a  .38 f i r e ,  and I smel led 
t h e  bodies .  So I assumed they  were dead. 
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(pg. 9 ) .  He b e l i e v e d  he might have hea rd  an o r d e r  t o  
" l a y  o f f  t h e  f i r i n g "  a t  t h i s  t ime (pgs .  1 0 ,  11). H e  saw 
no i n d i s c r i m i n a t e  f i r i n g  and s t a t e d  t h a t  MARONEY had t h e  
mor ta r  p l a t o o n  under  c o n t r o l  (pg. 11). The company took 
no p r i s o n e r s  (pg. 1 0 )  . CORNWELL r e c a l l e d  no v i s i t  t o  t h e  
a r e a  by o t h e r  Zmerican o f f i c e r s  (pg.  1 0 )  , They had lunch 
on the o t h e r  s i d e  of  t h e  v i l l a g e  (pg.  9 ) .  H e  hea rd  a rumor 
t h a t  t h e  company had s h o t  400  c i v i l i a n s  (pg.  1 0 ) .  

b .  Act ions  a t  t h e  l a q g e r  s i te .  

A£ t e r  lunch t h e  company searched  and burned My 
~ a i(5 )  and then  moved t o  i t s  l a a g e r  s i t e  a t  a graveyard 
where it jo ined  B/4/3 (pg.  11). He saw Na t iona l  P o l i c e  t a k e  
people i n d i v i d u a l l y  t o  an i r r i g a t i o n  d i t c h  nea r  t h e  edge 
of t h e  graveyard ,  o r d e r  them i n t o  i t ,  and s h o o t  them i n  t h e  
back (pgs .  1 2 ,  13) . H e  saw a t a l l ,  heavy s e t  American 
wi th  a b rush-cu t  whose rank he d i d  n o t  remember c u t o f f  
t h e  f inger  of  one of t h e  p r i s o n e r s  (pgs.  12 ,  13)  . 

c .  Act ions  on t h e  1 7 t h .  

On t h e  1 7 t h  they  moved toward t h e  Song My Khe 
River th rough  My Hhe ( 2 )  and ( 3 )  where t hey  took an o l d  man, 
a woman and t h r e e  male p r i s o n e r s  (pg.  1 4 )  . They burned one 
of t h e  v i l l a g e s  (pg.  1 4 ) .  They s p e n t  t h e  n i g h t  a t  My Khe ( 3 )  
(pg. 1 4 )  . The on ly  r e s i s t a n c e  encountered was two VC who 
f i r e d  a t  them a s  t h e y  s e t  up t h e  pe r ime te r  (pg. 1 4 )  . 
3 .  INQUiRIES AFTER THE ASSAULT. 

On t h e  18th t h e  company r e t u r n e d  t o  LZ ~ o t t i e  (pg.  1 5 ) .  
He d i d  n o t  s e e  HENDERSON t h e r e ,  nor  was he e v e r  ques t ioned  
by  anyone about  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  (pg.  15) . He heard  no th ing  
about an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  e x c e p t  f o r  a rumor t h a t  MEDINA was 
going t o  be  i n v e s t i g a t e d  (pgs .  15 ,  16)  . H e  d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  a 
company meeting concerning t h e  i n c i d e n t  o r  any d i s c u s s i o n  
wi th in  t h e  company about  it (pg. 1 6 ) .  Had t h e r e  been a 
thorough i n v e s t i g a t i o n  o f  t h e  m a t t e r  h e b e l i e v e d  t h e  men 
would have t o l d  what t hey  knew (pg. 1 7 ) .  He d i d  n o t  t h i n k  
t h a t  o t h e r  members of t h e  company were ques t ioned  (pg.  17). 

4 .  OTHER INFORMATION. 

a .  H e  saw an o l d  man and l i t t l e  boy when he  f i r s t  
e n t e r e d  My L a i ,  b u t  he d i d  n o t  know what happened t o  them . 
(pg. 8 ) .  
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Q We understand t h a t  two members of t h e  Nat ional  
P o l i c e  were ques t ioning  some VC suspects .  Did you observe 
t h i s ?  

A. Yes, I d id ,  

Q - Did you s e e  anyone shoot  any of the  suspects?  

A.  Yes, the  Nat ional  Po l i ce  ordered them i n t o  a 
d i t c h ,  and they s h o t  them. 

Q How many were shot?  

A. Three, I be l i eve .  

Q. We have rece ived  testimony t h a t  before  these  k i l l - . 
ings  took p lace ,  one of the  suspects  had one o r  more f i n g e r s  
cu t  of f  during the  course of t h e  i n t e r r o g a t i o n .  Did you ob-
se rve  t h i s ?  

Yes, I d id ,A, 

Q .  Can you descr ibe  the  man who c u t  o f f  the  f i n g e r  o r  
f i n g e r s  of t h e  suspect?  

A. No, I cou ldn ' t .  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  what he looked l i k e .  

Q. Was he, f o r  example, an American o f f i c e r ?  

A. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l .  

Q. Could you descr ibe  him as  t o  the  phys ica l  charac-
t e r i s t i c s ?  

A. A s  much as  I can r e c a l l ,  he was a t a l l  fe l low,  
heavy s e t ,  and I b e l i e v e  he had a brush c u t .  

Q. Do you remember see ing  what kind of k n i f e  was used 
o r  anything c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  about i t ?  

A.  No, I d o n ' t .  

MR WEST: Colonel MILLER? 

(CORNWELL) 1 2  
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COL MILLER: This man who d id  the  c u t t i n g  o f f  of t h e  f i n g e r ,  was 
he an American? 

A. I b e l i e v e  he w a s .  

Q You said t he  Nat ional  p o l i c e  s h o t  two p r i soners  
or  th ree?  

A. There were t h r e e .  

Q Where d i d  they shoot  them? 

A. .There was an i r r i g a t i o n  d i t c h  r i g h t  near  t h e  edge 
of t h e  graveyard, and from what it looked l i k e  they j u s t  ordered 
them t o  t h e  d i t c h ,  and when they crawled i n  the  d i t c h  they s h o t  
them i n  the  back. 

Q A l l  a t  the  same time o r  d id  they--

A. ( In te rpos ing)  No, they ordered them i n  s e p a r a t e l y .  

&- Where on the  bodies  d i d  they shoot  them? 

A, I n  the  back. I be l i eve  they shot one fe l low i n  
the head, i n  the back of the  head. 

Q. Had they i n t e r r o g a t e d  them p r i o r  t o  t h i s  time? 

An lly understanding was t h a t  they had. 

Q . We have some information t h a t  one of t h e s e  people 
who was s h o t ,  who was with these  p r i s o n e r s ,  had r a t h e r  dis-
t i n c t i v e  c l o t h i n g  on him. Do you r e c a l l  anything d i s t i n c t i v e  
about any of the p r i soners?  

A .  N o ,  I d o n ' t .  

Q *  I r e c a l l  someone saying he had a  purple  s u i t .  You 
don 't r e c a l l ?  

A, NO, I d o n ' t .  

COL MILLER: T h a t ' s  a l l  I have. 

MAJ ZYCHOWSKI: M r .  CORNWELL, do you r e c a l l  i f  t h e r e  were any 
members of an engineer  u n i t  i n  the  company? 
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(pg. 4 1 ) .  The t h i r d  p l a toon  burned My Lai  ( 4 )  a f t e r  t h e  
f i r s t  and second p l a toons  had moved through (pg. 4 0 ) .  

c. H e l i c o p t e r s  l and ing  ' t o M t h e i r  f r o n t .  

A h e l i c o p t e r  landed i n  f r o n t  o f  t h e i r  d e f e n s i v e  
p o s i t i o n  and t h e  p i l o t  t a l k e d  wi th  CALLEY. A few 
minutes l a t e r  a second s h i p  landed and picked up c i v i l i a n ,  
women and c h i l d r e n  (pgs.  33,  34, 4 4 ) .  COWAN d i d  n o t  
r e c a l l  c i v i l i a n s  be ing  i n  a cave o r  a  hootch (pgs .  4 5 ) .  
H e  thought  t h a t - p l a t o o n  members c a r r i e d  t h e  Vietnamese 
from t h e  bunker t o  t h e  chopper (pg.  3 4 ) .  

CALLEY t o l d  COWAN t h a t  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  was under 
i n v e s t i g a t i o n  and t h a t  t h e  p i l o t  was going t o  r e p o r t  i t  
(pg. 4 6 )  . CALLEY was t h e  only'  one COWAN saw t a l k i n g  wi th  
t h e  p i l o t .  CALLEY t o l d  him t h a t  t h e  p i l o t  was a major 
(pg. 3 7 ) ,  and t h a t  " they  were r e p o r t i n g  t h e  i n c i d e n t  of  
t h e  My Lai  o p e r a t i o n  and they  t o l d  us t o  s t o p  a l l  t h i s  
shoo t ing"  (pg.  5 2 ) .  Afterwards ,  CALLEY ordered  t h e  
shoo t ing  s topped (pg.  51) . 

d .  Act ions  by t h e  Na t iona l  P o l i c e .  

COWAN f i r s t  saw t h e  Na t iona l  P o l i c e  a t  t h e  n i g h t  
l a a g e r  p o s i t i o n  on 16 March (pgs .  47-50). The company 
took  some p r i s o n e r s  t o  t h i s  p o s i t i o n  (pg. 4 2 )  . A Na t iona l  
Policeman s h o t  a VC s u s p e c t  n e a r  t h e  CP t h a t  n i g h t  (pg. 50) . 

e. Body count .  

COWAN d i d  n o t  s e e  any bodies  i n  a d i t c h  (pg .39 ) ,  
o r  c i v i l i a n s  s h o t  (pg. 391, b u t  t h a t  n i g h t  i n  t h e  l a a g e r  
p o s i t i o n  he  heard  t h a t  CALLEY had s h o t  some c i v i l i a n s  
(pg. 5 9 ) .  H e  d i d  see a  man jump o u t  of  a c r a t e r  who was 
immediately s h o t  (pgs .  39, 4 0 ) .  There was some dead 
l i v e s t o c k  (pg. 4 1 )  . COWAN d i d  n o t  know t h e  p l a t o o n ' s  
body count  f o r  t h e  day (pg.  56) . 
4. INQUIRIES CONCERNING THE ASSAULT. 

A f t e r  t h e  o p e r a t i o n ,  COWAN does n o t  r e c a l l  anyone, 
i n c l u d i n g  MEDINA, say ing  anyth ing  concerning an 
i n v e s t i g a t i o n  (pgs .  52,  5 3 ) .  However, a f t e r  t h e  e x t r a c t i o n  
on 18 March a t  LZ D o t t i e ,  Colonel  HENDERSON t a l k e d  wi th  
h i s  group (pgs. 53,  5 4 ) .  H e  asked i f  t h e r e  was anything 
unusual  on t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  o p e r a t i o n .  The q u e s t i o n  was , 
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A. I s a w .  them i n  t h e  n i g h t  l a a g e r  area t o o ,  s i r ,  

9- How they  g o t  t h e r e  you d o n ' t  know. Would t h a t  
be a c o r r e c t  answer? 

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

MR WEST: What d i d  you observe t h e  Na t iona l  P o l i c e  doing 
a t  t h i s  t i m e .  

(LTC MAHAE'FEY e n t e r e d  t h e  h e a r i n g  room.) 

A. W e l l ,  s i r ,  whi le  w e  was i n  t h e  l a a g e r  a r e a  t h e  
p r i s o n e r s  t h a t  we had w e r e  t aken  t o  t h e  command p o s t .  I n  
t h e  command p o s t  t hey  had t h e  p r i s o n e r s  t h e r e  from o u r  
u n i t  and they  were t h e r e  from Bravo a l s o .  They had t h e  
p r i s o n e r s  i n  one c e n t e r  l o c a t i o n  approximately 2 5  t o  35 
meters  away from t h e  command p o s t .  The Na t iona l  P o l i c e  
were back t h e r e  i n t e r r o g a t i n g  t h e  p r i s o n e r s  t h a t  w e  had. 

Q Did you n o t i c e  anyth ing  unusual  about  t h e i r  
i n t e r r o g a t i o n  of t h e  p r i s o n e r s ?  

A.  A t  t h i s  t i m e  w e  were e s t a b l i s h i n g  ou r  p l a toon  
CP. W e  w e r e  d igg ing - foxho le s  , prepa r ing  f o r  t h e  n i g h t ,  
and t h e  Na t iona l  P o l i c e  brought  one of t h e  PW's ove r  
approximately  25 meters  from my l o c a t i o n  and w a s  t a l k i n g  
t o  ona of t h e  PW's. I d o n ' t  know what he was say ing  
because I d i d n '  t l e a r n  any of  t h e  language they  speak.  
H e  was t a l k i n g  t o  him and a l l  of  a sudden,  "bang," he 
s h o t  t h e  man. 

Q - You saw him s h o o t  t h e  man? 

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  

Q - Do you know t h e  name of  t h e  Na t iona l  Policeman? 

A. No, sir.  I d o n ' t .  

Q. Going back a l i t t l e  b i t  b e f o r e  t h i s  t i m e ,  when 
you were back around My L a i  ( 4 ) ,  I d o n i t  remember e x a c t l y  
how many c i v i l i a n s  'were ga the red  up--you s a i d  w e r e  ga the red  
up and tu rned  over  t o  L ieu tenan t  CALLEY, w a s  t h i s  about  
1 2 ,  15 ,  o r  20? 
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A.  NO, sir.  

Q Did you know Colonel  BARKER? 

A. Y e s ,  sir.  

Q. Did he  e v e r  t a k e  a s t a t e m e n t  from you? 

A. No, sir .  

MR WEST: L e t  t h e  r eco rd  show t h a t  Colonel  MAHAFFEY has  jo in-
ed t h e  s e s s i o n  and w i l l  b e  sworn as an a s s i s t a n t  i n v e s t i g a t i n g  
o f f i c e r  a u t h o r i z e d  t.o ask q u e s t i o n s .  

(LTC !4AHAFFEY was Sworn.) 

LTC MAHAFFEY: Did you s a y ,  Se rgean t  COWAN, t h a t  you a c t u a l l y  
s a w  t h e  Vietnamese Na t iona l  Policeman s h o o t  one o f  t h e  s u s p e c t s  
rounded up? 

Y e s ,  sir.  

Did you r e p o r t  i t ?  

A. W e l l  he was a  Na t iona l  Policeman, s i r ,  and I f i g -
ured t h a t  he w a s  more s k i l l f u l  i n  hand l ing  t h e  job than  I w a s .  
I didn't s e e  t h e  name of t h e  i n d i v i d u a l .  I d i d n ' t  s ee  t h a t  I 
had anyth ing  t o  do wi th  t h e  Na t iona l  P o l i c e .  

Q. And because of t h a t  you f i g u r e d  t h a t  it was n o t  
r epo r t ed?  

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q. Sergean t  COWAN, do you know--were you wi th  L i e u t e n a n t  
CALLEY o r  i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  o f  L ieu t enan t  CALLEY as you moved 
through t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

IC:  ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Excuse me j u s t  a second,  c o l o n e l ,  t h e  
record--

MR WEST: ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Go ahead and t a l k  t o  him and l e t  him 
answer. 
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Q - Would your squad l e a d e r s  r e p o r t  t h i s  d i r e c t l y  t o  
him o r  would they  come t o  you and you r e p o r t  it t o  him? 

A. They would go t o  t h e  p l a toon  l e a d e r ,  s i r .  

Q I s e e .  And i n  t h i s  c a s e ,  f o r  example, you w e r e  
hand l ing  t h e  r e a r  s e c u r i t y  and t h e  squads were o u t  i n  f r o n t ,  
s o  i n  t h i s  i n s t a n c e  they  might have r e p o r t e d  t o  t h e  p l a toon  
l e a d e r ?  

y e s ,  sir. 

Q. And you wou ldn ' t  know it a t  t h e  t ime ,  I t a k e  i t ?  

A.  NG,, s i r .  

Q Do you r e c a l l  any th ing  about t h e  body count  t h a t  
day, on t h e  s p o t ,  a p a r t  f r o m  what you r ead  l a t e r  i n  t h e  
paper?  

A. No, s i r ,  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  a body count  on t h a t  par -
t i c u l a r  day, 

Q Had you seen  any VC dead du r ing  t h e  day? 

A. I cons idered  t h e  f i v e  bodies  t h a t  I saw when I 
went through t h e  v i l l a g e  a s  VC. 

Q How about  t h e  man i n  t h e  ho le?  Tha t  would be 
another?  

A. I cons idered  t h e  man t h a t  was on t h e  LZ w a s  a VC 
and I cons ide red  t h e  one t h a t  Nat iona l  P o l i c e  s h o t  was a VC. 

Anybody e l s e ?  

Those a r e  t h e  only  ones t h a t  I saw, sir .  

That would be  about seven ,  then? 

Y e s ,  s ir .  
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Q Did you a l s o  work i n  t h e  area of  r e fugees?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  Fle d id .  

Q- And t h e  RD cadre  team and t h i n g s  l i k e  t h i s ?  

A. N o ,  w e  d idn  t g e t  i n  w i t h  t h e  RD cad re  team, b u t  
we d i d  work w i t h  t h e  re fugees  a s  f a r  as making s u r e  t hey  g o t  
c l o t h i n g  t h i n g s  l i k e  t h i s .  

Did you do anyth ing  a t  a l l  w i t h  t h e  RF and t h e  PF? 

A. ' W e l l ,  w e  worked wi th  RF and PF. W e  d i d n qt supply  
them o r  anyth ing  l i k e  t h a t .  That  was more i n  t h e  m i l i t a r y  
a spec t .  

You worked d i r e c t l y  under whom?Q *  

A.  My s e n i o r  adv i so r  was Major GAVIN. 

Q m I n  what capac i ty?  You jus$ c a r r i e d  on t h e  f u n c t i o n ,  
working d i r e c t l y  f o r  Major GAVIN? 

A. Right .  

Q - Who w a s  h i s  deputy? 

A. A Capta in  RODRIGUEZ. 

Q RODRIGUEZ? What d i d  he  look - a £t e r ?  

A. W e l l ,  he  p r i m a r i l y  a s s i s t e d  Major GAVIN on opera-
t i o n s .  Sometimes Major GAVIN would have t o  go i n t o  t h e  prov-
i n c e  o r  s e c t o r  and h e  would t a k e ,  you know, l i k e  t h e  o p e r a t i o n s  
o u t  and t h i n g s  l i k e  t h a t .  He w a s  more o r  less an a s s i s t a n t .  
H e  d i d n ' t  have a primary job. 

Q. W e  unders tood you a l s o  had a DIOCC t h e r e ,  D i s t r i c t  
I n t e l l i g e n c e  Opera t ions  Coord ina t ion  Cente r ,  phoenix  program. 

A. I d o n ' t  know what t h e i r  pr imary miss ion  was. W e  
had an i n t e l l i g e n c e  o f f i c e r  t h e r e ,  a L ieu tenan t  DAWKINS, I 
b e l i e v e  h i s  name was. He was t h e  i n t e l l i g e n c e  o f f i c e r .  
They had a Vietnamese i n t e l l i g e n c e  c e n t e r  down i n  t h e  l i t t l e  
v i l l a g e  t h e r e  below our  h i l l ,  and he  worked wi th  them, I 
d i d n ' t  e v e r  g e t  involved  wi th  them a t  a l l .  
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A. Yes, sir. I th ink  t h e  turnover  was around 
1Apr i l ,  

Q That is  our  information.  

A. ' Within a few days of 1 A p r i l ,  I t h i n k  t h a t  
Colonel ULSACKER l e f t  the  f i r s t  week of Apr i l .  A t  t h a t  
time t h e  provinces and t h e  d i s t r i c t s  were broken away 
as  f a r  a s  o p e r a t i o n a l  c o n t r o l  from the  d i v i s i o n .  We 
were providing some l o g i s t i c a l  suppor t ,  q u a r t e r s ,  t h i s  
s o r t  of t h i n g  f o r  t h e i r  adv i so r s .  Colonel HUTTER's 
approach t o  Colonel TOAN was considerably d i f f e r e n t .  
He was a man who wanted t o  go, and go now, and t h e r e  was 
a t  l e a s t  one occasion,  probably a misunderstanding be-
tween the  two. Colonel HUTTER i n s i s t e d  on th ings  being 
done i n  t h e  way he wanted them done and Colonel TOAN 
d i d  no t  always r e a c t  t o  it. I t h i n k  t h i s  was being 
cor rec ted  a f t e r  they got  t o  know each o t h e r  a l i t t l e  
b e t t e r .  It was a f t e r  they g o t  t o  know each o t h e r  a 
l i t t l e  b e t t e r .  I was t h e r e  j u s t  a s h o r t  per iod ,  about 
2 months, a f t e r  Colonel HUTTER a r r i v e d .  When I l e f t ,  
I f e l t  t h a t  t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  w a s  b e t t e r  than  it had 
been, but  it w a s  n o t  r e a l  good i n i t i a l l y .  

Q - Did you, during t h i s  t r a n s i s t i o n  per iod ,
have con tac t  wi th  Colonel TOAN yourse l f?  

A, I n  some cases ,  yes ,  sir. I was i n  and o u t  
of t h e  headquarters  probably da i ly .  My coun te rpa r t ,  
t h e  chief  of s t a f f ,  w a s  a l s o  t u r n i n g  over about t h a t  
time and I spen t  q u i t e  a b i t  of t i m e  over  t h e r e .  

Q Who w a s  your coun te rpa r t ,  t he  chief  of 
s t a f f  a t  t h a t  time? 

A. There were t h r e e  during the  per iod  t h a t  I 
was t h e r e .  The ch ie f  of s t a f f  from probably December 
o r  January u n t i l  about the  1 May was a Colonel DONG. 
He was a l i e u t e n a n t  co lonel ,  

Q - How d i d  he s p e l l  h i s  name? 
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a s  a mat ter  of f a c t ,  and I would occas iona l ly  scan some-
t h i n g  l i k e  t h i s .  But I cannot say of my own knowledge 
whether t h i s  is  a s i n g u l a r  occurrence where they  go i n t o  
s p e c i f i c s  l i k e  t h i s .  

Q Now, I ask you t o  t u r n  back t o  t h e  f r o n t  p a r t  of 
t h e  r e p o r t ,  General CUSHMAN, da ted  24 Apr i l  1968, a r e p o r t  
of i n v e s t i g a t i o n  t o  t h e  Commanding General ,  America1 Divis ion ,  
s igned by Colonel HENDERSON, t h e  commanding o f f i c e r  of t h e  
11 th  Brigade, and ask i f  you have eve r  seen t h i s  document? 

.A. No, I c a n ' t  say t h a t  I have. Although, of course ,  
it i s  p o s s i b l e ,  bu t  I don1t th ink  t h a t  I have. I might say 
that I would ga the r  i n  reading from t h i s  " a r t i l l e r y  and 
gunship f i r e s  placed on t h e  landing  zones ," t h a t  t h i s  may 
have we l l  been a f r e e - f i r e  zone. I n  which case ,  of course ,  
you can g e t  i n  t r o u b l e  wi th  VC propaganda, i n  t h a t  t h e  f i r e s  
can be de l ive red  without t h e  on-the-spot okay of  t h e  d i s -
t r i c t  c h i e f ,  which app l i e s  t o  a l l  o t h e r  a reas .  So, it i s  
p o s s i b l e  t h a t  i f  c i v i l i a n s  have n o t  l e f t  t h e  a r e a ,  a s  t h e  
d i s t r i c t  ch ief  has t o l d  them t o  do, they could be k i l l e d  by 
a r t i l l e r y .  I n o t i c e  t h a t ,  i n  t h i s  case ,  t h e  landing  zone, 
presumably near  t h e  a rea ,  I suppose nea r  t h e  v i l l a g e ,  were 
f i r e d  upon. 

Q We a l s o  have i n d i c a t i o n s  t h a t  p a r t  o f  t h e  prep
a l s o  went on t h e  v i l l a g e  i t s e l f .  

A .  Well, t h i s  i s  p o s s i b l e ,  I have had t h i s  type  
t h i n g  happen, although I d i d n ' t  know of t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  one. 
I t  has happened before .  People don ' t  move o u t  when they a r e  
t o l d  t o  and then  they a r e  i n  t h e  a r e a  of impact,  sometimes. 

Q I f  you, General CUSlXMAN, wi th in  your a r e a ,  and 
i n  a VC c o n t r o l l e d  area--if it became necessary t o  p u t  a 
prep upon a v i l l a g e ,  t h a t  was a populated v i l l a g e ,  would 
it have been necessary t o  have n o t i f i e d  t h e  people t o  move 
ou t  o r  would it be acceptable  t o  p u t  p a r t  o r  a l l  of t h e  
prep on t h e  v i l l a g e  without any n o t i f i c a t i o n ?  

A. A s  I r e c a l l  t h e  r u l e s ,  they were t h a t  t h i s  w a s  
up t o  t h e  Vietnamese. Ordinar i ly  a l l  f i r e s  a r e  t o  be  
checked out  with t h e  d i s t r i c t  c h i e f ,  b u t  I c a n ' t  remember 
how high they  had t o  go i n  t h e  Vietnamese chain of command. 
I know General LAM could do it, and I imagine t h e  province 
chief  could do it. I a m  not  su re  whether t h e  d i s ' t r i c t  ch ief  
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could do it. An a r e a  could be c l a s sed  as a f r e e - f i r e  zone 
meaning it was s o  h o s t i l e ,  and f i r e  came from t h e r e  a t  a l l  
times when you went near  it,  t h a t  prep f i r e s  could be put  
i n  t h e r e  without  p r i o r  consu l t a t ion .  My understanding is  
t h a t  t h e  Vietnamese passed t h e  word t o  t h e  v i l l a g e  concerned 
and they took t h e i r  choice.  E i t h e r  they s t ayed  t h e r e  and 
were VC o r  they moved o u t  t o  a refugee v i l l a g e  and joined 
t h e  GVN. 

Q We f i n d  a very s t r ange  th ing  h e r e ,  General CUSHMAN, 
and I found p r a c t i c a l l y  no v a r i a t i o n  from i t  i n  any t e s t i -
mony. General ly ,  through t h i s  a r e a  (po in t ing  t o  Exh ib i t  MAP-1)  
t o  t h e  e a s t  of h e r e ,  it was considered VC-controlled area .  

A. Yes. It  was a tough a rea .  No ques t ion  about it. 

Q I t  was tough. That l i n e  over t o  about Highway 
1 was what they c a l l e d  a c o n t r o l l e d - f i r e  a rea .  General ly  
along Highway 1, they considered a no-f i re  a rea .  But what 
I found i s  t h a t  we would go through t h e  process  of checking 
w i t h  t he  d i s t r i c t  c h i e f .  It was automatic wi th  t h e  d i s -
t r i c t  c h i e f .  He d i d  one th ing  and t h a t  i s  a l l .  He checked 
h i s  records t o  s e e  if t h e r e  were any ARVN o r  W/PF i n  t h e r e  
and i f  they weren ' t  t h e r e  it was automatic.  

A. This may have happened, this I d o n ' t  know. A l -
though, of  course ,  t h e i r  concern f o r  human l i f e  is  n o t  our  
concern,  i t  d o e s n ' t  match ours .  

Q That i s  my p o i n t .  Was it t h e  po l i cy  of j u s t
tak ing  an easy approval o r  would it, of  n e c e s s i t y ,  r e q u i r e  
judgment by t h e  d i s t r i c t  chief  i n  f i r i n g  upon a populated 
area?  

A .  I t  was supposed t o  r equ i re  judgment by t h e  
d i s t r i c t  c h i e f ,  unless  it were a f r e e - f i r e  zone. Now, 
p e r s o n a l l y ,  I can no t  say  how he exe rc i sed  t h a t  judgment, 
I am s u r e  i t  var i ed  wi th  t h e  c h i e f s .  I know of cases  where 
we were not  allowed t o  f i r e ,  f o r  example, and t h e r e  a r e  
o t h e r  cases ,  I am s u r e ,  where the  chief  IS more callous--
l eans  more on the s i d e  of f i r e  i f  t h e r e  a r e  none of m y  
t roops  i n  t h e r e .  But, a f r e e - f i r e  zone--this was such 
h o s t i l e  t e r r i t o r y  t h a t  you were allowed t o  f i r e .  The 
people were supposed t o  g e t  ou t  of t h e r e ,  i f  they d i d  no t  
want t o  be sub jec ted  t o  t h i s .  They were supposed t o  move 
ou t .  
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Q Well,' t he  v i l l a g e  i n  t h i s  i n c i d e n t  had n o t  been 
n o t i f i e d  t h a t  they  were going t o  r e c e i v e  t h i s  f i r e .  I t  was 
assumed t h a t  t h e  people would be gone t o  market by 7 
o ' c l o c k ,  and wi th  t h e  p repara t ion  coming on a t  7:30 t h e r e  
wouldn ' t  be any c i v i l i a n s  t h e r e .  I t  does seem t h a t  we.do 
have here  a  r a t h e r  populated a r e a  and r e a l l y  c a l l o u s  hand- 
l i n g  by t h e  d i s t r i c t  c h i e f .  A 1 1  he was i n t e r e s t e d  i n  was 
whether ARVN were t h e r e .  They could p u t  f i r e  any p l a c e  
t h a t  they wanted, a r t i l l e r y  f i r e ,  a i r  s t r i k e s ,  anything.  
I t  made no d i f f e r e n c e .  ARVN personnel  were checked through 
on t h i s - - g e t t i n g  t h i s  clearance and i n  having d i r e c t  f i r e  
i n  accordance with the  r e g u l a t i o n s ,  b u t  n o t  t o  t h e  i n t e n t  
of t h e  r e g u l a t i o n  which is t o  p r o t e c t  human l i f e ,  p a r t i c u -  
l a r l y  of noncombatants, unarmed noncombatants, women, 
c h i l d r e n , o l d  men. 

J u s t  as  a ma t t e r  f o r  t h e  r ecord ,  I d o n ' t  t h ink  
I made myself c l e a r  when we were t a l k i n g  about  t h i s  f i r s t  
i n c l o s u r e ,  t h i s  s ta tement ,  I b e l i e v e  you a l luded  t o  t h e  f a c t  
t h a t  you had no t  seen it--had --
A. ( In te rpos ing)  No. I have no t  seen i t .  

Q . Were you f a m i l i a r  wi th  any of t h e  informat ion ,  
p a r t i c u l a r l y  that contained i n  paragraph 2 ,  which d e a l s  
wi th  t h e  r e p o r t  of t h e  v i l l a g e  ch ie f  of Son My? 

A. No. 

Q . This r e p o r t ,  w e  a r e  l e d  t o  understand,  was con-
s i d e r e d  una.cceptable and a formal i n v e s t i g a t i o n  was d i r e c t e d .  
W e  have some problems w i t 3  t he  formal i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  I admit,  
a t  t h e  moment. Eut g e t t i n g  back t o  t h i s  p i e c e  of paper ,  
t h i s  i s  a  r e p o r t  of an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  of an a l l e g a t i o n  which 
i s  contained i n  the  f i r s t  s t a t ement ,  of t h e  k i l l i n g  of non-
combatants--a goodly nmnber of them. Would you have expected 
a  r e p o r t  such as  t h i s ,  even i n  t h e  form t h a t  it i s  i n ,  t o  
have been c a l l e d  t o  your a t t e n t i o n  o r  t o  your headquar ters?  

A. I f  i t  i s  up a t  my headquar te r s ,  i t  should have 
been c a l l e d  t o  the a t t e n t i o n  of t h e  ch ie f  of s t a f f  and. thus  
t o  myself .  I have t o  r e f r e s h  my mind on t h a t  111 MTIF o r d e r .  
I t  would seem t h a t  t h e  d i v i s i o n  shou-ld conduct the  i n v e s t i -  
g a t i o n .  I would th ink  t h a t  they  would probably l e t  m e  know 
i f  i t  even looked l i k e  it was going t o  be s e r i o u s .  The f a c t  
remains t h a t  I d i d n ' t  know, and I am p r e t t y  s u r e  t h a t  I am 
c o r r e c t  i n  saying  t h a t  I d i d n ' t  know t h a t  t h e r e  was an inves-  
t i g a t i o n  going on. 
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A. No s p e c i f i c  knowledge on my p a r t ,  no,  s ir .  Oc-
c a s i o n a l l y  Colonel  BARKER had people  come down w i t h  him. One 
of t h e s e  people  could  have been t h e r e  s p e c i f i c a l l y  f o r  t h i s  
i n c i d e n t .  This might p o s s i b l y  be.  

Q* Who were t h e  people  who would come down wi th  
Colonel  BARKER? 

A.  It would p o s s i b l y  b e  people  o f  h i s  s t a f f  o r  
someone from h i s  h i g h e r  headqua r t e r s .  

.Q- Do you remember Major CALHOUN coming down? 

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  Major CALHOUN v i s i t e d  o u r  l o c a t i o n  a 
number of  t i m e s .  

Q Do you remember Major CALHOUN i n  t h i s  c o n t e x t  
t h a t  we're speaking  about now? 

A. S i r ,  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  any conve r sa t ion  wi th  Major 
CALHOUN about  t h i s  . 
Q Do you remember Major GAVIN and Capta in  RODRIGUEZ 
going t o g e t h e r  down t o  Quang iqgai C i t y  t o  t a l k  about  t h i s  
w i th  t h e  prov ince  s e n i o r  adv i so r?  

A.  .I c a n ' t  s a y ,  s i r ,  t h a t  I remember t h e i r  going 
i n t o  ~ u a n gNgai f o r  t h a t  s p e c i f i c  r e a s o n ,  no,  sir.  

Q.. id you a t  t h i s  t ime have acces s  t o  t h e  census 
g r i evance  r e p o r t s  t h a t  w e r e - g a t h e r e d  i n  Son Tinh ~ i s t r i c t ?  

A. Yes, sir .  I would have had acces s  t o  them through 
my o f f i c e .  

Q DO you r e c a l l  a census  g r i evance  r e p o r t  from a 
cadre  man on t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  s u b j e c t ? .  

A. The on ly  t h i n g  t h a t  I r e c a l l ,  s i r ,  i s  t h e  message.
I f  I remember c o r r e c t l y ,  t h e r e  w a s  a Vietnamese message t h a t  came 
through t h e  d i s t r i c t  c h i e f  from t h e  headqua r t e r s ,  i f  I remember 
c o r r e c t l y ,  t o  h i s  l o c a t i o n  on t h e  h i l l  where w e  s t a y e d .  I t  
came through t h e r e  and t o  us. W e  g o t  f o u r ,  f i v e ,  o r  s i x  Vie t -
namese messages each a f t e r n o o n ,  and o u r  i n t e r p r e t e r  would s i t  
down and t r a n s l a t e  
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these  messages i n t o  English.  This i s  where I remember see ing  
t h e  s ta tement  t h a t  I made re fe rence  t o ,  about t h e  4 9 0  c i v i l i a n s  
and t h e  property and houses 90  percent  destroyed. This i s  my 
r e c o l l e c t i o n  of t h a t  s ta tement .  

Q* Captain DAWKINS, I show you Exhibi t  M-31, da ted  
18 March 1968. You ' l l  n o t i c e  on top i s  an English t r a n s l a t i o n  
and beneath is  a Vietnamese document. I ask you i f  you ever  
r e c a l l  s ee ing  o r  hear ing  about t h a t  census gr ievance r e p o r t ?  

A. S i r ,  I cannot r e c a l l  see ing  t h i s  s p e c i f i c  i tem. 
This makes r e fe rence  t o  t h e  message t h a t  I not  c l e a r l y ,  b u t  
vaguely remember see ing .  

Q Do yo'u remember t h e  hamlets o r  subhamlets t h a t  were 
i d e n t i f i e d  i n  t h e  communications t h a t  were d iscussed  a t  t h a t  
time? 

A .  I t  seems t h a t  I r e c a l l  Son My Vi l l age ,  s ir .  

Q- Does t h e  name Tu Cung o r  Co Luy, Quang Yen, Binh 
Tay, any of those names r e l a t e  themselves t o  you t o  t h i s  event? 

A .  No, s i r ,  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  any of those hamlets.  

Q- I b e l i e v e  i n  response t o  a ques t ion  by General 
PEERS, you r e c a l l e d  t h a t  Eas te r  was on the 14th of A p r i l .  I 
may have misunderstood your answer. Did you have a p a r t i c u l a r  
a s s o c i a t i o n  i n  your mind' with Eas te r ,  1968? 

A .  No, s i r ,  no p a r t i c u l a r  a s soc ia t ion .  I' r e c a l l  a 
personal  a s s o c i a t i o n  of p i c t u r e s  from home, b u t  t h i s  was a 
personal  a s soc ia t ion .  

Q- ' I see .  Nothing t h a t  was going on a t  Son Tinh a t  
t h a t  t ime, o r  an occasion a t  Son Tinh, a ga the r ing  toge the r ,  
o r  anything of t h a t  s o r t  came i n  your mind? 

NoI s i r .  

Well, t h a t ' s  what I was exploring.  

I0 : I ' d  l i k e  t o  come back t o  those messages, Captain 
DAWKINS. You'd a l ready heard about t h i s  information t h a t  came 
from t h e  v i l l a g e  c h i e f ,  whose people s a i d ,  "Well, it probably 
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A. ( ~ n t e r p o s i n g )  It  was j u s t  on a p i e c e  of 3-
by-5 paper,  t h e  way they usual ly  came i n .  They were typed. 

Q 0 Think r e a l  hard now, See i f  you can remember who 
provided this information.  

A. The a c t u a l  provider ,  s i r ,  I c a n ' t  remember. The 
mess'age would have come from t h e  d i s t r i c t  c h i e f ' s  S3 o f f i c e .  
I ' m  assuming t h a t  it would have come through h i s  of f i c e .  

Q I understand t h a t ,  but  t h e  information had t o  
come from somebody. It didn 't come from t h e  3 himself 
making it up. 

A. Right ,  s ir .  

Q. Somebody had t o  provide it t o  him. 

A. Yes, s ir .  

Q. 
had given 
such and s 
must have 

Now, t h a t ' s  who I ' m  seeking.  D o  you remember who 
t h e  information? I t  must say t h e  v i l l a g e  chief  of 
uch, o r  t h e  census gr ievance team c h i e f ,  o r  somebody 
s a i d  such. 

S i r ,  I c a n ' t  r e c a l l .  -

Q A f t e r  you had t h i s  information concerning t h i s  
a l l e g a t i o n  o r  s ta tement  t h a t  was made, t o  t h e  e f f e c t  t h a t  
a l o t  of people got  k i l l e d  out  t h e r e ,  were you d i r e c t e d  t o  
ga the r  any i n t e l l i g e n c e  t o  s e e  i f  t h i s  could be confirmed 
one way ox another? 

A.  No, sir. I was n o t  d i r e c t e d  t o  ga the r  any i n t e l -
l igence .  

Q- Well, d i d  you make any e f f o r t  t o  a t tempt  t o  v e r i f y  
t h i s  information? 

A. NO, s i r ,  no t  through my o f f i c e .  

Q. Was any a t tempt ,  t o  your knowledge, made t o  check 
with Task Force Barker o r  t h e  11th  Brigade o r  t h e  America1 
Divis ion t o  s e e  i f  t h e r e  was any v a l i d i t y  i n  t h i s ?  
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A. I t h i n k  I ' v e  t o l d  you j u s t  about  a l l  I know 

about  t h a t .  


Q- Did you e v e r ,  around abou t  t h i s  t i m e  p e r i o d ,  o r  
a f t e r  t h a t  as a m a t t e r  of f a c t ,  h e a r  about  o r  see any VC 

. 	 propaganda, e i t h e r  i n  terms o f  t h a t  which came o u t  over  
broadcasts . ,  t h a t  which may have been pub l i shed  i n  l e a f l e t s ,  
t h e  u se  of s l o g a n s ,  p o s t e r s ,  banners ,  armbands o r  any o t h e r  
t h i n g  which would have focused on My L a i  or  upon Tu Cung 
o r  Co Luy o r  t h e  g e n e r a l  v i l l a g e  of  Son My? 

A. No, I d i d  n o t .  The province  c h i e f  s t a t e d  i n  Nov- 
ember 1969 t h a t  t h e r e  had been VC propaganda, b u t  it had 
never  come t o  my a t t e n t i o n  b e f o r e  t h a t  p o i n t .  

Q. To your  knowledge, had t h e  census g r i evance  
people  e v e r  t o l d  you about  any in format ion  which they  g o t  
through t h e i r  channels  concerning anyth ing  which may have 
happened? 

A. No, t hey  had n o t . .  However, I r e a l l y  had no th ing  
t o  do w i t h  census  gr ievance .  They worked a lmos t  d i r e c t l y  
f o r  t h e  O f f i c e  o f  S p e c i a l  A s s i s t a n c e  people ,  and du r ing  
much of  t h i s  p e r i o d ,  I d i d n ' t  have any c o n t a c t  a t  a l l  wi th  
them. Then a f t e r  I became t h e  s e n i o r  a d v i s o r  i n  June of  
t h i s  y e a r ,  it w a s  never  r eques t ed  by t h e  OSA. 

MR MACCRATE: Can you r e c a l l  t h e  c i rcumstances  under which 
Colonel  K H I E N  f i r s t  showed you t h i s  f i l e ?  

A .  Y e s ,  it was when t h e  i n v e s t i g a t o r  from Criminal  
I n v e s t i g a t i o n  Div i s ion  'came i n  November of  t h i s  yea r .  

Q- I n v e s t i g a t o r  from where? 

A .  Criminal  I n v e s t i g a t i o n  Div i s ion .  

I0 : For  t h e  r eco rd ,  I t h i n k  you meant l a s t  y e a r ,  
didn t you? 

A .  Y e s ,  1969. Then it w a s  d u r i n g  one o f  o u r  pre-  
l imina ry  conve r sa t ions  w i t h  him, M r .  FEHER, t h a t  Colonel  
K H I E N  b rought  t h a t  f i l e  i n ,  and I a c t u a l l y  s a w  t h e  i n s i d e  
of  t h e  f i l e ,  a l though I w a s n ' t  g iven  an o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  r e a l l y  
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A. ( In terpos ing)  L e t  me go back i f  I may f o r  j u s t  
a moment. Excuse me f o r  i n t e r r u p t i n g .  Within t h e  d i rec -
t i v e s  t h a t  were w r i t t e n ,  you ' re  po in t ing  it t o  me f o r  iil-
formation s o l e l y .  Well you s e e  I d o n ' t  divorce informa-
t i o n  people from any o t h e r  s t a f f  o f f i c e r  o r  any o t h e r  so l -
d i e r  i n  the  Army. They' r e  no d i f f e r e n t .  They have t h e  
same r e s p o n s i b i l i t y .  So t h i s  i s  where I d i g r e s s  a b i t  
because 1 th ink  i t s  important  t o  say they a r e  f i r s t  s o l -
d i e r s  and then t h e y ' r e  doing t h e i r  job as photographer,  
w r i t e r ,  t y p i s t  o r  whatever he has  t o  do. He may be a 
f i l e  c l e r k ,  he may be a d r i v e r ,  bu t  he wears a uniform 
f i r s t  and t h a t ' s  more important  t o  me. So a s  a s o l d i e r  i f  
he knows of wrong doing, h e ' s  r equ i red  t o  r e p o r t  wrong 
doing. 

Q 9 Can you r e c a l l  any i n s t a n c e  o r  example during 
your per iod  with Task Force Oregon o r  t h e  America1 Divis ion 
when one of your r e p o r t i n g  teams i n  t h e  f i e l d  r epor ted  t o  
you v i o l a t i o n s  of r u l e s  and r e g u l a t i a n s ,  p o s s i b l e  c r imina l  
ac t ions  t h a t  you then  repor ted  t o  h igher  a u t h o r i t y ?  

A. Yes, s i r .  I was one of t h e  people t h a t  repor ted  
a t h i n g  t h a t  s e v e r a l  people heard about.  This occurred up i n  
t h e  v i l l a g e  of Khe Sanh where a man was supposedly t i e d  up 

. i n ,  o r  he ld  down i n ,  a dying r o o s t e r  o r  some damn 
p o s i t i o n  and g iven  t h e  water  t rea tment ,  supposedly t o  make 
him t a l k .  There was a r e p o r t e r  on the  scene who took a 
p i c t u r e  of t h i s .  I ' m  n o t  s u r e  i f  t h e s e  were PF o r  A R W .  
ARVN s o l d i e r s  w i t h  U.S. s o l d i e r s  i n  t h i s  v i l l a g e  de ta ined  a 
suspect  and apparent ly were g iv ing  him 'the water  t rea tment .  
This i s  j u s t  keep pouring water  down h i s  t h r o a t  u n t i l  he 
t a l k s  and i t  may have been B i l l  HALL, I ' m  n o t  s u r e  who t h e  
r e p o r t e r  was. He came back t h a t  n igh t  and repor ted  i t  t o  
m e  and I went over t o  G 3  and I' s a i d  t h i s  happened and they 
s a i d  they g o t  t h e  word on it a l ready and i t s  be ing  i n v e s t i -
ga ted .  I mentioned it t o  t h e  ch ie f  of  s t a f f  and he s a i d  
he understood t h a t  i t ' s  be ing  i n v e s t i g a t e d  r i g h t  now. 

Q. This involved Vietnamese personnel .  

A. And U.S. personnel  were p resen t .  The photograph t h a t  
was taken ,  and publ ished i n  The Washington Pos t ,  was a pic-
t u r e  of some t roops  s tanding  around while  t h i s  man was being 
g iven  t h e  t rea tment .  

Q There were c i v i l i a n  r e p o r t e r s  p r e s e n t ?  
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he stopped l a t e r  when he began t o  round up p r i s o n e r s  (pg.15). 
The only man i n  t h e  platoon wounded was CARTER (pg. 7 ) .  A s  
they moved through t h e  v i l l a g e ,  they ran i n t o  many o l d  men, 
o l d  women, and ch i ld ren  who were gathered up i n t o  groups 
(pg. 7 ) .  He guarded some along with Robert WOODS and Charles 
SLEDGE (pg. 8 ) .  They took them over t o  Lieutenant  CALLEY 
who was loca ted  t o  h i s  r i g h t  a t  t h e  edge of t h e  v i l l a g e  and 
they turned  them over  t o  him (pg. 8)  . He d i d  no t  r e c a l l  
who was with CALLEY a t  t h e  time (pg. 8 ) .  SLEDGE l a t e r  t o l d  
him t h a t  t h e  people had been s h o t  (pg. 1 6 )  and he s t a t e d  t h a t  
he l a t e r  saw t h e  bodies ,  some on a t r a i l  and some i n  a d i t c h  
(pgs.9,  1 0 ) .  He saw o t h e r  bodies  s c a t t e r e d  throughout t h e  
v i l l a g e  most of them women with l i t t l e  c h i l d r e n  (pg. 9 ) .  H e  
es t imated t h a t  he saw 40 t o  50 throughout t h e  v i l l a g e ,  i n  

-+add i t ion  t o  t h e  20 o r  30 i n  t h e  group t h a t  he has mentioned ---. 
(pg. 1 0 ) .  He agreed with h i s  s ta tement  t o  t h e  C I D  t h a t  3 

PC 

SLEDGE t o l d  him t h a t  CALLEY, John WOODS, and MEADLO s h o t  those  
people. He s t a t e d  t h a t  l a t e r  i n  t h e  day he saw merrbers of 
t h e  Nat ional  Po l i ce  shoot t h r e e  men (pg. 1 2 )  b u t  d i d  no t  see  
any American o f f i c e r s  a t  t h e  time (pg. 1 3 ) .  The wi tness  a-
never heard of Co Lay ( 2 ) .  He s t a t e d  t h a t  he was s u r p r i s e d  CV 

t h a t  they were l i f t e d  from t h e  v i l l a g e  a f t e r  s o  s h o r t  a 
pe r iod  (pg. 13)  . 
3 .  . INQUIRIES CONCERNING THE ASSAULT. 

The wi tness  d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  Colonel HENDERSON ques t ioning  
t h e  men (pg. 18)  , and remembered MEDINA sayingi  something about ' 

an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  going on (pg. 1 9 )  . 
4. OTHER INFORMATION. 

H e  f e l t  t h a t  MEDINA was a good o f f i c e r  (pg. 11) and 
CALLEY was n o t  (pg. 17) . He f e l t  CALLEY was t r y i n g  t o  a c t  
tough, bu t  was always g e t t i n g  t h e  platoon l o s t  (pg. 17) . 
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Q- Why do you t h i n k  t h e  men of  t h e  company k i l l e d  s o  
many Vietnamese c i v i l i a n s ,  i n c l u d i n g  t h e  women and c h i l d r e n ?  
Have you thought  about  t h i s  much and wondered why they  d i d  i t ?  

A. No, I h a v e n ' t .  

Q- Did you t h i n k  t h i s  i s  what t h e  company was supposed 
t o  do? 

A. No, I d i d n ' t  t h i n k  we were supposed t o  do t h a t .  

Q . Did you t a l k  it over  w i th  your f r i e n d s  and t r y  t o  
f i g u r e  o u t  what happened and why? 

A. W e  never  d i d  t a l k  about  it much a f t e r  it happened. 
W e  never  d i d  t a l k  t o o  much about  it. 

Q. I b e l i e v e  you t o l d  M r .  THOMPSON t h a t  SLEDGE t o l d  
you t h a t  L ieu t enan t  CALLEY had k i l l e d  two l i t t l e  g i r l s  o r  
b a b i e s  i n  t h e  d i t c h  t h e r e .  Do you r e c a l l  t h a t ?  This  i s  j u s t  
what SLEDGE t o l d  you now. 

A .  No, I d o n ' t  remember t h a t .  I d o n ' t  remember 
s ay ing  t h a t .  

Q. L a t e r  on t h a t  day,  d i d  you s e e  any members o f  t h e  
Nat iona l  P o l i c e  t a l k i n g  t o  some VC s u s p e c t s ?  

A. How i s  t h i s ,  t h e  Vietnamese s o l d i e r s ?  

Q Y e s .  They look l i k e  s o l d i e r ' s .  They had l i t t l e  
caps  on. 

A. Y e s ,  I know. 

Q Did you see them shoo t  anybody. 

A. I seen  them s h o o t  abou t .  t h r e e  men, about  t h r e e  
VC s u s p e c t s .  

1 2  

CONFIDENTIAL 

APP T-72 



c .  F u r t h e r  a c t i o n  on , t he  116th. 

A f t e r  t h i s  i n c i d e n t ,  he moved t o  t h e  end o f  t h e  
v i l l a g e  where t h e  company r e - f ~ r m d  and moved toward some 
o t h e r  v i l l a g e s  (pgs .  1 4 ,  1 5 ) .  I t  was wh i l e  t h e y  were on 
t h e i r  way t o  a second v i l l a g e ,  t h a t  DURSI b e l i e v e d  t h e  
c e a s e - f i r e  o r d e r  was g iven  (pg . 15) . There was no r e a l  
c o n t a c t  w i t h  t h e  VC t h a t  a f t e rnoon  (pg. 18) . The company 
moved east and l aage red  w i t h  B/4/3 n e a r  a cemetery f o r  t h e  
n i g h t  (pg.  1 8 ) .  H e  saw some Na t iona l  P o l i c e  i n t e r r o g a t i n g  
a p r i s o n e r  whom they  s h o t  a f t e r  chopping o f f  one o f  h i s  
f i n g e r s  (pg. 1 8 ) .  He d i d  n o t  s e e  any American o f f i c e r s  
i n  t h e  area (pg.  1 8 ) .  

d .  Movement on t h e  17 th .  

On t h e  morning o f  t h e  1 7 t h  t h e  f i r s t  p l a t o o n  moved 
toward H i l l  85 (pg. 22) . On t h e  way up t h e  h i l l  he saw no 
people ,  b u t  he  observed f r e s h l y  dug g raves  beyond t h e  d i t c h  
i n  which he  had seen  t h e  people  s h o t  (pg.  2 2 ) .  Many of  t h e  
houses w e r e  burned (pg. 22) . 
4 .  REPORTS O F  INWSTIGATION. 

a. BARKER'S i n t e r r o g a t i o n  a f t e r  t h e  e x t r a c t i o n .  

When h i s  h e l i c o p t e r  r e t u r n e d  t o  LZ D o t t i e ,  it w a s  
g r e e t e d  by HENDERSON and BARKER (pg. 23 )  . BARKER asked t h e  
e n t i r e  group of  f i v e  i f  t hey  had seen  any unnecessary k i l l i n g s  
i n  t h e  v i l l a g e t a n d  then  tu rned  t o  Se rgean t  BUCHANON and 
asked: "How about  you, Se rgean t?"  (pg. 23) . BUCHANON 
r e p l i e d :  " I ' d  r a t h e r  n o t  s a y ,  s i r "  (pg.  2 3 ) .  DURSI d i d  
n o t  know what BUCHANON had seen  and f e l t  t h a t  perhaps  h i s  
s t a t emen t  i n d i c a t e d  he wanted a lawyer b e f o r e  answering 
(pg. 2 9 ) .  BARKER s t r e s s e d  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  o u r  miss ion  i n  
Vietnam w a s  t o  h e l p  t h e  Vietnamese a f t e r  which he  l e f t  w i th  
HENDERSON (pg.  23) . DURSI b e l i e v e d  t h a t ,  had an o f f i c e r  
spoken wi th  t h e  men i n d i v i d u a l l y ,  t hey  would have d i scussed  
what had happened (pg. 2 9 ) .  I n  any e v e n t ,  t h e  q u e s t i o n i n g  
by BARKER made him t h i n k  an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  had been begun 
(pg. 28) . 

4 SUM APP T-64 
CONFIDENTIAL 




CONFIDENTIAL 


s t o p  a couple  of  t i m e s ,  and s h e  d i d n ' t  s t o p ,  s o ,  t h i n k i n g  
it w a s  a r i f l e ,  I f i r e d .  I d i d n ' t  s e e  t h a t  she  was c a r r y i n g  
t h e  baby o r  anyth ing ,  b u t  t h e  b u l l e t  went through h e r  and 
o u t  through t h e  baby, and I k i l l e d  t h e  two of  them. 

Q- Do you r e c a l l  any th ing  e l s e  t h a t  occu r red  about  
t h i s  t i m e  o f  t h i s  n a t u r e ?  

I 

A. Not t h a t  I know. 

Q. M r .  DURSI, do you remember what t h e  company d i d  
t h e  r e s t  o f  t h a t  day, t h e  16 th?  Our in format ion  i s  t h a t  
t h e  company moved on t o  t h e  east  and up t o  t h e  n o r t h  
a l i t t l e ,  j o ined  up w i t h  Bravo Company, and l a a g e r e d  f o r  
t h e  n i g h t  n e a r  a cemetery.  Does t h i s  f i t  i n  w i t h  your  
r e c o l l e c t i o n ?  

A. Y e s ,  i t  does .  

a .  And t h e r e  w a s  no real c o n t a c t  w i t h  VC t h a t  
a f  ternoon? 

A. There w e r e  some v i l l a g e s  r i g h t  i n  t h a t  a r e a ,  and 
we went ove r  t o  g e t  w a t e r  from t h e  a r e a  they  were i n ,  t o o .  
There w a s  no h o s t i l e  a c t i o n  t h e r e .  

Q- Did you see some Na t iona l  P o l i c e  t h a t  a f t e rnoon?  

A. Y e s ,  I did. 

Q. What were t hey  doing? 

A. From what I h e a r d ,  t hey  were i n t e r r o g a t i n g  one 
p r i s o n e r .  

Q. Did anyth ing  unusual  happen i n  t h a t  i n t e r r o g a t i o n ?  
-

A. L ike  I s a y ,  i t ' s  a l l  what I hea rd ,  b u t ,  from what 
I hea rd ,  che Na t iona l  P o l i c e  were chopping a  f i n g e r  o r  two 
o f f  t o  g e t  him t o  t a l k ,  and then  s h o t  him. 

Q- D i d  you s e e  any o f f i c e r s  around there ,  Ainer icar i  
o f f i c e r s ?  

A. I d i d n ' t  r e a l l y  s e e  it a s  t hey  were i n t e r r o g a t -
i n g  him. I s a w  them come i n ,  and t h e  r e s t  i s  what I heard .  
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marr ied  up w i t h  t h e  r e s t  of t h e  company (pg. 27) . Aroung 
1030 word had been passed from one s o l d i e r  t o  t h e  n e x t  t o  
stop t h e  s h o o t i n g  (pgs ,  9 ;  1 0 ) .  I n  a l l  he saw about  100 
bodies  i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  many of which were s c a t t e r e d  a long  t h e  
t r a i l  i n  groups of twc o r  t h r e e  (pgs.  9, 24) .  Th i s  group 
was composed of o l d  men, women, and c h i l d r e n  (pg.  24 ) .  Me 
s a w  no m i l i t a r y - a g e  males (pg. 24 ) .  The t h i r d  p l a t o o n  
d i d  n o t  t a k e  any p r i s o n e r s  (pg. 11). DUSTIN b e l i e v e d  t h e  
company avenged t h e  people  it had l o s t  b e f o r e  t h e  
a s s a u l t  (pg,  11), 

b. Movements a f t e r  l e a v i n g  My La i .  

DUSTIN d i d  n o t  remember what t h e  company d i d  
a f t e r  l e a v i n g  My L a i  (pg. 2 7 ) .  H e  b e l i e v e d  it moved 
toward t h e  ocean,  b u t  d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  t h e  bivouac w i t h  
B/4 /3  on t h e  n i g h t  of  16 March (pgs.  1 4 ,  27) . H e  remembered 
something about  Na t iona l  P o l i c e  k i l l i n g  a s u s p e c t ,  b u t  he 
r e c a l l e d  no th ing  about  a f i n g e r  be ing  removed (pg. 1 3 ) .  H e  
knew no th ing  abou t  an i n c i d e n t  a t  Co Lay (pg.  1 4 ) .  

4. I N Q U I R Y  AFTER THE ASSAULT. 

DUSTIN d i d  n o t  remember t h e  e x t r a c t i o n  on t h e  
18 th  o r  q u e s t i o n i n g  by HENDERSON (pg.  1 4 ) .  MEDINA t o l d  
t h e  company t h e r e  was going t o  be an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  and t h a t  
they  shou ld  only tall; t o  an i n v z s t i s a t i n g  o f f i c e r  (pgs .  1 4 ,  
1 5 ) .  Ne i the r  he nor  anyone e l s e  i n  t h e  company was ques t ioned  
(pgs. 15 ,  18) . Had t h e  men been p r o p e r l y  ques t ioned  t h e  
f a c t s  would have come o u t  (pgs .  19 ,  20) .  The men did n o t  
d i s c u s s  t h e  i n c i d e n t  among themselves  (pg. 1 8 ) .  DUSTIN d i d  
no t  know why t h e  i n c i d e n t  w a s  n o t  p r o p e r l y  r e p o r t e d  (pg.  1 8 ) .  

5. OTHER INFORMATION. 

a. Eva lua t ion  of  o f f i c e r s .  

DUSTIN t r u s t e d  MEDINA's judgment, b u t  was n o t  i n  a 
p o s i t i o n  t o  d e c i d e  i f  he  had c o n t r o l  of t h e  company on t h e  
16th  (pgs. 11, 1 2 )  . Lieu tenan t  LACROSS w a s  a good l e a d e r  who w a s  
f r i e n d l y  w i t h  t h e  men and e a s y  going (pgs .  21, 2 2 ) .  

b. Use of mar i juana .  

Al-though he knew t h a t  some of t h e  men used mar i juana ,  
he d i d  n o t  know i f  it was used on t h e  16 th  (pg. 22) .  There 
was a good p o s s i b i l i t y  t h a t  some of  t h e  men w e r e  "up on i t "  
t h a t  day (pg.  22) . 
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Q W e l l ,  l a t e  i n  t h e  a f t e rnoon ,  a f t e r  C h a r l i e  
Company jo ined  up w i t h  Bravo Company, t h e r e  w e r e  some 
Na t iona l  P o l i c e  t h e r e .  They w e r e  q u e s t i o n i n g  some 
VC s u s p e c t s ,  Capta in  MICHLES of Bravo Company, and 
Captain  MEDINA of C h a r l i e  Company, and some o t h e r  
o f f i c e r s .  Do you r e c a l l  any of  t h i s ?  

A .  W e l l ,  sometime i n  t h a t  a r e a ,  I remember 
t h e r e  were some Na t iona l  P o l i c e  o r  whatever ,  and it 
seems t o  me t h a t  t hey  s h o t  a s u s p e c t .  I d o n ' t  know 
i f  it was i n  connec t ion  w i t h  t h i s  o p e r a t i o n  o r  n o t .  
You were t a l k i n g  about  spending a n i g h t  i n  a grave-
yard .  I remember one n i g h t  w e  camped in--we had 
"Snoopy" f l y i n g  around us.  I d o n ' t  know it i t ' s  t h a t  
p a r t i c u l a r  n i g h t ,  b u t  w e  d i d  one n i g h t  i n  t h a t  a r e a .  

Q. I t h i n k  you probably r e c a l l  p a r t  o f  t h i s .  
We've had good ev idence  t o  t h e  e f f e c t  t h a t  t h e  Na t iona l  
P o l i c e ,  t h e r e  w e r e  two of them, ques t ioned  s e v e r a l  sus -
p e c t s  and they  e v e n t u a l l y  k i l l e d  two of them because 
they wou ldn ' t  t a l k .  A t  l e a s t  one o f - t h e m  had some 
f i n g e r s  c u t  o f f  w h i l e  h e  w a s  be ing  ques t ioned .  H e  
s t i l l  wou ldn ' t  t a l k ,  s o  they  s h o t  him. I g a t h e r  you 
d i d n ' t  s e e  t h i s ,  o r - d o n ' t  know of t h a t .  

A.  I d i d n ' t  s e e  any of t h e  f i n g e r  i n c i d e n t ,  no. 
I w a s  near the Xa-t ional  P o l i c e  a t  one time when I hea rd  
some s h o t s ,  and I found o u t  l a t e r  t h a t  t hey  had k i l l e d  
someone. I f  it w a s  t h a t  day,  I suppose then it was t h a t  
.day. 

Q A l l  o u r  i n fo rma t ion  i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  it w a s  
t h a t  day,  t h e  16 th .  Eravo Company was l i f . t e d  i n t o  
t h e  a r e a  g e n e r a l l y  e a s t  of My L a i  ( 4 )  t h a t  same day,  
and they  had c e r t a i n  o p e r a t i o n s  on t h e  16 th .  Then 
they went on t o  ano the r  a r e a  on the 17 th .  Did you 
e v e r  h e a r  about  t h e r e  be ing  some c i v i l i a n s  k i l l e d  i n  
ano the r  hamlet  over  by t h e  sea, i n  t h e  Bravo Company 
a r e a ?  
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A. But whether o r  n o t  he g o t  it from t h e  VC propa-
ganda, I d o n ' t  know. 

a- Who? a 

A. The d i s t r i c t  c h i e f .  From t h e  information I had, 
they d i d n ' t  have any p top le  opera t ing  out  i n  t h i s  P i n k v i l l e  
area.  They c o u l d n ' t  g e t  anybody i n  t h e r e .  I t  was a l l  such 
a s t r o n g  VC c o n t r o l l e d  area .  

Q. Did you e v e r  s e e  a r e p o r t  from t h e  Son My Vi l l age  
chief  t o  t h e  Son Tinh D i s t r i c t  c h i e f ?  

A. No, s i r ,  n o t  t o  my knowledge. 

Q- Did you ever  s e e  t h e  r e p o r t  t h a t  I asked about 
previous ly ,  which had been repor ted  t o  t h e  Census Grie- 
vance Committee i n  Quang Ngai? 

A .  No, s i r ,  t o  the  b e s t  of knowledge t h e  only t i m e  
I heard t h e  i n c i d e n t  mentioned was when Colonel G U I N N  
brought t h e  t h i n g  up--digcussed it a t  t h i s  morning meeting-- 
morning b r i e f i n g  was the  only time t h a t  I--

Q =  ( ~ n t e r p o s i n g )  What d i d  he say again? T e l l  me 
again,  what he s a i d .  

A. H e  mentioned something about having a VC propa-

ganda l e a f l e t  t h a t  s a i d  t h a t  Americans had k i l l e d  about,  

I b e l i e v e  t h e  f i g u r e  500 was mentioned, by a r t i l l e r y  f i r e .  

And I b e l i e v e  t h a t  during the  course of t h e  conversat ion,  

I b e l i e v e  he s a i d ,  t h a t  it came from the Son Tinh D i s t r i c t .  

This i s  a VC l e a f l e t .  


Q= What e l s e  d i d  he say? 

A .  Again t o  the  b e s t  of my memory, it seems l i k e  he 
was t r y i n g  t o  g e t  a d d i t i o n a l  information,  o r  wa i t ing  on 
a d d i t i o n a l  r e p o r t s ,  o r  something t o  t h a t  na ture .  % 

9. What a d d i t i o n a l  r epor t s?  

A. About t h i s  a l l eged  v io lence ,  people be ing  k i l l e d .  

Q- I have he re ,  one o t h e r  document which has  been en-
t e r e d  i n t o  t h e  record  as  ~ x h i b i tM-30. Not t o o  good a re-
production of a s ta tement  t h a t  was prepared,  da ted  1 4  ~ p r i l .  
Underneath however, t h e r e  i s  a c l ean  copy. I ' d  ask i f  you 've 
seen t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  document. 
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bu t  none were mil i tary-age males. The wi tness  s a w  60-70 
bodies of which 35 t o  40 were c h i l d r e n  under 1 0  yea r s  of 
age (pg. 21) . The only h e l i c o p t e r  FAGAN saw land was t h e  
one t h a t  evacuated CARTER (pg. 25) . 

c .. MEDINA' s a c t i o n s .  

About mid-way through t h e  v i l l a g e  and a f t e r  
observing nothing b u t  dead c h i l d r e n ,  women and o l d  men, 
MEDINA c a l l e d  h igher  headquasters  reques t ing  t h a t  t h e  
mission be changed from search  and des t roy  t o  search  and 
c l e a r  (pg. 19)  . This c a l l  was made p r i o r  t o  CARTER wounding 
himself (pg. 19)  . 

The f i r s t  reques t  was denied. A second reques t  
10-15 minutes l a t e r  was granted.  MEDINA t o l d  headquarters  
t h a t  t h e  enemy had l e f t  and only women and c h i l d r e n  remained 
i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  (pg. 23) . On rece iv ing  a u t h o r i t y  t o  change 
t h e  mission,  MEDINA radioed t h e  p la toon l e a d e r s  and advised 
them. They w e r e  t o l d  t o  t ake  p r i s o n e r s  and send them back 
f o r  i n t e r r o g a t i o n  (pg. 24) .  The shoot ing  stopped and C/1/20 
began t a k i n g  p r i s o n e r s  (pg. 26) . 

. FAGAN observed a Vietnamese i n t e r p r e t e r  with an 
M I  s o l d i e r .  They were i n t e r r o g a t i n g  people.  MXDINA was 
informed t h a t  t h e  VC had been t h e r e  during t h e  n i g h t  and had 
moved south.  FAGAN wi tnesses  t h e  i n t e r p r e t e r  shoot  an o l d  
Vietnamese man whom he was i n t e r r o g a t i n g  (pgs. 4 8 ,  4 9 )  . 
This occurred a f t e r  MEDINA requested a change of mission 
(pg. 2 3 ) .  

4 .  TF?EATMENT OF NVA CAPTIVES. 

A f t e r  1 6  March, ~ / 1 / 2 0  moved south i n  a cont inuat ion  o f  
i t s  search  and c l e a r  mission. They captured an enemy co lone l ,  
a NVA s o l d i e r  and a NVA nurse (pg. 2 8 ) .  No one molested t h e  
nurse.  The medic advised them t h a t  she  was s y p h i l i t i c  
(pg. 29). 

MEDINA attempted t o  e l i c i t  information from t h e  s e n i o r  
o f f i c e r  by f i r s t  employing a Russian r o u l e t t e  i n t e r r o g a t i o n  
procedure (pg. 29) . Being unsuccessfu l ,  MEDINA then p u t  t h e  
p r i soner  a j a i n s t  a t r e e  and began f i r i n g  rounds over h i s  
head each one lower than t h e  l a s t .  The p r i s o n e r  then began 
t o  t a l k  (pg. 30) .  The p r i s o n e r s  were even tua l ly  evacuated 
(pg. 3 0 ) .  
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When we  came up, headqua r t e r s  group and t h e  mor ta r  p l a toon  
and s topped on t h e  way i n t o  t h e  v i l l a g e ,  we could see t h e  
dead people  t h e r e .  But when he saw t h e  e x t e n t  of t h e ,  I 
guess you could  say c i v i l i a n s ,  I d o n ' t  l i k e  t o  use c i v i l i a n s ,  
they  could have been VC f o r  a l l  I know, b u t  t h e  e x t e n t  of 
people  k i l l e d  and t h e  type  of people ,  women and c h i l d r e n ,  
then  I know something s a i d  i n  h i s  mind: "This is  no VC 
B a t t a l i o n  o r  NVA B a t t a l i o n .  What t h e  h e l l  is  going on?" 
So c a l l i n g  up t h e  s i t u a t i o n  r e p o r t  I guess  t h e  people  t o l d  
him, you know, t h a t  t hey  w e r e n ' t  s ee ing  any NVA o r  anyth ing  
l i k e  t h i s  and t e l l i n g  him what happened, you know, c i v i l i a n s ,  
women and c h i l d r e n ,  t h i n g s  l i k e  t h i s ,  and I f o r g o t  what t h e  
q u e s t i o n  w a s  aga in .  

Q .  Cont ro l  of  t h e  u n i t ,  we  a r e  j u s t  t r y i n g  t o  d e t e r -
mine what it w a s  r e a l l y  l i k e .  From t h e  way you e x p l a i n  i t ,  
t h e r e  w a s  no problem s topp ing  t h e  unnecessary,  i f  it bras un-
necessary ,  k i l l i n g ,  once he found o u t  t h a t  t h e s e  people  w e r e  
n o t  n e c e s s a r i l y  VC o r  NVA? 

A. No. The company commander had about  t h r e e  o r  
f o u r  R T O ' s  and a  couple  of them were on company n e t .  One I 
guess w a s  on B a t t a l i o n  and one I guess  on b r igade ,  o r  t a s k  
f o r c e ,  whichever it - was, and a l l  he had t o  do was c a l l  on 
t h e  r a d i o  and t e l l  them okay. 

Q And h i s  i n s t r u c t i ~ n sx e r e  complied
wi th?  

A. R igh t ,  a f t e r  he g o t  t h e  permiss ion t o  change t o  
s ea rch  and c l e a r  everybody stopp'ed shoot ing  and we s t a r t e d  
g a t h e r i n g  up p r i s o n e r s ,  a l though  one o t h e r  guy I know, was 
s h o t  a f t e rwards .  

Q ~ h ow a s  t h a t ?  

A. -I s a w  t h e  p i c t u r e  a t  C I D ,  it was an o l d  man. 

Who s h o t  him?Q 

A, A Vietnamese guy, he w a s ,  I d o n ' t  know what h i s  
name was, he was an  i n t e r p r e t e r  I guess.  

Q A Vietnamese i n t e r p r e t e r  s h o t  him. W e l l ,  I ' l l  
show you t h e s e  photographs l a t e r  and w e ' l l  go back ove r  t h a t .  
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A. A f t e r  w e  g o t  t h o s e  wounded t h a t  n i g h t ,  t h e  f i r s t  
t h i n g  i n  t h e  morning I--1st Platoon--I t h i n k  w e  came back 
t o  t h e  hootches .  But nobody--fishemens a r e  you know--
are f a r t h e r  down, f a r  down t h e  beach,  r i g h t .  

Q e  Y e s .  

A. Then we  searched  t h e  hootches  and l e f t .  W e  took 
some p r i s o n e r s ,  I t h i n k  i t  w a s  two k i d s .  

Q =  This  w a s  t h e  nex t  day? 

A. Yeah, r i g h t .  That morning, you know, a f t e r  w e  
g o t  wounded. W e  picked them up. 

Q - And what happened? 

A. I t h i n k  w e  took them down wi th  us .  

Q- You took them down t o  t h e  beach? 

A. Yeah,--we no,  where t h e . c a p t a i n  i s .  They ques t ioned
t h e  guys,  you know, t h e  two Vietnamese. 

Q - . Well what happened, any th ing?  Were any p e c u l i a r  t ech-
n iques  used i n  t h i s  ques t ion ing?  -

Q .  No, by t h e  Vietnamese. 

A. W e l l ,  t h ey  b e a t  him up, .you know. 

Q They d i d  b e a t  him up? 

A .  Y e s .  They h i t  him a l i t t l e  b i t .  

Q. Did they  use  t h e i r  hands? 

A. Y e s .  

Q Kick him? 

A. A l i t t l e  b i t .  I remember t h a t .  
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Q- Seem t o  be p r e t t y  badly b e a t  up? 

A. No. 

Q - He wasn ' t?  Who was doing this, Vietnamese o r  
~ m e r i c a n s ?  

A .  I th ink  both.  The Vietnamese more, you know. 

Q - Do you recognize t h a t  boy? 

(Witness looked a t  Exhib i t  I?-215. ) 

A. No--oh yeah, ye ah. 

9. Who i s  he?  

A. That ' s  one of them t h a t  we picked up. 

Q That ' s  one of them t h a t  you picked up. Where's 
t h e  o t h e r  one? 

A. I don' t know. . 

Q - Is t h i s  before  o r  a f t e r  h e ' d  been i n t e r r o g a t e d ?  

A. I th ink  a f t e r .  I th ink  he was b leeding  about  t h e  
mouth, you know. 

Q Do you s e e  any blood? Well, i t ' s  a dark p i c t u r e .  
W e  have information t h a t  t h i s  man go t  away. Do you know whe-
t h e r  he g o t  away o r  no t?  Did one of them g e t  away t h a t  morn-
ing?  Escape? 

A. Maybe, because I know the  o t h e r  one d i d n ' t  g e t  
k i l l e d ,  you know. 

Q Didn ' t  g e t  k i l l e d ?  

A. I don' t know. 

Q • Did t h i s  one g e t  k i l l e d ?  

A.  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  so. 

Q. E i t h e r  one of them k i l l e d ?  
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I'm n o t  s u r e .  Then L ieu tenan t  WILLINGHAM came i n .  

Q. That would have been a month b e f o r e  t h e  o p e r a t i o n .  

A. ~ i g ht'. 

Q- Do you t h i n k  he had c o n t r o l  o f  t h a t  p l a toon?  

A, Oh, y e s .  

Q. Did h e .  know what was going on ,  up t h e r e  i n  t h a t  
v i l l a g e ?  

A. I ' m  n o t  s u r e .  I c a n ' t  remember. 

Q. Did he  s e e  t h e s e  people  b e i n g  s h o t  down coming 
o u t  o f  t h o s e  bunkers?  

A. id he  s e e  them? I can '  t remeamber. Maybe he  d i d ,  
maybe h e  d i d  n o t .  1 d o n ' t  know. 

Q. What do you t h i n k  caused t h i s  a c t i o n ?  Do you
t h i n k  i t  was d e l i b e r a t e l y  planned t o  go i n  t h e r e  and do t h i s ,  
o r  do you t h i n k  that people  just went crazy? 

NO. I t  was t h e  miss ion .  

Q You t h i n k  t h e  way it was b r i e f e d ,  t h a t  people
thought  they  w e r e  go ing  i n  t h e r e  and do t h i s  t y p e  o f  k i l l i n g ?  

A. Like  they  t o l d  them, you know, s e a r c h  and d e s t r o y ,
and k i l l  and burn.  T h a t ' s  what t h e y  d i d .  

Q. They d i d n ' t  do it a f t e r  t h a t  f i r s t  day a p p a r e n t l y ,
from what you s a y .  Aside from t h e  i n c i d e n t  on t h e  1 9 t h ,  t h e  
day a f t e r  M I L U S  was k i l l e d ,  d i d  you s e e  any U . S .  o r  ARVN t o r -
t u r i n g  VC s u s p e c t s  o r  p r i s o n e r s  of  war? 

A .. No. o n l y  when they  w e r e  q u e s t i o n i n g  t h a t  guy. 
That  was a l l .  

Q T h a t ' s  a l l ?  

A. Right.  T h a t ' s  a11 I s a w .  
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b. S p e c i f i c  i n s t r u c t i o n s  g iven .  

H e  r e c a l l e d  t h a t  t h e  o r d e r s  r e q u i r e d  t h e  f i r s t  
and second p l a t o o n s  t o  s e a r c h  and t h e  t h i r d  p l a t o o n  
t o  b e  a  b lock ing  f o r c e  (pg. 1 0 ) .  O r i g i n a l l y  t h e  o r d e r s  
were t h a t  t hey  were n o t  t o  f i r e  u n l e s s  f i r e d  upon and were 
t o  round up people  f o r  i n t e r r o g a t i o n  (pg. 1 2 ) .  

c. Opinion of t h e  P i n k v i l l e  a r e a .  

The w i t n e s s  s t a t e d  t h a t  h e  knew t h a t  t h e  P i n k v i l l e  
' area was h e a v i l y  mined and added t h a t  someone w a s  i n j u r e d  

each t i m e  . they  went i n t o  t h a t  a r e a  (pg. 9 )  . 
3 .  THE COMBAT ASSAULT. 

a. A c t i v i t i e s  on 16 March. 

The w i t n e s s  r e l a t e d  t h a t  f i r e  w a s  r e c e i v e d  bo th  
w h i l e  l and ing  and a f t e r  t h e  t r o o p s  were on t h e  ground 
(pg. 1 0 ) .  H i s  doorgunner w a s  f i r i n g  and t h e  gunsh ips  were 
f i r i n g  r o c k e t s  i n  f r o n t  o f  t h e  t r o o p s ;  however, t h e  t roops  
were n o t  f i r i n g  (pg. 11). The t r o o p s  moved through one 
sma l l  v i l l a g e  t h a t  day,  b u t  d i d  n o t  burn  i t  (pg.  15)  . H e  
d i d  r e c a l l  t h e  p re sence  of an ARVN s o l d i e r  c a l l e d  K I M  a t  
t h e  n i g h t  l a a g e r  p o s i t i o n .  H e  was accompanying C Company 
(pgs.  18 ,  1 9 ) .  The w i t n e s s  remembered some d e t a i n e e s  


wi th  C Company be ing  i n t e r r o g a t e d  by a ~ i e t n a m e s e  and a 

U.S. c a p t a i n  (pgs .  2 0 ,  21) . Though h e  wi tnes sed  no 

mi s t r ea tmen t ,  t h e  w i t n e s s  hea rd  t h a t  t h e  Vietnamese had 

b e a t e n  a  d e t a i n e e  (pg. 2 2 ) .  


b .  A c t i v i t i e s  on 17 March. 

The w i t n e s s  recounted  t h a t  a U . S .  t r o o p  h i t  a mine 
c r o s s i n g  a b r i d g e  (pg. 2 4 ) .  A f t e r  t h i s  happened t h e  w i t n e s s  
and o t h e r s  rounded up some women and made them c r o s s  t h e  
b r i d g e  t o  de te rmine  i f  it w a s  s a f e .  The women were "blown 
up" i n  c r o s s i n g  t h e  b r i d g e  (pg. 2 4 ) .  (The w i t n e s s  was n o t  
a b s o l u t e l y  c e r t a i n  t h i s  i n c i d e n t  occur red  du r ing  t h i s  
o p e r a t i o n )  (pg. 24 ) .  He s t a t e d  t h a t  f i r e  was r e c e i v e d  
from a c r o s s  t h e  r i v e r  (pg. 2 5 ) .  A f t e r  c r o s s i n g  t h e  r i v e r ,  
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b .  Use of t o r t u r e  du r ing  i n t e r r o g a t i o n s .  

The w i t n e s s  s t a t e d  t h a t  o f t - t i m e s  men o f  B and 
C Companies a s  w e l l  a s  A R V N ' s  w i th  them would m i s t r e a t  
d e t a i n e e s  (pg.  4 4 ) .  He p a r t i c u l a r l y  r e c a l l e d  Se rgean t  
KATTAWAY be ing  one who t o r t u r e d  d e t a i n e e s  (pg. 4 5 ) .  
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Q And what happened? What d id  you hear? 

A .  Well, from what I heard,  they s a i d  they had go t t en  
some, you know, they wouldn't  say anything so t h c  Viztnamesz 
guy who was supposed t o  be doing t h e  i n t e r p r e t i n g  b e a t  him o r  
something. 

Q Is t h a t  a l l ?  How about c u t t i n g  o f f  f i n g e r s ?  

A.  I d i d n ' t  hear  anything l i k e  t h a t .  

Q. How about shoot ing  them? 

A .  I d i d n ' t  hear  anything about t h a t .  

Q Well, when you s e t  up t h e  per imeter  t h a t  n i g h t ,  you 
went i n t o  your defens ive  p o s i t i o n s ,  o r  l a a g e r ,  and d i d  you hea r  
any f i r i n g ' i n s i d e  the  per imeter  t h a t  evening? 

A. No, sir .  I t h ink  we g o t  a s n i p e r  round. 

Q. One round? 

A. No, about two o r  t h r e e ,  I th ink .  

. Q. They were incoming. They weren ' t  from i n s i d e  the--

A. ( In terpos ing ) No, they were incoming. 

Q. Any o t h e r  f i r i n g  t h a t  n i g h t  t h a t  you can r e c a l l ,  
a r t i l l e r y  mortar? -

A. Yeah, I th ink  we f i r e d  back when they f i r e d  a t  us. 

Q. W a s  t h i s  i n  the - 3d .Pla toon a r e a  o r  where? 

A. No, t h i s  was i n  t h e  3d and 2d Platoon a rea .  

Q . Now, had you heard any time dur ing  t h a t  day, had 
you heard any f i r i n g  going on over by t h e  sea? 

A. I d o n ' t  t h ink  so.  

MR WALSH: When you mentioned t h e  p r i soners  being beaten,  who 
w a s  doing t h a t ?  This fe l low named KIM, o r  whatever h i s  name 
was, with t h e  dog? 
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A. Yeah, t h i s  i n t e r p r e t e r .  

Q. Was he by himself when you saw t h a t ?  

A. No, I don' t th ink  he was by himself .  

Q Who do you r e c a l l  being with him? Were t h e r e  were 
o the r  Vietnamese around? 

A. No. I t  was him, t h e  Vietnamese, and o r  American 
capta in .  

Q An American cap ta in?  ' 

A. Y e s ,  

Q. Was he kind of a sharp  d resse r?  

A. Yes, he was nea t .  He wasn' t o u t  t h e r e  with us ,  
whoever he was. 

Q. DO you remember i f  he wore a hunt ing kn i fe?  P i s t o l ?  

A .. No, s i r ,  

Q. Ever seen him before? 

A. No, sir. That was t h e  f i r s t  time I had ever  seen 
him. 

Q- What was he bea t ing  him wi th ,  h i s  f i s t s ?  

- A. H i s  hand. 

Q a Knock him down? 

A,  Once. 

Q. Did t h i s  t ake  p lace  before  you were i n  t h e  l aager  
a r e a ,  o r  was t h i s  a f t e r  you had l inked up with C Company and 
s e t  up your defens ive  p o s i t i o n  f o r  t h e  n igh t?  

A.  I th ink  t h i s  was r i g h t  a f t e r  w e  had l inked  up. 

Q. Did you s e e  Captain MEDINA a t  t h a t  time? 

A.  No, 1,d i d n ' t .  
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COL WILSON: A l l  r i g h t ,  l e t ' s  t h i n k  back now. I want t o  
know if you saw any t o r t u r i n g  of Vietnamese o r  d e t a i n e e s  by 
U.S. o r  ARVN pe r sonne l  o r  Na t iona l  P o l i c e .  

A. Not as of t h a t  d a t e .  


Q e  I mean on t h i s  o p e r a t i o n .  


A. No. 

Q - Except from what you've hea rd ,  t h i s  i s  a l l  you know 
of any mis t r ea tmen t  of PW's'and d e t a i n e e s ?  Did you hea r  of 
any r a p e s ?  

A. N o ,  sir. 

Q a  Do you have any f u r t h e r  s t a t e m e n t ,  o r  do you have 
any f u r t h e r  tes t imony t h a t  might h e l p  us on t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ?  

A. No, s ir .  

MR WALSH: I have one q u e s t i o n .  Do you remember, i n  a d d i t i o n  
t o  t a l k i n g  t o  MILUS, do you remember t a l k i n g  t o  anybody from 
t h e  1st P la toon  o r  i n  your company who was unhappy o r  com-

-	 p la ined  about  t h e  way MILUS o r  anybody i n  t h e  1st P la toon  
had k i l l e d  everybody i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  on t h e  f i r s t  day? 

A. WILLINGER, o r  WILLINGHAM, t h i s  guy named WILLINGER 
o r  WILLINGHAM complained about  something l i k e  t h a t .  

Q* W I LLINGHAM? 

A. I t h i n k  it w a s  WILLINGER. 

Q- Not L ieu tenan t  WILLINGHAM? But ano the r  f e l l o w  named 
WILLINGHAM o r  WILLINGER? What d i d  he have t o  say? 

A. W e l l ,  he s a i d  t h a t  he d i d n ' t  l i k e  t h e  way they  

were k i l l i n g  everybody. 


Q. Was he i n  t h e  1st P la toon?  

A.  I t h i n k  he was. 
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Q Do you know i f  he complained t o  anybody, any o f  t h e  
o f f i c e r s  about  i t ?  

A. H e  complained, b u t  it d i d n ' t  do much good, s o  he 
s a i d  he was going t o  w r i t e  h i s  Congressman. 

Q. How about  Te r ry  REID? Did he complain? 

A. Who? 

Q. Remember Terry  REID? 

A. No. 

Q. Anybody e l s e ?  

A. Not t h a t  I know o f .  I j u s t  remember WILLINGER. I 
t h i n k  it w a s  a g a i n s t  h i s  f a i t h  o r  something. 

COL WILSON : EBINGER? 

A. EBINGER, ye s .  I g e t  i t  r i g h t  a f t e r  a whi le .  

Q. Have you seen  EBINGER s i n c e  you have l e f t  Vietnam? 

A.  Today w a s  t h e  f i r s t  day I saw him s i n c e  I l e f t  
Vietnam, and he s t i l l  looks  t h e  same.-

Q M r .  FIELDS, i f  you have any f u r t h e r  s t a t emen t  t h a t  
might h e l p  u s ,  w e  would a p p r e c i a t e  it a t  this t i m e .  

A. Nothing else t h a t  I can t h i n k  of about  t h a t ,  b u t  
i n  o t h e r  p l a c e s  I have seen them t o r t u r e d ,  t h e  Vietnamese 
s o l d i e r  and t h e  V i e t  Cong and s o  f o r t h .  

Q Were t h e  ARVN doing t h i s  o r  U.S. 

A. Some were ARVN, some w e r e  U.  S. 

From B Company? 

A.  
. . From B Company, from C Company. 

Q - Why w e r e n ' t  they  doing it on t h i s  o p e r a t i o n ?  

A. W e l l ,  t h ey  might have been,  b u t  o u r  c a p t a i n  t o l d  
us n o t  t o  do anyth ing  l i k e  t h a t ,  b u t  when they would be away 
from him, no t e l l i n g  what they might do. 

(FIELDS) 44 APP T-283 

CONFIDENTIAL 



I 

CONFIDENTIAL 


Q- You t h i n k  your company commander would have gone 
a].ong wi th  anyth5ng l i k e  t h i s ?  

A.  NO, no. 

Q- W e l l ,  who were the men i n  t h e  company who were 

t o r t u r i n g  them a t  o t h e r  t imes? 


A .  I d o n ' t  know a l l  of them's names. The only  one I 
can f u l l y  remember i s  Sergeant  HATTAWAY. He was one who 
t o r t u r e d .  The reason  I remember him s o  w e l l  i s  t h a t  him and 
I l i k e  t o  have g o t  i n t o  it over  some "dink." I t  made m e  mad 
because t h e  guy was j u s t  s i t t i n g  t h e r e ,  you know, d i d n ' t  
have no weapon o r  anything,  and he j u s t  k e p t  k i ck ing  him, 
and I t o l d  him n o t  t o  k ick  him no more. 

Q *  Anybody e l s e ?  

A.  hat's. a l l  I remember. 

MR WALSH: Did you eve r  s e e  t h a t  c a p t a i n  t h a t  was wi th  you t h e  
f i r s t  day i n t e r r o g a t i n g  any o t h e r  time? 

A. No, I d i d n ' t .  

Q- How about  t h e  l i e u t e n a n t  t h a t  w e  showed you t h e  
picture of? Ever s e e  him on any o t h e r  occas ion  i n t e r r o g a t i n g  
p r i sone r s?  

-
A. NO, sir. 

COL WILSON: M r .  FIELDS, I r e q u e s t  that you n o t  d i s c u s s  your 
testimony i n  t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  wi th  o t h e r s ,  i nc lud ing  o t h e r  
wi tnesses  which may appear b e f o r e  t h e  board,  except  a s  you 
may be r e q u i r e d  t o  do b e f o r e  a competent l e g i s l a t i v e  o r  j u d i c i a l  
body. We're r e q u e s t i n g  t h a t  you d o n ' t  d i s c u s s  what you've 
s t a t e d  h e r e  o r  t h e  ques t ions  we've asked you t o  t h e  p r e s s  o r  . 
anyone who may appear  b e f o r e  t h e  board o r  t o  t h e  p- th l ic .  Okay? 

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

COL WILSON: Thank you very much f o r  coming. 

(The hea r ing  r ecessed  a t  1230 hours  30 January 
1970. ) 
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d. Observations of MEDINA. 

The wi tness  s t a t e d  t h a t  he considered MEDINA a good 
o f f i c e r ,  s t r i c t  and d i s c i p l i n e d ,  who be l ieved i n  t h e  Army 
and added t h a t  he f e l t  t h a t  MEDINA w a s  i n  c o n t r o l  of h i s  
company during t h e  opera t ion  (pg. 1 5 ) .  He fu r the red  t h a t  
he f e l t  MEDINA witnessed everything t h a t  he witnessed i n  t h e  . 
v i l l a g e  t h a t  day (pg. 16) .  He t e s t i f i e d  t h a t  he heard 
MEDINA speaking on t h e  r a d i o  immediately p r i o r  t o  g iv ing  t h e  
o rde r  t o  cease f i r e  and he be l ieved t h a t  an o rde r  had been 
t r ansmi t t ed  from higher  up t o  MEDINA (pgs.12, 1 3 ) .  He 
allowed t h a t  he could have been speaking with t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  
p i l o t s  (pg. 1 8 ) .  He noted t h a t  most of t h e  f i r i n g  had d ied  
down by t h e  t ime t h e  mder was g iven ,  s i n c e  t h e r e  was nothing 
l e f t  t o  shoot  (pg. 17) . 

e. Actions a s  a medic. 

The wi tness  t e s t i f i e d  t h a t  although he was n o t  i n  . 
CARTER'S p l a toon ,  he was c a l l e d  on t o  g ive  a i d  s i n c e  he was 
near  him when he was wounded (pg. 8 ) .  He heard t h a t  CARTER 
was t r y i n g  t o  unjam h i s  weapon t h a t  WIDMER had jammedl when it 
went o f f .  He thought tha t  t h i s  was merely a s t o r y  t o  keep 
CARTER from g e t t i n g  an A r t i c l e  15 f o r  purposely d i s a b l i n g  him-
s e l f  (pg. 8 ) .  He noted t h a t  t h e  o rde r  t o  cease f i r e  came 
from MEDINA s h o r t l y  a f t e r  CARTER was evacuated (pg. 12). 
He t e s t i f i e d  t h a t  he was never c a l l e d  on t o  he lp  any 
Vietnamese by e i t h e r  t h e  Vietnamese o r  by U.S. troop2 t h a t  
day. Most of t h e  Vietnamese he saw were obviously dead 
(pg. 1 9 ) .  He opined t h a t  most dea ths  were caused by r i f l e  
f i r e  a t  c l o s e  range (pg. 2 0 )  . He noted t h a t  he saw only 
two l i v e  Vietnamese t h a t  day, a small  g i r l  and a  small  boy 
(pgs 2 0 ,  2 1 ) .  

f .  Captain KOTOUC and t h e  Nat ional  Po l i ce .  

A t  t h e  n i g h t  l a a g e r  p o s i t i o n  t h e  wi tness  s t a t e d  t h a t  
he saw a Nat ional  Policemarl shoot  a  Vietnamese p r i s o n e r  
(pg. 2 1 )  . He s t a t e d  t h a t  he saw t h e  p o l i c e  t ake  t h e  VC 
suspec t  over  t o  a d i t c h ,  throw him i n ,  and then shoot  him 
(pg. 30) .  He s t a t e d  t h a t  he d i d  not  know a Captain KOTOUC, 
b u t  he added t h a t  t h e r e  was a cap ta in  p r e s e n t  who witnessed 
t h i s  shoot ing (pg. 2 9 ) .  
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A. Most of  them, I ' d  s a y ,  were r i f l e .  

MR WEST: M r .  FLORES, can you remember what t h e  company 
d i d  l a t e r  t h a t  d a y . a f t e r  l e a v i n g  t h e  hamlet  of  My La i  ( 4 ) ?  
Do you remember moving towards t h e  e a s t ,  j o i n i n g  up wi th  
B/4/3  where you l a a g e r e d  i n  f o r  t h e  n i g h t ?  

A. Y e s ,  w e  m e t  up wi th  Bravo Company and a 
Vietnamese b a t t a l i o n  o r  company o r  something,  and w e  
j u s t  s e t  up a b i g  A0 f o r  t h e  n i g h t .  

Q Did you see any Na t iona l  P o l i c e  a t  t h i s  
t i m e  ? 

A. Y e s ,  t h e y  w e r e  t h e r e  too .  They had some 
Vietnamese t h e y  had cap tu red ;  V C ' s .  

Q And they  were i n t e r r o g a t i n g  them? 

A. Y e s ,  t h e y  were i n t e r r o g a t i n g  them and t h e n  
they  s h o t  them. 

Q How many di 'd t h e y  shoot?  
-

A. No, t h e y  d i d n ' t  shoot  a l l  of them because 
they  had them t h e r e - - a l l  n i g h t .  I t h i n k  t h e y  covered 
t h e i r  heads  and a l l ,  b u t  I remember t hey  s h o t  one 
because I s a w  them shoot .  

Q You saw them shoo t  one of  them? 

A. I saw t h e  Na t iona l  Policeman shoo t .  

Q = Do you remember what t h e  company d i d  t h e  
nex t  few days ,  on t h e  1 7 t h  and 18 th?  

A. I t h i n k  we went on through P i n k v i l l e ,  My Lai  (6), 
and a l l .  W e  c ro s sed  t h e  b r i d g e  and went on t o  ano the r  
v i l l a g e .  That's when MEADLO had h i s  f o o t  blown up. 
I remember we reached t h e  beach and t h e n  w e  t u r n e d  
around and came back. 

Q - You moved s o u t h  and you h i t  t h e  bay down 
t h e r e  a t  t h e  mouth of  t h e  r i v e r  and went back up 
and s p e n t  a n o t h e r  n i g h t  i n  t h e  f i e l d .  But on t h e  
1 7 t h ,  d i d  you encoun te r  any enemy r e s i s t a n c e  a t  a l l ?  
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Q -When Capta in  MEDINA t a l k e d  t o  t h e  t r o o p s ,
d i d  he  f i r e  them up? Was he dynamic? How d i d  he 
t a l k  t o  t h e  t r o o p s ?  

A.  I t h i n k  it was more emotional .  Everybody 
was p r e t t y  down i n  t h e  dumps. W e  had l o s t  a l o t  of 
guys and h a d n ' t  had a chance t o  f i g h t  y e t .  And a l l  
w e  had been doing--he k i n d  o f  g o t  t o  you l i k e ,  "now's 
ou r  b i g  chance." I t  w a s n ' t  r e a l l y  t o  t r y  t o  f i r e  you 
up o r  something. I guess  t h a t ' s  what he was t r y i n g  
t o  do,  b u t  he w a s n ' t  r e a l l y  y e l l i n g  o r  any th ing  e l s e .  
H e  was j u s t  t e l l i n g  us  t h e  whole d e a l ,  t e l l i n g  you 
why w e  had t o  do t h i s ,  t r y i n g  t o  make you unders tand .  
I d o n ' t  know, h e  s c a r e d  me. 

Q H e  s c a r e d  you, b u t  do you t h i n k  he succeeded 
i n  f i r i n g  up some of  t h e  r i f l emen?  

A. Y e s ,  he  d i d .  

Q You know t h e s e  guys. You're w i t h  them 
a l l  t h e  t i m e .  Did they  seem ready t o  move o u t ?  Did 
he t a l k  a l o t  about  t h i s  g e t t i n g  even? 

A. H e  d i d n ' t  t a l k  about it b u t  I t h i n k  t h i s  
i s  what he  meant, you know, now's our  chance t o  g e t  
even w i t h  C h a r l i e .  

Q , .When you s a w  t h o s e  Na t iona l  P o l i c e  shoo t  
t h o s e  VC suspec ts - -

A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  I s a w  them shoo t  one. 

Q Were t h e r e  any o f f i c e r s  around t h e r e  t h a t  
could have seen  t h a t ?  

A .  Maybe L ieu tenan t  LACROSS, I d o n ' t  know. 

Q Do you know Captain  KOTOUC? 

A. I t h i n k  some c a p t a i n  was w i t h  them, ques t ion -
ing .  I d o n ' t  know who it was. 
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Q. . Was t h e r e  a c a p t a i n  around t h e r e ?  

A. I t h i n k  t h e r e  was, ano the r  c a p t a i n .  

Q. How about  Capta in  MEDINA, w a s  he around 
t h e r e  anywhere? 

W e l l ,  I t h i n k  t h e y  had them r i g h t  aroundA. 
t h e  command d e a l .  I remember t h e y  had them over  t h e r e  
on t h e  s i d e  q u e s t i o n i n g  them a l l .  The Na t iona l  P o l i c e  
w a s  q u e s t i o n i n g  them. T h e . n e x t  t h i n g  I saw they  w a s  
b r i n g i n g  them ove r  t o .  a - d i t c h ,  a l i t t l e  d i t c h  t h e r e ,  
and threw them i n  t h e r e  and s h o t  them. 

Q When MEDINA g o t  you people  t o g e t h e r  and 
s a i d  h e ' d  back you up, what do you t h i n k  he meant 
by t h a t ?  Would you go i n t o  t h e  impress ion you and 
t h e  o t h e r  s o l d i e r s  had a f t e r  MEDINA t a l k e d  t o  you? 

A. A l l  w e  heard  was t h a t  t h e r e  was an i n v e s t i -
g a t i o n  t h a t  was coming down. To me, I t h i n k  he w a s  
s c a r e d  t h a t  people  were going t o  t a l k  t o o  much and 
blow it up and a11  t h i s  s t u f f .  H e  was t r y i n g  t o  t e l l  
us t o  keep q u i e t ,  t h a t  he ' d  t a k e  c a r e  of t h i n g s .-
Q. H e  g o t  t h e  whole company t o g e t h e r  a t  D o t t i e  
f o r  t h i s ?  

A. I t h i n k  he d id .  

Q Did he t a l k  about  any o t h e r  s u b j e c t s ?  

A. No. 

Q I t  was j u s t  t h i s  s u b j e c t  t h a t  he t a l k e d  
about?  

A. *I d o n ' t  remember. I t h i n k  t h i s  was t h e  
only  one I remember, t h a t  he g o t  us  t o g e t h e r  and t a l k e d  
about. H e  m i g h t  h a v e  t a i k e d  about  something ininor 
but--

Q. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  But t h i s  was t h e  main  s u b j e c t ?  
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some Vietnamese were seen 500 meters away and were f i r e d  
upon b u t  were n o t  h i t  (pgs.  23, 2 4 ) .  The wi tness  r e c a l l e d  
see ing  National  P o l i c e  p r e s e n t  (pg. 24) .  He s t a t e d  t h a t  
he s a w  t h e  p o l i c e  i n t e r r o g a t i n g  t h e  p r i s o n e r s  and he 
f e l t  t h a t  " they t r e a t e d  them p r e t t y  rough" (pg. 24) .  There 
was an American o f f i c e r  wi th  them a t  t h i s  t ime b u t  he d i d  
n o t  know who it  was nor could he d e s c r i b e  him (pg. 2 4 )  . 
He r e c a l l e d  an American i n t e r r o g a t i n g  a  Vietnamese and 
he s t a t e d  t h a t  " they c u t  one guy ' s  e a r  o r  c u t  h i s  neck o r  
something" (pg. 25) . He s t a t e d  t h a t  he a l s o  remembered 
see ing  them chop one of t h e  man's f i n g e r s  o f f  (pg. 25) .  
i his was done by an ,American n o t  by t h e  Nhtional P o l i c e  
(pg. 25) .  The wi tness  was s tanding  f i v e  t o  t e n  f e e t  
away from t h e  i n c i d e n t  (pg. 25) .  The wi tness  s t a t e d  t h a t  
t h e  ~ a t i o n a l  P o l i c e  then took t h e  p r i s o n e r s  behind some t r e e s  
and s h o t  a l l  b u t  one of thein (pg. 2 6 )  . He es t imated  t h a t  
t e n  p r i s o n e r s  were t h e r e  i n  t h e  beginning (pg. 26) .  The 
wi tness  s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e  p r i s o n e r s  were picked up about 
mid -afternoon when they met with B Company (pg. 27) . 

h. V i s i t i n g  o f f i c e r s .  

The wi tness  s t a t e d  t h a t  he r e c a l l e d  a l i e u t e n a n t  
co lone l  landing i n  a  h e l i c o p t e r  (pg. 2 8 ) .  He d i d  n o t  know 
who it  was and could no t  remember i f  t h e  person spoke with 
MEDINA (pg. 2 8 ) .  The h e l i c o p t e r  wai ted f o r  t h e  o f f i c e r  
(pg. 28) .  The w i t e s s  could n o t  say i f - o n l y  one o f f i c e r  
g o t  o f f  (pg. 2 9 ) .  He d i d  n o t  know i f  t h e  ~ a t i o n a l  p o l i c e  
came on t h e  same h e l i c o p t e r  o r  n o t  (pg. 29) . 

The wi tness  s t a t e d  t h a t  n e i t h e r  MEDINA nor anyone 
e l s e  spoke wi th  him about what happened a t  My Lai  ( 4 )  
(pgs. 2 9 ,  30 ) .  He d i d  r e c a l l  MEDINA informing them t h a t  
they were having a  br igade  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  (pg. 3 0 ) .  MEDINA 
t o l d  them "not  t o  say anything about  what happened" and 
a l s o  t o l d  them t h a t  only he would t a l k  about it (pg. 3 0 ) .  
The wi tness  had t h e  impression t h a t  they were n o t  t o  say 
anything t o  any i n v e s t i g a t i n g  o f f i c e r s  (pg. 30) . He d i d  
n o t  r e c a l l  whether he was t o l d  t h i s  be fo re  o r  a f t e r  t h e  
e x t r a c t i o n  (pgs.  3 0 ,  31) . The wi tness  d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  t h e  
h e l i c o p t e r  being met by an  o f f i c e r  a t  LZ ~ o t t i e  (pg. 31) . 
The wi tness  d id  n o t  r e c a l l  any d i scuss ions  among t h e  men 
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. 
t h a t .  I remember t hey  took t h e  machingun o u t  t h e r e  and 
t r i e d  t o  shoo t  a t  them, b u t  t hey  d i d n ' t  g e t  them. 

Q From t h e  t i m e  you l e f t  My Lai  ( 4 )  , u n t i l  you 
l aage red  i n  f o r  t h e  n i g h t  was t h e r e  any more shoo t ing  o r  
burn ing  of v i l l a g e s  o r  h u t s ?  

A. I c o u l d n ' t  say  f o r  s u r e .  

Q On t h e  evening of  t h e  1 6 t h  do you recal l  s e e i n g  
any Nat iona l  Policemen t h e r e ?  

A. Y e s .  

Q Do you know i f  t h e  company had cap tu red  any 
suspec t ed  VC o r  NVA? 

A* Y e s ,  t hey  had. 

Q Did you see t h e  Na t iona l  P o l i c e  i n t e r r o g a t i n g  
t h e  p r i s o n e r s ?  

A. Y e s .  

Q Did you see anyth ing  t r a n s p i r e ,  a s  t o  how they  
were t r e a t i n g  them o r  anyth ing  e l s e  of t h i s  n a t u r e ?  

A. W e l l ,  t h ey  t r e a t e d  them p r e t t y  rough. 

Q Was t h e r e  an American o f f i c e r  w i t h  them a t  t h i s  
t ime? 

A. Y e s .  

Q. Do you know who he was? 

A. NO, sir. 

Q Could you d e s c r i b e  him? 

N o ,  s i r ,  I c o u l d n ' t .  

Q- Did you see him do anything? 
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A. Well, .they were shot .  

Q They were shot?  

A. I be l i eve .  

Q e  Shot by whom? 

A. I t h i n k  it was by t h e  Nat ional  P o l i c e ,  
but  I c a n ' t  s ay ,  because I know t h e  National  Po l i ce  took them 
behind some t r e e s  and s t u f f ,  took them o f f  a ways from where 
we were. 

Q A t  t h i s  time was it dark o r  l i g h t ?  

A. I t  w a s  s t i l l  l i g h t .  

Q Do you know approximately,  how many of these  
p r i s o n e r s  were shot?  

A. A l l  bu t  one of them. 

Q A l l  bu t  one. Well, how many is  a l l ?  

A. I be l i eve  t h e r e  was 10 o f ,  them t h e r e  t o  s t a r t  
with.  

Q. lo? 
I -

A. I th ink  so ,  i f  I can remember. There was one t h a t  
s a i d  he w a s  something l i k e  a  preacher  o r  something l i k e  t h a t .  

Q. On t h e  day of the  16 th ,  now, do you r e c a l l  i f  t he  
company was v i s i t e d  by anybody from Task Force Barker,  the  
br igade ,  o r  t h e  d i v i s i o n ?  

A. Well, yes ,  some o f f i c e r s  came down. 

Q This was on t h e  16 th ,  now? 

A, .  Y e s ,  s i r ,  I be l i eve .  

Q. Was t h i s  i n  t h e  morning o r  af ternoon? 
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A .  C~nte rpos ing)  Demolished. 

Q- A 1 1  t h e  houses? 

A. . The houses were demolished. There were q u i t e  a 
few VC entrenchements t h e r e ,  I t  showed where they had been 
digging and t h i s  was a VC v i l l a g e  and dug i n  t o  be defended. 
What I mean by t h a t ,  around t h e  v i l l a g e  you s e e  a l o t  of fox 
ho les  and as  you come on up some of t h e s e  pa ths  you see  a l o t  
of tunnels  l ead ing  i n t o  houses and th ings .  This was a t y p i c a l  
VC v i l l a g e .  

Q- F o r t i f i e d  v i l l a g e ?  

A. F o r t i f i e d  v i l l a g e ,  t h a t ' s  what it was. 

Q- You say you k i l l e d  a p i g  i n  the re .  Did you s e e  
many animals around i n  t h e r e  a t  a l l ?  

A. They had chickens and s t u f f .  I n  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  
s p o t  r i g h t  h e r e ,  one of my s o l d i e r s ,  Vietnamese s o l d i e r s ,  
caught a p ig .  They had about t h r e e  p igs  t h e r e ,  a l i t t l e  
white  one and he s h o t  him. Of course I t a l k e d  t o  my 
Vietnamese commander, and I t o l d  h i m  t h i s  i s  no t  r i g h t .  
They s h o u l d n ' t  do t h i s .  H e  agreed and s o r t  of kicked t h e  
s o l d i e r .  A t y p i c a l  on-the-spot remedy.- H e  j u s t  kicked him. 
I n  t h e  meantime, we wrapped up a l l  t h e  t h r e e  p igs  and we 
brought them back. Working with t h e  RF/PF, t h i s  i s  how 
they opera te .  Half of my time o u t  h e r e ,  i n  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  
a r e a ,  t h a t ' s  where I was. The reason f o r  pushing out  t h i s  
f a r  was because of t h e  chopper and p lane  t h a t  went down over 
here .  My t roops  sea led  o f f  t h e  a r e a  and f rank ly  we d i d n ' t  
g e t  too  much f a r t h e r  from t h a t .  Not t o o  much f a r t h e r  a f t e r  
we walked i n t o  there. .  But we were g e t t i n g  a heck of a l o t  
of it when you ' r e  s tanding  over  he re  t r y i n g  t o  go i n  t h i s  
a rea .  There w a s  another  element somewhere g e t t i n g  mortar 
o r  something. But we were g e t t i n g  a l o t  of f i r e  from t h i s  
v i l l a g e  because we walked i n  with about 200 o r  300 RF/PF 
t roops ,  and nothing. 

Q ~ h a t ' s b e e nvery h e l p f u l .  

A. This  time frame should be about t h e  middle of--
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t hey  could  care less, t o  p u t  it q u i t e  b l u n t l y .  I f  a c h i l d  g o t  
k i l l e d ,  if a woman g o t  k i l l e d ,  t h e  Vietnamese w e r e  n o t  t o o  . 
concerned i f  i t ' s  VC t e r r i t o r y .  

Q. So they  r e a l l y ,  once you pas s  beyond t h e  c i t a d e l ,  
o r  Hoa My, t h e  people  w e r e n ' t  t o o  concerned from t h e r e  on o u t .  
Would they  have been concerned about  even a l a r g e r  number of  
people  g e t t i n g  k i l l e d ?  

A. They wouldn ' t  be  concerned. They would s a y ,  
" W e l l ,  t h e s e  a r e  VC. " Now when t h e  prov ince  c h i e f  s a y s  t h e  
a r e a  i s  VC c o n t r o l l e d ,  when he g i v e s  t h a t  t o  h i s  many channe ls  
of communication, t e l l s  t h e  people  t o  move o u t  and they  d o n ' t  
move o u t ,  a t  a c e r t a i n  d a t e  t h e y ' r e  s t i l l  t h e r e ,  they  c o n s i d e r  
them vC. T h i s  i s  t h e  a t t i t u d e  from t h e  l i e u t e n a n t ,  t h e  
majors ,  t h e  s e r g e a n t s ,  people  whom I work wi th .  This  i s  n o t  
t h e  American view. Th i s  i s  t h e  way t h e  people  t h i n k .  They 
t e l l  you t o  g e t  o u t  o f  an area, you d o n ' t  do it a f t e r  a 
c e r t a i n  d a t e ,  y o u ' r e  VC. This  i s  where one of o u r  problems 
i n  t h e  adv i so ry  f i e l d .  W e  t e l l  them; j u s t  because--maybe they  
d i d n ' t  g e t  t h e  word, you j u s t  c a n ' t  a r b i t r a r i l y  say a person 
i s  a VC. W e  g o t  i n t o  q u i t e  a b i t  of t r o u b l e  t a l k i n g  t o  o u r  
c o u n t e r p a r t s .  You j u s t  d o n ' t  f i g u r e  people  t o  be VC on t h a t .  

Q. W e l l ,  you were encouraged by MACV t o  t r y  t o  a t  
l e a s t  encourage tnem t o  apply t h e  same r u l e s  of  engagement 
which w e  used and a t  the same degree  of p r o t e c t i o n  f o r  non 
combatants which w e  use .  This  was passed o u t  on t o  a l l  
p rov ince  adv i so ry  groups.  I can show you t h e  message which 
came o u t .  You undoubtedly wouldn ' t  s e e  t h e  message b u t  you 'd  
g e t  t h e  word. 

A.  A s  I s a y ,  i n  my exper ience  as an a d v i s o r ,  t h e  
b i g g e s t  problem was convincing t h e  Vietnamese themselves  
t h a t  you have t o  t rea t  your  f e l l ow Vietnamese w i t h  human 
care. Frankly ,  t hey  have t h e i r  own r u l e s  and t h e  
way they  p l ay  t h e  game, i f  you a r e  behind a c e r t a i n  l i n e ,  
a w a l l ,  y o u ' r e  on t h e  o t h e r  side, y o u ' r e  VC. They have no 
compunction about  k i l l i n g .  They show no mercy, and t h e  on ly  
t ime  they  w i l l  show any t y p e  of  r e s t r a i n t  is when an 
American is  with them. 

Q. So, if any th ing  had happened t h e r e  t hey  wou ldn ' t  
have had any a r e a l  r ea son  f o r  b e i n g  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  it o r  
i n v e s t i g a t i n g  it o r  o the rwi se .  
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A. No. No, they look a t  t h e  a t t i t u d e  of t h e  p o l i t i c a l  
l e v e l ,  I would s a y  t h a t  i f  t h e  province chief  gave permission 
f o r  an American u n i t  t o  opera te  i n  t h e r e  and t h a t  was known 
VC t e r r i t o r y ,  anything k i l l e d  t h e r e ,  they 'd  have been p a t t e d  
on t h e  back, good, good. The i n c i d e n t  of i n v e s t i g a t i n g  where 
you massacred people never comes up. From t h e  Vietnamese 
s t andpo in t  t h i s  i s  t h e  way they look a t  it. 

Q W e l l ,  d id  you, i n  your con tac t .  with the  Vietnamese, 
e v e r  hea r  that something o u t  of t h e  ord inary  had taken p l a c e  
ou t  i n  t h i s  a rea?  Think c l e a r l y ;  i n  Tu Cung, Co Luy, i n  Son 
My Vi l l age  o r  any of these  names t h a t  s o r t  of come back t o  
your mind now, dea l ing  with i t ?  

A. The a c t i v i t i e s  of anything ou t  of the  ord inary  is 
probably t h e  a c t i o n  of t h e  VC blowing up someone's house, b u t  
nothing American. 

Q- 'You never heard about a r t i l l e r y  f i r e ,  f o r  example,' 
k i l l i n g  s e v e r a l  hundred o r  anything of t h i s  na tu re?  

A. No. 

Q . Did you ever  hea r  an American a t  province,  a t  Son 
Ting D i s t r i c t  o r  ARVN I1 Corp advisory graup and s o  f o r t h  
t a l k  about any information they may have?-

A. No, I never heard them. Never heard them talk 
about t h a t ,  t h a t  we had ind i sc r imina te ly  f i r e d  on them with 
a r t i l l e r y  o r  h u r t  them unusual ly.  

Q Did you ever  s e e  any VC propaganda? 

A. Yes, I ' v e  seen VC propaganda. 

Q Did you ever  s e e  any t h a t  focused on Tu Cung? 

A. No. 

Q I'll show you a couple p ieces  of propaganda t h a t  
were ou t  a t  t h i s  time and s e e  i f  you ever  heard of anything 
like t h i s .  I have he re  Exhibi t  R-1,  da ted  2 4  A p r i l ,  and I ' l l  
show you an attachment t o  it, which i s  a p iece  of VC propagan-
da. W e  have some i n d i c a t i o n  t h a t  t h i s  came o u t  i n  l e a f l e t  
form b u t  we have o t h e r  i n d i c a t i o n s  t h a t  t h i s  came out  i n  
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move ou t .  These people moved o f f  t o  t h e  west-southwest 
(pgs.  11, 15,  45) .  The witness  opined t h a t  t h e  c e a s e - f i r e  
o rde r  came down a f t e r  CARTER was wounded ( t h e  l o g  i n d i c a t e s  
t h a t  t h i s  would have been 1020 hours ) (pg .  1 6 ) .  

( 4 )  The wi tness  s t a t e d  t h a t  h i s  p la toon then moved 
'back i n t o  My Lai ( 4 )  which had been f i r e d  by t h e  3d p la toon.  
The hootches were burning when he g o t  t h e r e ,  and he saw 
bodies  l y i n g  everywhere, inc luding  some i n  t h e  hootches 
t h a t  had burned (pgs. 8 ,  11, 1 2 ) .  

(5)  The wi tness  s t a t e d  t h a t  no one i n  h i s  platoon 
was i n j u r e d ,  b u t  t h a t  he d i d  p u t  a  bandage on a  young 
Vietnamese boy (pgs. 1 2 ,  13) . 

(6)  The witness  t e s t i f i e d  t h a t  although he was n o t  
s u r e  of  t h e  d a t e ,  it might have been 1 6  March when he saw 
some National  Po l i ce  shoot  some de ta inees  whanthey were 
i n t e r r o g a t i n g  (pg. 2 2 ) .  He s t a t e d  t h a t  they were s h o t  i n s i d e  
t h e  per imeter  which had been s e t  up and t h e  company commander 
was upse t ,  because he was a f r a i d  some U . S .  f o rces  might be 
h u r t  by t h e  s h o t s  (pg. 2 2 ) .  He noted t h a t  he d i d  not  know 
Captain KOTOUC (pg. 2 2 )  .' 

c.  Ear ly  te rminat ion  of t h e  o ~ e r a t i o n .  

The wi tness  s t a t e d  t h a t  everyone imagined t h a t  t h e  
opera t ion  was going t o  be a r a t h e r  lengthy one, although no 
one had- given them a  p a r t i c u l a r  schedule (pgs. 1 2 ,  26, 2 7 )  . 
He explained t h a t  t h e  men had gr iped  about being s e n t  on a 
t e n  day opera t ion  t h a t  would be extended f o r  a  longer  per iod .  
Captain MEDINA then q u i t  t e l l i n g  them t h e  planned length  
of  t h e  opera t ion ,  t e l l i n g  them t h a t  they  could n o t  then 
complain (pg. 26) .  However, t h e  wi tness  s t a t e d  t h a t  every- 
one had t h e  impression t h a t  t h i s  would be a lengthy 
opera t ion ,  about 15 days (pg. 26) .  He s t a t e d  t h a t  he took 
18 magazines o f  ammunition, although he normally c a r r i e d  
only t h r e e ,  and t h a t  he doubled h i s  medical supp l i e s  f o r  
t h e  mission (pg. 1 2 )  . Be t e s t i f i e d  t h a t  when they were 
taken i n  from t h e  f i e l d  e a r l y ,  rumor had it t h a t  a 
h e l i c o p t e r  p i l o t  had complained of  t h e  events  i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  
and they were t o  be quest ioned when they re tu rned  (pg. 26) .  

3. INQUIRIES CONCERNING THE ASSAULT. 

a .  I n q u i r i e s .  

(1) The wi tness  t e s t i f i e d  t h a t .  upon t h e  r e t u r n  of  
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B/4/3 and set  up f o r  t h e  n i g h t  around a graveyard.  
Some Nat iona l  P o l i c e  had joined by t h i s  t i m e ,  and 
they were ques t ion ing  some VC suspec ts .  

A. Did anybody say they were robed? I mean 
l i k e  monks? Because I remember t h a t  one t i m e  w e  cap-
t u r e d  1 2  o r  s o ,  and t h e s e  guys were monks. They looked 
l i k e  monks, anyway. They really--you know, l i k e  a 
monk. Some w e r e  d re s sed  a s  Vietnamese v i l l a g e r s .  

Q W e  have n o t  had any test imony l i k e  t h a t .  
Did you s e e  t h e  same National  P o l i c e  ques t ion ing  'some 
VC suspec t s  on t h e  1 6 t h  of March? 

A. I c a n ' t  remember. I remember one t i m e  t h a t  
some of them were--it might have been t h e  same day,  
b u t  t h e  one t h a t  is  c l e a r e s t  i n  my mind is t h a t  t h e s e  
policemen took about two o r  t h r e e  of them o u t  t h e r e  
and s h o t  them b e f o r e  anybody s t a r t e d  t a l k i n g .  And 
I remember t h e  company commander go t  mad because t h e s e  
p o l i c e  were j u s t  shoot ing ,  you know, they were shoot ing  
i n s i d e  t h e  per imeter .  W e  had men o u t s i d e ,  and he was 
mad t h a t  someone might g e t  h u r t ,  you know. And I c a n ' t  
remember i f  it was t h e  same t i m e  o r  n o t .  I d i s t i n c t l y  
remember cap tu r ing  some p r i s o n e r s  when we h i t  t h e  c o a s t ,  
and Captain MZDIKA had what tu rned  o u t  t o  be a p la toon  
l e a d e r ,  a young k i d ,  and a g i r l .  And t h e  boy may 
have been 1 6  o r  17. 

Q Right.  That took p l a c e  on t h e  next  day,
t h e  1 7 t h ,  I b e l i e v e .  

A. _ Right.  

Q Going back t o  t h e  1 6 t h ,  and where you saw t h e  
Nat iona l  P o l i c e .  Do you remember, o r  d i d  you know Lieu tenan t  ( s i c )  
KOTOUC of t h e  S2 of  Task Force Barker? 

A. No, sir.  
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SUMMARY OF TESTIMONY 

WITNESS: GAVAN, W i l l i a m  H. MAJ 

DATE OF TESTIMONY: 18 February 1970 

PLACE OF TESTIMONY: Pentagon 

WITNESS SUSPECTED OF: N/A 

COUNSEL: None 

DUTY ASSIGNMENT ON 16 MARCH 1968: Sen io r  Advisor f o r  t h e  
Quang Ngai P r o v i n c i a l  Reconnaissance U n i t ,  Quang Ngai 
Province ,  Republ ic  of Vietnam. 

1. BACKGROUND INFORMATION. 

The w i t n e s s  worked o u t  of Quang ~ g a i  C i t y  throughout  
a l l  s i x  lowland d i s t r i c t s  o f  t h e  p rov ince  (pg. 2 ) .  H e  had 
t w o  18-man teams of  PRU i n  Son ~ i n h  ~ i s t r i c t ,and 
o c c a s i o n a l l y  two 18-man PIRU teams (pg. 2 ) .  H e  exp la ined  
t h e i r  miss ion  (pgs .  3 ,  4 ) .  H e  a l so  worked w i t h  M r .  Dale 
SYZSK of t h e  Census Grievance Team (pg.  1 5 ) .  M r .  RAMSDELL 
l e f t  two weeks b e f o r e  t h e  w i t n e s s  e n t e r e d  t h e  Embassy House 
compound (pg .18 ) .  M r .  KEATING gave him guidance (pg.  1 8 ) .  
M r .  Le HUNG w a s  t h e  deputy PRU commander (pg. 1 9 ) . 
M r .  Nguyen BE w a s  t h e  PIRU commander (pg.  1 9 ) .  

2.  KNOWLEDGE OF THE OPERATIONAL AWA. 

a. My L a i  ( 4 ) .  

The area was a h i g h  r i s k  one w i t h  many VC (pg .5 ) .  
H e  d e s c r i b e d  h i s  mi s s ions  i n  t h e  P i n k v i l l e  a r e a  and po in t ed  
o u t  . t h a t  h i s  team w a s  ambushed on t h e i r  f i r s t  t r i p  i n t o  
P i n k v i l l e  by t h r e e  VC w i t h  claymore mines (pgs .  5-7) . He 
was i n  My Lai  ( 4 )  on a s n a t c h  o p e r a t i o n  i n  November 1968 
(pg. 7)  . H e  d e s c r i b e d  the area as h e a v i l y  mined (pg. 7)  . 

H e  w a s  i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  abou t  1700 hours  and s a w  many c i v i l i a n s  
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going through t h e  a r e a  on ~ i g h w a y  521 (pg. 8 ) .  A l l  t h e  
houses were abandoned and t h e  v i l l a g e  was vo id  of c i v i l i a n s  
(pg. 8 ) .  The w i t n e s s  found d i s c a r d e d  American equipment 
i n  t h e  a r e a ,  and t h u s  knew t h a t  f o r c e s  had been i n  t h e  
a r e a  (pg. 9 ) .  He h e a r d  no complaints  about  an  ~ m e r i c a n  
o p e r a t i o n  (pg.  9 ) .  The on ly  rumor t h a t  h e  hea rd  w a s  du r ing  
a cordon and s e a r c h  i n  February 19 69 (pg. 10)  . I t  was a 
VC rumor t h a t  t h e  Americans had dumped bod ie s  i n t o  t h e  ocean 
(pg. 1 0 )  . H e  h e a r d  no th ing  abou t  an o p e r a t i o n  i n  March 1968 
(pg. 1 0 ) .  H e  s t a t e d  h i s  i n fo rma t ion  i n  t h e  a r e a  w a s  good 
(pg. 1 ) .  H e  s t a t e d  t h a t  they  c a l l e d  t h e  a r e a  P i n k v i l l e  
(1) and ( 2 )  (pg.  11), b u t  t h a t  he  would i d e n t i f y  v i l l a g e s  by-
name and gave an  example o f  an i n c i d e n t  i n  t h e  My Khe 
a r e a  of an enemy.rehearsa.1 f o r  a b r i d g e  a t t a c k  (pg.  12) . The 
v i l l a g e  c o o r d i n a t e s  would a l s o  b e  used i n  r e p o r t s  (pg. 1 3 ) .  

b .  Co Lay (1) ( 2 )  ( 3 ) .  

The w i t n e s s  s t a t e d  t h a t  he  s e n t  teams i n t o  t h e  
a r e a  (pg.  1 5 ) .  Although h e  d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  t h e  hamle t  names, 
he  had flown o v e r t h e  a r e a  o f t e n  (pg. 1 5 ) .  They were n o t  
heav i ly  popula ted  hamle t s ,  and he  was unable  t o  g e t  a 
popu la t ion  count  f o r  t h e  a r e a  (pg.  1 6 ) .  H e  hea rd  no th ing  
about  Americans k i l l i n g  Vietnamese o r  bu rn ing  hootches  i n  
t h e  area (pgs.  1 6 ,  1 7 ) .  
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(The h e a r i n g  reconvened a t  1725 hours ,  18  February 
1970.) 

LTC PATTERSON: The h e a r i n g  w i l l  come t o  o r d e r .  

RCDR : The fo l lowing  named persons  are p r e s e n t :  LTC 
PATTERSON and M A J  COOP. 

RCDR: . The n e x t  w i t n e s s  i s  Major W i l l i a m  H .  GAVAN. 

( M A J  GAVAN was c a l l e d  a s  a w i t n e s s ,  w a s  sworn, 
and t e s t i f i e d  a s  fo l lows  : )  

RCDR : W i l l  you s t a t e  your  f u l l  name, g rade ,  S o c i a l  Se-
c u r i t y  number, branch of  s e r v i c e ,  o r g a n i z a t i o n ,  and s t a t i o n ?  

A. Will iam H .  GAVAN, Maj-or, I n f a n t r y ,  United S t a t e s  
Army, S o c i a l  S e c u r i t y  number is  .. I a m  p r e s e n t l y  
s t a t i o n e d ' a t  F o r t  Be lvo i r ,  a t  t h e  West P o i n t  P r e p a r a t o r y  school.  

LTC PATTERSON: Major GAVAN, have you read  t h e  i n s t r u c t i o n s ,  
~ x h i b i tM-5 7 ,  w i t h  r e f e r e n c e  t o  your  tes t imony? 

A. Y e s .  -1have. 

Q- Do you have any q u e s t i o n s  about  t h o s e  i n s t r u c t i o n s ?  

A.. No, sir. I d o n ' t .  

Q Do you unders tand t h e  purpose o f  your  b e i n g
he re  today and what we a r e  a t t empt ing  t o  determine h e r e  
i n  t h i s  i n q u i r y ?  

A. I unders tand  f u l l y  what y o u ' r e  a t t empt ing  t o  de-
termine.  

Q - Would you s t a t e ,  f o r  t h e  r e c o r d  p l e a s e  your  a s s ign -
ment wh i l e  i n  Vietnam? 

A. While I was i n  Vietnam t h i s  l a s t  t o u r ,  from 1 Oct-
obe r  1968 t o  2 5  September 1969, I was t h e  s e n i o r  a d v i s o r  f o r  
t h e  Quang Ngai P r o v i n c i a l  Reconnaissance Un i t ,  Quang Ngai 
Province ,  Vietnam. 

Q A s  I unders tand  it then ,  you a r r i v e d  t h e r e  i n  Oct-
o b e r  and w e r e  a s s igned  t o  t h i s  p r o v i n c i a l  recon u n i t ?  
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A. . y e s ,  sir. 

Q And where w e r e  t h e y  l o c a t e d ?  

A. I a r r i v e d  f o r  d u t y  i n  Quang Ngai C i t y  on 1 November 
f o r  duty  t h e r e .  I a r r i v e d  i n  Vietnam on 1 October.  

Q .Where i s  t h e  p r o v i n c i a l  recon u n i t  l o c a t e d  physi-
c a l l y ?  

A. S i r ,  t h e  headqua r t e r s  o f  t h e  p r o v i n c i a l  u n i t  i s  
i n  Quang Ngai C i t y  i t s e l f .  The teams a r e  l o c a t e d  throughout  
t h e  d i s t r i c t  o f  Quang Ngai. 

Q Did you t r a v e l  e x t e n s i v e l y  throughout  t h e  d i s t r i c t ?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  I d i d .  

Q Now j u s t  f o r  terminology s a k e ,  a r e  we t a l k i n g
Quang Ngai Province  o r  are w e  t a l k i n g  about  t h e  d i s t r i c t  a s  
p e r t a i n s  t o  something e l s e ?  

A. I 'm t a l k i n g  about  Quang Ngai Province ,  s ir .  I 
worked i n  a l l  t h e  s i x  lowland d i s t r i c t s .  

Q The teams are l o c a t e d  i n  a l l  t h e  v a r i o u s  s i x  low-
l a n d  d i s t r i c t s ? .  

A .  Y e s ,  s i r .  I have one o r  two teams i n  every  Lowland 
d i s t r i c t  and I a l s o  had two teams i n  t h e  mountain d i s t r i c t s ,  
i n  Tra  Bong and i n  Son Ha. ,. 

Q Could w e  g e t  t h a t  aga in?  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  I have teams l o c a t e d  i n  a l l  of  t h e  
lowland d i s t r i c t s  and I had one team i n  Tra  Bong and then  one 
team i n  Son ~ a .  

Q 0 .  
Did you have a team i n  t h e  Son Tinh D i s t r i c t ?  

A. I n  Son Tinh,  s i r ,  I had twc 18-man teams of PRU. 
I a l s o  had from t ime t o  t ime two a d d i t i o n a l  18-man teams of 
PIRU. The " I "  s t a n d s  f o r  P r o v i n c i a l  I n t e l l i g e n c e  and Recon-
na i s sance  Un i t ,  t h e  same miss ion ,  j u s t  s l i g h t l y  d i f f e r e n t  nom-
e n c l a t u r e .  
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LTC PATTERSON: The h e a r i n g  w i l l  r e c e s s .  

(The h e a r i n g  r e c e s s e d  a t  1733 hour s ,  1 8  Febru-
ary 1970. ) 

(The h e a r i n g  reconvened a t  1735 h o u r s ,  1 8  Feb-
rua ry  1 9  70 .) 

I 0  : The h e a r i n g  w i l l  come t o  o r d e r .  

RCDR: The fo l lowing  persons  a r e  p r e s e n t :  LTG PEERS, 
MR MACCRATE, LTC PATTERSON, and M A J  COOP. 

I0 : W e  have a l r e a d y  a s  a matter of  r e c o r d ,  Major GAVAN, 
t h e  f a c t  t h a t  your  duty  assignment was from 1 October 1968 
t o  25 September 1969, when you were t h e  a d v i s o r  t o  t h e  Quang 
Ngai P r o v i n c i a l  Reconnaissance Uni t  o r  PRU. Would you e x p l a i n  
t o  us  what your  f u n c t i o n s  were w i t h  r e s p e c t  t o  PRU and what 
w a s  t h e  job o f  t h e  reconna issance  u n i t ?  

/
A. The pr imary mis s ion ,  s i r ,  o f  t h e  reconna issance  
u n i t  a t  Quang Ngai i s  l i k e  o t h e r  recon  u n i t s  i n  Vietnam. Our 
miss ion  was t o  e l i m i n a t e  t h e  V i e t  Cong i n f r a s t r u c t u r e  by 
c a p t u r i n g  i f  p o s s i b l e  and k i l l i n g  i f  neces sa ry .  I n h e r e n t  i n  
t h i s  miss ion  was t h e  s e t t i n g  up of  an i n t e l l i g e n c e  organiza-
t i o n  which would g e t  a c c u r a t e  and t ime iy  i n t e i i i g e n c e  which 
we'd r e a c t  t o  on a s m a l l - u n i t  b a s i s .  The t h e o r y  o f  t h i s  u n i t  
w a s  t o  work i n  a s  sma l l  a u n i t  a s  p o s s i b l e  go ing  o u t  w i th  t h e  
h e l p ,  i n  o u r  c a s e ,  o f  t h e  America1 o r  t b e  Vietnamese u n i t s ,  
s o  w e  could a t t a c k  and e l i m i n a t e  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  i n f r a s t r u c t u r e  
of  t h e  enemy. T h a t ' s  j u s t  b a s i c a l l y  what w e  d i d ,  s i r .  

Q Did you e v e r  o p e r a t e  independent ly?  

A. Y e s ,  sir.  W e  d i d ,  numerous occas ions .  

Q I n  what s i z e  team? 

A .  S i r ,  o u r  teams a r e  d i v i d e d  down in to- -every  d i s -
t r i c t  had one t o  two 18-man teams. That  was o u r  b a s i c  func-
t i o n a l  u n i t .  Those teams were f u r t h e r  subdiv ided  down t o  s i x  
men. The t e a m s  themselves had a l e a d e r ,  a medic, a demol i t i ons  
man, a q u a l i f i e d  r a d i o  o p e r a t o r ,  and b a s i c  members. Every 
man w a s  c ros sed - t r a ined .  W e  t r i e d  t o  work i n  six-man teams 
whereever f e a s i b l e  and t h e  enegy s i t u a t i o n  p e r m i t t e d ,  s i r .  
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A .  The census  g r i evance  team, s i r ,  a g a i n ,  w a s  u n t i l ,  
I b e l i e v e ,  J u l y  of  l a s t  y e a r ,  had an OSA r e p r e s e n t a t i v e .  
Again I worked ve ry  c l o s e l y  w i t h  t h i s  man, M r .  Dale SYZSK. 
My f u n c t i o n  w i t h  him a g a i n  as an RD was a t  extreme v a r i a n c e  
throughout  t h e  province--

Q - ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Would you, f o r  t h e  s ake  of t h e  
r e c o r d ,  s t a t e  h i s  name aga in?  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  I t ' s  a very  s t r a n g e  s p e l l i n g ,  i t ' s  
S-Y-Z-S-K. I b e l i e v e  he  i s  i n  town he re .  

Q - A l l  r i g h t .  W e  have n o t  heard  of him. W e  know of 
h i s  p redeces so r ,  M r .  PREW. 

A.  Yes, s i r ,  he--Mr. PREW left--SYZSK w a s  t h e r e  w i t h  
PREW, s i r ,  b u t  occupied a d u a l  func t ion .  A ve ry  capable  man. 
I n  t h e  census g r i evance  then ,  census  g r i evance  du r ing  my t o u r  
t u r n e d  from be ing  a real  i n t e l l i g e n c e  g a t h e r i n g  f u n c t i o n  t o  
e x a c t l y  what  t h e  word census g r i evance  means. However, on 
some o c c a s i o n s ,  t h e  count  t a k e r s  i n  t h e  f i e l d  would come i n  
l i k e  t h i s  and we would g e t  some c r o s s - i n t e l l i g e n c e .  Mainly 
t h i s  was used f o r  v e r i f i c a t i o n .  However, on a couple  of oc-
cas ions  w e  r e a c t e d  d i r e c t l y  and very  q u i c k l y  t o  t h e i r  i n t e l -
l i gence .  I t  was t ime ly .  I t  was very  good, sir.  

Q - A l l  r i g h t .  Now l e t ' s  come down t o  Son Tinh D i s -
t r i c t  i n  par t icc lar ,  and t h s  area o u t  a long  t h e  c o a s t ,  gen-
e r a l l y  t h e  a r e a  i n d i c a t e d  i n  orange.  

A.  Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q What o p e r a t i o n  d i d  you conduct i n  t h i s  a r e a .  What 
d i d  you h e a r ?  

A.  Thi s  a r e a  was an a r e a  of h igh  VC i n t e n s i t y .  I 
was g iven ,  on s e v e r a l  occas ions ,  i n s t r u c t i o n s  n o t  t o  go t h e r e  
myself w i t h  my American a d v i s o r s ,  and I took  t h i s  guidance 
depending on t h e  r i s k  of t h e  miss ion .  I f  I thought  they 
needed m e  t o  c o o r d i n a t e ,  I would go i n  t h i s  a r e a .  Again t h i s  
i s  an ex t remely  h igh  r i s k  area. I f  I may emphasize t h e  f a c t ,  
the f i r s t  t i m e  I went i n t o  P i n k v i l l e ,  t h e  n o r t h e r n  s e c t i o n  
l i k e  th i s - -about  t h r e e  Americans d ied .  I a lmost  l o s t  my en-
t i r e  team t h e r e  i n  a f r e a k  a c t i o n  wi th  booby t r a p s  i n  se-
c u r i n g  t h i s  a r e a  w h i l e  American u n i t s  were i n  t h e r e  from t h e  
Americal.  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  t h e  name. I worked i n  t h e r e  a lmost  
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every t i m e  w i th  t h e  suppor t  of t h e  Americal ~ i v i s i o n .  One 
t i m e  I went i n  on a r a i d  based on extremely good information 
t h a t  t h e  48th i at tali on s t a f f  was i n  t h e r e  i n  about a 300-
yard tunnel .  I reac ted  t o  t h a t  a l s o ,  again being a high VC 
i n t e n s i t y  a rea .  I went i n  a f t e r  a mechanized u n i t  had secured 
t h e  a rea .  Then I landed i n  a h e l i c o p t e r ,  I guess ,  went r i g h t  
i n t o  t h e  tunne l s ,  found these  tunnels .  However t h e  information 
had g o t t e n  cold ,  due t o  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e  mech u n i t  had n o t  
proper ly  s e a l e d  t h e  area .  I worked t h i s  a rea .  A s  you probably 
know, s i r ,  from here  up i s  extremely high i n t e n s i t y .  My opin-
ion  on t h i s  a r e a  is--I l o s t  every man on my team except  one man--
e i t h e r  k i l l e d  o r  knocked down. I l o s t  one E-7 k i l l e d ,  and both  
my c a p t a i n  and my E-6 were wounded and evacuated t o  t h e  
United S t a t e s .  Every man i n  the Vietnamese u n i t  was knocked 
down. 

Q- For t h e  record,  h e ' s  po in t ing  about 6 k i lometers  
e a s t  of LZ Uptight  on t h e  Batangan Peninsula ,  i s  t h a t  r i g h t ?  

A. ' Y e s ,  sir. We worked i n  t h i s  a r e a  he re  on--this 
is  again as  i n  t h i s  a r e a  here.  I would only allow people t o  
go i n  t h e r e ,  American t o  go i n  t h e r e ,  genera l ly  speaking, i f  
I l e d ,  i f  I took t h e  Vietnamese, due t o  the  f a c t  t h a t  it was 
j u s t  s o  heav i ly  mined. I t  was nea r ly  impossible  f o r  me t o  
g e t  i n  wi th  t h e  l i g h t  teams. We worked down i n  t h i s  a r e a  
here .  S i r ,  i n  the end, we based ou t  of h e r e  l i k e  t h i s .  

Q Would you name the  a rea?  

A. Yes, t h i s  i s  on t h e  t i p .  We c a l l  t he  nor thern  
P i n k v i l l e ,  r i g h t  t h e r e ,  s i r .  Out he re  on t h e  peninsula  t h e r e  
was an American f i r e  base put  i n  h e r e  by t h e  Americal. W e  
would go i n  t h i s  f i r e  base and l a a g e r  f o r  t h e  n i g h t ,  s o  t o  
speak, then we'd come out .  We had black l is ts ,  exac t  i n f o r -
mation who we were going a f t e r .  We had been going i n  t h e  
f i s h i n g  v i l l a g e s  out  i n  t h i s  a r e a  h e r e ,  and the Americans 
would s t a y  back h e r e  and come suppor t  us should we need t h e  
he lp .  We always l i k e  t o  go wi th  Vietnamese along because 
they knew t h e  t a r g e t .  We might have h i s  p i c t u r e  when we 
would go i n  t h i s  a rea .  Again t h i s  was an extremely high 
r i s k  a rea .  Every time we went i n  t h e r e  we took c a s u a l t i e s ,  
mast every time. 

Q. How would we t ake  c a s u a l t i e s  i n  t h a t  a r e a  t o  t h e  
nor th  up i n  t h e  Batangan Peninsula? Was t h a t  from small  
arms f i r e  o r  from mines and booby t r a p s ?  
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A. No, sir. My team had never  been t h e r e  and w e  had 
a brand new man i n  t h e r e .  I guess  he  w a s  t o o  cocky. They 
had them c l o s e  t o g e t h e r  l i k e  t h i s .  In format ion  l eaked  some-
where, l i k e  w i t h i n  my teams o r  w i t h  t h e  Vietnamese u n i t  t h a t  
coo rd ina t ed  w i t h  u s ,  somewhere t h e r e  was a l e a k .  They set 
up f o r  u s ,  s i r ,  a ve ry  wel l -concealed ambush wi th  claymores.  
I d o n ' t  t h i n k  t h e r e  was any more than  t h r e e  VC w i t h  claymores.  
My team l e a d e r  w a s  knocked down t h e r e  qu ick ly .  I t  blew o f f  
one l e g ,  and p a r t  o f  t h e  o t h e r  l e g .  He d i e d  on t h e  s p o t .  
The CAP t e a m  was up h e r e  i n  t h i s  a r e a  h e r e ,  by t h e  n o r t h e r n  
f i s h i n g  v i l l a g e  t h e r e  on Batangan, and came down t o  ou r  
r e s c u e ,  d i d ,  I guess ,  an  e x c e l l e n t  job.  W e  w e r e  evacuated.  
They evacua ted  t h e  team and took o u t  t h e  dead and wounded 
from t h i s  a r e a .  About 2 days l a t e r ,  t h i s  same a r e a ,  an 
American p l a t o o n  sergeant--1  t a k e  t h a t  back,  about  a month 
l a t e r ,  s i r ,  I took  t h i s  same miss ion ,  s i r ,  went back i n t o  
he re .  I took 16 VC o u t  o f  h e r e  w i thou t  f i ' r i n g  a s h o t .  The 
day b e f o r e  an American p l a toon  s e r g e a n t  l o s t  bo th  l e g s  h e r e  
i n  t h i s  same a r e a .  W e  had a p r e t t y  good map, a p r e t t y  good 
p l an  where w e  w e r e  go ing  and t h e  miss ion was s u c c e s s f u l .  W e  
r e t u r n e d  under f i r e .  W e  came i n  under f i r e  and went o u t  
under f i r e ,  unsupported.  

Q A l l  r i g h t ,  now.. I ' d  l i k e  t o  g e t  s o u t h  o f  t h e  
Diem D i e m  aga in .  

A. A l l  r i g h t ,  s ir .  

Q L e t ' s  g e t  i n t o  t h e  a r e a  o f  My La i  ( 4 )  which shows 
o:) .' 3 map. Did you e v e r  o p e r a t e  i n  t h e r e ?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r ,  I had teams h e r e  w i th  ~ m e r i c a n son two 
occasions--

Q - ( In te rpos ing . )  My L a i  ( 4 ) ,  n o t  (1);, ( 4 ) ,  see i t ?  

A .  I w a s  on ly  i n  t h e r e  one t i m e  and t h a t  was i n  No-
vember of  1 9 6 8 ,  s ir .  I took a 12-man team, 1 h e l i c o p t e r ,  
a u n i t ,  Vietnamese u n i t ,  and surrounded t h e  a r e a  h e r e  and 
went i n  h e r e  on a s n a t c h  o p e r a t i o n .  The t a r g e t  was n o t  
t h e r e .  The a r e a  w a s  h e a v i l y  mined. I had a Vietnamese 
i n f a n t r y ,  company s u p p o r t i n g  me. We came from t h a t  a r e a  
l i k e  t h i s .  W e  e x t r a c t e d  t h a t  evening,  I guess ,  came back 
w i t h  no c a s u a l t i e s  and n e g a t i v e  r e s u l t s .  T h a t ' s  t h e  on ly  
t i m e  I was p h y s i c a l l y  i n  t h i s  a r e a  r i g h t  h e r e .  

Q Were you i n  t h e  v i l l a g e ?  
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A. Y e s ,  sir. I w a s .  

Q. Did you see any people  i n  t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

A. Y e s ,  sir.  A s  a m a t t e r  of f a c t - - i t ' s  been a l ong  
t i m e ,  sir--as a matter of f a c t  t h a t  day w e  went t o  two a l t e r -  
n a t e  t a r g e t s  and I had an in formant  w i t h  me. T h i s  guy i s  one 
o f  my P R U ' s .  T h a t ' s  how we ope ra t ed .  I had a Vietnamese r i f l e  
company t h a t  went w i t h  m e ,  and t h e  t u n n e l s  we w e r e  looking  f o r  
were a l l  t h e r e .  The in format ion  was good. However, due t o  t h e  
u n i t  i n  t h e  a r e a ,  t hey  moved o u t .  W e  came through  t h e  a r e a .  
Very i n t e r e s t i n g .  Many c i v i l i a n s  were coming o u t ;  it was about  
1700 i n  t h e  evening  and they  were on t h e  road go ing  back a long  
t h i s  road .  I t ' s  a very s l i m ,  d i r t  road i n  t h i s  a r e a .  They 
w e r e  on t h i s  road  going back and f o r t h .  

MR MACCRATE: Is t h a t  521? 

A. R igh t  i n  through h e r e ,  sir. I can ' t - -

10: Highway 521. About 500 meters  sou th  of  t h e  v i l -  
l age .  

A .  W e  were r i g h t  i n  t h i s  a r e a  he re .  I walked ap- 
p rox imate ly ,  I ' d  s a y ,  3 mi l e s  i n  a loop-shaped f a s h i o n ,  and t h e  
in formant  k e p t  t e l l i n g  m e  t h a t  h e  lcnew a man h e r e .  He would 
p o i n t  them o u t  t o  us and we k e p t  going t o  o t h e r  t a r g e t s  and 
f i n a l l y  it became l a t e .  I n  t h e  corps  a r e a  where t h e  Vietnamese 
u n i t  was, it w a s  a lmost  void  o f  anybody; A l l  houses  w e r e  
abandoned. There  were o c c a s i o n a l  ch ickens  i n  t h e  y a r d ,  t h e  
u sua l  tremendous amount of bomb c r a t e r s .  This  a r e a  h e r e ,  a s  
you know, i s  f r e e  f i r e  and w a s  a lmost  completely-- 

Q . ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  I ' m  j u s t  t a l k i n g  about  My La i  ( 4 )  
now. 

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  Th i s  i s  t h e  same a r e a .  There were V i e t -
namese u n i t s  i n  t h e r e  about  a day when I landed .  There w a s  
a lmos t  a vo id  of  c i v i l i a n s - -

Q . ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Did anybody t a l k  about  t h e  Americans 
having been i n  t h e r e  p rev ious ly?  

A. No, sir. I knew they  had been i n  t h e r e .  

Q. How d i d  you know? 
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A. I p i cked  up a p i e c e  of  equipment, s ir .  J u s t  minor 
t h i n g s .  I s a w  t h e  a c t u a l  d i s c a r d a t i o n  of  7 . 6 2  ammunition, 
and a l o t  o f  M-16 ammunition t h e r e ,  C- ra t ions  and s t u f f .  

Q .D id  any of  t h o s e  people  r e g i s t e r  compla in t s  t o  
you about  what t h e  Americans might have done i n  t e r m s  of--
when you went i n  t h e r e ,  i f  you w e r e  i n  My L a i  ( 4 )  and saw 
t h a t  a l l  o f  t h e  s u b s t a n t i a l  homes had been des t royed ,  d i d  
anybody make any comments t o  you a t  t h e  t ime? 

A. I hea rd  no- complaints  about  any American o p e r a t i o n  
i n  t h a t  a r e a  a t  a l l .  No compla in t s .  

Q a I ' m  n o t  t a l k i n g  about  an o p e r a t i o n  about t h a t  t i m e .  
I ' m  t a l k i n g  about  an American o p e r a t i o n  which took p l a c e  
p o s s i b l y  6 months p r i o r  t o  your  a r r i v a l  i n  Quang Ngai a long  
about t h e  middle of  March. 

A. S i r ,  a g a i n ,  I heard  of  no th ing ,  and I was c l o s e  t o  
a l l  t h e  c o o r d i n a t i o n  people  from D o t t i e  on down. I hea rd  of 
no th ing  i n  t h a t  a r e a  o u t s i d e  o f  what I was t o l d  on numerous 
occas ions  by Americans and Vietnamese, t h a t  it was h igh  i n -
t e n s i t y .  I found o u t  t h e  ha rd  way by going i n  t h e r e  w i t h  
t o o  s m a l l  a f o r c e .  -

Q A r e  you t a l k i n g  about--

A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  The e n t i r e  a r e a ,  y e s ,  sir.  

Q I f  anybody had asked y.ou t o  .have found o u t  what 
happened i n  t h e r e  w i t h  t h e .  p o p u l a t i o n ,  would it have been any 
p a r t i c u l a r  problem? 

A. I t  would have been some problem t h e r e ,  b u t  I 
could  have done it. With t h a t  i n  mind we could  have g o t t e n  
t h e  i n fo rma t ion ,  s i r .  I had an in formant  i n  t h e  4 8 t h  Bat-
t a l i o n .  I had in fo rman t s ,  had members of  t h e  48th t h a t  worked 
d i r e c t l y  f o r  t h e  people  t h a t  I w a s  adv i s ing .  I had good i n -
format ion.  

Q Did you e v e r  h e a r  anyth ing  from them about  an 
o p e r a t i o n  t h e r e  t h a t  may have k i l l e d  a l a r g e  number o f  
Vietnamese c i t i z e n s ?  
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A. NO, s i r ,  I--

Q . ( In te rpos ing)  Think hard on t h a t  now. You're 
r i g h t  i n  t h e  middle of  t h i s  a rea .  

A. The only  t h i n g  I e v e r  heard ,  s i r ,  was on one oc-
cas ion  a t  a l a t e r  per iod  of t i m e  w e  made a massive cordon 
and sea rch ,  i n  February of  1 9 6 9 ,  a massive cordon and search  
wi th  Marines and Americal. A t  t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  time a VC rumor 
came back through my i n t e l l i g e n c e  t h a t  we had taken bodies  ou t  
and dumped them i n t o  t h e  ocean. I t ' s  a r i d i c u l o u s  charge,  
because I was on t h e  spo t  down he re  a t  t h e  combined i n t e r r o -
ga t ion  cen te r , ,  and a11 t h e  c i v i l i a n s  were ga thered  down h e r e .  
Tha t ' s  t h e  only charge t h a t  I--

Q . ( In te rpos ing)  T h a t ' s  t h e  opera t ion  where they 
moved i n  between 10,000 and 12,000, i s  t h a t  c o r r e c t ?  

A. Bold Mariner, sir. 

Q Yes, and most of those  came from t h e  a r e a  of My
Lai (1), P i n k v i l l e ,  and up i n  t h e  Batangan, t h e  southern Ba-
tangan. 

A .  Yes, sir.  I r e c a l l  Marines came i n t o  t h i s  a r e a  
here  and t h e  Americal joined and t h e  ARVN had t h e  southern 
block. This  a r e a  was squeezed l i k e  t h i s .  A l o t  of t h e  48th 
B a t t a l i o n ,  which was t h e  secondary mission, escaped t h e  t r a p ,  
however. Most of t h e s e  c i v i l i a n s  here  were brought o u t  and 
brought down i n t o  t h e  l i t t l e  i s l a n d  r i g h t  here  bes ide  Quang 
Ngai, r i g h t  down t h e  r i v e r  here .  I t  was r i g h t  about he re ,  s i r .  
They were going t o  what they  c a l l e d  a combined i n t e r r o g a t i o n ,  
and were segregated  and given food and c lo th ing .  Two times 
we had a t t a c k s  dur ing  a time l i k e  t h i s .  Small arms f i r e  came 
o u t  and was d i r e c t e d  a t  t h e  Americans and t h e  Vietnamese from 
wi th in  t h e  refugee camp. I r e c a l l  it d i s t i n c t l y .  

Q Well, i n  your opera t ion  t h a t  you had conducted, 
you heard nothing about anything t h a t  may have happened i n  
t h i s  pe r iod  dur ing  t h e  month of March 1968? 

A. No, sir.  I d i d  not .  I thought about i t  f o r  a 
long t i m e  before  I came he re ,  s i r .  I knew you were going t o  
ask t h a t  and I searched my mind I c a n ' t  remember even t h e  
s l i g h t e s t  innuendo of anybody saying  t h e r e  had been a massacre 
o r  t h e r e l d  been any opera t ion  which had any kind of overtones.  
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My VietnarrLese, s i r ,  I ' l l  g i v e  an example of how good my i n -
t e l l i g e n c e  was o u t  o f  t h i s  a r e a .  One American g o t  drunk,  came 
a c r o s s  t h i s  r i v e r  h e r e  one n i g h t ,  t h i s  a r e a ,  came a c r o s s ,  
sank a couple  sampans--I guess  j u s t  mischievous--hi t  a  V i e t -
namese n a t i o n a l .  The n e x t  day I was on t h e  s p o t  making payment 
l i k e  t h i s .  My commander found o u t  about  it t h a t  q u i c k l y .  
I had gone t h e r e ,  s h o t  o v e r  t o  t h e  prov ince ,  t o l d  Colonel  
SWEARENGEN about  it, and t h e  problem was so lved .  My informat ion  
w a s  good i n  t h a t  a r e a ,  s i r .  I j u s t  c o u l d n ' t  r e a c t  t o  i t  a l l  
t h e  time. I gave it t o  t h e  Americans mainly. .  

Q W e l l ,  t e l l  me. I f  it was s o  good, why d i d n ' t  
you h e a r  about  t h i s ?  

A. I t  was b e f o r e  my t ime ,  b u t  I know t h e y  would have 
t o l d  me. I w a s  c l o s e  t o  it. I know they  would have t o l d  me 
i f - -

Q - ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Are you t e l l i n g  m e  it d i d n ' t  happen? 

A. No, s i r .  I f e e l  s t r o n g l y  about t h e  Vietnamese. I f  
t h e r e  had been something t h a t  t h e y  thought  was s e r ious - - they 'd  
come i n  on an e v e n t  t h i s  smal l .  I thought  about  t h i s  a l o t  
knawing I w a s  coming down h e r e ,  and I jus t - - I 'm p o s i t i v e  i n  
my mind t h e y  would have t o l d  m e  i f  t h e r e  had been something 
r e a l  b i g  i n  t h e i r  minds t h a t  w e  had done. They w e r e  f r ank  w i t h  
m e  and very candid  w i t h  me. 

Q What names d i d  you use f o r  t h e  v a r i o u s  hamlets  and 
subhamlets when you went i n t o  t h i s  a r e a ?  

A .  S i r ,  we mainly r e f e r . r ed  t o  t h i s  a r e a  a s  t h e  n o r t h e r n  
and sou the rn  P i n k v i l l e ,  P i n k v i l l e  (1) and ( 2 )  . 
Q W e l l ,  t h a t  w a s n ' t  what t h e  Vietnamese knew them by.
People  you were working w i t h  had o t h e r  names. 

A. Oh, yes., s ir .  

Q e What names c75-d t h e y  use? 

A. Those names would come down t o  me, s i r ,  by v i l l a g e ,  
and I had a b i g  map, s ir .  

10: We' l l  show you a map. 
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A. And t h e y  would i d e n t i f y  them by t h e  v i l l a q e ,  
hat's where I i d e n t i f i e d  them. Then I would t a k e  i t  o f f  

and p l o t  it. Y e s ,  s i r ,  t h i s  i s  how they  were i d e n t i f i e d  t o  
m e .  They would i d e n t i f y ,  t hey  would say--of c o u r s e ,  you 
know, t h e r e ' s  numerous d u p l i c a t i o n s  h e r e .  They would say  
T r a  Son, i n t e l l i g e n c e  s o  and s o  and s o  o n ,  and I would have 
t o  g e t  them and I would have t o  c o o r d i n a t e  t h a t  t o  o u r  
d i s t r i c t .  Then I guess  when I f e d  t h e  Americans t h e  i n f o r -
mation o r  when I f e d  t h e  Phoenix t h e  i n fo rma t ion ,  I would have 
t o  t r a n s l a t e  it from t h a t .  But ,  f o r  example, i f  t hey  had 
in format ion  t h e y  would s a y  My Lai--well a s  a m a t t e r  of f a c t  
r i g h t  h e r e  I remember an example. I n  t h e  My Khe a r e a  h e r e ,  
one occas ion  it w a s  r e p o r t e d  t h a t  t h e r e  was a meet ing i n  
t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  a r e a  h e r e .  They were do ing  a b r i d g e  re-
h e a r s a l  f o r  an a t t a c k  on t h i s  b r i d g e  r i g h t  down h e r e .  We 
knew t h e  e x a c t  r e h e a r s a l  t i m e ,  w e  knew how t h e y  were go ing  
t o  accomplish t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  t h i n g .  I t r i e d  t o  g e t  Americans 
i n t e r e s t e d  a t  t h e  t ime.  I guess  Americal  w a s  f u l l y  committed, 
s o  as a l a s t  r e s o r t  t h e  Americal supported--shipped suppor t  
up h e r e  I guess ,  and t h e  t ime t h e y  h e l d  r e h e a r s a l  my teams 
had come back a c r o s s  down i n  h e r e  and down i n  t o  t h e  jump 
base  l i k e  t h i s .  W e  s h e l l e d  them on in fo rma t ion  t h e r e .  
By going back i n  t h e  a r e a  j u s t  t a l k i n g  t o  c i v i l i a n s ,  w e  g o t  
approximately  10 confirmed k i l l s ,  and many people  had been 
c a r r i e d  away f rox t h a t  r e h e a r s a l  s i t e .  1 w a s  g i v i n g  an example 
of how it w a s  done. 

Q Did you go below t h e  hamlet?- Now t h a t ' s  Tu Cung. 
Would you g e t  down t o  t h e  subhamlet? 

A .  S i r ,  on occas ion .  I c a n ' t  remember i n  t h i s  pa r -
t i c u l a r  a r e a  b u t  many t i m e s  t hey  would go down t o  the--they 
would t a l k  about  t h e  head of  t h e  hamle t ,  t h e y  would t a l k  
about  t h e  v i l l a g e  l i k e  t h i s .  What I was do ing ,  I w a s  i d e n t i -
f y i n g  members o f  t h e  i n f r a s t r u c t u r e  by t h e s e  hamlets  and by 
t h e s e  v i l l a g e s .  So many t i m e s  t h e y  would say--for  example, 
w e ' l l  t a k e  My Lai--they would. s a y  t h e  My La i  s e c u r i t y  c h i e f  
concur ren t ly  t o  s o  and s o  v i l l a g e  s e c u r i t y  s e c t i o n  member. 
I t  was seen--

Q * W e l l ,  a l l  of  t h i s  i s  Son My V i l l a g e  i n  t h a t  a r e a .  
Then you go down w i t h i n  t h a t  and have t h e  hamlet  of  M17 L a i  
which is o f f  t h e  c o a s t  o f  P i n k v i l l e ,  
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and then  i n  from t h e r e  you have the hamlet  of Tu Cung. 
Then w i t h i n  Tu Cung you have a whole s e r i e s  of  subharnlets.  
Do you eve r  remember be ing  i n  Thuan Yen o r  Xom'Lang? 

A. No, s ir .  I c a n ' t  s ay  tha t - - the  name d o e s n ' t  come 
t o  m e .  A l l  t h a t  I can remember i s  t h e  g r e a t  d e a l  of  t r oub l e  
we'd go t o .  Somebody would t a k e  t h e  Vietnamese hamlets  and 
subhamlets and what t h e y  gave us ,  t o  g e t  it i n t o  good work-
a b l e  coo rd ina t e s  s o  I was g i v i n g  v a l i d  i n fo rma t ion  t o  t h e  
Americans. I w a s  c o n s t a n t l y  f aced  w i t h  t h a t  i n  t h i s  one 
a r e a .  I d o n ' t  remember j u s t  when--

Q - ( ~ n t e r p o s i n ~ ) '. L e t ' s  t i e  this down a l i t t l e  
c l o s e r .  You ind ic . a t ed  you were i n  t h e r e ,  s o  l e t ' s  p i n  it 
down a l i t t l e  b i t .  

(The w i t n e s s  i s  o r i e n t e d  t o  E x h i b i t  MAP-4.) 

Now does t h a t  look l i k e  My Lai  ( 4 )  a s  you knew 
i t ?  You i n d i c a t e d  you w e r e  i n  t h e r e .  This  i s  a c t u a l l y  Thuan 
Yen subhamlet  of Tu Cung. .This  i s  Binh Tay. This  i s  Binh 
Dong. 

A. T h a t  name i s  very  f a m i l i a r .  

T h a t ' s  Binh Dong o r  My La i  ( 5 ) .  This  is TrungQ.
Hoa, t h i s  i s  Troung An, r i g h t  a l o n g s i d e  the highway. 

A .  I ' m  a lmost  p o s i t i v e  and, s i r ,  i t ' s  been a long
t i m e .  W e  i n i t i a l l y - - I  can remember c r o s s i n g  when we came i n t o  
t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  a r e a ,  and I would swear it w a s  i n  t h i s  v i c i n i t y  
r i g h t  i n  h e r e .  W e  went up and checked a couple  t unne l s  b u t  1 

- do remember--I can a lmost  remember t h e  course  w e  walked.  I 
was fol lowing--I  had good s e c u r i t y  and I was fo l lowing  an 
in formant  w i t h  t h e  Vietnamese. H e  j u s t  went h e l t e r - s k e l t e r  
back and f o r t h .  I can remember walking through t h e  " v i l l .  " 

I can remember c r o s s i n g  t h i s  road  and going i n t o  a l i t t l e  ' 
" v i l l . "  The only one I could was i n  h e r e ,  We t r i e d  t o  g e t  
i n t o  t h i s  a r e a  he re .  We then  came back around and c ros sed  
over  a f i e l d ,  came back i n  l i k e  t h i s ,  g o t  i n  t h e  h e l i c o p t e r ,  
and I depar ted .  I t  w a s  about  a L l r e e  and a h a l f  hour  op-
e r a t i o n .  

Q You d i d n ' t  g e t  up i n  t h i s  a r e a  then?  

A. Th i s  i s  t h e  " v i l l n - -
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Q ( In te rpos ing)  J u s t  t o  he lp  you fix i t  a l i t t l e  
more, you have a landnark i n  E i l l  85 r i g h t  duin t h e r e .  

A. Y e s ,  sir. I know i t ' s  a b i g  hunk. 

Q Right here  when you come i n ,  r i g h t  t h e r e  i s  what 
used t o  be a watch tower. This i s  a l s o  where a VC propaganda 
ch ie f  l i v e s ,  r i g h t  t h e r e .  Although he a l s o  l i v e d  he re ,  he 
s t ayed  here  most of t h e  time. By t h e  t ime you had a r r i v e d  
t h e r e ,  had they s t a r t e d  b u i l d i n g  i n  t h i s  a r e a  h e r e ,  almost 
where'you s e e  t h e  cloud formation,  r i g h t  about a t  t h i s  bend 
of t h e  road, a model hamlet,  j u s t  e a s t  of  t h e  c i t a d e l  about 
2 " c l i c k s " ,  c a l l e d  t h e  Son My Model Vi l l age?  

A.  When I was l eav ing ,  s i r ,  we had a road opera t ion  
i n  t h e  a r e a ,  a road c l e a r i n g .  I worked ou t  of ~ l i t t l e  f o r t  
i n  t h i s  a r e a  r i g h t  here.  They were b u i l d i n g  a " v i l l "  i n  
t h e r e  from our  funds,  but  I c a n ' t  remember t h e  exac t  l o c a t i o n .  
I know t h e r e  was one on t h e  l e f t  s i d e  of  t h e  road and one 
on t h e  r i g h t  s i d e .  The province c h i e f  came on down and he 
was g r e a t l y  concerned about t h e  s e c u r i t y  of it. We had g o t t e n  

. t h e  road open a f t e r  cons iderable  d i f f i c u l t y  i n  p a r t  of an 
opera t ion  t h a t  was i n  t h e  l a t t e r  p a r t  of  l a s t  yea r .  They 
b u i l t  two f o r t i f i e d  a reas  i n  h e r e ,  two l i t t l e  hamlets ,  and 
they s e t  up a PF platoon a s  I r e c a l l  and moved it i n - - t r i e d  
t o  move it i n  t h e  area .  We had t o  make an agreement i f  we 

. go t  t h e  American fo rces  t o  a s s i s t  i n  t h e  opera t ion  i n  t h e  
nor th ,  t o  go a f t e r  p a r t  of t h e  48th and 20th,  I b e l i e v e .  I 
be l i eve  it was t h e  20th and 48th. They-had agreed t o  do t h i s  
and we would open t h e  road, l i k e  t h i s ,  i f  we would t r y  t o  s e t  
up some kind  of  s e c u r i t y  along t h a t  rou te .  We had gone i n t o  
here  a t  t h i s  t ime and s e t  up refugee  camps. i n  t h i s  a r e a ,  t h i s  
a r e a ,  t h i s  a r e a ,  and t h i s  a rea .  They wanted t h e  road open 
f o r  t h e i r  MSR. T h a t ' s  t h e  only time I r e c a l l  s t r i c t l y  being 
i n  t h e  a r e a .  

Q Well, can you t h i n k  of anything a t  a l l  about t h i s  
a r e a ,  n o t  only  about t h i s  a r e a  here  of Tu Cung Villa-ge. Did 
you ever  h e a r  anything about C o  Luy Hamlet over  here  along t h e  
s p i t ?  

Along t h e  s p i t ,  s i r ?  

Yes. 

Yes, sir. I watched s e v e r a l  American opera t ions  
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go i n  t h e r e  and I s e n t  i n t e l l i g e n c e  teams o u t  of  t h e  jump 
b a s e  where I had a team i n t o  t h i s  a r e a  he re .  The s t o r y  t h a t  
I r e c i t e d  t o  you, s i r ,  was on t h e  i n c i d e n t  h e r e  where th.ey were 
p r e p a r i n g  f o r  an a t t a c k  i n  t h i s  a r e a  h e r e .  

Q But I ' m  n o t  i n t e r e s t e d  f r a n k l y  in - - I  t h i n k  i t ' s  
very f i n e ,  b u t  you see I ' m  n o t  looking  a t  t h e  p e r i o d  and i n -
format ion you may have ga the red  o r  something t h a t  may have 
been r e p o r t e d  t o  you t h a t  took  p l a c e  approximately  8 months 
t o  a y e a r  p r i o r  t o  t h a t  t i m e .  I want t o  s e e  i f  t h e r e  w a s  
s t i l l  any d i s c u s s i o n  coming o u t  concerning t h e s e  a c t i v i t i e s .  
For example a long  t h e  c o a s t  o u t  o f  C o  Lay (1), o u t  of Co Lay 
(2), o u t  of Co Lay ( 3 ) ,  o r  o u t  of any of t h e  v i l l a g e s  and ham-
l e t s  over  h e r e  i n  Tu Cung V i l l a g e ,  o r  Tu Cung Hamlet, o r  t h e  
subhamlets I 'm  r e f e r r i n g  t o .  

A. S i r ,  a l l  t h e  hamlet  names d o n ' t  come t o  me r i g h t  
o f f  t h e  b a t  b u t  I d i d  c o n s t a n t l y  s tudy  t h e  a r e a ,  t h e  48th I 
followed. This  i s  why I knew eve ry  man i n  t h e r e ,  what t hey  
d id .  I had a l i s t  o f  them and I fol lowed them when they  changed 
commanders. When they  was h i t  and t h e  commander was wounded 
and he w a s  t aken  o u t  h e r e  t o  Ly Son, I r a i d e d  Ly Son t r y i n g  
t o  g e t  him back.  I fol lowed t h i s  u n i t .  I t  was a very  f r u s -
t r a t i n g  t h i n g  f o r  m e  because I would t r y  t o  g e t  enough i n f o r -
mation t o  g e t  t o  t h e  Americans i n  t h e  Phoenix where we could  
mount something s u b s t a n t i a l .  But a s  you know t h e  modus operandi  
of t h e  38th was once they  went i n  t h e r e ,  t hey  d i s p e r s e d .  They 
had t h e i r  cooks,  t h e i r  women, eve ry th ing  l i v i n g  w i t h  them. 
I t  was ex t remely  ha rd  f o r  m e  t o  g e t  a t a r g e t  I cou ld  g i v e  
somebody. On t h e  occas ions  when I went o u t  t h e r e ,  I went 
o u t  t h e r e  when Americans were i n  t h e  a r e a  o r  Vietnamese were 
i n  t h e  area. Only a couple  t imes  i n  t h i s  a r e a  d i d  I gamble 
on t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  a r e a  w i t h o u t  t h e i r  suppor t .  

Q But what d i d  you f i n d  when you went o u t  t h e r e  
s o  f a r  as t h e  hamle ts  were concerned i n  Co Lay (1) ( 2 )  , 
and ( 3 )  ? You speak about  f a m i l i e s  be ing  t h e r e  somewhere 
i n  t h e  a r e a .  Now d i d  you f i n d  t h a t  t h e r e  were hootches ,  
popula ted  hamle t s ,  anywhere a long  t h i s  c o a s t a l  s p i t ?  

A. I t ' s  ha rd  t o  g i v e  you a r e a l ,  d e f i n i t e  answer on 
t h i s .  L e t  me s a y  t h i s .  I n  t h e  a r e a  down h e r e  on t h e  end of 
t h i s  s t r i p ,  I ' v e  flown ove r  it many t imes. .  I ' v e  drawn ground 
f i r e  from t h i s  a r e a .  American u n i t s  t h a t  were go ing  through 
t h e  a r e a ,  which I coord ina t ed  w i t h ,  were g iven  in fo rma t ion  too .  
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Many t imes,  I guess ,  these  u n i t s  t h a t  were coming l i k e  t h i s ,  
t h e  v i l l a g e s  would be almost vacated,  almost nobody t h e r e .  
When my team then--somehow I guess very s u r p r i s i n g l y  even 
t h i s  l i t t l e  v i l l a g e ,  even down t h i s  f a r  i n  t h i s  peninsula-- 
w e  s e e  people moving back and f o r t h  i n  t h a t  a rea .  But when 
I approached t h e  a r e a  most of t h e  t ime,  a l l  t h e r e  would be 
was women'and ch i ld ren .  We'd usua l ly  draw some f i r e  going 
i n  here .  But these  a reas  r i g h t  h e r e  t o  my r e c o l l e c t i o n  were 
n o t  heav i ly  populated along h e r e  t h a t  was v i s i b l e ,  because it 
was i n  t h e i r  f r e e - f i r e  zone, s ir ,  i n  t h i s  a r e a .  

Q- Well, you keep desc r ib ing  it as  a zone. I keep
coming back t o  ask  you what d i d  you s e e  s o  f a r  a s  what . 

was l e f t ?  

A. Back i n  November of 1968 I accompanied a team 
which was re spons ib le  f o r  t r y i n g  t o  make some type  of popu-
l a t i o n  count. Throughout t h i s  a r e a  he re ,  i n  t h i s  a r e a  h e r e ,  
t h e r e  was evidence of smal l  fanning. I f  you examine it 
c l o s e l y  t h e r e  were a few hootches i n  t r e e  l i n e s ,  and t h e r e  
was evjdence showing they were doing, i n  American terms, 
kind of l i k e  t e n e n t  farming. But i n  through t h i s  a rea  he re  
t h e  people j u s t  d idn ' t - - I  c o u l d n ' t  g e t  a count. Vietnamese, 
he  g o t  a count ,  b u t  I was j u s t  kind of wondering--my f i r s t  
t i m c  Quang Ngai--wondering where everybody was. I could s e e  
the  houses. I could s e e  t h e  hootches. I could s e e ,  of 
course,  t h e  tremendous deves ta t ion  of the bombing and t h e  
a r t i l l e r y  f i r e  t h a t  had been p laced  i n  this a r e a  throughout 
t h e  whole time I was t h e r e .  It j u s t  d i d n ' t  look t o  be t h a t  
populated t o  m e ,  if you want an opinion. 

Q. Okay, l e t ' s  come down t o  the  p o i n t  now. Let  me 
ask you i f  you ever  heard anything about Americans k i l l i n g  
a l a r g e  number of Vietnamese and burning a l a r g e  number of 
hamlets and v i l l a g e s  i n  t h i s  a r e a  of Son My? 

A.  No, s ir .  I t  was never brought t o  my a t t e n t i o n .  

Q. Think of t h e  t h i n g  now. These people t h a t  worked 
s o  c lose  f o r  you, t h a t  you say were 48th Local Force B a t t a l i o n ,  
whether any of them s o r t  of c o n f i d e n t i a l l y  t o l d  you back i n  
March of 1 9 6 8  t h e  Americans came i n t o  t h i s  a r e a  and they 
p r e t t y  w e l l  l e v e l e d  i t ?  

A. No, s i r ,  I ' m  p o s i t i v e  nobody ever  t o l d  me t h a t  o r  
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even i n  any way h i n t e d  a t  it, American o r  Vietnamese. 

Q What d i d  t h e y  t e l l  you about t h e  48th Local  
Force  B a t t a l i o n  back 6 months b e f o r e ,  -where t h e y  had been. 

A. Where t h e y  had been? 

Q . Yes. 

A.  I t ' s  a v e r y ,  ve ry  i n t e r e s t i n g  s u b j e c t .  I f  you 
l e t  me  I ' l l--

Q ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  W e l l  now, I don ' t  want t o o  much 
d e t a i l .  I j u s t  wanted t o  t r y  and g e n e r a l l y  l e a r n  how were 
t h e y  o p e r a t i n g  i n  t h i s  a r e a  a s  you unders tood i t ?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  I ' l l  show you e x a c t l y  where t h e y  op-
e r a t e d .  Now I may b e  o f f  by a " c l i c k " ,  a k i l o m e t e r ,  s i r ,  
b u t  t h i s ,  r i g h t  through h e r e ,  t h a t  was t h e i r  haven. I 
d o n ' t  know--I d i d n ' t  r e p o r t  one t i m e  h e r e ,  t r y i n g  t o  t e l l  
an American b a t t a l i o n  how t o  go a f t e r  t h i s  u n i t .  But t h i s  
w a s  t h e i r  base .  I remember s e e i n g  one t ime a r a d i o  i n t e r -
c e p t  r e p o r t  on where t h e y ' d  been.  I-remember how happy I 
w a s  because it v e r i f i e d  t o  m e  t h a t  my i n t e l l i g e n c e  was 
r i g h t ,  because t h e i r  r a d i o  o p e r a t o r  I guess  had gone t o  
t h e s e  areas. When t h e  Americans came, he f l o a t e d ,  b u t  he 
never  f l o a t e d ,  I would s a y ,  t o o  much h i g h e r  t han  t h i s .  He 
never  f l o a t e d  h e r e .  H e  would send  a company a c r o s s  h e r e  
and they  would a t t a c k  here. Eut t h i s  man, s i r ,  he l i v e d  
r i g h t  i n  t h e r e .  H e  l i v e d  r i g h t  i n  t h a t  a r e a  r i g h t  t h e r e .  
H e  f l o a t e d  up h e r e  on occas ion  b u t  I would say  from r i g h t  
about back down t h e r e ,  r i g h t  t o  t h e r e ,  t h i s  b lock .  You 
can probably check r a d i o  i n t e r c e p t s  t o  back m e  up. That  
w a s  h i s  b a s e ,  t h a t ' s  where he l i v e d ,  and t h a t ' s  where I 
s t u d i e d  him t r y i n g  t o  g i v e  t h e  Americans--because an ob-
s e s s i o n  w i t h  m e  and w i t h  t h e  Americans t r y i n g  t o  p i n p o i n t  
a man l i k e  t h i s ,  and t r y i n g  t o  e l i m i n a t e  a tremendous 
t h o r n  i n  o u r  s i d e .  

Q Who preceded you as t h e  P R U ,  Major GAVIN? 

A. Preceded m e ,  s i r ?  A s  I r e c a l l ,  s i r ,  t h i s - - t h e  
PRU was augmented i n  September and October of 1968. There 
had been one man h e r e ,  a c o r p o r a l ,  a Marine c o r p o r a l ,  t h e  
on ly  man t h e r e .  A t  t h a t  t ime t h e y  moved an e n t i r e  t e a m  
o f  o f f i c e r s  i n ,  N C O ' s ,  everybody came i n  brand  new. That  's 
when t h e y  r e a l l y  t h e  f i rs t  documentation,  t h e  f i r . s t  r e c o r d s  
began, s ir .  
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Q - Was M r .  RAMSDELL s t i l l  t h e r e  i n  t h e  PIC? 

A. M r .  RAMSDELL, s i r ,  had l e f t  approximately  2 weeks 
b e f o r e  I e n t e r e d  t h e  Embassy House compound. 

Q Was KEATING s t i l l  t h e r e ?  

A. Y e s ,  sir.  M r .  KEATING w a s  a ve ry  c l o s e  f r i e n d  of 
mine. H e  was i n  t h i s  a r ea .  H e  gave m e  i n i t i a l  guidance and 
d i r e c t i o n  on t h i s  p rov ince .  

Q 0 I would t a k e  it t h a t  you more o r  l e s s  worked 
d i r e c t l y  f o r  M r .  KEATING a t  t h e  t i m e .  

