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SUMMARY OF TESTIMONY 

WITNESS : CULVERHOUSE , J e r r y  R.  CW1 

DATE OF TESTIMONY: 1 0  January  1970 

PLACE OF TESTIMONY: Pentagon 

WITNESS SUSPECTED OF: N/A 

COUNSEL: None 

DUTY ASSIGNMENT ON 16 MARCH 1968: B Company ( a e r o - s c o u t s ) ,  
123d Avia t ion  B a t t a l i o n .  

1. ASSAULT ON MY L A I .  

a .  A e r i a l  o b s e r v a t i o n s .  

M r  CULVENIOUSEwas p i l o t  o f  a UH-1B gunship on 
t h e  morning o f  16 March 1968. The a i r c r a f t  commander was 
Warrant O f f i c e r  MILLIANS (pg. 5 ) .  T h e i r  team r e l i e v e d  t h e  
f i r s t  p a i r  of  gunships from t h e  123d s u p p o r t i n g  t h e  
i n f a n t r y  i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  of My Lai  ( 4 ) .  The w i t n e s s  could  
n o t  remember who was f l y i n g  t h e  s h i p o f  t h e  team t h a t  t h e y  
r e l i e v e d ,  o r  t h e  crew o f  t h e  o t h e r  s h i p  i n  h i s  team (pg .6 ) .  

They a r r i v e d  on s t a t i o n  a t  approximately 0945-1000 
hours (pg.  8)  . The v i l l a g e  was i n  f lames (pg. 8 )  , and t h e r e  
was a g r e a t  d e a l  o f  smoke (pg. 191 . CULVERHOUSE and MILLIANS 
were f l y i n g  low gun. Communications wi th  t h e  i n f a n t r y  
commander were e s t a b l i s h e d  through t h e  h igh  gunship  which was 
i n  c o n t a c t  w i t h  t h e  ground f o r c e s  whi le  they  mainta ined 
r a d i o  c o n t a c t  w i t h  t h e  123d1s  s c o u t  s h i p  p i l o t e d  by Warrant 
O f f i c e r  THOMPSON (pg. 13)  . 

The a r e a  around My Lai  ( 4 )  appeared s e c u r e  (pg. 8 )  . ' 

T h e i r  s h i p  r e c e i v e d  no ground t o  a i r  f i r e  (pg. 8 ) .  CULVER­
HOUSE immediately noted  t h e  numerous bod ies  i n s i d e  t h e  
v i l l a g e  and a d j a c e n t  t o  t h e  v i l l a g e  on t r a i l s  and i n  t h e  
paddies  (pg.  8 )  . On t h e  e a s t  s i d e  of  My Lai  ( 4 )  t h e r e  was an 
i r r i g a t i o n  d i t c h  s i x  t o  seven f e e t - i n  width  and f i v e  t o  s i x  
f e e t  i n  dep th .  For a d i s t a n c e  of  20 t o  25 meters t h e  d i t c h  
was a lmost  completely f i l l e d  wi th  bod ies  (pgs .  9 ,  18) . The 
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w i t n e s s  e s t i m a t e d  150-200 Vietnamese of  mixed ages  and s e x  
were s t rewn i n  t h e  d i t c h  (pg. 4 1 )  . There was a n o t h e r  
group o f  20-25 bod ies  on a t r a i l  t o  t h e  . w e s t  o f  t h e  v i l l a g e  
(pgs .  42, 4 3 ) .  

b .  Evacuat ion of  noncombatants from t h e  bunker.  

M r .  THOMPSON observed a bunker on t h e  n o r t h e a s t  s i d e  
of  t h e  v i l l a g e  f i l l e d  wi th  what appeared t o  be  noncombatants 
(pgs .  9 ,  1 6 ) .  THOMPSON set  h i s  s h i p  down n e a r  t h e  bunker 
and a f t e r  f i v e  o r  t e n  minutes he rad ioed  CULVERHOUSE's a i r ­
c r a f t  and adv i sed  them t h a t  t h e  people  i n  t h e  bunker were o l d  
men, women, and c h i l d r e n  (pg. 1 0 ) .  THOMPSON then  reques ted  
t h a t  t h e i r  gunship l a n d  and evacua te  t h e  c i v i l i a n s  (pg .10) .  
MILLIANS asked why t h e  i n f a n t r y  could  n o t  d e t a i n  them, and 
THOMPSON r e p l i e d  t h a t  t h e  l i e u t e n a n t  i n  charge had s t a t e d  
t h a t  t h e  on ly  way t o  t a k e  c a r e  of  them was w i t h  a grenade dC) 

(pg.  10)  . THOMPSON was concerned o v e r  t h e  i n e v i t a b l e  f a t e  
of  t h e  c i v i l i a n s  (pg. 1 0 ) .  

MILLIANS and CULVERHOUSE landed and f lew f o u r  people  
t o  a s a f e  a r e a .  They r e t u r n e d  a t  l e a s t  one more t ime t o  
evacua te  o t h e r s .  I n  a l l ,  t hey  c a r r i e d  10-12 Vietnamese 
t o  s a f e t y ( p g .  11). 

c. Negro NCO f i r i n g  i n t o  t h e  d i t c h .  

Before l a n d i n g  and d u r i n g  THOMPSON'S t e n u r e  on t h e  
ground, they  c i r c l e d  h i s  s h i p  a t  l w  a l t i t u d e s .  They hea rd  
a b u r s t  o f  automat ic  f i r e .  A Negro s o l d i e r  a t  l e a s t  a 
s e r g e a n t  i n  grade  was observed f i r i n g  i n t o  t h e  d i t c h  
c o n t a i n i n g  t h e  bod ies .  I t  appeared t o  CULVERHOUSE t h a t  he 
was " f i n i s h i n g  o f f "  t h e  wounded (pgs .  11, 1 2 ,  4 1 ) .  They 
r e t u r n e d  t o  LZ D o t t i e  1100-1130 hours .  

d .  Miscel laneous .  

(1) They were on s t a t i o n  f i v e  o r  t e n  minutes 
b e f o r e  be ing jo ined  by THOMPSON (pg. 12)  . 

( 2 )  The h igh  gunship was most l i k e l y  informed o f  
t h e i r  i n t e n t  t o  l and  and evacuate  t h e  b u n k e r ' s  occupants  
(pg. 20) . 

(3 )  CULVERHOUSE knew gunships from a n o t h e r  u n i t  
were s u p p o r t i n g  t h e  miss ion  (pg. 2 1 ) .  However, he could  n o t  
r e c a l l  i f  t h e y  were t h e r e  when h i s  s h i p  a r r i v e d  on s t a t i o n  
(pg.  21) 
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( 4 )  T h e i r  gunship d i d  n o t  expend any ammunition 
whi le  on s t a t i o n  (pg.  2 1 ) .  

2 .  INQUIRIES CONCERNING THE ASSAULT. 

a .  WATKE meeting.  

On r e t u r n i n g  t o  LZ D o t t i e  a f t e r  t h e  miss ion ,  t h e  
wi tness  could  n o t  remember i f  t h e  "scenes  o f  My Lai  ( 4 )  I' 
were immediately d i s c u s s e d .  H e  could  n o t  r e c a l l  i f  he e v e r  
t a l k e d  wi th  Major WATKE about  what happened, d i s c u s s e d  t h e  
miss ion  wi th  WATKE, o r  was ques t ioned  by WATKE (pgs .  22, 29, 
3 5 ) .  

b.  I n t e r r o g a t i o n  by t h e  unknown Colonel  a t  LZ D o t t i e .  

A few days a f t e r  t h e  miss ion  i n  t h e  l a t e  morning 
o r  e a r l y  a f t e r n o o n ,  THOMPSON t o l d  CULVERHOUSE, "There ' s  a  
Colonel from b r i g a d e  ...." t h a t  wanted t o  s e e  them a t  
t h e  f i r e  d i r e c t i o n  c e n t e r  (pgs .  23, 36, 37) . I t  was 
CULVERHOUSE'S unders tand ing  t h a t  t h e  c o l o n e l  had come from 
o u t s i d e  of  LZ D o t t i e  t o  i n v e s t i g a t e .  H e  was wearing web 
g e a r  (pgs .  36, 3 7 ) .  

CULVERHOUSE, THOMPSON and one of  t h e  doorgunners 
went (pgs .  23,  3 0 ) .  CULVERHOUSE t a l k e d  w i t h  t h e  c o l o n e l  
i n  p r i v a t e  (pg. 24) . CULVERHOUSE b e l i e v e d  t h a t  he gave a 
complete account  o f  what he had seen  (pgs.  25, 28, 3 2 ) .  The 
c o l o n e l  was most i n t e r e s t e d  i n  h i s  s t a t e m e n t  r ega rd ing  t h e  
Negro NCO f i r i n g  i n t o  t h e  d i t c h  (pg. 24) . 

The w i t n e s s  could  n o t  r e c a l l  i f  t h e  i n t e r r o g a t o r  
was a l i g h t  o r  f u l l  c o l o n e l  (pg. 2 6 ) .  H e  was shown E x h i b i t s  
P-50 and P-143, p i c t u r e s  of  Colonel  HENDERSON and L i e u t e n a n t  
Colonel BARKER. H e  could  n o t  i d e n t i f y  e i t h e r  a s  t h e  c o l o n e l  
he t a l k e d  w i t h ,  b u t  i f  he had t o  choose between t h e  two, he 
would s a y  i t  was HENDERSON (pg. 26) . 

The c o l o n e l  appeared t o  be uneasy and became 
d e f e n s i v e  when CULVERHOUSE d e s c r i b e d  t h e  scenes  i n  My Lai  ( 4 )  
(pg. 2 8 ) .  H e  d i d  n o t  make an i n  depth  i n t e r r o g a t i o n  o f  
CULVERHOUSE (pg.  35) . 

c. Miscel laneous.  

CULVERHOUSE was never  o f f i c i a l l y  informed t h a t  t h e r e  
was an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  underway, b u t  he probably concluded 
a s  much a f t e r  t a l k i n g  w i t h  t h e  c o l o n e l .  
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Othe r  t h a n  t h e  c o l o n e l ,  no one from o u t s i d e  t h e  
b a t t a l i o n  e v e r  i n t e r r o g a t e d  o r  t a l k e d  w i t h  CULVERHOUSE 
(pg .  33) . Major WILSON w a s  aware t h a t  CULVERHOUSE was t o  
t a l k  w i t h  t h e  Colonel .  WILSON neve r  i n t e r r o g a t e d  CULVER­
HOUSE (pg. 35) . 
3. REPORTS. 

CULVERHOUSE d i d  n o t  b e l i e v e  t h a t  an  a f t e r  a c t i o n  r e p o r t  
w a s  made by h i m s e l f  o r  MILLIANS a f t e r  t h e  m i s s i o n  (pg .22 ) .  

4.  OTHER INFORMATION. 

a. CULVERHOUSE a r r i v e d  incountryon 1 8  February  1968 
 
(pg.  3 ) .  
  

b.  On 15 A p r i l  1968 t h e  w i t n e s s  became t h e  company 
maintenance o f f i c e r  (pg. 3)  . 

c. CULVERHOUSE h a s  t a l k e d  w i t h  Majors  KEATING and 
HARRIS r e c e n t l y .  	  T h e i r  d i s c u s s i o n  	w a s  i n  g e n e r a l  terms 
(pgs .  4,  5) 

d .  The crews t h a t  w e r e  on s t a t i o n  o v e r  My L a i  ( 4 )  
f r e q u e n t l y  d i s c u s s e d  t h e  m i s s i o n  f o r  some t i m e  a f t e r w a r d s .  
Everyone w a s  o f  t h e  o p i n i o n  t h a t  unnecessa ry  k i l l i n g  had 
t a k e n  p l a c e  (pg.  3 0 ) .  I t  w a s  w e l l  known t h a t  something 
unusua l  had o c c u r r e d  (pg.  3 2 ) .  

e.  WATKE warning  t h e n - t o  keep  q u i e t  a h o u t  t h e  i n c i d e n t  
was n o t  remembered by t h e  w i t n e s s  (pg. 3 3 ) .  

f .  The m i s s i o n  w a s  n e v e r  d i s c u s s e d  w i t h  t h e i r  
c h a p l a i n  (pg .  36) . 

g .  WATKE was n o t  f l y i n g  on 16 March 1968. 
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EXHIBITS 

EXIIIBIT 
NUPlBER DESCRIPTION NOTES PAGES 

l p h o t G r a p h  o f  C o l o n e l  i W i t  could  n o t  . I 
P-50 HENDERSON i d e n t i f y .  26 

P h o t o g r a p h  o f  LTC W i t  c o u l d  n o t  
P-142 BARKER i d e n t i f y .  26 

A e r i a l  p h o t o  o f  My­
P-156 l ~ a i( 4 ) - Il- itch where  150- ( 

I 1200 b o d i e s  s e e n .  I / , 4 u ,  

2-Negro NCO s e e n  
t i r i n g  i n t o  t n e  
d i t c h .  5 3 ­

4-Where t h e y  l a n d ­
e d  t h e i r  s h i p  t o  

I I p i c k  up the 
/ c i v i l i a n s  f rom t h e  

5-Where THOMPSON'S . 

s h i p  w a s  l o c a t e d--t-
t h e y  l a n d e d .  1 

e v i d e n c e  a t  p a g e  54. 49----I--­
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(The hearing reconvened at 0835 hours, 10 January 
 

1970.) 
 


I0: The hearing will come to order. 

RCDR: The following persons are present: LTG PEERS, MR 
MACCRATE, COL FRANKLIN, LTC PATTERSON, and MAJ LYNfl, 

The next witness is Mr. Jerry R. CULVERHOUSE. 
 


(CW2 CULVERHOUSE was called as a witness, was sworn, 
and testified as follows:) 
 


Mr. CULVEWOUSE, please state your full name, 
 

grade, Social Security number, branch of service, organization, 
 

and station. 
 


A. Jerry Roger CULVEWOUSE, CW2, 416-60-2057, Head-

quarters Headquarters Company, Staff and Faculty Battalion, 
 

Fort Eustis, Virginia. 
 


I0: Mr. CULVERHOUSE, before we proceed with any ques­
tions, I would like to inform you on a few matters. 
 


This investigation was directed jointly by the 
 

Secretary of the Army and the Chief of Staff, united States 
 

Army for the purpose of determining the facts and makinq 
 

findings and recommendations concerning two matters: 
 


(1) the adequacy of prior investigations and 
 

inquiries into, and subsequent reviews and reports within the 
 

chain of command, of what is now commonly referred to as the 
 

My Lai incident of 16 March 1968, and 
 


(2) the possible suppression or withholding of 
 

information by any person who had a duty to report and to 
 

furnish information concerning this incident, 
 


This investigation is not being conducted to in- 
 

vestigate all the facts and the circumstances of what happened 
 

at My Lai (4) on the 16th of March, 1968. It is directed only 
 

at those two points which I just mentioned to you. Po you 
 

have any question on those two points? 
 


A. No, sir. 
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Q. I've had made available to me and have reviewed 
 

prior official statements obtained in other official inves-

tigations of the My Lai incident, including the statement 
 

which you have ,already made to the CID. 
 


Your testimony this morning will be taken under 
 

oath. A verbatim transcript will be prepared. A tape re- 
 

cording is being made in addition to the verbatim notes which 
 

are being taken by the reporter. 
 


Although the general classification of the report 
 

will be confidential, it is possible that testimony, or at 
 

least parts of it, may at a later date become a matter of 
 

public knowledge. 
 


There are several people at the table aside from 
 

myself. On my left is Mr. MACCRATE. Mr. MACCRATE is a civilian 
 

lawyer, and he. has volunteered his services to the Secretary 
 

of the Army to assist me in this investigation and provide 
 

legal counsel to me. He may address questions to you this 
 

morning. 
 


On my right are Lieutenant Colonel PATTERSON and 
 

Colonel FRANKLIN. These individuals have been designated by 
 

the Office of the Chief of Staff as assistants to me in the 
 

conducting of this investigation. They too may address ques- 
 

tions to you. You should know that in the final analysis 
 

I have the responsibility for weighing all the evidence and 
 

making the findings and the recommendations. 
 


You are ordered not to discuss your testimony in 
 

this investigation with others, including other witnesses for 
 

this investigation, except in the performance of official duty 
 

ox if you may be required so to do before competent judicial, 
 

legislative, or administrative bodies. 
 


In addition, you are cautioned that if you are 
 

subject to the order by the military judge in the general 
 

court-martial case of the United States v. Calley, your appear- 
 

ance here before this investigation in no way changes the ap- 
 

plicability or the effect of that order. Now, do you have any 
 

questions about what I have just informed you? 
 


