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SUMMARY OF TESTIMONY 

WITNESS: TREXLER, Tommy P. ,  COL 

DATE OF TESTIMONY: 19 December 1969 

PLACE OF TESTIMONY: Pentagon 

WITNESS SUSPECTED OF: N/A 

COUNSEL: None 

DUTY ASSIGNMENT ON 16 MARCH 1968: G2, Americal ~ i v i s i o n .  

1. PREOPERATIONAL PLANS AND BRIEFINGS. 

Although he d i d  n o t  a t t e n d  t h e  b r i e f i n g s ,  Colonel 
TREXLER s t a t e s  t h a t  from n e i t h e r  t h e  a r e a  a long t h e  c o a s t  
n o r  o t h e r  popula ted  a r e a s  had he e v e r  heard  a r e p o r t  t h a t  
a l l  t h e  people  o f  a v i l l a g e  would be  gone t o  t h e  market 
p l a c e  a t  0700 (pgs. 23, 2 4 ) .  H e  would expec t  some of t h e  
people  t o  b e  t h e r e  a t  any t i m e  u n l e s s  they  had been a l e r t e d  
t o  l e a v e  (pg. 24) .  

2'. INQUIRIES CONCERNING THE ASSAULT. 

. a. Susp ic ions  r a i s e d  by t h e  r a t i o  of  K I A  t o  weapons 
c a ~ t u r e d .  

The w i t n e s s  s t a y e d  a b r e a s t  o f  a l l  s i g n i f i c a n t  
a c t i o n s  by use  of t h e  Americal Div i s ion  log .  H e  considered 
t h e  l a r g e  body count  t h a t  was r e p o r t e d  t o  be s i g n i f i c a n t  
(pg. 4 ) .  H e  f e l t  t h a t  i t e m  number 28 . i n  t h e  l o g ,  which 
i n d i c a t e d  a body count  of  69 a t  0940 hours ,  was i n d i c a t i v e  
of  a good o p e r a t i o n  (pg. 5 ) .  The o p e r a t i o n a l  r e s u l t s  
were p r e s e n t e d  t o  t h e  d i v i s i o n  s t a f f  a t  t h e  evening 
b r i e f i n g  (pg. 5 )  . H e  f e l t  t h a t  t h e  r a t i o  of VC K I A ' s  
t o  i n d i v i d u a l  weapons cap tu red  was abnormal b u t  n o t  
extremely unusual  because t h e  enemy w a s  o f t e n  armed wi th  
only  a hand grenade. There w a s  always an imbalance i n  t h e  
r a t i o .  For  a body count  o f  t h i s  s i z e ,  a c a p t u r e  of 30 
weapons would have been more normal (pg. 5 ) .  There was 
no KIA.  break  down by company i n  t h e  o p e r a t i o n a l  r e p o r t  
g iven a t  t h e  evening b r i e f i n g  (pg. 6) , .  
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wi th  t r a n s l a t i n g  documents t h a t  they  rece ived  (pg. 2 8 ) .  
He s ta ted  t h a t  he r e l i e d  on b r i g a d e  M I  detachments t o  
s i f t  through informat ion  and r e p o r t  s i g n i f i c a n t  m a t e r i a l .  

d.  I n  e x p l a i n i n g  E x h i b i t  M - 5 ,  an SOP which s t a t e d ,  
"Deny needed food s t u f f s  t o  t h e  enemy", t h e  w i t n e s s  
s t a t e d  t h a t  t h i s  w a s  i n t e r p r e t e d  a s  meaning t o  c o l l e c t  
e x c e s s i v e  amounts o f  rice which w e r e  beyond t h e  needs 
o f  t h e  people  (pgs.  18,  1 9 ) .  This  r i c e  would be moved 
t o  Quang Ngai o r  An Dinh where it would be r e a i s t r i b u t e d  
o r  h e l d  and i s s u e d  t o  t h e  people.  The u n i t s  were expected 
t o  l e a v e  s u f f i c i e n t  food s t u f f s  t o  s u s t a i n  l i f e  (pg. 1 9 ) .  
H e  a l s o  s t a t e s  t h a t  any s u b s t a n t i a l  q u a n t i t i e s  of food could  
n o t  be des t royed  wi thou t  d i v i s i o n  approval  (pg. 1 9 ) .  
Normally, G5 monitored t h i s  (pg. 20) .  I f  a l a r g e  cache 
was uncovered it would be  tu rned  over  t o  t h e  GVN (pg.20).  

e. The w i t n e s s  examined E x h i b i t  D-1 ,  MACV D i r e c t i v e  
20-4 and a p p l i e d  phrases  from it t o  t h e  t r ea tment  of 
c i v i l i a n s  by, t h e  Na t iona l  P o l i c e  (pgs. 20, 2 1 ) .  He s t a t e d  
t h a t  he  was f a m i l i a r  wi th  E x h i b i t  M-8 ,  I11 MAF o r d e r  
5820.1 because they  opera ted  under I11 MAF and made s u r e  
t h a t  they  complied wi th  t h e  r e g u l a t i o n s  (pg. 20) . 

f .  The w i t n e s s  s t a t e d  t h a t  he had read  E x h i b i t  M-9, 
America1 le t ter  d a t e d  24 March 1968. He thought  t h a t  
General  KOSTER wrote t h e  m a j o r i t y  of  i t ,  g e t t i n g  h i s  
in fo rmat ion  from G2, G3 and t h e  Provost  Marshal (pg. 2 6 ) .  
H e  d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  any d i s c u s s i o n  concerning t h e  document 
nor  d  i d  he know what prompted it (pg. 26) . 

g.  During February,  they  suspec ted  an enemy b u i l d  
up i n  Quang Ngai (pg. 2 6 ) .  The 48th VC Ba t t a lnon  opera ted  
i n  t h a t  area: H e  r e c a m  an i n s t a n c e  o f  a MACV 
i n t e l l i g e n c e  summary r e p o r t i n g  t h a t  122 r o c k e t s  were be ing 
moved i n t o  t h e  a r e a  and t i e d  them i n  wi th  t h e  48th which 
he cons idered  a l o c a l  o p e r a t i o n  wi thou t  NVA (pg. 2 7 ) .  

h .  H e  had weekly d i s c u s s i o n s  wi th  Colonel BLACKLEDGE 
regard ing  propaganda r e p o r t s  (pgs. 2 7 ,  2 8 ) .  The wi tness  
s t a t e d  t h a t  he  p laced  more s i g n i f i c a n c e  on PW r e p o r t s ,  
cap tu red  documents, and o t h e r  r e p o r t s  than  he d i d  on 
propaganda documents (pg. 28) .  H e  p o i n t e d  o u t  t h a t  t h e  
document could  have been t r a n s l a t e d  a t  b r igade  l e v e l  o r  
a t  d i v i s i o n  l e v e l  because of t h e  problem d e s c r i b e d  i n  
paragraph 4c, s u p r a  (pgs.28, 29) .  
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EXHIBITS 

EXHIBIT 
 

NUMBER DESCRIPTION ' NOTES 	 	 PAGES 
r j W i t  a p p l i e d  p a r a  2 ( 

_D-l MACV D i r e c t i v e  20-4 land 59- t o  a c t i o n s  (
lof Na t iona l  Police.1 
I _ 	 	 1 20,21
l W l t  s t a t e d  t h a t  lt I 

America1 Req 525-4 was probably 
- c i r c u l a t e d  p r i o r  t o  
p u b l i c a t i o n .- 2 4  
W i t  thinks he 

~i rec6ive525-3 read it. 20  
TAN'S l e t t e r  t o  K H I E N ,  

[ t r u e d )  W i t  had n o t  seen.  18 
I W i t  was t a m i l l a r  
I 

America1 l o g  	  	 w i t h  t h e  l a r g e  
body count .  

4 , s  
W i t  was r a m l l l a r  

I11 MAF Order 5820.1 wi th  t h e  a d e r .  20 
W i t  f e e l s  KOSTER 

a 1  let ter .24Mar68 	  	wrote i t ,  does n o t  
r e c a l l  any d i s -  
cuss ion  of  it. 26 
Reference t o  

TF Barker  loq  	  	 c i v i l i a n  c a s u a l t i e g .  7 
These were n o t  I 
 


E-14 Black and whi te  photos 1 seen  b u t  should  I 
 

t h r u  ( have been g lven 
  

P-17 I t o  him b y . ~ 1 0 .  
  


I W i t  had n o t  i 
 
R- 1 1 HENDERSON'S r e p o r t  seen .  1 1 2  
  

I 	 	 I 
R- 2 BARKER'S r e p o r t .  	  , W i t  had n o t  seen .  1 0  
  

' w i t  p o i n t s  o u t  
  
MAP-4 Map 6739 I1 	 where a m i s - 


t r e a t e d  P W  was 
 
captured .  
  2 2  

(TREXLER) 6 SUM APP T-30 
r'OR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

SUMMARY OF TESTIMONY 

WITNESS: TREXLER, Tommy P.  COL 

DATE' OF TESTIMONY: 13  February 1970 

PLACE OF TESTIMONY: Pentagon 

WITNESS SUSPECTED OF: N/A 

COUNSEL: None 

DUTY ASSIGNMENT ON 16 MARCH 1968: G2, America1 Division.  

1. BACKGROUND INFORMATION. 

a .  Explanation of t he  general  s t a f f .  

The witness  s t a t e d  t h a t  t he  commanding genera l ,  
along with t h e  general  s t a f f ,  would rece ive  the  afternoon 
b r i e f i n g  i n  t h e  command b r i e f i n g  room every evening 
(pg. 31) .  A f t e r  t h a t  b r i e f i n g  t h e  G2, G3, t he  d iv i s ion  
a r t i l l e r y  o f f i c e r ,  t he  a s s i s t a n t  d iv i s ion  commanders, and 
the  ch i e f  o f  s t a f f  would proceed t o  General KOSTERts o f f i c e  
f o r  an i n t e l l i g e n c e  b r i e f i n g  (pg. 31) . A t  t he  conclusion 
of  the  i n t e l l i g e n c e  b r i e f i n g  the  av i a t i on  o f f i c e r  would 
come i n  and presen t  t he  he l i cop te r  s i t u a t i o n  f o r  the  
following day (pg. 32) .  The witness  s t a t e d  t h a t  he had f u l l  
au tho r i t y  from General KOSTER t o  perform as  he thought 
a G2 should funct ion (pg. 32) . He c i t e d  an example where 
he had an argument with General KOSTER, which d i s tu rbed  
Colonel PARSON t o  the  po in t  t h a t  PARSON went i n  and asked 
the  general  about it. The general  t o l d  PARSON t h a t  i f  
TREXLER "acted any o t h e r  way he would no t  be wanted a s  t he  
G2" (pg. 40) .  The witness  d i d  no t  th ink t h a t  t he  G3 
had t h e  same degree of l a t i t u d e  (pg. 4 0 ) .  He d i d  say 
t h e  G3 was doing h i s  job i n  b r i e f i n g  t h e  commanding 
general  (pg. 33) . 

The ch ie f  of  s t a f f .  

The witness  f e l t  t h a t  b a s i c a l l y  t he  chief  of 
s t a f f - h a d  t h e  au tho r i t y  t o  do h i s  job and coordinate  the  
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s t a f f  (pg. 33) . H e  f e l t  t h a t  t h e  most s i g n i f i c a n t  accom­
plishment of t h e  ch ie f  of s t a f f ,  which he had witnessed,  
was t h e  revamping of  t h e  opera t ions  cen te r  (pg. 34) . The 
ch ie f  of  s t a f f  had a meeting with o f f i c e r s  who were going 
i n  t o  see the  genera l ,  before  they went i n ,  t o  determine 
what w a s  going t o  be discussed (pg. 34) .  He had meetings 
once' a week in which he gave guidance ou t  t o  t he  e n t i r e  
s t a f f  (pg. 34)  . H e  d i d  no t  f e e l  t h a t  PA=ONts r e l a t i o n s h i p  
wi th  t h e  general  was on t h e  same l e v e l  as  t h a t  of 
Colonel MUSSER, t h e  former chief  of s t a f f  (pg. 4 1 ) .  He 
s t a t e d  t h a t  he was no t  happy about t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  
between t h e  genera l  and the  ch ie f  of s t a f f  (pg. 4 1 )  . He 
f e l t  t h a t  PARSON w a s  l ack ing  i n  combat perspec t ive .  He 
mentioned the  ch ie f  o f  s t a f f  p u t t i n g  up white fences 
and p l an t ing  g ra s s ,  which both t h e  wi tness  and the  G3 
r e s i s t e d  (pg. 42)  . He s t a t e d  t h a t  t he  remodeling of t he  
TOC displayed a l ack  of  combat perspec t ive  and t h a t  t h i s  
caused f r i c t i o n  among t h e  s t a f f .  The witness  d i d  not  
f e e l  t h a t  it had degraded o r  preventedhimor h i s  s t a f f  
from doing t h e i r  job t o  t h e  b e s t  of  t h e i r  a b i l i t y  (pg.42).  

c. Ass i s t an t  d iv i s ion  commanders. 

The witness  pointed ou t  t h a t  one of t h e  ADCs 
w a s  p r imar i ly  o r i en t ed  toward combat opera t ions  while 
t h e  o t h e r  was pointed towards l o g i s t i c s  and t h e  
adminis t ra t ive  work (pg. 35) . During t h e  wi tness  ' t ou r  
General RYDER, General YOUNG, and General GALLOWAY were 
the  ADCs (pg. 35) .  General KOSTER gave General YOUNG a 
f r e e  hand t o  opera te  bu t  no t  t o  t he  same degree t h a t  
KBSTER had given a f r e e  hand t o  RYDER (pg. 35) .  The 
witness  s t a t e d  t h a t  he would accompany YOUNG approximately 
once a week qnd YOUNG would pass on ind iv idua l  guidance 
t o  t he  br igade and b a t t a l i o n  commanders (pg. 35) . H e  was 
no t  s u r e  of YOUNG'S au tho r i t y  f o r  approving b a t t a l i o n  o r  
br igade opera t ions  and f e l t  t h a t  KOSTER had the  f i n a l  approv-1: 
(pg. 35) 

d. Ba t t a l i on  operat ions .  

The witness  discussed a hypothe t ica l  example i n .  
which General KOSTER approved, through br igade headquar ters ,  
a b a t t a l i o n  operat ion.  In t e l l i gence  from d iv i s ion  l e v e l  was 
passed t o  t h e  br igade and from t h e  brigade it would be 
passed back up t o  t h e  d iv i s ion  (pg. 36) .  Plans f o r  operatio; : :  
were no t  i n  w r i t t e n  form and would come e i t h e r  t o  the  
operat ions  c e n t e r ,  through channels o r  through a l i a i s o n  
o f f i c e r  (pg. 37) . Most operat ions  were fragmentary, with a n  
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overlay of t h e  concept of t he  opera t ion .  They were not  
formal w r i t t e n  plans  with i n t e l l i g e n c e  annexed (pg. 37) .  

2 .  PLANN1:NG OF THIS OPERATION. 

The witness  s t a t e d  he d i d  no t  s ee  a plan f o r  t h i s  
operat ion and he f e l t  t h a t  t he re  was none and t h a t  it was 
the  concept t h a t  was approved (pg. 38) . I n  t he  i n t e l l i g e n c e  
f o r  t he  opera t ion  he d i d  not  remember any mention of any 
s p e c i f i c  s i z e  enemy force  being i n  the  a r ea .  He f e l t  t h a t  
normally t h e  48th Local Force Ba t t a l i on  operated i n  the  
general  a r ea  south of  t he  Batangan Peninsula.  The witness 
s t a t e d  t h a t  information on the  l oca t ion  of t h e  48th Local 
Force Ba t t a l i on  would no t  be given t o  Task Force Barker 
from him as  t h e  G2 (pg. 38) . In  d i scuss ing  the  operat ion 
he remembered an extension of  t he  A0 being approved, bu t  
not  on the  b a s i s  of  t h e  presence of t he  48th Bat ta l ion  
(pg. 39) . There was nothing more than a  suspic ion t h a t  the  
48th Local Force Ba t t a l i on  operated i n  t h a t  general  a rea  
(pg. 39) . Because, t h e  a r ea  was VC i n f e s t e d  and had 
poss ib le  elements of  t he  48th Local Force Ba t t a l i on ,  t he  
witness s t a t e d  he would have been convinced of t h e  
j u s t i f i c a t i o n  f o r  an operat ion i n  t he  a r ea  (pg. 39 ) .  He 
d id  no t  know i f  t h i s  operat ion was s p e c i f i c a l l y  approved 
by t h e  commanding general  (pg. 39) . 
3. THE TRIP WITH GENERAL YOUNG ON THE HELICOPTER. 

The witness  r e c a l l e d  accompanying General YOUNG on 
a  h e l i c o p t e r  t r i p  i n  which they switched t h e i r  earphones 
to -  p r i v a t e  conversation (pg. 43) . YOUNG discussed i n  
general  terms the  unnecessary des t ruc t ion  on t h e  operat ion.  
The witness  could not  say whether it w a s  a r t i l l e r y  f i r e ,  
h e l i c o p t e r s ,  o r  t h e  ground forces  t h a t  brought about t he  
des t ruc t ion  (pg. 43) .  He d i d  no t  r e c o l l e c t  YOUNG saying 
anything s p e c i f i c  about burning o r  animals, o r  t h e  l eve l ing  
of t he  a r e a  (pg. 43) .  He d id  no t  r e c o l l e c t  YOUNG mentioning 
unnecessary burning and des t ruc t ion  i n  more than one 
v i l l a g e  (pgs. 43, 4 4 ) .  The witness s t a t e d  t h a t  h i s  general  
impression was t h a t  t he  u n i t s  involved were over-aggressive 
(pg. 56 ) .  He he ld  t h a t  YOUNG was concerned t h a t  people had 
gone beyond what w a s  considered proper conduct, b u t  he d id  
not  r e c a l l  any d i scuss ion  of p a r t i c u l a r  p e r s o n a l i t i e s  
(pg. 5 7 ) .  He d i d  no t  remember YOUNG s t a t i n g  "some heads 
a r e  going t o  r o l l , "  b u t  YOUNG poss ibly  d i d  d i scuss  t he  
value of r e t a i n i n g  Task Force Barker (pg. 5 7 ) .  
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The wi tness  was shown ~ a x i o u spropaganda e x h i b i t s  CSee 
-bit L i s t ,  i n f r a l .  He i nd i ca t ed  t h a t  he had not  seen o r  
d id  no t  recall'exhibits @gs. 44-48, 55) .  He s t a t e d  
t h a t  mos t  of  t h e  propaganda information he rece ived ,  he d id  
no t  r e c a l l  as being v a l i d  Cpg. 4 4 1 .  The witness  s t a t e d  t h a t  
i f  t h e  propaganda had been given t o  a s e n i o r  o f f i c e r  i n  t he  
d iv i s ion  it should have been passed on t o  him a s  G 2  (pg. 45) .  
He s t a t e d  t h a t  he was su rp r i s ed  thatExhibi t  M-29, TAN'S 
letter t o  =EN, had been given t o  a s e n i o r  o f f i c e r  i n  t h e  
d iv i s ion  and had no t  been passed along t o  t he  G 2  (pg. 471. 
Discussing i n t e l l i g e n c e  r e p o r t s ,  t he  wi tness  s t a t e d  t h a t  he 
received r e p o r t s  from t h e  PIC i n  Quang ~ g a i ,bu t  he d i d  not  
say how f requent ly  he rece ived  r epo r t s  [pg. 491. They had a 
permanent l i a i s o n  o f f i c e r  i n  t h e  Quang Ngai a r ea ,  a s  opposed 
t o  t h e  l l t h  Brigade who would send a  man t o  Quang Ngai 
occas iona l ly ,  t o  pick up information Cpg. 491. H e  d i d  not  
r e c a l l  t h e  name of t h e  LO i n  Quang Ngai. The witness  s t a t e d  
he d i d  no t  r e c a l l  a r e p o r t  coming from Quang Ngai which 
ind ica t ed  t h a t  the VC were d i s t r i b u t i n g  propaganda ind ica t ing  
four  t o  f l v e  hundred c i v i l i a n s  had been s laughtered (pg. 50) .  
He s t a t e d  it w a s  pos s ib l e  t h a t  h i s  m i l i t a r y  i n t e l l i g e n c e  
people could have turned t h e  r e p o r t  over t o  t h e  l l t h  Brigade 
f o r  ana lys i s  @g. 511. He d i d  no t  know why t h i s  r e p o r t  which 
ind ica t ed  propaganda concerning a d iv i s ion  u n i t ,  was not  
brought t o  h i s  a t t e n t i o n  @gs. 50, 51) .  The witness  s t a t e d  
t h a t  t h e  l i a i s o n  o f f i c e r  would r epo r t  t o  him and b r i e f  him 
on t h e  developments, b u t  he had no knowledge of t h i s  s p e c l f i c  
i nc iden t  Cpg. 5 2 ) .  The l i a i s o n  o f f i c e r s  would r e p o r t  t o  
Major DORF (pg. 53) .  

5.' DISCUSSION WITH CHAPLAIN LEWIS. 

The witness  was t o l d  of  Chaplain LEWIS' statement 
i n d i c a t i n g  t h a t  TREXLER had b e e n ~ p r e s e n t  with BALMER when 
the  chaplain  complained t o  BALMER about t he  i nc iden t  
Cpgs. 58, 591. The witness  s a i d  he d i d  no t  r e c a l l  Chaplain 
LEWIS t a l k i n g  t o  BALMER Cpg. 591, buthaving known t h a t  YOUNG 
w a s  aware of t h e  i nc iden t ,  he would no t  have paid  t he  chaplain 
"a g r e a t  d e a l  of a t t en t ion ' '  f e e l i n g  t h e  problem was a l ready 
i n  t h e  command channels Cpg. 601. He pointed ou t  t h a t  very 
r a r e l y  was he i n  t he  G3 o f f i c e  Cpg. 60);. He s t a t e d  the  
chaplain neyer came by t o  s ee  him as  t h e  G 2  Cpg. 611 .  
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6 ,  DISCUSSIONS WITH THE 2D ARVN DTVISION PERSONNEL. 

The w i t n e s s  s t a t e d  t h a t  En A p r i l  he  v i s i t e d  t h e  advisory  
personnel  of th.e 2d ARVN D i ~ i s E o na few t i m e s .  However, h e  
d i d  n o t  reca l l  mention be ing  made of  a r e p o r t  from t h e  
d i s t r i c t  ch.ief t o  t h e  province  c h i e f  concerning M y  Lai ( 4 )  
Cpgs. 61, 6'21. Ke s a i d  t h a t  he worked c l o s e l y  w i t h  t h e  
2d ARVN Div i s ion ,  b o t h  through t h e  l i a i s o n  o f f i c e r  and 
p e r s o n a l  c o n t a c t  Cpg. 621. A t  approximately t h i s  same t i m e ,  
i n  A p r i l ,  he  was developing i n t e l l i g e n c e  w i t h  the 2d ARVN 
Divis ion  t o  s u p p o r t  p l a n s  f o r  a n ' o p e n i n g  of t h e  a r e a  and 
roads  t o  Tinh Phonc and Tra  Bong (pgs.  62, 641 .  H e  s t a t e d  
that t h e r e  was no new major i n t e l l i g e n c e  c o l l e c t i n g  e f f o r t  
between t h e  two o f  them and they used t h e  i n t e l l i g e n c e  
they  already had (pg. 64) . 
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EXHIBITS 

EXHIBIT 
 
NUMBER 
 DESCRIPTION NOTES 
 PAGES 

TAN'S let ter  t o  K H I E N  'Witness had not  
  
M-29 
 11 Apr ( t r a n s )  (Son seen before .  
  4 6 , 5 5  

Tinh D i s t )  

Witness had no t  
  
M-30 
 RODRIGUEZ Statement seen before .  
  4 6  
  


Cenaus Grievance Witness had n o t  
  

M-31 
 Report, 18 Mar 6 8  . seen before .  4 8  
  


VC propaganda broad-
 
M-33 
 c a s t .  W i t  d i d  not  r e c a l l .  
4 4  
  


,­ Witness had not  
  
M-35 
 I V C  propaqanda l e a f l e t  1 seen before .  1 
 4 8  
  

1 L e t t e r  from t h e  Son My- (Witness had not  I
 
M-49 
 Iv i l l a g e .  Chief 1 seen before .  .I 4 8 
 

1 Inc losure  t o  H~Bderson'slWitnesshad no t  1 
 
R- 1 
 Report. seen before .  45 
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SUMMARY OF RECALL TESTIMONY 

WI'TNESS: TREXLER, Tommy P. COL 

DATE OF TESTIMONY: 26 Februry 1970 

PMCE OF TESTIMONY: Pentagon 

WITNESS SUSPECTED OF: N/A 

COUNSEL: None 

DUTY ASSIGNMENT ON 16 MARCH 1968: G2, America1 Divis ion.  

1. HIS CONVERSATION WITH GENERAL YOUNG. 

The w i tne s s  i n d i c a t e d  i n  h i s  previous  test imony t h a t  
when he  s t a t e d  t h a t  "a l i t t l e  over  aggressiveness on 
t h e  p a r t  o f  t h e  u n i t s  involvedrcame t o  my a t t e n t i o n  a 
couple o f  days a f t e r  t h e  i n c i d e n t W t h e  was r e f e r r i n g  t o  
informat ion t h a t  he rece ived  i n  h i s  conversa t ion  wi th  
General YOUNG whi le  they w e r e  f l y i n g  i n  t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  
(pg. 5 6 )  . H e  d i d  n o t  remember any d e t a i l s  b u t  r e c a l l e d  
only  t h a t  they had swi tched t o  p r i v a t e  conversa t ion  
and; had d i scussed  t h e  i n c i d e n t  I n  gene ra l  terms (pg. 5 7 ) .  
H e  d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  YOUNG being concerned wi th  any p a r t i c u l a r  
i n d i v i d u a l  nor  d i d  he  remember YOUNG making a s t a tement  
t o  t h e  e f f e c t  t h a t  "some heads a r e  going t o  r o l l "  (pg. 57). 
H e  s t a t e d  t h a t  he  knew YOUNG was t a l k i n g  about t h e  My ~ a i  ( 4 )  
a r e a  because YOUNG was d i s cus s ing  t h e  ope ra t i on  (pg. 5 8 ) .  

2 .  CONVERSATIONS WITH CHAPLAIN LEWIS. 

The w i tne s s  was read p a r t  o f  Chaplain LEWIS1 test imony 
which i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  LEWIS had r epo r t ed  t h e  i n c i d e n t  t o  
BALMER i n  TREXLER's presence  (pgs. 58, 59) . The wi tness  
d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  the Chaplain t a l k i n g  wi th  Colonel  BALMER about 
t h i s  ma t t e r  (pg. 5 7 ) .  H e  s t a t e d  t h a t  he d i d  no t  t h i n k  he 
would have p a i d  much a t t e n t i o n  t o  t h e  chap la in  i f  t h e  
chap la in  had r epo r t ed  such an i n c i d e n t ~ b e c a u s e  he knew t h a t  
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General YOUNG was aware of i t  and would the re fo re  f e e l  it 
was i n  prolperchannels (pg. 60 ) .  

3. HIS RELATIONSHIP WITH THE 2D ARVN DIVISION ADVISORY 
GROUP. 

The witness  s t a t e d  t h a t  he would see  t h e  advisors  
when he was i n  Quang Ngai City and when they came t o  
d iv i s ion  (pg. 61) .  H e  r e l i e d  mainly on h i s  l i a i s o n  
o f f i c e r  t o  br ing  him information from the  advisor  group 
(pg. 6 1 ) .  H e  s t a t e d  t h a t  t o  h i s  knowledge t h e  advisors  
never mentioned anything r e l a t i v e  t o  t h i s  i nc iden t .  
H e  s t a t e d  t h a t  he v i s i t e d  them seve ra l  times i n  Apri l  and 
t h a t  he dealt wi th  Major EARLE frequent ly  (pg. 62 ) .  During 
t h i s  per iod they were a l s o  developing i n t e l l i g e n c e  
t o  support  t h e  plan f o r  t he  opening of t h e  roads t o  
Tinh Phouc (pg. 62)  . 
4. HIS KNOWLEDGE 0k GENERAL KOSTERfs DEALINGS WITH 
THE 2 D  ARVN DIVISION. 

The witness  s t a t e d  t h a t  Colonel TOAN came t o  d iv i s ion  
seve ra l  t i m e s  and t h a t  KOSTER went down t o  t h e  2d ARVN 
Division t o  plan t h e  Tinh Phouc operat ion.  The witness  was 
no t  p r ivy  t o  what KOSTER discussed nor  d i d  he remember 
KOSTER pass ing on any s u f f i c i e n t  i n t e l l i g e n c e  (pg. 6 4 )  . 
H e  s t a t e d  t h a t ' t h e  opera t ion  began i n  Apr i l  and had s t a r t e d  
before  General KOSTER went on,. RLR (pgs. 64, 6 5 ) . 
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EXHIBITS 
 


EXHIBIT 
 
NUMBER DESCRIPTION NOTES PAGES 

TAN'S l e t t e r  t o  KHIEN, Bhown aga ln  t o  
M-29 11 Apr ( t r a n s )  (Son . witness .  55 ‘ 

Tinh Prov) 

-

-

-
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(The hear ing  reconvened 
1969.) 

a t  1828 hours ,  19 December 

I0: The hear ing  w i l l  come t o  o rde r .  

RCDR : 
PEERS, 

The fol lowing named p&rsons a r e  p resen t :  
MR WEST, MR MACCRATE, MR WALSH, COL MILLER, 

LTG 
COL WILSON, 

MAJ ZYCHOWSKI, and MAJ LYNN. 

The n e x t  wi tness  is  Colonel Tommy P.  TREXLER. 

(COL TREXLER was c a l l e d  as  a  wi tness ,  
w a s  sworn, and t e s t i f i e d  as fol lows:)  

Colonel TREXLER, f o r  t h e  record  p l e a s e  g ive  your 
f u l l  name, grade,  S o c i a l  Secur i ty  number, branch of s e r v i c e ,  
o rgan iza t ion ,  and s t a t i o n ?  

A. Tommy P. TREXLER, co lone l ,  S o c i a l  S e c u r i t y  number 
Of f i ce  of t h e  Deputy Chief of S t a f f  f o r  Oper- 

a t i o n s ,  DA, Chief ,  Far  Eas t  P a c i f i c  Div i s ion ,  Operations 
Direc tor .  

RCDR: Thank you, sir.  

I 0: Colonel TREXLER, be fo re  we proceed wi th  quest ion-  
ing ,  I w i l l  have Colonel MILLER from t h e  O f f i c e  of t h e  Judge 
Advocate General inform you on c e r t a i n  m a t t e r s .  

COL MILLER: Colonel,  t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  w a s  d i r e c t g d  j o i n t l y  
by t h e  Sec re ta ry  of t h e  Army and t h e  Chief of S t a f f ,  United 
S t a t e s  Army, f o r  t h e  purpose of determining f a c t s  and making 
f indings  and recommendations concerning t w o  major a reas :  

(1) t h e  adequacy of p r i o r  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  and 
i n q u i r i e s  i n t o ,  and subsequent reviews and r e p o r t s  wi th in  t h e  
chain of command, of what i s  now commonly r e f e r r e d  t o  as  t h e  
My L a i  i n c i d e n t  of 16 March 1968. 

( 2 )  p o s s i b l e  suppress ion  o r  wi thhold ing  of in ­
formation by any person who had a duty t o  r e p o r t  and t o  f u r n i s h  
information concerning t h e  My Lai  i n c i d e n t .  
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The investigation is not being conducted to 
 

investigate all of the facts and circumstances of exactly 
 

what happened at My Lai. It is directed to those specific 
 

purposes which I have just outlined. 
 


General PEERS and the rest of us have had made 
 

available to us and we have read many of the official state- 
 

ments made by witnesses in other official investigations 
 

into the My Lai incident. 
 


Your testimony here today is to be under oath. 
 

A verbatim record will be taken and in addition to the re- 
 

porter, we are also making a tape recording of the testimony. 
 


The general classification of the report is con- 
 

fidential. However there is the possibility that the testimony, 
 

either all of it or parts of it, may become a matter of public 
 

knowledge at some later time. 
 


Before we proceed, I also want you to know who 
 

these people are here and what their functions are. First, of 
 

course, to your immediate front is General PEERS who is the fl 
 

investigating officer and has the sole responsibility for Ctr 
 

weighing the evidence and making the findings and recommendations 
 

in this case. To assist him, on his immediate left is Mr. 
 

MACCRATE, a civilian lawyer made available by the Secretary 
 

of the Army as a consultant and advisor. Also, Mr. WALSH to CP: 
 

your left, who is also a civilian lawyer. Mr. WEST, on General 
 

PEERS' immediate right is from the Office of General Counsel 
 

of the Army. Colonel WILSON and myself are here as assistants 
 

also. Any or a11 of us may ask you questions during the 
 

questioning. 
 


I want to mention one thing with respect to your 
 

discussion outside of here and what goes on in this hearing. 
 

You are ordered not to discuss your testimony in this investi- 
 

gation with others, including other witnesses for this in- 
 

vestigation, except in the performance of official duty or as 
 

you may be required to do before a competent administrative, 
 

legislative, or judicial body or forum. 
 


In addition, if you are subject to or you should 
 

become subject to the order of the military judge in the 
 

general court-martial case of the United States v. Calley, 
 

your appearance here and your testimony here in no way affects 
 

the applicability of that order. Of course, it does not apply 
 

if you are not now subject to the order, but if you should 
 

receive or become subject to it you must comply with it. 
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10: Colonel TREXLER, what was your duty assignment 
on t h e  16th  of March, 1968? 

A. I w a s  t h e  G2 of t h e  America1 Divis ion .  

Q - How long had you been i n  t h a t  capac i ty?  

A. Since mid-January, s ir .  

Q- How long d i d  you s t a y  i n  t h a t  capac i ty?  

A. I b e l i e v e  it was about t h e  5 t h  of May of '68. 

9- Where were you assigned then? 

A. To G 2 ,  USARV. I was i n i t i a l l y  t h e  s p e c i a l  pro- 
j e c t s  o f f i c e r ,  and then I was t h e  chief  of t h e  I n d o c t r i n a t i o n  
System and Tra in ing  Divis ion f o r  G 2 .  

Q - Since t h e  news of t h e  My L a i  i n c i d e n t  broke i n t o  
t h e  news and i n t o  r a d i o  and t e l e v i s i o n  and s o  f o r t h  i n  Sept- 
ember and October, have you had any conversa t ions  o r  d iscus-  
s i o n s  with i n d i v i d u a l s  from t h e  d i v i s i o n  concerning t h e  My 
Lai  i n c i d e n t  o r  any of t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i v e  process? 

A. Not wi th  t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i v e ,  no, sir. I have 
t a lked  t o  some of t h e  o f f i c e r s  i n  t h e  America1 t h a t  a r e  
he re  i n  t h e  bu i ld ing .  

Q. Can you r e c a l l  who they  a r e ?  

A. W e l l ,  t h e r e  is  a  Major WATKE who is  i n  t h e  oper- 
a t i o n s  c e n t e r  and a Lieutenant  Colonel BEERS. Now, General 
STILWELL g o t  a group of t h e  previous o f f i c e r s  t o g e t h e r  i n  
h i s  o f f i c e ,  s o  I assume t h a t  t h i s  is what you a r e  t a l k i n g  
about. Lieutenant  Colonel FRANKLIN was t h e r e ,  Colonel Dean 
BALMER, and a Lieutenant  Colonel G U I N N .  I b e l i e v e  t h a t ' s  
a l l  of us ,  sir. 

Q - Did any of t h i s  d i scuss ion  have t o  do wi th  t h e  
i n v e s t i g a t i o n  of t h e  i n c i d e n t  o r  t h e  r e p o r t i n g  of it o r  
anything t h a t  could have inf luenced you o r  r e f reshed  your 
own memory? 

(TREXLER) APP T-30 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 
 




FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 
 

A. I d o n ' t  t h i n k  t h a t  it r e a l l y  had any impact on 
r e f r e s h i n g  my memory. The main t h i n g  t h a t  General STILWELL 
w a s  t r y i n g  t o  do w a s  s o r t  of prepare  himself t o  accompany 
t h e  Secre tary  of t h e  Army t o  go over  t o  t h e  Congress. 

Q - Have you had any o t h e r  conversa t ion  wi th  o t h e r  
ind iv idua l s?  

A. W e l l ,  I m e t  General KOSTER i n  t h e  h a l l .  I t a l k e d  
t o  him about 10 minutes,  b u t  w e  r e a l l y  d i d  n o t  d i s c u s s  t h e  
th ing .  I d i d  t e l l  him t h a t  I had n o t  appeared be fo re  t h e  
Peers Committee. 

Q. When d i d  t h e  My La i (4 )  s i t u a t i o n  f i r s t  come t o  
your a t t e n t i o n  when you w e r e  on t h e  t h e  s t a f f  of t h e  Americal 
Divis ion? 

A.  W e l l ,  t h e  My Lai  ( 4 )  s i t u a t i o n  a s  it i s  being 
descr ibed  i n  t h e  newspapers never d i d  come t o  my a t t e n t i o n .  
The f a c t  t h a t  t h e r e  w a s  some, probably,  going beyond what 
what was expected--in o t h e r  words, a l i t t l e  overaggressive-
ness  on t h e  p a r t  of t h e  u n i t s  involved came t o  my a t t e n t i o n  
a couple of days a f t e r  t h e  i n c i d e n t .  

(The recorde r  hands t h e  I0 Exh ib i t  M-6, t h e  
log  of t h e  Americal Divis ion . )  

Q Colonel TREXLER, I show you he re  t h e  log  of t h e  
Americal Divis ion.  Were you normally f a m i l i a r  wi th  t h i s  
log  as  it was being maintained? 

(Hands t h e  log  of t h e  Americal Divis ion ,  Exhibi t ,  
M -6 ,  t o  t h e  wi tness . )  

A. I d i d  not--I used t o  check on it as t h e  G2, b u t  
I d i d  n o t  s tudy it i n  any d e t a i l .  I s tayed a b r e a s t  of a l l  
t h e  s i g n i f i c a n t  a c t i o n  t h a t  took p lace  and, of course ,  t h i s  
p a r t i c u l a r  a c t i o n ,  because of t h e  large--for  t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  
day, t h e  l a r g e  body count t h a t  w a s  repor ted  was s i g n i f i c a n t  
enough t h a t  I did--or was f a m i l i a r  with t h e  information t h a t  
was repor ted  through o f f i c i a l  channels.  

Q I c a l l  your a t t e n t i o n  t o  t h e  page you a r e  pre ­
s e n t l y  looking a t  and i tem number 2 8  a t  0940. Would t h i s  
i n  i t s e l f  have a l e r t e d  somebody t o  some p r e t t y  heavy a c t i v i t y  
going on and an unusual s i t u a t i o n ?  
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A. Y e s .  Y e s ,  s ir .  This  would have been--a body 
count of 69 would have been considered t o  be a good opera- 
t i o n  and a f a i r l y  l a r g e  o r  s i g n i f i c a n t  opera t ion .  

Q. You' l l  n o t i c e  t h a t  t he se  69 were k i l l e d  a s  .a  
r e s u l t  of a r t i l l e r y  f i r e ?  

A. Yes, sir .  

Q. The log  goes on and t h e  f i n a l  r e p o r t  of t h e  
day is  number 94 f o r  t h e  e n t i r e  A m e r i c a 1  Divis ion.  

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q- When would t h e  ope ra t iona l  r e s u l t s  of t h e  day ' s  
opera t ion  have been presented t o  t h e  d i v i s i o n  and t o  t h e  
d iv i s ion  s t a f f ?  

A. As f a r  as what you see r i g h t  here ,  e i t h e r  t h a t  
day o r  c e r t a i n l y  t h e  nex t  morning, it would have been repor ted  
a t  t h e  b r i e f i n g ,  sir. 

Q- Do you r e c a l l  it a s  having been b r i e f ed?  This 
information,  a l l  of it, although it i s  summarized a t  t h e  
end of  t h e  day, Colonel TREXLER, a l l  of t h i s  informat ion 
had been i n t o  t h e  d i v i s i o n  by about 1700 hours? 

A. I f o r g e t  t h e  exac t  t i m e  of t h e  evening b r i e f i n g ,  
bu t  I be l i eve  it was about 5:00 t h a t  it w a s  held .  But what 
information t h a t  is  here  c e r t a i n l y - - i t  might n o t  have t h e s e  
f i n a l  f i g u r e s ,  b u t  it c e r t a i n l y  would have been repor ted .  

Q. Looking a t  t h i s  count of 128 VC K I A ' s  and 
3 i nd iv idua l  weapons captured,  would t h a t  be a normal 
r a t i o  wi th in  t h e  d i v i s i o n  o r  a t o t a l l y  abnormal r a t i o ?  

A. W e l l ,  i t ' s  a l i t t l e  b i t  abnormal, y e t  n o t  s o  
much t h a t  it would be extremely unusual because i n  t h e  
p a r t i c u l a r  a r e a  t h a t  t h i s  ope ra t ion  was t ak ing  p l ace ,  very 
f requent ly  many of t h e  enemy was j u s t  simply armed with  a 
hand grenade. There was always a g r e a t  imbalance between 
t h e  number of weapons t h a t  w e r e  captured and t h e  number 
of enemy t h a t  you might k i l l .  This is a l i t t l e  b i t  unusual,  
and s u b j e c t  t o  ques t ion ,  because t h e  weapons r a t i o  should 
have been higher .  But I would say ,  f o r  example, t h a t  had 
it been 30 weapons, then t h a t  would be  very normal. 

Q- That would have been 1 o u t  of 4 ,  b u t  this 
is  about 1 o u t  of 43. 
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A. Y e s ,  s ir .  T h a t ' s  unusual .  

Q. Was it t h e  custom of  t h e  d i v i s i o n  o r  t h e  
d i v i s i o n  s t a f f  t o  q u e s t i o n  t h i n g s  such a s  t h i s  and 
demand an e x p l a n a t i o n ?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  

Q Do you know whether  t h i s  was done? 

A. A s  I s t a t e d ,  I was made aware of  t h i s  w i t h i n  
a day o r  s o ,  o r  maybe t h e  very  n e x t  day,  which makes m e  
q u i t e  p o s i t i v e  t h a t  it was done. 

Q. I n  t h e  same s e n s e  I r e f e r  you t o  t h e  n e x t  
i t e m  which is  two U.S. K I A  a s  compared t o  t h e  128,  and i f  
they  had p r e s e n t e d  a breakdown of t h e  c a s u a l t i e s  by 
company, t h e  enemy K I A  i n  C h a r l i e  Company would have 
been somewhere i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  of about  100. To t h e  
b e s t  w e  have been a b l e  t o  a s c e r t a i n  t h u s  f a r  they  had 
one man wounded s l i g h t l y .  

A.  Y e s ,  sir.  T h a t ' s  p o s s i b l y  c o r r e c t .  However, 
t h e  r e p o r t  t h a t  I remember, and I d i s t i n c t l y  remember 128 
VC and 3 weapons, I b e l i e v e  t h a t  t h e  two U.S. K I A  w e r e  
t h e  ones t h a t  came i n  on t h e  r e p o r t .  NOW, where th.ey 
came from, I d o n ' t  know. 

Q Did t h e y  normal ly ,  i n  an o p e r a t i o n  such a s  t h i s ,  
b r i e f  by company? 

A. For  t h i s  o p e r a t i o n  they  would have been b r i e f e d  
a s  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  i tself  r a t h e r  t h a n  by company. 

Q. Can you t h i n k  of any reason  why, when t h i s  
r e p o r t  was submi t t ed ,  t h e  c i v i l i a n  c a s u a l t i e s  w e r e  n o t  
r e p o r t e d  a t  t h e  same t ime? 

A. NO, s ir .  They c e r t a i n l y  should  have been. 

Q. Do you have a  requi rement  t o  submit  a r e p o r t  on 
c i v i l i a n  c a s u a l t i e s ?  

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q. Is t h a t  a p a r t  of  your d i v i s i o n ' s  i n t e l ­
l i g e n c e  r e p o r t i n g  SOP? 

A. Y e s ,  sir.  I n  f a c t ,  it was a ve ry  s t r i c t  
p o l i c y .  Any i n d i s c r i m i n a t e  s h o o t i n g  o r  any c i v i l i a n  
c a s u a l t i e s  o r  even animals  k i l l e d  were r e a l l y  cons ide red  
a s e r i o u e  - i t u a t i o n .  
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Q. I have h e r e  ano the r  l o g ,  Colonel  TREXLER, 
which is  t h e  l o g  of Task Force Barker  f o r  t h e  1 6 t h  
of  March 1968. I refer t h i s  t o  you. 

(Hands E x h i b i t  M - 1 4 ,  l o g  of  Task Force  Barker  
f o r  t h e  1 6 t h  of  March 1968 t o  t h e  w i t n e s s . )  

I s p e c i f i c a l l y  c a l l  your a t t e n t i o n  t o  page 4 
and i t e m  39 a t  1555. 

A .  y e s ,  sir. 

Q. You w i l l  n o t i c e  t h a t  t h i s  r e p o r t  had been 
forwarded t o  t h e  l l t h  Brigade and i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  t h e  
l l t h  Brigade had been n o t i f i e d .  Can you t h i n k  o f  any 
reason why t h a t  i t e m  was n o t  forwarded? I ' m  t a l k i n g  
about  t h a t  i t e m  ( p o i n t i n g ) .  ' 

A.  Y e s ,  s ir .  I see. I f  t h i s  was forwarded t o  
them, I a g r e e  w i t h  you. 

Q. T h e r e ' s  your a c t i o n  r i g h t  t h e r e  on t h e  bottom. 

A.  Y e s ,  sir.  

Q. Would t h i s  have been a r e p o r t a b l e  i tem? 

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q. Could you o f f e r  any p o s s i b l e  e x p l a n a t i o n  why 
t h a t  should  n o t  have been forwarded t o  d i v i s i o n ?  

A. No, sir .  

Q. I f  t h i s  number had subsequen t ly  i n c r e a s e d  t o  
30 o r  35, would t h i s  have i n c r e a s e d  t h e  requi rement  t o  
r e p o r t i n g  it t o  d i v i s i o n ?  

A .  Y e s ,  sir. 

Q. Was it e v e r  r e p o r t e d  t o  you, d u r i n g  t h e  course  
of t h e  My L a i  ( 4 )  o p e r a t i o n  and t h e  o p e r a t i o n  of  C/1/20 
i n t o  t h e  hamlet  of  My L a i  ( 4 ) ,  t h a t  it had been r e p o r t e d  
through M I  channe l s  and i n t e r r o g a t i o n  t h a t  t h e r e  had been 
35 t o  40 VC i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  t h e  p rev ious  n i g h t ,  b u t  they  had 
depar ted  b e f o r e  t h e  CA took p l a c e  i n  the morning? 

A.  I would not--I do n o t  remember. W e  had numerous 
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r e p o r t s  coming i n .  I read  a l l  of them. W e  had numerous 
agent  r e p o r t s  which I placed very l i t t l e  weight on and t h e  
r e l i a b i l i t y  I d i d  n o t  regard  too  highly.  I would f e e l  t h a t  
t h e r e  was s u f f i c i e n t  i n t e l l i g e n c e  t h a t  warranted t h e  opera ­
t i o n  a t  l e a s t  t a k i n g  p lace .  A s  f a r  a s  t h i s  r e p o r t  t h a t  
you a r e  t a l k i n g  about ,  I cannot say t h a t  I remember it. 

Q. This  r e p o r t ,  Colonel TREXLER, was supposed t o  
  
have o r i g i n a t e d  from an i n t e r r o g a t i o n  conducted on an o l d  
  
man by one of t h e  52d M I  Detachment o f f i c e r s  who was 
 
p r e s e n t  on t h e  scene. H e ,  i n  t u r n ,  passed on t h e  informa­
 
t i o n  t o  t h e  company commander a t  t h a t  time. L a t e r  i n  t h e  
  
day t h e  same i n d i v i d u a l  r epor ted  back t o  h i s  detachment i n  
  
person a t  Duc Pho. Would you have expected t h a t  information 
  
then  t o  have been set down on paper and re layed t o  you? 
 

A. That information should have come i n t o  G2. Y e s ,  
  
sir. I t  should have. Any and a l l  information on t h e  enemy 
 
should have come i n t o  my o f f i c e  and most probably would have 
 
ended up i n  t h e  d i v i s i o n  log ,  even. 
 

Q With your having noted t h e  1 2 8  t o  3 and 2 and 
 
s o  f o r t h ,  i f  t h i s  information had come i n ,  it would prob­
 
ably have h i t  your c u r i o s i t y ,  would it not?  
  

A.  yes ,  sir. 

Q. We have no i n d i c a t i o n  t h a t  it was ever  forwarded. 
 
A t  t h e  moment I do n o t  know t h a t  it ever  went t o  d i v i s i o n .  
  

A .  Y e s ,  sir. 

Q. You i n d i c a t e d  a while  ago t h a t  a s  t h e  s i t u a t i o n  
developed you had heard about something going on concerning 
  
t h i s .  Could you exp la in  t h a t  p lease?  
  

A. I used t o  make f requent  t r i p s  of about once a 
week and t h i s  is  r e a l l y  t h e  way I go ou t  t o  s e e  t h e  t roops ,  
by going wi th ,  p r i n c i p a l l y ,  General YOUNG. I ' m  s u r e  t h i s  
was wi th in  a day o r  s o  a f t e r  t h i s  happened. General YOUNG 
discussed t h i s  opera t ion  with me. I d o n ' t  s p e c i f i c a l l y  
remember j u s t  what he s a i d ,  b u t  he d id  t a l k  t o  m e  f o r ,  I 
imagine, 5 t o  10 minutes. I thought a t  l e a s t  t h a t  they  
had gone t o  t h e  extreme and, r e a l l y ,  I thought t h a t  they 
had burned houses which they  should n o t  have done. Cer ta in ly ,  
from what I remember t h a t  General YOUNG had t o l d  m e ,  I d id  n o t  
g e t  any i n d i c a t i o n  t h a t  t h e r e  was any r e a l l y  ex tens ive  k i l l i n g  
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of c i v i l i a n s .  However, it was enough t h a t  it d i s t u r b e d  
him. That i s  why I r e a l i z e d  t h a t  it was f u l l y  wi th in  t h e  
command channels .  General YOUNG, I f e l t ,  was fol lowing 
up on it q u i t e  aggress ive ly .  That is r e a l l y  t h e  t o t a l  
of my knowledge of t h e  inc iden t .  

Q. Do you r e c a l l  t h e  d a t e  and t h e  circumstances 
of t h i s  d i scuss ion  with General YOUNG? 

A. It was i n  t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  and s h o r t l y  a f t e r  we 
took o f f .  He j u s t  t o l d  me t h a t  he wanted t o  d i scuss  t h i s  
opera t ion .  A s  t o  t h e  s p e c i f i c  d a t e ,  I do n o t  remember. I 
do f i rmly  b e l i e v e  it was wi th in  1 o r  2 days a f t e r  it 
happened. 

Where d i d  you go? 

A. W e  covered most of our  f i r e  bases  and made a 
complete swing t h a t  took us  a l l  day, and I would t h i n k  t h a t  
it included t h e  11th Brigade. I d o n ' t  know i f  w e  v i s i t e d  
a l l  of t h e  b a t t a l i o n  l o c a t i o n s  o r  n o t ,  b u t  we h i t  most of 
t h e  l o c a t i o n s  throughout t h e  d i v i s i o n .  

Q. This  d i scuss ion  having focused on Task Force 
Barker, d i d  you land a t  Barker t h a t  day? 

A. I a m  no t  p o s i t i v e  i f  we d i d  o r  n o t ,  sir. We 
d id  land t h e r e  on f requen t  occasions when I went wi th  him, 
bu t  as t o  whether he s p e c i f i c a l l y  landed t h e r e  t h a t  day 
I d o n ' t  know. 

Q. What d i d  General YOUNG s p e c i f i c a l l y  i n d i c a t e  t o  
you? What's t h e  impression t h a t  he conveyed t o  you? 

A .  The impression t h a t  I have and I do n o t ,  as I 
say, I do n o t  remember, o t h e r  than  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  it made 
s u f f i c i e n t  impact on me t h a t  I remember t h a t  much--the 
u n i t s  had i n d i s c r i m i n a t e l y  burned v i l l a g e s  and burned 
hootches. I do n o t  remember him s p e c i f i c a l l y  s t a t i n g  t h a t  
any c i v i l i a n s  were k i l l e d .  

Q. Did he t a l k  about any i n d i s c r i m i n a t e  f i r i n g ?  

A. I would th ink  t h a t  it must have included a l i t t l e  
b i t  of ind i sc r imina te  f i r i n g  along with burning t h e  hootches 
because t h a t  would go hand-in-hand. 
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Q. But it was enough t o  i n d i c a t e  t h a t  he w a s  
q u i t e  concerned? 

A. H e  was most concerned. 

Q. Did he say  what he  was going t o  do about it 
o r  what he  had done about  i t ?  

A. No, s i r ,  H e  very c l e a r l y  expressed t o  m e  h i s  
concern and I f e l t  t h a t  he was--he c e r t a i n l y  gave m e  t h e  
impression t h a t  h e  w a s  fol lowing up on it. That  is  r e a l l y  
a l l  t h a t  I t h i n k  t h a t  I can hones t ly  say about t h e  discus ­
s ion .  

Q- Do you r e c a l l  whether he ind ica ted  whether such 
had a l ready been repor ted  t o  General  KOSTER? 

A. No, s i n .  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  he t o l d  m e  t h a t  General 
KOSTER was aware of it. 

Q I have h e r e  another  r e p o r t  which i s  E x h i b i t  R-2. 
This  i s  a combat a c t i o n  r e p o r t  from Task Force Barker t o  
t h e  11th  Brigade, da ted  28 March. I would ask i f  you had 
ever  seen t h i s  combat a c t i o n  r e p o r t ?  

(Hands Exh ib i t  R-2, Combat Action Report ,  t o  
t h e  witness .  ) 

A. No, s i r ,  I have n o t  seen it. 

Q. What pe r iod  d i d  t h e  combat a c t i o n  r e p o r t  normally 
cover,  o r  t h e  a f t e r  a c t i o n  r e p o r t ?  

A. I f  you a r e  t a l k i n g  about t h e  America1 it was a 
3-month pe r iod  of o p e r a t i o n a l  r e p o r t s  and l e s s o n s  learned .  

Q- That w a s  f o r  t h e  d i v i s i o n ?  

A. Y e s ,  sir, 

Q. How about down t o  br igade  o r  down t o  t a s k  fo rce  
l e v e l ?  

A. Af te r  a s i g n i f i c a n t  per iod o r  a 3-month period- ­
i n  o the r  words, i f  you were on a f a i r l y  s i g n i f i c a n t  opera t ion  
a t  t h a t  t i m e ,  t hen  you would submit one a t  t h a t  t i m e .  

(TREXLER) 10 APP T-30 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 
 



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 
 


Q. For t h i s  o p e r a t i o n  h e r e ,  Colonel  TREXLER, 
t h e  b e s t  we have been a b l e  t o  p i e c e  it t o g e t h e r  i s  t h a t  
C h a r l i e  Company s t a y e d  i n  t h e  f i e l d  f o r  3  days and came 
back on t h e  a f t e r n o o n  of t h e  t h i r d  day. B/4/3 s t a y e d  i n  
a t  l e a s t  1 day and perhaps 2 days b e f o r e  it was s e n t  
back, s o  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  was a t  l e a s t  3 ,  4 ,  o r  5 days i n  
l e n g t h .  But i f  you w i l l  n o t i c e  i n  paragraph 2 t h e r e ,  t h i s  
p a r t i c u l a r  r e p o r t  covered a  ve ry  smal l  p o r t i o n  of t h a t  
pe r iod  from, I b e l i e v e ,  0630 i n  t h e  morning t o  6  a t  
n i g h t .  Is t h a t  a normal s i t u a t i o n ?  

A.  Consider ing  t h a t  t h e y  s t a y e d  on t h e  o p e r a t i o n  
f o r  t h e  number of  days t h a t  you s a i d ,  I would have though t  
t h a t  it would b e  more normal f o r  them t o  submit  it a f t e r  
o r  f o r  t h a t  p e r i o d  of t i m e .  Now, t h e  11 th  Brigade may 
have had t h e i r  own s p e c i f i c  p o l i c i e s  and t h i s  would be 
something where t h e y  made a combat a f t e r  a c t i o n  r e p o r t  
on a  d a i l y  b a s i s ,  and from d i v i s i o n  w e  wouldn ' t  o b j e c t  
t o  it. I d o n ' t  know t h e i r  p o l i c i e s ,  b u t  from t h e  t ime 
t h a t  I was i n  t h e  198 th ,  I was i n  t h e  2/198 a t  a l i t t l e  
lower l e v e l ,  and from what I remember, w e  wouldn ' t  have 
had, I d o n ' t  b e l i e v e ,  a s p e c i f i c  requi rement  f o r  t h a t  
s h o r t  a  p e r i o d  of t i m e .  I t  would have come i n  a f t e r  
t h e  o p e r a t i o n  of 3  o r  4 days o r  whatever  it was. 

Q. Did you e v e r  h e a r  t h e  m a t t e r  of what took 
p l a c e  a t  My L a i  ( 4 )  on 16 March 1968 was be ing  i n q u i r e d  
i n t o  o r  be ing  i n v e s t i g a t e d ?  

A. Did I ever  h e a r  of it a f t e r  I l e f t ?  

Q. NO. While you w e r e  t h e r e ?  

A.  None o t h e r  than  my d i s c u s s i o n  wi th  Genera l  
YOUNG. 

Q.  Did he i n d i c a t e  t h a t  t h e  m a t t e r  was be ing  
i n v e s t i g a t e d ?  

A. H e  l e f t  m e  w i t h  t h e  impress ion  t h a t  he  was 
c e r t a i n l y  look ing  i n t o  it. A s  f a r  a s  a n  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  
I d i d  n o t  have p e r s o n a l  knowledge of  it. 

Q. Did you e v e r  h e a r  of an  o r a l  r e p o r t  of i n ­
q u i r y  o r  a  w r i t t e n  r e p o r t  of any k ind coming i n t o  d i -  
v i s i o n ?  

A. No, sir .  
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No, sir. 

Q. This  information t h a t  we have contained i n  t h e  
VC propaganda, a s  w e l l  a s  t h e  information t h a t  is  contained 
i n  t h e  s ta tement  t h a t  you read i n  I n c l o s u r e  1, were repor ted  
to have been s e n t  t o  t h e  Americal Divis ion  p r i o r  t o  t h e  
submission of t h i s  r e p o r t ,  When t h i s  information was 
rece ived ,  it prompted t h i s  r e p o r t  t o  be submit ted.  

A. If t h a t ' s  t h e  case it would have probably come 
through t h e  G2 s e c t i o n ,  b u t  t o  t h e  b e s t  of  my memory I do 
not  remember it, and no one i n  my G2 shop would have done 
anything wi thout  my knowledge, 

Q. C e r t a i n l y  with t h e  warning f l a g  up a s  you 
ev iden t ly  had because of your d i scuss ion  wi th  General  
YOUNG 21nd your previous i n t e r e s t  i n  it, this would have 
perhaps t r i g g e r e d  something? 

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q. And i f  t h a t  had been accompanied by t h i s ,  it 
would have probably been both  b a r r e l s ?  

A.  Yes, sir.  

Q. But, t o  your r e c o l l e c t i o n ,  you rece ived  no 
information of t h i s  t h a t  came i n t o  t h e  G 2  of t h e  Americal 
Divis ion? 

A. No, sir. 

Q- Within your G 2  shop, Colonel TREXLER, how d i d  
you func t ion?  Did you have your people focused on s p e c i f i c  
a reas  o r  d i d  they more o r  l e s s  o p e r a t e  on g e n e r a l  o r  
f u n c t i o n a l  a r e a s ?  

A. I had an o f f i c e r  who was my a i r  o f f i c e r .  I 
had a couple of o f f i c e r s  who operated i n  the AOC, opera t ions  
c e n t e r ,  and I had an a s s i s t a n t .  I had a couple  of o f f i c e r s  
i n  t h e  M I  who s p e c i a l i z e d ;  one of them on o r d e r  of b a t t l e  
and one of them on agent  r e p o r t s .  I had my M I  ope ra t ion  
which s p e c i a l i z e d  p r i n c i p a l l y  on PW's and a l s o  agent  r e p o r t s  
t h a t  were coming i n .  I would have d a i l y ,  w e l l  n o t  maybe 
d a i l y ,  b u t  meetings wi th  t h e  whole group. I t a l k e d  t o  a l l  
of them d a i l y  and they funnel led  eve ry th ing  i n t o  me t h a t  
they  f e l t  was of s ign i f i cance .  I p r e t t y  much made t h e  
complete a n a l y s i s  and they would weed o u t  s t u f f  t h a t  they 
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Q. Where would you s u g g e s t  t h a t  w e  migh t  l ook  
f o r  such  a d i r e c t i v e ,  a d i v i s i o n  d i r e c t i v e ?  

A.  I t  would p robab ly  b e  i n  t h e  r u l e s  of  engagement 
o r  p o s s i b l y  one o f  t h e  c a r d s  t h a t  w a s  i s s u e d  t o  t h e  v a r i o u s  
p e o p l e .  S p e c i f i c a l l y  t o  p l a c e  t h e  d i r e c t i v e ,  I c a n n o t  s t a t e .  
A l o t  o f  t h i n g s  w e r e  going on .  

Q What I am t a l k i n g  abou t  i s  t h e  r e p o r t i n g  r e q u i r e ­
ment o f  t h e  b r i g a d e  t o  d i v i s i o n ?  

A.  I t  s h o u l d  b e  i n  t h e  SOP. I t  s h o u l d  have come 
i n  w i t h  t h e i r  s i t u a t i o n  r e p o r t .  

10: I t h i n k  t h a t  i s  t h e  l o g i c a l  p l a c e  t o  have i t ,  
i n  t h e  SOP where it g i v e s  t h e  r e p o r t i n g  r e q u i r e m e n t s .  

A .  Y e s ,  s i r .  

MR MACCRATE: Noth ing  f u r t h e r .  

10 :  M r .  WALSH? 

MR WALSH: Co lone l  TREXLER, you ment ioned t h a t  G e n e r a l  
YOUNG was ve ry  concerned  and i n t e r e s t e d  i n  f o l l o w i n g  
th rough  a g g r e s s i v e l y  on t h e  problem t h a t  h e  d e s c r i b e d  t o  
you of  unneces sa ry  b u r n i n g  of hoo tches  and t h e  p o s s i b l e  
i n d i s c r i m i n a t e  s h o o t i n g .  I wonder i f  you c o u l d  expand 
a l i t t l e  more on what your  i m p r e s s i o n  was o f  what h i s  
conce rn  was? Was it a q u e s t i o n  of p r o p e r  d i s c i p l i n e  o f  
t h e  t r o o p s  o r  was it a q u e s t i o n  o f  a p a r t i c u l a r  commander? 
Do you r e c a l l  a n y t h i n g  more a b o u t  what was t h e  n a t u r e  of  
t h e  concern?  

A.  P r i n c i p a l l y ,  h i s  conce rn  was t h a t  t h e  u n i t  
i nvo lved  o r  a l l  t h e  u n i t s  i n v o l v e d  went beyond what t h e y  
w e r e  a u t h o r i z e d  t o  do .  The re  w e r e  o t h e r  o c c a s i o n s  where 
one o r  two hoo tches  w e r e  burned  where t h e r e  was c l e a r  
j u s t i f i c a t i o n  f o r  i t ,  y e t  t h e r e  was conce rn .  H e  c e r t a i n l y  
i m p l i e d  t o  m e  t h a t  t h i s  was more s e r i o u s  t h a n  t h a t .  No 
s p e c i f i c  i n d i v i d u a l - - p r i n c i p a l l y ,  f rom what  I can  remember, 
t h a t  t h e y  had c e r t a i n l y  been more d e s t r u c t i v e  t h a n  t h e  
s i t u a t i o n  c a l l e d  f o r .  

Q .  Do you remember him s a y i n g  a n y t h i n g  a b o u t  
t h e r e  n o t  b e i n g  any h o s t i l e  f i r e  r e c e i v e d  when t h i s  w a s  
go ing  on? 

A.  No, s i r .  
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10: I n  t h i s  same d i s cus s ion ,  Colonel TREXLER, d i d  
he mention t h a t  t h e r e  might have been some animals k i l l e d ?  

A. I d o n ' t  s p e c i f i c a l l y  remember. I f  t h e r e  had 
been a few animals k i l l e d ,  w e l l ,  t h a t  was clearly's 
v i o l a t i o n  of d i v i s i o n  po l i cy .  There c e r t a i n l y  w a s  n o t  
supposed t o  be i n d i s c r i m i n a t e  k i l l i n g  of  c i v i l i a n s '  
animals.  I d o n ' t  remember.. 

Q g  
  
 For one reason o r  ano the r ,  through a p o r t i o n  
of an ope ra t i on ,  l e t ' s  say ,  t h e r e  i s  a hamlet ,  an unhab i ta ted  
hamlet.  I f  hootches  i n  t h e  hamlet were burned o r  razed ,  
would you expect  them t o  be repor ted?  

A. Y e s ,  sir. I n  f a c t ,  I d i s t i n c t l y  remember one 
occasion when cal ls  would come i n ,  u rgen t  c a l l s  s ay ing  
they were r e c e i v i n g  f i r e  from a hamlet o r  a c e r t a i n  hootch 
wi th in  a hamlet ,  and where they reques ted  c l ea r ance  t o  
t ake  app rop r i a t e  a c t i o n  and r e t u r n  t h e  f i r e  and d e s t r o y  
t h e  hootch where t h e  f i r e  was coming from. That  was t h e  
normal procedure.  Unless it w a s  t e r r i b l y  bad it was p r e t t y  
much considered t h a t  they should come i n  and ask  f o r  t h a t .  

Q. Was t h i s  a po l i cy  e s t a b l i s h e d  by General  KOSTER? 

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  H e  was q u i t e  f i r m  on it. 

0­ I f  such l i v i n g  q u a r t e r s  w e r e  burned, it would 
have been i n  -clear v i o l a t i o n  of t h e  d i v i s i o n  po l icy?  

A. T h a t ' s  c o r r e c t ,  sir.  I remember one occas ion  
when I w a s  i n  t h e  198th  and one of ou r  units--and t h e  198th  
a l s o  opera ted  i n  a p o r t i o n  of  t h i s  Muscatine a r e a ,  and--I 
th ink  it w a s  t h e  choppers,  where q u i t e  a b i t  of f i r e  had 
been coming o u t  of t h i s  hamlet and they  d i d  d e s t r o y  two o r  
t h r e e  hootches  and k i l l e d  a couple of cows. I t  w a s  s o  
s e r i o u s  t h a t  w i t h i n  a very  s h o r t  pe r iod  of  t i m e  I was down 
t h e r e  i n  t h a t  hamlet on t h e  ground wi th  t h e  company com­
mander. The b r igade  commander was down t h e r e  very s h o r t l y .  

Q. A h y p o t h e t i c a l  ques t ion .  Would you expec t  t h e  
informat ion s e c t i o n s ,  t h e  PI0 s e c t i o n s  throughout t h e  
d i v i s i o n ,  i f  they  had evidence of v i o l a t i o n s  of  d i v i s i o n  
po l i cy ,  t h a t  they  would make such evidence known t o  t h e  
Proper a u t h o r i t y ?  

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

10: I show you h e r e ,  Colonel TREXLER, what have 
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been e n t e r e d  i n t o  t h e  r e c o r d  a s  E x h i b i t s  P-14 ,  P-15, P-16, 
and P-17. 

(I0 hands E x h i b i t s  P-14,  P-15, P-16, and P-17 t o  
t h e  w i t n e s s .  

Would you have expected  t h a t  t h e  
PI0  s e c t i o n ,  which had such pho tos ,  would have made t h i s  
in fo rmat ion  known t o  t h e i r  immediate commanding o f f i c e r ?  

A. (Examining E x h i b i t  P-17) Y e s ,  s i r ,  I c e r t a i n l y  
would. have. On t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  one h e r e ,  i t  looks  l i k e  maybe 
t h e  t r o o p s  r i g h t  t h e r e  might be  s o r t  of  t a k i n g  cover ,  s o  
I d o n ' t  know i f  t h a t  one would b e  t h a t  s e r i o u s .  

(Examining E x h i b i t  P-16) Th i s  one where t h e  v i l l a g e  
i s  burn ing  and t h e r e  i s  a hootch t h e r e  and a body. There 
i s  a n o t h e r  one over  t h e r e .  

Q. Upon c l o s e  obse rva t ion  you w i l l  n o t i c e  t h a t  
t h e r e  a r e  t h r e e  of them t h e r e .  

A. That  one d e f i n i t e l y ,  s i r .  (Examining E x h i b i t  P-16) 
That  shou ld  have been shown and brought  t o  t h e  a t t e n t i o n  
of my people .  

(Examining E x h i b i t  P-15) That  one shou ld  have 
been brought  t o  t h e  a t t e n t i o n  of  my peop le ,  (examining E x h i b i t  
P-14) a s  w e l l  a s  t h i s  one. 

Q. I have h e r e  ano the r  document, Colonel  TREXLER. 
T h i s  has  been e n t e r e d  i n t o  t h e  r e c o r d  a s  E x h i b i t  M-5. 
The f r o n t  page c o n t a i n s  t h e  Eng l i sh  t r a n s l a t i o n  of  t h e  
o r i g i n a l  Vietnamese v e r s i o n  which is  a t t a c h e d  t o  it. I 
would ask  you t o  look a t  t h a t  and t e l l  m e  i f  you have 
e v e r  seen  it o r  any th ing  r e l a t e d  t o  i t ?  

(Hands E x h i b i t  M-5 t o  t h e  w i t n e s s . )  

A. No. I do n o t  remember s e e i n g  t h i s .  

Q. Colonel  TREXLER, i n  t h e  SOP o r d e r  t h a t  e s t a b l i s h e d  
Task Force  Barker  and a c t u a l l y  covers  t h e  t a s k  f o r c e  
o r g a n i z a t i o n  and s o  f o r t h  up to b r i g a d e ,  i n  a s s i g n i n g  
miss ions  and t a s k s  t o  t h e  u n i t s ,  and t h i s  i s  r e p e a t e d  f o r  
a l l  u n i t s ,  it s a y s :  "Deny needed f o o d s t u f f s  t o  t h e  enemy." 
What is  your  concept  of  what t h a t  means? 

A. W e l l ,  w e  conduct o p e r a t i o n s ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  t o  t h e  
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west. Most of t h e  enemy came i n  from t h e  w e s t .  W e  
would set up b a r r i e r s .  Of course,  t h a t  w a s  a very r i c h  
r i c e  a rea  g e n e r a l l y  along t h e  c o a s t ,  s o  w e  would s e t  up 
f requent  ambushes and so  f o r t h  t r y i n g  t o  c a t c h  t h e  VC 
and NVA t h a t  was coming i n  and p icking  up t h e  r i c e  from 
t h e  v i l l a g e r s .  I t  could a l s o  inc lude ,  when they searched 
t h e  v i l l a g e s  i n  conjunct ion with t h e  Vietnamese--if t h e r e  
was an excess ive  amount of r i c e  t h e r e  beyond t h e  needs of 
t h e  people,  it meant t ak ing  it up and moving it t o  Quang 
Ngai o r  An Dinh where it would be  r e d i s t r i b u t e d  o r  he ld  
and i ssued  t o  people. 

Q. But b a s i c a l l y ,  a s  f a r  a s  t h e  people were 
concerned, t h e r e  would s t i l l  be s u f f i c i e n t  foods tu f f  
t h e r e  t o  s u s t a i n  l i f e ?  

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Could t h i s  be i n t e r p r e t e d  t o  mean t h e  d e s t r u c t i o n  
of crops such as c u t t i n g  down corn and trees and t h i n g s  of 
t h i s  category? Could it mean t h e  s l a u g h t e r  of l i v e s t o c k ?  

No, sir. 

Q. To completely depr ive  t h e  popula t ion  of  any 
foods tu f f s?  

A. No, sir. It could n o t  mean t h a t .  This  po in t  
was c l e a r l y  made. 

Q - Colonel TREXLER, I have he re  ano the r  e x h i b i t ,  
D-6 ,  which is  a MACV Direc t ive  525-3 e n t i t l e d ,  
"Combat Operat ions,  Minimizing Noncombatant B a t t l e  
Casua l t i e s .  " 

A. S i r ,  one p o i n t  t h a t  I would l i k e  t o  mention 
back on t h a t  food. A s  I remember, before  any s u b s t a n t i a l  
q u a n t i t i e s  of food could be destroyed t h e  units had t o  g e t  
d i v i s i o n  approval .  I n  o t h e r  words, i f  t h e y  picked up a 
l a r g e  amount of r i c e ,  they could no t  d e s t r o y  it without  
permission. I t  would have t o  be evacuated, To g e t  back 
t o  what you s a i d ,  i f  t h e r e  were people i n  t h e  a r e a  and t h e  
food was picked up, t h e r e  was s t i l l  adequate  food l e f t  f o r  
t h e  people. 

Q. Right.  I f  they  had thousands of t o n s  of r i c e  
it would be taken? 
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Q. I would a l s o  ask you t o  address your a t t e n t i o n  
t o  paragraph 5 ( a )  on t h e  following page, p a r t i c u l a r l y  
t he  f i r s t  two sentences .  

A.  Yes, sir .  I would say t h a t  t h i s  was c l e a r l y  
expected. 

Q Would you have any spec i a l i zed  i n t e l l i g e n c e
t r a i n i n g  f o r  your i n t e l l i g e n c e  personnel  throughout t h e  
d i v i s i o n ?  

A. Now, t h i s  was p a r t  of t h e i r  t r a i n i n g ,  b u t  
when you say ,  d id  I ?  T h i s  was a po in t  t h a t  I p a r t i c u l a r l y  
discussed wi th  our M I  o f f i c e r s  and on any in s t ance  t h a t  was 
ever  repor ted  t o  me I would t e l l  him t o  go o u t  and r e i n s t r u c t  
a l l  of h i s  people,  i f  you want t o  c a l l  t h a t  t r a i n i n g .  But 
as  f a r  a s  a formal t r a i n i n g  program, I d o n ' t  remember having 
one because I f e l t  I was c e r t a i n l y  ca r ry ing  o u t  my d u t i e s  
by d i rec t ing- ­

Q. ( In te rpos ing)  I am reading he re  where it says
t h a t  everybody i s  respons ib le ,  and it more o r  l e s s  high ­
l i g h t s  i n v e s t i g a t i v e ,  i n t e l l i g e n c e ,  p o l i c e ,  photographic,  
and t h a t  kind of i nd iv idua l  t h a t  should be p a r t i c u l a r l y  on 
the  a l e r t  f o r  t h a t  kind of a c t i v i t y .  I t ' s  a ma t t e r  of 
emphasis t h a t  you and your i n t e l l i g e n c e  personnel  and 
detachment commanders might have placed on t h i s .  

A. For example, t h e  one in s t ance  t h a t  s t i c k s  i n  
my mind, and I b e l i e v e  t h a t  it occurred maybe down i n  
t h e  11th  a r e a  o r  somewhere t h e r e ,  t h a t  r e a l l y  upse t  m e  
very much. A pr i sone r ,  who a s  I remember w a s  a high-
ranking VC i n d i v i d u a l ,  so high t h a t  he was about t h e  
number two man i n  t h e  Quang Ngai Province,  and a r e p o r t  
reached m e  t h a t  he had been beaten on the head. I 
remember r a i s i n g  h e l l  about t h a t .  

Q. Beaten on t h e  head by whom? 

A. By t h e  cap tur ing  u n i t .  H e  s a i d  t h a t  t h e  U.S. 
had done it. 

Q. A s  p a r t  of t h i s  r e p o r t  w a s  t h e r e  any r e p o r t  
of him being l i n e d  up a g a i n s t . a  tree and sho t s  s t r a t e g i ­
c a l l y  placed over h i s  head and success ive ly  lowered? 

A. No, sir. This was a f t e r  he had been brought 
back and turned over ,  a s  I remember, t o  t h e  b a t t a l i o n .  
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Q. Do you r e c a l l  what u n i t  t h a t  was and t h e  t i m e  
pe r iod?  

A.  I b e l i e v e  it was around A p r i l ,  sometime i n  A p r i l .  

Q.  Do you remember t h e  a r e a  t h a t  t h e  man was cap tu red  
i n ?  

A .  I t h i n k  it was t o  t h e  w e s t  of Duc Pho. 

Q. Could it have been on t h e  northern--back of  t h e  
Song Tra  Khuc River?  

(The I 0  hands t h e  w i t n e s s  MAP-4.) 

Here's a map of t h e  My L a i  ( 4 )  a r e a .  H e r e ' s  
t h e  v i l l a g e  and t h i s  is  down i n  t h e  My Khe ( 2 )  a r e a  
( p o i n t i n g )  . 

A. From what I remember, it was t o  t h e  w e s t  of Duc 
Pho and t o  t h e  s o u t h  on your map t h e r e .  I d o n ' t  remember 
any i n c i d e n t  of t h a t  type  up i n  t h i s  wes te rn  a rea , '  s i r .  

Q. Do you r e c a l l  a n  i n d i v i d u a l  be ing  cap tu red  
d u r i n g  t h e  course  of  t h i s  o p e r a t i o n  of Task Force  Barker  
i n t o  t h e  Son Tinh a r e a ?  Captur ing  what was r e p o r t e d  t o  
be  t h e  Quang Ngai VC p rov ince  c h i e f ?  

A .  T h i s  might  b e  t h e  same i n d i v i d u a l .  To t h e  
b e s t  of my knowledge on ly  one was cap tu red  and he  was 
ve ry  h igh  ranking.  H e  was t h e  Quang Ngai,  e i t h e r  number 
one o r  number two i n d i v i d u a l ,  and a s  I remember, he was 
bea ten  on t h e  head. I remember r a i s i n g  h e l l  about  t h a t .  

Q. Was t h e r e  any r e p o r t  i n  t h e  l o g  o r  anything 
f i l e d  on t h a t ?  

A. My M I  o f f i c e r  i s  t h e  one tha t - -as  I remember 
it came t o  my a t t e n t i o n  a f t e r  he  was brought  back t o  t h e  
PW compound. NOW, a s  t o  whether  t h e  d i v i s i o n  MP's; i n  
t h e  compound made a r e p o r t  i n  t h e i r  l o g ,  I d o n ' t  h o w .  

Q I n  accordance w i t h  t h e  r u l e s  a s  I would 
unders tand them h e r e ,  t h e  mis t rea tment  of a p r i s o n e r  
t o  t h i s  degree  cou ld  w e l l  have t r i g g e r e d  a formal  
i n v e s t i g a t i o n ?  

A. T h a t ' s  c o r r e c t .  I d i d  n o t  make what would be  
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c a l l e d  a formal  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  b u t  I d i d ,  a s  I remember, 
 
t a l k  t o  everyone concerned. 
  

10: M r .  MACCRATE? 

MR MACCRATE: Colonel  TREXLER, you r e f e r r e d  t o  ~ e n e r a l  
YOUNG'S concern i n  t h e  overagress iveness  i n  t h i s  o p e r a t i o n .  
id he t a l k  about  why t h i s  might have occur red?  Did he  

i n d i c a t e  any i n t e r e s t  i n  what might have been behind i t ?  

A. I do n o t  remember. I t ' s  been q u i t e  a long t i m e  
ago. I d o n ' t  t h i n k  I remember him d i s c u s s i n g  any th ing  
behind it. 

Q Did he  i n d i c a t e  any th ing  a s  t o  how t h i s  had 
come t o  h i s  a t t e n t i o n  o r  how he  had g o t t e n  t h i s  in fo rmat ion?  

A.  No, s i r ,  he  d i d  n o t .  To my knowledge he  d i d  
n o t  t e l l  m e  who had r e p o r t e d  t h i s  t o  him. I assume, t h e  
way he t r a v e l l e d ,  h e ,  a long  w i t h  Genera l  KOSTER and a l l  
of our  a s s i s t a n t  d i v i s i o n  commanders--mostof them would 
l eave  t h e  f i r s t  t h i n g  i n  t h e  morning and r e t u r n  t h a t  n i g h t .  
There would b e  no reason  f o r  m e  t o  ask  him. I n  f a c t ,  a s  I 
remember, I d i d n ' t  q u e s t i o n  him one b i t .  

Q. D i d  he  q u e s t i o n  you? Did he  i n q u i r e  whether  
you had any in fo rmat ion?  

A. No, sir. H e  was s imply informing me. 

Q. But ,  w e r e n ' t  you t h e  source  of  i n f o r m a t i o n  i n  
many r e s p e c t s ?  Wouldn't  you be a n a t u r a l  one t o  t u r n  t o  
i f  he wanted in fo rmat ion  of  t h a t  k ind?  

A.  Not t o  make an  i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  

Q But ,  in fo rmat ion  might have come i n t o  your 
hands through t h e  MI? 

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  I n  which c a s e  I would have informed 
him and he knew t h a t .  

Q. But h e ,  s o  f a r  a s  you can  r e c a l l ,  w a s n ' t  s eek ing
in fo rmat ion  from you? 

A.  NO, sir. 

I0 : Colonel  TREXLER, a long  t h e  c o a s t l i n e  and i n  t h e  
popula ted  a r e a s  and s o  on ,  had you e v e r  hea rd  a n y t h i n g  t o  
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t h e  e f f e c t  t h a t  people w i l l  have a l l  gone t o  market by 
7 o 'c lock  i n  t h e  morning? 

A. No, sir. 

Q. So t h a t  you might expect  t h e  v i l l a g e  t o  be-­
t h e  impl ica t ion  would be  t h a t  t h e r e  wouldn't be any 
people i n  t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

A. An occupied v i l l a g e  wi th  any reasonable number 
of people,  I would expect  some of them t o  be t h e r e  a t  any 
t ime of t h e  day or  n i g h t  unless  t h e r e  was some o t h e r  
reason t h a t  they had been a l e r t e d  t o  g e t  out .  

Q. I n  o t h e r  words, they d i d n ' t  h a b i t u a l l y  each day 
o r  each weekday o r  something of t h i s  na tu re  on a s p e c i a l  
day--would t h e  whole v i l l a g e  j u s t  pack up and go t o  market? 

A. No, sir. 

Q. There would always be l e f t  behind c h i l d r e n ,  
t o d d l e r s ,  o l d  women, o l d  men, pregnant women, and 
persons i n  t h e s e  c a t e g o r i e s  under any circumstances? 

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q. I have h e r e  two a d d i t i o n a l  documents t h a t  I 
would l i k e  t o  c a l l  t o  your a t t e n t i o n ,  Colonel TREXLER. 
The f i r s t  one is Exh ib i t  D-5, which is  an Americal 
Divis ion Pub l i ca t ion ,  525-4,  s u b j e c t ,  "Combat Operation, 
Rules of Engagement." I would ask i f  you have ever  seen 
t h i s  document? 

A.  Y e s ,  sir.  I wculd say t h a t  my o f f i c e  had, 
probably, q u i t e  a b i t  t o  do with prepar ing  it. 

Q. Do you r e c a l l  whether o r  n o t  t h i s  document 
had been prepared o r  p u t  ou t  f o r  informat ional  purposes 
p r i o r  t o  i t s  p u b l i c a t i o n  on t h i s  da te?  

A .  I would t h i n k  t h a t  t h e  con ten t s  w e r e  c e r t a i n l y  
o u t  i n  one form o r  another .  

Q P r i o r  t o  t h e  p u b l i c a t i o n  of t h i s  d i r e c t i v e  and 
regu la t ion  and development of t h e  Americal SOP,, what 
opera t ion  procedures d i d  you opera te  under? 
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A. Of course t h e  b r igades ,  i n  t h e  c a s e  o i  t h e  
198th where I s t a r t e d  out  a t  F o r t  Hood wi th  them, before  
we even depar ted  from F o r t  Hood we s e n t  l i a i s o n  personnel 
over.  One of t h e  b igges t  c rashes  we had going a t  F o r t  
Hood was t h e  development of an SOP which incorpora ted  
everything t h a t  was p e r t i n e n t  i n  Vietnam t h a t  w e  should 
know i n  ca r ry ing  o u t  our  opera t ions .  

Q. A t  t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  t i m e ,  what w a s  t h e  base 
document, you might say,  f o r  t h e  develosment of your own 
SOP? 

A. The documents t h a t  w e  used? 

Q. Yes? 

A. A s  I remember, a couple of SOP'S from o t h e r  
u n i t s  t h a t  w e r e  he re  i n  Vietnam a t  t h e  t i m e .  

Q. Y e s ,  b u t  when you were going over ,  what was 
going t o  be your pa ren t  u n i t ?  

A. The America1 . 
Q. This  was when? 

A. W e  were going t o  j o i n  Task Force Oregon. 

Q. D i d  they  have an SOP? 

A. W e  g o t  everyth ing  t h a t  they had. S p e c i f i c a l l y  
whether they  had an SOP a t  t h a t  t ime,  I d o n ' t  r e a l l y  remember. 

Q. U n t i l  such t i m e  a s  t h e  America1 Divis ion  published 
i t s  SOP, would t h e  SOP and t h e  d i r e c t i v e s  and s o  f o r t h  of 
Task Force Oregon have been app l i cab le?  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q- You a r e  f a m i l i a r  wi th  t h i s  document then? 

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q. I have another  document da ted  24 March, s u b j e c t  
"The Safeguarding of Noncombatants," addressed t o  a l l  com­
manders--Headquarters, Americal Divis ion ,  s igned by S.W. 
KOSTER, Commanding General ,  America1 Div i s ion .  Are you 
f a m i l i a r  wi th  t h i s  document? 

(TREXLER) 25  APP T-30 

F A D  A W P T P T n T  T T C P  AhTT V 



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

(Hands E x h i b i t  M-9 t o  t h e  wi tness  .) 

A. Y e s ,  sir. I th ink  I remember reading  t h i s .  

Q. Do you know what s e c t i o n  t h i s  w a s  prepared 
i n  i f  it were i n  f a c t  prepared by a s e c t i o n ?  

A. I c a n ' t  s p e c i f i c a l l y  say.  I would t h i n k  t h a t  
General KOSTER wrote a g r e a t  d e a l  of it. H e  might have 
g o t t e n  some of h i s  information from t h e  G 2  and t h e  G 3  t h a t  
went i n  he re ,  and some of it from t h e  provost  marshal. 

Q. Do you remember any d i scuss ion  a t  t h i s  p a r t i c ­
u l a r  time concerning t h i s  document o r  what prompted it o r  
anything s p e c i a l  p u t  o u t  by t h e  commanding genera l  o r  t h e  
ch ie f  of s t a f f  a t  t h e  t ime? 

A. No, sir. I c a n ' t  r e a l l y  say t h a t  I do. 

Q. A t  t h i s  t i m e ,  t h i s  would n o t  have r a i s e d  any 
p a r t i c u l a r  susp ic ion  o r  anything e l s e  i n  your mind? 

A. On 24 March it could have been poss ib ly  as a 
d i r e c t  r e s u l t  of t h a t  i n c i d e n t .  

Q But, you d i d n ' t  know t h e  i n c i d e n t ?  

A.  I d i d n ' t  know of t h e  i n c i d e n t  t o  t h e  e x t e n t  t h a t  it 
has been pub l i c i zed ,  s ir .  I would expect  t h i s .  This  i s  n o t  
t h e  f i r s t  t ime t h a t  I saw something s i m i l a r  t o  t h i s .  I n  t h e  
198th w e  f r equen t ly  pu t  o u t  something l i k e  t h i s  and emphasized 
t h i s  proper conduct on t h e  b a t t l e f i e l d .  

I0: Do you have any ques t ions ,  Colonel MILLER? 

COL MILLER: Colonel TREXLER, d i d  you have any impression 
of an enemy bui ldup dur ing  February i n  Quang Ngai? 

A. I ' v e  watched the--yes. I t h i n k  t h a t  we d i d  
suspec t  some bui ldup and p a r t i c u l a r l y  t o  t h e  west of Quang 
Ngai. Over i n  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  a r e a  t h a t  you a r e  t a l k i n g  
about ,  t h e r e  was one p a r t i c u l a r  u n i t  t h a t  s tayed t h e r e ,  
t h e  48th B a t t a l i o n .  However, they d i d  no t  always s t a y  
t h e r e .  They moved around q u i t e  a b i t .  

Q- Where were they c a r r i e d  dur ing  t h i s  per iod?  
Were they c a r r i e d  east o r  west of Highway l ?  
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A. I would say t h a t  75 percen t  of t h e  t i m e  they 
were c a r r i e d  t o  t h e  e a s t  and s p e c i f i c a l l y  a t  t h e  t ime of 
t h i s  opera t ion  I th ink  they were c a r r i e d  t o  t he  e a s t .  

Q. Did you rece ive  a copy of t h e  MACV d a i l y
i n t e l l i g e n c e  summary? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Was t h e r e  any i n d i c a t i o n  of movement of 
rocke ts  i n t o  t h e  province about t h a t  t i m e  o r  do you 
r e c a l l ?  

A. I ' v e  read t h a t  i n  t h e  newspaper and I remember 
one occasion,  I'm not going t o  say j u s t  when it w a s ,  b u t  
I do remember one occasion when t h e r e  was a r e p o r t  t h a t  
some 122 rocke t s  were being moved over i n t o  t h a t  a r ea .  
Of course ,  w e  were p r e t t y  gun-shy of 122 ' s  a t  t h a t  time 
because w e  had been h i t  wi th  them s e v e r a l  t i m e s .  

Q. Do you r e c a l l  whether a NVA packet  had eve r  
been dispatched o r  received by t h e  48th Local Force 
Bat ta l ion?  

A. That t ies i n  wi th  t h a t  packet ,  b u t  I never 
considered t h a t  t h e  48th had any NVA i n  them. I always 
considered t h e  48th as being a s t r i c t l y  p r e t t y  good l o c a l  
fo rce  b a t t a l i o n ,  gue r r i l l a - type  opera t ion .  

Q. Did you d i scuss  propaganda r e p o r t s  wi th  Colonel 
BLACKLEDGE i n  February o r  March? 

A. I might have because every time I would v i s i t  
Duc Pho o r  he would v i s i t  m e ,  w e  would d i scuss  everything 
t h a t  w e  were aware of .  I c e r t a i n l y  t r i e d  t o  g e t  him t o  
d i scuss  everything t h a t  he was aware of and I t r i e d  t o  
keep him informed. I f e l t  t h a t  it worked both ways. 

Q. How f requent  was t h i s  con tac t?  How f requent  
was t h i s  eyeba l l  con tac t?  

A. A t  l e a s t  weekly. I t  would have been more 
o f t e n ,  b u t  r e a l l y  our  choppers were no t  t h e  b e s t  and I 
was e i t h e r  bumming a r i d e  o r  occas iona l ly  t h e r e  was one 
chopper t h a t  w a s  a v a i l a b l e  t o  t h e  ch ie f  of s t a f f  and t h e  
G2 and t h e  G3. So I t r i e d  t o  g e t  t o  a l l  of our  b r igade  
loca t ions  a t  l e a s t  weekly. 

Q. Do you r e c a l l  i f  you o r  Colonel BLACKLEDGE 
assigned any c r e d i b i l i t y  a t  a l l  t o  any propaganda documents? 
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A. He might have assigned more than I would. 
Propaganda documents by t h e  enemy I would look a t ,  maybe, 
b u t  t h e r e  were j u s t  t o o  many o t h e r  sources of informat ion 
t h a t  I placed more s i g n i f i c a n c e  on, PW r e p o r t s ,  captured 
documents, and Chieu Hoi Reports.  I placed a g r e a t  d e a l  
more weight fon t h e s e l .  

Q. Did you ever  ass ign  any p r i o r i t y  t o  t h e  t r a n s ­
l a t i o n  of t hese  documents, o r  w e r e  they j u s t  normally lay ing  
around? 

A. That  was a problem. You always had a g r e a t  dea l  
more than you could handle.  I f  something came i n  t h a t  looked 
s i g n i f i c a n t ,  I wouldn't  h e s i t a t e  t o  g e t  it down t o  Saigon t o  
g e t  it t r a n s l a t e d .  I used t o  push my M I  people t o  go through 
t h i s  s t u f f  and t r y  t o  g e t  t h e  important  s t u f f  t r a n s l a t e d  a s  
soon a s  poss ib le .  

Q. I n  t h e  t r a n s l a t i o n  of a document such a s  t h i s ,  
would each document be analyzed f o r  i t s  value and each 
document t r a n s l a t e d  o r  would t h e r e  be a p r i o r i t y ?  Would 
any documents go by without  being t r a n s l a t e d ?  

A. Some documents could,  yes.  I f  a couple of 
words i n  it were t r a n s l a t e d ,  and it d i d n ' t  appear t o  be 
anything of any s i g n i f i c a n c e ,  t h e r e  was j u s t  t o o  much 
of it. 

Q. What I am t r y i n g  t o  f i n d  ou t ,  t he  document 
t h a t  you were shown e a r l i e r  where w e  have a NVA propaganda 
l e a f l e t  t h a t  w a s  t r a n s l a t e d ,  somewhere along the  l i n e ,  some­
body had t o  decide t o  t r a n s l a t e  t h i s .  I was t r y i n g  t o  
understand t h e  procedure i n  r ece iv ing  t h e s e  th ings  and 
i n  going about t r a n s l a t i n g  them and what s o r t  of p r i o r i t y  
they would rece ive?  

A. We would t r y  t o  s i f t  ou t  everything t h a t  we 
could handle,  and a s  I remernber.the remainder of it we 
would s h i p  t o  Saigon t o  t h i s  cen te r .  I t  was phys i ca l ly  
impossible. W e  were under-strength a t  t h e  t i m e .  I n  f a c t  
t h e  A r n e r i c a l ,  s t a r t i n g  ou t  t h e  way they were wi th  s epa ra t e  
b r igades ,  each of them had t h e i r  own M I  and t h i s  was t r u e  
dur ing t h e  e n t i r e  t i m e  I w a s  t h e r e .  That  had many advan- 
t a g e s  a s  wel l  a s  many disadvantages ,  bu t  a t  d i v i s i o n  l e v e l  
where I had my M I  detachment, I c e r t a i n l y  d id  not  have t h e  
resources  of a normal d i v i s i o n  t h a t  had one M I  detachment. 
I gave t h e  br igades  what I f e l t  they needed. I had t o  
r e l y  on t h e  br igades  t o  s i f t  through a l o t  of t h i s  because 
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they had some p r e t t y  good M I  detachments. I inspected  
t h e  s t u f f  t h a t  appeared t o  be r e a l  s i g n i f i c a n t  t o  them, 
for  them t o  follow through on it r i g h t  away. he s t u f f  
t h a t  they c o u l d n ' t  handle and d i d n ' t  appear q u i t e  so  s i g -  
n i f i c a n t  when it h i t  t h e  divis ion--I  expected my people 
t o  g e t  o u t  of t h e r e  anything t h a t  might be of some value  
t o  us ,  and i f  it looked l i k e  some long-range s t u f f  I turned  
it over t o  someone else. 

COL MILLER: T h a t ' s  a l l  I have. 

I0: I t h i n k  it might be f a i r  t o  state i n  looking 
  

a t  VC propaganda documents, Colonel TREXLER, t h a t  it 
 

might n o t  be necessary i n  a l l  cases  t o  t r a n s l a t e ?  
  


A. yes ,  sir. 

9- The p o i n t  being t h a t  a good Vietnamese s k i l l e d  
i n  t h a t  could scan t h a t  and he would, i f  he s e e s  something 
important ,  then  t r a n s l a t e  it. I t  was a l s o  t r u e  t h a t  a l o t  
of t h i s  material came t o  you through Vietnamese sources:  
d i s t r i c t s ,  provinces,  and var ious  o t h e r  sources  connected 
with t h e  ARVN o r  t h e  GVN? 

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q. I have one o t h e r  ques t ion  and t h a t  is whether 
you ever  heard of an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  of t h e  M y  La i  i n c i d e n t  
being conducted by t h e  ARVN o r  by t h e  GVN whi le  you were 
t h e r e  with t h e  d i v i s i o n ?  

A. NO, sir .  

a. You were no t  acquainted with the f a c t  t h a t  
General LAM and Colonel TOAN were i n t e r e s t e d  i n  it and 
Colonel K H I E N  of Quang Ngai province,  and L ieu tenan t  
TAN of Son Tinh d i s t r i c t ?  

A. No, sir. 

10: Have you anything f u r t h e r ?  

MR MACCRATE: NO. 

I0: Colonel TREXLER, be fo re  we t e r d n a t e  t h i s  
hearing I ' d  l i k e  t o  g ive  you t h e  oppor tun i ty  t o  make 
any s tatement  which you'd l i k e  t o ,  which in your judg- 
ment would a s s i s t  us  i n  t h i s  a rea .  
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A. No. Other than  I t h i n k  t h a t  our  p o l i c i e s  were 
q u i t e  c l e a r  concerning conduct on t h e  b a t t l e f i e l d  and t h e  
involvement wi th  the c i v i l i a n s .  For example, i n  t h e  same 
a r e a  I d i s t i n c t l y  remember w e  were most concerned about 
r e l o c a t i n g ,  and n o t  i n  t h e  same a r e a s  i n  t h e  nor th ,  b u t  
i n  t h e  Muscatine a r e a .  I n  my d i scuss ions  with t h e  b a t t a l i o n  
commanders be fo re  I became a G 2 ,  t h e r e  were s e v e r a l  
o l d  women and men i n  t h i s  v i l l a g e ,  and we knew very c l e a r l y  
t h a t  they  were VC sympathizers .  Yet we took c a r e  when w e  
used t o  search  through t h e  v i l l a g e s  and s o  f o r t h ,  and w e  
d i d  n o t  bother  t h e  c i v i l i a n s .  We were cons tan t ly  negot- 
i a t i n g  wi th  t h e  ARVN 's and t h e  .province c h i e f s  and t h e  
d i s t r i c t  c h i e f s  to r e l o c a t e  them and t o  g e t  them o u t  of 
t h e  a r e a  because it was d e f i n i t e l y  a VC a rea .  Cer ta in ly ,  
no e f f o r t  was made, nor was it t o l e r a t e d ,  t o  f o r c i b l y  
remove them. I t  was  our  goa l  i n  t h i s  whole a r e a  t o  r e l o c a t e  
and e s t a b l i s h  some resemblance of c o n t r o l  i n  re fugee  camps 
and refugee camps were set up f o r  t h i s  purpose. This  w a s  
considered one of t h e  worst  a r e a s  f o r  mines and booby t r a p s  
t h a t  w e  had. W e  had many ROK Marines t h a t  went through 
t h i s  a rea  and l e f t  many mines behind t h a t  t h e  enemy had 
used. There were minef i e lds  t h a t  t h e  R O K ' s  j u s t  l e f t  
and our  t roops  f r e q u e n t l y  g o t  caught i n  them. We had 
s e v e r a l  real bad i n c i d e n t s  where a couple of people g o t  
caught i n  a minef i e ld  and o t h e r s  went a f t e r  them and you 
would end up having s i x  o r  e i g h t  people g e t t i n g  k i l l e d  and 
a dozen wounded. A s  f a r  a s  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  i n c i d e n t  t h a t  
you a r e  t a l k i n g  abou t ,  I c e r t a i n l y  never had any knowledge 
t h a t  t h e r e  was such a l a r g e  number of c i v i l i a n s  indiscr im- 
i n a t e l y  k i l l e d .  T h a t ' s  a l l  I have, sir.  

I0: This  hea r ing  w i l l  r e c e s s  u n t i l  0830 tomorrow 
morning. 

(The hea r ing  recessed  a t  2010 hours,  19  
December 1969 . )  
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(The hear ing  reconvened a t  1140 hours ,  13 February 
1970.) 
 


10: The hea r ing  w i l l  come t o  order .  

RCDR: The fol lowing named persons a r e  p resen t :  LTG PEERS, 
MR WEST, MR MACCRATE, MR WALSH, COL FRANKLIN, and MAJ LYNN. 

S i r ,  t h e  hear ing  r e c a l l s  Colonel Tommy P. TREXLER. 

(COL TREXLER was r e c a l l e d  as  a w i t n e s s ,  was re­
minded t h a t  he  was s t i l l  under oa th ,  and t e s t i f i e d  as  follows:) 

10: I d o n ' t  want t o  go i n t o  too  much d e t a i l  on t h i s  
Colonel TREXLER, b u t  s i n c e  you have l a s t  been h e r e ,  we have 
learned  much more about t h i s  s i t u a t i o n  than  w e  knew before .  W e  
have t a l k e d  t o  about 350 people. We've ga thered  a l a r g e  number 
of documents, and we've a l s o  made a t r i p  t o  South Vietnam, v i ­
s i t i n g  t h e  headquar ters ,  U . S .  and Vietnamese, i n  t h e  r e l a t e d  chains  
of command. So w e  a r e  i n  a reasonably.good p o s i t i o n  a s  f a r  a s  
t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  i s  concerned. But w e  s t i l l  have some gaps. 

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q. And t h a t ' s  t h e  reason we're  c a l l i n g  you back i n  t h i s  
morning t o  t a l k  t o  you. The t h i n g  we want t o  t a l k  about has  t o  
do wi th  t h e  funct ioning  of  t h e  d i v i s i o n  headquar ters  and t h e  i n -  
t e r r e l a t i o n s h i p  t h a t  e x i s t e d  w i t h i n  t h e  command element and t h e  
general  and h i s  s p e c i a l  s t a f f .  I t h i n k  t h a t ' s  enough of an in ­
t roduc t ion .  I f  you can t e l l  me, what was your apprec ia t ion  of 
how t h i s  d i v i s i o n  headquar ters  funct ioned wi th  r e s p e c t  t o ,  l e t ' s  
say,  t h e  genera l  s t a f f  about  t h e  time of March 1968? 

A. Well, maybe I d o n ' t  g e t  t h e  p o i n t ,  b u t  I ' l l  exp la in  
how we operated and then  you can ask me o t h e r  s p e c i f i c  ques t ions .  
With t h e  genera l  s t a f f  t h e  commanding g e n e r a l ,  of course ,  would 
rece ive  h i s  a f te rnoon b r i e f i n g  which was p resen ted  over  i n  t h e  
command b r i e f i n g  room. Then from t h e r e  the G 2 ,  63, a r t i l l e r y  
o f f i c e r ,  a s s i s t a n t  d i v i s i o n  commanders, and t h e  chief  of s t a f f  
would immediately proceed t o  General KOSTE?R1s o f f i c e  a t  which 
po in t  of t ime t h e  f i r s t  o rde r  of bus iness  would be t h e  i n t e l l i -  
gence b r i e f i n g  b r ing ing  General KOSTER up t o  da te .  Immediately 
following t h a t  t h e  a v i a t i o n  o f f i c e r  would come i n  and p r e s e n t  
t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  s i t u a t i o n  f o r  t h e  nex t  day i n  conjunct ion wi th  
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t h e  G3. Then General  KOSTER would g ive  s p e c i f i c  guidance, lis ­
t e n  t o  t h e  comments of those  p r e s e n t ,  and i s s u e  s p e c i f i c  guid ­
ance,  t o  t h e  genera l  s t a f f  o r  t o  h i s  a s s i s t a n t  d i v i s i o n  com­
mander. Of course  now t h e  fol lowing morning t h e r e  was a b r i e f ­
ing.  

Q. I understand a l l  of t h a t .  I t h i n k  w e  g o t  t h a t  down 
p r e t t y  w e l l ,  Colonel TREXLER, about  t h e  evening s t a f f  b r i e f i n g s ,  
t h e  morning b r i e f i n g s ,  t h e  update t o  what happened t h e  previous 
n i g h t ,  and any new h o t  i t e m s  of i n t e l l i g e n c e  t h a t  you may have 
had. I th ink  I understand t h a t  p a r t  a l l  r i g h t ,  b u t  le t ' s  come 
down t o  t h e  r e a l  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  and t h e  de lega t ion  of a u t h o r i t y  
and t h i s .  Did you func t ion  a s  a G2 should funct ion?  

A. Yes, sir. I f e e l  t h a t  General KOSTER gave m e  t h e  
. f u l l  a u t h o r i t y  to  perform a s  I thought a G 2  should funct ion .  

Q- Yes? 

A. And t o  accomplish everyth ing  t h a t  t h e  G2 w a s  respon­
s i b l e  f o r ,  and I had a f a i r l y  f r e e  r e i n  t o  do so.  

Q. Y e s ,  now what about t h e  o p e r a t i o n a l  s i d e ,  t h e  G 3  
  
s i d e ?  
  

A. Y e s ,  sir. O f  course your a s s i s t a n t  d i v i s i o n  com­

manders and t h e  CG a r e  your b e s t  " 3 ' s " ;  however, I t h i n k  t h e  
  
G3, genera l ly  speaking, funct ioned a s  he should. 
  

Q. To what o t h e r  d i v i s i o n  headquarters  have you been 
 
assigned? 
  

A. What d i v i s i o n  headquarters?  

Q Y e s .  

A. The 2d Divis ion  and t h e  America1 ~ i v i s i o n .  I . w a s  
  
t h e  G1 of t h e  2d Divis ion  a t  F o r t  Benning. 
 

a - F o r t  Benning? 

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q. How many y e a r s  be fo re  t h a t ?  
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A. Before I went--that w a s  i n  1965. 

Q. Y e s .  Did you f e e l  t h a t  t h e  G3 was doing h i s  job 
 

as s p e l l e d  o u t  i n  FM 101-5, f o r  prepar ing  t h e  p l a n s ,  providing 
  

t h e  o p e r a t i o n a l  back up f o r  t h e  commanding g e n e r a l ,  and coor ­
d i n a t i n g  opera t ions?  

A. Y e s ,  sir. He had s e v e r a l  o f f i c e r s  working f o r  him 
a t  G3 prepar ing  p lans  and t h e  "3" b r i e f e d  the CG on h i s  concept 
of how he f e l t  t h e  p lans  should be executed. 

Q. What was t h e  genera l  atmosphere? Was it a happy
headquarters?  What about i t ?  I ' m  b r i n g i n g  you down he re  asking  
you mat te r s  of opinion.  I d o n s t  want hedging. I want you t o  
g ive  me hones t  opinions.  T h a t ' s  why I ' v e  g o t  you here .  

A. Y e s ,  sir. W e l l ,  t h e r e  w a s  a normal amount of g r i p i n g  
I imagine. I d o n ' t  t h i n k  it was excess ive .  A s  t h e  G 2 ,  I f e l t  
t h a t  I w a s  p roper ly  t r e a t e d  and respec ted .  Based on a v i s i t  
up t o  t h e  America1 l a t e r  where we had ano the r  d i v i s i o n  comman- 
d e r ,  I know it was an a l t o g e t h e r  d i f f e r e n t  atmosphere. 

Q. What do you mean by t h a t ?  

A. W e l l ,  General  GETTYS, f o r  example, had a d i f ­
f e r e n t  p e r s o n a l i t y  from General KOSTER. H e  w a s  a more j o l l y  
type,  General  KOSTER, i f  you want my opin ion ,  adopted a 
more p r o f e s s i o n a l  a t t i t u d e .  H e  wasn ' t  a s  prone t o  c a r r y  on 
a more f r i e n d l y  atmosphere a s  another  commander. But t h a t ' s  
j u s t  s t r i c t l y  p e r s o n a l i t y .  Pe r sona l ly ,  I had a l l  t h e  r e s p e c t  
i n  t h e  world f o r  General KOSTER. I thought  he was an extremely 
capable d i v i s i o n  commander. 

Q - How about t h e  chief  of s t a f f ?  Did he have a u t h o r i t y  
to do h i s  job a s  a ch ie f  of s t a f f  and r e a l l y  coordina te  t h e  
s t a f f  and make s u r e  t h a t  t h e  s t a f f  w a s  doing  t h e  t h i n g s  they 
should be doing? 

A.. B a s i c a l l y ,  I t h i n k  s o ,  

Q. Bas ica l ly?  

A.  Y e s ,  sir. 
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Q. Is t h i s  t r u e  f o r  Colonel PARSON? 

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q. I t a k e  from what you s a i d ,  t h e  commanding genera l  
then  had t h e  utmost confidence i n  him, and he j u s t  l e t  him 
coordina te  t h e  s t a f f ?  T h a t ' s  t h e  impression you ' r e  g iv ing  m e  
now. Tha t ' s  why I want you t o  come o u t  and t e l l  m e  what 
you th ink .  

A. A s  f a r  as I know, Colonel PARSON--for example, one 
t h i n g ,  Colonel PARSON s a i d  t h a t  he completely revamped t h e  
opera t ions  cen te r .  

Q - Yes? 

A. And General  KOSTER c e r t a i n l y  gave him t h e  a u t h o r i t y  
t o  do t h a t .  I n  f a c t  I would t h i n k  t h a t  dur ing  t h e  t ime frame 
I was t h e r e  t h a t  w a s  probably t h e  most s i g n i f i c a n t  accomplish ­
ment o f  a ch ief  o f  s t a f f  t h a t  t i e d  i n  with t h e  G2. That  
g r e a t l y  a f f e c t e d  my opera t ion  as w e l l .  A s  t o  any p r i v a t e  d i s ­
cussions and so  f o r t h  he  might have had wi th  t h e  c h i e f  o f  
s t a f f ,  I have no knowledge of it, b u t  outwardly,  t h e  ch ie f  of  
s t a f f  he ld  a morning b r i e f i n g  wi th  t h e  o f f i c e r s  who were going 
i n  t o  see  General  KOSTER before  w e  went i n  t o  determine what 
was going t o  be d iscussed .  H e  p r e t t y  much c o n t r o l l e d  t h a t ,  
which I th ink  i s  t h e  p r e r o g a t i v e  of t h e  ch ie f  of s t a f f .  H e  
w a s  allowed t o  do t h a t .  He h e l d  meetings g e n e r a l l y  every 
week i n  which he gave o u t  guidance t o  t h e  e n t i r e  s t a f f ,  n o t  
only h i s  genera l  s t a f f ,  b u t  t h e  s p e c i a l  s t a f f  as w e l l .  

Q Would t h i s  same kind of r e l a t i o n s h i p  t h a t  you
have descr ibed  t h a t  e x i s t e d  f o r  yourse l f  and f o r  t h e  G3, would 
t h i s  a l s o  be f o r  the $2, t h e  G 4 ,  and t h e  G5? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. How about t h e  s p e c i a l  s t a f f ?  

A. The same t h i n g  w a s  t r u e .  

Q- Now what was t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  and what a u t h o r i t y  
and de lega t ion  of a u t h o r i t y  passed between General KOSTER and 
h i s  ADC? 

A. One of h i s  A D C ' s  w a s  p r imar i ly  o r i e n t e d  toward t h e  
combat opera t ions  and one of them pr imar i ly  o r i e n t e d  toward t h e  
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l o g i s t i c  and a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  p a r t .  During t h e  t ime I was t h e r e  
he had General RYDER, General YOUNG, and of course General 
GALLOWAY came-- 

Q- ( In te rpos ing)  What w a s  h i s  r e l a t i o n s h i p  with Gen- 
 
e r a l  RYDER? I know General RYDER very we l l .  A s  a mat ter  of 
 
f a c t  he l e f t  my d i v i s i o n  and came down t h e r e .  
  

A. H e  gave General RYDER a p r e t t y  f r e e  hand. For 
example, when I f i r s t  went over t h e r e  wi th  t h e  198th,  he gave 
General RYDER p r e t t y  much a f r e e  hand i n  squar ing  away t h e  
198th. I n  f a c t ,  General RYDER moved down t o  Duc Pho where we 
were undergoing our  t r a i n i n g ,  r i g h t  i n  t h a t  v i c i n i t y ,  before  
we moved up t o  t h e  Chu La i  a r e a .  And he gave General  RYDER, 
I ' d  say ,  about a s  much of a f r e e  hand t o  conduct t h e  oper- 
a t i o n  as-­

Q- ( In te rpos ing)  What about General  YOUNG when he 
  

came i n ?  Did he have t h e  same degree of freedom and t h e  same 
 

au thor i ty?  
  


A. I wouldn ' t  say t h a t  he  had t h e  s a m e  degree ,  probably 
no t  q u i t e  a s  much of a f r e e  hand as General  RYDER d i d .  How­
ever ,  General YOUNG c e r t a i n l y  moved o u t  smar t ly  and d i d  on h i s  
v i s i t s  pass  o u t  i n d i v i d u a l  guidance t o  a l l  of t h e  br igade 
commanders and b a t t a l i o n  commanders. I n  f a c t ,  w i th  General 
YOUNG, I used t o  go wi th  him about once a week, s i n c e  t h e  
h e l i c o p t e r s  were f a i r l y  s h o r t  as f a r  a s  t h e  genera l  s t a f f  going 
o u t  and General YOUNG used t o  t a k e  me around. General  YOUNG 
d i d n ' t  seem t h a t  h i s  hands were t i e d  t o  any e x t e n t .  He seemed 
t o  have a p r e t t y  f r e e  hand i n  what you would expect  an 
a s s i s t a n t  d i v i s i o n  commander t o  be doing. 

Q. Did he  have a u t h o r i t y  t o  approve t h e  b a t t a l i o n s  
opera t ions  o r  b r igade  opera t ions?  

A. S i r ,  I ' m  not  p o s i t i v e  on t h a t .  I wouldn ' t  t h ink  
t h a t  he would have t h e  s p e c i f i c  a u t h o r i t y .  I t h i n k  on anything 
l i k e  t h a t  he would come back i n  and d i s c u s s  it wi th  General  
KOSTER. I n  f a c t ,  I ' d  say t h a t  was p r e t t y  much t h e  case  a l l  
along, t h a t  General  KOSTER was t h e  f i n a l  approval .  For a 
b a t t a l i o n  o r  l a r g e r  s i z e  opeat ion ,  General KOSTER d e f i n i t e l y  
would want t o  be t h e  one t h a t  w a s  making t h e  dec i s ion .  
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Q - W e l l ,  I t h i n k  you've p r e t t y  we l l  answered my ques t ion  
wi th  r e s p e c t  t o  t h e  br igade  commander then.  Opera t iona l ly  
speaking, they  had some a u t h o r i t y  b u t  they had t o  g e t  t h e i r  
b r igade  o p e r a t i o n s  and b a t t a l i o n  opera t ions  approved by d i v i s i o n  
headquarters  b e f o r e  they could be executed? 

A. T h a t ' s  r i g h t ,  yes ,  sir. 

Q - How d i d  you g e t  t h e  i n t e l l i g e n c e  i n p u t  i n t o  one of 
those? 

A. For one of t h e  opera t ions?  

Q - Yes, L e t ' s  t a k e  h y p o t h e t i c a l l y  t h a t  General  KOSTER 
v i s i t e d  br igade  headquar ters  and they o u t l i n e d  a b a t t a l i o n  
opera t ion  and he  made t h e  judgment t o  go ahead. How would t h e  
i n t e l l i g e n c e  i n p u t  from t h e  d i v i s i o n  be p u t  i n t o  it i f ,  l e t ' s  
say ,  it had been c o n t r a d i c t o r y  t o  t h a t  t h e  br igade  o r  b a t t a l i o n  
might have had. 

A. Well, of course  any i n t e l l i g e n c e  t h a t  w e  der ived  
s t r i c t l y  from t h e  d i v i s i o n  w a s  passed down t o  t h e  b r igade  as w e  
rece ived  it. A t  t h e  s a m e  t ime, any i n t e l l i g e n c e  t h a t  they  re­
ceived w a s  passed up t o  m e .  I f  it con t rad ic ted  each o t h e r  t h e n  
I would r e s o l v e  it, 

Q. Well, suppose you d i d n ' t  even know i t ?  

A. I f  I d i d n ' t  know it, then  t h e r e ' s  n o t  anyth ing  I 
could do about it. However, t h i s  i s  something t h a t  w a s  a 
cont inuing  mat t e r  of my emphasis t o  t h e  S2 ' s  a t  br igade  a s  
w e l l  a s  any of the b a t t a l i o n s , a s  I v i s i t e d  b a t t a l i o n s  t o  pass  

. t h e i r  i n t e l l i g e n c e  up t o  m e .  

Q. Did most of t h e s e  p l a n s  f o r  opera t ions  come i n t o  
  
t h e  d i v i s i o n  headquar ters  i n  w r i t t e n  form or-- 
 

A. ( In te rpos ing)  No, sir. 

Q. Where w e r e  they approved? 

A. The p lans?  

Q* Y e s .  

36 APP T-30 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 
 


A. The concept of t h e  opera t ion  would be approved a t  
d iv i s ion .  

Q. How d i d  you g e t  i t ?  

A. I t  came i n  through G 3  channels t o  t h e  ,ope ra t ions  cen- 
ter--


Q. ( In te rpos ing)  That becomes an o p e r a t i o n a l  p lan ,  
doesn ' t  i t ?  

A. O r  a l i a i s o n  o f f i c e r  would come i n .  

Q. Yes, t hey  would have t h e  i n t e l l i g e n c e  annexed? 

A. Not s p e c i f i c a l l y .  Most of t h e  o p e r a t i o n s  d i d  n o t  
have formal w r i t t e n  p lans .  Most o f t h e m  were fragmentary type ,  
with an over lay  of t h e  concept of t h e  opera t ion .  

Q. Was t h i s  a un ive r sa l  way t h a t  it would happen? 

A. B a s i c a l l y ,  yes ,  sir.  

Q. L e t  m e  ask you something then .  Everything we have 
indica ted  t h a t  Task Force Barker ' s  ope ra t ion  i n t o  t h e  A 0  
extension was based upon t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e  48th Local Force 
B a t t a l i o n  had moved i n  there. Headquarters,  MACV, I11 MAF and 
your headquar ters  c a r r i e d  t h e  48th Local Force B a t t a l i o n  i n  
t h e  mountains t o  t h e  west. Now how could you do t h a t ?  

A. When I was t e s t i f y i n g  be fo re  Congress, I t o l d  them 
t h a t  a s  f a r  a s  t h e  G2 was concerned, I could not  t e l l  you f o r  
example t h a t  t h e r e  was a f o r c e  of 200 o r  300 people i n  a c e r t a i n  
v i l l a g e  a t  a c e r t a i n  t i m e .  Now my i n t e l l i g e n c e  and t h e  i n t e l -  
l igence  t h a t  I considered--the whole s e c r e t  of t h e  game i d e a l l y  
would be t o  t r y  t o  p inpoin t  t h e  enemy l i k e  y o u ' r e  saying. T h a t ' s  
t h e  i d e a l  s o l u t i o n .  

Q. Well, you must have seen t h i s  p l a n  then.  From what 
you say ,  Colonel TREXLER, you must have seen  t h i s  p l a n  when it 
came i n .  

A. No, s ir .  

Q. Well, you ind ica ted  t h a t  t h e  p l a n  inc luding  t h e  concept 
of opera t ions  came i n t o  t h e  d i v i s i o n  headquar ters  and w a s  approved 
before t h e s e  t h i n g s  w e r e  implemented. 
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A. I ' m  s ay ing  t h a t  t h e  concept was approved f o r  t h e  p lan .  

Q. Yes? 

A. Now t h e  i n t e l l i g e n c e ,  I do n o t  remember any mention 
of a s p e c i f i c  s i z e  enemy f o r c e  being i n  a c e r t a i n  loca t ion .  Now 
t h e  normal l o c a t i o n s  f o r  t h e  48th Local Force B a t t a l i o n  was i n  
t h a t  genera l  area.  S p e c i f i c a l l y  I cannot say My L a i  ( 4 ) .  A s  far 
a s  My Lai  ( 4 )  i s  concerned, I wasn ' t  even aware of My La i  ( 4 )  
u n t i l  t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  s t a r t e d .  But I do know t h a t  i n  t h e  
~ u s c a t i n ea r e a  o v e r  i n t o  t h e  south of t h e  Batangan Peninsula  
was t h e  normal o p e r a t i o n a l  a r e a  f o r  t h e  48th Local Force B a t t a l i o n .  
Now you ' re  saying  our  i n t e l l i g e n c e  ind ica ted  t h a t  t h e  48th w a s  t o  
t h e  w e s t .  Now i f  you ' r e  speaking of t h e  west  of t h e  highway-­

Q. ( In te rpos ing)  I ' m  speaking i n  t h e  amount of about 
20 t o  25 c l i c k s  to  t h e  w e s t  because t h i s  48th Local Force B a t t a l i o n  
d i d n ' t  have t o o  g r e a t  a s t r e n g t h  anyhow, roughly about 300, 
about Tet  time. And it w a s  racked by over  100 k i l l e d  dur ing  T e t .  

That 's r i g h t .  

0. They had t h a t  number k i l l e d  and q u i t e  a few wounded. 
And t h e  i n d i c a t i o n s  w e r e  t h a t  t h a t  o u t f i t ,  a f t e r  they  p u l l e d  
back here ,  moved due w e s t  and went ou t  i n  t h e  mountains t o  re­
supply i t s e l f ,  t o  g e t  some t r a i n e e s  f i l l e d  i n t o  t h e  u n i t ,  t o  
r e f u r b i s h  and t o  reorganize .  

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q And w e  do have some i n d i c a t i o n s  t h a t  some head­
q u a r t e r s  thought they  had moved back i n t o  t h e  Son Quang o r  
Son Hoa a r e a  t o  t h e  nor th  of t h e  Diem D i e m  River? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. But according t o  what we heard i n  t h e  i n t e l l i g e n c e  
and s o  f o r t h  t h a t  was p u t  on f o r  Task Force Barker,  t h e  reason 
they  went t h e r e  w a s  t h e  48 Local Force B a t t a l i o n  w a s  t h e r e ;  r i g h t  
t h e r e .  They had been going i n  be fo re ,  b u t  now they  knew it was 
t h e r e  s o  they  w e r e  going i n .  

A. They would n o t  g e t  t h a t  s p e c i f i c  of informat ion  
from m e  as t h e  G2. 
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Q* W e l l ,  do you remember approving a concept t h a t  
included t h a t  A 0  ex tens ion  down t h e r e ?  

A. I remember t h e  A0 extens ion  being approved, bu t  
5 d o n ' t  remember it being approved on t h e  b a s i s  t l i a t  t h e  48th 
~ o c a lForce B a t t a l i o n  was i n  t h e  area .  The only t h i n g  t h a t  I 
can s a p  i s  t h a t ,  a s  I s a i d  a minute ago, t h e  normal a rea  where 
t h e  48th was loca ted  was over i n  t h a t  g e n e r a l  a rea .  But t o  
get s p e c i f i c  and s t a r t  spec i fy ing  t h e  e x a c t  s i z e  of t h e  enemy 
fo rce  i n  t h e  a r e a ,  even b a t t a l i o n  size--going beyond anything 
o the r  than  elements of t h e  48th Local Force B a t t a l i o n  suspected 
of being i n  t h e  a rea .  Now t h e  accuracy of our  i n t e l l i g e n c e ,  i f  
they were j u s t i f y i n g  t h e  opera t ion ,  they  need n o t  have j u s t i -  
f i e d  it on an e n t i r e  b a t t a l i o n  being i n  t h a t  a r e a ,  Which I 
would have n o t  gone along with.  But a s  t h e  G2, had they ,  
because of t h e  fact  t h a t  a rea  w a s  considered t o  be p r e t t y  much 
Vie t  Cong i n f e s t e d ,  had they s a i d  t h a t  it was elements,  t h a t  it 
was suspected,  had they given m e  t h e  source  and s a i d  t h a t  
t h e r e  were elements of poss ib ly  t h e  48th Local Force B a t t a l i o n  
i n  t h e  a r e a ,  even though a t  t h e  t ime I might have been car ry-  
ing  t h e  48th over  t o  t h e  w e s t ,  then a s  G 2 ,  I could have probably 
been convinced t h a t  t h e r e  might c e r t a i n l y  be some enemy i n  
t h e r e  t h a t  could j u s t i f y  an opera t ion .  

Q. We understand t h a t  some of t h e s e  opera t ions  were 
approved by v i s i t s  t o  headquarters  and s o  on i n  which t h e  s t a f f  
would have t o  p ick  up t h e  b i t s  and p ieces  t o  f i n d  o u t  what had 
been approved. 

A. Y e s ,  s i r ,  t h a t ' s  t r u e ,  too.  T h a t ' s  r i g h t .  There 
were opera t ions  approved by t h e  CG and maybe t e n t a t i v e l y  approved 
by t h e  a s s i s t a n t  d i v i s i o n  commander. Maybe t h i s  one was approved 
t h a t  way. I d o n ' t  know, s p e c i f i c a l l y ,  i n  which case .  I f  t h a t  is 
c o r r e c t ,  then  t h e  s t a f f  would have t o  p i c k  up t h e  p ieces .  On a 
s i g n i f i c a n t  opera t ion  I would have t o  e i t h e r  t a k e  a look a t  my own 
i n t e l l i g e n c e  and say ,  "Okay, they 've  g o t  the opera t ion  t h e r e ;  i t ' s  
j u s t  a s  good a p l a c e  a s  n o t ,  because t h e r e ' s  a l o t  of enemy up i n  
t h a t  a rea . "  Not only t h e r e .  I ' m  t a l k i n g  about t h e  whole America1 
area .  O r  I would t a l k  t o  t h e  S2 of t h e  br igade  and say ,  " What 
a r e  you bas ing  t h i s  opera t ion  on? What i n t e l l i g e n c e  do you have?" 

Q. Well, now l e t  me come back t o  a very d i r e c t  ques t ion ,  
and t h i s  is  very p e r t i n e n t  t o  t h e  purpose s f  our  i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  
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We've had some test imony which would i n d i c a t e  t h a t  t h e  head­
q u a r t e r s  of t h e  America1 Divis ion  was n o t  a happy headquar ters .  
There were more t h a n  a few people who hoped t o  g e t  o u t  of the re .  
We've a l s o  heard that  t h e  G3 was n o t  the  G3. The G3 w a s  t h e  
commanding genera l ,  The same t h i n g  a p p l i e s  g e n e r a l l y  t o  a l l  so-
c a l l e d  m i l i t a r y  o p e r a t i o n  type  a c t i v i t i e s  a s  compared t o  l o g i s t i c s  
and admin i s t r a t ion ,  Can you comment on t h a t ?  

A. W e l l ,  o t h e r  than  t h e  f a c t ,  l i k e  you s a i d ,  some of 
t h e  opera t ions  w e r e  d e f i n i t e l y  approved o u t  i n  t h e  f i e l d .  I ' d  
agree t h a t  maybe it w a s  n o t  t h e  happ ies t  headquarters .  But 
while  I was t h e  G2, General KOSTER expected me t o  be t h e  G2. I n  
f a c t ,  on s e v e r a l  occas ions  when I would go i n  and b r i e f  him, 
an argument might ensue over my a n a l y s i s  of t h e  i n t e l l i g e n c e  
and General KOSTER's a n a l y s i s  of t h e  i n t e l l i g e n c e .  I n  f a c t ,  
it d i s tu rbed  t h e  c h i e f  of s t a f f ,  Colonel PARSON t o  t h e  p o i n t  
t h a t  one t ime Colonel PARSON--I b e l i e v e  h e ' s  t h e  one t h a t  t o l d  
me t h i s ,  o r  General  KOSTER might have t o l d  me--went back i n  
and asked General KOSTER and General KOSTER s a i d  t h a t  i f  Colonel 
TREXLER ever ac ted  any o t h e r  way then  he wouldn't  want m e  as 
h i s  G2 .  And when I l e f t ,  on two occas ions ,  General KOSTER 
c a l l e d  me i n  h i s  o f f i c e  and asked me t o  r econs ide r  n o t  l eav ing ,  
t h a t  he wanted m e  t o  s t a y  t h e r e  as h i s  G2. 

Q. Did t h e  G3 have t h e  same degree of l a t i t u d e ?  

A.  Probably not .  However, I ' d  r a t h e r  f o r  t h e  G3 t o  
comment on t h a t  h imse l f ,  sir. 

Q. W e l l ,  I'm asking you f o r  some mat ters  of opinion.  

They c e r t a i n l y  could express. t h e i r  views. 

Y e s .  

A. Whether they  thought it was wrong o r  r i g h t ,  and was 
t h e  purpose of the p r i v a t e  meetings wi th  t h e  CG. 

Q - W e l l ,  you w e r e  t h e r e  when Colonel MUSSER was t h e  
ch ie f  of s t a f f ?  

A. J u s t  be fo re  he  l e f t ;  yes ,  sir. 

Q How long d i d  you have wi th  him? 
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A. I b e l i e v e  I w a s  with him f o r  about a month. 
 

Q- What w a s  h i s  r e l a t i o n s h i p  wi th  t h e  commanding genera l?  
  

A. W e l l ,  I wasn ' t  r e a l l y  up t h e r e  long enough t o  probably 
g ive  you a s  good an eva lua t ion  a s  somebody e l s e  who was t h e r e  
longer .  But I th ink  he had a  good r e l a t i o n s h i p .  

a.  H e  was replaced by Colonel PARSON. What was h i s  
r e l a t ionsh ip?  

A. For t h e  time t h a t  I was there- ­

Q. ( In te rpos ing)  When d i d  you leave?  

A. I l e f t  i n  e a r l y  May, sir. 

You were t h e r e  f o r  about-- 

A ( In te rpos ing)  Three o r  f o u r  months. 

Q. Y e s .  

A. I d o n ' t  t h ink  Colonel PARSON'S r e l a t i o n s h i p  wi th  t h e  
CG was on t h e  same l e v e l  as Colonel MUSSERJs. 

Q- I understand t h a t  you and Colonel BALMER l i v e d  i n  
t h e  same t r a i l e r ?  

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q- Was Colonel BALMER very happy as f a r  a s  being t h e  G3 
under the cond i t ions  t h a t  you j u s t  d i scussed?  

A. No, sir ,  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  he was, n o t  p a r t i c u l a r l y .  W e l l ,  
r e a l l y ,  i f  you want t o  pu t  it t h a t  way, I d o n ' t  guess I was par ­
t i c u l a r l y  happy under t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  between t h e  ch ie f  of s t a f f  
and t h e  CG, but- ­

Q. ( In te rpos ing)  Did t h a t  r e f l e c t  down i n t o  your modus 
operandi ? 

A. No, sir. I f e l t  t h a t  I had a  d u t y  a s  t h e  G2. I n  
s p i t e  of any r e l a t i o n s h i p  o r  anything else, I s t i l l  t o l d  t h e  CG 
exac t ly  what I thought w a s  t h e  s i t u a t i o n .  
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Q. The reason I ' m  asking,  Colonel TREXLER, i s  I ' v e  
been i n  a few combat s i t u a t i o n s  and I ' v e  been i n  b i g  head- 
q u a r t e r s ,  d i v i s i o n  and sometimes h igher  than d i v i s i o n ,  dur ing  
t h e  course of w a r .  I ' v e  heard some d i s t u r b i n g  t h i n g s  about 
t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  between t h e  commanding genera l  and t h e  A D C ' s ,  
a l s o  with r e s p e c t  t o  t h e  ch ie f  of  s t a f f ,  and wi th  r e s p e c t  t o  
t h e  genera l  s t a f f  i n  p a r t i c u l a r ,  and t o  a l e s s e r  degree,  t h e  
s p e c i a l  s t a f f  who are r e a l l y  what t h e  t i t l e  ind ica tes - - they ' r e  
s p e c i a l i s t  working i n  t h e i r  own p a r t i c u l a r  a rea .  But from 
what I ' v e  heard,  I d o n ' t  g e t  t h e  same degree of a u t h o r i t y  and 
r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  i n  some of t h e  s t a f f  s e c t i o n s  t h a t  I would 
expect i n  a combat d i v i s i o n  headquar ters ,  f o r  example. 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. I n  o r d e r  t o  have a good d i v i s i o n ,  you have t o  have 
a l o t  of r e spec t  and you have t o  have a l o t  of r e a l l y  extremely 
c l o s e  coordina t ion .  

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Not j u s t  on a p e r i o d i c  b a s i s ,  b u t  on a continuous 
b a s i s .  Now t h i s  i s  what I ' m  t r y i n g  t o  ask you, whether t h i s  
headquarters  which i s  a combat headquarters  wi th  a huge d i v i s i o n  
a c t u a l l y ,  n e a r l y  23,000 people,  whether t h i s  i s  a good, e f f i c i e n t  
ope ra t ing  d i v i s i o n  headquar ters .  

A. Talk about  p e r s o n a l i t i e s  f o r  example, Colonel 
PARSON: dur ing  t h e  t ime frame I was t h e r e  we f e l t  t h a t  he w a s  
lacking  somewhat i n  h i s  combat pe r spec t ive .  Such t h i n g s  as 
p u t t i n g  up whi te  fences and p l a n t i n g  g r a s s ,  which t h e  G 3  and I 
p r e t t y  much r e s i s t e d  u n t i l  it w a s  beyond our  c o n t r o l  where 
w e  complied, which w e  d id .  And even remodelling of t h e  TOC. 
I n  o t h e r  words, a l a c k  of combat perspect ive .  However, a l l  I 
can r e a l l y  comment on i s  my own and it d i d  cause some f r i c t i o n  
among t h e  s t a f f ,  n o t  s o  much t h e  s t a f f ,  b u t  it probably d i d  n o t  
produce t h e  u l t ima te .  But i n  my case  I f e e l  t h a t  it d i d  n o t  
degrade any o r  one s i n g l e  b i t  from my doing e x a c t l y  what I w a s  
supposed t o  do t o  t h e  b e s t  of my a b i l i t y  and a l s o  my s t a f f  t o  
t h e  b e s t  of t h e i r  a b i l i t y .  
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Q. Colonel TREXLER, when you were h e r e  with us t h e  
las t  t i m e ,  You gave us c e r t a i n  information concerning your 
d iscuss ion  with General YOUNG on t h e  h e l i c o p t e r .  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

0. There was some p lace  i n  which burning was mentioned. 
you ind ica ted  t h a t  he was q u i t e  upse t  about t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  
thing.  Can you r e c a l l  any more of t h a t  s i t u a t i o n  now t o  add 
t o  what you knew previous ly?  

A. No, sir. A s  I s t a t e d  be fo re ,  it was on one of t h e  
t r i p s  t h a t  I went with General YOUNG i n  which we switched our 
earphones t o  a p r i v a t e  conversat ion.  He d i scussed  with me i n  
general  terms and no t  anything s p e c i f i c  where I could say it 
was a r t i l l e r y  f i r e  o r  choppers o r  t h e  fo rces  themselves t h a t  
had brought about unneccessary d e s t r u c t i o n  i n  t h i s  opera t ion .  

Q. We're t a l k i n g  about t h i s  opera t ion  h e r e  now, Task 
Force Barker? 

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q. Did he g e t  beyond t h e  burning? Was anything s a i d  
concerning chiirnals, l e v e l i n g  t h e  a r e a ,  o r  anything such a s  t h i s ?  

A. S i r ,  he might have, bu t  I cannot r e c o l l e c t  anything 
s p e c i f i c ,  and I would n o t  be making a t r u e  s ta tement  i f  I-­

Q. ( In te rpos ing)  Did he i n d i c a t e  t h a t  a v i l l a g e ,  f o r  
example, o r  a hamlet,  had been burned down? 

A. H e  i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  he was most concerned, and I t h i n k  
t h a t  he d i d  i n d i c a t e  t h a t  t h e r e  was unnecessary burning and des ­
t r u c t i o n  i n  a v i l l a g e .  

Q Did he mention more than  one v i l l a g e ?  
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A. No, sir, n o t  t h a t  I can r e c o l l e c t .  

Q When you were here  be fo re ,  Colonel TREXLER, w e  had 
shown you c e r t a i n  documents. 

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q - To ask i f  you had seen them. 

A. Yes, sir.  

Q I would l i k e  t o  r e f e r  t o  you o r  t o  show you some 
a d d i t i o n a l  documents and ask i f  you have seen these .  Some of 
t h e s e  documents, i n c i d e n t a l l y ,  w e  know a r r i v e d  i n  t h e  Headquarters, 
America1 ~ i v i s i o n ,  

A. Yes, sir. 

Q And as a consequence, I want t o  s e e  whether they  
g o t  around t o  you for d i s t r i b u t i o n  o r  f o r  your knowledge. 
Now, you were shown Exh ib i t  R-1 be fo re ,  which had a couple of  
attachments.  I now show you a d i f f e r e n t  ve r s ion  of t h e  VC 
propaganda which came o u t  i n  broadcas t  form which was 
i n t e r c e p t e d  i n  Vietnamese, of course ,  t r a n s l a t e d  and sub­
sequent ly  typed o u t  i n  English.  Here 's  t h e  Vietnamese ver ­
s i o n  (handing E x h i b i t  M-33 t o  w i t n e s s ) .  

A .  Yes, sir.  

Q Here 's  t h e  English ve r s ion .  I would ask i f  you
had seen t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  document? 

(The wi tness  examines t h e  document. ) 

A. I d o n ' t  remember see ing  t h i s ,  sir. 

Q - Take a look a t  t h e  second page, t h a t  second para ­
graph. Do you remember see ing  anything l i k e  t h a t ?  

A. N o ,  b u t  I would q u a l i f y  myself t o  say t h a t  any 
of t h e  numerous propaganda information t h a t  I rece ived ,  it had 
a p r e t t y  low r a t i n g  a s  f a r  a s  I w a s  concerned on having any 
v a l i d i t y  t o  it. And I wouldn ' t ,  a s  t h e  G 2  cons ider ing  t h e  v a s t  
amount of s t u f f  t h a t  I went through every day t r y i n g  t o  s i f t  
through a l l  t h e  messages, and read  t h e  PW r e p o r t s  and s o  f o r t h ,  
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and t r y  t o  come up wi th  some a n a l y s i s  on the enemy-­

Q. ( In te rpos ing)  Oh yes ,  b u t  l e t ' s  come down t o  
reason now. You're n o t  t h e  s o l e  i n d i v i d u a l  i n  G2 shop-­

A. ( In te rpos ing)  Tha t ' s  r i g h t ,  General  PEERS, 

Q. You have a , s t a f f ,  you have an M I  detachment-­

A. ( In te rpos ing)  That 's r i g h t .  And t h e  M I  detachment 
I would expect-- 

Q. ( In te rpos ing)  Yes? 

A. O f  course  t h i s  would have come t o  them. 

Q. Yes? 

A. And i f  you t a lked  t o  any of them, they  should be  
ab le  t o  t e l l  p r e t t y  much whether they brought  it t o  my a t t e n t i o n .  

Q - Would you be  s u r p r i s e d  t o  know t h a t  t h i s  was 
provided t o  one of  t h e  s e n i o r  o f f i c e r s  i n  the d i v i s i o n  by 
t h e  ARVN command? 

A. I would th ink  t h a t  i f  it had been given t o  one of 
t h e  s e n i o r  o f f i c e r s  i n  t h e  d i v i s i o n ,  it should  have been 
given, i n  t u r n ,  t o  m e .  

Q. W e l l . ,  t h a t ' s  why I ' m  ask ing  you t h e  ques t ion .  

A. Y e s ,  sir.  I t  should have been t u r n e d  over t o  
me because then  I would have remembered it, 

Q. Y e s .  Now previous ly  I ' v e  shown you t h i s  p a r t i -  
c u l a r  paper ,  one page. T h a t ' s  a l l  I want you t o  look a t .  

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q. I ask you, have you ever  seen  tha t  paper before?  
This i s  t h e  f i r s t  at tachment t o  Exh ib i t  R-P (handing e x h i b i t  
t o  t h e  wi tness )  . 

(The wi tness  examines t h e  document. ) 
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A. No, sir. 

Q. I b e l i e v e  t h a t  was your previous answer t o  t h e  
quest ion? 

A. That is t r u e ,  sir.  

a. You have never seen  it before .  Now I show you t h i s  
same document i n  a s l i g h t l y  d i f f e r e n t  form and ask i f  you have 
seen t h i s ,  by itself (handing Exh ib i t  M-30 t o  t h e  w i t n e s s ) ,  The 
d i f f e r e n c e  between t h i s  document and t h e  o t h e r ,  y o u ' l l  n o t i c e ,  
is  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  a s i g n a t u r e  down i n  t h e  lower right-hand 
corner .  

(The wi tness  examines t h e  document.) 

There i s  a t r u e  copy on t h e  fol lowing page. You ' l l  n o t i c e  i t ' s  
t h e  same p iece  of m a t e r i a l  t h a t  you j u s t  s a w  t h e r e ,  Inc losure  
1 t o  Exh ib i t  R-1. 

A.  To t h e  b e s t  of my memory, I have never seen  t h i s  
one e i t h e r ,  sir. 

Q. I have h e r e  Exh ib i t  M-29 which is a le t ter  from 
t h e  d i s t r i c t  ch ie f  of Son Tinh D i s t i c t  t o  t h e  province c h i e f  
of  Quang Ngai Province,  da ted  11 A p r i l ,  which has been en te red  
i n t o  t h e  record a s  M-29. You' l l  n o t i c e  t h e  Vietnamese ve r s ion  
is on the  second page. The English t r a n s l a t i o n  of  it is on 
t h e  f i r s t  page (handing t h e  e x h i b i t  t o  t h e  w i t n e s s ) .  I 
would ask you t o  r ead  t h i s  and t e l l  me whether you've seen 
t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  document o r  anything c l o s e l y  a s s o c i a t e d  
wi th  i t ?  

(The wi tness  exa-inines t h e  document. ) 

A. No, sir. I n  f a c t ,  I ' v e  never seen any document 
t h a t  would come from anything l i k e  t h i s  o r  even t o  my 
knowledge any propaganda i t em t h a t  ind ica ted  t h e  k i l l i n g  
of t h e s e  people. 

Q. Y e s ,  ­Would it s u r p r i s e  you t o  know t h a t  t h i s  a l s o  
w a s  provided a  s e n i o r  o f f i c e r  of t h e  d i v i s i o n ?  

A .  Y e s ,  sir. 

Q. I n  about t h e  middle of Apr i l ?  
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M-31. I would l i k e  t o  know whether you have seen anything 
such a s  t h i s  (handing t h e  witness  t h e  document)? 

(The w i t n e s s  examines t h e  document. ) 

A. NO, sir. 

Q I have one f i n a l  document, Exh ib i t  M-35, which 
is  a n o t i c e  dated 28 March from t h e  Quang Ngai Nat ional  
L ibe ra t ion  Front  Committee. We have some i n d i c a t i o n  t h a t  
t h i s  document had a r r i v e d  and w a s  i n  t h e  f i l e s  of t h e  America1 
Divis ion (handing t h e  e x h i b i t  t o  t h e  w i t n e s s ) .  You ' l l  n o t i c e  
h e r e  again ,  Colonel TREXLER, t h e  Vietnamese ve r s ion  on t h e  
back. This  i s  q u i t e  a long document, b u t  I would ask you to  
look a t  t h e  f i r s t  page of t h e  Vietnamese ve r s ion  about f o u r  
pages back. You w i l l  n o t i c e  t h a t  it takes  a r a t h e r  odd 
format ,  a  l i t t l e  d i f f e r e n t  than  most. Do you remember see ing  
anything l i k e  t h a t ?  

(The wi tness  examines t h e  document.) 

A .  No, sir. 

Q. Now look a t  t h e  English t r a n s l a t i o n  and t e l l  m e  
whether you've seen  t h a t  o r  not .  I th ink  you can go through 
it f a i r l y  r ap id ly .  

(The wi tness  does a s  d i rec ted . )  

A. Yes, sir.  

Q- You d o n ' t  have t o  r ead  every l i n e  t o  know whether 
you've seen it or n o t .  

A. No, sir,  I haven ' t  seen it. Not t o  my knowledge. 
I have n o t  seen it. 

MR WALSH: Colonel,  we have heard from t h e  S2 of t h e  11th 
Brigade t h a t  on two occasions subsequent t o  t h i s  opera t ion  
he  not iced  r e p o r t s  he s a i d  were prepared i n  Quang Ngai i n t e l ­
l i gence  channels and forwarded t o  d i v i s i o n ,  t h a t  through h i s  
l i a i s o n  going i n t o  Quang Ngai he g o t  copies  of some of t h e s e  
th ings  and t h a t  two of t h e s e  r e p o r t s  had contained s u f f i c i e n t  
r e fe rences  t o  t h e  k i l l i n g  of 400 t o  500 people i n  an  opera t ion  
i n  t h e  Son My v i l l a g e  a r e a  which impressed him enough t o  c a l l  
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it t o  t h e  a t t e n t i o n  of t h e  commander. I wonder i f  you could f i r s t  
confirm t h a t  t h i s  type of r e p o r t  from i n t e l l i g e n c e  sources i n  
Quang ~ g a i  was r e g u l a r l y  furn ished  t o  you or someone e l s e  a t  
the A m e r i c a 1  Divis ion  Headquarters? 

A. I d id  r e c e i v e  i n t e l l i g e n c e  r e p o r t s .  Now 1 d o n ' t  
  

know s p e c i f i c a l l y  who i n  Quang Ngai y o u ' r e  t a l k i n g  about ,  b u t  
  

w e  d i d  rece ive  r e p o r t s  from var ious  elements i n  Quang Ngai. 
 


0. From t h e  P I C  i n  Quang Ngai, perhaps from t h e i r  
source of i n t e r r o g a t i o n s ?  

A. Y e s ,  w e  d i d ,  and w e  were t r y i n g  c o n t i n u a l l y  t o  es tab-  
l i s h  b e t t e r  r e l a t i o n s  wi th  them and g e t  m o r e  and more of t h e i r  
r e p o r t s .  A s  t o  t h e  frequency t h a t  I was r e c e i v i n g  t h e s e  r e p o r t s  
from them , I could not  r e a l l y  say. But of course  now h i s  
people, t h e  S2 of t h e  br igade ,  would come up and cross-check 
with my M I  people.  O r  my M I  people would go down t o  him and 
provide him anything t h a t  w e  had, s o  r e a l l y  t h e  b e t t e r  
a n a l y s i s  could very  w e l l  t a k e  p lace  i n  the 11th  Brigade f o r  
t h i s  s p e c i f i c  area than might have taken p l a c e  a t  d i v i s i o n .  

Q- W e l l ,  h e  s a i d  t h a t  he d i d n ' t  d i s c u s s  t h i s  wi th  
you because t h e s e  r e p o r t s  w e r e  intended for you. He j u s t  
managed t o  g e t  copies  by sending a  man o v e r  t o  Quang Ngai t o  
pick up t h i n g s .  

A. W e l l  t h a t  's-­

I 0: ( In te rpos ing)  You had a permanent LO down t h e r e  a s  
I would understand it. 

A .  There w a s ,  yes ,  sir. 

Q. I n  t h e  Quang Ngai a rea?  

A. I w a s  asked t o  s e e  i f  I could remember h i s  name, b u t  
a s  I remember, t h e  L O ' S  w e r e  l i e u t e n a n t s  or c a p t a i n s  and they  
changed, and I c a n ' t  remember h i s  name. But we d i d  t r y  t o  g e t  a l l  
of t h e  i n t e l l i g e n c e  o r  everything t h a t  they had and we'd s i f t  
through it. 

MR WALSH: He s a i d  t h e r e  was g e n e r a l l y  c o n s i d e r a b l e  volume--re- 
p o r t s  of i n t e r r o g a t i o n s  and o the r  i tems of t h a t  na tu re .  

A .  That 's r i g h t .  
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Q- And he  s a i d  t h a t  one of these  included a r e p o r t  t h a t  
t h e  VC among t h e  populace were going about propagandizing t h e  
f a c t  t h a t  400  t o  580 c i v i l i a n s  had been s laughtered  by t h e  
Americans i n  t h e  Son My V i l l a g e  a r e a  on 16 March 1968. Do you 
ever  r e c a l l  r e c e i v i n g  any such r e p o r t  of t h i s  type? 

I d o n ' t  recall it. 

Q. Can you g i v e  m e  any explanat ion  as  t o  why t h i s  
would n o t  have been  picked up i n  your headquarters?  

A.  W e l l ,  I'm n o t  saying  t h a t  it might n o t  have been 
picked up by some of my M I  people. Of course now when they  
b r i e f e d  m e ,  I expected them t o  use t h e i r  judgement a s  t o  what 
they brought t o  m y  a t t e n t i o n .  Because a l l  t h i s  v a s t  volume of  
propaganda--I was n o t ,  as I pointed o u t  e a r l i e r ,  t h a t  i n t e r -  
e s t e d  i n  anything t h a t  t h e  VC w e r e  saying a s  f a r  a s  propaganda 
a s  t r y i n g  t o  determine where t h e  VC were and what they  were up t o  
and so  f o r t h .  For t h a t  reason,  I ' m  no t  saying t h a t  my M I  
detachment would not have had knowledge of it. Now, a s  I 
pointed ou t ,  i f  something pe r t a ined  s p e c i f i c a l l y  t o  t h e  Duc 
Pho a r e a ,  why t h e y  might know something about it and my people 
might not .  The America1 Divis ion  was a l i t t l e  b i t  d i f f e r e n t  
from your o t h e r  d i v i s i o n s  i n  t h a t  t h e  br igades  came i n  a s  
s e p a r a t e  br igades  and they had t h e i r  own M I  detachments. 

Q. What we're t a l k i n g  about a r e  r e p o r t s  coming from 
Quang Ngai C i ty  addressed t o  t h e  d i v i s i o n  headquarters .  

A. Yes, b u t  t h a t ' s  t h e  reason why I ' m  saying  t h a t .  
My M I  people could  have, i n  t u r n ,  given it back t o  t h e  11th 
Brigade t o  run an a n a l y s i s  on it because each of our  br igades  
a t  t h i s  t i m e  had b a s i c a l l y  t h e  same M I  c a p a b i l i t y  t h a t  I had 
a t  d i v i s i o n  l e v e l .  Rather than f o r  t h e  d i v i s i o n  having t h e  
l a r g e r  M I  c a p a b i l i t y  and g iv ing  t h e  br igade ,  you know, what 
I thought they  r e a l l y  needed, they had a l i t t l e  b i t  more 
than  t h a t .  They w e r e  ope ra t ing  t o  a c e r t a i n  e x t e n t  with an 
M I  c a p a b i l i t y  f o r  a s e p a r a t e  br igade .  

MR p4ACCIIATE: Colonel TREXLER, I th ink  t h e  p o i n t  h e r e  is  t h a t  
t h i s  was n o t  something which was s e n t  back f o r  a n a l y s i s .  This  
w a s  something t h a t ,  when it came t o  t h e  a t t e n t i o n  of t h e  i n t e l -  
l igence  o f f i c e r ,  the S2 of t h e  br igade ,  he took it t o  t h e  com­
manding o f f i c e r  because it r e l a t e d  t o  an operation-- 

A.  ( In te rpos ing)  I n  h i s  a rea .  
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Q- Of a d i v i s i o n  u n i t .  

A. T h a t ' s  r i g h t ,  sir. 

Q m  And i t ' s  q u i t e  remarkable t h a t  i f  t h i s  was received 
and was d i r e c t e d  t o  your u n i t  t h a t  it w a s  n o t  s i m i l a r l y  taken 
up t o  command a t  t h e  d i v i s i o n  l e v e l ?  

A. I c a n ' t  answer t h a t .  A s  I ' v e  a l r eady  s t a t e d ,  my 
only knowledge of t h i s  e n t i r e  i n c i d e n t  was t h e  one d i scuss ion  
I had wi th  General YOUNG. Now a s  t o  any of  my M I  people,  t o  
my knowledge, what M r .  WALSH was t a l k i n g  about  w a s  n o t  brought 
t o  my a t t e n t i o n .  Normally i f  it was taken t o  t h e  genera l ,  t hen  
I would have been t h e  one t o  have taken it t o  him. And I can 
understand what you ' re  saying.  I t ' s  why it was brought t o  t h e  
a t t e n t i o n  of t h e  S2 of t h e  br igade  by someone a t  d i v i s i o n ,  a s  
you said-- 

Q. ( In te rpos ing)  No, no, no, you misunderstood me. 
H e  s e n t  a l i a i s o n  man over  t o  Quang Ngai t o  p ick  up t h e s e  r e p o r t s  
which were customari ly  s e n t  t o  d i v i s i o n .  It was mere i n i t i a t i v e  
f o r  him t o  go. And he  read  them cus tomar i ly  and i n  f ind ing  
one, assumed t h a t  d i v i s i o n  had it. He p u t  t h e  r e p o r t  toge the r  
with t h e  f a c t  t h a t  a 11th  Brigade u n i t  had been i n  t h a t  a rea  
t h a t  day and had repor ted  128 VC k i l l e d  i n  t h a t  a r e a .  I was 
j u s t  cur ious  t o  know why someone i n  d i v i s i o n  d i d n ' t  make t h e  
same c o r r e l a t i o n ?  

A. Was it provided t o  d i v i s i o n ?  

Q. T h a t ' s  t h e  ques t ion .  

10: T h a t ' s  t h e  p o i n t  he i s  making, you see. 

A. I d o n ' t  know. 

6. You d o n ' t  know, b u t  t h e  p o i n t  is you had a permanent 
l i a i s o n  o f f i c e r  t h e r e .  

A. Y e s ,  sir.  

Q. That l i v e s  i n  Quang Ngai wi th  t h e  s p e c i f i c  purpose 
of p icking  up b i t s  and p ieces  of informat ion  t o  send back t o  
d i v i s i o n .  The br igade  d i d n ' t  have t h i s  c a p a b i l i t y .  They would 
send somebody up t h e r e  every once i n  a while- ­
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A. (Interposing) That's right. 
 


Q. To go around to these places and pick them up. The 
 

fact of the matter is that anything that brigade picked up 
 

under those circumstances, division should have. 
 


A. Now that 's division liaison officer? I distinctly 
remember the division liaison officers; as they'd come in, 
they'd give me a report and brief me on any new developments. 
But on this specific instance, I have no knowledge. The liaison 
officer also provLded these reports to my MI people and maybe 
to some of my other officers. You'd have to talk to him, but 
as far as I know, it did not reach division. And as far as I 
knew, I didn't hawe any deficiencies in that area. 

Q. Did he just go around passing out papers to just 
 

whomever he saw? 
 


A. No, sir, 
 


Q. I don't think he did that at all. 
 


A. No, sir- 
 


Q. I don't think that's the way he operated. 
 


Q. (Interposing) Just what the hell did he do with 
the material that he picked up? 

A. Well, the MI people would have to answer that, sir. 
 


Q. Oh? NO--


A. (Interposing) If it was' turned into them--


Q. (Interposing) Look, he doesn't come up and say, "I 
picked up a bunch of goodies," like this, and start passing it 
out, some of it to the MI people, some of it to your evaluation 
people and some of it to your section. 

A. Exactly who he turned it in to, sir, I don't remember, 
 

but I agree-- 
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Q. ( In te rpos ing)  Yes, you must have had one point- ­

A. ( ~ n t e r p o s i n g )  I agree.  

Q =  You d i d n ' t  l e t  him spread  it o u t  throughout t h e  
th ing  

A. T h a t ' s  r i g h t .  I agree ,  s ir .  

W e l l .  

A. I agree.  I agree  wi th  t h a t .  H e  d i d n ' t - - t h a t ' s  
absolu te ly  r i g h t .  I ' m  q u i t e  c e r t a i n  t h a t  he d i d  n o t  go pass ing  
out  b i t s  and p i e c e s  t o  va r ious  people.  

Q- W e l l  t h a t ' s  t h e  p i c t u r e  you ' r e  p ro t ray ing .  Tha t ' s  
t h e  reason why I th ink  you ought t o  be more c a r e f u l  on t h a t  because 
I would imagine t h a t  you'd have an o f f i c e r  i n  charge of c o l l e c t i o n ,  
and a l l  t h i s  comes i n t o  him and he  t akes  care of t h e  r ece iv ing  
and t h e  handl ing of it. 

A. Now my a s s i s t a n t ,  a s  I remember, Major DORF--the 
l i a i s o n  o f f i c e r s  could come i n  and r e p o r t  t o  him, and he p r e t t y  
much determined what happened. I d o n ' t  know i f  you've t a l k e d  t o  
him y e t  o r  no t .  

Q. W e l l ,  I c a n ' t  imagine a l i a i s o n  o f f i c e r  t h a t  had t o  
r e p o r t  i n t o  you every day anyhow. H e  i s n ' t  t h e  only  l i a i s o n  o f f i c e r  
you've go t .  

A. No, s ir .  

Q. You've go t  s e v e r a l  of them. I wouldn't  imagine t h a t  he 
comes i n  and bo the r s  t h a t  i n d i v i d u a l  u n l e s s  he has  something key 
t o  r e p o r t .  

A. That 's r i g h t .  

Q. I n  which event h e ' d  probably go t o  t h e  c o l l e c t i o n  o f f i c e ]  
and then  s e e  your deputy o r  something of t h i s  na tu re?  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q. But t h e  f a c t  of t h e  ma t t e r  is  t h a t  even though he may 
have picked up t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  p i e c e  of paper- ­
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A. ( In te rpos ing)  I t  d i d  no t  g e t  t o  m e .  

Q- Yes. W e l l  w e  haven ' t  found anybody i n  your o f f i c e  
t h a t  d i d  have it, t o  my knowledge. I would be i n t e r e s t e d  i n  t h e  
name of t h i s  l i a i s o n  o f f i c e r .  When we conclude h e r e ,  I w i l l  
have Major LYNN r e f e r  you t o  a r o s t e r  t o  s e e  i f  you can p ick  
o u t  t h i s  i n d i v i d u a l .  I f e e l  t h a t  we may want t o  t a l k  t o  him. 

We a p p r e c i a t e  very much your having come i n .  Again 
based upon t h i s ,  i f  i n  recognizing t h e  t h r u s t  of our  ques t ions  
and t h e  sum of the information w e  have a v a i l a b l e  t o  u s ,  you 
can f i l l  i n  any a d d i t i o n a l  gaps by mental recovery,  I ' d  l i k e  t o  
know about it. 

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q Again b e f o r e  we r e c e s s  I ' d  l i k e  t o  c a u t i o n  t o  t h e  
f a c t  t h a t  you have been d i r e c t e d  not  t o  d i s c u s s  your testimony 
here.  

A. ' Y e s ,  sir. 

10: The hea r ing  w i l l  r e c e s s  a t  t h i s  t i m e .  

(The hea r ing  recessed a t  1240 hours,  1 3  February 1970.) 

(TREXLER) 54 APP T-30 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

(The hear ing  reconvened a t  1421 hours ,  26 Febru­
a ry  1970.) 

10: 	 	 The hear ing  w i l l  come t o  o rde r .  

RCDR. The fol lowing named persons a r e  p resen t :  LTG 
PEERS, MR MACCRATE, COL ARMSTRONG, and MAJ LYNN. 

S i r ,  t h e  hear ing  r e c a l l s  Colonel TREXLER. 

(COL TREXLER was r e c a l l e d  as a wi tness ,  was re­
minded t h a t  he remained under oa th ,  and he t e s t i f i e d  a s  fo l lows)  

I0: Colonel TmXLER, h e r e  i s  a copy of  Exh ib i t  M-29, 
-a l e t t e r  from Son Tinh D i s t r i c t  ch ief  t o  t h e  province c h i e f ,  
da ted  11 A p r i l .  I ' v e  shown you t h i s  be fo re  and asked you i f  
you had seen t h i s ,  i f  you r e c a l l .  

A. 	 	 Y e s ,  sir. 

0. 	 	 . A s  a mat ter  of f a c t  your answer was: 

"NO, sir. I n  f a c t ,  I ' v e  never seen any document 
t h a t  would come from anything l i k e  t h i s  o r  even 
t o  my knowledge any propaganda i t e m  t h a t  indica ­
t e d  t h e  k i l l i n g  of t h e s e  people.  

"Q. Would it s u r p r i s e  you t o  know t h a t  t h i s  a l s o  
was provided a s e n i o r  o f f i c e r  of t h e  d i v i s i o n ?  

"A. Y e s ,  sir. 

"Q. I n  about t h e  middle of  A p r i l ?  

"A. Y e s ,  sir,  it c e r t a i n l y  would. 

"Q. Would you expect  t o  s e e  a paper l i k e  t h i s ?  

"A. I f  it was provided t o  a s e n i o r  o f f i c e r  I 
would th ink  t h e  G 2  would have an i n t e r e s t  and it 
should have come t o  me." 
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A .  Yes, sir. 

Q. W e  have very s t rong  i n d i c a t i o n s  a t  l e a s t  t h a t  t h e  
information t h a t  is  contained i n  t h i s  document was known by 
s e n i o r  people i n  t h e  d i v i s i o n .  

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q I j u s t  wanted t o  make t h i s  c o r r e c t i o n  so  t h a t  I 
wasn ' t  c r e a t i n g  any f a l s e  impression i n  your own mind. 

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q We had a couple of t h i n g s  t h a t  we d i d  want t o  
t a l k  t o  you about ,  Colonel TREXLER. I n  your previous t e s t i ­
mony, one of t h e  ques t ions  asked was: 

"When d i d  t h e  My Lai  ( 4 )  s i t u a t i o n  f i r s t  come 
t o  your a t t e n t i o n  when you were on t h e  s t a f f  of  
t h e  America1 Divis ion? 

"A. W e l l ,  t h e  My La i  ( 4 )  s i t u a t i o n  a s  it i s  being 
descr ibed  i n  t h e  newspapers never d i d  come t o  my 
a t t e n t i o n .  The f a c t  was t h a t  t h e r e  was some, pro­
bably,  going beyond what was expected, i n  o t h e r  
words, a l i t t l e  overaggressiveness  on t h e  p a r t  
of t h e  u n i t s  involved came t o  my a t t e n t i o n  a 
couple days a f t e r  t h e  i n c i d e n t . "  

A .  Yes, s ir ,  somewhere, I ' m  no t  r e a l l y  p o s i t i v e ,  
b u t  somewhere i n  t h a t  time frame. 

Q . Can you i n d i c a t e  where you g o t  t h i s  information? 

A. Yes, s i r ,  t h a t  w a s  my d i scuss ion  wi th  General  
YOUNG i n  t h e  h e l i c o p t e r .  

Q. Y e s ,  and t h i s  i s  t h e  one t h a t  had t o  do wi th  
overzealousness perhaps i n  burning. Was t h e r e  any i n d i c a t i o n  
about d e s t r u c t i o n  of a d d i t i o n a l  p roper ty ,  of k i l l i n g  of  l i v e ­
s t o c k ,  o r  unnecessary f i r i n g ,  o r  k i l l i n g  of people? 

A .  Not t h a t  I s p e c i f i c a l l y  remember, s i r ,  n o t  t h a t  
I can say t h a t  I remember any of t h e  d e t a i l s .  The only t h i n g  
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t h a t  I do remember i s  b a s i c a l l y  my d i scuss ion .  Of course ,  t h e  
~ i g n i f i c a n t  t h i n g  was t h a t  we switched t o  p r i v a t e  conversat ion 
and d iscussed  t h i s  i n c i d e n t  i n  very,  very genera l  terms. That 
s tuck  wi th  m e  and t h a t ' s  t h e  b a s i c  t h i n g  t h a t  s tuck  wi th  me. 

Q- Well, you do normally remember when you go onto 
p r i v a t e  i n  your intercom? 

Y e s ,  sir. 

MR MACCRATE: Do you have any r e c o l l e c t i o n  i n  t h a t  conversa ­
t i o n  of any re fe rence  t o  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  General  YOUNG was con­
cerned with p a r t i c u l a r  i n d i v i d u a l s ?  Did h e  use  any express ion  
t h a t  i n d i c a t e d  a r a t h e r  sha rp  concern about p a r t i c u l a r  i n d i v i -  
duals?  

A. The main t h i n g  t h a t  s t ands  out  w a s  t h e  concern 
f o r  what he  f e l t  i n  t h i s  opera t ion  was t h a t  t h e  people had 
gone beyond what he  conceived was proper  conduct. A s  t o  whether 
he might have mentioned Colonel BARKER'S name, I would say most 
l i k e l y  Colonel BARKER'S name d id  come ou t  i n  d i scuss ion .  But 
s p e c i f i c a l l y  t o  answer your q u e s t i o n ,  I do n o t  remember whether 
he discussed p e r s o n a l i t i e s  o r  s o  f o r t h .  

Q. W e  have some testimony t h a t  h i s  a t t i t u d e ,  a t  
l e a s t  i n  one aspec t  he re ,  was r e f l e c t e d  i n  t h e  words "Some 
heads a r e  going t o  r o l l . "  Is t h e r e  any impression of t h a t  
s o r t  t h a t  came through t o  you? 

A. I d o n ' t  remember t h a t .  I t h i n k  maybe t h a t  he  
d id  d i scuss  t h e  value of r e t a i n i n g  Task Force Barker. I n  
o t h e r  words, whether o r  n o t  it should cont inue  a s  a t a s k  f o r c e ,  
and I ' m  n o t  r e a l l y  p o s i t i v e  about t h a t .  But something s t i c k s  
o u t  t h a t  I remember he might have d iscussed .  A s  f a r  a s  heads 
r o l l i n g ,  r e l i e v i n g  of i n d i v i d u a l s  and s o  f o r t h ,  I d o n ' t  r e ­
member anything o r  even a d i scuss ion .  

I 0: Did he  i n  t h i s  d i scuss ion  s p e c i f i c a l l y  t a l k  about  
My La i  ( 4 )  ? 

A. No, sir.  

Q. But you were f l y i n g  i n  t h e  a r e a ,  i s  t h a t  r i g h t ,  
i n  t h i s  a r e a ?  
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A .  Not a t  t h e  t i m e .  This  p a r t i c u l a r  d i s c u s s i o n ,  
as I remember, w a s  s h o r t l y  a f t e r  we took off i n  t h e  morning 
and headed nor th .  I ' m  no t  even c e r t a i n  t h a t  we landed a t  Task 
Force Barker t h a t  day. I would say t h a t  a t  t h e  t ime we d i s ­
cussed t h i s .  w e  w e r e  n o t  i n  t h e  a r e a  of Task Force Barker. 

Q Bow d i d  you t i e  it down t o  t h e  a r e a  of My L a i ( 4 )  
o r  P i n k v i l l e  o r  Son My? 

A. He w a s  d i s c u s s i n g  t h e  opera t ion .  

Q . H e  w a s  d i s c u s s i n g  t h a t  opera t ion?  

A. There ' s  no doubt i n  my mind t h a t  our  d i s c u s s i o n  
was r e l a t i v e  t o  t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  opera t ion .  

Q. Well, r e l a t i v e  t o  t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  o p e r a t i o n ,  on 
t h a t  s p e c i f i c  day when t h i s  mat ter  was b r i e f e d ,  w e  have a l i t t l e  
d i scuss ion  t h a t  i s  supposed t o  have gone on i n  t h e  b r i e f i n g  
room which might be  of i n t e r e s t  t o  you. This is  a  d i s c u s s i o n  
w i t h  Chaplain LEWIS. The ques t ion  was: 

"Did t h i s  124 women and c h i l d r e n ,  t h a t  w a s  t h e  
t h i n g  t h a t  r e a l l y  s t u c k  i n  your mind, then? 

"A. 124 women and ch i ld ren  and a l s o  3 weapons. 
This  was another  i t e m  t h a t  was buzzed about.  
W e  w e r e  s i t t i n g  i n  t h e  back, I was about  i n  t h e  
middle row, and somebody s a i d  ' 1 2 4  women and 
c h i l d r e n , '  and somebody e l s e  s a i d ,  'Geez, t h e r e  
w e r e  on ly  3 weapons.' 

"Q. I mean, was it scrt of a  quiet .  comnent sr 
d i d  somebody-- 

"A. I t  w a s  under t h e  brea th .  

"Q. It wasn ' t  something then t h a t  everybody i n  
t h e  room would have known? 

"A. No, I ' m  s u r e  t h a t  t h e  genera l s  d i d n ' t  hear  
it. The guy d i d n ' t  s t and  up and say ' 1 2 4  women 
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and ch i ld ren . '  But I heard it and a number of 
u s  around heard it. So immediately a f t e r  t h e  
b r i e f i n g  w e  buzzed about  t h i s  on t h e  way o u t  and 
I went immediately t o  see  t h e  G 3  shop. Then 
CRESWELL came i n  t h e  next  morning e a r l y ,  and I 
went back a s  soon a s  BALMER showed up. I can s e e  
BALMER and TREXLER s i t t i n g  t h e r e ,  and I s a i d ,  
'Boy I ' m  upset .  What about t h i s  1 2 4  women and 
c h i l d r e n  w e  k i l l e d  down t h e r e ?  What a r e  w e  going 
t o  do about t h i s ? '  He s a i d ,  ' I t ' s  going t o  b e  
i n v e s t i g a t e d . ' "  

Do you r e c a l l ,  one, a d i scuss ion  such a s  t h i s  i n  t h e  b r i e f i n g  
room, poss ib ly  going around very q u i e t l y ?  

A. No, sir.  

Q- Do you r e c a l l  Chaplain LEWIS coming t o  t a l k  t o  
Colonel BALMER.after he  had re turned  from R&R, t o  t a l k  t o  him 
about some ind i sc r imina te  o r  unnecessary k i l l i n g  of women and 
ch i ld ren?  

A. NO, sir. 

Q. W e  know t h a t  Colonel LEWIS had rece ived  c e r t a i n  ' 

information which had been provided by Chief Warrant O f f i c e r  
THOMPSON t o  Chaplain CRESWELL, who i n  t u r n  passed t h i s  i n f o r -  
mation on t o  Colonel LEWIS. I t  concerned, of course ,  what 
Chief Warrant O f f i c e r  THOMPSON had seen dur ing  t h e  course of 
h i s  f l y i n g  t h e  aero-scout h e l i c o p t e r  on t h e  16th  i n  t h e  My L a i  
( 4 )  a rea .  H e r e  aga in  w e  have t h i s  ques t ion  about t h e  obl iga-  
t i o n  of r epor t ing :  

"Q. W e l l ,  ye s ,  b u t  you have a very s p e c i f i c  ob- 
l i g a t i o n ,  a s  do a l l  of u s ,  whenever you hear  of 
a w a r  crime. Cer ta in ly  even a s e r g e a n t  f i r i n g  
i n t o  women and c h i l d r e n ,  t h i s  i n  i t s e l f  is a 
w a r  crime. 

"A. That 's  r i g h t ,  r i g h t .  Exact ly  what I t o l d  t h e  
G 3 .  I s a i d ,  'Look, t h i s  has  g o t  t o  be  looked 
i n t o .  This  i s  t e r r i b l e ,  t h i s  happening. '  
'Chaplain I assu re  you, '  t h i s  i s  what BALMER 
s a i d ,  i n  t h e  presence I ' m  s u r e  o f  TREXLER, 
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a s s u r e  you, t h a t  t h i s  t h i n g  w i l l  be i n v e s t i ­
g a t e d . '  That was t h e  kind of assurance ,  p a r t i ­
c u l a r l y p  I g o t  from BALMER. . . . Now, I had a 
high judgement of BALMER. BALMER was a very sen ­
s i t i v e  o f f i c e r . "  

Does t h i s  he lp  t o  r e f r e s h  your memory? 

"Q. Was t h i s  a  pass ing  conversat ion o r  was t h i s  
you going over  t o  Colonel BALMER i n  t h e  TOC and 
t a l k i n g  t o  him t h e r e ,  o r  i n  h i s  o f f i c e ?  

"A. I t a lked  i n  h i s  o f f i c e .  I went i n  t h e  G3 
shop and I t h i n k  t h a t  t h e  f i r s t  t ime I went i n  
TREXLER was t h e r e  too .  Both of them t o g e t h e r  
s a i d  t h a t  they 'd  heard some of t h e s e  t h i n g s .  I 
remember t h a t  s p e c i f i c a l l y .  I d i d n ' t  g e t  t h e  
f u l l  impact of a t r o c i t y ,  b u t  I d i d  g e t  t h e  i m ­
pac t  of women and c h i l d r e n  being k i l l e d . "  

A. No, sir.  I do no t  remember. I t h i n k  t h a t  i f  
t h i s  happened a f t e r  General KNOWLES, assuming t h a t  t h e  chap­
l a i n  was c o r r e c t  and t h a t  I was i n  f a c t  t h e r e ,  which I d o n ' t  
remember, I d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  I would have made any comments t o  
him. I d o n ' t  t h i n k  t h a t  a f t e r  I was aware of t h e  f a c t  t h a t  
General YOUNG had some knowledge of something having gone 
wrong--it was i n  t h e  proper channels ,  it was i n  t h e  command 
channels--I d o n ' t  t h i n k  I would have paid t h e  chap la in  a 
g r e a t  dea l  of a t t e n t i o n .  I could be wrong b u t  I ' m  t e l l i n g  you 
t h e  way I probably would have t r e a t e d  i t ,  I t h i n k  t h a t  it would 
have s tuck  wi th  me had he  made it of a s u b j e c t  i s s u e ,  unless  
I j u s t  happened t o  be over  t h e r e .  Our o f f i c e s  were s i d e  
by s i d e ,  t h e  G 2  arid t h e  G 3 .  ,?&out t h e  O T I ~ ~  I wenttime t h a t  
over  t o  see  t h e  G 3  was t o  pick him up when we went t o  d inner  
toge the r .  The rest of t h e  t imes we met over  i n  t h e  TOC, s o  
it was very seldom t h a t  I was i n  h i s  o f f i c e .  When I was, it 
was f o r  some s p e c i f i c  bus iness  which normally d i d  n o t  d e a l  
wi th  our r e g u l a r  bus iness .  Now t h a t ' s  about t h e  b e s t  I can 
do t h e r e  because I d o n ' t  r e a l l y  remember t h e  chap la in  d i s ­
cuss ing  it. 

Q Did he  come around q u i t e  o f t e n  and t a l k  about 
what you were doing t o  check i n t o  these  th ings  o r  t h i s ,  t h a t  
and t h e  o t h e r  th ing?  
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A. The chapla in?  

Y e s .  

A. The chapla in  never d id  come t o  see m e  as t h e  G 2 .  
Maybe on one o r  two occasions he came by, b u t  i f  he came by t o  
see me I would p r e f e r  t h a t  it be on a r e l i g i o u s  ma t t e r  r a t h e r  
than g iv ing  me advice about something. 

Q. How d i d  you c a r r y  on your r e l a t i o n s h i p  wi th  t h e  
advisor  group a t  t h e  2d ARVN Divis ion? 

A. Any t i m e  t h a t  I go t  down t o  Quang Ngai C i t y  I 
would go by and v i s i t  t h e  adv i so r s  t h e r e .  When they  would come 
up t o  d i v i s i o n  they 'd  do t h e  same, i n  p a r t i c u l a r  t h e  ones con­
cerned wi th  i n t e l l i g e n c e .  

Q. Y e s .  

A. We t r i e d  t o  c a r r y  on a c l o s e  r e l a t i o n s h i p .  I 
r e l i e d  mainly on my l i a i s o n  o f f i c e r  t o  b r i n g  informat ion  from 
them. 

Q. Do you remember a t  any t ime along about  t h e  middle 
of Apr i l  going down t o  t h e  2d ARVN Div i s ion  and t a l k i n g  wi th  
t h e  adv i so r  personnel  t h e r e ?  I would t h i n k  t h a t  you d i d  most 
of your bus iness  wi th  t h e  G 2  adv i so r ,  Major EARLE? 

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q- Poss ib ly  wi th  t h e  execut ive  o f f i c e r ,  Colonel 
CROMWELL I b e l i e v e  it was. 

A .  Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q. Poss ib ly  a l s o  wi th  t h e  s e n i o r  a d v i s o r ,  Colonel 
HUTTER? 

Q. ( In te rpos ing)  I r a t h e r  imagine t h a t  t h a t  would 
be your mode of opera t ion?  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  
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Q Do you remember a t  any time down t h e r e  anyone 
i n d i c a t i n g  t o  you t h a t . t h e  Son Tinh D i s t r i c t  ch ie f  had pro ­
vided a r e p o r t  t o  t h e  province c h i e f  concerning what may have 
happened i n  t h e  Son My o r  t h e  My Lai  ( 4 )  a r e a  a10,ng about t h e  
middle of March 1968? 

A .  The middle of March, s i r ?  

Q Yes. This  would have been t h e  middle of Apr i l  b u t  
it was r e f e r r i n g  back t o  an i n c i d e n t  t h a t  may have taken p l a c e  
i n  t h e  middle of March. 

A. In  e i t h e r  case ,  they never ,  t o  my knowledge, men­
t i oned  anything r e l a t i v e  t o  t h i s  i n c i d e n t .  I t h i n k  I d i d  v i s i t  
them i n  A p r i l  a couple of t imes.  

Y e s .  

A. But I d o n ' t  remember them br ing ing  any i n c i d e n t  
of  t h i s  type  t o  my a t t e n t i o n .  

Q - So, y o u ' r e  working wi th  t h e  adv i so r  group both  
through your l i a i s o n  o f f i c e r  t h e r e  and a l s o  through pe r sona l  
con tac t?  

A.  Yes, s ir .  And Major EARLE, I j u s t  met him out ­
s i d e  and I r e f r e s h e d  my memory of him. I d e f i n i t e l y  d e a l t  wi th  
him on q u i t e  a few occasions.  

Q Yes, Now along about t h i s  time were you a l s o  
working wi th  t h e  America1 Divis ion and working wi th  t h e  2d ARVN 
Divis ion on developing i n t e l l i g e n c e  t o  support  a  p lan  f o r  t h e  
opening of t h e  a r e a  and t h e  roads t o  T i n f i  Phozc and Tra Bong? 

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q. Can you t e l l  us about when a l l  t h i s  may have 
taken p l a c e ,  p r i m a r i l y  t h e  i n t e l l i g e n c e  a s p e c t s  of i t ,  g e t t i n g  
a l l  t h e  information and t h e  i n i t i a l  planning of i t ?  

A. Well t h e  Tinh Phouc, t h e  o t h e r  one, we never d i d  
r e a l l y  fol low through i n  t h e  time frame I was t h e r e ,  b u t  Tinh 
Phouc we d id .  

8. Yes, 
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A. W e  were developing our  i n t e l l i g e n c e .  Of course ,  
my i n t e l l i g e n c e  was very much concent ra ted  i n  t h a t  a rea  any­
way because t h a t ' s  where t h e r e  was a major enemy base a r e a ,  t h e  
117, I b e l i e v e .  The enemy had been coming i n  t h e r e ,  t h e  2d NVA 
~ i v i s i o n .  We were working wi th  t h e  2d ARVN Divis ion .  I guess 
it was i n  Apr i l  w e  r e a l l y  went i n t o  t h a t  a r e a  and t r i e d  t o  open 
up t h a t  road b u t  i n  March, i n  t h i s  t ime frame, w e  were devel ­
oping o u r  i n t e l l i g e n c e .  

Q- Do you remember any planning conferences o r  any­
t h ing  t h a t  took p l a c e  between Colonel TOAN and General  KOSTER, 
p a r t i c u l a r l y  wi th  General.KOSTER t r y i n g  t o  s e e  what a s s e t s  t h e  
2d ARVN Divis ion  might be a b l e  t o  make a v a i l a b l e  f o r  t h e  opera ­
t i o n ?  

A. W e l l  Colonel TOAN came up on s e v e r a l  occasions.  

Q- I'm, t h ink ing  more on a meeting t h a t  may have taken 
p lace  i n  t h e  headquar ters  of t h e  2d ARVN Divis ion .  

A. W e l l ,  I th ink  t h a t ' s  very ,  very p o s s i b l e .  I n  
f a c t ,  I know t h a t  General KOSTER d i d  go down t h e r e ,  b u t  I d i d  
n o t  go wi th  him. 

Q . Y e s .  You weren ' t  p r ivy  t o  i t ?  

A. NO, sir. 

Q. But you know t h a t  he d i d  go down? 

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q Do you know about what t ime t h a t  he went down? 

A. No s ir ,  he v i s i t e d  t h e  2d ARVN Div i s ion  q u i t e  
f r equen t ly . 
Q. W e l l ,  I was j u s t  t h i n k i n g  about  you developing 
t h e  i n t e l l i g e n c e  and Colonel BALMER working on t h e  o p e r a t i o n a l  
s i d e .  I was t r y i n g  t o  more o r  less v i s u a l i z e  what happened. 
Perhaps him saying ,  "Well, I t a l k e d  t o  Colonel TOAN today and 
t a lked  about c e r t a i n  i n t e l l i g e n c e  a s p e c t s  and he i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  
he can p o s s i b l y  make such and such f o r c e s  a v a i l a b l e " ?  

A. Well, he might have s a i d  t h a t ,  b u t  as I s t a t e d  i n  
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t h e  case  of Tinh Phouc, I d o n ' t  remember ever  r ece iv ing  any 
s u f f i c i e n t  i n t e l l i g e n c e  from t h e  2d ARVN Divis ion  r e l a t i v e  t o  
t l i a t  a r e a .  The i n t e l l i g e n c e  t h a t  we had p r imar i ly  supported 
t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  opera t ion .  I d o n ' t  remember General KOSTER 
coming back. and pass ing  on any s u f f i c i e n t  i n t e l l i g e n c e .  

Q Yes. 

MR MACCRATE: Can you f i x  t h e  time i n  Apr i l  t h a t  t h e  Divis ion  
w a s  working wi th  t h e  2d ARVN i n  t h e  Tinh Phouc a rea?  