A. . S i r ,  t h e  command r e l a t i o n s h i p  w a s  ve ry ,  very  
d i f f i c u l t  t o  d e s c r i b e .  I g o t  guidance from M r .  KEATING and 
guidance from M r .  Harry MASTAKOS, OSA a t  Danang.. But most 
of  a l l  it was j u s t  based on my knowle.dge and be ing  a r i f l e  
company commander, i n f a n t r y  t a c t i c s ,  and what I thought  w a s  
mora l ly  r i g h t  t o  do. T h a t ' s  t h e  b e s t  way I can d e s c r i b e  it. 

Q Well,  I a p p r e c i a t e  your  coming i n ,  Major GAVAN. 
I f  you do t h i n k  o f  any th ing  i n  t h e  f u t u r e  t h a t  r e l a t e s  back 

- t o  t h e  March t i m e  frame t h a t  has  t o  do  w i t h  t h e  t h i n g s  I 
mentioned t o  ycu,  2nd t h i s  comes t o  mind &out having  picked 
up such in fo rma t ion  o r  i n t e l l i g e n c e ,  w e  would a p p r e c i a t e  
you g e t t i n g  i n  touch wi th  us .  I ' l l  have somebody g e t  i n  
touch w i t h  you t o  t a k e  advantage of  t h i s  i n fo rma t ion .  I would 
aga in  c a u t i o n  you on t h e  i n s t r u c t i o n s  t h a t  have been i s s u e d  
t o  you, t h e  f a c t  you have been d i r e c t e d  n o t  t o  d i s c u s s  your  
tes t imony h e r e  w i t h  o t h e r s  i n c l u d i n g  t h o s e  who may have ap-
peared o r  may appear  as w i t n e s s e s  b e f o r e  t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  
I f  you w e r e  d i r e c t e d  by one o f  t h e  l e g i s l a t i v e  b o d i e s ,  f o r  
example a Congress iona l  committee, more s p e c i f i c a l l y  i f  you 
are asked t o  appear  b e f o r e  t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i v e  subcommittee 
of  t h e  House Armed S e r v i c e s  Committee, your  appearance and 
tes t imony h e r e  would i n  no way p r e c l u d e  you from t e s t i f y i n g  
b e f o r e  such a body. Do you have any q u e s t i o n s ,  o r  i f  you 
c a r e  t o ,  now would be  t h e  t ime f o r  you t o  make a s t a t emen t  
f o r  t h e  r eco rd .  

A. I have one t h i n g  I j u s t  remembered. ' When I went-
i n t o  t h i s  a r e a  h e r e ,  I broke a c a r d i n a l  r u l e .  I went a lone .  
Captain  TITERT and my o t h e r  a d v i s o r  on o t h e r  miss ions  down 
s o u t h ,  and I took it, " lone  w o l f " ,  w e  c a l l e d  it. 

m 
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I can t e l l  you t h e  Vietnamese who was t h e r e ,  M r .  L e  HUNG, was 
a ve ry  competent man. I ' m  s u r e  M r .  HUNG, who was t h e  deputy 
PRU commander, I guess ,  p o s s i b l y  could--I j u s t  c a n ' t  swear 
t o  t h a t .  I ' m  j u s t  a lmost  p o s i t i v e ,  b u t  I j u s t  c o u l d n ' t  
swear t h a t  I made t h i s  loop  l i k e  I thought  through h e r e ,  down 
h e r e  a c r o s s  the road ,  came back,  and I was very  angry when w e  
f lew o u t  of t h e r e  w i t h  nothing.  I j u s t  c a n ' t  swear t h a t  I 
d i d  t h a t .  But it looks  t h e  same t o  me, t h e  road  i s  blocked up, 
and t h e  h i l l  w a s  t o  my sou th .  

Q How d i d  he  s p e l l  h i s  name? 

A .  H-U-N-G, sir .  

Q And h i s  f i r s t  name i s  L-E? 

A .  Y e s ,  s i r ,  L-E. You may have some d i f f i c u l t y  i n  
f i n d i n g  M r .  L e  HUNG because I unders tand t h a t  a f t e r  I depa r t ed  
t h e r e  was a s l i g h t  i n s u r r e c t i o n  i n  the PRU, and a t  d i r e c t i o n  
of t h e  commander, M r .  HUNG was purged,  s o  t o  speak.  But I be-
l i e v e  t h a t  the--Mr. Nguyen BE,  the P I R U  commander, M r .  BE 
could t e l l  you t h e  whereabouts of M r .  Le HUNG. 

Q- How do you s p e l l  BE? 

A.  B-E, s ir .  He's an ex-Viet  Minh b a t t a l i o n  commander, 
PIRU commander t h e r e .  

Q- Did you e v e r  have occas ion  t o  meet t h e  v i l l a g e
c h i e f  of Son My V i l l a g e  l i v i n g  i n  Son Tinh D i s t r i c t  and 
around Quang N g a i , . a  man by t h e  name of LUYEN? 

A.  The name's n o t  f a m i l i a r ,  s i r ,  b u t  I - - l i k e  I s a y ,  
I could have. I met j u s t  hundreds of them a s  I w a s  t r y i n g  t o  
c o l l e c t  my i n t e l l i g e n c e .  

10: A l l  r i g h t ,  f i n e .  Good, thank you ve ry  much. 
The hearing- w i l l  r e c e s s  a t  t h i s  t i m e .  

(The h e a r i n g  r e c e s s e d  a t  1820 hour s ,  18  February 
19?0. ) 
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SUMMARY OF TESTIMONY 

WITNESS: GAVIN, David C. ,  LTC 

DATE OF TESTIMONY: 6 December 1969 

PLACE OF TESTIMONY: Pentagon 

WITNESS SUSPECTED OF: N/A 

COUNSEL: None 

DUTY ASSIGNMENT ON 16 MARCH 1968: D i s t r i c t  S e n i o r  Advisor,  
Son Tinh Dis t r ic t ,  Quang Ngai Province ,  Republ ic  of Vietnam 

1. ORGANIZATION STRUCTURE OF ARVN INTELLIGENCE. 

The D i s t r i c t  Operat ions  and I n t e l l i g e n c e  Center  
c o l l e c t e d  i n t e l l i g e n c e  from a l l  t h e  sou rces  of  in format ion  
w i t h i n  t h e  d i s t r i c t  - t h e  RF/PF, t h e  Na t iona l  P o l i c e  and 
t h e  P o l i c e  F i e l d  Forces (pg. 4 ) .  Reports  were forwarded 
t o  t h e  province-  l e v e l  which i n  t u r n  s e n t  i n t e l l i g e n c e  
in fo rma t ion  of i n t e r e s t  t o  t h e  d i s t r i c t  (pg. 4 ) .  RD Cadre 
s e n t  r e p o r t s  d i r e c t l y  t o  p rov ince  which r e t u r n e d  summaries 
t he reo f  t o  t h e  d i s t r i c t  (pg. 4 ) .  GAVIN forwarded a l l  t h i s  
in format ion  t o  American a u t h o r i t i e s  (pg. 5 )  . 
2. GAVIN'S RECOLLECTION OF T H E ' M Y  LA1 OPERATION. 

a. Procedure  f o r  g a i n i n g  c l e a r a n c e  t o  f i r e  i n  a 
f r e e  f i r e  zone. 

GAVIN d i d  n o t  s p e c i f i c a l l y  remember a meeting 
wherein he  was informed of  t h e  My L a i  Opera t ion ,  b u t  he 
r e c a l l e d  t h a t  he had been informed and h e  knew it was going 
on (pg. 6 ) .  H e  d i d  n o t  remember be ing  asked abou t  t h e  
t i m e  t h e  v i l l a g e  would most l i k e l y  be  d e s e r t e d .  However, 
i f  h e  was asked h i s  answer was misconstrued because ,  
a l though t h e  hamle t  would be  l e s s  popula ted  a t  0 7 0 0 ,  it 
w a s  unreasonable  t o  assume t h a t  a l l  t h e  people  would eve r  
be o u t  of  it a t  one t i m e  (pgs. 15,  18) . Clearance  t o  f i r e  
a r t i l l e r y  o r  u se  gunships  i n  t h i s  a r e a  had t o  b e  ob ta ined  
through GAVIN who would g r a n t  it i f  no ARVN t r o o p s  were i n  
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and ~ i s t r i c t  ' s  i n fo rma t ion  should  have been t h e  same (pg. 76) . 
Since  t h e  i n fo rma t ion  was t h e  same, h e  d i d  n o t  know why 
Task Force  Barker u s u a l l y  o b t a i n e d  i t s  in fo rma t ion  from 
G A V I N ' s  group r a t h e r  t han  Province (pg.  7 8 ) .  H e  s p e c u l a t e d  
t h a t  it w a s  due t o  t h e  f a c t  t h a t ,  when p r i s o n e r s  were brought  
t o  d i s t r i c t  f o r  i n t e r r o g a t i o n ,  i n t e l l i g e n c e  r e p o r t s  
r e c e i v e d  from Province which had been p l o t t e d  on t h e  map 
were g iven  t o  t h e  u n i t  (pg,  7 8 ) .  GAVIN never  g o t  i n t o  t h e  
p lanning  s i d e  o f  an o p e r a t i o n  (pg. 7 5 ) .  The u n i t s  would 
come t o  h i s  h e a d q u a r t e r s  t o  g e t  what i n t e l l i g e n c e  in fo rma t ion  
h e  had,  r e t u r n  t o  t h e i r  headqua r t e r s  t o  fo rmula te  t h e i r  
p l a n s ,  and,  g i v e  GAVIN a b r i e f i n g  p r i o r  t o  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  
(pg. 7 5 ) .  GAVIN w a s  r e q u i r e d  t o  keep t h i s  l a t t e r  i n fo rma t ion  

q u i e t  u n t i l  j u s t  p r i o r  t o  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  i n  o r d e r  t o  p reven t  
l e a k s  (pg. 75) . 

b .  I n t e l l i g e n c e  in fo rma t ion  provided  f o r  1 6  March 
o p e r a t i o n .  

Although h e  o f t e n  provided t h e  t a s k  f o r c e  w i t h  
i n fo rma t ion  a s  t o  t h e  whereabouts o f  t h e  48th VC B a t t a l i o n ,  
he d i d  n o t  do s o  f o r  t h e  1 6  March o p e r a t i o n  (pg. 7 3 ) .  
He could  n o t  b r i n g  t o  mind where he  had t h e  VC b a t t a l i o n  
l o c a t e d  e i t h e r  i n  mid-March o r  t h e  beg inn ing  o f  March 
(pgs .  73, 74 ) .  He remembered no th ing  about t h e  r e l a t i o n  
o f  t h e  48th VC Local  Force B a t t a l i o n  t o  t h e  16 March 
o p e r a t i o n ,  and .hz did! n o t  know i f  t h e  p o s i t i o n  o f  t h e  
b a t t a l i o n  w a s  c r u c i a l  t o  t h e  o p e r a t i o n ' s  p lanning  
(pgs.  74, 7 5 ) .  

The w i t n e s s  s t a t e d  t h a t  he  asked t h e  t a s k  f o r c e  f o r  
a body count  a f t e r  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  o u t  o f  c u r i o s i t y ,  and n o t  
due t o  a r e q u e s t  from' t h e  Vietnamese (pg. 7 0 ) .  H e  r e c a l l e d  
t h e  body count  was 1 2 0  (pg. . 7 0 ) .  H e  never  hea rd  any o f  t h e  
a l l e g a t i o n s  tha t  people  were l i n e d  up and s h o t ,  and he  knew 
no th ing  about  p r i s o n e r s  be ing  m i s t r e a t e d  by t h e  Na t iona l  
P o l i c e  (pgs .  85,  8 6 ,  90) . He knew no th ing  about  c i v i l i a n s  
be ing  k i l l e d  (pg. 9 0 )  . H e  never  hea rd  t h a t  t h e  ARVN's  
were conduct ing an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  t o  de te rmine  what had 
happened a t  My L a i ,  and he  knew o f  no o p e r a t i o n  under taken : 

by Colonel  K H I E N  i n  t h i s  r e g a r d  (pg.  8 2 ) .  GAVIN remembered 
a l i a i s o n  type  v i s i t  by HENDERSON, b u t  d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  i f  
HENDERSON m e t  TAN a t  t h i s  t i m e  (pgs .  9 0 ,  91) . The w i t n e s s  
d i d  n o t  know where HENDERSON o b t a i n e d  t h e  i n fo rma t ion  t h a t  
t h e  Son Tinh D i s t r i c t  Chief d i d  n o t  g i v e  t h e  a l l e g a t i o n s  
any importance (pg. 89) . 
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Q What w a s  your r e l a t i o n s h i p  wi th  t h e  d i s t r i c t  
ch ie f?  

A. I was h i s  advisor  i n  mat ters  of counter insur-
gency a s  w e l l  a s  t r a i n i n g .  That i s ,  my team advised him 
on counterinsurgency t r a i n i n g  a s  w e l l  a s  genera l  o f fens ive  
opera t ions  wi th in  t h e  d i s t r i c t .  

Q =  Who was t h e  d i s t r i c t  c h i e f ?  

A. Captain TAN a t  t h a t  t ime, s ir .  The d i s t r i c t  
ch ief  had been changed j u s t  p r i o r  t o  t h e  t h e  T e t  o f fens ive .  

T-A-N? 

Right ,  sir. 

Q- Did you have a normal d i s t r i c t  advisory s t a f f ?  

A. Y e s  , sir. 

Q. Did you have a d i s t r i c t  i n t e l l i g e n c e  advisor? 

A. Y e s ,  s i r ,  a t  t h a t  t ime. I was t r y i n g  t o  remem-
b e r  exac t ly  when t h e  man was ass igned,  b u t  a t  t h a t  t ime,  I 
d i d ,  yes.  

Q What was t h e  i n t e l l i g e n c e  o rgan iza t ion  wi th in  
Son Tinh D i s t r i c t ?  I ' d  l i k e  you t o  d e s c r i b e  it; how it 
funct ioned,  t h e  exchange of informat ion-and t h e  genera l  
i n t e l l i g e n c e  opera t ion .  

A. The d i s t r i c t  had a D i s t r i c t  Operations and In-
t e l l i g e n c e  Center ,  Vietnamese, and my l i e u t e n a n t  ac ted  a s  
t h e  advisor  t o  t h a t .  They forwarded r e p o r t s  t o  province 
and i n  t u r n  province s e n t  them information.  There was an 
exchange of information between t h e  d i s t r i c t  and t h e  pro-
vince.  This  was under t h e  command and t h e  c o n t r o l  of t h e  
Vietnamese d i s t r i c t  S2. 

Q. Was t h i s  t h e  same group t h a t  a l s o  handled t h e  
Phoenix Program? 

A. Well, they c o n t r o l l e d  t h e  Phoenix people,  r i g h t ,  
s ir .  

Q. Yes. Did they a l s o  have c o n t r o l  of t h e  i n t e l l i -
gence c o l l e c t i o n  wi th in  t h e  Nat ional  Po l i ce?  Did, they 
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g a t h e r  i n t e l l i g e n c e  from t h e  RF and PF u n i t s ?  How d i d  t h i s  
funct ion?  

A.  Yes, s ir .  A l l  of t h e  i n t e l l i g e n c e  was rece ived  
i n t o  t h i s  c e n t e r ,  s ir ,  from a l l  sources  wi th in  t h e  d i s t r i c t ,  
from t h e  RF/PF, t h e  Nat ional  P o l i c e ,  t h e  Po l i ce  F i e l d  Forces 
which were assigned a t  var ious  t i m e s .  We d i d  no t  have them 
permanently. They were assigned t o  us p e r i o d i c a l l y .  That 
w a s  t h e  Nat ional  F i e l d  Po l i ce .  

Q How much d i d  you g e t  out  of t h e  Nat ional  P o l i c e  
F i e l d  Force? 

A. From a p la toon t o  a company, sir. I t  depended on 
t h e  p a r t i c u l a r  s e c u r i t y  s i t u a t i o n  a t  t h e  t i m e .  

Q Yes. Did you a l s o  t a p  t h e  i n t e l l i g e n c e  sources  
of  t h e  RD Cadre? 

A. The RD Cadre repor ted  d i r e c t l y  t o  province,  and 
w e ,  i n  t u r n ,  g o t  r e p o r t s .  We g o t  a summary. Any r e p o r t s  
w e  would g e t  from them would come down from province.  They 
went d i r e c t l y  t o  province f i r s t .  

Q = What r e l a t i o n s h i p  d id  Son Tinh D i s t r i c t  have 
w i t h  t h e  U.S. f o r c e s  i n  t h e  a r e a  i n  terms of i n t e l l i g e n c e ,  
t h e  planning anii conduct of opera t ions ,  th ings  of t h i s  
p a r t i c u l a r  category having t o  do with opera t ions  and 
i n t e l l i g e n c e ?  

A. I n i t i a l l y ,  t h e  American fo rces  would go t o  
t h e  2d ARVN Divis ion f o r  an A 0  ex tens ion  i f  it was south 
of  t h e i r  AO. Then they would come t o  me and t e l l  m e  
s p e c i f i c a l l y  where they were going. They would e n j o i n  
m e  no t  t o  t e l l  t h e  d i s t r i c t  ch ief  because we found t h a t  
i f  too  many people found o u t  about it, t h e  VC found ou t  
about it a l s o .  And s o  I would t e l l  him, normally, what 
I would do. They would come down and coordina te  and t e l l  
me where they were going wi th in  t h i s  A 0  extension.  They 
would g e t  a q u i t e  l a r g e  A0 extens ion  so  it would be d i f f i c u l t  
f o r  t h e  VC t o  g e t  information.  Even though they had t h e  
information from 2d ARVN Divis ion ,  where t h e  A0 extens ion  
was, it would be d i f f i c u l t  f o r  them t o  determine exac t ly  
where wi th in  t h a t  t h a t  they were going t o  opera te .  

Q And d id  they have l i a i s o n  o f f i c e r s  with you 
f o r  exchanging information,  i n t e l l i g e n c e  information,  
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e a s t  they only took i n  a very s m a l l  po r t ion  i n  t h e  nor thern  
edge of t h e  d i s t r i c t .  

Q • You ind ica ted  t h a t  when they would g e t  an A0 
from t h e  ARVN--

A. ( In te rpos ing)  An A0 extens ion ,  r i g h t ,  sir.  

Q They would normally come i n  and check with 
you when they i n i t i a t e d  an opera t ion?  

A. Yes, s ir .  They would g e t  t h e  A 0  ex tens ion  and 
then  they would come down, usua l ly  Major CALHOUN o r  Colonel 
BARKER, o r  both would come down, and a c t u a l l y  show me where 
they  w e r e  going and how they were going t o  opera te .  

Q. Y e s .  

A .  And I wouldn't  t e l l  t h e  d i s t r i c t  ch ief  u n t i l  
t h e  morning t h a t  it was happening. I n  o t h e r  words, it 
would be t o o  l a t e  then t o  leak t o  t h e  VC. 

. . Q.  Before t h e  opera t ion  which was i n i t i a t e d  on t h e  
16th  of March, d i d  Colonel BARKER o r  a member of h i s  s t a f f  
inform you a s  t o  t h e  concept of opera t ions  i n  t h e  My La i  
a rea?  

A. . I d o n ' t  remember spec i f ica l ly- ,  s i r ,  b u t  t h i s  was 
normal. They would come down and a c t u a l l y  draw it on t h e  
map where they were going t o  have t h e i r  a s s a u l t  and t h i s  
type  of th ing .  I d o n ' t  remember t h a t  s p e c i f i c  i n c i d e n t  
because we d id  do t h i s  q u i t e  a b i t  on q u i t e  a few 
opera t ions ,  sir.  

Q. During t h e  course of t h i s  opera t ion ,  were you
kep t  a b r e a s t  of t h e  progress  of t h e  opera t ions?  

A. No, sir. 

9 Were you aware t h a t  t h e  opera t ion  w a s  going on? 

Y e s ,  s ir ,  I was aware t h a t  it was going on. 

What made you aware of i t ?  

Because when they s e t  up an o p e r a t i o n , . t h e y  
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No, s i r ,  I h a d n ' t  seen it before .  

Q Were you aware of any s logans used by t h e  VC 
t o  avenge t h e  s l a u g h t e r  a t  My Lai  ( 4 ) ?  

A.  No, sir. 

Q Were you aware of any f l a g s  o r  armbands o r  
anything which they used t o  h i g h l i g h t  t h a t ?  

A.  No, sir. % 

Q Colonel GAVIN, on t h i s  map t o  your r e a r  we 
have depic ted  t h e  opera t ion  and t h e  l o c a t i o n  o f ,  1 'would  
say ,  some of t h e  U.S. and ARVN u n i t s  and a c t i v i t i e s .  I 
n o t i c e  t h a t  nor th  of t h e  Song Tra Khuc River,  t h e  a r e a  i n  
t h e  v i l l a g e  of An Loc, t h e r e  i s  an RD Team loca ted .  

Right,  sir.  

Q • Was t h i s  team loca ted  t h e r e ?  

A.  Yes, sir.  

Was t h i s  team under your Son Tinh d i s t r i c t  c h i e f ?  

A. Yes, s ir .  The teams were under c o n t r o l  of t h e  
d i s t r i c t  c h i e f ,  bu t  they repor ted  d i r e c t l y  t o  province.  
By t h i s ,  I mean t h e i r  census gr ievance a c t i v i t i e s ,  t h e i r  
r e p o r t s  went d i r e c t l y  t o  province.  The d i s t r i c t  ch ie f  
made recommendations where t o  put  them and t h i s  type  
t h i n g ,  s i r .  ' 

Q But they had no d i r e c t  con t ro l  over them? Is 
t h a t  what you a r e  i n d i c a t i n g ?  

A. To my knowledge, he c o u l d n ' t  go ou t  t h e r e  and 
o rde r  them around. He c o u l d n ' t  move them o r  anything l i k e  
t h i s ,  sir. This was a p r o v i n c i a l  dec is ion .  

Q . Did t h i s  team have a census gr ievance team t o  
your knowledge? 

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  I b e l i e v e  they  a l l  had census gr ievance  
teams. 
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Q. Did you rece ive  any r e p o r t s  from t h i s  census 
gr ievance team of a massacre o r  a t r o c i t i e s  be ing  conducted 
i n  My Lai  ( 4 )  on t h e  16th  of March o r  thereabouts?  

A. No, sir.  A s  I say,  t h e s e  r e p o r t s  went d i r e c t l y  
t o  province,  they d i d n ' t  come t o  d i s t r i c t .  

Q But they  would normally. Wasn't it t h e  p r a c t i c e
t h a t  such r e p o r t s  would be disseminated? 

A. We would g e t  a summation, u s u a l l y  a t  the  end of  
t h e  month, s i r ,  o r  something l i k e  t h i s .  

&- Were t h e r e  any o t h e r  RD cadre i n  t h e  immediate 
v i c i n i t y  o f ' t h i s  a rea?  

A. No, s i r ,  t h a t  one t h e r e  w a s  t h e  most e a s t e r n  
one t h a t  w e  had. That w a s  t h e  e a s t e r n  l i m i t  of t h e  government 
con t ro l .  

Q I n o t i c e  t h e r e  i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  of Hoa My o r  Chau 
Thanh, t h e  f o r t i f i e d  a r e a  t h e r e ,  t h e r e  was an ARVN outpos t .  

. . Is t h i s  c o r r e c t ?  

A.  Y e s ,  s i r ,  be fo re  T e t .  But we l o s t  t h a t  one 
during T e t ,  s ir ,  and we reoccupied it l a t e r .  

Q , W a s  it reoccupied be fo re  t h e  -16th of  March t o  
your r e c o l l e c t i o n ?  

A. I t  must have been, s i r .  And as  f a r  a s  t h e  exac t  
d a t e s  and t imes ,  sir,  w e  manage'd t o  capture  a l l  t h a t  s t u f f  
back, I am no t  exac t  on it. But t h a t  RD team wouldn ' t  be 
t h e r e  unless  t h a t  outpos t  were occupied. This was normal 
because t h a t  was t h e  only th ing  t h a t  p ro tec ted  t h a t  road 
which i s  t h e  only  way t h e  RD team could g e t  down t h e r e .  
The VC could move r i g h t  i n  t h e r e  and c u t  t h a t  road and 
c u t  t h e  team o f f .  The ou tpos t  r i g h t  nor th  of  An Loc is  
t h e  only one we he ld .  W e  he ld  it a s  an i s l a n d  and had it 
resuppl ied  by h e l i c o p t e r  a f t e r  t h e  T e t  o f f e n s i v e ,  s ir .  

Q. The outpos t . r ior th  of An Loc? Would you p lease
' p o i n t  t o  i t ?  

A. Yes, s ir ,  i t ' s  r i g h t  he re  i n  t h i s  l i t t l e  p r o j e c t i o n  
of land o u t  he re  ( i n d i c a t i n g  on Exh ib i t  M A P - 1 ) .  . 
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( i n d i c a t i n g )  because t h e  people i n  these  hamlets farmed 
t h e s e  f i e l d s  ( i n d i c a t i n g )  . The a c t u a l  hard VC zone ran  
along--at t h a t  time we had l o s t  H i l l  85. W e  had an ou tpos t  
up t h e r e  p r i o r  t o  Te t ,  b u t  t h a t  was permanently l o s t ,  and 
t h e  VC flew a f l a g  from it. From t h e  nor thern  end of Nue 
Ngang Mountain approximately d iagonal ly  over t o  t h e  6978 
g r i d  l i n e ,  and then due west along t h i s  78 g r i d  l i n e  t o  
665780, and then d iagonal ly  nor th  again j u s t  about up t o  
h e r e ,  sir ( i n d i c a t i n g ) .  This p lace  he re ,  Hoa My, it was 
contes ted  and bounced back and f o r t h  a l l  t h e  t ime. The VC 
would come i n  and shoot  a t  t h i s  ou tpos t  q u i t e  f r equen t ly  
( i n d i c a t i n g ) ,  from t h i s  hamlet,  s o  it was contes ted .  

Q Frankly,  I r a t h e r  marvel a t  you being a b l e  t o  
draw such a p r e c i s e  l i n e .  

A. On our  over lay  provided f o r  a r t i l l e r y  c o n t r o l ,  
it was d iv ided  i n t o  t h r e e  d i f f e r e n t  zones. You had a f r e e -
f i r e  zone, and you had a c o n t r o l l e d - f i r e  zone, and i n s i d e  
t h e  government a r e a ,  a no- f i r e  zone. And t h i s  con t ro l l ed -
f i r e  zone was a contes ted  a r e a  and it was wide i n  some 
p laces  and narrow i n  o t h e r  p laces .  I c a n ' t  from memory 
draw t h a t  one, but  t h i s  i s  t h e  genera l  l i n e  of c o n t r o l .  

Q. Did ARVNAconsider t h e  a r e a  t o  the  e a s t  of  t h e  
l i n e  you have j u s t  descr ibed  a f r e e - f i r e  zone? 

A. 'Yes, sir.  

Q And what i s  your i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  of a f r e e - f i r e  
zone? 

A. The way t h a t  it--what it meant t o  us a s  t h e  
advisory team was t h a t  i f  an American u n i t  c a l l e d  and s a i d  
they  had g o t t e n  i n t e l l i g e n c e  and they wanted t o  run har-
a s s i n g  and i n t e r d i c t i n g  f i r e  i n t o  t h a t  a r e a ,  unless  we had 
an opera t ion  ou t  t h e r e  o r  had t roops  ou t  i n  t h a t  a r e a ,  and 
i f  it f e l l  w i th in  t h a t  f r e e - f i r e  a r e a ,  then it could be a t  
t h a t  t ime c l e a r e d  t o  be f i r e d  upon. Now, i n  t h i s  con t ro l l ed -
f i r e  zone? t h e  d i s t r i c t  ch ief  approved each mission,  and, 
of  course,  w i t h i n  t h e  no- f i r e  zone, t h a t  was only when we 
were under a t t a c k .  
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Q Then t h e  r u l e  was, f o r  your f r e e - f i r e  zone, f o r  
c learance  t o  f i r e  any a r t i l l e r y , - a n y  gunships t o  work, any 
naval  s h i p s  t o  f i r e ,  any a i r s t r i k e s ,  anything of t h i s  form, 
about a l l  they  had t o  do was c a l l  i n ,  and i f  it was e a s t  
of t h a t  l i n e ,  they would g e t  immediate c learance .  Is t h a t  
c o r r e c t ?  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q Could they  f i r e  i n t o  t h a t  a r e a  of t h e i r  own f r e e  
w i l l ?  

A.  Not without  c l e a r i n g  it with us ,  no, sir.  

Q- Could they  f i r e  i n t o  a v i l l a g e ?  For example,
could they f i r e  i n t o  My L a i  ( 4 )  ha rass ing  f i r e ?  

A. Yes, sir.  

Q A l l  t h a t  was necessary w a s  t o  c a l l  i n ,  g e t  c l e a r -
ance, p r imar i ly  based on t h e  f a c t  of whether t h e r e  were o r  
w e r e  n o t  ARVN t roops  i n  t h e r e .  No ARVN t roops o r  o u t s i d e  
t h e  range of ARVN t roops ,  c l ea rance  was almost automatic? 

A. Right ,  sir.  

COL WILSON: Did ARVN f i r e  ha rass ing  and i n t e r d i c t i o n  f i r e  
i n t o  t h i s  a r e a  o f t e n ?  I n t o  t h e  My Lai  ( 4 )  complex and 
P i n k v i l l e  complex? Did they  d a i l y ,  n i g h t l y ,  o r  what? 

A. ARVN d i d n ' t  a c t u a l l y  have t h a t  much ammuntion 
a l l o c a t e d  t o  h a r a s s  and f o r  i n t e r d i c t i o n .  Whenever they 
go t  i n t e l l i g e n c e  r e p o r t s ,  i f  they had t h e  ammunition, they  
would f i r e .  Otherwise, they would r e q u e s t  t h a t  t h e  Ameri-
cans f i r e ,  k 

I0 : The Americans then  were a c t u a l l y  ca r ry ing  ou t  
. ARVN f i r e  missions i n  some ins tances?  

A. Upon reques t .  

Q Upon reques t .  

2 1  
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Q Well, i n  your conversat ions with Colonel BARKER 
and Major CALHOUN and Captain KOTOUC--

A. ( In te rpos ing)  I f  it was. showing on my map a s  
being t h e r e ,  s i r ,  I would have s a i d ,  "The b e s t  information 
I 've go t  says it ' s  t h e r e .  " ' I can '  t remember. No, sir.  

Q. But as  f a r  a s  the  p lan  of opera t ion ,  w a s  t h e  posi-
t i o n  of t h e  l o c a l  f o r c e  b a t t a l i o n  c r u c i a l  t o  t h a t  planning? 

A. I suppose it was, s i r .  I d o n ' t  r e a l l y  know. I 
never got  i n t o  t h e i r  planning. They would come down, normally,  
and I would j u s t  g e t  what i n t e l l i g e n c e  I had, and they would 
go bac k and make t h e i r  p lan  and come down and b r i e f  me on it 
and say ,  "We're going t o  do t h i s  tomorrow morning. How about 
pass ing  t h e  word t o  your d i s t r i c t  ch ief  j u s t  before  it s t a r t s  
s o  we won't  have a leak?"  This was t h e  normal th ing .  

Q W e  have var ious  testimony i n d i c a t i n g  t h a t  you 
were very f r i e n d l y  wi th  t h e  people a t  LZ D o t t i e  and s p e n t  
t ime wi th  them and would work wi th  them and h e l p  them i n  pro-
vid ing  information i f  they  needed it f o r  t h e i r  ope ra t ions .  
That it was a l o t  c l o s e r  than  j u s t  a casual  te lephone conver-
s a t i o n .  I t  was much more of a cont inuing r e l a t i o n  w i t h  a 
u n i t  i n  t h a t  a rea .  You were a source of important  informa-
t i o n  t o  them when they were opera t ing  h e r e  and would have 
some not ion  of what it was they were th ink ing  about doing' 
and t r y i n g  t o  feed information t o  them. Now, can you g ive  
us any i d e a  of %%atwas t h e  concept of "&is opera t ion  as 
you understood i t ?  

A. No, s i r .  A s  -I say ,  they would come down and b r i e f  me. 
They would say ,  "We're going t o  pu t  t h i s  company h e r e ,  t h i s  
company he re ,  t h i s  company he re  t o  block and we ' re  going t o  
search  t h e  v i l l a g e .  We hope we've got  a u n i t  i n s i d e . "  This 
would be t h e  e x t e n t  of t h e i r  normal--to me, s o  I could draw 
it on my map i n  o rde r  t o  pass  it on t o  t h e  d i s t r i c t  c h i e f .  

Q . To what e x t e n t  d i d  you check your information i n  
t h i s  r e s p e c t  a g a i n s t  t h e  information of province? 

A. What type information do you mean, s i r ?  

Q For examply, where you were ca r ry ing  t h e  48th 
Local Force Ba t t a l ion?  
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A.  W e  go t  a l l  of our  i n t e l l i g e n c e  r e p o r t s  from pro-
vince ,  sir.  

Q . S o  t h a t  your information would be t h e  same? 

A. So w e  d i d n ' t  check. No, sir.  T h e o r e t i c a l l y ,  
it would correspond with t h e i r s .  Sometimes we'd g e t  
r e p o r t s  of t h e  48th being i n  f o u r ' o r  f i v e  d i f f e r e n t  
l o c a t i o n s .  Province i n t e l l i g e n c e  people knew t h e  s p i e s  by 
name i n s t e a d  of j u s t  t h e  number t h a t  I had a t  t h e  t o p  of our  
r e p o r t s  t h a t  w e  go t  and could g ive  more credence t o  t h i s  one 
o r  more credence t o  t h a t  one. They would . ra t e  them. We'd 
g e t  them wi th  a v a l i d i t y  r a t i n g  on them. But they  might have 
had a d d i t i o n a l  information a v a i l a b l e  a t  t h e i r  l e v e l  t h a t  we 
d i d n ' t  have. We depended upon them f o r  our i n t e l l i g e n c e  in -
pu t ,  t h e  province and d i s t r i c t .  We generated some a t  
d i s t r i c t  l e v e l  and forwarded it up t o  province.  -

Q - I f  Task Force Barker turned  t o  you f o r  informa-
t i o n  f o r  t h e i r  ope ra t ion ,  were they g e t t i n g  p rov ince ' s  in-
formation o r  were they  g e t t i n g  your l o c a l  information? 

A. W e l l ,  they should have been g e t t i n g  t h e  same, be-
cause,  a s  I say ,  w e  based our  information on t h e  r e p o r t s  from 
province.  I f  t h e  information pe r t a ined  t o  t h e  e a s t ,  t h a t  
a r e a  between t h e  highway and t h e  c o a s t ,  what we termed as  t h e  
e a s t ,  then  t h e s e  r e p o r t s  were forwarded. The r e p o r t s  them-
s e l v e s  w e r e  forwarded up t o  Task Force Barker,  because t h e s e  
r e p o r t s  f r equen t ly  contained information about l o c a t i o n s  of 
tunne l s  o r  l o c a t i o n s  of caches and t h e s e  type th ings  t h a t  
were o u t  i n  t h a t  a r e a ,  s o  t h a t  they  would need t h e s e  r e p o r t s .  
I f  they went ou t  t h e r e ,  they would need t h e s e  r e p o r t s  t o  know 
genera l ly  where t o  search  f o r  t h e s e  th ings .  They were n o t  
j u s t  unit l o c a t i o n s  t h a t  came i n .  

10: Maybe I can c l a r i f y  t h i s  j u s t  a l i t t l e  b i t  here .  
A t  t h e  p o i n t  of t i m e  t h a t  we ' re  t a l k i n g  about ,  somewhat 
e a r l y  i n  1 9 6 8 ,  t h e  i n t e l l i g e n c e  c o l l e c t i o n  c a p a b i l i t y  of 
t h e  d i s t r i c t s  was p r e t t y  low, i n  a sense t h a t  t h e  D I O C C ' s  
were j u s t  g e t t i n g  s t a r t e d  and they  h a d n ' t  b u i l t  up anything. 
The same t h i n g  might be s a i d  f o r  province i n  some cases  be-
cause t h e i r  P I O C C s  were j u s t  g e t t i n g  s t a r t e d .  But a l l  pro-
vinces a t  l e a s t  had the  b e n e f i t  of an S2 o rgan iza t ion  working 
wi th  t h e i r  Vietnamese coun te rpa r t s ,  and it would vary from 
d i s t r i c t  to  d i s t r i c t .  Some d i s t r i c t s  had t o  depend upon t h e  
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pensions,. you might say ,  of t h e  p a r t i c u l a r  o f f i c e r .  Some of 
them were a b l e  t o  develop some p r e t t y  good i n t e l l i g e n c e .  

A .  We normally generated about t h r e e  t o  f i v e  a day,.  
sir.  This was about our  average from our  DIOCC. 

Q.  You d i d ,  however, have a v a i l a b l e  t o  you a l l  t h e  
time i n  Son Tinh D i s t r i c t  headquarters  a  l i a i s o n  i n d i v i d u a l ,  
I b e l i e v e  an NCO f ron  a r t i l l e r y ,  t o  a s s i s t  i n  c learance  of 
a r t i l l e r y  f i r e ?  

A .  Yes, s i r ,  c l e a r i n g  a r t i l l e r y  f i r e .  

Q And you undoubtedly passed on information through 
him a s  w e l l .  

A .  I n t e l l i g e n c e  information,  s i r ?  

Q Y e s .  

A. Some of it could have gone through him, b u t  t h e  
normal procedure w a s  s i n c e  we had t h i s  mul t i tude  of documents 
a l o t  of it w i t h  d e t a i l e d  about l o c a t i o n  of caches and tunne l s  
and what were i n  them and t h i s  type t h i n g ,  t h a t  we'd normally 
c a l l  them and they 'd  come down and g e t  t h e  paper i t s e l f  s o  
t h a t  they would have t h e  documents. This was t h e  most common 
procedure,  s ir .  

Q I have a l i t t l e  d i f f i c u l t y  eva lua t ing  t h i s  because 
although t h e r e  were some weak a r e a s  of coordina t ion  and coop-
e r a t i o n  t h a t  e x i s t e d  wi th  I1 Corps, General FUHLEN and myself 
were i n s i s t e n t  t h a t  t h e s e  people worked hand-in-glove. A s  a 
consequence, t h e r e  was marvelous cooperat ion every day. The 
d i s t r i c t  and t h e ' t a c t i c a l  u n i t s  were toge the r .  I t h i n k  I ' m  
c o r r e c t  i n  saying t h a t  t o  Colonel F R A N K L I N  who was j u s t  south 
of you and i n  Binh Dinh Province.  

A. Right ,  .sir. 

Q That change, which was e f f e c t i v e  subsequent iy,
i s  t o  a g r e a t  degree re spons ib le  f o r  the  v a s t  improvement 
t h a t ' s  been made i n  t h i s  a rea .  I ' m  s o r r y ,  I d i d n ' t  mean 
t o  i n t e r r u p t ,  b u t  I do th ink  t h a t  i t ' s  wise t o  recognize 
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t h a t  a t  t h e  p o i n t  i n  t ime, we're t a l k i n g  about e a r l y  1968, t h e  
i n t e l l i g e n c e  c a p a b i l i t y  of many of these  d i s t r i c t s  was almost 
n i l .  

MR MACCRATE: I ' m  i n t e r e s t e d ,  then,  i n  why Task Force Barker 
would t u r n  t o  the  d i s t r i c t  r a t h e r  than t o  the  province t o  
g e t  i t s  information.  

A. I r e a l l y  d o n ' t  know, s i r ,  b u t  they normally d i d .  . 	A l l  t h e  American u n i t s  t h a t  were t h e r e  d id ;  not  only Task Force 
Barker, but  the  u n i t s  t h a t  followed. I th ink  t h i s  grew ou t  of 
t h e  f a c t  t h a t  when they captured p r i s o n e r s ,  say ,  t h a t  they had 
dec lared  as  I C ' s  , innocent c i v i l i a n s ,  they would b r ing  
it down t o  us.  Then they would d iscover  t h a t  we had t h i s  d a i l y  
inpu t  of i n t e l l i g e n c e  r e p o r t s  t h a t  we got .  ~ n c e ' w e  had read  

, 	 them and p l o t t e d  them and i f  they were o u t  i n  a reas  t h a t  we 
, couldn' t reach with our d i s t r i c t  f o r c e s ,  you know, we didn 't 
have t h e  c a p a b i l i t y  t o  go t h a t  f a r  o u t  i n  VC country,  then 
we would g ive  t h e s e  documents t o  them f o r  t h e i r  use. 

Anyway, we worked it ou t  s o  t h a t  they would b r ing  
'a11 t h e  p r i s o n e r s  t h a t  they had checked t o  be innocent c i v i l -  
i a n s ,  t h a t  they would no t  j u s t  t u r n  them loose ,  b u t  they would 
t u r n  them over  t o  the  d i s t r i c t .  And t h i s  came o u t  because 
we found o u t  from some of our  i n t e l l i g e n c e  r e p o r t s  t h a t  
f requent ly  they had VC i n f r a s t r u c t u r e  members, b u t  they had 
no card  f i l e  on them. So t h i s  guy says ,  "I ' m  innocent ,  I ' m  
j u s t  a farmer,  " and they would t u r n  him-loose.  So we worked 
t h i s  system ou t ,  t h a t  they would t u r n  these  people over t o  the  
d i s t r i c t  i n  which they were captured,  t o  the  d i s t r i c t  c h i e f ,  
s o  t h a t  t h e  Vietnamese could i n v e s t i g a t e  them and make the  
f i n a l  determinat ion.  

10: I t h i n k  you're  wrong t h a t  you worked it o u t .  You 
may have j u s t  discovered it, b u t  t h i s  was the  procedure t h a t  
had been e s t a b l i s h e d  by MACV some time ago, c l e a r  back i n  the  
middle of 1967 when OCO was e s t a b l i s h e d .  

A. Right,  sir,  w e l l ,  I ' l l  say t h a t  we had had some 
t r o u b l e  wi th  it then ,  sir, s o  we got  s o  we made l i a i s o n  i n  
t h i s  s e c t i o n  so t h a t  t h i s  d i d  n o t  happen, because they had 
turned loose some p r e t t y  important i n f r a s t r u c t u r e  people,  
we found o u t  l a t e r .  

MR 	MACCRATE: From t h e  information you've furnished t o  us yes-
' 	 t e rday ,  you were absent  from Vietnam from the  24th of May t o  

the  2nd of Ju ly .  Af te r  you re tu rned  t o  Vietnam, do you r e c a l l  
any opera t ion  going i n t o  e a s t e r n  Son Tinh D i s t r i c t ?  
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f o r  them t o  b u i l d  t h a t  new outpos t  on t h e  southern  end of 
t h a t  b i g  h i l l ,  t h a t  b i g  r i d g e  l i n e  t h a t  runs along t h e  c o a s t  
r i g h t  t h e r e  a t  t h e  Tra Khuc River.  

10: 85 o r  t h e  one t o  t h e  south? 

A.  .No, sir,  i t ' s  t h e  b i g  long r i d g e  t h a t  runs south  
from 85 genera l ly .  

MR MACCRATE: Is t h a t  110? 

A. This  one r i g h t  here ,  Nui gang ( i n d i c a t i n g  on 
Exh ib i t  MAP-3) . 
10: Nui Ngang, yes .  

A .  They b u i l t  an outpos t  here .  They had screening  
opera t ions  i n  t h i s  a r e a  s o  t h a t  they could g e t  o u t  here  and 
secure  t h i s  a r e a  and b u i l d  t h i s  ou tpos t  ( i n d i c a t i n g )  . 
MR MACCRATE: Well, do you reca l l - -

A. ( In te rpos ing)  The d e t a i l s  on them? No, s ir .  A s  
f a r  a s  o b j e c t i v e s  and t h i s  type t h i n g , ' I  d o n ' t  remember. 

Q. But .do  you r e c a l l  i n  one of t h e s e  o p e r a t i o n s t h a t
Colonel K H I E N ,  t h e  s e c t o r  commander o r  t h e  province chi.ef , 
went o u t  on t h e . p p e r a t i o n ?  

A. Colonel KHIEN'was o u t  f r equen t ly ,  s i r ,  and .he would.  
drop i n .  There w a s  one per iod  of time when-he was mad a t  my 
d i s t r i c t  c h i e f ,  and he t o l d  him t o  go ou t  t o  t h e  c i t a d e l  a r e a  
and s t a y  out  t h e r e  3 o r . 4  n i g h t s ,  and he would s t o p  ou t  
t o  check t o  s e e  where everybody was. Course, he ld  s t o p  o u t  be-
- f o r e  dark ,  because t h a t  road wasnl t s a f e  a f t e r  dark ,  between 
t h e  main highway and where we were s i t t n g  o u t  t h e r e .  

b 

Q Do you have any r e c o l l e c t i o n  of him being o u t  on 
an opera t ion  and M r .  BURKE being wi th  him a f t e r  M r .  BURKE had 
become t h e  province s e n i o r  adv i so r ,  r ep lac ing  M r .  MAY? Along 
about t h e  e a r l y  f a l l  of  1968? 

A.  They came up t o  v i s i t  t h i s  Nui Ngang Mountain, I 
know t h a t ,  sir.  You know, a f t e r  the  p lace  was secure  they flew 
o u t  t h e r e  and landed and walked around and looked. No, s i r ,  
unless  you can b r ing  something e l s e  up. 
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9- Y e s .  

A.  ' But t h i s  w a s  a s tandard  SOP. 

Q L e t  m e  ask you what I would cons ider  a t e c h n i c a l  
ques t ion .  When those  people were working with Task Force 
Barker, who was respons ib le  f o r  what they  d id?  . -

A. I would say t h s t  DUC would be,  s ir .  

Q Well, I Irn no t  saying whether DUC s respons ib le ;  
are t h e  Vietnamese respons ib le ,  the National  P o l i c e ,  o r  is 
Task Force Barker respons ib le?  

A. Taslc Force Barker would be respons ib le  u n t i l  
such t i m e  as they turned then1 over  o f f i c i a l l y  t o  t h e  
Vietnamese, s i r .  

9 B u t ,  t h e  Vietngmese a r e  working f o r  them. This 
i s  t h e i r  AO,. That a rea  has  been turned  over  t o  them. 

A. Right ,  sir.  They would be t h e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  of 
Task Force Barker,  s i r .  

Q = No. I d o n ' t  mean to--

A .  ( In te rpos ing)  This i s  iny i a t e r p r z t a t i o n  of it, 
s i r ,  t h a t  once t h e  people a r e  captured b-y t h e  Americans, 
u n t i l  they a r e  o f f i c i a l l y  turned over  t o  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  of 
t h e  Vietnamese government, as being o f f i c i a l l y  turned  over  
t o  t h e s e  people t o  keep and t a k e  off  t o  t he  p r i s o n  o r  where-
ever  they  t ake  them, then they  remain American r e s p o n s i b i l i t y .  
This i s  my understanding of it, s ir .  

Q. All r i g h t .  Now, dur ing  t h i s  pe r iod ,  d id  you ever  
r ece ive  a r e p o r t  e i t h e r  from t h e  Vietnamese i n  terms of 
Captain DUC f o r  t h e  Nat ional  P o l i c e ,  o r  from Colonel BARKER 

. o r  from Captain KOTOUC, t h e  S2  of Task Force Barker ,  o r  from 
any source t h a t  t h e r e  had been some p r i s o n e r s  mis t r ea ted?  

A. . N o ,  s i r .  KOTOUC, t h e  only t h i n g  he eve r  said t o  
me about them, he says,-"We r e a l l y  do l i k e  t h e s e  people;  
t hey  ' r e  good. " I s a i d ,  "Okay, -this i s  f i n e  ." 
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Q. . Yes. You a t  no t ime rece ived  a r e p o r t  t h a t  a t  
l e a s t  one and poss ib ly  two and up t o  e i g h t  PW's were 
executed? 

A. No, sir. 

Q. During t h e  t i m e  t h a t  you were t h e  s e n i o r  d i s t r i c t  
adv i so r ,  d i d  you ever  s e e  any opera t ions  conducted by t h e  
V i e t  Cong which i n  c h a r a c t e r  looked a s  though it may have 
been a r e p r i s a l  o r  r e p r i s a l s  f o r  what may have happened i n  
My Lai  (4)? You might have t o  th ink  about t h a t  one f o r  j u s t  
a  minute. You've brought up, f o r  example, something t h a t  I 
had no t  r e a l l y  understood be fo re ,  t h e  f ac t  t h a t  they had 
pushed i n  and h e l d  t h i s  t e r r i t o r y  west of t h e  c i t a d e l  and 
were b e l l i e d  up t o  Buddha Mountain. 

A .  Yes, sir,  they were. 

Q. You i n d i c a t e d  i n  J u l y  and August? 

A. I have g o t  s l i d e s ,  s i r ,  t h a t  have g o t  d a t e s  on 
them, and I always s e n t  t h e  s l i d e s  r i g h t  away, s o  t h e  d a t e  
w i l l  g ive  us  t h e  month. One of them i s  t h e  ARVN counter-
a t t a c k  on t h e  c i t a d e l  when t h e  VC were occupying it. So 
we can d a t e  t h a t  a s . - f a r  a s  t h e  month i s  concerned, s ir .  

Q- Yes. Now, p u t t i n g  t h a t  i n  t h a t  con tex t ,  
were t h e r e  any opera t ions  by t h e  Vie t  Cong, t h e  48th o r  any 
o t h e r  u n i t  o u t  t h e r e ,  t h a t  appeared as  i f  it might be - in  
t h e  form of a  r e p r i s a l ?  

A .  I ' m  t r y i n g  t o  p lace  d a t e s  and t h i n g s  t h a t  
happened. I ' m  n o t  s u r e  when they pushed i n  t o  Buddha 
Mountain, and they were extending r i g h t  down nea r ly  t o  An 
Loc. They d i d n ' t  hold- An Loc o r  An Dao, because t h e  ou tpos t  
up t h e r e  was s t i l l  i n t a c t .  No, s i r ,  I c a n ' t  be s u r e ,  b u t  
something s t i c k s  i n  my mind t h a t  t h e r e  was an a t t a c k  i n  t h e r e  
on An Loc o r  An Dao, where t h e r e  were some people k i l l e d  and 
a  bunch of young men kidnaped, t h i s  type  t h i n g .  But I c a n ' t  
p inpoin t  t h e  d a t e ,  s ir .  That might have been dur ing  T e t .  
There were s o  many a t t a c k s  and coun te ra t t acks ,  i t ' s  hard t o  
s o r t  those  o u t ,  sir. 
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t o l d  t h e  new S2,  Captain  SCHLEICHER,about t h e  secret f i l e ,  
b u t  n e i t h e r  SCHLEICHER nor  t h e  new b r i g a d e  CO, Colonel  
DONALDSON, e v e r  asked t o  s e e  it (pgs .  59,  6 2 ) .  

e. Re la t ed  r e p o r t s .  

'GERBERDING d i d  n o t  recal l  any o t h e r  correspondence 
r e l a t e d  t o  t h i s  s u b j e c t ,  and he was c e r t a i n  t h a t  h e  d i d  n o t  
type  up a f o u r  t o  f i v e  page r e p o r t  which inc luded  2 0  t o  
25 s t a t e m e n t s  (pgs.  52,  5 3 ) .  H e  thought  it u n l i k e l y  t h a t  
BLACKLEDGE could  have known about  such  a document w i thou t  
it be ing  brought  t o  h i s  own a t t e n t i o n  (pg. 5 3 ) .  H e  d i d  n o t  
remkmber a one page r e p o r t  r e f e r r i n g  t o  an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  
be ing  conducted r e l a t i v e  t o  some a c t i o n  by a company 
commander (pg. 54) . A f t e r  HENDERSON ' s r e p o r t  was 
submi t ted  he  cons ide red  t h e  c a s e  c l o s e d ,  and he w a s  
unaware o f  any f u r t h e r  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  o f  t h e  My L a i  o p e r a t i o n  
(pg* 53)  

5. OTHER INFORMnTION. 

a. C i v i l i a n  c a s u a l t i e s .  

Americans u s u a l l y  d i d  n o t  f i n d  o u t  about  
c i v i l i a n  c a s u a l t i e s  u n l e s s  t h e y  came t o  a f i r e h a s e  f o r  
t r ea tmen t  (pg. 2 5 ) .  Another sou rce  o f  such in fo rma t ion  
w a s  t h e  d i s t r i c t  c h i e f  (pg.  2 6 ) .  During h i s  t o u r  i n  
Vietnam h e  never  hea rd  o f  one c i v i l i a n - c a s u a l t y  (pgs .  26, 
27) .  However, dead bodies  found i n  t h e  P i n k v i l l e  a r e a  
were cons ide red  VC because t h e  a r e a  was VC dominated 
(pgs. 26 ,27) .  While the w i t n e s s  d i d  n o t  know how body 
counts  were made, he  cons ide red  t h o s e  o f  t h e  1 1 t h  Brigade 
t o  be  a c c u r a t e  (pg. 24 ) .  

b. Assessment o f  TAN. 

GERBERDING thought  TAN was a VC sympath izer  
because they  r e c e i v e d  s o  l i t t l e  coope ra t ion  from him 
on any o p e r a t i o n  t h a t  w a s  p lanned i n  t h e  a r e a  (pg.  7 2 ) .  
Although h e  s a w  no o f f i c i a l  r e p o r t  s t a t i n g  t h a t  TAN was a 
VC sympathizer  and could  n o t  r e c a l l  t h e  name o f  any 
o f f i c e r  who might  have s t a t e d  t h a t  TAH was a VC sympath izer ,  
he h e a r d  t a l k  from Task Force  Barker t h a t  TAN w a s  u n r e l i a b l e  
(pg. 7 3 ) .  H e  knew o f  no a t t empt  t o  remove TAN (pg.  7 3 ) .  
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c: Miscellaneous. 

(1) GERBERDING had very ' l i t t l e  r e s p e c t  f o r  t h e  
Vietnamese as  f i g h t i n g  personnel  (pg. 73) . 

( 2 )  H e  d i d  n o t  b e l i e v e  t h a t  HENDERSON would have 
made an i n c o r r e c t  s ta tement  o r  would have prepared a l i e  
f o r  t ransmiss ion  t o  KOSTER (pg. 77) . 

( 3 )  HENDERSON usua l ly  had more f i r s t h a n d  information 
about an opera t ion  than those  i n  t h e  TOC (pg. 2 1 ) .  

(4) He be l i eved  HENDERSON was i n  c o n t r o l  of  t h e  
br igade  from 1 March even though General LIPSCOMB d i d  n o t  
leave  u n t i l  15 March (pg. 14). 
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Colonel HENDERSON. Does t h a t  look a t  a l l  f a m i l i a r  t o  you? 

A. S i r ,  I have seen s o  many Vietnamese documents t h a t  

I could n o t  p inpo in t  a d a t e .  Yes, t h i s  was t h e  l e t t e r  I had 

seen. I cannot p inpo in t  a d a t e .  


Q* Okay. Look then  a t  t h e  l e t t e r  i t s e l f ,  Exh ib i t  

M-34. Does t h i s  look l i k e  t h e  i n c l o s u r e ? '  


.A. - .  ', Yes, s ir .  

Q. T h a t ' s  t h e  one? 

A. Right ,  ( reading  l e t t e r )  "more than  400 people--", 

r i g h t ,  t h a t ' s  genera l ly  what I have seen,  read. 


MR WEST: The f i g u r e s  might be o f f  a r ' ract ion the re .  

COL FRANKLIN: Excuse me, what was t h a t  l a s t  remark t h e r e ?  

Does t h a t  l a s t  sentence  t h e r e  r i n g  a b e l l ?  


A. The l a g t  sentence h e r e ,  sir--sir, t h e  d i s t r i c t  
ch ief  of Son Tinh was considered by us t o  be a VC sympathizer? 

MR WEST: Lieutenant  TAN was considered a 'dC sympathizer? 

A. The d i s t r i c t  ch ie f  of . . 
Son Tinh, yes ,  sir. 

Q. Y e s ,  he  was t h e  d i s t r i c t  c h i e f .  Well, i n  any 

event  t h i s  was t h e  incLosure t o  General KOSTER's l e t t e r ?  


A .  Y e s ,  sir. 

Q. Now, I b e l i e v e  you s a i d  you prepared o r  processed 

t h e  r e p l y  from Colonel HENDERSON t o  t h e  General? 


A. It was given t o  m e  t o  have it typed. Since t h e  
l e t t e r  was pe r sona l  and of a c o n f i d e n t i a l  n a t u r e ,  I was t o  
i n s u r e  t h a t  it rece ived  no p u b l i c i t y  and no t  t o o  many people 
heard o r  knew about it. 

,. 

Q. I understand. You ' l l  n o t i c e  t h i s  l e t t e r  from t h e  

d i s t r i c t  ch ief  t o  t h e  province c h i e f ,  Exh ib i t  M-34,  i s  da ted  
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v i l l a g e  could r e f e r  t o  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  they were moving i n t o  the 
P i n k v i l l e  complex. Is t h a t  t h e  type of assumption o r  type of 
r e p o r t i n g  t h a t  was accomplished by t h e  P I 0  f o l k s ?  

A. . It was assumed l o g i c a l ,  s i r ,  . the  Task Force Barker 
coming from LZ D o t t i e  and Uptight  wouldn't  be moving wes t ,  
t hey 'd  be going e a s t .  Thei r  s t r o n g  p o i n t  has always been t h i s  
l i t t l e  P i n k v i l l e .  

Q Which i s  some d i s t a n c e  e a s t  of P i n k v i l l e ?  

A. It's on t h e  c o a s t ,  yes  s i r ,  on t h e  beach, 

COL FRANKLIN: Do you th ink  Colonel HENDERSON could have kep t  
a f i l e  copy, h i s  own personal  f i l e  copy of h i s  response t o  t h e  
commanding g e n e r a l ' s  l e t t e r ?  

A .  Not t o  make an assumption, s i r ,  and say y e s ,  assum-
ing  he rece ived  correspondence from the  genera l ,  he would keep--

Q. ( In te rpos ing)  So you th ink  h e  would have kep t  a  f i l e  
copy of t h a t  l e t t e r ?  

A. I t  i s  very p o s s i b l e ,  Colonel. 

Q . And y o u ' r e  p r e t t y  s u r e ,  Sergeant  Major, t h a t  you
r e c a l l  as far as General K3STEX's l~tker,there was an inc lo -
s u r e  from t h e  d i s t r i c t  c h i e f ,  Lieutenant  TAN. I want you j u s t  
t o  th ink  on t h a t  f o r  a l i t t l e  b i t ,  t h a t  it was t h e  l e t t e r  s igned 
by Lieutenant  TAN and n o t  the l e t t e r  t h a t  you saw signed by 
Captain RODRIGUEZ. 

A.  S i r ,  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  e v e r  see ing  anything s igned by 
Captain RODRIGUEZ. That name d o e s n ' t  even r i n g  a b e l l  and I 
d i d  n o t  know t h a t  o f f i c e r .  

Q -Well, L ieutenant  TAN'S name seems t o  r i n g  a b e l l .  
He made t h i s  s ta tement  and you s a i d  t h a t  he was considered a 
VC sympathizer. 

A. No, s i r ,  n o t  TAN. The name doesn ' t  mean ahything. 
I only r e f e r r e d  t o  t h e  Son Tinh D i s t r i c t  c h i e f ,  n o t  by name. 

Q. Oh, you d i d n ' t  know h i s  name. 
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A. NO, sir. 

Q. You j u s t  knew t h e  Son Tinh Dis t r ic t  c h i e f  t o  be  a 
VC sympathizer?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  

Q T h a t ' s  a p r e t t y  s t r o n g  and s t a r t l i n g  s t a t e m e n t ,  Ser -
gean t  Major, I wish you 'd  j u s t  e x p l a i n  why you thought  t h a t .  

A. - '. Because we had r ece ived  very  l i t t l e  coope ra t ion  from 
t h e  Son Tinh D i s t r i c t  ch i e f  on any o p e r a t i o n  t h a t  w a s  planned 
i n  t h a t  a r e a  up t h e r e .  W e  t r i e d  t o  g e t  t h e  PF ' s  o u t  t h e r e ,  
w e  asked them f o r  coopera t ion  on Highway 1. There was con-
t i nuous  mining and booby t r a p p i n g  d i r e c t l y  on thB MSR which i s  
Highway 1 and w e  r ece ived  h a r d l y  any coope ra t ion  from him. Ac-
co rd ing  t o  o u r  M I  he was cons ide red  t o  be  a sympathizer .  

Q. Do you have an o f f i c i a l  r e p o r t  from your  M I  t h a t  
t h e  d i s t r i c t  c h i e f  was a VC sympath izer?  

A. No, s i r ,  a t  t h i s  t i m e  I cannot  s a y  t h a t  we had an 
o f f i c i a l  r e p o r t .  I t  was o u r  op in ion  t h a t  t h e  e n t i r e  a r e a  up 
t h e r e  was complete ly  u n r e l i a b l e  and any o f f i c i a l  i s  n o t  t r u s t -
worthy. W e  had m e t  w i th  l i t t l e  succes s  i n  o b t a i n i n g  any k ind  
o f  h e l p  o r  coope ra t ion  from people  up t h e r e .  

0- W e l l ,  d i d  you e v e r  h e a r  any o f f i c e r s  make a s tate-
ment r e g a r d i n g  t h e i r  b e l i e f  t h a t  t h e  d i s t r i c t  c h i e f  w a s  a VC 
sympathizer?  

A. No, I c a n ' t  name any s p e c i f i c  o f f i c e r s  who might  
have s a i d  it. 

Q W e  have American teams down i n  t h e s e  d i s t r i c t  head-
q u a r t e r s .  W e  have l i a i s o n s  f r e q u e n t l y ,  exchange of  i n t e l l i -
gence, t h i s  would be an i n c r e d i b l e  s i t u a t i o n ,  an i n t o l e r a b l e  
s i t u a t i o n  f o r  an S2 shop i n  t h e  b r i g a d e  t o  be c a r r y i n g  on a l l  
t h e s e  t h i n g s  w i t h  a man who they  knew o r  c e r t a i n l y  suspec t ed  
t o  be  a VC sympathizer .  I just d o n ' t  see how you could func-
t i o n  under c o n d i t i o n s  l i k e  t h i s ,  w i thou t  t a k i n g  some k ind  o f  
a c t i o n .  E i t h e r  check it o u t  o r  g e t  him f i r e d  Did anybody 
e v e r  t a k e  a c t i o n  t o  y e t  t h i s  guy removed through channe ls?  
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A .  This  I d o n ' t  know, s ir .  

Q W e l l ,  was t h i s  p r e t t y  w e l l  your  op in ion  or every-
body's  o p i n i o n  i n  Task Force  Barker  headqua r t e r s?  

A. I would say  t h e  people  I t a l k e d  t o  from Task Force 
Barker ,  t h a t  it w a s  t h e i r  op in ion  t h a t  he was n o t  r e l i a b l e .  
Besides  h i s  a r e a  w a s  c o n t r o l l e d  by t h e  VC and, l e t ' s  face it, 
he had no choice .  He had no p r o t e c t i o n  from t h e  U.S. f o r c e s  
and he d e f i n i t e l y  had no p r o t e c t i o n  from t h e  ARVN. 

6. 

Q. W e l l ,  if t h e  in fo rma t ion  i s  t h a t  he had 4 RF corn-
pan ie s  and 36 PF p l a t o o n s ,  and he d i d  n o t  come from t h a t  a r e a ,  
Se rgean t  Major. But you s a y  o t h e r  people  around t h a t  you 
t a l k e d  t o  cons ide red  he  wasn 't c o o p e r a t i v e .  They cons ide red  
him a VC sympathizer?  

A. No, s i r ,  i t ' s  n o t  on ly  a q u e s t i o n  of  coope ra t ion .  I 
guess it was f e l t  by o u r  people  working up t h e r e .  1 w a s n ' t  
t h e r e ,  I w a s  way s o u t h ,  b u t  t h e  whole m a t t e r  i n  d e a l i n g  w i t h  
him, he w a s  r e l u c t a n t  and h e s i t a n t  and it was f e l t  t h a t  he j u s t  
d i d  n o t  want t o  f u l l y  coope ra t e  w i th  - t h e  Americans. H e  knew 
on which s i d e  h i s  b read  w a s  b u t t e r e d .  

Q- Is t h i s  your op in ion  about Vietnamese i n  g e n e r a l ,
Sergeant  Major? 

A .  r 7v;rel: ;' I ' d  r a t h e r  n o t  make a s t a t e m e n t  on t h a t ,  s i r .  

Q Why n o t ?  

A .  W e l l ,  s i r ,  I have ve ry  l i t t l e  r e s p e c t  f o r  them a s  
f i g h t i n g  pe r sonne l .  

Q I n  your  s t a t e m e n t s ,  Se rgean t  Major, e v e r y t h i n g  r e l a t i n g  
t o  Vietnamese, i t  i s  p a r t i c u l a r l y  obvious h e r e ,  t h a t  you have a 
very s t r o n g  op in ion .  I ' m  n o t  go ing  t o  c a l l  them whether  t hey  
a r e  r i g h t  o r  wrong, b u t  I t h i n k  i t ' s  very e v i d e n t  i n  your  tes t i -
mony you j u s t  f l a t  d i d n ' t  l i k e  them. 

A .  I t  i s  a d i s l i k e  based  on expe r i ence  i n  d e a l i n g  w i t h  them, 
sir. -\, 

Q. Deal ing w i t h  them i n  your  o p e r a t i o n s ,  i n  your  c a p a c i t y  
a s  o p e r a t i o n s  s e r g e a n t ?  
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Q He was. t h e  b e s t  t a c t i c a l  o f f i c e r  they had t h e r e  
then. Is t h a t  what you a r e  i n d i c a t i n g ?  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  I would say he was probably t h e  b e s t  
ou t  of t h e  l o t  t o  inc lude  t h e  regimental  commander, t h e  
b a t t a l i o n  commander and a l l  t h e  r e s t .  I had a tremendous 
amount of f a i t h  i n  t h i s  i n d i v i d u a l .  He had a r e a l  f i n e  
head on him, and I th ink  they f e l t  t h e  same way about it. 

. Q. This  i s  what I c a n ' t  understand. Here you a r e  
working wi th  t h i s  i n d i v i d u a l ,  you have a degree of rappor t  
with him and see ing  the  t h r u s t  of t h i s ,  c e r t a i n l y  Colonel 
TOAN would have taken Major K H I E U  i n t o  h i s  confidence on a 
mat ter  such a s  t h i s .  Yet you know nothing of i t ?  . 

A. S i r ,  I c a n ' t  r e c a l l  any time t h a t  Major K H I E U  would 
come t o  me wi th  something t h a t  i s  de t r imen ta l  about U.S. f o r c e s .  
AS you know, s i x ,  you have worked wi th  t h e  Vietnamese, and they 
d o n ' t  l i k e  t h e  word i n s u l t .  They d o n ' t  l i k e  t o  come up t o  'you 
with something t h a t ' s  on t h e  dark s i d e  o r  back s i d e .  A s  an 
example Major K H I E U ,  i f  he wanted me t o  g e t  him a b o t t l e  of 
whiskey, he would no t  come and ask me. He would send somebody 
e l s e  t o  come and ask me. One, I guess he d i d n ' t  l i k e  t o  be 
personal ly  turned  down. I never g o t  him one o r  any of the  r e s t ,  
although I was asked many times.  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  he wanted t o  be 
refused  o r  wanted t o  put  himself i n  t h a t  p o s i t i o n .  

Q- I t h i n k  you a r e  r e a l l y  c o r r e c t ,  t h e  way o r i e n t a l s  
a r e  r e l u c t a n t  t o  mention anything such a s  t h i s .  This i s  why 
it would seem t o  me even though it might not  come as  a d i r e c t  
confronta t ion ,  by t h e  f a c t  t h a t  PHO made t h i s  a v a i l a b l e  t o  EARLE 
o r  by some means it wag c i r c u l a t e d  throughout,  a t  l e a s t  the  e l e -
ments w i t h i n  t h e  compound t h e r e ,  t h e  ARVN compound and t h e  MACV 
advisory s t a f f  wi th  t h e  2d ARVN Divis ion.  I t  was c i r c u l a t e d ,  
which should have been an i n d i c a t i o n  t h a t  something was awry 
recognizing t h a t  t h e  Vietnamese a r e  n o t  going t o  t e l l  you 
d i r e c t l y .  Now I ' v e  g o t  a r e p o r t ;  you check i n t o  it. 

Along about t h e  time we a r e  i n t e r e s t e d  i n ,  t h e r e  
were two opera t ions  under way which were combined opera t ions  
between t h e  ARVN, t h e  2d ARVN Divis ion and t h e  America1 Divi-
s ion .  One was c a l l e d  Burl ington T r a i l ,  which was an opera t ion  
genera l ly  from t h e  a r e a ' o f  Tam Ty, down t h e  highway, the  num-
b e r  I c a n ' t  r e c a l l ,  LTL 533  toward t h e  C I D G  camp and Tien Phouc. 
It d o e s n ' t  show up on t h i s  map; i t ' s  f u r t h e r  t o  t h e  nor th .  This 
is a l a r g e  opera t ion  which t h e  U . S .  had a couple-- i t  shows up 
he re  i n  t h e  b lue .  (Exhib i t  MAP-9 i s  be ing  reviewed by the  
witness .  ) 
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A. . I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  what was s a i d  exac t ly  bu t  when 
you mentioned t h e  p o i n t  of Colonel G U I N N  a t  a d a i l y  s t a f f  
meeting, t o  t h e  e f f e c t  t h a t  a l a r g e  number of c i v i l i a n s  
had been k i l l e d  somewhere i n  t h e  a rea  sounds f a m i l i a r  t o  
m e  as f a r  as  t h e  number and loca t ion .  Any of the  r e s t  of 
it, i f  t h i s  had come ou t  i n  t h e  paper,  I wouldn ' t  have re-
c a l l e d  it any whatsoever. 

Q DO you r e c a l l  him saying  where he had g o t t e n  h i s  
information3 

K 

A .  No, sir. 

Q . From t h e  d i s t r f c t  c h i e f ?  

A. S i r ,  I would have t o  make a assumption on t h a t  and 
from what I understand it would have come t o  him through 
Vietnamese channels.  That would have been from the  d i s t r i c t  
ch ief  t o  the  province ch ie f  and then t o  him. I would j u s t  
have t o  make an assumption. . 

Q. I d o n ' t  t h i n k  you should make assumptions, b u t  d i d  
he mention anything about a r e p o r t  from a census gr ievance 
team o r  Census Grievance Committee i n  t h e  RD cadre ,  Revolution-
ary  Development cadre? 

A. No, .sir, n o t  t h a t  I know o f .  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l .  

MR MACCRATE: Colonel GLAFF, d i d  you go on t h e  opera t ion  ou t  
i n t o  t h i s  a r e a  of  e a s t e r n  Son Tinh between 11 and 13 June 1968? 

A. No, sir.  I have never been on an opera t ion  ou t  i n  
t h a t  a r e a  a t  a l l .  

Q - Were you aware of t h a t  opera t ion  t h a t  went out  i n t o  
t h e  e a s t e r n  end of  Son Tinh i n  t h e  month of June? 

A. - I most c e r t a i n l y  would have been aware of it a t  t h e  
time b u t  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  t h e  opera t ion  now. S i r ,  t h e r e  a r e  s o  
many opera t ions  t h a t  were going on over t h e r e ,  b a t t a l i o n  s i z e  
and l a r g e r .  I c a n ' t  begin t o  pick one ou t .  Burl ington T r a i l ,  
Norfolk Victory,  some of t h e s e  I recognize t h e  name on them, 

Q I must say Colonel GLAFF you give a very s t r ange  
impression of how you worked over t h e r e .  Having now t a l k e d  
t o  the  o t h e r  people who worked r i g h t  bes ide  you, I f i n d  what 
you ' re  t e l l i n g  us t h i s  morning r a t h e r  hard t o  understand. 
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b. Treatment of  c i v i l i a n s  i n  t h e  v i l l a s e .  

H e  r e c a l l e d  s e e i n g  30 o r  35 bodies  i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  
(pg. 12) . The men i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  "looked ha rd  c o r e "  and had 
s h o r t  h a i r .  H e  d i d  n o t  f e e l  t h a t  t hey  looked l i k e  farmers  
(pg. 3 1 ) .  One o f  t h e  bodies  he saw he  b e l i e v e d  w a s  under t h e  
age of  10 (pg. 3 1 ) .  He hea rd  no th ing  about  a  r ape  b u t  knew 
of a "mutual agreement" which occur red  on t h e  o p e r a t i o n  
(pg. 1 7 ) .  H e  s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e  company w a s  n o t  a group o f  
" p i l l a g e r s "  (pg. 1 7 ) .  

c. H i s  obse rva t ion  of t h e  Na t iona l  P o l i c e .  

I n  t h e  locat ion where they  s p e n t  t h e  f i r s t  n i g h t ,  
he s a w  t h e  Na t iona l  P o l i c e  k i l l  t h r e e  Vietnamese (pgs.  1 4 ,  1 5 ) .  
H e  d i d  n o t  remember t h e  uniforms they  wore (pg. 1 5 ) .  H e  
i d e n t i f i e d  E x h i b i t  P-58 as resembling t h e  p l a c e  where t h e  
"ARVN's" wexe i n t e r r o g a t i n g  t h e  p r i s o n e r s  (pg.  27) . 

c. Uni t  a c t i v i t i e s  a f k e r  My L a i .  

The w i t n e s s  never  hea rd  of  t h e  name "Co Lay (2 ) I' 

(pg.  1 5 ) .  The o p e r a t i o n s  o f  t h e  1 7 t h  and 1 8 t h  o f  March took 
them down by t h e  coast where t h e r e  w e r e  p r i s o n e r s  cap tu red  
and weapons found (pg. 2 1 ) .  This  w a s  where t h e  n u r s e  and t h e  
high l e v e l  NVA were cap tured  (pg.  2 1 ) .  H e  had no i n d i c a t i o n  
t h a t  t h e  nu r se  had been, raped a l though  he  f e l t  t h a t  many were 
"probably ready  t o  rape  h e r "  because she  was f ak ing  a coma, 
and had t o  be c a r r i e d  (pgs .  21, 2 2 ) .  A f t e r  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  
they  r e t u r n e d  t o  LZ D o t t i e  where he d i d  n o t  f e e l  t h e y  s t a y e d  
t o o  long  (pgs .  20,  21) . 
4 .  INQUIRIES CONCERNING THE ASSAULT. 

The w i t n e s s  heard  through t h e  grapevine  t h a t  t h e r e  w a s  
an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  b u t  he w a s  never  i n t e rv i ewed  (pg.  1 6 ) .  
MEDINA never  t o l d  t h e  company t h a t  t h e r e  w a s  an  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  
going on n o r  was t h e  w i t n e s s  e v e r  t o l d  n o t  t o  s ay  anyth ing  
about  t h e  i n c i d e n t  (pg. 1 6 ) .  H e  d i d  n o t  s e e  any s e n i o r  
o f f i c e r s  a t  LZ D o t t i e  q u e s t i o n  any o f  t h e  men (pgs .  16 ,  2 2 ,  
2 3 ) .  He f e l t  t h e  i n c i d e n t  was r e p o r t e d  and i n v e s t i g a t e d  
and f e l t  t h a t  MEDINA had r e p o r t e d  it because he  f e l t  MEDINA 
was " a  ve ry ,  ve ry  hones t  man" (pg.  1 9 )  . 
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Force Barker o r  br igade  o r  d i v i s i o n  land a t  My Lai ( 4 )  and 
t a l k  t o  Captain MEDINA? 

A.  No. 

Q What kind of a commander was Captain MEDINA? 

A .  Excel len t .  

Q Did he have c o n t r o l  of the  company a t  My Lai  ( 4 ) ?  

A.  Yes. 

Q. There was no quest ion.  about t h a t ?  

A. There was no ques t ion .  about t h a t .  

Q - Where was h i s  l o c a t i o n  wi th  r e fe rence  t o  t h e  3d 
Platoon? Was h i s  command pos t  i n  f r o n t  of it o r  behind t h e  
3d Platoon? 

A.  ' I  d o n ' t  know t h a t .  Captain MEDINA was a l l  around 
t h e  v i l l a g e  a s  f a r  a s  I know. 

Q Did you s e e  members of the  Nat ional  P o l i c e .  i n  My 
Lai ( 4 ) ?  

A. No. 

Q. Did you see  members of t h e  National Po l i ce  a t  any -
time during t h i s  opera t i cn?  

A,. By National  Po l i ce  do you mean ARVN1s? 

A. Not during My Lai ( 4 )  , bu t  a f t e r  the  v i l l a g e ,  
when we marched on, the.re were some from another  company, 

Q. Where w a s  t h i s ?  

A. I t  was where we s p e n t  the  f i r s t  n i g h t .  

Q .  The f i r s t  day, d id  you , see  anything unusual about 
t h e i r  techiques?  

A. I saw t h r e e  k i l l i n g s .  
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Q Did you see  them k i l l  t h r e e  people? 

A. I th ink  it was t h r e e .  I d o n ' t  know. I saw them 
k i l l  some Vietnamese. 

Q Now, were these  Nat ional  P o l i c e ,  a s  we r e f e r  t o  
them, dressed  i n  gray uniforms o r  dressed  i n  the  ARVN green 
uniform? Did they  have on a s o f t  cap o r  a helmet? 

I c a n ' t  remember t h a t .  

There ' s  a d i f f e r e n c e .  You remember Sergeant  PHU? 

A. Y e s .  He was our  i n t e r p r e t e r .  

Q H i s  uniform - - he wore a helmet? 

A. 'Correct ,  That was because of our  company po l i cy  
though. 

: Q. There was another  Vietnamese' i n t e r p r e t e r  on t h i s  
opera t ion  and h e . a l s o  wore a hard helmet. Now, I a m  t r y i n g  
t o  f i n d  o u t  i f  they were ARVN m i l i t a r y  p o l i c e ,  o r  i f  they 
were Nat ional  Po l i ce ,  . o r  i f  they 'were some o t h e r  ARVN 
s o l d i e r s .  Do you r e c a l l  having any engineers  a t t ached  

, - t o  you? 

A. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  t h a t .  No. 

Q What w a s  the  procedure t h a t  these  p o l i c e  used t o  
shoot these  people? Were t h e i r  hands t i e d ?  . 
A. They were t o l d  t o  kneel  i n  a d i t c h  and they s h o t  
them j u s t  l i k e  t h a t .  I t  r e a l l y  s u r p r i s e d  me because I was 
only 1 0  o r  15 f e e t  away and a l l  of a sudden they s a i d ,  "Get 
i n  the  d i t c h . "  And I looked over  and he s h o t  them. I t  was 
quick. I t  took me by s u r p r i s e .  

Q. Have you ever  heard anything about k i l l i n g s  o r  
excessive k i l l i n g s  o r  c a s u a l t i e s  o r  t h e  k i l l i n g  of noncom-
b a t a n t s  a t  Co Lay ( 2 )  a v i l l a g e  over  on t h e  c o a s t  a t  t h e  
same time? 

A. Same time? 

Q. Same da te?  

A, I 've never heard t h e  name Co Lay ( 2 )  . Are you 
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Q Why were they mad? 

A. She was faking  a coma o r  something. A bunch of 
guys had t o  c a r r y  h e r  f o r  a ways. 

Q. How do you know t h i s  was faked? 

A.  Somehow they got  h e r  up and they s a i d  something 
t o  h e r  and. she s tood up and was j u s t  we l l .  

Q. I b e l i e v e  t h i s  is  t h e  a r e a  where you observed 
Captain MEDINA l i n i n g  the  p r i s o n e r  up a g a i n s t  the  t r e e ?  

A. R i g h t ,  sir. 

Q . A f t e r  you l e f t  My Lai ( 4 ) ,  was t h e r e  any k i l l i n g  
and burning a f t e r  t h a t  t ime,  of the  type t h a t  you had seen 
i n  the  v i l l a g e ?  

A. The only k i l l i n g  a f t e r  t h a t  t h a t  I know of was 
what the  ARVN1s d i d  t o  those p r i soners .  

'Q Those t h r e e ? .  -

A. Yes. Now, t h e  burning went on a l l  t he  way t o  t h e  
coas t .  

Q .  C Company continued t o  burn? 

A.  Yes .' 
Q . Now, when you say t h a t  v i l l a g e s  were burned, do . , 

you mean they were burned completely o r  s e l e c t e d  a reas  i n  
the v i l l a g e ?  

A. It was burned completely. 

Q. Could you look over  toward the  coas t  and see  smoke 
where a v i l l a g e  w a s  being burned? 

A. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  'any. 

Q Now, you moved nor th  on t h e  18 th ,  l e f t  t he  r i v e r  
and went back t o  t h e  pickup ,zone somewhere i n  the  v i c i n i t y  
of P i n k v i l l e  and were e x t r a c t e d  ou t  t o  Dot t ie  o r  Uptight.  
I th ink  you went t o  Dot t i e .  Do you r e c a l l  a f u l l  co lone l  
being t h e r e  a t  the  s i t e ?  

A.  No. 
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A. Right ,  

Q Photo number P-25? 

A .  I c a n ' t  remember h i s  name. He w a s  a s e r g e a n t  o r  
w a s  supposed t o  be made a s e r g e a n t .  I c a n ' t  remember h i s  
name, b u t  he w a s  a smart guy ' though. 

Q I n  t h e  3d P la toon?  

A. Right .  Squad l e a d e r  t h a t  took over  when COX g o t  
h i t ,  I b e l i e v e .  

Q GRIMES ? 

' A. . Y e s ,  

Q a 'Number P-5 8? 

A. Now, t h i s  looks  l i k e  t h e  p l a c e  where t h e  ARVN's 
w e r e  i n t e r r o g a t i n g  t h e  p r i s o n e r s  a f t e r  w e  m e t  up wi th  t h e  
o t h e r  company. This looks  l i k e  it could  have been t h e  d i t c h  
where they w e r e  covered up. I remember a hootch something 
l i k e  t h i s  and back h e r e  where they  w e r e  i n t e r r o g a t e d .  I t  
might be one of them. 

Q. Y o u ' l l  n o t i c e  t h e r e  i s  a dead c h i l d .  

A.  NOW, w a i t  a minute.  I f  t h e r e  was a dead c h i l d  
t h e r e  whe& I g o t  t h e r e  I c e r t a i n l y  must have been b l i n d  
because I walked around t h i s  whole a r e a .  

Q - You are t a l k i n g  about  t h e  a r e a  where you l a a g e r e d
now? Is - that  r i g h t .  

A. Righ t ,  

Q. W e  d o n ' t  d e f i n i t e l y  know that ' s  where t h i s  is. 

That  looks  l i k e ,  it, 

Q Do you know. any of t h e  people  t h e r e ?  

A. No. 

Q. Nmber P-64? 

A. There is  SMITH. W e  c a l l e d  him "SMITTY." This  guy--
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over- taking him. H e  s t a t e d  h e  s a w  Colonel  K H I E N  shoo t ing  
a .50 c a l i b e r  machinegun a t  a w a l l  l e a d i n g  i n t o  a p r i s o n  
and when K H I E N  was asked why he s a i d  t h a t  he  was t r y i n g  t o  
make a h o l e  i n  t h e  w a l l  t o  p u t  t r o o p s  i n s i d e  (pg. 2 0 ) .  
The w i t n e s s  s t a k e d  t h a t  on t h e  o t h e r  s i d e  t h e r e  w a s  a 
"ho le  b i g  enough t o  d r i v e  a tank  through" and he could n o t  
unders tand what K H I E N  was t r y i n g  t o  do (pg. 2 0 )  . 

c. The w i t n e s s  mentioned a M r .  Don KEATING a member 
i n  t h e  Phoenix program under M r .  RAMSDELL (pg. 2 1 ) .  H e  
s t a t e d  t h a t  M r .  KEATING g o t  a long  very w e l l  w i t h  t h e  
prov ince  c h i e f  and he se rved  a s  an in t e rmed ia ry  o r  a 

' b r i d g e  i n  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  between Colonel  K H I E N  and M r .  MAY 
(pg. 21) 

d .  The w i t n e s s  desc r ibed  an  i n c i d e n t  i n  which he 
accompanied M r .  BURKE and t h e  p rov ince  c h i e f  o u t  t o  H i l l  85 
where t h e  prov ince  c h i e f  exposed h imse l f  t o  enemy f i r e  wh i l e  
he spoke w i t h  a group o f  c i v i l i a n s  (pg. 2 5 ) .  He s t a t e d  t h i s  
occur red  b e f o r e  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  of 11 t o  1 3  June and s tood  o u t  
i n ' - h i s  mind because t h e  prdv ince  c h i e f  d i d  n o t  normally a c t  
i n  t h i s  way (pg. 2 5 ) .  
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Q AS t h e  deputy s e n i o r  s e c t o r  a d v i s o r  would you ex-
l a i n  what your  d u t i e s  involved?  

A. W e l l ,  t h e y  w e r e  bo th  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  and t a c t i c a l .  
On t h e  t a c t i c a l  s i d e  I w a s  t h e  a d v i s o r  t o  one o f  t h e  d e p u t i e s  
f o r  p rov ince .  The province  c h i e f  had,  I b e l i e v e ,  t h r e e  p r i -
mary d e p u t i e s .  One was on t h e  c i v i l i a n  s i d e  of t h e  prov ince ;  
one w a s  on t h e  t a c t i c a l  s i d e  of t h e  p rov ince ;  and t h e  o t h e r  
r an  more o r  less Phuong Hoang, t h e  i n t e l l i g e n c e  s i d e .  I work-
ed  w i t h  t h e  deputy--

Q. ( In t e rpos ing )  Phuong Hoang t h i s  i s  what you a l s o  
r e f e r  t o  a s  phoenix? Is t h a t  r i g h t ?  

A.  phoenix program and o t h e r  d u t i e s  I w a s  n o t  f a m i l i a r  
w i th .  I worked p r i m a r i l y  wi th  t h e  deputy who r a n  t h e  RF/PF. . 

Q. What w a s  h i s  name? 

A. I c a n ' t  r e c a l l  h i s  name. H e  was a l i e u t e n a n t  
c o l o n e l ,  major when I a r r i v e d  b u t  promoted t o  l i e u t e n a n t  
c o l o n e l  p r i o r  t o  my depa r tu re .  

Q. Could h i s  name p o s s i b l y  have been HUONG? 

Doesn ' t  r i n g  a b e l l ,  s ir .  

Q How would you c l a s s i f y  your  working r e l a t i o n s h i p
wi th  your  c o u n t e r p a r t ?  

A. ve ry  good, very  good. I had no t r o u b l e  i n  e i t h e r  
of my two t o u r s  w i t h  e i t h e r  of my c o u n t e r p a r t s .  

Q You have two t o u r s ?  Where d i d  you work prev ious-
l y ,  Colonel  GREEN? 

A .  I w a s  i n  Vietnam 1961 t o  1962,  i n  Binh Dinh Pro-
v ince .  

&. Binh Dinh? 

A .  'Yes, s i r ,  w i t h  t h e  o l d  9 t h  D i v i s i o n ,  Vietnamese 
9 t h  D i v i s i o n ,  which i s  now i n  t h e  d e l t a  a r e a .  I was t h e  
b a t t a l i o n  a d v i s o r . w i t h  a b a t t a l i o n  i n  t h e  9 t h  D iv i s ion  i n  
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f o r  va r ious  reasons  s o  I could n o t  say t h a t  I would recognize  
Colonel HENDERSON. I f  Colonel  HENDERSON was s i t t i n g  h e r e  I 
might recognize  him. Even now I c o u l d n ' t  i d e n t i f y  him. 

Q You w e r e  i n  t h e  Quang Ngai Province du r ing  T e t  and 
t h e  immediate post -Tet  p e r i o d .  Can you g ive  us a gene ra l  
pic-Lure of wha'i the i n f l u e n c e  a d  .the impact of t h e  T e t  o f  fen-
s i v e  upon t h e  s e c u r i t y  arrangements w i t h i n  Quang Ngai and how 
it  a f f e c t e d  your  o p e r a t i o n a l  s i t u a t i o n ?  

A. W e l l ,  I came i n t o  Quang Ngai,  a s  I s a i d ,  i n  l a t e  
January.  I w a s  i n  Danang, under Danang and I had Mo Duc 
~ i s t r i c t .  I w a s  promoted 1 Janua ry ,  2 January.  I moved i n  
one day. Colonel  G U I N N  went on R&R t h e  n e x t  day. It appears  
t h a t  t h e  T e t  o f f e n s i v e  s t a r t e d  r i g h t  a f t e r  he r e p o r t e d  back 
t o  duty.  A t  t h a t  t i m e  I was j u s t  l e a r n i n g  t h e  o p e r a t i o n ,  
t r y i n g  t o  g e t  t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  between t h e  p rov ince  and t h e  
RF/PF and ou r  advisory  team. I was working p r i m a r i l y  w i th  
t h e  o p e r a t i o n s  s e c t i o n .  How w e  were set  up f o r  suppor t  and 
my d i r e c t  r e l a t i o n s h i p  was wi th  t h e  commitment and t h e  loca-
t i o n s  of RF/PF f o r c e s ,  o u t p o s t s ,  and t h i n g s  of  t h e  l i k e .  W e  
had ,  I b e l i e v e ,  s u f f i c i e n t  i n t e l l i g e n c e  t h a t  something w a s  
brewing about t h a t  t ime.  We were t r y i n g  t o  work wi th  t h e  
province c h i e f  and t h e  RF/PF commander on r e l o c a t i n g  t h e  
f o r c e s  i n  s t r a t e g i c  p l a c e s  i n  t h e  a r e a .  The c o n t r o l ,  I guess ,  
t h a t  w e  had ove r  l o c a t i n g  o u r  RF/PF f o r c e s  w a s  j u s t  about  a s  
anybozy e l s e  i n  an advisory  r o l l .  We can make c e r t a i n  sug-
g e s t i o n s .  I wouldn' t say they  would be a c t e d  on imrnedlately. 
They may be  a c t e d  on l a t e r .  Sometimes nobody bo the red  wi th  
them a t  a l l ,  b u t  when T e t  came we had o u r  f o r c e s  j u s t  about  
i n  posjLt ion where w e  wanted f o r c e s  t o  be .  I wou ldn ' t  s ay  
t h e r e  was anyth ing  c h a o t i c  going on ,  b u t  it appears  t o  me 
t h a t  t h e r e  wa3 some breakdown wi th  t h e  prov ince  c h i e f  and 
h i s  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s ,  and t h e  use  of  h i s  subord ina t e s  du r ing  
t h e  a c t u a l  conduct  of t h e  T e t  o f f e n s i v e .  There were some 
words. M r .  MAY w a s n ' t  t h e r e .  I t h i n k  he  was i n  Saigon about  
t h a t  t i m e .  So it w a s  Colonel  G U I N N  and myself .  M r .  MAY 
was n o t  p r e s e n t  a t  t h e  o u t s e t .  He w a s  i n  Saigon i f  my mem-
ory s e r v e s  me c o r r e c t ,  and s o  when t h e  T e t  o f f e n s i v e  s t a r t e d ,  
Colonel  G U I N N  more o r  l e s s  c o n t r o l l e d  t h i n g s  on each s i d e  
of town. I w a s  on t h e  wes t  s i d e  of town around t h e  p r i s o n  
where a b i g  concer ted  e f f o r t  w a s  made t o  g e t  i n s i d e  t h e  p r i s -
on. They were i n  t h e  p r i s o n .  They g o t  i n  and I s p e n t  most 
of my t i m e  t r y i n g  t o  d i r e c t  gunships and f o r c e s  t r y i n g  t o  
c l e a r  t h e  p r i s o n  and t h a t  p a r t  of  t h e  c i t y .  I say  a breakdown, 
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more o r  less,  i n  t h e  government. The bodies  l a i d  around for 
a week, f o r  a c o n s i d e r a b l e  p e r i o d  of t ime ,  c o n s i d e r i n g  when w e  
would move bodies  o f f  t h e  s t r e e t ,  and t h e r e  were some words. 
The province  c h i e f  f e l t  t h a t  we  had l e t  him down, t h a t  t h e  
American f o r c e s  were n o t  t h e r e  t o  g ive  him t h e  suppor t  t h a t  
h e  needed t o  c a r r y  on h i s  work t h e r e  i n  Quang Ngai Province .  
W e  d i d  e v e r y t h i n g  we could t o  assuage h i s  f e e l i n g s  and h i s  
thoughts  and gua ran tee  him and a s s u r e  him t h a t  we i n  no  way 
had d e s e r t e d  him. To show him how f a s t  w e  cou ld  respond t o  
h i s  d i r e  needs ,  t h e  Americal D iv i s ion  made a show of  f o r c e  
and came through t h e  c i t y ,  made bivouac,  and conducted an 
o p e r a t i o n  and sweep around t h e  c i t y  of  Quang Ngai. There 
were le t ters  exchanged between Colonel  G U I N N  and Colonel  
K H I E N  t r y i n g  t o  l e t  him know t h a t  w e  were beh ind  him. W e  
were i n  no way d e s e r t i n g  him. I n  f a c t ,  o u r  team headqua r t e r s  
was r i g h t  behind h i s  p rov ince  headqua r t e r s  and i n  t h e  same 
compound on which he and h i s  s t a f f  l i v e d .  W e  moved i n t o  
t h a t  compound and we l i v e d  i n  t h a t  compound. I n  t h e  day 
time I was behind my desk o r  i n  t h e  f i e l d  and a t  n i g h t  
I s l e p t  behind my desk and my gun p o s i t i o n  was o u t  my window. 
Colonel  GUItW t o  me i s  one of t h e  most c o n s c i e n t i o u s  o f f i c e r s .  
liken it comes t o  f i g h t i n g  a  war,  you j u s t  s a i d  l e t ' s  go,  and 
h e ' s  gone. I n  f a c t ,  i f  you say l e t ' s  go,  you b e t t e r  s t a r t  
running because y o u ' l l  have t o  ca t ch  him, He was very fo rce -
ful and e n e r g e t i c .  He looked ahead,  and i n  f a c t  he  looked 
way p a s t  t h e  prov ince  c h i e f  and most o t h e r  people .  So I 
would n o t  say t h a t  r e g a r d l e s s  of what t h e  prov ince  c h i e f  
might have s a i d  about ,  w e  l e t  him down o r  w e ' r e  l e t t i n g  him 
down o r  d i d  n o t  g ive  hi.m t h e  suppor t  he  shou ld  have had ,  i s  
n o t  t r u e .  Thcre was what you n i g h t  c a l l  a nonspeaking p e r i o d  
and a  n o t e  p a s s i n g  p c r i b d ,  l i t t l e  d ip loma t i c  n o t e s  between 
t h e  prov ince  c h i e f  and ou r  headqua r t e r s .  That  was j u s t  about  
t h e  sum t o t a l  of t h e  T e +  o f f e n s i v e .  O f  c o u r s e ,  when I r e a d  
i n  t h e  papers  about t h e  My La i  i n c i d e n t  I searched  my memory 
and I never  heard  anything about i t  because Americal  was a l -
ways i n  t h a t  a r e a .  That  was one of t h e  h o t t e s t  a r e a s  w e  had ,  
one of t h e  h o t  a r e a s  w e  had du r ing  t h e  T e t  o f f e n s i v e .  The 
d i s t r i c t  s e n i o r  a d v i s o r  who a t  t h a t  t ime ,  Major GAVIN,  now 
Colonel  GAVIN,  was moni tor ing  t h e  r a d i o  back a t  t h e  o p e r a t i o n s  
c e n t e r .  H e  had a l o t  of problems. VC were u s ing  t h a t  as one 
of t h e i r  avenues of coming i n t o  Quang Ngai C i t y ,  one coming 
i n  from t h e  sou th .  I le  execu ted  h i s  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  and w a s  
very commend >!)J.e.. I have looked back i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  
Americal.  We conducted o p e r a t i o n s  i n  t h e r e  o f t e n  from t h e  
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aroused my s u s p i c i o n s .  The number of 4 0 0  bod ie s  k i l l e d ,  
i f  t h a t  was known, would have s t u c k  i n  my mind. Some-
t h i n g  l i k e  t h a t  would s t i c k .  You j u s t  d o n ' t  g e t  t h a t  
many k i l l s  on a day-to-day o p e r a t i o n ,  and I ' v e  been 
t h i n k i n g  it ove r  f o r  sometime. I c a n ' t  r e c a l l  one t h i n g  
a s  t o  what happened a t  My La i .  

MR MACCRATE: Colonel  GREEN, you r e f e r r e d  t o  what you des- 
c r i b e d  a s  an unspeaking p e r i o d  f o r  a w h i l e  a f t e r  T e t ,  s o  
f a r  a s  t h e  adv i so ry  team and Colonel  K H I E N  were concerned.  
For what p e r i o d  of  t ime d i d  you f e e l  t h a t  r e l a t i o n s  w e r e  
a l i t t l e  touchy.  I ga the red  t h a t  t h e r e  came a t ime when 
t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  improved s u b s t a n t i a l l y ,  b u t  t h e r e  was a 
pe r iod  of d i f f i c u l t y  i n  between. For what d u r a t i o n ?  

A. W e l l ,  I say it s t a r t e d  du r ing  t h e  T e t  o f fen-  
s i v e  and went on f o r  a  p e r i o d  of t ime .  L e t ' s  say  about a 
month o r  s o ,  u n t i l  A p r i l ,  May, t h a t  t i m e  frame, t h a t  per-  
i o d  of  t i m e ,  a month o r  2 ,  2  months. But when I say  t h i s  
I say t h i s  no t  s o  much a s  a f a u l t  on anyone ' s  p a r t  b u t  
having had f o u r  t o u r s  i n  t h e  Far  E a s t  I ' v e  l e a r n e d  one 
t h i n g ,  and t h e  Vietnamese a r e  e s p e c i a l l y  good a t  it. I f' 

they  can 't g e t  what they  want r i g h t  now from you o r  i f  you 
' a r e  t r y i n g  t o  g e t  them t o  do somethi.ng i n  a  hu r ry  t h e y  

have a  tendency sometimes t o  s t a n d  back and n o t  s a y  any- 
t h i n g  f o r  a  p e r i o d  of  t i m e .  Say i f  t hey  want you t o  g i v e  
them brand new M-16 r i f l e s ,  you say  no ,  t h e  M - 1 s  t h a t  you 
have a r e  good enoush,  t hey  won' t  speak t o  you f o r  about  
2 o r  3 weeks. When you want t o  t a l k  t o  them they  are n o t  
a v a i l a b l e  o r  t hey  a r e  a s l e e p  o r  t hey  a r e  s i c k ,  something 
of t h a t  n a t u r e ,  u n t i l  you send a message o v e r ,  "I t h i n k  
we can g e t  t hose  M-16s." Then t h i n g s  pop: 

Q. Was t h e r e  any p a r t i c u l a r  e v e n t  o r  p o i n t  i n  
t i m e  w i t h  which you can a s s o c i a t e  an opening up o f  b e t t e r  
communications w i t h  Colonel  K H I E N  fo l lowing  T e t ?  

A. N o ,  I c a n ' t  a t t r i b u t e  it t o  any p o i n t  i n  t ime.  
I t h i n k  a s e r i e s  of t h i n g s  happened, such a s  t h e  America1 
coming i n  showing good f a i t h  w i th  t h e  fo rces ;  a show of  . 

f o r c e ,  showing them how f a s t  w e  cou ld  move American 
: t r o o p s  i n t o  Quang Ngai. 
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Q. That  would have been back i n  February? 

A. . No, t h i s  w a s  a f t e r  T e t ,  t h i s  was a f t e r  T e t .  . 
Q Well,  T e t  was i n  t h e  e a r l y  p a r t  of February.  

A.  I would say  t h i s  w a s  du r ing  t h a t  l a t e  p a r t  o f  March and 
e a r l y  A p r i l .  Then t h e r e  was a s e r i e s  of v i s i t s  between t h e  
deputy of t h e  America1 D i v i s i o n ,  t h e  G3, personne l  coming 
i n  and t a l k i n g  t o  Colonel  K H I E N ,  Colonel  G U I N N  t a l k i n g  t o  
him. You know, g i v i n g  him assurance  t h a t  we j u s t  h a d n ' t  
f o r g o t t e n  about  Quang Ngai C i t y  du r ing  t h e  T e t  o f f e n s i v e ,  
and t h a t  i f  t h e  need would a r i s e  i n  t h e  f u t u r e  or i f  it 
had a r i s e n  o r  come t o  a p o i n t  even du r ing  t h e  T e t  o f f e n s i v e  
t h a t  he  could have had a s s i s t a n c e  from American f o r c e s .  

Q - .  During t h i s  per iod--

A .  ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Going back on t h a t  now, p a r t  of  
it I would t h i n k ,  maybe t h i s  t h i n g  k ind  of  socked Colonel  
K H I E N  p r e t t y  ha rd  t o o .  H e  was doing t h i n g s  t h a t  even t o  
my e y e s i g h t  showed t h a t  maybe t h e  e v e n t s  would look l i k e  
t hey  were ove r t ak ing  him. Once I was on t o p  of a . b u i l d i n g ,  
now t h i s  had no connec t ion  wi th  u s ,  I was on t o p  of  a  bu i ld -
i n g  o u t s i d e  t h e  p r i s o n  d i r e c t i n g  gunships on t a r g e t .  I 
looked o u t  t h e r e  and t h . e r e  was Colonel  K H I E N  on one of  t h o s e  
APCs w i t h  a .50 c a l i b e r  machinegun t r y i n g  t o  s h o o t  a h o l e .  
i n  t h e  c o n c r e t e  w a l l ,  and I asked him, "Why?" what t h e  h e l l  
is  he doing o u t  t h e r e  i n  t h e  middle of a f i e l d  i n  t h e  open 
t o p  o f  one of  t hose  c a r r i e r s  t r y i n g  t o  shoo t  a  h o l e  i n  
t h e  w a l l  w i t h  a - 5 0  c a l i b e r  machinegun. I found o u t  h e  was 
t r y i n g  t o  make a h o l e  i n  t h e  w a l l  s o  t h a t  they  cou ld  sneak 
some. t r o o p s  i n s i d e  t h e  - p r i s o n  w a l l .  H e l l ,  .I cou ld  have 
walked him around t h e  o t h e r  s i d e  and walked him through a h o l e  

' b i g  enough t o  d r i v e  a t ank  th rough ,  j u s t  about .  There he  
w a s ,  s o  h e  was t r y i n g  t o  do,  b u t  I , th ink  t h i n g s  were over-
t a k i n g  him a t  t h e  t ime .  I j u s t  t o l d  Major H O A I ,  " T e l l  your  
boss  t o  g e t  t h e  h e l l  o u t  of . t h a t  f i e l d , "  because t h e  gun-
s h i p s  w e r e  coming i n  t h e r e ,  r i g h t  down t h e r e  a t  him. So 
it was, I t h i n k ,  t h i n g s  were moving s o  f a s t ,  I t h i n k  they  
were. even a l i t t l e  t o o  f a s t ,  even f o r  him, and t h a t ' s  j u s t  
about t h e  subs t ance  of it. 

.Q D u r i n g . t h i s  p e r i o d  of some touch ines s  of  r e l a t i o n s  
and d i f f i c u l t y  i n  communications, d i d  you have any i n t e r -
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rnediary t h a t  you f e l t  was able  t o  speak w i t h  Colonel K H I E N  
a t  t h a t  t ime,  perhaps a l i t t l e  b e t t e r  than those  of you 
who were d i r e c t l y  involved i n  day-to-day advisory r e l a t i o n .  -
Was t h e r e  some member of M r .  MAY'S group or some member a t  
d i s t r i c t ?  Were t h e r e  any in te rmedia r i e s  o r  br idges  across?  
Who was p a r t i c u l a r l y  good a t  t a l k i n g  w i t h  Coloncl K H I E N  o r  
t h e  o t h e r  Vietnamese, i n  your experience? 

A .  We had one gentlemen t h e r e  with t h e  Phoenix pro- 
gram. He w a s  p r e t t y  c l o s e  and I could go i n  and I would 
a l s o  t a l k  t o  him. I ' d  j u s t  go i n  h i s  house o r  j u s t  go up 
t o  h i s  o f f i c e  and knock on t h e  door and go i n .  I ' d  always 
t a l k  t o  him. Whenever he thought it was t ime f o r  him t o  
speak t o  someone i n  t h e  headquar ters  he would ca tch  me walk-. 
ing  around i n  t h e  a r e a  and c a l l  me over  and say I can s e e  
M r .  MAY a t  3 o 'c lock  o r  I can s e e  Colonel G U I N N  a t  1 o ' c l o c k ,  
and I passed t h e  fiessage. I th ink  he had a l o t  of confidence 
i n  one of t h e  i n d i v i d u a l s  i n  t h e  i n t e l l i g e n c e  program. 

Q. Who i s  t h e  gentleman i n  t h e  Phoenix program? 

A. I c a n ' t  think. of h i s  name r i g h t  now. 

Q. M r .  RAMSDELL? 

A. Not Bob, Bob's boss ,  Bob's s e n i o r ,  s u p e r i o r .  
Smoked a c i g a r  a l l  t h e  t ime,  Don KEATING, M r .  Don KEATING. 
Don had a very good way wi th  people.  Don cozld g e t  i n  
p r e t t y  c l o s e  wi th  t h e  province c h i e f .  

I 0 : Did he wear a uniform then? 

A. C i v i l i a n  c l o t h e s .  

MR MACCRATE: When General PEERS asked you about Captain 
RODRIGUEZ you i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  you t a l k e d  w i t h  him s e v e r a l  
t imes.  I wasn ' t  c l e a r  i f  you were speaking about ,  we l l  
about what per iod  of time you were speaking,  a t  t h a t  
poin t .  Were your con tac t s  with Captain RODRIGUEZ r a t h e r  
few, i s  t h a t  what you were i n d i c a t i n g ?  

A. I would say more f r equen t  than  wi th  t h e  o t h e r  
d i s t r i c t ,  deputy d i s t r i c t  s e n i o r  a d v i s o r ,  because of  t h i s  
l o c a t i o n ,  c loseness  t o  t h e  province headquar ters .  There 

APP T-150 

CONFIDENTIAL 



CONFIDENTIAL 

d o n ' t  t h i n k  RODRIGUEZ could have w r i t t e n  t h i s .  H e  d o e s n ' t  
w r i t e  t h i s  good. H e ' s  t h e  w o r l d ' s  wor s t  w r i t e r .  Th is  o n e ' s  
t o o  w e l l - w r i t t e n ,  a s  though i t  has  been proofed  by somebody, 
somebody had he lped  him g e t  it t o g e t h e r .  Because "Rod1'--
some o f  t h e  t imes  I 've  gone up t o  see him on one o f  my touchy 
a r e a s ,  t h e  w r i t i n g  up of  awards f o r  t h e  e n l i s t e d  pe r sonne l  
of t h e  teams. The way "Rod" would w r i t e  I ' d  go back and 
h e l p  him r e w r i t e  them and t e l l  him t o  do them o v e r .  Th i s  is  
t o o  w e l l - w r i t t e n  f o r  RODRIGUEZ t o  have w r i t t e n  it. He's  had 
h e l p  w i t h  t h i s  t h i n g .  I d o n ' t  know who, somebody. 

Q W e l l ,  i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  Major GAVIN who else would 
r e g u l a r l y  be  a t  D i s t r i c t ?  

A. They had one man who was, I would s a y  was one of  
t h e  m a s t  r e l i a b l e  l i e u t e n a n t s ,  was t h e  i n t e l l i g e n c e  o f f i c e r  
t h e r e ,  t h e  Phoenix l i e u t e n a n t .  

Q Do you r e c a l l  h i s  name? 

A. I c a n ' t  t h i n k  of  h i s  name, b u t  h e  was h e l l  on 
wheels .  

Q- Did h e  have an I r i s h  name? 

. A.  I d o n ' t  know. H e  was a s o u t h e r n e r ,  had a south-
e r n  drawl.  So does GAVIN: a l i t t l e  d i f f e r e n t  sou the rn .  
G A V I N ' s  sou the rn  i s  M i s s i s s i p p i  s o u t h e r n ,  h i s  sou the rn  

. was Georgia s o u t h e r n ,  Georgian drawl.  I c a n ' t  t h i n k  of 
h i s  name. 

10:  W e  unders tand  he  was r a t h e r  t a l l ?  

A. T a l l ,  s l e n d e r .  

Q Redheaded? 

A. No, s i r ,  it w a s n ' t  redheaded,  wi ry  and t a l l  and 
h e l l ,  he w a s  b e t t e r  g i f t e d  as an infantrymen t h a n  an i n t e l -

. l i g e n c e  o f f i c e r .  Whenever t h e r e  w a s  a n t h i n g  i n  t h e  f i e l d  
I ' d  look up and he  would be  t h e r e  and I ' d  ask him, "Where 
i n  t h e  h e l l  i s  RODRIGUEZ?" and RODRIGUEZ would be back i n  
h i s  CP and h e r e ' s  a l i e u t e n a n t  o u t  t h e r e  running  t h e  d i s t r i c t  
f o r c e s .  
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o t h e r  bodies  (pg. 11). H i s  squad encountered no r e s i s t a n c e  
as  they moved and heard no f i r i n g  o t h e r  than some sho t s  
i n  t h e  mrthwest  end of t h e  v i l l a g e  s h o r t l y  a . f t e r  they 
landed (pgs.  11, 1 2 ) .  The squad took no p r i s o n e r s  and d i d  
n o t  round up any c i v i l i a n s  (pg. 1 2 )  . He s t a t e d  he poss ib ly  
heard men t a l k i n g  about an o r d e r  t o  s t o p  t h e  k i l l i n g  and 
burning,  b u t  he never received one  d i r e c t l y  (pg. 1 2 )  . 

c. H i s  knowledge of  a c t i v i t i e s  i n  t h e  v i l l a g e .  

He f i r s t  became aware of a number of  c i v i l i a n s  J' 

being k i l l e d  i n  My Lai ( 4 )  from d i scuss ion  of t h e  o t h e r  
men who mentioned t h a t  they burned the 'houses  and k i l l e d  
t h e  l i v e s t o c k  and some people (pg. 13) . H e  d i d  n o t  s e e  a 
d i t c h  wi th  a number of  dead people i n  i t  and t h e  only bodies  
he saw were t h e  ones on t h e  t r a i l  south  of the  v i l l a g e  
(pg. 1 4 )  . Although he d i d  n o t  e n t e r  t h e  v i l l a g e ,  he f e l t  
t h a t  t h e r e  were n o t  many people t h e r e  a t  t h e  t ime,  because 
he d i d  n o t  s e e  very many (pg. 1 4 ) .  

d. L a t e r  movement of t h e  u n i t .  

The wi tness  remembered l aager ing  i n  a graveyard 
with B Company f o r  t h e  n i g h t  (pg. 1 4 )  . He r e c a l l e d  cap tu r ing  
a few men and a nurse i n  t h e  a r e a  of  t h e  Song T r a  Khuc 
River on 17 March (pg. 1 6 ) .  A s  they moved on 1 7  March, 
he d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  pass ing  through any hamlets b u t  d i d  s s e  a 
few hu t s  (pg. 1 6 ) .  He d id  n o t  r e c a l l  t h e  u n i t  burning any 
hamlets a s  they moved towards t h e  water  on 17 March. He 
agreed t h a t  on 18  March t h e  u n i t  was l i f t e d  o u t  by h e l i c o p t e r  
and taken back t o  LZ Dot t i e  (pg. 1 7 ) .  

e. H i s  knowledge of p r i s o n e r s .  

The wi tness  saw members of t h e  Nat ional  Po l i ce  
ques t ioning  VC suspec t s  during t h e  af te rnoon of 1 6  March 
( P ~ S  1 4 ,  1 5 ) .  He d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  how many p r i s o n e r s  t h e r e  
were b u t  d i d  s e e  one VC suspec t  s h o t .  He s t a t e d  t h a t  
Captain MEDINA was t h e r e ,  b u t  he could n o t  r e c a l l  t h e  names 
of o t h e r  American o f f i c e r s .  He d i d  n o t  know cap ta in  MICHLES 
o r  Captain KOTOUC (pg. 15)  . He d i d  s e e  t h e  f i n g e r  o f  one 
suspec t  being c u t  o f f  b u t  d i d  n o t  remember who d i d  it (pg. 1 5 ) .  
H e  thought it was an American o f f i c e r  whose grade he d i d  n o t  
know. He d i d  n o t  know what k ind  of k n i &  was used (pg. 16)  . 
The hand was placed on a s o l i d  o b j e c t  and t h e  f i n g e r  was c u t  
o f f  a t  t h e  f i r s t  j o i n t  (pg. 2 0 ) .  
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Q. When you w e r e  ove r  around t h i s  hamlet  t h a t  w a s  t o  
t h e  s o u t h e a s t  of My L a i  ( 4 ) ,  d i d  you s e e  a d i t c h  wi th  a l o t  
of people  i n  it? A l o t  of dead women and c h i l d r e n ?  

A. No, sir. The on ly  people  whom I s a w  w e r e  on t h i s  
t r a i l  t o  t h e  sou th .  

Q* Going back,  now, t o  t h e  matter of t h e  number of 
Vietnamese c i v i l i a n s  be ing  k i l l e d  i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  t h a t  morn- 
i n g ,  one t h i n g  t h a t  w e  have been t r y i n g  t o  de te rmine  is  why 
t h i s  happened. I t  i s  p r e t t y  unusual .  Some people  have 
thought  t h a t  a t  leas t  p a r t s  of t h e  company w e r e  o u t  of con-
t r o l  t h a t  morning. Do you have any thoughts  on t h i s  sub- 
j e c t ?  Did you h e a r  such a t h i n g ?  Did you have t h a t  i m -
p r e s s i o n ?  

A. No, sir. Well ,  f i r s t ,  i f  I may say  so .  W e l l ,  
u s u a l l y  whenever w e  went i n t o  a v i l l a g e ,  I d o n ' t  know, I 
guess  t h i s  was one of t h e  l a r g e s t  ones i n  which w e  had been.  
A s  f a r  a s  t h e y  were s ay ing  t h a t  t h e r e  were hundreds of people  
t h e r e ,  I do n o t  b e l i e v e  t h i s ,  t h a t  t h e r e  w e r e  t h a t  many people  
i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  a t  t h a t  t i m e .  

Q. I t a k e  it you d i d n ' t  see very  many, t hen?  

A. No, s ir .  

Q- D o  you remember what t h e  company d i d  t h e  r e s t  of 
t h e  day a f t e r  t h e y  l e f t  My L a i  ( 4 ) ? 

A. W e l l ,  w e  d i d  go a l l  t h e  way t o  t h e  China Sea.  Was 
it t h a t  day o r  t h e  . n e x t ?  

Q- I ' l l  j u s t  o t ; t l ine  it q u i c k l y .  You were o u t  i n  t h e  
f i e l d  3 days.  On t h e  a f t e rnoon  of t h e  1 6 t h ,  you moved 
e a s t ,  a l i t t l e  n o r t h ,  and met up w i t h  Bravo Company, and 
l a a g e r e d  f o r  t h e  n i g h t  i n  a graveyard.  

A. Y e s ,  t h a t ' s  r i g h t .  

.. 	 Q" That  a f t e r n o o n ,  perhaps  l a t e  a f t e r n o o n ,  d i d  you 
remember s e e i n g  any members of  t h e  Na t iona l  P o l i c e ,  Vietnamese 
Na t iona l  P o l i c e ?  There w e r e  some t h e r e ,  and t h e y  were ques-
t i o n i n g  some VC s u s p e c t s .  Did y o u . s e e  t h a t ?  
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SUMMARY OF TESTIMONY 

WITNESS: G U I N N ,  Will iams D . ,  J r . ,  LTC 

DATE OF TESTIMONY: 17 December 1969 

PLACE OF TESTIMONY: Pentagon 

WITNESS SUSPECTED OF: 'N/A 

COUNSE: None 

DUTY ASSIGNMENT ON 16 MARCH 1968: Deputy Province Senior  
Advisor,  Quang Ngai Province ,  Republic of Vietnam. 

1. INQUIRIES CONCERNING THE ASSAULT ON MY LAI. 

a. .Report of  i n c i d e n t  through Census Grievance 
channels .  

The f i r s t  r e p o r t  of an i n c i d e n t  a t  My La i  came 
t o  t h e  a t t e n t i o n  of  t h e  w i t n e s s  through Census Grievance 
channels  (pg.  5 ) .  Census Grievance i s  a f r o n t  f o r  an 
i n t e l l i g e n c e  g a t h e r i n g  agency i n  Vietnam (pg. 5 ) .  The 
r e p o r t  was i n  t h e  form of  a poor ly  t r a n s l a t e d  copy of a 
document which a l l e g e d  t h a t  U.S. f o r c e s  had k i l l e d  some 
1200 c i v i l i a n s  i n  t h e  My La i  a r e a  (pgs.  6 ,  2 7 ) .  However, 
t h e  c o o r d i n a t e s  g iven  i n  t h e  r e p o r t  d i d  n o t  c o i n c i d e  w i t h  
t h e  area. of  My L a i ,  b u t  i n d i c a t e d  an area sou th  of  t h e r e  
(pgs.  6 ,  5 0 ) .  Co Lay was mentioned i n  t h e  r e p o r t  (pg. 8 ) .  

b.  Opinion of t h e  r e p o r t .  

The w i t n e s s  opined t h a t  he w a s  f a i r l y  c e r t a i n  
t h a t  t h e  r e p o r t  was merely V i e t  Cong propaganda, b u t  he 
f e l t  t h a t  it should  be looked i n t o  (pg. 6 ) .  He made no 
p a r t i c u l a r  e f f o r t  t o  check it o u t  himself  (pg.  9 ) ,  a l though  
he w a s  f a m i l i a r  w i th  t h e  requi rement  of MACV D i r e c t i v e  
20-4 (pg. 2 2 ) .  H e  s t a t e d  t h a t  he d i d  n o t  have a du ty  t o  
r e p o r t  t h i s ,  s i n c e  t h e  r e p o r t  he r e c e i v e d  a l l e g e d  t h a t  t h e  
d e a t h s  w e r e  due t o  a r t i l l e r y  and bombing, n o t  t o  any 
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4 .  OTHER INFORMATION. 

a. Opinion of  L ieu t enan t  Colonel  K H I E N .  

The w i t n e s s  s t a t e d  t h a t  L ieu t enan t  Colonel  
KHIEN w a s  an  h o n e s t ,  hardworking,  o u t s t a n d i n g  o f f i c e r  
and t h a t  t h e r e  w a s  a good r a p p o r t  between them (pgs .  i.16,17) . 
He s t a t e d  t h a t  M r .  MAY, t h e  S e n i o r  Province Advisor ,  d i d  
n o t  g e t  a long  w e l l  w i t h  K H I E N  (pgs .  1 4 ,  17) . 

Vietnames i n t e l l i g e n c e  r e p o r t  on 48th  B a t t a l i o n .  

The w i t n e s s  no ted  t h a t  as of  16 March 1968 t h e  -

province  i n t e l l i g e n c e  had t h e  48th Local  Force  B a t t a l i o n  i n  
t h e  mountains t o  t h e  w e s t ,  r a t h e r  t han  i n  t h e  Son Tinh 
a r e a ,  a l though  t h e  Amer ica l ' s  i n t e l l i g e n c e  had them on t h e  
Batangan p e n i s u l a  (pg.  42) . 
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and a l s o  concerning t h e  a c t i v i t y  of t h e  f r i e n d l y  f o r c e s  o v e r  
q u i t e  a long  p e r i o d  of  t i m e .  And,we want t o  t a k e  advantage 
of t h a t .  However, t h i s  a f t e r n o o n ,  and perhaps  t h i s  evening,  
what w e  f i r s t  want t o  do is t o  g e t  what ltnowledge you have 
of t h e  My Lai  i n c i d e n t  and any r e p o r t  o r  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  of 
it. Then subsequent  t o  t h a t  t ime we w i l l  g e t  a b r i e f  d e s c r i p t i o n  
from you of t h e  enemy and t h e  f r i e n d l y  s i t u a t i o n ,  and then  
ask t h a t  you g e t  t o g e t h e r  w i t h  one of t h e  members of t h e  i n v e s t i -
g a t i o n  team t o  p u t  it down i n  g r e a t e r  d e t a i l  f o r  u s ,  t o  as-
s i s t  i n  drawing up a word p i c t u r e  of t h e  a r e a .  

A l l  r i g h t ,  s ir .  

Q What w a s  your  f i r s t  Itnowledge of any th ing  unusual  
t h a t  may have happened a t  My La i  o r  Son My i n  about  t h e  middle 
of March? 

A. W e l l ,  l e t  me say  t h i s .  S ince  I f i r s t  appeared 
b e f o r e  t h e  I G  on t h i s  o r i g i n a l  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  I ' v e  done eve ry th ing  
I could  t o  r e c a l l  f a c t s ,  dates, and p l a c e s  and s o  f o r t h ,  and 
i t ' s  a lmos t  imposs ib le  f o r  m e  t o  p u t  t h i s  t h i n g  back i n t o  
t h e  p e r s p e c t i v e  -&a t  I would l i k e  t o  because a l o t  of  t h e  
f a c t s  and f i g u r e s  a r e  j u s t  miss ing ,  and I c a n ' t  r e c a l l  t h e m .  
I w a s  i n  t h e  o f f i c e  and I w a s  o u t  of  t h e  o f f i c e .  M r .  MAY 
w a s  t h e r e  and I ' m  s u r e  y o u ' r e  going t o  c a l l  him and t a l k  t o  
him. H e  might be  a b l e  t o  f i l l  i n  some of t h e  b l ank  spaces  
because i t ' s  n o t  only  t h a t  I may have f o r g o t t e n ,  perhaps  
some of it I never  knew. And t o  d i s t i n g u i s h  t h e  two r i g h t  
now is imposs ib l e  because I j u s t  c a n ' t  p u t  it back t o g e t h e r .  
But I do r e c a l l  and I c a n ' t  r e c a l l  the d a t e s ,  t h i s  i s  where 
I c a n ' t  p u t  it t o g e t h e r ,  b u t  it was i n  March. I r ece ived  
a r e p o r t  that  c a m e  t o  m e ,  and I ques t ioned  the s o u r c e  and 
was t o l d  t h a t  it came through census g r i evance  channe ls .  Now, 
census g r i evance  channe ls ,  I assume everyone knows what t h a t  
is .  I t ' s  an i n t e l l i g e n c e  g a t h e r i n g  agency; i t ' s  a f r o n t ,  
l e t ' s  say  it t h a t  way. I t ' s  a f r o n t  f o r  an i n t e l l i g e n c e  g a t h e r i n g  
agency, and I w a s  t o l d  it came through census g r i evance  channe ls .  
It was j u s t  a p e n c i l e d  copy t h a t  the t r a n s l a t o r  had taken 
from t h e  o r i g i n a l .  And I remember it s p e c i f i c a l l y  because 
it was s o  poor ly  t r a n s l a t e d ,  and t h e  handwr i t i ng  w a s  s o  poor 
I could  h a r d l y  r e a d  it. I remember s e v e r a l  
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A. This  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l ,  s ir .  I j u s t  remember t h a t  
sometime l a t e r  on w e  hea rd  t h a t  it might have come from t h e  
prov ince  c h i e f  h i m s e l f .  T h i s  i s  where I t o l d  you I d o n ' t  
r e c a l l ,  b u t  I do r e c a l l  somewhere t h a t  we h e a r d ,  and M r .  MAY 
may be a b l e  t o  e n l i g h t e n  you on t h i s  because I c a n ' t  r e c a l l  
t h a t  t h e  r e p o r t  had been checked and t h e r e  was no th ing  t o  it. 

Q Do you r e c a l l  t h e  names t h a t  were c i t e d  i n  t h e  
r e p o r t ?  Did it c i t e  the names o f  Tu Cuny and Co Lay? 

A.  Y e s ,  s i r .  I t  mentioned Co Lay, I do r e c a l l  Co 
Lay, b u t  as I say ,  I c o u l d n ' t  marry up t h e  c o o r d i n a t e s  and 
t h e  hamle t ,  b u t  it l i s t e d  this  g e n e r a l  a r e a .  I ' m  j u s t  going 
t o  say  g e n e r a l  a r e a  because I c a n ' t  r e c a l l  a l l  of t h e  hamlets  
and v i l l a g e s  t h a t  w e r e  names. T h a t ' s  what i s  foggy i n  my mind. 

Q P r i o r  t o  t h e  conduct  of this o p e r a t i o n  o r  a f t e r  
t h e  o p e r a t i o n  had been i n i t i a t e d ,  Colonel  G U I N N ,  had anybody 
acqua in t ed  you wi th  t h e  ope ra t iona l - - t h e  concept  of o p e r a t i o n ?  

A. N o ,  sir.  I t  was q u i t e  normal f o r  Americans 
o p e r a t i n g  i n  t h i s  a r e a ,  i n  t h i s  case  it was always Task 
Force Barker ,  because I t h i n k  it was- t h e  f i r s t  American 
u n i t  i n  t h e r e  a f t e r  t h e  ROK Marine Brigade was p u l l e d  o u t .  
They ope ra t ed  g e n e r a l l y  n o r t h  of t h i s  r i v e r ,  and any t i m e  
t hey  came sou.th of /:he r i v e r  they  would ask us f o r  an A 0  
ex t ens ion ,  and we would yo through t h e  p rov ince  c h i e f  down 
t o  t h e  d i s t r i c t  a n d  g e t  t h e  a r e a  o p e r a t i o n s  extended f o r  
t hen .  And it ~o111dj u s t  h e  a block ex tens ion ,  u s u z l l y  by 
g r i d  c o o r d i n a ~ ~ e s?or a p e r i o d  of t ime ,  and d u r i n g  t h a t  
p e r i o d  of t i m e  they o p e r a t e d  i n  t h e r e  w i thou t  a d v i s i n g  us 
of what they  were doing.  This was normal because they  
d i d n ' t  want us t o  know what  t hey  were doing because t h e r e  
were t o o  many l e a k s  i n  the Vietnamese s t r u c t u r e .  Rare ly  
d i d  they  e v e r  t e l l  us what  -they were doing u n l e s s  t hey  
wanted u s  t o  h e l p  them o r  i f  t hey  needed o u r  s u p p o r t .  I t  
was, I would s a y ,  o u t  of t h e  o r d i n a r y  i f  we knew what w a s  
going on from day t o  day. 

Q A f t e r  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  i t s e l f  was under way they
d i d  not make it a p r a c t i c e  of--
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A .  ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  No, s i r ,  they  d i d n ' t  always 
adv i se  us. Me would g e t  a r e p o r t ,  perhaps  t h e  nex t  
day,  of what had happened, b u t  it used t o  be q u i t e  ske t chy ,  
because a t  t h a t  t ime Task Force  Barker  w a s  a t a s k  
f o r c e  and w a s  n o t  s e t  up w i t h  the normal command 
and s t a f f  r a t i o s  t h a t  an i n f a n t r y  b a t t a l i o n  had.  
H e  d i d n ' t  have ' h e  manpcwer, I knaw, to lceep up w i t h  
it. Now, I had an i n t e l l i g e n c e  s e c t i o n  i n  Quang 
Ngai t h a t  d i d  coo rd ina t e  w i t h  him and h i s  S 2  f r e q u e n t l y ,  
b u t  it was n o t  on a r o u t i n e  b a s i s .  I would say it 
was on ly  when we f e l t  it was necessary  t h a t  we con-
t a c t  them o r  t h a t  they  c o n t a c t  u s ,  T h e i r  S 2  would 
come down f r e q u e n t l y  and check w i t h  us t o  s e e  what 
ou r  i n t e l l i g e n c e  w a s ,  and t h a t  was p i o u t  t h e  e x t e n t  
of t h e  l i a i s o n  between Colonel  BARKER'S t a s k  f o r c e  
and t h e  adv i so ry  team. 

Q - Once you had r e c e i v e d  t h i s  a l l e g a t i o n ,  
Colonel  G U I N N ,  i r r e s p e c t i v e  of  what you might have 
cons ide red  t h e  v a l i d i t y  of i t ,  d i d  you make any a t t empt s  
through your  i n t e l l i g e n c e  c o l l e c t i o n  c a p a b i l i t e s  
t o  check t h i s  o u t ?  

A. No, s i r ,  we d i d  no t .  We made no e f f o r t  t o  
check t h i s  o u t  because  t h i s  d i d n ' t  come from my i n t e l l i -
gence--well, I say  m i l i t a r y  i n t e l l i g e n c e .  I t  d i d  n o t  
come through t h a t .  I t  came through census g r i evance  
channe ls .  Census g r i evance  channels  was s e t  up as a 
f r o n t  o r g a n i z a t i o n  o r  i n t e l l i g e n c e  g a t h e r i n g  agency, 
and the i d e a  was t h a t  the c i v i l i a n s  would come i n ,  
vo i ce  t h e i r  g r i evance  o r  compla in t s ,  and a t  t h e  same 
t i m e  they  would g l e a n  in fo rma t ion  o r  i n t e l l i g e n c e  from 
it. There  w a s  no check made o f  it t h a t  I know o f .  

Q- Is t h i s  census g r i evance  team t h a t  you a r e  
r e f e r r i n g  t o  a p a r t  of  an RD cad re  team? 

A .  Yes, sir ,  it was--well it w a s  under t h e i r  con t ro l - -  

Q. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Do you know what RD cad re  team 
t h i s  r e p o r t  emanated from? 

A. .No, s i r ,  I do no t .  I d o n ' t  know t h a t  it came 
from a cad re  team though. When you s a y  RD c a d r e  team as  
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w e  c a l l e d  t h e m  , t h e  embassy people  t h e r e  c o n t r o l l e d  t h e  
census gr ievance .  They a l s o  c o n t r o l l e d  t h e  RD cad re ,  Now 
census g r i evance  was n o t  p a r t  of t h e  RD cadre .  I t  was a 
s e p a r a t e  o r g a n i z a t i o n ,  b u t  it was c o n t r o l l e d  from t h e  same 
h e a d q u a r t e r s ,  from t h e  same s o u r c e .  I don' t t h i n k  i t  came 
from RD cad re  because w e  d i d n ' t  have any RD cad re  i n  that 
a r e a .  

Q. Accordiny t o  t h e  i n fo rma t ion  t h a t  we have avail-
a b l e ,  t h e  c l o s e s t  RD t e a m  -to t h e  a r e a  was sou th  of I S i l l  85 
down a t ,  where i s  t h a t ,  An Dao? 

A. An Dao, y e s ,  s i r .  There w a s  a team at- -wel l ,  l e t  
m e  s t o p  and t h i n k .  S i r ,  t h i s  was r i g h t  a f t e r  t h e  T e t  o f f en -
s i v e .  I d o n ' t  want t o  s t a t e  t h a t  one way o r  the o t h e r .  Col-
o n e l  GAVIN would be t h e  man t h a t  would have t o  t e l l  you t h a t ,  
because t h a t  was h i s  d i s t r i c t .  There was a team l o c a t e d  i n  
t h e r e ,  b u t  whether  t hey  were a t  t h a t  s p e c i f i c  t i m e  o r  n o t  
I do n o t  know because w e  were j u s t  t r y i n g  t o  keep o u r  heads 
above wa te r  a t  t h a t  t i m e .  

Q W e  were und.er t h e  impress ion  from Colone l  GAVIN's 
d i s c u s s i o n  t h a t  t h e  RD cad re ,  i n c l u d i n g  t h e  census, g r i evance  
teams, were p a r t  of t h e  o t h e r  p a r t  of t h e  census g r i evance  
o r g a n i z a t i o n  a t  p r 0 ~ ~ ~ i . n ~ ~headqua r t e r s  ; t h a t  this was p r e t t y  
w e l l  c n n t r o l l e d  froci p rov ince  headqua r t e r s  and the d i s t r i c t  
had  very l i t t l e  t o  do w i t h  it. 

A. What, s i r ,  t h e  RD cad re?  

Q Yes, t h e  RD cadre .  

A,  Yes, s i r ,  it was. The province  adv i so ry  team had 
i n  it an RD cad re  a d v i s o r .  However, you might want t o  ques t -
i o n  M r .  MAY on t h i s .  ' H e  may have a d i f f e r e n t  op in ion .  But 
I t h i n k  t h e  RD cad re  func t ioned  p r e t t y  much on t h e i r  own be-
cause of t h e  d i f f e r e n t  s e t u p .  And we worked under t h e  CORDS 
o r g a n i z a t i o n .  And t h e  RD cadre  was supposed t o  be p a r t  o f  
t h e  CORDS o r g a n i z a t i o n .  I n  o u r  a r e a  t h e  RD c a d r e  a d v i s o r  
p r e t t y  much r a n  h i s  own o p e r a t i o n .  We coord ina t ed ,  we g o t  
a long ,  b u t  t h e r e  was always t h a t  l i t t l e  gap between t h e  two 
of  us. He w s s  p a r t  of t h e  o r g a n i z a t i o n  b u t  h e  was never  f u l l y  
i n t e g r a t e d  i n t o  it, it I make myself c l e a r .  
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Q- Who was the--to make it a mat ter  of record ,  
although i t  was r e f e r r e d  t o  as embassy, normally t h e r e  
were f i v e  Cen t ra l  I n t e l l i g e n c e  Agency personnel .  

A. T h a t ' s  r i g h t .  I can' t r e c a l l  a t  t h e  t i m e  who 
it was. Perhaps l a t e r  on t h e  name w i l l  come t o  me, b u t  I 
c a n ' t  r e c a l l  who i t  was  right now. I g o t  h i s  f i r s t  name-- 

Q - ( In te rpos ing)  Is t h i s  t h e  only r e p o r t  t h a t  
you heard which caused any concern t o  you i n  t h e  My Lai 
a rea?  

A. Yes, s ir .  

Q - About t h a t  per iod? 

A. Yes, s i r ,  it was. 

Q. I ' d  l i k e  t o  show you some a d d i t i o n a l  documents 
p lease .  I have h e r e  a l e t t e r  from Lieutenant  Tan, the Son 
Tinh D i s t r i c t  c h i e f ,  t o  the  Quang Ngai Province c h i e f ,  da ted  
28 March. The Vietnamese ve r s ion  i s  a t t ached  t o  it. On 
the  f r o n t  i s  the  English version.  

A. I d o n ' t  remember see ing  t h i s  r e p o r t ,  s ir .  

' Q - Would you, o r  M r .  MAY, o r  both of you normally 
be made pr ivy  t o  such a r e p o r t ?  

A. Not n e c e s s a r i l y .  No, s ir .  I would say n o t  
n e c e s s a r i l y  , because t h i s  involved American opera t ions ,  
and we were running our  own opera t ion  a t  the  time. I 
c o u l d n ' t  keep up wi th  t h e  d e t a i l s  of t h e  American opera- 
t i o n s ,  t o  be hones t  w i t h  you. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  s ee ing  
t h i s  r e p o r t .  I t  says  "copies . .  .," and i t ' s  p o s s i b l e  we 
g o t  it, b u t  i n  our  d a i l y  b r i e f i n g s  w e  would g e t ,  i f  it 
was r e a l l y  s i g n i f i c a n t ,  we would g e t  a summary of what 
happened i n  t h e  adjo in ing  areas .  A t  t h a t  time we had 
t h r e e  o r  four  ARVN b a t t a l i o n s  a t t ached  t o  us f o r  opera- 
t i o n a l  c o n t r o l .  We had approximately 20 o r  22  RF Companies 
and 177 PF Platoons t h a t  we kep t  up w i t h ,  and t h a t ' s  about 

- a l l  we t r i e d  t o  keep up wi th .  I couldn' t keep up with Task 
, Force Barker ' s  ope ra t ion  and I d i d n ' t  t r y  t o .  I do n o t  w 

- r e c a l l  ever  see ing  t h i s  r epor t .  
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Q . I have h e r e  ano the r  document which has  been e n t e r e d  
i n t o  t h e  r e c o r d ,  d a t e d  24 A p r i l ,  "Report  of I n v e s t i g a t i o n , "  
Commanding General ,  America1 Div i s ion .  I would ask i f  you 
have seen  t h a t  document? 

A: No, s i r .  

Q. 'Now, t h a t ' s  t h e  document i t s e l f .  This  was n o t  
r e f e r r e d  t o  you o r  c a l l e d  t o  your  a t t e n t i o n  a t  any t ime  t o  
t he  b e s t  of your  knowledge? 

A .  To t h e  b e s t  of  my knowledge, no, s ir .  

Q - Mow I r e f e r  you t o  I n c l o s u r e  1, one page. 

A. Okay, s i r .  No, s i r ,  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  s e e i n g  t h a t  
one ei ther .  

Q. You w i l l  n o t i c e ,  Colonel  G U I N N ,  t h a t  this document 
o r i g i n a t e d  w i t h  t h e  v i l l a g e  c h i e f  of My Lai  v i l l a g e .  

A. Yes, s i r ,  I think.it was--

Q. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Son My v i l l a g e  of  which My L a i  is  
a hamlet .  Had you h e a r d  of any in fo rma t ion  of this s o r t ?  

A. No, s ir .  A s  1. s t a t e d ,  t h e  on ly  t h i n g  t h a t  I can 
r e c a l l  i s  t h e  f i r s t  r e p o r t ,  which as  I s a y ,  I passed  on t o  
Colonel  HENDERSON. I don' L r e c a l l  having seen  e i t h e r  one 
of  t hese .  

Q - Y e s .  With -the excep t ion  of the numbers, however, 
does t h a t  n o t  c o i n c i d e  q u i t e  c l o s e l y  w i th  t h e  i n fo rma t ion  t h a t  
had come t o  you from t h e  census g r i evance  channe ls?  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  I .would say  t h e r e  was s i m i l a r i t y  between 
t h e  two r e p o r t s ,  b u t  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  having s e e n  t h i s  s t a t e m e n t  
o r  any of t h e  o t h e r  documents t h a t  you have showed m e .  

Q - I now r e f e r  you t o  t h e  second i n c l o s u r e  which i s  an  
Engl i sh  t r a n s l a t i o n  of some VC propaganda. I s u g g e s t  t h a t  you 
g lance  a t  t h e  f i r s t  page because most of it i s  t h e  normal 
d i a l e c t i c ,  b u t  t h e  second paragraph a t  t h e  t o p  o f  t h e  second 
page is  r a t h e r  p e r t i n e n t .  
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A. Was t h i s ,  may I ask,  s i r ,  was t h i s  one complete VC 
propaganda s h e e t  o r  was-- 

Q- ( In te rpos ing)  To the  b e s t  of our  knowledge i t  was 
one s h e e t  of propaganda. 

A. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  ever  having seen  t h i s .  We d i d  g e t  
a l o t  of propaganda s h e e t s  i n  and I ' d  glance a t  them and t h a t  
was about t h e  end of it, b u t  something l i k e  t h i s  I c e r t a i n l y  
think I would have remembered, and I d o n ' t  remember t h i s .  

Q- Did you ever  hear  of any VC propaganda, a s i d e  from 
t h i s ,  which may have been d i r e c t e d  a t  t h e  U. S .  opera t ion  i n  
My Lai ( 4 )  a r e a  of  1 6  March, such propaganda being put  ou t  
i n  l e a f l e t  form, v e r b a l l y ,  through the use of s logans ,  s i g n s ,  
armbands, o r  any o t h e r  form? 

A. No, s i r ,  I do not .  I n c i d e n t a l l y ,  the  name of t h e  
RD cadre advisor  a t  t h a t  time was Don KEATING. 

Q =  Don KEATING? 

A. Yes, s i r .  

RCDR: Do you remember h i s  rank? 

A .  W e l l ,  he was C I A  type ,  c i v i  lian--KEATING. 

10: Did you hea r  anything about an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  being 
conducted i n  U .  S. channels? 

A. No, sir .  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  any r e p o r t  of t h a t  in-  
v e s t i g a t i o n .  T h e  only th ing  I do r e c a l l ,  a s  I s a i d  e a r l i e r ,  
we heard t h a t  they had checked out  my r e p o r t  t o  Colonel 
HENDERSON, and t h e r e  was nothing t o  it, no t r u t h  t o  it. This 
i s  a l l  I remember, a l l  I r e c a l l .  

Q- Did you ever  h e a r  of an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  being con-
ducted wi th in  ARVN and GVN channels o r i g i n a t i n g  with General 
LAM through Colonel TOAN t o  Colonel KHIEN? 

A. No, s ir .  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  any i n v e s t i g a t i o n  through 
ARVN channels.  I t ' s  very l i k e l y  t h a t  I wouldn't  have because 
t h i s  would have been, probably,  ou t  of my channel. I f  it came 
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through Colonel  LAM down through 2d ARVN Div i s ion  t o  Colonel  
K H I E N  i t ' s  very u n l i k e l y  that we would have been involved  i n  
it a t  a l l .  

Q. What was your  r e l a t i o n s h i p  between, f i r s t ,  M r .  
MAY and y o u r s e l f  and Colonel  KHIEN? Is it KHIEN? 

A. ' K H I E N ,  y e s ,  s i r ,  K-H-I-E-N. 

Q Yes. F i r s t ,  what was t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  between 
t h e  two of you and t h e  p rov ince  c h i e f ?  

A .  Well,  Colone l  K H I E N ,  as  p rov ince  c h i e f ,  w a s  the 
p o l i t i c a l  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  and a l s o  the m i l i t a r y  commander i n  
t h e  a r e a .  M r .  MAY was t h e  p rov ince  s e n i o r  a d v i s o r .  A s  such ,  
h e  was t h e  p r i n c i p a l  a d v i s o r  t o  Colonel  K H I E N .  I was M r .  MY'S 
deputy.  I s a i d  I wore two h a t s .  I was t h e  p r i n c i p a l  deputy,  
and I a l s o  handled  t h e  m i l i t a r y  advisory  s i d e  and concerned 
myself mainly w i th  t h e  m i l i t a r y  s i d e .  W e  had ano the r  deputy 
who tock c a r e  o f  the--we had a  double  deputy s e t u p ,  one f o r  
m i l i t a r y  and one f o r  c i v i l i a n .  I took c a r e  of  t h e  m i l i t a r y  
s i d e  mainly.  Now i n  t h e  absence of  M r .  MAY, t h e n  I func t ioned  
a s  t h e  p r i n c i p a l  a d v i s o r  t o  Colonel  KI-IIEN. A t  t h i s  t i m e  I 
d o n ' t  t h i n k  M r .  MAY w a s  a b s e n t  a t  a l l .  H e  was t h e r e  most of 
the t ime.  And u s u a l l y  i f  t h e r e  were any conferences  o r  any-
t h i n g  l i k e  t h a t  t h a t  involved  Colonel  K H I E N ,  M r .  MAY was t h e r e .  
I was t h e r e  on ly  i f  t h e  m i l i t a r y  w a s  involved .  

Q Well, my q u e s t i o n ,  Colonel  G U I N N ,  i s  t o  s e e  how 
c l o s e  M r .  MAY alld/or y o u r s ? l f  were t o  Colonel  KEIIEN, s o  t h a t  
even though something may have been w i t h i n  ARVN channe l s ,  he 
would have k e p t  M r .  MAY informed o r  have k e p t  you informed? 

A. We were n o t  tha-L c l o s e  t o  Colonel  KHIEN. I t h i n k  
probably ,  p e r s o n a l l y  I was c l o s e r  t o  Colonel  KHIEN than  M r .  
MAY w a s ,  because M r .  M Y  and Colonel  K H I E N  d i d  n o t  g e t  a long.  
And a t  t h i s  t ime we w e r e  having an awful l o t  of problems w i t h  
Colonel  KHIEN because--I  thought  du r ing  t h e  T e t  o f f e n s i v e  w e  
had a lmost  l o s t  him. H e  went o f f - - I  thought  w e  were going 
t o  have t o  p u t  him i n  an i n s t i t u t i o n .  He a lmost  f l i p p e d  h i s  
l i d ,  i f  you w i l l  pardon t h e  express ion .  This  c r e a t e d  some 
d i s s e n s i o n  I would s a y ,  mainly between M r .  MAY and 
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Colonel KHIEN. During t h i s  time the  cooperat ion and coordi-  
na t ion  and s o  f o r t h  between t h e  province team and t h e  Viet-  
namese was n o t  good a t  a l l .  Not good. I d o n ' t  t h ink  t h a t  
M r .  MAY nor I were brought i n  on everyth ing  t h a t  took p lace .  
M r .  MAY might have been. I d o n ' t  know. He might have known 
something about t h i s ,  b u t  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  anything about it 
r i g h t  now, and I'm speak-tng of the  Vietnamese i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  

Q- You were around Vietnam f o r  q u i t e  a time and you 
. 	 saw s e v e r a l  province c h i e f s  funct ioning .  What d i d  you 

think of Colonel K H I E N  as f a r  as  a  province chief  i s  con-
cerned? 

A. When I l e f t  t h e r e  I thought Colonel KHIEN was an 
outs tanding  province c h i e f .  Not because I made him a good 
province c h i e f ,  b u t  it d i d  t ake  him t h a t  long t o  g e t  
h i s  f e e t  on t h e  ground. When I f i r s t  went t o  Quang Ngai 
we had a c i v i l i a n  as  province c h i e f .  Not t h a t  I have any- 
th ing  a g a i n s t  c i v i l i a n s ,  b u t  he was no province c h i e f .  H e  
was a doctor  by p ro fess ion ,  and I th ink  the  f a c t s  have 
borne it ou t  s i n c e  t h a t  time. He was a crook, as  many 
of them a re .  He was overthrown i n  a  b loodless  coup 
by t h e  RD cadre sometime i n  l a t e  summer, 1967--I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  
definitely--September,  October, somewhere around t h e r e .  
When t h i s  happened Colonel K H I E N  was chief  of s t a f f  of t h e  
2d ARVN Divis ion ,  and they s e n t  him down t o  t ake  over  a s  

. 	 province c h i e f .  Well, he w a s  s t r i c t l y  a  m i l i t a r y  man. 
He d i d n ' t  know anything about being province c h i e f .  By 
t h e  f i r s t  of t h e  y e a r ,  I thought he s t a r t e d  t o  shape up 
and t ake  charge of t h i n g s ,  b u t  then the  T e t  o f f e n s i v e  
came along,  and a t  - this  t ime M r .  MAY was back i n  t h e  S t a t e s  
on leave ,  and I w a s  t h e r e  by myself. I t  was a l l  I could 
do t o  hold  Colonel K H I E N .  I thought ,  s e r i o u s l y ,  I thought 
w e  were going t o  l o s e  him because of t h e  p ressu re  he was 
under. He d i d n ' t  know how t o  handle it. The c i t y  was 
under a t t a c k .  The c i t y  was occupied f o r  a s h o r t  per iod  
of time. We r a n  them out .  The VC had pu t  o u t  an awfully 
l o t  of propaganda a t  t h a t  t ime, t h a t  t h e  Americans had 
abandoned them, t h a t  w e  wouldn ' t  come t o  t h e i r  a i d ,  and 
I th ink  t h i s  was helped along by some of h i s  own provin- 
c i a l  s t a f f  and perhaps--Colonel KHIEN apparent ly  bought 

- t h i s  lock ,  	s tock ,  and b a r r e l .  The second day of the 
Tet  o f f e n s i v e  he grabbed me and s t a r t e d  b e r a t i n g  me and 
Americans. He was i r r a t i o n a l .  He was a c t u a l l y  i r r a t i o n a l ,  
and h e  was r a n t i n g  and raving about why hadn' t t h e  Americans 
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come t o  t h e i r  a i d .  I remember s p e c i f i c a l l y  he  made r e f e r e n c e  
t o  General  YOUNG, who w a s  down t o  s e e  us f r e q u e n t l y .  H e  s a i d :  
"General YOUNG comes down, he makes a l l  k ind  of promises ,  b u t  
t hen  when VC come General  YOUNG w o n ' t  he lp . "  You know, t h i s  
t ype .  And he bought  t h i s  propaganda lock ,  s t o c k ,  and b a r r e l .  
F i n a l l y  t h i s  went  on f o r  2 dr 3 days ,  and I f i n a l l y  j u s t  
s a t  down and t a l k e d  t o  him. I s a i d ,  i n  s o  many words, I s a i d ,  
look ,  you g o t t a  knock t h i s  o f f  and g e t  back on t h e  r i g h t  chan- 
n e l  h e r e .  And he calmed down a f t e r  t h a t ,  b u t  it took him 
q u i t e  a wh i l e .  Of cou r se ,  I can unders tand it ,  I t h i n k ,  b e t -
t e r  t han  most people .  H e  had a family  i n  Hue. H e  d i d n ' t  
know what had happened t o  h i s  family .  He had p rope r ty  and 
d i d n ' t  !<;low what happened t o  h i s  p r o p e r t y .  H e  was a f r a i d  
they  were going t o  make ano the r  Hue o u t  of Quang Ngai, b u t  w e  
thought  tlzey were ,  t o o ,  because t h e r e  were i n d i c a t i o n s  t h a t -  
Quang Ngai would be invaded by a l a r g e  f o r c e .  But t o  g e t  
back t o  Colonel  K H I E N ' s  s i t u a t i o n ,  I t h i n k ,  a s  soon a s  w e  
had some o r d e r  r e s t o r e d  i n  t h e  province,  and as soon a s  w e  
were a b l e  t o  s t a r t  moving s u p p l i e s  back o u t  t o  t h e  d i s t r i c t s  
as w e  had o r i g i n a l l y ,  a s  soon as  we were a b l e  t o  g e t  t h e  VC 
o u t  of Nghia Hanh Dis t r ic t - -which  had a c t u a l l y  been--the 
d i s t r i c t  headqua r t e r s  had been surrounded f o r  a month 
t o  6 weeks because w e  c o u l d n ' t  g e t  them o u t  t h e r e  and they  
c o u l d n ' t  g e t  out--as soon as t h e  s e c u r i t y  s i t u a t i o n  s t a r t e d  
t o  c l e a r  up a l i t t l e  b i t ,  K H I E N  s t a r t e d  t o  g e t  back t o  h i s  
o l d  s e l f .  I t h i n k  h e  had a good a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  head on h i s  
s h o u l d e r s .  Other  t han  t h a t  one i n c i d e n t ,  I f e l t  he  was a 
p r e t t y  sou.-id c h a r ~ c t e r ;  had a cqod sense  of r ea son ing  about  
him. And 1: thi:l!c lie W A S  h o n e s t ,  whish was something t o  s ay  
f o r  him. You couidn ' k. say  khat  f o r  a l l  of  them. And by 
h o n e s t  I mesn h o n e s t  by hones t ends.  I don' t know t h a t  
he  e v e r  took any kickback,  and I d o n ' t  know t h a t  h e  was i n  
on any t a k e  anywhere, By t h e  t ime I l e f t  I thought  he  
w a s  doing a good job. I n  f a c t ,  I went back t o  s e e  him a 
couple  of t i m e s  when I was t h e r e  as  b a t t a l i o n  commander. 
A l l  t h e  i n d i c a t i o n s  I had  from t a l k i n g  t o  t h e  p r o v i n c i a l  
t e a m  people  t h a t  I knew, and f o r  t h e  progress  I saw be ing  
made i n  t h e  RD a r e a s  and pushing o u t  RD cad re  t e a m s ,  and 
t h a t  s o r t  of t h i n g ,  I thought  he  was doing a r e a l  good 
job. 

Q. Well,  w i t h  t h a t  situation t h a t  you had gone 
through w i t h  him du r ing  Te t ,  he must have developed q u i t e  
a b i t  of conf idence  i n  you. 
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Pho, p r a c t i c a l l y  none. About the  only time we saw them was 
when I would go t o  Duc Pho t o  v i s i t  my advisors  i n  t h a t  a rea .  

Q. Having given t h i s  r e p o r t ,  which you d i d  t o  Colo- 
n e l  HENDERSON, which you r e c a l l e d  as  having come through 
census gr ievance channels,  would you expect  t h a t  i n  some way 
o r  o t h e r  he would have contac ted  you to persona l ly  advise 
you as  t o  t h e  outcome of h i s  checking i n t o  t h i s  mat ter?  

A .  Not n e c e s s a r i l y ,  s i r ,  because our  c o n t a c t  wi th  
t h e  11th  Brigade, as  I s a i d ,  was very in f requen t .  There 
was c o n t a c t  a t  d i s t r i c t  i e v e l  between i n d i v i d u a l  b a t t a l i o n  
commanders when they were opera t ing  i n  t h e  d i s t r i c t .  And 
the  Duc Pho d i s t r i c t  advisors  were coordinated wi th  almost 
d a i l y ,  between "Lhe t a c t i c a l  u n i t s  ope ra t ing  i n  t h a t  a rea .  
I d i d n ' t  t h ink  anything about it when we d i d n ' t  g e t  a 
formal r e p o r t  back because it would have been out  of t h e  
ordinary i f  w e  had. 

Q. Well, it was ou t  of t h e  ord inary  t h a t  you 
repor ted  it t o  him? 

A.  Yes, s i r .  

Q o  Well, I ' m  j u s t  th ink ing  of t h e  normal course of 
events i n  human r e l a t i o n s .  I f  I ,  f o r  example, had received 
a r e p o r t  from Colonel FRANKLIN and I checked it o u t ,  I 
wouldn ' t  j u s t  up and f o r g e t  about it a t  t h i s  s t a g e  of t h e  
game. I ' d  make s u r e  one way o r  another  t h a t  I g o t  back t o  
Colonel FRANKLIN o r  whoever had given me such information 
t o  t e l l  him what the  s i t u a t i o n  was. But, I don' t f i n d  
t h a t  here .  

A .  No, s i r .  The only r e p o r t  t h a t  I r e c a l l ,  and it 
wasn ' t  a formal r e p o r t ,  a s  I i n d i c a t e d ,  was t h a t  we had 
heard from some source t h a t  t h i s  had been checked out  and 
t h e  i n c i d e n t  had been checked ou t  and t h e r e  was nothing 
t o  it. I d i d n ' t  b e l i e v e  it t o  begin  wi th .  Iguess I d i d n ' t  
put  any confidence i n  the  r e p o r t  because of the  source  and 
the  f a c t  t h a t  these  r e p o r t s  were usual ly  u n r e l i a b l e  and 
nothing b u t  VC propaganda. 

Q. Do you know whether t h i s  information t h a t  you 
had rece ived ,  i r r e s p e c t i v e  of t h e  q u a l i t y  of i t ,  was 
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r e p o r t e d  t o  I11 MAF o r  t o  MACV? 

A. I d o n ' t  know, s i r .  This would have gone through 
census g r i evance  channe ls  and i f  it went,  how f a r  it went I 
d o n ' t  know. This  w a s  complete ly  o u t  of o u r  l ine--what  hap-
pened t o  t h i s  i n f o r m a t i o n  from census gr ievance .  Unless  it 
p e r t a i n e d  t o  us s p e c i f i c a l l y ,  many t i m e s  we d i d n ' t  even g e t  
r e p o r t s .  

Q. Subsequent t o  t a k i n g  over  1/20, t h a t  you took 
o v e r  i n  July--

A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  The 4 t h  of J u l y .  

Q Y e s .  Did you h e a r  any rumblings o r  unde rcu r r en t s  
w i t h i n  t h e  b a t t a l i o n  o r  w i t h i n  C/1 /20  about  any th ing  which may 
have happened? 

A.  N o ,  s ir .  

Q - Did you h e a r  any s o r t  of s n i d e  remarks concerning 
any coun t ings ,  s a y i n g ,  "Well; how many of  t h o s e  were  women and 
c h i l d r e n ? " ,  any th ing  of  t h i s  n a t u r e ?  

A. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  it. You mean p e r t a i n i n g  t o  t h i s  
i n c i d e n t ?  

Q. No. ' W e  have had some i n d i c a t i o n s  when 'some peop le
would c i t e  some c a s u a l t y  f i g u r e s  and people  just s o r t  of 
jok ing ly  s a i d ,  "Well, how many of  t h e s e  a r e  women and . ch i ld -
r en?" ,  and s o  f o r t h .  

A. W e l l ,  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  any s n i d e  remarks coming 
from t h e  company because I w a s n ' t  t h a t  c l o s e  t o  t h e  men i n  
t h e  company. My c o n t a c t  was u s u a l l y  w i t h  t h e  company com-
mander o r  t h e  p l a t o o n  . l eade r s .  I was down f r e q u e n t l y  t o  
v i s i t  t h e  men, b u t  t hey  never  made any remarks l i k e  t h a t  t o  
m e .  But I have ques t ioned  f i g u r e s  myse l f ,  when we would 
g e t  a body count ,  and I ques t ioned  them. 

Q . y e s .  W e l l  I'm no t  t h i n k i n g  s o  much w i t h i n  t h e  
u n i t  as I a m  with--

A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  c h a r l i e  Company. 
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A. No, s ir .  This d i d n ' t  mean you s h o t  i n t o  an 

i n h a b i t e d  v i l l a g e  n e c e s s a r i l y .  Now i f  you suspec ted  o r  

i f  you r e a l l y  b e l i e v e d  t h a t  t he  v i l l a g e  was i n h a b i t e d  by 

a V i e t  Cong f o r c e ,  y e s ,  you shoo t  i n t o  it. 


Q. I n  o t h e r  words, i f  you had a s p e c i f i c  t a r g e t  t h e r e  
that you could p l a c e  your  fire on--

A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Y e s ,  s i r .  

Q* You could d i r e c t  your a r t i l l e r y  and o t h e r  f i r e -  
power on i t ?  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

, Q- Did you n o t i c e  any d i f f e r e n c e  i n  AR-VN ope ra t ions  when 
ope ra t ing  i n  t h e  GVN-controlled a r e a  a s  opposed t o  ope ra t ing  i n  
the  VC area.? 

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  Very dec idedly .  They w e r e  n o t  a s  concern-
ed w i t h  r u l e s  of engagement a s  w e  w e r e .  Sometimes I f e l t  l i k e  an 
adv i so r  and sametimes I f e l t  l i k e  a  b a t t a l i o n  commander because 
I was involved wi th  both about t h e  same t ime. When they prepared  
a f r e e - f i r e  zcne they meant a b s o l u t e l y  f r e e - f i r e ,  and they d i d n ' t  
g ive  a damn who was i n  t h e r e .  They'd shoo t  i f  they thought t h e r e  
was something t o  shoo t  a t .  A s  f a r  as they  w e r e  concerned every- 
t h i n g  i n  t h a t  a r e a  was VC, and t h e y ' d  s h o o t  a t  i t  i f  they saw 
somebody. 7: t h i n k  they w e r e  concerned with t h i s  a-rea r i g h t  i.n 
he re ,  t h i s  i s  what we c a l l  the C i t a d e l ,  and they were concerned 
with  t h e  a r e a  t h a t  r a n  o u t  t o  t h e  C i t a d e l  and then  down t o  about 
where t h i s  RD team i s  loca ted .  They w e r e  very cau t ious  about 
shoot ing  i n  h e r e ,  b u t  they were n o t  cau t ious  about shoo t ing  
i n  h e r e ,  and they could c a r e  less about t h i s  a r e a  i n  h e r e .  

(Witness i n d i c a t e s  a r e a s  n o t  f u r t h e r  i d e n t i f i e d  

f o r  t h e  record . )  


Q- When t h e  U.S. a r t i l l e r y  provided f i r e  suppor t  t o  the  
ARVN, o r  i f  they f u l f i l l e d  an ARVN r e q u e s t ,  would they check o u t  
the  t a r g e t  t o  s e e  whether o r  n o t  it was an i n h a b i t e d  v i l l a g e ?  

A. The American a r t i l l e r y ,  s i r ?  

Q. Y e s .  

A. I r e a l l y  c a n ' t  s ay .  I d o n ' t  know what procedures they  
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went through a t  t h a t  t ime .  I ' m  speaking of t h a t  t i m e  i n  
p a r t i c u l a r .  I ' m  n o t  s u r e  what procedures  t h e y  went through.  
I assume, t h a t  i f  t h e  r e q u e s t  came from t h e  Vietnamese, they  
would s h o o t  w i t h o u t  q u e s t i o n ,  because this was t h e  same t h i n g  
as going t o  t h e  Vietnamese t o  g e t  a u t h o r i t y  t o  s h o o t  i n  t h i s  
a r e a .  When I was b a t t a l i o n  commander, we g o t  r e q u e s t s  t o  s h o o t  
through Vietnamese channels  and i n  some cases  I remember--
oh,  one case  i n  Duc Pho w e  g o t  a r e q u e s t  through t h e  d i s t r i c t  
c h i e f  through,  of course ,  a d v i s o r s  t o  s h o o t ,  and i t  was i n  an 
a r e a  where I would s u s p e c t ,  b u t  w e  s h o t  because w e  knew 
t h e r e  was a c t i o n  going on i n  t h a t  a r e a .  Dis t r i c t  headqua r t e r s  
had had a probe o r  something and--but we s h o t  because it came 
from him. H e  knew where h i s  people  were and a s  f a r  as w e  w e r e  
concerned he knew what was i n  t h a t  a r ea .  This  was h i s  a r e a  t o  
beg in  w i t h ,  and i f  i t  came through him we would shoo,t. 

Q - Now, i n  t h e  hand l ing  of people  was t h e r e  any d i f -  

f e r e n c e  i n  t h e  way they  would hand le  them when they  conducted 

an o p e r a t i o n  i n  t h i s  a r e a ,  o r  d i d  they handle  t h e  people  i n  

t h e  VC-controlled a r e a s  any d i f f e r e n t l y  t han  they  handled t h e  

c i v i l i a n s  i n  t h e  GVN-controlled a r eas?  


A. Y e s ,  s i r .  They were b r u t a l  w i t h  them and they  always 
w e r e  b r u t a l  w i t h  them. I ' m  speak ing  now both  when I was t h e r e  
as a d v i s o r  and as  a b a t t a l i o n  commander. I f  it was i n  a GVN-
c o n t r o l l e d  a r e a  they  would u s u a l l y  t a k e  c a r e  of them. They ' d  
s t e a l .  t h e i r  ch ickens .  I mean t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  s o l d i e r s  would 
s t e a l  t h e i r  chickens  and s t e a l  the i r  r i c e  t o  have something 
t o  e a t .  This  w a s  g e n e r a l l y  over looked.  When w e  g o t  o u t  i n t o  
t h e  VC-controlled area they  were b r u t a l .  

, Q - What do you mean b r u t a l ?  What would they  do? 

A. W e l l ,  I c a n ' t  r e c a l l  having e v e r  s een ,  having s e e n  
them, i n d i s c r i m i n a t e l y  s h o o t  people ,  any th ing  l i k e  t h a t .  What 
I mean i s  t h a t  t hey  had no qualms about t a k i n g  e v e r y t h i n g  they  
had. They had no qualms about  b e a t i n g  them up t o  g e t  inform- 
a t i o n  o u t  of them. I f  t hey  took them o f f  t o  p o l i c e  headqua r t e r s  
o r  took them o f f  t o  one of t h e  compounds, o f  cou r se ,  w e  
never  knew r e a l l y  what happened t o  them. But a s  f a r  as they  
were concerned,  everyone i n  t h e r e  w a s  a VC. Of cou r se ,  hav ing  
worked w i t h  them f o r  a w h i l e  I can a p p r e c i a t e  t h e i r  f e e l i n g s ,  
b u t  t h e r e  was a b i g  d i f f e r e n c e  i n  t h e  way they  t r e a t e d  
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those they considered t h e i r  own i n  t h e  GVN-contolled a r e a  and 
those t h a t  were o u t s i d e  t h e  GVN-controlled a r e a ,  a b i g  d i f f e r e n c e .  

Q *  A s  t h e  s e n i o r  s e c t o r  adv i so r  d i d  you make any 
at tempt  t o  have the ARVN, R F ,  and PF commanders ab ide  by t h e  
same r u l e s  which w e  d id?  

A. Yes, s i r .  Y e s ,  s i r .  On s e v e r a l  occasions I t a l k e d  
t o  Colonel. K H I E N  about t rea tment  of p r i s o n e r s ,  and I remember 
one case i n  p a r t i c u l a r  they had captured a guy and I wanted 
him. I wanted him i n  order  t o  ques t ion  him and it appeared 
they were going t o  k i l l  h i m .  I went t o  K H I E N  personal ly  
and t o l d  him t h a t  i f  he d i d ,  t h a t  i f  I d i d n ' t  g e t  
t h a t  prisoner--and I d i d  g e t  him--that I would r e p o r t  him 
through channels t o  CORDS. I d o n ' t  know what they d i d ,  b u t  
I d i d  t a l k  t o  Colonel K H I E N  about it on s e v e r a l  occasions.  
I n  f a c t ,  I almost g o t  k i l l e d  one time over  it, i n  Tet ,  b u t  
the  s i t u a t i o n  was such t h a t  you g e t  an i n d i v i d u a l  s o l d i e r  
o u t  t h e r e  and h i s  family been k i l l e d  by the  VC. He has 
no p i t y  f o r  the  VC. But t h e r e ' s  a b i g  d i f f e r e n c e  i n  t h e  way 
they t r e a t  t h e  VC p r i soners  and t h e  way they t r e a t  those whom 
they cons ider  t o  be people f r i e n d l y  t o  them. 

Q - To your knowledge d id  they e v e r  f ace  t h e  i s s u e  t h a t  
a l l  of these  a c t s  t h a t  they were performing were c r e a t i n g  more 
VC than  it was doing t o  c o r r e c t  the  s i t u a t i o n ?  

A. I d o n ' t  ' t h ink  they r e a l l y  d i d ,  s ir .  They had a 
s p i r i t  of revenge about them, most of them. 

10: Before we g e t  on t o  these  o t h e r  p o i n t s  of - the  enemy 
s i t u a t i o n  and t h e  f r i e n d l y  s i t u a t i o n ,  do you have any q u e s t i o n s ,  
M r .  MACCRATE? 

MR MACCRATE: Colonel G U I N N ,  I ' d  l i k e  t o  go back f o r  a minute 
t o  j u s t  what i t  was t h a t  you had a t  t h e  time you went t o  s e e  
Colonel HENDERSON. Did you have a p iece  of paper? 

A. I d o n ' t  remember i f  I took t h e  r e p o r t  down o r  no t .  
I d o n ' t  t h ink  I d id .  I j u s t  passed it down t o  him verba l ly .  
I know I d i d n ' t  hand him t h e  formal r e p o r t .  I c e r t a i n l y  d i d  
not .  

Q. But you i n d i c a t e d  you regarded t h i s  of s u f f i c i e n t  
ser iousness  t h a t  you took i t  t o  Colonel HENDERSON. You g o t  a 

(GUINN) 26 APP T-24 

CONFIDENTIAL 

233  



CONFIDENTIAL 

h e l i c o p t e r  t o  make a s p e c i a l  t r i p  t o  r e p o r t  t h i s  t o  him? 
And you i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  you had some r e c o l l e c t i o n  of 
what t h i s  r e p o r t  looked l i k e .  I t  was a poor t r a n s l a t i o n  among 
o t h e r  th ings?  

A. Right ,  sir.  

Q - Now, one of t h e  th ings  t h a t  we a r e  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  a t  
t h i s  time is  l o c a t i n g  such t h i n g s .  So what I ' m  very i n t e r e s t e d  
i n  i s  i f  you d i d  take  t h a t  r e p o r t  phys ica l ly  t o  Colonel 
HENDERSON, o r  d i d  you l eave  it i n  your headquar ters ,  and i f  
you l e f t  it i n  your headquarters  where would it be loca ted?  

A .  I t  would n o t  be loca ted  anywhere, s i r ,  because we 
were not  a--we were an advisory detachment. We had no admin-
i s t r a t i v e  personnel .  We had no way of f i l i n g  such th ings  and 
making it a mat ter  of record ,  permanent record.  The only 
p lace  I know you'd f i n d  such a r e p o r t  would be i n  t h e  census 
gr ievance headquar ters ,  i f  you could f i n d  it t h e r e .  I d o n ' t  
know how w e l l  they kep t  t h e i r  records o r  how f a r  back they 
go* 

Q - But what was passed t o  you was j u s t  a copy of 
something t h a t  was i n  t h e  census gr ievance headquarters?  

A .  Yes, s i r .  I was t o l d  t h a t  t h a t ' s  where it came 
from-- a handwri t ten copy by t h e  t r a n s  l a t o r .  

Q Did i t  bea r  any resemblance t o  the  document you were 
shown today, t h i s  s t a t ement  t h a t  was da ted  1 4  A p r i l  1968.? 

A. S i r ,  i t ' s  hard  t o  compare them because the  a r e a  i s  
t h e  same, t h e  d a t e  is  somewhere nea r  t h e  same, b u t  the t r ans -
l a t i o n  I had d o e s n ' t  a l l e g e  t h i s .  The t r a n s l a t i o n  I had a l l eged  
t h a t  the  American troops--and as  I s a i d  I th ink  t h e  number was 
1,200, it escapes me now, b u t  it was over 1,000--had k i l l e d  these  
i n d i v i d u a l s  by a i r  and bombing--by a i r  s t r i k e s  and bombing. 

Q- Now, when you went t o  Colonel HENDERSON and t o l d  him 
t h i s ,  what was h i s  r e a c t i o n  t h a t  you r e c a l l ?  

A. Well, as  I i n d i c a t e d  t o  you, I t o l d  Colonel HENDERSON 
I d i d n ' t  p u t  any s tock  i n t o  it. I d i d n ' t  b e l i e v e  it. 
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remember t a l k i n g  t o  h . i m  about. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  d i scuss ing  any 
of t h e  d e t a i l s  of t h e  i n c i d e n t .  with any of t h e s e  p r i n c i p a l s .  

Q - id you a t t e n d  a meeting of t h e  b a t t a l i o n  commanders 
from t h e  11th Brigade, h e r e  i n  Washington, sometime ,around t h e  
f i r s t , o f  December? 

A. No, s i r .  I d i d  n o t  a t t e n d  t h a t  meeting. Do you 
mean t h a t  s o c i a l  func t ion  they had? 

Q - ' Yes.. 

A. No, s i r ,  I was n o t  t h e r e .  

Q Let  m e  read  something t o  you from Colonel HENDERSON. 

A. Yes, s i r .  

0- This i s  s t i l l  i n  unedi ted form. 

A .  A l l  r i g h t ,  sir.  

Q (Reading) "I would l i k e  t o  add one i tem i f  I may t o  
t h i s  p o i n t  here:  I read  i n  t h e  newspaper -- I was c a l l e d  by a 
newspaper, I do n o t  r e c a l l  h i s  name, b u t  he was from t h e  
Washington Pos t ,  P e t e r  something--" 

A. ( In te rpos ing)  BRAESTRUP probably. 

Q- (Reading) "And he informed m e  t h a t  he had 
been informed i n  t u r n  by Colonel G U I N N ,  
Colonel G U I N N  was t h e  f i r s t  one t o  a l e r t  me t h a t  something had 
happened a t  Quang Ngai -Province. " He f u r t h e r  s t a t e d  , 
"Colonel G U I N N  de l ive red  t o  me t h a t  day a f t e r  t h e  opera t ion  a 
handwri t ten memorandum - o r  a handwri t ten p iece  of paper ,  a l l e -
gedly coming ou t  of the  Grievance Committee's r e p o r t  i n  Quang 
Ngai C i ty ,  t h a t  U . S .  f o r c e s  had k i l l e d  c i v i l i a n s  i n  t h e  My Lai 
( 4 )  opera t ion .  H e  asked, t h i s  e d i t o r  asked me--this newspaper 
r e p o r t e r ,  t o  v e r i f y  t h a t  th ing .  I t o l d  him t h a t  I d i d n ' t  know 
what he was t a l k i n g  about.  I consequently c a l l e d  Colonel G U I N N ,  
o r  g o t  him t o  c a l l  me." He went on t o  say ,  "Lieutenant  Colonel 
G U I N N  was the  deputy a t  Quang Ngai Ci ty .  Colonel G U I N N  t a l k e d  
t o  me i n  Norfolk and I t o l d  him I d o n ' t  remember t h i s  p iece  of 
paper t h a t  he r epor ted ly  o r  a l l e g e d l y  gave t o  me. He s a i d ,  ' O h ,  
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y e s ,  s i r ,  t h e  day a f t e r  t h e  o p e r a t i o n . '  I s a i d ,  ' A r e  you s u r e  
such a Grievance Committee would meet t h e  day a f t e r  t h e  oper-
a t i o n  and in fo rma t ion  would be brought  t o  t h e  d i s t r i c t  c h i e f ,  
because t h e  d i s t r i c t  c h i e f  o r  t h e  prov ince  ch i e f  imp l i ed  t o  m e  
t h a t  t h e  f i r s t  word t h a t  he had on it was t h i s  l e t t e r  t h a t  had 
come down from General  LAM through t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  means.' G U I N N  
s a i d ,  'Well ,  it w a s  a couple  of  days a f t e r  t h i s ,  and t h e  
day a f t e r  I had g o t t e n  t h e  r e p o r t .  I t  was on a handwr i t t en  
p i e c e  of pape r  and I d o n ' t  know where I g o t  i t ,  b u t  it 
r e p o r t e d  t h a t  ove r  a thousand c i v i l i a n s  had been k i l l e d  
i n  t h e  My Lai  a r e a ,  and I c a r r i e d  t h a t  down t o  Duc Pho 
and handed it t o  you. '  I asked Colonel  GUINN something 
e l s e  about  it and he i n d i c a t e d  - tha t  I had walked o u t  t o  
h i s  chopper w i t h  him o r  something l i k e  t h a t  and I asked 
him i f  I was i n  a c a s t  and he s a i d ,  'No. ' That  d i d n ' t  
j i b e  w i th  m e  because a t  t h a t  t i m e  my l e g  was i n  a c a s t ,  
and I w a s n ' t  doing more walking than  I had t o  do. I do 
remember hav ing  met Colonel  G U I N N  p r i o r  t o  t h e  t ime I went 
t o  Quang Ngai Province  t o  t a l k  t o  L i e u t e n a n t  Colone l  KHIEN.  I 
asked him i f  he  was c e r t a i n  i f  he  had given it t o  me, o r  one o f  
my s t a f f ,  and h e ' s  p o s i t i v e  t h a t  he gave it t o  me. I swear under 
o a t h  t h a t  I never  s a w  such a r e p o r t .  I don' t know whether  it 
is  the t ime t h a t  has  gone by ,  I don' t knaw. " 

A.  W e l l ,  I never  handed him a r e p o r t ,  s ir .  And a s  I s a i d ,  
t h e r e  was no -- I clidn' t hand hirn anything as  I r e c a l l .  I d i d n ' t  
even hand him a piece of  paper .  I d i d n ' t  t e l l  BRAESTRUP t h i s .  
This  is no t  what I s a i d  t o  him. I ' d  have t o  r e a d  it aga in ,  s i r ,  
t o  g e t  t h e  d e t a i l s  on it, b u t  I d i d n ' t  make any s t a t e m e n t s  l i k e  
t h a t  t o  BRAESTRUP. For  example, t he  day o r  two a f t e r  t h e  i n c i -
d e n t ,  I went down a day o r  two a f t e r  I r ece ived  t h e  r e p o r t ,  and 

. when t h e  r e p o r t  came i n  i n  r e l a t i o n  t o  t h e  i n c i d e n t  I d o n ' t  
remember, because I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  t h e  d a t e s .  

Q W e l l ,  I t h i n k  what w e  a r e  going t o  do,  w e  ' re going  
t o  r e c e s s  a t  t h i s  t i m e  and . w e ' l l  r e c a l l  you. 

A.  A l l  r i g h t ,  sir.  

Q- W e  a r e  going t o  r e c e s s  t o  g i v e  you t i m e  t o  t h i n k  
ove r  t h e s e  even t s  and see i f  you c a n ' t  f i x  them a l i t t l e  
more f i rmly  i n  your  mind. 
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Q Read those  two pages and p a r t i c u l a r l y  t h e  t o p
of page 538 and t h e  bottom of  page 537.  

A. The s ta tement  I made a t  t h e  t o p  of page 538. The 
only way I can exp la in  this i s  t h a t  a f t e r  having passed t h i s  
on t o  Colonel HENDERSON, I could only assume he conducted an 
i n v e s t i g a t i o n  because he t o l d  me t h a t  he would. I d o n ' t  
remember, s i r ,  whether he s a i d  he would look i n t o  i t  o r  
whether he would conduct an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  o r  e x a c t l y  how 
he would do it, bu t  he s a i d  he would check it ou t .  

Q Then you go on t o  s t a t e  t h a t  Colonel KEIEN 
attempted t o  g e t  more information.  On t h e  previous page you 
ind ica ted  t h a t  t h e  province ch ie f  rece ived  i t ,  " I ' m  n o t  s u r e  
how he go t  i t . "  

A. W e l l ,  i f  it came through census gr ievance  channels,  
i t  would d e f i n i t e l y  go through Colqnel K H I E N .  This  was one 
of h i s  sources .  Again, I can only assume t h a t  I made t h i s  
s ta tement  based on t h e  f a c t  I thought t h e  information came 
t o  m e  through census gr ievance channels ,  and I s t i l l  th ink  
so .  It would go t o  him a l s o ,  b u t  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  ever  having 
discussed it wi th  Colonel K H I E N .  It could have been, 
bu t  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  it. 