A. NO, sir. 
 


Q. On the 16th of March 1968, what was your duty 

assignment? 
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A. My duty  assignment,  sir, was wi th  Bravo Com­
pany, 123d Avia t ion  B a t t a l i o n ,  which a l t e r n a t e d  between 
the s l i c k  and gun p la toons ,  

Q- I n  Bravo Company? 

A. Y e s ,  s ir ,  i n  Bravo Company. 

Q. W e l l ,  t h e r e  was a q u e s t i o n  a t  t h a t  t i m e  whether 
it was known a s  Bravo Company o r  t h e  aero-scout  company. 

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  W e  had two companies i n  t h e  b a t t a l i o n ,  
Alpha and Bravo, Bravo be ing  t h e  newly formed aero-scout company. 

Q- How long b e f o r e  t h a t  had you been f l y i n g ?  

A. I h a d n ' t ,  sir.  I came i n  t h e  country and was 
immediately a s s igned  t o  t h e  aero-scout company upon a r r i v a l .  

Q- Wheh d i d  you a r r i v e  i n  country? 

A. On o r  about 18  February,  sir. 

Q - So b e f o r e  the 16 th  of March, you'd been f l y i n g  
f o r  about one month, i s  t h a t  c o r r e c t ?  

A. Y e s  , sir.  

Q Inc lud ing  your i n d o c t r i n a t i o n  t i m e  ana s o  on wi th  
t h e  u n i t ?  

A. Y e s ,  sir.' 

Q How long a f t e r  t h e  1 6 t h  of March d i d  you remain 
wi th  t h e  aero-scout  company? 

A. S i r ,  I remained wi th  aero-scout  u n t i l  sometime i n  
A p r i l ,  I ' d  say  around the 15th  of Apr i l .  A t  t h a t  t i m e  I was 
made t h e  aero-scout  company's maintenance o f f i c e r .  This was 
due t o  t h e  maintenance background I had and t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e  
406th TC Detachment, which came under t h e  123d Aviat ion Bat­
t a l i o n .  

Q - You s t ayed  r i g h t  w i th  t h e  u n i t ?  Even though you 
changed jobs ,  you s t ayed  r i g h t  w i th  t h e  123d Avia t ion  B a t t a l i o n ?  
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A. Y e s ,  sir. I was s t i l l  assigned t o  t h e  aero-scout 
company, but  a t t ached  t o  the  406th TC Detachment. 

Q Now, M r .  CULVERHOUSE, from t h e  time of t h e  My L a i  
i n c i d e n t  of 16 March becane a mat ter  of pub l i c  knowledge to ­
ward the  end of September o r  t h e  f i r s t  p a r t  of October, have 
you had any conversat ions with any of t h e  people i n  t h e  aero-
scou t  company, t h e  123d B a t t a l i o n ,  o r  wi th  anybody i n  t h e  
America1 Divis ion? 

A. Y e s ,  sir. 
 

Q S p e c i f i c a l l y  whom and under what circumstances? 
  

A. J u s t  on a casua l  b a s i s ,  s i r ,  with a Major KEATING. 

Q - A Major KEATING? 
Cd9 
 

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  He w a s  my detachment commander, detachment 4 
commander of t h e  406th TC Detachment, which I was a t t ached  t o .  

Q. Where d i d  you t a l k  t o  him? 

A. I b e l i e v e  it was a t  t h e  club one af te rnoon,  sir.  C& 

Q. Club where? 

A. A t  For t  E u s t i s ,  s ir .  The o f f i c e r s '  c lub a t  F o r t  
Eust i s . 
Q. Is he assigned t o  F o r t  Eus t i s?  

A .  Y e s ,  sir,  he is. 

Q. And what was t he  genera l  t o p i c  of t h e  conversat ion? 

A. To t h e  b e s t  of my memory, s i r ,  we j u s t  made a 
casual  comment about we see  t h e  b a t t a l i o n  is i n  t h e  news now 
and t h e  genera l  type  comments t h a t  were brought ou t  i n  t h e  
news media. 

Q. Did you give any i n d i c a t i o n  t h a t  you had any 
knowledge of t h i s  i n c i d e n t  a t  t h a t  time? 

A. Yes, sir, I d id .  
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Q. What d i d  you d i s c u s s  with Major KEATING? 

A. S i r ,  I t o l d  him tha t - - I  asked h i m  i f  he remem­
bered Warrant Of f i ce r  THOMPSON. I t o l d  him t h a t  he was 
assigned t o  our  u n i t  and t h a t  I remembered f l y i n g  t h a t  
mission along with Warrant O f f i c e r  THOMPSON and some of 
t h e  o t h e r  p i l o t s  of t h e  company. I a l s o  t o l d  him I w a s  
t h e r e ,  and t h a t ' s  j u s t  about a l l  it r e a l l y  amounted t o .  

Q - A l l  r i g h t .  Now, who else d i d  you t a l k  t o ?  

A. I d iscussed  it with a Major HARRIS, who a t  t h e  
t i m e  of t h e  i n c i d e n t ,  I b e l i e v e ,  o r  s h o r t l y  t h e r e a f t e r ,  w a s  
t h e  commanding o f f i c e r  of  Alpha Company, 123d Aviat ion 
B a t t a l i o n .  He i s  a l s o  assigned t o  F o r t  E u s t i s ,  V i rg in ia ,  now. 

Q. And what d i d  you d i s c u s s  with him? 

A. More o r  l e s s  t h e  same t h i n g  I d i d  with Major 
KEATING, s ir .  Nothing of a r e a l  t e c h n i c a l  m a t t e r ,  o r  a t  t h a t  
time I d i d n ' t  t h ink  it deserved anything of any amount of 
s i g n i f i c a n c e .  

Q. Did they ask you, o r  d i d  you volunteer  t h i s  i n f o r ­
mation? 

A. I d o n ' t  remember e x a c t l y  how t h e  conversat ion 
s t a r t e d ,  s ir .  A l l  of us were members of t h e  b a t t a l i o n  and 
being aware of t h e  mission t h a t  was flown and a l l  of  us knew 
Warrant O f f i c e r  THOMPSON and s o  f o r t h .  Really i t ' s  hard f o r  
me t o  remember j u s t  exac t ly  how t h e  conversa t ions  came about ,  
un less  it w a s  maybe one of us  s a i d ,  "Well, I s e e  our  b a t t a l i o n  
i s  i n  t h e  news now," o r  something l i k e  t h a t .  I would say 
t h a t ' s  how t h e  conversat ions s t a r t e d .  

Q. Did you t a l k  t o  anybody e l s e ?  

A. No, sir. 

Q. What were you f l y i n g  on t h e  16th? 

A. On t h e  16th of March, s i r ,  I was f l y i n g  a  UH-1B 
gunship. 

Q - Were you t h e  command p i l o t ,  o r  were you t h e  p i l o t ?  

A. I w a s  t h e  p i l o t ,  sir.  
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Q You w e r e  t h e  p i l o t ,  and who was t h e  command p i l o t  
a t  t h e  time? 

A. The command p i l o t ,  s i r ,  w a s  Warrant O f f i c e r  Daniel  
MILLIANS. 
Q *  MILLIANS? 

A.  Y e s ,  sir. 

Q - . Did you go on s t a t i o n  e a r l y  i n  t h e  morning, o r  what 
time d i d  you go on s t a t i o n ?  

A. S i r ,  o u r  mission t h a t  morning was t o  r e l i e v e  t h e  
f i r s t  gun team t h a t  w a s  on s t a t i o n .  We s e n t  one gun team, 
two B-model gunships and an O H - 2 3  a s  a scout ,  o u t  t o  suppor t  
t h e  mission from t h e  beginning. And then  our  job was t o  
r e l i e v e  them approximately an hour and 30 minutes a f t e r  they  
were a i rborne ,  r e l i e v e  them on s t a t i o n  s o  they 'd  have 
continuous coverage. 

Q.  When you l e f t  Chu L a i ,  d i d  you proceed t o  LZ 
Dott ie?  

A. Yes, sir. W e  used LZ D o t t i e  as a s t a g i n g  a rea .  

Q - You s t a t e  you went i n t o  Dot t i e  f i r s t .  Did you 
wa i t  u n t i l  t h e  o t h e r  p a i r  of guns a r r i v e d  back a t  LZ D o t t i e ,  
o r  were you n o t i f i e d  t h a t  they were going t o  l eave  s t a t i o n ,  
and you then  depar ted  s o  t h a t  t h e r e  wouldn't be any break? 

A. We w e r e  n o t i f i e d ,  s i r ,  t h a t  w e  were supposed t o  
have continuous coverage. 

Q Can you t e l l  us who were f l y i n g  t h e  i n i t i a l  p a i r  
of gunships? 

A. NO, s i r ,  I c a n ' t .  

Q A s  f a r  a s  you know, you and MILLIANS were i n  one 
gunship. Do you r e c a l l  who w a s  i n  t h e  o t h e r  gunship? 

A. No, s i r ,  I c a n ' t .  We flew--the p i l o t s  never knew 
r e a l l y  what a i r c r a f t  commander they would be f l y i n g  wi th .  
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Ac tua l ly  I knew who I w a s  f l y i n g  w i t h  t h a t  morning and 
d i d n ' t  r e a l l y  r e a l i z e  o r  know what t h e  e x a c t  miss ion was u n t i l  
w e  g o t  t o  LZ D o t t i e .  

Q- Now, what I want you t o  do ,  M r .  CULVENOUSE, i s  t o  
d e s c r i b e  f o r  us  e x a c t l y  what you .did t h a t  morning du r ing  
t h e  t i m e  frame t h a t  you were f l y i n g .  This  i s  perhaps  
t h e  hour  and 15 minutes ,  hour and a h a l f  t h a t  you w e r e  f l y i n g  
cover  f o r  THOMPSON, as I unders tand it. 

A .  Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q. And what I ' d  l i k e  you t o  do i s  t a k e  t h i s  a r e a  
photo which w e  have h e r e  (handing E x h i b i t  P-1 t o  w i t n e s s ) .  
On t h i s  map, h e r e  i s  My L a i  ( 4 ) ,  which you w i l l  n o t i c e  i s  
t h e  hamlet .  To t h e  sou th  of  it, Highway 521. The road 
l e a d i n g  o u t  of  t h e  c e n t e r  of  t h e  v i l l a g e  down i n t o  Highway 
521 shows up on t h e  map h e r e  wi th  t h e  houses up a long  s i d e  o f  
it. Also you have t h i s  i r r i g a t i o n  d i t c h  which you s e e  coming 
a long  t h e  s i d e  h e r e  and of cou r se  t h i s  d i t c h  going around t h e  
v i l l a g e .  Another d i t c h ,  a  road  d i t c h  k ind  o f  a f f a i r  c r o s s i n g  
o v e r  t h i s  p a r t  which you see h e r e .  Down t o  t h e  sou th  vou

2 ­ - ­

can see t h e  n o r t h e r n  par t  of H i l l  85. Do you r ecogn ize  a l l  
t h a t ?  

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q. Now, i f  you would, I wish you would use  t h i s  b l u e  
p e n c i l .  Pu t  t h i s  map--this i s  n o r t h  i nc iden ta l ly - -you  p u t  t h i s  
aerial  photo over  t h e r e  and i f  you 'd  s t a n d  o f f  t o  t h e  s i d e  and 
j u s t  t e l l  u s ,  j u s t  t a k e  your  t i m e ,  t h e r e ' s  no hu r ry  a t  a l l ,  
nobody's going t o  i n t e r r u p t  you. You j u s t  t e l l  us what you d i d  
t h a t  morning. 

A. Okay, sir.  

Q Now, i f  you 'd  s t a n d  over  a t  t h e  o t h e r  s i d e  I t h i n k  
it would be b e t t e r  s o  t h a t  t h e  r e p o r t e r  can h e a r  you, M r .  
CULVERHOUSE. you can mark up t h a t  map, t o o ,  a s  you go. Now, 
what w e ' r e  going t o  do ,  we ' r e  going t o  l e t  you go through t h i s ,  
and you can j u s t  mark it up j u s t  f o r  t h e  p o i n t  of  r e f e r e n c e .  
J u s t  do it i n  t h e  rough. When w e ' r e  f i n i s h e d  h e r e ,  I w i l l  
have L i e u t e n a n t  Colonel  PATTERSON s i t  down wi th  you t o  p repa re  
one o f  t h e s e  i n  f i n a l  form, you might say .  

(The a e r i a l  photograph,  E x h i b i t  P-1, a s  marked by 
t h e  w i tnes s  w a s  l a t e r  e n t e r e d  i n t o  ev idence  as E x h i b i t  P-156.) 
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A. Okay, s i r .  Well, a s  I remember, I was in--the 
team s t a r t e d  t h e i r  engines about 0900 o r  0930 t h a t  morning i n  
o rde r  t o  r e l i e v e  t h i s  f i r s t  team t h a t  had a l ready gone on 
s t a t i o n  a t  My L a i  ( 4 ) .  Upon a r r i v i n g  on s t a t i o n ,  t h e  f i r s t  
gun team was dismissed and re tu rned  t o  LZ Dot t i e  and re fue led  
and remained on standby t h e r e  i n  case  they had t o  be c a l l e d  
back ou t  t o  support  us .  And when we a r r i v e d  on s t a t i o n ,  t h e  
v i l l a g e  was a l ready i n  flames. I suppose t h i s  was probably 
around 0945 o r  1000 hours t h a t  morning t h e  v i l l a g e  was aflame. 
I t  was burning, and I was f l y i n g  i n  a low gunship with Warrant 
O f f i c e r  MILLIANS. And our  low gun usua l ly  flew a t  an a l t i t u d e  
of around 600 o r  700 f e e t  and t h e  higher  gunship up around 
1,000 o r  1,200 f e e t  covering us. Our job was t o  cover t h e  
scou t  b i r d ,  and then  t h e  high gun was supposed t o  cover both 
of us.  

And t h e  way I remember--I understood t h e  mission 
was t h a t  w e  were supposed t o  a c t  as a more o r  l e s s  screening  
agent  f o r  t h e  ground f o r c e ,  which was making t h e i r  push through 
t h e  v i l l a g e ,  and a l s o  t o  be on s t a t i o n  i n  case they d i d  
encounter oppos i t ion  where gunships would be a b l e  t o  h e l p  
them out .  So when we a r r i v e d  a t  My Lai  ( 4 ) ,  we s t a r t e d  making 
j u s t  more o r  less--well ,  we e s t a b l i s h e d  communications with 
t h e  ground f o r c e  commander. We s t a r t e d  making more o r  l e s s  
a screening p a t t e r n  i n  f r o n t  of t h e  advancing ground fo rce .  
W e  were i n  t h e  a r e a  f o r  15 o r  20 minutes,  I suppose, j u s t  
looking around, and it appeared t o  us t h e r e  it was f a i r l y  
secure .  We heard no shoot ing and d i d n ' t  received any f i r e  
ourse lves .  So we continued working back and f o r t h  across  
t h e  v i l l a g e  and t h e  surrounding r i c e  paddies.  And whi le  
f l y i n g  over  I c o u l d n ' t  h e l p  bu t  n o t i c e ,  and I remember it 
w a s  q u i t e  impressive t o  me because I had never a c t u a l l y ,  a t  
t h i s  time seen a c t u a l l y  a captured o r  even a wounded o r  
k i l l e d  VC o r  c i v i l i a n  o r  a U . S .  c a s u a l t y  as f a r  a s  t h a t  goes. 
And we immediately noted t h e  bodies surrounding t h e  v i l l a g e .  

Q When you can,  M r .  CULVERHOUSE, i n  t h e s e  p laces  
where you say you saw t h i n g s ,  j u s t  put  i n  an i n d i c a t i o n  
where you saw it s o  we can g e t  a genera l  p i c t u r e  of what you 
a r e  see ing .  