A .  No, s i r ,  t h e  only t h i n g  I know is ,  I ' m  q u i t e  
c e r t a i n  t h e  opera t ions  r e a l l y  took p lace  i n  A p r i l  b u t  t h a t  is  
j u s t  t h e  t ime frame. Real ly t h i s  wasn ' t ,  a s  f a r  a s  I was con­
cerned, any major i n t e l l i g e n c e  c o l l e c t i n g  e f f o r t  between t h e  
two of us. W e  p r i n c i p a l l y  used t h e  i n t e l l i g e n c e  t h a t  w e  a l ­
ready had. 

Q A s  f a r  a s  t h e  a c t u a l  ope ra t ion ,  when would t h a t  
have been? 

A. I t  s t a r t e d  i n  Apr i l .  I n  f a c t  it w a s  ongoing 
p r e t t y  much through t h e  month of A p r i l  a s  I remember. W e l l  
w e  went i n  t h e r e ,  then  we had t o  keep t h e  road open. We k e p t  
expanding i n  t h e  a r e a .  Not knowing t h e  e x a c t  d a t e s  I would 
say  t h a t  it took p l a c e  j u s t  about t h e  end of Apr i l  and i n t o  
May. 

10: Do you remember one t h i n g  t h a t  took p l a c e  he re ,  
Colonel TREXLER? General KOSTER depar ted  on R&R on 27 A p r i l  
and he  came back on 7 May. Does t h a t  r e f r e s h  your memory any 
as f a r  a s  -­
A. ( In te rpos ing)  Well t h e  opera t ion  had a l r eady  -­
Q. ( In te rpos ing)  General YOUNG d i r e c t i n g  t h e  t h i n g  
and s o  on? 

A. The opera t ion  was t a k i n g  p l a c e  be fo re  he l e f t .  

Q. Before he  l e f t ?  

A. A s  f a r  as going i n t o  t h e  Tinh Phouc a r e a ,  yes ,  sir. 

Q .  Let  m e  hea r  t h a t  aga in ,  t h e  opera t ion  took p lace  -­
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A. ( In te rpos ing)  W e l l ,  t h e  opera t ion  was s t i l l  on­
going b u t  it s t a r t e d  before-- 

( In te rpos ing)  It had s t a r t e d  be fo re  t h a t .  I s e e .  

10: Colonel TREXLER, we a p p r e c i a t e  you coming down. 
~f you do r e c a l l  any of t h e s e  th ings  t h a t  we've asked you about 
today and they  become a l i t t l e  firmer i n  your mind, w e  would 
apprec ia te  you l e t t i n g  us know. 

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

I0: You have been d i r e c t e d  no t  t o  d i s c u s s  your t e s t i -  
mony here.  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  I have t o  i n s t r u c t  you f u r t h e r .  

A. No, sir. 

I0: Thank you very  much. 

The hea r ing  w i l l  r e c e s s  a t  t h i s  t i m e .  

(The hea r ing  recessed a t  1 4 4 4  hours ,  26 February 
1970.) 
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SUMMARY OF TESTIMONY 

WITNESS: VAN ABLE, Herbert  I11 

DATE OF TESTIMONY: 6 February 1970 

PLACE OF TESTIMONY: Pentagon 

WITNESS SUSPECTED OF: N/A 

COUNSEL: - None 

DUTY ASSIGNMENT ON 16 MARCH 1968: Secretary  t o  General 
GALLOWAY. 

1. KNOWLEDGE OF TASK FORCE BARKER AND THE OPERATION OF 
16 MARCH. 

M r .  VAN ABLE r e c a l l e d  t h e  genera1 ,a rea  of Task Force 
Barker ' s  opera t ions  (pg. 4 ) ,  and t h e  name Task Force 
Barker (pg. 6 ) .  H e  was f ami l i a r  wi th  t h e  name P i n k v i l l e  
(pg. 4 ) .  H e  could recall  no d e t a i l s  of t h e  a s s a u l t  on 
P i n k v i l l e  conducted on 16 March (pg. 5 ) .  

2. KNOWLEDGE OF INQUIRIES. OR REPORTS.-
Following t h e  opera t ion ,  he  d i d  no t  r e c a l l  a complaint 

made by any o f .  t h e  p a r t i c i p a n t s  (pgs. 6, 7) . H e  r e c a l l e d  
nothing about a conf ron ta t ion  between American f o r c e s ,  o r  
of a cap ta in  shoot ing a woman (pg. 7 ) .  H e  d i d  remember 
Lieutenant Colonel HOLLADAY confer r ing  with General GALLOWAY 
on numerous occasions during t h i s  per iod of t i m e  (pgs. 7 ,  8 ) .  
GALLOWAY appeared q u i t e  concerned (pg. 8 ) .  He had no 
knowledge of the s u b j e a t  matter of t h e  conferences (pg. 8 ) .  
HOLLADAY was normally alone when he v i s i t e d  G A L W A Y  
(pg. 8 ) .  H e  d i d  not  recall seeing a r e p o r t  concerning a 
complaint that a p i l o t  had made (pg. 8 ) .  The witness  
s t a t e d  t h a t  genera l ly  he was well informed as t o  what was 
tak ing  p l ace  around him (pg. 9 ) .  H e  d i d  no t  associate HOLLADAY'S 
v i s i t  with v i s i t s ,of o the r  o f f i c e r s  t o  headquar ters ,  e .g. , 
General YOUNG or Colonel PARSON'(pg. 1 0 ) .  He d i d  no t  recal l  
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an i n o r d i n a t e  number of v i s i t s  being made by t h e  province 
o r  ARVN adv i so r s  dur ing  t h i s  t i m e  pe r iod  (pg. 11). H e  had 
heard nothing about  a v i l l a g e  c h i e f ' s  complaint (pg.11) .  
H e  heard of no i n v e s t i g a t i o n  being conducted then  (pg. 11). 
H e  remembered nothing unusual about  t h i s  opera t ion  (pg. 1 4 1 ,  
o r  any unusual v i s i t s  made by Colonel HENDERSON (pg. 1 6 ) .  

3 .  . FILES AT DIVISION HEADQUARTERS. 

VAN ABLE s t a t e d  t h a t  when KOSTER l e f t ,  he cleaned o u t  
t h e  f i l e s .  The cnly f i l e s  t h a t  were turned over t o  KOSTER 
were h i s  pe rsona l  correspondence (pg. 1 5 ) .  The wi tness  
opined t h a t  Exh ib i t  R-1  would have been r e t a i n e d  i n  t h e  
a s s i s t a n t  ch i e f  of s t a f f ' s  o f f i c e  (pg. 1 5 ) .  The wi tness  
d i d  n o t  have a hand i n  c lean ing  up Colonel PARSON'S 
papers when he l e f t  (pg. 1 6 ) .  Sergeants  LOFTIS and 
STEPHENS even tua l ly  s t r a igh t ened  o u t  t h e  f i l e s  as they 
had prev ious ly  been i n  poor condi t ion  (pgs. 16 ,  1 7 ) .  Any 
d e s t r u c t i o n  of f i l e s  w a s  done by LOFTIS (pg. 1 7 ) .  The 
wi tness  s t a t e d  t h a t  LOFTIS d i d  not  de s t roy  numerous f i l e s  
dur ing t h e  summer of 1968 (pg. 1 8 ) .  

4.  OTHER INFORMATION. 

a. VAN ABLE worked a s  s e c r e t a r y  f o r  Generals  RYDER, 
GALLOWAY, YOUNG, and GETTYS (pg. 2 )  . 

b.  The wi tness  had n o t  d i scussed  My Lai wi th  anyone 
from t h e  America1 Divis ion s i n c e  h i s  d i scharge  from t h e  
Army.-

c. H e  went t o  A u s t r a l i a  on R6R 6-12 March of 1968 
 
(.pgs. 3 ,  4 )  
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EXHIBITS 
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NUMBER 
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A true copy of 
HENDERSON'S Report 

NOTES . _  

Wit had never seen 
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ments . 

PAGES 
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(The hea r ing  reconvened a t  1530 hours ,  6 February 
1970.) 

MR MACCRATE: The h e a r i n g  w i l l  come t o  order .  

RCDR: The fol lowing named persons a r e  p resen t :  MR 
MACCRATE, COL ARMSTRONG, and MAJ LYNN. 

The n e x t  wi tness  is M r .  Herbert  Van Able. 

(MR VAN ABLE was c a l l e d  as a wi tness ,  was sworn, 
and t e s t i f i e d  a s  fol lows :) 

M r .  VAN ABLE, f o r  t h e  r ecord ,  w i l l  you p lease  
s t a t e  your f u l l  name, occupat ion,  and res idence?  

A. Herbert  H.  VAN ABLE 11, 616 South Rurly S t r e e t ,  
Madison, Wisconsin. I ' m  working a s  a sh ipping  c l e r k  a t  t h e  
p r e s e n t  t ime. 

COL ARMSTRONG: M r .  VAN ABLE, have you read  t h e  pre l iminary  
i n s t r u c t i o n s ?  

A. Y e s .  

Q. Do you understand them? 

A. Y e s ,  I do. 

Q- On my l e f t  i s  Yx. MACCRATE, who is a c i v i l i a n  
a t to rney  and has  volunteered  h i s  s e r v i c e s  t o  t h e  Sec re ta ry  
of t h e  Army t o  a s s i s t  i n  t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  I have been 
assigned by t h e  Of f i ce  of  the Chief of S t a f f  t o  a s s i s t  Gen- 
e r a l  PEERS i n  t h e  inqu i ry .  The inqu i ry  has  o t h e r  groups 
tak ing  testimony from o t h e r  wi tnesses ,  b u t  i n  the end,  General 
PEERS w i l l  absorb a l l  of  the test imony,  w i l l  r s r i t e  up t h e  
r e p o r t ,  and come t o  t h e  conclusions and make t h e  recommenda- 
t i o n s .  The rest of us a r e  a s s i s t i n g .  

Would you -p lease  s t a t e  f o r  us  t h e  d a t e  t h a t  you 
a r r i v e d  i n  t h e  Americal ~ i v i s i o n ,  t h e  l eng th  o f  t i m e  you 
served  w i t h  i t ,  and t h e  p o s i t i o n s  you h e l d  whi le  you were 
i n  t h e  Americal Divis ion?  
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A.  W e l l ,  a c t u a l l y  I was assigned t o  Task Force Oregon 
when we moved up from Saigon. I a r r i v e d  i n  country on 6 A p r i l  
1967, and I b e l i e v e  it was about 3 o r  4 days l a t e r  t h a t  Task 
Force Oregon moved up t o  Chu Lai .  I was assigned t o  suppor t  
command a s  a s e c r e t a r y  f o r  t h e  CO,  Colonel PRIDGON,  and worked 
i n  t h a t  capaci ty  u n t i l  around August, September of  t h a t  y e a r  
t o  become t h e  s e c r e t a r y  f o r  General RYDER. And s o  I was t h e r e  
when t h e  Americal Divis ion  was a c t i v a t e d  i n  October o f  t h a t  
yea r .  You want m e  t o  t e l l  you who I worked f o r ?  

Q a When you l e f t  and-­

A. ( In te rpos ing)  I l e f t  around 16 February 1969, 
s t i l l  a t  headquar te r s ,  Americal, except  f o r  1 month TDY t o  
Hawaii working a t  t h e  R&R c e n t e r .  

Q - And you worked f o r  General RYDER a l l  t h e  t ime? 

A. No, sir. I worked f o r  General RYDER, h i s  rep lace ­
ment General GALLOWAY. I worked a s h o r t  pe r iod  of  t ime f o r  
General  YOUNG. And t hen  I worked f o r  General GETTYS when he 
came i n .  

Q Were you General GETTYS' s e c r e t a r y  a l l  t h e  time 
t h a t  you remained? 

A. W e l l ,  excep t  when they came back from Hawaii, I 
only had a couple of months l e f t ,  and I d i d  var ious  func t ions ,  
mostly t a k i n g  c a r e  of  t h e  C G ' s  mess, t h e  b a r  a r e a ,  and t h i n g s  
l i k e  t h a t .  U n t i l  February o r  November of  1968, I worked a s  
General  GETTYS' s e c r e t a r y .  

Q. Since l a s t  September, October when t h e  s o  c a l l e d  
My Lai o r  P i n k v i l l e  i n c i d e n t  h i t  t h e  news media, t h i s  was j u s t  
l a s t  f a l l ,  have you d iscussed  t h i s  wi th  your former f r i e n d s  
and members o f  t h e  Americal Divis ion  e i t h e r  by te lephone o r  
by l e t t e r ?  

A .  I ' v e  never  had any s o r t  of correspondence whatso­
e v e r  wi th  any of  my f r i e n d s  o r  anybody o f  t h a t  s o r t  i n  the 
~ m e r i c a ls i n c e  I g o t  ou t  of t h e  Army.  
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When d i d  you depar t  t h e  Army? 

A. 19 February 1969. 

MR MACCRATE: You i n d i c a t e d  you had 30 days i n  Hawaii a t  some 
t i m e  dur ing  t h i s  pe r iod  A p r i l  1967 t o  February 1969. Could 
you f i x  t h a t  f o r  us?  

A. Approximately November 1968 u n t i l  25 December. 

a - So t h a t  you were t h e r e  a t  o t h e r  t imes  beginning 
i n  October 1967 r i g h t  on t o  February o f  1969, a t  Chu Lai  a l l  
the time? 

A. Y e s ,  except  f o r  my l eaves  I was i n  Chu Lai  during 
my whole t ime s p e n t  i n  Vietnam. 

0 - And s o  we  cover t h a t  a t  t h e  same t i m e .  When w e r e  
you away on leave?  

A. W e l l ,  it was both Christmases.  Christmas of 1967 
and 1968. 

Q *  Were you away dur ing  t h e  s p r i n g  o f  1968? 

A. No, s ir ,  except  I d i d  go on R&R t o  ~ u s t r a l i a  i n  
March. I f  I ' m  n o t  mistaken, it was from t h e  6 t h  t o  the 12 th .  

0 .  Was it t h a t  e a r l y ?  

A. . I t h i n k  so .  

a .  W e  had a r e fe rence  by another  wi tness  t o  your R&R, 
and I was i n t e r e s t e d  t o  f i x  t h e  p o i n t  i n  t ime.  

A. I had thought about t h i s  p rev ious ly ,  b u t ,  a s  f a r  
as  I can f i g u r e ,  it was around the 6 t h  t o  the 12 th .  I f  I had 
a ca lendar  I could probably n a r r m  it down more, because I 
know my second t o  t h e  l a s t  day of  l eave  was on a Sunday. 

Q. We j u s t  happen t o  have a ca lendar .  

A. Exce l l en t .  I could do w e l l  w i th  i t . 
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Q. You i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  you were temporari ly  s e c r e t a r y  
f o r  General YOUNG. Can you f i x  t h e  per iod? 

A. Whenever he a r r i v e d  i n  country.  Our o f f i c e s  were 
s o  con£ined t h a t  General  RYDER and General YOUNG, i n  f a c t ,  
shared t h e  same o f f i c e ,  and they h a d n ' t  y e t  found a s e c r e t a r y  
f o r  him, s o  I j u s t  took ca re  of  both  those gentlemen. 

Q E l l ,  was t h i s  when General YOUNG a r r i v e d ?  

A .  This is when General YOUNG a r r i v e d .  I was secre ­
t a r y  f o r  both  General  RYDER and General YOUNG. When General 
GETTYS a r r i v e d ,  I was s o l e l y  h i s  s e c r e t a r y .  

Q You r e c a l l  i n  t h e  s p r i n g  of 1968 hea r ing  about the 
opera t ion  of Task Force Barker? 

A. I r e c a l l  it. I c o u l d n ' t  remember any of the de­
t a i l s  i f  I t r i e d ,  b u t  I c e r t a i n l y  do remember t h e  name. 

Q And do you remember t h e  g e n e r a l  a r e a  i n  which they 
were opera t ing?  

A.  Y e s ,  t hey  were south  of Chu La i ,  n o r t h  o f  Duc Pho, 
I ' d  say about 10 m i l e s .  General ly  speaking,  t h a t ' s  a l l  I can 
remember as f a r  as a rea .  

Q Before we g e t  t o o  f a r  away from it, we now have 
a  calendar  f o r  1968 t h a t  I hand you. 

A .  It w a s  indeed from t h e  6 t h  t o  t h e  12 th .  E i t h e r  
t h e  6 t h  t o  t h e  1 2 t h  o r  t h e  7 t h  t o  t h e  1 3 t h ,  b u t  t h a t  d o e s n ' t  
s t r i k e  a b e l l .  I ' m  s u r e  it was from t h e  6 t h  t o  t h e  12th .  

Q It would have been i n  March and n o t  i n  Apr i l ?  

A .  It was i n  March. 

Q LB you r e c a l l  hea r ing  s h o r t l y  a f t e r  you re tu rned  
from R&R i n  March 1968 about a l a r g e  opera t ion  of  Task Force 
Barker i n t o  t h i s  a r e a  sou th  of  Chu Lai? 

A .  I remember hea r ing  of  it. A t  t h e  r i s k  of be ing  
presumptious , I d o n ' t  want t o  say  I heard t h e  name My La i ,  
bu t  I c e r t a i n l y  do r e c a l l  hea r ing  t h e  name P i n k v i l l e .  T h a t ' s  
t h e  only t h i n g  I can f a m i l i a r i z e  myself with.  
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Q. W e l l ,  t h e  opera t ion  d i d  indeed go i n t o  t h e  genera l  
a r e a  of what is  c a l l e d  P i n k v i l l e .  Perhaps i f  you look behind 
you a t  t h e  map (Exhibi t  M A P - 1 1 ,  t h e r e  i s  a l a r g e  blowup on 
t h a t  s i d e .  I f  you look around t o  your l e f t  and t o  your r e a r  
y o u ' l l  s e e  a smal l e r  map (Exh ib i t  MAP-5) on which y o u ' l l  f i n d  
Chu La i  up toward t h e  top.  Then you come down t h e  c o a s t  l i n e  
and y o u ' l l  s e e  t h e  a r e a  of t h e  blowup of t h e  o t h e r  map, which 
i s  nor th  of Quang Ngai C i ty  and o u t  toward what is  c a l l e d  t h e  
Batangan Peninsula  i n  t h e  e a s t e r n  p a r t  of  Son Tinh D i s t r i c t .  
And t h e  orange a r e a  on t h e  two maps i s  t h e  same, j u s t  t o  o r i e n t  
you. And y o u ' l l  no te  t h a t  P i n k v i l l e  i s  a c t u a l l y  a community 
o u t  toward t h e  South China Sea known a l s o  a s  My La i  (1). Pink­
v i l l e  simply be ing  t h e  name given because it happens t o  be pink 
i n  c o l o r  on some of t h e  Army maps. What do you r e c a l l  hea r ing  
a t  t h e  t i m e  regarding  t h a t  opera t ion?  

A. E i t h e r  I d o n ' t  remember c o r r e c t l y  o r  I ' m  t h ink ing  
of another  opera t ion ,  b u t  I t h i n k  t h i s  i s  one where they  had 
had a marine a s s a u l t .  

Q Marine o r  a i r  a s s a u l t ?  

A. Both. I thought they had landed Marine o r  Army 
personnel on t h e  c o a s t  and t h e r e  was a l s o  an a i r  a s s a u l t .  I f  
t h i s  wasn ' t  t h e  case ,  then I don : t  remember anything.  

Q. There was no Marine a s s a u l t .  The c l o s e s t  t h a t  any­
t h i n g  came t o  t h a t  i n  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  opera t ion  was t h a t  some 
boats  t h a t  were o f f  shore  were brought i n  t o  shore  t o  d ischarge  
some Vietnamese. There were some d e t a i n e e s  taken  along t h e  
shore,  b u t  t h e r e  was no amphibious landing  o r  anything of t h a t  
s o r t .  

A .  Then t h e  d e t a i l s  of t h e  a s s a u l t  i t s e l f ,  I have no 
r e c o l l e c t i o n .  

Q. Do you have any r e c o l l e c t i o n  of t h i s  a s  a very 
l a r g e  opera t ion  of Task ~ o r c eBarker i n  which, i n  f a c t ,  they  
repor ted  t h e  l a r g e s t  number of VC K I A  s i n c e  t h e  11th Brigade 
a r r i v e d  i n  country? 

A .  No, n o t  p a r t i c u l a r l y .  I d i d n ' t  have t h a t  much 
pe r spec t ive  a s  f a r  a s  a c t u a l l y  how l a r g e  t h e  opera t ion  was. 
They a l l  seemed p r e t t y  l a r g e  t o  me, and s o  I j u s t  noted noth ­
i n g  p a r t i c u l a r l y  l a r g e  about it. I do remember Task Force 
Barker. 
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Q W e l l ,  a t  t h i s  time i n  March o r  A p r i l  1968 you w e r e  
j u s t  t r a n s f e r r i n g  over  t o  work f o r  General GALLOWAY, o r  then  
Colonel GALLOWAY, were you not?  

A. Yes, i f  t h a t ' s  when he came i n  country.  I d o n ' t  
remember ex,act ly  when he came i n .  

Q a Well, j u s t  t o  h e l p  you f i x  t h e s e  t h i n g s  i n  t i m e ,  
General  RYDER l e f t  on 10 March. Were you t h e r e  when General 
RYDER l e f t ? '  And t h e n  Colonel GALLOWAY a r r i v e d ,  we understand, 
on  1 5  March. 

That sounds r i g h t .  

Q Had you j u s t  come back from R&R? 

A. A s  I remember, I s a i d  goodbye t o  General RYDER 
be fo re  he l e f t ,  because I went on R&R. A s  a m a t t e r  of  f a c t ,  
he t r i e d  t o  t a k e  m e  t o  Hawaii with him t o  become h i s  sec re ­
t a r y ,  b u t  t h e  reason I d i d n ' t  go along wi th  him i s  because 
the a l l o c a t i o n  c a l l e d  f o r  a c i v i l i a n  s e c r e t a r y  a t  h i s  job a s  
G 1 ,  USARPAC. I n  f a c t ,  t h a t  could have been t h e  reason I took 
t h e  R & R I  because o f  t h e  l apse  of t ime between General RYDER 
l eav ing  and General GALLOWAY coming i n .  

Q - Well, t h i s  f i t s  i n t o  t h e  genera l  t i m e  frame f o r  
you, t h e  pe r iod  i n  which we're  p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n t e r e s t e d .  Do 
you r e c a l l  fo l lowing t h a t  ope ra t ion ,  hea r ing  any r e p o r t s  of 
any complaints t h a t  were made by any o f  t h e  p a r t i c i p a n t s  i n  
t h e  opera t ion  o r  about t h e  opera t ion?  

A .  Not a t  a l l .  

Q. Do you have any r ~ , c o l L e ~ t i o nof  a complaint be ing  
made by a war ran t  o f f i c e r  p i l o t  about something t h a t  had gone 
on i n  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  and something occurr ing  i n  headquar ters  
about t h i s  t ime which Colonel HOLLADAY , t h e  a v i a t i o n  o f f i c e r  , 
w a s  concerned? 

A. Vaguely. I r e a l l y  c o u l d n ' t  say  yes  t o  ' t h a t  a t  a l l .  
For one t h i n g ,  my capac i ty  a s  s e c r e t a r y  f o r  an ADC, you d o n ' t  
r e a l l y  g e t  i n  the know as much a s ,  l e t ' s  s a y ,  s e c r e t a r y  for 
t h e  ch ie f  of s t a f f  o r  t h e  cornanding g e n e r a l ,  simply because 
t h e s e  fel lows would know more through typ ing  something he may 
want typed up o r  something going through h i s  hands going t o  
an o f f i c e .  For an ADC t h e r e  wasn' t t h a t  much paperwork, and 
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anything 1 would, of course,  hea r ,  would be hearsay ,  some­
t h i n g  maybe t a l k e d  about between t h e  s t e n o s ,  which we prob- 
ab ly  shouldn 't do. 

0. We're p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  j u s t  t h a t  kind o f  
information a s  we ' re  t r y i n g  t o  put  it toge the r .  

A. Well, I ' m  c e r t a i n  you a r e .  
-

Q- W e  have a g r e a t  d e a l  of information a t  t h i s  time. 
We t a lked  t o  over  300 wi tnesses ,  s o  w e  have a p r e t t y  good 
idea  of what was going on. But we a r e  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  t a l k i n g  
with you men who were i n  headquar ters  t o  make s u r e  t h a t  w e  
have an accura te  s t o r y  and t h a t  w e  f i l l  i n  any l i t t l e  d e t a i l s .  

A. I r e a l l y  doubt t h a t  I heard anything.  I f  I d i d ,  
it j u s t  completely s l i p p e d  me. 

Q- Well, I ' d  l i k e  you t o  t h i n k  about t h i s .  Do you 
r e c a l l  t a l k  abbut a complaint t h a t  t h e r e  had been some i n d i s -  
c r iminate  shoot ing  by ground fo rces  and t h a t  a p i l o t  of an 
aero-scout u n i t  t h a t  was working wi th  t h e  ground f o r c e s  had 
some s o r t  of  a confronta t ion  with t h e  ground f o r c e s  and ac tu-  
a l l y  had th rea tened  t o  have t h e  gunner of t h e  aero-scout  s h i p  
t u r n  on t o  t h e  American fo rces .  Do you have any r e c o l l e c t i o n  
of something a s  unusual a s  t h a t ?  

A. Not a t  a l l ,  sir. 

Q. Any r e c o l l e c t i o n  of an account t h a t  of  a c a p t a i n
having s h o t  a woman? 

A. No, sir. 

Q. You have no r e c o l l e c t i o n  of Colonel HOLLADAY coming 
over i n  connection with t h e  complaint of  a member of t h e  123d 
Aviation B a t t a l i o n  and wanting t o  t a l k  t o  one of t h e  genera l s?  

A. I c a n ' t  say no t o  t h a t .  Something r e a l l y  s t r i k e s  
me of h i s  be ing  concerned about something a t  t h a t  t ime,  because 
he was i n  and out  of t h a t  o f f i c e .  A t  t h a t  t ime Colonel GALLO- 
WAY had j u s t  g o t t e n  i n  country.  

Q. T h a t ' s  r i g h t .  
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A. H e  was busy then ,  and I remember Colonel HOLLADAY 

s e e i n g  him a l o t .  What it was about I d o n ' t  know , b u t  I do 
remember Colonel GALLOWAY be ing  q u i t e  concerned about whatever 
i t  was. H e  was t r y i n g  t o  t a l k  t o  Colonel HOLLADAY, I th ink .  

Q We happen t o  know t h a t  t h e r e  were s e v e r a l  th ings  on 
Colonel HOLLADAY'S mind a t  o r  about t h a t  t ime. And w e ' r e  anx­
i o u s  t o  q e t  any r e c o l l e c t i o n  you might have a s  t o  what seemed 
t o  you t o  be t h e  n a t u r e  of  h i s  concern. 

A. He g o t  t o  a p o i n t  t h a t ,  you know, g e n e r a l  procedure 
would be coming t o  t h e  s e c r e t a r y  t o  s e e  i f  t h e  g e n e r a l  was 
busy o r  something l i k e  t h a t ,  b u t  they  were on t h e  phone s o  
much t o  each o t h e r  t h a t  any morning Colonel HOLLADAY I s  going 
t o  walk i n  the  o f f i c e  and s h u t  t h e  door. That s o r t  of  t h i n g ,  
they  j u s t  seem very  much i n  communication w i t h  each o t h e r .  
But what t h e  problem was I have no idea .  

Q. Do you have any r e c o l l e c t i o n  of Colonel HOLLADAY 
having anyone wi th  him on any of  these  v i s i t s ?  

A. No, I d o n ' t  r e c a l l .  H e  may have a couple of t i m e s .  
It would probably be t h e  a s s i s t a n t  a v i a t i o n  o f f i c e r .  I wouldn't  
even know who t h a t  would be. But ,  no, I j u s t  remember Colonel 
HOLLADAY being by h imsel f .  

Q. Do you e v e r  r e c a l l  s ee ing  around headquar ters  a 
r e p o r t  on an i n c i d e n t  i n  connection wi th  an o p e r a t i o n  where a 
p i l o t  had made a complaint,  i f  t h e r e  had been an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  
of t h a t  complaint ,  and a r e p o r t  had been f i l e d ?  A s  we would 
understand,  a very b r i e f  r e p o r t ,  perhaps only a page i n  l eng th ,  
b u t  desc r ib ing  and e v a l u a t i n g  what had been found and concluded 
along the  l i n e s  t h e r e  w a s  no subs tance  t o  t h e  p i l o t ' s  complaint.  
Do you remember seeing something 1ik.e that around headquar ters?  

A. I j u s t  d o n ' t  remember see ing  something l i k e  t h a t .  

Q - Do you remember hea r ing  about such a t h i n g ?  

A. No. I r e a l l y  don' t o  

Q Well, i t ' s  q u i t e  p o s s i b l e  t h a t  it would be t h e r e ,  
and you wouldn ' t  know about i t  i f  it w e r e  h e l d  on a c lose-
ho ld  b a s i s .  

(VAN ABLE) 8 APP T-337 
 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 
 



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 
 

A. Absolutely.  But g e n e r a l l y  speaking,  I was p r e t t y  
much i n  t h e  know. It was very i n t e r e s t i n g ,  t h a t ' s  why I ex­
tended over t h e r e ,  t o  keep the job I had a t  headquar ters ,  
because I was very much i n t e r e s t e d  i n  what happened. 

Q W e  g o t  t h e  impression t h a t  you d i d  have your e a r s  
open, from what o t h e r s  i n d i c a t e d  t o  u s ,  t h a t  you w e r e  one of 
the knowledgeable men i n  headquar ters .  

A. W e l l ,  I r e a l l y  t r i e d  t o  be .  I was extremely 
i n t e r e s t e d  i n  how th ings  l i k e  t h i s  worked. 

&. But you never picked up any c l u e  a s  t o  what Colonel 
HOLLAIjkY was upse t  about ,  concerned about? 

A .  1 probably d i d  a t  t h e  t ime,  b u t  I r e a l l y  d o n ' t  
r e c a l l .  Even s i n c e  t h e  beginning of t h e  p u b l i c i t y  of t h i s  
a l l e g e d  i n c i d e n t ,  I knew My L a i  f r o m  checking on the map 
and everyth ing  e l s e  and just kilowing where i t  is. 

Let's put that t o  one s i d e  f o r  t h e  t ime being. 

A. W e l l ,  i t ' s  j u s t  I was i n t e r e s t e d ,  b u t  I wouldn't  
even s t o p  pe r sona l ly  t o  t h i n k  back what I knew about it. 
T h a t ' s  what I'm t r y i n g  t o  s a y ,  and I 'rn j u s t  n o t  r e c a l l i n g  
any of t h i s  a t  a l l .  

Q. W e l l ,  what you r e c a l l ,  you might  be wholly unable 
i n  your own mind t o  a s s o c i a t e  wi th  what you 've been reading  
i n  t h e  newspapers. This  i s  one of  t h e  d i f f i c u l t i e s  t h a t  we 
encounter a s  we ' r e  t r y i n g  t o  g e t  p e o p l e ' s  r e c o l l e c t i o n s ,  t h a t  
they  had been s e e i n g  th ings  i n  the newspaper, and they t h i n k  
i f  I r e c a l l  anything it has  t o  be what I read  t h e r e .  But w e  
want t o  t r y  and g e t  a t  what a c t u a l l y  was going on and what 
you were observing. This  i s  what I ' m  d i r e c t i n g  myself t o .  

A .  I d i d n ' t  mean t o  c o r r e l a t e  wi th  what I saw i n  news­
papers ,  because I have a very low opinion o f  many th ings  t h a t  
a r e  s a i d  i n  t h e  papers ,  e s p e c i a l l y  about o p e r a t i o n s  going on 
over  t h e r e .  But I never stopped and thought about what I may 
have found out  about t h i s  o r  anything. 

Q. Well, l e t  me ask you t o  t h i n k  f o r  a minute about 
whether a t  o r  about t h i s  t ime you do remember Colonel HOLLADAY 
coming i n  and t a l k i n g  t o  people i n  t h e  headquar te r s ,  t h a t  
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t h e r e  was anyone going o u t  from headquar ters  apparent ly  i n  
response t o  h i s  concern,  General YOUNG o r  Colonel PARSON, o r  
someone e l s e ,  t h a t  any a c t i v i t y  of t h a t  s o r t  t h a t  you assoe ­
i a t e  wi th  Colonel HOLLADAY a t  t h a t  time? 

A. I c a n ' t  a s s o c i a t e  t h a t  a t  a i l ,  because they  w e r e  
always on t h e  go, I t  j u s t  happened every morning a f t e r  8 
o '  c lock b r i e f i n g ,  e s p e c i a l l y  t h e  two A D C ' s  and General  KOSTER, 
t h e y ' d  be gone 'ti1 noon. They wouldn ' t  be back u n t i l  lunch. 
A l l  t h r e e  of them, genera l ly  speaking,  90 pe rcen t  o f  t h e  t i m e  
w e r e n ' t  t h e r e  d u r i n g  t h e  morning and evening b r i e f i n g .  They 
were o u t  i n  t h e  f i e l d .  And s o  I r e a l l y  c o u l d n ' t  a s s o c i a t e  
any of  t h e i r  going o u t s i d e  t o  Colonel HOLLADAY. 

Q Well, l e t  me ask you about something q u i t e  d i f ­
f e r e n t .  You remember dur ing  t h e  s p r i n g  of  1968 along about 
t h i s  time t h a t  t h e r e  was anything going on i n  r e l a t i o n  t o  t h e  
Vietnamese a u t h o r i t i e s  down i n  Quang Ngai Province,  province 
adv i so r s  coming i n t o  headquar ters .  Anything of  t h a t  s o r t ?  
Does t h a t  begin  t o  r e l a t e  t o  something t h a t  you can r e c a l l ?  
L e t ' s  s t a r t  o u t  t h i s  way. Do you remember who t h e  province 
adv i so r  was f o r  Quang Ngai Province,  a b i g  fe l low? 

A. Was one of them .MAY? 

A. You' re r i g h t ,  James MAY. 

A. I remember then  Colonel TOAN, of  course ,  

Q. Who w a s  l g t e r  General TOAN, t h a t ' s  r i g h t .  D o  you
remember t h a t  Colonel ULSAKER was t h e  adv i so r  u n t i l  around 
A p r i l  1968? He was replaced  by Colonel HUTTER. 

A. Colonel HUTTER, y e s ,  and 1 a l s o  remember Colonel 
ULSmER. 

Q e  And do you remember t h e  province deputy adv i so r  
t o  MAY, the m i l i t a r y  o f f i c e r ?  Do you remember who he w a s ?  

A. Not a t  a l l .  

Q Lieutenant  Colonel GUINN? 

A. I remember him, but '  I donqt remember him a s  d i s ­
t i n c t l y  a s  t h e  previous ly  mentioned c i v i l i a n s  and Colonel 
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TOAN. I remember Colonel G U I N N ,  b u t  I d i d n ' t  have any contact--  

R.! ( In te rpos ing)  Did you a l s o  know Colonel HENDERSON, 
the commanding o f f i c e r  of t h e  11th  Brigade? 

i\, Y e s ,  sir.  Colonel Oran HENDERSON. 

Q- Well, a t  about t h i s  time do you remember on one o r  
inore occasions any of t h e  province advisory people coming up 
t o  Chu La i  poss ib ly  a couple of t imes ,  one o r  more meetings, 
and Colonel HENDERSON being p resen t?  

A. No, sir. I r e a l l y  d o n ' t .  A s  far a s  b r igade  com­
manders were concerned, they came i n  n o t  o f t e n  a t  a l l ,  maybe 
two o r  t h r e e  t imes a month a t  t h e  most. A s  f a r  a s  t h e  advis -  
o r s  a r e  concerned they may be up once a month. But a t  t h i s  
t i m e  I c a n ' t  say  I remember anything o u t  of t h e  ord inary  
scheme of t h i n g s ,  an e x t r a  v i s i t a t i o n  by t h e s e  people.  

Q. Do you ever  remember hea r ing  of a complaint by a 
v i l l a g e  ch ie f  of Son My Vi l l age  t h a t  was concerning t h e  pro- 
vince adv i so r s  a t  Quang Ngai Province,  and they  had been t a l k -  
i n g  t o  General KOSTER o r  t o  t h e  ch ie f  of s t a f f  regarding  t h i s .  
Anything come ac ross  your desk o r  t h a t  you heard about from 
t a l k i n g  wi th  t h e  o t h e r  men i n  t h e  o f f i c e ?  

A. No, sir.  I ' m  s o r r y ,  I r e a l l y  d o n ' t .  Son My 
doesn ' t  even r i n g  a  b e l l  a t  a l l .  

Q g  Did you hear  t h a t  an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  was be ing  con- 
ducted of an i n s t a n c e  d e a l i n g  with Son My or Tu Cung o r  Co 
Luy, Thuan Yen? 

A. Nol sir. 

Q. Do you ever  remember hea r ing  t h a t  t h e r e  was any 
i n v e s t i g a t i o n  be ing  conducted with r e s p e c t  t o  t h e  indiscr im-  
i n a t e  k i l l i n g  of  c i v i l i a n s  i n  connection wi th  an opera t ion  
wi th in  t h e  d i v i s i o n ?  

'A. A t  t h a t  time? 

6. Yes. 

A. No, sir. 

Q. O r  a t  sone e a r l i e r  o r  l a t e r  t ime. 
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A.  I remember a t  a l a t e r  t ime he lp ing  a s  a c o u r t  re­
p o r t e r  on a case  about t h r e e  young e n l i s t e d  men who made home 
made rounds of ammunition, and they  s a i d  they w e r e  j u s t  t e s ­
t i n g  them o u t .  However t h e r e  happened t o  be a woman and a 
couple of k i d s  o r  something l i k e  t h a t  down a c r o s s  a fence of  
some s o r t .  One o f  them was k i l l e d  and he  was convicted f o r  
t h a t .  

Q his w a s  a t  a l a t e r  t ime? 

A. That w a s  l a t e r ,  I b e l i e v e .  I be l i eve  it was. 
T h a t ' s  t h e  only t h i n g  I r e a l l y  remember a s  f a r  a s  k i l l i n g  
c i v i l i a n s  t h a t  I could d i s t i n c t l y  r e c a l l .  

Q - Do you e v e r  remember S p e c i a l i s t  HERRIS t e l l i n g  
you about prepar ing  a d i r e c t i v e  from t h e  commanding g e n e r a l  
o f  t h e  Americal Divis ion  t o  t h e  commanding o f f i c e r  of the 1 1 t h '  
Brigade d i r e c t i n g  an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  wi th  r e s p e c t  t o  a complaint 
r ece ived  from Vietnamese o f f i c i a l s ?  

A. No, sir. 

Q M r .  VAN ABLE, I ' l l  show you E x h i b i t  R-1,  which is 
a r e p o r t  o f  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  da ted  2 4  A p r i l  1968 hddressed t o  the 
Commanding General ,  Americal Divis ion  and ask you i f  you e v e r  
r e c a l l  s ee ing  t h a t  r e p o r t  a t  t h e  headquar ters  of  t h e  Americal? 
Do you have any r e c o l l e c t i o n  o f  see ing  a r e p o r t  such as  t h a t ,  
hea r ing  anything about a r e p o r t  such a s  t h a t ,  having been 
brought t o  d i v i s i o n ?  

A. Not this i n  p a r t i c u l a r ,  bu t  somehow I r e c a l l  some 
time and I c a n ' t  r e l a t e  when, s e v e r a l  a r t i c l e s  o f  correspon ­
dence,  s u b j e c t :  "Report of I n v e s t i g a t i o n .  " I t  could have been 
something e l s e .  Of course ,  I guess  t h a t  w a s  k ind  o f  a  com­
mon th ing .  They had r e p o r t s  of i n v e s t i g a t i o n  on h e l i c o p t e r  
c rashes  and t h i n g s  l i k e  t h a t .  

Q. A r e p o r t  of i n v e s t i g a t i o n  i n  i t s e l f  is  a common 
phrase ,  b u t  a r e p o r t  of  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  wi th  t h e  s u b j e c t  mat­
t e r  such a s  t h i s ?  

A. No, sir. I d o n ' t  remember t h i s  p i e c e  a t  a l l ,  re­
viewing it o r  it having been t a l k e d  about.  I f  t h i s  went 
through HERRIS, which I ' m  s u r e  i t  d i d ,  he was one n o t  t o  us­
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u a l l y  t a l k  about  it anyway. We would t a l k  a l o t  about minor 
i n c i d e n t s ,  b u t  he was p r e t t y  r e l i a b l e  guy about n o t  saying 
anything when it comes t o  something of a c h a r a c t e r  l i k e  t h i s .  

Q. Do you know what happened t o  HERRIS when he  l e f t  
vietnam? 

A. I wish I d id .  I wanted t o  g e t  hold  of him myself. 
He's a good f r i e n d  of mine, b u t  a l l  I know i s  t h a t  he  was in ­
t e r e s t e d  i n  going back t o  school .  I know h e  had s e n t  f o r  
ma te r i a l  from Bol l ing  Green. He was i n t e r e s t e d  i n  going 
t h e r e  s o  I j u s t  n a t u r a l l y  assumed t h a t ' s  where he  went t o  
school.  

Q. We c a l l e d  today t o  Bo l l ing  Green and he  i s  n o t  
t h e r e ,  apparen t ly  no t  going t h e r e .  Do we have t h e  c o r r e c t  
middle i n i t i a l ?  Did Major A P I C I  speak wi th  you about t h a t ,  
William P.?  

A. William P. ,  I ' m  p r e t t y  s u r e  t h a t ' s  t h e  middle i n i -  
t i a l .  

COL ARMSTRONG: Did you ever  correspond wi th  him a t  a l l ?  

A. No, I never got  h i s  address .  

MAJ LYNN: The o t h e r  man mentioned t h a t  he  l i v e d  a t  home. 
Was h i s  mother ' s  name HERRIS too?  Maybe i t ' s  a s i l l y  ques- 
t i o n .  Did he  e v e r  mention anything l i k e  t h a t ?  

A. Come t o  t h i n k  of it, I d o n ' t  t h i n k  it is .  I 
r e a l l y  d o n ' t .  I know he l i v e d  i n  Cleveland, b u t  somehow 
l i k e  looking a t  h i s  mail from home, I d o n ' t  t h i n k  it i s .  

Q. I j u s t  thought maybe you might have remembered. 

A. No, I wouldn ' t  remember t h e  name, b u t  i t  j u s t  
seems t o  me t h a t  they had n o t  an ord inary  family s i t u a t i o n .  
I r e a l l y  d o n ' t  t h i n k  it i s  come t o  t h i n k  of i t .  I may be 
mistaken. 

MR MACCRATE: Refer r ing  again  t o  Exh ib i t  R-1,  I ' d  l i k e  you t o  
look a t  t h e  t h i r d  page M r .  VAN ABLE and ask you i f  you ever  
r e c a l l  having seen t h a t  s h e e t  of paper b e f o r e  o r  anything 
s i m i l a r  t o  t h a t .  Do you ever  r e c a l l  s e e i n g  o r  hea r ing  any- 
t h i n g  l i k e  t h a t  around t h e  headquar ters  of t h e  America1 
Division? 
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A. No, sir .  

Q Do you e v e r  r e c a l l  hea r ing  anything about t h e  
hamlets of Tu Cung o r  Co Luy? 

A. hose d o n ' t  r i n g  a b e l l  a t  a l l .  

Q Now i f  y o u ' l l  t u r n  over  t o  t h e  next  two pages,  I ' l l  
ask you t o  look a t  those  two pages of VC propaganda and ask 
i f  you e v e r  r e c a l l  s ee ing  anything l i k e  t h a t  around t h e  head­
q u a r t e r s  of t h e  Americal. 

A. No, I never remember see ing  t h i s  a t  a l l .  

Q. You ' l l  no te  i t ' s  d i r e c t e d  t o  t h e  ARVN s o l d i e r .  I n  
t h a t  r e s p e c t  i t ' s  somewhat d i f f e r e n t  from t h e  g e n e r a l  l i n e  
of VC propaganda. But t h i s  d o e s n ' t  r i n g  any b e l l  o r  recol ­
l e c t i o n  f o r  you? 

A. No, sir. 

9- A t  any t i m e  whi le  you w e r e  i n  t h e  headquar ters  of  
t h e  America1 Divis ion ,  d i d  you have any reason t o  suspec t  
t h a t  something unusual had gone on a t  Son My Vi l l age  o r  down 
i n  t h e  P i n k v i l l e  a r e a  i n  March 1968? 

A. No, sir. I j u s t  don' t remember anything unusual 
about t h i s  opera t ion  a t  a l l .  

Q. Well, do you- have a r e c o l l e c t i o n  of  t h i s  s p e c i f i c  
opera t ion  and hea r ing  a r e p o r t  on i t ?  

A. I undoubtedly heard  r e p o r t s  o r  probably read  re­
p o r t s  on Task Force Barker,  b u t  as f a r  a s  t h i s  i s  concerned 
I j u s t  d o n ' t  r e c a l l  it. I d o n ' t  know, I was p r e t t y  gung ho 
about our a c t i v i t i e s  over  t h e r e ,  and as  f a r  a s  t h i s  was con­
cerned I may have read  it and laughed about it. A s  f a r  as 
t h i s  previous correspondence, I d o n ' t  know, I probably l i k e d  
it. I c a n ' t  say I l i k e d  it, b u t  i t  d i d n ' t  t a k e  me back by any 
means o r  I th ink  I would have remembered it. So I j u s t  
d o n ' t  r e c a l l  anything unusual about t h e  whole th ing .  
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Q. In  connection wi th  c l ean ing  o u t  t h e  f i l e s  of  Gen- 
e r a l  KOSTER when the  l e f t ,  d i d  you h e l p  S p e c i a l i s t  HERRIS 
with t h e  c l ean  up? 

A. A s  I remember I ' m  t h e  one t h a t  c leaned them up. 
Well, a c t u a l l y ,  t h e  only f i l e s  they  cleaned o u t  o f  General 
KOSTER was personal  correspondence, w r i t i n g  t o  genera l  f r i e n d s  
o r  co lone l  f r i e n d s  of h i s  back i n  t h e  S t a t e s  and t h i n g s  l i k e  
t h i s .  O f f i c e r s  looking f o r  jobs over  t h e r e ,  a r t i l l e r y  jobs ,  
th ings  l i k e  t h i s .  That would be t h e  k ind  o f  t h i n g  we'd c l e a n  
out  and g ive  back t o  General KOSTER. Otherwise,  o t h e r  cor- 
respondence of an u n c l a s s i f i e d  n a t u r e  was k e p t  i n  t h e  s a f e  
f o r  use. These was mostly d i r e c t i v e s ,  t h i n g s  o f  t h i s  na tu re .  
We had a very smal l  f i l e  f o r  t h e  commanding genera l .  We j u s t  
d i d n ' t  need a l a r g e  one a t  a l l .  Anything of  o p e r a t i o n a l  i m ­
por tance was usua l ly  c l a s s i f i e d  i n  t h e  f i r s t  p l ace  and a copy 
r e t a i n e d  i n  t h e  a s s i s t a n t  ch ie f  of  s t a f f ' s  o f f i c e .  And the 
commanding g e n e r a l ' s  s e c r e t a r y  g e n e r a l l y  speaking would n o t  
type it u n l e s s ' i t  needed re typing .  So t h e r e f o r e  it would 
come o u t  of t h e  G3, poss ib ly  G5, 62 o f f i c e .  

Q. If  a r e p o r t  of i n v e s t i g a t i o n  such as  t h i s  Exh ib i t  
R-1 came i n  t o  headquar ters ,  where would you expect  it t o  be 
f i l e d ?  

A. I n  the a s s i s t a n t  ch ie f  of  s t a f f ' s  o f f i c e .  

Q. I n  t h e  s a f e ?  

A. In  t h e  s a f e .  It could be found dur ing  t h e  day- 
time on any one of  a number o f  p e o p l e ' s  desks.  But a t  t h e  end 
of  t h e  day it was our  job, t h e  s e c r e t a r y ' s  job,  t h a t  every- 
t h i n g  of a personal  use only ,  even, w a s  t aken  o u t  of  t h e  box 
i n t o  t h e  s a f e  t o  be locked up. 

Q. And you would d e l i v e r  such papers  t o  whom t o  be 
locked up? 

A. I would p u t  them i n  t h e  s a f e  myself .  W e  had our  
s p e c i f i c  f o l d e r  f o r  t h i s  t h i n g  i n  t h e  s a f e  and t h e  a s s i s t a n t  
ch ie f  of s t a f f  s a w  t o  it t h a t  t h e  s a f e  was locked.  Sometimes 
he w a s n ' t  a v a i l a b l e  and t h i s  duty could even be i n  t h e  hands 
of  NCOIC because those two men were mainly i n  charge of t h a t  
s a f e .  It  had t o  be witnessed by someone a t  c l o s i n g  time. 
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Q Do you have any r e c o l l e c t i o n  of any p a r t i c u l a r  
v i s i t s  by Colonel HENDERSON t o  d i v i s i o n  headquar ters?  

A. Nothing p a r t i c u l a r ,  no, s ir .  He usua l ly  came up 
be fo re  an o p e r a t i o n ,  b u t  most of t h e  t ime,  o r  even a l o t  of 
t h e  time he wouldn ' t  have t o  come up, because they always 
went down t o  s e e  him. The genera l s  d i d n ' t  want t o  waste  t h e  
opera t ions ;  The genera l s  j u s t  always went down t o  t h e  u n i t  
f o r  planning t h i h g s  l i k e  t h i s .  But most of  t h e  time when a 
b r igade  commanders and t h e  s t a f f  and t h e  genera l s  met once 
a month. But t h e r e  were o t h e r  no t  so  f requent  t imes when 
they  came up i n d i v i d u a l l y  f o r  one reason o r  another .  

Q Did you a s s i s t  c l ean ing  up Colonel PARSON'S papers
when he  l e f t  i n  December 19681 

A. No, because h i s  f i l e  I b e l i e v e  was i n  t h e  same 
s a f e  anyway. H i s  papers  were always handled by t h e  a s s i s ­
t a n t  ch ief  of s t a f f  and/or t h e  NCOIC.  And I d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  
I helped. 

Q. Do you remember when Major BEASLEY l e f t  a s  t h e  
a s s i s t a n t  ch ief  o f  s t a f f  around June 1968? He went o u t  t o  
a b a t t a l i o n  and then  he came back a couple of t imes and h e  
l e f t  some papers  behind t h a t  had t o  be ga thered  t o g e t h e r ,  
s o r t e d  through, and tu rned  over t o  him. 

A.  No. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  anything l i k e  t h a t .  

Q Do you have any r e c o l l e c t i o n  of any reo rgan iza t ion  
of  t h e  f i l e s  i n  t h e  course  of summer 1968? 

A. I d o n ' t  know i f  it would be i n  t h e  summer of 1968 
o r  f a l l ,  b u t  I know t h e  f i l e s  were completely revamped and 
p u t  i n t o  a d i f f e r e n t  o r d e r ,  j u s t  a c leaning  o u t  of some s o r t .  
I do r e c a l l  t h a t .  

Q. I t ' s  been suggested t o  us t h a t  they were i n  p r e t t y  
bad shape along about t h e  s p r i n g  of 1968 when Sergeant  RITCHIE 
w a s  t h e  man i n  charge.  

A. Well be fo re  Sergeant  R I T C H I E  was Sergeant--I fo r ­
go t  h i s  name, an ou t s t and ing  young man t h a t  l e f t  t o  become a 
recon. H e  was k i l l e d  a couple months l a t e r .  H i s  name s l i p s  
my mind. But he and B i l l  HERRIS were good f r i e n d s ,  i n  f a c t  
they  d i d  most of t h e  genera l  o f f i c e  work. We were reasonably 
s h o r t  handed. But t h e i r  f i l e s  weren ' t  anything outs tanding  
by any means, and Sergeant  RITCHIE as I remember wasn ' t  one 
t o  keep r e a l  good f i l e s .  I t  wasn ' t  u n t i l  Sergeant  STEPHENS 
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and s p e c i f i c a l l y  Sergeant  LOFTIS, was the man t h a t  d i d  most 
of  t h e  c leaning  of t h e  f i l e s ,  g e t t i n g  them s t r a i g h t e n e d  ou t .  
He worked very hard  on t h a t .  

a d  were you involved i n  some of  t h e  f i l e  destruc ­
t i o n  d e t a i l s  a t  t h a t  time? 

A. Dest ruc t ion ,  no. Sergeant  LOFTIS u s u a l l y  pr ided  
himself i n  making s u r e  it was done h imsel f .  Any work I d i d  
as  f a r  as  s e t t i n g  up t h e  f i l e s ,  I d i d  type  up nomenclature 
l a b e l s  on. t h e  f i l e  f o l d e r s ,  and I may have he lped  him s o r t  
o u t  papers and th ings  l i k e  t h i s .  And Sergeant  LOFTIS was 
p r e t t y  good, I t h i n k ,  about burning mat t e r  h imsel f .  

Q And s o  f a r  a s  reviewing mat t e r s  f o r  d e s t r u c t i o n  
before  they were burned, who would have done t h a t ?  

A. NCOIC would have reviewed it, b u t  I ' d  almost cer ­
t a i n l y  say i t  was reviewed then  by t h e  a s s i s t a n t  ch ie f  of 
s t a f f  a t  l e a s t .  

3. Who would heve k e n  :.lejor POIJELL a t  t h a t  time. 

A. Major POWELL. 

Q- W e l l  t h i s  is  the p i c t u r e  w e  g e t  from t a l k i n g  t o  
var ious people,  bu t  as  a former member of t h a t  o f f i c e  you 
should know t h a t  f o r  those  of us who have r e c e n t l y  been t o  
Chu Lai  t h e  absence of records from t h a t  pe r iod  of t ime is 
r e a l l y  q u i t e  shocking. W e  were even unable t o  l o c a t e  t h e  l o g  
of documents. Can you o f f e r  any exp lana t ion  of  t h a t ?  

A.  A l l  I can remember is when I l e f t  it was a p r e t t y  
b i g  l o g ,  and I d o n ' t  know who would have rep laced  Sergeant  
LOFTIS b u t  I c e r t a i n l y  wouldn ' t  want t o  guess  t h a t  it would 
be. I ' m  n o t  t r y i n g  t o  s t a n d  up f o r  him o r  anything l i k e  
t h a t  b u t  t h a t  r e a l l y  seems s t r a n g e .  

Q. W e l l ,  we g o t  t h e  impresssion t h a t  he was very sys ­
t emat ic  i n  what he  d id .  

A. Extremely sys temat ic .  H e  p r ided  himself  i n  doing 
a good job. 
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Q. But we had t h e  impression t h a t  t h e r e  was q u i t e  a 
b i t  t o  be cleaned o u t  and t h a t  t h e r e  may have been r a t h e r  sub­
s t a n t i a l  c l eans ing  of t h e  f i l e s  i n  t h i s  pe r iod ,  t h e  summer 
of 1968. 

A. No. He seemed t o  know t h i s  book he used,  t h e  func ­
t i o n a l  f i l e  systern, frontwards and backwards. And knowing 
th ings  such as  d e s t r u c t i o n  d a t e s  on d i f f e r e n t  grades  of  class­
i f i e d  papers and something t h a t ' s  c l a s s i f i e d  and shouldn 't 
have been des t royed,  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  he would des t roy  it. 

Q Let m e  a sk ,  do you know of any r a b b i t  h o l e s  around 
t h e  d i v i s i o n  headquar ters  where papers  may have been k e p t  
t h a t  they could be overlooked? 

A. h2 had a l a r g e  headquar ters  b u t  a small  o f f i c e .  
I mean j u s t  one s a f e .  Most papers  g e n e r a l l y  i n  headquar ters  
were on t h e  ch ie f  of  s t a f f ' s  desk ,  t h e  a s s i s t a n t  c h i e f  of  
s t a f f ' s  desk and t h e  N C O I C 1 s  desk where they  go i n  and o u t  of  
h i s  hands f o r  logging and f i l i n g .  But r a b b i t  h o l e s  d i d n ' t  
e x i s t .  

Q. Did you a t  any time s u b s t i t u t e  as s e c r e t a r y  f o r  
General KOSTER? 

A. Well, s u r e .  HILL and I both helped o u t  on those  
d u t i e s  when HERRIS went on R&R i n  Hawaii. 

Q- When would t h a t  have been? 

A. It wasn ' t  very f a r  from h i s  d ischarge .  

Q. Was t h i s  when General KOSTER went t o  Hawaii o r  when 
HERRIS went t o  Hawaii. Are you th ink ing  o f  General  KOSTER 
going t o  Hawaii o r  a r e  you th ing ing  of-­

A. ( In te rpos ing)  Well, t h i s  had t o  be when HERRIS w a s  
going t o  Hawaii because he and I both f i l l e d  i n  f o r  him. You 
know, whenever one wasn' t busy o r  something, t h e r e  wasn 't t h a t  
much work t o  be dons. 

Q- Qnera l  KOSTER w a s  w a y  on R&R himself  from l a t e  
i n  A p r i l  t o  e a r l y  May 1968. And he a c t u a l l y  sepa ra ted  from 
t h e  America1 Divis ion 2 June 1968. 
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A. I d o n ' t  know; I c o u l d n ' t  even guess  when HERRIS 
took R&R,  bu t  t h a t ' s  t h e  only t i m e ,  o u t s i d e  of working f o r  
General GETTYS as t h e  commanding g e n e r a l ,  HILL and I f i l l e d  
i n  f o r  HERRIS when he went on R&R. I ' m  n o t  even s u r e  i f  
General KOSTER was around then.  I don' t t h i n k  HERRIS was 
t h e r e  long a f t e r  General KOSTER l e f t .  

a .  W e l l ,  M r .  VAN ABLE, w e  a p p r e c i a t e  your coming and 
t a l k i n g  t o  us  today.  If from any of  t h e  ques t ions  we've ad- 
dressed t o  you o r  what we've shown you h i t s  a resgons ive  
chord a s  you t h i n k  about t h i s  and you can t h i n k  of  anything 
t h a t  occurred  t h a t  might have r e l a t i o n  t o  t h e s e  th ings  i n  
which w e  ' re  i n t e r e s t e d ,  we would a p p r e c i a t e  i f  you would 
g e t  i n  touch wi th  us.  I f  you have any documents from t h e  
t i m e ,  any r e c o r d s ,  o r  l e t t e r s ,  photographs,  t h a t  might r e f r e s h  
your r e c o l l e c t i o n  wi th  r e p s e c t  t o  what was going on--were you 
w r i t i n g  l e t t e r s  home t h a t  might r e f l e c t  n o t  n e c e s s a r i l y  t h e  
d e t a i l s  b u t  t h e  f a c t  of sometlling t h a t  was buzzing a t  t h e  t ime? 

A. Lwver. For one th ing  I always had a p o l i c y  why 
worry the f o l k s  when they  g o t  enough t o  worry about anyway. 
And I would j u s t  n o t  t a l k  about any t h i n g  o p e r a t i o n a l  i n  
any of my corresnondence. I d o n ' t  t e l l  war s t o r i e s  a s  t h e  
e x p r e s s i ~ ngoes and I wasn ' t  a h e r o  and I wasn ' t  going t o  p lay  
up t o  be one. When I wrote  home t o  my f o l k s ,  it was fo lksy  type 
correspondence. When I wrote  home t o  my g i r l f r i e n d s ,  it w a s n ' t  
about t h e  w a r ,  b e l i e v e  me. 

Q. W e l l ,  we a p p r e c i a t e  your  coming i n  and i f  you have 
any ques t ions  you want t o  ask us a t  t h i s  t ime o r  any s t a t e -  
ment you' d l i k e  t o  make f o r  t h e  r ecord ,  w e  would welcome 
t h a t .  

A No, sir. I have my own pe r sona l  convic t ions  which 
would be meaningless probably b u t  nothing r e a l l y  t o  h e l p  you 
i n  your f ind ings  . 
Q. W e l l ,  i f  your pe r sona l  convic t ions  a r e  based on 
observation- ­

A. (Knterposing) That they  a r e .  

Q. Even t o  express  those  i s  e n t i r e l y  appropr ia t e  and 
can be h e l p f u l  t o  us.  
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A. Well, i t ' s  j u s t  t h e  f a c t  a l l  the d i f f e r e n t  o f f i c e r s  
I have worked d i r e c t l y  f o r  and t h e  ones I worked w i t h ,  a l ­
though t h e  s e c r e t a r y  would be assigned t o  General YOUNG o r  
General  RYDER o r  General GALLOWAY o r  General KOSTER o r  what- 
e v e r ,  we a l l  k ind  of j u s t  p i t ched  i n  and helped each o t h e r  
a t  d i f f e f e n t  t imes .  This  wasn' t a s t r a i g h t  ou t  and o u t  o f f i c e  
job over  t h e r e  and s o  I g o t  t o  know, I f e l t ,  t h e s e  d i f f e r e n t  
o f f i c e r s  q u i t e  w e l l .  When I heard  of t h i s  a l l e g e d  i n c i d e n t  
I j u s t  knew i n  my h e a r t  then  t h a t  t h e  men I was working f o r  
would n o t  be r e spons ib le  f o r  something l i k e  t h a t  happening. 
I f  i t  d i d  happen I c a n ' t  s e e  them n o t  r e a l l y  looking i n t o  
it and g e t t i n g  t o  t h e  meat of t h e  ma t t e r .  I t 's  j u s t  beyond 
my comprehension, one of those  men. I have enough r e s p e c t  
f o r  them and I know enough about them t h a t  I j u s t  d o n ' t  t h i n k  
they would have anything t o  do wi th  something l i k e  t h i s  and 
j u s t  l e t  it go by if it d i d  happen. T h a t ' s  a l l  I have t o  say.  
C a l l  it a c h a r a c t e r  wi tness ing  o r  whatever. T h a t ' s  a l l  I have. 

MR MACCRATE: W e l l ,  thank you. I would l i k e  t o  r e q u e s t  t o  
you a t  t h i s  time n o t  t o  d i scuss  your testimony b e f o r e  us o r  
what we 've been d i s c u s s i n g  h e r e  today wi th  you. I n  t h e  case  
of m i l i t a r y  wi tnesses  they  a r e  d i r e c t e d  n o t  t o  d i s c u s s  it. 
In  t h e  case of c i v i l i a n s ,  w e  r e q u e s t  them t o  r e s p e c t  t h e  
c o n f i d e n t i a l i t y  of t h e  i n q u i r y  as  we ' r e  t r y i n g  t o  g e t  t h e  
f u l l  s t o r y .  We've examined over  300 wi tnesses ,  and w e  do 
have a g r e a t  d e a l  of informat ion  assembled which we  t r u s t  
can h e l p  put  t h i s  whole s t o r y  toge the r .  Any r e q u e s t  t h a t  
I make i n  t h a t  r e s p e c t  would n o t  apply were you t o  be c a l l e d  
b e f o r e  any j u d i c i a l ,  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e ,  o r  l e g i s l a t i v e  body 
which i s  a p o s s i b i l i t y ,  b u t  I d o n ' t  know i f  you have been 
s o  requested t o  appear.  We would n o t  of course expect  t h a t  
o u r  r eques t  t o  you would a f f e c t  what you would t e l l  them. 

We w i l l  r ecess  a t  t h i s  time. 

(The heaving recessed  a t  1630 hours ,  6 February 
1970.) 
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SUMMARY OF TESTIMONY 

WITNESS: WHITE, Donald T. 

DATE OF TESTIMONY : 27 January 19 70 

PLACE OF TESTIMONY: Pentagon 

WITNESS SUSPECTED OF: N/A 

COUNSEL: 'None 

DUTY ASSIGNMENT'ON 16 MARCH 1968: Aide t o  Brigadier  General 
YOUNG. 

1. DUTIES OF THE WITNESS. 

The wi tness  s t a t e d  t h a t  he was respons ib le  f o r  
assur ing t h a t  General YOUNG'S papers were secured f o r  t h e  
evening and l a i d  t h e  plans  f o r  t h e  day ' s  t r a v e l  each day 
(pgs. 3 ,  4 ) .  

. The witness  could r e c a l l  see ing  much smoke on an 
operat ion i n  t h e  P i n k v i l l e  area, b u t  he  could no t  a s c e r t a i n  
i f  t h i s  were on 16 o r  17 March 1968 (pgs. 5 ,  12,  1 5 ) .  H e  
s t a t e d  t h a t  YOUNG mentioned t h a t  an opera t ion  w a s  t ak ing  
place (pgs. 12, 1 7 ) .  H e  vaguely r e c a l l e d  a mention of a 
g r e a t  body count t o  weapon's count d i s p a r i t y ,  b u t  nothing 
p a r t i c u l a r  about it (pgs. 25, 28).  H e  a f f i rma t ive ly  s t a t e d  
t h a t  nothing occurred t o  make him suspec t  t h a t  an a t r o c i t y  
was committed by U.S. t roops  (pg. 29) .  

3.  KNOWLEDGE OF AN INVESTIGATION. 

The witness  r e c a l l e d  a meeting of YOUNG with Colonels 
  

H O L m ~ ~ y a n d  and
HENDERSON, Lieutenant Colonel BARKER, 

Major WATKE a t  LZ D o t t i e ,  b u t  d i d  no t  r e c a l l  them meeting 
i n  t h e  TOC o r  i n  BARKER'S van (pgs. 8-10). H e  was no t  p re sen t  
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during any discuss ion.  H e  had not seen,  nor was he other- 
wise famil iar  with HENDERSON'S report (pg. 2 8 )  . Although 
he could r e c a l l  meetings of  YOUNG with ARVN leaders and 
advisors,  he could remember none i n  particular ( ~ 9 .2 8 )  
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E X H I B I T S  

E X H I B I T  . 
NUMBER DESCRIPTJON NOTES 

-_ PAGES 
TF B a r k e r  log ,  1 4 - 1 8  M a r '  
6 8  U t i l i z e d .  8 

W l t  coula not re ­
!R- 1 HENDERSON'S R e p o r t  c a l l .  

Wall m a p  . u t i l i z e d .  

I Map 6739  1 ( s m a l l  s c a 1 e ~ ) U t i l i z e d .  
  
I I 
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(The hea r ing  reconvened a t  1120 hours ,  27 January 
1970.) 

10: Hearing come t o  o rde r .  

RCDR : The fol lowing persons a r e  present :  LTG PEERS, MR 
MACCRATE, and COL ARMSTRONG. 

S i r ,  t h e  next  wi tness  i s  M r .  Donald T .  WHITE. 

(MR WHITE, t h e  wi tness ,  was sworn and t e s t i f i e s  
as  fol lows:)  

M r .  WHITE, f o r  t h e  record ,  w i l l  you p lease  s t a t e  
your f u l l  name, occupat ion,  and res idence?  

A. Yes, s i r .  Donald Thomas WHJTE, Newport News V i r ­
g i n i a ,  and I am a school  t eacher .  

10: M r .  WHITE, have you had an oppor tuni ty  t o  read t h e  
i n s t r u c t i o n s ?  

A. Yes , sir.  

Q. Do you understand them o r  have any ques t ions  con­
cerning them? 

A. N O ,  s i r ,  no ques t ions .  

Q On my l e f t ,  M r .  WHITE, i s  M r .  MACCRATE, who i s  a 
c i v i l i a n  a t to rney .  He has volunteered  h i s  s e r v i c e s  t o  the  
Secre tary  of t h e  Army t o  a s s i s t  us i n  t h e  conduct of t h i s  
i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  He a l s o  provides l e g a l  counsel  t o  me and 
o t h e r  members of t h e  inqu i ry  team. On my r i g h t  i s  Colonel 
ARMSTRONG, who has been des ignated  by t h e  Of f i ce  of t h e  Chief 
of S t a f f  a s  an a s s i s t a n t  i n  t h e  conduct of t h i s  inves t iga ­
t i o n .  We have o t h e r  groups t h a t  a r e  t a k i n g  testimony from 
o t h e r  i n d i v i d u a l s .  I t  w i l l  be my r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  t o  put  to ­
ge the r  a r e p o r t ,  weigh t h e  evidence,  and determine the  f ind ­
ings  and recommendations. 

For your information,  we have been o rde r ing  t h a t  
t h e  m i l i t a r y  personnel  appearing be fo re  t h i s  inqu i ry  n o t  d i s ­
cuss t h e i r  testimony with o t h e r s ,  inc lud ing  o t h e r s  who may 
a l s o  provide testimony. I n  your i n s t a n c e ,  of course,  being 
a c i v i l i a n  we cannot s o  o r d e r  it. But we would reques t  t h a t  
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you n o t  d i s c u s s  your testimony wi th  o t h e r s  inc lud ing  indiv id ­
u a l s  who have appeared before  t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  I would 
add, though, except  as you may be requested and o r  r equ i red  
t o  do s o  be fo re  a competent admin i s t r a t ive ,  j u d i c i a l ,  o r  
l e g i s l a t i v e  body. 

With r e s p e c t  t o  t h e  l a t t e r ,  l e g i s l a t i v e ,  it is 
conceivable t h a t  you may be reques ted  o r  r equ i red  t o  appear 
before  a congress ional  committee. The one most l i k e l y  would 
be the i n v e s t i g a t i n g  subcommittee of the  House Armed Services  
Committee, i n  which event  your testimony and appearance h e r e  
would i n  no way prec lude  you from appearing and t e s t i f y i n g  
before  such a body. 

To my knowledge, you have no t  been c i t e d  by t h e  
m i l i t a r y  judge i n  t h e  genera l  cour t -mar t ia l  case  of t h e  
United s t a t e s  v .  Cal ley.  t h a t  c o r r e c t ?  

A. Y e s ,  s ir ,  t h a t  is  c o r r e c t .  

Q - I see  no reason why you should be c i t e d  pffhand,  
bu t  i n  t h e  event  you a r e ,  your testimony here  o r  your ap­
pearance he re  would i n  no way change the  e f f e c t  o r  appl ica ­
b i l i t y  of such an o r d e r ,  e i t h e r  by t h a t  m i l i t a r y  judge o r  
by the  m i l i t a r y  judge i n  any of  the  cour t -mar t i a l  cases  
which may develop o u t  of t h e  My Lai i n c i d e n t  of 1'6 March 

assignment was i n  1968 w i t h  t h e  America1 Divis ion i n  South 

1968. Do you have any ques t ions  a t  t h i s  time? 

A.  NO, sir.  

Q. M r .  WHITE, would you i n d i c a t e  what your duty 

Vietnam, inc luding  t h e  time of your assignment, any reass ign ­
ment you may have had, and a l s o  when you terminated your 
assignment? 

A. Yes, sir.  I became General YOUNG'S a i d e  on approx­
imately 1 November. It could have been 2 November--1 Novem­
be r  1967, and remained a s  h i s  a i d e  u n t i l  1 9  May 1968. A l l  
dur ing t h a t  t ime,  I was h i s  a i d e  and remained i n  t h a t  posi ­
t i o n  except  f o r  a b r i e f  per iod  of time when he l e f t  f o r  a 
30-day leave  which was t o  s t a r t  on approximately 5 February, 
and 1 March o r  so ,  he re turned .  

Q And had you had s e r v i c e  i n  South Vietnam before  
then o r  subsequent t o  then? 
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A, Yes, sir, I en te red  country in South Vietnam 
1 2  or  13  June 1967, I'm n o t  e x a c t l y  s u r e  with t h e  time 
changes and I was i n  t h e  3/18 A r t i l l e r y  which was a t t ached  
t o  t h e  Task Force Oregon a t  t h a t  t ime,  which l a t e r  became 
t h e  America1 Divis ion.  From June u n t i l  November,. I was ac t ­
ing i n  t h e  capac i ty  of f i r e  d i r e c t i o n  o f f i c e r  i n  C/3/18 Ar­
t i l l e r y .

*. 

.- Q *  And then you became-- 

A. ( In te rpos ing)  Then I became General YOUNG'S a ide .  
Yes ?\fir. 

Q - Now s i n c e  t h e  My Lai i n c i d e n t  became a matter of 
pub l i c  knowledge i n  September o r  October 1969, approximately 

q; 	 	4 o r  5 months ago, have you had any d i scuss ions  with anybody 
concerning t h e  My Lai i n c i d e n t ,  r e p o r t i n g  of  t h e  i n c i d e n t  o r  
t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  of t h e  i n c i d e n t .  Here, I ' m  r e f e r r i n g  t o  
i n d i v i d u a l s  who may have been connected wi th  the  i n c i d e n t  
i t s e l f  o r  connected with t h e  America1 Divis ion and t h e  r epor t -  
i n g  i n  t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  process? 

A. No one s i r ,  except  t h i s  morning with t h e  people t o  
appear here .  W e  j u s t  d iscussed  b r i e f l y  names and p laces  t o  
t r y  t o  recal .1  something t h a t  maybe we could h e l p  you wi th .  
Tha t ' s  a l l .  

Q- I know genera l ly  what an a i d e  does. A s  a matter 
of f a c t ,  I know s p e c i f i c a l l y  what an a i d e  does, b u t  a l l  a i d e s  
a r e  handled d i f f e r e n t ,  depending upon the  c h a r a c t e r  of t h e  
genera l  o f f i c e r  concerned and depending upon t h e  a i d e  him- 
s e l f .  So I would ask you t o  g ive  us a b r i e f  d e s c r i p t i o n  of 
your d u t i e s ,  inc lud ing ,  you might say ,  your handl ing of General 
YOUNG'S pe r sona l  a f f a i r s ,  h i s  papers ,  who handled t h e  r ad ios  
on t h e  h e l i c o p t e r ,  and t h i n g s  of t h i s  na tu re .  

A. That  was my duty.  I f e l t  t h e  major duty was hand­
l i n g  the  r a d i o s  and h e l i c o p t e r  t o  i n s u r e  t h a t  we g o t  from one 
p lace  t o  another  without  i n c i d e n t .  He would t e l l  me what he 
had planned f o r  t h e  day when we met i n  t h e  d i v i s i o n  headquar- 
ters i n  t h e  morning. Of course ,  I would make arrangements, 
f o r  the  h e l i c o p t e r  t o  be t h e r e  and s o  f o r t h  and any o t h e r  
jobs he had f o r  me t o  do. I would g e t  on t h e  te lephone o r  
what have you and make s u r e  a person was t h e r e  i f  he request-  
ed t o  s e e  them. 

APP T-250 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 
 

A s  f a r  as h i s  paper work is concerned, he used t o  
have an i n  and o u t  box on h i s  desk,  and I would p u t  it t h e r e  
i n  t h e  morning. It  w a s  locked up a t  n i g h t  i n  t h e  d i v i s i o n  
headquar ters ,  and I would g e t  it from t h e  a s s i s t a n t  c h i e f  of 
s t a f f ,  Major BEASLEY, and t ake  it and put  it on h i s  desk i n  
t h e  morning. Then a t  n ight t ime a f t e r  he  l e f t ,  w e  would be 
c l ean ing  up t h e  o f f i c e  o r  h i s  o r d e r l y  would be c l ean ing  up 
the o f f i c e .  I would t a k e  it and p u t  it back o u t  i n  t h e  lock-
box. I k e p t  a record  of where w e  went i n  a l i t t l e  green note­
book. However, I gave it t o  General  YOUNG when I l e f t ,  be­
cause a c t u a l l y  I k e p t  it mainly f o r  f l y i n g  t i m e  t o  g e t  t h e  
amount of t i m e  w e  s p e n t  i n  t h e  a i r  and where w e  w e r e  a cer­
t a i n  t i m e  every day. I had t h a t  a l l  i n  t h e  green book. The 
reason I l e f t  it, I wanted t o  b r i n g  it home, b u t  t h e n  it had a 
l o t  of the r a d i o  cal l  s i g n a l s  and information t h a t  I probably 
shou ldn ' t  b r i n g  home, s o  I l e f t  it wi th  General YOUNG-­
t h e  r a d i o  f requencies  f o r  a l l  t h e  d i f f e r e n t  u n i t s ,  s o  I l e f t  
t h a t  the re .  

Q. W e l l ,  you t h e n  a l s o  made arrangements f o r  General 
YOUNG t o  v i s i t  t hese  va r ious  p laces .  He'd t e l l  you g e n e r a l l y  
where he wanted t o  go, and you would g e t  i n  c o n t a c t  wi th  
them e i t h e r  by te lephone o r  r a d i o  and make arrangements, t e l l  
them when he was coming i n ,  a s  you say ,  make s u r e  he had peo­
p l e  t h e r e  he wanted t o  ta lk t o ?  

A. A l o t  of t i m e s  he d i d n ' t  want t o  be announced be fo re  
he came i n .  He l i k e d  t o  come i n  without  having a p repara t ion  
a t  t h e  base ,  s o  I j u s t  had t o  w a i t  and f i n d  o u t  what he 
wanted me t o  do. I f  he wanted me, say ,  t o  c a l l  ahead and 
arrange f o r  a v e h i c l e ,  then I would. Sometimes he used t o  
r a d i o  himself .  

Q During t h i s  pe r iod ,  M r .  WHITE, which w e  a r e  t a l k ­
i n g  about ,  t h e  per iod  about a month an a h a l f  a f t e r  Tet  and 
s o  on, the d i v i s i o n  was p r e t t y  we l l  spread o u t  on opera t ions  
down a t  Quang Ngai, and Quang Tin,  and some o t h e r  o u t f i t s  
way up nor th .  What a r e a  i n  p a r t i c u l a r  d i d  General YOUNG 
focus upon? 

A. When I f i r s t  became a ide ,  he handled t h e  suppor t  
end of it. Then when General RYDER l e f t ,  he handled the com­
b a t  p a r t  of it. Now we flew a l l  ove r ,  and it is hard  t o  t e l l  
exac t ly  what pe r iod  of time--I was an a ide  f o r  7 months o r  so-­
t o  i s o l a t e  March and t r y  t o  f i g u r e  ou t  where we were i n  March, 
b u t  I know we did f l y  down i n  t h a t  a r e a  q u i t e  a b i t .  I just 
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d o n ' t  know. I f  I had something t o  b r ing  t o  mind, d i f f e r e n t  
i n s t a n c e s ,  I might be au le  t o  r e c a l l .  

Q Well, t h i s  i s  what we might do i n  o rde r  t o  t r y  0 

x t o  r e f r e s h  your memory, t o  t ake  you va r ious  p laces  along 
with General YOUNG, t o  see  i f  you r e c a l l  them and any d i s ­
cuss ions  o r  a c t i o n s  which may have developed. You were 
 
f a m i l i a r  wi th  Task Force Barker? 
 

A.  Yes, s ir .  Of course ,  it i s  a l i t t l e  vague now, 
b u t  I remember it a t  t h a t  t ime,  yes ,  s ir .  I remember Lieuten ­
a n t  Colonel BARKER and approximately t h e  a r e a  they were 
opera t ing  i n .  

Q. Do you remember going i n t o  LZ Dot t i e  q u i t e  o f t en?  

A.  Dot t i e  i s  t h e  one r i g h t  near  Highway 1. It is  s o r t  
of f l a t ,  a s  I r e c a l l .  I t h i n k  t h e  4 /3  took it over  a f t e r  
Task Force Barker. 

Q To t h e  b e s t  of our knowledge, t h a t  is c o r r e c t .  It 
i s  about 15 k i lometers  nor th  of Quang Ngai Ci ty .  

A.  Yes, s ir .  We went t h e r e  q u i t e  o f t e n .  

Q Do you remember t h e i r  ope ra t ion  over  i n t o  t h e  a r e a  
c a l l e d  P i n k v i l l e ,  which took p lace ,  s t a r t i n g  about the  middle 
of March? You n o t i c e ,  t h i s  i s  a blow-up t h e r e  ( i n d i c a t i n g  
Exh ib i t  MAP-I), on t h e  map here  which you can s e e ,  east-north ­
e a s t  of Quang Ngai City.  

A.  I remember landing a t  Buddha Mountain, north of 
Quang Ngai Ci ty  across  t h e  r i v e r .  I t  would be i n  here  some­
where ( i n d i c a t i n g  on Exhibi t  MAP-5), and I know t h e r e  was 
an opera t ion  ou t  i n  t h e i r  a r e a .  I remember one time t h e r e  
was a b ig  opera t ion  along here ,  e s p e c i a l l y ,  because I remem­
b e r  t h e r e  was a l o t  of smoke f l y i n g  over  t h e  a rea .  A l o t  
of v i l l a g e s  were burned. I j u s t  saw a l o t  of smoke, bu t  
I d o n ' t  know what per iod  of time t h a t  was. 

Q Well, looking a t  t h i s  blow-up here  ( i n d i c a t i n g  on 
Exhibi t  MAP-1) , looking across  the  r i v e r  from Quang Ngai, 
nor th  ac ross  the  Song Tra Khuc River ,  about 3 ki lometers  t o  
t h e  nor th -nor theas t ,  you w i l l  see  t h e  mountain Nui Thien An. 
This ,  t o  the  b e s t  of what we have been a b l e  t o  pu t  t o g e t h e r ,  
is  what they r e f e r  t o  a s  Buddha Mountain. There i s  Buddhist 
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monastery on top  of it. Also t h e r e  is  a R F  o r  PF outpos t  
t h e r e ,  and people very o f t e n  use it as a command p o s t .  

A. We landed t h e r e  t w i c e  a s  I r e c a l l .  I 'm n o t  ex­
a c t l y  s u r e  what was t h e r e .  It s e e m s  t o  me t h e r e  w a s  a r t i l l e r y  
somewhere near  t h e r e ,  b u t  I j u s t  c a n ' t  remember. 

Q. Now coming back t o  t h e  middle of March, t h e  16 th ,  
t h e  day t h i s  opera t ion  was i n i t i a t e d  by C/1/20, C Company 
a s s a u l t i n g  i n  t h e  a r e a  which you see  t h e r e  marked on t h e  map 
(MAP-1) as My L a i  ( 4 )  , and Bravo Company a i r  a s s a u l t i n g  t o  
the  e a s t  from t h e r e ,  about 3 k i lometers  south of My L a i  (1) 
o r  P i n k v i l l e ,  and then  both of them converging a t  a n i g h t  
l a a g e r  a r e a  j u s t  t o  t h e  west of My Lai (1). That took p lace  
on the  16th .  This w a s  a Saturday, Do you remember Colonel 
HOLLADAY? 

A. What w a s  h i s  capac i ty ,  s i r ?  

Q. H e  was t h e  a v i a t i o n  o f f i c e r .  

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q. H e  a l s o  commanded t h e  123d Aviat ion Ba t t a l ion .  Did 
you a l s o  know Major WATKE? 

A. I c a n ' t  remember him, sir. 

Q. Major WATKE commanded t h e  aero-scout company of the 
123d Aviat ion B a t t a l i o n  a t  t h a t  time. 

A. I f  I saw a p i c t u r e  of him, s i r ,  I b e t  I could re­
cognize him, because they had an aero-scout company, because 
it was d i f f e r e n t  from t h e  r e s t ,  and it was j u s t  s o r t  of a make-' 
s h i f t  command pos t .  I remember w e  landed a t  t h e  r e g u l a r  p lace  
a t  Task Force Barker. We took a veh ic le  and went around t o  
where t h e  aero-scout company was, and they had t h e  command 
p o s t  j u s t  i n  a van. It was a van a t  f i r s t ,  and I d o n ' t  know 
what it went t o  a f t e r  t h a t .  

Q That was down on t h e  LZ? a 

A. Right. J u s t  on t h e  o t h e r  s i d e  of t h e  LZ. Of 
course,  it wasn ' t  a very b ig  LZ. Anyhow, I th ink  I would 
remember h i s  p i c t u r e  i f  I saw it, 
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0. W e l l ,  do  you remember on Sunday morning, e a r l y  
i n  t h e  morning, t h a t  Colane l  HOLLADAY and Major WATKE, who 
w e  w i l l  t r y  t o  show you a p i c t u r e  of  i n  a l i t t l e  wh i l e ,  
came t o  s e e  General  YOUNG e a r l y  on t h e  morning o f  t h e  17 th?  

A. I remember Colonel  HOLLADAY came q u i t e  o f t e n .  1'11 
have t o  see a p i c t u r e  o f  him. 

Q- Who would make arrangements f o r  somebody t o  see-­

A. ( ~ n t e r p o s i n g )  They would c a l l  me, 

C a l l  you o r  t h e  c h i e f  o f  s t a f f ?  

A .  General  YOUNG d i d  a l o t  of  c a l l i n g  h i m s e l f .  For  
example, a c a l l  i n  t h e  immediate a r e a ,  i n  t h e  Chu La i  a r e a ,  
he may j u s t  s a y ,  "Get me t h e  TOC. " Colonel  HOLLADAY was 
over  t o  t h e  TOC most of  t h e  t ime a s  I r e c a l l - - could  be 
reached a t  t h e  TOC. 

Q- Suppose t h e  s i t u a t i o n  were r e v e r s e d ,  where t h e  
i n i t i a t i v e  w a s  on t h e  p a r t  of Colonel  HOLLADAY want ing t o  
come i n  and see General  YOUNG? 

A. Then they  would probably c a l l  through m e  t o  see 
i f  he w a s  a v a i l a b l e .  

( A p i c t u r e  of  Major WATKE was g iven  t o  t h e  w i t ­
ness  t o  i d e n t i f y .  The photograph w a s  n o t  r e c e i v e d  i n  ev i -  
dence. ) 

Y e s ,  s i r ,  he wore a funny h a t .  A l l  t h e  aero-scouts  
wore t h a t  o r  a t  l e a s t  he had one.  I t  was a s h o t  h a t ,  l i k e  a 
bush h a t  i n  a way. Yes, I remember him. 

Q. That  w a s  an o l d  h a t  t h a t  k icked  up on t h e  s i d e ?  

A. Y e s ,  sir.  

Q- Now, do  you remember them coming i n ?  

A. I c a n ' t  say  s p e c i f i c a l l y  what d a t e  it is .  I can 
remember Major WATKE coming t o  t h e  d i v i s i o n  h e a d q u a r t e r s ,  and 
I can remember Colonel  HOLLADAY. To be t r u t h f u l  w i t h  you, I 
c a n ' t  remember them coming down, b u t  I ' m  p r e t t y  s u r e  they  
probably d i d .  But t h a t  probably d o e s n ' t  h e l p  you,  I 'm s u r e .  
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I know t h a t  General YOUNG was i n t e r e s t e d  i n  his o u t f i t ,  and 
w e  v i s i t e d  him l i k e  I t o l d  you. 

Q - Now t h i s  w a s  on t h e  17th.  Do you have any i d e a  
what they were t a l k i n g  about? Did he eve r  comment t o  you 
o r  d i d  any of  them ever  say  t o  you what he wanted t o  t a l k  t o  
him about t h a t  you can r e c a l l ?  

A. No, sir.  I remember t h a t  Colonel HOLLADAY would 
c a l l ,  o r  has  c a l l e d ,  and it seemed urgent  somnetimes: "I' d  
l i k e  t o  see General YOUNG." There were a l o t  of p e r s o n a l i t i e s  
involved, b u t  t o  m e ,  I remember h i s  p e r s o n a l i t y .  H e  w a s  k ind  
of hard  t o  g e t  t o  know. H e  was s o r t  of a co ld  person,  and 
I mean l i k e  he would say ,  "Lieutenant  WHITE, I would l i k e  
t o  s e e  General YOUNG." I ' d  say,  "Yes, sir,  I ' l l  see i f  he is 
ava i l ab le .  " I t ' s  hard  t o  desc r ibe  t o  you. I know t h a t  by 
t h a t  tone of h i s  voice ,  it may j u s t  sound l i k e  it was urgent  
most of t h e  time. I d o n ' t  know i f  you can understand what I ' m  
t r y i n g  t o  say.  

Q • Y e s ,  I th ink  I do. Rather than  by words, it w a s  
by in tona t ion .  

A. I t  may be everytime he wanted t o  see General YOUNG 
it may be urgent .  I guess it was. They a l l  had a p r e t t y  b i g  
job. 

This was on Sunday, which was t h e  18th  t o  t h e  b e s t  Q e  
  


t h a t  we have been a b l e  t o  r e c o n s t r u c t  t h i n g s .  I t ' s  p r e t t y  
we l l  down i n  t h e  l o g  of Task Force Barker. Get m e  t h e  l o g  
of Task Force Barker f o r  t h e  18th .  

(The recorde r  handed Exh ib i t  M-16 t o  t h e  10.) 

General YOUNG flew t o  LZ Dott ie .  I have he re  t h e  
l o g  of Task Force Barker f o r  t h e  L8th, which i s  i n  t h e  record  
as  Exhib i t  M - 1 6 .  I w i l l  show you t h i s  document and ask you 
t o  look a t  i t em number 10 and a l s o  i tem number 12. 

(The wi tness  reviewed t h e  document.) 

I th ink  it says 9 :10 and a p a r t  of it 9:30 now. 
If you n o t i c e  number 9 ,  i tem number 9 ,  you a l s o  n o t i c e  Colonel 
HENDERSON had a r r i v e d .  Now, do you remember going down wi th  
General YOUNG on t h i s  occasion,  and General YOUNG met wi th  
Colonel HENDERSON, with Colonel BARKER, with Colonel HOLLADAY , 
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and Major WATKE. Do you remember t h a t  s i t u a t i o n ?  

A. I t  seems t o  me I do, s i r .  We landed t h e r e  a 
couple of t imes ,  b u t  very r a r e l y  d i d  we land t h e r e  with 
Colonel HENDERSON t h e r e .  But I remember he d i d  meet us a t  
t h a t  LZ a couple of t imes.  When was Colonel HENDERSON wound­
ed? This was s h o r t  a f t e r  t h a t  he wore a c a s t ?  

Q- Somewhat a f t e r  t h i s .  

MR 	 MACCRATE: Five days. 

A. Oh, I see .  

10: H e  was n o t  i n  a c a s t  a t  t h i s  t ime. 

A.  Not i n  a c a s t  a t  t h i s  time. Vaguely, b u t  I can 
'remember Colonel HOLLADAY being t h e r e .  That was r a r e  when I 

met Colonel HOLLADAY a t  a f i r e  base.  Sometimes we took 
Colonel HOLLADAY around with us.  

Q . But I understand Colonel HOLLADAY flew t h e  a i r ­
c r a f t .  That w a s n ' t  t h e  case t h i s  day. 

A. I d o n ' t  t h ink  he eve r  flew it w i t h  me. I d o n ' t  
remember. He may have. 

Q *  I t  i s  a ques t ion  of t h e s e  f i v e  i n d i v i d u a l s  get ­
t i n g  t o g e t h e r  i n  Colonel BARKER'S van genera l ly  along s i d e  
t h e  TOC. Do you remember t h a t  now? 

A.  I remember meeting them on t h e  pa th ,  b u t  I c a n ' t  
remember a l l  of them going i n t o  one p lace  i n  t h e  TOC. I 
d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  t h e y  had a p lace  t o  meet i n  t h e  TOC. 

Q- Not i n  t h e  TOC,  i n  Colonel BARKER'S q u a r t e r s  o r  
h i s  van, which a c t u a l l y  was a van, b u t  it was dug i n .  I t  
had sandbags a l l  over .  So f o r  a l l  p r a c t i c a l  purposes,  it 
would look j u s t  l i k e  t h e  dug-in van. 

. 	 A - I ' m  so r ry .  I c a n ' t  remember t h a t .  Where was it 
loca ted  i n  r e l a t i o n  t o  t h e  TOC? 

Q 	 Oh, about 20 o r  30 f e e t  from it. 

A. Which d i r e c t i o n  as  you face  t h e  TOC? To go i n t o  
the TOC, you went down i n  and i n t o  t h e  TOC-­
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Q -
r i g h t .  

( In te rpos ing)  I would understand t h i s  ijs. t o  t h e  

A. A s  you look a t  t h e  TOC, it was t o  t h e  r i g h t .  

Q- Y e s .  

A. 
f o r  s u r e ,  

~t seems t o  m e  
sir. 

i t  happened, b u t  again I c a n ' t  say  

Q - Well, it is  n o t  s o  much t h a t  it happened. We're 
p r e t t y  w e l l  aware of  t h a t ,  b u t  what I ' m  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  i s  
whether o r  n o t  t h e r e  was any f a l l o u t  of t h i s  t h a t  you can 
r e c a l l  whether you t a l k e d  t o  anybody o r  go t  any b l e e d  o f f  
of what was discussed.  Did you see any of t h e  a v i a t o r s ,  t h e  
p i l o t s  from t h e  123, o r  any of t h e  o t h e r  h e l i c o p t e r  u n i t s  
around t h e r e ?  

A. No, sir. 

Q - When you were t h e r e  t h a t  day and t h i s  was going on, 
you probably landed a t  t h e  pad t h a t  was on t h e  h i l l ,  r a t h e r  
than the  pad down a t ,  w e l l - ­

A. ( In te rpos ing)  Where t h e  ae ro  scou t  company was? 
W e  a l s o  landed a t  t h e  pad c l o s e s t  t o  t h e  TOC o r  on t h e  h i l l .  

Q- Do you remember by chance whether you g o t  down 
below t o  t h e  CP down t h e r e  a t  a l l  o r  not?  

A. To t h e  aero-scout CP? 

Q - Yes. 

A. I f  we landed t h e r e  and l e f t  a t  t h a t  t ime, I d o n ' t  
b e l i e v e  we would have time t o  do t h a t .  I d o n ' t  know. We may 
have. I wish I had my green book. I should have brought it 
home. 

Q - Your green book probably wouldn't  t e l l  you any more 
than I ' m  t e l l i n g  you r i g h t  now. 

A. I ' m  s u r e  it wouldn ' t .  J u s t  t e l l  me when I l e f t ,  
because i t  wouldn ' t  say anything about it. 

Q I f  you remember, you were i n  LZ D o t t i e  a l s o  t h e  
af ternoon of t h e  17th .  So you ' r e  coming back t o  Dot t i e  f a i r l y  
f a s t ?  
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A. Y e s ,  sir. Do you have a l o g  o f  t h a t ,  what t ime 
t h a t  w a s  w e  a r r i v e d  a t  U o t t i e  on t h e  1 7 t h ?  

Q- Yes, I t h i n k  L can find it, 

A.  See,  D o t t i e  was j u s t  below Chu L a i .  The only  
t h i n g  r e a l l y  between D o t t i e  and Chu L a i  was a l i t t l e  v i l l a g e  
Binh Son o r  something l i k e  t h a t .  We had a major t h e r e  we used 
t o  drop i n  and see .  Anytime we went sou th  coming back,  D o t t i e  
would be convenien t  t o  s t o p  by b e f o r e  we went i n t o  Chu La i  
a t  t h e  end of  t h e  day. 

Q. You were t h e r e  a t  2:30, a r r i v e d  a t  t h e  l o c a t i o n ,  
depa r t ed  a t  1445. Youl were only  t h e r e  f o r  15 minutes .  

A .  The only t i m e  w e  s t a y e d  any l e n g t h  of  t i m e  t h e r e  
w a s  one t ime when we went over  t o  v i s i t  t h e  aero-scout  com­
pany d u r i n g  t h i s  p e r i o d .  Another t i m e  l a t e r  on when t h e  
4/3 of t h e  1 1 t h  was t h e r e ,  I t h i n k  w e  s topped i n  I t h i n k  
they  had a b i g  weapons cache t h e r e .  One t i m e  we s topped and 
looked a t  t h a t .  The on ly  t ime w e  e v e r  s t a y e d  any l e n g t h  of  
t ime t h e r e  was t o  go and v i s i t  t h a t  ae ro-scout  CP. I t h i n k  
we  were w a i t i n g  f o r  Major WATKE t o  come i n  as I r e c a l l  t h a t  
t ime.  But I d o n ' t  know when t h a t  was. 

Q I want you t o  t h i n k  back on t h a t .  I want you t o  
see i f  you can r e c o l l e c t  i n  your mind whether it w a s  b e f o r e  
o r  a f t e r  t h i s .  F o r g e t t i n g  about  t h a t  f o r  a minute ,  w e  were 
t a l k i n g  about  Colonel  HOLLADAY and Major WATKE coming i n  t o  
s e e  General  YOUNG i n  t h e  morning. That  a f t e r n o o n ,  q u i t e  
obvious ly  a f t e r  lunch ,  you took o f f  and went t o  LZ D o t t i e ,  
and t h e  fo l lowing  morning you w e r e  back aga in  t o  LZ D o t t i e .  
Now does t h i s  t e n d  t o  r e f r e s h  your r e c o l l e c t i o n ?  

A .  I t ' s  hard .  I t ' s  a shame t h i s  d i d n ' t  come up r i g h t  
a f t e r  I g o t  o u t  of Vietnam, because I know I could remember a 
l o t  of it. Because j u s t  t a l k i n g  t o  t h e  people  o u t s i d e ,  t h e  
guys t h a t  were t h e r e  wi th  me, you f o r g e t  names u n t i l  t hey  
s tar t  b r i n g i n g  them back,  t h e n  you remember a l l  k inds  of  
t h i n g s .  

I can remember Colonel  HOLLADAY and Major WATKE 
I b e l i e v e  coming i n  t h e  d i v i s i o n  headqua r t e r s .  But as  f a r  
a s  going t h e r e  t h a t  a f t e rnoon  and then  going back aga in  t h e  
nex t  morning, I can remember going t h e r e ,  maybe t h e  two 
d i f f e r e n t  t i m e s ,  b u t  I d i d n ' t  p u t  them t o g e t h e r  a s  meaning 
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something r e a l l y  important  l i k e  a b i g  contac t .  But r do 
remember f l y i n g  over  t h e  a rea .  I d o n ' t  know i f  this w a s  
t h e  t i m e ,  b u t  I remember f l y i n g  over t h e  a r e a  along this 
p a r t  ( i n d i c a t i n g  on Exh ib i t  MAP-1). There was a l o t  of 
smoke. That may have been t h e  t i m e  t h a t  we went t o  Buddha 
Mountain. 

MR MACCRATE: M r .  W H I T E  poin ted  t o  t h e  immediate P i n k v i l l e  
a r e a  of t h e  map. # 

A. I n  h e r e  I d o n ' t  remember anything i n  he re .  

10: Do you remember anything burning t o  the south  of 
P i n k v i l l e ?  

A. Down he re?  

Q Yes, down toward what you see t h e r e  as Co Lay (1),
Co Lay ( 2 1 ,  and Co Lay ( 3 ) .  

A ,  Down here?  

Q e  And then  f u r t h e r  i n l a n d  about 2 c l i c k s  t o  the w e s t  
My Khe ( 3 ) ,  My Khe (2)? 

A.  S i r ,  I j u s t  know t h e r e  was a l o t  of smoke and I was 
always looking t o  s e e  i f  I could s p o t  t roops on t h e  ground, 
b u t  I j u s t  d o n ' t  remember e x a c t l y  where a l l ,  t h e  smoke was, 
b u t  I can t e l l  you it was i n  here  for sure . \  

h he wi tness  poin ted  t o  t h e  immediate P i n k v i l l e  
a rea .  ) 

Q *  Do you remember General YOUNG asking any ques t ions  
about what a l l  t h i s  smoke w a s  about? 

A. He was j u s t  saying  t h a t  t h e r e  was an opera t ion .  
I ' m  s u r e  t h i s  must have been t h e  time we went t o  Buddha ~ o u n t a i n  
because we c i r c l e d  t h e  a r e a  a l o t ,  and we went t o  t h e  mountain, 
and we flew back up t o  the c o a s t ,  W e  may have even dropped 
over  t o  t h e  province headquar ters .  We may have. I ' m  n o t  
su re .  We may have a t  t h a t  t ime,  because I ' m  s u r e  the  ARVN's 
were i n  on it, too. I b e l i e v e  they w e r e .  

9- Not on t h i s  opera t ion .  
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A. Not on t h i s  opera t ion .  When I went t o  Buddha 
~ o u n t a i n ,it seems t o  me t h e r e  were ARVN's  up t h e r e ,  too.  
They had a d i f f e r e n t  CP. Maybe t h a t  was a d i f f e r e n t  pe r iod  
of t i m e .  

Q- There were s e v e r a l  ope ra t ions .  There was one 
opera t ion  i n  e a r l y  February and t h e  o t h e r  one was i n  l a t e  
February i n  which some ARVN d i d  p a r t i c i p a t e .  This opera t ion  
was with t h e  except ion of a few ARVN t h a t  were opera t ing  with 
them a s o l e ,  u n i l a t e r a l  U.  S .  ope ra t ion  i n  the  a r e a  which d i d  
have i t s  headquar ters  a t  Buddha Mountain. 

A .  Wasn't t h i s  a  refugee v i l l a g e ?  Let me look up 
here .  (Looking a t  MAP-1) No, I ' m  wrong. 

Q. I th ink  you ' re  looking a t . . . .  

A .  There was a  refugee v i l l a g e  t h a t  was h e l d  by 
t h e  ROK, t h e  Koreans. Now t h i s  may have been a d i f f e r e n t  
time. I ' m  j u s t  t r y i n g  t o  f a m i l i a r i z e  myself wi th  t h e  a r e a  
again.  But I know we landed t h e r e ,  and I d o n ' t  know whether 
it was he re?  Do you know what I ' m  t a l k i n g  about? They moved 
t h e  whole refugee v i l l a g e  up the  coas t .  

Q* I t  was a  refugee v i l l a g e  a t  t h a t  t ime,  down i n  
nor theas t  of-­

A. ( In te rpos ing)  Right he re .  

Q- Yes? 

A. W e  moved them up t h e  coas t  t o  one of these ,  t h i s  
one or- ­

Q . ( In te rpos ing)  I th ink  you've g o t  t h e  r i g h t '  penin ­
s u l a  r i g h t  t h e r e ,  no r theas t  of Binh Son. 

A. Right he re .  And t h e r e  was a l ready a b i g  coas t  
v i l l a g e  r i g h t  h e r e ,  b u t  they moved them i n  behind, and we 
v i s i t e d  t h e r e  a couple of t imes.  

Q ( In te rpos ing)  What was t h e  name of t h a t  v i l l a g e  up 
nor th?  

A. This  one? 

Q m  Yes. 
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A. Phouc Thuan. This is  go t  t o  be it h e r e  ( indica ­
t i n g )  . 
Q. W e l l ,  we've had t h i s  descr ibed  t o  us by t h e  ad­
v i s o r s  from province who worked ou t  t h e r e  with those  people. 

A. But General YOUNG was d i r e c t l y  involved with t h a t ,  
I b e l i e v e ,  because I know we were probably t h e  only one of 
t h e  s t a f f  of t h e  t h r e e  g e n e r a l s ,  Colonel GALLOWAY--he w a s  a 
colonel  then--I know t h a t  he was t h e r e .  W e  landed, and he 
was very concerned wi th  t h e  opera t ion .  

Q. When d i d  t h i s  a l l  t ake  .place? 

A. I ' m  n o t  s u r e  i n  r e l a t i o n  t o  the  March th ing .  I 
d o n ' t  know whether it was b e f o r e  o r  a f te rwards ,  it seems t o  
me-­

Q * ( In te rpos ing)  Well, i f  General GALLOWAY was t h e r e ,  
he a r r i v e d  i n  March j u s t  a few days be fo re  t h i s ,  about t h e  
middle of March. 

A.  I can t e l l  you t h e r e  was an American t h a t  worked 
with t h e  v i l l a g e s  t h e r e .  This b i g ,  t a l l  guy, who wore a 
cowboy h a t ,  t h a t  we worked w i t h  t hese  people a l o t .  H e  even 
helped them load on t h e  b i g  Chinooks. W e  were t h e r e  on t h e  
ground, and t h e  Chinooks came i n .  He was with them t h e  
whole day, and he even moved with them up t o  t h e  v i l l a g e .  H e  
can maybe t e l l  you what time it was. I c a n ' t  remember h i s  
name. I saw him a l o t .  I guess he worked wi th  M r .  MAY o r  
something. 

Q- They moved ou t  of An Ky up t o  another  refugee 
camp, maybe 25  k i lometers  t o  t h e  nor th .  S o r t  of a model 
refugee camp. 

A.  Y e s ,  it w a s  very n ice .  

Q Well, t h e  main t h i n g  about it wasn ' t  s o  much the 
n i c e t y  of it, b u t  they had much improved s e c u r i t y .  

A. Y e s .  

Q- But you do remember this a rea  burning o u t  down 
i n  t h e  a r e a  t o  t h e  south ( i n d i c a t i n g ) ?  Do you remember 
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coming i n ,  f l y i n g  over a t  a l l  on t h e  1 7 t h ,  f o r  example, 
because both of these  two companies were down i n  t h i s  a r e a  
on the  1 7 t h ,  both B/4/3 and C/1/20? B/4/3 went r i g h t  down 
the  c o a s t a l  s t r i p  t o  Co Lay (1), ( 2 ) ,  and ( 3 ) .  C/1/2O 
leaving  a l a a g e r  a r e a  t o  t h e  west of My Lai (I), proceed ­
ed south through My Khe ( 3 ) ,  My Khe ( l ) ,and on down t o  
nor th  of t h e  r iverbank t h e r e  toward t h e  a r e a  of My Khe ( 2 ) .  
Do you remember any comments t h a t  General YOUNG had t o  
say? 

A. I know t h a t  a t  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  t ime t h e r e  was a 
l o t  of smoke and t h a t  t h e r e  had been a c o n t a c t  of some s o r t ,  
because he d i d  remark about it i n  t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  over t h e  
r ad io ,  about ,  "Lieutenant ,  look down here  now; look a t  t h i s .  " 
But, I d o n ' t  remember exac t ly .  You know. I t  was informa­
t i o n  t h a t  I wasn ' t  p r i v i l e g e d  enough t o  know about ,  I guess.  
I mean I knew a l o t  of t h i n g s  about a l o t  of t h e  c o n t a c t s ,  
bu t  I j u s t  don't--were t h e r e  any t r a c k s  i n  t h i s  opera t ion?  

Q. No, t h e r e  were t r a c k s  i n  t h e  previous opera t ion ,  
t h e  opera t ion  of 23 February. 

A. It j u s t  seems t h a t  I remember-­

Q. ( In te rpos ing)  In  t h a t  ope ra t ion  they d i d  
have t h e  ARVN involved. 

A. Maybe t h a t ' s  the  one I-­

Q. ( In te rpos ing)  And I t h i n k  t h e i r  headquarters  was 
on Buddha Mountain where they opera ted  from. 

A. Maybe I ' v e  g o t  a combination of the  two i n  my mind. 
It seems t o  me t h a t  ,I remember t r a c k s  i n  here a t  one time. 
That was back o u t s i d e  of t h i s  v i l l a g e ,  r i g h t  o u t  i n  this a r e a  
( i n d i c a t i n g ) .  

Q. Yes. They had t o  move i n  t r a c k s  t o ,  w e l l ,  one t o  
overrun t h e  p o s i t i o n ,  b u t ,  secondly,  t o  he lp  e x t r a c t  another  
u n i t  t h a t  w a s  pinned down. 

A. Where is  LZ Uptight? 

Q. Uptight  is  due nor th  from t h e r e  about 5 kilome­
t e r s .  
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(I0 f u r t h e r  o r i e n t s  wi tness  on Exh ib i t  MAP-1 .) 

A. Here's where t h e  he l ipad  w a s  ( i n d i c a t i n g  loca­
t i o n  a t  L Z  Dot t i e  on Exhibi t  MAP-l). Right a long i n  t h e r e ,  
I bel ieve .  And down i n  here ,  I be l i eve ,  w a s  t h e  aero-scout 
company. It w a s  c l o s e r  t o  t h e  highway. The CP w a s  ap­
proximately here.  W e  always landed the re .  

Q. Did you l and  t h a t  f a r  from-­

A. ( ~ n t e r p o s i n g )W e l l ,  t h e  reason t h a t  I say t h a t  is 
because-­

Q. ( In te rpos ing)  I understood t h a t  t h e r e  w a s  t h r e e  
p laces  that you could land  the re .  There w a s  one p l a c e  you 
could land  o u t  there a t  the end which w a s  genera l ly  used as 
a r e f u e l  p o i n t  f o r  t h e  aero-scout o u t f i t ,  where you w e r e  
po in t ing  to. 

A. Right he re?  

Q. Y e s .  Then t h e r e  w a s  a b i g  landing zone t o  t h e  
w e s t .  

A. Right here?  

Q Y e s .  And then t h e r e  was another  pad j u s t  s o r t  
of r i g h t  i n  t h e  saddle  between t h e  two h i l l s .  

A. Right i n  here?  

a - W e l l ,  j u s t  a l i t t l e  f u r t h e r  t o  the  l e f t ,  yes.  

A. W e l l ,  a s  a ma t t e r  of f a c t ,  a couple of t imes when 
we landed we d i d  r e f u e l  t h e r e ,  r i g h t  where we landed. Of 
course,  they remodeled t h e  pad once i n  a while .  I d o n ' t  
remember exac t ly .  I n i t i a l l y ,  though, d i d n ' t  they g e t  a hard 
top  somewhere over here?  An a s p h a l t  top? 

Q o  W e l l ,  i t ' s  s o r t  of peneprime with some s o r t  of 
black top  on it. 

A. About i n  t h i s  a rea?  

Q. That ' s  p r imar i ly  f o r  dus t  suppression.  Well, I am 
i n t e r e s t e d  i n  any comment t h a t  General YOUNG may have made 
concerning t h i s  burning down t h e r e  on t h e  17 th ,  t h e  af te rnoon 
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o f  t h e  1 7 t h  when you came i n .  Granted,  you came t o  D o t t i e ,  
b u t  I imagine you could have seen  what w a s  going on over  t h e r e ,  
p a r t i c u l a r l y  i f  you f lew down i n  t h e  a r e a ,  because we know 
a l l  of  ou r  i n t e r r o g a t i o n s  and s o  f o r t h ,  t h a t  f i v e  of  t h o s e  
v i l l a g e s  were burned down t h a t  day on t h e  17 th .  

A. Were they  burned b e f o r e  t h e n ,  l i k e  on t h a t  oper-  
a t i o n  b e f o r e ?  

Q. N o .  

A. Okay. Then I remember t h a t  bu rn ing  d i s t i n c t l y .  
But I c a n ' t  remember what General  YOUNG s a i d  excep t  t h a t  he 
c a l l e d  my a t t e n t i o n  t o  it. I remember t h a t .  I mean a l o t  
of t i m e s  w e  'd s e e  t h i n g s ,  and he would j u s t  observe  it him­
s e l f .  I t  j u s t  would depend what mood he w a s  i n .  Of cou r se ,  
sometimes h e ' d  l i k e  t o  show me t h i n g s ,  I guess .  I remember 
he d i d  p o i n t  t o  t h a t .  I d o n ' t  know i f  M r .  NEWELL, who was 
o u r  p i l o t  t h e  whole t i m e ,  would remember t h e s e  t h i n g s  as w e l l  
as I would, because he w a s n ' t  a s  w e l l  o r i e n t e d ,  you know, on 
t h e  map. Of cou r se ,  he  knew where each p l a c e  w a s ,  b u t  he  
d i d n ' t  know t h e  u n i t  and t h i n g s  l i k e  t h a t .  He was ou r  p i l o t  
f o r  t h e  whole t ime I was t h e r e ,  o u r  a i r c r a f t  commander. 

Q- You i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  you remembered t h e  t r a c k s  a t  
My L a i  ( 4 ) .  

A.  Vaguely . 
Q. A n d  it i s  q u i t e  t r u e  t h a t  t h e  t r a c k s  went i n  
t h e r e  on a n o t h e r  o p e r a t i o n ,  went i n  i n  February 1968 when 
ano the r  company of  Task Force Barker ,  i n  o r d e r  t o  be  e x t r a c t e d ,  
had t o  c a l l  f o r  t h e  t r a c k s  t o  come i n  and p ick  them up. Do 
you have any r e c o l l e c t i o n  o f  f l y i n g  over  t h e  a r e a  a t  t h a t  
t i m e  of  t h a t  o p e r a t i o n ?  

A. I t  seems t o  me t h e r e  w a s  something about  t h e  oper -  
a t i o n .  There  w a s  somebody i n  t h e r e  o r  one t i m e  where t hey  
were t r y i n g - - t h e r e  was something,  n o t  amusing, b u t  d i f f e r e n t  
about  an o p e r a t i o n  down i n  t h a t  a r e a  about  g e t t i n g  t h e  v i l -  
l a g e  c h i e f  o u t  or- ­

Q. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Well ,  now, t h i s  may be something 
t h a t  was l a t e r  t han  16 March. What I wanted t o  come t o  
w a s  t r y i n g  t o  s o r t  o u t  t h e s e  o p e r a t i o n s  i n  your  mind, and 
where you were on t h e  1 6 t h ,  and whether  you were a t  any t i m e  
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dur ing t h e  course of t h e  16th i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y .  m o ,  what 
w e r e  thought t o  be VC, were picked up by Colonel HENDERSON 
on t h e  morning of t h e  16th  and brought over t o  LZ Dot t ie .  
I t  was discovered t h a t  they  were RF/PF and n o t  VC a f t e r  they 
had been brought back t o  LZ Dot t ie .  Did t h a t  t i e  i n  with 
what you ' r e  th ink ing  about? 

A. I d o n ' t  t h i n k  so.  

Q- Also i n  connection with t h e  opera t ion  along t h e  
coas t ,  they picked up some o f f i c i a l s  and a VC nurse.  Does 
t h a t  b r i n g  back any r e c o l l e c t i o n s ?  

A. A VC nurse sounds f a m i l i a r  bu t  I j u s t  c a n ' t - - s i r ,  
I 'm so r ry .  

10: W e l l ,  a few days a f t e r  t h i s ,  it may have been a s  
much as  two weeks a f t e r  t h i s ,  do you remember General YOUNG 
going down i n t o  Quang Ngai City t o  t a l k  t o  Colonel TOAN? Do 
you know who Colonel TOAN i s ?  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  Is he  a genera l  now? 

Q H e ' s  now General TOAN. 

A. Yes, s ir .  

Q. Commander of  t h e  2d ARVN Division. 

A.  Yes, sir. 

Q- Do you rerrember going i n  t h e r e ?  

A. There was a ceremony i n  Quang Ngai City where 
the  Vietnamese honored t h e  Americans and I th ink  some Vietna ­
mese a l so .  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  i n  r e l a t i o n  t o  what time t h i s  was, 
usual ly  we landed a t  t h e  socce r  f i e l d .  Our bus iness  normally 
d e a l t  with t h e  province ch ie f  and M r .  MAY. 

Q- Y e s ,  

A. And very r a r e l y  d i d  we land a t  t h e  o t h e r  pad in ­
s i d e  of t h e  compound. 

Q- Yes, t h e  Tropo pad. 
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A. Right. Very r a r e l y  d i d  we do t h a t ,  b u t  once i n  
awhile we d id .  Now I 'm t r y i n g  t o  th ink .  I know we landed 
t h e r e ,  and we went t o  a ceremony. That was a t  Colonel TOAN's  
headquarters .  He, of course,  could have t a l k e d  t o  him a t  
t h a t  time. I d o n ' t  know. Is t h a t  ceremony i n  t h i s  t i m e  
frame? 

Q *  Well, it could w e l l  have been. That could have 
been a post-Tet type of ceremony t o  honor t h e  ARVN t h a t  had 
d i s t i n g u i s h e d  themselves dur ing  Tet  and a l s o  some of the- ­

A. ( In te rpos ing)  Americans? 

Q American u n i t s  came up around t h e  a r e a  subse ­
quent ly  t o  have a show of f o r c e ,  mostly armored cav type 
u n i t s .  Does t h a t  r i n g  a b e l l  with you? And a l s o  perhaps 
some of t h e  Americans connected with province.  

A. Who was t h e  American adv i so r  t o  Colonel TOAN a t  
t h a t  t ime? L e t ' s  s e e ,  before  it was t h e  colonel  who was t h e r e  
be fo re  I g o t  t h e r e  and s t ayed  u n t i l  h i s  replacement- ­

Q - A t  t h a t  time was Colonel ULSAKER. 

A. ULSAKER was t h e  f i r s t  one. 

Q - Y e s ,  and he was replaced  by Colonel HUTTER. 

A. HUTTER, yes.  I ' d  know ULSAKER, b u t  i f  I saw ' 

HUTTER's p i c t u r e ,  I ' d  know him, too .  ULSAKER was i n  command 
a t  t h a t  time? 

Q - U n t i l  1 Apr i l .  

A. I ' m  t r y i n g  t o  remember whether we went t o  h i s  
headquar ters  on 1 Apri l .  I know we went t o  s e e  t h i s  Colonel 
ULSAKER. And Colonel TOAN may have been t h e r e .  

Q - Well, you would genera l ly  c a l l  i n  t o  make t h e  
arrangements. But i f  you went t o  s e e  General TOAN, who would 
you make t h e  arrangements wi th?  

A. Sometimes i t ' s  r e a l l y  d i f f i c u l t  t o  say.  

Q - Your normal course of  events  i s  t o  c a l l  t h e  ad­
v i s o r ?  
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A.  The advisory group. Tha t ' s  normally who r would 
c a l l .  However, sometimes t h e i r  f requencies  changed, and it 
was hard  t o  g e t  t h e i r  change. I t  was e a s i e r  f o r  us t o  land  
a t  t h e  soccer  pad where the  soccer  f i e l d  was. 

Q - Y e s .  L e t ' s  s h i f t  over  from 2d ARVN Divis ion  
then. L e t ' s  go downtown. L e t '  s go down t o  t h e  Quang Ngai 
Province headquar ters .  Do you remember along about t h i s  t i m e  
having some meetings wi th  Colonel K H I E N  and M r .  MAY o r  Colo­
n e l  GUINN? 

A. GUINN? 

Q G U I N N ,  G-U-I-N-N, who w a s  t h e  deputy s e n i o r  pro­
v ince  adv i so r ,  and t h e  s e n i o r  m i l i t a r y  the re .  

A.  Do you have h i s  p i c t u r e ?  I mean i f  i t ' s  r e l e v a n t .  
W e  m e t  wi th t h e  province ch ie f  q u i t e  f r equen t ly  i n  Quang N g a i  
City.  

Q - Did you e v e r  a t t e n d  any of these  d i scuss ions?  

A. One time I went i n  t h e  o f f i c e  t h e r e  with Colonel 
K H I E N ,  t h e  province c h i e f .  I went i n  h i s  o f f i c e ,  and then  I 
know t h a t  he came o u t  and he flew with us i n  a h e l i c o p t e r ,  
and we went west.  There was an opera t ion  out  west .  That may 
have been near  Te t ,  you know, because he flew wi th  us ,  and 
he had h i s  bodyguard wi th  him. But t h a t  was the  one time t h a t  
I went i n  h i s  o f f i c e .  Now usua l ly  we would go t o  M r .  MAY'S 
o f f i c e ,  and we would t a l k  w i t h  M r .  MAY, and then  M r .  MAY 
would make an appointment f o r  General YOUNG t o  meet the  colo ­
n e l ,  the  province c h i e f .  

Q - Were you ever  aware, along i n  about t h i s  t ime,  
t h a t  t h e  GVN o r  t h e  ARVN were conducting an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  
of any kind? Did you ever  h e a r  of them i n v e s t i g a t i n g  some­
t h ing?  Did you e v e r  h e a r  of an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  be ing  made 
upon t h e  U.S. s i d e ?  

A. N o ,  s ir .  

Q General YOUNG never mentioned t h e  f a c t  t h a t  div ­
i s i o n  o r  somebody e l s e  was going ' t o  i n v e s t i g a t e  something 
t h a t  may have t r a n s p i r e d  down i n  t h i s  a r e a  which might have 
had t o  do wi th  burning some v i l l a g e s  o r  an excess ive  number 
of c i v i l i a n s  be ing  k i l l e d .  
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A .  That s t u f f ?  Of course ,  you would ask m e  a f t e r  I 
g o t  o u t  of Vietnam, b u t  I c a n ' t  remember t h a t  now. 

Q Extra  a r t i l l e r y  being used, o r  ex t rao rd ina ry  a­0 

mount of a r t i l l e r y ,  o r  a confronta t ion?  Did you ever  hear of  
a conf ron ta t ion  between some a v i a t o r s  and some ground t roops 
i n  which it g o t  p r e t t y  heated t o  t h e  p o i n t  where some machine-
guns may have been d i r e c t e d  toward some o t h e r  American fo rces?  

A. No, sir. The a i r c r a f t  commander may have because 
they probably t a l k  about it among themselves. John .NEWELL, 
he may remember t h a t .  He was t h e  a i r c r a f t  commander. 

Q Here 's  a  p i c t u r e  of Colonel HUTTER. 

(I0 handed witness  a photograph which was no t  
admitted i n t o  evidence.  ) 

A. Right ,  yes ,  sir .  

Q Do you r e c a l l  him? 

A. Yes, sir.  

Q e  (Handing witness  a second photograph) He's no t  
i n  uniform, b u t  h e r e ' s  the  o t h e r  o f f i c e r  we ' re  t a l k i n g  about.  , 

A.  Yes, sir. Oh, yes ,  sir.  Real we l l .  

MR MACCRATE: Looking a t  Colonel G U I N N .  

(The photograph of LTC G U I N N  was n o t  admitted in ­
t o  evidence.  ) 

A.  Yes, sir.  Yes, sir.  He was t h e r e .  Did somebody 
take  h i s  p l a c e  while I was t h e r e ,  because it seems t o  me he 
was t h e r e  r i g h t  a t  the  f i r s t  when I was i n  May, because I 
know we met him i n  Duc Pho. I remember him very we l l ,  and 
one time we had lunch. I ' m  s u r e  it wouldn ' t  be over  t h a t .  
We had lunch a t ,  I th ink  it was h i s  r e s idence ,  o r  maybe it 
was M r .  M A Y ' s .  I th ink  it was maybe M r .  M A Y ' s ,  bu t  he was 
t h e r e .  

I0: M r .  MAY l i v e d  i n  a house. 

A.  Yes. 
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Q. I n  town about ,  oh, roughly 3 blocks from t h e  
province headquarters .  

A. . Y e s ,  sir.  

Q D o e s  t h a t  so r t  of r i n g  a b e l l ?  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  W e  a l l  s a t  around, and then  w e  had 
lunch. General YOUNG w a s  t h e r e ;  and Colonel G U I N N ,  I 'm s u r e ;  
M r .  MAY; and I d o n ' t  t h i n k  Colonel ULSAKER. H e  may have been, 
b u t  I d o n ' t  know. 

MR MACCRATE: Can you recal l  anything t h a t  took p lace  a t  t h e  
meeting a t  M r .  MAY'S res idence?  W a s  Major GAVIN t h e r e ?  Major 
GAVIN w a s  the  d i s t r i c t  adv i so r  of the  Son Tinh D i s t r i c t .  

A.  Son Tinh. Which one is  t h a t ,  General? 

Q. Son Tinh i s  immediately across the  r i v e r  above 
Quang N g - a i  C i ty .  

A. Where abouts? Could you p o i n t  t o  t h a t ?  

Q* The headquar ters ,  d i r e c t l y  across  t h e  r i v e r  from 
Quang Ngai Ci ty .  

COL ARMSTRONG: ( I n d i c a t i n g  on Exhibi t  MAP-5) I t ' s  poin ted  
ou t  t h e r e ,  too. I t ' s  l a b e l l e d  here .  J u s t  4 k i lometers  nor th  
of Quang Ngai. 

A.  Major GAVIN. I ' d  have t o  see h i s  p i ,c ture .  Truth ­
f u l l y ,  I d o n ' t  t h ink  w e  eve r  landed the re .  

MR MACCRATE: Well, my ques t ion  was d i r e c t e d  t o  whether a t  
the  time of t h e  v i s i t  t o  Quang Ngai Ci ty  when M r .  MAY and 
Colonel G U I N N  were p r e s e n t ,  do you have any r e c o l l e c t i o n  of 
Major GAVIN be ing  p r e s e n t  a t  such a meeting? 

A. I ' d  have t o  see h i s  p i c t u r e ,  sir. 

Q - You i n d i c a t e d  you r e c a l l e d  see ing  Colonel G U I N N  
a t  Duc Pho. Do you have any r e c o l l e c t i o n  of who w a s  p r e s e n t  
a t  t h a t  time? 

A. W e l l ,  I t ' s  hard  t o  remember a l l  t h e s e  d i s t r i c t  
adv i so r s ,  you know, t o  p lace  them i n  mind. But, I remember 
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t h e  one t h a t  was a t  Duc Pho. I d o n ' t  remember h i s  name, b u t  
if I s a w  h i s  p i c t u r e  I would know him. Of course,  t h e  one 
a t  Binh Son, I knew him r e a l  we l l .  They go t  overrun one t ime. 
But t h e  one a t  Son Tinh, I ' m  no t  su re  about him because we 
never landed t h e r e .  

Q. No, bu t  I ' m  t a l k i n g  about- ­

A. ( In te rpos ing)  I know what you ' r e  t a l k i n g  about.  

Q. Your see ing  Colonel G U I N N  a t  Duc Pho. I was 
t r y i n g  t o  r e l a t e  t h a t  t o  t h e  circumstance when he was t h e r e  
and who e l s e  was t h e r e .  

A. I. b e l i e v e  t h i s  was much e a r l i e r ,  s i r ,  l i k e  b e f o r e  
Christmas o r  r i g h t  a f t e r  Christmas, because- ­

Q. (Handing photo t o  wi tness)  Here 's  a photo of 
Major GAVIN, now Lieutenant  Colonel GAVIN. 

A .  No, sir .  I d o n ' t  remember him. 

Q You d o n ' t  remember see ing  him? 

A. No, sir.  

(The photograph of LTC GAVIN was n o t  rece ived  i n  
evidence.  ) 

Q e  You r e f e r r e d  t o  having p i c t u r e s  of a ceremony
t h a t  you a t tended a t  Quang Ngai City.  

A. Yes, s i r .  
  

Q Do you have var ious  p i c t u r e s  from t h i s  per iod?  
  

A. I took p i c t u r e s  of t h e  ceremony i t s e l f ,  and I 
d o n ' t  know about ,  you know, any o t h e r  p i c t u r e s  a t  t h a t  same 
time. I t ' d  be hard t o  say.  

Q - Do you remember a v i s i t  from General DOLEMAN? 

A. DOLEMAN. Who was he? 

Q- A l i e u t e n a n t  genera l  t h a t  v i s i t e d  on o r  about 
this time i n  March 1968. 
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10: General  DOLEMAN a t  t h a t  t i m e  had r e t i r e d  from the  
Army. H e  had been t h e  c h i e f  of s t a f f  and deputy of USARPAC, 
and he was on a s p e c i a l  job which they had c a l l e d  him t o  ac­
t i v e  duty  f o r ,  t o  make a s p e c i a l  s tudy  on long l i n e s  of  com­
munication.  STRATCOM. And he  v i s i t e d  t h e  A m e r i c a 1  Div is ion  
r i g h t  about  t h i s  t i m e .  

A. Right about  t h i s  t i m e .  W e  had s o  many of them 
v i s i t .  That one d o e s n ' t  r i n g  a b e l l ,  t h e  name d o e s n ' t .  

Q Did you make a p r a c t i c e  of t a k i n g  photos of 
v i s i t i n g  d i g n i t a r i e s ?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r ,  I have a couple  of General  WESTMORELAND 
and some t h a t  came wi th  h i s  p a r t y ,  b u t  l i k e  w e  had a Congres­
s i o n a l  p a r t y  t h a t  came, and w e  showed them around one t i m e .  
I don 't know what p e r i o d  t h i s  was. , There w e r e  about f i v e  o r  
s i x ,  I b e l i e v e ,  Sena to r s .  I ' m  n o t  s u r e ,  maybe they w e r e  Con­
gressmen, House of Representa t ives .  I j u s t  d o n ' t  know. I t  
must have been. 

Q- Did you t a k e  p i c t u r e s  o u t  on ope ra t ions?  

A. Once i n  a whi le .  Y e s ,  sir. 

Q Do you have t h e s e  p i c t u r e s ?  

A.  I have them a t  home. I can look through them 
and s e e  i f  any of them w i l l  r i n g  a b e l l .  I tooR some wi th  
General  YOUNG'S camera, too.  He used t o  ask m e  t o  t ake  some 
p i c t u r e s  f o r  him. Of course ,  I never saw them. H e  always 
s e n t  them home h imse l f .  

10: Did you e v e r  t a k e  any p i c t u r e s  o u t  t h e r e  t h a t  
day when you were f l y i n g  around t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

A. I d o n ' t  t h i n k  s o ,  s i r .  

a- Did you e v e r  t a k e  your e n l i s t e d  a i d e  w i t h  you? 

A. No, s i r .  H e  f lew wi th  us one t i m e ,  b u t  he wouldn ' t  
remember anyth ing ,  I 'm  s u r e .  No, s i r ,  he maybe went wi th  us 
once o r  twice.  General  YOUNG j u s t  would t a k e  him maybe t o  
t a k e  p i c t u r e s  wi th  h i s  camera and t o  f l y  around. H e  almost 
walked i n t o  t h e  t a i l  r o t o r  one t i m e .  That s c a r e d  General  
YOUNG s o  bad t h a t  he d i d n ' t  t ake  him anymore. 
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COL ARMSTRONG: Y o u 8 r e . a n  a r t i l l e r y m a n .  Do you remember an 
i n c i d e n t  where a r t i l l e r y  was c r e d i t e d  w i t h  69 c a s u a l t i e s  on 
a p r e p a r a t i o n ,  an LZ p r e p a r a t i o n ?  Does t h a t  r i n g  a b e l l  w i t h  
you? 
 


A. I n  a way it does because General  YOUNG would com­
ment about  t h a t .  I mean I d o n ' t  remember him commenting t o  me 
d i r e c t l y ,  b u t  something l i k e  t h a t  he would comment. To me  it 
seems t h a t  t h a t  i s  f a m i l i a r .  

Q - Would h e  e v e r  comment about  something l i k e ,  
"Damn it, 120 c a s u a l t i e s  and on ly  3 r i f l e s  p icked  up"? 

A. Y e s .  

Q. Do you remember t h e  t ime? 

I 0: O r  more s p e c i f i c a l l y ,  do you remember t h a t  even­
i n g  a f t e r  t h e  s t a f f  b r i e f i n g  walking back up toward where 
General  YOUNG o r  General  KOSTER l i v e d ,  i f  t h e r e  was some 
d i s c u s s i o n  t h a t  ensued concerning 128 ve r sus  only  3 weapons? 

A. T h a t ' s  f a m i l i a r ,  s i r .  I remember t h a t .  I d o n ' t  
remember walk ing  back and t h e n  d i s c u s s i n g  it ,  b u t  I can re­
member t h a t  t h a t  d i d  happen. I remember t h a t  t h e r e  were a ( 

very  s m a l l  amount of weapons and a tremendous body count  f o r  
t h a t  one i n c i d e n t .  

COL ARMSTRONG: What was your  r e a c t i o n  when you r e a d  about  
t h i s  i n c i d e n t  i n  t h e  papers?  

A. W e l l ,  my f i r s t  r e a c t i o n  was it could  happen. I t  
could  have happened because ,  I guess ,  anyone t h a t  has  been 
over  t h e r e  and seen  a l i t t l e  b i t  cou ld  unders tand  how f e e l -  
ings- -wel l ,  maybe n o t  a s  a  bad a s  what t h e  papers  s ay  has  
happened. But I know I ' ve  s e e n  some o r  hea rd  abou t ,  d i r e c t l y ,  
some innocen t  people  be ing ,  you know, h u r t  j u s t  because they  
happened t o  be  i n  t h e  way. 

Q. W a s  t h i s  normally i n v e s t i g a t e d ?  

A. Somebody t o l d  m e  about  when I w a s  i n  Duc Pho. I 
w a s  s t a t i o n e d  t h e r e  f o r  t h e  f i r s t  5 months b e f o r e  I became an 
aide. One of  t h e  men i n  Duc Pho g o t  i n  a t r a c k  one t ime and 
went downtown and r a n  over  some people  i n  t h e  t r a c k .  H e  s a i d  
he was b e i n g  cou r t -mar t i a l ed  and s o  f o r t h .  This  w a s  j u s t  
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hearsay about t h i n g s  l i k e  t h a t :  "I j u s t  want t o  go down and 
k i l l  some 'gooks ' ." You know t h e  express ion  that w a s  used. 
I mean from t h i s  I could s e e  where t h i s  could happen, expe­
c i a l l y  when say you ' r e  s t epp ing  on booby t r a p s  con t inua l ly .  
And t h e y ' r e  mad because t h e  l o c a l  v i l l a g e r s  won't  t e l l  them 
t h a t  t h e y ' r e  t h e r e  o r  they f e e l  l i k e  they know t h e y ' r e  t h e r e ,  
t h e  booby t r a p s ,  t h a t  i s .  I c a n ' t  s e e  j u s t  shoot ing  a l i t t l e  
c h i l d  up. 

10: When you were t h e r e ,  d i d  you g e t  any degree 
of  resentment a t  a l l  o f  these  people toward t h e  Vietnamese 
o u t  of personnel  from Barker ,  f o r  example? You t a l k  whi le  
t h e s e  fel lows a r e  wallowing i n  t h e r e .  I know what t h e s e  
a ides  do, too ,  and you guys a r e  o u t  t a l k i n g  around. You're 
down i n  t h e  TOC s t i c k i n g  your b i g  nose i n  o t h e r  people ' s  
bus iness  on t h i s  s u b j e c t  and t h e  o t h e r .  So I know what you 
do. So whi le  you were t h e r e ,  d i d  you g e t  any f e e l i n g  of re­
sentment o r  ill f e e l i n g  toward t h e s e  people? 

A. Well, t h e r e  was another  u n i t  of t h e  11th  Brigade 
t h a t  I go t  t h i s  f e e l i n g  from. I t  was t h e  one t h a t  was lo ­
c a t e d  south of M o  Duc b u t  on t h e  w e s t  s i d e  of  Highway 1. 

Q. South o f  Mo Duc. 

A. I n  o t h e r  words, j u s t  west of Duc Pho a l i t t l e  
b i t  no r th  of t h e r e .  J u s t  a l i t t l e  b i t .  There ' s  a l i t t l e  
LZ up on t o p  of- ­

Q - ( In te rpos ing)  1/3? 

A. 1/3,  y e s ,  s i r .  The b a t t a l i o n ,  I bel ieve- ­

Q- ( In te rpos ing)  Not t h e  1/3, t h e  3/P. 

A. 3/1. The b a t t a l i o n  commander had a southern  
drawl. 

Q I'm n o t  even s u r e  who was t h e  commander a t  t h a t  
t i m e .  

A. But they always had Vietnamese people with t h e i r  
hands t i e d  behind t h e i r  back s i t t i n g  r i g h t  o u t s i d e  t h e  TOC, 
and it j u s t  seemed t o  m e  t h e  b a t t a l i o n  commander was always 
bragging about how they were g e t t i n g  c o n t r o l  o f  t h e  a r e a  by 
f ind ing  s o  many VC. I n  o t h e r  words, they r e a l l y  went out ,  
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and hunted f o r  them, and sea rched  f o r  them. They weren ' t  
a f r a i d  t o  go a f t e r  them was t h e  impress ion  t h a t  I g o t  from 
this b a t t a l i o n ,  and they  always had Vietnamese people  out-  
s i d e  t i e d  up. When I say  always I mean q u i t e  a b i t ,  n o t  
every t i m e  of  cou r se .  

Q- What about  BARKER now? 

A. I d o n ' t  remember s e e i n g  any Vietnamese p r i s o n e r s  
a t  the TOC. 

Q* I ' m  n o t  t a l k i n g  about  Vietnamese p r i s o n e r s ,  I ' m  
t a l k i n g  about  a f e e l i n g  o r  an a t t i t u d e  of  r e sen tmen t ,  h a t e ,  
vengeance? 

A. No, s i r ,  I never  g o t  t h a t  impress ion .  You see, 
t h a t ' s  one p l a c e  we never  r e a l l y  s t a y e d  long  enough t o  e v e r  
have t a l k e d  w i t h  some of the guys.  A l o t  o f  t imes  when w e  
s p e n t  some t ime ,  o f  cou r se ,  I would t a l k  w i t h  a contemporary 
of mine o r  someone, b u t  we never  s p e n t  much t i m e  t h e r e .  

Q e  Now when you were down looking  a t  t h a t  a v i a t i o n  
o u t f i t ,  what was d i s c u s s e d  down t h e r e ?  What was t h e  b i g  
d i s c u s s i o n  t h e r e  about?  

A. We w a i t e d  a long  t i m e  f o r  Major WATKE t o  come, I 
b e l i e v e .  Then when he  came, he  j u s t  wanted t o  know how he 
w a s  doing,  how was t h i s  working o u t .  I b e l i e v e  t h i s  w a s  a 
new t h i n g  a t  t h e  t i m e .  I b e l i e v e  t h i s  j u s t  came i n  new, be ­
cause I t h i n k  Major WATKE was a t t a c h e d  t o  somebody. 

Q- The aero-scout  o u t f i t  was new. The whole b a t t a -  
l i o n  was new, as  you r e c a l l .  Many o f  t h e s e  aero-scout  s h i p s  
and p i l o t s  had been t aken  from t h e  a r t i l l e r y  and va r ious  
o t h e r  p l a c e s .  

A. Tha t 's what I thought .  I n  o t h e r  words,  I thought  
t h i s  was formed w i t h i n  and was new. But he  was j u s t  i n t e r ­
e s t e d  it seemed t o  me, i n t e r e s t e d  i n  how t h e y  w e r e  do ing ,  
and does t h i s  work, i s  t h i s  e f f e c t i v e .  Was it Major WATKE's 
o u t f i t  t h a t  was involved  i n  t h i s ,  t h e  aero-scouts?  

Q. They were involved .  A s  f a r  a s  I can  s e e ,  p r a c t i ­
c a l l y  eve ry  a v i a t i o n  o u t f i t  i n  t h e  d i v i s i o n  was involved  in -  
c lud ing  e lements  o f  t h e  1 4 t h  B a t t a l i o n .  I have h e r e  a docu­
ment which i s  E x h i b i t  R - 1 ,  s u b j e c t :  "Report  of  I n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  " 
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da ted  24 A p r i l  1 9 6 8 ,  addressed t o  t h e  Commanding General, 
Americal Divis ion.  I would ask you t o  look a t  t h e  f i r s t  two 
pages of t h e  document and t e l l  me whether o r  n o t  t h i s  came 
i n t o  your o f f i c e ,  o r  i f  you handled it i n  General YOUNG'S 
o f f i c e ,  o r  whether i n  any way, one way o r  another ,  it came t o  
your a t t e n t i o n ,  e i t h e r  t h e  document i t s e l f  o r  t h e  con ten t s  
of t h e  document. 

A. No, s i r ,  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  t h e  document. I d i d n ' t  
read these  t h i n g s  normally. I j u s t  took them o u t ,  and gave 
them t o  General YOUNG, and put  them back. Once i n  a whi le  
the  a s s i s t a n t  ch ie f  of s t a f f ,  Major BEASLEY, would have some­
t h i n g  i n t e r e s t i n g .  I f  I happened t o  be around, o r  one of  the 
o t h e r  a i d e s ,  he  would say ,  "Look a t  t h i s .  " We'd read  it, b u t  
most of t h a t  concerned American p r i soners  of war t h a t  had es­
caped o r  were l e t  loose  by t h e  VC o r  NVA. 

Q. Major BEASLEY never showed you t h i s  d~cument?  

A. No, s i r ,  n o t  t o  my knowledge. However t h e  l a r g e  
body count and t h e  smal l  weapons count is  very f a m i l i a r ,  and 
it j u s t  seems t o  me t h a t  General YOUNG remarked on t h i s .  

Q Did you ever  hea r  of VC propaganda coming i n t o  t h e  
headquarters  of t h e  Americal Divis ion a l l e g i n g  t h a t  a l a r g e  
number of Vietnamese had been k i l l e d  i n  t h e  Son Tinh D i s t r i c t ,  
s p e c i f i c a l l y  Son My Vi l lage  about t h e  middle of March? 

A .  No, sir. 

Q Were you e v e r  aware of a r e p o r t  by t h e  v i l l a g e  
chief  t o  the d i s t r i c t  c h i e f ?  

A. . No, sir.  

Q I n  your v i s i t s  t o  2d ARVN Divis ion headquar ters  
and a l s o  t o  Quang Ngai Province t a l k i n g  t o  Colonel K H I E N ,  o r  
t a l k i n g  t o  M r .  MAY, o r  t a l k i n g  t o  Colonel G u I N N ,  o r  t o  o t h e r  
people as  you may have t a l k e d  t o  them around t h e  headquar ters ,  
were you ever  aware t h a t  the  ARVPT were looking i n t o  what might 
have happened a t  Son My i n  about the  middle of March? 

A .  No, sir .  There was a f r i e n d ,  a Vietnamese, who 
went with t h e  province ch ie f  wherever he went, and w e  became 
f r i e n d l y ,  i n  o t h e r  words, communicated as  b e s t  w e  could i n  
broken English and s o  f o r t h .  But t h i s  was before .  This was 
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the  t i m e  w e  went o u t  west  t h a t  he went i n  t h e  a i r p l a n e  w i t h  
us, and he looked a f t e r  me. And when t h e  g e n e r a l  and t h e  
p rov ince  c h i e f  went i n  t o  m e e t ,  he and I would t a l k  abou t ,  
you know, g e n e r a l  t h i n g s ,  no th ing  about  t h a t ,  though. NO,  
no one e v e r  s a i d  anyth ing  t o  m e  about  t h i s .  

Q- I n  your  t i m e ,  t h e n ,  from nobody a t  d i v i s i o n  head- 
q u a r t e r s  d i d  you e v e r  h e a r  a comment, o r  a s t a t e m e n t ,  o r  
rumors, no r  f o r  any reason  one way o r  a n o t h e r  have you any 
cause  t o  s u s p e c t  t h a t  something unusual  may have happened 
down i n  t h i s  a r e a ?  

A. No, s ir ,  I can h o n e s t l y  say  t h a t .  

MR MACCRATE: Did you e v e r  have any r e c o l l e c t i o n  of  Vietnam- 
ese documents i n  t h e  group of documents t h a t  you were t a k i n g  
o f f  General  YOUNG'S desk and p u t t i n g  back i n  t h e  morning wi th  
t r a n s l a t i o n s ?  What was t h e  p r a c t i c e  w i t h  r e s p e c t  t o  Vietnam- 
ese documents, j u s t  g e t  an Engl i sh  t r a n s l a t i o n ?  And would 
you sometimes see t h e  Vietnamese documents t h a t  came i n ?  

A. I d o n ' t  eve r  remember s e e i n g  a  Vietnamese docu- 
ment, sir. 

Q. You'd j u s t  s e e  t h e  Engl i sh?  

A. The E n g l i s h ,  y e s ,  s i r .  b 

Q. You mentioned l and ing  on Buddha Mountain two t i m e s .  

A. It was very  c l o s e .  E i t h e r  it was tw ice  t h e  same 
day o r  once one day and once t h e  n e x t  day. I ' m  n o t  e x a c t l y  
s u r e .  

Q. By any chance w a s  a c h a p l a i n  t r a v e l i n g  w i t h  you 
on e i t h e r  of t h o s e  v i s i t s ?  

A. Chaplain  LEWIS? 

Q. O r  one of t h e  o t h e r  c h a p l a i n s .  

A. I d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  s o ,  s ir .  

I0 : W e  a p p r e c i a t e  your coming i n .  Undoubtedly you 
p u t  some thought  t o  t h i s  m a t t e r  a l r e a d y ,  and I would t h i n k  as 
a r e s u l t  of  t h i s  you would probably be t h i n k i n g  about  it f u r ­
t h e r .  W e  have t a l k e d  t o  a l o t  of  peop le ,  and w e ' r e  going 
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t o  t a l k  t o  some more people s t i l l .  So we have a pxe t ty  good 
p i c t u r e  of what t r a n s p i r e d ,  and t h e  whole r e p o r t i n g  and i n ­
v e s t i g a t i v e  process .  But any l i t t l e  b i t  and p i e c e  does h e l p ,  
s o  as  a consequence, a t  a l a t e r  d a t e  i f  you can remember any­
t h i n g  f u r t h e r ,  we'd apprec ia te  you g e t t i n g  i n  touch with our  
o f f i c e  o r  w e  can e i t h e r  s e e  you o r  arrange t o  have you see 
us.  I n  a s i m i l a r  sense ,  we could ask you t o  look through 
your p i c t u r e s  t o  see  i f  you have any p i c t u r e s  which would be 
of value t o  us f o r  t h e  purpose of t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  o r  i f  
you have any documents, i f  you f i n d  t h a t  green book, f o r  
example? 

A. I gave it t o  General YOUNG. 

Q O r  i f  you have any coroparable d i a r i e s ?  

A. My wife  has  a l l  t h e  l e t t e r s  t h a t  I wrote .  I can 
look through those  f o r  t h a t  pe r iod .  

Q. You might t ake  a check through those  t o  s e e  if 
you gave h e r  any gems about t h a t  pe r iod  which would be help­
f u l  t o  us. 

A. Unfortunately,  I never d iscussed  anything over  
t h e r e  wi th  h e r .  I d i d n ' t  want t o  upse t  h e r .  

Q Well, i f  you do have anything such as  t h a t ,  we'd 
apprec ia te  having it. You may r e s t  w e l l  assured  t h a t  i f  w e  
d i d ,  f o r  example, e x t r a c t  something from one of your l e t t e r s ,  
we would p r o t e c t  you as a person and your family r e l a t i o n s h i p s  
s o  t h a t  t h e r e ' d  be no lovey-dovey s t u f f  i n  t h e r e .  And s o  any­
t h i n g  t h a t  you can th ink  of t h a t  would be of h e l p  t o  us ,  we'd 
apprec ia te  having t h a t .  A t  t h i s  t ime I would answer any ques­
t i o n s  t h a t  you might have o r  i f  you 'd l i k e  t o  you may e n t e r  a 
s ta tement  i n t o  t h e  record .  

A.  I d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  I have any ques t ions ,  s i r ,  and 
everyth ing  has been covered. I ' m  j u s t  t r y i n g  as  hard  as I 
can t o  remember. A s  you know i t ' s  very hard  t o  remember such 
a long time ago. However, t h a t  was such an e v e n t f u l  7 months 
t h a t  i t ' s  n o t  easy t o  f o r g e t .  But t h e  l i t t l e  t h i n g s ,  little 
s p e c i f i c  t h i n g s ,  t h a t  I ' m  s u r e  you'd l i k e  t o  know, I wish I 
could t e l l  you, b u t  we've a l r e a d y  hashed over  a l l  t h a t .  

10: The hea r ing  w i l l  r e c e s s  a t  t h i s  time. 

(The hea r ing  recessed  a t  1238  hours ,  27 January 
1970 .) 
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WITNESS: WILSON, Melvi l le  C . ,  Jr. 
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WITNESS SUSPECTED OF: N/A 

COUNSEL: None 

DUTY ASSIGNMENT : Became S t a f f  Judge Advocate, Americal 
Division,  on 5 Apr i l  1968. 

The witness  heard nothing o f  t he  events  i n  My Lai ( 4 )  
(pg. 4 ) ,  and d id  no t  recall d i scuss ing  it with any d iv i s ion  
personnel  (pgs, 5-7) .  H e  knew nothing about an inves t iga t ion  
(pg. 7 ) ,  and i f  he had seen the  inc losures  t o  ~ x h i b i tR-1  

while t h e  Americal SJA, he would have remembered it (pg.8) 
and would have contacted the  CO t o  i n su re  a claims 
i n v e s t i g a t i o n  (pg. 9)  . 
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1970.) 
(The hear ing  reconvened a t  1118 hours ,  23 January 

10: The hea r ing  w i l l  come t o  order .  

RCDR: 
MACCRATE, 

The fol lowing persons a r e  p resen t :  
COL ARMSTRONG, and MAJ LYNN. 

LTG PEERS, MR 

S i r ,  t h e  next  wi tness  i s  M r .  Me lv i l l e  WILSON. 

testi£i e d  
(MR WILSON was c a l l e d  

as fol lows :) 
as  a w i t n e s s ,  was sworn, and 

For t h e  record ,  would you s t a t e  your f u l l  name, 
your occupat ion,  and res idence?  

A. Melvi l le  C .  WILSON, Jr. I l i v e  a t  1 4 1  Emmaus 
Road, t h a t  's E-M-M-A-U-S , Poquoson , V i r g i n i a .  An a t to rney .  

10: M r .  WILSON, have you had an oppor tuni ty  t o  read  
t h e  i n s t r u c t i o n s ?  

A. I have, sir .  

Q. Do you understand them, o r  do you have any ques t ions  
concerning them? 

A. I understand them and I have no ques t ions .  

Q M r .  WILSON,  on my l e f t  is  M r .  MACCRATE who is  a 
c i v i l i a n  a t t o r n e y  who has volunteered  h i s  s e r v i c e s  t o  Secre ­
t a r y  RESOR t o  a s s i s t  me and o t h e r  members of t h i s  i n q u i r y  i n  
t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  and a l s o  t o  provide l e g a l  counsel  t o  me. 
On my r i g h t  is Colonel ARMSTRONG, who has  been des ignated  by 
t h e  Chief of S t a f f  t o  a s s i s t  me i n  this inqu i ry .  Besides 
myself ,  these  two gentlemen may address  ques t ions  t o  you 
t h i s  morning. We have o t h e r  teams t h a t  a r e  l ikewise  t ak ing  
testimony from o t h e r  wi tnesses .  

A .  Yes, s i r .  

Q I n  the  f i n a l  a n a l y s i s ,  however, I w i l l  have t h e  
r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  p u t t i n g  t h i s  r e p o r t  t o g e t h e r ,  weighing 
t h e  evidence ,  and determining t h e  f a c t s ,  t h e  f i n d i n g s ,  and 
t h e  recommendations. 

Are you a r e t i r e d  Army o f f i c e r ?  
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A. I am, sir. 

Q. I n  a r e t i r e d  s t a t u s ?  

A. I am i n  a r e t i r e d  s t a t u s .  

a- I n  that capac i ty ,  I would d i r e c t  t h a t  you no t  
d i scuss  your testimony i n  t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  wi th  o t h e r s ,  
inc luding  o t h e r s  t h a t  may have appeared before  t h i s  i n v e s t i ­
g a t ion  a s  wi tnesses ,  except  a s  you may be requ i red  t o  do s o  
i n  t h e  performance of o f f i c i a l  duty ,  o r  before  a competent 
admin i s t r a t ive ,  j u d i c i a l ,  o r  l e g i s l a t i v e  body. I understand 
t h a t  you have a l ready t e s t i f i e d  before t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  
subcommittee of t h e  House Armed Services  Committee? 

' 	 	 A. Not t h e  committee i t s e l f ,  b u t  an a t t o r n e y ,  M r .  
John REDDEN. Yes, s i r ,  t h a t ' s  t r u e .  

Q. Fine.  W e l l ,  I w a s  simply going t o  say whether 
it be t h a t  committee o r  any o t h e r  committee, your testimony 
here  would i n  no way prec lude  you from t e s t i f y i n g  be fo re  
such a body. 

On another  ma t t e r ,  t o  t h e  b e s t  of my knowledge 
you have n o t  been c i t e d  o r  caut ioned by t h e  m i l i t a r y  judge -

i n  t h e  cour t -mar t i a l  case  of t h e  United S t a t e s  v .  Cal ley ,  
o r  by any of t h e  o t h e r  judges connected with any of t h e  
o t h e r  genera l  cour t -mar t ia l  cases  r e s u l t i n g  from t h e  My 
Lai i n c i d e n t ?  

A. No, I have no t ,  sir.  

Q. I b r i n g  t h i s  up only because,  although it may
be somewhat remote, i f  you ever  a r e  c a l l e d  o r  c i t e d ,  your 
testimony here  would i n  no way change e i t h e r  t h e  e f f e c t  o r  
t h e  a p p l i c a b i l i t y  of  the m i l i t a r y  judges' order .  

A. I understand,  s ir .  

Q 	 Colonel WILSON, when d i d  you become t h e  s t a f f  I 

judge advocate of t h e  America1 Division? 

A.  General,  I be l i eve  the  e f f e c t i v e  d a t e  was 
p r i o r  t o  it, bu t  I a r r i v e d  t h e r e  phys ica l ly  on 5 Apr i l  1968. 
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Q How long d i d  you s t a y  i n  t h a t  capac i ty?  

A. I s tayed  t h e r e ,  s i r ,  u n t i l  my depar tu re  from 
Vietnam which was e i t h e r  t h e  2 6 ,  2 7 ,  o r  2 8  Ju ly  1968. 

Q What was your assignment p r i o r  t o  becoming t h e  
SJA of the d i v i s i o n ?  

A. I was t h e  deputy s t a f f  judge advocate a t  USARV. 
 

Q *  USARV? 
 

A. Yes, sir. 
 

Q A t  Long Binh? 
 

A. Long Binh Pos t .  
  

Q Fine.  Colonel W I L S O N ,  the My Lai  inc id ,ent  became 
 4 

a mat t e r  of p u b l i c  knowledge somewhere i n  t h e  t ime per iod  of 
September o r  October of l a s t  y e a r ,  about 5 months ago, roughly.  
Have you had any conversa t ions  w i t h  anybody from the  America1 
Divis ion,  o r  from t h e  province adv i so r  s t a f f  and s o  f o r t h ,  o r  
any i n d i v i d u a l  who may have been connected wi th  the  i n c i d e n t  o r  
t h e  r e p o r t i n g  and i n v e s t i g a t i o n  of it s i n c e  t h a t  t ime? 

A .  Since  then? 
  

Q Since  it became a m a t t e r  of  p u b l i c  knowledge? 
 

A. No, sir .  
  

Q Other than  your testimony? 
  

A.  Right.  

Q Were you f a m i l i a r  wi th  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  of  Task Force 
Barker? 

A. Only i n  t h e  s e n s e ,  General ,  t h a t  t h e  name is 
f a m i l i a r  t o  me. I had no knowledge of  i t s  o p e r a t i o n a l  pur ­
poses.  The t a s k  f o r c e  i t s e l f  was a name t h a t  I heard i n  t h e  
d i v i s i o n .  

Q Were you f a m i l i a r  wi th  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h i s  t a s k  
f o r c e  was d i s e s t a b l i s h e d  on t h e  9 A p r i l ,  a few days a f t e r  
you became t h e  SJA? 
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A.  No, I was unaware of t h a t ,  sir. 

Q Did you e v e r  h e a r  of any d i scuss ion  concerning t h e  
r e s u l t s  of  t h a t  ope ra t ion?  

A.  . NO,  sir. 

Q To p o s s i b l y  r e f r e s h  your memory, t h e  f i r s t  day of 
t h e  opera t ion  t h e  t a s k  f o r c e  r epor ted  t o  t h e  b r igade  and 
subsequent ly t o  t h e  America1 Divis ion  a body count  of  128 
k i l l e d .  Two U.S. were k i l l e d ,  e leven U.S. were wounded, and 
t h r e e  weapons were captured.  There had been some d i scuss ion ,  
o r  some i n d i c a t i o n s  of d i s c u s s i o n  which e x i s t e d  a t  d i v i s i o n  
headquar ters  and o t h e r  p laces  concerning the d i s p a r i t y  
between t h e  t h r e e  weapons and t h e  128 VC K I A .  Do you 
remember any of t h a t  d i scuss ion  going on i n  the headquar ters  
w h i l e  you were t h e r e ?  

A. NO, sir.  

Q Did you e v e r  h e a r  through t h e  grapevine ,  o r  i n  
conversa t ions ,  of  a r e p o r t  which was submit ted by one of t h e  
a v i a t o r s  concerning unnecessary k i l l i n g  i n  t h e  Son M y  area 
dur ing  t h e  pe r iod  of  about t h e  middle of  March 1968? 

A.  I heard of  no such r e p o r t ,  s ir .  

Q Did General  KOSTER e v e r  t a l k  t o  you about i n v e s t i ­
g a t i n g  an i n c i d e n t  which involved perhaps t h e  i n d i s c r i m i n a t e  
o r  unnecessary k i l l i n g  of  noncombatants, of a p o s s i b l e  con­
f r o n t a t i o n  of an a i r  u n i t  and a ground u n i t ,  o r  anything of  
t h i s  genera l  na ture?  

A.  General,  i t ' s  p o s s i b l e ,  b u t  I hav? no recol lec$ion  
of  such a conversa t ion .  And, I t h i n k  i f  General KOSTER would 
have,  I ' d  remember it. 

Q Would you r e c a l l  a p o s s i b l e  conversa t ion  wi th  
General YOUNG, t h e  ADC, the maneuver ADC? 

A.  ; I d o n ' t  r e c a l l ,  sir. 

Q . O r ,  t h e  c h i e f  of  s t a f f ,  Colonel PARSON? 

A .  No, sir. I d o n ' t .  
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Q Did t h e  d i v i s i o n  chap la in  e v e r  t a l k  t o  you about 
any r e p o r t  which he may have rece ived?  

A. It 's p o s s i b l e  t h a t  he may have ment imed i t ,  
General ,  b u t  I have no independent r e c o l l e c i o n  o f  anything 
t h a t  h e  may have s a i d  t o  me about t h i s .  I have no r e c o l l e c ­
t i o n  of  t h i s .  

CRESWELL who was t h e  DIVARTY chapla in?  

Q- Did you know t h e  d i v i s i o n  chap la in  a t  t h a t  time? 

A. Y e s ,  sir. I d id .  

Q Do you r e c a l l  h i s  name? 

A. Not a t  the  moment, s i r .  

Q. Would Lieutenant  Colonel LEWIS r i n g ?  

LEWIS, yes ,  s i r .  

Q Did you a l s o  know another  chapla in  by t h e  name of 

A. The name is f a m i l i a r  t o  me, sir. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  
him per sona l ly .  

Q= W e l l ,  l e t  me g i v e  you a few o t h e r  names. I know 
going back 2 2  months i s  n o t  easy .  

A.  No, sir .  

Q You probably know b e t t e r  t h a n  I do i n  your 
b u s i n e s s ,  b u t  I ' 11 j u s t  g ive  you t h e  names of a few o t h e r  
people and s e e  i f  you can r e c a l l  anything t h a t  they  may 
have s a i d  t o  you which may have i n d i c a t e d  o r  implied some­
t h i n g  which would have i n d i c a t e d  an unusual happening i n  
t h i s  Son My a r e a ,  which i s  t h e  a r e a  j u s t  t o  t h e  e a s t -
n o r t h e a s t  of Quang Ngai Ci ty .  You can s e e  i ts  l o c a t i o n ,  i f  
I may p o i n t  h e r e .  J u s t  t o  f i x  your l o c a t i o n ,  Colonel WILSON, 
up t o  the  nor th  i s  Chu Lai where you were l o c a t e d  with t h e  
America1 Divis ion?  

( I 0  i s  o r i e n t i n g  t h e  wi tness  on Exh ib i t  MAP-5.) 

A.  Y e s ,  s ir .  
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Q Going s o u t h  along Highway 1, you can s e e  where 
t h e  province headquar ters  i s  i n  Quang Ngai Ci ty?  

A .  Yes, sir. 

Q Then you can s e e  t h e  g e n e r a l  a r e a  of i n t e r e s t  
o u t  t h e r e ,  g e n e r a l l y  marked i n  the yellow? This i s  c a l l e d  
Son My Vi l l age .  

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q There a r e  o t h e r  names t h a t  a r e  a s soc ia ted  with it. 
Some people r e f e r  t o  it a s  P i n k v i l l e .  The Vietnamese use 
o t h e r  terms f o r  some of  t h e  hamle ts ,  Tu Cung , Co Luy , and 
s o  on. I w i l l  ask you a few names and s e e  i f  any of t h e s e  
people might have d iscussed  afiything with you along t h i s  
l i n e .  The d i v i s i o n  a v i a t i o n  o f f i c e r ,  then  Lieutenant  
Colonel HOLLADAY? 

A. No, s i r .  

Q The commander of t h e  aero-scout company, Major 
WATKE? 

A .  No, sir. 

Q. On the  s t a f f  wi th  you, on t h e  g e n e r a l  s t a f f ,  
Colonel QUALLS? 

A. He was our  personnel  o f f i c e r .  No, sir. 

Q How about your 5 ,  ANISTmSKI? 

A. T h a t ' s  Pe te .  No, sir. 

Q Can you t h i n k  of any, n o t  n e c e s s a r i l y  coming 
t o  you o f f i c i a l l y ,  b u t  even d i scuss ing  mat t e r s  around t h e  
b a r  before  you go i n t o  d inner  i n  t h e  evening o r  something? 

A. That would be concerning t h i s  My La i  i n c i d e n t ?  

Q Yes . 
A .  Some mat te r  which would i n d i c a t e  o r  pu t  me on 
n o t i c e  t h a t  it was unusual o r  ou t  of the  o rd ina ry?  

Q Yes. 
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A. I have no r e c o l l e c t i o n  of such a conversa t ion ,  
General ,  e i t h e r  on duty o r  o f f  duty.  

Q Were you e v t r  aware t h a t  an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  was 
underway w i t h i n  the  Americal Divis ion concerning,  you 
might s a y ,  the  k i l l i n g  of some women and c h i l d r e n  o r  a  
conf ron ta t ion  between U.S. f o r c e s ?  

" 	 A. General ,  2 weeks ago, and I have t o  answer your 
ques t ion  t h i s  way, b u t  2 weeks ago when I appeared over 
be fo re  M r .  REDDEN, he showed me a r e p o r t  which bore Colonel 
HENDERSON'S s i g n a t u r e  da ted  sometime i n  A p r i l ,  which was 
a f t e r  my a r r i v a l  a t  t h e  Americal, and asked me i f  I had 
seen  t h a t  r e p o r t  be fo re .  My answer t o  him was t h a t  i t  was 
p o s s i b l e ,  b u t  I had no r e c o l l e c t i o n  o f  such a r e p o r t .  The 
s u b j e c t  of t h i s  r e p o r t  was "Report of I n v e s t i g a t i o n .  I' 
Except f o r  s e e i n g  i t  2 weeks ago over  a t  the Rayburn House, 
I have no r e c o l l e c t i o n  o f  having seen  i t  befo re .  But,  I 
d i d n ' t  want t o  g ive  M r .  REDDEN t h e  impression o r  you t h a t  
I may no t  have seen  it. I may have seen  it. I saw many 
s e r i o u s  i n c i d e n t  r e p o r t s  whi le  we were over  i n  Vietnam. 

Q Yes, b u t  i f  you had seen  t h a t  r e p o r t  a s  t h e  
s t a f f  judge advocate,  would you n o t  have been requ i red  t o  
do something about i t ?  

A. The r e p o r t  he showed me i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  VC k i l l e d  
and weapons and s o  f o r t h  contained an e n t r y  t h a t  i t  was 
a l l e g e d  o r  information had been rece ived  t h a t  some 20 
innocent  c i v i l i a n s  had been k i l l e d .  The same ques t ion  
was asked of me then ,  and I t o l d  him t h a t  i t  was my 
po l i cy  t h a t  had I seen  t h i s  wi th  t h i s  e n t r y  a t  l e a s t  I 
o r  a member of my s t a f f  would have contac ted  t h e  CO, a t  
l e a s t  wi th  the  view of i n s u r i n g  t h a t  he i n i t i a t e d  a 
claims i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  Death o r  pe r sona l  i n j u r y  o r  l o s s  
o r  d e s t r u c t i o n  over  t h e r e  was c e r t a i n l y  s u b j e c t  t o  fo re ign  
claims a g a i n s t  t h e  United S t a t e s .  That much I ' m  s u r e  I 
would have done. Whether I d i d  it o r  n o t ,  I have no 
independent r e c o l l e c t i o n .  

Q NOW, d i d  you s e e  t h e  whole document? When you 
were. wi th  M r .  REDDEN,  d i d  he show you t h e  e n t i r e  document, 
o r  j u s t  t h e  r e p o r t ?  

A .  A s  I r e c a l l ,  i t  was j u s t  t h e  r e p o r t .  I d o n ' t  
know what the  e n t i r e  document looks l i k e ,  General ,  s o  I 
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don 't know. 

Q The e n t i r e  document has  two i n c l o s u r e s .  Was t h a t  
i t ?  

(The I0 handed E x h i b i t  R-1 t o  t h e  wi tness . )  

A .  He showed me t h e s e  two t o p  pages o r  a t  l e a s t  two 
pages. I d idn '  t examine them. 

Q Look a t  t h a t  n e x t  page then ,  recognizing t h a t  you 
have a l ready seen  t h e  r e p o r t .  Now, t h e s e  two a r e  at tachments  
t o  it. Were t h e s e  c a l l e d  t o  your a t t e n t i o n ?  

A. Well, wi thout  reading  it I can answer your ques t ion .  
I d id  n o t  s e e  t h i s  document when I w-as over  wi th  M r .  REDDEN. 

Q Let  me g i v e  you a h y p o t h e t i c a l  ques t ion  then. 
Suppose you had been SJA and you had seen  t h a t  document 
wi th  t h a t  attachment and t h e  next  attachment,  I would 
l i k e  you t o  t e l l  me what you would have done, 

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q That is a s ta tement  and i t  s t a n d s  by i t s e l f  a s  an 
attachment.  

A. There is no s i g n a t u r e  o r  anything l i k e  t h a t  on 
it. 

Q I recognize t h a t .  

A. But, i t  does a l l u d e  t o  a r e p o r t  from t h e  d i s t r i c t  
c h i e f  and a l s o  t h e  province c h i e f ,  and a l s o  i n  the  second 
paragraph a pe r sona l  l e t t e r  t o  t h e  d i s t r i c t  c h i e f .  

Q Now, i f  you would have seen  t h a t  paper  when you 
were the SJA, would you have remembered i t ?  

A. I Om s u r e  I would have, sir. 

Q I th ink  you would have too .  

A .  Y e s ,  sir. 

Q What would you have been ob l iga ted  t o  have done a t  
t h a t  po in t?  
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A. As a minimum, I would have contac ted  a member of 
my s t a f f .  My deputy o r  somebody i n  my o f f i c e  would have 
contac ted  t h e  CO o r  t h e  S1 of t h e  u n i t  involved ,  whoever 
t h a t  might be ,  t h e  b a t t a l i o n  o r  t h e  b r i g a d e ,  t o  be s u r e  
t h a t  a s  a  minimum a claims i n v e s t i g a t i o n  and a l s o  a war 
crimes r e p o r t  which i s  requ i red  by army r e g u l a t i o n s  and 
USARV and MACV regs  and/or p o s s i b l e  c r imina l  a c t i o n  a g a i n s t  
any such i n d i v i d u a l s  had been i n i t i a t e d .  I t h i n k  i f  it 
were m e ,  I would a l s o  i n s u r e  t h a t  t h e  ch ie f  of  s t a f f  was 
aware of t h i s .  

Q W e l l ,  t h i s  r e p o r t  a s  you can s e e  i s  addressed 
t o  t h e  CG of t h e  America1 Divis ion .  

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q The next  i n c l o s u r e  i s  a p iece  of V i e t  Cong
propaganda. 

A. Y e s ,  I s e e ,  sir .  

Q- Read the  f i r s t  page. J u s t  g lance  a t  t h e  f i r s t  
page. I ' m  s u r e  t h a t  you saw more t h a n  a few samples of 
Vie t  Cong propaganda. 

A. Yes, s ir .  

Q It was a l s o  i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  t h i s  came ou t  a s  a  
broadcas t  and was taken down and then  subsequent ly t r ans ­
c r ibed .  But,  you w i l l  n o t i c e  t h a t  t h e  f i r s t  page i s  t h e  
r a t h e r  s t andard  k ind  of broad accusa t ions ,  and s o  on. 

A .  Yes, s ir .  

Q. When you g e t  t o  t h e  second page, I t h i n k  you 
w i l l  s e e  t h a t  t h e  t e n o r  of i t  changes somewhat. The o t h e r  
attachment i s  j u s t  a forwarding memo. 

A. Yes, sir .  

Q Having served  i n  the  USARV SJA, you have a l ready 
i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  you were f a m i l i a r  wi th  MACV r e g u l a t i o n s  and 
requirements f o r  r e p o r t i n g  a t r o c i t i e s  of any form. 

A. T h a t ' s  c o r r e c t ,  s i r .  
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a. Actual o r  a l l eged .  But,  do you r e c a l l  MACV 
Regulation 20-4? 

A. W e l l ,  I c a n ' t  be s u r e  of t h e  number o f  it. I 
know t h e  one t h a t  y o u ' r e  t a l k i n g  about ,  General. It 's 
about  w a r  c r i m e s .  

Q I' 11 show it  t o  you a s  a m a t t e r  f o r  t h e  record.  
This  i s  Exh ib i t  D-1. I t h i n k  t h a t  the  p a r t s  that  a r e  
p a r t i c u l a r l y  impor tant  a r e  paragraph 2 ,  which o u t l i n e s  
t h e  scope, and paragraph 5 on the  second page which 
cons iders  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  and i n d i c a t e s  what people 
must do, p a r t i c u l a r l y  t h e  i n t e r e s t  of  t h e  SJA. 

A. Yes , sir* 

Q I f  you would have seen  this r e p o r t ,  would 
you have been o b l i g a t e d  t o  r e p o r t  this t o  MACV o r  t o  
have assured t h a t  t h i s  was repor ted  through channels? 

A. I would have been, yes .  

Q Even though this  is a p i e c e  of propaganda 
coming from t h e  enemy? 

A.  I ' m  n o t  s u r e  I understand. Are you r e f e r r i n g ,  
General ,  now t o  t h e  l a s t  p a r t  o f  t h i s ?  

Q I ' m  r e f e r r i n g  t o  t h i s  t o g e t h e r  w i t h  me l a s t  
p a r t  of t h e  s t a t ement  and t o g e t h e r  wi th  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  
20 t o  30 people were k i l l e d .  

.,. ­
A. A s  i n d i c a t e d  by Colonel HENDERSON? 

Q Yes. 

A. Yes, s ir .  I would have. 

Q Let  me ask you another  hypo the t i ca l  ques t ion . 
  
Le t  me rephrase t h a t .  Let  me ask you a m a t t e r  of  p r o f e s s i o n a l  
  
opinion.  
  

A. Yes, s i r .  
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Q I f  a  chapla in  of  a command rece ives  information 
of  what might be a major a t r o c i t y ,  a r e p o r t ,  a l though not  
s u b s t a n t i a t e d ,  from an i n d i v i d u a l  a s  t o  a l o t  of women and 
c h i l d r e n  and noncombatants k i l l e d  unnecessa r i ly ,  and a l s o  
going i n t o  d e t a i l s  on o t h e r  ma t t e r s  r e l a t e d  t h e r e t o ,  what 
should be h i s  a c t i o n s ?  

A. On t h e  p a r t  of t h e  chapla in?  

Q a  On the  p a r t  of  t h e  chapla in .  

A .  I n  my opin ion ,  t o  r e p o r t  it t o  t h e  proper 
a u t h o r i t i e s ,  o r  i n  the  case  of t h e  d i v i s i o n  chap la in ,  I ' d  
say a t  l e a s t  t o  t h e  provost  marshal ,  o r  b e t t e r  y e t  t o  see 
t h e  proper  s t a f f  o f f i c e r  o r  t h e  ch ie f  of s t a f f .  

Q Suppose he were assigned a s  p a r t  of a command? 
L e t ' s  say  he was t h e  chapla in  o f ,  h y p o t h e t i c a l l y ,  suppor t  
command. Whom should he r e p o r t  t o ?  

A. O h ,  I b e l i e v e  i t  should be t h e  commander. 

9 There would be nothing wrong, however, i n  
r epor t ing  it t o  t h e  ch ie f  of  s t a f f  o r  t h e  provos t  marshal 
o r  t h e  I G ,  any of t h e  people t h a t  a r e  i n  t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i v e  
process ? 

A. I would thynk s o ,  sir. They a r e  p r i m a r i l y  
concerned wi th  t h e  type of a c t i o n  t h a t  should be taken 
i n  t h a t  a rea .  

Q How should 'it have been repor ted?  Verbal ly ,  o r  
should such an a l l e g a t i o n  be p u t  down on paper? 

A. Well, I t h i n k  t h a t  should be up t o  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l ,  
s i r ,  who i s  rece iv ing  t h e  r e p o r t .  To me an o r a l  r e p o r t  is  
as good as  a w r i t t e n  r e p o r t  i f  it h a s  any credence a t  a l l .  

Q But,  you would want t o  make it a m a t t e r  of r ecord ,  
though? 

A .  I would. Yes, s i r .  

Q. Would it be*proper  t o  ho ld  such informat ion  w i t h i n  
c h a p l a i n ' s  channels? 

A .  To ho ld  i t ,  t o  keep i t  w i t h i n  c h a p l a i n ' s  channels? 
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Q 
channels? 

Y e s .  To i n v e s t i g a t e  such mat t e r s  w i t h i n  c h a p l a i n ' s  

A. W e l l ,  I would say  t h a t  i t  would be i r r e g u l a r  a t  
l e a s t .  I ' v e  never heard  of any c a s e ,  General ,  e i t h e r  f o r  ' 

claims purposes o r  f o r  w a r  crimes purposes o r  proper c r imina l  
a c t i o n ,  be ing  conducted by t h e  chap la in ,  sir. It 's n o t  
w i t h i n  t h e i r  a r e a  of r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  i n  my opinion.  

Q Well, t o  check o u t ,  l e t ' s  say ,  the v a l i d i t y  even 
of  such a r e p o r t  o r  a l l e g a t i o n  o r  complaint? 

A. I ' v e  never  heard  of  i t ,  General. I f  I knew t h a t  
was going on i n  my d i v i s i o n ,  I ' d  do what I could t o  s t o p  it. 
However, I wouldn' t want t h e  chap la in  i n v e s t i g a t i n g  something 
t h a t  might come t o  my o f f i c e ,  and I ' m  sure t h e  provos t  
marshal wouldn ' t e i t h e r .  

Q Aside from a l l  t h i s ,  l e t ' s  t h i n k  back, Colonel 
WILSON, t o  when you were SJA. 

A.  Y e s .  

Q Do you remember any commene o r  rumor o r  any 
s t a t ement  o r  anything o f  any k ind  which you heard  o r  which 
you say which a t  t h a t  time would have caused you t o  be 
susp ic ious  of something unusual that may have taken p lace  
i n  My Lai o r  P i n k v i l l e  o r  Son My a t  about t h e  middle of 
March 1968? 

A .  I can '  t r e c a l l  any, sir. 

MR MACCRATE: Colonel WILSON, now having seen  Exh ib i t  R-1 
and the  i n c l o s u r e s  t h a t  a r e  a t t ached  t o  i t ,  c;!n you s t a t e  
w i t h  any c e r t a i n t y  whether o r  n o t  you have eve r  seen the 
document be fo re?  

A .  My answer, M r .  MACCRATE, is t h a t  I may have, b u t  
i f  I have, I have no independent r e c o l l e c t i o n  of i t .  And, 
f o r  the  b e n e f i t  of  you and General  PEERS, these th ings  w e r e  
asked of me 2 weeks ago. 

Q Well, you i n d i c a t e d  t h a t .  But,  you i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  
you had been shown t h a t  previous ly  wi thout  t h e  i n c l o s u r e s .  
Now I ' m  asking you i f  a f t e r  you have seen  t h e  attachments 
t o  it, does t h a t  f u r t h e r  r e f r e s h  you r e c o l l e c t i o n  a s  t o  
whether you saw i t  o r  d i d  n o t  s e e  i t  s o  t h a t  you can a t  t h i s  
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time be reasonably c l e a r  a s  t o  what you d i d  o r  d i d  n o t  s e e ?  

A. It would be t h e  l a t t e r ,  s i r .  I t  would r e f r e s h  my 
memory t o  the  f a c t  t h a t  I had n o t  seen  it, because it has  
f a c t s  t h a t  I ' m  s u r e  I would remember even more than  the  f i r s t  
two pages. 

Q Did you e v e r  h e a r  about t h e  t ime of  A p r i l  o r  May 
t h a t  such an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  was being conducted? 

A .  Was I aware of i t ,  s i r ?  

Q. Y e s .  

A. No, I was no t .  

Q. W e l l ,  Colonel W I L S O N ,  we a p p r e c i a t e  very much 
your coming i n  and I hope we have been a b l e  t o  accommodate 
you s o  you can f i t  your schedule.  I would say  t o  you, and 
I ' m  s u r e  t h a t  you i n  your  p r o f e s s i o n a l  capac i ty  recognize 
what we a r e  t r y i n g  t o  do t o  p u t  this m a t e r i a l  o r  puzzle  
t o g e t h e r ,  t h a t  i f  you e v e r  r e c a l l  anything t h a t  t r a n s p i r e d  
subsequent t o  this t ime,  w e  'd  a p p r e c i a t e  your g e t t i n g  i n  
touch with us. 

A. I w i l l ,  s i r .  

Q Also, i f  you can th ink  of any documents o r  
photos o r  maps o r  anything e l s e  t h a t  would be of a s s i s t a n c e  
t o  u s ,  we would apprec ia te  t h a t .  

A .  Very w e l l ,  sir .  

Q Now, I ' 11 give  you an oppor tun i ty  t o  ask any 
q u e s t i o n  t h a t  you may s o  d e s i r e .  

A .  I have none, sir. 

Q- I f  you would l i k e  t o  e n t e r  a s t a t ement  i n t o  the 
record ,  I ' 11 give  you t h i s  oppor tuni ty .  

A .  Nothing t h a t  I can th ink  o f ,  General ,  t h a t  
would i n  any way a s s i s t  you. I f  i t  would, I ' d  be happy 
t o  g i v e  it. 

I0: The hear ing  w i l l  r e c e s s  a t  t h i s  time. 

(The hea r ing  recessed  a t  1148 h o u r s , ,  23 January 1970 
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SUMMARY OF TESTIMONY 
 


WITNESS: YOUNG, George H., BG 
 


DATE OF TESTIMONY: 13 December 1969 
 


PLACE OF TESTIMONY: Pentagon 
 


WITNESS SUSPECTED OF: N/A 
 


COUNSEL: None 
 


DUTY ASSIGNMENT ON 16 MARCH 1968: Assistant Division 
 

commander, America1 Division. 
 


1. DUTIES OF THE WITNESS. 
 


Prior to his coming to the Americal ~ivision, the 
witness had been the DCSOPS of USARV. He joined the 
division on 1 November 1967 (pg. 5). He was serving as 
the assistant division commander for maneuver on the 
date of the incident in question (pg. 4). 

2. PREOPERATIONAL PLANS AND BRIEFINGS. 
 


The witness stated that,to the best of his knowledge, 
 

the-operation of Task Force Barker in the My Lai area 
 

on the 16th of March had not been approved by division 
 

(pg. 6). and he. was not aware of. the operational plans 
personally (pg. 5 ) .  

3. KNOWLEDGE OF THE INCIDENT AT MY LAI. 
 


a. ~ndications of an incident. 
 


(1) Briefings. 
 


The witness stated that he had no knowledge 
 

of the operation until the briefing on the evening of the 
 

16th nor d i d  he recall being in the My Lai area on the 
 

16th (pg. 6). He stated that he did not recall the report 

of 69 killed by the artillery preparation, but did note 
 

that the total body count was the largest count of the 11th 
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Brigade u n t i l  t h a t  d a t e  (pg. 7 ) .  H e  remembered t h e  k i l l  
ra t io  be ing  extremely h igh (pg. 8 ) ,  and a l s o  t h e  d i v i s i o n  
commander&-being r a t h e r  u p s e t  wi th  t h e  low weapons count  i n  
r e l a t i o n  t o  t h e  number r e p o r t e d  k i l l e d  (pgs. 8 ,9 )  . He 
s t a t e d  t h a t  it a l s o  s t r u c k  him a s  r a t h e r  s t r a n g e  (pg. 2 9 ) .  
H e  r e c a l l e d  no mention o f  c i v i l i a n  dead a t  t h a t  t ime 
(pg. 3 0 ) ,  and General  KOSTER d i d  n o t  mention t o  him t h e  

p o s s i b i l i t y  of  c i v i l i a n  c a s u a l t i e s  (pg. 4 3 ) .  He added t h a t  
he d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  t h e r e  be ing any d i s c u s s i o n  of  t h e  i n c i d e n t  
a t  t h e  morning b r i e f i n g  on t h e  1 7 t h  of  March (pg. 3 7 ) .  

(2 )  Other  i n d i c a t i o n s .  

The fo l lowing informat ion  was a t  one time 
o r  ano the r  r e l a y e d  to t h e  Americal: i n d i c a t i o n s  t h a t  from 
s i x  t o  e i g h t ,  then  l a t e r  twenty-four t o  twenty-e ight ,  
c i v i l i a n s  had been k i l l e d ;  a SITREP s t a t i n g  128 VC k i l l e d  
wi th  on ly  t h r e e  weapons cap tu red  and two U.S. l o s s e s ;  two 
l a t e r  Vietnamese r e p o r t s  which i n d i c a t e d  a l a r g e  number of 
c i v i l i a n  d e a t h s ;  and some VC propaganda which a l l e g e d  
c i v i l i a n  d e a t h s  r each ing  huge f i g u r e s .  General  YOUNG 
s t a t e d  t h a t  he could  o f f e r  no exp lana t ion  f o r  t h e  
f a i l u r e  o f  t h e  personnel  of  t h e  Americal t o  p i e c e  t h i s  
in fo rmat ion  t o g e t h e r  and r e a l i z e  t h a t  something o u t  of 
t h e  o r d i n a r y  had happened a t  My Lai  (pgs. 97 ,99) .  

b. F i r s t  d i r e c t  informat ion  of  an i n c i d e n t  t o  
General YOUNG. 