Q Are you saying  t h a t  when you say  " I  know, " t h a t  
you r e a l l y  mean t h a t  t h i s  p i ece  o r  b i t  of informat ion  came 
i n ?  You th ink  t h a t ?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  I '  11 have t o  s a y  I t h i n k  t h a t  because 
having made this s t a t ement ,  t h e  only way I could j u s t i f y  hav-
ing  made t h e  s ta tement  a t  t h a t  t ime i s  having passed this 
information o n  t o  Colonel HENDERSON, and he s a i d  he  would 
look i n t o  i t .  I assumed t h a t  i t  had been checked out .  Again, 
I want t o  say  t h a t  when I passed t h i s  informat ion  over t o  
Colonel HENDERSON, a t  t h e  same time I t o l d  him, this may 
be i n  defense o r  whatever you want t o  c a l l  i t ,  I t o l d  him 
where t h e  information had come from and t h e  r e l i a b i l i t y  t h a t  
I placed on i t ,  and t h a t  t h i s  source  was h igh ly  u n r e l i a b l e ,  
and t h e  message i t s e l f  had d i sc repanc ies  i n  i t ,  and t h a t  
I d i d n ' t  p u t  any confidence i n  i t ,  b u t  I was j u s t  pass ing  
it on t o  him f o r  h i s  own information.  I f  it was t h i s  
message r i g h t  h e r e ,  i f  it came through t h a t  channel ,  I 
c a n ' t  t i e  the message t h a t  I remember with t h i s  l e t t e r  h e r e  
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Q. What do you base t h a t  r e c o l l e c t i o n  of  
"discrepancies"  on? 

A. Well, I remember t h i s  message, sir.  I xemember i t  
because,  I th ink  I i n d i c a t e d  yes te rday ,  of t h e  t r a n s l a t i o n  
where I had gave t h e  l o c a t i o n  of t h e  i n c i d e n t  as be ing  i n  
t h e  genera l  a rea  of what we commonly c a l l  P i n k v i l l e .  
But t h e  coordina tes  were down t h e r e  a t  t h e  mouth of t h e  Tra 
Khuc River,  south of Co Lay (3) and C o  Lay ( 2 ) ,  t h a t  a rea .  

Q I s n ' t  it somewhat unusual t o  have coordina tes  
mentioned i n  a message of t h i s  c h a r a c t e r ?  

A. No, I wouldn't  say  s o ,  s i r ,  because u s u a l l y  mes-
sages-- i t  didn ' t make any sense ,  I g r a n t  you, b u t  messages . 
t h a t  came i n  through t h e s e  i n t e l l i g e n c e  sources d i d  have, 
usua l ly ,  coordina tes  mentioned. 

Q But I understood t h i s  was a message t h a t  had 
o r i g i n a t e d  not  with m i l i t a r y  f o r c e s ,  b u t  it o r i g i n a t e d  
wi th  l o c a l  sources? 

A. Well, they had maps. They had t o  because it 
was an i n t e l l i g e n c e  ga ther ing  source ,  and I would say t h e  
ma jo r i ty  of the  r e p o r t s  t h a t  'we g o t  through t h e s e ,  no t  
only census gr ievance ,  some of t h e  o t h e r  agencies s i m i l a r  
t o  t h i s ,  had coordina tes  i n  t h e  messages. 

Q Does t h i s  sugges t  t o  you t h e  c h a r a c t e r  of t h e  
message t h a t  you rece ived?  Does it make it any c l e a r e r  
i n  your r e c o l l e c t i o n  a s  t o  how it was put  together?  The 
f a c t  of the  use of t h e  coordina tes ;  was it i n  two sec-
t i o n s ?  Was it a r e p o r t  of some l o c a l  i n d i v i d u a l  

. followed by an indorsement o r  explanat ion?  

A.  No, sir. This i;s t h e  reason I looked a t  t h i s  
t o  s e e  i f  I could recognize t h i s  o r  if i t  c a l l e d  anything 
t o  mind, but  it d o e s n ' t ,  and chances a r e  I d i d n ' t  even 
look a t  t h e  Vietnamese message because I d o n ' t  read  it. 
But t h e  t r a n s l a t i o n  i s  t h e  only t h i n g  I can r e f e r  t o ,  
and it was a very poor t r a n s l a t i o n .  To g e t  back t o  your 
o t h e r  ques t ion ,  no, I would say t h a t  t h e  ma jo r i ty  of  t h e  
messages thak  we rece ived ,  and I didn It s e e  a l l  o f  them 
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c e r t a i n l y ,  b u t  they d id  have coordina tes  i n  conjunct ion  wi th  
the  a r e a  t h a t  they were r e f e r r i n g  t o .  They were u n r e l i a b l e  
because on many occasions w e  found t h a t  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  who 
was g i v i n g  t h e  information c o u l d n ' t  read  a map. The i n t e r -
roga to r  would t a k e  t h e  information and he would p o i n t  t o  a 
s p o t  on t h e  map and he d i d n ' t  even know what a map looked 
l i k e .  

Q* I s n ' t  t h e  coordina te  g iven  he re  a s  p r e c i s e l y  t h e  
mistaken coordina te  t h a t  you r e f e r  t o ?  

A .  I d o n ' t  know, -sir, I haven ' t  checked it out .  

I 0  : 737800? 

A .  737800. 

(10, MR MACCRATE, and LTC G U I N N  s tudy Exh ib i t  
MAP-4. ) 

Q T h a t ' s  t h e  v i l l a g e  of My Lai .  

A. -Yes,  sir.  

Q You w i  11 r e c a l l ,  however., another  conso l ida t  ion  
more o r  l e s s  of information t h a t  I read  t o  you t h e  o t h e r  
day, which i n d i c a t e d  t h e  v i l l a g e  of Tu Cung , and Co Lay, and 
Co Luy. 

A .. This message s i r ?  

Q. No. L e t  me have R-1. Do you r e c a l l  I had shown 
you t h i s  s ta tement  and asked you t o  p a r t i c u l a r l y  pay 
a t t e n t i o n  t o  t h a t  paragraph? 

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q Well, you s e e  t h e  two a r e a s  they  a r e  t a l k i n g  about 
i n  t h e  message a r e  My L a i  and one of t h e s e  v i l l a g e s .  I ' m  
not  s u r e  which i t  i s ,  e i t h e r  that .  o r  Co Lay, i n  t h i s  v i c i n i t y .  

A. They had never opera ted  i n  t h i s  a r e a  t o  my 
knowledge, sir.  This i s  one reason I d i d n ' t  put  too  much 
confidence on t h e  message because I knew t h a t  Task Force 
Barker had never opera ted  t h a t  f a r  t o  t h e  south .  
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Q. W11,  your s ta tements  Colonel G U I N N  , you don ' %  
want t o  be s o  a f f i r m a t i v e  i n  your s ta tements  because you a r e  
e n t i r e l y  wrong. You s a y ,  "I knew they had no t  operated down 
t h e r e , "  and they  were t h e r e  on t h e . 1 7 t h .  

A. I n  t h a t  same--

Q • ( In te rpos ing)  I n  t h e  same operati-on. You see 
what happened is--

A. ( In te rpos ing)  I don1t r e c a l l  them being t h e r e .  

Q. Well, t h i s  i s  where you a r e  confounding y o u r s e l f ,  
by making p o s i t i v e  s ta tements  t h a t  you have no b a s i s  of 
f a c t  about. 

A. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  t h a t  those  companies were e v e r  
t h e r e .  

& Well, I know you d o n ' t ,  b u t  you say that they  had 
never operated t h e r e ,  and t h i s  is t h e  s o r t  of thing t h a t ' s  
appearing i n  your testimony: t h a t  you know t h i n g s  and you, 
i n  f a c t ,  d o n ' t  know them.. Are  you s u r e  t h e  informat ion  
you received came through a census gr ievance  team? 

A. S i r ,  t o  -LLhe best of my memory it came through . 

census gr ievance.  

Q Had you heard anything coming from t h e  v i l l a g e  
chief  o r  the hamlet ch ie f  i n  t h e  d i s t r i c t ?  

A. No, sir,  I . d o n ' t  r e c a l l  it. This i s  t h e  reason 
I wanted t o  see t h i s  t o  s e e  i f  I could r e f r e s h  m y  memory, 
and I don ' t remember it . 
10: Do you have any ques t ions  Colonel WILSON? 

COL WILSON: Negative, sir. 

10: We are going t o  r e l e a s e  you a t  t h i s  t i m e ,  Colonel 
GUINN. 

A. A l l  r i g h t ,  s ir .  
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t h i s  i n q u i r y ,  you r e f e r r e d  t o  a r e p o r t  obtained from Census 
Grievance. W e  have been i n t o  Vietnam, w e  have been i n  touch 
with the  var ious  channels through which such m a t e r i a l s  a r e  
obtained.  We have obtained a copy of a r e p o r t  from Census 
Grievance from t h i s  per iod  t h a t  f i t s  t h e  d e s c r i p t i o n  t h a t  
you gave i n  many respec t s .  We would l i k e  t h e  opportuni ty 
t o  show you t h a t  document and t o  i n q u i r e  i f  t h a t  i s  t h e  
document and what you can r e c a l l  w i th  your r e c o l l e c t i o n  now 
ref reshed by examining such a document. 

We then  would l i k e  t o  ask you about a r e p o r t  

t h a t  we have obtained from the--a r e p o r t  made by t h e  v i l l a g e  
 a 

ch ief  of Son My Vi l l age  i n  March 1 9 6 8  about which you in -  
d i c a t e d  t h a t  you had some knowledge. But without  an oppor- 
t u n i t y  t o  r e f r e s h  your r e c o l l e c t i o n ,  you t o l d  us  you could 
not  g ive  us any more information a t  t h a t  t i m e .  W e  b e l i e v e  
t h i s  will--would again r e f r e s h  your r e c o l l e c t i o n .  I n  addi- 
t i o n ,  we have a r e p o r t  from t h e  d i s t r i c t  ch ie f  t o  t h e  pro- 
vince chief  which i n d i c a t e d  on i t s  f a c e  t h a t  a copy went 
t o  you. Again, i t  i s  something t h a t  you d i d  n o t  have which 
you i n d i c a t e d  t o  us i n  your testimony t h a t  i f  you had such 
i t  would r e f r e s h  your s e c o l l e c t i o n ,  and w e  b e l i e v e  t h i s  would 
indeed. I n  a d d i t i o n ,  w e  understand t h a t  you were aware of  and 
communicated with t h e  o f f i c i a l s  of t h e  2d ARVN Divis ion .  
While we were i n  Vietnam, w e  t a l k e d  wi th  them and we know 
what opportuni ty was provided a t  t h a t  time f o r  you t o  
comrc,unicate with them and they wi th  you, and I th ink  again ,  w e  
can r e f r e s h  your r e c o l l e c t i o n  and g e t  from you f u r t h e r  
information as t o  how t h i s  m a t t e r  was c a r r i e d  forward a t  
t h a t  tirne. We would l i k e  t o  i n q u i r e  a s  t o  your conversat ion 
wi th  members of t h e  advisory teams both of t h e  2d ARVN D i -
v i s i o n ,  of the  province,  and of Son Tinh D i s t r i c t .  We would 
then  l i k e  t o  i n q u i r e  regarding  your meeting o r  meetings 
wi th  General  KOSTER and wi th  Colonel TOAN, and w e  'd l i k e  
t o  i n q u i r e  regarding t h e  p repara t ion  of a r e p o r t  f o r  
Colonel HENDERSON and your meetings a t  d i v i s i o n  and conver-
s a t i o n s  with personnel  of t h e  America1 Divis ion.  We a l s o  
would l i k e  t o  i n q u i r e  a s  t o  your conversat ions w i t h  Colonel 
HENDERSON and members of t h e  2 1 t h  Brigade. 

These a r e  t h e  a reas  t h a t  we would l i k e  t o  cover 
together  wi th  t h e  p repara t ion  of monthly r e p o r t s  by t h e  
province s e n i o r  adv i so r  of Quang Ngai Province.  We have 
n o t  only  spoken wi th  many personnel  of t h e  advisory teams 
but we have v i s i t e d  each of  t h e  headquar ters  and examined 
the var ious  documents and r e p o r t s  t h a t  a r e  t h e r e .  You w e r e  
i n  a unique p o s i t i o n  t o  provide information and w e  now a r e  i n. 
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a p o s i t i o n  i n  s o  many ways t o  r e f r e s h  your r e c o l l e c t i o n  a s  t o  
t h o s e  m a t t e r s  which i n  December you i n d i c a t e d  you could  n o t  
r e c a l l  w i thou t  hav ing  something t o  r e f r e s h  your  r e c o l l e c t i o n .  
That  w i l l  g i v e  you t h e  g e n e r a l  dimensions of  what it i s ' w e  
would l i k e  t o  i n q u i r e  about .  A s  t o  some s p e c i f i c  q u e s t i o n s ,  
w e  have marked a s  E x h i b i t  M-31 a copy of  a r e p o r t  of  cadre-
men; da t ed  18 March 1968, and i f  you a r e  p repared  t o  answer 
t h e  q u e s t i o n ,  I w i l l  show you t h e  document and ask you i f  
it r e f r e s h e s  your  r e c o l l e c t i o n  as t o  t h e  r e p o r t  t h a t  you 
s t a t e  you gave t o  Colonel  HENDERSON wi th  r e s p e c t  t o  
i n fo rma t ion  o b t a i n e d  through Census Grievance channe ls .  

A.  No, sir. 

Q .  I unders tand ' t h a t  you a r e  d e c l i n i n g  t o  answer? 

A..  Yes, s ir .  

10: You a r e  d e c l i n i n g  t o  answer any of  t h e s e  a r e a s  o r  
any s p e c i f i c  q u e s t i o n s  o r  t o  review any of t h e  documents? 

A. Yes, sir. 

I C :  Would you n o t e  a con t inu ing  o b j e c t i o n  t o  any 
q u e s t i o n s  . 
MR WEST: Y e s ,  i ndeed .  

MR MACCRATE: You i n d i c a t e d  i n  your p r i o r  t es t imony t h a t  t h e r e  
was c e r t a i n  confus ion  as t o  the i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  of hamle ts  and 
subhamlets and t h e i r  r e l a t i o n  t o  t h e  v i l l a g e  of  Son My. I . 

would show you a map of  t h a t  a r e a  and ask you i f  t h i s  map, 
showing Son My V i l l a g e  and i t s  c o n s t i t u e n t  hamle ts  and sub- -
hamle t s ,  d i d  n o t  r e f r e s h  your r e c o l l e c t i o n  as t o  t h e  i d e n t i -

. f i c a t i o n  t h e r e  of  t h e  comrr.unitie-s w i t h i n  t h e  p rov ince  where 
you a c t e d  as  deputy prov ince  adv i so r .  I assume i f  I were t o  
show you t h a t  map and ask you t h o s e  q u e s t i o n s  t h a t  you would 
a g a i n  d e c l i n e  t o  answer? 

A.  Yes, s i r .  

Q I would show you t h e  r e p o r t  o f  t h e  v i l l a g e  c h i e f  
o f  Son My V i l l a g e  of 22  March 1 9 6 8  and ask you i f  t h a t  d i d  
n o t  r e f r e s h  your r e c o l l e c t i o n .  I f  I were t o  show you t h a t ,  
would you be prepa'red t o  answer t h a t ?  

A.  NO,  s i r .  
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Q. I have he re  another  r e p o r t  from t h e  d i s t r i c t  ch ief  
t o  t h e  province c h i e f ,  da ted  11 Apr i l .  You w i l l  n o t i c e  on 
t h e  .Vietnamese copy and English t r a n s l a t i o n  t h a t  a copy of 
t h i s  was provided t o  t h e  2d ARVN Divis ion headquar ters  and 
a copy of it a l s o  went t o  MACV Quang Ngai Sec tor .  This has  
been en te red  i n t o  t h e  record  as  Exh ib i t  M-34. 

A. I never  saw t h i s  one, s i r .  

Q - Was i t  ever  d iscussed  i n  your s t a f f  met t ings  o r  
anything of t h i s  na tu re?  

A .  N O ,  s i r .  

Q - Why do you suppose t h a t  i s  s i n c e  it  i s  i n d i c a t e d  
t h a t  a copy of t h i s  went t o  MACV Quang Ngai Sec to r?  

A.  I t h i n k  f o r  a v a r i e t y  reasons ,  s i r .  A t  t h a t  par-
t i c u l a r  time the  S 3  opera t ions  o f f i c e r  was a F i r s t  Lieuten-
a n t  TAN. He was i n  d i sg race  a t  t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  t ime.  I 
t h i n k  he was i n  t h e  process  of being removed. My r e l a t i o n -
s h i p  wi th  t h e  RF/PF commander, Major HOA, was n o t  good. And 
I b e l i e v e  an i tem such as  t h i s  would be handled d i r e c t l y  be-
tween Colonel K H I E N  and M r .  MAY. Many times th ings  were dis: 
cussed a t  t h e i r  l e v e l ,  and a c t i o n  was subsequently taken which 
I knew nothing about. 

Q I n  MACV Quang Ngai Sec to r  I assume t h a t  t h i s  copy
would have been de l ive red  d i r e c t l y  t o  e i t h e r  Colonel G U I N N  
o r  M r .  MAY. 

A .' Yes, s i r .  I ' m  reasonably s u r e  t h a t  it was. It 
was probably t r a n s l a t e d  i n  Colonel K H I E N ' s  o f f i c e  and pro-
vided d i r e c t l y  t o  M r .  MAY. 

Q- M r .  MAY, of course ,  was t h e  province s e n i o r  adv i so r ,  
wasnt t he? 

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  

Q- Colonel G U I N N  was looked upon more as  t h e  s e c t o r  
adv i so r ,  wasn 't he?  

Y e s ,  s ir .  
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w i t h  a l l  of  t h o s e  i n d i v i d u a l s  t h e r e ,  sir.  The on ly  r e c o l l e c -
t i o n  I have of  any l a r g e  numbers of women and c h i l d r e n  be ing  
k i l l e d  were b a s i c a l l y - - I  ' m  n o t  s u r e  where t h e  i n fo rma t ion  
came from, whether  I was made aware of  it through t h e  pro-
v i n c i a l  channels  through t h e  Phuong Hoang o r g a n i z a t i o n - - t h a t  
t h e  VC were a l l e g i n g  t h a t  we had k i l l e d  a l a r g e  number of 
people  conduct ing an o p e r a t i o n .  But I d o n ' t  recall  e v e r  dis-
cuss ing  it a t  any g r e a t  l e n g t h  wi th  anyone. 

Q Did you g e t  an i d e a  of the o r d e r  o f  magnitude? 

A .  No, sir. 

Q Do you remember some d i s c u s s i o n s  a long  about  t h i s  
t ime ,  a long  about  f i r s t  p a r t  of  A p r i l ,  down i n  your  own o f f i c e  
a r e a  between Colonel  G U I N N ,  p o s s i b l y  M r .  MAY , Major GAVIN, . 
Capta in  RODRIGUEZ? 

A. Major GAVIN and Capta in  RODRIGUEZ were f r e q u e n t l y  
p r e s e n t  a t  t h e  p r o v i n c i a l  h e a d q u a r t e r s ,  b u t  a s  t o  what t h e  
r ea son  w a s  I w a s  n o t  made aware o f  it. 

Q - D o  you t h i n k  you were k e p t  f u l l y  informed of what 
w a s  going on? 

A. No, sir. 

Q- Was t h e r e  any r ea son  f o r  t h a t ?  

A. W e l l ,  s i r ,  t h e  manner i n  which w e  o p e r a t e d  i n  Quang 
Ngai Province a t  t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  t ime was such t h a t  I concern-
e d  myself w i t h  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  a s p e c t s  of t h e  RF/PF. We were 
extremely involved  i n  moving, regrouping ,  and forming t h e s e  
new o r g a n i z a t i o n s .  I c o n s i d e r  myself a s  running t h e  TOC. A s  . 
f a r  as ma in t a in ing  communications and p rov id ing  means of  con-
t r o l  of  t h e  d i s t r i c t  adv i so ry  teams, t h e  a s p e c t s  o f  r e l i e f  
f o r  r e fugees ,  c i v i l i a n  compla in t s ,  compensation, t h i n g s  o f  
t h i s  n a t u r e ,  I was aware of them a s  a m a t t e r  o f  g e n e r a l  i n -
format ion.  Normally I d id  n o t  become involved  i n  t h e  spec i -
f i c s  u n l e s s  t h e r e  w a s  some a s p e c t s  of it t h a t  i nvo lved  t h e  
u s e  of  Regional  Forces  and Popular  Forces .  

Q. I n  your  c a p a c i t y  as the o p e r a t i o n s  o f f i c e r ,  yo'u
d i d n ' t  r e a l l y  g e t  i n t o  t h a t  then?  
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A. H e  d i d  make v i s i t s  o u t  t o  the  c i t a d e l ,  and i n  con-
junct ion w i t h  t he  RD e f f o r t ,  he d i d  move down and v i s i t  RD 
teams, RF and PF u n i t s  loca ted  i n  those areas .  When Colonel 
KHIEN v i s i t e d  wi th in  the  province,  s i r ,  wherever p o s s i b l e  
e i t h e r  M r .  BURKE o r  Colonel SWEARENGEN would accompany him 
a f t e r  t h e  June period.  P r i o r  t o  t h a t  Colonel GTIINN would ac-
company Colonel KHIEN wherever he went, and I would accompany 
Major HOA unless  d i r e c t e d  t o  do otherwise.  

Q Did t h e  change of province s e n i o r  adv i so r  a t  the  
end of May 1968 mark some reorgan iza t ion  of the  province 
advisory team? 

' A. When M r .  BURKE came, we had a change over  of per-
sonnel,  and we d i d  reorganize t h e  admin i s t r a t ive  por t ion  of 
the  p r o v i n c i a l  headquar ters ,  which Colonel GREEN had been wor-
king on p r i o r  t o  t h a t .  But I t h i n k  the  b igges t  r eo rgan iza t ion  
t h a t  took p lace  was--this again i s  purely personal  opinion--
t h e  degree of c o n t a c t  and cooperat ion t h a t  developed almost 
immediately between the  p rov inc ia l  headquarters  and t h e  ad-
v i so ry  team a t  t h e  s e n i o r  l e v e l .  

Q. . With M r .  MAY and Colonel G U I N N  t h e r e ,  had t h e r e  . 
been some l ack  of r appor t  with t h e i r  counterpar t  a t  t h e  pro-
vince l e v e l ?  

A. There had been f r i c t i o n ,  sir.  I b e l i e v e  as  a  re-
sult of +&e f r i c t i o r ,  there w a s  l e s s  ccoperat ion wi th  Lle ad-
v i s o r s  a l l  t h e  way up and down the  l i n e .  Colonel K H I E N  had 
a r r i v e d  i n  Quang Ngai j u s t  p r i o r  t o  t h e  Tet Offensive break-
ing  o u t ,  and I be l i eve  t h a t  he r e a l l y  wasn ' t  q u i t e  su re  of 
himself when the  o f fens ive  d i d  break out .  - Some of h i s  ac t ions  
during t h e  a c t u a l  enemy a c t i v i t y  i n  Quang Ngai were not  i n  
keeping with what M r .  MAY o r  the  advisory e f f o r t  thought was 
the  b e s t  course of ac t ion .  He appeared t o  v a c i l l a t e  q u i t e  a 
l o t .  However, I cons ider  Colonel K H I E N  t o  be an e x c e l l e n t  
province chief  beginning immediately a f t e r  the  Tet Offensive.  
He had what I considered some very second-str ing subordinates  
which he had t o  compensate f o r  and d i d  q u i t e  we l l .  

10: For t h e  record d i d  you ever  hear  of any kind of an 
, - i n v e s t i g a t i o n  be ing  conducted, ARVN, o r  U . S . ?  

A .  NO, sir. , . 
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." Q. Do you remember where and t h e  .c i rcumstances  when 
' he w a s  k i l l e d ?  The reason  I ' m  b r i n g i n g  t h i s  up, t h i s  i s  t h e  

o p e r a t i o n  w e  a r e  t a l k i n g  about .  I ' m  t r y i n g  t o  f i x  your th ink-
i n g  i n t o  t h i s  t ime frame. Po you remember t h a t  o p e r a t i o n  
t h a t  L ieu t enan t  COCHRAN w a s  k i l l e d  on? 

A. Y e s ,  I do. 

Q J u s t  p r i o r  t o  t h a t  o p e r a t i o n  t h e r e  was a b r i e f -
i n g  given o r  should have been a b r i e f i n g  given.  Somebody 
had t o  t e l l  you what you were going t o  do. This nex t  s e r i e s  
of q u e s t i o n s  w i l l  be concerned wi th  t h a t  b r i e f i n g  p r i o r  t o  
t h e  combat a s s a u l t .  W i l l  you t h i n k  back and t e l l  us anyth ing  
t h a t  you can r e c a l l  which took p l a c e  r ega rd ing  i n s t r u c t i o n s ,  
where t h e  b r i e f i n g  was g iven ,  who gave i t ,  .and so f o r t h ,  on 
t h a t  o p e r a t i o n ?  

A. W e l l ,  I ' l l  do my b e s t  and t r y  t o  be a c c u r a t e .  W e  
were on LZ Up t igh t  and t h a t ,  of c o u r s e ,  was from the--from 

. Upt igh t  you could over look and s e e  some p o r t i o n s  of  t h e  
P i n k v i l l e  a r e a .  We never  d i d  l i k e  t h a t  p l a c e .  There was 
j u s t  t o o  many booby t r a p s  o u t  i n  t h e r e .  W e  had a r t i l l e r y  
going i n  p r i o r  b e f o r e  w e  boarded on t h e  choppers ,  and w e  

. were down a t  t h e  LZ.  I t h i n k  it was a Capta in  MICHLES t h a t  
. had b r i e f e d  us t h a t  t h i s  w a s  a VC suspec t ed  v i l l a g e ,  and we  

were going i n  t h e r e .  I b e l i e v e  I do remember it was a type  
of s e a r c h  and d e s t r o y  miss ion .  I b e l i e v e  t h a t  was t h e  i n -
s t r u c t i o n s  given us .  Of cou r se ,  we t r i e d  t o  l e t  ou r  coo l  
remain a t  a l l  t i m e s ,  and he was, Captain  MICHLES was, a very  
c o n s i d e r a t e  man l i k e  t h a t .  He d i d n ' t  l i k e  t o  see even t h e  
Vietnamese s u s p e c t s  m i s t r e a t e d ,  and he r e a l l y  imposed t h i s  
upon us. I have seen  some k icked  around o r  something l i k e  
t h a t ,  e s p e c i a l l y  when they would b r i n g  i n  t h e  Vietnamese t r o o p s .  
They l e t  them i n t e r r o g a t e  them, and they would g e t  a l i t t l e  
nas ty  a t  t imes .  But b e f o r e  w e  d i d  board t h e  choppers ,  t h a t  
is a l l  t h a t  w a s  g iven  us. This would be t h e  t ype  of miss ion  
you would go o u t  and s e a r c h  t h i s  v i l l a g e .  Tha t  is about  a l l  

, t h a t  I do remember. 

Q. You s a y  Captain  MICHLES gave you t h i s  b r i e f i n g ?  

A.  I b e l i e v e  he d i d  because he was o u r  CO a t  t h a t  
t i m e .  

Q Did your  p l a t o o n  l e a d e r  o r  squad l 'eader  g i v e  you 
a b r i e f i n g ?  
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A.  I t  w a s  f i x e d  i n  t h e i r  mind, a c t u a l l y ,  t o  d e s t r o y  
eve ry th ing  t h a t  we seen .  Like I s a i d ,  w e  had been over  t h e r e  
a couple  months b e f o r e  t h i s  miss ion  came up, and we  had' burn-
e d  a hootch o r  two; n o t  a lways,  because,  l i k e  I s a y ,  Captain  
MICHLES k e p t  us down on something l i k e  t h a t .  H e  j u s t  d i d n ' t  
say go i n  and d e s t r o y  e v e r y t h i n g  t h a t  you see, b u t  it w a s  , 

f i x e d  i n  t h e i r  minds t h a t  t h i s  was a d i f f e r e n t  t y p e  of  oper-
a a t i o n ,  and,  w e l l ,  a l o t  of t h e  boys d i d  g e t  c a r r i e d  away, 

e s p e c i a l l y  ou r  machinegunner. I r e a l i z e  t h a t  M I L U S  was k i l l -
ed ,  b u t  even o u r  l i e u t e n a n t  t o l d  him, you know, t o  k i n d  of 

. s i m m e r  down. 

When?Q 

A.  Whenever t h e  s h o o t i n g  was going on. We had j u s t  
come a c r o s s  t h e  b r i d g e .  He d i d  t e l l  him t o  k ind  of  keep it 
down. I b e l i e v e  i n  a way, and t h i s  i s  my own p e r s o n a l  opin-
i o n  of  what I seen ,  b u t  i f  I had any k ind  of v e r d i c t  t o  pas s  
on it a t  a l l ,  I t h i n k  he k ind  of g o t  c a r r i e d  away h imse l f  
and j u s t  l o s t  h i s  c o o l  a l t o g e t h e r ;  j u s t  went k ind  of  c r azy  
t h e r e .  I t  was n o t  t o o  p l e a s a n t  t o  watch a man l i k e  t h a t .  

Q Did you e v e r  h e a r  o r  see any U . S .  o r  ARVN i n t e r -
r o g a t o r s  t o r t u r i n g  t h e  VC s u s p e c t s  o r  PW1s o r  Vietnamese? 

A. Well ,  now, on t h i s - -

Q - ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  On t h i s  o p e r a t i o n ?  

A. No. 

Q. You d idn  t see any i n t e r r o g a t i o n s  where anyth ing
abnormal w a s  going on? 

A .  I s u r e  d i d n ' t .  

Q .  How about  o t h e r  o p e r a t i o n s ?  

A. Well, when I w a s  infused--

Q. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  To t h e  198th? 

A. To t h e  198th.  

I seen  women s l apped  around by t h e s e  Vietnamese 
, i n t e r r o g a t o r s .  
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and word of mouth t h a t  t h e  VC were spreading among t h e  people. 
~ u t, as  I r e c a l l ,  he  mentioned l e a f  l e t s .  

Q e  Did you e v e r  s e e  one of those  l e a f l e t s ?  

A. No, s ir ,  I d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  I d id .  

Q - Did you ever  ask f o r  one? 

A. N O r  sir.  

Q. Did Colonel G U I N N  mention anything about a census 
gr ievance r e p o r t ?  Do you know what a Census Grievance committee 
is, as  p a r t  of t h e  Revolutionary Development Cadre? 

A. Yes, s i r ,  only i n  vague terms. I knew t h a t  it 
e x i s t e d .  B a s i c a l l y  it was a complaint committee. That was my 
understanding. 

Q. Did he e v e r  mention anything t o  you about having
received some r e p o r t s  from them? 

A. No, s i r .  

Q. . W e l l ,  you see t h i s  d i s t r i b u t i o n  on t h e  bottom, 
. Colonel G U I N N  is  the r e c i p i e n t  of t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  p i e c e  of  paper.  

Right ,  s i r .  

Q D i d  you ever  t a l k  t o  Major EARLE about t h i s  th ing .  

A. .  Not t h a t  I r e c a l l ,  s ir ,  

Q - I wonder why? 

A. W e l l ,  the only reason I can g i v e  you s ir ,  i s  t h a t  
it never came up as  more than  a pass ing  comment between me and 
Major EARLE, wheh I was p resen t .  I n  o t h e r  words, an a l l eged  
i n c i d e n t ,  I never had any knowledge of it. I t  was never d i s -
cussed,  t h a t  anything had happened o t h e r  than  i n  t h e  comment 
t h a t  Colonel G U I N N  made. There were,  from t ime t o  t ime,  through-
o u t  my t o u r  t h e r e ,  th ings  t h a t  people would say  i n  passing and 
Colonel K H I E N ,  t h e  province ch ie f  would make comments many 
t i m e s  t h a t  would just--well  it was taken as  a g r a i n  of s a l t ,  
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you might say ,  because he seemed t o  g e t  overly e x c i t e d  about 
mat ters  i n  genera l .  He had previous ly  been t h e  d i v i s i o n  ch ie f  
of s t a f f  and moved down t o  the  province headquarters .  He would 
say th ings ,  o r  comments would be made, bu t  a s  I say ,  an i s s u e  
was never made of anything l i k e  t h i s .  

Q Well, when you r e f e r  t o  Colonel KHIEN,  a r e  you re-
f e r r i n g  t o  him dur ing  t h e  per iod  when he f i r s t  took t h e  job 
over ,  o r  during t h e  l a t e r  p a r t  of your per iod  when he had been 
i n  t h e  p o s i t i o n  f o r  about 4 o r  5 months? 

A, Well, r e a l l y ,  he d i d n ' t  seem t o  change t h e  whole 
time I knew him. I mean, t h i s  was my impression of him t h e  
whole 1 0  months. 

Q - Well, some o t h e r  people seem t o  t h i n k  he d i d n ' t  do 
very w e l l  dur ing Te t ,  bu t  a f t e r  Tet  he got  c o n t r o l  of h imse l f ,  
and c o n t r o l  of t h e  s i t u a t i o n ,  and some people f e l t  t h a t  he w a s  
q u i t e  a good province c h i e f .  

A .  That may very we l l  be,  sir. I d i d n ' t  have d a i l y  
con tac t  wi th  him. 

Q - I have here- - th is  i s  two pages,  and t h a t ' s  a l l  I ' d  
l i k e  you t o  look a t  a t  t h i s  time--Exhibit R-1. This is  a VC 
broadcas t  which was i n t e r c e p t e d  and then ,  of course,  t r a n s l a t e d  
i n t o  English and publ ished i n  t h i s  form. I wish you would take  
a  check on t h a t  and see  i f  you have observed any propaganda of 
t h i s  kind. The f i r s t  page i s  r a t h e r  t y p i c a l  propaganda which . 
you can pass '  over r a t h e r  quickly.  When you g e t  t o  t h e  second 
page, y o u ' l l  n o t i c e  t h a t  it becomes somewhat more s p e c i f i c .  
Did you ever  s e e  o r  hea r  anything such as  t h i s ?  

A .  S i r ,  I'may have seen t h i s  one, t h i s  paragraph h e r e  
where they t a l k  about shoot ing pregnant women. I have seen 
t h a t  w r i t t e n  i n  a document. I t  may have been t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  

' document o r  a t r a n s l a t i o n  of it. 

Q Did it mention the- -you ' l l  n o t i c e  it says i n  "Tinh 
Khe, Son My Vi l l age ,  Son Tinh D i s t r i c t "  you s e e ?  

A ,  Yes, sir. I th ink  I may have seen t h i s  t r a n s l a t i o n .  
Yes, sir. 
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A. S i r ,  I can1-t  r e c a l l  anything e l s e .  

MR MACCRATE: I'd l i k e  you t o  come back i f  you would, Major 
HANCOCK, t o  your conversat ion with Colonel G U I N N  i n  t h i s  res-
pect .  A s  you can s e e  from t h e  documents t h a t  you've been exam-
i n i n g ,  he a t  t h e  time t h a t  he spoke t o  you, had something on 
h i s  hands with which he had t o  d e a l  i n  one way o r  another .  And 
see ing  your conversat ion as  somewhat of an a s i d e  a f t e r  hours,  
of a man who had something he had t o  d e a l  wi th ,  can you pu t  
yourself  back i n t o  t h e  s e t t i n g  a t  t h e  t ime,  and t h e  kind of 
t h i n g  t h a t  Colonel GUINN w a s  saying  t o  you a t  t h e  time. Did 
you g e t  t h e  impression t h a t  t h i s  was something t h a t  he had t o .  
g e t  i n  touch wi th  someone about ,  t h a t  he was s o r t  of ruminating 
about,  wel l  what s h a l l  do, o r  was it i n  t h e  con tex t  of he had 
t h i s ,  a l i t t l e  more of t h e  same s o r t  of t h i n g ,  now what do I do 
wi th  t h i s ,  W a s  he asking f o r  your off- the-cuff  advice? J u s t  
what was the con tex t ,  a s  you r e c a l l  t h a t  t h i s  came t o  you? 

A. To a c e r t a i n  e x t e n t ,  s i r ,  he conveyed the  impres-
s i o n  that it was another  of Colonel K H I E N ' s  e x c i t a b l e  r e p o r t s .  
He d i d n ' t  appear t o  pu t  a  whole l o t  of v a l i d i t y  t o  t h e  r e p o r t .  
I n  o t h e r  words,  it had j u s t  come t o  him. I t  was my impression-- 
and the impression I was l e f t  with was, we l l  something l i k e  
t h i s  is p r e t t y  hard t o  b e l i e v e  and j u s t  sounds l i k e  more VC 
propaganda and Colonel X H I E N ' s  a l l  e x c i t e d  about it because . 
our impression--well, I say o u r ,  I ' l l  have--all  I can say i s  
my impression of Colonel KHIEN was ' t h a t  he was no t  p a r t i c u l a r l y  
pro-American. And t h i s  was t h e  genera l  con tex t  as  I can r e c a l l .  

Q- Did he i n d i c a t e  what he 'd  have t o  do with it now 
t h a t  he  had something from the  e x c i t a b l e  Colonel K H I E N ,  what 
w a s  t h e  response t h a t  he was going t o  t r y  and work o u t ,  what he 
would do w i t h  t h e  information? 

A.  N o ,  sir, I c a n ' t  r e c a l l  t h a t  he i n d i c a t e d  anything 
along t h a t  l i n e ,  except t h a t  Colonel G U I N N  was an extremely 
aggress ive ,  and thorough, and consc ient ious  i n d i v i d u a l ,  and he 
appeared t o  always t r y  t o  follow th ings  through that--but he 
d i d n ' t  mention anything,  about what a c t i o n  he would take  i n  
response to t h i s  r e p o r t .  
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Q You had no cause f o r  alarm o r  were g iven  any 
warning s i g n a l s  of t h i s  na tu re?  

A. No, s i r ,  n o t  a t  a l l .  

Q. Did t h e  Vietnamese e v e r  g i v e  any i n d i c a t i o n  t o  
you tha t - - I  f e e l  c e r t a i n  i n  my own mind t h a t  t h e  Vietnamese 
knew what took p lace  t h e r e ,  and they  knew s o  w i t h i n  t h e  next  
month o r  c e r t a i n l y  w i t h i n  t h e  next  2 months. Whether o r  n o t  
t h i s  g o t  across  t o  t h e  Americans i s  t h e  ques t ion  t h a t .  I ' m  asking. 

A. I t  d i d n ' t  r e a l l y  g e t  across  t o  me, my  counterpart--
I f e l t  t h a t  w e  had a good relat ionship--he never in t ima ted  any-
th ing  of t h i s  na tu re  although I o f t e n  g o t  the impression t h a t  
he t o l d  what he thought I wanted t o  hear .  He never gave t h e  
impression o r  even a h i n t  t h a t  something was wrong, t h a t  w e  
should be c o r r e c t i n g ,  t h a t  t h e  America1 had done t h a t  w e  should 
be co r rec t ing .  

MR MACCRATE: You r e c a l l  any followup on General ,  then  Colonel,  
TOAN's  i n s t r u c t i o n ,  i f  t h e r e  was anything t o  t h i s  it should be 
passed on t o  t h e  America1 Divis ion? 

A. No, s i r ,  t h e  only t h i n g  a s  f a r  a s  followup t h a t  I 
can r e c a l l  i s  a combination of two t h i n g s  happening: One, t h e  
whole ma t t e r  s o r t  of d i e d  on t h e  v i n e  and number two: t h a t  t h e  
impression among t h e  advisors-- that  any of this t h a t  I can 
r e c a l l  is--this was j u s t  another  rumor. J u s t  another  t a l e .  

Q But it was shared wi th  t h e  Americans, a t  l e a s t  t o  
a l i m i t e d  e x t e n t  from what you say .  I t  was d iscussed  across  
t h e  advisory team t o  t h e  ARVN o r  from the  ARVN t o  t h e  advisory 
team? 

A .  Y e s ,  s i r ,  t o  a c e r t a i n  e x t e n t  it w a s .  

Q g  We've had testimony from both  Major MCKNIGHT and 
Colonel HENDERSON to t h e  f a c t  t h a t  they came t o  General TOAN 
and spoke about t h e s e  ma t t e r s  wi th  General  TOAN. Do you have 
any r e c o l l e c t i o n  of Major MCKNIGHT and t h i s  v i s i t  t h a t  he  and 
Colonel HENDERSON made t o  General TOAN? 

A. No, s i r ,  I don ' t .  

a .  You would be a very l i k e l y  candida te  t o  a t t e n d  
such a meeting. 
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witness  r e c a l l e d  see ing  Lieutenant  COCHRAN's punctured 
helmet,  he thought t h a t  t h i s  happened i n  t h e  supply room 
i n  t h e  r e a r  (pgs.  4 ,  2 2 ) .  The wi tness  s t a t e d  t h a t  he 
thought t h a t  "his was around t h e  time h e  was i n  t h e  
h o s p i t a l  be ing  t r e a t e d  f o r  r a b i e s  (pg. 5 ) .  He d i d  n o t  
r e c a l l  TAYLOR being k i l l e d  b u t  remembered hear ing  about 
i t  and he s t a t e d  t h a t  he  probably was i n  t h e  r e a r  when 
MILUS was k i l l e d  (pg. 5 ) .  The wi tness  s t a t e d  t h a t  he 
r e c a l l e d  a b r i e f i n g  f o r  an opera t ion  i n  t h e  P i n k v i l l e  
a rea  (pg. 6 ) .  H i s  major r e c o l l e c t i o n  of t h e  opera t ion  
was t h e  discovery of some s a l t  (pgs.  6 ,  7 )  . He s t a t e d  
t h i s  was a search  and c l e a r  opera t ion  and they wouJ-d 
handle t h e  p r i s o n e r s  i n  t h e  normal manner, which cons i s t ed  
of p u t t i n g  a sandbag over t h e i r  h e d s  .to keep them from 
t a l k i n g  and f l y i n g  them t o  t h e  r e a r  (pg. 7 ) .  The wi tness  
d id  r e c a l l  being on an opera t ion  wherethey burned a 
long continuous s t r i n g  of hootches,  ending up near  a  r i v e r  
(pg. 8 ) .  He remembered t h a t  when they neared t h e  end of 
t h e  l ine they were t o l d  t o  s t o p  burning (pg. 8 )  . The 
witness  was t o l d  of t h e  major movements and even t s  on t h e  
opera t ion  and he  s t a t e d  t h a t  he remembered hear ing  about 
t h e  b r idge  i n c i d e n t  (pg. 91, and a l s o  t h a t  he  heard about - -

the men rounding up a large'nwnber o f  people and moving 
them (pg. 101 . 
3 ,  GENERAL INFORMATION. 

a. The wi tness  s t a t e d  t h a t  he  heard  rumors t h a t  
c i v i l i a n s  had -been k i l l e d  by another  company, b u t  he  
was n o t  - su re  whether it was C/1/20 (pgs.  1 0 ,  1 4 )  . 

b. The wi tness  s t a t e d  t h a t  on a  previous opera t ion  
he had observed t h e  mistreatment  of de ta inees  (pg. 1 2 )  . 
He s t a t e d  t h a t  t h i s  was usua l ly  done by ARVN s o l d i e r s ,  b u t  
he could a l s o  r e c a l l  two women being  mis t rea ted  on an 
opera t ion  conducted t o  t h e  nor th  (pg. 13) . H e  s t a t e d  
t h a t  t h e i r  mistreatment  cons i s t ed  p r imar i ly  of be ing  
dragged through t h e  d i r t  (pg. 1 3 ) .  H e  descr ibed  another  
i n c i d e n t  where they captured the p o i n t  team of a Vietnamese 
u n i t  and turned t h e  p r i s o n e r  i n t o  t h e  company commander 
(pg* 1 9 )  

c. The wi tness  s t a t e d  t h a t  he  had a l s o  heard t h a t  
one of t h e  two women captured had been raped by a member 
of B Company (pg. 1 3 ) .  He s t a t e d  t h a t  h e  heard t h a t  
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Q Did h e  e v e r  g i v e  any pep t a l k s ?  

A. Oh, yeah,  I t h i n k ,  yeah.  

Q D i d  h e  e v e r  d i s c u s s  hand l ing  of  v i l l a g e r s ?  

A. I d o n ' t  remember i f  my company commander e v e r  d i d  
o r  no t .  

Q Did you e v e r  see any mis t r ea tmen t ,  any t o r t u r e  of 
d e t a i n e e s ?  

A. Y e s .  

Q What was t h e  n a t u r e  of t h i s ?  

A. Well ,  u s u a l l y  i t  was done by t h e ,  what do you 
c a l l  them, you know, t h e  ARVN s o l d i e r s  t h a t  came o u t  w i th  
us .  They u s u a l l y  w e r e  p r e t t y  rough i n  t r y i n g  t o  g e t  i n f o r -
mation o u t  of them. 

Q - What method would t h e y  use? 

A. W e l l ,  I d i d n ' t  u s u a l l y  s e e  any methods, b u t  I ,  
you know, I ' d  s e e  them k ick  them and bop them around and, 
you kncv, I j u s t  heard t h i n g s .  

Q What d i d  you h e a r ?  

A.  You know, j u s t  t h a t  t hey  were p r e t t y  mean t o  them. 
You know, t h e y ' d  t a k e  them away o r  t a k e  them somewhere, u s u a l l y  
t hey  d i d n ' t  j u s t  do it r i g h t  t h e r e  i n  f r o n t  of  them. When t h e y ' d  
t a k e  them somewhere t h e n  t h e y ' d  b e a t  them up. I guess  t h e y  had 
t h e i r  methods o f  making someone t a l k .  I guess  t h e y  u s u a l l y  d i d .  
I d o n ' t  remember a - -usua l ly  t hey  g o t  some k ind  of i n fo rma t ion ,  
whether  it w a s  c o r r e c t  o r  n o t ,  they  u s u a l l y  came' up wi th  some-
t h i n g  when one,  you know, t h e  ARVN s o l d i e r s ,  i n t e r p r e t e r s ,  
whatever  it w a s ,  cane o u t .  

Q Did you e v e r  s e e  any U . S .  p e r sonne l  m i s t r e a t  any 
d e t a i n e e s  ? 
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A. No. 

Q Did you s e e  anyth ing  unusual  about  t h e  i n t e r r o -
g a t i o n s  t h a t  day? Techniques? 

A. What do you mean by unusual? 

Q. Did they  b e a t  them up o r  t o r t u r e  them o r  anyth ing  
l i k e  t h a t ?  

A. They g o t  s lapped  around,  yeah ,  b u t  I mean, a s  f a r  
as t o r t u r i n g  them I d o n ' t  thcnk t h e y  t o r t u r e d  them, b u t  t h e y  
s l apped  them around.  

Q - Did you see t h a t  group of Vietnamese, E x h i b i t  P-18? 

A. I ' m  n o t  real c e r t a i n .  I c o u l d n ' t  say p o s i t i v e l y .  

Q Did you e v e r  see t h o s e  two-men i n  t h o s e  m i l i t a r y  
uniforms? P-21? 

A ,  W e l l ,  t h a t ' s  Vietnamese, you know, I ' m  not--

a .  ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  P-22? 

A. Oh yeah,  d e f i n i t e l y ,  t h a t ' s  t h e  o l d  man. 

Q This  i s  t h e  group tha t - - t hese  a r e  t h e  two t h a t  you 
saw t a l k i n g  t o  t h e  o l d  man? 

A .  Y e s .  

Q. They s l apped  him around a l i t t l e  b i t ?  

A. Q u i t e  a b i t .  

Q. 0 They d i d .  Who d i d ,  t h e  Vietnamese o r  Americans? 

A. W e l l ,  I t h i n k  t h e  Americans d i d  most o f  it. The 
Vietnamese he lped  him a long .  

Q. I Is t h i s  t h e  guy, i s  t h i s  t h e  American? 

A. I t h i n k  s o .  I c a n ' t  s ay  p o s i t i v e l y  b u t  he was a 
p r e t t y  husky guy. T h a t ' s  a l l  I can remember. I t h i n k  he w a s  
a buck s e r g e a n t .  
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Q The American was? 

A.  Yeah. 

Q. Does t h i s  look l i k e  t h e  Vietnamese i n t e r r o g a t o r ?  

A.  Them Vietnamese, you s e e  one you've s e e n  them a l l .  
: I know it was a Vietnamese i n t e r r o g a t o r ,  t h a t  's a l l .  

Q What happened t o  t h e  o l d  man? 

A .  Well,  a s  f a r  as I know I d o n ' t  t h i n k  t h e y  k i l l e d  
him. I never  seen  him g e t  k i l l e d .  W e l l ,  t h ey  shoved him 
around a l i t t l e  b i t  and he wou ldn ' t  t a l k  and s o  on. A l l  t h e s e  
women and k i d s  were screaming and b a l l i n g  and s t u f f .  I c o u l d n ' t  
h a r d l y  s t a n d  it t o  watch it s o  I s t a y e d  i n  back.  

Q . Did t h i s  f e l l a - - t h e  American t h a t  was w i t h  him, 
w a s  he c a r r y i n g  a b i g  k n i f e ? .  A bowie k n i f e ?  

A.  I d o n ' t  recal l .  L ike  I say--

Q .  ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  The re ' s  a p o s s i b i l i t y  t h a t  t h e r e  
were two i n t e r r o g a t i o n  teams i n  t h e r e  and it cowld have ,be6n  
t h i s  one,  and it could  have been ano the r  one ,  t o o .  ' 

A. On what? The same o l d  man? 

Q The same day. 

A .  The same day. 

Q I t  could  h a v e ' b e e n  a t  d i f f e r e n t  t imes  i n  t h e  day. 

A. Well ,  you mean l a t e r  on somebody could  have come 
back and i n t e r r o g a t e d  t h i s  man? 

9 

Q I d o n ' t  know about  t h i s  man, b u t  t h e r e  w a s  some 
i n t e r r o g a t i o n  teams i n  t h e r e .  The man t h a t  you t h i n k  w a s  i n  
t h e r e  a t  t h a t  t ime was t h e  f e l l o w  i n  t h e  c e n t e r  of  t h e  photo-
graph ,  looking  a t  t h e  o l d  man, r i g h t ?  

A .  That  's r i g h t .  

Q .  With t h e  helmet  t i p p e d  back.  P-23, d i d  you s e e  t h i s  
group? 
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Q Photographs? 

No, I d o n ' t .  

Q Did you ever  hear  any rumors about c i v i l i a n s  
being unnecessar i ly  k i l l e d  by e i t h e r  B/4/3 o r  C/1/20 on 
16 March 1968? 

A. I th ink  I d id  hear  a l i t t l e  b i t  about it, b u t  
I be l i eve  t h a t  was t h e  day I t a l k e d  t o  HAWKINS and HEMING. 

Q When you a l l  l i nked  up with C company? 

A *  Y e s .  And maybe back i n  base camp I heard some-
t h i n g  about it. I mean it wasn ' t  s t r e t c h e d  a t  a l l .  

Q- Back a t  Dot t ie?  

A. Yes. 

Q* Anybody ever  say anything about an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  
o r  inqu i ry?  

A. No. 

Q Were you ever  t o l d  n o t  t o  d i scuss  p o s s i b l e  un-
necessary k i l l i n g  of c i v i l i a n s  by Task Force Barker on 16 March 
1968? 

A .  No. 

Q- Do you 'know i f  t h e r e  was any problem i n  B/4/3 of 
marijuana? 

A. Well, I run i n t o  a l o t  of it over t h e r e ,  b u t  I 
d o n ' t  p a r t i c u l a r l y  remember B Company having it. . 

Q Now, as ide  from t h e  two d e s c r i p t i o n s  of mis t r ea t -
ment of p r i s o n e r s ,  one with fo rce  feeding and t h e  o t h e r  t h i s  
man g e t t i n g  b e a t  up, d i d  you s e e  any o t h e r  U . S .  o r  ARVN o r  
d i d  you hea r  of any ARVN o r  U.S. t o r t u r i n g  going on t h e r e  
during t h i s  per iod? 

A. On t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  mission? 

Q Yes. 
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Q. Did you h e a r  any rumors around t h e  company t h a t  
day t h a t  some of t h e  people  up f r o n t  were f o r c i n g  people  
o u t  w i t h  charges  and s h o o t i n g  them, more t h a n  i n  t h i s  one 
example? 

A. No. 

9 Did you h e a r  anyth ing  o r  s e e  any t o r t u r i n g  o f  
s u s p e c t s  t h e  morning b e f o r e  you were evacuated o t h e r  t h a n  
t h e  e a t i n g  of p o t a t o e s ?  For  example, d i d  you see any peo-
p l e  doing any i n t e r r o g a t i o n  wi th  a f i e l d  te lephone?  

A;. E l e c t r i c  shock? 

Right.  

A. It  r i n g s  a b e l l .  I c a n ' t  r e a l l y  s a y  because  I 
never  r e a l l y  s tood  around and watched t h i s .  I had o t h e r  
t h i n g s ,  I d o n ' t  know what I was doing.  Also i n  t h e  morning 
- - w e l l ,  a f t e r  t h a t  mor ta r  a t t a c k  I was o u t  t h e  n e x t  morn-
ing .  So I could have been away t o o  because I was o u t .  They 
had brought  choppers i n  t h a t  n i g h t ,  gunsh ips ,  and t h e y  had 
s t r a f e d  t h e  whole a r e a ,  and a l s o  we went o u t  t o  d e s t r o y  81 
rounds t h a t  h a d n ' t  gone o f f .  We went o u t  and des t royed  two 
o r  t h r e e ,  I t h i n k ,  t h e  n e x t  day and a l s o  went--well,  t h e r e  
was a 8i round, I b e l i e v e ,  we found--not 81 b u t  a 1 7 5  round 
a long  t h e  beach t h e r e  I des t royed ,  and t h e r e  was a bunker.  
W e l l ,  t h ey  found a bunker and threw i n  a charge .  Nobody 
came o u t  s o  I f i g u r e d  it was empty, b u t  I was doing t h i s  
t h e  n e x t  day s o  something could  have happened, you know, 
w i t h o u t  m e  be ing  t h e r e .  

Q . So o t h e r  t han  t h e  pota t 'o  i n c i d e n t ,  you d i d n ' t  
s e e  any mis t rea tment  of d e t a i n e e s  on t h a t  morning b e f o r e  
you e x t r a c t e d ?  

A. Right .  

COL WILSON: M r .  HARTMAN, a r e  you l e a v i n g  t o n i g h t ?  

A. Y e s ,  a t  6 o ' c l o c k .  
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d i d  n o t  go w i t h  MEDINA t o  t h e  p l a c e  where t h e  d u s t o f f  w a s  
made (pgs. 6 ,  7) . H e  wa i t ed  by an o l d  b u i l d i n g  u n t i l  
MEDINA r e t u r n e d  (pg. 7 ) .  H e  n e x t  s a w  an o l d  man p u l l e d  
from a hootch which was bu rn ing  (pg. 1 7 ) .  H e  s a w  t h e  
body o f  a l i t t l e  boy and he  walked by a group o f  bodies  
(pg. 1 8 ) .  He heard  t h e  r a d i o  t h a t  day,  b u t  d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  
any o f  t h e  t r a n s m i s s i o n s  because he was t o o  s c a r e d  (pg .7 ) .  
They proceeded from t h e  s o u t h e a s t  c o r n e r  of My La i  south-  
east  toward a subhamlet  named Trung Hoa because they  though t  
they  saw some one running o v e r  t h e r e  (pgs .  8 ,  1 8 ) .  They 
d i d  n o t  go i n t o  t h e  v i l l a g e  b u t  he  saw two bod ie s  t h e r e  . 
(pgs.  8 ,  1 8 ) .  They doubled back and he s a w  a d i t c h  t o  
t h e  r i g h t  o f  t h e  t r a i l  w i t h  50 bod ie s  i n  it (pgs .  8 ,  9 ,  
1 9 ) .  MEDINA was r i g h t  i n  f r o n t  o f  him when h e  saw t h i s  
(pg. 1 0 ) .  They cont inued  down t h e  t r a i l  t o  a b i g  b r i c k  

house where t hey  had lunch (pgs .  1 0 ,  19) . H e  could b r i n g  
t o  mind no body count  t r a n s m i s s i o n s  a t  t h i s  t ime  (pg .11) .  
I n  an a t t e m p t  t o  blow o u t  an i r o n  g r a t i n g  -from a, window 
i n  t h e b r i c k  h o u s e . t h e  e n t i r e  house w a s  de s t royed  (pgs.  4 ,  
1 0 ,  2 0 ) .  No one w a s  i n  it a t  t h e  t i m e  (pg. 2 0 ) .  H e  
s a w  50 bod ie s  i n  My L a i  t h a t  day (pg.  11). 

. b .  F u r t h e r  a c t i o n s  d u r i n g  t h e  o p e r a t i o n .  

A f t e r  lunch they  cont inued  e a s t  a c r o s s  t h e  rice 
paddies  toward t h e  l a a g e r  s i t e  (pq. 20) . They went 
through a subhamlet  e n  r o u t e  t o  t h e  l a a g e r  s i t e ,  b u t  t hey  
d i d  no bu rn ing  t h e r e  (pg. 1 2 ) .  A t  t h e  l a a g e r  s i t e  he saw 
Na t iona l  P o l i c e  s h o o t  two s u s p e c t s  b u t  d i d  n o t  s e e  any 

. 	 f i n g e r s  c u t  o f f  (pgs .  12,  1 3 ) .  MEDINA was t h e r e  a t  t h e  
t i m e  (pg.  1 2 ) .  On t h e  17 th  they  c a p t u r e d  a VC and a VC 
nu r se  (pg.  13)  . 

HAWKINS d i d  n o t  meet a c o l o n e l  a t  LZ D o t t i e  

a f t e r  be ing  e x t r a c t e d  (pgs. 13,14)  . H e  never  spoke 

t o  an i n v e s t i g a t i n g  o f f i c e r ,  nor  w a s  h e  t o l d  t o  keep 

q u i e t  about  it (pg. 1 4 ) .  


4. OTHER INFORMATION. 

The w i t n e s s  knew no th ing  about  t h e  use  o f  

mar i juana  on t h e  miss ion  (pg. 1 5 ) .  


(HAWKINS) 	 SUM APP T - 3 3 3  

CONFIDENTIAL 

259 
' 



CONFIDENTIAL 

A. Well ,  a t  t h e  t ime I d i d n ' t  g i v e  it much thought  
a t  a l l .  

Q W a s  t h e r e  any enemy r e s i s t a n c e  a t  a l l  i n  t h e  
v i l l a g e  t h a t  morning? 

A .  W e l l ,  when w e  g o t  t h e r e  t h e r e  w a s n ' t  any a t  a l l .  

Q Did you s t a y  o u t  w i t h  C h a r l i e  Company f o r  t h e  f u l l .  
3 days of t h e  o p e r a t i o n ?  

A. Y e s ,  I d i d ,  sir. 

Did anyth ing  of  s i g n i f i c a n c e  happen t h e  n e x t  2Q 
days ,  t h e  1 7 t h  and 1 8 t h ,  t h a t  you remember? 

A. W e l l ,  a f t e r  w e  l e f t  My Lai  we marched over  t o  
some grave s i t e  and w e  s topped  f o r  lunch and ate supper  and 
s l e p t  t h e r e .  

Q Now, between t h e r e  and My Lai  ( 4 )  d i d  you go
through any l i t t l e  hamle t s ,  l i t t l e  v i l l a g e s ?  

A .  W e  went through some l i t t l e  hamle t  t h e r e .  

Q Did you burn t h e  p l a c e ?  

A. N o ,  s i r ,  w e  d i d n ' t .  

Q D i d  t h e  company burn t h e  p l a c e ?  

A. No, s i r .  

Q Did anyth ing  happen a t  'your n i g h t  l a a g e r  a r e a ?  

A. I know a t  t h i s  f i r s t  grave s i t e  where w e  s topped  
o v e r n i g h t  t hey  brought  Vietnamese p o l i c e  o u t  and t h e y  s h o t  
two people .  

Q Did you see them s h o t  y o u r s e l f ?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r ,  I d i d .  I saw t h e  p o l i c e  shoo t  them. 

Q Did ,you s e e  any America1 o f f i c e r s  around a t  t h e  
t ime? 

A. W e l l ,  c a p t a i n  MEDINA was t h e r e .  
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15-20 minutes l a t e r  (pg. 6 )  . During t h i s  t i m e  t h e r e  w a s  a 
l o t  of shoo t ing  going on (pg.  5 ) .  They moved i n t o  t h e  
v i l l a g e  w i t h  t h e  company headqua r t e r s  and fol lowed t h e  main 
t r a i l  (pg. 7 ) .  They never  se t  up t h e  mor ta r  aga in  (pg. 11). 
they  j u s t  he lped  burn down houses (pg. 7 ) .  H e  d i d  n o t  
t h i n k  they  encountered any r e s i s t a n c e  (pg.  19)  . There was 
no f i r i n g  a f t e r  t hey  moved i n t o  t h e  v i l l a g e  (pg.  12 )  . The 
p l a toon  moved wi th  t h e  headqua r t e r s  east a long  t h e  sou the rn  
edge of  t h e  v i l l a g e  (pg. 9 )  . I n s i d e  My La i  ( 4 )  h i s  squad ' 

a c t e d  as s e c u r i t y  f o r  -CARTER'S dust -off  (pgs .  8 ,  9 )  . A t  
no t i m e  d i d  he  hea r  an o r d e r  t o  s t o p  t h e  shoo t ing ,  k i l l i n g  
and burn ing  (pg.  8 ) .  The company a t e  iunch on t h e  e a s t  
s i d e  o f  t h e  v i l l a g e  (pg. 11). 

b .  HEIN'S obse rva t ions  w i t h i n  t h e  v i l l a g e .  

The f i r s t  dead person he  s a w  was an o l d  man on 
t h e  t r a i l  (pg. 8 ) .  Near t h e  p l a c e  i n  t h e  t r a i l  l e a d i n g  
sou th  t o  t h e  c e n t e r  of  t h e  v i l l a g e  where he  s a w  a boy ' s  l e g  
n e a r l y  blown o f f  by a r t i l l e r y ,  he  saw a group o f  15 bodies  
(pg.  9 )  ; They were about  4 0  meters from t h e  tree l i n e  . 
and s i n c e  he  d i d  n o t  go look a t  them, he  d i d  n o t  know how 
they  w e r e  k i l l e d  (pgs .  9 ,  1 0 ) .  I n  one hootch he s a w  a dead 
woman and g i r l ,  and h e  observed an o l d  man o u t s i d e  ano the r  
(pg.  1 0 ) .  H e  s a w  a group of  bod ie s  i n  a d i t c h  on t h e  east 
s i d e  of t h e  v i l l a g e ,  But d i d  n o t  know how many w e r e  i n  it 
(pgs .  1 2 ,  1 3 ) .  H e  d i d  n o t  s e e  anyone f i r e  i n t o  t h e  d i t c h  
(pg.  1 3 ) .  The 45-50 dead bod ie s  he saw d i d  n o t  s t r i k e  him 
as s t r a n g e  s i n c e  t h i s  was h i s  f i r s t  miss ion  and he d i d  
n o t  know what t o  expec t  (pgs .  18 ,  19)  . H e  had no i d e a  why 
s o  many c i v i l i a n s  were k i l l e d  (pg. 19) . The on ly  p r i s o n e r  
t aken  by t h e  mor ta r  p l a toon  was an  o l d  manwhom H E I N  t u rned  
o v e r  t o  MURRAY, M E D I N A ' s  RTO (pg. 11). H e  d i d  n o t  see a 
h e l i c o p t e r  l a n d  (pg.  1 2 )  . 

c. Act ions  a f t e r  l e a v i n g  My L a i .  

(1) A t  t h e  l a a g e r  s i t e .  

A t  t h e  graveyard where t h e  company l aage red  
H E I N  n o t i c e d  t h e  i n t e r r o g a t i o n  of two VC s u s p e c t s  by Na t iona l  
P o l i c e  and by a heavy s e t ,  round-faced, American M I  c a p t a i n  
who c a r r i e d  a Bowie k n i f e  and a .45 (pgs .  14 ,  15)  . The 
American c a p t a i n  chopped t h e  f i n g e r  o f f  one o f  t h e  s u s p e c t s  
and o rde red  t h e  Na t iona l  P o l i c e  t o  shoo t  bo th  o f  them 
when they  r e f u s e d  t o  t a l k  (pgs.  1 4 ,  1 5 ) .  H E I N  wi tnessed  
t h i s  from a d i s t a n c e  of 15-20 y a r d s  (pg. 15)  . MEDINA was 
t h e r e  (pg. - 1 6 ) .  . 
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A. R igh t .  Because t h e  r i c e  paddy 's  t h e r e .  W e  had 
t o  go r i g h t  around t h e s e  people  t h e r e ,  and you could  see 
t h e s e  people  l a y i n g  i n  a d i t c h .  

Q. Did you s e e  anybody s h o o t i n g  i n t o  t h e  d i t c h ?  

A. No. 

Q - Had you hea rd  anyth ing  about  t h i s  b e f o r e ?  

A .  Before  w e  went o u t  t h e r e ?  

Q. Yes. 

A. I come back on t h e  l i n e  and, you know, t h e r e  
was people  l a y i n g  i n  t h e  d i t c h .  You know how t h i n g s  
f i l t e r  back. 

Q m i l e  you w e r e  a t  lunch ,  f o r  example? 

A. No, I d i d n ' t .  For a l l  I know, them people  
could  have been k i l l e d  i n  t h e  a r t i l l e r y  t h a t  has  b e i n g  
go ing  on i n  t h a t  v i l l a g e  f o r  t h e  l a s t  y e a r  o r  a l l  y e a r .  

Q. Do you remember where t h e  mor ta r  p l a t o o n  o r  t h e  
company moved a f t e r  t hey  l e f t  My Lai  (4)? 

A. There  w a s  t h i s  graveyard.  

Q - The company moved g e n e r a l l y  e a s t  and a l i t t l e  
b i t  t o  t h e  n o r t h  and l a a g e r e d  i n  f o r  t h e  n i g h t  i n  the 
graveyard? 

A. Right  . 
Q - I b e l i e v e  you observed t h e  Na t iona l  P o l i c e  
q u e s t i o n i n g  some p r i s o n e r s  t h a t  a£te rnoon .  Could you t e l l  
us about  t h a t  i n c i d e n t  p l e a s e ?  

A. There w a s  t h i s  c a p t a i n  from m i l i t a r y  i n t e l l i g e n c e ,  
Army, u n i t e d  S t a t e s  Army. These Na t iona l  P o l i c e  were t h e r e  
and they were t h e r e  q u e s t i o n i n g  them. Two of them they  
k i l l e d .  There w e r e  a bunch of p r i s o n e r s  t h e r e .  I d o n ' t  
know whether  it was o u r  company o r  t h e i r  company--the 'com-
pany t h a t  w a s  t h e  b lock ing  f o r c e .  
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& - That was B/4 /3 .  

A. I d o n ' t  know who go t  thcl*n, us o r  them, b u t  
they  were t h e r e  and he quest ioned them. The f i r s t  guy, 
he g o t  up t h e r e  and he starts ques t ioning  him. He 
wouldn't  t a l k  so  he got  a block of wood and l a i d  it 
down--

&- ( In terpos ing)  Are you t a l k i n g  about t h e  Army
o f f i c e r ?  

A* Right. 

Q 9 The M I  o f f i c e r ?  

A. f i g h t .  He wouldn ' t  t a l k  s o  he l a i d  h i s  hand 
on t h i s  block of wood and chopped o f f  one of h i s  f i n g e r s .  
He had t h i s  n i c e  b i g  Bowie k n i f e  t h a t  he was s o  proud o f .  
He took him and t o l d  t h e  Nat ional  Police--you know, he 
wouldn ' t  t a l k ,  s o  he t o l d  t h e  Nat ional  P o l i c e  t o  take  him 
and shoot  him. The Vietnamese--this Nat ional  Policeman 
took him and g o t  c lose  t o  t h i s  d i t c h  and g ive  him a  k ick  
i n  his back. He r o l l e d  i n  t h i s  d i t c h ,  and h e  j u s t  l e t  
loose ,  and he k i l l e d  him. 

Q With what d i d  he shoot  him? 

A. I t h i n k  it was an M - 1  carb ine .  

Q Are you su re  it wasn ' t  a  p i s . t o l ?  

No, it was a r i f l e .A. 

Q. What about t h e  next  p r i s o n e r ?  

A. They went back, and they quest ioned t h e  nex t  
one, and he wouldn ' t  t a l k .  He d i d n ' t  c u t  of f  any of h i s  
f i n g e r s  o r  anything,  but  he j u s t  g o t  d i sgus ted  and s a y s ,  
"Go shoot  him. " 

Q Are you t a l k i n g  about t h e  Army o f f i c e r  now? 

A. He t o l d  t h e  National p o l i c e  t o '  go and shoot  
him. He was ques t ioning  him, s o  t h e  Nat ional  Policeman 
looked a t  h i s  buddy and asked him again t o  t a l k .  He 
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wasn ' t  going t o  t a l k ,  s o  he l a i d  him down and t o l d  him t o  
l a y  down i n  the d i t c h  next  t o  him. He s a i d ,  "Lay down i n  
the  d i t c h , "  and asked him i f  he was going t o  t a l k  again.  
He s a i d ,  "No." Then he s tuck t h a t  r i f l e  i n s i d e  of h i s  
mouth and pu l l ed  t h e  t r i g g e r .  

Q- How c lose  were you? 

A. About--I was r i g h t  i n  t h a t  a r e a  someplace. 

Q Approximately? 

A. F i f t e e n  t o  twenty yards .  

Q You were c lose  enough t o  s e e ?  

A. Right. 

&- Do you know t h e  name of t h i s  Army o f f i c e r ?  

A. No, I d o n ' t .  

Q Had you ever  seen him befo re?  

A: Yes. Back a t  t h e  LZ he was s o r t  of a b i g  wheel. 

Q Could y'ou desc r ibe  h i m ?  

A. He i s  heavy set  and about 5 '  11".  H e  always 
was a r e a l  sha rp  d r e s s e r .  You know, s t a r c h  and t h e  works. 
He c a r r i e d  a . 4 5  and a b i g  Bowie k n i f e .  He was s o  proud 
of t h a t  th ing .  

Q .  Do you remember anything about h i s  f a c i a l  char-
a c t e r i s t i c s ,  h a i r  o r  anything d i s t i n c t i v e ?  

A. Well, I d o n ' t  know about h i s  h a i r .  He had on a 
helmet,  bu t  he was kind of round-faced l i k e .  

9. Do you remember what h i s  grade was? 

A. Captain.  

Q Were any o t h e r  American Army o f f i c e r s  around 
t h e r e  a t  t h a t  t ime? 
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"Q.  ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  I s e e .  Was t h e r e  a t r a n s l a t i o n  
a t t a c h e d  t o  it, s o  t h a t  you could  r e a d  i t ?  

"A. Y e s ,  s i r .  

"Q. Sergean t  major ,  I show you E x h i b i t  M-34 and 1'11 
ask you f i r s t  t o  look  a t  t h e  i n c l o s u r e  which i s  a l e t t e r  
i n  Vietnamese. See i f  it looks  f a m i l i a r  t o  you a t  a l l .  
Th is  might have been t h e  i n c l o s u r e  t o  General  KOSTER1s 
l e t t e r  t o  Colonel  HENDERSON. Does t h a t  look a t  a l l  
f a m i l i a r  t o  you? 

"A. S i r ,  I have seen  s o  many Vietnamese documents t h a t  
I could n o t  p i n p o i n t  a d a t e .  Y e s ,  t h i s  was t h e  l e t t e r  
I had seen .  I cannot  p i n p o i n t  a d a t e .  

"Q.  Okay. Look t h e n  a t  t h e  l e t t e r  i t s e l f ,  E x h i b i t  M-34. 
Does t h i s  look l i k e  t h e  i n c l o s u r e ?  

"A. Yes, sir. 

"Q.  T h a t ' s  t h e  one? 

"A. R igh t ,  ( r e a d i n g  l e t t e r )  more t h a n  400 people--
r i g h t ,  t h a t ' s  g e n e r a l l y  what I have seen  o r  read .  

"MR WEST: The f i g u r e s  might be o f f  a f r a c t i o n  t h e r e .  

"COL FRANKLIN: Excuse m e ,  what w a s  t h a t  l a s t  
remark t h e r e ?  Does t h a t  l a s t  s en t ence  t h e r e  r i n g  
a b e l l ?  

"A. The l a s t  s en t ence  h e r e ,  sir--sir, t h e  d i s t r i c t  
c h i e f  of  Son Tinh was cons idered  by us t o  be a VC 
sympathizer?  

"MR WEST: L ieu tenan t  TAN w a s  cons ide red  a VC 
sympathizer?  

"A. The d i s t r i c t  c h i e f  of  Son Tinh,  y e s ,  sir. 

"Q. Yes, h e  w a s  t h e  d i s t r i c t  c h i e f .  Well ,  i n  any 
even t  t h i s  w a s  t h e  i n c l o s u r e  t o  General  KOSTER's 
l e t t e r ?  
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A.  I do n o t  b e l i e v e  I do,  sir.  

Q ,No knowledge of any communication w i t h  which t h i s  
s t a t e m e n t  w a s  forwarded t o  you by province?  

A.  No, s i r .  I do n o t .  

Q .  You have no knowledge how it came t o  b e  p r e s e n t e d  with-
o u t  Captain  RODRIGUEZ'S name on i t ?  

A.  No, s i r . .  I do n o t .  

Q I would s u g g e s t  t h a t  now, perhaps ,  hav ing  seen  t h i s  
which i s  something t h a t  has n o t  been b e f o r e  you b e f o r e  t h i s  t i m e ,  
o v e r n i g h t  you may have an oppor tun i ty  t o  p u t  t h e s e  b i t s  and 
p i e c e s  t o g e t h e r  and r ecogn iz ing  t h a t  you have a l e t t e r  of  11 
A p r i l  from t h e  d i s t r i c t  c h i e f  t o  t h e  prov ince  c h i e f ,  you t h e n  
have t h a t  which w e  showed yoi e a r l i e r - -

A .  ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  What was 11 A p r i l ?  

Q M-34. Then you have t h e  s t a t emen t  M-30, p repa red  by 
Capta in  RODRIGUEZ, w i t h  r e s p e c t  t o  t h a t  r e p o r t .  You t h e n ,  some 
10 days l a t e r  a r e  p r e p a r i n g  your  r e p o r t  o f  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  d a t e d  
24 A p r i l ,  and you a t t a c h e d  t o  it a copy of  c a p t a i n  RODRIGUEZ'S 
s t a t e m e n t  commenting upon t h e  l e t t e r  of  11 A p r i l .  

10: I want t o  show you one a d d i t i o n a l  document b e f o r e  
w e  r e c e s s  t o n i g h t ,  Colonel  HENDERSON, and w e ' l l  g e t  t o g e t h e r  
and reconvene a t  0830 i n  t h e  morning. When we had Colonel  
G U I N N  b e f o r e  us i n  December he i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  he  had r ece ived  
a r e p o r t  from t h e  S t a t i c  Census Grievance Committee a t  Quang 
Ngai and he  cons ide red  it of s u f f i c i e n t  s i g n i f i c a n c e  t h a t  h e  
f e l t  o b l i g a t e d  t o  c a l l  it t o  your  a t t e n t i o n  even though t h e  
f i g u r e s  were such t h a t  he n e c e s s a r i l y  d i d  n o t  b e l i e v e  them. 
He r e c a l l e d  some f i g u r e  of 1,000 o r  1,200 o r  1,500 t h a t  w a s  
r e p o r t e d  t o  have been k i l l e d  a s  r e p o r t e d  by t h e  S t a t i c  Census 
Grievance Committee i n  t h e  Son My a r e a  i n  about  t h e  middle o f  
March. H e  d i s c u s s e d  t h i s  m a t t e r  w i th  you,  and you d i d  n o t  
remember h i s  d i s c u s s i n g  t h i s  m a t t e r  wi th  you. He p u t  it a s  you 
w e r e  on your  way o u t  of t h e  TOC t o  go t o  your  h e l i c o p t e r ,  you 
s topped  and you t a l k e d  f o r  a l i t t l e  wh i l e .  He showed you t h i s  
r e p o r t  and you i n d i c a t e d  t o  him t h a t  t h i s  m a t t e r  was under 
i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  and it seemed t o  s a t i s f y  h i s  requirement--as long  
as it was be ing  t aken  c a r e  o f .  I have h e r e ,  now, an e x h i b i t  
e n t i t l e d  M-31, which has  been e n t e r e d  i n t o  t h e  r e c o r d ,  da t ed  
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1 8  March. I t  i s  a l e t t e r  r e p o r t  from t h e  census g r i evance  
cadreman, and we have t h e  f i r s t  two names of t h e  i n d i v i d u a l .  
I t ' s  s igned  by "Phong D U C . "  I w i l l  a sk  i f  you have seen  
t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  s t a t i c  census g r i evance  r e p o r t ?  

(The wi tnes s  examined t h e  document.) 

A. No, sir,  I have n o t  s een  t h i s .  

Q We' l l  r e c e s s  a t  t h i s  t ime .  Before  w e  r e c e s s ,  however, 
I would l i k e  t o  t e l l  you t h e  t h i n g s  t h a t  I would l i k e  you t o  ' 

t h i n k  about o v e r n i g h t .  W e  w i l l  d i s c u s s  t h o s e  b r i e f l y  i n  t h e  
morning, and I may have a couple  of q u e s t i o n s  f o r  you. One 
has  t o  do wi th  t h e  s t a t emen t  which i s  a t t a c h e d  t o  your r e p o r t  
of i n v e s t i g a t i o n  o f  24 A p r i l .  That  i s  d a t e d  1 4  A p r i l .  I 
would a l s o  l i k e  you t o  t h i n k  about t h i s  s t a t i c  census  gr ievance  
r e p o r t .  I would a l s o  l i k e  you t o  t h i n k  about  t h e  r e p o r t s  which 
you may have r ece ived  i n  t h e  van subsequent  t o  hav ing  been 
g iven  i n s t r u c t i o n s  t o  conduct an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  by General  YOUNG. 
I would l i k e  you t o  see i f  you can r e c a l l  any d i s c u s s i o n  i n  t h e  
a i r c r a f t  du r ing  t h e  morning of t h e  1 6 t h  and t h e  a f t e rnoon  o f  
t h e  16 th  concerning c i v i l i a n  c a s u a l t i e s  which were observed on 
t h e  ground.. W e  w i l l  r e c e s s  a t  t h i s  t ime  u n t i l  0830 i n  t h e  morning. 

. , 

(The h e a r i n g  r eces sed  a t  .1927 h o u r s ,  16  February 1970.)  

(The hea r ing  reconvened a t  0906 hour s ,  1 7  February 1970 .) 

10: ' The h e a r i n g  w i l l  come t o  o r d e r .  

RCDR : The fo l lowing  named persons  a r e  p r e s e n t :  LTG PEERS, MR 
WEST, MR MACCRATE, MR WALSH, COL ARMSTRONG, and MAJ LYNN. 

S i r ,  t h e  hea r ing  r e c a l l s  Colonel HENDERSON. Colonel  
HENDERSON, you a r e  reminded you remain under o a t h  b e f o r e  t h i s  
hear ing .  

I0 : Colonel  HENDERSON, when w e  r e c e s s e d  l a s t  evening I gave 
you a l i s t  of 4 i t e m s  t h a t  I asked you t o  t h i n k  about o v e r n i g h t  and 
t o  come back i n  t h i s  morning and d i s c u s s  t h e s e  a l i t t l e  S i t  more 
depending upon your r e c a l l .  The f i r s t  i t e m  had t o  do w i t h  t h e  
s t a t e m e n t  o f  1 4  A p r i l  which was inc luded  as an i n c l o s u r e  t o  your  
r e p o r t  of 24 A p r i l  t o  see i f  you could  r e c a l l  any th ing  about  t h i s  
document: from where you r ece ived  i t ,  under what c i rcumstances  
you r e c e i v e d  it, and t h e  d e t a i l s  p e r t a i n i n g  t o  it. 
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A. I am unable t o  r e c a l l  any th ing  f u r t h e r  on t h i s  document, 
sir. 

Q Also,  yes t e rday  a f t e rnoon  I showed you a copy o f  a 
s t a t i c  census  g r i evance  r e p o r t  and asked i f  you had e v e r  s een  
t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  document? 

A. I have n o t  s een  t h a t  d o c w e n t  p r e v i o u s l y ,  s ir .  

I C  : Genera l ,  could we ask  t h e  r e c o r d e r  t o  g ive  us  a 
copy of t h e  document s o  t h a t  you can make s u r e  t h a t  h e  knows 
e x a c t l y  what you a r e  r e f e r r i n g  t o ?  

10: Yes. This  i s  t h e  document t h a t  I had provided  you 
yes t e rday  a f t e rnoon  (handing t h e  w i tnes s  E x h i b i t  M-31) wi th  
t h e  l e t te r  r e p o r t  from t h e  census gr ievance  cadremen d a t e d  
18 March. 

A. No, s i r .  I have n o t  s een  t h i s  document b e f o r e ,  sir.  

Q. Do you r e c a l l  any s t a t i c  census g r i evance  r e p o r t ,  o r  
any r e f e r e n c e  t o  a s t a t i c  census gr ievance  r e p o r t  which may have 
been made t o  you by Colonel  G U I N N  a t  Duc Pho a long  about t h e  
t ime frame of mid-April o r  p o s s i b l y  s h o r t l y  t h e r e a f t e r ?  

A. A t  Duc Pho, no,  s i r .  

Q Do you r e c a l l  a s t a t emen t  o t h e r  t h a n  a t  Duc Pho? 

A. I do n o t  p o s i t i v e l y  r e c a l l  one, a l though  t h i s  cou ld  
have been brought  up a t  t h e  meeting I had wi th  Colonel  K H I E N  . 
a t  Quang Ngai i n  t h a t  t i m e  frame. But I cannot  p o s i t i v e l y  s ay  

' I d i d  o r  d i d  n o t  hea r  any conve r sa t ion  r ega rd ing  t h e  census  
g r i evance  committee a t  t h a t  t i m e .  

Q When you t a l k e d  t o  Colonel  KHIEN,  what w e r e  t h e  
t o p i c s  covered i n  your d i s c u s s i o n ?  

A. P r i m a r i l y  it was t h e  f a c t  t h a t  I had e a r l i e r  t a l k e d  
t o  Colonel  TOAN and Colonel  TOAN informed me t h a t  Colonel  K H I E N  . 
was going t o  conduct  o r  had been d i r e c t e d  t o  conduct  an i n v e s t i -
g a t i o n  of t h i s  i n c i d e n t ,  and I was t h e r e  t o  o f f e r  my s e r v i c e s  or 
f i n d  o u t  i f  he had i n i t i a t e d  h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  and how I could  
b e  of a s s i s t a n c e  t o  him. I w a s  a l s o  q u i t e  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  d e t e r -
mining any r e s u l t s  o f  h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  
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Q *  Do you r e c a l l  i f  it was Colonel IIUTTER o r  Colonel 
G u I N N  o r  poss ib ly  Major GAVIN? 

A.  I c a n ' t  say f o r  su re .  Colonel HUTTER keeps coming
back i n t o  my mind, maybe because I saw him more f requent ly  
than I d i d  Major GAVIN o r  t h e  o t h e r  co lone l s ,  b u t  I c o u l d n ' t  
say f o r  s u r e  i f  he was t h e  one t h a t  accompanied Colonel TOAN 
t h a t  day. 

Q - A s  a r e s u l t  of t h a t  meeting, do you r e c a l l  being 
given anything t o  type,  any papers ,  f o r  precess ing?  

A. I can remember now typing  up a very l a r g e  document 
or  being p a r t  of a pool ,  between myself and two o t h e r  s t enos .  
We typed up a l a r g e  r e p o r t  of some type f o r  General KOSTER, 
and t h e  G s t a f f .  This  was r i g h t  i n  t h a t  per iod  of time. I 
c a n ' t  remember exac t ly  what it was. I know it was a c l a s s i f i e d  
document. 

Q There w e r e  s e v e r a l  th ings  t h a t  you may have worked 
on i n  t h e  April-May time period.  We a r e  aware of a t  l e a s t  
two heavy typing  demands t h a t  were ' i n  headquarters  during t h e  
month of Kay. Can you r e l a t e  t o  General TOAN's  v i s i t ,  prepara-
t i o n  of poss ib ly  a  r a t h e r  b r i e f  paper ,  d i r e c t i v e ,  addressed 
to  the  u n i t  commander? 

A. NO, s i r ,  I c a n ' t .  

Q While we ' re  on t h i s  s u b j e c t ,  may I ask ,  wi th  r e s p e c t  
t o  t h i s  l a r g e  voluminous document, do you remember t h e  s i t u a t i o n  
a t  Kham Duc? 

A. Vaguely, yes ,  s i r .  

Q. Did t h a t  have t o  do--

A. ( In te rpos ing)  One of  them. 

Q =  T h i s  i s  one General GALLOWAY was involved i n ,  
inves t iga t ing  and s o  on? 

A. Yes, s ir .  
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Q There were l o t s  of l i s t s  of equipment and t h i n g s  
l i k e  t h a t .  Would t h a t  t a k e  c a r e  of t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  s i t u a t i o n ?  

A.  Yes, t h a t ' s  what I was t h i n k i n g  o f ,  K h a m  Duc, sir. 
~t w a s  when they  had t o  evacua te  t h e  a r e a  and l eave  q u i t e  a 
b i t  of  m a t e r i a l  behind.  That  was t h e  one,  

MR MACCRATE: I have h e r e  E x h i b i t  M-36 and I ' d  l i k e  t o  show you 
a Vietnamese document, and then  i f  you t u r n  back one page,  you 
w i l l  f i n d  an Engl i sh  t r a n s l a t i o n  of t h a t  document. W e  have 
r ea son  t o  b e l i e v e  t h a t  t h i s  document was d e l i v e r e d  by Colonel  
TOAN. D o  you have any r e c o l l e c t i o n  of being asked t o  p r e p a r e  ' 

a copy of such a document t o g e t h e r  w i th  any d i r e c t i v e  t o  Colonel  
HENDERSON of t h e  1 1 t h  Brigade which t o l d  him t o  conduct  an 
i n v e s t i g a t i o n ?  

I0: A d i r e c t i v e  may,be t o o  formal ized  a word. It may 
be a c t u a l l y  s o r t  of  a  p e r s o n a l  l e t t e r  s ay ing  tha . t  he r e c e i v e d  
a copy of t h i s  and t o  t h e  e f f e c t  t h a t  he wanted Colonel  
HENDERSON t o  check i n t o  it. 

A. No, sir.  I c a n ' t  remember anyth ing  t h a t  I was 
asked t o  t ype  o r  any th ing  t h a t  I ' v e  seen  r e l a t i n g  t o  an 
i n v e s t i g a t i o n  o r  a sk ing  them t o  conduct  an i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  

MR MACCRATE: We've had i n d i c a t i o n s  t h a t  General  KOSTER may 
have been informed of t h i s  down a t  Quang Ngai C i t y  r a t h e r  
t han  i n  h i s  o f f i c e  by Colonel  TOAN, s o  t h a t  it could have , , 

been t h e  r e s u l t  of a v i s i t  t h e r e ,  t h a t  he would have re-
ques t ed  you t o  p repa re  such a paper .  I d o n ' t  mean t o  l i m i t  
my q u e s t i o n  j u s t  t o  something coming o u t  of meet ing a t  
headqua r t e r s  w i t h  Colonel  TOAN. Do you have any r e c o l l e c t i o n  
of such a  p r e p a r a t i o n ?  

A. No, s ir ,  I d o n ' t .  H e r e  aga in ,  I can remember 
t h e  m a j o r i t y  of r e p o r t s  o r  documents t h a t  were being prepared  
f o r  General  KOSTER. General  KOSTER had asked g e n e r a l  s t a f f  
members t o  work on them. They had been typed i n  t h e  o p e r a t i o n s  
c e n t e r  by t h e  G2,and G3 s e c r e t a r i e s .  

Q. Also from E x h i b i t  M-36 'I would ask you t o  examine 
t h e  two-page Eng l i sh  t r a n s l a t i o n  of some VC propaganda. I 
ask  you i f  you have any r e c o l l e c t i o n  of be ing  asked t o  t ype  
something of t h a t  s o r t  about  t h i s  t i m e ,  t o  make a copy of 
i t ?  You might have been asked t o  g e t  a copy made? 
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t h a t  w a s  s o  o u t l a n d i s h  t h a t  you and John HILL t a l k e d  about it? 

A. Yes, s ir .  

Q- I have h e r e  E x h i b i t  M-31, and i t ' s  a t r u e  copy of 
a document. You w i l l  n o t i c e  it would be  q u i t e  s m a l l ,  it was 
on ly  maybe 4-by-5,- Here ' s  t h e  a c t u a l  Vietnamese v e r s i o n  of  it, 
you have a copy of  t h a t .  Do you remember s e e i n g  anyth ing  l i k e  
t h a t  i n  t h e  headqua r t e r s?  Is t h i s  what you and S p e c i a l i s t  HILL 
w e r e  t a l k i n g  about?  

A. Sor ry ,  s i r ,  I c a n ' t  r e c a l l .  

Q- T h i s  d o e s n ' t  f i t  i n t o  p l a c e  e i t h e r ?  

A. No, s i r .  

Q a  . Do you remember s e e i n g  a p i e c e  o f  paper  t h a t  had such 
broad and sweeping a l l e g a t i o n s ,  something t o  t h e  e f f e c t  t h a t  t h e  
Americans k i l l e d  something l i k e  a 1000, o r  t h e  f i g u r e  could have 
been 1200, o r  t h e  f i g u r e  could have been 1500? 

A. NO, s i r .  

Q- What's s t u c k  i n  your mind about t h i s  p i e c e  of pape r  
t h a t  you and HILL were t a l k i n g  about?  

A. That  w e  were s o  bad ly  d e f e a t e d  t h a t  w e  had t o  r e t r e a t  
from t h e  a r e a  o f  o p e r a t i o n s  t h a t  w e  were o p e r a t i n g  i n .  That  
t h e  VC had complete ly  overwhelmed us and it was one of  t h e i r  ma- 
j o r  v i c t o r i e s  of t h e  b a t t l e .  

Q- What w e r e  you t a l k i n g  abou t ,  can you t i e  t h a t  back 
t o  Kham Duc aga in?  

A. Tha t  i s  probably where I have r e l a t e d  it t o .  

Q- How much o f  your t i m e  was t a k e n  up by r e p o r t s  .and 
s o  f o r t h  w i t h  r e s p e c t  t o  Kham Duc? W a s  t h e  headqua r t e r s  p . re t ty  
much i n  a tu rmoi l ?  

Y e s ,  s i r ,  w e  were f o r  about  a week. 

Now w i t h  r e s p e c t  t o  t h e s e  l e t t e r s  t h a t  you 'd  w r i c e  
'.. 

(HERRIS) APP T-357 


CQNFIDENTIAL 




CONFIDENTIAL 

MR MACCRATE: You had no th ing  t o  do wi th  t h e  r eco rds  o f  de-
s t r u c t i o n  t h a t  were k e p t ?  That  was a l l  handled  by Sergeant  
SAIMONS and Sergeant  LOFTIS, I g a t h e r ?  

A .  ,And Sergeant  R I T C H I E  p r i o r  t o  t h a t .  

Q *  The e a r l i e r  t ime.  With r e s p e c t  t o  Kham Duc, t h a t  
you r e f e r r e d  t o  ear l ie r ,  do you r e c a l l  how soon a f t e r  General  
KOSTER's r e t u r n  t h a t  problem e rup ted?  

A. I t  w a s n ' t  t o o  long  a f t e r  h i s  r e t u r n ,  I know t h a t .  ' 

I d o n ' t  know t h e  e x a c t  d a t e ,  b u t  I remember it be ing  a monu-
mental  problem i n  t h e  headshed. 

Q How was t h e  work handled wi th  r e s p e c t  t o  t h a t ?  
Was t h e r e  one i n d i v i d u a l  i n  t h e  headqua r t e r s  who had charge 
of g e t t i n g  t h e  f a c t s  o r  whatever i n v e s t i g a t i n g  o r  fol lowup 
had t o  be done? 

A. I'm s o r r y .  I ' m  going t o  t r y  t o  answer t h i s  a s  I 
t h i n k  you asked it. I d o n ' t  know of any i n d i v i d u a l  t h a t - -

Q . . ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  W e  have been l e d  t o  b e l i e v e  t h a t  . 
Colone l ,  o r  perhaps  by t h a t  t i m e ,  General  GALLOWAY had had 
some s p e c i a l  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  i n  running  t h i n g s  down and was 
sort o f  running an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  o f  some s o r t .  

A. Not t o  my knowledge, b u t  it w a s  a r a t h e r  f z s t -
moving i n c i d e n t ,  and t h e r e  w a s  q u i t e  a b i t  o f  t r a f f i c  back 

. and f o r t h  t o  G 3 .  But I d o n ' t  know o f  any r e s p o n s i b i l i t y .  

COL ARMSTRONG: L e t  me ask you t h i s .  

A. . Y e s ,  s i r .  

Q- A r e  you t a l k i n g  about  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  i t s e l f  and t h e  
o p e r a t i o n a l  p e r i o d  of  t ime o r  a r e  you t a l k i n g  abou t  a sub-
sequen t  p e r i o d  o f  t ime when you s a t  back and sor t  of e v a l u a t e d  
what had happened? 

A.  I ' m  t a l k i n g  about  t h e  Kham Duc i n c i d e n t .  

Q. You're t a l k i n g  about  t h e  o p e r a t i o n a l  p a r t  o f  i t ?  

A.  Y e s ,  sir. 

Q. Okay. 

(HILL) 4 2  
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MR MACCRATE: I ' m  n o t  s u r e  what you r e f e r  t o  as t h e  Kham Duc 
i n c i d e n t .  

A. Well ,  o f  cou r se ,  Kham Duc w a s  a matter of  days ,  
t h e  i n c i d e n t  when they  f lew t h e  2 / 1 ' I n f a n t r y  i n  and subsequent ly  
f lew them o u t ,  and t h e  equipment l o s t .  I remember s e e i n g  
s t a t i s t i c s  on t h e  Kham Duc i n c i d e n t  and I--

Q. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Do you remember q u e s t i o n s  asked 
abou t  how it happened, and why it happened, and--

A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  And t h e r e  was an e v a l u a t i o n  of what 
had been l o s t  and equipment. Y e s ,  s ir ,  t h e r e  w a s .  

Q. And a l l  of  t h i s  was a consuming m a t t e r  a t  head-
q u a r t e r s  f o r  a p e r i o d  o f  days?  

A. Yes, s i r ,  it w a s .  

Q - And it took  a g r e a t  d e a l  of  t ime of  t h e  commanding 
g e n e r a l ,  and t h e  c h i e f  o f  s t a f f ,  and o t h e r s  i n  t h e  headqua r t e r s .  

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  

COL ARMSTRONG: L e t ' s  r e f e r  back t o  R-1  t h e r e  i n  f r o n t  of you. 

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q You see t h e  o f f i c e  symbol a t  t h e  t o p  o f  i t ?  

MR MACCRATE: On t h a t  copy it i s n ' t  p a r t i c u l a r l y  c l e a r  b u t  
it r e a d s  XICO.  , 

. COL ARMSTRONG: And t h e n  t h e r e ' s  something a f t e r  . t h a t .  

MR MACCRATE: Colonel  ARMSTRONG, t h a t ' s  an e r a s u r e .  

COL ARMSTRONG: Tha t  i s  an e r a s u r e ?  

MR MACCRATE: Y e s ,  on t h e  t r u e  copy, we have ano the r  copy o f  
t h e  document, and it i s  c l e a r  t h a t  t h a t  does n o t  belong.  Tha t  
i s  t h e  f i l e  copy from t h e  1 1 t h  Brigade,  which i s  a l i t t l e  
c l e a r e r .  Did you have a quest ion--

COL ARMSTRONG: ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  It was t h e  second p a r t  of it 
t h a t  I was a sk ing  abou t ,  t o  s e e  i f  he  recognized  t h a t .  Which 
i s  on t h i s  copy, b u t  n o t  on t h e  o r i g i n a l .  Not on t h i s .  You 
may have an e x p l a n a t i o n  f o r  it. 

(HILL) 4 3  
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and they  g o t  up t o  Highway 1 and s t a r t e d  towards t h e  c o a s t .  
g o t  about  a h a l f  mi l e  and r e f u s e d  t o  go any f u r i h e r .  This  
w a s  j u s t  about  t h e  t ime of  t h a t  i n c i d e n t .  They j u s t  wou ldn ' t  
go It was t h e  2d ARVN Div i s ion  wi th  17,000 men. 

Q W e l l ,  t h a t ' s  perhaps  t h e  s t r e n g t h  of t h e  d i v i s i o n .  
Did t h e y  have t h e  whole d i v i s i o n  t h e r e ?  

A .  The e n t i r e  d i v i s i o n  was o u t  o n . a n  o p e r a t i o n .  Of 
course  t h e r e  were some suppor t  t r o o p s  l e f t  back; I r e a l l y  
d o n ' t  know how many. I wasn ' t  w i th  t h a t  d i v i s i o n :  I was ad-
v i s i n g  t h e  ARVN. But t h a t  was about  t h e  t ime C h a r l i e  Company 
went i n  t h e r e .  Another t h i n g ,  P i n k v i l l e  was very impor tan t  
t o  t h e  Vietnamese. Besides  i t ' s  b e i n g  a very good s e a p o r t ,  
i t ' s  one of  t h e  major producing a r e a s  o f  "nuoc mam" i n  Vietnam 
and you know how impor tan t  "nuoc mam" i s  t o  Vietnam. I t  i s  
t h e i r  major sou rce  o f  s a l t .  They have t o  have it. So it i s  
impor tan t .  

Q. I ' l l  l e a d  t o  t h e s e  t h i n g s  because I t h i n k  .you
have g o t  a l l  of  t h e  f a c t s ,  b u t  it 's  . chronology.  A s  you s a y ,  
2 y e a r s  ago t h i n g s  looked a l i t t l e  d i f f e r e n t  t h a n  they  look 
now. 

When you l e f t  t h e  11 th  Brigade.  you s a i d  you 
w e r e  a s s i g n e d  t o  an advisory  element? 

A.  Yes, s ir .  

Q. . Where d i d  you go? 

A .  I w a s  w i t h  a MAT Team i n  t h e  I11 Corps a r e a .  

Q I n  I11 Corps? 

A. Y e s .  

Q. Which province?  

A. Mostly i n  t h e  Q u i  Nhon a r e a .  

Q e  I11 Corps o r  I1 Corps? 

A. I n  X I  Corps. 
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A. No, s ir .  

Q *  W e  i n  f a c t  l e a r n e d  of t h e s e  o t h e r  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  
a s  w e l l .  So I would conclude from what you say  t h a t  a s '  f a r  
a s  you a r e  aware, by t h e  t i m e  you l e f t  t h e  d i v i s i o n  t h e  m a t t e r  had 
r e a l l y  d i e d ,  o r  a t  l e a s t  you knew of no th ing  whatsoever t h a t  
had happened a f t e r  you s a w  t h a t  paper  on Colonel  PARSON'S desk?  

A. No, s i r ,  n o t  t h a t  I can r e c a l l .  

I0: W e l l ,  I would j u s t  l i k e  t o  ask a couple  of ques- 
t i o n s .  Some of t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  w e  know abou t ,  one had 
t o  do w i t h  a r ape  c a s e ,  o r  c a s e s  I should  s a y ,  i n  t h e  l a t t e r  
p a r t  of May and t h e  e a r l y  p a r t  of June which l a t e r  came t o  
t r i a l  sometime i n  August. Had you known about  t h a t ?  

A. I had heard  something about  it, s i r .  I had t o  

g i v e  a  h e l i c o p t e r  t o  an i n v e s t i g a t i n g  o f f i c e r ,  s i r ,  

every day. I t h i n k  it w a s  Colonel  BOWLES involved  i n  t h a t  

t h ing .  T h a t ' s ,  I b e l i e v e ,  t h e  o n l y  reason  I e v e r  hea rd  

about it. I w a s  hard-pressed  t o  come up w i t h  t h a t  s h i p  

every day. 


Q - You knew what w a s  going on w i t h  r e s p e c t  t o  Kham 

Duc? 


A. Yes, s i r .  

Q. The i n v e s t i g a t i o n  a t  Kham Duc and . t h e  l o s s  of  . a l l  
t h e  equipment and s o . f o r t h  t h e r e ?  

A. I w a s n ' t  aware of an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  concern ing  t h e  

Kham Duc evacua t ion .  . . 


- a .  General  GALLOWAY? 

A. I know of no i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  

Q .  W e l l ,  h e r e ' s  the '  q u e s t i o n  I r e a l l y  want t o  ask  

you. Was t h e r e  s o r t  of an unwr i t t en  p o l i c y  i n  t h e  d i v i -  

s i o n  t h a t  once you g o t  something nobody t a l k e d  about  it s o  

t h a t  t h e r e  w e r e n ' t  any rumors pas sed  around,  a l o t  o f  hear -  
say and w i l d  s t o r i e s  g e t t i n g  pas sed  around. Also,  was t h e r e  
a p o l i c y  of d o n l t , t r y  t o  p r y  i n t o  t h e s e  t h i n g s  because 
you might be an i n v e s t i g a t i n g  o f f i c e r .  You might have t o  
s e r v e  on a c o u r t - m a r t i a l ,  and w e  wouldn ' t  want you t o  p r e j u d i c e  

. your p o s i t i o n ?  

A. No, sir.  I wou ldn ' t  s a y  t h a t  w a s  t h e  p o l i c y  o f  t h e  
d i v i s i o n .  
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A. That d i d n ' t  he lp  mat ters  any. That made th ings  
worse, because,  I mean, it never happened l i k e  t h a t  again--I 
d o n ' t  know. You a r e  j u s t  o u t  t h e r e  day a f t e r  day walking 
and s tepping  on mines and never see  nothing. I t  kind of 
g e t s  t o  you a f t e r  a whi le .  Maybe we f igured  maybe t h i s  is  our  
chance t o  g e t  back a t  P i n k v i l l e .  Let them know it f e e l s  t o  
g e t  h u r t  a l i t t l e  b i t .  That was t h e  order .  

MR WALSH: I ' d  j u s t  l i k e  an opinion about something. I n  
your opin ion ,  t h a t  th ing  t h a t  happened t h e  f i r s t  day, was t h a t  
j u s t  something where t h e  platoon j u s t  kind of went o u t  of 
c o n t r o l ,  o r  was t h a t  something t h a t  they were j u s t  fol lowing 
o r d e r s  from t h e  platoon leader?  

A. Well, I d o n ' t  know i f  you can say it was o u t  of 

c o n t r o l  o r  no t .  


Q - Well, was t h e  p la toon l eader  t r y i n g  t o  s t o p  t h e  

people from f i r i n g  a t  t h e  people on t h e  h i l l ,  o r  was he 

d i r e c t i n g  them t o  do it o r  what? 


A. .I  d i d n ' t  s ee  nobody wave t o  me o r  anybody e l s e ,  
and I was i n  t h e  back. The guys o u t  f ront - - the  l i e u t e n a n t ,  
he had t o  g ive  t h e  word c a l l i n g  f o r  t h e  ammo and t h e  TNT. 
He had t o  g ive  t h e  word, so he must no t  have been r e j e c t i n g  
it too  much. 

Q. You d o n ' t  have any impression t h a t  he was r e a l  

angry a t  everybody a f t e r  t h a t  f i r s t  day, do you? 


A. No, I wouldn't  say he was angry wi th  them. 

Maybe he was, b u t  he d i d n ' t  show he was angry. 


Q. A s  f a r  a s  t h e  i n s t r u c t i o n s  you'd received a t  t h e  
b r i e f i n g ,  of search  and des t roy  and everyth ing  would be VC 
i n  t h e r e ,  d id  it seem l i k e  t o  you l i k e  everybody was doing 
what they  should be doing? 

A. Yes, because t h a t ' s  t h e  o rde r s  t h a t  we g o t ,  it 

w a s  VC. 


Q. On t h e  morning of t h e  19th  do you remember see ing  
o r  hear ing  about some de ta inees  being t o r t u r e d  by t h e  ARVN 

i n t e r p r e t e r s  i n  t h e  l aager  a rea?  


. A.  Yeah. 
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Q Did you s e e  i t ?  

A. Yeah. 

Q What were they doing t o  him? 

A. Well, one was t ak ing  a k n i f e  and h i t t i n g  h i s  
hands and s t u f f ,  you know, and he c u t  him, noth ing  r e a l  deep, 
and then  he p u t  s a l t  i n  them. 

Q Who was doing t h e  c u t t i n g ?  Was i t  an ARVN, o r  was 
it--

A. ( In te rpos ing)  The American i n t e r p r e t e r  was s lap-
ping him wi th  a k n i f e  when I saw them. 

Q Was he a b i g  cap ta in?  

A .  I d o n ' t  know what t h e  rank was. 

Q. Was he an o f f i c e r  o r  an e n l i s t e d  man? 

A. I d o n ' t  know, because I d i d n ' t  s e e  any rank. . 

Q. What kind of a k n i f e  d id  h e  have? A b i g  one? 

A. I t  was a hunt ing k n i f e ,  and then  I' heard one of  
t h e  Vietnamese i n t e r r o g a t o r s  t i e d  TA-1 t o  one and g ive  him 
a few j o l t s .  

Q Where d i d  he t i e  i t ?  

A. Around h i s  bag. 

Q A f i e l d  telephone? 

A. Yeah. 

Q a A n d  g ive  it a few cranks'? 

A. Yeah, I guess t h a t ' s  what they c a l l e d  it. I d i d n ' t  
s ee  it, b u t  I heard he s h i t  i n  h i s  pants .  
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t h a t  L ieu t enan t  COCHRAN w a s  k i l l e d  by a booby t r a p  on t h e  
edge of t h e  LZ (pg. 11). A second mine exploded s h o r t l y  
t h e r e a f t e r  (pg.  1 2 ) .  The w i t n e s s '  p l a t o o n  was moving by 
t h i s  t i m e  (pg. 12) . The f i r s t  squad was moving on l i n e  
(pg. 13) . The wi tnes s  f e l t  t h a t  BARKER was on t h e  ground 
i n  t h e  a r e a ,  b u t  h e  d i d  n o t  s e e  him t h e r e  (pg.  1 4 ) .  The 
w i t n e s s  could  n o t  r e c a l l  A R V N ' s ,  i n t e r p r e t e r s ,  o r  d e t a i n e e s  
i n  t h e  n i g h t  l a a g e r  p o s i t i o n  (pgs .  15 ,  16) . H e  hea rd ,  
however, t h a t  Vietnamese. who were accompanying U.S. f o r c e s  
t r e a t e d  d e t a i n e e s  roughly (pg. 1 8 ) .  H e  added t h a t  nothing,  
unusual  occu r red  on t h e  n i g h t  o f  t h e  1 6 t h  (pg.  2 0 ) .  The 
wi tnes s  t o l d  of overhear ing  r e p o r t s  over  t h e  r a d i o  t h a t  
a f t e r n o o n  concerning 39 VC K I A .  He s t a t e d  t h a t  ewmthen  he  
ques t ioned  t h i s  r e p o r t  i n  h i s  mind, because he d i d  n o t  s e e  
t h a t  many VC h i m s e l f .  H e  f e l t  t h a t  c i v i l i a n s  w e r e  
i n  this r e p o r t d k i l l  count  (pg.  2 3 ) .  These r e p o r t s  
t h e  f i r s t  p l a t o o n  (pgs. 24, 2 5 ) .  

inc luded  
came from 

( 2 )  C Company.' 

The w i t n e s s  r e l a t e d  t a l k i n g  t o  a member of  
C Company i n  t h e  combined l a a g e r  t h a t  n i g h t .  The man w i t h  
whom h e  spoke bragged about  t h e  number of k i l l s  C/1/20 
had g o t t e n  (pg. 37 ) .  When asked i f  any c i v i l i a n s  were 
i nc luded  i n  t h i s  count ,  t h e  C Company man avoided t h e  
q u e s t i o n  (pg. 38) . 

: b. A c t i v i t i e s  of 17 March. 

The w i t n e s s  r e c a l l e d  " q u i t e  a b i t  of f i r i n g "  
(pg. 2 1 ) .  He t o l d  of u s ing  f ragmenta t ion  grenades  t o  c l e a r  

Vietnamese bunkers .  He a f f i rmed  t h a t  t h e  U . S .  t r o o p s  t o l d  
anyone i n  t h e  bunkers t o  e x i t  b e f o r e  grenades  were thrown 
i n t o  t h e  bunkers  (pgs .  21, 2 2 ) .  The w i t n e s s  s t a t e d  t h a t  
t h e  t h i r d  p l a t o o n  l e d  o u t  of  t h e  l a a g e r  (pgs .  27,  28) . The 
wi tnes s  t e s t i f i e d  t h a t  he f i r e d  f i r s t  a t  some people  running 
i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  a r e a  some 200 meters away (pgs .  28 ,  2 9 ) .  He 
r e l a t e d  t h a t  t hey  a t tempted  t o  g e t  t h e  Vietnamese t o  s t o p  
b e f o r e  f i r i n g  (pg.  2 9 )  . The witness r e l a t e d  t h a t  TAYLOR h i t  
a mine and t h e n  EOD personne l  moved t o  t h e  f r o n t  (pgs .  31,321 . 
A f t e r  t h e  EOD pe r sonne l  c ros sed  t h e  b r i d g e ,  Michael SMITH 
moved up w i t h  a mine d e t e c t o r  and marked probable  mines 
w i t h  t i s s u e  paper  (pg. 33) . A s  SMITH was marking t h e  mines 
f i r e  was r e c e i v e d ,  t h e  t r o o p s  pinned down and gunships  made 
two t o  f o u r  gunruns i n  t h e  a r e a  (pg. 3 4 ) .  H i s  p l a t o o n ,  s t i l l  
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on t h e  w e s t  s i d e  of t h e  r i v e r ,  was no t  f i r i n g  a t  t h i s  t i m e  
(pg.  3 4 ) .  A f t e r  c r o s s i n g  t h e  b r i d g e , t h e  t h i r d  p l a t o o n  set  
up i n  a  b lock ing  p o s i t i o n  and searched  t h e  immediate a r e a .  
Nothing s i g n i f i c a n t  was found (pg. 38) , e x c e p t  t h e  body of 
a woman who had been dead e i g h t  t o  12 hours  (pgs .  39, 40) . 
H e  reca l l -ed  L ieu tenan t  MUNDY coming i n ,  b u t  d i d  n o t  
remember s e e i n g  ~ i e u t e n a n t  LEWIS o r  an Army photographer  
(pgs.  39, 40) .  H e  could n o t  remember s e e i n g  many f r e s h  g r a v e s ,  
o r  any o t h e r  bod ie s  t h a t  a f t e r n o o n  (pg.  42) . The t h i r d  
p l a toon  l aage red  a l o n e  t h a t  n i g h t  some 1000 meters  n o r t h  of 
t h e  r e s t  of t h e  company and,  though t h e  men were f e a r f u l ,  
no th ing  occu r red  t h a t  evening (pg. 4 3 ) .  

c. A c t i v i t i e s  on 18 and 1 9  March. 

The f i r s t  p a r t  of  t h e  18 th  t h e  t h i r d  p l a t o o n  
r e s t e d ,  b u t  l a t e r  t hey  rounded people  up, i n c l u d i n g  VC 
s u s p e c t s  i n  b o a t s  (pg. 45 ) .  H e  recounted  t h e  U.S. t r o o p s  
roughing up t h r e e  o r  f o u r  o f  t h e s e  s u s p e c t s .  Tha t  n i g h t  
they r ece ived  a mor ta r  a t t a c k  and t h e  wounded were medevac'd. 
MILUS w a s  t aken  o u t  t h e  nex t  morning (pgs.  4 8 ,  4 9 ) .  H e  
could r e c a l l  no i n t e r r o g a t i o n s  of d e t a i n e e s  on t h e  morning 
of t h e  19 t h  (pg. 50) . 
4 .  KNOWLEDGE OF AN INCIDENT. 

The w i t n e s s  had h e a r d  rumors of c i v i l i a n s  be ing  
k i l l e d  by C Company (pgs .  5 2 ,  5 3 ) .  

5. ' OTHER INFORMATION. 

a. Use of mar i juana .  

Some men i n  B Company smoked mar i juana ,  b u t  n o t  
on o p e r a t i o n s  (pg. 54) . 

b .  Mist reatment  of  PW's.  

The w i t n e s s  had hea rd  r e p o r t s  t h a t  A R V N ' s  o r  Na t iona l  
P o l i c e  would " p r a . c t i c a l l y  t o r t u r e "  p r i s o n e r s  ( p g s o  5 4 ,  55) -
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Q Did you e v e r  see e i t h e r  of t h e  two Vietnamese s o l -
d i e r s  on t h e  l e f t  i n  E x h i b i t  P-66? 

A. I b e l i e v e  they  w e r e  w i t h  us t h e  n i g h t  o f  t h e  1 8 t h ,  
b u t  I ' m  n o t  s u r e .  There w a s  one o r  two of them t h a t  w e r e  t h e r e .  
This  is  b e f o r e ,  t h a t  I know. There seems t o  be  so many people  
around a t  t h e  t i m e  and were supposed t o  be  working f o r  some 
A R V N 1 s  t h a t  were someplace i n  t h e  a r e a .  You're looking  f o r  
something c o n c r e t e  I ' m  s u r e .  

Q. Do you r e c a l l  a t  t h e  n i g h t  l a a g e r ,  o r  when you 
went i n t o  p o s i t i o n  t h a t  evening i f  you s a w  any i n t e r r o g a t i o n s  
going on? 

A. That  f i r s t  n i g h t  on t h e  lGth? 

Q Yes. 

A.  NO,  I ' m  s o r r y ,  s i r ,  I don1t. 

Q- D i d  you h e a r  anyth ing  about  any i n t e r r o g a t i o n s ?  

A .  W e  hea rd  a ' l o t  about i n t e r r o g a t i o n s ,  b u t  i t s  j u s t  
h e a r s a y ,  i t ' s  no th ing  t h a t  I could r e a l l y  p u t  any emphasis on.  

Q Yes, b u t  what d i d  you hea r?  

A. Oh, j u s t  t h a t  they  .were be ing  i n t e r r o g a t e d ,  t h e  
Vietnamese w e r e  t r e a t i n g  them roughly.  

Q D i d  you h e a r  of  any of them g e t t i n g  s h o t ?  

A. No. 

Q D i d  you hea r  of  any of  them g e t t i n g  t h e i r  f i n g e r s  
c u t  o f f ?  

A.  No. 

Q . So, y o u ' r e  n o t  t a l k i n g  about  a n y t h i n g  t h a t  s eve re?  

A. N o ,  no th ing  t h a t  severe ' ,  t hey  were bea t en .  

Q T h a t ' s  as much a s  you heard?  

1 8  

CONFIDENTIAL 

APP T-342 



CONFIDENTIAL 

A .  A s  f a r  a s  I know i t  was t h e  Vietnamese, I d o n ' t  
know whether Lieutenant  JOHNSON had any p a r t  i n  it o r  n o t ,  no 
I wouldn't  even want t o  say. 

Q Have y o u  ever  seen t h i s  man i n  Exhibi t  P-215? 

A.  I b e l i e v e  t h a t ' s  t h e  young boy t h a t  I w a s  j u s t  
r e f e r r i n g  t o .  

Q. You say he was bea ten  up? 

A .  Yes, h i s  l i p ,  wel l  I can s e e  r i g h t  t h e r e ,  I remember 
h i s  l i p  down t h e r e .  

Q Does he look l i k e  h e ' s  been bea ten  up i n  t h i s  
photograph? 

A. Looks l i k e  he could have been,  very p o s s i b l y ,  
unless  he had something wrong, he had a d i s e a s e  o r  something. 

Q Where d i d  t h e  3d Platoon--what por t ion  o f . t h e  
per imeter  was the 3d Platoon fac ing?  

A. We were fac ing  west.  

Q. Okay, you were on t h e  west s i d e .  

A. W e s t  s i d e .  

Q. 1st platoon was on t h e  e a s t  s i d e .  

A .  The 1st Platoon,  w e l l ,  i t s  p r e t t y  hard ,  because 
t h e r e  w a s  a b i g  mound i n  t h e  middle. I knew our  CP was up 
the re .  Okay, we l l  I can show you. MOSSFORD w a s  . i n  t h e  
1st Platoon,  I know he was up on t h i s  s i d e .  

Q So they would have been on t h e  e a s t  s i d e .  

A .  Right . 
Q The 1st Platoon is  on t h e  e a s t ,  3d Platoon is on 
t h e  wes t ,  and t h e  2d Platoon w a s  s o r t  of facing--

A .  (interposing) Without looking a t  t h e  map I would 
have f igured  it was running nor th  and south ,  you know. 
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A.  W e l l  n o t  i n  t h a t  tone  l i k e  you s a i d  t o  me, d o n ' t  
d i scuss  t h i s ,  maybe somebody s a i d  den'  t t a l k  about it and I 
d i d n ' t  t a l k  about it anyway. 

Q. who s a i d  t h a t ?  

A. This person t h a t  I know. 

Q- W a s  it i s sued  i n  the  way of a d i r e c t i v e  o r  an 
order?  

A .  No, j u s t  casua l  t a l k i n g .  

Q - Was he s e n i o r  t o  you? 

A. No, he was j u s t  one of my f r i e n d s .  

Q- Was marijuana a problem i n  t h e  company? 

A. Not t o  any g r e a t  e x t e n t .  I knew it was going on 
and t h e r e  were a few people t h a t  d id  have a problem wi th  it. . 

. They w e r e n ' t  i n  my pla toon,  b u t  I understand they had t r o u b l e  
wi th  guard auty  some n i g h t s ,  t h ings  l i k e  t h i s .  I t  mostly hap-
pened on f i r e  bases  though, out  i n  t h e  f i e l a  I d i d n ' t  d e t e c t  
too  much of it. 

Q. T h a t ' s  what my next  ques t ion  was, whether it was 
used on opera t ions  o r  not?  

A.  I t  was, bu t  n o t  t o  any g r e a t  e x t e n t .  You mean 
l i k e  somebody g e t t i n g  hopped up, say enough t h a t  they could 
do t h i s ,  t h a t  i s  e n t i r e l y  p o s s i b l e ,  b u t  we were a l l  f a i r l y  
psyched f o r  t h i s  opera t ion  anyway. We l o s t  s o  many men and I 
d o n ' t  know whether i t ' s  revenge o r  what motivated us t o  k i l l ,  
because none of us a r e  o r i e n t e d  t h a t  way. 

Q- Aside from what you t o l d  me about t h e  case where 
t h e  boy was bea ten  up, t h e  p r i s o n e r  was bea ten  up on t h e  
morning of t h e  1 9 t h ,  do you know of any U.S. o r  ARVN t o r t u r i n g  
of VC suspec t s  o r  PW's d u r i n g ' t h i s  per iod?  

A. J u s t  hearsay. 

Q What was i t ?  
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A. J u s t  t h a t  t h e y ,  t h e  South Vietnamese, t h e  ARVNs 
would p r a c t i c a l l y  t o r t u r e  some of  the--

Q - ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  u u r i n g  t h i s  t ime? 

A. During t h i s  t i m e .  

Q. Was t h i s  Na t iona l  P o l i c e  o r  ARVN? 

A. W e l l  I d o n ' t  know, I'm n o t  s u r e .  

Q. D o  you have any f u r t h e r  t es t imony,  o r  any f u r t h e r  
s t a t emen t s  t h a t  might assist General  PkERS i n  h i s  i n v e s t i g a -
t i o n ?  

A.  NO, s ir .  

Q. M r .  BOLMES, I ' d  l i k e  t o  r e q u e s t  t h a t  you n o t  d i s -  
cuss  your  t es t imony i n  t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  w i t h  o t h e r s ,  i n -
c lud ing  o t h e r  w i t n e s s e s ,  e x c e p t  a s  you may be r e q u i r e d  t o  do 
s o  b e f o r e  j u d i c i a l  o r  l e g i s l a t i v e  body. 

Th i s  h e a r i n g  i s  r eces sed .  

(The h e a r i n g  r e c e s s e d  a t  1316 h o u r s ,  '/ February 
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c. Act ions  on t h e  18 th .  

On t h e  18 th  they  moved back up t o  t h z  b r i d g e  t o  
p i c k  up t h e  t h i r d  p l a toon  (pg.  59 ) .  The company then  moved 
t o  t h e  n o r t h e r n  p o r t i o n  of t h e  pen insu la  where c i v i l i a n s  
were ga the red  t o g e t h e r  and t r e a t e d  by a MEDCAP team 
(pg. 5 9 ) .  They d i d  no burn ing  t h a t  day because they  r ece ived  
no o r d e r s  t o  do s o  (pg. 6 6 ) .  There were Na t iona l  P o l i c e  
i n  t h e  l a a g e r  a r e a  t h a t - n i g h t ,  b u t  h e  could  n o t  remember i f  
"Bul l "  was t h e r e  (pg. 6 1 ) .  H e  r e c a l l e d  , r e c e i v i n g  a  m o r t a r .  
a t t a c k  t h a t  n i g h t  (pgs.  63, 6 4 ) .  The p o i n t  team was on t h e  
beach making s u r e  no one snuck i n t o  t h a t  a r e a  (pg. 6 4 ) .  
HOOTON d i d  n o t  remember i f  an ambush p a t r o l  was p u t  o u t  
t h a t  n i g h t  (pg.  ' 6 4 ) .  

d.  Act ions  on t h e  19 th .  

On t h e  19 th  t h e  A R V N ' s  i n t e r r o g a t e d  some persons  
by "bea t ing  t h e  h e l l  o u t  of them" (pgs.  62, 6 3 ) .  

4 .  INQUIRIES AFTER THE ASSAULT. 

HOOTON knew of no i n v e s t i g a t i o n  of t h e  o p e r a t i o n  and 
n e i t h e r  h e  nor  anyone e l s e  was ques t ioned  about  i t  
(pg.  66) . The wi tnes s  r e i u s e d  t o  r e v e a l  whether o r  n o t  h e  
nad hea rd  any rumors about  unnecessary k i l l i n g s  by B / 4 / 3  
o r  C/1 /20  (pg. 6 7 ) .  He knew no th ing  about  any r a p e s  
o c c u r r i n g  on t h e  o p e r a t i o n  (pg. 6 7 ) .  H e  was never  t o l d  n o t  
t o  d i s c u s s  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  (pg. 6 7 ) .  

5. OTHER INFORMATION. 

To t h e  w i t n e s s '  knowledge B Company d i d  n o t  have a 
mar i juana  problem (pg. 6 7 ) .  He could n o t  d i s c u s s  whether o r  
n o t  mar i juana  was used on t h e  o p e r a t i o n  (pg.  6 7 ) .  
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A. No, n o t  t h a t  day .  

Q .  Did you s e e  him t h e  nex t  day? 

A. H e  w a s  w i t h  him, b u t  I d i d n ' t  see him a c t u a l l y  
i n t e r r o g a t i n g  anybody. 

Q- Did you s e e  h i s  i n t e r p r e t e r  i n t e r r o g a t i n g  anybody? 

A. I guess  it w a s  h i s  i n t e r p r e t e r ,  y e s .  You c o u l d n ' t  
t e l l ,  t hey  w e r e  a l l  running around t h e r e  d r e s s e d  t h e  same. I 
c o u l d n ' t  h a r d l y  d i s t i n g u i s h  one from ano the r .  But ,  I b e l i e v e  
it was probably h i s  i n t e r p r e t e r .  

Q- You saw t h e  i n t e r r o g a t i o n s  qo ing  on t h a t  day? 

A. I t h i n k  it was t h a t  day. I t h i n k  it w a s  t h e  1 9 t h .  

Q e  Well,  t h e  MEDCAP was i n  t h e r e  on t h e  1 8 t h ,  and 
t h e r e  was an awful l o t  o f  people  down t h e r e  p r i m a r i l y  b e i n g  
handled  by t h e  medics. 

A. Yes, r i g h t .  

Q There  could have been i n t e r r o g a t i o n s  go ing  on,  
t oo .  

A. I d o n ' t  remember. I remember s e e i n g  i n t e r r o g a t i o n s  
t h e  day a f t e r ,  on t h e  1 9 t h .  

. Q" What d i d  you n o t i c e  i r r e g u l a r  about  t h o s e  i n t e r r o -
g a t i o n s ?  

A. I w a s  g l a d  I was n o t  be ing  i n t e r r o g a t e d .  

Q. What was t h e  method be ing  used? 

A .  I guess t h e  same used on any i n t e r r o g a t i o n .  They 
j u s t  b e a t  t h e  h e l l  o u t  o f  them. 

Q , With fi.sts, o r  guns,  or what? 

A. No, they  were p r e t t y  good about  it. They d idn  ' t  
l e a v e  any marks t o  speak o f .  
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Q. Who w a s  do ing  t h i s ?  Was t h i s  ARVN o r  U.  S.? 

A. Y e s ,  t h i s  w a s  ARVN. 

Q* A l l  ARVN? 

A. Y e s ,  t h e  ARVN w e r e  t a l k i n g  t o  them. They'd answer 
something back and t h e y ' d  h i t  them, k i c k i n g  and choking them, 
,and t w i s t i n g  arms and l e g s  and s o  f o r t h .  

Q. Well, when you s a i d  ARVN, a r e  you t a l k i n g  about 
t h e  M I  i n t e r p r e t e r s ?  Were they  M I  i n t e r p r e t e r s ?  

A.  W e l l ,  I couldn I t t e l l  i f  t h e y  were M I  i n t e r p r e t e r s  
o r  i f  t hey  w e r e  ARVN. There were, I d o n ' t  know, a dozen o r  
s o  o f  them. 

LTC NOLL: That  many? 

A. I t h i n k  s o .  I t h i n k  t h e r e  w e r e  c l o s e  t o  a dozen. 
Maybe t h e r e  was on ly  e i g h t ,  b u t  it seems l i k e  t h e r e  was a 
dozen. 

Q- When d i d  t hey  jo in?  

A. I don 't r e a l l y  know. 

COL WILSON: They were w i t h  you t h e  n i g h t  o f  t h e  mor t a r  a t t a c k ?  

Yes. 


Q =  A t  0130 i s  when i t  w a s  r e p o r t e d  t h o s e  mor ta r  rounds 
came i n  w i t h  one k i l l e d  and f i v e  wounded. A t  0 1 4 4  t h e r e  w a s - -
a d u s t o f f  w a s  and a l i g h t  f i r e  team. 0244, anreques t ed ,  ' ~ t  
hour  l a t e r ,  t h e  d u s t o f f  w a s  supposed t o  have been completed. 
The. f i r e  team remained on s t a t i o n  u n t i l  t h e  r e q u e s t  was sub-
m i t t e d  f o r  a "Spooky", which a c t u a l l y  r e l i e v e d  t h e  f i r e  team. 
"Spooky" s t a y e d  t h e r e  f rom-- i t  looks  l i k e  0350, and w e  d o n ' t  
have a t i m e  f o r  going o f f  s t a t i o n ,  b u t  he w a s  t h e r e  a t  0350. 
Then a t  0440, it was i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  ano the r  mor ta r  round w a s  
r e c e i v e d .  Do you remember a n o t h e r .  mor ta r  round coming i n  
t h a t  .morning? 

A. No, I d o n ' t .  I remember t h e  r e g u l a r  a t t a c k ,  b u t  
f o r  some r eason  t h e  p o i n t  team was on t h e  o p p o s i t e  end of  t h e  
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have a MEDCAP. Not hav ing  any rank ,  I couldn ' t  q u e s t i o n  any-
t h i n g  t h a t  t h e y  were go ing  t o  do. 

Q - You d i d n ' t  h e a r  an o r d e r  come down n o t  t o  burn 
any more? 

A. No. L e t ' s  r eph rase  t h a t .  W e  were never--on t h e  
t h i r d  day,  w e  w e r e  neve r  o rde red  t o  burn any th ing ,  s o  we d i d n ' t .  

Q - Y e s ,  okay. You wouldn ' t  burn u n l e s s  you were t o l d  
t o ?  

A. Right .  

Q Do you have any knowledge o f  an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  o r  
i n q u i r y  made on t h i s  o p e r a t i o n  wh i l e  you w e r e  s t i l l  i n  V i e t -
nam? 

A. N o .  

Q - Were you o r  anyone you know ques t ioned  on t h i s  
o p e r a t i o n ?  

A. No. 

Q- Did you have a camera? 

A. No. 

Q. Other  t han  t h e  d e s c r i p t i o n  you gave o f  t h e  hand-
l i n g  o f  VC s u s p e c t s  o r  o f  PW's up i n  t h a t  n o r t h e r n  a r e a ,  do 

' you have any knowledge o f  U. S. o r  A R W  t o r t u r i n g  VC p r i s o n e r s  
d u r i n g  t h i s  o p e r a t i o n ?  

A. No. I n  f a c t ,  t h a t  w a s  t h e  on ly  day t h e r e  w e r e - -
l e t  m e  see now, it w a s  t h e  second o r  t h i r d  day t h e r e  w e r e  sus -
p e c t s ,  b u t  I d o n ' t  know what t hey  d i d  w i th  them. I t h i n k  some 
came i n  from t h e  b o a t s .  I d o n ' t  know i f  w e  l e t  them go o r  what 
happened. W e  d i d n ' t  have any th ing  t o  do wi th  t h a t .  And, t h a t  
was t h e  only--yes, t h a t  was t h e  on ly  day w e  had any s u s p e c t s .  

Q. You exp la ined  t h e  i n t e r r o g a t i o n  o f  t h e  p r i s o n e r s  
up t h e r e  where t h e  ARVN were b e a t i n g  them up. That  was on t h e  
morning o f  t h e  19 th .  This  was a f t e r  t h e  mor ta r  a t t a c k ,  i s  
t h a t  c o r r e c t ?  

(HOOTON) 66 

CONFIDENTIAL 

290 

APP T-376 



CONFIDENTIAL 

Q. Did you take  o u t  any de ta inees  with you? 

A. Yep. 

Q .  . HOW many? 

A. About s i x ,  I guess. 

Q Were they i n  p r e t t y  good shape? 

A. Yeah, they weren' t--well ,  I mean, i n t e r r o g a t o r ,  I ' 

guess.  Was he an M I  man?' Yeah, an M I  man roughed up a young 
k id  p r e t t y  good. 

Q That day? 

A. That day. 

Q. This w a s  a f t e r  the  mortars? 

A. No, t h i s  was before  t h e  mortars .  

Q .Before t h e  mortar rounds? 

A. Yeah. 

Q What d i d  he do t o  him? 

A. H i t  him a couple of t imes.  He d i d n ' t - - I  mean, he 
- d i d n ' t  r e a l l y  punish him o r  misuse him. He j u s t  asked some 

ques t ions .  Well, I ' l l  t e l l  you, t h e  Vietnamese guy h i t  him 
more than t h e  i n t e r r o g a t o r .  I t h i n k  t h e  G I  h i t  him once, o r  
twice a t  t h e  most. 

Q .  How many of . these Vietnamese were wi th  t h e  Ameri-
can i n t e r r o g a t o r ?  

A. Maybe two. There was always one o r  two a t  the  most 
with t h e  i n t e r r o g a t o r s .  

0.  Did you ever  s e e  these  p r i s o n e r s ?  

A. T h a t ' s  r i g h t  ou t s ide  t h a t  same v i l l a g e  where I 
had t h a t  hoe. 

Q. Y e s ,  t h a t ' s  where you s l e p t  t h a t  n igh t .  
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A. NO, sir .  

Q. You never  heard anything from C Company? 

A. No, sir. 

Q- Were you ever  t o l d  n o t  t o  d i scuss  t h e  p o s s i b l e  un-
necessary k i l l i n g  of c i v i l i a n s  on t h i s  opera t ion?  

A. NO, sir. 

Q Were you quest ioned on t h e  opera t ion?  

A. No, s i r .  

Q. Was anybody you know ever  quest ioned? 

A. Not until now. 

Q. I mean while  y ~ uwere s t i l l  i n  Vietnam? 

A. No, sir, 

Q DO you have any knowledge o r  d i d  you hear  anything about 
U.S. o r  ARVN m i l i t a r y  personnel t o r t u r i n g  VC suspec t s  o r  PW's? 

A. I heard about t he  A R W ,  sir.  

. Q- . What d i d  they  do? 

A, You could hear  about anything I guess. I heard t h a t  
they c u t  t h e  e a r s  o f f  and everyth ing  e l s e  b u t  I d i d n ' t  s e e  any 
of  it. 

Q. You d i d n ' t  s ee  any of  i t ?  

A. NO, sir. 

Q You heard they c u t  t h e i r  e a r s  o f f ?  

A. Yes, sir, 

Q. On t h i s  opera t ion?  

No, s i r ,  not  on t h i s  opera t ion .  I never heard of  
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d. E v e n t s - i n  t h e  a rea  of Company B.  

A t  about 1030 hours ,  he l e f t  f o r  B Company, 
where he screened t h e  p r i soners .  He asce r t a ined  t h a t  they 
were n o t  enemy i f  they had I D  cards  and/or a p lausab le  
s t o r y  (pg. 2 5 ) .  He d i d  n o t  have a l i s t  of VC suspec t s  
and h i s  cursory i n t e r r o g a t i o n  concerned t h a t  which looked 
susp ic ious ,  such a s  pack-welts, age,  o r  s c r a t c h e s .  Any 
suspec t s  would have been evacuated v i a  Dot t i e  t o  t h e  11th  
Brigade (pg. 2 6 ) .  The af ternoon was s p e n t  with MICHLES 
and when they took up a  n i g h t  defens ive  p o s i t i o n ,  MEDINA 
and h i s  company adjoined them (pg. 2 7 ) .  They had s e v e r a l  
p r i s o n e r s  i n  t h e  a rea .  There were f i v e  o r  s i x  Nat ional  
P o l i c e  p r e s e n t  and two o r  t h r e e  members of t h e  RF/PF 
(pg. 2 7 ) .  They began t o  i n t e r r o g a t e  t h e  p r i s o n e r s  and 
marched a few of them one by one i n t o  some bushes where 
he could hear  f i r i n g  (pg. 2 8 ) .  Nei ther  he nor h i s  
i n t e r p r e t e r  s a i d  anything about t h i s  t o  t h e  Nat ional  
P o l i c e ,  t o  MICHLES, o r  MEDINA. Four o r  f i v e  p r i s o n e r s  d i d  
n o t  come back up (pg. 28) .  He f e l t  t h a t  t h e  Nat ional  
Po l i ce  were n o t  s u b j e c t  t o  h i s  c o n t r o l  (pg. 28) .  Nothing 
was s a i d  t o  MICHLES o r  MEDINA because they  were t h e  
commanders on t h e  ground. He f e l t  t h a t  t h e  ~ a t i o n a lp o l i c e  
were n o t  opera t ing  a s  p a r t  of Task Force Barker (pg. 2 9 ) .  
Shor t ly  a f t e r ,  a t  about 1700 hours ,  he w a s  l i f t e d  back t o  
LZ ~ o t t i e .  He d i d  n o t  r e p o r t  t o  anyone (pg. 3 0 ) ,  He d i d  
r e p o r t  t o  h i s  commander, Captain LABRIOLA, when he re turned  
t o  Duc Pho (pg. 33) . 

f .  I d e n t i f i c a t i o n  of photographs. 

Photographs ( ~ x h i b i t sP-2 t h r u  P-42) were 
i d e n t i f i e d  a s  fol lows:  

(1) Exhib i t  P-5 i s  a p i c t u r e  of him digging  f o r  
a cache (pg. 3 4 ) ,  f i r s t  seen a week a f t e r  t h e  i n c i d e n t  
(pg* 39) 

(2 )  Exh ib i t s  P-7, P-8, and P-9 a r e  p i c t u r e s  of 
t h e  wounded s o l d i e r  with t h e  i n t e r p r e t e r  on t h e  l e f t .  

(3 )  Exh ib i t  P-10 i s  a p i c t u r e  of him, a t t h e  t o p  
of t h e  photo ( t h e  same a s  Exh ib i t  P-36). 
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than  o r i . g i . na l ly  planned Cpg. 74) . He was reminded of M I N H ' s  
s t a t e m e n t  t h a t  t hey  were prepared  t o  go o u t  f o r  f o u r  days  
(pgs.  74, 751, b u t  s t i l l  h e  d i d  n o t  r e c o l l e c t  such  a 
conve r sa t ion  w i t h  M I N H  (pg. 75 ) . 
6 .  HIS REPORTS ON THE OPERATION. 

The w i t n e s s  s t a t e d  t h a t  he  d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  e v e r  making 
a r e p o r t  o f  any th ing  he observed i n  t h e  cou r se  o f  t h e  
o p e r a t i o n  (pg. 7 5 ) .  H e  d i d  n o t  make a r e p o r t  t o  t h e  
b a t t a l i o n  o r  t o  t h e  b r i g a d e ,  f o r  he  w a s  t o  r e p o r t  in format ion  
he r ece ived  t o  t h e  commander t h a t  he  w a s  suppor t ing  o r  w a s  
a t t a c h e d  t o  f o r  a s p e c i f i c  o p e r a t i o n  (pg. 7 5 ) .  H e  d i d  n o t  
r e c a l l  mentioning t o  e i t h e r  CALHOUN o r  BARKER what he had 
observed w h i l e  he o p e r a t e d  wi th  t h e  u n i t  (pg.  75) . H e  w a s  
t o l d  of  a s t a t e m e n t  he  made t o  M I N H  i n  which h e  t o l d  MINH 
"no t  t o  worry about  i t , "  b u t  h e  d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  such a 
conve r sa t ion  (pg. 7 6 ) .  The w i t n e s s  d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  making 
any r e p o r t s  t o  Capta in  LABRIOLA (pg. 76) . The w i t n e s s  s t a t e d  
he  had hea rd  t h e  name Capta in  GOUZOULES (pgs . 77, 78) , b u t  
d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  e i t h e r  having a meal 'wi th  him a t  t h e  d i s t r i c t  
headqua r t e r s  o r  h e a r i n g  GOUZOULES make a remark about  Task 
Force Barker  k i l l i n g  c i v i l i a n s  (pg.  7 8 ) .  H e  d i d  n o t  r e c o l l e c t  
r e p o r t i n g  t h e  conve r sa t ion  t o  Major CALHOUN (pg. 7 8 ) .  He 
s t a t e d  h e  d i d  n o t  r e c o l l e c t  Major MCANAW o r  Major HOLCK 
(pg. 6 9 ) .  H e  r e c a l l e d  Capta in  WADSWORTH b u t  d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  
speaking w i t h  him a t  Duc Pho (pg.  79) . He was r ead  e x c e r p t s  
from Capta in  GOUZOULES' tes t imony and shown t h e  e x h i b i t s  
which GOUZOULES recognized ,  b u t  d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  speaking w i t h  
GOUZOULES about  t h e  matter (pg.  81) . 
7. HIS OBSERVATIONS OF TREATMENT OF THE CIVILIANS. 

The w i t n e s s  s t a t e d  he  d i d  n o t  s e e  anyone k i l l e d  i n  My 
Lai  ( 4 ) .  H e  saw a t o t a l  o f  12  t o  1 3  bod ie s  a long  t h e  t r a i l  
p l u s  t h e  c h i l d  (pg.  8 2 ) .  I n  t h e  l a a g e r  a r e a  he  observed 
t h e  Na t iona l  P o l i c e  i n t e r r o g a t i n g  t h e  VC s u s p e c t s  (pg.82) 
and thought  t h a t  MEDINA and KOTOUC were p r e s e n t  (pg .83) .  
H e  was i n  t h e  C Company a r e a  of t n e  laager ,  20 t o  30 meters  ' 
away from where t h e  i n t e r r o g a t i o n  had taken  p l a c e  (pg.  83) . 
He d i d  n o t  observe  t h e  Na t iona l  P o l i c e  shoo t  a couple  o f  
VC suspec t s ,  b u t  d i d  ag ree  w i t h  h i s  p r i o r  s t a t e m e n t  t h a t  he  
had seen  t h e  Na t iona l  P o l i c e  t a k e  t h e  people  down t h e  s l o p e ,  
and r e t u r n  a l o n e ,  a f t e r  some rif1.e fire (pg ,  8 4 )  . H e  
s t a t e d  h e  d i d  n o t  w i t n e s s  t h e  k i l l i n g  o f  anyone a t  t h e  t i m e  
and d i d  n o t  t r y  t o  f i n d  o u t  about  it because o f  MEDINA and 
KOTOUC be ing  i n  t h e  area and be ing  a b l e  t o  s e e  what occur red .  
He could  n o t  r e c a l l  c l e a r l y  what i n t e r p r e t e r s  were p r e s e n t  
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A. .Regional/Popular Forces.  They w e r e  e i t h e r  scou t s  
o r  Regional/Popular Forces.  

Q- Regional Force o r  Popular Forces? 

A. Yes, s ir .  I d o n ' t  know which they were. They 
were i n  khaki  uniforms. They may have been scou t s .  I d o n ' t  
know e x a c t l y  where they come from. I presume they  came from 
Quang Ngai. I d o n ' t  know f o r  c e r t a i n .  

Q. We11, exp la in  what happened t h e r e ?  

A. The National  P o l i c e  began t o  i n t e r r o g a t e  them, 
and s h o r t l y  t h e r e a f t e r  marched them down a t r a i l  one by one 
and i n t o  some bushes and apparent ly  a s s a s s i n a t e d  them. 
However, I d i d  not  w i t n e s s ,  aga in ,  t h e  shoot ing .  They took 
them away from t h e  l a a g e r  a r e a ,  bu t  I could hea r  t h e  f i r i n g .  

Q * Did you say .  anything t o  t h e  head of  t h e  Nat ional  
Pol ice  o r  Nat ional  Pol ice  F i e l d  Forces,  whichever they  may 
have been? 

A .  No, sir. 

Q Did your i n t e r p r e t e r  say anything t o  then? 

A. Not t o  my knowledge, sir.  

Q Did you s e e  e i t h e r  Captain MICHLES o r  Captain 
MEDINA t a l k  t o  him? 

A. NO, s ir .  

Q a  
How many of them d i d  you s e e  l e d  down t h e  t r a i l  

t h a t  d i d  no t  come back up t h e  t r a i l ?  

A. Four o r  f i v e ,  sir.  I l e f t  and.went back over  t o  
B Company. 

Q =  You d i d n ' t  f e e l  t h a t  you had any r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  
f o r .  the s e c u r i t y  of those PW's? 

A. No, sir, the National  P o l i c e  were n o t  under my 
con t ro l .  
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Q .  Did you say. anything about t h i s  t o  Captain MICHLES 
o r  t o  Captain MEDINA? 

NO , sir.A .  

Q Why no t?  

A. They were t h e  commanders on t h e  groupd, sir.  They 
had c o n t r o l  of t h e  t r o o p s ,  and I had nothing.  I had no 
a u t h o r i t y  over  t h e  Nat ional  Po l i ce .  The National  Po l i ce  can 
do any damn t h i n g  they  want t o  over t h e r e ,  i f  you w i l l  pardon 
the  express ion ,  s i r .  I can do nothing t o  a l t e r  what they  do. 
I c o u l d n ' t  even speak t h e i r  language. Granted I had an 
i n t e r p r e t e r ,  b u t  what would I do, walk up and s a y ,  "Look, 
you guys h a d n ' t  ought t o  do t h a t " ?  

Q- Did you recognize it a s  being wrong? 

A. Probably n o t  by t h e i r  s t andards ,  s i r ,  and i n  this 
s i t u a t i o n  they were t h e  a u t h o r i t y  a s  f a r  a s  I was concerned. 
The Americans had no c o n t r o l  over  th-ese people.  They were 
no t  r e spons ib le  f o r  t h e i r  ac t ions  nor d i d  they have t h e  
a u t h o r i t y  t o  c o n t r o l  t h e i r  ac t ions .  

Q Who do you t h i n k  d i d  have t h e  a u t h o r i t y  t o  c o n t r o l  
t h e i r  a c t  ions?  

A. Whoever commanded them, sir. 

Q Were they n o t  o p e r a t i n g  as p a r t  of Task Force 
Barker? 

A .  I f  they were, s i r ,  I w a s  was n o t  aware of it. 

Q. By remaining s i l e n t  and n o t  even d i scuss ing  t h i s  
wi th  Captain MEDINA o r  Captain MICHLES, d i d  you n o t  i n  e f f e c t  
condone i t ?  

A .  No, s i r .  I d i d n ' t  f e e l  t h a t  I condoned it, and. . I  
had no recourse ,  r i g h t  o r  wrong. I had no a u t h o r i t y .  

Q. We w i l l  g e t  around t o  t h a t .  What e l s e  happened
i n  t h e  l a a g e r  a rea?  
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Q. Inc luding  c i v i l i a n s ?  

A. A t  t h a t  time t h e  body count was VC, s i r .  

Q- Did they  count t h e  women and ch i ld ren  as  VC bodies? 

A. I d o n ' t  know how they  asce r t a ined  t h e  count ,  sir, 
I don' t know who made t h e  count.  

Q. Did you s e e  a separa te  count of c i v i l i a n  o r  
noncombatant c a s u a l t i e s ?  

A. S i r ,  I saw no count ,  o f f i c i a l  count o r  count of 
t h e  body count i n  M y  Lai ( 4 ) .  

Q When you repor ted  back t o  Duc Pho d id  you recount  
wi th  Captain LABRIOLA your o p e r a t i o n a l  experience on t h e  
ground, genera l ly  along t h e  l i n e s  which you have ind ica ted  
t o  me h e r e  today? S p e c i f i c a l l y ,  d i d  you t e l l  him about t h e  
r a d i o  and the o t h e r  equipment t h a t  you had looked over? Did 
you t e l l  him about t h e  boy t h a t  you saw? Did you t e l l  him 
about t h e  bodies you saw? Did you t e l l  him about i n t e r r o g a t i n g  
t h e  VC suspects  and with B/4/3? Did you t e l l  him about t h e  
Nat ional  Pol ice  t ak ing  these  i n d i v i d u a l s  i n t o  t h e  bushes 
and apparent ly k i l l i n g  them? 

A. I t h i n k  I recounted some of  t h e  i n c i d e n t s  t h a t  
occurred t h a t  day. 

RCDR: The tape  has. stopped. 

I0 : Yes, we w i l l  t ake  a 10-minute admin i s t r a t ive  r e c e s s .  

(The hear ing  recessed  a t  1549 hours ,  8 December 
1969 .) 

(The hear ing  reconvened a t  1554 hours ,  8 December 
1969.) 

I0:' The hear ing  w i l l  come t o  order .  

RCDR: A l l  persons who were p r e s e n t  when t h e  hear ing  re-
cessed a r e  again  p resen t .  

I 0  : Captain JOHNSON, I would ask you t o  look through 
t h e s e  photos,  P-26 through P-42 ,  and s e e  i f  you recognize 
any of the  scenes i n  t h e  photos,  n o t  t h e  photos but  t h e  scenes 
i n  t h e  photos. They a r e  on both s i d e s  of t h e  card .  
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MR WALSH: Captain,  can you g ive  me t h e  circumstances and 
remember any more d e t a i l s  of t h e  s i t u a t i o n  when t h e  Nat ional  
Po l i ce  took four  o r  f i v e  people down t h e  path? This w a s  i n  
t h e  l aager  a r e a  and wi th in  t h e  per imeter  of Char l i e  Company, 
i s  t h a t  r i g h t ?  

A .  Yes, s i r .  

Q Who e l s e  w a s  p r e s e n t  t h a t  you can r e c a l l ?  

A. I c a n ' t  r e c a l l ,  s i r ,  s p e c i f i c a l l y  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l s  
t h e r e .  I f  I knew, I would say.  

9 . Do you remember anything about t h e  t e r r a i n  o r  
loca t ion?  

A .  I d o n ' t  even know how f a r  I was from Highway 1, 
Quang Ngai, o r  the ocean. I w a s  no t  t h a t  we l l  o r i e n t e d .  

Q. Within your f i e l d  of  v i s ion?  

A .  There was--Bravo Company was laagered  i n  an a r e a  
t h a t  had a four-walled t h i n g  around it. I th ink  it was l i k e  
a c r y p t ,  b u t  it was a l l  destroyed.  I t  was j u s t  wa l l s  around 
it, a small  p lace  w i t h  wa l l s  around it maybe 3 f e e t  high 
around it, and it w a s  r e l a t i v e l y  f l a t  i n  t h a t  a rea .  Char l i e  
Company laagered ad jacen t  t o  t h i s  a rea .  I d o n ' t  know any 
more. 

Q Was Captain KOTOUC, o r  Major KOTOUC, p r e s e n t  a t  
t h e  t ime t h i s  i n c i d e n t  occurred? 

A. I d o n ' t  know i f  Major KOTOUC, then he was a cap-
t a i n ,  was p r e s e n t  during t h e  k i l l i n g  of t h e s e  people.  How-
ever ,  i f  my memory se rves  me, he came i n  and was t h e r e  on 
t h e  ground. And t h a t  i s  a l l  I can say. 

Q Do you r e c a l l  Captain MEDINA g iv ing  any o rde r s  
t o  s t o p  i t ?  

A.  N o .  

Q Do you r e c a l l  Captain MEDINA observing it a s  you 
were? 
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A. I c a n ' t  r e c a l l  i f  he was, s i r ,  o r  observing it .  
I was not  observing it i n  t h e  sense t h a t  I watched them 
shoot  them. here was no doubt i n  my mind what was happening. 

Q And you can' t r e c a l l  anyone e l s e  t h e r e ,  o t h e r  
than  your i n t e r p r e t e r ?  

A. The National  P o l i c e ,  and t h e  s c o u t s ,  and t h e  
G I  's around t h e  a rea .  

Q How about t h e  photographer? 

A. I d o n ' t  remember see ing  t h e  photographer i n  t h e  
l a a g e r  a rea .  

Q Had he come i n  on t h e  same h e l i c o p t e r  wi th  you
i n  t h e  morning? 

A. I th ink  we went o u t  on t h e  same and went i n t o  B 
Company, I b e l i e v e ,  yes .  

Q Now, I t h i n k  you s a i d  a l i t t l e  b i t  e a r l i e r  t h a t  
t h e  o l d  man was complaining about k i l l i n g  people.  What 
people was he t a l k i n g  about o r  d i d  you understand him t o  be 
t a l k i n g  about? 

A .  I don' t know, I know now, -but  a t  t h a t  time I 
didn t t  know. I d i d n ' t  know about any 109 people being mas-
sacred .  I d i d n ' t  know as f a r  as  many a r e  concerned t h a t  
t h a t  e n t i r e  v i l l a g e  was c i v i l i a n ,  and I-was n o t  aware of 
t h a t  f a c t ,  t h a t  they were a l l  c i v i l i a n s  u n t i l  t h e  agent 
from C I D  i n t e r r o g a t e d  m e .  

MR. WALSH: I have nothing more. 

I0 : Captain JOHNSON, a f t e r  you re tu rned  from t h e  
opera t ion ,  which would be about t h e  16 th  o r  17 th  of March, 
and up u n t i l  t h e  t i n e  you took your leave  back t o  t h e  United 
S t a t e s  f o r  compassionate reasons on o r  about t h e  7th of 
Apr i l ,  as  I r e c a l l  your conversa t ion ,  and then  subsequent 
t o  your r e t u r n  and during your remainder of your s t a y  with 
t h e  11th  Brigade, and u n t i l  such time a s  you went down t o  
MACV command, e v i d e n t l y ,  i n  t h e  Saigon a r e a ,  d i d  you hear  

(JOHNSON) APP T-11 

CONFIDENTIAL 



CONFIDENTIAL 

"Q. Do you r e c a l l  leaving  t h e  o l d  man? 

"A. I b e l i e v e  he went over  and s a t  down, 
and we walked o f f .  My i n t e r p r e t e r  walked 
o f f  wi th  m e  t o  t h e  b e s t  of knowledge. I 
d o n ' t  t h i n k  t h e  man k i l l e d  anybody and I 
d i d n ' t  k i l l  anybody t h e  whole t ime I was 
i n  Vietnam. That i s  t o  t ake  a weapon and 
shoot  somebody." 

Now we know t h a t  t h e  photograph t h a t  you previous ly  iden-
t i f i e d  a s  t h e  o l d  man t h a t  t o l d  you t h e  s t o r y  of t h e  VC 
leaving  t h e  v i l l a g e  e a r l y  i n  t h e  morning, Exhib i t  P-22, 
was no t  and could no t  have been taken i n  the  Char l i e  
Company area .  I t  was taken l a t e r  i n  t h e  day i n  t h e  Bravo 
Company a r e a ,  We a l s o  know t h a t  you and Sergeant  M I N H  
s lapped t h a t  o l d  man around whi le  you were i n  t h e  Bravo 
Company a r e a .  Is t h a t  t r u e ?  

(Witness confers  wi th  counsel.  ) 

A.  I d e c l i n e  t o  answer on advice of counsel.  

Q. A l l  r ight . .  Now i s  it your p r e s e n t  testimony
t h a t  you cannot r e c a l l  o r . r e c o g n i z e  t h e  o l d  man i n  Exh ib i t  
P-22 and your e a r l i e r  testimony i n  t h a t  r e s p e c t  is  n o t  
accura te?  

(Witness confers  wi th  counsel.  ) 

A. Would you p lease  r e s t a t e  t h e  ques t ion?  

Q Would you now say t h a t  your e a r l i e r  testimony 
w a s  i n c o r r e c t  i n  which you i d e n t i f i e d  t h e  o l d  man i n  Exh ib i t  
P-22 a s  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  you i n t e r r o g a t e d  i n  t h e  C Company 
a r e a  and who t o l d  you t h a t  t h e  VC had l e f t  C Company a r e a  
e a r l y  i n  t h e  morning before  t h e  combat a s s a u l t ?  

A .  Do you mean, am I now saying t h a t  I ' m  r e f u t i n g  
my previous testimony and saying  t h i s  i s  n o t  t h e  same guy 
o r  t h i s  i s n ' t  t h e  guy, s i r ?  

Q Well, t h a t ' s  what I ' m  t r y i n g  t o  g e t  c l e a r l y  s t a t e d  
from you. You s a i d  i n  your p r i o r  testimony t h a t  t h i s  ,was t h e  
i n d i v i d u a l  whom you i n t e r r o g a t e d  and who gave you c e r t a i n  
information which you passed on t o  Captain MEDINA. My ques t ion  
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A. Yes, sir. 

Q- W e l l ,  d i d  y ~ uobserve anything unusual about t h i s  
i n t e r r o g a t i o n  of t h e  VC suspec t s  by t h e  Nat ional  Pol ice?  

(Witness confers  wi th  counsel . )  

A. No, sLr .  

Q- Did you observe t h e  Nat ional  P o l i c e  shoo t  a couple 
of these  suspects?  

A. No, s ir .  

I0: Well, t o  put  it a d i f f e r e n t  way. I n  your previous 
testimony, you i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  t h e  Nat ional  P o l i c e  took some 
of these  people down a l i t t l e  s l o p e  t h e r e ,  down behind t h e  
bushes. And they went down toge the r .  You saw t h i s  go on, a s  
I r e c a l l ,  four  o r  f i v e  t imes.  The Nat ional  Po l i ce  came back. 
You heard some r i f l e  f i r e ,  b u t  t h e  p r i s o n e r s  never came back? 

A. That  's c o r r e c t ,  sir.  

Q. Yes. But you knew they--what was going on? 

A. I observed what was going on, s i r ,  t h a t  i s  c o r r e c t .  
However, I d i d  n o t  wi tness  t h e  k i l l i n g  of anyone a t  t h a t  t ime. 

Q I n  your capaci ty  a s  M I  o f f i c e r ,  d i d  you make it 
your bus iness  t o  f i n d  out?  

A. No, s ir .  

Q- Why not?  

(Witness confers  with counsel.  ) 
, 

A. During t h i s  t ime Captain MEDINA was i n  t h e  a r e a ,  and 
Captain KOTOUC w a s  i n  t h e  a rea .  Captain MEDINA was t h e  commander, 
and Captain KOTOUC was t h e  S 2 ,  and both of them could s e e  what 
w a s  occurr ing.  
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Q So I take it t h a t  you f e l t  t h a t  you had no responsi-
b i l i t y  a t  t h i s  p o i n t  of  time? 

A. The people t h a t  I was requ i red  t o  r e p o r t  t o  were 
r i g h t  t h e r e  and could observe it, s i r ,  and I could n o t  s t o p  
the Vietnamese. I had no c o n t r o l  over t h e  Vietnamese. 

Q They were a t t ached  t o  Task Force Barker,  you must 
understand t h a t .  

A.  No, sir.  I do n o t  know where t h e  Vietnamese came 
from. I d o n l t  know how they f i t  i n t o  t h e  p i c t u r e ,  a t  t h a t  t ime, 
a t  a l l .  I d o n ' t  know i n  what capaci ty  they were t h e r e  i n .  

Q Who e l s e  was t h e r e  wi th  t h e m  bes ides  Captain KOTOUC? 
You know t h e  i n t e r p r e t e r s ,  now? 

A. Yes, sir.  

Q You know them very we l l .  Who were those  t h a t  w e r e  
t he re?  

A. I c a n ' t  r e c a l l .  I d o n ' t  know which i n t e r p r e t e r s  
were the re .  

Q - You know Captain MEDINA1s i n t e r p r e t e r ,  SGT PHU? 

A. Sergeant  P H U ,  y e s ,  s ir .  

Q Y e s .  Was he the re?  

A. I c a n ' t  r e c a l l  i f  he was t h e r e ,  sir. 

Q Yes. You know Captain K O T O U C ' s  . i n t e r p r e t e r  i n  t h e  
S 2  s e c t i o n ?  

A. Yes, s ir .  

Q. They a l l - - a l l  of t h e s e  i n t e r p r e t e r s  come o u t  of t h e  
52d M I  Detachment. 

A. That ' s . c o r r e c t ,  sir.  
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Q This  one i s  Sergeant  H I E N ,  H-I-E-N. 

A. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  which i n t e r p r e t e r s  were t h e r e  a t  
t h a t  t ime, sir. 

Q Did you s e e  a p r i s o n e r  have h i s  hand placed upon 
a rock o r  a s tone  and have t h e  back end of h i s  hand beaten? 

A.  No, sir. 
\ 

Q- Did you s e e  somebody t ake  a k n i f e  and c u t  o f f  a 
f i n g e r  of a p r i soner?  

A. No, sir.  

Q. You were only 20  o r  30 meters from t h e r e ?  

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q Did you hear  of any such th ing?  

Q There was q u i t e  a l a r g e  contingency t h e r e  t h a t  
were American, and it I s  amazing how many people saw t h i s  and 
knew it. 

A .  S i r ,  I d i d  n o t  s e e  it. 

Q. Now who t o l d  you t o  l eave  t h i s  l a a g e r  a rea?  By what 
a u t h o r i t y  d i d  you leave  t h e  f i e l d ?  

A. I c a n ' t  r e c a l l ,  s i r .  

Q. Well, you j u s t  dontt g e t  up and go out .  According 
t o  o t h e r  testimony, you went up t h e r e  t o  go on a 4-day opera-
t i o n .  

A .  I was n o t  aware of t h i s ,  sir.  I c a n ' t  r e c a l l  t h a t  
anybody t o l d  me t h a t  it was a 4-day opera t ion  I ' d  be going on. 

Q. But do you j u s t  a r b i t r a r i l y  p ick  up and go o u t  
of the f i e l d ?  -
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A. Yes, sir. I d i d n ' t  acc.ompany them on most of 
t h e i r  t o u r s .  I wasn ' t  pe r sona l ly  p r e s e n t  when they  were 
toge the r  . 
Q. Did you a l s o  pick up i n t e l l i g e n c e  information 
from t h e  ARVN and from province t o  r e l a t e  t o  d i v i s i o n  and 
a l s o  information coming from t h e  d i v i s i o n ?  Did you provide 
t h i s  t o  t h e  ARVN and t h e  GVN? 

A. .Yes,  s i r ,  I omitted t h a t .  That was a l a r g e  p a r t  
of my d u t i e s  with regards t o  t h e  d i v i s i o n .  

Q - Did you a l s o ,  wi th  ARVN and more s p e c i f i c a l l y  
wi th in  t h e  province advisory group, d i d  you v i s i t  t h e  var ious 
subelements? 

A. Yes, sir.  

Q To pick up information? Here I'm r e f e r r i n g  t o  
such th ings  a s  t h e  P I C ,  Province I n t e r r r o g a t i o n  Center ,  and 
t h e  s e c t o r  adv i so r ' s  s t a f f  and t h e s e  var ious  people t o  
ga the r  information from them i n d i v i d u a l l y ,  o r  d i d  you have 
a p o i n t  of con tac t  where you picked up a l l  t h e  information 
i n  t h e  province? 

A .  No, s ir .  I v i s i t e d  t h e  d i f f e r e n t  funct ions  with 
t h e  except ion of those  t h a t  were run p r imar i ly  by t h e  Viet-
namese. My French wasn ' t  good enough t o  communicate we l l  
wi th  them, s o  I confined my v i s i t s  t o  t h e  a r e a ,  f u n c t i o n a l  
a r e a s ,  t h a t  had American adv i so r s .  

Q Did you v i s i t  f o r  example M r .  KEATING? 

- A. Yes, sir. 

Q How about M r .  RAMSDELL? 

A. RAMSDELL? W e  t a l k e d  f a i r l y  f r equen t ly .  CIA? 

Q Well, they r e f e r  t o  it as OSA t h e r e  o r  CAS a s  t h e  
case may be. I t h i n k  t h a t  g ives  a p r e t t y  good i n d i c a t i o n  of 
your funct ions .  What w a s  your r e l a t i o n  with t h e  11th  Brigade 
and Task Force Barker? 
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A .  S i r ,  I d o n ' t  know whether they cons ide red  it o r  
n o t .  The a r e a  w a s  l i g h t l y  popula ted  and t o  my knowledge I 
d o n ' t  know of any t a r g e t s  t h a t  were c a n c e l l e d  i n  t h e  a r e a  
because of t h e  p re sence  of  c i v i l i a n s .  

Q I t h i n k  what y o u ' r e  t e l l i n g  me i s  t h a t  even though 
t h i s  was n o t  a s p e c i f i e d  s t r i k e  zone--I'm t a l k i n g  about  t h e  
a r e a ,  g e n e r a l l y  Son My V i l l a g e  which you s e e  i n  t h e  orange on 
t h e  lower r e a r  ( r e f e r r i n g  t o  MAP-1)--even though t h i s  was no$ 
a U.S. s p e c i f i e d  s t r i k e  zone, t h e  ARVN cons idered  i t  a f r ee - .  
f i r e  zone. A s  a consequence they  more o r  less f i r e d  t h e  
f r e e - f i r e  n o n - r e s t r i c t i o n s  a s  employed by ARVN. 

A .  B a s i c a l l y ,  i t ' s  t r u e .  

Q I'm a l i t t l e  amazed t h a t  t hey  would t e l l  you t h a t  
t h e r e  w e r e n ' t  many people  i n  t h i s  a r e a ,  because it would i n -
d i c a t e  t h a t  t h e  i n fo rma t ion  t h a t  was coming o u t  a t  t h a t  t i m e  
was n o t  very  good. There was q u i t e  a l a r g e  p o p u l a t i o n  o u t  
t h e r e  i n  Son My V i l l a g e  even though many of  them had been 
moved back t o  r e fugee  camps. There were s t i l l ,  f o r  example, 
I d o n ' t  know t h e  e x a c t  month t h a t  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  was con-
duc ted ,  b u t  subsequent  t o  t h e  t ime you were t h e r e ,  t hey  went 
o u t  w i t h  t h e  e x p e c t a t i o n  of p i ck ing  up 5,000-6,000, t hey  passed 
7,000. Before they  f i n i s h e d  they  p icked  up over  10,000 people  
i n  t h e  a r e a  and moved them back i n t o  t h e  Quang Ngai a r e a ,  
12,000 as a m a t t e r  of f a c t .  So i t  c o u l d n ' t  be regarded  a s  
a l i g h t l y  popula ted  a r e a .  

MR MACCRATE: Capta in  JOHNSON, when you r e f e r r e d  t o  t h e  
a t t i t u d e  of t h e  people  on t h e  h i l l  a wh i l e  ago w e r e  you re-
f e r r i n g  t o  t h e  h i l l  a t  Son Tinh? 

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q W e  have r e c e n t l y  v i s i t e d  t h e r e  s o  we know what 
you mean i f  you speak of t h a t  h i l l .  

A. R igh t .  

I 0  : The o t h e r  q u e s t i o n  t h a t  I was going t o  ask you 
had t o  do w i t h  t h e  c l e a r a n c e  of t h e  AO. The e x t e n s i o n  of 
Task Force B a r k e r ' s  A0 t o  i n c l u d e  t h i s .  You i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  
w a s  p a r t  of your .  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y .  
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Do you r e c a l l  making arrangements £'or t h i s  opera t ion?  This  
opera t ion  now t h a t  we a r e  tallcing about i s  t h e  opera t ion  
which s t a r t e d  on o r  about 16 March and c a r r i e d  through about 
20 March. 

A. This  arrangement looks very f a m i l i a r .  To t h e  
b e s t  of my knowledge and I j u s t  can t make it any more de-
f i n i t e ,  t h i s  was v a l i d l y  c l ea red  o r  c l e a r e d  according t o  
t h e  procedures t h a t  we had, i n  t h a t  t h e  boundaries along 
t h e  70 g r i d  l i n e  is  accura te .  I maintained it on my map 
f o r  t h e  dura t ion  of t h e  opera t ion .  

Q You w i l l  r e c a l l  t h a t  Task Force Barker opera ted
i n  t h e r e  twice p r i o r  t o  t h i s  t ime. Once i n  t h e  e a r l y  p a r t  
of February, I th.ink th.e opera t ion  was on 3 February,  and 
another  on 2 3  February. The l a t t e r  one a l s o  involved t h e  
employment of some A W N  u n i t s .  

A. Yes, s ir .  

Q F i n a l l y  p a r t  of Bravo Company had t o  be  e x t r a c t e d  
by APC's i n  t h e  a r e a  of My Lai C 4 ) .  Do you r e c a l l  t h a t  
opera t ion?  

A. I r e c a l l  t h e  mul t ip le  opera t ions .  The f a c t  t h a t  
Vietnamese f o r c e s  used I be l i eve  were elements of t h e  4th 
Regiment. I c a n ' t  be p o s i t i v e  about t h a t .  The e x t r a c t i o n  
by APC d o e s n ' t  r i n g  a b e l l .  

Q =  Do you remember any a t t i t u d e  on t h e  p a r t  of Ameri-
cans t h a t  t h e  ARVN's had l e t  them -down on t h e  opera t ion  be-
cause they  f a i l e d  t o  f i l l  a gap o r  t o  move i n  aggress ive ly  
and as  a consequence, they f e l t  t h e  enemy had evaded them? 

A. T h i s  was a f a i r l y  common f e e l i n g ,  s i r .  It could 
be s a i d  f o r  this opera t ion  and of o t h e r s  a l s o ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  
west of t h e  r a i l r o a d .  The 1 1 t h  Brigade,  whi l e  I was t h e r e ,  
t r i e d  t o  inc lude  t h e  Vietnamese i n  t h e i r  p lans .  The b a s i c  
f e e l i n g  was, o r  a s  it was apparent  t o  me as  I i n t e r p r e t e d  
it was t h a t  t h e  value of t h e  j o i n t  opera t ions  was more of 
a mutual t r a i n i n g ,  and t r a i n i n g  t h e  Vietnamese i n  he lp ing  t o  
i n c r e a s e  t h e i r  p a r t i c i p a t i o n ,  than  i n  t h e  o p e r a t i o n a l  suc-
cess  of t h e  opera t ion .  
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Q How d i d  t h e  America1 Divis ion ,  more s p e c i f i c a l l y
t h e  1 1 t h  Brigade, look upon ARVN? Did they t h i n k  t h a t  was 
a p r e t t y  good d i v i s i o n ?  How d id  they f e e l  about them? 

A. Well, again my i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  of t h e  f e e l i n g  of  
t h e  Amer ica lDiv i s ion  w a s  t h a t  it was--

Q - ( In terpos ing)  Well, i f  anybody should know you
should.  You were s i t t i n g  r i g h t  i n  between them. That i s  
t h e  reason I addressed t h e  ques t ions  t o  you. 

A. Yes, s i r .  The 2d ARVN Divis ion was a second-rate 
d i v i s i o n  b u t  no t  t h i r d - r a t e ,  It wasn ' t  a s  good a s  it should 
have been b u t  t h e  people who r a n  it had p o s s i b i l i t i e s .  

& I n  o t h e r  words, t h e  America1 Divis ion d i d n ' t  r e a l l y  
look upon them as  being a f i r s t - c l a s s  f i g h t i n g  u n i t ,  one t h a t  
they r e a l l y  operated with. i n  f u l l  f a i t h  and t r u s t ?  

A. To opera te  w i t h ,  y e s ,  sir. To put  f u l l  t r u s t  i n  
them, no. 

Q Well, you would be very happy r i g h t  now t o  know 
t h a t  t h a t  d i v i s i o n  a t  t h e  p r e s e n t  moment i s  considered per-
haps t h e  b e s t  d i v i s i o n  i n  South Vietnam, having rece ived  
t h e  e s s e n t i a l  combat a s s a u l t  c a p a b i l i t y  t h a t  they  have been 
given from t h e  t ime you have been gone and such t ime as  we 
a r r i v e d  t h e r e  about a month ago. They have improved tre-
mendously m d  a r e  as good as and perhaps S e t t e r  tharr t h e  
1st Division a t  t h e  moment. They a r e  extremely w e l l  thought 
o f .  The per iod  f i a t  we a r e  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  i s  t h e  l a t t e r  
p a r t  of your s e r v i c e ,  from ahout t h e  middle of March t o  
t h e  end of Apr i l .  Now, when d id  this Task Force Barker 
opera t ion  i n t o  this a r e a ,  a s ide  from t h e  f a c t  you c lea red  
t h e  AO, next  come t o  your a t t e n t i o n ?  

I n  w h a t ?  

Q- Well, you made arrangements f o r  t h e  opera t ion  o r  
t h e  AO. Did you know akead of time th.at  they  were going i n  
t h e r e  on t h e  l 6 t h ?  

A. The opera t ion  w a s  c l e a r e d  o r  t h e  a r e a  was c l ea red .  

Q. The AO. was c l ea red .  I understand t h a t .  
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A. Closely resembling i t ,  no, s ir .  

Q Sometime around about t h e  middle of A p r i l ,  d i d  
you make arrangements f o r  General KOSTER t o  s e e  Colonel TOAN? 

A. I very l i k e l y  d i d ,  s ir .  General KOSTER came down 
f requent ly  t o  s e e  Colonel TOAN. 

& - 'Were you ever  pr ivy t o  one of t h e  d i scuss ions  
between General KOSTER and Colonel TOAN? 

A.  No, s ir .  

Q I have here  a l e t t e r  from t h e  d i s t r i c t  ch ief  of 
Son Tinh t o  t h e  province c h i e f ,  dated 11 A p r i l  196 8 ,  of  
which t h e s e  were copies  s e n t  t o  t h e  2d ARVN Divis ion and 
MACV, Quang Ngai Sec tor .  The Vietnamese vers ion  i s  on t h e  
r e a r ,  t h e  English t r a n s l a t i o n  i s  on t h e  f r o n t .  This has 
been entered  i n t o  t h e  record  as  Exh ib i t  M-34. I would ask 
i f  you have seen th i s  document o r  had anything t o  do with 
t h e  handl ing of it? 

A. I donl. t  r e c a l l  it. No, sir. 

Q. You d o n ' t  r e c a l l  having seen i t ?  Did you e v e r  
hear  it discussed?  This from Lieutenant  TAN, who was 
d i s t r i c t  ch ief  of Son Tinh, i n  a nenorandum which he  s e n t  
t o  Lieutenant  Colonel KHIEN,  who w a s  t h e  province c h i e f .  
H e  says  t h a t  t h e  information he has from t h e  v i l l a g e  chief  
and which he i s  r e l a y i n g  there--.the v i l l a g e  ch ie f  of Son 
My--and as is  i n d i c a t e d  on t h e  d i s t r i b u t i o n  a t  t h e  bottom, 
a copy d i d  go t o  Colonel TOAN--.and a copy a l s o  went t o  M r .  
MAY o r  Colonel G U I N N .  

A. I d i d n l ' t  s ee  it and I d o n t t  remember hea r ing  any-
t h i n g  about it. 

Q Did you ever  hear  of a r e p o r t  by t h e  s t a t i c  census 
grievance working with. Nei l1 PREW? M r .  PREW from province? 
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A. Not i n  regard  t o  t h i s .  I t r i e d  t o  read  t h e  census 
gr ievance r e p o r t s ,  a s  many of them as I could g e t  my hands 
on. I d i d n ' t  r e c a l l  hear ing  anything d iscussed  about t h e  
My Lai i n c i d e n t .  

Q Well, I have one here  da ted  18 March 1968. I t ' s  
a l e t t e r  r e p o r t  t o  t h e  c h i e f ,  census gr ievance Quang Ngai. 
This has been en te red  i n t o  t h e  record a s  Exh ib i t  M-31, and 
I would ask if-.-the Vietnamese vers ion  i s  on t h e  second 
page and t h e  English t r a n s l a t i o n  i s  on t h e  f i r s t  page--
whether yourve eve r  seen t h a t ?  

A. S i r ,  I d o n ' t  remember it.. 

Q. Well, i f  you had seen t h i s ,  you probably would've 
remembered it, wouldn ' t you? 

A. If I ' d  seen t h a t ,  I ' m  su re  I would, s ir .  

& I have he re  Exh ib i t  M-30, which i s  a s ta tement  
dated 1 4  Apr i l .  This  i s  signed by Captain RODRIGUEZ,  t h e  
a c t i n g  d i s t r i c t  advisor  of Son Tinh. This  p h o t o s t a t  i s  n o t  
t o o  good, b u t  you can read t h e  s ta tement  on t h e  attachment 
t o  i t ,  which i s  a t r u e  copy. 

A. This  is a copy of t h i s ?  

Q .  That 's r i g h t .  

A. I d o n ' t  remember t h i s ,  s i r .  

Q - This  was no t  c a l l e d  t o  your a t t e n t i o n ?  

A .  No, s i r .  

Q Yes. Now, along about t h i s  t ime,  t h e r e  were 
q u i t e  a bit of l i a i s o n  between t h e  America1 Divis ion and 
Colonel TOAN's  headquarters  and Colonel K H I E N 1 s  headquar ters .  
I ' d  l i k e  you t o  exp la in  t h a t  t o  me. You ev iden t ly  a r e  
f a m i l i a r  with it. You were nodding your head. 

A .  There was a g r e a t  d e a l  of a c t i v i t y .  

Q I ' m  t a l k i n g  about mid-April now. 
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hootch and t h e  man who was i n  it came o u t ,  r an ,  and d id  n o t  
s t o p  when he was t o l d  t o .  There were s e v e r a l  s h o t s  f i r e d  
i n t o  him (pg. 11). The witness  d i d  n o t  f i r e  any of these  
s h o t s  (pg. 11). He saw 50 dead people i n  t h e  f i r s t  h a l f  
of t h e  v i l l a g e .  

c. Movement through t h e  second h a l f  of t h e  v i l l a g e  
and the .  t ak ing  of p r i soners .  

I n  t h e  second h a l f  of t h e  v i l l a g e ,  they pol iced  
15 t o  20 people up who were i n t e r r o g a t e d  a t  t h e  RON by 
t h e  South Vietnamese, l a t e r  i n  t h e  day (pgs. 11, 1 2 )  . Af t e r  
completing t h e  sweep through My Lai ( 4 ) ,  t h e  platoon moved t o  
My Lai (5)  because gunships had k i l l e d  two uniformed ind iv idua l s  
with weapons i n  t h a t  a r e a  (pg. 1 2 )  . From My Lai (5 )  they 
went t o  t h e  l a a g e r  a rea  which w a s  a graveyard where they 
joined with B/4/3 (pg. 13)  . 

d.  C i v i l i a n s  i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  of My Lai ( 4 ) .  

The 50 people t h a t  t h e  wi tness  saw s h o t  i n  t h e  f i r s t  
h a l f  of t h e  v i l l a g e  were n o t  a l l  running away (pgs.  11, 13 ,  
20) .  He f e l t  t h a t  some were h id ing  i n  bunkers (pg. 20) .  
There were 20 people whom t h e  p la toon passed by and l e t  go. 
These people w e r e  p r imar i ly  i n s i d e  hootches,  and 1 0  t o  15 
percent  had been wounded (pg. 2 1 ) .  Of t h e  50 dead, t h e r e  
were poss ib ly  f i v e  o r  LO ch i ld ren  below t h e  age of 12 
(pg. 2 2 )  . I n  t h e  l aager  a r e a ,  where t h e  Vietnamese 
i n t e r r o g a t o r s  quest ioned some of t h e  p r i s o n e r s ,  t h e  wi tness  
heard they d i d  it i n  a d i t c h .  He f e l t  t h i s  was t o  
prevent  t h e  r e s t  of t h e  company from see ing  it. He heard 
t h a t  they c u t  o f f  a . f inger  (pg. 16) . When a p r i soner  
would n o t  answer they would c u t  o f f  h i s  e a r ,  and i f  h i s  
s i l e n c e  continued they would shoot  him and then  go on t o  
t h e  next  one (pg. 1 6 ) .  This was being done by t h e  Nat ional  
Po l i ce  and although he d i d  no t  see  it himself he thought 
t h a t  they k i l l e d  two (pgs. 1 6 ,  17) . 

e. Movement t o  My Lai ( 5 ) .  