A. Okay, s ir .  A s  I s a i d ,  we immediately noted t h a t  
t h e r e  were numerous bodies s c a t t e r e d  both i n  t h e  i n n e r  p e r i ­
meters of  t h e  v i l l a g e  and i n  t h e  o u t e r  per imeters  l eav ing  t h e  
v i l l a g e .  A s  b e s t  I remember, they were a l s o  o u t  i n  t h e  r i c e  
paddies t o  t h e  nor th  of t h e  v i l l a g e ,  over i n  t h i s  a r e a .  And 
I was e s p e c i a l l y ,  I guess more o r  l e s s  amazed, a t  one group 
of bodies encountered. We were making a right-hand o r b i t ,  
more o r  l e s s  around t h e  v i l l a g e  and f l y i n g  more o r  l e s s  
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the o u t e r  pe r ime te r s  of t h e  v i l l a g e  i n  a r ight-hand o r b i t .  
And over  on t h e  e a s t  s i d e  of  t h e  v i l l a g e  there w a s  an irri ­
g a t i o n  d i t c h ,  which appeared t o  m e  t o  be about  6 o r  7 
feet  wide. From t h e  a i r  i t ' s  a l i t t l e  ha rd  t o  t e l l  dep th ,  
b u t  I ' d  more o r  less guess  t h a t  it was probably 5 o r  6 
f e e t  deep.  And i n  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  i r r i g a t i o n  d i t c h  o r  t r e n c h  
t h a t  I ' m  t a l k i n g  abou t ,  it would be r i g h t  o v e r ,  i f  I ' m  n o t  
mis taken,  r i g h t  i n  t h i s  a r e a  of  t h e  v i l l a g e ,  t h e r e  were numer- 
ous  bod ie s  t h a t  appeared t o  be p i l e d  up. I n  some p l a c e s  I 
d o n ' t  know, maybe f o u r  o r  f i v e  o r  I suppose a s  high a s  s i x  
deep. I t ' s  ha rd  t o  s ay  j u s t  how deep.  For an a r e a  about-- 
around 30 t o  35 ya rds  t h e  d i t c h  was a lmost  complete ly  f i l l e d  
w i t h  bod ie s .  W e  c o u l d n ' t  a t  t h a t  t i m e  r e a l l y  d i s t i n g u i s h  
a s  t o  what t ype  bodies  t hey  w e r e .  There w e r e  bodies  and 
q u i t e  a few. 

Q. Could you see them up c l o s e  enough t o  be  a b l e  t o  
say whether  t hey  w e r e  women, c h i l d r e n ,  men, o r  what they-  were? 

A.  A t  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  t ime I c o u l d n ' t ,  sir.  A s  w e  
con t inued  t o  f l y ,  Warrant O f f i c e r  THOMPSON found some people ,  
some c i v i l i a 2 s  h i d i n g  ir. a bunker. They a t  t h i s  t i m e  h a d n ' t  
been d i scove red  by t h e  ground f o r c e  moving through t h e  v i l l a g e .  
H e  w a s  more o r  less hover ing r e a l  slow a l l  around t h e  v i l -  
l age .  W e  had more o r  less decided among o u r s e l v e s  t h a t  it 
w a s  s e c u r e  and t h e r e  were f r i e n d l i e s  i n  a l l  p o r t i o n s  c f  t h e  
a r e a ,  t h e  surrounding r i c e  padd ie s ,  on t h e  roads  l e a d i n g  o u t .  
W e  had dec ided  t h a t  t h e  v i l l a g e  was more o r  less s e c u r e .  
iQe were n o t  t a k i n g  t h e  p r e c a u t i o n s  t h a t  we would i f  we were 
o u t  i n  an a r e a  where we d i d n ' t  have t h e s e  ground f o r c e s  on 
t h e  ground.  

He w a s  s lowly hover ing a l l  aro7~nd t h e  v i l l a g e  
looking  f o r  any people  t h a t  might have been h i d i n g  o r  weapons 
and ~ n y t h i n g  t h a t  t hey  might be a b l e  t o  s p o t .  H e  s p o t t e d  
t h e s e  people  h i d i n g  i n  a bunk2r and t o l d  us  t h a t  he was 
going down and t a k e  a b e t t e r  look  a t  them. So he hovered 
h i s  a i r c r a f t  up t o  t h e  edge o f  t h e  v i l l a g e .  I ' d  say  he was 
somewhere, t h e  b e s t  I can remember, a lmos t  i n  t h e  c e n t e r  o f  
t h e  v i l l a g e  i n  one of t h e  r ice paddies .  O r  maybe ove r  f a r ­
t h e r  toward t h e  e a s t e r n  c o r n e r ,  ove r  h e r e .  And s o  he hovered 
h i s  a i r c r a f t  t h e r e .  H e  n a t u r a l l y  had h i s  two gunners ,  armed 
w i t h  t h e i r  M-60 machineguns, t r a i n e d  on t h e  bunker u n t i l  he 
could  i d e n t i f y  t h e  a c t u a l  c o n t e n t s  o f  t h e  bunker,  as t o  what 
t ype  o f  people  t hey  were. He s a i d  t h a t  t hey  appeared t o  be  
c i v i l i a n s .  H e  though he w a s  going t o  s e t  down, and he and 
h i s  gunners  could  t a k e  a b e t t e r  look a t  them. So M r .  THOMPSON 
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e l e c t e d  t o  go ahead and set  h i s  a i r c r a f t  down a f t e r  making-- 
o r  be ing  as c e r t a i n  as he  could  t h a t  t h e s e  were c i v i l i a n s  and 
n o t  enemy s o l d i e r s .  So he se t  h i s  OH-23 down, f i x e d  t h e  
c o n t r o l s  down, and g o t  o u t  l e a v i n g  t h e  a i r c r a f t  running.  

A t  t h i s  t i m e  we began t o  make low p a s s e s  o v e r  t h e  
v i l l a g e ,  more o r  less s t i l l  i n  a r igh t -hand  o r b i t .  We could  
a c t u a l l y  s e e  what THOMPSON'S a c t i o n s  w e r e ,  what h i s  gunners '  
a c t i o n s  were,  and any th ing  t h a t  happened. We would be r i g h t  
t h e r e  c l o s e  s o  w e  cou ld  g i v e  him gun coverage i f  neces sa ry .  
I suppose o u r  o r b i t s  a t  t h i s  t ime g o t  down around 75 t o  100 
f e e t ,  b a r e l y  above t r e e t o p  l e v e l .  Warrant O f f i c e r  THOMPSON 
s t a y e d  o u t  of  h i s  h e l i c o p t e r  f o r  it s e e m s  l i k e  approximately  
5 o r  10 minutes o r  s o .  A l l  t h i s  t ime w e  were j u s t  con t in ­
u a l l y  obse rv ing  h i s  a c t i o n s  as b e s t  w e  cou ld .  

So a f t e r  t h i s  p e r i o d  of maybe 5 o r  10 minutes 
t ime had e x p i r e d ,  he came back t o  h i s  h e l i c o p t e r .  H e  p u t  h i s  
helmet on and s a i d  t h e  people  t h a t  he  had found were c i v i l i a n s ,  nl 
o l d  men, women, and k i d s ,  about  as many o l d  men as t h e r e  women rn 
and k i d s .  H e  w a s  wondering i f  w e  cou ld  come down i n  o u r  gun- 
s h i p ,  even though it was h e a v i l y  loaded ,  and t a k e  t h e s e  people  
o u t  of t h e  v i l l a g e .  

So n a t u r a l l y ,  t h i s  n o t  be ing  normal p rocedures ,  
t h e  a i r c r a f t  commander, M r .  MILLIANS, ques t ioned  h i s  d e c i s i o n .  
H e  ques t ioned  h i s  r e q u e s t  t h a t  w e  come down and t a k e  t h e s e  
people  o u t .  He asked him, "Well, what seems t o  be t h e  prob- 
lem?" They a r e  c i v i l i a n s ,  women, k i d s  and o l d  men. With a l l  
t h e  ground f o r c e s  around,  it appeared t o  him t h a t  t hey  could 
t a k e  them o u t  and s e g r e g a t e  them and t a g  them as POW o r  what- 
have-you. 

M r .  THOMPSON t o l d  us  t h e n  t h a t  t h a t  w a s  h i s  l i n e  
of t h i n k i n g ,  t o o ,  t o  beg in  wi th .  But he had Lalked t o  some 
l i e u t e n a n t  who, he presumed, w a s  a  p l a toon  l e a d e r  on t h e  
ground. H e  d i d n ' t  mention any names. H e  asked t h i s  l i e u t e n -  
a n t  o r  t o l d  t h e  l i e u t e n a n t  t h e s e  people  were i n  t h i s  bunker 
and asked him i f  he wou ldn ' t  t a k e  them o u t  and d e t a i n  them 
someplace o r  t a k e  them POW o r  whatever he  though b e s t .  H e  
t o l d  us t h a t  t h e  l i e u t e n a n t  r e p l i e d  a t  t h a t  t ime t h a t  t h e  
on ly  way t h a t  he would g e t  them o u t  i s  wi th  a hand grenade.  
He seemed t o  be--Mr. THOMPSON seemed t o  be p r e t t y  u p s e t  about  
t h i s .  H e  t o l d  us he could s e e  no reason  f o r  t h e s e  people  
be ing  k i l l e d  and seemed t o  f e e l  s u r e  t h a t  i f  we  d i d n ' t  come 
down and h e l p  him g e t  them o u t ,  t h a t  t hey  would be k i l l e d .  
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And s o  M r .  MILLIANS dec ided  t o  go ahead and l and  
h i s  a i r c r a f t  even though w e  w e r e  s t i l l ,  w e  h a d n ' t  f i r e d  any 
ammunition and on ly  burned maybe 200 o r  300 pounds 
of  f u e l  o f f  a t  t h i s  t i m e .  W e  were s t i l l  q u i t e  heavy. He 
t o l d  THOMPSON t h a t  he  could come down and maybe take about  
two or t h r e e  a t  a  t ime depending on what s i z e  t hey  w e r e .  So 
w e  l anded  o u r  a i r c r a f t ,  and M r .  THOMPSON and h i s  gunners were 
a g a i n  o u t s i d e  t h e i r  a i r c r a f t .  They escor ted- - they  coaxed 
t h e s e  people  o u t  of t h e  bunker and e s c o r t e d  them two, t h r e e ,  
maybe f o u r  a t  a  t ime t o  o u r  gunship.  The f i r s t  t i m e  w e  took 
f o u r  of them i n  t h e  gunship,  s e t  them on t h e  ammunition t r a y s  
i n  t h e  back.  

And M r .  MILLIANS depa r t ed  and f lew back t o  t h e  
w e s t .  I ' m  n o t  s u r e  whether  it was down t h i s  road h e r e  o r  n o t ,  
b u t  I ' m  f a i r l y  c e r t a i n  t h a t  it w a s .  W e  f l ew them back t o  t h e  
w e s t  and p u t  them down i n  a r i c e  paddy and r e t u r n e d  f o r  a  
second load .  T h i s  second t r i p  w e  c a r r i e d  about  t h e  same 
amount ou t .  I f  I ' m  n o t  mis taken ,  I know f o r  a  f a c t  t h a t  w e  
made two t r i p s ,  and it seems t o  me t h a t  w e  d i d  make t h r e e ,  
because t h e r e  were about  10 o r  12 peop le  a l l  t o t a l .  I d o n ' t  
t h i n k  w e  took more than  f i v e  o r  f o u r  o u t  a t  any one t i m e .  
And, okay, I f o r g o t  t o  mention it awhi le  ago. 

Even b e f o r e  we took t h e s e  people  o u t ,  w h i l e  
THOMPSON was down on the ground,  and we w e r e  making o u r  low 
o r b i t s ,  low r igh t -hand  t u r n s  ove r  t h e  v i l l a g e ,  more o r  less 
f l y i n g  a t i g h t e r  c i r c l e  around him, each t ime w e  made a pas s  
over  t h i s  e a s t e r n  pe r ime te r  of t h e  v i l l a g e  where t h i s  t r e n c h  
t h a t  I p o i n t e d  o u t  b e f o r e  was l o c a t e d ,  w e  would o v e r f l y  t h e  
t r ench .  The bod ie s  were i n  t h e  t r e n c h  t h e r e .  And on one of  
t hose  low p a s s e s ,  which I t h i n k  a t  t h e  t i m e  we w e r e  somewhere 
around maybe 75 f e e t  above ground l e v e l .  J u s t  a s  we c ros sed  
over  t h e  t r e n c h  and was making a  r ight-hand t u r n  t o  come back 
over  by THOMPSON'S p o s i t i o n  a g a i n ,  w e  hea rd  a  b u r s t  of  f i r e .  
Two o r  t h r e e  rounds were f i r e d .  And w e  thought  we were 
a c t u a l l y  r e c e i v i n g  f i r e .  J u s t  a s  w e  f l ew o v e r ,  it sounded 
l i k e  rounds w e r e  f i r e d  r i g h t  i n  t h e  d i r e c t i o n  of t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  

M r .  MILLIANS a t  t h a t  t i m e  a l e r t e d  t h e  crew by 
y e l l i n g  o v e r  t h e  in tercom,  "Receiving f i r e ! "  And my job as 
a gunner w a s  t o  arm t h e  system and then  s t a n d  by t h e  guns igh t .  
So I armed t h e  system. H e  t u rned  t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  back i n  a 
r e a l  r igh t -hand  t u r n  s o  t h a t  i f  we had i n  f a c t  r ece ived  f i r e ,  
maybe t h e  door gunner,  some of us could  p u t  down some k ind  of 
suppres s ive  f i r e  and g e t  o u t  of t h e r e .  
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A s  we made t h i s  sharp  t u r n  and came back abeam 
t h e  t rench again,  we not iced  t h i s  ind iv idua l  s tanding  on t h e  
e a s t e r n  bank of t h e  t r ench  f i r i n g  h i s  M-16. He had h i s  M-16 
up a t  h i s  shoulder  and then aiming through t h e  s i g h t .  He 
f i r e d  two o r  t h r e e  rounds a f t e r  we had turned around. We 
a c t u a l l y  s a w  t h e  muzzle f l a s h  come o u t  of t h e  weapon. 

A s  I s a i d ,  a t  some t imes your depth percept ion  
i s n ' t  what it should be when you ' r e  f l y i n g .  I t  appeared t o  
be a l i t t l e  misal igned,  and th ings  t h a t  happen on t h e  ground 
seem t o  be-- i t  was my impression t h a t  t h i s  i n d i v i d u a l  was 
f i r i n g . i n t o  t h e  d i t c h .  That was my personal  opin ion  of what 
he was doing. H i s  weapon was pointed i n  t h a t  d i r e c t i o n ,  and 
he d i d  f i r e  a t  l e a s t  two rounds a s  w e  made our  t u r n  back 
around t h e  r i g h t .  

And I noted a t  t h a t  t ime it was a co lored  indiv id-  
u a l  f i r i n g .  Even though he had on jungle f a t i g u e s  with t h e  
s l eeves  r o l l e d  up, t h e r e  were, I could i d e n t i f y  chevrons above 3 
h i s  s leeve .  There appeared t o  be t h r e e  of  them. I d o n ' t  CU 
know whether he had anything below it o r  not .  I could s e e  
a t  l e a s t  a se rgean t ,  E-5. 

And s o  then ,  r i g h t  a f t e r  t h a t  i s  when w e  came 
back and medevac'd these  people ou t .  We took them o u t  of t h e  (B: 

v i l l a g e  and put  them down i n  t h e  rice paddy. We came back on 
s t a t i o n ,  and when our  t i m e  per iod  had more o r  l e s s  expi red  w e  
went back t o  LZ Dot t i e .  That w a s  t h e  l a s t  t ime. I guess it 
was somewhere around 1100 hours o r  1130. W e  flew back t o  LZ 
Dot t i e ,  and t h a t ' s  t h e  l a s t  t i m e  I was t h e r e  t h a t  day. 

Q. Fine,  M r .  CULVERHOUSE. Now I ' d  l i k e  t o  ask you a 
few ques t ions  about t h i s .  D o  you remember where--when you 
came o f f  s t a t i o n ,  where you f i r s t  joined up with Warrant 
O f f i c e r  THOMPSON'S OH-23? 

A.  I d o n ' t  remember exac t ly  where, i n  r e l a t i o n  t o  
t h e  v i l l a g e ,  we joined up with him. I know t h a t  we g o t  on 
s t a t i o n ,  and Warrant O f f i c e r  THOMPSON wasn ' t  on s t a t i o n  a t  
t h e  time. He was r e t u r n i n g  from someplace. H e  had gone 
someplace e l s e  and d i d n ' t  a r r i v e  on s t a t i o n  a t  t h e  same t i m e  
we d id .  We were t h e r e  probably 5 o r  10 minutes before  
he a r r i v e d  on s t a t i o n .  

Q. Well, i f  he 'd  been on s t a t i o n  t h e r e  before ,  l e t ' s  
say 0730, which w a s  t h e  time of t h e  combat a s s a u l t ,  very 
l i k e l y  about t h e  time you came on he probably had t o  go back 
t o  r e f u e l  and rearm, too ,  wouldn't  he? 
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A.  Y e s ,  s ir .  H e  had t o  r e f u e l  some p l a c e  else p r i o r  
t o  t h i s .  

Q- You i n d i c a t e c  t h a t  when you came on s t a t i o n ,  you
e s t a b l i s h e d  communication wi th  t h e  ground element. Did your 
s h i p  do t h a t ,  o r  d i d  you have c o n t a c t  wi th  t h e  h igh  gun t o  
maintain- ­

A.  ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  W e  had c o n t a c t  wi th  t h e  high gun 
a t  t h e  t i m e .  Normally, t h e  h igh  gunship coord ina ted  our  maneu- 
v e r s  and o r d e r s  through t h e  ground f o r c e  commander. We--low 
guns usually--sometimes w e  were on t h e  same frequency and 
then  o t h e r  t i m e s  w e  weren ' t .  Normally, ou r  low gunners1 main 
mission w a s  t o  main ta in  a v i s u a l  c o n t a c t  and r a d i o  c o n t a c t  
wi th  t h e  scou t  as w e l l  a s  VHF. I t h i n k  w e  used a i r - t o - a i r  
between s h i p s .  