(1) The w i t n e s s  s t a t e d  t h a t  Colonel  HOLLADAY 
cam5 t o  him a f t e r  t h e  b r i e f i n g  on t h e  1 6 t h  and re layed  
t o  him t h e  r e p o r t  o f  Warrant O f f i c e r  THOMPSON (pgs.  1 0 ,  
12 ,  37, 1 0 3 ) .  .Hewas n o t  s u r e  who else was p r e s e n t  a t  t h e  
t i m e ,  a l though Major WATKE may have been (pgs. 1 0 ,  11). 

( 2 )  The wi tness  r e c a l l e d  t h e  r e p o r t  a s  be ing 
t h a t  a  gunship p i l o t  had observed u.S. f o r c e s  f i r i n g  i n t o  
c i v i l i a n s .  The p i l o t  had landed and ga the red  up t h e  
c i v i l i a n s  i n  o r d e r  t o  p r o t e c t  khem,had flown t o  t h e  
p o s i t i o n  o f  t h e  U.S. f o r c e s  and t o l d  them of h i s  a c t i o n s  
and t h a t  t h e s e  persons  were c i v i l i a n s  and should n o t  be 
f i r e d  a t .  H e  r e c a l l e d  Colonel HOLLADAY's r e p o r t  a s  being 
p r i m a r i l y  t h a t  c i v i l i a n s  had been caught  i n  a c r o s s f i r e ,  
n o t  t h a t  any c i v i l i a n s  were purposely  be ing f i r e d  upon. He 
a d  n o t  r e c a l l  t h e  p i l o t  having rounded up c i v i l i a n s  and having 
l i f t e d  them o u t ,  nor  any of  t h e  c o n t e n t  o f  t h e  conversa t ion  
between t h e  p i l o t  and t h e  ground commander, though he d i d  
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s t a t e  t h a t  he  cons idered  t h a t  meeting a  "conf ron ta t ion . "  
A s  he r e c a l l e d ,  t h e  p i l o t  t o l d  t h e  ground t r o o p  l e a d e r  n o t  
t o  f i r e  a t  t h o s e  persons  o r  h i s  men would f i r e  on t h e  ground 
t r o o p s  (pgs. 10, 13-15, 40, 103) .  

( 3 )  H e  noted  t h a t  t h e  l and ing  of  a  h e l i c o p t e r  i n  
t h e  m i d s t  of a f i r e  f i g h t  was normally unacceptable ,  
a l though i n  t h i s  i n s t a n c e  he thought  it was an admirable 
t h i n g  t o  have done. H e  s t a t e d  t h a t  he d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  any 
in-depth q u e s t i o n i n g  on why t h e  l and ing  was necessary  
(pgs. 17 ,  1 8 ) .  A s  he recalled t h e  r e p o r t ,  t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  
p i l o t  had landed and rounded up t h e  c i v i l i a n s  and d i r e c t e d  
them t o  a cave o r  something of t h a t  n a t u r e  f o r  t h e i r  
p r o t e c t i o n  (pgs.  13, 1 4 ,  1 7 ) .  H e  d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  hea r ing  
t h a t  t h e  c i v i l i a n s  w e r e  l i f t e d  o u t  (pg. 1 8 ) .  H e  d i d  g e t  
t h e  impress ion  from Colonel HOLLADAY's r e l a t i n g  of t h e  
i n c i d e n t  t h a t  t h e  p i l o t  was q u i t e  concerned wi th  what 
had occurred  (pg. 16 ) . 

( 4 )  The wi tness  t e s t i f i e d  t h a t  he d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  
be ing  t o l d  a t  t h e  t i m e t o f  t h e  p i l o t  observing any non- 
combatant dead (pgs.  1 4 ,  19,  103) .  Nor d i d  he r e c a l l  any 
r e l a t i o n  t h a t  t h e  p i l o t  saw a  co lo red  s o l d i e r  shoo t ing  
i n t o  some noncombatants who w e r e  i n  a d i t c h  (pgs. 18, 1041, 
o r  t h a t  a c a p t a i n  was seen shoo t ing  a  woman (pgs. 19, 1041, 
and no impress ion  was gained t h a t  t h e r e  had been any 
i n d i s c r i m i n a t e  f i r i n g  by U.S. f o r c e s  (pgs. 19,  103) .  H e  
d i d  remember h e a r i n g  t h a t  t h e  c i v i l i a n s '  p o s i t i o n s  were 
marked wi th  smoke (pg. 19)  . 

-
(5 )  Upon q u e s t i o n i n g , t h e  wi tness  f i r m l y  r e i t e r a t e d  

t h a t  t h e  impress ion  t h a t  he had was t h a t  c i v i l i a n s  were 
. 	 	caught  i n  a  c r o s s f i r e  between U.S. and enemy f o r c e s  and 

t h a t  i n  o r d e r  t o  save  them,the p i l o t  landed h i s  h e l i c o p t e r  
and took t h e  aforementioned a c t i o n s .  H e  d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  
be ing  informed of any noncombatant c a s u a l t i e s  due t o  t h e  
a c t i o n  observed by t h e  p i l o t  (pg. 1 9 ) .  

c .  General  YOUNG'S a c t i o n s  on r e c e i p t  of  t h i s  r e p o r t .  

The wi tness  a s s e r t e d  t h a t  he immediately informed 
General  KOSTER of t h e s e  a l l e g a t i o n s  between 1800 and 1815 
on t h a t  same evening,  16 March (pg. 1 0 ) .  H e  s t a t e d  t h a t  he 
f e l t  t h a t  he was t h e  f i r s t  person t o  b r i n g  t h e  a l l e g a t i o n s  
t o  t h e  d i v i s i o n  commander's a t t e n t i o n  (pgs. 36,  4 2 )  . The 
w i t n e s s  t e s t i f i e d  t h a t  he p u t  Colonel HOLLADAY's 
a l l e g a t i o n s  t o g e t h e r  wi th  t h e  body count-weapons count  and 
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k i l l  r a t i o  and a s  a r e s u l t  recommended t o  h i s  commander 
t h a t  an  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  be  d i r e c t e d  (pg. 37) .  When ques t ioned 
a s  t o  why an A r t i c l e  32, UCMJ i n v e s t i g a t i n g  o f f i c e r  from 
ano the r  u n i t  was n o t  appointed  t o  conduct a formal  
i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  he r e p l i e d ,  " I  d o n ' t  know" (pg. 38) .  The 
America1 Div i s ion  d i d  fo l low t h i s  course  of  a c t i o n  upon 
t h e  r e c e i p t  of  an a l l e g a t i o n  o f  an a t r o c i t y  a t  a l a t e r  
d a t e  (pg. 38) . ~ h & ' - : w i t n e s ss t a t e d  t h h t  he d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  
mentioning t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  of cour t -mar t i a l  charges  a g a i n s t  

' M r .  THOMPSON, t h e  p i l o t  who a l l e g e d  t h e  e v e n t s  r e p o r t e d  
(pg- 109) 

4 .  DIRECTIONS TO INVESTIGATE THE INCIDENT AT MY LAI. 

a.  General  KOSTER's i n s t r u c t i o n s  t o  General  YOUNG, 

The w i t n e s s  s t a t e d  t h a t  General KOSTER t o l d  him t o  
c o n t a c t  Colonel HENDERSON, have him i n v e s t i g a t e  t h e s e  
a l l e g a t i o n s ,  and submit a r e p o r t  a s  soon a s  p o s s i b l e  
(pgs. 10,  3 1 ) .  General  KOSTER d i d  n o t  mention t o  him 
t h a t  t h e r e  had been a r e p o r t  of  c i v i l i a n  c a s u a l t i e s  due t o  
a r t i l l e r y  f i r e  from Colonel HENDERSON, n o r  d i d  he t e l l  him 
t h a t  he had countermanded an o r d e r  of  Colonel HENDERSON 
t h a t  h i s  men sweep back through My Lai  ( 4 )  and conduct an 
a c c u r a t e  body count  c a t e g o r i z e d  by age and s e x  of  t h e  dead 
(pgs. 29, 30, 33, 43) .  The w i t n e s s  added t h a t  he r e l a t e d  
t o  General  KOSTER t h e  a l l e g a t i o n  of  t h e  noncombatants 
be ing caught  i n  a c r o s s f i r e  and t h e  c o n f r o n t a t i o n  o f  t h e  
p i l o t  and t h e  ground t r o o p  commander, b u t  t h e  d i v i s i o n  
comgtander s p e c i f i c a l l y  d i r e c t e d  t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  t o  be 
concerned wi th  t h e  shoo t ing  toward t h e  noncombatants 
(pgs. 39, 40) .  The i n v e s t i g a t i o n  was t o  i n c l u d e  gunship 
and a r t i l l e r y  f i r e  (pg. 40) .  Although he was r e q u i r e d  by 
h i s  commander t o  o r d e r  Colonel HENDERSON t o  conduct an 
i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  t h e  wi tness  s t a t e d  t h a t  he never  g o t  t h e  
i d e a  t h a t  he was t o  p e r s o n a l l y  s u p e r v i s e  t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  
(pg. 119) 

The meeting a t  Landing Zone D o t t i e .  

(1) The meetinq i t s e l f .  

The w i t n e s s  t e s t i f i e d  t h a t  he saw Colonel 
HENDERSON on t h e  morning of  t h e  1 7 t h  of March and i n s t r u c t e d  
him a s  General  KOSTER had d i r e c t e d  (pgs. 11, 12,  4 7 ) .  He 
no ted  t h a t  Major WATKE and L ieu tenan t  Colonel HOLLADAY, 
a s  w e l l  a s  L ieu tenan t  Colonel BARKER, w e r e  p r e s e n t  (pgs. 1 2 ,  
$23) .  H e  a l lowed t h a t  he was n o t  t o o  s u r e  i f  Major WATKE 
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were there (pg. 24). The meeting was held in BARKER'S 
 

living quarters at LZ Dottie and the others remained there 
 

when General YOUNG left the meeting (pgs. 25, 26, 85). The 
 

witness testified further that to the best of his recollection, 
 

the meeting at LZ Dottie lasted for only five to ten 
 

minutes (pg. 44). The witness reiterated that the meeting 
 

at LZ Dottie was rather short and that he recalled his 
 

having done most of the talking (pg. 107). 
 


(2) Relation of further information to General 
 

YOUNG. 
 


General YOUNG stated that the main thrust 
 

of the conversation at Landing Zone Dottie concerned U.S. 
 

troops catching noncombatant civilians in a crossfire 
 

(pg. 27!. He did not recall the mention of civilian 
 

casualties, of a colored soldier shooting at civilians in 
 

a ditch, or of a captain shooting a woman (pgs. 26, 27, 
 

29, 30, 45, 76). He noted that Lieutenant Colonel BARKER 
 

was surprised at the allegations, although BARKER stated 
 

that he had heard something on the 16th, had looked into it, 
 

but did not believe it (pg. 31). He did not think that 
 

BARKER'S cursory check amounted to an investigation 
 

(pg. 32). The witness added that he did not hear of 
 

General KOSTER's countermand of HENDERSON'S order at the 
 

meeting (pgs. 33, 34). The witness reiterated that the main 
 

object of the proposed investigation was to determine if 
 

U,S. forces fired into noncombatant civilians while 
 

engaging an enemy force (pg. Ill), although the 
 

confrontation between the pilot and the ground troop 
 

commander was also to be considered (pg. 110). He further 
 

asserted that he felt that an investigation was warranted 
 

even on the sketchy information he had which did not 
 

include the other allegations about which he was being 
 

questioned (pg. 85) . 
 

5. REPORTS OF INVESTIGATION. 
 


a. Reports submitted. 
 


(1) Colonel HENDERSON'S investigation. 
 


(a) The witness stated that he saw Colonel 
 

HENDERSON on the 18th of March and HENDERSON told him that 
 

he was in the process of personally investigating (pg. 48). 
 

The witness noted that General KOSTER appeared surprised 
 

when he heard that HENDERSON was personally conducting the 
 


, investigation, but could recall no comment by the General 
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(pg. 4 9 ) .  HENDERSON s t a t e d  t h a t  he was i n t e r v i e w i n g  s e v e r a l  
people and had spoken t o  t h e  commander of C h a r l i e  Company 
(pgs. 48 ,  52, 121) .  H e  t o l d  t h e  w i t n e s s  t h a t  he had 
in te rv iewed  some people and would i n t e r v i e w  o t h e r s  and 
would forward t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  a s  soon a s  p o s s i b l d  (pgs. 
48, 5 5 ) .  The w i t n e s s a s s e r t e d t h a t  he g o t  t h e  impression 
from HENDERSON t h a t  he would i n t e r v i e w  o f f i c e r s  and men who 
p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  b e f o r e  submi t t ing  h i s  r e p o r t  
(pgs. 52, 72, 121). 

(b )  The wi tness  added t h a t  he had t h e  
impression t h a t  HENDERSON had taken w r i t t e n  s t a t ements  
from those  he had in te rv iewed  (pg. 72) .  The wi tness  
f u r t h e r  s t a t e d  t h a t  he had never  r e l ayed  in fo rmat ion  of 
t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  t o  General  KOSTER from Colonel  HENDERSON, 
excep t  f o r  t h e  s t a t u s  r e p o r t  p r i o r  t o  t h e  o r i g i n a l  r e p o r t  
be ing  submit ted ,  n o r  d i d  he r e c a l l  t e l l i n g  HENDERSON 
t h a t  he was t o  p u t  h i s  o r a l  r e p o r t  i n  w r i t t e n  form (pgs.  
121, 123) .  

(c) The w i t n e s s  was s u r e  t h a t  HENDERSON 
had never  r e l a t e d  t o  him t h e  r e p o r t s  of  a c a p t a i n  shoo t ing  
a  woman o r  t h e  shoo t ing  of c i v i l i a n s .  H e  s t a t e d  t h a t  had he 
hea rd  t h i s  he would have recommended an A r t i c l e  32 
i n v e s t i g a t i o n  (pgs. 78, 79) .  F u r t h e r ,  General  YOUNG a t  no 
t i m e  r e c a b d  t e l l i n g  HENDERSON t h a t  he recommended t h a t  
General KOSTER accep t  h i s  r e p o r t  (pg. 8 0 ) .  

(2 )  Colonel  HENDERSON'S o r a l  r e p o r t .  

- The w i t n e s s  s t a t e d  t h a t  a l though he d i d  n o t  
h e a r  HENDERSON'S o r a l  r e p o r t ,  General  KOSTER t o l d  him t h a t  
one had been r e c e i v e d  and t h a t  he had t o l d  HENDERSON t o  
submit it i n  w r i t i n g  (pgs. 49, 1 2 4 ) .  H e  a s s e r t e d  f u r t h e r ,  

' 	 t h a t  he had contemplated a w r i t t e n  r e p o r t  when he had 
spoken w i t h  HENDERSON and he b e l i e v e d  t h a t  General  KOSTER 
had a l s o  (pg. 5 0 ) .  He had n o t  thought  of t h e  o r a l  r e p o r t  
a s  an i n t e r i m  r e p o r t  a t  t h e  t i m e  it was rendered ,  b u t  a s  a 
f i n a l  one (pg. 5 1 ) .  H e  s t a t e d  t h a t  he had n o t  r e l ayed  
t h e  o r d e r  t o  compile a w r i t t e n  r e p o r t  from t h e  o r a l  one 
(pg* 123) 

(YOUNG) 6 SUM APP T-19 
 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 
 



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

(3) Colonel HENDERSON'S w r i t t e n  repor t .  

Although he had never seen it, the  witness 
s t a t e d  t h a t  he w a s  c e r t a i n  t h a t  Colonel HENDERSON submitted 
a w r i t t e n  r e p o r t  subsequent t o  h i s  o r a l  r e p o r t  (pgs. 49, 
54, 124).  H e  bel ieved t h a t  t h i s  w a s  done two o r  t h r e e  
days a f t e r  t h e  o r a l  r e p o r t  a t  t h e  d i r e c t i o n  of General 
KOSTER (pgs. 57, 124) .  He t e s t i f i e d  t h a t  he had no t  seen 
Exhibi t  R-1 o r  any of i t s  inc losures ;  t h a t  he had n o t  
seen an e a r l i e r  r e p o r t  from Colonel HENDERS0N;'and t h a t  he 
had n o t  d iscussed t h e  adequacy of  HENDERSON'S r e p o r t  with 
e i t h e r  KOSTER o r  HENDERSON (pgs. 51, 54, 60, 61, 65, 73, 
80, 128).  He d i d  add t h a t  -he thought t h a t  he had seen 
HENDERSON i n  t h e  Division Commander's o f f i c e  de l ive r ing  
a w r i t t e n  r e p o r t  (pg. 53).  He r e i t e r a t e d  t h a t ,  t o  the 
b e s t  of  h i s  knowledge, t he  o r a l  and w r i t t e n  r epo r t s  were 
rendered wi th in  days of each o the r ,  and 'he  added t h a t  he 
was c e r t a i n  t h a t  n e i t h e r  was a s  la te  as 25 Apr i l  (pg. 67).  
He a s se r t ed ,  however, t h a t  he d i d  no t  be l i eve  t h a t  HENDERSON 
submitted two w r i t t e n  r e p o r t s  (pg. 68). 

( 4 )  Other repor t s .  

(a) The witness  s t a t e d  t h a t  i f  another  r e p o r t  
of an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  had come i n t o .  dbvi$ion headquarters 
from a subordinate  commander, it normally would have gone 
t o  t he  ch ie f  of s t a f f ,  t he  I G ,  o r  poss ibly  t o  t h e  JAG 
(pgs. 54, 65) .  

(b) He s t a t e d  t h a t  he had never seen Exhibi t  
R-3, a r e p o r t  from Lieutenant Colonel BARKER concerning h i s  
t ask  f o r c e ' s  a c t i o n s  on the  16th  of  March 1968, and added 
t h a t  he could n o t  exp la in  why a combat ac t ion  r e p o r t  would 
cover only one 'day ' s  operat ions  r a t h e r  than the  complete 
opera t iona l  t i m e  Ipgs. 57, 58) .  

(c )  He a l s o  noted t h a t  General KOSTER had 
never shown him any three-by-five cards  containing a break- 
down of c i v i l i a n  c a s u a l t i e s  (pg. 53) . 

(d) The witness  s t a t e d  t h a t  al though he had 
never seen inc losu re  1 t o  Exhibi t  R-1, he was f a m i l i a r  
with t h e  conten ts  of it through a r e p o r t  from Lieutenant 
Colonel GUINN,  t h e  Deputy Senior Province Advisor (pgs. 61, 
65) . He remembered t h e  a r ea  involved i n  t h e  information from 
GUINN a s  being t o  t he  no r theas t  of Quang Ngai Ci ty  and 
recalled t h e  names\ "Tu Cung" and "Co Lay" (pg - 6  3) . He 
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s t a t e d  t h a t  he bel ieved he go t  t he  r e p o r t  from G U I N N  i n  the  
l a t t e r  p a r t  of May , a f t e r  t he  d a t e  of HENDERSON'S r e p o r t ,  
Exhibi t  R-1 (pgs. 64, 65) .  

( e )  The witness a s se r t ed  t h a t  he was unaware 
of another  r e p o r t  being submitted t o  d i v i s i o n  around the  
20th of March 1968, o r  of an inves t iga t ion  conducted by the  
d iv i s ion  s t a f f  (pgs. 87, 88) .  He added t h a t  he could no t  
r e c a l l  General KOSTER mentioning anything about having 
a formal r e p o r t  prepared, o r  h i s  going t o  Duc Pho t o  speak 
t o  HENDERSON about t h e  requirement, o r  h i s  okaying BARKER 
a s  t h e  o f f i c e r  t o  conduct the  i nves t iga t ion  (pgs. 91-94, 
126).  Fur ther ,  he s a i d  t h a t  he knew of no America1 
d i r e c t i v e  concerning the  preparat ion of a formal r epo r t  
(pg. 9 4 ) .  He s t a t e d  t h a t  he had seen no formal r e p o r t  with 
signed s ta tements ,  nor d id  he know of anything which 
would have requi red  a  formal r e p o r t  a f t e r  HENDERSON'S 
w r i t t e n  r e p o r t  (pgs. 94, 95,  127) .  He a s se r t ed  t h a t  he had 
never seen Exhib i t  M-5, a l e t t e r  from the  Son Tinh D i s t r i c t  
Chief t o  t he  Province Chief, concerning a l leged  c i v i l i a n  
deaths (pg. 91) .  

b. Substance of t h e  repor t s .  

Although General KOSTER never spoke with the  
witness of t h e  adequacy of HENDERSON'S r e p o r t  (supra ,  
para.  5 a ( 3 ) ) h e  was apparent ly  s a t i s f i e d  with it. He d id  
i n d i c a t e  t h a t  t he  r e p o r t  showed t h a t  t he  a l l e g a t i o n s  were 
groundless (pgs. 51, 73) .  The witness  added t h a t  were 
Exh-ibit R-1 submitted t o  him as HENDERSON'S w r i t t e n  r e p o r t ,  
he would have deemed it inadequate and recommended t h a t  it 
not  be accepted (pg. 60) .  Colonel HENDERSON had spoken 
with  s e v e r a l  persons and~~determined t h a t  noncombatant 
deaths  i n  the  a r ea  of My Lai were due t o  a r t i l l e r y  f i r e  
(pgs. 71, 72) .  The witness t e s t i f i e d  t h a t  he was t o l d  
by both HENDERSON and KOSTER t h a t  the  i nves t iga t ion  un­
covered no ind isc r imina te  K i l l i n g  of c i v i l i a n s  and t h a t  
t h e r e  was no ind isc r imina te  burning of homes i n  My Lai 
(pgs. 1 1 2 ,  113) .  He d i d  no t  r e c a l l  re lay ing  t o  KOSTER 
t h e  r e s u l t s  of HENDERSON'S inves t iga t ion  (pg. 116) . The 
witness d i d  a s s e r t  t h a t  he never g o t  the  impression t h a t  
t he  d iv i s ion  commander was keeping the  information concerning 
the  i nves t iga t ion  t o  himself ,al though he added t h a t  he 
d i d  no t  f e e l  as i f  he were a s  deeply involved i n  t he  a f f a i r  
a s  e i t h e r  KOSTER o r  HENDERSON (pg. 120) .  
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c. Actions taken upon r e c e i p t  of the  r epo r t s .  

(1) The wi tness  t e s t i f i e d  t h a t  as a r e s u l t  of 
d i scuss ing  t h e  i nves t iga t ion  with  Colonel HENDERSON he 
received the  impression t h a t  t he  a l l e g a t i o n s  w e r e  unfounded 
and t h a t  t h e  a c t s  a l l eged  had no t  occurred (pg. 73) .  This 
was bo l s t e r ed  by the  f a c t  t h a t  General KOSTER was 
apparent ly  s a t i s f i e d  with t he  r epo r t  (pgs. 73, 87) .  He 
seemed unsure of whether o r  no t  he had informed Colonel 
HOLLADAY of t h e  r e s u l t s  of  t he  i nves t iga t ion ,  but  bel ieved 
he d i d  (pgs. 69-71). H e  s t a t e d  t h a t  he bel ieved t h a t  he 
had t o l d  HOLLADAY and t h a t  HOLLADAY had reac ted  a s  i f  maybe 
the a l l e g a t i o n s  were unfounded (pgs. 68, 69) .  He added 
t h a t  he d i d  no t  be l i eve  t h a t  General KOSTER had spoken t o  
HOLLADAY of t h e  r e p o r t ' s  f ind ings  (pg. 69) . H e  a l s o  
noted t h a t  he bel ieved t h a t  he discussed the  f ind ings  
of t h e  r e p o r t  with Colonel PARSON, General GALLOWAY, and 
Colonel TREXLER (pg. 112). He a l s o  allowed t h a t  he d i d  
not  r e c a l l  eve r  d i scuss ing  My L a i  wi th  Colonel TOAN o r  
General LAM (pg. 97) .  

( 2 )  General YOUNG t e s t i f i e d  emphatically t h a t  he 
made abso lu te ly  no at tempt t o  cover up the  a l l e g a t i o n s  o r  
the  i nc iden t  (pg. 98) . He added t h a t  although information 
could have been kep t  from him and General KOSTER, he d i d  
not  be l i eve  t h a t  t h i s  happened (pg. 81) .  H e  a s se r t ed  
t h a t  had he thought t h a t  t h e  a l l e g a t i o n s  were i n  any way 
supported, he would have recommended t h a t  an o f f i c e r  from 
a t s i d e  of t h e  11th  Brigade be appointed t o  conduct 
a formal i nves t iga t ion  a s  was done on the  r e c e i p t  of another 
a l r ega t ion  i n  June (pgs. 38, 78, 80).  

6. OTHER INFORMATION. 

a. Knowledge of  regula t ions .  

The witness  s t a t e d  t h a t  he recognized MACV 
Di rec t ives  20-4 and 525-3. He noted t h a t  he w a s  n o t  
f ami l i a r  with I11 MAF Order 5820.1 (pg. 95) .  H e  was a l s o  
f ami l i a r  wi th  t h e  America1 Regulation 525-4 (pg. 59) .  H e  
s t a t e d  t h a t  he w a s  f a m i l i a r  with t he  America1 l e t t e r  of t he  
24th of March which concerned t h e  safeguarding of non­
combatants, b u t  d i d  no t  a s soc i a t e  it i n  any way w i t h  the  
i nc iden t  a t  My Lai (pg. 59) .  
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b. Opinion of Lieutenant Colonel HOLLADAY. 
 


Although Lieutenant Colonel HOLLADAY1s 
 

efficiency report was 15 months late in being processed 
 

and signed, this was administrative error and in no way 
 

reflected on the calibe~ of the man (pgs. 89, 90). The 
 

witness opined that HOLLADAY was a fine officer (pg. 89). 
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E X H I B I T S  

EXHIBIT 
NUMBER DESCFEEPTION ' NOTES PAGES 

V nirective 20-4 R e c o s n i z e d  bv w i t .  6 

FIrnerical R e s  5 2 5 - 4  W i t  f a m i l i a r  w i t h .  5 9  

v -e 5 2 5-3 R e c o s n i z e d  by w i t .  9 5  
rAN's letter to KHIEN, 
28 M a r  ( t r a n s )  N e v e r  seen by w i t .  9 1  

-

I 
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SUMMARY OF RECALL TESTIMONY 

WITNESS: YOUNG, George H. BG 

DATE OF TESTIMONY: 17 February 1970 

PLACE OF TESTIMONY: Pentagon 

WITNESS SUSPECTED OF: Fa i lu re  t o  obey and v i o l a t i o n  of 
genera l  r egu la t ions ,  d e r e l i c t i o n  of  duty ,  wkthholding of  
information,  f a l s e l y  t e s t i f y i n g ,  suppression of information,  
and conspiracy t o  suppress information.  c4 
 


COUNSEL: None 

DUTY ASSIGNMENT ON 16 MARCH 1968: A s s i s t a n t  Division 
Commander, America1 Division.  

1. KNOWLEDGE OF THE OPERATION AND THE WITNESS' ACTIONS 
DURING THAT TIME PERIOD. 

a. R e c a l l . o f  t h e  wi tness1  a c t i v i t i e s .  

The witness  t e s t i f i e d  t h a t  he r e c a l l e d  no t  being 
in '  the a rea  of t h e  Task Force Barker operatzon on 16 March 
1968 (pg. 135) .  H e  d i d  no t  r e c a l l  Lieutenant General 
DOL~MANv i s i t i n g  h i s  d iv i s ion  on t h e  16 th ,  though he 
s t a t e d  it w a s  pos s ib l e  t h a t  he was t h e r e  (pg. 1 3 6 ) .  H e  
noted t h a t  on t h e  17th of March he may have flown over 
t h e  area of opera t ion  and possibly  seen some f i r e s ,  b u t  
he d i d  no t  recall  it (pg. 146) .  H e  d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  what 
happened a t  Landing Zone Dot t ie  on t h e  17 th ,  although 
a log  e n t r y  showed him t h e r e  f o r  a per iod (pg. 145) .  
H e  added t h a t  he r e c a l l e d  no b r i e f i n g  t h e r e  a t  that  time, 
inc lud ing  t h e  mention of c iv i l i ans  having been k i l l e d  by 
a r t i l l e r y  (pgs. 184, 185) .  H e  d i d  no t  recall r i d i n g  i n  a 
h e l i c o p t e r  wi th  Chaplain LEWIS on t h e  day following the 
a l l eged  inc iden t  and being t o l d  of Warrant Of f i ce r  THOMPSON'S 
a l l e g a t i o n s  made t o  another  chaplain  (pg. 189) . 

Conversation i n  h e l i c o p t e r  with Colonel TREXLER. 

$he witness  s t a t e d  he could no t  r e c a l l  any conversation 

(YOUNG) 1 SUM APP T-19A 
FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 
 


wi th  Colonel TREXLER i n  which he ind i ca t ed  t h a t  u n i t s  
had burned v i l l a g e s  and hootches ind isc r imina te ly  (pgs. 148, 
1 4 9 ) .  H e  s t a t e d  t h a t i f t h e  conversation took place  i n  a 
h e l i c o p t e r  as  averred he might have been speaking of 
burning he was  then see ing  (pg. 149) . H e  r e i t e r a t e d  t h a t  
he was no t  speaking of ac t ion  of 16 March 1968 (pg. 1 4 9 ) .  
He noted he w a s  concerned over any unwarranted des t ruc t ion  
of p r i v a t e  proper ty  (pg. 149) . 

c .  P r i o r  knowledae of t he  operat ion.  

The witness  s t a t e d  t h a t  he seemed t o  r e c a l l  the  
commander's b r i e f i n g  on t h e  morning of 16 March when it 
was repor ted  t h a t  t h e  opera t ion  had begun (pg. 181) . H e  
a l s o  noted t h a t  he bel ieved t h a t  e i t h e r  Colonel HENDERSON 
o r  a member cf t he  s t a f f  b r i e f e d  them on the  operat ion 
p r i o r  t o  t h e  16th  (pg. 181) .  The witness a s s e r t e d  t h a t  
a t  t he  morning b r i e f i n g  on the  16 th ,  they were t o l d  of the  
general  concept of t h e  opera t ion ,  t he  ob jec t ives ,  and the  
l oca t ion  of t h e  landing zone; however, he s t a t e d  he had 
no s p e c i f i c  r e c o l l e c t i o n  of t h i s  (pgs. 182, 183) .  He 
averred t h a t  he was no t  aware t h a t  t he  opera t ion  had no 
planned provis ion f o r  t h e  handling of c i v i l i a n s  found i n  
t h a t  a rea  (pg. 183) . 

d. Division approval of opera t ions .  

The witness  t e s t i f i e d  t h a t  he could no t  r e c a l l  
t he  po l icy  s p e c i f i c a l l y ,  b u t  bel ieved t h a t  opera t ions  
required d i v i s i o n  approval ,  e i t h e r  through t h e  G3 o r  verba l ly  
from General KOSTER (pgs. 181, 182) .  He could no t  r e c a l l  
persona l ly  d i scuss ing  t h e  planned opera t ion  with the  
11th  In fan t ry  Brigade commander (pg. 182) . 
2. INITIAL MEETING WITH HOLLADAY AND WATKE. 

Af te r  being o r i en t ed  a s  t o  t h e  chronology of events  
, , 	 	 a s  determined by o t h e r  testimony, t h e  wi tness  r e i t e r a t e d  

t h a t  he d i d  no t  r e c a l l  t h e  name of t h e  p i l o t  concerned; 
t h a t  he s t i l l  thought t h e  d i scuss ion  between KOSTER and 
him took p lace  on t h e  af ternoon of t h e  16th;  and t h a t  the  
r epo r t  he received from Colonel HOLLADAY and Major WATKE 
was t h a t  a  h e l i c o p t e r  p i l o t  had observed ground forces  
f i r i n g  i n t o  an a rea  occupied by noncombatant c i v i l i a n s  
caught i n  a c r o s s - f i r e  a s  t h e  U.S. fo rces  engaged the  
enemy (pg. 137) .  The witness  added t h a t  he had no ind ica t ion  
t h a t  t h e r e  had been noncombatant c a s u a l t i e s  a s  a r e s u l t  of 
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a croaa-fire or On Highway 521, or -at had there  been 
any smoke used t o  mark wounded noncombatants. H e  reca l led  
no mentJon of a d i t c h  (pg. 138). H e  s t a t e d  t h a t  he t o l d  
HOLLADAY t o  meet him a t  Landing Zone Dottie (pg. 139).  
H e  t e s t i f i e d  t o  the in ter rogators  t h a t  the  above. was h i s  
recol lec t ion ,  and noted t h a t  he could not  subs tan t i a t e  
HOLLADAY1s contrary testimony (pgs. 1 4 2 ,  143).  

3. YOUNG1s I N I T I A L  REPORT TO KOSTER. 

The witness s t a t e d  t h a t  he informed General KOSTER 
of HOLLADAYVs repor t  a t  h i s  f i r s t  opportunity (pg. 143).  
The witness  added t h a t  i n  h i s  conversation with General 
KOSTER no mention was made 6e c i v i l i a n  casua l t i e s  
nor was anything s a i d  about an order  f o r  a body count 
which w a s  countermanded by KOSTER (pg. 1 4 4 ) .  No con­
aiderat ion was given t o  involving the  Judge Advocate 
or the  Inspector General of the  divis ion s t a f f  i n  the  
inves t iga t ion  which General KOSTER t o l d  General YOUNG 
t o  d i r e c t  Colonel HENDERSON t o  i n i t i a t e  (pg. 143). The 
witness noted that he did not  know whether anyone e l s e  
i n  t he  d iv is ion  headquarters knew t h a t  he had been 
ins t ruc ted  t o  d i r e c t  HENDERSON t o  make t h i s  inves t iga t ion  
(pg. 1 4 4 ) .  The a l lega t ion  of the  he l icopter  p i l o t  t h a t  
noncombatants had been caught i n  a c r o s s f i r e  of U.S. 
troops w a s  considered by the  wi tness  t o  be such a ser ious 
occurrence t h a t  he brought it t o  the a t t en t ion  of the  
divis ion commander and r e c o d n d e d  t h a t  an inves t iga t ion  
be i n i t i a t e d  (pgs. 148, 154) .  The witness allowed t h a t  
he d id  not  know personally whether there  w a s  any offense 
c o W t t e d  by t h i s  ac t ion ,  and he s t a t e d  t h a t  he preferred 
t o  s tand on h i s  p r i o r  testimony as t o  what possible  offenses 
KOSTER thought might have been committed (pg. 154).  

4. INSTRUCTIONS TO COLONEL HENDERSON. 

The witness t e s t i f i e d  t h a t  when he met HENDERSON, 
HOLLADAY, BARKER, and WATKE i n  the  van a t  Landing Zone 
Dottie on the  morning of the  18th,  which he had previously 
thought t o  be the  17th,  he ins t ruc ted  HENDERSON according 
t o  KOSTER's d i rec t ion  and he t o l d  HENDERSON t h a t  the  others  
present could b r i e f  him on what had been reported (pg. 1 4 7 ) .  
The witness asser ted  t h a t  he did not  recall being present  
when HENDERSON w a s  thus br ie fed ,  and aff i rmatively added 
t h a t  he could not  r e c a l l  t h i s  being done i n  h i s  presence 
(pg. 147). When questioned about the  possible  subjec t  
of t h i s  inves t iga t ion ,  the  witness r e i t e r a t e d  t h a t  it would 
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not  only cover t h e  c i v i l i a n s  being caught i n  t he  c r o s s f i r e ,  
bu t  a l s o  t h e  conf ron ta t ion  between the  U.S. p i l o t  and 
the  ground platoon l eade r  (pgs. 153, 154) .  He added t h a t  
h i s  p r i o r  testimony included t o  t h e  b e s t  of h i s  knowledge 
the  i n s t r u c t i o n s  he r e l a t e d  t o  HENDERSON upon KOSTER's 
d i r e c t i o n  (pg. 188 ,189)Tk ins t ruc t ions  given t o  HENDERSON 
were considered t o  be adequate s ince  they conformed t o  
t h e  d i r e c t i o n s  of  General KOSTER,accolding t o  t h e  witness 
(pg. 147) .  The witness  admitted t h a t  when he i n s t r u c t e d  
HENDERSON t o  i n i t a t e  an i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  he d id  no t  go i n t o  
t h e  mat te r  any f u r t h e r ,  bu t  j u s t  assumed t h a t  t he  inves t iga t ion  
would be conducted formally.  (pg. 148) . 
5. INVESTIGATION OF THE INCIDENT BY COLONEL HENDERSON, 
AND THE WITNESS' INVOLVEMENT. 

The witness  s t a t e d  t h a t  he questioned HENDERSON a s  
o f t en  a s  he saw him i n  order  t o  determine t h e  s t a t u s  of 
t he  i nves t iga t ion .  HENDERSON r e p l i e d  t h a t  he was conducting 
t h e  i nves t iga t ion  personal ly  and speaking t o  var ious  
pa r t i c ipan t s , a l t hough  he d i d  no t  mention t h e  names of t he  
people he had spoken t o  (pg. 150) .  The witness  d id  not  
r e c a l l  HENDERSON saying t h a t  he had spoken with Captain 
MEDINA o r  t o  a l a r g e  number of men of ~ / 1 / 2 0  (pg. 150) . 
The witness  added t h a t  HENDERSON t o l d  him t h a t  he had 
spoken t o  personnel  of  t h e  av i a t i on  u n i t ,  although he 
named no names (pgs. 150, 151) .  The witness  a s s e r t e d ,  
when confronted with t h e  previous impression of t h e  
committee t h a t  he had dropped ou t  of  t h e  p i c t u r e  and 
allowed KOSTER t o  keep i n  t o u h w i t h  HENDERSON personal ly  
concerning the  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  t h a t  he honest ly  d i d  h i s  
b e s t  t o  follow-up on t h e  i nves t iga t ion  and keep General 
KOSTER informed of  t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ' s  progress (pg. 151) . 
H e  added, t h a t  'he d i d  h i s  b e s t  t o  check with  HENDERSON 
and in su re  t h a t  t h e  d iv i s ion  commander's i n s t r u c t i o n s  were 
followed (pg. 153) .  H e  noted,  however, t h a t  KOSTER t o l d  
him t h a t  he ,  too ,  had spoken with HENDERSON (pg. 151) .  
Af te r  l ea rn ing  of  HENDERSON'S o r i g i n a l  o r a l  r e p o r t ,  t he  
wi tness  s t a t e d  t h a t  heron one occasiontquest ioned HENDERSON 
about when he would submit h i s  w r i t t e n  follow-up of t h a t  
o r a l  r e p o r t  (pg. 156) .  

6 .  KNOWLEDGE OF THE REPORTS OF THE INVESTIGATION. 

Knowledge of t h e  submission of t h e  r epo r t s .  

The witness  s t a t e d  t h a t  once when he spoke with 
HENDERSON, he w a s  t o l d  t h a t  a verba l  r e p o r t  had been submitted* 
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When General KOSTER was asked had he  received t h i s  r e p o r t ,  
he answered a f f i rma t ive ly  and added t h a t  he had d i r e c t e d  
HENDERSON t o  p lace  t h i s  ixl wr i t i ng  (pgs. 152, 153) .  The 
witness  noted t h a t  t h i s  o rder  was no t  t ransmi t ted  through 
him, and added t h a t  he had no knowledge of anyone e l s e  
being f ami l ip r  wi th  t h e  i n s t r u c t i o n  t o  prepare  t h e  w r i t t e n  
r epo r t  (pg. 153 ) .  The witness  r e l a t e d  t h a t  t o  t h e  b e s t  
of  h i s  knowledge HENDERSON personal ly  de l ive red  h i s  w r i t t e n  
r e p o r t  t o  KOSTER i n  t h e  d iv i s ion  commander's o f f i c e .  
He s a i d  t h a t  KOSTER had t o l d  him t h a t  he had received 
HENDERSON'S w r i t t e n  r epo r t  based on h i s  o r a l  r e p o r t  
(pgs. 157, 172) . The witness  r e i t e r a t e d  t h a t  a l l  H e  
a c t u a l l y  knew cf t h e  w r i t t e n  r e p o r t  w a s  t h a t  General 
KOSTER had received it (pg. 170) .  The witness  a s se r t ed  
he d i d  no t  r e c a l l  any i n s t r u c t i o n  t o  Colonel PARSON 
concerning t h e  r e p o r t  (pg. 172) .  

b .  Information from Lieutenant Colon&l BARKER 
concerninq t h e  r e p o r t .  

The witness  s t a t e d  t h a t  he attempted t o  v i s i t  
each f i r e  base every day, and although he d id  r e c a l l  
speaking t o  Lieutenant Colonel BARKER about t h e  opera t ion  
he d i d  n o t  s p e c i f i c a l l y  r e c a l l  t h e  conversation.  The 
witness  added that he d i d  no t  r e c a l l  ever  speaking t o  
BARKER about t h e  i nves t iga t ion  (pgs. 157-159). The 
witness  o f f e r e d  t h a t  s i n c e  HENDERSON w a s  conducting the 
i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  he thought it b e s t  t o  wai t  and s e e  t h e  
r e s u l t s  of t h a t  i nves t iga t ion  before  persona l ly  asking 
quest ions  about t h e  qperation (pg. 159) .  

c. Knowledge of substance of t h e  r epo r t s .  

The witness  s t a t e d  he d i d  no t  r e c a l l  KOSTER 
t e l l i n g  him o f  t h e  substance of HENDERSON'8 r e p o r t  
(pg. 152) .  H e  added t h a t  he r e c a l l e d  t h e  r e s u l t  of t he  
inGest igat ion being t h a t  t h e  a l l e g a t i o n s  of  f r i e n d l y  
fo rces  engaging noncombatants i n  a c r o s s f i r e  were untrue  
and t h a t  t h e  c i v i l i a n s  had been k i l l e d  by a r t i l l e r y  f i r e  
(pg. 159) .  H e  d i d  no t  r e c a l l  t h e  w r i t t e n  r e p o r t  s p e c i f i c a l l y  
mentioning t h e  a l l e g a t i o n  of t h e  warrant  o f f i c e r ,  bu t  s t a t e d  
he thought it had s a i d  t h a t  approximately 29 noncombatants 
were k i l l e d  by a r t i l l e r y  f i r e  (pgs. 155, 156) .  The witness  
a s s e r t e d  t h a t  t o  t h e  hest of h i s  r e c o l l e c t i o n  HENDERSON 
t o l d  him later  t h a t  h i s  f ind ings  were e s s e n t i a l l y  t h e  same 
aa he himself had seen contained i n  HENDERSON'S w r i t t e n  
r epo r t  (E*ibit R-1) which he had seen during h i s  p r i o r  
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i n t e r roga t ion  (pg. 155) .  Upon f u r t h e r  quest ioning the  
witness again  s t a t e d  t h a t  t o  t he  b e s t  of h i s  knowledge the  
w r i t t e n  r e p o r t  which he be l ieved  HENDERSON made w a s  t he  one 
dated 24 Apri l .  When it w a s  pointed o u t  t o  t he  wi tness  t h a t  
t h e  r e p o r t  dated 2 4  Apr i l  was no t  based on the  o r i g i n a l  o r a l  
r epo r t  which he had given General KOSTER, the  wi tness  s t a t e d  
he was under t h e  impression t h a t  the  o r a l  repor t 'was  the  
b a s i s  f o r  t h i s  2 4  Apr i l  w r i t t e n  r e p o r t  (pg. 156) .  

d. HENDERSON'S r e p o r t ,  dated 24 Apr i l .  

Tne witness  t e s t i f i e d  t h a t  the  only w f i t t e n  r epo r t  
of HENDERSON'S t h a t  he had seen was t h a t  dated 24 Apr i l ,  and if it  
Was not  based on HENDERSON'S o r a l  r e p o r t ,  t he  witness s t a t e d  
he has no t  seen t h e  r e p o r t  i n  quest ion (pg. 157) .  The witness 
pointed o u t  t h a t  t h e  f i r s t  time he had seen HENDERSON'S repor t ,  
dated 2 4  Apri l  (Exhibi t  R-1) ,was when it was shown t o  him on 
tne  13tn of  December when he was t e s t i f y i n g  (pg. 173) .  The 
witness admitted t h a t  a f t e r  being b r i e f e d  he could see  t h a t  
Exhibi t  R-1  was c l e a r l y  no t  r e l a t e d  t o  HENDERSON'S o r a l  re ­
p o r t  as  he had thought,  b u t  added t h a t  it was h i s  impression 
t h a t  t h e r e  was a w r i t t e n  r e p o r t  containing t h e  same information 
as t h e  o r a l  r epo r t .  That information was t h a t  t he re  was no 
b a s i s  f o r  t h e  a l l e g a t i o n s  (pgs. 164, 172) .  The witness  asserted 
t h a t  he had never seen HENDERSON'S r e p o r t  dated 2 4  Apr i l  
before  appearing before  t h e  Peers Inquiry (pg. 1 6 4 ) .  He 
added t h a t  he r e c a l l e d  no i n s t r u c t i o n  i s s u i n g  from KOSTER t o  
HENDERSON t o  conduct a formal i nves t iga t ion  a s  t h e - r e s u l t  of 
the  r e c e i p t  of t h a t  r e p o r t ,  nor any d i r e c t i v e  i s sued  by 
KOSTER a s  a r e s u l t  of  t h a t  r e p o r t  (pgs. 173, 174) .  

7. KNOWLEDGE OF REPORTS FROM LIEUTENANT COLONEL G U I N N  
AND SUBSEQUENT ACTION. 

a.  L e t t e r  i n  G U I N N ' s  possession a l l eg ing  a t r o c i t i e s .  

The witness  t e s t i f i e d  t h a t  GUINN t o l d  him of a 
l e t t e r  he had i n  h i s  possession from a  v i l l a g e  ch ie f  t o  h i s  
province chief  a l l eg ing  a t r o c i t i e s  by U.S. fo rces  (pgs. 161­
164) .  The witness  s t a t e d  he d i d  not  connect t h i s  with t he  
Son My a r e a ,  b u t  bel ieved t h a t  t h e  i nc iden t  a l l eged  was s a i d  
t o  have occurred t o  t h e  no r theas t  o f  Quang Ngai i n  May (pgs. 
161, 162, 166) .  H e  d i d  no t  t i e  it i n  with t he  16 March 
opera t ion  o r  t he  low weapons t o  body count r a t i o  of t h a t  day 
(pg. 166) .  H e  r e c a l l e d  t h a t  GUINN t o l d  him t h a t  the  province 
chief  was going t o  i n v e s t i g a t e  t h i s  information (pgs. 1 6 2 ,  1 6 7 1  
170, 171) .  The witness  added t h a t  he personal ly  never saw a 
copy of  t h i s  ( ~ g s . 1 6 5 ~ 1 6 8 ) .l e t t e r  Although G U I N N  d id  not  pass 
t h e  l e t t e r  o f f  a s  containing only VC propaganda, he d id  not  

(YOUNG, 6 SUM APP T-19A 
FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 



FOR OFFICIAL USE O N L Y '  
  


seem t o  be too  concerned about i t , ' a n d  did not appear 
t h a t  he had connected t h i s  information with the  1 6  March 
operation (pgs. 163, 169).  The witness asser ted  t h a t  he 
did not  r e c a l l  GUINN saying t h a t  he would personally 
inves t iga te  the  information i n  t h i s  l e t t e r ,  nor aaying 
t h a t  he would have the  Son Tinh District Advisory Unit 
look i n t o  the  matter (pgs. 167, 177, 178) . 

b. Action upon re 'ceipt  of'this information from GUINN.  

The witness t e s t i f i e d  t h a t  he informed KOSTER 
of the  information he received from GUINN,  but he has 
no s p e c i f i c  recol lec t ion  of t h a t  conversation (pgs. 163).  
The witness s t a t e d  fu r the r  t h a t  he did not r e c a l l  KOSTER 
t e l l i n g  HENDERSON t o  inves t iga te  these a l l ega t ions ,  nor 
giving him fu r the r  ins t ruht ions  about these a l lega t ions  
(pgs. 163, 166) . Further,  he d id  not recall KOSTER t e l l i n g  
him of the  meeting w i t h  Colonel XHIEN o r  HENDERSON 
concerning t h i s  incident  (pgs. 165). H e  added t h a t  he 
himself did not  give GUINN any ins t ruc t ions ,  and noted 
t h a t  the  information d id  not  s t r i k e  him as being too 
s t range,  although i t  did now (pgs. 163, 167) . The 
witness knew of no repor t  having been entered a t  d iv is ion  
headquarters about these a l lega t ions  (pg. 167). 

8. CONVERSATIONS AND OTHER INFORMATION CONCERNING THE 
INCIDENT AT MY LAI.  

. The witness t e s t i f i e d  t h a t  h e d i d  not  r e c a l l  ever 
speaking t o  Colonel TOAN o r  t o  Colonel KHIEN about the 
inoident  a t  My L a i  (pg. 1 6 1 )  . H e  t e s t i f i e d  fu r the r  
t h a t  he had no knowledge of KOSTER ever speakin with 
Colonel TOAN, no knowledge of the  V i e t  Cong proBaganda 
enclosed i n  Exhibit  R-1, and no knowledge of a l e t te r  from 
the  Son My Vil lage -chief  (Exhibit  M-34) (pgs. 1 6 0 ,  161). 
He added t h a t  he had never seen Colonel TOAN's  d i r ec t ive  
t o  the  Quang Ngai Sector dated 15 April  and mentioned t h a t  
GUINN d id  not  t e l l  him of t h i s  (pg. 177).  A s  concerns the 
upsurge i n  a c t i v i t y  between the  2d ARVN Division, Quang 
Ngai Province, and the  A m e r i c a 1  Division i n  the  period 
around the  middle of May, the  witness s t a t e d  he could not 
recall it (pgs. 164, 165).  
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9. OTHER INFORMATION. 

a .  Exhib i t s .  

Exhibi ts  noted by t h e  witness a r e  l i s t e d ,  i n f r a .  

b. B r i e f ing  on a mat ter  of VC propaganda. 

The witness  recounted t h a t  e i t h e r  Colonel TREXLER 
o r  ~ o l o n e iANISTRANSKI b r i e f e d  the  d iv i s ion  s t a f f  a t  a 
morning b r i e f i n g  concerning a piece  of propaganda. He d id  
no t  r e c a l l  t h i s  being s p e c i f i c a l l y  r e l a t e d  t o  t he  i nc iden t  
of 1 6  March. The witness  ind ica ted  t h a t  t he  mat ter  b r i e f ed  
could have been e i t h e r  Exhib i t  M-33 o r  M-35, t he  former 
being a t r a n s c r i p t  of a V i e t  Cong propaganda Cape and the  
l a t t e r  being a ' ~ i e tCong propaganda l e a f  l e t  (pgs. 179, 180) . 

c. Formal r e p o r t  concerning the  i nc iden t  of 1 6  March. 

The witness  a s se r t ed  t h a t  he ;could not  r e c a l l  seeing 
a formal document coming i n t o  t h e  headquarters around 
20 May 1968 containing from 20 t o  25 signed s ta tements  
concerning t h e  i nc iden t  of 16 March (pgs. 174, 175 ) .  

d. Functioning of  Americal Division s t a f f .  

The witness  opined t h a t  t he  d iv i s ion  s t a f f ,  i n  
p a r t i c u l a r  t h e  G 2 ,  G3, and G5 worked we12 toge ther  and 
had no p a r t i c u l a r  c o n f l i c t s  (pgs. 190, 191) . He s t a t e d  
f u r t h e r  t h a t  he be l ieved  t h a t  KOSTER proper ly  u t i l i z e d  
t h e  s t a f f  and w a s  no t  over cen t r a l i zed .  He bel ieved 
t h a t  KOSTER had confidence in: Colonel PARSON, General 
GALLOWAY, h imse l f ,  and the  o the r  members of t h e  s t a f f ,  but 
could n o t  name any p a r t i c u l a r  s t a f f  member upon whom 
General KOSTER r e l i e d  more heavi ly  than any o the r s  (pgs. 190-193) 
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EXHIBITS 
I 

EXHIBIT 
NUMBER DESCRIPTION NOTES PAGES 

W i t  had no know-
M- 30 Statement of RODRIGUEZ ledge and could no t  

account f o r  
s i m i l i a r i t y  t o  R-1. 178 

Census Grievance Report, W i t  had no know; ; 

M- 31 18 Mar 68 ledge. 179a 

TAN'S l e t t e r  t o  K H I E N ,  W i t  had no know? , ' Z 6 0 ,  
M-34 , 11 Apr ( t r a n s )  (Quang ledge. 161. 

Ngal Prov) . 
. .  

1 TOAN1s  d i r e c t i v e  t o  Witness had no 
M-32 I i n v e s t i s a t e .  knowledge. '177 

j Transc r ip t  of  VC propa- Reca l ld  p o s s i b i l i t y  .' 
-M-33 ganda tape .  	  	 t h a t  t h i s  was ­

b r i e f e d  a t  d iv .  I ? 

280 ! . 
Recalled p o s s i i b i l i t ~  

M- 35 VC propaganda l e a f l e t  t h a t  t h i s  w a s  , 
b r i e f e d  a t  div .  ' 7'0- t

\ 	 	
j 

179 
Memo f o r  DC, 2d ARVN w i t  had no know-

M- 36 Div, 1 2  Apr 68 ledge.  175 
Chronology o t  activity: A m l t t e a  l n t o  

M-116 YOUNG evidence. z-
d w i t  naa no 

R-1 HENDERSON'S r e p o r t  knowledge of  t h i s ,  160,-
i n c ~ u d l n g  
inc losu re ,  he had- -z 
seen 

lncl :.::I66 
 


MAP-1 	 	 Wall map W i t  observed. 138 
Map showing var ious  ~dmit teal n t o  I 

MAP-9 ope ra t iona l  a reas .  	  	 evidence. ' 
! \ 130 

I 

. 
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(The hear ing  reconvened a t  1 1 4 1  hours ,  13 
December 1969.) 

10: The hea r ing  w i l l  come t o  order .  

RCDR: The fol lowing named persons a r e  present :  LTG PEERS, 
MR WEST, MR MACCRATE, MR WALSH, COL MILLER, and MAJ LYNN. 

S i r ,  t h e  next  wi tness  i s  Br igad ie r  General George 
H. YOUNG. 

(BG YOUNG was c a l l e d  as  a  wi tness ,  was sworn, 
and t e s t i f i e d  a s  follows:) 

10: General  YOUNG, I wish t o  inform you of s e v e r a l  
mat te rs .  This i n v e s t i g a t i o n  was d i r e c t e d  j o i n t l y  by t h e  
Sec re ta ry  of t h e  Army and t h e  Chief of S t a f f ,  U. S .  Army, 
f o r  t h e  purpose of determining f a c t s  and making f indings  
and recommendations concerning two mat ters  : 

(1) t h e  adequacy of p r i o r  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  and 
i n q u i r i e s  i n t o  and subsequent reviews and r e p o r t s  wi th in  
the  chain of command of what i s  now commonly r e f e r r e d  t o  
as  t h e  My La i  ( 4 )  i n c i d e n t  of 1 6  March 1968, and 

( 2 )  t h e  p o s s i b l e  suppress ion  o r  withholding of 
information by any person who had a duty t o  r e p o r t  and fur -  
n ish  information concerning t h e  i n c i d e n t .  This i n v e s t i g a t i o n  
i s  n o t  be ing  conducted t o  i n v e s t i g a t e  a l l  t h e  f a c t s  and c i r -  
cumstances surrounding what happened a t  My La i  on 16 March 
1968. I t  i s  d i r e c t e d  a t  those  s p e c i f i c  purposes t h a t  I have 
j u s t  s t a t e d .  

Do you have any q u e s t i o n s ,  General YOUNG, on these  
two purposes? 

A. N o ,  sir. 

Q- I have had made a v a i l a b l e  t o  me and have reviewed 
o f f i c i a l  s ta tements  obtained i n  o t h e r  o f f i c i a l  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  
of t h e  My Lai  i n c i d e n t .  Your testimony today w i l l  be  taken 
under oa th .  A verbatim t r a n s c r i p t  w i l l  be prepared by t h e  
r e p o r t e r .  A t ape  recording  i s  be ing  made i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  
verbatim notes  be ing  taken by t h e  r e p o r t e r .  Although t h e  
genera l  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  of t h e  r e p o r t  w i l l  be  c o n f i d e n t i a l ,  it 
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i s  p o s s i b l e  t h a t  t h e  tes t imony o r  a t  l e a s t  p a r t s  of  it may, 
a t  a l a t e r  d a t e ,  become m a t t e r  of p u b l i c  knowledge. 

There  a r e  s e v e r a l  people  i n  t h i s  room who may 
a sk  you q u e s t i o n s .  I w i l l  i n d i c a t e  t h e s e .  S i t t i n g  d i r e c t l y  
a c r o s s  from you i s  M r .  WEST. M r .  WEST is  an a s s i s t a n t  gen­
e r a l  counse l  w i t h  t h e  Department of t h e  Army. H e  ha s  been 
appoin ted  a s  my deputy and is  a u t h o r i z e d  t o  ask  q u e s t i o n s  
on my b e h a l f .  On my immediate r i g h t  and i n  t h e  c h a i r  beyond 
M r .  WEST i s  M r .  MACCRATE and t h e  o t h e r  gentleman is  M r .  WALSH. 
M r .  MACCRATE and M r .  WALSH have vo lun tee red  t h e i r  s e r v i c e s  t o  
s e r v e  as l e g a l  c o u n s e l ' t o  m e  and o t h e r  members of  t h e  inves ­
t i g a t i o n  t e a m  and t h e y ,  t o o ,  may d i r e c t  q u e s t i o n s  a t  you. W e  
have one o t h e r  i n d i v i d u a l  p r e s e n t  i n  t h e  room a t  t h e  t i m e .  
Th i s  i s  Colonel  MILLER, from The O f f i c e  of  The Judge Advocate 
General .  Colonel  MILLER w i l l  have some i n s t r u c t i o n s  t o  o f f e r  
you i n  t e r m s  of l e g a l  guidance and t h e n  he  w i l l  l e ave  t h e  hear ­
i n g  t h i s  morning. 

I should  in form you t h a t ,  i n  t h e  f i n a l  a n a l y s i s ,  I 
have t h e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  o f  weighing t h e  ev idence  and making 
t h e  f i n d i n g s  and recommendations. You a r e  o rde red  n o t  t o  d i s ­
cu s s  your  t es t imony i n  t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  wi th  o t h e r s ,  inc lud ing  
o t h e r  w i t n e s s e s  of  t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  e x c e p t  i n  t h e  perform­
ance of  o f f i c i a l  d u t i e s  o r  as you may be r e q u i r e d  s o  t o  do by 
a competent j u d i c i a l  o r  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  body. I n  a d d i t i o n ,  you 
are cau t ioned  t h a t  i f  you a r e  s u b j e c t  t o  t h e  o r d e r s  i s s u e d  by 
t h e  m i l i t a r y  judge i n  t h e  g e n e r a l  c o u r t - m a r t i a l  c a s e  of  t h e  
United States v. C a l l e y ,  your  appearance h e r e  i n  no way changes 
t h e  a p p l i c a b i l i t y  and t h e  e f f e c t  of  t h e s e  o r d e r s .  Do you have 
any q u e s t i o n s  up t o  t h i s  p o i n t ?  

A. I d o n ' t  unders tand  t h a t  l a s t  s t a t e m e n t ,  General  
PEERS. 

Q The m i l i t a r y  judge,  who I b e l i e v e  i s  L i e u t e n a n t  
Colonel  KENNEDY, p u t  o u t  an o r d e r  t h a t  anyone who has  been 
c i t e d  t o  appear  i n  t h a t  c a s e  a s  a w i t n e s s  w i l l  n o t  d i s c u s s  t h e  
i n c i d e n t  w i t h  anybody connected w i t h  t h e  c a s e  i n  any way. 

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  I unders tand.  I unders tand.  

Q. Do you have any o t h e r  q u e s t i o n s ?  
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A. No, sir .  

Q- I have some a d d i t i o n a l  guidance which I w i l l  g ive  
you. I have j u s t  s t a t e d  the  scope and t h e  purpoce of t h i s  
i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  You were the a s s i s t a n t  d i v i s i o n  commander of 
t h e  America1 Divis ion  a t  the  t ime, and f o r  some time a f t e r  t h e  
My Lai  i n c i d e n t  you were t h e  s e n i o r  o f f i c e r  i n  t h e  chain of 
command. Furthermore, evidence rece ived  t o  d a t e  i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  
you were pe r sona l ly  informed about s e v e r a l  of t h e  events  which 
were of importance i n  t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  and t h a t  you i s sued  
i n s t r u c t i o n s  and rece ived  r e p o r t s  concerning a l l e g e d  indiscr im ­
i n a t e  shoot ing ,  a f t e r  a c t i o n  r e p o r t s ,  and o t h e r  r e l e v a n t  f a c t s  
and information.  There i s  now some evidence tending t o  r a i s e  
susp ic ions  t h a t  during and a f t e r  the  My Lai  ( 4 )  i n c i d e n t  you 
may have been n e g l i g e n t  o r  d e r e l i c t  i n  complying wi th ,  o r  even 
i n  d i r e c t  v i o l a t i o n  o f ,  o rde r s  and r e g u l a t i o n s  p e r t a i n i n g  t o  
t h e  r e p o r t i n g  and t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  of t h e  a l l e g e d  wounding 
and k i l l i n g  of c i v i l i a n s ,  p a r e n t h e t i c a l l y ,  war crimes. And, 
f u r t h e r ,  t h a t  you e i t h e r  may have suppresse'd, o r  con t r ibu ted  
t o  t h e  suppress ion  o f ,  information p e r t a i n i n g  t o  t h e  p o s s i b l e  
unlawful k i l l i n g  of c i v i l i a n s  a t  My Lai  ( 4 )  and i t s  v i c i n i t y  
on o r  about  1 6  March 1968. Such a c t s  would be i n  v i o l a t i o n  
of o rde r s  o r  r e g u l a t i o n s  and would a l s o  c o n s t i t u t e  d e r e l i c t i o n  
of duty.  I am c a l l i n g  t h i s  t o  your a t t e n t i o n  because you have 
been c a l l e d  as  a  wi tness  be fo re  t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  Before 
any ques t ions  begin  I want you t o  be informed as  t o  my suspi ­
c ions ,  And I want t o  g ive  you t ime t o  t h i n k  over  and t o  d e t e r ­
mine i n  your mind whether you wish t o  seek q u a l i f i e d  l e g a l  
counsel  and t o  dec ide  whether you a r e  w i l l i n g  t o  g ive  t e s t i ­
mony i n  t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  

A.  I am w i l l i n g ,  s ir .  

Q Colonel MILLER, w i l l  you provide t h e  a d d i t i o n a l  
l e g a l  guidance, p lease?... 

COL MILLER: - General,  b e f o r e  we proceed witah ques t ions ,  it 
i s  necessary t h a t  we determine whether you f u l l y  understand 
your r i g h t s .  I have c e r t a i n  a d d i t i o n a l  informat ion  t o  give 
you* 

F i r s t  of a l l ,  you c e r t a i n l y  have t h e  r i g h t  t o  
remain s i l e n t  and n o t  t o  answer any ques t ions .  

Second, any s ta tement  t h a t  you make may be used 
i n  evidence a g a i n s t  you i n  a c r imina l  t r i a l .  
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You have t h e  r i g h t  t o  c o n s u l t  w i th  counsel .  
Counsel i n  t h i s  s ense  means q u a l i f i e d  l e g a l  counsel .  You may 
r e t a i n  such counsel  a t  your own expense o r  counse l  w i l l  be 
appointed f o r  you a t  no expense t o  you. I n  a s  much as  you 
a r e  s u b j e c t  t o  t h e  Uniform Code of M i l i t a r y  J u s t i c e ,  t h i s  
appointed counse l  can be of your own s e l e c t i o n  i f  reasonably 
a v a i l a b l e ,  o r  ano the r  person if you have no counse l  of  your 
own choice.  

I f  you dec ide  t o  cont inue  now and t o  answer 
ques t ions  wi thou t  having any counsel  p r e s e n t ,  you may s t o p  the 
ques t ion ing  a t  any t i m e  and you may reques t  t h e  appointment 
of counsel .  I f  you e lec t  t o  have counse l ,  you may have coun­
se l  wi th  you h e r e  a t  t h e  h e a r i n g  and you may c o n s u l t  w i t h  him, 
and he wi th  you, a t  any t ime. Do you unders tand? 

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q. Would you l i k e  t o  have m e  e x p l a i n  it any f u r t h e r ?  

A. NO, sir. 

Q - Do you a t  t h i s  t i m e  d e s i r e  t o  have counsel?  

A. No, sir.  

Q =  A r e  you ready t o  proceed then  and t o  answer ques t ions?  

A. Y e s ,  sir.  

10: Colonel  MILLER, you a r e  excused. 

(COL MILLER withdrew from the  hea r ing  room. ) 

General YOUNG, subsequent  t o  t h e  t i m e  t h a t  t h e  
i n c i d e n t  of My La i  (4) of 16 March 1968 reached the p r e s s  and 
became a  m a t t e r  of some p u b l i c  knowledge, have you t a l k e d  
t o  any o t h e r  i n d i v i d u a l s  connected wi th  t h i s  i n c i d e n t  o r  t o  
a member of t h e  d i v i s i o n ,  t o  d i s c u s s  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  oper- 
a t i o n  o r  c i rcumstances  r e l a t i n g  t o  i t ?  

Not t o  t h e  b e s t  of my memory, s ir .  No, s ir .  

Q - What was your  duty assignment on t h e  16 th  of 
March, 1968? 

A. I was t h e  a s s i s t a n t  d i v i s i o n  commander f o r  
maneuver, I b e l i e v e ,  a t  t h a t  t ime. May I e x p l a i n  f u r t h e r ,  
p l ease?  
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Q- Yes. 

A ,  I re tu rned  from CONUS leave  on o r  about t h e  6 t h  of  
March. S h o r t l y  t h e r e a f t e r ,  General RYDER depar ted .  I d o n ' t  
r e c a l l  t h e  e x a c t  d a t e ,  General  PEERS, b u t  as  soon as  he de­
p a r t e d  I became t h e  a s s i s t a n t  d i v i s i o n  commander f o r  maneuvers. 
Evident ly ,  I w a s  i n  t h a t  capaci ty  on t h e  day of 16 March. 

Q. What were you d u t i e s  as  t h e  maneuver ADC? 

A. My job w a s  t o  a s s i s t  the d i v i s i o n  commander, p r i ­
mari ly  w i t h  t h e  maneuver elements,  t h e  i n f a n t r y  maneuver ba t ­
t a l i o n s ,  and t h e  armored cav squadron, t o  a s s i s t  him i n  opera ­
t i o n a l  ma t t e r s  and t o  advise  and a s s i s t  him i n  o t h e r  ma t t e r s ,  
as  he  might d i r e c t  me t o  do. 

Q. What w a s  your assignment w i t h i n  the  d i v i s i o n  p r i o r  
t o  becoming t h e  maneuver ADC? 

A. I w a s  t h e  a s s i s t a n t  divis ior :  commander f o r  suppor t .  

Q- When d i d  you j o i n  t h e  d i v i s i o n ?  

A. On t h e  1st day of November, 1 967. 

9- Within South Vietnam, had you had any o t h e r  assign ­
ments? 

A. Yes, sir. From t h e  3rd of March, 1967, through the 
31s t  of October,  I w a s  t h e  Deputy Chief of S t a f f  f o r  
Plans and Operat ions,  Headquarters,  U . S .  Army, Vietnam. 

Q P lans  and opera t ions?  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q- With r e s p e c t  t o  t h e  opera t ions  of Task Force Barker 
i n t o  t h e  a r e a  of Tan My i n  t h e  e a s t e r n  p o r t i o n  of  t h e  Son Tinh 
D i s t r i c t  on 16 March, were you involved i n  the planning of  t h i s  
opera t ion?  

A. No, sir. Not any degree t o  speak o f .  No, sir .  I was 
n o t  involved. 
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Q Had t h e  concept of t h e  opera t ion  been approved a t  
t h e  d i v i s i o n  headquar ters ,  t o  your knowledge? 

A. Not t o  my knowledge. No, s i r .  

Q- This opera t ion  went on f o r  3 days and some of t h e  
u n i t s  s t ayed  i n  t h e  f i e l d  a f t e r  3 days. Were you p r e s e n t  wi th  
any of t h e  u n i t s  o r  w i t h  Headquarters,  Task Force Barker,  o r  the 
l l t h  Brigade during any p a r t  of t h e  opera t ion?  

A. Yes, s i r .  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  being p r e s e n t  i n  t h e  a rea  
of opera t ions  of Task Force Barker on t h e  d a t e  of 1 6  March. 
On t h a t  date--I  went t h e r e  t h e  following day, I know t h a t ,  
-- to Task Force Barker headquarters  t h e  fol lowing day. And I ' m  
su re  I went t o  Duc Pho, t o  t h e  l l t h  Brigade, t h e  fol lowing day, 
a l so .  

Q. This is  one t h i n g  we do want t o  s t r a i g h t e n  ou t .  You 
can perhaps be very h e l p f u l  i n  t r y i n g  t o  g e t  t h e  sequence of 
events of c e r t a i n  th ings  which w i l l  come t o  l i g h t  l a t e r  on. 

A. Yes, sir. 

I0: May I have the  America1 Divis ion Log? 

(The recorde r  produced Exh ib i t  M-6.) 

General YOUNG, throughout the  day, r e s u l t s  of t h i s  
opera t ion  through stepped-up r e p o r t s  had been repor ted  t o  
d i v i s i o n  headquar ters  and were logged i n  t h e  o f f i c i a l  log  of 
t h e  Americal Divis ion .  I have i n d i c a t e d  some of t h e  primary 
e n t r i e s ,  which I would l i k e  you t o  look a t ,  and then  I would 
f i n a l l y  c a l l  your a t t e n t i o n  t o  t h e  f i n a l  i tem,  number 8 4 ,  
which is  t h e  wrapup as  of midnight on t h a t  da te .  I would 
r e f e r  you t o  i tem number 15 ,  as  w e l l .  With t h i s  information 
f i l t e r i n g  i n t o  d i v i s i o n  headquar ters ,  when would t h e  l o g i c a l  
time have been when t h i s  information was c a l l e d  t o  your a t ­
t e n t i o n  and t o  t h e  a t t e n t i o n  of t h e  command element of t h e  
d iv i s ion?  

A. To the  b e s t  of  my knowledge, General PEERS, it was 
c a l l e d  t o  my a t t e n t i o n  a t  t h e  evening b r i e f i n g  t h a t  took p lace  
on about 1 7 0 0  hours on t h a t  da te .  
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Q I would l i k e  t o  s u b s t i t u t e  i tem number 28  f o r  
i t e m  15. 

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q. For t h e  sake of t h e  r ecord ,  I w i l l  c a l l  it t o  
your a t t e n t i o n .  

A. Y e s ,  sir.  

Q- With r e s p e c t  t o  i tem number 28, a t  t h e  evening 
b r i e f i n g ,  w a s  t h i s  ma t t e r  c a l l e d  t o  t h e  a t t e n t i o n  of the  
command element? 

A. To t h e  b e s t  o f  my memory, General PEERS, t h i s  
opera t ion  was b r i e f e d  t o  the  command element and t h e r e  
was i n d i c a t e d  a s i g n i f i c a n t  number of enemy KIA.  

Q. Was it brought  ou t  t h a t  t h e s e  people had, a t  
l e a s t  i n  accordance wi th  t h i s  r e p o r t ,  69 VC K I A ' s  as  a 
r e s u l t  of a r t i l l e r y  f i r e ?  

A. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  it being  presented  i n  t h a t  way. 
I r e c a l l  it being  presented  i n  t h e  t o t a l  number of enemy 
K I A ,  w i th  the t o t a l  number of weapons captured  and with a 
d e s c r i p t i o n  of t h e  f r i e n d l y  c a s u a l t i e s ,  a l so .  I d o n ' t  
s p e c i f i c a l l y  r e c a l l  t h a t  t h e  b r i e f i n g  i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  69 VC 
were k i l l e d ,  a s  i n d i c a t e d  i n  i tem number 20 of t h e  jour ­
n a l .  

Q. W a s  t h e  f i n a l  o p e r a t i o n a l  r e p o r t s ,  which ind i ­
c a t ed  128 VC K I A ,  inc luded i n  t h e  b r i e f i n g ?  

A. I ' m  q u i t e  s u r e  it was, s ir .  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  
t h e  number 128, b u t  I know it was a s i g n i f i c a n t  number. 

Q- From the information t h a t  we have, General 
YOUNG, t h i s  w a s  perhaps up t o  t h a t  time t h e  l a r g e s t  
body count,  by f a r ,  t h a t  t h e  11th  Brigade had eve r  
repor ted .  

A. Y e s ,  s ir ,  I b e l i e v e  t h a t  i s  c o r r e c t .  

Q. At t h a t  time was any cons ide ra t ion  given t o  
t h e  r a t i o  of weapons versus  enemy KIA? 
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A. Y e s ,  s ir .  I d i scussed  t h i s  m a t t e r  w i th  t h e  d i v i s i o n  
commander. Both of us--I know I was completely s u r p r i s e d  and 
d isappoin ted .  I might add t h a t  on ly  a very few weapons w e r e  
cap tured .  .I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  t h e  e x a c t  number, b u t  I would say 
i t  was very few. 

Q W e l l ,  i n  accordance wi th  the  informat ion ,  t h e r e  were 
t h r e e  weapons captured  and t h e r e  w e r e  a l s o  only  two f r i e n d l y  
t h a t  were k i l l e d .  

A.  Fr iend ly  c a s u a l t i e s  were extremely l i g h t ,  y e s ,  s ir ,  
compared t o  t h e  s i g n i f i c a n t  body count t h a t  had been r epor t ed .  

Q When you r e c a l l  t h a t  o p e r a t i o n  be ing  b r i e f e d ,  d i d  
they i n d i c a t e  where t h e  ma jo r i ty  of t h e  enemy o u t  o f  t h e  128 
had been k i l l e d ?  

A.  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  t h a t  be ing  i n  t h e  b r i e f i n g ,  General 
PEERS. I would, I ' m  s u r e ,  had t h e  b r i e f i n g  i n d i c a t e d  t h e  loca ­
t i o n ,  b u t  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  it, s i r .  

Q- . Checking t h e  o t h e r  s t a t i s t i c s ,  w i t h i n  t h e  company
C h a r l i e  Company had r e p o r t e d  somewhere i n  t h e  o r d e r  of 100, o r  
i n  excess  of t h a t ,  and they had one man wounded throughout t h e  
course of t h e  day--self  i n f l i c t e d .  And t h i s  is  t h e  reason this 
i s  somewhat important .  

A.  Y e s ,  s ir .  I understand.  

Q A t  t h a t  t i m e ,  when you were d i s c u s s i n g  the r a t i o  of 
t h e  weapons t o  t h e  number of VC K I A ,  and t h e  r a t i o  of VC K I A  
wi th  t h e  number of f r i e n d l y  K I A ,  what developrd o u t  of  t h a t  
d i s c u s s i o n  wi th  t h e  d i v i s i o n  commander? 

A .  W e l l ,  as I r e c a l l  t h e  sequence of even t s ,  General  
PEERS, a f t e r  t h e  b r i e f i n g  was over ,  wh i l e  t h e  d i v i s i o n  commander 
and I w e r e  walking back to. t h e  command b u i l d i n g ,  I s t a t e d  t h a t  
I was extremely s u r p r i s e d  that our  fo rces  had been a b l e  o r  had 
found and made c o n t a c t  r e s u l t i n g  i n  t h a t  s i g n i f i c a n t  an enemy 
body count.  I was a l s o  s u r p r i s e d  and d i sappo in ted  by t h e  f a c t  
t h a t  w e  had captured  only a very few weapons, because i n  t h e  
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America1 Divis ion ,  I th ink  t h e  record  w i l l  hold t h e  r a t i o  of 
enemy K I A  t o  weapons captured was q u i t e  good, and when you 
have a s i g n i f i c a n t  con tac t  and only capture  such a few number 
af weapons t h i s  i s  no t  t h e - - i t  n a t u r a l l y  b r ings  up your ea r -
po in t s  a l i t t l e  b i t .  A s  a r e s u l t  of t h i s  conversa t ion ,  I th ink  
t h a t  t h e  d i v i s i o n  commander genera l ly  agreed t h a t  he was a l s o  
s u r p r i s e d  by t h e  ac t ion .  

Q - Did he say t o  you t o  do any t h i n g ,  o r  d i d  he i n -  
d i c a t e  t h a t  he was going t o  t ake  any ac t ion?  

A. To t h e  b e s t  of my memory a t  t h a t  t ime,  no. A t  
t h a t  t ime,  no, s ir .  But subsequent t o  t h a t  conversa t ion ,  
l a t e x  on t h a t  a f te rnoon,  he c e r t a i n l y  d id .  

Q - That a f te rnoon?  

A. I f  I remember c o r r e c t l y ,  t h a t  a f te rnoon,  l a t e r  
on. Yes, sir. 

Q- A t  t h i s  b r i e f i n g  which took p lace  a t  1700 and 
terminated a t  1800 o r  thereabouts . . . ?  

A. I would say it terminated about 1730. Now t h i s  
i s  assuming t h a t  it s t a r t e d  about 1700. 

Q - A t  t h a t  b r i e f i n g ,  do you r e c a l l  any r e p o r t  of 
c i v i l i a n s  c a s u a l t i e s  being given? 

A .  No, sir.  I do no t .  

Q - Subsequent t o  t h a t  t ime,  and perhaps l a t e r  on i n  
t h e  evening, o r  t h e  fol lowing morning, d i d  General KOSTER 
t a l k  t o  you about t h e  c i v i l i a n  c a s u a l t i e s ?  

A. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  t h a t  General KOSTER t a l k e d  t o  me 
about c i v i l i a n  c a s u a l t i e s ,  pe r  s e t  bu t  t h e r e  i s  something 
I ' d  l i k e  t o  say and inform you o f ,  because a  moment ago I 
s a i d  t h a t  l a t e r  on we d iscussed  t h i s  ma t t e r .  I f  I r e c a l l  
proper ly ,  s h o r t l y  a f t e r  t h e  completion of t h e  evening 
b r i e f i n g  and a f t e r  t h e  d i v i s i o n  commander and I had re turned  
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t o  the command b u i l d i n g ,  Colonel  HOLLADAY, who was t h e  d i ­
v i s i o n  a v i a t i o n  o f f i c e r ,  came t o  me--I d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  t h a t  
t h e r e  was anyone e l s e  p re sen t - -poss ib ly  General  GALLOWAY 
may have been i n  my o f f i c e  when Colonel  EI"LLADAY came i n ,  
o r  p o s s i b l y  t h e  c h i e f  of s t a f f ,  b u t  I d o n ' t  r e a l l y  r e c a l l  
who e l s e  was p r e s e n t ,  and Colonel  HOLLADAY informed me t h a t  
he had r e c e i v e d  a r e p o r t .  He may have been s p e c i f i c  and 
t o l d  who made t h e  r e p o r t ,  b u t  t o  t h e  b e s t  of  my knowledge 
I c a n ' t  r e c a l l  who he  r e c e i v e d  t h e  r e p o r t  from. H e  s a i d  
t h a t  t h e  r e p o r t  was from a gunship p i l o t  who had observed,  
wh i l e  he was cover ing  t h i s  operat ion--he observed f r i e n d l y  
f o r c e s  f i r i n g  i n t o  c i v i l i a n s .  Now he d i d  n o t  s t a t e ,  t o  t h e  
b e s t  of my a b i l i t y ,  t h a t  t h i s  p i l o t  had observed any c i v i l i a n  
c a s u a l t i e s .  H e  d i d  in form m e  t h a t ,  I b e l i e v e ,  t h e  p i l o t  
had landed.  He had flown over  t h e  enemy, supposedly t h e  
enemy, and I b e l i e v e  he s a i d  t h e  p i l o t  l anded  t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  
and ga the red  t h e  c i v i l i a n s  up i n  o r d e r  t o  p r o t e c t  them. 
And then  t h e  p i l o t  f l ew from t h e r e  back ove r  t o  t h e  f r i e n d l y  
f o r c e s ,  landed h i s  h e l i c o p t e r ,  and t o l d  t h e  p l a toon  l e a d e r  
t h a t  t h e r e  were f r i e n d l y  f o r c e s  ove r  t h e r e ;  t h a t  t h e r e  were no 
enemy o v e r  t h e r e ;  t h a t  he had j u s t  l e f t  t h e r e ;  and t h a t  
he should  n o t  t a k e  them under f i r e .  I immediately 
informed General  KOSTER o f  t h i s .  And t h i s ,  I would s a y ,  
General  PEERS, was i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  of  1800 o r  1815 hours .  
General  KOSTER i n s t r u c t e d  me t o  c o n t a c t  t h e  b r igade  commander, 
inform him of t h i s ,  and t o  r e q u i r e  an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  be i n i t i ­
a t e d  immediately and t h e  r e s u l t s  r e p o r t e d  t o  him as soon 
a s  p o s s i b l e .  

Q Do you r e c a l l  Colonel  HOLLADAY hav ing  somebody
along  wi th  him i n  r e p o r t i n g  t h i s  i n c i d e n t  t o  you? 

A. H e  may have,  s i r .  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l .  

Q. Do you remember a Major WATKE? 

A. y e s ,  sir.  

Q He commanded t h e  aero-scout  company of  t h e  
123d Avia t ion  B a t t a l i o n ?  

A. Yes, sir.  
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Q. Was he p resen t?  

A. I cou ldn ' t  say whether he was o r  was n o t ,  but  I 
d o n ' t  r e c a l l  h i s  being p resen t .  I r e c a l l ,  t o  t h e  b e s t  of 
my memory, Colonel HOLLADAY made t h e  r e p o r t  t o  me. Major 
WATKE may have been t h e r e ,  General PEERS, and he may have 
p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  t h e  conversat ion,  b u t  I d o n ' t  s p e c i f i c a l l y  
r e c a l l  Major WATKE being p resen t .  

Q. Could t h i s  conversa t ion ,  o r  r e p o r t i n g  t o  you, 
have occurred t h e  fol lowing morning i n s t e a d  of a f t e r  
the  b r i e f i n g ?  

A. I d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  it d i d ,  s i r .  I b e l i e v e  it 
occurred a f t e r  t h e  b r i e f i n g  t h a t  very day, because t h e  
fol lowing morning I contacted Colonel HENDERSON and re­
l a t e d  t o  him t h e  i n s t r u c t i o n s  of t h e  d i v i s i o n  commander. 
That i s  t h e  sequence I r e c a l l  it i n .  W e  had t h e  b r i e f ­
ing .  Af te r  t h e  b r i e f i n g  was over ,  I had t a l k e d  t o  
Colonel HOLLADAY, and then  t h e  fol lowing morning I 
t a l k e d  t o  Colonel HENDERSON. I b e l i e v e  I c a l l e d  Colonel 
HENDERSON on t h e  te lephone t h a t  n i g h t  and t o l d  him t h a t  
I had t o  g e t  with him e a r l y  t h e  next  morning, i n  o rde r  
t o  pass  on t h e  i n s t r u c t i o n s  of t h e  d i v i s i o n  commander. 

Q There has been a l i t t l e  confusion as  t o  t h e  
exac t  time and p lace .  However, f o r  your information,  
we have t a l k e d  t o  Colonel HOLLADAY, and we have t a l k e d  
t o  Major WATKE, and we have t a l k e d  t o  Colonel HENDERSON. 

A. Yes, s ir .  

Q. Both Major WATKE and Colonel HOLLADAY r e c a l l  
Major WATKE r e p o r t i n g  t o  Colonel HOLLADAY somewhat l a t e  
i n  t h e  evening, almost l a t e  a t  n i g h t ,  t a l k i n g  over  t h i s  
s i t u a t i o n ,  and determining whether o r  n o t  it should be 
repor ted  t o  e i t h e r  you, o r  t o  General KOSTER, o r  t o  t h e  
command. The i n d i c a t i o n  which they have i s  t h a t  t h i s  
information was given t o  you sometime e a r l y  i n  t h e  
morning of t h e  next  day, which would have been t h e  
17th i n  your o f f i c e .  

APP T-19 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 



FOR O F F I C I A L  USE ONLY 
 

A. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  it t h a t  way, General  PEERS. I 
r e c a l l  it l a t e  i n  t h e  evening and then  t h e  nex t  day,  when 
I went t o  r e l a y  t h e  i n s t r u c t i o n s  of t h e  d i v i s i o n  commander. 
I ' m  q u i t e  s u r e  t h a t  I saw Major WATKE a t  t h a t  t ime ,  and I 
b e l i e v e  t h a t  i t ' s  very  p o s s i b l e  t h a t  Colonel  HOLLADAY could  
have gone wi th  m e  t o  go t o  LZ D o t t i e  i n  o r d e r  t h a t  he could  
p e r s o n a l l y  t e l l  Colonel  HENDERSON j u s t  what he had t o l d  me. 

Q L e t  me back up j u s t  a l i t t l e  b i t ,  i f  I may. I 
want t o  be q u i t e  s p e c i f i c  and I ' m  going t o  s e a r c h  your b r a i n  
a s  t o  what was t o l d  you by Colonel  HOLLADAY o r  anybody e l s e  
--Major WATKE o r  anybody t h a t  may have been t h e r e  t o  t e l l  you 
about  t h i s  i n c i d e n t ,  when it was f i r s t  r e p o r t e d  t o  you. 

A. Yes, sir.  

Q Are you s u r e  t h a t  he s a i d  it was a gunship p i l o t ?  

A. I t h i n k  it w a s .  I g o t  t h e  impress ion  t h a t  it was 
a gunship p i l o t  and n o t  a aero-scout .  I g o t  t h e  impress ion  it 
was a gunship p i l o t .  I t  could have been an aero-scout ,  who, 
I ' m  s u r e  t h a t  you know, normally f lew t h e  H-33 and H-13. I f  
my memory s e r v e s  me c o r r e c t l y ,  I thought  it was a gunship 
p i l o t .  

Q W a s  t h e  name of t h e  p i l o t  who provided  t h e  i n f o r ­
mation,  o r  t h e  names o f  o t h e r  members of t h a t  crew, o r  o t h e r  
crews, p rov ided  a t  t h a t  t ime? 

A. I t  could  have been,  sir.  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  t h e  name 
of t h e  p i l o t .  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l .  

Q I d o n ' t  want t o  p u t  words i n  your  mouth, b u t  would 
t h e  name Warrant O f f i c e r  THOMPSON have any meaning towards 
t h a t  d i s c u s s i o n ?  

A. I t  wouldn ' t  have any meaning, o t h e r  t h a n  what I 
have r ead  i n  t h e  newspapers,  no. I t  could have been very 
p o s s i b l e  t h a t  t h a t  name could have been mentioned, b u t  I 
d o n ' t  r e c a l l  a name be ing  mentioned. I j u s t  d o n g t .  

Q- Was any mention made t h e r e  t o  your r e c o l l e c t i o n  
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of a l a r g e  number of c i v i l i a n s ,  noncombatants, be ing  dead i n  
a d i t c h ?  

A.  Not t o  my r e c o l l e c t i o n .  That was n o t  mentioned, 
s i r .  A s  I s t a t e d  be fo re ,  i f  my memory serves  me c o r r e c t l y ,  
I g o t  t h e  impression t h a t  t h e  noncombatants were more o r  
l e s s  i n  a l i n e  of f i r e ,  between t h e  enemy f o r c e s  and t h e  
f r i e n d l y  f o r c e s .  I don ' t r e c a l l  any mention being made of 
any observing of  any k i l l e d  noncombatants. 

Q. Was t h e r e  any mention made o f  a conf ron ta t ion  
which took p l a c e  between the  p i l o t  of a  h e l i c o p t e r  and t h e  
ground fo rces  -on t h e  ground? 

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  A s  I r e c a l l ,  t h e  i n c i d e n t  t h a t  took 
p l a c e ,  a f t e r  t h e  p i l o t  had l e f t  t h e  a r e a  where t h e s e  c i v i l -  
ians--and he rounded up these  c i v i l i a n s ,  i n  an e f f o r t  t o  
p r o t e c t  them. 

p r o t e c t  them from what? 

A.  To g e t  them out  of t h e  l i n e  of f i r e ,  ou t  of t h e  
r i f l e  f i r e .  That was my understanding. 

Q. Did you g e t  the  impression t h a t  t h e  f r i e n d l i e s  
were d i r e c t i n g  f i r e  i n t o  t h e  noncombatants? 

A. I g o t  the  impression from my conversa t ion  wi th  
Colonel HOLLADAY t h a t  t h e  f r i e n d l y  fo rces  were d i r e c t -  
i n g  f i r e  i n t o  t h e  noncombants, b u t  t h a t  they  were i n  the  
c r o s s f i r e .  My impression was t h a t  they  were f i r i n g  i n t o  
an enemy and t h e  noncombatants were i n  a  c r o s s f i r e .  Does 
t h a t  answer your ques t ion ,  s i r ?  Have I expla ined  it proper ­
l y ? 

&. Yes. id you g e t  t h e  impression t h a t  it was in ­
d i s c r i m i n a t e ,  o r  unnecessary f i r i n g  and k i l l i n g  of noncom­
b a t a n t s  ? 

A .  No, sir .  I d i d n ' t  g e t  t h a t  impression i t  was 
purposely being d i r e c t e d  towards the  noncombatants. No, s ir .  

(YOUNG) APP T-19 

FOR O F F I C I A L  USE ONLY 
 




FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 
 

Q. Was any i n d i c a t i o n  g iven  t o  you a s  t o  t h e  number 
o r  t h e  o r d e r  of  magnitude of t h e  noncombatants who were k i l l e d  
o r  who were observed t o  be dead i n  t h e  b a t t l e  a r e a ?  

A .  There were no i n d i c a t i o n s  given t o  me t h a t  t h e  p i l o t  
had observed any dead noncombatants, t o  t h e  b e s t  of  my memory. 
What he observed was t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t hey  were be ing  f i r e d  i n t o  
by t h e  f r i e n d l y  f o r c e s ,  and i n  t h e  e f f o r t  o r  a t t e m p t  t o  save  
t h e  noncombatants, he f lew h i s  h e l i c o p t e r  ove r  t h e r e ,  landed 
t h e r e ,  and p u t  them i n  p r o t e c t e d  a r e a .  Then he f l ew  back t o  
t h e  f r i e n d l y  f o r c e s  and advised  t h e  p l a toon  l e a d e r  what he had 
done, and he t o l d  him n o t  t o  f i r e  i n t o  t h e  noncombatants. 
T h a t ' s  what t h e  impress ion  w a s  t h a t  I g o t  from my d i s c u s s i o n  
wi th  Colonel  HOLLADAY. 

Q. You d i d  n o t  g e t  t h e  impress ion  t h e n ,  t h a t  t h e  a c t i o n  
which t h e  p i l o t  of t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  took ,  and t h e  c o n f r o n t a t i o n ,  
w a s  t o  p r o t e c t  t h e s e  c i v i l i a n s  from t h e  Americans. 

A. S i r ,  I g o t  t h e  impress ion  t h a t  t h e  a c t i o n  t h e  h e l ­
i c o p t e r  p i l o t  took was a most commendable a c t i o n  i n  an e f f o r t  
t o  p r o t e c t  t h e s e  c i v i l i a n s  and t o  g e t  them o u t  o f  t h e  way s o  
t h a t  t hey  would n o t  be i n j u r e d .  

MR MACCRATE: When you were r e c e i v i n g  t h i s  i n fo rma t ion  from 
Colonel  HOLLADAY, do you r e c a l l  h i s  d e s c r i p t i o n  of t h e  land ­
i n g  by t h e  p i l o t  a t  t h e  t ime t h a t  he  went down t o  r e scue  t h e  
c i v i l i a n s ? 

A. To t h e  b e s t  of my memory, s i r ,  t h e  p i l o t  l anded ,  
rounded up t h e s e  c i v i l i a n s ,  and I b e l i e v e  t h e r e  w a s  a mention 
o f  a cave o r  something,  and t r i e d  t o  g e t  them i n t o  t h e r e .  
T h a t ' s  what I can recal l .  

Q Were they  going i n t o  a cave o r  w a s  he t a k i n g  
them from t h e  cave? 

A. I g o t  t h e  irnpr,ession t h a t  he w a s  t r y i n g  t o  g e t  them 
i n t o  t h e  cave i n  o r d e r  t d  g e t  them o u t  o f ,  t h e  l i n e  o f  f i r e .  

Q • I f  t h e r e  was a l i n e  of  f i r e  between t h e  f r i e n d l i e s  
and t h e  enemy how was he a b l e  t o  p u t  h i s  a i r c r a f t  down a t  t h a t  
p o i n t ?  Was t h a t  exp la ined  t o  you a t  any t ime?  
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A. N O ,  sir.  It  wasn ' t .  I assumed t h a t  when t h e  
f r i e n d l y  f o r c e s  saw t h e  f r i e n d l y  h e l i c o p t e r  land  they stopped 
f i r i n g .  

Q. Well, you say t h a t  he went back and t a l k e d  with 
t h e  l i e u t e n a n t  a f t e r  he--did he l i f t  c i v i l i a n s  o u t  of t h e  
a rea  with h i s  h e l i c o p t e r ?  

A .  'I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  any mention being made t h a t  he  
brought any of t h e  c i v i l i a n s  o u t ,  sir .  

Q o  
  
 But you do r e c a l l  t h a t  he landed i n  one p l a c e ,  then  
took o f f  and came down i n  another  p lace?  

A .  This  i s  my memory. He landed i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  of 
t h e  c i v i l i a n s .  He d i d  what he  could do t o  p r o t e c t  t h e  c i -  
v i l i a n s .  He then  flew over t o  t h e  f r i e n d l y  platoon and in-  
formed them of what he  had done and i n s t r u c t e d  them no t  t o  
f i r e  i n  t h a t  Z i r e c t i o n  any more. 

Q. What do you r e c a l l  a s  t o  what was repor ted  t o  
you by Colonel HOLLADAY, a s  t o  t h e  conversa t ion  between t h e  
p i l o t  and t h e  p la toon l eader?  

A .  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  any conversa t ion ,  o t h e r  than  t h e  
f a c t  t h a t  t h e  p i l o t  t o l d  t h e  platoon l e a d e r  what t h e  s i t ­
ua t ion  was and t o l d  t h e  platoon l e a d e r  t h a t  he was going 
t o  cont inue t o  c i r c l e  over t h e  a rea  and he should not  under 
any means f i r e  i n t o  those  c i v i l i a n s .  

Q .  W e l l ,  was t h e r e  any account of what t h e  p la toon 
l e a d e r  s a i d  t o  t h e  p i l o t ?  

A .  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  t h a t  any conversa t ion  was repor ted  
t o  me a s  t o  what t h e  platoon l e a d e r  t o l d  t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  p i l o t .  

Q .  I f  t h e r e  was what has  been descr ibed  a s  a con­
f r o n t a t i o n ,  t h i s  a s  you desc r ibe  it a t  t h e  moment, sounds 
l i k e  an amicable d i scuss ion ,  between t h e  p i l o t  and t h e  
platoon l eader .  Did you g e t  t h e  impression it was an ami­
c ab le  d i s c u s s i o n ,  o r  was it a conf ron ta t ion?  

A .  I d i d n ' t  g e t  t h e  impression it was an amicable 
d i scuss ion .  I go t  t h e  impression t h a t  t h e  p i l o t  was 
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q u i t e  concerned and q u i t e  s e r i o u s  i n  t h e  p r o t e c t i o n  o f  t h e  
c i v i l i a n s .  

Q And what was t h e  a t t i t u d e  of t h e  p l a t o o n  l e a d e r ?  

A. . W e l l ,  he was, t o  t h e  b e s t  of  my memory, s i r ,  he 
w a s  q u i t e  a s s u r e d  i n  h i s  own mind t h a t  he had n o t  i n f l i c t e d  
any c a s u a l t i e s .  That I s  t h e  memory I have,  s i r .  

Q. I j u s t  d o n ' t  seem t o  see any c o n f r o n t a t i o n  i n  
t h a t .  I mean, t h e r e  was no antagonism between t h e  Americans 
on t h e  scene?  A s  you s e e  i t ,  i t  was j u s t  a r e p o r t  be ing  made 
by t h e  p i l o t  t o  t h e  p l a t o o n  l e a d e r ?  

A .  I f  I can r e c a l l  i t ,  t h e  p i l o t  was q u i t e  s e r i o u s ,  
q u i t e  concerned,  and q u i t e  p o s i t i v e  i n  h i s  a c t i o n s ,  b u t  I 
cannot  s i t  h e r e  and i n  t h i s  t es t imony t e l l  you,  s i r ,  t h a t  
t h e  p l a toon  l e a d e r  and t h e  p i l o t  a lmost  came t o  blows,  be­
cause t o  my memory t h a t  was n o t  r e p o r t e d  t o  m e .  

Q. Was t h e r e  any r e f e r e n c e  t o  t h r e a t s  b e i n g  made 
by t h e  p i l o t  a g a i n s t  t h e  p l a t o o n  l e a d e r ?  

A.  I do r e c a l l ,  - I b e l i e v e ,  t h a t  a f t e r  t h e  p i l o t  had 
t o l d  t h e  p l a t o o n  l e a d e r  of t h e  s i t u a t i o n ,  h e  t o l d  him he  . 
w a s  going t o  s t a y  ove r  him, t h a t  he had b e t t e r  n o t  f i r e  i n t o  
t h e  c i v i l i a n s  and t h a t  i f  he  d i d  he was go ing  t o  f i r e  i n t o  
him. 
w a s  a 

T h a t ' s  t h e  on ly  p o i n t  t h a t  I can r e c a l l ,  s ir .  There 
c o n f r o n t a t i o n .  

Q So t h e  p i l o t  d i d  i nd i ca t e - ­

A.  ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  That  i f  he f i r e d  i n t o  t h e  c i v i l i a n s  
he  would t a k e  them under fire. I do r e c a l l  t h a t ,  s ir .  

10: General  YOUNG, was i t  r e p o r t e d  t o  you t h a t  when 
t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  went i n  t o  s e e  t h e s e  people  you are r e f e r r i n g  
t o ,  was i t  r e p o r t e d  t o  you,  a l s o  t h a t ,  one of  t h e  gunships  
landed t o  l i f t  o u t  c i v i l i a n s ?  

A. I t  was my impress ion ,  General PEERS, t h a t  what 
landed was a gunsh ip ,  a s  I mentioned b e f o r e .  I g o t  t h e  
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impression t h a t  t h e  p i l o t  we a r e  speaking of was i n  a gun­
sh ip .  I ' m  speaking now of a UH-1B model, n o t  a bubble.  
I d i d n ' t  g e t  t h e  impression t h a t  t h e  aero-scout  was t h e  one 
t h a t  made t h e  confronta t ion  t h a t  we spoke of a moment ago. 
I got  t h e  impression t h a t  k t  was a gunship. 

Q. Were you informed t h a t  t h i s  gunship made two 
t r i p s  t o  evacuate  women, c h i l d r e n ,  and o l d  men? 

A. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l .  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  it, s i r .  Very 
poss ib ly  t h a t  'was r epor ted ,  b u t  I d o n ' t  s p e c i f i c a l l y  r e c a l l  
it a t  t h e  moment. 

Q. Would t h e  landing  of a gunship i n  t h e  c r o s s f i r e  
of U.S. and enemy fo rces  r a i s e  any g r e a t  concern? 

A. I don ' t  understand you. 

Q Well, a gunship, and you and I a r e  f a m i l i a r  with 
gunships,  a heavy immobile a i r c r a f t  landing  i n  a f i r e  zone, 
f o r  t h e  purpose o f  doing something. 

A. Y e s ,  sir.  

Q. Is t h i s  an acceptable  p r a c t i c e ?  

A. No, sir.  I t ' s  not  an acceptable  p r a c t i c e  and I 
t h i n k  t h e  reason it landed t h e r e  was i n  an e f f o r t  t o  p r o t e c t  
t h e s e  c i v i l i a n s .  

Q. Well, recogin iz ing  t h a t  this--even i f  it were a 
gunship t h a t  landed we a r e  t a l k i n g  about a very expensive 
and a very dea r  item. 

A .  Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q. W e  a r e  a l s o  t a l k i n g  about t h e  l i v e s  of a p i l o t ,  
and a crew c h i e f ,  and a doorgunner, and a c o p i l o t .  We a r e  
a l s o  t a l k i n g  about an instrument  t h a t  is very heavy and 
q u i t e  uns table .  For such a machine and f o r  those  occupants 
t o  land under those  cond i t ions ,  would t h a t  no t  be considered 
most unusual? 
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A. Y e s ,  s ir .  I t  would be cons idered  most unusual .  

Q Was t h e r e  any q u e s t i o n i n g  i n  dep th  a s  t o  why was 
such a t h i n g  a l lowed t o  e x i s t ?  

A. . I  d o n ' t  r e c a l l  any q u e s t i o n i n g  i n  dep th  be ing  con­
duc ted  by myself o r  when I r ece ived  t h e  r e p o r t .  I c e r t a i n l y  
do r e c a l l  t h a t  i t  was cons idered  t o  be a very  commendable 
a c t i o n  on t h e  p a r t  of t h e  crew. I r e c a l l  t h a t .  

Q Would you say  commendable, b u t  s t u p i d ,  under t h e  
c i rcumstances  j u s t  de sc r ibed?  

A.  I would say  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  I ' d  use  t h e  word " s t u p i d , "  
b u t  very hazardous ,  I ' d  c e r t a i n l y  a g r e e  t o  t h a t .  

Q. "Stupid"  may n o t  be  t h e  e x a c t  word. More than  haz ­
ardous--an a c t  t h a t  should  n o t  and simply cannot  be  t o l e r a t e d .  

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q I n  your  r e c o l l e c t i o n  of it, t h i s  gunship was no t  
used t o  evacua te  t h e  c i v i l i a n s ,  i s  t h a t  c o r r e c t ?  

A. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  any conve r sa t ion ,  General  PEERS, 
which i n d i c a t e d  t o  m e  t h a t  any c i v i l i a n s  had been evacuated.  
That I s  t o  t h e  b e s t  of my memory. I don' t r e c a l l  any s t a t e ­
ment be ing  made t h a t  c i v i l i a n s  had been evacuated.  Very 
p o s s i b l y  t h e y  had been,  b u t  I don ' t  r e c a l l  it. 

Q Do you recall  e v e r  h e a r i n g  a s t a t e m e n t  t o  t h e  e f f e c t  
t h a t  a co lo red  s o l d i e r  w a s  observed f i r i n g  i n t o  a d i t c h  wi th  
noncombatants i n  t h e  d i t c h ?  

A .  No, sir. I do n o t .  

Q. Do you r e c a l l  t h e  marking of  wounded noncombatants 
w i t h  smoke by t h e  aero-scout  team and c a l l i n g ,  g i v i n g  d i r e c t i o n ,  
t o  t h e  ground e lements  t o  go ove r  and g i v e  medical  a s s i s t a n c e  
t o  them? 

A .  I s e e m  t o  r e c a l l  t h e  f i r s t  p o r t i o n  of t h a t  s t a t e ­
ment wherein  t h e  aero-scouts  d i d  mark wi th  smoke t h e  l o c a t i o n s  
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of t h e  c i v i l i a n s ,  b u t  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  t h e  medical support  
t h i n g  t h a t  you mentioned, sir. 

Q- W e l l ,  maybe it wasn ' t  . .t o  g ive  a i d ,  b u t  they  were 
using,  do you r e c a l l  t h e i r  marking-- 

A.  ( In te rpos ing)  I do r e c a l l  t h a t ,  s i r ,  now t h a t  
you mention it. 

Q. Do you r e c a l l  any s ta tements  o r  impressions t o  
t h e  e f f e c t  t h a t  i n s t e a d  of g iv ing  medical a s s i s t a n c e  they  
were going over  and k i l l i n g  them? 

A. No, sir. 

Q. Was t h e r e  any i n d i c a t i o n  i n  t h e  d i scuss ion  of 
one woman being  k i l l e d  by a cap ta in?  

A .  No, sir .  

Q And you gained no impressions concerning i n d i s -  
c r imina te  f i r i n g  i n t o  and k i l l i n g  of noncombatants? 

A. I gained t h e  impression,  General PEERS, t h a t  t h e  
c i v i l i a n s  were i n  a c r o s s f i r e  between t h e  f r i e n d l y  fo rces  
and t h e  enemy f o r c e s ;  t h a t  i n  an e f f o r t  t o  save t h e  c i v i l -  
i a n s  and t o  i n s u r e  t h a t  they were no t  i n j u r e d ,  t h e  p i l o t  
landed h i s  a i r p l a n e  and took t h e  a c t i o n  which I descr ibed .  
To t h e  b e s t  of my knowledge, t h e r e  was no mention of any 
noncombatant c a s u a l t i e s .  I cannot r e c a l l  be ing  informed of 
any noncombatant c a s u a l t i e s  because of t h i s  a c t i o n  which I 
have descr ibed.  

I0: M r .  WEST? 

MR WEST: General YOUNG, I t h i n k  it might be h e l p f u l  t o  you 
i f  I gave t o  you some of t h e  evidence we have rece ived  up t o  
t h i s  p o i n t ,  concerning a  v i s i t  t o  you by Colonel HOLLADAY and 
what he t e s t i f i e d  he t o l d  you a t  t h a t  t i m e .  I n  h i s  testimony 
Colonel HOLLADAY s t a t e d  t h a t  on t h e  n i g h t  of 16 March 1968, 
somewhere between 10 and 11 o ' c l o c k ,  Major WATKE came t o  s e e  
him and s a i d  t h a t  something unusual had occurred dur ing  t h e  
day. What he was t a l k i n g  about was t h a t  M r .  THOMPSON, a he l ­
i c o p t e r  p i l o t ,  had witnessed,  he s a i d ,  a l o t  of k i l l i n g  of 

(YOUNG) APP T-19 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 
 




FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

c i v i l i a n s  a t  My L a i  ( 4 )  . He w a s  very d i s t u r b e d  about  t h i s  
and a t  ope p o i n t  h e  set  h i s  h e l i c o p t e r  down, t h e  H - 2 3 ,  and 
t h r e a t e n e d  t o  shoo t  some s o l d i e r s  i f  t hey  d i d n ' t  s t o p  ad- 
vancing on some c i v i l i a n s ,  l a r g e l y  women and c h i l d r e n .  H e  
was a b l e  t o  g e t  t h e  s o l d i e r s  t o  s t o p  f i r i n g  i n  t h e  d i r e c t i o n  
of  t h e  c i v i l i a n s  and he  t h e n  had one of  h i s  gunsh ips  come 
down and evacua te  them. Th i s  was done and one gunship came 
down and made two t r i p s  t o  t a k e  them o u t  t o  s a f e t y .  Now, 
t h i s  was t h e  g e n e r a l  background of it. Then t h e r e  was some 
p a r t i c u l a r  t es t imony of Colonel  HOLLADAY which I w i l l  g i v e  
i n  more d e t a i l .  Colonel  HOLLADAY was asked t h i s  ques t ion :  

"Q. A r e  you s u r e  t h a t  h e  (Major WATKE) i n d i c a t e d  
t o  you t h a t  M r .  THOMPSON had r e p o r t e d  t o  you t h a t  
h e  had seen  t h e  k i l l i n g  of noncombatants? 

"A. Y e s ,  s i r .  One ph rase  s t i c k s  i n  my mind: 
t h a t  t h e r e  was a s e r g e a n t  s t a n d i n g  on t h e  bank 
of  a d i t c h  f i r i n g  an M-16 o r  an M-60 r i f l e  i n t o  
t h e  c i v i l i a n s  who w e r e  s t a n d i n g  i n  t h e  ditch-.- 
t h e  people  who were i n  t h e  d i t c h  h id ing .  Two 
t h i n g s  remain i n  my mind from t h a t  conve r sa t ion .  
It  w a s  t h e  s h o o t i n g  i n  t h e  d i t c h  and h i s  t h r e a t -  
en ing  t o  f i r e  upon American s o l d i e r s  t h a t  w e r e  
advancing towards t h i s  cave.  

"Q. Did h e  g i v e  any i n d i c a t i o n  how many people  
were i n  t h i s  d i t c h ?  

"A. A g r e a t  many. I can ' t  r e c a l l  t h e  numbers 
offhand.  I c a n ' t  r e c a l l  t h e  number r evea l ed .  

"Q. But he  d i d  g i v e  t h e  impress ion t h a t  a l a r g e  
number of c i v i l i a n s  were i n  t h e  d i t c h ,  and d i d  
h e  i n d i c a t e  what k ind  of  s e r g e a n t  it was? 

"A. No, sir. A t  least I d o n ' t  remember. 

"Q. Aside from t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  i n c i d e n t ,  d i d  he 
(Major WATKE) r e l a t e  how many a d d i t i o n a l  c i v i l i a n s  
he  might have seen  k i l l e d  o r  wounded? 

"A. I would h e s i t a t e  t o  s a y ,  b u t  t h e  f i g u r e  120 
s t i c k s  i n  my mind. But I don ' t know whether  it 
evolved from t h a t  conve r sa t ion  o r  as a l a t e r  f i g u r e .  

"Q. So h e  r e l a t e d  t o  you b a s i c a l l y  t h e  two 
t h i n g s  t h a t  s t a y  i n  your  mind. Would you 
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p l e a s e  r epea t  those  again? These a r e  important  
t o  us he re .  

"A. Two th ings  s t and  o u t  i n  my mind about 
t h a t  conversa t ion  and I might p o i n t  o u t  
t h a t  w e  t a l k e d  f o r  some t ime,  n o t  j u s t  
f o r  5 minutes. M r .  THOMPSON had seen many 
c i v i l i a n s  being k i l l e d .  One group i n  
t h e  d i t c h  being f i r e d  on from t h e  bank 
by a se rgean t .  Another group of 1 2  were 
e i t h e r  t r y i n g  t o  g e t  t o  a cave o r  he took 
them t o  a cave were be ing  advanced on by 
a group of American s o l d i e r s ,  and he p u t  
h i s  h e l i c o p t e r  down and th rea tened  t o  shoot  
t h e  American s o l d i e r s  i f  they  advanced f u r t h e r .  
H e  e i t h e r  go t  them i n t o  a cave o r  o u t  of t h e  cave 
t o  comparative s a f e t y ,  and as  I r e c a l l  he evacuated 
a c h i l d  t o  t h e  h o s p i t a l .  

"Q. Do you r e c a l l  any o t h e r  t h i n g  about t h e  
conversa t ion  t h a t  n i g h t ,  about 10 o r  11 o ' c l o c k  
on t h e  n i g h t  of 1 6  March with Major WATKE, t h a t  
could shed some l i g h t  on t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ?  

"A. Well ,  we agonized, i f  I can use t h a t  term, 
about  t h i s ,  and I t r i e d  t o  impress upon Fred t h a t  
t h e  r a m i f i c a t i o n s  of t h i s  t h i n g  could be very bad. 
I guess t h a t ' s  about it. 

"Q. I n  your mind d i d  you recognize t h a t  a t  t h a t  
t i m e  i f  what was repor ted  was t r u e ,  t h a t  t h i s  was 
a major war a t r o c i t y ?  

"A.  I would h e s i t a t e  t o  use t h a t  t e r m .  I d o n ' t  
t h i n k  I would r e f e r  t o  it as  an a t r o c i t y .  

"Q. What was your primary concern a t  t h a t  p o i n t  
i n  time? 

"A.  I b e l i e v e  my primary concern was whether I 
should go and wake up General YOUNG--at t h i s  t ime 
it was about midnight--or whether I should w a i t  
u n t i l  t h e  fol lowing morning t o  pass  t h i s  on. 

"Q. With r e s p e c t  t o  what happened on t h e  ground, 
was your b i g  concern--were you more concerned wi th  
t h e  conf ron ta t ion  which e x i s t e d  between your f o r c e s  
and t h e  American f o r c e s  on t h e  ground, o r  was it 
t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e  Vietnamese, a c e r t a i n  number of 
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Vietnamese noncombatants, had been k i l l e d ?  

"A. I d o n ' t  b e l i e v e ,  s i r ,  t h a t  I could s e p a r a t e  
t h e  two. I t h i n k  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  a l a r g e  number of 
Vietnamese were apparent ly  k i l l e d  prompted one of 
my people t o  do what he d i d ,  and I t h i n k  they  a r e  
inseparab le .  They a r e  n o t  separable ,  c l e a r l y  de- 
f i n e d  a c t s .  One prompted t h e  o t h e r ,  sir. 

"Q. A l l  r i g h t .  You were then faced wi th  t h e  de- 
c i s i o n  whether t h a t  n i g h t  you went t o  General YOUNG 
o r  you waited u n t i l  t h e  fol lowing day? 

"A. Y e s ,  s i r .  

"Q. What was your dec is ion?  

"A. To w a i t  u n t i l  t h e  fol lowing morning. 

"Q. And a t  t h a t  time d id  you r e p o r t  t o  General 
YOUNG o r  t o  General KOSTER o r  t o  anybody e l s e  a t  
t h e  headquar ters  d i v i s i o n ?  What d i d  you t e l l  them? 

"A. I g o t  a hold  of Fred about 0730, a s  I r e c a l l  
t h e  t ime,  perhaps e a r l i e r ,  and we went t o  General 
YOUNG'S o f f i c e .  

"Q. Did you t a k e  Major WATKE with you? 

"A. I took him with me, yes ,  s i r .  I went t o  
General YOUNG'S o f f i c e  a t  Chu Lai  about 8 o ' c l o c k ,  
a s  I r e c a l l  t h e  t ime,  and t o l d  him t h a t  I had some­
t h i n g  I f e l t  he  should know, and we went i n  t o  h i s  
o f f i c e  and I had Major WATKE r e l a t e  t h e  same s t o r y  
h e  r e l a t e d  t o  me t h e  n igh t  be fo re  t o  General YOUNG. 

"Q, So d i d  you and Major WATKE t e l l  General YOUNG 
e x a c t l y  what you have j u s t  i n d i c a t e d  here?  

"A. Yes, sir. 
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"Q. Completely informing him of both i n c i d e n t s ?  

"A. Yes, sir. 

"Q. What d i d  General YOUNG say? And what d i d  
h e  do? 

"A. I ,  of course ,  cannot r e c a l l  verbat im what 
h e  s a i d .  He was very concerned with t h e  pro- 
b a b i l i t y  of Americans shoot ing  o t h e r  Americans. 
A t  t h a t  t ime e i t h e r  through h i s  a i d e  o r  t h e  ch ie f  
of s t a f f  he ordered t h a t  Colonel HENDERSON, t h e  
1 1 t h  Brigade Commander, and Lieutenant  Colonel 
BARKER of Task Force Barker meet him a t  LZ Dot t i e ,  
a t  about 10 o ' c l o c k .  I ' m  t r y i n g  t o  t h i n k  it 
was l a t e r .  I t  was before  noon. I t  was somewhere 
between 1000 and 1100. He a l s o  ordered t h a t  I 
be  t h e r e  and b r i n g  Major WATKE with me." 

That was about  t h e  e x t e n t  of Colonel HOLLADAY's testimony 
a s  t o  coming t o  s e e  you and concerning h i s  conference with 
you. Without going through it, Major WATKE's testimony i s  
i n  agreement with t h i s .  Does t h i s  h e l p  t o  r e f r e s h  your 
memory of what Colonel-- 

A. ( In te rpos ing)  Yes, s i r .  I would l i k e  t o  say ,  a s  
I s t a t e d  a t  t h e  o u t s e t ,  I was under t h e  impression t h a t ,  i f  
my memory s t i l l  s e r v e s  me c o r r e c t l y ,  t h a t  t h i s  took p l a c e  
a f t e r  t h e  evening b r i e f i n g ,  r a t h e r  than e a r l y  i n  t h e  morn- 
ing.  Again I know t h a t  t h e  fol lowing day, I d i d  go t o  LZ 
Dot t i e .  I d i d  t a l k  to--may I say t h a t  very poss ib ly  Major 
WATKE was p r e s e n t  with Colonel HOLLADAY, a s  I i n d i c a t e d  
be fo re .  On t h e  fol lowing day I d id  go t o  LZ D o t t i e ,  I d i d  
t a l k  t o  Colonel HENDERSON and Colonel BARKER. And I ' m  s u r e  
t h a t  Major WATKE and Colonel HOLLADAY were p r e s e n t .  I be­
l i e v e  they  were p resen t .  Because Colonel HOLLADAY o f t e n  went 
wi th  m e .  

Q. A l l  r i g h t ,  I t h i n k  General PEERS i s  going t o  g e t  
i n t o  t h a t  phase p r e t t y  soon. 

10: I t h i n k  r i g h t  now f o r  t h e  b e n e f i t  of a l l  concerned 
t h a t  we a r e  going t o  have t o  t a k e  a noon break anyhow and t h i s  
does provide us a good c u t o f f .  W e ' l l  t a k e  a r e c e s s  a t  t h i s  
t i m e  and w e ' l l  reconvene a t  1400 hours.  

A. Yes, sir. 

(The hea r ing  recessed  a t  1 2 4 9  hours ,  1 3  December 
1969 .) 
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(The hea r ing  reconvened a t  1403 hours ,  13  December 
1969.) 

I0 : The hea r ing  w i l l  come t o  order .  

RCDR: A l l  persons p r e s e n t  when t h e  hear ing  recessed a r e  
again p resen t .  

The hea r ing  r e c a l l s  Br igad ie r  General YOUNG. 

General YOUNG, s i r ,  you a r e  reminded t h a t  you 
you a r e  s t i l l  under oa th  i n  t h i s  hearing.  

I0: When we recessed ,  General YOUNG, we were j u s t  
concluding acquain t ing  you w i t h  some of t h e  testimony of 
some of t h e  previous wi tnesses  concerning t h e i r  d i scuss ion  
a s  r e l a t e s  t o  t h e  i n c i d e n t  repor ted  t o  you. We have had 
t h i s  r ecess  now. From what has  been brought o u t ,  have you 
r e c a l l e d  any p a r t i c u l a r  i n c i d e n t  o r  d iscuss ion  t o  your mind? 

A. No, s i r ,  n o t  o t h e r  than what I have t o l d  you 
be£ore .  

Q. When you proceeded t o  D o t t i e ,  I th ink  i t  i s  re­
f e r r e d  t o  a s  F i r e  Support Base D o t t i e ,  i s n ' t  i t ?  

A. y e s ,  s ir .  

Q. Most people r e f e r  t o  it as  LZ Dottie-­

A. ( ~ n t e r p o s i n g )With t h e  f i r e  support  team. 

Q. What happened t h e r e ?  

A .  I went t o  F i r e  Support Base D o t t i e  and got  Colonel 
HENDERSON, Colonel BARKER and Colonel HOLLADAY. I know 
t h a t  Major WATKE was a t  t h e  f i r e  support  base ,  b u t  I cannot 
say whether he  was i n  t h e  conversa t ion .  I t o l d  Colonel 
HENDERSON t h a t  t h e  d i v i s i o n  commander had d i r e c t e d  t h a t  
t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  be i n i t i a t e d  immediately and t h a t  Colonel 
HOLLADAY was p r e s e n t  and could inform him of t h e  a l l e g a t i o n s .  
I t o l d  Colonel HENDERSON immediately t o  i n v e s t i g a t e  t h e  
a l l e g a t i o n ,  should smoke o u t  t h e  f a c t s ,  and inform t h e  
d i v i s i o n  commander a s  soon as  poss ib le .  I t  was a very 
s h o r t  conversat ion and I l e f t .  Colonel HOLLADAY and Colonel 
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BARKER and Colonel HENDERSON were t h e r e  when I l e f t .  T h a t ' s  
genera l ly  what took p lace ,  General PEERS. 

Q o  
  When you t a lked  t o  General KOSTER, G e n ~ r a lYOUNG, 
what w a s  your impression of t h e  kind of i n v e s t i g a t i o n  t h a t  
General KOSTER des i red?  

A. Well, my impression was t h a t  he wanted t h e  a l l e ­
ga t ions  completely i n v e s t i g a t e d  and repor ted  t o  him with t h e  
f a c t s  as quickly  a s  poss ib le .  

Q. Where d i d  t h i s  meeting a t  F i r e  Support Base Dot t i e  
t a k e  place? 

A. Where, a t  F i r e  Support Base Dot t ie?  

Q. Yes .  

A. It took p lace  e i t h e r  i n s i d e  o r  i n  t h e  c lose  
v i c i n i t y  of Colonel BARKER'S q u a r t e r s .  I t h i n k  it took 
p l a c e  i n s i d e .  

Q . What form d i d  t h a t  take--his q u a r t e r s ?  

A.  H e  had, a s  I r e c a l l ,  a ton-and-a-half t r a i l e r  b u i l t  
up wi th  a bed i n  t h e r e ,  and a t a b l e ,  i n s i d e  t h e  t r a i l e r .  

Q A van? 

A .  A van, yes ,  s ir .  I b e l i e v e  it was a t r a i l e r  
r e a l l y .  

Q On t h a t  occasion d i d  you--in your presence d i d  
you g ive  Colonel HOLLADAY and/or Major WATKE an oppor tuni ty  
t o  exp la in  what had been repor ted  t o  them? 

A. I b e l i e v e ,  General PEERS, t h a t  I re layed t h e  
i n s t r u c t i o n s  of t h e  d i v i s i o n  commander and t o l d  Colonel 
HENDERSON t h a t  t h e s e  gentlemen were a v a i l a b l e  t o  g ive  him 
a d d i t i o n a l  d e t a i l s .  

Q I ' m  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  knowing what information Colonel 
HENDERSON rece ived  from Colonel HOLLADAY o r  Major WATKE? 
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A. While I was p resen t  he rece ived ,  e s s e n t i a l l y ,  t h e  
information which I have provided i n  t h i s  testimony. Now, I 
d o n ' t  know what he rece ived  a f t e r  I l e f t ,  because a s  I r e c a l l  
Colonel HOLLADAY and Major WATKE were s t i l l  t h e r e  with Colonel 
HENDERSON and Colonel BARKER when I departed.  

Q I know i t ' s  a long time ago, but  can you s t a t e  t o  
t h e  b e s t  of your r e c o l l e c t i o n  exac t ly  what you t o l d  Colonel 
HENDERSON wi th  r e s p e c t  t o  an i n v e s t i g a t i o n ?  

A .  S i r ,  t o  t h e  b e s t  of my r e c o l l e c t i o n  I t o l d  Colonel 
HENDERSON t h a t  t h e  d i v i s i o n  commander had d i r e c t e d  t h a t  he 
i n i t i a t e  an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  immediately i n t o  t h e  a l l e g a t i o n  
which had been repor ted  t o  me by Colonel HOLLADAY, and t h a t  
he should smoke o u t  t h e  f a c t s ,  g e t  t h e  d e t a i l s ,  and g ive  t h e  
d i v i s i o n  commander t h e  d e t a i l s  a s  quickly  a s  poss ib le .  

Q.  Was it your i n t e n t  a t  t h a t  time t h a t  Colonel 
HENDERSON himself conduct t h a t  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  o r  t h a t  he ,  
  
should have an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  conducted? 
 

A. To t h e  b e s t  of my memory t h e  d i v i s i o n  commander 
d i d  n o t  spec i fy  f o r  Colonel HENDERSON t o  pe r sona l ly  conduct 
t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  t h a t  i n  t h e  d i v i s i o n  
commander's i n s t r u c t i o n s ,  and I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  pass ing  on such 
i n s t r u c t i o n s  t o  Colonel HENDERSON. 

Q. I n  t h i s  meeting i n  t h e  van, o r  headquar ters ,  o r  
o f f i c e ,  whatever it may be,  was t h e r e  any focus put  on t h e  
f a c t  t h a t  an American cap ta in  had been observed by an aero-
scout  p i l o t  k i l l i n g  a woman? 

A.  I do n o t  r e c a l l  t h a t  i n  t h e  conversa t ion ,  no, s i r .  

Q Even i f  it had been a p a r t  of t h e  conversa t ion ,  
  
would it have been t h e  c e n t r a l  t h r u s t  of t h e  conversat ion? 
  

' This was r e a l l y  what w a s  t o  be inves t iga ted?  

A. I d o n ' t  know, General PEERS. I th ink  t h a t  t h e  
c e n t r a l  t h r u s t  was t h e  fac t - - the  a l l e g a t i o n  of t h e  t r o o p s '  
engagement. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  t h i s  being d iscussed  a t  t h i s  time. 
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Q Was t h e r e  ,any s t a t emen t  made i n  t h i s  meeting
which might t e n d  toward c a u t i o n i n g  a g a i n s t  any l o o s e  t a l k  
u n t i l  t h i s  matter had been thoroughly i n v e s t i g a t e d ?  

A .  Y e s ,  sir. I t h i n k  t h a t  it was c l e a r l y  po in t ed  
o u t  t h a t  it w a s  neces sa ry  t o  make t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  a s  
q u i c k l y  a s  p o s s i b l e  i n  o r d e r  t o  d i s p e l  any rumors o r  t h e  
l i k e .  

Q. D o  you r e c a l l  a s t a t e m e n t  be ing  made t o  t h e  e f f e c t  
t h a t ,  " I t ' s  o n l y  t h e  f i v e  of  us h e r e  t h a t  know about  t h i s . "  

A. No, s i r ,  a b s o l u t e l y  n o t ,  because  t h a t  wouldn ' t  
have been t r u e .  

Q Is t h e r e  anyth ing  else about  t h i s  meet ing i n  
Colonel  BARKER'S q u a r t e r s  t h a t  s t a n d s  o u t  i n  your  mind now, 
t h a t  you t h i n k  can h e l p  us  i n  o u r  i n q u i r y ?  

A .  No, sir ,  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  s o .  I c a n ' t  recall  any­
t h i n g  a t  t h i s  t i m e  t h a t  cou ld  be of  any a s s i s t a n c e  t o  you. 

Q Did you p u t  a t i m e  l i m i t a t i o n  on t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  
when it w a s  t o  be completed? 

A .  S i r ,  I t h i n k  I made t h e  s t a t e m e n t  " a s  soon as 
. p o s s i b l e . "  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  any t i m e  l i m i t a t i o n s .  

10:  M r .  MACCRATE, do you have any q u e s t i o n s  t h a t  you 
would l i k e  t o  add res s  t o  General  YOUNG concern ing  t h e  meeting 
i n  t h e  van? 

MR MACCFWTE: General  YOUNG, by way o f  c l a r i f i c a t i o n ,  I t h i n k  
t h a t  i n  r e sponse  t o  General  PEERS' q u e s t i o n  you s a i d  " c e n t r a l  
t h r u s t "  r e l a t e d  t o  t h e  t r o o p s '  engagement. I t h i n k  I know 
what you a l l u d e  t o ,  b u t  i f  you would c l a r i f y  what- ­

A .  ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  I ' m  speak ing  o f  t h e  p rev ious  tes t i ­
mony where I i n d i c a t e d  t h e  p l a toon- - f ind ing  t h e  c i v i l i a n s  i n  
t h e  c r o s s f i r e ,  t h a t ' s  what I c a l l  it. T h a t ' s  what I was 
speaking o f ,  s ir .  

Q Where t h e  p i l o t  spoke t o  t h e  p l a t o o n  l e a d e r ?  
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A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q. Do you r e c a l l  any d i s c u s s i o n  i n  t h i s  mee t ing ,  which 
you s a y  may have t a k e n  p l a c e  i n  t h e  van,  abou t  a Negro s e r g e a n t  
f i r i n g  i n t o  a d i t c h ?  Any mention a t  t h a t  t ime?  

A. No, s i r .  I do n o t  r e c a l l  t h a t  b e i n g  d i s c u s s e d  a t  
any t i m e  i n  my p re sence .  I t  p o s s i b l y  cou ld  have been d i s cus sed  
a f t e r  I d e p a r t e d  t h e r e .  I do n o t  r e c a l l  t h a t  i n  o u r  d i s c u s ­
s i o n .  

Q Was t h e r e  any d i s c u s s i o n  a t  t h a t  t i m e  abou t  t h e  
c i v i l i a n  c a s u a l t y  f i g u r e s  of  t h e  p r eced ing  day? 

A .  Not w h i l e  I was p r e s e n t  i n  t h i s  mee t ing ,  s i r .  

Q Was t h e r e  any d i s c u s s i o n  o f  t h e  e f f e c t  t h a t  
t h i s  might  have upon t h e  e f f e c t i v e n e s s  of  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  o f  
Task Force Barker?  The morale of  t h e  p e r s o n n e l ?  

A .  I t h i n k  t h a t  it was c l e a r l y  p o i n t e d  o u t  t h a t  i f  
t h i s  a l l e g a t i o n  was t r u e  i t  would c e r t a i n l y  have s e r i o u s  
i m p l i c a t i o n s .  T h e r e f o r e ,  i t  was n e c e s s a r y  t o  make a thorough 
i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  

Q Was t h e r e  any r e f e r e n c e  t o  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  Colone l  
HENDERSON had j u s t  t a k e n  command t h e  p r e c e d i n g  day? 

A .  Not t h a t  I r e c a l l ,  s i r .  

Q Did h e  r e f e r  t o  t h i s  f a c t  a t  any t i m e  t h a t  h e  was 
new i n  command, j u s t  hav ing  on t h e  1 5 t h ,  a c t u a l l y ,  of  March, 
assumed t h e  command from General  LIPSCOMB? 

A. I canno t  remember any remark o f  t h i s  n a t u r e ,  sir. 

Q When you had  spoken w i t h  General  KOSTER, d i d  h e  
r e f e r  t o  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e r e  was a new commanding o f f i c e r  of 
t h e  1 1 t h  Br igade?  

A .  No, s i r ,  I do n o t  r e c a l l  General  KOSTER making any 
such  remark. 
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Q. W e l l ,  was t h e r e  any r e f e r e n c e  t o  whom you w e r e  
going t o  speak about  who would make t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ?  

A. By General  KOSTER, s i r ?  

Q. Y e s .  

A. No, s i r ,  n o t  t h a t  I can r e c a l l .  General  KOSTER 
i n s t r u c t e d  me t o  d i r e c t  Colonel  HENDERSON t o  conduct t h e  
i n v e s t i g a t i o n  immediately.  H e  d i d  n o t  s p e c i f y  t h a t  Colonel  
HENDERSON would i n v e s t i g a t e  i t ,  t o  t h e  b e s t  of  my memory. 

Q E i t h e r  i n  t h e  preced ing  c o n v e r s a t i o n  w i t h  General  
KOSTER o r  t h e  d i s c u s s i o n  t h a t  fol lowed w i t h  Colonel  HENDERSON, 
w a s  t h e r e  any r e f e r e n c e  t o  t h e  g e n e r a l  m a t t e r  o f  r e l a t i o n s  
w i t h  t h e  l o c a l  popu la t ion?  

A.  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  t h a t ,  sir.  

Q. O r  i n  r e l a t i o n  t o  t h e  o v e r a l l  p a c i f i c a t i o n  pro ­
gram, and t h e  importance o f  the--or t h e  s e r i o u s n e s s  of k i l l ­
i n g  of  c i v i l i a n s  t o  t h a t  program? 

A .  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  any r e f e r e n c e .  However, it d i d ,  
ve ry  p o s s i b l y ,  t a k e  p l a c e .  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  it though,  
s p e c i f i c a l l y .  

By t h e  t i m e  t h a t  you had t h i s  meet ing a t  LZ ~ o t t i e ,  
i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  a r e p o r t  by Colonel  HOLLADAY, what o t h e r  i n ­
fo rmat ion  had you r ece ived  about  t h e  o p e r a t i o n s  of  t h e  p re ­
c ed ing  day t h a t  was d i s c u s s e d  i n  t h e  meeting? 

Q e  
  

A. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  any o t h e r  t o p i c  t h a t  I d i s c u s s e d ,  
o t h e r  t h a n  t h e  p a s s i n g  on of  t h e  i n s t r u c t i o n s  of  t h e  d i v i ­
s i o n  commander, t o  t h e  b e s t  o f  my knowledge. 

Q- Well ,  you had t h e  p reced ing  evening ,  you r e c a l l e d  
obse rv ing  t h e  K I A  t o  weapons r a t i o  and exp res sed  some concern 
about  t h i s .  Was t h i s  a t  any t ime ,  up t o  t h i s  p o i n t ,  r e l a t e d  
t o  c i v i l i a n  c a s u a l t i e s - - t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  of  c i v i l i a n  c a s u a l t i e s ?  

A .  Very p o s s i b l y  it was. I made r e f e r e n c e  t o  t h e  f a c t  
t h a t  it appeared r a t h e r  s t r a n g e ,  t h e  l a c k  of weapons t h a t  were 
cap tu red  w i t h  t h e  s i g n i f i c a n t  r e p o r t  o f  enemy k i l l e d .  
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Q. Can you r e c a l l  having a t  t h a t  t ime f i g u r e s  r e l a t ­
i n g  t o  c i v i l i a n  c a s u a l t i e s  of t h e  day before? 

A.  C i v i l i a n  c a s u a l t i e s ,  s i r ?  

Q. Y e s .  

A .  I d o n ' t  be l i eve  t h a t  f i g u r e  o r  any f i g u r e  of 
c i v i l i a n  c a s u a l t i e s  was discussed.  I c a n ' t  r e c a l l  a f i g u r e .  

Q . Did you ask e i t h e r  Colonel HENDERSON o r  Colonel 
BARKER any ques t ion ,  t h a t  you can r e c a l l ,  about c i v i l i a n  
c a s u a l t i e s ?  

A. I asked i f  t h e r e  had been any repor ted ,  b u t  I don't- ­
and I was assured  a t  t h a t  t ime t h a t  t h i s  a l l e g a t i o n - - t h a t  they 
were unaware of t h i s  a l l e g a t i o n .  

Q. What i s  t h i s  a l l e g a t i o n ?  

A.  This  a l l e g a t i o n  of t h e  c i v i l i a n  c a s u a l t i e s ,  s ir .  

Q W e l l ,  h a d n ' t  t h e r e  come i n  t h e  SITREP of t h e  day 
before ,  o r  i n  o t h e r  communications received dur ing  t h e  day, 
o t h e r  information as  t o  c i v i l i a n  c a s ~ ~ a l t i e s ?  

A. A r e  you speaking of t h e  repor ted  c i v i l i a n  c a s u a l t i e s  
due t o  a r t i l l e r y  f i r e ?  

Q. O r  any o t h e r  cause.  

A. This--I b e l i e v e  I can r e c a l l  a r e p o r t ,  i n  t h e  log 
o r  maybe it came from Colonel BARKER o r  Colonel HENDERSON, 
of some c i v i l i a n  c a s ~ a l t i e sdue t o  a r t i l l e r y  f i r e .  Tha t ' s  
t h e  only t h i n g  t h a t  I can r e c a l l .  I c a n ' t  r e c a l l  whether 
t h i s  was d iscussed  a t  t h i s  meeting o r  not .  

Q Well, had you any d i r e c t i v e  a t  t h a t  t ime f o r  
e i t h e r  Colonel HENDERSON o r  Colonel BARKER w i t h  r e s p e c t  t o  
i n v e s t i g a t i n g  those  c i v i l i a n  c a s u a l t i e s ?  Those t h a t  were 
r epor ted  t h a t  day? 

A .  S i r ,  t o  t h e  b e s t  of  my memory, I was i n s t r u c t e d  
by General KOSTER t o  pass on t h e  word t o  Colonel HENDERSON 
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t o  conduct t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  based upon t h e  a l l e g a t i o n  which 
came from Colonel HOLLADAY. To t h e  b e s t  of my memory, General 
KOSTER gave no i n s t r u c t i o n s ,  t o  me a t  l e a s t ,  t o  i n v e s t i g a t e  
t h e  c i v i l i a n  c a s u a l t i e s .  The i n v e s t i g a t i o n  was t c  focus upon 
t h e  a l l e g a t i o n  repor ted  by Colonel HOLLADAY. 

Q. Did you ask Colonel BARKER what he knew about t h e  
i n c i d e n t  a s  r epor ted  by t h e  p i l o t ? ,  

A. y e s ,  s i r  
  

Q *  What d i d  Colonel BARKER say? 
  

A. H e  a c t e d  q u i t e  s u r p r i s e d  and gave every assurance 
t h a t  t h e r e  had n o t  been any c a s u a l t i e s  r e s u l t i n g  from h i s  
t roops .  

Q- A r e  you q u i t e  s u r e  t h a t  he  expressed s u r p r i s e  a t  
t h a t  time? 

A. y e s ,  sir.  

Q Did he i n d i c a t e  t h a t  he had n o t  heard t h i s  before?  
That he  w a s  hea r ing  it f o r  t h e  f i r s t  t ime? 

A. No, s i r .  He had i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  he had rece ived  
t h i s  r e p o r t ,  bu t  he i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  he d i d  n o t  a c t u a l l y  b e l i e v e  
what had been repor ted .  

Q Did he i n d i c a t e  when he had rece ived  t h e  r e p o r t ?  

A. I t h i n k  t h a t ,  i f  I r e c a l l ,  s i r ,  this--he i n d i ­
c a t ed  t h a t  he rece ived  t h i s  r e p o r t  dur ing  t h e  conduct of t h e  
opera t ion  on the previous day. 

Q - Did you ask him what he d i d  a f t e r  he rece ived  
t h e  r e p o r t ,  e i t h e r  t o  confirm o r  t o  f i n d  o u t  more about i t ?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r ,  I ' m  s u r e  t h i s  was asked and I think- ­

Q- ( In te rpos ing)  What d i d  he say? 

A. That he had ques t ioned,  I wouldn ' t  say ques t ioned,  
t h a t  he had looked i n t o  t h e  ma t t e r  and he  d i d n ' t  f i n d  any 
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b a s i s  f o r  it. 

a* Did h e  say  how h e  looked i n t o  t h e  m a t t e r ?  

A.  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  t h a t ,  sir .  

Q Did h e  t e l l  you t o  whom h e  had spoken? 

A. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  t h a t  e i t h e r ,  s ir .  

Q Did h e  i n d i c a t e  t h a t  he  had spoken t o  t h e  p i l o t ?  

A .  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  h i s  speaking t o  t h e  p i l o t ,  h e  may 
have.  I d o n ' t  remember t h a t .  

Q Well, do I unders tand t h a t  it w a s  your under ­
s t a n d i n g  t h a t  a t  t h i s  t ime Colonel  BARKER had a l r e a d y  
i n v e s t i g a t e d  t h e  ma t t e r ?  

A .  No, s i r ,  I wouldn ' t  s ay  i n v e s t i g a t e d  t h e  ma t t e r .  
I t  was t h e  unders tanding  a t  t h i s  t i m e  t h a t  h e  had been 
informed of  t h e  m a t t e r  and had looked i n t o  i t ,  b u t  a s  o f  
t h a t  moment he  had found no b a s i s  f o r  t h e  a l l e g a t i o n .  

Q - Well,  d i d  you i n d i c a t e  t o  Colonel  HENDERSON what 
you wanted him t o  do t h a t  Colonel  BARKER had n o t  a l r e a d y  
done? 

A .  Yes, sir. I i n d i c a t e d  t o  Colonel  HENDERSON 
e x a c t l y  what t h e  d i v i s i o n  commander had s t a t e d  and t h a t  was 
t o  conduct a thorough b r i e f i n g  i n t o  t h i s  a l l e g a t i o n  
immediately.  

Q And what d i d  you expec t  him t o  do i n  response  t o  
t h a t  d i r e c t i v e ?  

A .  I expec ted  him t o  do e x a c t l y  what t h e  commander 
had s a i d ,  s i r ,  and t h a t  was t o  conduct  an in -dep th  i n v e s t i - '  
g a t i o n  t o  de te rmine  whether o r  n o t  t h e  a l l e g a t i o n  was t r u e  
o r  f a l s e .  

Q And what would such an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  i n c l u d e ?  

A .  What would such an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  i n c l u d e ?  I t  
would i n c l u d e  a d e t a i l e d  on-the-ground i n t e r v i e w ,  and 
s t a t e m e n t s ,  p o s s i b l y  s t a t e m e n t s  from those  who w e r e  
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f a m i l i a r  w i t h  t h e  o p e r a t i o n .  

Q And t h a t  would i n c l u d e  such people  a s ?  

A .  The people  who were involved  i n  t h e  o p e r a t i o n .  
The company commander, t h e  p l a toon  l e a d e r s ,  t h e  NCO, t h e  
e n l i s t e d  men, t h e  a r t i l l e r y  FO who was on t h e  ground,  t h e  
a v i a t i o n  suppor t  personne l  who suppor ted  t h e  o p e r a t i o n .  

I0 : General  YOUNG, i n  your  d i s c u s s i o n  w i t h  General  
KOSTER about  the--I 'm r e f e r r i n g  back t o  t h e  evening  of t h e  
1 6 t h ,  anytime du r ing  t h a t  evening  and p r i o r  t o  your  going 
t o  F i r e  Support  Base D o t t i e .  Did General  KOSTER inform 
you t h a t  h e  had i n t e r p o s e d  h imse l f  t o  countermand an o r d e r  
which had d i r e c t e d  C/1/20 t o  r e t r a c e  i t s  s t e p s  and 
r e tuyn  t o  My L a i  ( 4 )  and make a count  of  t h e  c i v i l i a n  
c a s u a l t i e s  by age ,  by s e x ,  and by how t h e y  were k i l l e d ?  

A .  I d o n ' t  remember t h a t ,  s ir .  I d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  
he  d i d .  

Q Mention it t o  you? 

A .  To m e ,  ye s .  

Q- Was t h i s  b rought  up i n  t h e  meeting? 

A. No, s ir .  A t  F i r e  Support  Base D o t t i e  t h e  fo l lowing  
day? 

Q Y e s .  

A .  No, s ir .  I do n o t  recall  t h a t .  

Q. You d i r e c t e d  t h a t  Colonel  HENDERSON conduct t h i s  
i n v e s t i g a t i o n  and Colonel  HENDERSON was t h e  one who i n i t i ­
a t e d  t h e  o r d e r  t o  r e t u r n  t h e  company through t h e  a r e a  and h e  
w a s ,  i n  h i s  words,  t r y i n g  t o  seek  a  reason  why t h e  company had 
n o t  been a l lowed t o  r e t u r n  and my q u e s t i o n  is#,whether o r  n o t  
h e  r a i s e d  t h e  q u e s t i o n  du r ing  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  d i s c u s s i o n  t h a t  
you had w i t h  him and wi th  t h e  o t h e r  t h r e e  i n d i v i d u a l s  i n  Colonel  
BARKER'S q u a r t e r s ?  
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A. I do n o t  r e c a l l ,  General  PEERS, t h a t  Colonel  
HENDERSON mentioned t h i s  f a c t  whatsoever.  

Q Do you r e c a l l  any th ing  t h a t  Colonel  HENDERSON 
o r  Colonel  BARICER might have s a i d  a t  t h a t  t ime? Did 
Colonel  HENDERSON, f o r  example, s t a t e  t h a t  he had t a l k e d  
t o  Captain  blEDINA, t h e  u n i t  commander, and t h a t  t h e r e  
w a s  no founda t ion  f o r  t h e  a l l e g a t i o n ?  

A. I do n o t  recal l  Colonel  HENDERSON s a y i n g  t h a t  
a t  t h a t  t i m e .  He s t a t e d  t h i s  t o  m e  a day o r  s o  l a te r ,  b u t  
on t h a t  d a t e  I do n o t  r e c a l l  him s t a t i n g  t h a t  h e  had 
t a l k e d  t o  t h e  company commander of C Company. 

I0: M r .  WEST? 

MR WEST : General  YOUNG, we have o f  course  t a l k e d  a t  ,some 
l e n g t h  t o  Colonel  YOUNG (sic)  (Colonel  HENDERSON) , Major WATKE, 
and Colonel  HOLLADAY concerning t h e  complaint  of  Warrant 
O f f i c e r  THOMPSON and t h e i r  p a s s i n g  t h i s  complaint  on t o  
you, and t h e n  about t h e  meeting i n  Colonel  BARKER'S van 
where t h i s  m a t t e r  was d i scussed .  T h e i r  t es t imony i s  i n  
c o n s i d e r a b l e  v a r i a n c e  w i t h  yours .  On t h e  m a t t e r  o f  emphasis 
a s  t o  t h e  s u b j e c t  which was t o  be  i n v e s t i g a t e d ,  Major WATKE 
t e s t i f i e d  t h a t  when he  g o t  THOMPSON'S r e p o r t  he w a s  concerned 
wi th  t h e  c o n f r o n t a t i o n  between h i s  people  and t h e  i n f a n t r y .  
He thought  t h i s  was something very s e r i o u s  and shou ld  n o t  b e  
t o l e r a t e d  and should  be  looked i n t o .  H e  was asked i f  h e  was 
concerned about  t h e  r e p o r t s  of t h e  unnecessary k i l l i n g  of  
c i v i l i a n s  and he s a i d ,  "Yes, t h a t  was a p a r t  o f  i t , "  b u t  
r i g h t  o r  wrong, h e  w a s  more concerned about  t h e  command 
a s p e c t  of t h e  c o n f r o n t a t i o n  between soldiers--some American 
s o l d i e r s  t h r e a t e n i n g  t o  shoot  o t h e r s .  However, when h e  passed 
on THOMPSON I s  s t o r y  t o  Colonel  HOLLADAY, h e  d i scove red  t h a t  
Colonel  HOLLADAY was much more concerned about t h e  complaint  of  
t h e  unnecessary k i l l i n g  of noncombatants--c ivi l ians  . He was 
ques t ioned  c l o s e l y  on t h i s  and s a i d ,  "Yes, t h a t ' s  t h e  way it was. 
H e  w a s  asked what your r e a c t i o n  was when Colonel  HOLLADAY and 
Major WATKE c a l l e d  on you,  and accord ing  t o  t h e  tes t imony of  both 
of them, Major WATKE t o l d  t h e  s t o r y  t o  you. He s a i d  t h a t  w h i l e  
you were concerned about  both  a s p e c t s ,  you were p r i m a r i l y  con­
cerned w i t h  t h e  a l l e g a t i o n s  of t h e  unnecessary k i l l i n g  of  
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noncombatants, and t h a t  l a t e r  when t h e  f i v e  of you met i n  t h e  
van, by t h a t  t ime t h e  conf ron ta t ion  aspect  was p r a c t i c a l l y  
fo rgo t t en .  The e n t i r e  emphasis w a s  on i n v e s t i g a t i o n  of t h e  
a l l e g a t i o n  of k i l l i n g  of noncombatants--that be ing  a consid ­
e r e d  a  very s e r i o u s  mat ter .  Major WATKE and Colonel HOLLADAY 
agreed t h a t  you d i r e c t e d  an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  and t h a t  you turned  
t o  Colonel HENDERSON and s a i d ,  " I  want you t o  i n v e s t i g a t e  
t h i s  ;" t h a t  you were t a l k i n g  about t h e  a l l e g a t i o n  of unnecessary 
k i l l i n g  of noncombatants; and t h a t  t h a t  was a l l  t h a t  was t o  be 
i n v e s t i g a t e d .  Colonel HENDERSON'S testimony agrees  with t h a t .  
I t  is i n  va r i ance  wi th  t h e  testimony of o t h e r s  with r e spec t  t o  
Colonel HENDERSON ' s  r e c o l l e c t i o n  t h a t  conducting t h e  i n v e s t i -  
ga t ion  was h i s  i d e a ,  no t  yours.  Colonel HENDERSON s t a t e s  t h a t  
he t o l d  you he was invest igat ing--he had a l ready s tar ted--and 
you approved t h i s .  General KOSTER's s ta tement  on t h e  24th of 
November t o  t h e  C I D  s a y s ,  a s  I r e c a l l ,  no th ing  about confronta t ion  
between t h e  t roops .  He says t h a t  he d i r e c t e d  an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  
be made i n t o  t h e  charges of i n d i s c r i m i n a t e  shoot ing  of c i v i l i a n s .  
This  was what w a s  t o  be looked i n t o .  I t  i s  n o t  c e r t a i n  j u s t  how 
t h i s  was t o  be passed on. He gave t h e  d i r e c t i o n  e i t h e r  t o  
Colonel PARSON o r  t o  you. This i s  h i s  r e c o l l e c t i o n .  He d i d n ' t  
q u i t e  r e c a l l  a l l  of it, b u t  he was r a t h e r  p o s i t i v e  about Colonel 
HENDERSON'S be ing  d i r e c t e d  t o  i n v e s t i g a t e  t h i s .  I t h i n k  you 
can understand,  General YOUNG, why we a r e  pursuing t h i s  l i n e  o f  
ques t ion ing  and why we a r e  concerned about t h e  var iance .  I t h i n k  
you can a p p r e c i a t e  t h e  impl ica t ions .  I f  c o r r e c t ,  t h i s  would be 
a  most s e r i o u s  t h i n g :  t h e  k i l l i n g  of poss ib ly  a l a r g e  number 
of noncombatants, women and c h i l d r e n ,  and t h a t  t h e s e  mat ters  
w e r e  brought t o  your a t t e n t i o n  and you d i d  noth ing  about it 
and you d i r e c t e d  some o t h e r  a spec t  be i n v e s t i g a t e d .  I t h i n k  
you'can a p p r e c i a t e  t h e  impl ica t ions .  In  view of t h e  testimony 
I have given you does t h i s  r e f r e s h  your memory i n  any respec t  
as  t o  what was d iscussed  i n  t h e  van--in Colonel BARKER'S van-­
when t h e  f i v e  of  you were p r e s e n t  and you i s s u e d  t h e  o rde r s  
about conducting an i n v e s t i g a t i o n ?  

A .  S i r ,  t h e  orders  t h a t  I i s sued  were from General 
KOSTER and t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  was d i r e c t e d  by General KOSTER. 
The information t h a t  I passed on t o  Colonel HENDERSON was t o  
i n v e s t i g a t e  t h e  a l l e g a t i o n s  t h a t  U . S .  f o rces  were f i r i n g  i n t o  
noncombatants and it was my understanding t h a t  t h i s  was t h e  
primary t h r u s t  h e r e ,  not  t h e  conf ron ta t ion  between t h e  h e l i -  
cop te r  p i l o t  and t h e  p la toon l e a d e r  wherein a t h r e a t  was made. 
Does t h a t  answer your ques t ion ,  s i r ?  
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Q Well, it l e a d s  t o  another  ques t ion .  Do you t h i n k  
you could poss ib ly  be mistaken as  t o  what General KOSTER 
s a i d  t o  you about t h e  s u b j e c t  of t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ?  

A. I d o n ' t  be l i eve  I could,  s i r .  I b e l i e v e  t h a t  General 
KOSTER--it w a s  q u i t e  c l e a r  t o  me what was t o  be done. 

MR MACCRATE: When you f i r s t  t o l d  General KOSTER of Colonel 
HOLLADAY1s r e p o r t ,  d i d  he i n d i c a t e  t h a t  he had heard any­
t h ing  p r i o r  t o  t h a t  time about t h e  unnecessary k i l l i n g  of 
c i v i l i a n s - - t h i s  i s  i n  t h e  course of t h e  opera t ion  on 1 6  March? 

A. No, s i r ,  no t  t h a t  I r e c a l l .  

Q Did you understand t h a t  you were t h e  f i r s t  one t o  
b r ing  any such information t o  h i s  a t t e n t i o n ?  

A. I t  was impression t h a t  t h i s  w a s  t h e  f i r s t  h e ' d  
heard of i t ,  sir .  

Q. And you would f i x  t h i s  as  sometime a f t e r  t h e  even­
ing  b r i e f  i n g  sess ion?  

A. I would f i x  t h i s  sometime i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  of  1830 
hours ,  as I s a i d  before .  I t  could have been p o s s i b l e  t h a t  it 
was t h e  next  morning, bu t  as  I remember t h e  sequence of events  
I s t a t e d ,  w e  had t h e  b r i e f i n g ,  General KOSTER went back t o  h i s  
o f f i c e ,  I went back t o  my o f f i c e ,  and t h a t  is  when Colonel 
HOLLADAY came. T h a t ' s  my memory, s i r .  

Q A t  t h a t  time of t h e  evening b r i e f i n g  was t h e r e  any 
cons ide ra t ion  given t o  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  t h a t  t h e  high K I A  t o  
weapons r a t i o  r e f l e c t e d  c i v i l i a n  c a s u a l t i e s ?  

A .  I t h i n k  it can b e s t  be s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e - - i t  was 
s u r p r i s i n g .  I know I was s u r p r i s e d  and I f e e l  c e r t a i n  t h e  
o t h e r s  were su rp r i sed .  

Q. But i n  r e l a t i o n  t o  noncombatants, was t h e r e  any 
d iscuss ion  as  t o  t h e  r a t i o  i n  those  terms and t h e  p o s s i b i l ­
i t y  t h a t  it might involve c i v i l i a n s  r a t h e r  than VC KIA? 

A. A t  t h e  evening b r i e f i n g  t h e r e  was none, s i r .  
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Q Well, on Sunday mornings do you--did you have 
an e a r l y  morning b r i e f i n g ?  

A. Every morning we had a b r i e f i n g  i n  General  
KOSTER ' s  o f f i c e .  

Q - Do you r e c a l l  t h e  b r i e f i n g  on t h e  morning of 
1 7  March, which was a Sunday? 

A. Not p a r t i c u l a r y ,  sir. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  i f  t h i s  
ma t t e r  was d iscussed .  

Q. Would you f i x  f o r  us again ,  a s  b e s t  you can, 
wsen it was t h a t  General KOSTER gave you t h e  d i r e c t i o n s  
t o  t a k e  t o  Colonel HENDERSON? 

A. Well, t o  t h e  b e s t  of my memory t h i s  occurred on 
t h e  evening of t h e  1 6 t h ,  not  on t h e  morning of t h e  17 th .  I 
s t a t e d  b e f o r e  t h a t  my memory t e l l s  me t h a t  I was v i s i t e d  by 
Colonel HOLLADAY a f t e r  t h e  evening b r i e f i n g ,  on t h e  afternoon 
of t h e  16 th .  

Q. And you had no r e c o l l e c t i o n  of  t h i s  ma t t e r  be ing  
d i scussed  i n  t h e  morning b r i e f i n g  on t h e  17th?  

A. I have no r e c o l l e c t i o n  of i t s  being d iscussed  on 
t h e  morning of t h e  17th .  I t  could have been d i scussed ,  b u t  
I t h i n k  I would have remembered. 

10: You have i n d i c a t e d ,  General YOUNG, t h a t  t h e r e  had 
been some d i scuss ion  concerning t h i s  unusual k i l l  r a t i o  t o  
weapons--125 t o  3 o r  thereabouts .  And a l s o  from Colonel 
HOLLADAY and Major WATKE t h e r e  was some i n d i c a t i o n  t h a t  U . S .  
personnel  were f i r i n g  i n t o  o r  a t  c i v i l i a n s .  A t  any time 
were t h e s e  two p u t  toge the r?  

A. I t  was p u t  t o g e t h e r  i n  my own mind t h a t  t h i s  was 
c e r t a i n l y  a s e r i o u s  o f fense  and i f  it were t r u e  it would be 
s e r i o u s  and we'd b e t t e r  make an i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  Therefore ,  
I went t o  t h e  d i v i s i o n  commander and recommended t h a t  he  d i r e c t  
t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  

Q. What I ' m  r e f e r r i n g  t o  i s  t h a t  you had 128 K I A  and 
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- .very few weapons and you g o t  a r e p o r t  of e i t h e r  f i r i n g  i n t o  
c i v i l i a n s  o r  noncombatants o r  k i l l i n g  of noncombatants. Was 

, 	 any c o n s i d e r a t i o n  g iven  t o  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  some o f  t h e  people  
of t h i s  128 could have i n  f a c t  been c i v i l i a n s ,  o r  noncombat­
a n t s ?  T h a t ' s  t h e  p o i n t  I'm r a i s i n g .  

A. S i r ,  t h e  thought  c e r t a i n l y  h i t  my mind t h a t  t h i s  
w a s  a p o s s i b i l i t y  and t h e r e f o r e  it was e s s e n t i a l  t h a t  it be 
i n v e s t i g a t e d .  

Q Did t h e  d i v i s i o n  have a p o l i c y  t h a t  when a s e r i o u s  
a l l e g a t i o n  such a s  t h i s  w a s  r a i s e d  t h a t  it immediately c u t  
o r d e r s  t o  a p p o i n t  an i n v e s t i g a t i n g  o f f i c e r ?  

A .  I d o n ' t  recall  t h a t  p o l i c y  be ing  made, b u t  I would 
. 	 l i k e  f o r  t h e  r e c o r d  t o  relate ano the r  i n s t a n c e  where t h i s  

course  of a c t i o n  w a s  fo l lowed.  May I have t h a t  permiss ion ,  
s i r ?  I merely want t h i s  i n q u i r y  t o  be aware, undoubtedly you 
a l r e a d y  aware, of a s i m i l i a r  i n s t a n c e  t h a t  took p l a c e  i n  
l a t e  May o r  e a r l y  June wherein an a l l e g a t i o n  w a s  made t h a t  
two n u r s e s ,  c i v i l i a n s ,  were raped  and k i l l e d .  This  occu r red  
dur ing  t h e  i n t e r i m  p e r i o d  between General  KOSTER and 
General  GETTYS when, I w a s  a c t i n g  d i v i s i o n  commander. I 
immediately appo in t ed  an A r t i c l e  32 i n v e s t i g a t i n g  o f f i c e r  
and I t h i n k  t h e  r e c o r d  i s  c l e a r  t h a t  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l s  i n  t h i s  
i n s t a n c e  w e r e  c o u r t - m a r t i a l e d ,  subsequent  t o  t h e  complet ion 
of t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i n g  and t h e  f i l i n g  of charges .  To answer 
your  q u e s t i o n ,  General  PEERS, I ' m  n o t  aware of any s p e c i f i c  
d i v i s i o n  p o l i c y  which r e q u i r e d  t h e  appointment o f  an inves ­
t i g a t i n g  o f f i c e r ,  b u t  t h i s  is  a course  of a c t i o n  t h a t  I e l e c t e d  
t o  fo l low i n  t h e  i n s t a n c e  t h a t  I j u s t  r e l a t e d  t o  you. I t ' s  
a very good p o s s i b i l i t y  t h a t  t h i s  was a d i v i s i o n  p o l i c y .  

Q 	 I art: aware t h a t  i n  t h e  l a t t e r  i n s t a n c e  t h a t  an 
i n v e s t i g a t i n g  o f f i c e r  w a s  appo in t ed  by d i v i s i o n  o r d e r .  

OA. Y e s ,  s ir ,  I appoin ted  him. 

Q. It is  f o r  t h i s  reason  t h a t  I am a s k i n g  why t h r e e  
months b e f o r e ,  approximate ly ,  i n  t h e  f a c e  o f  a s e r i o u s  a lPe ­
g a t i o n , t h a t  an i n v e s t i g a t i n g  o f f i c e r  was n o t  appoin ted  and 
why an app ropx ia t e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  was n o t  made? 

A.  I d o n ' t  know, sir. 
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I 0: Do you have any more ques t ion  concerning the  con­
ference i n  the--in Colonel BARKER'S q u a r t e r s ?  

MR WEST: Do I understand you t o  say t h a t  when Major WATKE 
and Colonel HOLLADAY came t o  see  you t o  make t h i s  r e p o r t  t o  
you, they d i d n ' t  d i scuss  o r  desc r ibe  i n  d e t a i l  t h e  complaint 
of k i l l i n g  of c i v i l i a n  noncombatants? 

A. To t h e  b e s t  of my knowledge, s i r ,  t h e  r e p o r t  t h a t  
Colonel HOLLADAY gave me was, as  I s t a t e d  here  be fo re  t h e  noon 
break, I do n o t  r e c a l l  t he  r e p o r t  being made as  it was brought 
ou t  i n  h i s  testimony which you read t o  me. 

I0: L e t  me phrase t h a t  i n  a d i f f e r e n t  way i f  I may? 
Did you r e c e i v e  a r e p o r t  i n . t h e  HOLLADAY-WATKE b r i e f i n g  
t h a t  they had seen a l a r g e  number of c i v i l i a n  o r  noncombatant 
bodies  which had been k i l l e d  throughout t h e  a r e a ?  

A. I d i d  no t ,  sir.  I do n o t  r e c a l l  t h a t  s ta tement  
being made. 

MR WEST: And then  General KOSTER' s  i n s t r u c t i o n s  t o  you were 
t o  have an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  made of t h i s  conf ron ta t ion  between 
the t roops?  . 

A. This  w a s  my understanding. Yes, s i r .  

Q- I t  was no t  t o  i n v e s t i g a t e  t h e  ind i sc r imina te  
k i l l i n g  of c i v i l i a n  noncombatants? 

A. No, sir.  No, sir. My understanding was t h a t  t h e  
i n v e s t i g a t i o n  which General KOSTER d i r e c t e d  would be of t h e  
a l l e g a t i o n  of t h e  f r i e n d l y  f o r c e s  having t h e  c i v i l i a n s  i n  t h e  
c r o s s f i r e ;  n o t  t h e  conf ron ta t ion  of t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  p i l o t  f ly -  
ing-- threatening the  ground t roops .  

Q. I th ink  I must have misunderstood you. What was t h e  
problem t h e r e ?  Was t h e  problem of lack of c o n t r o l  of the  t roops  
on the  ground? The commander on t h e  ground was n o t  keeping h i s  
t roops  under c o n t r o l ,  t h e i r  marching f i r e ?  What was it t h a t  was 
t o  be looked i n t o ?  

A. I d o n ' t  understand your ques t ion ,  sir.  
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. 	 Q. Well, I guess I d o n ' t  understand what was t o  be 
t h e  s u b j e c t  of t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  Would you mind g iv ing  m e  
t h a t  again? h 

A. Yes, sir. I t  was my understanding t h a t  the  purpose 
of the  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  which was d i r e c t e d  by t h e  d i v i s i o n  com­
mander, was t o  i n v e s t i g a t e  i n t o  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  
p i l o t  had repor ted  t h a t  f r i e n d l y  f o r c e s ,  whi le  engaging an 
enemy, had f i r e d  i n t o  o r  had these  noncombatants i n  c r o s s f i r e .  
The i n v e s t i g a t i o n  w a s  no t  designed t o  i n v e s t i g a t e  t h e  confron ­
t a t i o n  between t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  p i l o t  and the  ground p la toon 
l eader .  That was my understanding,  M r .  WEST. 

MR MACCRATE: May I ask a t  t h i s  p o i n t  a ques t ion  of c l a r i f i ­
c a t i o n ?  Was it an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  then  of t h e  conduct of t h e  
ground f o r c e s ,  e s sen t i a l ly - -o f  the  i n f a n t r y  p la toons  t h a t  
were involved? 

A .  The conduct o f  these  infantrymen having t h e  
  
c i v i l i a n s  i n  the  c r o s s f i r e ,  s i r .  
  

' 	MR FJEST: Hadn't you been informed t h a t  t h e r e  had been a h e l i ­
cop te r  p i l o t ,  and h i s  people had threa tened t o  f i r e  upon t h e  
i n f a n t r y  s o l d i e r s  on t h e  ground, i f  they d i d n ' t  s t o p  advancing 
towards the  c i v i l i a n s ?  

A. I w a s  informed of t h i s  by Colonel HOLLADAY, s ir .  

Q 	 Didn ' t  you t e l l  General KOSTER t h a t ?  

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q - And he d i d n ' t  ask you t o  have t h a t  i n v e s t i g a t e d ?  

A. H e  d i d n ' t  d i r e c t  me s p e c i f i c a l l y  t o  have t h a t  inves ­
t i g a t e d .  My i n s t r u c t i o n s  were t h e  primary purpose was t o  inves ­
t i g a t e  t h e  o t h e r  f a c e t  of t h i s  opera t ion .  

MR MACCRATE: Was t h e r e  any re fe rence  t o  t h e  f i r i n g  by gunships 
upon c i v i l i a n s ,  o r  by a r t i l l e r y  upon c i v i l i a n s ?  Was t h i s  t o  be 
included i n  the  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ?  

(YOUNG) 	 4 0  APP T-19 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 
 


A.  Yes, sir ,  I would t h i n k  so. 

Q. Was t h i s  r e f e r r e d  t o  i n  t h e  conversat ion with 
Colonel HENDERSON? 

A. It was. I b e l i e v e  t h a t  whi le  I was p r e s e n t  t h i s  
p o i n t  was brought t o  Colonel HENDERSON'S a t t e n t i o n - - t h i s  
a l l e g a t i o n  t h a t  t h e  h e l i c o p t e r s  had f i r e d  i n t o  t h e  group of 
people. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  it s p e c i f i c a l l y ,  b u t  I b e l i e v e  it did .  

Q. Was t h e r e  any re fe rence  t o  t h e  e f f e c t  of a r t i l l e r y  
f i r e ?  

A. None t h a t  I r e c a l l ,  sir .  

Q. General YOUNG, on 2 4  November General KOSTER gave 
a s ta tement  on t h i s  mat ter  and I would read you a s h o r t  s e r i e s  
of ques t ions  and answers r e l e v a n t  t o  what you have been t e s t i -  
fy ing  about.  

"Q. General KOSTER, what p o s i t i o n  of command 
d i d  you occupy on 1 6  March 1968?" 

And he s t a t e d  then  t h a t  he  was t h e  commanding genera l  of the 
America1 Divis ion a t  t h a t  t ime. 

"Q. Did you rece ive  a l l e g a t i o n s  t h a t  Vietnamese 
noncombatants were k i l l e d  dur ing  a combat a s s a u l t  
upon My Lai  ( 4 )  which was conducted by elements of 
Task Force Barker? 

"A. Yes, I heard about t h e s e  a l l e g a t i o n s  about 
midday on t h e  day of t h e  opera t ion  on 1 6  March 
1968. I had re turned  t o  d i v i s i o n  headquarters  
and it was repor ted  t o  me t h a t  a  h e l i c o p t e r  p i l o t  
had complained through t h e  commander of t h e  a v i a t i o n  
b a t t a l i o n  of t h e  ind i sc r imina te  shoot ing  of Vietnamese 
c i v i l i a n s .  I rece ived  t h i s  information through Colonel 
PARSONS o r  General YOUNG, al though I might have heard 
it d i r e c t l y  from Lieutenant  Colonel HOLLADAY, t h e  
a v i a t i o n  b a t t a l i o n  commander. A t  t h e  t ime I was a t  
my headquarters  a t  Chu La i .  

" Q .  What a c t i o n  d i d  you t a k e  on r e c e i p t  of 
t h e s e  a l l e g a t i o n s ?  
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"A. The a l l e g a t i o n  t h a t  I received was t h a t  
some u.S. t roops  had f i r e d  ind i sc r imina te ly  
i n  t h e  h e a t  of b a t t l e .  The f i r i n g  appeared t o  
be more than was needed. I d i r e c t e d  my chief  
of ' s t a f f  , Colonel PARSON, o r  t h e  a s s i s t a n t  
d i v i s i o n  commander, Brigader General YOUNG, t o  
have an immediate i n v e s t i g a t i o n  t o  f i n d  o u t  
j u s t  what happened." 

Does t h a t  c l a r i f y  your memory a t  a l l  as  t o  what you passed 
 

on t o  General KOSTER and what he d i r e c t e d  you t o  do? 
 


A. I d idn ' t - - I  d o n ' t  r e c a l l  t h a t  General KOSTER knew 
about t h i s  a t  noon on t h a t  da te .  I t  was my impression--at 
l e a s t  he d id  n o t  t e l l  me t h a t  he had known about it, when 
I repor ted  t o  him on what I had learned.  A s  I s t a t e d  be fo re ,  
I thought t h a t  t h i s  was t h e  f i r s t  time he had known about it. 
A s  a r e s u l t  of t h a t  it w a s  a t  t h a t  time t h a t  I was t o l d  t o  
contac t  Colonel HENDERSON and d i r e c t  him t o  make an i n v e s t i ­
ga t ion .  

Q. You can a p p r e c i a t e  t h a t  General KOSTER's  memory
may be p laying  him t r i c k s .  We ' r e  probing-- 

A. ( In te rpos ing)  I understand, M r .  WEST. 

10: I w i l l  aga in  r e f e r  back t o  i tem number 2 8  i n  t h e  
log  which, a s  you r e c a l l ,  repor ted  t h a t  a s  of 9 : 3 0  i n  
t h e  morning t h a t  i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  o t h e r  body counts  which 
had been made--actually t h e r e  was another  e n t r y  of 1 4 - - i t  
s t a t e s  t h a t  a s  a r e s u l t  of a r t i l l e r y  fire--69 VC K I A ' s  w e r e  
a r e s u l t  of t h i s  a r t i l l e r y  f i r e  t h i s  morning. I should t e l l  
you a l s o ,  f o r  your b e n e f i t ,  t h a t  General KOSTER was a t  F i r e  
Support Base D o t t i e  t h a t  morning about t h i s  time and he d i d  
then  t a l k  t o  Colonel HENDERSON who had been f l y i n g  over t h e  
a rea  and had picked up what was suspected t o  be two V C ' s  
who had escaped from a crowd of people moving down t h e  road. 
I n  t h e  process  of t h i s  opera t ion  he had seen what he  had con­
s ide red  s i x  o r  e i g h t  dead, genera l ly  along t h e  road b u t  t o  
t h e  south of My Lai  Vi l l age .  I n  Colonel HENDERSON'S words-- 
no t  h i s  words, b u t  an i n t e r p r e t a t i o n - - t h i s  was n o t  met wi th  
a g r e a t  d e a l  of p leasure  by General KOSTER, t h e  f a c t  t h a t  
noncombatants were being k i l l e d  e i t h e r  by a r t i l l e r y  f i r e  
o r  otherwise.  There ,was no explanat ion  of how they  were 
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k i l l e d  a t  t h a t  t ime,  but  General KOSTER a t  t h a t  time i n  the  
morning was upse t  about t h i s ,  s o  I d o n ' t  want to--in a l l  
f a i r n e s s  t o  what M r .  WEST has brought o u t ,  t o  i n d i c a t e  t h a t  
General KOSTER was completely uninformed about what was going 
on. I d o n ' t  t h ink  t h a t  he knew a l l  t h e  d e t a i l s  t h a t  were 
known i n  t h e  command bu t  he d i d  know c e r t a i n  th ings  and t h i s  i s  
why we a r e  a l s o  probing your mind, General YOUNG, t o  f i n d  o u t ,  
' t h a t  evening i n  t h e  b r i e f i n g  when t h i s  ma t t e r  of the  128 KIA 
 

came up or i n  your d i scuss ion  wi th  him, i f  he brought ou t  any 
 

cons idera t ion  of c i v i l i a n s  poss ib ly  being inc luded i n  t h i s  
  

body count? 
  


A. General PEERS, I c a n ' t  r e c a l l  t h a t  he brought t h i s  
ou t  a t  t h e  b r i e f i n g  o r  subsequent t o  t h e  b r i e f i n g .  I can only 
s t a t e  t h a t  when mention was made of t h e  high body count ,  my 
impression w a s  t h a t  he was s u r p r i s e d  q u i t e  a  b i t .  He d id  no t  
inform me t h a t  he had been a t  F i r e  Support Base Dot t i e  t h a t  
morning. I have no doubt t h a t  he was t h e r e  because he t r a v e l e d  
throughout t h e  en tk re  d i v i s i o n .  

-	 Q. Did he inform you, e i t h e r  be fo re  o r  a f t e r  your con­
v e r s a t i o n  with him, t h a t  Colonel HENDERSON had contac ted  him 
 
by telephone t o  imform hixi t h a t  t h i s  body count was not  6 
 

-	 .or 8 a s  he had repor ted  previous ly ,  b u t  w a s  a t  l e a s t  20 
and maybe more? 

A. No, s i r ,  I d o n ' t  remember General KOSTER s t a t i n g  
  

t h a t .  
  


Q. A t  t h i s  time again ,  General KOSTER was not  p leased  
a t  a l l  and s o  i n d i c a t e d  t o  Colonel HENDERSON, i n  Colonel 
HENDERSON'S testimony t o  us. It has been a  genera l  consensus 
i n  the  tes t imony,  unanimous, t h a t  your d i scuss ion  i n  the  t r a i l e r  
l a s t e d  f o r  some time. You i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  it was very b r i e f .  
Q u i t e  obviously,  t h e  s i t u a t i o n  t h a t  was t o  be d iscussed  from 
what Colonel HOLLADAY t o l d  you, t h a t  it c o u l d n ' t  have l a s t e d  
j u s t  a couple of minutes and then  broke up. Would you c a r e  t o  
e l a b o r a t e  on what you know o r  r e c a l l  a s  t o  t h e  approximate 
length  of t h i s  meeting? 

A. I d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  it l a s t e d  f o r  more than  10 minutes. 

Q. Well, your previous s ta tement  was 5 minutes. 
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A. . Five o r  t e n ,  it wasn ' t  any lengthy meeting, 
  
General PEERS. 
 

Q But t h i s  w a s  a  very grave m a t t e r  t h a t  was being d i s ­
cussed--to the  p o i n t  where you would o r d e r  an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  of  
it and it j u s t  seems i n  my mind t h a t  a d e t a i l e d  exp lo ra t ion  r i g h t  
t h e r e  was necessary.  I t  may have i n  f a c t  taken  p lace ,  t o  make 
s u r e  t h a t  everybody knew what t h e  problem was--what was known 
and what w a s  repor ted .  Again, I recognize t h a t  t h i s  was some 
time ago, t h i s  is a year  and h a l f  ago, and it may i n  f a c t  have 
been t h e  5 o r  10 minutes t h a t  you speak of and it could,  
on the  o t h e r  hand have been considerably longer ,  because t i m e  
does go by f a s t  i n  a s i t u a t i o n  l i k e  t h a t .  But from what I know, 
from what testimony I have heard of how t h e  s i t u a t i o n  was des ­
cribed., I would almost defy anybody t o  even j u s t  t e l l  i n  a mat­
ter  of 5 t o  a few 'minutes what t h e  a l l e g a t i b n  was t h a t  had 
been made by Warrant O f f i c e r  THOMPSON and, I might say ,  o t h e r  
ind iv idua l s  wi th in  the  aero-scout team. The one t h i n g  t h a t  
everybody agrees  on i s  t h a t ,  a f t e r  you had i n d i c a t e d  what they 
were t h e r e  f o r ,  and a f t e r  more d i scuss ion ,  your d i r e c t i o n  t o  
Colonel HENDERSON was t h a t ,  "You a r e  t o  i n v e s t i g a t e  t h i s . "  
That is j u s t  about the  s ta tement .  "You a r e  t o  i n v e s t i g a t e  
t h i s .  " There was--everybody w a s  .a lso unanimous i n  t h e  f a c t  
t h a t  it was no t  j u s t  something t o  be go t t en  to whenever he 
could  get t o  it. It was t o  be a mat ter  of cons iderable  
p r i o r i t y .  I n  some c a s e s ,  people can p u t  a t ime frame on it-­
a mental t i m e  frame on it ,  "as soon a s  poss ib le"  i s  t h e  phrase 
you used. Others s a i d  you were t o  r e p o r t  t h e  f ind ings  t o  t h e  
d i v i s i o n  commander wi th in  72 hours--within 3 days. That 
may be somebody's i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  of what you wanted "ASAP," 
b u t  the  unique t h i n g  is  what comes ou t  of t h i s  i n  the  i n t e r ­
p r e t a t i o n  of the  people t h a t  we have t a l k e d  t o .  On the  one 
hand, Colonel HOLLADAY and Major WATKE were o f , t h e  impression 
t h a t  Colonel HENDERSON w a s  t o  inves t iga te - the  ind i sc r imina te  
k i l l i n g  of c i v i l i a n s  and a l s o  t o  i n v e s t i g a t e  t h i s  r e a l l y  major 
confronta t ion  of t h e  a i r  u n i t  with t h e  ground u n i t .  Colonel 
HENDERSON, on t h e  o t h e r  hand, it s t i c k s  i n  - h i s  mind t h a t  the  
main t h i n g  he w a s  t o  look i n t o  was the  a l l e g a t i o n  t h a t  an 
American cap ta in  had k i l l e d  a Vietnamese woman. So, t h i s  
i s  what we g e t  o u t  of it, and why we a r e  t r y i n g  t o  c l a r i f y  
it. This i s  no t  the  only t h i n g  t h a t  is .germane i n  t h e  in ­
v e s t i g a t i o n  o r  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s ,  .but  t h i s  is  one of t h e  c r i t i c a l  
p o i n t s ;  t h i s  is t h e  reason we a r e  asking you t o  search your 

. 	 bra in  t o  s e e  i f  you can r e c a l l  a l l  t he  f a c t s  as  they w e r e  
repor ted  t o  you, a l l  of the  f a c t s  a s  they were t r ansmi t t ed  
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from Colonel HOLLADAY o r  Major WATKE t o  t h e  people you had 
 
i n  t h e  t r a i l e r  with you, and what s p e c i f i c  i n s t r u c t i o n s  were 
 
given t o  Colonel HENDERSON. 
 

A. I ' l l  t r y  again ,  General PEERS. Evident ly I l e f t  
a tremendous amount of doubt i n  your minds. Now, t o  t h e  b e s t  
of my memory t h e  meeting t h a t  took p lace  a t  F i r e  Support Base 
Dot t i e  whi le  I was p resen t  was a s h o r t  one. I c a n ' t  p u t  a 
s p e c i f i c  time on i t ,  b u t  I remember t h a t ,  t o  t h e  b e s t  of my 
knowledge, I go t  t h e r e  and i s sued  t h e  i n s t r u c t i o n s  t h a t  t h e  
d i v i s i o n  commander t o l d  me t o  i s s u e  and I l e f t  t h e r e  and t h e  
pa r ty  was s t i l l  o u t  i n  f r o n t  of Colonel BARKER'S t r a i l e r .  A t  
t h e  meeting t o  t h e  b e s t  of my knowledge-- 

Q. ( In te rpos ing)  May I ask you a  ques t ion?  

A. Yes, sir .  

Q.  You say t h a t  t h e  "pa r ty"  was o u t  i n  t h e  f r o n t  of 
Colonel BARKER'S t r a i l e r .  Who, s p e c i f i c a l l y ?  

A. I ' m  r e f e r r i n g  t o  those  who had a t t ended  t h e  
meeting o t h e r  than myself and I think- ­

Q. ( In te rpos ing)  Did a l l  of them come o u t  o r  d id  
Colonel BARKER, o r  Colonel HOLLADAY come out-- 

A. ( In te rpos ing)  I b e l i e v e  they  a l l  came because-- 
sir ,  I c a n ' t  answer t h a t .  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  s p e c i f i c a l l y .  
A t  t h e  meeting I do no t  r e c a l l  any d i scuss ion  t h a t  Colonel 
HENDERSON was t o  i n v e s t i g a t e  t h e  a l l e g a t i o n  a g a i n s t  a  cap ta in .  
I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  knowing t h a t .  Now, t h i s  may have come ou t  
a f t e r  I depar ted  t h e r e .  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  any d i scuss ion  con­
cern ing  a c a p t a i n  and, a s  you s t a t e d ,  f i r i n g  a t  a  woman c i ­
v i l i a n .  To t h e  b e s t  of my memory Colonel HOLLADAY and Major 
WATKE s tayed a t  F i r e  Support Base D o t t i e  and I l e f t  t h e r e  by 
myself. I t  c e r t a i n l y  was my understanding t h a t  t h e  mat ter  
t o  be i n v e s t i g a t e d  was, a s  I r epor ted ,  t h e  ground t roops  
f i r i n g  i n t o  t h e  noncombatants. I was no t  under t h e  impression 
t h a t  t h e  confronta t ion  between t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  p i l o t  and t h e  
U . S .  t roops  was merely t h e  concern,  t h e  f i r s t  p o i n t  I men­
t i oned  was. And I b e l i e v e  t h i s  meeting took p l a c e  on t h e  
morning of t h e  17th .  A s  I s t a t e d  b e f o r e ,  I thought  it took 
p l a c e  e a r l i e r  than has been repor ted  he re  by t h e  previous 
wi tness .  
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Q. What t i m e  would you i n d i c a t e ?  

A. I thought,  s ir ,  t h a t  it took p lace  between 9 and 10 
i n  t h e  morning, r a t h e r  than  has been ind ica ted  he re  previous ly .  

Q. Well, I t h i n k  our i n d i c a t i o n s  a r e  t h a t  it d i d  t a k e  
p lace  around 9 o 'c lock.  I f  w e  have i n d i c a t e d  otherwise I 
b e l i e v e  we have been erroneous.  

MR MACCRATE: There was a re fe rence  t o  a meeting t h a t  was 

thought t o  have taken p lace  i n  Chu Lai wi th  you, s ir ,  on t h e  

morning of t h e  17th .  I t  w a s  t h e  r e c o l l e c t i o n  of Colonel 

HOLLADAY and Major WATKE that they had gone t o  s e e  you a t  

Chu La i  a t  0700 o r  0730 on the  morning of the  17 th ,  b u t  t h e  

meeting a t  LZ D o t t i e  has i n  t h e  p r i o r  testimony been f i x e d  

around 9 o 'c lock.  