When t h e  second platoon moved t o  t h e  n o r t h e a s t ,  
a l l  t h r e e  squads were a b r e a s t  of each o t h e r  f o r  a 100-150 
meter f r o n t  (pg. 35) .  Nothing t h a t  happened i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  
s tood o u t  p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n  h i s  mind (pg. 35) .  

f .  A c t i v i t i e s  of o f f i c e r s  during t h e  a s s a u l t .  

The wi tness  heard t h a t  CALLEY'S p la toon had 
pol iced  up people,  put  t h e m  i n t o  groups,  and then s h o t  them 

(JOLLY) 3 SUM APP T-57 

CONFIDENTIAL 




CONFIDENTIAL 

h i s  head bowed and more o r  l e s s  with h i s  t a i l  between h i s  
l e g s ,  he would walk away with a smi le  on h i s  face .  I am n o t  
saying he ignored an o f f i c e r  of h igher  rank,  but  I am saying 
t h a t  it seemed t h a t  he d i d  no t  l e t  it g e t  under h i s  sk in .  
He d id  n o t  l e t  an o f f i c e r  of h igher  rank d i s t u r b  him. 

Q Speaking of a t t i t u d e  toward t h e  men i n  t h e  
p la toon,  he didn '  t supervise  very c lose ly  t h e i r  performance 
of duty? 

A. He depended upon h i s  squad l eader s  t o  do t h i s  
a g r e a t  dea l .  He had some good squad l e a d e r s .  Occasionally 
he would check on what they were supposed t o  be doing. I f  
they were doing r i g h t ,  f i n e .  But he would n o t  do it i n  t h e ,  
t r a d i t i o n a l  Army manner: T e l l  t h e  squad l eader  t o  t e l l  t h e  
men. He would of tent imes d i r e c t l y  t e l l  t he  men. 

Q By-pass t h e  squad l eader s?  

A.  Yes, sir. Oftentimes he d id  not  i n s i s t  on being 
c a l l e d  " s i r "  which was, I th ink ,  a good idea  i n  combat s i t-
uat ion .  He was a very popular platoon l e a d e r .  

Q. D o  you remember t h e  opera t ion  of Char l ie  Company 
t h a t  a f t e r ~ o o na f t e r  you l e f t  My Lai ( 4 )  and My Lai ( 5 ) ?  Did 
anything of s i g n i f i c a n c e  occur between t h a t  .time and t h e  
time you laagered  i n  f o r  t h e  n ight?  

A. I can remember when we laagered i n ,  w e l l ,  a f t e r  
we l e f t  My L a i ( 4 ) ,  it more o r  l e s s  turned  i n t o  a search and 
c l e a r  mission. There may have been a few hootches burned, 
I d o n ' t  t h i n k  t h e r e  were. But I can remember when we d i d  
l a a g e r  i n ,  t h e  Vietnamese i n t e r r o g a t o r s  quest ioned some 
i n d i v i d u a l s ,  and when they refused  t o  answer--I had heard 
t h a t  they d i d  t h i s  o f f  i n  a d i t c h ;  I th ink  t h i s  was something 
t o  prevent  more o r  l e s s  the  rest of t h e  company see ing  it--I 
had heard t h a t  they c u t  o f f  a f i n g e r .  And when they wouldn't  
answer they would c u t  o f f  h i s  e a r ,  and when he wouldn ' t  t a l k  
then ,  they would shoot  one,  and then they would go on t o  t h e  
next  one. I th ink  t h i s  kept  up--

Q ( In te rpos ing)  Are you t a l k i n g  about members of 
the  Nat ional  Pol ice?  

A. Yes, s ir .  
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3. OTHER INFORMATION. 

a .  KEATING se rved  i n  h i s  1 6  March 1968 assignment from 
August 1967 u n t i l  March o f  1969 (pg. 3 ) .  

b.  The w i t n e s s  had n o t  d i s c u s s e d  t h e  i n c i d e n t  w i th  
anyone i n  a r e s p o n s i b l e  p o s i t i o n  who might have been 
connected w i t h  it. 

c. H e  d i d  n o t  have r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  t h e  P o l i c e  F i e l d  
Forces  excep t  	f o r  t h e i r  involvement i n  t h e  Phoenix program 
(pg. 5 ) .  KEATING expla ined  t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  between t h e  
Revolut ionary Development Cadre teams,  t h e  Phoenix program, 
and t h e  census  g r i evance  teams (pg.  5 )  . 

d. The f i r s t  knowledge t h a t  t h e  w i t n e s s  had t h a t  some-
t h i n g  may have occur red  i n  My L a i  w a s  from t h e  news media 
a f t e r  r e t u r n i n g  t o  CONUS (pg.  18)  . 

e. There was no i n d i c a t i o n  from Colonel  HENDERSON i n  
his '  v i s i t s  w i th  Colonel  K H I E N  t h a t  HENDERSON w a s  conduct ing 

. an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  (pg.  2 2 )  . 
f .  KEATING cons idered  Colonel  G U I N N  as a competent 

i n d i v i d u a l  w i th  whom he had worked c l o s e l y .  
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Q And d i d  you have any r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  a t  t h a t  t i m e  
f o r  t h e  P o l i c e  F i e l d  Forces?  

A. . No, s i r ,  o t h e r  t h a n  t h e  necessary  c o o r d i n a t i o n  t h a t  
was r e q u i r e d  i n  t h e  Phoenix program. The province  s e n i o r  ad-
v i s o r  was t h e  s e n i o r  c o o r d i n a t o r .  I b e l i e v e  t h a t  was t h e  t i t l e  
we w e r e  c a r r y i n g  a t  t h a t  t i m e .  I was M r .  BURKE'S  primary as-
s i s t a n t  i n  t h a t  r e g a r d ,  and s o  I g o t  involved wi th  t h e  P o l i c e  
F i e l d  Forces from t h e  s t a n d p o i n t  of  how they  were involved  i n  
t h e  Phoenix program. 

Q - W e l l ,  he had ano the r  i n d i v i d u a l  t h a t  w a s  r e spons i -
b l e  f o r  bo th  t h e  p o l i c e  and P o l i c e  F i e l d  Forces?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  

Q Eviden t ly  a p u b l i c  s a f e t y  o f f i c e r  from A I D ,  I 
would imagine. 

A.  Y e s ,  sir.  

Q m  Now would you e x p l a i n  a l i t t l e  b i t  more. t h e  i n t e r -
r e l a t i o n  between t h e  Revolut ionary Development cad re  teams and 
t h e  census g r i evance  teams o r  committees and a l s o  w i th  t h e  
Phoenix program. 

A. The Phoenix program, s i r ,  was t h e  program t h a t  
was designed t o  have a p o i n t  of  c o n t a c t  f o r  a l l  of t h e  d i f -
f e r e n t  people  and o r g a n i z a t i o n s  t h a t  should be involved  i n  
t h e  f i g h t  a g a i n s t  t h e  over  used word of i n f r a s t r u c t u r e ,  V i e t  
Cong. I n  t h i s  p o s i t i o n ,  be ing  primary a s s i s t a n t  t o  M r .  
BURKE, I was r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  c o o r d i n a t i n g  t h e  U.S. e f f o r t  and 
t o  encourage t h e  Vietnamese t o  make t h i s  program run.  I 
took probably a l i t t l e  d i f f e r e n t  t a c t i c  t han  a l o t  of advi-
s o r s  d i d .  Through t h e  American adv i so r s  t o  t h e s e  d i f f e r e n t  
o r g a n i z a t i o n s ,  I t r i e d  t o  g e t  t h e  Vietnamese t o  f e e l  l i k e  
they  were t h i n k i n g  of t h e s e  t h i n g s  and it was t h e i r  i d e a .  
Country boy psychology I guess  you 'd  c a l l  i t .  We a t tempted  
t o  c o o r d i n a t e  a l l  of  t h e s e  d i f f e r e n t  e f f o r t s ,  which was a 
new t h i n g  t o  t h e  Vietnamese. This  i d e z  of d i f f e r e n t  agen-
c i e s  working t o g e t h e r  was complete ly  s t r a n g e  t o  them. Th i s  
took a l o t  of t a l k i n g  and working. The f i r s t  major o b s t a c l e  
was t o  overcome t h i s  i d e a  of  who's going t o  go t o  whose 
o f f i c e  f i r s t  and t r y  t o  g e t  them t o  t a l k  t o  each o t h e r .  
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Q. Pro toco l?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  Of course  t h e  change of command i n  t h e  
Vietnamese government a t  t h a t  t i m e  was p r e t t y  v e r t i c a l  from 
Saigon down t o  t h e  d i f f e r e n t  agenc ies  and provinces .  They 
d i d n ' t  t h i n k  they  could t a l k  t o  each o t h e r  i n  t h e  prov ince  
w i t h o u t  g e t t i n g  permiss ion  from Saigon.  "You can go over  and 
t a l k  t o  each o t h e r . "  This  i s  what I cons idered  t h e  b i g g e s t  
cha l l enge  t o  t h i s  t h i n g ,  t o  t r y  t o  g e t  them t o  f e e l  l i k e  t hey  
could t a l k  t o  each o t h e r  w i thou t  t a k i n g  commands from each 
o t h e r .  I hope t h a t  i n  some ways I d i d  accomplish t h a t  t o  a 
c e r t a i n  e x t e n t .  I found t h a t  once I could  g e t  them a l l  i n  a 
room t o g e t h e r  and g e t  them t a l k i n g  t o  each o t h e r  t hey  found 
o u t  what they  could h e l p  each o t h e r  w i th .  They could  come 
up w i t h  t h e  s o l u t i o n s  themselves ,  and i f  they  came up wi th  a 
Vietnamese s o l u t i o n  t o  t h e i r  problem it would work much b e t t e r  
than  something w e  Americans could s i t  down and f i g u r e  o u t  f o r  
them. They came up wi th  t h e i r  Vietnamese s o l u t i o n ,  and they  
could make t h a t  work, where they  c o u l d n ' t  t a k e  something t h a t  
w e  dreamed up and make it work. This  was one of t h e  b i g g e s t  
cha l l enges  I thought  t h a t  I had.  

Q Would you e x p l a i n  a l i t t l e  b i t  about  t h e  Census 
Grievance Committees and how they  func t ioned?  

A. The census g r i evance  i d e a ,  t h e  b e s t  way I can 
d e s c r i b e  it o r  what I used as a comparison is  t h e  ombudsman. 
I b e l i e v e  t h a t  is  t h e  word t h a t  t hey  used t h a t  t h e y  have i n  
a l o t  of  t h e  Scandinavian c o u n t r i e s .  I t h i n k  t h e r e ' s  a cer-
t a i n  p a r a l l e l  h e r e .  The i d e a  w a s  t o  t a k e  an i n d i v i d u a l  who 
w a s  known i n  h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  hamlet  o r  v i l l a g e  and had a ce r -
t a i n  amount of r e s p e c t  due h i m . a s  a person  and se t  him up w i t h  
a p l a c e  t h a t  he could  t a l k  t o  a l l  of t h e  people  i n  t h e  hamlet  
and t a k e  a census ,  draw maps of t h e  hamlet  and t r y  t o  i n  
some sma l l  way be t h e  fo re runne r  of what I thought  would even-
t u a l l y  be t h e  census  bureau i n  t h e  Uni ted  S t a t e s .  I d o n ' t  
t h i n k  anybody's  g o t  a good count  on how many people  t h e r e  a r e  
i n  South Vietnam, and where they a r e ,  and t h i s  would have been 
t h e  fo re runne r  of t h e  r eco rds  f o r  any such government agency 
t h a t  may develop.  And a t  t h e  s a m e  t ime it provides  a place--
I ' m  speaking i n  t h e o r y ,  it d i d n ' t  always work t h i s  way as I ' m  
s u r e  y o u ' r e  aware, s ir--where every  i n d i v i d u a l  i n  t h e  ham-
l e t  w a s  r e q u i r e d  t o  go and g i v e  c e r t a i n  v i t a l  s t a t i s t i c s  about  
where he w a s  born and how many c h i l d r e n  he had and who he 
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marr ied  and t h i s  s o r t  of  t h ing .  The i n t e n t  was t o  p rov ide  an 
i n d i v i d u a l  w i t h  a requi rement  t h a t  he  must go t o  t h i s  p a r t i c u -
l a r  o f f i c e  s o  i f  t h e r e  were any,  and t h e r e  were,  V i e t  Cong sym-
p a t h i z e r s  o r  cadre  i n  t h e  hamlet  no i n d i v i d u a l  could be s i n g l e d  
o u t  as  p o i n t i n g  t h e  f i n g e r  o r  g i v i n g  in format ion  about  t h e  
V i e t  Cong. I t  was a l s o  t o  p rov ide  a  p l ace  where t h e  people  
could p r e s e n t  g r i evances  t o  someone i n  t h e i r  own hamlet  t h a t  
would e v e n t u a l l y  f i l t e r  up t h e  cha in  of command t o  someone t h a t  
cou ld  do something about  it. Grievances a g a i n s t  t h e i r  own gov-
ernment I might add. The i n t e n t  was t o  p rov ide  a means, i f  
they  g o t  t h e i r  g r i evance  s o l v e d ,  t hen  maybe t h e  n e x t  t i m e  they. 
came i n  they  would be a l i t t l e  more l o y a l  t o  t h e  government 
and maybe g ive  a  l i t t l e  more in format ion  and h o p e f u l l y  g e t  a 
round c i r c l e  of  f e e l i n g ,  l i k e  be longing  t o  t h e  government. 
But it was a way t o  p rov ide  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  c i t i z e n  a way t o  
f eed  in format ion  i n t o  h i s  government w i thou t  r e a l l y  l e t t i n g  
it be  known p u b l i c l y  t h a t  he  had ,  s o  t h a t  he c o u l d n ' t  be  f i n -
gered.  Hopeful ly ,  i f  h e  p re sen ted  t h e  g r i evance ,  and he g o t  
some k ind  of s a t i s f a c t i o n  o u t  of i t ,  whether  anybody e l s e  knew 
about it o r  n o t ,  he  knew it, and he may nex t  t ime come i n  w i t h  
a l i t t l e  more in format ion .  

Q That  w a s  a l s o  a means of them having a v o i c e  i n  
what w a s  d e s i r e d  i n  terms of schools .  

A.  Yes, sir.  

Q. Would you j u s t  comment i n  a broad v e i n  about  your  
r e l a t i o n s  wi th  your Vietnamese c o u n t e r p a r t s  and o t h e r  Vietnam- . 
ese .  Could you speak t h e  language,  f o r  example? 

A. Very l i t t l e ,  s i r ,  ve ry  l i t t l e .  I unders tood con-
s i d e r a b l y  b u t  I spoke ve ry  l i t t l e .  I f e l t  by and a l l  t h a t  I 
had good r e l a t i o n s  w i th  t h e  Vietnamese, bo th  my c o u n t e r p a r t s  
and t h e  people  who worked f o r  m e  and t h e  Vietnamese i n  gen-
e r a l .  I had some d i f f i c u l t y  w i t h  my l o c a l  employees j u s t  p r i o r  
t o  my d e p a r t u r e  t h e r e  t h a t  I t h i n k  g o t  s e t t l e d  t o  everybody 's  
s a t i s f a c t i o n  b e f o r e  I l e f t .  A l l  t h i n g s  cons ide red ,  i n  a com-
p l e t e  180 degree  d i f f e r e n c e  between t h e  Asian o r  Vietnamese 
c u l t u r e  and t h e  American c u l t u r e  I t h i n k  t h a t  I probably g o t  
a long  a s  w e l l  w i th  t h e  Vietnamese a s  most Americans and i n  
some cases  a l o t  b e t t e r  t han  a  l o t - o f  them. I s t i l l  c o n s i d e r  
a l o t  of people  over  t h e r e  as pe r sona l  f r i e n d s  t h a t  I ' d  l i k e  
t o  go back and s e e .  
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Q With r e s p e c t  t o  t h e  census g r i evance  group,  I be-
l i e v e  you had an a d v i s o r  t h e r e  by t h e  name of Maurice N e i l 1  
PREW, g e n e r a l l y  known by t h e  Vietnamese a s  M r .  N3ILL? 

A .  Y e s ,  sir.  

Q - How d i d  you work i n  r e l a t i o n  t o  him a s  f a r  a s  t h e  
census. g r ievance  teams were concerned,  and a s  f a r  a s  h i s  V i e t - ' 

namese c o u n t e r p a r t s  were concerned? 

A .  H e  w a s  my p r i n c i p a l  a s s i s t a n t  as f a r  as t h e  cen-
s u s  gr ievance .  I r e q u i r e d  him t o  look over  and keep t r a c k  of 
t h e  r e c e i p t s  and money and how they  were s p e n t  t h a t  went i n  t o  
t h e  census g r i evance  program, be  t h e  g e n e r a l  o v e r s e e r  of t h e  
program, and t o  work wi th  M r .  TE who was t h e  c h i e f  of t h e  
s t a t i c  census g r i evance ,  a program t h a t  I thought  was running 
f a i r l y  w e l l .  I had an unders tanding  w i t h  M r .  TE r i g h t  a f t e r  
I took o v e r  t h e  job from my predecessor .  I c a n ' t  r e c a l l  h i s  
name r i g h t  now. When I took ove r  t h e  job,  M r .  TE was k ind  of 

. under a  c loud as f a r  a s  my p redeces so r  was concerned.  H e  
d i d n ' t  l i k e  him as a person ,  and he was a lmost  ready t o  wipe 
o u t  t h e  census g r i evance  program. He f e l t  l i k e  it was up t o  
no good and was used s t r i c t l y  f o r  p o l i t i c a l  ang le s .  Right 
a f t e r  I took over  I had M r .  TE i n  my o f f i c e  and s a t  him down 
and p r e t t y  w e l l  l a i d  t h e  l a w  down t o  him as t o  what I d e s i r e d  
t o  have an unders tanding  w i t h  him as an i n d i v i d u a l .  I f e l t  

. t h a t  a s  a r e s u l t  he  knew t h a t  i f  he  g o t  a l i t t l e  b i t  o u t  of 
l i n e  o r  i f  I suspec t ed  t h a t  he was g e t t i n g  o u t  of l i n e ,  he 
knew me w e l l  enough t o  know, i n  t h e  v e r n a c u l a r ,  I ' d  chop 
h i s  head o f f .  I ' d  c u t  o f f  h i s  funds  i n  o t h e r  words. One 
of t h e  advantages of t h e  job was t h a t  t h i s  b u s i n e s s  of put-
t i n g  t h e  money i n  a t  t h e  prov ince  l e v e l  gave t h e  adv i so r  a t  
t h e  prov ince  l e v e l  a l i t t l e  b e t t e r  l e v e r  t h a n  we g e n e r a l l y  
had when I was an adv i so r  i n  t h e  2d ARVN Div i s ion  p r i o r  t o  
t h i s  a s  a m i l i t a r y  a d v i s o r .  Of course ,  w e  d i d n ' t  have t h i s  
l i t t l e  e x t r a  l eve rage  of be ing  a b l e  t o  c o n t r o l  some of t h e  
money. So I f e l t  l i k e  M r .  TE and I had a mutual  understand-

' i n g  and a mutual  r e s p e c t  a l though  we w e r e n ' t  on a s  c l o s e  a 
f r i e n d l y  b a s i s  a s  some of  t h e  o t h e r  VietnSmese. But a t  
l e a s t  we knew where each o t h e r  s tood .  

Q. Well,  t h a t  one b i g  d i f f e r e n c e  you had i s  t h e  f a c t  
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t h a t  you d i d  have a tremendous l e v e r  i n  t h a t  you could c u t  o f f  
M r .  T E ' s  s a l a r y .  I n  e f f e c t ,  it almost  made them employees of 
yours ,  

A. I n  M r .  T E ' s  c a s e ,  he was a government c i v i l  em-
ployee.  H e  g o t  h i s  s a l a r y  through what is  l e f t  of t h e  c i v i l  
s e r v i c e  machine i n  t h e  Vietnamese government. H i s  s a l a r y  w a s  
p r e t t y  w e l l  t aken  c a r e  o f ,  b u t  t h e  people  t h a t  run t h e  census 
g r i evance ,  y e s ,  t h e i r  s a l a r y  was t h e  one I was r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  
s e e i n g  t o  it t h a t  it g o t  t o  them. 

Q - You d i d n ' t  q u i t e  have t h e  same l e v e r  on him per-
s o n a l l y  a s  you d i d  have on t h e  o v e r a l l  mechanism? 

A. T h a t ' s  r i g h t .  Now I never  had t o  use  t h i s  l e v e r -
age.  A s  a m a t t e r  of f a c t ,  I d i d n ' t  even,  a s  I r e c a l l ,  i n  ou r  
conve r sa t ion  w i t h  M r .  TE even mention t h a t  f a c t  t h a t  I w a s  
t h e  guy t h a t  w a s  c a r r y i n g  t h e  money. This  w a s  something t h a t  
I t h i n k  was unders tood wi th  t h e s e  peop le ,  and I never  t r i e d  t o  
use t h i s  a t  a l l .  I would have r a t h e r  used f r i e n d l y  persua-
s i o n  and t a l k  t o  them. I t h i n k  t h a t  t h e  purpose of t h e  money 
be ing  p u t  down a t  t h e  prov ince  l e v e l  was n o t  f o r  t h e  purpose 
of  g iv ing  you l eve rage  b u t  f o r  t h e  purpose of s e e i n g  t o  it 
t h a t  t h e  people  t h a t  were working i n  t h e s e  d i f f e r e n t  pro-
grams t h a t  we had r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  d i d  i n  f a c t  g e t  p a i d  
every payday. Thcy were u s ing  t h e  American mechanism t o  g e t  
it down t o  t h e  prov ince  r a t h e r  t han  t h e  a r c h a i c  and p r e t t y  
w e l l  d i s r u p t e d  Vietnamese government system t o  g e t  it down 
t o  t h a t  l e v e l .  I t h i n k  t h i s  was more t h e  purpose of it t h a n  
t o  g i v e  t h e  prov ince  o f f i c e r  a l e v e r a g e ,  and consequent ly  I 
d i d n ' t  use  it t h a t  way. 

Q Were -you aware o f  Task Force Barker?  

A.  S i r ,  w e  a l l  hea rd  of Task Force Barker .  

Q. Did you e v e r  go up and c a l l  on  them? 

A. No, s ir .  

Q . Were you f a m i l i a r  w i t h  Colonel  BARKER h imse l f ?  

A. No, s ir ,  
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they  may have f e l t  l i k e  t h e r e ' s  a p o s s i b i l i t y  t h a t  M r .  TE looked 
t h i s  over  and p l a c e d  no v a l i d i t y  t o  it and dec ided  on h i s  own 
t h a t  he w a s  n o t  go ing  t o  even p a s s  t h i s  on t o  anybody. Now, 
e x a c t l y  what happened, s i r ,  I d o n ' t  know. The way t h a t  I was 
t r y i n g  t o  run t h e  program was t h a t  t h e  prov ince  c h i e f  would 
feel l i k e  t h e  i n fo rma t ion  t h a t  came o u t  o f  t h e  census  g r i evance  
program w a s  h i s  i n fo rma t ion ,  n o t  my in fo rma t ion .  Even i f  I 
had t r i e d  t o  be  s o  s i l l y  as t o  demand t h a t  M r .  TE b r i n g  every-
t h i n g  t o  m e ,  s i r ,  I t h i n k  y o u ' r e  aware of t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h i s  
would have been something imposs ib le  t o  e n f o r c e  anyway. 

&. Could it  have been t h a t  t h i s  a l l e g a t i o n  be ing
a g a i n s t  t h e  Americans was something t h a t  h e  d i d n ' t  f e e l  t h a t  
he should  r e p o r t  w i t h o u t  a t  leas t  a d d i t i o n a l  back up f o r  it? 

A. S i r ,  t h a t ' s  a p o s s i b i l i t y .  The re ' s  ano the r  pos-
s i b i l i t y  t h a t  M r .  T E ,  as t h e  psychology o f  t h e  Vietnamese peo-
p l e  was such t h a t  i n  a l o t  o f  c a s e s  t h e y ' r e  a g r e a t  hand t o  
t e l l  you what t hey  t h i n k  you want t o  h e a r  r a t h e r  t h a n  what 
t h e  f a c t s  o f  l i f e  a r e .  This  i s  ano the r  case where t hey  might 
have f e l t  l i k e  "Well,  t h i s  i s  unpleasan t .  M r .  Don would 
never  want t o  know about t h i s . "  

Q Did you have anyth ing  t o  do wi th  t h e  r e fugees?  

A. Yes, s ir .  A n d  t h e  Red Cross  he lped .  

Q- I w a s  t h i n k i n g  p r i m a r i l y  o f  t h e  people  such as 
t h e  v i l l a g e  c h i e f  o f  Son My V i l l a g e  who w a s  n o t  i n  Son MY 
b u t  s t a y e d  p r e t t y  c l o s e  t o  t h e  r e f u g e e s ,  where many o f  h i s  
people w e r e ,  down a long  Highway 58 t o  t h e  nor thwes t  o f  Quang 
Ngai and a l s o  a long  521 t o  t h e  n o r t h e a s t  of  Quang Ngai. 

A. There w e r e  many o f  t h e  v i l l a g e  c h i e f s  and hamlet  
c h i e f s ,  government v i l l a g e  and hamlet  c h i e f s  t h a t  were ,  you 
might s a y ,  governments i n  e x i l e .  

Q. Did you e v e r  h e a r  o f  a r e p o r t  from a v i l l a g e  
ch i e f  t o  t h e  d i s t r i c t ,  t h e  v i l l a g e  c h i e f  o f  Son My t o  t h e  
d i s t r i c t  c h i e f  o f  Son Tinh which had t o  do w i t h  something 
which may have occu r red  a t  My L a i  (4)? A c t u a l l y  t h e  V i e t -
namese know t h a t  a r e a  a s  t h e  hamlet  o f  Tu Cung.  

A. Y e s ,  sir.  
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Q Who 1.b e l i e v e  w a s  i n  your RD cad re  program? 

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q And he seemed t o  be  on r a t h e r  i n t i m a t e  t e r m s  w i t h  
M r .  RAMSDELL. This  is  t h e  reason  f o r  my a sk ing  whether  o r  n o t  
t h i s  l i a i s o n  extended t o  you and your  o f f i c e .  

A.  S i r ,  I r e c a l l  Bob, M r .  RAMSDELL, commenting sev-
e r a l  t imes t h a t  he  had made o r  was making c l o s e  l i a i s o n  w i t h  
a c e r t a i n  NCO i n  t h e  m i l i t a r y  p o l i c e .  -Imay have m e t  t h e  i n -
d i v i d u a l  b u t  j u s t  t o  come o u t  wi th  a name l i k e  you d i d  t h e r e  , 
t o  beg in  w i t h ,  it d i d n ' t  r i n g  a b e l l  w i t h  m e ,  sir.  

Q - (To r e p o r t e r )  W i l l  you r e v i s e  t h e  r eco rd  t o  i n -
d i c a t e  t h a t  M r .  RAMSDELL is  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  P o l i c e  S p e c i a l  
Branch--PSB? 

Did you e v e r  a t  any t ime by rumor o r  by i n t u i t i o n  
o r  o the rwi se  e v e r  s u s p e c t  t h a t  something unusua l  had occur red  
o u t  i n  t h i s  a r e a ?  

A. No, s i r .  The f i r s t  i n d i c a t i o n  t h a t  I g o t  came as 
q u i t e  a s u r p r i s e  i n  t h e  newspaper. A s  i n  any armed c o n f l i c t  
I ' m  s u r e ,  t h e r e ' s  always t h e  accusa t ions  be ing  made of  people  
doing t h e  wrong t h i n g s  a t  t h e  r i g h t  t ime .  W e  hea rd  t h e  normal 
b i t  of t h i s  and o c c a s i o n a l l y  had Vietnamese come i n  and com-
p l a i n  about a c t s  done by t h e  American s o l d i e r s  t h a t  were usu-
a l l y  passed on t o  t h e  m i l i t a r y  u n i t  concerned.  But t h i s  par-
t i c u l a r  i n c i d e n t ,  no,  s i r ,  it j u s t  d i d n ' t  come t o  m e .  

MR MACCRATE: Do you have i n  your program a L i e u t e n a n t  DAWKINS 
who worked o u t  a t  Son Tinh D i s t r i c t ?  

A. Yes, s ir .  He w a s  t h e  Phoenix o r  TOC c o o r d i n a t o r  
t h e r e  a t  Son . ~ i n h .  

Q Did he move f r e q u e n t l y  back and f o r t h  between Son 
Tinh headqua r t e r s  and Quang Ngai Ci ty?  

A .  You d o n ' t  mean change of assignment? You mean 
moving, p h y s i c a l  movement back and f o r t h .  
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Q - P h y s i c a l  movement. 

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  I t  was r i g h t  c l o s e .  Usual ly  t h e  team 
a t  Son Tinh was c l o s e  enough i n  t h a t  t hey  came i n  u s u a l l y  f o r  
t h e i r  ma i l  eve ry  day,  back i n t o  t h e  compound. So, y e s ,  he 
d id .  I can say  t h a t  he g o t  involved  i n  t h i s  a s  much a s  any-
body e l s e ,  i n  movement back and f o r t h .  

Q- What were your  r e l a t i o n s  w i th  Colonel  GUINN? 

A. H e  was M r .  BURKE'S deputy,  and I was a member of  
t h e  s t a f f .  

Q- A c t u a l l y  t h i s  i s  du r ing  t h e  p e r i o d  b e f o r e  M r .  
BURKE came t h a t  w e ' r e  f ocus ing  upon. M r .  BURKE came i n  i n  
June, I r e c a l l  of  1968. 

A. Colonel  G U I N N  was M r .  MAY I s  deputy ,  and I was a 
member of t h e  s t a f f .  

Q W e l l ,  d i d  some changes come about  i n  t h e  organi -
z a t i o n  and t h e  way t h i n g s  were be ing  handled wi th  t h e  change 
from M r .  MAY t o  M r .  BURKE? We g o t  a c e r t a i n  feedback a t  t h i s  
t i m e  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  some d i f f e r e n c e  between t h e  o p e r a t i o n  of 
t h e  prov ince  team a f t e r  M r .  BURKE'S a r r i v a l  t h a n  b e f o r e .  

A .  Y e s ,  s i r .  Any t ime  t h e  head man changes t h e r e ' s  
u s u a l l y  some minor changes i n  who works f o r  who and what t h e  
r u l e s  of t h e  game a r e .  But,  s p e c i f i c a l l y ,  M r .  MAY was t h e  
t ype  of i n d i v i d u a l  who was p r e t t y  much of a hip-pocket  type  
o p e r a t o r ,  t h a t  was n o t  much f o r  formal  l a y i n g  o u t  of o rgan i -
z a t i o n a l  c h a r t s  and de te rmin ing  who worked f o r  who and s o  
f o r t h .  And t h i s  i s  n o t  meant t o  be c r i t i c i s m  of M r .  MAY; 
i t ' s  my a n a l y s i s  of t h e  way he d i d  t h i n g s .  Consequently,  
the c o n t r o l  of t h e  d i f f e r e n t  American programs w i t h i n  t h e  
prov ince  was n o t  coo rd ina t ed  as c l o s e l y  a s  it d i d  when M r .  
BURKE took o v e r ,  who was more of a man t h a t  was i n t e r e s t e d  
i n  running a t i g h t e r  o r g a n i z a t i o n  a long  d e f i n i t e  l i n e s  of 
who worked f o r  who and s o  f o r t h .  Both of them g o t  t h e  job 
done. 

Q • How d i d  t h i s  a f f e c t  your r e l a t i o n s  w i t h  Colonel  
GUINN and your  c o n t a c t s  w i th  him and your  work w i t h  him? 
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A.  We worked almost  on a d a i l y  b a s i s  and I cons ide r  
Colonel  Guinn a q u i t e  competent i n d i v i d u a l  and a p e r s o n a l  
f r i e n d .  W e  worked t o g e t h e r  q u i t e  c l o s e l y .  

Q This  was n o t  a f f e c t e d  by t h e  s i t u a t i o n  s o  f a r  a s  
t h e  prov ince  s e n i o r  adv i so r  was concerned? 

A.  Not as f a r  as I was concerned,  no, s ir .  

Q Did Colonel  G U I N N  's p o s i t i o n  change? 

A. W e l l ,  I would say ,  s i r ,  t h a t  du r ing  t h e  T e t  
o f f e n s i v e  when t h e  s i t u a t i o n  was more of a m i l i t a r y  s i t u a t i o n ,  . 
r e a l l y ,  du r ing  t h e  t i m e  t h a t  t h e  VC were i n  town t h e r e  f o r  a 
few days ,  probably Colonel  G U I N N  was t h e  more dominant 
i n d i v i d u a l  on t h e  prov ince  team. A s  a m a t t e r  of f a c t ,  I d o n ' t  
r e c a l l  t h a t  M r .  MAY was even i n  town when t h i s  happened. 
This  k ind  of s t r i k e s  my mind as maybe he may have been gone 
someplace, b u t  I c a n ' t  swear t o  t h a t  under oa th .  But I 
would say  t h a t  t h e r e  w a s  a p e r i o d  of a few days t h e r e  when, 
r i g h t f u l l y ,  t h e  m i l i t a r y  deputy may have been running t h i n g s  
a l i t t l e  b i t  more t h a n  he  normally would. But as f a r  as a 
change of r e l a t i o n s h i p  between Colonel  G U I N N  and I ,  when t h e  
prov ince  s e n i o r  a d v i s o r  p o s i t i o n  was changed from M r .  MAY t o  . 
M r .  BURKE I t h i n k  t h a t  w e  con t inued  t o  coo rd ina t e .  Maybe it 
w a s  a l i t t l e  more f o m a l  than  it had been under M r .  MAY, b u t  
I d o n ' t  t h i n k  t h e r e  was t h a t  much of a change. 

Q Which one of you had t h e  p r i n c i p a l  d e a l i n g  w i t h  
Colonel  KHIEN? The deputy p rov ince  a d v i s o r ,  I assume, would . 
s e e  Colonel  K H I E N  d a i l y .  Would you a l s o  be  i n  touch w i t h  him 
t h a t  f r e q u e n t l y ?  

A. There  w a s  a p e r i o d  t h e r e  p r i o r  t o  t h i s  a l l e g e d  
i n c i d e n t  happening. There was a p e r i o d  t h e r e  du r ing  T e t  and 
s h o r t l y  t h e r e a f t e r ,  when I t h i n k  t h a t  probably Colonel  G U I N N  
and I w e r e  probably t h e  two Americans most i n  c o n t a c t  w i t h  
Colonel  K H I E N .  I would l i k e  t o  t h i n k  t h a t  Colonel  K H I E N  
t r u s t e d  me, and I f e l t  l i k e  I could t a l k  t o  him. The t h r e e  
of us were t o g e t h e r  q u i t e  a b i t  du r ing  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  t i m e .  
A f t e r  t h i s  I c a n ' t  say t h a t  I saw Colonel  K H I E N  on a d a i l y  
b a s i s .  I can say  t h a t  I had g e n e r a l l y  acces s  t o  Colonel  
K H I E N  any t ime t h a t  I wanted t o ,  even a f t e r  M r .  BURKE came 
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t h i n g s  t h e  head man and h i s  deputy may d i s c u s s  t h a t  won1t g e t  
d i s c u s s e d  w i t h  o t h e r  people  o f  t h e  s t a f f .  However, I never  
had t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  f e e l i n g .  

Q I g e t  t h e  impress ion t h a t  you were ve ry  much a t  
t h e  c e n t e r .  of t h i s ,  and you had t h i s  r e l a t i o n  w i t h  Colonel  
K H I E N .  How t h i s  has  come through t o  u s ,  a s  General  PEERS 
s a i d ,  i s  from o t h e r s  who w e r e  t h e r e  a t  t h e  t i m e .  

A. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  any th ing  of t h i s  n a t u r e ,  of  t h i s  
magnitude, any a c c u s a t i o n  b e i n g  made a g a i n s t  t h e  American 
m i l i t a r y .  

Q Do you have any r e c o l l e c t i o n  of Colonel  HENDERSON 
of t h e  1 1 t h  Brigade v i s i t i n g  t h e  prov ince  c h i e f ?  

A. H e  d i d  s o .  They were t o g e t h e r  s e v e r a l  t imes .  

Q Were you e v e r  p r e s e n t  du r ing  any of t h e s e  meetings? 

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  I ' m  s u r e  t h a t  I have been.  The province  
ch i e f  f r e q u e n t l y  g o t  v i s i t o r s  from t h e  America1 Div i s ion  and 
he on occas ions  v i s i t e d  t h e i r  headqua r t e r s ,  and I was i n  on 
some of  t h e s e  meet ings .  Y e s ,  s i r .  

Q Do you have any r e c o l l e c t i o n  of Colonel  BLACKLEDGE 
accompanying Colonel  HENDERSON on any of  t h e s e  v i s i t s ?  

A. Tha t  name d o e s n ' t  mean a t h i n g  t o  m e ,  s i r .  

Q H e  w a s  t h e  S-2 of  t h e  Brigade? 

A. N o ,  s i r ,  t h a t  name doesn1t - -

Q ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  You have no r e c o l l e c t i o n  of any
i n d i c a t i o n  from Colonel  HENDERSON i n  such a v i s i t  t h a t  he 
w a s  involved  i n  an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  of  any s o r t ?  

A .  N o ,  sir.  

I0: L e t  m e  go back aga in  t o  T e t .  I t ' s  o u r  impress ion  
t h a t  Colonel  K H I E N  d i d  n o t  e x a c t l y  d i s t i n g u i s h  h imse l f  dur ing  
p a r t  of T e t .  
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A. This  was a comment made by Colonel  G U I N N .  Y e s ,  s i r .  

Q Yes, and I ' m  a l s o  under t h e  impress ion  t h a t  a 
degree  of animosi ty  on t h e  p a r t  of K H I E N  f o r  t h e  l a c k  of  
suppor t  by t h e  Americans and t h a t  t h i s  caused people  be ing  a t  
odds f o r  a pe r iod .  I ' m  n o t  s u r e  how long t h i s  l a s t e d  u n t i l  
K H I E N  came back t o  t h e  p o i n t  where he f e l t  t h a t  he could  t r u s t  
t h e  Americans. Do you r e c a l l  t h i s ?  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  Colonel  G U I N N  mentioned t h i s  t o  me, and 
as a m a t t e r  of f a c t ,  I t h i n k  I s a w  a p i e c e  of paper  where. 
Colonel  G U I N N  made t h i s  a m a t t e r  of r eco rd .  I'm n o t  p o s i t i v e  
t h a t  I d i d  s e e  it, b u t  i n  t h e  h e a t  of d i s c u s s i o n  I unders tand  
t h a t  Colonel  K H I E N  d i d  make some comment l i k e ,  "Where a r e  t h e  
Americans now t h a t  I need them?" and Colonel  G U I N N s s  r e p l y  was 
"You d o n ' t  need t h e  An.eri-cans. Look, you 've  run t h e  VC o u t  of 
town. You've done it y o u r s e l f . "  But I was n o t  p r e s e n t  when 
t h i s  d i s c u s s i o n  was going on. I g o t  t h e  i n fo rma t ion  from 
Colonel  G U I N N .  

Q We a l s o  have some i n d i c a t i o n  from o t h e r s  t h a t a t  
l e a s t  p a r t  of t h e  t ime d u r i n g  t h i s  p e r i o d  K H I E N  was somewhat 
i r r a t i o n a l  i n  h i s  a c t i o n s .  

A. Th is  I have no comment on,  s i r ,  one way o r  t h e  
e t h e r .  

Q W e l l ,  from you s i t t i n g  on t h e  s i d e l i n e s  and. looking  
i n ,  it i s  conce ivab le  t h a t ' t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r ,  n o t  c o n f r o n t a t i o n ,  
b u t  d i f f i c u l t y  i n  p e r s o n a l  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  a t  t h a t  t i m e  cou ld  
have been p a r t  of t h e  problem dur ing  t h i s  p e r i o d ,  l e t ' s  s a y  
a t  l e a s t  i n t o  February.  I d o n ' t  know whether t h i s  l a s t e d  
i n t o  March or n o t .  My i n d i c a t i o n  i s  t h a t  it d i d  no t .  

I thought  t h i n g s  g o t  b e t t e r .  

MR MACCRATE: There was, however, a problem between M r .  MAY 
and Colonel  K H I E N .  

A. S i r ,  they j u s t  d i d n ' t  g e t  a long.  P u b l i c l y ,  I t h i n k  
bo th  of them d i d  q u i t e  w e l l  a t  p r e s e n t i n g  a p r e t t y  good 
p i c t u r e .  But it was, I won ' t  s a y  it was common knowledge, b u t  
I c e r t a i n l y  w a s  aware of  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  Colonel  K H I E N  and M r .  
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MAY. They had t h e i r  d i f f i c u l t i e s .  

Q W e  have g o t t s n  t h i s  p i c t u r e  q u i t e  c l e a r l y ,  and w e  
w e r e  g iven  t o  unders tand i f  one w e r e  s eek ing  communication 
between province  and adv i so ry  group t h a t  it would n o t  be 
between province  c h i e f  and t h e  s e n i o r  adv i so r .  

A .  T h a t ' s  r i g h t .  I t h i n k  i n  a l l  honesty  t h a t  Colonel  
G U I N N  and I a t  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  t i m e  o r  even M r .  RAMSDELL w e r e  
probably i n  a p o s i t i o n  t o  d i s c u s s  t h i n g s  b e t t e r  w i t h  Colonel  
K H I E N  t han  M r .  MAY. 

Q. Did you have any d e a l i n g s  w i t h  Major EARLE? H e  
w a s  t h e  G2 a d v i s o r  t o  t h e  2d ARVN Div i s ion .  

A. W e  came i n  c o n t a c t  on occas ion  on c o o r d i n a t i o n  and 
d i f f e r e n t  m a t t e r s  i n  my r o l e  w i t h  Phoenix. 

Q o  But I g a t h e r  you d i d  not a t t e n d  t h e  b r i e f i n g s  a t  
t h e  d i v i s i o n  compound? 

A.  No, sir. 

Q Which b r i e f i n g ,  i f  you know, d i d  Colonel  G U I N N  
a t t e n d ?  W e  have Ecme i n f o r ~ a t i c nt h z t  he wzs resent e t  
b r i e f i n g s  a t  t h e  2d ARVN Div i s ion .  Did he a l s o  a t t e n d  t h e  
prov ince  b r i e f i n g s ?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  H e  a t t e n d e d ,  I would say ,  and I 
c e r t a i n l y  d i d n ' t  keep t a b s  on Colonel  G U I N N ' s  whereabouts a l l  
t h e  t i m e .  But I would s a y  t h a t  Colonel  G U I N N  a t t e n d e d  
v i r t u a l l y  a l l  t h e  b r i e f i n g s  t h a t  w e r e  conducted a t  p rov ince  
l e v e l .  I d o n ' t  know, b u t  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  he a t t e n d e d  b r i e f i n g s  
a t  2d Div i s ion  very  o f t e n ,  b u t  I d o n ' t  know. I t  seems t o  m e  
t h a t  he u s u a l l y  had one of t h e  m i l i t a r y  s t a f f  a d v i s o r s  a t t e n d  
t h a t  morning b r i e f i n g  a t  2d ARVN Div i s ion .  But e x a c t l y  how 
t h i s  worked, I d o n ' t  know. 

Q When were your  b r i e f i n g s  a t  p rov ince?  

A. 0730 i n  t h e  morning. This  was the r o u t i n e ,  d a i l y  
g e t  t o g e t h e r .  
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Q e  Y e s .  

A .  No. 

Q Do you remember where you laagered  i n  f o r  t h e  
n i g h t  w i t h  Bravo Company, somewhere around My Lai  (6) ? 

A. Right. There was--we laagered  r i g h t  i n  he re .  
T h i s  was done from t h i s  v i l l a g e .  It was r i g h t  down h e r e  
(poin t ing)  . There was a l i t t l e  temple type  t h i n g ,  n o t  t o o  
big.  

Q. Did you s e e  any National  Po l i ce  t h a t  af ternoon? 

A. Right. W e  had National  Po l i ce  with us  and we  
stopped someplace t h a t  day. Okay, and t h e r e  was National  
Pol ice  w i a  us and one of  them s h o t  somebody, a Vietnamese. 

Q. I was going t o  ask you i f  you observed them i n -
t e r r o g a t i n g  any VC suspec t s?  

A. Y e s ,  they were i n t e r r o g a t i n g  them and they  were 
h i t t i n g  them. I heard t h a t  he s h o t  one. Someone s a i d  he 
took h i s  .357 Magnum and j u s t  turned  h i s  head and j u s t  s h o t  
him, and somebody e l s e  went over  and s h o t  him i n  t h e  head. 
H i s  face was j u s t  blown away. 

Q e  D i d  you actually observe trtlat? 

A - I d i d n ' t  see h i m  s h o t ,  b u t  I saw t h e  body a f t e r -
wards. H e  was i n  a d i tch .  

Q Did you s e e  any American o f f i c e r s  wi th  them a t  
t h e  time? 

A. Right ,  t h e r e  was Captain KOTOUC, I t h i n k  h i s  name 
w a s ,  with them. 

@* Do you remember how Captain KOTOUC was armed? 
What arms he was ca r ry ing ,  what weapons? 

(Witness made no response.  ) 

Q 9 Did you s e e  him c a r r y i n g  a Bowie Knife? 
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10: CInterposingl  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  you a r e  glvlkg a 
ve ry  good answer t o  t h a t  q u e s t i o n ,  because people  from t h a t  
a r e a  wou ldn ' t  be  taken  t o  Duc Pho, any how. 

A .  R i g h t ,  s i r .  

Q. They would bz t aken  t o  Quang Ngai. So a l l  r i g h t ,  
your r ea son  o r  exp lana t ion  why t h e  people  were taken t h e r e  
was because you had d i s t r i c t  headqua r t e r s  t h e r e ,  you had 
province  h e a d q u a r t e r s ,  you had h o s p i t a l  f a c i l i t i e s  much c l o s e r  
t han  a t  DUC Pho. So, why should you t a k e  people  o u t  of one 
a r e a  t h e r e  and move them t o  Duc Pho, it would be an unusual  
s i t u a t i o n . 
A .  S i r ,  i f  I may, s i r ,  i n  ca se  of a wound, i n  l e t ' s  
say a l e g  o r  an arm--or he s tepped  on a sma l l  a n t i p e r s o n n e l  
mine and a f o o t  was blown o f f ,  g e n e r a l l y  t h e  Americans would 
evacua te  him t o  Chu La i  t o  s e e  t h a t  he  g o t ,  i n i t i a l l y  pro- 
f e s s iona l - - I  mean r e a l l y  f ine- - the  best medical  care, which 
would be  a United S t a t e s  surgeon.  There  i s  no doubt about 
t h a t ,  and when t h e  man was s t a b l i z e d ,  t hen  h e ' d  be  moved 
t o  Quang Ngai h o s p i t a l .  Because, i f  you t a k e  a man i n t o  t h e  
Vietnamese h o s p i t a l  a t  Quang Ngai w i t h  a s e r i o u s  wound t h e  
chance of him dying  i s  ve ry  good. And w e  d i d  t h i s  i n  t h e  
Duc Pho-Mo Duc a r e a ,  i f  a person  had a s e r i o u s  wound, some-
t h i n g  t h a t  was s u b j e c t  t o  i n f e c t i o n ,  we 'd  keep him r i g h t  
t h e r e ,  i n  t h e  Vietnamese ward i n  ou r  h o s p i t a l ,  w e  had a f i n e  
f a c i l i t y  a t  Duc Pho. And I would say  probably  t h e  b e s t  
b r igade  c l e a r i n g  s t a t i o n  i n  t h a t  a r e a ,  and it a l s o  had a 
Vietnamese ward,  which was b u i l t  on t h e  i n s t r u c t i o n s  of t h e  
g e n e r a l ,  when he had t h e  b r i g a d e .  And they  would s t a b l i z e  
them t h e r e ,  and t h e n  evacua te  them t o  Quang Ngai i n  2 o r  
3 days. 

MR MACCRATE: Captain  IWSHEL, a t  any t i m e  between your con-
v e r s a t i o n  w i t h  Colonel  ANISTRANSKI t h a t  you t o l d  us about 
a t  Chu La i  and t h e  t i m e  you recounted  what had t aken  p l a c e  
t h e r e ,  t o  the C I D  i n  January of 1 9 7 0 ,  some 2 y e a r s  l a t e r ,  
d i d  you e v e r  r ecoun t  t h i s  same even t  and meeting w i t h  Colonel 
ANISTRANSKI t o  anyone e l s e ?  

A .  No, s i r .  To t h e  b e s t  of my  a b i l i t y  t o  remember, 
no. Unless I mentioned it t o  Colonel  BARKER, w e l l ,  he was 
t h e  on ly  one t h a t  I would have mentioned it t o ,  when I asked 
him i f  t hey  had a--when I t a l k e d  t o  him i n  t h e  m e s s  h a l l  and 
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j u s t  a good man t o  work f o r .  I always enjoyed working f o r  
him. 

I0: Thi s  inzormat ion  you picked up down i n  t h e  174th  
c lub ,  why d i d n ' t  you t a k e  t h a t  up w i t h i n  t h e  b r i g a d e  i n s t e a d  
of going up t o  d i v i s i o n ?  Here you 've  g o t  a b r i g a d e  S2, Col-
onel  BLACKLEDGE, you 've  g o t  a b r i g a d e  S3, Major MCKNIGHT, 
y o u ' r e  i n  d a i l y  c o n t a c t  w i t h  them and y e t  you go up t o  Chu 
Lai  w i t h  a  mental  n o t e  t h a t  y o u ' r e  going t o  t a k e  t h i s  up 
w i t h  t h e  G 5 ,  which you d i d n ' t  do b u t  you never  checked w i t h  
t h e  S2, never  checked wi th  Colonel  BLACKLEDGE, never  checked 
wi th  t h e  S3, t o  f i n d  o u t  i f  t hey  had any in fo rma t ion  concerning 
t h e  i n c i d e n t ?  

A .  Well,  I t h i n k  t h e  b e s t  way f o r  m e  t o  answer t h a t  
s ir ,  Colonel  BLACKLEDGE, now I d i d n ' t  t a k e  it up w i t h  Colonel  
BLACKLEDGE f o r  one r ea son ,  it i s  my own p e r s o n a l  o p i n i o n  of 
Colonel  BLACKLDEGE perhaps  it d o e s n ' t  e n t e r  i n  t h i s  t es t imony,  
b u t  I thought  Colonel  BLACKLEDGE w a s  a f o o l .  H e  j u s t  never--
I mean t h i s  i s  n o t  a condemnation o f - a n  i n d i v i d u a l ,  I mean I 
have my p e r s o n a l  op in ions  about  o f f i c e r s  t h a t  I worked f o r ,  
and I j u s t  never  r e a l l y  d i s c u s s e d  anyth ing  wi th  Colone l  BLACK-
LEDGE u n l e s s  I could--if  I could p o s s i b l y  avoid it because 
anytime I d i s c u s s e d - - i t  was no th ing  c o n c r e t e ,  t h e r e  w a s  never  
a d e c i s i o n ,  j u s t  a b s o l u t e  i n d e c i s i v e n e s s ,  run t h e  b a l l  around 
f o r  2  o r  3 days ,  and t h e n  you 'd  have t o  go somewhere else 
t o  g e t  your  answer anyway. I never  wenb t o  him and sought  
guidance,  counse l ,  o r  anyth ing  from Colonel  BLACKLEDGE. 

Q* How about Major MCKNIGHT? 

A. I d i d n '  t mention it t o  Major MCKNIGHT, why I d o n ' t  
know. I g o t  a long  w e l l  w i t h  Major MCKNIGHT. And I had a l o t  
of r e s p e c t  f o r  Major MCKNIGHT. W e  worked on--we w e r e  on good 
working r e l a t i o n s h i p ,  b u t  Major MCKNIGHT is  a  very a loo f  of-
f i c e r .  And t h e  major ,  h e ' s  n o t  prone t o  s m i l e  a t  c a p t a i n s ,  
and he i s  a r e a l  s t i c k l e r .  Why I d i d n ' t  d i s c u s s  it w i t h  
Major MCKNIGHT, no p a r t i c u l a r  reason .  I could  t e l l  you why I 
d i d n ' t  d i s c u s s  it w i t h  Colonel  HENDERSON. I ' m  s c a r e d  t o  
dea th  of Colonel  HENDERSON, L was s c a r e d  t o  d e a t h  of  him t h e  
day I m e t  him, and t h e  day I walked o u t  of t h a t  b r i g a d e  a f t e r  
18 months, I was s c a r e d  t o  dea th  of Colonel  HENDERSON. 

Why? 

A. Because h e ' s  j u s t  an a b s o l u t e  p a r a l l e l - - n o t  a 
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p a r a l l e l ,  90  degrees  o f f  from Colonel  BARKER. H e ' s  j u s t  g o t  
t o  be  t h e  h a r d e s t  man I ' v e  e v e r  worked f o r .  The most de-
manding man. The least  a--I can never  remember one t i m e ,  
neve r  i n  1 8  months, t h a t  h e  e v e r  s a i d ,  "You're do ing  a good 
job."  I n  f a c t  t h e  only  i n d i c a t i o n  you had you were doing a 
decent  job was t h e  f a c t  that you remained on h i s  s t a f f ,  Be-
cause  I j u s t  never  worked f o r  anybody a s  demanding o f  pre-
f e s s i o n a l i s m  i n  h i s  s t a f f  work, and he  j u s t  kept- - I  d o n ' t  
t h i n k  j u s t  me, b u t  I t h i n k  a11 t h e  o f f i c e r s - - i n  p r e t t y  much 
a c o n s t a n t  s t a t e  of--of a f e a r  and a n x i e t y  of h i s  a u t h o r i t y .  
Because f o r  some r eason ,  some o f f i c e r s  have t h e  technique  
of l e a d i n g  by,  oh I don' t know, what you 'd  s a y ,  being--being 
a n i c e  guy, b u t  Colonel  HENDERSON he wore a b l ack  h a t  2 4  
hours  a day and by-God, when he  c a l l e d  you o v e r ,  your  knees 
were knocking l i k e  you were s t a n d i n g  i n  f r o n t  o f  God and I 
w a s  just--and a f t e r  be ing  i n  t h e  Army a l l  t h a t - - a t  t h a t  
t i m e  I ' d  been commissioned f i v e  y e a r s ,  and I c a n ' t  e v e r  r e -
member s e r v i n g  f o r  anybody t h a t  I f e a r e d  as much as I f e a r e d  
Colonel  HENDERSON. 

And I thought  t h a t  shou ld  I mention something 
l i k e  t h i s  t o  him, t h a t  would j u s t  be  t h e  end of  my--one, 
my p o s i t i o n  and two, my m i l i t a r y  c a r e e r .  I gave it some 
though t ,  s i r ,  d o n ' t  t h i n k  I ' m  j u s t  an a b s o l u t e  incompetent  
f o o l ,  who j u s t  heard  something l i k e  t h i s  and pas sed  it on ,  
b u t  I f i g u r e d  t h a t - - a l l  r i g h t ,  one ,  I r e a l l y  d i d n ' t  t h i n k  
something l i k e  t h i s  happened. I t  w a s  d runk ' s  t a l k ,  and I 
j u s t ,  you know, passed it o f f  w i t h  a g r a i n  of  s a l t ,  and I ' m  
be ing  ex t remely  s i n c e r e  w i t h  you when I say  I r e a l l y  d i d n ' t  
know i f  he  had anyth ing  i n  t h a t  envelope o r  n o t .  But I 
r e a l l y  d i d n ' t  know who t o  go t o .  I d i d n ' t  go t o  Major MC-
KNIGHT, b u t  I d i d n ' t  go t o  Colonel  KENDERSOPJ because I was 
s c a r e d  of Colonel  HENDERSON and I s t i l l  am. H e  w a s  a--
you would have t o  work f o r  t h e  man as a j u n i o r  o f f i c e r  
t o  unders tand  what it i s  t o  work f o r  him. Now I ' m  s u r e  
everybody meets somebody t h a t  t hey  r e a l l y  ho ld  i n  awe 
sometimes, b u t  h e  j u s t  commanded by a u t h o r i t a r i a n  type  com-
mand. And h e ' d  say something and by-God, it had b e t t e r  be  
done qu ick .  

Q I have h e r e  t h e  l o g  of  Task Force  Barker .  

A .  Y e s ,  air. 

Q. It has  been e n t e r e d  i n t o  t h e  r e c o r d  .as ~ x h i b i t  
M-16. 
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t h e  p l a c e  where t hey  ate w i t h  an "8" on E x h i b i t  P-184 (pg.51) .  
The wi tnes s  e s t i m a t e d  t h a t  he  saw 150 dead bod ie s  wh i l e  
moving through t h e  v i l l a g e  (pg.  1 0 )  . A f t e r  lunch he s t a y e d  
wi th  t h e  command group which moved east (pg.  23) . 
4 .  ACTIONS AFTER LEAVING MY LA1 ( 4 )  . 

a. A t  t h e  l a a g e r  s i t e .  

The w i t n e s s  saw a b i g  heavy-se
wearing s t a r c h e d  f a t i g u e s  and c a r r y i n g  

t  
a 

c a p t a i n  
.38 and 

who was 
a Bowie 

k n i f e  c u t  o f f  t h e  f i n g e r  o f  a VC s u s p e c t  up t o  t h e  f i r s t  
knuckle (pgs .  32, 33, 35) . The cap ta in ,  who he hea rd  was 
from Chu L a i ,  p l aced  t h e  man's hand on a  board and chopped 
t h e  f i n g e r  o f f  (pg.  3 2 ) .  K I N C H  wi tnessed  t h i s  a t  a d i s t a n c e  
of  e i g h t  t o  t e n  f e e t  (pg. 3 3 ) .  There w a s  a  b i g  crowd o f  
people  t h e r e ,  i n c l u d i n g  Se rgean t  PHU (pg.  3 3 ) .  This  took 
p l a c e  on a g r a s s y  k n o l l  (pg. 34) . ~ p p r o x i m a t e l y  45 minutes 
a f t e r  t h i s  t h e  man w a s  s h o t  w i t h  a c a r b i n e  by Na t iona l  P o l i c e  
(pg.  34) . A second man was subsequent ly  s h o t  (pg.  34) . 

b .  On subsequent  days.  

On t h e  1 7 t h  and 1 8 t h  t h e  company moved e a s t  t a k i n g  
t h r e e  p r i s o n e r s ,  one of  whom w a s  a female (pgs .  32, 38, 39) . 
They had t h e s e  p r i s o n e r s  c a r r y  t h e i r  rucksacks  (pg.  3 9 ) .  The 
w i t n e s s  could  n o t  r e c a l l  what happened t o  t h e  v i l l a g e s  
through which they  moved, however, no more c i v i l i a n s  were 
k i l l e d  (pgs .  38, 39) . 
5. INQUIRIES AFTER THE ASSAULT. 

a .  Meet ins  w i t h  HENDERSON. 

K I N C H  d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  meeting HENDERSON a f t e r  t h e  
e x t r a c t i o n  (pg.  39) . The w i t n e s s  d id  n o t  know HENDERSON 
(pg. 39) . It i s  p o s s i b l e  tha t  K I N C H  d i d  n o t  even r e t u r n  t o  
LZ ~ o t t i e ,  b u t  went d i r e c t l y  t o  LZ u p t i g h t  (pg.  39) . H e  
spoke t o  no one a t  a l l  on t h i s  matter a t  t h e  t i m e  of t h e  
e x t r a c t i o n  (pg.  39)  . 

b .  MEDINA's meeting.  

MEDINA c a l l e d  a meet ing a f t e r  t h e i r  r e t u r n  t o  LZ 
D o t t i e ,  and he  s a i d  t h e r e  w a s  go ing  t o  be an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  
(pg.  39) . MEDINA f u r t h e r  s . t a t ed  t h a t ,  a s  f a r  as anybody 
knew, the company went i n t o  My L a i ,  r e c e i v e d  f i r e ,  and 
r e t u r n e d  f i r e  (pgs .  39, 4 0 )  . Should anyone a s k ,  t h i s  w a s  
what they w e r e  t o  be  t o l d  (pg.  4 0 )  . The w i t n e s s  d i d  n o t  
r e c a l l  MEDINA say ing  any th ing  about t a k i n g  t h e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  
(pg- 4 0 ) .  
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Q. Were t h e  Nat ional  Po l i ce  r i g h t  near  t h e r e ?  

A. No, I would say they were about 100 t o  200 
meters away. There were way behind us  when t h i s  happened, and 
then  they had taken i n  q u i t e  a few pr i soners  t h a t  n i g h t .  
B Company, I guess,  c o l l e c t e d  up t h e  p r i s o n e r s .  We might 
have got ten  a few, I d o n ' t  know. Af ter  t h a t  a couple of 
t h e s e  Nat ional  Police-- 

Q .  ( In te rpos ing)  L e t ' s  go over t h e  s t o r y  again.  A s  
t o  what you ' re  saying ,  a s  f a r  a s  where t h e  people were a t  t h e  
t ime, i s  j u s t  a l i t t l e  b i t  d i f f e r e n t  from anything we've 
heard before.  A s  f a r  a s  where t h e  i n t e r p r e t e r s  were, and a s  
f a r  a s  where t h e  Nat ional  Po l i ce  were, and so  on, and i f  you 
can j u s t  t h i n k  f o r  a  minute, and th ink  where maybe t h e s e  peo- 
p l e  may have been, and conceivably it can be h e l p f u l  t o  us .  

A. I t  was a smooth g r a s s  hootch. Not a hootch, I 
guess it was j u s t  where t h e  Vietnamese s t o r e d  something. I t  
had a l i t t l e  g r a s s  roof on i t ,  and t h e r e  was a l i t t l e  k n o l l .  
It might have been a  grave,  a s  f a r  a s  I know. This  Vietnamese 
sat i n  f r o n t  of t h e  k n o l l ,  and t h i s  cap ta in  s tood on t h e  r i g h t ,  
and P H U ,  he was on t h e  l e f t ,  and we were a l l  on t h e  l e f t  s i d e .  
I looked o f f  i n  t h e  d i s t a n c e ,  looking a c r o s s ,  and I ' d i d  see--
w a i t ,  I d i d  s e e  a couple of Nat ional  Po l i ce  t h e r e .  I rememb-
er one--

Q .  ( In te rpos ing)  Did anything happen a f t e r  t h e  f i n g e r  
was c u t  o f f ?  

A. La ter  on t h a t  n i g h t ,  maybe an hour o r  2 hours 
l a t e r ,  t h e s e  Nat ional  Po l i ce  brought t h i s  one guy over  t o  
where we were. They was keeping a l l  t h e s e  p r i s o n e r s  way over  
by B Company, on t h e  o t h e r  s i d e  of t h e  graveyard.  They 
brought them over  t o  where we were, by t h i s  smal l  d i t c h ,  
s tood them up i n  t h i s  small  d i t c h  and then  emptied, it looked 
l i k e  a ca rb ine ,  i n t o  them. 

(COL FRANKLIN en tered  t h e  hear ing . )  

Q .  How many d id  you s e e  k i l l e d  i n  t h i s  r e s p e c t ?  

A. S h o r t l y  a f te rwards ,  they brought another  one over  
and s h o t  him wi th  t h e  same weapon. 

Q. Are you s u r e  now t h a t  it was an hour and h a l f  l a t e r ?  
It c o u l d n ' t  have been a mat ter  of a few minutes? 
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However, he  b e l i e v e d  t h e  d i s c u s s i o n  concerned on ly  t h e  
VC propaganda (pg. 158) . The w i t n e s s  d i d  n o t  b e l i e v e  
TOAN p u t  much c redence  i n  t h e  a l l e g a t i o n  (pg. 1 5 0 ) .  
He r e c a l l e d  t e l l i n g  TOAN t h a t  t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  p i l o t ' s  
a l l e g a t i o n s  had prompted t h e  American i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  
b u t  t h a t  t h e  p i l o t ' s  r e p o r t  was u n s u b s t a n t i a t e d  (pg.150) .  
He d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  TOAN showing him TOAN's d i r e c t i v e  t o  t h e  
province chic: o r  t h e  m a t e r i a l  TOAN had r e c e i v e d  from t h e  
G 2  of  tlle 2d ARVN Div i s ion  (pg. 149) . KOSTER d i d  n o t  
r e c o l l e c t  o f f e r i n g  t o  a s s i s t  t h e  Vietnamese i n  t h e i r  
i n v e s t i g a t i o n  o f  t h e  i n c i d e n t  (pg.  2 3 4 ) .  

( 3 )  Eva lua t ion  o f  t h e  ARVN information..  

The r e p o r t s  o f  c i v i l i a n  c a s u a l t i e s  a t  
My L a i ,  t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  p i l o t ' s  a l l e g a t i o n s ,  and t h e  VC 
propaganda were never  p u t  t o g e t h e r  (pg. 218) . KOSTER 
be l i eved  t h e  c i v i l i a n  c a s u a l t i e s  had been i n v e s t i g a t e d  and 
cons idered  t h e  a l l e g a t i o n s  i n  t h e  l e a f l e t  a s  mere propaganda 
(pg. 218) . He w a s  prone t o  .accept  what had been uncovered 
by American sou rces  concerning t h e  c i v i l i a n  c a s u a l t i e s  
r a t h e r  t h a t  what w a s  s t a t e d  i n  t h e  VC propaganda l e a f l e t  
(pg. 1 6 2 ) .  

f .  Reports  from G U I N N .  

While KOSTER b e l i e v e d  G U I N N  would have informed 
him o f  what was go ing  on i n  t h e  p rov ince ,  he  w a s  n o t  i n  
G U I N N ' s  channel  o f  communication (pg. 164) . A t  t h e  t i m e  
he t a l k e d  t o  G U I N N  and TOAN they  d i d  n o t  i n d i c a t e  t h a t  
t h e i r  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  had been wrapped up o r  o f  what t h e i r  
i n v e s t i g a t i o n  c o n s i s t e d  (pg.  1 6 5 ) .  KOSTER f e l t  t h a t  G U I N N  
was making h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  through h i s  ARVN c o u n t e r p a r t s  
because o f  G U I N N ' S  l i m i t e d  c a p a b i l i t y  t o  g e t  i n fo rma t ion  i n  
h i s  r o l e  as an American adv i so r  (pg. 1 6 5 ) .  H e  d i d  n o t  h e a r  
anyth ing  about  a census  g r i evance  r e p o r t  which s t a t e d  t h a t  
between 1000 and 2000 Vietnamese were k i l l e d  i n . t h e  e a s t e r n  
pak t  o f  Son Tinh D i s t r i c t  i n  mid-March (pg.  166 ) .  He d i d  
n o t  see ~ x h i b i tM-13 which was a r e p o r t  from t h e  s t a t u s  
census g r i evance  cadreman (pg. 1 6 6 ) .  ANISTRANSKI was never  
asked t o  i n v e s t i g a t e  propaganda i n  Son Tinh ~ i s t r i c t  (pg.169) .  

5. OTHER INFORMATION. 

a. Meetings between 2d ARVN ~ i v i s i o nand t h e  Americal 
Div is ion .  

There was a heavy flow o f  communication between 
t h e  2d ARVN ~ i v i s i o nand the A m e r i c a l  ~ i v i s i o n  i n  mid-April 
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poss ib le .  The--even i n  the  so-ca l led  f r e e - f i r e  zone a f t e r  
we had approval of ARVN and a l l  t o  use a r t i l l e r y ,  we s t i l l  
d i d  n o t  pu t  a r t i l l e r y  i n t o  an inhab i t ed  a r e a  i f  it could 
be avoided i n  any way. P r i o r  t o  the  time I a r r i v e d  t h e r e ,  
t h e r e  had been a  cons iderable  amount, I th ink ,  of i n t e r -
d i c t i o n ,  ha rass ing  f i r e  placed on many of these  c o a s t a l  a reas  
b u t  no t  n e c e s s a r i l y  My Lai ( 4 )  . I stopped most of t h i s .  We 
only had harass ing  f i r e  when we thought we had a worthwhile 
t a r g e t  i n  an a r e a  t h a t  was doing us some damage. This in-
cluded n o t  only a r t i l l e r y ,  bu t  more than anything e l s e ,  naval  
gunf i re ,  which they had been running up and down t h a t  coas t  
shoot ing  i n t o  t h e  c o a s t  l i n e  n i g h t l y .  

Q I n  t h e  a p p l i c a t i o n  of your i n s t r u c t i o n s  i n  t h i s  
regard-- le t  me rephrase  t h a t .  In  your i n s t r u c t i o n s  o r  i n  
t h e  a p p l i c a t i o n s  of your i n s t r u c t i o n s  was t h e r e  any d i s -
t i n c t i o n  between those  a reas  which were considered VC-con-
t r o l l e d  a reas  and those  which were GVN-controlled a reas?  

A. No, s i r ,  it was n o t  my i n t e n t  t h a t  t h e r e  should 
be a d i s t i n c t i o n  o t h e r  than i n  the  VC-controlled a reas .  When 
we were i n  t h e r e ,  we could be engaged i n  a  contes ted  a c t i o n  
which might r e s u l t  i n  some damage, b u t  a l l  d i r e c t i v e s  were 
very s t r o n g  i n  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  you d idn '  t go i n  and j u s t  t e a r  
down and des t roy .  NOW, t h i s  d i d n ' t  go f o r  f i e l d  f o r t i f i c a -
t i o n s ,  tunne l  complexes, o r  a - - s t r i c t l y  an enemy camp which 
we found back up i n  t h e  h i l l s .  No noncombatants had eve r  
been i n  , t h e r e .  This was s t r i c t l y  a u n i t  base camp. 

Q Base camp? 

A. Yes, s ir .  Those.were destroyed.  

Q. A t  t h a t  t ime what was your pol icy  concerning gun-
s h i p s  engaging t h e  enemy? 

A .  Generally speaking, they were t o  engage enemy 
w h o  were ca r ry ing  arms, who were committing h o s t i l e  a c t s ,  
who were wearing m i l i t a r y  equipment of any type ,  and i n  cer-
t a i n  a reas  an obvious mi l i ta ry-age  male who was avoid-ing a 
h e l i c o p t e r  t r y i n g  t o  come i n  and take  him--capture him--as 
w e  d i d  go o u t  f o r  a snatch-type opera t ion .  I f  they found an 
i n d i v i d u a l  and he avoided and t h i s  was i n  a reas  where t h e r e  
were few noncombatants, they were taken under f i r e .  

Q - Would your i n s t r u c t i o n s  have included ind iv idua l s  
f l e e i n g  'a v i l l a g e  t h a t  was under a t t a c k ?  
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A. No, sir.  

10: General  KOSTER, had your  G 2  p rov ided  you inform-
a t i o n  which had been ob ta ined  through t h e  i n t e r r o g a t i o n  of 
some of  t h e  people  i n  t h e  My La i  a r e a  t h a t  t h e  VC u n i t s  which 
had been i n  My L a i  had depa r t ed  e a r l y  on t h e  morning of 15  
March. 

A. Not t h a t  I r e c a l l ,  s ir .  

Q How long  would i t  'normal ly  t a k e  f o r  i n fo rma t ion  
such a s  t h i s  t o  i n f i l t r a t e  up t o  Headquar te rs ,  America1 
Divisioli? 

A. W e l l ,  i f  they l e f t  on t h e  1 6 t h  of March I would 
assume t h a t  it would've t aken  a day o r  s o  o r  even more 
b e f o r e  t h a t  t ype  o f  i n £ormat ion would 've come t h r  ough, wher-
eve r  it o r i g i n a t e d  from, t o  t h e  ~ t l i ~ ro p e r a t i v e s  and a r r i v e  
a t  d i v i s i o n .  So I would say  it would've been 2 days mini-
mum, a week o r  more maximum t o  g e t  t h a t  t y p e  of information 
back h e r e .  I t  wou ldn ' t  come back.  I f  it w e r e  a g e n t  i n f o r -
mation,  it wou ldn ' t  have been anyth ing  you could have a c t e d  
upon. 

Q. W e l l ,  t h i s  was n o t  agen t  in terroga-Lion of people  
i n  the a r e a .  The s i g n i f i c a n c e  o f  t h i s ,  of cou r se ,  I t h i n k  
i s  q u i t e  obvious .  That  i f  t h e  u n i t  had d e p a r t e d  t h e  a r e a  . 
p r i o r  t o  t h e  a i r  a s s a u l t  one would wonder where a l l  the cas-
u a l t i e s  came from. 

A. - Id o n ' t  r e c a l l  a r e p o r t  of  t h a t ;  s ir .  

I0: W e l l 1  r e c e s s  u n t i l  1400. hours .  

(The h e a r i n g  r e c e s s e d  a t  1303 hour s ,  15 December 
1969. ) 
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p o r t e d  t o  me a s  be ing  i n  t h e  a r e a  a s  a r e s u l t  of  o t h e r  pre-
v ious  e x e r c i s e s  i n  t h a t  a r e a .  I t  was n o t  g iven  importance 
by t h e  d i s t r i c t  c h i e f ,  a t  l e a s t  from t h e  document I read .  
I t  i s  conce ivab le  t h a t  t h e  names of t h e  v i l l a g e s  cou ld  be 
m i s i n t e r p r e t e d  as n o t  b e i n g  t h e  same names a s  were on some 
of  our  maps. A t  t h i s  s t a g e  of  t h e  game, t h e  m a t t e r  was be-
i n g  i n v e s t i g a t e d  by ARVN who were c e r t a i n l y  i n  t h e  b e s t  
p o s i t i o n  t o  conf i rm o r  add t o  what was con ta ined  i n  t h i s  
in format ion  t h a t  had come from t h e  V i e t  Cong a r e a ,  and they  
were t h e  ones t h a t  a l s o  c a s t  doubt a s  t o  what importance 
should  be a t t a c h e d  t o  it. 

Q Recognizing t h e  magnitude of t h i s  r e p o r t ,  i f  it 
can be accep ted  a s  an a l l e g a t i o n ,  and r ecogn iz ing  t h e  inac-
curacy of Vietnamese and ARVN r e p o r t i n g  which e x i s t e d  a t  
t h a t  t ime ,  would you r e p e a t  a g a i n  t h e  e f f o r t  o r  whether  o r  
n o t  you made any e f f o r t  t o  have t h e  v a l i d i t y  of t h i s  r e p o r t  
checked o u t  o t h e r  t h a n  t o  a c c e p t  t h e  word of  t h e  prov ince  
c h i e f  and t h e  s e n i o r  ARVN commander? 

A.  I t  had been i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  t hey  were in. t h e  pro-
cess of  i n v e s t i g a t i n g  i t .  I thought  t h a t - any i n v e s t i g a t i o n  
t h a t  they  made, having t h e i r  channels  f o r  such i n v e s t i q , a t i o n  
would have been f a r  more e f f e c t i v e  t han  hav ing  a U.S. agency 
pursue an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  through v i l l a g e  c h i e f ,  d i s t r i c t  
c h i e f ,  a t  t h a t  t i m e .  

Q Had you cons ide red  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  of hav ing
e i t h e r  p rov ince  c h i e f  a d v i s o r  o r  t h e  d i s t r i c t  c h i e f  a d v i s o r  
check t h i s  through h i s  sou rces  of  i n fo rma t ion  o r  t o  make 
e x t r a o r d i n a r y  e f f o r t s  t o  c o l l e c t  such in format ion?  

A. I f e l t  t h a t  t h e  primary sou rce  o f  i n fo rma t ion  o f  
t h e s e  a d v i s o r s  was, i n  e f f e c t ,  t h e  Vietnamese s o u r c e  which 
w a s  be ing  u t i l i z e d  i n  a f u r t h e r  check from t h e  o f f i c i a l s  
concerned. 

Q You did have a v a i l a b l e  t o  you t h e  s e r v i c e s  of an 
M I  detachment,  i s n  't t h a t  c o r r e c t ?  

A. That  i s  c o r r e c t .  
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back t o  General  KOSTER. 

"9. Do you r e c a l l  whether  t h e  l e t t e r  from t h e  
commanding g e n e r a l  t o  Colonel  HENDERSON con- 
t a i n e d  any i n c l o s u r e s ?  For example, d i d  it 
i n c l o s e  t h e  communication from Colonel  TOAN 
from t h e  2d ARVN Div i s ion  Commander? 

"A. I t  had a l e t t e r  i n  Vietnamese w r i t i n g  a t -
tached .  Now, who it was from, I do n o t  know. 
I t  could  have been t h e  l e t t e r  from t h e  d i s t r i c t  
c h i e f ,  t h e  prov ince  c h i e f ,  or--

"Q. ( ~ n t e r p o s i n g ) I see. Was t h e r e  a t r a n s -
. l a t i o n  a t t a c h e d  t o  it s o  t h a t  you could  r ead  i t ?  

"A. Y e s ,  s i r .  

"Q. Sergeant  Major, I hand you E x h i b i t  M-34 and 
1'11 ask  you f i r s t  t o  look a t  t h e  i n c l o s u r e ,  which 
i s  a l e t t e r  i n  Vietnamese. See i f  it looks  f a -  
m i l i a r  t o  you a t  a l l .  Th is  might have been t h e  
i n c l o s u r e  t o  General  KOSTER's l e t t e r  t o  Colonel  
HENDERSON. Does t h a t  look a t  a l l  f a m i l i a r  t o  you? 

"A. S i r ,  I have seen  s o  many Vietnamese documents 
t h a t  I could n o t  p i n p o i n t  a d a t e . .  Yes, t h i s  w a s  
. t h e  l e t t e r  I had seen .  I cannot  p i n p o i n t  a d a t e .  

"Q. A 1 1  r i g h t .  Look then  a t  t h e  le t ter  i t s e l f ,  
E x h i b i t  M-34. Does t h i s  look l i k e  t h e  i n c l o s u r e ?  

"A. Y e s ,  sir. 

I 'Q .  T h a t ' s  t h e  one? 

"A. R igh t ,  more t h a n  400 peop le - - r igh t ,  t h a t ' s  
g e n e r a l l y  what I have s e e n ,  r ead .  

"Q. Does t h a t  l as t  s en t ence  t h e r e  r i n g  a b e l l ?  

"A. The l a s t  s en t ence  h e r e ,  s i r ?  S i r ,  t h e  d i s -  
t r i c t  c h i e f  of Son Tinh was cons ide red  by u s  t o  
be a VC sympathizer .  

"Q. Lieu tenan t  TAN was cons ide red  a  VC sympathizer?  
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CORDS organ iza t lon .  The o t h e r  p o s s i b i l i t y  would be t h a t  he 
could have provided it t o  your headquarters  o r  he could 
have provided it t o  the  1 1 t h  Brigade headquar ters?  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  No ques t ion  about it. I am s u r e  he 
normally would have done something l i k e  t h a t  -or one o r  t h e  
o t h e r  o r  both.  

Q H e  a l s o  s a i d  he was seeking a d d i t i o n a l  information 
about t h i s  mat ter?  Do you r e c a l l  him ever  having quer ied  you 
o r  quer ied  anybody concerning G U I N N ,  o r  the  province s t a f f ,  
o r  what a c t i o n  they took t o  seek a d d i t i o n a l  information? 

A. I had t h e  impression t h a t  they  had done some 
checking a t  t h e  time I had t a l k e d  t o  Colonel GUINN and Colonel 
TOAN. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  t h a t  they  had ever  i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  they  
had wrapped up t h e i r  i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  What t h e i r  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  
cons is ted  o f ,  I d idn '  t know. 

MR MACCRATE: The only information we have concerning any-
t h i n g  t h a t  Colonel G U I N N  d i d  t o  seek a d d i t i o n a l  information,  
t o  seek any informat ion ,  i f  it can be s a i d  t o  be seeking 
information,  was t o  l a y  a requirement on Captain RODRIGUEZ 
t o  submit some r e p o r t .  We have spoken w i t h  Captain 
RODRIGUEZ, and a s  a r e s u l t  of t h i s  requirement from t h e  
province advisory team, he prepared t h a t  s ta tement  of 
1 4  Apri l?  

A. I would have i n t e r p r e t e d  G U I N N ' s  comment t o  mean 
t h a t  he was doing t h i s  through h i s  Vietnamese coun te rpa r t s  a s  
opposed t o  something he himself would have done, because I th ink  
t h e i r  advisory e f f o r t  t h e r e  would have had a l i m i t e d  c a p a b i l i t y  
t o  g e t  information.  

Q - Was t h e r e  any d i scuss ion  by Colonel G U I N N  o r  any
o t h e r  i n d i v i d u a l ,  General KOSTER, t o  your r e c o l l e c t i o n ,  con-
cern ing  t h e  s t a t u s  census gr ievance committee o r  s t a t u s  
census gr ievance r e p o r t ,  o r  s t a t u s  census gr ievance cadre? 

A.  Not t o  t h e  b e s t  of my knowledge. I d o n ' t  know . 

t h a t  I have heard of t h i s  term. 

Q. Well, t h e  s t a t u s  census gr ievance cadre is o r  was 
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a smal l  team t h a t  was an o r g a n i c  p a r t  of t h e  Revolut ionary 
~ e v e l o p m e n tCadre. They had a t a c t i c a l  element of  about 30 
people .  Aside from t h a t ,  t hey  had about f o u r  d i f f e r e n t  teams 
of s i x  t o  e i g h t  people  and one of which was a  census  
gr ievance  team. W e  had i n d i c a t i o n s  t h a t  p rov ince  had 
r ece ived  some in fo rma t ion  concerning a  r e p o r t  through s t a t u s  
census gr ievance  channe ls .  A t  l e a s t  v e r b a l l y  we found o r  
were informed of . a t  l e a s t  one such r e p o r t  which a l l u d e d  t o  
1 ,000 ,  1 ,200 ,  o r  p o s s i b l y  even 1,500 Vietnamese hav ing  been 
k i l l e d  i n  t h e  e a s t e r n  p a r t  of  Son Tinh D i s t r i c t  d u r i n g  t h e  
pe r iod  of about middle March. Did you h e a r  any th ing  about 
t h a t  ? 

A.  Not t h a t  I r e c a l l ,  s ir .  

Q I have h e r e  ano the r  e x h i b i t ,  and it i s  n o t  t h e  
in format ion  t h a t  I am r e f e r r i n g  t o .  It is  e x h i b i t  M-31, 
da t ed  18  March. This  i s  a l e t t e r - r e p o r t  from t h e  s t a t u s  census 
gr ievance  cadreman. 

( I 0  hands document t o  w i t n e s s . )  

A. I d o n ' t  remember hav ing  seen  t h i s  one.  

Q I t h i n k  one of  t h e  most impor t an t  t h i n g s  I can 
' t h i n k  of a t  t h e  moment, General  KOSTER, i n  t r y i n g  t o  g e t  

t h i s  t h i n g  s t r a i g h t e n e d  o u t  i n  my n i n d  i s  whether  o r  n o t  
Colonel HENDERSON i n i t i a t e d  t h a t  r e p o r t  on h i s  own o r  
whether o r  n o t  you had d i r e c t e d  him o r  your headqua r t e r s  
had d i r e c t e d  him t o  make such an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  and 
r e p o r t .  Can you r e c a l l  any th ing  about t h a t  f o r  us now? 

A .  Although I thought  w e  had d i r e c t e d  him t o  make 
a r e p o r t ,  I thought  it was geared  t o  f o r m a l i z i n g  t h e  r e p o r t  
of t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  p i l o t ' s  i n c i d e n t .  I do n o t  recal l  s p e c i f -
i c a l l y  a sk ing  him t o  make a r e p o r t  on t h i s  VC propaganda,  
a l though  t h i s  cou ld  very w e l l  have t r i g g e r e d  my s a y i n g  we 
should fo rma l i ze  t h e  r e p o r t s  we a l r e a d y  have r e c e i v e d  v e r b a l l y .  
Somehow t h a t ' s  t h e  way I ' v e  l i n k e d  it t o g e t h e r ,  b u t  t o  say  
this i s  something I f i r m l y  remember of how t h e  d i r e c t i v e  
was t r a n s m i t t e d  o r  what t r i g g e r e d  it, I d o n ' t  have a f i r m  
r e c o l l e c t i o n  about  it. 
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n o t  been c a l l e d  t o  h i s  a t t e n t i o n .  

(Witness nods h i s  head i n  t h e  a f f i r m a t i v e . )  

And t o  go on,  you a l s o  s t a t e ,  "The r ea son  I ' m  s u r e  
I t o l d  General  CUSHMAN about  t h i s  w a s  because General  LAM 
w a s  concerned.  " W e l l ,  w e  have t a l k e d  t o  n o t  on ly  General  
CUSHMAN b u t  w e  t a l k e d  t o  General  VAN R Y Z I N ,  who w a s  h i s  
deputy a t  t h e  t i m e ,  and he t a l k e d  t o  h i s  G3, General  HOFFMAN, 
and none of them p r o f e s s e d  e v e r  hav ing  been t o l d  about  this 
o r  any i n v e s t i g a t i o n  t h a t  was go ing  on. 

A. A s  I i n d i c a t e d ,  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  what t h e y  now r e f e r  
t o  a s  t h e  My L a i  i n c i d e n t  would have had any resemblance 
t o  what I w a s  t a l k i n g  about  t h a t  w e  were checking on. I would 
n o t  expec t  them t o  r e c a l l  it v i v i d l y  by s a y i n g ,  "Oh, y e s ,  
t h i s  i s  it." I d i d n ' t  g i v e  them a f i n a l  r e p o r t  no r  d i d  I i n f e r  
t h a t  w e - - I  checked t o  g e t  t h e i r  r ea s su rances  t h a t  what I had 
done was r i g h t .  I assumed t h a t  myself .  

Q - Up t o  t h i s  t i m e ,  I have no i n d i c a t i o n s  t h a t  
General  LAM was, f r a n k l y ,  concerned. General  LAM had been 
g iven  a copy of t h e  VC propaganda by Colonel  TOAN. 

A.  Yes, we had been informed t h a t  he--somewhere a long  
the l i n e ,  we knew t h a t  General  LAM w a s  aware t h a t  t h e y  w e r e  
checking on t h i s .  

Q And he undoubtedly s e n t  them, by message, s e n t  
them in fo rma t ion  t h a t  h e  w a s  hav ing  Colonel  K H I E N  look i n t o  
it. Can you t e l l  us how much of your  t i m e ,  General  KOSTER, 
Kham Duc consumed about  t h i s  t i m e  when you had j u s t  r e t u r n e d  
from your R&R,  when you came back and s t epped  r i g h t  i n t o  t h i s ?  

A.  No r e a l  t i m e  u n t i l  t h e  day t h a t  t h e  o u t p o s t  w a s  
overrun.  From then  on 3 t o  4 s o l i d  days and t h e '  days t h e r e -
a f t e r  some, b u t  n o t  t o t a l l y  con f in ing  as w e r e  t h e  3 t o  4 
days when t h i s  t h i n g  was g e t t i n g  ready t o  go and n o t  go ing  
n e a r l y  as f a s t  as I would l i k e  t o  have had it go. 

Q I would assume d u r i n g  t h i s  t i m e  you s p e n t  more 
t h a n  a l i t t l e  t i m e  up i n  Danang? 

A. I went t o  two o r  t h r e e  meetings up t h e r e  when 
General  WESTMORELAND was t h e r e ,  and General  ABRAMS w a s  t h e r e  
one day. They had been t h e r e .  One o r  bo th  of  them were t h e r e  
b o t h  days.  I am n o t  p o s i t i v e .  
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t h e  e f f e c t  t h a t  a person  wi th  no weapon was running a c r o s s  
a road  and was seen  be ing  machinegunned. The r e p o r t  was 
thought  t o  have come from a h e l i c o p t e r  p i l o t  f l y i n g  overhead 
(pg. 2 5 ) .  Major CALHOUN, a l s o  moni tor ing  t h e  i a d i o , n e t s ,  g o t  
on t h e  r a d i o  and s t a t e d  t h a t  no c i v i l i a n s  were t o  be 
k i l l e d  and t h i s  o r d e r  was acknowledged (pg.  2 6 ) .  

b. Reports  of t h e  d a y ' s  a c t i o n  garnered  on t h a t  day. 

There w a s  a p re l imina ry  body count  r e c e i v e d  of  69 
bod ie s .  The w i t n e s s  s t a t e d  t h a t  a l though  t h i s  was q u i t e  
l a r g e ,  he w a s  n o t  o v e r l y  s u r p r i s e d ,  s i n c e  they  expec ted  t o  
c a t c h  a l a r g e  number of  VC unaware (pg.  2 4 ) .  The w i t n e s s  
went o u t  t h a t  a f t e rnoon  and saw MEDINA around 1600. MEDINA 
r e p o r t e d  t h a t  t h e  hamlet  had been p r e t t y  bad ly  t o r n  up by 
a r t i l l e r y  f i r e  (pg. 27 ) .  F u r t h e r ,  he had seen  25 t o  30 
bod ie s  blown up (pg. 2 9 ) .  The w i t n e s s  spoke t o  some of  t h e  
t r o o p s  t h e r e  i n  conversa t ion- .  and hea rd  no th ing  o u t  of  t h e  
o r d i n a r y  from them (pg. .29)  . 

c .  Order t o  r e t u r n  through t h e  hamlet  and i t s  
countermand. 

Capta in  MEDINA spoke t o  t h e  w i t n e s s  about  t h e  
o r d e r  he had r ece ived  t o  r e t u r n  through My L a i  ( 4 )  and 
conduct  ano the r  body count .  This  o r d e r  had come from 
Colonel  HENDERSON (pg. 2 7 ) .  The o r d e r  was countermanded 
by General  XOSTER because of t h e  unnecessary danger  
involved ,  and t h e  countermand was heeded unques t ion ing ly  
(pg. 2 8 ) .  The wi tnes s  was s u r e  t h a t  he had t h e  
p e r s o n a l i t i e s  involved  c o r r e c t l y  s t a t e d  (pg.  6 4 ) .  No one 
r e t u r n e d . t h r o u g h  t h e  hamlet  (pg. 6 4 ) .  

d. I n t e r r o g a t i o n  of p r i s o n e r s .  

The w i t n e s s '  primary purpose i n  going o u t  t o  s e e  
MEDINA was t o  i n t e r r o g a t e  p r i s o n e r s  on t h e  immediate 
t a c t i c a l  s i t u a t i o n  (pgs.  29, 3 4 ) .  H e  no t ed  t h a t  he had 
heard  no r e p o r t  from MEDINA of  h i s  q u e s t i o n i n g  o f  an 
e l d e r l y  Vietnamese man {pg. 2 6 ) .  The p r i s o n e r s  were be ing  
c o n t r o l l e d  by one of  M E D I N A ' s  men and some Na t iona l  P o l i c e  
(pg. 3 0 ) .  H e  a l s o  r e c a l l e d  t h e  Na t iona l  P o l i c e  shoo t ing  one 
o r  two p r i s o n e r s ,  a l though  he could  n o t  s t a t e  f o r  c e r t a i n  t h a t  
t h e y  w e r e  k i l l e d  (pgs.  31, 32, 6 4 ) .  H e  r e l a t e d  t h a t  MEDINA 
was q u i t e  u p s e t  by t h i s  and s t a t e d  he wanted no more of t h a t  
k ind  of  ac t  (pg. 3 1 ) .  The w i t n e s s  b e l i e v e d  t h a t  t h a t  i n c i d e n t  
w a s  r e p o r t e d  (pg. 3 1 ) .  and r e c a l l e d  t e l l i n g  h i s  
commander about  it (pg.  3 2 ) .  He no ted  t h a t  t h e  
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Q.  ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  When were you o u t ?  

A.  The 1st  o f  March. .It was t h e  day I a r r i v e d  
i n  Task Force B a r k e r .  I went o u t  t h e r e  on a  major oper-  
a t i o n .  I t  was q u i t e  a f i g h t .  

Q - Was t h i s  o p e r a t i o n  i n  t h e  a r e a  o f  My L a i  ( 4 ) ?  

A. It was w i t h i n  2 o r  3 k i l o m e t e r s  of  i t ,  sir. 

Q - Was t h i s  a l s o  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  t h a t  i nvo lved  t h e  
u se  o f  APC's? 

A. - Y e s ,  s i r ,  it i s .  

Q. This  w a s  o u t  o f  t h e  o p e r a t i o n a l  area o f  Task 
Force Barker  and i n  t h e  A 0  o f  t h e  2d ARVN Div i s ion .  Why 
w a s  t h i s .  A 0  r eques t ed  and p a n t e d  from t h e  ARVN's? 

A: Th is  i s  an o p i n i o n ,  ( c o n f e r r i n g  wi th  counse l )  , 
s i r ,  t h i s  i s  my own op in ion ,  s i r .  The 2d ARVN Div i s ion  
would never  do anything.  S i r ,  t hey  wou ldn ' t  f i g h t ,  and 
they  would n o t  even p r o t e c t  themselves  ve ry  w e l l ,  s ir .  
Colonel  BARKER was a good commander, and Colonel  BARKER 
wanted t o  r e l i e v e  t h e  p r e s s u r e  on t h e  Quang Ngai a r e a  
and a l s o  on o u r  a r e a .  The VC were i n  t h a t  a r e a .  They 
were n o t  i n  o u r  A O ,  and we knew where t hey  were,  down i n  
t h a t  a r e a .  c o l o n e l  BARKER wanted t o  go i n  t h e r e  and 
f i g h t  them, s i r .  That  i s  why. 

Q- Did t h e  i n t e l l i g e n c e  b u i l d  up on t h e  l o c a t i o n  
o f  t h e  48th  Loca l  Force B a t t a l i o n  l e a d  t o  t h e  r e q u e s t i n g  
o f  t h e  AO? 

A. That  i s  c o r r e c t ,  sir.  That  i s  my unders tanding .  

Q *  Well,  you shou ld  know f a i r l y  w e l l .  You a r e  t h e  
i n t e l l i g e n c e  o f f i c e r ,  

A. Y e s ,  s i r ,  I w a s .  I t o l d  Colonel  BARKER what t h e  
i n t e l l i g e n c e  r e p o r t s  were ,  of  cou r se ,  and we k e p t  him pos t ed ,  
and h e  looked a t  t h e m  c o n s t a n t l y .  He g o t  some in fo rma t ion ,  
I do n o t  know anyth ing  about  t h a t , .  from, I t h i n k  it was, Son 
Tinh i f  I a m  n o t  mis taken.  And he asked me what my i n t e l -
l i g e n c e  r e p o r t s  showed. We went ove r  t h o s e ,  and w e  
dec ided  t h a t  i s  where t h e  48th was. This  was n o t  t h e  
f i r s t  t i m e  we had asked f o r  an A 0  e x t e n s i o n ,  n o r  was i t  t h e  
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A. I a m  t h i n k i n g  about  i t ,  and I t h i n k  t h e r e  w a s  a 
l i e u t e n a n t ,  b u t  he  was Vietnamese. I do n o t  r e c a l l  i f  t h e r e  
was an American o f f i c e r  eut t h e r e  o t h e r  than-- i f  t h e r e  was, 
I d i d  n o t  recognize  him. Most of  them do n o t  wear t h e i r  r ank .  

Q. Did you know L i e u t e n a n t  JOHNSON from t h e  52d M I  
~ e t a c h m e n t ?  

A. Y e s ,  sir.  

Q- Was h e  t h e r e ?  -

A. I do n o t  r e c a l l  JOHNSON be ing  t h e r e .  

Q. You d o n ' t  r e c a l l  t a l k i n g  t o  him? 

A .  JOHNSON was one o f  t h e s e  o f f i c e r s  I w a s  t e l l i n g  
you about ,  from Duc Pho, who would come up and would s t a y  
f o r  a p e r i o d  o f  t ime .  I f  JOHNSON was o u t  t h e r e  t h a t  day,  I 
do n o t  r e c a l l  it. 

&- .When you were o u t  t h e r e ,  d i d  JOHNSON, MEDINA, o r  . 
anyone else inform o r  adv i se  you t h a t  t h e  Na t iona l  P o l i c e  had 
executed  one o r  more o f  t h e  VC s u s p e c t s ?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r ,  b u t  it was n o t  JOHNSON t h a t  t o l d  m e .  

Q- Who t o l d  o r  adv i sed  you? 

A. I saw i t  , s i r .  I saw them t a k e  t h e  man behind 
t h e  hootch ,  and I hea rd  a r i f l e  go o f f .  I saw a Na t iona l  
Policeman come back w i t h o u t  t h e  man. And Capta in  MEDINA 
s a i d :  " L e t ' s  knock t h a t  o f f ,  t h a t  i s  n o t  t h e  way we handle  
o u r  people  around h e r e . "  

Q- How many--did t h i s  happen more t h a n  once? 

A.  Two a t  t h e  very most,  because MEDINA was awful ly  
mad. He d i d  n o t  want t h e  policeman going  around 
s h o o t i n g  people  i n  t h e  a r ea .  

Q. Was t h i s  r e p o r t e d ?  

A.  That  i s  a very impor t an t  q u e s t i o n .  I a m  t r y i n g  
t o  t h i n k .  I b e l i e v e  it w a s ,  sir .  
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Q - \ h o  r e p o r t e d  i t ?  

A. Well,  I d i d  f o r , o n e  t h i n g ,  b u t  I d i d n ' t - - I  re-
p o r t e d  it t o  my commanding o f f i c e r .  

Q. Did you e v e r  e n t e r  i t  i n t o  your  l og?  

A. No, s i r ,  I d i d  n o t .  

Q - Did you recognize  t h i s  a s  an a t r o c i t y ,  v i o l a t i o n  
o f  t h e  r u l e s  o f  t h e  l a n d  war fa re?  

A. S i r ,  t o  m e  i t  c e r t a i n l y  w a s ,  sir.  

Q - Was t h e  Na t iona l  Pol ice--

A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  I d i d  n o t  s e e  t h e  body. I want t o  
make it c l e a r ,  I d o n ' t  know i f  he was s h o t  i n  t h e  arm o r  t h e  
f o o t  o r  where, I do n o t  know. To me it  was n o t  neces sa ry .  
The man was t h e r e ,  and w e  had him i f  we wanted t o  t a l k  t o  him, 
w e  could t a l k  t o  him. A s  an i n t e l l i g e n c e  o f f i c e r ,  I could 
n o t  t a l k  t o  t h e  dead man very  w e l l .  The Na t iona l  P o l i c e ,  
from my expe r i ence  ove r  t h e r e ,  i n  a l i t t l e  over  t h e  y e a r  I 
had been i n  coun t ry ,  t h e  Na t iona l  P o l i c e  d i d  p r e t t y  w e l l  much 
what t hey  p l eased .  We had r e p o r t e d  i t ,  I had r e p o r t e d  it. 
many t imes i n  t h e  p a s t ,  and no th ing  had e v e r  happened. 

Q A t  what p o i n t  o f  t ime was your  expe r i ence  i n  t h e  
a r e a  of  Quang Ngai i n  an adv i so ry  c a p a c i t y ?  

A. I was i n  ~ u a n gNgai from September u n t i l  Chris tmas . 
day o f  1962. Then I went down sou th  a s  an adv i so r .  

Q - Then you were t h e r e  from 1962 t o  1 9 6 3 .  Now, w e  
are t a l k i n g  about  a p e r i o d  5 y e a r s  l a t e r ,  b u t  you s t i l l  
have t h e  same a p p r e c i a t i o n  o f  t h e  Na t iona l  P o l i c e ?  

A.  Y e s ,  s i r ,  I s u r e  do.  The Nat iona l  P o l i c e  w e r e  
n o t  under my o r d e r s  o r  o r d e r s  from Capta in  MEDINA.  They 
h i t c h e d  a r i d e  o u t  t h e r e .  They asked i f  t hey  cou ld  r i d e  
o u t  t h e r e ,  and t h e y  were welcome t o  r i d e .  What t h e y  d i d ,  I 
do n o t  know. I t  was t h e i r  d i s t r i c t  and they  were t h e  p o l i c e .  

Q. Had t h i s  o p e r a t i o n  been- c l e a r e d  w i t h  t h e  ARVN? 

A. I assume it h a d . .  They had t o  g e t  an A 0  e x t e n s i o n .  
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Q - That does n o t  necessa r i ly  mean you a r e  going i n  
on a  s p e c i f i c  day unless  they had t h e  d e t a i l s  of t h e  opera- 
t i o n ,  and s o  on, t o  g e t  an A 0  extension.  

A. W e  normally gave "X" numbers of hours ,  I had 
n o t  thought about t h a t  a spec t  of it. I suppose t h a t  i f  I 
zsked f o r  an A 0  extens ion ,  w e  would n o t  necessa r i ly  mean 
it had been c leared .  A p o i n t  w e l l  taken. I know t h a t  we 
had go t t en  an A0 extension.  I do not  know t h a t  t h e  opera- 
t i o n  i t s e l f  p e r  se had been c lea red  with t h e  A R V N t s .  

Q- I n  opera t ions  of t h i s  s o r t ,  whe,n you a r e  going
i n t o  a place,  d i d  you o r  somebody e l s e  wi th in  t h e  headquarters  
normally ask f o r  suppor t  by the  ARVN o r  by t h e  province t o  
ob ta in  Nat ional  P o l i c e ,  t o  ob ta in  a d d i t i o n a l  i n t e r r o g a t o r s ,  
Popular Forces,  o r  Regional Forces? 

A. We had occasion, s i r ,  . t o  ask and rece ive  a s s i s t -  
ance i n  t h e  form of Nat ional  Po l i ce  and people. I do know 
t h a t  they were r e f e r r e d  t o  a s  "spook." I d o n ' t  know what 
they were. They were very close-mouthed. 

. . 	 Q. Did you f e e l ,  simply having i n d i c a t e d  t h i s  t o  
Colonel BARKER, t h a t  t h i s  f u l f i l l e d  ' t he  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  
t h a t  you had t o  r e p o r t  a t r o c i t i e s ?  

A. I f e l t  a t  t h e  t ime,  s i r ,  t h a t  I had done what 
, I should do. I t o l d  Colonel BARKER. He is my commanding 
. 	 o f f i c e r .  I t  is  n o t  my h a b i t  t o  t a l k  t o  o t h e r  than my i m - 


mediate commander. I have no doubt i n  my mind t h a t  t h e  

Nat ional  Po l i ce  c h i e f ,  whoever he i s ,  knows what was going 

on, no doubt i n  my mind a t  a l l .  I repor ted  it t o  my com-

mander, 


Q. You d id  ' no t ,  then ,  r e p o r t  it t o  e i t h e r  t h e  Son 
Tinh D i s t r i c t  headquarters  o r  the  Quang Ngai Province head- 
q u a r t e r s ?  

A. I d i d  no t ,  

Q .  Do you know i f  Colonel BARKER repor ted  such t o  them? 

A. I do n o t  know. I do know t h a t  he d i d  make q u i t e  a  
few r e p o r t s  t o  Colonel GAVIN, and t h a t  they were toge the r  on 
many opera t ions .  I th ink  t h a t  the conduct of the  P F ' s  t h a t  

APP 	 T-8 

CONFIDENTIAL 

349 




CONFIDENTIAL 

Q From t h e  province? 

A .  No, sir.  

Q. From t h e  d i s t r i c t ?  

A. No, sir. 

Q From t h e  census gr ievance team? 

A. No one. 

Q. O r  any V i e t  Cong propaganda o r  a c t i o n s ?  

A. I t h i n k  not .  I read a l o t  of propaganda and 
I dismissed i t ,  s i r .  

Q Did you h e a r  anything o r  was t h e r e  anything t h a t  
might have caused suspic ion  i n  your mind t h a t  something 
unusual took p l a c e  i n  My Lai  Hamlet on 16 March? 

A .  S i r ,  I hold again t h e  p o i n t  t h a t  t h e r e  were some 
c i v i l i a n s  k i l l e d .  I d i d  no t  be l i eve  t h e r e  was anything 
t h e r e  i n  t h e  n a t u r e  of an a t r o c i t y  o r  anything of t h a t  
na tu re  a t  a l l .  I j u s t  dismissed it  as  i d l e  rumor. And when 
they t a l k e d  about i t ,  a s  I s a i d  be fo re ,  with my f r i e n d s  down . 
a t  Duc Pho, I dismissed it  because most of them had s t r o n g  
f e e l i n g  toward Task Force Barker. We had a l o t  of b e l i e f  
i n  each o the r .  I dismissed it a s  i d l e  goss ip ,  and t h a t  was 
a l l .  

Q. I f  Son Tinh D i s t r i c t  had information from a 
census gr ievance team, o r  t h e  v i l l a g e  ch ie f  of Son My 
Vi l l age ,  o r  from a d d i t i o n a l  c i v i l i a n s  o r  ARVN m i l i t a r y  
sources ,  would such information have been a v a i l a b l e  t o  you? 

A.  I do no t  know, s i r ,  i f  it would have been o r  
no t .  I never rece ived  any. 

Q Did you have a l i a i s o n  o f f i c e r ' i n  Son Tinh 
D i s t r i c t ?  

. A. No, sir.  

Q Whom d i d  you r e l y  upon f o r  information from d i s -
t r i c t  and province headquarters?  
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Were they  VC o r  VC s u s p e c t s ,  c i v i l i a n s  o r  what? 
\ 

A. Some o f  them would say:  " I  am n o t  a VC, I j u s t  
c a r r y  r i c e  and r a t i o n s  f o r  them. " I t  w a s  always t h e  o t h e r  
guy, sir.  

COL WILSON: Which was your  company, which morning r e p o r t  
were you c a r r i e d  on? 

A.  Headquar ters  Company, t h e  b r i g a d e ,  s i r ,  1 1 t h  
Brigade.  Tha t  i s  my p a r e n t  u n i t .  

Q. W a s  it unusual--had you e v e r  se'en b e f o r e  t h e  
Na t iona l  P o l i c e  p e r s e c u t e  p r i s o n e r s  o r  VC s u s p e c t s ?  

A. Th i s  i s  my f i r s t  expe r i ence  and l a s t ,  b u t  I ' d  
l i k e  t o  s a y  a g a i n  t h a t  I d i d  n o t  see them do it. They 
took him behind t h e  b u i l d i n g ,  and I heard  a r i f l e  go o f f .  

Q- D i d  Sergeant  PHU's a t t i t u d e  toward you o r  any 
o t h e r  U.S. member change a f t e r  t h i s  o p e r a t i o n ?  Sergeant  PHU, 
M E D I N A i s  i n t e r p r e t e r ,  you mentioned t h a t  h e  w a s  a f r i e n d  o f  
yours?  

A. H e  s t a y e d  a  r e a l  good f r i e n d  of  mine u n t i l  t h e  
t i m e  I l e f t .  When w e  broke up, h e  k i n d  o f  f e l t  bad about  

. . break ing  up t h e  t a s k  f o r c e .  

Q. But t h e r e  was no change i n  h i s  r e l a t i o n s h i p  
toward you o r  o t h e r  members o f  t h e  U . S .  f o r c e s ?  

A. No, s i r ,  none whatsoever.  H e  would i n s t r u c t  me 
i n  Vietnamese. 

Q- Sergean t  PHU,  w a s  he w i t h  Captain  MEDINA on t h i s  
o p e r a t i o n ?  

A. He probably  w a s ,  s i r ,  b u t  I do n o t  know f o r  s u r e .  
H e  normally went o u t  and s t a y e d  w i t h  him. The i n t e r p r e t e r s  

. normally d o n ' t  do t h a t .  H e  was good.. 
Q- Where was t h i s  m i n e f i e l d  where s o  many men were 
i n j u r e d ?  

A.  I t  w a s  n o r t h  o f  LZ D o t t i e .  It w a s  a long  t h e  
n o r t h e r n  A 0  boundary. W e  went i n  t h e r e .  A s  I r e c a l l ,  i t  
w a s  a b lock ing  p o s i t i o n  job f o r  MEDINA's  company, and they  
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He d e c l i n e d  t o  d e s c r i b e  t h e  p l a t o o n ' s  a c t i o n s  i n  t h e  sub- 
hamlet  (pg.  15)  . He a l s o  d e c l i n e d  t o  answer a  q u e s t i o n  
concerning an o r d e r  t o  s t o p  t h e  shoo t ing  (pg. 1 5 ) .  

c. Contac t  w i th  c i v i l i a n s .  

The w i t n e s s  s t a t e d  t h a t  they  l e f t  t h e  hamlets  
o f  My La i  and Binh Tay and p o s s i b l y  a few b u i l d i n g s  were 
burning (pg.  1 7 ) .  He s t a t e d  t h a t  i n  t h e  s m a l l e r  v i l l a g e  
of  Binh Tay, 100 t o  125 people  were rounded up and a long  
wi th  300  people  from My Lai  ( 4 )  were s e n t  t o  t h e  south-  
west  w i th  t h e  ARVN group (pg. 17 )  . He s t a t e d  t h a t  he may 
De mistaken on t h e  numbers (pg. 1 8 ) .  H e  d i d  t h i n k  t h a t  
they r e t u r n e d  t o  t h e  n o r t h e a s t e r n  edge of My Lai  ( 4 )  and 
he asked FIEDINA what he should do wi th  t h e  people  and was 
t o l d  t o  move them t o  t h e  southwest  (pg.  1 9 ) .  H e  s t a t e d  
t h a t  t h e  l a s t  he saw o f  them was a s  t hey  walked around 
t h e  c o r n e r  (pg. 1 9 ) .  He s t a t e d  t h a t  he  d i d  n o t  s e e  women 
and c h i l d r e n  s h o t  down and he d i d  n o t  f e e l  t h a t  it 
happened (pg.  3 6 ) .  He s t a t e d  t h e  Na t iona l  P o l i c e  and t h e  
A R V N ' s  o p e r a t e d  wi th  them and i n  h-is  o p i n i o n ,  t hey  were 
doing a l o t  o f  t h e  unnecessary k i l l i n g ,  e s p e c i a l l y  of  young 
c h i l d r e n  (pg.  3 9 )  . He s a i d  they  were shoo t ing  a l o t  more 
people  t nan  most o f  t h e  o t h e r  people  were (pg. 3 9 ) .  
Approximately one dozen ARVN1s  were a t t a c h e d  t o  t h e i r  
p l a toon  (pg. 3 9 )  . 

a r e a .  
d. A d e s c r i p t i o n  of  t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  a c t i v i t y  i n  t h e  

The w i t n e s s  s t a t e d  they  were gu ided  t o  t h e  two 
VC i n  t h e  f i e l d  by a Huey, which he d i s t i n g u i s h e d  from a 
gunship (pg.  2 3 ) .  He f e l t  t h a t  t h e  gunsh ips  could n o t  
w a i t  around because they  had t o  be  used e lsewhere  o r  w e r e  
r e f u e l i n g  (pg . 2 3 )  . H e  a l s o  saw a l i t t l e  "bubble chopper1' 
f l y i n g  around b e f o r e  lunch t ime and it landed ,  a f t e r  i t s  
b l ades  h i t  t h e  t o p  of a t r e e  o u t  i n  a r i c e  paddy (pg.24).  
H e  d i d  n o t  see any o t h e r  h e l i c o p t e r s  l a n d  (pg.  24)  . H e  
s t a t e d  t h a t  he  had an RTO i n  h i s  squad who w a s  c a r r y i n g  a 
r a d i o  and t h a t  he  overheard  a message from a  h e l i c o p t e r  
p i l o t  s a y i n g ,  "From up h e r e  it looks  l i k e  a bloodbath.  
What t h e  h e l l  a r e  you doing down t h e r e ? "  (pg.  2 5 ) .  The 
w i t n e s s  w a s  moni tor ing  t h e  company n e t  a t  t h e  t i m e  (pg.25) . 
He s t a t e d  t h a t  h e  t a l k e d  ove r  t h a t  r a d i o  t o  t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  
p i l o t ,  who guided them t o  t h e  weapons and a l s o  ano the r  t i m e  
when a h e l i c o p t e r  p i l o t  s p o t t e d  a man running and r e p o r t e d  
i t  down t o  h i s  squad (pg. 26) . He d i d  n o t  h e a r  any 
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A .  I d o n ' t  know f o r  s u r e ,  sir.  I d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  so .  

Q Did t h e  company a l s o  go through My La i  ( 6 ) ?  

A.  I ' m  no t  s u r e ,  b u t  I d o n ' t  t h ink  we made it t o  
My Lai  ( 6 ) .  I th ink  w e  were s o  behind schedule t h a t  Bravo 
Company had a l ready come through My Lai  ( 6 ) .  I ' m  n o t  p o s i t i v e ,  
though; I ' d  have t o  check t h e  maps. 

Q You say you laagered  t h e r e  f o r  t h e  n i g h t ,
somewhere near  a  graveyard? -

A.  Yes, s i r .  I t  was more o r  l e s s  i n  t h e  r i c e  paddies ,  
t h e  second n i g h t  w e  were i n  t h e  graveyard. .  

Q Who was i n  t h e  graveyard? 

A .  The second n i g h t ,  t h e  company moved south  and 
wound up i n  a l a r g e  graveyard.  

Q The second n i g h t  i n  t h e  f i e l d ?  

A.  Yes, s ir .  

Q. The f i r s t  evening, s t i l l  t h e  evening of  t h e  16th ,  
d i d  you s e e  any National  Po l i ce  ques t ioning  p r i s o n e r s ,  
Vietnamese p r i soners?  

A .  Yes, I d i d .  

Q Did you see  anything unusual t ake  p l a c e  the re?  

A .  They seemed t o  be doing a l o t  more k i l l i n g  than 
ques t ioning .  

Q We've been t o l d  t h a t  one of t h e  p r i s o n e r s ,  while  
he was being i n t e r r o g a t e d ,  had a f i n g e r  o r  p a r t  of a f i n g e r  
c u t  o f f .  Did you wi tness  any such th ing?  

A.  No, sir.  I d i d n ' t  wi tness  it, bu t  I remember 
hear ing  about it, t h a t  they th rea tened  t o  c u t  one of h i s  
f i n g e r s  o f f  i f  he d i d n ' t  t ake  them t o  t h e  cache of weapons 
he knew about. And then a s  he took them t o  the  wrong one, 
they chopped o f f  one and s a i d ,  "Now, i f  you d o n ' t  want t o  
l o s e  two f i n g e r s ,  you'd b e t t e r  t a k e  us t o  it t h i s  t ime."  

Q. Do you know who chopped o f f  t h e  f i n g e r s ?  

A.  No, sir. I d o n ' t .  

a .  Did you s e e  any American o f f i c e r s  around t h e r e  
a t  t h e  time? 
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A. No, sir.  I d i d n ' t  s e e  anything. I remember 
hear ing  about it. 

Q = Did y0.u s e e  any of t h e  p r i soners  s h o t  by
National  Po l i ce?  

A. I d idn?  a c t - l a l l y  s e e  t h e  Nat ional  P o l i c e  
shoot them, b u t  I had seen them take  them over  t o  t h e  s i d e .  
I heard r i f l e  s h o t s .  I imagine they were being s h o t ,  because 
they d i d n ' t  reappear .  

Q Did you hear  t h a t  evening any d e s c r i p t i o n  of t h e  
opera t ions  of Bravo Company? 

A. No, s ir .  

Q- Did you, t h a t  evening o r  any o t h e r  t ime,  hea r  
anything about an element of Bravo Company going i n t o  a 
hamlet somewhere near  t h e  seacoas t  t h a t  same day and 
k i l l i n g  a number of c i v i l i a n s ?  

A. I heard t h a t  now, a f t e r  t h i s  opera t ion ,  b u t  during 
t h e  opera t ion  and immediately t h e r e a f t e r ,  I h a d n ' t  heard it. 

Q. I t  w a s  only r e c e n t l y  t h a t  you heard t h i s ?  

A. W e l l ,  I heard of it, I guess a couple of weeks 
a f t e r  we had gone through t h e  v i l l a g e .  

Q- Do you r e c a l l  what you heard about t h i s ?  

A. N o ,  s ir ,  n o t  even p a r t  of it. Recent ly,  because 
of t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  I have heard t h a t  c e r t a i n  members of 
Bravo company were a l s o  under i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  And t h e  company, 
they supposedly had done th ings  s i m i l a r  t o  My Lai  i n  another  
v i l l a g e ,  a s  we were supposed t o  have done. 

Q. Did you h e a r ,  from t a l k i n g  t o  people perhaps,  
whether Bravo Company had rece ived  s u b s t a n t i a l l y  t h e  same 
orders  Char l i e  Company had, about moving a g a i n s t  hamlets 
i n  t h i s  a rea?  

A. No, sir ,  no t  t h a t  I know o f .  

Q. You weren ' t  a t  t h e  t ime made aware of t h e  n a t u r e  
of t h e  o rde r s  of Bravo Company.? 

A. No, sir. 
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Russian o r  American. I t  seems ve ry  s t a r t l i n g  t o  m e  t h a t  
somebody could  a c t u a l l y  draw a bead on a c h i l d  a t  t h a t  age 
and f i r e .  But through t h e  v i l l a g e  I d i d  n o t  see t h a t ,  
excep t  i n  t h e  c a s e s  of t h e  few ARVN and Na t iona l  P o l i c e  
t h a t  we had going th rough  w i t h  u s .  And they  w e r e  
supposed t o  be  k i l l i n g  o f f  q u i t e  a few c h i l d r e n .  

Q. I wonder i f  you would c a r e  t o  e l a b o r a t e  on 
t h a t .  I d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  w e  have any o t h e r  tes t imony on 
t h i s  p o i n t .  

A. A s  I s t a t e d  i n  t h e  e a r l i e r  t es t imony t o  Colonel  
WILSON, t h e r e  were Na t iona l  P o l i c e  and ARVN's  o p e r a t i n g  w i t h  
u s .  And t h a t  i n  my eyes  a lone ,  whether  t hey  w e r e  o r  n o t  I 
c a n ' t  s ay ,  i n  my eyes  t h e y  seemed t o  be doing a l o t  o f  
unnecessary k i l l i n g ,  e s p e c i a l l y  o f  young c h i l d r e n .  I d o n ' t  
know what t h e i r  r ea son  f o r  it was. I r e a l i z e  t h a t  t h e y  do 
n o t  r e g a r d  human l i f e  as w e  do. And f o r  some reason  t h e y  
may have j u s t  f e l t  t h a t  maybe it would have been t o o  much 
t r o u b l e  t o  t a k e  t h i s  poor l i t t l e  2-year-old k i d  s t a n d i n g  
t h e r e  by h imse l f  and t r y  t o  f i n d  a home f o r  him o r  p u t  him 
i n  an orphanage,  I d o n ' t  know, b u t  t hey  were doing a l o t  
of  k i l l i n g ,  going through t h e  v i l l a g e ,  shoo t ing  a l o t  more 
t h a n  most o t h e r  people  w e r e .  

Q. How many of t h e s e  ARVN people  w e r e  t h e r e ?  

A. I s a i d  e a r l i e r  I d i d n ' t  know. I s t i l l  d o n ' t .  
I c o u l d n ' t  even t a k e  an educa ted  guess ,  because I d i d n ' t  
g e t  t h e  a c t u a l  fo rmat ion  of who would be a t t a c h e d  t o  us 
o r  detached from u s .  I know I saw a t  l e a s t  f o u r  Na t iona l  
P o l i c e  and a t  l e a s t  two Popular  Forces  i n d i v i d u a l s ,  and 
t h e r e  were probably a n o t h e r ,  s a y  dozen around somewhere 
else between t h e  ARVN 's and--

8 

Q. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Were any a t t a c h e d  t o  your  p l a toon?  

A. D i r e c t l y  t o  o u r  p l a t o o n ,  I b e l i e v e  w e  had Colonel  
BARKER'S a i d e ,  a n d ' I  t h i n k  we g o t  one i n t e r p r e t e r  and ano the r  
two ARVN. I ' m  no t  s u r e  e x a c t l y .  I t  w a s  something l i k e  t h a t .  

Q Did t h e y  move a long  wi th  L i e u t e n a n t  BROOKS? 

A. Most of t h e  t ime ,  yes .  

Q. Headquar ters  s e c t i o n .  You s a i d  Colonel  BARKER'S 
a i d e ?  
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b. The c i v i l i a n s  i n  t h e  v i l l a g e .  

H e  s t a t e d  t h a t  he  could  n o t  see many bod ie s  
because h e  w a s  on t h e  edge o f  t h e  v i l l a g e  (pg. 1 3 ) .  Q u i t e  
a few people  r a n  o u t  o f  t h e  v i l l a g e  i n  t h e  o p p o s i t e  
d i r e c t i o n  from him (pgs .  13,  1 4 ) .  H e  saw 20 t o  25 bodies  
(pg. 1 4 )  

c. My L a i  ( 5 ) .  . 

The gunships  s h o t  two o f  t h e  enemy w i t h  weapons 
and h i s  p l a t o o n  went t o  recover  them (pgs .  1 4 ,  15)  . They 
went t o  a n o t h e r  v i l l a g e  which was n o r t h  of  them and began 
t o  burn it down (pgs .  1 4 ,  16)  . The p l a t o o n  l e a d e r  t o l d  
them t o  s t o p  and s t a t e d  t h a t  t hey  were j u s t  " sea rch ing  and 
c l e a r i n g "  (pgs .  16 ,  19) . H e  d i d  n o t  know why they went 
up t o  t h a t  v i l l a g e  b u t  thought  it w a s  because t h e  p l a toons  
were s p r e a d i n g  o u t  (pgs.  29, 30) . 

d. . L a t e r  even t s .  

H e  d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  e x a c t l y  what t hey  d i d  i n  t h e  
a f t e rnoon  b u t  r e c a l l e d  be ing  on a beach where h e  s a w  some 
c i v i l i a n  p o l i c e  (pg.  19) . That n i g h t  t hey  ended up i n  a 
graveyard.  H e  d i d  n o t  remember anyth ing  unusual  b e f o r e  t hey  
l a a g e r e d  (pgs . 19,  2 0 )  . He - i d e n t i f i e d  t h e  l o c a t i o n  i n  
E x h i b i t  P-126 (pg. 35 ) .  H e  heard  t h e  gunshots  a s  t h e  p o l i c e  
s h o t  t h e  p r i s o n e r s  (pg. 3 6 ) .  H e  d i d  n o t  remember anyth ing  
about  Co Lay (2 )  (pg. 2 0 ) ,  o r  o f  k i l l i n g s  on t h e  c o a s t  
(pg. 2 4 ) .  @ 

4 .  INQUIRIES CONCERNING THE ASSAULT. 

They r e t u r n e d  t o  LZ D o t t i e  a f t e r  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  be-
cause  t h e r e  w a s  some k ind  of  an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  be ing  run 
(pg. 2 0 ) .  H e  d i d  n o t  s e e  any s e n i o r  o f f i c e r s  when they  
r e t u r n e d  t o  LZ D o t t i e ,  no r  d i d  anyone ask  him i f  t h e r e  were 
any q u e s t i o n s  (pg. 22 ) .  H e  heard  through t h e  grapevine t h a t  
t h e r e  had been an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  a f t e r  they  r e t u r n e d  and he 
f e l t  t h a t  t h i s  was why they were e x t r a c t e d  (pg. 22 ) .  H e  
a l s o  f e l t  they  were p u l l e d  back because they  were i n  t h e  
wrong v i l l a g e  (pg. 23) . This  was because t h e  landmarks t h a t  
he was looking  f o r ,  namely a r i v e r  t o  t h e i r  f r o n t  w i th  a 
b r i d g e  was n o t  i n  evidence when they  landed (pg. 2 3 ) .  H e  
d i d  n o t  t h i n k  t h a t  anyone i n  the p l a t o o n  was asked any 
q u e s t i o n s  (pg. 2 4 ) ,  b u t  he f e l t  t h a t  t h e  i n v e s t i g a t o r s  would 
"more o r  l e s s  ques t ioned  o f f i c e r s "  (pg. 2 5 ) .  H e  f e l t  t h a t  
t h e  i n c i d e n t  w a s  r e p o r t e d  because of  t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  
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A, Those Na t iona l  P o l i c e ,  whatever you ca l l  
them. 

Q Where d i d  you s e e  them? 

A. They were i n  t h e  rear. They had some p r i s o n e r s .  

Q What d i d  they do w i t h  t h e  p r i s o n e r s ?  

A. I know they  s h o t  them. 

Q Did you see them? 

A. I d i d n l . t  s e e  them. 

Q a You heard  i t ?  

A. I heard  t h e  gunshots .  

Q How many? 

A. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l ,  - F i v e  o r  s i x .  I t h i n k  
it w a s  t h r e e  o r  f o u r  p r i s o n e r s .  

(COL WILSON o r i e n t e d  t h e  w i t n e s s  on 
the aerial  photograph and maps, and subsequent ly  
decided a g a i n s t  u s ing  them because of t h e  l i m i t e d  
knowledge of  t h e  w i tnes s  concerning p o s i t i v e  i d e n t i -
f i c a t i o n  of  areas. on the photograph. ) 

Q- One o t h e r  ques t ion .  Before  you went t o  
Vietnam, d i d  you r e c e i v e  any t r a i n i n g  i n  hand l ing  
of p r i s o n e r s  of w a r  and noncombatants? 

A .  J u s t  p u t t i n g  them i n  POW camps is about  
a l l .  

Q I mean, i n  a combat s i t u a t i o n ?  

A. I don ' t  remember i f  I d i d  or  n o t .  
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A. General ly ,  s i r ,  my primary funct ion  was t o  advise  
t h e  S2 i n  t h e  i n t e l l i g e n c e  f i e l d :  i n t e r r o g a t i o n s ,  agents ,  

, 	 r e c r u i t i n g  agen t s ,  and t h e  type of  information t h a t  was need-
ed. I a l s o  was considered t h e  S2 of t h e  advisory team be- 
cause I had a  m i l i t a r y  i n t e l l i g e n c e  team working f o r  me. 
attempted t o  provide i n t e l l i g e n c e  information through MACV 
and USARV channels on t h e  s i t u a t i o n  i n  Quang Ngai Province. 

Q- How many people d id  you have i n  your M I  detachment? 

A. I t  f l u c t u a t e d ,  sir.  I b e l i e v e  I was author ized  
another  o f f i c e r  who was a  l i e u t e n a n t ,  and f i v e  e n l i s t e d  men. 
A t  one time it w a s  seven. 

Q- Did you work them a l l  o u t  of Quang Ngai, o r  d id  
you have some of them working i n  and o u t  of t h e  d i s t r i c t  
headquarters?  

A. N o ,  s i r ,  a l l  of mine were i n  Quang Ngai. Well, 
when I a r r i v e d  t h e r e ,  t h e r e  was one who was working i n  t h e  
d i s t r i c t  headquar ters  i n  Duc Pho D i s t r i c t .  He was on loan 
t o  them u n t i l  they got  t h e i r  own i n t e l l i g e n c e  o f f i c e r  f o r  
t h e i r  d i s t r i c t  i n t e l l i g e n c e  opera t ions  t h e r e .  

Q. Now, l e t  me ask you a couple more th ings  about 
your i n t e l l i g e n c e  advisory funct ion  be fo re  we g e t  o f f  t o  
o t h e r s .  Did you a l s o  advise t h e  S2 w i t h  r e sgec t  t o  t he  
c o l l e c t i o n  of  information,  t h a t  i s ,  t h e  p repara t ion  and 
such t h i n g s  a s  E E I  and development of  c o l l e c t i o n  p lans  and 
various o t h e r  t h i n g s  connected with t h e  i n t e l l i g e n c e  process? 

A. S i r ,  t h i s  was p a r t  of my d u t i e s  as  o u t l i n e d .  I 
r e a l l y  never had t o  do much adv i s ing  t o  my coun te rpa r t .  He 
was q u i t e  a capable i n d i v i d u a l  .-. 
Q. What was h i s  name, p lease?  

A. A Vietnamese, Captain DUC. 

Q - D-U-C? 

A. ,Yes,  sir. He i s  r a t h e r  s h o r t ,  a  heavy-set s h o r t  
Vietnamese? 

Q- Is he  any r e l a t i o n  t o  t h e  Lieutenant  DUC who i s  
a l s o  i n  t h e  i n t e l l i g e n c e  bus iness  a t  Son Tinh? 
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A .  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  so .  No, s ir .  DUC was h i s  g iven  
name, of cou r se ,  and Pham T in  DUC was h i s  name. 

Q. You found Captain  DUC t o  be  q u i t e . a  competent
i n t e l l i g e n c e  o f f i c e r ,  s o  your a s s i s t a n c e  t o  him i n  t e r m s  of  
guidance was somewhat n e g l i g i b l e ?  

A .  Yes, s ir .  I t h i n k  h e  w a s  very competent.  

Q My nex t  q u e s t i o n  was going t o  i n d i c a t e  your  re-
l a t i o n s h i p  w i t h  o t h e r  i n t e l l i g e n c e  a c t i v i t i e s  w i t h i n  t h e  
advisory  s t a f f  and wi thou t  t h e  advisory  s t a f f .  Here I ' m  
r e l a t i n g  t o  such t h i n g s  a s  t h e  D I O C  and o t h e r  a c t i v i t i e s  
w i t h i n  your  adv i so ry  s t a f f ,  and then  wi th  t h e  advisory  s t a f f ,  
l e t ' s  say  a t  2 d  ARVN Div is ion?  

A .  Y e s ,  sir.  I had q u i t e  a  c l o s e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  w i t h  
t h e  a d v i s o r s  th roughout  t h e  p rov ince ,  t h e  i n t e l l i g e n c e  ad-
v i s o r s .  I was i n  a lmost  d a i l y  c o n t a c t  w i th  t h e  adv i so ry  
s t a f f  and w i t h  2d ARVN Div i s ion ,  Major EARLE and h i s  team. 

Q - How about h i s  c o u n t e r p a r t ,  Major PHO? 

A. Yes, s i r ,  I knew Major PHO q u i t e  w e l l .  

Q Is h e  q u i t e  a competent i n t e l l i g e n c e  o f f i c e r ?  

A. H e  s t r u c k  me a s  such .  Yes, sir .  I a l s o  had q u i t e  
a c l o s e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  w i t h  M r .  RAMSDELL, who w a s  t h e  a d v i s o r  
t o  t h e  Na t iona l  P o l i c e  S p e c i a l  Branch. 

Q W e  w e r e  l e d  t o  b e l i e v e  he  w a s  q u i t e  a competent
i n d i v i d u a l .  

A. H e  s t r u c k  me a s  such ,  and h i s  c o u n t e r p a r t  whose 
name I d o n ' t  r e c a l l .  

Q. You a l s o  worked wi th  M r .  PREW? 

A. M r .  N e i l 1  PREW. 

9 . Y e s ,  with t h e  census  g r i e v a n c e ,  

A .  Y e s ,  s i r .  I c a n ' t  r e c a l l  t h e  name. O f  course ,  
. I v i s i t e d  t h e  d i s t r i c t  i n t e l l i g e n c e  c e n t e r s  and t a l k e d  t o  

t h e i r  a d v i s o r s  p e r i o d i c a l l y .  

APP T-387 

CONFIDENTIAL 

36 0 



CONFIDENTIAL 

MR MACCRATE: You worked wi th  L i e u t e n a n t  DAWKINS? 

A. Y e s ,  s ir ,  t h e  nzme sowds f a m i l i a r .  

Q. Son Tinh Dis t r ic t .  

10:  And I t a k e  it you a l s o  had q u i t e  a few c o n t a c t s  
w i t h  M r .  KISSINGER i n  Quang Ngai? 

Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q So you w e r e  r i g h t  w i t h i n  t h e  h e a r t  of  t h e  i n -
t e l l i g e n c e  community t h e r e ?  

A.  Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q What w a s  t h e  number of your  M I  detachment? 

A. S i r ,  w e  w e r e n ' t  r e a l l y  an M I  detachment a s  such.  
W e  w e r e  an M I  team which was a t  t h a t  t i m e  a s s igned  t o  USARV 
and a t t a c h e d  t o  MACV. We d i d  n o t  have a number. 

. . Q. From whom d i d  you r e c e i v e  your  i n t e l l i g e n c e  i n -
s t r u c t i o n s ?  

A. W e l l ,  I had q u i t e  an unusual  cha in  of command. 
A s  f a r  a s  t a c t i c a i  o r d e r  of  b a t t i e ,  I came under t h e  d i v i s i o n  
G2 a d v i s o r ,  r e p o r t i n g  t o  them and r e c e i v i n g  guidance from 
them. 

Q. Major EARLE? 

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  I c a n ' t  r e c a l l  t h e  i n f r a s t r u c t u r e  guid-
ance.  I r e p o r t e d  d i r e c t l y  t o  I Corps and r e c e i v e d  guidance 
and i n s t r u c t i o n  from them. 

Q Your Phoenix in fo rma t ion ,  then?  

A. Y e s .  

Q. What w a s  your r e l a t i o n s h i p  w i t h  t h e  52d M I  De-
tachment a t  Duc Pho, 1 1 t h  Br igade ,  headed by Capta in  LABRIOLA? 

A. W e l l ,  I had ve ry  l i t t l e  c o n t a c t ,  a c t u a l l y ,  w i t h  
t h e  M I  team, M I  detachment a t  Duc Pho. I d i d  have f o r  a t ime.  
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A .  I ' m  p r e t t y  s u r e  it w a s n ' t  a  day o r  two because 
we w e r e  t o o  busy then .  

Q. The o p e r a t i o n  w e  are t a l k i n g  about ,  i f  w e  cou ld  
r e f r e s h  your memory, r e p o r t e d  128 VC K I A ,  2 U . S .  K I A ,  11 U . S .  
WIA, and 3 weapons cap tu red .  NOW, do t h o s e  f i g u r e s  r e c a l l  
any th ing  f o r  you? W e  know t h a t  t h e  in format ion  as a r e s u l t  
o f  t h i s  o p e r a t i o n  d i d  g e t  t o  p rov ince ,  d i d  g e t  t o  Colonel  
KHIEN. A s  a m a t t e r  o f  f a c t ,  w e  have seen where he  had w r i t t e n  
it on h i s  own pape r s ,  s o  w e  a r e  w e l l  f a m i l i a r  w i t h  t h e  f a c t  . 

t h a t  he  a t  leas t  g o t  t h e  in format ion .  

A. I would say  t h a t  probably t h e  128 sounds f a m i l i a r .  
I would h a t e  t o  s ay  any th ing  about t h e  o t h e r  f i g u r e s  be- 
cause  I j u s t  d o n ' t  r e c a l l  them offhand.  

Q. Do you r e c a l l  any d i s c u s s i o n  of  1 2 8  enemy K I A  and 
on ly  3 weapons? 

A. No, s i r ,  because I t h i n k  when I had t h e  i n i t i a l  
r e p o r t ,  I d i d n ' t  have t h e  weapons f i g u r e .  I j u s t . h a d  t h e  
KIA.  I d i s c u s s e d  it w i t h  my c o u n t e r p a r t .  

Q. You d i d  d i s c u s s  it. You had g o t t e n  128 VC k i l l e d  
and when you add t o  t h a t  i n  terms of  wounded and s o  f o r t h ,  
you wouldn ' t  have much l e f t  of  t h e  48th Local  Force  B a t t a l i o n ,  
would you? 

A. No, s i r ,  you wouldn ' t .  

Q. Did you e v e r  h e a r  l a t e r  on,  l e t ' s  say mid-April,  
of any k ind  o f  r e p o r t s  from Vietnamese sou rces  which may have 
a l l e g e d  a l a r g e  number of  c i v i l i a n s  were k i l l e d  o u t  i n  t h i s  
a r e a  about  mid-March? 

A. No, s ir .  I have. a l r eady  thought  t h i s  q u e s t i o n  o u t ,  
and I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  any k ind  o f  v e r b a l  r e p o r t s  o r  a g e n t  r e p o r t s  
o r  any th ing  of  t h i s  n a t u r e ,  a l a r g e  number o f  c i v i l i a n s  be ing  
k i l l e d .  

Q. Where d i d  your  agen t s  work? Of cou r se ,  t hey  w e r e n ' t  
agents themselves ,  They w e r e  c o n t r o l l i n g  o t h e r  a g e n t s ,  I t a k e  
it, and s e r v i n g  as c a s e  o f f i c e r s .  

A. Yes, s i r .  
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Q. Did they have people i n  con tac t  i n  t h e  refugee 
camps and people c o n t r o l l i n g  and going from Quang Ngai and so  
on? 

A. Well, I had no agents working d i r e c t l y  f o r  me. 
My counterpar t  had agents .  I d o n s t  r e c a l l  t h e  f i g u r e s  o r  t h e  
d i s p o s i t i o n  of  h i s  case o f f i c e r s ,  b u t  I do r e c a l l  t h a t  we had 
q u i t e  a good coverage of the  Binh Son, Son Tinh, Mo Duc, and 
Duc Pho a reas .  

Q. T e l l  m e ,  i f  you d i d n ' t  run agents ,  what d i d  you do 
wi th  one o f f i c e r  and f i v e  o r  seven e n l i s t e d  men t h e r e ?  

A. We wrote r e p o r t s ,  sir.  

Q. Did you ever  g e t  a f e e l i n g  of  s a t i s f a c t i o n  o u t  of  
t h a t ?  

A. NO, s ir .  

Q To whom d id  you r e p o r t  a s  a G 2  adv i so r  o r  S2 ad-
v i s o r ?  D i d  you r e p o r t  t o  Colonel GREEN o r  d i d  you r e p o r t  t o  

. Colonel GUINN? 

A. Colonel GREEN. No, I ' m  t r y i n g  t o  p l a c e  Colonel 
' GREEN. I repor ted  t o  Colonel G U I N N .  

. Q. H e  was t h e  deputy s e n i o r  advisor  and t h e  s e c t o r  

. advisor?  

A .  He was t h e  s e n i o r  m i l i t a r y  advisor .  

Q - .Do you remember h i s  deputy, Lieutenant  Colonel 
GREEN, a co lored  o f f i c e r  who handled a l o t  of admin i s t r a t ion  
a s  wel l?  

A. Yes , s i r .  

Q- L e t  me have Exh ib i t  M-28, p lease .  , 

(The recorder  d id  a s  i n s t r u c t e d . )  

I have here  a paper which has been en te red  i n t o  t h e  
record  a s  Exh ib i t  M-28, and i t ' s  dated 28 March 1968. I t ' s  
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Q .  Did you e v e r  i n c l u d e  t h a t  i n  any o f  your i n t e l l i -
gence summaries? 

A .  No, s i r ,  I d i d  n o t  r e p o r t  American c a s u a l t i e s .  . 

Q Did you e v e r  h e a r  o f  any r e p o r t s  which may have come 
t o  t h e  a t t e n t i o n  of t h e  prov ince  c h i e f  o r  o t h e r  o f f i c i a l s  through 
t h e  Census Grievance Committee system? 

A. Would jou  state t h e  q u e s t i o n  a g a i n ,  p l e a s e ?  

Q The q u e s t i o n  was whether any in format ion  which had 
been submi t ted  t o  p rov ince  headqua r t e r s  through census  g r i e v -
ance channels  conrern ing  something unusual  having happened i n  
t h e  My L a i  a r e a ,  Son My a r e a ,  around t h e  middle o f  March was 
eve r  c a l l e d  t o  your  a t t e n t i o n ?  

A. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  any such r e p o r t ,  sir.  

Q.  I have h e r e  E x h i b i t  M-31, da t ed  18 March, which i s  
a census  g r i evance  r e p o r t ,  and ask i f  t h i s  w a s  e v e r  c a l l e d  t o  
your a t t e n t i o n ,  whether you had e v e r  seen  t h i s  o r  any th ing  
comparable t o  i t ?  

A. No, s ir .  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l .  

Q. To t h e  b e s t  of  your r e c o l l e c t i o n ,  you 've  never 
seen  t h a t  paper?  

A. I c a n ' t  r e c a l l  it. No, sir. 

. Q *  The Vietnamese v e r s i o n  i s  a t t a c h e d .  You might
t a k e  a look a t  t h a t  t o  see i f  t h a t  r i n g s  a b e l l .  

(The w i t n e s s  does a s  i n s t r u c t e d . )  

A. No, s i r .  The Vietnamese, I d i d  n o t  g e t  t h e  V i e t -
namese. 

Q.  I have one more paper .  

iviR iviACCTW'IE: Capkain LANE, a s  you can s e e  from t h e  papers  
t h a t  you have been shown, t h e r e  were many t h i n g s  going on 
around you a t  t h i s  t i m e .  W e  do know of  va r ious  d i s c u s s i o n s ,  
and have reason  t o  b e l i e v e  t h a t  you w e r e  i n  a p o s i t i o n  where 
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p la toon  s e r g e a n t ,  Sergeant  COWAN, and they  moved on t h e  
l e f t  s i d e  of  t h e  p l a toon  which w a s  ass igned  t h e  r i g h t  
f l a n k  of  t h e  v i l l a g e  (pgs .  7 ,  8 ) .  They s t a y e d  on t h e  main 
t r a i l  t h a t  moved through t h e  v i l l a g e  75% of t h e  t i m e  
(pg.  2 6 ) .  He d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  s e e i n g  Se rgean t s  BACON o r  

M I T C J ' J A  (pg. 2 7 ) ,  o r  , a n y  o f f i c e r s  o t h e r  t han  CALLEY, whom h e  
observed on f i r s t  e n t e r i n g  t h e  v i l l a g e  (pg. 9 ) .  The p l a toon  
e n t e r e d  t h e  v i l l a g e  wi th  a g r e a t  d e a l  of  f i r i n g  (pg.  6), 
b u t  r ece ived  no hosti1.e f i r e  (pg.  6 )  . LEE was never  c a l l e d  
upon t o  g i v e  f i r s t  a i d  t o  anyone (pg.  9 ) .  He observed some 
bod ie s  on e n t e r i n g  t h e  v i l l a g e  (pg.  2 7 ) ,  and e s t i m a t e d  he 
saw 50-60 bod ie s  of men, women, and c h i l d r e n  a s  he moved 
through t h e  v i l l a g e  (pgs .  8 ,  11). Some of  t h e s e  bodies  
were m u t i l a t e d  (pg.  7 ) .  

b. Actions  of  t h e  p l a toon .  

A s  t h e  p l a toon  moved i n t o  t h e  v i l l a g e ,  t h e  men 
k i l l e d  everyone and eve ry th ing  around (pg.  6 ) .  The men 
were wi ld  and ungovernable and COWAN, who could  n o t  have . 

c o n t r o l l e d  the group even i f  he  had a t tempted  t o  do s o ,  
agreed wi th  LEE t h a t  t h e r e  was no need f o r  t h e  k i l l i n g  
(pgs .  7 ,  1 3 ) .  Perhaps seven members of  t h e  p l a toon  were doing 
t h e  a c t u a l  k i l l i n g  (pgs. 1 3 ,  1 4 )  . Some o f  t h e  men walked i n t o  
p e o p l e ' s  homes and k i l l e d  them t h e r e  (pg.  8 ) .  He saw f o u r  
o r  f i v e  persons  k i l l e d  i n  a group (pg.  8 ) .  LEE saw t h e  
gunship l i f t  o u t  some of t h e  noncombatants (pg.  1 0 ) .  H e  
d i d  n o t  s e e  a d i t c h  wi th  bod ie s  i n  i t ,  nor  d i d  he s e e  
c i v i l i a n s  rounded up and moved ahead (pg.  91)1,About t h r e e  
q u a r t e r s  of  t h e  way through t h e  v i l l a g e ,  he heard  t h a t  an 
o r d e r  had come from MEDINA t o  s t o p  t h e  k i l l i n g  (pgs.  9 ,  1 0 ,  
13 ,  2 7 ) .  A f t e r  he had passed through t h e  v i l l a g e r h e  looked 
back and saw t h a t  some of t h e  hootclhes were burn ing  (pg. 11). 

c. F u r t h e r  a c t i o n .  

The company h e l d  up f o r  about  an hour  and a h a l f  
on t h e  east  s i d e  of t h e  v i l l a g e  and then  moved t o  i t s  
l a a g e r  p o s i t i o n  approximately 800 t o  1000 meters from t h e  
v i l l a g e  (pgs .  29,  31) . LEE knew noth ing  about  two VC 
s u s p e c t s  be ing  k i l l e d  t h e r e  by t h e  Na t iona l  P o l i c e  (pg. 1 2 ) .  
On t h e  n e x t  day,  t h e  p l a toon  had a miss ion  on H i l l  85 where 
MEADLO w a s  wounded (pg. 15)  . While w a i t i n g  t o  be medevac'd 
MEADLO t o l d  CALLEY aga in  and aga in  t h a t  CALLEY would pay 
some day f o r  what he had made him do (pg. 20) . 
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Q Do you remember a cemetery o r  a graveyard nearby,
where you laagered  i n  f o r  t h e  n igh t .  

A .  No, I do no t .  

Q 'That  a f te rnoon d i d  you s e e  any National  Pol ice?  

A. Yes, I b e l i e v e  t h e r e  were some. 

Q We have some evidence t h a t  they i n t e r r o g a t e d  some 
VC suspec t s ,  and they perhaps k i l l e d  two of them. Do you know 
anything about t h i s ?  

A. Not t h a t '  I can remember, sir.  

Q Did you s e e  any v i s i t i n g  o f f i c e r s  a t  t h i s  time? 

A. No, I d i d n ' t  s ee  any, sir.  

Q Did you know cap ta in  KOTOUC? 
C

A. i No, I d i d n ' t .  

Q- Captain MICHLES of B/4/3? 

A. No, I don 't know him. 

COIL FRANKLIN: You were back- t h e r e  w i t h  Sergeant  COWAN? You 
s a i d  t h a t  Sergeant  COWAN saw no need f o r  a l l  t h i s  k i l l i n g ?  

A. Yes, sir. 
t 

Q: Did Sergeant  COWAN do anything about i t ?  H e  was 
p la toon s e r g e a n t ,  wasn 't he? 

A. I d o n ' t  know whether he d i d  o r  not .  I can remem-
b e r  him saying  a s  we walked along t h a t  t h e r e  was j u s t  no need 
f o r  t h a t .  

Q Did you have the  thought t h a t  he could s t o p  i t ?  

A. I never had t h e  thought t h a t  he could,  no. 

Q Why not?  

A. I t  was j u s t  s o  o u t  of hand, s i r ,  t h e  whole th ing .  

Q What do you mean out  of hand? 
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wi th  t h e  c h a p l a i n s  r e s o u r c e s  t h e r e  are many G I  ' s  t h a t  w i l l  
come t o  a c h a p l a i n  when they  won ' t  go t o  anybody else. A s  
t o  t h e s e  o t h e r  r e sou rces  t h e r e  w a s n ' t  any th ing  t o  substantiate 
what THOMPSON had t o l d  CRESWELL of  t h e  s e r i o u s n e s s  of t h e  
t h i n g .  I n  o t h e r  words s u r e ,  t h e r e  had been 1 2 4  women an& 
c h i l d r e n  k i l l e d .  Any t ime under any c i rcumstances  i t ' s  bad 
news. I was up i n  t h e  Que Son Val ley  when they  had 88,000 
r e fugees  coming down t h a t  way going i n t o  r e fugee  camps, 
and a l o t  of t e r r i b l e  t h i n g s  happen. The Koreans had some 
a c t i o n  up t h e r e  t h a t  came t o  my a t t e n t i o n  through t h e  Arne-
r i c a n  p r i n t ,  some bad t h i n g s  t h a t  were even on t h e  same 
p a r a l l e l  a s  what w e ' r e  r e p o r t i n g  h e r e  a t  My Lai .  

So a l o t  of  bad t h i n g s  happen. Again looking  
a t  it a t  t h a t  t i m e ,  w i th  a l l  t h e  i n fo rma t ion  t h a t  came t o  
me, I had no o t h e r  way t o  know than  through those  sou rces  
t h a t  I work through,  namely my s t a f f  o f f i c e r s  and my own 
b a t t a l i o n  c h a p l a i n s  and whatever  people  come t o  me, m i s -
s i o n a r y ~ ,t h e  Buddhis t  c h a p l a i n ,  2d ARVN Div i s ion .  I t  
seems t o  m e  someone would have come t o  son~ebodyof  t h a t  
n a t u r e  and s a i d ,  "Look t h i s  i s  t r u e . "  I f  I had had one 
o t h e r  person  come t o  me and say  t h i s  i s  a b s o l u t e l y  what 
happened, I ' d  have gone b u s t i n g  i n  t o  t h e  g e n e r a l ' s  o f f i c e .  

Q Based upon your  i n d o c t r i n a t i o n  and s tudy ,  what 
w a s  your unders tanding  of your o b l i g a t i o n  t o  r e p o r t  a m a t t e r  
of t h i s  c h a x a c t e r  brought  t o  your  a t t e n t i o n ?  

A. Well,  t h e  SOP w a s n ' t  d i r e c t  on t h i s  b u t  my 
unders tanding  was t h a t  any th ing  t h a t  a f f e c t e d  t h e  morals 
o r  morale' of t h e  e n t i r e  d i v i s i o n  was my r e s p o n s i b i l i t y .  
I f  I hea rd  of any th ing ,  it was t o  be  r e p o r t e d .  There  were 
o t h e r  t imes  I d i d  go t o  s e e  General  KOSTER about  o t h e r  
matters. Maybe I should have done it on t h i s .  A s  I look 
back a t  it maybe t h a t  was my f a i l i n g .  But b e f o r e  you s e e  
t h e  g e n e r a l  you e x p l o r e  a l l  t h e  avenues of  approacl: t o  
s a t i s f y  your  i n t e r e s t .  Of course  he  was a busy man. I 
d i d n ' t  f e e l  c o n s t r a i n e d  t o  do t h i s  because of  what I have 
a l r e a d y  s t a t e d .  

Q - . B u t  you dLd f e e l  t h a t  t h e r e  was an unwarranted 
q u i e t n e s s  ? 

A. Y e s ,  I do t h i n k  t h a t ' s  s o .  I do t h i n k  t h a t ' s  
s o .  I ' m  s u r e  t h a t  CRESIELL was d i s s a t i s f i e d  w i t h  what I 
r e p o r t e d  back t o  him. H e  s o r t  of  imp l i ed  t h i s ,  needled m e  
a few t imes .  I w a s n ' t  e x a c t l y  e n t h u s i a s t i c  about  what was 
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d. Act ions  of t h e  19 th .  

On t h e  morning of t h e  1 9 t h  v o l u n t e e r s  found t h e  enemy 
mor ta r  p o s i t i o n  (pg. 6 5 ) .  They came upon two m i l i t a r y - a g e  
males i n  a nearby v i l l a g e ,  Ky Xuyen ( 1 1 ,  who were b e a t e n  by 
STRACHAN and Na t iona l  p o l i c e  (pgs .  6 5 ,  6 6 ) .  H e  d i d  n o t  
r e c a l l  t h a t  one of t h e  s u s p e c t s  escaped (pg. 6 6 ) .  H e  heard  
no th ing  about  o t h e r  PW1s be ing  m i s t r e a t e d  and h e  knew noth ing  
abou t  any r a p e s  (pg. 66) . He hea rd  no th ing  about  PW' s 
having f i n g e r s  c u t  o f f  (pgs.  70,  7 1 ) .  

4. INQUIRIES AFTER THE ASSAULT. 

LINKOUS knew of no i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  of t h e  16 March 
o p e r a t i o n  and w a s  never  ques t ioned  about  it (pg. 6 7 ) .  
knew of no one who was ques t ioned  (pg.  72) . H e  hea rd  
rumors about  unnecessary k i l l i n g s  by e i t h e r  B / 4 / 3  o r  
C/1/20 (pg. 7 0 ) .  

H e  
no 

5. OTHER INFORMATION. 

a. A t t i t u d e  of t h e  f i r s t  p l a t o o n  on t h e  16 th .  

The w i t n e s s  opined t h a t  i f  any women and c h i l d r e n  
w e r e  k i l l e d  when t h e  f i r s t  p l a t o o n  moved i n t o  t h e  v i l l a g e  
on t h e  1 6 t h  it w a s  because women were used f o r  combat and 
t h e  c h i l d r e n  w e r e  n o t  s een  (pg. 4 2 ) .  The f i r s t  p l a toon  might  
have k i l l e d  women and c h i l d r e n  because  they  were mad 
abou t  L ieu t enan t  COCHRAN be ing  k i l l e d  (pg. 4 3 ) .  He d i d  n o t  
know of any o r d e r s  g iven  by WILLINGHAM which could have 
r e s u l t e d  i n  noncombatants be ing  brought  under f i r e  (pg. 4 3 ) .  

b, Rapes. 

Had t h e r e  been any r a p e s  it wohld have been k e p t  
q u i e t  because  Capta in  MICHLES made c e r t a i n  t h a t  r a p i s t s  
w e r e  t r i e d  (pgs .  66, 6 7 ) .  

c. Mari juana.  

While mar i juana  was used by members of B Company, 
the w i t n e s s  d i d  n o t  t h i n k  it was smoked on o p e r a t i o n s  
(pg. 7 0 ) .  
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Q. The n e x t  day ,  d i d  anyth ing  s i g n i f i c a n t  happen 
t h a t  you can r e c a l l ?  

A .  Y e s ,  s i r .  A group of  v o l u n t e e r s  went t o  where t h e y  
thought  t h e  mor ta rs  came from and they  found t h e  i m p r i n t  of  
a base  p l a t e .  I t  l e d  i n t o  t h e  v i l l a g e  n o r t h  of u s ,  and w e  
found two males of  mi l i t a ry -age  i n  t h e  v i l l a g e .  We d i d n ' t  
have any Vietnamese i n t e r p r e t e r s  wi th  us .  STRACHAN had t aken  
over  MILUS' machinegun and w a s  wearing h i s  helmet .  H e  took h i s  
helmet o f f  and h i t  them bo th  i n  t h e  stomach, and w a s  y e l l i n g  
and screaming a t  them about  k i l l i n g  MILUS. 

Q This  v i l l a g e ,  w a s  t h a t  An Ky o r  Ky Xuyen ( 2 )  o r  
which v i l l a g e ?  Could you i d e n t i f y  it on t h e  map? 

(Witness i n d i c a t e s . )  

You are p o i n t i n g  t o  t h e  v i l l a g e  which i s  probably 
Ky Xuyen (1) a long  t h e  c o a s t  t h e r e .  You say  STMCHAN l e t  
t h e s e  two VC s u s p e c t s  have i t ?  

A .  Y e s ,  i n  t h e  stomach w i t h  t h e  he lmet  . 
Q W e  had a r e p o r t  t h a t  a t  1230 one VC s u s p e c t  w a s  
p icked up? 

A. W e  had , two of  them, because we brought  ' them ' bo th  
back t o  t h e  company p e r i m e t e r  and t u r n e d  them ove r  t o  t h e  
Vietnamese . 

, -.:I.-

Q . What happened t o  them then? ,  

A. They proceeded t o  b e a t  on t h ~ mand q u e s t i o n  them, 
and I don ' t  know what in format ion  they  g o t  o u t  of them. 

Was it t h e  - ~ a t i o n a lP o l i c e  o r  t h e  ARVN? 

A .  I saw t h e  Nat iona l  P o l i c e  b e a t i n g  them up. I d o n ' t  
know about  t h e  ARVN. 

Q Did you s e e  any American i n t e l l i g e n c e  pe r sonne l
t h e r e ?  

A. There may nave been.  

Q Did you e v e r  see t h i s  person i n  E x h i b i t  P-215? 

A .  That looks  l i k e  one of t h e  two w e  p icked  up. I t ' s  
d e f i n i t e l y  one of t h e  two we picked up. 
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Q Both of them were bea ten  up? 

A. Right.  

Q Does he look l i k e  t h e  one who was bea ten  t h e r e ?  

A. I t  looks l i k e  it was be fo re ,  because I am p r e t t y  
s u r e  h i s  nose was brolcen during t h e  bea t ing .  

Q. This  was t h e  bea t ing  given t o  them by t h e  Nat ional  
Pol ice?  

A. Y e s .  

Q : What d i d  they bea t  them with? 

A.  They used f i s t s .  

Q I understand, o r  we had repor ted  t h a t  one of t h e s e  
VC suspects  go t  away l a t e r ?  

A. I don' t remember. 

Q- A t  t h e  t ime your squad went o u t  t h e r e  t o  f i n d  a 
p o s i t i o n ,  how f a r  was t h a t  p o s i t i o n  from t h e  l a a g e r  a rea?  

A.  I ' d  say 200 t o  250 meters.  

Q a Did you hear  anything about any o t h e r  i n t e r r o g a t i o n s  
. . o r  mistreatment  of p r i soners  bes ide  t h i s  one. 

A. No. 

Q Did you hear  anything about rapes up t h e r e ?  

A.  No, s i r .  

Q. Did you hea r  anything about rapes  i n  any o t h e r  
a r eas  ? 

A .  No, sir.  Only what I have read i n  t h e  newspaper 
s i n c e  then .  

Q I was t a l k i n g  about B Company? 
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t h e r e  should  n o t  b e  an exces s ive  and i n d i s c r i m i n a t e  use  
o f  t h e i r  awesome f i repower .  A t  h i s  weekly commanders meet ings ,  
he  always made a p o i n t  o f  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  i n d i s c r i m i n a t e  
shoo t ing  worked t o  t h e i r  d i sadvantage  (pgs .  18 ,  19 )  . I t  
w a s  a l s o  emphasized that  a r t i l l e r y  and gunship p reps  should 
n o t  b e  p l aced  upon v i l l a g e s  when t h e  enemy's p resence  w a s  
unknown (pg.  2 7 )  . The 11 th  Brigade never  made it a p r a c t i c e  
t o  burn v i l l a g e s  (pg.  2 8 ) .  Major General  KOSTER's s t a t emen t  . 
t h a t  t h e r e  would b e  no burn ing  w i t h o u t  permiss ion  of t h e  CG 
o r  t h e  A D C ' s  would have been c o n s i s t e n t  w i t h  t h e  s p i r i t  of  
t h e  p o l i c y  d i scou rag ing  i n d i s c r i m i n a t e  shoo t ing  (pg. 2 9 ) .  

2.  TASK FORCE BARKER. 

a .  Reason f o r  i t s  format ion.  

Task Force  Barker was formed because t h e  b r i g a d e  was 
given a new area o f  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  by KOSTER, t h e  Batangan 
Peninsu la .  Batangan w a s  g iven  t o  them because t h e  4 th  
D iv i s ion  f o r c e s  w e r e  be ing  withdrawn from t h e  a r e a  and ROK 
Marines had been r e c e n t l y  removed (pgs .  9 ,  l o ) .  The t a s k  
f o r c e  was formed because t h e  b r i g a d e . h a d  only t h r e e  i n f a n t r y  
b a t t a l i o n s  and an i n f a n t r y  f o r c e  was needed t o  o p e r a t e  i n  
t h e  b r i g a d e ' s  new a r e a  o f  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  (pg. 9 )  . 

b. Organ iza t ion .  

The companies f o r  Task Force  Barker  w e r e  p icked  
a lphab&t i ca l ly  from t h e  b r i g a d e ' s  t h r e e  ba t t a l i ons - -A  from 
t h e - 1 s t  1nf a n t r y ,  B from t h e  3d Inf  a n t r y ,  and C from t h e  
20th  I n f a n t r y .  L i eu t enan t  Colonel  BARKER, fo rmer ly  t h e  
b r i g a d e  S3, was a s s igned  a s  t h e , t a s k  f o r c e  commander be- 
cause  he w a s  t h e  b e s t  man a v a i l a b l e  (pg. 9 ) .  The w i t n e s s  
agreed  t h a t  t h e  s t a f f  o f  Task Force  Barker  was inadequa te .  
LIPSCOMB gave BARKER good men f o r  h i s  s t a f f ,  b u t  it was . 
unde r s t r eng thed  (pg . 21) . 

c. The enemy. 

The 48th VC Local  Force B a t t a l i o n  had i t s  head-
q u a r t e r s  i n  t h e  P i n k v i l l e  a r e a .  The  Batangan Pen insu la  
w a s  a h o s t i l e  area (pg.  13)  . The mines and booby t r a p s  
i n  the Son My area had a s h a t t e r i n g  e f f e c t  on t h e  morale 
o f  t h e  men t h a t  o p e r a t e d  t h e r e .  The ROKS a l s o  had f a i l e d  t o  
a c c u r a t e l y  r e c o r d  t h e  whereabouts o f  t h e  . e e r . ? U s .  mines 
t h a t  they  had p l a c e d  (pg. 2 0 ) .  
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3 .  PINKVILLE AND OPERATIONS PRIOR TO 16 MARCH 1968. 

There were two s i g n i f i c a n t  b a t t l e s  i n  P i n k v i l l e  d u r i n g  
February o f  1968. They k i l l e d  74 VC i n  t h e  f i r s t  encoun te r  
and 68 i n  t h e  second.  However, P i n k v i l l e  remained a h o s t i l e  
a r e a .  The 11 th  ~ r i g a d e  had s u s t a i n e d  numerous mine and booby 
t r a p  c a s u a l t i e s  i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  o f  Son My (pgs .  13 ,  1 4 ) .  
LIPSCOMB f e l t  they  w e r e  unsucces s fu l  i n  d e s t r o y i n g  t h e  enemy 
i n  t h a t  a r e a  because h i s  s o l d i e r s  were u n f a m i l i a r  w i t h  
t h e  t e r r a i n  and t h e  enemy evaded t h e i r  sweeps by h i d i n g  i n  
a complex t u n n e l  sys tem (pgs.  1 6 ,  1 7 ) .  I n  one o f  t h e  
February b a t t l e s ,  t h e  ARVN's  w e r e  supposed t o  s u p p o r t  ~ / 3 / 1  
and f a i l e d  t o .  LIPSCOMB m e t  w i t h  Colonel  TOAN and t h e  s e n i o r  
U.S. a d v i s o r  t o  t h e  2d ARVN ~ i v i s i o n  r e g a r d i n g  t h e  ARVN 
shortcomings (pgs .  22, 23) . 
4 .  TASK FORCE BARKER'S 1 6  MARCH 1968 OPERATION I N  THE 
SON MY A M A .  

The P i n k v i l l e  o p e r a t i o n  o f  16 March w a s  BARKER'S i d e a .  
BARKER planned and executed  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  (pg. 22 ) .  P r i o r  
t o  s u r r e n d e r i n g  h i s  command t o  HENDERSON, LIPSCOMB gave no 
advice  t o  HENDERSON.regarding P i n k v i l l e .  I n  f a c t  t hey  d i d  
n o t  d i s c u s s  P i n k v i l l e  because it was n o t  a p r e s s i n g  
problem a t  b r i g a d e  l e v e l  (pgs. 23, 24) . 
5. PERSOKALITIES. 

a .  ~ i e u t e n a n t  Colonel  BLACKLEDGE was s l i g h t l y  above 
average a s  an S2 (pg. 24) . 

b .  Capta in  MICHLES was a "rough,  tough,  a g g r e s s i v e  
commander." LIPSCOMB cons ide red  t h e  t h r e e  Task Force  Barker 
company commanders a s  " s t rong"  . 

c .  BARKER was tough and hardnosed w h i l e  Major CALHOUN 
was t h e  "outspoken,  " s t r o n g  t y p e  (pg. 25 )  . 

d. LIPSCOMB b e l i e v e d  t h a t  L ieu t enan t  MOODY had been 
happy as I 0  (pg.  2 5 ) .  

e .  Even though LIPSCOMB took o v e r . t h e  command from h i m ,  
HENDERSON remained a s  a s t r o n g  and complete ly  l o y a l  e x e c u t i v e  
o f f i c e r .  LIPSCOMB d i d  n o t  t h i n k  HENDERSON had t o  do something 
s p e c t a c u l a r  a f t e r  assuming t h e  command aga in  t o  prove h imse l f .  
HENDERSONwas a "good, a g g r e s s i v e  s o l d i e r "  (pgs. 2 9 ,  30)  . 
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Q W e l l ,  now would t h a t  mean t h a t  any th ing  they  d i d  
see o u t  t h e r e  would be  a  VC? 

A .  No, and they  wouldn ' t  . shoot  any th ing  they  ' d  see 
o u t  t h e r e .  But I t h i n k  where t h e r e  had been p r e p a r a t o r y  
f i r e  or  gunship s u p p o r t i n g  f i r e s ,  and t h e r e  were bodies  
l y i n g  about  a s  a r e s u l t  of  t h e s e  f i r e s ,  t h e s e  bod ie s  
were i n  b l ack  p e a s a n t  pajamas ' and were counted as VC. 

,Q That  i s  i r r e s p e c t i v e  of  whether t h e y  were men 
o r  women? 

A. I d o n ' t  t h i n k  t h a t  t hey  went t o  a g r e a t  d e a l  of  
t r o u b l e  t o  d i s t i n g u i s h  between men and women. I d o n ' t  
t h i n k  t h e r e  w a s  any d e l i b e r a t e  f i r i n g  on women, b u t  I t h i n k  
i n  p r e p a r a t o r y  f i r e  and s u p p o r t i n g  f i r e s ,  suppres s ive  f i r e s ,  
p e a s a n t s  i n  b l ack  pajamas t h a t  were h i t  were cons ide red  VC, 
p a r t i c u l a r l y  i f  t h e y  w e r e  i n  a f r e e - f i r e  a r e a ,  an a r e a  t h a t  
w a s  cons ide red  a f r e e - f i r e  zone, where t hey  s h o u l d n ' t  have 
been. 

Q - Was t h i s  a r e a  a f r e e - f i r e  zone? 

. . A .  Y e s .  .My L a i ,  t o  t h e  b e s t  o f  my knowledge, had 
been t o l d  on s e v e r a l  occas ions  by t h e  ARVN, by t h e  Vietnamese 
government, t o  move o u t  o f  t h o s e  a r e a s ,  t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  

. a rea .  

Q- W e l l ,  t h i s  p a r t  i s  t r u e .  While i t  i s  t r u e  t h a t  
from t h e  U.S. s i d e  we had t o  g e t  a u t h o r i t y  from d i s t r i c t  and 
province  t o  p u t  any a r t i l l e r y  f i r e  i n  t h e r e ,  t h e  f a c t  of 
t h e  m a t t e r  i s ,  from what w e  know a t  t h e  p r e s e n t  t ime ,  t h i s  
w a s  an au toma t i c  approva l .  Any a r t i l l e r y  f i r e  anyplace i n  
t h a t  a r e a ,  u n l e s s  t h e r e  w a s  an RF/PF u n i t  i n  t h e  a r e a ,  was 
a u t o m a t i c a l l y  approved a s  long  as i t  was i n  t h e  VC t e r r i t o r y .  
But t h i s  i s n ' t  i n  accordance w i t h  t h e  U.S. r u l e s  o f  engagement. 
To your  r e c o l l e c t i o n ,  had t h i s  been d e c l a r e d  a s p e c i f i e d  
s t r i k e  zone, one t h a t  h a r a s s i n g  f i r e  and s o  f o r t h  could 
be p u t  i n  w i t h  no c o n s i d e r a t i o n  of  where t hey  were going? 

A .  A s  f a r  a s  t h e  1 1 t h  Brigade was concerned,  we had 
s t r e s s e d  s o  o f t e n  t h a t  it was t o  o u r  d i sadvantage  m i l i t a r i l y  
t o  do a l o t  o f  i n d i s c r i m i n a t e  shoo t ing ;  t h a t  t h e  g e n e r a l  
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A. T h a t ' s  c o n s i s t e n t  w i t h  t h e  whole t h i n g .  T h a t ' s  
obviously--nobody would t a k e  t h a t  s e r i o u s l y .  

Q. I t a k e  i t  t h a t  s i n c e  t h i s  w a s  p u b l i s h e d  a t  t h i s  
t i m e ,  t h i s  w a s  t h e  g e n e r a l  focus  o f  t h e  b r i g a d e ,  t h i s  k ind  . 
of  t h i n g .  

A .  T h a t ' s  r i g h t .  And a t  t h e  r i s k  o f  b e i n g  immodest, 
I ' m  s ay ing  t h a t  I ' m  p r i m a r i l y  t h e  reason  t h a t  t h i s  was pub- 
l i s h e d ,  t h i s  concern about  i n d i s c r i m i n a t e  shoo t ing .  

Q . Sometime ago i n  tes t imony you d i s c u s s e d  t h e  e f f e c t  
of t h e s e  mines and s o  f o r t h .  What e f f e c t  do you t h i n k  t h e y  had 
on t h e  morale of t h e  f o r c e s  t h a t  were i nvo lved  i n  t h e s e  
o p e r a t i o n s  i n  t h e  Batangan Pen insu la  and i n  t h e  Son My a r e a  
and s o  on? 

A .  W e l l ,  n a t u r a l l y ,  t hey  had a  bad,  a s h a t t e r i n g  e f f e c t  
on t h e  morale o f  t h e s e  men. They never  knew who would be  nex t  
a s  f a r  a s  t h e  mines and booby t r a p s .  We went t o  g r e a t  l e n g t h s  
t h e r e  t o  minimize t h e s e  c a s u a l t i e s ,  because i t  became obvious  
t o  a l l  o f  u s ,  I t h i n k  p r e t t y  soon,  t h a t  t h i s  O r i e n t a l  mind 
i s  p r e t t y  devious  a t  s e t t i n g  up t h i n g s  f o r  Americans, i n  t h e i r  
b lunde r ing  f a s h i o n ,  t o  stumble i n t o .  I p u t  o u t  some o r d e r s  
t o  t h e  e f f e c t ,  SOP'S, t h a t  t h e  t r o o p s  when moving would 
exagge ra t e  d i s p e r s i o n ,  n o t  5 ya rds  between men b u t  1 5  
o r  20. This  was brought  about  because I d o n ' t  know 
which company, one group stumbled i n t o  a  mine o r  booby t r a p  
and i n s t e a d  of  i t  wounding one o r  two s o l d i e r s  it wounded 
about e i g h t ,  k i l l e d  two o r  t h r e e  and wounded e i g h t  because 
they  were bunched up. W e  t r i e d  t o  e n f o r c e  an exagge ra t ion  
of d i s p e r s i o n  t o  minimize t h e  c a s u a l t i e s  t h a t  w e  knew w e  
were going t o  s u s t a i n  a s  long  as w e  were i n  t h a t  a r e a .  
Another t h i n g  t h a t  was bad f o r  t h e  morale of  t h e  t r o o p s  
i n  t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  p e n i n s u l a  a r e a  w a s  t h a t  t h e y  w e r e  always 
concerned about  t h e  ROK Marine mines t h a t  had been l e f t  i n  
t h e r e .  The ROK Marines had been i n  t h e r e  and had s t rewn 
mines around,  and t h e  r eco rds  w e r e  v e r y ,  v e r y  ske t chy .  W e  
w e r e n ' t  s u r e  whether w e  were running  i n t o  V i e t  Cong mines o r  
ROK mines. Th i s  had a very  d e t r i m e n t a l  e f f e c t  on t h e  morale 
of t hose  t r o o p s .  I c a n ' t  t e l l  you t h e  number, b u t  I t h i n k  
t h e  r eco rds  would show t h e  number of c a s u a l t i e s  s u s t a i n e d  
by C/1/20 i n  mines, booby t r a p s .  I t h i n k  t h a t  might be  of 
i n t e r e s t  to t h e  board.  

Q- R e f e r r i n g  t o  t h e  ROK mines, we would unders tand  
from some o f  t h e  p rev ious  tes t imony t h a t  when the :  ROKs p u l l e d  

(LIPSCOMB) 20 APP T-213 

CONFIDENTIAL ' 



CONFIDENTIAL 


out from t h e i r  L Z s  and f i r e  b a s e s . t h e y  l e f t  a g r e a t  number 
of mines i n  p lace  around t h e s e  a reas  t h a t  provided a re -
supply dump f o r  sapper  b a t t a l i o n s  i n  t h e  48th Local Force 
B a t t a l i o n .  

A. T h a t ' s  t r u e r  A t  l e a s t  t h a t  was t h e  t a l k .  

Q *  When you c r e a t e d  Task Force Barker and you had 
t o  p u l l  t h e  o f f i c e r s  from t h e  br igade headquar ters ,  i n  your 
judgement d i d  t h i s  s e r i o u s l y  weaken t h e  s t a f f  of t h e  br igade? 

A. . When you g ive  up a good man l i k e  BARKER, who i s  
your opera t ions  o f f i c e r ,  it h u r t  t h e  br igade .  But I considered 
that I had an excep t iona l ly  good major t o  back him up and s t e p  
i n ,  named MCKNIGHT.  Major MCKNIGHT was, I cons ider ,  a very 
competent s t a f f  o f f i c e r  and an e x c e l l e n t  S3. He took over.  
CALtHOUN had been t h e  a d j u t a n t ,  t h e  S1, and I gave BARKER 
CALHOUN as h i s  XO. BARKER wanted him and CALHOUN wanted t o  go 
up t o  combat, more away from br igade .  I t  h u r t  us some, b u t  
we could l i v e  wi th  it. I d o n ' t  f e e l  t h a t  t h e r e  was any lack  
of s t a f f  suppor t  f o r  any of t h e  b a t t a l i o n s  a s  a r e s u l t  of any 
changes made. 

0- Now, Task Force Barker,  f o r  a l l  p r a c t i c a l  purposes,  
was t ak ing  t h e  p lace  of a b a t t a l i o n  headquar ters .  Do you 
th ink  they r e a l l y  had enough s t r e n g t h  t h e r e  t o  opera te?  

A. No, s ir .  

52. To do proper  planning and organiz 'ation and s o  f o r t h  
t h a t  was necessary ,  e s s e n t i a l  f o r  a b a t t a l i o n ?  

A. No, s ir .  He was o p e r a t i n g  on a s h o e s t r i n g  more o r  
less. I d i d n ' t  have enough people t o  g ive  him enough t o  pro- 
p e r l y  s t a f f  t h e  b a t t a l i o n .  But I t r i e d  t o  g ive  him good people ,  
people who were extremely consc ient ious  and who would make up 
fo r  l ack  of numbers by q u a l i t y .  I considered CALHOUN a capable 
man, and I gave him CALHOUN. We gave him a young l i e u t e n a n t ,  I 
b e l i e v e ,  a s  S2.  I c a n ' t  remember a l l  of  them, b u t  he d i d  n o t  
have an adequate s t a f f .  No, s i r .  

c?.. The S2 was a cap ta in  by t h e  name of KOTOUC. 

A. Yes. 

Q - Now, t h e  change of command ceremony, your tu rn ing  
over your command t o  Colonel HENDERSON, took p lace  on t h e  15th ,  
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b u t  i t ' s  q u i t e  obvious  t h a t  t h i s  o p e r a t i o n  i n t o  Son My had 
been conceived and planned some t ime b e f o r e  t h a t .  Can you 
g i v e  us any i n s i g h t  i n t o  how t h i s  came about?  Why d i d  t h i s  
o p e r a t i o n  g e t  s t a r t e d  i n  t h e  f i r s t  p l a c e ?  

A. Well ,  f i r s t  of  a l l ,  w i t h i n  t h e  b a t t a l i o n  a r e a s  
o f  o p e r a t i o n ,  I would say  t h a t  t h e  b a t t a l i o n s  p r e t t y  much 
made up t h e i r  own p l a n s  as t o  what a r e a s  t hey  though t  needed 
working o v e r  o r  what a r e a s  t h e y  wanted t o  work. Now, t h i s  
d i d n ' t  hold  t r u e  i n  a l l  c a s e s .  A t  t i m e s ,  d i v i s i o n  would 
d i r e c t  us t o  do  something and f r e q u e n t l y  b r igade .  The S 3  
and myself would g e t  t o g e t h e r  and t h e  S2  and dec ide  on ce r -
t a i n  o p e r a t i o n s .  But t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  o p e r a t i o n ,  w e l l ,  w e  had 
had t r o u b l e  w i t h  P i n k v i l l e  b e f o r e .  I c a n ' t  recal l  t h a t  
t h e r e  was any s p e c i f i c  i n s t r u c t i o n s , ~ c e r t a i n l yn o t  from 
d i v i s i o n .  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  from b r igade  t h a t  on such and such 
a  day you go i n t o  P i n k v i l l e  and e l i m i n a t e  t h i s  source  of  
t r o u b l e  t h e r e .  I b e l i e v e  t h a t  t h i s  was p r i m a r i l y  gene ra t ed  
a t  t h e  t a s k  f o r c e  l e v e l  by Colonel  BARKER, who was an aggres-
s i v e  s o l d i e r  who wanted t o  more o r  l e s s  c l e a n  o u t  h i s  par -
t i c u l a r  a r e a  o f  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y .  I d o n ' t  know how much b r i -
gade w a s  i n  on t h i s  p l a n .  A s  f a r  as .1 p e r s o n a l l y  know, t h i s  
o p e r a t i o n  was n o t  d i r e c t e d  f o r  any s p e c i f i c  t i m e  o r  w a s  
n o t  even d i r e c t e d  t h a t  it be  done. 

Q Do you. r e c a l l  e v e r  t a l k i n g  t o  BARKER about  it or  
t a l k i n g  w i t h  General  TOAN o r .  w i t h  Colonel  K H I E N  about  g e t -
t i n g  o u t  i n  t h a t  a r e a ,,. . n o t  on any s p e c i f - i c  d a t e . b u t - -

A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  I t h i n k  t h a t ,  a s  I r e c a l l ,  BARKER 
s a i d  t o  me on one o r  t w c  occas ions  t h a t  h e  w a s  going back 
i n t o  P i n k v i l l e .  Th i s  48th  b a t t a l i o n  was a t h o r n  i n  h i s  
s i d e  t h e r e ,  and he  was go ing  t o - go back i n  t h e r e .  - I don ' t  
r e c a l l  him o u t l i n i n g  any p l a n  t o  me o r  any t i m e t a b l e  on. t h e  
t h i n g .  I t  was more o r  l e s s  a g e n e r a l  t h i n g .  I t  j u s t  was 
something . t h a t  had t o  be  done b e f o r e  t h e  a r e a  would be  
under c o n t r o l .  Th i s  b a t t a l i o n  had been i n  t h e r e  f o r  a long ,  
long  p e r i o d  of t i m e .. . 