Q. A s  I would understand it, you can c o r r e c t  me, 
from what I ' v e  heard ,  t h e  LOH o r  t h e  OH-23 con tac ted  you; and 
you i n  t u r n  r e l ayed  t o  t h e  h igh  gun, which maintained t h e  
c o n t a c t  w i th  t h e  ground element.  Is t h a t  c o r r e c t ?  

A.  Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q. So you would then--you know t h a t  you w e r e  i n  
c o n t a c t  w i t h  t h e  ground through t h e  high gun a t  t h a t  t ime? 

A.  Y e s ,  sir.  

Q. DO you know who was f l y i n g  t h e  high gun a t  t h a t  
t ime? 

A.  No, s i r ,  I c a n ' t  remember who was i n  command of 
t h e  high gunship.  

Q. Now, M r .  CULVERHOUSE, i f  you would come h e r e  f o r  
j u s t  a moment. I r e f e r  h e r e ,  t o  r e f r e s h  your memory, t o  t h e  
ske tch  which you prepared when you t a l k e d  t o  t h e  C I D .  

(The ske tch  i s  appended t o  w i t n e s s '  1 2  December 
1969 C I D  s t a t emen t  made a t  F o r t  E u s t i s ,  V i r g i n i a ,  and was n o t  
admi t ted  i n t o  evidence.)  

You have c e r t a i n  t h i n g s  po in ted  o u t  h e r e ,  which 
s e e m  t o  come o u t  q u i t e  loud and clear. And t h i s  d o e s n ' t  
q u i t e  go w i t h  t h e  l o c a t i o n s  t h a t  you've poin ted  o u t  on t h e  
map. 
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For example: 1 is  where THOMPSON is  landing;  2 ,  you have a s  
t h e  d i t c h  which i s  t o  t h e  e a s t  of t h e  v i l l a g e  loca ted  beyond 
here ;  and 3 i s  where you a l s o  l o c a t e  some bodies  on a t r a i l  
i n  t h i s  a r e a ,  and you have a 4 ,  which I ' v e  been unable t o  
f i n d ,  bodies on t h e  east-west  road. 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q Now, do you remember t h i s  d i t c h  being h e r e  o r  do 
you remember it being o u t  t o  t h e  eas t? ,  

A. S i r ,  t h e  d i t c h  w a s  r i g h t  a t  the e a s t e r n  edge of 
t h e  per imeter ,  I d o n ' t  remember any open space he re ,  as I 
poin ted  ou t  t o  t h e  C I D .  The--I t o l d  him t h a t  t h i s  map, as 
f a r  a s  I w a s  concerned, w a s - ­

Q = ( In te rpos ing)  Did you draw t h i s  map, o r  d i d  they 
prepare  it f o r  you, t h e  CID? 

A. The map i t s e l f ,  s i r ,  o r  t h e  l o c a t i o n s  on i t ?  

Q This sketch? 

A. They prepared it. 

Q. They prepared i t ?  

A. They had it prepared,  and we i n t e r p r e t e d  o r  t r i e d  
t o  r e l a y  o r  p o r t r a y  t h i s  a s  c l o s e  as w e  could t o  t h e  a e r i a l  
photographs t h a t  he had i n  h i s  possession.  

Q.  Did you i d e n t i f y  t h e  d i t c h  a s  being o u t  h e r e  o r  
over  here? 

A. Well, I i d e n t i f i e d  t h e  d i t c h  t o  him, s i r ,  a s  
being r i g h t  on t h e  e a s t e r n  boundary of t h e  v i l l a g e .  And I 
was t e l l i n g  him t h a t  I d i d n ' t  remember t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  hedge­
row r i g h t  here.  The d i t c h  t h a t  I was t a l k i n g  about was a b i t  
c l o s e r  t o  t h e  v i l l a g e .  I t  was spa r se ly  vegeta ted .  I t  had 
some s l i g h t  undergrowth around t h e  edge of it. Through my 
i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  of t h e  a e r i a l  photograph and t h e  way he helped 
me o r i e n t  t h i s ,  he seemed t o  agree  with me t h a t  it d i d n ' t  
appear t o  be drawn t o  s c a l e ,  n o t  as c l o s e  a s c a l e  as it 
should be. 

Q. Now, l e t  me p o i n t  o u t  t o  you here  one t h i n g ,  M r .  
CULVERHOUSE. The s c a l e  of  t h e  a e r i a l  photo (Exh ib i t  P-1) is 
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about  1 inch  e q u a l s  80 meters, o r  you might s ay  roughly 80 
yards .  The v i l l a g e ,  going through t h e  c e n t e r  o f  t h e  v i l l a g e  
from east t o  w e s t  i s  abbu t ,  j u s t  a l i t t l e  o v e r  400 meters 
through t h e  v i l l a g e .  Ac tua l ly ,  i t ' s  around 425.  I t h i n k  one 
of  t h e  t h i n g s  t h a t  you want t o  remember i s  t h a t ,  a l though  a 
h e l i c o p t e r  can  make some p r e t t y  t i g h t  t u r n s  when they want t o ,  
a h e l i c o p t e r  i n  i t s  normal f l i g h t  a t t i t u d e  d o e s n ' t  e x a c t l y  
make t i g h t  t u r n s .  You know, i t - - y o u ' r e  always swinging o u t  
much wider  t h a n  you t h i n k  you a r e .  Although you were f l y i n g  
t h e  p e r i m e t e r ,  you might f l y  a l i t t l e  b i t  o u t s i d e  o f  t h e  
v i l l a g e .  

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q. You can a l s o  s e e  t h a t  down t o  t h e  s o u t h e a s t  from 
t h e  v i l l a g e  i t se l f  t h e r e  i s  ano the r  v i l l a g e  down i n  t h e r e .  
A l i t t l e  enc l ave  of  houses which, i n  e f f e c t ,  would make it 
almost  p a r t  o f  t h e  v i l l a g e .  

A. Y e s ,  sir. C a l l i n g  on my memory, t h e  way I r e m e m ­
be red  it w a s  t h a t  it seems t o  m e  l i k e  it was a l l  one v i l l a g e .  
I t ' s  been 2 y e a r s ,  b u t  I know t h a t  p o s s i b l y  t h a t  a r e a  was 
on ly  80 meters wide. W e  w e r e  t r y i n g  t o  f l y  t h e  pe r ime te r  o f  
t h e  v i l l a g e .  W e  might  have been p a s s i n g ,  I ' m  s u r e  i t ' s  q u i t e  
p o s s i b l e  w e  were p a s s i n g  a t  leas t  80 meters  on t h e  o u t s i d e  o f  
it. 

Q. W e l l ,  a c t u a l l y  from my p o i n t  o f  view, it i s n ' t  
e s p e c i a l l y  impor t an t  t h a t  w e  know t h e  s p e c i f i c  l o c a t i o n .  I 
know t h a t  you f l y i n g  a h e l i c o p t e r ,  your  job i s  n o t  t o  f i g u r e  
o u t  where you a r e  on t h e  ground e x a c t l y .  Your job i s  t o  
p rov ide  t h e  cover  and s o  f o r t h  from t h e  gunship and a l s o  
s u p p r e s s i v e  f i r e .  I t h i n k  it would be impor t an t  f o r  you t o  
know where t h e s e  p l a c e s  a r e  l o c a t e d  s o  t h a t  you can a d j u s t  
your a t t e n t i o n  perhaps j u s t  a l i t t l e  b i t .  This  d i t c h ,  t o  
t h e  best of o u r  knowledge, i s  l o c a t e d  r i g h t  h e r e .  This  i s  
a l l  t h e  d i t c h  t h a t  goes a long  h e r e .  The d i t c h  t h a t  i s  o u t  
i n  t h e  open i s  c l o s e  r i g h t  h e r e ,  b u t  t h i s  i s  t h e  a r e a  h e r e  
w e r e  t a l k i n g  about .  

A.  Y e s ,  s i r .  

Q. Now t h e  s i t  down p l a c e  i s  r i g h t  i n  t h i s  a r e a  
where t h e  bunkers  a r e  l o c a t e d .  This  a l l  changed on t h i s  
photo,  and i t ' s  changed on t h e  ground from what it may have 
appeared a t  t h a t  t ime  because of g raves  and v a r i o u s  o t h e r  
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t h ings  t h a t  a r e  now i n  t h i s  a rea .  But you i n d i c a t e d  somebody 
from t h e  e a s t  w a s  f i r i n g  i n t o  t h e  d i t c h ?  

A. Yes, sir. 

Q .And a l s o ,  do you remember when you came i n t o  t h e  
bunker a r e a  were t h e  t r e e s  more o r  l e s s  i n  a horseshoe shape, 
where the  bunkers were loca ted?  

A. I t  seems l i k e  they were, sir, yes.  

Q W e l l ,  this was M r .  THOMPSON'S r e c o l l e c t i o n ,  and i n  
going through it, i t  was n o r t h e a s t  from this l o c a t i o n .  Here 
i s  the  b e s t  l o c a t i o n  t h a t  we can p lace ,  r i g h t  i n  here .  

A. A l l  I remember, s i r ,  i s  t h a t  it was on t h e  north­
e a s t e r n  sisde of t h e  v i l l a g e .  I know t h a t ' s  where we set down, 
because I remember t h i s  east-west road. I know it was on t h e  €0 

opposi te  s i d e  of the  v i l l a g e  from t h i s  east-west road. It 
j u s t  seemed t o  me t h a t  it was more i n t o  t h e  b u l k i e r  p a r t  of 
t h e  v i l l a g e  r a t h e r  than s c a t t e r e d  out .  

Q M r .  MACCRATE and I had an opportunity--although 
myself I ' v e  gone over  t h i s  a r e a  i n  an LOH j u s t  t o  check ou t  
these  p laces .  W e  a l s o  have viewed t h i s  n o t  from a gunship, 
which of n e c e s s i t y  has  t o  make wider  t u r n s  than  a s l i c k .  B u t  
i n  looking a t  it from a s l i c k ,  you have a very hard  time 
t r y i n g  t o  f l y  around t h i s  and maintain speed wi thout  g e t t i n g  
o u t  i n  t h e  o u t e r  per imeter .  This i s  t h e  th ing  t h a t  I'm c a l l i n g  
t o  your a t t e n t i o n :  the  f a c t  t h a t  you do have t h e  tendency t o  
s l i d e  out .  And looking a t  t h i s  from t h i s  s i d e ,  you can very 
easily--you might have been over  i n  t h i s  d i r e c t i o n .  

A. Yes, sir. I agree wi th  you. We could have very 
e a s i l y  made a wider t u r n  than  what I ' v e  i n d i c a t e d  here .  

Q Now h e r e ' s  a wider d i f f e r e n t  view of t h e  v i l l a g e  
(Exh ib i t  P - 4 5 ) .  This i s  looking a t  it from t h e  wes t ,  and this 
i s  the  a r e a  t h a t  you had ind ica ted ,  t h i s  is t h e  a r e a  here.  
You see?  

A. Yes, sir.  

Q Now you can s e e  how it a l l  s o r t  of looks l i k e  one 
and t h e  same o r  p a r t  of it. 

A. Yes, sir. 
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Q. The p a r t  w e ' r e  t a l k i n g  about  i s  r i g h t  up 
i n  he re .  Now does  t h a t  seem t o  b r i n g  t h i n g s  back t o  you, 
i n t o  focus?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r ,  it does.  This  r i g h t  h e r e  ( E x h i b i t  P-45) 
appears  o r  looks  more as it looked t o  me t h a t  day a c t u a l l y  
t han  t h i s  ( E x h i b i t  P-1) , even though it i s  t h e  same. Maybe 
i t ' s  j u s t  because i t ' s  taken  a t  a d i f f e r e n t  ang le .  

Q. W e l l ,  t h a t ' s  where you 'd  be ,  because t h i s  ( E x h i b i t
P-1) w a s  t aken  a t  an e l e v a t i o n  of  about  3,000 f e e t  s t r a i g h t  
o v e r  t h e  v i l l a g e ,  whereas t h i s  ( E x h i b i t  P-45) was t aken  on t h e  
r i g h t ,  and t h i s  i s  t h e  way you would see t h i n g s  as a p i l o t  
f l y i n g  around t h e  v i l l a g e .  

A.  Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q - Now h e r e ' s  ano the r  view o f  t h i s  same a r e a  ( E x h i b i t
P-46), n o t  t h e  e n t i r e  a r e a ,  b u t  t h i s  i s  g e t t i n g  o u t  i n  t h i s  
area. Now does  t h a t  b r i n g  a l i t t l e  b i t  t o  l i g h t ?  You can 
see t h e  s h o r t  d i s t a n c e  from h e r e  t o  t h e  v i l l a g e .  This  j u s t  
g i v e s  you an i d e a  how c l o s e  it is .  

A.  Y e s ,  sir. 

Q. Does t h a t  look l i k e  t h e  d i t c h  you w e r e  t a l k i n g  
about  ( i n d i c a t i n g  E x h i b i t  P-46) ? 

A. Y e s ,  sir, it does.  

Q. 	 M r .  THOMPSON placed  it r i g h t  a long  about  h e r e  
( i n d i c a t i n g )  . 

A.  Righ t ,  sir.  To t h e  b e s t  o f  my memory, t h e  m a j o r i t y  
o f  t h e  bod ie s  and s t u f f  were c l o s e r  t o  t h e  v i l l a g e ,  a c t u a l l y  
down t o  t h e  end. I remember an empty space going o f f  t o  t h e  
n o r t h ,  and t h e y  seemed t o  be concen t r a t ed  i n  t h i s  area r i g h t  
i n  through h e r e  ( i n d i c a t i n g ). 
Q 	 Is t h a t  r i g h t ?  

A .  Y e s ,  s i r ,  t h e  b e s t  I remember. 

Q W e l l ,  t h a t ' s  M r .  THOMPSON'S r e c o l l e c t i o n ,  a l though  
I must s a y  t h a t  some of t h e  o t h e r  people  have p l aced  it  
f a r t h e r  t o  t h e  no r th .  H e  p l aced  it h e r e  because he i n d i c a t e d  
he c o u l d n ' t  l a n d  on t h i s  s i d e  because t h e  t r e e s  were on t h e  
l e f t  s i d e ,  o r  on t h e  west  s i d e .  
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A. Yes, sir.  W e l l ,  I remember a d e f i n i t e  vacant  
space. I suppose it would be t o  t h e  nor th  of t h e  v i l l a g e  
t h a t  t h e r e  was an open space.  The major i ty  of t h e  bodies I 
s a w  were c l o s e r  i n  t o  t h e  v i l l a g e .  

Q And you i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  you thought t h e  bodies 
were s t r e t c h e d  over  an a r e a  about 30 yards long,  which 
would make it roughly 100 f e e t ?  

A .  I ' d  say a t  l e a s t  about 20 t o  25 yards anyway, 
s i r .  Maybe n o t  L O O ,  bu t  a good 50 t o  75 f e e t .  

Q. NOW, i f  we can e s t a b l i s h  t h i s  a s  t h e  a r e a  h e r e  
and t h i s  being t h e  o t h e r  a r e a ,  d i d  you see  any o t h e r  groups 
of  bodies o t h e r  p laces?  For ins t ance ,  d i d  you s e e  any bodies 
on t h i s  road,  o r  d i d  you s e e  any bodies on Highway 521? 

A. Yes, sir. A s  w e  were making our  passes  coming 
around--I'm s u r e  we were encompassing t h e  whole v i l l a g e .  And 
i f  we were i n  f a c t  f l y i n g  across  t h i s  d i t c h  r a t h e r  than  t h i s  
c l o s e  t o  t h e  v i l l a g e  he re ,  then I remember a t r a i l  coming o u t  
of t h e  v i l l a g e .  I d o n ' t  know whether it was coming r i g h t  
around l i k e  t h a t  o r  what. NOW, on t h e  southern s i d e  of t h e  
v i l l a g e  t h e r e  w a s  a t r a i l  coming out .  I c o u l d n ' t  say whether 
it was t h i s  l i t t l e  i n t e r s e c t i o n  here  o r  r i g h t  i n  he re  some­
p l ace  now t h a t  I ' m  almost s u r e  t h a t  we were encompassing t h i s  
p o r t i o n ,  too ,  i n  our  f l i g h t .  On t h i s  more o r  l e s s  south ­
e a s t e r n  corner ,  on one of these  l i t t l e  t r a i l s - ­

( In te rpos ing)  On t h i s  t r a i l  here? 