I0: One t h i n g  t h a t  we might do f o r  a moment is  t o  

explore,  and it r e a l l y ,  a s  f a r  a s  the  d i scuss ion  i s  concerned, 

as  f a r  as your testimony i s  concerned, it is  n o t  t o o  germane; 

bu t  I th ink  it would be wise t o  explore  it because,  i r r e s p e c ­ 

t i v e  of which day it took p lace ,  whether it was on t h e  17th o r  C-9 


e-
whether it was on t h e  18 th ,  t h e  f a c t  remains t h a t  t h e  meeting c . ;  
d id  t a k e  p>ace and it did  t r a n s p i r e  as  we have t r i e d  t o  e s t a b l i s h  
here  t h i s  morning. When we f i r s t  t a l k e d  t o  Major WATKE and t o  
Colonel HOLLADAY they ind ica ted  t h a t  they had t a l k e d  toge the r  i n  
t h e  evening and had t a l k e d  t o  you e a r l y  i n  the  morning of t h e  
17 th ,  and then  they were of t h e  impression subsequent t o  t h a t  
time t h a t  you had c a l l e d  f o r  a meeting a t  F i r e  Support Base Dot t ie ,  
where people g o t  t o g e t h e r  about 9 o 'c lock .  I n i t i a l l y ,  Colonel 
HENDERSON 'S r e c o l l e c t i o n  was t h a t  it was t h e  17th .  Recognizing 
now t h a t  the  16th  is  a Saturday,  the  17th was Sunday, and, of 
course,  the  18 th  was Monday; t h e r e  i s  documentary evidence 
which would show t h a t  on t h e  1 7 t h r  a f t e r  t h e  meeting with you, 
Major WATKE continued t o  perform h i s  normal d u t i e s  and d i d  a 
couple of jobs with h i s  aero-scout company and t h a t  l a t e r  i n  
t h e  day he and Colonel HOLLADAY flew t o  Duc Pho--Fire Support 
Base Bronco--to t a l k  over  t h e  deployment of the  123d Aviation 
B a t t a l i o n  with Colonel HENDERSON, no t  t o  d i scuss  the  s i t u a t i o n  
a t  My Lai  ( 4 ) ,  b u t  t o  d iscuss  the  employment of t h e  a v i a t i o n  
a s s e t s  t o  make s u r e  t h a t  they were g e t t i n g  the  f u l l  u t i l i z a t i o n  
out  of them. Everybody remembers t h i s  meeting. There i s  some 
ques t ion  a s  t o  whether o r  n o t  it took p lace  t h a t  day, o r  whether 
it was 3 o r  4 days be fo re ,  o r  3 o r  4 days af te rwards ,  
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b u t  it could  have t aken  p l a c e  i n  t h e  sequence of  them g e t t i n g  
t o g e t h e r  i n  t h e  evening ,  o r  i n  t h e  n i g h t ,  of  t h e  16 th  and 
t a l k i n g  t o  you sometime on t h e  e a r l y  morning of  t h e  17th- ­
subsequent  t o  which you t a l k e d  t o  General  KOSTER and r ece ived  
h i s  d i r e c t i o n ,  and subsequent  t o  which you c a l l e d  t h e  meeting 
a t  F i r e  Support  Base D o t t i e  e a r l y  on t h e  morning on t h e  1 8 t h .  

A. S i r ,  I b e l i e v e  t h e  meeting took p l a c e  i n  t h e  morn­
i n g  fo l lowing  t h e  b r i e f i n g  which was on t h e  1 6 t h  wherein it 
was i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  t h e r e  were s l i g h t l y  more t h a n  1 0 0  enemy 
K I A .  I could  b e  mistaken.  I b e l i e v e  t h e  sequence of  even t s  
a s  I have s t a t e d  h e r e ,  t h e  b r i e f i n g ,  t h e n  t h e  v i s i t  by Major 
WATKE and Colonel  HOLLADAY, t h e n  t h e  i n s t r u c t i o n s  by t h e  d i ­
v i s i o n  commander, t hen  t h e  meeting t h e  n e x t  morning subse ­
quen t  t o  General  KOSTER' S b r i e f i n g .  

Q As you can s e e  what w e  w e r e  i n t e r e s t e d  i n ,  as f a r  
a s  you are concerned,  i s  n o t  e x a c t l y  when t h e  meeting was 
h e l d ,  because t h a t  i s  very  d i f f i c u l t  t o  e s t a b l i s h  a y e a r  and 
a h a l f  ago. What i s  of prime importance t o  us i s  what i n f o r ­
mation passed  back and f o r t h  and s p e c i f i c a l l y  what i n s t r u c t i o n s  
were given by you. I t h i n k  we have t h a t  a t  t h e  moment. So 
i f  any th ing  comes t o  l i g h t  on t h e  t iming  we would a p p r e c i a t e  
i t ,  b u t  as f a r  as I ' m  concerned t h a t  i s  n o t  t h e  c r u c i a l  i s s u e  
a t  t h e  moment. 

M r .  WEST, do you have anyth ing  f u r t h e r  t h a t  you 
would l i k e  t o  d i s c u s s ?  

MR WEST: No, sir. 

I0 : General  YOUNG, would you t e l l  us what t r a n s p i r e d  
n e x t  w i t h i n  t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i n g  and r e p o r t i n g  channel?  

A.  To t h e  b e s t  o f  my memory t h e  n e x t  t h i n g  t h a t  I 
can r e c a l l  i s  t h e  day fo l lowing ,  o r  t h e  second day,  which 
would b e  t h e  1 8 t h  o r  1 9 t h .  I saw Colonel  HENDERSON a t  LZ 
Bronco and du r ing  t h e  conve r sa t ion  which I i n i t i a t e d  w i t h  
him I asked him t h e  s t a t u s  of  t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  because 
I had i s s u e d  i n s t r u c t i o n s  i n  General  KOSTER'S name t h a t  
it be  conducted immediately.  H e  informed me t h a t  he  was 
i n v e s t i g a t i n g  t h i s  ma t t e r .  I asked him f i r s t  who was t h e  
i n v e s t i g a t i n g  o f f i c e r  and h e  informed me t h a t  h e  w a s  i n ­
v e s t i g a t i n g  t h e  m a t t e r  h i m s e l f ,  p e r s o n a l l y ,  and I asked 
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him when he was going t o  g e t  it f i n i s h e d  because t h e  d i v i s i o n  
commander had i n d i c a t e d  t o  me a sense  of urgency and he s a i d  
he was working on it j u s t  as  f a s t  a s  he could; he  would g e t  
it t o  t h e  d i v i s i o n  commander w i t h i n  a day o r  so ;  t h a t  he  had 
a number of people t h a t  he wanted t o  t a l k  t o .  Thae 's  t h e  next  
t h i n g  t h a t  I can r e c a l l  t h a t  took p lace  a f t e r  t h e  meeting a t  
F i r e  Support Base ~ o t t i e .  

Q. Did you t h i n k  it w a s  unusual t h a t  h e r e  you have a 
man t h a t  has j u s t  taken over  a br igade and who i s  as  busy, 
perhaps,  as  a c a t  on a hot  t i n  roof a t  t h e  t ime wi th  h i s  t h r e e  
b a t t a l i o n s  and t h e  record would a l s o  i n d i c a t e  t h a t  t h e r e  was 
one b a t t a l i o n  which he had t o  s h i p  nor th  t o  go up i n t o  t h e  a r e a  
of Khe Sanh, another  b a t t a l i o n  was moving i n t o  h i s  a r e a  and 
would it appear l o g i c a l  t h a t  under those  circumstances he should 
appoint  o r  des igna te  himself as  t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i n g  o f f i c e r ?  

\ 

A. Yes, sir.  I quest ioned t h a t  and he  t o l d  me t h a t  he 
thought it would be--that he was i n  t h e  a r e a  when t h e  opera t ion  
took p lace .  He was t h e  b e s t  q u a l i f i e d  man i n  h i s  command t o  
make t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  The a c t i o n  t h a t  I took--I informed 
General KOSTER t h a t  Colonel HENDERSON was making t h e  inves ­
t i g a t i o n  personal ly .  

Q Do you r e c a l l  any counterplay between yourse l f  and 
General KOSTER a t  t h a t  time? Why i s  he doing t h a t ,  o r  s h o u l d n ' t  
we g e t  an i n v e s t i g a t i n g  o f f i c e r  t o  h e l p  him out?  

A .  No, s i r ,  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  t h a t .  I do r e c a l l  t h a t  I 
expressed t o  General KOSTER t h a t  I was s u r p r i s e d  t h a t  he-­
"he" being Colonel HENDERSON--was making t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  him­
s e l f ,  personal ly .  But I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  General KOSTER's  comment. 

Q. When you d i d  t a l k  t o  Colonel HENDERSON d i d  he i n d i ­
c a t e  how he was making t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ?  

A. He only i n d i c a t e d  t o  me, s i r ,  t h a t  he w a s  person ­
a l l y  t a l k i n g  t o  a number of ind iv idua l s  who had p a r t i c i p a t e d  
i n  t h e  opera t ion .  T h a t ' s  t h e  b e s t  I can remember, t h e  only 
th ing  t h a t  he i n d i c a t e d .  

& Did you e v e r  a t  t h a t  time o r  subsequently have an 
opportuni ty t o  check i n t o  t h e  adequacy of  t h a t  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ?  
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No, s i r ,  I d id  no t .  

Q. Who d i d  he r e p o r t  h i s  f ind ings  t o  and i n  what form? 

A. I b e l i e v e  t h e  form t h a t  he  used i n i t i a l l y  was an 
o r a l  r e p o r t ,  and he  repor ted  it o r a l l y  t o  General KOSTER. Then, 
I b e l i e v e ,  he made a w r i t t e n  r e p o r t .  

Q Were you p resen t  when he gave h i s  o r a l  r e p o r t  t o  
General KOSTER? 

A. No, sir .  

Q What was repor ted  t o  General KOSTER? 

A.  I asked General KOSTER had he  rece ived  t h e  r e p o r t .  
H e  s a i d  he had. I b e l i e v e  a t  t h a t  time General KOSTER t o l d  
me he  had received t h e  o r a l  r e p o r t  and had d i r e c t e d  Colonel 
HENDERSON t o  submit it i n  wr i t ing .  

Q Did General KOSTER i n d i c a t e  what t h e  f indings  .or 
conclusions and recommendations were i n  t h e  o r a l  r e p o r t ?  

A. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  whether it was a t  t h e  o r a l  r e p o r t  
o r  when he  got t h e  w r i t t e n  r e p o r t  and I do t h i n k  he got  a 
w r i t t e n  r e p o r t .  To t h e  b e s t  of my knowledge, General PEERS, 
I d i d  no t  s e e  t h e  w r i t t e n  r e p o r t  e i t h e r .  I was no t  p resen t  
a t  t h e  o r a l  r e p o r t  and I do not  be l i eve  I saw t h e  w r i t t e n  
r e p o r t .  General KOSTER had i n d i c a t e d  t o  me t h a t ,  t o  t h e  
b e s t  of my memory, t h e r e  was no--or l i t t l e  i f  any, grounds 
f o r  t h e  a l l e g a t i o n s  t h a t  had been made. I do r e c a l l ,  I 
b e l i e v e ,  t h a t  ~ e n e r a l ' ~ 0 ~ ~ ~ ~i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  t h e r e  had been 
some noncombatants k i l l e d  by a r t i l l e r y  f i r e .  

Q Concerning only t h e  o r a l  a spec t  of t h e  r e p o r t ,  
M r .  MACCRATE, do you have any ques t ions  which you would 
l i k e  t o  ask a t  t h i s  time? 

MR MACCRATE: Well, when you spoke o r i g i n a l l y  with Colonel 
HENDERSON about making a r e p o r t ,  d id  you have any i d e a  t h a t  
t h i s  would simply be an o r a l  r e p o r t  t h a t  he  was t o  give t o  
General KOSTER? 
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A. No, s i r ,  I was thoroughly convinced t h a t  he  would 
make a thorough i n v e s t i g a t i o n  i n  depth and prepare a w r i t t e n  
r e p o r t .  

Q And d i d  you express  your s u r p r i s e  t o  General KOSTER 
when General KOSTER t o l d  you it had been an o r a l  r e p o r t  t h a t  
Colonel HENDERSON had made? 

A. I c a n ' t  say t h a t  I expressed my s u r p r i s e ,  s i r ,  
because General KOSTER i n d i c a t e d  t h a t ,  t o  t h e  b e s t  o f  my 
memory, he had rece ived  t h e  o r a l  r e p o r t  and he wanted it 
i n  w r i t i n g .  

Q Well, d id  General KOSTER ask you whether o r  n o t  
Colonel HENDERSON had repor ted  i n  accordance wi th  t h e  i n s t r u c ­
t i o n s  t h a t  you had given t o  Colonel HENDERSON? 

A.  General KOSTER ask me? 

Q Ask you. 

A. . I c a n ' t  r e c a l l  t h a t  he d i d ,  because I ' m  s u r e  t h a t  
he also--at  l e a s t  I f e e l  t h a t  he wanted a w r i t t e n  r e p o r t .  

Q My d i f f i c u l t y ,  General YOUNG, is  t h i s  : t h a t  the 
only i n s t r u c t i o n s  t h a t  Colonel HENDERSON had rece ived  wi th  
r e spec t  t o  h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  had come from you and now he 
makes an u n s a t i s f a c t o r y  r e p o r t  t o  General KOSTER, and normally,  
when t h a t  occurs I would expect t h e  person rece iv ing  t h e  
r e p o r t  a t  t h a t  time t o  say t o  t h e  ind iv idua l  who had given 
t h e  i n s t r u c t i o n s ,  "What d i d  you t e l l  t h e  man t o  do?" And t h e r e  
was no such conversat ion between you and General KOSTER? 

A. No, s i r ,  I c a n ' t  r e c a l l  any conversat ion wherein 
General KOSTER asked me i f  I d i r e c t e d  an o r a l  r e p o r t  r a t h e r  
t h a t  a w r i t t e n  r e p o r t .  I th ink  t h a t  General KOSTER, when 
h e  i s sued  t h e  i n s t r u c t i o n s  t o  me, was expect ing  a w r i t t e n  
r e p o r t .  

Q Did General KOSTER i n d i c a t e  what had been covered 
i n  t h i s  o r a l  r e p o r t ?  

A. N o ,  s ir ,  no t  s p e c i f i c a l l y .  He i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  he  
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(HENDERSON) had made t h e  o r a l  r e p o r t ,  and t h a t  he  had d i r e c t e d ,  
I b e l i e v e ,  t h a t  t h i s  be pu t  i n  w r i t i n g ,  an o f f i c i a l  r e p o r t .  

Q H e  ind ica ted  no ques t ion  about t h e  adcquacy of what 
0 

Colonel HENDERSON had done? 

A. I c a n ' t  r e c a l l  t h a t  he d i d ,  sir. 

I 0: M r .  WEST? 

MR WEST: No, sir.  

I 0 : I have one f u r t h e r  ques t ion  a t  t h i s  t ime and t h i s  
is  on t h e  ma t t e r  of procedure i n  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s .  How long-­
recognizing t h e  magnitude of t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  thing--how long 
had you r e a l l y  expected it t o  t ake  t o  prepare  such a . r e p o r t ?  
T o  do it t h e  way you would expect  i t  t o  be done, with support ­
i n g  evidence and testimony--from what you s a i d ,  i f  I i n t e r p r e t  
you c o r r e c t l y ,  t h a t  when he i s  t o  r e p o r t  he i s  t o  have a r e p o r t  
of i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  Is t h a t  your i n t e r p r e t a t i o n ?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  

Q. How long would you expect  t h a t ?  

A.  W e l l ,  f o r  t h e  magnitude of t h i s  problem I would say  
4 t o  7 days. 

Q What w e  a r e  t a l k i n g  about h e r e  i s  a r e p o r t  t h a t  was 
perhaps rendered maybe 2 days a f t e r  he was given the  i n s t r u c ­
t i o n ,  o r  a day and a h a l f .  I n  your mind could--I be l i eve  it 
follows l o g i c a l l y  t h a t  t h i s  could be accepted i n  terms of an 
i n v e s t i g a t i o n  t h a t  i s  under way. This  i s  simply an i n t e r i m  
r e p o r t ;  no t  f i n a l  conclusions,  b u t  an i n t e r i m  r e p o r t .  

A. General PEERS, I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  t h a t  t h e  r e p o r t  which 
Colonel HENDERSON made was considered an i n t e r i m  r e p o r t  by any 
o t h e r  pa r ty .  

Q Your i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  then ,  i s  t h a t  when he repor ted  
t o  General KOSTER he had looked i n t o  t h i s  t h i n g  thoroughly 
and had t a l k e d  t o  a l l  t h e  people concerned--who had knowledge 
of t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  i n c i d e n t  and t h e  f a c t s  bear ing  upon t h e  
problem--and t h a t  he had come t o  h i s  f ind ings  and conclusions 
and s o  repor ted  t o  t h e  commanding genera l .  
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A. No, s i r ,  I was thoroughly convinced t h a t  he  would 
make a thorough i n v e s t i g a t i o n  i n  depth and prepare a w r i t t e n  
r e p o r t .  

Q And d i d  you express  your s u r p r i s e  t o  General KOSTER , 

when General KOSTER t o l d  you it had been an o r a l  r e p o r t  t h a t  
Colonel HENDERSON had made? 

A. I c a n ' t  say t h a t  I expressed my s u r p r i s e , .  s i r ,  
because General KOSTER i n d i c a t e d  t h a t ,  t o  t h e  b e s t  of  my 
memory, he had received t h e  o r a l  r e p o r t  and he wanted it 
i n  w r i t i n g .  

52 Well, d id  General KOSTER ask you whether o r  n o t  
Colonel HENDERSON had repor ted  i n  accordance wi th  t h e  i n s t r u c ­
t i o n s  t h a t  you had given t o  Colonel HENDERSON? 

A .  General KOSTER ask me? 

Q Ask you. 

A. . I c a n ' t  r e c a l l  t h a t  he d i d ,  because I ' m  s u r e  t h a t  
he also---at l e a s t  I f e e l  t h a t  he wanted a w r i t t e n  r e p o r t .  

Q My d i f f i c u l t y ,  General YOUNG, is  t h i s  : t h a t  t h e  
only i n s t r u c t i o n s  t h a t  Colonel HENDERSON had rece ived  wi th  
r e spec t  t o  h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  had come from you and now he 
makes an u n s a t i s f a c t o r y  r e p o r t  t o  General KOSTER, and normally,  
when t h a t  occurs I would expect t h e  person rece iv ing  t h e  
r e p o r t  a t  t h a t  time t o  say t o  t h e  ind iv idua l  who had given 
t h e  i n s t r u c t i o n s ,  "What d i d  you t e l l  t h e  man t o  do?" And t h e r e  
was no such conversat ion between you and General KOSTER? 

A. No, s i r ,  I c a n ' t  r e c a l l  any conversat ion wherein 
General KOSTER asked me i f  I d i r e c t e d  an o r a l  r e p o r t  r a t h e r  
t h a t  a w r i t t e n  r e p o r t .  I th ink  t h a t  General KOSTER, when 
he  i s sued  t h e  i n s t r u c t i o n s  t o  me, was expect ing  a w r i t t e n  
r e p o r t .  

Q D i d  General KOSTER i n d i c a t e  what had been covered 
i n  t h i s  o r a l  r e p o r t ?  

A. No, s i r ,  no t  s p e c i f i c a l l y .  He i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  he  

(YOUNG) 50 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 
 

(HENDERSON) had made t h e  o r a l  r e p o r t ,  and t h a t  he  had d i r e c t e d ,  
I b e l i e v e ,  t h a t  t h i s  be pu t  i n  w r i t i n g ,  an o f f i c i a l  r e p o r t .  

Q He ind ica ted  no ques t ion  about t h e  adcquacy of what 
Colonel HENDERSON had done? 

A. I c a n ' t  r e c a l l  t h a t  he d i d ,  sir. 

I0: M r .  WEST? 

MR WEST: No, s ir .  

I0: I have one f u r t h e r  ques t ion  a t  t h i s  t ime and t h i s  
i s  on t h e  ma t t e r  of procedure i n  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s .  How long-­
recognizing t h e  magnitude of t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  thing--how long 
had you r e a l l y  expected it t o  t ake  t o  prepare such a repor t?  
To do it t h e  way you would expect  it t o  be done, wi th  support ­
i n g  evidence and testimony--from what you s a i d ,  i f  I i n t e r p r e t  
you c o r r e c t l y ,  t h a t  when he i s  t o  r e p o r t  he i s  t o  have a r e p o r t  
of i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  Is t h a t  your i n t e r p r e t a t i o n ?  

A .  Yes, s i x .  

Q. How long would you expect  t h a t ?  

A.  W e l l ,  f o r  t h e  magnitude of t h i s  problem I would say 
4 t o  7 days. 

Q What w e  a r e  t a l k i n g  about h e r e  i s  a r e p o r t  t h a t  was 
perhaps rendered maybe 2 days a f t e r  he was given t h e  i n s t r u c ­
t i o n ,  o r  a day and a h a l f .  I n  your mind could--I be l i eve  it 
follows l o g i c a l l y  t h a t  t h i s  could be accepted i n  terms of an 
i n v e s t i g a t i o n  t h a t  i s  under way. This  is simply an i n t e r i m  
r e p o r t ;  no t  f i n a l  conclusions,  b u t  an i n t e r i m  r e p o r t .  

A. General PEERS, I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  t h a t  t h e  r e p o r t  which 
Colonel HENDERSON made was considered an i n t e r i m  r e p o r t  by any 
o t h e r  par ty .  

Q. Your i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  then ,  i s  t h a t  when he repor ted  
t o  General KOSTER he had looked i n t o  t h i s  t h i n g  thoroughly 
and had t a l k e d  t o  a l l  t h e  people concerned--who had knowledge 
of t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  i n c i d e n t  and the  f a c t s  bear ing  upon t h e  
problem--and t h a t  he had come t o  h i s  f ind ings  and conclusions 
and s o  repor ted  t o  t h e  commanding genera l .  
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A. S i r ,  it was my i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  a f t e r  he  made h i s  
submission t h a t  he had t a l k e d  t o  a number of indiv iduals - ­
I d o n ' t  remember t h e  number t h a t  he i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  he  had 
t a l k e d  to--and t h a t  he had submit ted h i s  r e p o r t  and t h i s  
completed t h e  d i r e c t i v e  t h a t  he had received.  I wasn ' t  
under t h e  impression e i t h e r  from General KOSTER o r  from 
Colonel HENDERSON t h a t  an a d d i t i o n a l  r e p o r t  was requi red .  

Q- Did anybody a t  a l l  e v e r  check i n t o  e x a c t l y  
what had t r a n s p i r e d  i n  t h e  course of making t h i s  i n v e s t ­
t i g a t i o n ?  

A.  Colonel HENDERSON informed me t h a t  he had per ­
sona l ly  interviewed and t a l k e d  t o  a number of t h e  o f f i c e r s  
and men i n  C Company during t h e  conduct of h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  

Q - Did he s p e c i f i c a l l y  t e l l  you who i n  C h a r l i e  
Company he had t a l k e d  t o 3  

A .  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  h i s  t a l k i n g  i n  s p e c i f i c s ,  o t h e r  
than  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  he had t a l k e d  t o  t h e  company commander. 
I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  t h e  names of o t h e r  ind iv idua l s  h e  mentioned. 

Q- From our i n d i c a t i o n s  he was c o r r e c t  i n  say ing  
t h a t  he t a l k e d  t o  t h e  company commander. We a l s o  have 
i n d i c a t i o n s  t h a t  he t a l k e d  t o  Colonel BARKER and t h a t  he  
t a l k e d  t o  Major GIBSON of t h e  174th.  We know t h a t  he  
t a l k e d  f o r  a t  l e a s t  a time--very shor t ly- - to  Major WATKE 
and very b r i e f l y  t o  Warrant O f f i c e r  THOMPSON, which d i d  
no t  shed much more l i g h t  on t h e  problem. We a l s o  know 
t h a t  he gree ted  t h e  u n i t  when they came back from t h e  
f i e l d .  We can f i n d  no o t h e r  d e f i n i t e  f a c t s  i n  t h i s  so-
c a l l e d  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  upon which you could determine t h e  
adequacy of an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  o t h e r  than personal  f e e l i n g  
and a t r u s t  i n  humanity. 

A.  Well, I was under t h e  impression t h a t  h e  had 
t a l k e d  t o  a number of t h e  o f f i c e r s  and men i n  C Company 
who had p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  t h e  opera t ion .  

Q Now, mind you, I ' m  t a l k i n g  only about h i s  
so-.called f i r s t  inves t iga t ion-- the  r e s u l t  of what we have 
been speaking about here .  You t o l d  him t h a t  t h e  command­
i n g  genera l  wanted t h i s  looked i n t o  and he wanted it done 
as  soon as  poss ib le .  That 's . t h e  ac t ion  I ' m  t a l k i n g  about. 
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A.  Well, t o  t h e  b e s t  of my memory, he  informed me t h a t  
he had t a l k e d  t o  a number of t h e  o f f i c e r s  and men who were 
a c t u a l l y  on t h e  ground i n  t h e  opera t ion .  I cannot r e c a l l  t h a t  
he ind ica ted  t o  me whether he t a l k e d  t o  anyone ou t  of  t h e  avia ­
t i o n  support--anyone ou t  of t h e  a v i a t i o n  b a t t a l i o n .  -Icannot 
r e c a l l  t h a t  he informed m e  i f  he  t a l k e d  t o  t h e  a r t i l l e r y  FO. 
Undoubtedly he t a l k e d  t o  Colonel BARKER, who, of course ,  was 
connected with t h e  opera t ion .  

Q We're i n t e r e s t e d  i n  a l l  of t h e s e  i n v e s t i g a t i n g  
aspects .  When d i d  he submit h i s  w r i t t e n  r e p o r t ?  

A. S i r ,  I d o n ' t  know f o r  s u r e .  I b e l i e v e  it was 
s h o r t l y  a f t e r  when h e ,  I t h i n k ,  made h i s  o r a l  r e p o r t .  I 
d o n ' t  r e c a l l  t h e  time span between t h e  o r a l  r e p o r t  and t h e  
w r i t t e n  r e p o r t ,  b u t  I be l i eve  it w a s  q u i t e  s h o r t ,  i f  my \ 

memory serves  me c o r r e c t l y .  

Q Did you ever  s e e  t h e  w r i t t e n  r e p o r t ?  

A.  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  s ee ing  t h e  w r i t t e n  r e p o r t ,  s ir .  
I r e c a l i  see ing  Colonel HENDERSON i n  General KOSTER's o f f i c e  
s e v e r a l  days a f t e r  I had been t o l d  t h a t  he had made h i s  
o r a l  r e p o r t  and he had a paper with him--some papers wi th  
him--and t h a t  i s  t h e  only time I can r e c a l l  s ee ing  t h e  
r epor t .  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l ,  I ' m  su re  I d i d n ' t  read t h e  r e p o r t ,  
because this was a mat ter  between Colonel HENDERSON 
and General KOSTER. 

Q Did General KOSTER, as  a  r e s u l t  of  Colonel 
HENDERSON'S o r a l  r e p o r t  t o  him, show you a 3-by-5 card  o r  
a p iece  of paper i n d i c a t i n g  c i v i l i a n  c a s u a l t i e s  on i t ?  

A. No, s i r .  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  s ee ing  it. 

Q When a r e p o r t  of i n v e s t i g a t i o n  i s  submit ted t o  
t h e  d i v i s i o n  headquar ters  does it become a  ma t t e r  of o f f i c i a l  
record? 

A .  It c e r t a i n l y  should,  y e s ,  s ir .  To answer your 
ques t ion ,  y e s ,  s ir .  I t  becomes a  ma t t e r  of o f f i c i a l  record.  

Q What log  would t h a t  be e n t e r e d  i n t o  i f  he  sub­
mi t t ed  h i s  r e p o r t  t o  e i t h e r  t h e  ch ie f  of s t a f f  o r  t h e  
d i v i s i o n  commander? 
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A. I b e l i e v e ,  i n  t h i s  i n s t a n c e ,  he  submit ted t h e  r e p o r t  
personal ly  t o  t h e  d i v i s i o n  commander. 

Q. Would a r e p o r t  of i n v e s t i g a t i o n  such a s  t h i s  be  
turned i n t o  t h e  i n s p e c t o r  genera l  o r  t o  t h e  JAG f o r  checking 
a s  t o  v a l i d i t y  o r  l e g a l i t y ,  o r  would it go t o  t h e  AG, o r  t o  
t h e  chief  of s t a f f  log ,  o r  e x a c t l y  where would t h i s  be looked 
a t  and recorded a s  a  mat ter  of record? 

A. I would t h i n k  t h a t  a f t e r  a r e p o r t  of t h i s  n a t u r e  
w a s  submitted from commander t o  commander t h a t  it would go 
from t h e  commander who was rece iv ing  t h e  r e p o r t  t o  t h e  ch ie f  
of s t a f f ,  t o  t h e  i n s p e c t o r  genera l ,  and t o  the--possibly t o  
t h e  JAG o f f i c e r .  T h a t ' s  how I would answer t h a t  ques t ion ,  
s i r .  

I0: We w i l l  t a k e  a 10 minute r ecess .  

(The hea r ing  recessed a t  1540 hours ,  13 December 1969.) 

(The hea r ing  reconvened a t  1551 hours ,  1 3  December 
1969.) 

10: The hea r ing  w i l l  come t o  order .  

RCDR: A l l  persons p r e s e n t  when t h e  hear ing  recessed  are 
again p resen t .  

Q General YOUNG, when we recessed you were speaking
of t h e  w r i t t e n  r e p o r t  which was submit ted,  o s t e n s i b l y  by 
Colonel HENDERSON, and you i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  you had n o t  seen 
t h e  r e p o r t .  

A. To t h e  b e s t  of my knowledge, I do no t  remember 
see ing  t h e  r e p o r t .  

Q. Do you r e c a l l  anybody ever  t e l l i n g  you about 
see ing  t h e  r e p o r t  and t h e  contents  of t h e  r e p o r t ,  t h e  s i z e  
of t h e  r e p o r t  and what it involved? 

A. I r e c a l l  t h a t  I asked General KOSTER, and t h a t  
I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  General KOSTER'S d e s c r i p t i o n  as  t o  t h e  s i z e  
of it. I do r e c a l l  t h a t  he informed me t h a t  Colonel 
HENDERSON had completed t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  I b e l i e v e  
t h e s e  a r e  t h e  words he used. He had t a l k e d  t o  a number of 
ind iv idua l s  who were involved i n  t h e  opera t ion  and t h a t  
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o t h e r  than t h e  noncombatants who were k i l l e d  by t h e  a r t i l l e r y  
f i r e  t h a t  t h e  a l l ega t ions - - the  o t h e r  a l l d g a t i o n s  were unfounded. 
I be l i eve  t h e s e  a r e  t h e  words he used, sir.  

Q. Did he i n d i c a t e  t o  you whether o r  n o t  t h i s  r e p o r t  of 
the i n v e s t i g a t i o n  included sworn s ta tements?  

A No, s i r ,  he d i d  no t .  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  h i s  i n d i c a t i n g  
t h a t  t h e r e  were any sworn s ta tements  included i n  t h e  r e p o r t .  

Q - Do you r e c a l l  anything e l s e  about t h e  r e p o r t ,  how 
it was handled, o r  anything e l s e  i n  t h e  headquarters?  

A. To t h e  b e s t  of my knowledge, s i r ,  t h e  r e p o r t  was 
hand-carried t o  t h e  headquarters  by Colonel HENDERSON and 
given t o  General KOSTER. I d o n ' t  know what happened t o  t h e  
r e p o r t  a f t e r  t h a t .  

Q .  I ' d  l i k e  R-1  and R-2. I ' d  l i k e  t h e  o t h e r  two 
documents from t h e  headquarters  of t h e  America1 Divis ion ,  
da ted  1 6  and 24  March 1968. 

(The documents were handed t o  10.) 

Q- Had you seen Colonel HENDERSON a t  LZ Bronco i n  t h e  
in te rven ing  period? You ind ica ted  you saw him once t h e r e .  

A. Yes, s i r ,  I had seen Colonel HENDERSON a t  LZ Bronco 
during t h e  time t h a t  t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  was being conducted. 

Q. Did he  give you any kind of r e p o r t  a s  t o  h i s  progress  
o r  what he  was f ind ing  up t o  t h a t  time? 

A. A s  I s t a t e d  previous ly ,  s i r ,  I asked him what was t h e  
s t a t u s  of t h e  r e p o r t  and he s t a t e d  t h a t ,  a s  I previous ly  t e s ­
t i f i e d ,  t h a t  he  pe r sona l ly  was making t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  and 
t h a t  he was i n  t h e  process of t a l k i n g  t o  o r  looking i n t o  t h e  
ma t t e r ,  and t a l k i n g  t o  a  number of t h e  i n d i v i d u a l s  who were 
involved i n  t h e  opera t ion ,  and I repor ted  t h e s e  f a c t s  t o  
General KOSTER. 

Q. Subsequent t o  t h e  submission of h i s  w r i t t e n  r e p o r t  
and h i s  o r a l  r e p o r t  and h i s  w r i t t e n  r e p o r t ,  had you had addi- 
t i o n a l  d i scuss ions  wi th  Colonel HENDERSON concerning h i s  r e p o r t  
and i t s  conclusions? 
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A. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  a d d i t i o n a l  d i scuss ions  wi th  Colonel 
HENDERSON a f t e r  t h e  submission of the--both r e p o r t s  t o  t h e  
d i v i s i o n  commander. I do r e c a l l  a f t e r  submission of t h e  o r a l  
r e p o r t  asking Colonel HENDERSON again what was t h e  s t a t u s  of 
it. 

Q. The o r a l  r e p o r t ?  

A, Yes, sir.  He informed me t h a t  he had submitted 
the-- ta lked t o  General KOSTER and t h a t  he had been d i r e c t e d  t o  
make t h e  w r i t t e n  r e p o r t .  And t h a t  he had t a l k e d  t o  a number 
of ind iv idua l s  who were involved and o t h e r  than t h e  noncom­
b a t a n t s  who were c a s u a l t i e s  due t o  a r t i l l e r y  f i r e - - t h e  alle ­
ga t ions  made were, he  could n o t  f i n d  a b a s i s  t o  accept  t h e  
a l l e g a t i o n s .  

Q. Did you ever  r e c a l l  having d iscussed  t h e s e  f ind ings  
and conclusions of t h e  o r a l  and/or w r i t t e n  r e p o r t  wi th  Colonel 
HENDERSON and t h e  genera l  conclusions of t h a t  r e p o r t  and saying ,  
" I  th ink  General KOSTER w i l l  buy t h a t " ?  

CY,' 
A. Your ques t ion  i s ,  s i r ,  t h a t  I d iscussed  t h e  o r a l  
and w r i t t e n  wi th  General- ­

LT. 
 
Q. ( In te rpos ing)  I s a i d  d i d  you ever d i s c u s s  wi th  
Colonel HENDERSON t h e  f ind ings  and poss ib ly  t h e  conclusions 
and t h e  recommendations of t h e  o r a l  and/or t h e  w r i t t e n  re­
p o r t ?  And i n d i c a t e  o r  imply t o  him t h a t  you t h i n k  General 
KOSTER would "buy" those? 

A. No, s ir .  I d id  no t  i n d i c a t e  my opinion on h i s  
r e p o r t  t o  Colonel HENDERSON. 

Q I n  n e i t h e r  circumstance,  as  f a r  as  t h e  r e p o r t  is  
concerned, d id  he r e p o r t  t o  you. Is t h a t  c o r r e c t ?  

A .  That i s  c o r r e c t ,  s i r .  He repor ted  t o  General KOSTER 
and I--as I ind ica ted  be fo re ,  I ' m  q u i t e  s u r e  t h a t  he made h i s  
w r i t t e n  report--he hand-carried h i s  w r i t t e n  r e p o r t  t o  General 
KOSTER i n t o  h i s  o f f i c e  because I can r e c a l l  about t h i s  t ime 
see ing  Colonel HENDERSON i n  General KOSTER'S o f f i c e ,  and I 
be l i eve  they were d i scuss ing  t h i s  matter .  

Q. You w e r e  no t  made pr ivy  t o  t h e  conversat ion? 
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A. I merely spoke t o  them, s i r ,  and departed.  I was 
pot  engaged i n  t h e  conversat ion.  

Q - You i n d i c a t e d ,  General YOUNG, t h a t  t h i s  was perhaps
4 o r  5 days l a t e r .  Could it have been a g r e a t e r  l a p s e  of 
time a s  long a s ,  say 1 0  days,  poss ib ly  even 2 weeks o r  more? 

A. I d o n ' t  b e l i e v e ,  General PEERS--I d o n ' t  be l i eve  it 
was t h a t  long. . I th ink  t h e  o r a l  r e p o r t  most probably was sub­
mi t ted  wi th in  4 o r  5 days and then t h e  time span between 
t h e  o r a l  r e p o r t  and t h e  w r i t t e n  r e p o r t ,  i n  my opin ion ,  was 
q u i t e  short--by t h a t  I mean 1 o r  2 days,  poss ib ly  3 .  I wouldn't  
say ,  i n  my opin ion ,  t h a t  10 days t o  2 weeks expi red .  

Q.  General YOUNG, I have here  a document which has been 
en te red  i n t o  t h e  record (Exh ib i t  R-2)  e n t i t l e d ,  "Combat Action 
Report ." I t  o r i g i n a t e d  i n  Task Force Barker,  da ted  28 March 
1968 .  I ' l l  show you t h i s  document and ask you i f  you have eve r  
seen i t ?  

A. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  s ee ing  t h i s  r e p o r t .  

Q. I c a l l  your a t t e n t i o n  t o ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y ,  paragraph 
15. 

A. Y e s ,  sir.  

Q. Have you seen t h a t ?  

A.  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  s ee ing  t h a t  p a r a g r a p h , > s i r .  

Q. General. YOUNG, i n  genera l  terms,  what were t h e  
requirements wi th in  t h e  America1 Divis ion f o r  submit t ing  
a f t e r - a c t i o n  r e p o r t s ?  

A .  I f  I r e c a l l  p roper ly ,  t h e  requirement was t h a t  an 
a f t e r  a c t i o n  r e p o r t  f o r  a l l  combat opera t ions  of a company 
o r  l a r g e r  i n  siqe were requi red  t o  be submit ted i n  w r i t i n g .  
I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  any s p e c i f i e d  t ime l i m i t  i n  t h e  submission. 
But I'm sure t h a t  t h e r e  undoubtedly was a--subsequent t o  an 
opera t ion  t h a t  they would be requi red  by t h e  d i v i s i o n  head- 
q u a r t e r s  w i t h i n  a s p e c i f i e d  t i m e  l i m i t .  
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Q Would t h e s e  a f t e r  a c t i o n  r e p o r t s  genera l ly  cover 
complete opera t ions?  

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. .And w i t h i n  a t a s k  f o r c e ,  which may have been a 
b a t t a l i o n ,  which i s  an organic  p a r t  of a brigade--how would 
those  r e p o r t s  normally be submitted? 

A. The r e p o r t s  were normally submitted from t h e  
b a t t a l i o n  o r  a t a s k  f o r c e  o rgan iza t ion  t o  t h e  br igade  and 
from brigade through o p e r a t i o n a l  channels t o  d i v i s i o n .  

Q Would t h e  br igade  normally forward those  d i r e c t l y  
i n ,  o r  would they conso l ida te  them i n t o  t h e i r  p e r i o d i c  com­
b a t  r epor t s?  

A. S i r ,  I b e l i e v e  they d i d  both.  I b e l i e v e  they  
submitted them as  t h e  opera t ions  were completed, and then  
they  would conso l ida te  them and, i f  I r e c a l l  p roper ly ,  on 
a q u a r t e r l y  b a s i s  they  submitted consol ida ted  r e p o r t s  of 
t h e i r  opera t ions .  

Q I ' l l  ask you t o  look a t  paragraph 2 and ask i f  
t h a t  was t h e  normal combat a f t e r  a c t i o n  r e p o r t  f o r  t h e  
per iod  f o r  t h e  Americal Divis ion ,  unless  it has been es tab ­
l i s h e d  by s p e c i a l  requirements? 

A. It  could very we l l  poss ib ly  have been, General 
PEERS, because t h i s  involved a company opera t ion  and it 
covered--but t h e  t h i n g  t h a t  s t r i k e s  me a s  s t r a n g e  h e r e  i s  
the--well ,  I guess i t ' s  no t  s t r a n g e ,  because t h e  t ime he re  
a s  indicated--but  t h i s  could very we l l  have been a requi re ­
ment of t h e  Americal Divis ion.  

Q .  You recognize t h a t  t h i s  i s  a coverage of only 
1 day, t h a t  i s ,  from t h e  time when t h e  opera t ion  was 
i n i t i a t e d  u n t i l  l a t e  d a y l i g h t ,  u n t i l  1800 hours of t h e  day­
l i g h t  opera t ion .  This  i s  a p a r t  of t h e  opera t ion  t h a t  was 
ongoing and continued f o r  an a d d i t i o n a l  2 t o  4 days. 

A. S i r ,  I c a n ' t  expla in  the--I  have no explanat ion  
f o r  t h e  date- ­

Q. ( In te rpos ing)  Would it appear t h a t  somebody speci ­
f i c a l l y  asked f o r  t h i s  r e p o r t ?  
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A. I t  very poss ib ly  could have happened; b u t  n o t ,  t o  my 
, knowledge, t h a t  it d i d  happen. 

Q General YOUNG, I have h e r e  another  document, which 
 
i s  Regulation 525-4, prepared by t h e  America1 Divis ion ,  da ted  
  
1 6  March 1968, s u b j e c t :  "Combat Operat ions."  Would you look 
 
a t  t h a t  document quickly? 

(Exh ib i t  D-5 was handed t o  t h e  wi tness . )  

Q- A r e  you f a m i l i a r  with t h a t  document? 

A. S i r ,  I wouldn't  say I ' m  f a m i l i a r  with it. I ' m  aware 
 
that t h i s  document d id  e x i s t  i n  t h e  Arnerical Division. 
  

Q. I have another  document h e r e  from t h e  America1 
 
Divis ion Headquarters,  dated 2 4  March 1968, s u b j e c t :  "The Safe ­ 
  
guarding of Noncombatants," addressed t o  a l l  commanders. I 
 
show t h i s  document t o  you. 
 

(Exh ib i t  M-9 was handed t o  t h e  wi tness . )  

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q. Are you f a m i l i a r  wi th  t h i s  document? 

A. I remember t h i s  document. Yes, sir.  

Q. Can you i n d i c a t e  why General KOSTER was s o  i n c l i n e d  
a t  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  t ime,  roughly a week a f t e r  My Lai ( 4 ) ,  why 
 
he would be  s o  i n c l i n e d  t o  prepare  a document such a s  t h i s ?  
  

A. No, sir. I cannot i n d i c a t e  any c l e a r  explanat ion .  
  
I know t h a t  General KOSTER was very consc ient ious  and very 
  
concerned about a s su r ing  t h a t  noncombatants were properly 
  
safeguarded. I cannot t i e  t h i s  document d i r e c t l y  t o  t h e  a l l eged  
  
i n c i d e n t  which took p lace  on t h e  16th of March. 
 

9- id General KOSTER make it a h a b i t  of s ign ing  mem­
 
oranda? 
 

A. General PEERS, I wouldn't  say it was a h a b i t .  General 
KOSTER s igned a number of memoranda himself concerning t h e  o v e r a l l  
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performance of  t h e  d i v i s i o n ,  t h e  opera t ions  of t h e  d i v i s i o n .  
He took a pe r sona l  i n t e r e s t  i n  the--extremely personal  i n t e r ­
e s t  i n  a number of ma t t e r s  which pe r t a ined  t o  t h e  d i v i s i o n .  

Q. Would you say t h a t  t h i s  is  more i n  t h e  form of a 
l e t t e r  than  a  memorandum, a commander's l e t t e r  t o  commanders? 

A.  Y e s ,  s i r ,  I would judge it as being i n  t h a t  form i f  
I were one of h i s  subordina te  commanders. I f  I rece ived  this 
with h i s  s i g n a t u r e  on it, t h e r e  wouldn ' t  be any doubt i n  my 
mind t h a t  t h i s  w a s  t h e  boss doing t h e  speaking. 

10: Before I go on, M r .  MACCRATE, do you have any ques­
t i o n s  a t  t h i s  time? 

MR MACCRATE: NO, 1'11 w a i t .  

Q. General YOUNG, I have h e r e  a document which has been 
e n t e r e d  i n t o  t h e  record  as  an Exh ib i t  R-1 ,  s u b j e c t :  "Report of 
I n v e s t i g a t i o n , "  da ted  24  A p r i l  1968. I t  i s  s igned by Colonel 
HENDERSON. Now I ask i f  this document has been c a l l e d  t o  your 
a t t e n t i o n ?  Look a t  the  document i t s e l f ,  the f i r s t  page and a 
h a l f .  

(Exhibi t  R-1 w a s  handed t o  t h e  wi tness . )  

Yes, sir.  

Q Have you seen  t h a t  document? 

A. S i r ,  I have n o t  seen t h i s  'document. The con ten t  of 
t h i s  document i s  genera l ly  what I was informed of by Colonel 
HENDERSON, and genera l ly  what General KOSTER re layed  t o  m e .  I 
have n o t  seen t h i s  document. 

Q- I n  ,accordance wi th  t h e  a l l e g a t i o n  t h a t  was made con­
cerning t h e  k i l l i n g  s f  innocent  c i v i l i a n s  o r  shoot ing  a t  innocent  
c i v i l i a n s  and t h e  o t h e r  mat ters  which came up i n  your d i scuss ion  
when you gave Colonel HENDERSON h i s  d i r e c t i v e  t h a t  he was t o  
" i n v e s t i g a t e  t h i s , "  would t h a t  p i e c e  of paper s u f f i c e  t o  provide 
t h e  answer t o  what you had d i r e c t e d  him t o  do i n  t h e  name of the 
d i v i s i o n  commander? 

A. NO, s ir .  I would have recommended t o  General KOSTER 
t h a t  he n o t  accept  this. I h a v e n ' t  looked beyond the  f i r s t  page 
h e r e ,  and I d o n ' t  know whether any a t t ached  s ta tements  o r  any 
o t h e r  m a t t e r - ­
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MR MACCRATE: ( In te rpos ing)  I b e l i e v e  you r e f e r r e d  t o  
t h e  second page when you s a i d  you had n o t  looked beyond 
t h e  f i r s t  page-­

A. ( In te rpos ing)  I have no t  looked beyond t h e  
second page. I d o n ' t  know whether t h e r e  a r e  any s ta tements  
he re  o r  not .  

Q - W e l l ,  w e  have a d i f f i c u l t y .  We do no t  know 
whether t h e  attachments t h a t  a r e  with t h i s  e x h i b i t  were 
o r i g i n a l l y  with it, and i t ' s  j u s t  t h e  f i r s t  two pages 
t h a t  General PEERS had d i r e c t e d  you t o .  

I 0: It i s  t h e  l e t t e r ,  t h e  covering l e t t e r ,  t h e  two-
page report--not  the  at tachments-- that  I c a l l  your a t t e n t i o n  
to .  

A. Yes , sir. 

Q. You have n o t  seen t h a t ?  

A. I have n o t  seen t h e  f i r s t  two pages of t h i s  
document, sir. 

Q. Now, would, you p lease  t u r n  t o  t h e  t h i r d  page, 
o r  t h e  f i r s t  at tachment.  

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q Have you seen t h a t ?  

A. No, sir. 

Q Would you read  it please?  

(The wi tness  d i d  a s  reques ted . )  

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q. Have you ever  seen t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  p i e c e  of paper? 

A. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  s ee ing  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  p iece  of 
paper. I do r e c a l l  having been t o l d  of the  con ten t s  of t h i s ,  
I do r e c a l l  t h a t ,  sir .  

Q. By whom and under what circumstances? 

A. S i r ,  I th ink  it was e i t h e r  by t h e  province 
advisor  of t h e  Quang Ngai Province o r  t h e  deputy advisor .  
I b e l i e v e  M r .  MAY had depar ted  as  t h e  Quang Ngai Province 
advisor  and I b e l i e v e  t h a t  dur ing  t h e  i n t e r i m  pe r iod ,  
be fo re  a replacement a r r i v e d ,  a Lieutenant  Colonel G U I N N  
t o l d  me of t h e  contents  of t h i s  p i e c e  of paper.  
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Q - Colonel G U I N N  was--what was h i s  capaci ty  with M r .  
MAY? 

A. I th ink  t h a t  when--if I r e c a l l  proper ly ,  Colonel 
G U I N N  was t h e  deputy adv i so r  on t h e  m i l i t a r y  s i d e  of t h e  
advisory team. But I be l i eve  M r .  MAY had departed.  A s  I 
r e c a l l  he had depar ted  i n  February and t h a t  dur ing  t h e  in-  
te r im per iod  I b e l i e v e  t h a t  Colonel G U I N N  was t h e  a c t i n g  
advisor  t o  t h e  province c h i e f .  

Q. Would it be proper t o  say,  about t h a t  t ime, t h a t  
he was a c t i n g  as  province s e n i o r  advisor?  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  I b e l i e v e  t h a t  would be proper .  

Q. Under normal circumstances he would be r e f e r r e d  t o  
a s  the  e i t h e r  t h e  deputy province s e n i o r  advisor  o r  t h e  s e c t o r  
advisor .  

A. Y e s ,  sir. I b e l i e v e  t h a t ' s  proper.  

Q. And where d i d  Colonel G U I N N  g ive  you t h i s  in fo r -  
mation? 

C.d 
A. S i r ,  I made numerous v i s i t s  t o  Quang Ngai C i ty  and LYj 
checked i n  with t h e  province adv i so r ,  o r  t h e  m i l i t a r y  people,  Oi 
on numerous occas ions ,  and I th ink  he t o l d  me of t h i s  mat ter  
a t  Quang Ngai C i ty ,  during one of these  v i s i t s .  

LC 
 

Q. What d id  he t e l l  you? 

A. He t o l d  me t h a t  t h e  province chief  had rece ived  
a statement--I  d o n ' t  know whether he received a l e t t e r  o r  he 
received reports--of an a l l e g a t i o n  t h a t  took p l a c e  sometime 
previous ly ,  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  how long it had been be fo re ,  
and genera l ly  i n  t h e  a r e a  t h a t  is  mentioned be re ,  t o  t h e  nor th  
and t o  t h e  e a s t  of Quang Ngai. 

Q - Did he say who t h i s  r e p o r t  had been submit ted by? 

A. I d o n ' t  know t h a t  he d id  say who had submitted t h e  
r e p o r t .  My understanding was t h a t  the  province chief  had got-  
t e n  the  information. I d o n ' t  remember who submitted t h e  r e p o r t .  
I d o n ' t  remember Colonel G U I N N ' s  t e l l i n g  me who submitted t h e  
r e p o r t .  

Q. To r e f r e s h  your memory, could it conceivably have 
been t h e  hamlet ch ie f  o r  the  v i l l a g e  ch ie f?  
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A.  It could have been, s ir ,  bu t  I d o n ' t  want t o  say t h a t  
it was. I t  i s  very p o s s i b l e  it could have been. I t h i n k  I r e c a l l  
asking Colonel GUINN i f  it had come t o  t h e  2d ARVN Divis ion 
Commander, because I was i n t e r e s t e d  a l s o  i n  f i n d i n g  o u t  had it 
come through t h a t  source.  

Q - What d i d  he say t o  you? 

A. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  what he s a i d  t o  me. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  t h a t  
he a c t u a l l y  knew, sir. 

Q Did he g ive  you t h e  o r d e r  of magnitude of t h e  number 
of people which could have been k i l l e d  t h a t  were r epor ted  t o  have 
been k i l l e d  i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  of Tu Cung o r  Co Luy? 

A. No, s i r ,  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  t h a t  he gave me t h e  o r d e r  
of magnitude and I d o n ' t  remember t h e  two v i l l a g e s  which you 
i n d i c a t e d  t h e r e .  

Q . 0  To your r e c o l l e c t i o n ,  was it i n  t h e  o p e r a t i o n a l  a r e a  
of Son My o r  t h e  Task Force Barker opera t ion?  Was t h a t  brought 
i n t o  focus? 

A. To my r e c o l l e c t i o n ,  when he t o l d  me t h i s  I immediately 
wondered where t h e  a r e a  w a s  and I t h i n k ,  on ques t ion ing ,  he pos­
s i b l y  t o l d  me t h e  v i l l a g e s .  There were, I b e l i e v e ,  nor th  and e a s t  
of Quang Ngai Ci ty .  

Q =  Correct ';  These names a r e  c i t e d  i n  t h e  r e p o r t .  I n  
one i n s t a n c e ,  t h e  VC name Tu Cung i s  t h e  V i e t  Cong name f o r  t h e  
v i l l a g e  of My Lai  ( 4 )  o r  t h e  hamlet of My Lai  ( 4 ) .  

A. I d i d n ' t  r e c a l l  t h a t ,  s i r .  I d i d n ' t  know t h a t .  

Q - Did he g ive  you a w r i t t e n  r e p o r t  from anybody t o  show 
you what had been received? 

A. No, sir .  Not t h a t  I r e c a l l .  He merely informed m e  
of t h i s ,  sir.  

Q .  What d i d  you have i n  your mind o r  what was he t e l l i n g  
you. How many people,  was it j u s t  one o r  two, o r  a l a r g e  group 
of people t h a t  had been repor ted  o r  a l l e g e d  t o  have been k i l l e d  
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t h a t  he was t e l l i n g  you about? 

A. I had i n  my mind t h a t  t h e r e  w a s  c e r t a i n l y  a s i g n i f i c a n t  
number, yes ,  sir. By " s i g n i f i c i a n t  ," I mean a s i z e a b l e  number. 

Q Did you r e p o r t  t h i s  information t o  t h e  d i v i s i o n  G2? 

A. No, sir ,  I d i d  not .  I repor ted  t o  t h e  d i v i s i o n  
commander t h a t  I had rece ived  t h i s  information a t  Quang Ngai Ci ty .  

Q. Did you p inpo in t  where t h e  i n s t a n c e s  were supposed
t o  have taken p lace?  

A. To t h e  b e s t  of my knowledge, General PEERS, I d i d  
n o t  p inpo in t  t h e  two v i l l a g e s  as you pointed o u t  t o  m e  here.  
But I d i d  c l e a r l y  i n d i c a t e  t h a t  they had a l l e g e d l y  taken p l a c e  
nor th  and e a s t  of  Quang Ngai Ci ty .  

Q. When you d iscussed  t h i s  with General KOSTER, d i d  you 
p o i n t  o u t  t h e  p o s s i b l e  impl ica t ion  t h a t  t h i s  was a s s o c i a t e d  wi th  
t h e  opera t ion  i n t o  M y  Lai  ( 4 )  on t h e  16th  of March, which you had 
a l ready been informed o f ,  and t r ansmi t t ed  it t o  t h e  d i v i s i o n  com­
mander, which he i n  t u r n  d i r e c t e d  t h a t  you have i n v e s t i g a t e d ?  

A .  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  t h a t  I d i d ,  s ir .  Because, i f  I r e c a l l  
p roper ly ,  t h i s  information was sometime a f t e r  t h e  i n c i d e n t  which 
a l l e g e d l y  occurred on t h e  16th of March. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  exac t ly  
t h e  d a t e ,  but  t o  me it was even l a t e r  than t h e  d a t e  o f  24 Apr i l .  
I ' m  th inking  i n  terms of poss ib ly  May o r  t h e  end of  May. 

Q You n o t i c e  t h i s  r e p o r t  (Exhib i t  R - 1 ) ,  however, 
t h e  inc losure .  I c a l l  your a t t e n t i o n  t o  t h e  d a t e  on t h e  
inc losure .  

A .  Yes, sir.  But i f  my memory serves  me c o r r e c t l y ,  
  
I thought t h a t  t h i s  information he re  was repor ted  a t  a la ter  
  
d a t e  than  t h e  month succeeding March. I thought t h i s  i n f o r ­ 
  
mation became a v a i l a b l e  l a t e r  than t h e  d a t e  of 1 4  A p r i l  here .  
  

Q - Well, t h a t ' s  t h e  d a t e  t h a t ' s  i n d i c a t e d  he re .  I 
now r e f e r  you t o  t h e  second i n c l o s u r e ,  which i s  repor ted  t o  
be VC propaganda. Th i s ,  of course ,  i s  t h e  English t r a n s ­
l a t i o n  of it. 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q The p e r t i n e n t  p a r t  would be t h e  second o r  t h i r d  
paragraph on t h e  second page. Have you ever  seen  t h a t  be­
f o re?  

A. No, sir.  

9 These two documents, p r i o r  t o  t h i s  d a t e ,  were repor ted  
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t o  have been s e n t  t o  the  headquar ters  of t h e  America1 Divis ion 
by t h e  11th Brigade, and poss ib ly  ended up i n  t h e  G 2  o r  conceivably 
t h e  G5 s e c t i o n .  These were no t  c a l l e d  t o  your a t t e n t i o n ?  

A. No, s i r .  Not t o  my knowledge, s i r .  They were n o t  
c a l l e d  t o  my a t t e n t i o n .  

a. Were they ever  c i t e d  i n  one of t h e  evening b r i e f i n g s  
o r  the  s t a f f  b r i e f i n g ?  

A. Not t h a t  I r e c a l l .  

Q- You've i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  you have never seen t h i s  r e p o r t  
be£ore? 

A .  I have ind ica ted ,  General PEERS, t h a t  I have never 
seen t h i s  r e p o r t  before .  

Q This  r e p o r t  which has t h e  normal--1 would say t h e  nor ­
mal, i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  symbols on it f o r  t h e  b r igade .  A t  l e a s t  the  
X I C O  would i n d i c a t e  the  commanding o f f i c e r  of t h e  br igade ,  and 
the  symbols behind it become somewhat i l l e g i b l e .  I f  t h i s  were 
submit ted,  would this normally be en te red  i n t o  t h e  log  and made 
a mat ter  of o f f i c i a l  record? 

A. I would c e r t a i n l y  th ink  it should be ,  s i r .  

Q. Would it be normal t h a t  r e p o r t s  such as  t h i s  would be 
c i r c u l a t e d  and made a v a i l a b l e  t o  you as  the  maneuver a rea  com­
mander r e spons ib le  f o r  this u n i t ,  and t o  t h e  s t a f f  judge advocate 
and t o  t h e  i n s p e c t o r  genera l?  

A,  I would th ink  it would c e r t a i n l y  be a v a i l a b l e  t o  t h e  
i n s p e c t o r  genera l  and judge advocate,  and I would th ink  t h e  chief  
of s t a f f  would c e r t a i n l y  be aware of it. And I would th ink  t h a t  
I would have been aware of it too ,  s i r .  

Q- General YOUNG, about t h i s  t ime you took over ,  I b e l i e v e  
as  t h e  a c t i n g  d i v i s i o n  commander f o r  a few days. 

A.  I f  I r e c a l l ,  General PEERS, I took over a few days i n  
e a r l y  May when General KOSTER went on R&R. And I b e l i e v e  he 
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went i n  e a r l y  May and I know he was gone on t h e  5th of May when 
we had some a c t i o n  up nor th  i n  t h e  nor thern  s e c t i o n  of  our  a rea .  

Q Do you have any records  which would i n d i c a t e  t h e  pe r iod  
t h a t  General KOSTER w a s  absent?  

A. I d o n ' t  have any records  t h a t  i n d i c a t e  t h e  pe r iod  he 
was absent  o r  anything.  I b e l i e v e  he went t h e  30th o r  almost t h e  
end of Apr i l .  He was gone f o r  about 8 o r  10 days,  a s  I r e c a l l  it. 

Q - . Did he have a per iod  of R&R along i n  about here? 

A. Yes, s ir .  A s  I i n d i c a t e d ,  i f  I r e c a l l  c o r r e c t l y ,  h i s  
R&R w a s  a t  t h e  end of  A p r i l  and t h e  f i r s t  week i n  May. 

Q I n  t h e  time t h a t  you were t h e r e  and w i t h i n  t h e  genera l  
per iod  we a r e  t a l k i n g  about ,  d i d  he have t o  go t o  t h e  nor thern  
p a r t  of I Corps f o r  coordina t ion  purposes o r  f o r  command purposes? 
Did you have another  opera t ion  i n  t h a t  a r e a  which caused him t o  
be absent?  

CB 
 
A. We had t h e  196th Brigade placed OPCON t o  t h e  1st A i r  19 
Cav Divis ion loca ted  nor th  of Hue. And I ' m  t r y i n g  t o  t h i n k  of  (4; 

t h e  t ime frame, I th ink  t h i s  took p lace  p r i o r  t o  h i s  R & R ,  t h e  
movement of t h e  br idage  up t h e r e .  And both General KOSTER and 
myself v i s i t e d  t h e  br igade  while  they were OPCON t o  t h e  1st A i r  W 
Cav Divis ion.  But, I b e l i e v e ,  it took p lace  i n  Apr i l .  

Q But he w a s  s t i l l  a v a i l a b l e  and s t i l l  commanding t h e  
d i v i s i o n ?  

A .  Yes; sir. 

Q S t i l l  r e t a i n e d  h i s  base a t  Chu Lai? He d i d  n o t  go on 
TDY t o  Khe Sanh o r  up i n  t h e  Hue a rea?  

A .  I c a n ' t  r e c a l l  General KOSTER going away and being 
away f o r  any per iod  of time--by per iod  of t ime,  I mean overnight- ­
whi le  t h i s  o t h e r  br igade  was OPCON t o  t h e  1st Cav Divis ion.  H e  
would go up i n  t h e  morning and come back i n  t h e  af ternoon.  

Q. Well, i t ' s  what, maybe an hour o r  an hour and a 
h a l f  f l i g h t ?  
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A. About an hour and a h a l f  f l i g h t ,  I b e l i e v e .  The 
196th headquar ters  was loca ted  a t  Camp Evans, I th ink  t h a t  i s  
the  r i g h t  name. He would go up i n  t h e  morning, v i s i t  with 
t h e  br igade  commander, and go o u t  and v i s i t  a unf t o r  s o ,  and 
come back i n  the  af ternoon.  

Q. I f  he d i d  go on R&RI  then ,  maybe t h e  l a s t  day o r  
s o  of A p r i l  o r  f i r s t  of May, and came back roughly a week l a t e r ,  
he would have been p r e s e n t  i n  t h e  headquarters  when t h i s  r e p o r t  
was received? 

A. Yes, s i r ,  he would have. 

Q. This r e p o r t  i s  dated t h e  24th and from i n d i c a t i o n s  
t h a t  we have it w a s  submitted on t h e  25th o r  thereabouts .  

A. And I b e l i e v e  t h a t  h i s  R&R took p l a c e  subsequent 
t o  t h e  24th o r  25th,  near  t h e  end of t h e  month. I know t h a t  
he was away on t h e  5 th  of May, I remember t h a t  and I know t h a t  
he was back on t h e  12th of May. I f  I r e c a l l ,  t h e  12th of May 
i n  1968 was Mother 's  Day, because we had a s i g n i f i c a n t  opera t ion  
o u t  t o  t h e  wes t  of Chu Lai  on Mother's Day. 

Q­ I ' d  l i k e  t o  s t a y  on t h i s  j u s t  a minute. 

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q ­
mit ted?  

You had no knowledge t h a t  t h i s  r e p o r t  had been sub-

A. S i r ,  I had knowledge t h a t  t h i s  r e p o r t  was submitted.  
And I b e l i e v e  it w a s  submit ted by pe r sona l ly  being de l ive red  by 
Colonel HENDERSON t o  t h e  d i v i s i o n  commander. I b e l i e v e  t h a t  t h e  
r e p o r t  was submit ted on the  occasion when I mentioned be fo re ,  
when Colonel HENDERSON was i n  General KOSTER's  o f f i c e .  Which 
d a t e ,  I cannot remember. I thought it was sometime near  t h e ,  
w i t h i n  the--a much e a r l i e r  time than  i n d i c a t e d  h e r e .  But t o  
the  b e s t  of my knowledge I have not  seen  t h a t  r e p o r t .  

Q Could t h e r e  have been two r e p o r t s  submitted? 
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A. I d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  t h e r e  could have been, sir. 

Q. This  r e p o r t  r e f e r s  t o  an i n c l o s u r e  and makes no re­
ference  t o  t h e  a l l e g a t i o n  t h a t  you r e f e r r e d  t o  by Warrant 
O f f i c e r  THOMPSON. I t  c e r t a i n l y  i s n ' t  responsive t o  what you've 
i n d i c a t e d  t o  him. I t  d o e s n ' t  say t h a t  this is  i n  response t o  a 
d i r e c t i v e  which had been given o r a l l y  t o  him by you f o r  t h e  d i v i ­
s i o n  commander o r  s t a t e  what he  i s  i n v e s t i g a t i n g .  

A. Tha t ' s  why I s a i d  be fo re ,  General PEERS, had I seen  
t h i s  r e p o r t  I would have recommended t o  General KOSTER t h a t  it 
was inadequate  t o  respond t o  h i s  i n s t r u c t i o n s .  

Q Y e s .  But I ' m  c i t i n g  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  t h a t  maybe t h e r e  
was another  r e p o r t  be fo re  t h i s ,  poss ib ly .  

Poss ib ly .  

Q- General YOUNG, a t  t h i s  time--now we a r e  t a l k i n g  e; 
about the  end of Apr i l .  We're t a l k i n g  about roughly a month 
and a h a l f  a f t e r  a very s e r i o u s  a l l e g a t i o n  had been given t o  you, 
t h a t  you had informed t h e  d i v i s i o n  commander o f ,  and t h a t  you, i n  U3 
t u r n ,  i n  t h e  name of t h e  d i v i s i o n  commander had ordered i n v e s t i ­
gated.  This r e p o r t  came t o  you from t h e  commanding o f f i c e r  of 
the 123d Avia t ion  B a t t a l i o n .  Did you o r  d i d  anybody e l s e  e v e r  
t a l k  t o  t h e  123d Aviat ion B a t t a l i o n ,  t o  Colonel HOLLADAY o r  
Major WATKE and t e l l  t h e m  t h a t  these  a l l e g a t i o n s  were unfounded? 

A. I b e l i e v e  t h a t  a f t e r  I had learned  o r  a f t e r  I had been 
advised by General KOSTER t h a t  he had received t h e  r e p o r t ,  and 
the  a l l e g a t i o n  made by t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  p i l o t ,  I b e l i e v e  t h a t  I 
informed Colonel HOL1,ADAY t h a t  Colonel HENDERSON had completed 
h i s  r e p o r t  and had submit ted it t o  General KOSTER and t h a t  there 
was no b a s i s  f o r  t h e  a l l e g a t i o n .  I b e l i e v e  t h a t  I d i d  make this 
comment t o  Colonel HOLLADAY. 

(YOUNG) 68 APP T-19 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 
 

Q- A r e  you s u r e  you made i t ?  

A. I ' m  n o t  s u r e ,  no,  s i r .  I b e l i e v e  I d i d .  
  
I b e l i e v e  t h a t  Colonel  HOLLADAY and I had a d i s c u s s i o n .  
  

Q What e v e n t s  do you a t t a c h  t h i s  w i t h ?  When 
you make a s t a t e m e n t  such a s  t h i s ,  you c e r t a i n l y  must 
a s s o c i a t e  it w i t h  something.  And what d i d  Co lone l  HOLLADAY 
s a y ?  

A. To answer your  f i r s t  q u e s t i o n ,  I a s s o c i a t e  
it w i t h  t h e  t i m e  span  when Co lone l  HENDERSON s u b m i t t e d  
h i s  r e p o r t  t o  Genera l  KOSTER. And I c a n ' t  r e c a l l  t h e  
p l a c e  where t h e  c o n v e r s a t i o n  took  p l a c e  and I ' m  unaware 
i f  Genera l  KOSTER e v e r  d i s c u s s e d  it w i t h  Co lone l  HOLLADAY 
o r  n o t .  Your second q u e s t i o n  i s  what was t h e  t i m e  
s p a n ,  i s  t h a t  c o r r e c t ,  s i r ?  

Q- What was t h e  t i m e  span  and what  was Colonel  
HOLLADAY ' s r e a c t i o n ?  

A. The t i m e  s p a n ,  i f  I r e c a l l  c o r r e c t l y ,  was 
b e f o r e  Genera l  KOSTER went  on R & R .  I t h o u g h t  it was 
b e f o r e  t h i s  d a t e  h e r e .  Co lone l  HOLLADAY's r e a c t i o n  
w a s  t h a t  maybe t h e  a l l e g a t i o n s  w e r e  unfounded, t h a t ' s  
g e n e r a l l y  t h e  r e a c t i o n  I g a t h e r e d  from him. 

Q A r e  you s u r e  you e v e r  t a l k e d  t o  Colonel  
HOLLADAY? 

A. I b e l i e v e  I d i d ,  Genera l  PEERS. I b e l i e v e  
s o ,  b u t  I c o u l d  be  mis t aken .  I f  I d i d  n o t ,  I ' l l  s a y  
it t h i s  way: i f  I d i d  n o t ,  I c e r t a i n l y  gave it c o n s i d e r a t i o n ,  
b u t  I t h i n k  I spoke w i t h  him abou t  it. 

Q. Colone l  HOLLADAY and Major WATKE f e l t  s o  
s t r o n g l y  abou t  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  t h i n g  t h a t  a f t e r  l o n g  
p e r i o d s  o f  d i s c u s s i o n  and l o n g  p e r i o d s  o f  a g o n i z i n g  
t h e y  r e p o r t e d  it t o  you. And t h e r e  were a d d i t i o n a l  
f e e l i n g s  w i t h i n  t h e  u n i t  . E v i d e n t l y  s t r o n g  f e e l i n g s  
w i t h i n  t h e  u n i t .  And I f e e l  t h a t  i f  you had  t o l d  Colonel  
HOLLADAY t h a t  t h e s e  a l l e g a t i o n s  w e r e  unfounded, I d o n ' t  
b e l i e v e  h e  would have had a  m i l d  accep tance .  

A. Gene ra l  PEERS, I canno t  -- I am n o t  aware 
o f  a n o t h e r  d i s c u s s i o n  w i t h  Co lone l  HOLLADAY and Major 
WATKE as t o  whe the r  t h e y  e x p r e s s e d  t h e i r  s t r o n g  f e e l i n g s  
on t h i s  matter. I do b e l i e v e  t h a t  I d i s c u s s e d  t h e  
matter w i t h  Co lone l  HOLLADAY, b u t  I do n o t  r e c a l l  d i s ­
c u s s i n g  it when t h e y  came t o  see m e  and e x p r e s s e d  s t r o n g  
f e e l i n g s .  
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Q I ' m  t a l k i n g  about  when they  f i r s t  came t o  
you and r e p o r t e d  it t o  you they  had t o  have s t r o n g  
f e e l i n g s  i n  o r d e r  t o  make an a l l e g a t i o n  of  t h i s  n a t u r e  
t o  t h e  d i v i s i o n  commander. When they  t a l k  t o  you they  
a r e  t a l k i n g  t o  t h e  d i v i s i o n  commander. You were h i s  
a s s i s t a n t ,  s o  t hey  were t a l k i n g  a t  t h a t  l e v e l .  So when 
people  from t h a t  l e v e l  make an a l l e g a t i o n  such a s  t h a t  
t h e y  have t o  have s t r o n g  f e e l i n g s .  And they  had d i s c u s s e d  
t h i s  a t  c o n s i d e r a b l e  dep th  b e f o r e  t hey  came t o  see 
you. And they  knew t h a t  i f  t h e y  were wrong t h e i r  heads  
w e r e  on t h e  chopping b lock .  

A. I g e t  it from your remark, General  PEERS, 
t h a t  t hey  had come back t o  see m e .  

Q No, no. I ' m  a sk ing  you. They had made 
t h i s  a l l e g a t i o n  t o  you o r  t o  t h e  d i v i s i o n  commander, 
as t h e  case  might be .  But I ' m  t r y i n g  t o  f i n d  o u t  i f  
anybody e v e r  went back and t o l d  them, "No, it i s n ' t  
SO. 'I 

A. As I s t a t e d  b e f o r e ,  t o  t h e  b e s t  of  my memory 
i informed Colonel  HOLLADAY of  what I had been t o l d  
by Colonel  HENDERSON and by General  KOSTER. I d o n ' t  
know i f  General  KOSTER d i s c u s s e d  it wi th  Colonel  HOLLADAY 
o r  n o t ,  b u t  I t h i n k  t h a t  I d i d .  

S W e  have a r e a l  c r u c i a l  p o i n t  h e r e  a g a i n ,  
ano the r  c r i t i c a l  p o i n t  i n  t h e  f e e l i n g s  and i n t e r p r e t a t i o n s  
05 people  and t h i n g s .  Because, i f  you say  he accep ted  
it  and accep ted  it m i l d l y ,  t hen  we have some s e r i o u s  
problems. I ' m  n o t  s u r e  t h a t  you e v e r  t a l k e d  t o  him, 
hut I t h i n k  I know how he  f e l t  about  t h i s  s i t u a t i o n  
a s  f a r  as t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  i s  concerned,  and I t h i n k  
I know how h i s  u n i t  fe1.t about it, And i t h i n k  i f  you 
o r  anybody e l s e  had gone t o  him and s a i d ,  "No, it i s n ' t  
t r u e , "  it wouldn ' t  have been a mi ld ,  "Well, I guess  t h a t  
may be r i g h t .  " 

A .  A s  I s a i d ,  General  PEERS, I t h i n k  t h a t  I d i d  
inform:him of t h i s  m a t t e r ;  p o s s i b l y  I d i d  n o t .  P o s s i b l y ,  
I cannot remember p r o p e r l y .  But i f  I d i d  n o t ,  I c e r t a i n l y  
had i n t e n t i o n s ,  because ,  a f t e r  a l l ,  he had brought  m e  t h e  
a l l e g a t i o n s .  I f e l t  t h a t  I had an o b l i g a t i o n ,  or someone 
had an o b l i g a t i o n ,  a t  l e a s t  t o  produce t h e  r e s u l t s .  

Q And b e l i e v e  me, I ag ree  w i th  you. I ag ree
w i t h  you 100 p e r c e n t .  And t h a t ' s  why I ' m  a sk ing  you 
f o r  t h e  s p e c i f i c s  o f  when you r e p o r t e d ,  when you gave 
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him t h i s  informat ion ,  how you gave it t o  him, and s p e c i f i ­
c a l l y  what h i s  r e a c t i o n  was. 

A. A s  I have s t a t e d  b e f o r e ,  s i r ,  I b e l i e v e  
t h a t  I gave him t h e  r e s ~ l t sof t h i s  g e n e r a l l y ,  as I 
had been informed by Colonel HENDERSON and General KOSTER 
and I d o n ' t ,  I c a n ' t  r e c a l l  any extreme d i s p l e a s u r e  
o r  d i s b e l i e f  of t h e  information which I r e l a t e d .  Poss ib ly ,  
I d i d  n o t  inform Colonel HOLLADAY, b u t  i f  I d i d  n o t  
I c e r t a i n l y  in tended t o .  

Q. Well it seems t o  me, General YOUNG, i f  you
d i d  it you would remember. 

A. Well, I b e l i e v e  I d i d ,  s i r .  

MR MACCRATE: General YOUNG, s o  t h a t  we may be c l e a r ,  
what were t h e  r e s u l t s  given t o  you by Colonel HENDERSON 
of h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ?  

A. A s  f a r  as  I can r e c a l l ,  h i s  r e s u l t s  were 
t h a t  he i n v e s t i g a t e d  t h e  mat ter  -- t h a t  he had d iscussed  
t h e  ma t t e r  with a number of i n d i v i d u a l s  t h a t  were involved 
i n  t h e  opera t ion ,  and t h a t  t h e  only noncombatants who 
were c a s u a l t i e s  were those which were a t t r i b u t e d  t o  
a r t i l l e r y  f i r e .  

Q. Did he i n d i c a t e  t h e  number of i n d i v i d u a l s  
with whom he had spoken? Did he i d e n t i f y  any of those 
i n d i v i d u a l s ?  

A. He i d e n t i f i e d  t h e  company commander, sir.  
I remember t h a t .  

Q Tha t ' s  one and t h a t ' s  n o t  a number. 
 
H e  must be t a l k i n g  about many more than  t h a t .  Did he 
 
i n d i c a t e  i n  any way t h a t  he had i n  f a c t  t a l k e d  t o  a 
 
number of people? 
  

A. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  whether o r  n o t  he used a 
number b u t  he i n d i c a t e d  a number of t h e  o f f i c e r s  and 
N C O ' s  and e n l i s t e d  men, t o  inc lude  t h e  company commander. 
I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  h i s  mentioning t h e  a r t i l l e r y  FO. 

Q - Can you p lace  i n  l o c a t i o n  and time when 
he gave you t h i s  information a s  t o  what he had done, 
the  people with whom he had spoke'n, t h e  informat ion  
he had g o t t e n  from them? 
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A. T i m e ,  I would s a y ,  sometime i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  
of 3 t o  5 days a f t e r  he rece ived  t h e  i n s t r u c t i o n s .  
P lace ,  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  whether it was F i r e  Support B a s e  
Do t t i e  o r  a t  LZ Bronco, b u t  it does appear t h a t  it would 
have been most probably a t  LZ Bronco. 

Q Did he t e l l  you t h a t  he had spoken t o  noncom­
missioned o f f i c e r s  and s o l d i e r s  i n  connection with t h i s  
i n v e s t i g a t i o n ?  

A .  He i n d i c a t e d ,  s i r ,  t h a t  he had t a l k e d  t o  a 
number of o f f i c e r s  and men who had p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  t h e  
opera t ion .  

I0 : When he t o l d  you t h a t ,  what d i d  you th ink  t h a t  
he had done? 

A. I thought t h a t  he had taken s ta tements  and had 
rece ived  a  d e t a i l e d  d e s c r i p t i o n  of what had occurred.  I d i d n ' t  
g e t  t h e  impression,  General PEERS, t h a t  he merely mentioned 
t h e  s u b j e c t  t o  them. I thought t h a t  he was i n  t h e  process  
of ca r ry ing  out  t h e  d i v i s i o n  commander's d i r e c t i v e .  

MR MACCRATE: Well, t h i s  conversat ion you had a t  LZ Bronco, 
 
which you would pu t  wi th in  t h e  month of March, I understand- ­ 

was it based on t h i s  conversa t ion  t h a t  you th ink  you had U") 
 

w i t h  Colonel HOLLADAY, r e p o r t i n g  o r  advis ing  him of what had 
 
taken p lace  with r e s p e c t  t o  t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ?  
  

A .  No, s i r ,  I th ink  t h a t  conversat ion was probably 
generated by my d i scuss ion  with General KOSTER on t h e  
opera t ion .  

Q Well, when you say your d iscuss ions  with General 
KOSTER on t h e  o p e r a t i o n s ,  a r e  you t a l k i n g  about General 
KOSTER r ece iv ing  a w r i t t e n  r e p o r t  from Colonel HENDERSON? 

A. I ' m  t a l k i n g  about ,  M r .  MACCRATE, a f t e r  t h e  
submission of a report--now I cannot r e c a l l  i f  it w a s  t h e  
submission of t h e  o r a l  r e p o r t  o r  t h e  submission of t h e  
w r i t t e n  report--but  I ' m  t a l k i n g  i n  the  month of March, and 
no t  on the  24th of Apr i l .  

Q Was t h e r e  any comment t h a t  you can r e c a l l  by 
General KOSTER a s  t o  the  scope of  t h i s  r e p o r t ?  
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A. No, sir .  I d o n ' t  recall  h i s  making any 
s p e c i f i c  comment a s  t o  t h e  scope of  it. 

Q. Well ,  w e r e  you s a t i s f i e d  i n  your  own m'ind 
a t  t h a t  t ime t h a t  t h e r e  was no s u b s t a n c e  t o  t h e  a l l e g a t i o n s  
t h a t  had been made t o  you some days e a r l i e r ?  

A. Yes, s ir .  I was s a t i s f i e d ,  based upon what 
General  KOSTER had t o l d  me, t h a t  t h e r e  was no b a s i s  
f o r  t h e  a l l e g a t i o n  which was r e p o r t e d  t o  m e  by Colonel  
HOLLADAY. I d i d n ' t  b e l i e v e  it occur red .  

Q Which a l l e g a t i o n  di.d you f e e l  t h e r e  was 
no b a s i s  f o r ,  which had been s o  v i v i d l y  communicated 
by t h e  p i l o t .  

A. The a l l e g a t i o n  t h a t  t h e r e  had been -- t h a t  
t h e  p i l o t  had observed t h e  f r i e n d l y  f o r c e s  engaging 
noncombatants. 

Q But you had no in fo rmat ion  o t h e r  t h a n  t h e  
s t a t e m e n t  by General  KOSTER t h a t  he was s a t i s f i e d  t h a t  
t h e r e  was no th ing  he re?  O r  d i d  you have some of t h e  
in fo rmat ion  t h a t  had been ga the red  by Colonel  HENDERSON? 

A. S i r ,  a f t e r  d i s c u s s i n g  t h i s  m a t t e r  w i t h  General  
KOSTER I f e l t  t h a t  he was s a t i s f i e d .  H e  d i d n ' t  d i r e c t  
m e  t o  conduct  a reexaminat ion  and t h a t ' s  my memory 
on t h e  m a t t e r ,  sir .  I c a n ' t  r e c a l l  h i s  informing me 
t h a t  he  was d i s s a t i s f i e d  w i t h  what he  had r e c e i v e d  
o t h e r  than  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  he had g o t t e n  an o r a l  r e p o r t  
and wanted it i n  w r i t i n g .  

Q. But you had never  r e c e i v e d  and you d i d  never  
r e c e i v e ,  a copy of any w r i t t e n  r e p o r t  made by Colonel  
HENDERSON w i t h  r e s p e c t  t o  t h e  a l l e g a t i o n s  t h a t  had been 
brought  t o  you? 

A. S i r ,  t o  t h e  b e s t  of  my knowledge t h i s  r e p o r t  
was c a r r i e d  by Colonel  HENDERSON t o  t h e  d i v i s i o n  commander. 

Q. I unders tand t h a t ,  b u t  a t  no t i m e  t h e r e a f t e r  
d i d  you e v e r  r e c e i v e  a copy of  any r e p o r t  from Colonel  
HENDERSON w i t h  r e s p e c t  t o  t h i s  m a t t e r ?  

A. No, s i r ,  n o t  t h a t  I can recall.  
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0. And a r e  you n o t  aware o f  any such  r e p o r t  
b e i n g  c i r c u l a t e d  t o  anyone e l se ,  a t  d i v i s i o n  h e a d q u a r t e r s ,  
o t h e r  t h a n  Genera l  KOSTER? 

A. To t h e  b e s t  o f  my knowledge t h e  r e p o r t  went 
d i r e c t l y  from t h e  b r i g a d e  commander t o  t h e  d i v i s i o n  
commander, and t h e r e  w e r e  no o t h e r  r e p o r t s  o t h e r  t h a n  
t h e  . o p e r a t i o n a l  r e p o r t s  t h a t  I can  r e c a l l  b e i n g  c i r c u l a t e d  
i n  t h e  d i v i s i o n  s t a f f ,  s i r .  

I0 : Did you see t h a t  o p e r a t i o n a l  r e p o r t ?  

A. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  s e e i n g  t h i s  o p e r a t i o n s  r e p o r t .  

MR MACCRATE: E x h i b i t  R - 2 ,  i s  i t ?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  

I 0  : I ' m  r e a l l y  q u e s t i o n i n g - - b e f o r e  you had  i n d i c a t e d  
you had n o t  s e e n  it. 

A. T h a t ' s  what I s a i d  s ir ,  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  hav ing  
s e e n  t h i s  r e p o r t .  E v i d e n t l y  it was s u b m i t t e d ,  b u t  I 
d o n ' t  recall  my hav ing  s e e n  it .  

Q.  T h i s  o f  c o u r s e  w a s  a d d r e s s e d  t o  t h e  commanding
o f f i c e r  0.f t h e  1 1 t h  :Brigade.  

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  

Q But i t  w a s  found i n  t h e  f i l e s  o f  t h e  America1 
D i v i s i o n .  Now it cou ld  have been  an  a t t achmen t  t o  a 
p e r i o d i c  r e p o r t ;  w e  a r e  go ing  t o  have t o  s o r t  t h a t  o u t .  

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  

MR MACCRATE: Genera l  YOUNG,  you i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  you 
though t  t h e  i n f o r m a t i o n  r e l a t i n g  t o  t h e  c i v i l i a n  c a s u a l t i e s  
a t  Tu Cung which has  been i d e n t i f i e d  a s  My L a i  ( 4 ) ,  
became a v a i l a b l e  l a t e r  t h a n  t h e  14 A p r i l  d a t e  t h a t  
appea r s  on t h e  i n c l o s u r e  t o  E x h i b i t  R-1 .  Can you i n d i c a t e  
f o r  us what i t  i s  t h a t  you now r e c a l l  t h a t  s u g g e s t s  
it was l a t e r  t h a n  1 4  A p r i l ?  

A. I t  j u s t  a p p e a r s  t o  m e ,  s i r ,  t h a t  between 
t h e  t i m e  o f  i s s u i n g  t h e  i n s t r u c t i o n s  t o  Co lone l  HENDERSON 
t o  i n i t i a t e  t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  f o r  t h e  a l l e g e d  i n c i d e n t  
on 16 March, and t h e  t i m e  t h a t  I l e a r n e d  o f  t h i s  o t h e r  
i n f o r m a t i o n ,  t h e r e  were s e v e r a l  months -- I ' m  s p e a k i n g  
o f  t w o  p o s s i b l y  t h r e e  months. I canno t  r e c a l l  t h i s  t i m e  
span  beinc t h i s  s h o r t .  
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10: I ' d  l i k e  t o  go back f o r  j u s t  a minute, General 
YOUNG. During t h i s  d i scuss ion  i n  t h e  t r a i l e r  do you 
r e c a l l  any d i scuss ion  concerning t h e  warrant  o f f i c e r  
who had submit ted t h i s  zepor t  of a l l e g a t i o n s ?  

A .  I r e c a l l  t h a t  t h e  r e p o r t  had i n i t i a l l y  been 
submitted by a warrant  o f f i c e r  p i l o t ,  ev iden t ly  t o  Major 
WATKE and i n  t u r n  t o  Colonel HOLLADAY, y e s ,  s i r .  But 
I r e c a l l  no s p e c i f i c  d i scuss ion  o t h e r  than t h e  f a c t  
t h a t  Major WATKE knew who he was and t h a t  he should 
c e r t a i n l y  be interviewed.  

Q To your r e c o l l e c t i o n ,  was t h e r e  any s ta tement  
o r  any in fe rence  made t o  the  e f f e c t  t h a t  we should 
check i n t o  t h e  a c t i o n  of t h i s  warrant  o f f i c e r ?  

A.  To t h e  ac t ions  of t h e  warrant  o f f i c e r ?  

Q- Y e s .  

A .  Yes, sir. 

Q. Not t o  what he r epor ted ,  b u t  h i s  a c t i o n s  -­
implying i n s t e a d  of i n v e s t i g a t i n g  perhaps what he was 
r e p o r t i n g ,  t o  i n v e s t i g a t e  t h e  warrant  o f f i c e r  h imsel f?  

A. No, sir. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  t h a t .  I i s s u e d  
no i n s t r u c t i o n s  t o  i n v e s t i g a t e  t h e  warrant  o f f i c e r  h imsel f .  
These were n o t  t h e  i n s t r u c t i o n s  I rece ived  from t h e  
d i v i s i o n  commander -- t o  i n v e s t i g a t e  t h e  warrant  o f f i c e r .  

Q. Was t h e r e  any in fe rence  by anybody t h a t  
the  warrant  o f f i c e r  should be i n v e s t i g a t e d ?  

A. No, s ir ,  no t  t h a t  I can r e c a l l ,  s ir .  I ' m  
s u r e  I would r e c a l l  i t ,  because these  were no t  t h e  i n s t r u c t i o n s  
of t h e  d i v i s i o n  commander, t o  i n v e s t i g a t e  t h e  warrant  
o f f i c e r .  

Q. I g e t  t h e  impression from your tes t imony,  
General YOUNG, t h a t  during t h i s  pe r iod  of 16 ,  1 7 ,  18 
March 1968 you were never t o l d  of an a l l e g a t i o n  t h a t  
a s u b s t a n t i a l  number of c i v i l i a n  noncombatants were 
k i l l e d  dur ing  t h e  opera t ion  of  My Lai  ( 4 ) .  Is t h i s  
r i g h t ?  
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A. S i r ,  t o  t h e  b e s t  of my knowledge I was n o t  
t o l d  t h a t  t h e r e  had been c i v i l i a n  c a s u a l t i e s  r e s u l t i n g  
from e i t h e r  ground t roops  engagement o r  h e l i c o p t e r  engagement. 
I had been t o l d  what I r e l a t e d  t o  you e a r l i e r  t h i s  
r a r n i n g  concerning t h e  a c t i o n  of t h e  warrant  o f f i c e r ,  
b u t  a f t e r  t h e  r e p o r t  was made t o  me and i n  l i g h t  of 
what you t o l d  me t h i s  morning of t h e  testimony of Major 
WATKE and Colonel HOLLADAY, I was not  aware t h a t  f r i e n d l y  
c a s u a l t i e s ,  I mean noncombatant c a s u a l t i e s ,  had occurred,  

MR WEST: And General KOSTER d i d  n o t  ask you t o  have 
an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  conducted i n t o  t h i s ,  t he  ind i sc r imina te  
k i l l i n g ,  perhaps,  of noncombatant c i v i l i a n s ?  That 
was no t  t h e  s u b j e c t  t o  be i n v e s t i g a t e d ?  

A. S i r ,  t h e  s u b j e c t  t o  be i n v e s t i g a t e d  i n  my 
opinion was t h e  f i r i n g  by t h e  ground t roops  a t  t h e  enemy, 
b u t  i n  s o  doing shoot ing  i n t o  c i v i l i a n s .  

Q That i s  n o t  t h e  k i l l i n g  of c i v i l i a n s ,  b u t  ' 
t h e  shoot ing  a t  them, i s  t h a t  r i g h t ?  

A. Yes, sir.  I was not  aware of any c a s u a l t i e s .  
The s u b j e c t  was t o  t h e  f a c t  of t h e  ground t roops  shoot ing 
i n t o  t h e ,  o r  over  t h e ,  c i v i l i a n s .  

Q I want t o  run over a por t ion  of  Colonel 
HENDERSON'S tes t imony,  which has a  bear ing  on t h i s .  
He t e s t i f i e d  here  on 2 December, and I be l i eve  General 
PEERS brought t h i s  out  t o  some e x t e n t  e a r l i e r ,  t h a t  
on the  morning of 1 6  March, about 0900 o r  0930, Colonel 
HENDERSON brought back t o  LZ Dot t ie  two men t h a t  they  
had picked up -- suspected VC -- and l e f t  them a t  Landing 
Zone Dot t i e .  A t  t h a t  time Colonel HENDERSON t a l k e d  
t o  General KOSTER, who was t h e r e ,  and t o l d  him t h a t  
he had observed s i x  t o  e i g h t  dead c i v i l i a n s  i n  t h e  town. 
A t  t h i s  time the  opera t ion  had been going on f o r  an 
hour and a h a l f  o r  2 hours.  General KOSTER gave evidence 
of cons iderable  s u r p r i s e  and shock and i n s t r u c t e d  Colonel 
HENDERSON t o  determine t h e  number of c i v i l i a n s  k i l l e d  
and t o  break it down i n t o  men, women, and c h i l d r e n ,  
and t h e  causes of t h e i r  deaths .  Subsequently, according 
t o  Colonel HENDERSON'S tes t imony,  he spoke t o  Lieutenant  
Colonel BARKER on s e v e r a l  occasions during t h a t  af ternoon 
on the  mat ter  of g e t t i n g  t h i s  information which General 
KOSTER wanted. And l a t e r ,  l a t e  i n  the  af te rnoon o r  
e a r l y  evening, he rece ived  from Colonel BARKER an  
update on the  number of c i v i l i a n s  k i l l e d .  This was 
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now a t o t a l  of 20 dead c i v i l i a n s ,  accord ing  t o  Colonel  
BARKER'Sr e p o r t .  There were men, women, and c h i l d r e n ,  
t h e i r  d e a t h s  thought  t o  have been caused by a r t i l l e r y  
o r  gunship  f i r e .  Colonel  HENDERSON asked Colonel  BARKER 
t o  g i v e  t h i s  t o  him i n  w r i t i n g .  Colonel  BARKER l a t e r  
d i d  so.  Th i s  was w r i t t e n  on a  3-by-5 ca rd .  Tha t  evening 
Colonel  HENDERSON c a l l e d  Genera l  KOSTER and gave him 
t h e  new f i g u r e ,  20. A t  t h e  t i m e  he c a l l e d ,  he d i d n ' t  
have a  breakdown i n t o  men, women, and c h i l d r e n  and w a s  
asked f o r  t h a t .  Tha t ,  subsequen t ly ,  was s u p p l i e d  t o  
Colonel  HENDERSON. Now, Colonel  HENDERSON f u r t h e r  s t a t e d  
t h a t  on t h e  morning of  17 March he spoke t o  you a t  Landing 
Zone Dott ie--he d o e s n ' t  r e c a l l  t h e  e x a c t  t i m e .  I t  was 
d u r i n g  t h e  morning of  17 March. By t h i s  t ime he had 
a l s o  s e e n  Capta in  MEDINA and he t o l d  you about  h i s  e f f o r t s  
t o  o b t a i n  more in fo rmat ion  about  c i v i l i a n s  b e i n g  k i l l e d  
a t  My L a i  ( 4 1 ,  and t h a t  he e i t h e r  showed o r  gave t o  
you a copy of  t h e  3-by-5 c a r d  t h a t  BARKER had g iven 
him. This  t ime i t  showed t h e  20 d e a t h s  and was broken 
down i n t o  men, women, and c h i l d r e n .  Do you r e c a l l  t h a t  
occas ion  o f  b e i n g  shown t h a t  3-by-5 c a r d  by Colonel  
HENDERSON? 

A. S i r ,  I do n o t  r e c a l l  s e e i n g  any 3-by-5 c a r d  
o r  any p i e c e  of  paper  c o n t a i n i n g  t h i s  in fo rmat ion .  

MRWEST: A l l  r i g h t ,\ sir .  On t h e  m a t t e r  of  t h e  complaint  
of Warrant O f f i c e r  THOMPSON, Colonel  HENDERSON t e s t i f i e d  
t h a t  he t a l k e d  t o  ~ a r r $ n t  O f f i c e r  THOMPSON f a i r l y  e a r l y  
on t h e  morning o f  1 7  March b e f o r e  he m e t  you. And t h a t  
THOMPSON t o l d  him t h r e e  t h i n g s ,  t h i s  i s  accord ing  t o  
Colonel  HENDERSON: ext remely  w i l d  s h o o t i n g  by ground 
and gunship  e lements  i n  and around My L a i  ( 4 )  and t h e  
s i t u a t i o n  o u t  of  c o n t r o l ;  t h a t  he saw Cap ta in  MEDINA 
s h o o t  a  Vietnamese woman, a g i r l  l y i n g  on t h e  ground; 
and t h a t  he saw a number of  wounded c i v i l i a n s  l y i n g  
on t h e  ground; t h a t  h e ,  THOMPSON, dropped smoke t o  
mark t h e i r  l o c a t i o n  s o  t h a t  f r i e n d l y  t r o o p s  cou ld  g i v e  
them medica l  a s s i s t a n c e ,  b u t  t h a t  i n s t e a d  he  saw t r o o p s  
of  Company C move i n  and k i l l  them. I t  was l a te r  on 
i n  t h e  morning, a s  I s a i d  e a r l i e r ,  t h a t  he  saw you. 
Now i n  h i s  tes t imony on 2 December 1969, he  w a s  q u e s t i o n ­
ed and s t a t e d  t h i s :  

" A f t e r  I had t a l k e d  t o  Cap ta in  MEDINA and t o  
Cap ta in  MICHLES, I r e t u r n e d  t o  Landing Zone 
D o t t i e .  I a g a i n  t a l k e d  t o  Colonel  BARKER. 
Genera l  YOUNG a r r i v e d  a t  
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F i r e  Suppor t  Base D o t t i e  and I r e l a t e d  t o  him 
e v e r y t h i n g  I had g o t t e n  up t o  t h i s  p o i n t  and 
t o l d  him. 

"Q. I would l i k e  t o  know s p e c i f i c a l l y  what you 
r e l a t e d  t o  him t o  t h e  b e s t  of  your r e c o l l e c t i o n .  

"A. To t h e  b e s t  of my knowledge, I informed 
him of  t h e  a l l e g a t i o n s  made by Warrant O f f i c e r  
THOMPSON and t h a t  I had s o  f a r  looked i n t o  t h e  
one a s p e c t  of t h i s - - t h i s  was concerning Capta in  
M E D I N A ' s  s h o o t i n g  t h e  wounded woman--and t h a t  I 
accep ted  Capta in  MEDINA' s e x p l a n a t i o n  of t h i s .  To 
me i t  appeared p l a u s i b l e .  However, I was going 
t o  look i n t o  t h i s  m a t t e r  f u r t h e r  and t h a t  I d i r e c t e d  
Colonel-­

"Q. What m a t t e r  were you going t o  look i n t o  f u r t h e r ?  

"A. H i s  a l l e g a t i o n s .  Warrant O f f i c e r  THOMPSON'S 
a l l e g a t i o n s  concerning w i l d  s h o o t i n g . "  

Do you r e c a l l  Colonel  HENDERSON t e l l i n g  you about  Warrant 
O f f i c e r  THOMPSON'S a l l e g a t i o n s ,  I mean, of  course;  about  t h e  
w i l d  s h o o t i n g ,  and s e e i n g  t h e  dead c i v i l i a n s ,  and s e e i n g  t h e  
c a p t a i n  s h o o t i n g  t h i s  woman? 

/ 
A. S i r ,  I do n o t  r e c a l l  Colonel  HENDERSON r e l a t i n g  
t h a t  t o  m e .  And I do b e l i e v e  t h a t  I would r e c a l l  i t .  Because 
I would have s t r o n g l y  recommended t o  t h e  d i v i s i o n  commander 
a t  t h a t  t ime t h i s  be more than  an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  of what he 
had i n s t r u c t e d  me t o  go down and t e l l  Colonel  HENDERSON abou t .  
I ' m  r e f e r r i n g  s p e c i f i c a l l y  t o  a p p o i n t i n g  an A r t i c l e  32 i n v e s t i ­
g a t i n g  o f f i c e r .  

Q You w e r e ,  t h e n ,  t h i n k i n g  i n  terms of c o u r t - m a r t i a l  
charges ? 

A. Thinking i n  t e r m s  of something i n  t h a t  o r d e r .  
Y e s ,  s i r .  

Q. You r e f e r  t o  A r t i c l e  32 of t h e  Uniform Code of 
M i l i t a r y  J u s t i c e ?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  Formal i n v e s t i g a t i o n s .  I do n o t  r e c a l l  
Colonel  HENDERSON r e l a t i n g  t h a t  in fo rmat ion  t o  me. 

Q Then you had been aware o f  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  of  a 
s u b s t a n t i a l  number of noncombatant c iv i l ians- -men,  women, and 
c h i l d r e n  having been k i l l e d  a t  My L a i ( 4 )  about  t h i s  t i m e ,  you 
would have d i r e c t e d  a formal  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ?  
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A. S i r ,  I would have recommended t o  General KOSTER 
t h a t  a formal i n v e s t i g a t i o n  be conducted by a non in te res ted  
o r  nonassociated member of t h e  command. I ' m  speaking now of- ­
my i d e a  would be a sen ioz  i n d i v i d u a l  who w a s  n o t  a member of 
t h e  11th  Brigade. 

Q* I n  o t h e r  words, you wouldn ' t  have asked Colonel 
HENDERSON t o  i n v e s t i g a t e  a s e r i o u s  i n c i d e n t  of  t h i s  na tu re  
which occurred wi th in  h i s  command during an opera t ion  by 
t roops under h i s  command? 

A. I d o n ' t  be l i eve  t h a t  I would have accepted t h a t .  
I would have gone t o  General KOSTER and made t h i s  recommen­
da t ion  as  I i n d i c a t e d  before.  

I ' d  l i k e  t o  say ,  M r .  WEST, t h a t  a t  t h e  time 
t h i s  i n c i d e n t  took p lace  I had completed some 2 6  years  of 
s e r v i c e .  I had served i n ,  I was i n  my t h i r d  w a r .  I ' m  we l l  
aware of t h e  r u l e s  of ground war fa re ,  I be l i eve .  And I don ' t 
be l i eve  t h a t  I could have accepted t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e  noncom- 
b a t a n t s  had been purposely k i l l e d  without  making an appropr ia t e  
recommendation t o  t h e  d i v i s i o n  commander. 

Q =  W e l l ,  I apprec ia te  t h a t  and t h a t  i s  j u s t  why I 
have been going over  and over  t h i s  tes t imony,  because we 
have received a g r e a t  dea l  of testimony t o  t h e  e f f e c t  t h a t  
you were t o l d  of such al legaFions and t h a t  t h i s  i s  what 
General KOSTER wanted i n v e s t i g a t e d .  You s e e  t h e  d i f f i c u l t y  
i n  t r y i n g  t o  resolve  t h i s  testimony. 

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q. Another incons is tency t h a t  concerns me somewhat 
i s  wi th  r e fe rence  t o  t h e  r e p o r t  which you have seen ,  Exhib i t  
R-1, Colonel HENDERSON'S r e p o r t  da ted  2 4  A p r i l  1968. Colonel 
HENDERSON has t e s t i f i e d  concerning t h i s  r e p o r t  t h a t  he  sub- 
mi t ted  t h i s  r e p o r t  i n  wr i t ing .  He went i n  and saw General 
KOSTER and handed it t o  him personal ly  and d iscussed  i t ,  along 
wi th  t h e  recommendation. And t h a t  you, a few days l a t e r ,  came 
t o  him and t o l d  Colonel HENDERSON t h a t  you had read  t h e  r e p o r t ,  
you had d iscussed  it with General KOSTER, and t h a t  you re ­
commended t h a t  General KOSTER buy t h e  r e p o r t ,  t h a t  you thought  
it had a l l  t h e  p e r t i n e n t  d e t a i l s  i n  it. 
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T h i s  h a s  been c a l l e d  t o  your  a t t e n t i o n  e a r l i e r .  Does 
t h i s  r e f r e s h  your  memory a t  a l l .  

A. S i r ,  a s  I s t a t e d  b e f o r e ,  I d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  
I e v e r  saw t h e  r e p o r t .  Had I s e e n  t h e  r e p o r t  I f e e l  
c e r t a i n  I would have recommended t o  Genera l  KOSTER t h a t  
t h i s  was n o t  r e s p o n s i v e  t o  h i s  d i r e c t i v e ,  and t h a t  a 
more in -dep th  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  s h o u l d  be  conducted .  I 
do n o t  r e c a l l  and ,  I am s u r e ,  I had no c o n v e r s a t i o n  
w i t h  Colonel  HENDERSON where in  I s a i d  I had r e a d  t h e  
r e p o r t  and t h a t  I had recommended t o  Genera l  KOSTER 
t h a t  he  "buy" t h e  recommendation. Undoubtedly,  I mentioned 
t o  Co lone l  HENDERSON t h a t  I had d i s c u s s e d  t h e  m a t t e r  
w i t h  Genera l  KOSTER, b u t  a s  f a r  a s  t h e  o t h e r  s t a t e m e n t s  
made by Colonel  HENDERSON, I ' m  q u i t e  s u r e  I d i d  n o t  
make t h o s e  s t a t e m e n t s .  

Q W e l l ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  t h e s e  are h i s  remarks.  
  
H e  may n o t  have quo ted  you c o r r e c t l y .  W e l l ,  G e n ~ a  
  
YOUNG, l e t ' s  assume t h a t  t h e r e  w e r e  a s u b s t a n t i a l  number 
 
o f  noncombatant c i v i l i a n s  k i l l e d  i n  t h e  hamle t  o f  My 
 
L a i  ( 4 )  , i n  and around t h e  h a m l e t ,  on t h e  morning o f  
  
16 March 1968 i n  t h e  a r e a  th rough  which C/1/20 moved on i t s  
  
combat a s s a u l t ,  and t h a t  t h i s  was made known i n  v a r i o u s  
  
ways, t o  t h e  s e n i o r  o f f i c e r s  o f  Task Force  Barke r  
  
o f  t h e  1 1 t h  I n f a n t r y  B r i g a d e ,  America1 D i v i s i o n .  On 
 
t h a t  assumpt ion ,  and t h e r e  i s  a g r e a t  d e a l  o f  e v i d e n c e  
  
t o  s u p p o r t  t h a t  t h a t  i s  t h e  f a c t ,  would you s a y  t h a t  
  
t h e  i n q u i r i e s  i n t o  t h a t  s i t u a t i o n  and t h e  r e p o r t s  
  
made on t h a t  s i t u a t i o n  w e r e  a d e q u a t e - - c o n s t i t u t e d  
  
an adequa te  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ?  
  

A. S i r ,  on t h a t  assumpt ion  I would s a y  t h e  
i n q u i r i e s  were i n a d e q u a t e  and t h a t  t h e  r e p o r t  was 
i n a d e q u a t e .  I t h i n k  I would have recommended t h e  
same c o u r s e  o f  a c t i o n  t h a t  w e  fo l lowed  i n  e a r l y  June  
when w e  h e a r d  o f  t h e  o t h e r  a t r o c i t y ,  where in  a member, 
a s e n i o r  o f f i c e r  i n  t h e  d i v i s i o n ,  n o t  a m e m b e r  o f  t h e  
u n i t  which conducted  t h e  o f f e n s e s ,  w a s  a p p o i n t e d  a n  
A r t i c l e  32 i n v e s t i g a t i n g  o f f i c e r ,  and t h e  a p p r o p r i a t e  
members i n  H e a d q u a r t e r s ,  USARV, were a d v i s e d .  T h a t  i s  
t h e  cour se  o f  a c t i o n  w e  fo l lowed i n  June ,  and it c e r t a i n ­
l y  would have been  a p p r o p r i a t e  h e r e ,  on  t h e  assumpt ion  
you gave m e .  

Q . Very p o s s i b l y  you a r e  aware t h a t  t h i s  
My L a i  ( 4 )  i n c i d e n t  began r e c e i v i n g  i n t e n s e  p u b l i c i t y  
b e g i n n i n g  around t h e  middle  o f  November. One o f  t h e  
f i r s t  t h i n g s  t h a t  was asked  i n  t h e  media about  t h e  i n ­
c i d e n t  was: "Why d i d  a y e a r  p a s s  b e f o r e  any i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  
s t a r t e d ?  What happened i n  t h e  f i e l d ,  i n  t h e  A m e r i c a 1  D i v i s i o n ,  
i n  t h e  b r i g a d e ,  i n  Task Force Barker?  Was t h e r e  a coverup?"  
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And I t h i n k  you r e a l i z e  t h a t ' s  one reason  t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  
i s  being conducted. Was t h e r e  a coverup? Do you 
have any knowledge of anh- such t h i n g ?  Would you say  
t h e r e  had been a coverup of t h i s  i n c i d e n t ?  

A. A t  t h e  t i m e  t h a t  w e  a r e  d i s c u s s i n g  h e r e ,  
  
I d o n ' t  cons ide r  t h e r e  had been a coverup. Poss ib ly ,  
  
had I seen  t h i s  r e p o r t  here  o r  had t h e r e  been o t h e r  
  
a l l e g a t i o n s ,  I could have c e r t a i n l y  f e l t  d i f f e r e n t l y .  
  
But,  based on t h e  informat ion  t h a t  I had a t  t h a t  t ime ,  
  
I do n o t  f e e l  t h a t  t h e  America1 covered t h i s  up. 
 

Q Have you given this some though t  s i n c e  
t h e  p u b l i c i t y  s t a r t e d  on t h i s  i n c i d e n t ?  

A. C e r t a i n l y ,  M r .  WEST. I have given t h i s  
cons ide rab le  thought .  

Q Have you thought  about t h i s  s p e c i f i c  a s p e c t ,  
t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  of  a coverup? 

A .  I ' v e  c e r t a i n l y  thought  about  it. I t ' s  
a ma t t e r  of g r e a t  concern t o  me. 

Q Could f a c t s  have been wi thhe ld  from you 
and from General KOSTER? 

A .  Fac t s  c o u l d  hz ' e  been wi thhe ld  from m e  
and General KOSTER--could have been. 

Q Did you g e t  any i n d i c a t i o n  a t  a l a t e r  
time t h a t  t h e r e  was a coverup from anybody? 

A .  I can r e c a l l  no l a t e x  a c t i o n  which brought  
me t o  t h i s  conclus ion .  

I0: W e  w i l l  t a k e  s e v e r a l  minu te ' s  break.  

(The hea r ing  r ecessed  a t  1728 hours ,  1 3  December 1969.) 
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(The hea r ing  reconvened a t  1746 hours ,  1 3  ~ e c e m b e r1969 .) 

I0: The hear ing  w i l l  come t o  order .  

RCDR : A l l  persons who were p resen t  when t h e  
hear ing  recessed a r e  again p resen t .  

I0 : General YOUNG, we s t i l l  have t h i s  wide 
variance i n  your s ta tement  a s  t o  what you heard from 
Colonel HOLLADAY and Major WATKE and what was given 
t o  the  group t h a t  assembled i n  t h e  q u a r t e r s  of Colonel 
BARKER. We simply must explore  it f u r t h e r .  

A .  Yes, sir. 

Q These i n d i v i d u a l s  have i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  
they  d id  cons iderable  soul-searching before  going 
t o  t a l k  t o  anybody e l s e ,  which meant t h a t  they  had 
t o  have a s t rong  and s e r i o u s  reason f o r  g-q. The i r  
c a r e e r s  were on t h e  block i f  they were wrong. They 
have both i n d i c a t e d ,  s e p a r a t e l y ,  t h a t  they  d i d  i n  
f a c t  advise you t h a t  t h e r e  had been ind i sc r imina te  
shoot ing and t h a t  t h e r e  had been unnecessary k i l l i n g  
of c i v i l i a n s  i n  comparatively l a r g e  numbers: i n  one 
ins tance  about 120; i n  another  ins t ance  they  thought  
t h e  order  of magnitude was about 5 0 .  They a l s o  i n d i c a t e d  
t h a t  they had poin ted  out  t h a t  they had seen an i n d i v i d u a l  
f i r i n g  i n t o  a d i t c h  which contained noneombatants, 
e i t h e r  dead o r  a l i v e .  They a l s o  went on f u r t h e r  t o  
i n d i c a t e  t h a t  they had gone i n t o  cons iderable  d e t a i l  
about a confronta t ion  which took p lace  between Warrant 
O f f i c e r  THOMPSON and Lieutenant  CALLEY on t h e  ground. 
Your testimony is  very much milder  i n  t h a t  sense ,  
than  e i t h e r  one of t h e i r s .  So, I would l i k e  you t o  . 
again t r y  t o  r e c o n s t r u c t  i n  your mind what they t o l d  
you and what you i n  t u r n  repor ted  t o  General KOSTER. 

A. General PEERS, I can t r u t h f u l l y  state 
t h a t ,  i n  my mind had an a l l e g a t i o n  of t h i s  se r iousness  
been.repo&ed t o  me, I c e r t a i n l y  would have repor ted  
it t o  t h e  d i v i s i o n  commander, and t o  t h e  b e s t  of  my 
knowledge and t o  t h e  b e s t  of my b e l i e f ,  t h i s  was n o t  
repor ted  t o  me. What was repor ted  t o  me was t h e  f a c t  
t h a t  the  p i l o t ,  and I s t i l l  be l i eve  it was a gunship 
p i l o t ,  t h a t  was t h e  impression I g o t ,  had observed 
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f r i e n d l y  ground fo rces  f i r i n g  i n  noncombatants-­
c iv i l ians- -whi le  engaging t h e  enemy. The p i l o t ,  as  
repor ted  t o  me, landed,  took ex t raord ina ry  e f f o r t  
t o  do everyth ing  he could t o  p r o t e c t  t h e  noncomba>nts. 
H e  then flew t o  t h e  f r i e n d l y  ground commander and 
t o l d  him what he had done and t o l d  him under no condi t ions  
should he f i r e  i n t o  those people,  and f u r t h e r  t o l d  
him t h a t  he was going t o  c i r c l e  above him and be s u r e  
t h a t  followed o u t  h i s  i n s t r u c t i o n s .  I cannot f i g u r e  
and t e l l  you t h a t  it was repor ted  t o  m e  t h a t  t h e r e  
had been ind i sc r imina te  shoot ing of c i v i l i a n s .  I 
cannot s i t  here  and t e l l  you, General PEERS, t h a t  
I l e f t - - t h a t  I was aware t h a t  t h e s e  i n d i v i d u a l s ,  t h e  
noncombatants, had been purposely k i l l e d .  I cannot 
t e l l  you t h a t  it was r e l a t e d  t o  me t h a t  a s e r g e a n t  
had f i r e d  i n t o  a number of these  c i v i l i a n s  i n  a d i t c h .  
I cannot t e l l  you t h a t  t h e  p i l o t  had observed t h e  
company commander f i r i n g  a t  a noncombatant female. 
That i s  my hones t  opinion and my b e s t  r e c o l l e c t i o n ,  
because I f e e l  t h a t  had it been t o l d  t o  me, I would 
have made a s t r o n g  recommendation t o  General KOSTER, 
i n  my b e s t  memory, exac t ly  what had been t o l d  t o  me. 
I f  I r e c a l l ,  I had no tes .  To t h e  b e s t  of my knowledge 
t h a t  i s  e x a c t l y  whah I t o l d  General KOSTER. General 
KOSTER d i r e c t e d  me t o  i n s t r u c t  Colonel HENDERSON t o  
immediately i n i t i a t e  t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  T h a t ' s  t h e  
b e s t  of my r e c o l l e c t i o n ,  s i r .  I d i d  n o t  leave t h e  
meeting with Colonel HOLLADAY, o r  Major WATKE o r  t h e  
meeting a t  F i r e  Support Base Dott ie--I  l e f t  n e i t h e r  
one of those  two meetings under t h e  impression t h a t  
noncombatants had been purposely k i l l e d .  

Q O r  "unnecessar i ly  " may be another  word. 

A .  Unnecessar i ly ,  y e s ,  sir. By f r i e n d l y  
ground t r o o p s ,  by American ground t roops .  

Q. Was any re fe rence  made t o  h e l i c o p t e r s
shoot ing  i n t o  c i v i l i a n s ?  

A. No, s i r ,  no t  t o  my knowledge. There was 
re fe rence  made t o  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e  aero-scouts  had drop­
ped some smoke t o  mark t h e  c i v i l i a n s .  I r e c a l l  t h a t .  
But, I r e c a l l  no s ta tement  made t o  t h e  e f f e c t  t h a t  
t h e  h e l i c o p t e r s  had f i r e d  unnecessar i ly  i n t o  c i v i l i a n s .  
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Q Colonel HOLLADAY and Major WATKE a r e  of  
t h e  opin ion ,  and they s o  t e s t i f i e d ,  t h a t  a t  t h e  meeting 
which was he ld  i n  Colonel I3.ARKER1s q u a r t e r s  and a f t e r  
your i n t r o d u c t i o n ,  Major WATKE again  repeated  f o r  
t h e  t h i r d  time what had been t o l d  h i m  by Warrant O f f i c e r  
THOMPSON and by o t h e r  members of t h e  crews. 

A. A t  t h e  meeting h e l d  a t  F i r e  Support Base 
D o t t i e ,  as  I r e c a l l  t h e  conduct of t h e  meeting, I 
t o l d  Colonel HENDERSON i n  t h e  presence of Colonel 
BARKER, Colonel HOLLADAY , and Major WATKE t h e  a l l e g a t i o n  
t h a t  had been repor ted  t o  me. I re layed t h e  i n s t r u c t i o n s  
of t h e  d i v i s i o n  commander t o  Colonel HENDERSON and 
I t o l d  Colonel HENDERSON t h a t  Colonel HOLLADAY and 
Major WATKE were a v a i l a b l e  and he could immediately 
conduct h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  and I l e f t  F i r e  Support 
Base Dot t i e .  Possibly it was r e l a t e d  t o  Colonel HENDERSON, 
b u t  t o  my knowledge, General PEERS, it was n o t  r e l a t e d  
t o  the  group while  I was p resen t .  

Q From what you j u s t  s t a t e d  t h e  a l l e g a t i o n  
then is  of a comparatively mild na tu re  i n  c o n t r a s t  
t o  t h e  a c t u a l  f a c t s  of t h e  s i t u a t i o n .  

S i r ,  I would l ike- ­
/ 

& ( In te rpos ing)  Facts  which might have 
been developed through testimony and subsequent even t s .  

A. I would say t h a t  t h e  a l l e g a t i o n  i s  c e r t a i n l y  
a se r ious  one, one of g r e a t  concern,  bu t  i f  t h e  f a c t s  
a r e  a s  discussed he re ,  which you and t h e  o t h e r  members 
of t h e  panel  have brought o u t ,  it c e r t a i n l y  i s  much 
more s e r i o u s  t h a t  was my impression. ­

Q Were you ever  informed t h a t  t h i s  p i l o t  
landed alongside a d i t c h ,  had a l s o  an a l t e r c a t i o n  
with a  colored i n d i v i d u a l  on t h e  ground--maybe t h a t  
is  the  wrong word--a d iscuss ion  with him, and subse ­
quent ly  re turned  t o  t h e  d i t c h  which contained i n  h i s  
judgment somewhere between 50 and 100 bodies of non­
combatants? 

A. I was n o t ,  s i r .  I had n o t  heard t h a t  
u n t i l  you made t h e  s ta tement .  I was--my impression 
was t h a t  t h e  p i l o t  had landed twice,  f i r s t ,  i n  t h e  
v i c i n i t y  of t h e  noncombatants and o u t  i n  f r o n t  of  
t h e  f r i e n d l y  fo rces  and, second, when he went over  
t o  t h e  f r i e n d l y  fo rces  and t o l d  them what I r e l a t e d .  
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Q- From what w e  know of  t h e  s i t u a t i o n  it 
i s  probable  t h a t  he landed t h r e e  t i m e s .  

A. That  w a s  n o t  my impress ion ,  s i r .  

Q. When you f irst  s t a r t e d  t o  d i s c u s s  t h i s  
s i t u a t i o n  i n  Colonel  BARKER'S q u a r t e r s ,  you i n d i c a t e d  
t h a t  it was very  s h o r t ,  5 minutes ,  and we s t i l l  
come around t o  i t s  be ing  a comparat ively  s h o r t  meet ing,  
1 0  minutes .  Do you remember t h e  d i s c u s s i o n  t h a t  
ensued i n  t h e  q u a r t e r s  where t h i s  was d e s c r i b e d ?  

A. sir,  I remember, when I r e l a t e d  t o  you 
t h a t  I c o n t a c t e d  Colonel  HENDERSON and- i n s t r u c t e d  
him t o  be  a t  F i r e  Support  Base D o t t i e ;  t h a t  I c a r r i e d  
t o  him t h e  d i r e c t i v e  of t h e  d i v i s i o n  commander, because 
of t h e  a l l e g a t i o n ,  as I have s t a t e d ;  and t o l d  him 
t o  i n i t i a t e  t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  immediate ly ,  and r e p o r t  
h i s  r e s u l t s  a s  soon a s  p o s s i b l e  t o  ' t he  d i v i s i o n  commander. 
I a l s o  t o l d  him t h a t  Major WATKE and Colonel  HOLLADAY 
w e r e  a v a i l a b l e  and when I l e f t  F i r e  Support  B a s e  D o t t i e  
t hey  were s t i l l  t h e r e .  

--- - ~ 

Q. Were they  t a l k i n g  t o g e t h e r ?  

A. They were t o g e t h e r  and I assumed t h a t  
t hey  w e r e  t a l k i n g  about t h e  s i t u a t i o n  which I had 
desc r ibed .  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  i n s t r u c t i n g  Major WATKE 
o r  Colonel  HOLLADAY t o  d e s c r i b e  t o  Colonel  HENDERSON 
what had t aken  p l a c e .  I f  t h i s  had occu r red - - i t  i s  
my op in ion  t h a t  t h i s  occu r red  a f t e r  I d e p a r t e d  from 
t h e  f i r e  s u p p o r t  base .  

Q But s t i l l ,  i t ' s  your  judgment t h a t ,  based  
upon t h e  i n fo rma t ion  you had ,  it was of  s u f f i c i e n t  
s e v e r i t y  t h a t  it should  have been t r e a t e d  as a f u l l  
i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  

A. Y e s ,  s i r ,  t h i s - - t h e r e  w a s n ' t  any doubt 
i n  my mind t h a t  t h e  d i v i s i o n  commander wanted t h e  
matter t o  be  i n v e s t i g a t e d  i n  dep th .  Y e s ,  s i r .  

Q. What I am t r y i n g  t o  r e c o n c i l e  i n  my own 
mind--put t i n g  myself i n  t h e  p o s i t i o n  of  Colonel  HENDERSON 
a t  t h a t  t. i m e ,  what am I supposed t o  do? What i s  my 
d i r e c t i v e ? Am I t o  i n v e s t i g a t e  some l i t t l e  i n c i d e n t ,  
some c o n f r o n t a t i o n  of people  o r  somebody f i r i n g  a t  
somebody? What a m  I supposed t o  i n v e s t i g a t e ?  
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A.  I t h i n k  Colonel HENDERSON was d i r e c t e d  
t o  i n v e s t i g a t e  t h e  a l l e g a t i o n  t h a t  h i s  fo rces  had 
f i r e d  i n t o  noncombatant c i v i l i a n s  while  engaging an 
enemy force .  

Q Well, General YOUNG, although you d i d  
no t  see  t h i s  report--and it is  n o t  too  detai led--based , 
upon t h i s  information it would show t h a t  it was concluded 
t h a t  "20 noncombatants were k i l l e d  when caught i n  t h e  
a r e a  of prepara tory  f i r e  and t h e  cross  f i r e s  of U . S .  
and VC fo rces  on 16 March. It i s  f u r t h e r  concluded 
t h a t  no c i v i l i a n s  were gathered t o g e t h e r  and s h o t  
by U . S .  s o l d i e r s .  The a l l e g a t i o n  t h a t  U.S. s o l d i e r s  
s h o t  and k i l l e d  450 t o  500 c i v i l i a n s  was obviously 
a VC propaganda move t o  d i s c r e d i t  t h e  United S t a t e s  
i n  t h e  eyes of t h e  Vietnamese people i n  genera l ,  and 
t h e  ARVN s o l d i e r s  i n  p a r t i c u l a r .  " So he is  saying:  "No, 
nobody was k i l l e d ;  t h e  a l l e g a t i o n  t h a t  they were shoot ing  
a t  Vietnamese c i v i l i a n s  i s  completely erroneous.  They 
were k i l l e d  by a r t i l l e r y  f i r e ,  t h a t ' s  a l l  t h e r e  is  
t o  it. " T h a t ' s  apparent ly  a11 t h a t  i s  requ i red  i n  
t h i s  s i t u a t i o n .  

A.  W e l l ,  I would have thought t h a t  t h e r q  
would c e r t a i n l y  have been s ta tements  a t t ached  which 
would i n d i c a t e  he had conducted t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  
i n  depth.  

Q But t h i s  can be i n t e r p r e t e d  as  an assumption 
on your p a r t ,  can it no t?  

A. I t h i n k  i f  I were making t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  
I would have inc luded some s u b s t a n t i a t i n g  evidence.  

Q That may w e l l  be t h e  case ,  bu t  t h e  problem 
i s  t h a t  it w a s  no t  done and t h e  a l l e g a t i o n  w a s  allowed 
t o  d i e .  

A. Yes, sir. 

Q There i s  an i n d i c a t i o n  t h a t  between t h e  
time of t h e  i n c i d e n t  and submission of t h i s  r e p o r t ,  
and a f t e r  t h e  o r a l  r e p o r t  which was supposed t o  have 
taken p lace  on t h e  20th of March, t h e r e  was another  
r e p o r t  submitted t o  d i v i s i o n  headquarters--descr ibed 
as a t h r e e ,  f o u r ,  o r  five-page r e p o r t ,  s t a t i n g  t h e  ' 
a l l e g a t i o n  which had been made by Warrant Of f i ce  THOMPSON 
t o  t h e  e f f e c t  t h a t  t h e r e  had been unnecessary k i l l i n g  
of women, c h i l d r e n ,  o l d  men, and noncombatants and 
then  going i n t o  d e t a i l  w i th in  those  t h r e e ,  four ,  o r  
f i v e  pages exp la in ing  t h e  s i t u a t i o n  i n  t h e  r e p o r t .  
Have you ever  heard of t h i s  o r  seen  i t ?  
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A. S i r ,  t o  t h e  b e s t  of my knowledge I am 
unaware of t h i s  r e p o r t  e x i s t i n g .  

Q. Based upon t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e s e  o f f i c e r s  
had come t o  you with an a l l e g a t i o n ,  even though t h e  
d i v i s i o n  commander had i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  Colonel HENDERSON 
had concluded t h a t  t h e r e  wasn ' t  any unnecessary k i l l i n g  
of c i v i l i a n s  and s o  f o r t h ,  o r  they h a d n ' t  f i r e d  i n t o  
them, were you prepared t o  accep t  t h a t  based upon t h e i r  
coming t o  you and p resen t ing  t h i s  case  t o  you, and, i n  
t u r n ,  your going t o  t h e  d i v i s i o n  commander? 

A. I was prepared to--I  accepted t h e  d i v i s i o n  
commander's conclusion,  yes,' sir. 

Q. Can you s t a t e  why you accepted i t ?  

A. I accepted it, General PEERS, because 
he  was t h e  d i v i s i o n  commander. I f e l t  he probably 
knew much more about t h i s  than I d id .  T h a t ' s  b a s i c a l l y  
t h e  reason I accepted h i s  dec i s ion .  

I , 
Q. Yes, b u t  d i d n ' t  you have such a degree 
of r appor t  wi th  t h e  d i v i s i o n  commander t h a t  you could 
s i t  down and go i n t o  t h i s ,  and he would exp la in  what 
was t o l d  him by Colonel HENDERSON, and i n  t e r m s  of 
c a s u a l t i e s  and how they came about and t h e  whole s t o r y ?  

A. Yes, s i r ,  I t h i n k  I had t h a t  rappor t  with 
General KOSTER. I f e l t  t h a t  General KOSTER was s a t i s f i e d - ­
ev iden t ly  he  was s a t i s f i e d  and I accepted h i s  opinion 
on t h e  ma t t e r  because I f e l t  t h a t  he knew much more 
about it than I d id .  He had t a l k e d  t o  Colonel HENDERSON 
about it. H e  was my commander and I accepted h i s  
eva lua t ion .  

MR MACCRATE: General YOUNG, I would l i k e  t o  see i f  
you can s t r a i g h t e n  o u t  something t h a t  comes from t h e  
s ta tement  given by General KOSTER on November t h e  
24th,  and I would say r i g h t  away t h a t  he  subsequent ly 
supplemented t h i s  s ta tement  on December 2nd and made 
a r e v i s i o n  i n  t h e  sentence which I am going t o  read  
t o  you. " I t  was my i n t e n t i o n  i n i t i a l l y  t h a t  t h e  d i v i s i o n  
s t a f f  would do t h i s , "  t h a t  i s ,  conduct t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  
"but  t h e  b r igade  commander, Colonel HENDERSON, was 
t o l d  t o  conduct t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n . "  He then s t a t e s  i n  
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t h e  December 2 supplement, "My re fe rence  t o  have an 
i n v e s t i g a t i o n  involv ing  t h e  d i v i s i o n  s t a f f  a p p l i e s  
t o  one of t h e  subsequent i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  d i r e c t e d ,  
not  t o  t h i s  pre l iminary  one." Do you have any knowledge, 
any r e c o l l e c t i o n  whatsoever, of a subsequent i n v e s t i g a t i o n  
o r  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  t o  be  conducted by t h e  d i v i s i o n  s t a f f ?  

A .  Not t o  t h e  b e s t  of my knowledge. I was 
unaware t h a t  General KOSTER was cons ider ing  having 
a subsequent i n v e s t i g a t i o n  conducted by t h e  d i v i s i o n  
s t a f f .  

Q Have you a t  any t ime,  subsequent t o  t h e  
s p r i n g  of 1968, corresponded wi th  o r  communicated 
wi th  General KOSTER regarding  t h i s  mat ter?  

A .  No, s i r ,  I don1t b e l i e v e  I have. I t h i n k  
  
I corresponded with General KOSTER on one occas ion ,  
  
which was i n  December 1968, a f t e r  I a r r i v e d  i n  Germany, 
 
involving t h e  submission of an e f f i c i e n c y  r e p o r t ;  
  
bu t  I am q u i t e  su re  t o  t h e  very b e s t  of my knowledge 
 
t h a t  t h i s  i n c i d e n t  of 1 6  March w a s  n o t  mentioned. 
 

Q. We have examined many f i l e s  and records ,  
  
as  you understand,  and we f i n d  t h a t  t h e  e f f i c i e n c y  
  
r e p o r t  of Colonel HOLLADAY was i n  f a c t  delayed i n  
  
s igna tu re  many, many months--in f a c t ,  some 15 months, 
 
which i n  view of t h e  movement of yourse l f  and General 
  
KOSTER i s  understandable.  Do you have any r e c o l l e c t i o n  
  
of anything r e l a t i n g  t o  Colonel HOLLADAYIS e f f i c i e n c y  
  
r e p o r t  which I b e l i e v e  was s igned only i n  June of 1969 by 
 
yourse l f  and by General KOSTER f o r  t h e  per iod  ending 
  
i n  March of 1968, about 15 months l a t e r ?  
  

A. This i s  t h e  e f f i c i e n c y  r e p o r t  t h a t  I w a s  
  
r e f e r r i n g  t o ,  but  I thought  it was before June--I 
 
thought it was about t h e  time I a r r i v e d  i n  Germany, 
 
very poss ib ly  it was i n  June of 1 9 6 9 .  M r .  MACCRATE, 
 
I d o n ' t  know t h e  reason f o r  t h e  1 5  months' delay i n  
  
t h e  submission of t h e  e f f i c i e n c y  r e p o r t  on Colonel 
  
HOLLADAY. Undoubtedly, i t  was admin i s t r a t ive  e r r o r ,  
  
bu t  as f a r  as I ' m  concerned I can t r u t h f u l l y  t e l l  
  
you t h a t  t h e  a l l e g e d  i n c i d e n t  on 1 6  March had noth ing  
  
t o  do whatsoever wi th  t h e  admin i s t r a t ive  de lay  i n  
  
t h e  submission of Colonel HOLLADAYIS e f f i c i e n c y  r e p o r t .  
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Q. Did it have, s o  f a r  a s  you a r e  aware, anything t o  
do with your e v a l u a t i o n  o r  t h e  eva lua t ion  by o t h e r s  
i n  t h e  America1 Divis ion  of Colonel HOLLADAY? 

A.  A s  f a r  as  I ' m  concerned the  i n c i d e n t  of 
16 March had nothing whatsoever t o  do wi th  the  l a t e  
submission of Colonel HOLLADAY'S e f f i c i e n c y  report--  
nothing whatsoever. 

Q - W e l l  I ' m  asking t h e  broader  ques t ion ,  
because we a r e  concerned about the  i n d i v i d u a l s  who 
a r e  involved as  we t r y  t o  put  t h i s  s t o r y  t o g e t h e r ,  
and I was asking whether t h i s  delay i n  t h e  e f f i c i e n c y  
r e p o r t  had anything t o  do with your e v a l u a t i o n  of 
Colonel HOLLADAY, n o t  Colonel HOLLADAY r e l a t e d  t o  
t h e  16 March i n c i d e n t ,  b u t  i n  your genera l  e v a l u a t i o n  
of him? 

A.  Would you say t h a t  again p lease?  I d o n ' t  
understand your ques t ion .  

Q - W e l l ,  I th ink  t h a t  I would s t a t e  f o r  you 
a t  t h i s  t i m e  what General PEERS had i n d i c a t e d  yes terday ,  
t h a t  mat ters  of t h i s  c h a r a c t e r  would be regarded as  
of a c o n f i d e n t i a l  n a t u r e  and t h e r e f o r e  we ask t h e  
ques t ion  j u s t  f o r  our  enlightenment t o  s e e  i f  w e  
can g e t  some eva lua t ion  of t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  concerned. 
Seeing t h i s  de lay  i n  t h e  e f f i c i e n c y  r e p o r t  we n a t u r a l l y  
ask the  ques t ion ,  i s  t h e r e  something r e f l e c t e d  i n  
t h e r e  r e l a t i n g  t o  Colonel HOLLADAY t h a t  should concern 
us o r  be of i n t e r e s t  t o  us a t  t h i s  time? 

A.  Not as f a r  as I ' m  concerned, sir.  When 
I served  w i t h  Colonel HOLLADAY I had the  utmost r e s p e c t  
f o r  him and I s t i l l  have t h e  utmost r e s p e c t ,  and i f  
I can r e c a l l  t h e  e f f i c i e n c y  r e p o r t  which I rendered 
on Colonel HOLLADAY it was c e r t a i n l y  above the  average 
e f f i c i e n c y  r e p o r t .  

10: Would you mind, General YOUNG, t e l l i n g  
us what pe r iod  d i d  t h i s  e f f i c i e n c y  r e p o r t  cover? 

A .  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  t he  per iod ,  b u t  I b e l i e v e  
it covered t h e  pe r iod  from h i s  assignment t o  the  
d i v i s i o n ,  and I th ink  L l i s  was--I 've  fo rgo t t en  when 
he was ass igned t o  t h e  d i v i s i o n ,  through t h e  e a r l y  
p o r t i o n  of March 1968. I could be mistaken. What I 
r e c a l l  about t h e  r e p o r t  i s  t h e  l a t e  submission of 
it, and when I rece ived  it I d i d  my very b e s t  t o  
expedi te  it on t o  General KOSTER. 
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Q Was t h a t  t h e  only e f f i c i e n c y  r e p o r t  t h a t  
you had r e f e r r e d  t o  you t h a t  was l a t e ?  

A. T h a t ' s  t h e  only one I had t h a t  was t h a t  
l a t e .  I b e l i e v e  t h e r e  were others--by o t h e r s  I mean 
two o r  t h r e e ,  t h a t  were s e n t  t o  me a f t e r  I depar ted  
the  America1 Divis ion and was a t  Danang, b u t  nothing 
of the  l a t e n e s s  of t h e  magnitude of Colonel HOLLADAY1s 
case.  

Q. Why would you be f i l l i n g  ou t  a r e p o r t  f o r  
Colonel HOLLADAY o r  anybody e l s e  a s  of e a r l y  March? 

A. I d o n ' t  know, s i r .  A s  I s a i d ,  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  
t he  d a t e  covered by t h e  e f f i c i e n c y  r e p o r t ,  b u t  t h a t  w a s  
my r e c o l l e c t i o n .  

Q Let  me ask you another  ques t ion .  Up u n t i l  
the  13 th ,  t h e  1 4 t h ,  and 15th  of March, what was your 
job? 

A. T h a t ' s  undoubtedly t h e  reason f o r  it, 
r i g h t  t h e r e .  Subsequent t o  the  depar ture  of General 
RYDER, I took over a s  ADC f o r  maneuver. I t  i s  p o s s i b l e  
t h a t  t h e  r a t i n g  system was changed between when I was 
the  ADC f o r  support  and t h e  ADC f o r  maneuver, a f t e r  
General RYDER' s depar ture .  

-\ 

Q- A s  ADC f o r  suppor t ,  were you respons ib le  
f o r  overseeing t h e  a c t i v i t i e s  of t h e  123d Aviat ion 
Ba t t a l ion?  

A. I b e l i e v e  t h a t  I was ; s i r ,  and I b e l i e v e  
t h a t  t h e  r a t i n g  scheme f o r  t h e  d i v i s i o n  w i l l  i n d i c a t e  
t h a t  I was. 

Q Were you a l s o  re spons ib le  f o r  DIVARTY? 

A. Yes, s i r ,  I was respons ib le  f o r  DIVARTY. 

MR MACCRATE: Do I understand t h a t  t h i s  was handled 
by i t s e l f ,  bu t  you have no explanat ion  of t h e  per iod  
of time t h a t  it took t o  reach you? 

A. I have no explanat ion  as  t o  why it took 
so  long t o  reach me, sir.  I can only as su re  you t h a t  
as  f a r  as  I a m  concerned t h e  admin i s t r a t ive  delay i n  
the  submission of t h e  r e p o r t  was not  i n  any way what­
soever r e l a t e d  t o  t h e  a l l e g e d  i n c i d e n t  of 1 6  March 
1968.  
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Q. I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  communications with General 
KOSTER, have you had any communications with Colonel 
HENDERSON? 

A. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  any correspondence t h a t  
I 've had wi th  Colonel HENDERSON. 

Q- Have you had any conversat ion with him? 

A. The only time that  I ' v e  seen Colonel HENDERSON 
s i n c e  h i s  depar tu re  from the  Americal Divis ion was 
l a s t  n igh t .  When I l e f t  t h i s  b u i l d i n g  l a s t  n i g h t  
I rode i n  t h e  same sedan with Colonel HENDERSON. I 
d i d  n o t  d i scuss  with Colonel HENDERSON any of t h e  
testimony t h a t  he had provided t h i s  panel .  I d i s ­
cussed wi th  him mat ters  p e r t a i n i n g  to  h i s  family,  
and mat ters  p e r t a i n i n g  t o  h i s  job a t  Norfolk,  b u t  
I d i d  n o t  d i scuss  wi th  him any of t h e  testimony which 
he had provided. A f t e r  I l e f t  t h e  Americal Divis ion  
and went t o  Danang and assumed command of t h e  Danang 
Command. I d i d  r e t u r n  on a very f requent  b a s i s  
t o  Duc Pho, because I had some troops t h e r e ,  and on 
s e v e r a l  occasions I saw Colonel HENDERSON. I went 
t o  him t o  be s u r e  t h a t  he was r e c e i v i n g  t h e  l o g i s t i c a l  
suppor t  t h a t  was necessary as I contac ted  o t h e r  commanders 
throughout the  area. 

Q Was t h e r e  ever  any conversa t ion  with him 
subsequent t o  March o r  A p r i l  1968 r e l a t i n g  t o  the  
i n c i d e n t  a t  My Lai  ( 4 )  ? 

A. Not t h a t  I can r e c a l l ,  sir.  

10: General  YOUNG, I have h e r e  a document, 
Exh ib i t  M - 5 ,  da ted  28 March, Son Tinh D i s t r i c t ,  Quang 
Ngai Province from Lieutenant  TAN t o  t h e  Quang Ngai 
Province c h i e f .  This  i s  t h e  English t r a n s l a t i o n  of 
the  Vietnamese o r i g i n a l  which i s  a t t ached  h e r e t o .  
I show t h a t  t o  you and ask you i f  you have eve r  seen  
it (handing t h e  document t o  BG YOUNG) ? 

A.  To t h e  b e s t  of my knowledge, I have never 
seen t h i s  document before .  

Q - General YOUNG, a f t e r  t h e  r e p o r t  was submit ted 
by Colonel HENDERSON t o  the  d i v i s i o n  on o r  about 2 4  
A p r i l  1968, do you r e c a l l  any o t h e r  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  
a f t e r  t h a t ,  d i r e c t e d  by the  d i v i s i o n  o r  by the  d i v i s i o n  
commander? 
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A. Not t o  t h e  very  b e s t  of  my knowledge--I do  
n o t  r e c a l l .  

Q. Was t h e r e  a d i r e c t i v e ,  o r a l  o r  w r i t t e n ,  
t o  the e f f e c t ,  t h a t  a formal  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  of  t h i s  
i n c i d e n t  was t o  be  conducted? 

A. There was c e r t a i n l y  no d i r e c t i v e  i s s u e d  
by m e  t o  t h i s  e f f e c t  t h a t  I can r e c a l l ,  and I ' m  
unaware of any t h a t  t h e  d i v i s i o n  commander i s s u e d .  

Q .  On o r  about t h e  8 t h  of May, 1968, d i d  you 
go t o  Duc Pho and meet w i th  Colonel  HENDERSON and 
t e l l  him t h a t  t h e  d i v i s i o n  commander wanted a formal  
i n v e s t i g a t i o n  made of  t h e  My L a i  i n c i d e n t  of 16 March 
1968? 

A. No, s i r ,  I d i d  n o t .  I would have no r ea son  
t o ,  i n  my op in ion ,  General  PEERS, because I b e l i e v e  
t h a t  a t  t h a t  t ime General  KOSTER was i n  Hawaii. I 
cannot r e c a l l  General  KOSTER g i v i n g  m e  t h o s e  i n s t r u c t i o n s .  

Q I use  t h e  p e r i o d  about 8 t o  10 May. Was 
General  KOSTER i n  Hawaii,  l e t ' s  s ay  du r ing  t h a t  p e r i o d ?  

A. I b e l i e v e  t h a t  General  KOSTER r e t u r n e d  
from Hawaii a t  about  t h a t  t ime--at  about  t h e  8 t h  o r  
l o t h ,  b u t  I know he was back on Mother ' s  Day, on t h e  
12 th .  

Q- Did General  KOSTER t a l k  t o  you about  hav ing  
a formal  r e p o r t  p repared?  

A. The on ly  t h i n g  t h a t  General  KOSTER s t a t e d  
t o  me was t h a t  he had r e c e i v e d  t h e  o r a l  r e p o r t  and 
t h a t  he had d i r e c t e d  it be p u t  i n  w r i t i n g .  T h a t ' s  
t o  t h e  very b e s t  of  my r e c o l l e c t i o n .  A s  t o  any subsequent  
r e p o r t ,  I cannot  r e c a l l  t h i s  be ing  d i r e c t e d .  

Q You do n o t  r e c a l l  going t o  Duc Pho about  
t h e  10 th  of May and d i r e c t i n g ,  i n  t h e  name o f  t h e  
d i v i s i o n  commander, t h a t  a formal  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  be  
conducted of t h e  My Lai  i n c i d e n t  of 16 March 1968? 

A. I do n o t  r e c a l l  any such d i r e c t i v e .  

Q - Do you r e c a l l ,  a f t e r  having i s s u e d  such  
a d i r e c t i v e ,  t h a t  i n  t a l k i n g  it over  wi th  Colonel  
HENDERSON he i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  he was going t o  a p p o i n t  
h i s  execu t ive  o f f i c e r ,  Colonel  BARKER, a s  t h e  i n v e s t i ­
g a t i n g  o f f i c e r ?  
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A. I do n o t  r e c a l l  any such conversa t ion ,  
and I b e l i e v e  a t  t h a t  t i m e  h i s  execut ive  o f f i c e r  was 
Colonel FRANKLIN.  I ' m  incorrect--TF BARKER--I d o n ' t  
know when Colonel FRANKLIN assumed t h e  p o s i t i o n  of  
execut ive o f f i c e r ,  it was probably subsequent t o  t h a t .  
But I ' m  p o s i t i v e  t h a t  I r e c a l l  no conversa t ion  where 
it was i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  Colonel Barker was going t o  
make a formal i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  

10: I would l i k e  t o  r ecess  f o r  a few minutes. 

(The hear ink  recessed  a t  1845 hours ,  1 3',
December 1969 ..) \\% 
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(The hear ing  reconvened a t  1850 hours ,  1 3  
December 1 969 .  ) 

10: The hea r ing  w i l l  come t o  order .  

RCDR : A l l  persons who were p resen t  when t h e  
hea r ing  recessed  a r e  again p resen t .  

10: I come back again t o  a formal r e p o r t .  
Do you r e c a l l  eve r  having been asked a  ques t ion  which, 
i n  essence ,  asked: "What new has developed t h a t  would 
genera te  a formal r e p o r t ? "  

A.  I do n o t ,  General PEERS. May I ask who 
asked the  ques t ion?  

Q Colonel HENDERSON. This  i s  t h e  discussion- ­ 

I a m  s t i l l  back t o  t h e  d i scuss ion  with Colonel HENDERSON 

on o r  about 1 0  May i n  which you t o l d  him t o  conduct 

a formal i n v e s t i g a t i o n  and t h e  ques t ion  was asked, 

"What new i n f  ormation has developed?" 


A. I do n o t  r e c a l l  h i s  asking me t h a t  ques t ion ,  
sir.  

Q You r e c a l l  going i n t o  h i s  o f f i c e  a longs ide  
h i s  van t o  d i scuss  t h e  development of a formal r e p o r t ?  

A. No, sir.  

Q Do you r e c a l l  any d i r e c t i v e  which was 
i s s u e d  i n  w r i t i n g  by d i v i s i o n ,  d i r e c t i n g  a formal 
r e p o r t  o r  appoint ing an i n v e s t i g a t i n g  o / f f i ce r?  

A.  No, s i r ,  I do no t  r e c a l l  a d i r e c t i v e  i n  
w r i t i n g  from t h e  America1 Divis ion t o  t h a t  e f f e c t .  

Q Did you, subsequent t o  the  10th  of May, 
e v e r  see  a formal r e p o r t  which was s u b m i t t e d - t o  d i v i s i o n  
headquarters  covering t h e  My Lai  i n c i d e n t  of 16 March 
1968? 

A. Not t o  my b e s t  r e c o l i e c t i o n ,  I d i d  n o t ,  
sir.  

Q. A r e p o r t  which inc luded s igned s ta tements  
from company commanders, s e v e r a l  of t h e  o f f i c e r s ,  
personnel  w i t h i n  t h e  u n i t ,  from o t h e r  o f f i c e r s  a s s o c i a t e d  
wi th  t h e  opera t ion ,  a t o t a l  of about 15 t o  20 t e s t imonies ,  
s igned as  attachments t o  the  r e p o r t ?  

A. No, s i r .  I do n o t  r e c a l l  see ing  t h a t .  
I th ink  t h a t ,  had I seen it, I would r e c a l l  it. 
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Q You know of no a c t i o n ,  then ,  r e q u i r i n g  
the  submission of a formal r e p o r t  subsequent t o  t h i s  
r e p o r t  of 24 Apr i l ?  

A. S i r ,  I know of no a c t i o n ,  t o  the  b e s t  
of my r e c o l l e c t i o n ,  which requ i red  Colonel HENDEMON 
t o  submit a r e p o r t  subsequent t o  the  submission of 
t h a t  r e p o r t  t h e r e .  To t h e  very b e s t  of my knowledge, 
I d i d  n o t  on o r  about t h e  8th of May p lace  t h i s  requirement 
on Colonel HENDERSON. 

Q General YOUNG, how long were you planning 
on being i n  Washington? 

A. I ' l l  be he re  as  long as  necessary,  General 
PEERS. 

Q I'm s t i l l  hanging on t h i s  mat ter  of what 
i n £ormation you rece ived  from HOLLADAY and WATKE, 
and what was given t o  t h e  d i v i s i o n  commander, and 
what informat ion  was put  ou t  a t  t h a t  meeting on the  
17th  o r  18th  of March, 1 9 6 7  ( s i c ) . I ' m  a l s o  hanging 
on another  point--and t h i s  i s  your b e l i e f ,  t h a t  you had 
n o t i f i e d  t h e  commanding o f f i c e r  of t h e  123d Aviat ion 
B a t t a l i o n  t o  t h e  e f f e c t  t h a t  t h e r e  were no conclusive 
f indings  t o  prove the  a l l e g a t i o n  which had been made. 

General YOUNG, I have h e r e  a d i r e c t i v e  
from Headquarters,  M A W ,  da ted  1 4  October 1966, Number 
525-3, Subjec t ;  "Combat Operat ions,  Minimizing Noncombatant 
B a t t l e  Casua l t i e s . "  I show you t h i s  document and ask 
you i f  you have seen it before  (handing Exhibi t  D-6 
t o  General YOUNG)? 

A. Yes, sir. I b e l i e v e  I have seen  t h i s  
document before .  

Q e  
  You are f a m i l i a r  wi th  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  it 
was t h e  i n t e n t  of the commanding genera l  of the  m i l i t a r y  
fo rces  i n  Vietnam t h a t  c i v i l i a n  c a s u a l t i e s  be h e l d  
t o  a s  a b s o l u t e  minimum? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q- I show you another  document, a l s o  Headquarters,  
MACV; D i r e c t i v e  Number 20-4 ,  da ted  27 A p r i l  1967, 
and ask you i f  you have seen t h i s  document (handing 
Exh ib i t  D-1  t o  General YOUNG) ? 

A. Yes, sir ,  I th ink  I have seen  t h i s  document. 

Q. I c a l l  your a t t e n t i o n  p a r t i c u l a r l y  t o  paragraph 5. 
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A .  Yes, s ir .  

Q .  For t h e  sake of t h e  record  paragraph 5 s t a t e s :  
" I t  i s  t h e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  of a l l  m i l i t a r y  personnel  having 
knowledge o r  r ece iv ing  a r e p o r t  of an i n c i d e n t  o r  a c t  
thought t o  be a war crime t o  make such i n c i d e n t  known 
t o  h i s  commanding o f f i c e r  as soon as p r a c t i c a b l e .  'I I w i l l  
no t  quote  t h e  remainder of t h e  paragraph. 

I have another  e x h i b i t ,  General YOUNG, from 
Headquarters,  I11 Marine Amphibious Force,  Force Order 5820.1, 
dated 3 June 1967, and ask you i f  you a r e  f a m i l i a r  with 
t h i s  document (handing t h e  document t o  General YOUNG)? 

A.  S i r ,  I c a n ' t  say t h a t  I have e v e r  seen  t h i s  
document before .  I t  i s  very p o s s i b l e  t h a t  I d i d  read 
it, bu t  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  s p e c i f i c a l l y  see ing  t h i s  document 
before .  

Q m  I w i l l  s t a t e  here ,  f o r  t h e  record ,  an e x t r a c t  
from t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  document, paragraph 5a: "Upon r e c e i p t  
of a r e p o r t  of an a l l e g e d  war crime the  commanding o f f i c e r  
t o  whom t h e  r e p o r t  has been submit ted w i l l  submit a s e r i o u s  
i n c i d e n t  r e p o r t  i n  accordance with r e fe rence  (c) t o  the  
I11 Marine Amphibious Force, Combat Operations Center  
(Parchment COC) ." 
10: You have any ques t ions  t h a t  you would l i k e  
t o  address t o  General YOUNG, M r .  MACCRATE? 

MR MACCRATE: No, I do not .  

10: M r .  WEST? 

MR WEST: When was t h e  l a s t  time you communicated wi th  
General KOSTER, General YOUNG? 

A. I b e l i e v e  t h e  l a s t  time I communicated wi th  
him was when I forwarded Colonel HOLLADAY1s e f f i c i e n c y  
r e p o r t  t o  him. 

Q . You havenE t been i n  touch with him a t  a l l  
s i n c e  t h e  My Lai ( 4 )  i n c i d e n t  has been i n  t h e  news media? 

A. N o ,  sir .  I have not .  

Q- What about Colonel HENDERSON? You mentioned 
t h e  o t h e r  n i g h t  i n  the sedan; have you been i n  touch 
with him r e c e n t l y ?  
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A. No, sir. 

10: General YOUNG, when you were with t h e  
America1 Divis ion  d i d  you ever  have occasion t o  d i scuss  
t h i s  opera t ion ,  o r  the  i.:y La i  ( 4 )  i n c i d e n t  of 1 6  March 
1968, w i t h  Colonel TOAN, l a t e r  General TOAN, t h e  d i v i s i o n  
commander of the 2d ARVN Divis ion? O r  General LAM, 
t h e  commander of I Corps? 

A.  General PEERS, t o  t h e  very b e s t  of my 
r e c o l l e c t i o n  I d i d  n o t  d i scuss  t h i s  wi th  Colonel TOAN, 
l a t e r  General TOAN, and I am p o s i t i v e  t h a t  I never 
d iscussed  t h i s  wi th  General LAM, t h e  CG of I Corps. 
I don't--I 'm q u i t e  s u r e  I d i d n ' t  d i scuss  i t  wi th  Colonel 
TOAN and almost p o s i t i v e  about t h i s  ma t t e r  with General 
LAM. 

Q. Were you ever  aware t h a t  ARVN was conducting 
an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  of t h i s  i n c i d e n t ?  

A. Ijo, sir, I was n o t  aware of ' t h a t .  

Q. General YOUNG, I have shown you he re  today 
and w e  have discussed--I  would l i k e  t o  go over  s e v e r a l  
mat te rs  t o  show you what was a v a i l a b l e  as  t ime progressed.  
On the  16th  of March t h e r e  were i n d i c a t i o n s  t h a t  s i x  
t o  e i g h t  c i v i l i a n s  had been k i l l e d .  There were subsequent 
r e p o r t s  t o  t h e  e f f e c t  t h a t  20 o r  more had been k i l l e d ,  
poss ib ly  24 t o  28. There was a l s o  an a f t e r  action-- 
a SITFGP--indicating t h a t  128 VC had been k i l l e d  wi th  
3 weapons captured  and 2 U . S .  k i l l e d .  I n  t h e  e a r l y  
p a r t  of A p r i l  r e p o r t s  came i n ,  of which you 
saw t h e  one wr i t eup ,  t o  t h e  Son Tinh D i s t r i c t  from 
the v i l l a g e  c h i e f ,  and a l s o  a census gr ievance team 
r e p o r t  t o  t h e  e f f e c t  t h a t  numerous c i v i l i a n s  had been 
k i l l e d .  This r e p o r t ,  l ikewise ,  was s e n t  t o  d i v i s i o n  
headquar ters .  There was a l s o  a b i t  of VC propaganda 
which came out  i n d i c a t i n g  t h a t  something unusual had 
taken p lace  i n  t h i s  a rea .  This l ikewise  was s e n t  
t o  d i v i s i o n  headquar ters .  There was a l s o  a r e p o r t  
from t h e  d i s t r i c t  t o  t h e  province of which an English 
t r a n s l a t i o n  was s e n t  t o  d i v i s i o n  headquar ters .  A l l  of 
t h i s  evidence comes i n  t o  i n d i c a t e  t h a t  something unusual 
has  happened. Can you expla in  t o  me how it could 
poss ib ly  be t h a t  nobody put  a l l  t h e s e  f a c t s  toge the r?  

A. No, sir ,  General PEERS, I c e r t a i n l y  c a n ' t  
exp la in  t o  you why t h e  f a c t s  were n o t  put  toge the r .  
It  c e r t a i n l y  appears t h a t ,  had a l l  t h i s  information 
been known, they  should have been put toge the r .  
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Q. Every i n d i c a t i o n  i s  t h a t  they were known. 

A. Yes, s ir .  I cannot exp la in  t o  you why 
they were n o t  put  toge the r .  

Q This  i s  t h e  s o r t  of  t h i n g  t h a t  l e a d s  t o  
suspic ion .  Was t h e r e  a coverup? 

A .  S i r ,  t h e  only t h i n g  I can t e l l  you is-­
I hones t ly ,  t r u t h f u l l y ,  s i n c e r e l y  made no e f f o r t  t o  
coves up t h e  a l l eged  i n c i d e n t .  I am p o s i t i v e  t h a t  
t h i s  i s  t h e  t r u t h .  I made no e f f o r t  t o  cover  up t h i s  
a l l eged  i n c i d e n t .  I d o n ' t  know what more I can say 
o t h e r  than  t h a t ,  General PEERS. 

Q Let  me ask you another  hypo the t i ca l  ques t ion?  
Knowing a few of  t h e s e  t h i n g s  and rece iv ing  t h a t  
r e p o r t  of 24 A p r i l ,  i f  you had seen it and i f  you 
had known t h a t  no a c t i o n  had been taken,  wouldn ' t  
you have suspected t h a t  something was e i t h e r  r a d i c a l l y  
wrong t h a t  must be checked i n t o ,  o r  t h a t  t h e r e  was 
a coverup some place?  

A. This being known, I b e l i e v e  I could have 
pieced t h i s  mat ter  toge the r .  

Q Were t h e s e  ma t t e r s  wi th in  t h e  s t a f f  he ld  
so  s e c r e t i v e  t h a t  nobody r e a l l y  knew what was submitted 
t o  t h e  headquar ters ,  o r  what w a s  going on? 

20 people o r  so  have been k i l l e d .  These s t a t i s t i c s  

A. You r e f e r  t o  t h e s e  ma t t e r s ,  a r e  you r e f e r r i n g  
to- ­

Q. ( In te rpos ing)  Here we have--we know t h a t  

never appeared i n  any o f f i c i a l  document of t h e  America1 
Divis ion,  20 i n d i v i d u a l s ,  never.  You can read  Exh ib i t  
R-2 and I c a l l  your a t t e n t i o n  t o  t h i s .  Here a r e  t h e  
c a s u a l t i e s .  You show me where one c i v i l i a n  c a s u a l t y  
i s  shown i n  t h a t  document (handing t h e  document t o  
General Y O U N G ) .  We know, and it  was we l l  e s t a b l i s h e d  
and t h e  r e p o r t  says it, over  20 c a s u a l t i e s - - c i v i l i a n s  
were k i l l e d .  The r e p o r t  of 2 4  A p r i l ,  t h i s  r e p o r t ,  
d o e s n ' t  say it. Nothing i s  repor ted  t o  MACV. A l l  
MACV knows i s  128 enemy were k i l l e d ,  3 weapons 
were captured and 2 U . S .  were k i l l e d ,  and t h a t  i s  
what was repor ted  back he re  t o  t h e  NMCC. Nobody 
put  i n  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e  v i l l a g e  ch ie f  reported- ­
granted he i s n ' t  l i v i n g  i n  t h e  v i l l a g e ,  h e ' s  l i v i n g  
i n  Quang Ngai o r  thereabouts--but he has  c o n t a c t  
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wi th  h i s  people .  Nobody r e p o r t s  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  h e  
  
i s  complaining about  t h e  k i l l i n g  of 450 o r  500 people  
  
i n  h i s  v i l l a g e  o r  c o n s i d e r s  t h i s  f a c t  w i t h  t h e  o t h e r  
  
unusual  happenings .  Nobody p u t s  t o g e t h e r  t h e  f a c t  
  
t h a t  t h e r e  might be  somt v a l i d i t y  t o  t h e  VC propaganda 
  
o r  t h a t  t h e  d i s t r i c t  c h i e f  was p a s s i n g  on a d d i t i o n a l  
  
r e p o r t s ,  and t h e  f a c t  t h a t  ARVN i n v e s t i g a t e d  it c l e a r  
  
up t o  General  LAM. My q u e s t i o n  i s ,  what d i d  t h e  s t a f f  
  
know about  a l l  t h i s ?  
  

A. S i r ,  I d o n ' t  know what t h e  s t a f f  knew 
about  a l l  t h i s  i n fo rma t ion  t h a t  you have provided- ­
have i n d i c a t e d  h e r e .  I can only s a y  t h a t  I d o n ' t  
b e l i e v e  t h e r e  w a s  any e f f o r t  whatsoever  on t h e  p a r t  
of t h e  s t a f f  t o  cover  up anyth ing .  There might have 
been mis takes  made, because they  d i d n ' t  p i e c e  t h e  
i n fo rma t ion  t o g e t h e r  and a r r i v e  a t  a l o g i c a l  conc lus ion ,  
o r  a p o s s i b l e  conc lus ion ;  b u t  I a m  unaware of  any 
e f f o r t  by t h e  s t a f f  t o  cover  up any a l l e g e d  i n c i d e n t  
of 16 March. 

Q - By my s t a t e m e n t  I am n o t  n e c e s s a r i l y  accus ing  
your  s t a f f .  I hope you unders tand  t h a t .  

A .  I unders tand  t h a t ,  s i r .  

Q I a m  a s k i n g  why, i n  t h e  normal f u n c t i o n i n g  
of  a s t a f f ,  t h i s  wou ldn ' t  be  going i n t o  an o p e r a t i o n s  
c e n t e r  o r  a t  leas t  i n t o  a command e lement ,  where t h e s e  
t h i n g s  would be  looked a t ?  

A. It shou ld  have.  

Q On t h e s e  two p o i n t s ,  General  YOUNG, t h a t  
I mentioned t o  you,  I a m  hanging,  way up h i g h  on it. 
I wish you would g i v e  t h i s  some though t  o v e r n i g h t ,  
t o  see i f  you could  conce ivab ly  b r i n g  back t o  l i f e  
some of t h e s e  f a c t s  t h a t  we a l l  have t o  s t o r e  i n  t h e  
back o f  o u r  heads under t h e s e  c i rcumstances ;  because  
w e  are e a r n e s t l y  t r y i n g  t o  p i e c e  t o g e t h e r  a l l  of  t h i s  
ev idence  t h a t  we can--the f a c t s  and t h e  c i rcumstances- ­
i n  o r d e r  t o  a r r i v e  a t  o u r  f i n d i n g s  and conc lus ions  
on t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  s i t u a t i o n .  I am s u r e  you unders tand  
t h e  g r a v i t y  of t h i s  s i t u a t i o n  and t h e  problem which 
w e  a r e  f a c e d ,  s o  I would ask you t o  do t h a t .  I am 
going t o  be  h e r e  between 11 and 1 o ' c l o c k  tomorrow. 
I would l i k e  f o r  you t o  g i v e  m e  a ca l l  h e r e  from wherever 
you may be.  I f  you have something,  I would l i k e  f o r  
you t o  come and s e e  me. I f  n o t ,  subsequent  t o  t h a t  
t ime ,  you a r e  f r e e  t o  d e p a r t .  
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A .  S i r ,  I ' l l  come in--I  w i l l  c e r t a i n l y  g ive  it con­
s i d e r a b l e  thought and e f f o r t  and I won't  te lephone you; I ' l l  
come i n  pe r sona l ly  and t e l l  you t h e  resul t s - - I 'm a t tempt ing  
t o  remember more-­

Q. . ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  I d o n ' t  want you t o  te lephone,  be­
cause i f  you do have anything I do expect  you t o  come and see 
me, b u t  i f  you c a n ' t  r e c o n s t r u c t  any a d d i t i o n a l  information 
then t h e r e ' s  no use f o r  t h e  t r i p .  But on second thought come 
on i n  t o  s e e  me h e r e - - i t  should somewhere about 12 o ' c lock  
tomorrow. I ' l l  be he re  between--during 11 t o  about 1 o r  may­
be  2 .  

A. Yes, .s ir .  

Q You have any f u r t h e r  ques t ions?  

A .  No, I do no t .  
  

I0 : This  hear ing  w i l l  be  recessed u n t i l  0900 Monday 
 
morning. 

(The hear ing  recessed  a t  1915, 13  December 1969.) 
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(The h e a r i n g  reconvened a t  0927 hours  2 3  
  

December 1969.)  
  


10:  The h e a r i n g  w i l l  come t o  o r d e r .  

RCDR: The fo l lowing  members a r e  p r e s e n t :  LTG 
PEERS, MR WEST, MR MACCRATE, MR WALSH , COL MILLER, and 
MAJ LYNN. 

S i r ,  t h e  f i r s t  w i t n e s s  i s  General  George 
H. YOUNG. 

(BG George H. YOUNG w a s  r e c a l l e d ,  reminded 
o f  h i s  o a t h ,  and ,  t e s t i f i e d  a s  fo l lows : )  

10: Colonel  MILLER, do you have any th ing  t o  
s a y - a t  t h i s  t ime?  

COL MILLER: Bzfore  you t e s t i f i e d  p r e v i o u s l y  you w e r e  
i n fo rmed  o f  your  t e s t i m o n i a l  r i g h t s  under ~ r t i c l e31 
o f .  t h e  Uniform Code o f  Military J u s t i c e  and your  r i g h t  
t o  counse l .  Would you l i k e  t o  have a r e e x p l a n a t i o n  
o f .  t h a t  i n  any way? 

A. N o .  

10: General  YOUNG, one o f  t h e  t h i n g s  t h a t  has  
q u i t e  a b i t  t o  do w i t h  o u r  a c t i v i t i e s ' i s  j u s t  t r y i n g  
t o  work o u t  a s chedu le  .of e v e n t s  a s  t hey  took p l a c e .  
One o f  t h e  keys ,  as f a r  as t iming  i s  concerned,  has  
t o  do w i t h  t h e  t i m i n g  o f  t h e  meet ing t h a t  took p l a c e  
a t  LZ D o t t i e ,  and w e  have q u i t e  a  b i t  o f  t es t imony 
and r e c o r d s  which would i n d i c a t e  t h a t  t h i s  meeting 
took p l a c e  on t h e  morning o f  t h e  1 8 t h .  This  w a s  b rought  
o u t  i n  t h e  tes t imony o f  Colonel  HOLLADAY and Major WATKE, 
and i n  checking  t h e  r e c o r d s  we have been a b l e  t o  sub ­
s t a n t i a t e  t h e i r  tes t imony and some o f  t h e  o t h e r  evidence 
which t h e y  had. I would l i k e  t o  show you h e r e  a couple  
o f  documents which b e a r  upon t h i s .  W e  have h e r e  E x h i b i t  
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M-16, which i s  t h e  l o g  o f  Task Force Barker  and i f  
you look a t  t h e  1 8 t h  and i f  you w i l l  n o t i c e  a t  0905,  
Colonel  HENDERSON a r r i v e d ,  a t  091Q you a r r i v e d ,  and 
a t  0930 you depa r t ed .  I n  a d d i t i o n ,  one o f  t h e  
p o i n t s  t h a t  was t aken  up was where were Major WATKE 
and Colonel  HOLLADAY on t h e  1 7 t h .  T h e i r  p rev ious  
tes t imony i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  t hey  had gone t o  LZ Bronco 
o r  Duc Pho t o  t a l k  t o  Colonel  HENDERSON. Not about  
the o p e r a t i o n ,  b u t  about  t h e  employment of  t h e  aero-
s c o u t  u n i t s  t o  g e t  b e t t e r  u t i l i z a t i o n  o u t  of  them, 
and s o  on, and t h e i r  tes t imony and a l s o  w r i t t e n  ev idence  
would e s t a b l i s h  them a s  be ing  t h e r e .  I n  a d d i t i o n ,  
a t  a r e c e n t  d a t e  we have ob ta ined  some e x t r a c t s  from 
t h e  j o u r n a l  of t h e  1 1 t h  Br igade ,  and i f  you w i l l  
n o t i c e ,  t h e  t o p  i t em i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  such a  meeting w a s  
scheduled  f o r  t h e  a f t e r n o o n  a t  1400,  which t e n d s  
t o  pu t  eve ry th ing  i n t o  focus  i n  t h a t  r ega rd .  I n  a d d i t i o n ,  
i n  t a l k i n g  t o  General  KOSTER, he  i s  n o t  s u r e  of  t h e  
d a t e  t h a t  you r e p o r t e d  t o  him, b u t  he i s  q u i t e  s u r e  
of  t h e  t i m e  be ing  around noontime. So, i f  w e  p u t  
a l l  of t h e s e  t h i n g s  t o g e t h e r  we v i s u a l i z e  them as 
having  taken  p l a c e  something l i k e  t h i s ,  b u t  t h i s  
i s n ' t  n e c e s s a r i l y  p u t t i n g  words i n  your mouth o r  p u t t i n g  
thoughts  i n  your head.  The a c t i v i t i e s ,  o f  cou r se ,  
took p l a c e  on t h e  1 6 t h ,  and it w a s  on t h e  1 6 t h  a l s o  t h a t  
General  DOLEMAN was v i s i t i n g  t h e  a r e a  of  t h e  America1 Div i s ion .  
Exac t ly  where he s t a y e d  o v e r n i g h t ,  r i g h t  now, i s  n o t  a b s o l u t e l y  
c e r t a i n .  Whether he s t a y e d  a t  t h e  America1 D i v i s i o n  
o r  he s t a y e d  down a t  Duc Pho i s  q u i t e  immater ia l ,  
o t h e r  t han  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  he w a s  a t  Duc Pho on t h e  
morning of t h e  1 7 t h ,  because they  r e c a l l  t a k i n g  
him o u t ,  t o u r i n g  f i r e  b a s e s ,  and s o  f o r t h .  Sometime 
on t h e  n i g h t  of t h e  1 6 t h  Major WATKE r e p o r t e d  t o  Colonel  
HOLLADAY and it i s  t h e i r  r e c o l l e c t i o n  t h a t  t hey  would, 
r a t h e r  t han  come t o  you around midnight o r  t h e r e a b o u t s ,  
when they f i n i s h e d  t h e i r  d i s c u s s i o n ,  t hey  had come 
t o  you e a r l y  i n  t h e  morning on t h e  1 7 t h ,  and had 
s o  r e p o r t e d  t o  you. And then  t h e  nex t  t h i n g  t h a t  
comes up i s  t h a t  t hey  met w i th  you a t  LZ D o t t i e  on 
t h e  morning of t h e  18 th .  I n  t h e  meantime, accord ing  
t o  General  KOSTER1s s t a t e m e n t ,  i f  he were t o  be  informed 
around noontime it could  have been on ly  around noontime 
on t h e  1 7 t h ,  and t h a t ' s  about  t h e  sequence of e v e n t s  
a s  we s e e  them now. This  i s  impor t an t  t o  us a t  l e a s t  
f o r  s e v e r a l  r ea sons .  So,  i r r e s p e c t i v e  of  t h e  
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t i m e ,  as f a r  a s  y o u ' r e  concerned,  t h e r e  are c e r t a i n  
  
t h i n g s  t h a t  we d e f i n i t e l y  want t o  t a l k  about .  W e  
  
would aga in  l i k e  you t o  review f o r  us what was r e p o r t e d  
  
t o  you by Colonel  HOLLADAY and Major WATKE and how 
 
long  t h i s  conve r sa t ion  l a s t e d  and we would l i k e  t o  
  
g e t  a s  much of t h e  d e t a i l  of  t h i s  a s  w e  p o s s i b l y  can.  
  

A. Y e s ,  s i r ,  should  I respond now? 

Q- Please  do. 

A .  W e l l ,  I a s s u r e  you, General  PEERS, and 
members of  your  board ,  t h a t  I have racked my b r a i n  
f o r  hours  t r y i n g  t o  r e c o n s t r u c t  t h e  e v e n t s  t h a t  e v i d e n t l y  
took p l a c e .  I say a g a i n ,  s i r ,  t h a t  t o  t h e  b e s t  of 
my r e c o l l e c t i o n  Major WATKE and Colonel  HOLLADAY -­
Colonel  HOLLADAY and Major WATKE r a t h e r ,  came t o  my 
o f f i c e  and I s t i l l  f e e l  t h a t  it was i n  t h e  a f t e r n o o n  
of t h e  1 6 t h  a f t e r  t h e  b r i e f i n g .  There t hey  r e l a t e d  
t o  m e  t h a t  a h e l i c o p t e r  p i l o t ,  whose name I do n o t  
recal l  and very  w e l l  cou ld  have been M r .  THOMPSON, 
had r e p o r t e d  t o  Major WATKE t h a t  he had observed  
some noncombatant c i v i l i a n s  i n  a c r o s s f i r e  between 
ground i n f a n t r y  f o r c e s  and supposedly enemy. H e  had 
landed h i s  h e l i c o p t e r  i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  of  t h e  c i v i l i a n s  
and had t aken  what a c t i o n  he could  t o  p r o t e c t  them, 
t hen  f lew from t h a t  l o c a t i o n  ove r  t o  t h e  f r i e n d l y  
f o r c e s  and informed t h e  f r i e n d l y  f o r c e s  t h a t  t h e  c i v i l i a n s  
w e r e  i n  t h e  a r e a  and t h a t  t hey  should  n o t  f i r e  i n t o  
them; and he f u r t h e r  t o l d  t h e  p l a t o o n  l e a d e r ,  and I 
d o n ' t  recal l  whether  it w a s  an o f f i c e r  o r  a p l a t o o n  
s e r g e a n t ,  t h e  p l a t o o n  l e a d e r  i s  what I t h i n k  was used,  
t h a t  he w a s  going t o  keep c i r c l i n g  them and he had 
b e t t e r  n o t  f i r e  i n t o  them. I f  he d i d  he would p u t  
h i s  own weapons on t h e  f r i e n d l y  f o r c e s .  Now, I t h i n k  
t h i s  c o n v e r s a t i o n ' t o o k  p l a c e  i n  my o f f i c e  on t h e  a f t e rnoon  
of t h e  1 6 t h .  Now, whether  it was t h e  1 6 t h ,  I d o n ' t  
know. To t h e  b e s t  of  my memory I immediately informed 
General  KOSTER of t h i s .  I t  could  have t aken  p l a c e ,  
s i r ,  on t h e  morning o f  t h e  17 th .  I n  any e v e n t ,  I 
b e l i e v e ,  t h a t  as soon a s  t h e  meeting took p l a c e  i n  
my o f f i c e  I informed General  KOSTER. I b e l i e v e  t h a t  
he d i r e c t e d  me t o  c o n t a c t  Colonel  HENDERSON and d i r e c t  
Colonel  HENDERSON t o  i n i t i a t e  an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  i m ­
media te ly .  I f e l t  t h a t  we went t o  LZ -- F i r e  Suppor t  
Base D o t t i e  immediately a f t e r  t h e  meet ing,  i f  it took 
p l a c e  on t h e  morning o f  t h e  1 7 t h .  I c a n ' t  d i s p u t e  

' t h e  l o g  h e r e .  I could be mis taken .  We're t a l k i n g  
  

about  one day many months ago,  b u t  I can s e e  no reason  
  

why w e  would w a i t  ano the r  day b e f o r e  w e  took t h e  word 
 

t o  General  KOSTER. Now, General  PEERS, t h a t ' s  t h e  
  

b e s t  o f  my r e c o l l e c t i o n  t h a t  I can t e l l  you. 
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Q. L e t ' s  come back j u s t  t o  your d i scuss ion  
with Colonel HOLLADAY and Major WATKE. You've i n d i c a t e d  
t h a t  t h e  d i scuss ion  was p r imar i ly  centered  upon what 
w e  might r e f e r  t o  a s  a "conf ron ta t ionn  of U.S. personnel ,  
ground f o r c e s ,  and t h e  a v i a t i o n  element. 

A.  Yes, sir.  

Q. Was t h e r e  anything s a i d  about unnecessary
k i l l i n g  of c i v i l i a n s ?  

A. S i r ,  I do n o t  r e c a l l  any mention made 
of t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e r e  were any a t r o c i t i e s  committed. 
I r e c a l l  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e  c i v i l i a n s  were i n  t h e  
l i n e  of f i r e  -- i n  t h e  c r o s s f i r e .  This I f e e l ,  I ' m  
c e r t a i n  about ,  i s  what -- l e t  me say it t h i s  way. 
To t h e  b e s t  of my r e c o l l e c t i o n  t h e r e  was no mention 
t h e r e  t h a t  an a l l e g e d  war crime had been committed. 

Q - Well, t o  poss ib ly  r e f r e s h  your memory, 
was t h e r e  any mention of  a co lored  se rgean t  f i r i n g  
i n t o  a . .  .. -- noncombatants?d i t c h  occupied by c i v i l i a n s  

A. To t h e  b e s t  of my r e c o l l e c t i o n  t h a t  w a s  
n o t  -- I was n o t  informed of t h a t  f a c t .  I t  was n o t  
mentioned. What was mentioned was t h e  f a c t  t h a t  
t h e  c i v i l i a n s  were i n  t h e  c r o s s f i r e  between . t h e. 

f r i e n d l y  fo rces  and an a l l eged  enemy fo rce .  There 
was no mention made, t h a t  I can r e c a l l ,  of  any war 
c a s u a l t i e s  r e s u l t i n g  a t  t h a t  time. . . 

Q - Was t h e r e  any i n d i c a t i o n  t o  t h e  e f f e c t  
t h a t  t h e  p i l o t  was marking wounded c i v i l i a n s  with 
smoke and t h e  American fo rces  were then coming over  
and i n s t e a d  of provid ing  medical a s s i s t a n c e  were f i n i s h i n g  
them o f f ?  

A. S i r ,  I do n o t  r e c a l l  t h a t  f a c t  being presented 
by e i t h e r  Colonel HOLLADAY o r  Major WATKE o r  anyone 
e l s e .  

Q- Do you r e c a l l  any f i g u r e  a s  t o  o r d e r  
o r  magnitude o f  t h e  number of c i v i l i a n s  which may 
have been k i l l e d ?  

A - NO, sir.  

Q. Before we go on f u r t h e r .  Do you have 
some ques t ions  a t  t h i s  p o i n t ,  M r .  MACCRATE? 
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MR MACCRATE: General  YOUNG, as I have l i s t e n e d  t o  
  
t h e  tes t imony,  s o  f a r  a s  I know y o u ' r e  t h e  on ly  w i t n e s s  
  
who has  sugges t ed  t h a t  t h e r e  was enemy c r o s s f i r e  
  
a t  t h i s  t i m e .  
  

A.  S i r ,  I ' m  r e l a t i n g  t o  you what my r e c o l l e c t i o n  
b r i n g s  o u t  from my mind. and I ' m  r e l a t i n g  t o  you 
what I r e c a l l  of  t h e  conve r sa t ion  t h a t  took p l a c e .  

Q Do you relate t o  any i n d i v i d u a l  and h i s  
  
d e s c r i p t i o n  of t h i s  e v e n t  what w a s  t o l d  t o  you anyth ing  
  
t h a t  sugges t ed .  t h e r e .were enemy f o r c e s  f i r i n g  
  
a t  t h e  t i m e  t h i s  f r i e n d l y  h e l i c o p t e r  l anded?  
  

A. The on ly  t h i n g  t h a t  I can re la te  t o  you,  
s i r ,  i s  what I have s t a t e d  p r e v i o u s l y .  This  i s  t h e  
way I remember t h e  r e p o r t  t h a t  was submi t t ed  t o  m e .  

I 0 : Along t h i s  l i n e ,  General  YOUNG, i n  response  
t o  a q u e s t i o n  concerning t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  p i l o t  and 
t h e  s i t u a t i o n  which developed t h e r e ,  General  KOSTER 
responded: 

"As I r e c a l l ,  a t  t h a t  t i m e ,  I would have 
s a i d  w e  were e s s e n t i a l l y  w i t h o u t  o p p o s i t i o n  
b u t  I a m  n o t  s u r e  what it had been p r i o r  t o  
t h e  l a n d i n g  of  t h e  h e l i c o p t e r .  I never  g o t  
t h e  impress ion  t h a t  t h e r e  w a s  a g r e a t  d e a l  
of  f i r i n g  a t  o u r  ground t r o o p s .  I n  o t h e r  
words,  t h i s  w a s n ' t  i n  any s e n s e  a heavy 
a c t i o n  b u t  t h e r e  could  have been s p o r a d i c  
rounds coming a t  them, and as f o r  t h e  h e l i ­
c o p t e r s  l and ing  i n  a c r o s s f i r e ,  I d o n ' t  know 
t h a t  I e v e r  had t h a t  impres s ion . "  

Now, h e ' s  p o i n t i n g  t o  t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  and t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  i s  
a t  t h i s  moment working w i t h  t h e  c i v i l i a n s  i n  f r o n t  of t h e  
combat f o r c e s .  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q W a s  t h i s  p o i n t  b rought  up and c l a r i f i e d ?  

A. Which p o i n t  i s  t h i s ,  General  PEERS? 

Q Where t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  went i n  t o  c o n t a c t  
t h e  c i v i l i a n s  t h a t  he w a s  t r y i n g  t o  p r o t e c t  from f r i e n d l y  
f i r e .  

A. The i m p r e s s i o n , t h a t  I g o t  was t h a t  t h e  
h e l i c o p t e r  went i n  i n  f r o n t  of t h e  f r i e n d l y  f o r c e s  
i n  an a t t e m p t  t o  do what he could  f o r  t h e  noncombatants. 
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a *  The impression t h a t  General KOSTER has i s  t h e r e  
wasn ' t  any c r o s s f i r e  going on a t  t h i s  t ime, 

A .  My impression was t h a t  t h e r e  w a s  f i r i n g  
going on - - ' s p o r a d i c  f i r e  going on. 

Q - Well, would you r e l a t e  t o  us -- Do you 
have any ques t ions  a t  t h i s  p o i n t  M r .  WEST? 

(MR WEST i n d i c a t e s  i n  t h e  negat ive . )  

Q- M r .  WALSH? 

(MR WALSH i n d i c a t e s  i n  t h e  negat ive . )  

To go on would you now i n d i c a t e  what you 
re layed t o  General KOSTER and what h i s  . .i n s t r u c t i o n s
were. 

A. To t h e  b e s t  of  my r e c o l l e c t i o n ,  General 
PEERS, I r e l a t e d  t o  General KOSTER exac t ly  what I had 
j u s t  previous ly  r e l a t e d  here .  I r e c a l l  t h a t  he t o l d  me, 
"You c o n t a c t  Colonel HENDERSON immediately and d i r e c t  
him t o  i n i t i a t e  an i n v e s t i g a t i o n . "  This  i s  t h e  way I 
r e c a l l  t h e  conversa t ion .  