Q .  Would it be your  op in ion  t h a t  t h e  ARVN would be  
p l ea sed  t o  have U . S .  f o r c e s  go i n  t h e r e ?  

A. Oh, yes .  The ARVN d i d n ' t  p a r t i c u l a r l y  care t o  
go i n t o  t h a t  a r e a  t o o  much. we, on one occas ion  when they  
were going i n ,  I b e l i e v e  i n  one of  t h e  February b a t t l e s ,  
t h e  commander t h a t  a c t u a l l y  went i n  t h e r e ,  A Company of 
t h e  l s t ,  Capta in  TRINKLE a l i t t l e  f e l l o w ,  I t h i n k  I p u t  
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him i n  f o r  t h e  DSC, Capta in  TRINKLE. One t ime when he  went 
i n  t h e r e ,  and t h e  ARVN w e r e  supposed t o  suppor t  him, w e  f e l t  
t h a t  t h e  ARVN l e t  us down. They d idn '  t s t a y  w i t h  us .  They 
d i d n ' t  move o u t  w i t h  us .  I t  was brought  t o  my a t t e n t i o n  by 
BARKER and TRINKLE,  and I went t o  s e e  Colonel  TOAN about  
t h a t .  The d i v i s i o n  a d v i s o r  w a s  t h e r e  when I d i s c u s s e d  t h i s  
w i t h  Colonel  TOAN t o  t h e  p o i n t  t h a t  I f e l t  t h a t  t h e  ARVN l e t  
us down. 

Q *  Colonel  ULSACKER? 

A .  ULSACKER was t h e  man. Y e s ,  s ir .  I took t h i s  up 
w i t h  TOAN and ULSACKER. TOAN was a l i . t t l e  s u r p r i s e d  o r  shocked. 
H e  d i d n ' t  ag ree  t h a t  h i s  t r o o p s  had l e t  u s  down, b u t  i n  t h e  
minds of  my people  they  had l e t  us down. 

Q When you t u r n e d  t h e  b r i g a d e  o v e r  t o  Colonel  HENDERSON, 
d i d  you g i v e  him any guidance,  any sugges t ions  a s  t o  t h e  Pink-
v i l l e  a r e a  concerning t h i s  o p e r a t i o n  and t h e  g e n e r a l  t h r u s t  of 
what y o u ' r e  t e l l i n g  us  a t  t h e  moment? 

A .  No, because  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  t h a t  a t  t h e  b r i g a d e  l e v e l  
w e  f e l t  t h a t  P i n k v i l l e  was t h a t  u rgen t .  Again, I r e i t e r a t e  t h a t  
d u r i n g  t h e  s h o r t  p e r i o d  o f  t ime I was o v e r  t h e r e ,  t h i s  was more 
o f  a company war t h a n  i t  w a s  a b r i g a d e  war. While t h e  b r i g a d e s  
and b a t t a l i o n s  were d i r e c t i n g  t h e  o p e r a t i o n s ,  t h e  companies 
w e r e  t h e  ones  t h a t  w e r e  do ing  it. There w e r e n ' t  many b a t t a l i o n  
b a t t l e s  o v e r  t h e r e  t h a t  I saw a t  any t i m e .  But I ' m  n o t  avo id ing  
your  q u e s t i o n .  To g e t  back t o  your  q u e s t i o n ,  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  w e  
p u t  t h a t  much emphasis on P i n k v i l l e  t h a t  i n  my p a r t i n g  words 
I would s a y  w e l l  t a k e  c a r e  o f  t h a t .  I t  w a s n ' t  t h a t  u rgen t ;  i t  
w a s n ' t  t h a t  impor tan t .  W e  were a l s o  working o u t  i n  t h e  wes t .  
W e  w e r e  concerned w e s t  of Highway 1 q u i t e  a b i t .  We d i d n ' t  
know b u t  thought  some of t h e  a t t a c k s  on Quang Ngai were coming 
from t h e  w e s t .  W e  were a l s o  concerned about  t h o s e  S p e c i a l  
Forces  camps t h a t  w e r e  o u t  i n  t h e  h i l l s  t h a t  w e  had a c e r t a i n  
r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  r e l i e v i n g  and s o  f o r t h .  

Q I g e t  t h e  impress ion  i n  t a l k i n g ,  and we've t a l k e d  
t o  I d o n ' t  know how many people  from t h e  b r igade  and from 
v a r i o u s  u n i t s ,  t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r l y  d u r i n g  t h e  l a s t  o p e r a t i o n  
i n  February you w e r e n ' t  p a r t i c u l a r l y  p l ea sed .  This  o u t f i t  
had g o t  i n  t h e r e  and whether  it was t h e  f a u l t  of  t h e  ARVN 
opening a  h o l e  o r  whether  it was a l a c k  of agg res s iveness  
on t h e  p a r t  of t h e  U.S. t o  r e a l l y  g e t  i n  and c l e a n  t h i s  t h i n g  
up. T h i s  l e f t  q u i t e  an impress ion  on people  t o  say  when we 
go i n  t h e r e  t h i s  t i m e ,  w e  want t o  move i n  r a p i d l y  and ag-
g r e s s i v l e y  and f i n i s h  t h i s  t h i n g  up.  
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Q- Did you e v e r  s e e  any of those m i l i t a r y  i n t e l l i -
gence people back t h e r e ?  M I  type? 

A. No, I never saw any of these .  The only ones I 
saw were--who looked s t r a n g e  t o  me, was t h e  Vietnamese i n t e r -
p r e t e r  we ,had with us--who went a long w i t h  us.  

Q Who w a s  t h a t ?  

A. I d o n ' t  know h i s  name. He was a Vietnamese, South 
Vietnamese, b u t ,  I d i d n ' t  know h i s  name. 

Q How o f t e n  d i d  he  go? 

A. He went out - -a l l  depends on what kind of opera t ion  
it was. H e  knew when we were going i n t o  a v i l l a g e  then  he 
would come along w i t h  us. Like we had an a s s a u l t  on one v i l l -
age. I th ink  i f  t h e r e  was any shoot ing  going on, he d i d  it. 
He r ipped the  h e l l  ou t  of a couple of people t h e r e .  I guess 
one guy t r i e d  t o  g e t  away from him once, you know, and--

Q- ( In te rpos ing)  Was he an ARVN s o l d i e r ?  

A. Right.  He spoke b e t t e r  English than I d i d  when he 
spoke. 

Q- He d i d n ' t  speak very o f t e n ?  

A. No, I hard ly  ever  saw him. H e  was always up with 
t h e  cap ta in ,  o r  something l i k e  t h a t .  I never d i d  s e e  him. 

Q. How long was he with t h e  u n i t ?  

A. I wouldn 't know. 

Q. Was he with t h e  u n i t  when you l e f t ?  

A. Off and on, yes .  

Q- How about marijuana. Was t h e r e  any problem with 
marijuana i n  B Company? 

A. Any t r o u b l e  with i t ?  

Q- Yes. Trouble or problem, e i t h e r .  
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A. You mean g e t t i n g  i t ?  

Q. I mean us ing  it. 

A. There was no t r o u b l e  g e t t i n g  it. But, I never 
d i d  use it. 

Q - What about anybody e l s e ?  

A. I wouldn ' t  know. I ' v e  never come ac ross  it. We've 
had it t h e r e  with us .  A l o t  of  t imes we j u s t  s i t  t h e r e  and 
look a t  it. 

Q. What d i d  you look a t  it f o r ?  

A. I j u s t  wasn ' t  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  it. I have never taken 
. dope i n  my l i f e ,  so--

Q ( In te rpos ing)  How about anybody i n  t h e  p o i n t  group, 
d id  they  use t h a t  s t u f f ?  

A. I d o n ' t  know, s ir .  

Q Anyb.ody i n  B Company t h a t  you know of use marijuana 
be fo re  o r  dur ing  an opera t ion?  

A. Not dur ing  o r  be fo re  an opera t ion .  There was one 
person. I c a n ' t  remember who he was. He was one of t h e  new 
guys i n  t h e  o u t f i t .  Then he went back t o  Chu Lai.  H e  was 
back t h e r e ,  and they had j u s t  l i k e  a r e g u l a r  p o t  p a r t y  going 
on i n  h i s  t e n t .  You could smell  it when you walked i n .  I 
c a n ' t  remember who he w a s .  I t  was such a  long time ago. 

Q Did you ever  h e a r  any rumors a s i d e  from what you
t o l d  me about t h e  i n t e r p r e t e r  p e r t a i n i n g  t o  any U.S. o r  ARVN 
personnel  t o r t u r i n g  VC suspec t s  o r  p r i soners?  

A. None whatsoever. 

Q You d i d n ' t  h e a r  any rumors? Did you ever  s e e  any-
t h i n g  l i k e  t h a t ?  

A. No, sir.  Only once when we took t h i s  o l d  man and 
he  was t r y i n g  t o  g e t  away and he was crawling down a hole .  
TAYLOR reached down and grabbed him and yanked him back o u t  
of t h e  hole .  We j u s t  turned  around and gave him t o  t h e  CO. 
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A .  To t h e  b e s t  of my knowledge I was n o t ,  s i r .  

Q- Were you p resen t  with Colonel BARKER, and perhaps
o t h e r s ;  on t h e  reconnaissance of t h e  a rea  made t h a t  a f t e r -
noon? 

A .  I was n o t ,  s i r ,  

Q Recognizing t h e  l o c a t i o n  of t h i s  p rep ,  t h a t  i t  
was on t h e  v i l l a g e ,  who had t h e  a u t h o r i t y  t o  approve t h e  
p lac ing  of a r t i l l e r y  f i r e s  on a v i l l a g e ?  

A. The f i r e  i n  any a r e a  r e q u i r e s  two types  of c l e a r -
ance. One i s  f r i e n d l y  and, of course ,  is  t h e  one our own 
people give.  The o t h e r  is  p o l i t i c a l ,  and t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  
a rea  would have been c lea red  through Son Tinh. 

Q Was t h i s  c l e a r e d  through Son Tinh? 

A .  I can only assume t h a t  it was, s ir .  I n  f a c t ,  I 
f e e l  p o s i t i v e  t h a t  it was c lea red .  The c lea rance  would have 
been through--from--Captain VAZQUEZ t o  t h e  d i s t r i c t  a t  Son 
Tinh where I had an NCO s t a t i o n e d  with t h e  advisory team t o  
f a c i l i t a t e  c l ea rance .  I n  any a r e a  o t h e r  than Task Force 
Barker ' s  a r e a ,  t h e  c learance  was normally obta ined  by my 
b a t t a l i o n  headquar ters .  However, due t o  t h e  communications 
and t h e  d i s t a n c e  from Duc Pho t o  Son Tinh,  t h e  c l ea rance  
went d i r e c t l y  from Task Force headquarters, from ny l i a i s o n  
o f f i c e r ,  t o  Son Tinh. Now I can n o t  s t a t e  de f in i t e l1=  ,L,,t 
t h i s ,  a t  t h a t  t ime,  was n o t  a f r e e - f i r e  zone.' I f  t h i s  had 
been dec lared  a f r e e - f i r e  zone by t h e  p o l i t i c a l  d i s t r i c t ,  
it requi red  noth ing ,  no p o l i t i c a l  c learance  whatsoever,  and 
it would no t  have been c lea red  even wi th  Son Tinh. A s  I ' m  
su re  you a r e  w e l l  awarei w i t h i n  any d i s t r i c t  t h e  r u l e s  of 
engagement d i f f e r .  I n  some d i s t r i c t s  a l l  f i r e s  have t o  be 
c l ea red .  I n  o t h e r s  t h e  d i s t r i c t  ch ie f  o r  t h e  province c h i e f ,  
one o r  t h e  o t h e r ,  has s e t  a des ignated  zone a s  t o  what he  
c a l l s  a c o n t r o l l e d - f i r e  zone. These we have t o  c l e a r  f i r e  
i n .  I f  he c a l l s  a zone a f r e e - f i r e  zone, we requ i red  no 
c learance .  

Q. Was p lac ing  an a r t i l l e r y  prep on a populated 
v i l l a g e  c o n s i s t e n t  wi th  t h e  po l i cy  of t h e  br igade?  

A- Negative,  s i r .  A s  I s a i d ,  t h i s  v i l l a g e  d i d  not  
e x i s t  a s  it i s  a c t u a l l y  shown on t h e  map. I t  was no t  r e a l l y  
a r e a l  populated a r e a  a t  t h a t  t ime. The p l a c e  t h a t  he asked 
f o r  t h e  prep,  how much of it was populated I do n o t  know. 

8 APP T-13 



CONFIDENTIAL 

I d i d n ' t  f l y  o u t  and check t h e  c o o r d i n a t e s  a s  t o  where it 
was t o  be  f i r e d .  

Q Was any checking done i n  t h a t  town t o  f i n d  o u t  
i f  t h e r e  was any popu la t ion  i n  t h a t  a r e a ?  

A .  Not by m e ,  s ir .  

Q Did you have any p o l i c i e s  w i t h i n  t h e  b r i g a d e s  o r  
w i t h i n  t h e  America1 Div i s ion  as t o  who, w i t h i n  t h e  m i l i t a r y  
cha in  o f  command, had approva l  a u t h o r i t y  f o r  f i r i n g  on o r  
p l a c i n g  a r t i l l e r y  f i r e  on a popula ted  a r e a ?  

A .  A s  f a r  a s  t h e  p o l i c y  of t h e  a r t i l l e r y ,  it was. -
r eques t ed  by t h e  i n f a n t r y .  I f  it came i n  and w a s  c l e a r e d  by 
them, i f  it w a s  shown on my f i r i n g  c h a r t s  t h a t  t h i s  w a s  a 
c o n t r o l l e d - f i r e  zone, I c l e a r e d  it wi th  t h e  d i s t r i c t .  
T h a t ' s  as f a r  a s  I wor r i ed  about  i t ,  s ir .  

Q ,- What w a s  t h e  d i s t r i c t ' s  p o l i c y  concern ing  t h e  
approval  of any f i r e s  i n t o  t h i s  a r e a ?  I ' m  r e f e r r i n g  t o  
t h e  gene ra l  a r e a  o f  Son My V i l l a g e ,  n o t  j u s t  t h i s  p a r t i c u -
l a r  hamlet  b u t  t h e  e n t i r e  a r e a .  

A t  Usua l ly ,  c l e a r a n c e  was given immediately upon 
r e q u e s t ,  any p l a c e  w i t h i n  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  a r e a ,  s ir .  

Q . Were t h e r e  any p l a c e s  w i t h i n  t h e  c h a i n  of  command 
where c o n s i d e r a t i o n  was g iven  t o  t h e  p o s s i b l e  i n j u r y  o r  k i l l i n g  
of noncombatants o r  i nnocen t  c i v i l i a n s ?  

A. Are w e  speak ing  of t h i s  o p e r a t i o n  o r  i n  g e n e r a l ,  
s i r ?  

Q I am speaking  a t  t h e  moment of t h i s  o p e r a t i o n ,
b u t  I would a l s o  l i k e  t o  speak i n  gene ra l .  

A .  A s  t o  t h i s  o p e r a t i o n ,  I d o n ' t  know t h a t  any con-
s i d e r a t i o n  was g iven .  I n  g e n e r a l ,  yes  it was. Very o f t e n  
a p r e p ,  even o f  a l a n d i n g  zone,  w a s  c a l l e d  o f f  by a b a t t a l i o n  
commander. I f  t h e  b a t t a l i o n  commander surveyed t h e  a r e a  j u s t  
p r i o r  t o  t h e  combat a s s a u l t  going i n  and s a w  what he t hough t  
was farmers  i n  t h e  a r e a ,  a s  a g e n e r a l  r u l e  he  would cance l  
t h e  prep  and went i n  w i thou t  t h e  prep .  

Q Why d o . y o u  suppose Colonel  BARKER even r e q u e s t e d  
you t o  p u t  h i s  p rep  on t h i s  v i l l a g e ?  
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Q I have nothing f u r t h e r ,  thank you. 

I0: Colonel FRANKLIN? 

COL FRANKLIN: Were you ever  informed o r  d id  you hear  t h a t  
it might have been 20 ncncombatants k i l l e d  by gunships o r  
a r t i l l e r y  f i r e ?  

A. I d o n ' t  s p e c i f i c a l l y  remember t h i s .  I perhaps 
d id .  This  'operat ion j u s t  d i d n ' t  seem t o  amount t o  t h i s  
much a t  t h a t  time. There j u s t  wasn ' t  a h e l l  of a l o t  of 
concern about it. 
Q You were never asked t o  make any type  of 
i n v e s t i g a t i o n  yourse l f?  

A. I was not .  I was n o t .  

Q e a t  was t h e  genera l  a t t i t u d e  i n  t h e  11th  Brigade 
and your a r t i l l e f y  b a t t a l i o n  about k i l l i n g  c i v i l i a n s  i n  t h e  
P i n k v i l l e  a rea?  

A. Our a t t i t u d e  was never t o  k i l l  c i v i l i a n s .  The 
a t t i t u d e  was t o  g e t  t h e  VC,  b u t  n o t  n e c e s s a r i l y  c i v i l i a n s .  
T e l l i n g  t h e  d i f f e r e n c e  between a c i v i l i a n  and a VC during 
an opera t ion  i s  n o t  easy.  

Q The reason I asked i s  t h a i  t h e  prepara tory  f i r e  
on t h e  v i l l a g e  d i d  n o t  seem t o  me t o  make any p a r t i c u l a r  
impression--and then  t h e  bodies along t h e  road. The whole 
opera t ion  n o t  making an impression. I ' m  n o t  t r y i n g  t o  
p i n  you down h e r e ,  bu t  I am j u s t  wondering about t h e  a t t i t u d e  
of t h e  s o l d i e r s .  This would seem h igh ly  unusual,  and y e t  
t h e s e  people were t h e r e - o n  t h e  road and you d i d n ' t  r e p o r t  
t h i s  t o  Colonel HENDERSON o r  mention it t o  him whi le  you 
were up t h e r e .  Why was t h a t ,  when some of them might have 
been women and c h i l d r e n  as  you s t a t e d ?  

A. Again, you a r e  asking me t o  go back some d i s t a n c e ,  
and maybe I poin ted  them o u t  o r  he d id .  I j u s t  c a n ' t  swear 
t h a t  I t a l k e d  t o  him about what I saw on t h e  road. That i s  
what it b o i l s  down t o .  

Q Get t ing  back t o  what t h e r e  i s - - the  zone i n  h e r e ,  
as f a r  as  you w e r e  concerned. I f  t h e  ARVN c l e a r e d  f i r e s  
i n  t h e r e ,  you were no t  concerned whether t h e s e  went onto 
v i l l a g e s  o r  no t?  
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A. I f  I had a r e q u e s t  from t h e  i n f a n t r y  t o  f i r e ,  and 
I had p o l i t i c a l  c l e a r a n c e ,  I f i r e d  it. I d i d n ' t  f l y  o u t  and 
look a t  t h e  c o o r d i n a t e s  t o  see i f  t h e r e  w e r e  any c i v i l i a n s  
t h e r e .  

Q I ' m  n o t  t a l k i n g  a s  t o  c o n t e n t .  I ' m  t a l k i n g  about  
p reps  o r  H & I  o r  any k ind  of  f i r e s  i n t o  a v i l l a g e .  I f  t h e  
i n f a n t r y  r eques t ed  and t h e  ARVN c l e a r e d  i t ,  you f i r e d  i t ?  

A. W e  d i d n ' t  make a h a b i t  of f i r i n g  i n t o  v i l l a g e s ,  
and as I say a l l  t h i s  p rep  was i n  t h i s  area. Unless you f l y  
ou t  and look a t  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  p l a c e ,  you cannot  t e l l  t h a t  
t h i s  i s  s t i l l  an e x i s t i n g  v i l l a g e ,  because ,  as I s a i d  e a r l i e r ,  
much of t h i s  w a s  t o r n  up and des t royed  long  b e f o r e  t h i s .  
And when somebody r e q u e s t s  me t o  f i r e  f o r  them i n  s p p p o r t ,  w e  
do n o t  t a k e  a look a t  t h e  map and s a y :  "Well,  I ' m  n o t  going 
t o  f i r e  t h a t .  Tha t1s a b u i l t - u p  a r e a .  " The on ly  r e c o u r s e  i s  
t o  go t o  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  s i d e  of it and ask  them, because 
they  a r e  supposedly t h e  people  who a r e  up-to-date on w h a t ' s  
i n  t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  a r e a .  

Q. No f u r t h e r  q u e s t i o n s  . 
10: I would l i k e  t o  fo l low t h i s  on a l i t t l e  b i t ,  
though. A s  a m a t t e r  of l o g i c  I t h i n k  you have i n d i c a t e d  
t h a t  t h i s  was g e n e r a l l y  cons ide red  a f r e e - f i r e  zone by t h e  
ARVN, s o  any t i m e  a p o l i t i c a l  r e q u e s t  went i n ,  it was a lmos t  
tantamount t o  approva l?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  them t u r n i n g  any down, 
no ,  sir. t 

Q So w i t h  f u l l  knowledge of t h a t ,  t h e n  t h i s  would 
au toma t i ca l ly  p rov ide  a c e r t a i n  amount of  c a u t i o n  on t h e  
a p p l i c a t i o n  o f  t h e  f i r e s  i n  t h i s  a r e a  t o  p r o t e c t  women and 
c h i l d r e n  and noncombatants,  would it n o t ?  

A 0. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q.  But your  f e e l i n g  of  t h a t  v i l l a g e ,  o r  t h a t  a r e a ,  
was such t h a t  you d i d n ' t  c o n s i d e r  t h a t  t h e r e  would be  
popu la t ion  i n  t h e r e ?  

A. No, s ir .  I had no reason t o  q u e s t i o n  t h e  t a s k  
f o r c e  commander 's p l a n .  

I0 : M r .  WALSH? 
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r e q u e s t  t o  an a r t i l l e r y  b a t t e r y ?  

A? S i r ,  t h e  i n f a n t r y  company could .  The b a t t a l i o n  
could  r e q u e s t  a 'mission.  I f  it was n o t  a c o n t a c t  mi s s ion ,  
w e  would n o t  f i r e  u n t i l  we had c l e a r e d  i t  p o l i t i c a l l y  
i f  i t  was i n  an a r e a  r e q u i r i n g  p o l i t i c a l  c l e a r a n c e ,  and 
u n t i l  w e  c l e a r e d  it w i t h  f r i e n d l y ,  which would have been 
through the.  l i a i s o n  o f f i c e r  of t h e  i n f a n t r y  b a t t a l i o n  
a sk ing  f o r  t h e  f i r e .  They r eques t ed  it. I t  w a s  c l e a r e d .  
I would f i r e  it, s i r .  

Q You had no requirement  when your  a r t i l l e r y
b a t t e r i e s ,  f o r  example, would know and t h e  a r t i l l e r y  
l i a i s o n  o f f i c e r  would know t h a t  he  was f i r i n g  i n  a 
popula ted  a r e a ,  you had no requirement  f o r  having it checked 
a t  h i g h e r  h e a d q u a r t e r s  w i th  any s e n i o r  o f f i c e r ?  I n  
o t h e r  words,  an i n f a n t r y  company commander on t h e  ground 
or  any p l a c e  could  r e q u e s t  a r t i l l e r y  any p l a c e  and as 
long  as they  could  g e t  p o l i t i c a l  c l e a r a n c e  t h e y  could  f i r e ?  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q Is t h a t  what you are t e l l i n g  me? 

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q Well ,  now, l e t  m e  ask you a n o t h e r  q u e s t i o n .  
Do you know t h e  c l e a r a n c e  p roces s  t hey  went t.hrough a t  
d i s t r i c t  h e a d q u a r t e r s  i n  c l e a r i n g  a r t i l l e ry  f i r e s ?  

A. I know what my c l e a r a n c e  channe ls  w e r e ,  y e s ,  
s i r .  I had a s e r g e a n t  s t a t i o n e d  a t  Son Tinh f o r  
p o l i t i c a l  c l e a r a n c e  i n  t h a t  a r e a .  I had a s e r g e a n t  
s t a t i o n e d  a t  Duc Pho; I had a s e r g e a n t  a t  Mo Duc. These 
t h r e e  a r e a s  I w a s  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r .  A c a l l  went t o  
t h i s  NCO, h e  c l e a r e d  it wi th  t h e  a d v i s o r ,  and t h e  
a d v i s o r  w i t h  h i s  c o u n t e r p a r t .  

Q, Did you e v e r  g e t  down t o  f i n d  o u t  f o r  s u r e  
what they  w e r e  c l e a r i n g  and how they  c l e a r e d  them? 

A. Y e s ,  s i r ,  I have t a l k e d  t o  a l l  t h e  a d v i s o r s ,  s i r ,  
and t hey  t e l l  me  t h a t  they  c l e a r e d  them through t h e i r  
c o u n t e r p a r t .  

Q Were you aware, f o r  example, t h a t  w i t h i n  
t h i s  VC-controlled a r e a ,  t h a t  c l e a r a n c e  t o  f i r e  meant 
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j u s t  one t h i n g ,  and t h a t  was t o  f i n d  o u t  whether  t h e r e  
were ARVN, RF, o r  PF i n  t h e  a r e a ,  and t h a t  i f  t h e r e  w e r e  
none, c l e a r a n c e  w a s  automat ic?  

A, I assumed t h a t  was t h e  c a s e ,  s i r .  

Q And t h e r e f o r e  t h a t  i f  f i r e  were r e q u e s t e d ,  
a c o n c e n t r a t i o n  upon a popula ted  a r e a ,  a v i l l a g e  or  
any p l a c e ,  t h a t  t h i s  was au toma t i ca l ly  c l e a r e d  t o  f i r e  
i n t o  t h a t  a r e a ?  

A. I have t o  assume, as an a r t i l l e r y m a n ,  t h a t  
t h e  ground commander knows what he  i s  doing.  I t  i s  my job 
t o  work f o r  him. He c a l l e d  f o r  i t ,  and I assumed t h a t  h e  
needed it. The company commander i s  c l e a r e d  th rough  h i s  
b a t t a l i o n  b e f o r e  h e  g e t s  it t o  t h e  l i a i s o n  o f f i c e r .  

Q. Is it a f a c t  t h a t  t h e  b a t t a l i o n  goes through 
t h i s  p roces s?  

A t  S i r ,  t h e  b a t t e r y  would n6t f i r e  u n l e s s  t hey  had 
a c l e a r a n c e  from t h e  l i a i s o n  o f f i c e r  a t  b a t t a l i o n .  

(I0 r eques t ed  E x h i b i t  D-7 . )  

Q- I have h e r e  a document from Headquar ters  11 th  
Brigade,  d a t e d  30 January  68,' ~ e g u l a t i o n525-1, "Combat 
Opera t ions ,  Rules of  Engagement." I would ask  i f  you axe 
f a m i l i a r  w i t h  t h i s  document? 

Y e s ,  s i r .  

Q- Do you t h i n k  t h a t  what you have j u s t  i n d i c a t e d  
i s  c o n s i s t e n t  w i th  t h e  purpose and t h e  i n t e n t  o f  t h i s  docu-
ment? 

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q. W e l l ,  I t h i n k  t h a t  what you a r e  t e l l i n g  me,  as an 
a r t i l l e r y m a n ,  t h a t  you have no r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  e x c e p t  t o  Eire 
a r t i l l e r y  where t h e  infantrymen r e q u e s t  it. And i f  you 
are f i r i n g  i n  populated azeas and k i l l i n g  noncombatants, 
you a s  an a r t i l l e r y m a n  could  c a r e  l e s s ,  is  t h a t  what you 
a r e  t e l l i n g  me? 
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BARKER wants i t ,  and h i s  job i s  t o  p u t  it where Colonel 
BARKER wants it. 

& - Didn ' t  you have a d i r e c t i v e  i n  I11 MAE' t h a t  
anytime t h a t  a r t i l l e r y  was being placed upon a v i l l a g e  
known t o  be inhab i t ed  t h a t  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  on t h e  ground, 
t h e  company commander, i f  he was i n  con tac t ,  he could re-
q u e s t  a r t i l l e r y  and he  could g e t  it. The b a t t a l i o n  commander 
would automat ica l ly  approve it. Shor t  of t h a t ,  however, it 
would r e q u i r e  t h e  approval of t h e  br igade  commander. 

A.  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  a MACV d i r e c t i v e .  I do r e c a l l  
t h e  111 MAF--I do r e c a l l  t h e  MACV d i r e c t i v e  (MACV Di rec t ive  
525-18, ~ x h i b i tD - 3 )  . I do r e c a l l  t h e  br igade SOP, and 
they do not  s t a t e  it i n  t h i s  manner, sir.  

Q. Get t ing  back t o  your b r igade  SOP, one of t h e  t h i n g s  
t h a t  i s  most unusual here  i s  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  b r igade  says ,  
and a s  a mat ter  of f a c t ,  t h e  MACV d i r e c t i v e  i n d i c a t e s  t h e r e  
w i l l  be no a r t i l l e r y  f i r e d  i n t o  t h e s e  a r e a s ,  nea r  v i l l a g e s  
and so f o r t h ,  wi thout  c learance  of t h e  d i s t r i c t  ch ie f  o r  t h e  
GVN and ARVN a u t h o r i t i e s .  This  i s  f i n e .  We can say ,  "Well, 
t h i s  has been c l e a r e d , "  b u t  t h e  f a c t  of t h e  mat ter  i s ,  they  
knew a t  Barker and you, a l s o ,  knew t h a t  c l ea rance  was auto-
mat ic ,  because d i s t r i c t  had a l r eady  dec lared  it a f r e e - f i r e  
zone. It was no t  a no- f i r e  zone on t h e  U . S . .  s i d e ,  b u t  it 
was a f r e e - f i r e  zone a s  f a r  a s  t h e  ARVN was concerned. They 
could c a r e  l e s s .  They looked upon t h a t  a s  being VC t e r r i t o r y  
The only t h i n g  they  would have t o  do, i f  you r e c a l l ,  i s  t o  
c a l l  i n  from Dot t i e  t o  Son Tinh, and almost w i t h i n  a mat ter  . 
of seconds they would give you approval ,  because a l l  they  
were checking on was not  where t h e  a r t i l l e r y  w a s  going, b u t  
t o  f i n d  o u t  i f  any ARVN o r  RF and PE fo rces  were i n  t h e  a r e a ,  
and i f  they  were o u t  of t h e  a r e a  it was an automatic go. But 
t h i s  was n o t  an acceptable  procedure t o  MACV o r  anybody e l s e .  

A. S i r ,  t h e  MACV d i r e c t i v e  says  it w i l l  be c l e a r e d  
wi th  t h e  d i s t r i c t  and v i l l a g e  c h i e f .  And I d o n ' t  know what 
w e  a r e  supposed t o  read i n t o  t h i s .  

Q. W e l l ,  y o u ' r e  supposed t o  read  i n t o  t h e  f ac t - - i f  you 
read  t h e  MACV d i r e c t i v e  it says  t h i s  i s  t h e  b a s i c  purpose 
of it is  t o  conserve and t o  prevent  i n j u r i e s  and s o  f o r t h  
t o  c i v i l i a n s .  
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b louse  o f f  a g i r l ,  and he  d i d  n o t  see BOYCE k i l l  a man w i t h  
a Sayane t  (pgs.  5 6)  . The w i t n e s s  d i d  n o t  fo l low t h e  same 
p a t h  through t h e  v i l l a g e  a s  STANLEY (pg. 7 ) .  H e  d i d  n o t  s e e  
CARTER a f t e r  CARTER s h o t  h i m s e l f ,  and h e  d i d  n o t  s e e  CARTER'S 
medevac (pg. 7 )  . H e  d i d  s e e  a bubble  t o p  h e l i c o p t e r  l and  
(pg. 8 ) .  The animals  i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  were s h o t  (pg. 10) . 

A s  he reached t h e  edge of t h e  v i l l a g e ,  h e  saw L ieu tenan t  
CALLEY p u t  people  i n  a " c r a t e r "  and f i r e  i n t o  t h e  h o l e  a t  
them (pgs.  8 9 )  . MEADLO, who w a s  c r y i n g ,  a l s o  f i r e d  i n t o  
t h e  h o l e  (pg.  1 0 ) .  MAPLES d i d  n o t  remember an o r d e r  from 
CALLEY t o  s h o o t  t h e  c i v i l i a n s ,  and MAPLES d i d  n o t  p a r t i c i p a t e  
in the s h o o t i n g  (pg.  1 0 ) .  The w i t n e s s  heard  t h a t  they had 
been t o l d  t o  s t o p  t h e  shoo t ing  (pg. 1 0 ) .  H e  saw about  25 
Vietnamese k i l l e d  and s a w  none a l i v e  a f t e r  he  went through 
t h e  v i l l a g e  (pgs. 8, 11). 

b. Act ions  a t  t h e  l a a g e r  s i t e .  

While h e  saw t h e  Nat iona l  P o l i c e  s h o o t  some VC 
s u s p e c t s  a t  t h e  l a a g e r  s i t e ,  he  d i d  n o t  see anyone wi th  a 
f i n g e r  c u t  o f f  (pg.  12)  . MEDINA w a s  t h e r e ,  b u t  MAPLES 
d i d  n o t  s e e  any o t h e r  o f f i c e r s  t h a t  he  knew (pg. 1 2 ) .  

3 .  INQUIRIES AFTER THE ASSAULT. 

H e  r e c a l l e d  be ing  m e t  by an o f f i c e r  a f t e r  t h e i r  r e t u r n  
t o  LZ D o t t i e  (pg. 1 2 ) .  H e  d i d  n o t  remember who t h e  man 
w a s  o r  what h e  s a i d  (pg. 1 3 ) .  On be ing  shown a group o f  
p i c t u r e s  o f  o f f i c e r s ,  he  w a s  unable  t o  i d e n t i f y  t h e  person t o  
whom he  spoke (pg.  1 6 ) .  H e  remembered t h a t  MEDINA c a l l e d  
the company t o g e t h e r ,  t o l d  them t h e r e  w a s  going t o  be  an 
i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  and s a i d  t h a t  it would be  b e t t e r  n o t  t o  t a l k  
about  it u n t i l  ques t ioned  by an i n v e s t i g a t i n g  o f f i c e r  
(pg. 1 3 ) .  H e  thought  he  spoke t o  an i n v e s t i g a t i n g  o f f i c e r  
about  - t h e  o p e r a t i o n ,  b u t  he  w a s  n o t  c e r t a i n  o f  t h i s  
(pg. 1 3 ) .  H e  d i d  n o t  know o f  anyone else who spoke t o  an 
i n v e s t i g a t i n g  o f f i c e r  (pg. 1 4 )  . MAPLES d i d  n o t  t a l k  t o  
t h e  o t h e r  men about  how they  f e l t  o v e r  the k i l l i n g  (pg. 1 4 ) .  

4 .  OTHER INFORMATION. 

The w i t n e s s  opined t h a t  t h e  Vietnamese w e r e  k i l l e d  f o r  
revenge (pgs.  1 4 ,  1 5 ) .  He d i d  n o t  b e l i e v e  t h a t  t h e  men 
thought  t hey  had been o rde red  t o  shoo t  t h e  c i v i l i a n s  (pg.  1 5 ) .  
The on ly  t i m e  h e  f i r e d  was when he  saw something move on 
t h e  edge o f  t h e  v i l l a g e  a f t e r  they g o t  on l i n e  (pgs.  4 ,  15 ,  
1 6 ) . 
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Q Were a l l  t h e  Vietnamese people i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  
k i l l e d ?  

A. A l l  of them? I doubt it very much. 

Q. Did you s e e  any Vietnamese people a l i v e  a f t e r  
they d gone through? 

A. I d i d n ' t  see  none except .  f o r  t h e  ones Captain 
MEDINA had a t  t h e  CP t h a t  n igh t .  

Q. But t h a t  was some d i s t a n c e  away? 

A. Y e s ,  

Q. Do you remember what t h e  company d i d  a f t e r  you g o t
through My L a i ( 4 ) ?  Where you went, what you d i d ?  

Af te r  it was over?A. 

Q Yes. 

A. I d o n ' t  know. I t h i n k  we went back i n .  

Q. Do you remember moving o u t  t o  the  e a s t  and you 
met up wi th  Bravo Company? You laagered i n  f o r  t h e  n i g h t  
toge the r  t h a t  evening, l a t e  a f te rnoon maybe; you saw t h e  
National  Pol ice?  Do you remember t h a t ?  

A. Right ,  a f t e r  we had captured those .  

Q. There were some p r i soners  by t h a t  time. Char l i e  
Company had talcen some and Bravo Company had some VC s u s p e c t s ,  
Did you see  t h e  Nat ional  Po l i ce  i n t e r r o g a t i n g  some p r i s o n e r s  
t h a t  evening? 

A. That evening where we had s e t  up f o r  the  n i g h t .  

Q. Late  i n  t h e  af ternoon? 

Q. Did you see  any of t h e s e  VC suspec t s  shot?  
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A. Yes, by t h e  p o l i c e .  They were s h o t  by t h e  p o l i c e .  

Q Did you see  one of t h e  p r i s o n e r s  g e t  a f i n g e r  c u t  
o f f  during t h e  ques t ioning?  

A .  . No. 

Q.  You d i d n ' t  see  t h a t ?  Was Captain MEDINA around a t  
t h i s  t i m e  when t h e  p r i soners  w e r e  being quest ioned? 

A. Right.  

Q Did you s e e  any o t h e r  o f f i c e r s  t h e r e  a t  t h e  t ime 
t h a t  you knew? 

A. Not t h a t  I knew. 

Q Did you know Captain KOTOUC, t h e  Task Force Barker 
S2? 

A. I d o n ' t  know. 

Q Captain MICHLES, t h e  Bravo Company commander? 

A .  I ' m  t r y i n g  t o  t h i n k  i f  he was t h e r e .  I d o n ' t  know, 
because I d o n ' t  know him. 

Q.  Do you remember spending 2 n i g h t s  i n  t h e  f i e l d  
then  going back t o  Landing Zone D o t t i e  by h e l i c o p t e r ?  

A. W e  went back* i n ,  b u t  I f o r g o t  where we went t o .  

Q.  We have p r e t t y  conclusive evidence t h a t  you went 
back t o  Landing Zone D o t t i e  i n  t h e  af te rnoon.  Do you remember 
be ing  m e t  by an o f f i c e r  who t a lked  t o  you about what had hap-
pened a t  My Lai  ( 4 )  on t h e  16th? 

A. Somebody d i d  come and t a l k  t o  us ,  b u t  who it was, 
I d o n ' t  know. 

Q. Were you i n  t h e  same h e l i c o p t e r  wi th  STANLEY? 

A. Y e s .  
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bod ie s  o f  people  who had been k i l l e d  p r i o r  t o  h i s  a r r i v a l  
(pg. 54) 

( 2 )  MARONEY sees an o l d  man k i l l e d .  

The f i r s t  person he  saw k i l l e d  w a s  an  o l d  
man i n  w h i t e  who w a s  s h o t  by a member o f  MARONEY1s  p l a toon  
named ARCOREN (pgs .  35, 54,  55,  7 9 ) .  ARCOREN had been 
wanting t o  s h o o t  t h e  o l d  man (pgs .  3 5 ) .  A t  f i r s t  MARONEY 
r e f u s e d ,  b u t ,  on ARCOREN'S i n s i s t e n c e ,  l a t e r  a l lowed it by 
s a y i n g ,  "You might as w e l l .  I f  you d o n ' t  somebody e l s e  
w i l l "  (pgs.  35, 79) . ARCOREN f i r e d  a t  t h e  o l d  man and 
wounded him (pgs. 35, 79) . Another man, whom MARONEY d i d  
n o t  know, f i n i s h e d  t h e  job (pgs.  35, 79 ) .  MARONEY marked 
t h e  p l a c e  where t h i s  occur red  w i t h  a "7" on E x h i b i t  P-131 
(pg- 5 7 ) .  

c.  MARONEY and ALAUX f i n d  young g i r l s .  

MARONEY and ALAUX found two s m a l l  g i r l s  i n  a 
p a r t i a l l y  knocked-down b r i c k  b u i l d i n g  on a t r a i l  a t  t h e  
edge o f  t h e  v i l l a g e  (pgs.  36, 5 8 ) .  One g i r l  w a s  about  f i v e  
y e a r s  o l d  and t h e  o t h e r  e i g h t  (pg.  3 6 ) .  One o f  t h e  g i r l s  
w a s  i n  a daze  (pg. 3 6 ) .  ALAUX asked MARONEY i f  he thought  
t hey  shou ld  k i l l  t h e  l i t t l e  g i r l s  (pg. 36) . MARONEY s a i d  
t h a t  t h e y  shou ld  n o t  b e c a u s e - t h e  g i r l s  had n o t  h u r t  anyone 
(pg. 36) . They l e d  t h e  g i r l s  c l e a r  o f  My .La i  ( 4 )  and then  
had some o l d  man c a r r y  them (pg. 3 7 ) .  The g i r l s  a t e  lunch 
w i t h  MARONEY and U A U X  and were dropped o f f  w i th  t h e  o t h e r  
women and c h i l d r e n  i n  a ya rd  whi le  t h e  company was en r o u t e  
from My La i  ( 4 )  t o  My La i  (5 )  (pgs .  36,  37) . 

d. Act ions  a f t e r  l e a v i n g  My Lai .  

(1) Movement t o  t h e  l a a q e r  s i te .  

On l e a v i n g  My La i  ( 4 )  and j u s t  p r i o r  t o  
dropping o f f  t h e  two l i t t l e  g i r l s  MARONEY hea rd  MEDINA 
say  he d i d  n o t  want any more k i l l i n g s  (pgs .  59 ,60 ,67 ,68 ) .  
When he  s a i d  t h i s  MEDINA appeared t o  be  dep res sed  (pg .68 ) .  

(2) Actions  a t  t h e  l a a g e r  s i t e .  

On t h e  n i g h t  o f  t h e  1 6 t h  the company l aage red  
i n  a cemetery (pg.  6 0 ) .  Although he  d i d  n o t  see it, MARONEY 
knew t h a t  two d e t a i n e e s  w e r e  s h o t  by t h e  Na t iona l  P o l i c e  
(pg. 7 0 ) .  H e  heard  t h e  shoo t ing  and saw t h e  bod ie s  i n  t h e  
d i t c h  (pg.  7 0 ) .  KOTOUC was where t h e  i n t e r r o g a t i o n s  were 
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k i l l e d ,  I would probably t h i n k  t h e r e  w e r e n ' t  t h a t  many VC i n  
t h e  v i l l a g e .  I d o n ' t  remember anyth ing  p a r t i c u l a r ,  s i r .  I 
do remember s e e i n g  t h e  p i c t u r e s  i n  t h e  p a p e r s ,  and I am n o t  
even s u r e  t h a t  I. r e a d  t h e  a r t ic le .  

Q That  would be s t r a n g e ,  no t  r ead ing  t h e  a r t i c l e ?  

A. I guess  it would, s i r .  But I d o n ' t  remember t h e  
number t h a t  was mentioned i f  I d id .  r ead  it. 

Q While you were w i t h  Bravo Company l a t e r  up t o  t h e  
n o r t h e a s t  t h e  evening of  t h e  same day, do you r e c a l l  s e e i n g  
any p o l i c e  i n t e r r o g a t i n g  any s u s p e c t s ,  V C  s u s p e c t s ?  

A. Yes, s i r .  

Q 0 What happened? 

A. Well ,  I b e l i e v e  we had t h r e e  p r i s o n e r s  w i t h  us .  
The o t h e r  u n i t  t h a t  w a s  t h e r e  had f i v e ,  s i x ,  o r  seven.  I 
would say  t h e r e  were somewhere between a h a l f  dozen and 
dozen t o t a l .  The p o l i c e  and ou r  S 2  were t h e r e .  I t h i n k  
t h e r e  were t h r e e  o r  f o u r  of them p o s s i b l y .  I d i d  n o t  s e e  
them i n t e r r o g a t e  them. I d i d  n o t  s e e  them t a l k i n g  t o  them, 
b u t  they had a p l a c e  they  c a r r i e d  them behind  t o  t a l k  t o  
them. And a f t e r  they  t a l k e d  t o  them--and I guess  t hey  
d i d n ' t  g e t  t h e  in format ion  they  wanted o u t  of them--well, 
they would b r i n g  t h e n  Sack around t o  a d i t c h ,  back over  
on one s i d e ,  and they  s h o t ,  I b e l i e v e ,  two of them. 

Q Did you s e e  them s h o t ?  

A. I d i d n ' t .  I w a s n ' t  c l o s e  enough t o  s e e  them. 
I could h e a r  t h e  s h o t s ,  and I knew t h a t  t h e y  w e r e  shoo t ing  
them. I walked over  t o  t he  d i t c h  a f t e r  it was a l l  over  and 
looked,  and they  were l y i n g  i n  t h e  d i t c h .  

Q Did Captain  KOTOUC s e e  t h i s ?  

A. I d o n ' t  be l i eve - - I  know Captain  KOTOUC w a s n ' t  
around t h e r e  when they  s h o t  them, b u t  he was t h e r e  when they  
were i n t e r r o g a t i n g  them. H e  was around on t h e  o t h e r  s i d e  where 
they  were i n t e r r o g a t i n g  them. Captain  KOTOUC d i d  n o t  come 
around w i t h  them when they  s h o t  them, because  it was t h e  p o l i c e  
who brought  them around. 
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A .  I knew he  was an i n t e r r o g a t o r  t h a t  normally 
came o u t .  

Q Did you s e e  him s l a p p i n g  t h a t  o l d  man around 
t h a t  you i d e n t i f i e d  i n  t h e  p i c t u r e  e a r l i e r ?  

A .  I saw--what I d i d  s e e  of i t  was h i s  i n t e r p r e t e r  
had grabbed him by t h e  a r m  o r  something,  b u t  as f a r  a s  phy-
s i c a l l y  s l i ~ p p i n ghim around,  I d i d n ' t  s e e  him do it. Now, 
a g a i n ,  l e t  me c l a r i f y  t h a t  when t h e s e  people  come o u t ,  i f  
I ' m  guarding t h e  p r i s o n e r ,  t hey  come o u t ,  I t u r n e d  t h e  p r i s -
, one r 'over  t o  them, and they  t a k e  them, i n t e r r o g a t e  them; 
and when they  ' re through w i t h  them, t h e y  b r i n g  them back 
o r  they l e t  them go. 

Q I ' m  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  what you observed.  

A .  Like I s a i d ,  I saw t h e  a s s i s t a n t  g rab  t h e  guy 
by t h e  arm, and they  marched him off someplace. 

Q. Now, d i d  you e i t h e r  see o r  h e a r  about any d e t a i n e e  
having h i s  f i n g e r s  c u t  o f f ?  

A .  No, s i r .  

Q Did you s e e  o r  observe any o t h e r  t h i n g s  such 
a s  abuse of d e t a i n e e s  i n  t h e  l a a g e r  a r e a  t h a t  n i g h t ,  e i t h e r  
by C Company o r  B Company o r  by - t h e  Na t iona l  P o l i c e  o r  by 
anybody e l s e ?  

A. Like I s a i d ,  t h a t  n i g h t  I s a w  no Na t iona l  P o l i c e ,  
and no Vietnamese excep t  f o r  t h e  i n t e r p r e t e r  t h a t  w a s  w i th  u s ,  
and they  didn 't i n t e r p r e t  t h e r e .  They d idn '  t i n t e r r o g a t e  
the--maybe they  l e f t ,  b u t  t hey  d i d n ' t  i n t e r r o g a t e  t h e  
p r i s o n e r s  I had. No one touched t h o s e  p r i s o n e r s  from 
t h e  t ime I took them u n t i l  t h e  t i m e  I r e l e a s e d  them t o  t h e  
Na t iona l  P o l i c e ,  e x c e p t  f o r  my men, and a l l  t h e y  d i d  w a s  
check t h e  kno t s  and t i e s .  

Q. Did you hea r  any r e p o r t s  about  t h e  a c t i o n s  i n  
t h e  1st Pla toon  t h a t  day? 

A. A l l  I know is t h e  1st P la toon  r e c e i v e d  f i r e  and 
t h a t  t h e y  were f i r i n g .  
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A.  The only one t h a t  I know of I n  my squad t h a t  had 
one t h a t  used it quite o f t e n  was HUFFMAN. But I d o n ' t  know 
i f  he used it t h a t  day o r  no t .  I j u s t  d o n ' t  know. F i r s t  
Sergeant  DAHNER had a movie camera, b u t  he wasn ' t  t h e r e  t h a t  
day. He used t o  use t h a t  a l l  t h e  time. 

Q How about d i a r i e s ,  l o g s ,  tape  recordings? Do you
have anything l i k e  t h i s  t h a t  would have h igh l igh ted  t h i s  
per iod? 

A. No. 

Q. Did you ever  hear  any rumors t h a t  c i v i l i a n s  had 
been k i l l e d  unnecessar i ly  by e i t h e r  B/4/3 o r  C/1/20 on 16 
March? 

A. 16 th ,  17th ,  o r  18th? 

Q Yes. 

A. I never heard rumors t h a t  c i v i l i a n s  were k i l l e d  
unnecessar i ly .  I know, a s  I th ink  everyboay knows, t h a t  
civilians g e t  k i l l e d  over i n  Vietnam. I never- -af te r  t h a t  
day I never--af ter  t h a t  day I never heard t a l k  of--never 
heard any people from Char l i e  Company t a l k .  I never t a l k e d  
t o  them. A s  f a r  a s  I know, t h e r e  was never any d i scuss ions  
t n a t  I was i n  on t h a t  anybody mentioned r u t h l e s s l y  k i l l i n g  
anyboay o r  whether every once i n  a whi le  on an opera t ion ,  no t  
t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  one, a women would g e t  k i l l e d .  I t  was norm-
a l l y  t h a t  she was i n  t h e  l i n e  of f l r e  o r  something l i k e  t h i s .  
My answer would be no, I never had any--engaged i n  any con-
v e r s a t i o n  o r  heard of any conversat ion.  

Q .  Were you ever  t o l d  n o t  t o  d iscuss  any unnecessary
k i l l i n g  by Task Force Barker dur ing  t h i s  time per iod?  

A. Not t o  my knowledge. 

Q. Do you know lf any U . S .  o r  ARVN personnel  during
t h i s  time t o r t u r e d  any VC suspec t s  o r  PW Is? 

A .  @.rorturedi n  what way, s i r ?  Holding a k n i f e  t o  
them? 

Q Cut t ing  them? Beat ing them? 
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PI. No. 

Q o  Kicking them? 

A. Kicking them, y e s ,  t w i s t i n g  arms and s t u f f  l i k e  
t h i s ,  y e s ,  

Q. W e l l ,  t h i s  g e t s  i n t o  a q u e s t i o n  of  deg ree ,  b u t  of  
cou r se  a l l  o f  t h i s  i s  a g a i n s t  t h e  r u l e s  o f  l and  war fa re .  

A .  The on ly  people  t ha t - -we l l ,  my f e e l i n g ,  s ir ,  t h e  
way t h a t  I guess t h a t  I took it ove r  t h e r e  was t h a t  when t h e  
i n t e r r o g a t o r s  came o u t ,  I was done u n t i l  t hey  f i n i s h e d .  Yes, 
I s a w  people  g e t t i n g  kicked and I saw arms and l e g s  t w i s t e d .  
And I saw people-- that  a s s i s t a n t  l i k e d  t o  do something 
under t h e i r  a r m .  I d o n ' t  know what it was. But i f  t h a t ' s  
t o r t u r e ,  I saw it. A s  f a r  as p h y s i c a l l y  c u t t i n g  o f f  f i n g e r s  
or  even c u t t i n g  people ,  I d i d n ' t  see it. 

Q. About where was t h i s  t a k i n g  p l ace?  

A. W e l l ,  w i th  t h e s e  i n t e r o g a t o r s  it w a s n ' t  on ly  on 
t h a t  o p e r a t i o n .  I d i d n ' t  see-- the  on ly  t h i n g  I saw on t h a t  
o p e r a t i o n  was t h e  o l d  man g e t t i n g  grabbed by t h e  arm and 
be ing  dragged o f f  someplace f o r - i n t e r r o g a t i o n .  But over  t h e  
pe r iod  of  t h e  7 months I w a s  t he re - - the  6 months I was t h e r e ,  
I saw- -

Q. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  But you d i d n ' t  see any k i c k i n g  and 
b e a t i n g  on t h i s  ope ra t ion?  

A.  The on ly  k i c k i n g  i s  I s a w  one of  t h e s e  people  get--

Q ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  This  i s  t h e  morning of t h e  19 th?  

A. Y e s ,  I w a s  walking back t o  t h e  CP. 

Q Some i n d i c a t i o n s  h e  g o t  k icked p r e t t y  bad. 

A.  When we went down i n  t h a t  t u n n e l ,  I saw from a 
d i s t ance - - I  was behind them o f  course--and one o f  my men was 
point--and w h i l e  w e  w e r e  w a i t i n g  around t h e  t u n n e l ,  I g o t  a  
look  a t  a couple  of them. And I ' m  s u r e  t h a t  i f  t h e y  were,  you 
know, mi s s ing  a f i n g e r  o r  t hey  w e r e  i n  r e a l  bad shape,  I ' d  
have n o t i c e d  it. I d i d n ' t  n o t i c e  anyth ing  o u t  of  t h e  o r d i n a r y ,  
as f a r  as blood o r  anyth ing .  
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b r i n g i n g  up t h e  r e a r  (pg.  18) . There were bodies  every-  
where (pgs .  18 ,  1 9 ) .  He e s t i m a t e d  t h e r e  were 70-100 dead 
(pg.  27) . Th?y a l l  had M-16 wounds (pgs .  19 ,  20) . MARTIN 
saw 110 one a l i v e  i n  My Lai  ( 4 )  (pg. 26) . Very few of  t h e  
dead were mi l i t a ry -age  males.  Most o f  t h e  bodies  were i n  
groups (pg.  31) . MARTIN was w i t h i n  30 t o  35 f e e t  of  
NJ3DINA going through t h e  v i l l a g e  (pgs. 18,22) , MEDINA was 
i n  a p o s i t i o n  t o  s e e  t h e  numerous bod ie s  (pg.  2 2 ) .  The 
command group never  r ece ived  any h o s t i l e  f i r e  (pg.  2 0 ) .  

He saw one occur rence  i n  which two o r  t h r e e  
so ,  3 i e r s  l i n e d  up about t e n  people  ( o l d  men, women, and 
c h i l d r e n )  and s h o t  them (pg.  18)  . MEDINA was i n  t h e  
immediate v i c i n i t y  when t h i s  occu r red  (pg. 19) . 

.CARTER s h o t  h imse l f  on t h e  n o r t h  s i d e  of  t h e  
hamlet .  CAPEZZA t r e a t e d  him (pg.  2 1 ) .  The w i t n e s s  
i d e n t i f i e d  t h e  t r a i l  po r t r ayed  i n  E x h i b i t  P-31 a s  t h e  same 
one used when CARTER was medevac.'d -(pg.  48) .  

Every s t r u c t u r e  i n  My Lai  was s e t  a f i r e  (pg.  2 4 ) .  
He saw MEDINA p e r s o n a l l y  se t  some o f  t h e  b u i l d i n g s  a f i r e  
(pg.  2 6 ) .  He d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  t h e  t i m e  they f i n i s h e d  
swee2ing t h e  v i l l a g e  (pgs .  23, 2 4 ) .  H e  never r ece ived  
a r e q u e s t  f r o n  C / 1 / 2 0  f o r  a r t i l l e r y  suppor t  (pg.  2 4 ) .  
S i ~ c ehe was w i t h  NEDINP,, he  was c e r t a i n  MEEINA k n ~ wx o s t  
sf what occur red  i n  My Lai  ( 4 )  (pgs .  4 2 )  . He did n o t  
r e c a l l  eng inee r s  be ing  on t h e  o p e r a t i o n  (pgs .  3 3 ) .  

c: Act ions  by t h e  Na t iona l  P o l i c e .  

MARTIN remeinbered -spending one n i g h t  d u r i n g  t h e  
o p e r a t i o n  i n  a cemetery ( p g . . 3 9 ) .  The Nat iona l  p o l i c e  
k i l l e d  two o r  t h r e e  p r i s o n e r s  s e p a r a t e l y  a t  t h e  n i g h t  
l a a g e r  p o s i t i o n  on 1 6  March (pgs .  24,  27) . The o t h e r  PW's 
were k i l l e d  t o g e t h e r  by M - 1 6  f i r e  p o s s i b l y  by WIDPIER. H e  
b e l i e v e d  t h a t  MEDINA was p r e s e n t  (pg.  2 5 ) .  

$ 

d. X A R T I N ' s  exp lana t ion  f o r  t h e  My Lai  massacre .  

"Captain  MEDINA had a s t r o n g  ho ld  ove r  t h e  
company. I f  something l i k e  t h a t  happened, h e ' d  know 
about  i t ,  h e ' d  be  g i v i n g  t h e  o r d e r s .  People didn't--when 
people  a c t e d ,  they  a c t e d  a t  t h e  o r d e r  of  Captain  MEDINA...." 
(pg. 3 1 ) .  MARTIN was under t h e  impress ion  t h a t  t h e  men 

w e r e  under o r d e r s  t o  k i l l  every  human i n c l u d i n g  c i v i l i a n s  
(pgs .  4 1 ,  4 2 ) .  
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Q We've a l s o  r ece ived  ev idence  t h a t  somewhere 
i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  of t h e  hamlet  t h e r e  was a d i t c h  w i t h  
q u i t e  a number of  bod ie s  i n  it. Do you r e c a l l  s e e i n g  
t h i s ?  

A. I r e c a l l  a d i t c h  w i t h  q u i t e  a few bod ie s .  I 
d o n ' t  r e c a l l - - I  t h i n k  I might have glanced o v e r  it. I 
remember d e f i n i t e l y  people  t a l k i n g  about i t ,  "Look o v e r  
t h e r e ,  look a t  t h e  m e s s  over  t h e r e .  " I don 't r e c a l l  
whether  I looked a t  it o r  n o t .  

Q. Ilow c l o s e  d i d  you g e t  t o  t h e  d i t c h ?  

A. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  s e e i n g  it. I c a n ' t  remember 
i f  I saw it o r  n o t .  I know it w a s  t h e r e ,  b u t  I don ' t  
r e c a l l  s e e i n g  it. 

Q Do you remember who spoke about i t ?  

A. I t h i n k  it w a s  WIDbER. Maybe t h a t ' s  what w e  
were a rgu ing  abou t  l a t e r  t h a t  n i g h t ,  about  t h e  d i t c h  o r  
something. I t h i n k  h e  was k ind  of  f a s c i n a t e d  about  t h a t ,  
o r  he appeared t o  be .  

Q Do you r e c a l l  any th ing  e l s e  of  t h i s  n a t u r e  
t h a t  took p l a c e ?  I ' m  r e f e r r i n g  t o  t h e  p o s s i b l e  k i . l l i n g  
o f  noncombatants t h a t  morning i n  t h e  hamlet .  

A. That  p a r t i c u l a r  day? 

Q Y e s .  

A. I r e c a l l  Na t iona l  P o l i c e ,  b u t  t h a t  w a s n ' t  i n  
t h e  hamlet .  That  w a s  . a t  t h e  n i g h t  p o s i t i o n ,  when w e  moved 
i n t o  our  n i g h t  p o s i t i o n .  I t ' s  ha rd  f o r  m e  t o  t r y  and 
remember, I don'  t r e c a l l  myself .  

Q - Do you recal l  about what t ime it w a s  when t h e  
command group g o t  a l l  t h e  way t o  t h e  hamlet  on t h e  o t h e r  
s i d e ?  

A.  To o u r  n i g h t  p o s i t i o n ?  

Q No, j u s t  g e t t i n g  through t h e  hamle t ,  j u s t  on 
t h e  o t h e r  s i d e .  

A. No, I d o n ' t  r e c a l l .  I would say  probably about  
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3 o ' c l o c k  i n  t h e  a f t e rnoon ,  b u t  I d o n ' t  d e f i n i t e l y  r e c a l l .  

Q I ' l l  c a l l  your a t t e n t i o n  back t o  an ea r l i e r  
t i m e  s t i l l  du r ing  t h e  morning, perhaps  10 :00, 1 0  :30. We 
have ev idence  t h a t  t h e  company swept through t h e  hamle t  
r a t h e r  r a p i d l y ,  s e t  up a rough p e r i m e t e r  i n  t h e  r i c e  
paddy t o  t h e  east  of t h e  hamlet .  Now, about  t h i s  t i m e ,  
do you r e c a l l  t h i s  happening? 

A. I r e c a l l  t h a t  it w a s  a r a t h e r  speedy move 
through t h e  v i l l a g e ,  yes .  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  what happened 
a f t e r  t h e  v i l l a g e .  

Q Do you r e c a l l  s e e i n g  a h e l i c o p t e r  l a n d  some-
t i m e  a f t e r  t h e  t r o o p s  go t  through t h e  hamlet? 

A. No, I c a n ' t  s ay  t h a t  I do. I . th ink  I r e c a l l  
something coming over  t h e  r a d i o  about a chopper coming 
i n  o r  something,  b u t  I d i d n ' t  s e e  it. I t h i n k  I may 
have hea rd  about it,  b u t  I d i d n lt see it . .  

8. Did you a t  any t i m e  g e t  a r e q u e s t  f o r  sup-
p o r t i n g  a r t i l l e r y  f i r e ?  

A .  No, w e  d i d n ' t  f i r e  any a d j u s t  f i r e  a t  a l l .  

8 You mentioned an i n c i d e n t  i n v o l v i n g  t h e  
Vietnamese Na t iona l  p o l i c e  l a t e r  i n  t h e  day. Could 
you d e s c r i b e  t h a t ,  p l ea se?  

A. I can remember t h a t  f a i r l y  w e l l .  That  was 
a f t e r  p u l l i n g  i n t o  our  n i g h t  p o s i t i o n  i n  t h e  cemetery.  
It was r i g h t  by t h e  ocean,  I d o n ' t  know r i g h t  where it 
was, b u t  r i g h t  by the ocean.  Anyway, it was s t a r t i n g  
t o  g e t  dark  around then .  I don'  t know i f  it w a s  6 :00 
or 7:00, b u t  I remember w e  p u l l e d  i n t o  t h e  cemetery.  
There w a s  ano the r  company t h a t  w e  rendezvoused w i t h .  
A s  I r e c a l l ,  t h e r e  were some Vietnamese s u s p e c t s  a l r e a d y  
t h e r e .  I t h i n k  they  had been d e t a i n e d  by t h e  o t h e r  
company. I remember t h e  Nat iona l  P o l i c e  t a l k i n g  t o  them, 
and I remember t h e y  were s h o t  one a t  a t i m e  w i th  a smal l  
handgun, .45,  o r  some k ind  of r e v o l v e r  o r  something.  
Everything w a s  spoken i n  Vietnamese. I d o n ' t  know what 
t hey  were t a l k i n g  about .  I assumed I knew what t h e y  
w e r e  t a l k i n g  about ;  b u t  what t hey  w e r e  s a y i n g ,  I d o n ' t  
know. 
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Q What d i d  you s e e ?  

A. W e l l ,  I saw a guy, h e  was shak ing  h i s  head 
o r  something and I d o n ' t  know i f  t h e r e  w a s  t h r e e  t o  five 
o r  what t h e r e  were. One guy was s h o t  and he j u s t  went 
over  t o  t h e  o t h e r  guy and w a s  t a l k i n g  t o  t h e  o t h e r  guy 
and they  s h o t  him. I t h i n k  a f t e r  they  s h o t  two o r  t h r e e  
guys ,  t hey  s h o t  t h e  o t h e r  ones t o g e t h e r .  I t h i n k  t h e y  
w e r e  j u s t  going one a t  a t i m e  u n t i l  t hey  g o t  some answers 
t o  q u e s t i o n s  . 
Q What happened a f t e r  t h a t ?  

A. 
t h e y  
body 

They were e i t h e r  dragged i n t o  a d i t c h  ox 
f e l l  i n t o  a d i t c h ,  b u t  t hey  weren' t k i l l e d .  Some-
else went o v e r  w i t h  an M-16  and s h o t  them. 

Q D o  you remember who that.  was? 

A. No. I t h i n k  it was WIDMER, b u t  I don't 
know i f  it w a s  him o r  n o t .  

Q. That w a s  your  p rev ious  r e c o l l e c t i o n ,  t h a t  
it was WIDMER. 

A.  Everybody f e l t  t h a t  it was t h e  only  t h i n g  
t o  do;  b u t  nobody r e a l l y  wanted t o  do i t ,  because t h e y  
w e r e  s h o t  i n  t h e  head w i t h  t h e  s m a l l  gun. 

Q Who else w a s  p r e s e n t  a t  t h a t  t ime?  Was 
Se rgean t  PHU t h e r e ?  

A .  I b e l i e v e  h e  was. He came up and joined t h e  
command group r i g h t  around t h a t  p e r i o d .  

Q. W a s  Capta in  MEDINA there? 

A. I b e l i e v e  he  was. H e  had t a l k e d  w i t h  ano the r  
CO r i g h t  a c r o s s  t h e  cemetery.  I n  f a c t ,  I t h i n k  t h e  o t h e r  
CO came ove r  and t a l k e d  t o  him. Capta in  MEDINA and t h e  
o t h e r  CO were t h e r e  t o g e t h e r .  

Q How much burn ing  was t h e r e  i n  t h e  hamlet  i n  
My La i  ( 4 ) ?  

A. There w a s  q u i t e  a b i t .  Every s t r u c t u r e  t h a t  
w a s  s t a n d i n g  was se t  a b l a z e ,  a s  I r e c a l l .  
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Q .  . You may have covered t h i s  b u t  I missed it. 
Can you g ive  us -an es t ima te  a s  t o  how many dead people 
you saw t 'nrouyl~outa l l  of My Lai ( 4 )  ? 

A. That I s  awful hard.  I ' d  say  between 70 and 100; 
t h a t ' s  wi thout  walking around, j u s t  walking i n  a s t r a i g h t  
l i n e  of march, b u t  it could have been cons iderably  more. 
I dontt th ink  i t  would be l e s s  than  70.  

Q Did you p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  a number of combat 
a s s a u l t s  whi le  you were i n  Char l i e  Company? 

A. Yes, s ir .  

Q Did you normally have r e q u e s t s  f o r  suppor t ing  
a r t i l l e r y  f i r e ?  

A. A s  a p repara t ion?  

Q No, a f t e r  you had gone i n ?  

A. I t  was q u i t e  f r equen t ,  y e s ,  s i r .  Any time 
we  had, any type of s n i p e r  f i r e  a t  a l l ,  u sua l ly  they  
pumped some a r t i l l e r y .  

Q a ,  ~pp ' roximate lyhow many people would you 
es t ima te  were s h o t ,by t h e  Vietnamese National  P o l i c e  
on t h i s  evening of t h e  16th?  

A. I Id say  between t h r e e  and f i v e .  

Q a  Approximately how many s u s p e c t s  d i d  they  have 
a t  t h a t  t ime? 

A. AS I r e c a l l ,  they s h o t  a l l  t h e  s u s p e c t s ,  three 
t o  f i v e  suspec t s .  

Q Did you n o t i c e  where most of t h e  wounds were 
on t h e  people tha t  you saw dead i n  My Lai? Did they seem 
t o  be body wounds o r  head wound.^? 

A. I would say c h e s t  wounds, b u t  1 d o n ' t  d e f i n i t e l y  
r e c a l l .  They were s h o t  a t  c l o s e  range.  

MR WEST: I ' d  l i k e  t o  go back a l i t t l e .  Could you 
descr ibe  the group of perhaps as many a s  10 who were 
s h o t  down wi th  M-16  f i r e  e a r l y  a s  you came i n t o  t h e  
hamlet. I b e l i e v e  you mentioned l a t e r  t h a t  a f te rwards  
you saw o t h e r  groups of bodies  t o g e t h e r ,  i s  t h a t  c o r r e c t ?  
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SUMMARY OF TESTIMONY 

WITNESS: MAY, James A. 

DATE OF TESTIMONY: 12 January 1970 

PLACE OF TESTIMONY: Pentagon 

WITNESS SUSPECTED OF: N/A 

COUNSEL : None 

DUTY ASSIGNMENT ON 1 6  MARCH 1968: P r o v i n c i a l  s e n i o r  a d v i s o r  
o f  t h e  CORDS adv i so ry  t e a m  t o  t h e  governor of  Quang 
Ngai Province.  

1. REACTION TO TASK FORCE BARKER. 

Eecause o f  t h e  2d ARVN D i v i s i o n ' s  incompetence and 
unwi l l i ngness  t o  o p e r a t e  i n  t h e  Son My area, M r .  MAY w a s  
e l a t e d  over  Task Force Barker and t h e  Son My o p e r a t i o n .  
MAY d i d  n o t  a r r ange  f o r  t h e  e x t e n s i o n  of  t h e  Amer ica l ' s  
A0 f o r  Task Force Barker (pg.  1 3 ) .  

2 .  RF,LATIONS WITH K H I E N .  

MAY 's r e l a t i o n s  w-it h  Colonel  K H I E N  w e r e  u n s a t i s f a c t o r y  . 
Colonel  G U I N N  had much b e t t e r  r a p p o r t  w i t h  K H I E N  t han  MAY 
d i d  (pg. 1 0 )  . MAY t r i e d  t o  have K H I E N  removed b u t  f a i l e d  
(pg. 3 0 ) .  K H I E N  advocated k i l l i n g  a l l  p r i s o n e r s  c l a s s i f i e d  
as VC o r  VC s u s p e c t s  (pg.  3 4 ) .  

3. KNOWLEDGE OF LETTERS, INQUIRIES AND REPORTS. 

a.  Le t te rs .  

MAY had never  seen  E x h i b i t  M-28, L ieu t enan t  T A N ' S  
l e t t e r  t o  K H I E N  (pgs .  1 6 ,  1 7 ) ,  n o r ,  had he  seen  E x h i b i t  
M-29, T A N ' S  11 A p r i l  l e t t e r  t o  K H I E N .  
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Q Also,  M r .  MAY, w i t h  your pe rmis s ion ,  I would l i k e  
t o  borrow cop ie s  of  your c h a r t s  of your adv i so ry  group o r -
g a n i z a t i o n  s o  t h a t  I can have them--

A .  ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  I brought  e x t r a  cop ie s  i n  case 
you needed them. 

Q Do you have cop ie s  of  t h e  advisory  s t a f f ?  

A. This  may h e l p  you i d e n t i f y  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l s  
t h a t  I r e f e r r e d  t o .  It g i v e s  an o rgan iza t ion - - aga in ,  I 
would s t r e s s  t h a t  t h e s e  a r e  n o t  as of 1 6  March. These are 
t h i n g s  t h a t  j u s t  happened t o  be  i n  my pe r sona l  f i l e s - - g i v e  
o r  t a k e  a few months from t h a t  pe r iod .  

Q. I would l i k e  t o  have t h i s  o r g a n i z a t i o n  c h a r t  o f  
t h e  CORDS, Quang Ngai Province advisory  s t a f f ,  e n t e r e d  i n t o  
t h e  r eco rd  as--

RCDR: ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  E x h i b i t  M-27. 

I0 : M r .  MAY, i s  Robert  RESSEGUIE, who was your  deputy 
f o r  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  development, c u r r e n t l y  i n  t h e  prov ince?  

A. No. M r .  RESSEGUIE i s  a t  C o r n e l l  U n i v e r s i t y ,  and 
he  speaks  Vietnamese f l u e n t l y .  H e  s e rved  i n  Binh Son D i s -
t r i c t  and knows t h a t  a r e a  q u i t e  w e l l .  I would c o n s i d e r  him 
t o  be  probably a very u s e f u l  w i tnes s  t o  you i n  many r e s p e c t s  
i f  y o u ' r e  looking  f o r  s i t u a t y o n a l  background d a t a .  H e  had 
a f a i r l y  c l o s e  working r e l a t i o n s h i p  wi th  l o c a l  commands. 
A t  l e a s t  h i s  work i n  t h e r e  r e q u i r e d  a c e r t a i n  amount of  
c o o r d i n a t i o n .  

Q I t a k e  it t h a t  it was M r .  KEATING t h a t  handled 
your  cad re  f o r  Revolu t ionary  Development, your RD cad re?  

A .  T h a t ' s  c o r r e c t .  Don KEATING. 

Q Y e s .  And d i d  h e  have working f o r  him a t  t h a t  t i m e  
a M r .  Maurice N e i l l  PREW? 

A.  Y e s ,  N e i l 1  PREW. 

Q Y e s .  Was he working f o r  M r .  KEATING a t  t h a t  time.? 

a. R igh t ,  as an RD cad re  team checker ,  t h e  l o c a l  
name. 
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Q .  Using your c h a r t ,  M r .  MAY, would you p l e a s e  e x p l a i n  
your r e l a t i o n s h i p  w i t h  Colonel  K H I E N ,  t h e  prov ince  c h i e f .  

A. My r e l a t i o n s h i p  w a s  d i r e c t l y  a d v i s i n g  t h e  prov ince  
c h i e f :  i n  o t h e r  words adv i s ing  and c o o r d i n a t i n g  wi th  him 
and s o  on.  T r a d i t i 0 n a l 1 . y ~Colonel  G U I N N  advised  him d i r e c t l y ,  
p a r t i c u l a r l y  w i th  r e f e r e n c e  t o  s e c u r i t y  m a t t e r s .  I n  m y  ab-
sence from t h e  p rov ince ,  on eve ry th ing  a s  you n o t e  from 
t h i s  c h a r t  ( i n d i c a t i n g ) ,  I t r i e d  t o  use  Colonel  G U I N N  a s  a 
r e a l  deputy who d i d  eve ry th ing  I d i d ,  r a t h e r  t han  j u s t  dep-
u ty  f o r  s e c u r i t y .  And du r ing  t h e  p e r i o d  a f t e r  Colonel  
K H I E N  became province  c h i e f ,  my r e l a t i o n s  wi th  him were n o t  
e n t i r e l y  s a t i s f a c t o r y  from my p o i n t  of view, and I found t h a t  
Colonel  G U I N N  was o f t e n  a b l e  t o  t a l k  w i t h  him, t r u t h f u l l y ,  
b e t t e r  t han  I could .  So I l eaned  h e a v i l y  on Colonel  G U I N N  
i n  t h a t  a r ea .  Sometimes t h e  prov ince  c h i e f  was j u s t  p l a i n  
h i d i n g  from me, s o  I would have Colonel  G U I N N  t r a c k  him 
down and--

Q. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  H e  was p e r s o n a l l y  h i d i n g  from 
you or he  was h i d i n g  in format ion  from you? 

A. No, he  was p e r s o n a l l y  h i d i n g  from m e .  H e  d idn I t 

want t o  d i s c u s s  c e r t a i n  m a t t e r s ,  s h a l l  w e  s a y .  That  w a s  
my i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  of it. 

Q What was Colonel  G U I N N ' s  r e l a t i o n  w i t h  him? 

A. Colonel  G U I N N 1 s  r e l a t i o n s  were good up u n t i l  t h e  
T e t  o f f e n s i v e .  And they  s t i l l  remained p r e t t y '  good, I would 
s a y ,  w i t h  t h e  r e s e r v a t i o n  t h a t  t h e  prov ince  c h i e f  c o l l a p s e d  
du r ing  t h e  T e t  o f f e n s i v e .  He simply l o s t  c o n t r o l  of him-
s e l f  and went and h i d  i n  h i s  bunker a l l  t h e  t ime .  I g o t  
t h i s  second hand from my team a f t e r  I r e t u r n e d .  I was i n  
t h e  Uni ted S t a t e s  du r ing  t h e  T e t  o f f e n s i v e .  But I cor ro-
b o r a t e d  it thoroughly  t o  my s a t i s f a c t i o n  a f t e r  I r e t u r n e d .  
Colonel  KHIEN and t h e  s e c t o r  commander, who were r e s i d i n g  
t o g e t h e r  i n  t h e  main compound t h e r e ,  when t h e  VC a t t a c k e d  
they  s imply took r e fuge  i n  t h e i r  own p r i v a t e  bunker and 
they  were o u t  of  a c t i o n .  

Q You say  s e c t o r  commander. Who w a s  t h e  s e c t o r  
commander? I thought  Colonel  K H I E N  was a l s o  t h e  s e c t o r  
commander. 
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A.  Not r e a l l y .  He had a major who w a s  s e c t o r  com-
mander. Maybe he c a l l e d  him deputy s e c t o r  commander. There  
were a number of changes ove r  3 y e a r s ,  b u t ,  i n  f a c t ,  t h e r e  
w a s  an ARVN o f f i c e r  who r a n  s e c t o r  who was t h e  s e c t o r  
commander i f  n o t  i n  formal  t i t l e .  By an in fo rma l  t i t l e  h e  
w a s  t h e  s e c t o r  commander. We l o s t  one o r  two i n  t h e r e .  One 
was wounded going o u t  t o  an o p e r a t i o n  when we l o s t  him. ' 

do n o t  remember e x a c t l y  who t h e  s e c t o r  commander was on t h a t  
d a t e .  But ,  s u f f i c e  it t o  s ay  t h a t  Colonel  G U I N N  and t h e  se-
c u r i t y  p a r t  of o u r  team, p l u s  a couple  of RF/PF l i e u t e n a n t s  
conducted t h e  defense  a t  Quang Ngai a s  f a r  a s  t h e  p r o v i n c i a l  
headqua r t e r s  and i t s  t r o o p s  were concerned.  I t  w a s  s e v e r a l  
days  b e f o r e  t h e  c o l o n e l  g o t  a g r i p  on h imse l f  and 10 days  
l a t e r ,  a f t e r  I r e t u r n e d  from t h e  United S t a t e s ,  and had sev-
e r a l  conve r sa t ions  w i t h  Colonel  GUINN he was s t i l l  i n  very 
dubious shape.  W e  suspended judgment f o r  many weeks as t o  
whether w e  would recommend t h a t  he would be  removed and 
r ep l aced  o r  whether we would recommend t h a t  t h e y  f o r g e t  it. 
I can s e e  d u r i n g  t h i s  p e r i o d  why he  assumed t h e  t i t l e  and 
deputy s e c t o r  commander f o r  s e c u r i t y  was a major ,  b u t  h e  
d i d n ' t  r e a l l y  command, excep t  on r a r e  occas ions ,  and he  
d i d n ' t  go i n t o  it very deeply.  

Q. Can you t e l l  us a l i t t l e  b i t  about  your  r e t u r n  
t r i p  t o  Vietnam. What d i d  you go back t h e r e  f o r ,  and what 
d i d  you go t o  Quang Ngai f o r ?  

A .  I went back t o  Vietnam f o r  a 3-week upda t ing  
s e s s i o n  f o r  t h e  Vietnam t r a i n i n g  c e n t e r .  I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  
an upda t ing  s e s s i o n ,  I t r a v e l l e d  and v i s i t e d  a number of  
ou r  g r a d u a t e s ,  p rov ince  s e n i o r  a d v i s o r s ,  deputy s e n i o r  
a d v i s o r s ,  d i s t r i c t  s e n i o r  a d v i s o r s ,  and some c i v i l i a n  
language o f f i c e r s  who had been t r a i n e d  a t  t h e  c e n t e r .  
The reason was t o  f i n d  o u t  t o  what e x t e n t  t h e i r  t r a i n i n g  
had been u s e f u l ,  t o  what e x t e n t  it had n o t  been ,  what recom-
mendations t h a t  w e  might t a k e  back t o  t h e  s choo l ,  w i t h  a 
view t o  making ou r  t r a i n i n g  more r e l e v a n t  and more e f f e c t i v e .  

I found I was scheduled  t o  go t o  I Corps 
d u r i n g  t h i s  v i s i t ,  b u t  it w a s  scheduled a t  t h e  l a s t  p a r t  of  
my t r i p .  But I found a couple  of  e x t r a  days e a r l y  i n  t h e  
v i s i t  which were unscheduled and unoccupied,  s o  I hopped 
a p l a n e  and went up t o  Danang and th.en on down t o  Quang 
Ngai. And I sought  t o  ach ieve  t h e  res t  of my v i s i t  i n  I 
Corps a t  t h e  same t i m e ,  b u t  it r a i n e d  f o r  3 s u c c e s s i v e  
days--trying t o  g e t  i n t o  Hue---so I f i n a l l y  gave up and 
went back t o  Saigon and completed t h e  r e s t  of my v i s i t  i n  
111 and I V  Corps. 
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m d  they  never  d i d  anyth ing  s i g n i f i c a n t  e x c e p t  walk i n  t h e  
sun f o r  a couple  of  yea r s .  So we were t r y i n g  t o  e i t h e r  make 
them move o r  t o  g e t  somebody e l s e  i n  t h e r e  who would move. 
And t h e  g i v i n g  of  t h a t  a r e a  t o  Task Force Barker  f o r  a c t i o n  
meant t o  us t h a t  t h i n g s  were going t o  move. 

The VC base  a r e a  i s  an a r e a  of  a c t i v e  communi-
c a t i o n s  n o r t h  and s o u t h  a long t h e  c o a s t  and e a s t  and wes t  t o  
t h e  mountains from t h e  s e a .  There it s a t ,  5 k i l o m e t e r s  
from Quang Ngai C i t y ,  and you c o u l d n ' t  g e t  ARVN t o  go o u t  
t h e r e  and o p e r a t e .  And when you g o t  a  f rank  conve r sa t ion ,  
what t h e y ' d  s a y ,  "Too many VC. Too many VC. " So it w a s  a 
happy day when I l e a r n e d  t h a t  Barker  w a s  going t o  o p e r a t e  
t h e r e  because it was U.S. f o r c e s .  

Q Did you r e c a l l  o r  d i d  you have a hand i n  a r -
ranging  t h a t  A 0  ex t ens ion  f o r  Task Force Barker?  

A .  I d i d  n o t  have a hand i n  it. A s  I i n d i c a t e d ,  
I t h i n k  perhaps  i n d i r e c t l y  my c o n t i n u a l  complaining about 
ARVN n o t  doing anyth ing  and i f  only  t h e  U.S. o r  somebody e l se - -
w e l l  t h e  U.S. because t h a t ' s  a l l  t h e r e  was--could move i n  
t h e r e  and do something we could g e t  r i d  of t h e  VC on ou r  
d o o r s t e p  i n s t e a d  of running around way back i n  t h e  h i l l s  
looking  f o r  them. 

Q M r .  MAY, I have h e r e  a c h a r t  which w e  have had 
prepared  very r e c e n t l y .  I t  i s  a c h a r t  of Son My V i l l a g e  
w i t h  t h e  fou r  hamlets  broken down i n t o  i t s  subhamlets .  
You w i l l  n o t i c e  t h a t  t h e s e  are n o t  a l l  c o n s i s t e n t  o r  n o t  
a l l  shown on t h e  map, b u t  t h e s e  a r e  t h e  t i t l e s  which a r e  
used by the people  of t h e  a r e a .  You w i l l  n o t i c e  t h a t  so-
c a l l e d  My L a i  ( 41  i s  a c t u a l l y  t h e  subhamlet  of Thuan Yen, 
sometimes known a s  Xom Lang. I would l i k e  t o  have t h i s  
c h a r t  e n t e r e d  i n t o  t h e  r eco rd  and made an e x h i b i t  t h e r e i n .  

RCDR : It w i l l  be  i d e n t i f i e d  as Exh ib i t9MAP-6. 

Q. What requirement  d i d  you p l a c e  upon your  sub-
o r d i n a t e s ,  such  a s  Colonel  G U I N N ,  your  deputy f o r  revolu-
t i o n a r y  development, and your  o t h e r  people  f o r  r e p o r t i n g  
and keeping  you informed? 
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A.  Very poor ly .  He w a s  a very close-mouthed 
guy and he  t o l d  us very l i t t l e .  A s  I i n d i c a t e d  ear l ie r ,  
h e  w a s  a ha rd  f e l l o w  t o  t r a c k  down t o  do t h e  n e c e s s a r y  
l i a i s o n  and c o o r d i n a t i o n .  The f a c t  i s ,  he  was a b i g  
crook and he knew i t ,  and w e  knew it, and h e  knew we 
knew i t ,  and h e ' d  a l s o  copped o u t  as a coward b e s i d e s ,  
s o  t h e r e  w e r e  many reasons  tha t - -psychologica l  a s  w e l l  
as rea l - - tha t  h e  d i d  n o t  develop a t e r r i b l y  sympathe t ic  
a s s o c i a t i o n .  H e  w a s n t t  going t o  g ive  us anyth ing  
t h a t  might be  used a g a i n s t  him, I t h i n k .  

But whatever t h e  r e a s o n s ,  wi th  h i s  pre- , 

d e c e s s o r ,  I m e t  s e v e r a l  t i m e s  a day and s p e n t  an 
average o f  2 o r  3 hour s  a day a t  l e a s t  wi th  
him. And w i t h  Colonel  KHIEN, I probably didn ' t aver-
age ,  i n c l u d i n g  long  s e s s i o n s ,  an average of  p robably  
n o t  more t h a n  15 o r  20 minutes a day. 

Q Did you have a hand wi th  him i n  comparing 
your  p rov ince  campaign p l an?  

A. He p repa red  t h e  prov ince  campaign p l a n .  
W e  had a hand i n  it and it was very d i f f i c u l t  i n -
deed t o  g e t  a hand i n  i t ,  because he  tended t o  do 
t h i n g s  h imse l f  and t r y  t o  keep us o u t  of  them. A l -
though p r o  forma, on t h e  s u r f a c e ,  we would a t t e n d  
meetings and s o  would many of h i s  s e r v i c e  c h i e f s ,  
b u t  i n  f a c t ,  he very  much f e l t  t h a t  Americans were 
running  t h i n g s  and t h a t  t h e y  w e r e  going t o  t r y  and 
run him, and h e  w a s n ' t  about  t o  be run by Americans. 
And one o f  h i s  de fenses  w a s  t o  main ta in  a d i s t a n c e  
and d o n ' t  t e l l  us t o o  much and s o  on. So we had 
some d i f f i c u l t y  i n  c o o r d i n a t i n g  and g e t t i n g  o u r  i n p u t  
i n t o  t h e  annua l  p r o v i n c i a l  p l an  f o r  t h a t  r ea son .  

Q I have h e r e  a l e t t e r ,  M r .  MAY, d a t e d  2 8  March, 
Son Tinh,  from L ieu tenan t  TAN, Son Tinh d i s t r i c t  c h i e f ,  
t o  t h e  Quang Ngai p rov ince  c h i e f .  I t ' s  i d e n t i f i e d  by 
t h e  numbers 181/8C/ST/N. I would l i k e  t h i s  e n t e r e d  
i n t o  t h e  r eco rd  and made an e x h i b i t  t h e r e i n .  

RCDR: I t  w i l l  be  des igna t ed  E x h i b i t  M-28. 
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10: I want t o  ask i f  you've eve r  seen a copy 
of t h i s  memorandum? 

A. I have never seen a copy of t h i s  b e f o r e ,  
unless  I saw it a t  t h e  House Armed Services  Subcom-
mi t t ee  s e v e r a l  days ago. They showed me a number 
of documents, and I ' m  not  s u r e  i f  t h i s  was one of t h e  
documents. But I have not  seen it b e f o r e . ,  

Q. To your knowledge, d i d  Colonel K H I E N  d i s -
cuss  t h e  contents  of t h i s  memorandum with you? 

A. Colonel KHIEN d id  n o t ,  and I read i n  a 
p ress  in terv iew which was publ ished t h a t  Colonel 
K H I E N  s t a t e d  t h a t  he d id  know about t h e  My Lai i n c i -
dent  and t h a t  he  d i d  d iscuss  it with h i s  advisor  whom 
he d id  not  name. But I can assure  you he d i d  no t  
d i scuss  it wi th  me. 

Q Where d i d  you s e e  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  a r t i c l e ?  

A. I t  could have been The Washington Pos t  o r  
S t a r s  and S t r i ~ e s .  I ' m  no t  s u r e  where I saw it. 
Before I got  t o  Vietnam, o r  t h i s  t r i p ,  it was an 
in terv iew of t h e  province chief  of Quang Ngai. I 
d o n ' t  r e c a l l  t h e  d a t e  t h a t  he s a i d  t h a t  he saw, t h a t  
he knew about t h i s ,  bu t  he ,  judging from t h e  p r e s s  
again ,  has given a number of c o n f l i c t i n g  in terv iews.  
Each one g e t s  a l i t t l e  b i t  worse as he t r i e s  t o  do 
t h e  r i g h t  t h i n g ,  and cover t h i n g s  up, and obey h i s  
i n s t r u c t i o n s .  

Q. To your knowledge d id  Colonel KHIEN--. 

A .  (Interposingl  May I read  t h i s ?  

Q. Yes. To your knowledge, had Colonel K H I E N  
d iscussed  t h i s  wi th  Colonel GUINN? 

A. A s  f a r  a s  I-.-to my knowledge he d i d  n o t  
d i scuss  it wi th  Colonel G U I N N  nor with any o t h e r  
member of my team. 
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A .  I f  he gave it c r e d i b i l i t y  I would expec t  
him t o  have mentioned it t o  me. I n  f a c t ,  i t ' s  ha rd  
t o  f i g u r e  p e o p l e ' s  psychology,  b u t  I would have expec ted  
him t o  mention it t o  m e ,  i f  f o r  no o t h e r  r ea son  than  t o  
p u t  us Americans on t h e  de fens ive .  A f t e r  a l l ,  we had 
a few r a t h e r  embar rass ing  t h i n g s  concerning him, and 
I would expec t  t h a t  he  would indeed b r i n g  t h i s  t o  o u r  
a t t e n t i o n .  

Q I have h e r e  a l e t t e r  r e p o r t ,  Republic of  
Vietnam, d a t e d  18  March 1968,  s u b j e c t  : "Report of 
R e s u l t s ,  Son My V i l l a g e ,  Tu Cung hamle t ,  Son Tinh 
~ i s t r i c t . "  I would l i k e  t o  have t h i s  e n t e r e d  i n t o  
t h e  r e c o r d  and made an e x h i b i t .  

RCDR: Th i s  w i l l  b e  E x h i b i t  M-31. 

I0: I have h e r e ,  M r .  MAY, a Vietnamese r e p o r t  
w i t h  t h e  Engl i sh  t r a n s l a t i o n  of it. I t  w a s  a v a i l a b l e  
i n  t h e  f i l e s  of t h e  census g r i evance ,  and I would 
ask  i f  t h i s  was e v e r  c a l l e d  t o  your a t t e n t i o n .  

A.  Census g r i evance  where? 

Q. I n  Quang Ngai. Have you e v e r  s een  t h i s  
r e p o r t  o r  been provided  any of t h i s  in format ion  by 
census  g r i evance  o r  by the RD cadre?  

A. I have never  s een  t h e  r e p o r t .  I may have 
h e a r d  some of  t h e  in format ion  t h e r e  i n  some r e l a t e d  
form i n  t h e  d a i l y  b r i e f i n g .  For example, t h i s  d i s -
cussed  t h e  r e s u l t s  of o p e r a t i o n s  and t h e  number of 
K I A  and s o  on. I n  t h a t  form, I may have hea rd  some 
of  it, b u t  a s  a s p e c i a l  n o t e  from o u r  a d v i s o r  on 
census  g r i evance ,  no. .Nothing w a s  b rought  t o  my 
a t t e n t i o n .  I n  f a c t ,  i f  I may say  s o ,  t h i s  document 
i n  and by i t s e l f  does n o t  sugges t  t h a t  any th ing  of  
any g r e a t  s i g n i f i c a n c e  i n  terms of a t r o c i t y  might 
have occur red  a t  My L a i ,  i f  I r e a d  it a c c u r a t e l y .  
It  would c h i e f l y  be  u s e f u l  i f  you knew o r  heard  o t h e r  
r e p o r t s  of what had happened--this would t e n d  t o  
c o r r o b o r a t e .  Otherwise ,  t h e s e  appear  t o  be m i l i t a r y  
o p e r a t i o n s  where a l o t  of VC g u e r r i l l a s  had been k i l l e d  
and some u n s p e c i f i e d  numbers o f  c i v i l i a n s .  
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Compared wi th  a l l  p redeces so r  commanders 
t h a t  I had seen i n  t h e  Quang Ngai and Chu Lai a r e a s ,  
I was d e l i g h t e d  s h o r t l y  a f t e r  t hey  came, and I con-
t i n u e d  t o  be very p l ea sed  wi th  them throughout  t h e  
t ime I was t h e r e ,  t o  t h e  e x t e n t  t h a t  I wro te  s e p a r a t e  
l e t t e r s  of commendation. on each which I s e n t  up th rough  
my channel  j u s t  b e f o r e  I l e f t  Quang Ngai. 

Q. Did General  YOUNG o r  General KOSTER e v e r  
come down t o  you and t a l k  t o  you about anyth ing  which 
may have happened i n  Son My V i l l a g e  o r  My Lai  hamlet  
on 16 March, o r  any t i m e  i n  t h a t  t i m e  pe r iod?  

A .  To t h e  b e s t  of -my knowledge and b e l i e f ,  
t o  t h e  b e s t  of my r e c o l l e c t i o n ,  no. 

Q Were you e v e r  aware t h a t  an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  
was under way? 

A. No, I w a s  n o t .  

Q- Were you aware t h a t  an ARVN i n v e s t i g a t i o n  
w a s  be ing  conduct.ed? 

A .  No, I w a s  n o t .  And 5 f  I d i d  know about  
i t ,  I " m  a f r a i d  I would doubt it and n o t  p u t  much 
c r e d i b i l i t y  i n  t h e  p rospec t s  o f  t u r n i n g  up anything.  
Those guys wouldn ' t  even f i g h t  o u t  t h e r e .  I c a n ' t  
imagine how t h e y  would g e t  o u t  t o  i n v e s t i g a t e .  ARVN 
I ' m  r e f e r r i n g  t o .  

(2. Did anybody from your CORDS o r g a n i z a t i o n
i n  I Corps e v e r  t a l k  t o  you about  t h i s ?  

A. Never. I f  I had known about t h i s ,  why 
it would have been a s u b j e c t  of immediate r e p o r t  t o  
my immediate s u p e r i o r ,  t h e  deputy f o r  CORDS i n  Da-
nang, it would, of cou r se ,  a l s o  been a s u b j e c t  f o r  . 
immediate c o n s u l t a t i o n  w i t h  General  YOUNG. 

Q. Did General  YOUNG e v e r  mention t o  you a t  
anytime that an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  w a s  underway? 
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A.  No, sir. Let  me  make one caveat h e r e  which 
app l i e s  no t  j u s t  t o  General YOUNG but  t o  anybody and 
everybody who may have known about t h i s ,  and as  of 
now, I d o n ' t  know anybody who knew about it, o t h e r  
t h a t  t h e  names of s e v e r a l  ind iv idua l s  on documents 
t h a t  you've shown t o  m e ,  who knew about it a t  t h e  
time. I can conceive of cases  i n  which somebody might 
t e l l  me t h a t  t h e  VC have a l l e g e d  t h a t  t h e r e  were a 
bunch of c i v i l i a n  c a s u a l t i e s  a t  X ,  Y ,  o r  Z hamlet 
deep i n  t h e  Batangan VC base a r e a  o r  down i n  some 
o t h e r  base a reas  around Duc Pho, and i f  they d i d n ' t  
have anymore f a c t s  than t h a t ,  why i t  would c e r t a i n l y  
no t  be repor ted  o r  i n v e s t i g a t e d  by me, nor would 
I des ignate  anybody e l s e  t o  i n v e s t i g a t e  it, because 
we heard s t o r i e s  l i k e  t h i s  a l l  t h e  time. I t ' s  j u s t  
l i k e  a l l e g a t i o n s  of Americans running over  people on 
Highway 1. You had t o  have a t ime. You had t o  have 
a p lace .  You had t o  have some i n d i c a t i o n  of what k ind  
of a veh ic le  it was and s o  on, o r  t h e r e  was simply 
nothing t o  i n v e s t i g a t e .  

Vague a l l e g a t i o n s ,  l a r g e ,  medium, and smal l ,  
were n o t  i n f r e q u e n t ,  and they d i d n ' t  a t t r a c t  any a t t e n t i o n  
un less  t h e r e  w a s  something p r e c i s e ,  s i g n i f i c a n t ,  something 
t h a t  you could consider  worth i n v e s t i g a t i n g  o r  worth 
asking somebody e l s e  t o  i n v e s t i g a t e .  And i n  my case ,  
my team was n o t  n e i t h e r  asked- t o ,  nor i n  a p o s i t i o n  
of phys ica l  c a p a b i l i t y  t o  i n v e s t i g a t e  anything out-
s i d e  t h e  f r i e n d l y  c o n t r o l l e d  a r e a .  We could ask o t h e r  
people t o  do t h i s ,  but  we had no independent m i l i t a r y  
c a p a b i l i t y  t o  e n t e r  insecure  a r e a s ,  

Q You d i d ,  however, h-ave i n t e l l i g e n c e  c o l l e c t i o n  
means, whereby you could gath.er information even from 
wi th in  t h o s e . a r e a s ,  d id  you not?  

A .  Yes. We both. d i r e c t l y  and i n d i r e c t l y .  had 
access  t o  many i n t e l l i g e n c e  networks. 

Q When d i d  you leave  a s  th.e province s e n i o r  
advisor?  

A. Somewhere between th.e 19th. and t h e  22nd 
of May. 
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A .  March 5 t h  t o  7 t h ,  I w a s  TDY i n  Saigon;  
13 th  t o  16 th  TDY i n  Danang and Saigon; 26th  i n  Da-. 
nang a t  a r e g i o n a l  meeting,  monthly r e g i o n a l  meeting;  
~ p r i l4th t o  8 t h ,  Danang and Saigon; A p r i l  1 2 t h  
Danang fox t h e  day;  14 th  t o  t h e  1 8 t h ,  Saigon; 2 6 t h ,  
27 th ,  a t  a r e g i o n a l  meeting i n  Danang. That  t a k e s  
us through A p r i l .  

Q- I t  i n t e r e s t s  m e ,  M r .  MAY, how a prov ince
s e n i o r  a d v i s o r  can a c t  i n  an adv i so ry  c a p a c i t y ,  e s s e n t i a l  
t o  t h e  prov ince  c h i e f ,  and y e t  have someone w i t h  whom 
you f e l t  you had v i r t u a l l y  no .communication. 

A .  I d i d n ' t  say  " v i r t u a l l y  no communication." 
I s a i d  t h e r e  w a s  minimal communication, h o p e f u l l y  
g e t t i n g  b e t t e r .  I was t r y i n g  t o  g e t  him removed, and 
I d i d n r t  succeed.  I suppose we can conclude from t h a t  
t h a t  my ev idence  wasn ' t  s u f f i c i e n t .  

Q. You use  p r e t t y  s t r o n g  language t o  d e s c r i b e  
him. 

A. Well,  I used a l o t  s t r o n g e r  language than  
t h a t  i n  my d i s c u s s i o n s  w i t h  my s u p e r i o r s .  

Q And do you r e a l l y  f e e l  t h a t  you had any
communication w i t h  t h i s  man du r ing  t h i s  t i m e ,  t h a t  
you w e r e  g e t t i n g  any in fo rma t ion ,  o r  g i v i n g  any in -
format ion t o  him, a t  t h e  same t ime t h a t  you were 
l e v e l i n g  very s e r i o u s  charges  a g a i n s t  him, t r y i n g  
t o  g e t  him'removed from o f f i c e ?  

A .  On t h e  important  matters, we had adequa te  
communication. Reference t o  the 5752 Revolut ionary 
Development Teams and t h e  200-odd RF and PF companies 
and p l a t o o n s ,  t h e  va r ious  a s s e t s  t h a t  he  commanded, 
t hey  d i d n ' t  a l l  g r i n d  t o  a h a l t  when t h e y  changed pro-, 
v ince  c h i e f s .  W e  had a d v i s o r s  a t  a l l  l e v e l s  who con-
t i n u e d  t o  do b u s i n e s s  w i t h  t h e i r  c o u n t e r p a r t s .  

.The r ea son  I s t a y e d  on i n  Quang Ngai--I 
was i n  my second t o u r .  I a r r i v e d  t h e r e  i n  June  of 1965. 
I was r e p e a t e d l y  r eques t ed  t o  ex tend  b y  t h e  deputy f o r  
CORDS and by Ambassador KOREN, and a f t e r  him Ambassador 
COLBY, and when I l e f t  t h e  coun t ry ,  it w a s  on ly  because 
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I r e fused  t o  ex tend  f o r  a f o u r t h  t ime.  So a p p a r e n t l y  
t hey  f e l t  t h a t  t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  was adequate .  

I 0  : W e ' l l  t a k e  a s h o r t  r e c e s s .  

(The h e a r i n g  r eces sed  a t  1548 h o u r s ,  12  January 
1970.) 

(The h e a r i n g  reconvened a t  1550 
h o u r s ,  1 2  January  1970  .) ' . 

I0 :. The hea r ing  w i l l  come t o  o r d e r .  

( A l l  pe rsons  p r e s e n t  when t h e  h e a r i n g  r eces sed  
a r e  aga in  p r e s e n t . )  

Q To which of t h e s e  i n d i v i d u a l s '  a t t e n t i o n  
d i d  you b r i n g  t h e  charges  you have sugges ted  w i t h  
r e s p e c t  t o  Colonel  KHIEN? 

A .  A l l  of them. Ambassador KOREN; M r .  CROSS, 
h i s  s u c c e s s o r ,  who--

10 :  ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Ambassador who? 

A .  KOREN, Henry L .  T .  KOREN. 

Q Yes, he was t h e  CORDS--

A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  DEPCORDS f o r  I Corps. . I--
M r .  CROSS, h i s  deputy who w a s  h i s  succes so r  a s  DEPCORDS; 
Ambassador COLBY; I 'm s u r e  I ' v e  d i scus sed  my views ' 

concerning him w i t h  General  KOSTER. And b e f o r e  he  w a s  
appoin ted  prov ince  c h i e f ,  I d i scussed  it w i t h  General  
TOAN, who had much t o  do wi th  t h e  appointment of  
p rov ince  c h i e f s ,  who was i n  t h e  p roces s  of s ack ing  
h i s  p redeces so r ,  I guess .  Colonel  K H I E N  was known 
as "PX" K H I E N  when he  was c h i e f  o f  s t a f f  of ARVN 2d 
Div i s ion ,  s o  I knew him p r e t t y  w e l l  by r e p u t a t i o n  b e f o r e  
h e  became p r o v i n c e ' c h i e f ,  and it w a s  n o t  a very impres-
s i v e  r e p u t a t i o n .  
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Looked a t  t h i s  l a s t  y e a r ,  p a c i f i c a t i o n  
has  gone w e l l  i n  Quang Ngai, and one can ,  i f  t hey  
wish ,  a t t r i b u t e  t h i s  t o  t h e  s t e r l i n g  q u a l i t i e s  of  
Colonel  K H I E N .  But based on h i s  p rev ious  a c t i v i t i e s  
and s o  on ,  commanding ARVN 2d Div i s ion ,  o r  c h i e f  o f  
s t a f f  of  i t ,  which d i d n ' t  o p e r a t e  i n  t h i s  a r e a ,  t h a t ' s  
TAOR, d i d n ' t  p rov ide  s e c u r i t y  t o  harden teams and 
s o  on ,  a l though c e r t a i n  b a t t a l i o n s  were t a s k e d  f o r  
t h a t .  He s p e n t  a g r e a t  d e a l  o f  h i s  t ime gambling 
f o r  very  l a r g e  s t a k e s  and conning people  o u t  of  t h i n g s  
a t  t h e  P X ,  which he then  s o l d  and s o  on.  This  was 
n o t  a very  impres s ive  guy. He d i d n ' t  look l i k e  a winner.  

Q Do you know t h e s e  t h i n g s  p e r s o n a l l y ,  o r  i s  
t h i s  hearsay?  

A. Most o f  i t  i s  hearsay  from American a d v i s o r s .  
Again, t h e y ' d  always wondered about  i t  u n t i l  one of  t h e  
o f f i c e r s  s p e n t  a couple  o f  n i g h t s  w i t h  him a s  h i s  g u e s t ,  
a Canadian d o c t o r  I mentioned. H e  d i s cove red  t h a t  t h e  
g u e s t  room h e  had been g iven  w a s  a normal gambling room. 
So t h e y  s a i d ,  you know, " I f  you d o n ' t  mind, we '11 j u s t  
c a r r y  on o u r  u s u a l  game t o n i g h t . "  And he saw s t a c k s  
o f  money l i k e  he ' s  never  seen b e f o r e .  And t h a t ' s  what 
t hey  w e r e  do ing  wh i l e  t h e  r e s t  o f  us w e r e  t r y i n g  t o  
keep t h a t  p l a c e  from be ing  overrun.  Quang Ngai doesn ' t  
come forward i n  t h i s  d i s c u s s i o n ,  b u t  i n  January ,  February,  
March, A p r i l  o f  1968, Quang Ngai p a c i f i c a t i o n  a r e a  had 
been shoved i n  l i k e  t h a t  ( g e s t u r i n g  an inward motion 
w i t h  h i s  hands) , and i t  h a d n ' t  moved back o u t  aga in  
y e t .  And t h a t ' s  p a r t  o f  what Task Force Barker  w a s  
do ing ,  t r y i n g  t o  r e l i e v e  some o f  t h e  p r e s s u r e ,  t r y i n g  
t o  run t h e  " C h a r l i e s "  back i n t o  t h e  base  a r e a  s o  t h a t  
RD teams and s o  on,  cou ld  o p e r a t e .  I have some choice  
quo te s  from Colonel  K H I E N  which might be r e l e v a n t  t o  
t h i s .  I d o n ' t  know. I no ted  them i n  my notebook. I 
s t i l l  have them. He i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  h e  t hough t  a l l  VC, 
V C I ,  VC s u s p e c t s ,  shou ld  be k i l l e d .  I t  was t h e  on ly  
t h i n g  t o  do w i t h  them. I f  t h e  VC a t t a c k  Quang Ngai aga in  
and over run  i t ,  t h e  on ly  t h i n g  t o  do i s  g e t  o u t  t h e r e  and 
s h o o t  a l l  p r i s o n e r s ,  a l l  t h e  s u s p e c t s  i n  t h e  c l i n k  and 
SO on. 
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MR MACCRATE: Can you be  a l i t t l e  more s p e c i f i c  about  
t h e s e  quotes  from Colonel  K H I E N ?  

A .  I t h i n k  t h a t  l a s t  s t a t e m e n t  i s  a  very  s p e c i f i c  
s t a t e m e n t .  What more would you l i k e ?  

Q When d i d  h e  say  t h i s  t o  you? 

A .  I f  you c o n s i d e r  t h i s  l i n e  of  i n q u i r y  r e l e v a n t ,  1'11 
be  g l a d  t o  go a long  w i t h  it. I don 't want . t o  impose my w i l l  
on you. 

10: W e l l ,  I t h ink - it does have q u i t e  a b i t  t o  do 
w i t h  t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  between y o u r s e l f  and Colonel  K H I E N ,  
which i s  paramount t o  what we ' re  doing.  

A .  I may have a l i t t l e  t r o u b l e  f i n d i n g  t h i s .  I have 
s e v e r a l  n o t a t i o n s  concerning him, and I ' m  n o t  s u r e  which 
one it i s .  I t h i n k  probably i f  you were t o  r e q u e s t ,  CORDS 
Danang would have a copy of a formal  document i n  which 
I proposed t h i s  gen t leman ' s  removal,  . s i g n e d  i n  chap te r  
and v e r s e .  I t  might be  more--

Q - ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  What d a t e  would t h a t  document 
you mentioned--

A.  ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  I have no r e c o l l e c t i o n  because I 
t a l k e d  about  i t ,  g e t t i n g  r i d  of him, o f f  and on f o r  q u i t e  a 
c o n s i d e r a b l e  p e r i o d  of t i m e .  A s  I i n d i c a t e d  e a r l i e r ,  a f t e r  
T e t ,  Colonel  G U I N N  and I d i scussed  t h e  prov ince  c h i e f ,  and 
we d i s c u s s e d  it wi th  t h e  deputy of CORDS i n  Danang and 
we decided t h a t  he appeared t o  have g o t t e n  enough of  a 
g r i p  on h imse l f  t h a t  we should  suspend judgement f o r  awhi le ,  
and s o  w e  d i d .  Then i n  some ways he  g o t  a l o t  b e t t e r ,  and 
i n  o t h e r  ways h e  l e f t  a l o t  t o  be d e s i r e d .  I t h i n k  t h e  de-
c i s i o n  made t o  keep Colonel  K H I E N  was on a r e l a t i v e  b a s i s .  
He d i d n ' t  look bad enough t o  g e t  r i d  of  compared wi th  a l o t  
of o t h e r  p rov ince  c h i e f s .  

MR MACCRATE: Well ,  w a s  the removal r e q u e s t  be fo re  o r  a f t e r  
T e t ?  

A. I ' m  s u r e  it w a s  a f t e r  T e t .  We had d i s c u s s e d . a  
l o t  of  h i s  shortcomings b e f o r e  t h a t ,  but--
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Q ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  And you l e f t  i n  November of  1968, 
s o  it w a s  sometime between February of 1968 and November of 
1968. H e  w a s  p r e t t y  much a newcomer t o  t h e  job. 

A .  1967. And I l e f t  i n  1968, i n  l a t e  May. Here I 
have a n o t e  da t ed  t h e  30th of  March, comments of  L ieu t enan t  
Colonel  K H I E N .  Th is  i s  paraphrased ,  of  c o u r s e ,  b u t  t h e  sub-
s t a n c e  i s  a c c u r a t e .  "We must k i l l  them a l l :  p r i s o n e r s ,  VC,  
and VC s u s p e c t s .  E i t h e r  k i l l  them o r  t h e y ' l l  k i l l  us .  W e ' l l  
k i l l  w i t h  a r t i l l e r y  i f  t h e  VC a t t a c k ,  o r  w i th  machine guns." 
Reference r e fugee  compensation f o r  t h o s e  whose houses o r  
camps w e r e  burned by t h e  VC: "We do n o t  pay.  The camp 
wasn' t f i n i s h e d  y e t .  " Actua l ly  t h e  people  hadn 't moved i n  
y e t ,  and t h e  VC burned down t h e  camp, s o  t hey  d i d n ' t  pay 
t h e  c o n t r a c t o r  because he h a d n ' t  f i n i s h e d  t h e  camp. 

" Imposs ib le  t o  t each  t h e s e  VC p r i s o n e r s .  Hope-
less a f t e r  20 y e a r s  under VC c o n t r o l .  We have no t e a c h e r s .  
The c h i e f  of  t h e  p r i s o n  i s  a l a s t  assignment.  Quang Ngai 
i s  t h e  wors t  p l a c e .  T h a t ' s  where t hey  send  t h e  wors t  ones . "  

H e  w a s  i n  a ra ther--he  s t i l l  r e a l l y  h a d n ' t  recov-
e r e d  from t h i s  a t t a c k  i n  T e t ,  and I made t h e s e  n o t e s  simply 
because t o  m e  t hey  r evea l ed  t h a t  he  w a s  s t i l l  i n  a very 
emotional  and d e f e a t i s t  frame of  mind, and I ques t ioned  
whether  anybody i n  t h i s  frame of mind could  l e a d  a province  
and i t s  f o r c e s  on t o  v i c t o r y .  

Q W e l l ,  M r .  MAY, looking  back on T e t ,  do you re-
c a l l  t h e . f a c t  t h a t  t h e  VC g o t  i n t o  t h e  j a i l  a t  Quang N:gai 
and r e l e a s e d  a l a r g e  number of p r i s o n e r s ?  

A. Tha t  w a s  e i t h e r  t h e  second o r  t h e  t h i r d  t i m e  
w i t h i n  6 months, Genera l ,  s o  t h a t  it simply r e v e a l e d  
t h a t  t h e  Vietnamese t h a t  we were t r y i n g  t o  adv i se  h a d n ' t  
been a b l e  t o  p u l l  themselves  t o g e t h e r  and t a k e  t h e  nec-
e s s a r y  s t e p s  t o  defend obvious o b j e c t i v e s .  W e  were most 
concerned 
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and t h i s  i s  a s u b j e c t  t h a t  w e  j u s t  d i s cus sed  w i t h  Colonel  
K H I E N  over  and over  and over  a g a i n ,  because everyt ime t h e  
VC zapped t h e  j a i l ,  why t h e y ' d  g e t  enough t o  f i l l  up an-
o t h e r  VC b a t t a l i o n  wi th  able-bodied men. So, a l l  du r ing  t h i s  
p e r i o d  w e '  r e  t a l k i n g  about ,  one of  t h e  many t h i n g s  t h a t  w e  
were d i s c u s s i n g  w i t h  Colonel  K H I E N  and t r y i n g  t o  g e t  him t o  
a c t  on was t o  move t h e  p r i s o n  o u t  t o  Lu Sonh I s l a n d  be-
cause t h a t  appeared t o  b e ,  r e a l i s t i c a l l y ,  a p l a c e  where t h e y  
w e r e  n o t  s o  v u l n e r a b l e  t o  a t t a c k .  

He wanted t o  r e b u i l d  t h e  p r i s o n .  The r ea son  w a s  
obvious.  You know it would t a k e  1 0  m i l l i o n  p i a s t e r s  o r  
20 m i l l i o n  p i a s t e r s  and a t  l e a s t  h a l f  of it would s t i c k  
i n  t h e  pockets  of t h e  r i g h t  guys t h e r e .  And from o u r  p o i n t  
of view, we d i d n ' t  mind t h a t  s o  much, b u t  w e  had an i m r n e -
d i a t e  problem. The VC had a l r e a d y  zapped t h e  p l a c e  t w i c e ,  
and when a r e  you going t o  l e a r n  t h a t  e i t h e r  you have t o  do 
a l o t  more t o  defend it o r ,  i f  you c a n ' t  defend it, why n o t  
simply move it someplace where i t ' s  n o t  a s  b i g  a problem. 

So we a r ranged  w i t h  gene ra l  KOSTER and General  
YOUNG t o  g ive  us t h e  necessary  suppor t  s o  we could se t  up 
a s tockade  down on Lu Sonh, quick and d i r t y .  They w e r e n ' t  
hav ing  any p a r t  of it, a b s o l u t e l y  no th ing  doing.  I t a l k e d  
t o  General LAM about it up a t  r eg ion  on an occas ion  of one w 

of t h e s e  r e g i o n a l  meet ings  wh i l e  I w a s  gone from t h e  p rov ince ,  
I was up a t t e n d i n g  bus ines s  and t h a t  w a s  one o f  a number of  
t h i n g s  which General  LAM s a i d  he  approved. But word appar-
e n t l y  never  g o t  back t o  Colonel  K H I E N .  The p r i s o n  d i d  n o t  
g e t  moved, and I t h i n k  it g o t  knocked o f f  one more t i m e  
b e f o r e  I l e f t .  

MR MACCRATE: What were your r e l a t i o n s  w i th  General  TOAN? 

A. P l e a s a n t ,  very  i n f r e q u e n t ,  and n o t  meaningful .  

Q Did you e v e r  v i s i t  t h e  
t h e  d i s t r i c t s  w i t h i n  t h e  p rov ince? .  

d i s t r i c t  headqua r t e r s  f o r  

A .  Many t imes .  I n  f a c t  some of t h e  a d v i s o r s  t e l l  me  
t h a t  I v i s i t e d  them more o f t e n  than  my deputy f o r  s e c u r i t y ,  
o r  my deputy f o r  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  development. 

Q What was your e v a l u a t i o n  of  t h e  Son Tinh D i s t r i c t  
adv i so r?  
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MR MACCRATE : What t r a n s l a t i n g  s e r v i c e  f a c i l i t y  would t h e r e  
be a v a i l a b l e  a t  Son Tinh? The d i s t r i c t ?  

A. Most of t h e  time t h e r e ' s  be a half-assed ARVN 
t r a n s l a t e r / i n t e r p r e t e r ,  i f  you could d ign i fy  it by t h e  name, 
b u t  yov, know how t h e  system works, General. The good ones 
g e t  picked o f f  t h e  top  and then d i v i s i o n  g e t s  t h e i r  c u t  and 
what 's  l e f t  goes t o  our s e c t o r  team, and t h e  guys out  i n  
t h e  d i s t r i c t  d o n ' t  do too  we l l .  I n  f a c t ,  we had a couple 
t h a t  were b e t t e r  than they ought t o  be ,  I guess ,  and t h e  s e n i o r  
d i s t r i c t  advisor  and h i s  s t a f f  took them away from us.  So, 
t h e  answer is t h e  t r a n s l a t i o n  f a c i l i t y  i s  poor. 

I0: The s e n i o r  d i s t r i c t  advisor  took him away? 

A. Senior  a d v i s o r - t o  ARVN 2d Divis ion ,  he o r  h i s  s t a f f ,  
s h a l l  we say. I wouldnbt accuse him personal ly  of doing it, 
but .  

MR MACCRATE: Who was t h e  s e n i o r  advisor  t o  t h e  ARVN Divi-
s i o n  during your tenure?  

A. There were four  during my t enure  i n  Quang Ngai. 
There were f i v e ,  I guess. 

Q Can you t r a c e  t h e  ones during t h i s  per iod? 

A .  They changed a t  j u s t  about t h i s  t ime.  Colonel 
Dean HUTTER was a new a r r i v a l .  I th ink  he probably a r r i v e d  
j u s t  a f t e r  t h i s  d a t e ,  but  I d o n ' t  have t h e  p r e c i s e  f i x  on 
h i s  a r r i v a l  t ime,  and I'm almost s u r e  it was a f t e r  t h i s  d a t e .  
He w a s  t h e r e  f o r  a very b r i e f  per iod  before  I l e f t .  And 
preceding him w a s ,  t h e  name escapes me. Anyway, it was 
between Colonel B i l l  OXE and Colonel Dean HUTTER, t h e r e  
w a s  --
Q ( In terpos ing)  What kind .of communication d i d  
you have back and f o r t h  wi th  t h e  advisors  a t  d i v i s i o n ?  

A .  I t h i n k ,  as  ind ica ted  e a r l i e r ,  i n f r e q u e n t ,  p r e t t y  
formal,  and the---he never r e a l l y  l i k e d  me, because he t r i e d  
t o  ge t  h i s  man named a s  province c h i e f .  
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Q I ' m  t a l k i n g  about on t h e  American s i d e ,  now. 

A. Tha t ' s  what I ' m  t a l k i n g  about.  I mean as--he 
t r i e d  t o  g e t  h i s  candida te  named a s  province s e n i o r  ad-
v i s o r ,  and he d i d  no t  succeed. I was named province s e n i o r  
advisor .  P r i o r  t o  t h a t  time when t h a t  dec is ion  was t aken ,  
he was l abor ing  under t h e  i l l u s i o n  t h a t  t h e  CORDS team 
w a s  going t o  become a subordinate  u n i t  of t h e  2d Divis ion 
advisory team, s o  t h i s  came as  an unpleasant s u r p r i s e  t o  
him. H e  was q u i t e  d isappoin ted  a t  t h a t .  He thought t h a t ' s  
where it ought t o  be because s i n c e  t h e  2d ARVN Divis ion com-
mander was t h e  boss of t h e  province c h i e f ,  why h i s  adv i so r  
should be t h e  boss  of t h e  CORDS p rov inc ia l  team. H e  was--

10: ( In terpos ing)  Well, he was boss of them only 
i n  t h e  sense t h a t  i f  they  ran i n t o  d i f f i c u l t y ,  he could 
t e l l  him what t o  do, from a s e c u r i t y  p o i n t  of  view, with 
t h e  RE' and t h e  PF. 

A. T h a t ' s  what t h e  book says ,  General ,  bu t  t h e  r e a l i t y  
was t h a t  n e i t h e r  Colonel KHIEN nor h i s  predeces,"or even 
t a l k e d  without  hunt ing down t h e  2d ~ i v i s i o nand f ind ing  o u t  
whether General LAM and l a t e r  Colonel TOAN, now General 
Toan, agreed o r  no t .  T h a t ' s  t h e  r e a l i t y  as opposed t o  t h e  
theory ,  and they  went down everyday f o r  an extended s e s s i o n ,  
unless  he wasn't i n  t h e  province,  t o  c l e a r  t h e  day ' s  agenda 
and g e t  t h e  approval and g e t  t h e i r  i n s t r u c t i o n s .  

MR MACCRATE: Well, was t h e  coolness  between your o f f i c e ,  
M r .  MAY, and t h e  adv i so r  t o  t h e  d i v i s i o n  p e c u l i a r  t o  one 
of t h e  i n d i v i d u a l s  who he ld  t h a t  p o s i t i o n ,  o r  d i d  it 
cont inue through your e n t i r e  tenure?  

A .  I had very good r e l a t i o n s  wi th  Colonel JONES, 
who w a s  t h e  f i r s t  s e n i o r  adv i so r ,  now General JONES. 
Colonel OXE, I t h i n k  he had a p r e t t y  good working re-
l a t i o n s h i p .  Mind you, t h e  r o l e  changed. I was t h e r e  f i r s t  
a s  an A I D  adv i so r  f o r  a yea r ,  and then  as  an OCO advisor  
f o r  a yea r ,  which w a s  commanding a l l  of t h e  c i v i l i a n  e l e -
ments which had been i n t e g r a t e d ,  and only t h e  t h i r d  year  
d i d  I command t h e  MACV s e c t o r  advisory elements a s  w e l l .  
So t h e  s i t u a t i o n  was d i f f e r e n t  i n  each case .  But I would 
say t h a t  was t h e  only advisor  we had any s e r i o u s  problems 
wi th .  
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Q 9 You s topped naming them b e f o r e  you came t o  t h e  one 
wi th  whom you had d i f f i c u l t y .  

A. I c a n ' t  t h i n k  of h i s  name. Maybe i t ' s  a Freudian 
s l i p  i n  r e v e r s e ,  I d o n ' t  know. I ' l l  t h i n k  of it ~ e f o r eI 
go. I d o n ' t  l i k e  t o  g e t  i n t o  p e r s o n a l i t i e s ,  b u t  t o  assist  
your i n q u i r y ,  I don'  t mind. T h e r e ' s  no th ing  t h a t  I 
h a v e n ' t  s a i d  t o  my s u p e r i o r s  b e f o r e ,  and I t h i n k  t h a t  
t h a t ' s  one of t h e  t h i n g s  t h a t  happened many p l a c e s  i n  Viet -
nam when agenc ies  knocked heads  a s  t o  who was going t o  be  
i n  charge and who was going t o  be deputy on t h e  t e a m .  So 
they s p l i t  it down t h e  middle and made it h.alf and h a l f ,  b u t  
it w a s n ' t  a l l  j u s t  f l i p p i n g  co ins  and amicable agreement. 
I guess t h a t  t h e r e  were some p r e t t y  ha rd  d i s c u s s i o n s  be fo re  
d e c i s i o n s  were made. 

I0 : What i s  your impress ion of how t h e  GVN, t h a t  
i s  t h e  prov ince  h e a d q u a r t e r s ,  and a l s o  ARVN, viewed Son 
My V i l l a g e  and t h e  a r e a  o u t  t h e r e  which people  r e f e r  t o  
a s  P i n k v i l l e  and v a r i o u s  o t h e r  t h i n g s ?  

A. T h e i r  a t t i t u d e  toward i t ?  

Q Y e s .  

A .  I b e l i e v e  they  cons ide red  them a l l  t o  be  VC 
from way back ,  t h e  area t o  be  s o - h e a v i l y  f o r t i f i e d  w i t h  people ,  
so  s o l i d l y  w i t h  t h e  VC,  t h a t  from a s t r a i g h t  combat p o i n t  of  . 
view, t hey  won ' t  go o u t  t h e r e .  And I c a n ' t  prove i t ,  b u t  
American adv i so r s  who were t h e r e  have t o l d  me t h a t  t ime  
a f t e r  t i m e ,  when t h e r e ' s  been a j o i n t  o p e r a t i o n ,  and ARVN's  i n  
on i t ,  RF/PF ARVN , w i l l  l e a v e  a 1000-meter gap from 
8:00 p.m. u n t i l  8:00 a.m. t h e  nex t  morning. Then you spend 
t h e  n e x t  8 days ,  t h e  R O K ' s ,  t h e  Army, and s o  on ,  ARVN, 
c l o s i n g  t h e  t h i n g  and t h e r e ' s  no th ing  t h e r e .  Well ,  where 
d i d  t h e y  go? W e l l ,  you know where t h e y  went.  They went o u t  
th rough  t h e  gap t h a t  was open a l l  n i g h t ,  and you can impute 
a l l  s o r t s  of  r ea sons  t o  it. I choose t o  impute--not t h a t  
ARVN management i s  w i t h  t h e  o t h e r  s i d e .  I t h i n k  t h e y ' r e  
wi th  u s ,  b u t  I t h i n k  they  d i d n ' t  want t o - - e i t h e r  s l o v e n l i n e s s  
o r  t hey  simply d i d n ' t  want t o  g e t  run i n t o  some r e a l  tough 
combat. They f i g u r e d  i f  t hey  l e f t  a h o l e ,  why t h e  o t h e r  
guys would l e a v e .  So, under no c i rcumstances  d i d  t h e y  e v e r  
want t o  g e t  caught  i n  a s t r a i g h t  head-on knock down and 
d rag  o u t  b a t t l e  i n  t h a t  a r e a .  
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The o t h e r  expe r i ence  we have i s  when t h e y  
d i d  conduct  o p e r a t i o n s ,  ARVN by i t s e l f ,  o r  RF/PF, 
and I ' m  s u r e  t h a t  d i v i s i o n  r eco rds  o r  d i v i s i o n  re-
c o l l e c t i o n s  would suppor t  t h i s .  When t h e y ' d  come 
under heavy f i r e  o r  even cons ide rab ly  l e s s  t h a n  heavy 
f i r e ,  t h a t  was it. They wouldn ' t  go any f u r t h e r .  
The o b j e c t i v e  i s  t h e r e  and y o u ' r e  h e r e ,  and t h a t ' s  
t h a t .  I t ' s  t i m e  f o r  lunch.  We've go t  t o  move back 
f o r  t h e  day. I t ' s  g e t t i n g  l a t e .  Whatever t h e  r e a s o n s ,  
why t h e y  s imply r a r e l y  c l o s e d  w i t h  t h e  enemy, and 
I 've long s i n c e  s a t i s f i e d  myself t h a t  t hey  w e r e n ' t  
going t o  c l o s e  w i t h  t h e  enemy t h e r e ,  and I g a t h e r  
t h a t  t h e  American commanders and a d v i s o r s  w e r e  o f  
t h e  same o p i n i o n ,  which i s  why t h e  U . S .  went i n  t h e r e .  
And it took us--this  was no th ing  new. I t  went on 
a long t i m e ,  b u t  it w a s  very hard  t o  do a l l  t h e  man-
euve r ing  neces sa ry  t o ,  you know--if ARVN c a n ' t  do 
t h e  o u t e r  p a r t  and t h e y  c a n ' t  do t h e  i n n e r  p a r t  e i t h e r - -
you know, w e  c a n ' t  do eve ry th ing .  So t h i n g s  were 
r e a l l y  p r e t t y  d e s p e r a t e  b e f o r e  anybody f i n a l l y  f l apped  
i n t o  t h a t  one and s a i d ,  "Well,  o k a y ,  w e ' l l  ask them 
f o r  some more of t h e i r  TAOR." 

Q Were you f a m i l i a r  w i t h  t h e  procedures
which were fol lowed f o r  t h e  p r e p a r i n g  o f  a r t i l l e r y  
f i r e ?  

A. I n  a g e n ~ r a lsense .  I have been t o l d  t h e  
r u l e s  of engagement. I have never  s een  them i n  w r i t i n g ,  
b u t  I d i s c u s s e d  them a r:untbe~.-of t imes  wit.h my d i s t r i c t  
a d v i s o r s .  

Q Were the-re  z n y  s t r o n g  r e s t r i c t i o n s  about  
p u t t i n g  a r t i l l e r y  s t r i k e s ,  a i r  s t r i k e s ,  o r  any o t h e r  
kind of  s t r i k e s  i n t o  t h i s  a r e a ?  

A. The g e n e r a l  rule--which I checked o u t  
w i t h  r e f e r e n c e  t o  Binh Son D i s t r i c t  i n  p a r t i c u l a r ,  
and I view t h i s  a s  an ex t ens ion  of t h e  a r e a  of  t h e  
Binh Son Dis t r i c t ,  w a s  t h a t  t h e  whole t h i n g  was a 
f r e e - f i r e  zone e x c e p t  around hamlets  and v i l l a g e s  
where you had t o  g e t  permiss ion  from, n o t  from t h e  
prov ince  c h i e f ,  b u t  a c t u a l l y  t h e  d i s t r i c t  c h i e f ,  i n  
o r d e r  t o  f i r e  w i t h i n  150 ya rds  of t h e  hamlet  boundar ies .  
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why f o r  our  i n t e r e s t ,  purpose,  why i t  was a  p r e t t y  
poor show. The R O K ' s  would s i t  up on t o p  of t h e i r  
mountains and f i r e  a r t i l l e r y  and o c c a s i o n a l l y  o p t r a t e ,  
b u t  n o t  very o f t e n ,  because, t hey  d i d n ' t  want t o  t a k e  
c a s u a l t i e s .  ~ n dARVN r a r e l y  engaged i n  a s o r t  of a 
token o p e r a t i o n ,  and whichever one was o p e r a t i n g ,  
why t h e  VC would run ac ros s  i n t o  t h e  o t h e r  o n e ' s  AO. 
But when they  l e f t ,  t h e  r e p o r t  i s ,  from many, many 
people  o u t  t h e r e ,  t h a t  the '  Americans, i f  they  d i d n ' t  
p ick  up a11 t h e i r  mines and booby t r a p s ,  why t h e  VC 
would p i ck  them up and r e l a y  them a l l  o v e r  t h i s  
damned p l a c e  ( i n d i c a t i n g )  . 
Q *  A s  you might w e l l  imagine,  M r .  MAY, w e  
a r e  going t o  cont inue  our  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  u n t i l  we 
can p u t  a11 t h e  f a c t s  and c i rcumstances  t o g e t h e r .  
I f  you have any a d d i t i o n a l  documents, memoranda, 
photos ,  maps, o r  any o t h e r  k ind  of  m a t e r i a l  t h a t  
might be  of a s s i s t a n c e  t o  t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  we 'd  
a p p r e c i a t e  having them. 

S i m i l a r l y ,  i f  t h e  i n fo rma t ion  which w e  
have p x w i d e d  you today throughout  t h e  cou r se  of  
t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  w o u l d  f i t  t o g e t h e r  w i t h  some 
a d d i t i o n a l  p i e c e  of i n fo rma t ion  which you may have ,  
which you would be  a b l e  t o  g e t  a  b e t t e r  r e c o l l e c t i o n  
a t  a l a t e r  $.ate, we'd be very  a p p r e c i a t i v e  of you 
g e t t i n g  i n  touch  w i t h  us s o  t h a t  w e  might  have t h e  
b e n e f i t  of such in format ion .  

Before  we r e c e s s  t h i s  h e a r i n g  do you have 
any q u e s t i o n s  t o  ask o r  do you have a s t a t e m e n t  which 
you 'd  l i k e  t o  make. 

A .  Well ,  I would l i k e  t o  say  I ' v e  done a  g r e a t  
d e a l  of t h i n k i n g  about t h i s ,  because I f o u n d ' i t  i n c r e d i b l e  
t h a t  it could  happen wi thou t  my knowledge o r  a p p a r e n t l y  
of any of t h e  r e s p o n s i b l e  members of my team. I r e a d  
t h e  accounts  i n  t h e  p r e s s  very  c a r e f u l l y  and a r r i v e d  a t  
the conc lus ion  p r e t t y  e a r l y  i n  t h e  game t h a t  t h i s  was 
VC propaganda, t h a t  t h e  f i g u r e s ,  a l l  t h e  t h i n g s .  added 
up t o  VC propaganda. 
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They would pick up s t o r i e s  now and then  about o p e r a t i o n s  
o r  complaints  by t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  p a t i e n t  who would come 
i n  t h e r e .  

Q. I f  t h e  prov ince  c h i e f  wanted t o  f i n d  o u t  
what American u n i t s  were involved  i n  a p a r t i c u l a r  
o p e r a t i o n ,  t o  whom would he t u r n  f o r  t h a t  in format ion?  

A. Probably he  would ca l l  up a s e c t o r ,  h i s  
own s e c t o r s ,  and g e t  it d i r e c t  from h i s  S2 t h e r e .  I 
wouldn ' t  t h i n k  he would---see, because t h i s  i s  known, 
r o u t i n e  i r f o r m a t i o n .  H e  might ,  i n  f a c t ,  u s u a l l y  
he  would--

Q ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  It would be  t o  our  under-
s t a n d i n g  t h a t  sometimes o p e r a t i o n s  were n o t  immediately 
d i s c l o s e d  t o  t h e  ARVN u n i t s  o r  t o  t h e  d i s t r i c t  o r  
p rov ince  c h i e f s  f o r  s e c u r i t y  purposes .  

A. Y e s ,  t h a t  ' s c o r r e c t .  

Q And t h e r e f o r e  a f t e r  an o p e r a t i o n  had 
occur red  t h e  prov ince  c h i e f  might be  looking  f o r  
some informat ion  about t h e  o p e r a t i o n .  And s i n c e  
it had n o t  been d i s c l o s e d  t o  him, would h e  t u r n  t o  
Vietnamese channe ls ,  o r  would it be more normal f o r  
him t o  t u r n  t o  h i s  a d v i s o r s ?  

A. Well, it could go e i t h e r  way. He c e r t a i n l y  
never  asked me any q u e s t i o n s  l i k e  t h a t .  He may have 
asked Colonel  GUINN o c c a s i o n a l l y .  But you know, I 
t h i n k  what s involved  h e r e  i s  c e r t a i n l y  t h e  a f  t e r  
a c t i o n  r e p o r t s  always go down t h e  Vietnamese channe l .  
W e  exchange in fo rma t ion ,  our  S 2 ' s  and S l ' s  and s o  on. 
They l i v e  and work w i t h  Vietnamese c o u n t e r p a r t s ,  and 
t h e y  c a n ' t  o p e r a t e  w i thou t  exchanging in format ion .  
So I t h i n k  it would probably h i t  him on t h a t  channel  
f a s t e r  t han  anyth ing  e l s e ,  p l u s  t h e  tendency f o r  a 
commander on a lmost  any level- - I  t h i n k  i f  he  wants 
some informat ion  t h e  f i r s t  guy t c  ask i s  t h e  n e a r e s t  
. a i d e ,  a s e r g e a n t  o r  major o r  a l i e u t e n a n t .  "What 
happened i n  so-and-so? What u n i t s  a r e  involved t h e r e ?  
You d o n ' t  know? W e l l ,  c a l l  up so-and-so and g e t  t h a t  
i n fo rma t ion  f o r  me. " 
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Q The S2 on Colonel  G U I N N ' s  s t a f f  w a s  Captain
LANE, i s  t h a t  c o r r e c t ?  

A .  Y e s .  I t h i n k  1.gave i t  t o  you on t h e  
o t h e r  l i s t .  A L ieu t enan t  FROSCH, I ' m  s u r e  FROSCH, w a s  
h i s  deputy a t  t h a t  t i m e .  

I0 : I d o n ' t  remember t h a t  name. 

MR MACCRATE: T h a t ' s  a name w e  h a v e n ' t  had b e f o r e .  

A. Maybe he  l e f t  b e f o r e  t h e n ,  b u t  i n  S2 w e  
normally had two o f f i c e r s .  

I0 : Did you have a PIOCC a t  t h a t  t ime?  

A. No, w e  had a ,  w e l l  n o t  by t h a t  name, b u t  
w e  had one,  and t h e  person  t o t a l l y - -

Q * - ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  You had a P I C ,  I 'm.s u r e .  

A. Yes, w e l l ,  I t h i n k  t h a t  most o f  t h e  p i l o t  
p r o j e c t  f o r  t h e  P I O C C  was ope ra t ed  t h e r e  i n  Quang Ngai 
and Br i an  MILLS may have done something about  s e t t i n g  
it up. But b a s i c a i l y  it r e a l l y - came t o  l i g h t  under 
h i s  s u c c e s s o r  who--

Q - ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Was t h a t  a chap by t h e  name 
o f  RAMSDALE? 

A. Bob RAMSDELL, r i g h t .  H e ' s  T I A ,  a s  i s  
KEATING.  So RAMSDELL would-be . thoroughly knowledge-
a b l e  about  t h a t .  I n  f a c t ,  he was ex t remely  a c t i v e  
because r i g h t  a f t e r  T e t  w e  went i n t o  h igh  gea r .  A s  
soon as RAMSDELL g o t  t h e r e ,  w i t h i n  a week w e  went 
o u t  and g o t  t h e  Vietnamese t o  a r r e s t  l i k e  90 o r  100 
s u s p e c t s  and f i l l e d  t h e  PIC and s t a r t e d  b u i l d i n g  a 
new wing on it. And t h e y ' v e  been going l i k e  ho t -
cakes  e v e r  s i n c e .  H i s  p r edeces so r  w a s  always w a i t i n g  
u n t i l  e v e r y t h i n g  f e l l  i n t o  p l a c e .  So P I C  p o l i c e ,  
s p e c i a l  branch in fo rma t ion ,  would come through RAMSDELL'S 
o f f i c e .  
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A. I b e l i e v e  t h i s  i s  a l e t t e r  you showed me b e f o r e ,  
is it n o t ?  

Q Yes , ' i t  is .  

A .  What i s  your  q u e s t i o n  about i t ?  

Q You w i l l  no t e  on it t h a t  cop ie s  went t o  t h e  2d ARVN 
Div i s ion  Headquar te rs ,  t o  MACV Quang Ngai s e c t o r ,  and t h e  U S  
a d v i s o r ,  Son Tinh s u b s e c t o r .  

A .  I w i l l  s imply r e i n f o r c e  t h e  o b s e r v a t i o n  t h a t  I made 
ear l ie r ,  M r  MACCRATE, and t h a t  i s  t h a t  t h e  d i s t r i b u t i o n  shown 
on t h e  f i l e  copy of a document does n o t  n e c e s s a r i l y  demonstra te  
t h e  d i s t r i b u t i o n  t h a t  was c a r r i e d  o u t .  I t  i m p l i e s  an i n t e n t  
on t h e  p a r t  of t h e  w r i t e x  t h a t  t h e r e  should  be such a d i s t r i -
b u t i o n .  

Q The r e c i p i e n t  of t h e  l e t t e r  has a l s o  g iven  t e s t i -
mony, and he  has  t o l d  us t h a t - h e  spoke w i t h  you about  t h i s  
l e t t e r .  

A .  A s  I have s t a t e d  t o  you p r e v i o u s l y ,  t h e  prov ince  
c h i e f  i s  suspec t ed  of u n t r u t h s .  With t h e  p o s s i b l e  excep t ion  
t h a t  h e  appoin ted  h i s  committee o r  perhaps had a committee i n - . 
v e s t i g a t i n g  t h i s  m a t t e r ,  he may have d i scussed  it wi th  me ver -
b a l l y ,  wi thout  any documentation.  I n  t h e  terms of "The VC 
s a y ,  t h a t  s o  and s o  and s o  and s o  happened a t  such and such 
a p l a c e . "  I countermanded wi th  " T h a t ' s  r i d i c u l o u s , "  o r  some-
t h i n s  l i k e  t h i s .  On t h o s e  terms I would n o t  deny t h e  poss i -
b i l i t y ,  because w e  have had some d i s c u s s i o n s  of  t h a t  t y p e  . . 
p e r t a i n i n g  t o  a l o t  of s t u f f .  But p e r t a i n i n g  t o  any th ing  
t h a t  was p a r t i c u l a r l y  i d e n t i f i e d  a t  t h i s  p l a c e  o r '  a t  t h i s  t i m e -
o r  of t h i s  o r d e r  of magnitude o r  ty.pe o f  i n c i d e n t  i n  which 
American t r o o p s  massively  k i l l e d  c i v i l i a n s ,  h e  c e r t a i n l y  neve r  
d i d  r a i s e  such a q u e s t i o n  t o  me a t  anyt ime,  anyplace .  I f  h e  
s a y s  he d i d ,  h i s  memory i s  d e f e c t i v e ,  t o  say  t h e  least .  

Q Did Colonel  G U I N N  i n  anyway r e p o r t  t o  you, a s  h e  
s a i d  t o  Major EARLE h e  w a s  going t o ,  t h a t  he  had such a l e t t e r  
and was proceeding t o  g e t  i n fo rma t ion  about  i t ?  

A .  I c e r t a i n l y  d o n ' t  r e c a l l  t h a t  and I have r e f l e c t e d  
a g r e a t  d e a l  on t h i s .  Once I knew' the  e x i s t e n c e  of  one o r  two 

' of  t h e s e  documents, I have had t h e  same q u e s t i o n  myself ,  
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A. The name Son My never came t o  my a t t e n t i o n ,  unless  
I was looking through a HES r e p o r t ,  u n t i l  t h e  p r e s s  began t o  
take up the  s u b j e c t  l a s t  f a l l .  Maybe t h e  province ch ie f  s a i d  
something offhand ve rba l ly  t o  me about an a l l e g a t i o n  o r  may-
be Colonel G U I N N  d i d .  The reason I am hedging, being vague, 
i s  because I have no s p e c i f i c  r e c o l l e c t i o n  t h a t  they  d i d  a t  
t h a t  time. Therefore I ' m  no t  w i l l i n g  t o  s t a t e  t h a t  abso-
l u t e l y  I cou ldn ' t  poss ib ly  have eve r  heard of anything,  but  
i f  it was anything important o r  of g r e a t  magnitude I would, 
indeed remember it. 

Q A s  we have t o l d  you, we have heard both from 
General TOAN and from General KOSTER t h a t  t h i s  ma t t e r  was 
brought t o  General KOSTER's  a t t e n t i o n  by General TOAN. The 
~ r n e r i c a lDivis ion was informed about t h i s  ma t t e r  and t h i s  
l e t t e r  of 11 Apr i l  was among t h e  m a t e r i a l  t h a t  General TOAN 
brought t o  General KOSTER 's a t t e n t i o n .  

A. He d i d n ' t  b r ing  them t o  my a t t e n t i o n .  

Q Well, Colonel K H I E N  says t h a t  he  d i d  and you i n d i -
c a t e  t h a t  is  not  t h e  case ,  s o  a t  l e a s t  you d o n ' t  understand 
it i n  t h a t  sense?  

A .  Well, Colonel K H E I N  has  demonstrated himself t o  be 
a convenient l i a r  pub l i c ly  by h i s  con t rad ic to ry  s t o r i e s  which 
he has given newspaper men and p r e s s .  I d o n ' t  have t o  impeach 
h i s  honesty because i t ' s  r i g h t  t h e r e  f o r  you t o  s e e  on t h e  
b a s i s  of your knowledge of t h e  s ta tement  he gave t o  t h e  p ress .  
Q u i t e  f r a n k l y ,  I'm n e i t h e r  s u r p r i s e d  nor  t e r r i b l y  concerned 
t h a t  Colonel K H l E N  t akes  l i b e r t i e s  with t h e  t r u t h .  Colonel 
TOAN, e i t h e r .  I know both of t h e  gentlemen f a i r l y  we l l  and 
I wouldn ' t  expect  them t o  do anything e l s e  under t h e  circum-
s tances .  

Q. We were a l s o  informed, M r .  MAY, t h a t  you d i d  during 
t h i s  pe r iod ,  make v i s i t s  t o  Chu Lai t o  t h e  headquarters  of t h e  
America1 Divis ion.  Would you t e l l  us what you can r e c a l l  of  
any such v i s i t s ?  I n  t h e  l a t t e r  p a r t  of Apr i l ?  

A. I c a n ' t  d e f i n e  which v is i t - -oh ,  yes ,  I can. One 
v i s i t  I guess it w a s  i n  March, j u s t  before  t h e  a l l e g e d  t ime,  
5 March. I could look a t  my no tes .  I went up t o  a t t e n d  a 
dinner  f o r  Joe ALLISON, s t r i c t l y  a p ro toco l  t y p e  of  t h i n g  
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Colonel  HENDERSON'S mind whether  I was p r e s e n t  o r  n o t .  H e  
and I have only Seen p r e s e n t  a t  t h e  same p l ace  two o r  t h r e e  
t imes  i n  ou r  l i v e s ,  t h a t  I ' m  aware o f .  There i s  ano the r  
t h i n g  t h a t  comes t o  my mind wi th  r e f e r e n c e  t o  t h i s  i n c i d e n t ,  
t h a t  you may o r  may n o t  have looked i n t o .  Another i n c i d e n t  
t h a t  may have some r e l evance  concerning t h e  i n c i d e n t  i s ,  I 
unders tand from t h e  p r e s s ,  t h a t  some s o r t  of v i l l a g e  c h i e f  
o r  hamlet  c h i e f  s u r f a c e d  a f t e r  t h e  even t  i n s i d e  t h e  f r i e n d l y  
a r e a  and a l l e g e d  t h a t  h e  knew how many people  w e r e  t h e r e  
and he  was s o r t  of speak ing  on beha l f  of t h e  remaining 
compla inan ts ,  r e l a t i v e s .  I speak from a newspaper account  
which may o r  may n o t  be  t r u e .  When t h e  l O l s t  w a s  o p e r a t i n g  
down i n  sou the rn  Quang Ngai a yea r  o r  s o  b e f o r e ,  t hey  s p e n t  
a g r e a t  d e a l  of t ime  c o n s u l t i n g  wi th  us t o  t r y  and i d e n t i f y  
a l l  sou rces  of in format ion  w i t h i n  t h e  Vietnamese government 
o r  anybody we knew of who could g i v e  them an i n s i g h t  on 
each  hamlet  and v i l l a g e  t h a t  e x i s t e d  i n  t h e  a r e a  i n  which 
they  were going t o  o p e r a t e ,  long  b e f o r e  t h e y  would o p e r a t e  
t h e r e .  Long b e f o r e  t hey  were going t o  o p e r a t e  t h e r e  t hey  
would have a c o n s u l t a t i o n  wi th  us .  We would t a l k  t o  t h e  
Vietnamese and t r y  t o  m i l k  o u t  every  b i t  of in format ion  and 
a l s o  t r y  t o  i d e n t i f y  Vietnamese who could go a long  on t h e  
o p e r a t i o n  t o  i n t e r p r e t ,  t o  h e l p  s e p a r a t e  t h e  sheep from 
t h e  wolves ,  and s o  on.  To p o i n t  t h e  f i n g e r  a t  who i s  t h e  
VC and who i s n ' t .  Now, s o  f a r  a s  I am aware,  t h i s  s o r t  
of  c o n s u l t a t i o n  d i d  n o t  t a k e  p l a c e  w i th  r e f e r e n c e  t o  t h i s  
p a r t i c u l a r  o p e r a t i o n  u n l e s s  it took p l a c e  on a lower l e v e l  
and never  came up t o  t h e  t o p .  

Q Well ,  i n  t h i s  r e g a r d ,  we have q u i t e  a b i t  of i n -
format ion ,  p a r t  s u b s t a n t i a t e d  and p a r t  u n s u b s t a n t i a t e d .  Task . 

Force Barker w a s  very c l o s e  w i t h  t h e  advisory  a t  Son Tinh.  
There i s  some i n d i c a t i o n ,  i n fo rma t ion  t h a t  t h e i r  b a s i c  i n -
t e l l i g e n c e  came from Son Tinh upon which t h e y  founded t h i s  
o p e r a t i o n .  

A. S u f f i c e  it t o  s a y ,  they  have a membership on t h e  
Phoenix Committee, s o  tha t  t h e y  have acces s  t o  t h e  i n t e l l i -
gence from a  wider  base  t han  c o l l e c t i o n  agency of Son Tinh 
D i s t r i c t  h e a d q u a r t e r s ,  if t h e y  c a r e  t o  use  it. I can a lso  
a p p r e c i a t e  t h a t  on many of ou r  o p e r a t i o n s  one s p e c i f i c a l l y  
avoids  c o n s u l t i n g  w i t h  t h e  Vietnamese, because i f  you t i p  
your  hand,  you never  f i n d  anybody. Somehow t h e  word is 
l e a k i n g  somewhere i n  t h e  h i e r a r c h y .  
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r e t u r n e d  from a  t r i p .  Anyway, he  s a i d  he was unable  t o  t e s t i f y  
be fo re  your group because it i n t e r f e r e d  w i t h  h i s  making a  
l i v i n g .  I guess h e  i s  w r i t i n g  o r  has  w r i t t e n  a s t o r y  on t h i s  
p a r t i c u l a r  su5ject .  On t h e  b a s i s  t h a t  he  had n o t  Seen a b l e  
t o ,  I ' m  going t o  g i v e  t h i s  group in format ion .  I took t h e  li-
b e r t y  of v i o l a t i n g  my commitment t o  you, General ,  o f  n o t  

-	 t a l k i n g  about Ply L a i ,  t o  ask  him some q u e s t i o n s .  Now i f  I r e -
p e a t  what he s a i d ,  t h a t ' s  s imple  hearsay and I d o n ' t  want t o  
t a k e  your  t ime i f  you d o n ' t  want t o  h e a r  it.  

MR MACCRATE: W e l l ,  what d i d  h e  say?  

A. He s a i d  t h a t  he remambered very w e l l  an i n c i d e n t  
t h a t  was r e p o r t e d .  H e  r e m e h e r e d  t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  o p e r a t i o n  
and t h e  number of -KIA r e p o r t e d  on t h a t  d a t e .  He had d i s c u s s e d  
it wi th  h i s  s u p e r i o r ,  a  c a p t a i n ,  who was a l s o  a  men-ber of o u r  
team, and they  had q u e r i e d  America1 on t h e  number of  c a s u a l t i e s ,  
because no weapons were r e p o r t e d  and no VC OB m i l i t a r y  o rgan i -  
z a t i o n  was i d e n t i f i e d  a s  be ing  t h e  c o n t a c t .  Even tua l ly ,  some-
time l a t e r ,  it w a s n ' t  c l e a r  t o  me  whether some hours  l a t e r  o r  
a day o r  s o  l a t e r ,  he  g o t  a c o r r e c t e d  f i g u r e  i n  which t h e  
number of c a s u a l t i e s  jumped from 99 t o  107 t o  109. Those a r e  
t h e  approximate f i g u r e s .  There were t h r e e  weapons cap tu red ,  
and t h e r e  was a p p a r e n t l y  q u i t e  a  b i t  of t a l k  i n  the S2 a r e a ,  
b u t  t h i s  was t h e  s o r t  of  problems they  had wi th  body counts  
and s o  on and everybody i n  b l ack  pa jamas g o t  counted.  He 
a l l u d e d  t o  t h e  problems t h a t  he was f a m i l i a r  wi th  when t h e  
ROK Marines had t h e i r  TAOR i n  t h e  Batangan Son Tinh/Binh Son 
a r e a .  They would conduct o p e r a t i o n s  and r e p o r t  more K I A  t h a n  
appeared on t h e  VC OB f o r  t h e  a r e a ,  and they r e f u s e d  t o  i d e n t i f y  
t h e  u n i t  t h a t  t hey  c o n t a c t e d ,  and r e fused  t o  c l a i m  t h a t  t h e y  
had con tac t ed  one of t h e  main u n i t s  on AOB, and r e f u s e d  t o  
l e t  anybody i n  t o  s e e  what t h e r e  was t o  s e e  on the ground. 

This  q u e s t i o n i n g  of t h e  body count ,  which occur red  
among t h e  S2 peop le ,  may very w e l l  have been b r i e f l y  a l l u d e d  
t o  o r  d i scus sed  i n  o u r  d a i l y  b r i e f i n g .  I do not r e c a l l  t h a t  
it was,  I do n o t  r e c a l l  t h a t  it wasn ' t .  But t h a t  s o r t  of  
q u e s t i o n i n g  about body count  has  a r i s e n  many, many t i m e s  i n  
Quang Ngai Province.  I t  has  a r i s e n  a t  b r i e f i n g s  a t  ARVN 2d 
D i v i s i o n  and i n  o u r  b r i e f i n g s  and whether t h e s e  a r e  i n f l a t e d  
f i g u r e s  by people  who want t o  r e p o r t  a  h igh body count  t o  t h e i r  
a u t h o r i t i e s  o r  whether  t h e s e  a r e  simply bodies  i n  b lack  p a j a -  
mas, who knows? 
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A. That  n i g h t  we w e r e  a l l  t o g e t h e r ,  ye s .  I remember 
t h a t .  

Q Do you remember i f  t hey  came i n  wi th  any ARVN 
s o l d i e r s  o r  n o t ?  

A. They d i d .  

Q How many? 

A. I d o n ' t  know, b u t  u s u a l l y  two. But I d o n ' t  know 
how many it w a s .  

Q You set  up a d e f e n s i v e  p o s i t i o n .  Did anyth ing  
happen? 

A. Not t h a t  I remember. 

Q- Did you h e a r  any i n t e r r o g a t i o n s  o r  q u e s t i o n i n g
going on t h a t  day? 

.- A. Y e s .  There was q u e s t i o n i n g  going on. ... 

. . Q- What was going on,  do you know? 

A. They u s u a l l y  q u e s t i o n  i f  t h e r e  i s  any VC i n  t h e  
a r ea .  

Q. Do you know o f  any unusual  t echn iques  used by t h e  
i n t e r r o g a t o r s ?  

A. They hooked up t h e s e  w i r e s  t o  t h e  people  and t h e y  
t u r n e d  t h i s  phone-type r a d i o .  : 

Q. And what happens? 

A. It shocks them. 

Q. Were they  us ing  t h a t  t h i s  day? 

A. I t h i n k  they  w e r e .  I t h i n k  s o ,  a f t e r  w e  se t  up 
f o r  t h e  n i g h t .  

Q. Who w a s  u s ing  t h i s ,  American o r  Vietnamese? 
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A. The Vietnamese s o l d i e r s .  

Q .  Did you see t h i s ?  

A. ' P a r t  o f  it. 

Q. You d i d  see i t ?  

A.  Y e s .  

Q . Where were t hey  hooking t h e  w i r e s ?  

A. To t h e  p e n i s ,  t o  t h e  e a r s .  

Q- To t h e  s e n s i t i v e  l o c a t i o n s ?  

A.  I t h i n k  t h e  p e n i s  i s  s e n s i t i v e .  

Q. What happened t o  - these  guys when they  cranked t h e  
crank? Did they  h o l l e r ?  

A. Yes, t hey  h o l l e r e d .  

Q Did they  t a l k  a f t e r  t h a t ?  

A. Same t h i n g ,  t hey  d i d n ' t  t a l k .  

Q. Were they  us ing  any o t h e r  t echniques  b e s i d e s  
f i e l d  te lephones?  

A. No, n o t  t h a t  I remember, because t h a t  was supposed 
t o  be t h e  b e s t  t h i n g .  

Q. You d i d n ' t  h e a r  of  any of them g e t t i n g  s h o t ?  

A. That evening  i n  t h e  pe r ime te r?  

Q. Yes. 

A. No. 

Q Did any o f  them g e t  t h e i r  f i n g e r s  c u t  o f f ?  

I t  could  have happened and I d i d n ' t  know about  it. 
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A. Yes. 

Q *  How many d e t a i n e e s  d i d  t h e y  have? 

A. I t h i n k  two. 

Q. Did they  use  t h i s  sys tem on bo th  d e t a i n e e s ?  

A. They could  have,  b u t  I on ly  saw it used on one. 

Q. Were they  us ing  anyth ing  b e s i d e  t h a t  t e lephone?  

A. H e  was p r e t t y  we l l ,  worked o v e r ,  bea t en .  

Q - What happened t o  him? Was he  evacua ted  o r  t u rned  
. l o o s e  o r  what? 

A. H e  w a s  evacuated.  

Q. Both o f  them? 

A. Yes. 

Q - O r  d i d  one of  them g e t  away? A t  t h e  t ime you s a w  
him, d i d  you see him u s i n g  anyth ing  b e s i d e  hooking t h i s  tele-
phone t o  him? 

A. It was wi th  t h e  f i s t .  

Q How about  k i c k i n g  them? 

A. Could have been.  

Q Did you see them? 

A. No. 

Q. How many people  w e r e  involved  i n  i t ?  

A. Mostly it w a s  t h e  guys i n  t h e  1st Pla toon .  

Q. This  w a s  w i t h  Bravo Company people?  

A. ARVN and i n t e r p r e t e r s ,  too .  

Q. Were t hey  a l l  down t h e r e  around t h e  VC? 
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A.  The ARVN s t a y e d  i n  t h e  CP group,  and h e  w a s  i n  
t h e  CP group. 

Q - Was Capta in  MICHLES t h e r e ?  

A. Y e s .  

a=  Did you n o t i c e  any s t r a n g e  o f f i c e r s  t h e r e ?  Any
m i l i t a r y  i n t e l l i g e n c e  t h e r e ?  

A. ARVN type?  

Q. One could  have been U.S. o r  ARVN. 

A. There  were ARVN t h e r e .  

Q*' HOW many? 

A. I would say  two of  them. 

Q. You say  it was t h e  1st P la toon  working t h i s  guy 
ove r?  

Yes, and t h e  ARVN. 

D i d  you know Se rgean t  LIAS? 

A. I d i d .  

Q Was he  k i c k i n g  t h i s  guy around? 

A. Yes. I saw him swing a t  him, b u t  n o t  k i c k  him. 

Q *  You d o n ' t  know what happened t o  t h i s  p r i s o n e r ?  

A. No. I t h i n k  they  took one o u t  t h a t  morning. F i r s t  
P l a toon  took  one VC o u t ,  and t h a t  i s  when he  t o l d  them where 
t h i s  cache was. I d o n ' t  know where they  went. I d o n ' t  know. 

LTC NOLL: On t h e  morning of t h e  1 9 t h ,  you w e r e  evacua ted  and 
you were o u t  i n  t h e  e a r l y  a f t e rnoon .  Do you remember p i c k i n g  
up any a d d i t i o n a l  VC s u s p e c t s  t h i s  morning o t h e r  t h a n  one you 
had i n  your  p o s i t i o n ?  

A. No. 

' Q. The people  you w e r e  q u e s t i o n i n g ,  are t h o s e  you k e p t
ove rn igh t?  
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in the area (pg: 12). The ARVN forces did consider it a 
free-fire zone (pg. 13) . 

c. Assault. 


(1) Charlie Company reported light ground fire 

soon after arriving in the LZ (pg. 2). Early after his 

arrival over the area, the witness noted three or four 

houses burning on the edge of the village (pg. 50) which he 

attributed to fire from the gunships covering the assault 

(pg. 10). Later in the morning he noted more fires, some 

in Bravo's area as well as Charlie's area (pg. 5.0). 


(2) Three to four hundred civilians were seen 

leaving the environs of My Lai moving toward the highway 

going to Quang Ngai (pg. 6). There was no interrogation 

of these persons nor were any attempts made to relocate 

them (pgs. 28, 29). None of these persons were seen being 

molested in any manner by theU. S. forces (pg. 7). 


(3) Only five bodies were observed by the 

witness (pg. 9). Two Vietnamese were seen evading 

from the village and were picked up by the command and 

control ship (pg. 7). Although suspected VC, they were 

subsequently found to be PF's who had been held captive 

in the village by elements of the 48th Local Force Battalion 

(pg. 7). They told theU. S. personnel that there had been a 

platoon-size element of VC in the village which had lett 

at the commencement of the operation (pg. 7). The witness 

stated that although 128 KIA's did not jibe with what had 

been told him by the PF's, the latter information was 

generally considered unreliable (pg. 27). 


, (4) The witness heard nothing on the radio concern- 
ing unnecessary killings, but he did overhear Colonel 
HENDERSON radioing the ground to stop burning hootches 
p g  1). He further noted that when the command and 

control ship returned to LZ Dottie for refueling at about 

0930, Colonel HENDERSON spoke to General YOUNG although 

the content of the conversation was not known (pg. 8). 

Later in the afternoon, Colonel HENDERSON directed C Conpany 

to sweep back through the area because of the low weapons 

to body count ratio, but this was abrogated (pg. 14). The 

witness believed that this was at the direction of General 

KOSTER, but had no personal knowledge of that fact (pg. 14). 
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Q What w a s  it t h a t  caused most of  your  c a s u a l t i e s ?  

A.  I n  t h e s e  o p e r a t i o n s ?  

' Q. Y e s  ? 

A .  During t h e  t ime of c o n t a c t ,  o f  cou r se ,  t h e r e  w a s  
sma l l  arms f i r e  o r  r o c k e t s  o r  mor ta r  rounds.  This  a r e a  is  
infamous f o r  booby t r a p s  and moving o u t  of  t h e  a r e a  we had 
many, many people  wounded by booby t r a p s .  I say  i t ' s  
n o t o r i o u s  because 2d ARVN ~ i v i s i o nwould n o t  go--was very 
r e l u c t a n t  t o  go i n t o  t h i s  a r e a  because ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  t h i s  
a r e a  h e r e  known a s  ~ i n k v i l l e ,they had t o  t h e  b e s t  o f  my 
knowledge n o t  a c t u a l l y  gone i n t o  t h e  a r e a  f o r  some t i m e .  
They had gone up t o  t h e  edge of  P i n k v i l l e ,  b u t  t h e y  would 
n o t  go i n t o  it f o r  f e a r  of t h e  booby t r a p s .  We d i d ,  d u r i n g  
t h i s  o p e r a t i o n ,  have Bravo Company s c r e e n  through P i n k v i l l e ,  
and w e  were i n  t h a t  a r e a  on a prev ious  o p e r a t i o n  a l s o ,  and 
we s u f f e r e d  c a s u a l t i e s  from booby t r a p s .  But t h i s  e n t i r e  
a r e a  of P i n k v i l l e  i s  no th ing  b u t  one mass of t u n n e l  complexes. 
One s p e c i f i c  occas ion  which I r e c a l l ,  we uncovered what 
proved t o  be a h o s p i t a l  and ano the r  -proved t o  be  a medical  
supply a r e a  u n i t .  I t  had two m i l i t a r y - a g e  males and one 
woman, who w a s  a n u r s e ,  t h a t  came o u t  of  t h e  P i n k v i l l e  a r e a .  
And I might a l s o  add t h a t  t h e  2d ARVN has  s a i d  t h a t  it is  a 
f r e e - f i r e  akea. On subsequent  o p e r a t i o n s  n o r t h  o f  t h e  r i v e r  
i n  t h i s  v a l l e y  h e r e  which i s  ou r  AO, w e  had observed 2d ARVN 
p l a c i n g  a i r s t r i k e s  i n  t h e  are2 of  My La i  ( 4 )  and My Lai  (5 )  
My La i  (1) i n  suppor t  of t h e i r  o p e r a t i o n s .  

Q Did you c o n s i d e r  t h i s  a f r e e - f i r e  a r e a ?  

A.  No, s i r .  I t  w a s n ' t  c o n s i s t e n t  w i th  o u r  p o l i c y  
r ega rd ing  t h e  c i v i l i a n s  t h a t  were i n  t h e  a r ea - - tha t  were 
known t o  be  i n  t h e  a r e a .  W e  knew t h a t  t h e r e  were c i v i l i a n s  
i n  t h i s  a r e a  because d u r i n g  prev ious  o p e r a t i o n s  we had seen 
them. We had seen  them conduct a mass exodus from t h e  
a r e a  once ou r  o p e r a t i o n  s t a r t e d ,  j u s t  a s  t h e y  d i d  on t h i s  
one. For tha't: r ea son ,  we d i d  n o t  r ega rd  it a s  a f r e e - f i r e  
a r e a .  Now, t h e r e  were no c i v i l i a n s  i n  t h e  P i n k v i l l e  a r e a .  
There were c i v i l i a n s  i n  t h e  My L a i  ( 4 )  and My Lai  ( 5 )  a r e a s  
t o  t h e  w e s t  of P i n k v i l l e ,  b u t  t h e r e  were no c i v i l i a n s  i n  
t h i s  a r e a .  This  i s  rubb le .  No houses ,  o r  any th ing  e l s e ,  
j u s t  t u n n e l s  and r u b b l e  of  c l a y  and b r i c k  b u i l d i n g s  and 
s t r a w  b u i l d i n g s .  There a r e ,  of  c o u r s e ,  c i v i l i a n s  up i n  
t h i s  a r e a  n o r t h  of P i n k v i l l e ,  o u t  on t h i s  l i t t l e  p e n i n s u l a ,  
b u t  none i n  t h i s  a r e a  r i g h t  h e r e  ( p o i n t i n g  t o  t h e  a r e a  o f  
P i n k v i l l e  on t h e  map) . 
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Q. On your f r e e - f i r e  zones, would you i n d i c a t e  t h e  
procedures t h a t  you would go through t o  e s t a b l i s h  a f r ee -
f i r e  zone? 

A .  S i r ,  we have t o  recommend i t .  I f  it i s  a f r ee -
f i r e  zone t o  be e s t a b l i s h e d  by t h e  b r igade ,  we would have t o  
recommend it t o  t h e  coinmander of o u r  d i v i s i o n  o r  s u p e r i o r  
headquar ters ,  and they would have t o  approve it, and I sup-
pose they have t o  go t o  h igher  headquarters  t o  approve it. 
This was, a s  f a r  a s  we were concerned, n o t  a f r e e - f i r e  a rea .  
It  was not  designated as  such on t h e  map. But from t h e  ARVX 
s tandpoint  it was a f r e e - f i r e  a r e a .  The only f r e e - f i r e  a rea  
t h a t  we had w a s  way t o  t h e  west of t h a t .  

Q Coming back t o  your chronology of t h a t  day, d i d  
anything i n  p a r t i c u l a r  happen i n  t h e  d i scuss ion ,  I b e l i e v e  
it was with. t h e  commander of t h e  2d ARVN Divis ion ,  General 
TONJ, when Colonel HENDERSON made h i s  o f f i c i a l  c a l l  on him? 

A. Yes, s i r .  Colonel HENDERSON b r i e f e d  him on t h e  
opera t ion .  The 2d ARVN Divis ion knew t h a t  we were going 
i n t o  t h e  a rea  f o r  we had t o  g e t  an A0 extens ion  from them, 
but  they  had n o t  been b r i e f e d  on t h e  e n t i r e  opera t ion ,  and 
he covered t h a t  with General TOAN. And I b e l i e v e  he repor ted  
t o  him, t o  General TOAN, he r epor ted  t o  him t h e  c a s u a l t i e s ,  
t h e  r e s u l t  of the  opera t ion  and t h e  number of VC KIA a t  
t h a t  t ime,  no t  t h e  t o t a l  t h a t  was f i n a l l y  r epor ted ,  bu t  
some in termedia te  number. And I t h i n k  t h a t  was t h e  e x t e n t  
of what he t o l d  him about t h e  opera t ion .  The rest was j u s t  
get-acquainted type  remarks and s o  f o r t h .  

Q A l l  r i g h t .  Go on with your s t o r y ,  w i l l  you p l e a s e ,  
s o  t h a t  we can d i scuss  i t ?  What was t h e  remainder of your 
a c t i v i t i e s  u n t i l  t h i s  opera t ion  terminated? 

A.  Well, as  I s t a t e d ,  a f t e r  t h e  lunch break we 
re turned  back over t h e  area .  We continued t o  observe t h e  
a r e a  and how t h e  opera t ion  was progress ing ,  and I am n o t  s u r e  
a t  what p o i n t  they a c t u a l l y  made t h e  f i n a l  c a s u a l t y  count 
a t  br igade headquarters  but  I be l i eve  it was l a t e r  i n  t h e  
day and ,lot during t h a t  af ternoon.  But we r e t u r n e d ,  I d o n ' t  
remember it, we probably went from h e r e  up t o  D o t t i e  and 
re fue led  once and back t o  t h e  a rea .  And I t h i n k  we went 
over  i n  t h e  4 /3  a r e a .  They had an A0 t o  t h e  west of us.  

-During t h e  af te rnoon,  because th ings  had q u i e t e d  down a b i t ,  
we observed t h e i r  opera t ion  f o r  a s h o r t  pe r iod  of t ime. The 
companies d id  l i n k  up l a t e r  t h a t  a f te rnoon,  I would say r i g h t  
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Q Okay, one more q u e s t i o n  on t h e  SOP f o r  making a 
body count .  Would you t a k e  a r e p o r t  of  a body from j u s t  
anybody o r  d i d  he  have t o  be  a member of  your  u n i t  o r  group? 

A. I f  you mean by t h a t  d i d  we a c c e p t  RVN body c o u n t s ,  
no s i r ,  we d i d n ' t .  I t  had t o  be  confirmed by U . S .  

Q. Okay. 

COL WILSON: Was t h e r e  any s p e c i a l  requirement  f o r  body 
counts?  Could it come from anybody o r  d i d  it have t o  come 
from a squad l e a d e r  o r  a p l a t o o n  l e a d e r ,  an  NCO--

A. . ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  W e l l ,  i t w a s  submi t ted  up through ' 

t h e  chain--most of  t h e  r e p o r t i n g  goes through t h e  chain--from 
t h e  squad l e a d e r  t o  t h e  p l a toon  l e a d e r  t o  t h e  company com-
mander t o  t h e  b a t t a l i o n  t o  t h e  b r igade .  

Q. But a squad l e a d e r  would t a k e  t h e  word o f  h i s  
man as long  as he  s a y s  I had my f o o t  on him and ' so  f o r t h ?  

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

COL MILLER: Approximately how many houses d i d  you see burn ing  
i n  My L a i  ( 4 )  when you f i r s t  a r r i v e d  over  t h a t  a r e a  on t h e  
16 th?  

A - . Two o r  t h r e e ,  sir. Small  ones .  

Q. T h a t ' s  a t  about  0745 t o  0800? 

A. W e l l ,  it was probably  between 0735, 0730 t o  
0745 when w e  g o t  t h e r e ,  y e s ,  slr. 

&. Were you i n  and around My L a i  u n t i l  approximate ly  
0930? 

A .  Y e s ,  sir. I n  t h e  area where t h e  o p e r a t i o n - w a s  
going on e i t h e r  i n  C h a r l i e  company o r  Bravo Company area. 

Q- Did you see more houses burn ing  a f t e r  you f i r s t  
s i g h t e d  them? 

A. Yes, s i r .  The number, I would s a y ,  i n c r e a s e d  t o  
f i v e  o r  s i x .  There were more burn ing  l a t e r  on i n  t h e  
o p e r a t i o n  t h a n  t h e r e  w e r e  a t  t h e  beg inn ing ,  and t h e r e  w e r e  
a few f i r e s  i n  Bravo Company area. 
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inc luded  (pgs .  66, 6 7 ) .  MEDINA d i d  n o t  s e e  t h e  r e p o r t  of 
i n v e s t i g a t i o n  d a t e d  2 4  A p r i l  1968, nor  was he  aware t h a t  
it had been made (pg. 6 9 ) .  The on ly  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  of  which 
MEDINA had knowledge was t h a t  which BARKER t o l d  him about  
on t h e  1 8 t h  of March (pg. 7 1 ) .  He knew of no o t h e r  
i n v e s t i g a t i o n  u n t i l  A p r i l  1969 (pg.  7 2 ) .  He was n o t  
f a m i l i a r  w i t h  t h e  HENDERSON r e p o r t  d a t e d  2 4  A p r i l  1968 
( E x h i b i t  R-1)  o r  i t s  i n c l o s u r e s  (pg. 7 0 ) .  

6. OTHER INFORMATION. 

a .  Opera t ions  on 16 March 1968 a f t e r  t h e  sweep 
through My Lai .  

I n  t h e  l a t e  a f t e rnoon  c f  t h e  1 6 t h ,  two VC p r i s o n e r s  
w e r e  k i l l e d  by Nat iona l  P o l i c e  who had been a t t a c h e d  t o  
M E D I N A ' s  u n i t  t h a t  a f t e rnoon  (pg.  5 2 ) .  MEDINA and Capta in  
MICHLES, w i t h  whose company (B/4/3) M E D I N A ' s  company had 
marr ied  up,  o rde red  t h e  Na t iona l  P o l i c e  t o  s t o p  t h i s  
(pg. 5 2 ) .  MEDINA thought  t h a t  t h i s  i n c i d e n t  w a s  r e p o r t e d  
(pg. 53) 

b. Opera t ions  on t h e  1 7 t h  of 'March .  

On t h e  1 7 t h  of March, M E D I N A ' s  u n i t  conducted a 
s e a r c h  and d e s t r o y  o p e r a t i o n  i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  of My Khe ( l ) ,  
( 2 )  , and (3 )  , which n e t t e d  f o u r  p r i s o n e r s  (pg.  56) . One of 
t h e s e  p r i s o n e r s  was a d i s t r i c t  c h i e f  i n  t h e  VC i n f r a s t r u c t u r e  
(pg. 5 9 ) .  When t h i s  man c a l l e d  o u t  an o r d e r  t o  h i s  f e l l o w  
p r i s o n e r s  MEDINA h i t  him, caus ing  him t o  b l e e d  (pg.  5 7 ) .  
I n  o r d e r  t o  g e t  t h e  man t o  t a l k  MEDINA p laced  him a g a i n s t  a 
t r e e  and,  from a d i s t a n c e  of  10 t o  15 m e t e r s ,  f i r e d  one s h o t  
about  e i g h t  i n c h e s  above t h e  p r i s o n e r ' s  head and ano the r  
s h o t  about  f o u r  i nches  above h i s  head (pg.  5 8 ) .  A s  MEDINA 
made t h e  appearance of g e t t i n g  ready  t o  f i r e  t h e  t h i r d  s h o t ,  
t h e  p r i s o n e r  began t a l k i n g  and MEDINA had him picked up by 
t h e  b r i g a d e  S2 (pgs .  58, 5 9 )  . 

M E D I N A ' s  assesment  of  CALLEY. ' 

P r i o r  t o  coming t o  Vietnam, CALLEY had been moved 
from t h e  2d p l a t o o n  t o  t h e  1st p l a t o o n  by MEDINA (pg. 8 2 ) .  
This  w a s  because MEDINA f e l t  t h a t  CALLEY w a s  l o s i n g  c o n t r o l  
of t h e  p l a t o o n  and t h e  personne l  w e r e  n o t  f u n c t i o n i n g  
p r o p e r l y  under him (pg. 8 2 ) .  H e  was t r a n s f e r r e d  t o  t h e  1st 
p l a t o o n  because MEDINA thought  it had t h e  b e s t  N C O ' s  i n  t h e  
company (pg.  83) . 

7' SUM APP T-5 
CONFIDENTIALI.--_ . 



CONFIDENTIAL 

e i t h e r  Son Tinh o r  Quang Ngai and r e p o r t  t o  t h e  r e fugee  camp 
t h e r e  and t h e  South Vietnamese Government would t a k e  c a r e  o f  
them. We cont inued  o u r  s e a r c h  and sweep o p e r a t i o n s  and n i g h t  
de fens ive  p o s i t i o n .  W e  mar r ied  up with  Bravo Company--

. . 

Q .  ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  When d i d  you p ick  up t h e  Vietnamese 
d e t a i n e e s , , t h e  group t h a t  you were j u s t  t a l k i n g  about?  

A. I d o n ' t  know t h e  exac t  t ime ,  sir. It might have 
been about 1 o r  1:30 o r  2 o ' c l o c k  i n  t h e  a f t e rnoon .  

Q. A group of Vietnamese c i v i l i a n s .  You p u t  them on 
t h e  road? 

A. The 2d Pla toon--I  guess  they  were t h e  2d 
P la toon- - i t  was t h e  p l a toon  on t h e  no r th  s i d e  t h a t  had rounded 
t h e s e  people  up and w e  took t h e  mi l i t a ry -age  male pe r sonne l  
w i t h  u s ,  and s e n t  t h e  rest toward Son Tinh o r  Quang Ngai. W e  
con t inued  o u r  s e a r c h  and c l e a r  o p e r a t i o n  t o  where Bravo Company 
w a s  l o c a t e d  i n  t h e  n i g h t  de fens ive  p o s i t i o n .  They had a l r e a d y  
a r r i v e d  and h e  had s t a r t i n g  p l a c i n g  h i s  people  i n  h i s  h a l f  o f  
t h e  n i g h t  de fens ive  p o s i t i o n ;  Both companies w e r e  going t o  
r i n g  up f o r  t h e  n i g h t  t o g e t h e r  t o  g i v e  each a d d i t i o n a l  f i r e  
power because we--the companies t h a t  had been down t h e r e  b e f o r e  
had been h i t  a t  night--and w e  w e r e  expec t ing  t o  make c o n t a c t  
w i t h  t h e  48th VC B a t t a l i o n .  Capta in  MICHLES and myse l f ,  h e  
showed me where he  had h i s  people  i n  and I s t a r t e d  
p l a c i n g  my people  i n  and then  w e  ga thered  t h e  VC s u s p e c t s  t h a t  
he had and t h e  VC s u s p e c t s  t h a t  I had i n  one group and t h e  
Na t iona l  P o l i c e  were brought  i n .  They were i d e n t i f y i n g  known 
VC, VC t h a t  were a p a r t  of  t h e  i n f r a s t r u c t u r e ,  and they  
were t agg ing  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l s .  A s  E a r l  and I were implac ing  
t h e  companies i n  d e f e n s i v e  p o s i t i o n s ,  I heard  two s h o t s .  The 
Na t iona l  P o l i c e  had executed  two of  t h e  VC. Capta in  MICHLES 
and I went over  and t o l d  them t o  s t o p  t h i s ,  t h a t  t h i s  was n o t  
supposed t o  be  going on. The on ly  t h i n g  t h a t  w e  wanted them 
t o  do was t o  i d e n t i f y  t h e  VC f o r  u s ,  and t h e n  they  would go 
w i t h  us on t h e  remainder of t h e  o p e r a t i o n  t o  g e t  t h e  VC t h a t  
t hey  had i d e n t i f i e d  t o  show us where weapon and r i c e  caches  
w e r e  l o c a t e d  and'where any mines and booby t r a p s  might be  
l o c a t e d .  