A.  I t  could very we l l  have been, maybe r i g h t  i n  t h e r e  
someplace. There ' s  a l i t t l e  t r a i l  here .  I t  seems l i k e  it 
w a s  going i n t o  t h e  more massive p a r t  of t h e  v i l l a g e .  There 
were another  p i l e  of bodies t h e r e ,  I d o n ' t  know, t h e r e  may 
have been 20 o r  25 s c a t t e r e d  bodies.  A few more s c a t t e r e d  
bodies on down t h e  t r a i l  t o  t h e  west. I t  appeared t o  me t h a t  
t h e  people were t r y i n g  t o  f l e e  t h e  v i l l a g e  t o  t h e  west- ­

Q - Now, you were f l y i n g  i n  t h e  r i g h t  s e a t ,  weren ' t  
you? 

A. No, sir. I was f l y i n g  i n  t h e  l e f t  seat. 

Q. I thought M r .  MILLIANS was command p i l o t ?  

A. He w a s ,  sir. 
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Q Doesn't  t h e  command p i l o t  f l y  i n  t h e  l e f t  sea't? 

A. Not i n  our  gunships,  sir. 

Q. ~ o ti n  your gunships? 

A. NO, s ir .  

Q F i r s t  time I ever  r e a l i z e d  t h a t .  Yes, a l l  r i g h t ,  
we l l ,  t h a t ' s  a new one on me. Well, you were not  n e c e s s a r i l y  
maintaining any s e t  p a t t e r n .  You could have been f l y i n g  most 
anyplace. Is t h i s  c o r r e c t ?  

A.  Yes, sir.  

Q. Was t h e r e  any o t h e r  p a r t i c u l a r  l o c a t i o n  wi th in  
t h e  v i l l a g e ,  where you s a w  unusual numbers of bodies t h a t  
may have been spread i n  t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

A. S i r ,  a s  I ' v e  s t a t e d ,  t h e  v i l l a g e  was i n  flames and 
smoke. There was q u i t e  a b i t  of smoke. A s  you could s e e  on 
these  l i t t l e - - t h e y  appear t o  be cement courtyards--you'd s e e  
an occas ional  body, sometimes two o r  t h r e e .  Again, i t ' s  hard 
t o  say because of t h e  vege ta t ion  and s o  f o r t h  a s  t o  how many 
were a c t u a l l y  wi th in  t h e  i n n e r  per imeters  of t h e  v i l l a g e .  
The main ones I not iced  were both i n  t h e  t rench and t h e  t r a i l  
i n t e r s e c t i n g  along t h e  t rench.  And I remember a few up to- ­
it seems t o  me it was probably t o  t h e  n o r t h e a s t  of  t h e  v i l l a g e .  
Out i n  t h i s  a r e a  here  were occas ional  bodies .  

Q *  Did you s e e  any bodies along t h i s  main road? 

A. I c a n ' t  remember, s ir .  I t  seems t o  me the  road 
t h a t  was running east-west along by where I t o l d  you I had 
seen t h e s e  20 o r  25 bodies w a s  c l o s e r  i n  t o  t h e  v i l l a g e .  
Then maybe t h e  way t h i s  appears on t h i s  s c a l e  he re ,  it probably 
wouldn ' t  be over  100, probably 125 meters.  

Q. T h a t ' s  about 200 meters ,  250 meters down the re .  

A.  W e l l ,  it seems t o  me where I saw these  bodies w a s  
c l o s e r  i n  t o  t h e  v i l l a g e  r a t h e r  than  t h a t  f a r  o u t .  

Q. Have a s e a t  now, w i l l  you p lease .  You ind ica ted  
t h a t  you had had t h i s  conversat ion with--rather  M r .  MILLIANS 
had had t h i s  conversat ion with M r .  THOMPSON on t h e  ground? 
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A.  Y e s ,  sir. 

Q .  And a f t e r  t h i s  converat ion,  d i d  you r e c e i v e  any 
i n s t r u c t i o n s ,  o r  d i d  t h e  o t h e r  gun t h a t  s tayed t o  cover? Was 
t h e r e  any i n s t r u c t i o n  passed about covering them? About t h a t  
gunship covering M r .  THOMPSON on t h e  ground o r  covering t h i s  
a c t i o n  s o  t h a t  i n  t h e  event  they received f i r e  from e i t h e r  
t h e  enemy o r  from t h e  American fo rces?  

A. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  anything l i k e  t h a t  being s a i d ,  s i r .  

Q. Yes. Was t h e r e  a l o t  of  conversat ion on t h e  r a d i o  
a t  t h i s  time? 

A.  Not a g r e a t  d e a l ,  i f  I remember c o r r e c t l y ,  sir. 
I d o n ' t  remember, n o t  anything l i k e  t h e  r a d i o s  being jammed 
o r  anything l i k e  I have seen where you c a n ' t  g e t  a word i n  
sideways. 

Q Do you r e c a l l ,  was t h e r e  any conversat ion between 
your gunship and t h e  high gunship about what you were going 
t o  do and why you were going t o  do i t ?  

A. I c a n ' t  say ,  s i r ,  t h a t  I remember a d e f i n i t e  c a l l .  
The pol icy  was t h a t  we always kept  each o t h e r  informed a s  t o  
what we were going t o  do. I ' m  s u r e  t h a t - t h e  high gunship was 
f u l l y  aware of our  i n t e n t i o n s ,  o r  e l s e  t h e  a i r c r a f t  commander 
probably never would have landed t h e  a i r p l a n e .  

Q Approximately what time was it when your a i r c r a f t  
depar ted  s t a t i o n ?  

A. I b e l i e v e  it w a s  around, somewhere between 1100 
hours and 1130 hours ,  I b e l i e v e ,  s i r ,  r i g h t  approaching t h e  
noon hour. 

Q Did another  p a i r  of guns rep lace  you a t  t h a t  time? 

A. . I d o n ' t  be l i eve  they d i d ,  sir.  I c a n ' t  remember. 

Q A l l  r i g h t .  M r .  MACCRATE? 

MR MACCRATE: I d o n ' t  have any ques t ions  about t h i s  aspect .  

LTC PATTERSON: When you came on s t a t i o n  t h e  f i r s t  t ime and 
made c o n t a c t  with Skee te r ,  OH-23, M r .  THOMPSON, do you r e c a l l  
any o t h e r  gunships being i n  t h e  area?  Any o t h e r  u n i t ?  
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A. No, sir.  I know o t h e r  gunships were i n  t h e  a r e a ,  
although I c a n ' t  say I-­

Q. ( ~ n t e r p o s i n g )  Were o r  had been? 

A. O r  had been, yes ,  sir.  I w a s  aware t h a t  t h e r e  
were o t h e r  gunships bes ides  us  suppor t ing  t h e  mission. I 
don ' t - - r ea l ly  I c a n ' t  r e c a l l  whether some of them were s t i l l  
on s t a t i o n  o r  not .  I ' m  almost s u r e  they  weren ' t  on s t a t i o n  
a f t e r  we'd been t h e r e  f o r  maybe 15 minutes anyway. 

Q. You d i d n ' t  s e e  any of t h e  a s s a u l t s ,  any of  t h e s e  
combat a s s a u l t s  t h a t  morning when you a r r i v e d  on s t a t i o n ?  

A. No, sir.  Everyone w a s  a l r eady  on t h e  ground. The 
v i l l a g e  was a f i r e ;  and what damage was done, o r  t h e  major i ty  
of  it, I suppose, had a l r eady  been done before  I a r r i v e d  on 
s t a t i o n ,  

10: M r .  CULVEKHOUSE, I assume t h a t  when you l e f t  
s t a t i o n  you went back and landed a t  Dot t i e  t o  r e f u e l  and 
rearm. Is t h a t  c o r r e c t ?  

A.  Y e s ,  s ir .  We landed and re fue led .  We d i d n ' t  have 
t o  rearm because we hadn ' t  expended any ammunition whatsoever. 

Q. W e  understand t h a t  Warrant O f f i c e r  THOMPSON s tayed  
on s t a t i o n  f o r  another  h a l f ,  t h ree -quar t e r s  of  an hour,  and 
a f t e r  doing c e r t a i n  th ings  he re tu rned  t o  LZ Dot t i e .  Did you 
s e e  him when he re tu rned  t o  LZ Dot t i e?  

A. I c o u l d n ' t  say r e a l l y  one way o r  t h e  o t h e r ,  s i r ,  
whether I d i d  o r  d i d n ' t .  I d o n ' t ,  c a n ' t  r e c a l l  l eav ing  him 
behind, and I c a n ' t  r e c a l l  him being with us when we came 
back. 

Q. Did you, by chance, a t  t h a t  time go with him o r  
with M r .  MILLIANS? Did you t a l k  t o  anybody about t h i s  i n c i -  
den t  when you a r r i v e d  back a t  LZ D o t t i e  a t  t h a t  t ime,  t h a t  
day? 

A.  I d o n ' t  remember i t  i f  I d i d ,  s ir .  Usual ly,  a f t e r  
an opera t ion  t h e  p i l o t s  would ga the r  around t h e i r  ope ra t ions  
van and more o r  l e s s  d i s c u s s  t h e  happenings of t h e  morning 
o r  t h e  day. I c a n ' t  say,  s i r ,  whether we a c t u a l l y  made any 
r e p o r t  o r  anything a t  t h a t  time o r  a c t u a l l y  d iscussed  i t  i n  
depth wi th  anyone. I d o n ' t  remember it. 
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Q Well, i f  you'd have gone t o  t h e  t a s k  f o r c e  
commander o r  t o  one of t h e s e  people a t  t h a t  time o r  t o  Major 
WATKE, you probably would have remembered t h a t ,  would you not?  

A. S i r ,  I know I d i d n ' t  go t o  t h e  t a s k  f o r c e  commander. 
 
Major WATKE was always, i f  he wasn ' t  f l y i n g  wi th  u s ,  was i n  
  
o r  around the  opera t ions  van o r  maybe down a t  t h e  he l ipad .  
  
I t ' s  q u i t e  p o s s i b l e  t h a t  I could have t a l k e d  t o  Major WATKE. 
 
We d i d  t h i s  a c t u a l l y  day i n  and day ou t .  I know I t a l k e d  t o  
  
h i m  sometimes a f t e r  miss ions ,  and maybe sometimes I wouldn't .  
  
I c a n ' t  say whether I went d i r e c t l y  t o  him o r  t o l d  him any­
 
t h i n g  about it. 
 

Q. When-you f i n a l l y  terminated t h i s  opera t ion  t h a t  
  
day, d i d  you w r i t e - a n  a f t e r  a c t i o n  r e p o r t  o r  f i l l  o u t  a r e p o r t ,  
  
e i t h e r  you o r  M r .  M I L L I A N S ,  of any form t h a t  you know o f ?  
  

A. Not t h a t  I know of .  

Q Was it SOP wi th in  t h e  aero-scout company o r  with ­
i n  t h e  123d Aviat ion B a t t a l i o n  t o  w r i t e  a f t e r  a c t i o n  r e p o r t s  
of any form? 

A. I th ink  it w a s .  I c a n ' t  say f o r  s u r e ,  b u t  I 
th ink  it was t h e  po l i cy  t h a t  they d i d  t h i s .  I know tha t - ­
I d o n ' t  eve r  r e c a l l  a p i l o t  being c a l l e d  upon a c t u a l l y  t o  
w r i t e  a r e p o r t .  Maybe, i f  anything,  t h e  a i r c r a f t  commander 
who flew t h e  mission might go t o  t h e  opera t ions  van t o  p o s t  
a map o r  g ive  t h e  enemy s i t u a t i o n ,  any bunkers o r  ammunition, 
guns o r  s t u f f  t h a t  might have been found. They'd go i n  and 
p o s t  t h e  map and b r i n g  t h e  opera t ions  o f f i c e r  up t o  d a t e  a s  ­
t o  what had happened. 

Q =  Subsequent t o  t h i s  day, M r .  CULVERIIOUSE, can you 
t e l l  us what happened next  a s  f a r  a s  r e p o r t i n g  o r  i n v e s t i ­
g a t ing  o r  anything of  t h i s  i n c i d e n t ?  

A.  The next  t h i n g  t h a t  I remember concerning t h e  My 
Lai  ( 4 )  i n c i d e n t  i s - - r e a l l y  I c a n ' t  say how many days it was, 
it was a s h o r t  t ime,  nothing l i k e  a month l a t e r ,  maybe a week 
o r  a week and a h a l f  l a t e r .  I t  could have been as  s h o r t  a 
t ime a s  3 t o  4 days l a t e r .  We were back a t  LZ Dot t i e .  
Normally, a s  I . s a i d ,  I was a l t e r n a t i n g  between t h e  guns and 
t h e  s l i c k  p la toons .  Normally, t h e  gunships were o u t  reconning. 
I f  they found a t a r g e t ,  an opportune t a r g e t  f o r  our  organic  
i n f a n t r y  p la toon,  i f  I happened t o  be f l y i n g  a s l i c k  t h a t  day, 
we would t a k e  an i n f a n t r y  p la toon and i n s e r t  them on t h e  
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t a r g e t .  A l o t  of t imes I was s i t t i n g  around LZ Dot t i e .  I 
d i d  a l o t  of s i t t i n g  around r e a l l y  and j u s t  wa i t ing  f o r  a 
t a r g e t  o r  something t o  come up. I r e c a l l  one day I was on 
t h e  ground, and it was j u s t  a s h o r t  t ime a f t e r  t h e  inc iden t .  
I was t o l d ,  t o  t h e  b e s t  of my knowledge, t o  r e p o r t  t o  t h e  van. 
There was some colonel  up i n  a r t i l l e r y  base t a c t i c a l  opera t ions  
c e n t e r ,  I suppose, o r  f i r e  d i r e c t i o n  c e n t e r ,  t h a t  wanted t o  
t a l k  t o  us concerning t h a t  mission. I remember going up-­

( In te rpos ing)  Who t o l d  you t o  go up t h e r e ?  

A. S i r ,  i f  I remember c o r r e c t l y ,  I b e l i e v e  M r .  
THOMPSON came down t o  t h e  f l i g h t  l i n e  and asked me t o  go up 
t o  t h e  bunker. I th ink  it w a s  t h e  f i r e  d i r e c t i o n  cen te r  
where t h i s  co lonel  was. 

Q. Y e s .  Who e l s e  went up wi th  you? 

A. The only people,  I c a n ' t  remember anyone a c t u a l l y  
walking up wi th  m e ,  b u t  I do remember M r .  THOMPSON, and I 
know t h a t  one of h i s  gunners w a s  a t  t h i s  f i r e  d i r e c t i o n  
c e n t e r  t h e  same time I was. I p a r t i c u l a r l y  remember t h e  t h r e e  
of us. 

Q J u s t  t h r e e  of you. Was t h e r e  any more? 

A. There could have been, s ir .  There could have 
been some more a t  a d i f f e r e n t  t ime. I d o n ' t  remember whether 
some of t h e  o t h e r  p i l o t s  who flew with us  t h a t  day were t h e r e  
with us o r  no t .  Poss ib ly ,  l i k e  I s a i d ,  poss ib ly  M r .  MILLIANS 
o r  someone might have been t h e r e .  I d o n ' t  say t h a t  he was o r  
he wasn 't. 

Q. A l l  r i g h t ,  now you remember M r .  THOMPSON being 
t h e r e .  You a l s o  remember one of h i s  crew members o r  door-
gunners o r  somebody being t h e r e .  

A. A t  l e a s t  one of t h e  two doorgunners t h a t  flew with 
him t h a t  day. 

9 Yes. Well, t e l l  me what happened from t h e r e  on. 

A. S i r ,  I went i n s i d e  t h e r e .  

Q. 
yourse l f?  

Did a l l  t h r e e  of you go i n ,  o r  d i d  you go i n  by 

23 APP T-126 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 
 

A. I b e l i e v e ,  I t h i n k ,  s i r ,  t h a t  I went i n  by 
myself .  I b e l i e v e  M r .  THOMPSON and h i s  gunners had t a l k e d  
t o  t h i s  c o l o n e l  a l r e a d y .  I f  I ' m  n o t  mis taken,  I went i n  by 
myself .  I d o n ' t  remember anyone be ing  w i t h  m e  when I was 
t a l k i n g  t o  him. 

Q Y e s ,  and what w e r e  you t o l d  a t  t h a t  t i m e ,  o r  
what were you asked a t  t h a t  t ime? 