Q. Yes, do you r e c a l l  how you d i d  t h i s ?  

A. How I d i d  t h i s ?  

Q. Y e s .  

A .  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  whether I c a l l e d  Colonel 
HENDERSON on t h e  te lephone and t o l d  h i m  t o  meet m e  a t  
LZ Dot t i e  o r  F i r e  Support Base Dot t i e ,  bu t  I do r e c a l l  
t h a t  a f t e r  I got  a i rborne  I determined t h a t  Colonel 
HENDERSON was a t  F i r e  Support Base Dot t i e  and t h e r e f o r e ,  
I went t h e r e  and t h a t ' s  where I passed on General KOSTER's 
i n s t r u c t i o n s  . 
Q- Well, e v i d e n t l y  you had done some t h i n k i n g
about g e t t i n g  t o g e t h e r  a t  LZ Dot t ie  o r  someplace because 
arrangements had been made f o r  f i v e  i n d i v i d u a l s  t o  
assemble t h e r e ,  inc lud ing  Colonel HOLLADAY from your 
headquar ters ,  Major WATKE, who happened t o  be t h e r e ,  and 
Colonel HENDERSON, who a l s o  moved t o  LZ ~ o t t i e .  
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A .  Yes, sir.  

Q My ques t ion  r e a l l y  was, a t  t h a t  t ime, 
whether o r  no t  you can r e c a l l  d i r e c t i n g  a r e p o r t  t o  
be made by Colonel HENDFRSON over  t h e  te lephone and 
then  saying  something t o  t h e  e f f e c t ,  "Well, I ' l l  s e e  
you tomorrow a t  LZ Dot t ie"?  

A. No, I d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  t h a t  took p lace .  What 
I b e l i e v e  took p lace ,  and e v i d e n t l y  I ' m  a day o f f  
h e r e ,  my impression i s  t h a t  a s  soon as  it was repor ted  
t o  me I informed General KOSTER. I s t i l l  th ink  t h i s  
took p lace  on -- i n  t h e  af te rnoon,  l a t e  i n  t h e  af ternoon.  
Possibly n o t ,  it could have been i n  t h e  morning. I 
be l i eve  t h a t  I repor ted  t h i s  t o  General KOSTER. I 
a l s o  r e c a l l  t e l l i n g  Colonel HOLLADAY t o  be t h e r e .  
I d o n ' t  know whether Colonel HOLLADAY went wi th  me 
t o  F i r e  Support Base Dot t i e  o r  went by h imsel f .  H e  o f t e n ,  
n o t  o f t e n ,  bu t  f r equen t ly  d id  go with me i n  v i s i t i n g  
var ious  u n i t s ,  b u t  on t h i s  day I cannot r e c a l l .  The 
meeting then  took p lace ,  according t o  ny memory, sometir~~e 
around 9 o ' c lock  i n  t h e  morning, b u t  I thought it 
was on t h e  day fol lowing t h e  opera t ion .  Evident ly 
from t h e  l o g  here  it d i d n ' t ,  b u t  I c a n ' t  exp la in  
t h e  d i f f e r e n c e  between t h e  24 hours d i f f e r e n c e ,  s ir .  

Q m  Now, would you again recount  f o r  us what 
took p lace  a t  t h e  meeting a t  LZ Dot t ie?  Who d i d  
the t a l k i n g ?  The time involved and t h e  i n s t r u c t i o n s  
t h a t  were i s sued?  A s  much of what r e a l l y  t r a n s p i r e d  
as  you poss ib ly  can. 

A. Yes, s i r .  According t o  my r e c o l l e c t i o n ,  
General PEERS, we go t  t o  F i r e  Support Base D o t t i e ,  
w e  u t i l i z e d  t h e  t r a i l e r  t h a t  Colonel BARKER used 
as  q u a r t e r s ,  and went i n s i d e .  I t o l d  Colonel HENDERSON 
what t h e  d i v i s i o n  commander had d i r e c t e d .  I t o l d  him 
very b r i e f l y  what Colonel HOLLADAY had r e l a t e d  t o  me 
and I t o l d  him t h a t  he should i n i t i a t e  t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  
immediately and inform t h e  d i v i s i o n  commander of t h e  re ­
s u l t s  a s  soon as  p o s s i b l e .  I a l s o ,  I b e l i e v e  I t o l d  him, 
t h a t  Colonel HOLLADAY and Major WATKE were a v a i l a b l e  f o r  
him t o  i n i t i a t e  h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  r i g h t  then  and t h e r e  
and, a s  I have s t a t e d ,  be fo re  according t o  my memory, I 
d i d  the  t a l k i n g  and i t  was a very s h o r t  meeting. 
have s a i d  b e f o r e ,  5 o r  10 minutes. I t  i n d i c a t e s  
i n  the  log  t h a t  I was t h e r e  a l i t t l e  longer ,  b u t  

A s  I 

(YOUNG) 107 APP T-19 
 

FOR O F F I C I A L  USE ONLY 
 



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 
 

t h i s  i s  understandable.  I could have gone, I t h i n k  a t  t h a t  
t ime I had an 8-inch a r t i l l e r y  b a t t e r y  t h e r e ,  a t  F i r e  Support 
Base Dot t i e .  I could have gone t h e r e .  I o f t e n  d i d  go t h e r e  
when I went t o  F i r e  Support Base Dot t i e .  I b e l i e v e  a l s o  
a t  t h i s  time we had e platoon of engineers  doing some 
work on a h e l i c o p t e r  pad a t  F i r e  Support Base D o t t i e  
and I o f t e n  v i s i t e d  t h i s  u n i t .  But according t o  
my r e c o l l e c t i o n ,  s i r ,  it was a s h o r t  meeting and 
t h e r e  was l i t t l e  i f  any d iscuss ion .  I r e l a t e d  t h e  
i n s t a n c e  a s  r epor ted  t o  me by Colonel HOLLADAY t o  
Colonel HENDERSON and I l e f t  t h e r e  and, I b e l i e v e ,  
Colonel HOLLADAY was s t i l l  t h e r e  when I departed.  

Q One of t h e  po in t s  t h a t  people do seem 
t o  be i n  agreement on i s  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  a t  t h i s  t i m e  
~ a j o rWATKE repeated  f o r  t h e  t h i r d  time t h e  s t o r y  
which he had received from Warrant O f f i c e r  THOMPSON. 
That i s ,  p r i o r  t o  t h i s  t ime he  had t a l k e d  t o  Colonel 
HOLLADAY. I t  was i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  it was passed on 
t o  you, t h e i r  d i scuss ion  t h e  n i g h t  be fo re ,  which makes 
t h e  second time WATKE t o l d  t h e  s t o r y .  Then a t  LZ 
Dot t i e  he again ,  f o r  t h e  t h i r d  t ime,  repeated t h e  
account of what Warrant O f f i c e r  THOMPSON had i n d i ­
ca ted .  That p a r t  seems f a i r l y  conclusive o r  f a i r l y  
w e l l  i nd ica ted .  When you t o l d  Colonel HENDERSON t o  
make t h i s  r e p o r t  d i d  you i n d i c a t e  t o  him any p a r t i ­
c u l a r  kind of r e p o r t ?  

A .  I c a n ' t  r e c a l l  i n d i c a t i n g  any s p e c i f i c  
kind of r e p o r t ,  s i r ,  whether it was -- I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  
I was given any d e f i n i t e  i n s t r u c t i o n s  a s  t o  whether 
it was t o  be  a formal r e p o r t  o r  an informal r e p o r t .  
I th ink  I t o l d  him t o  conduct--to i n i t i a t e  an i n v e s t i ­
g a t i o n  immediately and t o  r e p o r t  t h e  r e s u l t s  t o  t h e  
d i v i s i o n  commander. 

Q I would l i k e  t o  r epea t  f o r  you some 
 
testimony which we have obtained from Colonel HENDERSON. 
 

"Q. Can you remember any of t h e  o t h e r  d i scuss ion  
t h a t  took p lace  a t  t h i s  meeting? 

"A. No, we d iscussed  t h e  dropping of smoke grenades 
t o  mark c i v i l i a n s ,  a s  opposed t o  VC; t h a t  they  had 
worked o u t  with t h e  174th Company. This was t h e i r  
system and t h e  Warlords had used another  system and 
we were s u r e  t h a t  t h i s  was t h e  proper system. W e  
d i scussed  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  Warrant O f f i c e r  THOMPSON d i d  
no t  have communications--direct communications wi th  
t h e  ground, although he was dropping t h e s e  smoke gre ­
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nades t o  mark c i v i l i a n s .  We discussed  t h e  machine- 
gun conf ron ta t ion ,  and I know General YOUNG was very 
unhappy over t h i s  and s a i d  under no circumstances 
was t h i s  t o  occur  and he wondered why charges should 
n o t  be p r e f e r r e d  a g a i n s t  t h e  warrant  o f f i c e r .  A s  I 
r e c a l l  most of  t h e  conversa t ion  centered  over  t h i s  
than  it d i d  over o t h e r  i tems t h a t  Warrant O f f i c e r  
THOMPSON had seen i n  t h e  a r e a ,  and I do not  r e c a l l  
those  being brought up. I am s u r e  t h a t  they were 
j u s t  were--I j u s t  do no t  remember. 

"Q. You s a i d  it was brought o u t  t h a t  t h e r e  was some 
d i scuss ion  t h a t  t h e  genera l  i n i t i a t e d ;  a s  t o  why 
charges should n o t  be p r e f e r r e d  a g a i n s t  Warrant 
O f f i c e r  THOMPSON? 

"A. Yes, s i r . "  

Do you . r e c a l l  t h a t  conversa t ion?  

A. General PEERS, I do no t  r e c a l l  t h a t  conversat ion 
whatsoever. The thought  never went ac ross  my mind 
t o  b r i n g  charges a g a i n s t  t h e  warrant  o f f i c e r .  A s  
I have i n d i c a t e d  before  i n  t h i s  testimony h e r e ,  I 
admired t h e  warrant  o f f i c e r  f o r  the  a c t i o n  he took,  
f o r  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  he d i d  what he d id .  I do n o t  r e c a l l  
any conversa t ion  t h a t  I made concerning charges a g a i n s t  
any warrant  o f f i c e r .  

Q, When you met wi th  Colonel HENDERSON t h e r e  
wi th  t h e  o t h e r s ,  were you of t h e  impression t h a t  
Colonel HENDERSON was aware of  any o f  t h e s e  th ings  
t h a t  were be ing  d iscussed ,  t h a t  he knew about t h i s  
  

ahead of time? 
 


A .  No, s i r ,  I was n o t  aware of  it. I c a n ' t  
  

r e c a l l  h i s  i n d i c a t i n g  t h a t  he  was aware of it. 
 


Q. I would j u s t  l i k e  t o  check one o t h e r  p o i n t  
I again before  w e  go on. We have heard of a  s ta tement  

i n  essence t o  t h e  e f f e c t  t h a t ,  "Only t h e  f i v e  o f  
us he re  i n  t h i s  van know about t h i s  ." 
A. S i r ,  t o  t h e  very b e s t  of my r e c o l l e c t i o n  
  

t h a t  was n o t  made, because t h e  d i v i s i o n  commander 
 

undoubtedly knew about i t  by t h a t  t ime. To t h e  very 
  

b e s t  of my knowledge t h a t  s ta tement  was n o t  made. 
 


Q- On t h e  meeting a t  LZ Dottie--Mr. MACCRATE, 
do you have any ques t ions  t h a t  you would l i k e  t o  address  
on t h i s  s u b j e c t ?  
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MR MACCRATE: Against  t h e  backgroung, General YOUNG, of 
what you now r e c a l l  a s  t o  t h e  meeting a t  LZ D o t t i e ,  would 
you s t a t e  f o r  us  a s  you now r e c a l l  i t ,  what was your under­
s t and ing  o f  t h e  i n s t r u c t i o n s  t h a t  you were g iv ing  t o  Colonel 
HENDERSON a s  t o  what was t o  be inves t iga ted?  J u s t  what was 
t o  be t h e  s u b j e c t  o f  h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ?  What were you a n t i ­
c i p a t i n g  would come o u t  of t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ?  Here 's  a man 
be ing  given a charge t h a t  you have been asked t o  g ive  by 
General KOSTER and j u s t  what were you looking f o r  from him? 
What were you seeking  t o  communicate t o  him t h a t  he was t o  do? 

A. S i r ,  I was looking f o r  a r e p o r t  f o r  him t o  i n i t i a t e  
o r  t o  have i n i t i a t e d  and t o  r e p o r t  it t o  t h e  d i v i s i o n  commander 
which would c l e a r l y  s t a t e ,  with s u b s t a n t i a t i n g  s ta tements  o r  
a f f i d a v i t s  o r  whatever i t  might be ,  t o  t h e  e f f e c t ,  d i d  o r  d i d  
n o t  t h e  f r i e n d l y  ground t roops  engage noncombatant c i v i l i a n s  
i n  a c r o s s f i r e  whi le  engaging an enemy force?  That was t h e  
f i r s t  t h ing .  And t h e  second t h i n g ,  was t h e r e  a  conf ron ta t ion  
between t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  p i l o t  and t h e  ground fo rce  p la toon 
l eader?  I d i d n ' t  g ive  any s p e c i f i c  i n s t r u c t i o n ,  t h a t  I can 
r e c a l l ,  a s  t o  what type o f  r e p o r t  was t o  be i n i t i a t e d ,  b u t  
i n  genera l  t h a t ' s  my r e c o l l e c t i o n ,  sir. 

Q. On t h e  f i r s t  p o i n t ,  d i d  they engage noncombatants 
i n  a c r o s s f i r e ?  Is t h a t  p roper ly  t r a n s l a t e d ?  Did 
they shoot  noncombatants? 

A.  Did they  f i r e  i n t o  them while engaging 
an enemy.force? Yes, s i r ,  I guess you could say t h a t .  

Q. Well, were you only concerned i f  they d i d  it whilet 

engaging an enemy fo rce  o r  were you asking t h e  ques t ion ,  "Were 
they  engaging an enemy force?  O r  were they j u s t  shoot ing  a t  
noncombatants?" Were you asking t h e  ques t ion  t h a t  was d i r e c t e d  
t o  g e t t i n g  an answer to--disregarding t h e  enemy fo rce  a t  t h e  
moment, were you seeking  information as  t o  t h e  shoot ing  of  
noncombatants, o r  t h e  way i n  which noncombatants might have 
been k i l l e d ?  Was t h i s  t h e  na tu re  of your inqu i ry?  

A. To t h e  b e s t  of  my r e c o l l e c t i o n ,  s i r ,  t h e  
na tu re  of  t h e  i n q u i r y  was t o  determine had the  f r i e n d l y  
fo rces  f i r e d  i n t o  a group of noncombatant c i v i l i a n s  while  
engaging an enemy fo rce?  

Q Well, t h e  "while engaging an enemy fo rce"  wasn ' t  
r e a l l y  t h e  s u b j e c t  of t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  That was j u s t  t h e  
surrounding circumstance,  a s  you understood it. There has 
been an opera t ion  a g a i n s t  t h e  enemy on 1 6  March and you were 
seeking c e r t a i n  information as  t o  what had gone on and wasn ' t  
t h e  information you were seeking  d i r e c t e d  t o  "had c i v i l i a n s  
been s h o t  a t ? "  Wasn't it a s  simple a s  t h a t ? , ,. . 
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A. N o ,  s i r ,  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  I could  say  t h a t ,  
  
M r .  MACCRATE. I t h i n k ,  a s  I p r e v i o u s l y  s t a t e d ,  "d id  
  
t h e y  f i r e  i n t o  noncombatant c i v i l i a n s  wh i l e  engaging 
  
an  enemy f o r c e ? "  
  

/ 

Q - W e l l ,  i f  t h e  answer had been y e s  what 
would t h a t  mean t o  you? 

- A. W e l l ,  I t h i n k  i f  t h e  answer had been y e s ,  
it would c e r t a i n l y  r e q u i r e  an e x p l a n a t i o n  of what 
w e r e  t h e  r e s u l t s .  T h a t ' s  t h e  way I would i n t e r p r e t  
it, y e s ,  s i r .  

Q And i f  t h e  answer had been no ,  what would 
have then  been necessary?  

A. I d o n ' t  know, sir.  

Q. W e l l ,  i f  t h e  answer w a s  t h a t  t hey  w e r e  
  
n o t  engaging ' a t  t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  t i m e , a n  enemy f o r c e ,  
  
b u t ,  y e s ,  they  were shoo t ing  c i v i l i a n  noncombatants, 
  
what would have t h e n  been r e q u i r e d ?  
  

A, W e l l ,  I c e r t a i n l y  t h i n k  it would then  
  
r e q u i r e  some a d d i t i o n a l  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  s t a t emen t s  
  
t o  de te rmine  what w e r e  t h e  r e s u l t s .  
  

Q If t h e  same c i v i l i a n s  and noncombatants 
  
had been s h o t  b u t  it was wh i l e  engaging an enemy f o r c e  
  
would t h e  same f u r t h e r  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  be necessary?  
  

A ,  I would t h i n k  s o ,  y e s ,  s ir .  

Q So t h e  q u e s t i o n  of  whether  they  were engaging 
  
an enemy f o r c e  o r  n o t  w a s n ' t  r e a l l y  t h e  c e n t e r  of 
  
t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  The q u e s t i o n  was whether  t hey  
  
were s h o o t i n g  noncombatants, w a s n ' t  i t ?  
  

A. S i r ,  I t h i n k  i t i s  l i k e  I s t a t e d  p r e v i o u s l y .  
  
Did t h e  f r i e n d l y  f o r c e s  engage noncombatant c i v i l i a n s  
  
wh i l e  engaging an enemy f o r c e ?  Were noncombatant 
 
c i v i l i a n s  f i r e d  i n t o  wh i l e  engaging an enemy f o r c e ?  
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Q. Did Colonel HENDERSON, a t  any time t h e r e a f t e r ,  
t e l l  you t h a t  he found t h a t  t h e r e  was no i n d i c a t i o n  
of shooting i n t o  noncombatant c i v i l i a n s ?  

A. S i r ,  I r e c a l l  t h a t  I asked Colonel HENDERSON 
a day o r  s o  l a t e r  what was t h e  s t a t u s  of h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  
and he t o l d  me t h a t  he was conducting t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  
t h a t  he was i n  t h e  process  of t a l k i n g  t o  a number 
of ind iv idua l s  who had p a r t i c i p a t e d .  I do no t  r e c a l l  
any conversat ion t o  t h e  e f f e c t  that--of what you s t a t e d ,  
sir. 

Q. W e l l ,  d i d  you ever  hear  a t  any t i m e  from 
anybody t h a t  t h e r e  had been a f ind ing ,  t h a t  t h e r e  
had not  been f i r i n g  by American fo rces  i n t o  noncombatant 
c i v i l i a n s ?  

A.  I heard both from Colonel HENDERSON and 
General KOSTER t h a t  t h e r e  had been no noncombatants 
ind i sc r imina te ly  k i l l e d .  This is  t o  t h e  b e s t  of my 
r e c o l l e c t i o n ,  sir. 

10: M r .  WEST? 

MR WEST: - No, sir. 

.I0: General YOUNG, do you ever  r e c a l l  having 
d iscussed  t h i s  opera t ion  and t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  wi th  
anybody e l s e  i n  t h e  headquar ters  o t h e r  than  General 
KOSTER o r  poss ib ly  Colonel PARSON? 

A. S i r ,  I 'm p o s i t i v e  I d iscussed  it wi th  
  
Colonel PARSON and I probably d iscussed  it wi th  General 
  
GALLOWAY, bu t  I d o n ' t  s p e c i f i c a l l y  r e c a l l  t h e  conversat ion.  
  
I possibly d iscussed  it wi th  some member of t h e  s t a f f ,  
  
some members of the  s t a f f .  
  

Q Do you r e c a l l  having d iscussed  t h i s  ma t t e r  
of My Lai ( 4 )  wi th Colonel TREXLER, the  G2? 

A. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  t h e  time and p lace ,  b u t  
I poss ib ly  d i d  d i scuss  it wi th  Colonel TREXLER. 

Q. Let me read  f o r  you what he had t o  say. 
The ques t ion  was : 

"You i n d i c a t e d  a  while  ago t h a t  a s  the  s i t u a t i o n  
developed you had heard about something going on 
concerning t h i s .  Would you e x p l a i n  t h a t  please?" 

The response was : 

"I used t o  make f requen t  t r i p s  about 
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once a week and t h i s  i s  r e a l l y  t h e  way I got '  o u t  
t o  s e e  t h e  t roops .  I would go o u t  p r i n c i p a l l y  
w i t h  General  YOUNG. I ' m  s u r e  t h i s  was w i t h i n  a 
day o r  s o  a f t e r  t h i s  happened. General  YOUNG 
d i s c u s s e d  t h i s  o p e r a t i o n  w i t h  me. I d o n ' t  s p e c i ­
f i c a l l y  remember j u s t  what he s a i d ,  b u t  he d i d  
t a l k  t o  m e  f o r  about  5 t o  10 minutes .  I had r e a l l y  
thought  they  had gone t o  t h e  extreme and I r e a l l y  
thought  t hey  had burned houses which they should 
n o t  have done. C e r t a i n l y ,  from what I remember 
General  YOUNG had t o l d  me, I d i d  n o t  g e t  an i n d i ­
c a t i o n  t h a t  t h e r e  had been r e a l l y  any e x t e n s i v e  
k i l l i n g  of  c i v i l i a n s ,  a l though  it was enough t h a t  
it d i s t u r b e d  him. That  i s  why I r e a l i z e d  t h a t  it 
w a s  f u l l y  w i t h i n  t h e  command channe ls .  General  
YOUNG, I f e l t ,  was fo l lowing  up on it q u i t e  aggres ­
s i v e l y .  This  is r e a l l y  t h e  t o t a l  o f  my knowledge 
of  t h e  i n c i d e n t .  

"Q. Do you r e c a l l  t h e  d a t e  and t h e  c i rcumstances  
of . t h i s  d i s c u s s i o n  w i t h  Genera l  YOUNG? 

"A. I n  t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  and s h o r t l y  a f t e r  we took  
o f f  he j u s t  t o l d  m e  t h a t  he wanted t o  d i s c u s s  t h i s  
o p e r a t i o n .  A s  t o  t h e  s p e c i f i c  d a t e  I do n o t  remember. 
I do f i r m l y  b e l i e v e  t h a t  it w a s  w i t h i n  1 o r  2 days 
a f t e r  it happened." 

Do you recall  t h a t  d i s c u s s i o n ?  

- A.  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  t h a t  s p e c i f i c  d i s c u s s i o n  
w i t h  Colonel  TREXLER, General  PEERS, b u t  it ve ry  p o s s i b l y  
took p l a c e  and Colonel  TREXLER f r e q u e n t l y  accompanied 
m e  t o  v i s i t  t h e  var iouspcombat  u n i t s .  I w a s  concerned 
about  it. I w a s  concerned about  it, y e s ,  s i r .  

Q W e l l ,  two t h i n g s  come o u t  h e r e ,  General  

YOUNG, one concerning t h e  " r e a l l y  e x t e n s i v e  k i l l i n g  
  
of c i v i l i a n s  a l though  it was enough t o  d i s t u r b  him. " 
 
T h a t ' s  t h e  f i r s t  p o i n t .  So t h e r e  i s  an  i n d i c a t i o n  
  
h e r e  t h a t  you had knowledge t h a t  t h e  c i v i l i a n s  had 
 
been k i l l e d .  
  

A. No, sir. 

Q- I'm on ly  repeat ing- ­

( I n t e r p o s i n g )  I unders tand  Genera l  PEERS. 

Q And t h e  o t h e r  p o i n t ,  "I thought  a t  l e a s t  
  
t h a t  t hey  had gone t o  extemes and r e a l l y  I thought  t h a t  
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they 'had  burned houses which they should n o t  have done.'' 
This is another  a s p e c t  of this opera t ion .  This is  the  ' 

f i r s t  time t h a t  t h i s  had, come t o  l i g h t  i n  t h e  command 
channel. Were you aware t h a t  t h i s  burning had taken p lace?  

A. No, s ir ,  I cannot r e c a l l  t h a t .  I may have s a i d  
it. I d o n ' t  know what reason I would have used t o  say it i f  
I d i d  say it. I do r e c a l l  looking a t  the  p lace  from the  a i r  
and it c e r t a i n l y  appears t h a t  a number of the  bu i ld ings  on 
previous occasions had been burned, b u t  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  t h i s  
a s  t o  t h i s  opera t ion  any knowledge of burning of houses in ­
d i sc r imina te ly .  

Q A s  you checked on the  progress  of Colonel 
HENDERSON'S i nqu i ry ,  d i d  you keep General KOSTER informed of 
t h e  var ious  aspects  a s  they had been repor ted  t o  you? 

A. I b e l i e v e  I d i d ,  s i r ,  t o  t h e  b e s t  of my a b i l i t y .  

Q For example, d i d  you r e l a t e  t o  General KOSTER 
what Colonel HENDERSON had i n d i c a t e d  t o  you of h i s  in terv iew 
of Warrant O f f i c e r  THOMPSON? 

I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  r e l a t i n g  t h a t  t o  him. No, sir. 

Q Did you r e l a t e  anything t o  him concerning Colonel 
HENDERSON'S d i scuss ion  wi th  Captain MEDINA, o r  wi th  the  men 
of t h e  company? 

A.  S i r ,  t he  only t h i n g  t h a t  I r e c a l l  r e l a t i n g  t o  
General KOSTER w a s  t he  f a c t  t h a t  I had d e l i v e r e d  h i s  in ­
s t r u c t i o n s  and I s t i l l  t h i n k  t h a t  t h i s  was on the  morning 

' o f  the  17 th ,  although ev iden t ly  it was t h e  18th.  The next  
' 	 day o r  wi th in  a few days I had a  conversat ion wi th  Colonel 

HENDERSON a s  t o  the  s t a t u s ,  which I ' v e  r epor ted  here ,  and 
I ' m  q u i t e  s u r e  t h a t  I r e l a t e d  t o  General KOSTER t h e  s t a t u s  
of it. A s  t o  the  conversat ions with Colonel HENDERSON and 
t h e  i n d i v i d u a l s  t h a t  he was in terv iewing o r  t a l k i n g  t o  
about the  opera t ion ,  I do not  s p e c i f i c a l l y  r e c a l l  r e l a t i n g  
t h i s  t o  t h e  d i v i s i o n  commander. 

Q Let me read  j u s t  a couple of th ings  t h a t  came ou t .  
Here he is t a l k i n g  about ,  t h i s  is  Colonel HENDERSON, when h e ' s  
t a l k i n g  t o  the  men when they re tu rned  from t h e  opera t ion  

(YOUNG) 	 APP T-19 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY . 



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 
 


back t o  LZ D o t t i e :  

"A. I d i d n ' t  r e a l l y  e x p e c t ,  I d o n ' t  t h i n k ,  i n  
words; b u t  I expec ted ,  i f  any th ing ,  i n  a c t i o n s .  
And I watched t h e s e  men e s p e c i a l l y  f o r  any a c t i o n  
o r  r e a c t i o n  t h a t  I g o t  from them. I g e n e r a l l y  
swear I t a l k e d  t o  t h e s e  men. I d i d  n o t  b e l i e v e  
a t  t h a t  t i m e ,  and I s t i l l  d o n ' t  b e l i e v e ,  t h a t  
t h e s e  men were s o l d i e r s  t h a t  had j u s t  come o u t  
of an a r e a  a f t e r  k i l l i n g  a bunch of women and 
c h i l d r e n .  The i r  heads were h e l d  h igh  and t h e r e  
w a s n ' t  any d o g - t a i l  about  them, and I 
know I passed on t o  General  YOUNG t h e  r e a c t i o n  
t h a t  I had g o t t e n  o u t  of t h e s e  men. I d o n ' t  
mean t h a t  they were whooping and h o l l e r i n g ;  
t h e y  were t i r e d .  Probably h a d n ' t  had any 
s l e e p  w i t h i n  t h e  p a s t  2 o r  3 days.  There  
w a s n ' t  a man who was t r y i n g  t o  h i d e  o r  f a i l i n g  
t o  meet my e y e . "  

A t  ano the r  t ime he was asked i f  he would have known a 
whole l o t  more about  t h i s  s i t u a t i o n  i f  he had t a l k e d  t o  
Capta in  MEDINA: 

"A. I b e l i e v e  t h a t  I passed  t o  General  YOUNG 
a t  t h a t  t i m e ,  Captain  M E D I N A ' s  r e a c t i o n  t o  t h i s  
a c c u s a t i o n  t h a t  he  had k i l l e d  a  woman.." 

Now t h o s e  a r e  j u s t  a couple  of s t a t e m e n t s  coming from 
Colonel  HEWDERSON w i t h  r e s p e c t  t o  General  KOSTER on t h i s  
p a r t i c u l a r  s u b j e c t .  We had been d i s c u s s i n g  t h i s  w i th  General  
KOSTER and I asked:  

"Q. Could you be mis taken as t o  General  YOUNG'S  
g i v i n g  you t h e  r e p o r t  on Colonel  H E N D E R S O N " ~  
i n t e r r o g a t i o n ?  I t  i s  General  YOUNG'S  r e c o l l e c t i o n  
t h a t  wh i l e  he gave your  d i r e c t i o n  t o  Colonel  
HENDERSON f o r  t h e  i n i t i a l  i n q u i r y ,  t h a t  t h e  r e p o r t  
t h e n  came d i r e c t l y  from Colonel  HENDERSON t o  you, 
sir." 

H i s  r esponse  w a s ,  and I t h i n k  a l l  of us  can remember t h i s  
q u i t e  v i v i d l y  from t h e  way General  KOSTER was i n d i c a t i n g  it: 

"A. This  i s  one of t h e  few t h i n g s  on which I 
am ve ry  p o s i t i v e  because I can s e e  General  YOUNG 
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s i t t i n g  r i g h t  he re  ( i n d i c a t i n g  a c h a i r  i n  h i s  
o f f i c e )  and t e l l i n g  me about t h e  in terv iew with 
t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  p i l o t ,  a s  conducted by Colonel 
HENDERSON. 

I went on t o  say ,  on t h i s  s p e c i f i c  sub jec t :  

"Q. General KOSTER, you ind ica ted  i n  your mind 
t h a t  General YOUNG was t o  fol low through on t h i s ,  
o r  words t o  t h a t  e f f e c t ?  

"A. Yes, sir.  

"Q. Did you ever  i s s u e  i n s t r u c t i o n s  t o  General 
YOUNG t h a t  you wanted him t o  follow through and 
keep you completely informed on t h i s  and t o  r e p o r t  
t o  you? 
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"A. I b e l i e v e  I d i d ,  w i t h  words a long  t h e  l i n e ,  
'You w i l l  r i d e  he rd  on t h i s  t h i n g ,  soruething 
on t h e  o r d e r  of t h a t ,  n o t  t o  t h e  e x t e n t  t h a t  he 
conduct  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  h i m s e l f ,  much a s  'You 
conduct  t h e  i n q u i r y '  o r  'You do t h i s '  and s o  on, 
b u t  I always looked t o  one of my a s s i s t a n t  
d i v i s i o n  commanders t o  look a f t e r  t h e  sou the rn  
a r e a ,  p r i m a r i l y ,  a s  I was concerned t o  a  g r e a t e r  
e x t e n t  wi th  t h e  n o r t h .  I ' m  s u r e  I gave him t h e  
message t h a t  I f e l t  he would s u p e r v i s e  t h i s  and 
check it. 

"Q. General  YOUNG'S  d i s c u s s i o n  w i t h  you then ,  
t h e  fo l lowing  d i s c u s s i o n  was more o r  l e s s  a 
f a l l o u t  of Colonel  HENDERSON'S d i s c u s s i o n  wi th  
t h e  war ran t  o f f i c e r  of p a r t  of  t h i s ?  

"A. Y e s ,  s i r . "  

Now, t h i s  i s  j u s t  p e r t a i n i n g  t o  one p a r t  of  it, keeping 
General  KOSTER informed a s  t o  t h e  p r o g r e s s ,  a f t e r  you 
had t o l d  Colonel  HENDERSON t o  g e t  t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  under 
way, and between t h a t  t i m e  and such t i m e  as he may have 
r e p o r t e d  t o  t h e  d i v i s i o n  commander. Do you r e c a l l  t h e s e ?  

A. Sir, I do n o t  r e c a l l  any knowledge t h a t  Colonel  
HENDERSON t a l k e d  t o  t h i s  o r g a n i z a t i o n  when he r e t u r n e d  t o  F i r e  
Support  Base D o t t i e .  I do n o t  r e c a l l  r e l a t i n g  t h a t  t o  t h e  
d i v i s i o n  commander. I do n o t  r e c a l l  r e l a t i n g - - I  do n o t  recal l  
h e a r i n g  from Colonel  HENDERSON t h e  r e s u l t s  of t h i s  i n t e r v i e w  
w i t h  t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  p i l o t  and I do n o t  r e c a l l  r e l a t i n g  t h a t  t o  
t h e  d i v i s i o n  commander. To t h e  b e s t  of my r e c o l l e c t i o n ,  what 
I d i d  re la te  t o  t h e  d i v i s i o n  commander was a s  I have s t a t e d .  
H i s  i n s t r u c t i o n s  were c a r r i e d  out--were i s s u e d ,  d e l i v e r e d  and 
s e v e r a l  days l a te r  I had t o l d  him t h a t  Colonel  HENDERSON 
p e r s o n a l l y  w a s  conduct ing t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  To t h e  b e s t  of  
my r e c o l l e c t i o n  Colonel  HENDERSON r e p o r t e d  d i r e c t l y  t o  General  
KOSTER. I do n o t  r e c a l l  s i t t i n g  w i t h  General  KOSTER any p l a c e  
d i s c u s s i n g  t h i s  m a t t e r ,  o t h e r  t h a n  going i n  and r e p o r t i n g  t o  
him what was t h e  p rog res s  and what was t h e  s t a t u s  of  it. And 
my i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  of General  KOSTER's tes t imony t o  t h e  e f f e c t  
t h a t  I w a s  t o  " r i d e  herd"  on it i s  s l i g h t l y  d i f f e r e n t .  I f e e l  
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t h a t  he poss ib ly  f e l t  t h a t  way, however. I do s i n c e r e l y  
beli-eye t h a t  t h e  r e p o r t  w a s  made d i r e c t l y  from Colonel 
HENDERSON t o  General KOSTER. 

Q 1'11 read  you some a d d i t i o n a l  d iscuss ion .  
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A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q. Because of General  KOSTER's a p p r e c i a t i o n  t h a t  he  
was looking  t o  you t o  d i r e c t  t h i s  t h i n g  and t h a t  you were 
informed th roughout ,  t h e  q u e s t i o n  was what t i m e  Colonel  
HENDERSON r e p o r t e d  t o  him. The q u e s t i o n  w a s :  

"Q. He was r e p o r t e d l y  t o  have come t o  you on o r  
about  t h e  20th t o  r e p o r t  t h e  r e s u l t s  of  t h e  
i n q u i r y  which he  had i n i t i a t e d .  Perhaps it 
i s  w i s e ,  i n s t e a d  of t a k i n g  t h e  q u e s t i o n  which 
I have j u s t  addressed  t o  you,  t o  ask t h e  q u e s t i o n ,  
what d i d  Colonel  HENDERSON t e l l  you a t  t h a t  t ime 
o r a l l y ?  

"A. A s  I i n d i c a t e d ,  I d o n ' t  s p e c i f i c a l l y  
remember him coming up and say ing ,  'Th is  is  my 
r e p o r t  of t h e  a l l e g a t i o n s . '  We g o t  much of it 
as he f i n i s h e d  i n t e r r o g a t i n g  c e r t a i n  people;  he 
e i t h e r  a p p r i s e d  me a t  one p l a c e  o r  ano the r  o r  
informed m e  through General  YOUNG. H e  cou ld  
have ve ry  w e l l  have been t h e r e  and o u t l i n e d  t h e  
i n d i v i d u a l s  a s  he  had t a l k e d  t o  them. H i s  
conc lus ion ,  based  on t h e  i n q u i r i e s  as I r e c a l l ,  
w a s  t h a t  t h e r e  had been c a s u a l t i e s  caused by 
n e e d l e s s  f i r i n g ,  e x c e s s i v e  f i r i n g ,  and t h a t  he 
had i n t e r r o g a t e d  t h e  people  he f e l t  were p r i n c i p a l l y  
i nvo lved  and c e r t a i n l y  many people  on t h e  
o p e r a t i o n  and I f e l t  he would have uncovered 
any th ing  of  much l e s s  magnitude than  p r e s e n t l y  
b e i n g  a l l e g e d  ....A t  such t i m e  a s  he t o l d  m e  a l l  
o f  t h i s ,  I f e l t  t h a t  he had i n t e r r o g a t e d  t h e  
people  most concerned and I b e l i e v e  t h a t  through- 
o u t  a l l  of t h i s  General  YOUNG probably g o t  as 
many f a c t s  as I d i d ,  some of t h i s  be ing  r e l a y e d  
through him. " 

Then w e  l a te r  t a l k e d  t o  Geners l  KOSTER and t h i s  i s  a 
c a r r y i n g  on: 

"A. A s  I i n d i c a t e d  p r e v i o u s l y ,  I cannot  
s p e c i f i c a l l y  r e c a l l  Colonel  HENDERSON coming 
up t o  make a formal o r a l  r e p o r t  t o  m e ,  s o  t o  
speak.  I t a l k e d  t o  him s e v e r a l  t imes  myself .  
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I gathered much of t h e  information t h a t  I 
s p e c i f i c a l l y  r e c a l l  from d i scuss ions  with General 
YOUNG, who had brought me back information t h a t  
had been given t o  him. I f e l t  t h a t  General YOUNG 
was as  f u l l y  informed of t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  and 
r e s u l t s  of t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  as  I was. A s  I 
r e c a l l ,  Colonel HENDERSON d i d  give me d e t a i l s  
about h i s  in terv iews with l e a d e r s ,  t h e  f a c t  
t h a t  he d i d  t a l k ,  a s  I i n d i c a t e d ,  t o  a l l  t he  
a v i a t o r s  t h a t  had been t h e r e .  This may have 
been h i s  method of express ing  it, a s  opposed 
t o  each and every one of a number of men 
involved. The d e t a i l s  of t h e  in terv iew with 
t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  p i l o t s  I s t i l l  cons ider  was 
given t o  me by General YOUNG on t h e  same day 
t h e  in terv iew had taken p lace  ....Again I 
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r e l a t e  t h i s  more t o  General YOUNG'S t e l l i n g  me 
of t h i s  than I do t o  Colonel HENDERSON, bu t  I 
would assume t h a t  it would be a p o r t i o n  of h i s  
d i scuss ion  with me a t  the  proper  t ime,  no t  
knowinq that General YOUNG passed it on t o  me. 

. 	 	 But t h i s  was my impression bf the  r e s u l t s  of 
t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  of t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  p i l o t ,  f i r s t  
obta ined  from General YOUNG. Nothing came up 
a f t e r  t h i s  t o  change t h a t .  

"Q. Were you s a t i s f i e d  with the  r e p o r t  of 
Colonel HENDERSON? 

' 	 	 "A. A t  t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  time I f e l t  i t - w a s  and 
I was s a t i s f i e d  t h a t  General YOUNG knew as much 
about it a s  I d id  and he was s a t i s f i e d  a s  we l l ,  
t h a t  t h i s  was a f t e r  we had t h e  cont inuing 
r e p o r t  from Colonel HENDERSON. " 

And he goes on with a s ta tement  which provides information 
concerning what you had ind ica ted .  General KOSTER r e p l i e d :  

"A. A s  I i n d i c a t e d  yes terday ,  I have very f i rmly  
i n  mind t h a t  he made a recommendation t o  me t h a t  
what we had i n  the  f i r s t  w r i t t e n  r e p o r t  was not  
adequate as  covering a l l  of those th ings  t h a t  
Colonel HENDERSON looked i n t o ,  and t h i s  type t h i n g  
on a  ve rba l  b a s i s ,  which r e s u l t e d  i n  our  going 
back and asking f o r  a formal i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  

"Q. How was t h i s  d i r e c t i v e  pu t  o u t  on a formal 
i n v e s t i g a t i o n ?  

"A. I be l i eve  I informed Colonel PARSON and 
General YOUNG t o g e t h e r  t h a t  I wanted t h i s  done. 
I t ' s  conceivable t h a t  I might have t a l k e d  t o  
Colonel HENDERSON d i r e c t l y ,  bu t  t h i s  i s  not  my 
r e c o l l e c t i o n .  A s  I i n d i c a t e d  I even v i s u a l i z e d  
t h e r e  would be a  w r i t t e n  d i r e c t i v e  t o  have t h i s  
accomplished. " 

And then  we go on. I n  te rminat ing  t h i s  d i scuss ion  we asked 
General KOSTER i f  he had anything t h a t  he would l i k e  t o  add 
for t he  record .  H e  s a i d :  
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"A. Only t h a t  I c a n ' t  imagine why t h e r e  i s n ' t  
some r e c o l l e c t i o n  of one of these  w r i t t e n  r e p o r t s  
as  a minimum, because I ' m  p o s i t i v e  i n  my own mind 
t h a t  a few of them discussed it with me as I 
mentioned and I d o n ' t  s e e  how I could have b u i l t  
t h i s  up i n  my mind t o  t h e  e x t e n t  I have. I f e e l  
t h a t  t h i s  i s  t h e  sequence and t h e  way it was. I 
d o n ' t  f e e l  t h a t  t h e  w r i t t e n  r e p o r t  of i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  
what I have been c a l l i n g  t h e  second i n v e s t i g a t i o h ,  
came be fo re  the  subsequent one. I would say t h a t  
i t ' s  conceivable t h a t  I would have t o l d  Colonel 
HENDERSON, 'You have given it t o  me o r a l l y ,  now 
put it i n t o  w r i t i n g  and g ive  me t h e  s ta tements  
of t h e  people concerned.'  That i s n ' t  t h e  way I 
remember it. I do r e c a l l  a conversat ion wi th  
General YOUNG very s p e c i f i c a l l y ,  about a r e p o r t  
t h a t  wasn ' t  adequate. Af te r  see ing  t h e  one he re  
on d i sp lay  I am s u r e  t h a t  w e  must--that t h a t  
must have been t h e  one we discussed.  I am s u r e  
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t h a t  t h e  f i n a l  one t h a t  w e  had o r  t h e  one wi th  
s t a t e m e n t s  was t h e  one t h a t  I gave t o  Colonel  
PARSON. " 

And a g a i n ,  when I asked about  t h e  r e l a t i o n s  w i t h  you, 
whether o r  n o t  you were o u t s i d e  t h e  hand l ing  of t h e  
i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  General  KOSTER responded: 

"A. T h a t ' s  n o t  t h e  way I remember it. I 
thought  I had p r e t t y  f i r m l y  p l aced  him i n  t h e  
p o s i t i o n  of looking i n t o  t h i s ,  o r  a t  l e a s t  
s u p e r v i s i n g  t h i s ,  t h e  looking  i n t o  it. I 
d o n ' t  s e e  how t h a t  cou ld  have happened. I t  
would appear  from h i s  tes t imony e i t h e r  he 
does n o t  r e c a l l  o r  perhaps  he d i d n ' t . "  

Now, t hose  a r e  p o r t i o n s  from General  KOSTER's tes t imony 
which seems q u i t e  d i f f e r e n t  from your  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  of 
how t h i n g s  were handled,  General  YOUNG. 

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  I c a n ' t  agree  w i t h  t h e  t h i n g s  General  
KOSTER s t a t e d  t h e r e .  To t h e  b e s t  o f .  my r e c o l l e c t i o n  t h i s  
i n v e s t i g a t i o n  w a s  conducted a s  I i n d i c a t e d ,  General  PEERS. 
I never  g o t  t h e  impress ion t h a t  I was t o  s u p e r v i s e  t h e  
conduct  of t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  

Q I n  your  command r e l a t i o n  t h e r e ,  had he p r e t t y  
w e l l  t u r n e d  over  t h e  sou the rn  a r e a  t o  you? Asking you t o  
look a f t e r  it whi l e  he was b u s i l y  engaged w i t h  t h e  o p e r a t i o n s  
going on t o  t h e  n o r t h ?  

A. No, s i r ,  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  so .  I went t o  t h e  n o r t h e r n  
area probably j u s t  as f r e q u e n t l y  as I went t o  t h e  sou the rn  
a r e a .  Th i s  w a s  never  a m a t t e r  of any g r e a t  i n s t r u c t i o n .  What 
I normally d i d ,  every day I would t e l l  t h e  d i v i s i o n  commander 
where I in t ended  t o  go and what I in t ended  t o  do, and i f  he  
had any d i f f e r e n t  i n s t r u c t i o n s  o r  o t h e r  matters he  would s o  
d i r e c t  me. I c a n ' t  remember any c l e a r  l i n e  of demarcat ion 
between t h e  sou the rn  a r e a  and t h e  n o r t h e r n  a r e a .  I t h i n k  
t h e  r e c o r d  w i l l  show t h a t  I probably went i n t o  t h e  n o r t h e r n  
area j u s t  as much as I went t o  t h e  sou the rn  a r e a .  

Q. Since  General  KOSTER had o rde red  t h i s  
i n v e s t i g a t i o n  t o  be  i n i t i a t e d  through you a s  a median, 
would it n o t  appear  l o g i c a l  t h a t  he  would expec t  you t o  
fo l low through on it t o  keep him advised?  

A. Yes, s i r ,  it would appear  l o g i c a l  t h a t  he would 
expec t  t h a t ,  and I t h i n k  I d i d  t h a t .  I k e p t  General  KOSTER 
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advised on t h e  information t h a t  I obtained t o  t h e  b e s t  of 
my a b i l i t y ,  s i r ,  bu t  I cannot r e c a l l  r e l a t i n g  t o  ~ e n e r a l  
KOSTER any r e s u l t s  of an in terv iew t h a t  Colonel HENDERSON 
had with a h e l i c o p t e r  p i l o t .  I cannot r e c a l l  r e l a t i n g  t o  
General KOSTER any r e s u l t s  o r  t h e  mere f a c t  t h a t  Colonel 
HENDERSON had t a l k e d  t o  a group of ind iv idua l s  t h a t  had 
p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  t h e  opera t ion ,  and I b e l i e v e  t h a t  t h i s  
may have poss ib ly  come d i r e c t l y  from Colonel HENDERSON 
t o  General KOSTER and n o t  through me. 

MR MACCRATE: General YOUNG, General KOSTER a t  one p o i n t  
i n  an answer t o  a  ques t ion  s t a t e d ,  "As f a r  as I w a s  con­
cerned, I f e l t  t h a t  General YOUNG was involved i n  the 
i n v e s t i g a t i o n  t o  t h e  same e x t e n t  I was." Would you agree  
o r  d isagree  with t h a t  s ta tement? 

A. S i r ,  I b e l i e v e  I would d i sagree  with t h a t  s t a t e ­
ment, i n  answer t o  your ques t ion .  I g o t  t h e  impression 
t h a t  t h i s  was a mat ter  which was being responded t o  by 
t h e  br igade commander i n  compliance with t h e  i n s t r u c t i o n s  
from t h e  d i v i s i o n  commander and I d i d  n o t  g e t  t h e  i n t e r ­
p r e t a t i o n  t h a t  I was involved as deeply a s  Colonel 
HENDERSON o r  General KOSTER was. 

Q. 
KOSTER was 

Did you ever  g e t  t h e  impression t h a t  General 
e s s e n t i a l l y  keeping t h i s  t o  himself?  

A. No, s ir ,  I c a n ' t  say t h a t  I d i d  g e t  t h a t  i m ­
p ress ion .  

Q You d i d  f e e l ,  a t  t h e  same time, t h a t  he was 
sha r ing  with you whatever information he was rece iv ing?  

A .  I don1t r e c a l l  General KOSTER1s t e l l i n g  me of 
any conversat ion he had with Colonel HENDERSON concerning 
t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  What I do r e c a l l  i s  what I ' v e  t r i e d  
t o  r e l a t e  he re ,  of t r y i n g  t o  t e l l  General KOSTER t h e  
r e s u l t s  of what information I was able  t o  ob ta in  from 
Colonel HENDERSON about the  s t a t u s  of i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  

Q You never had t h e  f e e l i n g  t h a t  you were being 
l e f t  o u t  of t h e  ' thing? 

A. No, sir ,  I c a n ' t  say t h a t .  
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10: W e l l ,  when you informed him i n  terms of the  
s t a t u s  of t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  What would be some of the  
s p e c i f i c  th ings  t h a t  you would inform him about? 

A. Well, s i r ,  as  I r e c a l l ,  t h e  f i r s t  t h i n g  was 
t h e  f a c t  t h a t  Colonel HENDERSON pe r sona l ly  was conducting 
t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  Secondly, t h a t  maybe, I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  
t h e  time span, s e v e r a l  days l a t e r ,  t h a t  he had t a l k e d  t o  
a number of i n d i v i d u a l s  who had p a r t i c i p a t e d  and he was 
s t i l l  i n  t h e  process  of i n v e s t i g a t i n g .  These a r e  genera l  
type th ings  t h a t  I r e c a l l  t h a t  I informed General KOSTER 
o f .  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  informing General KOSTER of anything 
s p e c i f i c ,  because I d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  I was t o l d  anything 
s p e c i f i c ,  General PEERS. 

Q- General YOUNG, our  r econs t ruc t ion  of these  
events  a s  f a r  a s  t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  was concerned i n  t h e  
e a r l y  days,  t h e  1 6  17, and 18th ,  i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  sorite­
time around noontime you would have t a l k e d  t o  General 
KOSTER. I would ask you t o  t u r n  t o  t h e  log  of Task 
Force Barker on t h e  17th  and look a t  i tem number 2 1 ,  
which would i n d i c a t e  t h a t  you a r r i v e d  a t  1430 and de­
pa r t ed  a t  1 4 45. 

A. Yes, s ir .  

Q- Do you r e c a l l  t h i s  v i s i t ?  

A. No, s ir .  

Q- You' l l  n o t i c e  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  no p rev ious .en t ry
here  concerning your having v i s i t e d  t h e  br igade  a t  any 
t ime o t h e r  than  t h i s ,  on t h e  17th .  The next  e n t r y  appears 
when you a r r i v e d  about t h e  same time t h a t  Colonel HENDERSON 
d i d ,  on t h e  18th .  

A .  Yes, sir.  

Q Do you r e c a l l  any d i scuss ion  a t  t h i s  t ime, a t  
1430 on t h e  17 th ,  with Colonel BARKER o r  members of h i s  
s t a f f ?  

A. I c a n ' t  r e c a l l  any s p e c i f i c  conversa t ion  t h a t  
took p lace  a t  t h a t  time. . 
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Q With r e s p e c t  t o  t h e  a c t i o n  subsequent  t o  Colonel  
HENDERSON'S r e p o r t i n g  o r a l l y  t o  General  KOSTER, what is  your  
i n d i c a t i o n  or  r e c o l l e c t i o n  of  what w a s  t o  t a k e  p l a c e ?  

A. A s  I have i n d i c a t e d  p r e v i o u s l y ,  General  PEERS, 
t o  t h e  b e s t  of my r e c o l l e c t i o n  Colonel  HENDERSON made an 
o r a l  r e p o r t  of t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  t o  General  KOSTER. General  
KOSTER d e s i r e d  t h a t  t h e  r e p o r t  be  p u t  i n  w r i t i n g  and h e  so 
d i r e c t e d ,  accord ing  t o  my r e c o l l e c t i o n ,  t h a t  t h e  ora l  
r e p o r t  be  made i n t o  w r i t i n g .  

Q. Your s t a t e m e n t  i s  c o n s i s t e n t  w i t h  what you have 
p rev ious ly  s t a t e d .  I would l i k e  t o  r ead  f o r  you s t a t e m e n t s  
by Colonel HENDERSON. The q u e s t i o n  was t o  Colonel  HENDERSON. 
This  is  a t  t h e  t i m e  o f  t h e  o r a l  r e p o r t :  

"Q. What t r a n s p i r e d  subsequent  t o  t h a t  t i m e  t h a t  a 
 

you had recommended t h a t  a formal  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  
n o t  be  conducted- ­

u 
"A. Y e s ,  sir. r 

CY 
 
"Q. And General  KOSTER i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  he wanted 
t o  d i s c u s s  t h e  matter f u r t h e r  w i th  General  YOUNG. 

"A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

"Q. What d i d  you h e a r  nex t?  

"A. The n e x t  I heard  was from General  YOUNG and 
this i s  a p o i n t  t h a t  I c a n ' t  p u t  i n t o  p rope r  per ­
s p e c t i v e  whether General  Y O U N G - - i t  i s  my f e e l i n g  
r i g h t  now, hones t  impress ion,  it was about 10 days 
t o  2 weeks a f t e r  I had given my r e p o r t ,  o r a l  re­
p o r t  t o  General  KOSTER. General YOUNG adv i sed  m e  
t h a t  General  KOSTER wanted me t o  r e p o r t  i n  w r i t i n g  
because I r e c a l l  very v i v i d l y  a sk ing  General  YOUNG, 
'Has t h e r e  been some new development o r  i s  t h e r e  
something t h a t  I do n o t  know abou t? '  No, t h e r e  was 
no th ing  new developing.  General  KOSTER wanted 
it f o r  t h e  r e c o r d ,  t h e  r e p o r t ,  and t h i s  w a s  even 
b e f o r e  I go t  t h e  VC propaganda message o r  d i s c u s s e d  
it w i t h  Colonel  TOAN. I f e e l  t h a t  a l though w e  had 
never  a p p a r e n t l y  been a b l e  t o  f i n d  it t h a t  I wrote 
a t  t h a t  t ime a t h r e e - t o  f ive-page document on t h e  
i n v e s t i g a t i o n  t h a t  I had conducted concerning t h i s  
i n c i d e n t ,  and submi t ted  it . . . ." 
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"A. Yes, s ir ,  and I base  t h a t  p r imar i ly  on 
the f a c t  of t h e  inc losure .  This information 
contained here  I was genera l ly  f a m i l i a r  wi th ,  
s o  I knew it e i t h e r  when t h e  s i t u a t i o n  developed 
or I read it a f t e r  it was submitted.  I ' m  no t  
c e r t a i n .  I cannot swear t h a t  I s a t  dcwn and 
prepared from s c r a t c h  a r e p o r t ,  b u t  I know t h a t  

, according t o  my i n s t r u c t i o n s  from General YOUNG 
I was t o  prepare a w r i t t e n  r e p o r t  of t h e  o r a l  
r e p o r t  t h a t  I had given t o  General KOSTER, and 
t h i s  would not  have s a t i s f i e d  t h a t  requirement,  
and I know I d id  what I was t o l d  t o  do." 
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So we g e t  a s ta tement  from you t o  t h e  e f f e c t  t h a t  General 
KOSTER had advised you--informed you--of a requirement 
f o r  an o r a l  r e p o r t .  Colonel HENDERSON acknowledges receiv-  
i n g  a requirement b u t  he  acknowledges r ece iv ing  it from 
you r a t h e r  than General KOSTER. 

A. S i r ,  t o  t h e  b e s t  of my r e c o l l e c t i o n s  I d i d  n o t  
r e l a y  t h e  i n s t r u c t i o n s  of General KOSTER t o  p u t  t h e  o r a l  
r e p o r t  i n  wr i t ing .  

Q. Now, wi th  r e spec t  t o  t h e  w r i t t e n  r e p o r t ,  I would 
l i k e  t o  have R-1. A t  t h i s  t ime,  General YOUNG w e  a r e  d i s ­
cuss ing  t h i s  document. Do you r e c a l l  any d iscuss ions  wi th  
General KOSTER concerning t h e  f indings  of t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  
r e p o r t ?  

A. No, sir ,  I do not .  

Q. Let  m e  read a  l i t t l e  b i t  of what General KOSTER 
has  t o  say: 

"Q. When d i d  you see t h i s  r e p o r t  da ted  24 Apri l?  
We have i n d i c a t i o n s  t h a t  it was submitted t o  
your headquar ters  on t h e  25th of Apr i l  and hand- 
c a r r i e d  t o  you. 

"A. I ' m  a l i t t l e  unce r t a in  whether I saw it befo re  
I departed f o r  10 days i n  Hawaii o r  whether I saw 
it immediately upon my r e t u r n .  I f  I saw it I do 
not  b e l i e v e  I took any ac t ion  on it ,  b u t  turned  it 
over  t o  General YOUNG f o r  h i s  cons ide ra t ion .  I t  
i s  r e a l l y  my f e e l i n g  t h a t  I saw it a f t e r  I came 
back from Hawaii, b u t  I ' m  not  p o s i t i v e .  

"Q. Who d i d  you i s s u e  t h e  i n s t r u c t i o n s  t o ,  t o  
conduct a formal i n v e s t i g a t i o n ?  

"A. I be l i eve  it was again a  ques t ion  of i n s t r u c t i n g  
General YOUNG and Colonel PARSON, probably a t  t h e  
same time: t h a t  t h i s  i s  what I wanted done. 

"Q. Do you remember i n s t r u c t i n g  s p e c i f i c a l l y  e i t h e r  
General YOUNG o r  Colonel PARSON o r  both of them? 

"A.  No ques t ion  i n  my mind t h a t  I i n s t r u c t e d  one 
o r  both t h a t  I wanted a formal i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  
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"Q. Did you t e l l  them you wanted a formal 
i n v e s t i g a t i o n ?  

"A. I know General YOUNG was i n  agreement t h a t  
what we had h e r e  wasn ' t  what w e  had i n  mind when 
w e  asked f o r  a  w r i t t e n  r e p o r t  of i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  
H e  s p e c i f i c a l l y  s a i d ,  we want s ta tements  of w i t ­
n e s ses ,  a l l  t h e s e  people t h a t  HENDERSON has t a l k e d  
to, and it should be incorpora ted  i n t o  a formal 
i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  and we wanted t h e  wi tnesses  t e s t i -  
mony t h e r e  t o  show what we had done i n  t h i s  case.  

"Q. Do you know whether o r  n o t ,  i n  f a c t ,  General 
YOUNG had seen t h e  document? 
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"A. Again, t h i s  i s  one of t h e  th ings  t h a t  I 
seem t o  have a  b e t t e r  r e c o l l e c t i o n  of than  many 
of t h e  o t h e r  th ings  t h a t  t r a n s p i r e d ,  because I 
seem t o  t i e  it i n  with my r e t u r n  from ~ a & i i  and 
t h e  f a c t  t h a t  we f i n a l l y  had what w e  had been 
wa i t ing  f o r ,  t h e  HENDERSON r e p o r t ,  and it d i d n ' t  
amount t o  much and it would never do, and it w a s  
t h e  recommendation t h a t  w e  g e t  a formal inves-  
t i g a t i o n ,  and I agreed completely and I s e e m  t o ,  
f a s t e n  t h i s  with General YOUNG. " 

H e  went on t o  say i n  a subsequent d iscuss ion:  

"One t h i n g  on t h e  t iming. I r e c a l l  I r e l a t e d  it 
t o  t h e  f i r s t  w r i t t e n  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  a s  r e a l l y  be ing  
brought t o  my a t t e n t i o n  a f t e r  I re tu rned  from 
Hawaii. It is  conceivable  t h a t  I s a w  it befo re  
I went t o  H a w a i i .  I t  is  conceivable t h a t  i f  I 
had seen it before  I went t o  Hawaii I would have 
d i r e c t e d  t h e  subsequent i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  and t h a t ' s  
what they had wa i t ing  f o r  me when I came back, b u t  
a s  I r e c a l l ,  a s  I came back, Colonel PARSON and 
General YOUNG t o l d  me about what had t r a n s p i r e d .  
They s a i d ,  ' W e  have t h e  r e p o r t  of HENDERSON. ' 
I ' v e  been of t h e  opinion t h a t  it was t h i s  f i r s t  
w r i t t e n  one, t h a t  it was a t  t h i s  t i m e  t h e  ques t ion ,  
t h a t  it w a s  j u s t  n o t  adequate,  came up. " 

Do you r e c a l l  t h i s ?  

A. S i r ,  a s  I have i n d i c a t e d  previous ly ,  according 
t o  t h e  b e s t  of my r e c o l l e c t i o n ,  t h e  sequence of events  was 
t h a t  I de l ivered  t h e  i n s t r u c t i o n s  of t h e  d i v i s i o n  commander 
t o  Colonel HENDERSON a t  F i r e  Support Base Dot t i e  t o  i n i t i a t e  
and t o  conduct an i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  Subsequent t o  t h a t ,  I 
be l i eve  t h a t  I was t o l d  by both Colonel HENDERSON and 
General KOSTER t h a t  Colonel HENDERSON had made an o r a l  r e p o r t  
and t h a t  t h e  d i v i s i o n  commander d i r e c t e d  t h a t  it be placed 
i n  wr i t ing .  I be l i eve  t h a t  subsequent t o  t h a t  I was t o l d  
both by Colonel HENDERSON and General KOSTER t h a t  t h e  r e p o r t  
was placed i n  w r i t i n g  and taken by Colonel HENDERSON t o  
General KOSTER. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  t h e  s p e c i f i c  time of t h e  
f a c t  t h a t  I saw Colonel HENDERSON i n  General KOSTER'S o f f i c e ,  
and I assumed a t  t h a t  t ime-- i t  was c e r t a i n l y  before  h e  
went on R & R ,  and they were d i scuss ing  t h i s  r e p o r t .  I do 
r e c a l l  t h a t  General KOSTER went on R & R ,  I be l i eve  i n  l a t e  
A p r i l ,  and came back subsequent t o  t h e  5th of May, b u t  
be fo re  t h e  12th  of May. T h a t ' s  my b e s t  r e c o l l e c t i o n ,  
General PEERS, and I ' m  t e l l i n g  you t h e  t r u t h ,  s o  h e l p  m e  
God. 
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0. Now, I have read you some of General KOSTER'S s t a t e -  
ments concerning a  formal r e p o r t .  I would l i k e  t o  read you 
j u s t  a l i t t l e  b i t  more. We're t a l k i n g  about t h e  formal r e p o r t .  
F i r s t ,  we have a s ta tement  from General KOSTER i n  which h e ' d  
ind ica ted  t h a t  he  wanted t h e  formal r epor t .  1'11 have t o  
read  a  l i t t l e  h e r e  from Colonel HENDERSON i n  regard  t o  t h a t  
r e p o r t ,  which is  Exh ib i t  R-1: 

"Q.  What was t h e  next  t ime t h a t  you heard about 
t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  r e p o r t  from d i v i s i o n  o r  from any- 
body? 

,. 
"A.  This r e p o r t  here?  

"Q. Y e s .  

"A. To t h e  b e s t  of my knowledge t h e  next  t h i n g  t h a t  
I received was a  personal  c a l l  from General YOUNG 
t h a t  General KOSTER d e s i r e d  formal invest igat ion--and 
t h i s  was i n  e a r l y  May--a formal i n v e s t i g a t i o n  of t h e  
i n c i d e n t  of 1 6  March. 

"Q. What w a s  t h e  purpose of t h e  formal i n v e s t i g a t i o n ?  
Were you ever  given any reason f o r  i t ?  

"A.  I was n o t ,  sir.  I be ieve  t h a t  a t  t h e  time I 
asked General KOSTER i f  t h e r e  were new developments 
o r  any r e p o r t s  t h a t  he was knowledgeable about.  I 
b e l i e v e  t h a t  t h e  r e a c t i o n  I go t  from him was, 'No, 
w e  had not .  ' General KOSTER d e s i r e d  a formal in-  
v e s t i g a t i o n  and we conducted it.. .. 
/"Q. Did you rece ive  e i t h e r  a  w r i t t e n  o r  e l e c t r o n i c  
t r a n s m i t t e d  d i r e c t i v e ?  

"A. NO, sir.  

"Q. . What i s  t h e  normal procedure f o r  a formal 
i n v e s t i g a t i o n ?  

"A.  The normal procedure i s ,  i f  I were des igna t ing  
someone t o  conduct a formal i n v e s t i q a t i o n ,  I would 
reques t  d i v i s i o n  t o  c u t  t h e  o rde r s  and g ive  them 
b a s i c a l l y  t h e  information t h a t  is  requi red  i n  t h e  
o r d e r  and t h a t  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  conducting t h e  i n v e s t i -  
ga t ion  would then r e p o r t  t o  t h e  d i v i s i o n  J A G  o f f i c e  
and rece ive  personal  i n s t r u c t i o n s  and then comply 
with t h e  order .  

"Q. Did t h i s  happen? 
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"A. I assumed t h a t  it did.  I have no knowledge 
t h a t  it did .  When General YOUNG gave m e  &he or ­
de r  I r e p l i e d .  I informed him t h a t  t h e  only one 
I had a v a i l a b l e  t o  do it was my execu t ive ,  Colonel 
BARKER, a d  t h i s  was acceptable ,  and General YOUNG 
and I went i n t o  t h e  m e s s  h a l l  f o r  a cup of c o f f e e  
and t o l d  Colonel BARKER then  what t h e  requirement 
was. , 

"Q. What d i d  you t e l l  him? 

"A. The requirement was t h a t  he was t o  conduct a 
formal i n v e s t i g a t i o n  of t h e  16 March i n c i d e n t .  I 
b e l i e v e  a l s o  I t o l d  him t h a t  a s  f a r  as I knew noth- 
i n g  new had developed. This was t o  have f i r s t  p r i -  
o r i t y  and e i t h e r  a t  t h a t  time o r  a few days later 
I t o l d  him it was t o  be  completed b e f o r e  he  went 
on R&R t h e  20th of May o r  on o r  about t h e  2 0 t h  of 
May when h e  depar ted  on R&R, and he d i d  submit t h e  
r e p o r t  p r i o r  t o  t h a t  da te .  

"Q. What d a t e  was it approximately t h a t  you i s s u e d  
t h e  i n s t r u c t i o n s  t o  him? 

"A. I would estimate t h a t  it w a s  somewhere be­
tween t h e  6 th  and t h e  10th  of May." 

N 
N 
C4) 

Do you r e c a l l  t h i s  i n c i d e n t  with Colonel HENDERSON? m 

A. 
HENDERSON. 

S i r ,  I do no t  r e c a l l  t h a t  i n c i d e n t  wi th  Colonel 

Q. Now, I would l i k e  t o  come back 
about t h e  formal r e p o r t :  

t o  General KOSTER 

"Q. 
o r  

Did you d i scuss  t h i s  r e p o r t  with anybody e l s e  
d i d  you show t h e  r e p o r t  t o  anybody'else? 
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"A. Y e s ,  sir, General  YOUNG and Colonel  PARSON 
r e a d  it and looked a t  it. 

"Q. What w e r e  t h e i r  comments? 

"A. A s  I recall ,  it was t h e  concensus of o u r  
op in ion  t h a t  t h i s  was s u f f i c i e n t  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  
f o r  t h e  t i m e  be ing ,  u n l e s s  something f u r t h e r  
developed and w a s  p rov ided  by t h e  Vietnamese. 

"Q. Is t h i s  t o  say  t h a t  i n  your  view a t  t h a t  t i m e  
t h e  r e p o r t  rendered t o  you was accep tab le?  

"A.  I recognized t h a t  t h i s  had n o t  been c a r r i e d  
o u t  i n  q u i t e  t h e  way I had v i s u a l i z e d  it. I t  
had produced t h e  s t a t e m e n t s  of  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l s  
t h a t  I thought  w e r e  impor tan t  t o  have f i l e d  away 
and k e p t ,  and having plowed t h i s  ground t h e  way 
w e  had ,  I thought  t h e r e  w a s n ' t  a requirement  t o  
go any f u r t h e r  .upon t h i s  i n fo rma t ion .  ... 
"Q. Subsequent ly ,  now, you have i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  
Colonel  HENDERSON w a s  an a p p r o p r i a t e  i n v e s t i g a t i n g  
o f f i c e r ,  s i n c e  he  was one s t e p  removed a t  t h e  
b r i g a d e  l e v e l  from t h o s e  who w e r e  a c t u a l l y  involved  
i n  t h i s  whole o p e r a t i o n .  Now, t h i s  r e p o r t  came t o  
you and you found t h a t  r a t h e r  t han  be ing  t h e  work of 
Colonel  HENDERSON it was t h e  work of L ieu t enan t  
Colonel  BARKER. Did you r a i s e  any q u e s t i o n  o r  
c h a l l e n g e  dropping t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  down r i g h t  
i n t o  t h e  u n i t  be ing  i n v e s t i g a t e d ,  i n  e f f e c t ?  

"A.  I f e l t  I d i scussed  t h i s  w i t h  General  YOUNG 
and Colonel  PARSON and evidenced d i sappoin tment  
t h a t  t h i s  i s  t h e  way it had come o u t ,  b u t  having 
t h e  tes t imony i n  t h e r e  I d i d n ' t  f e e l  it w a s  w a r ­
r a n t e d  t o  go through it aga in . "  

A. May I ask a  q u e s t i o n ,  s i r ?  W a s  he  r e f e r r i n g  t o  t h i s  
r e p o r t  he re?  

Q No, h e ' s  r e f e r r i n g  t o  ano the r  r e p o r t .  This  r e p o r t ,  
you w i l l  n o t i c e ,  i s  da t ed  t h e  24th of  A p r i l .  H e  is  r e f e r r i n g  
t o  a formal  r e p o r t  of i n v e s t i g a t i o n  w i t h  sworn s t a t e m e n t s  and 

(YOUNG) 1 2 6  APP T-19 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 
 


so on, which came up i n  h i s  i n i t i a l  d i scuss ion ,  which I read  
previous ly  and when we w e r e  d i scuss ing  t h i s  document h e ' d  
ind ica ted  t h a t  he had d iscussed  t h i s  with you and t h e  two 
of you considered it u n s a t i s f a c t o r y  and he then  i n d i c a t e d  
?hat  he wanted a formal r e p o r t  made. The next  i a d i c a t i o n s  
which I read t o  you were t h e  s ta tements  made by Colonel 
HENDERSON, where you had d i r e c t e d  him t o  have a formal 
i n v e s t i g a t i o n  conducted, and t h e  f i n a l  t h i n g  t h a t  I w a s  
reading had t o  do wi th  t h e  r e p o r t  of t h e  formal i n v e s t i -  
ga t ion  t h a t  was supposed t o  have been submit ted t o  General  
KOSTER. 

A. General PEERS, I can only say t h a t  General  
KOSTER may have passed t h e s e  i n s t r u c t i o n s  d i r e c t l y  to  
Colonel HENDERSON t o  conduct a formal i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  
To the  b e s t  of my r e c o l l e c t i o n  I cannot r e c a l l  h i s  
d i r e c t i n g  me t o  pass  t h e s e  i n s t r u c t i o n s  t o  Colonel 
HENDERSON, and I have no r e c o l l e c t i o n  of t h e  m a t t e r  
t o  which Colonel HENDERSON t e s t i f i e d ,  where I d i d  so 
d i r e c t .  I ' m  no t  aware t h a t  a formal i n v e s t i g a t i o n  w a s  
conducted. I cannot r e c a l l  a formal i n v e s t i g a t i o n  being 
conducted. Poss ib ly  it was conducted. Poss ib ly  it was 
conducted upon t h e  personal  d i r e c t i v e  of t h e  d i v i s i o n  
commander t o  t h e  br igade  commander. 

MR MACCRATE: General YOUNG, a s  you have heard ,  w e  have 
testimony from General KOSTER i n d i c a t i n g  t h a t  he d i d  con­
s u l t  with you a t  var ious  t imes with r e spec t  t o  t h i s  mat ter .  
With a view t o  t h i s  e n t i r e  per iod ,  d i d  you ever  s t a t e  t o  
General KOSTER i n  words o r  i n  substance t h a t  any w r i t t e n  
r e p o r t  of Colonel HENDERSON'S on t h i s  mat ter  w a s  i n  your 
judgment inadequate? 

A.  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  making t h a t  s ta tement  t o  General 
KOSTER, s ir .  
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Q Did you make any such  s t a t e m e n t  w i t h  r e s p e c t  t o  any ' .  

o r a l  r e p o r t  of Colonel  HENDERSON? 

A- I c a n ' t  r e c a l l  making any o r a l  r e p o r t  of t h a t  n a t u r e  
t o  General  KOSTER. I t h i n k  I i n d i c a t e d  t o  General  KOSTER t h a t  
I w a s  a l i t t l e  concerned about  t h e  t i m e  r e q u i r e d  by him--this 
s ense  of urgency w a s n ' t  as I had expec ted .  P o s s i b l y  I men­
t i o n e d  t h i s  t o  General  KOSTER, b u t  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  making 
any s t a t e m e n t  t o  General  KOSTER a s  t o  t h e  accuracy of  t h e  
r e p o r t .  

Q- So t h a t  I a m  c l e a r  on t h i s .  I unders tand  t h a t  
a t  no t ime do you r e c a l l  e v e r  q u e s t i o n i n g  General  KOSTER 
a s  t o  t h e  adequacy of  any r e p o r t  made by Colonel  HENDERSON 
on t h i s  e v e n t ?  

A. To t h e  b e s t  of my r e c o l l e c t i o n ,  M r .  MACCRATE, I 
cannot  r e c a l l  t h i s  s t a t emen t .  

10: would you s ta te  f o r  t h e  r e c o r d ,  General  ?OUNG, 
which r e p o r t s  you s p e c i f i c a l l y  know about  as made by 
Colonel  HENDERSON o r  by anybody concerning t h e  My La i  i n c i ­
d e n t  of 16 March 1968? 

A. S i r ,  t h e  b e s t  of my r e c o l l e c t i o n ,  a s  I r e c a l l ,  an 
o r a l  r e p o r t  w a s  made by Colonel  HENDERSON t o  General  KOSTER. 
I n s t r u c t i o n s  by t h e  d i v i s i o n  commander upon r e c e i p t  of  t h e  
o r a l  r e p o r t  w e r e  t o  pu t  t h e  o r a l  r e p o r t  i n  w r i t i n g .  I am 
unaware of any o t h e r  r e p o r t .  

Q A s  I r e c a l l  from your  p rev ious  tes t imony,  you 
w e r e  n o t  p r e s e n t  when t h e  o r a l  r e p o r t  was rendered?  

A. I w a s  n o t  p r e s e n t  when t h e  o r a l  r e p o r t  w a s  rend ­
e r e d ,  no,  sir.  

Q- Did General  KOSTER e v e r  t a l k  t o  you about t h e  
adequacy of t h e  f i n d i n g s ,  conc lus ions ,  and recommendations 
of t h e  o r a l  r e p o r t ?  

A. S i r ,  t o  t h e  b e s t  of  my r e c o l l e c t i o n ,  he  d i d  n o t  
d i s c u s s  t h i s  m a t t e r  concerning t h e  o r a l  r e p o r t .  What he d i d  
d i s c u s s  w a s  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  he had i n s t r u c t e d  Colonel  HENDERSON 
t o  p u t  t h e  o r a l  r e p o r t  i n  w r i t i n g .  
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Q. Before  w e  conclude t h i s  s e s s i o n  of  t h e  i n q u i r y ,  I 
g i v e  you t h i s  o p p o r t u n i t y ,  General  YOUNG, t o  make any state ­
ment o r  t o  b r i n g  f o r t h  any a d d i t i o n a l  i n fo rma t ion ,  o r  we w i l l  
a t t empt  t o .  answer any q u e s t i o n s  t h a t  you may have. 

A. N o ,  s i r ,  I have no th ing  f u r t h e r .  

10: This  h e a r i n g  w i l l  recess a t  t h e  p r e s e n t  t i m e .  

1969.) 
(The h e a r i n g  r eces sed  a t  1103 hour s ,  2 3  December ' 
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(The hear ing  reconvened a t  1628, 17 February 
1970 .) 

10: The hear ing  w i l l  come t o  o rde r .  

RCDR : The fol lowing named persons a r e  p resen t :  LTG 
PEERS, MR WEST, MR MACCRATE, MR WALSH, COL MILLER, and 
MAJ LYNN. 

(Exh ib i t  MAP-9 e n t i t l e d ,  "South Vietnam, I Corps, 
M i l i t a r y  Region, Administrat ive Div i s ion , "  and annotated t o  
show o p e r a t i o n a l  a r e a s  f o r  Delaware, Wheeler, Burl ington 
T r a i l ,  Muscatine, and Norfolk Victory opera t ions  was i n t r o ­
duced i n t o  evidence.  ) 

S i r ,  t h e  next  wi tness  i s  Br igad ie r  General George 
H.  YOUNG. I remind you t h a t  you remain under oa th  a t  t h i s  
hear ing .  

10: I t h i n k  you know a l l  of t h e s e  gentlemen a t  t h e  
t a b l e  h e r e ,  M r .  MACCRATE on my l e f t ,  and M r .  WEST on my 
r i g h t ,  and M r .  WALSH on my f a r  r i g h t .  

Since we l a s t  t a l k e d  t o  you, General YOUNG, i n  
about mid-December, we have assembled q u i t e  a  b i t  of i n f o r ­
mation. A l l  t o l d ,  from t h e  t ime we s t a r t e d  t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  
up t o  t h e  p r e s e n t  t ime, we have t a l k e d  t o  350 people o r  
more. And we have assembled q u i t e  a l a r g e  amount of docu­
ments having t o  do with t h e  i n c i d e n t s ,  some wi th  t h e  r e p o r t i n g  
of t h e  i n c i d e n t s ,  some with t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  of t h e  i n c i d e n t ,  
and you might say t h e  review phase of such i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  

I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h a t ,  we have had an oppor tuni ty  
t o  v i s i t  South Vietnam, t o  v i s i t  headquar ters  MACV, USARV, 
I11 MAF, and t h e  America1 Divis ion.  I n  each i n s t a n c e ,  we 
have had a search  made f o r  a11 documents t h a t  may p e r t a i n  
t o  these  a c t i v i t i e s ,  and we had a team of our own t o  look 
f o r  documents t o  go through t h e  headquarters  with t h e i r  
a s s i s t a n c e .  We had t h e  oppor tuni ty  t o  t a l k  t o  General LAM 
a t  I Corps, and we subsequently v i s i t e d  t h e  11th  Brigade 
a t  Duc Pho. Our people went through t h a t  headquarters  f o r  
documentation. We v i s i t e d  t h e  ARVN a u t h o r i t i e s ,  General 
TOAN who commands t h e  2d ARVN Divis ion.  I t a l k e d  t o  him 
and had c e r t a i n  documents made a v a i l a b l e  by him as  w e l l  as 
t a l k i n g  t o  some of h i s  advisors  who were t h e r e .  I n  t h e  same 
sense  we t a l k e d  t o  Colonel K H I E N ,  who was then t h e  province 
c h i e f ,  and subsequently t a l k e d  t o  t h e  new province c h i e f ,  
a Lieutenant  Colonel B I N H .  We t a l k e d  t o  q u i t e  a few of 
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t h e  advisory personnel  t h e r e .  The same t h i n g  i s  t r u e  of 
Son Tinh D i s t r i c t  where we t a l k e d  t o  t h e  d i s t r i c t  c h i e f ,  
Lieutenant  TAN, now Captain TAN, who i s  t h e  i n t e l l i g e n c e  
o f f i c e r  i n  Quang Ngai. 

. W e  had a chance t o  v i s i t  Task Force Barker and 
Landing Zone D o t t i e  and then  over- f ly  t h e  o p e r a t i o n a l  a r e a  
genera l ly ,  of Son My Vi l lage .  We had an on-the-ground 
i n s p e c t i o n  of M y  Lai  ( 4 ) ,  b e t t e r  known by t h e  Vietnamese as 
Thuan Yen subhamlet, t o  v e r i f y  t h e  l o c a t i o n s ,  t h e  s e t t i n g s  of 
c e r t a i n  i n c i d e n t s  t h a t  w e  had taken down i n  testimony. 

I t h i n k  t h e  p o i n t  i s  t h a t  a t  t h e  moment w e  have 
q u i t e  a weal th of  informat ion  a v a i l a b l e  t o  US, and I a m  s u r e  
t h a t  we w i l l  be a b l e  t o  d i r e c t  our ques t ions  wi th  a much be t -  
t e r  wisdom and knowledge than  we had before .  I n  many cases 
w e  were f i s h i n g  f o r  information,  b u t  a t  t h e  moment, we have 
q u i t e  a b i t  of informat ion  of a l l  of t h e s e  events  I have 
been d iscuss ing .  With t h a t  as background, I w i l l  ask Colo- 
n e l  MILLER from t h e  Of f i ce  of The Judge Advocate General t o  
provide you t h e  necessary i n s t r u c t i o n s  and a l s o  t o  warn you 
a s  t o  the  suspic ions  which we have a t  t h i s  t i m e  as p e r t a i n i n g  
t o  you. 

A. Yes, sir.  

COL MILLER: General YOUNG, when you appeared be fo re  General 
PEERS on 13 December, you were informed t h a t  you were suspected  
of having committed c e r t a i n  o f fenses  i n  v i o l a t i o n  of t h e  
Uniform Code of M i l i t a r y  J u s t i c e ,  and you were advised a s  
t o  your r i g h t  t o  l e g a l  counsel and of your t e s t i m o n i a l  r i g h t s  
accorded under A r t i c l e  31, Uniform Code of M i l i t a r y  J u s t i c e .  

T o  r e f r e s h  your memory, I w i l l  j u s t  read  what 
General PEERS s a i d  a t  t h a t  time. 

"I have some a d d i t i o n a l  guidance which I w i l l  g ive  
you. I have j u s t  s t a t e d  t h e  scope and t h e  pur- 
pose of t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  You were t h e  a s s i s t a n t  
d i v i s i o n  commander of t h e  America1 Divis ion a t  
t h e  t ime,  and f o r  some time a f t e r  t h e  My Lai  i n c i -  
dent  you were t h e  s e n i o r  o f f i c e r  i n  t h e  chain of 
command. Furthermore, evidence rece ived  t o  d a t e  
i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  you were personal ly  informed about 
s e v e r a l  of t h e  events  which were of importance i n  

% t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  and t h a t  you i s s u e d  i n s t r u c t i o n s  
and rece ived  r e p o r t s  concerning a l l e g e d  ind i sc r imi -  
n a t e  shoot ing ,  a f t e r  a c t i o n  r e p o r t s ,  and o t h e r  
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r e l e v a n t  f a c t s  and in fo rma t ion .  There i s  now 
some ev idence  t e n d i n g  t o  r a i s e  s u s p i c i o n s  t h a t  
d u r i n g  and a f t e r  t h e  My L a i  ( 4 )  i n c i d e n t  you may 
have been n e g l i g e n t  o r  d e r e l i c t  i n  complying w i t h ,  
o r  even i n  d i r e c t  v i o l a t i o n  o f ,  o r d e r s  and regu- 
l a t i o n s  p e r t a i n i n g  t o  t h e  r e p o r t i n g  and t h e  inves-  
t i g a t i o n  o f  t h e  a l l e g e d  wounding and k i l l i n g  of  
c i v i l i a n s ,  p a r e n t h e t i c a l l y ,  war c r imes .  And, 
f u r t h e r ,  t h a t  you e i t h e r  may have suppres sed ,  o r  
c o n t r i b u t e d  t o  t h e  suppres s ion  o f ,  i n fo rma t ion  
p e r t a i n i n g  t o  t h e  p o s s i b l e  un lawful  k i l l i n g  of 
c i v i l i a n s  a t  My L a i  ( 4 )  and i t s  v i c i n i t y  on o r  
about  16 March 1968. Such a c t s  would be i n  
v i o l a t i o n  of  o r d e r s  o r  r e g u l a t i o n s  and would a l s o  
c o n s t i t u t e  d e r e l i c t i o n  of  du ty .  I am c a l l i n g  t h i s  
t o  your  a t t e n t i o n  because you have been c a l l e d  as 
a w i t n e s s  b e f o r e  t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  Before  any 
q u e s t i o n s  beg in ,  I want you t o  be informed a s  t o  
my s u s p i c i o n s .  And I want t o  g i v e  you t ime t o  
t h i n k  over  and t o  de te rmine  i n  your  mind whether  
you wish t o  seek  q u a l i f i e d  l e g a l  counse l  and t o  
dec ide  whether  you a r e  w i l l i n g  t o  g i v e  tes t imony 
i n  t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n . "  

Immediately a f t e r  t h a t  you waived your  r i g h t  t o  counse l  and 
you d i d  t e s t i f y .  On t h e  23rd ,  when you appeared a g a i n  you 
s t a t e d  t h a t  you d i d  n o t  need your r i g h t  t o  counse l  o r  your 
t e s t i m o n i a l  r i g h t s  exp la ined ,  and a g a i n  you t e s t i f i e d  wi thou t  
counse l .  

Before  w e  go on,  I want t o  go through t h e s e  matters 
aga in .  I do inform you t h a t  you a r e  s u s p e c t e d  of  t h e  fo l lowing  
o f f e n s e s ,  which I w i l l  r e l a t e  i n  a few minutes .  These a r e  n o t  
charges  n o r  a r e  t h e y  a l l e g a t i o n s  i n  t h e  formal  s e n s e .  These 
a r e  o f f e n s e s  o f  which you a r e  s u s p e c t e d  on t h e  b a s i s  of a l l  
t h e  ev idence  which i s  now b e f o r e  General  PEERS. 

F i r s t ,  you a r e  suspec t ed  of  f a i l u r e  t o  obey o r  t h e  
v i o l a t i o n  of  g e n e r a l  r e g u l a t i o n s  concern ing  t h e  r e p o r t i n g  of 
knowledge, i n fo rma t ion ,  o r  r e p o r t s  p e r t a i n i n g  t o  a l l e g e d ,  
suspec t ed  o r  appa ren t  w a r  c r imes .  More s p e c i f i c a l l y ,  t h i s  
would be  MACV D i r e c t i v e  20-4 and s i m i l a r  d i r e c t i v e s  i n  t h e  
c h a i n  of  command which r e q u i r e  such r e p o r t i n g .  

Second, d e r e l i c t i o n  of du ty  w i t h  r e s p e c t  t o  your  
a c t i o n s  and f a i l u r e  t o  act on r e p o r t s  and in fo rma t ion  concerning 
a l l e g e d  unlawful  k i l l i n g  of c i v i l i a n s  by American t r o o p s  i n  
t h e  Son My, o the rwi se  known as t h e  My L a i  o r  Tu 'cung  a r e a  of 
Vietnam on o r  about  16 March 1968. The s u s p e c t e d  d e r e l i c t i o n  i s  
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n o t  l i m i t e d  t o  t h o s e  d a t e s  b u t  ex t ends  a l s o  t o  t h e  subsequent  
a c t i o n s  o r  f a i l u r e s  t o  act  c o n t r a r y  t o  what you may have been 
r e q u i r e d  t o  do  i n  t h e  p rope r  performance o f  your  du ty .  

Having appeared b e f o r e  General  PEERS on b o t h  t h e  
1 3 t h  and t h e  23rd o f  December, you t e s t i f i e d  under o a t h  t o  
t e l l  t h e  t r u t h  and t h e  whole t r u t h .  You are now s u s p e c t e d  
of having w i t h h e l d  r e l e v a n t  and m a t e r i a l  i n fo rma t ion  about  
matters concerning which you w e r e  asked q u e s t i o n s  and of 
having t e s t i f i e d  f a l s e l y  under oa th .  The g i v i n g  of  f a l s e  
tes t imony under oath c o n s t i t u t e s  f a l s e  swear ing i n  v i o l a t i o n  
of  Article 134, Uniform Code o f  M i l i t a r y  J u s t i c e .  

F i n a l l y ,  s u p p r e s s i o n  o f ,  and consp i r acy  t o  
s u p p r e s s ,  i n fo rma t ion  and r e p o r t s  concerning,  and i n v e s t i g a -  
t i o n  o f ,  un lawful  acts a l l e g e d l y  committed by American 
t r o o p s ,  that i s  Task Force  Barker ,  du r ing  t h e  o p e r a t i o n s  i n  
the Son My area of  Vietnam d u r i n g  t h e  p e r i o d  of  about  1 6  t o  
18  March 1968. 

0 
 

The i n f o r m a t i o n ,  and t h e  r e p o r t s  and t h e  i n v e s t i -  m 

g a t i o n  which you are s u s p e c t e d  o f  suppres s ing  or  c o n s p i r i n g  m 
t o  suppress  concerned a l l e g e d  and r e p o r t e d  s e r i o u s  o f f e n s e s  
i n  v i o l a t i o n  of t h e  l a w s  of w a r  and t h e  Uniform Code o f  
M i l i t a r y  J u s t i c e .  These acts r e f e r r e d  t o  are unlawful  acts V) 

a l l e g e d l y  committed by Task Force  Barker  pe r sonne l  and i n -  
c lude  such o f f e n s e s  as t h e  k i l l i n g  of c i v i l i a n s ,  murder, 
a r s o n ,  and t h e  d e s t r u c t i o n  of bo th  p u b l i c  and p r i v a t e  p r o p e r t y .  

Before  you a r e  asked any q u e s t i o n s ,  I s h a l l  aga in  
e x p l a i n  your  t e s t i m o n a l  r i g h t s  and p r i v i l e g e s  w i t h  r e s p e c t  t o  
g i v i n g  tes t imony and your r i g h t  t o  counsel .  

You have a r i g h t  t o  remain s i l e n t . .  Any s t a t e m e n t  
you make may be used a s  ev idence  a g a i n s t  you i n  a c r i m i n a l  
t r i a l .  

You have t h e  r i g h t  t o  c o n s u l t  w i t h  counse l .  By 
counse l  I mean a q u a l i f i e d  lawyer.  You have t h e  r i g h t  t o  
have t h i s  counsel. with you Zuring any q u e s t i o n i n g .  

You may r e t a i n  c i v i l i a n  counse l  a t  your  own 
expense,  o r  m i l i t a r y  counse l  w i l l  be  appoin ted  f o r  you a t  no 
expense t o  you. Appointed m i l i t a r y  counse l  may be m i l i t a r y  
counse l  of your own s e l e c t i o n  i f  he i s  reasonably  a v a i l a b l e .  
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I f  you wish,  you may have bo th  c i v i l i a n  counsel  
and appoin ted  m i l i t a r y  counse l .  You may have them h e r e ,  and 
you may c o n s u l t  w i t h  them a t  any t i m e ,  and they  w i t h  you. 

You may wish t o  t e s t i f y  and g i v e  tes t imony today 
wi thou t  having counse l  p r e s e n t .  I f  you do,  you may s t o p  
answering q u e s t i o n s  a t  any t i m e  and you may r e q u e s t  a t  any 
t i m e  t h a t  counse l  be appoin ted  f o r  you, o r  t h a t  you be g iven  
an o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  seek counse l .  

Do you have any q u e s t i o n s  of  what I have covered 
  

thus  f a r ?  
  


(The w i t n e s s  shakes  h i s  head i n  t h e  nega t ive . )  

unders tand t h a t ?  

A. I unders tand.  

Q - A t  t h i s  t ime do you wish an o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  seek  
c i v i l i a n  o r  m i l i t a r y  counse l?  

A. A t  t h i s  t i m e ,  no. 

Q - A r e  you w i l l i n g  now t o  make any s t a t e m e n t s  and t o  
answer q u e s t i o n s ?  

A. I am.  

10:  General  YOUNG, we know t h a t  w e  have asked you, and 
w e  are ask ing  you,  t o  t e s t i f y  concerning e v e n t s  and a c t i v i t i e s  
which t r a n s p i r e d  almost  2 y e a r s  ago. We know i t ' s  very d i f -  
f i c u l t  t o  keep t r a c k  o f  days ,  p l a c e s  and t h i n g s .  But w e  do 
have,  based  upon what I have t o l d  you,  q u i t e  a  b i t  of informa ­
t i o n ,  and we a r e  a b l e  t o  p u t  t o g e t h e r  most of t h e  t h i n g s  t h a t  
p e r t a i n  t o  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  a c t i v i t y  and t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  of  
it. I have p u t  t o g e t h e r  a s h o r t  paper  h e r e  which I b e l i e v e  
w i l l  ass is t  you i n  de te rmin ing  a  few of t h e  f a c t s .  Frankly ,  
i t ' s  a t  v a r i a n c e  wi th  your p r i o r  t es t imony a s  f a r  a s  d a t e s  
and t h i n g s .  I can e x p l a i n  t h i s  t o  you s o  t h a t  it w i l l  l e a v e  
no q u e s t i o n  i n  your mind. W e  can s u p p o r t  what i s  on t h i s  
paper .  I t ' s  c a l l e d  a  "Chronology of A c t i v i t i e s  R e l a t i n g  t o  
B r i g a d i e r  General  YOUNG," and I would l i k e  t h i s  e n t e r e d  i n t o  
t h e  r eco rd  a s  an e x h i b i t .  
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RCDR: This  is  e n t e r e d  i n t o  t h e  record as Exh ib i t  
M-116. 

(The wi tness  reads  t h e  document t o  himself . )  

A. A l l  r i g h t ,  sir. 

10: I would l i k e  t o  go back again t o  t h e  d a t e  
of the  16th.  The only t h i n g  w e  have t o  go on wi th  r e s p e c t  
t o  the  16th  p e r t a i n i n g  t o  you i s  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  you d i d  n o t  
appear i n  t h e  o p e r a t i o n a l  a r e a  of Task Force Barker. I 
b e l i e v e  you t e s t i f i e d  t h a t  you were probably elsewhere 
wi th  one of t h e  o t h e r  br igades .  Now t h a t  you have had t i m e  
t o  th ink  t h i s  over ,  General YOUNG, can you t e l l  us where 
you n i g h t  have been on t h e  16th? 

A. A s  I i n d i c a t e d ,  General PEERS, t o  the b e s t  of 
my knowledge, I w a s  up i n  t h e  Que Son a rea  on t h e  16th.  
To the  b e s t  of my r e c o l l e c t i o n ,  I was no t  i n  t h e  a r e a  of  
opera t ion  of Task Force Barker on the d a t e  of t h e  a l l e g e d  
i n c i d e n t .  

A. Coming down now t o  t h e  b r i e f i n g  on t h e  evening 
of the  l 6 t h ,  you have t e s t i f i e d ,  and we w i l l  review a b r i e f  
b i t  of your testimony having t o  do with t h e  n i g h t  of t h e  1 6 t h : .  

"Q. A t  t h a t  t ime,  when you were d i scuss ing  t h e  
r a t i o  of t h e  weapons t o  the  number of VC KIA,  
and t h e  r a t i o  of VC K I A  with t h e  number of 
f r i e n d l y  K I A ,  what developed o u t  of t h a t  d i s -  
cussion wi th  t h e  d i v i s i o n  commander'? 

"A. A s  I r e c a l l  t h e  sequence of even t s ,  General 
PEERS, a f t e r  t h e  b r i e f i n g  was over ,  whi le  the 
d i v i s i o n  commander and I were walking back t o  the 
command b u i l d i n g ,  I s t a t e d  t h a t  I was extremely 
s u r p r i s e d  t h a t  our fo rces  had been a b l e  o r  
had found and made c o n t a c t  r e s u l t i n g  i n  t h a t  
s i g n i f i c a n t  an enemy body count.  I was a l s o  
s u r p r i s e d  and disappointed by t h e  f a c t  t h a t  
we had captured only a very few weapons, because 
i n  t h e  America1 Divis ion,  I th ink  t h e  record  w i l l  
ho ld  t h e  r a t i o  of enemy K I A  t o  weapons captured 
was q u i t e  good, and when you have a s i g n i f i c a n t  

. . 
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c o n t a c t  and on ly  c a p t u r e  such a few number of 
weapons t h i s  i s  n o t  t h e - - i t  n a t u r a l l y  b r i n g s  
up your  e a r - p o i n t s  a l i t t l e  b i t .  A s  a r e s u l t  
o f  t h i s  conve r sa t ion ,  I t h i n k  t h a t  t h e  d i v i s i o n  
commander g e n e r a l l y  agreed  and t h a t  he w a s  a l s o  
s u r p r i s e d  by t h e  a c t i o n .  

"Q .  Did he s a y  t o  you t o  do any th ing ,  o r  d i d  he 
i n d i c a t e  t h a t  he w a s  going t o  t a k e  any a c t i o n ?  

"A. To t h e  b e s t  of my memory a t  t h a t  t ime ,  no-
A t  t h a t  t ime ,  no, sir .  But subsequent  t o  t h a t  
c o n v e r s a t i o n ,  l a t e r  on t h a t  a f t e rnoon ,  he cer ­
t a i n l y  d i d .  " 

What I would l i k e  t o  p o i n t  o u t  t o  you on t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  
evening ,  t h i s  i s  t h e  n i g h t  of 1 6  March. You had i n  your 
d i v i s i o n  h e a d q u a r t e r s  a v i s i t o r ,  L i e u t e n a n t  General  DOLEMAN. 
General  KOSTER had picked him up a t  LZ ,Bronco, and a t  1645 
i n  t h e  a f t e r n o o n ,  he  was a t  LZ D o t t i e ,  where he  and General  
DOLEMAN were b r i e f e d  by Task Force  Barker .  They depa r t ed  
t h e r e  a t  about  1715, I ask you under t hose  c i rcumstances ,  
would t h e  b r i e f i n g  be  h e l d  up, would t h e r e  be a s t a f f  b r i e f -  
i n g ,  o r  how would t h e  commanding g e n e r a l  r e c e i v e d  h i s  
o p e r a t i o n  b r i e f i n g ?  .. 

A. I c a n ' t  answer your  q u e s t i o n  d i r e c t l y ,  I d o n ' t  
b e l i e v e ,  General  PEERS, b u t  o f t e n t i m e s  t h e  b r i e f i n g s  w e r e  
postponed,  sometimes t o  1730, b u t  I d o n ' t  remember having 
one l a te r  than  t h a t .  

Q - What I am doing is  p u t t i n g  t h e s e  two i n s t a n c e s  
t o g e t h e r .  You i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  you t a l k e d  t o  General  KOSTER 
about  t h a t  t h i n g  t h a t  evening.  

A. To t h e  b e s t  of  my knowledge and r e c o l l e c t i o n ,  my 
p rev ious  tes t imony i s  t r u e ,  sir.  

Q - I wonder i f  you now remember, pe rhaps ,  t h a t  
General  DOLEMAN was t h e r e  i n  t h i s  k ind  of a conve r sa t ion .  
This  i s  t h e  k i n d  of  environment you a r e  i n  when you have a 
v i s i t i n g  s e n i o r  o f f i c e r ,  

A . .  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  General  DOLEMAN be ing  t h e r e  a t  
t h e  p r e s e n t .  H e  may have been.  H e  may have s p e n t  t h e  n i g h t  
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t h e r e ,  b u t  I d o n ' t  p a r t i c u l a r l y  remember. H e  made 
s e v e r a l  v i s i t s  over ,  b u t  I c a n ' t  r e c a l l ;  I do b e l i e v e  
t h a t  my previous t e s t h o n y  i s  as I s t a t e d ,  sir. 

Q You i n d i c a t e d  i n  your testimony t h a t  you 
w e r e  q u i t e  c e r t a i n  t h a t  Colonel HOLLADAY repor ted  to  
you concerning what Warrant O f f i c e r  THOMPSON observed 
on t h e  evening of t h e  16th.  A l l  of t h e  information t h a t  
we  have i s  from t h e  two i n d i v i d u a l s  concerned, and I 
can t e l l  you b a s i c a l l y  what they  went through. Major 
WATKE, having waited some t i m e  t o  inform Colonel BARKER 
of h i s  observat ions  a t  LZ Dot t i e ,  l a t e  i n  t h e  morning of 
the 16th  a f t e r  r e t u r n i n g  t o  Chu La i ,  had thought t h i s  
over  a t  cons iderable  l eng th  be fo re  he went t o  Colonel 
HOLLADAY. According t o  h i s  testimony, he d i d  n o t  go 
t o  him u n t i l  sometime around 2130 o r  2200 a t  n igh t .  
They d iscussed  it u n t i l  about midnight, o r  as they  p u t  
it, "agonized" over  it. 

The fol lowing morning a t  about 0800, and 
t h i s  i s  where it p icks  up, i s  when they came down to  see 
you. A t  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  t i m e  General KOSTER w a s  n o t  
p resen t .  I d o n ' t  s e e  how he could have been p r e s e n t  
because a t  0820 o r  s h o r t l y  t h e r e a f t e r ,  he i s  a t  LZ Bronco, 
Duc Pho, wi th  General DOLEMAN. But t h e  f a c t s - remain, and 
t o  the  r e c o l l e c t i o n  of Colonel HOLLADAY and Major WATKE, 
they repor ted  t o  you on t h e  morning of t h e  17th.  The 
time i s  q u i t e  immater ial .  I do want you t o  r e p e a t  f o r  me, 
and f o r  t h e  b e n e f i t  of t h e  people here,  exac t ly  what 
Major WATKE t o l d  you had been repor ted  t o  him by Warrant 
O f f i c e r  THOMPSON. 

A. S i r ,  i n  t h e  f i r s t  p l ace ,  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  
whether Warrant O f f i c e r  THOMPSON'S name was mentioned. I t  
poss ib ly  could have been. I want t o  make t h i s  c l e a r  now. 
I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  t h e  name of t h e  p i l o t  being used. A s  I 
t o l d  you be fo re ,  s i r ,  and t h i s  very we l l  could have 
happened on t h e  morning of t h e  17th  r a t h e r  than t h e  a f t e r ­
noon of t h e  16th .  I s t i l l  th'ink it took p lace  on t h e  
l a t e  af ternoon of t h e  16th.  The time does n o t  ma t t e r ,  
b u t  t o  t h e  b e s t  of my knowledge, it was repor ted  t o  m e  
t h a t  a h e l i c o p t e r  p i l o t  had observed ground fo rces  f i r i n g  
i n t o  an a r e a  occupied by noncombatant c i v i l i a n s ,  engaged 
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i n  a c r o s s f i r e  a s  they engaged t h e  enemy. This i s  t o  t h e  
b e s t  of my knowledge and my r e c o l l e c t i o n .  

Q Was t h e r e  no zeference  t o  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  a l a r g e
number of c i v i l i a n s  had been k i l l e d ?  

A.  A t  no time a t  t h a t  ins t ance ,  o r  any o t h e r  
i n s t a n c e  t o  t h e  b e s t  of my knowledge and r e c o l l e c t i o n ,  was 
t h e r e  any i n d i c a t i o n  t h e r e  had been noncombatant c a s u a l t i e s ,  
and t h i s  i s  what I have t o l d  you before ,  General PEERS. 

Q And we've rechecked it. 

A. Yes, s ir .  

Q There were no mention of any dead noncombatants 
on Highway 521? 

A. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  where Highway 521 is. 

Q. That i s  t h e  main road t h a t  runs out  from Quang 
Ngai t o  My Lai  (1). 

(The wi tness  looked a t  Exh ib i t  MAP-1.) 

A.  Yes, s ir .  Not t o  my knowledge o r  r e c o l l e c t i o n .  

Q Was t h e r e  any mention of t h e  use of smoke t o  
mark wounded noncombatants? 

A. Not t o  my knowledge o r  r e c o l l e c t i o n ,  s ir .  

Q. How about a d i t c h  where somebody was f i r i n g  i n t o  
a d i t c h ?  

A.  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  a d i t c h . b e i n g  mentioned. I r e c a l l  
a cave o r  a s h e l t e r .  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  a d i t c h ,  sir.  

Q The two th ings  t h a t  s t and  o u t  i n  both Colonel 
HOLLADAY's mind and Major WATKE's mind was, one, t h e  unnec­
c e s sa ry  k i l l i n g  of noncombatants and two, conf ron ta t ion  
between an a v i a t i o n  u n i t  and t h e  ground fo rces .  And they 
a r e ,  a t  l e a s t  Colonel HOLLADAY was, of t h e  opinion t h a t  t h e  
i d e a  of a l a r g e  number of noncombatants being k i l l e d  was 
c e r t a i n l y  brought ou t .  
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A. S i r ,  t o  the b e s t  of my knowledge and r e c o l l e c t i o n ,  
it was not .  

Q. Was t h e r e  any d i scuss ion  concerning c i v i l i a n s  o r  
noncombatants be ing  k i l l e d  by a r t i l l e r y  o r  gunships? 

A. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l ,  sir. 

Q. What i n s t r u c t i o n s  d i d  you i s s u e  t o  Colonel HOLLADAY 
and/or Major WATKE ? 

A. A t  t h e  time of t h e  i n i t i a l  meeting? 

Q.-. Y e s .  

A. Is t h i s  t h e  ques t ion ,  s i r ?  

Q Y e s .  
U) 

A.  To t h e  b e s t  of my knowledge and r e c o l l e c t i o n ,  I CV)
i n s t r u c t e d  Colonel HOLLADAY t h a t  a s  soon as  I could g e t  t h i s  C') 

information t o  General KOSTER, and I th ink  t h i s  was l a t e r  
a f t e r  HOLLADAY's v i s i t  t o  my o f f i c e ,  then  I t h i n k  t h a t  e i t h e r  
he went with me t o  F i r e  Support Base Dot t i e  o r  he met me t h e r e .  bR 
I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  e x a c t l y ,  b u t  he was a t  F i r e  Support  Base 
Dot t ie .  So the  i n s t r u c t i o n  I i ssued  t o  him was, a s  soon as  I 
repor ted  t o  General KOSTER, t o  go t o  F i r e  Support B a s e  Dot­
t i e .  Now I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  whether he went wi th  me o r  whether 
he met me the re .  

10: The hear ing  w i l l  r ecess  a t  t h i s  time. 

(The hea r ing  recessed  a t  1657 hours ,  17 Feb­
ruary 1970. ) 
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(The hear ing  reconvened a t  1707 hours ,  17 Feb- 
ruary 1970.) 

10: The hea r ing  t r i l l  come t o  o rde r .  

RCDR: A l l  persons p r e s e n t  when t h e  hear ing  recessed 
a r e  again p resen t .  

10: J u s t  t o  be a l i t t l e  s p e c i f i c  on t h e  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  
of what t r a n s p i r e d  i n  t h e  meeting, t h e  i n i t i a l  meeting t h a t  
took p lace  between y o u r s e l f ,  Colonel HOLLADAY, and Major 
WATKE, and then  a subsequent meeting where you were toge the r  
wi th  f o u r  o t h e r  i n d i v i d u a l s  i n  the  van a t  LZ D o t t i e ,  I ' d  l i k e  
t o  read  you j u s t  a l i t t l e  b i t  of Colonel HOLLADAY's testimony. 
This ques t ion  i s  posed t o  him: 

"Q. To begin wi th ,  I ' d  l i k e ,  i n  your words and 
t h e  d e t a i l  t h a t  you can remember, what you and 
Major WATKE t o l d  General KOSTER as r e l a t e s  t o  the 
My Lai  ( 4 )  i n c i d e n t  on 1 7  March; what you t o l d  
General YOUNG on 17 March. 

"A. We went i n t o  ~ e n e r a l  YOUNG'S o f f i c e ,  Major 
WATKE and myself ,  as  near  as  I can r e c a l l ,  about 
0800 i n  the  morning on the  17th.  Q u i t e  poss ib ly  
i t  might have been a few minutes e a r l i e r  than 
t h a t  time. I s a i d  t o  General YOUNG f i r s t ,  'May 
I s e e  you, s i r , '  o r  somthing t o  t h a t  e f f e c t .  
Then I s a i d ,  'Something occurred yesterday t h a t  
you should know about. ' He s a i d ,  'What i s  t h a t ?  ' 
A normal response.  'Go ahead, ' whatever. I 
turned  t o  Major WATKE and s a i d ,  'Fred,  w i l l  you 
p lease  t e l l  General YOUNG the  same s t o r y  t h a t  you 
t o l d  me l a s t  n igh t .  ' Whereupon Major WATKE 
r e l a t e d  the  s t o r y .  Do you want me t o  r epea t  t h a t  
s t o r y  t h a t  Major WATKE t o l d  t h a t  morning? 

"Q. Yes. 

"A. This is  e s s e n t i a l l y  t h e  same s t o r y  t h a t  he 
t o l d  me the  preceding evening and t h a t  was t h a t  
M r .  THOMPSON, Warrant O f f i c e r  THOMPSON, had 
brought  a  s t o r y  back t o  him of t h e  ind i sc r imina te  
and unnecessary, I th ink  both of those  terms were 
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used a t  one time o r  ano the r ,  k i l l i n g  of c i v i l i a n s .  
This  inc luded,  a s  one of t h e  i n c i d e n t s  o r  p a r t  of 
h i s  conversa t ion ,  M r .  THOMPSON had seen  a s e r g e a n t  
s tanding  on t h e  bank of a d i t c h  and f i r i n g  i n t o  a 
group of c i v i l i a n s ,  a l a r g e  group of c i v i l i a n s  a s  
I r e c a l l ,  h id ing  i n  t h e  d i t c h .  A t  one p o i n t  i n  
t h i s  a f f a i r  t h e r e  was a group of people,  Vietnamese 
people,  women and c h i l d r e n ,  who were e i t h e r  i n  a 
cave o r  were t r y i n g  t o  g e t  t o  a cave t o  seek cover 
and M r .  THOMPSON a t  t h i s  p o i n t  warned t h e  advan- 
c ing  Americans. There was an o f f i c e r  he re ,  I re ­
c a l l .  Rank I d o n ' t  r e c a l l .  H e  warned them t h a t  
i f  they  continued t o  advance o r  i f  they  harmed t h e s e  
people i n  t h e  cave he would f i r e  upon them. They 
e l e c t e d  t o  d i scon t inue  t h e i r  advance. I n  any even t  
they never harmed these  people i n  t h e  cave and a t  
one p o i n t  i n  t h i s  a c t i o n  he evacuated a s m a l l  c h i l d  
t o  a h o s p i t a l  and ushered people i n  t h e  cave t o  
a p o i n t  of r e l a t i v e  s a f e t y .  These a r e  t h e  s a l i e n t  
f e a t u r e s  of t h i s  conversat ion.  

" Q .  Did Major WATKE say  anything about a c r o s s f i r e  
a t  any time? 

"A. No, sir.  Not t h a t  I can remember. 

Q" .  Le t  me ask you t h i s ,  before  and i t ' s  hard  f o r  
you Colonel HOLLADAY, b u t  how about numbers? What 
magnitude of noncombatants o r  bodies  a r e  we t a l k i n g  
about o r  were t a l k e d  about t h a t  day by Major WATKE? 

"A. Well, t h e  number 120 s t i c k s  i n  my mind ever  
s i n c e  t h i s  occurred. I f e e l  s a f e  i n  saying t h a t  
t h a t  number was mentioned from time t o  time through- 
out  t h e  s t o r y ,  1 2 0 .  

"Q. ~ b o u t ' h o w  long d i d  it take  t o  t e l l  t h i s  s t o r y  t o  
General YOUNG? 

"A. I would say w e  w e r e  i n  t h e r e  the b e t t e r  p a r t  
of 4 5  minutes,  h i s  o f f i c e .  

"Q. What was h i s  r eac t ion?  Was he ques t ioning ,  
breaking i n ,  d i d  he l i s t e n  t o  the whole t h i n g  and 
then ques t ion ,  v i s i b l y  upset?  
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"A. Yes, s i r ,  he was. H e  was very,  very upset .  
Very concerned about t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  of Americans 
shoot ing  Americans. Very concerned about t h i s .  
He w a s  v i s i b l y  shaken about t h e  i n c i d t n t ,  t o  use 
t h e  phrase,  a t  t h e  aspect  of t h i s  happening. 

I I Q e  How about t h e  ind i sc r imina te  and unnecssary 
k i l l i n g  of c i v i l i a n s ?  

"A. I n  my a p p r a i s a l  of t h a t  morning he appeared t o  
be i n  my judgment l e s s  concerned, which s o r t  of sur ­
p r i s e d  me, because my own personal  emotions were 
t h e  o t h e r  way around. 

"Q. You say l e s s  concerned. You're no t  saying  
unconcerned? 

"A. No, s i r ,  no, sir.  I ' m  no t  saying  unconcerned. 
I ' m  saying l e s s  concerned. I would weight t h a t  i n  
t h a t  t h e  th ings  t h a t  he s a i d  most f requent ly  concern­
ed t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  of Hugh THOMPSON and h i s  people 
f i r i n g  a t  the  American i n f a n t r y  s o l d i e r s . "  

Now, does t h a t  b r i n g  anything back t o  mind? 

A. S i r ,  I don ' t  r e c a l l  t h a t  r e p o r t  whatsoever, and as  
I ' v e  i n d i c a t e d  i n  my previous testimony t o  you, t o  t h e  b e s t  o f  
my knowledge and r e c o l l e c t i o n ,  I can no t  support  t h e  por t ion  
t h a t  you read  t o  me from Colonel HOLLADAY1s testimony. 

Q *  The essence of  a l l  this, because Major WATKE1s 
testimony g e t s  mixed up between Colonel BARKER' s d iscuss ion  
and what he t o l d  Colonel HOLLADAY, and what he t o l d  you about 
what t r a n s p i r e d  down i n  t h e  van. Major WATKE i n i t i a l l y  was 
l ean ing  towards t h e  conf ron ta t ion ,  bu t  i t ' s  been made c l e a r  
by Colonel HOLLADAY, and both  of them have agreed on t h i s ,  t h a t  
what they agonized over t h a t  n igh t  of t h e  16 th ,  when t h e  
s t o r y  came t o  Colonel HOLLADAY, Major WATKE, t o  be very hon- 
est wi th  you, was concerned about t h e  conf ron ta t ion .  He t o l d  
Warrant O f f i c e r  THOMPSON'S s t o r y  to  Colonel HOLLADAY and Colonel 
HOLLADAY brushed a s i d e ,  completely brushed as ide ,  according 
t o  both of them the  confronta t ion .  That  was n o t  t h e  prime i s s u e ,  
t h e  prime i s s u e  t o  him was t h a t  Warrant O f f i c e r  THOMPSON had 
seen,  and had repor ted  the ind i sc r imina te  and unnecessary 
k i l l i n g  of a l a r g e  number of c i v i l i a n s .  
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That i s  what they agonized on u n t i l  about midnight. That  is  
t h e  s t o r y  repor ted  t o  have come t o  you. 

A. S i r ,  t h a t  s t o r y  d id  n o t  come t o  me, t o  t h e  b e s t  of  
my knowledge and r e c o l l e c t i o n .  

Q - W e l l  now, General YOUNG, a f t e r  you rece ived  t h i s  
s t o r y  i n  t h e  morning what a c t i o n  d i d  you t ake  then? 

A. To t h e  b e s t  of my knowledge and r e c o l l e c t i o n ,  I 
informed General KOSTER as soon as I saw him. 

Q - Yes, and I ' l l  t e l l  you this is why I have t h i s  
time down he re ,  about noontime on t h a t  day is  about the time 
t h a t  General KOSTER remembers you re lay ing  t h e  information 
t o  him. This would p r e t t y  w e l l  f i t  i n  accordance wi th  the 
logs  t h a t  w e  have where General KOSTER was wi th  General DOLEMAN 
and then  perhaps g e t t i n g  back t o  Chu L a i  sometime around noon­
t ime. Now, can you remember anything about your d i scuss ion  
wi th  General KOSTER? How d i d  t h i s  s t r i k e  him? 

A. I repor ted  t o  General KOSTER according t o  my 

r e c o l l e c t i o n  and knowledge, e x a c t l y  t h e  r e p o r t  t h a t  I had re­

ceived from t h e  two i n d i v i d u a l s  you j u s t  mentioned, Colonel 

HOLLADAY and Major WATKE. He shared t h e  concern t h a t  I f e l t  u] 

too.  


Q Was t h e r e  any cons idera t ion  given a t  t h a t  t i m e  t o  
having t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  with such a s e r i o u s  a l l e g a t i o n ,  con­
ducted by an independent pa r ty?  

A .  Not t h a t  I r e c a l l ,  s i r ,  I r e c a l l  t h a t  he d i r e c t e d  
me t o  inform Colonel HENDERSON t o  i n i t i a t e  an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  
immediately. 

Q No cons ide ra t ion  was given a t  t h a t  t ime, t o  ge t ­
t i n g  t h e  JAG,  o r  t h e  I G ,  o r  any o t h e r  agencies i n t o  the  a c t  
then? 

A. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l ,  s ir .  

Q When you t a l k e d  t o  General KOSTER e i t h e r  t h a t  n i g h t  
when you were r e f e r r i n g  back, o r  when you were t a l k i n g  about t h i s  
r a t i o  of 3 t o  128 and s o  on, was t h e r e  any mention a t  a l l  about 
c i v i l i a n  c a s u a l t i e s ?  
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A. Not t h a t  I r e c a l l ,  sir.  

Q. None a t  a l l ?  

A. Not t h a t  I r e c a l l ,  
  

Q- Was t h e r e  any mention t h e  following day? 
 

A. Not t h a t  I r e c a l l .  

Q- Did he mention t o  you o r  t o  anybody a t  the  b r i e f i n g  
t h a t  evening, o r  d i d  he t e l l  you the  following day about h i s  
countermanding an order  by t h e  br igade commander f o r  C/1 /20  
t o  r e t u r n  t o  t h e  a rea  of My Lai ( 4 ) ,  t o  make a body count? 

A. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  t h a t ,  sir.  
  

Q A body count by ages,  by sex ,  and by manner of death? 
  

A.  I do n o t  r e c a l l  t h a t .  

Q Was anybody e l s e  p resen t  when you d iscussed  t h i s  with 
General KOSTER? Was the  chief  of s t a f f  present?  

A. I d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  he was, General PEERS. To t h e  b e s t  
of my knowledge and r e c o l l e c t i o n ,  t h e  only one p r e s e n t  was Gen­
e r a l  KOSTER. 

Q. - Do you know whether anybody e l s e  i n  t h e  headquarters  
was informed a t  t h a t  time t h a t  you had been i n s t r u c t e d  t o  d i r e c t  
Colonel HENDERSON t o  make an i n v e s t i g a t i o n ?  

A. I d o n ' t  know sir .  I d o n ' t  know whether anyone e l s e  
was o r  not .  

Q I want t o  show you something, General YOUNG, and 
t h a t  is  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  the  meeting a t  LZ Dot t i e  took p lace  on , 

t h e  morning of t h e  18th.  

A. I thought it took p l a c e  on the  17th.  You showed 
me a log  when I was he re  on t h e  23rd, where ev iden t ly  it took 
p lace  on t h e  18th .  
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Q - T h a t ' s  r i g h t .  A s  a m a t t e r  o f  f a c t  a t  t h e  t i m e  
you w e r e  a t  LZ D o t t i e  on t h e  a f t e r n o o n  of t h e  1 7 t h ,  which 
w a s  a t  1430. According t o  t h e i r  l o g ,  you a r r i v e d  t h e r e  a t  
1430, s t a y e d  f o r  15  minutes and depa r t ed  a t  1445. A t  t h a t  
p a r t i c u l a r  t i m e  Colonel  HENDERSON w a s  c o n f e r r i n g  w i t h  
Colonel  HOLLADAY and Major WATKE i n  Duc Pho. This  is  a 
m a t t e r  of i n fo rma t ion  i n  t h e  l o g  as w e l l ,  and a l s o  accord ing  
t o  bo th  of t h e  o t h e r  w i t n e s s e s  and by some le t ters  they have 
which w e r e  w r i t t e n  a t  t h e  t i m e .  The let ters s u b s t a n t i a t e  
t hey  were a t  Duc Pho t h a t  a f t e r n o o n  d i s c u s s i n g  problems n o t  
of t h i s  i n c i d e n t .  Uniquely enough, t h i s  i n c i d e n t  w a s  n o t  
mentioned. They w e r e  d i s c u s s i n g  problems of  b e t t e r  u t i l i z a ­
t i o n  of t h e  aero-scout  assets of  t h e  123d Av ia t ion  B a t t a l i o n .  
Now what I ' d  l i k e  t o  know from you a t  t h i s  t i m e  is  what 
happened when you went t o  L Z  D o t t i e  t h e  a f t e rnoon  of 1 7  March? 

A. I d o n ' t  recall what happened when I went t o  LZ 
D o t t i e  on t h e  a f t e r n o o n  of  1 7  March. 

Q W e  know some t h i n g s  t h a t  happened. W e  know, f o r  
example, t h a t  Major CALHOUN i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  he b r i e f e d  you and 
t h i s  i s  t h e  o n l y  t i m e  t h a t  h e  cou ld  have b r i e f e d  you on t h e  
o p e r a t i o n ,  s o  i t ' s  very  l i k e l y  t h a t  he d i d  b r i e f  you a t  t h a t , ­
t i m e .  My q u e s t i o n  i s ,  whether you had an o p p o r t u n i t y  a t  t h a t  
t i m e  t o  t a l k  t o  Colonel  BARKER, o r  who you t a l k e d  t o ,  and what 
i n s t r u c t i o n s  you may have i s s u e d ,  and s o  on? See,  a t  t h i s  
t i m e  you had a l r e a d y  t a l k e d  t o  General  KOSTER. 

A. General  KOSTER, r i g h t .  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  d i s c u s s i n g  
t h e  conve r sa t ion  I had w i t h  General  KOSTER w i t h  anyone a t  F i r e  
Support  Base D o t t i e  on t h a t  a f t e rnoon .  I r e c a l l  t h e  f i r s t  d i s ­
cu s s ion  t h a t  happened subsequent  t o  General  KOSTER's was a 
meeting I had wi th  Colonel  HENDERSON where I r e l a t e d  t h e  in ­
s t r u c t i o n s  of  General  KOSTER. 

Q I t  j u s t  s o  happens t h a t  i n  t h e  l o g  of Task Force  
Barker  it does have you appear ing  t h e r e  a t  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  
t ime.  This  i s  what I'm ask ing .  

A. And s i r ,  I'm t e l l i n g  you t o  t h e  very b e s t  of my 
knowledge and r e c o l l e c t i o n ,  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  what took p l a c e  
on t h e  a f t e rnoon  t h a t  you are r e f e r r i n g  t o  h e r e .  
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Q- Do you remember Major CALHOUN? 

A. I remember t h e  name and I t h i n k  he w a s  t h e  o p e r a t i o n s  
o f f i c e r .  

Q-
Barker .  

H e  w a s  t h e  e x e c u t i v e  o f f i c e r  and t h e  S3 of  Task Force  

A. Y e s ,  sir. And I t h i n k  I could  d e s c r i b e  him, b u t  I 
h a v e n ' t  s e e n  him. 

Q. When you went down t o  D o t t i e  t h a t  day ,  on t h e  a f t e r ­
noon of  t h e  1 7 t h ,  d i d  you f l y  over  t h e  o p e r a t i o n a l  area a t  a l l ?  

A. I d o n ' t  know whether  I d i d  o r  n o t .  I probably d i d ,  
s ir .  I d o n ' t  recall  s p e c i f i c a l l y .  I c a n ' t  answer your q u e s t i o n  
yes  o r  no. 

Q L e t  me ask you, d i d  you see any bu rn ing  going on 
down t h e r e  t h a t  may have a t t r a c t e d  your  a t t e n t i o n  down i n  t h e  
area of Son My? I t  may have caused you t o  f l y  down and t a k e  
a look a t  it. 

A. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  s e e i n g  any bu rn ing  going on,  b u t  i t ' s  
h i g h l y  p o s s i b l e  I d i d .  To t h e  b e s t  of  my knowledge I d i d n ' t  l a n d  
t h e r e .  

Q W e  know t h a t  a t  t h a t  t i m e ,  as a matter of f a c t ,  t h e  
v i s i b i l i t y  w a s  such t h a t  even a t  LZ D o t t i e ,  w i th  t h e  v i s i b i l i t y  
be ing  what was r e p o r t e d  on t h e  weather  f o r c a s t s  and t h e  meteor ­
o l o g i c a l  r e p o r t ,  it should  have been q u i t e  obvious  t h a t  t h e r e  
were some huge f i r e s  down i n  t h e  area e a s t  of H i l l  85. 

A.  I p o s s i b l y  d i d  s e e  some, s i r .  A s  I s a i d  b e f o r e ,  I 
d o n ' t  recall it. 

Q Coming down t o  t h e  morning o f  t h e  1 8 t h ,  when you 
came i n t o  LZ D o t t i e  and Colonel  HENDERSON had a r r i v e d ,  a c t u a l l y  
about 5 minutes  b e f o r e  you. Major WATKE and Colonel  HOLLADAY 
had a l r e a d y  a r r i v e d  t h e r e .  Would you e x p l a i n  aga in  what ex­
a c t l y  t r a n s p i r e d  i n  t h e  van? 
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A. S i r ,  as I have i n d i c a t e d  t o  you b e f o r e  to  t h e  b e s t  
of my knowledge and r e c o l l e c t i o n ,  I passed on t o  Colonel HENDERSON 
the  i n s t r u c t i o n s  of t h e  d i v i s i o n  commander which were t h a t  he  
should i n i t i a t e  an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  immediately t o  determine whether 
o r  no t  t h i s  a l ledged r e p o r t ,  t h a t  had been given t o  m e  by 
Colonel HOLLADAY was v a l i d .  P resen t  i n  t h e  van t o  t h e  b e s t  o f  
my knowledge w e r e  Colonel HENDERSON, Colonel BARKER, Colonel 
HOLLADAY, and I th ink  Major WATKE was t h e r e ,  and myself. I 
i n s t r u c t e d  them t o  do e x a c t l y ,  i n  my opinion,  what t h e  div ­
i s i o n  commander had d i r e c t e d ,  and I t o l d  Colonel HENDERSON that 
whi le  Colonel HOLLADAY and Major WATKE w e r e  t h e r e  h e  could 
i n i t i a t e ,  he could t a l k  t o  them immediately. And t o  t h e  
b e s t  of  my knowledge and r e c o l l e c t i o n ,  t h a t  e s s e n t i a l l y  what 
took p lace  i n  t h e  van. 

Q. You i n d i c a t e d  i n  your p r i o r  d i scuss ion  that you 
 
s tayed  t h e r e  only f o r  a few minutes. We've had o t h e r  w i t ­ 

nesses ,  however, t h a t  t e s t i f i e d  t h a t  Major WATKE again  r e t o l d  
  
t h e  s t o r y ,  and subsequent ly you i s s u e d  t h e  i n s t r u c t i o n s  t o  
  
Colonel HENDERSON t o  conduct t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  
  

A. Tha t ' s  n o t  the  way I r e c a l l  it t a k i n g  p lace ,  sir. A= 
3 

Q - We have from Colonel HOLLADAY and from Major C') 

WATKE i n d i c a t i o n s  t h a t  t h e r e  w a s  a con£r o n t a t i o n  discussed.  
Also a s e r g e a n t  f i r i n g  i n t o  a d i t c h ,  the  ind i sc r imina te  f i r i n g ,  
  
the  unnecessary k i l l i n g  of noncombatants, which i s  e s s e n t i a l l y  ­

the s t o r y  which they had t o l d  t o  you t h e  day before .  

A. That  d i scuss ion  d i d  n o t  take  p l a c e  i n  my presence,  
  
sir.  
  

Q. Having had t h i s  r a t h e r  s e r i o u s  a l l e g a t i o n ,  General 
YOUNG, do you cons ider  t h e  i n s t r u c t i o n s  you gave Colonel HENDERSON 

' t o  have been s u f f i c i e n t ?  

A. Yes, sir. They were t h e  d i v i s i o n  commander's in ­ 
  
s t r u c t i o n s  and I considered them t o  be adequate. 
  

Q Did you spec i fy  t o  Colonel HENDERSON exac t ly  what 
you wanted him t o  do i n  t h e  sense  t h a t  you wanted a f u l l - 

f ledged i n v e s t i g a t i o n ?  
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A. To t h e  b e s t  of my knowledge and r e c o l l e c t i o n ,  General  
PEERS, I i n s t r u c t e d  Colonel  HENDERSON t o  i n i t i a t e  an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  
immediately.  Now I d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  I went i n t o  any d e t a i l  as t o  
what t y p e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  b u t  maybe I j u s t  assumed t h a t  he would 
conduct  a formal  i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  T h a t ' s  e x a c t l y  t h e  way I looked 
a t  it. 

MR MACCRATE: General  YOUNG, my problem i s  t h i s :  you i n d i c a t e  
t h a t  you were,  a t  General  KOSTER1s d i r e c t i o n ,  i n s t r u c t i n g  Colonel  
HENDERSON t o  conduct an  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  a s  t o  t h e  v a l i d i t y  of 
Colone l  HOLLADAY's r e p o r t  t o  you. Now what would have been t h e  
o f f e n s e  i f  h i s  r e p o r t  had been s u s t a i n e d  as  you d e s c r i b e  i t ?  I 
f a i l  t o  see what everyone was u p s e t  abou t ,  why t h e r e  was any­
t h i n g  t o  i n v e s t i g a t e ,  and what you r e a l l y  were a sk ing  Colonel  
HENDERSON t o  i n v e s t i g a t e  as you d e s c r i b e  it t o  us today.  

A .  W e l l ,  I d o n ' t  s h a r e  t h a t  op in ion ,  s i r ,  i f  I may. 

Q W h a t  w a s  t h e  problem? What was t h e  s e r i o u s  occur rence  
t h a t  had t o  be  i n v e s t i g a t e d  i n  t h i s  way? 

A .  Were nocombatants engaged i n  a c r o s s f i r e  by f r i e n d l y  
ground f o r c e s ?  

Q. I f  it were a c r o s s f i r e  and noncombatants were caught  
i n  it, t h e k e  would be  no th ing  t o  i n v e s t i g a t e .  T h i s  i s  one of 
t h e  u n f o r t u n a t e  t h i n g s  t h a t  happens.  You d o n ' t  e s t a b l i s h  an 
i n v e s t i g a t i o n  j u s t  because c i v i l i a n s  happen t o  b e  caught  i n  a 
p a r t i c u l a r  s i t u a t i o n .  This  i s  one o f  t h e  u n f o r t u n a t e  burdens 

' 	 of w a r  which w e  a l l  recognize .  T h e r e ' s  no th ing  i n  t h a t  des ­
c r i p t i o n  t h a t  sugges t s  t o  me anyth ing  t o  be i n v e s t i g a t e d .  I 
say  t h a t  as a c i v i l i a n .  

A.  Righ t ,  s ir .  

10: Going on j u s t  a l i t t l e  b i t ,  i n  h i s  tes t imony Colonel  
TREXLER s t a t e d ,  and I quote:  

''A day o r  s o  a f t e r  t h i s ,  t h a t  i s  a f t e r  t h e  My L a i  ( 4 )  
o p e r a t i o n  happened, I w a s  r i d i n g  t h e  chopper w i t h  
General  YOUNG, and I d o n ' t  remember s p e c i f i c a l l y  
what  he s a i d ,  o t h e r  t h a n  it made s u f f i c i e n t  impact  
on m e  t h a t  I remember t h a t  much. 
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Units had i n d i s c r i m i n a t e l y  burned hootches and 
burned v i l l a g e s .  He was most concerned. H e  
c e r t a i n l y  gave me t h e  impression t h a t  he was 
fol lowing up on it. They had been more de­
s t r u c t i v e  than  the s i t u a t i o n  c a l l e d  fo r . "  

Can you exp la in  t h a t  t o  me? 

A .  No, sir,  I cannot exp la in  t h a t  t o  you. A r e  w e  
speaking now t h e  Quang Ngai a rea?  

Q. Y e s .  

A. N o ,  sir. I cannot exp la in  it t o  you. 

Q. Do you remember d i scuss ing  t h i s  ma t t e r  wi th  Colonel 
TREXLER? 
 

A. I don' t remember e x a c t l y ,  b u t  i t ' s  p o s s i b l e  t h a t  
t h i s  d i scuss ion  d i d  t a k e  p lace ,  

CO

Q- Well what-- 3 

C') 

A .  ( In terpos ing)  I don ' t r e c a l l  i t  s p e c i f i c a l l y ,  General  
PEERS. Evident ly h e ' s  r e f e r r i n g  t o  t h e  burning t h a t  was s t i l l - '  
going on i n  t h e  area .  Is, 

Q. Not n e c e s s a r i l y .  He's r a t h e r  speaking of something
i n  t h e  p a s t  tense:  "had ind i sc r imina te ly  burned v i l l a g e s  and 
burned hootches. He w a s  most concerned. " He's t a l k i n g  about 
you. 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. "He. . .g  ave me t h e  impression t h a t  he was fol lowing 
up on it." 

I 

A. Well, I th ink  anytime I saw p r i v a t e  proper ty  being 
destroyed I wanted t o  t r y  t o  e l imina te  a l l  of t h i s  I poss ib ly  
could,  s i r ,  

Q But t h i s  i s  a d i r e c t  v i o l a t i o n  of the  d i v i s i o n  
commander's orders  and po l i cy .  What followup a c t i o n  was taken? 
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I d o n ' t  know, sir.  

Q* Do you r e c a l l  r e p o r t i n g  t h i s  o r  d i scuss ing  t h i s  
with General KOSTER? 

A. I do n o t  r e c a l l ,  s ir .  

Q Now then ,  a f t e r  you i s s u e d  t h e  i n s t r u c t i o n s  t o  
Colonel HENDERSON on t h e  morning of t h e  18th i n  t h e  name of 
t h e  commanding genera l  f o r  him t o  conduct an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  
what follow up a c t i o n  d i d  you t ake  t o  i n s u r e  t h a t  a proper 
i n v e s t i g a t i o n  was i n  f a c t  being conducted? 

A. A s  I ' v e  ind ica ted  be fo re ,  s i r ,  I quest ioned 
Colonel HENDERSON a s  o f t e n  a s  I saw him t o  determine t h e  s t a t u s  
of t h e  r e p o r t .  He informed me t h a t  he was i n  t h e  process  of 
making t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  t h a t  he was going t o  conduct t h e  
i n v e s t i g a t i o n  h imse l f ,  and t h a t  he was t a l k i n g  t o  t h e  var ious  
p a r t i c i p a n t s  concerned. 

Q Can you r e c a l l  whom he t o l d  you he t a l k e d  t o ?  

A .  No, s i r ,  I c a n ' t  r e c a l l  whom he t o l d  me s p e c i f . i c a l l y  
he t a l k e d  t o .  I asked him a t  one t ime i f  he had t a lked  t o  av­
i a t i o n  suppor t ,  t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  people,  and I b e l i e v e  he t o l d  me 
t h a t  he had. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  any names of  people he i n d i c a t e d  
t o  me t h a t  he t a l k e d  t o .  

Q- Did he  subsequently t e l l  you t h a t  he had flown out  
and t a l k e d  t o  Captain MEDINA? 

A. I d o n ' t  be l i eve  he d i d ,  s i r .  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  t h a t .  

Q- Did he  i n d i c a t e  t h a t  he t a l k e d  t o  a l a r g e  number of 
p a r t i c i p a n t s  i n  t h e  company, t h a t  i s  C/1/20? 

A. No, s i r ,  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  he d id .  I t h i n k  on my pre­
vious occasion h e r e  you mentioned t o  me t h a t  he had t a l k e d  t o  
some of t h e  men t h a t  p a r t i c i p a t e d ,  b u t  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  him 
t e l l i n g  me t h a t  he had. 
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Q- Was t h i s  done on one occasion o r  was t h i s  done on 
a cont inuing  process ,  t h a t  you were fol lowing up on t h i s ?  

A. S i r ,  I was doing my very b e s t  t o  fol low up on t h e  
r e p o r t ,  and each day, a f t e r  t a l k i n g  t o  Colonel HENDERSON, I 
would inform General KOSTER t h a t  I had t a l k e d  t o  him. On 
s e v e r a l  occasions General KOSTER t o l d  me he had t a l k e d  t o  
him a l s o .  I w a s  t r y i n g  t o  i n s u r e  t h a t  t h e  d i v i s i o n  commander's 
d i r e c t i v e  w a s  followed. 

Q - To your knowledge, General YOUNG, d i d  anybody, ever  
go down and t a l k  t o  t h e  p i l o t  who made t h i s  observa t ion?  

A. I d o n ' t  know, sir.  

Q - The p i l o t s ,  I should say? 

A. As  I s a i d  b e f o r e ,  t o  t h e  b e s t  of my knowledge and 
r e c o l l e c t i o n  Colonel HENDERSON had t o l d  m e  t h a t  he was t a l k i n g  
t o  t h e  a v i a t i o n  suppor t  people,  and I assumed t h a t  t h e s e  w e r e  
the people who were a c t i v e l y  engaged. 

00 
 

Q I th ink  I ' m  going t o  have t o  speak a l i t t l e  frank 3 
 

on t h i s  one, General YOUNG, because i n  your p r i o r  testimony <*: 
 


you gave t h e  impression t o  me, and I can a l s o  say you gave it 
 

t o  o t h e r  members of t h e  inqu i ry ,  t h a t  genera l ly  once you had 
 

i s sued  the  commanding g e n e r a l ' s  i n s t r u c t i o n s  t o  Colonel V] 
 


HENDERSON p r e t t y  much, n o t  p r e t t y  much, it almost s o l e l y  
  

became a mat ter  between Colonel HENDERSON and General KOSTER, 
 

and you dropped ou t  of t h e  p i c t u r e .  
  


A. Could you read me t h a t  testimony, sir.  

Q No I ' m  t e . l l i n g  you t h e  impression I got .  

A. A s  I s t a t e d ,  I hones t ly  and t r u t h f u l l y  b e l i e v e  t h a t  
I d i d  my b e s t  t o  follow up on t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  I quest ioned 
Colonel HENDERSON t o  determined what progress  he was making. 
H e  r epor ted  t o  me as  I ' v e  i n d i c a t e d  here ,  and on each occasion,  
t o  t h e  b e s t  of my r e c o l l e c t i o n ,  I informed General KOSTER t h a t  
I had t a l k e d  t o  Colonel HENDERSON and t r i e d  t o  keep him posted 
on what progress  was being made. 
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The next  occasion it happened was once when I ques ­
t i oned  Colonel HENDERSON on t h i s  m a t t e r ,  he t o l d  me he had 
given a ve rba l  r e p o r t  t o  t h e  d i v i s i o n  commander. I asked 
t h e  d i v i s i o n  commander had he rece ived  i t ,  and he s a i d  he had 
and d i r e c t e d  t h a t  it be placed i n  w r i t i n g .  

Q H e  had d i rec ted?  Did he say  how he d i r e c t e d ?  

A. No, s i r .  To t h e  b e s t  of my knowledge and reco l l ec ­
t i o n  he s t a t e d  t h a t  he had rece ived  a ve rba l  r e p o r t  and t h a t  he 
wanted it i n  w r i t i n g .  

Q What d id  General KOSTER say about t h e s e  a l l e g a t i o n s  
which had been made by t h e  warrant  o f f i c e r ?  Had he r e f u t e d  those  
i n  h i s  o r a l  r e p o r t ?  

A. S i r ,  according t o  my memory, on one day I saw Colonel 
HENDERSON, and I cannot r e c a l l  where I saw him. I b e l i e v e  it 
was a t  Duc Pho o r  t h e  a r e a  of o p e r a t i o n ,  b u t  I asked him, "What's 
t h e  s t a t u s  of your r epor t?"  He s a i d :  " I ' v e  j u s t  seen General 
KOSTER. I ' v e  given him an o r a l  r e p o r t .  " And I s a i d ,  "What 
d i d  he say?" And he s a i d ,  t o  t h e  b e s t  of my knowledge he s a i d ,  
"That he wanted it i n  w r i t i n g .  " And t h a t ' s  what I r e c a l l  about 
t h e  ve rba l  r e p o r t .  

Q You d o n ' t  know what he t o l d  t h e  commanding genera l?  
General KOSTER c e r t a i n l y  must have t o l d  you something about 
t h i s .  A f t e r  a l l ,  y o u ' r e  r a t h e r  competent i n  t h a t  sense.  You're 
working t o g e t h e r ,  and you ' r e  e a t i n g  toge the r .  You must have had 
some d i scuss ion?  

A .  I f  we d i d ,  I c a n ' t  r e c a l l  it, General PEERS. 

Q General KOSTER and Colonel HENDERSON both advised 
you t h a t  General  KOSTER had d i r e c t e d  him t o  submit h i s  formal 
r e p o r t  i n  w r i t i n g ?  

A. To t h e  b e s t  of my knowledge and r e c o l l e c t i o n ,  yes ,  
sir. 

Q This  i n s t r u c t i o n  was no t  i s s u e d  a t  a l a t e r  time by
General KOSTER through you t o  Colonel HENDERSON? 
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A. To t h e  b e s t  of  my knowledge and r e c o l l e c t i o n  t h i s  
i n s t r u c t i o n  w a s  i s s u e d  by General KOSTER t o  Colonel HENDERSON 
upon r e c e i p t  of  t h e  o r a l  r e p o r t .  

Q • Do you know whether anybody else w a s  f a m i l i a r  wi th  
e i t h e r  t h e  o r a l  r e p o r t  o r  t h e  i n s t r u c t i o n s  which had been i s sued?  
W a s  Colonel PARSON o r  was any o t h e r  r e spons ib le  i n d i v i d u a l  
made aware of it a t  t h a t  time? 

A. I do n o t  know, sir. 

Q. Now, j u s t  cons ider  Colonel PARSON and t h e  f a c t  t h a t  
he  i s  ch ie f  of s t a f f .  Up t o  t h i s  p o i n t ,  we've been going f o r  
q u i t e  some time i n  t h i s  ma t t e r ,  f o r  about a week. Can you in ­
d i c a t e  what Colonel PARSON'S p a r t i c i p a t i o n  w a s  i n  t h i s ?  Whether 
he  had any knowledge of  i t ?  Whether he was t a k i n g  an a c t i v e  p a r t  
i n  i t ?  

A. I d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  t h a t  you could say he was t a k i n g  an*:.. 
a c t i v e  p a r t  i n  it, sir .  I d o n ' t  know whether he had a knowledge 
of  it o r  not .  I n  o t h e r  words, I d o n ' t  be l i eve  I can answer your 
ques t ion .  

Q Well, c e r t a i n l y  as primary ADC and one t h a t  had been 
d i r e c t e d  by t h e  commanding genera l  t o  i s s u e  t h e  i n s t r u c t i o n s ,  
your r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  was t o  follow through and make s u r e  t h a t  an 
adequate r e p o r t  was submitted t o  t h e  commanding genera l .  I t ake  
i t  from your testimony t h a t  you d i d  check with Colonel HENDERSON 
from time t o  time and k e p t  General KOSTER f u l l y  informed. I have 
n o t  go t t en  t h a t  impression previous t o  t h i s  t i m e .  

A. I d i d  my very b e s t  t o  s e e  t h a t  t h e  d i v i s i o n  command­
e r ' s  i n s t r u c t i o n s  were followed, s ir .  

MR MACCRATE: General YOUNG, coming back t o  j u s t  what were t h e  d i ­
v i s i o n  commander's i n s t r u c t i o n s .  You i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  you had var ­
i o u s  conversat ions wi th  Colonel HENDERSON about whether he w a s  
g e t t i n g  t h e  r e p o r t  ready. J u s t  what was he t o  cover i n  h i s  re ­
p o r t ?  What w a s  he t o  r e p o r t  on? Yes, t h e r e  were two opposing 
f o r c e s ;  and yes ,  t h e r e  was c r o s s f i r e ;  and yes ,  t h e r e  were ci ­
v i l i a n s  caught i n  t h e  c r o s s f i r e ?  What e l s e  could he say ,  i f  
those  were i n  f a c t  t h e  a l l e g a t i o n s  he was i n v e s t i g a t i n g ?  I mean, 
why a l l  t h e  t a l k  wi th  him? What was he t r y i n g  t o  f i n d  ou t?  I 
j u s t  f a i l  t o  s e e  what was being i n v e s t i g a t e d  i f  t h a t  was t h e  sum 
and substance of  t h e  a l l e g a t i o n s .  

Q m 
 
m 
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A. W e l l ,  t h a t  was c e r t a i n l y  p a r t  of i t ,  sir.  I t h i n k  
a l s o  t h e  c o n f r o n t a t i o n  between t h e  p i l o t  and t h e  ground p l a t o o n  
l e a d e r .  T h i s  w a s  c e r t a i n l y  a p o r t i o n  o f  i t  a l s o .  . 

Q. What w a s  t h e  n a t u r e  of t h e  c o n f r o n t a t i o n ?  What w a s  
  
t h e  o f f e n s e  t h e r e ?  
  

A. I d o n ' t  know how t o  answer your  q u e s t i o n  on t h a t  one,  
q u i t e  f r a n k l y .  

Q* W e l l ,  was t h i s  an i n q u i r y  t o  determine whether t h e r e  
had been a v i o l a t i o n  of  some r e g u l a t i o n  o r  some p r o v i s i o n  of t h e  
Uniform Code of M i l i t a r y  J u s t i c e ?  What w a s  he i n v e s t i g a t i n g ?  
What o f f e n s e  d i d  t h e  commanding g e n e r a l ,  on t h e  b a s i s  of t h e  i n ­
format ion t h a t  you had g iven  t o  him, f e a r  had been committed? 

A .  S i r ,  I would p r e f e r  t o  s t a n d  on my prev ious  tes t imony.  
  
I ' v e  done my very b e s t  t o  e x p l a i n  t h i s  t o  you, b u t  a p p a r e n t l y  
  
I h a v e n ' t  done it. 
 

Q* No, s ir .  This  i s  t h e  t e r r i b l y  s e r i o u s  t h i n g  f o r  us  
t o  unders tand .  Your e a r l i e r  t es t imony has  n o t  come t o  g r i p s  
w i t h  t h i s  q u e s t i o n  of j u s t  what it i s  t h a t  Colonel  HENDERSON w a s  
be ing  charged by you on b e h a l f  of t h e  commanding g e n e r a l  t o  i n ­
v e s t i g a t e ?  Were t h e r e  a l l e g a t i o n s  of  o f f e n s e s ?  Was someone sup ­
posed t o  have v i o l a t e d  t h e  r e g u l a t i o n s ?  I f  s o ,  what was t h e  na ­
t u r e  of t h e  a l l e g e d  a c t s ?  

A .  A s  I ' v e  s t a t e d ,  s ir ,  I ' v e  done my very  b e s t  t o  ex­
p l a i n  t o  you i n  my prev ious  tes t imony.  Ev iden t ly  I h a v e n ' t  
been very s e c c e s s f u l .  

Q. W e l l ,  l e t  me ask you, do you f e e l  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  any
v i o l a t i o n  of  any r e g u l a t i o n  i f  ground f o r c e s  are r e t u r n i n g  f i r e  
and t h e r e  i s  a c r o s s f i r e  between two opposing f o r c e s  and c i v i l ­
i a n s  a r e  h i t  i n  t h a t ?  Is t h e r e  any o f f e n s e  t h e r e  t h a t  would 
w a r r a n t  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ?  

A. I d o n ' t  know whether t h e r e  i s  any o f f e n s e .  But 
could t h i s  have been prevented? What were t h e  d e t a i l s  s u r ­
rounding t h i s  a l l e g e d  i n c i d e n t ?  These a r e  t ypes  o f  q u e s t i o n s  
t h a t  should  have been answered i f  t h e  a l l e g a t i o n  w a s  v a l i d .  

Q Was t h i s  a s e r i o u s  a l l e g a t i o n ,  as you unders tood it, 
coming from t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  p i l o t ?  

A. I t h i n k  bo th  p o r t i o n s  of  t h e  r e p o r t  t h a t  I r ece ived  
were s e r i o u s .  I t  w a s  s e r i o u s  enough t h a t  it was brought  t o  t h e  
a t t e n t i o n  of  t h e  d i v i s i o n  commander and recommended t h a t  an i n ­
v e s t i g a t i o n  be  i n i t i a t e d .  
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Q- To determine i f  c e r t a i n  ind iv idua l s  should be 
charged with r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  improper conduct? 

A. To determine whether o r  no t  c e r t a i n  a l l e g a t i o n s  
a s  r epor ted  t o  m e  took p lace .  What were t h e  r e s u l t s  of i t ?  

Q The a l l e g a t i o n  which you s t a t e  was repor ted  t o  
you was t h a t  c i v i l i a n s  were caught i n  a c r o s s f i r e .  
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I s e e  no th ing  t h e r e  t h a t  Colonel  HENDERSON o r  anyone else could 
add t o  by i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  A f u r t h e r  a l l e g a t i o n ,  you s a y ,  i s  some 
s o r t  of a c o n f r o n t a t i o n  between t h e  a i r  u n i t  and t h e  ground f o r c e s .  
So they  had an argument. What is  t h e  o f f e n s e  i n  t h a t  argument? 

A. M r .  MACCRATE, I ' v e  done my very  b e s t  t o  e x p l a i n  t o  
you on t h e  two prev ious  occas ions  t h i s  matter. I 've  been 
unsucces s fu l  t o  d a t e ,  and I would p r e f e r  n o t  t o  answer your  
q u e s t i o n ,  s i r .  

Q W e l l ,  General  YOUNG, I cannot  s e e  how Colonel  HEN­
DERSON could  i n v e s t i g a t e  it i f  you c a n ' t  e x p l a i n  t o  m e  what w a s  
t o  be  i n v e s t i g a t e d .  And t h i s  i s  t h e  d i f f i c u l t y .  I t  seems t o  
me a complete f a i l u r e  of i n s t r u c t i o n  t o  Colonel  HENDERSON a s  t o  
what he w a s  t o  i n v e s t i g a t e .  

A. I have no comment, s ir .  

10: W e l l ,  when you t a l k e d  t o  Colonel  HENDERSON, what d i d  ' 
he t e r l  you t h a t  he  had found? Not j u s t  t h a t  he had r e p o r t e d  
t o  t h e  d i v i s i o n  commander, b u t  he must have t o l d  you something 
about what h i s  f i n d i n g s  were? What d i d  he s a y ,  f o r  example, con­
c e r n i n g  c i v i l i a n  c a s u a l t i e s  t h a t  day? 

A. To t h e  b e s t  of my knowledge and r e c o l l e c t i o n  he t o l d  
me e s s e n t i a l l y  what w a s  con ta ined  i n  t h e  w r i t t e n  r e p o r t .  

Q What d i d  t h e  w r i t t e n  r e p o r t  say?  

A. I t h i n k  t h a t  t h e  w r i t t e n  r e p o r t  s a i d  t h a t  t h e r e  were 
approximately  20 people ,  noncombatants, k i l l e d  by a r t i l l e r y  f i r e .  
What you showed me h e r e  s e v e r a l  weeks ago. 

Q But t h a t  r e p o r t  has  no th ing  t o  do w i t h  t h a t  a l l e g a t i o n  
of  t h e  w a r r a n t  o f f i c e r .  That  p a r t i c u l a r  r e p o r t  ha s  t o  do wi th  
an a l l e g a t i o n ,  i f  you r e c a l l  t h e  d a t e  of t h a t ,  t h a t  was 2 4  A p r i l .  
We're t a l k i n g  about  t h e  t i m e  p e r i o d  now of about a month e a r l i e r ,  
as a m a t t e r  of f a c t  sometime about  t h e  20th o r  24th o r  t h a t  t ime 
frame of March. What d i d  t h a t  w r i t t e n  r e p o r t  s ay?  

A. Which w r i t t e n  r e p o r t ,  General  PEERS? 

Q W e l l ,  t h e  w r i t t e n  r e p o r t  t h a t  he made on t h e  w a r r a n t  
o f f i c e r ' s  a l l e g a t i o n  of t h e  c o n f r o n t a t i o n  and of even a s  you p u t  
it down i n  t h e s e  t e r m s ,  it seems c i v i l i a n s ,  unnecessary f i r i n g  
a t  c i v i l i a n s ,  and s o  f o r t h .  What d i d  h i s  r e p o r t  s ay  t o  t h a t  
a l l e g a t i o n ?  
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A. To which a l l e g a t i o n ?  

Q - The a l l e g a t i o n  o r  t h e  complaint of t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  
p i l o t .  I t  was i n  t h e  form of a complaint. This  h e l i c o p t e r  p i ­
l o t  was very ,  very mad, very mad. I ' l l  t e l l  you, General YOUNG, 
he t o l d  t h i s  n o t  only t o  Major WATKE, he t o l d  it t o  o t h e r  peo­
p l e .  H e  was a very mad warrant  o f f i c e r  and p i l o t .  Colonel HEN­
DERSON s a i d  he submit ted a w r i t t e n  r e p o r t  on t h a t  a l l e g a t i o n .  

A. I d o n ' t  know i f  he d i d  o r  no t ,  sir. To t h e  b e s t  of 
my knowledge t h e  w r i t t e n  r e p o r t  I ' m  t a l k i n g  about is  24 Apr i l .  

Q There i s  a r e p o r t  of 24 Apr i l ,  b u t  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  
you'd w a i t  a month t o  g e t  a w r i t t e n  r e p o r t  back i n  on an a l l e ­
g a t i o n  from a warrant  o f f i c e r  one month previously.  

A. Well, t h e  w r i t t e n  r e p o r t  t h a t  I saw b e f o r e  your 
panel  was dated 2 4  Apr i l .  

Q Right,  and I ' l l  show you t h e  b a s i s  f o r  t h a t  r e p o r t  
i n  t h e  very near  f u t u r e .  

A. I was under t h e  impression t h a t  t h e  b a s i s  of t h a t  
r e p o r t  was t h e  o r a l  r e p o r t .  

Q No. I ' l l  show you very s p e c i f i c a l l y  t h a t  t h e  b a s i s  
of t h a t  i s  n o t  t h e  o r a l  r e p o r t .  Now, f o r g e t t i n g  about t h a t  re­
p o r t ,  then ,  d id  you s e e  a r e p o r t  of any kind focusing upon t h e  
a l l e g a t i o n  of t h e  warrant  o f f i c e r  t h a t  came i n t o  t h e  headquarters?  
We've had two d e s c r i p t i o n s  of it. One, t h a t  it was t h r e e  t o  f i v e  
pages i n  length.  Another one i s  t h a t  i t ' s  about th ree -quar t e r s  
of a page i n  length .  

A. Not t o  my knowledge o r  r e c o l l e c t i o n ,  sir. 

Q 0 - During t h i s  t i m e ,  General YOUNG, i f  we can assume 
t h a t  even i f  t h i s  2 4  A p r i l  r e p o r t  were i n  response t o  that, 
which it is  no t ,  somebody must have been doing some checking 
t o  f i n d  ou t .  What's t h e  s t a t u s  of t h i s  w r i t t e n  r e p o r t ?  Did 
you ever  t a l k  t o  Colonel HENDERSON about t h i s  w r i t t e n  r e p o r t ,  
when he was going t o  submit i t ?  

A. Yes, sir.  I th ink  I d id .  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  t h e  t i m e  
and p lace ,  bu t  I b e l i e v e  t h a t  I d id .  
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Q- Do you know how it was submit ted? Did he show you 
a copy of i t ?  

A. To t h e  b e s t  of my knowledge, he d e l i v e r e d  t h i s  t o  
General KOSTER i n  General KOSTER's o f f i c e .  This i s  what I th ink  
took p lace .  

Q. Did General KOSTER mention t h e  f a c t  t h a t  he had re ­
ce ived a w r i t t e n  r e p o r t  concerning t h e  o r a l  r e p o r t ,  covering 
t h e  o r a l  r e p o r t ?  

A. He mentioned t h e  f a c t  t h a t  he had rece ived  Colonel 
HENDERSON 's w r i t t e n  r e p o r t .  

Q. I ' m  n o t  t a l k i n g  about t h e  one of 24 A p r i l ,  now. I ' m  
t a l k i n g  about t h e  w r i t t e n  r e p o r t  covering t h e  o r a l  r e p o r t .  

A. T h a t ' s  t h e  r e p o r t  t h a t  t o  t h e  b e s t  of my knowledge 
and r e c o l l e c t i o n  I h a v e n ' t  seen,  s i r .  

MR MACCRATE:. General YOUNG, i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  going t o  Duc Pho, 
d i d  you, up t o  t h e  time of t h e  t e rmina t ion  of Task Force Barker ,  
a l s o  make p e r i o d i c  c a l l s  a t  LZ Dott ie?  

A. Yes, sir. 

Q - And fol lowing t h i s  immediate t ime frame of the  1 6 t h  
t o  t h e  20th,  which General PEERS i s  focusing on, were you i n  t o  
LZ Dot t i e  t a l k i n g  with Colonel BARKER o r  poss ib ly  o the r s  t h e r e ?  

A .  I t r i e d  t o  go t o  a11 t h e  f i r e  suppor t  bases  and land ­
i n g  zones t h a t  I poss ib ly  could every day, sir.  I t ' s  q u i t e  obviour 
t h a t  I d id .  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  e x a c t l y ,  b u t  I t r i e d  t o  v i s i t  them 
a l l  a t  l e a s t  once a day. Many t imes I c o u l d n ' t  v i s i t  them a l l .  
The ones I d i d n ' t  v i s i t  today,  I ' d  v i s i t  t h e  next  day. 

Q On any of these  v i s i t s  t h a t  you made t o  Colonel BAR­
KER during t h e  time t h a t  t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  of h i s  opera t ion  was 
pending, d id  you have any conversa t ion  with him regarding  the  
events  of t h a t  opera t ion?  

A. No, s i r ,  none t h a t  I can r e c a l l .  A s  I i n d i c a t e d ,  
I t a l k e d  t o  Colonel HENDERSON about t h i s  mat ter  a s  o f t e n  a s  I 
saw him, b u t  I c o u l d n ' t  say t h a t  I t a l k e d  t o  Colonel BARKER 
about it . 
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Q- You i n d i c a t e  on t h e  day of t h e  o p e r a t i o n  you had 
been up nor th .  

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q. You f i n a l l y  g o t  down t h e r e  on t h e  17th  and you had 
s p e n t  a l o t  of t ime wi th  Colonel BARKER. We have some very ex­
c e l l e n t  photos of you v i s i t i n g  wi th  Colonel BARKER. And w e  know 
how c l o s e l y  you d i d  fol low h i s  opera t ion .  We know t h a t  you had 
t h e  r e p u t a t i o n  f o r  be ing  t h e  man on t h e  s p o t ,  wanting t o  f i n d  
o u t  what had taken p lace .  You were on t h e  go a l l  t h e  t i m e  check­
i n g  up on th ings .  

Here i s  t h e  l a r g e s t  ope ra t ion  t h a t  t h e  11 th  Brigade 
had been involved i n  according t o  t h e i r  r epor ted  body count of 
t h a t  day. You come back t o  LZ D o t t i e  f o r  t h e  f i r s t  t i m e  a f t e r  
t h a t ,  and you have j u s t  been t o l d  of an a l l e g a t i o n  a g a i n s t  t h e  
t a s k  fo rce  and what took p lace  on t h a t  opera t ion .  And my ques­
t i o n  is:  e i t h e r  on t h e  17th  o r  on t h e  18th ,  o r  19 th ,  as you v i s ­
i t e d  t h e r e  and inqu i red  about t h i s  opera t ion ,  what d i d  Colonel CD 
BARKER t e l l  you about t h a t  opera t ion?  Ln 

C') 

A. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l ,  M r .  MACCRATE, what Colonel BARKER 
t o l d  me about t h i s  opera t ion .  

1P, 
 
Q Did you g e t  t h e  impression t h a t  it was as success ­
f u l  an opera t ion  as t h e  s ta t i s t ics  might suggest?  

I d o n ' t  know, sir.  

Q Didn ' t  you make it your bus iness  t o  f i n d  ou t?  Here 
you had a d i s p a r i t y  of KIA and weapons captured,  something t h a t  
no te  was taken o f .  And you ' re  going down, t a l k i n g  t o  t h e  com ­
manding o f f i c e r  of t h e  t a s k  f o r c e ,  and you d i d n ' t  i n q u i r e  about 
how s o l i d  h i s  body count was? You d i d n ' t  r a i s e  any ques t ions  
wi th  him about t h i s  opera t ion?  

A. I may have, b u t  i f  I d i d ,  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  t h e  conver ­
s a t i o n s ,  sir. 

Q Did you ever  t a l k  wi th  him about Colonel HENDERSON'S 
i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  eve r  b rea the  a word of t h a t  t o  him? 

A. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  having any conversa t ion  wi th  Colonel 
BARKER about Colonel HENDERSON'S i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  sir.  
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Q. That i s ,  except  f o r  t h e  occasion i n  t h e  van, you 
never t a l k e d  about it again? Here you had spoken t o  Colonel 
HENDERSON about looking i n t o  something t h a t  Colonel BARKER'S 
u n i t  had done, and you never had any f u r t h e r  conversa t ion  with 
Colonel BARKER? 

A. I could have, sir ,  b u t  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  my s p e c i f i c  
conversat ion.  A s  I i n d i c a t e d  be fo re ,  Colonel HENDERSON was 
making an i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  I thought t h a t  it would probably be 
b e t t e r  t o  w a i t  and s e e  what t h e  r e s u l t s  of t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  
were. 

Q - And then  you d i d  g e t  t h e  r e s u l t s  of t h e  i n v e s t i g a ­
t i o n ,  and what were those  r e s u l t s ?  

A. To t h e  b e s t  of my knowledge and r e c o l l e c t i o n ,  t h e r e  
was no b a s i s  f o r  t h e  a l l e g a t i o n .  

9- That t h e r e  had n o t  been a confronta t ion?  

A. No, sir. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  any d i scuss ion  on t h e  con­
f r o n t a t i o n .  That t h e  a l l e g a t i o n  of t h e  f r i e n d l y  fo rces  engag­
i n g  t h e  noncombatants i n  a c r o s s f i r e  was n o t  t r u e ,  t h a t ' s  t o  
t h e  b e s t  of my knowledge, s i r .  

a.  C i v i l i a n s  had been k i l l e d ,  b u t  they  had no t  been 
k i l l e d  i n  a c r o s s f i r e ?  

A. There had been, a s  I r e c a l l ,  t h e r e  had been some 
c i v i l i a n s  k i l l e d  by a r t i l l e r y  f i r e ,  s ir .  

Q And t h i s  was t h e  r e p o r t  of Colonel HENDERSON, and 
d i d  you speak wi th  Colonel BARKER about t h a t ?  

A. I d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  I d i d ,  no, s i r .  

10: General  YOUNG, as i n d i c a t e d  on t h a t  s h e e t ,  according 
t o  previous tes t imony,  on o r  about 20 March Colonel HENDERSON 
d e l i v e r e d  h i s  o r a l  r e p o r t  t o  General KOSTER. On t h e  2 1 s t ,  Co­
l o n e l  HENDERSON w a s  involved i n  a grenade i n c i d e n t  i n  h i s  h e l i ­
cop te r  i n  which he was wounded i n  t h e  f o o t  and subsequently h i s  
l e g  w a s  pu t  i n  a c a s t  f o r  t h e  next  2 weeks o r  so.  Does t h i s  
b r i n g  back i n t o  focus any of your d i scuss ions  w i t h  Colonel HEN­
DERSON? 
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A. No, sir. I remember t h e  i n c i d e n t .  I can t e l l  you 
g e n e r a l l y  where it took p lace .  I remember t h e  f a c t  t h a t  he 
d i d  have h i s  l e g ,  almost from h i s  knee down, i n  a cast. 

Q W e l l ,  i f  he had prepared t h i s  w r i t t e n  r e p o r t  dur ing
t h e  time frame t h a t  he i n d i c a t e d  he prepared it, he would have 
s t i l l  been i n  a c a s t  a t  t h e  t ime of t h e  d e l i v e r y  of t h e  r e p o r t  
t o  t h e  commanding genera l .  Would you remember t h a t ,  him com­
i n g  i n t o  t h e  headquar ters  wi th  h i s  l e g  i n  a c a s t ?  

A. I d o n ' t  recall t h a t ,  sir.  I t ' s  very p o s s i b l e  he w a s  
i n  the  headquar ters  wi th  h i s  f o o t  i n  a c a s t .  I c a n ' t  t e l l  you 
t h e  t i m e  and d a t e  t h a t  he came t o  t h e  headquar ters  wi th  h i s  
f o o t  i n  a c a s t ,  i f  he came. The commanders normally came every 
5 t o  7 days. 

Q - A l l  r i g h t ,  moving on t o  some time i n  t h e  middle of  
A p r i l  o r  s h o r t l y  t h e r e a f t e r ,  General KOSTER is repor ted  t o  have 
v i s i t e d  with Colonel TOAN, t h e  d i v i s i o n  commander of t h e  2d ARVN c0 
Division. Colonel TOAN informed him of a l e t t e r  which he had U¶ 
r ece ived ,  which had a c t u a l l y  been addressed t o  t h e  province c h i e f ,  c*l 
b u t  he had rece ived  an informat ion  copy. He d iscussed  t h i s  par ­
t i c u l a r  l e t t e r  wi th  General KOSTER. Did General KOSTER d i s c u s s  
t h i s  wi th  you? Ln 

A. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  General KOSTER d i scuss ing  t h i s  l e t t e r  
wi th  me. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  d i scuss ing  it with Colonel TOAN. 

Q* This  i s  a l e t t e r  by t h e  d i s t r i c t  c h i e f ,  based upon 
a l e t t e r  from t h e  v i l l a g e  chief  of Son My t o  t h e  : e f f e c t  t h a t  
i n  about t h e  middle of  March a l a r g e  number of c i v i l i a n s  had 
been k i l l e d  i n  Tu Cung and Co Luy Hamlets of Son My Vi l l age .  
I t  i s  my understanding,  a s  previous ly  i n d i c a t e d ,  t h a t  Colonel 
TOAN gave General KOSTER a copy of t h i s .  

A .  I 'm n o t  aware of t h a t ,  s ir .  

Q This  i s  Exh ib i t  M - 3 4 ,  dated 11 A p r i l  1968 and has  
been en te red  i n t o  t h e  record  as  Exh ib i t  M-34.  On t h e  back you 
f i n d  t h e  Vietnamese ve r s ion .  You w i l l  n o t i c e  t h e  d i s t r i b u t i o n  
he re  and i n  the  d i s t r i b u t i o n  you w i l l  no te ,  i n  t h e  t r a n s l a t i o n ,  
a copy was s e n t  t o  t h e  2d ARVN Division headquar ters  and a copy 
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t o  MACV, Quang Ngai Sec tor .  Also,  a copy was s e n t  t o  Major, 
U . S .  Advisor, Son Tinh Subsector.  A t  t h i s  t ime General KOSTER 
was a l s o  acquainted with a p iece  of V i e t  Cong propaganda which 
1'11 r e f e r  t o  you, which is  an i n c l o s u r e  t o  Exh ib i t  R-1 .  I t  t akes  
two pages. T h i s  i s  a p iece  of propaganda which I r e f e r r e d  t o  
you previous ly .  D i d  General KOSTER show you t h e s e  documents? 

A. NO,  s i r .  He d i d  not .  

Q. You have no knowledge of him t a l k i n g  with General 
TOAN, Colonel TOAN, on t h i s  s u b j e c t  o r  any d i scuss ion  concerning 
a l e t t e r  from t h e  v i l l a g e  ch ie f  t o  t h e  d i s t r i c t  c h i e f ,  and on 
forward t o  t h e  province c h i e f ?  

A. I have none, sir.  

Q. O r  r e l a t i v e  t o  VC propaganda which a l l e g e s  t h a t  on 
15  March, i n  Son Tinh D i s t r i c t ,  t h e  American enemies used ma­
chineguns and every o t h e r  kind of weapcn t o  k i l l  5 0 0  people who 
had empty hands? 

A. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  any d i scuss ion  of t h i s  mat ter  a t  a l l .  

Q. Now from people t h a t  we have t a l k e d  t o ,  a s  I th ink  
was i n d i c a t e d  by M r .  MACCRATE, you were wel l  known by General 
TOAN, Colonel TOAN, and a l s o  by province.  A s  a mat ter  of f a c t ,  
we've had test imony,  inc luding  M r .  MAY, t h a t  i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  
you were t h e  one who c a r r i e d  on a g r e a t  d e a l  of t h e  bus iness  
with t h e  province and t h e  2d ARVN. Did you d i s c u s s  t h i s  ma t t e r  
with Colonel TOAN? 

A .  Not t o  my knowledge, General PEERS. I d i d n ' t  have 
near  a s  much dea l ing  with Colonel TOAN as  I d id  wi th  Colonel 
K H I E N ,  who I be l i eve  was t h e  province c h i e f ,  and M r .  MAY, 
because I t r i e d  t o  a s s i s t  province with a l o t  of t h e i r  l o g i s t i c a l  
support .  But I d o n ' t  have any r e c o l l e c t i o n  of ever  d i scuss ing  
t h i s  wi th  Colonel TOAN, d i v i s i o n  commander of t h e  2d ARVN 
Divis ion .  

Q. How about Colonel KHIEN? This  paper i s  a c t u a l l y  ad- 
dressed  t o  Colonel K H I E N .  

A. A s  I i n d i c a t e d  t o  you be fo re ,  I th ink  t h a t  Colonel 
GUINN mentioned t h i s  paper.  I do no t  ever  remember d i scuss ing  
t h i s  paper wi th  Colonel K H I E N ,  t h e  province c h i e f .  
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Q What d i d  Colonel GUINN say? You' 11 n o t i c e  h e ' s  a 
r e c i p i e n t  of t h i s  paper. 

A. As I i n d i c a t e d  be fo re ,  I th ink  that  t i m e - w i s e  I ' m  
s u r p r i s e d  a t  t h e  d a t e  here .  I t  appeared t o  m e  t o  be l a t e r ,  some 
t i m e  i n  May, t h a t  he had t o l d  m e  t h a t  t h e  province chief  had 
rece ived  a letter.  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  t h e  area .  I d i d  n o t  connect 
t h e  l e t t e r  wi th  t h e  a l l e g e d  i n c i d e n t .  To t h e  b e s t  of my recol ­
l e c t i o n ,  it concerned nor th  and e a s t  of  Quang Ngai City.  I do 
n o t  r e c a l l  any connection between t h i s  and t h e  a l l e g e d  i n c i d e n t  
on 16 March. 

Q - W e l l ,  d i d  he n o t  show you a copy of t h i s ?  

A. Not t o  my knowledge, he d i d  not ,  sir. He t o l d  m e  
t h a t  t h e  province ch ie f  had rece ived  a copy and t h a t  he was go­
i n g  t o  i n v e s t i g a t e  it. Now, I d o n ' t  know what took p lace ,  b u t  
I would con jec tu re  t h a t  t h e  province chief  went t o  t h e  2d ARVN 
Divis ion commander and asked him t o  i n v e s t i g a t e .  I ' m  j u s t  con­
j ec tu r ing  the re .  

Q 
t e r  of 

You a r e  conjec tur ing .  A t  a l a t e r  d a t e ,  on t h e  mat-
follow up, what d i d  Colonel G U I N N  t e l l  you was t h e  r e s u l t  

N of h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ?  You s a i d  he was going t o  i n v e s t i g a t e  it. 

A. The province chief  was going t o  i n v e s t i g a t e  it. 

Q But you s a i d  Colonel G U I N N .  

A. No, s i r ,  I meant, t o  the  b e s t  o f  my r e c o l l e c t i o n ,  
Colonel G U I N N  t o l d  me t h a t  the  province chief  was going t o  in ­
v e s t i g a t e  it. I would con jec tu re  t h a t  the province chief  went 
t o  Colonel TOAN and asked him t o  i n v e s t i g a t e  it. 

Q W e l l ,  we know t h e  sequence is  j u s t  oppos i t e  from 
t h a t .  Colonel TOAN t o l d  Colonel K H I E N  t o  i n v e s t i g a t e  it. 

A. A s  I s a i d ,  I ' m  j u s t  conjec tur ing .  There were some 
o t h e r  occasions t h a t  always appeared t o  me t h a t  Colonel TOm 
d i d  most of t h e  investigzr-Ling, inost of t h e  work. Colonel KiiXZN 
leaned heav i ly  on Colonel TOAN. That was my impression. 

Q- A t  t h a t  t ime he was under him. He rece ived  i n s t r u c ­
t i o n s  from him. Did you mention the  f a c t  t o  General  KOSTER t h a t  
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you had been informed of t h i s  a l l e g a t i o n  by t h e  d i s t r i c t  ch ie f  
t o  t h e  province ch ie f  t h a t  a l a r g e  number of c i v i l i a n s  had been 
k i l l e d  i n  Son My Vil lage?  

A. To the  b e s t  of my knowledge and r e c o l l e c t i o n ,  1 in ­
formed General KOSTER of what Colonel G U I N N  had informed me, which 
was t o  t h e  e f f e c t  t h a t  t h e  province chief  had rece ived  a l e t t e r  
from the  v i l l a g e  ch ie f  i n d i c a t i n g  t h a t  a number of innocent  c i ­
v i l i a n s  had been k i l l e d  nor th  and e a s t  of Quang Ngai Ci ty .  But 
a s  I s a i d  be fo re ,  t o  my r e c o l l e c t i o n ,  t h i s  was l a t e r ,  and n o t  
mid-April o r  thereabouts .  

Q - Colonel TOAN d i r e c t e d  t h i s  on t h e  15th  of Apr i l .  
When you t o l d  t h i s  t o  General KOSTER, what d i d  he say? 

A. I d o n ' t  have any s p e c i f i c  r e c o l l e c t i o n  of anything 
t h a t  he  s a i d ,  s ir .  

Q Did he t e l l  you that he a l ready knew t h a t ?  

A. Not t o  my knowledge, he d i d  n o t ,  s i r .  

Q. Doesn ' t  it seem s t r a n g e  t h a t  an a l l e g a t i o n  of t h i s  
p a r t i c u l a r  magnitude which K H I E N  has  from a v i l l a g e  chief  t o  t h e  
d i s t r i c t  c h i e f ,  t h a t  you would n o t  demand t o  s e e  t h e  paper and 
have something done about i t ?  I t ' s  a s e r i o u s  a l l e g a t i o n ,  a very 
s e r i o u s  a l l e g a t i o n  a g a i n s t  U . S .  f o rces .  

A. A t  t h e  t ime i t  d i d n ' t  s t r i k e  me as  be ing  s t r ange .  
Looking back on it, I can s e e  it was s t r a n g e ,  and w e  should very 
poss ib ly  have dug i n t o  it deeper than  we d id .  

Q- Was t h e r e  any d i scuss ion  by Colonel G U I N N  t o  t h e  e f ­
f e c t  t h a t  t h i s  is  r e a l l y  nothing b u t  VC propaganda? 

A. No, s i r .  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  t h e r e  was. Not t h i s  l e t t e r  
h e r e ,  

Q. T h a t ' s  t h e  l e t t e r  t h a t  we know t h a t  Colonel G U I N N  
had, 

A. A s  I s a i d  bekore,  according t o  my own r e c o l l e c t i o n ,  
t h i s  was a longer  pe r iod  of t ime than  m i d - ~ p r i l .  But ev iden t ly  
it was about  m i d - ~ p r i l .  
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Q .  W e l l ,  t h i s  i s  when t h e  papers  came i n ,  about t h i s  
t i m e ,  o r  maybe a l i t t l e  b i t  a f t e r  t h e  middle of t h e  month. When 
Colonel TOAN came t o  General  KOSTER, I would ask i f  you r e c a l l  
General  KOSTER w r i t i n g  a d i r e c t i v e  t o  Colonel HENDERSON saying  
something t o  t h e  e f f e c t  t h a t  Colonel TOAN had informed him of a 
s e r i o u s  a l l e g a t i o n ?  

A. N o ,  sir. I do no t  recall t h a t .  

Q .  A f t e r  d i r e c t i n g  t h a t  Colonel HENDERSON conduct an 
i n v e s t i g a t i o n ?  

A. S i r ,  I do n o t  recall t h a t .  

Q I w i l l  show you t h e  b a s i c  r e p o r t  of 24 A p r i l  again.  
You w i l l  see t h a t  i t ' s  d i r e c t e d  s o l e l y  a t  t h i s  paper.  I t  has 
no o r i e n t a t i o n  toward t h e  a l l e g a t i o n  made by Warrant O f f i c e r  
THOMPSON. You can see it on t h e  f i r s t  page of  t h e  e x h i b i t  t h a t  
you have. I ' d  l i k e  t o  come back t o  t h i s  s ta tement .  Had you 
seen  t h i s  before?  

A. S i r ,  I s a w  t h i s  h e r e  a t  your headquar ters .  

Q You had n o t  seen it i n  headquarters  of t h e  America1 
Divis ion? 

A. To t h e  b e s t  of my knowledge and r e c o l l e c t i o n  I 
s a w  t h i s  when I appeared before  your board be fo re .  

Q But never a s  an independent document o r  never as 
p a r t  of a r e p o r t  of 2 4  Apr i l ?  

A. No, s ir ,  r:ot t o  my knowledge and r e c o l l e c t i o n .  I 
s a w  t h i s  when you showed it t o  m e ,  I th ink  on t h e  1 3 t h  o r  t h e  
23rd of December. 

Q.  About t h i s  t i m e ,  General YOUNG, t h e r e  was q u i t e  a 
stir  of a c t i v i t y  i n  headquar ters  of t h e  Americal Divis ion  ac­
cording t o  testimony t h a t  we've rece ived .  There were a l s o  some 
f requen t  te lephone c a l l s  between headquarters  of t h e  Americal 
Divis ion ,  t h e  province,  and t o  t h e  2d ARVN Divis ion.  Individ ­
u a l s ,  i nc lud ing  yourse l f  and a l s o  General KOSTER, went t o  Quang 
Ngai C i ty  and t h a t  a rea .  Colonel PARSON w a s  r epor ted  t o  have 
been down i n  t h e  a rea .  M r .  MAY and Colonel GUINN were r epor ted  
t o  have a l s o  been i n  t h e  headquar ters  of t h e  A m e r i c a l  ~ i v i s i o n .  
A Colonel HUTTER and o t h e r s  were r epor ted  t o  have been. Can you 
exp la in  t h i s  upsurge of a c t i v i t y  between t h e  Americal ~ i v i s i o n  
and Quang Ngai Ci ty  about t h i s  t ime,  along about t h e  middle of 
May, when t h i s  paper i s  coming i n t o  being. 
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A. S i r ,  I can r e c a l l  no upsurge i n  t h e  a c t i v i t y  be­
tween t h e  2d ARVN Divis ion ,  Quang Ngai Province,  and t h e  
~ m e r i c a lDivis ion  a t  t h i s  time. A s  I mentioned be fo re ,  I 
f requen t ly  v i s i t e d  the  ~ r o v i n c ec h i e f ,  M r .  MAY, h i s  people. 
I d i d  everyth ing  I poss ib ly  could w i t h i n  my resources  t o  as ­
s i s t  them i n  t h e i r  endeavor. I can r e c a l l  no s p e c i f i c  up­
surge i n  a c t i v i t y  between t h e s e  t h r e e  p a r t i e s .  

Q Going back t o  your d i scuss ion  wi th  Colonel G U I N N  
concerning t h i s  document, d id  he show you t h i s  document? 

A. NO, s i r ,  n o t  t o  my knowledge. H e  d i d  not .  

Q m y  do you suppose he wouldn ' t  have? 

A. I d o n ' t  know, s ir .  I c a n ' t  answer t h a t  ques t ion .  

Q. Well, h e r e ' s  a most s e r i o u s  a l l e g a t i o n .  We s t a r t  

t a l k i n g  about 490 people k i l l e d  by t h e  Americans on t h e  16 th ,  

and he t e l l s  you about it, b u t  doesn ' t ' show it t o  you? 


A. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  t h a t  he used any s p e c i f i c  numbers. 

He t o l d  me t h a t  it was rece ived  and t h a t  t h e r e  was an a l l e ­ 

g a t i o n  made. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  him us ing  any s p e c i f i c  numbers. I 

d o n ' t  r e c a l l  him using any s p e c i f i c  l o c a t i o n .  I r e c a l l  it be­

i n g  t o  t h e  nor th  and e a s t  of Quang Ngai Ci ty .  


Q - Tha t ' s  what we a r e  t a l k i n g  about.  Did General KOS­
TER ever  t a l k  t o  you about h i s  v i s i t  w i th  Colonel KHIEN, o r  
d i d  Colonel HENDERSON ever  t a l k  t o  you about h i s  v i s i t  with 
Colonel K H E I N  concerning the  paper t h a t  G U I N N  had? 

A. That  General KOSTER had wi th  Colonel KHIEN? Colo­
n e l  HENDERSON o r  both? 

Q E i t h e r  o r  both? 

A. I dontt r e c a l l  any d i scuss ion  between General KOSTER 
and myself about t h i s  ma t t e r ,  s i r .  I know t h a t  General KOSTER 
v i s i t e d  Colonel TOAN occas ional ly  and Colonel KHEIN. 

Q. Well, i f  we t h i n k  through t h i s  t h i n g ,  we've gone
through t h i s  opera t ion  which you were f r ank ly  somewhat dubious 
about,  t h i s  body count of 128 versus 3 weapons t o  the  p o i n t  where 
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you t a l k e d  t o  t h e  d i v i s i o n  commander. We a l s o  had an a l l e g a t i o n  
of a complaint by a  warrant  o f f i c e r  i n t o  t h i s  a r e a .  Then we ' r e  
g e t t i n g  a r e p o r t  from t h e  v i l l a g e  chief  through t h e  d i s t r i c t  
ch ie f  t o  t h e  province ch ie f  complaining of a l a r g e  number of V i e t ­
namese having been k i l l e d  i n  t h i s  a rea .  You never p u t  t h i s  t o ­
ge the r  t o  g e t  a f e e l  f o r  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  something unusual had taken 
p lace  i n  t h a t  a rea?  

A. No, sir.  I d i d  not .  

Q- Now, i n  your previous testimony when you t a l k e d  about  
Inc losure  1 t o  Exh ib i t  R-1  i n  h e r e ,  you i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  you w e r e  
f a m i l i a r  wi th  it from your d i scuss ion  wi th  Colonel G U I N N .  I ' d  
l i k e  you t o  go on a l i t t l e  b i t  more i n  d e t a i l .  What d i d  Colonel 
G U I N N  t e l l  you about t h a t  s ta tement?  