Q How many VC suspects  d i d  you have t h e r e ?  

A. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  t h e  number, s ir ,  I b e l i e v e  somewhere 
between 25 and 35, p o s s i b l y ,  sir. 

(MEDINA) 52 APP T-5 

CONFIDENTIAL . 



CONFIDENTIAL 

Q Did you consider  t h a t  t h e s e  Nat ional  P o l i c e  were 
under your c o n t r o l  and Captain MICHLES'  c o n t r o l ?  

A. Yes, s i r .  

Q W e l l ,  you ind ica ted  they executed two of t h e  VC 
suspec t s ,  o r  t h e  VC? 

A. Yes, s ir .  

Q. Was t h i s  repor ted?  

A. I b e l i e v e  it was. 

Q- How would it have been repor ted?  

.A. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  whether I repor ted  t h a t  t h e  Nat ional  
Po l i ce  had executed t h e  two VC and I am no t  s u r e  exac t ly  who 
picked them.up.as  two VC K I A .  This  i s  a very common p r a c t i c e  
with t h e  National Pol ice .  

(.The wi tness  conferred wi th  h i s  counsel.  ) 

E a r l  was kind of hard t o  opera te  wi th .  I a m  
speaking of Captain MICHLES. Well h e ' s  dead, b u t  he was an 
outs tanding  ind iv idua l  and I had t h e  oppor tuni ty  of blocking 
f o r  h i s  company when he and another  company conducted an 
opera t ion ,  and E a r l  l i k e d  t o  be i n  charge of  both groups. 
He was a very f i n e  ind iv idua l .  E a r l  and I both went over 
and I ' m  sure--I d o n ' t  know. I know t h a t  we both--I t o l d  
them no t  t o  do t h i s .  This  i s  no t  what we wanted them t h e r e  
f o r .  We wanted them t o  i d e n t i f y  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l s .  I t  could 
have been E a r l ,  it could have been me. 

Q. We w i l l  l eave  t h a t  s u b j e c t .  

Did anybody come i n  a n d . s e e  you and Captain MICHLES 
i n  t h i s  l aager  p o s i t i o n ?  I ' m  r e f e r r i n g  h e r e  t o  Colonel BARKER, 
Major CALHOUN, 'Colonel HENDERSON o r  anybody i n  a u t h o r i t y ?  

A. W e  received resupply a t  t h e  n i g h t  defens ive  
p o s i t i o n .  I ' m  n o t  s u r e  whether t h e  S3 came i n  and t o l d  us 
which d i r e c t i o n  w e  were--I d o n ' t  think--I  be l i eve  it was t h e  
b a t t a l i o n  o r  t a s k  f o r c e  S 2  t h a t  came i n t o  t h e  n i g h t  defens ive  
p o s i t i o n ,  and I b e l i e v e  h e ' s  t h e  one t h a t  brought o u t  t h e  
f u r t h e r  i n s t r u c t i o n s  a s  t o  what we were supposed t o  do f o r  
t h e  following day. 
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A. Yes, s i r ,  My Khe ( 2 )  ( p o i n t i n g  t o  My Khe ( 2 )  on t h e  
map.) There a r e  some k ind  of Vietnamese junk b o a t s ,  i n  h e r e ,  
t h a t  were f i r i n g  a  .50  c a l i b e r  o u t  i n  t h i s  d i r e c t i o n  h e r e ,  
f i r i n g  t h e  machinegun of t h e  junk boa t  i n  t h i s  d i r e c t i o n  
h e r e  ( i n d i c a t i n g ) .  

Bravo Company had moved down t o  v i c i n i t y  of Co Lay 
( 3 )  and t h e  one Vietnamese woman, t h e  n u r s e ,  and t h e  t h r e e  men 

w e r e  brought  t o  my p o s i t i o n .  The woman d i d  n o t  have a b louse  
on. A 1 1  s h e  had was pajama bottoms.  I d i d  n o t  know i f  she  
eve r  had one on o r  i f  it was r i p p e d  o f f  of  h e r .  A G I  w a s  c a r -
r y i n g  h e r .  She was a c t i n g  l i k e  s h e  was o u t  of h e r  mind and she 
w a s  k ind  of bubbl ing  a t  t h e  mouth. I t  was l i k e  a c h i l d  bubbles.  
I looked a t  he r  and I knew she  was f ak ing .  My medic s a i d  t h a t  
s h e  was f ak ing .  So w e  l a i d  h e r  on t h e  ground and I asked him 
i f  he had any ammonia capsu le s .  W e  p u t  an ammonia c a p s u l e  i n  
h e r  nose  and she immediately snapped t o .  I took  t h e  b louse  o f f  
of  one of t h e  VC and I p laced  it on h e r  t o  cover  h e r  up. There 
were two i n d i v i d u a l s  t h a t  were d e f i n i t e l y  VC. The two t h a t  you 
could i d e n t i f y  a s  VC,  w e  s t a r t e d  going through t h e i r  pocke ts .  
One had a sma l l  embroidered c l o t h  t h a t  had ,  I t h i n k  t h e  t r a n s -  
l a t o r  s a i d ,  "Honor t o  t h e  V C , "  o r  "Death b e f o r e  d i shonor  t o  t h e  
VC," o r  something l i k e  t h i s .  The o t h e r  one would n o t  t a l k .  The 
o t h e r  i n d i v i d u a l  was very mature ,  an execut ive- looking  i n d i -
v i d u a l .  He was n o t  t h e  t ype  of i n d i v i d u a l  t h a t  you would f i n d  
o u t  i n  t h e  hamlets  or v i l l a g e s  i n  t h a t  a r e a .  He was d e f i n i t e l y  
n o t  a r i c e  farmer .  My i n t e r p r e t e r  t o l d  me t h a t  poss ibly--wel l  
p r i o r  t o  t h a t ,  wh i l e  we were t a l k i n g  t o  t h e  o t h e r  two--we had 
them s e p a r a t e d ,  t h e  woman was i n  one p o s i t i o n  and then  we had 
t h e  t h r e e  males i n  a diamond shape ,  s o  t h a t  t hey  c o u l d n ' t  r e a l l y  
t a l k  t o  each o thcz .  They were t i e d  up. The execut ive- looking  
i n d i v i d u a l ,  f o r  a b e t t e r  term t o  d e s c r i b e  him, shouted o u t  a  
command. I t  was d e f i n i t e l y  a command. I t  was n o t  l i k e  t h e  nor- 
m a l  Vietnamese sound, t a l k ,  and I t u r n e d  around and I t o l d  him, 
i n  American, t h a t  he was t o  s h u t  up and be  q u i e t .  I h i t  him 
w i t h  t h e  back of my hand. I cracked h i s  s k i n  open on t h e  fore -  
head. I t  was s t a r t i n g  t o  b l e e d  very  p r o f u s e l y  and I d i d n ' t  h i t  
ve ry  hard .  I t  was running down h i s  nose .  Can I con fe r  w i th  my 
a t t o r n e y  j u s t  a moment? 

Q - C e r t a i n l y .  

(The wi tnes s  con fe r r ed  wi th  h i s  counse l . )  

A. Sergeant  PHU, my i n t e r p r e t e r ,  t o l d  me,, "Keep t h e  
Na t iona l  P o l i c e  away from him." I d o n ' t  know t h e  reason  why. 
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and t h e y  were d r e s s e d  i n  uniform. The o t h e r s  had whi te  s h i r t s  
and l i t t l e  o l d  s t r i p e s  on them. I seen  them t a k e  them behind--
w e l l ,  it was t h e  f i r s t  hootch they  come t o  i n  t h e  v i l l a g e .  
They took one behind t h e r e  and you could  h e a r  a couple  of  s h o t s .  
They brought  him back. I thought  t hey  k i l l e d  hjm. They b rough t  
him back. 

What happened t o  him a f t e r  t h e y  brought  him back? 

I don' t know. 

Did you see any more done l i k e  t h a t ?  

No. J u s t  on t h a t  one occas ion  t h a t  I seen t h a t .  

Q Anything e l s e ?  

A. I heard  them t a k i n g  t h e  k n i f e  and c u t t i n g  t h e i r  
f i n g e r s  o f f .  I never  seen t h a t .  I d i d n ' t  see anybody t h a t  
had been done t h a t  way. I heard  t h a t  t hey  were good a t  tha t ( .  
When they  t a l k e d  t o  somebody they  normally s a i d  something. ,! 

4 

Q Who w a s  doing t h i s  c u t t i n g ?  Was it an American? I 

A. No. I t  was t h a t  same bunch t h a t  do ing  a l l  t h e  i n -
t e r r o g a t i n g .  The Na t iona l  P o l i c e  and them ARVN's  w e r e  doing 
t h a t .  From what I: unders tand ,  t h a t  happened t o  one guy t h a t  
w a s  i n  t h a t  v i l l a g e  on t h a t  same o p e r a t i o n .  I t  was down from 
t h a t  beach where t h a t  happened. 

LTC NOLL: Was t h i s  on t h e  morning of  t h e  1 9 t h  o r  evening of  
t h e  18 th?  

A .  ' I d o n ' t  know which one it w a s .  W e  w e r e  coming i n  
through t h e  v i l l a g e .  We was coming up t o  go on way down t h e r e .  
That  happened b e f o r e  MILUS g o t  k i l l e d .  W e  were coming i n t o  
t h e r e  and t h o s e  people  were o u t  t h e r e  i n  t h a t  f i r s t - v i l l a g e .  
They had one o r  two t h e r e .  

Q That  w a s  t h e  day b e f o r e  MILUS w a s  k i l l e d ?  Tha t  
would be  t h e  morning of  t h e  18 th?  

A. ~ i g h t .  The n e x t  m o r n i n g . t h e r e  w a s  some of  t h o s e  
same people  t h e r e ,  b u t  I d i d n ' t  see anybody o r  h e a r  no th ing .  
I d o n ' t  know what t hey  done. 
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s e n t  down w i t h  t h e  squad t o  i n v e s t i g a t e  (pg. 1 0 2 ) .  They 
had two p r i s o n e r s  w i t h  them who were used as  mine d e t e c t o r s .  
The w i t n e s s  d i d  n o t  know where t h e s e  p r i s o n e r s  came from 
(pgs.  80, 1 0 2 ) .  They reached a s p o t  where t hey  saw "Ho 
Chi Minh s l i c k "  f o o t p r i n t s  i n  t h e  sand.  The p r i n t s  were 
deep ind ica t ing -  t h a t  equipment was be ing  c a r r i e d  by t h e  
people  (pg. 80) . They saw where t h e  mor ta r  had been s e t  i n  
t h e  ground (pgs .  80, 8 1 ) .  Se rgean t  LIAS accompanied t h e  f i r s t  
squad on t h i s  miss ion and began t o  b e a t  one o f  t h e  Vietnamese 
wi th  h i s  r i f l e  b u t t  (pgs.  82,  102)  . MICHENER s t a t e d  t h a t  
LIAS p u t  a couple  o f  b r u i s e s  on t h e  s u s p e c t  and a bump on 
h i s  back (pg. 82) . H e  s a i d  t h a t  t h e  Vietnamese had p u t  h i s  
head down s o  t h a t  h e  could  n o t  be  h i t  t h e r e  and LIAS h i t  
him a c r o s s  t h e  back u n t i l  h e  w a s  r e s t r a i n e d ,  p o s s i b l y  by 
Sergeant  WYATT (pg.  8 2 ) .  L i eu t enan t  WILLINGHAM may have 
been t h e r e  b u t  t h e  w i t n e s s  could n o t  c l e a r l y  r e c a l l  (pg .82) .  
They sea rched  t h e  a r e a  and s a w  t h a t  t h e  t r a c k s  went i n t o  
hootches  which w e r e  d e s e r t e d  (pg. 8 3 ) .  They took t h e  two 
p r i s o n e r s  back t o  t h e  company's CP where t h e r e  was a  group 
o f  seven o r  e i g h t  p r i s o n e r s  (pg. 8 3 ) .  The f i r s t  p l a t o o n  
went back t o  a c e r t a i n  a r e a  where t h e  Vietnamese were t o  
show them a t u n n e l  en t r ance .  MICHLES accompanied them 
(pg. 83) . The w i t n e s s  s t a t e d  t h a t  as they  wentr one 
p r i s o n e r  escaped (pg.  8 3 ) .  They t h e n  t r i e d  t o  f i n d  him, 
b u t  cou ld  n o t .  He then  went t o  ano the r  a r e a  where he saw 
t h a t  t h e  p r i s o n e r s  were s e n t  back one by 6ne ,  be ing  t o l d  
t h a t  t hey  would be  k i l l e d ,  and t h e  people  i n  t h e  r e a r  would 
f i r e  a s h o t  i n t o  t h e  a i r  (pg. 8 3 ) .  One of t h e  p r i s o n e r s  
y e l l e d  o u t  and t h e  w i tnes s  f e l t  t h a t  t h i s  i n d i c a t e d  t o  t h e  
o t h e r s  what was going on (pg.  83) . 

( 2 )  Tor tu re  of  p r i s o n e r s .  

During t h e  a f t e rnoon  t h e  w i t n e s s  went down 
t o  v i s i t  some f r i e n d s  i n  ano the r  p l a toon  and he  observed a 
Vietnamese i n t e r p r e t e r  a long  w i t h  some U.S. Army i n t e r p r e t e r s  
q u e s t i o n i n g  s u s p e c t s  (pg. 8 3 )  . He f e l t  t h e  American was 
an  E-6 b u t  he  d i d  n o t  recognize  him. They were t o r t u r i n g  one 
s u s p e c t  by hooking wi re s  from a f i e l d  t e l ephone  t o  v a r i o u s  
p a r t s  o f  h i s  body, and then  c ranking  it. H e  s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e  
w i t n e s s  would scream when t h i s  would happen (pg. 84). A 
Vietnamese i n t e r p r e t e r  took one o f  t h e  p r i s o n e r s ,  knocked 
him down, s t a r t e d  t o  k i c k  him i n  t h e  s m a l l  o f  t h e  back ,  and 
the man " s h i t  a l l  over  h i m s e l f "  (pgs .  84, 1 0 2 ) .  The w i t n e s s  
f e l t  t h a t  t h e s e  VC s u s p e c t s  had come from t h e  group o f  
people  t hey  had ga the red  up t h e  day b e f o r e  (pg. 8 4 ) .  A f t e r  
s e e i n g  t h i s ,  t h e  w i tnes s  went back t o  h i s  p l a t o o n ' s  ' p o s i t i o n  
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Q Were t h e r e  people  i n  t hose  hootches?  

A. No, sir. They had a l l  moved o u t .  

Q Were they  a l l  on t h e  beach? 

A. No, s i r .  The evening be fo re  we l e f t  t h e  people--
we k e p t  t h e  people  i n  one v i l l a g e  i f  I am n o t  mis taken.  They 
k e p t  them over  h e r e  ( p o i n t i n g ) .  

COL WILSON: P o i n t i n g  t o  Ky Xuyen (1)where t hey  k e p t  t h e  
people?  

A.  Y e s ,  s i r .  I d o n ' t  know i f  t h e  i n t e r p r e t e r s  
t h a t  came i n  t h e  day b e f o r e  w e r e  t h e r e  o r  n o t ,  b u t  t h e s e  
two p r i s o n e r s  t h a t  we  had taken down w i t h  us w e  took back 
t o  t h e  company CP. They had a group of 7 o r  8 of them 
and t h e  1st P la toon  went back through he re  and one of them 
were supposed t o  show where a t u n n e l  e n t r a n c e  was, a hidden 
t u n n e l  en t r ance .  W e  g o t  around h e r e  ( p o i n t i n g )  and they  
balked and s a i d  t h a t  they  had been l y i n g  o r  something,  I 
was i n  t h e  rear of t h e  column of march and it w a s  back 
over  by t h i s  f i s h  pond ( p o i n t i n g )  . We were r i g h t  back i n  
he re .  

MR WALSH: Tha t  would be t o  t h e  nor thwest  o f  t h e  f i s h  
pond? 

A.  Y e s .  Th is  t r a i l  t h a t  we were on made a r e a l  
s h a r p  t u r n  n e a r  t h i s  bamboo t h i c k e t  and appa ren t ly  --Captain 
MICHLES w a s  a long  w i t h  us and one of them, as w e  w e r e  going 
over  t h e r e ,  broke away and they  opened f i r e  on him, b u t  
he g o t  away. We went a lmost  i n  a complete c i r c l e  and covered 
about  a mile and t h e n  they  s t a r t e d  sending  them back t o  us 
one a t  a t i m e  t o  t h e  r e a r .  They would send them back. Some-
body up f r o n t  would t e l l  them t h a t  they  were be ing  s e n t  back 
t o  be k i l l e d  and they  would t e l l  them, "You're nex t . "  Every-
t i m e  one of them would come back w e  would f i r e  a s h o t  and, of  
cou r se ,  we wouldn ' t  be s h o o t i n g  them; w e  f i r e d  i n  t h e  a i r .  
One of  them y e l l e d  o u t  and somebody s lapped  him and knocked 
him down t o  make him s h u t  up s o  t h a t  t h e  ones t h a t  were up 
f r o n t  wouldn' t h e a r  him. Ev iden t ly  when they  heard  him shout  
t hey  g o t  wise t o  it and they  clammed up. We had t o  t a k e  them 
a l l  back t o  t h e  v i l l a g e  aga in  where our  p o s i t i o n  w a s .  Later 
on t h a t  day,  i n  t h e  a f t e r n o o n ,  I was v i s i t i n g  some guys t h a t  
I knew i n  one of  t h e  o t h e r  p l a toons  back over  i n  ' t h i s  s e c t i o n  
he re  ( p o i n t i n g ) .  They had a Vietnamese i n t e r p r e t e r  and a 
couple  of United S t a t e s  Army i n t e r p r e t e r s  t h e r e  q u e s t i o n i n g  
t h e  s u s p e c t s  and they  w e r e  be ing  t o r t u r e d .  
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Q. When you say "United S t a t e s  Army i n t e r p r e t e r s ' '  do 
you mean these  people t h a t  were working f o r  the  United S t a t e s  
Army o r  do you mean--

A .  ( In te rpos ing)  American s o l d i e r s .  I th ink  he was 
an E-6 i f  I ' m  n o t  mistaken. I d o n ' t  know h i s  name o r  any-
th ing  and I probably c o u l d n ' t  recognize him i f  I saw him 
again,  bu t  they had a f i e l d  telephone and a wire.  They were 
hooking wires  t o  var ious p a r t s  of h i s  body t o  t r y  and make 
him t a l k  and the  Vietnamese i n t e r p r e t e r ,  I th ink  he was an 
of f icer - -but  one of the  p r i s o n e r s  wouldn't  t a l k  o r  he t a l k e d  
back t o  him o r  something and t h e  Vietanmese i n t e r p r e t e r  
knocked him down and s t a r t e d  kicking him i n  the  back and 
around the  kidneys.  The poor guy j u s t  messed a l l  over him-
s e l f .  Tha t ' s  the  f i r s t  time I ever  r e a l l y  saw a person g e t  
the  s h i t  kicked ou t  of him. I t  made me ill and I went back 
t o  my p o s i t i o n  and s tayed t h e r e  f o r  the  r e s t  of t h e  day. 

Q . What p a r t s  of t h e  body w a s  t h e  f i e l d  telephone
connected to?  

A .  I ' m  n o t  sure .  I wasn ' t  t h a t  c l o s e  up, bu t  I 
th ink  it was connected t o  h i s  nuts .  I j u s t  saw t h e  wires  
going from the  f i e l d  telephone t o  him and everytime they 
would crank it he would scream. 

Q Do you remember i f  one of the  American i n t e r r o g a t o r s  
was t h e  same Captain t h a t  you had t o l d  us--

A.  ( In te rpos ing)  I b e l i e v e  t h i s  one was an e n l i s t e d  
man. I be l i eve  he was an NCO. I t ' s  no t  c l e a r  i n  my mind, 
b u t  I d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  .he was an o f f i c e r .  

COL WILSON: Let m e  catch up with you here .  

O n  p o i n t  11. "The n igh t  defens ive  p o s i t i o n  
18  and 1 9  March. Received mortar f i r e  a s  of 0200  hours. 
Saw muzzle f l a s h e s .  Accompanied p a t r o l  and found mortar 
p o s i t i o n  on the  morning of 1 9  March. " 

Where were the  VC suspects?  

A. Evidenta l ly  they came from t h e  group of people 
t h a t  we had gathered up t h e  day before.  
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Q So they  were i n  t h e  pe r ime te r?  

A. Y e s ,  sir.  They were i n  t h e  pe r ime te r  when w e  g o t  
mortared,  I t h i n k  t h e r e  w a s  a t o t a l  of seven of  them because 
t h e  weapons squad was t a k i n g  t u r n s  guard ing  them dur ing  t h e  
n i g h t .  

Q a W e  a r e  s t i l l  on p o i n t  11 which i s  t h e  pe r ime te r .  
"TWO VC s u s p e c t s  w e r e  t o r t u r e d , "  r i g h t ?  

A .  This  w a s  a f t e r  w e  w e r e  mortared on t h e  n e x t  
morning. 

Q T h e  19 th?  

A.  Y e s ,  sir. 

Q This  was done by U . S .  i n t e r r o g a t o r s ?  

A. And Vietnamese i n t e r r o g a t o r s .  

Q .  - Working t o g e t h e r ?  

A,  Working t o g e t h e r .  Y e s ,  sir.  

Q. What happened a f t e r  t h e  t o r t u r e ?  What d i d  you 
see a f t e r  t h e  VC s u s p e c t s  w e r e  t o r t u r e d ?  

A. A f t e r  I s a w  what I desc r ibed  I went back t o  my 
p o s i t i o n .  I remained t h e r e  f o r  t h e  rest of the day. 

Q.  What e l s e  happened? Did anyth ing  else happen 
from t h e  t i m e  t h a t  you saw t h i s  i n t e r r o g a t i o n  t o  t h e  t i m e  
you were e x t r a c t e d ?  

A. Not t o  my knowledge, o r  n o t  t h a t  I can remember. 

MR WALSH: D o  you- remember where you were e x t r a c t e d ?  

A.  I t h i n k  w e  w e r e  e x t r a c t e d  o f f  t h e  beach. 

Q - Do you remember what t i m e  of day it was, approxi-
mately?  

A .  About 1500 .  
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A. It looks l i k e  me. No. I t  i s  not  me. I t  might 
be SP4 LINKOUS? . 

A .  This one i s  one .of t h e  i n t e r p r e t e r s .  

Q. One of the  i n t e r p r e t e r s .  What do you mean? 

A. I remember see ing  him as  an i n t e r p r e t e r ,  but  I 
c a n ' t  remember where it was. 

Q. Was t h i s  man involved i n  any of t h e  a c t i o n s  t h a t  
you descr ibed? 

A. I c a n ' t  say so.  

Q Was he involved i n  any of t h e  ac t ions  of t h e  
p r i soners  o r  t h e  t o r t u r i n g  p a r t  of i t ?  

A. No, s i r ,  because t h e  one t h a t  d id  t h a t  had on a 
bush ha t .  H e  d i d n ' t  have on a s t e e l  h a t .  

Q Could t h i s  man have been a National  Policeman as  
opposed t o  an ARVN? 

A. Poss ib ly .  Yes, sir. 

MR WALSH: Did he have a uniform on? 

A. Yes. He had on f a t i g u e s .  He d i d n ' t  have a s t e e l  
pot .  

COL WILSON: P-22? 

A. The same as a l l  Vietnamese, s ir .  I d o n ' t  know 
him, bu t  I suppose I could have fo rgo t t en .  You see  one 
Vietnamese and you've seen them a l l  e s p e c i a l l y  t h e  o l d  ones. 
They a l l  have white  beards,  bu t  t o  say t h a t  I have seen t h i s  
p a r t i c u l a r  man I would have t o  say t h a t  I d o n ' t  remember. 

A. Captain MICHLES. 
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p u t  about  PO rounds i n  t h e  area. I t h i n k  t h e  "Spooky" w a s  up 
t h e r e  f o r  a h a l f  an  hour  and expended a l l  of  h i s  ammunition. 
W e  dug i n  deep f o r  t h e  r e s t  of the n i g h t .  The nex t  morning, 
Capta in  MICHLES, t h e  CO, came up t o  my p o s i t i o n  and a p p a r e n t l y  
I w a s  t h e  on ly  one t h a t  had s e e n  t h e  muzzle f l a s h  from t h e  
mor ta r .  He asked m e  t o  p o i n t  o u t  t o  him where it w a s  and I 
t o l d  him I thought  it was r i g h t  s t r a i g h t  o u t ,  about  125 t o  
150 meters .  H e  s e n t  a squad down t h a t  way w i t h  two o f  t h e  
p r i s o n e r s .  One of t h e  men who was k i l l e d  t h a t  n i g h t  was a 
very good f r i e n d  of my squad l e a d e r ,  Se rgean t  LIAS. We used 
them f o r  human mine d e t e c t o r s  and w e  found where t hey  had se t  
t h e  mor t a r  on t h e  ground because you could  s e e  where t h e  
mount was i n  t h e  ground. Also you could  see where their f o o t  
p r i n t s  had come up t o  t h a t  a r e a  and d i d n ' t  go any f u r t h e r  and 
then  they  went back.  There was no s i g n s  of  any of  them h i t .  
W e  took two p r i s o n e r s  down i n  t h i s  g e n e r a l  a r e a  and s t a r t e d  
s e a r c h i n g  o u t  t h e  a r e a .  This  i s  where I wi tnes sed  one what 
you might c a l l  an a t r o c i t y .  Se rgean t  LIAS j u s t  l o s t  h i s  
head and was a very good f r i e n d  of  t h e  man t h a t  w a s  k i l l e d  
t h e  n i g h t  b e f o r e  and he  t o o k - h i s  r i f l e  and used t h e  b u t t  o f  
it t o  b e a t  one of t h e  p r i s o n e r s .  M e  had t o  be  f o r c i b l y  de-
t a i n e d  and p u l l e d  o f f .  We brought  t h e  p r i s o n e r s  back up and 
w e  c o u l d n ' t  f i n d  anyth ing .  We g o t  back up h e r e  and w e  w e r e  
i n  t h i s  a r e a  l a t e r  on and they  had a ARVN i n t e r p r e t e r ,  V i e t -
namese i n t e r p r e t e r  who was Popular  Forces  o r  Na t iona l  P o l i c e  I 

q u e s t i o n i n g  t h e s e  two p r i s o n e r s  t h a t  w e  had t aken  e a r l i e r  
t h a t  morning. These men w e r e  be ing  t o r t u r e d .  

Q. How w e r e  t hey  be ing  t o r t u r e d ?  

A .  They had a f i e l d  te lephone  and they  had t w o  w i r e s  
l e a d i n g ,  I t h i n k  they  had them a t t a c h e d  t o  h i s  n u t s .  I ' m  n o t  
s u r e ,  b u t  I t h i n k  and every t ime  t h e y  would crank it t h e  guy 
would scream. The Vietnamese i n t e r p r e t e r  g o t  one of  them and 
knocked him down and s t a r t e d  k i c k i n g  him i n  t h e  s m a l l  of h i s  
back i n  t h e  area of h i s  k idneys  and t h e  man s h i t  a l l  over  
h imse l f .  This  made me k ind  of ill s o  I went back t o  my pos i -
t i o n  f o r  t h e  rest  of t h e  day u n t i l  we were e x t r a c t e d  l a te r  on 
t h a t  af  t e rnoon  . 
Q. What d i d  t hey  do w i t h  t h e s e  people?  

A. The people  t h a t  t hey  ga the red  up i n  t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

Q The p r i s o n e r s ?  
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A. I have no i d e a ,  s i r .  I d o n ' t  know whether they 
e x t r a c t e d  them o r  what. I d i d n ' t  s e e .  I was on t h e  o t h e r  
s i d e  of  t h e  per imeter  and they were back a ways. 

Q Did you ever  s e e  them g e t  s h o t  o r  anything? 

A .  .They were t o r t u r e d .  They were being ques t ioned,  
b u t  it was s t i l l  t o r t u r e .  

. Q *  Was t h i s  a U . S .  o r  American i n d i v i d u a l ?  

A. Yes. An American i n d i v i d u a l  and a Vietnamese 
i n d i v i d u a l  toge the r  working a s  a team and ques t ioning  t h i s  
person. I t  was an American t h a t  was t u r n i n g  t h e  crank on 
t h e  telephone. 

Q Was he an o f f i c e r ?  

A. I b e l i e v e  i t  was an NCO, s ir .  I 'm n o t  r e a l l y  s u r e .  
I c a n ' t  remember. 

Q Was he p a r t  of t h e  company? 

A .  No, s i r .  He was one of t h e  ones t h a t  was brought 
i n .  

Q When was he brought i n ?  

A .  It was a f t e r  we g o t  mortared. I d o n ' t  remember 
e x a c t l y  when they came i n .  I know he wasn ' t  a member of our  
company. 

Q Do you remember whether he was an o f f i c e r  o r  an 
NCO? 

A. No, s i r .  It seems t o  me t h a t  it was an NCO, b u t  
I can 't remember f o r  s u r e .  

(The I0 shows t h e  wi tness  E x h i b i t  P-21.) 

This i s  n o t  the  man t h a t  was m i s t r e a t i n g  him 
unless  he had another  h a t  because t h e  one t h a t  was k icking  
this pr i soner  had on a bush h a t .  Like I was t e l l i n g  Colonel 
WILSON, most of t h e s e  Vietnamese i n  uniform look t h e  same t o  
me. I cou ldn ' t  t e l l  one of them from t h e  o t h e r .  They have no 
d i s t i n g u i s h i n g  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s .  I ' v e  seen t h i s  man be fo re ,  
b u t  I c a n ' t  remember where. I don1t know i f  he was one of 
t h e  i n t e r p r e t e r s  o r  what. I do remember h i s  f a c e ,  b u t  I d o n ' t  
know what capac i ty  he was i n .  
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Q Do you recognize any of these  i n d i v i d u a l s  a s  being
t h e r e ?  

A .  The guy wi th  t h e  receding ha i r - - I  c a n ' t  remember. 
where. 

Q How about t h i s  i n d i v i d u a l  (po in t ing  t o  Exh ib i t  P-53)? 

A .  No, sir .  

Q Could he be t h e  one with t h e  receding h a i r l i n e ?  

A .  Poss ib ly .  I d o n ' t  remember h i s  f a c i a l  f e a t u r e s .  
2 

(The I0 shows t h e  wi tness  Exhib i t  P-52.) 

I remember him because of t h e  eyebrows. 

Q Was he on t h e  beach someplace? 

A .  I d o n ' t  remember, s ir .  I remember see ing  h i s  
f a c e  because t o  me he looked s o r t  o f - p u g i l i s t i c .  H e  looks 
l i k e  he might have been a f i g h t e r  a t  sometime. 

(The I0 hands t h e  wi tness  P-3. ) 

Q Look a t  t h i s  p i c t u r e .  Do you recognize t h i s  
i n d i v i d u a l ?  

A. Not wi th  h i s  head down l i k e  t h a t .  No, s ir .  

(The I0 hands t h e  wi tness  Exhib i t  P-13.) 

Q • That looks l i k e  t h e  same i n d i v i d u a l  t h a t  we have 
h e r e  (po in t ing  . t o  t h e  t h i r d  i n d i v i d u a l  from t h e  r i g h t  of 
t h e  photo) . 
A.  To t h e  b e s t  of my knowledge I have n o t  seen t h a t  
man. 

(The I 0  hands t h e  wi tness  Exh ib i t  P-149 .) 

On second thought,  I th ink  t h i s  i s  one of t h e  
guys I saw being t o r t u r e d .  I t  looks an awful l o t  l i k e  him. 
I t  seems t o  s t i c k  o u t  i n  my mind. 
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Q And t h i s  i s  P-236. 

A. (Examining E x h i b i t  P-2 36) I don 't remember see ing  
t h i s  one. 

Q Okay. The phctograph which yoc do remember s e e i n g
i s  a photograph of Sergeant  M I E N ,  M-I-E-N, which i s  E x h i b i t  
P-235. Now you say  t h a t  you c a n ' t  remember t h e  c i rcumstances  
under which you saw t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  r e f l e c t e d  i n  t h i s  photograph? 

A. N O ,  s ir .  

Q Did you r e c a l l  any mis t rea tment  cf VC s u s p e c t s
du r ing  t h i s  o p e r a t i o n ?  

A. Yes, s i r .  

Q- Was t h i s  mis t rea tment  based on t h e  r e s u l t  of  
American o r  Vietnamese a c t i o n s ?  

A.  On bo th  working t o g e t h e r .  

Q A 1 1  r i g h t .  Does t h i s  photograph i n  any way b r i n g
back--can you a s s o c i a t e  t h i s  photograph i n  any way w i t h  t h e  
mis t rea tment  of  Vietnamese s u s p e c t s ?  

A.  No, sir, n o t  p o s i t i v e l y ,  sir.  

Q A l l  r i g h t .  M r .  MICHENER, i n  your  p rev icus  t e a t i -
mony, t h e  q u e s t i o n  was asked,  "While you w e r e  a t  t h e  b r i d g e  you 
hea rd  t h a t  a woman and s e v e r a l  people  had been k i l l e d  running 
o u t  o f  some hootches?"  Your answer w a s ,  "Yes, n o t  more than  
100 meters  away they  were s p r a y i n g  t h e  a r e a  w i t h  machinegun 
f i r e  and au tomat ic  weapons f i r e .  Thesc people  were running o u t  
of  hootches ,  and they  supposedly mowed them down. I d i d n ' t  see 
it, b u t  it was a rumor t h a t  1 hea rd . "  You say  t h i s  was about 
100 meters  from where you were l o c a t e d ?  

A. I ' d  say  approximately ,  y e s ,  sir.  

Q. Then t h e r e  must have been something t h a t  o b s t r u c t e d  
your  view? 

A. There  was. There was some t r e e s ,  and it was ove r ,  
l i k e ,  where t h e  b r i d g e  w a s  now, and it w a s  on up t h e  t r a i l  and 
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t h e r e  a t  t h e  br idge .  Do you remember anything unusual happen-
ing  t h a t  n igh t?  

A ,. That n igh t?  

Q • Yes. 

A. Well, I guess it was t h e  same n i g h t  when M I L U S  
go t  k i l l e d .  

Q - No, t h e  n i g h t  before .  You d o n ' t  remember anything 
unusual t h a t  n i g h t .  The next  day you got  up and went nor th  
and passed t h a t  br idge  aga in ,  where you came o v e r ,  picked up 
t h e  3d Platoon. They had found about 3 , 0 0 0  pounds of r i c e  
up t h e r e  t h a t  morning? I d o n k t  know whether you knew about 
t h i s  o r  no t .  You went on up t o  a b i g  v i l l a g e  up t h e r e  and 
rounded up a whole bunch of people.  A medical team was brought 
i n  t h e r e .  I suppose t h e r e  were some i n t e r p r e t e r s  brought i n  
too .  I wonder i f  you r e c a l l  what happened t h a t  day? This is  
t h e  day MILUS got k i l l e d .  There was a l o t  of  searching  going 
on, b u t  I donrt know what. t h e  2d Platoon w a s  doing? 

A. I d i d n ' t  hear  about t h a t ,  no t  r i c e .  

That ' s  no t  important .  What I w a s  t r y i n g  t o  doQ 
was f i n d  out  what happened a f t e r  you got  up t h e r e  i n  t h a t  
v i l l a g e  o r  a f t e r  you go t  up t h e r e  where a l l  t h e s e  people 
were rounded up. There were about 'a thousand people up 
t h e r e  t h a t  were brought down t o  t h e  beach. The medical 
team brought---took them over .  There could have been some 
i n t e r r o g a t i o n s  going on. 

A.  I f  i t ' s  t h e  same day t h a t  t h i s  Vietnamese came 
and some o t h e r  G I  w i th  him, I guess he was an i n t e r r o g a t o r .  
They had a l o t  o f ,  you know, young guys. Not a l o t  of them, 
I d o n ' t  know how many t h e r e  were. They s t a r t e d  t o  i n t e r r o -
g a t e  them, you know. 

Q Yes. a 

A.  And I guess they had a b a t t e r y  of  some type .  

Q Hooked up t h e  wires? 

A. Yes. 
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Q Was this done on t h e  beach o r  was it done a t  t h e  
CP? -

A. I know it was c l o s e  t o  t h e  beach because one 
Vietnamese had t o  go wash h i s  pants  o r  something. 

Q. From t h a t  wire  o r  from g e t t i n g  kicked around? 

A. I guess  it w a s  from t h e  w i r e .  

Q. How d i d  t h e  w i r e  do t h a t ?  Did you s e e  him g e t t i n g
bea t  up? 

A. To t e l l  t h e  t r u t h ,  I saw them g e t  b e a t  up by t h e  
,Vietnamese i n t e r r o g a t o r .  I saw them, bu t  I d o n ' t  remember 

a t  t h a t  time. 

Q Do you know whether this guy washed h i s  pants--
do you know whether t h i s  was th.e day before  MILUS was k i l l e d  
ox t h e  morning a f t e r ?  

A. I t h i n k  t h a t  w a s  t h e  morning-.-it was t h e  day 
before.  

. Q. Tke day before  MILUS was k i l l e d ?  

A .  Because when we went and picked up a l l  t hose  
people,  I t h i n k  t h e y  went back. Nobody s tayed i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  
t h a t  day. I t h i n k  we rece ived  a mortar round on t h e  same 
day. But I ' m  p r e t t y  su re  it w a s  t h e  day before MILUS got  
k i l l e d .  

Q. Well , now t h e r e  must have been a number of 
people being i n t e r r o g a t e d  down:there. Did you s e e  t h e  
i n t e r p r e t e r s  abusing t h e  p r i soners?  Did you s e e  them bea t ing  
t h e  p r i s o n e r s  on this day? 

A. I don% r e c a l l .  I know they  put  t h e  wires  on 
them. 

Q- Nho pu t  th.e wire  on them? Was it t h e  Vietnamese? 

A. The Vietnamese. 

we*;? any Americans w i t h  them?Q. 
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Vietnamese be ing  ques t ioned  by t h e  f i r s t  p l a t o o n  (pgs. 11, 
12) . When he  r e t u r n e d  l a t e r  they  were dead (pgs.  11, 17) . 
The bod ie s  were i n  a  p i l e  on t h e  t r a i l  i n  t h e  middle o f  
t h e  v i l l a g e  (pg.  1 7 ) .  There were about  25 t o  30 o l d  men 
and women, young g i r l s  and bab ie s  i n  t h i s  p i l e  (pg.  1 8 )  . 
They had been s h o t  by s m a l l  a r m s  f i r e  (pg. 1 8 ) .  

( 3 )  Persons  MOSS observed shoo t ing .  

MOSS d i d  n o t  know if Serqean t  LACROIX 
p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  t h e  shoo t ing  (pg. 27) . LACROIX w a s  
a t t empt ing  t o  keep up wi th  t h e  squad and he was doing some 
of t h e  s e a r c h i n g  (pgs .  1 0 ,  2 9 ) .  Sergeant  BUCHANON was 
behind t h e  p l a t o o n  (pg.  1 0 )  . MOSS r e c a l l e d  t h a t  h e ,  
BERNHARDT, and B U N N I N G  d i d  n o t  shoo t  anyone (pg. 27) . 

(4)  The p l a toon  c a p t u r e s  some weapons. 

About 1000 hours  pe r sonne l  from t h e  p l a toon  
accompanied BROOKS i n t o  a rice paddy i n  p u r s u i t  o f  VC 
who had been s p o t t e d  by a  h e l i c o p t e r  (pgs .  1 3 ,  2 6 ) .  Only 
two weapons were cap tu red :  an M-1;  and a c a r b i n e  (pg.  26) . 

b. The l and ing  o f  t h e  h e l i c o p t e r .  

MOSS saw a  bubble t ype  h e l i c o p t e r  l a n d  i n  a r i c e  
paddy b e f o r e  noon (pgs. 1 4 ,  1 5 ) . H e  d i d  n o t  know what 
t h e  p i l o t  was do ing ,  b u t  someone s a i d  he  w a s  t r y i n g  t o  
s t o p  what was happening (pg.  1 5 ) .  

c. .The o r d e r  comes t o  s t o p  t h e  shoo t ing .  

A t  approximately  1030 MOSS saw BROOKS p a s s i n g  a long  
an o r d e r  t o  s t o p  f i r i n g  which BROOKS s a i d  w a s  g iven  t o  him 
by MEDINA (pgs .  12 ,  1 3 ) .  By t h e  t i m e  t h i s  o r d e r  w a s  
r ece ived  t h e  p l a toon  was on t h e  o t h e r  s i d e  of t h e  v i l l a g e  
(pg.  1 4 )  . They se t  up a pe r ime te r  and had lunch (pgs .  13 ,  1 4 )  . 

d .  Actions  a f t e r  l e a v i n g  My L a i .  

A f t e r  l e a v i n g  t h e  v i l l a g e  t h e  company moved perhaps  
1500 t o  2000 meters where a pe r ime te r  w a s  set up f o r  t h e  
n i g h t  . (pg. 19)  . H e  saw Na t iona l  P o l i c e  i n t e r r o g a t i n g  some 
persons  whom they  l a te r  k i l l e d  (pg.  19) . H e  t hough t  he  s a w  
BARKER d u r i n g  t h e  a f t e rnoon  (pg.  1 8 ) .  On t h e  1 7 t h  MEADLO 
l o s t  h i s  f o o t  on H i l l  85 (pg.  2 8 ) .  The company moved a lmost  
due s o u t h ,  passed  through s e v e r a l  hamle t s ,  and cap tu red  a 
n u r s e  a t  t h e  mouth of  t h e  Song Tra  Khuc River  (pgs. 27, 28) . 
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A. We moved, I t h i n k  we moved about ,  w e  d i d n ' t  move 
t o o  f a r  from--maybe about--yeah, w e  moved about ,  maybe 1,500 
t o  2,000 meters  from t h i s  p l a c e .  W e  s e t  up a pe r ime te r  and 
w e  s t a y e d  there--wel l  t hey  went out--we went o u t  s ea rch ing  
some o t h e r  p l a c e s ,  b u t  w e  most ly  s t a y e d  t h e r e  t k s  rest of t h e  
t i m e .  

Q During t h a t  a f t e r n o o n ,  d i d  you s e e  any Vietnamese 
Na t iona l  P o l i c e ?  

A. Yes, I d i d .  W e  had some wi th  us. 

Q What w e r e  t hey  doing? 

A. Well,  t hey  were--the ones  I saw were--they had 
some people  they  were i n t e r r o g a t i n g ,  b u t  a f t e r  t hey  g o t  
through i n t e r r o g a t i n g ,  t hey  were k i l l e d ,  too .  

Q Did you s e e  them shoo t  any of t h e s e  s u s p e c t s ?  

A.  I d i d n ' t  s e e  them s h o o t  them, bu t - - I  was s t a n d i n g  
q u i t e  a d i s t a n c e  from them--but they--we were s i t t i n g  down 
e a t i n g  o r  something,  and we hea rd  some s h o t s .  They w e r e n ' t  
t o o  f a r  from u s ,  and we d idn  't s e e  t h e  people  anymore. 

Q - Did you s e e  any o f f i c e r s  around a t  t h i s  t i m e ,  
e i t h e r  from C h a r l i e  Company, o r  Bravo Company, o r  Task Force 
Barker?  

Any o f f i c e r ,  what do you mean, around--

Q ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  With t h e  Vietnamese p o l i c e  a t  t h i s  
t ime ,  around where t h e  i n t e r r o g a t i o n  was going on? 

A.  I know t h e r e  was somebody over  t h e r e ,  b u t  I d o n ' t  
know who w a s  over  t h e r e .  

Q Did you know Captain  KOTOUC, S2 of  Task Force  
Barker?  

A .  No, I d i d  n o t .  

Q How w e l l  d i d  you know Capta in  MEDINA? 

A. Well ,  I joined t h e  company i n  December, and I 
g o t  t o  know him p r e t t y  w e l l .  

Q What k ind  of an o f f i c e r  was he? 
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4 .  INQUIRIES AFTER THE ASSAULT. 

While he  was s u r e  that BARKER met MICHLES when they 
r e t u r n e d  from t h e  f i e l d ,  he d i d  n o t  know what w a s  s a i d  
(pg. 4 8 ) .  H e  knew o f  no i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  o r  i n q u i r i e s  t h a t  
were made o f  t h i s  o p e r a t i o n  (pg.  51) . MUNDY w a s  never  
ques t ioned  about  it and he  knew no one who was (pg. 52) . 
He never  hea rd  any rumors about  c i v i l i a n s  be ing  k i l l e d  
unneces sa r i l y  by e i t h e r  B/4/3 o r  C/1/20 du r ing  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  
(pg.  5 2 ) .  He h a r d  no th ing  l i k e  t h i s  from t h e  aero-scouts  
(pg. 5 2 ) .  H e  w a s  never  t o l d  t o  keep q u i e t  about  it (pg.52) .  

5. OTHER INFORMATION. 

a .  Assessment of  MICHLES. 

MICHLES was a s t r o n g  l e a d e r  whom everyone r e spec t ed  
(pg. 27 ) .  MICHLES would n o t  have s t o o d  f o r  d i sobedience  
t o  h i s  o r d e r s  (pg. 27) . 

A t t i t u d e  of  t h e  men. 

The men were very subdued du r ing  t h e  t ime he 
accompanied t h e  o p e r a t i o n  because o f  t h e  dea th  o f  COCHRAN 
(pg. 40). 

c. Bodv count  SOP. 

MUNDY thought  t h a t  an o f f i c e r  had t o  p h y s i c a l l y  see 
a body b e f o r e  it could be  counted (pgs .  4 1 ,  4 2 ) .  However, 
he  a d m i t t e d ' t h a t  t ime-d is tance  problems made it neces sa ry  
t h a t  someone's word as t o  bodi:es be  accep ted  a t  a c e r t a i n  
p o i n t  (pg. 43) . 

d. Mist reatment  o f  c i v i l i a n s .  

H e  neve r  hea rd  any complaints  about  B Company's 
t r e a t m e n t  d women (pg. 4 9 )  . Although he  hea rd  t h a t  ARVN 
p o l i c e  used t o r t u r e  wh i l e  i n t e r r o g a t i n g  d e t a i n e e s ,  he was 
n o t  f a m i l i a r  w i t h  any p a r t i c u l a r  i n c i d e n t  (pg. 4 9 ) .  While 
he  hea rd  r e p o r t s  t h a t  members o f  B Company b e a t  up PW's, 
h e  could  n o t  r e l a t e  it t o  t h i s  o p e r a t i o n  (pgs .  4 9 ,  5 0 ) .  
H e  knew no th ing  about  CONGLETON's technique  o f  i n t e r r o g a t i n g  
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s u s p e c t s  (pg. 5 0 ) .  H e  h e a r d  some comments t h a t  Na t iona l  
P o l i c e  s h o t  some s u s p e c t s ,  b u t  t h e  comment d i d  n o t  mention 
f i v e  o r  six d e t a i n e e s  be ing  s h o t  by t h e  Nat iona l  P o l i c e  a t  
t h e  l a a g e r  s i t e  on 1 6  March (pg. 5 0 ) .  

e .  Use o f  mar i juana .  

While mar i juana  was used i n  t h e  company, he  had 
no reason t o  b e l i e v e  t h a t  it was used on o p e r a t i o n s  
(pg. 53) 
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MR 	 WALSII: I t a k e  i t  t h a t  you never  'heard  any rumors o r  any 
r e p o r t s  of any th ing  unusual happening on t h i s  ope ra t ion?  

A.  No, s i r .  

Q- Except when it came o u t  i n  t h e  p r e s s ?  

A. No, sir.  I f e e l  t h a t  I would have i f  i t  had hap- 
pened. I probzbly s h o u l d n ' t  make t h a t  s t a t e m e n t ,  because t h e  
p r e s s  makes it look p r e t t y  bad f o r  t h e  u n i t  involved .  

Q- How long  were you w i t h  B/4/3 a f t e r  t h i s  o p e r a t i o n ?  

A .  A f t e r  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  I l e f t  Vietnam about  t h e  2 0 t h  
of June.  

Q . Did you e v e r  h e a r  of  any people  i n  t h e  company 
be ing  reprimanded o r  any complaints  be ing  made w i t h  r e s p e c t  
t o  t h e  company's t r e a t m e n t - o f  Vietnamese women? 

A. No, sir.  Never any complaints  whatsoever .  I ' m  
q u i t e  s u r e  I would have heard  of t h o s e .  I know t h a t  some of  
t h e  men, I b e l i e v e  t h a t  was in - -don ' t  q u o t e  me, b u t  I be-
l i e v e  it was i n  C/4/3, had some problems on t h e  o t h e r  s i d e  
of  Highway 1 concerning r a p e ,  e t  c e t e r a ,  o r  a t t empted  r a p e ,  

. 	 b u t  never  anyth ing  i n  ou r  area. I know tha t  t h e  second t i m e  
I had t h e  company, I was o u t  and t h e r e  was a g r e a t  p o s s i b i -  
l i t y  of  g e t t i n g  mortared.  W e  were i n  t h a t  g e n e r a l  a r e a .  W e  
had t o  l a a g e r  i n  a v i l l a g e ,  and it was q u i t e  h e a v i l y  popu- 
l a t e d  wi th  women and c h i l d r e n .  I t  d i d n ' t  t a k e  any s p e c i a l  
i n s t r u c t i o n s  on my p a r t  t o  round them up i n  a  hootch and 

. 	 guard them w i t h o u t  any m o l e s t a t i o n  o r  any appa ren t  harassment .  

Q *  Did you e v e r  h e a r  any r e p o r t s  o r  s t o r i e s  of e i t h e r  
t h e  p o l i c e ,  o r  ARVN i n t e r p r e t e r s ,  o r  peop le  i n  t h e  company us ing  
t o r t u r e  whi le  i n t e r r o g a t i n g  d e t a i n e e s ?  

A 	 I hea rd  comments t h a t  t h e  ARVN p o l i c e  d id  on oc- 
c a s i o n ,  b u t  I ' m  n o t  r e a l l y  f a m i l i a r  w i t h  any p a r t i c u l a r  i n -  
cident. 


Q. Did you e v e r  h e a r  r e p o r t s  o f  people  i n  t h e  company 
a t t a c h e d  t o  t h e  company, b e a t i n g  up p r i s o n e r s  w h i l e  i n t e r r o -  
g a t i n g  them? 

A.  Y e s ,  sir. 

Q. Can you r e l a t e  any of  t h o s e  r e p o r t s  of  t h i s  opera-  
t i o n ?  
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A .  Not i n  p a r t i c u l a r .  

Q Well, d id  you ever  h e a r  any s t o r i e s  about t h e  
methods used by now M r .  COfJGLETON i n  i n t e r r o g a t i n g  p r i soners?  

A.  
I 

Not about CONGLETON, no, s i r .  

Q How about t h e  lJationa1 Po l i ce  t h a t  were along wi th  
B Company on t h e  opera t ion  of 1 6  through 19 March? Did you 
hear  anything about them? 

A. J u s t  general. comments. I don ' t know about any 
p a r t i c u l a r  i n c i d e n t s  o r  what they a c t u a l l y  d i d  o r  might 
have done. 

Q DO genera l  comments inc lude  shoot ing  t h e  de ta inees?  

A. I heard comments t o  t h a t  e f f e c t  a t  one t ime.  

Q =  Did t h e  comments involve t h e  National Po l i ce  shoot ing  
f i v e  o r  s i x  de ta inees  i n  t h e  l a a g e r  a r e a  on t h e  n i g h t  of  t h e  
16 th ,  be fo re  you joined t h e  company. t h e  n e x t  day? 

A. NO, sir.  

LTC NOLL: Was B Company ever  detached from Task Force Barker 
and went back t o  B / 4 / 3  before  Task Force Barker was disbanded? 

A. Yes, s i r ,  one t ime. 

Q Do you r e c a l l  'what d a t e  t h i s  was? W a s  it a f t e r  t h e  . 
opera t ion  o r  before?  

A. Well, it was when Sergeant WYATT g o t  k i l l e d .  They 
were i n  a  blocking p o s i t i o n  nor th  of--if I had a map, I could 
probably show you. 

Q. What w a s  t h e  s t r e n g t h  of your company? What por-
t i o n  of t h e  company was used t o  support  t h e  elements i n  t h e  
f i e l d ?  What was your near  support  se tup?  

A.  I had r e a l l y  two cont ingents ,  people t h a t  I had 
permanently assigned t o  me t h a t  were always back i n  t h a t  
a r e a ,  and then  t r a n s i e n t s .  I t ' s  probably people t h a t  were 
wounded o r  some o t h e r  reason f o r  being back t h e r e .  Offhand, 
I had down a t  Duc Pho--and you've got  a l l  t h e  names--Sergeant 
QUALE was my supply s e r g e a n t ,  HUDNUTT was t h e  company c l e r k .  
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A. No, sir. 

Q - Do you have hny knowledge of  U.S., o r  ARVN, o r  
Nat ional  Po l i ce  t o r t u r i n g  VC suspects  o r  p r i s o n e r s  on t h i s  
opera t ion?  

A .  P o l i c e ,  yes ,  s i r .  

Q- Summarize t h a t  f o r  m e ,  w i l l  you? 

A. Well, I don ' t  have any p a r t i c u l a r  i n s t a n c e s  i n  mind, 
b u t  genera l ly  they were known t o  be very tough and would re-
s o r t  t o  j u s t  about anything. 

Q. I mean on t h i s  opera t ion?  

A. No p a r t i c u l a r  ins t ance  on t h i s  opera t ion .  They 
were t h e r e ,  t h e  two of them, and they  were r e f e r r e d  t o  a s  
being capab'le of doing j u s t  about anything of  t h a t  na tu re .  
But a s  f a r  a s  them a c t u a l l y  doing anything,  t h i s  wasn ' t  
brought o u t .  

MR WALSH: Do you remember i f  one of t h e  ~ a e i o n a lPo l i ce  on 
t h i s  opera t ion  had very pronounced s c a r  on t h e  le f t -hand s i d e  
of h i s  face?  

A. No, s i r ,  I wouldn't .  

COL WILSON: Do you have any f u r t h e r  testimony? Do you have 
any. s ta tements  t o  make? 

A.  Well, j u s t  tha t ' ,  a s  I s t a t e d ,  I ' v e  been with B 
Company s i n c e  it was formed and was i n  Hawaii f o r  a t o t a l  of  
2 yea r s  and never l e f t  t h e  company. A s  I s t a t e d ,  I went t o  
OCS wi th  t h e  major i ty  of t h e  s e n i o r  l i e u t e n a n t s ,  f i r s t  l i e u -
t e n a n t s ,  and I kneG? everyone, a l l  t h e  l?CO1s and everyone on 
t h i s  r o s t e r  q u i t e  we l l .  I t  seems t o  me i f  t h i s  d i d  occur ,  I 
would have heard about it. 

Q I f  what d id  occur? 

A. I f  t h i s  l i t t l e  i n c i d e n t  would have occurred ,  I 
would have heard about it. 
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group had a j o i n t  l a a g e r  p o s i t i o n  wi th  Char l i e  Company. 
Af te r  moving through t h a t  l i t t l e  v i l l a g e  t h a t  you desc r ibed ,  
then meeting up wi th  Char l i e  Company. Do you have any re-
c o l l e c t i o n  of t h a t ?  

A. No, sir.  The only time I remember l i n k i n g  with 
them i s  t h e  n i g h t  we got  mortared. This i s  around a secured 
a r e a ,  l i k e .  

Q A l l  r i g h t .  Well, do you have any r e c o l l e c t i o n  of 
your being a t  your l a a g e r ,  t h e  f i r s t  n i g h t  of your opera t ion?  

A. No, s i r ,  I c a n ' t  remember who we--I d o n ' t  even 
remember whereabouts we--

Q - ( In te rpos ing)  Do you remember some Vietnamese 
National  P o l i c e  be ing  i n  t h e  a rea  ques t ioning  p r i soners?  

A. N O ,  s i r ,  I d o n ' t .  

Q- Do you remember hea r ing  t h a t  t h e  Nat ional  Po l i ce  
had executed some p r i s o n e r s  i n  t h e  l a a g e r  a r e a  t h a t  n i g h t ?  

A. No, s ir .  

Q Do you remember hear ing  anything about an American 
cap ta in  c u t t i n g  o f f  t h e  f i n g e r  of one of t h e  Vietnamese i n  
t h e  l a a g e r  a r e a ?  

A. No, s i r ,  I 'm almost s u r e  I d i d n ' t  remember t h a t ,  
i f  it happened. 

Q Don' t have any r e c o l l e c t i o n ?  

A. No, sir. 

Q. W e l l ,  you j u s t  d o n ' t  then  have anything t h a t  
s t i c k s  i n  your mind about t h e  f i r s t  day of t h e  opera t ion ,  
t h a t  seems a t  a11 unusual? 

A. No, sir ,  not  t h a t  I can r e c a l l .  

COL WILSON: When you l e f t  t h e  a i r c r a f t  d i d  you rece ive  any 
f i r e  from t h e  ground? 

A. You mean when we f i r s t  l e f t  Uptight? Yes, sir.  
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Q W e l l ,  l e t  me h e a r  w h a t ' s  a t  t h e  b o r d e r l i n e .  I ' d  
s ay  anyth ing  you do t o  a p r i s o n e r  which i s n ' t  i n  accordance 
w i t h  t h e  Geneva Convention i s  mis t r ea tmen t .  There ' s only  
c e r t a i n  t h i n g s  you can do wi th  them. Bea t ing  them up i s  m i s -
t r e a t m e n t ,  k i c k i n g  them around,  shoo t ing  them., t o r t u r i n g  them. 

A. I never  had anyth ing  r e a l l y  t o  do w i t h  what you 
c a l l  i n t e r r o g a t i n g  them o r  whatever  it is .  

Q. No, I know, b u t  I 'm ask ing  you i f  you e v e r  h e a r d  
of any th ing  on t h i s  o p e r a t i o n ,  o f  any mis t r ea tmen t  of V i e t -
namese s u s p e c t s ,  p r i s o n e r s  o r  Vietnamese i n  g e n e r a l  by U.S. 
o r  ARVN m i l i t a r y  o r  Vietnamese Na t iona l  P o l i c e ?  

A. W e l l ,  I heard  t h a t  some o f  them b e a t  them up a 
l i t t l e  b i t .  I d i d n ' t  a c t u a l l y  s e e  i t  myse l f ,  s o  I c a n ' t  
s ay .  A s  f a r  a s  I know it might j u s t  be  a rumor, t o o .  

(2. Where d i d  t h i s  happen? Did t h i s  happen up i n  t h a t  
a r e a  t o  t h e  n o r t h ?  

A. I t h i n k  it happened t h e  morning a f t e r  - w e  g o t  mor-
t a r e d ,  I guess .  I d o n ' t  a c t u a l l y  r e m e d e r ,  because  a s  I s a i d  
I d i d n ' t  see any o f  it. 

Q Did you s e e  t h o s e  two p r i s o n e r s  t h a t  w e r e  i n  t h e  
a r e a  t h a t  morning? 

A .  I t h i n k  s o ,  sir.  

Q Were they--they appear  t o  be  a l l  r i g h t  o r  t h e y ' d
been bea t en  up? 

A. To me they  looked okay, I guess ,  i f  I remember 
r i g h t .  

Q I t h i n k  they  even took them o u t  w i t h  them when t h e y  
went back t o  check ove r  t h e  a r e a  where w e  f i r e d  o v e r  du r ing  
t h e  n i g h t .  

Q You d i d n ' t  h e a r  of any Na t iona l  P o l i c e  o r  ARVN 
shoo t ing  p r i s o n e r s ?  

A. I d o n ' t  t h i n k  anybody w a s  s h o t  t h a t  day,  p r i s o n e r s .  
I t h i n k  one p r i s o n e r  was s h o t  a t  because h e  escaped  and I t h i n k  
he  even g o t  away i f  I 'm n o t  mis taken.  I t h i n k  h e  g o t  away. 

(NAVARRE) 34 
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A. I c a n ' t  remember t h a t .  No, sir. 

Q I ' m  n o t  s u r e  whether it took p l a c e ,  b u t  I am bu i ld -
i n g  up f o r  you a hypothesis .  I t  might e x p l a i n  what you were 
doing down t h e r e  s o  f requent ly  and making te lephone c a l l s  
t o  var ious  people and having people come up t o  s e e  you about 
t h i s  time period.  

A. May I ask you a ques t ion ,  s i r ?  

Q Yes. 

A. When d i d  Colonel HUTTER f i r s t  a r r i v e ?  Do you 
know t h e  d a t e  t h a t  he appeared? 

Q I am s u r e  I can give it t o  you, b u t  I won ' t  m i s s  
it by a day o r  two i f  I t e l l  you t h e  1st  of A p r i l ,  

A .  The t h i n g  I remember about.Colone1 HUTTER was h i s  
very f i n e  a t t i t u d e .  He wished t o  e s t a b l i s h  b e t t e r  rappor t  be-
tween t h e  two d i v i s i o n s ,  . b r ing ing  General TOAN with him t o  
t h e  headquarters  and s i t t i n g  i n  on d i v i s i o n  b r i e f i n g s  and 
i n v i t i n g  us down t h e r e .  H e  .was t r y i n g  t o  reopen avenues 
o r  open avenues b e t t e r  then  they had .apparen t ly  e x i s t e d  i n  
t h e  p a s t .  I t  was a genuine and a very f i n e  e f f o r t  on h i s  
p a r t .  I remember t h i s ,  n o t  i n  d e t a i l ,  bu t  s o r t  of p r i d e  i n  
what he was doing and t h e  s a t i s f a c t i o n  on a l l  our p a r t s .  
T h a t ' s  t h e - o n l y  explanat ion  t h a t  I can give f o r  v i s i t s  and 
I d o n l t  r e c a l l  how many. A t  t h e  time Colone1,HUTTER took 
over  .. I don.'t know how soon he s t a r t e d  t h i s  , whether it 
was immediately o r  whether he had t o  work up t o  it, o r  what. 

Q He i n d i c a t e d  it was sometime--as a mat ter  of f a c t ,  
he was a t  a  s tandoff  with t h e  d2vision commander f o r  a  per iod  
of two and one-half o r  t h r e e  months, which was q u i t e  d i f f e r e n t  
from Colonel ULSAKER who had been a very c l o s e  and immediate 
personal  f r i e n d  of Colonel TOAN. 

A. I ' m  s u r e  t h a t  wasn ' t  Colonel HUTTER1s f a u l t  be-
cause he was r e a l l y  working on i t , , o r  I f e l t  he w a s .  That 
was my impression. He d id  come up t o  see '  u s .  
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Now, I d o n ' t  t h ink  you have t o  read too  c a r e f u l l y .  There is 
one s t r ange  t h i n g  i n  t h i s  paper ,  which i s  why one of the  in-
d i v i d u a l s  remembers see ing  t h i s  paper and t h a t  i s :  t h i s  is  
t a l k i n g  about opera t ions  i n  Quang Ngai Province.  I n  the  
f i r s t  paragraph you w i l l  n o t i c e  t h a t  it says t h e  3d Brigade 
of the 82d Divis ion.  

A, Yes, sir. 

Q. 
Ngai. 

The 3d of t h e  82d was no where near  Quang
This w a s  t h e  o p e r a t i o n a l  a r e a  of the  America1 Divis ion.  

We're t a l k i n g  about Son My Vi l l age ,  nor theas t  of Quang Ngai. 
Do you remember see ing  t h i s  paper i n  the  headquar ters?  

A. No; sir.  I c a n ' t  remember see ing  t h i s .  I 
might have. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  it. 

Q. W e l l ,  i f  you've seen a paper l i k e  th i s - -  

A. ( In te rpos ing)  . I r e a l l y  d o n ' t  t h i n k  so because 
t h i s  looks a l l  new t o  me. I don 't r e c a l l  having . seen it. 

Q. The n o t i c e  concerns,  "Crimes Committed by the  
U.S. I m p e r i a l i s t s  and Their  Lackeys who Ki l l ed  more than 
500 C i v i l i a n s  a t  Tinh Khe (V) and Son Tinh ( D ) . "  

A. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  t h a t  I have read very many propa- 
ganda papers a t  a l l .  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  see ing  t h i s ,  sir. 

QI I ' l l  show you one o t h e r  p iece  of paper which may 
conceivably have reached d i v i s i o n  headquarters .  This is a 
r e p o r t  by Census Grievance cadremen, da ted  18 March 1968. 
Before I show you t h i s  paper ,  which i n c i d e n t a l l y  has been 
entered  i n t o  the  record as  Exhib i t  M-31, I w i l l  ask you are 
you f a m i l i a r  with t h e  RD cadre o rgan iza t ion ,  Revolutionary 
Development Cadre? 

A. I know a l i t t l e  b i t  about it, yes ,  sir.  

Q . Are you fami l ia r  with t h e i r  census gr ievance team 
t h a t  they had i n  each of these  cadre teams? 

A. yes ,  sir. 
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General KOSTER departed HERRIS took t h i s  f i l e  and turned it 
over t o  you, and t h a t  he s a i d  is t h e  l a s t  he saw of it. Now, . 
do you r e c a l l  what happened t o  t h a t  f i l e ?  

A. No, sir. I d o n ' t  recal l  r ece iv ing  it ,  Was I under 
i n s t r u c t i o n s  t o  m a i l  it t o  him? Was t h a t  t h e  i n t e n t ?  

Q I do n o t  know. HERRIS was going on leave  and he 
knew the  new s e c r e t a r y  would be coming i n ,  so he turned t h e  
f i l e  over  t o  you perhaps f o r  sending t o  General KOSTER or  
perhaps f o r  use by the  incoming commanding genera l .  Do you 
remember j u s t  a f o l d e r  with s e v e r a l  papers  and documents and 
so f o r t h  i n  i t ?  

A. No, sir. The only f o l d e r  t h a t '  I can remember is a 
wri teup on t h e  opera t ion  of Kham Duc, the  eva lua t ion  of Kham 
Duc. I t  was such a remarkable opera t ion  t a c t i c a l l y  speaking. 
I d o n ' t  know i f  you ' re  f a m i l i a r  with it--

Q. ( In te rpos ing)  I wondered a t  your use of the  
word remarkable, b u t  I know it i s  something which would 
s t i c k  i n  your mind. 

A .  . W e l l ,  what 's  remarkable about it t o  me was a 
. u n i t  withdrew f r o m  what amounts t o  an a i rhead  under d i r e c t  

f i r e  wi th  t h e  enemy r i g h t  around t h e i r  per imeter ,  s o l e l y  with 
A i r  Force f i r e  support .  I t  was a magnificent e x e r c i s e  and 
it w a s  so much s o  t h a t  I go t  the  h i s t o r i a n  and t h e  informa-
tion o f f i c e r ,  I t h i n k ,  and a few o t h e r s  t o g e t h e r  and had them 
go i n t e r r o g a t e  people and f i n d  o u t  what they could about it i n  
s o r t  of an S. L. A. MARSHALL type approach on a modest s c a l e  
and p u t  t h i s  toge the r .  The dec i s ion  w a s  made by t h e  CG t h a t  
we shou ldn ' t  t u r n  t h i s  i n t o  the  MACV h i s t o r i a n ,  a t  l e a s t  a t  
this t ime, because it was a r a t h e r  embarrassing opera t ion  from 
the  p o i n t  of view of having t o  r e t r e a t .  We should hold t h i s  
up f o r  the t ime being. The succeeding d i v i s i o n  commander, 
General GETTYS, I th ink  s o r t  of s u s t a i n e d  t h a t ,  t o  hold it 
f o r  the  time being.  There 's  a  f o l d e r ,  I d o n ' t  know whether I 
gave it t o  t h e  I0 t o  keep o r  what, b u t  we  d idn?  forward t h i s .  
I remember t h a t .  That ' s  t h e  only one I can r e c a l l .  

Q. Well, HERRIS t a l k e d  about p r i v a t e  papers ,  personal  
papers t h a t  General KOSTER had t h a t  were i n  a f o l d e r  which 
he i n  t u r n  turned  over  t o  you. 

A.  For what purpose? Did he say? You don ' t  know i f  
it w a s  t o  be mailed t o  him? 
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(pg. 3 4 ) .  H i s  o r d e r  W ~ Sbased solely on t h e  need t o  
conserve .ammunition (pg.  34) . 

Actions  a f t e r  moving o u t  of  My Lai .  

A f t e r  moving through My Lai  t hey  s topped  for lunch 
on t h e  o u t s k i r t s  o f  t h e  v i l l a g e  a t  a p o i n t  marked w i t h  a 
"3" on E x h i b i t  P-72 by t h e  w i t n e s s  (pgs.  22, 23) . During 
t h e  a f t e rnoon  they  moved- e a s t  from My Lai  and jo ined  w i t h  
B/4/3 a t  a cemetery where they  l a a g e r e d  f o r  t h e  n i g h t  
(pg. 4 8 ) .  He r e c a l l e d  t h a t  Na t iona l  p o l i c e  c u t  t h e  f i n g e r  o f f  
o f  a p r i s o n e r  wh i l e  i n t e r r o g a t i n g  him and then  a f t e r w a r d s  
dumped him i n  a d i t c h  and s h o t  him i n  t h e  head (pg.  48) . 
While WIDMER w a s  i n  t h e  g e n e r a l  a r e a ,  PAUL knew noth ing  about  
h i s  k i l l i n g  any d e t a i n e e s  (pg. 4 9 )  . On t h e  1 7 t h  MEADLO 
s t epped  on a mine and l o s t  a f o o t  (pg.  4 9 ) .  However, he 
d i d  n o t  remember any f i r e  f i g h t s  t h a t  day and d i d  n o t  
r e c a l l  bu rn ing  t h e  hamlets  of  My Khe (1) and My Khe ( 2 )  
(pgs .  4 9 ,  5 0 )  . H e  d i d  b e l i e v e  t h a t  MEDINA h e l d  a meeting 

wi th  someone on t h e  17 th  (pgs.  50,  51) . They w e r e  e x t r a c t e d -
on t h e  1 8 t h  (pg. 5 0 ) .  

h .  Subsequent rumors hea rd  by PAUL concerning t h e  
My L a i  o p e r a t i o n .  

PAUL h e a r d  t h a t  c e r t a i n  i n d i v i d u a l s  were o p e r a t i n g  
more o r  less on t h e i r  own (pg.  4 6 ) .  H e  hea rd  t h a t  i n d i v i d u a l s  
had c o l l e c t e d  groups of  people  and s h o t  them o u t r i g h t  
(pg. 4 6 ) .  H e  was t o l d  by GRUVER t h a t  CALLEY ga the red  groups 
o f  c i v i l i a n s  and machinegunned them (pg.  2 4 ) .  H e  a l s o  heard  
t h a t  i n d i v i d u a l s  were herded t o g e t h e r  i n  r o o t  cel lars  by 
members o f  t h e  f i r s t  p l a toon  a f t e r  which hand grenades  w e r e  
thrown i n  a f t e r  them (pgs .  32, 4 6 ) .  H e  hea rd  t h a t  360 
people  had been k i l l e d  (pgs .  52, 5 8 ) .  This  was n o t  o f f i c i a l  
it w a s  j u s t  d i scuss ior i  among t h e  i n d i v i d u a l s  o f  t h e  company 
(pg.  5 8 ) .  H e  a l s o  h e a r d  t h a t  t h e r e  w e r e  q u i t e  a few bod ie s  
s t r u n g  o u t  i n  a d i t c h  (pg.  4 9 )  . 
4.  INQUIRIES AFTER THE ASSAULT. 

N e i t h e r  BARKER, HENDERSON, n o r  anyone e l s e  spoke t o  
PAUL i n  an i n v e s t i g a t i v e  c a p a c i t y  about  what happened a t  
My L a i ,  and he  w a s  never  t o l d  t o  b e  q u i e t  about  it (pg.  4 7 ) .  
H e  d i d  recall  h e a r i n g  t h a t  an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  w a s  pending 
(pgs .  48, 54) . Some o f  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l s  i n  t h e  conpary 
d i s c u s s e d  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  t h a t  what had occu r red  w a s  a war 
crime (pg.  5 5 ) .  However, h e  never  hea rd  MEDINA t a l k  t o  h i s  
p l a toon  l e a d e r s  o r  p l a toon  s e r g e a n t s  about  My La i  (pg.  58) . 
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A. I do r e c a l l  something be ing  s a i d  t h a t  t h e r e  Gas 
an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  pending a s  t o  what e x a c t l y  had happened 
t h a t  day. 

Q Do you remember anyth ing  s a i d  about  n o t  t a l k i n g  
u n t i l  t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  was ove r  o r  words t o  t h a t  e f f e c t ?  

A. No, I d o n ' t .  

Q . A t  any r a t e ,  nobody e v e r  t a l k e d  t o  you i n  t h e  
course  of an i n v e s t i g a t i o n ?  

A .  No. 

Q Our in fo rma t ion  i s  t h a t  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  o p e r a t i o n
l a s t e d  3 days ,  t h a t  du r ing  t h e  a f t e rnoon  you moved t o  t h e  
e a s t  from M y  L a i  ( 4 )  and jo ined  up wi th  B/4 /3  and l a a g e r e d  
i n  f o r  t h e  n i g h t  a t  a p o i n t  between My La i  ( 6 )  and My L a i  (1). 
Do you r e c a l l  t h i s ?  

A. R igh t ,  I t h i n k  w e  rounded up i n  a graveyard t h a t  
n i g h t .  

Q . Yes, w e  have had o t h e r  tes t imony t o  t h a t  e f f e c . t .  
~ u r i n gt h a t  a f t e r n o o n ,  o r  perhaps  a t  t h e  graveyard ,  d i d  you . : 
s e e  any Nat iona l  P o l i c e  i n t e r r o g a t i n g  Vietnamese? 

A. I do r e c a l l  Na t iona l  P o l i c e ,  ye s .  

Q Could you t e l l  us what you s a w  du r ing  t h a t  t ime? 

- A. I r e c a l l  t h e  Na t iona l  P o l i c e  i n t e r r o g a t i n g  one 
i n d i v i d u a l .  They were k i n d  of rough wi th  them. I d o n ' t  
know what i n fo rma t ion  they  o b t a i n e d  from him. However, I 
do know t h a t  I b e l i e v e  i n  t h e  cou r se  of i n t e r r o g a t i n g  him, 
t hey  c u t  o f f  a p o r t i o n  of h i s  f i n g e r ,  and t h e n  a f t e rwards  
t hey  dumped him i n  a d i t c h  and s h o t  him i n  t h e  head.  

Q You saw t h i s  happen t o  t h i s  one person? Did 
you s e e  any s imi la r  i n s t a n c e s ?  

A. This  i s  t h e  on ly  one t h a t  I can r e c a l l ,  sir. 

Q. Was WIDMER t h e r e  a t  t h i s  t ime? 

I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  s e e i n g  him o r  h i s  hav ing  been r i g h t  
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A. I d o n ' t  remember t h a t  a t  a l l ,  b u t  t h e y  might have been 
around t h e  a r e a .  They w e r e n ' t  w i t h  us .  

Q Did you n o t i c e  a graveyard n e a r  where you l aage red  i n  
f o r  t h e  n i g h t ?  

A. There  was - - I d o n ' t  t h i n k  t h e r e  was a b i g  graveyard  
t h e r e .  There might have been some graves .  

Q Did you s e e  any Na t iona l  P o l i c e  around t h e r e  l a t e  t h a t  
a f t e rnoon ,  t a l k i n g  t o  some p r i s o n e r s ?  

Q Vietnamese? 

A. Y e s ,  I remember when t h e y  brought  some Vietnamese 
p o l i c e  i n  f o r  some reason .  I d o n ' t  know why. 

Q Were you around when they  w e r e  i n t e r r o g a t i n g  some 
p r i s o n e r s ?  

A. I w a s n ' t  c l o s e  t o  them. They were i n  t h e  middle o f  
t h e  p e r i m e t e r  somewhere. 

Q Did you see anyone who was a Na t iona l  Policeman shoo t  
a p r i s o n e r ?  

A. I d i d n ' t  see him, b u t  I hea rd  from somebody t h a t  t h e y  
d id .  

Q ;  During t h a t  day ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  du r ing  t h e  morning o f  
t h a t  day,  d i d  you s e e  any v i s i t i n g  o f f i c e r s  come i n  from Task 
Force Barker  o r  Brigade,  o r  Div is ion?  

A. I remember two o f f i c e r s  came i n  on a h e l i c o p t e r .  One 
was--both o f  them were c o l o n e l s .  

Q What t i m e  of day was t h i s ?  

A. I d o n ' t  remember i f  it was t h e  same day o r  t h e  day 
a f t e r .  

Q L e t ' s  jus t - -wel l ,  assuming t h a t  i t ' s  t h e  f i r s t  
day, t h e  1 6 t h ,  was it morning o r  a f t e rnoon?  

A. I c o u l d n ' t  even say  t h a t .  I j u s t  remember it be ing  
t h a t  day o r  t h e  n e x t  day. 
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SUMMARY O F  TESTIMONY 

WITNESS: PREW, Maurice N.  

9ATZ OF TESTIMONY: 13 January 1 9 7 0  

PLACE OF TESTIMONY: Pentagon 

WITNESS SUSPECTED OF: N/A 

COUNSEL: None 

DUTY ASSIGNMENT ON 16 MARCH 1968: With Revolut ionary 
Development Teams, Nghia Kanh Dis t r ic t ;  ~ d v i s o rt o  Census 
Grievance O f f i c e r .  

1. KNOWLEDGE O F  THE INCIDENT. 

The w i t n e s s  t e s t i f i e d  th roughout  h i s  t e s t i m o n y . t h a t  he  
had no knowlege o f  t h e  i n c i d e n t  a t  My L a i .  H e  was shown 
s e v e r a l  documents which a i l u d e  t o  My L a i ,  b u t  s t a t e d  he  
recognized none o f  them ( E x h i b i t s  M-31, M-34, M-35, 
I n c l o s u r e  t o  R-1 ,  pgs .  5 ,  7 ,  8 )  . 

The w i t n e s s  a l lowed t h a t  th roughout  t h e  men i n  t h e  
a r e a  t h e r e  w a s  g e n e r a l  knowledge o f  a sweep i n  t h e  
Bantangan a r e a  t h a t  k i l l e d  1 0 0  members o f  t h e  48th VC 
B a t t a l i o n  (pgs .  7 ,  8 ) .  However, t h e  w i t n e s s  opined t h a t  
i f  any r e p o r t  concerning a t r o c i t i e s  a t  My La i  had come t o  
t h e  a t t e n t i o n  o f  Major KEATING o r  h imse l f  t h e r e  would have 
been q u i t e  an up roa r .  There w a s  none (pgs .  11, 1 2 ) .  

2. PERSONS W I T H  WHOM THE WITNESS HAD CONTACT. 

I n  h i s  c a p a c i t y  of  a d v i s o r  t o  t h e  Census Grievance 
Team he d i r e c t l y  d e a l t  w i t h  Nguyen Tuc TE, t h e  census 
g r i evance  o f f i c e r  (pg.  2 ) .  He s t a t e d  t h a t  he d e a l t  w i th  
M r .  V I E N  on ly  when TE was u n a v a i l a b l e  (pg.  4 ) .  H e  had l i t t l e  
c o n t a c t  w i t h  L ieu tenan t  Colonel  K H I E N ,  s i n c e  Major KEATING 
d e a l t  w i th  him (pg.  4 )  . H e  submi t t ed  some r e p o r t s  t o  
L ieu tenan t  Colonel  G U I N N ,  a l though  he d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  t h e  
r e p o r t  about  which he w a s  ques t ioned  (pg.  6 ) .  H e  a s s e r t e d  
t h a t  he  had no d i s c u s s i o n  concerning an i n c i d e n t  a t  My La i  
w i t h  L ieu tenan t  Colonel  G U I N N ,  Colonel  HENDERSON, M r .  MAY, 
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Major K E A T I N G ,  o r  L ieu tenan t  Colonel  BARKER (pgs .  8 ,  9 ) .  

H e  no ted  t h a t  he  a l so  knew RAMSDELL, Capta in  RODRIGUEZ, 

L i eu t enan t  DAWKINS, M r .  SITTIG, M r .  CISCA, and M r .  

RESSEGUIE i n  va ry ing  deg rees ,  b u t  hea rd  no th ing  concerning 

My L a i  from them (pgs.  9 ,  1 0 ,  11). 
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(The  hea r ing  reconvened. a t  1455 hours ,  1 3  
January 19 70 .) 

I0 : The hea r ing  w i l l  come t o  order .  

RCDR: 
MR MACC

The fol lowing persons a r e  p r e s e n t :  
RATE, and MAJ LYNN. 

LTG PEERS, 

(The r e p o r t e r ,  SP4 Gary E .  FRANCE, was sworn.) 

S i r ,  the next  wi tness  is M r .  N e i l l  PREW. 

(MR PREW was c a l l e d  a s  a wi tness ,  was sworn, and 
t e s t i f i e d  as  follows :) 

M r .  PREW, f o r  t h e  r ecord ,  w i l l  you g i v e  your f u l l  
name, occupat ion,  and res idence .  

A.  Maurice Nei l1  PREW, U.S. Army S t a f f  Group 7760. 
M y  address i s  7534 Ambigate P lace ,  McLean, Vi rg in ia .  

RCDR: Thank you. 

I0: M r .  PREW, before we proceed w i t h  any q u e s t i o n s ,  I 
s h a l l  inform you of s e v e r a l  ma t t e r s .  

This i n v e s t i g a t i o n  was d i r e c t e d  j o i n t l y  by t h e  
Secre tary  of t h e  Army and t h e  Chief of S t a f f  of  t h e  United 
S t a t e s  Army f o r  the purpose of determining f a c t s  and making 
f ind ings  and recommendat ions  concerning two m a t t e r s  : 

(1) t h e  adequacy of  p r i o r  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  and in -  
q u i r i e s  i n t o ,  and subsequent reviews and r e p o r t s  w i t h i n  t h e  
chain of command, of  what is now commonly r e f e r r e d  t o  as t h e  
My Lai i n c i d e n t  of 16 March 1968, and 

(2) p o s s i b l e  suppression o r  withholding o f  
information by any person who had a duty t o  r e p o r t  and t o  
f u r n i s h  information concerning t h i s  i n c i d e n t .  

T h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  i s  n o t  being conducted t o  
i n v e s t i g a t e  a l l  t h e  f a c t s  and circumstances of  what happened 
a t  My Lai.  I t  is  d i r e c t e d  t o  those  two s p e c i f i c  purposes 
which I have just mentioned. 

Do you have any ques t ions  on those two? 

A. No, sir. 

I0: I have had made a v a i l a b l e  t o  me and have review- 
ed  p r i o r  o f f i c i a l  s ta tements  obtained i n  o t h e r  o f f i c i a l  
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i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  of t h e  My Lai  i n c i d e n t .  To t h e  b e s t  of my 
knowledge, however, I have n o t  seen  any testimony which you 
have given . i n  t h i s  case.  

Your testimony t h i s  a f te rnoon w i l l  be taken under 
oa th .  A verbatim t r a n s c r i p t  w i l l  be prepared. A t a p e  re-
cording is  being made i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  verbat im notes  
which a r e  be ing  taken by t h e  r e p o r t e r .  

Although. t h e  g e n e r a l  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  o f  t h e  
r e p o r t  w i l l  be c o n f i d e n t i a l ,  i t  i s  p o s s i b l e  t h a t  t h e  t e s t -  
imony, o r  perhaps c e r t a i n  p a r t s  of it, may a t  a l a t e r  d a t e  
become a  ma t t e r  of p u b l i c  knowledge. 

I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  mysel f ,  h e r e  t h i s  a f t e rnoon ,  on my 
l e f t ,  is M r .  Robert MACCRATE, a c i v i l i a n  a t t o r n e y ,  who 
has  volunteered h i s  s e r v i c e s  t o  t h e  Sec re ta ry  of t h e  Army 
t o  a s s i s t  me i n  t h e  conduct of t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  and a l s o  
t o  provide legal- counsel  t o  me. We a l s o  have o t h e r  i n v e s t i -  
g a t i v e  teams which a r e  working i n  conjuc t ion  wi th  t h i s  in -  
ves t i g a t i o n .  

I n  t h e  f i n a l  a n a l y s i s ,  however, I have t h e  res-
p o n s i b i l i t y  of weighing t h e  evidence and making t h e  f ind ings  
and t h e  recommendations. 

You should know t h a t  w e  a r e  d i r e c t i n g  t h e  m i l i t a r y  
wi tnesses  who appear before  t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  n o t  t o  d i scuss  
t h e i r  testimony w i t h  o t h e r s  who have any knowledge of 
t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  except  i n  t h e  performance of t h e i r  of-  
f i c i a l  duty. I n  your i n s t a n c e ,  a s  a c i v i l i a n ,  w e  a r e  r e -  
ques t ing  t h a t  you n o t  e i t h e r  d i r e c t l y  o r  through o t h e r s  
d i scuss  t h e  My Lai  i n c i d e n t ,  inc luding  subsequent inves  ti-
g a t i o n  and r e p o r t s ,  wi th  any person who may have been con-
nected  with t h e  i n c i d e n t  i n  any way, and who i s  t o  be o r  
has  been a wi tness  be fo re  t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  Th i s ,  of 
course ,  does not  apply i f  you a r e  r equ i red  t o  d i s c u s s  the  
case  i n  o t h e r  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e ,  j u d i c i a l ,  o r  perhaps even leg-
i s l a t i v e  proceedings.  Do you have any ques t ions  a t  t h i s  
time? 

(Witness shakes head i n  t h e  negat ive .  1 

M r .  PREW, would you i n d i c a t e  what your duty as-
signment was i n  t h e  middle of March of  1968? 

A.  I worked wi th  t h e  r evo lu t ionary  development teams 
i n  Nghia Hanh D i s t r i c t .  I a l s o  was adv i so r  t o  t h e  census 
gr ievance o f f i c e r ,  Nguyen Tuc TE. 

Q .  Where? 
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A.  Nguyen Tuc TE was t h e  name of  the--

( In te rpos ing)  This i s  a province? 

A. No, excuse me, Quang Ngai Province. 

Q. And how long had you been i n  t h a t  capac i ty?  

A. I would say approximately s i n c e  t h e  middle of 
June, 1967. 

Q - And how long d i d  you s t a y  i n  t h a t  capac i ty?  . 

A. U n t i l  the 10th of December, 1968. 

Q. M r .  PREW, from t h e  time t h i s  so-ca l led  My Lai 
i n c i d e n t  became a ma t t e r  of p u b l i c  knowledge i n  t h e  l a t t e r  
p a r t  of  September o r  t h e  f i r s t  p a r t  of October of  1969, have 
you had any conversa t ions  wi th  any of t h e  people from pro- 
v ince  o r  the  America1 Divis ion  who had been a s s o c i a t e d  with 
t h i s  i n c i d e n t  o r  t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i v e  process  o f  i t ?  

A. I ' v e  d iscussed  t h e  so-ca l led  i n c i d e n t ,  y e s ,  wi th  
a fel low named Dale DISCA, who was a t  Embassy House with us .  
This was b e f o r e ,  t h i s  was some months ago, and o u r  discus-  
s i o n  was j u s t  t o  see i f  we could poss ib ly  r e c o l l e c t  hea r ing  
anything about i t  whatsoever a t  t h e  time. 

Q. And was t h e r e  any r e f r e s h i n g  of memories? 

A.  No, sir.  

Q - With r e s p e c t  t o  your d u t i e s  wi th  t h e  revolu t ion-  
a ry  development cadre ,  and s p e c i f i c a l l y  t h e  census gr ievance 
team aspec t  of i t ,  would you exp la in  what your d u t i e s  were? 

A .  I t h i n k  the important  p a r t  i n  t h i s  connection 
would be t h e  census gr ievance.  I was j u s t  s o r t  of adv i s ing ,  
you might s a y ,  i n  genera l .  I d id  handle t h e  r e p o r t s  t h a t  
came i n  from them and saw t o  t h e  d i s t r i b u t i o n  of t h e  r e p o r t s ,  
and they were, of course ,  spread  o u t  through the p a c i f i e d  p a r t  
of t h e  province.  The work t h a t  I d i d  wi th  t h e  revolu t ion-  
a r y  development teams was i n  another  d i s t r i c t  and would have 
had no connection wi th  t h i s  a s  f a r  a s  I know. I was j u s t  
checking on teams t o  s e e  t h a t  they  w e r e  r e c e i v i n g  t h e i r  
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s u p p l i e s  and c a r r y i n g  o u t  t h e i r  a c t i v i t i e s  p rope r ly .  I had 
o t h e r  d u t i e s ,  p e r i p h e r a l  d u t i e s ,  t h a t  had t o  do w i t h  prepar -  
i n g  g e n e r a l  r e p o r t s ,  and s e e i n g  t h a t ' t h e  r e p o r t s  t h a t  we g o t  i n  
g o t  t o  t h e  r i g h t  p l a c e .  I w i l l  s ay  t h a t  t h e  g r e a t  m a j o r i t y  
o f  t h e  r e p o r t s  t h a t  I r ece ived  were o f  l o c a l  o r d e r  o f  b a t t l e  
n a t u r e .  

Q. W e  t a l k e d  t o  M r .  TE when w e  were i n  South Vietnam 
r e c e n t l y .  W e  a l s o  t a l k e d  t o  M r .  V I E N .  You probably remember 
him as t h e  pe r sonne l  o f f i c e r ,  o r  t h e  S1 as h e  r e f e r r e d  t o  
h i m s e l f ,  who o f  a more r e c e n t  d a t e  has  become t h e  deputy t o  
M r .  TE. Could you e x p l a i n  your r e l a t i o n s h i p s  w i t h  t h e s e  two 
gentlemen? 

A. W e l l ,  I knew them. I knew, o£ cou r se ,  TE b e t t e r .  
, I would d e a l  w i t h  VIEN only  when TE w a s n ' t  around. I saw 
him, I would s a y ,  p r a c t i c a l l y  on a d a i l y  b a s i s .  I t  w a s  
u s u a l l y  a m a t t e r  o f  r e c e i v i n g  in format ion  from him o r  .g iv ing  
him h. is  ass ignments .  of  va r ious  t y p e s ,  o r  checking up on t h e  
p a y r o l l ,  m a t t e r s  o f  t h a t  n a t u r e .  

Q *  W e  would unders tand t h a t  t hey  commonly r e f e r r e d  
t o  you as  " M r .  NEILL. " 

A. Most .of us went by o u r  f i r s t  names. 

Q. Y e s .  What were your  r e l a t i o n s  wi th  t h e  prov ince  
c h i e f ,  Colone l  KHIEN? 

A.  K H I E N ?  

Q- Colonel  K H I E N .  

A. I knew him. I had very l i t t l e  d i r e c t  d e a l i n g  
wi th  him. Most o f  t h a t  w a s  handled by Major KEATING and 
Bob RAMSDELL. I knew him p e r s o n a l l y ,  b u t  business-wise  n o t  
very m ~ c h .  

Q. You worked p r e t t y  much through Major KEATING? 

A. When it came t o  any o f f i c i a l  b u s i n e s s  w i t h  t h e  
prov ince  ch . ie f ,  y e s .  

Q *  What w a s  your  access  t o  t h e  f i l e s  and t h e  informa- 
t i o n  which w a s  a v a i l a b l e  t o  t h e  census  gr ievance  committee? 

A. T h e o r e t i c a l l y ,  a l l  o f  t h e  r e p o r t s  which they  
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produced came t o  me. The procedure was usual ly  t h i s :  a copy 
of t h e  r e p o r t  would go t o  t h e  o f f i c e  of t h e  province c h i e f ,  
and a copy would come t o  me. I would, i f  it was an o rde r  
of b a t t l e  ma t t e r ,  have it t r a n s l a t e d  and d i s t r i b u t e d  t o  t h e  
l o c a l  S O I C ,  t he  Sec to r  Operat!ions I n t e l  Sec t ion  Center.  Of 
course ,  a  Vietnamese copy a l s o  went t o  t h e  Vietnamese s e c t i o n  
of t h i s  o rgan iza t ion .  Other r e p o r t s  had t o  do wi th  gr ievance,  
which was t h e  primary purpose of t h e  o rgan iza t ion .  I would 
e s t i m a t e  t h a t  l e s s  than  10 pe rcen t  of t h e  r e p o r t s  had t o  do 
with gr ievances .  A copy would go t o  t h e  province c h i e f ' s  
o f f i c e .  I would u s u a l l y ,  i f  it involved anyone w i t h  whom we 
a t  Embassy House might d e a l ,  s e e  t h a t  a copy went t o  them. 
It was usua l ly  l o c a l  mat ters  having t o  do wi th  some problem 
with t h e  d i s t r i c t  ch ie f  o r  o f f i c e r s  of t h e  d i s t r i c t  
ch ief  wi th in  a very l o c a l i z e d  a rea .  Other than  t h a t ,  we j u s t  
saw t h a t  they were proper ly  d i s t r i b u t e d .  

Q When you were i n  t h i s  advisory capac i ty  t o  M r .  
TE and t o  the  Census Grievance Committee, d i d  you e v e r  hea r  
of  any informat ion  o r  any gr ievance having t o  do wi th  M y  
Lai  ( 4 )  o r ,  p roper ly ,  t h a t  which i s  known a s  Tu Cung Hamlet? 

A. I c e r t a i n l y  don' t remember it, General. I can 
remember no s p e c i f i c  r e p o r t s  of gr ievances concerning Americans. 
I do know t h a t  t h e r e  were one o r  two minor ones,  usual ly  it 
involved,  s a y ,  a poor widow, o r  somebody who was k i l l e d  by 
mistake i n  an a r t i l l e r y  ba r rage ,  o r  American t roops  dashing 
through a hamlet i n  t h e i r  t rucks  and running over  a c h i l d ,  
o r  something of t h a t  na tu re .  I c a n ' t ,  a s  I s a y ,  remember. 
I t r i e d  very hard  t o  remember s p e c i f i c  i n c i d e n t s  s i n c e  I 
f i r s t  heard about t h i s  My Lai a f f a i r .  I have no t  been a b l e  
t o  remember any s p e c i f i c  i n c i d e n t  t h a t  dea l s  with t h a t  a r e a ,  
nor can I remember any r e p o r t  t h a t  had t o  d e a l  with more than 
s e v e r a l  c i v i l i a n s  a t  most being k i l l e d  by bombing o r  a r t i l l e r y .  
In  t h a t  c a s e ,  t h e  ques t ion  was what a r e  we going t o  do about 
their widows and c h i l d r e n ,  t h a t  s o r t  of thing.  How a r e  they 
going t o  be helped? . 

Q. I have h e r e ,  M r .  PREW, a document which has  been 
e n t e r e d  i n t o  the  r e p o r t  as  an e x h i b i t .  I t ' s  a l e t t e r  r e p o r t  
dated 18 March 1968 by one of  t h e  census gr ievance cadremen 
(Exhibi t  M-31). We a l s o  have t h e  Vietnamese ve r s ion  of 
i t  wi th  English t r a n s l a t i o n  on t o p .  I would l i k e  you t o  look 
a t  t h i s  and s e e  i f  you've e v e r  seen  t h a t .  

A. I c e r t a i n l y  d o n ' t  remember it, s i r .  I th ink  an 
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i tem of t h a t  n a t u r e  c e r t a i n l y  would have been followed up. 

1:: 2 case l i k e  t h i s  a copy of t h i s  r e p o r t  should have gone 
t o  the America1 Divis ion.  1 b e l i e v e  we d i d  know t h a t  an 
opera t ion  w a s  qoing on a t  t h e  t ime i n  t h a t  genera l  a rea .  We 
had been w a i t i n g  f o r  an opera t ion  i n  t h a t  a r e a  f o r  some t ime,  
a s  a mat ter  of f a c t .  I c e r t a i n l y  d o n ' t  r e c o l l e c t  t h i s .  

Q Can you th ink  of any reason why, i f  t h e  Vietnamese 
had a p iece  of information of this ca tegory ,  i t  would n o t  
have been made a v a i l a b l e  t o  you? 

A. No, s i r ,  I c a n ' t  th ink  so .  A s  a r u l e  they were 
very prompt i n  sending t h e i r  r e p o r t s  t o  us. We had our own 
t r a n s l a t i o n  s t a f f ,  and usual ly  w i t h i n  a day o r  two of our  
r ece iv ing  t h e  r e p o r t s  I had t h e  English t r a n s l a t i o n .  And 
usua l ly  t h e  province ch ie f  rece ived  h i s  copy even f a s t e r .  

Q. Do you r e c a l l  another  rep,ort  which you might
have rece ived  and might have given t o  Colonel G U I N N  which 
i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  something unusual took p lace  i n  Son My Hamlet 
on t h e  16th o r  the  18th of March, 1968? 

A. I c a n ' t  r e c o l l e c t  anything,  s ir .  

Q Do you, by chance, rsmember s o r t  o f  a small  
p iece  of paper ,  perhaps 6-by-8 o r  5-by-7, .which o u t l i n e d  t h a t  
something unusual had taken p l a c e ,  which you' might have hand-
ed  t o  Colonel GUINN? 

A. No, s i r .  A l l  I can say  i s  t h a t  had w e  rece ived  
such a r e p o r t ,  I'm q u i t e  s u r e  t h a t  he would have received a 
copy of  it. Also I ' m  q u i t e  s u r e  t h a t  on anything l i k e  t h i s ,  
t h e r e  would have been some followup on i n  an a t tempt  t o  
ge t  o t h e r  information through o t h e r  sources ,  and I ' m  q u i t e  
s u r e  we would have n o t i f i e d  Danang, our  o f f i c e  i n  Danang. 

Q. What does seem unusual is t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h i s  i n -
formation d i d  come from t h e  Vietnamese f i l e s ,  and t h e  f a c t  
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t h a t  with your r e l a t i o n s h i p  and understanding and working 
rappor t  which you had wi th  your coun te rpa r t s ,  t h a t  something 
such as  t h i s  d i d  n o t  come t o  l i g h t  a t  t h a t  t ime. 

A. Yes, i t ' s  very s u r p r i s i n g .  That c e r t a i n l y  appears 
t o  be a l e g i t i m a t e  r e p o r t  from TE. 

Q - I have h e r e  two p ieces  of Viet  Cong propaganda. 
This f i r s t  one,  which is Exh ib i t  M-35, has been en te red  i n t o  
t h e  record.  I would ask i f  you've e v e r  seen  such a p iece  of 
propaganda? I 

A. This one, I d o n ' t  remember any i n  q u i t e  s o  much 
d e t a i l .  I know t h a t  w e  d i d  g e t  a f a i r l y  s t eady  stream of 
s i m i l a r  propaganda a f f a i r s .  I wouldn't  say I remember any 
as s p e c i f i c  a s  this as t o  a r e a  o r  d e t a i l s .  I d o n ' t  r e c o l l e c t  
see ing  t h i s  one. I t ' s  p o s s i b l e  t h a t  we d i d  r e c e i v e  it, and 
i t ' s  p o s s i b l e  I saw it. I d o n ' t  r e c o l l e c t  i t .  We rece ived ,  
a s  I say ,  q u i t e  a l a r g e  number of propaganda s h e e t s ,  some 
of  which were s o  obviously spur ious  t h a t  we  d i d n ' t  always 
pay an awful l o t  of a t t e n t i o n  t o  them. This ,  of course,  i f  
we had had t h i s  i n  connection wi th  t h e  o t h e r  r e p o r t ,  and i f  
we had had a few th ings  t o  t i e  i t  t o g e t h e r ,  would have made, 
n a t u r a l l y ,  more of an impression. 

Q. I have he re  s t i l l  another  p i e c e  of VC propaganda,
which i s  inc luded as  an i n c l o s u r e  i n  Exh ib i t  R-1.  This is 
a two-page p iece .  The f r o n t  page, which you a r e  looking a t  
a t  t h e  moment, appears r a t h e r  broad and sweeping i n  form. 
But a t  t h e  t o p  of t h e  second page, t h e  second paragraph again 
comes down t o  s p e c i f i c s .  

A .  There, aga in ,  I d o n ' t  s p e c i f i c a l l y  r e c a l l  t h i s  
one. I always, a s  I s a y ,  rece ived  q u i t e  a number o f  propa- 
ganda s h e e t s  of one k ind  o r  another .  

Q. Were you aware, a t  any t ime,  of t h e  r e p o r t  from 
t h e  d i s t r i c t  ch ie f  of Son Tinh D i s t r i c t  t o  t h e  province ch ie f  
concerning what may have taken p lace  i n  My Lai  Hamlet o r  
Son My on t h e  16 th  of March? 

A. No, s i r ,  not  a s  f a r  a s  t h i s  s o r t  of t h i n g  is 
concerned. I d o n ' t  remember t h e  da tes .  I do remember an 
opera t ion  t h a t  was launched up i n  t h a t  a r e a ,  and up i n  the  
Batangan, and i t  was supposed t o  be a r a t h e r  complete sweep 
of t h e  a rea .  The r e s u l t s ,  they s a i d  t h e y ' d  k i l l e d  some 
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hundred members of  t h e  48th B a t t a l i o n  and s o  f o r t h .  Beyond 
t h a t ,  I don' t remember. That ,  of  course ,  would n o t  have 

' 	 been repor ted  from the  d i s t r i c t  ch ie f  t o  t h e  province c h i e f .  
That was j u s t  genera l  knowledge throughout SOIC and the  t roops  
i n  t h e  area .  I d o n ' t  remember a s p e c i f i c  r e p o r t  on t h a t .  

Q- I have h e r e  a r e p o r t  from t h e  d i s t r i c t  ch ie f  t o  
t h e  province ch ie f  dated t h e  11th  of A p r i l  (Exh ib i t  M - 3 4 ) .  
This is t h e  English vers ion  of i t .  I would ask i f  you by 
chance had e v e r  seen  t h a t  o r  ever  heard anybody a l l u d e  t o  i t ?  

A. No, s i r .  I was j u s t  going t o  s a y ,  chances a r e  
I wouldn' t have seen t h a t  r e p o r t  unless  t h e  province ch ie f  
had s e n t  us a copy o r  made some s p e c i f i c  mention o f  i t ,  o r  
unless  t h e  d i s t r i c t  ch ief  had made a s e p a r a t e  copy which he 'd 
given t o ,  s a y ,  TE of t h e  census gr ievance .  

a.  You w i l l  n o t i c e  t h a t  t h e  copy of  t h i s ,  a t  l e a s t  on 
t h e  ve r s ion  which we have, which we found a t  d i s t r i c t ,  w e  
found a l s o  a t  province ,  and we loca ted  a l s o  a t  2d ARVN D i -
v i s i o n  headquar ters ,  i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  copies  a r e  t o  go t o  
2d ARVN Divis ion headquarters  and a l s o  t o  MACV, Quang Ngai 
Sec to r .  Would you expect t o  a t  l e a s t  have it c a l l e d  t o  your 
a t t e n t i o n ?  

A. I t h ink  only i f  Colonel GUINN o r  someone t h e r e  
had made s p e c i f i c  mention of it. I d o n ' t  th ink  they would 
have s e n t  us a copy, no. 

&- Do you r e c a l l  any reques t s  f d r  you, through your 
census gr ievance i n v e s t i g a t i v e  channel ,  t o  t r y  t o  g e t  i n f o r -  
mation concerning any i n c i d e n t  i n  t h i s  a rea?  

A. No, sir. 

Q m  Do you r e c a l l  any d i scuss ion  with Major KEATING 
concerning anything unusual t h a t  may have taken p lace  ou t  
t h e r e ?  

A .  No, s ir ,  I don' t. The f i r s t  t h a t  I can r e c o l l e c t  
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hear ing  about t h i s  i s  what I read i n  t h e  newspapers. 

Q. Y e s .  I t a k e  it then  t h a t  I would have t h e  same 
response wi th  r e s p e c t  t o  M r .  MAY, Colonel G U I N N ,  Colonel 
HENDERSON, Colonel BARKER, and s o  on? 

A .  M r .  MAY may have received a copy of  it. 

Q m  No. I mean your d iscuss ions  i n  e i t h e r  r e s p e c t ,  
whether they asked you something o r  whether there was some 
d i scuss  ion  concerning something unusual happening. 

A. No. I r e c o l l e c t  no ques t ions  from J i m  MAY 
o r  any of  the  o t h e r s  concerning t h i s .  He would normally, 
I t h i n k ,  and t h e r e  again ,  on mat ters  of bus iness ,  J i m  MAY 
d e a l t  much more c l o s e l y  w i t h  Don KEATING than he d i d  with 
me. On some s p e c i f i c s  he would t a l k  t o  m e ,  b u t  on some- 
t h i n g  o f  t h i s  n a t u r e  I th ink  he would've gone t o  KEATING. 
KEATING would have passed it on t o  me f o r  my people.  He 
would have passed it on t o ,  say ,  RAMSDELL, f o r  s p e c i a l  
p o l i c e  information.  

Q. A s  we would understand i t ,  t h e r e  were s e v e r a l  
c i v i l i a n  p h i l a n t h r o p i c  groups t h e r e  of d i f f e r e n t  v a r i e t i e s  
t h a t  had t o  do wi th  medical r e l i e f  and s o  on. Can you in-  
d i c a t e  what t h e s e  groups were and what con tac t  they may 
have had w i t h i n  the  c i v i l i a n  community, and who, wi th in  t h e  
purpose of our  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  might be of va luab le  assist-
ance t o  us? 

A .  I don 't b e l i e v e  I can h e l p  much on t h a t .  I 
know w e  had a Quaker group t h e r e ,  and f o r  a  while  t h e r e  
was a Canadian medical team, and they d i d  go running 
around the  count rys ide  a f a i r  amount a s  f a r  a s  I r e c o l l e c t .  
But we had very l i t t l e . ,  i f  any, contac t  with them. Per-
haps occas ional ly  s o c i a l ,  i f  you'd c a l l  it t h a t .  But n o t  
wi th  Quakers. I r e a l l y  knew very l i t t l e  about these  
o t h e r  groups. I personal ly  never encountered them o u t  i n  
t h e  f i e l d  although I know they  were o u t  the re .  

I0: M r .  MACCRATE? 

MR MACCRATE: Did you know c a p t a i n  RODRIGUEZ? 

A. I met him once o r  twice.  I wouldn't  say t h a t  
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I knew him p e r s o n a l l y .  Some o f  t h e  m i l i t a r y  people  i n  
o u r  house,  I think--I  went t o  one o r  two s o - c a l l e d  p a r t i e s  
where RODRIGUEZ, I t h i n k ,  i f  h e ' s  t h e  one,  I t h i n k  h e  i s ,  
had a g u i t a r ,  and h e  would tune  up wi th  h i s  g u i t a r  oc- 
c a s i o n a l l y .  But I wouldn ' t  recognize  him i f  I s a w  him. 

Q- Did you from time t o  t i m e  g e t  o u t  t o  t h e  Son 

Tinh D i s t r i c t  headqua r t e r s?  


A.  Oh, y e s .  

Q. With whom t h e r e  di.d you d e a l ?  

A. Well,  I d i d n ' t  r e a l l y  have an awful l o t  o f  
. b u s i n e s s  t h e r e ,  b u t  	I would d e a l  wi th  Major GAVIN, o r  a t  
l e a s t  t a l k  t o  him. He was t h e  a d v i s o r ,  a s  you know. The 
f e l l ow Iknew b e s t  was h i s  p redeces so r  who wouldn ' t  have 
been t h e r e  a t  t h a t  t ime.  I u s u a l l y  went o u t  t o  t h e  head- 
q u a r t e r s  merely t o  l e t  them know t h a t . w e  were go ing  t o  use  
t h e i r  range ,  which was r i g h t  behind ' t h e i r  h e a d q u a r t e r s .  
I d i d n ' t  have any r e v o l u t i o n a r y  development teams i n  t h a t  
d i s t r i c t  myse l f ,  and any d e a l i n g  wi th  t h e  census  g r i evance ,  
I would do e i t h e r  d i r e c t l y  . o r  through TE, which d i d n ' t  
i nvo lve  t h e  subs .ec tor  headqua r t e r s  .. I n  t h a t  one d i s t r i c t ,  
t h e  s u b s e c t o r  and t h e  d i s t r i c t  h e a d q u a r t e r s  were sepa-
r a t e d .  

10: . Do you remember t h e  name of  t h e  l i e u t e n a n t  

t h a t  r a n  t h e  DIOCC t h e r e ?  


A. I t h i n k  it was DAWKINS i n  t h a t  d i s t r i c t ,  s i r ,  
b u t  I ' m  n o t  s u r e .  

MR MACCRATE : D-A-W-K- I-N-S? . 

A.  K-I-N-S. I b e l i e v e  t h a t  h e  w a s  i n  Son Tinh.  

Q =  Was h e  a t a l l  I r ishman? T h i s  i s  how h e  was- -

A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  H e  d i d n ' t  s t r i k e  m e  as b e i n g  
t e r r i b l y  t a l l ,  n o r  I r i s h ,  b u t  he  was s o r t  of f u l l  o f  beans .  
I d o n ' t  t h i n k  he  was t e r r i b l y  happy w i t h  t h a t  t ype  o f  
work, b u t  he  l i k e d  t o  run  around,  he  l i k e d  t o  fo l low around 
o u t  i n  t h e  f i e l d  a s  much a s  p o s s i b l e .  I wouldn ' t  s a y  
t h a t  I knew DAWKINS very w e l l .  1 ' m  n o t ,  a t  t h i s  p o i n t ,  
a b s o l u t e l y  c e r t a i n  t h a t  he  was a t  Son Tinh.  I b e l i e v e  
he was. 
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I 0 : Do you remember a c i v i l i a n  t h a t  worked up 
t h e r e  by t h e  name of M r .  STTTIG? B i l l  SITTIG? 

A .  yes: I knew B i l l ,  bu t  n o t  very w e l l .  There 
aga in ,  I d i d n ' t  know him very w e l l .  You probably heard  of 
a fel low named Bob RESSEGUIE. 

Q - Y e s .  

A. I knew him q u i t e  we l l .  He opera ted  p r i m a r i l y  
up i n  Binh Son, bu t  I th ink  t h a t  he was f a i r l y  f a m i l i a r  
wi th  t h a t  genera l  a r e a  of Son Tinh. O f  those  people 
who were n o t  d i r e c t l y  i n  our  o rgan iza t ion ,  I suppose Bob 
is t h e  fel low I knew b e s t .  SITTIG, I d i d n ' t  r e a l l y  know 
him. 

MR MACCRATE: You mentioned Dale CISCA, I b e l i e v e .  What 
were h i s  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s ?  

A. He was a team checker. A t  t h a t  p o i n t  I d o n ' t  
remember which d i s t r i c t s  he had. I be l i eve  t h a t  he had 
Tu Nghia, and I d o n ' t  know whether he had Son Tinh o r  n o t ,  
b u t  h i s  d u t i e s  had t o  do w i t h  t h e  revolu t ionary  develop- 
ment teams. La te r  on, I t h i n k ,  he was more across  t h e  
board,  b u t  I th ink  a t  t h a t  t ime,  i f  I remember c o r r e c t l y ,  
h e  was l i m i t e d  t o  one o r  two d i s t r i c t s .  

I0 : Well, b e f o r e  we te rminate  t h i s  p o r t i o n  o f  
t h e  hea r ing ,  M r .  PREW, I would g ive  you an oppor tuni ty  
t o  make any s ta tement  t h a t  you'd l i k e  t o  make, o r  f o r  
t h a t  m a t t e r ,  t o  ask any ques t ions  t h a t  you would l i k e  
t o  ask. 

A. Well, s i r ,  a t  t h i s  p o i n t ,  I have no ques t ions .  
I s a y ,  when I f i r s t  heard about t h i s ,  I n a t u r a l l y  d i d  a 
l o t .  of th ink ing  to  t r y  t o  r e c o l l e c t  anything t h a t  I pos-
s i b l y  could.  And i t  was my b e l i e f ,  and i t  has  been, a t  
l e a s t  before  you showed me these  documents, t h a t  t h e  
whole a f f a i r  was something g r o s s l y  blown up. My f e e l i n g  
was t h a t  had it oc'curred, I would have known about - it. 
Yet nothing comes t o  mind. I ' v e  been th ink ing  about  t h i s ,  
obviously,  s i n c e  i t  h a p ~ e n e d ,I was mi les  from where it 
d i d  occur .  Then, a f t e r  l e a r n i n g  t h a t  you wanted t o  speak 
t o  me, n a t u r a l l y  I t r i e d  t o  th ink  up any p o s s i b l e  d e t a i l s  
I could t h i n k  o f .  I could t h i n k  of none. I r e a l l y  cannot.  

APP T-143 

CONFIDENTIAL 
492 



CONFIDENTIAL 

Q Well, t h i s  i s  t h e  t h i n g  t h a t  s t r i k e s  me i n  t h i s  
whole ma t t e r .  An i n d i v i d u a l  such a s  yourse l f  who does have 
a high degree of r appor t  with your coun te rpa r t s  and s o  on, 
and knowing what information i s  a v a i l a b l e  o r  was a v a i l + l e  
wi th in  t h e  province a t  t h a t  time--and b e l i e v e  me, you've 
seen  only p a r t  of i t - - t h a t  t h i s  information was n o t  made 
known t o  persons such as  y o u r s e l f .  Not j u s t  one p iece  
of  propaganda, bu t  maybe a combination of  one o r  two documents 
put  toge the r  would c e r t a i n l y  have piqued one 's c u r i o s i t y  
t o  t h e  po in t  of doing something about it t o  c o l l e c t  more 
information.  

A. I know t h a t  KEATING, who a l s o  read  every re-
p o r t  1 got  v e q  c a r e f u l l y ,  one of h i s  s t r o n g  p o i n t s  was 
fol lowing t h e s e  th ings  up. He was very eager  t h a t  any-
t h i n g  be followed up t h a t  appeared as  i f  it should be 
followed up. So I say I can s t i l l  r e c o l l e c t  noth ing ,  and 
I b e l i e v e  t h a t  had he seen  t h e  r e p o r t  l i k e  t h i s ,  why, a l l  
h e l l  would have broken loose .  H e  would have made an e f f o r t  
t o  g e t  some more people ou t  t h e r e ,  g e t  some more d e t a i l s .  
W e  would have gone t o  Bob t o  t r y  t o  g e t  t h e  s p e c i a l  p o l i c e  
o u t  t h e r e .  We would have t r i e d  t o  f i n d  out  i f  any --
we d i d n ' t  have any revolu t ionary  development teams i n  
t h a t  area because t h e  48th B a t t a l i o n  was s i t t i n g  r i g h t  
t h e r e ,  But we d i d  have some c o n t a c t s ,  and I ' m  s u r e  t h a t  
t h e r e  would have been q u i t e  an uproar had we ever  seen t h i s  
t h i n g  i n  any form t h a t  appeared t o  g ive  i t  any v a l i d i t y .  

&. . Well, based upon what we 've  d iscussed  h e r e  
today, and knowing t h e  f a c t  t h a t  w e  have made c e r t a i n  i n -
formation a v a i l a b l e  t o  you which may tend t o  r e f r e s h  your 
memory, i f  t h e r e  i s  anything t h a t  you may remember, o r  i f  
t h e r e  a r e  some memoranda, documents, photos,  o r  maps, any-
t h i n g  t h a t  would h e l p  i n  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  
we'd l i k e  you t o  c a l l  t h i s  t o  o u r  a t t e n t i o n ,  and w e  would 
l i k e  t o  be a b l e  t o  t a l k  t o  you again  s o  t h a t  we might t a k e  
advantage of t h i s  information.  

A .  W e l l ,  you can be s u r e ,  s i r ,  i f  I do r e c o l l e c t  
anything,  1'11 c e r t a i n l y  b r i n g  i t  t o  your a t t e n t i o n  o r  
have i t  brought t o  your a t t e n t i o n  one way o r  t h e  o the r .  A s  
I s a y ,  I ' v e  been th ink ing  about t h i s  s i n c e  I f i r s t  heard 
about it, and i n  t h e  meantime have thought  of nothing.  
I have my own maps of t h e  a r e a ,  and I ' m  s t i l l  q u i t e  i n t e r -
e s t e d  i n  Quang Ngai, and I ' v e  p inpoin ted  t h e  a r e a  and 

1 2  

CONFIDENTIAL 

APP T-143 



CONFIDENTIAL 


e v e r y t h i n g  else, b u t  I s t i l l  have come up w i t h  no th ing .  . I 
remember p r e c i s e l y  what happened that  p a r t i c u l a r  day and 
s e v e r a l  subsequent  days ,  b u t  I remember no th ing  about  the 
massacre?.  

I0 : This  h e a r i n g  w i l l  r e c e s s  a t  t h i s  t ime.  

1970). 
(The h e a r i n g  r e c e s s e d  a t  1535 h o u r s ,  13 January  
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SUMMARY OF TESTIMONY 

WITNESS : RAMSDELL, Robert  B. 

DATE O F  TESTIMONY: 13  January  1970 

PLACE OF TESTIMONY: Pentagon 

WITNESS SUSPECTED OF: N/A 

COUNSEL: None 

DUTY ASSIGNMENT ON 16 MARCH 1 9 6 8 :  S e n i o r  Revolut ionary 
Development Cadre f o r  P lans  and Chairman o f  t h e  Phoenix 
Committee . 

1. BACKGROUND INFORMATION. 

a. Job d e s c r i p t i o n .  

The w i t n e s s  s t a t e d  he w a s  a member of  t h e  C e n t r a l  
I n t e l l i g e n c e  Agency, b u t  i s  n o t  a t  t h e  p r e s e n t  (pg.  2 ) .  H e  
w a s  i n s t r u c t e d  t h a t  under a s ec recy  o a t h  he could  n o t  mention 
t h e  names of  former o r  p r e s e n t  ayency pe r sonne l  no r  o p e r a t i o n a l  
matters (pg.  3 ) .  H i s  du ty  assignment i n  Vietnam w a s  a s  t h e  
Sen io r  RDCP (Revolut ionary Development Cadre f o r  P l a n s )  and 
chairman of  t h e  Phoenix Committee (pg. 3 ) .  H e  s t a t e d  he 
had no th ing  t o  do wi th  t h e  c a d r e ,  b u t  w a s  t h e  a d v i s o r  t o  t h e  
s p e c i a l  p o l i c e  branch of  t h e  South Vietnamese p o l i c e  (pgs .  3 ,  
4 ) .  He d e s c r i b e d  t h i s  a s  be ing  a combination o f  t h e  FBI and 
t h e  C I A .  A s  t h e  Phoenix c o o r d i n a t o r  he  handled i n t e l l i g e n c e  
n e t s ,  which inc luded  in format ion  from t h e  Vietnamese, t h e  
Americans, and t h e  c i v i l i a n  and m i l i t a r y  p o l i c e  (pg. 4 )  . 
The i n t e l l i g e n c e  was k e p t  i n  a poo l  which was a v a i l a b l e  
t o  American o r  Vietnamese. T h e i r  purpose of t h e  e l i m i n a t i o n  
o f  t h e  V i e t  Cong I n f r a s t r u c t u r e . .  

f 

b.  Connections w i th  t h e  11 th  Brigade and Task Force 
Barker .  

The w i t n e s s  s t a t e d  t h a t  i n  h i s  c a p a c i t y  as chairman 
o f  t h e  Phoenix C o m m i t t e e  he  had l i t t l e  t o  do w i t h  t h e  
American o r  Vietnamese m i l i t a r y ,  o t h e r  t h a n  f eed ing  them 
informat ion  (pg.  4 ) .  H i s  p r i n c i p a l  du ty  w a s  w i th  t h e  p o l i c e  
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(pg.  5 ) .  I n  h i s  o r g a n i z a t i o n  t h e r e  were r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  
of  every m i l i t a r y  and c i v i l  o r g a n i z a t i o n ,  and t h e  Americal ,  
Div is ion  had r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  whose names he could  n o t  

. r e c a l l  (pg.  5)  . 
c .  H i s  a s s o c i a t i o n  wi th  t h e  Vietna.mese. 

The wi tnes s  s t a t e d  he g o t  a long  w e l l  w i t h  t h e  
Vietnamese and f e l t  p r o t e c t e d  d e s p i t e  a f i v e  hundred 

I thousand Vietnamese P i a s t e r  p r i c e  on h i s  head (pg. 6 ) .  
He worked wi th  Colonel  K H I E N ,  and h i s  c o u n t e r p a r t  
i n  t h e  prov ince  w a s  M r .  T I E T ,  a s p e c i a l  branch c h i e f  
(pg. 6 )  

2 .  HIS KNOWLEDGE OF THE INCIDENT I N  THE SON MY AREA. 

The w i t n e s s  s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e  a r e a  was " loaded wi th  VC" 
and t h a t  t h e  48th  VC B a t t a l i o n  w a s  i n  t h a t  a r e a  (pg.  6 ) .  Ninety per 
c e n t  of  tl-e a t t a c k s  from t h e  n o r t h  would come from t h a t  
a r e a .  The 1 1 t h  Brigade,  he r e c a l l e d ,  w a s  running sweeps 
through t h e  a r e a  and uncover ing r i c e  caches .  H e  s t a t e d  
t h a t  sometime i n  mid-March he had r ece ived  in fo rma t ion  
t h a t  p a r t s  o f  t h e  48th VC B a t t a l i o n  had been caught  i n  t h e  
open and ove r  1 0 0  had been k i l l e d  (pg. 7 ) .  This  remained i n  
h i s  mind because they  thought  it would t a k e  t h r e e  months 
f o r  t h e  b a t t a l i o n  t o  r e b u i l d  and they  expec ted  a break  d u r i n g  
t h i s  t i m e  (pg.  7 ) .  These r e p o r t s  came t o  him through 
Vietnamese channels  (pg.  8 ) .  He s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e  government 
o f  Vietnam cons idered  t h e  people  i n  t h e  a r e a  a s  enemies.  
H e  d e s c r i b e d  t h e  women a s  be ing  s o l d i e r s  and s a i d  t h a t  t h e  
c h i l d r e n  up t o  1 2  o r  1 4  y e a r s  o l d  would c a r r y  ammunition 
(pg.  2 3 ) .  He f e l t  t h a t  t h e  Vietnamese government never  
cons idered  t h e  propaganda on t h e  i n c i d e n t  impor tan t  enough 
t o  beg in  an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  (pg.  2 3 ) .  Everyone i n  t h a t  area 
had t o  be  a VC sympath izer ,  o r  e l s e  t hey  would have been 
k i l l e d  by t h e  VC (pg. 8 )  . 
3 .  HIS KNOWLEDGE OF THE VC PROPAGANDA CONCERNING THE 
I N C I D E N T .  

The w i t n e s s  w a s  shown E x h i b i t  M-33, which w a s  VC , . 

propaganda and s t a t e d  t h a t  it w a s  merely propaganda (pg.9) . 
He w a s  shown E x h i b i t  M-31, t h e  census  Grievance Committee 
Report ,  which he  s t a t e d  he had never  s een  (pg.  1 0 )  . 
E x h i b i t  M-35, ano the r  p i e c e  o f  VC propaganda was shown t o  
t h e  w i t n e s s  (pg.  17 ' .  He had never  s een  t h i s  propaganda 
b e f o r e  b u t  aga in  d i smissed  i t  a s  "merely propaganda" (pg. 1 7 ) .  
H e  s t a t e d  t h a t  because of  t h e  s p e c i i i c s  i n  t h e  r e p o r t  
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it would have been followed up, h.ad he, seen it (pg. 18)  . 
4 .  CENSUS GRIEVANCE COMM1:TTEE. 

The w i t n e s s  d i scus sed  M r .  T E ,  t h e  s e c t o r  Census 
Grievance Committee a d v i s o r  a s  be ing  p o l i t i c a l  and f u r t h e r i n g  
h i s  own c a r e e r  (pg.  9 ) .  He a l s o  s t a t e d  t h a t  h e  worked 
c l o s e l y  w i th  M r .  PREW, known a s  M r .  NEILL by t h e  Vietnamese, 
and f e l t  t h a t  i f  t h e  r e p o r t  o f  t h e  Census Grievance 
Committee had come through M r .  PREW, t h a t  it would have been 
passed on t o  him (pg.  1 0 )  . 
5. THE REPORT OF THE SON T I N H  DISTRICT CHIEF. 

The w i t n e s s  had n o t  s een  ~ x h i b i tM-34 which was t h e  
r e p o r t  from t h e  d i s t r i c t  c h i e f  o f  Son Tinh t o  t h e  prov ince  
c h i e f  (pg.  11). It had n o t  been c a l l e d  t o  h i s  a t t e n t i o n  
and he  f e l t  t h a t  had it gone t o  t h e  MACV Quang Ngai S e c t o r ,  
t hey  would have informed him o f  i t  (pg.  11). 

6.  HIS KNOWLEDGE OF ADVISORY PERSONNEL. 

The w i t n e s s  s t a t e d  he  knew Major GAVIN,  t h e  sub-post  
a d v i s o r  i n  Son Tinh a s  w e l l  a s  RODRIGUEZ,  who was t h e  
deputy (pg.  1 2 ) .  The wi tnes s  could  n o t  r e c a l l  t h e  name 
of  t h e  Phoenix Committee member, a f i r s t  l i e u t e n a n t  from 
t h a t  a r e a  (pg.  1 2 )  . He s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e r e  was a p e r s o n a l i t y  
c o n f l i c t  between M r .  MAY and Colonel  K H I E N  (pg.  1 4 )  . 
He f e l t  t h a t  L ieu t enan t  Colonel  . G U I N N  probably g o t  a long  
b e t t e r  w i t h  Colonel  K H I E N  than  d i d  M r .  MAY (pg.  16)  . 
7 .  HIS KNOWLEDGE ~F'INVESTIGATIONSINTO THE INCIDENT. 

The w i t n e s s  d i d  n o t  know t h a t  t h e r e  was an American 
i n v e s t i g a t i o n  going on (pg.  1 8 ) .  He s t a t e d  he should  have 
known of a c i v i l  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  by t h e  Vietnamese b u t  he d i d  
n o t  (pg.  1 8 )  . The wi tnes s  f e l t  t h a t  any i n c i d e n t  which 
d i d  happen was be ing  magnif ied t o  "des t roy  t h e  image of  
t h e  United S t a t e s  Army" (pg.  2 1 ) .  H e  f e l t  it was a minor 
i n c i d e n t  because o the rwi se  he would have known about it 
(pg*  2 5 )  
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EXHIBITS 

NUMBER DESCRIPTION 

M-31 Census Grievance Report  
T r a n s c r i p t  o f  VC broad-
c a s t  

TAN'S kt ter  t o  KHIEN 
11 Apr 68 ( t r a n s )  
VC propaganda 
l e a f  l e t  

Wall map 

NOTZS PAGES 

Wltness  had n o t  1 
seen b e f o r e .  1 0  
Witness f e l t  it 
was merely propa- 
ganda. 

9 

Witness had n o t  
seen  b e f o r e .  11 
Wltness  d l d  n o t  
r e c a l l  s e e i n g  be- 
t o r e .  

17 
Used b y  t h e  w i t -
n e s s  a s  a r e f e r e n c q  6 
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(The hear ing  reconvened a t  1320 hours ,  13 January 
1970 .) 

10: The hear ing  w i l l  come t o  order .  

RCDR: The fol lowing named persons a r e  present :  LTG 
PEERS, MR MACCRATE, ana MAJ LYNN. 

S i r ,  t h e  next  wi tness  i s  M r .  Robert RAMSDELL. 

(MR RAMSDELL was c a l l e d  as  a  wi tness ,  was sworn, 
and t e s  ti£i e d  as follows :) 

M r .  RAMSDELL, f o r  t h e  record  w i l l  you p lease  
s t a t e  your f u l l  name, occupation, and residence? 

Robert B. RAMSDELL, 527 Eas t  Michigan Avenue, Apt. B,  
Orlando, F lo r ida .  A t  t h e - p r e s e n t  time I am a p r i v a t e  inves t -  
i g a t o r .  

10: M r .  RAMSDELL, be fo re  we proceed wi th  any quest-  
ions  I s h a l l  inform you concerning c e r t a i n  mat ters .  

This inves t iga t ion 'was  d i r e c t e d  j o i n t l y  by t h e  
Sec re ta ry  of t h e  Army and t h e  Chief of S t a f f  of the  United 
S t a t e s  Army f o r  t h e  purpose of determining t h e  f a c t s  and 
making f indings  and recommendations concerning two th ings :  

\ 

(1) the .  adequacy of p r i o r  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  and 
i n q u i r i e s  i n t o  and the  subsequent reviews and r e p o r t s  with- 
i n  t h e  chain of command of what is now. commonly r e f e r r e d  t o  
a s  t h e  My Lai i n c i d e n t  of 1 6  March, 1968 ,  and 

(2) t he  p o s s i b l e  suppression o r  withholding of 
information by any person who had a duty t o  r e p o r t  and t o  
fu rn i sh  information concerning t h i s  i n c i d e n t .  

This  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  which we a r e  conducting is  n o t  
t o  determine a l l  the  f a c t s  and circumstances as t o  what 
happened a t  My Lai .  I t  is d i r e c t e d  t o  those s p e c i f i c  pur- 
poses which I have j u s t  ind ica ted .  Do you have any ques t ions  
concerning those two po in t s?  

10: I have had made a v a i l a b l e  t o  me and have reviewed 
p r i o r  o f f i c i a l  s ta tements  obtained i n  o t h e r  o f f i c i a l  i n v e s t i -  
ga t ions  of the  My Lai  i n c i d e n t .  To t h e  b e s t  of my reco l l ec -  
t i o n ,  I have seen  no testimony which you have given. 
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A.  I d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  t h e r e  has  been any ,  s i r ,  t o  my 
knowledge. 

Q Your tes t imony t h i s  a f t e rnoon  w i l l  b e  t a k e n  under 
o a t h .  A verba t im t r a n s c r i p t  w i l l  be  p repa red .  A t a p e  re-
co rd ing  is  be ing  .made i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  verba t im n o t e s  
b e i n g  taken  by t h e  r e p o r t e r .  

Although t h e  g e n e r a l  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  of  t h e  r e p o r t  
w i l l  be  c o n f i d e n t i a l ,  it i s  p o s s i S l e  t h a t  t h e  t e s t imony ,  o r  
a t  leas t  p a r t s  of it, may a t  a l a t e r  d a t e  become a m a t t e r  of  
p u b l i c  knowledge. 

Aside from myself ,  h e r e  a t  t h e  t a b l e  i s  M r .  
MACCRATE, a c i v i l i a n  lawyer who h a s  vo lun tee red  h i s  s e r v i c e s  -
t o  t h e  S e c r e t a r y  of t h e  Army t o  a s s i s t  me i n  t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  
and t o  prov ide  l e g a l  counse l .  We have o t h e r  members of t h e  
i n v e s t i g a t i o n  team as w e l l  who are n o t  p r e s e n t  h e r e .  However, 
i n  t h e  f i n a l  a n a l y s i s ,  I have t h e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  weighing 
t h e  ev idence  and making t h e  f i n d i n g s  and t h e  recommendations. 

W e  a r e  d i r e c t i n g  a l l  t h e  m i l i t a r y  w i t n e s s e s  beA 
f o r e  t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  n o t  t o  d i s c u s s  t h e i r  t es t imony of 
t h e  i n c i d e n t ,  o r  t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  w i t h  o t h e r s .  W e  a r e  
r e q u e s t i n g  t h a t  you no t  d i r e c t l y  o r  through o t h e r s  d i s c u s s  
t h e  My Lai  i n c i d e n t ,  i n c l u d i n g  subsequent  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  and 
r e p o r t s ,  w i t h  any person  who may have been connected w i t h  
t h e  i n c i d e n t  i n  any way and who i s  t o  be  o r  h a s  been a w i t -
n e s s  i n  t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  Th i s  r e q u e s t  does n o t  apply i f  
you are r e q u i r e d  o r  r eques t ed  t o  d i s c u s s  t h i s  ca se  o r  your  
t es t imony w i t h  o t h e r  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e ,  quas i - j u d i c i a l ,  jud i -
c i a l ,  o r  l e g i s l a t i v e  bodies .  

Do you have any q u e s t i o n s  on any of  t h e  matters 
which w e  have d i s c u s s e d ?  

A. No, sir.  S i r  may I make one s t a t e m e n t  be fo re  w e  
s t a r t .  

Q. You c e r t a i n l y  may. 

A. I have been in contact with my former organization 
and I have had a d i s c u s s i o n  w i t h  one of o u r  l e g a l  depar tment  
r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  and a f r i e n d  of mine who came w i t h  him t o  
i d e n t i f y  him t o  me i n  person .  I have been a u t h o r i z e d  t o  
admit  t o  you immediately t h a t  I was a member of  t h e  C e n t r a l  
I n t e l l i g e n c e  Agency. I am n o t  a t  t h e  p r e s e n t .  I have a l s o  
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been i n s t r u c t e d  t h a t  under my sec recy  o a t h ,  I am t o  coope ra t e  
f u l l y  w i t h  you w i t h  any pe r sona l  knowledge I may have or  any 
op in ions  you d e s i r e  whatsoever.  However, I cannot  mention 
names o f  any former o r  p r e s e n t  agency pe r sonne l  n o r  opera-
t i o n a l  m a t t e r s .  This  i s  n o t  i n  any way a p repa red  speech.  
I am merely t r y i n g  t o  p?.ss t h i s  t o  General  PEERS s o  t h e r e  i s  
no misunders tanding.  I have been instructed t o  coope ra t e  
f u l l y  and t o  t e l l  you of t h e s e  people .  These are my l i m i t -

. a t i o n s .  Other t h a n  t h a t ,  gentlemen, I a m  complete ly  a t  your  
s e r v i c e .  

Q I t h i n k  I unders tand your  p o s i t i o n .  A s  a m a t t e r  
of  f a c t ,  I have had some d i s c u s s i o n s  i n  t h i s  r e g a r d  wi th  
some of t h e  o f f i c i a l s  i n  your o r g a n i z a t i o n  s o  I unders tand  
completely . 
A. Y e s  , sir.  

Q M r .  RAMSDELL, i n  March 1 96 8 what was your  du ty
assignment? 

A. I w a s  t h e  RDCP and Phoenix Committee chairman. 

Q And how long  had 'you been i n  t h a t  c a p a c i t y ?  

A. I a r r i v e d  i n  Quang Ngai-- this  i s  an approximation--
I b e l i e v e  on 4 February 1968. I was immediately a s s igned  as 
t h e  ' s e n i o r  RDCP and .chairman o f  t h e  Phoenix Committee. 

Q When you say  RDCP, the RDC I recognize--

A. ( ~ n t e r p o s i n g )  P i s  f o r  p l a n s .  

Q P is  f o r  p l a n s .  Revolut ionary Development Cadre 
f o r  P lans .  

A. A c t u a l l y ,  i f  you wish ,  I ' l l  d e f i n e  what t h a t  
job c o n s i s t e d  o f .  

Q- W e l l ,  I'd l i k e  you t o  e x p l a i n  what your  r e spons i -
b i l i t i e s  were ,  bo th  wi th  r e s p e c t  t o  t h e  RD Cadre and wi th  
r e s p e c t  t o  t h e  Phoenix Program? 

A. To t h e  RD Cadre ,  none. I had no th ing  whatsoever 
t o  do w i t h  t h e  cad re .  I was t h e  a d v i s o r  t o  t h e  S p e c i a l  P o l i c e  
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Branch of t h e  South Vietnamese P o l i c e .  I t h i n k  t h i s  branch 
would b e s t  be d e s c r i b e d  a s  a combination of  t h e  F B I  and t h e  
C I A  r o l l e d  i n t o  one. Not every  p o l i c e  depar tment  a s  w e  know 
it has  a s e c t i o n ,  and t h i s  one s e c t i o n  w a s  my s o l e  r e spons i -
b i l i t y .  The P u b l i c  S a f e t y  D iv i s ion  handled t h e  remainder o f  
t h e  p o l i c e .  A s  t h e  Phoenix c o o r d i n a t o r  I a l s o  handled In-
t e l l i g e n c e  n e t s ,  c h a i n s ,  and s o  f o r t h .  I n  a d d i t i o n ,  t h e  
Phoenix Committee was a j o i n t  MACV-Vietnamese o r g a n i z a t i o n .  
W e  had t h e  f i r s t  a c t  of  going up i n  t h a t  a r e a .  I t h i n k  it 
can b e s t  be  desc r ibed  a s  a pool  where we brought  i n  a l l  
i n t e l l i g e n c e  from members of  a l l  o r g a n i z a t i o n s ,  i n c l u d i n g  
Vietnamese, American, c i v i l i a n  and m i l i t a r y  p o l i c e ,  and 
e v e r y t h i n g ,  and pooled it, and t h e n  e i t h e r  f e d  it back t o  
o r g a n i z a t i o n s  where it could  be  used e i t h e r  i n  t h e  Vietna-
mese a r e a  o r  t h e  American. A s  an example, i f  t h e r e  w e r e  
o p e r a t i o n a l  needs i n  a d i s t r i c t ,  t hey  could  r e q u e s t  i n f o r -
mation.  Our f i l e s  could be  checked i n  t h i s  poo l  i f  t h e r e  
w e r e  c e r t a i n  a r e a s  where p o l i c e  could  f i n d  o u t  c e r t a i n  i n -
format ion from us and s o  f o r t h .  Then we could  f e e d  it  back.  
I t  was a lmost  what you could  t e r m  a "pool" .  I b e l i e v e  t h a t  
best d e s c r i b e s  it. 

Q Your primary focus  as I r e c a l l  i t ,  was on t h e  VCI? 
I f  I ' m  n o t  mis taken? 

A.  T h a t ' s  c o r r e c t ,  s ir .  I t  was an o r g a n i z a t i o n .  
I t ' s  a very poor word. I ' m  s u r e  you w i l l  unders tand  it. 
I t  was t h e  e l i m i n a t i o n  of V C I .  They l a t e r  changed it t o  
some o t h e r  word t h a t  was less d e s c r i p t i v e .  The word " e l i m i -
n a t i o n "  i s  immediately cons t rued  t o  mean k i l l .  I t  d i d  n o t  
mean t h a t .  I n  f a c t ,  w e  had t o  e n l a r g e  o u r  PIC, which w a s  a 
j a i l  f a c i l i t y .  

Q PIC, t h a t  w a s  t h e  Province I n t e r r o g a t i o n  Cente r?  

A. T h a t ' s  c o r r e c t .  That  f e l l  under t h e  s p e c i a l  
branch.  

Q For t h e  r e c o r d ,  t h e  te rm V C I  meant V i e t  Cong
I n f r a s t r u c t u r e .  While you were i n .t h e s e  c a p a c i t i e s ,  M r .  
RAMSDELL, what w a s  your  c o n t a c t  w i th  t h e  11 th  Brigade o r  
Task Force Barker?  

A .  P r i n c i p a l l y  through t h e  Phoenix Committee. I ,  i n  
my c a p a c i t y ,  had very  l i t t l e  a c t u a l l y  t o  do w i t h  t h e  m i l i t a r y  
t h e  American o r  t h e  Vietnamese, o t h e r  t han  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  I 
f ed  them in fo rma t ion .  T h e i r  p r i n c i p a l  du ty  w a s  t o .  assist u s ,  
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coope ra t e  w i t h  u s ,  on t h e  e l i m i n a t i o n  of t h e  V C I .  But my 
p r i n c i p a l  du ty  was s t r i c t l y  w i t h  t h e  p o l i c e  because t h a t  was 
t h e  s o l e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y .  A s  you p u t  i t ,  what w a s  a d i r e c t  
c o n t a c t  o r  something of  t h i s  n a t u r e ,  t h e r e  was very l i t t l e .  
I f  w e  were t o  g e t  in format ion  t h a t  would appear  t o  be  h o t  
i n  an a r e a  w e  would f o l ~ o wt h i s  i n fo rma t ion .  I f  it was i n  
t h e  A 0  o f  t h e  1 1 t h  Brigade,  it might f a l l  i n  t h e r e .  I f  i t  
w a s  i n  t h e  A 0  o f  t h e  2d ARVN, i f  it f e l l  i n t o  t h e  A 0  of  
MACV, w e  might use t r o o p s  of l o c a l  f o r c e s .  I n  o t h e r  words, 
w e  w e r e  a s e r v i c i n g  o r g a n i z a t i o n .  I n  t h a t  c a p a c i t y  I g o t  
t o  know them. But as f a r  as any d i r e c t  c o n t a c t ,  no.  

Q Did you have members of t h e  b r igade  o f  t h e  t a s k  
f o r c e  on your  Phoenix Committee? 

A .  Genera l ,  I am n o t  t r y i n g  t o  b e  e v a s i v e  on t h i s  
one ,  b u t  I f e l t  t h i s  q u e s t i o n  was coming up,  and I sa t  l a s t  
n i g h t  and t r i e d  t o  t h i n k  of t h e  i n d i v i d u a l s .  A l l  I can say  
i s  t h a t  eve ry  m i l i t a r y  and c i v i l  o r g a n i z a t i o n  i n  t h a t  a r e a  
had members i n  t h a t  o r g a n i z a t i o n .  We had t h e  America1 
Div i s ion  h e a d q u a r t e r s ,  s o  t h a t  i f  i n fo rma t ion  would come t o  
us w e  cou ld  immediately p u t  it t o  d i v i s i o n ,  and they  would 
r e f e r  it t o  t h e  1 1 t h  Brigade.  

Q I n  b road  terms would you e x p l a i n  your  i n t e l l i g e n c e  
c o l l e c t i o n  c a p a b i l i t i e s  and i n  t h e  p roces s  i n d i c a t e  any con-
t a c t  which you may have had w i t h  t h e  v i l l a g e  o r  hamlet  c h i e f s  
th roughout  t h e  prov ince?  

A .  My f u n c t i o n  a s  an RDCP d i d  n o t  i n c l u d e  t h e  d i r e c t  
o r  p e r s o n a l  c o n t a c t  wi th  t h e  v i l l a g e  c h i e f s  o r  t h e  low l e v e l  
o r  t h e  a c t i o n  l e v e l  of t h e  in formant .  In  o t h e r  words I 
would p e r s o n a l l y  b e  what you could  p o s s i b l y  t e r m  a c a s e  
o f f i c e r ,  something of t h i s  n a t u r e ,  who would c a r r y  it o u t  
from t h a t  a r e a .  Perhaps it would b e s t  d e s c r i b e  my p o s i t i o n  
i n  terms of a wheel ,  and I was i n  t h e  h& p o s i t i o n ,  a s  t h e  
spokesman o u t  i n  t h e  a r e a s ,  b u t  t h e r e  would b e  many people  
i n  between. I n  g e n e r a l  we had sou rces  of in format ion  i n t o  
a l l  a r e a s  and in formants  i n  a l l  a r e a s ,  n e t s ,  t h i n g s  of  t h i s  
n a t u r e .  

Q Now would you e x p l a i n  your  working r e l a t i o n s h i p  
o r  t h e  r a p p o r t  which you had w i t h  your  Vietnamese counter-
p a r t s ?  W e  can even go beyond c o u n t e r p a r t s  because a few 
minutes  ago you mentioned Colonel  NjIEN, f o r  example. So I 
would s a y ,  w i t h  t h e  Vietnamese as a whole and s p e c i f i c a l l y  
w i t h  your  c o u n t e r p a r t s .  
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A.  W e l l ,  I have on ly  one way I can answer t h a t ,  s i r .  
I g o t  a long  ex t remely  w e l l  w i th  t h e  Vietnamese t o  a p o i n t  
t h a t  I w a s  awarded two commendations. I w a s  awarded t h e  
Cross of G a l l a n t r y  w i t h  S i l v e r  S t a r  p e r s o n a l l y .  There were 
a number of p a r t i e s  t h a t  were g iven  when I l e f t .  There w e r e  
a number, q u i t e  a  number, of tears .  I never  i n  t h e  t i m e  I 
was over  t h e r e  had any problem whatsoever w i t h  t h e  Vietnamese 
i n  t h e  Quang Ngai a r e a .  I p e r s o n a l l y  and s i n c e r e l y  s t a t e  
t h a t  I c o n s i d e r  them my f r i e n d s .  I r e a l l y  do. A t  one t i m e  
over  t h e r e  we r e c e i v e d  word t h a t  t h e r e  w e r e  500,000 " P t s "  
(Vietnamese P i a s t e r s )  p u t  on my head dead o r  a l i v e  by t h e  
V i e t  Cong, and I never  had any f e a r .  I n  f a c t  t h e  Vietnamese 
vo lun tee red  people  t o  s t a y  w i t h  me a l l  t h e  t ime as bodyguards. 
B u t  I never  needed them. I was completely covered.  I would 
s a y  t h a t  my r a p p o r t  was e x c e l l e n t ,  and I f e e l  s i n c e r e l y  i f  
you ask Colonel  KHIEN o r  any of t h e  o t h e r  peop le ,  you 'd  g e t  
t h e  same answer. 

Q. Which of t h e  Vietnamese d i d  you work most ly  w i t h ,  
M r .  RAMSDELL, a s i d e  from Colonel  KHIEN. 

A.  Well Colonel  KHIEN,  o f  cou r se ,  i s  a p rov ince  
c h i e f .  My c o u n t e r p a r t  as such was M r ;  TIET, T-I-E-T. H e  
w a s  a s p e c i a l  branch c h i e f ,  and he was a c t u a l l y  my counte r -
p a r t .  He was t h e  one t h a t  you could say  t h a t  I worked d i -  
r e c t l y  w i th .  Of c o u r s e ,  t h e  c h i e f  of  p o l i c e  i s  very c l o s e .  
L ike  e v e r y t h i n g ,  I had a p o l i c y  t o  keep t h e  P u b l i c  S a f e t y  
D iv i s ion  and my o r g a n i z a t i o n  from over lapping  which some-
t imes  i t  d i d ,  and a s  you know, caused problems a t  t imes .  
Every th ing  t h a t  we d i d  went from T I E T  t o  t h e  c h i e f  of  p o l i c e ,  
b u t  t h e  c h i e f  of  p o l i c e  i f  very  c l o s e .  But I would say  TIET 
was t h e  a c t u a l  c o u n t e r p a r t  and a l s o  a very c l o s e  f r i e n d .  

Q. When you w e r e  i n  t h i s  c a p a c i t y  w i th  Phoenix Coor- 
d i n a t i o n  Committee, what d i d  you h e a r  concerning Task Force  
B a r k e r ' s  o p e r a t i o n  about  mid-March i n t o  t h e  Son My a r e a ?  

A.  Thi s  a r e a  i n  h e r e  ( i n d i c a t i n g  on E x h i b i t  MAP-1) 
was--My L a i ,  t h e  Tu Cung hamle t ,  t h e  My Khe hamle t ,  i n  t h a t  
g e n e r a l  a r e a ,  which i s  n o r t h  of t h e  Song Tra Khuc River .  
This  a r e a  w a s  l i t e r a l l y ,  i f  I may co in  t h e  ph ra se ,  loaded  
w i t h  VC. The 48th,  if I remember t h i s  u n i t  d e s i g n a t i o n  cor-
r e c t l y ,  t h e  48th VC B a t t a l i o n  w a s  i n  t h e r e .  W e  were con-
s t a n t l y  be ing  h a r r a s s e d .  Ninety  p e r c e n t  o f  t h e  a t t a c k s  t h a t  
came from t h e  n o r t h  would come from t h a t  a r e a .  They would 
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jump t h e  r i v e r  and s o  f o r t h ,  and we were a t t a c k e d  from t h a t  
a r e a .  The l a s t  a t t a c k  t h a t  I remember w a s  a  major a t t a c k  
on 23  August. 

Now t h e  l l t h  Brigade a t  t h a t  t i m e  was c o n s t a n t l y  
running sweeps through t h a t  a r e a  and s o  f o r t h .  Of cou r se ,  
t h e  b i g g e s t  problem they  would have was t h a t  t h e s e  people  
would a t t a c k  a t  n i g h t  and go back t o  t h e i r  c i v i l i a n  s t a t u s  
d u r i n g  t h e  day. That  would i n c l u d e  female ,  m i l i t a r y ,  t h e  
whole b i t .  So they  w e r e  doing a f i n e  job up t h e r e .  They 
were f i n d i n g  a number of  caches .  There w a s  a g r e a t  d e a l  
of rice cached up i n  t h a t  a r e a .  And t h e r e  w a s  ammunition 
and weapons cached up i n  t ha t .  a r e a .  

A s  f a r  as my p e r s o n a l  knowledge i s  concerned,  I 
.had never  heard  of  t h e  My L a i  i n c i d e n t  u n t i l  I s a w  it i n  t h e  
pape r s ,  and t h i s  i s  a very hones t  f a c t .  We, i n  t h e  f i r s t  
p a r t  of  March, had wrapped-up 44  VCI  w i t h i n  t h e  c i t y  o f  
Quang Ngai. The s p e c i a l  branch d i d  it a c t u a l l y .  This  was 
t h e  p layover  from t h e  T e t  a f f a i r .  The l l t h  Br igade ,  f o l -
lowing t h i s  wrap-up, immediately began t o  p r e s s  t h a t  a r e a  
and t r y  t o  e l i m i n a t e  t h a t  48th up t h e r e  because t h a t  was 
where o u r  major t r o u b l e  was coming from. They w e r e  a t t a c k -
i n g  t h e  h o s p i t a l  and eve ry th ing  e l s e  i n  Quang Ngai. Some-
t i m e  about  t h e  middle of  March, s h o r t l y  a f t e r  w e  had t h i s  
wrap-up of t h e  V C I  i n  t h e  c i t y ,  I r e c e i v e d  in fo rma t ion ,  t h a t  

. 	p a r t s  of t h e  48th B a t t a l i o n  had been caught  o u t  i n  t h e  open 
and had been caught  w i t h  gunships and a r t i l l e r y  and ove r  
L O O  of  them had been k i l l e d .  

Now t h e  reason  it w a s  impressed on o u r  minds is  
because w e  f i g u r e d  i f  w e  g o t  t h e  V C I  i n  t h e  c i t y ,  and they  
g o t  t h e  48th B a t t a l i o n ,  it w a s  going t o  g i v e  us a b r e a t h e r .  
Now it was because i n  t h i s  a r e a  t h a t  I was d i s c u s s i n g .  The 
b r i g a d e  had no o b l i g a t i o n  t o  r e p o r t  t o  m e  i n  any s e n s e .  
This  i s  t h e  i n t e l l i g e n c e  r e p o r t  w e  r ece ived .  This  w a s  n o t  
a w r i t t e n  i n t e l l i g e n c e  r e p o r t ,  b u t  I g o t  t h e  word. It d i d  
go back.  But it w a s  t h a t  they  had caught  p o r t i o n s  of t h e  
48th B a t t a l i o n  o u t  i n  t h e  open and had s h o t  them up p r e t t y  
bad ly  w i t h  gunships  and a r t i l l e r y .  The r ea son  t h a t  it i m -
p re s sed  m e  was t h e  f a c t  t h a t  it was two ends .  W e  f i g u r e d  
t h a t  w e  might have a break f o r  a wh i l e  because  t h e y  f i g u r e d  
it would t a k e  them about  3 months t o  r e b u i l d  and b r i n g  i n  
new t r o o p s  from t h e  west .  

Q. 	 Do you r e c a l l  where you hea rd  this from? 
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A .  We had n e t s  t h a t  came through up t h e r e .  We w e r e  
cons tan t ly  g e t t i n g  informat ion .  I never t r u s t e d  body counts ,  
f rankly .  I dontt l i k e  t h e  f i g u r e s ,  and it was genera l  in-
formation. But it was through t h e  Vietnamese channel.  I t  
wasnt t through any American channel. A s  I s a i d ,  t h e r e  was . 

no o b l i g a t i o n  on Americans t o  r e p o r t  t o  us. 

Q Do you r e c a l l  whether any of t h e  c o l l e c t i o n  a c t i -
v i t i e s  t h a t  you were a s soc ia ted  with took advantage of i n t e r -
roga t ing  people who may be coming out  of t h a t  a rea?  

A. Well t h e  s p e c i a l  branch would i n t e r r o g a t e  anyone. 
Very f rankly  anyone t h a t  was i n  t h a t  a rea  was considered a 
VCS because they  couldn ' t  surv ive  i n  t h a t  a r e a  unless  they  
were sympathizers.  I mean t h i s  is  something t h a t  you c a n ' t  
p r i n t  f o r  t h e  American p u b l i c ,  b u t  i t ' s  a known f a c t  among 
anyone who's i n  Vietnam. The VC wouldn't  have l e f t  them 
a l i v e .  They had t o  cooperate t o  s t a y  i n  t h a t  a rea .  

Q I t ' s  our  understanding, however, t h a t  t h e r e  was 
more than a l i t t l e  t r a f f i c  t h a t  went back and f o r t h  between 
Tu Cung and Quang Ngai. 

A .  ( . Interposing)  That a rea?  

Q And t h e  refugee camps. 

A.  I am c e r t a i n  t h a t  such t r a f f i c  d i d  go back and 
f o r t h .  By t h e  same token sometimes t h a t  t r a f f i c  is  advan-
tageous and sometimes i t ' s  no t .  In  o t h e r  words you g e t  t h e  
information i n  and keep t h e .  ammunition o u t .  

Q Were you f a m i l i a r  w i t h  any VC propaganda a c t i v i -
t i e s  which may have focussed on t h e  My Lai a rea?  

A. P r i o r  o r  a t  t h a t  time? 

Q A t  about t h a t  time? 

A. No, s ir .  I t  was a knock-down, drag-out f i g h t  i n  
t h a t  a rea .  I say t h i s  personal ly  because t h e r e  were s e v e r a l  
s e c t i o n s  t h a t  I had nothing t o  do with.  A s  I s t a t e d ,  one 
w a s  t h e  RDCO which you a l ready know about.  There a r e  o t h e r s  
which I ' m  su re  w i l l  come ou t  l a t e r  i n  t h i s  i n t e r r o g a t i o n .  
But a s  f a r  a s  my own group o r  t h e  people I have a s s o c i a t e d  
wi th ,  we had nothing on t h a t  a r e a  t h a t  I know o f .  
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Q I have h e r e ,  M r .  RAMSDELL, a copy of some VC pro-
paganda which came out  about t h i s  time (Exh ib i t  M - 3 3 ) .  The 
f i r s t  page as  you w i l l  note i s  r a t h e r  innocuous, s t a t i n g  
about t h e  same l i n e  o r  doc t r ine  t h a t  you have heard s o  many 
times . 
A .  Yes, s i r ,  

Q. I f  you w i l l  n o t i c e  t h e  second page t h e  tone changes 
r a t h e r  sharp ly .  

A.  General,  I d o n ' t  p ro fess  t o  be an e x p e r t ,  and I 
d o n ' t  p ro fess  t o  know it a11 i n  any sense  of t h e  word. 
P lease  d o n ' t  misunderstand me. But I s t i l l  maintain t h a t  a s  
f a r  as  I knew t h i s  i s  exac t ly  what it i s .  I t ' s  propaganda. 
I f e e l  t h i s  way, s i r ,  and t h i s  i s  an opinion. I f  anything 
of t h i s  na tu re  had occurred i n  t h a t  t ime,  I would have known 
it. I ' v e  go t t en  word when a G I  t r u c k  has gone through ' t h e  
v i l l a g e  too  f a s t ,  o r  run over a cow, s o  t h a t  t h e r e  would be 
no misunderstanding o r  hard f e e l i n g s .  I ' d  try t o  send down 
condolences. But I j u s t  simply be l i eve  t h a t  t h a t ' s  what it 
i s ,  propaganda. Now t h e r e  may have been an i n c i d e n t ,  bu t  
nothing compared t o  what t h i s  i s  t r y i n g  t o  make o u t .  

Q How close '  were -you with M r .  TE,  and M r .  VIEN? 

A .  TE, was a case of h i s  own. TE was SCG adv i so r ,  
i f  I remember c o r r e c t l y .  

Q Yes, he  was with--TE, T-E, he headed t h e  Census 
Grievance Committee. 

A.  Yes, t h a t  's t h e  man, n o t  SCG,  Census Grievance. 
I had very l i t t l e  t o  do wi th  him a c t u a l l y .  I t h i n k  it was 
about June 1 9 6 8 ,  he  was placed under t h e  RDCP a t  t h e  time of 
t h i s  i n c i d e n t .  A t  t h e  time they t r a n s f e r r e d  another  member, 
another  adv i so r ,  from t h e  o ld  department t o  me, and TE work-
e d  wi th  me. I pe r sona l ly ,  a s  I s a y ,  had very l i t t l e  t o  do 
w i t h  TE. I had been t o l d ,  t h a t  TE was p o l i t i c a l  and had 
been warned on s e v e r a l  occasions f o r  t r y i n g  t o  use elements 
of h i s  o rgan iza t ion  t o  f u r t h e r  h i s  own p o l i t i c a l  c a r e e r .  I 
have nothing a g a i n s t  TE. I had no problems wi th  TE because 
TE and I had very l i t t l e  t o  do wi th  each o t h e r .  He was work-
i n g  wi th  census gr ievance and was s t r i c t l y  wi th  another  ad-
v i s o r .  I knew most of what TE pu t  i n ,  b u t  I had no d i r e c t  
con tac t .  . 
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Q Did you work very c l o s e l y  w i t h  M r .  PREW t h e r e ?  

A.  Very c l o s e l y .  

Q I b e l i e v e  h e  w a s  commonly r e f e r r e d  t o  by t h e  V i e t -
namese a s  M r .  NEILL? 

A. Yes. I t h i n k  wi th  a six-man complement i n  t h e  
c i t y  of  Hue du r ing  T e t .  You've g o t  t o  be  very f r i e n d l y .  So 
M r .  PREW and I a r e  extremely f r i e n d l y ,  and w e  f o r t u n a t e l y  
have been a b l e  t o  c a r r y  it on through.  He 's  a good f r i e n d  
of  mine. He had a son ,  who worked d i r e c t l y  f o r  me wi th  t h e  
o t h e r  CG. But i n  h i s  c a p a c i t y  h e  c a r r i e d  on a l i t t l e  b i t  
more. He was n o t  w i t h  me  a t  t h e  t ime of t h i s  a f f a i r .  

Q. I have h e r e  an e x h i b i t  t h a t  has  been e n t e r e d  i n t o  
t h e  r eco rd  a s  E x h i b i t  M-31, bo th  i n  i t s  Vietnamese form and 
i t s  t r a n s l a t i o n  form, d a t e d  18  March. 

A .  I 'm s o r r y ,  I ' v e  never  s een  t h i s  r e p o r t .  

Q Would you have expec ted  wi th  t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  
that e x i s t e d  between M r .  PFtEW and t h e  Census Grievance Com-
m i t t e e ,  which he adv i sed ,  t h a t  t h i s  i n fo rma t ion  would have 
been a v a i l a b l e  t o  him? 

A.  I can '  t answer t h a t ,  s i r ,  I j u s t  s imply don ' t  
know. I would say  t h a t  i f  t h e  r e p o r t  came t o  my peop le ,  o r  
t h e  people  I w a s  wcrking w i t h ,  t h a t  I would have been a p p r i s e d .  
I b e l i e v e  t h a t  i f  such a  r e p o r t  had come through ,  M r .  PREW 
should  have been t o l d  about  i t ,  b u t  h e  might n o t  have been 
t o l d  about  it. I d o n ' t  know, b u t  many of  t h e  i n fo rman t s ,  a s  
I desc r ibed  e a r l i e r  were extremely low l e v e l .  Most o f  them 
c o u l d n ' t  r e a d  o r  w r i t e .  Th is  in format ion  would b e  passed 
b e f o r e  it f i n a l l y  reached  someone t h a t  could g e t  it on pape r ,  
through many hands. I ' m  n o t  t r y i n g  t o  defend ,  deny,  knock 
down, o r  any th ing  else. I ' m  t r y i n g  t o  p o i n t  o u t  p o s s i b i l i t i e s .  
A s  f a r  a s  t h i s  r e p o r t  i s  concerned,  p e r s o n a l l y  I h a v e n ' t  s een  
it. A s  f a r  a s  M r .  PREW's r e l a t i o n s h i p ,  o r  N E I L L ' s  r e l a t i o n -
s h i p ,  when he w a s  working w i t h  me, t h e r e  appeared t o  be  no 
d i f f i c u l t y .  

Q Were you f a m i l i a r  w i t h ,  o r  w a s  it e v e r  c a l l e d  t o  
your  a t t e n t i o n ,  t h a t  t h e  d i s t r i c t  c h i e f  of  Son Tinh had 
f i l e d  a r e p o r t  w i t h  t h e  province c h i e f  on t h e  i n c i d e n t  which 
may have occu r red  i n  My La i?  
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A .  . No, t h i s  I didn* know. 

Q I have he re  a r e p o r t  which has  been e n t e r e d  i n t o  
t h e  r e c o r d  a s  E x h i b i t  M-34, which i s  a r e p o r t  from t h e  d i s -
t r i c t  c h i e f  of Son Tinh t o  t h e  prov ince  c h i e f ,  and you w i l l  
n o t i c e  a l s o  t h a t  a copy of t h i s  was s e n t  t o  t h e  2d ARVN 
Div is ion  h e a d q u a r t e r s ,  and a l s o  sent t.o _MACV Quang Ngai 
S e c t o r .  Was t h i s  e v e r  c a l l e d  t o  your a t t e n t i o n  e i t h e r  
through t h e  prov ince  o r  through U.S. adv i so ry  group? 

A.  No, s i r .  

Q I t  would appear  t h a t  i f ,  i n  f a c t ,  t h i s  r e p o r t  
w a s  d e l i v e r e d  t o  MACV Quang Ngai S e c t o r  t h a t  it would have 
been c a l l e d  t o  your  a t t e n t i o n ?  

A. Ac tua l ly  t h e r e  was no i n s t r u c t i o n s  I knew t h a t  
t hey  would have t o  c a l l  t h a t  r e p o r t  t o  my a t t e n t i o n .  

Q I mean as a formal m a t t e r  of course?  

A. A s  a m a t t e r  of o p e r a t i o n a l  i n t e r e s t s ,  l e t  m e  p u t  
it t h a t  way. W e  w e r e  working wi th  t h e  Phoenix and t h i s  t y p e  
of t h i n g ,  because w e  a l s o  handled a sma l l  amount o f  propa-
ganda o u r s e l v e s .  This  skould have been ,  y e s ,  I b e l i e v e  I 
should  have known it. There was no th ing  d e f i n i t e .  I n  o t h e r  
words,  I b e l i e v e  I should have known it, y e s .  There w a s  
no need f o r  them t o  do i t ,  b u t  o p e r a t i o n a l l y  t hey  shou ld  
have i f  t h e r e  w a s  such a r e p o r t ,  and appa ren t ly  it does 
e x i s t .  

Q Well,  t h i s  i s  what I would t h i n k  w i t h i n  a  smal l  
adv i so ry  s t a f f  which you had t h e r e  i n  Quang Ngai. With your  
meet ings ,  d a i l y  meet ings ,  f o r  coo rd ina t ion  purposes ,  it 
would s e e m  something l i k e  t h i s  would have been d i s c u s s e d  s o  
t h a t  t h e  concerned people  would have been a b l e  t o  do some-
t h i n g  about  it. 

A.  I f u l l y  agree  w i th  t h a t ,  General  PEERS. A s  a 
former s e n i o r  p rov ince  a d v i s o r ,  i f  he  d i d n ' t  want t o  d i s c u s s  
it a t  an open meet ing,  he could have c a l l e d  i n  c e r t a i n  e l e -
ments t o  d i s c u s s  t h i s .  Again, I must s t a t e  t h a t  p e r s o n a l l y  
it w a s  n o t  c a l l e d  t o  my a t t e n t i o n .  I f  it had been ,  o r  any-
t h i n g  o f  t h a t  n a t u r e ,  it would have been my duty  and I would 
have done t h i s .  I would have r e p o r t e d  it through my channe ls .  
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Q Do you r e c a l l  any th ing  a t  a l l  d u r i n g  t h i s  p e r i o d
t h a t  may have,  now t h a t  some of t h e s e  t h i n g s  have been 
brought  t o  your  a t t e n t i o n ,  t h a t  may have s u r f a c e d  t h i s ?  

A .  No. To be p e r f e c t l y  f rank  wi th  you,  s ir .  I ' v e  
racked my b r a i n s  ove r  t h i s  because I wanted t o  be  clear and 
conc i se .  1.wanted t o  be  f a i r  t o  bo th  t h e  Vietnamese and 
Americans. ' I wanted t o  be  f a i r  t o  whatever American s o l d i e r s  
a r e  involved .  I s a i d  ear l ie r ,  I a m  n o t  e x a c t l y  what you 
would c a l l  an i m p a r t i a l  w i t n e s s .  I j u s t  r ece ived  word t h a t  
my son l o s t  h i s  r i g h t  l e g  i n  Vietnam, and I ' v e  been s h o t  a t  
a few t i m e s ,  s o  I ' m  n o t  e x a c t l y  p a r t i a l  t o  t h e  V i e t  Cong. 
But I ' m  t r y i n g  t o  be  hones t  and f a i r  about  t h i s  whole t h i n g .  
I d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  i n  k i l l i n g  bab ie s  e i t h e r .  

My o r g a n i z a t i o n  as f a r  a s  t h e  RDCP s e c t i o n  and 
t h e  Phoenix Committee, w e  had no knowledge o f  any th ing  o f  
t h i s  magnitude. I had hea rd ,  as I t o l d  you, of  t h e  i n c i d e n t  
where p a r t s  of t h e  b a t t a l i o n  had been caught  up w i t h ,  o u t  i n  
t h e  open, b u t  t h i s  was s t r i c t l y  a m i l i t a r y  o p e r a t i o n ,  and it 
had no th ing  whatsoever t o  do wi th  c i v i l i a n s .  Of c o u r s e ,  
t h i s  i s  one h e l l  of a f i n e  d i s t i n c t i o n ,  f i n e  l i n e  o f  d i s -
t i n c t i o n  between t h e  word " c i v i l i a n "  and t h e  word "VC". 
Sometimes you c a n ' t  t e l l  which i s  which u n t i l  you g e t  a 
b u l l e t  i n  you. But t h i s  does n o t  i nc lude  c h i l d r e n  and t h i s  
t ype  of  t h i n g ,  and t h i s  seems t o  be  t h e  b i g  a f f a i r  as f a r  
a s  t h e  My L a i  i n c i d e n t  i s  concerned.  

I can on ly  say  t h a t  I assume they  would have t o l d  
m e .  The prov ince  c h i e f  may have had knowledge and may ' no t  -

have.  I ' m  n o t  f o o l  enough t o  t h i n k  t h a t  he  would t e l l  m e  
e v e r y t h i n g  t h a t  happened, b u t  by t h e  same token  I. b e l i e v e  
t h a t  on something of t h i s  n a t u r e  I would have g o t t e n  word.. 
Tha t '  s what I ' m  b a s i n g  my opin ion  on. 1 r e c e i v e d  no word 
o f  any th ing  l i k e  t h i s  a t  a l l .  W e  had o u r  own sou rces  o u t ,  
and I t h i n k  someone would have r e p o r t e d  it. 

Q How w e l l  d i d  you know Major GAVIN o r  Cap ta in  
RODRIGUEZ? 

A .  I knew Major GAVIN b e t t e r  t han  I d i d  Capta in  
RODRIGUEZ. Major GAVIN was t h e  subpos t  a d v i s o r ,  I t h i n k  
Son Tinh subpos t  a d v i s o r .  I f  I remember c o r r e c t l y  RODRIGUEZ 
was t h e  deputy ,  and we had a Phoenix Committee member from 
t h e r e ,  a young f i r s t  l i e u t e n a n t ,  I c a n ' t  t h i n k  of h i s  name. 
Major GAVIN went home on a 30-day l e a v e ,  made l i e u t e n a n t  
c o l o n e l ,  and came back t o  Quang Ngai. He was t h e  subpos t  
commander. 
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Q. Did they eve r  mention t o  you t h i s  r e p o r t  of t h e  
d i s t r i c t  ch ie f  t o  t h e  province c h i e f ?  

A. No, d e f i n i t e l y  no t .  

MR MACCRATE: Can you r e c a l l  t h e  name of t h i s  young Phoenix 
l i e u t e n a n t ?  

A. S i r ,  I ' v e  been an i n v e s t i g a t o r  f o r  t h e  Army and 
i n  c i v i l i a n  l i f e  f o r  20  y e a r s ,  and I hopeless ly  s i t  here  
ashamed. I can p i c t u r e  him i n  my mind, and I can probably 
draw a p i c t u r e  of him, bu t  I c a n ' t  th ink  of h i s  name. He 
had it seems t o  me, an I r i s h  name, a  long,  t a l l  k i d ,  f i r s t  
l i e u t e n a n t .  

. I0: Did he d ress  i n  m i l i t a r y  c l o t h e s  o r  c i v i l i a n  
c l o t h e s ?  

A.  M i l i t a r y .  These were no t  considered c i v i l i a n s .  
These were n o t  detai1,ees .  They were s t r i c t l y  assigned.  
They could be r e c a l l e d .  I beg your pardon, sir.  I j u s t  
simply can 't remember t h a t  man ' s  name. 

MR MACCRATE: Was h i s  name FROSCH? 

A. No. I t  seemed t o  me it was an I r i s h  sounding 
name. The t h i n g  t h a t  impressed me most about him, and I 
s e e  no reason not  t o  b r ing  t h i s  up, he thought t h e  world of  
Colonel BARKER. The day Colonel BARKER was k i l l e d ,  t e a r s  
were streaming r i g h t  down h i s  face .  Of course ,  Colonel 
BARKER was one of t h e  best- loved commanding o f f i c e r s  I ' v e  
ever  seen.  Men would t u r n  t h e i r  own s e l v e s  wrong s i d e  o u t  
f o r  him. He was a tremendous person,  a  g r e a t  combat l eader .  

10: You a r e  f a m i l i a r  with M r .  B i l l  S I T T I G  t h a t  works 
t h e r e ?  

A. Pardon me, sir.  

Q M r .  B i l l  S ITTIG t h a t  worked t h e r e ?  

A. C~nte rpos ing)  How do 'you s p e l l  t h a t ,  s i r ?  

Q S-I-T-T-I-G, worked i n  Son Tinh. 

13  
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A. H e  may have been an a i d  adv i so r .  I d o n ' t  r e m e m -
b e r  him by name. There was a number of t h o s e  a d v i s o r s  t h a t  
we d i d n ' t  have t o o  much t o  do wi th .  I mean w e  purpose ly  
d i d  t h i s ,  n o t  because of any g r e a t  f e e l i n g  of s u p e r i o r i t y  
on o u r  p a r t ,  b u t  w e  d i d n ' t  have much of a connec t ion  w i t h  
them because they  were s o  f a r  from o u r  t y p e  of  work. I 
would s e e  them i n  meetings o r  something l i k e  t h i s .  I might 
know them by s i g h t ,  b u t  t h e r e  i s  only one man I can remem-
b e r  i n  Son Tinh.  That  would be  t h e  a g r i c u l t u r a l  a d v i s o r  o r  
something l i k e  t h i s .  I ' m  n o t  s u r e  o f  h i s  name. 

MR MACCRATE: Was it L ieu tenan t  James SORENSEN? 

A. No, SORENSEN w a s n ' t  up t h e r e ,  I d o n ' t  t h i n k .  H e  
may have been. I t  w a s n ' t  SORENSEN. I ' l l  remember it a t  
n i g h t .  I s h o u l d n ' t  say  t h i s  f o r  t h e  r e c o r d ,  b u t  I ' l l  remem-
b e r  t h a t  about 3 o ' c l o c k  some morning. I 'm s o r r y  I j u s t  
can 't t h i n k  of t h a t  man 's name. 

,Q. We'd a p p r e c i a t e  t h e  n e x t  morning, a f t e r  daybreak,
i f  you 'd  g i v e  us a c a l l  on t h a t .  

A. I s e e m  t o  keep having t h e  name DONNELLY, o r  
DONNELSON, o r  something l i k e  t h a t ,  run through my mind. I 
d o n ' t  know whether t h a t ' s  c o r r e c t  o r  n o t .  

Q M r .  RAMSDELL, it would be  h e l p f u l  t o  us i f  you
could g ive  us your f r ank  e v a l u a t i o n ,  your o b s e r v a t i o n s  of 
t h e  r e l a t i o n  between t h e  prov ince  advisory  group and t h e  
prov ince  c h i e f ?  

. . 
A. You're r e f e r r i n g ,  I presume, t o  J i m  MAY and 
Colonel  KHIEN. 

Q Yes. 

A. S i r ,  am I au tho r i zed?  I d o n ' t  know t h e  e x a c t  
l e g a l  p o s i t i o n  I ' m  i n  r i g h t  now. I c e r t a i n l y  am n o t  an a t -
t o r n e y ,  s o  I must f a l l  upon you i n  t h i s  p o s i t i o n .  I ' m  won-
d e r i n g  about  t h e  re levancy  of t h a t  q u e s t i o n ,  and,  secondly ,  
do I have t h e  r i g h t  t o  r e f u s e  t o  answer? 

I0 : Y e s ,  you have t h e  r i g h t .  

A.  There was a p e r s o n a l i t y  c o n f l i c t  t o  a c e r t a i n  
e x t e n t ,  b u t  I d o n ' t  know t h e  cause  of it. I f e e l  i f  I g e t  
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up h e r e  and make remarks,  even though I made t h a t  much of a 
remark. . . .  They worked t o g e t h e r .  P e r s o n a l l y ,  I d o n ' t  know 
what t h e i r  a s s o c i a t i o n  was. I t h i n k  i f  I d e t a i l  it o r  t r y  
t o  d e t a i l  it any f u r t h e r  t h e n  t h a t ,  I w i l l  p o s s i b l y  be h u r t -
i n g  two men whom I have no bus ines s  h u r t i n g .  Yet i f  I s i t  
h e r e  and say they  w e r e  bosom budd ie s ,  I f e e l  t h a t  I ' d  be  
l y i n g  t o  you,  and t h i s  I d o n ' t  want t o  do e i t h e r .  I r e a l l y  
am n o t  w e l l  enough a s s o c i a t e d  wi th  c i rcumstances  sur rounding  
t h e i r  pe r sona l  r e l a t i o n s h i p  t h a t  I can h o n e s t l y  g i v e  you what 
you would c o n s i d e r  a complete answer,  and I much p r e f e r  t o  
do t h a t .  

MR MACCRATE: Would you t h i n k  t h a t  t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  a s  you 
observed it would i n t e r f e r e  wi th  t h e  exchange of in format ion  
between them? 

A. W e l l ,  M r .  MACCRATE, y o u ' r e  d e a l i n g  w i t h  person-
a l i t i e s  h e r e .  I ' m  s u r e  t h a t  a t  t imes you d e a l t  w i t h  a t t o r - ) 

neys t h a t  you,  i f  I may use  t h e  v e r n a c u l a r ,  on t h e  s t r e e t  
you wouldn ' t s p i t  on them i f  t hey  were on f i r e .  But t h e  
same token ,  you found it neces sa ry  t o  'work w i t h  them and 
d i d  s o  s u c c e s s f u l l y .  A t  t i m e s  I hea rd  t h e r e  were rumors 
t h a t  t h e r e  w a s  hard  f e e l i n g s  between t h e  two, b u t  I have 
never  hea rd  t h a t  t h e r e  was any f a i l u r e  t o  coope ra t e .  I d o n ' t  
r e a l l y  t r u t h f u l l y  know how t o  answer t h a t .  They were n o t  
on t h e  b e s t  of terms.  Le t  me p u t  it t h a t  way. Th i s  w a s  a 
p e r s o n a l  a f f a i r .  A s  f a r  as t h e i r  working a b i l i t y ,  I have 
never  had any expe r i ence  where it appeared t h a t  t h i s  person-
a l  f e e l i n g  o r  any p e r s o n a l  a t t i t u d e  r e a l l y  caused any con-
f l i c t  as f a r  a s  working a b i l i t y .  They w e r e n ' t  what you 
would t e r m  good f r i e n d s .  I aga in  am n o t  c rawl ing  back on 
my p o s i t i o n ,  b u t  M r .  MAY was a s e n i o r  p rov ince  a d v i s o r  and 
Colonel  KHIEN was t h e  province c h i e f .  T h e i r  p e r s o n a l  re -
l a t i o n s h i p s  I would have very l i t t l e  t o  do wi th  o t h e r  t han  
t h e  f a c t  of  rumor. Again t h i s  i s  hea r say ,  rumor, and I 
d o n ' t  f e e l  t h a t  I would be  enhancing your  i n fo rma t ion  a t  a l l  
because I t h i n k  I might p o s s i b l y  mis lead you. ' On t h a t  b a s i s  
I much p r e f e r  t o  f a i l  t o  answer t h a t  any more t h a n  I have ,  
which i s  more than  I in tended .  