A.  I w a s  asked ,  s i r ,  i f  I f lew t h e  miss ion  t h a t  day 
and what a c t u a l l y  w a s  my job. I b e l i e v e  I was asked who I 
w a s  f l y i n g  w i t h  and q u e s t i o n s  more o r  less o f  a g e n e r a l  t y p e  
n a t u r e .  I was asked q u e s t i o n s  about  t h e  mi s s ion ,  as t o  may­
be  what t i m e  I w a s  t h e r e ,  q u e s t i o n s  very s i m i l a r  t o  what I ' v e  
been asked he re .  I mean, t h e r e  w e r e  no maps o r  any th ing  l i k e  
t h a t  t h a t  I used.  There w e r e  no a e r i a l  photographs o r  any­
t h i n g  l i k e  we used h e r e ,  b u t  q u e s t i o n s  o f  very much t h e  same 
n a t u r e  t h a t  you've asked m e  h e r e  t h i s  morning. 

I t  seemed t o  me t h a t  t h i s  c o l o n e l ,  which I c a n ' t  
remember h i s  name a t  a l l - -we l l ,  h e  had t o l d  m e  t h a t  he w a s  
i n v e s t i g a t i n g  t h e  i n c i d e n t .  A t  t h a t  t ime it seemed t o  m e  t h a t  
h e  f e l t ,  o r  someone f e l t  t h a t  maybe t h e r e  was something worth 
looking  i n t o .  H e  w a s  more o r  less g a t h e r i n g  in fo rma t ion .  
But it seems t o  m e  t h a t  t h e  main t h i n g  he was concerned w i t h  
w a s ,  t h e  t h i n g  t h a t  s t i c k s  o u t  i n  my mind t h e  most was him a s k i n g  
m e  i f  I d i d ,  i n  fact ,  see a co lo red  NCO f i r i n g  i n t o  t h i s  d i t c h .  
I remember t e l l i n g  him, y e s ,  t h a t  I d i d .  H e  asked m e  how I 
could  say  t h a t  it w a s  a co lo red  s o l d i e r  and t h a t  he  w a s  an  
NCO. A t  t h a t  t i m e  I t o l d  him t h a t  we w e r e  making very  low 
p a s s e s  o v e r  t h e  v i l l a g e  and n o t  r e a l l y  a l l  t h a t  f a s t .  W e  
w e r e  t r y i n g  t o  ma in t a in  around 60  t o  6 5  kno t s .  And I t o l d  
him t h a t  t h e r e  w a s  no doubt i n  my mind t h a t  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  
w a s  co lo red .  I t o l d  him, a s  I t o l d  you, t h a t  I could  d e f i n ­
i t e l y  s e e  chevrons above h i s  ro l l ed -up  s l e e v e s .  I t  seemed 
t o  m e  t h a t  t h a t ' s  t h e  one t h i n g  t h a t  s t i c k s  o u t  i n  my mind 
t h e  most. 

He w a s  q u i t e  concerned about  t h a t  one t h i n g .  I 
remember him a s k i n g  m e ,  it seems l i k e ,  two o r  t h r e e  t i m e s  
whether o r  n o t  I w a s  a c t u a l l y  s u r e  of what I ' d  s een .  I remem­
ber answering,  a t  least  t w i c e ,  t h a t  I had i n  f a c t  s een  t h i s .  
H e  q u i t e  p o s s i b l y  might have asked m e  about  some o f  t h e  o t h e r  
bodies  surrounding t h e  v i l l a g e  o r  something l i k e  t h a t ,  o r  he  
might have asked m e  my opin ion  o f  what happened, o r  d i d  I see 
any d ra f t - age  Vietnamese males,  o r  any th ing  of  t h i s  n a t u r e .  
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Q You i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  you w e r e  t a l k i n g  t o  him 
g e n e r a l l y  a long  t h e  same l i n e s  t h a t  w e  have been d i s c u s s i n g  
t h i n g s  h e r e  t h i s  morning. 

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q. Did you t e l l  him t h e  s t o r y  a s  you por t r ayed  it t o  
us? Did YOU t e l l  him t h a t  you saw t h e  d i t c h  t h a t  had a l l  
t h e s e  bodies  i n  it, and t h a t  you had seen  t h i s  co lo red  i n d i v i ­
d u a l  f i r i n g  i n t o  t h i s  d i t c h ?  Did you t e l l  him about  t h e  con­-

f r o n t a t i o n  w i t h  t h e  l i e u t e n a n t  and about p i ck ing  up t h e  
' 	 i n d i v i d u a l s  and f l y i n g  them o u t  of  t h e  v i l l a g e ?  Did you t e l l  

him about t h e  bodies  you had seen  on t h e  t r a i l ?  

A. Y e s ,  sir .  I ' m  s u r e  I probably--I'm s u r e  I d i d  
cover a l l  t h o s e  i t e m s .  But it seemed t o  m e ,  l i k e  I s a i d  
b e f o r e ,  t h a t  even a f t e r  t e l l i n g  my s i d e  o f  t h e  s t o r y  and a l l ,  
it s t i l l  seemed t o  m e  t h a t  t h e  t h i n g  t h a t  s t i c k s  i n  my mind 
most was t h e  f a c t  t h a t  he asked m e  i f  I d i d ,  i n  f a c t ,  s e e  
t h i s  NCO shoo t ing  i n t o  t h e  d i t c h .  I d o n ' t  know why they  
ques t ioned  m e  about t h i s ,  b u t  t h a t  seemed t o  be one of  t h e  
major t h i n g s  t h a t  he w a s  concerned wi th  f o r  some reason.  

Q. How long d i d  you t a l k  t o  him? 

About 10 t o  15  minutes ,  sir. 

Were you p laced  under oa th?  

A. No, sir. 

Did you make any w r i t t e n  s t a t emen t  a t  t h a t  t ime? 

No, s ir .  

Q. Did you n o t i c e  whether o r  n o t  he was t a k i n g  any 
 
no te s  o r  t r a n s c r i b i n g  t h i s  i n  any form? 
 

A. I c a n ' t  say f o r  s u r e ,  sir.  I t h i n k  he  was t a k i n g  
notes .  

Q. Do you r e c a l l  whether t h i s  i n d i v i d u a l  was--you 
say  he was a co lone l .  Was he a l i e u t e n a n t  c o l o n e l  o r  was he 
a co lone l?  

A. I t  seems t o  me, s i r ,  t h a t  he was a l i e u t e n a n t  
co lone l .  I r e a l l y  c a n ' t ,  d o n ' t  have any r e a l  b a s i s  f o r  say ­
i n g  t h i s .  I d o n ' t  remember. I t  seems t o  m e  t h a t  a c o l o n e l ,  
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i f  he had been a co lone l ,  it seems t o  me t h a t  I would have 
been maybe a l i t t l e  more impressed. I mean normally you see 
q u i t e  a few l i e u t e n a n t  co lone l s .  On t h a t  b a s i s ,  I d o n ' t  
remember whether he was a co lone l  o r  a l i e u t e n a n t  co lonel .  

Q. Do you remember t h e  bu i ld ing ,  t h e  van, o r  what­
eve r  it w a s ,  i n  which you were i n t e r r o g a t e d .  

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Was it a van o r  what w a s  i t ?  

A. Actual ly  it was a bunker. A sandbagged bunker 
on t o p  of--our he l ipad  was down a t  t h e  f o o t  of t h e  h i l l  t h e r e  
a t  LZ Dot t i e .  I t  was a sandbagged bunker. I t h i n k  it was 
dug i n t o  t h e  ground and then sandbagged around t h e  top .  I 
can remember s tepping  down i n t o  it. 

Q.  Do you remember whether it had a  meta l  door on 
it o r  no t?  Could you have been going i n t o  a van t h a t  had 
been dug i n t o  t h e  ground and covered with sand bags? 

A. Q u i t e  poss ib ly  I could have, s ir .  I know t h a t  
it was a dug-in bunker, and sandbagged. 

Q .  How l a r g e  was it, approximately? 

A. I f  I remember, s i r ,  it was something l i k e  maybe 
12 o r  1 4  f e e t  by 9 o r  10 f e e t  i n s i d e .  

Q. I have he re  two p i c t u r e s  of i n d i v i d u a l s  (Exhib i t s  
P-50 and P-142). Would you look a t  t h e s e  and s e e  i f  e i t h e r  
o f  those  may have been t h e  o f f i c e r  t h a t  you t a l k e d  with? 

A .  S i r ,  I c o u l d n ' t  say one way o r  another  whether 
e i t h e r  one of those  was t h e  person I t a l k e d  wi th .  The f a c e  
on t h e  smal l e r  p i c t u r e  i s  more--I'd say ,  i f  I had seen e i t h e r  
f a c e ,  it would be t h e  one i n  t h e  smal l e r  p i c t u r e ,  I would 
th ink .  I c a n ' t  say t h a t  e i t h e r  one of  them i s  r e a l l y  t h e  one 
I t a l k e d  wi th .  

Q For t h e  r ecord ,  we'd l i k e  t o  s t a t e  t h a t  M r .  
CULVERHOUSE w a s  shown p i c t u r e s  of Lieutenant  Colonel BARKER 
(Exhibi t  P-142) and Colonel HENDERSON (Exh ib i t  P-50) . A l ­
though n o t  being a b l e  t o  p o s i t i v e l y  i d e n t i f y  them, he i n d i ­
c a t ed  t h e  smal l  photo of Colonel HENDERSON may poss ib ly  have 
been t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  he t a l k e d  wi th .  
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MR MACCRATE: Did you ever  hea r ,  M r .  CULVERHOUSE, t h a t  M r .  
THOMPSON and h i s  crew had taken a c h i l d  t o  t h e  h o s p i t a l  i n  
Quang Ngai? 

A. Yes, sir. I d i d  hea r  t h a t  THOMPSON and h i s  crew 
d i d  t ake  a small  c h i l d  with a shrapnel  wound i n  one of h i s  
arms o r  shoulders ,  t o  t h e  b e s t  of  my memory, t o  t h e  h o s p i t a l .  
H i s  gunner took t h i s  c h i l d  o u t  of t h i s  same t r ench  with t h e  
bodies which I d iscussed  e a r l i e r .  

Q. Did you understand t h a t  i n c i d e n t  had occurred 
a f t e r  you l e f t  t h e  s t a t i o n  t h a t  day? 

, 

A. I understood it happened be fo re ,  sir. 

Q Did it occur while  you were on s t a t i o n  t h a t  day 
o r  before  you came on s t a t i o n ?  

A. I th ink  it occurred t o  me, s i r ,  whi le  w e  were on 
s t a t i o n .  I wouldn ' t  want t o  say f o r  s u r e  t h a t  THOMPSON i n ­
formed us ,  bu t  I mentioned h i s  absence when we f i r s t  a r r i v e d  
on s t a t i o n .  But r e a l l y ,  a s  f a r  as making a d e f i n i t e  answer 
and saying t h a t  he informed us when he re tu rned  t h a t  he w a s  
r e t u r n i n g  from tak ing  t h a t  wounded person t o  t h e  h o s p i t a l  o r  
exac t ly  where he had been, I don' t - - I  c a n ' t  remember him 
a c t u a l l y  t e l l i n g  us where he had been o r  when he had taken 
t h i s  c h i l d  t o  t h e  h o s p i t a l .  

m 
Q. You were simply basing your assumption t h a t  he 
had done it before  on t h e  f a c t  t h a t  he w a s  n o t  on s t a t i o n  
when you a r r i v e d  on s t a t i o n .  Is t h a t  i t ?  

A.  Y e s ,  sir. 

Q. Do you know i f  any gunship accompanied him on 
t h a t  t r i p  t o  t h e  h o s p i t a l ?  

A. NO, s ir ,  I d o n ' t .  

Q You d o n ' t  r e c a l l  any of  t h e  o t h e r  p i l o t s  speaking 
about going wi th  him, accompanying him i n  t h e i r  gunship,  t o  
t h e  h o s p i t a l ?  

A. I d o n ' t  remember anyone saying t h a t ,  s ir .  

COL FRANKLIN: I ' m  going t o  ask you f o r  some opin ions  of  t h i s  
meeting you had with t h e  co lone l ,  M r .  CULVERHOUSE. What 
impression d i d  you have of t h e  t a l k  t h a t  you had? Did you 
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g e t  t o  t a l k  l i k e  you t a lked  t o  u s ,  without i n t e r r u p t i o n ?  Was 
t h e r e  a r e a l  i n t e r e s t ,  o r  d i d  you g e t  argued with a l i t t l e  b i t ?  
Were you s o r t  of pu t  on t h e  spot?  J u s t  what was your f e e l i n g  
wi th  t h i s  co lonel?  

A. . I  d o n ' t  remember being a b l e  t o  t a l k  t o  him a s  
f r e e l y  as I ' v e  been a b l e  t o  t a l k  t o  you t h i s  morning. I t  
seems l i k e - - i t  seems t o  me t h a t  t h e  colonel  I t a l k e d  t o  was 
more o r  l e s s  on t h e  defens ive  i n  a way. I t  appeared t o  m e  
t h a t  t h e r e  was some doubt r e a l l y  a s  t o  what we were saying. 
That could,  might have j u s t  been h i s  p e r s o n a l i t y  t o  n o t  make 
a person f e e l  very a t  ease.  But he appeared t o  be on t h e ,  
I ' d  say t h e  more o r  l e s s  defens ive  r a t h e r  than a n e u t r a l .  
I ' d  say t h e  defens ive  more than a n e u t r a l  i n  h i s  l i n e  of 
ques t ioning .  

Q. You mentioned genera l ly  t h e  same s u b j e c t s  you 
covered with us. This d i tch- - I  th ink  i n  one of your s t a t e ­
ments, t h e r e  may be even blood running i n  t h e  d i t c h .  Do you 
t h i n k  you might have t a l k e d  i n  t h e s e  s t rong  t e r m s  when you 
were t a l k i n g  t o  t h i s  co lonel?  

A.  Yes, sir. I th ink  I might have. 

Q. What was h i s  r e a c t i o n  when you mentioned a d i t c h  
with blood running i n  t h e  d i t c h  and a l l  t hese  bodies? Did 
he say anything? 

A.  I c a n ' t  remember e x a c t l y  what h i s  r e a c t i o n  t o  
t h a t  was, sir.  It seemed t h a t  some of  t h e  t h i n g s  t h a t  I t o l d  
him d i d  seem t o  p u t  him, l i k e  I s a i d ,  more o r  l e s s  on t h e  
defens ive ,  o r  t h a t ' s  t h e  way I f e l t  i t - - t h a t ' s  t h e  way I g o t  
it. I t  made him uneasy. Real ly ,  s ir ,  t h a t ' s  what I ' m  t r y i n g  
t o  say. He seemed t o  be q u i t e  uneasy when I ' d  make a r a t h e r  
bold  o r  b r a s s  s ta tement  a s  t o  t h e  hard f a c t s ,  l i k e  s o  many 
bodies-- that  t h e r e  was blood a c t u a l l y  running o f f  from t h e  
bodies  down i n t o  t h e  d i t c h .  Real ly ,  t h a t ' s  t h e  impression 
he gave m e .  

Q. Your landing of t h i s  gunship i s  s o r t  of unusual. 
Do you r e c a l l  anybody ever  being upse t  about br inging  t h a t  
gunship down? 

A. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  anyone ever  a c t i n g  r e a l  upse t  about 
it. I know it i s n ' t  s tandard  opera t ing  procedures.  Myself, 
i f  I had been making t h e  dec i s ions ,  I d o n ' t  know whether I 
would have e l e c t e d  t o  a c t u a l l y  s e t  o r  land a gunship i n  a 
t a c t i c a l  s i t u a t i o n  o r  not .  

APP T-126 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 



63 

S 
P 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 
 

Q. Do you ever  r e c a l l  M r .  MILLIANS coming t o  you and 
saying he g o t  i n  t r o u b l e  f o r  landing t h a t  gunship t o  evacuate 
those c i v i l i a n s ?  

A. I d o n ' t  remember him saying t h a t .  

Q- Do you remember ever  t a l k i n g  t o  your company 
commander about t h i s ?  

A. No, sir.  I d o n ' t  remember going t o  t a l k  with 
Major WATKE f o r  t h a t  s p e c i f i c  purpose o r  reason. You know, 
a s  f a r  a s  making explanat ions  as  t o  why we d i d  it and s o  
f o r t h ,  I d o n ' t  remember him c a l l i n g  us i n .  W e  were a l l  a 
f a i r l y  c lose -kn i t  group, and I might have d iscussed  it with 
him, bu t  n o t  on a formal b a s i s  anyway. 

Q Well, how about t h e  informal  b a s i s ,  d i scuss ing
t h i s  wi th  Major WATKE? Do you s p e c i f i c a l l y  r e c a l l  any t i m e  
when you t a l k e d  about it informally? 