A. To t h e  b e s t  of my knowledge and r e c o l l e c t i o n ,  on one 
of my v i s i t s  t o  t h e  Quang Ngai Province, Colonel G U I N N  i n  our  
d i scuss ion  s t a t e d  t o  m e  t h a t  the  province chief  had rece ived  a 
l e t t e r  from t h e  v i l l a g e  ch ie f  concerning t h e  Americans k i l l i n g  
c i v i l i a n s .  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  any number being given. I d o n ' t  
r e c a l l  t he  v i l l a g e s  being s t a t e d .  I do r e c a l l ,  t o  t h e  b e s t  o f  
my r e c o l l e c t i o n ,  it was conducted north and e a s t  of Quang Ngai 
City.  A s  I s a i d  be fo re ,  I thought this conversa t ion  took p lace  
l a t e r  i n  A p r i l  o r  i n  May, and no t  the  time i n t e r v a l  between 16 
March, which was g r e a t e r  than  i n d i c a t e d  here .  That  is t o  t h e  
b e s t  of  my r e c o l l e c t i o n  t h e  conversat ion t h a t  took p lace .  I 
informed General KOSTER of  my conversat ion and t h e  information 
I had rece ived  from Colonel G U I N N .  That i s  t h e  b e s t  of my 
r e c o l l e c t i o n ,  s ir .  

Q. Concerning t h i s  p iece  of paper here ,  you had ind i ­
c a t ed  t h a t  you were f a m i l i a r  with it through a r e p o r t  from Colo­
n e l  G U I N N .  Who prepcred t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  p iece  of paper? 

A .  I d o n ' t  know who prepared t h i s  p iece  of paper ,  s ir .  

Q. A f t e r  you advised General KOSTER of t h i s ,  what d id  
he say and what i n s t r u c t i o n s  d i d  he i s s u e ?  You have an a l l e ­
g a t i o n  of Americans k i l l i n g  c i v i l i a n s .  What i n s t r u c t i o n s  were 
i s sued  t o  a l l a y  t h e s e  a l l e g a t i o n s ?  

Q I can r e c a l l  t h a t  he  accepted t h i s  a s  information.  
I do n o t  r e c a l l  any i n s t r u c t i o n s  t h a t  he i s sued .  
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a.  You're f a m i l i a r  with General WESTMORELAND'S and every ­
body's g r e a t  concern about t h e  k i l l i n g  and t h e  t r ea tmen t ,  and 
t h e  handl ing of noncombatants. When an a l l e g a t i o n  of t h e  k i l l ­
ing of Vietnamese and s o  f o r t h  comes i n  such a s  t h i s ,  nothing 
i s  done wi th  t h e  information? 

A.  I can r e c a l l  no i ssuance  of i n s t r u c t i o n s  t o  me o r  
anyone e l s e .  

Q Did you i s s u e  any i n s t r u c t i o n s  t o  Colonel GUINN t o  
i n s u r e  t h a t  t h i s  w a s  probably repor ted  through Corps channels? 

A. 	  No, sir .  I d i d  no t .  

Q = Was t h e r e  any r e p o r t  of t h i s  made a t  d i v i s i o n  head­
q u a r t e r s  t o  t b e  e f f e c t  t h a t  such an a l l e g a t i o n  had been made by 
t h e  v i l l a g e  o r  t h e  d i s t r i c t  c h i e f ?  

A .  	  Not t o  my knowledge, s i r .  

MR MACCRATE: Did Colonel G U I N N  t e l l  you what he w a s  doing about 
t h e  d i s t r i c t  c h i e f ' s  l e t t e r ?  

A. 	  The v i l l a g e  c h i e f ' s  l e t t e r ?  

Q. 	 The d i s t r i c t , c h i e f l s  l e t t e r .  That l e t t e r ,  y o u ' l l  
n o t i c e ,  i s  from t h e  d i s t r i c t  ch ief  t o  t h e  province c h i e f .  Did 
he t e l l  you what he was doing about t h a t  l e t t e r ?  

A. 	  Not t h a t  I r e c a l l ,  M r .  MACCRATE. 

Q H e  t o l d  you about t h e  l e t t e r ,  b u t  d i d n ' t  say a word 
about what he was doing o r  had done? 

A .  Not what he was doing. To t h e  b e s t  of my knowledge, 
he t o l d  m e  t h a t  t h e  province chief  was going t o  i n v e s t i g a t e  it. 

Q-	 And he d i d n ' t  say a word about what he was doing? 

A. 	  Not t h a t  I r e c a l l ,  s ir .  

Q 	 I wish you would t h i n k  hard about t h a t .  

I ' m  t h ink ing  hard ,  sir. 
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Q Because when you have a man t e l l  you about  a document 
i n  t h e  p o s i t i o n  of Colonel GUINN t o  y o u r s e l f ,  s ir ,  and he i s  do­
i n g  something abou t it, it i s  very s t r a n g e  indeed t h a t  he wouldn ' t  
s h a r e  wi th  you, o r  a t  l e a s t  a sk ,  what he should do about  it. 

A. I cannot  recall what he t o l d  m e  t h a t  he was doing 
about it, s i r ,  o t h e r  than  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e  province  c h i e f  
was going t o  look i n t o  t h e  ma t t e r .  

I0: Frankly,  General  YOUNG, it s e e m s  very improbable t o  
m e  t h a t  you as an e f f i c i e n t  and e f f e c t i v e  a s s i s t a n t  d i v i s i o n  com­
mander could have had somebody t e l l  you t h a t  he had rece ived  a 
l e t t e r ,  and t e l l  you something about t h e  c o n t e n t s ,  w i thou t  you 
having seen  t h e  c o n t e n t s  because t h e  f i r s t  q u e s t i o n  is  "Where's 
t h e  l e t t e r ? "  

A. General  PEERS, t o  t h e  b e s t  of my knowledge and re­
c o l l e c t i o n ,  I d i d  n o t  see t h a t  l e t t e r .  

Q. I t h i n k  you can see t h e  problem t h a t  w e  g e t  i n t o  h e r e  
i n  a d i s c u s s i o n  such as t h i s .  An o f f i c e r  such as y o u r s e l f ,  and 
knowing t h a t  an o f f i c e r  t a l k s  about  a document, o u t  o f  t h e  blue- ­
t h a t  d o e s n ' t  sound r i g h t  a t  a l l .  You would want t o  know. How 
many Americans w e r e  k i l l e d ?  Where w e r e  they? How w e r e  they 
k i l l e d ?  I know what you would have asked. 

A. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  t h a t  I asked those  q u e s t i o n s ,  sir. 

Q I t  says  i n  t h a t  document where they w e r e  k i l l e d ,  how 
many w e r e  k i l l e d ,  and when they  were k i l l e d .  

(Witness gave a  nega t ive  response.)  

MR MACCRATE: What in format ion  d i d  you t a k e  t o  General  KOSTER 
about i t ?  

A.  A s  I s t a t e d ,  s i r ,  t h e  informat ion ,  t o  t h e  b e s t  of 
my knowledge, t h a t  I ob ta ined  from GUINN t o  t h e  e f f e c t  t h a t  t h e  
province ch ief  had r ece ived  a l e t t e r  i n d i c a t i n g  t h a t  Americans 
had k i l l e d  c i v i l i a n s  i n  t h a t  a r e a ,  l o c a t i o n  n o r t h e a s t  of Quang 
Ngai C i ty .  I d o n ' t  recall  any names o r  t h e  number of people  in ­
volved,  and I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  i f  I informed General KOSTER of any 
numbers involved ,  o r  t h e  names of t h e  v i l l a g e s ,  o t h e r  than  it 
was l o c a t e d  nor th  and e a s t  of Quang Ngai Ci ty .  
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a - How d i d  it a r i s e  t o  anything more than i r r e l e v a n t  
goss ip  a t  t h a t  time? I t  i s n ' t  r e l a t e d  t o  anything? You h a d n ' t  
g o t t e n  s u f f i c i e n t  information from Colonel G U I N N  a t  t h a t  p o i n t  
t h a t  would seem t o  me t o  make it worthy of pass ing  it on t o  t h e  
commanding genera l .  D idn ' t  you g e t  anything from Colonel GUINN? 
Didn ' t  you ask him f o r  anything on paper? 

A. No, sir .  I d i d  not.  Not t h a t  I r e c a l l .  I d id  n o t  
ask him f o r  a copy of t h e  l e t t e r .  This was brought  up i n  t h e  
d i scuss ion ,  and I d o n ' t  t h i n k  t h i s  was t h e  only t o p i c  t h a t  w e  
d iscussed  during t h e  meeting when I was t h e r e  wi th  Colonel G U I N N .  

I0: Who else was p resen t?  

A. I d o n t t  r e c a l l ,  s ir .  We met i n  t h e  back, normally, 
of the  province headquar ters  and t h e r e  a r e  some c h a i r s  and a s o f a  
s e t  up t h e r e .  And t h e r e  could have been someone e l s e  p r e s e n t ,  
b u t  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  who was p r e s e n t ,  s i r .  

Q- Did Colonel G U I N N  about this t i m e  make any mention 
about g e t t i n g  a  b a t t a l i o n  i n  t h e  America1 Divis ion? 

A. I t h i n k  he  made mention of t h i s  b e f o r e  t h i s  occasion,  
sir. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  exac t ly  when he f i r s t  approached on t h e  ba t -  
t a l i o n  s i t u a t i o n .  It does appear t o  me t h a t  he had some d i f f i -  
c u l t y  i n  g e t t i n g  r e l e a s e d  from MACV. I b e l i e v e ,  t h a t  he replaced  
Colonel BEERS sometime i n  June. I n  t h e  meantime, he had gone 
home f o r  s e v e r a l  weeks. 

Q- That  p a r t  i s  about c o r r e c t .  He a c t u a l l y  took over  
t h e  b a t t a l i o n  on t h e  4th of Ju ly .  

MR MACCRATE: What d i d  Colonel G U I N N  i n d i c a t e  as h i s  a t t i t u d e  
about t h i s ?  Was he concerned about i t ?  

A. I t h i n k  it would be b e t t e r  t o  s t a t e ,  M r .  MACCRATE, 
t h a t  he may have passed t h a t  information t o  me t h a t  t h e  prov-- 
i n c e  chief  had rece ived .  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  any g r e a t  concern ex­
pressed by Colonel G U I N N  when he t o l d  me t h i s  information.  I 
d o n ' t  r e c a l l  t h a t  he  l inked  up t h i s  informat ion  wi th  t h e  a l l e g e d  
i n c i d e n t  on 16 March. I don' t know whether he had known about 
t h e  a l l e g e d  i n c i d e n t  on 16 March. H e  may have. 
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Q He knew t h a t  Task Force Barker was opera t ing  
o u t  t h e r e  on 16 March. 

A.  I ' m  s u r e  he d id .  He knew where Task Force 
Barker was loca ted .  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  s ee ing  him a t  Task 
Force Barke,r. 
Q - They were t h e  ones respons ib le  f o r  ob ta in ing  
t h e  A 0  c learance  i n  t t h e  2d ARVN Divis ion,  the  advisors .  

(Witness gave a  negat ive  response. ) 

MR WALSH: I ' d  j u s t  l i k e  t o  ask,  General, when you heard  
t h i s ,  d i d n ' t  you put  t o g e t h e r  i n  your mind this a l l e g a t i o n  
wi th  t h e  opera t ion  on t h a t  d a t e ,  and t h e  high body count ,  
a l l  t h e  low weapons r a t i o ?  Wasn't t h e r e  any d i scuss ion  
of t h i s  when you repor ted  the f a c t  of t h i s  l e t t e r  t o  
General KOSTER? 

A. No, sir ,  M r .  WALSH, t o  the  b e s t  of my knowledge 
and r e c o l l e c t i o n ,  I never t i e d  t h e s e  two f a c t o r s  toge the r .  
I th ink  t h e  reason was t h a t  I was under t h e  impression t h a t  
t h e  t ime length  was g r e a t e r ,  and I d i d n ' t  t i e  them 
toge the r .  

MR MACCRATE: I understand, General YOUNG, t h a t  you have 
previous ly  i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  you d i d  hea r  about t h i s  re­
p o r t  of i n v e s t i g a t i o n  of 24 A p r i l  and t h a t  you had been 
t o l d  about t h a t ?  

A. I had been t o l d ,  M r .  MACCRATE, t h a t  t h e  
d i v i s i o n  commander had rece ived  t h e  r e p o r t .  

Q =  And t h a t  r e p o r t  says  r i g h t  i n  it, ''Son Tinh 
D i s t r i c t  ch ief  does n o t  g ive  t h e  a l l e g a t i o n s  any importance. 
He pointed ou t  t h a t  t h e  two hamlets where t h e  i n c i d e n t s  
a r e  a l l eged  t o  have happened a r e  i n  an a r e a  c o n t r o l l e d  by 
t h e  VC s i n c e  1964. " N o w ,  t h i s  is t a l k i n g  about t h i s  l e t t e r  
t h a t  Colonel G U I N N  spoke t o  you about,  t h e  a l l e g a t i o n s  con­
t a i n e d  i n  t h a t  l e t t e r .  

Here i s  a r e p o r t  t h a t  you understood came i n  
t o  General KOSTER r e l a t i n g  t o  those  very a l l e g a t i o n s  and 
i n  the  preceding paragraph t a l k i n g  about t h e  o p e r a t i o n  of 
16 March, and y e t  you say t h a t  you never l i n k e d  these  th ings  
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t oge the r .  Everyone else seems t o  have l inked  them to ­
g e t h e r  and had no d i f f i c u l t y :  Colonel K H I E N ,  Colonel 
TOAN, Colonel HENDERSON, Colonel G U I N N  and General KOS­
TER. They a l l  had no d i f f i c u l t y  i n  l i n k i n g  these  t h i n g s  
toge the r .  

(Witness gave a negat ive  response.)  

I n  connection wi th  t h e  s ta tement  of 1 4  A p r i l ,  
t h e  f i r s t  paragraph express ly  s t a t e s  t h a t  it is i n  r e fe rence  
t o  t h e  l e t t e r  da ted  11 A p r i l  1968. Have you any explanat ion  
as t o  how t h i s  s ta tement  could come i n t o  d i v i s i o n  head­
q u a r t e r s  wi th  t h i s  r e p o r t  and no reques t  be made f o r  a 
copy of t h e  11 A p r i l  l e t t e r ?  

A. No, s ir .  I have no explanat ion .  

Q Have you any explanat ion  a s  t o  why an unsigned 
s t a t ement ,  without  any i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  a s  t o  i t s  source ,  
purpor t ing  t o  be an eva lua t ion  of t h e  d i s t r i c t  c h i e f ' s  
r e a c t i o n  t o  t h e  v i l l a g e  c h i e f ' s  r e p o r t ,  would be accepted 
a t  d i v i s i o n  headquarters  without  any ques t ions  asked? 

A. No, sir. I have no explanat ion .  

Q. Is t h e r e  anything i n  what Colonel G U I N N  s a i d  
t o  you t h a t  would suggest  i n  any way t h a t  he w a s  p repar ing  
such a s ta tement  a s  t h i s  s ta tement  of 1 4  Apr i l?  

A.  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  t h a t  he i n d i c a t e d  t o  me t h a t  
he w a s  p repar ing  a s ta tement ,  s i r .  

Q. O r  t h a t  he w a s  having one prepared f o r  him? 

A.  O r  t h a t  he was having someone prepare  it f o r  
h i m .  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  t h i s .  

10: O r  t h a t  he had asked t o  have it i n v e s t i g a t e d ?  
H e ,  Colonel G U I I N ,  had asked t o  have it i n v e s t i g a t e d  and 
checked i n t o ?  

A. A s  I i n d i c a t e d  b e f o r e ,  s i r ,  t o  t h e  b e s t  of my 
knowledge and r e c o l l e c t i o n ,  he t o l d  me t h a t  t h e  province 
ch ie f  was going t o  i n v e s t i g a t e  it. I do n o t  r e c a l l  t h a t  
he was going t o  i n v e s t i g a t e  it. 
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Q. With r e s p e c t  t o  t h i s  r e p o r t ,  General YOUNG, 
t h e  r e p o r t  i s  da ted  2 4  A p r i l  (Exh ib i t  R - 1 ) .  Was t h i s  
r e p o r t  c a l l e d  t o  your a t t e n t i o n  when it w a s  d e l i v e r e d  t o  
headquarters?  

A.  Not t o  t h e  b e s t  of my r e c o l l e c t i o n ;  it w a s  
n o t ,  sir. 

Q. Do you r e c a l l ,  and I b e l i e v e  it shows on t h e  
even t  s h e e t  t h a t  I prepared f o r  you, on t h e  27th General 
KOSTER departed and you were i n  command of t h e  d i v i s i o n  
f o r  about 10 days u n t i l  about t h e  7th of May? Did Colonel 
PARSON o r  anybody mention t o  you t h e  f a c t  t h a t  General  
KOSTER mentioned p r i o r  t o  h i s  depar tu re  t h a t  he had rece ived  
such a r e p o r t ?  Did Colonel PARSON come t o  you and ask you 
f o r  i n s t r u c t i o n s  on what t o  do with i t ?  

A.  Not t o  my knowledge, sir.  To my knowledge, 
Colonel HENDERSON d e l i v e r e d  t h i s  r e p o r t  t o  General KOSTER. 
I d o n ' t  know when it was. I thought it was be fo re  General 
KOSTER went on R&R. You've i n d i c a t e d  and e x t r a c t e d  from 
General KOSTER's testimony t h a t  it w a s  a f t e r  he re turned .  

Q. He i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  he thought he looked a t  it 
a f t e r  he r e tu rned .  

A. I do n o t  r e c a l l  t h i s  r e p o r t  coming i n  dur ing  
h i s  absence,  nor  do I r e c a l l  g iv ing  any i n s t r u c t i o n s  t o  
Colonel PARSON about t h e  r e p o r t .  My understanding and my 
r e c o l l e c t i o n  i s  t h a t  t h i s  w a s  handed by Colonel HENDERSON 
t o  General KOSTER. 

&. What d i d  General KOSTER t e l l  you about t h e  
r e p o r t ?  

A .  H e  t o l d  me he had rece ived  a  w r i t t e n  r e p o r t  
from Colonel HENDERSON. I thought he was t a l k i n g  about 
t h e  o r a l  r e p o r t ,  and t h a t  t h e  o r a l  r e p o r t  had been placed 
i n  w r i t i n g  and rece ived .  There w a s  no b a s i s  f o r  any 
a l l e g a t i o n  o r  words t o  t h i s  e f f e c t .  

Q. You can s e e  by no s t r e t c h  of t h e  imaginat ion t h a t  
t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  r e p o r t  would be r e l a t e d  t o  t h e  o r a l  r e p o r t .  

A .  Y e s ,  sir. 
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Q. They a r e n ' t  r e l a t e d .  They a r e  two s e p a r a t e  
a c t s .  One has t o  do with t h e  a l l e g a t i o n  of a warrant  
o f f i c e r .  The o t h e r  has  t o  do wi th  t h e  a l l e g a t i o n  which 
had t o  do wi th  t h a t  of t h e  v i l l a g e  ch ie f  t o  t h e  d i s t r i c t  
c h i e f  t o  t h e  province chief  and t o  t h e  commanding o f f i c e r  
of t h e  2d ARVN Divis ion.  Did he show you t h a t  r e p o r t  a t  
t h a t  time? 

A .  Not t o  my knowledge, a t  t h a t  time. I saw t h i s  
r e p o r t  when I repor ted  be fo re  your panel .  I b e l i e v e  you 
showed it t o  me on 13 December. To t h e  b e s t  of my knowledge 
t h a t ' s  when I saw t h i s  document da ted  24 A p r i l  (Exhib i t  R - 1 ) .  

Q I can r e c a l l  q u i t e  v i v i d l y  General KOSTER when 
we were t a l k i n g  about t h i s  paper wi th  him, about t h e  head­
q u a r t e r s .  I can v i s u a l i z e  it myself. He explained it t o  
us and t h e  genera l  w a s  s i t t i n g  r i g h t  t h e r e ,  and we were 
d i scuss ing  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  paper.  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  T h a t ' s  what you read  me i n  h i s  
testimony . 
Q What I ' m  t e l l i n g  you i s  c o n s i s t a n t  wi th  what 
I read  be fo re .  What d i d  he say about t h i s ,  any a d d i t i o n a l  
ac t ion?  

A.  Not t o  my knowledge, s ir .  He appeared t o  
accep t  it. To t h e  b e s t  of my knowledge and r e c o l l e c t i o n ,  
t h e r e  was no d i r e c t i v e  i s sued  a s  a r e s u l t  of t h e  r e c e i p t  
of t h i s  p i e c e  of paper he re .  

Q. Having seen t h a t  p iece  of paper ,  and now knowing 
what t h e  s i t u a t i o n  i s ,  do you cons ider  t h a t  s ta tement  
t o  be anywhere near  s a t i s f a c t o r y  and responding t o  an 
a l l e g a t i o n  of t h i s  magnitude? 

A.  Which s ta tement ,  s i r ?  

Q. The s ta tement  t h a t  i s  shown on t h e  i n c l o s u r e  
1 t o  E x h i b i t  R-1. 

A. I c a n ' t  answer t h e  ques t ion ,  General PEERS. I 
d o n ' t  know where t h i s  s ta tement  came from. I d o n ' t  know 
who made t h i s  s ta tement .  
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Q. But t h e  a l l e g a t i o n ,  it does s t a t e  very c l e a r l y  
t h a t  t h e  v i l l a g e  ch ie f  and t h e  d i s t r i c t  ch ief  have a l l e g e d  
t h a t  490 c i v i l i a n s  were k i l l e d  by Americans on 1 6  March. 
I r r e s p e c t i v e  of w h ~ e v e rwrote t h a t ,  t o  t r y  t o  w r i t e  it o f f  
a s  VC propaganda i s  t o t a l l y  unacceptable ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  s i n c e  
you do no t .have  t h e  l e t t e r  of 11 Apri l .  Unless you have t h e  
l e t t e r  of 11 A p r i l ,  t h i s  paper can i n  e f f e c t  become a white ­
wash, a coverup. General ,  i n  your d i scuss ions  wi th  General 
KOSTER, w a s  he p leased  o r  s a t i s f i e d  with t h i s  r e p o r t ?  

A. I d o n ' t  recall General KOSTER i n d i c a t i n g  any 
d i s s a t i s f a c t i o n  with it, sir .  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  t h a t  he 
i n d i c a t e d  o r  i s s u e d  any i n s t r u c t i o n s  a s  a r e s u l t  of re ­
c e iv ing  t h i s  r e p o r t .  

Q. He made it very c l e a r  t o  us ,  General YOUNG, 
t h a t  he found t h i s  r e p o r t  most u n s a t i s f a c t o r y .  He d i r e c t e d  
t h a t  a formal i n v e s t i g a t i o n  be made and he assumed t h a t  
h i s  s t a f f  w a s  going t o  do it. 

A .  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  a d i r e c t i v e ,  sir. I am n o t  saying  
t h a t  he  d i d n ' t  d i r e c t  somebody t o  do it, b u t  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  
t h a t  d i r e c t i v e .  

&. Do you r e c a l l  ever  having again performed t h e  
func t ion  of r e l a y i n g  t h e  i n s t r u c t i o n s  from t h e  commanding 
genera l  t o  Colonel HENDERSON t o  conduct a formal i n v e s t i ­
g a t ion?  

A. No, s i r .  I r e c a l l  r e l a y i n g  i n s t r u c t i o n s  t o  Colonel 
HENDERSON i n  t h e  van, on,  I thought ,  17 March, t h e  day 
fol lowing t h e  opera t ion .  From t h e  log it appears t o  be 
18 March, which could be i n  e r r o r .  I th ink  t h e  log  could 
be i n  e r r o r .  V e r y  douh t fu i ,  b u t  it could be. 

Q. You would have had a hard  t ime g e t t i n g  t h e  people 
t h e r e  on t h e  17th.  That would be t h e  problem. Did you ever  
s e e  a w r i t t e n  r e p o r t  t h a t  came i n t o  t h e  headquarters?  A 
formal r e p o r t ?  

A. No, sir. 

Q. Along about  t h e  time of 20 May? 
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A. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  Major EARLE1s name offhand,  s ir .  

Q Major EARLE w a s  t h e  G 2  advisor  of t h e  2d ARVN 
Divis ion ,  an i n t e l l i g e n c e  o f f i c e r ,  a r a t h e r  t a l l  chap. Here 
is t h e  ques t ion  t h a t  w a s  posed t o  him, and I ,quote: 

"MR MACCRATE: Major EARLE, you have t o l d  us t h a t  
you heard from Colonel GUINN about t h e  VC propa­
ganda l e a f l e t ,  t h a t  you heard from Colonel GUINN 
something about t h e  d i s t r i c t  c h i e f ' s  r e p o r t ,  t h a t  
you heard from Colonel G U I N N  t h a t  t h e  province 
ch ie f  had someone looking i n t o  it, t h a t  you heard 
from Colonel GUINN t h a t  he was pass ing  it up 
through h i s  channels ,  and t h a t  you f i n a l l y  heard 
from Colonel G U I N N  t h a t  he was seeking a d d i t i o n a l  
information about t h i s  ma t t e r .  You s a i d  a l l  
t h e s e  t h i n g s  t o  us  t h i s  af ternoon.  

"A. Y e s  , sir. 

"Q. Now I ' v e  noted them down as  you s a i d  them. 
Have you any f u r t h e r  r e c o l l e c t i o n  of what Colonel 
GUINN s a i d  t o  you o t h e r  than  t h e s e  t h i n g s  t h a t  
I ' v e  j u s t  l i s t e d  t o  you? 

"A. No, sir. I d o n ' t  have any a d d i t i o n a l  i n f o r ­
mation. 

"Q. Have you anything t h a t  you can t e l l  us having 
heard t h e s e  f i v e  th ings  of Colonel G U I N N  a s  t o  what 
you d i d ,  anything t h a t  you s a i d  t o  anyone, anything 
t h a t  you d i d  about it, any i n d i c a t i o n s  t h a t  you 
d i d  anything o t h e r  than  j u s t  pu t  i t . o u t  of your 
mind? 

"A. I d i d n l t  pu t  it o u t  of my mind. A s  I s a i d ,  
I d iscussed  it wi th  Major PHO and he s a i d  it 
w a s  VC propaganda. I remember it being mentioned 
t h a t  morning about how r i d i c u l o u s  it w a s  f o r  
t h a t  many people t o  be k i l l e d ,  500 people.  A s  
I s a i d ,  it was an American u n i t  ope ra t ion  and 
t h e  2d ARVN Divis ion  wasn ' t  involved i n  t h e  oper ­
a t i o n .  " 
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This  i n d i c a t e d  t h e  t h i n g s  t h a t  Colonel GUINN knew a t  
t h a t  t ime when he was t a l k i n g  t o  you. 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q- I ' l l  show you another  document, Exh ib i t  M-32, 
which i s  Colonel T O A N t s  d i r e c t i v e  t o  t h e  Quang Ngai 
Sec to r ,  da ted  15 Apr i l .  Did Colonel GUINN mention t h e s e  
th ings  t o  you? 

A. Not t o  my knowledge, s ir .  NO,  sir.  

Q Did you ever  s t o p  by and t a l k  t o  the  people 
a t  Son Tinh D i s t r i c t  headquarters?  

A. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  ever  going t o  Son Tinh D i s t r i c t  
headquarters .  

Q. About 3 ki lometers  nor th  of Quang Ngai. 

A. I t  s i ts  on t o p  of a h i l l  j u s t  t o  t h e  e a s t ?  

Q Y e s .  

A. I d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  I ever  stopped t h e r e ,  s ir .  I 
o f t e n  went t o  t h e  one j u s t  ou t  of Chu La i  t h e r e ,  bu t  I d o n ' t  
b e l i e v e  I ever  went t o  Son Tinh D i s t r i c t  headquar ters .  

Q e  Do you know Major GAVIN? 

A .  I know who he is .  I th ink  I have met him a t  
Quang Ngai Province headquarters .  

Q- Would you know h i s  a s s i s t a n t ,  Captain RODRIGUEZ? 

A. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  having met him. I may have met 
him a t  t h e  province headquarters  a l s o .  To t h e  b e s t  of my 
knowledge, I do n o t  r e c a l l  eve r  having stopped a t  t h e  Son 
Tinh D i s t r i c t  headquar ters .  

Q When you were t a l k i n g  t o  Colonel G U I N N ,  d i d  he 
ever  mention t o  you t h a t  he was having t h e  Son Tinh D i s t r i c t  
check i n t o  t h i s  mat ter?  

A. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  t h a t  he was doing t h a t .  No, s ir .  
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a .  When I say "Son Tinh D i s t r i c t , "  I am t a l k i n g  
about t h e  advisory element.  

A. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  t h a t  he ind ica ted  t h a t  he  was, 
H e  i nd ica ted  t o  me, t o  t h e  b e s t  of my knowledge, t h a t  t h e  
province chief  was going t o  look i n t o  t h i s .  

Q. I have h e r e  a document which has been e n t e r e d  
i n t o  t h e  record as  Exh ib i t  M-30. You w i l l  n o t e  t h a t  t h e  
f r o n t  page i s  n o t  very c l e a r .  You can no te  he re  t h a t  it 
is a s igned copy by Captain Angel M .  RODRIGUEZ and it 
is a l s o  dated 1 4  Apr i l .  On t h e  second page you can s e e  a 
t r u e  copy of it. 

A .  Y e s ,  sir. 

Q. Looking back a t  t h e  f i r s t  i n c l o s u r e  t o  R-1,  
can you give any reason why t h a t  p iece  of paper would 
b e  de l ive red  t o  t h e  America1 Divis ion with t h e  s i g n a t u r e  
n o t  included? 

A. No, sir. I cannot.  

Q Can you t h i n k  of any reason why a decept ion 
such a s  t h i s  would have been conducted? 

A.  No, sir. I cannot.  

Q. Can you t h i n k  of any a d d i t i o n a l  s ta tements  
t h a t  General KOSTER may have made a t  t h a t  time concerning 
t h a t  paper? 

A. No, sir. I cannot.  

Q. Did you ever  hear  of any o t h e r  paper t h a t  
Colonel G U I N N  i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  he  had shown t o  Colonel HEN­
DERSON, a r e p o r t  from a s t a t i c  census gr ievance team o r  
committee o u t  of RD cadre which ind ica ted  t h a t  about 
1 ,000,  1,200, o r  1,500 c i v i l i a n s  had been k i l l e d  i n  t h a t  
area by t h e  A m e r i c a n  f o r c e s  i n  t h e  middle of March 1968? 

This i s  from whom, s i r ?  

Q S t a t i c  census gr ievance personnel.  

A. No, sir. I cannot.  
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Q. I have he re  Exhibi t  M-31, da ted  18 March, 
which comes from t h e  census gr ievance cadremen. I ' l l  
ask i f  t h i s  paper was ever  c a l l e d  t o  your a t t e n t i o n ?  

A. No, sir ,  i t  was no t .  

Q. You have no knowledge of any r e p o r t  of t h i s  
n a t u r e  having been submitted by s t a t i c  census gr ievance  
personnel?  

A. I have no knowledge t h a t  t h i s  was submitted.  

Q.  I have no knowledge t h a t  t h i s  reached t h e  
headquarters  of t h e  America1 Divis ion ,  b u t  we do know it 
was i n  t h e  f i l e s  of t h e  s t a t i c  census gr ievance committee 
o r  personnel  a t  Quang Ngai. I have h e r e  one more p i e c e  
of paper which i s  Exh ib i t  M-35 da ted  28 March 1968. I t  
i s  a n o t i c e  publ ished by t h e  Quang Ngai Nat ional  L ibe ra t ion  
Front .  The Vietnamese vers ion  i s  a t t ached  and you w i l l  
n o t i c e  it takes  a s t r ange  format ,  o r  uriusual format. I 
would ask you t o  review t h a t  document t o  s e e  i f  you have 
ever  seen t h a t  document i n  t h e  headquar ters  o r  a docu­
ment comparable t o  it. 

You w i l l  n o t i c e  t h e r e ' s  one s t r a n g e  t h i n g  on 
t h e  f i r s t  page. This i s  t a l k i n g  about something t h a t  may 
have happened a t  Quang Ngai, and y e t  i n  t h e  middle of t h e  
f i r s t  paragraph, o r  down toward t h e  bottom of it, you w i l l  
s e e  t h a t  it t a l k s  about t h e  3d Brigade of t h e  82d Airborne. 
This document d i d  reach d i v i s i o n  headquar ters  according 
t o  some of t h e  people we've had t e s t i f y .  This i s  one of 
t h e  th ings  t h a t  was picked up which they  r e c a l l  a s  having 
seen  i n  t h i s  document when it a r r i v e d  i n  t h e  headquar ters .  

A. There was a document, and I c a n ' t  say whether 
t h i s  i s  t h e  document o r  not .  Let  me t r y  t o  r e c o n s t r u c t  t h e  
events .  To t h e  b e s t  of my knowledge, a document came i n t o  
t h e  G2 and h e  analyzed t h e  document, a s  I r e c a l l  it. I 
b e l i e v e  a t  one of t h e  morning b r i e f i n g  s e s s i o n s  i n  General 
K O S T E R ' s  o f f i c e  Colonel TREXLER, i f  I ' m  n o t  mistaken, gave 
a t r a n s l a t i o n  o r  gave a resume of t h e  document t h a t  he had 
received.  I t  does appear t h a t  t h i s  could have been t h e  
document. I ' m  n o t  saying t h a t  it i s ,  b u t  t h i s  could have 
been t h e  document. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  t h e  3d Brigade, 82d 
Airborne,  t h a t ' s  mentioned t h e r e ,  b u t  it very poss ib ly  
could have been. 
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Q Well, i f  you j u s t  go on reading t h e  document, 
i f  it i s  t h i s  document, it is  a very s p e c i f i c  indictment .  

A. Y e s ,  sir,  I c a n ' t  say t h a t  t h i s  is t h e  
document, b u t  I seem t o  r e c a l l  t h a t  a p i e c e  of  propaganda 
came i n  and th i s - - I  d o n ' t  r e c a l l  t h e  t i m e .  I c a n ' t  r e c a l l  
t h e  t i m e ,  sir. 

Q • What w a s  s a i d  about i t ?  What d i d  Colonel 
TREXLER say? 

A. I c a n ' t  inform you how t h e  document g o t  i n t o  
t h e  headquarters .  Very poss ib ly  he g o t  it on one of h i s  
rounds. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  e x a c t l y  t h e  d e t a i l s  of t h a t ,  sir,  
b u t  it seems t o  me t h a t  I can r e c a l l  a p iece  of propaganda 
coming i n ,  and I d o n ' t  know whether it r e l a t e d  t o  t h e  16 
March i n c i d e n t  o r  not .  I t  d i d  appear t h a t  t h e r e  were some 
a l l e g a t i o n s .  Let  me t r y  t o  t h i n k  about t h a t .  I t  appears 
t h a t  it w a s  i n  t h e  morning b r i e f i n g .  The reason I say  
t h a t  was because very few people were p resen t .  I d o n ' t  
r e c a l l  t h e  time t h a t  it took p l a c e  e i t h e r .  But I do seem 
t o  remember a p iece  of propaganda being t r a n s l a t e d  and 
being repor ted  upon, b u t  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  t h e  exac t  t i m e  
o r  t h e  d e t a i l s  of it, sir. H e r e  aga in ,  I d i d n ' t  t ie  
t h i s  i n  t o  t h e  a l l e g e d  i n c i d e n t  of 16 March. I d o n ' t  
r e c a l l  it being t h i s  s p e c i f i c .  

Q. Here i s  Exh ib i t  M - 3 3 ,  which i s  a l s o  a p i e c e  of 
propaganda which we understand a r r i v e d  i n  t h e  headquar ters .  
You might look a t  t h i s  one and s e e  i f  t h i s  w a s  what w a s  
being b r i e f e d  by Colonel TREXLER, the  G 2  b r i e f e r .  

A. I c a n ' t  t e l l  you which one, whether t h i s  one o r  
t h a t  one,  t h a t  was a t  t h e  b r i e f i n g ,  o r  e i t h e r  one. But I 
do seem t o  r e c a l l  a t  a morning b r i e f i n g  with a s m a l l  number 
of people t o g e t h e r ,  t h e r e  w a s  a p iece  of propaganda b r i e f e d .  
I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  t h e  t ime o r  t h e  r e l a t i o n  t o  t h e  a l l e g e d  in ­
c i d e n t  of 16 March. 

Q . Did Colonel ANISTRANSKI a t t e n d  these  b r i e f i n g s ?  

A.  Y e s ,  s ir .  H e  normally was t h e r e .  

Q. Would he have been t h e  one t o  have b r i e f e d  i t ?  

A. H e  very poss ib ly  could have been. Y e s ,  sir.  But 
I would have thought t h e  G 2  would have done it. But it could 
have been Colonel ANISTRANSKI . 
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Q .  W e l l ,  it would be h e l p f u l  f o r  us t o  know 
s p e c i f i c a l l y  what t h i s  was. Even a f t e r  we r e c e s s ,  I 
would l i k e  you t o  see  i f  you can p u t  t o g e t h e r  t h e  p ieces  
s o  we can have a b e t t e r  understanding a s  t o  what was 
b r i e f e d .  

A.  I c a n ' t  r e c a l l  t he  time t h a t  we ' re  t a l k i n g  
about here .  Right  now, I c a n ' t  p i n  it down. 

MR WEST: General YOUNG, a s  t h e  ADC f o r  maneuver, were 
you f a m i l i a r  wi th  t h i s  Son My opera t ion  t h a t  kicked o f f  
on 16 March 1968? The Task Force Barker opera t ion?  

A. W a s  I f a m i l i a r  with it befo re  it took p lace?  

Q. That 's r i g h t .  

A .  M r .  WEST, t o  t h e  b e s t  of my knowledge and 
r e c o l l e c t i o n ,  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  r ece iv ing  a s p e c i f i c  b r i e f i n g  
o r  s p e c i f i c  information t h a t  t h e  opera t ion  was going t o  
t a k e  p l a c e  on a given da te .  I do seem t o  r e c a l l  t h a t  on 
t h e  morning of t h e  opera t ion ,  i n  t h e  C G ' s  o f f i c e  t h a t  a 
r e p o r t  was made t h a t  t h e  opera t ion  was i n  p rogress ,  words 
t o  t h i s  e f f e c t ,  sir.  

Q. Was t h a t  t h e  f i r s t  knowledge of t h e  opera t ion  
a t  d i v i s i o n  headquarters?  

A.  No, sir.  I d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  t h a t  was t h e  f i r s t  
knowledge d i v i s i o n  headquarters  had t h a t  t h e  opera t ion  was 
t o  t a k e  p lace .  I th ink  t h a t  my previous testimony would 
i n d i c a t e  t h a t  t h i s  w a s  probably b r i e f e d  o r  p resen ted ,  maybe 
by t h e  s t a f f  o r  maybe by Colonel HENDERSON, p r i o r  t o  the  
morning which I r e f e r r e d  t o .  

Q. We've rece ived  testimony t h a t  t h i s  opera t ion  
was scheduled f o r  an e a r l i e r  d a t e ,  and then  it had been 
cancel led  when a r e p o r t  was rece ived  t h a t  the  VC, apparent ly 
t h e  o b j e c t  of t h e  opera t ion ,  had l e f t  t h e  a rea .  Then it 
was rescheduled t o  k ick  o f f  on 1 6  March. For an opera t ion  
of t h i s  s i z e ,  t h e  equ iva len t  of a b a t t a l i o n ,  what k ind  of 
approval i s  necessary by t h e  d i v i s i o n ?  

A .  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  t h e  po l i cy  t h a t  we had a t  t h e  
t ime,  s i r ,  b u t  I b e l i e v e  our  p o l i c y  was t o  t h e  e f f e c t  t h a t  
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it should r e c e i v e  a d i v i s i o n  approval f o r  an o p e r a t i o n  
of t h i s  s i z e .  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  t h e  s p e c i f i c  d e t a i l s .  

( I 0  l eaves  t h e  h e a r i n g  room.) 

Q. We asked Colonel HENDERSON about t h i s ,  and of  
course ,  he had j u s t  assumed command on t h e  15th.  The planning 
had been going on f o r  some time be fo re  t h a t .  H e  s a i d  he 
be l ieved t h a t  General LIBSCOMB had obta ined  some kind  of 
approval of t h e  opera t ion .  Do you r e c a l l  t h a t ,  f o r  example? 

A.  No, sir, I do n o t  r e c a l l  t h a t .  Very poss ib ly  
he d i d ,  however. 

Q. W e l l ,  would he o b t a i n  t h a t  from you o r  from General 
KOSTER o r  t h e  G3? What would have been t h e  procedure? 

A.  I b e l i e v e  t h i s  could have been accomplished i n  
two ways. He could have obtained it from General KOSTER 
through conversat ion.  O r  t h e  s t a f f  could have submit ted it 
t o  t h e  d i v i s i o n  G3 for approval.  Most l i k e l y ,  I would t h i n k ,  
if t h i s  is  so ,  General LIPSCOMB obta ined  t h i s  v e r b a l  approval  
from t h e  d i v i s i o n  commander p r i o r  t o  i n i t i a t i o n  of t h e  
opera t ion .  To t h e  b e s t  of my knowledge and r e c o l l e c t i o n ,  I 
never d iscussed  t h i s  proposed opera t ion  wi th  General  
LIPSCOMB. 

Q I see. I should have s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e r e  w a s  no 
w r i t t e n  order .  The p lan  was made, and t h e r e  may have been 
an overlay prepared,  b u t  t h e r e  w a s  nothing o t h e r  than  t h a t .  
I was going t o  ask you i f  you had p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  t h e  concept 
o r  t h e  planning of t h e  opera t ion ,  b u t  you seem a l ready  t o  
have answered t h a t .  

A .  yes ,  sir. 

(I0 e n t e r s  t h e  hear ing  room.) 

Q. Were you aware of what t h e  o b j e c t i v e  of t h e  
opera t ion  was i n  advance, though? 

A. I ' m  s u r e  I was informed a t  t h e  l e a s t ,  a t  t h e  
morning b r i e f i n g  on t h e  1 6 t h ,  of where t h e  L Z ' s  were, what t h e  
o b j e c t i v e s  were, what t h e  genera l  concept of t h e  opera t ion  was. 
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Q .  You're s u r e  of t h i s ,  b u t  you have no s p e c i f i c
r e c o l l e c t i o n ?  

A. I have no s p e c i f i c  r e c o l l e c t i o n .  This  would 
normally have been covered, s ir .  

a .  You were f a m i l i a r  with t h e  f a c t  t h a t  an A 0  
ex tens ion  had been obta ined  i n t o  which the  opera t ion  was 
t o  be launched? 

A. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l ,  M r .  WEST, t h a t  an A0  ex tens ion  
had been obtained.  

Q. Y e s ,  it had. Were you f a m i l i a r  wi th  t h e  two 
p r i o r  opera t ions  of Task Force Barker i n  t h i s  area, i n  
February? 

A.  NO,  s i r ,  I w a s  n o t  t h e r e .  I l e f t  t h e  Chu Lai 
a r e a  on o r  about 4 February, i f  I recall. I a r r i v e d  i n  
San Francisco  on t h e  5th. I do r e c a l l  t h a t  because t h a t  
happened t o  be a wedding anniversary .  I re tu rned  on o r  
about 5 t o  8 March. I know I l e f t  Kansas Ci ty  on 5 March. 

Q. W e l l ,  were you a t  a l l  f a m i l i a r  with t h e  a r e a  i n  
which t h e  opera t ion  was conducted? 

A. Y e s ,  s ir ,  I was genera l ly  f a m i l i a r  with t h e  area .  

Q You were aware, then ,  t h a t  t h e r e  w e r e  i nhab i t ed  
v i l l a g e s  i n  t h e  area?  

A.  Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q. Were you aware t h a t  t h e  p lan  contained no 
p rov i s ion  f o r  handl ing t h e  c i v i l i a n s  t h a t  were going t o  be 
l i v i n g  i n  t h e  hamlets and were going t o  be s u b j e c t  t o  a t t a c k ?  

A.  No, s i r ,  I c a n ' t  say t h a t  I was aware t h a t  t h e  
p lan  w a s  f a u l t y  i n  t h a t  r e spec t .  

Q. Moving t o  17 March 1968, it was mentioned e a r l i e r  
t h a t  t h e  Task Force Barker log  showed t h a t  you a r r i v e d  t h e r e  
i n  t h e  af te rnoon about 1435 o r  1430. You depar ted  about 15 
minutes l a t e r .  We've t a l k e d  t o  Major CALHOUN two o r  t h r e e  
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t i m e s .  W e  ques t ioned  him about whether he had b r i e f e d  
General KOSTER a t  Landing Zone D o t t i e  on the  16 th .  
General KOSTER w a s  t h e r e  a t  0935, and then  i n  t h e  a f t e r -  
noon he came i n  wi th  General  DOLEMAN. H e  cannot  r e c a l l  
b r i e f i n g  General  KOSTER, b u t  he remembered b r i e f i n g  you. 
W e  j u s t  po in ted  o u t  t o  him t h a t  you had been t h e r e ,  ac ­
cord ing  t~ the  l o g ,  on t h e  a f te rnoon of 17 March, and 
he wasn ' t  a t  a l l  c e r t a i n  of t h e  d a t e ,  b u t  he was c e r t a i n  
t h a t  he had b r i e f e d  you, and it was i n  t h e  g e n e r a l  t i m e  
frame r i g h t  a f t e r  t h e  ope ra t ion ,  16 ,  17 ,  and 18  March. 
One of t h e  b i g  t h i n g s  about  t h i s  ope ra t ion  was t h e  69 
VC r e p o r t e d  k i l l e d  by Char l i e  Company purpor t ed ly  k i l l e d  
by a r t i l l e r y  f i r e .  I asked him t h i s  ques t ion :  

"Q. Could you t e l l  us j u s t  what you t o l d  
General  YOUNG on t h i s  morning, your s u s p i c i o n s  
t h a t  some of t h e  69 w e r e  c i v i l i a n s ?  

"A. S i r ,  I remember, t o  t h e  b e s t  of  my 
knowledge, b r i e f i n g  General  YOUNG on t h e  
ope ra t ion  and t e l l i n g  him t h a t  t o  t h e  
b e s t  of my knowledge, t h e  69 w e r e  k i l l e d  
by a r t i l l e r y  f i r e .  I thought  t h a t  pos- 
s i b l y  some of  those  were c i v i l i a n s  t h a t  
had been k i l l e d  by t h e  a r t i l l e r y  f i r e .  
T h a t ' s  a s  much a s  I can remember. 

"Q. Think of the  s e t t i n g  t h e r e  j u s t  f o r  a 
minute, Major CALHOUN. .Was he by h imse l f ?  , 

"A. S i r ,  I thought  he was w i t h  Colonel  
HOLLOWAY, 

"Q. HOLLADAY? 

"A, HOLLADAY, t o  t h e  b e s t  of  my knowledge, he 
w a s .  And I b r i e f e d  him on t h a t  and I t o l d  him 
t h a t  I thought  t h e r e  w e r e  some c i v i l i a n s  k i l l e d  
and he (BG YOUNG) r e p o r t e d  t o  t h e  b e s t ' o f  my 
knowledge something t h a t  they were aware of  some 
. i n c i d e n t .  And t h a t  I d o n ' t  know whether-- 
t h a t ' s  what I remember. I d o n ' t  know whether 
he s a i d  anyth ing  else a t  a l l .  Tha t ' s  a l l  I 
can remember, sir. " 

W e  then po in ted  o u t  t o  him t h a t  it was improbable t h a t  
Colonel HOLLADAY had been t h e r e  s i n c e  he was down a t  
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Duc Pho a t  t h i s  time. Do you r e c a l l  being b r i e f e d  by 
Major CALHOUN t h a t  a£ ternoon? 

A. S i r ,  t o  t h e  b e s t  of my knowledge and r e c o l l e c t i o n ,  
I cannot r e c a l l  being b r i e f e d  by Major CALHOUN on t h e  a f t e r -  
noon of t h e  17th .  However, I would l i k e  t o  add t h a t  normally 
every t ime I went t o  an LZ o r  f i r e  support  base ,  e i t h e r  t h e  
commander o r  t h e  G 3  o r  some one, gave me a rundown on what 
had happened, what they were doing, and g e n e r a l l y  what was 
t h e  c u r r e n t  s t a t u s .  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  any mention of any 
c i v i l i a n s  being k i l l e d ,  and I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  Colonel HOLLADAY 
being wi th  me; he could have been bu t  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  t h a t ,  
sir. A s  I say ,  he qould have been, because f r equen t ly  he 
d i d  go wi th  me. 

Q. I understand t h a t .  L e t ' s  move now t o  t h e  meeting 
i n  Colonel BARKER'S van on t h e  morning of  the  18th.  A s  you 
r e a l i z e ,  we've had cons iderable  t r o u b l e  with your testimony 
about t h i s  meeting. There were f i v e  of you t h e r e ,  and BARKER'S 
dead, leaving  four .  The o t h e r  t h r e e  wi tnesses  simply d o n ' t  
agree  wi th  your vers ion  of what t r a n s p i r e d  t h e r e .  Even 
Colonel HENDERSON d o e s n ' t .  Colonel HENDERSON i n s i s t s  t h a t  
what he was i n v e s t i g a t i n g  was Warrant O f f i c e r  THOMPSON'S 
s t o r y .  This  i s  no t  a s t o r y  about t h e  conf ron ta t ion  e i t h e r .  
I n  f a c t  I ' l l  read  a l i t t l e  b i t  of h i s  testimony i n  which 
he says t h a t  he thought t h a t  conf ron ta t ion  bus iness  was 6, 

handled s e p a r a t e l y .  A t  t h i s  t ime when he was t a l k i n g  t o  us ,  
he had it f i x e d  i n  h i s  mind t h a t  he had t a l k e d  t o  THOMPSON 
be fo re  t h e  meeting with you and t h e  o t h e r s  i n  t h e  van. He 
descr ibed  t o  us what Warrant O f f i c e r  THOMPSON had t o l d  h i m :  

"A. He a l s o  t o l d  me he saw a l o t  of dead 
c i v i l i a n s  i n  t h e  a r e a .  I r e c a l l  asking him 
i f  he knew what were t h e  r e s u l t s  of t h e  
i n f a n t r y  u n i t s  he had supported i n  t h e  oper- 
a t i o n .  And I informed h i m  what t h e  r e s u l t s  
w e r e ,  t h a t  20  c i v i l i a n s  had been k i l l e d  and 
1 2 8  VC. And he s a i d ,  'No, he d i d  n o t . '  I s a i d ,  
'Well, t h a t ' s  a h e l l  of a l o t  of bodies  on 
t h e  ground.'  And he s a i d ,  'Well, y e s , '  he 
agreed t h e r e  was, b u t  t h a t  t h e  c i v i l i a n s  
t h a t  he saw on t h e  ground were n o t  t h e s e ,  
w e r e  no t  VC, t h a t  they were o ld  men, o l d  
women and c h i l d r e n .  A t  no p o i n t  d i d  I p i n  
him down t o  numbers, nor do I b e l i e v e  he 
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gave me any numbers....I do no t  r e c a l l  him 
t e l l i n g  m e  about any machinegun conf ron ta t ion  
and I do n o t  b e l i e v e  he t o l d  m e  anything 
about a group, of see ing  any group of c i v i l ­
i a n s  o r  l a r g e  group of c i v i l i a n s . "  

Then they go i n t o  a long quo ta t ion  from THOMPSON'S p r i o r  
testimony. Then I asked him: 

"Q. On t h a t  p o i n t ,  Colonel HENDERSON, I b e l i e v e  
t h a t  what you j u s t  s a i d  is borne o u t  by your 
p r i o r  testimony, because on examination I 
cou ldn ' t  f i n d  where you had ever  mentioned 
t h e  so-ca l led  conf ron ta t ion  between THOMPSON 
and CALLEY, t h e  o f f i c e r  on t h e  ground. 

"A. S i r ,  I ' d  completely f o r g o t t e n  about t h a t .  
A week o r  two weeks ago, I read something i n  
one of t h e  newspaper, and I d id  remember t h a t  
ins t ance .  I n  my mind t h i s  i s  a completely 
s e p a r a t e  i n c i d e n t ,  and I d o n ' t  even r e c a l l  
t h a t  THOMPSON w a s  involved i n  t h a t .  I b e l i e v e  
it was a problem of t h e  Warlords and Task Force 
Barker having t o  work together .  I b e l i e v e  I 
t o l d  BARKER, 'Well, you g e t  t o g e t h e r  wi th  
WATKE, and somebody g e t  t h a t  t h i n g  reso lved ,  
and g e t  your r appor t  r e e s t a b l i s h e d  t h e r e . '  

"Q. That w a s  n o t  what you w e r e  i n v e s t i g a t i n g ,  
I t ake  i t ?  

"A.  No, sir. Although it happened perhaps 
t h e  same day o r  p a r t  of  t h e  same opera t ion  
I d i d  n o t  . t ie  t h i s  i n  with t h e  r e p o r t  I had 
from Warrant O f f i c e r  THOMPSON. " 

A l i t t l e  more on t h e  same l i n e :  

"Q. Major WATKE and Colonel HOLLADAY have 
t e s t i f i e d  t h a t  when you, WATKE, HOLLADAY, and 
BARKER g o t  t o g e t h e r  w i t h  General YOUNG, t h e  
main concern was about t h e  k i l l i n g  of c i v i l i a n s  
and looking i n t o  t h a t .  Does t h i s  f i t  i n  with 
your r e c o l l e c t i o n  of t h a t  meeting? This bus iness  
of conf ron ta t ion  was d iscussed ,  bu t  it was more o r  
l e s s  a subordina te  i s s u e .  
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"A. I f e l t  t h a t  from General YOUNG'S comments, 
I'm n o t  r e a l l y  c e r t a i n  of what they e x a c t l y  a r e  
now, t h a t  he was more concerned about t h e  
machinegun confronta t ion .  I do r e c a l l  him 
making one s ta tement  t h a t  we were n o t  going 
t o  have U . S .  s o l d i e r s  from d i f f e r e n t  u n i t s  
going around shoot ing  each o t h e r  up. 

"Q. But you d i d  no t  leave  t h e r e  t o  i n v e s t i g a t e  
t h a t  a s p e c t ,  I t ake  it. But you were l e f t  there--" 

And Colonel HENDERSON in terposed:  

"A.  That i s  c o r r e c t .  I t  was t h e  o t h e r  a spec t  
t h a t  I f e l t  I was i n v e s t i g a t i n g . "  

H i s  subsequent testimony, about h i s  t h i r d  s e s s i o n  wi th  us ,  
  
was t h a t  he made an o r a l  r e p o r t  t o  General KOSTER around t h e  
  
20th concerning Warrant O f f i c e r  THOMPSON'S a l l e g a t i o n s  of 
  
i n d i s c r i m i n a t e  and needless  k i l l i n g  of c i v i l i a n s .  Now you 
 
followed t h i s  up with a w r i t t e n  r e p o r t ,  he s a i d ,  around 4 o r  
  
6 A p r i l ,  something l i k e  t h a t .  I b e l i e v e  you've t e s t i f i e d  
  
you've never seen t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  r e p o r t ?  
  

' A. T h a t ' s  c o r r e c t ,  s i r .  

Q. Nor has anybody e l s e .  I read  t h i s  background t o  
you because I wanted t o  ask you once again what you were t o l d  
  
by General KOSTER t o  i n v e s t i g a t e  and what you t o l d  Colonel 
  
HENDERSON t o  i n v e s t i g a t e .  Before we go i n t o  t h a t ,  I wanted 
 
t o  g ive  you a couple more t h i n g s .  You've spoken of looking 
  
i n t o  a c r o s s f i r e ,  c i v i l i a n s  g e t t i n g  caught i n  a c r o s s f i r e  
  
between our  t roops  and enemy t roops .  T h i s  i s  very t roub le -  
  
some because t h e r e  wasn ' t  any c r o s s f i r e  t h a t  day. This  was 
 
supposed t o  have happened i n  Char l i e  Company's opera t ion  i n  
t h i s  p l a c e  c a l l e d  on t h e  map My Lai  ( 4 ) .  The only evidence,  
r e a l l y ,  t h a t  t h e r e  were any VC i n  t h a t  v i l l a g e  t h a t  day was 
i n  a r e p o r t  obta ined  by an i n t e r p r e t e r  from an o l d  man i n  t h e  
v i l l a g e  e a r l y  i n  t h e  morning. He s a i d  t h e r e  had been 30 t o  
4 0  VC i n  t h e  v i l l a g e ,  and they had l e f t  a t  0700 and headed 
e a s t .  A l l  t h a t  Char l i e  Company found i n  My Lai  ( 4 )  t h a t  
morning were o l d  men, women and ch i ld ren .  They moved i n  and 
they methodically k i l l e d  everyone they came upon, methodical ly .  
There wasn ' t  any c r o s s f i r e .  There wasn ' t  a man i n  Char l i e  
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Company t h a t  was wounded, except  t h e  man who s h o t  himself 
i n  t h e  f o o t ,  a man named CARTER. There w a s  no c r o s s f i r e .  
There wasn ' t  any problem wi th  c i v i l i a n s  g e t t i n g  caught i n  
a c r o s s f i r e  between our t roops  and t h e  h o s t i l e  f o r c e s .  Our 
t roops  were never f i r e d  upon. 

The conf ron ta t ion ,  so-ca l led ,  between Warrant 
O f f i c e r  THOMPSON and some t roops  on t h e  ground was t o  keep 
t h e  t roops  on t h e  ground from k i l l i n g  some c i v i l i a n s  who had 
taken refuge i n  a h o l e  o r  a bunker. He had spoken t o  t h e  
o f f i c e r  on t h e  ground about it and he s a i d  t h e  only way you 
can g e t  them ou t  i s  wi th  a grenade. So, THOMPSON in tervened 
and found it necessary t o  g e t  h i s  gunners ou t  of t h e  p lane  
and t h r e a t e n  t o  shoot  t h e  t roops  i f  they i n t e r f e r e d  wi th  
h i s  rescue  of t h e s e  people. 

So you s e e  why we have d i f f i c u l t y  i n  under- 
s tanding  your i n s i s t e n c e  on what General KOSTER t o l d  you 
t o  i n v e s t i g a t e  and what you t o l d  HENDERSON t o  i n v e s t i g a t e ,  
t h e  c i v i l i a n s  being menaced by t h e  c r o s s f i r e  between our  
t roops  and t h e  opposing t roops .  This  i s  a f an tasy .  No 
such t h i n g  happened. I ask you once again ,  could you t e l l  
us  what General KOSTER d i r e c t e d  you t o  have i n v e s t i g a t e d  
and what you t o l d  Colonel HENDERSON t o  i n v e s t i g a t e .  

A .  S i r ,  my previous testimony, which I gave t o  you 
o r  gave t h i s  panel  on t h e  13th  o r  23d of December, i s  t o  t h e  
b e s t  of my knowledge and r e c o l l e c t i o n  exac t ly  what was repor ted  
t o  me and what i n s t r u c t i o n s  I r e l a t e d  t o  Colonel HENDERSON a f t e r  
b r ing ing  t h i s  mat ter  t o  General KOSTER1s a t t e n t i o n .  

10: I th ink  you can s e e  t h e  problem we're  faced  wi th  
h e r e ,  General YOUNG, i s  t h a t  we have people t h a t  a r e  t e s t i f y i n g  
q u i t e  t h e  oppos i te .  They thought they heard something d i f -  
f e r e n t .  Colonel HENDERSON, who w a s  t h e  r e c i p i e n t  of your 
d i r e c t i v e ,  he d i d  n o t  t h i n k  t h a t  t h a t  w a s  what he w a s  looking 
i n t o .  Colonel HOLLADAY and Major WATKE both t h i n k  t h a t  t h e  
s t o r y  of--and they both knew it because they both t a l k e d  it 
over ,  and Colonel HOLLADAY w a s  of t h e  opinion t h a t  Major 
WATKE had covered it. Well i n  a l l ,  he had heard it t h r e e  t i m e s  
up t o  t h i s  t ime. One by h imsel f ,  one when presented  t o  you 
t h e  f i r s t  t ime,  and t h e  t h i r d  time i n  t h e  van. And t h e  
s t r a n g e  t h i n g  he no t i ced  about it was t h e  cons is tency i n  h i s  
t e l l i n g  t h e  s t o r y .  So t h e  s t o r y  he heard was t h e  s t o r y  you 
heard and t h e  s t o r y  t h a t  w a s  repea ted  i n  t h e  van. 
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A .  S i r ,  t he  s t o r y  t h a t  I heard i s ,  t o  t h e  b e s t  
  
of my knowledge and r e c o l l e c t i o n ,  t h e  s t o r y  I have t o l d  
  
you. 
 

Q 	 Yes. I ' m  su re  you can recognize t h e  d i f f i c u l t y  
w e  ' r e  fac ing .  

. 	.. A.  Yes, sir. 

Q. When you went t o  LZ Dot t i e  on t h e  17th;  the  
i n d i c a t i o n s  a r e  t h a t  you d id  have somebody wi th  you. Could 
t h i s  have been Chaplain LEWIS? 

A. I t  could have been. I o f t e n  took him with me, 
 
a l s o .  It very poss ib ly  could have been. 
 

Q 	 w e  have p i c t u r e s .  I ' m  j u s t  see ing  whether you 
can remember t h a t  s e t t i n g  wi th  Colonel--LEWIS. 

A. I d o n ' t  remember Colonel LEWIS going wi th  me on 
17 March o r  the  day fol lowing t h e  a l l e g e d  i n c i d e n t .  

Q Did ,he  ever  mention t o  you the  f a c t  t h a t  it had 
 
.been repor ted '  t o  him what Warrant O f f i c e r  THOMPSON was 
 

. involved i n  and what he had repor ted  t o  another  chapla in?  
  
* 
 

A.  N o ,  s i r ,  no t  t o  my knowledge. He never mentioned 
t h a t  t o  me. . . 

Q. Y e t  he was t r a v e l i n g  with you from time t o  time? 

A. I,would say o f t en .  P e r i o d i c a l l y ,  he would. 

Q. We know t h a t  he knew genera l ly  what t r a n s p i r e d  a t  
. 	 My Lai  ( 4 )  a s  f a r  as  what was v i s i b l e  from t h e  ou t s ide ,  not  
  

. . t h e  i n s i d e .  I ' d  l i k e  t o  g e t  some mat te r s  of opinion from 
 
a you a s  the  a s s i s t a n t  d i v i s i o n  commander. These a r e  the  r e l a ­

t i o n s h i p s  t h a t  e x i s t e d  between people i n  t h e  headquarters  and 
the  genera l  and s p e c i a l  s t a f f .  

A.  Yes , sir'. 

Q F i r s t ,  what is  your 'opinion of t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  
.between General KOSTER and t h e  ch ie f  of s t a f f  a t  t h a t  time? 
We're t a l k i n g  about March, A p r i l ,  and poss ib iy  e a r l y  May of 1968. 
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A, I t  was my impression t h a t  General KOSTER 
w a s  s a t i s f i e d  wi th  t h e  performance of Colonel PARSON as 
t h e  chief  of s t a f f  . 
Q Did he have confidence i n  him? 

A. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  any occasion where he i n d i c a t e d  
he d i d n ' t  have any confidence.  I be l i eve  he d i d  have 
con£idence , yes, sir. 

Q - Such th ings  as t h e s e  r e p o r t s ,  would he have 
kep t  him informed i n  t h e  same sense  t h a t  he i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  
he kep t  you informed? 

A. I b e l i e v e  he would, y e s ,  sir.  

Q General GALLOWAY had come i n  only a few days 
be fo re  t h i s  opera t ion ,  b u t  a long by t h e  end of A p r i l ,  was 
he a l s o  i n  on any of t h e s e  a c t i v i t i e s ?  

A,  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  s p e c i f i c a l l y  whether he was 
aware of t h i s .  I would have t o  assume t h a t  he w a s ,  b u t  
I c a n ' t  r e c a l l  him being excluded from any a c t i v i t y .  

Q- Did you f e e l  t h a t  you had t h e  complete con­
f idence  of General KOSTER, and he i n  you? 

A. Well, I c e r t a i n l y  hope he had mine. I admired 
and respected  t h e  d i v i s i o n  commander tremendously. 

Q What do you t h i n k  of t h e  c o n t r o l  which t h e  
ch ie f  of s t a f f  had over  t h e  genera l  s t a f f  s e c t i o n s  and t h e  
s p e c i a l  s t a f f  s e c t i o n s ?  

A. I thought he had p r e t t y  good c o n t r o l  of t h e  
s t a f f .  I d o n ' t  t h ink  t h a t  t h e r e  w a s  any doubt i n  any 
s t a f f  o f f i c e r ' s  mind who t h e  chief  of s t a f f  w a s .  

Q .  A s  you look a t  t h a t  s t a f f  t h a t  e x i s t e d  a t  
t h a t  t ime,  n o t  s o  much the  s p e c i a l  s t a f f ,  o r  f o r  t h a t  ma t t e r  
even t h e  G 1  o r  t h e  G 4  who were almost s p e c i a l i s t s  i n  them­
s e l v e s ,  b u t  wi th  t h e  G 2  and t h e  G3 and t h e  G5 i n  p a r t i c u l a r ,  
d i d  you have a happy s t a f f ?  
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A. I would say we d i d ,  s ir .  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  any 
c o n f l i c t .  Colonel PARSON c a r r i e d  o u t  t h e  d i r e c t i v e s ,  t o  
t h e  b e s t  of my knowledge, t h e  b e s t  he could f o r  t h e  d i v i s i o n  
commander. I don ' t .  r e c a l l  any d i s sens ion  among t h e  
s t a f f  o f f i c e r s .  

Q. W e  have some i n d i c a t i o n s  from some ind iv idua l s  
t h a t  t h e r e  were some mighty unhappy people t h e r e .  

A.  Y e s .  I th ink  t h a t  t h e  previous G4 may n o t  have 
been a s  l o y a l  t o  t h e  chief  of s t a f f  a s  o t h e r  members. This 
was t h e  G4 before  Colonel CLARK. 

Q. Y e s .  Did PARSON have t h e  same degree of c o n t r o l  
over  t h e  G4 and s o  on wi th in  t h e  s t a f f  as l e t ' s  say ,  Colonel 
MUSSER who preceded him? 

A.  I think you could b e s t  determine it t h i s  way, 
t h a t  Colonel PARSON was more a p e r f e c t i o n i s t  than t h e  
previous chief  of s t a f f  , and he wanted th ings  presented  
i n  a c e r t a i n  manner and a c e r t a i n  way because he f e l t  t h i s  
i s  what t h e  d i v i s i o n  commander w a s  asking f o r .  He j u s t  
wanted t o  s e e  t h a t  it g o t  done. 

Q. W e  have some i n d i c a t i o n s  t h a t  some of t h e  s t a f f  
o f f i c e r s  f e l t  t h a t  General KOSTER w a s  h i s  own G3 and G 3  shop, 
and t o  a l e s s e r  degree t h e  G 2  and G5, and they were p icking  
up t h e  p i e c e s .  

A .  I wouldn ' t  agree wi th  t h a t  s ta tement ,  s ir .  I 
t h i n k  t h a t  General XOSTER asked f o r  t h e  recommendations of 
h i s  s t a f f  o f f i c e r s .  I f  he d isagreed  wi th  them, he overrode 
them, a s  any commander would do. 

Q. Well, we understand, f o r  example, a l l  of t h e  
opera t ions  were approved o u t  i n  t h e  f i e l d ,  and a s  a con­
sequence, t h e  G3 shop was j u s t  con t inua l ly  t r y i n g  t o  f i n d  
o u t  what had been approved and where they  were going from 
t h e r e .  

A. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  whether a l l  of them were approved 
o u t  i n  t h e  f i e l d ,  and whether t h e  G 3  was wandering around t o  
t h e  e x t e n t  you've i n d i c a t e d ,  b u t  I ' m  s u r e  t h a t  General KOSTER 
wasn ' t  h i s  own G3. I ' v e  seen t h e  G3 p r e s e n t  th ings  t o  him, 
make a recommendation. He'd accep t  it unequivocally.  Other 
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occasions I ' v e  seen him d i sagree  wi th  the  G3, and t h e  
G2 and G 1  and G 4 ,  and anyone else and over ru le .  I d i d n ' t  
g e t  t h e  impression t h a t  t h e  G3 shop was wandering around 
t r y i n g  t o  f i n d  o u t  what they were going t o  approve o r  
disapprove. 

Q. Maybe wandering around is a poor d e s c r i p t i o n  
of it. The problem was t o  f i n d  o u t  what th ings  had been 
approved and t r y i n g  t o  g e t  t h i n g s  s o r t e d  ou t  a f t e r  t h e  
f a c t .  

A .  I can r e c a l l  on s e v e r a l  occasions General 
KOSTER having a d i scuss ion  wi th  a commander on a c e r t a i n  
opera t ion ,  g iv ing  h i s  approval ,  and he came back and in ­
formed t h e  s t a f f  and "So-and-so has ind ica ted  t h a t  he wants 
t o  g e t  t h i s  opera t ion ,  t h i s  genera l  concept,  and I approve." 

Q. You d i d n ' t  f e e l  then ,  t h a t  General KOSTER was 
c e n t r a l i z i n g  some th ings  wi th  himself?  

A. No, sir. I d i d n ' t  f e e l  t h a t  he w a s  o v e r l y  
c e n t r a l i z e d .  General KOSTER worked r e a l  hard and he d i d  
a l o t  of t h i n g s ,  b u t  I t h i n k  t h a t  I wouldn't  say t h a t  he 
w a s  c e n t r a l i z e d .  

Q. What I ' m  t r y i n g  t o  r a t i o n a l i z e  i n  my mind is  
why an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  such a s  t h i s  came i n  and t h e  only 
i n d i v i d u a l  i n  t h e  headquar ters  who knew about it is t h e  
commanding genera l .  

A .  Well, I c a n ' t  exp la in  it t o  you, sir. 

Q
ques t ion .  

So I ' m  j u s t  l e f t  hanging. I would ask you another  
W e  have been through headquarters  of t h e  America1 

Divis ion.  A s  I t o l d  you, we have looked i n  every nook and 
every cranny, and i n  every f i l e  and every s a f e  i n  t h a t  
command b u i l d i n g ,  and t a l k e d  t o  everyone of t h e  G s e c t i o n s  
t h a t  could have poss ib ly  had anything t o  do with it. W e  
found n o t  one paper.  W e  found n o t  one s i n g l e  r e p o r t ,  n o t  
t h a t  r e p o r t ,  no t  t h e  r e p o r t  f o r  6 A p r i l ,  none of t h e  VC 
propaganda, n o t  t h e  l e t t e r  of t h e  d i s t r i c t  ch ie f  t o  t h e  
province ch ie f  of 11 Apr i l .  We found no logs .  We found 
nothing.  Can you g ive  m e  any p o s s i b l e  explanat ion  of t h i s ?  
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A. No, s i r ,  I cannot. I would have thought t h a t  
many of t h e s e  t h i n g s  t h a t  you have i n d i c a t e d  would have 
been p resen t .  

Q. W e  found nothing,  

A. I can g ive  you no explanat ion  f o r  i t ,  sir. 

MR MACCRATE: Were t h e r e  any members of t h e  s t a f f ,  from your 
observat ion ,  t o  whom General KOSTER p a r t i c u l a r l y  turned? 

A. A r e  you t a l k i n g  about t h e  genera l  and s p e c i a l  
s t a f f ?  

Q. Y e s ,  

A. No, sir.  I c a n ' t  r e c a l l  General KOSTER tu rn ing  
t o  any p a r t i c u l a r  i n d i v i d u a l .  

Q. With r e s p e c t  t o  Colonel ANISTRANSKI, have you 
any r e c o l l e c t i o n ,  i n  connection wi th  any of t h e s e  i tems we've 
been speaking wi th  you about t h i s  a f te rnoon,  t h a t  Colonel 
ANISTRANSKI was wi th  General KOSTER o r  p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  any 
of t h e  d i scuss ions?  Have you any r e c o l l e c t i o n s  of h i s ,  f o r  
example, t a l k i n g  about t h e  same r e p o r t  t h a t  Colonel G U I N N  
brought t o  you? 

A .  No, s i r ,  I cannot. I r e c a l l  Colonel ANISTRANSKI 
d iscuss ing  t h e  r e p o r t  which Colonel G U I N N  informed me o f .  
Colonel ANISTRANSKI,  on occasion,  went with t h e  d i v i s i o n  
commander, on occasion went with m e .  

Q- Was he wi th  you when you go t  t h i s  information 
from Colonel GUINN? 

A- I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  whether he w a s  wi th  m e  o r  n o t ,  sir.  
He could have been wi th  m e  because he o f t e n  went with me t o  
both province headquar ters ,  b u t  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  h i s  presence 
t h e r e .  

10: General  YOUNG, before  we r e c e s s ,  I would l i k e  t o  
ask you on t h i s  one p o i n t  something t h a t  may have been b r i e f e d  
a t  one of t h e  morning sess ions .  I would l i k e  you t o  t h i n k  
about it, i f  t h e s e  p ieces  f i t  t oge the r ,  and whether they  d o n ' t .  
And whether they f i t  t oge the r  o r  whether they don' t ,  I would 

(YOUNG) 193 APP T-19 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

l i k e  you t o  send me a back-channel message. I f  t h e  answer 
i s  a f f i r m a t i v e ,  I want you t o  make o u t  an a f f i d a v i t  and 
have it c e r t i f i e d ,  and send it on t o  m e  by a i r  mail .  

A.  Yes, sir. 

Q Now we've given you q u i t e  a b i t  of information 
h e r e  t h i s  a f te rnoon which perhaps you d i d  not  know before .  I f  
any of t h i s  causes a d d i t i o n a l  p ieces  t o  s l i p  i n t o  p l a c e  as  f a r  
as your memory i s  concerned, I w i s h  you'd pu t  those  down on 
t h a t  a f f i d a v i t .  

A .  Y e s ,  sir. 

Q. And d i spa tch  them r i g h t  t o  me. I would a l s o  again  
caut ion  you of t h e  f a c t  t h a t  you have been d i r e c t e d  n o t  t o  
d i scuss  your testimony here  wi th  o t h e r s ,  inc luding  any of t h e  
o t h e r  wi tnesses .  I ' m  s u r e  you understand the  e n t i r e  procedure. 
Do you have any ques t ions  you would l i k e  t o  ask a t  t h i s  time? 

A. I ' d  l i k e  t o  only make one comment, General. I ' v e  
appeared be fo re  your panel  on t h r e e  d i f f e r e n t  occasions and 
a s  i n d i c a t e d  i n  t h e  o u t s e t  he re  t h i s  a f te rnoon,  your panel  .., 

suspec t s  me of f o u r  very s e r i o u s  of fenses .  

Q. That s c o r r e c t .  

A. I would l i k e  t o  p o i n t  o u t  t h a t  I l e f t  Vietnam and 
went t o  Europe i n  November of 1968. I have n o t  d iscussed  t h i s  
ma t t e r ,  be fo re  I came t o  your i n i t i a l  testimony on 13  December, 
with anyone o t h e r  than my deputy commander, who has never 
served i n  Vietnam. I would l i k e  t o  say t h a t  t h i s  testimony 
which i s  i n  c o n f l i c t  w i t h  mine could poss ib ly  r e s u l t  from 
previous conversat ions by t h e  i n d i v i d u a l s  concerned before  
t h e i r  appearance before  your panel .  I ' m  n o t  saying  t h i s  is 
t h e  r e s u l t ,  b u t  it could very poss ib ly  be. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q. Thank you very much. The hear ing  w i l l  r ecess  a t  
t h i s  t i m e .  

(The hear ing  recessed  a t  1955, 17 February 197'0.) 
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SUMMARY OF TESTIMONY 

WITNESS: YOUNG, Mason J. . COL 

DATE OF TESTIMONY: 1 6  January 1970 

PLACE OF TESTIMONY: Pentagon 

WITNESS SUSPECTED OF:  N/A 

COUNSEL: None 

DUTY ASSIGNMENT ON 16 MARCH 1968: DIVARTY Commander, 
America1 Division.  

ARTILLERY PROCEDURES. 

a.  DIVARTY r u l e s  and procedures. 

The witness  explained t h e  procedures followed by 
a r t i l l e r y  and the r u l e s  of engagement f o r  a r t i l l e r y  a s  
appl ied  t o  f r e e  f i r e  a r eas  (pgs. 12-16). H e  s t a t e d  t h a t  
he  had t h e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  t o  i n v e s t i g a t e  any a r t i l l e r y  
i n c i d e n t s  (pg. 1 9 ) .  He added t h a t  t h e  r u l e s  and procedures 
he  e s t ab l i shed  forbade f i r i n g  on populated a r e a s  merely 
because such were i n  f r e e  f i r e  a r eas  e s t ab l i shed  by the 
A R ~ N ' S(pg. 27) .  H e  noted t h a t  d i s c i p l i n a r y  a c t i o n  was 
taken a t  times when inves t iga t ions  d i sc losed  misfeasance 
(pg- 32) 

b.  Respons ib i l i ty  f o r  f i r e  on populated areas. 

H e  admitted t h a t  had an i n f a n t r y  commander f e l t  
an a r t i l l e r y  prep on a v i l l a g e  t o  be  abso lu te ly  necessary 
t o  the success  of a mission,  then t h e  a r t i l l e r y  support  
would be  placed a s  d i r e c t e d ,  though t h e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  
would have been borne by t h e  reques t ing  command (pg. 3 8 ) .  
Thir would be p a r t i c u l a r l y  t r u e  i f  t h e  a r t i l l e r y  u n i t  
were i n  dhe i n f a n t r y ' s  command (pg. 39).  However, he added 
t h a t  an a r t i l l e r y  i nc iden t  r e p o r t  might s t i l l  be  requi red  
i f  a number of  noncombatants were repor ted  k i l l e d  (pg. 39) . 
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KOSTER's i n t e r e s t  i n  a r t i l l e r y  i n c i d e n t  r e p o r t s .  

The wi tneas  s t a t e d  t h a t  General  KOSTER was q u i t e  
s t r i c t  concerning t h e  submission o f  a r t i l l e r y  i n c i d e n t  
r e p o r t s  (pg. 4 1 ) .  

2. ORGANIZATION OF DIVARTY. 

The w i tne s s  s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e  a r t i l l e r y  b a t t a l i o n s  were 
n o t  under h i s  d i r e c t  command and t h a t  t h e  b r i gade  commander 
prepared t h e  e f f i c i e n c y  r e p o r t s  on t h e  a r t i l l e r y  b a t t a l i o n  
commanders (pgs. 23, 25, 33, 34) .  However, they were 
bound by DIVARTY r e g u l a t i o n s  (pg. 35 ) .  A r t i l l e r y  i n c i d e n t  
r e p o r t s  would be  s e n t  up through a r t i l l e r y  channels  
(pg. 35) 

3. KNOWLEDGE OF THE INCIDENT.  

The w i tne s s  be l i eved  t h a t  he  was b r i e f e d  on t h e  
ope ra t i on  by L ieu tenan t  Colonel BARKER, Major CALHOUN, 
or, poss ib ly ,Cap ta in  VAZQUEZ (pg. 6 ) .  H e  r e c a l l e d  t h e  
mention of c i v i l i a n s  caught  i n  a c r o s s f i r e  (pgs. 6 ,  7, 11, 4 0 ) .  
When he  heard  t h i s ,  however, he  was a l r e ady  somewhat 
f a m i l i a r  w i t h  t h e  ope ra t i on  and t h e  f a c t  t h a t  some non­
combatants had been k i l l e d  (pg. 7 ) .  H e  b e l i eved  t h a t  t h i s  
l a t t e r  informat ion had come from a b r i e f i n g  a t  d i v i s i o n  
l e v e l  (pgs. 7,  31, 32) .  H e  could  n o t  r e c a l l  a r e p o r t  of 
69 k i l l e d  by a r t i l l e r y  and s t a t e d  t h a t  he  made no e f f o r t  t o  
compete w i th  t h e  i n f a n t r y  i n  t h e  number of  k i l l s  (pg. 8 ) .  
H e  s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e  a r t i l l e r y  prep  w a s  a d j u s t e d  by t h e  ALO 
from t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  of t h e  t a s k  f o r c e  commander (pgs.  17 ,  18). 
H e  a s s e r t e d  t h a t  a l though Colonel LUPER ev iden t l y  saw bodies  
on t h e  ground,. Colonel  HENDERSON, h i s  commanding o f f i c e r ,  
submit ted  a r e p o r t  which, he  f e l t ,  would have covered any 
r e p o r t i n g  requirement necessary  (pgs. 23, 2 4 ) .  The wi tness  
a f f i r m a t i v e l y  s t a t e d  t h a t  a t  no t i m e  d i d  anyone r e p o r t  t o  
him t h a t  a p o s s i b l e  a r t i l l e r y  i n c i d e n t  had taken p l ace  
(pgs. 25, 3 6 ) ,  nor could he r e c a l l  any r e p o r t  t h a t  a r t i l l e r y  
had k i l l e d  any women and c h i l d r e n  (pg. 29) .  S ince  HENDERSON'S 
i n v e s t i g a t i o n  apparen t ly  remained e n t i r e l y  w i t h i n  i n f a n t r y  
channels ,  t h e  witness opined t h a t  Colonel LUPER must have 
f e l t  t h a t  t h i s  was n o t  an a r t i l l e r y  i n c i d e n t  (pg. 35 ) .  He 
never reqe ived  any informat ion from Chaplain CRESWELL t h a t  
i n d i c a t e d  a major i n c i d e n t .  H e  would have expected t h e  
chap la in  t o  t e l l  him of such a r e p o r t  (pgs.  32 ,33,36,37) .  
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H e  added t h a t  he  never heard any r e p o r t s  from a v i a t i o n  
personnel  concerning a poss ib l e  i nc iden t  such as t h a t  which 
occurred a t  My Lai (pgs. 43 ,  4 4 )  . 
4. KNOWLEDGE OF HENDERSON'S REPORT. 

The witness  knew of Colonel HENDERSON'S r e p o r t ,  though 
he had no t  seen it (pgs. 23, 24, 30) .  H e  s t a t e d  t h a t  the 
i n v e s t i g a t i o n  must have been conducted e n t i r e l y  w1thi.n 
i n f a n t r y  channels ,  b u t  could no t  recal l  t h e  source  of t h i s  
information (pg. 31).  He admitted t h a t  he could have learned 
of t h i s  from a rather r e c e n t  soc i a l -mee t ing  with  General 
KOSTER (pg. 32) .  He vaguely r e c a l l e d  overhearing a 
conversat ion i n  which KOSTER mentioned a r ecen t ly  completed 
i n v e s t i g a t i o n  of c i v i l i a n  deaths  (pgs. 4 1 ,  42) .  

5. PRIOR DISCUSSIONS WITH AMERICAL PERSONNEL. 

a. The witness  s t a t e d  t h a t  he had dinner  wi th  
KOSTER i n  e a r l y  December. KOSTER noted that something 
must have happened t h a t  they d i d  no t  know about (pgs. 3,  4 ) .  
He * may have a lso mentioned HENDERSON'S r e p o r t  (pg. 3 2 ) .  

b. The witness  and Colonel LUPER spoke of t h e  news 
r e p o r t s  and determined t h a t  the i n a i d e n t  had never been 
brought up a s  an a r t i l l e r y  i n c i d e n t  (pg. 4 ) .  
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(The h e a r i n g  reconvened a t  1319 h o u r s ,  16 January 
1970.) 

I0: The h e a r i n g  w i l l  come t o  o r d e r .  

RCDR : The fo l lowing  named persons  a r e  p r e s e n t :  LTG PEERS, 
MR MACCRATE, MR WALSH, and M A J  LYNN.  

S i r ,  t h e  nex t  w i t n e s s  i s  Colonel  Mason J. YOUNG. 

(Colonel  YOUNG was c a l l e d  a s  a w i t n e s s ,  was sworn, 
and' t e s t i f i e d  as fo l lows  :) 

Colonel  YOUNG, f o r  t h e  r e c o r d ,  w i l l  you p l e a s e  s ta te  
your f u l l  name, g rade ,  S o c i a l  S e c u r i t y  number, branch of s e r v i c e ,  
o r g a n i z a t i o n ,  and s t a t i o n ?  

A. Mason J. YOUNG, Jr. ,  Colonel ,  , F i e l d  A r ­
t i l l e r y .  M y  p r e s e n t  o r g a n i z a t i o n  i s  U.S. Army Combat Developments 
Command, Combat A r m s  Group, F c r t  Leavenworth, Kansas. 

RCDR: Colonel  YOUNG, t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  was d i r e c t e d  j o i n t l y  
by t h e  S e c r e t a r y  o f  t h e  Army and t h e  Chief of  S t a f f ,  United S t a t e s  
Army, f o r  t h e  purpose of  de te rmin ing  f a c t s  and making f i n d i n g s  
and recommendations concerning:  

(1) t h e  adequacy of p r i o r  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  and i n q u i r i e s  
i n t o  and subsequent  reviews and r e p o r t s  w i t h i n  t h e  cha in  of corn-­
mand of what i s  now commonly r e f e r r e d  t o  as t h e  My La i  i n c i d e n t  
of 16 March 1968; and 

( 2 )  p o s s i b l e  suppres s ion  o r  w i thho ld ing  of  i n ­
fo rmat ion  by any person  who had a du ty  t o  r e p o r t  and t o  f u r n i s h  
in format ion  concerning t h i s  i n c i d e n t .  

This  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  i s  n o t  be ing  conducted t o  i nves -  
t i g a t e  a l l  f a c t s  and c i rcumstances  of what happened a t  My Lai .  I t  
i s  d i r e c t e d  t o  t h o s e  s p e c i f i c  purposes  which I have j u s t  s t a t e d .  

General  PEERS has  had made a v a i l a b l e  t o  him and h a s  
reviewed p r i o r  o f f i c i a l  s t a t e m e n t s  o b t a i n e d  i n  o t h e r  o f f i c i a l  i n -  
v e s t i g a t i o n s  of t h e  My L a i  i n c i d e n t .  

Your tes t imony w i l l  be t aken  under o a t h .  A verba t im 
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t r a n s c i p t  w i l l  be  p repared .  A t a p e  r eco rd ing  i s  b e i n g  made i n  
a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  ve rba t im  n o t e s  be ing  t aken  by t h e  r e p o r t e r .  

Although t h e  g e n e r a l  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  of t h e  r e p o r t  
w i l l  be  c o n f i d e n t i a l ,  it is  p o s s i b l e  t h a t  t es t imony o r  p a r t s  
of  it may la ter  become a m a t t e r  o f  p u b l i c  knowledge. 

I0: Colonel  YOUNG, a s i d e  from myself t h e r e  are t w o  
o t h e r  people  a t  t h e  t a b l e  who may ask you q u e s t i o n s .  On my 
l e f t  i s  M r .  Robert  MACCRATE, who i s  a c i v i l i a n  a t t o r n e y .  H e  
ha s  vo lun tee red  h i s  s e r v i c e s  t o  t h e  S e c r e t a r y  o f  t h e  Army t o  
assist m e  i n  t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  and t o  s e r v e  as a l e g a l  counse l .  
O n  my r i g h t  i s  M r .  WALSH, who does  j u s t  about  t h e  same, assists 
M r .  MACCRATE and a l s o  myself i n  t h e  conduct  of t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  

You should  know t h a t  a s i d e  from t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  
group t h e r e  are o t h e r  groups who a r e  l i k e w i s e  t a k i n g  tes t imony 
w i t h i n  t h i s  i n q u i r y .  But i n  t h e  f i n a l  a n a l y s i s ,  I w i l l  have t h e  
r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  of  weighing t h e  evidence and making t h e  f i n d i n g s  
and recommendations t o  t h e  Chief of  S t a f f  and t h e  S e c r e t a r y  of 
che A m y .  

You are o rde red  n o t  t o  d i s c u s s  your t es t imony i n  
t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  w i t h  o t h e r s ,  i n c l u d i n g  o t h e r  w i t n e s s e s  for  
t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  e x c e p t  as may be necessary  i n  t h e  performance 
o f  o f f i c i a l  du ty  o r  a s  you may be r e q u i r e d  t o  do s o  b e f o r e  a com­
p e t e n t  j u d i c i a l ,  l e g i s l a t i v e ,  o r  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  body. I do n o t  
b e l i e v e  t h a t  you have been c i t e d  i n  t h e  g e n e r a l  c o u r t  martial  
casL of t h e  United S t a t e s  v. C a l l e y ,  i s  t h a t  c o r r e c t ?  

A . N o ,  sir. 

10: I n  t h e  e v e n t  you a r e  by chance c i t e d  i n  t h a t  case, 
your  t es t imony h e r e  today  w i l l  i n  no way change e i t h e r  t h e  effect 
o r  t h e  a p p l i c a b i l i t y  of  t h e  o r d e r  i s s u e d  by t h e  m i l i t a r y  judge 
i r  t h e  ca se .  D? YOU have any ques . t ions  on what w e  have i n d i c a t e d  
so f a r ?  

A. No, sir. 

Q. Colonel  YOUNG, when d i d  you become t h e  DIVARTY corn­
mander of  t h e  America1 Div is ion?  

A. On 20 February I was c a l l e d  down and informed t h a t  I 
had been s e l e c t e d  a s  t h e  Task Force Oregon a r t i l l e r y  commander. 
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W e  were t hen  i n  a  p l ann ing  s t a f f  u n t i l  11 A p r i l  when I went up 
t o  Chu La i .  I was i n  charge of  t h e  advance p a r t y ,  and t h e  d i v i -  
s i o n  became o p e r a t i o n a l ,  I b e l i e v e ,  on 20 A p r i l .  

Q- T h a t ' s  Task Force Oregon you a r e  r e f e r r i n g  to?  

A. Y e s ,  sir.  And I remained a s  t h e  a r t i l l e r y  com­
mander from t h a t  d a t e  u n t i l  31 March 1968. 

Q - U n t i l  31 March? 

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Who succeeded you as DIVARTY commander? 

A. Colonel  Lawrence M. JONES. 

Q. Do you know where he  i s  l o c a t e d  now? 

A. I t h i n k  a t  F o r t  Hood, s i r .  H e ' s  a  promotable colo- 
n e l  on t h e  g e n e r a l ' s  l i s t .  H e ' s  gone down t o  be a s s i s t a n t  d i v i -  
s i o n  commander a t  one of t h e  d i v i s i o n  h e a d q u a r t e r s .  

Q. Right ,  I t h i n k  I remember him. From t h e  t i m e  t h e  
My La i  o r  t h e  Son My i n c i d e n t  of  16 March 1968 became a matter 
of p u b l i c  knowledge, i n  t h e  t i m e  p e r i o d  of l a t e  September o r  
e a r l y  October 1969 up t o  t h e  p r e s e n t  t ime ,  have you had any 
c o n v e r s a t i o n s  w i t h  anybody connected w i t h  t h e  America1 Div i s ion  
concerning t h i s  i n c i d e n t  o r  t h e  r e p o r t i n g  p r o c e s s  r e l a t i n g  t o  
i t ?  

A. Y e s ,  sir. I have. 

Q. Would you s o  i n d i c a t e  w i t h  whom and t h e  subs tance  
of t h e  d i s c u s s i o n s ?  

A. W e l l ,  I had d i n n e r  w i t h  General  KOSTER b e f o r e  he 
came t o  t h i s  .committee. That  w a s ,  I b e l i e v e ,  around 7 o r  8 
December. 

Q- T h a t ' s  when he v i s i t e d  F o r t  Leavenworth, i s  t h a t  
r i g h t ?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  W e  had d i n n e r  a t  General  CLAY'S house,  
and w e  d i s c u s s e d  it b r i e f l y ,  t h a t  w e  d i d n ' t  know anyth ing  about  
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it, and he s a i d  t h e r e  must be  something t h e r e  t h a t  w e  d o n ' t  
know about .  T h a t ' s  about  it. 

Q Have you t a l k e d  w i t h  any o t h e r s ?  

A. Y e s .  Colone l  Robert  LUPER, who commanded t h e  6/11 
A r t i l l e r y ,  which was t h e  d i r e c t  suppor t  a r t i l l e r y  b a t t a l i o n  f o r  
t h e  11 th  Brigade.  P r i o r  t o  h i s  coming t o  t e s t i f y  h e r e ,  he and 
I d i s c u s s e d  it a l i t t l e  b i t .  

Q What was t h e  subs t ance  of  t h a t  d i s c u s s i o n ?  

A. Well ,  t h a t  he d i d n ' t  know anyth ing  about  it e i t h e r ,  
and t h a t  t h e  ca se  had never  been brought  up t o  e i t h e r  he o r  I 
and anyone else as an a r t i l l e r y  i n c i d e n t ,  which w e  have ve ry  
set and c o n c r e t e  p rocedures  f o r  handl ing .  

Q Did he a t  any t i m e  t e l l  you when he was ove r  
t h a t  area t h a t  day t h a t  h e ' h a d  seen  some c i v i l i a n s  who had 
been k i l l e d ?  

A.  No, sir. A f t e r  h i s  t es t imony,  he i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  
h e  c o u l d n ' t  s a y  anyth ing .  

Q I ' m  i n t e r e s t e d  p r i m a r i l y  i n  t h e  t i m e  p e r i o d  
of  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  i t s e l f .  Did he l e t  you know t h a t  some people  
i n  t h e  v i l l a g e ,  o r  around t h e  v i l l a g e ,  t h a t  some noncombatants 
had been k i l l e d ?  Were you aware of t h e  f a c t  t h a t  he w a s  f l y i n g  
w i t h  t h e  b r i g a d e  commander t h a t  morning of  t h e  16 th?  

A. No, sir.  

Q I ' l l  g e t  back t o  t h a t  t es t imony i n  a l i t t l e  wh i l e .  
Would you e x p l a i n  f o r  t h e  b e n e f i t  of t h e  members of  t h e  i n q u i r y  
h e r e  what your  d u t i e s  w e r e  a t  t h a t  t i m e  as t h e  DIVARTY commander? 
Now I say  t h i s  because I w e l l  unders tand  t h e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  o f  
a DIVARTY commander, b u t  I a l s o  know t h a t  a t  t h a t  p o i n t  of t i m e ,  
t h e  America1 Div i s ion  w a s  i n  a t r a n s i t o r y  s t a t u s ,  s o  t o  speak ,  
from t h e  t a s k  f o r c e  o r ,  l e t ' s  s a y ,  l i g h t  i n f a n t r y ,  s e p a r a t e  br igade 
o r g a n i z a t i o n  which you had under Task Force Oregon, and moving 
toward t h e  s t a n d a r d  ROAD d i v i s i o n  o r g a n i z a t i o n .  So your respon­
s i b i l i t i e s  may n o t  be t h e  same as my DIVARTY commander i n  t h e  
4 t h  I n f a n t r y  D iv i s ion?  
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A. Y e s ,  s ir .  T h a t ' s  c o r r e c t .  I w a s  t h e  Task Force 
Oregon A r t i l l e r y  commander, and my p o s i t i o n  remained t h e  same 
when we changed t h e  name t o  America1 Div i s ion  A r t i l l e r y  comman­
dey i n  t h i s  r e s p e c t .  I commanded and had complets  command o v e r  
t h e  medium and heavy a r t i l l e r y  which suppor ted  o u r  d i v i s i o n ,  
which ranged from t h r e e  and a h a l f  t o  about  two and a h a l f  ba t ­
t a l i o n s ,  and t h e  d i r e c t  suppor t  a r t i l l e r y  b a t t a l i o n  commanders 
w e r e  under t h e  command of  t h e  b r i g a d e s  because t h e y  were or ­
gan ized  t h a t  way, as s e p a r a t e  l i g h t  i n f a n t r y  b r i g a d e s  brought  
t o g e t h e r  under  d i v i s i o n a l  s t r u c t u r e .  I have a message i n  h e r e  
which was p u t  o u t  i n  June 1967, and t h e  SOP s t a t e d  t h i s  when 
w e  f i r s t  o rgan ized ,  t h a t  t h e s e  a r t i l l e r y  b a t t a l i o n  commanders 
were r e q u i r e d  t o  fo l low my i n s t r u c t i o n s  i n  a l l  o p e r a t i o n a l  m a t t e r s  
concerning t h e  a r t i l l e r y ,  b u t  it happened t h a t  t h e i r  e f f i c i e n c y  
r e p o r t s  were rendered  by t h e  b r i g a d e  commander i n s t e a d  of by 
m e .  Usual ly  t h e  b r igade  commander would c a l l  m e  up and ask m e  
about  them when h e ' d  g e t  ready t o  w r i t e  them. Does t h a t  cover  
e v e r y t h i n g ,  s i r ?  

Q Genera l ly .  T h a t ' s  a r a t h e r  tenuous p o s i t i o n  t o  be 
i n  though. You had c o n t r o l  o f  them, b u t  y e t  t h e y  a r e  i n  
e f f e c t  working f o r  t h e  b r i g a d e  commander, which makes it a l i t t l e  
d i f f i c u l t .  I can unders tand  your p o s i t i o n .  

A. I recommended it be changed, b u t  -itwas n o t  changed 
wh i l e  I was t h e r e  o r  f o r  a y e a r  t h e r e a f t e r .  I unders tand it has  
been changed now. 

Q I t  probably  w a s  n o t  changed u n t i l  such t ime  a s  t h e  
d i v i s i o n  was o f f i c i a l l y  r eo rgan ized .  That  came l a t e  i n  t h e  
game. When d i d  you become aware of t h e  o p e r a t i o n  of Task Force 
Barker  i n t o  t h e  Son My a r e a  which was t o  be i n i t i a t e d  on 1 6  
March 1968? 

A. S i r ,  i t ' s  been a long  t i m e ,  and I c a n ' t  say  e x a c t l y .  
I do know t h i s ,  t h a t  it was my p o l i c y  whenever I v i s i t e d  a f i r e  
base  where a r t i l l e r y  was l o c a t e d ,  t o  go i n  and v i s i t  t h e  i n f a n t r y  
b a t t a l i o n ,  and normally I g o t  b r i e f e d  on t h e i r  o p e r a t i o n s .  I 
remember v i s i t i n g  Colonel  Frank BARKER a t  l e a s t  4 o r  5 t imes.  
I w a s  probably b r i e f e d  on t h e  My La i  i n c i d e n t ,  b u t  I was never  
b r i e f e d  on i t  a s  be ing  anyth ing  very  much o u t  of t h e  o r d i n a r y ,  
and I f o r g o t  complete ly  about  it u n t i l  such t ime a s  t h e  tele ­
v i s i o n  coverage came o u t .  I t h i n k  i t ' s  s a f e  t o  say  though t h a t  
I probably v i s i t e d  him 
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sometime between t h e  14th  and t h e  18th of March, and pro ­
bably was t o l d  about t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  inc iden t .  

Q - Let  me review t h i s  opera t ion  very b r i e f l y  f o r  you, 
which may tend t o  r e f r e s h  your memory. (I0 s t e p s  t o  Exh ib i t  
MAP-1.) This was t o  be a three-company opera t ion .  Of course ,  
they were c o n t r o l l e d  by the  base a t  LZ Dot t i e ,  with ~ / 3 / 1p u t  
i n  a blocking p o s i t i o n  nor th  of t h e  Song Diem Diem, genera l ly  
t o  t h e  nor th  and west of My Lai (1)o r  t h e  a rea  commonly r e f e r r e d  
t o  a s  P i n k v i l l e .  C/1/20 was t o  conduct an a i r  a s s a u l t  i n  t h e  
genera l  a r e a  west of My Lai  ( 4 ) ,  proceed through My Lai  ( 4 ) ,  and 
on up t o  a r a l l y i n g  a r e a  genera l ly  t o  t h e  west of My Lai (1). 
B/4/3 was t o  land t o  t h e  south of My Lai (1)with  a combat a s s a u l t ,  
and proceed t o  t h e  nor th  t o  l i n k  up with C / 1 / 2 0 .  That genera l ly  
i s  t h e  planned opera t ion  f o r  t h e  f i r s t  day, although a l l  t h e s e  
th ings  were s u b j e c t  t o  change. But t h i s  a c t u a l l y  d i d  eventuate .  
The fol lowing day Char l i e  went down i n t o  t h i s  a r e a  t o  t h e  south 
of H i l l  85 along t h e  Song Tra Khuc, and then  proceeded back up 
t o  t h i s  a r e a  where it laagered  t h a t  n i g h t ,  and t h e  fol lowing ­
day moved ou t  i n  t h e  f i e l d .  Bravo Company t h e  second day moved C 

down a s p i t  of land along t h e  coas t  t o  t h e  Co Lay v i l l a g e s ,  
9 

laagered  i n  h e r e ,  and then  proceeded i n  i t s  opera t ion  up along 
t h i s  peninsula  he re  and i n  t h e  a r e a  of Son Hai. Does t h a t  b r i n g  
anything t o  your mind? U 

A. Y e s .  I remember t h i s  very vaguely. Actua l ly ,  General ,  
t h e  only t h i n g  t h a t  I have heard about My Lai t h a t  rang a f a m i l i a r  
note  a s  t o  what I had heard about it was when Captain MEDINA was on 
t e l e v i s i o n ,  and he descr ibed  t h e  i n c i d e n t  a s  he understood it. 
Something he s a i d  about some c i v i l i a n s  g e t t i n g  k i l l e d  i n  a c ross ­
f i r e ,  t h a t  rang t r u e  t o  me. Now I be l i eve  t h a t  sometime i n  t h i s  
pe r iod  I was b r i e f e d  by e i t h e r  Colonel Frank BARKER o r  Major CALHOUN, 
t h e  S 3 ,  and poss ib ly  Captain VAZQUEZ, who was t h e  a r t i l l e r y  l i a s o n  
o f f i c e r ,  on t h e  vague o u t l i n e s  of t h e  a f f a i r  g e n e r a l l y  t h e  way 
Captain MEDINA descr ibed  it on t e l e v i s i o n ,  

Q You mean t h a t  MEDINA would i n d i c a t e  t h i s  number of 
people? What you heard involved t h e  same number of people being 
k i l l e d ?  

A. I d o n ' t  remember how many people,  b u t  I do remember 
t h a t  somewhere i n  t h a t  l i n e  it was i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  some noncombat­
a n t s  had been k i l l e d  i n  an i n f a n t r y  c r o s s f i r e .  A t  no t ime was 
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t h e r e  any a l l e g a t i o n  it was an a r t i l l e r y  i n c i d e n t  which, o f  course  
w a s  my pr imary concern.  

Q. A s  t h e  DIVARTY commander, d i d  you d i s c u s s  t h i s  w i t h  
t h e  d i v i s i o n  commander o r  any of t h e  a s s i s t a n t  d i v i s i o n  commanders 
o r  w i th  t h e  d i v i s i o n  G 3 ?  

A. No. But i t ' s  because o f  t h a t  I b e l i e v e  t h a t  perhaps  I 
f i r s t  hea rd  about  it a t  t h e  morning b r i e f i n g ,  something l i k e  t h a t .  

Q A t  BARKER' s morning b r i e f i n g ?  

A. General  KOSTER's morning b r i e f i n g .  A t  l e a s t  I know 
t h a t  when they  b r i e f e d  m e  on what had happened, I had heard  about  
it someplace b e f o r e  up a t  d i v i s i o n .  But n o t  i n  any t e r m s  of  a 
murder, o f  a massacre ,  j u s t  t h a t  t h e r e  had been some noncombatant: 
k i l l e d .  

Q W e l l ,  now I ' d  l i k e  t o  go back up t o  d i v i s i o n .  Did 
you normal ly  a t t e n d  t h e  evening s t a f f  b r i e f i n g ?  

A. I a t t e n d e d  on a r e g u l a r  b a s i s  t h r e e  b r i e f i n g s ,  s ir .  
Every morning a t  7 :45  we had an update by t h e  G-staff  i n  General  
KOSTER's o f f i c e ,  and t h e  morning i n t e l l i g e n c e  b r i e f i n g .  A t  5 
o ' c l o c k  we had a s t a f f  b r i e f i n g  f o r  t h e  e n t i r e  s t a f f  i n  t h e  reg ­
u l a r  b r i e f i n g  room. Following t h a t  w e  would go over  t o  General  
KOSTER's o f f i c e  and g e t  t h e  i n t e l l i g e n c e  b r i e f i n g  and cover  a 
number of  p o i n t s .  So t h o s e  a r e  t h e  t h r e e  b r i e f i n g s  t h a t  w e  had. 

Q Do you r e c a l l  t h e  b r i e f i n g  on t h e  evening of 16 
March? 

A. No, s ir .  

Q Colonel  YOUNG, I w i l l  show you E x h i b i t  M-6 which 
has  been e n t e r e d  i n t o  t h e  r eco rd .  This  i s  t h e  America1 l o g  f o r  
t h e  d a t e  of 1 6  March. I would c a l l  your a t t e n t i o n  t o  two i t e m s .  
The f i r s t  i s  i t e m  number 2 8  on t h e  t h i r d  page. 

A. Y e s .  I s e e  number 28 .  

Q. A l l  r i g h t .  Now t u r n  t o  page number 9 .  Look a t  t h e  
f i n a l  count  i n  i t e m  number 9 4 .  I f  you w i l l  go down t o  t h e  f i f t h  
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l i n e ,  you w i l l  n o t i c e  it s t a r t s  o f f ,  " I n  Operat ion Muscatine." 

A. I t e m  94? 

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  I read  it. 

Q Do you remember t h a t  i t e m  be ing  b r i e f e d  on t h e  
evening of t h e  16 th?  

A. I j u s t  c a n ' t  remember. No, sir. ,b 

Q With r e f e r e n c e  now t o  i tem number 2 8 ,  where it i n ­
d i c a t e s  69 k i l l e d  by a r t i l l e r y ,  do you remember t h a t ?  

A. No, s i r ,  b u t  you unders tand t h a t  I was ove r  t h e r e  
a y e a r ,  and w e  had a c t i o n s  every day, and I c a n ' t  remember it 
s p e c i f i c a l l y .  

Q W e l l ,  how o f t e n  d i d  you eve r  g e t  69 k i l l e d  by 
a r t i l l e r y ?  

A. I d o n ' t  remember t h a t  and - ­

Q ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  That would s t a n d  o u t  p r e t t y  damn c l e a r  
i n  my mind and your mind, too .  

A. I d o n ' t  remember. W e  had a p o l i c y  t h a t  w e  d i d n ' t  
e v e r  keep t r a c k  of what was k i l l e d  by a r t i l l e r y  o r  i n f a n t r y ,  be­
cause w e  w e r e n ' t  i n  a competetive pos tu re .  W e  i n  t h e  a r t i l l e r y  
counted any ground gained o r  enemy k i l l e d  by t h e  u n i t  we w e r e  
suppor t ing  a s  being what w e  w e r e  a f t e r .  W e  never t r i e d  t o  d i f ­
f e r e n t i a t e  between what was i n f a n t r y  k i l l e d  a2d what was a r t i l l e r y  
k i l l e d .  They might n o t  have even b r i e f e d  it t h a t  way. 

Q I t  was g e n e r a l l y  known by everybody i n  t h e  a r t i l l e r y .  
Colonel LUPER knew t h i s .  People down a t  t h e  b r igade  knew it. I t  
came i n  h e r e  i n  t h i s .  I t  seems t o  me t h a t  wi th  an ou t s t and ing  
a r t i l l e r y  f i g u r e  l i k e  t h a t ,  t h a t  somebody ought t o  have been aware 
of it up a t  DIVARTY. 

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  I may have been aware of i t ,  b u t  I j u s t  
c a n ' t  remember it. 
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Q Now t e l l  m e ,  d i d  you g e t  a d a i l y  count  of rounds 
f i r e d ?  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q Do you r e c a l l  t h e  r e p o r t  on t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  d a t e ?  

A. No, sir. 

Q Who would be checking on t h i n g s  l i k e  t h a t  i n  your  
DIVARTY? You've g o t  a complete s t a f f  o v e r  t h e r e  t o  ana lyze  t h i s  
s o r t  o f  t h i n g .  

A. W e l l ,  w e  had a f i r e  suppor t  e lement  which inc luded  
t h e  f u n c t i o n s  a l s o  normally done by a DIVARTY f i r e  d i r e c t i o n  
c e n t e r .  I had them combined. They g o t  t h e i r  r e p o r t s  of rounds 
f i r e d  and s o  f o r t h  l i k e  t h a t .  W e  had s t a n d a r d  b r i e f i n g s  which 
w e r e  p r e s e n t e d  each  day. Such a r e p o r t  l i k e  t h i s  would normally 
come through t h e  G3 channels  t o  t h e  G3, and would be handled by 
t h e  G3. 

Q. I n  t h e  G3 shop you had an a r t i l l e r y  - ­
A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  W e  w e r e  a d j a c e n t ,  l i k e  i n  t h e  n e x t  room. 

Q- So you a l l  worked t o g e t h e r .  

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  

Q. So a r e p o r t  l i k e  t h i s  coming i n  on i t e m  2 8 ,  c e r t a i n l y
your  a r t i l l e r y  f i r e  d i r e c t i o n  c e n t e r  people  would know what went 
on, wouldn ' t they?  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q- So it seems r a t h e r  unusual  t o  m e  t h a t  t hey  would be 
unaware of it. This  in format ion  comes i n t o  TOC,  and nobody i s  
checking on t h e  number of rounds f i r e d  o r  any th ing  e l s e ?  S ix ty -
n i n e ,  t h i s  i s  q u i t e  a s i z e a b l e  f i g u r e  a c t u a l l y .  

A. W e l l ,  n o t  r e a l l y .  I n  o u r  a r e a  t o  k i l l  as many as 
150 i n  one day was n o t  unusual .  I t  happened--well,  two o r  t h r e e  
t i m e s  a month o r  more, and i f  somebody had a k i l l  o f  69 and s a i d  
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it was a l l  a r t i l l e r y ,  I ' d  j u s t  c o n s i d e r  w e l l  maybe it w a s  a l l  
a r t i l l e r y  and maybe it w a s  a r t i l l e r y  and o t h e r  t h i n g s .  ~ t ' s  
j u s t  69. 

Q I ' m  s u r e  somebody would check i n t o  it t o  f i n d  o u t  
t h e  circums,tances.  C e r t a i n l y  I can unders tand c a t c h i n g  an out­
f i t  o u t  i n  t h e  open and be ing  a b l e  t o  pound them wi th  a r t i l l e r y  
and having a huge k i l l i n g  o u t  t h e r e .  I ' v e  seen t h i s  happen many 
t i m e s .  But a t  t h e  same t i m e ,  somebody always checked t o  f i n d  
o u t  what t h e  c i rcumstance  were,  t o  f i n d  o u t  how many rounds 
w e r e  f i r e d ,  t o  f i n d  o u t  i f ,  i n  f a c t ,  t hey  d i d  k i l l  t h e s e  people  
o u t  i n  t h e  open, where t h e y  were i n  t h e  open,  whether  t hey  w e r e  
i n  bunkers o r  n o t ,  and how many t h e y  k i l l e d .  But I end up h e r e  
w i t h  a r e p o r t  l i k e  t h i s  r each ing  d i v i s i o n  and no th ing  happens,  
i t ' s  n o t  even checked i n t o .  

A. A s  I s a y ,  I d o n ' t  remember it as be ing  any unusa l ly  
l a r g e  k i l l  by a r t i l l e r y .  

Q • One t h i n g  w e  do know i s  t h a t  no th ing  w a s  done about  
it i n  a l l  e v e n t s .  You have no i d e a  how many rounds were f i r e d  
t h a t  day wi thou t  t h e  b e n e f i t  of checking back i n t o  your  e n t r i e s  
i n  your  l o g  t h a t  day? 

A. No, s ir .  But remember a t  t h a t  t i m e  w e  had been 
c u t  back. W e  had 105 t u b e s  o r  something t h a t  were f i r i n g  every­
day,  and a t  one t i m e  w e  were f i r i n g  a s  h igh  a s  142 t u b e s .  Th i s  
maybe was one b a t t e r y .  A t  t h i s  s t a g e  i n  t h e  game I remember LZ 
Upt igh t  very  w e l l ,  and Capta in  GAMBLE was t h e  b a t t e r y  commander, 
and Captain  VAZQUEZ was t h e  a r t i l l e r y  l a i s o n  o f f i c e r .  I d o n ' t  
remember t h e  d e t a i l s  of t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  o p e r a t i o n .  Now had t h e r e  
been any a l l e g a t i o n s  of an a r t i l l e r y  i n c i d e n t ,  I have a f i l e  h e r e  
of a r t i l l e r y  i n c i d e n t s  where w e  thoroughly i n v e s t i g a t e d  because 
one Vietnamese woman w a s  k i l l e d  o r  one man and 4 oxen. W e  r a n  
a complete i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  sworn s t a t e m e n t s ,  t h e  whole b i t ,  and 
none of t h a t  came t o  my a t t e n t i o n  on t h i s  i n c i d e n t .  

Q W e l l ,  you see, t h i s  i s  what makes t h i s  s o  inconceiv­
a b l e  i n  my mind. I t ' s  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  you s a y ,  on t h e  one hand, 
you fol lowed r i g h t  s t r a i g h t  through on t h e s e  r e p o r t s .  Y e t  w e  
come down t o  an i n c i d e n t  l i k e  t h i s  where I know t h a t  t h e  a r t i l ­
l e r y  prep  was a ve ry  l i g h t  prep.  I d o n ' t  know f o r  s u r e  how many 
rounds were f i r e d ,  b u t  t hey  on ly  had fou r  t u b e s  up t h e r e ,  and 
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t h e  p rep  c o u l d n ' t  have l a s t e d  over  5 minu te s ,  ve ry  l i k e l y  it 
on ly  l a s t e d  3  minutes .  For t h a t  s i z e  p r e p  t o  k i l l  69 peop le ,  
i n  my view, i s  j u s t  damn n e a r  i nconce ivab le  u n l e s s  you j u s t  
happen t o  g e t  about  t h r e e  o r  f o u r  lucky rounds i n  t h e  middle 
of a format ion  o r  something. 

A. The on ly  way I can say  I remembered it i s  when I 
hea rd  Captain  MEDINA speaking  on t e l e v i s i o n ,  t h a t  sounded f a m i l i a r .  

Q Who d i d  t h e  b r i e f i n g  down t h e r e ,  w i l l  you t e l l  me 
t h a t ?  

A. I c a n ' t  remember, s i r ,  b u t  it would have been--every 
t i m e  I went t h e r e ,  I u s u a l l y  spoke t o  t h e  t a s k  f o r c e  commander, 
L i eu t enan t  Colonel  BARKER, who was subsequent ly  k i l l e d ,  o r  
h i s  S3, Major CALHOUN. I f  t hey  w e r e n ' t  t h e r e ,  t h e  a r t i l l e r y  
l i a i s o n  o f f i c e r  who was Captain  VAZQUEZ. 

Q But t hey  j u s t  t o l d  you what you had a l r e a d y  heard  
up a t  d i v i s i o n , ,  a s  f a r  a s  I r e c o l l e c t ,  what you s a i d  p r e v i o u s l y  
i n  your t es t imony he re .  This  w a s n ' t  any th ing  new t o  you? 

A. I wou ldn ' t  say  t h a t .  This  i s  t h e  problem a f t e r  a 
y e a r ,  a lmost  2 y e a r s .  I c a n ' t  s ay  f o r  s u r e  what I hea rd  when, 
b u t  t h e  g e n e r a l  impress ion  I g o t  i s  t h a t  i n  t h e  d i v i s i o n  b r i e f i n g ,  
one of t h e  c l o s e d  b r i e f i n g s  i n  General  KOSTER's of £ i c e ,  w e  may 
have heard  about  some noncombatants be ing  k i l l e d ,  b u t  it was 
never  a l l e g e d  t h a t  t h e  a r t i l l e r y  d i d  it. So I probably  asked 
about  it, and I g o t  a b r i e f i n g  which r i n g s  s o r t  of l i k e  what 
Captain  MEDINA s a i d  on t e l e v i s i o n ,  k i l l e d  by c r o s s f i r e .  

Q But you had heard  i t ,  a s  I p r e v i o u s l y  s t a t e d ,  you 
had had g e n e r a l l y  t h e  same subs tance  up a t  d i v i s i o n ,  perhaps  i n  
one of t h e  c l o s e d  b r i e f i n g s ?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  

Q Colonel  YOUNG, I have h e r e  two documents. The f i r s t  
document i s  USARV Regulat ion 525-7. The second i s  a l e t t e r ,  
s u b j e c t :  "Repor t ing  and I n v e s t i g a t i o n  of  ~ r t i l l e r yI n c i d e n t s , "  
d a t e d  15 January  1968,  from Headquar te rs ,  America1 Div i s ion  
A r t i l l e r y .  I ' d  l i k e  t o  have t h e s e  e n t e r e d  i n t o  t h e  r e c o r d  and 
marked as e x h i b i t s .  

(YOUNG) 11 APP T-167 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 
 

RCDR : A m e r i c a 1  DIVARTY l e t t e r ,  da t ed  15 January  1968, 
w i l l  be marked as E x h i b i t  D - 1 4 .  USARV Regulat ion 525-7, d a t e d  
5 January 1968, w i l l  be marked as E x h i b i t  D - 1 1 .  

I0: I w i l l  show you t h e s e  documents and ask i f  you are 
f a m i l i a r  w i t h  t h e s e ,  Colonel  YOUNG? 

A. Y e s ,  I am. Also t h i s  a t t a c h e d  t o  i t ,  t h e  I11 MAF 
d i r e c t i v e .  T h a t ' s  t h e  one we w e r e  complying wi th  ( i n d i c a t i n g  
a document l a t e r  r e c e i v e d  i n  ev idence  a s  E x h i b i t  D-12 which was 
e r roneous ly  handed t h e  w i tnes s  a long  wi th  E x h i b i t s  D - 1 1  and D - 1 4 ) .  

Q I would l i k e  t o  g e t  t h i s  e n t e r e d  i n t o  t h e  r eco rd ,  
too.  This  i s  d a t e d  2 March 1967, s u b j e c t  - - t h i s  d o e s n ' t  belong 
he re .  This  happens t o  belong o v e r  i n  t h i s  o t h e r  one. This  is  
"Ser ious  I n c i d e n t  Report .  " (I0 r e t u r n s  t h e  document, l a te r  Exh ib i t  
D-12, t o  t h e  r e c o r d e r . )  

A. Y e s ,  I ' m  f a m i l i a r  w i t h  t h i s .  ( E x h i b i t  D-14 )  I s i g n e d  
it. 

Q I f  t h e  b a t t a l i o n  commander, f o r  example, had a r e p o r t
t h a t  69 people  l i s t e d  as VC had been k i l l e d  by a r t i l l e r y  f i r e ,  and 
a t  t h e  same t i m e  t h i s  b a t t a l i o n  commander knew t h a t  some c i v i l i a n s  
had been k i l l e d ,  shou ld  he o r  should  he n o t  i n i t i a t e  an a r t i l l e r y  
i n c i d e n t  r e p o r t ?  

A. I f  he had any reason  t o  t h i n k  t h a t  t h e  a r t i l l e r y  k i l l e d  
any noncombatants, he should.  W e  were doing t h i s  i n  t h e  America1 
Div is ion .  Now, I d o n ' t  know whether you want me t o  go i n t o  t h i s  
now o r  n o t ,  b u t  I have some documents-here t o  show j u s t  what w e  
were doing.  

Q Well,  we might a s  w e l l  go i n t o  i t ,  because I ' m  going
t o  g e t  i n t o  it i n  cons ide rab le  dep th .  

A. I r e q u i r e d  every  b a t t e r y  and b a t t a l i o n  f i r e  d i r e c t i o n  
c c e n t e r ,  one i n  eve ry  b a t t e r y  and eve ry  b a t t a l i o n  o f  t h e  A m e r i c a 1  
DIVARTY, of  a l l  t h e  a r t i l l e r y  u n i t s  whether t hey  were d i r e c t  sup­
p o r t  o r  g e n e r a l  s u p p o r t ,  t o  keep t h r e e  t h i n g s  i n  t h e i r  f i r e  d i r e c ­
t i o n  c e n t e r s ,  which I have i n  f r o n t  of me he re .  One i s  A m e r i c a 1  
DIVARTY F i e l d  SOP ( l a t e r  admi t ted  as E x h i b i t  M-66). One i s  - ­
Q ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  L e t  m e  s e e  t h a t  document i f  I may? 
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(Witness hands SOP, l a t e r  E x h i b i t  M-66, t o  10.) 

A. Y e s ,  sir. I have some paper  c l i p s  i n  t h e r e  which 
I w i l l  d i s c u s s  l a t e r  i n  my tes t imony.  Another i s  a message, a 
book le t  of command i n s t r u c t i o n s .  This  i nc luded  c e r t a i n  very 
impor tan t  command i n s t r u c t i o n s ,  i n c l u d i n g  a  l e t t e r  d a t e d  7  May 
1967 ( l a t e r  admi t ted  a s  E x h i b i t  M-70) which i s  r e f e r e n c e d  i n  
t h i s  document, ( i n d i c a t i n g  E x h i b i t  D - 1 4 )  which w a s  set  up 
s h o r t l y  a f t e r  w e  became o p e r a t i o n a l ,  on t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  of 
a r t i l l e r y  i n c i d e n t s .  

Q 0 I t ' s  r e f e r e n c i n g  t h i s  l e t t e r ?  

A. N o .  I t  ( t h e  7 May l e t t e r )  i s  r e fe renced  i n  t h a t  
l e t t e r  r i g h t  h e r e  ( E x h i b i t  D - 1 4 )  , sir .  That  ( 7  May l e t t e r )  w a s  
a Task Force  Oregon l e t t e r  which I g o t  t h e  c h i e f  of s t a f f  t o  s i g n  
s h o r t l y  a f t e r  w e  became o p e r a t i o n a l .  I t  s p e c i f i e d  t h a t  a l l  ar ­
t i l l e r y  i n c i d e n t s  would be r e p o r t e d  t o  m e  a s  t h e  d i v i s i o n  a r t i l l e r ]  
commander and I would appo in t  an i m p a r t i a l  i n v e s t i g a t i n g  o f f i c e r ,  
a f i e l d  grade  o f f i c e r ,  from ano the r  b a t t a l i o n  t o  i n v e s t i g a t e  it. 
Had t h i s  My L a i  t h i n g  come t o  me i n  any manner l i k e  t h a t ,  I would 
have done it. I have a whole f i l e  h e r e  t o  show of ca ses  where w e  
d i d  it. 

Now t h e r e  a r e  o t h e r  t h i n g s  t h a t  a r e  i n  t h i s .  I used 
t o ,  from t i m e  t o  t ime ,  p u t  o u t  what I c a l l e d  " A r t i l l e r y  I tems f o r  
Command Emphasis." Knowing t h a t  t h e r e ' s  a c o n s t a n t  t u rnove r ,  I 
r e q u i r e d  every  one of  t h e s e  t o  be p l a c e d  i n  t h e  f o l d e r  j u s t  l i k e  
t h i s .  This  i s  i d e n t i c a l  t o  what was r e q u i r e d  t o  be i n  every f i r e  
d i r e c t i o n  c e n t e r .  We r e q u i r e d  a l l  new o f f i c e r s  who went t o  work 
i n  any of t h o s e  f i r e  d i r e c t i o n  c e n t e r s  t o  r ead  it. Furthermore,  
w e  had a gunnery c h e c k l i s t  ( l a t e r  admi t ted  as E x h i b i t  M-67), which 
i s  inc luded  r i g h t  on t h e  t o p  document h e r e .  The b a t t e r y  commander 
w a s  r e q u i r e d  t o  i n s p e c t ,  u s i n g  t h i s  c h e c k l i s t ,  and each b a t t a l i o n  
commander w a s  r e q u i r e d  t o  i n s p e c t  u s ing  t h i s  c h e c k l i s t .  The re­
s u l t s  of t h e i r  i n s p e c t i o n s  had t o  be a v a i l a b l e  anytime I or my 
r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  e n t e r e d  t h e i r  f i r e  d i r e c t i o n  c e n t e r .  

Now I ' d  l i k e  t o  j u s t  p o i n t  o u t  one of  t h e s e  " A r t i l l e r y  
I t e m s  f o r  Command Emphasis. " This  ( l a t e r  admi t ted  as E x h i b i t  M-6 8 
i s  d a t e d  1 2  October 1967. Paragraph 3 :  "The MACV r u l e s  05 engage- 
ment w i l l  be s t r i c t l y  observed w i t h i n  t h e  America1 Div is ion .  This  
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a p p l i e s  e q u a l l y  t o  t h e  f i r e s  a t  t h e  r e q u e s t  of ARVN u n i t s .  The 
r u l e s  a r e  d e t a i l e d  i n  t h e  Task Force Oregon SOP, Annex A ,  Opera­
t i o n s , "  and t h e r e  i s  a c i te .  I ' m  p repared  t o  show it t o  you h e r e ,  
and a l s o  t h e  c i te  where t h e y  are s p e l l e d  o u t  i n  h e r e .  These 
covered such t h i n g s  as l i g h t  f i r e  from a v i l l a g e  w i l l  n o t  be used 
as an excuse t o  p u t  f i r e  i n t o  t h e  v i l l a g e ,  b u t  i f  t h e r e  i s  heavy 
f i r e  from t h e  v i l l a g e  t h a t ' s  p r even t ing  t h e  u n i t  from accomplishing 
i t s  miss ion ,  t h e y  can.  That  t y p e  of t h i n g .  These come s t r a i g h t  
o u t  of MACV documents which I wrote  i n t o  t h e  Task Force Oregon 
SOP when we f i r s t  w e r e  o rgan ized .  

The l a s t  t h i n g  t h a t  I r e q u i r e d  was a f o l d e r  on ar ­
t i l l e r y  i n c i d e n t s ,  i n c l u d i n g  t h i s  l e t t e r  of 7 May 1967 ( l a t e r  
E x h i b i t  M-70), which i n d i c a t e d  how they  would r e p o r t  t h e s e  i n c i ­
d e n t s  and when t h e y  would r e p o r t  i t ,  and t h e  I11 MAF d i r e c t i v e ,  
(111 MAF I n s t r u c t i o n  5830.1A, l a t e r  E x h i b i t  D-12) which i s  a 
quote  of t h a t  USARV d i r e c t i v e  (USARV Regula t ion  335-6, l a t e r  
E x h i b i t  D-10) as t o  t h e  format  and how t o  r e p o r t  s e r i o u s  
i n c i d e n t s .  Every i n c i d e n t  t h a t  e v e r  occu r red  i n  t h e  y e a r  
t h a t  I was t h e r e ,  a t  t h e  end of t h e  i n c i d e n t  I had a p l a n s  
o f f i c e r  t h a t  d r a f t e d  t h i s  f o r  m e .  Then I ' d  p e r s o n a l l y  
c o r r e c t  it and p u t  o u t  a s h o r t  summary message t o  a l l  t h e  ar ­
t i l l e r y  u n i t s  of  how it occu r red ,  what t hey  should  do t o  pre ­
v e n t  i t ,  and what had been done wrong i n  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  case, 
you see. The o f f i c e r s  w e r e  a l l  r e q u i r e d  t o  r e a d  t h i s ,  and I 
j u s t  went through it t h e  o t h e r  day and marked a l l  t h e  cases 
where t hey  involved  noncombatants t o  i n d i c a t e  t h a t  w e  w e r e  
fo l lowing  t h i s  p o l i c y  ve ry  s t r i c t l y .  I might add t h a t  a t  no 
t ime  i n  connec t ion  w i t h  t h i s  My Lai  i n c i d e n t  w a s  t h e r e  any 
r e p o r t  of an a r t i l l e r y  i n c i d e n t ,  and I made no i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  
l a t e r  t h a n  an i n c i d e n t  t h a t  occur red  18 February 1968 u n t i l  
t h e  t i m e  t h a t  I t u r n e d  o v e r  t h e  command on 31 March. 

Q W e  would l i k e  t o  have a v a i l a b l e  t o  us t h e s e  doc­
uments you have.  W e  w i l l  r e t u r n  them t o  you. We'd l i k e  t o  
make cop ie s  of them. 

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q W e ' l l  r e t u r n  t h e  o r i g i n a l s  t o  you. 

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  I ' d  l i k e  t o  j u s t  read  one o t h e r  message 
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Q. Did he say  who a d j u s t e d  i t ?  

A. It would have been t h e  a r t i l l e r y  l i a i s o n  o f f i c e r  who 
a d j u s t e d  it. But t h i s  i s  s i n c e  t h e  t h i n g  came o u t  a s  an i n c i ­
d e n t .  I c a n ' t  remember back t o  t h o s e  days.  

Q. W e l l ,  t h e s e  a r e  t h i n g s  t h a t  b a f f l e  m e ,  Colonel  YOUNG. 
You've gone through h e r e ,  and you 've  t o l d  m e  a l l  t h e  regula ­
t i o n s  t h a t  you 've  l a i d  down and a l l  of  t h i s  and t h a t .  And t o  
t h e  b e s t  of my knowledge and e v e r y t h i n g  I g e t  from t h i s  oper ­
a t i o n ,  none of  t h a t  was done, n o t  a damned b i t  o f  it. For  
example, t h e  a r t i l l e r y  p rep ,  t h e y  f i r e d  one round,  one r e g i s ­
t e r e d  round,  which landed somewhere i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  of  a 
thousand meters  t o  t h e  no r th .  They a d j u s t e d  and f i r e d  f o r  
e f f e c t .  Is t h a t  t h e  way you handled a r t i l l e r y  i n  t h e  America1 
Div is ion?  

A. I d o n ' t  know who t o l d  you t h a t ,  sir. 

Q. I ' m  g e t t i n g  it from t h e  a r t i l l e r y  l i a i s o n  o f f i c e r ,  
and t h i s  I can  h a r d l y  comprehend. 

A. W e l l ,  I never  had any r e p o r t  l i k e  t h a t ,  sir.  

Q And a t  t h e  same t i m e  w e  g e t  r e p o r t s  o f  69 people  
k i l l e d  by a r t i l l e r y  f i r e ,  and w e  must have rounds f i r e d  going 
i n .  They f i r e d  two preps  o u t  t h e r e ,  and t h a t ' s  a l l  t h e  a r ­
t i l l e r y  t hey  f i r e d  t h a t  day. My guess  i s  t h a t  between t h e  two 
preps  t h e y  probably  f i r e d  somewhere between 100 and 200 rounds ,  
maybe n o t  even t h a t  much. 

A. Well ,  probably what happened i s  t h a t  r e p o r t  came i n  
and was e n t e r e d  on t h e  j ou rna l .  My du ty  o f f i c e r  proSably c a l l e d  
t h e  b a t t a l i o n ' ,  and they  s a i d ,  "No, t h a t ' s  n o t  t r u e .  A s  f a r  as 
w e  can see, what few rounds we f i r e d  d i d n ' t  k i l l  anybody. " 

Q- You are making an assumption now? 

A.  Y e s ,  I a m .  

Q - W e l l ,  w e ' r e  n o t  d e a l i n g  i n  assumptions ,  ve ry  f r a n k l y .  
I can make a l o t  of  assumptions,  b u t  I ' m  n o t  go ing  t o  a c c e p t  
t h a t  k ind  of  assumption.  

I have h e r e  some a d d i t i o n a l  documents I ' d  l i k e  t o  
have e n t e r e d  i n t o  t h e  r eco rd .  This  MACV D i r e c t i v e  335-1, d a t e d  
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22 November 1967, s u b j e c t :  "Reports  of Se r ious  C r i m e s  or 
I n c i d e n t s .  " 

RCDR: This  w i l l  be e n t e r e d  i n t o  t h e  r e c o r d  as-­

Q • ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  W e l l ,  I ' l l  g i v e  you a whole l i s t  of  
them. Here's a n o t h e r ,  MACV D i r e c t i v e  335-12, d a t e d  29 November 
1967, "Repor t s ,  Spot  Reports ."  T h a t ' s  335-12, Headquar te rs ,  MACV. 
I have h e r e  ano the r  document, d a t e d  24 June 1967, from Head­
q u a r t e r s ,  USARV, e n t i t l e d ,  "Repor t s ,  Se r ious  I n c i d e n t  ~ e p o r t s . "  
T h a t ' s  number 335-6. I have h e r e  a I11 MAF d i r e c t i v e  (111 MAF 
I n s t r u c t i o n  5830.1A), d a t e d  2 March 1967, s u b j e c t :  "Spot S e r i o u s  
I n c i d e n t  Reports ."  I ' d  l i k e  t o  have a l l  of t h e s e  d i r e c t i v e s  
e n t e r e d  i n t o  t h e  r e c o r d  and marked as e x h i b i t s .  

RCDR: MACV D i r e c t i v e  335-1 w i l l  be marked as E x h i b i t  D-8. 
MACV D i r e c t i v e  335-12 w i l l  be marked a s  E x h i b i t  D-9. USARV 
Regula t ion  335-6 w i l l  be marked as E x h i b i t  D-10. I11 MAF 
I n s t r u c t i o n  5830.1A w i l l  be marked a s  E x h i b i t  D-12. 

10: Colonel  YOUNG, I w i l l  show you t h e s e  documents. I 
unders tand  w e l l  t h a t  t h e  ones  t h a t  you would fo l low would be t h e  
111 MAF d i r e c t i v e s  s i n c e  you would be under them. But I ' d  l i k e  
you t o  review a l l  o f  t h e s e  and see i f  you a r e  f a m i l i a r  w i t h  them. 
W e ' l l  t a k e  a recess a t  t h i s  t i m e  whi le  he reviews t h e s e  documents. 

(The h e a r i n g  r e c e s s e d  a t  1410 hour s ,  16 January  1970.) 

(The h e a r i n g  reconvened a t  1420 hour s ,  16 January  
1970.)  

I0: The h e a r i n g  w i l l  come t o  o r d e r .  

RCDR : A l l  pe r sons  p r e s e n t  when t h e  h e a r i n g  r eces sed  are 
aga in  p r e s e n t .  . 

I0 : Were you f a m i l i a r  w i th  t h o s e  documents, Colonel  
YOUNG? 

A. Y e s ,  sir. I b e l i e v e  I was. I c a n ' t  p o s i t i v e l y  s ay  
t h a t  I saw every  one,  b u t  I do know t h a t  t h i s  l e t t e r  which I 
s i g n e d  on 15 January  ( E x h i b i t  D - 1 4 )  r e f e r e n c e d  t h o s e ,  t h e  USARV 
Regula t ion  525-7 ( E x h i b i t  D - 1 1 ) ;  t h e  I11 MAE' l e t t e r  ( E x h i b i t  
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D-12) which i s  i n  t h i s  f o l d e r  which eve ry  one of  my b a t t e r y  
and b a t t a l i o n  commanders had; and t h e  l e t t e r  of  7 May ( l a t e r  
admi t ted  as E x h i b i t  M-70) which was s igned  by t h e  c h i e f  o f  
s t a f f  of Task Force Oreqon, which was neces sa ry  because t h i s  
w a s  my a u t h o r i t y  t o  i n v e s t i g a t e  a c c i d e n t s  o c c u r r i n g  i n  t h e  
d i r e c t  suppor t  b a t t a l i o n s  which were under t h e  b r igade .  

Q. I t h i n k  what you are say ing  i s  t h a t  your  document 
ci tes some of t h e s e  documents on t h e  one hand and on t h e  
o t h e r  hand t h a t  your  documents, which are t h e  governing regu- 
l a t i o n s  f o r  d i v i s i o n  a r t i l l e r y  u n i t s ,  c a r r y  o u t  t h e  g e n e r a l  
s p i r i t  of bo th  t h e  a r t i l l e r y  i n c i d e n t  r e p o r t  requ i rements  and 
t h e  s e r i o u s  i n c i d e n t  r e p o r t  requirements .  

A.. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q. They ' re  q u i t e  a  b i t  d i f f e r e n t .  One i s  cover ing
a r t i l l e r y  and l a r g e  c a l i S e r  f i r e ,  b u t  a t  t h e  same t ime t h i s  i s  
a c a t c h a l l  k i n d  o f  r e g u l a t i o n  which would a l s o  i n c l u d e  any non- 
combatants which w e r e  i n j u r e d  by any means. 

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q. W e l l ,  I t h i n k  you can s e e  t h e  dilemma t h a t  I ' m  p u t  
i n  t r y i n g  t o  f i g u r e  o u t  why something was n o t  p i cked  up 
down h e r e .  Now l e t  m e  read  you a few t h i n g s .  This  i s  a 
q u e s t i o n  which w a s  posed t o  Colonel  LUPER: 

"At t h a t  t ime it was c a l l e d  t o  your  a t t e n t i o n  t h a t  
you w e r e  g e t t i n g  an a r t i l l e r y  r e p o r t ,  a r e p o r t  of 
69 k i l l e d  by a r t i l l e r y ?  

"A. It w a s  r e p o r t e d  t o  me t h a t  morning. Whether 
t h a t  w a s  t h e  t ime t h a t  I r e c e i v e d  it o r  n o t ,  I do 
n o t  recal l .  I t  probably  w a s  a t  t h a t  t i m e .  

"Q. How d i d  t h i s  s t r i k e  you? 

"A. A t  t h e  t i m e  it s t r u c k  m e  a s  be ing  r e a l  f i n e ,  
because a t  t h e  t i m e  I assumed t h e y  were a l l  VC, 
which I s t i l l  hope they  w e r e .  

"Q. Even f i r i n g  i n t o  a  v i l l a g e  you were hoping 
t h e y  were VC? 
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"A. T h a t ' s  r i g h t ,  sir. 

"Q. You were wi th  Colonel HENDERSON t h a t  morning. 
When you were with Colonel HENDERSON t h a t  morning, 
were you aware t h a t  some c i v i l i a n s  had been k i l l e d ?  

"A. Yes, s ir .  We could see  along t h e  road l ead ing  
o u t  of t h e  v i l l a g e  some bodies  alongside t h e  
road, s i r ,  and although a t  t h e  a l t i t u d e  we were a t  
it w a s  d i f f i c u l t  t o  r e a l l y  t e l l  e x a c t l y  what they 
were, it appeared t h e r e  were some women and 
c h i l d r e n  t h e r e ,  sir. 

"Q. Do you r e c a l l  any e f f o r t  t h a t  was made t o  
g e t  down and i n v e s t i g a t e  t h e  s i t u a t i o n ,  t o  look 
i n t o  it, o r  t o  d i r e c t  people i n t o  t h e  a rea?  

"A. Not a t  t h a t  t ime,  sir .  I do n o t  because,  of 
course ,  t h e  t roops  were moving up i n t o  t h a t  a r e a  
a t  t h a t  t ime,  and what i n v e s t i g a t i o n  was made I 
do n o t  know. I d i d  n o t  make an i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  ..r*' 

"Q. I want t o  go back again t o  see ing  t h e  bodies ,  
some of which appeared t o  be women and ch i ld ren .  
I would l i k e  f o r  you t o  mark on t h e  map and s o  
i d e n t i f y  t h e  l o c a t i o n s  where you saw t h e  bodies 
and poss ib ly  t h e  number you th ink  you saw. 

"A. I would say 15 t o  20  along he re ,  s i r ,  where 
I have marked. The number of t h e s e  t h a t  would 
be women o r  c h i l d r e n ,  I would n o t  even at tempt  
t o  guess how many. 

"Q. What made you th ink  they were women and ch i ld ­
r en?  Were you f l y i n g  low enough t h a t  you 'could view 
t h e  bodies? 

"A. Enough t h a t  it was more from s i z e  and d r e s s  
than  it would be from anything e l s e .  

"Q. Did you see  any a d d i t i o n a l  bodies? 

"A. I d i d  n o t ,  sir. 

"Q. Were you aware t h a t  an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  was 
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underway concerning an i n c i d e n t  a t  My Lai  ( 4 )  on 
16 March 1968, and t h a t  had been i n i t i a t e d  n o t  
n e c e s s a r i l y  on t h e  1 6 t h ,  b u t  w i t h i n  t h a t  immediate 
t ime  frame? 

"A. I ' m  aware t h a t  t h e  b r i g a d e  commander was 
r e q u e s t e d  t o  look i n t o  t h i s .  I ' m  on ly  aware of  
it because I happened t o  accompany him, I b e l i e v e  
it was t h e  nex t  day,  t h e  1 7 t h ,  when w e  landed where 
Capta in  M E D I N A ' s  company w a s  o p e r a t i n g ,  which was- ­
I d o n ' t  even r e c a l l  t h e  area. I t  was s t i l l  some­
where w i t h i n  t h i s  a r e a ,  and Colonel  HENDERSON 
t a l k e d  t o  Capta in  MEDINA. Colonel  HENDERSON d i d  n o t  
i n d i c a t e  t o  me what t ype  of o r  why he w a s  making an  
i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  

"Q. I n  your op in ion ,  assuming t h e r e  w a s  a gunship 
p r e p a r a t i o n ,  i s  it p o s s i b l e  t h a t  t h e  persons  you 
saw on t h e  road ,  t h e  heavy c a s u a l t i e s  t h e r e ,  could 
have been caused by gunship f i r e ?  

"A. C e r t a i n l y .  I t  w a s  imposs ib le  t o  t e l l  how they  
w e r e  k i l l e d .  I t  could  have been a r t i l l e r y .  I t  
cou ld  have been gunships .  

" Q .  You mentioned where t h e  bod ie s  w e r e  and where 
t h e  t r o o p s  were a t  about  t h a t  t ime .  I n  your es t i ­
mat ion,  do you t h i n k  t h a t  t h e  t r o o p s  were i n  such 
p o s i t i o n  a t  t h a t  t ime ,  t h a t  t h e  people  t h a t  you 
s a w  could  reasonably  have been k i l l e d  by smal l  a r m s  
f i r e  from t h e  ground t r o o p s ?  

"A. I do n o t  t h i n k  so .  

"Q. S i r ,  you w e r e  informed, o r  d i d  you h e a r  t h a t  
it might have been 20 noncombatants k i l l e d  by gun- 
s h i p s  o r  a r t i l l e r y  f i r e ?  

"A. I d o n ' t  s p e c i f i c a l l y  remember t h i s .  I perhaps  
d i d .  This  o p e r a t i o n  j u s t  d i d n l t s e e m  t o  amount t o  
t h i s  much a t  t h a t  t i m e .  There j u s t  w a s n ' t  a  h e l l  
of  a l o t  of  concern about  it. 

"Q. Under Army r e g u l a t i o n s  t h a t  govern you, when 
a noncombatant i s  k i l l e d  by a r t i l l e r y  f i r e ,  what 
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were you r e q u i r e d  t o  g ive?  

"A. I f  a noncombatant w a s  k i l l e d ,  what w e  c a l l e d  
k i l l e d  i n  a r t i l l e r y  i n c i d e n t ,  t h i s  normal ly  came 
up because t h e  f i r e  d i d n ' t  go where it was supposed 
t o  go. I had t o  r e p o r t  it t o  d i v i s i o n  a r t i l l e r y ,  
and t h e n  d i v i s i o n  a r t i l l e r y  would appo in t  a f i e l d  
g rade  o f f i c e r  t o  i n v e s t i g a t e  it. I ' m  t r y i n g  t o  
t h i n k  i f  I had a case  of a  noncombatant. W e  had a 
case  where some of  o u r  own people  were k i l l e d .  I 
d o n ' t  r e c a l l  having a case  i n  t h e  b a t t a l i o n  t h a t  
r e q u i r e d  an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  f o r  i n j u r i n g  c i v i l i a n s .  

"Q. L e t ' s  go back now. Were you informed of  what 
you saw? Did you have any reason  t o  b e l i e v e  t h a t  
noncombatants had been k i l l e d  by a r t i l l e r y  f i r e  i n  
t h i s  o p e r a t i o n ?  

"A. This  would n o t  be r e p o r t e d  a s  an a r t i l l e r y  i n -  
c i d e n t .  This  i s  i n  connec t ion  w i t h  an o p e r a t i o n ,  
and t h e  f i r e s  were f i r e d  where t h e y  w e r e  r e q u e s t e d , ,  
and t h i s  would n o t  be cons ide red  an a r t i l l e r y  i n c i -  
den t .  

"Q. When noncombatants i n  t h e  America1 Div i s ion  w e r e  
k i l l e d  i n  con junc t ion  wi th  a m i l i t a r y  o p e r a t i o n ,  d i d  
t h i s  n o t  r e q u i r e  t hen  any k ind  of i n v e s t i g a t i o n ?  

"A. I f  noncombatants were k i l l e d ,  it would as a 
r e s u l t  r e q u i r e  an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  Y e s ,  it would. I n  
t h i s  c a s e  a l l  r e p o r t s  went t o  d i v i s i o n  as t o  what 
happened, and no i n v e s t i g a t i o n  was made a s  t o  an 
a r t i l l e r y  i n c i d e n t  i n v e s t i g a t i o n . "  

Now I went i n t o  some d e t a i l  on t h a t ,  Colonel  YOUNG, 
because you have a l s o  made it a p o i n t  t o  b r i n g  o u t  how meticu- 
l o u s  you w e r e  i n  p u t t i n g  i n s t r u c t i o n s  o u t ,  and t h e  c o n t r o l  o f  
a r t i l l e r y  f i r e s ,  and s o  on. I would ask you now having heard  
t h a t ,  do you t h i n k  t h a t  was i n  t h e  g e n e r a l  d i r e c t i o n  of  t h e  i n -  
s t r u c t i o n s  you w e r e  p u t t i n g  o u t ?  

A. I t h i n k  it was i n  h i s  point- - in  h i s  view. I n  o t h e r  
words, a t  no p o i n t  i n  connec t ion  wi th  t h i s  i n c i d e n t  w a s  t h e r e  
any a l l e g a t i o n  t h a t  i t  w a s  a r e s u l t  of m i s d i r e c t e d  a r t i l l e r y  f i r e  
o r  t h a t  a r t i l l e r y  f i r e  had i n  f a c t  k i l l e d  anybody. I d o n ' t  r e m e m ­
ber any such a l l e g a t i o n .  
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Q O  Well, do you have t o  have an a l l e g a t i o n ?  I f  you 
see dead bodies  ou t  t h e r e ,  t h a t  i s n ' t  an a l l e g a t i o n ,  t h a t ' s  
a f a c t .  I s n ' t  t h a t  enough t o  k ick  o f f  an i n v e s t i g a t i o n ?  

A. W e l l ,  i f  t h e  i n f a n t r y  commander had s a i d  t h a t  t h e r e  
was some of them k i l l e d  by a r t i l l e r y  f i r e ,  b u t  they  d i d n ' t .  

Q O h ,  w e l l ,  t h i s  i s  what you might c a l l  a r e a r  guard
a c t i o n  then.. You're n o t  going t o  i n v e s t i g a t e  anything even 
though you suspec t  they were k i l l e d  by a r t i l l e r y  o r  gunships 
i f  you can poss ib ly  blame it on somebody, and a s  long as  some­
body d o e s n ' t  r a i s e  it up, then  j u s t  f o r g e t  it. T h a t ' s  b a s i c a l l y  
what you ' r e  t e l l i n g  me. 

A .  No, sir. T h a t ' s  no t .  I f  t h e r e  had been any a l l e ­
g a t i o n  t h a t  anybody had been k i l l e d  by a r t i l l e r y  f i r e .  Now 
t h e r e  was none t h a t  came t o  my a t t e n t i o n  o r  apparent ly  t o  Colonel 
LUPER1s a t t e n t i o n .  

Q. Maybe I d i d n ' t  make t h i s  c l e a r  what was happening
here .  Colonel LUPER was f l y i n g  over t h i s  a r e a  wi th  Colonel 
HENDERSON, and he saw t h e  bodies  t h a t  were t h e r e ,  20 o r  30 of 
them, l y i n g  alongside t h e  road o r  on t h e  road. He i n d i c a t e s  
t h a t  where they were, they cou ldn ' t  have been k i l l e d  by small  
arms f i r e .  They could only have been k i l l e d  by a r t i l l e r y  o r  
gunships. I n  my es t ima t ion ,  what h e ' s  saying and what you ' re  
saying i s ,  w e l l ,  un less  somebody says something, l e t ' s  j u s t  fo r ­
g e t  about it. 

A .  No, I b e l i e v e  t h a t  t h e r e  was an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  made, 
undoubtedly you've seen it ,  by Colonel HENDERSON. Colonel LUPER'E 
testimony was t h a t  he landed and t a l k e d  t o  Captain MEDINA. Now 
t h a t  would have been t h e  t ime, i f  t h e r e  had been some noncombat­
a n t s  k i l l e d  by a r t i l l e r y  f i r e ,  t h a t  somebody would have s a i d  so.  
Colonel HENDERSON would have asked Colonel LUPER about it. - I 
would have had a r e p o r t  of an a r t i l l e r y  i n c i d e n t  and i n i t i a t e d  
an i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  No such a r e p o r t  was ever  received through 
any channels.  

Q. My p o i n t  is  t h a t  your b a t t a l i o n  commander was t h e r e  
and was see ing  it. I s n ' t  t h i s  a u t h o r i t y  f o r  him r i g h t  t h e r e  t o  
i n i t i a t e  an a r t i l l e r y  i n c i d e n t  r e p o r t  even i f  he had t o  go t o  
you and t e l l  you what it was t o  g e t  somebody appointed? 

A.  Well, he was under Colonel HENDERSON'S command. 
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Colonel  HENDERSON would have conducted t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  I 
d o n ' t  t h i n k  it would have been-- 

Q - ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Not an a r t i l l e r y  i n c i d e n t  r e p o r t  
Colonel  HENDERSON d i d n ' t  conduct .  H e  d i d n ' t  do t h a t .  You 
s a i d  you d i d  it. 

That ' s r i g h t .  

Q - A l l  r i g h t .  Now, I ' m  t a l k i n g  about  t h i s  a r t i l l e r y  
i n c i d e n t  r e p o r t ,  and I d o n ' t  care whether i t ' s  an a r t i l l e r y  
i n c i d e n t  r e p o r t  o r  whether i t ' s  a s e r i o u s  i n c i d e n t  r e p o r t .  
Twenty o r  t h i r t y  dead c i v i l i a n s  were on t h e  road ,  and your  b a t -  
t a l i o n  commander knew t h i s .  

A. Well, i n  r e t r o s p e c t  I t h i n k  t h a t  what he d i d  w a s  
c o r r e c t .  H e  w a s  w i t h  h i s  b r i g a d e  commander. Remember, h e ' s  
under h i s  command n o t  under mine, and t h e  b r i g a d e  commander w a s  : 

i n v e s t i g a t i n g  it, I would t h i n k  it unusual  f o r  him t o  send a 
s e p a r a t e  r e p o r t  even i f  he thought  s o ,  which he a p p a r e n t l y  
d i d n ' t  as h i s  t e s t imony  says .  

Q. W e l l ,  I ' l l  t e l l  you ve ry  f r a n k l y ,  I hope t h a t  w e  
have h i g h e r  s t a n d a r d s  i n  t h e  Army t h a t  when anybody, a s e n i o r  
o f f i c e r ,  s e e s  something t h a t  i s  wrong, t h a t  he d o e s n ' t  t a k e  ac t ion .  
I s i n c e r e l y  hope w e ' r e  b e t t e r  t h a n  t h a t ,  

A. D i d n ' t  Colonel  HENDERSON t a k e  some a c t i o n ,  sir? I 
d o n ' t  know. I neve r  s a w  t h e  r e p o r t ,  

Q- I'm t a l k i n g  about  your  o f f i c e r  r e p o r t i n g  t o  you. 
 

I f  he had k i cked  something o f f  w i t h  you,  w i t h  your s t a n d a r d s ,  
  

something should  have happened. But it d i d n ' t  happen, and I ' m  
  

t e l l i n g  you how weak it w a s  down h e r e  i n  my judgment. Because 
 

when I h e a r  t h a t  an a r t i l l e r y  p r e p  was f i r e d  w i t h  a marker 
  

round t h a t  w a s  a  thousand and some odd meters  away from t h e  
  

t a r g e t  a r e a ,  and t h e  n e x t  round was f i r e d  f o r  e f f e c t  and it w a s  
  

r i g h t  a l o n g s i d e  a v i l l a g e ,  t h e s e  a r e n ' t  very  good a r t i l l e r y  
  

procedures  as f a r  as I ' m  concerned.  
  


A .  I have something e l s e  I ' d  l i k e  t o  s a y ,  sir.  

Q- W e l l ,  y o u ' r e  going t o  be h e r e  f o r  a l i t t l e  wh i l e ,  
s o  d o n ' t  worry about  t h a t .  I f  you have anyth ing  about  t h i s  
t h a t  you would l i k e  t o  say-- 
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A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  No, i t ' s  n o t  r e l a t e d .  I ' d  l i k e  t o  
say  a g a i n  t h a t  a t  no t i m e  d i d  e i t h e r  Colonel  LUPER, Colonel  
BARKER, Colone l  HENDERSON, o r  any of t h e  a s s i s t a n t  d i v i s i o n  
commanders, o r  t h e  d i v i r i o n  commander i n d i c a t e  t o  me t h a t  an 
a r t i l l e r y  i n c i d e n t  had occu r red  i n  t h i s ,  and t h a t  any noncom- 
b a t a n t  c a s u a l t i e s  had occur red .  I n  t h e  back of  my mind it w a s  
a r e s u l t  of i n f a n t r y  c o n t a c t .  

Q. W e l l ,  what I ' m  s imply b r i n g i n g  o u t  h e r e  f o r  your  
b e n e f i t  i s  an ana logy ,  because I do b e l i e v e  i n  t h e  r e g u l a t i o n s  
and what you w e r e  doing.  But what I have a ve ry  d i f f i c u l t  t ime  
unde r s t and ing  i s  why somebody, i n  a s i t u a t i o n  such as t h a t ,  where 
he recognized  some people  were k i l l e d  e i t h e r  by h i s  own a r t i l l e r y  
which he i s  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  o r  p o s s i b l y  by gunsh ip ,  t h a t  he 
wouldn ' t  n o t i f y  you s o  t h a t  t h i s  t h i n g  could  be looked i n  t o .  
T h a t ' s  what I ' m  g e t t i n g  a t .  

A. Of cou r se ,  you 've  g o t  t o  remember he had a s e p a r a t e  
c h a i n  of command, t h a t ' s  p a r t  of it. One o t h e r  p o i n t  I t h i n k  
t h a t  i s  a p p l i c a b l e  h e r e :  w e  had a  v e r y  d i f f i c u l t  t i m e  i n  t h e  
A m e r i c a 1  D i v i s i o n ,  u n l i k e  s ay  t h e  4 th  ~ i v i s i o n  o r  t h e  1st  Div­
i s i o n  t h a t  t r a i n e d  i n  t h e  Uni ted S t a t e s  t o g e t h e r  and went i n t o  
combat t o g e t h e r .  We p i cked  up u n i t s  i n  combat t h a t  had 
s e p a r a t e  s t a n d a r d s .  T h a t ' s  one r ea son  I went t o  such e f f o r t s  
t o  c o d i f y ,  as it were ,  p rocedures ,  and make them have them i n  
each  f i r e  d i r e c t i o n  c e n t e r .  Now t h e  1 1 t h  Brigade s e n t  i t s  
advanced p a r t y  o v e r  t o  us  s e v e r a l  months b e f o r e  t hey  deployed.  
W e  gave them o u r  SOP'S and r e q u i r e d  t h a t  t h e y  t r a i n  by them. 
A s  f u r t h e r  p a r t  of  o u r  t r a i n i n g ,  I made arrangements w i t h  
General  LIPSCOMB t o  t a l k  t o  t h e  in fan t rymen,  and I d i d  s o  around 
Christmas t i m e - - I  t h i n k  it w a s  s h o r t l y  a f t e r  Chris tmas of  1967. 
H e  assembled--I won ' t  s a y  a l l  h i s  company commanders--most of  
h i s  company commanders, b a t t a l i o n  commanders, and s t a f f ,  and I 
t a l k e d  t o  them about  an hour  and a  h a l f  about  a r t i l l e r y .  I n  
t h i s  I d i d  stress t h e  r u l e s  of  engagement, and I remember, 
because I d i d  t h i s  w i t h  a l l  t h e  incoming u n i t s ,  p o i n t i n g  o u t  
t h a t  w e ' r e  f i g h t i n g  t h e  V i e t  Cong, and we ' r e  n o t  f i g h t i n g  women 
and c h i l d r e n  t h a t  are i n  t h e i r  a r e a s .  I went i n t o  t h i s  analogy:  
if you g e t  f i r e  from a v i l l a g e  where y o u ' r e  f l y i n g  ove r  it o r  
your t r o o p s  are going by,  you d o n ' t  t u r n  around and o b l i t e r a t e  
it w i t h  a r t i l l e r y  f i r e .  But on t h e  o t h e r  hand, a s  happened t o  
us  n o t  once b u t  r e p e a t e d l y ,  where t h e y ' d  s tumble  o n t o  a  v i l l a g e  
t h a t  had bunkers  i n s i d e ,  where t h e  v i l l a g e  was j u s t  t h e  camou­
f l a g e  ove r  a f o r t i f i e d  p o s i t i o n ,  i f  t h e y  g e t  p inned down i n  a 
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"Q. Who w a s  your b a t t a l i o n  commander a t  t h a t  
t ime? 

"A. Colonel  LUPER, sir .  When I mentioned t h i s ,  
Colonel  LUPER, t o  t h e  b e s t  of my r e c o l l e c t i o n ,  
, s a i d ,  ' W e  a r e  n o t  s u r e  t h a t  t h e s e  were a l l  enemy.' 
That  was about  a l l  t h a t  was mentioned t o  m e  a t  
t h e  t i m e  t h a t  I was i n  country .  That  was about  all 
t h a t  I w a s  e v e r  asked o r  a l l  t h a t  I know o f .  

"Q. ( I0  t o  COL LUPER) There a r e  comparable s t a t e ­
ments t h a t  w e  have t h a t  s ay  about  t h e  same t h i n g ,  
t o  t h i s  e f f e c t ,  ' W e  a r e  no t  s u r e  t h a t  t h o s e  w e r e  
a l l  enemy. ' So us ing  t h a t  a s  a  base  p o i n t ,  I 
would l i k e  t o  g e t  from you an e x p l a n a t i o n  of what 
you meant and what w a s  a  background f o r  a l l  of 
t h i s .  

"A. (COL LUPER) S i r ,  I do n o t  r e c a l l  making any 
such s t a t e m e n t ,  and I a l s o  do n o t  r e c a l l  v i s i t i n g  
h i s  b a t t e r y  w i t h  Colonel  YOUNG." 

Do you remember any d i s c u s s i o n s  such a s  t h i s  coming up d u r i n g  
your .  v i s i t  w i t h  Colonel  LUPER t o  D/6/11 A r t i l l e r y ?  

A. A s  I s a y ,  I c a n ' t  remember it, b u t  we might have 
been t h e r e  t o g e t h e r  o r  w e  might n o t .  I j u s t  c a n ' t  r e m e m b e r .  
I w a s  v i s i t i n g  f i r e  b a s e s  a l l  t h e  t ime.  Sometimes t h e  b a t t a l -  
i o n  commander w a s  w i t h  me and sometimes no t .  Now it was n o t  
unusual  f o r  t h e  b a t t e r y  t o  want t o  be proud about  hav ing  f i r e d  
and k i l l e d  some enemy. I d i d  n o t  encourage them. I r e a l i z e  
t hey  need t h i s  f o r  morale.  They ' re  working a t  t h e  guns 
a l l  t h e  t i m e ,  b u t  I t r i e d  t o  d i scou rage  a  q u e s t i o n  of c la iming  
who g o t  t h e  k i l l s ,  t h e  a r t i l l e r y  o r  t h e  i n f a n t r y ,  because o u r  
on ly  succes s  i s  t h e  succes s  of t h e  maneuver e lements  t h a t  w e  
s u p p o r t ,  and t h a t  w a s  t h e  s p i r i t  I t r i e d  t o  i n s t i l l .  I t  might 
ve ry  w e l l  be t h a t  he claimed t h e y  g o t  67  k i l l s  ( s i c ) , b u t  
I j u s t  shrugged i t  o f f  and went on. I never  remember any i m ­
p l i c a t i o n  t h a t  n o t  a l l  of them w e r e  enemy. 

Q- I t  comes o u t  ve ry  c l e a r l y  i n  Capta in  GAMBLE'S mind. 
This  comes o u t  and s t a t e m e n t s  t o  t h i s  e f f e c t  t h a t  I have i n d i -  
c a t e d  t o  you, going back t o  Capta in  GAMBLE'S s p e c i f i c  t es t imony 
which I r ead  from: 

"Q. Who w a s  your  b a t t a l i o n  commander a t  t h a t  t i m e ?  
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"A. Colonel  LUPER, s ir .  When I mentioned t h i s ,  
Colonel  LUPER, t o  t h e  b e s t  of  my r e c o l l e c t i o n ,  
s a i d ,  'We a r e  n o t  s u r e  t h a t  t h e s e  were a l l  enemy.' 
Tha t  was about a l l  t h a t  was mentioned t o  me a t  t h e  
t i m e  t h a t  I was i n  count ry .  That was about  a l l  
t h a t  I was e v e r  asked o r  a l l  t h a t  I know o f . "  

Then he went on i n  v a r i o u s  p l a c e s  and s a i d  a s  a r e s u l t  of t h i s ,  
" I  j u s t  k e p t  my mouth s h u t . "  You d o n ' t  r e c a l l  t h e  s p e c i f i c  
i n c i d e n t ?  

A .  No, sir. 

MR MACCRATE: E a r l i e r  you i n d i c a t e d ,  Colonel  YOUNG, t h a t  you 
 
d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  much a t t e n t i o n  be ing  p a i d  t o  t h e  m a t t e r  of  t h e  
  
a r t i l l e r y ' s  p a r t  i n  t h i s  My L a i  o p e r a t i o n .  I ' d  l i k e  t o  show 
 

, y o u  t h e  America1 D i v i s i o n ' s  N e w s---Shee t  of 17 March 1968, and 
c a l l  your a t t e n t i o n  t o  t h e  t h i r d  paragraph i n  t h e  r igh t -hand  
column of t h e  f i r s t  page,  and ask i f  t h a t  does n o t  r e f r e s h  
your r e c o l l e c t i o n .  That  p r e v i o u s l y  has  been marked a s  E x h i b i t  
M-23 t o  t h e s e  proceedings .  

A. Would you i d e n t i f y  t h a t  a g a i n ,  whi'ch paragraph? 

Q. The t h i r d  paragraph i n  t h e  r igh t -hand  column. 

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  I ' v e  r ead  it. 

Q- Does t h a t  i n  any way r e f r e s h  your  r e c o l l e c t i o n  as 
t o  comments a t  t h a t  t i m e ,  what was said about t h e  performance of 
Captain  GAMBLE'S u n i t  w i t h  r e s p e c t  t o  t h i s  o p e r a t i o n ?  

A. No, t h i s  would have been,  you know, another- ­

Q- ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  This  was j u s t  accep ted  a s  ano the r  
  

m a t t e r  of cou r se .  
  


A. That  t h e  b a t t e r y  had k i l l e d  t h e s e  VC. I d o n ' t  
  
a t  any t ime  remember any a l l e g a t i o n  t h a t  t h e y  k i l l e d  women and 
  
c h i l d r e n  o r  t h a t  t h e  f i r e  h a d n ' t  been p l aced  where it was 
 
supposed t o  be p l aced .  
  

Q- Do I unders tand ,  Colonel  YOUNG, t h a t  you would no t  
  

have regarded  t h i s  a s  an unusual  occur rence?  
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A. No, sir. 

Q You do  n o t e  t h a t  i n  t h a t  same news i t e m  it s t a t e s ,  
  
" I t  i s  t h e  l a r g e s t  number k i l l e d  by t h e  Jung le  Warr iors  i n  one 
  
d a y ' s  f i g h t i n g  s i n c e  t h e y  became p a r t  of t h e  A m e r i c a 1  D i v i s i o n , "  
r e f e r r i n g  t o  t h e  128 f i g u r e  t h a t  appears .  S ix ty-n ine ,  which 
i s  more than  h a l f  t h e  number, i s  c r e d i t e d  t o  t h e  a r t i l l e r y  
b a t t a l i o n .  Does t h i s  b r i n g  back t o  you no s p e c i a l  r e c o l l e c t i o n ?  

A. No. Maybe a r e c o l l e c t i o n  of a b a t t l e ,  b u t  I mean 
 
I remember o t h e r  b a t t l e s  t h a t  occu r red  up i n  t h i s  a r e a  2 o r  3 
 
months b e f o r e  where t h e y  k i l l e d - ­ 
  

Q. 	 ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  W e l l ,  l e t ' s  t a l k  about  t h i s  one 
a t  hand now. You say  t h a t  t h e r e  were o t h e r  i n s t a n c e s  when t h e r e  
were l a r g e  a r t i l l e r y  k i l l s ?  But you 've  a l s o  s a i d  t h a t  you knew 
t h a t  t h i s  one w a s  be ing  i n v e s t i g a t e d .  Did you g e t . i n  on t h a t  
  
i n v e s t i g a t i o n ?  
  

A .  No, s ir .  

Q. Although t h e  a r t i l l e r y  was c r e d i t e d  wi th  more 
 
t h a n  h a l f  o f  t h e  K I A ' s ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  a r t i l l e r y  must have been a 
 
r a t h e r  l a r g e  p a r t  of t h i s  whole o p e r a t i o n ;  when it came down 
 
t o  t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  you had a b s o l u t e l y  no th ing  t o  do  w i t h  
  
t h a t  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ?  
  

A. T h a t ' s  r i g h t .  I t  w a s  handled s t r i c t l y  through 
  
t h e  i n f a n t r y  channels .  
  

Q- How d i d  you l e a r n  t h a t  such an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  w a s. 	 . 

going on? 

A. I d o n ' t  know t h a t  I r e a l l y  d i d ,  b u t  I t h i n k  I 
. .must have. 

Q. You t h i n k  you must have because you r e c a l l  some 
 
a s p e c t  of it o r  because you know y o i w e r e  i n  Chu L a i  i n  March 
 
of 1968? 
 

A. The o n l y  reason  I t h i n k  I must have heard  about  
t h i s  is  t h a t  I know t h a t  it was my custom t o  go i n  t h e r e  and 
g e t  b r i e f e d  a t  t h e s e  i n f a n t r y  b a t t a l i o n s ,  and I remember d i s t i n c t l y  
many t imes  going i n  t h e r e  and be ing  b r i e f e d  by Colonel  BARKER 
o r  h i s  S 3 ,  Major CALHOUN, o r  t h e  a r t i l l e r y  l i a i s o n  o f f i c e r ,  and 
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t h a t  when Capta in  MEDINA spoke,  it sounded l i k e  something I 
heard  ' b e f o r e ,  roughly ,  you s e e ?  

Q* What has  t h i s  g o t  t o  do w i t h  an i n v e s t i g a t i o n ?  Your 
knowledge of  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  was going on,  t h a t  
when you h e a r  Captain  MEDINA i n  t h e  f a l l  of 1 9 6 9  say  something,  
t h a t  makes you remember t h e r e  was an i n v e s t i g a t i o n ?  

A. W e l l ,  a s  I s a y ,  I c a n ' t  be s u r e  t h a t  I knew t h e r e  
w a s  an i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  b u t  I k i n d  of t h i n k  I d id .  I t  was s t r i c t l y  
through i n f a n t r y  channe ls ,  and t h e r e  w a s  never  any a l l e g a t i o n s  
of an a r t i l l e r y  i n c i d e n t  connected w i t h  t h i s  t h a t  came t o  my 
a t t e n t i o n .  So I j u s t  d i d n ' t  fo l low it t h a t  c l o s e l y .  

Q- W e l l ,  t h i s  i s  ve ry  i n t e r e s t i n g ,  indeed.  You have 
a r e c o l l e c t i o n  t h a t  you knew t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  was going on 
and t h a t  it w a s  going on s t r i c t l y  through i n f a n t r y  channe ls ,  s o  
t h a t  you f e l t  t h a t  you had no r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  i t ,  i s  t h a t  
c o r r e c t ?  

A. Had I had any i d e a  t h a t  t h e  a r t i l l e r y  h a d n ' t  done 
i t s  p a r t  of  t h e  job c o r r e c t l y ,  I would have been,  of cou r se ,  
r i g h t  i n  t h e r e  when t h i s  t h i n g  came up. 

Q. You a t t e n d e d  t h e  evening . . b r i e f i n g s  as w e l l  a s  t h e  
morning b r i e f i n g s  a t  Chu La i?  ­

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q. Do you r e c a l l  t h e  evening b r i e f i n g  wi th  r e s p e c t  t o  
t h i s  o p e r a t i o n  when t h e  f i g u r e  of 128 K I A  was f i r s t  mentioned? 

A. No, s i r .  I ' m  s o r r y  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  any th ing  p a r t i -  
c u l a r  i n  t h e  b r i e f i n g  concerning t h i s .  

Q. When d i d  you f i r s t  l e a r n  t h a t  it was be ing  i n v e s t i -  
ga ted?  

A. A s  I s a y ,  I ' m  n o t  s u r e  t h a t  I d i d  know t h a t  i t  
w a s  be ing  i n v e s t i g a t e d .  I t h i n k  I d i d  though. 

Q.  What makes you t h i n k  you d i d ?  Do you a s s o c i a t e  
p a r t i c u l a r  people  i n  conve r sa t ion  t h a t  remind you of t h i s  f a c t ?  

A. I t ' s  j u s t  t h a t  I t h i n k  i t ' s  p o s s i b l e ,  and t h a t ' s  
r e a l l y  a l l  I can say ,  t h a t  i n  v i s i t i n g  t a s k  f o r c e  h e a d q u a r t e r s ,  
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I was b r i e f e d  on an o p e r a t i o n  t h a t  some noncombatants had been 
k i l l e d  by i n f a n t r y  c r o s s f i r e ,  and t h a t  t h i s  g e n e r a l l y  t i e d  i n  
w i t h  a b r i e f i n g  i n  which probably General  KOSTER s a i d ,  "Well,  
I want a r e p o r t  on it, a w r i t t e n  r e p o r t , "  o r  something l i k e  
t h a t .  But I c a n ' t  s p e c i f i c a l l y  remember it t h a t  c l e a r l y .  I 
w a s  over  t h e r e  a y e a r  and w e  had a l o t  more heavy c o n t a c t  
t han  t h i s .  ' 

Q When you t a l k e d  w i t h  General  KOSTER about  7 
o r  8 December, when you had d i n n e r  wi th  him, d i d  you d i s c u s s  
a t  t h a t  t i m e  t h e  r e p o r t s  t h a t  may have been made o r  i n v e s t i ­
g a t i o n s  t h a t  may have been conducted? 

A.  Y e s .  He s a i d  he remembered t h e  r e p o r t .  I never  saw 
it. Then it might be t h a t  t h a t ' s  where I know t h e r e  w a s  a 
r e p o r t  of some s o r t .  

Q- But you s a i d  t h a t  you had never  s een  any such r e p o r t ?  . 
'3 

A. No, s ir .  And I f e e l  s u r e  I can promise you t h a t  C 9  
had t h e r e  been anyth ing  about  t h e  a r t i l l e r y ,  he would have re- a 
f e r r e d  it t o  m e .  And had t h e r e  been any i n d i c a t i o n  of  an a r t i l ­
l e r y  i n c i d e n t ,  I would have i n v e s t i g a t e d  it i n  accordance w i t h  
t h e s e  i n s t r u c t i o n s  w i t h  sworn s t a t emen t s  and men warned of  t h e i r  '8.0 
r i g h t s  i f  t hey  might be i n c r i m i n a t e d .  This  was neces sa ry  because 
w e  took d i s c i p l i n a r y  a c t i o n  i f  any neg l igence  w a s  shown, t o  
i n c l u d e  f i n i n g  peop le ,  reduc ing  N C O ' s ,  r e l i e v i n g  o f f i c e r s ,  
and t h i n g s  of t h a t  n a t u r e .  \ 
Q. Who w a s  t h e  a r t i l l e r y  chap la in  a t  Chu La i?  

A. A t  t h a t  t ime? 

Q. Y e s .  

A.  H i s  name was N a t - - i t  would come back t o  m e  i f  I 
s a w  a r o s t e r .  

Q. Was h i s  name Chaplain CRESWELL? 

A. Y e s ,  s i r ,  t h a t ' s  it. 

9- Do you e v e r  remember speaking  w i t h  Chaplain  CRESWELL 
about  t h i s  o p e r a t i o n ?  
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A. NO , sir. 

Q - Do you have any r e c o l l e c t i o n  of a warrant  o f f i c e r  
t r a n s f e r r e d  o u t  of a r t i l l e r y  and i n t o  t h e  aero-scout u n i t  by 
t h e  name of THOMPSON? 

A. W e  had a number of our  warrant  o f f i c e r s  who t r ans ­
f e r r e d  from t h e  DIVARTY a v i a t i o n  detachment t o  be aero-scouts ,  
along wi th  t h e  a i r p l a n e s .  This  was done over my o b j e c t i o n ,  I 
might add. 

Q. Do you have any r e c o l l e c t i o n  of Chaplain CRESWELL 
t e l l i n g  you of a r e p o r t  t h a t  M r .  THOMPSON made t o  him a f t e r  t h i s  
opera t ion  i n  March 1968? 

A .  No. I r e a l l y  d o n ' t ,  b u t  t h a t ' s  n o t  t o  say it d i d n ' t  
happen. I j u s t  d o n ' t  r e c a l l  it. 

Q Do you have any r e c o l l e c t i o n  of any d i scuss ion  of a 
r e p o r t  by a member of t h e  aero-scout  u n i t  with r e s p e c t  t o  t h i s  
opera t ion ,  e i t h e r  General YOUNG o r  any of t h e  o t h e r s  around 
headquar ters  speaking about t h i s ?  

A .  No. I d o n ' t .  Of course,  they  were o u t  of my 
command. 

Q You s a i d  t h e  aero-scouts were o u t  of your command? 

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

(MR MACCRATE begins searching  through papers 
before  him. ) 

10: W e l l ,  whi le  M r .  MACCRATE i s  looking t h i s  up, Col­
one l  YOUNG, it seems t o  me t h a t  t h e r e  were some very odd command 
arrangements a t  t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  time. On t h e  one hand, you i n ­
d i c a t e d  t o  me t h a t  you had a d i r e c t i v e  o u t  which s a i d  t h a t  t h e s e  
b a t t a l i o n s  which were ou t  wi th  t h e  independent br igades  i n  f a c t  
came under you, b u t  t h e i r  e f f i c i e n c y  r e p o r t s  were prepared by 
t h e  br igade  commanders. I th ink  t h a t ' s  what you implied.  

A. I can read it t o  you r i g h t  o u t  of t h e  a r t i l l e r y  
SOP. I t h i n k  it would be b e t t e r  from t h e  Task Force Oregon SOP 
r i g h t  over he re ,  sir. 
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(Witness s ea rches  through documents be fo re  him.) I guess  I c a n ' t  
r e a l l y  f i n d  it h e r e ,  b u t  I can f i n d  it h e r e  i n  t h i s  message 
which w a s  s e n t  o u t  by General  KNOWLES (document l a t e r  admi t ted  
a s  E x h i b i t  M-72) : 

"The counte r insurgency  environment i n  Vietnam 
r e p r e s e n t s  a con t inu ing  cha l l enge  t o  a r t i l l e r y  
u n i t s  t o  r e n d e r  a c c u r a t e ,  r e spons ive ,  r e l i a b l e  
f i r i n g  wi thou t  i n j u r i n g  f r i e n d l y  t r o o p s  o r  non- 
combatants.  D e t a i l e d  i n s t r u c t i o n s  are inc luded  
i n  t h e  Task Force Oregon F i e l d  SOP, Appendix 4 ,  
F i r e  Support  Coord ina t ion ,  t o  Annex A ,  Ope ra t ions ,  
and t h e  Task Force Oregon A r t i l l e r y  F i e l d  SOP. 
Compliance w i t h  t h e s e  d i r e c t i v e s  i s  e s s e n t i a l . "  

This  is  from t h e  t a s k  f o r c e  commander t o  t h e  t h r e e  b r i g a d e s .  

Then t h e  o t h e r  p a r t  which I r ead  p rev ious ly :  OJ 
m 

" I n s t r u c t i o n s  i n  t h e  Task Force Oregon SOP r e f e r -  = 3 
enced i n  paragraph 1 above must be complied w i t h  
i n  r e g a r d s  t o  a i r  s a f e t y  (SAV-A-PLANE a d v i s o r i e s ) ,  
ground s a f e t y ,  c l e a r a n c e  of f i r e s ,  and minimizing lo 
noncombatant c a s u a l t i e s .  Most p a r t i c u l a r l y  t h e  
r e s t r i c t i o n s  a g a i n s t  f i r i n g  on hamle ts  and 
v i l l a g e s  w i l l  be complied wi th ."  

That  comes o u t  of  a message d a t e d  1 J u l y  1967. 

Q. Now, what I ' m  looking  f o r  i s  t h i s  i n d i c a t i o n  t h a t  
you c i t e d  ear l ier  wherein t h e  a r t i l l e r y  i s  p l a c e d  under  your 
c o n t r o l ?  

A. My SOP s a y s ,  "Scope: These procedures  apply  t o  
a l l  u n i t s  under t h e  command o r  o p e r a t i o n a l  c o n t r o l  o f  t h e  Amer­
i c a l  DIVARTY and t o  a r t i l l e r y  b a t t a l i o n s  o r g a n i c  . o r  a t t a c h e d  t o  
b r igades  of t h e  America1 Div is ion ."  Here i s  t h e  d i v i s i o n  com- 
mander' s d i r e c t i v e  to-- 

Q. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  W e l l ,  t h a t  d o e s n ' t  n e c e s s a r i l y  p u t  
them under your command then .  They say-- 

A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  No, t h e y ' r e  n o t  under my command. 
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Q. They w i l l  comply w i t h  t h o s e  r u l e s  and r e g u l a t i o n s .  

A, T h a t ' s  r i g h t ,  s i r .  

Q. But under t h e  command of  t h e  s e p a r a t e  b r igade  
commanders, is  t h a t  r i g h t ?  

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q. W e l l ,  now t h i s  i s  a f i n e  l i n e  of d i s t i n c t i o n  h e r e ,  
you s e e ,  because when you and I w e r e  t a l k i n g  e a r l i e r  about  who 
should r e p o r t  t h i s ,  w i t h i n  a normal i n f a n t r y  d i v i s i o n  I would 
expec t  any inc idence  of  s e e i n g  something,  o r  an a l l e g a t i o n ,  
o r  any i n c i d e n t  i n  which it may have been suspec t ed  t h a t  an 
a r t i l l e r y  i n c i d e n t  could come up, t o  be r e p o r t e d  through 
channe ls ,  and it normally would be expec ted  h e r e .  Now, f r a n k l y ,  
from your tes t imony you d i d n ' t  expec t  it, even though it 
had been,  because you expected it t o  go i n t o  t h e  b r igade  
channels .  

A .  No, s i r ,  no. It would come through t h e  a r t i l l e r y  
channe ls .  I t  always came t o  m e  through t h e  a r t i l l e r y  channe ls  
i f  it was an a r t i l l e r y  i n c i d e n t .  But t h i s  was, i n  Colonel  
LUPER's e y e s ,  an  i n f a n t r y  i n c i d e n t ,  and it would be-­

Q ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Why w a s  it an i n f a n t r y  i n c i d e n t ?  
  
H e  s a i d  t hey  could  n o t  have been k i l l e d  by s m a l l  arms. They 
 
were e i t h e r  k i l l e d  by a r t i l l e r y  o r  gunships?  
  

A. H e  never  mentioned t h a t  t o  me. I d o n ' t  know. I ' m  
n o t  f a m i l i a r  w i t h  h i s  t es t imony,  but- ­

Q - ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Well,  y o u ' r e  f a m i l i a r  w i th  t h e  p o i n t  
t h a t  I r ead  t o  you? 

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  But you can s e e  t h a t  i f  he f e l t  it was 
an i n c i d e n t  i n v o l v i n g  t h e  i n f a n t r y - - h e ' s  under command of  and 
r e c e i v e s  h i s  e f f i c i e n c y  r a t i n g  from t h e  b r i g a d e  commander. He 
would be u n l i k e l y  t o  r e p o r t  t h a t  t o  m e  i n  d e t a i l  a s  long as  he 
wasn ' t  i n  v i o l a t i o n  of  my d i r e c t i v e  which says  he w i l l  r e p o r t  
a r t i l l e r y  i n c i d e n t s .  

Q. Well,  my p o i n t  is h e r e ,  t o  be very f r ank  wi th  you, 
where he s i g h t e d  t h e s e  bodies  were about  somewhere--they 
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v a r i e d  from between 500 and 800 meters from t h e  i n f a n t r y  u n i t s ,  
you s e e .  So it would be very  u n l i k e l y  t h a t  t hey  would be k i l l e d  
by i n f a n t r y .  A s  a consequence of when he s e e s  them and s o  
f o r t h ,  he b r i n g s  o u t  q u i t e  c l e a r l y  t h a t  t hey  w e r e  probably k i l l e d  
by a r t i l l e r y  o r  gunsh ips .  H e  c a n ' t  d i s t i n g u i s h  which. But 
c e r t a i n l y  i f  t h e r e ' s  even  a  p o s s i b i l i t y  t h a t  t h e y  w e r e  k i l l e d  
by a r t i l l e r y ,  it seems t o  me t h a t  t h i s  should  have k icked  o f f  
some a c t i o n ,  you s e e .  Now maybe a t  t h a t  t ime  t h e  a c t i o n  i s  i n  
b r igade  i n s t e a d  of coming t o  you, because t h i s  i s  o n l y  p a r t  of 
t h e  s t o r y  of t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  a s p e c t .  I t  i s  conce ivab le  t h a t  
he cons idered  t h i s  a p a r t  o f  a l a r g e r  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  b u t  t h i s  
s t i l l  i n  my view i n v o l v e s  t h e  a r t i l l e r y  t o  t h e  degree  t h a t  t hey  
have n o t  been exonera ted .  