Q Would you f e e l  t h a t  L ieu t enan t  Colonel  G U I N N  
perhaps  en joyed  a more f r i e n d l y  and open r e l a t i o n s h i p  w i t h  
Colonel  MIEN? 

A. Colonel  GUINN was a v e r y ,  v e r y ,  very f i n e  o f f i c e r  
i n  eve ry  sense  of  t h e  word. I f e e l  c e r t a i n  t h a t  Colonel  . 
GUINN enjoyed eve ry  conf idence o f  Colonel  KHIEN. Colonel  
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GUINN was a m i l i t a r y  man. H e  w a s  a f i n e ,  a good o f f i c e r .  
H e  knew h i s  job. H e  w a s  a s t r i c t  d i s c i p l i n a r i a n ,  b u t  a  
ve ry  f a i r  man bo th  w i t h  t h e  Vietnamese and t h e  Americans. 
I f e e l  t h a t  under t h e  circumstances--we were i n  a p r e t t y  
h o t  war a t  t h e  t i m e - - I  t h i n k  t h a t  p o s s i b l y  Colonel  K H I E N  
l eaned  a  b i t  towards Colonel  G U I N N  where he  wouldn ' t  toward 
M r .  MAY, b u t  it was p u r e l y  f o r  t h e  w a r ' s  sake .  

Q Do you have any knowledge of  t h e  t r a n s l a t i o n  
c a p a b i l i t y  a t  Son Tinh D i s t r i c t  a v a i l a b l e  t o  Major GAVIN 
and t o  Captain  RODRIGUEZ? 

A. A s  f a r  as t h e  MACV was concerned,  t h e y  would f u r -
n i s h  i n t e r p r e t e r s .  I had no i d e a  of  t h e  q u a l i t y  of  t h a t  
i n t e r p r e t e r .  A s  f a r  a s  my own committee i s  concerned,  w e  
h i r e d  i n t e r p r e t e r s  t o  be  a s s igned  t o  t h e  s t a f f  on t h e  i n -
t e l l i g e n c e  s i d e  of t h e  phoenix. These were t h e  b e s t  people  
we could g e t .  

Again I ' m  s i t t i n g  he re  t r y i n g  t o  t h i n k  i n  my mind 
which i n t e r p r e t e r  was up t h e r e .  I d o n ' t  remember names, b u t  
aga in  I remember appearances .  I n  many i n s t a n c e s  i n  t h e  d i s -
t r i c t s ,  i n  Son Tinh ,  Binh Son, Mo D U C ,  of a l l  them, a g r e a t  
many t i m e s  o u r  i n t e r p r e t e r s ,  o r  t h e  i n t e r p r e t e r s  working 
through t h e  Phoenix Committee were b e t t e r  i n t e r p r e t e r s  t h a n  
t h e y  had l o c a l l y .  A s  a r e s u l t ,  i f  t hey  had any problems on 
i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  a s  f a r  as documents o r  any th ing  of  t h i s  n a t u r e ,  
it wouldn ' t  have t aken  them very long  t o  come down t h e r e  be-
cause  we had e x p e r t  i n t e r p r e t e r s .  I n  f a c t  it w a s  maybe a 
15-minute r i d e  o r  something of t h a t  n a t u r e ,  perhaps  a l i t t l e  
longer .  

I0 : When you t a l k  about i n t e r p r e t e r s  a r e  you t a l k i n g  
about  a t  t h e  PIC? 

A. No. Right  a t  my o f f i c e  because we always made 
them a v a i l a b l e .  The whole p r i n c i p l e  t h a t  I t r i e d  t o  develop 
w i t h  t h e  Phoenix Committee was a b s o l u t e  s e r v i c e  because it 
was a combined o p e r a t i o n .  This  i s  what we t r i e d  t o  b r i n g  
o u t  c o n s t a n t l y ,  s e r v i c e  t o  bo th  American and Vietnamese. I n  
o t h e r  words, i n t e r l o c k  them t o g e t h e r .  That  i nc luded  i n t e r -
p r e t e r s ,  t r a n s l a t i o n ,  any th ing  of t h i s  n a t u r e .  

MR MACCRATE: W e  have r e c e i v e d  a r e p o r t  t h a t  a VC c o l o n e l  
was cap tu red  i n  o r  about  March 1968, and t h a t  a f t e r  h i s  r e -
l e a s e  from Quang Ngai H o s p i t a l ,  he  was t u r n e d  ove r  t o  you f o r  
i n t e r r o g a t i o n .  I t  w a s  n o t  c l e a r .  The i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  was 
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ambiguous, b u t  we surmise  t h a t  you w e r e  t h e  person  t o  whom 
they  were r e f e r r i n g .  Have you any r e c o l l e c t i o n  o f  a man i n  
t h a t  p o s i t i o n  i n  t h e  VC be ing  cap tu red  around t h e  middle of  
March 1968,  and t h e r e a f t e r  be ing  t u r n e d  o v e r  t o  you f o r  i n -
t e r r o g a t i o n ?  

A. W e l l ,  if he  had been a VC c o l o n e l ,  w e  wouldn ' t  
have had him i n  t h e  f i r s t  p l a c e .  I f  h e  was m i l i t a r y  and 
w e  were very s t r i c t  on t h i s ,  he  would have been immediately 
t u r n e d  over  t o  t h e  m i l i t a r y  through t h e i r  channe l .  I f  h e  
was c i v i l i a n ,  w e  had s e v e r a l  high-ranking VC,  he  w a s  n o t  a 
c o l o n e l .  There was no m i l i t a r y  r e t a i n e d  by us a t  a l l  o r  
i n t e r r o g a t e d  by us .  W e  immediately t u r n e d  them back ove r .  
For i n s t a n c e ,  t hey  would c a p t u r e  people  i n  t h e  f i e l d ,  and 
w e  had developed a P I C  through t h e  Phoenix,  s o  t h e y  would 
b r i n g  t h e  people  i n  from t h e  f i e l d ,  and we would i n t e r r o -
g a t e .  I f  we found o u t  t hey  w e r e  m i l i t a r y  we merely c a l l e d  
t h e  m i l i t a r y  p o l i c e ,  and they would t a k e  them r i g h t  back.  
W e  d i d  n o t  keep m i l i t a r y .  We d i d n ' t  keep known m i l i t a r y  
i n  t h a t  PIC. There may have been some i n  t h e r e ,  b u t  I as-
s u r e  you they  were more comfortable  i n  a m i l i t a r y  p r i s o n  
t h a n  they  w e r e  i n  t h e  P I C .  

Q W e  have ano the r  p i e c e  of VC propaganda which i s  
d a t e d  28 March 1968 from t h e  Quang Ngai Na t iona l  L i b e r a t i o n  
F ron t  Committee. Th i s  has  been e n t e r e d  i n t o  t h e  r eco rd  a s  
E x h i b i t  M-35. I have he re  bo th  t h e  Vietnamese v e r s i o n  'and 
t h e  U S  t r a n s l a t i o n  and ask you t o  t a k e  a look a t  t h a t .  Have 
you e v e r  s e e n  t h i s ?  

A. Not t o  my knowledge I h a v e n ' t .  Genera l ,  I ' m  s u r e  
aga in  t h e r e  w a s  an awful l o t  of t h i s  propaganda t h a t  came 
through o u r  hands. There w a s n ' t  one p i e c e  t h a t  was e x a c t l y  
complimentary t o  any o f  us .  A s .  a r e s u l t  a l o t  of t h i s  s t u f f  
t h a t  d i d  come through  went t o o  f a s t .  I ' v e  s een  propaganda 
of a11 shapes  and s i z e s ,  as you have. Before  I came back i n  
J u l y  I saw where t hey  t a k e  p i c t u r e s  of  American s t u d e n t s  
r i o t i n g  and then  produce a s t a t e m e n t  of  some of  o u r  own l eg -
i s l a t o r s  on t h e  back and t h e n  change it. What I ' m  t r y i n g  t o  
s a y  i s ,  perhaps  I could have seen  it and n o t  p a i d  a t t e n t i o n  
t o  t h a t  a s  such it was merely propaganda. It never  impress-
e d  me as much. L e t  me pu t  it t h a t  way. We s a w  propaganda 
d a i l y .  
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Q. Your propaganda,  M r .  RAMSDELL, g e n e r a l l y  speaking  
was i n  t h e  r a t h e r  b road  c o n t e x t .  Seldom d i d  it e v e r  come 
down t o  s p e c i f i c s  such as t h i s  one I ' v e  c i t e d  h e r e ,  and t h e  
o t h e r  which I have shown you. 

Q I f  I had ,  and I say t h i s  i n  s i n c e r i t y ,  s een  some-
t h i n g  l i k e  it, I ' m  s u r e  I ' d  fo l low it up. It  d i d n ' t  impress  
me  i f  I ' v e  s een  anyth ing  l i k e  it. A s  I s a y ,  I might have ,  
b u t  a t  t h i s  p o i n t  t h e r e ' s  no th ing  i n  t h e r e  t h a t  impressed 
me i f  I d i d  see it a t  t h a t  t i m e .  

Q Were you e v e r  aware t h a t  an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  was 
under way on t h e  Vietnamese s i d e  as t o  what might have hap-
pened a t  My L a i ,  o r  Son My, a long  about  t h e  middle o f  March? 

A. No,. s i r ,  I w a s  n o t .  

Q Did you e v e r  have cause  t o  know t h a t  on t h e  U.S. 
s i d e  an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  was under way a s  t o  what may have hap-
pened i n  t h a t  a r e a ?  

A.  I had no cause  t o  know t h a t .  The Vietnamese s i d e  
I should have ,  b u t  t h e  American s i d e ,  no. 

Q I would t a k e  it--

A.  ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  May I coun te r  w i th  one q u e s t i o n  
on t h i s ,  s i r ,  f o r  my own informat ion .  I beg your  pardon 
i f  I ' m  o u t  of l i n e  on t h i s .  What Vietnamese s i d e  was con-
d u c t i n g  t h i s ?  Was it ARVN, o r  t h e  c i v i l  s i d e ,  o r  bo th?  

Q Both s i d e s . '  
. . 

A .  On t h e  c i v i l  s i d e ,  I should  have known and I 
d i d n ' t .  

Q You i n  e f f e c t  have been acqua in t ed  w i t h  a t  l eas t  
one of  t h e  documents t h a t  i n i t i a t e d  t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  i n  
t e r m s  of t h e  memo which you saw from t h e  d i s t r i c t  t o  t h e  
prov ince  c h i e f .  

A .  Y e s ,  s i r .  

Q Were you aware of an op-erat ion t h a t  t ook  p l a c e
headed by t h e  prov ince  c h i e f  i n v o l v i n g  two RF groups i n  t h e  
p e r i o d  of t h e  middle of  June 68? 
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What type of opera t ion ,  s i r ?  

Q I t  was a m i l i t a r y  opera t ion  d i r e c t e d  a t  t h e  a r e a  
of  what i s  known as My Lai ( 4 ) ?  

A.  No, s i r .  

Q I can r e f r e s h  your memory on t h a t  by saying t h a t  
dur ing  t h i s  time per iod  two h e l i c o p t e r s  c o l l i d e d ,  I t h i n k  an 
H-23 and UH-1D. 

A. Yes, sir.  I know about t h a t .  I was over  t h a t  
a r e a  when i t  happened. 

Q Were you acquainted with t h e  purpose of t h i s  
opera t ion?  

A. I t  was a  genera l  sweep i f  I remember c o r r e c t l y .  
I was headed south a t  t h a t  t ime,  and they d i v e r t e d  us up 
t h e r e .  I f  I remember c o r r e c t l y ,  t h a t  was t h e  time Colonel 
BARKER was thrown out  of h i s  a i r c r a f t  and k i l l e d .  I may be  
wrong about t h a t .  There was more than RF involved i n  t h a t .  
There were Americans, t h e  MACV people from Quang Ngai head- -

. q u a r t e r s  were involved i n  t h a t .  

Q - Yes, t h e r e  were t h r e e  US o f f i c e r s  along t h a t  we 
know o f .  

A .  Well, t h e r e  were e n l i s t e d  personnel  a long on t h a t ,  
t o o ,  i f  I remember c o r r e c t l y  because we were d i v e r t e d  up 
t h e r e  and we were going south.  They ordered our he l icopter - -
I remember t h i s  now t h a t  you r e f e r  t o  t h a t  crash.  That was 
t h e  a i r  o f f i c e r ,  and he went i n t o  t h e  s i d e  of t h e  r i v e r ,  
and they d i v e r t e d  my h e l i c o p t e r  up t h e r e ,  and we c i r c l e d  t h e  
area .  That was a  genera l  sweep through t h a t  a rea .  They 
s e n t  us back t o  Quang Ngai s o  we could unload our h e l i c o p t e r  
s o  t h a t  my people could g e t  o f f .  I had t h e  s p e c i a l  branch 
c h i e f .  We were going down sou th ,  and they  took us o f f  t h e  
h e l i c o p t e r  and used t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  f o r  evacuat ion and s o  
f o r t h  i n  t h a t  a rea .  A s  f a r  a s  t h e  knowledge of it, I had 
no knowledge of t h e  opera t ion .  It was none of my bus iness  
a c t u a l l y ,  b u t  I know of it t o  t h a t  e x t e n t .  

Q The s e c t o r  r e p o r t  on t h i s  i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  they
captured t h r e e  VC and a l s o  t h a t  they de ta ined  about 20  o t h e r  
people t h a t  had come o u t  of t h e  v i l l a g e .  Do you e v e r  r e c a l l  
s ee ing  any of t h e  i n t e r r o g a t i o n  r e p o r t s  from such personnel?  
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A. General ,  i f  they  were brought  i n  t h e  PIC, t h e r e  
was an i n t e r r o g a t i o n  r e p o r t  t h a t  would have been made. They 
would have been brought  i n  by t h e  s p e c i a l  branch.  They 
would have been i n t e r r o g a t e d  by t h e  Vietnamese, and a copy 
of t h e  r e p o r t  would have come t o  u s .  These r e p o r t s  w e r e  
s e n t  over  t o  us and t r a n s l a t e d  by o u r  s e c t i o n .  And o u r  sec-
t i o n  s e n t  every  copy of t h o s e  r e p o r t s  n o r t h .  I f  i t  w a s  a 
m i l i t a r y  i n c i d e n t  o r  a m i l i t a r y  r e p o r t ,  t hey  went t o  I11 MAF, 
and i f  it was s ta te  i n t e l l i g e n c e ,  it went d i r e c t l y  i n t o  t h e  
o t h e r  channel .  I d o n ' t  remember a t  t h e  t i m e  o f  any t h a t  
impressed me on My Lai  , o r  anyth ing  o f  t h a t  n a t u r e .  

Q You might have seen them, b u t  t h e y  w e r e n ' t  of  
such s i g n i f i c a n c e  t h a t  you would recognize  them having  t o  
do w i t h  what might be  r e f e r r e d  t o  a s  an i n c i d e n t  o r  an un-
u s u a l  occur rence  a t  My La i?  

A .  No, s ir .  Again, I ' m  s u r e  you unders tand  how I 
f e e l  when I answer t h i s  way. Many of t h o s e  r e p o r t s  would 
come i n .  There was none of them t h a t  was complimentary t o  
t h e  ~ m e r i c a nt r o o p s .  I f  my memory s e r v e s  me, t h e r e  w a s  
no th ing  o f  t h e  magnitude of what has  been c la imed a t  My L a i .  
Again, a s  I s a i d  e a r l i e r ,  I d o n ' t  doubt t h a t  something cou ld  
have happened on a sma l l  s c a l e ,  b u t  t h e r e  was n o t h i n g  t h a t  
I know of  p e r s o n a l l y  t h a t  cou ld  have happened o f  t h e  s i z e  
t h a t ' s  be ing  p u b l i c i z e d .  

Q- W e l l ,  you s e e  t h e  reason  I have p r e s s e d  f o r  t h i s ,  
M r .  RZZMSDELL, i s  we a r e  s e e i n g  t h i s  from VC propaganda. I f  
w e  d i d  s e e  one p i e c e  of VC propaganda, one might p u t  it a s i d e  
as propaganda, b u t  when you s e e  t h e  same t h i n g  coming i n  
from t h e  v i l l a g e  c h i e f  . t o  t h e  d i s t r i c t  c h i e f  and when you . . 
see t h e  same g e n e r a l  p i e c e  of  in format ion  coming through t h e  
census  g r i evance  team, t h e n  it would appear  t o  m e '  t h a t  f l a g s  
shou ld  s tar t  waving, and some a c t i o n  should be  t aken .  

A.  General ,  you r e f e r r e d  e a r l i e r  t o  a coverup. I 
d o n ' t  l i k e  t h e  word covexup because it makes me look l i k e  a 
f o o l ,  b u t  I quess  I ' l l  have t o  admit  it. You know f u l l v  
w e l l - t h a t  I had a r e p o r t i n g  channel  t h a t  I s e n t  my repoEts  
th rough .  I f  any th inq  came t o  me, it went i n  t h o s e  r e p o r t s .  
~ 0 t h i . C ~came t o  me. - I f  t h a t  i s  what i s  t o  be termed as cover-
up,  I d o n ' t  know. . A s  f a r  as my own sources  a r e  concerned,  
t h o s e  which we had i n  t h a t  a r e a ,  w e  r ece ived  no d i r e c t  re-
p o r t s  on anyth ing  of  this n a t u r e ,  and I w a s  p e r s o n a l l y  t o l d  
no th ing  of t h i s  n a t u r e .  
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What I ' m  ba s ing  my o p i n i o n ,  and aga in  gentlemen 
I r e p e a t ,  o p i n i o n ,  s o l e l y  on is t h a t  i f  an i n c i d e n t  of t h i s  
magnitude had t a k e n  p l a c e  i n  t h a t  a r e a  a t  t h a t  t i m e ,  we 
w e r e n ' t  depending s o l e l y  cn SCG a t  a l l .  I had no th ing  t o  do 
w i t h  them, . b u t  w e  had our  own sou rces  t h e r e  i n  t h e  sou th  and 
a l l  over .  

To my knowledge t h e  e a s i e s t  t h i n g  i n  t h e  world  i s  
t o  m i s t r a n s l a t e  on t h a t .  I c a n ' t  r e a d  Vietnamese, I can ' t  
unders tand it. I ' m  n o t  i n  any way backing up t o  s ay  anybody , 

f o o l e d  me because t o  t h e  b e s t  of my knowledge nobody e v e r  d i d  
t r y  t o .  T h a t ' s  why I ' m  s ay ing  t h a t  i f  something d i d  happen, 
it might have been an i n c i d e n t ,  b u t  I t h i n k  i t ' s  an i n c i d e n t  
t h a t ' s  been magnif ied t o  a p o i n t  t o  t r y  t o  a lmost  d e s t r o y  t h e  
image of t h e  United S t a t e s  Army. My own p e r s o n a l  op in ion  i s  
t h a t  something may have happened on a sma l l  s c a l e  t h a t  you as 
a ve ry ,  ' h i g h l y  i n t e l l i g e n t  man ( i n d i c a t i n g  10), you a s  an 
a t t o r n e y  ( i n d i c a t i n g  MR MACCRATE) , o r  m e  a s  t h e  very lowly i n -
v e s t i g a t o r ,  cou ld  t a k e  and blow up,  blow it up b i g .  Today, 
now I ' m  s u r e  i f  General  PEERS wants t o  t a k e  ano the r  a r e a ,  we 
can f i n d  many r e p o r t s  where a cow o r  one i n d i v i d u a l  may have 
been k i l l e d  o r  something. We're g e t t i n g  them a l l  t h e  t ime i n  
t h e  pape r s ,  and t h i s  i s  t h e  only  t h i n g  I can s e e .  Simply from 
my own s o u r c e s ,  s i r ,  I have no knowledge of  t h i s .  

9 Well,  one of t h e  reasons  I have been r a t h e r  d e s i -
rous  t o  t a l k  t o  you, M r .  RAMSDELL, i s  t h e  f a c t  t h a t . y o u  d i d  
have t h i s  r a p p o r t  and unders tanding  and f i n e  working a r range-
ment w i t h  t h e  Vietnamese. Perhaps ,  i f  anybody w i t h i n  t h e  

. province  adv i so ry  s t a f f  should  have had t h e  i n fo rma t ion ,  it 
should  have been you. Now l e t  m e  s ay  t h a t  we know something 
unusual  t ook  p l a c e .  W e  know t h i s  a l r e a d y .  I ' m  n o t  about  t o  
i n d i c a t e  t h e  o r d e r  o r  magnitude o f  it. 

A. W e l l ,  s i r ,  i f  I may say  one t h i n g .  I have o f f e r e d  
and I o f f e r  t o  you and M r .  MACCRATE t h a t  I don ' t  apprec i -
a t e  coming b e f o r e  a l i e u t e n a n t  g e n e r a l  i n  t h e  United S t a t e s  
Army o r  a ve ry  wel l - respec ted  a t t o r n e y  w i t h  t h e  t y p e  of an-
s w e r s  I have had t o  g i v e ,  because I f e e l  a lmos t  l i k e  an a s s .  
I would a p p r e c i a t e  t h e  oppor tun i ty  and I c e r t a i n l y  would 
e x p e c t  t o  g e t  p a i d  f o r  it, because I c a n ' t  seem t o  a f f o r d  it 
b u t  I w i l l  v o l u n t e e r  t o  go back t o  Vietnam f o r  30 days .  I 
am n o t  t r y i n g  i n  any way t o  knock down t h e  c a p a b i l i t y ,  b u t  
I do have t h e  r a p p o r t  w i t h  t h o s e  people .  I would l i k e  t o  
f i n d  o u t  and t h e n  r e p o r t  t o  t h e  General  s o  I could  s i t  i n  
t h i s  c h a i r  w i t h  some deg ree  of c e r t a i n t y  t h a t  what I ' m  say-
i n g  i s  r i g h t .  A l l  I can say  r i g h t  now i s  t h a t  I had what I 
f e e l  a r e  e x c e l l e n t  l i n e s  of  communication i n t o  a l l  of t hose  
a r e a s .  
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When we were a t t a c k e d  on 2 3  August,  I g o t  a phone 
c a l l  a t  1 o ' c l o c k  t h a t  n i g h t  t h a t  s a i d  g e t  o u t  of  bed qu ick  
you a r e  going t o  be a t t a c k e d  a t  1:30. A t  1:35 t h e  f i r s t  round 
h i t  from t h e  My Lai  a r e a ,  t h a t  gene ra l  a r e a .  So t h e  sou rces  
were t h e r e .  

But you gentlemen have go t  t o  r e a l i z e  t h a t  t h e  
i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  o f  t h e s e  sources--I d o n ' t  mean from Vietna-
mese t o  English--you g e t  a low-level  informant  o u t  h e r e ,  a 
h i g h l y  e x c i t a b l e  person .  You've g o t  t o  t r a i n  them. You've 
g0.t t o  be  a b l e  t o  i n t e r p r e t  what t h e y ' r e  t r y i n g  t o  b r i n g  o u t .  
This  i s  something t h a t  can be--you can e i t h e r  make a yea o r  
a nay o u t  of  it. It t a k e s  an i n d i v i d u a l ,  and I d o n ' t  want 
t o  use t h e  word " e x p e r t "  because I ' m  n o t .  I t  t a k e s  common 
s e n s e  and f r a n k l y  I would l i k e  t o  go back t o  Vietnam f o r  30 
days.  I r e a l l y  would s i t  down and t a l k  t o  Colonel  K H I E N  be-
cause  t h a t ' s  t h e  only  way I could  f e e l  s u r e  of  what I ' m  s i t -
t i n g  he re  t a l k i n g  about .  

Q W e  a p p r e c i a t e  your p o s i t i o n  very much on t h a t  M r .  
RAMSDELL, b u t  I t h i n k  w e  have s u f f i c i e n t  i n v e s t i g a t i v e  per-
sonne l  r i g h t  now. 

A. I r e a l i z e  t h a t ,  and I d o n ' t  mean i n  t h a t  s e n s e .  
I ' m  n o t  i n  any way degrad ing  your  i n v e s t i g a t i v e  l e v e l  of  per-
sonne l .  I ' m  merely s ay ing  t h a t  I t h i n k  p o s s i b l y  t h e r e ' d  be  
a l i t t l e  more freedom i n  t a l k i n g .  T h a t ' s  what I ' m  t r y i n g  . t o  . 
say .  

Q Well,  t h e  s i t u a t i o n  has  changed d r a s t i c a l l y  s i n c e  
you were t h e r e ,  t o  a p o i n t  where t h e y  can now t a l k  t o  people  
t hey  d i d  n o t  have a c c e s s  t o  b e f o r e .  This  changes t h e  whole 
complexion of it a s  f a r  as Colonel  KHIEN i s  concerned.  He 
is  no longe r  t h e  prov ince  c h i e f .  He w a s  r e p l a c e d ,  now roughly 
2 weeks ago,  by Colonel  BINH who was t h e  G 2  o f  I Corp. Colonel  
KHIEN f o r  your i n f o r m a t i o n ,  has now gone t o  Quang T r i  where 
h e  i s  t h e  prov ince  c h i e f .  So I t h i n k  w e  have a p r e t t y  good 
hand on t h e  s i t u a t i o n  t h e r e .  

A. General ,  I don' t want you t o  misunders tand me i n  
any sense  of t h e  word. I w a s n ' t  t r y i n g  t o  degrade.  I w a s  
j u s t  t r y i n g  t o  b r i n g  up t h e  f a c t  t h a t  I f e e l  a s  i f  I am n o t  
doing much good. I ' m  t r y i n g  v e r y ,  very ha rd  t o  be a s  h o n e s t  
and s i n c e r e  a s  I can w i t h  you. You can c e r t a i n l y  show m e  ex-
h i b i t s  s t a t i n g  t h i s  cou ld  have happened and t h a t  cou ld  have 
happened, and i t ' s  q u i t e  p o s s i b l e  something d i d  happen. 

Q The t h i n g  I am i n t e r e s t e d  i n ,  and t h e  reason  t h a t  I 
s a y  I have shown you t h e s e  th . ings ,  i s  t o  s e e  why w i t h  you hav-
i n g  the degree  of r a p p o r t  which you had a s  w i t h  anybody e l s e ,  
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t h e s e  th ings  were no t  c a l l e d  t o  your a t t e n t i o n ,  because cer-
t a i n l y  t h i s  information was a v a i l a b l e  on t h e  ARVN s i d e  of t h e  
house and on t h e  GVN s i d e  of t h e  house. 

A. The only t h i n g  t h a t  I can answer t h a t  w i t h ,  General 
PEERS--and I say it with a s  much s i n c e r i t y  a s  I can--we were 
a t  t h a t  t i m e  f i g h t i n g  a p r e t t y  ho t  war i n  t h a t  a r e a .  The 
people i n  t h a t  a r e a  were considered by t h e  GVN as enemies. 
The women a r e  s o l d i e r s .  The GVN cons ider  them as  such. The 
younger c h i l d r e n  up t o  1 2  o r  1 4  yea r s  o l d  ca r ry  ammunition. 
You know t h i s .  And t h e  GVN--I've got  an idea  I may be wrong--
j u s t  d i d  n o t  cons ider  t h i s  important  enough t o  s t a r t  any waves 
over it. That may be t h e  wrong way of p u t t i n g  it, b u t  I hon-
e s t l y  b e l i e v e  t h a t  t h a t  was t h e i r  a t t i t u d e .  I may be complete-
l y  wrong. When t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  s t a r t e d ,  t h e i r  a t t i t u d e ,  
everything.  But t h e  one r e p o r t  t h a t  I am r a t h e r  d i s tu rbed  
about i s  t h e  one t h a t  came t o  MACV. A copy of t h a t  d i d  come 
t o  MACV. Now I d o n ' t  know t h e  circumstances.  I don1t know 
who it went t o  i n  MACV, bu t  they  should have r e a l i z e d  with-
o u t  a doubt t h e  American a t t i t u d e  on something l i k e  t h i s .  A s  
far a s  t h e  propaganda, I d o n ' t  t r y  t o ' a p o l o g i z e  f o r  it because 
I ' m  s u r e  you i n  your p o s i t i o n  have seen  it come i n  i n  bushel  
baskets  f u l l .  But a s  f a r  a s  t h e  GVN, I d o n ' t  t h i n k  a t  t h a t  
t i m e  they considered it important  enough t o  r e a l l y  s t a r t  any-
t h i n g  over i t ,  i f  you want t o  know t h e  hones t  t r u t h .  

Q T h a t ' s  c e r t a i n l y  a p o i n t  of view. In  comparison
wi th  t h e  n d e r  of l o c a l  a t t a c k s  they were r ece iv ing  ic t h z  
RF ou tpos t s  and a l s o  t h e  t h r e a t s  which were then  being engag-
ed upon, Quang Ngai i t s e l f ,  t h a t  they were so  involved t h a t  
perhaps they weren ' t  too  concerned about a few people g e t t i n g  
k i l l e d  o u t  i n  what was c a l l e d  " the  Vie t  Cong a rea"  and, a s  a 
consequence, made no e f f o r t  whatsoever t o  r e a l l y  impress it 
upon t h e  Americans. 

A.  They d i d n ' t  impress it upon t h i s  American. Let  me 
put  i t  t h a t  way. I r e g r e t  today t h a t  they d i d n ' t .  I d o n ' t  
know of anything t h a t  d id  happen y e t .  

MR MACCRATE: J u s t  one p o i n t  of informat ion .  I f  Nat ional  Po l i ce  
accompanied an opera t ion  and interviewed de ta inees  i n  t h e  
course of t h a t  ope ra t ion  and poss ib ly  brought some back wiLl 
them, would you rece ive  t h e  r e s u l t s  of any such i n t e r r o g a t i o n ?  
Would you know about t h e  National Po l i ce  opera t ion?  

A.  Only i£t h e  s p e c i a l  branch was involved. Now t h e  
o t h e r  again would be a t  meetings where a d i scuss ion  might be 
included.  I would rece ive  copies  of P I C  r e p o r t s .  I f  they went 
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o u t  on an o p e r a t i o n  and d e t a i n e d  what you would c a l l  VC sus -
p e c t s ,  and i f  some of t h e s e  s u s p e c t s  were b e l i e v e d  t o  be a 
l i t t l e  more s u s p e c t  t han  o t h e r s - - l e t  me p u t  it t h a t  way--
and were brought  back ,  we would r e c e i v e  cop ie s  o f  P I C  r e p o r t s .  
Immediately fo l lowing ,  f o r  your in format ion  when an i n t e r -
roga t ion  was completed,  i f  t h e y  were VC, t hey  w e r e  t hen  t u r n -
ed over  t o  t h e  Na t iona l  P o l i c e  j a i l  f o r  t r i a l ,  and t h e y  w e r e  
t r i e d  and sen tenced .  We wouldn ' t  have t h e  g e n e r a l  run o f  
p o l i c e  r e p o r t s .  I f  t h e y  were V C I ,  we would i n  most c a s e s  re-
c e i v e  them, b u t  t h e  low-level  VC w e  t r i e d ,  because w e  s imply 
d i d n ' t  have t h e  f a c i l i t i e s  t o  handle  a l l  VC s u s p e c t s .  W e  
had s o  many o f  them. 

I0 : Did you e v e r  h e a r  of  a r e p o r t  o r  e v e r  g e t  a rumor 
t o  t h e  e f f e c t  t h a t  an American c a p t a i n  o r  an American s o l -
d i e r  c u t  o f f  t h e  f i n g e r  of a PW? 

A. No. 

Q. D o  you e v e r  r e c a l l  an i n c i d e n t  where an American 
may have g iven  approva l  t o  e i t h e r  t h e  Na t iona l  P o l i c e  o r  Nation-
a l  P o l i c e  F i e l d  Force t o  execu te  a p r i s o n e r ?  

A. N o ,  no .  Again you a r e  r e f e r r i n g  g e n e r a l l y  t o  
Nat iona l  P o l i c e .  

Q. I recognize  t h i s .  I know your  r e l a t i o n  t o  t h e  
s p e c i a l  branch.  I know t h e  s p e c i a l  branch very  w e l l .  

A. No. I mean I never  hea rd  of any th ing  of  t h i s  
n a t u r e .  Our e n t i r e  o p e r a t i o n  w a s  g e t t i n g  them back a l i v e  and 
g e t t i n g  them i n t o  t h e  PIC, and i n  f a c t  t h i s  was one of  t h e  
t h i n g s  w e  used t o  impress  extremely on everyone a t  t h e  
Phoenix meet ings .  Get them back a l i v e .  I f  t hey  were V C I ,  
we wanted them back i n  t h e  PIC. W e  d i d  want them. Th i s  was 
something t h a t  w e  had t o  watch c a r e f u l l y  because l o t s  of t i m e s  
t h e  m i l i t a r y  would l e t  V C I  s l i p  through as ,  w e l l ,  "I ' m  a VC 
p r i v a t e . "  And w e  had t h a t  happen on occas ion .  We a c t u a l l y  
had t o  go t o  a PW camp and p i c k  one up,  p ick  two up and b r i n g  
them back i n t o  t h e  P I C ,  because i n  r e a l i t y  t hey  w e r e  V C I  and 
n o t  VC m i l i t a r y .  W e  d i d  n o t  have t h e  f a c i l i t i e s  t o  handle  
t h e  m i l i t a r y .  The answer t o  your  q u e s t i o n :  no,  sir./ I 
wouldn ' t  have t o l e r a t e d  t h a t ,  I ' l l  t e l l  you very frankly for 
a moment. 

Q W e l l ,  M r .  RAMSDELL, I ' m  s u r e  t h a t  much of  what I ' v e  
brought  o u t  he re  i s  undoubtedly new t o  you, b u t  i f  any o f  t h i s  
stirs up memories o r  i f  you have a d d i t i o n a l  thoughts  o r  memories 
t h a t  come t o  mind, I ' d  a p p r e c i a t e  it i f  you would g e t  i n  touch 
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w i t h  us s o  t h a t  w e  can make t h i s  a d d i t i o n a l  i n fo rma t ion  a 
m a t t e r  of  record .  

A.  W e l l ,  ve ry  f r a n k l y ,  I apo log ize  t o  t h e  board f o r  
what seems t o  be l a c k  of  knowledge; Y e t ,  I have been a s  
h o n e s t  a s  I simply could be .  I t  I s  over  2 y e a r s  ago. I t ' s  
just difficult t o  remember some s f  t h i s  s t u f f ,  and t he re  may 
have been,  and t h e r e  probably w a s ,  some minor i n c i d e n t  i n  t h a t  
a r e a .  But I t h i n k  i t ' s  been magnif ied by t h e  VC, and very 
c l e v e r l y  done. I can be  wrong, very wrong. I base  t h a t  op i -
n ion  s o l e l y  on t h e  f a c t  t h a t  i f  such a t h i n g  had occur red  i n  
there on such a s i z e ,  whether o r  n o t  t h e  prov ince  c h i e f  t o l d  
me o r  someone else,  I t h i n k  some of o u r  own p a i d  sou rces  
would have. 

Q The h e a r i n g  w i l l  r e c e s s  a t  t h i s  t ime .  

(The h e a r i n g  r e c e s s e d  a t  1547 hour s ,  1 3  January ,  
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Q - And he was working i n  t h e  RD a rea?  

A. Y e s .  

Q. W a s  h e  working f o r  OSA a t  t h a t  t ime? 

A. W e l l ,  w e  c a l l e d  it' t h e  Embassy House. 

Q. Y e s .  

A. And now I s m  n o t  s u r e  what t h e  i n i t i a l s  were a t  
t h a t  t i m e .  

Q - Yes. 

A. But it w a s  the--

0- ' ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Sometimes they  r e f e r r e d  t o  it as 
OSA and sometimes CAS. 

A. Y e s .  

Q. A l l  r i g h t .  Did you have -much t o  do w i t h  prov ince  
or d i d  you spend any length .  of  t i m e  i n  Quang Ngai C i ty?  

A. Not ve ry  o f t e n .  I would come down maybe once a 
week, maybe tw ice  a  week i n  r ega rd  t o  s u p p l i e s ,  l o g i s t i c s  o r  
any problems w e  might ge t  i n  t h e  v a r i o u s  programs and t h a t  
was j u s t  about  t h e  e x t e n t  o f  it. Most of  my work was i n  t h e  
d i s t r i c t  b u t  w e  depended on province  q u i t e  a  b i t  f o r  suppor t .  

Q. Were you i n  touch wi th  any o f  t h e  s o c i a l  o rgan i -  
z a t i o n s ,  r e l i g i o u s  o r g a n i z a t i o n s ,  o r  medical  groups t h e r e  i n  
Quang Ngai? 

A. Y e s  I--

Q. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Quaker F r i ends?  United Church 
A l l i a n c e  and s o  on? 

A. Y e s .  During t h e  p e r i o d  o f  September through Decem- 
b e r  1967 I worked a t  p rov ince  l e v e l  and I was invo lved  q u i t e  a 
b i t  w i th  c o o r d i n a t i o n  o f  t h e  groups,  t h e  m a l n u t r i t i o n  s e r v i c e ,  
t h e  Quakers ,  and t h e  American Red Cross ,  and t h e r e  was an IVF 
v o l u n t e e r  t h e r e  also. When I moved o u t  t o  t h e  d i s t r i c t  i n  
December j u s t  a f t e r  Chris tmas o f  1967,  t h e  on ly  people  I r e a l l y  
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h i s  conference room. The ch ie f  of s t a f f  would be t h e r e ,  the  
f i v e  p r i n c i p a l  s t a f f  o f f i c e r s  and anyone t h a t  he wanted espec-
i a l l y .  These conferences I was n o t  pr ivy  t o .  When he went t o  
s e e  t h e  province superv i so r  a t  Quang Ngai, I was n o t  allowed 
i n  the re .  There were a l s o  q u i t e  a few conferences.  However, 
a t  Tam Ky, I l i s t e n e d  t o  most of a l l  of  those conferences.  I 
l i s t e n e d  i n  t o  t h e  conferences and the  b r i e f i n g s  t h a t  were h e l d  
a t  Baldy and genera l ly  whichever br igade  was ac ross  t h e  CLDC 
from Chu La i ,  I would l i s t e n  i n  t o  those because they had a 
l a r g e  b r i e f i n g  room and t h e r e  was p l e n t y  of room f o r  me. I 
d o n ' t  remember a p a r t i c u l a r l y  heavy body count .  I d o n ' t  re-
member anything p e c u l i a r  about t h e  opera t ion .  I wish I d id  
because I would l i k e  t o  he lp .  

Q Get me t h e  America1 News Sheet  f o r  17 March (Exhibi t  
M-23) . I take  it t h e  g e n e r a l ' s  o f f i c e  was on d i s t r i b u t i o n  f o r  
a copy of t h a t ?  Does t h a t  do anything a t  a l l  t o  r e f r e s h  your 
memory? 

A. I read  these  every night.when they  came i n .  I read  
them a t  the  b r i e f i n g  t h e r e ,  and I must have read  t h i s  one. 

Q. Do you remember anything about t h a t ?  

A.  I ' m  s u r e  I must have remarked t o  myself t h a t  t h e  
weapons t o  body r a t i o  is o u t  of  propor t ion .  

Q. m e r e  do you f i n d  t h e  weapons? 

(Witness reads from Exhib i t  M-23. P e r t i n e n t  in fo r -
mation on page 1, paragraph 4 . )  

Did General KOSTER e v e r  t a l k  about t h a t  d i s p a r i t y  i n  the  weapons 
versus  the  body count? 

A. This is one of t h e  th ings  he was always i n t e r e s t e d  
i n ,  t h e  number of weapons t h a t  were captured and t h e  r a t i o  of 
weapons t o  body count i n d i c a t e d  t h e  k ind  of u n i t  t h a t  we w e r e  
f i g h t i n g .  I f  i t  was way o u t  of propor t ion ,  a s  it has  a tenden-
cy t o  be with t h e  ARVN, then  t h e r e ' s  some r a i s e d  eyebrows. 

Q. Was t h e r e  any ques t ions  r a i s e d  on t h i s  one with any-
body t h a t  you know o f ?  This i s n ' t  ARVN, you remember. 

A .  I know i t ' s  n o t  ARVN. 
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(The hea r ing  reconvened a t  1140 hours ,  28 January 
1970 .) 

COL ARMSTRONG: The hea r ing  w i l l  come t o  order .  

RCDR: The fol lowing named person is  p resen t :  COL 
ARMSTRONG and MAJ LYNN. 

COL ARMSTRONG: Captain ROBERTS, you say  you would l i k e  t o  
make an a d d i t i o n a l  comment t o  your testimony of yesterday . 
A. Yes, sir.  

Q Would you p lease  do so?  

A .  Yesterday, I remember reading i n  the  America1 
News Sheet i n  which t h e r e  were 3 weapons captured and 128 
bodies .  This was dur inq  t h e  per iod  i n  which t h e r e  was a q r e a t  
d e a l  of concern of i n f l a t e d  body counts .  We'd had many people 
come down i n v e s t i g a t i n g  t h i s  t h i n g ,  s o  t h a t ' s  t h e  background. 
I remember i n  t h e  b r i e f i n g ,  I looked a t  t h a t ,  and I heard t h e  
b r i e f i n g  and I s a i d  t o  myself t h i s  is  wrong, t h e r e  i s  some-
t h i n g  out  of o r d e r  h e r e ,  because t h a t ' s  t o o  few weapons and 
t o o  many bodies .  Then a s  w e  l e f t  t h e  b r i e f i n g  General KOSTER 
and General YOUNG were walking up, and I was walking behind 
them across  t h e  parade f i e l d ,  and General KOSTER made some--
t h e r e  must have been some comment made by General KOSTER about 
t h e  d i s p a r i t y  and General  YOUNG was very annoyed. General 
YOUNG s a i d  he was going -to f i n d  o u t ,  he was going t o  cont inue 
t o  research  t h e  problem and determine what caused t h i s  d i s -
p a r i t y .  It was my impression a t  t h e  time t h a t  t h e  l l t h  Brigade 
had l i e d  about t h e i r  body count ,  t h a t  t h e  weapons were c o r r e c t ,  
bu t  the body count  was i n f l a t e d .  A s  I went back over  t h i s .  
This was t h e  s o r t  of th ings  t h a t  t h e  ARVN would do. I mention-
ed t h i s  yesterday.  The ARVN would run t h e i r  body counts way 
up s o  it would look l i k e  they  were k i l l i n g  a l o t  of  people.  
I dismissed it as  be ing  t h e  l l t h  l y i n g  about t h e i r  body count .  
There wasn ' t  as  many people k i l l e d  a s  they s a i d  t h e r e  was. I 
have nothing f u r t h e r  t o  add, s ir .  

Q L e t  me ask you a ques t ion  about this. You s t a t e d  
you had been i n v e s t i g a t e d ,  o r  I b e l i e v e  you s t a t e d  t h a t  you 
had been i n v e s t i g a t e d  on s e v e r a l  previous occass ions  about 
i n f l a t e d  body counts ,  what d i d  you mean by t h i s ?  
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moving (pg. 12) ' .  Contrary t o  what they had been t o l d ,  
c i v i l i a n s  were a l l  over t h e  p lace  when they a r r i v e d  
(pg. 6 ) .  The wi tness  s t a t e d  t h a t  he saw only some f i f t e e n  

bodies  i n  t h e  v i . l l age ,  b u t  added he d i d  n o t  go through 
t h e  whole a r e a  (pg. 1 4 )  . 

b. . Action i n  Binh Tay . 
I n  t h e  a rea  nor th  of My Lai  ( i d e n t i f i e d  a s  Binh 

Tay) t h e  wi tness  r e c a l l e d  a group of  people being k i l l e d  
by grenade f i r e ,  though he d i d  n o t  a c t u a l l y  see  t h e  k i l l i n g  
(pg. 1 4 ) .  While i n  t h a t  a r e a ,  t h e  wi tness  r e c a l l e d  hearing 
t h e  o r d e r  t o  cease f i r i n g  (pg. 15)  . A f t e r  t h a t ,  s e v e r a l  
Vietnamese were herded up and s e n t  away t o  t h e  southwest,  
t h e  a rea  a l r eady  covered by t h e  U . S .  t roops  (pg. 1 5 ) .  

c. Action in t he  n i g h t  l a a g e r  p o s i t i o n .  

The wi tness  r e c a l l e d  see iny  a  National Policeman 
a t  t h e  n igh t  l a a g e r  p o s i t i o n  shoot  a  p r i s o n e r  he was 
i n t e r r o g a t i n g  (pg. 1 6 )  . H e  r e c a l l e d  t h a t  he was s h o t  with 
a  p i s t o l  (pg. 1 6 ) .  

3 .  INVESTIGATION OF THE I N C I D E N T .  

The wi tness  r e c a l l e d  t h e i r  being met by an o f f i c e r  on 
C Company's r e t u r n  t o  LZ D o t t i e ,  b u t  could r e c a l l  nothing 
of t h i s  meeting (pgs . 1 6 ,  1 7 )  . F u r t h e r ,  he r e c a l l e d  MEDINA 
t e l l i n g  t h e  company t h a t  someone would be coming t o  t a l k  
t o  them about t h e  opera t ion .  He s t a t e d  t h a t  MEDINA t o l d  them 
n o t  t o  t a l k  too  much .about it (pg. 18)  . The wi tness  could 
r e c a l l  nothing about any ques t ioning  of  people i n  t h e  company 
(pg.  18) . 
4 .  OTHER INFORMATION. 

a. Discussion wi th  BERNHARDT. 

The wi tness  r e c a l l e d  t a l k i n g  t o  BERNHARDT about t h e  
opera t ion .  The l a t t e r  s t a t e d  t h e  th ings  done were wrong 
and t h e  wi tness  agreed Cpg. 1 9 )  . 

b. Opinion of t h e  i n c i d e n t .  

The witness  simply opined t h a t  t h e  men of  C Company 
k i l l e d  t h e  c i v i l i a n s  because they ha ted  them (pg. 19) . 
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.Q What d i d  t h e  p la toon do next?  

A .  They s t a r t e d  coming back t o  where t h e  o t h e r  people 
were. I d o n ' t  know what happened then.  I d o n ' t  even remember 
i f  we s tayed t h e r e ,  o r  they  pu l l ed  ou t  t h e  same day. I 
don 't remember. 

Q. You mean you d o n ' t  remember i f  you s t ayed  i n  t h e  
f i e l d  o r  went back t o  D o t t i e  t h a t  day? 

A.  Right. 

Q. Actual ly  Char l i e  Company moved t o  t h e  e a s t .  You 
spen t  t h e  n i g h t  and joined up with Bravo Company and spen t  
t h e  n i g h t  i n  t h e  f i e l d .  Do you remember see ing  any ~ a t i o n a l  
Po l i ce  t h a t  day? 

A .  Yes. I remember now. We spen t  t h e  n i g h t  t h e r e  
i n  t h e  r i c e  paddies .  There were National P o l i c e  t h e r e  because 
I saw one National  Po l i ce  shoot  a  guy, a Vietnamese. I saw 
him shoot  him wi th  a p i s t o l .  

Q How many were k i l l e d ?  

A .  One, I th ink .  

Q Did you s e e  them ques t ioning  t h e  p r i s o n e r s ,  any 
p r i soners?  

A.  Yes. I wasn ' t  t oo  f a r  from where they  were. I 
was digging i n  a hole .  I t  was s o f t .  I had t o  t ake  time t o  
d ig .  I got  ou t .  I was looking t h a t  way and t h i s  guy was 
h i t t i n g  him, you know, with h i s  hand. I guess he d i d n ' t  t a l k  
o r  something, and he s h o t  him. 

Q. Did you see anybody c u t  t h e  f i n g e r  o f f  of one of 
t h e  p r i soners?  

A .  No, I d i d n ' t  s e e  t h a t .  

Q . Char l i e  Company spen t  two n i g h t s  i n  t h e  f i e l d .  
They were l i f t e d  o u t  on t h e  18th and taken back t o  Landing 
Zone Dot t i e .  When.you g o t  back t h e r e ,  do you remember 
being met by an o f f i c e r  who t a l k e d  t o  a group.and asked them 
some ques t ions  about My L a i  ( 4 )  and what happened. tha t  morning? 
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t o  t h e  d i s t r i c t  c h i e f .  

Q. That 's L ieu tenan t  TAN? 

A. T h a t ' s  L i eu t enan t  TAN?. 

Q. Now Dai-Uy TAN. 

A. . Y e s ,  s i r ,  Dai-Uy TAN. H e  w a s  t h e  one I d i s c u s s e d  
it wi th .  If I r e c a l l  he  d i d n ' t  pay much a t t e n t i o n  t o  t h i s ,  
because of t h e  f a c t  t h a t  h e  s a i d  t h i s  was j u s t  p l a i n  propa- 
ganda. They had t h e  impress ion t h a t  t h i s  is--let m e  g e t  back 
t o  t h e s e  two v i l l a g e s ,  s i r ,  i f  y o u ' l l  a l low m e .  These two 
v i l l a g e s  h e r e  o r  a c t u a l l y  hamlets-- 

Q - ( ~ n t e r p o s i n g )  Here's t h e  o t h e r  l e t t e r  i n  c a s e  
you want t o  refer back t o  it. 

W e  can u s e  t h i s  map ( E x h i b i t  MAP-1) i f  you 'd  l i k e .  
A s  you can see i t ' s  q u i t e  a blow-up, M r .  RODRIGUEZ. You can 
n o t i c e  Quang Ngai C i t y .  Here's Quang Ngai C i t y ,  h e r e ' s  your  
d i s t r i c t  h e a d q u a r t e r s ,  a c t u a l l y ,  your  s e c t o r  headqua r t e r s  o v e r  
h e r e .  

A. On t o p  o f  t h i s  h i l l ,  h e r e .  

Q. Y e s ,  and h e r e ' s  LZ D o t t i e  where Task Force  Barker 
w a s  l o c a t e d .  This  i s  g e n e r a l l y  Son Tinh V i l l a g e .  his i s  t h e  
o p e r a t i o n a l  area o f  Task Force  Barker  a t  t h a t  t i m e .  Now I 
might acqua in t  you w i t h  ano the r  document. This  i s  a copy o f  
t h e  map ( E x h i b i t  MAP-3) a c t u a l l y  which Major GAVIN had 
provided u s ,  which shows t h e  commonly-used terms by t h e  
Vietnamese s o  t h a t  you can see h e r e  t h a t  w e  have Son My 
V i l l a g e ,  Tu Cung Hamlet, My L a i  Hamlet, Co Lay Hamlet, My 
Khe Hamlet. W e  have t h e  s a m e  t h i n g  h e r e  ( E x h i b i t  fiL?iP-6) 
w i t h  a b reakout  of  Tu Cung, My Khe, Co Luy, and My L a i ,  which 
i s  t h e  same t h i n g .  So t h i s  i s  t h e  v i l l a g e  t h a t  w e ' r e  f ocus ing  
on a t  t h e  p r e s e n t  t ime.  

A.  I n  t h o s e  days ,  s i r ,  a l l  t h i s  a r e a  h e r e  a c t u a l l y  
w a s  c o n t r o l l e d  by t h e  communist f o r c e s ,  by t h e  V i e t  Cong. And 
a l l  t h i s  a r e a  h e r e  ( i n d i c a t i n g )  was a very  s e n s i t i v e  a r e a ,  t o  
t h e  e f f e c t  t h a t  a c t u a l l y  t hey  have a s a l t  mine i n  h e r e .  A l l  
t h e  f o r c e s  t h e y  have j u s t  came back and f o r t h  through h e r e  
as the main l i n e  o f  supply.  B a t t a l i o n s  going every  n i g h t  
through h e r e .  And n o t  even t h e  Vietnamese f o r c e s  wanted t o  
go i n  any o p e r a t i o n  i n t o  t h i s  P i n k v i l l e  a r e a .  I used t o  
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t r a i n  a l l  t h e s e  Popular  Forces  and go through a l l  t h o s e ,  
p l a c e s  w i th  them myself .  We cons idered  t h i s  a r e a  h e r e  a s  
V i e t  Cong c o n t r o l l e d  a l l  t h e  t i m e ,  a c t u a l l y  100 p e r  c e n t .  
And most a l l  t h e  t i m e  t h a t ' s  a l l  w e  had i n  t h e  area, j u s t  
t h a t  smal l  h i l l  i n  t h e r e .  So t h e  impress ion I had was t h a t  
a l l  t h e s e  v i l l a g e s  had V i e t  Cong c h i e f s  and t h e y  used t o  u se  
t h e s e  a s  a measure of propaganda. J u s t  every  t i m e  an 
American went i n  t h e r e  and they  had an -ope ra t ion  t h e y  always 
complained t h a t  t h e  Americans w e r e  k i l l i n g  c i v i l i a n s .  When 
t h i s  i n fo rma t ion  came i n ,  a l though  I can s e e  h e r e  t h a t  
L ieu t enan t  TAN w a s  t h e  one t h a t  complained, t h e  complaint  

. 	came t o  him by one of the v i l l a g e  c h i e f s .  A c t u a l l y  h e  w a s  
a V i e t  Cong v i l l a g e  c h i e f ,  because h e  was a v i l l a g e  c h i e f  
o f  t h i s  v i l l a g e  h e r e  ( i n d i c a t i n g ) ,  t h a t  w a s  c o n t r o l l e d  by 
t h e  V i e t  Cong. Now probably ,  s i r ,  y o u ' r e  f a m i l i a r  w i t h  
t h e  two t y p e s  of government t hey  had i n  t h e r e .  They had 
one government c o n t r o l l e d  v i l l a g e  c h i e f  and they  had a 
V i e t  Cong v i l l a g e  c h i e f .  I n  o t h e r  words t hey  had two 
c h i e f s  of  t h e  same v i l l a g e .  So when t h i s  compla in t ,  
a l l e g e d  complaint ,  a l l e g e d  i n c i d e n t  came and a l though t h i s  
was prepared  by t h e  d i s t r i c t  c h i e f  and went t o  province--  

Q . ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  You're r e f e r r i n g  t o  t h i s ?  

To t h i s  one h e r e .  

To M-29? 

A. M-29. Then when I went back and t a l k e d  t o  him 
h e  s a i d  t h a t  t h a t  i n fo rma t ion  came a c t u a l l y  from t h e  v i l l a g e  
c h i e f ,  V i e t  Cong v i l l a g e '  c h i e f .  

Q. Did h e  say  where t h e  v i l l a g e  c h i e f  was, M r .  

RODRIGUEZ ? 


A.  No, sir.  

Q. id you see t h e  r e p o r t  t h a t  t h e  v i l l a g e  c h i e f  

submi t ted?  


A.  No, s i r ,  This  is  all I saw, t h e  t r a n s l a t i o n  of  
what I g o t  from pr.ovince. And s i n c e  he  w a s  t h e  one a c t u a l l y  
who made t h i s  r e p o r t ,  I went t o  him t o  g e t  i n fo rma t ion ,  t o  
s e e  what was t h e  a l l e g e d  i n c i d e n t , ' b e c a u s e  i n  my mind I 
never  a c t u a l l y  f i g u r e d  t h a t  an American s o l d i e r ,  t h e  way 
w e  a r e  t r a i n e d ,  would do something l i k e  t h a t .  Ac tua l ly  it 
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A .  Yes, sir.  I was i n  Saigon, t h a t ' s  c o r r e c t ,  sir .  

Q - When he came back, was he aware o f '  t h a t  l e t t e r ?  

A .  T h a t ' s  very hard f o r  me, s i r ,  t o  make any s t a t e -  
ment l i k e  t h a t ,  because d a t e s  a r e  very hard f o r  ne t o  r e c a l l  
on t h i s  i n c i d e n t .  But I d id  have t h a t  impression t h a t  
a c t u a l l y  he d i d  know about t h e  l e t t e r s  somehow, o r  he had 
some information about it. He had t o  make a l l  t h e  arrangements 
and t h e  coordina t ion  with t h e  Vietnamese Army i n  o rde r  f o r  
t h e  America1 Divis ion t o  opera te ,  s o  he know about t h e  
opera t ion  i t s e l f .  

Q. Not s o  much about t h e  opera t ion ,  b u t  i t ' s  a 
ques t ion  of whether when you f i r s t  c a l l e d  t o  h i s  a t t e n t i o n  
t h e  f a c t  t h a t  you had received t h i s  from Quang Ngai and you 
had prepared t h i s ,  i f  you r e c a l l  back t o  t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  s t a t e -
ment, because you had done a s p e c i a l  p iece  of work on t h i s ?  

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. A s  t o  whether o r  no t  he was a l ready f a m i l i a r  
wi th  t h e  contents  of Lieutenant  TAN'S memorandum t o  p rov ince , '  
t o  Colonel KHIEN? 

A. Y e s .  I cannot make a  p o s i t i v e  s ta tement .  But 
I d i d  have t h e  impression t h a t  he had some knowledge o f  t h i s  
let ter.  I cannot p o s i t i v e l y  say t h a t .  

Q. Were he and Lieutenant  TAN f a i r l y  c l o s e  i n  t h e i r  
ope ra t ions  about t h i s  time? 

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  Most of t h e  opera t ions  they  went 
t o g e t h e r ,  because--

Q = ( In te rpos ing)  No. I ' m  t a l k i n g  about t h e i r  
a b i l i t y  t o  work toge the r .  

A. Well, they  d i d n ' t  work too  c l o s e ,  a c t u a l l y .  They 
were i n  very few disagreements,  I would say.  Many times I went 
on some opera t ions  myself ,  and two o r  t h r e e  t imes Dai-Uy TAN 
l e f t  us  i n  t h e r e .  A l l  t h e  Vietnamese t roops  a c t u a l l y  j u s t  ran  
and he re  we were, only f i v e  advisors  by ourse lves ,  and he c o u l d n ' t  
con t ro l  these  people.  And Major GAVIN and Dai-Uy TAN, although 
they worked t o g e t h e r ,  my impression was they d i d n ' t  g e t  on t o o  we l l .  

Q. W e  understand from t a l k i n g  t o  people and we've 
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Q. Downtown? 

A. Downtown, y e s ,  s i r ,  Son Tinh.  And they  had t aken  
Quang Ngai a s  you know, s i r ,  and a l l  t h e  a r e a  h e r e  was occupied  
i n c l u d i n g  t h e  r e fugee  camps, w e r e  a l l  t aken  by them, I t  was 
a custom of  t h e s e  people  j u s t  t o  come i n  and I suppose t h e r e  
was a b i g  t h i n g  t h e r e  t o  come i n  and en joy  t h e i r  wives ,  be- 
cause  most o f  t h e  wives w e r e  l i v i n g  i n  t h e r e ,  i n  t h e  same 
r e fugee  camps. Then a f t e r  t h e  whole t h i n g  w a s  over  t h e y  l e f t ,  
b u t  t hen  t h e  very  n e x t  day w e  g e t  some in fo rma t ion  from pro- 
v i n c e  t o  go ahead and t r y  t o  c l e a r  what w e  could.  So Major 
GAVIN and myself a l t o g e t h e r ,  t h e  whole t h i n g  w i t h  t h e  Dai-Uy 
TAN, t h a t  day w e  went w e s t  a l l  t h e  way t o  h e r e  ( i n d i c a t i n g )  
down t o  t h e  r a i l r o a d  c r o s s i n g .  

Q. That  w a s  on Highway 58? 

A. On Highway 58,  r i g h t .  And t h a t  was t h e  day,  a c t u a l l y  
one o f  t h e  days a f t e r  w e  encountered some r e s i s t a n c e  i n  h e r e  
( i n d i c a t i n g ) ,  Dai-Uy TAN and h i s  t r o o p s  a c t u a l l y  l e f t  when 

w e  w e r e  i n  t h i s  p l a c e .  But a f t e r  1 o r  2 weeks of combined 
o p e r a t i o n s  Colonel  G U I N N  marr ied  the 'America1 Div i s ion  w i t h  
o u r  PF and RF companies. We g o t  back t o  t h i s  area h e r e  
( i n d i c a t i n g )  and w e  c l e a r e d  t h e  r e fugee  camps. 

And a l s o  i n  a second o p e r a t i o n  we went back a g a i n  
and w e  took t h e  c i t a d e l .  Because a t  t h i s  t ime a l l  t h e  t r o o p s  
t h a t  w e  had i n  t h e  Son Tinh a r e a ,  were a l l  p i l e d  up i n  t h i s  
h i l l  he re .  T h a t ' s  where Dai-Uy TAN brought  a l l  t h e  t r o o p s  
back and they  were l i k e  a n t s ,  a l l  on t h e  s a m e  h i l l  h e r e .  So 
I suppose t h a t  a f t e r  1 o r  2 weeks of o p e r a t i o n s  w i t h  t h e  RF 
and PF, w e  went took back about  70 p e r c e n t  o f  what we had 
b e f o r e .  

Q. And I would unders tand  t h a t  t h e  2d ARVN Div i s ion  
d i d  ve ry  w e l l  i n  c l e a n i n g  o f f  t h a t  h i l l  where t h e  RF t r a i n i n g  
c e n t e r  was l o c a t e d  and i n f l i c t e d  heavy c a s u a l t i e s  upon t h e  
48 th  Local  Force  B a t t a l i o n ?  

A. T h a t ' s  c o r r e c t ,  sir.  I t h i n k  it w a s  t h e  48th  
Local  Force  VC B a t t a l i o n .  

Q. Y e s .  

A.  You're r i g h t .  The reconna issance  company wi th  
t h e  t a n k s  came a t  t h e  h e a d q u a r t e r s ,  came r i g h t  o n , t h e  edge 
o f  t h e  t r a i n i n g  c e n t e r .  They took it ,  and they  r e a l l y  d i d  
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t o  again ,  ever  coming back t o  i t ?  

A. N o ,  s ir ,  t h a t  never came back t o  d i scuss ion  
again.  When I t a l k e d  t o  Major GAVIN and gave him t h i s  i n f o r -  
mation, province had t h i s  a l s o .  I t  seemed t o  me t h a t  it 
w a s  a  mat ter  of one headquarters  with another  headquar ters .  
The d i s t r i c t  was down below j u s t  t o  g e t  t h e  information and 
b r i n g  it up t o  t h e  province headquarters  f o r  them t o  handle. 
Then t o  m e ,  t h i s  mat ter  was o u t  of our  hands, unless  they  
wanted us t o  come back and go i n t o  t h e  a rea  perhaps and check 
c l o s e r ,  t o  count t h e  bodies  and a l l  t h e  o t h e r  d e t a i l s .  The 
only  one t h a t  had t h e s e  c a p a b i l i t i e s ,  it seems t o  me, was t h e  
province.  We cou ldn ' t  do t h a t  a t  t h e  time. 

Q. Do you have any r e c o l l e c t i o n  of  a census gr ievance
r e p o r t  being a t  t h e  d i s t r i c t  on t h i s  same s u b j e c t ?  Cadreman's 
r e p o r t ?  Do  you have any r e c o l l e c t i o n  of you and Major GAVIN 
t a l k i n g  about t h i s  with Lieutenant  DAWKINS? 

A. I d o n ' t  recall,  because it seems t o  me t h a t  Major 
GAVIN a t  t h e  t ime d i d n ' t  pay much a t t e n t i o n - t o  it. I mean I 
d o n ' t  t h i n k  that--maybe i f  he d i d n ' t  know about it, he probably 
d i d n ' t  want t o  d i s c u s s  it any f u r t h e r ,  o r  he d i d n ' t  want t o  
t a k e  any more a c t i o n  t o ,  o r  perhaps he d i d n ' t  g ive  t h e  t h i n g  
too  much importance a t  t h e  time. I n  my p o s i t i o n  t h e r e  I 
cou ldn ' t  s ay ,  because as  t h e  a s s i s t a n t  d i s t r i c t  adv i so r ,  a f t e r  
I gave t h i s  information t o  t h e  s e n i o r  d i s t r i c t  adv i so r ,  i f  he 
d iscussed  anything wi th  Colonel G U I N N  o r  anyone e l s e ,  I d i d n ' t  
have any knowledge of  it. 

10: When you were t a l k i n g  t o  Dai-Uy TAN, Captain TAN, 
about t h i s ,  d id  he s o r t  of give t h e  impression, w e l l ,  t h a t ' s  
o u t  i n  VC t e r r i t o r y ,  t h a t ' s  n o t  important? Wasn't h e  r e a l l y  
concerned whether some VC o r  women and c h i l d r e n  and s o  f o r t h  
w e r e  k i l l e d ?  

A.  T h a t ' s  t h e  impression I go t .  The impression I g e t  
i s  s i n c e  that was VC and t h a t  was a VC c h i e f ,  t h e  one who 
repor ted  it ,  w e l l ,  i t was taken a s  propaganda r a t h e r  than any 
o t h e r  th ing .  

Q. . The unique t h i n g  about t h i s  i s  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  you 
cont inue t o  say t h a t  he s a i d  t h i s  w a s  a VC c h i e f .  But t h i s  
i n d i v i d u a l  who repor ted  t o  him was t h e  o l d  v i l l a g e  c h i e f ,  M r .  
LUYEN, who d i d  n o t  l i v e  i n  Son My. He l i v e d  i n  t h e  refugee 
camp. He w a s  g e t t i n g  t h i s  informat ion ,  a s  i s  i n d i c a t e d  t h e r e  
p r e t t y  much, from t h e  people coming o u t  of t h e  a r e a .  So he 
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was no t  a VC, he was an o l d  government admin i s t r a to r  who had 
been appointed by t h e  government. 

A. A t  t h e  t ime,  s i r ,  t h i s  is  what happened. The . 

s i t u a t i o n  t h e r e  w a s  very c r i t i c a l ,  because of  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  
having a VC t e r r i t o r y  t h e r e ,  over  t h e  hamlet,  and then  having 
a v i l l a g e  ch ie f  under government c o n t r o l  when a c t u a l l y  he d i d n ' t  
c o n t r o l  anything. 

Q - Well, he  c o n t r o l l e d  nothing. 

A. . Nothing a t  a l l .  

Q. He w a s  a v i l l a g e  c h i e f  i n  e x i l e .  

A. I n  e x i l e ,  t h a t ' s  it. So i t ' s  very hard  t o  judge 
any information t h a t  he had except i f  he got  t h i s  information 
through t h e  people coming o u t  of  t h e  v i l l a g e ,  how can we judge, 
how can we weigh and analyze? The only one who could say t h a t  
was Captain TAN, because he  was t h e  one who knew t h e s e  people.  
And n o t  a l l  t h e  t ime, because t h i s  Captain TAN was from t h e  
nor th  and many people d i d n ' t  l i k e  him much i n  t h e  d i s t r i c t ,  
t h e  f a c t  t h a t  he  was n o t  from t h e  south.  

~ l s ohe was a f i r s t  l i e u t e n a n t ,  I can remember and 
he  was t r y i n g  t o  make cap ta in .  You know, s i r ,  t h a t  it i s  t h e  
h a b i t  of t h e s e  people,  t h a t  everyth ing  t h a t  they want t o  do 
t o  make some p o i n t s ,  they do. They go ahead. When they a r e  
i n  disagreement wi th  t h e  s e n i o r  adv i so r  o r  someone e l s e  they  
j u s t  do every p o s s i b l e  t h i n g  j u s t  t o  ge t  information.  

Q. For your informat ion ,  I discussed t h i s  ma t t e r  wi th  
Dai-Uy TAN, I t a l k e d  t o  him and I asked him about h i s  l e t t e r  
of  11 A p r i l ,  which i s  a very s t r o n g  l e t t e r .  I f  y o u ' l l  r e c a l l  
t h e  l a s t  sentence  which says ,  "Really an a t r o c i o u s  a t t i t u d e  
i f  it cannot be c a l l e d  an a c t  of insane  violence.  Request 
you in te rvene  on behalf  of t h e  people." So t h i s  is  t h e  genera l  
theme of h i s  l e t t e r .  And then I asked him about your l e t t e r  
which he knew about.  H e  knew about t h e  words, t h e  beginning 
o f  your t h i r d  paragraph which s a i d ,  "The d i s t r i c t  ch ie f  p laces  
l i t t l e  importance upon t h i s . "  But he i s  not  t a l k i n g  about  
n e c e s s a r i l y  t h e  v a l i d i t y  of t h e  information,  b u t  more upon t h e  
f a c t  t h a t  a t  t h a t  time t h i s  was VC a rea .  And he f o r  one was 
n o t  too  concerned about t h e  VC i n  t h a t  a r e a ,  b u t  more important  
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A. Gee, I d o n ' t  know h i s  f i r s t  name, s i r ,  and 
t h e  o t h e r  se rgean t  t h a t  rep laced  him. A s  a mat ter  of 
f a c t ,  I j u s t  saw.him outs ide .  SAIMONS I th ink  h i s  
name i s ,  b u t  f i r s t  name I d o n ' t  know, s ir .  

Q- Do you r e c a l l  him being married t o  a 
WAC? 

A .  No. He may have been. Not t o  my knowledge. 
I d o n ' t  know about it, sir.  

Q What was your normal p lace  i n  t h e  head-
q u a r t e r s ?  

A. I wasn ' t  i n  t h e  headquarters?  

Q- Where d i d  they .have you loca ted?  

A. The headquarters  was he re ,  s i r ,  and r i g h t  
next  t o  it was a very smal l  hootch, and t h a t  was where 
I was a t .  I was never i n  t h e  headquar ters  bu i ld ing  
a s  such. O f  course ,  I went i n  t h e r e  d a i l y ,  g e t t i n g  
wi th  t h e  genera l ,  b u t  I had no o f f i c e  i n  t h e  head-
q u a r t e r s  bu i ld ing .  Tha t ' s  why I had no t  a  day t o  
day con tac t  wi th  t h e  people i n  t h e  headquarters  
bu i ld ing  except  i n  t h e  morning when I would be l eav ing  
and i n  t h e  evening, when I would be coming up. 

Q- J u s t  t o  g ive  you a couple of  impressions--
one impression i n  p a r t i c u l a r ,  t hen  another  ques t ion :  how 
g r e a t  a problem was Kham Duc? 

A. I ' m  j u s t  t r y i n g  t o  th ink  which one t h i s  was, 
sir. 

Q- Kham Duc i s  t h e  C I D G  camp i n  Quang T in ,  
nea r  t h e  Loat ian  border ,  t h e  camp t h a t  was overrun. 

A. Yes, s i r ,  I was t h e r e .  Well, I d o n ' t  q u i t e  
understand what you mean by problem. 

Q. W e l l ,  we a r e  under t h e  impression because 
of t h e  evacuat ion of t h i s  camp and t h e  l o s s  of pro-
p e r t y  and s o  f o r t h ,  among o t h e r  t h i n g s  a g r e a t  number 
of people were involved i n  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  and surveys 
and p r a c t i c a l l y  occupied t h e  e n t i r e  time of a g r e a t  number 
of people i n  t h e  headquar ters  f o r  more than a few days.  
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A. W e l l ,  a t  t h e  p a r t i c u l a r  i n s t a n c e  when i t  
happened up t h e r e ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  t h e  day o f  t h e  
evacua t ion  and t h e  f e w  days a f t e r  t h a t ,  I would s a y  
t h e r e  was q u i t e  a few people  involved ,  because when 
t h e s e  people  w e r e  p u l l e d  o u t ,  I know we d i d n ' t  know 
where a l o t  o f  them were, because it  w a s  one of  t h e s e  
d e a l s  when they  came o u t .  Some went up i n t o  Danang; 
some went t o  d i f f e r e n t  f i r e  bases  when they  w e r e  
p u l l i n g  them o u t  t h a t  day. There were people  i nvo lved  i n  
a c t u a l l y  t r y i n g  t o  f i n d  o u t  who we d i d  have l e f t  o u t  
o f  t h a t  p l a c e .  But t o  g e t  i n t o  names, who w a s  
down t h e r e  on t h a t ,  I c o u l d n ' t  s a y  t h a t .  I was t h e r e  
t h a t  day,  on t h e  day of  t h e  evacua t ion ,  a few days  
p r i o r  t o  t h a t ,  sir. 

Q Now General  KOSTER had on ly  s h o r t l y  b e f o r e  
t h a t  r e t u r n e d  from R&R, i s  t h a t  r i g h t ? .  

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  H e  had gone on R&R t o  Hawaii.  
I know h e  w a s  t h e r e  a t  t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  o p e r a t i o n  you 
were r e f e r r i n g  t o ,  because we w e r e  o u t  t h e r e  j u s t  a 
couple  of  days b e f o r e  t h e  o p e r a t i o n .  He w a s  t h e r e  
du r ing  t h a t  p e r i o d  I ' m  s u r e ,  sir.  

Q Did you spend a g r e a t  d e a l  o f  your  t i m e  
o u t  t h e r e ?  

A. W e  d i d  go o u t  t h e r e  t o  t h e  s i t e  i t s e l f ,  sir. 
A s  I r e c a l l ,  w e  w e r e  p h y s i c a l l y  o u t  t h e r e  a couple  of  
t i m e s  b e f o r e  it g o t  ove r run ,  o u t  t h e r e  when we' p u l l e d  . 
them o u t  t h a t  day. And, of  cou r se  t h a t  w a s  a p r e t t y  
' h e c t i c  day. 

Q Running back and f o r t h  and between t h e r e  and 
up t o  I11 MAF? 

A.  Y e s ,  s i r ,  t h e r e  was. 

Q You probably  saw Colonel  LADD t h a t  day and h i s  
S p e c i a l  Forces .  

A .  We saw some of  t h e  s p e c i a l  forces peop le ,  b u t  
I d o n ' t  remember Colonel  LADD by name, b u t  I ' m  s u r e  
i t  w a s  probably him, sir. 

Q. Would you s a y  t h i s  was a p a r t i c u l a r  p e r i o d  of 
t u r m o i l ,  and upheaval ,  and s o  on? 
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c. ~ecomniendation f o r  THOMPSON'S award. 

The w i t n e s s  vaguely  r e c a l l e d  t h e  recommendation 
f o r  THOMPSON'S award (pgs.  67-69). 

d .  Kham Duc i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  

Near t h e  end of  May t h e r e  was a le t te r  from 
COMUS MACV wanting t o  know why s o  much equipment had been 
l o s t  a t  Kham Duc (pg.  5 5 ) .  This  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  took 
p receden t  over  eve ry th ing  e l s e  (pgs .  55,  56) . The 
i n v e s t i g a t i o n  was conducted by General  GALLOWAY (pg. 5 6 ) .  
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A. I d o n ' t  remember s e e i n g  t h i s  pape r ,  s ir .  

Q Now go back one page,  t o  page t h r e e ,  and y o u ' l l  
n o t i c e  t h i s  has  a l i t t l e  unusual  format  w i t h  no heading and 
no s i g n a t u r e .  T e l l  m e  whether you have seen  t h i s  paper  e i t h e r  
i n d i v i d u a l l y  o r  a t t a c h e d  t o  a n o t h e r  paper?  

A. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  s e e i n g  t h i s  pape r ,  sir. I remember 
my f i r s t  encoun te r  w i t h  Colone l  TOAN. H e  w a s  a g e n e r a l  a t  
t h e  t i m e ;  he  w a s  a b r i g a d i e r  g e n e r a l .  

Q- Had he been promoted a t  t h a t  t ime? 

A. I b e l i e v e  he was promoted b e f o r e  I g o t  t h e r e  t o  
g e n e r a l .  My f i rs t  d e a l i n g  w i t h  him, he was a g e n e r a l  o f f i c e r  
a t  t h a t  t i m e .  I w a s  t r y i n g  t o  t h i n k .  One o f  t h e  reasons  I 
may n o t  have seen  t h i s  paper  i s  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  many t imes  t h e s e  
t h i n g s  l i k e  t h i s  r e p o r t  of i n v e s t i g a t i o n  coming from a b r i g a d e  
commander would be s e n t  d i r e c t l y  t o  t h e  g e n e r a l  o f f i c e r ,  t o  
General KOSTER o r  t o  General  GETTYS, and t h e y  would be  hand-
c a r r i e d  many t imes .  Many t i m e s  t hey  would be hand-car r ied .  

Q W e l l ,  it would s t i l l  come back i n  t o  y o u r , p o s s e s s i o n  
i f  i t  w e r e  c l a s s i f i e d .  

.A.  I t  should  have,  d e f i n i t e l y  should  have.  

Q Did you have a f i l e  e n t i t l e d  "Reports  of I n v e s t i -
ga t ion"?  

A .  Y e s ,  I d i d .  But t h i s  may have come i n  b e f o r e  I 
go t  t h e r e  o r  du r ing  t h e  t i m e  I g o t  t h e r e ,  and may have a l r e a d y  
been f i l e d .  

Q. Thi s  i s  about  t h e  t ime you joined.  Th i s  p i e c e  
of  paper  w a s  very  much t h e  c e n t e r  .of concern t o  General  KOSTER. 

. . 

A .  W e l l ,  we had ano the r  p i e c e  of paper  t h a t  was real ,  
r e a l  h o t  a t  t h a t  t i m e .  I t  d i d n  't d e a l  wi th  t h i s .  I t  w a s  a 
r e p o r t  of i n v e s t i g a t i o n  on Kham Duc, and t h i s  was a h o t  p i e c e  
of  paper  too .  I d i d  g e t  i nvo lved  i n  t h a t  one.  

Q. W e l l ,  I ' d  l i k e  t o  come back t o  Kham Duc. Now I 
have h e r e  s t i l l  a n o t h e r  v e r s i o n  of  t h e  p i e c e  o f  propaganda you 
s a w .  Th i s  i s  Vietnamese, and h e r e  i s  t h e  ~ n g l i s ht r a n s l a t i o n  
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A .  I t h i n k  I can -- I t h i n k  t h a t ' s  -- I ' m  p r e t t y  s u r e  
t h a t ' s  what it i s .  I t ' s  e i t h e r  t h a t  o r  Kham Duc. I ' v e  g o t  
Kham Duc on my mind t o o ,  because t h a t  s t a r t e d  about  t h e  t i m e  
I g o t  t h e r e .  Tha t  was a b i g  p r o j e c t ,  of  cou r se ,  which most 
of  US w e r e  i nvo lved  i n .  General  GALLOWAY g o t  t b e  l a r g e s t  por-
t i o n  of  t h a t  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  and between t h o s e  -- t h e  r a p i n g  
o f  n u r s e s ,  b f  c o u r s e ,  was a f t e r  t h e  Kham Duc i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  
I t  could have been p a r t  of t h a t ,  t h a t  I saw. I t  w a s  q u i t e  a 
voluminous r e p o r t .  

Q- I f  you had seen  t h a t  r e p o r t  I have a l l u d e d  t o ,  
and w e  c a n ' t  s ay  f o r  c e r t a i n  i f  you d i d  o r  i f  you d i d n ' t  see 
it, it would have been i n  response  t o  t h a t  l e t t e r  t h a t  General  
KOSTER had w r i t t e n  around -- t h i s  l e t t e r  shou ld  have been 
addressed  down t h e r e  about 10 May. 

A.  Here's something else t h a t  I might add. L e t t e r s  
coming i n  i n  s e a l e d  envelopes  addressed  t o  t h e  commanding gen-
e ra l  w e r e  opened by t h e  a i d e .  The ma i l  was d e l i v e r e d  separ -
a t e l y .  The commanding g e n e r a l ' s  m a i l  was d e l i v e r e d  d i r e c t l y  
t o  t h e  a i d e  and n o t  t o  me, n o t  t o  t h e  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  NCO. 

Q - W e l l ,  even t h e  a i d e  probably  would n o t  open a 
l e t t e r  which w a s  addressed  "Eyes OnlyN? 

A.  No, s i r ,  h e  probably  would n o t .  

Q But i f  t h e  c o n t e n t s  w e r e  c l a s s i f i e d ,  t h e y  shou ld  
have been f i l e d  i n  your  s a f e ?  

A. Y e s ,  should  have been. Y e s ,  s i r .  I f e e l  s u r e  t h a t  
I would have f i l e d  them. But I do n o t  r e c a l l  f i l i n g  any such 
le t te r .  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  f i l i n g  t h i s  l e t t e r ,  t h i s  r e p o r t  of  
i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  

Q NO, t h a t  would have come i n  b e f o r e .  You d i d n ' t  
a r r i v e  t h e r e  u n t i l  about  a rnonth a f t e r  t h a t ,  i n  f a c t ,  because 
t h i s  i s  d a t e d  24 A p r i l ,  and y o u ' r e  t a l k i n g  about  ar-
r i v i n g  on t h e  scene  i n  t h e  h e a d q u a r t e r s  about  17  May. 

A. What t h e  g e n e r a l  k e p t  and what h i s  s t e n o  k e p t  f o r  
him, I d o n ' t  know. I r e a l l y  d o n ' t  know. He may have g o t t e n  
a r e p l y  t o  t h a t  l e t t e r  and p u t  i t  i n  a f o l d e r  i n  h i s  f i l i n g  
c a b i n e t .  I f  t h a t  w e r e  t h e  c a s e ,  I would never  see i t ,  I could 
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log ,  then  everyth ing ,  t h i s  document l i k e  t h a t ,  would be 
recorded. What makes me f e e l  t h a t  I didn ' t  maintain 
a c o n f i d e n t i a l  l o g  i s  t h a t  I d o n ' t  remember a s s ign ing  
log  numbers t o  them because of  t h e  volume of them, t h e r e  
were s o  many. I n o t i c e  t h a t  none--

Q - ( In te rpos ing)  Did you maintain an informal  type
of l o g  where you might have w r i t t e n  it i n  a l edger  book 
o r  something of  t h i s  n a t u r e  s o  you would know t h e  comings 
and goings of documents? 

A.  No, sir.  I d i d n ' t  do  t h a t .  

Q. Well, l e t s  l eave  t h e s e  a l i t t l e  while  s o  w e  d o n ' t  
g e t  mixed up about them. Now I want you t o  t e l l  me. about 
t h i s  Kham Duc i n v e s t i g a t i o n . '  

Q That was an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  conducted i n t o  t h e  l o s s  
of Government proper ty  a t  t h e  Spec ia l  Forces camp i n  K h a m  Duc. 
General GALLOWAY, I guess ,  had 90  percent  of  t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  
as  f a r  a s  t o  determine j u s t  what happened t o  a l l  of t h e  
equipment which was l o s t  t h e r e .  

Q - This  was j u s t  probably warming up about t h e  time 
you a r r i v e d ?  

A .  No. 

Q Probably s t a r t e d  before?  

A. No, it started--When I got  t h e r e ,  I had heard about 
t h e  f i g h t  a t  Kham DUC, b u t  t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  had n o t  been 
s t a r t e d  y e t .  -

a .  Had no t  been s t a r t e d ?  

A. Nothing had been done y e t .  However, s h o r t l y  a f t e r  
t h a t ,  probably around t h e  f i r s t  of  June o r  l a t t e r  p a r t  of May 
o r  t h e  middle of  June, t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  took t o p  
p r i o r i t y  over  everyth ing  we were doing. We had people working 
a l l  n i g h t ,  typing  t h e  l i s t s  of equipment l o s s e s  and t h i n g s  l i k e  
t h a t .  The thing--

Q. ( In te rpos ing)  What prompted t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ?  

A. I b e l i e v e  i t  was a l e t t e r  from COMUSMACV wanting 
t o  know why we l o s t  s o  much equipment. What was t h e  reason 
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t h a t  w e  l o s t  s o  many people  and a i r c r a f t ,  and what happened 
t o  a l l  of  t h e  equipment. . 

Q I r e c a l l  they d i d  l o s e  s i x  howi tzers  o u t  t h e r e ,  
d i d n ' t  they?  

A. They l o s t  about eve ry th ing  they  had. Everybody 
was k ind  of i n  a h u r r y ' t o  g e t ,  o u t '  of t h e r e  a t  t h a t  t i m e .  

Q I t h i n k  what you a r e  t r y i n g  t o  t e l l  m e ,  o r  what 
you a r e  t e l l i n g  m e ,  i s  t h i s  took precedence over  eve ry th ing  
and occupied a g r e a t  d e a l  of everybody's  t ime i n  t h e  head-
q u a r t e r s .  

. A .  I t  c e r t a i n l y  d i d .  

Q But you d i d n ' t  ' th ink  t h i s  d i d n ' t  g e t  s t a r t e d ,  a l -
though Kharn DUC took p l a c e  about 10 through 13  May, 
t h a t  it wasn ' t  u n t i l  t h e  end of May o r  the reabou t s  t h a t  a 
l e t t e r  o r  message o f  some k ind  promp-ted t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  
t o  be made? 

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q. And t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  was conducted by General 
. GALLOWAY? 

A. Yes, sir. Apparently he  had t h e  primary respon-
s i b i l i t y  of completing t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  H e  was r e a l l y  working 
ove r  a p e r i o d  of t i m e .  

I0: W e ' l l  t a k e  a r e c e s s  a t  t h i s  t i m e .  

(The hea r ing  recesse.d a t  1235 hours ,  5 February 
1970 .) 

(The h e a r i n g  reconvened a t  1338 hours ,  5 February 
1970.) 

I0 : The hea r ing  w i l l  come t o  o r d e r .  

RCDR : A l l  persons  p r e s e n t  when t h e  h e a r i n g  r ecessed  a r e  
aga in  p r e s e n t .  

I0: Sergeant  SAIMONS, when we f i n i s h e d  w e  w e r e  t a l k i n g  
about Kham Duc, and then w e  i n d i c a t e d  w e  w e r e  going t o  t a k e  a 
recess and g e t  back t o g e t h e r  aga in .  I ' d  l i k e  t o  come back t o  
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they would g e t  i n  an argument back and f o r t h  with br igade .  I 
would hea r  nothing unless  something occurred dur ing  t h e  day, and 
I c o u l d n ' t  g e t  a hold of t h e  G 3 ,  The TOC would c a l l  me t o  
ask what t o  do abodt something. Normally, I d i d  n o t  a t t e n d  
t h e  evening b r i e f i n g .  The only o t h e r  t ime t h a t  I would 
become acquainted wi th  t h e  i n c i d e n t  was 4 o r  5 days l a t e r .  
Number one, I would read t h e  log  t o  make s u r e  t h a t  I was 
c u r r e n t  i n  what was going on, s o  t h a t  i f  something came up 
I wouldnl t be caught s u r p r i s e d .  I ' d  look a t  it admin i s t r a t ive ly  
and f o r  anything t h a t  I d i d n ' t  t h ink  t h e  G 3  knew about ,  
j u s t  a r o u t i n e  r e p o r t .  Maybe he should know about it; then  
I would t a k e  it i n  and show it t o  him. . 

Q. While you were doing t h i s ,  what was your apprec ia t ion
of t h e  enemy fo rces  i n  t h i s  a rea?  

A. It was a h o s t i l e  a r e a ,  s ir .  Ever s i n c e  I had 
been a s s o c i a t e d  wi th  t h e  America1 Divis ion o r  Task Force 
Oregon, t h e  people were considered h o s t i l e .  I t  was heavi ly  
booby-trapped and mined. I t  was a very dangerous a rea  t o  
go i n t o .  A s  a mat ter  of f a c t  we d i d  a study wi th  r e fe rence  
t o  t h e  number of c a s u a l t i e s  being rece ived  from t h a t  p a r t i -
c u l a r  a r e a  from mines and booby t r a p s .  We p u t  o u t  some 
information t o  t h e  t roops  on ways t o  c u t  down t h e  number 
of c a s u a l t i e s .  

Q- When d i d  you t u r n  out  t h a t  announcement? 

A. I th ink  it probably s t a r t e d  around February,  
s ir .  I s t a r t e d  it j u s t  ou t  of c u r i o s i t y .  I was n o t i c i n g  
t h e  number of people being wounded down t h e r e  and s t a r t e d  
counting. I t a l k e d  t o  t h e  G1 and t h e  surgeon and added up 
t h e  number of people and why and how they  were wounded. 
I guess t h a t ' s  how it got  s t a r t e d .  I d o n ' t  remember e x a c t l y .  
It wasnl t too  long a f t e r  Task Force Barker got  i n  t h e r e .  
They had a number of people wounded by one mine. I remember 
t h e  genera l  t o l d  t h e  G 3  t o  f i n d  out  why they were a l l  bunched 
up, how come four  people got wounded b.y one f i n e  et cetera. 

Q Do you r e c a l l  along about t h e  f i r s t  p a r t  of March 
t h a t  q u i t e  a l a r g e  group of them got  caught i n  a minefield? 
W e  heard varying r e p o r t s  of  1 5  and 1 6 ,  some people have 
i n d i c a t e d  as  many a s  2 2 .  I th ink  15 o r  16 i s  a b e t t e r  f i g u r e  
of t h e  number of people who got  k i l l e d  o r  s e r i o u s l y  wounded 
i n  a mine f i e l d .  

A.  Yes, sir. I remember t h a t  f a i r l y  v i v i d l y .  When 
t h e  Koreans moved o u t ,  t h e r e  was a l o t  of d i scuss ion  of what 
they l e f t  behind and t h e  number of mines they  p u t  ou t  i n  
t h e  a r e a  and t h e i r  i n a b i l i t y  t o  p inpoin t  them and t e l l  us 
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what w a s  o u t  t h e r e .  I n  many ways people  w e r e  t r y i n g  t o  
f i g u r e  o u t  how t o  e l i m i n a t e  t h e s e  and on one occas ion  when 
somebody was i n j u r e d  by a mine, w e  had some d i s c u s s i o n  about  
t h e  Koreans l e a v i n g  t h a t  s t u f f  around. 

Q I have h e r e  t h e  l o g  of  t h e  A m e r i c a 1  D iv i s ion  
f o r  t h e  1 6 t h ,  E x h i b i t  M-6. I ask  you i f  you are f a m i l i a r  
w i t h  t h i s .  I would l i k e  t o  p o i n t  o u t  c e r t a i n  t h i n g s  t o  you 
wi th  r e f e r e n c e  t o  i t e m  2 8 ,  page 3 .  Did anybody e v e r  q u e s t i o n  
t h e s e  f i g u r e s ,  "69 VC K I A  a s  a r e s u l t  o f  a r t i l l e r y  f i r e  
t h i s  morning"? 

A. Not t h a t  I know o f ,  s i r .  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  s p e c i f i c a l l y  
s ay ing  anyth ing  t o  anybody myself .  I t h i n k  probably ,  a s  
I read  it now, I probably would have s a i d ,  "Well, t h a t  s u r e  
looks  funny t o  me." I t  sounded l i k e  somebody w a s  coun t ing  
people t w i c e  o r  something l i k e .  

Q. T h a t ' s  an  awful  l o t  o f  people  t o  be  k i l l e d  by 
a r t i l l e r y  f i r e .  

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  T h a t ' s  what 'I would have s a i d .  

Q - T h a t ' s  what you s a i d  t o  y o u r s e l f ?  

A. I imagine,  I c a n ' t  s p e c i f i c a l l y  s ay  I r e c a l l .  

Q - Do you know of  anybody doing anyth ing  about  t h i s ?  

A .  No, s ir .  I d o n ' t .  

Q. To f i n d  o u t ,  one,  i f  t h e y  were k i l l e d  by a r t i l l e r y ,  
two i f  it w a s  69? 

A. No, s i r . .  I do n o t  know of  anyone checking on 
it. 

Q Turning ove r  t o  page 9 you g e t  a wrap up, t h e  
same f i g u r e s  t h a t  were p r e s e n t e d  a t  t h e  TOC b r i e f i n g .  Looking 
down a t  t h e  i t e m  94 on t h e  bottom of t h e  page,  you see i n  
t h e  f i f t h  l i n e  it s t a r t s  o u t  wi th  "Operation Muscatine".  
D idn ' t  anybody e v e r  q u e s t i o n  t h i s  body count  and compare 
it t o  t h e  number of  weapons which were cap tu red ,  128 ve r sus  
3? 

A .  No, s i r ,  n o t  t h a t  I know o f .  I probably would 
no t  myse l f ,  t o  answer your  q u e s t i o n .  I do n o t  know, b u t  
I was c o n s t a n t l y  amazed by t h e  a b i l i t y  of t h e  people  t o  
completely p o l i c e  up eve ry th ing .  On s e v e r a l  engagements 
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General GALLOWAY r e p l i e d  t o  it concerning t h e  l o s s  of equip-
ment. I know they got  toge the r  a s p e c i a l  l i t t l e  team t o  w r i t e  
an a f t e r  a c t i o n  r e p o r t  concerning t h e  i n c i d e n t .  The 
I 0  was i n  charge 'of  it and we had t o  f u r n i s h  va r i ed  documents 
and information.  I know of no t e c h n i c a l ,  r e g u l a r  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  
as  such. 

10: I might say t h i s  i s  q u i t e  a b i t  d i f f e r e n t  
too .  I ' l l  go i n t o  t h e  d e t a i l s  of Kham Duc with you 
because I happen t o  know Xham Duc very we l l .  

MR MACCRATE: I have nothing f u r t h e r .  

I 0  : Colonel S A I N T ,  I have one more ques t ion  before  
we recess  he re .  We know t h a t  some people from t h e  G3 
shop, poss ib ly  t h e  G 2  shop, would p e r i o d i c a l l y  b r i e f  
t h e  people i n  your a v i a t i o n  b a t t a l i o n  t o  b r i n g  them uw 
t o  d a t e ,  s o  t h a t  they would know about t h e  enemy a r t i l l e r y  
and t h e  a i r c r a f t  f i r e  on t h a t  ope ra t ion .  Also,  they 
were p a r t  of your team. 

A .  Y e s ,  sir. 

Q One s i t u a t i o n  t h a t  I know o f ,  where t h e  people 
were i n  the  process  of b r i e f i n g  t h e  aero-scout company 
i n  t h e  messhal l ,  and I d o n ' t  know who it was from t h e  
G 2  shop and G 3  shop t h a t  were t h e r e .  They commented 
t o  t h e  e f f e c t  t h a t ,  i n  t h i s  opera t ion  on t h e  16th  t h a t  
we a r e  t a l k i n g  about ,  128 VC were k i l l e d .  This i s  promptly 
broken up a t  t h i s  p o i n t  by people i n  t h e  audience by 
j u s t  laughing an hooting and saying ,  "That ' s  a bunch 
of s t u f f .  A l o t  of women and c h i l d r e n . "  A t  t h a t  p o i n t  
t h e  u n i t  commander got  up and s a i d  "All r i g h t ,  l e t ' s  s t o p  
a l l  t h i s .  J u s t  calm down. This i s  being i n v e s t i g a t e d .  I' 
Did you ever  hea r  a s t o r y  l i k e  t h a t ?  Did anybody e v e r  
come back t o  you and t e l l  you about t h a t ?  

A. N O ,  sir.  A s  a mat ter  of f a c t ,  when you mentioned 
b r i e f i n g  t h e  a v i a t i o n  I thought you were t a l k i n g  about 
wi th in  t h e  TOC. You mentioned t h e  aero-scout company 
which was a new organiza t ion  c r e a t e d  w i t h i n  t h e  d i v i s i o n  
a s s e t s .  I d i d n ' t  know t h a t  somebody had gone .down and 
b r i e f e d  them, sir. 

COL ARMSTRONG: When t h e  G 3  journal  was prepared,  I understand 
t h a t  it was f i r s t  prepared i n  p e n c i l  copy, then  it w a s  
subsequently typed up. Then it was checked by Captain 
BENNET o r  whoever t h e  TOC duty o f f i c e r  might be. Do you 
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d. Lunch w i t h  MEDINA. . 

MEDINA c a l l e d  and o rde red  CALLEY back f o r  a lunch 
break  (pg. 1 7 ) .  He d i d  n o t  remember MEDINA e v e r  o r d e r i n g  
t h e  k i l l i n g  o r  shoo t ing  s topped no r  d i d  CALLEY (pg.  1 7 ,  491. 
MEDINA, CALLEY, - t h e  o t h e r  p l a toon  l e a d e r s ,  and t h e  
p l a toon  s e r g e a n t s  met f o r  lunch.  I t  w a s  d i s c l o s e d  t h a t  
t h r e e  weapons were cap tured .  MEDINA t o l d  them t h a t  C/1/20 
w a s  t o  m e e t  B / 4 / 3  by t h e  nex t  v i l l a g e  (pg. 18)  . Except from 
CALLEY, SLEDGE was unaware of any o t h e r  o r d e r s  t o  k i l l  women 
and c h i l d r e n  (pg. 22) . 

e. Act ions  of  t h e  Na t iona l  P o l i c e  a t  t h e  n i g h t  
l a a g e r  p o s i t i o n .  

SLEDGE d i d  n o t  remember where o r  who p icked  up t h e  
PW's who w e r e  be ing  i n t e r r o g a t e d  a t  t h e i r  n i g h t  l a a g e r  pos i -  
t i o n  on 16 March (pg. 2 7 ) .  He s a w  two Na t iona l  P o l i c e  t h e r e  
(pg. 2 4 ) .  The Na t iona l  Policemen were m i s t r e a t i n g  t h e  PW's. 

H e  saw a  Na t iona l  Policeman c u t  o f f  a p r i s o n e r ' s  f i n g e r .  
L a t e r  he  saw a p r i s o n e r  s h o t  i n  t h e  head wi th  a  r e v o l v e r  by 
t h e  Nat iona l  P o l i c e .  MEDINA w a s  t h e r e  (pgs. 25, 28) . 
A f t e r  t h e  p r i s o n e r s  were s h o t ,  SLEDGE n o t i c e d  t h a t  t h e i r  
f i n g e r s  had been c u t  o f f  (pg.  2 8 ) .  SLEDGE d i d  n o t  remember 
any Army c a p t a i n  o t h e r  t h a n  MEDINA o r  MICHLES i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  
when t h e  PW's were be ing  m i s t r e a t e d  (pg.  2 8 ) .  SLEDGE 
i d e n t i f i e d  Le TRQNG and Nguyen Ngoe TAM a s  p o s s i b l y  be ing  
t h e  Na t iona l  P o l i c e  a t  t h e  n i g h t  l a a g e r  s i t e  (pg.  2 9 ) .  

f . CARTER' s evacua t ion .  

SLEDGE w a s  unable  t o  r e c a l l  t h e  t ime when CARTER 
s h o t  h imse l f  (pg.  5 0 ) .  He d i d  n o t  see t h e  chopper l a n d  t o  
evacua te  CARTER (pg. 51) . 
3 .  INQUIRIES CONCERNING THE ASSAULT. 

SLEDGE d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  a f i e l d  grade  o f f i c e r  t a l k i n g  
wi th  h i s  group a t  LZ D o t t i e  a f t e r  be ing  e x t r a c t e d  from t h e  
f i e l d  on 18 March (pg. 3 1 ) .  No one t a l k e d  w i t h  SLEDGE i n  
an i n v e s t i g a t i v e  c a p a c i t y  (pg. 32) . 

The w i t n e s s  heard  by rumor and a l s o  l a t e r  from MEDINA 
t h a t  t h e r e  w a s  t o  be an i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  H e  b e l i e v e d  t h a t  
MEDINA t o l d  them t h a t  i n  A p r i l  (pg.  3 6 ) .  MEDINA t o l d  them 
n o t  t o  t a l k  w i th  t h e  o t h e r  companies about  t h e  My Lai  
o p e r a t i o n  (pg. 3 7 ) .  Otherwise ,  no one e v e r  t o l d  him t o  be  
q u i e t  about  t h e  occur rences  i n  My Lai  ( 4 )  (pg: 3 2 ) .  H e  
heard  t h a t  a p i l o t ' s  r e p o r t  a l l e g i n g  they  had k i l l e d  women 
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Q. Were you around when they were ques t ion ing  t h e  
VC suspec t s ,  t h e s e  p r i soners?  

A. I remember one i n  p a r t i c u l a r .  

Q Did you s e e  t h e  Nat ional  Po l i ce  shoot  any of  t h e  
p r i soners?  

A. I know t h a t  one go t  s h o t ,  b u t  I ' m  n o t  s o  s u r e  t h a t  
I s a w  it. I remember he w a s  t o r t u r i n g  him some kind of way, 
t r y i n g  t o  make him t a l k .  He d i d  shoot  him. He s h o t  him wi th ,  
I b e l i e v e ,  a revolver .  I b e l i v e  it was, i f  I ' m  n o t  mistaken, 
through t h e  head. I be l i eve  it was. 

Q.' Were some of t h e  o f f i c e r s  around t h e r e  a t  t h a t  
time? 

A.  Captain MEDINA, Bravo--

Q . ( In te rpos ing)  Captain MICHLES? 

A. Right .  And t h e  photographer from ~ r a v oCompany 
was t h e r e ,  too .  

Q. This  i s  when you s a w  t h e  photographer? 

A .  Right. 

Q. Were any o f f i c e r s  t h e r e  from t h e  t a s k  force?  

A .  Not h igher  than  a cap ta in .  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  so.  I 
d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  t h e r e  w a s .  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  anybody had joined 
them, 

Q Did you s e e  a h e l i c o p t e r  come i n  about t h i s  t ime 
and t a k e  t h i s  photographer away, f o r  example? 

A. I c a n ' t  remember. 

Q Did you s e e  an o f f i c e r  t h e r e  with a  c l ipboard?  

A. No, I c a n ' t  remember. 

Q D i d  you know Captain KOTOUC, t he  br igade  S2? 

A .  I d i d n ' t  know him. 

Q - You d i d n ' t  know him? . 
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A.  No, sir. 

Q Did you s e e  anybody c u t  the  f i n g e r s  o f f  one of 
t h e  p r i soners?  

A. I t h i n k ,  i f  I ' m  no t  mistaken, it was t h e  one who 
was s h o t .  The National  Po l i ce  d i d  it t o  the  same one he 
s h o t ,  i f  I ' m  n o t  mistaken. 

Q Did you see  t h i s ,  o r  d i d  you j u s t  h e a r  about i t ?  

A.  I was c l o s e ,  b u t  I wasn ' t  r i g h t  up on it. I was 
s o r t  of behind. The o f f i c e r s ,  they were a l l  up t h e r e ,  and 
t h e  Nat ional  P o l i c e ,  and I th ink  t h e  p la toon se rgean t s .  

Q Lieutenant  CALLEY was around a t  t h i s  time? 

A. Yes, he was. 

Q. We understand, .  M r .  SLEDGE, t h a t  on t h e  next  day,
t h e  1 7 t h ,  t h e  1st Platoon went up on H i l l  85. This i s  t h e  
t ime t h a t  MEADLO l o s t  h i s  f o o t .  Can you t e l l  us  what t h e  
company d i d  t h e  rest of t h a t  day? We. understand t h a t  they 
moved south ,  o u t  through some hamlets ,  and g o t  down t o , t h e  
mouth of t h e  Song Tra Khuc River. Do you remember t h a t  
moving down? 

A.  Yes. 

Q. Could you t e l l  us  what t h e  company d i d  as  they 
came t o  t h e s e  hamlets? 

We were burning them, des t roying  them. 

Q. Did you run i n t o  any r e s i s t a n c e ?  Did you s e e  any 
Vietnamese people t h a t  day? 

A.  I th ink  you a r e  t a l k i n g  about when we reached t h e  
canals .  I t h i n k  t h a t  i s  t h e  only time we reached the  canal  
you a r e  t a l k i n g  about it. 

10: W a s  it a  canal  o r  a r i v e r ?  

A. A small  r i v e r .  I t  wasn ' t  very b i g ,  More l i k e  a  
canal .  I t  wasn ' t  an ocean, o r  anything l i k e  t h a t .  

MR WEST: Do you remember cap tu r ing  two VC o r  NVA, and a 
nurse? 
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(Witness responds i n  t h e  a f f i r m a t i v e .  ) 

Now, going back t o  these '  hamle ts ,  d i d  you say  they  
were burned? Do you know how many w e r e  burned? 

A .  No, I d o n ' t .  I c o u l d n ' t  say.  

I 0  : How many houses do you t h i n k  were i n  each of  t h o s e  
hamlets  t h a t  you s a w  burned,  M r .  SLEDGE? Were t h e r e  two o r  
t h r e e  houses ,  were t h e r e  10 o r  15? 

A.  They were s o r t  of s c a t t e r e d  around. S c a t t e r e d  
h e r e  and t h e r e .  I t  w a s  j u s t  s o r t  of down i n  a low s p o t ,  
a l o t  of trees, lowland. 

Q I unders tand  t h a t  you d i d  n o t  make a house count ,  
b u t  i n  o r d e r  o f  magnitude,  about  how many do you t h i n k  w e r e  
t h e r e ?  

A.  Maybe 40; 50 maybe. Maybe n o t  t h a t  many. 

Q. I t  j u s t  w a s n ' t  two o r  t h r e e  t h a t  you are t a l k i n g  
about .  I t  is enough t h a t  it could  be  c l a . s s i f i e d  as a hamle t ,  
o r  something o f  t h i s  n a t u r e ?  

A.  Right ,  t h e r e  w e r e  more t han  two o r  t h r e e .  

Q. Before  you go on ,  I want t o  go back t o  b e f o r e  you 
l e f t  My L a i  ( 4 ) .  You i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  you p icked  up some 
p r i s o n e r s ?  

A. Right .  I t h i n k  we p icked  them up i n  t h i s  v i l l a g e ,  
o r  Bravo Company had cap tu red  them. I ' m  n o t  s u r e .  

Q Did your  p l a t o o n  p i c k  up any, o r  w a s  it t h e  
company t h a t  p icked  them up, o t h e r  e lements  of  t h e  company? 

A.  I d o n ' t  remember. 

Q. You d o n ' t  remember whether it was your  company
t h a t  b rought  t h e  p r i s o n e r s  i n t o  t h e  l a a g e r  s i te  t h a t  n i g h t ,  
or t h a t  a f t e rnoon ;  o r  whether Bravo company brought  them i n ?  

A .  No, I d o n ' t .  I remember when we g o t  t h e r e ,  t hey  
w e r e  t h e r e .  

Q. .Up t o  t h e  t i m e  t h a t  you reached t h e  l a a g e r  s i t e ,  
had you seen  t h e  Na t iona l  P o l i c e ? '  
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A. No, I h a d n ' t .  

Q Do you remember them.being flown i n  by h e l i c o p t e r  
wi th  some ARVN s o l d i e r s ?  

A. I t h i n k  I remember, b u t  I ' m  n o t  s u r e .  

Q . W e  want only those  th ings  t h a t  you know. I d o n ' t ,  
f o r  1 minute,  want t o  p u t  words i n  your mouth, b u t  I know 
a l i t t l e  b i t  about t h i s ,  s o  i n  some of these  i t ' s  j u s t  a 
ques t ion  of yes  o r  no. Did you s e e  another  h e l i c o p t e r  t h a t  
came i n ,  and brought a cap ta in ,  a good-sized c a p t a i n ,  along 
wi th  another  Vietnamese i n t e r p r e t e r  a s i d e  from Sergeant  P H U ,  
who w a s  w i th  Captain MEDINA? 

A. No, I d o n ' t  remember. 

Q Do you remember see ing ,  a s i d e  from Captain MICHLES 
and Captain MEDINA, some d i s t a n c e  away from t h i s  i n t e r r o g a t i o n ,  
do you remember see ing  an Army c a p t a i n  along wi th  t h e  Nat ional  
P o l i c e  i n t e r r o g a t i n g  t h e s e  p r i s o n e r s  of war? 

A. No, sir. I d o n ' t .  

Q. You s a i d  they w e r e  t o r t u r i n g  t h e  p r i s o n e r s .  What 
were they doing t o  t h e  p r i soners?  

A. Like you s a i d ,  I th ink  they  were cut t ing-- they 
d i d n ' t  c u t  h i s  f i n g e r  a l l  t h e  way o f f ,  he was sawing it o r  
something. I wasn ' t  r i g h t  up on it. I w a s  o f f  away. I 
c o u l d n ' t  swear t h a t  he w a s  sawing them o f f ,  b u t  he was doing 
something. 

&. Did you s e e - i t ,  o r  a r e  you j u s t  t e l l i n g  us 
something t h a t  you hea rd -had  happened? 

A .  W e l l ,  I heard t h a t  t h e  f i n g e r s  had been c u t  o f f ,  
and, a f t e r  they  w e r e  s h o t ,  I s a w  f i n g e r s  had been c u t  o f f .  
But I d i d n ' t  a c t u a l l y  see them s a w  them o f f ,  o r  c u t  them o f f .  

Q Did you see them sho t?  

A. Right ,  I saw them sho t .  

Q. How was it done? 

A.  The National  P o l i c e ,  he moved them o f f  from t h e  
r e s t  of them towards a l i t t l e  d i t c h .  I t h i n k  he s h o t  them 
wi th  a revo lve r ,  a . 3 8 .  I b e l i e v e  it was i n  t h e  head. 

. 
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Q • Did you s e e  him execute  any a d d i t i o n a l  p r i soners?  

A .  No, because about t h a t  time we s t a r t e d  moving 
around t o  t h e  o t h e r  s i d e ,  and we were g e t t i n g  ready t o  d i g  
i n  f o r  t h e  n i g h t .  The reason I remember them i s  because 
I almost had t o  s l e e p  nex t  t o  them. 

Q. Do you remember e i t h e r  Captain MICHLES o r  Captain 
MEDINA c a l l i n g  over ,  and t e l l i n g  them t o  s t o p  t h i s  k i l l i n g ?  
That t h e r e  wouldn ' t  be any k i l l e d  unless  he gave them approval? 

A .  I ' m  no t  su re .  

Q.  Did you s e e  another  h e l i c o p t e r  come i n  t o  p ick  
up what you c a l l e d  a photographer,  and another  man, o r  any 
of t h e  o t h e r  people who were wi th  him? 

A. NO, I r e a l l y  d o n ' t  remember. 

I0: Before w e  go on, I have some p i c t u r e s  here .  You 
were ev iden t ly  p r e t t y  c l o s e  t o  these  Nat ional  Po l i ce .  Maybe 
you can p ick  some of them ou t .  They may n o t  be i n  p o l i c e  
uniforms. These are some r e c e n t  p i c t u r e s  of them. I g ive  
you a l l  t h e s e  p i c t u r e s ,  and you can look a t  them. 

(Witness s t u d i e s  t h e  photographs.) 

A. I ' m  n o t  t o o  s u r e ,  b u t  it s e e ~ sl i k e  both  t h e s e  
w e r e  t h e r e .  

Q .  I would l i k e  t o  have t h e s e  f i v e  photographs of 
Vietnamese c i t i z e n s  en te red  i n t o  the  record a s  e x h i b i t s .  
M r .  SLEDGE i d e n t i f i e d  two of them, Le TRONG and Nguyen Ngo 
TAM, a s  poss ib ly  two of t h e  Nat ional  Policemen who he saw 
i n  t h e  l a a g e r  s i t e  on 'the evening of 16 March 1968. Do you 
recognize anyone e l s e  i n  t h e s e  p i c t u r e s ?  

A .  I t  looks l i k e  I s a w  him somewhere, bu t  I d o n ' t  
know where. I saw him, too ,  b u t  I d o n ' t  know where. 

Q - M r .  SLEDGE a l s o  i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  somewhere, although 
he does n o t  know where, he had . seen  Do THIET and Vo LUU. 

RCDR: The photograph of M r .  Le TRONG is being en te red  
as Exh ib i t  P-147. The photograph of Nguyen Ngo TAM w i l l  
be  i d e n t i f i e d  as P-148. The photograph of Do THIET w i l l  be 
marked a s  P-149. The photograph of Vo LUU w i l l  be i d e n t i -
f i e d  a s  P-150. The photograph of Bo DA w i l l  be i d e n t i f i e d  
as P-151. 
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MR WALSH: M r .  SLEDGE, I show you t h e  photograph of Le TRONG, 
Exh ib i t  P-147 which you have previous ly  i d e n t i f i e d ,  and 
ask you t o  look c l o s e l y  a t  t h a t  photograph. See i f  you can 
recognize a very pronounced s c a r  running across  t h e  e n t i r e  
l e f t  s i d e  of h i s  f a c e ,  inc luding  h i s  e a r  and p a r t  of h i s  
j a w ,  with marks from s t i t c h e s  i n  it. I ask you i f  t h i s  
w i l l  r e f r e s h  your r e c o i l e c t i o n  a t  all with r e s p e c t  t o  t h e  
Nat ional  Policeman whom you saw a t  t h e  l aager  a r e a  on t h e  
n i g h t  of t h e  16th.  

A. No, I d o n ' t  remember. 

Q. You d o n ' t  recall one of  t h e  policemen t h e r e  had 
a very pronounced s c a r  on t h e  s i d e  of h i s  f ace?-
A.  No. 

Q. Secondly, do you have any r e c o l l e c t i o n  of t h e  
p a r t i c u l a r  policeman who you saw execute  t h e  de ta inees  i n  
t h e  l a a g e r  a r e a  a s  one o r  t h e  o t h e r  of the  two people whose 
p i c t u r e s  you have picked out?  

A .  A t  t h e  t i m e ,  he was wearing a h a t .  H e  was small .  
This  one seems a l i t t l e  l a r g e r .  I ' d  r a t h e r  say t h i s  one, 
because he w a s  sma l l e r  than  t h e  o t h e r  one. 

Q The wi tness  ind ica ted  the  photograph of L e  TRONG, 
Exh ib i t  P-147. 

MR WEST: M r .  SLEDGE, while  you were with Bravo Company 
t h a t  n i g h t ,  o r  anytime l a t e r ,  d i d  you hea r  a r e p o r t  about 
some more Vietnamese people being k i l l e d ,  on 16 March 1968, 
i n  t h e  l i t t l e  hamlet along t h e  coas t .  Is t h e r e  a hamlet 
named Co Lay, o r  something l i k e  t h a t ?  

A. I d o n ' t  remember t h e  name, b u t  I remember something 
had come around t h a t  Bravo Company had a l s o  done some k i l l i n g ,  
too .  

Q Also done some k i l l i n g  t h a t  day? 

A * .  Right.  

Q - T h i s  is  very important ,  M r .  SLEDGE. Could you 
t h i n k  back, and t r y  t o  remember j u s t  what you heard t o  t h e  
b e s t  t h a t  you can r e c a l l ?  
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Q. What I ' m  t r y i n g  t o  show h e r e  i s  a p p a r e n t l y  
headqua r t e r s  might be  mixed up i n  t h e  1st P la toon  area. 
W e l l ,  1'11 p u t  down where you t h i n k  it w a s . '  

A.  'Somewhere i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  where I j o i n e d  
L ieu tenan t  CALLEY. I ' m  n o t  s u r e .  The reason  Cap ta in  
MEDINA might have been up t h e r e  is  t h a t  when someone would 
g e t  wounded, he  would go and ca l l  i n  t h e  d u s t o f f  most of  
t h e  t i m e .  

A. That  is p a r t  of t h e  mor ta r  p l a toon ,  I b e l i e v e .  
Sergeant  MARONEY, t h e  FO, and Capta in  MEDINA, I b e l i e v e .  

Q. Do you know where it i s ?  

A .  I ' m  n o t  c e r t a i n .  It could  have been t h e  t r a i l  
t h a t  myself and L i e u t e n a n t  CALLEY moved up. I t  could  
have been t h a t  t r a i l ,  b u t  I ' m  n o t  c e r t a i n  t h a t  it is. 

A.  T h a t ' s  where t h e  Na t iona l  P o l i c e  k i l l e d  t h i s  guy. 
I t  looks  l i k e  t h a t  p l a c e  on account  o f  t h e  bunker, .  t h e  t a b l e ,  
and t h e  s t u f f  t h e r e .  I ' m  n o t  s u r e  t h a t  it i s ,  b u t  it does  
look l i k e  t h e  p o s i t i o n .  

Q. Was t h i s .  i n  My L a i  ( 4 ) ? 

A, That  w a s  o u t  of  My L a i  ( 4 )  , a f t e r  we jo ined  
up w i t h  Bravo Company. I t  looks  l i k e  t h a t ,  b u t  maybe 
it i s n ' t .  

Q. Do you know any of t h o s e  people?  

A .  Al len  BOYCE ( f i r s t  man i n  t h e  p i c t u r e  on t h e  lower 
r i g h t ) .  That  looks  l i k e  JOHNSON ( t h e  l a s t  man i n  t h e  c e n t e r  
w i thou t  a h e l m e t ) .  Those are t h e  on ly  ones  whom I recogn ize  
i n  t h e  photo.  

A.  This  ~ i e t n a m e s e  showing h i s  head r i g h t  h e r e ,  w e  had 
run  i n t o  him on t w o  o p e r a t i o n s .  One o p e r a t i o n  w a s  p r ev ious  
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A. Y e s .  

Q. Are you s u r e  you d o n ' t  remember where it was? 

A. No, I don ' t .  I t  seems l i k e  I saw h e r  somewhere 
be fo re .  

Q P-62? 

A. I d o n ' t  know where t h i s  a r e a  i s ,  b u t  I be l i eve  
it was t h e  3d Platoon,  because t h i s  guy here  is  an Indian.  
I remember he was an Indian .  I d o n ' t  remember h i s  name, 
b u t  we c a l l e d  him "Chief." 

Q - The one on t h e  l e f t  i s  "Chief." 

A. I ' m  n o t  s u r e  about t h e  guy on t h e  r i g h t .  I d o n ' t  
know who he i s .  

Q. 'P-75? 
. , 

A. This  over  here?  I ' m  n o t ' s u r e ,  bu t  it looks l i k e  
it was i n  t h e  a r e a  somewhere a f t e r  we l e f t  My La i  ( 4 ) .  I 

' . t h ink  it was i n  t h a t  a rea .  I ' m  n o t  s u r e  whether t h a t  i s  it 
o r  no t .  It  looks l i k e  I w a s  i n  t h i s  a rea .  

Q: What makes you t h i n k  t h a t ?  

A. I t  looks a l i t t l e  h i l l y .  The reason I picked it 
o u t  is  because I w a s  t a l k i n g  about t h e  Nat ional  Policeman 
and t h e  k i . l l i n g .  It looks l i k e  it. That might no t  even 
be it, b u t  it looks l i k e  it. 

Q Did you ever  s e e  a fence l i k e  t h a t ?  

A. No. 

Q. Do you remember t h a t  fence? 

A. . No, I d o n ' t .  

Q. You would have remembered t h a t  fence  l i k e  t h a t ,  
wouldn 't you? 

A. I b e l i e v e  I would have, b u t  t h e r e  was no fence i n  
t h e  a r e a  we w e r e  i n .  
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d. ~ i e u t e n a n t  LACROSS ' op in ion  of  t h e  o p e r a t i o n .  

The witness s t a t e d  t h a t  he f e l t  t h a t  L ieu t enan t  
LACROSS w a s  an o u t s t a n d i n g  o f f i c e r  (pg.  4 2 ) .  The wi tnes s  
f u r t h e r  r e l a t e d  t h a t  t h e  My La i  o p e r a t i o n  w a s  LACROSS' 
f i r s t ,  and t h a t  h e  seemed q u i t e  u p s e t  o v e r  what he  szw, 
The wi tnes s  w a s  s k e d  by LACROSS i f  what he had seen  was 
normal f o r  an o p e r a t i o n  and exp la ined  t h a t  it was n o t  (pg .43) .  

N a t i o n a l  P o l i c e ' s  i n t e r r o g a t i o n  o f  p r i s o n e r s .  

The w i t n e s s  s a i d  t h a t  h e  saw some Na t iona l  P o l i c e  
i n  t h e  f i e l d  a f t e r  he  had moved through t h e  v i l l a g e .  He 
s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e  purpose o f  t h e i r  p resence  w a s  t o  i n t e r r o g a t e  
and t h a t  h e  s a w  them wi th  some p r i s o n e r s  (pgs .14,  1 5 ) .  H e  
t e s t i f i e d  t h a t  he  p e r s o n a l l y  observed them shoo t ing  t h r e e  o r  
f o u r  of  t h e  d e t a i n e e s  i n  a d i t c h ,  and t h a t  h e  h e a r d  t h a t  
t hey  were c u t t i n g  o f f  f i n g e r s  and e a r s  b e f o r e  t hey  s h o t  
them (pgs. 15 ,  1 6 ,  3 6 )  . 
3 .  ACTIONS FOLLOWING MY LA1 ( 4 ) . 

a. Burnings.  

The witness stated t h a t  hi -s  u n i t  moved on toward 
what he  thought  was t h e  beach (a l though  i t  w a s  e v i d e n t l y  
t h e  Song T r a  Khuc) burn ing  v i l l a g e s  a long  t h e  way (pg.  1 7 ) .  

b .  P r i s o n e r s .  

The w i t n e s s  recounted  t h a t  t h e y  cap tu red  two o r  
t h r e e  p r i s o n e r s  i n c l u d i n g  a n u r s e  (pg.  18) . H e  s t a t e d  t h a t  
t h e  p r i s o n e r s  were r e t u r n e d  t o  t h e  company commander who 
c a l l e d  i n  a h e l i c o p t e r  t o  t a k e  them o u t .  He hea rd  no rumors 
o f  t h e  nu r se  hav ing  been raped  (pgs .  1 8 ,  19). 
4.  INQUIRIES CONCERNING THE ASSAULT. 

The w i t n e s s  s t a t e d  t h a t  h e  s a w  no f i e l d  grade  o f f i c e r  
on h i s  u n i t ' s  r e t u r n  t o  LZ D o t t i e  (pg.  2 0 ) .  H e  hea rd  t h a t  
t h e r e  was an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  be ing  conducted,  b u t  was never  
ques t ioned  h imse l f  (pg.  21) . H e  f u r t h e r  no t ed  t h a t  he  saw 
Colonel  BEERS v i s i t  Captain  MEDINA i n  t h e  f i e l d  du r ing  t h e  
o p e r a t i o n ,  b u t  b e l i e v e d  t h a t  it was a day o r  two a f t e r  t h e  
1 6 t h  (pg.  1 2 ) .  
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A. Well, I d i d n ' t  a c t u a l l y  see  them do t h i s ,  
b u t  I saw t h e  k n i f e  and everything.  The o t h e r  people 
t o l d  me they were i n t e r r o g a t i n g  them, c u t t i n g  o f f  
f i n g e r s ,  La te r  on, I had my back towards them observing 
ou t  t o  t h e  f l a n k ,  and, I thought a t  f i r s t ,  we were 
g e t t i n g  s h o t  a t .  I turned  around, and they s h o t  t h e  
p r i s o n e r s  i n  t h e  d i t c h .  

Q How many of them? 

A .  Three o r  f o u r ,  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l .  

Q- How d i d  you know they  were Nat ional  Po l i ce?  

A. Well, they had h a t s  on. 

Q. What kind of h a t s ?  

A, They were grey ,  and they had badges on'  
them l i k e  t h e  h a t s  of o t h e r  Nat ional  Po l i ce .  I ' v e  
seen  them i n  o t h e r  v i l l a g e s .  

Q- What kind of uniform d i d  they have on? 

A .  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l .  

Q Do you remember Nat ional  Pol ice?  You s a i d  
you've seen them i n  o t h e r  v i l l a g e s ?  

A .  - Well, I have .seen them i n  o t h e r  v i l l a g e s  
wi th  green uniforms, b u t  i n  o t h e r  ones with d i f f e r e n t  

. uniforms. 

Q I n  o t h e r  words, they had a s o f t  cap on? 

A. Right ,  sir.  

Q. A s o f t  cap and a grey uniform? 

A .  I d o n ' t  know about t h e  grey uniform, A l l  I 
remember is t h a t  everybody s a i d  they were Nat ional  Po l i ce .  
From what I could ' t e l l ,  from t h e i r  h a t s ,  they were 
Nat ional  Pol ice .  They d i d n ' t  wear-helmets b u t  they 
were Nat ional  Po l i ce ,  I know t h a t .  
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Q They s h o t  about t h r e e  people and c u t  t h e i r  
f i n g e r s  o f f ?  

A. They chopped t h e i r  f i n g e r s  o f f  f i r s t .  And 
somebody s a i d  they  c u t  an e a r  o f f  someone. 

Q What happened t o  Char l i e  Company t h a t  
af ternoon? What happened a f t e r  My La i  (4)? Where 
d i d  you go? 

A .  W e l l ,  w e  headed i n  a d i r e c t i o n ,  I b e l i e v e ,  
t o  t h e  beach. W e  were t o  go through t o  t h e  beach. 
But I have my n i g h t s  mixed up. I thought  t h e  f i r s t  
n i g h t  we s t ayed  i n  t h i s  graveyard,  and then  I had 
t h i s  p i c t u r e  which I gave t o  t h e  CID, which showed 
t h a t  t h i s  n i g h t  we were a l s o  i n  t h e  r i c e  paddies on 
an i s l and .  There was a d i t c h  r i g h t  above my p o s i t i o n .  
I have those  2 n i g h t s  mixed up. I d o n ' t  remember 
which w a s  the '  f i r s t  n igh t .  and which was t h e  second 
n i g h t .  

Q Do you remember l aager ing  with another  
u n i t  from t h e  t a s k  fo rce?  

A. No, I d o n ' t .  

Q Do you remember Bravo Company being around 
you? 

A. The only  t h i n g  I know about Bravo Company 
t h a t  I can r e c a l l  i s  t h a t  they were over  on another  
ridge, because I could fol low t h e i r  smoke where they  
were going 'and burning the  hootches on t h e  o t h e r  s i d e  
of the  v a l l e y ,  down through t h e r e .  They were q u i t e  
a d i s t a n c e  away from us.  

Q D o  you r e c a l l  whether t h i s  would have been 
on t h e  1 7 t h ,  going sou th ,  going by H i l l  85? 

A.  W e  were on t h e  l e f t  of H i l l  85,  going toward 
t h e  beach. I guess it might be nor th  of K i l l  85. 
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Q Well, I ' m  going t o  pu t  t h i s  approximate a rea  
( i n d i c a t i n g )  . 

A.  The d i t c h  w a s  2 o r  3 f e e t  behind me. 

Q P o i n t  3 ,  t h e  d i t c h  where the  Nat ional  P o l i c e  
s h o t  VC suspec t s .  L e t ' s  go back t o  some of t h e s e  photographs. 
Where was t h i s  photo P-14? I t  shows D U S T I N  burning t h e  hootch? 
Was t h i s  when you f i r s t  go t  i n t o  t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

A.  I t  wasn ' t  t oo  long a f t e r ,  I remember t h a t .  
D U S T I N  w a s  i n  my squad. 

Q. You d o n ' t  remember t h e  l o c a t i o n  of t h i s  photo? 

A.  No, s i r .  There ' s  no way I can. There were s e v e r a l  
hootches a f t e r  t h a t ,  which we burned on our  way through. D U S T I N  
was with me a l l  t h e  time. I n  f a c t ,  what t h a t  r e p o r t e r  s a i d  i n  
L i f e  magazine about t h e  w a t e r  buffalo--

Q. ( In te rpos ing)  What about i t ?  

A.  I t  w a s  DUSTIN and I who were shoot ing  it. He was 
with me almost a l l  t h e  way, t h e  whole time we were i n  t h e  
v i l l a g e .  Most of t h e  t ime,  I ' d  say.  This photograph was 
taken during t h e  e a r l y  s t a g e s  of moving through t h e  v i l l a g e ,  
I ' d  say ,  poss ib ly .  

Q. How many meters i n ,  would you say? 

A .  I have no i d e a ,  s ir .  

Q. Do you t h i n k  it w a s  up on t h e  nor thern  . p a r t ,  
o r  a f t e r  you s t a r t e d  heading south again? 

A .  No, he was on t h e  nor thern  p a r t .  General ly ,  i n  
h e r e  somewhere ( i n d i c a t i n g ) .  When we come down t h i s  way 
everyth ing  was--there wasn ' t  t oo  much over  i n  t h e r e .  I 
th ink  t h e r e  w a s n ' t  even a hootch s tanding ,  a s  I can r e c a l l .  
We d i d  most of our  burning as  we were going up t o  t h e  nor thern  
p a r t .  We more o r  l e s s  h u r r i e d  down t h i s  way. A s  we were 
heading south ,  we were more o r  l e s s  i n  a hurry.  I f  t h e r e  
were any s tanding ,  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  we took t h e  t ime t o  burn 
them, because we were about ready t o  move o u t .  
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A. 'No, sir.  

Q. Even though t h i s  may have been i n  t h e  headquar ters?  

A. I haven ' t  seen it, s i r ,  p r i o r  t o  t h i s  t ime. 

Q Long about t h i s  t ime, from what I understand i n  
t a l k i n g  t a  var ious  people,  you were p r e t t y  w e l l  known around 
this headquarters  and knew t h e  Vietnamese p r e t t y  w e l l  and s o  
f o r t h .  Did you h e a r  a n y ~ h i n gabout a r e p o r t  by an American 
a v i a t o r  t o  t h e  e f f e c t  t h a t  i n  t h i s  ope ra t ion ,  long about t h e  
middle of March, t h e r e  was some unnecessary k i l l i n g  of c i v i l i a n s ?  

A. No, s ir .  

Q Did you ever  hea r  of a r e p o r t  where an American 
a v i a t i o n  u n i t  and an American ground u n i t  were a t  loggerheads 
with one another  or had almost a d i r e c t  confronta t ion?  

A. NO, sir.  

Q • Were you ever  aware t h a t  t h e  province chief  o r  
the co-manding o f f i c e r  then  of t h e  2d ARVN Divis ion  were 
somewhat unhappy concernlng U.S. ' a c t i v i t i e s  i n  t h i s  a rea?  

A.  I knew i n i t i a l l y  a f t e r  T e t  t h e r e  was a p r o ~ l ~ mof 
t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  between t h e  Americans and t h e  Vietnamese f o r  
a c e r t a i n  pe r iod  of time, immediately a f t e r  Tet .  

Q . What occasioned this problem? 

A: Well,  during the a t t a c k  on Quang Ngai Ci ty  during 
T e t  and immediately af te rwards  Colonel K H I E N ,  province chief  
a t  t h a t  time--

'2- ( In te rpos ing)  K H I E M  o r  KHIEN? 

A. KHIEN.  

Q K-H-I-E-N? 

A. Yes, s i r .  K H I E N  f e l t  t h a t  the Americans had kind 
of let tnem down, t h a t  they d i d n ' t  provide e a r l i e r  warning with 
a l o t  of t h e i r  equipment, s o p h i s t i c a t e d  equipment and he f e l t  
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t h a t  wi th  t h e  American h e l p ,  t h e  Vietnamese could have been 
b e t t e r  warned of t h i s  th ing .  And a f t e r  it d i d  happen, why. 
the  Americans c o u l d n ' t  send more reinforcements down t o  he lp  
them. This w a s  about 3 days a f t e r  Tet ,  2 days a f t e r  Tet .  I 
remember when he was t a l k i n g  t o  Colonel G U I N N  a t  t h e  t ime, he 
was q u i t e  per turbed.  

Q *  Did t h a t  f i n a l l y  blow over? 

A .  Colonel G U I N N  t a l k e d  t o  t h e  America1 t o  b r i n g  down 
a company o r  poss ib ly  two companies as a show of fo rce  i n  Quang 
Ngai C i ty  a r e a  anyway. 

Q- S o r t  of around t h e  a rea .  

A .  To psychologica l ly  l e t  t h e  people know t h a t  t h e  
Americans were s t i l l  behind them and t h e r e  t o  h e l p  them o u t .  
I th ink  t h a t  kind of patched over  t h e  c o n f l i c t  between those 
two. A s  f a r  a s  t h e  commander of t h e  2d ARVN Divis ion ,  I d o n ' t  
know. 

Q. Do you ever  remember a time along i n  about the  
f i r s t  h a l f  of  A p r i l  o r  toward t h e  middle of Apr i l  when Colonel 
G U I N N ,  M r .  MAY, Major GAVIN, and then Captain RODRIGUEZ perhaps 
g o t  toge the r  on s e v e r a l  occasions f o r  some long d i scuss ions?  

A. No, sir .  I wasn ' t  aware of it. . 

Q Now where was your o f f i c e  wi th  r e l a t i o n ,  with 
r e s p e c t  t o  M r .  MAY'S and Colonel GUINN's? 

A. I was separa ted  by about a mi le ;  a t  t h e  Vietnamese 
headquarters .  

Q You mean t h e  Vietnamese--what kind of Vietnamese 
headquarters?  

A. Well, they had a s p l i t  headquar ters .  They had t h e i r  
3 s e c t i o n  working a t  t h e  p rov inc ia l  c a p i t a l ,  phys ica l  c a p i t a l .  
And t h e i r  2 s e c t i o n  and 4 s e c t i o n  and 1 s e c t i o n  operated 
another  compound, and t h e i r  5 s e c t i o n .  And I colocated wi th  
my coun te rpa r t  who was a t  the  o t h e r  compound. 
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Q • Did y ~ uever  hear  anybody d i scuss ing  something 
about  T u  Cmg o r  C o  Luy? 

A.  No,, s i r .  

Q- Had you heard of a r e p o r t  from t h e  v i l l a g e  chief  
t o  t h e  d i s t r i c t  c h i e f ?  

A. No, s i r .  

Q. How c lose ly  d id  you work with the  revolu t ionary  
development people? Here I ' m  r e f e r r i n g  t o ,  wha t ' s  h i s  name, 
Dan o r  Don KEATING. Don KEATING? 

A. Yes, s ir .  

Q You worked p r e t t y  c lose ly  with them? 

A. No, s i r .  They were r a t h e r  c l andes t ine  i n  t h e i r  
whole opera t ion ,  a s  f a r  as  r epor t ing  procedures and s o  on. 
They worked d i r e c t l y  f o r  M r .  MAY. They had t h e i r  own PSYOP 
e f f o r t  t h a t  a f f e c t e d  the V I S  t h a t  they had ~ e i rpeople i n ,  
the  RD teams. And he opera ted  independently,  working d i r e c t l y  
f o r  M r .  MAY. 

Q - Hov &out  a c5ap who was known by t h e  Vietnamese 
as  M r .  N e i l l ?  You know N e i l l  PREW? 

A .  Yes, sir.  

Q- Did you have any rappor t  w i t h  him, a t  a l l ,  i n  your
working r e l a t i o n s h i p s ?  -

A. I n  our  working r e l a t i o n s h i p s ,  no, s i r .  

Q. Well, t o  g e t  down t o  t h e  s p e c i f i c s ,  M r .  PREW was 
working i n  t h e  a r e a  of census gr ievance,  r i g h t ?  

A. Yes, sir .  

52- census gr ievance i n  i t s e l f ,  i f  it funct ions  the 
way it should func t ion ,  provides t h e  gr ievance t h a t  t h e  people 
have a g a i n s t  t h e  government on t h e  one hand, o r  it a l s o  out-
l i n e s  t h e i r  a s p i r a t i o n s ,  you see ,  t o  t e l l  j u s t  what they want; 
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what they need i n  l i f e ;  what they have a g a i n s t  t h e  govern-
ment; and a l s o  what they  have a g a l n s t  t h e  VC. I mean t h e s e  
a r e  the n a t u r a l  feed- in  t o  psychologica l  o p e r a t i o n s .  Did you 
eve r  s i t  down wi th  M r .  PREW o r  any of those  people  t o  d i s c u s s  
informat ion  coming i n .  What d i d  t h e s e  people need, how do w e  
develop t h e s e  needs,  how do we g e t  t h e  informat ion  pu t  o u t ?  

A. On one occas lon  I went over  and t a l k e d  t o  them. 
That was a t  t h e  time Colonel GRUBAUGH was gone and I had t o  
make a r e p o r t  f o r  t h e  province  i n  p l a c e  of Colonel  GRUBAUGH. 
But t h a t  was t h e  only  occas ion .  Usual ly  I g o t  this informat ion  
from Colonel GRUBAUGH and h i s  resources . .  He d o v e t a i l e d  wi th  
PREW a t  t imes ,  as  f a r  a s  I know. I c o u l d n ' t  say  t h i s  f o r  sure .  
I know they g o t  t o g e t h e r  and t a l k e d  about  it when Colonel 
GRUBAUGH pu t  i n  h i s  monthly r e p o r t .  Colonel GRUBAUGH had h l s  
own t e a m  t h a t  he s e n t  o u t  t o  g a t h e r  in format ion .  

Q .  Did you eve r  h e a r  of a census gr ievance  r e p o r t
which i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  something unusual may have taken p l a c e  
i n  what was r e f e r r e d  t o  a s  My La i  ( 4 )  o r  Tu Cung, Co Luy? 

A. NO, s ir .  

Q - Did you eve r  have any people  down i n  t h e s e  refugee 
camps t o  f i n d  o u t  what t h e i r  problems were, and where they 
came from, and a l l  &out  them and--

A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  No, s i r .  

Q - And use t n i s  k ind  of informat ion  t o  develop your
psychologica l  ope ra t ions?  

A. No, s ir .  That was p r i m a r i l y  on t h e  c i v i l i a n  s i d e .  
And aga in  t h i s  f e l l  under VIS. They had t r i e d  t o  p u t  t h e i r  
teams i n  t h e  r e fugee  v i l l a g e s .  

Q W e l l ,  you s e e  b a s i c a l l y  your informat ion  h e r e  be-
tween t h e  m i l i t a r y  and c i v i l i a n  becomes s o  i n t e r l o c k e d ,  a s  you 
i n d i c a t e d  b e f o r e ,  t h a t  i t ' s  very d i f f i c u l t  t o  t r y  t o  exp la in  
one wi thout  exp la in ing  t h e  o t h e r .  They ' re  p r a c t i c a l l y  one 
and t h e  same, p a r t i c u l a r l y  a t  provincial l e v e l .  So I was -just 
wondering how y o u - d i d  develop themes, whether you p u l l e d  them 
o u t  of t h e  a i r  o r  whether you g o t  o u t  w i th  t h e  people  o r  
whether you--
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MEDINA t hen  s a i d  something l i k e ,  "You b e t t e r  s t o p  t h e  
sl looting! "o r  " s t o p  t h e  k i l l i n g "  (pgs . 36) . The wi tnes s  
f e l t  t h a t  t h i s  t r ansmis s ion  came a f t e r  MEDINA had 
r e c e i v e d  a  message from whoever was up i n  t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  
(pg.  36) . H e  knew noth ing  about  a t r ansmis s ion  from BARKER 
t o  MEDINA t o  s t o p  t h e  k i l l i n g  (pg. 3 6 ) .  MEDINA1s o r d e r  
uas  passed  t o  t h e  res -L  of t h e  @Latoon o r a l l y  by t h e  squad 
l e a d e r s  (pgs .  4 0 ,  4 1 ) .  

f .  Ac t ions  a f t e r  l e a v i n g  My Lai .  

STANLEY saw Nat iona l  P o l i c e  a t  t h e  l a a g e r  s i t e ,  
b u t  he  d i d  n o t  s e e  them i n t e r r o g a t e  any s u s p e c t s  (pg.  2 5 ) .  
H e  hea rd  something about t h e  Na t iona l  P o l i c e  shoo t ing  
someone's f i n g e r  o f f  (pg. 25) . 
4 .  INQUIRIES AFTER THE ASSAULT. 

a. Meeting wi th  a  c o l o n e l  a t  LZ D o t t i e .  

P r i o r  t o  1 e a v i n g . t h e  f i e l d  f o r  LZ ~ o t t i e  on t h e  
1 8 t h  MITCHELL t o l d  t h e  men t h a t  t h e r e  would b e  o f f i c e r s  a t  
LZ D o t t i e  a s k i n g  them i f  t hey  had seen  anyone k i l l e d  un lawful ly  
(pg. 27 )  . MITCHELL d i d  n o t  t e l l  them what t o  say  (pg. 27) . 
When asked i f  they  had seen  anyone murdered they  t o l d  a  
c o l o n e l ,  whom t h e  w i t n e s s  d i d  n o t  b e l i e v e  was HENDERSON o r  
BARKER, t h a t  they had n o t  (pgs . 2 7 ,  28) . 

b. MEDINA' s meeting.  

MEDINA a s s e m l e d  t h e  company a f t e r  t hey  r e t u r n e d  
and s a i d  t h a t  t h e r e  was going t o  b e  an  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  o f  
t h e  My Lai  o p e r a t i o n  (pgs. 29, 30) . He i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  
t h e  men should  n o t  t a l k  about  it (pg.  3 0 ) .  H e  s a i d  t h a t  
he  would t a k e  t h e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  what had t r a n s p i r e d  
(pg. 3 0 ) .  

c. Q u e s t i o n s  by i n v e s t i g a t i n g  o f f i c e r s .  

The w i t n e s s  never  spoke t o  an i n v e s t i g a t i n g  o f f i c e r ,  
and he knew of no one who d i d  (pg. 3 0 ) .  No one e l s e  t o l d  
him t o  b e  q u i e t  about  t h e  i n c i d e n t  (pg.  30) . However, 
a f t e r  every subsequent  b r i e f i n g  by CALLEY and MITCHELL 
t h e y  were t o l d  n o t  t o  t a l k  about  it (pg. 3 0 ) .  
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A. Yes. 

Q Did you s e e  any National Po l i ce  t h a t  evening? 

A .  Yes. 

Q What were they doing? 

A.  W e l l ,  a c t u a l l y  the  only time I seen them they was 
with the  company CP . 
Q. Did you s e e  them ques t ioning  any p r i s o n e r s ?  

A. No. . . 

Q Did you see  anybody c u t  a f i n g e r  o f f  one of the  \
pr i soners?  

A. No, but  I heard somebody say something l i k e  they 
s h o t  a f i n g e r  o f f ,  going t o  shoot  one o f f .  I heard about it. 
Tha t ' s  a l l .  I d i d n ' t  s e e  it. 

COL MILLER: A t  one p o i n t  you s t a t e d  t h a t  Lieutenant  CALLEY 
t o l d  MAPLES t o  shoot  a group of people. Where d i d  MAPLES do 
t h a t ?  

A. A l l  he said! i s ,  "You c a n ' t  o rder  me t o  do t h a t . "  
He s a i d  something, I f o r g o t  what he s a i d .  Anyway, he moved 
on wi th  the  r e s t  of t h e  platoon.  

Q. CALLEY d i d n ' t  say o r  do anything about i t ?  

A.  Not t h a t  I remember. I th ink  he s a i d ,  " I ' l l  have 
you court-mart ia led,  " o r  something, and he s a i d ,  "Well you 
c a n ' t  o rde r  me t o  do t h a t ,  l i e u t e n a n t .  " 

Q. And then CALLEY looked around and ordered somebody 
e l s e  t o  do it. 

A.  Yes, he looked around p icking  o u t  people,  I guess,  
t h a t  he could t r u s t  t o  do it. 

Q Where d i d  MAPLES go then? Do you know? 

A. No. 
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7 .  REPORTS O F  INVESTIGATIONS. 

The w i t n e s s  noted t h a t  he had seen  c e r t a i n  p a r t s  
of E x h i b i t  R - 2 ,  BARKER'S combat a c t i o n  r e p o r t ,  and 
ave r r ed  t h a t  he had helped t o  p repa re  t h e  accompanying 
ove r l ays  (pg.  37) . 13e b e l i e v e d  t h a t  t h a t  r e p o r t  must 
have a c t u a l l y  been produced and assembled a t  t h e  b r igade  
s i n c e  t h e  t a s k  f o r c e  had only one c i e r k .  H e  s t a t e d  t h a t  i f  
it had been prepared  a t  t h e  t a s k  f o r c e ,  he would have known 
o f  i t ,  and he d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  i t s  be ing  typed (pgs .  37, 4 0 ) .  
He t e s t i f i e d  t h a t  he had never  seen HENDERSON'S  r e p o r t  of 
i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  E x h i b i t  R - 1 ,  nor  any o t h e r  r e p o r t  (pg.  3 9 ) .  

8. OTHER INFORMATION. 

a. Treatment of ~ r i s o n e r s .  

The w i t n e s s  s t a t e d  t h a t  he  had hea rd  r e p o r t s  
of mal t rea tment  of p r i s o n e r s  5y Na t iona l  P o l i c e ,  b u t  had 
never  seen  Captain  XOTOUC engage i n  anyth ing  s i m i l a r  
(pg. 5 0 ) .  H e  never  hea rd  a r e p o r t  of  KOTOUC 
c u t t i n g  o f f  a p r i s o n e r ' s  f i n g e r  du r ing  an i n t e r r o g a t i o n  
(pgs .  50,  5 1 ) .  . 

b .  Co Lay. 

The w i t n e s s  s t a t e d  t h a t  h e  knew of B Company's 
o p e r a t i n g  i n  t h e  Co Lay a r e a ,  b u t  d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  hea r ing  
t h a t  t hey  encountered any c i v i l i a n s  t h e r e  (pg.  5 3 ) .  

c. Miscel laneous n o t a t i o n s  on BARKER'S and KOSTER's 
whereabouts.  

The w i t n e s s  s a i d  t h a t  he could n o t  remember whether 
o r  n o t  BARKER w a s  e v e r  on t h e  ground i n  t h e  a r e a  of  t h e  
o p e r a t i o n  o r  n o t ,  b u t  al lowed t h a t  he miqht have been 
(pg. 3 1 ) .  H e  d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  whether o r  n o t  BARKER came t o  
t h e  TOC between 0 8 4 0  and 0900 when he  r e t u r n e d  t o  LZ ~ o t t i e  
t o  r e f u e l  (pg.  38) . H e  s t a t e d  t h a t  he knew t h a t  General  
KOSTER was i n  t h e  My Lai  a r e a  e i t h e r  on t h e  a f t e rnoon  
o f  t h e  1 6 t h  o r  t h e  morning of t h e  17 th  b u t  was n o t  s u r e  
'which (pgs .  30, 3 1 ) .  
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h imse l f  o f t e n  a ided  i n  keeping t h i s  count  (pg. 93) . 
b . Conversation-s 'a'n-d transmissi 'o 'ns rega ' rding 


c i v i l i a n s .  


The w i t n e s s  r e l a t e d  t h a t  i n  t h e  morning a f t e r  , 

t h e  a c t i o n  had s lackened  compara t ive ly ,  a r a d i o  t r ansmis s ion  
came i n  concerning c i v i l i a n s .  CALHOUN then  c a l l e d  BARKER 
and t o l d  him t h a t  he  might want t o  check o u t  h i s  people ,  
a l though  t h e r e  w a s  no d i s c u s s i o n  on t h a t  t r ansmis s ion .  
L a t e r  t h a t  morning WATKE p e r s o n a l l y  came i n t o  t h e  TOC and 
spoke w i t h  CALHOUN about  c i v i l i a n s .  The wi tnes s  d i d  n o t  
overhear  t h e i r  conve r sa t ion  (pgs .  7 8 ,  7 9 ) .  The wi tnes s  
s t a t e d  he  r e c a l l e d  no r e p o r t  from t h e  123d viat ti on about  
Sharks  o r  o t h e r  gunships  k i l l i n g  c i v i l i a n s  (pgs .  79, 80). 
The w i t n e s s  was moni tor ing  BARKER'S t r ansmis s ions  du r ing  
t h e  o p e r a t i o n ,  b u t  1 2  d e c l a r e d  t h a t  he d i d  n o t  h e a r  any 
t r ansmis s ion  from BARXER concerning exces s ive  k i l l i n g  
(pg. 8 0 ) .  He added t h a t  he  remembered no d i s c u s s i o n  on 
t h e  r a d i o  o r  i n  the TOC about  s o  many people  be ing  k i l l e d  
(pg. 8 1 ) .  The w i t n e s s  s t a t e d  f u r t h e r  he could  n o t  recal l  
t a k i n g  a ca l l  from c a p t a i n  HENDERSON o r  Se rgean t  KIRKPATRICK 
on t h e  l a n d l i n e  from b r i g a d e  (pg. 92) . 

c .  Persons  v i s i t i n g  the Task Force Barker  TOC on 
1 6  March. 

The w i t n e s s  d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  Colonel  BARKER v i s i t i n g  
t h e  TOC dur ing  h i s  f i r s t  r e f u e l i n g  s t o p ,  b u t  BARKER 
came i n t o  t h e  TOC a f t e r  h i s  h e l i c o p t e r  performed a d u s t o f f  
miqsion.  The w i t n e s s  d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  any d i s c u s s i o n  t h a t  
BARKER might have had (pgs.  83, 8 4 ) .  The w i t n e s s  s a i d  t h a t  
HENDERSON v i s i t e d  t h e  TOC and l e f t  t h e  TOC w i t h  . 
BARKER, b u t  h e  could  n o t  r e c a l l  i f  anyone else w a s  p r e s e n t  
w i t h  them (pgs .  84, 85) . The w i t n e s s  t e s t i f i e d  t h a t  General  Koster 
v i s i t e d  LZ ~ o t t i et h a t  morning, b u t  d i d  n o t  come i n t o  t h e  
TOC (pg. 8 6 ) .  He s t a t e d  h e  had no knowledge of XOSTER and 
General  DOLEMAN v i s i t i n g  LZ D o t t i e  i n  t h e  a f t e rnoon  (pg. 87). 
H e  could n o t  r e c a l l  whether  o r  n o t  General  YOUNG v i s i t e d  
LZ D o t t i e  that day (pg-. 87) . 
4 .  INFORMATION -CONCERNING THE INCIDENT AT MY LAI. 

The w i t n e s s  a s s e r t e d  t h a t  he  spoke w i t h  Se rqean t  H I E N  
on t h e  evening o f  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  and d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  H I E N  
t e l l i n g  him anyth ing  about  Na t iona l  P o l i c e  having s h o t  
p r i s o n e r s  (pgs .  88,  89) . The w i t n e s s  s t a t e d  t h a t  Captain  
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MEDINA came i n t i  t h e  TOC on e i t h e r  t h e  16th  o r  1 7 t h  and 
someone asked him about a l l  t h e  k i l l i n g  going on. MEDINA 
r e p l i e d  t h a t  he could ?o t  understand such  a  r e p o r t .  He 
then  r e l a t e d  t h e  s t o r y  about having a c c i d e n t a l l y  s h o t  
a woman (pg. 95: . The wi tness  a l s o  recalled h e a r i n g  a 
s t o r y  of Nat ional  Po l i ce  rounding up and shoot ing p r i soners .  
However, he t e s t i f i e d  he could n o t  p o s i t i v e l y  connect 
t h a t  s t o r y  with t h e  1 6  March opera t ion  (pg. 89) . The 
wi tness  a s s e r t e d  t h a t  he d id  n o t  b e l i e v e  KOTOUC 
knew about t h i s  i n c i d e n t  and he d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  KOTOUC 
e v e r  mentioning t h e  i n c i d e n t  involv ing  l E D I N A  ipgs. 9 0 ,  
9 6 ) .  

5 .  OTHER INFORMATION. 

The wi tness  could n o t  exp la in  why t h e  Task Force 
Barker log  read  "0840, 6 9  k i l l e d "  and t h e  Brigade log 
read  "0930, 6 9  k i l l e d  by a r t i l l e r y "  (pgs.  91-83). 
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had been i n  t h e r e  f o r  q u i t e  a wh i l e .  And t h i s  a r e a  was more 
o r  l e s s  cons ide red  a--well it w a s  j u s t  t h e i r  a r e a .  The ARVN 
never  went t h e r e .  I n  f a c t  no one eve r  went t h e r e .  Major 
GAVIN t o l d  us t h a t  w e  were t h e  f i r s t  u n i t s  t h a t  had been i n .  
t h e r e .  They s a i d  no one e l s e  would go. 

Q What abou t  t h e  2d ARVN Div i s ion?  They wouldn ' t  
go i n t o  t h e  a r e a ?  

A. No, sir. The f i r s t  major c o n t a c t  t h a t  w e  had i n  
t h a t  area w a s  coo rd ina t ed  w i t h  t h e  ARVN f o r  them t o  suppor t .  
They w e r e  supposed t o  s t a r t  a t  t h e  Quang Ngai River  and come 
up from Highway 1 ove r  t o  t h e  s e a  and come n o r t h  up t o  this 
area ( i n d i c a t i n g  on E x h i b i t  MAP-1) , up t o  P i n k v i l l e .  T h a t ' s  
where t hey  were supposed t o  ~ 0 0 r d i n a t eo r  supposed t o  m e e t  
up w i t h  o u r  Bravo Company t h a t  came i n  from Highway 1 j u s t  
below t h i s  s t ream,  and go i n  toward t h e  s e a ,  and they  w e r e  
supposed t o  m e e t  i n  t h e  P i n k v i l l e  a r e a .  But it w a s  r a i n i n g  
t h i s  day and Bravo Company made c o n t a c t  i n  t h i s  g e n e r a l  a r e a .  
They had come o u t  of the h i l l s ,  moved o u t  of t h e  h i l l s  i n t o  
t h i s  f l a t  a r e a ,  D e l t a  area. When they  made c o n t a c t  t h e i r  
p l a toon  was s p l i t  o u t  on a l i n e ,  moving a c r o s s ,  and when 
they  made c o n t a c t ,  w e l l ,  they were a l r e a d y  p a s t  t h e  enemy. 
They w e r e  more o r  l e s s  e n c i r c l e d .  I n  f a c t  t hey  g o t  one p l a toon  
c u t  o f f .  The ARVN neve r  d i d  come through.  I t  w a s  lucky 
Colonel  BARKER had t r a c k s  t h a t  day. They had t r a c k s  down 
t h a t  day n e a r  Highway 1. H e  s e n t  them i n ,  and they l i n k e d  
up wi th  Bravo Company headqua r t e r s  and h i s  1st and 2d P la toon .  
He had one p l a t o o n  t h a t  w a s  c u t  o f f  o u t  i n  t h e  r i c e  padd ie s ,  and 
they  went through t o  it and g o t  them and came back o u t .  
Because t h e  c e i l i n g  w a s  s o  low they c o u l d n ' t  g e t  any th ing  
excep t  a r t i l l e r y  f i r e .  They c o u l d n ' t  g e t  any a i r  suppor t  o r  
gunships .  And when they  came back o u t  of t h e  a r e a ,  t he  ARVN 
were up on t h e  h i l l s .  They were s t i l l  s i t t i n g  up on t h e i r  
t r a c k s  and eve ry th ing .  The l i eu t enan t - - t h e r e  w a s  a Marine 
l i e u t e n a n t  t h a t  come up t o  o u r  TOC, I guess a week l a t e r ,  and 
he w a s  w i t h  them. When o u r  t r a c k s  went i n ,  t h e  f i r s t  t r a c k  
i n  s a w  a mor ta r  t h a t  w a s  set  up and they  k i l l e d  t h i s  mor ta r  
c r e w .  I t  w a s  60  m i l l i m e t e r  mor ta r  and they  g o t  o f f ,  some 
of t h e  men g o t  o f f  t o  g e t  t h i s  mor ta r ,  and when they d i d  t hey  
opened up w i t h  t hey  thought  w a s  57 r e c o i l l e s s  r i f l e ;  I 
know it was - 5 0  c a l i b e r .  They l a t e r  determined it could  be 
B-40 I s .  But they  had t o  withdraw, t hey  had t o  back up and 
g e t  behind,  p u l l  back i n  k ind  of v i l l a g e  area. T h a t ' s  when 
eve ry th ing  happened ove r  n o r t h  of them. T h a t ' s  where t h e  o t h e r  
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A. Y e s ,  Capta in  MICHLES. 

Q. How about  Cas t a in  MEDINA? 

A. Capta in  M E D I N A ' s  u n i t  had never  been i n  a b i g  
c o n t a c t  b e f o r e  t h i s  o p e r a t i o n .  No b i g  c o n t a c t .  They had 
had q u i t e  a b i t ,  b u t  t h e  concern about  t h e  t a s k  f o r c e  and 
t h e  c i v i l i a n s - - I  t h i n k  they  went i n  a l o t  of ways t o  h e l p  
them and p r o t e c t  them even though t h e y  knew o r  had a f e e l -
i n g  t h a t  t h e y  w e r e  n o t  h e l p i n g  them. The u n i t s  above t h e  
Song Diem--that r i v e r  there--every t i m e  w e  come i n t o  t h a t  
a r e a ,  i n  f a c t  w e  had a p l a toon  a lmos t  wiped o u t  up t h e r e ;  
mortared from t h i s  a r e a .  Every t i m e  t hey  would g e t  i n  n e a r  
t h i s  a r e a  t h e y  would r e c e i v e  mor ta r  f i r e  o r  s m a l l  arms f i r e  
and something from t h i s  a r ea .  But t h e  c i v i l i a n  popu la t ion  
was- -d idn ' t  s e e m  t h e i r  b i g  concern.  They knew t h a t  t h e  
enemy o p e r a t e d  i n  t h i s  a r e a ;  t hey  knew t h a t  t hey  had been 
t h e r e  and f e l t  t h a t  t hey  were t h e r e  t h i s  t ime ,  and t h a t  w a s  
what t hey  r e a l l y  t hough t ,  t h a t  t hey  could g e t  i n  t h e r e  and 
wipe t h i s  o u t f i t  o u t  a t  t h i s . t i m e .  

Q Did you e v e r  h e a r  Colonel  BARKER o r  Major 
CALHOUN o r  one t h e  company commanders o r  anybody t a l k  
about unnecessary h u r t i n g  of  c i v i l i a n s  o r  d e s t r o y i n g  t h e i r  
p rope r ty?  Did you e v e r  n e a r  t h a t  s u b j e c t  mentioned a t  any 
t i m e  by a f i e l d  grade  o f f i c e r - - e i t h e r  of t h e  two f i e l d  
g r a d e  i n  Task Force  Barker? 

A. I c a n ' t  r e c a l l  any s p e c i f i c  i n c i d e n t s ,  s i r .  A s  
t o  where t h e y  g e t  on t o  them about d e s t r o y i n g  something. I 
know a l o t  of t i m e s  t h e  u n i t s  would want t o  d e s t r o y  a v i l l a g e ,  
and h e  wou ldn ' t  l e t  them do t h a t .  I know on many of t h e  
s u s p e c t s  t h a t  t hey  would p i c k  up--I know t h e y ' d  b r i n g  them 
i n  and t h e y  would make s u r e  t h a t  t hey  w e r e  n o t  m i s t r e a t e d .  

Q. Was t h a t  Capta in  KOTOUC1s p o l i c y ?  

A. Not t o  h u r t  i n  them any way. 

Q. Did you e v e r  h e a r  about  any VC s u s p e c t s  be ing  
k i l l e d  by Na t iona l  P o l i c e  t h e  a f t e rnoon  of  16 March when B 
and C Company had bivouacked f o r  t h e  evening? D i d  Capta in  
KOTOUC o r  Se rgean t  PHU eve r  t a l k  t o  you about  t h a t ?  
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Sergeant  PHU was an i n t e r p r e t e r  f o r  Char l ie  Corn- 

Who was your i n t e r p r e t e r ,  MINH? 

A, M I N H  . 
Q. Who was Captain KOTOUC 's i n t e r p r e t e r ?  

A. Sergeant  H I E N ,  

Q - Did you ever  t a l k  about suspec t s  being s h o t  by 

the  pol ice?  


A. Yes, sir. I heard about t h e  Nat ional  Po l i ce  kill-
i n g  some, bu t  I d i d n ' t  t h ink  t h a t  it was i n  t h i s  opera t ion .  I 
thought t h i s  w a s  on another  opera t ion  t h a t  they had went i n  
and rounded up some innocent ,  no t  innocent c i v i l i a n s ,  but sus-
p e c t s  i n  the  v i l l a g e .  They had rounded people up i n  the v i l -
l age  and t h e  Nat ional  Po l i ce  had pu l l ed  these  o u t .  I d o n ' t  
remember--I remember hear ing  about i t , ' b u t  I d i d n ' t  t h ink  it 
w a s  on t h i s  opera t ion .  I thought it was on another  opera t ion .  

Q. Do you know i f  Captain KOTOUC ever  used force?  

Did you ever  hear  o r  see  Captain KOTOUC phys ica l ly  harm any 

p r i soners  o r  VC suspec t s?  


A. No, sir.  

' Q - Never? 

A. No, sir.  

Q Did you ever  hear  him t a l k  about having knowledge 

of people being t o r t u r e d  o r  k i l l e d  by the  Nat ional  Pol ice?  


A. S i r ,  nothing t h a t  I can s t a t e  t h a t  he has s a i d .  

Nothing t h a t  I could say t h a t  I heard him say. Nothing more 

than i n  t h e  terms of a w a r  s t o r y .  Some people say they do 

t h i s  o r  they do t h a t  but nothing specif ic  as t o  harming or  

doing something t o  a suspect  t o  g e t  information from him. 


Q. Did you ever  hear  about Captain KOTOUC c u t t i n g  

o f f  t h e  f i n g e r  of a VC suspect?  
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the  Son My .opera t ion ,  which included an a s s a u l t  on My Lai  ( 4 )  
on 16 March 1 9 6  8; and subsequent opera t ions  through the  a rea .  
You i n d i c a t e d  a t  t h a t  time t h a t  t h i s  opera t ion  had been plan-
ned t o  t a k e  p lace  e a r l i e r .  

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q And it had been postponed. I wish you'd go back 
i n t o  t h i s  perhaps a l i t t l e  more f u l l y  and descr ibe  t o  t h e  
b e s t  of your knowledge t h e  planning of the  opera t ion ,  when 
it w a s  f i r s t  i n i t i a t e d ,  who i n i t i a t e d  it, who p a r t i c i p a t e d  
i n  t h e  planning,  and s o  f o r t h .  You mentioned, I b e l i e v e ,  
t h a t  Colonel GAVIN apparent ly  had something t o  do with it. 

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q - Colonel GAVIN, i f  you remember, was t h e  advisor  
t o  t h e  d i s t r i c t  ch ief  of Son Tinh. 

A. I b e l i e v e  t h i s  i s  where the  information per-
t a i n i n g  t o  t h e  enemy a c t i v i t y  i n  t h i s  a r e a ,  a t  t h a t  t ime, 
w a s  coming from. A s  exac t ly  t o  how it went, I d o n ' t  know, 
sir. There were a l o t  of v i s i t s  between Colonel BARKER and 
t h e  commander of t h e  Vietnamese fo rces  t h e r e  i n  Quang Ngai. 
Colonel BARKER went down s e v e r a l  t imes.  I d o n ' t  remember 
him ever  v i s i t i n g  Colonel BARKER a t  our f i r e  base,  but I 
b e l i e v e  he d i d  come up a time o r  two. They never came down 
t o  t h e  TOC. I be l i eve  he s tayed up a t  t h e  chopper pad. 

Q You're t a l k i n g  about the  commander of the  2d 
ARVN Division? 

A, Yes, sir. And Colonel BARKER v i s i t e d  him s e v e r a l  
t i m e s ,  I d o n ' t  remember i f  t h e  2d ARVN were t o  p a r t i c i p a t e  
i n  t h i s  opera t ion  when it was i n i t i a l l y  planned o r  not .  I 
know t h a t  once be fo re ,  the  f i r s t  ope ra t ion  t h a t  they had i n  
t h i s  a r e a  they ,  t h e  2d ARVN, d i d  p a r t i c i p a t e ;  and we l l ,  they 
didn't go through with t h e i r  p a r t  of the  opera t ion .  A t  t h a t  
time they j u s t  came up s o  f a r  and d i d n ' t  never go up t o  what 
was r e f e r r e d  t o  as P i n k v i l l e .  T h a t ' s  where they were sup-
posed t o  j o i n  up with our  fo rces  and they  never d id  come t h i s  
f a r .  They came up a l i t t l e  ways and then they .pul led o f f ;  
t h a t  was t h e  f i r s t  time we were i n  t h a t  a r e a .  A major opera-
t i o n  under Captain MICHLES of Bravo Company was i n  t h a t  opera-
t i o n  and he and h i s  company go t  i n  a l o t  of t roub le .  But then 
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A. And he worked r e a l  good. The colonel  l i k e d  f o r  him 
t o  work with the  t a sk  force .  O f  course,  they wanted him back 
a t  br igade too;  they were s h o r t  of personnel ,  But a s  o f t e n  a s  
they could they would l e t  him come up and work with the  t a sk  
force .  But a t  t h e  same time they were planning t h i s - - I  d o n ' t  
t h ink  a l l  of these  meetings went d i r e c t l y  t o  an opera t ion ,  sir, 
being pu l l ed  i n  t h e r e .  I never d id  know t h e  d e t a i l s  of how 
it w a s  going t o  be done o r  what they were going t o  do, but  
t h e r e  w a s  t a l k  t h a t  what they were t r y i n g  t o  do was t o  p u l l  
these  c i v i l i a n s  o u t  of t h i s  a rea .  I know t h i s  was planned a t  
one time and t h i s  may have been some of the  meetings t h a t  took 
p lace  wi th  Colonel BARKER and t h i s  commander i n  Quang Ngai. The 
plans were t o  move the  c i v i l i a n s  ou t  of t h e  a rea .  I d o n ' t  know 
j u s t  whether it was t h a t  the  people j u s t  wouldn't  leave ,  o r  t he  
people d i d n ' t  want t o  l eave ,  o r  they c o u l d n ' t  do t h i s  o r  some-
th ing .  I d o n ' t  know j u s t  how it went. Then I know it was plan-
ned t h a t  they wanted t o  pu t  a t r a d e  market i n  t h e r e ,  whatever 
they c a l l e d  them, t h a t  they have. I guess i t ' s  a t r a d e  market 
t h a t  the  Vietnamese people have. They wanted t o  pu t  one i n  t h i s  
a rea ,  and t h a t  w a s  t h e  purpose of the  j o i n t  ope ra t ion :  t o  more 
o r  l e s s  c l ean  t h i s - - t h i s  a rea  was known t o  be VC, VC t e r r i t o r y .  
I t  had been and t h i s  was the  word t h a t  we had received:  it was 
a f r e e - f i r e  zone; it w a s  enemy t e r r i t o r y ;  t h a t  t h e  ARVN d i d n ' t  
go t h e r e  any more. They j u s t  d i d n ' t  have any opera t ions  i n  the re  
because every time they went i n  they got  clobbered. So they 
j u s t  more o r  l e s s ,  "I leave  you alone,  you leave  me a lone , "  O n  
t h a t  b a s i s .  

Q What you ' re  saying about a t r a d e  market, I d o n ' t  
understand. W i l l  you e l a b o r a t e  on t h a t  j u s t  a l i t t l e  b i t ?  

10: May I suggest  another  word. Do you mean a market 
place? 

A, A t r a d e  market o r  market p lace ,  yes ,  s i r .  I d o n ' t  
know what they a r e .  I bel ieve--I  d o n ' t  know i f  they c a l l  them 
a market p lace  o r , . . .  

MR WEST: What w a s  t h e  purpose of t h i s  planning? 

A. W e l l ,  t h i s  a r e a  d i d  a l o t  of f i s h  product ion,  I 
guess it was. What they made was a l a r g e  source of t h i s  sauce,  
whatever kind of sauce it is  they made with t h i s  f i s h .  They 
put  i n  on their--"Nuoc Mam" o r  something, some type of sauce 
t h a t  they make r i g h t  ou t  above P i n k v i l l e .  Right out  
on t h a t  peninsula  i n  t h a t  o t h e r  small  pink a r e a  ( i n d i c a t i n g  
a rea  on MAP-5) , t h a t  v i l l a g e ,  t h e r e  was about 500. people i n  
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A. Yes, s ir .  But I d o n ' t  remember i f  it was him t h a t  
t o l d  m e .  

Q. Did Captain XOTOUC mention it t o  you? 

A.  I c a n ' t  say. No, s i r ,  I d o n ' t  remember f o r  s u r e ,  
I n  f a c t , .  it w a s  n o t  i n  a r epor ted  kind of way. The b e s t  I 
remember t h a t  when I heard of it was over  i n  the b i l l e t s  
r i g h t  beside t h e  TOC. There was a long bu i ld ing  t h a t  we were 
b i l l e t e d  i n  and the  b e s t  I remember when I heard of it was 
i n  t h i s  bu i ld ing .  

Q What d i d  you hear? 

A. That t h e  Nat ional  Po l i ce  had .rounded up some c i v i -
l i a n s  and tha t - -wel l ,  they had rounded up a group of c i v i l i a n s  
and they would ques t ion  one, and then ques t ion  another ,  and 
they were k i l l i n g  them. 

Q. How many d i d  they k i l l ?  

A. I d o n ' t  know t h a t .  I don I t t h ink  they k i l l e d  them 
a l l .  I d o n ' t  even remember how many they had, s i r .  I th ink  
t h e r e  was f i v e  or  s i x .  Maybe it was s i x ,  but  the  b e s t  I 
remember they had-- I  d o n ' t  know j u s t  how many it was they had. 

Q . Who e l s e  knew about t h i s  a s i d e  from yourse l f?  

A. Well, I suppose Sergeant  JOHNSON, I suppose he would, 
sir. I d o n ' t  remember who was p resen t  when t h i s  was being d i s -
cussed. I suppose Sergeant JOHNSON would know. 

.Q. When you got  back t o  the  TOC, d id  you r a i s e  any 
ques t ions  concerning t h i s ?  

A. N o ,  s i r .  

Q These National Po l i ce  were opera t ing  as  a  p a r t  of 
Task Force Barker. Was t h i s  repor ted?  

A .  I n  a r e p o r t  s e n t  back t o  the  br igade ,  s i r ?  

Q. Y e s .  

A. N o ,  sir. There was no r e p o r t  s e n t  i n  from t h e  f i e l d .  
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Q. Well, does one have t o  have a r e p o r t  from t h e  f i e l d  
t o  submit a r e p o r t  t o  b r igade?  

A .  No, sir .  W e l l ,  a s p o t  r e p o r t  be ing  s e n t  t o  t h e  
b r i g a d e  would come from a s p o t  r e p o r t  from t h e  f i e l d ,  sir .  

Q Well,  t h a t  i s  p o s s i b l e ,  b u t  I t h i n k  w e  a r e  d e a l i n g  
w i t h  a t e c h n i c a l i t y  now and t h i s  is no t  a t e c h n i c a l i t y .  Th i s  
i s  a r e p o r t  of  an a t r o c i t y  and t h i s  ma t t e r  should  have been 
r e p o r t e d .  This  i s  a d i r e c t  v i o l a t i o n  of t h e  Geneva Convention 
and t h e  r u l e s  o f  l a n d  w a r f a r e .  

Q. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Did Captain  KOTOUC know about  t h i s ?  

A. S i r ,  I c a n ' t  say t h a t  he d i d  o r  h e  d i d n ' t .  I d o n r t  
know. I d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  t h a t  Captain  KOTOUC was working. I 
d o n ' t  know who t h e  Na t iona l  P o l i c e  were working wi th .  

Q. We know Captain  KOTOUC was o u t  t h e r e .  I ' m  n o t  
p l a y i n g  fancy games. I know Captain  KOTOUC was o u t  t h e r e  and 
I know Captain  KOTOUC came back i n  w i th  Sergeant  H I E N  t h a t  
n i g h t  . 
A .  But I d o n ' t  t h i n k  Sergeant  H I E N  was t h e  o n e - t h a t - -
I d o n ' t  remember Se rgean t  H I E N  s ay ing  anyth ing .  

Q Do you remember an M I  l i e u t e n a n t  by t h e  name of . . 

JOHNSON? 

A .  Yes, s i r .  

Q. Now h e  came o u t  of t h e  f i e l d  t h a t  a f t e rnoon  t o o ,  
w i t h  h i s  ARVN i n t e r p r e t e r ,  Sergeant  M I N H .  Do you remember them? 

A. Y e s ,  s i r ,  b u t  I was under t h e  impress ion t h a t  t hey  
s t a y e d  o u t  t h e r e  a couple  o f  days.  

Q. .No, t h a t ' s  wrong. They came back i n  t h a t  evening o r  
t h a t  a f t e rnoon .  A s  a matter of  f a c t ,  t h e  nex t  day you had t o  
send Sergeant  H I E N  o u t  t o  t a k e  , t h e i r  place t o  conduct  t h e  
i n t e r r o g a t i o n s .  

A.  No, sir. I d o n ' t  remember j u s t  how it w a s  don'e or  
what w a s  done. No, s i r ,  I d o n ' t  remember. 
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Q a You do recal l  though t h a t  you heard  something t o  t h e  
e f f e c t  t h a t  Nat iona l  Pol ice--  

A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  I do r e c a l l  h e a r i n g  about  Nat iona l  
P o l i c e .  I c a n ' t  even say it w a s  t h a t  day. I a a n ' t  say it w a s  
t h e  nex t  day o r  the nex t  two days.  I do r e c a l l  h e a r i n g  of  
Na t iona l  P o l i c e  k i l l i n g  some people ,  y e s ,  sir.  

Q.  Now L ieu tenan t  JOHNSON and Sergeant  M I N H  came back 
t h a t  a f t e rnoon  about  3:30 o r  4:OO. Do you remember t a l k i n g  t o  
them? Did they pass  on -any  in fo rma t ion  t o  you concerning what 
happened a t  My L a i  ( 4 ) ,  what t hey  observ,ed o r  any th ing  t o  do 
w i t h  t h e  p r i s o n e r s ?  

A.  No, sir. Out of a l l  of t h i s  o p e r a t i o n ,  t h e r e  w a s  
never  anyth ing  r epo r t ed .  No one e v e r  t a l k e d  t o  me about  what 
happened o u t  t h e r e ,  about t h e  enemy, o r  any th ing  e l s e .  No 
r e p o r t  w a s  e v e r  given t o  me .  Now i f  t h e r e  was some d i s c u s s i o n  
t h a t  went on about  it, it w a s  w i t h  someone e l s e .  I t  w a s  n o t  
w i th  me. 

Q - L e t  me  ask  you j u s t  one more q u e s t i o n  be fo re  w e  -
. 	 pass  on. How d i d  Captain  KOTOUC normally d r e s s ?  Did he 

normally w e a r  a s t a r c h e d  uniform? - I ' m  s u r e  he had a p i s t o l  
b e l t  on. Did he c a r r y  a  Bowie k n i f e  o r  any th ing  of t h a t  
n a t u r e ?  

A .  No. s i r .  He d i d n ' t  even have a .45. An M-16 
was t h e  weapon he c a r r i e d .  No, s i r ,  I d o n ' t  remember him having 
a k n i f e  unless--he could have had one .of t h e  s u r v i v a l  k n i f e s  
b u t  I d o n ' t  remember s e e i n g  anyone wi th  one excep t  t h e  b r i g a d e  
S 2 .  The c o l o n e l ,  he had a b i g .  h a t c h e t  type  k n i f e ,  b u t  I d o n ' t  
remember. Captain  KOTOUC having one. 

Q. D o  you remember h i s  having a  k n i f e  w i th  a handle  
abou t  t h a t  long ,  w i th  a handle  s t i c k i n g  up about  t h a t  long  
above i t ;which he c a r r i e d  on t h e  r i g h t  side of h i s  p i s t o l  
- b e l t ?  

A. No, sir, I d o n ' t  remember. I n  f a c t ,  I d o n ' t  . r e m e m -
ber s e e i n g  him wi th  a s u r v i v a l  k n i f e .  The only k n i f e  I remember 
anyone hav ing  w a s  the s u r v i v a l  k n i f e .  

MR MACCRATE: I b e l i e v e  you have t e s t i f i e d ,  Sergeant  STEPHENS, 
t h a t  you w e r e  on t h e  "push" a t  t imes  w i t h  t h e  b r i g a d e  s o  t h a t  
you would take messages back and f o r t h  t h a t  were be ing  passed  
from e i t h e r  b r i g a d e  t o  t h e  TOC a t  LZ D o t t i e  o r  your sending 
messages t o  them. 
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They r e c e i v e d  no f i r e  e i t h e r  b e f o r e  o r  a f t e r  t hey  landed 
(pg.  6 ) .  H e  s t a y e d  w i t h  t h e  command group du r ing  t h e  
o p e r a t i o n  (pg. 9 ) .  The second p l a toon  was moving n o r t h  
when L ieu tenan t  COCHRAN was k i l l e d  (pg. 1 0 ) .  The second 
p l a t o o n  w a s  p u l l e d  back towards t h e  graveyard ,  which w a s  
used a s  t h e  n i g h t  l a a g e r  s i t e ,  a f t e r  o t h e r  s o l d i e r s  f r o m  
t h e  second p l a t o o n  were i n j u r e d  by mines (pg. 1 0 ) .  his 
second group o f  c a s u a l t i e s  was evacuated by ~ i e u t e n a n t  
Colonel  BARKER'S C&C h e l i c o p t e r  (pg. 1 0 )  . Although BARKER 
w a s  aboard ,  SWEENEY d i d  n o t  remember him g i v i n g  any 
i n s t r u c t i o n s  t o  Capta in  MICHLES (pg. 1 0 ) .  The h e l i c o p t e r  
merely touched down and took o f f  a g a i n  (pg.  11). H e  hea rd  
that t h e  f i r s t  p l a t o o n  had r e p o r t e d  some VC KIA, and t h e  
nex t  day h e  s a w  some NVA uniforms t h a t  t h e  f i r s t  p l a t o o n  
had g o t t e n  on t h e  16 th  (pgs .  13,  1 4 ) .  He knew noth ing  else 
about  the  f i r s t  p l a t o o n ' s  o p e r a t i o n s  t h a t  day (pg.  15) . 
H e  d i d  n o t  know t h a t  Navy S w i f t  Boats had brought  i n  s i x  
o r  seven sampans t h a t  a f t e r n o o n  (pg. 23) . When h e  saw 
SILVA on t h e  1 7 t h  S I L V A  s a i d  t h a t  t h e  f i r s t  p l a t o o n  had some 
VC KIA,  b u t  SWEENEY never  saw any of them (pg. 28)  . 

( 2 )  A t  t h e  l a a g e r  s i t e .  