A. I c a n ' t  r e c a l l  any s p e c i f i c  t ime, no, s ir .  I 
r e a l l y  c a n ' t  say t h a t  I d i d  o r  t h a t  I d i d n ' t .  We, among t h e  
f l i g h t  p la toons  t h e r e  i n  t h e  company, we d iscussed  th ings  
q u i t e  f r equen t ly  i n  more o r  l e s s  t h e  open. Things such as  
what we had found on our  missions,, K I A ' s  t h a t  were taken t h a t  
day, how many weapons we had captured ,  and l i k e  t h a t .  So i t ' s  
q u i t e  p o s s i b l e  t h a t  I might have d iscussed  something about 
t h i s  i n c i d e n t  with Major WATKE on t h a t  type b a s i s .  I d o n ' t  
remember a formal d iscuss ion .  

Q. I n  your opin ion ,  d i d  Major WATKE know about t h a t ?  
Did he know about t h e  d i t c h  and t h e  bodies ,  i n  your opinion? 

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  

9 He d i d  know about i t ?  

A.  Y e s ,  s ir .  

Can I ask you why you t h i n k  he d id?  

A.  Well, s i r ,  as I s a i d ,  I d o n ' t  remember going t o  
him and t e l l i n g  him personal ly .  I ' m  s u r e  a s  much concern as 
t h e r e  was i n  t h e  company over t h i s  i n c i d e n t ,  a s  much as  it was 
probably t a l k e d  about ,  and a l l  t h a t ,  I d o n ' t  s e e  how they 
could h e l p  b u t  be aware of it. A s  upse t  a s  M r .  THOMPSON 
seemed t o  be over  t h e  e n t i r e  s i t u a t i o n  and a l l ,  I c a n ' t  say 
f o r  s u r e  t h a t  he ever  went i n  f r o n t  of Major WATKE f o r  t h a t .  
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Knowing Major WATKE and knowing M r .  THOMPSON, I ' d  be prone 
t o  be l i eve  t h a t  s u r e l y  M r .  THOMPSON d i d  make him aware of it. 
I c a n ' t  say f o r  s u r e  t h a t  he d id .  

Q. You say " i n  t h e  company." Was t h e r e  more than 
j u s t  you and M r .  THOMPSON and some crew members? What do 
you mean " the  company," t h e  f e e l i n g  i n  t h e  company about t h i s ?  

A .  Really what I meant by t h a t  was t h e  people,  t h e  
p i l o t s  t h a t  were a c t u a l l y  on--the p i l o t s  and crew t h a t  were 
on s t a t i o n  t h a t  morning, t h e  f i r s t  crews on s t a t i o n  as  we l l  
a s  our  crew. I remember it was d iscussed  q u i t e  f r equen t ly  
f o r  some t i m e  a f t e r  it happened. I t  wasn ' t  f o r g o t t e n  i n  2 
o r  3 days l i k e  a l o t  of t h e  missions we discussed.  There 
f o r  a whi le ,  it was cons tan t ly  coming up. Someone was 
mentioning something about it. 

Q When it was d iscussed ,  how was it r e f e r r e d  t o ,  
unnecessary k i l l i n g  o r  massacre? Do you know j u s t  what  words 
were used when it was discussed? 

A. From t h e  people t h a t  I heard d i scuss  i t ,  everyone- ­
a l l  of them seemed t o  think--I  was of t h e  opinion t h a t  t h e  
genera l  opin ion  was t h a t  t h e r e  was unnecessary k i l l i n g  t h a t  
took p lace  t h e r e .  

Q Do you know i f  your b a t t a l i o n  commander ever  came 
down and t a l k e d  t o  anybody about t h i s ?  

A. No, s i r ,  I d o n ' t .  

10: I want t o  come back t o  t h e  t ime you were a t  LZ 
D o t t i e ,  and you were asked t o  go up with THOMPSON and somebody 
e l s e  t o  t a l k  t o  t h i s  co lonel .  What time of day was t h a t ,  do 
you r e c a l l ?  

A .  I t  seems l i k e  it w a s  e i t h e r  t h e  l a t e  por t ion  of  
t h e  morning o r  t h e  very e a r l y  por t ion  of t h e  af te rnoon.  Some­
where around noon, I ' d  say ,  g ive  o r  t ake  an hour one way o r  
another .  

Q. While you were t h e r e  a t  LZ Dot t i e  t h a t  day, d i d  
you s e e  a l o t  of o t h e r  s e n i o r  o f f i c e r s  t h a t  were flown i n  
and ou t  of t h e  he l ipad?  

A.  No, sir.  

(CULVERHOUSE) 30 APP T-126 
 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 
 



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

Q Did you use t h e  same he l ipad  t h a t  command and 
cont ro l  h e l i c o p t e r s  would use coming i n t o  LZ Dot t ie?  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  There was one he l ipad--ac tua l ly  t h e r e  
was an improved o r  a s p h a l t  he l ipad  down a t  t h e  f o o t  of t h e  
h i l l ,  and t h e r e  was another  small  he l ipad  on top  of t h e  h i l l  
a s  wel l  a s  a POL pad on t o p  of  t h e  h i l l .  I ' d  say t h e r e  
was t h r e e  normal landing p o s i t i o n s  t h e r e  a t  LZ Dot t i e .  I 
would th ink  t h a t  i f  t h e r e  were a V I P  o r  someone coming i n ,  
more than  l i k e l y  they would land a t  t h e  he l ipad  on t o p  of 
t h e  h i l l .  It was much c l o s e r  t o  t h e  f i r e  d i r e c t i o n  c e n t e r ,  
t h e  opera t ions  c e n t e r ,  and s o  f o r t h .  Perhaps they would 
land on t o p  of t h e  h i l l  r a t h e r  than  land down a t  our h e l i ­
pad and walk up probably 500 o r  600 meters up t h e  h i l l .  

Q 	 Then you probably, i f  they had been t h e r e ,  you
probably would not  have seen them anyhow. 

A. Yes, s ir .  

Q. They would have landed a t  t h e  LZ on t o p  of t h e  
h i l l ,  as opposed t o  t h e  LZ which i s  on t h e  west s i d e  of  LZ 
Dot t i e ,  where you normally landed your s l i c k s  and gunships? 

A. Y e s ,  sir. I could have seen them landing o r  
'03 	 . approaching LZ Dot t i e  and known where they were landing. A s  

f a r  a s  t h e  people on board,  why t h e r e  wouldn't  have been 
any way t h a t  I could have known. 

Q. Did you see  any genera l s  o r  any s e n i o r  o f f i c e r s  
F t h e r e  t h a t  morning when you went up t o  t a l k  t o  t h e  colonel  
cr3 on t h e  h i l l ,  a s i d e  from t h a t  one ind iv idua l?  

A.  No, sir. I d o n ' t  t h i n k  I d i d .  

Q Reference the  ques t ion  Colonel FRANKLIN asked you
about how you were being ques t ioned,  d i d  it appear t h a t  
you were being quest ioned t o  f i n d  ou t  i f  t h e  aero-scouts  and 
t h e  gunships d i d  something wrong t h a t  day? 

A. No, sir.  I d o n ' t  remember any ques t ions  along 
t h i s  l i n e .  I d o n ' t  remember r e a l l y  being on t h e  defens ive  my­
s e l f .  I d o n ' t  t h ink  t h e r e  was anything s a i d  about maybe we 
were i n  t h e  wrong o r  something. I th ink  he was more o r  l e s s  
t r y i n g  t o  base o r  ground on t h e  assumption t h a t  something 
had taken p lace  t h e r e ,  and t h a t  it was o u t  of o rde r .  
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Q Do you r e c a l l  whether o r  n o t  you t o l d  him 
about  landing  t h e  gunship t o  p i ck  up t h e s e  women and 
c h i l d r e n ?  

A. . I ' m  q u i t e  s u r e  I d i d ,  s ir .  I ' m  n o t  s u r e  I 
t o l d  him t h a t  w e  took them o u t ,  and I f e l t  t h a t  i f  we  
h a d n ' t ,  they would have been k i l l e d  a l s o .  

Q. This  ope ra t ion  took p l a c e  on t h e  16 th .  You 
i n d i c a t e d  it took p l a c e  sometime c l o s e l y  t h e r e a f t e r ,  n o t  
a month o r  something l i k e  t h a t .  

A .  No, s i r ,  no g r e a t  p e r i o d  of t i m e .  

Q Y e s .  Could t h i s  have taken  p l a c e  on t h e  1 8 t h ,  
2 days l a t e r ?  

A. I t  could have,  s i r .  I ' d  l i k e  t o  t h i n k  o r  
remember it, b u t  it d i d  t a k e  p l a c e  w i t h i n  a week anyway, t o  
t h e  b e s t  of my remembrance. I remember it w a s  w i t h i n  3 o r  
4 days.  

Q. I t  w a s  s t i l l  very f r e s h  i n  your memory? 

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q Now, coming back t o  t h e  d i s c u s s i o n s  t h a t  you
had t a l k e d  about w i t h i n  t h e  company. I t a k e  it from 
your response t o  Colonel FRANKLIN'S ques t ion  t h a t  it was 
g e n e r a l l y  p r e t t y  w e l l  known w i t h i n  t h e  company t h a t  something 
unusual had taken  p l a c e  t h a t  day? 

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q Were t h e r e  a l o t  of  wi ld  rumors going on i n  t h e  
company by people  who w e r e  n o t  a s s o c i a t e d  with  t h e  i n c i d e n t ?  

A .  I d o n ' t  remember, s ir .  I ' m  s u r e  it was t a l k e d  
about  enough t h a t  I ' m  s u r e  t h e r e  were rumors. I ' m  s u r e  
t h a t  s t o r i e s  might have been twi s t ed  and s o  f o r t h ,  because 
t h e  p i l o t s  from Alpha Company w e r e  aware o f  it. 

Q. You say  t h e  p i l o t s  from Alpha Company w e r e  
aware o f  i t ?  

A. Y e s ,  sir. 
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Q. Do you know any s p e c i f i c  i n d i v i d u a l s  from 
Alpha Company t h a t  were aware of  i t ?  

A. Not t h a t  I can remember, s i r .  I t  would be 
almost impossible f o r  a p i l o t  i n  t h e  b a t t a l i o n  n o t  t o  be 
aware of it, because it was d iscussed  t h a t  much. There 
seemed t o  be q u i t e  a b i t  of concern. 

Q - Did you ever  t a l k  t o ,  o r  d i d  anybody ever  t a l k  
t o  you about t h i s  i n c i d e n t  from o u t s i d e  t h e  b a t t a l i o n ?  
Here I ' m  th inking  about people such as  t h e  i n s p e c t o r  genera l ,  
t h e  chapla in ,  o r  o t h e r  members of t h e  d i v i s i o n  ' s t a f f ?  

A.  No, sir.  The only one o u t s i d e  of t h e  b a t t a l i o n  
t h a t  I remember saying anything t o  me was j u s t  t h i s  one 
colonel  t h a t  I was t e l l i n g  you about a t  LZ Dot t i e .  

Q. Do you r e c a l l  s i t t i n g  around a t  your c lub  some 
evening wi th  somebody o u t s i d e  of t h e  b a t t a l i o n  and, perhaps,  
mentioning anything t o  them a t  a l l ?  

A. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  doing t h a t ,  sir.  I t  could have 
happened very e a s i l y ,  because we went t o  o t h e r  b a t t a l i o n s '  
c lubs ,  and they came t o  ours .  I t  could have happened. 

m Q. A t  any t ime, t o  your r e c o l l e c t i o n ,  d i d  Major 
WATKE assemble t h e  company and t e l l  about a l o t  of loose  
t a l k  going around t h i s  i n c i d e n t  and it w a s  being i n v e s t i -  
gated and, " t h e r e f o r e ,  l e t ' s  s t o p  a l l  t h e s e  rumors, and s o  
f o r t h ,  and l e t  t h e  mat ter  be i n v e s t i g a t e d  proper ly"?  

.4= 

A. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  t h a t ,  sir. 

Q- Did anybody ever  caut ion  you t o  keep q u i e t  about 
t h i s ?  

A.  No, sir.  

Q =  Were you ever  advised o r  informed i n  any way o t h e r  
than  what t h e  colonel  had t o l d  you a t  LZ Dot t i e  t h a t  an inves­
t i g a t i o n  was being made of t h i s  i n c i d e n t ?  

A. No, s i r .  I d o n ' t  remember eve r  being informed t h a t  
t h e r e  was an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  i n  progress .  I suppose maybe I 
might have deduced from my meeting with t h i s  co lonel  t h a t  
t h e r e  poss ib ly  was one underway. A f t e r  t h a t  one convers t ion  
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I had with him, I never was questioned concerning it 
 
again by anyone who was investigating it. 
 

Q.  But he did tell you that he was conducting an 
investigation, as I recall your testimony? 

A. Yes, sir. 
 

MR. MACCRATE: After you spoke with the colonel who indicated 
 
that he was conducting an investigation, did you ever, at any 
 
time, hear the results of the investigation? 
 

A. No, sir. As I said, that one day was the last 
 
I ever heard about any investigation. 
 

Q. Did you make any inquiries or hear other people 
 
inquiring as to what had happened of the investigation? 
 

A. I didn't make any inquiries myself. I under­
 
stand, or the best I can remember, Warrant Officer THOMPSON 
 
was inquiring. I think maybe because he was down, you know, 
 
the closest. He got a better look at things but was more 
 
concerned with it than anyone that I knew. I'm almost 
 
certain that he did question someone as to whether any results 
 
had ever come of it or not. I can't say that he actually 
 
did this. 
 

Q Have you heard that he had asked someone about 
 
it? 
 

A. No, sir. I hadn't heard that, and I don't remem­
 
ber him telling me that he had. I do remember that he had-­
 
didn't forget it very quickly and still talked about it up to 
 
the time he transferred out of our unit. I don't 
 
know exactly what his actions were. I think that if anyone 
 
did check on it, the outcome of the investigation, he more 
 
than likely did. 
 

Q. Did you get the impression that the colonel was 
 
serious about the investigation. Was he really trying to 
 
get at the facts of what had taken place, or in addition 
 
to his being defensive about it, as you suggest, did you get 
 
the impression that he really was setting out to get as much 
 
information as he could? 
 

Did he ask you, for example, who else had 
 
knowledge of what went on? Was he trying to find the names 
 
of people who were there? 
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A. No, sir. I don't remember him going into an 

in-depth investigation, as far as that's concerned, about 
 
circumstances that actually surrounded the case, about things 
 
that happened before and after and all. I don't remember him 
 
asking anything about other people that were involved, other 
 
than maybe potential witnesses and stuff. I do'n't remember 
 
any questions along those lines. 
 

Q - Did you ever remember Major WATKE asking you ques­

tions along that line? 
 

A. No, sir, I don't. 
 

Q Did you ever remember Major WILSON asking you

questions along that line? 
 

A. No, I don't. 
 

Q Do you have any recollection of Major WILSON
 
being present at the time that you went up and talked to the 
 
colonel? 
 

A. I couldn't say that he was present. I know he 
 
spent a great deal of time in our operations van. He might 
 
have been there, but then I couldn't say that he was. 
 

Q - Well, would he have been down at LZ Dottie or 
 
would he have been up at Chu Lai? 
 

A. Well actually, he spent more time at operations 
 
in Chu Lai than he did in the operations van down at LZ 
 
Dottie. I don't remember him flying all that much. It's 
 
possible that he could have been at either of the two places. 
 
I couldn't say where he was, but he had knowledge that I was 
 
going to talk to this colonel. 
 

Q. Did you know Colonel HOLLADAY? 
 

A. Yes, sir. 
 

Q. Did you have any recollection of seeing him at 

this time in connection with this investigation by the colonel, 
 
or having any conversation with Colonel HOLLADAY? 
 

A. I don't remember ever conversing with Colonel 
 
HOLLADAY about the situation. I don't remember him being 
 
present at LZ Dottie. 
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Q. Do you have any r e c o l l e c t i o n  of--can you now 
r e c a l l  any of t h e  chap la ins  who served your u n i t ?  

A. No, sir ,  n o t  t h a t  I can r e c a l l  them by name. 

Q.  Do you have any r e c o l l e c t i o n  of any d i scuss ions  
with t h e  chapla in  regarding  t h i s  inc iden t?  

A. I never d iscussed  it with him, s ir .  

Q Do you remember anyone e l s e  d i scuss ing  it i n  
your presence? 

A. No, sir. 

COL FRANKLIN: A f t e r  you g o t  through t a l k i n g  t o  t h i s  co lone l ,  
M r .  CULVERHOUSE, were you c a l l e d  i n  by anybody i n  your chain 
of  command t o  say,  "Well, how d i d  it go?" o r ,  "What d i d  you 
t e l l  t h e  colonel?"  

A.  I d o n ' t  remember being c a l l e d  i n  by anyone, sir.  
To t h e  b e s t  of my memory, I went back down t o  t h e  parked 
h e l i c o p t e r  t o  cont inue a ca rd  game o r  t o s s  some horseshoes.  