A. A l l  I can say  a g a i n ,  s i r ,  i s  t h a t  a t  no t i m e  from 
any source  was I a p p r i s e d  t h a t  t h i s  was an a r t i l l e r y  i n c i d e n t .  

Q. I ' m  a c c e p t i n g  t h i s .  I want you t o  know t h a t  I ' m  
a ccep t ing  t h i s  because I ' v e  had more than  one i n d i v i d u a l  h e r e  
who has  t a l k e d  about  you and about  t h e  r e p u t e  and t h e  esteem 
i n  which you are h e l d  a s  f a r  as your  honesty  and i n t e g r i t y  i s  con­
cerned.  So what y o u ' r e  t e l l i n g  m e  goes r i g h t  a long  i n  your 
documents and s o  f o r t h  w i t h  t h e  k ind  of  moral r e p u t a t i o n  you 
had. This  i s  why I ' m  t r y i n g  t o  f i g u r e  o u t  why a s i t u a t i o n  
such as  t h a t  d i d  n o t  come t o  your  s o  t h a t  t h e r e  would be an 
o p p o r t u n i t y  f o r  you t o  look  i n t o  it. T h a t ' s  t h e  p o i n t .  Now, 
I ' d  l i k e  t o  go i n t o  ano the r  p o i n t ,  t o o ,  t h a t  was brought  up 
by M r .  MACCRATE. This  had t o  do w i t h  Chaplain CRESWELL. Now 
assuming t h a t  he r e c e i v e d  a r e p o r t  by an i n d i v i d u a l  of  what 
might become a major  a t r o c i t y ,  t o  whom would you e x p e c t  him 
t o  r e p o r t ?  

To m e .  

He worked f o r  you, d i d n ' t  he?  

A.  Yes, sir. 

Q. Recognizing t h e  unique p o s i t i o n  which c h a p l a i n s  
ho ld  i n  a command, would you 'expect  t h a t  he would t r y  t o  keep 
t h i s  w i t h i n  c h a p l a i n ' s  channe ls?  

A .  No. I t h i n k  he would have r e p o r t e d  it t o  m e .  
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a- H e  would have? 

A. Y e s .  

Q. You mean you t h i n k  he shou ld  have? 

A. No. He would had he heard  about  it even though 
it involved  t h e  i n f a n t r y ,  and t h e n  I would have probably re ­
p o r t e d  it e i t h e r  t o  t h e  b r igade  commander o r  t o  t h e  d i v i s i o n  
commander, depending on how s e r i o u s  I thought  it was. 

MR MACCRATE: Another a s p e c t  of t h i s  t h a t  I f i n d  somewhat con­
f u s i n g ,  r e a d i n g  t o  you from Colonel  LUPER's t es t imony:  

"A. I r e c a l l  t a l k i n g  t o  Colonel  BARKER myself .  
  

I ' m  s u r e  it was t h e  15 th .  But as t o  what t ype  
  

of  a r t i l l e r y  suppor t  he wanted f o r  t h i s  o p e r a t i o n ,  
  

I do  n o t  r e c a l l  any i n s t r u c t i o n s  g iven  t o  him by 
 

Colonel  HENDERSON. 
 


"Q. What d i d  he i n d i c a t e  t o  you a s  t o  what t ype  
  

o f  a r t i l l e r y  suppor t  he d e s i r e d ?  
  


"A. He wanted p r e p a r a t i o n  f i r e ,  b u t  n o t  of  h i s  
  

l and ing  zone. This  i s  a l i t t l e  d i f f e r e n t  t han  we 
 

would normally e x p e c t ,  because he f e l t  t h a t  t h e  
  

a r e a  t h a t  he was go ing  t o  make h i s  combat a s s a u l t  
  

i n t o  was open enough t h a t  he could  see i f  t h e r e  
  

w a s  go ing  t o  be any problem. H e  wanted t h e  pre-  
  

p a r a t i o n  f i r e d  n o r t h  of h i s  l and ing  zone which 
 

would have p u t  i n  on My L a i ,  t h e  v i l l a g e  of My 
 

L a i  .'I 
 


So, h e r e  we have Colonel  LUPER t e s t i f y i n g  t h a t  Colonel  BARKER 
wanted t h e  a r t i l l e r y  p rep  t o  be p l aced  upon t h i s  i n h a b i t e d  v i l -  
l a g e .  Now under t h e  r u l e s  of engagement, under t h e  i n s t r u c t i o n s ,  
under what you had l a i d  down f o r  t h e  a r t i l l e r y ,  what were t h e  
r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  a t  t h a t  t ime? Hearing t h a t  r e q u e s t  and having 
t h e  p l a n s  made t o  p u t  a r t i l l e r y  upon t h a t  v i l l a g e  i n  a n t i -  
c i p a t i o n  of a combat a s s a u l t ,  what were t h e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  of 
t h o s e  under your command? 

A. F i r s t ,  Colonel  LUPER w a s n ' t  under my command when 
he made t h a t  r e q u e s t .  H e  d i d n ' t  p u t  t h e  f i r e  on t h e  v i l l a g e ,  
d i d  he? 
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Q The o b j e c t i v e  a p p a r e n t l y  was t o  p u t  it on t h e  v i l ­
l a g e .  I f  it d i d n ' t  l a n d  on t h e  v i l l a g e ,  it w a s n ' t  because t h e y  
d i d n ' t  t r y .  

A. That  has  never  come t o  my a t t e n t i o n  p r i o r  t o  t h i s  
t i m e .  

Q. But my q u e s t i o n  i s  n o t  where t h e  a r t i l l e r y  landed ,  
b u t  g iven  t h i s  r e q u e s t  by a t a s k  f o r c e  commander f o r  an a r t i l ­
l e r y  p rep ,  what d i d  you expec t  of a r t i l l e r y  o f f i c e r s  a t  t h a t  
t ime?  The r u l e s  on t h e  v i l l a g e  a r e  l a i d  down he re .  You i n d i ­
c a t e d  y o u ' r e  f a m i l i a r  w i t h  them, a r e n ' t  you? I ' l l  r e a d  them 
t o  you. But what i s  t h e  a p p l i c a t i o n  t o  Colonel  LUPER, . t o-
Capta in  GAMBLE-­

A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  W e l l ,  b a s i c a l l y  what I t h i n k ,  had I 
been t h e  f i r e  p l a n n e r ,  e i t h e r  t h e  l i a i s o n  o f f i c e r  o r  t h e  d i r e c t  
suppor t  b a t t a l i o n ,  and thought  t h a t  t h e  v i l l a g e  would be a t h r e a t  
t o  t h e  l and ing ,  w e  would do something l i k e  t h i s .  We would ad­
j u s t  forward of t h e  v i l l a g e  and t h e n  have it on c a l l .  W e  s a y  
t h a t  none of t h e  above c o n t r o l s  breach t h e  r i g h t  of  s e l f  d e f e n s e ,  
and a r t i l l e r y  may be f i r e d  wi thou t  c l ea rance  a t  t h e  r e q u e s t  of 
t h e  u n i t  on c o n t a c t .  The d e c i s i o n  t o  do s o  w i l l  be made by t h e  
s e n i o r  o f f i c e r  p r e s e n t .  That  be ing  t h e  c a s e ,  i f  i n  t h e  l a n d i n g  
they  came under f i r e  i n  t h e  v i l l a g e ,  t h i s  s e n i o r  o f f i c e r  p r e s e n t  
could have c a l l e d  f o r  t h a t  c o n c e n t r a t i o n ,  and they  could  have 
brought  it i n .  

Q - But t h i s  is  t h e  ques t ion :  t h e  p lanning  f o r  t h e  
o p e r a t i o n .  What w a s  t h e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  of t h e  a r t i l l e r y  o f f i c e r  
when t h e  t a s k  f o r c e  commander a t  t h e  p lanning  s t a g e  s a y s ,  "I 
want t h e  a r t i l l e r y  p rep  p l aced  on t h e  v i l l a g e " ?  

A. I f ,  i n  h i s  o p i n i o n ,  it w a s  neces sa ry  f o r  h i s  m i s ­
s i o n ,  I guess  h e ' d  have t o  t a k e  t h a t  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y ,  and t h e  
a r t i l l e r y  would have t o  f i r e .  Now he re  aga in  i s  one of  t h e  
r ea sons  I had made an ear l ie r  recommendation t h a t  t h e  d i r e c t  
suppor t  a r t i l l e r y  come under my command. I made it again--I  
t h i n k  it was mid-February o r  mid-January, because t h e y ' r e  
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much more l i k e l y  t o  r e f e r  t o  m e  i n  d i f f i c u l t  s i t u a t i o n s ,  where 
t h e  i n f a n t r y  p u t s  them i n  a  d i f f i c u l t  s i t u a t i o n ,  i f  t h e y ' r e  n o t  
under t h e i r  command, you s e e ?  Now, n o t  w i t h  t h i c  b r i g a d e ,  b u t  
w i t h  o t h e r  b r i g a d e s ,  I found c a s e s  where t h e  b a t t a l i o n  commanders 
asked  f o r  something t h a t  t h e  a r t i l l e r y  commander d i d n ' t  want t o  
do, and he  w o u l d n ' t  r e p o r t  it t o  m e  u n l e s s  I happened t o  ask a 
d i r e c t  q u e s t i o n .  Then h e ' d  always t e l l  m e  t h e  d i r e c t  t r u t h ,  
you see. But he  was under  t h e - - i t  was a l i t t l e  d i f f i c u l t  i n  
t h a t  i f  he  s o r t  o f  r e p o r t e d  it t o  m e ,  u n l e s s  it was a r e a l  ser ­
i o u s  problem, t h i s  was t h e  man t h a t  was go ing  t o  rate  him. 

Q- W e l l ,  assume t h a t  an  a r t i l l e r y  p r e p  i s  r e q u e s t e d
and o b t a i n e d .  I t  i s  r e q u e s t e d  by a t a s k  f o r c e  commander and 
is  o b t a i n e d  from t h e  a r t i l l e r y  s u p p o r t  u n i t .  It  i s  upon an 
i n h a b i t e d  a r e a .  And assume f u r t h e r  t h a t  a s  a r e s u l t  of t h a t  
a r t i l l e r y  p r e p  t h e r e  are v e r y  s u b s t a n t i a l  c i v i l i a n  c a s u a l t i e s ,  
and t h e  f a c t  t h o s e  c i v i l i a n s  c a s u a l t i e s  r e s u l t e d  from t h e  
a r t i l l e r y  p r e p  becomes known. I n  t h a t  s i t u a t i o n  would t h e r e  
be  any o c c a s i o n  under  your  r u l e s  and r e g u l a t i o n s  f o r  an 
a r t i l l e r y  i n c i d e n t  r e p o r t ?  

A .  It  would be .  Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q. There  would be?  

A. Y e s .  

Q* Even though it was p u r s u a n t  t o  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  p l a n  
of t h e  t a s k  f o r c e  commander, and t h e  a r t i l l e r y  u n i t  was j u s t  
c a r r y i n g  o u t  t h e  i n s t r u c t i o n s  of  t h e  t a s k  f o r c e  commander? 

A. Y e s ,  I t h i n k  s o .  I t h i n k  i n  t h a t  c a s e  it shou ld  
have been r e p o r t e d  a s  an a r t i l l e r y  i n c i d e n t .  Then had t h i s  
o c c u r r e d ,  I would have ended up g e t t i n g  sworn t e s t imony  from 
a l l  t h e  w i t n e s s e s  i n c l u d i n g  t h e  r i f l e m e n  t h a t  w e r e  t h e r e ,  and 
t h e  b a t t a l i o n  commander, and everybody else.  

Q- Do you r e c a l l  t h e  ar rangements  between b r i g a d e  and 
t h e  l o c a l  d i s t r i c t  f o r  c l e a r i n g  of  a r t i l l e r y  f i r e ?  Was t h i s  
something t h a t  was worked o u t  by t h e  b r i g a d e  w i t h  t h e  d i s t r i c t  
a d v i s o r s ,  o r  was t h i s  something t h a t  f e l l  under  your  d i r e c t  
s u p e r v i s i o n  f o r  p l ann ing?  
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I r ead  -.L i f e  magazine and T i m e ,  and it seemed l i k e  it was-- ano the r  
world. But, o f  cou r se ,  if I g o t  a r e p o r t  a t  t h e  t a s k  f o r c e  head­
q u a r t e r s ,  I would have g o t t e n  t h e  r e p o r t  of Captain  MEDINA,  n o t  
anyone e l s e  a c t u a l l y .  

Q *  You d o n ' t  r e c o l l e c t  hav ing  h e a r d  anyth ing  a t  d i v i ­
s i o n  headqua r t e r s  about  c i v i l i a n s  be ing  k i l l e d  i n  t h i s  ope ra t ion?  

A. I d o n ' t  know. I guess--and t h i s  i s  w h a t ' s  s o  
d i f f i c u l t ,  you know, about t r y i n g  t o  r e c o n s t r u c t  t h i s - - I  j u s t  
k ind  o f  seem t o  remember one day General  KOSTER t a l k i n g  t o  one 
of  t h e  a s s i s t a n t  d i v i s i o n  commanders o v e r  a t  t h e  map whi le  we 
w e r e  e i t h e r  w a i t i n g  f o r  a b r i e f i n g  o r  j u s t  f i n i s h i n g  one,  and 
say ing ,  "Yes, a p p a r e n t l y  w e  had some c i v i l i a n s  k i l l e d  i n  a 
c r o s s f i r e , "  o r  something l i k e  t h a t .  Somehow my mind seems t o  
t h i n k  t h a t  t h a t  might have been t i e d  i n  w i t h  t h i s ,  b u t  t h i s  i s  
n o t  t h e  k i n d  of tes t imony you can g i v e  i n  cour t - ­

I0: ( In-cerposing)  This  i s  an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  r i g h t  now. 

A. Y e s ,  sir.  

Q. You want t o  remember t h a t  w e  a r e  i n v e s t i g a t i n g  t h e  
i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  W e  a r e  t r y i n g  t o  f i n d  o u t  what r e p o r t s  of  i nves ­
t i g a t i o n  were rendered and were t h e s e  p rope r .  This  i s  what 
we ' re looking  i n t o .  

A .  W e l l ,  I never  s a w  any th ing  about t h i s  i n v e s t i g a ­
t i o n .  I might t e l l  you a l i t t l e  b i t  of  how t h e  a r t i l l e r y  i n ­
v e s t i g a t i o n s  were prepared .  The a r t i l l e r y  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s ,  even i f  
i t ' s  one woman and a wa te r  buf f a10 o r  a l i g h t l y  wounded c i v i l i a n ,  
if they  happen t o  be evacuated t o  a h o s p i t a l ,  went forward o v e r  
my p e r s o n a l  s i g n a t u r e  w i th  a recommendation, you know. P lus  
t h i s  message t h a t  I s e n t  o u t .  T h a t ' s  a l l  I have i n  my f i l e s .  
The o f f i c i a l  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  a r e  a l l ,  I ' m  s u r e ,  back i n  DIVARTY 
headqua r t e r s  now. They went i n ,  and General  KOSTER p e r s o n a l l y  
s igned  h i s  endorsement up t o  USARV. He might p e r s o n a l l y  c a l l  
me i n  on them. H e  f r e q u e n t l y  d i d .  He took g r e a t  i n t e r e s t  i n  
t h i s .  There was never  any a t t empt  t o  cover  it up. I ' 11 say  
t h a t  a l l  o f  ou r  commanders, General  ROSSON, General  KNOWLES, 
and General  KOSTER, were adamant t h a t  w e  never  t r i e d  t o  cover  
up any o f  t h e s e .  
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Q- I d o n ' t  want t o  p r e s s  you on t h i s  beyond what you 
can go ,  b u t  I wonder i f  your r e c o l l e c t i o n ,  i f  you c a l l  i t t h a t ,  
o f  t h e  t i m e  when you t h i n k  you r e c a l l  'General  KOSTER t a l k i n g  t o  
one o f  t h e  a s s i s t a n t  d i v i s i o n  commanders,^ s ay ing  t h a t  h e  wanted 
an i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  i s  it c l e a r  e n o u g h s o  t h a t  . you say  t h a t ?  . can 

. . 

A .  No, no. What I was say ing  i s  t h i s  w a s  appa ren t ly  
a f t e r . it had been i n v e s t i g a t e d ,. . kind  o f  w r a p p i n g . i t  up: . ' . 

Q Oh, I see. I n  o t h e r  words, t h i s  was an explana ­
t i o n  fo l lowing  a n  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ?  

A. Th is  .is j u s t  a s n a t c h  of  conve r sa t ion  t h a t  comes 
o u t  a f t e r  t h i s  i s  a l l  blown up i n  t h e  p r e s s ,  t h a t  t hey  were 
d i s c u s s i n g  something l i k e  t h i s ,  and now it appears  i t  might have 
been t i e d  i n t o  t h i s .  

MR MACCRATE: You l e f t  t h e r e  on 29 March? 

A.  31 March. 

Q- 31 March. 

A. W e l l ,  a c t u a l l y  I l e f t  t h e r e  1 A p r i l ,  and t h e  
change o f  command was 31 March. 

I 0 : Your s t a f f  b r i e f i n g s  and your  i n t e l l i g e n c e  b r i e f ­
i n g s ,  when would t h o s e  normally take p l a c e  on Sunday? 

A. On Sunday I t h i n k  w e  had a b i g  deal--15 minutes  
l a t e r  o r  a h a l f  hour  l a t e r ,  something l i k e  t h a t .  On Sundays 
I made an excep t ion .  I had my own s t a f f  b r i e f i n g  a t  7:15 p r i o r  
t o  going t o  t h e  commander's b r i e f i n g  a t  7:45,  and on Sundays I 
waived t h a t  requirement  w i th  t h e  i d e a  t h a t  t h e y  would l e t  m e  
know i f  something unusual  was happening. 

Q - Do you remember t h e  t ime t h a t  General  DOLEMAN was 
a t  your d i v i s i o n ?  Do you know L ieu tenan t  General  DOLEMAN? H e  
was t h e  c h i e f  of s t a f f  of  USARPAC? . 

A. I might have.  I ' m  n o t  s u r e .  I t h i n k  s o .  I t h i n k  
I 'remember him i n  t h e  g e n e r a l ' s  m e s s .  
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a.  Do you by any chance remember t h a t  because he was 
t h e r e  o r  because of  some a c t i v i t y  i n  r e l a t i o n  t o  him, maybe 
t h e  b r i e f i n g  was de layed  u n t i l  a f t e r  church i n s t e a d  of b e f o r e  
church? 

A. N o .  I don ' t ' ,  sir.  
, . 

Q. You've gone i n t o  a l l  o f  t h i s  b e f o r e ,  Colonel  YOUNG, 
i n  q u i t e  some d e t a i l ,  i n d i c a t i n g  t h a t  i f  you had one c i v i l i a n  
wounded, o r  a b u f f a l o  o r  something of  t h a t  na ture - -bu t  i n  a s i t ­
u a t i o n  where w e  g e t  some women and c h i l d r e n  caught  i n  a  c r o s s ­
f i r e ,  w i t h o u t  s p e c i f y i n g  any numbers t h a t  might  be k i l l e d ,  
d o e s n ' t  it seem a l i t t l e  c a l l o u s  t h a t  something i s n ' t  brought  o u t ?  

A .  I d o n ' t  know anyth ing  about t h a t  i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  
I t  has  neve r  o c c u r r e d  t o  m e .  

Q W e l l ,  you l i v e d  i n  your  DIVARTY q u i t e  c l o s e  t o  t h e  
a v i a t i o n  u n i t s  i f  I ' m  n o t  mis taken ,  d i d n ' t  you? 

A. We were a t  Ky H a ,  s i r ,  which was r i g h t  i n  f r o n t  o f  
a h e l i c o p t e r  pad. However, t h e r e  were o t h e r  h e l i c o p t e r  pads  a t  
t h e  o t h e r  end ,  t h e  23d Avia t ion  Company. 

Q- The 23d o r  t h e  123d? 

A .  It w a s  t h e  123d,  r i g h t  t h e r e  i n  f r o n t  of  u s .  

Q- It was t h e  e n t i r e  u n i t .  Did you e v e r  t a l k  t o  Colonel  
HOLLADAY o r  t o  Major WATKE? 

A. W e l l ,  Colonel  HOLLADAY was . .t h e  a v i a t i o n  o f f i c e r  
j u s t  be fo r& I l e f t  and, of  c o u r s e ,  I t a l k e d  t o  him. 

Q- Did h e  e v e r  t a l k  t o  you about  h i s  d i s c u s s i o n  w i t h  a 
war ran t  o f f i c e r  and what t h e  war ran t  o f f i c e r  t o l d  him? 

A. No. 

Q. Did you e v e r  g e t  any feedback from your t roops
l i v i n g  s o  c l o s e  t o  t h e  a v i a t i o n  b a t t a l i o n ,  t h e  123d, t h a t  
some s t r a n g e  t h i n g s  took p l a c e  down t h e r e  t h a t  day i n  Son My 
o r  My La i?  
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A. I g o t  feedback through my--of cou r se ,  you under ­
s t a n d  t h a t  I recommended a g a i n s t  t a k i n g  away these H-23's, 
which w e  u sed  for  t h e  a r t i l l e r y  command and c o n t r o l  purposes  
and ad jus tment  of f i r e ,  t o  make t h i s  a s c o u t  t r o o p  s o r t  of 
o u t  o f  o u r  h i d e .  I w a s  g iven  a h e a r i n g ,  and it w a s  dec ided  
t o  do it, and I w a s  t o l d  t o  t r a n s f e r  t h e  people .  I knew t h e y  
w e r e  unhappy, b u t  I assumed t h a t  t h i s  was l a r g e l y  because of  
t h e  i n c r e a s e d  danger .  When y o u ' r e  a r t i l l e r y  command and con­
t r o l  and a d j u s t  f o r  f i r e ,  y o u ' r e  f l y i n g  about  1,500 feet 
t o  perform your mi s s ion ,  and t h i s  r e q u i r e d  t h e i r  f l y i n g  on t h e  
deck.  A l s o  i n  one case t h e y  l o s t  one of  o u r  h e l i c o p t e r s .  W e  
thought  t hey  des t royed  it, you know, when w e  t hough t  it c o u l d  
have been r e p a i r e d .  But ,  you know, I k i n d  of f e l t  t h i s  w a s  
chag r in  t h a t  t h e y ' d  t aken  away some assets o f  o u r s ,  so I neve r  
pursued it. 

Q- No, b u t  I ' m  t a l k i n g  about  whether  o r  n o t  t h e r e  
w a s  e v e r  any feedback from any o f  your people  i n  t h e i r  rela ­
t i o n s  w i t h  t h e  a v i a t i o n  b a t t a l i o n ,  s p e c i f i c a l l y  Alpha and Bravo 
Company o f  t h e  123d,  about  any th ing  t h a t  may have t aken  p l a c e  
i n  My L a i  o r  t h e  Son My area which t h e  a v i a t i o n  u n i t  knew w a s  
h i g h l y  unusual .  

A. No. 

Q You've i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  o t h e r  t h a n  s o r t  of i n  p a s s i n g ,  
you r e a l l y  d i d n ' t  have any unders tanding  o f  any i n v e s t i g a t i o n  
t h a t  was underway. Maybe o f f  i n  t h e  back of  your  mind t h e r e  
w a s  something that--maybe t h e r e  w a s - ­

A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  I f e e l  s u r e  I probably knew, b u t  I 
c a n ' t  remember s p e c i f i c a l l y  how o r  what. I mean f o r  one t h i n g ,  
a s  a DIVARTY commander y o u ' r e  engaged i n  a l l  o p e r a t i o n s .  You 
have t o  keep your f i n g e r  on g e n e r a l l y  e v e r y t h i n g  t h a t  i s  go ing  
on and, on t h e  o t h e r  hand,  you c a n ' t  know a l l  t h e  d e t a i l s  about  
it. 

Q 0 Well, L g e n e r a l l y  found my DIVARTY commander knew 
a s  much about what was going on i n  t h e  d i v i s i o n  as I did--not  
q u i t e ,  b u t  a lmost .  I r e l i e d  upon him, very  f r a n k l y ,  and I ' m  s u r e  
t h a t  General  KOSTER and General  ROSSON r e l i e d  upon you i n  t h i s  
s e n s e ,  t o o .  Did you e v e r  h e a r  of  any i n v e s t i g a t i o n  t h a t  may 
have been going on i n  ARVN o r  GVN channels?  
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A.  No, sir. 

Q 	 Colonel  YOUNG, we a p p r e c i a t e  you coming i n .  W e  
do want to t a k e  advantage of t h e  documents which you have w i t h  
you,  which w e  w i l l  r e t u r n  t o  you. 

A. I ' d  l i k e  t o ,  i f  I may, j u s t  r ead  one more c i t e  
from one of t h e s e  messages t h a t  may app ly ,  s i r ,  i f  I could.  
This  was i n v o l v i n g  an a r t i l l e r y  i n c i d e n t  i n  1 4  February 1968 
which k i l l e d  t h r e e  f r i e n d l y  s o l d i e r s ,  and I noted  t h i s :  

"That  d i r e c t  suppor t  a r t i l l e r y  b a t t a l i o n s  should 
u t i l i z e  l i a i s o n  o f f i c e r s  and forward obse rve r s  t o  
conduct  o b s e r v e r  t r a i n i n g  f o r  o u r  i n f a n t r y  p l a t o o n  
l e a d e r s ,  squad l e a d e r s ,  p a t r o l  l e a d e r s ,  and o t h e r  
pe r sonne l  who may be c a l l e d  on t o  a d j u s t  a r t i l l e r y  
f i r e  on a r e c u r r i n g  b a s i s .  This  i n s t r u c t i o n  should .  
emphasize t h e  dangers  of a d j u s t i n g  c l o s e  t o  f r i e n d l y  
t r o o p s  and l i k e l y  a r e a s  t h a t  cou ld  cause  rounds t o  
be a d j u s t e d  on f r i e n d l y  t r o o p s  o r  c i v i l i a n s .  " 

J u s t  t o  show you t h a t  I had been a forward obse rve r  i n  WW I1 and 
found it ve ry  u s e f u l  t o  t e a c h  t h e  infantrymen how t o  f i r e .  W e  
p u t  t h i s  admonit ion o u t ,  t h a t  they  t each  them how t o  f i r e  and 
a l s o  be cogn izan t  of n o t  hav ing  f i r e  f a l l  on c i v i l i a n s .  

Q. Did you have a s e p a r a t e  forward obse rve r  school?  

A.  No, n o t  a t  t h e  DIVARTY l e v e l .  W e  had a f i r e  d i ­
r e c t i o n  schoo l  a t  t h e  DIVARTY l e v e l ,  and t h e  d i r e c t  suppor t  
b a t t a l i o n  commanders conducted t h e i r  own forward obse rve r  
t r a i n i n g ,  and we had i n s t r u c t i o n s  on it. 

Q - Do you have any documents a s i d e  from t h e s e  which 
may be a p p l i c a b l e  t o  t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  o r  how o p e r a t i o n s  w e r e  
conducted i n  t h e  America1 Div i s ion?  

A.  No, s i r .  But I ' v e  gone through t h e s e  and marked 
v a r i o u s  ones  t o  show t h a t  r e p e a t e d l y  o v e r  a p e r i o d  of a yea r  

' 	 w e  w e r e  s i n c e r e l y  t r y i n g  t o  fo l low t h e  s p i r i t  o f  t h e  MACV 
r e g u l a t i o n s  i n  t h i s  m a t t e r .  The Task Force  Oregon SOP, i n  t h e  
f i r e  s u p p o r t  c o o r d i n a t i o n  p o r t i o n ,  I wrote  t h i s  b e f o r e  w e  
became a c t i v e  and s p e c i f i c a l l y  i n c l u d e d ,  based on ou r  6 months 
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of  experience i n  country,  t h e  MACV r e s t r i c t i o n s  on c learance  
of f i r e s  and t h i s  paragraph on minimizing noncombatant cas­
u a l t i e s ,  and made re fe rence  t o  it l a t e r  i n  o t h e r  i tems l i k e  the 
" A r t i l l e r y  I t e m s  f o r  Command Emphasis" t h a t  I ' v e  i n d i c a t e d  here .  

Q- W e l l ,  I ' m  s u r e  t h a t  t h i s  af ternoon we've given you 
some information which perhaps you had no t  heard be fo re  o r  which 
you may have heard and which may poss ib ly  r e f r e s h  your memory. 
I£ any of t h i s  does s t a r t  f i t t i n g  back i n t o  p l a c e  a t  a la ter  
d a t e ,  i f  you remember anything being s a i d  abouk an inves t iga ­
t i o n  o r  about t h e  k i l l i n g  o r  wounding of noncombatants i n  any 
c r o s s f i r e  o r  anything o f  t h i s  na tu re  having t o  do wi th  e i t h e r  - $  

t h e  i n c i d e n t  i t s e l f  o r  having t o  do wi th  t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i n g  and 
reviewing of  t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  we'd l i k e  very much t o  have you 
g e t  i n  touch wi th  us s o  w e  can make t h i s  a  ma t t e r  of record.  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q. Now, i f  you have any ques t ions  t o  ask o r  i f  you 
would l i k e  t o  make a s ta tement  f o r  t h e  record ,  you have t h i s  
oppor tuni ty  a t  t h i s  t i m e .  

A. No, sir. I th ink  I have made a l l  t h e  p o i n t s  I 
had. 

I0 : The hea r ing  w i l l  r ecess .  

(The hea r ing  recessed  a t  1542, 1 6  January 1970 .) 
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SUMMARY OF TESTIMONY 

WITNESS: BAKER, S c o t t  A. 

DATE OF TESTIMONY: 17 January 1970 

PLACE 0F.TESTIMONY: Pentagon 

WITNESS SUSPECTED OF: N/A 

COUNSEL: None 

DUTY ASSIGNMENT ON 16 MARCH 1968: B Company, 123d Aviation 
Ba t t a l i on .  

1. PREOPERATIONAL PLANS AND BRIEFINGS. 

Major WATKE b r i e f e d  M r .  BAKER on the  16 March mission 
i n  Chu Lai on 15 Harch (pg. 4 )  . 
2. ASSAULT ON MY LAI. 

a. 	 A r t i l l e r y  prep. 

The wi tness  w a s  f l i g h t  commander f o r  an LOH and 
t w o  gunships on 16 March 196 8 (pg. 3) . H e  remembered f l y i n g  
h i i h  gun, bu t  he cannot r e c a l l  h i s  co-p i lo t .  It  could have 
been Captain LIVINGSTON (pgs. 11, 30) .  Three gunships 
were used, b u t . t h e y  were s h u t t l e d  t o  in su re  t h a t  t w o  were on 
s t a t i o n  a t  a l l  times when one s h i p  ran l o w  on f u e l  (pg. 1 4 ) .  

' 	 I n i t i a l l y ,  t h e  wi tness  t e s t i f i e d  t h a t  he took o f f  from Chu 
L a i  a t  0630 (pg. 4 )  . However, a f t e r  being t o l d  t h a t  t he  
t i p re  of  t h e  combat a s s a u l t  was 0730 hours,  BAKER es t imated 
t h a t  he l e f t  ChO:.Lai . a t  about 0715 hours (pg. 50 ) . They flew 
southeas t  of  t h e  LZ. BAKER could see t h e  a r t i l l e r y  prep 
(pgs. 7, 34) .  I t  extended i n t o  t h e  tree l i n e  on t h e  
western edge of t h e  v i l l a g e  (pg. 57 ) .  A l l  of t he  rounds 
appeared t o  be s tandard HE (pg. 7 ) .  The witness  d i d  no t  
recall t he  prep no t  s h u t t i n g  o f f  i n  t i m e  n e c e s s i t a t i n g  an 
extra o r b i t  of  t he  LZ by t h e  l i f t  sh ips .  I f  t h i s  had 
occurred the  w i t n e s s  bel ieved he would r e c a l l  it (pg. 32) .  
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b .  Combat a s s a u l t  on My Lai  ( 4 ) .  

About t h r e e  m i l e s  from My L a i ,  BAKER con tac ted  t h e  
command and c o n t r o l  h e l i c o p t e r  (pg. 4 ) .  The aero-scout  
team reconned t h e  a r e a  sou th  and e a s t  of  My L a i ' ( 4 )  a f t e r  
completion of  t h e  p rep  and i n s e r t i o n  (pgs.  5 ,  3 2 ) .  The 
Sharks o f  t h e  174th had two t o  f o u r  gunships on t h e  o p e r a t i o n .  
A t  l e a s t  two remained on s t a t i o n  a f t e r  i n s e r t i o n .  The 
Sharks f lew low-level  around t h e  LZ which was n o r t h  o f  
BAKER'S team (pg. 5 ) .  About 15  minutes a f t e r  f i n a l  i n s e r t i o n ,  
Warrant O f f i c e r  THOMPSON, p i l o t  of  t h e  LOH, engaged a VC 
w i t h  a weapon on t h e  n o r t h e r n  approaches o f  H i l l  85 (pgs.  5 ,  
3 7 ) .  The two gunships made about  t h r e e  gunruns ap iece  i n  
t h e  v i c i n i t y  o f  t h e  VC t h a t  THOMPSON had engaged 
H i s  team made no gunruns a long Highway 521. A l l  
f i r i n g  was sou th  o f  t h e  road (pg. 8) . 

(pg. 3 4 ) .  
o f  t h e i r  

c ,  A c t i v i t i e s  o f  t h e  Sharks.  

The w i t n e s s  r e c a l l e d  t h a t  t h e  Sharks were f i r i n g  
on Highway 521 and northward. H e  d e s c r i b e d  t h e i r  a c t i o n s  
a s  "wild runs ."  BAKER ordered  h i s  team f u r t h e r  sou th  
because he  f e l t  t h a t  t h e  S h a r k ' s  conduct was endangering 
t h e  aero-scouts  (pgs.  8 ,  9 ,  12 ,  39) . On r e t u r n i n g ,  BAKER 
saw 20 t o  25 bod ies  a long Highway 521 (pg. 1 3 ) .  BAKER 
b e l i e v e d  t h e s e  people  were k i l l e d  by t h e  Sharks (pg .26) .  
H e  was n o t  p o s i t i v e  t h a t  t h e  Sharks f i r e d  miniguns a long 
521. H e  d i d  see t h e  doorgunners f i r i n g  (pg. 43) . He 
r e c a l l e d  r a d i o  t r ansmiss ions  between t h e  Sharks ,  t h e  command 
and c o n t r o l  s h i p ,  and t h e  i n f a n t r y  t o  g e t  someone over  
to 'pick up enemy weapons (pgs.  5 ,  43, 4 4 ,  46) . 

d. Mil i ta ry-age  males on Highway 521. 

THOMPSON s e p a r a t e d  one o r  two m i l i t a r y - a g e  males 
from t h e  mass exodus o f  Vietnamese a long Highway 521 ( p g . 5 ) .  
The command and c o n t r o l  h e l i c o p t e r  which BAKER assumed was 
occupied by t h e  b a t t a l i o n  commander, s e t  down t o  pickup t h e s e  
VC s u s p e c t s  (pgs.  6 ,  1 3 ,  1 4 ,  49) . 
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e. I n s e r t i o n  ~f t h e  i n f a n t r y  on H i l l  85. 

THOMPSON spo t t ed  a VC f l a g  on H i l l  85. BAKER 
ordered i n f a n t r y  assigned t o  h i s  u n i t  i n s e r t e d  t o  recover a 
suspected mortar tube and rounds. A t  about t h e  same t i m e  he 
r e c a l l e d  see ing  another combat a s s a u l t  being made a t  another 
LZ (pgs. 6 ,  51, 52 ) .  The i n f a n t r y  found some mortar rounds 
(pg. 6 ) .  A t  about 0830 hours BAKER l e f t  s t a t i o n  t o  r e f u e l  
(pgs. 6 ,  53) . The Sharks were p re sen t  a t  t h e  r e fue l ing  
po in t  (pg. 49) . On re turn ing  tb plan was t o  Blow up the  
mortar rounds wi th  C4 (pq. 55) .  H e  bel ieved t h a t  he was 
on s t a t i o n  when the  "minlcav" was ex t r ac t ed  from H i l l  85 
and t h e  mortar  rounds detonated (pg. 66) . 

f .  Return t o  h i s  s t a t i o n .  

H e  r e fue l ed  and re turned  t o  My Lai a t  1030-1100 
hours. Af t e r  r e tu rn ing  h i s  s h i p  served only as  a communications 
l i n k  wi th  t h e  command and con t ro l  he l i cop te r .  He t a lked  
only wi th  t h e  low gunship (pg. 15 ) .  H e  could no t  hear  
ground f o r c e s '  r ad io  t ransmiss ions  unless  they were t a l k i n g  
with t he  command and con t ro l  s h i p  (pgs. 11, 1 3 ) .  The 
witness  was f a i r l y  c e r t a i n  t h a t  t he  l e w  gunship d i d  no t  
land while he was on s t a t i o n  although it was poss ib le  
t h a t  t h e  LOH d i d  without h i s  knowledge (pgs. 15, 1 7 ) .  

(1) He rememberedthat a t  some po in t  i n  time 
the  ground fo rces  con tac t ed . the  command and con t ro l  s h i p  
f o r - a  dus to f f , .  and t h a t  t he  reques t  t o  d iv i s ion  was sub­
sequent ly  cance l led  because a s l i c k  performed the  

60, 61) . 
evacuation mission ,. 10, 58 .(pgs 

( 2 )  The witness  d i d  no t  s ee  t he  ground forces  
shoot  any Vietnamese (pg. 64) . 

(3)  BAKER d i d  no t  remember see ing  M y  ~ a iC41 
burning on 16 March 1968 (pg. 67) . 

(BAKER) 3 SUM APP T-175 
FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 
 



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

(4)  The w i t n e s s  s a w  a second group of  20 t o  2 5  
bodies  between My 	 La i  ( 4 )  and t h e  hootches t o  t h e  sou th  
(pg. 1 2 ) .  I n  a l l  he  saw 50 t o  55 bodies  (pg.  1 8 ) .  

(5)  H e  d i d  n o t  remember e s c o r t i n g  an LOH t o  
Quang Ngai (pg. 16)  . 

(6 )  BAKER remembered no r a d i o  t r ansmiss ion  " t o  
s t o p  t h e  k i l l i n g  and burning"  (pg. 1 7 ) .  

( 7 )  The w i t n e s s  s t a t e d  t h a t  h i s  r e c o l l e c t i o n  of  
e v e n t s  a f t e r  r e f u e l i n g  i s  extremely l i m i t e d  (pg. 57) . 

38) H e  d i d  n o t  know i f  WATKE was on t h e  miss ion  
  
(pg. 60) 
 

( 9 )  H e  cannot  remember any r e p o r t  o f  t h e  LZ 
be ing  h o t  (pg. 45) . 
3 .  SUBSEQUENT DISCUSSIONS WITH THOMPSON AT CHU LAI. 

a. THOMPSON-BAKER meeting. 

BAKER r e c a l l e d  t h a t  upon r e t u r n i n g  t o  Chu Lai 
Warrant O f f i c e r  MILLIANS and THOMPSON r e p o r t e d  s e e i n g  a 
l o t  o f  people  k i l l e d ,  and they  had n o t  l i k e d  it (pg. 18)  . 
THOMPSON was " q u i t e  e x c i t e d "  over  what he purpor ted ly  
s a w  (pg. 19)  . THOMPSON t o l d  BAKER of  having landed t o  
p reven t  t h e  i n f a n t r y  from k i l l i n g  people i n  a bunker.  
A f t e r  l and ing ,  a l i e u t e n a n t  o r  a s e r g e a n t  t o l d  THOMPSON 
t h a t  t h e  only  way t o  g e t  them o u t  was wi th  a grenade.  
THOMPSON a l s o  s t a t e d  t h a t  he had h i s  gunners t r a i n  t h e i r  
weapons gn t h e .  advancing i n f a n t r y  (pg. 2 1 ) .  H e  a l s o  s a i d  
t h a t  a c a p t a i n  had s h o t  a g i r l  and they  had found a 
l a r g e  number o f  people ,  some a l i v e ,  i n  a d i t c h  (pg. 21) . 

b. THOMPSON-WATKE meeting. 

BAKER was n o t  p r e s e n t  when THOMPSON saw Major 
WATKE, t h e i r  commander, t o  r e p o r t  what he had seen  i n  
My La i  ( 4 )  (pg. 19) . The w i t n e s s  r e c a l l e d  t h a t  THOMPSON 
s a i d  t h a t  he was going t o  o r  a l r e a d y  h d  complained t o  
WATKE and t h a t  he was going t o  go up t h e  cha in  of command 
(pg. 2 0 ) .  THOMPSON a l s o  i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  he would have t o  
go h i g h e r  than  WATKE t o  g e t  anything done (pg. 23) . A t  a 
l a t e r  d a t e ,  THOMPSON informed BAKER t h a t  he had made a 
statement t o  a h i g h e r  a u t h o r i t y  than  t h e i r  b a t t a l i o n  
(pgs.  2? 2 4 ) .  
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4 .  REPORTS OR INQUIRIES CONCERNING THE MY LA1 OPERATION. 

BAKER never heard t h a t  t he  My Lai opera t ion  was i n ­
vest igated,Aor w a s  he eve r  cautioned no t  t o  t a l k  about it 
(pgs. 24, 25)  . A r e p o r t  of action f o r  16 March '1968 
f o r  h i s  team w a s  probably f i l e d  a t  Chu L a i  (pg. 22) . 
5. OTHER INFORMATION. 

a. BAKER had been f l y i n g  i n  h i s  16 March 1968 capaci ty  
f o r  four  months and he r e t a ined  it u n t i l  he DEROS'd 
1 September 1968. 

b. ' H e  d iscussed h i s  s ta tement  o f f i c i a l l y  wi th  THOMPSON 
a t  the behes t  of t h e  prosecutor  from For t  'Benning . (pg. 3) . 

c. BAKER had no personal  f e e l i n g s  about what ev iden t ly  
occurred i n  My L a i .  They had received f i r e  from t h e  
v i l l a g e  before ,  so t h e  k i l l i n g s  were j u s t  t h e  for tunes  o f  
w a r  (pg. 2 4 ) .  

d. THOMPSON never t o l d  BAKER about h i s  r epo r t i ng  the  
i n c i d e n t  t o  Chaplain CRESWELL (pg. 2 5 ) .  

e. WATKE seldom flew. H e  was an inexperienced p i l o t  
  
(pg. 27) 
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EXHIBITS 

EXHIBIT 
NUMBER DESCRIPTION NOTES 

T r a n s c r i p t  of TF ~ a r k e r' & w i t  i d e n t i f i e d  him1t a p e  self a s  Warlord. . -.---­
Alpha Lead. War­

-- l o r d  Alpha 3 was 
t h e  t h i r d  gunship 

-	 t o  come on s t a t i o n .  ­ ­
"Skeeter"  was pro ­
bably KELLENBENZ -
o r  LLOYD . 

29-

-	 Miscel laneous Scene 	 looking toward 
 

Quang Ngai. 
 
+ 
Resembles p o lMrMiscel laneous Scene 	 on P-178. 

ArwTetween 
Miscel laneous Scene and p o i n t  6 on P-173 70 -
Witness anno ta ted  a e r l a l  
photo o f  My Lai  ( 4 )  a rea  	1-War1or.d~ engaged 
 


one v c  male w l u  
  

weapon soon a f t e r  
  

l n s e r t l o n .  
  


40 
 


-	 2-Sharks observed 
  
h e r e  f i r i n g  --I--­
whi le  
  


( warlords  made gun{ 
 
I I runs  a t  1 t i  3. I 
 


I 1 	 	 3-General a r e a  I 
 

where gunship 
  

f i r e  impacted. 40 
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E X H I B I T S  

EXHIBIT 
 

NUMBER DESCRIPTION NOTES PAGES 

I witness  a n n o t a t m e r i a l  i 1 
photo of MY Lai  ( 4 )  a r e a  I~-THOMPSON separat& 

one o r  two m i l i t a r y  
age males from group 
of Vietnamese on 
521. C&C h e l i ­
c op t e r  landed and 
picked up VC sus ­
p ec t s .  

48,49 
. . 

5-Two se t s  of  web -
gear  seen here .  .. ~ l s o ,  20 t o  25 
dead Vietnamese. 

62,63 

I 6-Saw 30 dead I
I Vietnamese o r
I v a r i ed  ages and I 
I sex.  

7-Where .he saw 
., ar-ery prep 1m­

pac t .  68 

Wall Map o r i e n t e d  wi tness .  4 
Map 6 I39 I1 (small 
scale) .. Oriented wi tness .  30 
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(The hear ing  reconvened a t  1045 hours ,  1 7  January 
 
1970.) 
 

10: The hear ing  w i l l  come t o  o rde r .  

RCDR : The fol lowing persons a r e  p resen t :  LTG PEERS, 
MR MACCRATE, MR WALSH, COL FRANKLIN, and M A J  LYNN. 

S i r ,  t h e  next  wi tness  i s  M r .  S c o t t  A. BAKER. 

(MR BAKER w a s  c a l l e d  a s  a w i t n e s s ,  w a s  sworn, and 
t e s t i f i e d  a s  fo l lows: )  

M r .  BAKER, f o r  t h e  r ecord ,  w i l l  you p l e a s e  s ta te  
your f u l l  name, occupat ion,  and res idence?  

A. S c o t t  Alan BAKER, I ' m  a salesman, 7200 S u t t e r  
Avenue, Carmichael, C a l i f o r n i a .  

RCDR: Thank you, sir.  

I 0 : Have you had an oppor tun i ty ,  M r .  BAKER, t o  read 
t h e  i n s t r u c t i o n s  (Exhibi t  M-57 ) ? 

A.  Y e s ,  sir.  

Q Do you understand them, or  do you have any ques t ions  
concerning them? 

A .  N o  ques t ions .  

Q. Beside me he re  a t  t h e  t a b l e ,  M r .  BAKER, I have, 
on my l e f t ,  M r .  MACCRATE. M r .  MACCRATE i s  a c i v i l i a n  lawyer 
who has volunteered h i s  s e r v i c e s  t o  t h e  Sec re ta ry  of t h e  Army 
t o  a s s i s t  m e  i n  t h e  conduct of t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  and a l s o  t o  
provide m e  l e g a l  counsel .  J u s t  walking i n  t h e  door i s  M r .  
WALSH, who w i l l  j o in  us  here  a t  t h e  t a b l e  and who i s  a l s o  a 
c i v i l i a n  lawyer. H e  l ikewise  has volunteered h i s  s e r v i c e s  
t o  t h e  Sec re ta ry  of t h e  Army t o  a s s i s t  M r .  MACCRATE and my­
s e l f .  On my r i g h t  i s  Colonel FRANKLIN, who has been designated 
by t h e  Chief of S t a f f  t o  a s s i s t  m e  i n  t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  A l l  
of t h e s e  i n d i v i d u a l s  may address  ques t ions  t o  you t h i s  morn­
ing .  You should know t h a t  w e  have o t h e r  groups t h a t  a r e  
l ikewise  t ak ing  testimony, and I s h a l l  a l s o  inform you t h a t  
I have t h e  f i n a l  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  t h e  making of t h e  r e p o r t ,  
for t h e  weighing of t h e  evidence,  and f o r  making t h e  f indings  
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and recommendations. 

You should a l s o  know t h a t  I have d i r e c t e d  
a l l  m i l i t a r y  personnel  g iv ing  testimony i n  t h i s  i n v e s t i ­
ga t ion  not  t o  d i s c u s s  t h e i r  testimony w i t h  o t h e r s .  I would 
reques t  t h e  same t h i n g  of you, t h a t  you n o t  d i s c u s s  your tes­
timony i n  t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  with o t h e r s ,  inc luding  o t h e r  
wi tnesses  f o r  t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  except a s  it would be nec­
essa ry  t o  do so before  competent j u d i c i a l ,  l e g i s l a t i v e ,  o r  
admin i s t r a t ive  bodies .  I use  t h e  term l e g i s l a t i v e  because 
t h e r e  is  a chance t h a t  you may be c a l l e d  before  t h e  i n v e s t i ­
g a t i v e  subcommittee of t h e  House Armed Services  Committee, i n  
which event nothing t h a t  has been ind ica ted  would preclude 
you t e s t i f y i n g  a t  such a hearing.  I do n o t  b e l i e v e  t h a t  you 
have been n o t i f i e d  by t h e  m i l i t a r y  judge i n  t h e  genera l  cour t -
m a r t i a l  case  of t h e  United S t a t e s  v. Cal ley.  

A .  NO, I haven ' t .  

Q- I f  you a r e  so  n o t i f i e d  by t h e  m i l i t a r y  judge, any­
t h i n g  you say here  w i l l  i n  no way a f f e c t  e i t h e r  t h e  appl ica­
b i l i t y  o r  t h e  e f f e c t  of t h a t  o rde r .  Do you have any ques t ions  
a t  t h i s  time? 

A.  No, sir.  

Q M r .  BAKER, would you i n d i c a t e  your duty  assign­
ment on 16 March 1968? 

A. Y e s ,  sir. I was t h e  a i r c r a f t  commander of a gun­
sh ip .  I was a l s o  i n  charge of t h e  gun teams t h a t  opera ted  
i n  our recon capac i ty  during and a f t e r  t h e  i n i t i a l  i n s e r t  a t  
My Lai  ( 4 )  . 
Q - How long had you been i n  t h a t  capaci ty?  

A .  About 4 months. 

Q. Who had you been f l y i n g  f o r  before  you joined the 
aero-scout u n i t ?  

A .  I Id been f l y i n g  f o r  t h e  1 6 1 s t  a t  Chu La i  and Khe 
Sanh. I went on 30 days leave f o r  an ex ten t ion ,  came back, 
and was promised t h a t  I would go i n t o  t h e  guns. A t  t h a t  t i m e  
it was s t r i c t l y  a gun p la toon.  When I came back, t h e  gun 
platoon had been made t h e  aero-scout  company. T h a t ' s  when 
I came i n t o  them and t h a t  was about February o r  January,  some­
where around 1 February. 
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Q. And how long d i d  you s t a y  wi th  t h e  aero-scout 
company a f t e r  March? 

A. U n t i l  t h e  end of my t o u r ,  which was 1 September. 

Q M r .  BAKER, from t h e  time t h e  My Lai  i n c i d e n t  be­
came a mat ter  of pub l i c  knowledge l a s t  y e a r ,  t h a t  i s ,  the 
time per iod  of l a t e  September o r  e a r l y  October, have you had 
any d i scuss ions  wi th  anybody from t h e  aero-scout company o r  
from t h e  America1 Divis ion concerning t h e  i n c i d e n t ?  

A. Yes, sir. M r .  THOMPSON, who was a l s o  under me. 
A t  t h e  time we went i n ,  I had two gunships and one LOH.  H e  
was t h e  p i l o t  of t h e  LOH, and when we were l a t e r  assigned 
t o  F o r t  Rucker, he was i n  an nearby f l i g h t  room. When we 
were both c a l l e d ,  t h e  cap ta in  who i s  prosecut ing  t h e  case  
a t  t h a t  t ime wanted us  t o  make up a s t a t ement ,  and we made 
up t h a t  s ta tement  t h e r e .  T h a t ' s  t h e  f i r s t  t ime I had r e a l l y  
d iscussed  any of it with M r .  THOMPSON. o t h e r  than d i r e c t l y  
a f t e r  t h e  i n c i d e n t .  

Q.  Y e s .  Did you g e t  i n t o  d e t a i l s  a s  f a r  a s  t h e  
opera t ion  was concerned? 

A. Yes, sir.  We both  went i n  a t  the same time t o  
make t h e  s t a t ements  on what we had done t h e r e  and what we 
had seen. A t  t h a t  time t h e r e  were a e r i a l  photos a v a i l a b l e  
t o  u s ,  and w e  reviewed them and compared back and f o r t h  
a s  t o  what we thought was happening. So we d i d  form 
opin ions  around t h e  whole t h i n g  and make up our s ta tements  
a f t e r  we t a l k e d  about it. 

Q *  So your capac i ty ,  a t  l e a s t  dur ing  p a r t s  of t h e  
opera t ion ,  was n o t  only t h a t  of t h e  gunship p i l o t ,  b u t  t h e  
f l i g h t  commander, a l s o .  

A. Yes, sir. I was t h e  f l i g h t  commander f o r  t h e  two 
guns and t h e  LOH. 

Q .  W e  understand t h a t  dur ing  t h e  morning t h e r e  were 
s e v e r a l  changes of guns? 

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q. Now, were you commanding throughout t h e  opera t ion?  
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A. No, sir. I came i n  on t h e  i n i t i a l  i n s e r t i o n  and 
i n  c o n t a c t  wi th  t h e  C&C overhead. W e  watched and d i d  some 
f i r i n g  i n  t h e  l o c a l  area dur ing  and j u s t  a f t e r  t h e  i n i t i a l  
i n s e r t i o n .  I ' m  n o t  s u r e  on t h e  t i m e  frame. I t h i n k  w e  l e f t  
a t  about 1 hour and 30 minutes. Then w e  had t h r e e  guns 
a v a i l a b l e  t h a t  day,  s o  w e  had t o  s tar t  switching o f f ,  and 
I came on once later i n  t h e  af ternoon.  

Q.  You w e r e  n o t  on again  later i n  t h e  morning? 

A. W e l l ,  it w a s  poss ib ly  i n  t h e  morning. I th ink  
we  c u t  it o f f  around 12 o ' c lock ,  b u t  I d i d  make two t r i p s  
o u t  t h e r e  t o  t h e  area be fo re  w e  l e f t .  

Q. W e l l ,  maybe t h i s  w i l l  s t a r t  f i t t i n g  i n  when w e  
g e t  down t o  it. Were you p resen t  dur ing  t h e  p re -b r i e f ing  
a t  LZ D o t t i e  t h e  previous  day? 

A. No, sir. F i r s t  I heard about it w a s  i n  o u r  own 
b r i e f i n g  a t  Chu L a i ,  where Major WATKE gave us  a b r i e f i n g  on 
what would happen and what t h e  mission of t h e  ground t roops  
would be and what f requencies  and c a l l  s i g n s ,  and of t h i s  
w e  would pick up. 

Q. W e  have i n  back of you, M r .  BAKER, a blowup of a 
map of t h e  My Lai  a r e a  (Exhibi t  MAP-1)  , which you would prob- 
ab ly  l i k e  t o  look a t  f o r  a moment t o  r e f r e s h  your memory. 
We have another  map t o  your immediate r e a r ,  which i s  1:50,000, 
which you would probably normally use (Exh ib i t  MAP-5). 

A. I th ink  I know about where we were. 

Q. Y e s .  Well, when you g e t  down t o  My La i ,  I ' l l  
show you an a e r i a l  photo which w i l l  probably t i e  it i n  a 
l i t t l e  t i g h t e r .  Could you desc r ibe  your a c t i v i t i e s  from t h e  
time you l e f t  Chu Lai  i n  t h e  morning t o  t h e  t ime you a r r i v e d  
i n  t h e  o p e r a t i o n a l  a rea?  

A. I ' m  no t  s u r e  of t h e  time of t a k e o f f ,  poss ib ly  
0630. We flew south  with two gunships and one LOH, and con- 
t a c t e d  t h e  Char l ie -Char l ie  b i r d  about 3 mi les  n o r t h  of My 
La i  ( 4 )  . We contacted them t o  l e t  him know we were i n  the .  
a r e a  and where we'd be working. He t o l d  us  t h a t  t h e  F i r e b i r d s  
would be p u t t i n g  a l i f t  i n .  The l i f t  was going on schedule;  
a r t i l l e r y  was coming o u t  of Dot t i e .  

Q. Did he say coming o u t  of Dot t ie?  
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A. I t h i n k  it was Dot t i e .  I ' m  no t  p o s i t i v e .  

Q I understand. This  happened a long time ago. 

A. I know w e  worked t o  t h e  south and t o  t h e  e a s t  of 
My La i ,  and watched t h e  i n i t i a l  i n s e r t i o n .  A s  soon a s  t h e  
f i n a l  i n s e r t  had gone, we continued reconning and r a n  j u s t  
about due south of My Lai .  A t  t h i s  t ime,  a  F i r e b i r d  team 
s t a r t e d  f i r i n g  t o  t h e  north.  

Q. Of t h e  F i r e b i r d s  of t h e  gun team? Which 
team a r e  you r e f e r r i n g  t o ,  your team or- ­

A. ( In te rpos ing)  No, no, no. This  is--I c a n ' t  
remember t h e  number. I t ' s  t h e  a v i a t i o n  u n i t  t h a t  put  
t h e  i n i t i a l  l i f t  i n .  Thei r  gunships e scor ted  t h e i r  s l i c k s .  

Q. How many guns d i d  they  have t h e r e  t h a t  day? 

A. Two. 

Q - J u s t  two. 

A .  Two, it could have been f o u r .  I know t h e r e  were 
two t h a t  s tayed i n  t h e  l o c a l  a rea  a f t e r  t h e  l i f t  was completed. 

Q. Y e s .  

A .  They were running low-level ac ross  t h e  north end 
of t h e  a r e a  t h a t  t h e  t roops  were i n .  They spo t t ed  some people.  
A t  t h e  same t i m e ,  M r .  THOMPSON caught one man running wi th  a 
weapon j u s t  south  of a road (Highway 521) , j u s t  south of 
My La i  ( 4 ) .  

Q. General ly  i n  t h e  a r e a  of t h e  nor thern  reaches of 
H i l l  85? 

A. Y e s ,  sir. He s p o t t e d  him over he re ;  r a n  o u t  i n t o  
he re ,  t h e  a rea  back up onto H i l l  85. A t  t h a t  time we s t a r t e d  
s e t t i n g  up gunruns t o  run j u s t  about e a s t  t o  west back i n  
he re ,  breaking away from t h e  f r i e n d l i e s  and on up i n t o  s e t  up 
runs.  W e  made j u s t  about t h r e e  runs per  a i r c r a f t .  M r .  
THOMPSON continued i n  t h e  l o c a l  a rea  t r y i n g  t o  f i n d  what 
would happen. I th ink  it was about 20 minutes we s t i l l  
s t ayed  i n  t h a t  a r e a ,  and then M r .  THOMPSON had t h e  mass exo­
dus of people o u t  of My Lai  headed west a long t h i s  road. 
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cha r l i e -Char l i e  overhead asked us  t o  go down t o  t a k e  a look at 
them. THOMPSON went down. I t h i n k  t h e r e  w e r e  two o r  t h r e e  
mi l i ta ry-age  m a l e s  r i g h t  i n  t h e  middle of t h e  group. H e  sep­
a r a t e d  the= o u t  and stopped t h e  t r a f f i c  and threw smoke o u t ,  
and g o t  t h e  Charl ie-Charl ie  b i r d  and what o t h e r  s l i c k s  w e r e  
a v a i l a b l e  t o  come down and p ick  up t h i s .  I t h i n k  they  picked 
up one o r  two. I d o n ' t  know what became of  t h e  o t h e r s .  H e  
c o u l d n ' t  g e t  t h e m  o u t  of t h e  group. One I guess w a s  about  
it. H e  g o t  him o f f  t h e  s i d e  of t h e  road, popped smoke, Char­
l i e -Char l i e  came down, picked him up, took him on back. From 
t h e n  on, dur ing  t h e  pe r iod  t h a t  I was o u t ,  I t h i n k  t h e  major ­
i t y  of our  s t u f f  w a s  done t o  t h e  south  of t h e  road. I t h i n k  
it was i n  t h i s  t i m e  per iod  t h a t  w e  went south of t h e  area 
because t h e  F i r e b i r d s  were making p r e t t y  w i l d  gunruns and 
w e  d i d n ' t  want t o  be i n  t h e  area. 

Q - When w e r e  they  s t i l l  opera t ing?  

A. W e l l ,  i n i t i a l l y  they  w e r e  t o  leave  t h e  a r e a  en­
t i r e l y ,  when t h e  i n s e r t i o n  w a s  completed. They s tayed and 
ran  through t h i s  a r e a  here  while  we were working south.  
This  was a l l  good. They s t a r t e d  t o  make t h e i r  runs nor th  t o  
south,  g o t  i n  our p a t t e r n ,  and I c a l l e d  up Char l ie -Char l ie ,  and 
t o l d  t h e  co lone l  we w e r e  going t o  g e t  o u t  of t h i s  a rea  mt i l  
t h e  F i r e b i r d s  l e f t .  I ' m  p r e t t y  s u r e  t h a t ' s  when w e  went 
south  here  t o  t h e  a r e a  of 72.  M r .  THOMPSON, Buck, s p o t t e d  
a Vie t  Cong f l a g  on t o p  of an abandoned ARVN d iggings  type  
th ing .  We went i n ,  made a couple of runs on t h a t .  Then w e  
c a l l e d  our  s l i c k s  down w i t h  t h r e e  loads of "g run t s"  and they  
came o u t  and p u t  t h e  t roops  on t h e  h i l l  a f t e r  we'd s h o t  it 
up t r y i n g  t o  g e t  r i d  of t h e  booby t r a p s  and anything. They 
p u t  t h e  t roops  on t h e  h i l l  and g o t  mortar rounds, no tubes ,  
and t h e  f l a g  was booby-trapped. I th ink  it was about t h i s  
t i m e  t h a t  I f i r s t  l e f t  t h e  a r e a  f o r  r e f u e l i n g .  

Q You had what, about an hour and a h a l f  worth of 
f u e l ,  now? 

A.  No, no, about 2 hours ,  maybe an hour an 15 minutes 
on s t a t i o n ,  hour and one-half .  

Q. Yes, so  t h a t  would have pu t  you o u t  of t h e r e  
sometime around about 0830. You're c e r t a i n  it s t a r t e d  a t  
0730? 

A. I t ' d  probably be r i g h t  around 0830, t h a t  a rea .  
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Q o  Did you see t h e  a r t i l l e r y  prep? 

A .  yes, sir .  

Q This  i s  an a e r i a l  photo of My La i  ( 4 )  (Exh ib i t  P -1 ) .
You w i l l  n o t i c e  he re  t h a t  t h i s  i s  t h e  o u t l i n e  of t h i s  town, 
t he  hamlet. You w i l l  n o t i c e  521, H i l l  85 t o  t h e  south ,  a l s o  
t h e  road l ead ing  south  of t h e  v i l l a g e ,  t h e  d i t c h  up alongside 
of  t h e  v i l l a g e ,  a l s o  t h i s  i n t e r r u p t e d  dra inage  d i t c h  and road 
ac ross  t h e  nor th  s i d e .  Is t h a t  c l e a r  t o  you now? 

A.  Yes, s i r .  

Q. Now, t h e  s c a l e  is about 1 inch equals  roughly 80 
meters ,  75 t o  80 meters ,  which would make t h i s  roughly about 
400 yards  a c r o s s ,  400 meters.  

A. Okay. 

Q - Now, would you i n d i c a t e  (on Exh ib i t  P-1) where-- ' 
t h e  LZ was r i g h t  about i n  h e r e ,  i n  t h i s  a r e a  t o  t h e  
w e s t  of t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

A. Right . 
 
Q - Can you i n d i c a t e  where you saw t h e  a r t i l l e r y  prep? 
  

A. Y e s ,  I remember t h e  a r t i l l e r y  prep was i n  t h i s  
a r e a  and extended o u t  i n  here .  

Q. Y e s .  

A. This  might have been t h e  f i n a l  sho t?  I know t h e  
a r t i l l e r y  d i d  go i n  and shoot  a t  t h e  s i d e  of t h e  v i l l a g e ,  
j u s t  up i n  t h e  t r e e  l i n e s  on t h e  s i d e  of t h e  LZ. 

Q. What kind of a r t i l l e r y  d i d  you n o t i c e ?  

A. Standard HE. 
 

Q Did you s e e  any t r e e  b u r s t s ?  
  

A.  I d o n ' t  know; t h e r e  could have p o s s i b l y  been. 

Q - I was j u s t  th ink ing  t h a t  perhaps you could r e c a l l .  
Did you s e e  any white  phosphorous, o r  "Wi l l i e  P e t e r " ?  
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A. No, I d i d n ' t  see any "Wi l l i e  Pete"  o u t  t h a t  day, 

Q - Now, as f a r  as t h e  one i n d i v i d u a l  sou th  of t h e  
t h i s  a r e a ,  can you show us about where he w a s ?  

A. I t h i n k  it was i n  t h i s  a rea .  

Q. T h a t ' s  j u s t  t h e  lower s lopes  of H i l l  85. 

A. M r .  THOMPSON s p o t t e d  him, f i r e d  on him h e r e ,  
chased him a c r o s s  h e r e  and l o s t  him i n  t h e  brush,  and asked 
us t o  go ahead and s e t  up and run. H e  pu l l ed  o f f ;  s t a r t e d  low 
ac ross  here .  W e  went up t o  g e t  t h i s  p o s i t i o n  i n  he re  and 
f l u s h  him ou t .  

Q- W e r e  any of your gunruns a long 521? 

A. No, sir. The doorgunners might have--shouldn't 
have h i t  it. They could have h i t  it unbeknownst t o  m e ,  

Q. Y e s .  But you made no gun passes .  

A. Right.  A l l  o u r  f i r i n g  w a s  t o  t h e  nor th ,  w e l l  
  
clear of--


( In te rpos ing)  North o r  south? 

A. South. We might have g o t t e n  i n t o  t h e  rice paddies  
he re ,  b u t  w e  c a m e  nowhere near  t h e  t r e e  l i n e  here .  

Q. When you were on s t a t i o n  t h e r e  and t h e  F i r e b i r d s  
' t h a t  you r e f e r r e d  t o  moved from t h e  nor th  of t h e  hamlet t o  t h e  

south of it, where were they conducting t h e i r  runs  t o  t h e  
south? 

A. They were f l y i n g  i n i t i a l l y  over  i n  t h i s  a r e a ,  
  
ac ross  through here.  
  

Q. Y e s .  

A. It ended up, they were coming along t h i s  road for  
some reason and they were f i r i n g .  

Q .  Y e s .  

A. And t h i s  is when I j u s t  said f o r g e t  it, t o o  many 
i n  t o o  l i t t l e  space,  and we l e f t .  
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Q- To your r e c o l l e c t i o n  t h e r e  were only two guns 
t h e r e ?  

A. Right.  They could poss ib ly  have had f o u r  t h e r e  
f o r  t h e  i n i t i a l  l i f t  and then broken o f f  two when t h e  l i f t  
was complete. 

Q - To t h e  b e s t  of our knowledge, t h e s e  guns came 
from t h e  174th? 

A.  Right.  

Q. Do you remember t h e  c a l l  s i g n s  of t h e  guns of 
t h e  174th? 

A .  The 71s t  i s  t h e  F i r e b i r d s .  The 74th,  I c a n ' t  
r e c a l l .  

Q. W e l l ,  t h e i r  l i f t  s h i p s  w e r e  known a s  t h e  Dolphins 
and t h e i r  other- ­

A .  ( In te rpos ing)  Sharks. 

Q Sharks,  okay. 

A.  I f  I have been saying  F i r e b i r d s  i n  he re ,  I meant 
t h e  Sharks. 

Q Why d i d  you say F i r e b i r d s  a s  opposed t o  Sharks? 

A .  I was mistaken. They were gun u n i t s  t h a t  worked 
i n  t h e  southern  a rea .  

Q How do you recognize Sharks? 

A .  A s  I r e c a l l ,  they were Char l i e  models. The Fi re-
b i r d s  had a l a r g e  P h i l l i p s  6 6  F i r e b i r d  on t h e  s i d e  of a l l  
t h e i r  a i r c r a f t .  Sharks had t h e  shark emblem on t h e  nose, 

Q Y e s .  Do you remember t h a t  day whether you saw 
t h e  shark on them? The noses marked up with t h e  customary 
shark  t e e t h  and s o  f o r t h ?  

A.  I ' m  almost p o s i t i v e .  This might be because I g o t  
a glance a t  it and know t h a t  we were working wi th  ~ o l p h i n s ,  
b u t  I ' d  be w i l l i n g  t o  b e t  t h a t  it was. 
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Q. T h a t ' s  what you r e c a l l  hear ing  on t h e  r ad io?  

A.  Right.  W e  d i d n ' t  hear  t o o  much of them because 
they worked mostly on V i c t o r ,  and they s tayed on t h e i r  own 
" f req . "  The only t i m e  w e  heard anything from them was when 
they c a l l e d  up t o  Char l ie -Char l ie  on common UHF. 

Q J u s t  one p o i n t .  You i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  it was H i l l  
72 where you picked up t h e  ou tpos t  and t h e  f l a g  and subse ­
quent ly  t h e  mortar round. Are you s u r e  t h a t  t h a t ' s  where 
you were opera t ing  a t  t h a t  time? 

A,= No. There were t h r e e  peaks,  a s  I remember, and 
w e  were on t h e  middle. This  one i s  down by t h e  r i v e r .  They 
had people running ac ross  t h i s  a rea  a t  one t i m e  before .  I 
d o n ' t  know i f  H i l l  85 comes f a r t h e r  o u t  here.  I t  w a s  i n  
t h i s  a rea .  

Q We understand from t a l k i n g  t o  M r .  THOMPSON. We've 
t a l k e d  t o  many people i n  t h e  u n i t ,  and t h e  almost univer ­
s a l  consensus is  t h a t  t h e  mortars were loca ted  on t h e  t o p  of  
H i l l  85. 

A. I t  could have been t h a t  it might extend f a r t h e r  
south  than t h e  r i d g e  l i n e  t h a t  I ' v e  drawn. 

Q- It i s  q u i t e  a long r idge .  It goes a l l  t h e  way 
down and around. I ' m  n o t  e x a c t l y  s u r e  where on H i l l  85 they 
w e r e  l oca ted ,  bu t  t h i s  i s  what we've been a b l e  t o  determine 
s o  f a r .  Now, dur ing  t h a t  f i r s t  l i f t ,  do you remember anything 
e l s e  unusual o r  anything e l s e  t h a t  s t i c k s  i n  your memory? 

A. No. The only  t h i n g  I can remember is  M r .  THOMPSON 
running along one t r e e  l i n e  he re ,  along t h i s  d i t c h .  When I 
had l e f t  t h e  a r e a ,  t h e r e  was an exodus, mass exodus, of people 
o u t  of My Lai  ( 4 ) - - c i v i l i a n s  with p o t s  and pans t ak ing  o f f  
ou t  of the re .  This i s  what THOMPSON had i n i t i a l l y  stopped. 
I th ink  it w a s  along t h e  road here .  When I l e f t ,  t h e r e  was 
t h i s  m a s s  exodus of people,  and I had heard noth ing  from t h e  
"grunts"  a t  a l l  on it. We were n o t  on t h e i r  " f req . "  I d i d  
hea r  one th ing .  They were screaming r e a l  loud t h a t  they 
wanted a  dustof  f. 
(2 Was it t h a t  e a r l y  i n  t h e  morning they wanted a 
d u s t o f f ?  

A. This  i s  t h e  only th ing  I remember t h a t  t h e  ground 
t roops  s a i d .  They had a p a t i e n t  and they wanted a dus to f f .  
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Q Y e s .  

A. And t h e  b i g g e s t  t h i n g  t h a t  s t i c k s  i n  my mind i s  
t h a t  when we l e f t  t h e  pevple were walking along t h e  road. 

Q Well, j u s t  a minute now. W e ' l l  g e t  t o  t h a t .  
While THOMPSON w a s  f l y i n g  down t h e r e  south of t h e  a r e a ,  d i d  
you s e e  him pop smoke on any wounded people o r  ind iv idua l s  
south of t h e  v i l l a g e  a t  t h a t  time? 

A. I am p r e t t y  s u r e ,  no t  p o s i t i v e ,  t h a t  THOMPSON 
might have popped smoke i n  t h e  a r e a  nea r  t h i s  smal l  canal  
t r e e  l i n e  t h a t  runs  p a r a l l e l  and south of t h e  highway. He 
s a i d  t h e r e  w a s  some wounded person t h e r e ,  and I t h i n k  t h a t  
he s e t  down a t  t h a t  time. 

Q e  S e t  down o r  popped smoke? 

A.  NO, I t h i n k  he s e t  down bes ide  t h e  bodies  t h a t  
were ou t  i n  t h e  f i e l d ,  I ' m  p r e t t y  s u r e .  This  might have 
been an hour l a t e r ,  a f t e r  I came back. I ' m  n o t  p o s i t i v e .  
c a n ' t  g e t  t h e  t ime frame. 

Q. Who was f l y i n g  with you t h e  f i r s t  t i m e  t h a t  
morning? Do you remember any of them? 

I d o n ' t  know. 

Q Yes. 

A. I have no idea .  

Q. A s  t h e  commander w e r e  you f l y i n g  t h e  low gun o r  
high gun? 

A. The high gun. 

Q. The h igh  gun. A s  I would understand t h e  comrnuni­
c a t i o n s  system t h a t  you were us ing ,  THOMPSON was i n  con tac t  
wi th  t h e  low gun t o  t h e  high gun and you were i n  con tac t  wi th  
t h e  ground. Is t h a t  c o r r e c t ?  And wi th  Charl ie-Charl ie?  

A. I s tayed up on UHF and t h e  Char l ie -Char l ie ' s  Fox-
Mike f o r  h i s  command purposes. This i s  why I heard t h e  c a l l  
f o r  t h e  medevac. I s tayed up on t h e i r  command Fox-Mike and our  
company UHF, which a t  t h a t  t ime because of a l ack  of £re ­
quencies  was 241.0, and s o  I missed q u i t e  a b i t  of t h e  con­
ve r sa t ion .  T h a t ' s  why a l o t  of t imes I ' d  f l y  low l e v e l  j u s t  
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t o  see  what w a s  happening. I f  it was a calm a r e a ,  I ' d  f l y  
low l e v e l  up and down t h e  road behind t h e  o t h e r  s h i p ,  s t i l l  
covering him. But I had t o  see what w a s  happening. 

COL FRANKLIN: Do you t h i n k  Captain LIVINGSTON w a s  your 
p i l o t ,  your first-­

A. ( In te rpos ing)  I t  could have been. I hones t ly  
c a n ' t  say f o r  s u r e  t h a t  it w a s .  

Q. . .  You mentioned t h a t  you wanted t o  g e t  o u t  of  t h e  
way because t h e  Sharks w e r e  making wi ld  runs.  Would you 
amplify t h a t  a l i t t l e  b i t ?  

A. They w e r e  g e t t i n g  a l i t t l e  t o o  c l o s e  t o  m e .  

Q. W e r e  t hey  f i r i n g ?  

A. They w e r e  f i r i n g .  

Q. Were they  f i r i n g  on Highway 521, which is r ight - ­

A. ( In te rpos ing)  Right ,  on t h e  highway and t o  t h e  
nor th  of t h e  highway. 

Q. Do you r e c a l l  ever  hear ing  a b u r s t  of miniguns 
very c l o s e  t o  you o r  making a t i g h t  t u r n ,  t h e  Sharks? 

A. Tha t ' s  why I l e f t .  

Q What d i d  you s e e  when you went over  t h a t  a rea?  

A. I can only remember t h a t  I saw t h e  people e x i t i n g  
t h e  v i l l a g e .  Af te r  t h e  gunrun, I broke and went south.  I 
d i d n ' t  go back t o  t h e  a r e a ,  and I d i d n ' t  s e e  anything a f t e r  
I l e f t  t h e  a rea .  I know when I came back t o  t h e  a r e a  t h a t  
t h e r e  were, I ' d  guess ,  25 people l y i n g  i n  t h e  open between. 
My Lai  ( 4 )  and t h e  small  group of hootches j u s t  t o  t h e  south.  

Q. How about along t h e  edge of 521? Do you r e c a l l  
s ee ing  bodies on t h e  road? 

A. Y e s ,  i n  t h e  a rea  j u s t  along a path t h a t  l eads  from 
My Lai  ( 4 )  down t o  t h e  road,  a long here  and along t h i s  s t r e t c h  
of highway (marking on Exh ib i t  P-1, which is  l a t e r  admitted 
wi th  annota t ions  a s  Exh ib i t  P-178). 

Q. The l a s t  mark you made along Highway 521, about 
how many bodies d i d  you see?  
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A. E n t i r e l y  a rough guess ,  I ' d  say 20 t o  25. 

Q- How do you t h i n k  they  were k i l l e d ,  M r .  BAKER? 

A. I t h i n k  t h a t  it was miniguns. 

Q- You t h i n k  t h e  Sharks g o t  them? 

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q e  
  
 Could you j u s t  t e l l  u s  why you t h i n k  t h e  Sharks 
g o t  them? 

A. Gun p a t t e r n  i n t o  h e r e  and ou t .  We were working 
t h i s  a r e a ;  they  overlapped; I know they  were shoot ing  
i n  t h a t  a r e a .  I know t h a t  when I had gone over t h e  a rea  be­
f o r e ,  they  were a l i v e  and t ak ing  o f f  o u t  of t h e  v i l l a g e .  When 
I came back a f t e r  t h e  gunruns, I saw some ground t r o o p s ,  I ' d  
guess maybe seven ground t r o o p s ,  j u s t  s t a r t i n g  t o  work south 
of t h e  v i l l a g e ' a n d  they h a d n ' t  made it t h i s  Car south .  

Q - Your r a d i o  t ransmiss ions  g e t  t o  be very important ,  
who you ' r e  t a l k i n g  t o  and what you hea r .  Are you s u r e  you 
w e r e  t a l k i n g  back t o  your company on t h e  UHF? 

A. No, no, it wasn ' t  t h e  company. I t  was on--our com­
pany UHF. This  was j u s t  w i t h i n  t h e  b i r d s  themselves;  j u s t  
wi th in  t h e  a i r c r a f t .  Our van back a t  D o t t i e  d i d  no t  have 
UHF c a p a b i l i t i e s .  

Q. A l l  r i g h t .  On your FM now, you d i d n ' t  have U H F  
c a p a b i l i t y  back i n  t h e  van, s o  do you r e c a l l  having your Fox- 
Mike on your company "push"? 

A. I t h i n k  I might have gone t o  t h a t  frequency oc- 
c a s i o n a l l y  t o  t e l l  them what was going on o r  when t o  send t h e  
o t h e r  gun ou t .  I t h i n k  t h e  primary and t h e  one I s tayed on 
was t h e  command n e t  f o r  t h e  Char l ie -Char l ie .  

Q. The Task Force Barker command n e t ,  t hen ,  was what 
your t h e  F M  was p r i m a r i l y  on. Okay. 

A. Right.  

Q. Thank you very much. 

I0 : Do you know whose Char l ie -Char l ie  s h i p  s e t  down t o  pick 
up t h e  i n d i v i d u a l s  who had been separa ted  from t h e  people mov- 

(BAKER) 1 3  APP T-175 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 
 


i n g  t o  t h e  southwest? 

A. No, I would j u s t  surmise immediately t h a t  it w a s  
one of t h e  174th b i r d s  because they  furn ished  Char l ie -Char l ie  
most of t h e  t i m e .  

Q - I ' m  n o t  r e f e r r i n g  t o  what u n i t  it belonged t o ,  
b u t  who was t h e  commander i n  t h e  C&C sh ip?  

A. No, s i r ,  I never m e t  him. I knew h e  w a s  probably 
a l i e u t e n a n t  co lone l  running h i s  b a t t a l i o n .  

Q. A l l  r i g h t .  Along about 0830 o r  the reabou t s ,  you
departed from t h e  scene,  and obviously somebody, another  p a i r  
of guns, r e l i e v e d  you on s t a t i o n .  

A. W e l l ,  no, sir.  This  w a s  when we had t h r e e  gun- 
s h i p s .  I went back, r e f u e l e d ,  rearmed, came back ou t .  A s  
one sh ip ,  I went back. 

Q. Y e s .  

A. I came back o u t  and r e l i e v e d  another  s h i p .  So 
we r a n  one s h i p  back t o  t h e  LZ cons tan t ly .  W e  kep t  switching 
them o f f  . 
Q. I see .  Well, t h a t ' s  a d i f f e r e n t  s t o r y  than  I ' d  
heard.  I always thought  you had f o u r  guns down t h e r e  t h a t  
day. 

A. No. This i s  what I had assumed. A f t e r  th ink ing  
about it, and a f t e r  t a l k i n g  t o  Major APICI--he t a l k e d  t o  m e  
about t h e  i n c i d e n t .  I had thought  t h a t  we had f o u r  guns, b u t  
he,  on checking wi th  t h e  r ecords ,  had s a i d ,  "Well, your re­
cords show t h a t  you only  had t h r e e  a i r c r a f t  a v a i l a b l e . "  I 
wasn ' t  p o s i t i v e  e i t h e r  way whether we had f o u r  o r  whether w e  
had t h r e e .  

Q. Y e s .  W e l l ,  I wanted t o  g e t  t h i s  c l a r i f i e d  i n  my
own mind a s  t o  how many guns w e  d i d  have ou t  t h e r e  s o  t h a t  
w e  could g e t  t h e i r  l o c a t i o n .  When d id  you yourse l f  next  
come back on t h e  scene? A t  about what time? 

A. I would guess approximately 1030 t o  1100. 

Q. What is  t h e  f i r s t  t h i n g ,  now, t h a t  you remember see­
ing? Pick up your s t o r y  from when you a r r i v e d  back i n  t h e  My 
Lai  ( 4 )  a rea .  
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A. Okay. I remember t h e  f i r s t  v i v i d l y  because 
it was f i r s t  on s t a t i o n ,  we ran  t h e  l i f t s  i n  t h e  morning. 
Af te r  t h a t ,  we came ou t  and it was f a i r l y  r o u t i n e .  The only 
t h i n g  I remember is bodies  i n  t h e  same two a r e a s .  I looked 
them over  aga in ,  j u s t  s o ~ t hof t h e  v i l l a g e ,  a long here  and 
t h i s  a r e a  he re .  A t  t h a t  t ime,  I pu l l ed  up high and s tayed 
h igh  because t h e r e  was no f i r i n g  going on and I was merely 
a communications l i n k  more than a member of t h e  recon team, 
because they  opera ted  a LOH and t h e  low gun operated i n  t h e  
a r e a .  I s t ayed  h igh ,  could s t i l l  cover them, b u t  was o u t  of 
t h e i r  way. I was n o t  r e a l l y  necessary,  except we needed 
commo wi th  t h e  C&C. A t  low l e v e l  we could g e t  hold of our  
company, Fox-Mike, back i n t o  LZ Dot t i e .  

Q. During t h a t  time you were out  t h e r e ,  d i d  you s e e  
an H - 2 3  l and  anyplace? 

A. I c a n ' t  remember. A t  t h a t  t ime, I was t a l k i n g  
only  wi th  t h e  low gunship. H e  wouldn ' t  c a l l  me un less  he 
was t ak ing  f i r e  and they needed something. 

Q. That LOH o r  t h e  gunship could not  land without  
your approval ,  could they? 

A. They could land.  The LOH could land a s  long a s  
t h e  low gun could,  and s a i d  h e  could ,  cover.  

Q Yes, b u t  they probably wouldn't  do t h a t  unless  
you gave them t h e  approval ,  would they? 

A .  Yes, s ir .  I t o l d  them t h a t  I w a s  j u s t  going t o  
p u l l  high and they  could c a l l  me i f  they needed anything.  
We had o f t e n  operated with one gunship and one LOH. A t  
those  t imes we had a s l i c k  up h igh ,  and a l l  he d i d  was r e l a y  
back and f o r t h .  The only reason they chose a gun t h i s  t ime 
was because they  weren ' t  abso lu te ly  s u r e  t h a t  t h e r e  weren ' t  
going t o  be any problems wi th  f i r e  i n  t h e  l o c a l  a r e a .  

Q. Suppose now t h a t  t h e  gunship lands.  What hap­
pens then? 

A. He'd have t o  c a l l  me. Major A P I C I  said--and I 
had t a l k e d  t o  M r .  M I L L I A N S  e a r l i e r  about h i s  landing.  I 
c o u l d n ' t  have been on t h e  scene a t  t h a t  time. I would have 
remembered it, s o  no gunship landed while  I was i n  command 
dur ing  t h a t  hour t o  hour and a h a l f .  
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Q. Y e s .  Do you r e c a l l  e s c o r t i n g  t h e  LOH o r  t h e  H-23  
from t h e  a r e a  of  My L a i  t o  Quang Ngai? 

A. Again, I t a lked  t o  M r .  THOMPSON whi le  I w a s  s t i l l  
i n  about t h i s .  I have no idea  i f  I d i d  o r  I d i d n ' t .  A t  t h a t  
t i m e ,  I ' d  been f l y i n g ,  t h e  f i r s t  t i m e ,  con t inua l ly .  I w a s  
c o n t r o l ,  and I d o n ' t  know who my c o p i l o t  w a s .  Normally a f t e r  
t h e  f i r s t  t r i p ,  if every th ing ' s  c a l m ,  I l e t  t h e  o t h e r  man 
have it i f  w e  had an excess  number of aircraft  commanders. 
I f  he  i s  a l s o  an aircraft  commander, I ' d  l e t  him go ahead 
and t a l k  t o  t h e  people and f l y  t h e  a i r c r a f t .  I f  w e ' r e  n o t  
f i g h t i n g  and j u s t  deadheading it over  t h e r e ,  t h e r e ' s  no job. 

Q. Now, you i n d i c a t e d  a few minutes ago t h a t  you heard  
people on t h e  ground ca l l  f o r  a d u s t o f f .  

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q. To t h e  best of our  knowledge, t h e  only  d u s t o f f  
t h a t  Char l i e  Company had t h a t  morning, i n  f a c t ,  w a s  n o t  a 
d u s t o f f ,  b u t  it w a s  an a i r c r a f t  performing a d u s t o f f  funct ion .  

A. Right.  Well, t h e  mission w a s  a d u s t o f f  mission. 
T h a t ' s  what I w a s  r e f e r r i n g  t o .  

Q. W e l l ,  do you remember whether t h i s  was a t  t h e  
la t ter  p a r t  of t h e  t i m e  on s t a t i o n  o r  a t  the e a r l y  p a r t ?  

A. I ' m  no t  s u r e .  I c a n ' t  say yea o r  nay. I know 
t h a t  it w a s  a mine o r  booby t r a p  of some kind t h a t  a man 
had go t t en .  I th ink  it was h i s  l e g  o r  both l e g s .  I moni­
t o r e d  t h e  t ransmiss ion ,  and they  s a i d  they had another  b i r d  
coming ou t .  I was going t o  go ahead and c a l l  one of  our  
s l i c k s  from LZ D o t t i e ,  b u t  they s a i d  they had one coming 
ou t .  

Q W e l l ,  t h a t  s h i p  t h a t  came i n  landed t h e r e  f o r  
t h e  pickup roughly a t  1020 i n  t h e  morning. Now, does t h i s  
s t a r t  p u t t i n g  your memory back toge the r?  

A .  Y e s ,  it must have been j u s t  a s  I came on s t a t i o n .  
I ' d  come on s t a t i o n  over  h igh ,  I heard t h e  t ransmiss ion  and 
I was ready t o  c a l l  back. This  would p u t  it about r i g h t  f o r  
our  r o t a t i o n  of gunships f o r  f u e l  and everyth ing  from 0630 
t o  0800 and back o u t  a t  1000. 

Q. I t  would seem t o  me, however, t h a t  i f  you w e r e  
f l y i n g ,  even i f  you w e r e  f l y i n g  a C&C and you were f l y i n g  
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what you c a l l  h igh ,  you wouldn ' t  have been f l y i n g  up t h e r e  a t  
2,000 f e e t  o r  so.  You'd have been s t i l l  comparatively low. 
You'd have been w e l l  aware of t h e  f a c t  t h a t  M r .  THOMPSON f l y ­
ing i n  t h e  H-23 would be landing.  You l ikewise  should be w e l l  
aware i f  a gunship were landing anyplace. 

A. Right .  

Q So it would appear t o  me t h a t  you were n o t  on t h e  
scene dur ing  t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  t ime. 

A .  I was not .  I c o u l d n ' t  have been. I would remem­
b e r  it i f  a gunship landed, because r i g h t  away t h a t  takes  m e  
down t o  300 f e e t  it takes  t o  cover him, s o  I c o u l d n ' t  have 
been on s t a t i o n  a t  t h a t  time. 

Q. Do you remember opera t ing ,  i n  t h e  a f t e rnoon ,  e a s t  
of My La i  ( 4 )  and t h e  H-23 h i t t i n g  some brush and having t o  
s e t  down? 

A. I d o n ' t  remember it. M r .  THOMPSON flew low l e v e l  
on h i s  mission.  He, once i n  a  whi l e ,  d i d  h i t  t r e e s .  I t  might 
have been another  p i l o t .  I know we d i d  make recons dur ing  
t h a t  week o r  so  w i t h i n  My L a i ,  around t h a t  a r e a .  I t  might 
have been t h e  same day and t h a t  a f te rnoon.  I c a n ' t  say f o r  
s u r e .  I know w e  r a n  up and down t h e  beaches from r i g h t  about 
i n  h e r e  ( i n d i c a t i n g  on Exh ib i t  MAP-5) and went up p a s t  Pink­
v i l l e  up through t h i s  a rea  i n  here .  

Q. L e t  t h e  record i n d i c a t e  t h a t  h e ' s  i n  t h e  a rea  of 
Ky Xuyen and a l s o  An Ky. 

A. I could have poss ib ly  gone over  and covered t h i s  
whole p o i n t .  

Q - A t  any t ime i n  t h e  morning, d i d  you hear  any r a d i o  
t r a f f i c  e i t h e r  from t h e  air-to-ground o r  ground-to-ground 
i n d i c a t i n g  t o  s t o p  t h e  k i l l i n g  and t o  s t o p  t h e  burning? 

A.  I d o n ' t  remember any. 

Q. I know I ' m  t ak ing  you back almost 2 yea r s  now, 
M r .  BAKER. These th ings  a r e  h igh ly  important .  I hope we can 
r e f r e s h  your memory, and a t  t h e  same time n o t  p u t  thoughts  i n  
your mind. Can you th ink  of anything t h a t  was s a i d  over t h e  
r a d i o  t h a t  w i l l  have a bear ing  on what ' s  going on on t h e  ground 
o r  what ' s  going on i n  t h e  a i r ?  
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A .  No, sir.  The only th ings  I g e t  o u t  of it i s  t h a t  
l a t e r  I t a l k e d  t o  M r .  THOMPSON and M r .  MILLIANS and both  of 
them s a i d  t h a t  they had seen--they were k i l l i n g  of  a l o t  of 
people. They d i d n ' t  l i k e  it a t  a l l .  This i s  when w e  were 
back a t  Chu Lai .  So as f a r  as what I heard,  I c a n ' t  remember. 

Q Can you i n d i c a t e  any o t h e r  p l a c e  t h a t  you saw 
bodies? Did you s e e  any bodies  i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  i t s e l f ,  o r  
i n  t h e  hamlet? 

A .  No, sir.  The only a r e a s  where I do remember and 
v i v i d l y  remember bodies  were i n  t h i s  a rea .  

Q - Y e s ,  and a l s o  i n  those  a r e a s ,  about how many 
bodies  would you t h i n k  you saw? 

A. F i f t y  t o  f i f t y - f i v e .  

Q. Do you have any ques t ions ,  M r .  MACCRATE, up t o  
such t i m e  a s  they went back t o  LZ Dot t ie?  

MR MACCRATE: J u s t  one l i t t l e  p o i n t ,  M r .  BAKER. Did you 
a c t u a l l y  observe t h e  dus to f f  when it w a s  made? 

A.  I ' m  p r e t t y  s u r e  t h a t  I d i d  s e e  it. I L o w  it 
wasn ' t  a dus to f f  sh ip .  

Q. Do you r e c a l l  t h e  approximate l o c a t i o n ?  

A. I th ink  it was r i g h t  i n  here ,  j u s t  t o  t h e  west of 
t h e  v i l l a g e ,  and t h i n g s  change a l o t .  I know it was t o  t h e  
west of a t r e e  l i n e  and t h a t  he went i n  c l o s e  t o  t h e  t r e e  
l i n e .  They brought him o u t  of t h e  " v i l l e " .  Now, it could 
have been t h a t  t h i s  vf l l a g e  w a s  b u i l t  up a t  t h a t  t i m e  and 
they  were b r ing ing  him o u t  a t  t h i s  po in t .  I ' m  n o t  p o s i t i v e  
it was My La i  ( 4 )  o r  anything. I know he came i n  c l o s e  t o  
t h e  v i l l a g e ,  g o t  t h e  people,  picked it up. We had watched 
him and s i n c e  t h e r e  w a s  no ground f i r e ,  we weren ' t  r e a l l y  
r i g h t  on him, b u t  should he have c a l l e d ,  we were c l o s e  
enough t h a t  w e  could have fu rn i shed  some f i r e  f o r  him. 

10: You know i t ' s  r e a l l y  unique t h a t  you picked o u t  
t h a t  a s  t h e  s p o t  t h a t  it may have been. The b e s t  i n f o r ­
mation we can p u t  t o g e t h e r  i s  t h a t  t h e  a i r c r a f t  came i n  
genera l ly  t o  t h e  south  of t h e  v i l l a g e  i n  t h i s  a r e a ,  c lose  
t o  a t r e e  l i n e ,  which i n  a way f i t s  your d i scuss ion .  B u t  
when you s t a r t  t a l k i n g  about t h i s  a rea  over he re ,  t h a t  it may 
have happened over he re ,  t h i s  i s  one of t h e  a r e a s  t h a t  t h e  
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H - 2 3  was purported t o  have gone i n t o .  

A. I know while I w a s  i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y ,  he d i d  work 
t h i s  a rea .  Now, I c a n ' t  be s u r e  whether I d i d  g ive  him per ­
mission o r  n o t  t o  set down. I c a n ' t  say f o r  s u r e .  I know 
he d id  work t h e  a rea .  He may have come back l a t e r  with 
another  team, reworked it, and found t h e  people.  When I 
l a t e r  t a l k e d  t o  him, he s a i d  t h a t  t h e r e  were people i n  a 
bunker t h a t  he wanted t o  g e t  o u t .  I t h i n k  t h i s  i s  t h e  
same time t h a t  M r .  MILLIANS s a i d  t h a t  he had s e t  down. 

Q e  Now, M r .  BAKER, were you p r e s e n t  when M r .  THOMPSON 
re tu rned  t o  LZ Dot t ie?  

A. I d o n ' t  know i f  I was p r e s e n t  a t  t h e  exac t  time 
t h a t  he landed. I do remember M r .  THOMPSON was q u i t e  e x c i t e d  
about t h e  k i l l i n g s  t h a t  were going on, t h a t  he s a i d  he saw. 

Q. Did you t a l k  t o  him a t  t h a t  time? When you came 
i n  o r  when he came i n ?  

A.  I might have t a l k e d  t o  h i m  j u s t  l i g h t l y ,  j u s t  a s  
group l i s t e n i n g  i n .  I d o n ' t  know i f  I t a l k e d  t o  him. I 
know l a t e r  dur ing  t h e  day we were back a t  Chu L a i ,  and he 
was s t i l l  exc i t ed  about t h i s .  I t h i n k  it was a t  t h a t  time 
he  went down to--he s a i d  he w a s  going down t o  t a l k  t o  some­
body a t  headquar ters  and s e e  what they  could do about it. 
A l l  I remember was he was mad and, can we go o f f  t h e  record 
f o r  a second? 

Q I ' d  p r e f e r  not  t o ,  very f r a n k l y ,  because we're  
t r y i n g  t o  g e t  a t  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  th ing .  

A. Okay, M r .  THOMPSON s a i d  t h a t  he had s e t  down be­
tween t h e  bunker and t h e  i n f a n t r y ,  and t h a t  t h e  i n f a n t r y  had 
s a i d  t h a t  they  were going t o  go ahead and k i l l  t h e s e  people.  
A t  t h a t  t ime M r .  THOMPSON, t h i s  i s  h i s  b i g g e s t  p o i n t ,  he 
d i d n ' t  want t h e  i n f a n t r y  t o  go i n  and k i l l  t h e s e  people i n  
t h i s  bunker. Now, I d o n ' t  know i f  he  had seen them k i l l  peo­
p l e  e a r l i e r  o r  n o t ,  b u t  he s a i d  t h a t  t h e  people were going 
t o  go i n .  The i n f a n t r y ,  e i t h e r  a s e r g e a n t  o r  maybe a 
l i e u t e n a n t ,  I d o n ' t  know who, s a i d  t h e  only way they  were 
gonna g e t  t h e  people o u t  of t h a t  bunker was t o  g e t  them o u t  
wi th  a grenade. That was h i s  b i g  t h i n g ,  and I t h i n k  t h a t ' s  
when Danny (MILLIANS) came i n  and g o t  t h e  people o u t .  

Q You d o n ' t  r e c a l l  you having been on t h e  scene a t  
t h a t  time? 
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A. I wasn ' t  on t h e  scene dur ing  t h a t  t i m e ,  no. 

Q .  Do you recall t a l k i n g  t o  THOMPSON and MILLIANS 
and any of  the o t h e r  p i l o t s  t h a t  w e r e  t h e r e  a t  t h a t  t i m e  
back a t  Dot t i e?  

A. Y e s ,  I t a l k e d  wi th  them. 

Q - - Now, d i d  you go wi th  Warrant O f f i c e r  THOMPSON t o  
t a l k  wi th  Major WATKE? 

A. NO, I d i d n ' t .  I d o n ' t  know--they say  Major WATKE 
was t h e r e  t h a t  day. I ' m  no t  even s u r e  he w a s  a t  t h e  LZ t h a t  
day. But I never  went up pe r sona l ly  t o  i n q u i r e  anything about  
t h e  i n c i d e n t  wi th  THOMPSON. The only  t h i n g  I ' d  seen  w a s  
bodies  on t h e  road,  and t h a t  e x c i t e d  me some. But w e  w e r e  
p u t t i n g  i n  a l i f t  and maybe t h e  Sharks had t aken  f i r e  o r  some­
t h i n g  o u t  of t h a t  area; maybe they  had had a wi ld  gun o r  some­
t h ing .  I w a s  n o t  t h a t  e x c i t e d  about t h e  k i l l i n g  of  those  
c i v i l i a n s .  

Q. But you d o n ' t  recall l eav ing  t h e  LZ a r e a  wi th  
THOMPSON o r  anybody else t o  go up t o  t h e  van and t a l k  w i t h  
Major WATKE? 

A. No, I d o n ' t .  

Q - Do you r e c a l l  i f  THOMPSON ever i n d i c a t e d  t o  you 
t h a t  he t a l k e d  t o  him? 

A. Right.  He s a i d  he w a s  going t o  o r  had been. I ' m  
n o t  su re .  H e  s a i d  he was going o r  had been t o  s e e  Major 
WATKE, and t h a t  when we got  back t o  Chu Lai  he w a s  going t o  go 
s e e  somebody t h a t  he could complain t o ,  

Q Did Major WATKE mention anything about  t a l k i n g  t o  
t h e  t a s k  f o r c e  commander, Colonel BARKER? 

A .  NO, no t  t o  me. I never heard him say anything. 

MR MACCRATE: Did you ever  hea r  anything s a i d  about someone 
t a l k i n g  t o  Colonel HOLLADAY about t h i s ?  

A. Yes, I t h i n k  again it was M r .  THOMPSON who s a i d  
he had gone through t h e  chain of command t o  s e e  what he could 
do about making a complaint about t h e  s t u f f  t h a t  he supposedly 
s a w .  
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Q. Is t h e r e  anything more t h a t  you r e c a l l  about t h e  
conversa t ion  back a t  Chu Lai t h a t  you h a v e n ' t  t o l d  us? You 
ind ica ted  a  c e r t a i n  r e luc tance  when we f i r s t  turned t o  t h i s  
t o  go i n t o  it. Is t h e r e  more t h a t  you r e c a l l  t h a t  h a s n ' t  
come o u t  i n  t h e  ques t ioning  s o  f a r ?  

A. Not about t h e  i n c i d e n t  so  much. I t  was j u s t  about 
what M r .  THOMPSON had s a i d .  Now, M r .  THOMPSON was, I d o n ' t  
know, i n  a rage  o r  something. Maybe he was over ly  c o l o r f u l  
on t h e  i n c i d e n t  of t h e  bunker a f f a i r .  He s a i d  t h a t  he had 
t o l d  h i s  gunners t o  p o i n t  t h e i r  weapons a t  t h e  "grunts ."  

Q. A t  t h e s e  American f o r c e s ?  

A. Excuse me, a t  t h e  i n f a n t r y .  I had some re luc ­
t ance  t o  say t h i s .  They a l s o  t a l k e d  about t h e  cap ta in ,  and 
t h e  only reason I know i t ' s  a c a p t a i n  i s  from t a l k i n g  about 
it. I t  might have been anybody, saw t h e  c a p t a i n  sweeping i n  
t h e  genera l  a r e a  t o  t h e  south and west of t h e  v i l l a g e ,  and one-­
I d i d n ' t  pe r sona l ly  see  a  person s h o t .  I l a t e r  went over 
t h e  a rea  and t h e r e  was a body t h e r e ,  obviously not  a m i l i t a r y -
age male. I d o n ' t  know, a c h i l d ,  a woman, anything l i k e  t h i s .  

I0: Can you i n d i c a t e  about  where t h a t  was? You gave 
t h e  genera l  l o c a l i t y .  Can you p i n  it down a l i t t l e  c l o s e r ?  

A.  I th ink  it was r i g h t  i n  here .  Again, I know it 
w a s  i n  t h i s  a r e a ,  I 'm not-­

Q - ( ~ n t e r p o s i n g )A l l  r i g h t .  

A. It was a wide-open f i e l d ,  t h i s  I remember. 

MR MACCRATE: Were t h e r e  any o t h e r  a s p e c t s  t h a t  come back 
t o  your mind a t  t h i s  time? 

A. No, i t ' s  j u s t  Buck was r a t h e r  zero ing  i n  on t h e  
p o i n t  t h a t  t h e  c a p t a i n  had s h o t  t h i s  g i r l .  I d o n ' t  know how 
much he s a w ,  because it was one of h i s  two b i g  p o i n t s ,  along 
wi th ,  aga in ,  what he s a i d  about t h e  bodies  i n  t h e  d i t c h .  

What about t h e  bodies  i n  t h e  d i t c h ?  

A. H e  landed. H i s  crew ch ie f  o r  gunner had go t t en  o u t  
and gone down i n t o  t h e  d i t c h ,  found q u i t e  a few bodies ,  and 
some were s t i l l  a l i v e .  This i s  again from h i s  s ta tement  t o  me 
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and what w e  t a lked  about l a t e r  t h a t  day. 

10: When you a r r i v e d  back a t  Dot t i e ,  o r  when you g o t  
back t o  your company base  a t  Chu La i ,  how d i d  you r e g i s t e r  
your r e p o r t  of ac t ion?  

A. W e  had a s tandard ,  run-off form, a r e a  you worked 
i n .  

Q. A t  t h a t  t i m e ,  now, I ' m  t a l k i n g  about March of 1968, 
d i d  you have a form t h a t  you f i l l e d  o u t ,  o r  d i d  you r e p o r t  t o  
somebody? 

A .  I ' m  p r e t t y  s u r e  w e  had forms then ,  a t  t h a t  t i m e ,  
number of rounds expended, 2.75, 40rnm, 7.62, approximate 
body count ,  who you were c o n t r o l l e d  by, what f r equenc ies ,  
coordina tes  of f i r e ,  any f i r e  rece ived ,  t h a t  s o r t  of th ing ;  
a s tandard ,  a f t e r  mission r e p o r t .  I d o n ' t  know i f  t h i s  w a s  
f i l e d  t h a t  day f o r  s u r e  by m e  o r  by t h e  o t h e r  team l e a d e r ,  
o r  i f  it was f i l e d  a t  Dot t i e .  I t  was j u s t  a running account 
of how much we had used. I know it would be s tandard .  I f  
I went o u t  on a recon wi th  two guns and a LOH, and w e  went o u t  
t o  an a rea  such-and-such, we covered coordina tes  from here­
to - the re ,  saw t h i s ,  p u t  down on a l i s t  what you'd seen a t  
coordina tes  such-and-such, f i r e d  on t h i s  a r e a ,  rece ived  f i r e  
from approximate coord ina tes ,  approximate c a l i b e r  and 
i n t e n s i t y .  This was t h e  form t h a t  we used, s tandard .  Now, a t  
t imes w e  were working o u t  of D o t t i e ,  we had a running r e p o r t  
on an a c e t a t e  shee t .  Each t ime you came i n  you came up wi th  
we expended so  many rounds, we had two k i l l s  he re ,  packs 
and web g e a r ,  t h i s  s o r t  of th ing .  I t h i n k  t h i s  is  what w e  
might have done t h a t  day. I ' m  no; su re .  

Q D o  you know who it was t h a t  kept  t h a t  r e p o r t  t h e r e  
a t  Dot t i e?  

A.  I th ink  it was a cap ta in .  I c a n ' t  remember h i s  name. 
No, s ir ,  I c a n ' t  remember h i s  name. 

Q. W e l l ,  perhaps it w i l l  come t o  mind l a t e r  on he re .  

M r .  WUSH? 

MR WALSH: I wonder i f  you r e c a l l ,  when THOMPSON s a i d  t h a t  h e  
was going t o  t a k e  t h i s  up a t  Chu La i ,  whether he s a i d  t h a t  a f ­
t e r  he had repor ted  t h e  i n c i d e n t  t o  Major WATKE? 

A. He could very poss ib ly  have. 
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Q. What I ' m  g e t t i n g  a t ,  d i d  you mean t o  imply t h a t  
he  had repor ted  it t o  Major WATKE, b u t  he f e l t  t h a t  he would 
have t o  c a r r y  it t o  somebody h igher  up a t  Chu La i  i n  order  
t o  g e t  something done about i t ?  

A. Right ,  t h i s  i s  what I understood M r .  THOMPSON was 
doing. He d i d n ' t  t h ink  anybody had q u i t e  understood what he 'd  
seen and what he was t a l k i n g  about.  I n  t h e  h e a t  of it a l l ,  he 
went on up and t a lked  to--I  know back i n  t h e  company a r e a ,  h e  
took a jeep and went, t e l l i n g  me t h a t  he was going t o  head­
q u a r t e r s  t o  s e e  somebody about making a s ta tement .  

Q - Was t h i s  immediately when you re turned  t o  Chu Lai  on 
t h e  16th? 

A. A s  I remember it, yes.  H e  could 've  wai ted an hour ,  
gone t o  chow. I know t h a t  he  d id .  

Q The same day. What more can you r e c a l l  about t h a t ?  

A. Nothing, r e a l l y .  I t ' s  j u s t  t h a t  I came back from 
t h e  mission,  dropped my gear  o f f  i n  t h e  hootch, s a t  down, 
THOMPSON came i n  and s t a r t e d  t o  t a l k  t o  M r .  BROWN. I d o n ' t  
know i f  it was exac t ly  a t  t h a t  t i m e  o r  l a t e r  t h a t  I knew t h a t  
he  had i n t e n t i o n s  of ca r ry ing  it a s  f a r  a s  he could ti1 he 
g o t  some r e s u l t s .  I d o n ' t  know what r e s u l t s  he wanted o r  
how f a r  he d i d  c a r r y  it. 

Q - Do you remember him g e t t i n g  a jeep and going-­

A. ( In te rpos ing)  I remember he took t h e  jeep,  r i g h t .  
That  was our major t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  t o  chow, and he d i d  t a k e  t h e  
jeep. I d o n ' t  know i f  he was t ak ing  t h e  jeep r i g h t  then,  
j u s t  t o  go over t o  t h e  b a r ,  b u t  guessing from a s  exc i t ed  a s  
he  was, I ' d  say he,  r i g h t  then  and t h e r e ,  took o f f  t o  s e e  
what he could do, s e e  who he could see .  

Q Do you know i f  he  saw anybody? 

A. I d o n ' t  know i f  he saw them t h a t  day. I know 
he even tua l ly  saw somebody, and he d i d  make a  s ta tement .  

Q. How do you know t h a t ?  

A. M r .  THOMPSON t o l d  m e .  

Q. Recently? 
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A. I d o n ' t  know e x a c t l y  when he d i d  say it. I know 
it was whi le  w e  w e r e  s t i l l  i n  Vietnam, and he s a i d  he had gone 
t o  see- - th is  aga in ,  he might have g o t  up t o  t h e  door and chick- 
ened out .  I know he hzd gone t o  s e e  somebody about making 
a s ta tement ,  and I know he had gone above, o r  s a i d  he was go­
i n g  above, our  a v i a t i o n  b a t t a l i o n  l e v e l .  

I0: What w a s  t h e  a t t i t u d e  of  t h e  men i n  t h e  company 
and i n  t h e  b a t t a l i o n  about a l l  t h i s ?  

A. Personal  a t t i t u d e  f i r s t ,  p lease .  I had no f e e l ­
i n g s  about it a t  a l l .  W e  had received f i r e  from t h a t  v i l l a g e  
before.  I s a w  t h e  bodies  and--fortunes of w a r .  Other t h a n  
t h a t  day, maybe t h e  next  day, I heard noth ing  about  it 
t h a t  I can remember, nothing,  you know, b i g  d i s c u s s i o n  o r  any­
th ing .  There might have been some t h a t  I j u s t  tuned o u t  and 
f o r g o t  about because I d i d n ' t  t h i n k  t h a t  it w a s  t h a t  b i g  a 
th ing .  I w a s  a l i t t l e  bothered by t h e  body count ,  b u t  o u r  
body count w a s  s e n t  up by t h e  i n f a n t r y .  They gave us a  body 
count of a hundred i n  t h a t  opera t ion .  I remember a t  t h a t  
t ime th ink ing  about t h e  people I ' d  seen on t h e  road,  and 
j u s t  kind of--well,  t h a t ' s  come and gone. W e  c a n ' t  do any- 
t h i n g  about  it. T h a t ' s  t h e  only a f t e r t h o u g h t  I had of  t h e  
i n c i d e n t .  A s  f a r  as t h e  rest of t h e  people,  I d o n ' t  r e a l l y  
t h i n k  t h e r e  was t h a t  much d i scuss ion  about it. There might 
have been a  person-to-person type  t h i n g ,  b u t  n o t  t h e  e n t i r e  
u n i t  having a f e e l i n g ,  t h a t  I knew o f .  

Q. Did you ever  hea r  t h a t  t h i s  s i t u a t i o n  a t  My L a i  
( 4 )  t h a t  day was going t o  be i n v e s t i g a t e d ?  

A. No. 

Q. Do you remember a s i t u a t i o n  where some people came 
down from d i v i s i o n  headquar ters ,  t h e  S2, t o  b r i e f  t h e  people 
i n  t h e  company o r  i n  t h e  b a t t a l i o n  on p a s t  ope ra t ions?  

A. No, I c a n ' t  remember it. W e  had q u i t e  a few 
b r i e f i n g s ,  and i f  it wasn ' t  something I had r e a l l y  worked on,  
I c a n ' t  remember it. 

Q. NO, t h i s  was n o t  a  b r i e f i n g  t h a t  you would f o r g e t ,  
b u t  a  b r i e f i n g  t h a t  t h e  d i v i s i o n  came down t o  p r e s e n t  t o  mem- 
b e r s  of t h e  company and perhaps t h e  b a t t a l i o n .  

A .  I d o n ' t  remember it. 
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Q .  Y e s .  Were you ever  caut ioned o r  i n  any way o r  
another  t o l d  no t  t o  t a l k  about t h i s ?  That i t ' s  being in ­
v e s t i g a t e d  and you should f o r g e t  about it u n t i l  t h e  i n v e s t i ­
g a t i o n  i s  completed? 

A.  No, I c a n ' t  remember being t o l d  not  t o  t a l k  about 
it. They might have s a i d  something t o  me over  i n  Vietnam 
t h a t  I j u s t  fo rgo t  about. I never had t a l k e d  about  it t o  my 
knowledge. F i r s t  t h i n g  I heard about it i n  t h e  S t a t e s  was 
when I g o t  c a l l e d ,  both  Buck and I g o t  c a l l e d  from, I t h i n k ,  
it was here .  They wanted a  s ta tement  of some kind;  and I 
went up and t a l k e d  t o  M r .  THOMPSON, and he s a i d  t h e  only 
t h i n g  he  could t h i n k  of t h a t  anybody would want t o  i n v e s t i ­
ga ted  would be My Lai .  I d i d  remember it ,  and Buck s a i d  
t h a t  it was My Lai .  T h a t ' s  a l l  I ever  heard about ,  and then  
I went down and made one s ta tement  t o  a c a p t a i n  a t  F o r t  
Rucker. T h a t ' s  it. 

MR MACCRATE: Did M r .  THOMPSON say anyt3ing about t a l k i n g  
t o  Chaplain CRESWELL? 

A .  No, he d i d n ' t .  Not t h a t  I can remember. 

10: w e l l ,  M r .  BAKER, we ' r e  very pleased t h a t  you came 
i n  and gave your testimony t h i s  morning. We've perhaps added 
t o  your s t o r e  of information.  I f  any of t h i s  w i l l ,  o r  ever  
does,  c a l l  t o  your mind a d d i t i o n a l  information which you re ­
c a l l  about t h i s  opera t ion ,  e i t h e r  t h e  opera t ion  i t s e l f  
o r  t h e  r e p o r t i n g  of t h e  opera t ion  o r  an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  of i t ,  
we'd l i k e  very much t o  have t h i s .  We ask t h a t  you g e t  i n  
touch wi th  t h i s  o f f i c e  s o  t h a t  we may t ake  advantage of 
your testimony. I n  a d d i t i o n ,  i f  you have any documents of 
any form o r  know where t h e r e  a r e  any l e t t e r s ,  memoranda, maps, 
photos,  o r  anything which t o  your judgement would a s s i s t  us ,  
w e  would very much apprec ia te  having it. 

A. Everything I brought back from Vietnam persona l ly  
was s t o l e n ,  except  a shaving k i t .  I ' v e  been t h i n k i n g  about 
it s i n c e  t h e  major c a l l e d ,  and I ' v e  looked through what I 
have i n  the  way of p a s t  documents, p i c t u r e s ,  and t h i s  s o r t  
of t h i n g ,  and I have nothing i n  t h e r e  t h a t  even r e l a t e s  i n  
any way. 

Q Fine.  I ' l l  g ive  you t h i s  oppor tun i ty ,  M r .  BAKER, 
t o  ask any ques t ions ,  o r ,  i f  you would l i k e ,  t o  t o  make a  
s ta tement  f o r  t h e  record .  
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A. Well, no ques t ions ,  r e a l l y .  I ' m  s o r r y  I c a n ' t  
remember t h e  t i m e  frame and more s p e c i f i c s .  I t h i n k  t h a t  
t h e  people k i l l e d  d i r e c t l y  south of t h e  v i l l a g e  and along 
t h i s  road, t o  me, it was done by gunships. I know it wasn ' t  
i n  my team a t  t h a t  t i m e ,  because they  were l a i d  o u t  i n  t h e  
same way they  were walking. I n s t a n t  s u r p r i s e  and t h a t  s o r t  
of th ing .  This  is  what e x c i t e d  me about t h e  charging of 
Lieutenant  CALLEY a t  t h e  t ime, because I d o n ' t  know i f  i t ' s  
inc luding  o r  excluding those  bodies .  I f  i t s  inc lud ing ,  I 
do b e l i e v e  t h a t  h e ' s  being charged wi th  a few t o o  many. 
T h a t ' s  about it. 

10: A l l  r i g h t .  The hea r ing  w i l l  r e c e s s  a t  t h i s  t ime. 

(The hear ing  recessed  a t  1207 hours ,  17 January 
1970 .) 

(The hea r ing  reconvened a t  1415 Hours, 17 January 
1970 .) 

LTC PATTERSON: The hear ing  w i l l  come t o  o rde r .  

RCDR : The fol lowing persons a r e  present :  LTC PATTERSON 
and MR BAKER. 

M r .  BAKER, you a r e  advised you remain under oa th .  

LTC PATTERSON: M r .  BAKER, t h e  continuance of this s e s s i o n  
i s  t o  hopeful ly  g e t  you t o  mark t h i s  a e r i a l  photograph 
(Exhibi t  P-1, which is l a t e r  received i n  evidence wi th  anno­
t a t i o n s  a s  Exh ib i t  P-178). I would l i k e  t o  have you s i g n  it 
up h e r e ,  and I w i l l  e n t e r  it i n t o  t h e  record  a s  an e x h i b i t  
which w i l l  become a permanent p a r t  of i n q u i r y  records .  

(Witness s i g n s  a s  requested.)  

A s  I understand it, you were a gunship team lead ­
e r  i n  t h e  aero-scout  company, B Company, 123d? 

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q You a l s o  ind ica ted  i n  your testimony t h a t  you 
flew high gun on t h e  f i r s t  i n s e r t i o n ?  

A. On t h e  i n i t i a l  i n s e r t i o n .  
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Q. Did they  ask you a s  t o  why you ' re  s u r e  of t h a t ?  

A: NO, they d i d n ' t .  I was l i s t e n i n g  t o  a recording ,  
and I knew I was i n  charge t h a t  day. (Recording i s  t h e  same 
t a p e  t r a n s c r i b e d  a s  p a r t  of Exh ib i t  M-20.) 

Q- Where d i d  you l i s t e n  t o  t h e  recording? 

A. The recording  was brought up by t h e  cap ta in  who 
i n i t i a l l y  was doing t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  down a t  F o r t  Rucker. 
H e  came down and wanted a s ta tement  from m e .  He was from 
F o r t  Benning. 

Q. Did you make a sworn s ta tement  t o  him? 

A .  I made a s tatement  t o  him. He was supposedly 
running t h e  prosecut ion  a t  t h a t  t ime. 

Q. Did .you t e l l  them t h i s  ups ta i r s . ?  

A. I s a i d  I made a s ta tement .  They d i d n ' t  ask me 
t h a t  much more about it. I s a i d  I had made a s ta tement  while  
a t  F o r t  Rucker, t o  t h e  Army. 

Q Is h i s  name Captain DANIEL? 

A. I c o u l d n ' t  be su re .  M r .  THOMPSON d i d  t h e  same 
th ing .  

Q So you heard t h i s  tape?  

A. Right.  

Q And you i d e n t i f i e d  yourse l f  from t h a t  tape?  What 
w a s  your c a l l  s ign?  

A. Warlord Alpha Lead. 
 

Q I t  wasn ' t  Major WATKE? 
 

A. No, it wasn ' t  Major WATKE. That w a s  me. Major 
WATKE very seldom flew. He flew command once i n  a g r e a t  
whi le ,  b u t  i f  he  were f l y i n g  with me, he 'd  f l y  a s  c o p i l o t .  
H e  d i d n ' t  have very much experience.  

Q- Did they ask who you were f l y i n g  with? 
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A. Y e s ,  and I c a n ' t  remember. 

Q. You were f l y i n g  high gun? 

A.  Y e s ,  sir. 

Q. Do you know who was f l y i n g  low gun? 

A. No, sir. 
  

Q Could Major WATKE have been low gun? 
 

A. He could have been t h e  low gun. H e  most l i k e l y  
would have been t h e  c o p i l o t  r a t h e r  than  t h e  a i r c r a f t  com­
mander. 

Q. Then t h e  a c t u a l  command and c o n t r o l  o f  t h e  aero-
scout  was by-­

A. ( In te rpos ing)  M e .  

Q. You and n o t  Major WATKE? 

A. Correct .  I t o l d  him where t o  shoot .  W e  s h o t  
t h e r e ,  and -1t o l d  M r .  THOMPSON where t o  go and I would keep 
con tac t  wi th  t h e  CbC overhead. 

Q. Did you ever  use  any o t h e r  c a l l  s i g n  .besides 
Alpha Lead? 

A .  No, I w a s  Warlord Alpha Lead. 

Q Who was Warlord Alpha 3? 

A .  Three was t h e  t h i r d  gunship t o  come o u t .  

Q. The t h i r d  gunship t o  come ou t?  

A. We had t h r e e  guns, and we had t o  switch them o f f  
and-­

Q - ( In te rpos ing)  Off and on s t a t i o n ?  

A.  Y e s .  

(BAKER) 28 APP T-175 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 
 



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 
 


Q. There were only t h r e e  and n o t  four?  

A. There could have been four .  This  i s  when Major 
APICI c a l l e d  m e  o r i g i n a l l y .  I had thought we had f o u r  guns, 
b u t  it was q u i t e  poss ib le  we r a n  on t h r e e .  

0- B u t  you a r e n ' t  s u r e  whether it was t h r e e  o r  four?  

A.  I c a n ' t  be su re .  I d o n ' t  want t o  goof your system 
up here.  I know t h a t  t h e  f i r s t  t ime o u t ,  myself ,  another  
guy, and THOMPSON went o u t  on s t a t i o n .  I was high sh ip ,  i n  
l e a d ,  i n  command. 

Q. You know it was THOMPSON? 

A. Yes, he was bugged. He was t h e  only one we had 
going up t h a t  day, 

Q - How do you r e c a l l  t h a t  so  v iv id ly?  Because of 
subsequent i n c i d e n t s ?  

A. The way he f l i e s ,  it j u s t  had t o  be him; it was. 

Q. Did they ask you about - -ups ta i rs ,  d i d  they  ask  you 
about t h e  af te rnoon work? 

A. J u s t  where I had gone and what a r e a  w e  worked i n .  

Q. Who was f l y i n g  Skeeter  i n  t h e  af ternoon? 

A .  I ' m  n o t  su re .  I t  could have been another  warrant  
t h a t  we had f l y i n g  a t  t h a t  t ime, t h a t  r a n  t h e  recon over by 
t h e  P i n k v i l l e .  

Q *  KELLENBENZ ? 

A. KELLENBENZ, yeah, Wi l l i e .  

Q - Could it have been LLOYD? 

A. I d o n ' t  know. I th ink  LLOYD had been--I thought 
he 'd  been s h o t  up. He was s t i l l  going? 

Q. Y e s .  

A. I t  could have been e i t h e r  KELLENBENZ o r  LLOYD. 
I ' m  no t  s u r e  a t  t h a t  t ime. 
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Q - A r e  you s u r e  it wasn ' t  THOMPSON? 

A. No. 

Q - I t  could have been THOMPSON? 

A. I would guess it w a s  n o t  THOMPSON, because he f lew 
i n  t h e  morning. W e  f lew companions f o r  a good pe r iod  of 
t i m e ,  and normally t h e  s l i c k s  would b r i n g  down another  p i l o t .  

Q. Did they  ask you who might have been f l y i n g  wi th  
you? 

A. Y e s ,  they  d i d ,  and I-­

Q. ( In te rpos ing)  It  could have been LIVINGSTON, f o r  
ins t ance?  

A. It could have been Lieutenant  LIVINGSTON. 

Q. Were you on s t a t i o n  f o r  t h e  i n i t i a l  i n s e r t i o n ?  

A. Right ,  w e  a r r i v e d  j u s t  a s  t h e  a r t i l l e r y  prep 
f i n i s h e d  up, and w e  were holding o f f  t o  t h e  east a rea .  
What'd I do, f o u l  up t h e  whole th ing?  

Q No, sir, I am g e t t i n g  a map (Exh ib i t  MAP-5) , 1: 
50,000. I assume t h i s  i s  t h e  type of map you were using? 

A.  Y e s ,  sir. 

Q. W a s  it a pictomap? 

A. No, t h i s  i s  t h e  only map I ever  looked a t .  

Q. L e t  t h e  record  r e f l e c t  he i s  po in t ing  t o  Exh ib i t  
MAP-5. P a r t  of what I am a t tempt ing  t o  do here  i s  t o  f i x  
and t o  determine who was i n  f a c t  t h e r e  and how many gunships 
were i n  f a c t  involved from t h e  aero-scouts on t h i s  day. I ' m  
going t o  ask you about some ins tances .  I know t h a t  you have 
t e s t i f i e d  you have seen some, and I know which they  a r e ,  b u t  
I would l i k e  f o r  you t o  r e i t e r a t e  them, and I ' m  going t o  
throw i n  a couple more th ings .  I would l i k e  you t o  he lp  m e  
t o  t r y  t o  f i x  i f  you saw o r  heard t h e s e  t h i n g s  while  i n  t h e  
a i r .  

A. Okay. 
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Q. This  way, knowing t h e  phys ica l  l i m i t a t i o n s  of 
h e l i c o p t e r s ,  B-Model, f u e l  range, and so  f o r t h ,  and t h e  
t iming of var ious  and sundry i n c i d e n t s ,  I can p r e t t y  well-- 

A. ( In te rpos ing)  Get programmed. 

Q- You were i n  t h e  a i r  a t  t h e  beginning, f o r  t h e  
i n i t i a l  touchdown and d i d  i n  f a c t  s e e  t h e  a r t i l l e r y  pre- 
pa ra t ion?  

A. Right .  

Q - Are you convinced t h a t  t h i s  is  t h e  LZ t o  t h e  
l e f t  of My La i  ( i n d i c a t i n g  on t h e  a e r i a l  photo, l a t e r  Exh ib i t  
P-178) ? /C 

A. Y e s .  

Q. Did you s e e  any o t h e r  a r t i l l e r y  p o s i t i o n s  s i n c e  
t h e  landings t h a t  morning? 

A. I remember t h e  i n s e r t  a t  t h i s  a r e a  j u s t  t o  t h e  
l e f t  ( p o i n t i n g ) .  W e  were coming o u t ,  and I t h i n k  t h e r e  had 
been a l i f t  over t h e  v i l l a g e  t o  t h e  nor th .  I remember see­
i ng  one come o u t  j u s t  a s  we were coming up t o  t h e  a r e a .  
Then I came i n  and saw t h e  touchdown and followed t h e  touch- 
down t h i s  way (po in t ing) . 
Q. M r .  BAKER, it i s  an e s t a b l i s h e d  f a c t  t h a t  during 
t h i s  opera t ion  on 16 March, t h e r e  were four  s e p a r a t e  in-  
s e r t i o n s  of ground elements by a i r c r a f t  from t h e  174th Avi- 
a t i o n  Company p l u s  augmentation. There were two s e p a r a t e  
LZ's. I n  o t h e r  words, t h e r e  were, i n  f a c t ,  two l i f t s  i n t o  
each of two LZ I s .  

A.  Okay. 

Q. The two L Z ' s  were separa ted  by a cons iderable  
d i s t a n c e ,  2 o r  3 ki lometers .  To h e l p  me f i x  you a t  
t h i s  p o i n t  i n  t ime,  t h e  f i r s t  LZ,  t h e  f i r s t  l i f t ,  touched 
down a t  0730 i n  t h e  morning. The second l i f t  t o  t h e  f i r s t  
LZ touched down a t  0750. The a r t i l l e r y  prep of second LZ 
began a t  0815. The touchdown was completed by 0827. Both 
of t h e s e  L Z 1 s  had a r t i l l e r y  preps.  Both were ad jacen t  t o  
v i l l a g e s .  There i s  a d i f f e r e n c e  i n  t h e  two and a s i g n i f i ­
c a n t  d i f f e r e n c e .  One of t h e  L Z 1 s ,  t h e  a r t i l l e r y  d i d  n o t  
g e t  shu t  o f f  i n  t ime,  and t h e  s l i c k s  had t o  make a  go-
around. 
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A. I c a n ' t  remember t h a t ,  and I t h i n k  I should have, 
because I was up t h e r e  commanding. 

Q *  And I ' m  s u r e  you could recognize it i f  n ine  s l i c k s  
were i n  t h e  a i r  i n  t h r e e  vees of t h r e e ,  and supported by 
t h e i r  own organic  gunship team, two Sharks. The a r t i l l e r y  
f a i l e d  t o  c u t  o f f ,  and they  had t o  make a go-around from a 
low f i n a l  and t o  reapproach i n t o  it, You should remember 
it. I t h i n k  you would have i f  you were i n  t h e  a r e a ,  and I 
would agree  wi th  your l a s t  s ta tement .  Do you remember i t ?  

A. No, I d o n ' t  remember. Af te r  I contacted him and 
t o l d  him t h a t  w e  were t h e r e  and asked what he  needed, I 
t o l d  him h i s  guns w e r e  i n  t h e  a r e a  and he was s t i l l  i n  t h e  
f i n a l  phase of  completing h i s  l i f t .  I came i n  and t o l d  him, 
"Okay, w e ' l l  s t a y  to t h e  east and t o  t h e  south of your LZ 
area, so we ' re  n o t  going t o  g e t  i n  t h e  way of your a r t i l l e r y  
o r  any of your people. L e t  us  know when t h e  l i f t  i s  complete." 

Q. Now, t h i s  w a s  on t h e  t ape ,  and you heard it on t h e  
t ape?  

A. No, I know t h a t ' s  what I d i d .  

Q - I f  you w i l l ,  s ir ,  I want you t o  recall from memory 
r a t h e r  than  what you might have heard on tape .  

A. I d i d n ' t  hea r  t h i s  on t h e  t ape  (Exh ib i t  M-20). 
I know we were sou th  of t h e  LZ. We l e t  them f i n i s h  up and 
g e t  o u t ,  a t  l e a s t  g e t  t h e i r  s l i c k s  o u t  of t h e r e .  A s  soon as 
t h a t  f i n i s h e d  up, w e  came i n  and s t a r t e d  our  recon. I t h i n k  
t h a t  was t h e  f i r s t  t i m e  t h a t  w e  a c t u a l l y  came i n t o  t h e  a r e a  
c l o s e  t o  My L a i  a long Highway 521. 

Q. Do you r e c a l l  anything unusual a t  t h e  o u t s e t  of  
your mission and t h e  o u t s e t  of t h i s  opera t ion  a s  f a r  a s  t h e  
aero-scouts were concerned, s p e c i f i c a l l y ?  Were you l a t e  o r  
were you dashing down t h e r e  madly t o  make a t i m e ,  t o  g e t  i n t o  
your AO? 

A. I c a n ' t  remember f o r  su re .  

& I have reason t o  b e l i e v e  you were a - l i t t l e  b i t  
l a t e  g e t t i n g  o u t  of Chu Lai  and t h a t  you were c u t t i n g  ik 
p r e t t y  c l o s e  t o  g e t  a t  where you should be f o r  t h e  f i r s t . L Z , .  

A. Okay. 
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Q- So you came down g e n e r a l l y  p a r a l l e l  t o  t h e  gun-
t a r g e t  l i n e  and then  genera l ly  peeled o f f  t o  t h e  l e f t ?  

A. Yes. 

Q Afte r  t h e  l i f t  went down, r i g h t  a f t e r  t h a t  a r t i l ­
l e r y  c u t  o f f ,  you saw t h a t  l i f t  go i n ,  I assume? 

A. Yes. I ' m  not  su re  when t h e  a r t i l l e r y  c u t  o f f .  

I t  could have been t h e  second l i f t  on t h e  LZ. I wasn ' t  

watching. It  could have been a l i f t  i n  while I wasn ' t  look­

ing.  I watched how they were prepping t h e  LZ,  went back o u t ,  

reconned, and saw another  l i f t  go i n .  I d o n ' t  know if t h e  

Sharks were shoot ing then  o r  not .  I know they were running 

bes ide  t h e  s l i c k s .  They could have been j u s t  s tanding  es ­ 

c o r t  and n o t  shoot ing  because of t h e  2d Platoon.  


Q. J u s t  f o r  c l a r i f i c a t i o n ,  you ind ica ted  a r t i l l e r y  

on t h e  second l i f t  i n t o  t h e  LZ? That would be h i g h l y  un­


t i m e  d i f f e r e n c e  between t h e  a r t i l l e r y  and t h e  l i f t ?  

usual .  

A. No, I d idn '  t .  I s a i d  I saw t h e  a r t i l l e r y .  

Q. You s a w  t h e  l i f t  go i n ?  

A. I l a t e r  saw t h e  l i f t  go i n t o  t h a t  LZ ,  b u t  I d o n ' t  
know i f  it was t h e  f i r s t  l i f t  i n t o  t h e  LZ. 

Q Oh, I understand. So you c a n ' t  i n d i c a t e  t h e  

A .  No. I c o u l d n ' t  even be s u r e  i f  t h a t  was t h e  same 
one you were speaking of e a r l i e r ,  where they had t o  break 
o f f  one l i f t  because t h e  a r t i l l e r y  h a d n ' t  been c u t  o f f  y e t .  

Q According t o  your e a r l i e r  tes t imony,  you saw a 
woman s h o t  by an ind iv idua l?  

A. I d i d n ' t  s ee  t h e  man shoot  t h e  woman. I saw one 
body i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  j u s t  e a s t  of t h e  v i l l a g e .  

You're po in t ing  west of t h e  v i l l a g e ,  sir.  

A. West-southwest of t h e  v i l l a g e  here.  

Q. Can you g ive  us  any kind of f i x  on t h a t  photo­
graph ( l a t e r  Exh ib i t  P-178) ? 
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A. I'm s o r r y ,  I c a n ' t .  I t  could have been f a r t h e r  
away cause-- 

Q. ( In te rpos ing)  The s c a l e  of t h i s  photograph is 
1 inch equals  about 85 m e t e r s .  The v i l l a g e  he re ,  f o r  in-  
s t ance ,  i s  about 450 meters ac ross  a t  t h i s  p o i n t ,  You see, 
you ' re  about 500 o r  s o  meters from t h e  base  of 85. 

A. W e l l ,  w e  covered down i n  here  ( p o i n t i n g ) .  I t  
could have been i n  whatever t h a t  is.  

Q. I t  could have been over  t o  t h e  extreme western 
edge of the- ­

A. ( In te rpos ing)  I t  w a s  j.ust a s  w e  c a m e  down over  
he re  ( p o i n t i n g ) .  I t  was i n  t h i s  v i c i n i t y  ( p o i n t i n g ) ,  and I 
know it was i n  here .  W e  j u s t  went i n  and ou t .  

Q. We have reason t o  b e l i e v e  t h a t  t h e  f i r s t  LZ was 
r i g h t  i n  he re  ( p o i n t i n g ) ,  about 50 t o  100 meters wes t  of t h e  
v i l l a g e  of My Lai  ( 4 ) .  Does t h a t  g ive  you any b e t t e r  r e f e r -  
ence a s  t o  where th is - -  

A. ( ~ n t e r p o s i n g )  Not r e a l l y .  

Q .  I t  was south  t o  t h e  LZ? 

A. I t  was t o  t h e  west of t h e  LZ,  t h i s  a r e a  n o r t h  of 
t h e  road. 

Q .  I see .  Maybe w e ' l l  come back t o  t h a t  a f t e r  w e  
g e t  you t o  r e c a l l  something. I b e l i e v e  t h a t  you i n d i c a t e d  
t h a t  you saw t h e  Sharks somewhere doing somethiSng. What 
were they  doing? 

A. The Sharks were nor th  of t h e  " v i l l e "  i n  t h e  a r e a  
about a c l i c k ,  a h a l f  c l i c k ,  nor th  of t h e  " v i l l e , "  and I 
heard over ,  I t h i n k ,  a Fox-Mike t h a t  they had some people 
with uniforms and weapons. This was a f t e r  t h e  l i f t s  w e r e  
completed. They s t i l l  kept  t h e i r  gun team i n  t h e  a r e a ,  and 
we had j u s t  come i n  t h e r e .  

e 

Q .  This  is  sometime later then ,  r i g h t  after  t h e  wo- 
man with t h e  c h i l d ,  o r  t h e  woman? 

A. No., I c a n ' t  f i x  a t i m e  on t h a t .  
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Q .  By monitoring t h e  r a d i o  a s  you were en r o u t e ,  
you heard t h a t  t h e  a r t i l l e r y  prep was s t a r t i n g .  You were 
on t h e  command n e t  and you f igured  t h a t  you were going t o  
be t h e r e ,  s o  you'd b e t t e r  t e l l  them y o u ' r e  going t o  be t h e r e ,  
y o u ' l l  be t h e r e  i n  about 15 minutes. And most probably 
because you normally wouldn't  run i n  t h i s  kind of t h i n g ,  
you c a l l e d  from another  v i l l a g e  j u s t  south of Chu L a i  
and l e t  them know you were coming and knew where t h e i r  a r ­
t i l l e r y  was coming from. So you came o u t  along t h e  coas t -  
l i n e  and s tayed i n  t h a t  a rea .  Do you r e c a l l  t h i s ?  

A. Not p o s i t i v e l y .  I know I ' v e  done it before .  
can remember doing it before.  I d o n ' t  know i f  we d i d  it 
t h a t  day. I know I should be p o s i t i v e .  

Q. Now, s i r ,  i f  we ' re  no t  p o s i t i v e  t h a t  day, whether 
it happened before--okay, sir.  Now, a s  I understand it then ,  
you r e c a l l  s ee ing ,  and you now t h i n k ,  and you s t i l l  maintain,  
t h a t  you saw t h i s  landing a t  t h i s  LZ t o  t h e  west of My La i .  

A. Yes, I th ink  I saw t h e  landing.  I c a n ' t  say t h a t  
was t h e i r  exac t  LZ. They might move. 

Q - But wi th  r e l a t i o n  t o  My L a i ,  immediately t o  t h e  
west? 

A. Y e s ,  I would say t h a t ' s  t h e  one I saw. 

Q - Did you s e e  both  l i f t s  go i n t o  t h a t  LZ? 

A .  I ' m  n o t  p o s i t i v e .  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  I d i d  because w e  
weren ' t  r e a l l y  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  what they were doing over t h e r e .  

Q. You were over t o  t h e  sou theas t?  

A .  Right .  We worked i n  t h i s  a r e a  (po in t ing)  and 
s tayed o u t  of t h e  a r t i l l e r y  l i n e .  I t h i n k  it w a s  e i t h e r  
D o t t i e  o r  n o r t h  along t h e  highway. 

Q. Could it have been Uptight?  

A. I t  could have been Upt ight ,  b u t  w e  were o u t  of 
t h e i r  G-T l i n e .  

Q. Then a f t e r  t h e  l i f t  went i n ,  what d i d  you see?  
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A. Afte r  t h e  l i f t  went i n ,  we came down 521, t h i s  
highway, and r a n  through t h i s  a rea  and r i g h t  around i n  here.  
M r .  THOMPSON s a w  t h e  V i e t  Cong wi th  t h e  weapon and f i r e d  on 
him, broke o f f ,  came back i n ,  r an  r i g h t  around him. 

Q. Now, a s  I understand, t h e  Warlords f i r e d  on him 
o r  THOMPSON f i r e d  on him? 

A .  Well, THOMPSON f i r e d  on him f i r s t .  H e  t r i e d  t o  
g e t  him wi th  h i s  doorgunners. The man ran  up t h e  h i l l  and 
t r i e d  t o  shake M r .  THOMPSON o f f .  We made about t h r e e  runs 
apiece .  

Q. Now, t h i s  w a s  sometime be fo re  what you previous ly  
i n d i c a t e d  w a s  t h e  f i n d i n g  of t h e  mortar rounds on H i l l  85. 
You ind ica ted  previous ly  t h a t  you saw t h e  a r t i l l e r y  going 
i n t o  t h e  v i l l a g e .  

A .  I saw t h e  a r t i l l e r y  i n  t h e  v i l l a g e ,  yes .  There 
were some long-range gun s h o t s ,  b u t  t h i s  w a s  a t  a d i s t a n t  
h i l l .  

Q. Did you see t h e  gunships making t h e i r  suppress ion  
run? 

A. No, I saw them when they  s t a r t e d  t o  r o l l  i n ,  b u t  
it was j u s t  glancing over  t h e r e .  I wanted t o  see i f  t h e  
l i f t  was s t i l l  going on and what progress  they w e r e  making. 
W e  were j u s t  wa i t ing  f o r  them t o  f i n i s h  up. 

Q. You were some d i s t a n c e  away? 

A. We were almost  as f a r  as t h e  c o a s t .  

Q. And you were looking over t o  My La i  ( 4 ) ,  about 
3 o r  4 ki lometers  away and saw t h e  a r t i l l e r y  drop 
i n t o  t h a t  v i l l a g e ?  

A. I s a w  t h e  a r t i l l e r y  drop. We worked a l l  t h e  way 
up t o  85. 

Q. While t h e  a r t i l l e r y  prep was going on? 

A. While t h e  a r t i l l e r y  prep was s t i l l  i n  progress .  
We came p a s t ,  and I thought we were l a t e  o r  something. From 
what I understand, I c u t  it c l o s e ,  a bad h a b i t .  I came t o o  
c l o s e  t o  t h e  a r t i l l e r y ,  b u t  I d i d n ' t  s ee  it. 
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Q. Okay. 

A. W e  had j u s t  come i n  from t h e  sou th  and s p o t t e d  
t h i s  V i e t  Cong. We made o u r  run and were working i n  t h i s  
area d i r e c t l y  s o u t h  and f o  t h e  southwest .  

Q- W e l l ,  l e t ' s  f i x  i n  t ime ,  i f  we may, s i r ,  wi th  
r e f e r e n c e  t o  t h e  LZ and t h e  a r t i l l e r y ,  t h e  aero-scout  d i s ­
covery of  t h i s  Vietnamese male w i t h  t h e  weapon t h a t  t h e  aero-
s c o u t s  engaged. '  Was t h i s  e a r l y ,  a f t e r  you s t a r t e d  s k i r t i n g  
t h e  a r ea?  

A. Righ t ,  I ' d  s a y  i t  w a s  w i t h i n  15  minutes  o f  t h e  
f i n a l  l i f t  i n .  A s  t hey  p u l l e d  o u t ,  t h e  c o l o n e l  c a l l e d ,  
" L i f t  complete ,  come i n t o  t h e  a r e a . "  We came i n t o  t h e  a r e a  
and s t a r t e d  a long  t h e  highway and worked t h a t  road.  I t h i n k  
t h a t  t h a t  i s  about  when THOMPSON s p o t t e d  t h e  Vietnamese w i t h  
weapon running .  Within 25 minutes o f  t h a t  t h e  Sharks had 
s t a r t e d  s h o o t i n g  up n o r t h .  We were i n  t h e  s o u t h ,  and I 
t h i n k  it was r i g h t  a f t e r  t h a t  t h a t  t hey  cont inued  t h e i r  low- 
l e v e l  maneuvers around t h e  a r e a ,  and it w a s  q e t t i n g  t o o  
c l o s e  for us .  They d i d  some f i r i n g  sou th  of  t h e  v i l l a g e  
and it was t o o  c l o s e .  A t  t h a t  t ime I c a l l e d  C&C and s a i d ,  
"We' l l  p u l l  o u t  u n t i l  t h e  Sharks  a r e  f i n i s h e d .  T h e r e ' s  t o o  
many guns and t o o  l i t t l e  space .  " 

Q. T h a t ' s  l a t e r  though. Touchdown i n  t h e  LZ w e s t  o f  
My La i  ( 4 )  was 0730. I t  w a s  preceded by a 3-minute 
a r t i l l e r y  p r e p  accord ing  t o  o u r  r e c o r d s  and tes t imony w e  
have a v a i l a b l e  t o  us .  Immediately a f t e r  t h e  f i r s t  l i f t ,  we 
have r ea son  t o  b e l i e v e  t h a t  t h e  Warlords moved i n t o  t h e  a r e a  
j u s t  e a s t  o f  85, a t  l e a s t  t h e  S k e e t e r  d i d .  H e  d i d  i n  f a c t  
d i s c o v e r  an i n d i v i d u a l ,  and you acknowledged t h i s  i n  t h e  a i r  
and advised .  A t  t h i s  p o i n t  i n  t i m e  began t h e  c o o r d i n a t i o n  
w i t h  t h e  Sharks  w i t h  r e f e r e n c e  t o  an a r e a  o f  o p e r a t i o n  f o r  
t h e  aero-scouts  and an a r e a  o f  o p e r a t i o n  f o r  t h e  Sharks .  
You dec ided ,  a p p a r e n t l y ,  on t h e  Highway 521 a s  a  boundary 
between t h e  two gunship teams. Does t h i s  r e c a l l ?  

A. Y e s .  I know I made a r e f e r e n c e  o r  t r i e d  t o  set  
some k i n d  of  communication se t  up between t h e  two of  us 
because we were going t o  run t o o  c l o s e .  O r i g i n a l l y ,  w e  had 
been t o l d  t h a t  we would be running recons  i n  t h e  a r e a ,  a l l  
o f  t h e  a r e a .  
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Q. Right.  This  is  t h e  information t h a t  w e  have. 
Right a f t e r  0730, 0735, 0740 perhaps,  when you found this, 
a s  you c a l l  him, a "dink" wi th  t h e  weapon and s t a r t e d  co­
ord ina t ion ,  you i n d i c a t e d  t o  t h e  Sharks t h a t  you'd be  s tay-  
i n g  south of t h e  road and t h e  Sharks acknowledged t h a t  and 
s a i d  "Roger, w e ' l l  s t a y  n o r t h  of t h e  road."  Does t h i s  j i b e  
wi th  your r e c o l l e c t i o n ?  

A. Y e s .  

Q. I ' m  n o t  t r y i n g  t o  p u t  words i n  your mouth. I ' m  
t r y i n g  t o  g e t  you t o  recall.  THOMPSON then f i r e d  a t  t h i s  
man and then  pu l l ed  o f f  and l e t  t h e  Warlords come i n  t h e r e .  
The Sharks d id  n o t  come down i n t o  t h a t  a r e a  t o  f i r e  a t  t h i s  
p a r t i c u l a r  i n d i v i d u a l .  

A.  Not a t  t h a t  ind iv idua l .  

Q. A t  t h a t  t i m e  you i n d i c a t e d  you made t h r e e  gunruns. 
 

Two o r  t h r e e  gunruns? N 
 


I Id say  t h r e e  gunruns . 
a.  How d i d  you make your gunruns? 

m
A.  Gunruns w e r e  set up j u s t  about e a s t  t o  wes t ,  may­
be eas t -nor theas t  t o  south-southwest, j u s t  heading towards 
H i l l  85 ,  i n  t h e  nor thern  s lopes  of 85. 

Q. You broke which way from your gunruns? 

A .  This is  qoinq t o  be a chanqe of s ta tement .  I had 
e a r l i e r  s a i d  we made r i g h t - r i g h t s .  N ~ Wth ink ing  about it, I 
would say l e f t - r i g h t  because of t h e  h i l l  o f f  t o  t h e  r i g h t  
and our  runs ,  because of t h i s  one ind iv idua l  who ran i n  f r o n t  
of t h e  h i l l ,  we would have been breaking t h e  h i l l .  So I 
cannot be abso lu te ly  p o s i t i v e .  I would say we would break t o  
t h e  l e f t .  

Q Is this a deduction on your p a r t  o r  a r e c o l l e c t i o n ?  

A .  Right ,  t h i s  i s  n o t  a r e c o l l e c t i o n .  This  is  j u s t  
from what I remember of t h e  t e r r a i n .  

Q. On one of your gun passes ,  one of t h e s e  two o r  
t h r e e  gun passes ,  do you r e c a l l  looking up o u t  i n  f r o n t  of 
your machine and see ing  t h e  Sharks of f  i n  t h e  d i s t a n c e ?  
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A. R igh t .  

Q. Was t h e r e  some conve r sa t ion  between you and t h e  
Sharks i n  r e f e r e n c e  t o  your  d i r e c t i o n  of  f l i g h t  and f i r i n g  
and t h e  p rox imi ty  t o  t h e  Sharks  o r  t h e  Sharks be ing  i n  your 
area of o p e r a t i o n ?  

A. I d o n ' t  know i f  t h e r e  was c o n v e r s a t i o n  between 
myself ,  my l e a d ,  and t h e  Shark ' s  l e a d .  I know a t  t h a t  t ime ,  
t h i n g s  g o t  t o o  c l o s e .  W e  w e r e n ' t  s u r e  and we f e l l  f u r t h e r  
sou th  and l e t  them con t inue  w i t h  t h e i r  a s s a u l t  because t h e y  
f lew r i g h t  t o  t h e  n o r t h  o f  t h e  road and w e  were j u s t  t o  t h e  
sou th  of  t h e  road.  

\ 

Q- Y e s ,  s i r .  This  ag rees  w i th  most o f  t h e  tes t imony 
t h a t  w e  have had and t h e  o t h e r  ev idence  w e  have. ~t seems 
t o  j i b e  and make s e n s e .  T i m e w i s e ,  t h i s  i n c i d e n t  t h a t  w e ' r e  
d i s c u s s i n g  now and t h e  f i r i n g  pas ses  t h a t  you made j i b e  
w i t h  t h e  o t h e r  t es t imony.  I a m  o f  t h e  b e l i e f  now, and cor-  
rect  m e  i f  I ' m  wrong, and on ly  i f  you can r e c a l l ,  t h a t  a t  
about  0740 hour s  i n  t h e  morning, i n  t h a t  approximate a r e a ,  
which i s  about 1 0  minutes a f t e r  you g o t  on i n t o  t h e  opera- 
t i o n a l  a r e a ,  you d i scove red  t h a t  man, t h e  S k e e t e r  d i d ,  
and you made two o r  t h r e e  p a s s e s ,  making your  runs  from t h e  
e a s t - n o r t h e a s t  t o  t h e  south-southwest ,  g e n e r a l l y  p a r a l l e l  
w i t h  521? 

A. No, I ' d  s a y  w e  w e r e  c r o s s i n g  it. 

Q. The in fo rma t ion  I . h a v e  i s  t h a t  you were coming i n  
l i k e  t h i s  ( p o i n t i n g )  . 
A. One run ,  w e  might have made l i k e  t h a t .  L a t e r  i n  
my runs  I know I r a n  t h i s  way. 

Q. Thi s  i n c i d e n t  i s ,  i n  f a c t ,  documented i n  t h e  
j ou rna l  o f  t h e  America1 Div i s ion .  I t  i s  r e p o r t e d  a s  t r a n ­
s p i r i n g  a t  0750 when t h e  aero-scouts  c la imed two VC K I A  i n  
t h e  area t h a t  you have i n d i c a t e d  i n  ear l ie r  tes t imony.  The 
Sharks ,  w e  f e e l ,  w e r e  i n  f a c t  j u s t  about 50 meters  o r  s o  
s o u t h  of  t h e  road  engaging a  VC on t h e i r  own, p robably  r i g h t  
i n  t h e  middle o f  t h i s  sunrun t h a t  you w e r e  making. 

A. Cor rec t .  

Q* There  w a s  some concern by t h e  Sharks  t h a t  some 
of  your  r o c k e t s  were g e t t i n g  a l i t t l e  t o o  c l o s e  t o  them 
because o f  t h e  r a t e  o f  d i s p e r s i o n .  
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A. Right.  

Q. There i s  i n  f a c t  evidence t h a t  your rocke t s  were, 
i n  f a c t ,  south  of t h e  road. Do you know where t h e  Sharks 
were? Can you p inpo in t  where they  were, an approximate a rea?  

A. Right t h e r e  (po in t ing)  . 
Q. (Marking on t h e  a e r i a l  photo,  l a t e r  E x h i b i t  P-178) 
M r .  BAKER, t h a t  d i r e c t l y  agrees  w i t h  t h e  testimony t h a t  w e  
a l r eady  have. Now, would you be w i l l i n g  t o  ven tu re  a guess 
a s  t o  t h e  t ime? 

A,  I ' d  say  25 minutes.  This  is  e n t i r e l y  rough. 

Q - Well, perhaps we'd b e t t e r  n o t  p u t  a t i m e .  Sharks 
observed h e r e  dur ing  Warlord gunship run,  p o i n t  1. Where, 
approximately,  d i d  you s e e  your-­

A. ( In te rpos ing)  Over i n  here .  

Q - "Engaged one Vietnamese male wi th  weapon soon 
a f t e r  l i f t . "  Gunruns were from t h e  eas t -nor theas t .  The 
reason I ' m  asking you t h a t  i s  because i n  f a c t  you i n d i c a t e d  
you made gunruns l i k e  s o  ( g e s t u r i n g ) .  You a r e  i n  f a c t  over 
My Lai .  You were i n  f a c t  over t h e  a rea  t h a t  you had previous ly  
agreed you would no t  e n t e r  because t h i s  w a s  your boundary. 

Right.  

Q Can I say t h i s :  "General a rea  of gunship f i r e  
h i t t i n g  t h e  ground"? 

A. Y e s .  

Q For t h e  r ecord ,  w e  have marked a rea  1 on t h e  
a e r i a l  photograph a s  where t h e  Warlords engaged one Vietnam­
e s e  male wi th  weapon soon a f t e r  l i f t .  Area 3 i s  marked on 
t h e  a e r i a l  photograph, t h e  genera l  a rea  of gunship f i r e  h i t ­
t i n g  t h e  ground. P o s i t i o n  2 ind ica ted  on the map i s  where 
t h e  Sharks were observed dur ing  Warlord gunship run on i n c i ­
den t  1 and 3 .  Did you s e e  t h e  Sharks f i r i n g  a t  p o s i t i o n  2? 

A. I s a w  t h e  miniguns f i r e  while they were making 
runs  i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y .  I ' m  no t  s u r e  of t h e  exac t  l o c a t i o n  
where they  were f i r i n g .  I know i f  they  d i d  f i r e  some i n  
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t h i s  p o i n t  when they broke o f f ,  w e  s t a r t e d  t a l k i n g  back and 
f o r t h  t r y i n g  t o  r e e s t a b l i s h  our  l i n e s .  We came over t h i s  
a rea .  I know they  had been shoot ing  t h e r e .  We saw a couple 
of t h e i r  rockets  landing along t h e  t r e e  l i n e s ,  b u t  I-­

what i s  f a c t ,  and what i s  a c t u a l l y  

Q. ( ~ n t e r p o s i n g )  Okay. 

A .  I c a n ' t  say I watched them shoot  t h e r e ,  

Q-' I want t o  be very c a r e f u l  with what i s  assumption, 
seen. 

A. Okay. 

Q. The record i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  t h e r e  were some dead 
Vietnamese along t h i s  road,  wi th in  2 0  o r  30 minutes of t h i s  
t ime of your engagement, i f  you w i l l .  The Sharks maintain 
i n  testimony t h a t  they ,  i n  f a c t ,  d i d  engage a  Vietnamese 
male wi th  a  weapon a t  p o s i t i o n  2 .  They engaged him with t h e i r  
doosgunners, according t o  t h e i r  testimony. They a l s o  ind i -  
c a t e d ,  and thi .s  i s  furthermore supported by o t h e r  testimony, 
t h a t  i n f a n t r y  f o r c e s  were brought down t o  t h i s  a r e a  t o  r e -  
cover t h e  gear .  They f e e l  t h a t  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l s  t h a t  were 
dead along t h e  road--we have testimony t h a t  some of t h e  in-  
f a n t r y  t roops  k i l l e d  people along t h e  road r a t h e r  than  t h e  
Sharks ever  shoot ing  people along t h e  road,  

The s tatement  you made saying you saw them make 
gunruns a s  such i s  i n  c o n t r a d i c t i o n  wi th  t h i s .  I ' m  no t  
t r y i n g  t o  change your testimony, b u t  un less  you can say t h a t  
you d i d ,  i n  f a c t ,  s ee  t h e  gunruns, know i n  f a c t  t h a t  they d i d  
o r  were r e spons ib le  f o r  whatever was dead along t h i s  road,  
then  t h e  dead t h a t  you might have seen could have been k i l l e d  
by some o t h e r  means, 

The Sharks found a  Vietnamese i n  a  group of people 
h e r e  ( p o i n t i n g ) - They were walking along 5 2 1  and t h i s  i n d i -  
v i d u a l  moved o f f  t h e  road and down i n t o  t h i s  t r e e  l i n e  (po in t ­
i ng )  and they  d id  engage him i n  he re .  He appeared l a t e r  on 
i n  t h i s  t r e e  l i n e  (poin t ing! ,  and they engaged him again  wi th  
doorgunners i n  a  very t i g h t  t u r n ,  very low f o r  a  gunship,  
almost s e t t l i n g  o u t  i n  an o rb i t - type  th ing .  Now, i s  t h a t  
what you saw? 

A. I saw t h e  low-level maneuvers t o  be l e s s  than  a 
hundred f e e t  o f f  t h e  ground. 
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Right ,  was it i n  a t i g h t  tu rn?  

A .  I c a n i t  say i f  it w a s  i n  a t i g h t  t u r n .  I t  was 
n o t  a l e v e l  f l i g h t .  They were maneuvering. 

Q This  co inc ides  with what they say.  Now, a s  a 
gunship p i l o t ,  s i r ,  would they be making gunruns i n  t h a t  
formation? 

A. I have seen them shoot  a t  o t h e r  t imes i n  t h e  same 
conf igura t ion .  A modif ica t ion  of t h e  l a s t  s ta tement :  I d i d  
n o t  s e e  them shoot  r o c k e t s .  

a - You d i d  n o t  see  them shoot  rocke t s  a t  p o s i t i o n  2? 

A.  No, I d i d n ' t .  

Q. And you've ind ica ted  i n  previous testimony t h a t  
you d i d  s e e  them shoo t  miniguns? 

A .  Miniguns. 

Q Are you convinced you saw them shoot  miniguns? 
And I ' m  t r y i n g  t o  g e t  t h i s  i n  proper f a c t .  

A .  To t h e  b e s t  of my knowledge, they d i d  shoo t  mini-
guns. I t h i n k  t h a t  they d id .  I c a n ' t  p o s i t i v e l y  s t a t e  t h a t  
they  d id .  

Q. We a r e  t r y i n g  t o  f i n d  o u t  what a c t u a l l y  d i d  happen 
i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  of 5 2 1  h e r e ,  j u s t  nor th  of p o s i t i o n  2 .  W e  
want t o  f i n d  ou t  who d i d ,  i n  f a c t ,  shoot  t h e s e  people.  The 
testimony of y o u r s e l f ,  you s e e ,  becomes q u i t e  important  he re ,  
because i f  they d i d  i n  f a c t  nake minigun runs  down t h a t  road,  
then  they could have s h o t  t h e  people. 

A .  Right. 

Q - I f  they f i r e d  only doorgunners, o r  i f  a l l  you 
saw were t r a c e r s  h i t t i n g  t h e  ground, it could have been a 
doorgun and n o t  a minigun? 

A .  Right.  Well, it was a burned r i c e  paddy. 

Q Tracers?  

A .  Tracers ,  w e  d i d n ' t  s ee  t h e  t r a c e r s  s o  much. 
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Q- What makes you th ink  it w a s  a minigun, then? 

A .  The sound. 

Q D i f f e r e n t i a t e d  from doorgunners? 

A.  Right . 
Q. Did you have t h e  same guns on your U H - 1 B ' s  t h a t  
they  d i d  on t h e i r  C's? 

A .  W e  might have one. 

Q e  One what? 

A.  Miniguns. 

Q. How about doorguns? 

A .  W e  d i d ,  same th ing .  We had t h e  o l d  XM-1660. 

Q. W e l l ,  j u s t  t r y i n g  t o  r e c o n c i l e  it and come up wi th  
t h e  f a c t s ,  would you again s t a t e  what you saw i n s o f a r  a s  t h e  
Sharks were concerned from t h e  v i c i n i t y  of p o s i t i o n  2 on 521? 

A .  I saw t h e  Sharks working i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y .  That 
was low-level, l e s s  than  a hundred f e e t ,  not  i n  s t r a i g h t ,  
l e v e l  f l i g h t  maneuvering. I know t h a t  t h e  doorgunners were 
f i r i n g .  I observed t h a t .  I cannot p o s i t i v e l y  s t a t e  t h a t  
they  d id  f i r e  t h e i r  miniguns one way o r  t h e  o t h e r .  I th ink  
t h a t  they d i d ,  b u t  I cannot s t a t e  it. 

Q. You a r e  su re  t h a t  they  were south of 521? 

A.  L a t e r  i n  t h e  day I d i d  go by and s e e  t h e  body, 
and I t h i n k  a t  t h a t  time it was r i g h t  around t h a t  a r e a  t h a t  
they d i d  it. I remember t h e  conversa t ion  back and f o r t h  
between Charl ie-Charl ie  and Shark t o  g e t  somebody t o  g e t  
down he re  and g e t  t h i s  guy because h e ' s  go t  a weapon and 
people a r e  t r y i n g  t o  g e t  o f f  t h e  road,  and t h e r e  a r e  m i l i t a r y -
age males i n  those  people, 

Q- That i s  c o r r e c t .  That agrees  with a l l  t h e  o t h e r  
testimony regarding t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  i n c i d e n t .  I assume from 
your previous testimony you saw s e v e r a l  people along 521? 
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A .  The majo r i ty ,  most of t h e  people I s a w ,  A few 
went o u t  here  ( p o i n t i n g ) .  

Q. From t h e  t r a i l  along t h e  southeas t  co rne r  of t h e  
v i l l a g e  on 521? 

, 
A .  Right.  The major i ty  of them went o u t  of t h e  v i l l a g e  
t o  t h e  south on t h e  t r a i l  and t o  t h e  southwest a long t h e  
t r a i l .  J u s t  almost a t  t h e  edge of your photo he re ,  t h a t ' s  
where THOMPSON s e t  down and separa ted ,  I th ink  it w a s  two-­
o r  one--military-age male from the- ­

Q. ( In te rpos ing)  We' l l  g e t  t o  t h a t  i n c i d e n t  i n  a 
minute. When you saw t h e  Sharks and c u t  o f f  your f i r i n g  
l i n e s ,  d i d  you confirm any k i l l s  i n  your a r e a ,  e i t h e r  i n  t h e  
v i c i n i t y  of 1 o r  t h e  v i c i n i t y  of 3 or i n  t h a t  genera l  a rea?  

A .  I c a n ' t  p o s i t i v e l y  remember. I ' m  n o t  r e a l l y  s u r e  
i f  we d id  i n  f a c t  confirm it o r  i f  Buck, M r .  THOMPSON, d i d  
confirm it. 

c!Q 
 
Q. Did you a t  t h a t  time immediately break o f f  and 3

r~
 
go i n  f u r t h e r  t o  t h e  e a s t ,  o r  d i d  you then go over t o  s e e  
  
what t h e  Sharks were doing? 
 

A .  I d i d n ' t  go over t o  see  what t h e  Sharks were m 
 
doing. Right away we pu l l ed  up and g o t  them o u t  of t h e  a r e a ,  
  
because-­


Q. ( In te rpos ing)  Got them? 

A.  No, I pul led  up and pul led  t h e  team away s l i g h t l y  
from t h e  area'. W e  t a l k e d  t o  t h e  Sharks and they moved o u t  
of t h e  a rea .  I th ink  it was r i g h t  then,  I ' m  no t  s u r e ,  and 
then we r e e s t a b l i s h e d  our  boundary. 

Q. They were t r y i n g  a t  t h a t  time t o  g e t  t h e  i n f a n t r y  
t o  come down t o  t h e i r  p o s i t i o n  2 t o  s c a r f  up th i s - ­

A .  ( In te rpos ing)  Weapon and web gear .  

Q Did you s e e  any dead people a t  t h a t  t i m e  along 
t h e  highway, a t  t h i s  po in t  i n  time? 

A .  Not t h a t  I can remember. 
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Q. I t  would be l o g i c a l  t h a t  you d i d n ' t  because you 
weren ' t  over  t h a t  a rea?  I f  you were up a t  a l t i t u d e  and t o  
t h e  e a s t ,  it would have been d i f f i c u l t  t o  have observed any­
body dead a t  t h a t  po in t  i n  time. 

A .  L a t e r ,  a s  t h e  Sharks pu l l ed  o u t ,  we came back 
through t h i s  a r e a  and we worked it. 

Q .  Now, we have reason t o  b e l i e v e  t h a t  a f t e r  you 
pu l l ed  up and went up, t h e  Sharks moved o u t  a s  you were 
t r y i n g  t o  g e t  t h e  i n f a n t r y  fo rce  t o  come i n .  The second 
l i f t  a r r i v e d  i n t o  t h i s  L Z ,  and t h i s  could have happened 
because they  came i n  from t h e  west s i d e  of H i l l  85. You 
were probably blocked from t h e  view by t h e  h i l l  and d i s t a n c e ,  
and they set down i n  here  r a t h e r  r a p i d l y  and pu l l ed  ou t .  

A. I c a n ' t  be sure .  

Q .  You d o n ' t  r e c a l l  t h i s ?  

A.  No. 

Q .  Do you r e c a l l  any r e p o r t  of an LZ being ho t  on 
e i t h e r  t h a t  l i f t  o r  t h e  f i r s t  l i f t ?  

A.  No, I c a n ' t  say f o r  su re .  

Q Did you s e e  any ground f o r c e s  moving from t h e  
v i l l a g e  down t o  p o s i t i o n  2? 

A .  Right.  Later  we came back i n  t h e  a r e a ,  t h e  t ime 
sequence I ' m  not  su re  of .  

Q I  Well, r i g h t  now, we ' re  a t  about 0800  i n  t h e  morn­
ing.  The second l i f t  has been i n ,  t h e  Sharks are o u t  i n  
h e r e  (po in t ing) , and you ' re  o f f  here  (po in t ing). This  t e s t i ­
mony, s ir ,  i s  supported by documents. 

A .  This  is  when we again came and s t a r t e d  working-­

Q ( In terpos ing)  Then you came back i n t o  t h e  a r e a ?  

A .  Back i n t o  t h e  a r e a .  We worked t h e  road.  

Q. What do you mean, "worked t h e  road"? 
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A .  Recon, t r y i n g  t o  p ick  o u t  any mi l i t a ry -age  males. 

Q With a  Skeeter?  

A. Yes, one low gun, one high gun. 

Q Where were t h e  Sharks a t  t h i s  time? D o  you re­
c a l l  see ing  them? 

A .  I th ink  they  were again of f  t o  t h e  nor th ,  s t r a i g h t  
f r e e  of t h e  v i l l a g e .  

Q North of My Lai  ( 4 ) ?  

A. I c a n ' t  be su re .  I know they weren ' t  i n  my a rea .  

Q. They weren ' t  down i n  your a r e a  south  of 521. 
This  a l s o  agrees  wi th  t h e  Sharks1 r e c o l l e c t i o n  of events .  
About t h i s  time t h e  Sharks repor ted  engaging. About those  
Vietnamese males, t o  t h e  e a s t  of t h e  LZ,  somewhere over  
h e r e  i n  t h e  n o r t h e a s t  corner  of t h e  v i l l a g e  ( p o i n t i n g ) ,  do 
you r e c a l l  hear ing  any-­

A. ( In te rpos ing)  I t h i n k  again ,  a t  t h a t  time, I 
saw some--making some tu rn ing  t a c t i c s  while  on low l e v e l  
and they were running a recon mission without  a recon sh ip .  
They were down i n  t h e r e  wi th  Char l i e  models f l y i n g  a t  a low 
l e v e l ,  and I do remember them c a l l i n g  up, "We have engaged." 
I th ink  they  might have even c a l l e d  f o r  aga in  t h e  "grunts1'  
t o  come up and check it o r  pick up weapons. 

Q. From a couple of VC t h a t  were t o  t h e  e a s t  of t h e  
LZ somewhere? 

A.  North and e a s t .  

Q. North and e a s t ?  This  i s  i n  agreement, and w e  
have reason t o  b e l i e v e  t h a t  t h i s  was r i g h t  around 0800,  
very s h o r t l y  a f t e r  a l l  t h e  l i f t  a c t i v i t y  here .  And it seems 
t h e  sequence i s  i n  p r e t t y  s t r a i g h t  f l y i n g  t ime, s t a y i n g  e a s t ,  
perhaps missing t h e  second i n s e r t i o n  i n  t o  t h e  LZ, coming 
back over and around and s t a r t i n g  t o  work t h e  road. The 
l i f t  i s  complete he re  now. You w i l l  see  no more a c t i v i t y  
over  here.  And it would a l s o  pu t  you i n t o  t h e  a r e a  p r i o r  
t o  t h e  time of t h e  second LZ and second i n s e r t i o n  on t h i s  
day, t h a t  I ind ica ted  t o  you e a r l i e r  d i d  i n  f a c t  t r a n s p i r e .  
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Do you r e c a l l  being ou t  over t h e  peninsula ,  c a l l i n g  it a 
peninsula  and watching o r  checking o u t  t h e  people t h a t  were 
" d i  d i ' i n g "  ou t  of t h e  a r e a ,  t h e  v i c i n i t y  of t h e  peninsula? 

A .  Y e s ,  a l o t  of people were evacuat ing t h e  a r e a ,  
and I know t h a t  we went up and down t h e  beaches and t h e  v i ­
c i n i t y  of what they c a l l  P i n k v i l l e .  

Q This  was i n  around t h i s  t ime frame or-­

A .  ( In te rpos ing)  I again c a n ' t  be s u r e  of t h e  time. 
I ' m  wide open on t h a t .  I th ink  t h a t  might have been about 
t h e  same time t h a t  Buck went up, M r .  THOMPSON went up t o  t h e  
top  of 85 t h e r e  and found a V i e t  Cong f l a g  and ran  t h a t  out- ­

Q ( In te rpos ing)  We have information t o  b e l i e v e  
t h a t  it was another  opera t ion  when t h e  Vie t  Cong f l a g  was 
s tuck  o u t  of the- ­

A. ( In te rpos ing)  We f i r e d  on t h a t  one. I know they 
pu t  t h e  f l a g  up a t  l e a s t  twice ,  on two d i f f e r e n t  occasions,  
d i f f e r e n t  days.  We d i d  f i r e  on it. 

Q. Well, t h e  b e s t  evidence we have is  t h e  VC f i r i n g
and t h e  sna tch  of a VC f l a g  d i d  not  occur on t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  
day. 

A.  I know we went up t o  t h e  h i l l .  

Q. This  i s  a l i t t l e  b i t  l a t e r  i n  t h e  day. 

A .  Well, t h i s  was a f l a g  up t h e r e  a t  t h e  same time. 
This  i s  what I ' m  t a l k i n g  about.  

Q e  I see .  I understand. Do you remember a c a l l  
s i g n  of anybody from br igade  o r  d i v i s i o n  t h a t  appeared i n  
t h e  a rea  here  a t  My Lai  ( 4 )  about t h e  time when you f i r s t  
s t a r t e d  t o  work 521 j u s t  south of My Lai  t o  t h e  southwest? 

A .  I th ink  one of our VIP b i r d s  brought down some­
body. I d o n ' t  know who it w a s .  I t h i n k  it might have been 
a s l i c k .  

Q. It was a C&C b i r d ?  

A. I t  was one of our VIP s h i p s  t h a t  was f l y i n g  about .  
I t h i n k  it was KOSTER o r  one of t h e  d i v i s i o n  people. 
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Q. Could it have been t h e  br igade  commander? 

A. Yes, it could have been. 

Q. Well, we have reason t o  be l i eve  t h a t  it was. I n  
f a c t ,  t h e  br igade commander and h i s  S3 d i d  observe a l l  t h e s e  
people t o  t h e  southwest from where you were c u r r e n t l y  opera- 
t i n g .  

A .  Didn ' t  he c a l l  it i n t o  something? The C&C r a n  u s  
over  t h e r e  t o  look a t  it. 

Q. What d i d  you f i n d  when you looked over t h e r e ?  

A .  This  is  when M r .  THOMPSON found t h e  one m i l i t a r y -  
age male. I d o n ' t  know i f  it was one, poss ib ly  t h r e e  t h a t  
he  separa ted  o u t  of t h e  group. 

Did they s t r i p  down t o  t h e  wa i s t ?  

They s t r i p p e d .  

Q. Do you r e c a l l  t h a t ?  

A. I remember they  s t r i p p e d .  

Q.  Can you r e c a l l  where M r .  THOMPSON segregated them 
o r  separa ted  them? 

A. There was a small  br idge.  

Q. You're po in t ing  t o  coordina tes  704776. This  is  
about a ki lometer  from My Lai .  Is t h a t  wi th in  your recol -  
l e c t i o n ?  

A.  No. I t  looks l i k e  it was back up j u s t  about i n  
he re  (poin t ing)  . 
Q. You're now po in t ing  t o  v i c i n i t y  coordina tes  712783, 
which on t h e  a e r i a l  photograph i s  i n  t h i s  genera l  a r e a  here  
( p o i n t i n g ) ,  which we w i l l  mark p o s i t i o n  4 .  P o s i t i o n  4 is 
marked on our a e r i a l  photograph ( l a t e r  Exhib i t  P-178) as t h e  
approximate po in t  where Warrant O f f i c e r  THOMPSON separa ted  
one o r  two Vietnamese males from t h e  group on 521. Af ter  he 
had them separa ted ,  what happened? 
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A. They got  t h e  Charl ie-Charl ie  b i r d  down t o  pick 
them up. 

Q e  And Charl ie-Charl ie  b i r d ,  d id  he land i n  t h i s  
approximate a rea?  

A. 	 J u s t  maybe 1 0  o r  20 f e e t  o f f  t h e  road. 

Q Then I can i n s e r t  on t h i s  f o r  i tem 4 ,  p o s i t i o n  4 
i s  marked t o  inc lude  t h a t  which we have a l r eady  ind ica ted  
f o r  t h e  record wi th  t h e  following: "and where C&C h e l i c o p t e r  
landed and picked up one t o  two Vietnamese t h a t  had been 
segregated ."  Is t h a t  c o r r e c t ,  s i r ?  

A.' 	 Yes. 

Q Are t h e s e  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l s  t h a t  were s t r i p p e d  a l l  
t h e  way down t o  t h e i r  wa i s t ?  

A .  	  Y e s .  

Q. 	 D o  you r e c a l l  t h a t ?  

Y e s .  

Q. Now, a f t e r  t h i s  i n c i d e n t ,  when they were picked 
up by t h e  C&C, what occurred then? Do you r e c a l l ?  I would 
assume, sir,  by t h i s  time o r  dur ing  t h i s  whole time frame, 
t h a t  t h e  Sharks o r  any conversa t ion  t h a t  you overheard from 
t h e  Sharks, p u t  them o u t  of t h i s  a rea?  

A. Right.  I c a n ' t  remember having any o t h e r  problems 
wi th  them, I th ink  s h o r t l y  a f t e r  t h a t  they were c a l l e d  o f f .  
This  might f i t ,  and i f  it does,  I th ink  t h a t  I l e f t  a t  t h e  
same time t h e  Sharks l e f t  s t a t i o n  t o  r e f u e l  and rearm. 

Q - 	 What makes you t h i n k  t h a t ?  

A. I spo t t ed  them a t  t h e  POL. 

Q Where? 

A. 	 A t  Do t t i e .  

Q. 	 Now, what time would t h i s  have been? 
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A .  I c a n ' t  be s u r e  on t h e  time a t  a l l ,  b u t  I ' d  say,  

when I had been f l y i n g  f o r  about 1:30 t o  1:45. I t ' d  probably 

be  s h o r t e r  than t h a t  because w e  had t o  somehow switch o f f .  

I d o n ' t  t h ink  we had two gunships a t  r e f u e l i n g .  I th ink  

I came back and another  s h i p  came out .  I r e f u e l e d  by my­

s e l f ,  s o  t h e  o r i g i n a l  low b i r d  s tayed o u t  and a new high b i r d  

came. 


Q. What was t h e  usua l  f u e l  range f o r  t h e  UH-1B t h a t  

you c a r r i e d ,  i n  time, 1:30? 


A. About 1:45. 

Q Then, d i d  you have t o  be down on t h e  ground by t h a t  
time? The reason I ask you t h i s  i s  because I r e c a l l  a UH-1B 
wi th  a load-­

A, ( In te rpos ing)  About 1,900 pounds. 

Q. Ninteen hundred pounds g ives  you about  an hour and 
30 minutes,  and you'd b e t t e r  be r i g h t  handy t o  r e f u e l  t h e  
plane.  

A .  Right. 

Q.  What t i m e  had you taken o f f  from Chu L a i  i n  o rde r  
t o  be on t h i s  s i t e  by 0730 i n  t h e  morning? 

A.  I f  we g o t  t h e r e  a t  0730, we took o f f  a t  0715, 0720. 

Q. And an hour and 30 minutes l a t e r ?  Tha t ' d  be 0830, 
0845. 

A .  I know we c a n ' t  c u t  it too  c l o s e  because my f u e l  
s i t u a t i o n  i s  t h e  same a s  t h e  low b i r d ' s ,  and he has  t o  g e t  
somebody o u t  t o  r ep lace  him, and t h i s  i s  why I t h i n k  w e  
might have had j u s t  the- ­

Q. ( In te rpos ing)  You can r e c a l l  s ee ing  some Shark 
gunships a t  t h e  r e f u e l i n g  p o i n t ?  

A.  Right,  I d o n ' t  know i f  they rearmed t h e r e  o r  no t .  

Q. This  kind of agrees  wi th  eve r th ing  t h a t  we've had 
thus  f a r .  Do you r e c a l l  being on s t a t i o n  when t h e  two mortar  
tubes were discovered? 

A. This  i s  again by t h a t  recording and p a r t l y  by mem­
ory.  I t h i n k  t h a t  I was on s t a t i o n .  I put  them on, and I ' m  
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no t  s u r e  i f  I was t h e r e  when they came out .  

Q What makes you t h i n k  t h a t  you were on s t a t i o n  when 
they put  them i n ?  

A .  I remember th ink ing  about whether we should bother  
wi th  t h i s  f l a g .  Why bother  wi th  one f l a g  and t h i s  s o r t  of 
th ing .  

Q .  Do you r e c a l l  about t h i s  time when you were ge t ­
t i n g  low on f u e l  and about t h e  t ime t h a t  t h e  d e c i s i o n  was 
made t o  put  t h e  i n f a n t r y  on t h e  ground i n  t h e  second LZ? 

No, I d o n ' t .  

Q. You d o n ' t  r e c a l l  s ee ing  t h e  s l i d t s  any more? They'd
have been t o  your e a s t ,  between H i l l  85 and t h e  China Sea,  
south  of 521. You d o n ' t  remember t h e  a r t i l l e r y  prep coming 
o u t  of LZ Upt ight ,  t h e  a r t i l l e r y  prep n o t  s h u t t i n g  o f f  i n  
t ime, and t h e  s l i c k s  making a go-around? 

A .  Now, I can remember t h e  d i scuss ion  t h a t  t h e  a r ­
t i l l e r y  had t o  be c u t  o f f .  I d o n ' t  remember watching t h a t  
l i f t .  I remember hear ing ,  "Okay, break it o f f .  We're n o t  
going t o  make i t , "  and we brought them back o u t ,  and I w a s -
n ' t  watching t h a t .  

Q. This  agrees  with t h e  testimony of t h e  Dolphins and 
t h e  Sharks because t h e  l i f t  s h i p s  i n  t h e  second LZ made t h e i r  
approach from t h e  south ,  landing t o  t h e  nor th  and on t h e  go-
around pu l l ed  o u t  over t h e  c o a s t  of t h e  China Sea. 

A. I remember see ing  t h e  formation on t h e  c o a s t  a l l  
broken up. 

Q. Do you remember t h a t  now? 

A. I remember seeing them a t  t h a t  time. 

Q. And t h a t  occurred a t  0820 hours i n  t h e  morning. 

I have you on s t a t i o n  now through 0820. The l i f t  w a s  put  

and completed t h e r e  a t  0827, t h e  f i r s t  l i f t  i n t o  t h a t  sec ­ 

ond LZ, according t o  t h e  documents t h a t  we have a v a i l a b l e  t o  

us .  


A, They always were good about c a l l i n g  o u t  t h e  t ime, 
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Q. I n  t h e  meantime, t h e  d e c i s i o n  was made by you, 
I assume, o r  someone, t o  put  your i n f a n t r y  on t h e  ground 
because THOMPSON had discovered t h e s e  mortar rounds. 

A, Right.  I thought t h i s  o r i g i n a l l y ,  and t h i s  is  on 
t h e  recording.  From what I can remember, we probably had a 
mortar tube ,  and t h i s  is  t h e  o r i g i n a l  reason I t h i n k  why w e  
brought them o u t ,  t o  g e t  t h e  tube back. 

Q. They discovered rounds a f t e r  they  g o t  on t h e  
ground? 

A. Right ,  f i r s t  they t o l d  us  t h a t  they had a mortar  
tube ,  and I was ready t o  c a l l  and g e t  them ou t .  Then they  
came up. We had a mortar round, t h a t  I th ink  they  would've 
discovered i n  one group, b u t  it was spread o u t  a c r o s s  t h e  
h i l l .  

Q Do you remember t h e  i n f a n t r y  going i n  with your 
b i r d s ,  your organic  s l i c k s ?  

Cl%r 
 
A. Yes. C3 

m 
Q. How many s l i c k s  were t h e r e ?  

A Two, I t h i n k ,  poss ib ly  t h r e e .  LP) 

Q How many loads  d id  they  pu t  on t h e  ground? Do you
r e c a l l  t h e r e  was a problem o r  no problem? 

A. I th ink  they  p u t  two on t h e  ground. One s h i p  went 
back t o  g e t  another  load.  I t  was a drawn o u t  a f f a i r .  