The w i t n e s s  saw some p r i s o n e r s  s h o t  by t h e  
Nat iona l  P o l i c e  a f t e r  B Company l i n k &  up wi th  C Company 
a t  t h e  graveyard  (pgs .  15-17) . The p r i s o n e r s  and Na t iona l  
P o l i c e  nad come w i t h  C Compqny (pg. 1 5 ) .  Although he  
b e l i e v e d  he s a w  f o u r  s u s p e c t s  k i l l e d ,  he never  s a w  t h e i r  
bod ie s  (pg.  2 0 ) .  H e  w i tnes sed  t h e i r  execu t ion  from 150- 
200 ya rds  (pg. 2 0 ) .  One s u s p e c t  w a s  s h o t  approximately  
every  15 minutes  (pg. 21) . The w i t n e s s  thought  t h a t  
L ieu t enan t  BOATMAN was t h e r e  a t  t h i s  t i m e  (pg. 2 2 ) .  

Ac t ions  on t h e  17 th .  

SWEENEY d i d  n o t  h e a r  any sma l l  arms f i r e  o r  see 
any gunsh ips  a f t e r  TAYLOR was wounded (pg.  2 6 ) .  TAYLOR 
w a s  a ided  by S I L V A  and was gone by t h e  t i m e  t h e  w i t n e s s  
reached t h e  b r i d g e  (pg. 26) . A f t e r  they  c ros sed  t h e  b r i d g e  
~ i e u t e n a n tLEWIS landed and spoke t o  Capta in  MICHLES (pg.26) .  
There was a bunker complex of e i g h t  t o  t e n  bunkers  on t h e  
o t h e r  s ide  of t h e  b r i d g e  fietween t h e  b r i d g e  and a r idge ,  
(pgs .  3 0 ,  3 2 ,  33 ,  35) . The bunkers  were n o t  c o l l a p s e d  when 
he  saw them (pg. 3 5 ) .  They had lunch i n  a group of  hootches  
some of which w e r e  made of r e d  c i n d e r  b locks  (pg.  2 8 ) .  While 
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A. N o ,  s i r ,  I d i d n ' t .  

Q. You d o n ' t  r e c a l l  g e t t i n g  any in format ion  on t h e  
1st P l a t o o n ' s  o p e r a t i o n s  t h a t  day? 

A. No, sir.  I knew where they were a t ,  I d i d n ' t  know 
e x a c t l y  where t hey  w e r e  a t ,  b u t  w e  knew they  w e r e  down t h i s  
way. 

Q A l l  r i g h t .  When C Company came i n  and l i n k e d  up 
w i t h  you, d i d  you s e e  any ARVN wi th  them? 

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  

A. 
s h o t .  

How many? 

Maybe f o u r ,  t hey  had some Nat iona l  P o l i c e ,  too .  

How many Na t iona l  P o l i c e ?  

Two o r  t h r e e  of  t h o s e .  

Did they  have any p r i s o n e r s  w i t h  them? 

Y e s ,  s i r ,  f o u r ,  I t h i n k  it w a s  and t h e y  w e r e  a l l  

Did you s e e  them s h o t ?  

A. ye s ,  sir.  

Q. Is t h i s  i n  t h e  a f te rnoon  o r  a t  n i g h t ?  

A.  I t  w a s  l a t e r  i n  t h e  evening.  I t  w a s n ' t  dark  b u t  
it w a s  much l a t e r ,  I wouldn ' t  c l a s s i f y  it a s  a f t e rnoon .  

Q Give m e  what you saw? 

A. W e l l ,  t h e  Na t iona l  P o l i c e  would t a k e  them up,  one 
a t  a t i n e ,  and a sk  them a few q u e s t i o n s .  Presumably, they  
d i d n ' t  h e a r  what t hey  wanted t o  h e a r  s o  they  s h o t  them. 

Q You saw them s h o o t  them? 
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A. I wasn ' t  r i g h t  on t h e  scene,  I was--headquarters 
company, it was probably about 200 yards from Char l i e  Com-
pany and t h a t  is  where "he shoot ing  took p lace .  

Q It was i n  t h e  Char l i e  Company area?  

A. 'Yes, sir. 

Q - It wasn ' t  i n  t h e  B Company a rea?  

A. No, sir .  

(2 What d i d  they do with t h e  bodies? 

A. I have no idea .  

Q I show you Exhibi t  P-18. Have you e v e r  seen t h a t  
group of  Vietnamese? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q Is t h a t  t h e  group t h a t  came i n  with C Company? 

A. N o ,  I d o n ' t  be l i eve .  

Q- See HUFFMAN i s  guarding those  people.  

A. Cec i l  D? 

8. Ceci l  HUFFMAN, and I would l i k e  t o  know i f  t h i s  
group was rounded up be fo re  C Company came i n ?  

A. I b e l i e v e  we got  t h i s  group. I c a n ' t  swear t o  
t h i s .  Again, I b e l i e v e  we got t h i s  group of people o u t  of 
a l i t t l e  c l u s t e r  of hootches when we p u l l e d  t h e  2d Platoon 
and everybody o u t  of  t h e  P i n k v i l l e ,  I ' m  n o t  s u r e ,  b u t  r i g h t  
h e r e  is where we laagered.  

Q- In  t h i s  a rea?  
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A. Y e s .  

Q. Is t h i s  a graveyard? 

A. Y e s ,  sir. You would never  g e t  h i t  t h e r e .  

Q By mines? 

A. By anything.  

Q. Is t h a t  r i g h t ?  

A.  Any t i m e  you were i n  a graveyard,  you were s i t t i n g  
on  t o p  o f  t h e  world. 

Q But do you know what happened t o  t h e s e  people?  

A.  No, s i r ,  I c a n ' t  remember a t  a l l .  W e l l ,  I 'm rea-
sonably  s u r e  t hey  w e r e n ' t  t h e  ones t h a t  t h e  Na t iona l  P o l i c e  
g o t  a ho ld  o f .  

Q- I wonder why they  w e r e  be ing  d e t a i n e d ?  

A. I c o u l d n ' t  s a y  t h a t  e i t h e r ,  sir.  I remember a group 
o f  people  t h e r e .  W e  h e l d  them over  n i g h t ,  I ' m  s u r e  w e  d i d .  

Q. T h i s  group? 

A. I ' m  s u r e  w e  d i d ,  because w e  had guards  up a l l  
n i g h t .  

Q Do you r ecogn ize  a n y . o f  t h o s e  Vietnamese i n  Ex-
h i b i t  P-19? 

f 

(The w i t n e s s  reviewed E x h i b i t  P-19. ),. 
A. No, I d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  s o ,  s i r ,  I c a n ' t  p i c t u r e  t h a t  
a t  a l l .  

Q. T h i s  is  E x h i b i t  P-20. Do you r ecogn ize  t h a t  a r e a ?  

(The w i t n e s s  reviewed E x h i b i t  P-20.) 

A.  I ' m  n o t  s u r e  aga in ,  b u t  I t h i n k  i t  was i n  t h a t  
group o f  hootches  I w a s  speak ing  about  e a r l i e r .  

. Q 
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A .  I ' d  say we were 150 o r  200 yards t h i s  way away 
from t h e  v i l l a g e .  

Q Would 'you remember t h e  Nat ional  P o l i c e  t h a t  exe-
puted t h e s e  people? 

A. No, s i r .  I d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  so.  We worked wi th  them 
on t h r e e  o r  four  d i f f e r e n t  occasions,  b u t  I c a n ' t  remember 
them. 

Q. What type  of c l o t h i n g  were they wearing? 

A. Who, t h e  po l i ce?  It was more o r  less American 
s t y l e  s h i r t s  and pan t s .  T h a t ' s  t h e  only t h i n g  I e v e r  saw 
them wear. I never saw them i n  uniform except  i n  a b i g  
town. 

Q. Do you know what c i t y  t h e s e  p o l i c e  were from? 

A. N O ,  s ir .  

Q. D i d  they  have on helmets? 

A. They wore j u s t  maybe s t r aw h a t s ,  l i k e  w e l l ,  every-
t h i n g  they had on, s h i r t s ,  pan t s ,  h a t s ,  were more along t h e  
American s t y l e ,  b u t  not  G I  c l o t h i n g  b u t ,  you know, c i v i l i a n  
s t y l e .  A s  far as  I can remember, t h e  only kind of  h a t s  I 
e v e r  seen them wear a r e  s o r t  of l i k e  a t e n  ga l lon  s t y l e  straw 
h a t s  o r  f e l t  h a t s .  We never worked with any t h a t  was i n  any 
k ind  o f  m i l i t a r y  p o l i c e  c l o t h i n g  as  f a r  a s  Nat ional  Po l i ce  go. 

Q- We've had a l o t  of people--and I ' m  going t o  f i x  t h i s  
number four you a r e  t a l k i n g  about. You a r e  s u r e  it was four? 

A. No, I ' m  not  s u r e  t h e r e  again e i t h e r ,  i t  seems t o  
me it was four  people.  

Q - You never saw t h e  bodies? 

A .  No, sir. I never saw t h e  bodies .  

Q And you saw them being executed from a d i s t a n c e  
of  200 yards? 

A. Right ,  . s i r .  - Presumably 150 yards ,  200 yards .  
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Q P r e t t y  good d i s t a n c e .  

A. W e l l ,  yes .  

Q- What d i d  t hey  do? Were they  knee l ing  o v e r ,  s h o t  
i n  t h e  back o f  t h e  head,  o r  s h o t  wh i l e  s t a n d i n g ,  o r  what? . 

A. From what I could  see, they  were s t i l l  s tanding--
from t h e  way it looked from where I was, t hey  s h o t  them w h i l e  
t hey  w e r e  s t a n d i n g  up. From t h e  way it appeared from where 
I was s t a n d i n g ,  i n  t h e  head,  i n  t h e  f r o n t .  

Q. W e  have had a number of  people  b r i n g  t h i s  up, b u t  
as numbers vary ,  it could  have been two d i f f e r e n t  p l a c e s  o r  
two d i f f e r e n t  l o c a t i o n s .  Did t h e s e  f o u r  t h a t  w e r e  k i l l e d - -
w e r e  t hey  k i l l e d  i n  sequence,  f a i r l y  c l o s e  t o g e t h e r  on a t i m e  
b a s i s ?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r ,  it must have been a l l  w i t h i n  an hour  a t  
t h e  most. 

Q. About one, eve ry  1 5  minutes? 

A. I t  would b e  about  1 5  minutes ,  because it  w a s n ' t  
very  long  a t  a l l .  

Q W e  had one w i t n e s s  s ay  i t  w a s  a s  h igh  as e i g h t .  

A. It  may have been,  b u t  f o u r  j u s t  s t i c k s  i n  my mind 
f o r  some reason .  Maybe, it i s  t h e  wrong number. 

Q A number o f  them have s a i d  two. Did you s e e  Cap-
t a i n  BOATMAN? 

A. Lieu tenan t  BOATMAN--

Q . ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Yes, t h a t ' s  r i g h t  h e  was a l i e u t e n a n t .  

A. T h a t ' s  who I w a s  t r y i n g  t o  t h i n k  o f .  I c o u l d n ' t  
p u t  down an a r t i l l e r y  l i a i s o n  o f f i c e r  on t h a t  s h e e t  a w h i l e  
ago, because I c o u l d n ' t  t h i n k  o f  h i s  l a s t  name. 

Q. W e l l ,  you can p u t  him down now. 

A. Lieu tenan t  "Slack,  " t h a t  I s  h i s  name. 

Q. Why do you ca l l  him t h a t ?  
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A. As soqn as you l a a g e r e d  i n ,  he  t a k e s  o f f  every-
t h i n g  e x c e p t  h i s  underwear and h i s  s t e e l  p o t  and p u t s  h i s  
thongs on and s t a r t s  c a l l i n g  i n  h i s  marking rounds,  and a l l  
h e ' s  got- - is  h i s  r a d i o  3nd h i s  shower shoes .  

Q - W e l l ,  h e  saw t h i s  t o o  and I d i d n ' t  know whether 
you happened t o  be  w i t h  him a t  t h e  t i m e .  

A. Y e s ,  sir.  H e  w a s  a t  t h e  CP a l s o .  

Q D o  you remember s e e i n g  him a t  t h e  t ime t h i s  took 
p l a c e ?  

A. I c a n ' t  p i n p o i n t  t h e  l o c a t i o n ,  b u t  I know h e  was 
t h e r e ,  because h e  f e l l  o f f  t h e  chopper d u r i n g  t h e  CA t h a t  
morning. H e  never  came o f f  f e e t  f i r s t .  

Q • W e l l ,  do you r e c a l l  any th ing  a s i d e  from t h e  m i s -
t r e a t m e n t  o f  t h e s e  p r i s o n e r s  by t h e  ARVN? Do you r e c a l l  
any mis t r ea tmen t  o f  t h e  d e t a i n e e s  o r  p r i s o n e r s  by U . S .  per-
sonne l  o r  t h e i r  i n t e r p r e t e r s  d u r i n g  t h i s  t ime? 

A. W e l l ,  now t h e  i n t e r p r e t e r s  were always ARVN w i t h  
o u r  o u t f i t .  Unless it w a s  one o f  t h e  i n t e l l i g e n c e  men and 
I ' m  s u r e  h e  w a s n ' t  w i t h  us t h i s  day.  

Q I was p r i m a r i l y  t a l k i n g  about t h e  i n t e l l i g e n c e  
people .  For  a w h i l e  t h a t  day you d i d  have had them. 

A. W e  d i d ?  

Q. Y e s .  I t  couJd have been d u r i n g  t h e  p e r i o d  you 
w e r e  working w i t h  t h e s e  c a s u a l t i e s .  

A. W e  worked wi th  them i n  s e v e r a l  o t h e r  p l a c e s ,  b u t  
I c a n ' t  remember. 

Q And a l s o  B company had an i n t e r p r e t e r  t h a t  s t a y e d  
w i t h  t h a t  company a l o t .  I mean f o r  a l o n g  t ime and h e  would 
b e  i n  t h e  a r e a  t h a t  n i g h t .  H e  came i n  w i t h  t h e  u n i t .  But I 
j u s t  wonder i f  you had seen  any mis t rea tment  o f  p r i s o n e r s  o t h e r  
t han  t h e  e x e c u t i o n s ?  

(SWEENEY) 2 2  

CONFIDENTIAL 

. -

5 8 7  

ARP T-378 



CONFIDENTIAL 


A. I n  my opinion t h e  ARVN's  were always rough. I 
have never seen a G I  y e t  t h a t  would t r e a t  t h e  p r i s o n e r s  l i k e  
an ARVN would. 

Q .  Well, w e  want t o  s e p a r a t e  t h e  Nat ional  P o l i c e  from 
t h e  ARVN a l s o ,  and you d i d  say you saw some ARVN come i n  t h e r e ?  

A.  Yes, I c a n ' t  remember where we picked them up. 
When we crossed t h a t  br idge .  

Q. I ' m  s t i l l  on t h e  f i r s t  day, l e t  me g e t  t o  t h a t  
nex t  day. 

A .  I d o n ' t  remember any ARVNS with us t h a t  f i r s t  day 
a t  a l l .  I j u s t  c a n ' t  p i c t u r e  them. 

Q. I f  they came i n ,  they  probably would come home when 
C Company l inked  up. Do you r e c a l l  anything unusual t h a t  day 
o t h e r  than t h a t  we've discussed? 

A. No, no t  t h a t  I can remember, no, sir. 

Q - Do you know anything about some s w i f t  b o a t s  t u r n i n g  
some s i x  o r  seven sampans over  t o  t h e  1st Platoon t h a t  day? 
I t  would have been l a t e  t h a t  a f te rnoon,  1600 o r  1700. 

A. No, sir. 

Q .  I understand one of t h e  two i n t e r p r e t e r s  was s e n t  
ou t  t o  B Company? 

A. I d o n ' t  remember any i n t e r p r e t e r s  t h a t  day. 

Q. That evening about 2030, between 2000 and 2130, 
t h e  s w i f t  boa t  f i r e d  some H & I missions down on t h e  c o a s t .  
Did you know anything about t h a t ?  

A. I be l i eve  I remember t h e  sound, b u t  I d i d n ' t  know 
they were coming from t h e  s w i f t  boats .  I d i d n ' t  know what it 
was. I was away from t h e  CO. 

Q .  Now on t h e  17 th ,  you saddled up and went down t o  
the--and I th ink  from t h e  way we can desc r ibe  it, you came 
down, you went back from t h e  l a a g e r  a r e a  back t o  521 and then  
went over  t h e  br idge.  
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A. H e  an4 t h e  ARVN t r o o p s .  

0 .  D i d . h e  have an i n t e r p r e t e r ?  I t  could have been one 
t h a t  looked l i k e  one of t h e  ARVN t r o o p s ,  was he u s ing  any d i f f -
e r e n t  t echniques  on t h e  i n t e r r o g a t i o n  t h a t  day? 

A. . No; s i r ,  n o t  t h a t  I remember. 

O f  course  now, l i k e  a g a i n ,  I w a s n ' t  t h e r e  a l l  t h e  
t ime.  I b e l i e v e  it was two o r  t h r e e  of t h e  p r i s o n e r  we took 
o u t  p a s t  t h e  v i l l a g e  and we went b'ack towards t h e  r i v e r  and they 
were supposed t o  be l e t t i ng - -head ing  us t o  something. Anyway, 
i n  t h e  course  of t h i s ,  one of t h e  men escaped and we spen t  maybe 
a n  hour  o r  an hour and a h a l f  looking  f o r  him. W e  f i n a l l y  de-
c ided  t o  move back t o  where w e  laagered-- j u s t  one p l a t o o n ,  C P ,  
t h a t ' s  a l l  t h a t  went o u t  t h e r e .  W e  moved back t o  t h e  l a a g e r  
p o s i t i o n  and were o u t  t h e r e .  I d o n ' t  know how long  it w a s  and 
we g o t  l i f t e d  o f f  . 
Q . But you d i d n ' t  s e e  any abnormal t echn iques  be ing
used f o r  i n t e r r o g a t i o n ?  

A. Not t h a t  I can remember. 

Q - Did you s e e  any p r i s o n e r s  g e t  b e a t  up? 

A. Y e s .  You see  t h a t  a l l  t h e  t i m e .  T h a t ' s  n o t  abnormal. 

Q - Who beat them up? 

A. Again,  i t s  u s u a l l y  t h e  ARVN t roop .  

Q You d i d n ' t  s e e  anybody s p e c i f i c a l l y  t h a t  you remember, 
g e t t i n g  b e a t  up? 

A. You see I was r i g h t  i n  t h e  a r e a  where most of t h e  
p r i s o n e r s  w e r e  h e l d .  They always took t h e  one they  w e r e  going 
t o  i n t e r r o g a t e  some d i s t a n c e  away and p a r t  of t h e  t ime you 
c o u l d n ' t  s e e  them. 

Q: Did you eve r  s e e  t h i s  f e l l o w  r i g h t  h e r e  i n  E x h i b i t  
P-215? 

(The wi tnes s  w a s  shown E x h i b i t  P-215.) 
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A. Y e s ,  s i r ,  I remember t h e  f a t  l i p .  

Q - What do you remember about the  f a t  l i p ?  

A .  He got  it sometime t h a t  day. I d o n ' t  know when o r  
where. I ' m  s u r e  t h a t  is where we were laagered up t h e r e  nex t  
t o  t h a t  o ld  French f o r t .  

Q. What happened t o  t h i s  boy? 

A. H e  w a s  i n t e r r o g a t e d ,  t h a t ' s  a l l  I know. 

Q He g o t  b e a t  up? 

A. Presumably. 

Q Did he need any medical t rea tment  o r  anything? 

A.  No, sir. A s  we l l  a s  I can remember t h e r e  was no 
c u t s  o r  anything showing? 

Q- How about t h e  o t h e r  p r i s o n e r s ,  d i d  they  need any
medical t rea tment?  

A. No, sir ,  I d o n ' t  remember t r e a t i n g  any of them. 
That ' s  before we l e f t ,  go t  l i f t e d  out .  The o t h e r  v i l l a g e r s ,  
n o t  t h e  o t h e r  v i l l a g e s ,  but  some of t h e  o t h e r  p r i s o n e r s  we had 
t h e r e  were going up coconut t r e e s  and throwing coconuts down 
t o  us. 

Q - There were a l o t  of people mad t h a t  morning a f t e r  
t h a t  mortar a t t a c k ?  

A. Y e s .  I w a s  one of them. 

Q This Vietnamese you say was b e a t  up by ARVN? 

A. I presumed it was by ARVlQ, because l i k e  I say ,  ARVN 
a r e  t h e  only ones I have ever  seen i n t e r r o g a t i n g .  The ARVN 
t roops  a r e  t h e  ones t h a t  do t h e  man handling. 

Q. Did you see  an American o u t  t h e r e  us ing  a f i e l d  t e l e -
phone? 

A. NO, sir. 
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Q .Did you hear of anybody c u t t i n g  o f f  t h e i r  f inge r s?  

A. No, sir. I d i d n ' t  s ee  any f i n g e r s  c u t  o f f .  

Q How about i n  t h a t  bivouac a r e a  t h a t  n i g h t  where they 
got  shot, d i d  you hear about c u t t i n g  f i n g e r s  o f f  t h e r e ?  

A.  , No, sir. 

Q Did you hear  about any r a i d s  up t h e r e  i n  t h i s  p lace  
by ARVN? 

A.  I n  the l a s t  v i l l a g e  we were i n ,  no, s i r ,  no t  t h a t  
I r e c a l l .  

Q 1  Do you have any knowledge of an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  o r  
inqu i ry  being made a f t e r  t h i s  opera t ion ,  a s i d e  from t h i s  one? 

A; N o ,  sir. 

Q . Did you hear  about any rapes  up t h e r e  i n  t h i s  p lace
by ARVN? 

A. I n  t h e  l a s t  v i l l a g e  we were i n ,  no, s ir ,  n o t  t h a t  
I r e c a l l .  

Q. Do you have any knowledge of an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  o r  
inqu i ry  being made a f t e r  t h i s  opera t ion ,  a s i d e  from t h i s  one? 

A. N o ,  sir. 

Q.. Did you ever  hear  an o r d e r  dur ing  t h i s  opera t ion  t o  
stop burning? 

A. No, sir. 

Q D i d  you have a camera? 

A. No, sir. A t  t h a t  time I d i d n ' t .  

Q Do you remember anybody s p e c i f i c a l l y  on t h i s  oper-
a t ion  t h a t  had a camera? 

A. No, sir. T h a t ' s  why I c a n ' t  remember the  photo-
grapher. I c a n ' t  r e c o l l e c t  anybody t ak ing  any p i c t u r e s .  
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Q. Did you' ever  hear  any rumors t h a t  c i v i l i a n s  had been 
k i l l e d  unnecessar i ly  by e i t h e r  B/4 /3  o r  C/1/20 on 1 6  t o  19 March? 

A. La ter .  Not dur ing  t h i s  time. 

Q What d i d  you hear? 

A * % .  I j u s t  heard t h a t  Char l ie  Company k i l l e d  some c i v i l -
i ans .  

Q. When d i d  you hear  t h a t ?  

A. That may have been 2 weeks l a t e r .  

Q This would have been about the l a s t  of March? 

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q - What d i d  you hea r ,  j u s t  t h a t  they had ' k i l l e d ?  

A. That t h e r e  had been some c i v i l i a n s  k i l l e d .  There 
w a s  no d e f i n i t i o n  of what was--or how many had been k i l l e d  o r  
wounded o r  anything of t h i s  order .  

Q Were you ever  t o l d  n o t  t o  d i scuss  t h i s  k i l l i n g  by 
C Company? 

A. No, sir .  

Q Was t h e r e  any problems with marijuana i n  E Company? 

A. No, problems, bu t  i f  was t h e r e .  I f  you cons ider  
t h e r e  being problems, yes ,  s i r ,  it was t h e r e .  

9 I t h i n k  excess ive  use would be a problem. 

A. No, I d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  we had any t r o u b l e  wi th  it on 
opera t ions .  Anytime it was brought t o  t h e  f o r e f r o n t  we would 
be on a f i r e  base. 

Q Other than  t h a t ,  you have descr ibed  t o  me, do you 
know of any U . S .  o r  ARVN t o r t u r i n g  of VC suspects  o r  p r i soners?  

A. No, s i r .  
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Q A t  t h e  time you w e r e  t h e r e ,  I would imagine your  
c l o s e s t  a s s o c i a t i o n  wi th  Colonel  K H I E N  and General  TOAN took 
p l a c e  a f t e r  you became t h e  b r i g a d e  commander of  t h e  11 th  b r i -  
gade? 

A. That  i s  cor i -ect ,  sir.  

Q- You may have met a t  t h e  headqua r t e r s  s o r t  of i n  
p a s s i n g ,  t h a t ' s  what I would v i s u a l i z e .  

A.  During t h e  t i m e  I was c h i e f  of s t a f f ,  I d i d n ' t  
see Colonel  K H I E N  more t h a n  about  t w i c e  du r ing  t h e  months. 
I saw General  TOAN more o f t e n .  He was t h e r e  a t  d i v i s i o n  
h e a d q u a r t e r s .  General  GETTYS v i s i t e d  back and f o r t h  on an 
almost  d a i l y  . b a s i s ,  b u t  I saw Colonel  KHIEN prcbably  tw ice ,  
t h a t  was when I was c h i e f  of s t a f f .  But he had,  f o r  i n s t a n c e ,  
a r e a s  t h a t  were f r e e - f i r e  a r e a s  t h a t  w e  d i d n ' t  use  as a f r e e -
f i r e  a r e a  j u s t  f o r  t h i s  r ea son ,  t h e r e  were c i v i l i a n s  i n  t h e r e  
p l a n t i n g  r i c e  and what n o t .  

Q- W e l l ,  I ' m  s o r r y  t o  have t o  s m i l e  a t  t h i s  because 
I t h i n k  t h i s  w a s  unders tood b e f o r e  too .  I n  f a c t ,  l e t ' s  say  
the e a r l y  p a r t  of  ' 6 8 .  But t h i s  a r e a  t h a t  we s e e  o u t  h e r e  
f o r  example, g e n e r a l l y  t h e  o p e r a t i o n s  a r e a ,  is a l i t t l e  
d i f f e r e n t  from t h a t .  Tha t  a r e a  was g e n e r a l l y  cons idered  
VC t e r r i t o r y  and t h e n  t h e  o t h e r  a r e a  t o  t h e  wes t  was under 
GVN c o n t r o l  and Highway 1was a  n o - f i r e  zone. But t h e  plat-
i n g  of a r t i l l e r y  on any p l a c e  i n  what %as c a l l e d  VC ter-
r i t o r y  was a proforma system I would say .  They had t o  go 
through a r o u t i n e ,  where t h e  u n i t  would have t o  c o n t a c t  
d i s t r i c t .  These u n i t s  knew t h a t  d i s t r i c t  and a l l  t hey  were 
doing was j u s t  c l e a r i n g  t o  make s u r e  t h e r e  w a s n ' t  any ARVN 
or RE' and PF t h e r e .  Once t h a t  was determined,  it was a go. 
They could h i t  any t a r g e t  w i th  any k ind  of ordnance they 
wanted, and they  could  c a r e  less. This  was w e l l  unders tood 
by the Americans. But t he  f a c t  i s ,  t hey  w e r e n ' t  q u i t e  s o  
easy  on t h e  f i r epower ,  i n  some i n s t a n c e s .  I d o n ' t  make 
t h a t  broad a c c u s a t i o n ,  b u t  i n  some of  t h e  i n s t a n c e s  we found, 
it was p r e t t y  f l a g r a n t .  I must s a y  t h a t  and I ' m  r e a l  happy 
t o  h e a r  t h a t  people  came t o  t h e i r  s enses  and recognized  you 
d o n ' t  win f r i e n d s  and i n f l u e n c e  people  by throwing 8-inch 
a r t i l l e r y  on t o p  of  t h e i r  v i l l a g e .  

A. W e  w e r e  s t a r t i n g  p r e t t y  e x t e n s i v e  p a c i f i c a t i o n  
i n  t h a t  a r e a  which was s t r o n g l y  h e l d  VC a r e a .  I d o n ' t  know 
how it was when you were over  t h e r e  r e c e n t l y .  But b e f o r e  I 
l e f t ,  if you were flying 6 0 0  o r  800 f e e t  over  this a r e a  you 
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d. TREVINO's observat ions  on moving through t h e  
v i l l a u e  . 

When h i s  squad re turned  t o  t h e  v i l l a g e  TREVINO 
saw burning hootches and dead animals (pgs.  10 ,  35) . There 
were a number of bodies  and members of t h e  f i r s t  and t h i r d  
platoons were f i r i n g  machineguns a t  people a t tempt ing  t o  
run o u t  of  t h e  v i l l a g e  (pg. 1 4 ) .  H i s  squad continued 
searching t h e  hootches f o r  weapons and arms caches (pgs. 8 ,  
1 0  1 .  The shoot ing had stopped a t  t h i s  t i m e  (pg. 35) .  
P r i soners  were taken t o  BROOKS who had t h e  t h i r d  squad 
e s c o r t  them t o  t h e  CP which was i n  t h e  f i r s t  p la toon a r e a  
(pg. 1 2 ) .  He heard t h a t  t h e s e  people were s h o t ,  b u t  he 
d id  no t  know by whom (pg. 13)  . A s  they  came along a b i g  
t r a i l  near  t h e  c e n t e r  of t h e  v i l l a g e  he saw most of t h e  
1 0  t o  15 dead men and women he saw t h a t  day i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  

15 ,  18 ,  23) . One of t h e  dead w a s  a t e n  yea r  o l d  boy 
("'*( ~ 4 s  15,  2 3 ) .  He d i d  no t  know i f  they  were s h o t  while  
s tanding  o r  running o r  i f  they were k i l l e d  by a r t i l l e r y  
f i r e  (pg. 1 8 ) .  TREVINO had never seen anything l i k e  t h i s  
before  (pg. 23) . He had no idea  why t h e  men of t h e  company 
k i l l e d  t h e s e  people (pgs.  23, 2 4 ) .  He d i d  n o t  hear  any 
o r d e r  t o  s t o p  t h e  k i l l i n g s  o r  burnings and d i d  n o t  see  a 
d i t c h  wi th  bodies  i n  it (pgs.14, 1 5 ) .  

e .  Rumors heard by TREVINO. 

About 1200 hours t h e  mmpany formed a per imeter  out-
s i d e  t h e  v i l l a g e  (pg. 1 2 ) .  Here TREVINO lea rned  what t h e  
o t h e r  p la toons  had done (pg. 1 2 ) .  He heard t h a t  a h e l i c o p t e r  
had e x t r a c t e d  some c i v i l i a n s  before  they could be s h o t  by 
Lieutenant  CALLEY o r  CALLEY's  p la toon (pg. 1 2 ) .  TREVINO d i d  
n o t  s e e  t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  land.  Someone s a i d  100 people had 
been k i l l e d  (pg . 1 7 )  . 

f . MEDINA p r o t e c t s  some c i v i l i a n s .  

A s  they were e a t i n g  lunch an o l d  man and two 
ch i ld ren  walked toward MEDINA who was i n  t h e  middle of t h e  
per imeter  (pgs.  12,  4 0 )  . Someone from another  platoon was 
going t o  shoot  them (pgs.  1 2 ,  4 0 ) .  MEDINA t o l d  t h e  man t o  
allow t h e s e  people t o  pass  (pgs.  12,  40) . 

g .  Actions a f t e r  leaving  My Lai.  

On leaving  My Lai C Company searched another  
v i l l a g e  and then s e t  up a per imeter  f o r  t h e  n i g h t  around a 
cemetery (pg . 17) . He saw National  P o l i c e  b e a t  up t h e  

. de ta inees  whom they were i n t e r r o g a t i n g  q u i t e  seve re ly  (pg.17).  
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A .  We were o u t  e a t i n g  lunch, and l a t e r  t h a t  
a f te rnoon,  I b e l i e v e ,  somebody s a i d  t h e r e  were about 
100 of them k i l l e d .  But I ' m  n o t  s u r e  who was t h e  
one who s a i d  t h a t .  

Q* Do you remember what Char l ie  Company d i d  
t h e  r e s t  of t h a t  day, t h e  16th, a f t e r  they  l e f t  My 
Lai ( 4 ) ?  

A.  We continued searching  some o t h e r  v i l l a g e .  
I be l i eve  we t r i e d  t o  get somebody who had run from 
us and g o t  i n t o  one of t h e  tunne l s  i n  t h i s  v i l l a g e ,  
s o  we spen t  most of t h e  af te rnoon t h e r e .  Then, a t  
n i g h t ,  we camped around.some cemetery. 

Q= Did you s e e  any National  Po l i ce  dur ing  
t h e  af te rnoon,  l a t e  a f te rnoon,  perhaps? 

A .  Yes, t h e r e  were some Vietnamese po l i ce -  
men t h e r e .  

Q* We have evidence t h a t  they  were i n t e r r o g a t -
i n g  some VC suspects .  Did you observe t h i s ?  

A. I saw them t a l k i n g  t o  some Vietnamese. 

I d o n ' t  know whether they were i n t e r r o g a t i n g  them or-- 


Q =  ( In te rpos ing)  Did you s e e  any o f f i c e r s  
down t h e r e  a t  t h a t  t ime, American o f f i c e r s ? .  

A. No, s ir .  

&. Did you s e e  t h e  Vietnamese p o l i c e  shoot  
any of t h e  suspects?  

A. I d i d n ' t  s ee  them shoot  anybody, but I saw 
them b e a t  them up p r e t t y  bad t o  g e t  information from 
them. They were p r e t t y  rough. 

Q. Did you hear  anything ,about one of t h e  
suspec t s  having h i s  f i n g e r s  c u t  o f f ,  o r  a f i n g e r  c u t  
o f f ?  

A. No. 
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b .  H i s  d i s c u s s i o n  wi th  General  YOUNG. 

A day o r  s o  a f t e r  t h e  o p e r a t i o n ,  h e  accompanied 
General  YOUNG on a v i s i t  t o  va r ious  f i r e  bases  (pg.  8 ) .  
S h o r t l y  a f t e r  t a k e  o f f  i n  t h e  h e l i c o p t e r ,  YOUNG s t a t e d  
he w i s h e d  t o  d i s c u s s  the ope ra t ion  (pg .  9 ) .  TREXLER g o t  
t h e  impress ion t h a t  t h e  u n i t s  had burned houses .  He d i d  
n o t ' g e t  any i n d i c a t i o n  t h a t  t h e r e  was e x t e n s i v e  k i l l i n g  
o f  c i v i l i a n s  (pgs. 8 ,  9 ,  16) . He f e l t  t h a t  YOUNG was 
d i s t u r b e d  about t h e  i n c i d e n t  and was fo l lowing  i t  q u i t e  
a g g r e s s i v e l y  (pg.  9 ) .  Y O U N G ' S  concern was t h a t  t h e  u n i t s  
exceeded what t hey  were authorized t o  do by burning 
hootches  (pg.  1 6 ) .  YOUNG d i d  n o t  t e l l  him where he had 
g o t t e n  t h e  in format ion  (pg.  2 3 ) ,  b u t  d i d  i n d i c a t e  h i s  
concern and gave t h e  impress ion t h a t  he was fo l lowing  up 
on .it (pg.  1 0 )  . The wi tnes s  d i d  n o t  remember i f  YOUNG 
s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e  i n c i d e n t  had been r e p o r t e d  t o  KOSTER (pg .10) .  

In format ion  ob ta ined  by M I  i n t e r r o g a t o r .  

(1) The wi tnes s  f e l t  t h a t  any in format ion  ob ta ined  
from t h e  i n t e r r o g a t i o n  of  an o l d  man i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  by an 
o f f i c e r  from t h e  52d M I  Detachment should have been passed 
on t o  t h e  G2 (pg. 8 ) .  I f  t h e  i n fo rma t ion  had been r e p o r t e d ,  
i t  would have aroused h i s  c u r i o s i t y ,  because of t h e  
s t a t i s t i c s  from t h e  o p e r a t i o n  (pg.  8 ) . 

( 2 )  H e  f e l t  t h a t  any in format ion  r ega rd ing  
execu t ion  o f  p r i s o n e r s  by t h e  Na t iona l  P o l i c e  should have 
been r e p o r t e d  by a M i l i t a r y  I n t e l l i g e n c e  o f f i c e r  who was 
aware of it (pg,  1 4 ) .  He s t a t e  t h a t  mis t rea tment  of 
p r i s o n e r s  would be a  p a r t i c u l a r l y  s e r i o u s  i n c i d e n t  and t h a t  . 
he h imse l f  would u s u a l l y  fo l low through on any r e p o r t s  of  
mis t rea tment  of p r i s o n e r s  (pg.  1 4 ) .  H e  f e l t  t h e  scope of  
the I n t e l l i g e n c e  O f f i c e r ' s  job i s  beyond mere i n t e r r o g a t i o n  
{pg. 1 4 ) ,  and t h a t  t h e  i n fo rma t ion  should have g o t t e n  back 
t o  t h e  d i v i s i o n  immediately (pg.  1 4 ) .  He s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e r e  
i s  no d i f f e r e n c e  between t h e  Americans observ ing  t h e  
Nat iona l  P o l i c e  doing it whi le  o p e r a t i n g  s e p a r a t e l y  o r  t h e  
Nat iona l  P o l i c e  doing it whi le  o p e r a t i n g  wi th  t h e  u n i t  (pg.  
15) . The w i t n e s s  was handed E x h i b i t  D - 1 ,  !IACV D i r e c t i v e  
20-4 .  H e  a p p l i e d  paragraph 2 t o  t h e  a c t i o n s  of t h e  Na t iona l  
P o l i c e  i n  execu t ing  t h e  p r i s o n e r s  (pg.  2 0 ) .  He gave an 
example of  a  h igh  ranking VC,  who was bea t en  on t h e  head 
w h i l e  i n  p r i s o n e r  of  war s t a t u s  (pg.  2 1 ) .  He b e l i e v e d  t h a t  
t h i s  happened i n  A p r i l  and t h a t  t h e  man was cap tu red  west  
of Duc Pho b u t  s t a t e d  t h a t  it might be t h e  same i n d i v i d u a l  
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cap tu red  i n  t h e  Son My a r e a  dur ing  t h i s  o p e r a t i o n  (pg.22).  
He s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e  mis t rea tment  of a  p r i s o n e r  t o  t h i s  
degree  would have t r i g g e r e d  an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  (pgs.  2 2 ,  23)) .  

d.  Duty o f  t h e  PI0  t o  r e p o r t  mis t rea tment  of  

c i v i l i a n s .  


TREXLER s t a t e d  t h a t  i f  t h e  PI0 s e c t i o n  had 
ev idence  of v i o l a t i o n s  of d i v i s i o n  p o l i c y ,  t hey  should 
have made it known (pg.  17) . He examined \ a x h i b i t s  P-14 
through P-17 and s t a t e d  t h a t  some of  t hose  photos  should  
have been immediately brought  t o  t h e  a t t e n t i o n  o f  h i s  
s t a f f  (pg.  18)  . 

e. I n v e s t i g a t i o n  o f  t h e  i n c i d g n t .  

TREXLER s t a t e d  t h a t  h e  had t h e  impress ion  that 
YOUNG was looking  i n t o  it. He d i d  n o t  have any p e r s o n a l  
knowledge o f  an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  by t h e  Americans o r  by t h e  
GVN (pgs .  11, 2 9 ) .  

3 .  -PORTS OF INVESTIGATIONS. 

a .  The u n i t ' s  SOP on r e p o r t i n g  c i v i l i a n  c a s u a l t i e s .  

(1) He s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e  d i v i s i o n ' s  i n t e l l i g e n c e  
r e p o r t i n g  SOP was s t r i c t  and r e q u i r e d  any i n d i s c r i m i n a t e  
shoo t ing  of c i v i l i a n s  o r  animals t o  be r e p o r t e d  (pg .  6 )  . 
He b e l i e v e d  t h e  SOP was a w r i t t e n  d i r e c t i v e  b u t  admi t ted  
t h a t  t hey  were r e v i s i n g  d i v i s i o n  d i r e c t i v e s .  H e  s t a t e d  
t h a t  it may have been covered a t  b r igade  l e v e l  and thouaht  
t h a t  he remember&.SITREPS where c i v i l i a n  c a s u a l t i e s  w e r e  
r e p o r t e d  (pg. 15) . H e  s t a t e d  t h a t  it would make no . .. 
d i f f e r e n c e  i f  it was a VC c o n t r o l l e d  a r e a  o r  n o t  (pg. 1 5 ) .  
He d i d  n o t  know s p e c i f i c a l l y  where t h e  d i r e c t i v e  was b u t  
b e l i e v e d  it should  have been i n  t h e  SOP which g i v e s  t h e  
r e p o r t i n g  requi rements  @g. 1 6 ) .  H e  f e l t  t h a t  t h e  
k i l l i n g  o f  c i v i l i a n s '  animals  w a s  a c l e a r  v i o l a t i o n  of  
d i v i s h s n  p o l i c y  (pg.  17)  , and t h e  d e s t r u c t i o n  of  hootches  
was n o t  a u t h o r i z e d  wi thou t  c l ea rance  (pg.  1 7 ) .  Usua l ly ,  
c l e a r a n c e  was g r a n t e d  on ly  when f i r e  was coming from t h e  
hootches  (pg.  1 7 ) .  This  p o l i c y  was e s t a b l i s h e d  by General  
KOSTER, who w a s  f i r m  on it (pg.  17) . He c i t e d  a p r i o r  
i n c i d e n t  where such d e s t r u c t i o n  of  hootches  and an imals  
caused c o n s i d e r a b l e  t r o u b l e  i n  t h e  198th (pg.  1 7 ) .  H e  
s t a t e d  t h a t  a t  F o r t  Hood p r i o r  t o  d e p a r t u r e  f o r  Vietnam, 
t h e r e  washa program t o  develop an SOP p e r t i n e n t  t o  
opera t ionq  i n  Vietnam (pg.  2 5 )  . For t h i s  t hey  used SOP'S 
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from other u n i t s  t h a t  were i n  Vietnam a t  t h e  t ime (pg.25) .  
K c  d i d  no t  remerrber i f  Task Force Oregon had an SOP a s  
s u c h ,  b u t  i t s  d i r e c t i v e s  were a p p l i c a b l e  u n t i l  t h e  
Arnerj-cal publ i shed  i t s  own (pg.  2 5 )  . He s t a t t s  t h a t  
d i v i s i o n  p o l i c i e s  were c l e a r  concerning conduct  on t h e  
b a t t l e f i e l d  and involvement w i th  c i v i l i a n s  (pg. 3 0 )  . 

b. Scope of t h e  combat a c t i o n  r e p o r t .  

He s t a t e d  t h a t  normally an o p e r a t i o n a l  r e p o r t  
~ o - t , ~ r e d  (pg .  1 0 )  , or a t  l e a s t  t h e  a t h r e e  month pe r iod  
number of days f o r  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  Cpg. 11). He s t a t e d  
t h a t  t h e  11 th  ~ r i g a d e  may have had i t s  own p o l i c y  on such 
r e p o r t s  b u t  d o u k e d t h a t  i t  would apply  t o  t h a t  s h o r t  a  p e r i o d  
of t i m e  (pg. 11). 

c.  The HENDERSON r epo r t . .  

The w i t n e s s  s t a t e d  t h a t  he had n o t  seen  E x h i b i t  
R - 1 ,  no r  i t s  i n c l o s u r e s  (pg. 1 2 ) .  H e  d i d  n o t  h e a r  of any 
r e p o r t  coming from a  hamlet  c h i e f ,  o r  a census g r i evance  -
team, o r  from any source  i n d i c a t i n g  unusual  e v e n t s  i n  My 
Lai  ( 4 )  on 1 6  March, b u t  s t a t e d  t h a t  an agent  r e p o r t  could 
have come i n  t o  which he may n o t  have g iven  much thought .  
K e  d i d ;  no t  remember t h i s  happening (pg.  1 2 ) .  He was n o t  
aware of a t t empt s  by t h e  VC t o  propagandize t h i s  i n c i d e n t  
(pgs .  12 ,  1 3 )  . *le s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e  i n fo rma t ion  i n  
I n c l o l u r e  1 would probably have come through t h e  G 2  s e c t i o n  
b u t  he d i d  n o t  remember it and f e l t  t h a t  he  would have 
because o f  h i s  d i s c u s s i o n  wi th  YOUNG (pg. 1 3 ) .  

4. OTHER INFORMATION. 

a. Colonel  TREXLER was t h e  G2 of t h e  America1 
Div i s ion  from mid-January u n t i l  5 May 1968 when he  was 
a s s igned  t o  G 2  USARV (pg.  3 )  . 

- . . .  . . 

b. P r i o r  t o  h i s  appearance b e f o r e  t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i n g  
committee h e  had t a l k e d  wi th  Major WATXE and L ieu tenan t  
Colonel  BEERS. I n  General  STILLWELL'S o f f i c e ,  he had spoken 
w i t h  L ieu tenan t  Colonel  F R A N K L I N ,  Colonel  BALMER, and 
L ieu tenan t  Colonel  G U I N N  (pg. 3 ) .  H e  does n o t  f e e l  t h a t  t h e  
d i s c u s s i o n  had any impact i n  r e f r e s h i n g  h i s  memory o r  on 
i n £  luenc ing  h i m  (pgs. 3 ,  4)  . 

c. I n  , d e s c r i b i n g  t h e  f u n c t i o n s  o f  t h e  G 2  o f f i c e ,  h e  
l i s t e d  t h e  o f f i c e r  s l o t s  under him and d e s c r i b e d  t h e  
f u n c t i o n s  of t h e  M I  o f f i c e r s  (pgs .  13 ,  1 4 )  . H e  a l s o .  
e x p l a i n e d  t h e  d i f f i c u l t i e s  t h a t  they had a t  d i v i s i o n  level 
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Q Colonel TREXLER, I have here  another  e x h i b i t ,  
which i s  Exh ib i t  R-1,  dated 24 Apr i l  1968, from t h e  com-
manding o f f i c e r  of t h e  1 1 t h  B r i g a d e . t o  t h e  commanding 
genera l  of t h e  Americal Divis ion.  I would ask i f  you 
had ever  seen t h i s  r e p o r t ?  

(Hands Exh ib i t  R - 1  t o  t h e  wi tness . )  

.A. NO,  six. ' .  

Q Now, then ,  Colonel TREXLER, you a r e  now a t  t h e  
f i r s t  i n c l o s u r e  of one page. I would ask i f  you have ever  
seen t h a t  page? 

A. . Not while  I was i n  t h e  Arnerical. ' No, s ir .  

Q. Did you ever  hear  of any r e p o r t  coming from a 
hamlet chief  o r  a v i l l a g e  c h i e f  o r  from a d i s t r i c t  ch ie f  
o r  from a census gr ievance team o r  from any source t h a t  
would i n d i c a t e  t h a t  something unusual had taken p lace  a t  
My La i  ( 4 )  on t h e  1 6 t h  of March? 

A. To t h e  b e s t  of my memory, no, sir.  I would 
say  t h a t  it could be conceivable  t h a t  an agent  r e p o r t  o r  
something could have come i n  where t h e  VC were saying  
t h a t  w e  d i d  t h i s  o r  d id  t h a t  and I would no t  have given 
it a g r e a t  d e a l  of thought ,  b u t  t o  t h e  b e s t  of my memory 
I have never heard of it. 

Q. I now r e f e r  you t o  t h e  second i n c l o s u r e  which 
i s  two pages. T h i s ,  Colonel TREXLER, i s  supposed t o  be 
an English t r a n s l a t i o n  of a b i t  of VC propaganda. The 
f i r s t  page is q u i t e  t h e  normal VC propaganda, b u t  you w i l l  
n o t i c e  a t  t h e  top  of t h e  second page, I b e l i e v e  it i s  t h e  
second paragraph,  t h e  tone of this  changes. Were you e v e r  
made aware of t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  VC propaganda? 

A. No, sir.  

Q. Were you ever  made aware of any a t tempts  by
t h e  VC t o  propagandize t h i s  through o t h e r  means, such as 

. armbands, s logans , .  s i g n s ,  p o s t e r s ,  and t h e  l i k e ?  

A. You mean propagandize t h i s  s p e c i f i c  i n c i d e n t ?  

Q. Yes? 
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f e l t  was i n s i g n i f i c a n t .  

0 s You undoubtedly had a b r i e f i n g  o f f i c e r  o r  two? 

A.  Yes, s ir .  I had an o f f i c e r  t h a t  presented  h a l f  
of t h e  b r i e f i n g .  O f  course,  I b r i e f e d  myself. 

Q I ' m  i n t e r e s t e d ,  Colonel TREXLER, i n  what you
would have.expected of one of t h e  M I  o f f i c e r s .  For 
example, I asked you previous ly  about him, through t h e  
course  of an i n t e r r o g a t i o n ,  p ick ing  up information of 
t a c t i c a l  va lue ,  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e  enemy had departed p r i o r  
t o  t h e  CA. Should t h i s  have been turned  i n t o  
t h e  detachment headquarters  a t  Duc Pho i n  e i t h e r  some kind 
of a v e r b a l  o r  w r i t t e n  r e p o r t .  Also,  we had a s i t u a t i o n  
here  where t h i s  o f f i c e r  d id  no t  n e c e s s a r i l y  watch, b u t  was 
w e l l  aware of t h e  f a c t  t h a t  a t  l e a s t  two and maybe more 
p r i s o n e r s  had been executed by t h e  Nat ional  P o l i c e .  I 
wonder whether you would expect  t h a t  kind of information 
t o  have been repor ted?  

A.  That would have been very s e r i o u s .  Any p r i s o n e r  
being executed would have r e a l l y  s e t  me o f f  because t h a t  
was something, a s  t h e  G2, t h a t  I cont inuously rode herd 
on my M I  people about.  And I f requen t ly  v i s i t e d  t h e  d i v i s i o n  
PW compound, and any rumors t h a t  I would g e t  o r  r e p o r t s  
concerning t h e  br igade  PW compounds o r  f o r  any u n i t ,  I 
pe r sona l ly  followed through on any r e p o r t .  

Q A s  t h e  i n t e l l i g e n c e  o f f i c e r ,  would you expect
t h a t  the only  t h i n g  t h a t  one of t h e s e  M I  i n t e r r o g a t o r s  
should r e a l l y  be i n t e r e s t e d  i n  i s  i n t e r r o g a t i o n  and he 
s h o u l d n ' t  be i n t e r e s t e d  i n  anything e l s e ,  and t h a t  i s  h i s  
whole func t ion  as an i n t e l l i g e n c e  o f f i c e r ?  

A. No, sir.  I t ' s  much broader than  t h a t .  

Q o  You would a t  l e a s t  expect ,  t hen ,  t h a t  t h i s  would 
have been repor ted  t o  t h e  t a sk  f o r c e  t h a t  he- was working 
for  o r  c e r t a i n l y  t o  t h e  detachment, s i n c e  he was back t h e r e  
that n i g h t ?  

A .  I would have expected t h a t  information t o  have 
got ten  back t o  d i v i s i o n  r i g h t  away. I n  o t h e r  words, f o r  
him t o  have repor ted  it r i g h t  through h i s  channels a l l  
the way back. 

Q Now, mind you, I am t a l k i n g  about an i n s t a n c e  
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where he observed t h e  Na t iona l  P o l i c e ,  a l though  they  are 
working f o r  o r  w i t h  an American u n i t  t h e r e ,  b u t  no t  a 
c r i m e  committed by an American, b u t  by a Vietnamese 
a g a i n s t  ano the r  Vietnamese. 

A. Tha t  r e a l l y  makes no d i f f e r e n c e ,  even i f  
t h e  Americans j u s t  observed it and t h e r e  was r e a l l y  no 
connect ion.  But i f  t h e  Vietnamese was i n  some way working 
w i t h  t h e  American u n i t s  t h e n  t h a t  made it t h a t  much more 
s e r i o u s  a case. I n  e i t h e r  case, even t h e  l e s s e r  case, it 
should have been r e p o r t e d  through channels  because I would 
c o n s i d e r  t h a t  as something t h a t  r e q u i r e d  looking  i n t o  as . 
why something l i k e  t h a t  could happen, and t h a t  would i n d i -  
cate t o  m e  t h a t  something w a s  wrong and w e  w e r e  no t  ca.rry-
i n g  o u t  o u r  t a s k  of  p roper  t r e a t m e n t .  A c t u a l l y ,  i f  it 
happened w i t h i n  t h e  America1 a r e a  of  o p e r a t i o n ,  I f e l t  t h a t  
any th ing  of  t h a t  s o r t  t h a t  happened, w a s  w i t h i n  my area 
o r  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y ,  as t h e  G 2 .  

10: I ' l l  come back t o  t h i s  l a t e r ,  Colonel  TREXLER. 
Meanwhile, M r .  MACCRATE, do  you have any q u e s t i o n s ?  

MR MACCRATE: Colonel  TREXLER, you r e f e r r e d  t o  t h e  
d i v i s i o n  SOP as r e q u i r i n g  t h e  r e p o r t i n g  of  t h e  c i v i l i a n  
c a s u a l t i e s .  W a s  t h i s  i n  t h e  form of any w r i t t e n  d i r e c t i v e  
which you w e r e  aware of  i n  March 1968? 

A.  Y e s ,  s i r .  1 ,wou ld  t h i n k  t h a t  was covered--you 
s e e ,  w e  w e r e  undergoing r e v i s i n g . a  l o t  of ou r  d i r e c t i v e s  
and s o  f o r t h .  Y e s .  I t h i n k  t h a t  w a s  covered by d i r e c -
t i v e s  e i t h e r  a t  o u r  l e v e l  o r  a t  b r igade  l e v e l  t h a t  r e q u i r e d  
t h e  c i v i l i a n  c a s u a l t i e s  t o  be r e p o r t e d  j u s t  l i k e  enemy 
c a s u a l t i e s  o r  f r i e n d l y  c a s u a l t i e s .  

Q. But ,  you a c t u a l l y  remember a SITREP where 
t h e r e  w a s  a l i s t i n g  of enemy c a s u a l t i e s ,  f r i e n d l y  c a s u a l t i e s  
and a l l  o t h e r  summations and t h e r e  was an i n c l u s i o n  r i g h t  
t h e r e  i n  t h o s e  f i g u r e s  of  c i v i l i a n  c a s u a l t i e s ?  

A. I t h i n k  t h a t  I do remember where c i v i l i a n  
c a s u a l t i e s  occur red  t h a t  t h e r e  were r e p o r t s .  

Q .  W a s  t h e r e  any d i s t i n c t i o n  made i n  t h i s  requirement  
whether it was i n  a VC-controlled area o r  n o t ?  

A. No. That  would n o t  m a t t e r .  1f it was c i v i l i a n  
noncombatant, t hen  one a r e a  was about  t h e  same as t h e  nex t .  
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A. Righ t ,  sir.  Then, i n  t h a t  c a s e ,  it w a s  f o r  t h e  
VC . 
Q What was t h e  normal p rocedure  f o r  removing t h i s ?  

A . G 5  normally monitored t h i s  more than  I d i d ,  b u t  
i t  was brought  i n  and sacked up u s u a l l y .  Now, i f  t hey  
found a l a r g e  cache somewhere, it would be  brought  i n  and 
t u r n e d  over  t o  t h e  GVN and r e d i s t r i b u t e d .  

(The I0 hands E x h i b i t  D-6 t o  t h e  w i t n e s s . )  

Q. A r e  you f a m i l i a r  w i t h  t h e  c o n t e n t s  of t h e  
document t h a t  you have i n  f r o n t  of you? 

A. Yes. I would t h i n k  t h a t  I r e a d  a s i m i l a r  
document. 

Q I have ano the r  document h e r e ,  E x h i b i t  M - 8 ,  
which i s  t h e  implementation o r d e r  by 111 MAF o f  t h i s  
p a r t i c u l a r  d i r e c t i v e .  A r e  you f a m i l i a r  w i th  t h a t ?  

(The I0 hands M-8' t o  t h e  w i t n e s s . )  

A.  I t h i n k  t h i s  is t h e  one t h a t  I would be  most 
f a m i l i a r  w i t h  because w e  d i d  rece ive- - s ince  be ing  i n  t h e  
America1 Divi .sion we were more under t h e  111 Pw and w e  
made s u r e  t h a t  we r e a l l y  complied w i t h  I11 MAF. 

0. I a l s o  show you MACV D i r e c t i v e  20-4 which is 
E x h i b i t  D - 1 .  

( T h e  I0 hands D - 1  t o  t h e  w i t n e s s .  ) 

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  

Q I s p e c i f i c a l l y  c a l l  your  a t t e n t i o n  t o  paragraph 
2.  I t  s a y s  i t ' s  " a p p l i c a b l e  t o  a l l  a l l e g e d  o r  appa ren t  war 
c r imes ,  v i o l a t i o n s  of t h e  s u b j e c t  Geneva Conventions,  
i n f l i c t e d  by t h e  h o s t i l e  f o r c e s  on U . S .  m i l i t a r y  o r  c i v i l i a n  
personne l  when i n  Vietnam o r  by U . S .  m i l i t a r y  personne l  upon 
h o s t i l e  m i l i t a r y  o r  c i v i l i a n  pe r sonne l . "  

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  

Q - This  i s  t h e  reason why I am ask ing  about  how 
you i n  t h e  America1 Div i s ion  would i n t e r p r e t  t h e  r e p o r t i n g  
o f  a Na t iona l  Policeman i n  t h e  Task Force  Barker  A 0  k i l l i n g  
o r  execu t ing  PW's. 

.A. Y e s ,  s i r .  

20 
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A .  No. Other than  I th ink  t h a t  our  p o l i c i e s  were 
q u i t e  c l e a r  concerning conduct on t h e  b a t t l e f i e l d  and t h e  
involvement wi th  t h e  c i v i l i a n s .  For example, i n  t h e  same 
a rea  I d i s t i n c t l y  remember we were most concerned about 
r e l o c a t i n g ,  and no t  i n  t h e  same a r e a s  i n  t h e  nor th ,  b u t  
i n  t h e  Muscatine a rea .  I n  my d i scuss ions  with t h e  b a t t a l i o n  
commanders before  I became a G2, t h e r e  were s e v e r a l  
o l d  women and men i n  t h i s  v i l l a g e ,  and we knew very c l e a r l y  
t h a t  they were VC sympathizers.  Yet we took c a r e  when w e  
used t o  search  through t h e  v i l l a g e s  and s o  f o r t h ,  and we 
d i d  n o t  bother  t h e  c i v i l i a n s .  We were cons tan t ly  negot- 
i a t i n g  wi th  t h e  ARVN's  and t h e  province c h i e f s  and the 
d i s t r i c t  c h i e f s  t o  r e l o c a t e  them and t o  g e t  them ou t  of 
t h e  a r e a  because it was d e f i n i t e l y  a VC a rea .  Cer ta in ly ,  
no e f f o r t  was made, nor was it t o l e r a t e d ,  t o  f o r c i b l y  
remove them. It was our  goal  i n  t h i s  whole a r e a  t o  r e l o c a t e  
and e s t a b l i s h  some resemblance of c o n t r o l  i n  refugee camps 
and refugee  camps were set up f o r  t h i s  purpose. This  w a s  
considered one of t h e  worst  a r e a s  f o r  mines and booby t r a p s  
t h a t  w e  had. We had many ROK Marines t h a t  went through 
t h i s  a rea  and l e f t  many mines behind t h a t  t h e  enemy had 
used. There were minef i e lds  t h a t  the- R O K ' s  j u s t  l e f t  
and our  t roops  f r equen t ly  go t  caught i n  them. We had 
s e v e r a l  r e a l  bad i n c i d e n t s  where a couple of people g o t  
caught i n  a minef ie ld  and o t h e r s  went a f t e r  them and you 
would end up having s i x  o r  e i g h t  people g e t t i n g  k i l l e d  and 
a dozen wounded. A s  f a r  a s  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  i n c i d e n t  t h a t  
you a r e  t a l k i n g  about ,  I c e r t a i n l y  never had any knowledge 
t h a t  t h e r e  was such a l a r g e  number of c i v i l i a n s  indiscr im-
i n a t e l y  k i l l e d .  T h a t ' s  a l l  I have, sir. 

I0: This  hear ing  w i l l  r e c e s s  u n t i l  0830 tomorrow 
morning. 

(The hear ing  recessed  a t  2010 hours ,  1 9  
December 1969.) 
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A. Yes, sir ,  it c e r t a i n l y  would. 


Q - Would you expect t o  see  a paper l i k e  t h i s ?  


A. I f  it was pruvided t o  a s e n i o r  o f f i c e r ,  I would 
t h i n k  t h a t  t h e  G 2  would have an i n t e r e s t  and it should have 
come t o  me .  

9. Yes? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q- You w i l l  n o t i c e  here  t h a t  t h e  attachment t o  Exh ib i t  
R-1 i n d i c a t e d  a l e t t e r  from t h e  v i l l a g e  chief  t o  t h e  d i s t r i c t  
c h i e f .  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  


Q- And then  it r e f e r s  t o  t h i s  l e t t e r .  


A. Yes, s ir .  

Q. I have here  Exh ib i t  M-49 which i s  a l e t t e r  from t h e  
Son My v i l l a g e  ch ie f  t o  t h e  d i s t r i c t  ch ie f  and I would ask 
i f  you had seen t h a t  document (handing document t o  t h e  wi tness )  
e i t h e r  by i t s e l f  o r  wi th  o t h e r  documents? 

(The wi tness  examines t h e  document.) 

A. NO, sir. 

8. I am n o t  s u r e  whether t h i s  document eve r  g o t  t o  
t h e  headquar ters  of theeAmerical  Divis ion o r  t o  any major u n i t  
wi th in  t h e  America1 Divis ion.  

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q- I have he re  another document t h a t . f i t s  i n t o  t h e  
same category.  

A. Y e s ,  sir.  

Q. This  i s  a S t a t i c  Census Grievance Report ,  da ted  18 
March 1968, which has been en te red  i n t o  the  record  a s  Exh ib i t  
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6 .  OTHER INFORMATION. 

a .  TISOUVAS t e s t i f i e d  t h a t  it was t h e  Vietnamese 
i n t e r r o g a t o r  t h a t  c u t  o f  t h e  PW's f i n g e r  and n o t  the  

American o f f  i . ce r  (pg. 16 ) . 
b. When t h e  C I D  f i r s t  t a l k e d  w i t h  him, he w a s  


h o s p i t a l i z e d  under t h e  i n f l u e n c e  o f  a  s e l f - i n g e s t e d  

n a r c o t i c  (pg. 20) . 


c .  From t h e  w i t n e s s '  s t a t e m e n t ,  t h e r e  was ev idence  
t h a t  t h e  w i t n e s s  f r e q u e n t l y  uses  mar i juana  o r  n a r c o t i c s .  
However, he  den ied  t h a t  a s i g n i f i c a n t  number of s o l d i e r s  
from C / 1 / 2 0  were under t h e  i n f l u e n c e  o f  mar i juana  on 
1 6  March 1968. He d i d  n o t  know i f  many members of C/1/20 
had been d r i n k i n g  h e a v i l y  t h e  n i g h t  b e f o r e  (pgs .  27, 28 )  . 
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A. Righ t  a f t e r  we g o t  through t h e  v i l l a g e  o r  what? 

Q Y e s ,  same day. Do you remember t e l l i n g  M r .  FEHER 
about  an American o f f i c e r  who was q u e s t i o n i n g  a s u s p e c t ?  

A. I do. 

Q. T e l l  us t h a t  i n c i d e n t .  

A. W e l l ,  I d o n ' t  know word f o r  word o r  any th ing ,  and 
I d o n ' t  know where it was, I remember an o f f i c e r  and a V i e t -
namese i n t e r r o g a t o r  n o t  a policeman, t o  my knowledge, ques-
t i o n i n g  p r i s o n e r s .  

Q Did you see t h e  American o f f i c e r  do anyth ing  t o  
t h e  s u s p e c t ?  

A. Not t h a t  I--I d o n ' t  know, I c a n ' t  r e a l l y  s ay .  I 
c a n ' t  answer t h a t .  I d o n ' t  know. I remember an i n c i d e n t  
where I t h i n k  it w a s  Vietnamese were--cut f i n g e r s  o f f ,  p u t  
it t h a t  way. But I c a n ' t  remember--I c a n ' t  remeder, I d o n ' t  
know, I can '  t remember. 

Q Okay. I ' l l  r e a d  you something o u t  of t h i s  state-
ment you gave M r .  FEHER. 

"There was an American o f f i c e r  t h a t  w a s  i n t e r r o -
g a t i n g  a VC s u s p e c t .  The nex t  t h i n g  I seen  t h a t  he  c u t  a few 
f i n g e r s  o f f  h i s  hand. And he k e p t  t a l k i n g  Vietnamese t o  t h e  
person ,  and person  i n t e r r o g a t i n g  d i d n ' t  b e l i e v e  him s o  h e  
s h o t  him. I t  w a s  n o t  t h e  Anerican o f f i c e r  t h a t  s h o t  him, 
b u t  h i s  Vietnamese i n t e r p r e t e r .  " 

A. T h a t ' s  w r i t t e n  wrong, typed o u t  wrong. 

Q - Thi s  i s  n o t  c o r r e c t  then? 

A. The Vietnamese person  was t h e  one t h a t  c u t  t h e  
f i n g e r s  o f f .  The man w a s  s h o t  a f t e r w a r d s ,  b u t  it wasn 't t h e  
o f f i c e r ,  t h e  American who c u t  t h e  f i n g e r s  o f f .  

Q Do you remember be ing  flown back t o  Landing Zone 
D o t t i e  i n  a h e l i c o p t e r ?  

A. I don' t know where, I c a n ' t  remember what' LZ w e  
went t o  a f t e r  t h i s .  
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A. Oh, I th ink  t h i s  was some time ago when it f i r s t  
came i n t o  t h e  papers .  I d o n t t k n o w  e x a c t l y  when it was. I t  
must have been a couple months ago a t  l e a s t .  

Q - This i n v e s t i g a t i o n  was i n i t i a t e d  around t h e  f i r s t  
p a r t  of .December. Would i t  have been p r i o r  t o  t h a t  time? 

A .  This was before  your i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  yes .  

Q All r i g h t .  I t  i s  o u r  understanding t h a t  a t  t h a t  
t ime,  t h e  commander of t h e  2d ARVN Divis ion was Colonel TOAN, 
l a t e r  promoted t o  b r i g a d i e r  genera l ,  and who i s  s t i l l  cur-
r e n t l y  t h e  commanding general  of t h a t  d i v i s i o n .  Would you 
s t a t e  your r e l a t i o n s  wi th  Colonel TOAN? 

A. W e  had a very c lose  r e l a t i o n s h i p .  I saw him 
d a i l y .  We planned opera t ions  toge the r .  We went o u t  i n  my 
h e l i c o p t e r ,  supervised opera t ions  toge the r .  We a t e  t o g e t h e r ,  
developed what I thought was a very c lose  r e l a t i o n s h i p .  I 
considered General TOAN a very competent and a b l e  s o l d i e r  
and a very courageous s o l d i e r  too.  

Q Well then ,  your impression, I t a k e  it, i s  t h a t  
you had a very c l o s e  working r e l a t i o n s h i p  with Colonel TOAN. 

A .  Yes, sir.  

Q W e  have heard i n  t h e  coarse of oux i .n ter rogat ion  
some derogatory mat ters  concerning t h e  2d ARVN Divis ion a t  
t h a t  t ime, i n d i c a t i n g  t h a t  they had l i t t l e  d e s i r e ,  o r  you 
might say ,  were very much r e l u c t a n t  t o  go back i n t o ,  o r  t o  
go i n t o  t h e  so-ca l led  Son My a r e a  o r  some of t h e  rougher a reas  
of t h e  Batangan Peninsula .  This is what prompted t h e  U . S .  
opera t ions  i n  t h e s e  a reas .  Could you d i s c u s s  t h a t  i n  a l i t t l e  
d e t a i l ?  

A. Well, I ,  of course,  had no knowledge about o t h e r  
ARVN u n i t s .  This was t h e  only  one t h a t  I worked wi th .  My 
observat ion  of them was t h a t  they were n o t  over ly  aggress ive ,  
c e r t a i n l y  n o t  a s  aggressive as  t h e  average American u n i t .  
Considering t h e i r  t r a i n i n g  and t h e  type of i n d i v i d u a l  they 
had f o r  a s o l d i e r  I thought they  d i d  moderately we l l .  Cer-
t a i n l y  they had many opera t ions  i n  which they  d i d  extremely 
w e l l .  

As f ax  as  t h e  opinion t h a t  they were a f r a i d  o r  
unwil l ing t o  go i n t o  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  a r e a ,  it had been a 
very d i f f i c u l t  a r e a  f o r  many years .  A t  l e a s t  they  ' t o l d  me 
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t h e  t unne l  and t h e y ,  t o  t h e  b e s t  o f .  my knowledge--it  w a s  about 
90 body count  t hey  came up w i t h  and s e v e r a l  r a d i o s  and q u i t e  
a few weapons, which r e a l l y  made t h i s  a very  s u c c e s s f u l  opera-  
t i o n  and one which t h e y  handled themselves very w e l l  once . 
t h e  d i v i s i o n  commander performed h i s  job t h e  way I t h i n k  he  
should 've .  So t h i s  w a s  an o p e r a t i o n  where t h e y  went i n t o  t h e  
My L a i  a r e a  and where t hey  accomplished a very s u c c e s s f u l  
miss ion.  

They had ano the r  o p e r a t i o n  t h a t  I r e c a l l  where 
t hey  went r i g h t  up i n t o  P i n k v i l l e  and they  met some resist-
ance ,  s o r t  o f  i n  t h e  c e n t e r  of t h a t  bombed-out v i l l a g e  complex 
t h e r e ,  and t h e y  exchanged some f i r e  and they  s t a y e d  i n  t h e r e  
about  a  day and a h a l f ,  b u t  t hey  never  r e a l l y  pushed it aggress -
i v e l y .  W e  wanted them t o  go a l l  t h e  way up i n t o  t h e  no r the rn -  
most p o r t i o n  of t h a t  p e n i n s u l a ,  j u s t  n o r t h  of My L a i .  They 
never  g o t  a l l  t h e  way up t h e r e .  They went s o r t  of  i n t o  t h e  
l i m i t s  of t h e  P i n k v i l l e ,  p i d d l e d  around awhi l e ,  and f i n a l l y  
came o u t .  This  w a s  t o  me an i n d i c a t i o n  of a l a c k  of  aggress -
iveness  i n  t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  case. 

A l o t  of t imes  it w a s  the'  i n d i v i d u a l  b a t t a l i o n  
commander who w a s  on t h e  s p o t .  I t  may have been t h e  day o f  
t h e  month, I don ' t know. They had supe r s  t i t i o n s  , you know, 
t h e  numbers game and a11 t h a t  k ind  of  t h i n g .  But I would 
make t h e  g e n e r a l  s t a t e m e n t  t h a t  t h e  2d ARVN Div i s ion  would 
n o t  go i n t o  t h a t  a r e a .  They'd had a l o t  of bad e x p e r i e n c e s ,  
s o  t hey  w e r e n ' t  happy about  going i n  t h e r e .  And of cou r se  
as you know, I 'm s u r e ,  from a l l  t h e  tes t imony you've h e a r d  
t o  d a t e ,  i t  w a s  mined and booby-trapped f a i r l y  w e l l  a l l  t h e  
way up, and a l l  t h e  way i n  th rough ,  and a l l  t h e  way o u t  on 
t h e  Batangan Peninsu la .  

W e  had ano the r  o p e r a t i o n .  I b e l i e v e  t h i s  w a s  i n  
about  November of 1967,  a l though  I could  be a l i t t l e  wrong, 
b u t  it was i n  t h a t  g e n e r a l  t i m e  frame, where my c o u n t e r p a r t ,  
t h e  d i v i s i o n  commander, g o t  some i n t e l l i g e n c e  t h a t  t h e  48th  
B a t t a l i o n ,  which I ' m  s u r e  you know about and which was a  very 
aggressive--

Q . ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Did you r e f e r  t o  them as a main 
f o r c e  o r  a l o c a l  f o r c e  b a t t a l i o n ?  

A.  I t  was a l o c a l  f o r c e  b a t t a l i o n ,  b u t  t hey  w e r e  
very competent.  A s  a m a t t e r  of f a c t ,  t hey  w e r e  b e t t e r  t h a n  
most of t h e  main f o r c e  u n i t s .  We had expe r i ence  i n  o p e r a t i o n s  
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were t h e r e .  They were ready t o  do whatever they asked them 
t o  do and I know General LIPSCOMB came i n t o  our  command p o s t  
down t h e r e  a t  Quang Ngai considerably a g i t a t e d  because he had 
a company engaged and t h e  A W N  u n i t s  were no t  moving. I 
reminded t h e  genera l  t h a t  you d i d n ' t  c ross  somebody e l s e ' s  
boundary unless  they asked you t o ,  and I had pe r sona l ly  c a l l e d  
Colonel BARKER on t h e  r a d i o  and asked him: I s a i d ,  "We know 
you got  an engagement going. Do you need help?" He s a i d ,  
"No, t h e  company ' s doing f i n e .  " And as  an o l d  r i f l e  company 
commander myself ,  I never wanted t o  c a l l  f o r  h e l p  i f  I could 
handle it myself. 

General LIPSCOMB d i d n ' t  seem t o  have a very good 
opinion of us ,  and maybe t h i s  i n i t i a t e d  some of t h a t  r e p u t a t i o n ,  
I d o n ' t  know. On t h e  o t h e r  hand, I f e l t  t h a t  t h e  ARVN t roops  
d i d  e x a c t l y  what they were supposed t o ,  and had they been 
asked t o  go i n ,  they were ready,  w i l l i n g ,  and ab le  t o  go. So 
t h i s  was another  i n c i d e n t  which, from my p o i n t  of view, might 
have l e d  t o  t h a t  kind of a t t i t u d e  on t h e  p a r t  of U . S .  t roops .  
BARKER, I t a l k e d  t o  him severa l  t imes .  He always seemed t o  
be p r e t t y  we l l  s a t i f i e d  with our cooperat ion.  We had o t h e r  
opera t ions  out  west of Highway 1 with t h e  o t h e r  b a t t a l i o n s  up 
t h e r e .  

A. Well, yes.  I d o n ' t  know whether it was t h e  4/3 a t  
t h e  t ime o r  no t .  This was back i n  December. They r o t a t e d  
a  bat . ta1ion i n  and out  of there--

Q . CInterposing) Yes, we l l  back i n  December, it 
could a l s o  have been--

A. ( In terpos ing)  George WAFG w a s  commanding--well, 
p a r t  of your o ld  d i v i s i o n  t h a t  was .up t h e r e ,  t h e  4th--

Q. ( In terpos ing)  3/4.  

A .  3 / 4 .  And he had an element ou t  t h e r e  i n  December 
and w e  had par t  of t h e  4th Regiment t h a t  was cooperat ing with 
them i n  sweep and des t roy  missions w e s t  of Highway 1, and 
genera l ly  west of Son Tinh. They had a couple of sharp  engage- 
ments o u t  t h e r e  where t h e  ARVN a c q u i t t e d  themselves extremely 
w e l l ,  just i n  t h a t  week between Christmas and New Year ' s .  
They go t  i n t o  one opera t ion  west of t h e  r a i l r o a d ,  genera l ly  
west  of Son Tinh,and they got  blocking from elements of t h e  
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General LIPSCOMB had come i n  p r e t t y  upse t ,  s o  I ' m  no t  s u r e  
t h a t  he thought t o o  much of TOAN, although he never r e a l l y  
came back and made an i s s u e  out  of it. I d i d n ' t  r e p o r t  t h e  
i n c i d e n t  t o  General KOSTER because I thought it might cause 
some f r i c t i o n  between t h e  two commanders, al though TOAN was 
very understanding about t h e  th ing .  HENDERSON, I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  
anything t h a t  'would demonstrate o t h e r  than good r e l a t i o n s h i p s  
during t h e  per iod  of time t h a t  I was t h e r e ,  up t o  t h e  f i r s t  
of Apr i l .  

Q Were you aware of a r e p o r t  which t h e  Son Tinh 
d i s t r i c t  ch ief  s e n t  t o  province about t h e  28th of March con-
cerning t h e  a c t i v i t i e s  of t h e  U.S. i n  t h i s  Son My area?  

A.  No, sir ,  I d o n ' t  t h ink  I was. 

Q I have here  Exh ib i t  M-28, which has  been en te red  
i n t o  t h e  record  as  an e x h i b i t .  I t  was prepared by t h e  d i s -
t r i c t  ch ief  and s e n t  t o  t h e  province c h i e f .  

A .  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  t h i s .  I s e e  i t ' s  da ted  28 March, 
and I a c t u a l l y  departed t h e  a r e a ,  I be l i eve  it was t h e  morning 
of t h e  1st of A p r i l ,  s o  whether t h i s  had come i n  t o  t h e  d i v i -
s i o n  commander y e t  o r  n o t ,  I d o n ' t  know. I didn ' t r e c a l l  
t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  r e p o r t ,  no, s ir .  

Q You w i l l  n o t i c e  on t h e  r epor t  i t s e l f  t h a t  t h e  
ARVN Divis ion was riot l i s t e d  a s  an addressee.  This  w a s  s e n t  
t o  t h e  province ch ie f  with copies t o  t h e  52 and t h e  S3 of 
Quang Ngai s e c t o r .  

Do you r e c a l l  your p o s i t i o n  and arrangements 
between, l e t ' s  say ,  t h e  U. S .  commanders and General TOAN, o r  
Colonel TOAN? Was it h a b i t u a l  t h a t  they would con tac t  you 
and you would make t h e  necessary arrangements t o  meet t h e  
commander, o r  j u s t  how-did it come about? 

A* That was p r e t t y  s tandard .  When we wanted t o  set  
up an opera t ion  normally e i t h e r  General KOSTER would come 
over o r  i n v i t e  us t o  come over ,  and I would g e t  t h e  word and 
I would arrange t h e  meeting with TOAN. 

Q .  I f  Colonel HENDERSON, l e t ' s  say ,  were coming i n  
t o  s e e  Colonel TOAN, would they h a b i t u a l l y  con tac t  your o f f i c e  
and you make t h e  arrangements? 
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A. T h a t ' s  r i g h t .  They would normally c a l l  my o f f i c e  
and ask i f  TORN were going t o  be i n  and he would i n d i c a t e .  
Then they would f l y  i n  i n  t h e i r  h e l i c o p t e r ,  come down t o  h i s  
headquarters  and we would a l l  g a t h e r ,  normally i n  h i s  o f f i c e ,  
r i g h t  around t h e  t a b l e  and d i scuss  what was t o  be d iscussed .  
O r  i n  some c a s e s ,  TOAN and I would go t o  t h e i r  headquar ters  
m d  d i scuss  t h e  p l a n s ,  in which case I would c a l l  them and 
ask them t o  make t h e  arrangements, o r  one of my s t a f f .  

Q Were you ever  aware of  a d i scuss ion  between 
General KOSTER and Colonel TOAN c'oncerning an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  
on what might have happened i n  My Lai ( 4 )  on 1 6  March 1968? 

A. NO, s i r .  

Q Were you ever  aware t h a t  t h e r e  w a s  a U . S .  i n v e s t i -
ga t ion  underway? 

A. No, s i r .  

Q O r  t h a t  t h e  ARVN were i n  . t h e  process  of  i n v e s t i -
g a t i n g  i t ?  

A.  Well, only what I read. i n  t h e  paper now, b u t  a t  
that time I had no knowledge of t h i s .  

Q Were you aware of any VC propaganda which may
have come out  a t  t h a t  t ime,  e i t h e r  b rozdcas t s ,  l e a f l e t  form, 
o r  t h e  use of s logans ,  arm bands, p o s t e r s ,  o r  anything of 
t h i s  na tu re  which might have i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  something unusual 
took p lace?  

A .  I n  connection wi th  t h i s  opera t ion?  

Q Yes. 

A.  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l .  Now I know t h a t  occas iona l ly  we 
d i d  g e t  word through t h e  gr ievance teams o r  i n t e l l i g e n c e  
channels o r  some VC propaganda method t h a t  t h e r e  were a t ro -
c i t i e s  of some kind o r  another  committed by t h e  ARVN's  o r  t h e  
Americans i n  t h e  a rea .  This had happened from time t o  t ime. 
W e ,  I d o n ' t  e v e r  r e c a l l  having anyone t a k e  any of t h e s e  th ings  
s e r i o u s l y  enough t o  i n i t i a t e  any i n v e s t i g a t i o n  o t h e r  than 
j u s t  t o  ask the  u n i t  commander concerned i f  t h e r e  was any 
substance t o  it. 
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Q. I have here  Exh ib i t  R-1 and I would l i k e  t o  c a l l  
your a t t e n t i o n  t o  Inc losure  2 i n  t h i s  document which is a 
sample of a b i t  of VC propaganda and I would ask i f  you have 
e v e r  seen anything of t h i s  na tu re?  The f i r s t  page does n o t  
seem any d i f f e r e n t  from any o t h e r  propaganda which you may 
have heard ,  but  a t  t h e  t o p  of t h e  second page, s p e c i f i c a l l y  
i n  t h e  second paragraph, we s t a r t  coming down t o  s p e c i f i c s .  

A .  No, sir ,  I never saw t h a t .  

Q You w i l l  n o t i c e  t h a t  t h i s  is addressed p r imar i ly  
t o  t h e  ARVN s o l d i e r .  We know t h a t  a t  some l a t e r  d a t e  a copy 
of t h i s  was a v a i l a b l e  t o  Colonel TOAN. 

A. I see.  

Q Whether it was a v a i l a b l e  o r  n o t  a t  t h e  time of 
your assignment, I 'm no t  completely c e r t a i n .  

A .  Well, he normally would show me something l i k e  
t h a t .  A t  l e a s t  I th ink  he would. He was p r e t t y  frank about 
br inging  th ings  l i k e  t h i s  up t o  me. 

Q You'd i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  from time t o  time you rece iv-
ed information from t h e  PIOC and from census gr ievance teams 
o r  from t h e  census gr ievance c h i e f .  I have he re  another  docu-
ment which has been en te red  i n t o  t h e  record  as  E x h i b i t  M-31, 
which i s  a Vietnamese r e p o r t ,  and we have t h e  ~ n g l i s ht r a n s -
l a t i o n  of i t ,  from t h e  census gr ievance.  ( I 0  hands Exh ib i t  
M-31 t o  wi tness . )  

A .  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  , s e e i n g .t h a t  r e p o r t .  Most of t h e  
information l i k e  t h a t  a c t u a l l y  got  t o  me second o r  t h i r d  hand. 
That i s ,  t h e  a c t u a l  r e p o r t s  d i d n ' t  g e t  t o  me. They normally 
went through . the  d i s t r i c t  ch ief  t o  t h e  province ch ie f  o r  
some province o f f i c i a l ,  and I might hear  about it through 
d iscuss ion  with t h e  d i s t r i c t  advisors  o r  t h e  province adv i so r s ,  
whatever t h e  case might be.  

Q Who were t h e  ones i n  the  province advisory group 
t h a t  were most responsive t o  your requirements ,  l e t ' s  s a y ,  
and i n  your r e l a t i o n s h i p  with t h e  province advisory group? 

A. Well, M r .  MAY was t h e  s e n i o r  province advisor .  
H e  was a c i v i l i a n  and I saw him from time t o  t ime,  but  I 
never r e a l l y  had much personal ,  o r  bus iness ,  o f f i c i a l  asso-
c i a t i o n  wi th  him. Of course ,  Colonel G U I N N ,  and before  him 
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it  was Lieutenant  Colonel LYNCH, they were t h e  depu t i e s .  
Well, LYNCH i n i t i a l l y  was t h e  province adv i so r  and then  MAY 
replaced  him when they went i n t o  t h e  CORDS system. But t h e r e  
was a deputy province advisor  and of course he was f o r  t h e  
s e c t o r ,  he was t h e  m i l i t a r y  adv i so r  and I would have q u i t e  a 
bit of o f f i c i a l  bus iness  with him over  m i l i t a r y  o p e r a t i o n a l  
mat ters .  Because, s o  o f t e n  t h e r e  were opera t ions  where t h e  
ARVN t roops  t h a t  I was advis ing ,  had coordina t ion  t o  be 
a f f e c t e d  with t h e  RF t roops  and t h e  PF troops t h a t  t h e  s e c t o r  
advisor  was advis ing ,  and they needed support  from ARVN a r t i l -
l e r y  and t h i s  kind of th ing .  

Q Now i f  you expected t o  g e t  some information,  l e t a s  
s a y  from t h e  advisory group o r  from t h e  province,  could you 
expect  t h i s  t o  come from one of t h e  subord ina tes - - l e t ' s  say 
i n  r e l a t i o n  t o  t h e  p o l i c e  o r  i n  r e l a t i o n  t o  t h e  province 
o p e r a t i o n a l  i n t e l l i g e n c e  coordina t ion  center--or  would they  
normally fee'd t h i s  t o  G U I N N  and G U I N N  provide it t o  you? 
J u s t  e x a c t l y  how d i d  it come t o  you? 

A .  Most of t h e  t ime,  s e e ,  I had my own G 2  advisor .  

Q- Yes. 

A.  And t h e  ARVN d i v i s i o n  had i t s  G 2  and they worked 
very c lose ly  wi th  t h e  s e c t o r  i n t e l l i g e n c e  pepple.  And most 
of t h e  information I got  came e i t h e r  from t h e  AIiVN G2 o r  t h e  
G 2  adv i so r  who was under m e .  I r a r e l y  pe r sona l ly  requested 
information from anybody i n  t h e  province.  Of course f r e -
quent ly  we had conferences with General TOAN and Colonel K H I E N  
and they  and Colonel G U I N N  would be s i t t i n g  t h e r e  with s t a f f  
o f f i c e r s  around and t h e r e  ' d  be some d i scuss ion .  Sometimes 
I 'd ask Colonel K H I E N  personal ly  a  ques t ion  maybe. I d o n ' t  
r e c a l l  r e a l l y  eve r  pe r sona l ly  asking a g r e a t  dea l  about 
i n t e l l i g e n c e  t h a t  they might have. This  was s p o i l e d  through 
t h e  system. 

Q You j u s t  expected them t o  come through t h e  normal 
i n t e l l i g e n c e  channels? 

A. Yes. O r  i f  I had a ques t ion ,  I might ask my G 2  
advisor  t o  f i n d  out  what t h e  province people know about t h i s ,  
t h a t ,  o r  t h e  other. 

Q - B u t  your r e l a t i o n s ,  p r imar i ly  t h e n ,  were through 
Colonel GUINN a s  I would understand i t ?  
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A. No, s i r .  W e  c l e a r e d  a l l  of  o u r  t a r g e t s  w i th  
him whether--

Q . ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  No, you knew, I ' m  q u i t e  s u r e ,  
t h a t  any t a r g e t s  t h a t  you s e n t  i n  i n  t h a t  a r e a  h e  would 
au toma t i ca l ly  g r a n t  c l ea rance  j u s t  a s  soon as  h e  knew 
t h a t  t h e r e  was no Vietnamese u n i t  i n  t h e r e .  I s n ' t  t h a t  
r i g h t ?  

A. Right .  W e  fo l lowed t h e  procedure  o f  always 
r e q u e s t i n g  c l e a r a n c e .  

Q. Oh, yes .  I knew t h a t .  Did you s t i l l  ab ide  
by t h e  r u l e s  t h a t  were e s t a b l i s h e d  by t h e  b r igade  and by 
. the  d i v i s i o n  t h a t  you would n o t  f i r e ,  w i l l y - n i l l y ,  i n t o  
popula ted  a r e a s ?  

A. Yes, s ir .  W e  could n o t  f i r e  u n l e s s  we r e -
ques t ed  c l e a r a n c e ,  even though--

Q - ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  No. I have h e r e  a document--

A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  With t h e  excep t ion  o f  c o n t a c t  
miss ions .  

Q: * No, any miss ion .  This  i s  Regula t ion  525-1, 
e n t i t l e d  "Combat Opera t ions ,  Rules of  Engagement, " under 
which Task Force Barker ,  b a t t a l i o n s  and everybody w i t h i n  
t h e  t a s k  f o r c e  and t h e  1 1 t h  Brigade o p e r a t e s ,  i n c l u d i n g  
y o u r s e l f .  

A .  I a m  f a m i l i a r  w i th  t h a t  document. 

Q = Y e s .  It goes on t o  s ay  n o t  t o  k i l l  women and 
c h i l d r e n  and noncombatants i n  VC c o n t r o l l e d  a r e a ,  because 
t h e  VC e x p l o i t  t h i s  and use it a g a i n s t  u s .  One s t a t emen t  
t h a t  i t  makes i n  very s t r o n g  language i s :  "Commanders 
w i l l  e x e r c i s e  t h e  utmost  care t o  i n s u r e  minimum noncom-
b a t a n t  c a s u a l t i e s  and p rope r ty  damage. " 

A. R igh t ,  s i r .  

Q I t  a l s o  goes on t o  say :  

"Exclusive  of popula ted  a r e a s ,  unobserved 
f ires may be d i r e c t e d  a g a i n s t  enemy f o r c e s  i n  combat i n  
accordance w i t h  normal procedures .  When n o t  i n  c o n t a c t ,  
unobserved f i r e  w i l l  be d i r e c t e d  only  i n  
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a r e a s  d e c l a r e d  h o s t i l e  by GVN/RVNAF/FWMAF a u t h o r i t i e s .  ' 
Then it goes on t o  say a s  t o  t h e  c o n t r o l  o f  f i r e s ,  v i l l a g e s ,  
and hamlets  : 

" F i r e  miss ions  d i r e c t e d  a g a i n s t  known o r  suspec t ed  VC/NVA 
t a r g e t s  i n  v i l l a g e s  and hamlets occupied by noncombatants 
w i l l  be conducted as fo l lows :  A l l  such f i r e  .miss ions  
w i l l  be c o n t r o l l e d  by an obse rve r  and w i l l  be  executed  
on ly  wi th  prov ince  c h i e f  o r  d i s t r i c t  c h i e f  app rova l ,  as 
a p p r o p r i a t e .  V i l l a g e s  and hamlets  n o t  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  
maneuver of ground f o r c e s  w i l l  n o t  be f i r e d  upon wi thou t  
p r i o r  warning by l e a f l e t  and/or loud speaker  systems o r  
by o t h e r  means, even though f i r e  i s  r ece ived  from them. 

"Vi l l ages  and hamlets  may be a t t a c k e d  wi thou t  p r i o r  
warning i f  t h e  a t t a c k  i s  i n  conjunc t ion  w i t h  a ground 
o p e r a t i o n  invo lv ing  maneuver of ground f o r c e s  th rough  t h e  
a r e a ,  and i f ,  i n  t h e  judgment of t h e  ground commander, h i s  
miss ion would be  jeopard ized  by such warning as s p e c i f i e d  
i n  (b)  above. " 

Then it goes on t o  say :  

"The use  of  i ncend ia ry  t y p e  ammunition w i l l  be avoided."  

And then  it g i v e s  t h e  c r i t e r i a  f o r  t h e  s a f e t y  f a c t o r :  
105-500 meters  and s o  f o r t h .  You have i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  you 
a r e  f a m i l i a r  w i t h  t h a t  document? 

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  

Q. (Handing t h e  .document t o  t h e  w i t n e s s )  Also ,  
i f  you look  on page 4 ,  you w i l l  n o t i c e .  paragraph 6 c ,  under 
misce l laneous  : ' T o r t i f i e d  v i l l a g e s ,  s t r u c t u r e s  i n  VC b a s e  
camps, o r  s t r u c t u r e s  t h a t  a r e  obvious ly  VC f i g h t i n g  pos i -  
t ions- -

A.  (interposing) Righ t ,  sir .  

Q - " S p e c i f i e d  obvious f i g h t i n g  p o s i t i o n s  may 
b e  a t t a c k e d  wi th  approva l  from t h i s  headqua r t e r s . "  

A .  T h a t ' s  r i g h t ,  sir.  

Q. What seems s t r a n g e  t o  me here . i s  t h a t  t h e  i n t e n t  
of t h i s  r e g u l a t i o n  i s  t o  minimize c i v i l i a n  c a s u a l t i e s ,  and 
y e t  w e  have an a r t i l l e r y  prep  t h a t  i s  p l aced  on t h e  edge of  
and i n t o  t h e  v i l l a g e .  I t h i n k  I can unders tand  t h e  leeway 
t h a t  is  given a commander, b u t  I d o n ' t  unders tand  t h e  p rep  
f i r i n g  of a r t i l l e r y  w i t h i n  t h e  v i l l a g e .  
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you knew t h e r e  w e r e n ' t  going t o  be  any ARVN o r  RF1s o r  
PF 's  i n  t h e r e ,  what good d i d  it do t o  c l e a r ?  You knew 
t h a t  it was going t o  be  automat ic ,  unle'ss t h e r e  were 
ARVN or '  PF ' s  o r  RF's .  According t o  ARVN1s i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  
it was a f r e e - f i r e  zone, b u t  t h a t  w a s n ' t  a U.S. i n t e r p r e t a -
t i o n ?  

A. No, sir. Our S 3  always wanted t o  clear t h e s e  
f i r e s .  

Q. So you wanted t h e  n i c e t y  of t h e  f o r m a l i t y ,  t o  
s ay  t h a t  you c l e a r e d  t h e  f i r e  even though you knew it was 
going i n t o  popula ted  a r e a s ?  

A. I d i d n ' t  say  t h a t ,  s i r .  

Q- T h a t ' s  r e a l l y  what you have s a i d  though,
i s n ' t  t h a t  r i g h t ?  You knew t h a t  they would g i v e  you 
au tomat ic  c l ea rance?  

A. Not r e a l l y .  

Q g  Did you e v e r  have any r e q u e s t  f o r  a t a r g e t  
i n  t h e r e  t h a t  w a s  n o t  approved? 

A. I c a n ' t  r e c a l l  t h a t ,  s i r ,  b u t  i n  a l o t  of 
ca ses  I could n o t  c o n t a c t  them. SuSsequent ly ,  w e  cou ld  
n o t  f i r e  t h e  miss ion  because of t h a t ,  because of t h e  
r a d i o  con tac t .  

Q W e l l ,  w e  have t a l k e d  w i t h  t h e  d i s t r i c t  a d v i s o r  
and he s a i d ,  f r a n k l y ,  it was automat ic .  A 1 1  you had t o  do 
was c a l l  i n .  

A.  Well,  I d i d n ' t  know what procedure  they  used 
down i n  h i s  end,  b u t  I always asked f o r  c l ea rance .  

Q - You had a s e r g e a n t  down t h e r e  f o r  l i a i s o n .  
He should  have been a b l e  t o  t e l l  you. 

A. I d i d n '  t know what h i s  c r i t e r i a  was f o r  
s e c u r i n g  a c l e a r a n c e .  I knew I had t o  c a l l  them i n  
every  t ime I f i r e d .  

COL FRANKLIN: Do you r e c a l l  t h e  mor ta rs  of e i t h e r  C o r  
B Company f i r i n g  du r ing  t h i s  3-day p e r i o d ,  e i t h e r  
i n i t i a l l y  o r  l a t e r  down i n  t h e  Co Lay s p i t  h e r e  ( i n d i -
c a t i n g ) ?  Do you r e c a l l  mor ta rs  be ing  f i r e d  from t h e  
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Q. I know, I k n m  that i t ' s  & i f f i c u l t  t o  separate--

A.  [Interposing)  Even down t o  babies .  

Q - But I ' m  t a l k i n g  about t h e  babies  and I ' m  t a l k i n g  
about t h i s  s ta tement  i n  here  t h a t  a baby was shot  i n  t h e  
head. 

A. T h i s  i s  wh.at I heard ,  s ir .  

Q .. Were you eve r  t o l d  n o t  t o  d i s c i s s  t h e  poss ib le  
unnecessary k i l l i n g  of c i v i l i a n s  i n  t h i s  a rea?  

A. No, sir. 

Q D o  you know i f  marijuana was a problem i n  B Company? 

A .  N o ,  sir. We---I don 't remember hea r ing  about any-
one us ing  marijuana a t  any time on a f i e i d  problem. 

Q . On an opera t ion .  

A. No, sir ,  I never heard t h a t ,  

Q - A l l  r i g h t .  Now do you-.-except f o r  what you've 
t o l d  u s  - abou t  t h e  more o r  l e s s ,  t r i c k s  t h a t  were played on 
those  PW's  up t h e r e  and wire connection which was a 
d i f f e r e n t  opera t ion ,  you h.ave any knowledge of e i t h e r  U . S .  
o r  ARVN t o r t u r i n g  VC suspects  o r  p r i s o n e r s  during t h i s  
opera t ion?  

A .  W e l l ,  I seen ARVN t o r t u r i n g  p r i s o n e r s ,  sir.  

Q During t h i s  opera t ion?  

A .  No, n o t  during t h i s  opera t ion ,  no,  sir. 

51. Y e s ,  w e l l  youVvet o l d  us about t h a t  be fo re .  We 
have s ta tement  th.at t h e r e  was some---a n&er of them t h a t  were 
beat up around t h a t  a r e a  t h e  n i g h t  a f t e r  MILUS was k i l l e d ,  
beat them up pre t ty .  bad the next  morning.' You know anything 
about tha t?  
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an o p e r a t i o n  in th.e a r e a  on 26 February (pgs.  34, 3 5 ) .  
WARREN opined t h a t  t h e  d i s p a r i t y  i n  t h i s  r a t i o  was due t o  
t h e  f a i l u r e  of  t h e  company involved t o  c l o s e  wi-th t h e  enemy 
(pgs . 35, 36) . H e  thought  t h a t  LIPSCOMB was d i sappo in t ed  
t h a t  on ly  a few weapons were found (pg. 3 6 ) .  

c .  Re la t ionsh ip  between WATKE and BARKER. 

The w i t n e s s  thought  t h e r e  w a s  a s t r a i n e d  r e l a t i o n s h i p  
between t h e  commander o f  t h e  Warlords and t h e  commander o f  , 

Task Force Barker (pg. 3 8 ) .  This  was a f t e r  t h e  1 6  March 
o p e r a t i o n  (pg. 39 ) . 

d. Misd i rec ted  f i r e .  

WARREN r e c a l l e d  an i n c i d e n t  i n  which he  wrongly 
accused a  b a t t a l i o n  o f  k i l l i n g  innocen t  c i v i l i a n s  w i th  H & I  
f i r e  (pgs .  42-44).  This  took p l a c e  i n  t h e  beginning o f  
A p r i l  (pg.  4 3 ) .  The b a t t a l i o n  commander t o l d  WARREN t o  
i n v e s t i g a t e  f u r t h e r  (pgs.  4 2 ,  4 4 )  . The w i t n e s s  d i scovered  
t h a t  i t  was t h e  Vietnamese who had f i r e d  t h e  H&I (pgs.  4 2 ,  
4 4 )  . The Vietnamese had f i r e d  M-79 rounds from a b r idge  
on Highway 1 (pg. 43) . 

e .  Mist reatment  of d e t a i n e e s .  

WARREN had s u s p e c t s  b rought  t o  him who appeared 
t o  have been m i s t r e a t e d  by Americans (pg.  4 5 ) .  Although 
he could  n o t  e s t i m a t e  t h e  number of  t imes  t h i s  occu r red ,  
he s t a t e d  t h a t  t h i s  was n o t  common (pg. 4 5 ) .  H e  r e p o r t e d  
one such occur rence  t o  3ARXER a f t e r  a mining i n c i d e n t ,  
b u t  he  d i d  n o t  know what a c t i o n  BARKER took (pg. 4 6 ) .  H e  
cou ld  n o t  remember i f  ~ / 1 / 2 0  was invo lved  i n  t h i s  l a t t e r  
i n c i d e n t  (pg. 46) . WARREN nad  occas ion  t o  in form BARKER 
t h a t  d e t a i n e e s  had  been m i s t r e a t e d  q u i t e  a few t imes  (pg.47) . 
It was common f o r  t h e  Vietnamese Na t iona l  P o l i c e  F i e l d  Force 
t o  m i s t r e a t  d e t a i n e e s  (pgs. 48, 4 9 ) .  H e  cou ld  n o t  r e c a l l  
h e a r i n g  anytn ing  about Capta in  KOTOUC m i s t r e a t i n g n d e t a i n e e s  
(pg. 4 9 )  9 

f. U s e  crE mari juana.  

While a g r e a t  d e a l  o f  mar i juana  w a s  s o l d  i n  t h e  
v i l l a g e s ,  t h e  w i t n e s s  knew n o t h i n g ' a b o u t  i s  u s e  by t h e  t r o o p s  
i n  t h e  f i e l d  (pg.  51) . 
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Q. Did t h i s  r e p o r t  i n d i c a t e  i n  any way t h a t  the .  48th 
would be i n  t h e  Son My a r e a  on 16 o r  1 7  March? 

A. I ' m  no t  s u r e ,  s ir .  I t  was the  48th p lus .  When I 
say p lus  it was a l s o  a headquarters  company i n  t h e  damn 
th ing  too ,  and the  headquarters  was t o  our knowledge--stayed t h e r e  
a l l  t he  t ime, j u s t  l i k e  t h e i r  own l i t t l e  TOC. 

This p a r t i c u l a r  place--I b r ing  t h i s  up, because i f  
I had known it a t  t h e  time it could have poss ib ly  helped o u t  
a l i t t l e  b i t  anyway. Af te r  I l e f t  t h e  t a sk  fo rce  I command-
ed--well commanded, I was t h e  l i a i s o n  NCO f o r  a Nat ional  Po- 
l i c e  F i e l d  Force p la toon ou t  of Quang Ngai Ci ty .  These people 
were a f t e r  t h e  i n f r a s t r u c t u r e ,  and I worked f o r  them f o r  about 
5 months i n  the f i e l d ,  and I seen a l l  of these--you know, how . 
you capture  documents and t h e r e  i s  always somebodies r i c e  books 
l ay ing  around. I t  shows where h e ' s  g o t  h i s  payments, i n  r i c e  
o r  blood, one of t h e  two, and i n  t h e r e  were names. One of them 
I know f o r  a f a c t  had about 300 names, and t h e s e  a r e  no t  hard- 
core i n f r a s t r u c t u r e ,  but  never the less ,  they do suppor t ,  and 
t h i s  p lace  was a s t ronghold .  The Vietnamese had never been 
i n  t h e r e  t o  my knowledge. 

Major GAVIN t o l d  m e  when I f i r s t  went up t h e r e  
that-- the way I got  up there--they engaged--the way t h e  whole 
t h i n g  s t a r t e d  around Son Tinh there--they engaged--I was bring-
i n g  the  S2 back from Quang Ngai and I took him up t h e r e  and 
introduced him around, and a Captain KOIiALEWSKI, an A r t i l l e r y  
o f f i c e r .  On our way back, we not iced  some gunships engaging 
r i g h t  t o  t h e  e a s t  of Son Tinh compound. I t  was loca ted  on t h e  
high ground, s o  we drove up t h e r e  and they had caught some of . 

t h e s e  guys r i g h t  o u t  i n  broad day l igh t .  We had been around 
up t h e r e  for--gosh, I d o n ' t  even know, f o r  about '10  o r  15 
days doing nothing b u t  k icking  mines and they were r i g h t  o u t  
i n  t h e  open--in the  God damn open. 

The gunships were--we were monitoring t h e i r  con-
versation--and they were ca tching  them with s i x  o r  e i g h t  
weapons and burning them up, s o  I c a l l e d  the  colonel .  The 
colonel  f lew down t h a t  a f te rnoon and t h i s  is  one way--when 
they looked a t  the  P i n k v i l l e ,  they s a i d ,  "Well." The b e s t  
I can remember t h e i r  conversa t ion ,  t h e  o ld  man was wondering 
i f  they were working down t h e r e  and going i n t o  our AO, be-

'cause we wasn ' t  g e t t i n g  anything. And d a i l y  some Vietnamese 
would come up t o  t h e  g a t e  and say ,  "VC jo in  my v i l l a g e  down 
he re  l a s t  n i g h t . "  We d i d n ' t  know where t h e i r  s t ag ing  a rea  
was .  
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L a t e r ~ o n ,I w a s  t o  f i n d  o u t  t h a t  p o s s i b l y  every 
v i l l a g e  up t l i e re  probably had some of i t s  own l i t t l e  guer-
r i l l a s  t h a t  banded t o g e t h e r  and moved around. W e  k i l l e d  q u i t e  
a few i n  t u n n e l s  and s t u f f ,  o u r s e l v e s .  

But I say  i f  I had known a t  t h e  p r e s e n t  t ime ,  
a s  f a r  as .agents  go, we could have probably went i n  there--
t h e s e  c i v i l i a n s  a s  l o c a t e d  i n  t h e  P i n k v i l l e  t he re - - i f  we 
had had t h e  p rope r  s c reen ing  f a c i l i t y ,  we would probably made 
some money up t h e r e  a s  f a r  a s  a l l  t h e s e  r e f u g e e s  t h a t  come 
o u t  of t h e  p l a c e .  This w a s  t h e  main reason  t h e  c o l o n e l  d i d n ' t  
want t o  go i n  t h e r e  t o  t h e  b i g  a r e a  up t h e r e ,  t h e  P i n k v i l l e  
a r e a ,  because t h e r e  were s o  many c i v i l i a n s  t h e r e  w a s  no way 
you could o p e r a t e  i n  t h e r e .  

Q I w a s  t r y i n g  t o  determine i f  we could  g e t  any 
background s i n c e  Colonel  BARKER is n o t  around. What e x a c t l y  
caused t h e  o p e r a t i o n  t o  be  conducted i n  t h e  t i m e  frame t h a t  
it was? This  p a r t i c u l a r  r e p o r t  t h a t  you a r e  t a l k i n g  about  
would be of  i n t e r e s t ,  b u t  can you remember t h e  d a t e  of  t h e  
r e p o r t ?  Was it a d a i l y  type. of r e p o r t ?  

A. Yes, s i r .  This  i s  something l i k e  a summary s h e e t  
t h a t  comes down from p r o v i n c i a l  headqua r t e r s .  Half of  it i s  
j u s t  p l a i n  b u l l  s h i t .  The reason  I say  t h i s  is  because they  
had a regiment--they s p o t t e d ,  you know, t h e  Vietnamese i n t e l -
l i g e n c e  repor ts- -2 ,000 s o l d i e r s  armed wi th  AK-4 7 ' s and 
r o c k e t s ,  t h a t  speak wi th  a no r the rn  a c c e n t .  They g i v e  it on 
a p l o t ,  and t h e y  checked it o u t ,  and it was r i g h t  b e s i d e  o u r  
L Z  there--so  a l o t  of t h e  s t u f f .  

Anything of ' t h e  48th was of i n t e r e s t .  One of t h e  
main r ea sons  is t h a t  it was one of t h e  e lements  t h a t  a t t a c k e d  
Quang Ngai C i t y  d u r i n g  Te t .  The ARVN wouldn ' t  go i n  t h e r e  
whatsoever.  I know t h i s  t o  be a f a c t .  The f i r s t  o p e r a t i o n  
w a s  conducted t h e r e  on 1 2  February.  I drove  a j eep  t o  g e t  
down i n  t h e r e  when OLEY came o u t  wi th  h i s  t r a c k s  and then--
L i e u t e n a n t  OLEY and h e r e ' s  t h e s e  ARVN's  s i t t i n g  a c r o s s  t h e  
road .  They were supposed t o  block f o r  us and we  weren ' t  
supposed t o  g e t  any f i r e  from over  t h e r e .  They were s i t t i n g  
t h e r e  w i t h  a l l  t h e s e  t r a c k s ,  and,  h e l l ,  t h e y  had t roops  spread 
o u t  a l l  a long  t h e  road i n  t h e r e  and h e r e  was ou r  people  g e t -
t i n g  t h e i r  a s s  s h o t  o f f .  
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They had a major t h e r e .  I don 't know who he was. 
I asked him what w a s  going on. I c a l l e d  back up t o  t h e  TOC 
and I said--TOC--we had a forward TOC s e t  up on t h i s  hill.--
and I t o l d  them t h e  ARVN w a s  he re ,  because w e  w a s  a f r a i d  t h a t  
we w e r e  engaging t h e s e  people. And a l l  t h i s  time when they 
f i r s t  s t a r t e d  f i r i n g ,  they  was t o l d  not  t o  f i r e  and n o t  t o  
shoot whatsoever, because we was a f r a i d  t h a t  we was engaging 
our  own f r i e n d l y  f o r c e s ,  and here  they a r e  s i t t i n g  along t h e  
s i d e  of the  road. By t h e  time they moved up i n  the  p lace  
ha l f  of them had "d i -d i ' d"  ou t .  I t  was pret ty--a  ha l f -ass  
opera t ion .  I th ink  Colonel BARKER was a l i t t l e  perturbed a t  
t h a t .  

Q Did you ever  hear o r  read an i n t e l l i g e n c e  r e p o r t  . . 

which ind ica ted  t h a t  t h e  women i n  t h i s  a r e a  normally went t o  do 
t h e i r  food purchasing and went t o  the  markets e a r l y  i n  t h e  
morning? 

A. I ' m  n o t  r e a l l y  s u r e ,  sir. We had some r e p o r t s  on 
the  movements. P I C  was normally p r e t t y  good about t h i s .  H e  
had agents  i n  the  f i e l d .  This  p a r t i c u l a r  guy who was run-
ning t h e  show up t h e r e ,  so  t h i s  proved that--wel l ,  it was one 
of our most r e l i a b l e  sources.  I c a n ' t  r e c a l l y  say for sure.  
We had movements of everywhere around the re .  

H e  had some agen t s ,  and when I say t h i s ,  I 'm almost 
s u r e  of it. I ' m  s u r e  he had some agen t s  i n  t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  
t e r r i t o r y ,  because l a t e r  on a f t e r  the  colonel  was k i l l e d  and 
the  t a s k  f o r c e  had broken up and the  4/3  I n f a n t r y  was i n  
t h e r e ,  we c a r r i e d  one of these  guys--well, t h e r e  was two of 
them t h a t  came up and I had possession of one of them. I pu t  
him up f o r  t h e  n i g h t  i n  my hootch t h e r e .  One of them was 
an i n t e l l i g e n c e  agent  who worked down i n  t h a t  a r e a  and he 
t o l d  Colonel-- i t  wasn ' t  RUSSELL. It  was t h e  colonel  p r i o r  
t o  the G 2  who took over t h e  G 2  of the  Americal. 

Anyway, he t o l d  t h e  b a t t a l i o n  commander a t  t h a t  
p a r t i c u l a r  time t h a t  he could i d e n t i f y  t h e s e  people and he 
could p o i n t  ou t  t h e  i n f r a s t r u c t u r e ,  which was mainly t h e  b ig  
show, because we f e l t - - I  t h i n k  the  t a sk  fo rce  i n  genera l  f e l t  t h a t  
t h e  people c o n t r o l l i n g  t h i s  province,  i n f r a s t r u c t u r e  was r i g h t  
down t h e r e ,  because they were so  e l abora te .  We had f i e l d  
phones--I d o n ' t  even know i f  it was repor ted  o r  not. W e  
c a r r i e d  f i e l d  phones o u t  of t h a t  p lace ,  I ' d  say t h r e e  or  four  
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Q Did you make a suggest ion t o  him t h a t  by u t i l i z i n g  
National  P o l i c e  you could do t h i s  and he ind ica ted  t h a t  it 
would be hopeless  t o  t r y  to--

A. ( In terpos ing j No, sir. H e  f i rs t  brought it 
up, He asked how many National  P o l i c e  could we g e t  t o  a s s i s t  
us i n  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  opera t ion ,  as  f a r  a s  screening of t h e  
refugees  t h a t  come o u t  of the  a rea .  

a .  Did you make any i n q u i r i e s  t o  f i n d  o u t  how many 
you could? 

A. Yes, sir. I went down t o  Major GAVIN's shop, which 
they had some of t h e  ones from--he r e f e r r e d  me t o  Quang Ngai 
and--can I say something of f  t h e  record? 

The National  Po l i ce  F i e l d  Force i s  c o n t r o l l e d ,  and 
I am s u r e  you a r e  we l l  aware of t h i s ,  by a c i v i l i a n  type 
agency. So when you g e t  these  type people,  you have go t  t o  
remember where i n  t h e  h e l l  they come from. We d o n ' t  r e a l l y  
l i k e  t o  g e t  involved. The reason I know i s ,  l i k e  I say ,  I 
worked wi th  these  people for '  5 months i n  the  south and--

Q. ( In te rpos ing)  we l l ,  my ques t ion  was only d i d  
you speak t o  somebody about how many, National Po l i ce  you could 
ge t?  

A.  Yes, sir. 

Q. Did you g e t  an answer? 

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q. How many- -
A. ( In te rpos ing)  He ind ica ted  t h a t  he had these  peo-
p l e  i n  t r a i n i n g .  I t  was t h e  106th Company a t  t h e  time and i f  
we could--if he could l a y  it on with h i s  headquar ters ,  we could 
have a whole company, bu t  these  people are--

Q .. ( In te rpos ing)  So you went t o  provience t o  t r y  
t o  l a y  it on? 

(WARREN) 2 4  

CONFIDENTIAL 

APP T-192 



CONFIDENTIAL 


COL WILSON: ( In te rpos ing)  Were you aware ,, and I 'd l i k e  t o  
f i x  t h i s  a s  t o  j u s t  exac t ly  who we're  a r e  t a l k i n g  about--were 
you aware t h a t  t h e  Nat ional  Po l i ce  went on t h i s  opera t ion?  

A.  c Not National  Po l i ce  F i e l d  Force, sir. 

Q. I d o n ' t  t h ink  they were f i e l d  fo rce  e i t h e r .  I th ink  
they were Nat ional  Pol ice?  

A.  And I d o n ' t  be l i eve  they were Nat ional  Pol ice .  The 
reason I say t h i s  i s  because National Police--some people have 
d i f f e r e n t  concepts of National Pol ice .  Your Nat ional  Po l i ce  
a r e  e i t h e r  "white mice" o r  these  f i e l d  fo rce  people wi th  t h e  
"black b e r e t s . "  On an opera t ion  l i k e  t h a t ,  i f  any National 
Po l i ce  went along--now, maybe d i s t r i c t  p o l i c e ,  bu t  n o t  N a -
t i o n a l  P o l i c e  who a r e  c o n t r o l l e d  by Quang Ngai City under t h i s  
p a r t i c u l a r  agency I w a s  t a l k i n g  about before.  The same advi- 
sor--both companies. Now, they have go t  one "white mice" 
company and they have one NPFF Company; and I am sure t h a t  i f  
t hese  people went a long,  he would have given me the  mission of 
lay ing  it on, because I a l ready previously spoke t o  him. 

Q. You mean e i t h e r  of those two u n i t s ?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  I f  he picked up some d i s t r i c t  p o l i c e  
o r  they got  some d i s t r i c t  p o l i c e  from Son Tinh, these--I  
wouldn't even c a l l  them p o l i c e .  They a r e  j u s t  a l i t t l e  
r ag tag  pu t  t o g e t h e r ,  "shower shoes" guys. I ' m  a f r a i d  they 
d o n ' t  show m e  too  much. He a l s o  had some--

Q. ( In te rpos ing)  ~ d ud o n ' t  know i f  p o l i c e  of any 
type went on t h i s  opera t ion?  

A. No, sir. 

Q. You d i d n ' t  see  them loading out  of Dot t i e?  

A. N o ,  s i r .  To my knowledge, no t  o u t  of Dot t ie .  

Any time t h e r e  was an opera t ion  conducted of t h i s  s i z e  you 

would c a r r y  along some of your sources.  I f  anyone had 

an i n t e l l i g e n c e  source ,  he would coordina te  it with h i s  S2. 

I f  you had someone t h a t  could po in t  these  people out  t o  you, 

then you would, of course ,  t ake  them, but--
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Q How many occasions d i d  you go t o  Colonel BARKER 
and p o i n t  out  t h a t  you had received d e t a i n e e s  who had been 
beaten up? 

A. I d o n ' t  know how many. Q u i t e  a few, sir.  

Q - What d i d  he say t o  you? Did he i n d i c a t e  t o  you
t h a t  he w a s  going t o  take  any a c t i o n  about t h i s ?  

A. Yes, sir.  What a c t i o n  he took I wouldn't  have t h e  
s l i g h t e s t  i d e a ,  sir. 

Q Did he ever g ive  you t h e  i n d i c a t i o n  t h a t  you shou ldn ' t  
worry too  much about t h a t ,  o r  t h a t  he d i d n ' t  apprec ia te  ge t -
t i n g  r e p o r t s  l i k e  t h a t ?  

A. No, sir.  No problem l i k e  t h a t  a t  a l l .  

Q On how many of these  occasions d i d  you r e p o r t  t o  
Major PITTMAN? 

A. Frankly,  it was him t h a t  repor ted  them t o  me. He 
came up t h e r e  one time and was t a l k i n g  about t h e  POW'S t h a t  

. w a s  rece ived  from a l l  over t h e  whole a rea  of opera t ions  f o r  
t h e  br igade  and t h a t  they were i n  bad shape. He t o l d  me from 
then on ou t  I w a s  t o  make a  note  of it. I t ' s  received i n  the  
POW cage when they go down t h e r e .  He t o l d  me t o  s t a r t  not ing 
on t h e i r  t a g s ,  t h e  captur ing  t a g s ,  when they a r e  brought i n ;  
f a i r  shape, good shape, bea t  t o  h e l l ,  o r  whatever it might 
be. This was a problem. I mean it wasn ' t  only a problem i n  
the br igade ,  but  a l l  over.  A s  a mat ter  of f a c t ,  down south 
when I went t o  t h e  f i e l d  t h i s  was one h e l l  of a problem. 

Q Are you aware, e i t h e r  a t  Task Force Barker o r  a f t e r  
you went down south ,  of any i n v e s t i g a t i o n  t h a t  was ever  being 
conducted of any i n d i v i d u a l s  who were brought i n  i n  t h i s  con-
d i t i o n ?  

A. No, s ir ,  n o t  t o  my knowledge. One th ing  t h a t  they 
caut ioned me about before  I went t o  t h e ' f i e l d - - t h e  person I 
picked t h e  Nat ional  Po l i ce  F i e l d  Force up from, before  I went 
t o  t h e  f i e l d  advised me t h a t  these  people were Vietnamese and 
they had a Vietnamese d i s rega rd  f o r  t h e i r  own Vietnamese. It 
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was common and when I was t o  use them t o  make damn s u r e  I con-
t r o l l e d  them and these  people a r e  almost impossible t o  con-
t r o l .  There i s  no way. We went ou t  i n  t h e  f i e l d  one day . 

and captured a guy t h a t  could probably g ive  us more informa-
t i o n  than any person i n  t h e  world. I g o t  a grenade thrown 
on me from a hole  and I l i f t e d  t h e  l i d  on i t--one of the  
"dinks" threw a grenade on me and while--we k i l l e d  t h r e e  i n  
t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  a rea .  I went back and they had s h o t  him. 
This is t h e  type th ing .  So I s t a r t e d  using them and I c o u l d n ' t  
c o n t r o l  a l a r g e  p la toon of them, because they were a l l  over 
the  p lace .  They were sea rcher s  and they could t a l k  t o  them, 
and they had IPW teams wi th  them, and t h i s .  One of our major 
problems was t h e  t rea tment  of P O W ' S ,  because they say a CD o r  
anyone who works f o r  t h e  VC i s  a VC, and t h e r e  i s  no such t h i n g  
as a CD t o  them. A CD is  t r e a t e d  much worse than an a c t u a l  
POW would be. This is one of t h e  problems you've g o t  and 
t h e r e  is  no g e t t i n g  around it. Without f i rm c o n t r o l  you a r e  
going t o  g e t  taken. 

Q Were you ever  given any i n s t r u c t i o n  by Major PITTMAN 
o r  anyone e l s e  a s  t o  keeping your eyes open and r e p o r t i n g  any 
evidence of t h e  United S t a t e s  t roops committing war crimes o r  
a t r o c i t i e s ?  

A. I was t o l d  by t h e  major p r i o r  t o  going up there--
I wasn ' t  thoroughly b r i e f e d  and he wasn ' t  r e a l l y  s u r e  what 
my d u t i e s  were going t o  e n t a i l ,  bu t  he t o l d  me t o  watch every-
th ing  t h a t  went on. For t roops  i n  the  f i e l d  t h i s  i s  impossible 
unless  you send an M P  along with each company. Again, you 
a r e  d e f e a t i n g  t h e  purpose,  b u t  t h i s  has t o  come through com-
mand l e v e l s .  

a - Did you ever  make any at tempt  t o  ques t ion  any of 
the  t roops from time t o  time t o  determine whether, i n  the  
course of opera t ions ,  people were unnecessar i ly  s h o t  and raped? 

A. I would monitor the  movements as  much as I could. 

Q - Did you ever  have an occasion,, when you repor ted  t o  
PITTMAN o r  t o  BARKER, when you be l ieved t h e  raping  o r  a t ro -
c i t i e s  had been committed by t roops  on an opera t ion?  

A. No, sir,  because none was repor ted .  
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Q - One o t h e r  q u e s t i o n  b e f o r e  we t e rmina t e .  D i d  you
know whether t h e r e  w a s  a problem wi th  mar i juana  i n  t h e  t a s k  
f o r c e  a t  f i r e  base  Do t t i e?  

A. Not a t  D o t t i e  i t s e l f .  

Q I n  Task Force Barker? 

A. A s  f a r  as t h e  t r o o p s  i n  t h e  f i e l d ,  s ir ,  I d o n ' t  
know. Now, I picked up q u i t e  a b i t  down i n  t h a t  v i l l a g e p  
because I had r a i d e d  t h a t  p l a c e .  

Q They s o l d  mari juana? 

A. ' Y e s ,  s i r .  They s o l d  it i n  droves .  The Vietnamese 
give you no h e l p  i n  t h e  c o n t r o l l i n g  of mar i juana .  A s  a m a t t e r  
o f  f a c t ,  we had t h e  oppor tun i ty  t o  r e l e a s e  a bunch of mari-
juana t h a t  w e  p icked up t o  t h e  d i s t r i c t  c h i e f  o f  Binh Son 
D i s t r i - c t  who w a s  a c a p t a i n  o r  Dai-Uy and t h i s  same g i r l  had 
it back w i t h i n  a  day,  one lousy  day i  s o  I mean from then  on 
out I burned it. I t , w a s n l t  legal'. I w a s  supposed t o  r e l e a s e  
it back through channe ls .  

Q Sergean t ,  I ' d  l i k e  t o  g i v e  you some f i n a l  i n s t r u c -
t ions here. You a r e  d i r e c t e d  n o t  t o  d i s c u s s  your test imony 
wi th  o t h e r s  excep t  i n  t h e  performance s f  o f f i c i a l  du ty  o r  a s  
you nay be r e q u i r e d  t o  do so  b e f o r e  a competent j u d i c i a l ,  
l e g i s l a t i v e , .  o r  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  body? , 

A. Y e s ,  sir.  

Q- Do you have any q u e s t i o n s  on t h a t ?  

A. Y e s ,  sir.  Does t h a t  i n c l u d e  my commanding o f f i c e r ?  

Q- Y e s ,  it does.  

A. One o t h e r  q u e s t i o n ,  sir. I ' m  s u r e  from my c o l o n e l  
on down, Colonel  PROUDFOOT, up t o  my cornmanding o f f i c e r  who 
i s  a major, t h e y  t h i n k  t h a t  I a m  j u s t  about  t o  go t o  j a i l .  
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and a c a p t a i n ,  recognized  as Captain  KOTOUC, were there 
(pgs .  1 7 - 2 0 )  . From a  vantage p o i n t  of  only  1 0  f e e t  away 
t h e  w i t n e s s  saw t h e  l a t t e r  c u t  a f i n g e r  o f f  one o f  t h e  
p r i s o n e r s  (pgs. 18,  19) . 

Shoot ing of  p r i s o n e r s .  

The w i t n e s s  s t a t e d  t h a t  s h o r t l y  a f t e r  he  saw t h e  
p r i s o n e r s  maimed, he  saw t h e  Na t iona l  P o l i c e  throw t h e  
p r i s o n e r s  i n t o  a d i t c h  and then  shoo t  i n t o  t h e  d i t c h .  
The w i t n e s s  s t a t e d  t h a t  he  t u r n e d  h i s  back s o  t h a t  he could  
n o t  s e e  them b e i n g  s h o t  ( p g s .  2 2 - 2 4 ) .  The w i t n e s s  s t a t e d  
t h a t  two Na t iona l  Policemen f i r e d  i n t o  t h e  d i t c h  (pg. 2 5 ) .  
H e  no ted  t h a t  MEDINA and KOTOUC spoke w i t h  t h e  po l icemen.  
on ly  about. a  minute b e f o r e  t h e  p r i s o n e r s  were s h o t ,  a l though  
they l e f t  t h e  a r e a  b e f o r e  it a c t u a l l y  happened (pg.  2 5 ) .  

c. Other  d e t a i n e e s .  

The w i t n e s s  recounted an i n c i d e n t  where s e r g e a n t  
PHU under M E D I N A ' s  d i r e c t i o n  t o l d  approximately 1 0 0  
Vietnamese who had been rounded up t o  move t o  t h e  wes t  
where they would be  s a f e .  his occu r red  a f t e r  t h e  t roops  
had l e f t  My La i  (pg. 1 6 ) .  

4.  OTHER INFORMATION. 

a. Knowledge of  an i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  

The w i t n e s s  s t a t e d  t h a t  he had hea rd  no th ing  of  
an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  o f  t h e  i n c i d e n t  (pg . 29) . 

b .  Use o f  mar i juana .  

The w i t n e s s  d i d  n o t  b e l i e v e  t h a t  t h e  men were 
under t h e  i n f l u e n c e  o f  mar i juana  du r ing  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  
(pg. 31). 
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you assume t h a t  CARTER was dusted-off  about 1 0  :25,  would your  
impress ion s t i l l  be  t h a t  t h e  t r ansmis s ion  from Major CALHOUN 
occur red  about  one-half  hour  a f t e r  t h a t ,  around about  11 o ' c l o c k ?  

A. .No, I t h i n k  t h e  t r a n s m i s s i o n  was b e f o r e  he  w a s  dusted-
off. 

Q- That  would be  b e f o r e  you went up t o  se t  up s e c u r i t y
f o r  t h e  d u s t o f f  t h a t  you hea rd  t h a t  t r ansmis s ion?  

. .
A. Y e s .  

Q Would your  r e c o l l e c t i o n  be  t h a t  it was a s u b s t a n t i a l  
t ime b e f o r e  t h a t  or  immediately b e f o r e  t h a t ,  o r  what can you 
recall? 

A. I ' m  n o t  p o s i t i v e ,  maybe one-half  an hour ,  I ' m  n o t  
s u r e .  

Q- But your  impres s ion ,  now, i s  t h a t  t h e  t r a n s m i s s i o n  
you overheard a t  t h e  s o u t h e r n  edge of  t h e  v i l l a g e  was one b e f o r e  
CARTER was dus t ed -o f f ?  

A. I t h i n k '  s o .  

Q- When you were i n  t h e  l a a g e r  area t h a t  evening,  d i d  
you s e e  t h e  Nat iona l  P o l i c e  s h o o t  t h e  d e t a i n e e s  t h a t  t hey  w e r e  
i n t e r r o g a t i n g  t h e r e ?  

A. The p r i s o n e r s  were thrown i n  a d i t c h ,  a l i t t l e  h o l e ,  
and I d o n ' t  know i f  I had my back tu rned  a t  t h e  t i m e  o r  n o t ,  
b u t  I w a s  watching t h e  Na t iona l  P o l i c e  go up t o  t h e  e d g e . o f  
the d i t c h ,  and I t h i n k  t h a t  I s t a r t e d  w a l ~ i n gcway when they  
s t a r t e d  s h o o t i n g  them.. ' I  c a n ' t  s ay  t h a t  I saw them shoo t  them. 

Q Had you been watching t h e  i n t e r r o g a t i o n  b e f o r e  t h i s  
happened? 

A. yes, a l i t t l e  b i t .  

Q- Was t h e  i n t e r r o g a t i o n  t a k i n g  p l a c e  i n  an a r e a  nea r  
t h e  mortar  p l a t o o n ' s  p o s i t i o n  i n  t h e  pe r ime te r?  

A. Y e s .  
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Q And you were around t h e  p l a c e  where you s p e n t  t h e  
n i g h t  i m  t h e  p e r i m e t e r  when you saw t h i s ?  

A. Y e s .  

Q. While t h e  Nat iona l  P o l i c e  were i n t e r r o g a t i n g  t h e s e  
p r i s o n e r s ,  were t hey  roughing them up a t  a l l ?  

A. Y e s .  

Q 9 Bea t ing  them, k i c k i n g  them? 

Both., A. 

Q .Would you d e s c r i b e  e v e r y t h i n g  you can remember 
about  obse rv ing  them i n t e r r o g a t i n g  them and who w a s  p r e s e n t  
and what you saw? 

A. I remember Sergeant  P H U ,  and i a t e r  on I saw t h e  
c a p t a i n  w i th  t h e  kn i ' f e ,  t h a t  i n c i d e n t ,  what I t o l c  you b e f o r e .  

Q. W e l l ,  now; you saw t h e  c a p t a i n  wi th  t h e  k n i f e  a t  
the same t i m e  t h a t  t h e  Nat iona l  P o l i c e  were i n t e r r o g a t i n g  
o t h e r - d e t a i n e e s .  Did t h a t  t a k e  p l a c e  a t  t h e  same t ime? 

A. I t h i n k  so .  

Q - The same p l a c e ?  

A. Y e s ,  behind a hootch,  a l i t t l e  b u i l d i n g .  

Q Were Capta in  MICHLES and Captain  MEDINA t h e r e ?  

A. Capta in  MICHLES? 

Q The company commander of  B/4/3? 

A. I t h i n k  I remember him, b u t  n o t  r i g h t  t h e r e  wi th  
t h e  p r i s o n e r s .  I remember s e e i n g  him t h e r e ,  b u t  n o t  wi th  
t h e  p r i s o n e r s ,  no. 

Q e  A l l  r l g h t .  Now, Capta in  MEDINA came up t o  t h e  group
whi l e  t h e  Na t iona l  P o l i c e  were i n t e r r o g a t i n g  t h e  p r i s o n e r s ?  Is 
t h a t  r i g h t ?  
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A. I d o n ' t  remember. I j u s t  remember a f t e r  the  k n i f e  
inc iden t .  I thought I remembered something about Captain 
MEDINA came around and t a l k e d  t o  Captain KOTOUC, and they 
l e f t .  I th ink  t h a t ' s  what happened. 

Q You remember what they t a lked  about? 

A. ' No. 

Q Was Captain MEDINA p resen t  when t h e  Nat ional  P o l i c e  
took t h e  p r i soners  t o  t h e  d i t c h ?  

A. I ' m  n o t  c e r t a i n ;  I d o n ' t  know. 

Q Afte r  t h e  National Po l i ce  took t h e  p r i soners  t o  
the  d i t c h ,  d i d  you h e a r  s h o t s ?  

-A. Yes. 

Q D i d  you s e e  Captain MEDINA speak t o  t h e  Nat ional  
p o l i c e  a f t e r  t h a t ?  

No. 

Q. And your p resen t  r e c o l l e c t i o n  is  t h a t  you d o n ' t  
r e c a l l  whether Captain MEDINA was p resen t  when t h e  Nat ional  
Po l i ce  s h o t  t h e  p r i soners?  

A. I don ' t ,  remember. 

Q Do you remember how many p r i soners  were s h o t  by
t h e  National Po l i ce?  

A. I th ink  t h e r e  were t h r e e  p r i s o n e r s .  

Q Three? Were they s h o t  a t  t h e  same t ime,  o r  w e r e  
they taken over  one a t  a t ime? 

A. I th ink  it was t h e  same time. 

Q Do you remember i f  one of t h e  policemen d i d  t h e  
shoot ing  o r  whether both of them d id?  

(WATERSTREET) 24  
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A. I t h i n k  both  of them were unloading t h e i r  r i f l e s  
o r  whatever they had. 

Q o  
You d o n ' t  remember what k ind  of weapons they used? 

A. No, I d o n ' t ;  some kind of r i f l e .  

Q- I n  your s ta tement  t o  t h e  C I D ,  M r .  WATERSTREET, you 
were desc r ib ing  t h e  p o l l c e  ques t ioning  t h e  t h r e o  p r i soners .  
You s a i d :  

"A.  The next  t h i n g ,  t h e  p o l i c e  took t h e  
p r i s o n e r s  t o  a d i t c h  and had t h e  p r i soners  
l i e  f a c e  down with arms s t r e t c h e d  i n  f r o n t  
of them. The p o l i c e  then  s h o t  t h e  p r i soners .  
.Whether they were s h o t  i n  t h e  head o r  what, 
I d o n ' t  know," 

and then  a  l i t t l e  l a t e r :  

"Q. HOW long a f t e r  t h e  p o l i c e  and Captain 
MEDINA came around t o  where t h e  o t h e r  capta in  
and t h e  p r i soners  were at, u n t i l  t h e  pr ison-
e r s  were sho t?  

"A,  NO xore +&-an 1 minute. " 

I wonder i f  t h a t  i s  your p resen t  r e c o l l e c t i o n  of t h a t  i n c i d e n t ?  

A. I t h i n k  s o ,  yes .  

Q - So you a r e  under t h e  impression, now, t h a t  Captain 
MEDINA came around t o  speak to .Capra in  KOTOUC and the  po l i ce  
j u s t  about a minute o r  s o  be fo re  t h e  p o l i c e  s h o t  the  p r i soners?  

A. I th ink  so.  I t  was my impression t h a t  he was t a l k i n g  
t o  them. Af ter  t h e  k n i f e  i n c i d e n t ,  t h e  p o l i c e  s t a r t e d  back 
t h e r e  ques t ioning  the  wi tnesses .  Captain MEDINA and Captain 
KOTOUC j u s t  l e f t ,  bu t  t h a t  was my impression. 

Q Captain MEDINA and Captain KOTOUC l e f t ,  and it was 
r i g h t  a f t e r  they l e f t  t h a t  t h e  p r i s o n e r s  were s h o t ,  o r  before  
they  l e f t ?  

A. N o ,  a f t e r  they  l e f t .  
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down and c a p t u r e  them b e f o r e  t h e y -  had a chance t o  reach  t h e  
subhamlet  s o u t h e a s t  o f  My L a i  ( 4 )  (pg. 1 4 )  . LACROSS 
approved t h i s  p l a n ,  and t h u s  WEST, NERIA,  DUSTIN, EMERSON, 
and MCDONALD moved o u t  i n  p u r s u i t  of  t h i s  group which they 
caught  (pg. 1 4 ) .  It  con ta ined  f i v e  mi l i t a ry -age  males 
(pg.  1 4 ) .  I n  chas ing  t h e s e  groups they  d i d  n o t  r each  t h e  
hootches  i n  t h e  subhamlet  (pg. 1 5 ) .  These persons  were 
t aken  t o  t h e  P W s i t e  (pg. 1 4 ) .  

e. F u r t h e r  e v e n t s  i n  My La i  ( 4 ) .  

A s  t h e  squad moved back t o  t h e  v i l l a g e ,  LACROSS 
o rde red  them t o  s e t  up s e c u r i t y  on i t s  s o u t h e a s t e r n  edge 
(pg. 1 5 ) .  ,They went t o  t h e  des igna t ed  a r e a ,  se t  up i n  a 
r i c e  paddy, and s t a y e d  t h e r e  t h e  r e s t  of  t h e  a f t e r n o o n  
awa i t i ng  o r d e r s  (pgs.  15 ,  18)  . He d i d  n o t  see a d i t c h  
f i l l e d  w i t h  bod ie s  t h a t  day. However, a t  one p o i n t  h e  
observed Vietnamese s t a n d i n g  i n  a d i t c h  guarded by G I ' s  
(pg. 1 5 ) .  When h e  passed t h e  d i t c h  l a t e r  he was n o t  c l o s e  
enough t o  see i f  it had any bod ie s  i n  it (pg.  15)  . During 
t h e  day he  observed  t h a t  t h e  p l a toons  were a l l  mingled to -  
g e t h e r  i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  and t h e  men seemed t o  be  moving about  
on t h e i r  own bg.  2 6 ) .  He s a w  between 50 t o  150 bod ie s  
i n  the v i l l a g e  t h a t  day (pg. 25) . 

f. Events  a t  t h e  l a a g e r  s i te .  

A s  t hey  moved e a s t  toward t h e  graveyard  h i s  
squad went through a burn ing  hamlet  i n  which t h e r e  w e r e  dead 
bod ie s  and dead l i v e s t o c k  (pg.  1 8 ) .  H i s  squad d i d  no more 
sea rch ing  and d e s t r o y i n g  (pg. 1 8 ) .  A t  t h e  l a a g e r  s i t e  he 
observed ARVN pe r sonne l  i n t e r r o g a t i n g  s u s p e c t s  about  25 t o  
35 meters  from h i s  p o s i t i o n  (pg. 19 )  . He asked Sergeant  
PHU what w a s  be ing  s a i d  and was t o l d  t h a t  t h e  s u s p e c t s  
w e r e  be ing  informed t h a t  i f  t hey  d i d  n o t  r e v e a l  t h e  where- 
abouts  of t h e  98th  NVA Regiment they  would be  k i l l e d  (pg .19) .  
One man w a s  p l a c e d  i n  a  h o l e  s i x  t o  e i g h t  f e e t  deep and 
50 meters  long and s h o t  t h r e e  t imes  (pg. 1 9 ) .  I n  shoo t ing  
a second man a round went w i l d  and n e a r l y  h i t  a G I  (pg. 19). 
A f t e r  11 t o  1 2  s u s p e c t s  had been k i l l e d  one o f  t h e  remaining 
p r i s o n e r s  s t a t e d  t h a t  t hey  had been t h e r e  t h e  n i g h t  b e f o r e  
and had moved t o  t h e  South China Sea (pg. 20) . A h e l i c o p t e r  
was c a l l e d  i n  t o  remove t h e  r e s t  o f  t h e  s u s p e c t s  (pg. 20 ) .  
The w i t n e s s  heard  about  a f i n g e r  b e i n g  c u t  o f f  a p r i s o n e r ,  
b u t  did n o t  see it (pg. 20) . 
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moving back t o  t h e  r e a r  o r  some-thing. So they had us and 
B Company t o  assemble i n  t h i s  graveyard and t h i s  was 
t o  be our  bivouac a r e a  f o r  t h e  n igh t .  

Once we go t  t o  t h a t  bivouac a r e a  o r  r i g h t  be- 
f o r e  we go t  t o  t h e  bivouac a rea  they s e n t  i n ,  I guess you 
would c a l l .  them, ARVN in te l l ige . ?ce .  However, I d i d n ' t  know 
from which source they came, bu: I know they were supposed t o  
be an i n t e r r o g a t i n g  u n i t .  So t l e y  s e n t  these  ind iv idua l s  
i n .  Well, dur ing  t h i s  time we s t i l l  had--right before  
we go t  t o  t h e  graveyard,  we st111 had our  m i l i t a r y  POW'S 
with u s ,  and we  w a s  informed when we got  t o  t h i s  s i t e  t h a t  we 
t u r n  a l l  P O W ' s  over t o  t h i s  i n t e r r o g a t i o n  u n i t .  During t h a t  
time w e  a l s o  had our  i n t e r p r e t e r  with us ,  a Boy Scout i n t e r p r e t e r  
by the  name of Sergeant PHU. (lore o r  l e s s  he s tuck  with our  
platoon unless  he was with the  command group. 

Once w e  g o t  i n t o  t h e  graveyard we sec t ioned  
o f f  and s t a r t e d  digging i n  f o r  the n igh t  and s e t t i n g  up. 
We s e t  up what they c a l l  a chow a r e a  f o r  t h e  n i g h t ,  a  p lace  
where t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  would be l lnd ing  and dropping o f f  
chow. A f t e r  the  chow had came in,  then these  i n t e r r o g a t o r s ,  
they s t a r t e d  i n t e r r o g a t i n g  thes. m i l i t a r y  P O W ' s .  They was 
t a l k i n g  t o  them n ice .  SGT P H U ,  I say--I can understand 
some of what t h e y ' r e  saying,  b7.t I d o n ' t  understand cause 
they t a l k  r e a l  f a s t - - "Te l l  me, what a r e  they saying t o  
them?" And he w a s  t e l l i n g  m e  - h a t  these  i n t e r r o g a t o r s  
was t e l l i n g  these  Vietnamese si:spects t h a t  we had, t h a t  
they knew t h a t  they w a s  VC, tF,--y had documents saying 
t h a t  they w a s  VC. They wanted t o  know where t h e  NVA 
and 98th oppos i t ion  had gone, 'ind which way d i d  they  go, 
and how long ago d i d  they left. I f  they d i d n ' t  g ive  
them the  information,  they .dere going t o  k i l l  them. 

We were s i t t i n g  no more than about 25 meters ,  
maybe 35 meters away from .;he i r  t e r r o g a t o r s .  They had 
a l a r g e  ho le ,  t h i s  was I ' d  say ;.bout 50 meters long and 
maybe 6 t o  8 f e e t  deep. They were s tanding  by it. The 
f i r s t  guy, he d i d n ' t  t a l k  so they threw him of f  i n  t h e  
hole  and they s h o t  hirr.. The i n t e r r o g a t o r  shot  him, I 
th ink ,  about t h r e e  tines. The next time with the  next  
guy he d i d n ' t  t a l k  and they almost shot  a  G I ,  because t h e  
guy aimed too  high and one of th. b u l l e t s  d i d n ' t  h i t  i n  
the  h o l e . I t  h i t  i n  the a r e a  over  where we were s i t t i n g .  I 
t o l d  PHU,  you know, t o  t e l l  those dumb i n t e r r o g a t o r s  t o  
you know, t o  watch where they we:-e shoot ing.  So 
he h o l l e r e d  up t o  them and, you Imow, the  i n t e r r o g a t o r  

(WEST) 1 9  APP T-246' 



CONFIDENTIAL 

Q. Were you ever  t o l d  n o t  t o  d i scuss  t h e  poss ib le  
unnecessary k i l l i n g  of c i v i l i a n s  on t h i s  opera t ion?  

A. No. 

Q. Did you have any knowledge, o t h e r  than  what you 
t o l d  m e ,  of any U.S. o r  ARVN t o r t u r i n g  VC suspec t s  o r  PW1s? 

A. I saw ARVN do it. 

On t h i s  opera t ion?  

. A. No, n o t  on this operati-on, b u t  t h e r e  was a lot 
of d i f f e r e n t  opera t ions  I was on and seen thein do it, 

Q What techniques--what d i d  they do? 

A. Twist t h e  k n i f e ,  you know,-open t h e i r  s h i r t  and 
s t i c k  them i n  the  c h e s t ,  'you know, j u s t  enoi2gh tc? s t i n . g ,  
And i f  t h a t  d i d n ' t  do any good, he 'd  h i t  him one, They 
couldnlt h i t  hard anyway so, I ,  they'd g e t  another- G I  t o  
h i t  him, you know, put  a  l i t t l e  h u r t  t o  hirn. 

c! Anything o t h e r  than t h a t ?  

A. That w a s  about it. Nc c u t t i n g  off  L ? e  f i n g e r s  
o r  s t u f f  l i k e  t h i s ,  no. 

(2. - D o  you know i f  maxijuana w a s  any problem i n  C 
Company? 

A. No, n o t  r e a l l y .  I guess t h e r e  were guys who 
smoked it, who smoked marijuana. 

Q Dn opera t ions?  

A .  No, heck, no. I d i d n 3 t  see  any. 

a. W e l l ,  we've go t  people t h a t  made s ta tements  t h a t  
i n d i c a t e  t h a t  something wrong happened ac ross  t h a t  br idge  
that day. We've g o t  s ta tements  f r o m  Vietnamese a l s o  ind i -
c a t i n g  that kind of t r a s h .  I want t c  be s u r e  t h a t  you 
d i d n ' t  s e e  anything wrong over  t h e r e  o r  hear  anything wrong 
over  there on t h a t  o t h e r  s i d e .  
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A.  I d o n ' t  know. I j u s t  remember having two o r  t h r e e  
of those  s o l d i e r s  wi th  us .  

Q Did you s e e  any of them i n t e r r o g a t i n g  any of t h e  
Vietnamese? 

A. Yes. 

Q How were they i n t e r r o g a t i n g  them? 

A. They were j u s t  t a l k i n g  t o  them. 

Q D i d  you see  them - - anything i r r e g u l a r ,  unusual? 

A. No. I heard some r e p o r t s  t h a t  they d i d .  

Q- What d i d  you hear? 

A. I heard t h a t  they went by themselves t o  p laces  
and raped t h e  women t h e r e .  

Q. In  t h a t  town? 

- A. T h a t ' s  j u s t  what I heard,. 

Q e  
I n  t h i s  town where a l l  of t h a t  MEDCAP went on? 

A. Yes. 

Q. Who d i d  t h i s ?  

A. I j u s t  heard they d id .  

9. Who d i d  you hea r  did t h i s ?  

A.  I heard t h a t  those  Vietnamese s o l d i e r s  d i d  it. 

Q. Who t o l d  you t h a t ?  

A. I d o n ' t  r e a l l y  know. 

Q. Was it i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  where you he ld  t h e  MEDCAP 
or some o t h e r  l o c a t i o n ?  
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Nat iona l  P o l i c e  i n  t h e  l a a g e r  a r e a  a l though  he d i d  n o t  
see' them dur ing  t h e  movement th rough  My L a i  ( 4 )  i n  t h e  
morning (pgs. 17,  1 8 ) .  H e  s t a t e d  t h a t  t hey  w e r e  i n  a 
group a t  t h e  CP wi th  Captain  MEDINA. H e  d i d  n o t  know any 
o t h e r  o f f i c e r s  who w e r e  w i t h  them (pg. 18)  . Because he was 
busy d igg ing  a foxhole  f o r  t h e  n i g h t ,  he  d i d  n o t  know what 
t h e  Na t iona l  P o l i c e  were doing (pg. 1 8 ) .  H e  d i d  n o t  s e e  
t h e  Na t iona l  P o l i c e  shoo t  anyone, b u t  he  d i d  h e a r  a rumor 
t h a t  one VC was t i e d  t o  a tree where t hey  c u t  o f f  h i s  
f i n g e r  (pgs .  1 8 ,  1 9 ) .  H e  s t a t e d  t h a t  he  d i d  n o t  s e e  it 
because h i s  p l a toon  was on p e r i m e t e r  " r i g h t  by t h e  l ake"  
(pg. 1 9 ) .  

g .  A c t i v i t i e s  on 17  and 18 March. 

The w i t n e s s  s t a t e d  t h a t  when they  l e f t  t h e  
graveyard ,  t hey  headed f o u r  " c l i c k s "  sou th  t o  t h e  r i v e r  
where t h e y  r a n  a c r o s s  ano the r  v i l l a g e  which was d e s e r t e d  
(pg. 1 9 )  . They picked up a nwnber o f  s u s p e c t s  a t  t h a t  
p o i n t ,  who t u r n e d  o u t  t o  be VC,  a cco rd ing  t o  t h e  Na t iona l  
P o l i c e  who d i d  t h e  i n t e r r o g a t i o n  (pg. 1 9 ) .  H e  d i d  n o t  see 
t h e  p r i s o n e r s  be ing  m i s t r e a t e d  (pg. 1 9 ) .  The w i t n e s s  
s t a t e d  t h a t  on 18  March, t hey  went back t o  LZ ~ o t t i e  (pg. 1 9 ) . 
4 .  INVESTIGATIONS CONCERNING THE ASSAULT. 

Wnen they  r e t u r n e d  t o  LZ D o t t i e  on 18 March, t h e  
w i tnes s  d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  t h e  group be ing  m e t  by an o f f i c e r  
(pg. 19). H e  d i d  n o t  t h i n k  t h a t  t hey  t a l k e d  t o  anybody 

when they  r e t u r n e d  (pg. 1 9 ) .  He r e c a l l e d  MEDINA c a l l i n g  
t h e  company t o g e t h e r  and t e l l i n g  them t h a t  "My Lai  ( 4 )  
is under i n v e s t i g a t i o n "  (pgs .  1 9 ,  2 0 ) .  MEDINA d i d  n o t  t e l l  
them he  would back them up, n o r  d i d  he t e l l  them n o t  t o  
t a l k  t o  anyone (pg.  2 0 ) .  The w i t n e s s  thought  t h a t  MEDINA 
s a i d  i f  t h e  i n v e s t i g a t o r s  came around t o  q u e s t i o n  them they  
were t o  coope ra t e  w i th  them (pg. 2 0 ) .  He was never  
ques t ioned  by any i n v e s t i g a t i n g  o f f i c e r ,  n o r  d i d  he  know 
i f  anyone i n  the company was (pg . 21) . He d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  
anyone ever t e l l i n g  them t o  keep q u i e t  about  t h e  i n c i d e n t  
(pg. 2 1 )  The wi tnes s  thought  t h a t  My L a i  ( 4 )  w a s  under 
i n v e s t i g a t i o n  because t h e r e  were r e p o r t e d  c i v i l i a n s  k i l l e d  
i n  t h e  area. H e  d i d  n o t  know i f  MEDINA t o l d  them t h i s  o r  
n o t  (pg. 2 1 ) .  The w i t n e s s  s t a t e d  t h a t  h e  thought  an 
i n v e s t i g a t i n g  o f f i c e r  never  came around t o  s e e  him because 
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A. Right,  they were a t t ached  t o  us ,  I th ink ,  as 
I r e c a l l .  

Q- Did you s e e  them dur ing  t h e  movement through
My Lai ( 4 )  t h a t  morning? 

A. No, I d i d n ' t .  

Q- Did you see  them t h e r e  a t  the  l a a g e r  a r e a ?  

A. Right ,  t h a t ' s  where I f i r s t  -saw -theril. 

Q- What were they doing? 

A. Well, they were i n  a group. I th ink  they were 
a t t ached  to--they were with t h e  CP,  I t h i n k ,  wi th  Captain 
MEDINA. 

Q. You saw Captain MEDINA with them? 

A. Right. 

Q Did you s e e  any o t h e r  o f f i c e r s  with them t h a t  
you knew? 

(Witness nods i n  t h e  negat ive.)  

Q. DO you know what they  were doing? 

A. No, because I was t o o  busy d igging  a foxhole.  
~ e t t i n gready f o r  t h e  n i g h t .  

Q. Did you see  t h e  Nat ional  P o l i c e  shoot  anyone? 

No. 

Q Did you s e e  anyone c u t  t h e  f i n g e r  o f f  a VC 
suspect  who was be ing  quest ioned? 

A. I d id  not see  anyone b u t  I heard t h a t  he--
what do they c a l l  the Vietnamese s p e c i a l  fo rces?  What 
was i t ?  1nterna . t ional  Pol ice?  

Q Well, Nat ional  P o l i c e  i s  what they  a r e . u s -
u a l l y  r e f e r r e d  t o  a s .  

A. I heard t h a t  they  t i e d  one VC t o  a tree where 
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wi th  them and was o f f  w i th  ano the r  squad (pg. 3 4 ) .  

c. Subsequent a c t i v i t y .  

The w i t n e s s  s t a t e d  t h a t  a f t e r  a c e r t a i n  p e r i o d  of 
t ime i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  they  r e c e i v e d  o r d e r s  t o  go and - c o l l e c t  
the  weapons from two VC who had been k i l l e d  by gunship 
(pg. 19 )  . ' He did n o t  r e c a l l  where he  was l o c a t e d  i n  t h e  
v i l l a g e  when h e  headed o u t  i n t o  t h e  paddy (pg.  1 9 ) .  He 
f e l t  t h a t  they had picked up t h e  weapons b e f o r e  they  
e n t e r e d  t h e  v i l l a g e  (pg. 1 9 ) .  He d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  moving 
t o  t h e  subhamlet  o f  Binh Tay and s t a t e d  h e  d i d  r e c a l l  
MEDINA t e l l i n g  them, a f t e r  they  had moved through My ~ a i( 4 ) ,  
t o  cease  f i r e  ( p g s - 2 0 ) .  He was t o l d  t h a t  t h i s  was a s i d e  
t r i p  b u t  h e  d i d  n o t  know t h a t  t hey  were i n  ano the r  v i l l a g e  
(pg. 2 1 ) .  He f e l t  t h a t  eve ry th ing  had happened i n  My Lai  ( 4 )  
( P ~ S  22, 3 6 )  . 

d. Night l a a g e r  p o s i t i o n .  

The w i t n e s s  d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  i f  t hey  l a a g e r e d  f o r  
t h e  n i g h t  a t  a graveyard b u t  s t a t e d  t h a t  he  remembered 
spending an evening i n  a graveyard when t h e  u n i t  was h i t  
(pg. 2 6 ) .  He d i d  r e c a l l  s e e i n g  Na t iona l  P o l i c e  who 

were q u e s t i o n i n g  t h e  v i l l a g e r s  b u t  h e  d i d  n o t  s e e  o r  
know of  any o f f i c e r s  be ing  w i t h  them (pg.  2 7 ) .  He d i d  
n o t  know Capta in  KOTOUC and h e  d i d  n o t  s e e  anyone c u t  o f f  
a suspect!  s f i n g e r  (pg. 27) . He hea rd  t h a t  t h e  Na t iona l  
P o l i c e  s h o t  one o f  t h e  s u s p e c t s  b u t  he d i d  n o t  s e e  it 
(pg. 27 ) .  He r e c a l l e d  tha f the  company was l i f t e d  o u t  on 
t h e  a f t e rnoon  of  18 March and they  r e t u r n e d  t o  LZ D o t t i e  
by  h e l i c o p t e r  (pg. 28)-. 

4.  INQUIRIES CONCERNING THE ASSAULT. 

The w i t n e s s  d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  s e e i n g  any o f f i c e r s  
v i s i t  t h e  u n i t  du r ing  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  (pg.  2 5 ) .  H e  d i d  n o t  
remember be ing  met by an o f f i c e r  on t h e i r  r e t u r n  t o  LZ 
D o t t i e  and s t a t e d  t h a t  he  d i d  n o t  know Colonel  HENDERSON 
(pg. 2 8 ) .  He f e l t  t h a t  he  w a s  n o t  around a f t e r  t h e  l and ing  
(pgs.  28, 2 9 ) .  He d i d  n o t  remember Capta in  MEDINA c a l l i n g  
t h e  u n i t  t o g e t h e r  and informing them t h a t  t h e r e  was an 
i n v e s t i g a t i o n  going on and t h a t  they were n o t  t o  t a l k  
about  it (pg.  29) . He w a s  never  ques t ioned  about  t h e  
i n c i d e n t  and he  does n o t  r e c a l l  o t h e r s  be ing  ques t ioned  
(pg. 2 9 ) .  H e  was never  t o l d  by anyone t o  keep q u i e t  
and h e  d i d  n o t  f e e l  t h e r e  was a coverup o f  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  
(pg. 3 0 ) .  H e  f e l t  t h a t  i f  t h e  u n i t  were ques t ioned  some 
o f  t h e  people  would have t a l k e d  about  t h e  i n c i d e n t  and 
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8 Did you s e e  any National  Po l i ce?  

Yes, I remember t h a t .  

What were they doing? 

A. They was ques t ioning  t h e  v i l l a g e r s  t h a t  w e  
took. They quest ioned them, I guess ,  about what happened 
t o  t h e  enemy, i f  t h e r e  was any weapons around. 

Q Now, t h e r e  were some o f f i c e r s  t h e r e  wi th  them, 
~ r m yo f f i c e r s .  Did you s e e  them, know who they  were? 

A. No. 

Q Did you know.the S 2  of t h e  t a s k  f o r c e ,  Captain 
KOTOUC? 

A .  Did I know him? 

& Y e s .  

No, I d i d n ' t .A.  

Q Did you s e e  any . ~ r n e r i c a no f f i c e r s  t h e r e  during 
t h e  i n t e r r o g a t i o n  p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  i t ?  

A. No. 

Q Did you see anybody c u t  o f f  some f i n g e r s  from 
one of the  suspec t s?  

A. No, I d i d n ' t .  

Q Did you s e e  the  Nat ional  P o l i c e  shoot  any of these  
suspec t s?  

A.  No, b u t  I heard they  s h o t  one. I d i d n ' t  s e e  it 
though. 

Q We have evidence t h a t  during t h e  i n t e r r o g a t i o n  one 
of them had from one t o  t h r e e  f i n g e r s  c u t  o f f  h i s  hand, try-
i n g  t o  make him t a l k .  
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A.  You mean t h e  Vietanmese i n t e r r o g a t i o n  done t h a t ?  
I didn ' t know t h a t .  

Q The evidence i s  t h a t  one of t h e  o f f i c e r s  d i d  it. 

A .  Mac HUTSON, was he .up  he re?  

Q HUTSON, he 's been h e r e .  So has HUTTO. 

A. HUTTO been up h e r e ,  too?  

Q Y e s .  

A. What d i d  HUTSON have t o  say  about i t ?  

Q W e l l ,  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l .  

A. That o t h e r  guy t h a t  t a l k e d  t o  me t a l k e d  t o  him, 
too .  

Q *  The C I D  agent? 

A. What d i d  you say  h i s  l a s t  name was? 

Q. GRAHAM. Our evidence i s  t h a t  Char l i e  Company was 
l i f t e d  ou t  on t h e  af ternoon'  o f  t h e  18th, about 2 days l a t e r .  
Do yzlu r ene rbe r  be ing  t&en back t o  Landing Zone Do-Ltie by 
h e l i c o p t e r ?  

A.  I b e l i e v e  t h a t ' s  r i g h t .  

Q Do you remember be ing  met by an o f f i c e r  who asked 
you ques t ions  r i g h t  a f t e r  you g o t  back? 

3 

A. No, I d o n ' t .  I wasn ' t  t h e r e .  

Q Did you know Colonel HENDERSON, t h e  b r igade  com-
mander? 

A.  No, I d i d n ' t .  

Q. H e  t o l d  u s ,  and a number of o t h e r  people have con-
firmed it, t h a t  he met s e v e r a l  loads  of men coming back. He 
asked them some ques t ions  about what had gone on i n  My Lai  (4) 
the morning of t h e  16th.  You d o n ' t  remember anything l i k e  t h a t ?  
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A. No, s ir ,  I c a n ' t  r e c a l l  see ing  a formal w r i t t e n  , 
r e p o r t  coming i n t o  t h e  headquarters  on o r  about 20 May. 

Q About t h i s  per iod  you were extemely busy, i f  I lm 
n o t  mistaken. 

A .  Y e s ,  sir. We had been. We evacuated Kham Duc 
on Mother's Day on t h e  12th of May, and t h e r e  w e r e  a number 
of opera t ions  going on. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  s p e c i f i c a l l y  what 
opera t ion  we had going on, 

Q. About t h i s  per iod ,  I t h i n k  you.were j u s t  g e t t i n g  
t h e  f i r s t  i n d i c a t i o n  of a fu l l - f l edged  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  and a 
survey t h a t  had t o  be made by d i v i s i o n  headquar ters ,  i f  I am 
c o r r e c t .  Am I not?  I f  I ' m  no t  mistaken, General GALLOWAY was 
appointed t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i n g  o f f i c e r  t o  survey t h e  equipment 
which had been l o s t ?  

A .  Y e s ,  sir. T h a t ' s  r i g h t .  We did  l o s e  a tremendous 
amount of equipment. 

Q. Looking back a t  t h a t  per iod  and t h e  t u r n  of events; 
can you r e c a l l  any document coming i n .which would have 
been a r e p o r t  of i n v e s t i g a t i o n  of t h i s  Son.My i n c i d e n t  
of 1 6  March, which had maybe 20 t o  25 s igned s ta tements  
a t t ached  t o  it? 

A. To t h e  b e s t  of my knowledge, I cannot remember 
t h a t  'document coming i n ,  sir.  

Q - I have scme more papers I want t o  show you, 
General YOUNG. I have he re  Exh ib i t  M-36 and it i s  dated 
12 A p r i l ,  f o r  t h e  commanding o f f i c e r  of t h e  2d ARVN 
Divis ion.  You ' l l  n o t i c e  t h a t  t h e  Vietnamese ve r s ion  i s  
appended t o  it, and underneath you w i l l  s e e  a copy of 
a comparable p i e c e  of propaganda which you have seen  pre-
v ious ly .  Also you w i l l  f i n d  a copy of t h e  v i l l a g e  c h i e f ' s  
and t h e  d i s t r i c t  c h i e f ' s  l e t t e r  t o  t h e  province,  da ted  11 
Apri l .  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q 
testimony 
EARLE? 

(YOUNG) 

Now, l e t  me read you a l i t t l e  b i t  of a d d i t i o n a l  . This  i s  with Major EARLE. Do you know Major 

175 
a 

CONFIDENTIAL 

APP T-19 



CONFIDENTIAL 

t h a t  was i n  t h e  t o p  f o l d e r  o f  t h i s  more o r  l e s s  a r t i l l e r y  
p o l c i y  f i l e .  Th i s  i s  a message d a t e d  1 J u l y  1967 ( l a t e r  
admi t ted  as E x h i b i t  M-72) . The s u b j e c t  i s  : "Double Check 
Procedures  f o r  A r t i l l e r y  U n i t s . "  Although I wrote  t h i s ,  
i t ' s  a p e r s o n a l  message s igned  by General  KNOWLES ,-who 
was t h e n  t h e  t a s k  f o r c e  commander, t o  t h e  major commanders, 
I t  s a y s ,  "KNOWLES sends  f o r  MATHESON, LINNELL , WEARt'--
t hey  were t h r e e  b r i g a d e  commanders--"and YOUNG." I re-
mind you every  o f f i c e r  i n  t h e  a r t i l l e r y  cha in  had t o  read  
t h i s  monthly. Then w e  say  over  h e r e ,  " I n s t r u c t i o n s  i n  t h e  
Task Force Oregon SOP, r e f e r e n c e d  i n  paragraph 1 above, 
must be  complied wi th  a s  r ega rds  a i r  s a f e t y ,  (Sav-a-Plane 
a d v i s o r i e s ) ,  ground s a f e t y ,  c l e a r a n c e  of f i r e s ,  and min-
imiz ing  noncombatant c a s u a l t i e s . "  Y o u ' l l  f i n d  a paragraph 
of t h e  Task Force  Oregon SOP t h e r e  on minimizing noncom-
b a t a n t  c a s u a l t i e s ,  which I p e r s o n a l l y  wrote  i n  t h e r e ,  ex-
t r a c t i n g  from a MACV document: "Most p a r t i c u l a r l y  t h e  re-
s t r i c t i o n s  a g a i n s t  f i r i n g  on hamle ts  and v i l l a g e s  w i l l  
be  complied w i t h . "  There a r e  a number of o t h e r  t h i n g s .  

Q =  I n  app ly ing  a r t i l l e r y  throughout  t h e  A0 of 
t h e  America1 D i v i s i o n ,  d i d  you make any d i s t i n c t i o n  be-
tween t h e  a p p l i c a t i o n  o f  a r t i l l e r y  f i r e  i n  t h e  VC o r  t h e  
V i e t  Cong a r e a s  as compared t o  GVN-controlled a r e a s ?  

A. w e l i ,  f i r s t ,  every  t ime  w e  f i r e d  we had a c l e a r a n c e  
w i t h  t h e  ARVN. Now- i n  t h i s  r e s p e c t ,  I had a p o l i c y  which w a s n ' t  
fo l lowed th roughout  USARV, b u t  which w e  fo l lowed,  r e q u i r i n g  t h e  
d i r e c t  suppor t  a r t i l l e r y  b a t t a l i o n  commander t o  p rov ide  a r t i l l e r y  
l i a i s o n  t o  eve ry  d i s t r i c t  headqua r t e r s  i n  h i s  AO. T h a t ' s  where 
he  c l e a r e d  i t ,  r i g h t  a t  t h e  l owes t  l e v e l .  Now it is  t r u e  t h a t  
a t . t imes  t h e  GVN would d e c l a r e  c e r t a i n  a r e a s  a f r e e - f i r e  a r e a ,  
and t h a t  meant t h a t  t h e y  had warned t h e  occupants  t o  g e t  o u t .  
Anybody l e f t  t h e r e  was supposed t o  be a VC. However, and 
w e  made t h i s  c l e a r ,  t h e  r u l e s  of engagement concern ing  v i l l a g e s  
were s t i l l  t o  be app l i ed .  

Q H e r e ' s  what I g e t  from t h i s  a r ea .  I t  seems t o  be 
p r e t t y  much a u n i v e r s a l  answer. Take t h e  a r e a  of  Son My V i l l a g e  . 
and Son Tinh D i s t r i c t .  The t o p  of- t h e  l i n e  w i l l  have t o  d i p  
f u r t h e r  t o  t h e  east.  Any t ime any f i r e  was r eques t ed  o u t  t h e r e ,  
i t . w a s  an au tomat ice  stamp of app rova l ,  and t h i s  was known by a l l  
t h e  people  t h a t  were concerned,  t h a t  a l l  t hey  had t o  do t o  f i r e  
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any a r t i l l e r y  anyplace t h e r e  w a s  s imply t o  p u t  i n  a r e q u e s t  t o  
d i s t r i c t ,  and an au toma t i c  stamp of approva l  was p u t  on i t  t o  go 
ahead and f i r e .  The a r t i l l e r y  people  knew t h i s .  Was t h i s  e v e r  
c a l l e d  t o  your  a t t e n t i o n ?  This  d o e s n ' t  seem t o  me t o  s t r i k e  t h e  
s p i r i t  of your  r e g u a l t i o n  which you p u t  o u t .  

A. I c e r t a i n l y  would s a y  t h a t  t h e y ' d  be fo l lowing  t h e  
r e g u l a t i o n s  and t h e  c l e a r a n c e  of f i r e  h e r e ,  t h a t  l i g h t  f i r e  re-
ce ived  from a v i l l a g e  would n o t  be t h e  cause t o  f i r e  i n t o  it. 
However, i f  t hey  a r e  r e c i e v i n g  heavy f i r e  t h a t  i n t e r f e r e s  w i th  
t h e i r  miss ion ,  i f  t h e y ' r e  pinned down, a s  has  happened many t i m e s  
from people  i n  t h e  v i l l a g e ,  t hen  they  would o r d e r  t h e  a r t i l l e r y  
i n .  

Q T h a t ' s  a combat s i t u a t i o n .  

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  

Q But how about  a s i t u a t i o n  l i k e  p u t t i n g  a r t i l l e r y  
preps  on popula ted  a r e a s ?  I n  t h i s  s i t u a t i o n  it was planned t o  
p u t  it on t h e  wes t e rn  s i d e  of  t h e  v i l l a g e .  A s  a m a t t e r  o f  f a c t ,  
t h e  d i r e c t i v e  was t o  p u t  it r i g h t  on t h e  v i l l a g e ,  you see. I t  
d i d n ' t  go t h e r e  t o  t h e  b e s t  of  o u r  knowledge, b u t  t h a t  w a s  what 
t h e  d i r e c t i v e  was. 

A. W e l l ,  t h e  way it i s  normally handled,  s p e c i f i e d  i n  
t h e  SOP, t h e  a r t i l l e r y  l i a i s o n  o f f i c e r  i s  up i n  t h e  a i r  w i t h  t h e  
b a t t a l i o n  commander, and he normal ly  a d j u s t s  i n  t h e  prep.  I seem 
t o  remember t a l k i n g  t o  Colonel  LUPER, t h a t  t h e  prep  w a s  a d j u s t e d  
by t h e  a r t i l l e r y  l i a i s o n  o f f i c e r ,  i t  w a s n ' t  on a v i l l a g e ,  and 
t o  t h e  b e s t  of h i s  knowledge nobody was k i l l e d  i n  t h i s  p rep .  

Q I want t h a t  made f o r  t h e  r eco rd .  Would you r e p e a t
t h a t  aga in ,  p l e a s e ?  

A. W e l l ,  I ' m  n o t  s u r e  of t h i s ,  b u t  I seem t o  remember 
t a l k i n g  t o  Colonel  LUPER, and it was probably a f t e r  t h e  t h i n g  
came o u t  on t e l e v i s i o n ,  because I c a n ' t  remember. 

Q You mean it wasn ' t  back i n  t h a t  t i m e  frame? 

A. No, I c a n ' t  remember it i n  t h a t  t ime frame. The 
prep  was a d j u s t e d  from a h e l i c o p t e r .  
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s i t u a t i o n  l i k e  t h a t  and t h e y ' r e  t a k i n g  c a q u a l t i e s ,  t hey  should  
use  t h e  f i r epower  t o  g e t  o u t  of  t h e  s i t u a t i o n .  That  i s  roughly 
t h e  way we p u t  it t o  them. 

Q. This  makes sense .  But u n t i l  you do g e t  i n t o  a 
s i t u a t i o n  such a s  t h a t ,  you c e r t a i n l y - - I  d o n ' t  t h i n k  it was 
e v e r  your i n t e n t  t o  j u s t  w i l l y - n i l l y  l a y  f i r e  on popula ted  a r e a s .  
Now i f  you had a m i l i t a r y  t a r g e t  even i n  t h e  middle of a 
v i l l a g e ,  where you had a d e f i n i t e  m i l i t a r y  t a r g e t  t h e r e ,  com-
mon sense  would d i c t a t e  t o  f i r e  on it. 

A. Our r u l e s  of engagement which--and I t h i n k  t h e s e  
t h r e e  documents should  be p r o p e r l y  e n t e r e d  i n t o  your  procedures--
s p e l l  o u t  t h e  c l e a r a n c e  of f i re .  I copied t h i s  r i g h t  o u t  of  a 
MACV document . 
Q Y e s ,  I ' m  w e l l  f a m i l i a r  w i t h  it. 

A. And w e ' r e  n o t  t o  f i r e  on them, s i r ,  w i t h i n  1,000 
meters of  a v i l l a g e  and s o  f o r t h .  I a l s o  have i n s t r u c t i o n s  
t h a t  a r e  i n  one of t h e s e  messages t h a t  t h e y  would update t h e i r  
maps i n  each d i r e c t  s u p p o r t  b a t t a l i o n ,  because many of t h e  maps 
i n d i c a t e  v i l l a g e s  where t h e r e  a r e n ' t  v i l l a g e s ,  and then  r e fugee  
v i l l a g e s  had s t r u c k  up t h a t  a r e n ' t  shown on t h e  maps--that t hey  
would update  t h e i r  maps by c o o r d i n a t i o n  wi th  t h e  d i s t r i c t  
headqua r t e r s  and by a e r i a l  o b s e r v a t i o n ,  and keep t h a t  updated map 
i n  checking f o r  compliance w i t h  t h i s .  I have a message i n  h e r e  
t o  t h a t  e f f e c t ,  s i r .  

Q W e l l ,  a g a i n ,  I would j u s t  wonder why t h a t  w a s n ' t  
done. I d o n ' t  remember s p e c i f i c a l l y  which one it was t o  whom 
t h i s  q u e s t i o n  was asked,  e i t h e r  Captain  GAMBLE o r  Captain  
VAZQUEZ, i n  t a l k i n g  about  t h i s  a r e a  o u t  i n  h e r e  t h a t  was VC 
area, whether t h e y  k e p t  t r a c k  of t h e s e  a r e a s .  And t h e  answer 
w a s  nega t ive .  They w e r e  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  Highway 1 which was a no-
f i r e  zone. They w e r e  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  t h e  GVN-controlled a r e a .  
But o u t  t h e r e ,  I g o t  t h e  impress ion  t h a t  t h e y  cou ld  c a r e  l e s s .  

A. W e l l ,  undoubtedly t h i s  area--I 'm n o t  s u r e  of t h i s - -
I b e l i e v e  t h a t  t h i s  was an a r e a  where t h e  GVN had warned them 
a l l  t o  evacuate--

Q* ( I n t e r p o s i n g ) .  They had. 

A. And t h o s e  t h a t  remained--
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Q. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  W e  d i d  no t  comply w i t h  GVN and ARVN 
r e g u l a t i o n s  i n  t h a t  s ense .  

A. How i s  t h a t ,  s i r ?  

Q. . W e l l ,  I mean i n  t h e  s ense  of p l a c i n g  f i r e  on an 
i n h a b i t e d  a r e a .  Even though they  may c a l l  it a f r e e - f i r e  zone 
does n o t  n e c e s s a r i l y  mean t h a t  w e  f i r e  on a popu la t ed  a r ea .  
T h a t ' s  what I mean. 

A. This  i n s t r u c t i o n  which I read  t o  you e a r l i e r ,  which 
they  a l l  had, we don't--we comply wi th  r u l e s  and r e g u l a t i o n s  
even when r eques t ed  by t h e  ARVN. I t h i n k  t h a t  w a s  s p e c i f i c  enough. 

Q W e l l ,  s o  much f o r  t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  a s p e c t  o f  it. 
Were you e v e r  w i t h  Colonel  LUPER i n  v i s i t i n g ,  I t h i n k  it was, 
your D/6/11 a t  Up t igh t ,  and t a l k i n g  t o  Captain  GABLE? 

A. I remember v i s i t i n g  it and t a l k i n g  t o  Capta in  GAMBLE, 
b u t  I d o n ' t  remember doing it wi th  Colonel  LUPER. I h a b i t u a l l y  
d i d n ' t  w a i t  t o  g e t  t h e  d i r e c t  suppor t  b a t t a l i o n  commander. I 
v i s i t e d  on a l l  t h e  f i r e  bases ,  and observed,  and i f  t h e r e  w a s  
something wrong t h a t  I wanted c o r r e c t e d ,  t h e n  I would go c a l l  on 
Colonel LUPER and t e l l  him what w a s  wrong. 

Q. L e t  m e  r e a d  t o  you j u s t  a l i t t l e  b i t .  H e r e  I am 
r ead ing  t o  Colonel  LUPER some tes t imony from Captain  G N L E .  

"Q. Who was your DIVARTY commander? 

"A. (CPT GAMBLE) c o l o n e l  YOUNG a t  t h a t  t i m e ,  
s i r .  

"Q. Do you remember h i s  f i r s t  name? 

"A. No, I 'do n o t  remember h i s  f i r s t  name because 
he l e f t  a lmost  immediately,  about  a week l a t e r ,  t o  
CONUS. He approached me and asked m e  g e n e r a l l y  
how t h i n g s  w e r e  go ing ,  and I mentioned t o  him t h a t  
w e  p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  t h e  My L a i  o p e r a t i o n  and t h a t '  
w e  had been c r e d i t e d  a long  wi th  an a i r  s t r i k e  t h a t  
had occu r red  a s  having a  body count  of  6 9 .  T o  
t h e  b e s t  of my memory, s ir ,  he was accompanied by 
my b a t t a l i o n  commander. 
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A. I n  bo th  t h e  Task Force Oregon SOP and t h e  America1 
DIVARTY SOP, I r e q u i r e d  t h e  d i r e c t  s u p p o r t  b a t t a l i o n  corrsecders 
t o  make l i a i s o n ,  have an a c t u a l  l i a i s o n  team w i t h  r a d i o  f o r  the 
purpose o f  o b t a i n i n g  c l ea rance  of f i r e s .  I f  my memory s e r v e s  
me r i g h t ,  t h e r e  was one ove r  h e r e  someplace. 

Son Tinh D i s t r i c t ?  

A. Son Tinh D i s t r i c t ,  I t h i n k .  Wouldn't t h i s  be  i n  
Song Tinh D i s t r i c t  ( i n d i c a t i n g ) ?  

MR MACCRATE: Y e s ,.. it would be .  

A. Y e s .  W e l l ,  t h e r e  w a s  one t h e r e .  Now t h e n ,  i f  t h e  
d i s t r i c t  gave them a b l a n k e t  c l e a r a n c e  f o r  a  c e r t a i n  a r e a ,  t hen  
they  f u l f i l l e d  t h e  t e c h n i c a l  p a r t  of  t h a t .  The s p i r i t  of  t h e  
MACV r u l e s  o f  engagement, though,  i s  something e l s e .  I remember 
making t h i s  p o i n t  t o  t h e  11 th  Brigade o f f i c e r s ,  t h a t  we d o n ' t  
j u s t  k i l l  women and c h i l d r e n  because t h e y  happen t o  be  i n  a VC 
a r e a .  

MR WALSH: I wonder, c o l o n e l ,  i f  you could  s i m p l i f y  a l i t t l e  
b i t  f o r  us your r e c o l l e c t i o n  o f  h e a r i n g  something about women 
and c h i l d r e n  b e i n g  k i l l e d  i n  t h i s  o p e r a t i o n  i n  a c lo sed  b r i e f -  
i ng .  'DO you r e a l l y  have anyth ing  fu r the r - -  

A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  No, I c a n ' t  remember t h a t .  Nothing 
about t h i s  i n c i d e n t  w a s  brought  t o  my a t t e n t i o n  i n  any way t h a t  
would be  unusual  o t h e r  t han  I k i n d  of f e l t ,  when I hea rd  Cap- 
t a i n  MEDINA on t h e  t e l e v i s i o n ,  t h a t  I had heard  t h a t  s t o r y  be- 
f o r e  i n  ano the r  form and perhaps  w i th  n o t  s o  many k i l l e d .  

Q .  Capta in  MEDINA1-s s t o r y  ..about--

A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  On t e l e v i s i o n  I t h i n k  h e  s a i d  some-
t h i n g  l i k e  28  c i v i l i a n s  were k i l l e d  i n  a c r o s s f i r e .  

Q - And o t h e r  t han  t h e  r e c o l l e c t i o n  t h a t  you had heard 
it, it sounded f a m i l i a r  o r  you had hea rd  i t  before--or  some-
t h i n g  s i m i l a r - -  

A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Y e s ,  it sounded--you know, t h a t  
w a s  t h e  f i r s t  t h i n g  about  t h i s  i n c i d e n t  t h a t  sounded f a m i l i a r .  
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