Q. The inforn!ation i n  testimony has i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  
t h e  l ead  s h i p  of t h e  three-sh ip  f l i g h t  d i d  no t  i n  f a c t  p u t  
h i s  load on t h e  ground. He d i d n ' t  f e e l  he could g e t  it i n  
t h e r e ,  and he pu l l ed  o f f .  Then t h e  o t h e r  two went i n  and 
dropped t h e  i n f a n t r y  on t h e  ground. Does t h i s  go along wi th  
your r e c o l l e c t i o n ?  

A. Yes. 

Q- Were your gunships,  t h e  Scorpions,  accompanying 
t h i s  l i f t ?  

A. We weren ' t  Scorpions any more. We w e r e  a l l  Warlords. 
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Q 	 Were t h e  Warlords' gunships accompanying them? 

A. 	 Yes. W e  went i n  wi th  them. 

Did you f l y  i n  support  of them?Q e  
  

A .  I th ink  we t r i e d  t o  shoot  t h a t  f l a g  down and 
blow it up. I t  was booby t rapped.  

Q. Did you make some f i r i n g  passes  and t r y  t o  g e t  
something i n  t h a t  pos i t ion?  

A. Right ,  j u s t  t o  make s u r e  t h a t  t h e r e  weren ' t  any 
booby t r a p s  a s soc ia ted  wi th  it. I t h i n k  l a t e r  it was de­
cided t h a t  they had a grenade o r  something i n s i d e  of t h e  
bamboo. 

Q- Now, i n  your r e c o l l e c t i o n  of a t tempt ing  t o  g e t  t h i s  
f l a g ,  do you r e c a l l  whether o r  no t  you hung around and then 
decided it was t ime t o  go r e f u e l ?  

A .  	  I c a n ' t  remember t ak ing  them o f f  t h a t  h i l l .  

Q No, b u t  I mean r i g h t  now, r i g h t  a f t e r  they were on 
t h e  ground. Right a f t e r  t h e  i n f a n t r y  had been put  on t h e  
ground. 

A. 	 NOW, I remember watching them walk around t h a t  h i l l .  

Q. 	 For a l i t t l e  b i t ?  

A. 	 For a while.  I d o n ' t  know how long. 

Q. Then you went r i g h t  from t h a t  'mission, watching 
them on t h e  h i l l ,  t o  r e f u e l ?  

A.  I c a n ' t  be su re .  

Q- Timewise, though? 

A. 	 Timewise, I ' l l  agree it had t o  be r i g h t  about then .  

Q. 	 Within 15 o r  20 minutes? 

A. Right.  I remember watching them walk around t h e  
h i l l .  I remember t h e  d i scuss ion  which I l a t e r  heard on t h e  
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t a p e  about mortar rounds and mortar  tubes and g o t  t h a t  
s t r a i g h t .  But I would b e l i e v e  t h a t  r i g h t  about t h a t  t i m e ,  
I had t o  go r e f u e l .  

Q Do you remember t a l k i n g  t o  Hel ix,  t h e  FAC? 

A .  Right.  He had something going. People were 
moving somewhere and he  wanted us t o  go look a t  it, I'm 
p r e t t y  sure .  

Q Did you go look a t  them? 

A .  Not t o  my knowledge. I can '  t remember. I ' m  
n o t  s u r e  of t h a t  a t  a l l .  

Q What people do you deduce he could have been 
see ing  over t o  t h e  e a s t  of H i l l  85? 

A .  What do I deduce t h a t  he saw? I f  he was unaware 
of t h e  second load of i n f a n t r y  going i n ,  he could assume 
t h e  people were c i v i l i a n s  leaving  t h a t  a r e a .  There was a l s o  
people going o u t  i n t o  t h e  water ,  I th ink ,  a t  t h a t  t i m e .  I 
remember t h e  l i f t  i n  t h a t  a r e a ,  t h a t  t h e  people had t r i e d  t o  
g e t  on boa t s  and go o u t  t o  s e a ,  and e i t h e r  t h e  s w i f t  boa t s  
brought them i n ,  and I t h i n k  Charl ie-Charl ie ,  somebody's 
Charl ie-Charl ie-- this  could have been a d i f f e r e n t  combat 
a s s a u l t .  

Q. Do you remember any i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  any t i m e  over  
t h e  a i r  t h a t  those  were f r i e n d l i e s ?  

A.  No. 

Q - Do you ren~ernbert a l k i n g  t o  t h e  Char l i e  b i r d ?  Who 
was Char l i e  b i r d ?  

A. I know I t a lked  t o  him. 

Q. Who i s  he? 

A. Oh, he was t h e  b a t t a l i o n  commander t h a t  r a n  t h e  
l i f t .  Char l ie -Char l ie ,  he  was i n  t h e  area--he was t h e  one 
I i n i t i a l l y  t a lked  t o  about--we're going t o  be i n  t h e  a r e a ,  
what do you want? He's t h e  one I ta lked  t o  and t o l d  him t h a t  
w e  had mortar tubes.  I f ixed  through him, b u t  I coordinated 
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t h e  l i f t  w i th  him. 

Q. I understand. Do you r e c a l l  then  t h e  a c t i o n s  of 
t h e  Warlord element with regard  t o  t h e  mortar rounds t h a t  
they discovered on H i l l  85? 

A .  This  was a t  t h e  time when I re turned  because they 
were going t o  blow them wi th  C-4. I th ink  they were going 
t o  haul  i n  a  demo team o r  something, o r  hau l  i n  C-4. I d o n ' t  
t h ink  I saw them blow it. 

Q a  Do you remember see ing  them b r i n g  i n  the  demo 
team? 

A. No. The b i g g e s t  th ing  I can remember about t h i s  
whole t h i n g  i s  c ross ing  t h e  a rea  south  of My L a i  (1) and 
then  coming back ac ross  it and see ing  t h e  bodies .  I 
remember t h i s  was a t  t h e  same time when t h e  Sharks were i n  
t h e  area .  

Q. When you were going back t o  r e f u e l ,  somewhere i n  
t h e  v i c i n i t y  of 0830 t o  0845 i n  t h e  morning, d i d  you go back 
over  t h a t  a rea?  

A. I f  I remember, it was j u s t  a f t e r  t h e  Sharks,  with- 
i n  20 minutes a f t e r  t h e  Sharks had landed t h a t  I went back 
and saw t h e  bodies .  

Q.  So t h a t  must have been somewhere on you way t o  
r e f u e l i n g  because you ind ica ted  t h a t  they were i n  t h e  r e ­
f u e l i n g  a r e a  when you a r r i v e d .  I f  t h i s  i s  af t e r  t h e  Sharks 
had gone, then you were en rou te  up t o  r e f u e l i n g ,  o r  am I 
reading  something i n  here? 

A.  S l i g h t l y .  When I went ac ross  t h e r e ,  t h e r e  weren ' t  
any of t h e  i n f a n t r y  the re .  I know they  were on t h e  south 
edge. I d o n ' t  know i f  they  were going back nor th  o r  i f  they 
were j u s t  moving south ,  bu t  somewhere between t h e  t i m e  t h e  
Sharks had l e f t  t h e  a rea  ind ica ted  a s  number 2 on t h e  a e r i a l  
photo, and t h e  time t h a t  I passed over them, I saw t h e s e  
bodies .  

Q. You were passing over .  Do you know where you 
were going? 

A .  No, I don ' t .  

Q- Could you have been going t o  r e f u e l ?  
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A. I could 've.  

Q - Do you r e c a l l  t h a t  t h e  Sharks took o f f  again
r i g h t  a f t e r  they r e f u e l e d  and you pu l l ed  i n ?  

A. Right. They took o f f .  I don ' t  know i f  they  
went back t o  t h e  a r e a  o r  went down and s e t  down. 

Q - Do you r e c a l l  t h a t  you went t o  t h e  r e f u e l i n g  
a r e a  by yourse l f  l eav ing  t h e  Skeeter  b i r d  and one of  
your s h i p s  on s t a t i o n ?  

A. Right ,  because I know t h e r e  was only myself 
a d  t h e  two Sharks on t h e  r e f u e l i n g  pad. 

Q - And do you r e c a l l  c a l l i n g  and making arrange- 
ments t o  s e t  another  gun o u t  t h e r e  t o  t a k e  your p lace?  

A. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  it. I th ink  t h a t  I must have 
done it because we very seldom, only once i n  a g r e a t  whi le ,  
opera ted  wi th  one gun and one Skeeter ,  o r  LOH r a t h e r .  

Q - Do you r e c a l l  what your ac t ions  were a f t e r  you 
r e f u e l e d  and rearmed? Do you r e c a l l  i f  you went r i g h t  
back on s t a t i o n  t o  r e l i e v e  t h e  s h i p  t h a t  you had l e f t  on 
s t a t i o n ?  

A. I don' t know. 
 

Q - Do you r e c a l l  s h u t t i n g  down? 
 

A. No, I d o n ' t .  ­
Q. You d o n ' t  know whether you s h u t  down or-- 

A. ( In te rpos ing)  I d o n ' t  know whether I s h u t  down 
then  and waited o r  I went back o u t  o r  what. 

Q - Who would have been Warlord Alpha Lead whi le  
you were gone? 

A. I have no idea .  

Q m  You wouldn ' t  have turned  over  command of--who w a s  
l e f t  ou t  t h e r e  when you went t o  r e f u e l ?  

A. Well, I d o n ' t  know who it was. I d o n ' t  know who 
my c o p i l o t  was, s i r .  
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Q- Do you remember tu rn ing  over t h e  command of t h e  .:. 
t h i n g  t o  someone? 

A. Not r e a l l y .  

Q - Do you r e c a l l  b r i e f i n g  anybody i n  f l i g h t ,  indica ­
t i n g  t h a t  you were going back t o  r e f u e l  and t h a t  he  would 
have t o  assume t h e  mission? 

A. I th ink  I b r i e f e d  somebody, b u t  I d o n ' t  know i f  
I was jus t - - there  must have been somebody. 

Q. 
. Did you have some t roops  on t h e  ground near  85? 

A. I'm p r e t t y  su re  about t h a t ,  b u t  a s  f a r  a s  my 
a c t i o n s  a f t e r  I h i t  t h e  r e f u e l i n g  pad, I c a n ' t  be sure .  

aQ Doesn't  it seem l o g i c a l  though, and again  I ' m  
using deduct ion,  t h a t  t h a t  o the r  gunship t h a t  you'd l e f t  on 
s t a t i o n  when you went t o  r e f u e l  a l s o  must have been a l i t t l e  
low on f u e l ,  and t h a t  whoever came down t o  r e p l a c e  you, he  
then  r e f u e l e d  and remembered see ing  somebody a t  t h e  f u e l  
dump, s p e c i f i c a l l y  t h e  Sharks? Why you remembered them, I 
d o n ' t  know, b u t  I ' m  deducing t h a t  it was probably because 
you wanted t o  r e f u e l  i n  a hurry  t o  g e t  back on s t a t i o n  t o  
r e l i e v e  t h e  man t h a t  you'd l e f t  down t h e r e .  

A. The b i g g e s t  reason I remember t h e  Sharks i s  be­
cause they were t o o  c l o s e  t o  me t h a t  day-­

( In te rpos ing)  Too c l o s e  t o  you a t  t h e  f u e l i n g  dump? 

A. No, too  c l o s e  t o  me when I was o u t  f l y i n g .  I 
w a s  a t  odds wi th  them about t h a t  t ime and d i d  n o t  appre ­
c i a t e  t h e i r  t a c t i c s  i n  c l o s e  proximity t o  me. I t  could 
have been t h a t  I w a s  a l s o  rushed and had t o  come back o u t .  

Q - Do you remember a c a l l  from t h e  C h a r l i e  b i r d ,  
C&C, with  re fe rence  t o  going down t o  a s e t  of coordina tes  
and checking o u t  a group of people down t h e r e ?  

A. Right t h e r e  about 7 30-­

Q ( In te rpos ing)  I d o n ' t  know i f  you reca l l - - I 'm  
asking i f  you r e c a l l  t h a t  type mission? 

A.  I remember going i n  t h a t  a r e a ,  b u t  I cannot be 
su re .  
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Q And i n d i c a t i n g  t h a t  they were f r i e n d l i e s ?  

A. I t  was t h a t  day, b u t  we had some " r u f f  p u f f s "  
r i g h t  around j u s t  on t h e  nor th  bank of this-­

Q. ( In te rpos ing)  RF/PFts? Regional Forces/ Popular
Forces,  ARVN f r i e n d l i e s ?  

A. Right.  
  

Q This  i s  t h e  same day? 
 

A. Yes, and I th ink  w e  saw people i n  t h e r e .  

Q. Where you saw t h e  people he re  ( p o i n t i n g ) ?  

A. On 85. I know we came around and j u s t  south  of 
H i l l  72  by t h e  r i v e r ,  and I th ink  t h e r e  was around 20 .  I 
c a n ' t  even;&e s u r e  on t h e  number. 

&.­
Q. Was t h i s  a f t e r  you re fue led?  

A. I d o n ' t  know. 

Q. You ind ica ted  u p s t a i r s  you knew something about 
a d u s t o f f ?  

A.  Y e s .  

Q. . When was t h e  d u s t o f f ?  Af ter  you r e f u e l e d ;  before  
you re fue led?  

A. I c a n ' t  be sure .  

Q. How about wi th  r e fe rence  t o  t h e  RF/PFts? 

A. No, I c a n ' t  be s u r e  on t h e  time. I know I watched 
them go i n .  I remember t h a t  they were c a l l i n g  f o r  a dus to f f  
and I was going t o  have one of our b i r d s  come from D o t t i e  and 
pick them upo Somebody e l s e  en rou te  took t h e  c a l l ,  n o t  a 
dus tof  f s h i p ,  came i n .  

Q What was it, one of t h e  Dolphins probably? 

A. I have no idea .  Some h e l i c o p t e r  s a i d ,  "I 'm he re ,  
and can you use me?" 

APP T-175 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 
 


Q - You say you were en r o u t e  somewhere? 

A. No, I-­

Q. ( In te rpos ing)  Were you i n  t h e  a r e a ?  

A. I was i n  t h e  a rea  because I saw him s t a r t  h i s  
approach and know he made an approach. This w a s  aga in  
brought o u t  i n  t h e  previous inqu i ry ,  i n t o  a t r e e  l i n e .  The 
genera l  a r e a  was i n  t h i s  t r e e  l i n e ,  s ir ,  j u s t  south  of My 
L a i  ( 4 ) .  

Q. Is t h a t  where you t h i n k  it was? 

A. W e l l ,  no. I had ind ica ted  more t o  t h e  west s i d e .  
  

I know he w a s  coming i n t o  a t r e e  l i n e ,  b u t  I c a n ' t  say f o r  s u r e  
  

what t h e  p o i n t  was. 
 


Q. W e  have evidence,  of course i n  previous testimony, 
  

t h a t  t h i s  is  where it occurred,  i n  he re  ( p o i n t i n g ) .  Are you 
 

w i l l i n g  t o  pu t  t h a t  on your map? 
 


A. No. 
 


Q - What d id  you do a f t e r  you saw him approach? 
 


A.  I th ink  w e  s tayed  i n  t h e  a r e a  j u s t  long enough 
t o  make s u r e  he was going t o  g e t  out .  

Q - Were you f l y i n g  high gun o r  low gun a t  t h i s  
time? 

A. A s  f a r  a s  I can remember, I t h i n k  I was l ead  
a l l  day. 

Q. Have you ever  flown wi th  Captain LIVINGSTON? 

A. Y e s .  

Q. Could you have been f l y i n g  wi th  him t h i s  day? 

A. Q u i t e  e a s i l y .  

Q o  During your t o u r  opera t ing  o u t  of LZ ~ o t t i e  and 
t h i s  genera l  a r e a ,  do you r e c a l l  switching p i l o t s  back and 
f o r t h  and around, o r  crew members? 
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A. Right ,  w e  switched--I can remember s w i t c h i n g . j u s t  
once, b u t  I know we switched c o p i l o t s  q u i t e  o f t e n .  

Q Do you remember whether o r  n o t  Major WATKE went 
along? 

A. No, I c a n ' t  remember on t h a t .  

Q. Do you f e e l  now t h a t  you were on s t a t i o n  when t h i s  
dus to f f  made h i s  approach and would have s tayed around f o r  
some time t h e r e a f t e r ?  

A. Yes, t h i s  i s  f e e l i n g ,  and not  f o r  su re .  

Q. Well, you do remember being t h e r e  when he s t a r t e d  
h i s  approach. Do you r e c a l l  being on s t a t i o n  p r i o r  t o  t h i s  
time? 

A. Well, I must have been on s t a t i o n  p r i o r  t o  t h a t  
because of t h e  l i s t e n i n g  f o r  t h e  c a l l ,  t h e  o r i g i n a l  c a l l  
f o r  a d u s t o f f ,  because I thought maybe it was checking o u t  
o r  something l i k e  t h i s .  And when I s a i d  t o  them-­

Q. ( In te rpos ing)  Do you remember back on t h i s  dus t -
o f f  t h a t  you r e c a l l  see ing  f u r t h e r  t o  t h e  nor th?  O r  along 
i n  t h e  a rea  of t h e  genera l  d u s t o f f ,  do you remember whether 
o r  not  t h a t  was a C&C s h i p  o r  whether it w a s  a s t r a i g h t  
dustof  f ?  

A. A s  I remember, it w a s n 3 t  a dus to f f  b i r d .  It  was 
a s l i c k .  I t  could have been somebody t h a t  was resupplying 
f o r  them t h a t  day o r  j u s t  somebody going down the- ­

Q. ( In te rpos ing)  Do you remember Coyote 6? 

A. I remember hear ing  t h e  c a l l  s ign .  

Q. Do you remember h i s  going i n  t o  p ick  up some 
wounded? Something t o  t h e  e f f e c t  t h a t ,  maybe from t h e  NCS, 
"We need a d u s t o f f ,  b u t  cancel  it. Can a s l i c k  go i n  and 
g e t  him?" O r  was t h i s  another  d u s t o f f ?  There were s e v e r a l  
d u s t o f f s  t h i s  day. 

A. I know they  cancel led  t h e  d u s t o f f ,  b u t  I c a n ' t  say  
f o r  s u r e  t h a t  it was Coyote 6.  

Q. Do you remember them c a n c e l l i n g  t h e  d u s t o f f ?  
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A .  Yes, they  f i l e d  t h e i r  r e q u e s t  a t  d i v i s i o n  f o r  a 
dus to f f  and then  they  d id  cancel  it. 

Q. Do you r e c a l l  s ee ing  and repor t ' ing  some c i v i l i a n  
dead along highway 521? 

A .  No, I c a n ' t  remember saying anything about it. 

Q. Can you remember hear ing  it on t h e  tape?  

A.  No. 

Q. Warlord Alpha Lead on t h e  t a p e  s a i d :  "You g o t  
somebody o u t  i n  t h e  a r e a  where t h e s e ,  I ' l l  say t h e r e ' s  about 
e i g h t  o r  n ine  ' d inks '  l y i n g  i n  t h e r e  wi th  web gea r  and every- 
thing.  Somebody ought t o  p o l i c e  up t h e  gear ."  

Coyote 6 came back and s a i d :  "This i s  Coyote 6.  
Give me coordina tes .  Over." 

Warlord Alpha Lead: "Roger, i t ' s  j u s t  below H i l l  
85. J u s t  t o  t h e  North of H i l l  85  where w e  f i r s t  g o t  'em, 
j u s t  t o  t h e  south  of your f i r s t  LZ and along t h e  road t h e r e .  
T h e r e ' s  about ,  oh, 10 ,  15 ' d i n k s '  a l l  spread o u t  over t h e  
f i e l d  t h a t  we g o t  when they  were ' d i  d i i n g '  t o  t h e  south.  
The gunships s h o t  'em. We'd l i k e  t o  know i f  t h e r e ' s  some­
body i n  t h e  a r e a  t o  p ick  up t h i s  web g e a r ,  ' cause  r i g h t  now 
we're  j u s t  keeping people from s t e a l i n g  it." 

Coyote 6 came back and s a i d :  "Roger, I ' l l  send 
somebody down t h e r e .  " 

Somebody t r i e d  t o  s t e e r  them down t h e r e  because 
Warlord Alpha Lead says :  "Roger. We a r e  over t h e  a rea  a t  
t h i s  time. I f  you have us i n  s i g h t ,  we ' re  j u s t  a t  t h e  nor th  
base  of t h e  h i l l  along t h e  road.  We ' l l  be o f f  your frequency 
f o r  t h e  next  one zero minutes. We' l l  be popping smoke a t  t h e  
d i f f e r e n t  l o c a t i o n s  where t h e s e  bodies  a r e . "  

Warlord Alpha Lead: "The bodies  t h a t  w e  g o t  be- 
f o r e ,  they 've  g o t  web gea r ,  weapons, and everyth ing ,  and i t ' s  
probably a good idea  t o  g e t  it o f f  them befo re  someone comes 
up and uses  them." 

A .  I remember see ing  t h e  weapons and t h e  web gear .  

Q. Where? 
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A .  J u s t  t o  t h e  south of t h e  road along 521, i n  t h e  
v i c i n i t y  of p o i n t  2 .  

Q. A l o t  of web gear? 

A .  ,From what I can remember now, I ' d  say f ive- ­

Q. ( In te rpos ing)  Do you r e c a l l  it being web g e a r ,  o r  
w a s  it j u s t  sacks and f i s h  baske t s  and c l o t h e s ?  This  i s  
apparent ly ,  I ' m  deducing now, t h i s  i s  apparent ly  when you 
s a w  t h e  people he re  f o r  t h e  f i r s t  t ime; and your t ransmiss ion ,  
a t  l e a s t  on t h a t  t a p e ,  i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  you thought t h a t  t h e  
gunships g o t  them befo re ,  when they  were down h e r e  a t  2 .  
You assumed apparent ly  a t  t h a t  time t h a t  they  were i n  f a c t ,  
according t o  t h e  t a p e ,  VC, because i f  they  w e r e n ' t ,  then  
they  wouldn't  have had web gear  and weapons and a l l  t h e  rest 
of t h a t  s t u f f ?  

A .  Right ,  I know by t h e  t a p e  t h a t  t h e r e  were two 
sets of web b e l t s  and t h e  d i f f e r e n t  patches.  

Q I n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  of p o i n t  2? 

A .  I n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  of p o i n t  2 .  I ' m  s o r r y ,  I c a n ' t  
remember i f  it was t h e  band, a p i l e  of them. I d o n ' t  know 
i f  they  were on somebody o r  what. I c a n ' t  remember e x a c t l y ,  
b u t  I know it was web gear  t h e r e .  

Q I n  r e l a t i o n  t o  2 ,  can you remendbe-r see ing  where 
t h a t  web gear  was i n  r e l a t i o n  t o  p o i n t  2 here? 

I ' d  say r i g h t  t h e r e  a t  p o i n t  2 .  

Q Can I i n d i c a t e  so  on t h e  record? 

A .  Yes. 

Q. Poin t  5 i s  marked on t h e  a e r i a l  photograph ( l a t e r  
Exh ib i t  P-178) a s  where you saw two s e t s  of web gear .  

A .  Right ,  

Q A t  t h i s  t ime,  do you r e c a l l  see ing  bodies ,  o t h e r  
bodies  along t h e  road o r  i n  t h e  r i c e  paddies? 

A .  I d o n ' t  know i f  it was a t  t h i s  t i m e .  
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Q. You do r e c a l l  s ee ing  bodies  along t h e  road and 
i n  t h e  r i c e  paddies i n  t h i s  genera l  v i c i n i t y ?  

A. W e l l ,  t h e  main a rea  I saw t h e  bodies  i n  was 25, 
just--r ight--as  t h e  t r a i l  o u t  of My Lai  ( 4 )  meets 521. 

Q 	 Which i s  i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  of 5? 

Right.  

Q. P o s i t i o n  5 added t o  t h e  previous en t ry .  He a l s o  
saw 20 t o  25 dead Vietnamese of vary ing  ages and sexes.  
Pos i t ion  6 i s  marked where he saw 30 dead Vietnamese of 
varying age and sexes.  Is t h a t  c o r r e c t ,  s i r ?  

A. 	 Yes. 

Q. 	 You d o n ' t  r e c a l l  when you saw these?  

A. No, I ' m  n o t  s u r e  of t h e  t i m e  frame on it, i f  it 
was a t  t h e  same time I s a w  t h e  web gea r  t h a t  I saw bodies .  

Q. 	  A t  5 and a t  6? 

A. 	 I j u s t  know t h a t  I d id  s e e  them. 

Q. Do you r e c a l l  what you d i d  then? Did you r e c a l l  
whether then you went back t o  r e f u e l ?  

A.  	  NO, I ' m  no t  su re .  

How about t h e  time wi th  r e fe rence  t o  t h e  cancel-Q o  

l e d  dus tof f  t h a t  you r e c a l l ,  o r  i n  r e l a t i o n  t o  i t ?  

A. 	 I c a n ' t  be sure .  

Q - You ind ica ted  e a r l i e r  i n  your testimony t h a t  a f t e r  
r e f u e l i n g ,  you a r r i v e d  back i n  t h i s  a rea  sometime around 1100 
hours.  

A. This  i s  again deduct ion and n o t  remembering. By 
t h e  f u e l  load and by what was t o l d  t o  me of t h e  t ime frame 
and sequence of even t s ,  I surmised t h a t  I had a r r i v e d  a t  
approximately t h a t  t ime. 

Q How d i d  you a r r i v e ?  What's t h e  r a t i o n a l e  you 
used t o  a r r i v e  a t  t h a t  time? 
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A. The o r i g i n a l  f u e l  load ,  f u e l  r a t e  of t h e  s h i p  o u t ,  
h i s  exp i r ing  time on s t a t i o n ,  and when I would have t o  g e t  
o u t  t h e r e  t o  r ep lace  him. 

Q That w a s  s t r i c t l y  a phys ica l  and t e c h n i c a l  deduc­
t i o n  no t  based upon-­

A. ( In te rpos ing)  Not what I remembered. . T h i s  is  a l s o  
before  I was su re  whether we had four  o r  two gunships--or 
r a t h e r  four  o r  t h r e e  gunships working o u t  the re .  

Q. Did you s e e  any Vietnamese s h o t  by ground f o r c e s  
t h a t  day? 

A .  No. 

Q Did you s e e  any, phys ica l ly  s e e ,  o r  r e c a l l  see ing  
any h e l i c o p t e r s  landing  on t h e  ground nor th  of Highway 521 
o t h e r  than t h e  C&C b i r d  t h a t  you ind ica ted  a t  p o s i t i o n  4 t h a t  
day? 

A.  No .  

Q. You ind ica ted  before  you d i d  no t  s e e  THOMPSON 
land.  

A .  No. 

Q • Do you r e c a l l  h i s  having a  b lade  s t r i k e  t h a t  day? 

A. No, I d o n ' t .  I d o n ' t  know i f  it was THOMPSON. I t  
w a s  KELLENBENZ. I d o n ' t  know if it was t h i s  day. I remember 
t a l k i n g  t o  KELLENBENZ. He had a blade s t r i k e  and r a n  i n t o  
such a v e r t i c a l  t h a t  he had t o  r e t u r n .  Again, t h i s  was very 
poss ib ly  another  day, s o  i t ' s  n o t  of any importance, I guess.  

Q .  You ind ica ted  e a r l i e r  i n  your testimony t h a t  a f t e r  
r e f u e l i n g ,  and through deduct ion,  you had an est imated t i m e  
of a r r i v a l  of around 1100 hours.  Do you remember see ing  some 
bodies  i n  t h e  a r e a ?  You do r e c a l l  t h i s ?  

A.  These a r e  t h e  same bodies  ind ica ted  i n  numbers 5 
and 6 on t h e  photo. These a r e  t h e  same bodies .  

Q. Did you s e e  them again? Was this t h e  second time? 

A .  No, t h i s  was i n  t h a t  s ta tement .  A t  t h e  t ime I 
wasn ' t  sure .  
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Q. I s e e ,  s o  you weren ' t  s u r e  whether you saw them 
a f t e r  1100 hours o r  p r i o r  t o  t h e  time you went t o  r e f u e l ?  

A.  I am not  su re  when I saw them. I know it was 
sometime. 

Q During t h e  t ime t h a t  you were a i rborne  over  t h i so 

a rea?  

A .  Right. A s  I remember, it was p r e t t y  c l o s e  t o  t h e  
t i m e  t h e  Sharks had pul led  o u t  of t h a t  a rea .  

Q. Through deduction, t h a t  l o g i c a l l y  would have put  
it p r i o r  t o  0900, which was phys ica l ly  requi red  of t h e  Sharks 
a s  wel l  a s  yourse l f?  

A .  That p o i n t  i s  w e l l  e s t a b l i s h e d .  

Q. Were you on s t a t i o n  a t  t h e  time one of t h e  War­
l o r d  gunships landed? 

A .  No, no t  t h a t  I can remember. I t h i n k  t h a t  I 
would remember one of my gunships landing.  I would b e t  on 
t h a t .  

Q Were you p resen t  t o  e s c o r t  t h e  Skee te r ,  spec i ­
f i c a l l y  M r .  THOMPSON, wi th  t h e  c h i l d  t o  t h e  h o s p i t a l  a t  Quang 
Ngai? 

A. Not p o s i t i v e l y .  I c a n ' t  remember. 

Q. We have testimony. I b e l i e v e  M r .  THOMPSON landed 
and picked up a c h i l d .  I th ink  you ' r e  f a m i l i a r  with t h i s  
from o t h e r  sources.  He flew t h e  c h i l d ,  t h e  wounded c h i l d ,  
from t h e  o p e r a t i o n a l  a rea  t o  Quang Ngai, t o  t h e  h o s p i t a l ,  
and gunships escor ted  him, Warlords. He s e t  down a t  Quang 
Ngai with t h e  c h i l d .  There a r e  s e v e r a l  p laces  t o  land a t  
Quang Ngai where he could have landed wi th  t h i s  l i t t l e  
c h i l d .  There i s  more than one h e l i c o p t e r  pad a t  Quang Ngai, 
i s  t h e r e  no t?  

A .  Yes. 

Q- W e  have reason t o  b e l i e v e  M r .  THOMPSON set down 
a t  t h e  h o s p i t a l  pad, a very f i n e  pad. 

A. The d i r t  pad behind the ARVN h o s p i t a l .  
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Q. Yes. You d o n ' t  remember see ing  him s e t  down 
t h e r e ?  I recognize t h a t  i t ' s  hard t o  ask you t o  r e c a l l ,  
b u t  again t h i s  would e s t a b l i s h  t iming. 

A .  I c a n ' t  remember. 

Q = Would you have r e c a l l e d  t h i s  i n c i d e n t ?  

A .  I th ink  t h a t  I would have r e c a l l e d  t h e  gunships 
s e t t i n g  down. 

Q Well, t h i s  d i d  n o t  occur  a t  t h e  same t i m e .  

A .  I d o n ' t  r e a l l y  know i f  I saw THOMPSON go i n t o  
Quang Ngai, cause normally I flew t h e  a i r c r a f t  t h e  ma jo r i ty  
of t h e  time. I f  we ever  g o t  a mission t h a t  was f a i r l y  s a f e ,  
t h e r e  was no r e a l  t h r e a t  of f i r e ,  I ' d  g ive  t h e  a i r c r a f t  t o  
t h e  c o p i l o t  and I ' d  r i d e  back, and most of t h e  c o p i l o t s  w e r e  
f a m i l i a r  enough with t h e i r  opera t ions  t o  c a r r y  it o u t  wi thout  
any a s s i s t a n c e .  Radio c a l l s  and a l l  t h i s ,  I would make no 
r a d i o  c a l l s ,  I would j u s t  deadhead it over i n  t h e  r i g h t  seat. 

Q I b e l i e v e  you ind ica ted  i n  your e a r l i e r  testimony, 
going back t o  t h e  Shark i n c i d e n t  a t  po in t  2 ,  t h a t  you r e c a l l  
them f i r i n g  t h e r e  and t h a t  they f lew t o  t h e  south.  Is t h a t  
what you meant t o  say ,  o r  d i d  they go north? 

A.  They d i d n ' t  work south.  I must have meant north.  

Q. On t h e  nor th  s i d e  of 521. Do you remember be ing  
p r e s e n t  i n  t h e  a r e a  when t h e  i n f a n t r y  was picked up o f f  H i l l  
85? Do you remember when t h e  rounds were detonated on H i l l  
85? 

A .  I t h i n k  I was t h e r e .  Char l ie -Char l ie  came on 
overhead and t o l d  them t o  go away. I remember t h a t ,  and 
it turned o u t  n o t  t o  be such a b i g  explosion anyway. 

Q. Were t h e  i n f a n t r y  withdrawn very s h o r t l y  the re -
a£t e r ?  

A .  I c a n ' t  remember see ing  any "animals" l i f t e d  o f f  
t h e  h i l l .  

Q. What e l s e  do you r e c a l l  doing while you were a i r ­
borne dur ing  t h i s  day t h a t  we have not  d iscussed ,  o r  what d o  
you r e c a l l  see ing  t h a t  day t h a t  we have n o t  d iscussed?  For 
ins t ance ,  d i d  you s e e  any more dead? 
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A. 	 No. 

Q - Do you r e c a l l  s ee ing  t h e  f r i e n d l y  i n f a n t r y  a t  any 
t ime? 

A. 	 J u s t  a t  t h e  south  edge of My La i  ( 4 )  ( p o i n t i n g ) .  

Q. 	 You s a w  them h e r e  a t  t h e  south  edge of My La i  ( 4 )  
(po in t ing)? 

A. 	 Y e s .  

Q. 	 Do you r e c a l l  when? 

A. T h a t ' s  t h e  only t ime I can r e c a l l  s ee ing  t h e  
f r i e n d l i e s  t h a t  day. 

Q. 	 They.were moving down t o  p o s i t i o n  2 ?  

A. 	 Y e s .  

Q D o  you r e c a l l  n o t i c i n g  any hindrance t o  v i s i b i l i t y  
i n  your f l y i n g ,  such a s  smoke? 

A.  W e  r a n  i n t o  smoke, i f  I r e c a l l .  
  

Q - Did you s e e  t h e  v i l l a g e  of My L a i  ( 4 )  burning? 
  

A. 	 I can t remember. 

Q. 	 You ind ica ted  t h a t  you saw a r t i l l e r y ?  

A.  Y e s .  
  

Q- You're s u r e  t h a t  it was a r t i l l e r y ?  
  

A. 	  Not p e r f e c t l y  p o s i t i v e .  

Q. 	 You f e e l  t h a t  it w a s  a r t i l l e r y ?  

A. 	 I f e e l  t h a t  I saw a r t i l l e r y .  

Q. 	 Can you i n d i c a t e  where on t h e  a e r i a l  photograph? 

A. 	 I t h ink  it was r i g h t  i n  h e r e  ( p o i n t i n g ) .  

O n  t h e  northwest corner  of t h e  v i l l a g e ?  
Q e  
  

A. 	 Y e s .  
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Q. What made you th ink  it was a r t i l l e r y ?  

A .  I t  looked l i k e  a r t i l l e r y .  

Q. What does a r t i l l e r y  look l i k e ?  

A .  More than  one round a t  a t ime exploding. 

Q .  You saw t h e  a c t u a l  explosions a s  opposed t o  iden ­
t i f y i n g  only  smoke? 

A .  Right. 
 
Q This  was e a r l y  i n  t h e  day? 
 

A .  Ear ly  i n  t h e  day, yes .  

Q. 	 P o s i t i o n  7 i s  marked on t h e  a e r i a l  photograph 
( l a t e r  Exh ib i t  P-178) a s  where he observed what he  thought t o  
be a r t i l l e r y  a t  o r  p r i o r  t o  i n i t i a l  l i f t .  And you saw l a r g e  
groups of people evacuat ing t h e  a r e a ,  o r  d i d  you? 

A .  Y e s .  I ' d  say 200 people between p o s i t i o n  4 ex i t ­
i n g  My Lai i n  t h e  d i r e c t i o n  of p o s i t i o n  4 ,  which i s  t o  t h e  
southwest. 

Q. Did you s e e  any going t o  t h e  e a s t ?  

A.  A few, b u t  n o t  en masse. 

Q. What's a few? 

A .  I'd say  25, n o t  t h a t  many. Most of t h e  people 
e x i t i n g  t h e  a rea  were on t h e  o t h e r  highway. 

Q 	 How about t o  t h e  nor th?  

A .  I d i d n ' t  have a look up t h e r e ,  i f  I remember. 

Q To t h e  west? 

A .  None, because of t h e  i n i t i a l  l i f t .  

Q Most of them were going t o  t h e  southwest o r  t h e  
e a s t  along 521? 

A .  A few going t o  t h e  e a s t ,  most t o  t h e  southwest.  
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Q I understand, and your a c t i v i t i e s  f o r  any p a r t  
of t h e  r e s t  of t h e  day, you do n o t  r e c a l l ?  

A .  I t h i n k  we worked some more around t h e  P i n k v i l l e  
a r e a  and o u t  on t h e  peninsula ,  t h e  Batangan Peninsula .  

Q 	 Do you r e c a l l  s ee ing  any dead o u t  the re?  

A .  	  No. 

9. 	 Any f i r e s  o r  burning? 

A .  Yeah, I th ink  I c a l l e d  up Hel ix ,  o r  Hel ix c a l l e d  
us ,  and we went ou t  t o  t h a t  a r e a  t o  look a t  it. 

Q S i r ,  I th ink  I ' v e  about run you o u t .  Is t h e r e  
anything e l s e  you th ink  we should d i s c u s s ,  o r  anything t h a t  
might be  p e r t i n e n t  t o  t h i s  inqui ry?  

A .  	  No. 

Q. Do you r e c a l l  working i n  t h e  a rea  o r  i n  support  
of Task Force Barker on 17 March? 

A.  	  I d o n ' t  know a t  a l l .  

Q. Is t h e r e  anything t h a t  you would l i k e  t o  say? I 
would l i k e  t o  g ive  you t h i s  oppor tuni ty  t o  say anything t h a t  
you would l i k e  t o  say f o r  t h e  r ecord ,  wi th  r e f e r e n c e  t o  what 
we have d iscussed ,  o r  t h e  i n d i c a t i o n s  on t h e  map, t h e  a e r i a l  
photo, o r  f o r  t h a t  ma t t e r ,  any opin ions  t h a t  you would l i k e  
t o  e n t e r  t h a t  you would l i k e  t o  have made a ma t t e r  of record .  

A. 	 No, t h e  same s ta tement  t h a t  I made i n  t h e  e a r l i e r - ­

Q. 	 ( In te rpos ing)  You s a i d  a l l  you wanted t o  u p s t a i r s ?  

A .  	  Right.  

Q. Could you i d e n t i f y  any photographs of any of t h e  
i n c i d e n t s  t h a t  you've descr ibed here? 

A .  	  Y e s .  

Have you seen t h e  photographs i n  L i f e-magazine? 

A.  I saw two of them and threw t h e  magazine down. I 
d i d n ' t  bother  t o  look a t  them. 
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Q I ' d  l i k e  t o  show you photographs P-26 through 
P-42 and a sk  you i f  you i d e n t i f y  any of  them? 

A. P-26 looks  l i k e  LZ D o t t i e  on t h e  pad. P-27 is  
s h o t  from n o r t h  of  t h e  r i v e r  looking  towards Quang Ngai. 
Photograph P-39 resembles  a scene t o  p o i n t  6 on t h e  a e r i a l  
photograph,  b u t  I c a n ' t  p o s i t i v e l y  say where t h a t  w a s .  P-41 
i s  t h e  a r e a  between My L a i  and number 6 .  

Q. S i r ,  I ' m  s u r e  t h a t  I speak f o r  t h e  g e n e r a l ,  and 
I ' m  s u r e  t h a t  h e ' s  a l r e a d y  s a i d  it. We a p p r e c i a t e  ve ry  
much your coming h e r e  t o  Washington t o  g i v e  u s  t h e  b e n e f i t  
of your knowledge. W e  a p p r e c i a t e  your f o r t h r i g h t n e s s ,  your  
hones ty ,  and your  a t t e m p t  t o  r e c a l l .  I know i t ' s  been 
ve ry  d i f f i c u l t .  

A. W e l l ,  I wish I cou ld  have he lped  more on your 
t iming.  

Q. W e  have given you c e r t a i n  i n fo rma t ion ,  s i r ,  
e s p e c i a l l y  h e r e ,  i n  your d i s c u s s i o n s  w i t h  m e ,  t h a t  i s  n o t  
g e n e r a l l y  known and can  be  cons idered  q u i t e  s e n s i t i v e .  It  
w a s  g iven t o  you i n  t h e  hope t h a t  by s o  do ing ,  w e  could make 
you r e c a l l  more s p e c i f i c a l l y  t h e  f a c t s  t h a t  you have s i n c e  
r e c a l l e d  and which w e  have r e l a t e d  and p laced  on t h i s  aerial  
photo. 

W e  would ask t h a t  you n o t  d i v u l g e  and d i s c u s s  what 
you have hea rd  h e r e  w i t h  o t h e r  i n d i v i d u a l s ,  p r i m a r i l y  because 
of  t h e  s e n s i t i v i t y  o f  i t ,  and a l s o  because w e  a r e  s t i l l  at ­
t empt ing t o  a p p r a i s e  and s o r t  t h e  f a c t s  and p u t  them i n t o  
t h e i r  p roper  p e r s p e c t i v e .  W e  would a sk  your  coope ra t ion  i n  
t h i s  i n s t a n c e  i n  o u r  endeavor,  

Would you o b j e c t  t o  s i g n i n g  t h i s  a e r i a l  photo ­
graph below t h e  p l a c e ?  Then w e  w i l l  a f f i x  it as a permanent 
p a r t  of ou r  r e c o r d  and i n t r o d u c e  it a t  t h i s  t i m e  i n t o  ev i ­
dence as E x h i b i t  P-178. L e t  t h e  r e c o r d  r e f l e c t  t h a t  t h e  
w i t n e s s  s igned  t h e  photograph.  

Is t h e r e  any th ing  else, s i r ?  

A. No, I ' m  s o r r y  I c o u l d n ' t  be  of more a s s i s t a n c e .  

Q You have been of  immeasureable a s s i s t a n c e .  Th i s  
h e a r i n g  is  adjourned . 

(The h e a r i n g  r eces sed  a t  1638 hour s ,  17 January  
1970.) 
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SUMMARY OF TESTIMONY 

WITNESS: COLBURN, Lawrence M. 

DATE OF TESTIMONY: 20 December 1969 

PLACE OF TESTIMONY: Pentagon 

WITNESS SUSPECTED OF: N/A 

COUNSEL: None 

DUTY ASSIGNMENT ON 16 MARCH 1968: 123d Aviation Ba t t a l i on ,  
Warrant Of f i ce r  THOMPSON'S doorgunner. 

1. PRIOR TRAINING I N  RULES OF LAND WARFARE. 

Exhib i t  D-7, 11 th  In fan t ry  Brigade Regulation 525-1, 
da ted  20 January 1968 was en te red  i n t o  t he  record.  The 
conten ts  of D-7 were genera l ly  understood by the  wi tness '  
u n i t  (pg. 55) .  

2 .  ASSAULT ON MY LA1 . 
a. Combat ac t ions  and observat ions .  -

COLBURN flew i n  an OH-23 p i l o t e d  by Warrant 
Of f i ce r  THOMPSON (pg. 4 ) .  S p e c i a l i s t  Four ANDREOTTA was 

. the c r e w  c h i e f .  They were accompanied by t w o  gunships 
(pg. 4 ) .  I n i t i a l l y  they reconned *e a rea  south of My 
Lai ( 4 )  (pg. 5)  . They were f l y i n g  low-level=-as low a s  
s i x  t o  e i g h t  f e e t  (pg. 36) .  A VC with  a pack and carb ine  
was engaged (bu t  success fu l ly  evaded) on the  o t h e r  s i d e  of 
t h e  highway (pgs. 5 ,  6) . On returni-ng t o  My Lai ( 4 )  , they 
saw dead and wounded c i v i l i a n s  l y i n g  along t h e  road and 
t r a i l6  ad jacen t  t o  t h e  hamlet (pg. 7 ) .  COLBURN marked 
t h e i r  locations on Exhib i t  P-1 (pg. 8 ) .  This was en te red  
as Exhib i t  P-55 (pg. 56) . There were four  groups of dead 
and wounded (pg. 9 ) .  Smoke was popped t o  mark t h e  wounded 
(pg. 1 0 ) .  N o  color s i g n a l  technique w a s  being u t i l i z e d  
(pg. 3 7 ) .  Hootches were burning i n  t he  v i l l a g e  (pg. 10). 
The i n f a n t r y  was moving w e s t  t o  e a s t  through My Lai ( 4 )  
(pg. 16) . No ground t o  a i r  f i r e  ' w a s  being received (pg.11). 
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b.  THOMPSON'S l and ing  by t h e  d i t c h .  

THOMPSON landed t h e  a i r c r a f t  east  o f  t h e  hamlet  
a d j a c e n t  t o  a d i t c h  r e p l e t e  wi th  dead and wounded Vietnamese 
because he  n o t i c e d  so= were a l i v e  and moving (pg. 13) . 
None of t h e  people appeared t o  be  m i l i t a r y - a g e  males (pg. 13) . 
They appeared t o  have been Ihfthwith automat ic  weapons f i r e .  
Some of  t h e  a i r c r a f t  were equipped wi th  miniguns (pg. 5 0 ) .  
ANDREOTTA had seen  someone f i r i n g  i n t o  t h e  d i t c h  (pg. 1 4 ) .  

c. MEDINA shoo t ing  t h e  woman. 

They ascended and f lew around t h e  v i l l a g e .  Near 
a d i t c h  he saw a c a p t a i n  wi th  t h r e e  o r  f o u r  men (pg. 1 4 ! .  
F ly ing  a t  an a l t i t u d e  of s i x  t o  e i g h t  f e e t ,  he saw t h i s  
c a p t a i n  walk up t o  a wounded woman who was l a y i n g  prone ,  
k i c k  h e r e ,  and then  shoo t  h e r  w i t h  automat ic  f i r e  whi le  
s t a n d i n g  over h e r  (pg. 1 5 ) .  COLBURN recognized t h e  
i n d i v i d u a l  a s  Captain MEDINA i n  E x h i b i t  P-8 (pg. 59) . 

d.  THOMPSON'S l and ing  by a bunker and e f f e c t u a t i n g  
t h e  e x t r a c t i o n  o f  noncombatants. 

A f t e r  observing MEDINA shoo t  t h e  woman, they  
n o t i c e d  a bunker c o n t a i n i n g  10-12 noncombatants t o  t h e  
e a s t  of  C/1/20. They landed by t h i s  bunker because they 
thought  t h e  i n f a n t r y  would k i l l  t h e  occupants  i f  they  d i d  
n o t  g e t  them o u t  (pg.  1 7 ) .  THOMPSON i n s t r u c t e d  t h e  crew 
t h a t  i f  t h e  i n f a n t r y  f i r e d  on t h e  people i n  t h e  bunker 
whi le  he was t r y i n g  t o  g e t  them o u t  t o  f i r e  back (pg. 1 8 ) .  
THeMPSON went t o  t h e  bunker.  He t a l k e d  w i t h ' a  s h o r t  
America1 s o l d i e r  whom he later desc r ibed  a s  a l i e u t e n a n t  
(pgs.  18, 58) .. The l i e u t e n a n t  t o l d  THOMPSON t h a t  t h e  only  

way t o  g e t  t h e  people o u t  of  t h e  bunker was wi th  a grenade 
(pg. 1 9 ) .  This  conversa t ion  occurred  t o  t h e  i n f a n t r y ' s  
f r o n t  (pg. 1 9 ) .  THOMPSON radioed a gunship which landed 
by t h e  bunker.  The Vietnamese came o u t  and boarded t h e  
gunship a t  THOMPSON'S urging (pg. 2 0 ) .  COLBURN d i d  n o t  
r e c a l l  t h e  gunship l and ing  a second t i m e  (pg. 2 0 ) .  

e. Evacuat ing t h e  small boy. 

A f t e r  evacua t ing  t h e  bunker occupants ,  THOMPSON 
f lew back t o  t h e  d i t c h  and evacuated  a s m a l l  boy. They 
f lew him t o  t h e  h o s p i t a l  i n  Quang Ngai (pg. 2 2 ) .  
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f . Reactions t o  t h e  My La i .  ' ( 4 )  scenes.  

COLBURN was shocked by what he had seen (pg. 43) .  
THOMPSON was angry over t h e  events  and s a i d  t h a t  he was 
going t o  do something about it (pg. 21) .  Many of t he  
wounded they had marked with  smoke were l a t e r  seen dead 
(pg. 21) .  Warrant Off icer  MILLIANS f e l t  t h e  same a s  
THOMPSON (pg. 45) .  

3. INQUIRIES CONCERNING THE ASSAULT. 

a. WATKE-THOMPSON mee'tina a t  LZ Dot t ie  on 16 March. 

They re turned t o  LZ Dottie t o  r e f u e l  before  noon. 
THOMPSON' l e f t  and re turned.  COLBURN did  n o t  remember i f  
anyone went wi th  THOMPSON. THOMPSON had previously  
mentioned t h a t  he w a s  going t o  immediately r e p o r t  what he 
had seen to. Major WATKE (pgs. 22-24) . 

b. THOMPSON-COLBURN-HENDERSON meeting a t  LZ Dot t ie  
on 1 6  March. 

Af te r  lunch, THOMPSON took COLBURN with  him t o  
t a l k  wi th  Colonel HENDERSON i n  t h e  TOC (pgs. 2 4 ,  31).  
COLBURN w a s  p o s i t i v e  t h a t  t h i s  occurred on 16 March (pgs. 
25, 30) .  Only he and THOMPSON ta lked  with HENDERSON 
(pg. 32) . I n  p r i v a t e  (pg. 32) , COLBURN t o l d  HENDERSON 
about MEDINA shoot ing the  woman, popping smoke on the  
wounded, evacuating the  people from t h e  bunker, t ak ing  the  
c h i l d  t o  t h e  h o s p i t a l ,  and of t h e  dead and wonnded i n  the  
d i t c h  (pgs. 25, 31, 34, 42) .  

HENDERSON d i d  no t  ask.COLBuRN t o  make a w r i t t e n  
s ta tement  (pgs. 25, 3 1 ) ,  nor d i d  he eve r  r e i n t e r r o g a t e  
him (pg. 25) .  No one ever  o f f i c i a l l y  mentioned the  sub jec t  
again (pg. 27) .  COLBURN d i d  no t  t e l l  HENDERSON everything 
t h a t  happened, e .g . ,  t he  confrontat ion with t h e  i n f a n t r y  
(pg. 33) .  He was never t o l d  t o  keep q u i e t  about what he 
had seen (pgs. 28, 39) . 

HENDERSON appeared t o  be i n t e r e s t e d  i n  t h e  f a c t s  
(pg. 43) .  No mention was made of an inves t iga t ion .  
HENDERSON made notes  on what w a s  s a i d  (pg. 47) .  COLBURN 
never heard of anyone i n  h i s  u n i t  questioned f u r t h e r  about 
t h e  My Lai  opera t ion  (pg. 4 4 )  . 
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c. COLBURN 's i d e n t i f  icat io 'n o'f HENDERSON. 

On h i s  own v o l i t i o n ,  COLBUFW s p e c i f i c a l l y  named 
HENDERSON a s  t he  colonel  he t a lked  with a t  LZ Dot t ie  on 
16 March. H e  thought he remembered him t o  be a ' f u l l  
colonel  (pgs. 25 ,  3 0 ) .  On seeing HENDERSON'S photograph 
(Exhibi t  P-50), COLBURN could no t  i d e n t i f y  it a s  Colonel 
HENDERSON (pg. 6 1 ) .  H e  conceded he d id  no t  know 
HENDERSON by s i ~ h t  (pg. 48) .  

4 .  OTHER INFORMATION. 

a.  COLBURN d i d  no t  remember a gunship hovering and 
f i r i n g  south of highway 521 (pg. 2 9 ) .  

b.  COLBURN a r r ived  i n  Vietnam i n  December 1967. He 
became a doorgunner i n  l a t e  February (pgs. 36, 5 5 ) .  

c. An award was presented t o  COLBURN i n  Apr i l  of 
1968 by Lieutenant Colonel HOLLADAY due t o  h i s  ac t ions  
on 16 March (pg. 3 8 ) .  

d. The scenes i n  and around My Lai ( 4 )  were discussed 
i n  lhe u n i t  f o r  a couple of days. The s u b j e c t  was not  
subsequently discussed (pg. 45) .  The witness  d id  not  
remember whanhe discussed it with  e a r l i e r  (pg. 46 ) .  

e .  The witness  had no r e c o l l e c t i o n  of WATKE o r  
HOLLADAY ever  speaking about the  i nc iden t  (pg.- 4 4 ) .  
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EXHIBITS 
 


EXHIBIT 
N m E R, DESCRIPTION ' NOTES PAGES 

I iEntered i n t o  1 ' 
a 525-1 evidence. W i t .  was 

t a m l l l a r  witn lt. 

, ,.,, , 

, L o ~ a t e da t  
g o n t  4 on P-55 

\ .  , 

1 1 $.,Located a t  K T '  

i: : 

' 7  

~ o i n t2 on P-55 
Located a t  
po in t  3 on P-55 
W i t  pointed ou t  
what- could have I 
been the  d i t c h  I 
with the  dead 
and wounded. 

W i t  couad no t  
v. 61 ' 

-1 with  po in t s  1 t h r u  Witness' 8 t 9 t  
P-55 annotated by t h e  w i t  annotat ions  on P-1 86,58

I 
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1969. ) 
(The h e a r i n g  reconvened a t  0902 hour s ,  20 December 

MR WEST: The h e a r i n g  w i l l  come t o  o r d e r .  

RCDR : 
MACCRATE, 

The fo l lowing  persons  are p r e s e n t :  MR WEST, MR 
MR WALSH, COL MILLER, COL WILSON, COL FRANKLIN, 

LTC MAHAFFEY, and MAJ LYNN. 

The n e x t  w i tnes s  i s  M r .  Lawrence M. COLBURN. 

(MR COLBURN was sworn and t e s t i f i e d  a s  fo l lows:  ) 

MR WEST: W e  are going t o  s t a r t  w i thou t  General  PEERS. 
H e  w i l l  be  h e r e  i n  a  few minutes .  

3 unders tand  you a r e  a former member of  t h e  Army. 
Can you t e l l  m e ,  M r .  COLBURN, what your  d u t y  ass ignment  w a s  
on 16 March 1968? 

A. I was a doorgunner on a h e l i c o p t e r  o f  t h e  123d 
Av ia t ion  B a t t a l i o n .  

9. I assume you unders tand  t h e  g e n e r a l  purpose o f  
your  be ing  h e r e .  It i s  t o  d i s c u s s  what has  come t o  be  known 
as t h e  My L a i  i n c i d e n t .  Before w e  g e t  i n t o  any d e t a i l e d  d i s -  
c u s s i o n  of  it though,  Colonel  MILLER w i l l  g i v e , y o u  some i n ­
s t r u c t i o n s ,  some o r i e n t a t i o n .  

COL MILLER: M r .  COLBURN, t h e  S e c r e t a r y  of  t h e  Army and t h e  
Chief of S t a f f  of  t h e  Army j o i n t l y  d i r e c t e d  t h a t  t h i s  i nves ­
t i g a t i o n  be  made, and they  appoin ted  General  PEERS a s  t h e  In-  
v e s t i g a t i n g  O f f i c e r .  General  PEERS i s  t o  i n v e s t i g a t e  and t o  
make f i n d i n g s  and recommendations i n  two major a r e a s :  

(1) t h e  adequacy o f  t h e  p r i o r  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  and 
i n q u i r i e s  i n t o  t h e  My La i  i n c i d e n t  and t h e  review and r e p o r t s  
t h a t  were made w i t h i n  t h e  cha in  o f  command w i t h  r e s p e c t  t o  
what went on a t  PIy L a i  ( 4 )  on 1 6 ,  17 ,  and 18 March 1968, and 

( 2 )  p o s s i b l e  suppres s ion  o f  i n fo rma t ion  by any 
person who had a  du ty  a t  t h a t  t ime t o  r e p o r t  t h i s  informa ­
t i o n  concerning My La i .  
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I t  i s  n o t  t h e  purpose of  t h e  i n q u i r y  t o  go i n t o  
  

eve ry  l i t t l e  t h i n g  t h a t  happened a t  My L a i  ( 4 ) ,  b u t  keep t o  
' 
t h o s e  t h i n g s ,  t h e  r e p o r t i n g  and t h e  suppres s ion  o f  i n fo rma t ion .  

The boa rd ,  General  PEERS, and t h e  r e s t  of us have 
had made a v a i l a b l e  t o  us cop ie s  of s t a t e m e n t s  made by w i t n e s s e s  
a t  p r i o r  t imes .  

Today we a r e  t a k i n g  your tes t imony under o a t h ,  and 
  
a verba t im r e c o r d  w i l l  be k e p t ,  I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  having a re-

p o r t e r ,  we are a l s o  p u t t i n g  t h i s  on t a p e .  
  

. 	. The r e p o r t  i t s e l f  w i l l  be  c l a s s i f i e d  as c o n f i d e n t i a l .  
However, it i s  very p o s s i b l e  t h a t  some o r  a l l  of  t h e  tes t imony 
taken  w i l l  become a  m a t t e r  of p u b l i c  knowledge a t  a l a te r  t i m e .  

You can s e e  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  q u i t e  an a r r a y  of people  
p r e s e n t ,  and I want t o  e x p l a i n  t o  you who some o f  them are. 
I n  a few minutes General  PEERS w i l l  be back,  and I a m  s u r e  you 
w i l l  r e cogn ize  him. A l l  t h e  r e s t  of  us a r e  h e r e .  He has  t h e  
r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  p e r s o n a l l y  f o r  weighing a l l  t h e  f a c t s  and making 
t h e  f i n d i n g s ,  recommendations, and conc lus ions ,  and w e  a r e  h e r e  
t o  a s s i s t  i n  t h e  g a t h e r i n g  of evidence.  

On my l e f t  i s  M s .  MACCRATE and on your l e f t  M r .  
WALSH who a r e  bo th  c i v i l i a n  a t t o r n e y s  who w e r e  made a v a i l -  
a b l e  by t h e  S e c r e t a r y  o f  t h e  Army t o  a s s i s t ,  a d v i s e ,  and counsel  
General  PEERS. On my immediate l e f t  i s  M r ,  WEST who i s  from 
t h e  o f f i c e  of t h e  General  Counsel t o  t h e  S e c r e t a r y  of t h e  Army, 
and myself ,  Colonel  WILSON from t h e  I G ,  Colonel  FRANKLIN, and 
L ieu tenan t  Colonel  MAHAFFEY. A l l  of us may a t  one t ime o r  
another  ask you q u e s t i o n s  today ,  b u t  t h i s  i s  t c  a s s i s t  General  
PEERS. 

I w i l l  r e q u e s t  t h a t  a f t e r  you are done and have l e f t ,  
you no t  d i s c u s s  your  t es t imony b e f o r e  t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  wi th  
o t h e r  peop le ,  i n c l u d i n g  o t h e r  w i tnes ses  f o r  t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  
excep t  as you may be r e q u i r e d  s o  t o  do b e f o r e  a competent ad- 
rninistll.a-i;i.ve, .-..- ox j u d i c i a l  body. are t r y i n gleyisia.ti 	 W ev c ,  

t o  g e t  t h e  tes t imony a s  b e s t  we can from t h e  w i t n e s s e s  as 
 

they  r e c o l l e c t  themselves .  
  


I n  a d d i t i o n ,  I unders tand  t h a t  you are s u b j e c t  t o  
  

an o r d e r  i s s u e d  by t h e  m i l i t a r y  judge i n  t h e  g e n e r a l  cou r t - 


(COLBUFW) 2 	 APP T-31 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 1. 
 


http:rninistll.a-i;i.ve


FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 
 

m a r t i a l  ca se  of  t h e  United S t a t e s  v. Ca l l ey .  Am I c o r r e c t  i n  
t h a t ?  You a r e  aware of  t h e  terms of  t h a t  o r d e r ,  I am s u r e .  Your 
appearance h e r e  i n  no way a f f e c t s  t h a t .  That  i s ,  it i n  no way 
changes t h a t  o r d e r ,  and t h a t  o r d e r  w i l l  s t i l l  apply t o  you. Do 
you have any q u e s t i o n s ?  

A. No, I d o n ' t .  

(COL MILLER withdrew from t h e  hea r ing .  ) 

MR WEST: M r .  COLBURN, how long  were you i n  t h e  s e r v i c e ?  

A.  Three y e a r s .  

Q- This  du ty  t h a t  you had on t h e  1 6 t h  of March, was 
t h a t  your  p r i n c i p a l  du ty  du r ing  t h a t  t ime? 

A. While I w a s  i n  Vietnam, y e s ,  s i r ,  it was. 

Q- Since  t h i s  s o - c a l l e d  My L a i  i n c i d e n t  has  become 
a m a t t e r  of g r e a t  i n t e r e s t  i n  t h e  p r e s s ,  I assume t h a t  you 
have r e a d  a good b i t  of t h e  s t o r i e s  i n  t h e  p r e s s  and watch ­
e d  TV, l i s t e n e d  t o  t h e  r a d i o .  Have you t a l k e d  t h i s  m a t t e r  
o v e r  w i th  any o f  your f r i e n d s  who used t o  be  i n  your  o u t f i t  
when you w e r e  i n  Vietnam about  t h i s  t ime? Did you t a l k  t o  
any of them r e c e n t l y ?  

A.  When I was a t  F o r t  Hood, Texas,  b e f o r e  I knew 
anyth ing  w a s  go ing  t o  happen, I t a l k e d  t o  two f r i e n d s  of  
mine t h a t  were down t h e r e  t h a t  were w i th  t h e  1 1 t h  Brigade.  

Q. This  w a s  b e f o r e  you were d i scha rged?  

A. Righ t ,  s i r .  
  

Q When w a s  t h i s ?  
  

A. June ,  1969. 

Q o  W e l l ,  t h i s  w a s  a c t u a l l y  b e f o r e  t h e  p u b l i c i t y  
broke on it, i s n ' t  i t ?  

A. Yes. 
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Q DO you r e c a l l  who it was t h a t  you spoke t o ?  L e t  
me p u t  it t h i s  way: were t hey  people  who a l s o  had knowledge 
o f  h e  i n c i d e n t ?  

A. No, t hey  d i d n ' t .  They were j u s t  w i th  t h e  1 1 t h  
Brigade o v e r  t h e r e ,  b u t  w i t h .  a d i f f e r e n t  u n i t .  

Q I see. And they  themselves  had no knowledge o f  it. 
Anybody s i n c e  then  t h a t  you have d i scussed  t h e  c a s e  w i th?  

A. No. I d i d  speak t o  Colonel  WILSON. 

Q Y e s ,  I unders tand  t h a t .  Have you spoken t o  any 
o t h e r  i n v e s t i g a t o r s ?  

A. No, I h a v e n ' t .  

Q J u s t  t o  r e f r e s h  your  memory a l i t t l e ,  M r .  COLBURN: 
it has  been 21  months, and I know it has  been a long  t i m e ,  b u t  
w e  have a l a r g e  map o v e r  h e r e  on t h e  w a l l ,  and it has been i n ­
t roduced  i n t o  t h e  r e c o r d  as  E x h i b i t  MAP-1, and it shows t h e  
area of  o p e r a t i o n s  i n  orange.  You can see  where t h e  v i l l a g e  of  
My La i  ( 4 )  i s  marked. There i s  a l and ing  zone o f f  t o  t h e  l e f t  
of it f o r  C/1/20, and a l and ing  zone t o  t h e  e a s t  and a l i t t l e  
sou th  f o r  B/4/3. The ev idence  has  i n d i c a t e d  ve ry  conc lus ive ly  
t h a t  t h i s  combat a s s a u l t  s t a r t e d  about  7: 30 i n  t h e  morning o f  
t h e  16 th  o f  March and t h a t  it was suppor ted  by an aero-scout  
team from t h e  123d. Can you remember who w a s  w i t h  you t h a t  
day? 

A. Aboard my a i r c r a f t ?  

Q Y e s .  

A. Warrant  O f f i c e r  THOMPSON and SP4 ANDREOTTA, who 
w a s  t h e  crew c h i e f .  

Q. And you w e r e  suppor ted  by two gunships?  

A.  Y e s ,  sir.  

Q - Do you r e c a l l  t h e  names of  t h e  p i l o t s  and crews 
i n  t h o s e  gunships?  
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A. NO, s i r ,  I d o n ' t .  

Q You c a n ' t  remember any of them? 

A. N o .  

Q. Do you remember about  what t i m e  it w a s  t h a t  you 
a r r i v e d  i n  t h e  a r e a  t h a t  day? 

A. The ground f o r c e s  had a l r e a d y  been i n s e r t e d  between 
8:00 and 8:30. 

Q - W e  have had tes t imony t h a t  i n i t i a l l y  you scou ted  
t h e  area t o  t h e  sou th  of  t h e  v i l l a g e  of  My Lai  ( 4 ) .  Does t h i s  
f i t  i n  wi th '  your  r e c o l l e c t i o n ?  

A. On t h e  way t o  My L a i  ( 4 ) ?  

Q .  I n i t i a l l y  you made a reconna issance  o f  t h e  a r e a  
s o u t h  of My La i  ( 4 )  , i s  t h a t  r i g h t ?  

A. Y e s .  

Q - Would you d e s c r i b e  t o  us anyth ing  t h a t  you r e c a l l  
t h a t  happened du r ing  t h a t  t ime? 

A. W e  w e r e  f l y i n g  low l e v e l  i n  t h e  bubb le ,  and w e  saw 
what appeared t o  be a V i e t  Cong wi th  a c a r b i n e  and a sma l l  pack.  
W e  went down t o  t r y  and make, a k i l l ,  and I missed him and he 
g o t  away. 

Q H e  g o t  away. Could w e  have an a e r i a l  photograph? 
W e  'have blown up a photograph o f  the a r e a  ( E x h i b i t  P-1) , M r .  
COLBURN, and h e r e  i s  a map 1:25,000 a r e a  (showing t h e  w i t n e s s  
E x h i b i t  MAP-4) . To h e l p  you o r i e n t  y o u r s e l f ,  h e r e  i s  My L a i  ( 4 )  , 
t h e  s t r eam,  h e r e  i s  Highway 521, l i t t l e  t r a i l s .  Does t h a t  
area look f a m i l i a r  t o  you? 

A.  Y e s ,  it does.  

Q Could you i n d i c a t e  about  where it was t h a t  you saw 
t h e  VC s u s p e c t  who g o t  away, i f  it i s  on t h e  photograph? Keep 
i n  mind, t h a t  on t h i s  s c a l e  1 inch  e q u a l s  about  100 me te r s .  
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A. I b e l i e v e  it was on t h e  o t h e r  s i d e  of t h e  highway, 
sir. 

Q. Would you mark it wi th  wi th  a 1 and a c i r c l e ?  

(MR COLBURN marks on t h e  a e r i a l  photo,  E x h i b i t  P-1,  
a s  reques ted .  H i s  anno ta t ions  a r e  l a t e r  t r a n s f e r r e d  t o  a 
c l e a n  a e r i a l  photograph which i s  then  rece ived  i n  evidence  a s  
E x h i b i t  P-55. ) 

A l l  r i g h t ,  can you t e l l  us any o t h e r  t h i n g  of 
importance t h a t  happened whi le  you were making a reconnaissance  
t o  t h e  sou th  of My Lai  ( 4 )  ? 

A. Before w e  n o t i c e d  anything i n  t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

Q. 	 Y e s .  

CC)
A. A s  f a r  a s  enemy a c t i v i t y ?  	  PJ 

Lr; 
Q. That  i s  r i g h t .  Did you s e e  anything unusual  such a s  
r e f u g e e s ,  perhaps ,  running o u t  of  t h e  hamlets? 

UJ 
A. W e  d i d  see people moving along down t h e  t r a i l s  o u t  
of  t h e  v i l l a g e  and a long t h e  highway, c a r r y i n g  household goods 
and baske t s .  They d i d n ' t  seem t o  be i n  any g r e a t  hurry .  They 
w e r e  j u s t  walking down t h e  road. 

Q Could you g i v e  an e s t i m a t e  of t h e  s i z e  of .the group? 

A. They were s c a t t e r e d  i n  groups of about  seven o r  
e i g h t .  Al toge the r  about  15 o r  20 people.  

Q. Is t h a t  a l l ?  	  . 
A. Along t h e s e  t r a i l s .  That  was when w e  f i r s t  came i n .  

Q. Do you r e c a l l  how long you s p e n t  making t h e  recon ­
na i s sance  down i n  the- ­

A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Less than  h a l f  an hour--20 minutes 
perhaps.  

Q I see. During t h i s  pe r iod  was t h e r e  some a c t i v i t y
around H i l l  85 t h a t  you g o t  involved i n ?  

A. When t h e  suspec ted  V i e t  Cong g o t  away, he ran  from 
t h i s  hedgerow here- ­
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Q- ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  The hedgerow a long  t h e  Highway 521? 

A. J u s t  sou-th of -:he liig-hway. A s  f a r  as I can remerilber, 
he r a n  a c r o s s  t h i s  open f i e l d .  We f i r e d  on him and he s tumbled,  
b u t  he g o t  i n t o  some f o l i a g e  on t h e  o t h e r  s i d e .  W e  d i d  r e c e i v e  
f i r e  from him when we t r i e d  t o  g e t  him o u t .  

happen du r ing  t h e  t i m e  t h a t  you were making your  reconna issance  

Q. 
on H i l l  

At t h i s  t i m e ,  
85? 

do you r e c a l l  s e e i n g  any mor ta r  rounds 

Incoming mor ta r  rounds? 

Q- No, j u s t  some i n  p l ace .  

A. No, I d o n ' t .  

Q* O r  a t  any l a t e r  t ime? 

No, I d o n ' t  remember t h a t .  

Q You d o n ' t  r e c a l l  t h a t .  A l l  r i g h t ,  d i d  anyth ing  else 

t o  t h e  sou th  b e f o r e  you moved up over  t h e  hamlet?  

A. W e l l ,  w e  r eques t ed  some f i repower  frgm t h e  gunsh ips ,  
and I t h i n k  t h a t  they  d i d  p u t  some i n t o  t h e  a r e q  where w e  
thought  t h e  VC w e r e .  

Q One of  your  two gunships  o r  bo th?  

A.  I t h i n k  t h a t  it was j u s t  one ,  s ir .  

Q- During t h i s  t ime b e f o r e  you.moved up t o  suppor t  t h e  
t r o o p s  o v e r  My L a i  (4), d i d  you s e e  any dead o r  wounded c i v i l i a n s ?  

A. Y e s ,  a long  t h e  t r a i l s  and a long  t h e  highway. 

Q A l l  r i g h t ,  would you d e s c r i b e  t h a t  p l e a s e ?  

A. W e  f i n i s h e d  t h e  recon sou th  and had s t a r t e d  t o  come 
back i n t o  t h e  a r e a .  W e  saw people  l y i n g  on t h e  road ,  and I 
recognized t h a t  they  were some of  t h e  s a m e  people  we saw on t h e  
way i n .  
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Q- But t h i s  t i m e ,  what d i d  you observe  a c t u a l l y ?  , 

A .  There were dead and wounded l y i n g  a longs ide  t h e  
road.  

Q Lying a long  t h e  road? 

A. Some o f  them r i g h t  on t h e  road.  
  

Q About what t i m e  was t h i s - - j u s t  your b e s t  e s t i m a t e ?  
  

A .  N i n e - f i f t e e n ,  n i n e - t h i r t y .  

Q. Could you mark on t h e  a e r i a l  photograph t h e  p l a c e s  
where you s a w  t h e  bod ie s?  Where t hey  c l u s t e r e d ?  

A. J u s t  on t h e  roads  and t r a i l s ?  

Q. Y e s .  You might u se  a series of numbers. 

A. You mean l i k e  1, 2 ,  3, 4 ?  

Q W e l l ,  f o r  example, i f  you s a w  s e v e r a l  t o g e t h e r  a t  
a p a r t i c u l a r  p o i n t ,  w e  w i l l  g i v e  t h a t  one a p a r t i c u l a r  number, 
and move a long  back toward t h e  v i l l a g e .  Have you marked a 
number 2? 

A.  I marked t h e  number of c i v i l i a n s  t h a t  were there- ­

Q- ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Well ,  w e  w i l l  use  a series of numbers. 
You remember you marked number 1 t o  s t a r t  w i th .  You have a 
p ~ i n tt h e r e  now. Whzt d i d  you s e e  a t  p o i n t  2?  

A. A woman j u s t  on t h e  o t h e r  s i d e  o f  t h e  hedgerow. 

Q Was she  a lone?  

A. Yes. Upon t h e  road t h e r e  was a group of about  seven.  

Q. That  i s  a t  p o i n t  3. Could you t e l l  from looking  a t  
them whether  t hey  w e r e  men, women, o r  c h i l d r e n ?  '" 

A.  Women and c h i l d r e n  and a few males.  They were 
s c a t t e r e d .  
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Q - You have m'arked p o i n t  4 .  What d i d  you s e e  t h e r e ?  

A. A group of about t h r e e  o r  four .  
  


Q Again, were they men, women, ch i ld ren?  
  


A. Yes. 

9 - And they  were s c a t t e r e d  around t h e  v i c i n i t y  of p o i n t
4 along t h e  road? 

A. Mostly l y i n g  on t h e  road and on t h e  t r a i l s  on t h e  
way out .  

Q. This  i s  the  t r a i l  running south from the .hamle t  t o  
the  Highway 521, r i g h t ?  

A. (Nodding a s s e n t )  Do you want me t o  mark it i f  we 
saw any l y i n g  i n  t h e  paddies? 

Q. Yes, anything t h a t  you r e c a l l  t h a t  might he lp  us .  

A. I saw a mother, and a c h i l d ,  and maybe a grandfa ther .  

Q- Poin t  '5 t h e r e  appeared t o  be a mother, c h i l d ,  and 
an e l d e r l y  man? They were what? Lying on t h e  t r a i l ?  

A. Yes. There were o t h e r s ,  bu t  I c a n ' t  p l a c e  where " 

they were on t h i s  photograph. 

Q a  Could you g ive  us j u s t  t h e  genera l  v i c i n i t y ?  Were 
they along t h e  t r a i l ' ,  f o r  example? 

A. Some of them were i n  t h e  paddies .  Most of the  
people t h a t  were dead and wounded were along the  t r i a l .  

Q o  A s  I understand i t ,  you then  moved i n  t o  scout  and 
observe over  My Lai ( 4 ) .  About when d id  you change your s t a t i o n  
t o  go over  My Lai  ( 4 ) ?  You mentioned t h e  time of 9:15 a  moment 
ago. 

A. Well, we j u s t  flew over  t o  check t o  s e e  i f  they were 
t h e r e  o r  not .  Within 15 minutes we were over t h e  v i l l a g e .  
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Q. About when d i d  you p i ck  up s t a t i o n  o v e r  t h e  hamle t  
  
of My La i  (4)? 
 

.A.  N i n e - t h i r t y ,  q u a r t e r - t o - t e n .  

Q. Would you p l e a s e  t e l l  us what you observed a f t e r  t h a t ?  
J u s t  what you r e c a l l  t h a t  you know of your own knowledge. 

A. W e l l ,  t h e r e  were more wounded and dead on t h e  out ­ 

s k i r t s  of  t h e  v i l l a g e  and i n  t h e  v i l l a g e .  And t h e r e  were dead 
  
animals a l l  around. A few o f  t h e  hootches  were burning.  The 
 
wounded people  t h a t  we s a w ,  we popped smoke n e a r  t h e  bodies  
  
s o  we could  t e l l  which people  were s t i l l  a l i v e .  
' 

Q *  That  w a s  when you were working j u s t  t o  t h e  sou th  
of t h e  hamlet?  

A .  J u s t  on t h e  o u t s i d e  o f  t h e  hamlet .  M r .  THOMPSON 
 
wanted t o  h e l p  t h e  wounded people .  
  

Q Do you r e c a l l  any l o c a t i o n s  where you popped smoke? 

A.  . Q u i t e  a b i t .  W e  popped smoke a long  t h e  t r a i l s  and 
 
roads .  
  

Q. Down a long  521? 

A. Y e s .  

Q. And working up toward t h e  hamlet?  

A. Y e s ,  we used q u i t e  a b i t .  

Q I see. A l l  r i g h t ,  h ~ wabout i n  t h e  hamlet  p rope r  
  
now? Would you d e s c r i b e  t o  us what you saw t h e r e ?  S t a r t  a t  
  
t h e  beg inn ing  and j u s t  go through.  
  

A .  There were hootches  burn ing  i n  t h e  v i l l a g e .  Our 
 
f o r c e s  were on t h e  ground. The main t h i n g  I was t r y i n g  t o  
  
do was h e l p  t h e  wounded people .  M r .  THOMPSON w a s  very con­

cerned.  
  

Q • Were you r e c e i v i n g  any f i r e  du r ing  t h i s  pe r iod?  
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A. N o ,  w e  w e r e n ' t .  

Q* Could you t e l l  whether  t h e r e  w a s  a f i r e  f i g h t  go ing  
on on t h e  ground? 

A. There  could  have been.  I t  i s  h a r d  t o  say  from t h e  
a i r .  I 

Q - You could  h e a r  some f i r i n g ,  b u t  you weren ' t  s u r e  
whether  -- w e l l ,  d i d  t h e  f r i e n d l y  t r o o p s  appear  t o  be engaged 
w i t h  an enemy, cou ld  you t e l l ?  

A. W e l l ,  t h e y  were p u t t i n g  o u t  f i r e  i n  c e r t a i n  p l a c e s .  
Some o f t h e m  w e r e  down i n  t h e  padd ie s ,  keep ing  down and s o  on. 
There could  have been s n i p e r  f i r e .  

Q- J u s t  go ahead,  p l e a s e ,  and t e l l  us t h e  t h i n g s  you 
observed.  

A. W e l l ,  M r .  THOMPSON saw a bunker w i th  some Vietnamese. 
And w e  saw t h a t  t h e  ground f o r c e s  w e r e  coming toward them-­

Q. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Before  you g e t  t o  t h a t ,  w e  have had 
o t h e r  t es t imony t h a t  i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  M r .  THOMPSON observed some 
o t h e r  t h i n g s  p r i o r  t o  t h a t  t ime.  He spoke of  a d i t c h  wi th  
wounded and dead people  i n  it. And i n  your  p r i o r  tes t imony t o  
Colonel  WILSON, you a l s o  d e s c r i b e d  t h a t .  Could you s p o t  t h e  
l o c a t i o n  of  t h a t  d i t c h  on t h e  photograph? 

A. I a m  n o t  s u r e .  

Q For  example-­

COL FRANKLIN: ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  M r .  COLBURN, w e  have two ob l ique  
photographs o f  t h e  a r e a  and i f  you w i l l  look a t  t h e s e ,  perhaps  
t h e y  w i l l  b e  o f  a s s i s t a n c e .  

MR WEST: The w i t n e s s  i s  look ing  a t  ~ x h i b i t sP-45 and P-46. 

A.  There  i s  a l o t  of  f o l i a g e .  I c a n ' t  remember t h e  
s p o t  where t h e  d i t c h  was. 

( A f t e r  l ook ing  a t  E x h i b i t  P-46) Th i s  could  have 
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been t h e  d i t c h  h e r e ,  b u t  I d o n ' t  remember-­

MR WEST: ( In te rpos ing)  Well, t h e  p i c t u r e  was taken l a t e r .  
And those a r e  APC t r a c k s  t h a t  were p ~ ton l a t e r .  

The record w i l l  show t h a t  t h e  wi tness  i s  po in t ing  
i n  t h e  lower r i g h t  quadrant  of Exh ib i t  P-46. 

Do you r e c a l l  t h e  genera l  appearance o f  t h e  d i t c h ?  
Whether t h e r e  were t r e e s  around it o r  brush? 

A.  It had t r e e s  on t h e  o t h e r  s i d e  of it. There wasn ' t  
t o o  much f o l i a g e  because we went i n  on it from t h i s  way. 

Q. You moved i n  on it genera l ly  from-­

A .  ( In te rpos ing)  Well, i f  t h i s  i s  t h e  d i t c h ,  w e  
landed about here.  

Q An open space.  What d i r e c t i o n  from t h e  hamlet would 
you say? 

K7 

A. Southwest of t h e  hamlet. I c a n ' t  r e a l l y  s e e  where 
t h e  ditch--so t h i s  i s  i n  t h i s  a r e a  r i g h t  here .  

Q But it i s  genera l ly  e a s t  of t h e  hamlet, i s  ' t h a t  
c o r r e c t ?  

A .  Yes. 
 

Q I d o n ' t  want t o  suggest  t h i s  t o  you-­
 

A.  ( In te rpos ing)  Well, I c o u l d n ' t  r e a l l y  p i c t u r e  where 
it was. W e  landed i n  t h e  paddies j u s t  west of t h e  d i t c h .  

Q Between t h e  hamlet and t h e  ditch--what appears t o  
be the  d i t c h  on t h e  photograph? 

A. Yes. The crew chief  and I g o t  o u t ,  t h e  crew chief- ­

Q .  ( In te rpos ing)  What d i d  you see  before  you go t  o u t  of 
the- ­

A. ( In te rpos ing)  The d i t c h  was about h a l f  f u l l  of bodies .  
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Q *  Can you e s t i m a t e  t h e  number? 

A. I t  i s  r e a l  ha rd  t o  s a y ,  because they  w e r e  p i l e d  
on t o p  o f  each o t h e r .  I t  could  have been a s  many as 60 t o  70.  

Q Could ,you t e l l  about s e x ,  age ,  t h e s e  t h i n g s ?  

A. Old women, young women, young c h i l d r e n ,  b a b i e s ,  t eenage  
c h i l d r e n ,  o l d  men--I d i d n ' t  s e e  any d r a f t - a g e  males.  

Q e  What w a s  t h e i r  cond i t i on?  Were they  a l l  dead? 

A. Some were dead. Some were wounded. And some 
were s t i l l  moving. 

Q =  . A l l  r i g h t ,  go ahead,  p l e a s e ,  and d e s c r i b e  what 
happened n e x t .  

A. Well,  b e f o r e  w e  l anded ,  t h e  crew c h i e f  n o t i c e d  t h a t  
some of t h e  people  w e r e  s t i l l  i n  t h e  d i t c h  a l i v e ,  s o  M r .  THOMPSON 
landed  t h e  s h i p  about h e r e ,  w e s t  of t h e  d i t c h ,  about  20-­

Q. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Now, b e f o r e  you proceed any fu r the r - ­

A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  I t  w a s  very  c l o s e  t o  t h e  d i t c h  no t  
more than  1 0  meters, maybe less. 

Q - Now, w e  have t h a t  t es t imony from M r .  THOMPSON t o  
t h e  e f f e c t  t h a t  you landed nea r  t h i s  d i t c h  tw ice .  Now, t h e  
f i rs t  t i m e  you landed a t  t h e  d i t c h ,  do you r e c a l l  s e e i n g  a 
s o l d i e r  i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  of  t h e  d i t c h ?  

A. Y e s ,  I do. 

9. Would you d e s c r i b e  t h a t ?  

A. I j u s t  remember s e e i n g  him t h e r e .  I know what you 
are t a l k i n g  about ,  b u t  I d i d  n o t  see him. The c r e w  c h i e f  saw 
him. Are you t a l k i n g  about  t h e  s o l d i e r  t h a t  k i l l e d  t h e  c h i l d ?  

Q - W e l l ,  t h e r e  has  been tes t imony t h a t  t h e r e  was a 
s o l d i e r  s t a n d i n g  a t  t h e  edge of  t h e  d i t c h  w i t h  a M-16, and he 
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po in ted  it i n t o  t h e  d i t c h .  This  was t h e  i n c i d e n t .  Could you 
t e l l  what you know of t h i s ?  

A. I d idn '  t s e e  anyone f i r e  i n t o  t h e  d i t c h .  I was 
on the  right-hand s i d e  of t h e  a i r c r a f t .  The crew ch ie f  d i d  
s e e  it. I heard him say t o  M r .  THOMPSON t h a t  t h e r e  w a s  a 
s o l d i e r  f i r i n g  i n t o  t h e  d i t c h .  

Q - What w a s  t h e  name of  your crew c h i e f ?  

A. S p e c i a l i s t  ANDREOTTA. 

Q- Was t h e r e  any conversat ion between M r .  THOMPSON 
and t h e  s o l d i e r  p r i o r  t o  t h i s  t ime? 

A. I d o n ' t  know i f  it was t h e  same s o l d i e r  t h a t  w a s  
f i r i n g  i n  t h e  d i t c h .  

Q You d o n ' t  r e c a l l  then? 

A. No, I do remember something. I th ink  it was a f t e r  
we landed t h e r e  t h e  f i r s t  time. W e  flew around t h e  v i l l a g e ,  
and t h e r e  were ground fo rces  walking along t h e  d ike .  And I 
s a w  cap ta in  ba r s  on t h e  man's helmet. 

Q Could you t e l l  us--there was a cap ta in  t h e r e  and 
some s o l d i e r s ?  

A. Yes, t h e r e  were t h r e e  o r  four  men with him. They 
passed a wounded woman l y i n g  j u s t  o f f  t h e  s i d e  of t h e  d ike  
on t h e  paddy. She was wounded i n  t h e  c h e s t  o r  t h e  stomach, b u t  
she  was s t i l l  a l i v e .  

Q Do you th ink  t h a t  you could l o c a t e  t h a t  dike on t h e  
a e r i a l  photograph? The approximate area?  

A .  I c a n ' t  be p o s i t i v e .  \I 

Q = Do you th ink  t h a t  you could even f i x  t h e  genera l  
l o c a t i o n ?  I r e a l i z e  it i s  d i f f i c u l t  f l y i n g  around i n  a h e l i ­
copter  t o  g e t  o r i e n t e d .  
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A. With a number 6? 

Q - Whatever t h e  n e x t  number i s .  (Witness p l a c e s  number 6 
on a e r i a l  photo. )  She was o u t  i n  t h e  paddy. Now, when you ob­
s e rved  t h i s ,  were you hover ing  overhead? 

A. Y e s ,  w e  were. W e  w e r e  6 o r  8 f e e t  o f f  t h e  
ground. 

Q - How could  you t e l l  she  w a s  s t i l l  a l i v e ?  

A. She w a s  moving h e r  arms and h e r  l e g s .  

Q What d i d  t h e  c a p t a i n  do? 

A. ' I t h i n k  he k icked  h e r  once.  H e  t u r n e d  h e r  over  o r  
something. I t h i n k  he f i r e d  on au tomat ic .  

Q e  With what? 

An M-16. 

About how f a r  away was he  t hen?  

From t h e  woman? 

Y e s .  

P o i n t  b lank.  S tanding  r i g h t  over  t h e  t o p  of h e r .  

Q- Before  he  f i r e d  a t  h e r ,  what was she  do ing ,  any th ing?  
Could you t e l l ?  

A. I d o n ' t  know i f  she  w a s  aware of  much. She was moving 
and she  w a s  b l e e d i n g  bad ly .  

Q. Was she  t h r e a t e n i n g  him i n  any way, g e s t u r i n g ?  

A. No, s h e  w a s  j u s t  l y i n g  on t h e  ground. 

Q Did t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  l a n d  a t  t h i s  t ime? I mean i m ­
media te ly  a t  t h e  t i m e  you saw t h e  c a p t a i n ?  

A. I c a n ' t  remember. 
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Q. P lease  go ahead and t e l l  us what happened next .  

A. One of our  gunships came down and-­

Q. ( In te rpos ing)  You d i d n ' t  know what t h e  conver­
s a t i o n  was-­

A. ( In te rpos ing)  M r .  THOMPSON t o l d  me about t h e  
conversat ion.  

Q. What d id  M r .  THOMPSON say? 

A. H e  s a i d  t h a t  he asked him, "How would you g e t  
t h e  people o u t  of t h e  bunker?" The l i e u t e n a n t  t o l d  him t h e  
only way he knew t o  g e t  them o u t  was with a grenade. That 
i s  what M r .  THOMPSON t o l d  us. 

Q- Was t h a t  a l l  of t h e  conversa t ion  t h a t  he re ­
por ted?  

A. That i s  a l l  t h a t  he t o l d  us .  

Q- M r .  COLBURN, could you t e l l  us where t h e  con­
v e r s a t i o n  took p lace  between M r .  THOMPSON and t h e  s o l d i e r ,  
i n '  r e fe rence  t o  t h e  per imeter?  Were they i n  f r o n t  of t h e  
per imeter?  I n  back of i t ?  Where i f  you r e c a l l ?  

A. I n  f r o n t  of t h e  per imeter .  

Q. So t h a t  would be a l i t t l e  f u r t h e r  e a s t  than t h e  
per imeter?  

A. Yes. 

Q. A l l  r i g h t ,  t e l l  us what happened next .  

A. Well, one of our  gunships came down-­

Q. ( In te rpos ing)  How d id  you g e t  him down? 

A. M r .  THOMPSON used t h e  r ad io .  
  

Q He had t o  come back t o  t h e  s h i p ,  d i d  he? 
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A. Y e s ,  and-­

Q. ( In t e rpos ing ) '  Where d i d  t h e  gunship l and ,  i n  
r e f e r e n c e  t o  t h e  H-23? 

A. I n  r e f e r e n c e  t o  t h e  23? 

Q Y e s .  

A. North, n o r t h  o f  us.  

Q- Was he  anywhere nea r  t h e  bunker? 

A. F a i r l y  c l o s e  t o  t h e  bunker.  

Q. Okay, what happened nex t?  

A.  M r .  THOMPSON went over  t o  t h e  bunker and motioned 
t o  t h e  people t o  come o u t .  H e  f i n a l l y  g o t  them t o  come o u t  
and took them t o  t h e  gunship.  

Q. We have tes t imony from o t h e r  w i tnes ses  t h a t  t h e r e  
w e r e  two t r i p s  of  t h e  gunship.  Does t h a t  f i t  i n  w i t h  your 
r e c o l l e c t i o n ?  

A .  W e l l ,  t h e r e  were probably a  dozen people ,  s o  t h e r e  
had t o  have been two t r i p s .  

Q. You don t r e c a l l  it s p e c i f i c a l l y  y o u r s e l f ?  

A.  I j u s t  remember t h e  gunship coming down t h e  
f i r s t  t ime.  

Q Do you r e c a l l  who w a s  t h e  p i l o t ?  

A. The p i l o t s  changed eve ry  day. 

0 . What were t h e  ground t roops  doing a t  t h i s  t ime?  

A.  They were j u s t  watching.  

Q They j u s t  s tfayed i n  p l a c e ?  They d i d n ' t  do any­
t h i n g ?  

A. They d i d n ' t  open f i r e .  
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Q. What happened a f t e r  t h e  people  were a l l  l i f t e d  
o u t ?  

A. Well ,  M r .  THOMPSON came back t o  t h e  s h i p  and 
t o l d  us what had happened. 

Q Was t h i s  t h e  t i m e  t h a t  he t o l d  you about  t h e  
conve r sa t ion  he had? 

A. Y e s ,  when he came back t o  t h e  s h i p .  

Q- What k ind  of  mood was M r .  THOMPSON i n  then?  

A. Q u i t e  angry. 

Q - You c a n ' t  r e c a l l  any th ing  else t h a t  he s a i d ?  

A. H e  t o l d  us t o  remember what happened t h a t  day. 

H e  t o l d  us t h a t  t h i s  was n o t  going t o  be t h e  end of i t ,  t h a t  

he  was going t o  do a l l  he could  t o  f i n d  o u t  why t h i s  happen­

e d ,  t h a t  he d i d n ' t  c a r e  i f  it c o s t  him h i s  wings--his av i ­ 

a t i o n  wings. He w a s  going t o  do something about  what had 

happened. 


Q. Anything e l s e ?  What was your  impress ion  a s  t o  

what had d i s t u r b e d  him t h e  most? Was it t h e  d i t c h ?  Perhaps 

s e e i n g  t h e  people  i n  t h e  d i t c h ,  o r  some of  t h e  o t h e r  t h i n g s  

t h a t  had gone on be fo re?  


A. W e l l ,  f i r s t  o f  a l l ,  when we had s t a r t e d  popping 

smoke on t h e  ground,  I remember t h i s  one woman on t h e  o t h e r  

s i d e  of t h e  tree l i n e ,  sou th  of  t h e  highway ( p o i n t i n g  t o  

p o i n t  2 on a e r i a l  photo)  . I remember w e  f lew o v e r ,  and she 

w a s  a l i v e ,  and she was j u s t  crouched down i n  t h e  g r a s s  on t h e  

o t h e r  s i d e  o f  t h e  highway. And when w e  came back ove r  a g a i n ,  

s h e  was dead. Some of t h e  bod ie s  t h a t  w e  had popped smoke 

on, when we came back through t h e  a r e a ,  t hey  w e r e  dead. They 

were a l i v e  when w e  l e f t .  


Q. When you gave a s t a t e m e n t  t o  Colonel  WILSON, which 

was sometime back on t h e  19 th  of  June of  t h i s  y e a r ,  you t a l k - '  

e d  about  t h i s  and you s a i d  t h i s ,  "Every person  t h a t  we d i d  

pop smoke on,  t h e  infantrymen went ove r  and i f  t hey  were 

s t i l l  a l i v e ,  t hey  k i l l e d  them. " I wondered, d i d  you s e e  t h i s  

occur?  
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A. I j u s t  s a w  them a l i v e  when w e  popped t h e  smoke, 
and they  w e r e  dead when w e  came back. I d i d  n o t  see anyone 
s h o o t  them e x c e p t  f o r  t h e  c a p t a i n .  

9- A f t e r  M r .  THOMPSON came back,  what fo l lowed 
n e x t ?  

A. W e  evacua ted  a c h i l d  from t h e  d i t c h ,  

Q - You took o f f  from where you w e r e - ­

A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  W e  took o f f  from where w e  l anded  
n e x t  t o  t h e  bunker. The c r e w  c h i e f  s a i d  t h a t  t h e r e  w e r e  
s t i l l  people  a l i v e  i n  t h e  d i t c h ,  s o  M r .  THOMPSON wanted t o  
go back o v e r  t h e  d i t c h .  W e  went back ove r  t o  t h e  d i t c h  and 
landed i n  about  t h e  same p lace .  The crew c h i e f  and I g o t  
o u t  and went down t o  t h e  d i t c h .  The crew c h i e f  p i cked  up 
a l i t t l e  boy and gave him t o  m e ,  and w e  took him down t o  
t h e  sh ip '  and evacua ted  him. 

Q - A l l  r i g h t .  Did you cont inue  t h e n  your  recon ­
na i s sance  i n  suppor t  of  t h e  u n i t  o r  w a s  t h a t  t h e  end of  
your  miss ion?  

A.  W e l l ,  w e  took him back t o  t h e  h o s p i t a l .  I d o n ' t  
remember where it w a s .  I t  was an ARVN h o s p i t a l .  

Q W e  have tes t imony t h a t  t h i s  w a s  a t  Quang Ngai. 
What happened nex t?  

A. I d o n ' t  remember i f  w e  went back t o  t h e  area. I 
remember w e  were g e t t i n g  low on f u e l .  

Q. I b e l i e v e  you d i d  go back t o  LZ Do t t i e .  Can 
you f i x  t h e  t i m e  about  when you p icked  up t h e  c h i l d  and 
took him t o  t h e  h o s p i t a l ?  Was it be fo re  noon, f o r  example? 

A. Y e s ,  it w a s  b e f o r e  noon. 

Q S t i l l  du r ing  t h e  morning? 

A. Y e s .  

Q. W i l l  you d e s c r i b e  t hen  what happened a f t e r  you' 
l e f t  t h e  s t a t i o n - - a f t e r  you l e f t  t h e  v i l l a g e ?  You took t h e  
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c h i l d  t o  t h e  h o s p i t a l  and what happened a f t e r  t h a t ?  This 
is  s t i l l  on t h e  16th  of March. 

A. We went back t o  t h e  LZ, LZ D o t t i e ,  landed a t  
t h e  r e f u e l i n g  p o i n t  and r e f u e l e d  and landed t h e  s h i p  a t  the  
he l ipad .  I t  had n o t  been blacktopped o r  anything. We 
were going t o  e a t  t h e  noon meal, and I th ink  t h a t  it was 
before  I a t e  t h a t  M r .  THOMPSON asked me i f  I wanted t o  
make a s ta tement  t o  Colonel HENDERSON, who was a t  LZ Dot t ie  
a t  t h a t  t ime. M r .  THOMPSON and I went and saw Colonel 
HENDERSON, and I t o l d  h i m  what had happened. 

Q I want t o  d i scuss  t h a t  p o i n t  a l i t t l e .  We have 
had testimony t h a t  M r .  THOMPSON went t o  s e e  Major WATKE. Do 
you know who Major WATKE i s ?  

A. I b z l i e v e  he was b a t t a l i o n  commander over  t h e r e  
of the  123d Aviation B a t t a l i o n ?  

Q- Could he have been a company commander? 

A. Well, company commander, yes ,  of t h e  aero-scout 
company. 

Q Bravo. I t  i s  r e a l l y  c a l l e d ,  I guess ,  t h e  aero-
scou t  company, i s n ' t  i t ?  

A. (Nodding a f f i r m a t i v e l y )  I remember M r .  THOMPSON 
l e f t ,  b u t  I d o n ' t  know where he went. 

Q - Was t h i s  before  he t a l k e d  t o  you about making 
a s ta tement?  

A. Yes. 

Q He went somewhere and came back? 

A. Yes. 

Q Did anybody go with him? 

A. I d o n ' t  remember. 

MR MACCRATE: Did he say t h a t  he was going t o  r e p o r t  t h e  mat­
t e r  when he went away? 
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A .  W e l l ,  he t o l d  us when w e  w e r e  i n  t h e  area, that 
as soon as he g o t  back he w a s  going t o  r e p o r t  it. 

MR WEST: ,Did he say  who he w a s  going t o  r e p o r t  it t o ?  

A. . Major WATKE . 
Q. Major WATKE? 

A. Y e s .  
  

Q Now, .you r e c a l l  t h a t  yourse l f - - I  f i r s t  mentioned it-­


A. ( ~ n t e r p o s i n g )  Y e s ,  I remember him say ing  t h a t .  

Q So, it w a s  a f t e r  t h i s  t h a t  he d i d  go o f f  someplace 
and come back. Was t h i s  then t h e  t i m e  t h a t  he s a i d  something 
about your t a l k i n g  t o  Colonel HENDERSON? CrS 

LC2 
m 

A. Y e s .  

Q. A l l  r i g h t ,  p l e a s e  go ahead. You s a i d  you made a 
 
r e p o r t  t o  Colonel HENDERSON. Where d i d  t h i s  t a k e  p l ace?  LP) 
 

A. LZ Do t t i e .  
  

Q DO you remember t h e  p a r t i c u l a r  p l ace?  
  

A .  I t h i n k  it w a s  t h e  same b u i l d i n g ,  o r  bunker,  o r  
whatever it w a s ,  where they had been i n t e r r o g a t i n g  p r i s o n e r s .  
I t  w a s  on LZ Dot t i e .  

Q Was it around noon? 

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q Was anybody wi th  you when you t a l k e d  t o  Colonel 
HENDERSON? 

A. M r .  THOMPSON took m e  up t h e r e ,  b u t  I t a l k e d  t o  
Colonel HENDERSON alone.  

( I 0  e n t e r s  t h e  hea r ing  room.) 
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Q. 	 A r e  you s u r e  t h i s  happened t h a t  same day,  t h e  16 th?  

A. 	 Y e s ,  s i r ,  t h e  very same day. 

0- W i l l  you p l e a s e  t e l l  us what you t o l d  Colonel  
HENDERSON and what he s a i d  t o  you? 

A. I d i d n ' t  s t a t e  t o o  much. I t o l d  him t h a t  t h e r e  
w a s  t h e  k i l l i n g  of c i v i l i a n s  and innocen t  people .  I t o l d  
him about t h e  d i t c h .  H e  d i d n ' t  say t o o  much t o  me. He 
wro te  something down, b u t  I d i d n ' t  s e e  what it was.' 

Q Did you r e c a l l  what he  wrote  on,  a p i e c e  of p a p e r ,  
a notebook? 

(Witness shakes  head n e g a t i v e l y . )  

About how long  d i d  your conve r sa t ion  l a s t ?  

A. No more than  10 minutes .  
  

Q D i d  you t e l l  him about  s e e i n g  t h e  c a p t a i n ?  
  

A. 	 Y e s ,  I d i d .  

About t a k i n g  t h e  people  o u t  of t h e  bunker? 

I d o n ' t  remember i f  I t o l d  him t h a t .  

Q. 	 What about  popping smoke on t h e  wounded? 

A.  Yes. 
 

Q- Did he  ask you t o  make a w r i t t e n  s t a t emen t?  
  

A. No, he  d i d n ' t .  
  

Q = D i d  you e v e r  t a l k  t o  him aga in  a f t e r  t h i s ?  
  

A. 	 No, I d i d n ' t .  

Q a  What t i m e  d i d  you nex t  s e e  Major WATKE--wait 
a minute ,  I am n o t  s u r e .  Did you e v e r  s e e  Major WATKE t h a t  
day? 

A. 	 No, I d i d n ' t .  
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Q. What happened a f t e r  you t a lked  t o  Colonel HENDERSON? 

A. I went back down t o  where my s h i p  was and waited 
f o r  t h e  next  mission. 

Q Did you go back t o  My Lai ( 4 )  t h a t  day? 

A.  We were around t h a t  a rea .  

Q Going back t o  Colonel HENDERSON, do you r e c a l l  
whether he was a l i e u t e n a n t  co lonel  o r  f u l l  co lonel?  

A. He was a f u l l  co lone l ,  I th ink .  I th ink  t h a t  
he w a s  a f u l l - b i r d  colonel .  

Q. Had you known him befo re  t h i s  t ime? Had you
recognized him when you saw him? 

A. Y e s .  I had seen him on LZ Dot t i e  before .  

Q - Do you know when he took command of t h e  br igade? 

A. I am n o t  su re .  

Q- Did you a t  any time go with M r ,  THOMPSON t o  
t a l k  t o  Major WATKE about t h i s ?  

A. No, I d i d n ' t .  

Q. Is it p o s s i b l e  t h a t  t h i s  in terv iew you had 
with Colonel HENDERSON could have been a day o r  two l a t e r ?  

A. No, it was t h e  very same day. I had t h e  same 
f a t i g u e s  on-­

Q ( In te rpos ing)  Do you remember i f  it was before  
you had chow o r  a f t e r ?  

A. I think thae i t  was a f t e r .  

Q. Help us t o  f i x  t h e  time t h a t  you t a l k e d  t o  him. 

A. Twelve-thirty o r  one o 'c lock .  
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Q. What about  when you g o t  back t o  Landing Zone 
Dot t ie  and w e r e  o u t  of t h e  h e l i c o p t e r ?  Did you and t h e  
crew c h i e f  t a l k  about  what you had seen?  

A. Yes. 

Q. Do you remember t h e  conve r sa t ion?  

A. W e l l ,  n e i t h e r  one o f  us had seen  anyth ing  
q u i t e  l i k e  it b e f o r e .  

Q. What w a s  your  g e n e r a l  impress ion  of  what was 
happening t h e r e ?  What had happened t h e r e  i n  t h e  hamlet?  

A. I d i d n ' t  r e a l l y  know what was happening.  I 
t h i n k  t h a t  t h e r e  was ano the r  a v i a t i o n  u n i t  o u t  t h e r e  w i t h  
u s ,  the Sharks ,  t h e  174th .  F i r s t  we thought  t h a t  t hey  had 
done t h e  . k i l l i i l g  w i t h  miniguns,  b u t  we never  knew f o r  
s u r e .  A t  l e a s t  I d i d n ' t .  

Q. What made you t h i n k  t h a t  t h e r e  might have been 
some k i l l i n g  w i t h  t h e  miniguns? 

A. W e l l ,  it looked l i k e  t hey  had been k i l l e d  wi th  
an au tomat ic  weapon. 

Q e  Which ones are you t h i n k i n g  about?  Which group 
of people?  

A.  Those a long  t h e  road  and t r a i l s .  

Q. Did you e v e r  t a l k  t o  any of t h e  men i n  C h a r l i e  
Company about  what had happened t h a t  day? 

A. No, I d i d n ' t .  

Q o  Apart  from t a l k i n g  t o  Colonel  HENDERSON, d i d  any- 
one else e v e r  come t o  t a l k  t o  you about  t h e  i n c i d e n t  a s  an 
i n v e s t i g a t i n g  o f f i c e r ,  f o r  example? Did anybody e l s e  t a k e  a 
s t a t e m e n t  from you? 

A. No. 

Q - Was t h e r e  t a l k  i n  your  company o r  rumors going
around l a t e r ?  
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A. You mean about t h e  outcome of- ­

Q ­ ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  What had happened t h a t  day,  yes .  

A. There was t a l k  among t h e  gunners and t h e  c r e w  
c h i e f s .  W e  had t o l d  them what had happened o u t  t h e r e  t h a t  
day, b u t  t h a t  i s  about a l l .  

Q ' 

Q - Did anyone e v e r  adv i se  you a g a i n s t  t a l k i n g  about  
t h e  i n c i d e n t ?  

A. When I t a l k e d  t o  Colonel WILSON. 

Q. I-d o n ' t  mean t h a t .  I mean a t  the t i m e .  Did any­
body eve r  come around and t a l k  t o  t h e  company? 

A. No. 

Q - You weren ' t  t o l d  t o  keep q u i e t  about it then?  

(Witness shakes head nega t ive ly .  ) 

Did you eve r  h e a r  any more about it a f t e r  t h a t  
t ime? About any a c t i o n  t h a t  had been taken because of  t h e  
people  t h a t  w e r e  k i l l e d  t h e r e ?  

A. M r .  THOMPSON and I rece ived  awards f o r  what had 
happened t h a t  day. Then t h e  next  t h i n g  t h a t  happened was 
t h a t  I went TDY t o  s e e  Colonel WILSON. 

Q W e l l ,  you remember you t e s t i f i e d  t h a t  M r .  THOMPSON 
s a i d  t h a t  he was going t o  r e p o r t  th is--do something about t h i s  
even i f  it c o s t  him h i s  wings. A s  f a r  a s  you know, noth ing  
r e a l l y  happened, nobody d i d  anything.  

(Witness shakes head nega t ive ly .  ) 

(The hea r ing  recessed  a t  1014 hours ,  20 December 
1969,)  

(The hea r ing  reconvened a t  1029 hours ,  20 December 
1969.) 

RCDR : A l l  persons p r e s e n t  when t h e  hea r ing  recessed  a r e  
aga in  p resen t .  
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10: M r .  COLBURN, I know t h a t  it i s n ' t  t h e  e a s i e s t  
t h i n g  i n  t h e  world  f o r  L O U  t o  r e c o n s t r u c t  e v e r y t h i n g  you saw 
18 ,  19 ,  20 months ago. And t h i s  i s  r e a l l y  what w e  a r e  ask ing  
you t o  do. One q u e s t i o n  t h a t  was addressed t o  you whi le  I 
w a s  h e r e  had t o  do wi th  s e e i n g  people  sou th  of  Highway 521 who 
had been k i l l e d .  Do you r e c a l l  du r ing  t h e  e a r l y  hours t h e r e  
of  s e e i n g  a h e l i c o p t e r ,  a gunship,  hover  o v e r  some t r e e s  and 
f i r e  on t h e  tree l i n e ?  

A. The sou the rn  s i d e  of  t h e  highway? 

Q. Y e s ,  g e n e r a l l y  j u s t  t o  t h e  sou th  and b a s i c a l l y  
down where you have number 1 and 2 ,  i n  t h a t  a r e a ?  

A. No. 

Q- I t  d i d n ' t  make an impress ion  on your mind i f  you
had seen  a gunship hover?  

A.  I am s u r e  I would have remembered it ,  i f  I had 
seen  a  gunship hover.  

Q On t h i s  m a t t e r  of r e p o r t i n g  t o  a s e n i o r  o f f i c e r ,  
M r .  COLBURN: t o  t h e  b e s t  i n fo rma t ion  w e  have--and we have 
t a l k e d  t o  a goodly number of peop le - - a f t e r  you and M r .  
THOMPSON had r e t u r n e d  t o  LZ D o t t i e  a t  l e a s t  M r .  THOMPSON 
d i d  t a l k  t o  Major WATKE. And word w a s  subsequent ly  passed 
t o  Colonel  BARKER, who, of  c o u r s e ,  commanded Task Force 
Barker .  He w a s  a l i e u t e n a n t  c o l o n e l .  That  t r a n s p i r e d  
n o t  t o o  long  a f te r  you, ANDREOTTA, and THOMPSON had landed 
a t  LZ D o t t i e  a f t e r  t a k i n g  t h e  c h i l d  t o  Quang Ngai C i t y ,  
I b e l i e v e ,  i n  t h e  t i m e  frame of  about 11 t o  11:30 o r  
t h e r e a b o u t s .  W e  have no i n d i c a t i o n ,  t h u s  f a r ,  t h a t  Col­
o n e l  HENDERSON was anywhere n e a r  LZ D o t t i e  a t  t h a t  t ime.  
W e  do know t h a t  a t  a subsequent  t ime- -ac tua l ly  as we have 
r e c o n s t r u c t e d ,  and everybody seems t o  be  i n  agreement wi th  
it, two days l a t e r ;  t h i s  would p u t  it on t h e  18th--Major 
WATKE had t h r e e  people  go up t o  s e e  a f u l l  c o l o n e l  on t o p  
o f  t h e  h i l l  i n  a van. I say  i n  a van,  a c t u a l l y  i n  what 
do they  c a l l  them? The l i v i n g  q u a r t e r s .  I t  has  a  
s p e c i f i c  name--well, l e t ' s  c a l l  it t h e  van. Some o f  t h e  
combat o f f i c e r s  o r  s e n i o r  o f f i c e r s  i n  a combat s i t u a ­
t i o n  have a van provided f o r  l i v i n g  q u a r t e r s .  And it 
p rov ides  a l i t t l e  o f f i c e  and s o  f o r t h  a t  t h e  same t ime 
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al though it could have been o u t s i d e  t h i s  a rea .  This  i s  what 
w e  genera l ly  have a s  regards  t h e  pass ing  on of t h i s  informa­
t i o n .  And it i s  f o r  t h i s  reason t h a t  I would again ask you 
i f  you d i d  r e p o r t  t o  somebody on t h e  16th.  Could it have 
been an l i e u t e n a n t  co lonel  i n s t e a d  of a co lonel?  

A. S i r ,  I am almost p o s i t i v e  t h a t  it was t h e  same 
day, r i g h t  a f t e r  t h e  i n c i d e n t  t h a t  I t a l k e d  t o  Colonel 
HENDERSON. I am n o t  s u r e  of t h e  rank. I a m  n o t  sure--I  
th ink  he was a f u l l  co lone l ,  as f a r  a s  I can remember, sir.  

Q Do you remember t h e  circumstances of going up 
t o  s e e  t h i s  f u l l  co lonel?  

A. M r .  THOMPSON took m e  up the re .  

Q. Y e s ,  who e l s e  went wi th  you? 

A. J u s t  M r .  THOMPSON and myself. 

Q You d o n ' t  remember another  i n d i v i d u a l  be ing  
p resen t?  I f  you went along w i t h  M r .  THOMPSON, would ANDREOTTA 
l ikewise  have accompanie-d you? 

A. I d o n ' t  remember ANDREOTTA coming wi th  us .  

Q. How long d i d  you spend with t h e  colonel?  

A. No more than  10 minutes. 

Q. But it was 10 minutes? 

A. Five o r  t e n  minutes,  r i g h t .  

Q And d id  you t e l l  him everyth ing  t h a t  you had 
seen? ­

A. Y e s .  

Q S p e c i f i c a l l y, would he have known t h a t  you had 
seen a l o t  of c i v i l i a n  bodies ,  noncombatants t h a t  had been 
k i l l e d ?  

A. When I t a l k e d  t o  him? 
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Q m  Yes. 

A. Yes. 

Q. Did you t e l l  -him about t h i s  d i t c h  a rea?  

A. Yes, I d id .  

Q Did you give him an es t ima te  of the  number of 
people you saw dead i n  t h e  d i t c h ?  

A. Yes, I d id .  

Q. What d id  you t e l l  him? 

A.  You mean t h e  es t imated  number of people? 

Q. , Y e s .  

A. Six ty  o r  seventy.  

Q. You gave him a s i z e a b l e  . f igure?  

A. Yes. 

Q. Did he require--did he p lace  you under oa th?  

A. No, he d i d  not .  

Q- Did you w r i t e  out  a s ta tement  of any k ind  a t  t h e  
time? 

A. No, I d i d  not .  

Q - Do you recall whether it was i n  a van, o r  o u t s i d e ,  
o r  i n  t h e  TOC, o r  e x a c t l y  where it was? 

A. I t w a s  i n s i d e .  I t w a s n ' t i n a v a n .  I t h i n k i t  
was i n  t h e  TOC. 

Q - Did you s i t  down, o r  d i d  you s t and  up, or- ­

A. ( In te rpos ing)  I s a t  down. 

Q. Had you been i n  t h i s  TOC before?  
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A. No, I h a d n ' t .  
  

Q DO you know what a TOC looks l i k e ?  
  

A. I t  is  u s u a l l y  a f a i r l y  b i g  bunker.  I t  i s  w e l l  
f o r t i f i e d .  

Q *  Did you see a room about  t h i s  s i z e  w i t h  s e v e r a l  
maps i n  it and q u i t e  crowded c o n d i t i o n s ?  

A. A room s m a l l e r  t han  this. I c a n ' t  remember--I 
remember going down some stairs. 

Q - Do you recal l  whether  it had a me ta l  door  on it 
t h a t  swung open? Did it have a bunk on e i t h e r  s i d e  o r  a 
set tee o f  any v a r i e t y ?  

A. I don 't remember. 
 

Q You are s u r e  t h a t  i t  w a s  a f u l l  c o l o n e l ?  
  

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  

Q And you had gone up from t h e  h e l i p a d  w i t h  Mr. 
THOMPSON? 

A. Y e s .  

MR MACCRATE: When you were speaking  t o  t h e  c o l o n e l ,  w a s  Mr. 
THOMPSON t h e r e ?  

A. No, he took m e  i n t o  t h e  bunker,  or^ whatever  it 
was, and wa i t ed  o u t s i d e  f o r  m e .  The c o l o n e l  and I w e r e  a lone .  

Q. .Do you remember when you f i r s t  met t h e  c o l o n e l ,  
was anyone else t h e r e  a t  t h e  t ime? 

A. There may have been, b u t  t h e y  l e f t .  I c a n ' t  
remember. 

Q. Had M r .  THOMPSON a l r e a d y  spoken t o  t h e  c o l o n e l ?  

A. I donft know. 
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Q. J u s t  t r y i n g  t o  h e l p  you r e c a l l  t h e  s i t u a t i o n ,  w a s  
t h e  c o l o n e l  a sk ing  you q u e s t i o n s  about something t h a t  he had 
a l r e a d y  heard?  Do you r e c a l l  how he went about  f i n d i n g  o u t  
from you about  what had taken p l a c e ?  

A. I d o n ' t  remember him r e a l l y  q u e s t i o n i n g  me. I 
remember j u s t  t e l l i n g  him what had happened. 

Q Do you r e c a l l  any comments of  h i s  when you t o l d  
what had happened? 

A. A f t e r  I t o l d  him? 

Q - While you were t e l l i n g  him e i t h e r  d u r i n g  o r  a f t e r ?  

(Witness shakes  head n e g a t i v e l y .  ) 

Was t h e r e  any  i n d i c a t i o n  t h a t  he might want t o  
speak t o  you aga in?  

A. No. 

Q - O r  t h a t  he  might want you t o  speak t o  someone e l s e ?  

A. No, n o t  t h a t  I remember. 

Q. Do you r e c a l l  i f  you d e s c r i b e d  t h e  l and ings  t h a t  
you made du r ing  t h e  course  of t h e  morning? 

A. I remember I d i d  n o t  go i n t o  it ve ry  deep ly  wi th  
him. I d i d n ' t  t e l l  him e v e r y t h i n g  t h a t  happened. 

Q =  Were t h e r e  some t h i n g s  t h a t  you w e r e  consc ious ly  
a l i t t l e  concerned about a t  t h e  t i m e  and perhaps  n o t  t e l l i n g  
him about?  

A. I d o n ' t  unders tand  you, s i r .  

Q. W e l l ,  f o r  example, you t o l d  us about  how you s t o o d  
o u t s i d e  t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  when it was down on t h e  ground wi th  your 
gun and t h e  cover ing  t h a t  you w e r e  doing a t  t h a t  t ime .  Did 
you-­

A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  I d i d  n o t  t e l l  him t h a t .  

Q. Can you r e c a l l  whether  o r  n o t  you t o l d  him of t h e  
f a c t  t h a t  you had landed? 
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A. I t o l d  him about  M r .  THOMPSON g e t t i n g  t h o s e  
people  o u t  of t h e  bunker.  So I must have t o l d  him t h a t  w e  
had landed.  

Q. That  would have n e c e s s a r i l y  r e q u i r e d  t h a t ,  
wou ldn ' t  i t ?  

A. Y e s .  

Q. Do you remember t e l l i n g  him about  t a k i n g  t h e  
c h i l d  t o  t h e  h o s p i t a l ?  

A. Y e s .  

10: Did you t e l l  him s p e c i f i c a l l y  t h a t  you had gone 
from t h e  bunker a r e a  and had aga in  gone ove r  t o  t h e  d i t c h  
and gone down i n t o  t h e  d i t c h  and picked t h i s  c h i l d  o u t  o f  
t h e  d i t c h  from amongst o t h e r  bodies?  

A. Yes, s i r ,  I b e l i e v e  t h a t  I d i d .  

MR MACCRATE: Did you d e s c r i b e  t h e  c i rcumstances  i n  which 
t h e  c h i l d  had been found? 

A. Y e s .  

Q Do you remember what you t o l d  him about  t h a t ?  

A. Well,  t h a t  t h e  crew c h i e f  had uncovered him. H e  
was underneath h i s  mother I think--or  some female.  

Q. You mentioned t h a t  M r .  THOMPSON t o l d  you t h a t  he 
wanted you t o  remember what happened. Was t h i s  something t h a t  
he  s a i d  t o  you as you were c l imbing back i n t o  t h e  a i r c r a f t  a t  
t h a t  t ime ,  o r  was it back a t  LZ Do t t i e?  

A. I t  was wh i l e  we were i n  t h e  a r e a .  I d o n ' t  remember 
when he  s a i d  it. We were j u s t  f l y i n g  around when he s a i d  it. 

V But t h i s  w a s  something t h a t  you d i d  d i s c u s s  w i th  
M r .  THOMPSON n o t  on ly  a s  you f lew back,  b u t  a l s o  a f t e r  you 
g o t  back t o  LZ D o t t i e ?  

A. I never  d i d  r e a l l y  d i s c u s s  i t  wi th  him, s ir .  H e  
j u s t  t o l d  m e  t o  remember what had happened--me and t h e  c r e w  
c h i e f .  
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Q - When d i d  he  s ay  t h a t  h e  d i d  n o t  c a r e  i f  t h i s  c o s t  
him h i s  wings? 

A. I t h i n k  t h a t  it was r i g h t  a f t e r  w e  watched t h e  
c a p t a i n  k i l l  t h e  g i r l  i n  t h e  paddy. 

Q *  That  he w a s  going t o  do something about  t h i s ?  

A. Yes. 

9- I would l i k e  t o  back up w i t h  you f o r  a few min­
u t e s  i f  I may. When d i d  you j o i n  t h e  Army? 

A. September 11, 1966--September 12 th .  

Q - Can you j u s t  t r a c e  very  q u i c k l y  t h e  du ty  s t a t i o n s  
you had du r ing  t h a t  t ime? 

A. . I took b a s i c  t r a i n i n g  a t  F o r t  Lewis, Washington, 
t h e n  I went t o  .Fo r t  Po lk ,  Louis iana .  From F o r t  Polk I went 
t o  F o r t  S h a f t e r ,  Hawaii. From Hawaii I went t o  Vietnam. 

Q - When d i d  you go t o  Vietnam? Approximately? 

A. E a r l y  December 1967. 

Q How long had you been o p e r a t i n g  i n  t h e  ~ u s c a t i n e  
a r e a ?  

A. I n  t h e  aero-scouts?  

Q. Y e s .  

A. I jo ined  t h e  aero-scouts  i n  February,  l a t e  
February,  I t h i n k  around t h e  25 th ,  b u t  I c a n ' t  be s u r e .  How 
long  b e f o r e  t h i s  i n c i d e n t ?  

Q Y e s .  

A. W e l l ,  from February u n t i l  March. 

9. To t h e  middle of  March. Had you been f l y i n g  var ­
i o u s  mi s s ions  d u r i n g  t h i s  pe r iod?  
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A. 	 Y e s .  

10: What w a s  your  f i r s t  du ty  assignment i n  South 
Vietnam? 

A. I was a c l e r k  a t  t h e  11 th  Brigade.  

Q ~t t h e  1 1 t h  Brigade a t  Duc Pho? 

A. 	 Y e s .  

Q 	 And t h e n  you l e f t  t h e r e  and moved t o  Chu L a i  
as a doorgunner? 

A. 	 Y e s .  

MR MACCRATE: A s  you were f l y i n g  t h a t  day wi th  M r .  THOMPSON, 
he  s a t  i n  t h e  middle ,  and you s a t  t o  h i s  r i g h t ,  and Se rgean t  
ANDREOTTA s a t  t o  h i s  l e f t ?  

A. 	 S p e c i a l i s t .  

Q . S p e c i a l i s t .  And were you s i t t i n g  on a common 
bench? Was it one seat t h a t  you a r e  on? 

A. They are armored seats. I t h i n k  it i s  a l l  one 
s e a t ,  b u t  it has  g o t  t h r e e  cush ions .  

Q So you w e r e  on t h e  r igh t -hand  s i d e  of t h e  a i r ­
c r a f t ?  

(Witness nods a f f i r m a t i v e l y  .) 

You i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  some of  your  obse rva t ions  w e r e  
from as low down a s  8 o r  1 0  f e e t .  You recounted  f o r  us 
a number of i n c i d e n t s  t h a t  you had observed--scenes t h a t  you 
had observed and marked them upon t h e  map. Were t h e s e  obser ­
v a t i o n s  made from low a l t i t u d e s  o r  h i g h e r  a l t i t u d e s .  

A. Low a l t i t u d e s .  While w e  were on reconna issance ,  
w e  always f lew a t  low a l t i t u d e s .  

Q 	 So you were hover ing  very c l o s e  t o  t h e  a r e a ?  

(Witness nods a f f i r m a t i v e l y . )  
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10: W e l l ,  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  t h a t  i s  q u i t e  t h e  proper  word 
t o  say .  I f  '1 may impose h e r e .  A t  t i m e s  you would hover ,  b u t  
a t  o t h e r  t i m e s  you were moving q u i t e  r a p i d l y .  You have s o r t  
of  an a i r b o r n e  jeep  h e r e  i n  t h e  s ense  t h a t  you have t h e  a b i l i t y  
t o  hover ,  b u t  t o  cover  your t e r r i t o r y  you a r e  moving very low. 
This  i s  t r u e ,  b u t  you d o n ' t  hover  a l l  t h e  t ime.  

A.  Yes, b u t  we d i d  hover  ove r  where t h e r e  were bod ie s .  

MR MACCRATE: With r e s p e c t  t o  t h e  smoke t h a t  you dropped,  d i d  
you have any cho ice  of  c o l o r s  t h a t  you used? 

A. No, w e  d i d n ' t .  Choice of  c o l o r s  or- ­ 


Q * ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Did you have any system? 
 

A .  No. There were a l l  d i f f e r e n t  c o l o r s  of  smoke, 
b u t  t h i s  was j u s t  t o  d i r e c t  a t t e n t i o n  t o  something.  

Q- Well,  when you dropped smoke, was t h e r e  any 
communication wi th  your gunships  o r  w i th  t h e  ground? 

A. Both t h e  gunships and t h e .  ground,  I b e l i e v e .  

Q. W e l l ,  who had t h e  communications, would t h a t  be 
M r .  THOMPSON? 

A.  Y e s .  

Q You were n o t  y o u r s e l f  communicating w i t h  other- ­

A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  No, j u s t  M r .  THOMPSON and t h e  c r e w  
c h i e f .  

10:  T h i s  was on intercom? 

A. Y e s .  

MR MACCRATE: When d i d  you f i r s t  l e a r n  t h a t  you had been 
recommended f o r  an award wi th  r e s p e c t  t o  t h i s  e v e n t .  

A.  Well,  I d i d n ' t  know I was going t o  g e t  any th ing  
u n t i l  I g o t  it. I hea rd  about it a week o r  two a f t e r  it had 
happened. 
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Q. A week o r  two a f t e r  it had happened. Do you re­
c a l l  from whom you had heard?  

A. I t h i n k  one of t h e  o t h e r  p i l o t s  t o l d  m e  t h a t  M r .  
THOMPSON w a s  p u t t i n g  i n  t h e  c r e w  c h i e f  and myself .  I d o n ' t  
remember who it w a s .  

Q Can you remember anyth ing  about what w a s  s a i d  a t  
t h a t  time? 

A. No. 

Q. You y o u r s e l f  had no knowledge o r  d i d n ' t  h e a r  any­
t h i n g  from t h a t  t i m e  u n t i l  t h e  award a r r i v e d ?  

NO,  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  so .  

When d i d  you r e c e i v e  t h e  award? DO you r e c a l l ?  

I t h i n k  it was i n  A p r i l ,  b u t  I am n o t  s u r e .  

1968? I t  was t h a t  promptly a f t e r  t h e  even t?  

A p r i l ,  1968. 

Where w a s  it p r e s e n t e d  t o  you? 

Chu L a i  . 
By whom? 

I d o n ' t  remember. I t h i n k  it w a s  a c o l o n e l .  

Do you know Colonel  HOLLADAY? 

Y e s .  

Was it Colonel  HOLLADAY? 
 

I t  may have been. Y e s ,  I t h i n k  it w a s .  
  

10: Was it a t  a command p r e s e n t a t i o n  ceremony? O r  w a s  
it i n  h i s  o f f i c e ?  O r  how w a s  it p resen ted?  

No, it w a s  an awards and deco ra t ions  ceremony. 

(COLBURN) 38 APP T-31 
 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 
 



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 
 

MR MACCRATE: When you came back t o  your b a s e ,  your  base  would 
be a t  Chu L a i  a t  t h i s  tlrne? 

(Witness nods a f f i r m a t i v e l y . )  

And had t h e  c o l o n e l  w i t h  whom you had spoken given 
any i n s t r u c t i o n s  about  t a l k i n g  about t h i s  m a t t e r ?  

A.  I d o n ' t  remember him say ing  any th ing ,  no. 

Q - Did you a t  any t i m e  h e a r  t h a t  you were under any 
r e s t r a i n t  o r  r e s t r i c t i o n  as t o  t a l k i n g  about  t h i s ?  Did any­
one i n d i c a t e  t o  you t h a t  you w e r e  n o t  t o  speak about  t h i s ?  

A. No. 

Q . Did you e v e r  f e e l  t h a t  it w a s  s t r a n g e  t h a t  you 
h a d n ' t  hea rd  anyth ing  more a f t e r  you t o l d  your  s t o r y  t o  t h i s  
c o l o n e l ?  

A. No, I d i d n ' t  e x p e c t  any th ing  t o  happen. 

Q - Why w a s  t h a t ,  M r .  COLBURN? 

A. W e l l ,  I a m  s u r e  it has  happened b e f o r e ,  and I 
a m  s u r e  it has  happened s i n c e  My L a i .  

10: Why do you say  t h a t ?  

A.  W e l l ,  maybe n o t  such a g r e a t  number, b u t  t h e r e  a r e  
c i v i l i a n s  b e i n g  k i l l e d .  

Q - I am s u r e  t h a t  sometimes t h e r e  a r e  c i v i l i a n s  t h a t  
a r e  k i l l e d .  Do you know of  any o t h e r  c i rcumstances  t h a t  ci ­
v i l i a n s  w e r e  purpose ly  k i l l e d ?  

A. No, n o t  purpose ly  k i l l e d .  

Q - There i s  a g r e a t  d e a l  of  d i f f e r e n c e  h e r e  between 
an a c c i d e n t a l  k i l l i n g  and something t h a t  i s  p e r p e t r a t e d  o r  
purpose ly  accomplished.  Did you f e e l  t h a t  t h i s  was a c c i d e n t a l ,  
what you w e r e  s e e i n g  o u t  t h e r e ?  

A. I d i d n ' t  know. 
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Q W e l l ,  t o  s e e  t h i s  number of  bodies  t h a t  you s a w ,  
cou ld  t h a t  have been a c c i d e n t a l ?  

A. The k i l l i n g  o f  t h e  c i v i l i a n s ?  They could have 
been k i l l e d  t h i n k i n g  t h a t  t hey  were sympathizers- ­

Q - ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Babies ,  too?  Babies 2 and 3 
y e a r s  o l d :  VC sympath izers?  

A. Maybe n o t  2 and 3 ,  but- ­

MR MACCRATE: ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  How o l d  w a s  t h i s  youngs te r  t h a t  
you took t o  t h e  h o s p i t a l ?  

A. Probably 2 .  

Q YOU i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  t h e r e  were a number o f  ve ry  
young c h i l d r e n  among t h o s e  t h a t  you observed.  Had you e v e r  
s een  o r  heard  o r  d i d  you e v e r  s e e  o r  h e a r  anyth ing  comparable 
t o  t h a t ?  

A. ~ o ti n  such a g r e a t  number, no. 

Q. Well,  i n  any number? 

A. Y e s ,  I had seen  c h i l d r e n  k i l l e d  b e f o r e .  

Q .  you had seen  c h i l d r e n  k i l l e d ?  

A. Y e s .  Women. Yes. 

Q I n  con junc t ion  wi th  g e n e r a l  bombardments o r  i n  
what c i rcumstances?  

A. Running from a h e l i c o p t e r  o r  something l i k e  t h a t .  
W e l l ,  t hey  have t o  have a r ea son  t o  run.  

10: Even a s m a l l  tyke--3, 4 ,  5 y e a r s  o l d ?  

A.  That  depends on t h e  c i rcumstances .  

Q Well, e x p l a i n  t o  m e  a c i rcumstance,  w i l l  you, M r .  
COLBURN, where a h e l i c o p t e r  would f i r e  on a s m a l l  c h i l d ?  
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A. Th is  happened t o  m e .  I f o r g e t  t h e  name o f  t h e  
v i l l a g e  o r  t h e  r i v e r .  There w a s  a mass of  people  moving o u t  
of  t h e  v i l l a g e .  I t h i n k  they  were going t o  p u t  a r t i l l e r y  i n .  
And when w e  f lew ove r ,  I looked back and saw some males were 
b reak ing  o u t  of t h e  crowd running t o  h i d e .  So w e  came back ,  
and I saw one man c a r r y i n g  an SKS, I b e l i e v e .  And he was 
t r y i n g  t o  g e t  i n t o  some bushes ,  and I s h o t  him i n  t h e  l e g ,  
and he f e l l  down, b u t  he crawled i n t o  t h e  bushes and prob ­
a b l y  a 9 o r  10-year-old boy fol lowed him. So they  
were bo th  dead. 

Q They were bo th  what? 

A. W e l l ,  a f t e r  t hey  g o t  i n t o  t h e  bushes ,  we went 
and hovered o v e r  them, and we r e c e i v e d  f i r e  ove r  t h e  bush 
s o  I f i r e d  i n t o  t h e  bush. &,d t h e  infantrymen went i n  
a f t e rwards  and found two bod ie s .  So, it j u s t  depends. 

MR MACCRATE: Well ,  d o n ' t  you f i n d  s u b s t a n t i a l  d i f f e r e n c e  
between t h a t  s i t u a t i o n  and what you say  you observed a t  My 
L a i  ( 4 )  on t h e  1 6 t h  of  March? 

A. y e s ,  I see t h e  d i f f e r e n c e  . 
Q - Wasn' t  t h e r e  something d i f f e r e n t  t h a t  you saw 
a t  t h e  t ime t h a t  l e d  you, a t  M r .  THOMPSON'S s u g g e s t i o n ,  t o  
go and speak t o  t h e  co lone l  about what you had observed? 
Had you e v e r  made a comparable r e p s r t  o r  s t a t e m e n t  t o  any 
o t h e r  o f f i c e r ?  

A .  No. 

Q. This  was something t h a t  h i t  you as r a t h e r  remark­
a b l e  and unusua l ,  I g a t h e r  from what you have t o l d  us.  

A. Y e s ,  t hey  k i l l e d  q u i t e  a few people .  

Q Did you g e t  t h e  impress ion from t h e  c o l o n e l  t h a t  
he  was n o t  going t o  do anyth ing  about i t - - t h a t  t h i s  was j u s t  
f o r m a l i t y  of  l i s t e n i n g  t o  your  s t o r y  and t h e n  f o r g e t t i n g  about  
it? Is t h i s  t h e  way he t r e a t e d  you.? 

A, I c a n ' t  say  t h a t .  I d o n ' t  know how he  f e l t  about  
what I s a i d .  
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I0: Why do you t h i n k  he  asked you i n  t h e  f i rs t  p l a c e ?  

A. Ask m e  t o  speak t o  him? 

Q Y e s .  Why do you t h i n k  he would be i n t e r e s t e d  i n  
t h a t ?  

A. I thought  t h a t  M r .  THOMPSON spoke t o  him f i r s t .  
W e l l ,  i f  M r .  THOMPSON spoke t o  him f i r s t ,  he  c o u l d n ' t  ve ry  
w e l l  say  t h a t  he d i d n ' t  want t o  speak t o  me--if M r .  THOMPSON 
t o l d  him t h a t  I was w i t h  'him. 

Q No, I am n o t  a sk ing  t h e  q u e s t i o n s  q u i t e  i n  t h a t  
s ense .  Why do you t h i n k  he  wanted t o  t a l k  t o  you, and 
THOMPSON, o r  anybody else on t h i s  ma t t e r ?  

A. I a m  s u r e  he  wanted t o .  know what had happened. 

Q- He wanted t o  a s c e r t a i n  t h e  f a c t s ?  

A. Yes. 

Q And t h e  c i rcumstances  and e v e r y t h i n g  sur rounding  
it. What I am i n t e r e s t e d  i n  knowing a t  t h e  p r e s e n t  t i m e  i s  
how much of  t h i s  s t o r y  and how much of  what you saw you' con- K 

veyed t o  t h e  c o l o n e l .  Whether you gave him an a c c u r a t e  
p o r t r a y a l  o f  t h e  same k ind  of  p i c t u r e  t h a t  you have p a i n t e d  
f o r  us h e r e  t h i s  morning. 

A. A s  I t o l d  you, it was no l o n g e r  t h a n  1 0  minutes  
t h a t  I t a l k e d  t o  him. I t o l d  him about t h e  c a p t a i n .  I t o l d  
him about  t h e  d i t c h ,  And I t o l d  him about  popping smoke on 
t h e  wounded people .  J u s t  a g e n e r a l  s t o r y .  

MR MACCRATE: And about  t h e  evacua t ion?  

A. Yes. 

10: How d i d  you f e e l  about it a t  t h e  t ime? Were you 
mad? Were you d i s g u s t e d ?  O r  were y o u . j u s t  i n  an a b s o l u t e  
quandary? How were you? M r .  THOMPSON--evidently he had a 
f e e l i n g  of some k ind  t o  s ay  what he  d id - - tha t  t h i s  t h i n g  i s  
going t o  become known "even i f  I have t o  g i v e  up my wings." 
So he had a feel ing--an emotion. How d i d  you f e e l  about  t h i s ?  
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A. W e l l ,  M r .  THOMPSON f e l t  t h a t  t h e  men who took 
p a r t  i n  t h i s  should  be  punished f o r  it. I c a n ' t  see a man 
going t o  Vietnam and r i s k i n g  h i s  l i f e  f o r  h i s  count ry  and 
doing what he probably t h i n k s  i s  b e s t  and then  g e t t i n g  
punished f o r  it. I d o n ' t  know how t h e  men on t h e  ground 
f e l t  t h a t  day. 

Q You s e e ,  very f r a n k l y ,  it i s  q u i t e  immate r i a l  
how t h e  men on t h e  ground f e l t  t h a t  day. W e  do have what 
i s  commonly r e f e r r e d  t o  as r u l e s  o f  l and  war fa re .  These 
a r e  laws of  humanity, which s t a t e  t h a t  you do n o t  k i l l  
women, c h i l d r e n ,  o l d  men, noncombatants, people  t h a t  are 
unarmed. You do n o t  m i s t r e a t  p r i s o n e r s .  Have you n o t  
been through t h i s  course  o f  i n d o c t r i n a t i o n  on t h i s ?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r ,  I have.  

Q - I s n ' t  t h i s  t h e  whole b a s i s  t h a t  t h e  Uni ted S t a t e s  
Army i s  b u i l t  on? 

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q A t  t h i s  moment, can you recal l  how you f e l t ?  
Not how you f e e l  now about anyth ing  which you may be ex­
p l a i n i n g  a t  t h e  moment, M r .  COLBURN. How d i d  you f e e l  
t hen?  

A. I was shocked. 

Q. You w e r e  shocked? 

A. Y e s .  

Q - That  i s  b a s i c a l l y  what I w a s  wondering about .  I t ' s  
j u s t  how you d i d  f e e l  as a person.  Did you i n d i c a t e  t h i s  degree  
o f  shock t o  t h e  co lone l  when you t a l k e d  t o  him? ­
A .  I b e l i e v e  s o ,  ye s .  

MR MACCRATE: Did he a t t empt  i n  any way t o  brush  it a s i d e ?  
  
Did you g e t  t h e  f e e l i n g  t h a t  you were g e t t i n g  through t o  him-­
 
t h a t  he unders tood what you were s ay ing  t o  him--your f e e l i n g  
  
about  t h i s  t h i n g  t h a t  you had seen?  
  

A. I d o n ' t  t h i n k  he was r e a l l y  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  how I 
f e l t  about  it. Like you s a i d ,  s i r ,  he w a s  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  t h e  
f a c t s ,  what had happened. 
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Q But you d i d  come away wi th  t h e  i d e a  t h a t  you would 
never  h e a r  about  t h i s  aga in?  

A. No, I d i d n ' t  t h i n k  t h a t  I would. I am n o t  s a y i n g  
t h a t  because of t h e  a t t i t u d e  t h a t  t h e  co lone l  had. I j u s t  
d i d n ' t  t h i n k  anyth ing  would come o f  it. 

Q Did you e v e r  h e a r  of anyone i n  your u n i t  t h a t  w a s  
f u r t h e r  ques t ioned  about  i t 3  

A. No. 

Q Did you- -a f te r  t h a t  t ime i n  t h e  weeks t h a t  fol low ­
e d ,  d i d  you t a l k  about it wi th  o t h e r  members of  your u n i t ?  

A. I t a l k e d  about  it t h e  day we came back from Chu 
L a i  and t h a t  n i g h t ,  and maybe t h e  nex t  n i g h t .  A f t e r  t h a t  
it was, w e l l ,  it had happened. 

Q. Did you e v e r  h e a r  any comments about t h e  K I A ' s  
and how t h e  11 th  Brigade might have i n c r e a s e d  t h e i r  K I A ' s  
by c iv i l i ans - - any  d i s c u s s i o n s  of  t h a t  s o r t ?  

A. J u s t  My L a i  o r  a s  a r u l e ?  

Q What was t h e  thought  a f t e r  t h i s  t ime i n  your  u n i t ?  
Was t h i s  something t h a t  w a s  g e n e r a l l y  goss ipped ,  rumored 
about?  Was it something t h a t  M r .  THOMPSON i n d i c a t e d  a con­
t i n u i n g  f e e l i n g  about?  O r  w e r e  t h e  o t h e r  men i n  your  u n i t  
t a l k i n g  about  i t ?  

A. W e l l ,  l i k e  I s a i d ,  f o r  maybe a day o r  two a f t e r ­
wards. I know t h a t  M r .  THOMPSON f e l t  s t r o n g l y  about  it, b u t  
t h e r e  w e r e  o t h e r  mi s s ions .  

Q Did Major WATKE e v e r  speak t o  your u n i t  about  t h e  
t h i n g ?  

A. Not t h a t  I remember. 

Q Did Colonel  HOLLADAY e v e r  speak t o  t h e  u n i t ,  speak
t o  you? 

(Witness shakes  head n e g a t i v e l y .  ) 
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10:  You f e l l ows  , i n  t h e s e  h e l i c o p t e r  u n i t s ,  M r .  COLBURN, 
even w i t h  t h e  o f f i c e r s  2nd war ran t  o f f i c e r s  and s o  f o r t h ,  you 
a l l  l i v e  p r e t t y  c l o s e  t o g e t h e r ,  d o n ' t  you? I mean you have 
b a r s  and p l a c e s  where you can go i n  and g e t  a can of  b e e r ,  s i t  
down and shoo t  t h e  b reeze .  You have t o  have t h a t .  That i s  
t h e  r e l a x a t i o n  t h a t  you have t o  perform t h e  job t h a t  you have. 
So you do have t h e s e  p e r i o d s  which you might r e f e r  t o  as b u l l  
s e s s i o n s  on t h i s ,  t h a t ,  and t h e  o t h e r .  W a s  t h i s  e v e r  d i s ­
cussed--about what you saw, and what THOMPSON s a w ,  and what 
t h e  o t h e r  people  saw, and a l l  t h i s  s o r t  o f  t h i n g ?  

A. Y e s ,  we t a l k e d  about  it t h a t  n i g h t .  I am s u r e  
t h a t  w e  d i d .  W e  u s u a l l y  d i d  t a l k  over  what happened t h a t  
day. But n o t ,  s i r ,  f o r  l i k e  weeks and weeks a f t e r  t h a t .  

But t h e  p o i n t  be ing  t h a t  t h i s  wouldn ' t  be  re-Q e  
  

s t r i c t e d  t o  j u s t  t h e  people  i n  your  a i r c r a f t ,  f o r  example. 
*, 

A. No. 

Q You would be  t a l k i n g  about  it t o  your  buddies  t h a t  
you roomed w i t h ,  and t h e  people  t h a t  you s a t  down and had a , 
can of b e e r  w i t h ,  and t h i n g s  o f  t h i s  n a t u r e .  So what you saw 
and observed became--you might r e f e r  t o  it as g e n e r a l  know­
l edge  w i t h i n  t h e  company. Wouldn't  t h a t  be a f a i r  represen ­
t a t i o n ?  

A. Y e s .  

MR MACCRATE: Do you e v e r  remember a M r .  MILLIANS? 

A. A w a r r a n t  o f f i c e r ?  

Q o  Y e s .  Do you remember h i s  s ay ing  anyth ing  about  
t h i s ?  

A. . To m e  p e r s o n a l l y ?  

Q- O r  wh i l e  you were p r e s e n t ?  

A. I remember t h a t  he f e l t  about  t h e  same way t h a t  M r .  
THOMPSON d i d .  

Q. Do you know what p a r t  he may have p layed  i n  any of 
t h e s e  e v e n t s  t h a t  you recounted?  
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A. H e  may have been p i l o t i n g  one o f  t h e  gunships .  

Q Do you remember him t a l k i n g  about  be ing  t h e  
p i l o t  of one of  t h e  gunships?  

A. No, I d o n ' t .  

Q. Do you remember t h o s e  who were wi th  him as h i s  
crew? I f  he was--and o u r  i n fo rma t ion  was t h a t  he w a s  t h e  
p i l o t  of one of t h e  gunships--do you remember h i s  crew speak ­
i n g  about it wi th  you? 

A. I d o n ' t  remember who h i s  c r e w  w a s .  I d o n ' t  r e m e m ­
b e r  who w a s  on t h e  s h i p .  

Q.  You d o n ' t  remember s h a r i n g  t h i s  w i th  any of  t h e  
o t h e r  men who were on t h e  miss ion  a t  t h a t  t i m e ,  o t h e r  t han  
M r .  THOMPSON? 

A. I am s u r e  t h a t  I t a l k e d  about it t o  them, b u t  I 
d o n ' t  remember who they  were. 

MR WALSH: When you spoke t o  Colonel  HENDERSON, do you r e c a l l  
i n  t h e  d i s c u s s i o n ,  i f  he w a s  going t o  do anyth ing  about  i t ?  

A.  No, I d o n ' t  remember him say ing  anyth ing .  
  

Q DO you r e c a l l  i f  he t o l d  you a t  t h e  beg inn ing  of  
  
your  d i s c u s s i o n  why it was he wanted t o  t a l k  t o  you? 

A. He asked m e  what happened t h a t  day. 

10: H e  d i d n ' t  g i v e  you an e x p l a n a t i o n  as t o  why he  
c a l l e d  you up t o  see him? 

A. Like t h e r e  was going t o  be an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  o r  
something? 

Q. Y e s .  

A. No, h e  d i d n ' t  mention it. 

Q With r e s p e c t  t o  your  d i s c u s s i o n  wi th  t h e  f u l l  
co lone l :  w a s  he  s e a t e d ?  
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A.  Y e s ,  sir.  

Q. Was he w r i t i n g  on a n o t e  pad,  o r  making n o t e s ,  o r  
d i d  he have a notebook? O r  how d i d  he  r e c o r d  what you were 
say ing?  

A.  H e  w a s  w r i t i n g  it down. 

Q. On what,  do you r e c a l l ?  

A. No, I d o n ' t .  

Q - One o t h e r  r e c o l l e c t i c m  o f  your  d i s c u s s i o n  wi th  
t h e  co lone l :  w a s  t h e  emphasis s o  much upon t h e  s h o o t i n g  of 
t h i s  woman by t h e  c a p t a i n  such that  t h i s  would have ended up 
b e i n g  t h e  pr imary p o i n t  of t h e  s t o r y ?  

A. My s t o r y  t o  him? 

Q Y e s .  

A.  I t  may have been,  y e s ,  because I was s o  c l o s e .  
And I t h i n k  t h a t  t h a t  was what r e a l l y  shocked m e .  I had no 
i d e a  t h a t  he was going t o  do t h a t .  I t  may have been. 

Q - You s a w  t h i s  a c t  committed, s o  t h i s  r e a l l y  c r e a t e d  
more of an impress ion  upon you than  s e e i n g  t h e  o t h e r  bodies  
around-­

A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Yes; because t h a t  w a s  t h e  on ly  
person  t h a t  I s a w  where an American s o l d i e r  j u s t  came up 
and shot- ­

Q - ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  You had s u s p i c i o n  of  t h e  o t h e r ,  
b u t  you had no p e r s o n a l  knowledge of  t h e  o t h e r s  be ing  k i l l e d  
o r  how they  were k i l l e d ?  

(Witness nods a f f i r m a t i v e l y . )  

COL FRANKLIN: M r .  COLBURN, you were a c l e r k  i n  t h e  1 1 t h  
Brigade a t  Duc Pho. What o u t f i t ?  What company? 

A. Headquar ters  Company. 

(COLBURN) 47  APP T-31 
 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 
 



run ur r LLLHL U b a  ULVLI 

Q. Headquar ters  Company i n  t h e  b r igade .  Which sect ­
i on?  

A. P o s t a l  s e c t i o n .  

Q Did you see Colonel HENDERSON f r e q u e n t l y  around? 
I mean i n  Hawaii? Did you know who Colonel HENDERSON was? 
Know him by s i g h t ?  

A. NO,  I d i d n ' t .  
  

Q You d i d n lt-- b 
 

A. ( ~ n t e r p o s i n g )  I d i d n ' t  s e e  him i n  Duc Pho, b u t  
I saw him a t  LZ D o t t i e  b e f o r e  I t a l k e d  t o  him. 

Q. How about  Colonel BARKER, d i d  you know him? 

A. No, I d i d n ' t .  

Q Why a r e  you s o  s u r e  then  t h a t  you w e r e  t a l k i n g  t o  
Colonel HENDERSON, i f  you d i d n ' t  know him around Duc Pho? 
What made you s u r e  about  t a l k i n g  t o  Colonel HENDERSON? 

A. W e l l ,  he was commander of  t h e  l l t h  Br igade ,  w a s n ' t  
he? 

Q Y e s .  

A. I t  was t h e  1 1 t h  Brigade t h a t  was t h e r e  t h a t  day. 

Q A t  D o t t i e ?  

A. A t  where I landed.  

Q A t  My Lai?  

Q - If w e  showed you a p i c t u r e  of  Colonel BARKER, 
would you recognize  him? 

A. I d o n ' t  t h i n k  I would. 

Q *  Could you have been conceivably t a l k i n g  t o  Colonel 
BARKER? 
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A. I j u s t  took f o r  granted  t h a t  it was Colonel 
HENDERSON of t h e  11th  Brigade. 

Q Because it was t h e  11th  Brigade involved,  youo 

would be t a l k i n g  t o  t h e  commander? 

(Witness nods a f f i r m a t i v e l y  .) 

I n  t h i s  d i t c h ,  it is  supposed t o  be a 
h o r r i b l e  th ing .  Would you descr ibe  a l i t t l e  more--just how-­
t h e  d i s t a n c e  between bodies o r  j u s t  how--this must have had 
a f a n t a s t i c  e f f e c t  on your memory--what you saw down t h e r e ?  

A .  Well, it was hard t o  give an es t ima te  of how many 
people were i n  t h e r e ,  because they were s tacked on t o p  of one 
another .  The d i t c h  appeared t o  be h a l f  f u l l .  I d o n ' t  know 
how deep it was. That i s  why it i s  hard  t o  say how many t h e r e  
were i n  t h e r e .  They were strewn along the  s i d e  of t h e  d i t c h .  

Q. What was t h e  length  of these  bodies? 
, 

A. Of t h e  d i t c h ?  

Q. Of t h e  d i t c h ,  y e s ,  but- ­

A.  ( In te rpos ing)  The a r e a  where t h e  bodies  were? 

Q. Y e s .  

A. Three-quarters of t h e  l eng th  of t h i s  room. 

Q .  And it w a s  j u s t  f i l l e d  with bodies-- l ike f i s h ?  

A. Yes. 

COL W I L S O N :  Three-quarters of t h e  length  of t h i s  room would 
be about 30 f e e t .  

COL FRANKLIN: How d id  you happen t o  p u l l  up a body t o  g e t  t o  
t h e  c h i l d ?  Why d i d  you do t h a t  when you saw t h e s e  bodies? 
Were t h e r e  o t h e r  wounded people? Why and how d i d  you h&pen 
t o  pick up t h e  c h i l d ?  

A. Well, ANDREOTTA had s p o t t e d  him before .  I d i d n ' t  
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see him. That is  why ANDREOTTA went down i n t o  t h e  d i t c h  and 
unburied t h e  k i d  and handed him up t o  me. He s p o t t e d  him, I 
d i d n ' t .  I - s a w  t h a t  some of t h e  people  were moving, b u t  I 
w a s n ' t  s u r e  how c l o s e  t o  dea th  they were o r  i f  they  w e r e  dead. 

Q Did you happen t o  n o t i c e  anyth ing  about  t h e  wounds? 

A. They were from automat ic  weapons. 

Q Did your  s h i p s  have miniguns on them? 

A. Some of ou r  s h i p s  were equipped w i t h  miniguns. 
  
Some wi th  r o c k e t s .  One wi th  j u s t  rocke t s .  One w i t h  40 m i l l i ­ 

m e t e r  guns. I t h i n k  t h a t  t h e  two sh ips  were bo th  equipped w i t h  
  
miniguns. 
 

, . 

Q When you saw t h e s e  bodies  a l l  p i l e d ,  you must 
have had an i d e a  of how--or wondered about this--what d i d  
you t h i n k  of how they had b e e w k i l l e d ?  64 

m 
A. I thought  t h a t  they had e i t h e r  been marched down 
i n t o  t h e  d i t c h  and s h o t  o r  they  had been s h o t  and c o l l e c t e d  
up and thrown i n  t h e  d i t c h .  

rn 
Q - Did you h e a r  M r .  THOMPSON t r a n s m i t  o r  r e c e i v e ?  

A. I could  h e a r  him t r a n s m i t .  And I could h e a r  him 
rece ive .  

Q Was he t a l k i n g  t o  anybody about s topp ing  t h i s .  
What was going on? 

A. . I don1t remember him say ing  t o o  much. The l e a d  
gunship i s  who w e  u s u a l l y  communicate wi th .  H e  may have s a i d  
something, b u t  I don I t remember. 

I0 : Was t h e  . l ead  gun a l s o  t h e  lower gun? 

A. I b e l i e v e  s o ,  yes .  

Q Genera l ly  he i s  o f f  t h e  r i g h t  rear-­

A. ( ~ n t e r p o s i n g )  Right behind us.  
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Q O r  l e f t  r e a r  a s  t h e  case may be? 

COL FRANKLIN: You had a l i t t l e  hes i t ancy  t h e r e .  I may have 
misunderstood t h i s ,  when Major WATKE's name was brought up. 
Did you know Major WATKE p r e t t y  we l l ?  Did you see a l o t  of 
him--you and t h e  o t h e r  gunners and c r e w  c h i e f s ?  

A.  Y e s ,  he flew wi th  us q u i t e  a b i t .  H e  f lew a gun­
sh ip .  

Q. Did he t a l k  t o  you a l o t ?  Did you see him around 
t h e  f l i g h t  l i n e ,  messhal l?  

A.  Y e s .  

Q =  D i d n ' t  you t h i n k  t h a t  it was funny t h a t  you d i d n ' t  
go t o  your own company commander i n s t e a d  of going t o  t h i s  
co lone l?  D i d n ' t  you t h i n k  it was s o r t  of s t r a n g e  t h a t  you 
d i d n ' t  t a l k  t o  your own company commander about t h i s ?  

A. There were a l o t  of t h i n g s  i n  t h e  Army t h a t  I did-
n ' t  unders tand.  I d i d n ' t  r e a l l y  t h i n k  about  it. 

Q Did people  eve r  come down from d i v i s i o n  and s o r t  
of g ive  t h e  whole company a b r i e f i n g  and t e l l  you what was 
going on i n  t h e  Americal D iv i s ion ,  i n  t h e  l l t h  Brigade? Did 
you have any t a l k s  l i k e  t h a t ?  

A. Major WATKE once i n  a whi le  would have a company 
formation and t a l k  t o  us ,  bu t  I d o n ' t  remember anyone from 
d i v i s i o n .  

Q - You knew t h e  men p r e t t y  w e l l  i n  your  o u t f i t  and 
you guys a l l  t a l k e d .  When you heard t h e  number of body count 
t h a t  t h e  Americal,  t h e  l l t h  g o t ,  o r  even your own o u t f i t ,  what 
was t h e  f e e l i n g  r e a l l y ?  What d i d  you people  th ink?  Did you 
b e l i e v e  i t ?  What d i d  you t h i n k  about when you heard 100, 50, 
o r  30? What was your  f e e l i n g  about i t ?  

A .  Was t h i s  a p a r t i c u l a r - ­

Q. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Any t i m e  around t h i s  t i m e .  Say from 
t h a t  t i m e  and t h e  month t h a t  followed. The 2 months t h a t  
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fo l lowed .  During t h i s  t i m e ,  when you hea rd  a body coun t  
f i g u r e  from t h i s  o p e r a t i o n  and subsequen t  t o  it. 

A .  Some of them may have been d i s t o r t e d .  They 
w e r e  always t r y i n g  t o  g e t  more k i l l s .  I f o r g e t  what t h e  
body count  was a t  My L a i  t h a t  day,  b u t  I knew t h a t  t h e  body 
count  t h a t  t h e y  had w e r e n ' t  a l l  V i e t  Cong. 

Q. How abou t  t h e  o t h e r  men i n  your  company? O the r s  
t h a t  had flown t h e  mi s s ion?  Do you t h i n k  t h a t  t h e y  knew it, 
t o o ?  

A. Oh, yes .  

MR MACCRATE: M r .  COLBURN, d i d  you have any f r i e n d s  t h a t  w e r e  
i n  C/1/20? 

A. No, I d i d n ' t .  

Q Have you, a t  any t i m e  s i n c e  t h i s  d a t e ,  t a l k e d .  t o  
anyone i n  C h a r l i e  Company? 

A. I have t a l k e d  t o  peop l e  t h a t  w e r e  w i t h  Task Force  
Barker ,  b u t  n o t  a t  My L a i  t h a t  day. 

Q. Who w e r e  t h o s e  i n  Task Force  Barker  t h a t  you spoke 
t o ?  

A.  S p e c i a l i s t  HEATH ( p h o n e t i c ) . I t h i n k  t h e y  w e r e  w i t h  
3/1. S p e c i a l i s t  HEATH and S p e c i a l i s t  MILLER. I m e t  them a t  
F o r t  Hood, Texas ,  when I came back from Vietnam. 

Q Could you t e l l  us  something about  what you d i s ­
c u s sed  w i t h  them? 

A .  W e  t a l k e d  abou t  t h i n g s  and t r i e d  t o  f i g u r e  o u t  if 
t h e y  w e r e  t h e r e  t h e  s a m e  t i m e  t h a t  I was-- jus t  c o n v e r s a t i o n s  
and somehow, someone b rough t  up t h a t .  And t h e y  remember it. 
They had hea rd  about  it. They w e r e n ' t  t h e r e ,  b u t  t h e y  had 
h e a r d  about  it. 

Q They a sked  you what you had s e e n  t h a t  day? 

A. Y e s .  

(COLBURN) APP T-31 



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 
 

COL FRANKLIN: You had s a i d  t h a t  they heard a b o u ~it. What 
had they  heard? 

A. They had heard t h a t  they had a high body count.  
They weren ' t  wi th  t h e  u n i t .  They d i d  n o t  know t h a t  t h e r e  w e r e  
women, and c h i l d r e n ,  and o l d  men. They w e r e  j u s t  members of 
t h e  Task Force Barker. And they remembered t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  
event .  

MR MACCRATE: They were with  A/3/1? 

A.  I d o n ' t  remember which company. I b e l i e v e  they 
w e r e  wi th  3/1. 

Q. They had heard about t h i s  and had asked you what 
you knew about  t h i s ?  

A. Y e s .  

Q. Do you r e c a l l  what you t o l d  them? 

A. I remember t e l l i n g  them about t h e  d i t c h  f u l l  of 
people.  I d i d n ' t  r e a l l y  d i s c u s s  it t o o  much. 

Q Do you remember any d i s b e l i e f  on t h e i r  p a r t ?  How 
d i d  they respond? 

A. No d i s b e l i e f .  

Q. When d i d  t h i s  conversa t ion  t a k e  p l ace?  

A. Sometime a t  F o r t  Hood. I d o n ' t  remember exac t ly .  

Q During what per iod  w e r e  you a t  F o r t  Hood? 

A. It w a s  probably sometime i n  June o r  J u l y  t h a t  I 
t a l k e d  t o  them about it. 

Q. Of t h e  p r e s e n t  y e a r ?  

A. Y e s .  
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I0 : ~ e f o r ewe t e r m i n a t e  t h i s  h e a r i n g  a t  t h i s  p o i n t ,  M r .  
COLBURN, I am i n t e r e s t e d  a l i t t l e  b i t  i n  what knowledge and 
what a p p r e c i a t i o n  you had as a c l e r k  i n  t h e  Headquar ters  and 
Headquarters Company t o  t h e  b r i g a d e ,  concerning noncombatants, 
minimizing p r o p e r t y  damage, and t h i n g s  of  t h i s  n a t u r e .  Had you 
been given i n s t r u c t i o n  i n  t h i s  r ega rd?  

A. I d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  s o ,  s ir .  

Q- Well, as a c l e r k ,  as an i n d i v i d u a l ,  maybe i n  t h i s  
t y p e  of o p e r a t i o n ,  w e r e  you given c e r t a i n  t y p e s  o f  i n s t r u c t i o n  
on t h e  t r ea tmen t  o f  noncombatants and t h e  t r e a t m e n t  of  p r i s ­
oners?  

A. I n  b a s i c  t r a i n i n g  w e  were t o l d  about  t h i s ,  b u t  n o t  
whi le  I was a c l e r k ,  no. 

Q. L e t  m e  r e a d  you a couple  of  t h i n g s  from a document 
which I want t o  e n t e r  i n t o  t h e  r eco rd .  This  i s  from Head- 
q u a r t e r s ,  l l t h  I n f a n t r y  Brigade,  Regulat ion 525-1, d a t e d  30 
January 1968 ,  s u b j e c t ,  "Combat Opera t ions ,  Rules of Engagement. " 
I w i l l  r e a d  t o  you a few t h i n g s  t o  s e e  i f  t h i s  i s  what you 
unders tood a s  t h e  g e n e r a l  phi losophy o f  t h e  l l t h  Brigade and o r  
t h e  America1 Div is ion .  I t  i n d i c a t e s :  

" I n d i s c r i m i n a t i o n  i n  engaging t a r g e t s ,  t h a t  a r e  
n o t  c l e a r l y  d e f i n e d  a s  be ing  h o s t i l e ,  which r e s u l t  i n  
numerous b a t t l e  c a s u a l t i e s  and p r o p e r t y  l o s s ,  w i l l  t e n d  
t o  e m b i t t e r  t h e  popu la t ion  and make t h e  long  t e r m  g o a l  of  
p a c i f i c a t i o n  more d i f f i c u l t  and c o s t l y .  The VC/NVA e x p l o i t  
i n c i d e n t s  o f  noncombatant c a s u a l t i e s  and p r o p e r t y  d e s t r u c t i o n  
by Free  World Forces  t o  a l i e n a t e  t h e  people  from t h e  government. 
This  s i t u a t i o n  c r e a t e s  an environment n o t  normal ly  found . 

on t h e  f i e l d .  Commanders must u se  sound judgment when d e t e r -  
mining t h e  t ype  and amount of  combat power i n  accomplishing 
a  miss ion,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n  popula ted  a r e a s ,  s o  as t o  p rec lude  
o v e r k i l l  on a t a r g e t  which could  r e s u l t  i n  unnecessary non- 
b a t t l e  c a s u a l t i e s  and p rope r ty  damage. " 

It  goes on t o  s ay :  " R e s t r i c t i v e  c o n t r o l s  should  b e  
a p p l i e d  on ly  t o  i n s u r e  t h a t  danger  t o  noncombatants and p r i -  
v a t e  p rope r ty  i s  k e p t  t o  t h e  very minimum and t h a t  n a t i o n a l  
bo rde r s  a r e  n o t  v i o l a t e d .  Proper  gunnery t echn iques  w i l l  be  
a p p l i e d  t o  i n s u r e  maximum accuracy ,  a s  t h i s  i s  t h e  b e s t  as­
su rance  a g a i n s t  endanger ing noncombatants and p r i v a t e  p r o p e r t y .  
~ x c l u s i v e  of  popu la t ion  a r e a s ,  unobserved f i r e  may be d i r e c t e d  
a g a i n s t  enemy f o r c e s  i n  c o n t a c t  i n  accordance wisth normal 
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p rocedures .  When n o t  i n  c o n t a c t ,  unobserved f i r e  w i l l  be  d i -  
r e c t e d  on ly  i n  a r e a s  d e c l a r e d  h o s t i l e  by GVN, RVNAF, and Free  
World M i l i t a r y  Forces ."  

It  goes on t o  say:  "Commanders w i l l  e x e r c i s e  t h e  
utmost  c a r e  t o  i n s u r e  maximum noncombatants c a s u a l t i e s  and 
p r o p e r t y  damage. " I f e e l  c e r t a i n  t h a t  t h a t  i s  a typograph ica l  
e r r o r  which h a s  n o t  been p icked  up, because it i s  c o n t r a r y  t o  
t h e  e n t i r e  document. They use t h e  word "maximum" when they  
meant "minimum." They a l s o  say :  "Immediately fo l lowing  t h e  
a t t a c k  of  a r e a s  i n h a b i t e d  by noncombatants, t h e  commanders 
w i l l  i n s u r e  t h a t  an exp lana t ion  i s  given t o  t h e  populace o f  
t h e  need f o r  f i r i n g ,  s t r e s s i n g  t h e  p o i n t  t h a t  t h e  enemy fo rced  
t h e  a c t i o n .  I f  noncombatants c a s u a l t i e s  occur  r e g a r d l e s s  o f  
s a f e g u a r d s ,  medical  t r ea tmen t  and. evacua t ion  should  be pro- 
v ided  by t h e  r e s p o n s i b l e  commander, s u b j e c t  t o  t a c t i c a l  con­
s i d e r a t i o n s  and r e s o u r c e s  a v a i l a b l e .  "' 

So, t h i s  i s  t h e  phi losophy o f  t h i s  document and 
i t s  a t tachment  o r  change 1. Is t h a t  t h e  g e n e r a l  phi losophy 
t h a t  you knew w i t h i n  t h e  l l t h  Brigade and w i t h i n  t h e  America1 
Div is ion?  I 

A. I would have t o  s a y ,  no ,  n o t  a l l  t h e  t i m e .  I know 
it w a s  unders tood,  b u t  a l o t  of  t i m e s  you c a n ' t  r e a l l y  be  s u r e .  
You may t h i n k  t h a t  t hey  are c i v i l i a n s ,  b u t  they  are n o t .  I 
unders tand  what you mean, sir.  

(The l l t h  Brigade d i r e c t i v e ,  dafed 30 January 1968,  
w i t h  I n c l o s u r e  1, w a s  e n t e r e d  i n t o  t h e  r e c o r d  and i s  marked 
as E x h i b i t  D- 7. ) 

I0 : I can unders tand t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  of  making a  m i s ­
t a k e .  You e x p l a i n e d  one s i t u a t i o n  where you e v i d e n t a l l y  f e l t  
q u i t e  bad ly  about  k i l l i n g  t h i s  boy a t  t h e  same t i m e  you had en­
gaged a VC w i t h  an SKS, which i s  a l o g i c a l  t a r g e t  which you a r e  
a lmos t  r e q u i r e d  t o  shoo t  upon. And you had t o  make a  snap judg- 
ment as t o  whether  o r  n o t  you were going t o  engage t h a t  t a r g e t  
w i t h  t h e  c h i l d  i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y .  I can unders tand  t h a t ,  b u t  t h i s  
i s  n o t  t h e  s o r t  o f  t h i n g  t h a t  w e  a r e  t a l k i n g  about .  W e  are 
t a l k i n g  about  minimizing t h e  t h i n g s  s o  t h a t  w e  d o n ' t  have non- 
combatant c a s u a l t i e s .  Is t h a t  phi losophy p r e t t y  w e l l  unders tood  
by t h e  people?  

A. Y e s ,  sir.  
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MR WEST: J u s t  t o  c l a r i f y  a l i t t l e ,  M r .  COILBURN, about your 
t a l k i n g  t o  t h e  c o l o n e l  t h a t  day around noon when M r .  THOMPSON 
took you wi th  him. You have been asked s e v e r a l  t i m e s  about h i s  
name and I a m  n o t  c l e a r ,  d i d  somebody t e l l  you t h a t  t h i s  was 
Colonel HENDERSON? M r .  THOMPSON, f o r  example? 

A. I t h i n k  t h a t  he d id .  

Q.  You a r e  n o t  e n t i r e l y  su re?  

A .  I was s u r e  u n t i l  you brought it up. 

Q *  A s  I r e c a l l ,  you f i r s t  mentioned Colonel HENDERSON 
dur ing  t h e  ques t ion ing ,  and nobody suggested him t o  you? 

(Witness nodded a f f i r m a t i v e l y . )  

MR MACCRATE: But you have been reading  q u i t e  a b i t  i n  t h e  news­
papers  and magazines t h e s e  days,  I assume, and have seen  a num- CC 
b e r  of names M:t h e r e .  &; 

(Witness nodded a f f ima t ive ly . )  

MR WEST: One o t h e r  p o i n t ,  which might l a t e r  prove t o  be ve ry  K3 

important :  when you were hovering overhead and observed t h e  
c a p t a i n ,  a s  you t e s t i f i e d ,  shoot  t h e  g i r l - - t h i s  may be r e p e t i -  
t i o n ,  b u t  how d i d  you know it was a cap ta in?  

A .  He had c a p t a i n  b a r s  on h i s  helmet. 

a .  Did you n o t i c e  any o t h e r  i n s i g n i a  of rank? 

A. No. 

Q. W e  would a p p r e c i a t e  it i f  r i g h t  a f t e rwards  you would 
g e t  w i th  Colonel  WILSON, and he w i l l  ask you perhaps t o  mark on 
t h e  photograph which you have examined and marked t h i s  morning, 
which should a t  t h i s  t ime be e n t e r e d  i n t o  t h e  r eco rd  a s  an ex­
h i b i t .  

RCDR: This  photograph a s  marked by M r .  COLBURN, i s  e n t e r e d  
i n t o  t h e  r eco rd  a s  E x h i b i t  P-55. 
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MR WEST: I n  a d d i t i o n ,  M r .  COLBURN, w e  would ask you when 
you l eave  h e r e  n o t  t o  d i s c u s s  t h e  proceedings be fo re  General 
PEERS and t h e  rest of us wi th  o t h e r  people .  A s  was i n d i c a t e d  
t o  you ear l ier ,  w e  a r e  ga the r ing  ev idence ,  and w e  have n o t  
made any conclus ions .  We a r e  t r e a t i n g  t h i s  a s  a c o n f i d e n t i a l  
m a t t e r ,  and w e  would a p p r e c i a t e  it i f ,  t o  t h e  e x t e n t  p o s s i b l e ,  
you n o t  t a l k  about it t o  o t h e r s .  Of course ,  t h e r e  i s  a  pos- 
s i b i l i t y  t h a t  you w i l l  be asked t o  appear be fo re  a s p e c i a l  
Congressional  subcommittee. The r e q u e s t  t h a t  you r ece ived  
e a r l i e r  n o t  t o  d i s c u s s  your tes t imony would n o t ,  of course ,  
apply should you appear be fo re  t h e  subcommittee. Also,  i n  
t h i s  connec t ion ,  you s t a t e d  t h a t  you a r e  under t h e  o r d e r  of 
t h e  m i l i t a r y  judge n o t  t o  d i s c u s s  t h e  c a s e ,  i s  t h a t  r i g h t ?  

(Witness nods a f f i r m a t i v e l y . )  

I b e l i e v e  t h a t  f o r  such t i m e  a s  you a r e  under such 
o r d e r s ,  you w i l l  n o t  be asked t o  appear be fo re  a subcommittee. 
But when you do,  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  you t e s t i f i e d  b e f o r e  General  
PEERS h e r e  w i l l  n o t  prec lude  your appear ing  t h e r e .  

10: M r .  COLBURN, i f ,  subsequent t o  t h i s  h e a r i n g  h e r e  
today ,  any a d d i t i o n a l  d e t a i l s  come t o  mind, w e  would a p p r e c i a t e  
your  g e t t i n g  i n  touch wi th  us  s o  w e  can check i n t o  it f u r t h e r .  
This  inc ludes  any papers  you may have, maps, m a t e r i a l s ,  photos ,  
anyth ing  t h a t  might p e r t a i n  t o  it. One t h i n g  which I would ask 
you t o  do i s  t o  go over  t h e  t i m e  a t  which you t a l k e d  t o  t h e  
i n d i v i d u a l  a t  LZ Do t t i e .  This  does n o t  have t o o  much impor- 
t ance  on what you t o l d  m e ,  b u t  it does have q u i t e  a degree 
of  importance a s  t o  who you t a l k e d  t o  and when you t a l k e d  
.to him, s o  t h a t  w e  can p u t  t h e  t h i n g  t o g e t h e r .  A t  t h e  moment, 
we  would have q u i t e  a d i f f i c u l t  t i m e  t r y i n g  t o  p u t  Colonel 
HENDERSON a t  LZ D o t t i e  a t  midday of t h e  1 6 t h ,  whereas Colonel 
BARKER, t h e  t a s k  f o r c e  commander, was t h e r e .  However, 
Colonel HENDERSON d i d  t a l k  t o  Warrant O f f i c e r  THOMPSON some­
t i m e  be fo re  noon on t h e  morning of t h e  1 8 t h ,  which i s  2 
days l a t e r .  So f o r  t h i s  reason it would be somewhat 
i m p o r t a n t t t o  us t o  have you t h i n k  t h i s  ove r  f o r  a l i t t l e  
whi le .  And i f  your memory c l e a r s  up, and you f i n d  t h a t  
it was a t i m e  o t h e r  than  immediately a f t e r  l and ing ,  w e  
a r e  s t r e t c h i n g  your memory. And a l s o ,  i n  say ing  t h i s  t o  you, 
I do n o t  want t o  p u t  thoughts  i n  your head o r  words i n  your 
mouth. Do you have anything you would l i k e  t o  s a y  t o  
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t h i s  group--any s t a t e m e n t  t h a t  you would l i k e  t o  make, ques ­
t i o n s  t h a t  you would l i k e  t o  ask- - tha t  might assist us i n  o u r  
miss ion?  

A. One t h i n g  t h a t  M r .  THOMPSON t o l d  m e ,  a f t e r  he came 
back from t h e  bunker. H e  d i d  mention t h a t  t h e  man t h a t  he  
t a l k e d  t o  w a s  a l i e u t e n a n t .  

Q. A s  I say ,  any a d d i t i o n a l  i n fo rma t ion  such as t h i s ,  
t h a t  comes t o  your  mind, g e t  i n  touch w i t h  us .  

(The h e a r i n g  r e c e s s e d  a t  1143 hour s ,  20 December 
1969. ) 

(The h e a r i n g  reconvened a t  1154 hour s ,  20 December 
1969,  w i t h  COL WILSON and MR COLBURN p r e s e n t  .) 

COL WILSON: Remember, M r .  COLBURN, t h a t  you a r e  s t i l l  under  
o a t h .  The purpose o f  t h i s  h e a r i n g  i s  t o  t a k e  t h e  a e r i a l  
photograph ( E x h i b i t  P-55) and wherever p o s s i b l e  i d e n t i f y  
t h o s e  s i x  p o i n t s  which you have on t h e  photograph by a c t u a l l y  
e n t e r i n g  on t h e  photo what happened a t  t h o s e  p o i n t s .  And t h e n  
subsequent  t o  t h a t ,  u s ing  a g reen  pen t o  relate ground photo ­
graphy,  which I w i l l  show you, t o  t h e  a e r i a l  photography.  
F i r s t ,  l e t ' s  t a k e  t h e s e  p o i n t s .  P o i n t  number I, what occu r red  
t h e r e ?  

A. That  is where w e  saw t h e  VC running.  

Q. VC running,  i s  t h a t  c o r r e c t ?  

A.  Y e s .  

Q. What about  p o i n t  2? 

A. P o i n t  2 is  where t h e  woman was f i r s t  s een  a l i v e ,  
and t h e n  when w e  came back she  was dead. 

Q What about  p o i n t  3? 

A. P o i n t  3 was t h e  group o f  about  seven o r  e i g h t  
people  dead on t h e  road.  

Q. How about  p o i n t  4? 
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A. Po in t  4 was a group of  four  o r  f i v e  people dead 
along t h e  road. 

Q. Was it on o r  a long t h e  road? 

A. Along and on. 
 

Q - What about p o i n t  5?  
  

A. Po in t  5 was a My Lai woman and c h i l d  dead. 
 

Q *  Poin t  6? 
 

A. Po in t  6 .  That i s  where I saw t h e  c a p t a i n  k i l l i n g  
t h e  woman. 

Q *  I am going t o  show you a s e r i e s  of photographs 
which a r e  i d e n t i f i e d  as  Exh ib i t s  P-2 t h r u  P-42. The f i r s t  
photographs I w i l l  show you a r e  a l l e g e d l y  taken by Sergeant 
HAEBERLE and were black and white  photographs. And they a r e  
numbered P-2 t h r u  P-25. I would l i k e  f o r  you t o  look a t  
t h e s e  photographs and i f  you can i d e n t i f y  t h e  photos a s  being 
any of t h e  th ings  t h a t  you saw on 1 6  March, I wish you would 
s e p a r a t e  t h a t  photo s o  we can p l o t  it on t h e  a e r i a l  photograph. 

A. (Af te r  looking through t h e  p i c t u r e s )  I recognize 
t h e  man here .  

Q *  The wi tness  poin ted  t o  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  i n  photo 8 
who has been i d e n t i f i e d  a s  Captain MEDINA. 

A. H e  was t h e  man a t  p o i n t  6 ,  where t h e  cap ta in  k i l l e d  
t h e  woman. 

Q- Is t h i s  t h e  man t h a t  you saw k i l l  t h e  woman? 

A.  Yes, I am c e r t a i n .  

Q *  Can you recognize him t h a t  e a s i l y ?  Had you ever  
seen t h i s  photograph before? 

A. This  photograph, no, I haven ' t .  Yes, I can recog­
n i z e  him. 
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Q. How d i d  you know he was a capta in?  

A. I can recognize the  bars  on h i s  helmet. And I re­
member t h a t  t h e  man was no t  wearing a f a t i g u e  j acke t .  He was 
wearing a T-sh i r t .  I want t o  change something on t h e  a e r i a l  
photograph. I a m  su re  t h a t  the  paddy where t h e  woman was k i l l e d  
was on t h e  e a s t  s i d e  of the  d i t c h .  This i s  t h e  d i t c h  r i g h t  
t h e r e  (po in t ing  t o  a e r i a l  photo) .  

Q You mean t h a t  the  woman was k i l l e d  c l o s e  t o  the  
d i t c h ,  but  it was on t h e  e a s t  s i d e  of the  d i t c h ?  

A. Not c lose  t o  the  d i t c h .  I remember t h e  d i t c h  be ing  
o f f  t o  my west when we were hovering. 

Q . And t h i s  took p l a c e  over  on the  e a s t  s i d e ,  is  t h a t  
c o r r e c t ?  

A. Not t h e  w e s t  s i d e  of t h e  d i t c h ,  but  . the e a s t  s i d e .  

Q. You say t h a t  it took p lace  where? 

A. (Witnesses drawing on map) There. 

Q. L e t  t h e  record  show t h a t  t h e  wi tness  r e l o c a t e d  number 
6 which w i l l  r e q u i r e  remaking t h e  a e r i a l  photo when t h i s  
photography i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  i s  complete. 

Q You c a n ' t  i d e n t i f y  any of t h e  i n d i v i d u a l s  i n ' t h e s e  
p i c t u r e s  except  f o r  photo 8 ,  is  t h a t  c o r r e c t ?  

A. yes ,  sir. 

Q. I show you a second s e r i e s  of photos,  Exhib i t s  P-26 
t h r u  P-42. These photos were taken by Sergeant HAEBERLE wi th  
h i s  own camera and were color .  I ask you i f  you can i d e n t i f y  
any of the  scenes o r  i n d i v i d u a l s  i n  these  photos. 

A. (Af ter  examining photographs ) I recognize photo 
31. Po in t  4 i s  photo 31. I recognize photo 32 as p o i n t  2. 

Q. That d e f i n i t e l y  is t h e  same one? 
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(Witness nodded a f f i r m a t i v e l y . )  

A.  I recogn ize  photo 39 a s  p o i n t  3 .  Can I r e t r a c t  t h a t  
l a s t  one? I r ecogn ize  P-41  a s  p o i n t  3 .  

Q I ask you, do you recognize  e i t h e r  of t h e s e  two i n ­
d i v i d u a l  photographs? (Witness shown photos  P-26 and P-42.) I 
recognize  t h a t  t h e  names are on t h e  f r o n t  b u t  I am p r i m a r i l y  re­
f e r r i n g  t o  Colone l  HENDERSON. Is t h i s  t h e  c o l o n e l  t h a t  you 
t a l k e d  t o  a t  ' f i r e  base  D o t t i e ?  

A. I cannot  s ay  t h a t .  I cannot  recognize  him. 

Q. But you cannot  say  f o r  s u r e ?  

A.  Not d r e s s e d  i n  a uniform. 

Q - You c a n ' t  s ay  t h a t  t h i s  w a s  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  t h a t  
  
you t a l k e d  t o ?  I am n o t  t r y i n g  t o  p r e s s  you i n t o  s ay ing  yes  
  
o r  no,  b u t  if you c a n ' t  r ecognize  him say  so .  
  

A. No. 

- Q. You mean you cannot  recognize  him? 

T h i s  photograph,  I cannot .  

Q - Could you s a y ,  t h e n ,  t h a t  you d i d  n o t  t a l k  t o  him? 

A.  No. I mean I cannot  i d e n t i f y  him w i t h  a uniform on. 

Q- The photograph shown t o  t h e  w i t n e s s  w a s  P-50. W e  
are now going  t o  t r a n s p o s e  what you have on t h i s  photo t o  a new 
photo.  And when w e  g e t  f i n i s h e d  w i t h  t h e  new photo ,  I am going 
t o  ask you t o  p l a c e  on t o p  of  it, "Prepared from memory a t  
  
Washington, DC," and t h e  d a t e  and your  s i g n a t u r e .  
  

(The w i t n e s s  d i d  a s  i n s t r u c t e d ,  whereupon t h e  newly-
anno ta t ed  photograph w a s  r e c e i v e d  i n  ev idence  a s  E x h i b i t  P-55 
r e p l a c i n g  t h e  former ve r s ion .  ) 

(The h e a r i n g  r eces sed  a t  1238 hour s ,  20 
 
December 196 9 .  ) 
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