Q. Didn ' t  t h a t  seem s t range  t o  you? 

A.  No, s i r ,  n o t  r e a l l y .  

Q I wish you'd t h i n k  r e a l  hard now, M r .  CULVERHOUSE. 
This is  r e a l l y  important  t o  u s ,  whether t h i s  was a l i e u t e n a n t  
co lonel  o r  a co lonel .  Anything t h a t  was s a i d  before  o r  a f t e r  
s o  we can t r y  t o  p i n  down who t h i s  ind iv idua l  i s .  Was he t h e  
colonel  o r  t h e  br igade  commander o r  t h e  t a s k  f o r c e  commander 
o r  t h e  IG? Can you anything along t h i s  l i n e ?  

A. A s  t o  what h i s  a c t u a l  t i t l e  was? 

Q Y e s .  

A. I c a n ' t  remember, s i r ,  exac t ly  what h i s  t i t l e  was. 
The b e s t  I can remember i s  t h a t  M r .  THOMPSON came down and s a i d  
"There 's  a colonel  from t h e  brigadew-­

Q - ( In te rpos ing)  From t h e  br igade? 

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  "He wants t o  t a l k  t o  us about t h i s  m i s ­
s i o n  a couple days ago." I t  seems t h a t  he w a s  from br igade .  

(CULVERHOUSE) 36 APP T-126 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 
 


I know he wasn ' t  from--I'm f a i r l y  c e r t a i n  he wasn ' t  from 
t h e  d i v i s i o n  anyway. I c o u l d n ' t  say e x a c t l y  what o f f i c e  
he was working ou t  o f .  

Q- Would you say he was n o t  working o u t  of  LZ 
~ o t t i e ?  

A. Y e s ,  sir. I would say t h a t .  

Q. Why would you say t h a t ?  

A. To t h e  b e s t  t h a t  I can remember, he came t o  LZ 
Dot t i e  express ly  f o r  t h e  purpose of t a l k i n g  with us.  I t  
w a s  my understanding t h a t  he w a s  from o u t s i d e  LZ Dot t i e .  H e  
w a s  t h e r e  t o  f i n d  o u t  what information he could f i n d .  

Q. Do you know who w a s  t h e  br igade  commander of t h e  
br igade  you supported a t  t h i s  t ime,  what h i s  name was? 

A. I n  .the br igade ,  I th ink  it was Colonel BARKER. 
Task Force Barker i s  named a f t e r  Colonel BARKER of the  11 th  
I n f a n t r y  Brigade. 

Q. Do you know what a br igade  i s ,  M r .  CULVERHOUSE? 

A .  I should know, sir.  I t ' s  a--if I ' m  n o t  mistaken, 
i t ' s  t h e  next  h igher  d i v i s i o n  than  a b a t t a l i o n .  I t  would be 
b a t t a l i o n ,  br igade ,  and then  d i v i s i o n ,  i f  I ' m  n o t  mistaken. 

Q. Do you ever  r e c a l l  s ee ing  a br igade  commander over  
t h e r e  dur ing  t h i s  per iod  of a month o r  so?  

A. Not as such. Not a s  a br igade  commander, I d o n ' t  
r e c a l l  s ee ing  one. 

Q. I have one f i n a l  ques t ion .  Was t h i s  co lone l  
wearing web g e a r ,  o r  do you r e c a l l ?  

A. He was wearing web gea r  and, i f  I ' m  n o t  mistaken, 
he had h i s  helmet and helmet l i n e r .  I- don't.  t h i n k  he had it 
on, s ir .  I t h i n k  he had it on t h e  desk i n  f r o n t  of him. 

Q. I f  he d i d n ' t  have h i s  helmet on and-had h i s  web 
gear  on,  you probably could n o t  s e e  i n s i g n i a ,  i s  t h i s  c o r r e c t ?  

A. I t ' s  p o s s i b l e ,  s i r ,  wi th  t h e  shoulder  s t r a p s  on 
t h a t  you might no t  be a b l e  t o .  
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COL FRANKLIN: Thank you very much, M r .  CULVERHOUSE. 

10 r You i d e n t i f i e d  a br igade .  Do you know what a 
t a s k  f o r c e  i s ?  

A. . A  t a sk  f o r c e ,  s i r ?  

Q. Y e s .  

A. I d o n ' t  know e x a c t l y ,  unless  a t a s k  f o r c e  is  a 
u n i t  from wi th in  a br igade ,  say maybe two o r  t h r e e  b a t t a l i o n s  
working i n  conjunct ion on a c e r t a i n  a r e a  of r e s p o n s i b i l i t y .  
Not r e a l l y ,  s i r .  A s  I s a i d ,  most of my time i n  Vietnam w a s  
s p e n t  i n  maintenance. 

Q I understand t h a t .  But you seem t o  pu t  t h e  t a s k  
f o r c e  above t h e  b r igade  o r  something of t h a t  na tu re .  

A. No, sir.  My opinion of a t a s k  f o r c e  would be 
something l i k e  maybe two b a t t a l i o n s  o r  s o  working i n  conjunc­
t i o n  t o  accomplish an o v e r a l l  mission,  say a mission t h a t  
s t a r t e d  on one day and ended 30 days l a t e r .  

Q. A l l  r i g h t ,  f i n e .  M r .  CULVERHOUSE, do you have 
any photos,  maps, memos, documents, o r  any m a t e r i a l s  of any 
k ind ,  which r e l a t e s  t o  t h i s  i n c i d e n t  t h a t  may be of  b e n e f i t  
t o  t h e  purpose of t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ?  

A.  No, s ir .  I have none t o  my knowledge. 

Q. Do you have anything e l s e  t h a t  you would l i k e  
t o  add t o  what you've s a i d  he re  today,  which might be of 
a s s i s t a n c e  t o  us? 

A.  I c a n ' t  t h i n k  of anything e l s e ,  sir,. 

Q Well, you've been very open, and we a r e  very 
apprec ia t ive .  We have given you c e r t a i n  f a c t s  and c e r t a i n  
b i t s  of information a s  we have gathered them and as they  
were presented  i n  testimony t o  t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  I f ,  i n  
t h e  f u t u r e ,  wi th  t h e  b e n e f i t  of t h i s  information,  some 
of  t h e s e  o t h e r  t h i n g s  t h a t  might be s t o r e d  i n  your memory 
come t o  l i g h t ,  we'd l i k e  very much t o  have you n o t i f y  t h i s  
i n v e s t i g a t i n g  board s o  t h a t  we can make t h a t  a mat t e r  o f  
record.  

A. Okay, very w e l l ,  sir. 

(CULVERHOUSE) 38  APP T-126 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 
 



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 
 


Q. Do you have anything f u r t h e r ?  

A. No, sir.  

10: This hear ing  w i l l  r ecess  a t  t h i s  t i m e .  

(The hear ing  recessed  a t  1025 hours ,  10 January 
  

1970.) 
 


(The hear ing  reconvened a t  1035 hours ,  10 January 
  
1970, wi th  LTC PATTERSON and CW2 CULVERHOUSE presen t . )  
  

LTC PATTERSON: The hear ing  w i l l  come t o  o rde r .  You a r e  
reminded t h a t  you are s t i l l  under oa th  and t h a t  your 
i n s t r u c t i o n s  s t i l l  apply.  

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q. I p l a c e  before  you an aerial  photograph (Exh ib i t
P-1), approximate s c a l e  1:3,000. I t ' s  a v e r t i c a l  photograph. 
I t  i s  o u r  hope t h a t  you w i l l  be a b l e  t o  i d e n t i f y  some p o i n t s  
on t h i s  photograph which we w i l l  mark. Hopefully you w i l l  
then  be w i l l i n g  t o  s ign  t h e  photograph. We w i l l  then  i n t r o -  
duce it i n t o  evidence,  and it w i l l  become a permanent p a r t  of 
t h i s  i n q u i r y  a s  an e x h i b i t  (Exh ib i t  P-156). . 

But before  we do t h a t ,  I would l i k e  t o  show you 
some photographs which are a l ready e x h i b i t s :  photographs 
(Exh ib i t s )  P-103 through P-12. These photographs a r e  a e r i a l  
photographs, obl ique .  They were taken  from an a l t i t u d e  of 
about 1,000 f e e t  from a h e l i c o p t e r ,  showing My La i  ( 4 )  
r e c e n t l y  and n o t  i n  t h e  1968 time frame. But t o  g e t  you 
o r i e n t e d  and t o  g e t  a f e e l  of what t h e  v i l l a g e  and t h e  sur ­
rounding a r e a  looked l i k e ,  I ' d  a p p r e c i a t e  it i f  you would 
peruse t h e s e  photographs. We w i l l  d i s c u s s  them i n d i v i d u a l l y  
as t o  t h e  d i r e c t i o n  from which they  were taken ,  n o r t h ,  sou th ,  
e a s t ,  o r  west.  

A f t e r  we've done t h i s ,  t hen  perhaps t h e  i n c i d e n t s  
t h a t  you've desc r ibed  a s  having seen on 16 March, you can 
i d e n t i f y  and p l a c e  on t h e  v e r t i c a l  a e r i a l  photograph ( E x h i b i t  
P-1), which we w i l l  in t roduce  a s  an e x h i b i t  t o  your testimony. 
A t  t h i s  t ime,  I g ive  t h e s e  photographs t o  t h e  wi tness ,  and 
t h e  hear ing  w i l l  r ecess  whi le  he peruses  t h e  photographs. 

(The hear ing  recessed  a t  1038 hours ,  10 January 
1970.) 
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(The hea r ing  reconvened a t  1045 hours ,  10 January 
1970 .) 

LTC PATTERSON: The hea r ing  w i l l  come back t o  o r d e r .  M r .  
CULVERHOUSE, y o u ' r e  aga in  reminded you ' r e  under o a t h ,  Do 
you f e e l  you a r e  b e t t e r  o r i e n t e d  now on t h e  a e r i a l  photograph 
(Exh ib i t  P-1) a f t e r  looking through t h e s e  8-by-10 ob l ique  
photos,  Exh ib i t s  P-103 t o  P-120? 

A. Yes, s i r ,  I f e e l  l i k e  I am. 

Q. I f  you p r e f e r  o r  i f  you d e s i r e ,  I have a 1:50,000 
s tandard  map (Exh ib i t  MAP-5) t h a t  I can show you. However, 
wi th  t h e  d e t a i l  t h a t  we ' r e  going t o  g e t  i n t o  now, I would 
p r e f e r  you use t h i s .  Do you want i t ?  

A .  No, sir.  

Q I b e l i e v e  you i n d i c a t e d  i n  your previous  testimony 
t h a t  t h e r e  a r e  t h r e e  s i g n i f i c a n t  scenes t h a t  you s a w  on t h e  
morning of  1 6  March. One of  t h e s e  w a s  a group of people i n  
a d i t c h .  

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q. Do you t h i n k ,  a f t e r  being o r i e n t e d  on t h a t  a e r i a l  
photograph (Exh ib i t  P-46), t h a t  you can i d e n t i f y  t h a t  d i t c h  on 
t h a t  aerial photograph ( E x h i b i t  P-1)  ? 

A .  Yes, s ir ,  

Q Would you p o i n t  t o  it, p lease?  

A. I t  would he t h i s  one r i g h t  h e r e ,  sir.  

Q Poin t ing  t o  an a r e a  on t h e  a e r i a l  photograph 
(Exh ib i t  P-1) w e  w i l l  mark wi th  a number I. Right he re ,  o r  
he re ,  o r  where? 

A. Right  i n  h e r e ,  sir. 

(LTC PATTERSON marks l o c a t i o n  i d e n t i f i e d  by 
CW2 CULVERHOUSE on E x h i b i t  P-1, which with anno ta t ion  is  la ter  
admitted i n t o  evidence a s  Exh ib i t  P-156.) 

Q Right here .  Number 1. And w i l l  you t e l l  me again
s o  w e ' l l  know what t o  pu t  a t  t h i s  l o c a t i o n .  
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A. S i r ,  I saw, I ' d  say ,  approximately 150 t o  200 
bodies.  

Q =  Saw approximately 150 t o  200 bodies? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q - Can you e l a b o r a t e  on t h e  type  of  bodies? Were 
they dead? 

A. They were--appeared t o  be dead, and it appeared 
t o  me they  had been j u s t  thrown o r  pushed i n t o  t h e  d i t c h .  
They weren ' t  l ay ing  i n  any o r d e r ,  j u s t  one on t o p  of  another .  

Q. How about sex o r  age? 

A. On our  low passes  I g o t  t o  d e f i n i t e l y  d i s t i n -  
guish t h a t  t h e r e  were mixed sex  and varying ages ,  from very 
young t o  very o ld .  

Q. Number 1 i s  i d e n t i f i e d  a s  where M r .  CULVERHOUSE 
s a w  approximately 150 t o  200 Vietnamese, of mixed sex  and age ,  
dead. 

A.  Y e s ,  sir. 

Q - The second t h i n g  t h a t  you i n d i c a t e d  w a s  t h a t  you 
s a w  a se rgean t  t h a t  you i d e n t i f i e d  by chevrons. This  se rgean t  
appeared t o  be colored  and was f i r i n g  i n t o  a group i n t o  t h e  
d i t c h .  Can you i d e n t i f y  t h a t  l o c a t i o n ?  

A. - Y e s ,  sir. I t  would be i n  t h e  same l o c a t i o n ,  number 
1. He w a s  s tanding  on t h e  e a s t e r n  bank. 

Q. He was f i r i n g  i n t o  t h e  same group of  bodies ,  ap­
pa ren t ly  t h e  same group of bodies t h a t  you i d e n t i f i e d  i n  num- 
b e r  l ? .  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  My impression was t h a t  maybe some of  
t h e  bodies weren ' t ,  o r  t h e  people weren ' t  y e t  dead. My
f i r s t  impression was t h a t  he w a s  f i n i s h i n g  o f f  those  t h a t  
hadn ' t  d i e d  y e t .  

Q. Marked a s  number 2 on t h e  a e r i a l  photograph i s  
where M r .  CULVERHOUSE saw an apparent ly  colored  NCO f i r e  i n t o  
t h e  group i n  t h e  d i t c h  from t h e  e a s t  s i d e .  Is t h a t  c o r r e c t ,  
M r .  CULVERHOUSE? 
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A.  Yes, sir. 

Q - Another i n c i d e n t  t h a t  you claim t o  have seen 
i s  some people i n  a bunker where M r .  THOMPSON, according 
t o  your testimony, landed h i s  h e l i c o p t e r .  

A.  Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q. Do you i d e n t i f y  t h a t  from t h i s  a e r i a l  photograph? 
O r  from any of t h e  o t h e r  photographs you've looked a t ?  

A. I c o u l d n ' t  p o s i t i v e l y  i d e n t i f y  t h e  p o s i t i o n  of 
these  people. I know it w a s  somewhere on t h e  nor theas te rn  
s i d e  of t h e  bulk o f  t h e  v i l l a g e .  

Q - Was it i n  an open a r e a ,  o r  was it c l o s e  to- ­

A. ( In te rpos ing)  I t  w a s  c l o s e  t o  a  vegeta ted  a r e a  
with t r e e s  and bu i ld ings  wi th in  t h e  vegeta t ion .  

Q Well, do you t h i n k  you could i n d i c a t e  it on t h i s  
photo? 

A. I t h i n k ,  s i r ,  I ' d  p r e f e r  no t  t o .  I know it was 
i n  c l o s e  proximity t o  t h i s  d i t c h  we d iscussed  e a r l i e r .  I 
cou ldn ' t - - r ea l ly  r i g h t  now I c o u l d n ' t  say whether it was on 
t h e  western s i d e  o r  t h e  nor theas te rn  s i d e  of it. 

Q. A l l  r i g h t .  I n  your previous s ta tements ,  t h e  
s ta tement  t o  t h e  CID i n v e s t i g a t o r ,  you ind ica ted  t h a t  you s a w  
some o t h e r  a c t i v i t i e s  o r  i n c i d e n t s  on t h e  ground. Do you re­
c a l l  any of these?  

A .  Y e s ,  sir. 1 3 v e  s t a t e d  t h a t  I saw Sne group of  
bodies ,  probably 20  t o  25 people,  ly ing  i n  a p i l e  on a road 
leading  from t h e  v i l l a g e .  A few more bodies were s c a t t e r ­
ed f a r t h e r  west along t h i s  same road. 

Q The t r a i l  leading  from t h e  v i l l a g e ,  do you r e c a l l  
which d i r e c t i o n ?  

A. Yes, sir.  I t  was a ,  more o r  l e s s ,  westward d i r e c ­
t i o n .  The road t h a t  I ' m  speaking of  r an  more o r  less e a s t  and 
west. 

Q. L e t ' s  s e e ,  along t h e  t r a i l  t h a t  l e d  from t h e  
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v i l l a g e  and then  joined a road,  i s  t h a t  what you s a i d ?  

A. Yes, sir. It w a s  a t  a t r a i l  i n t e r s e c t i o n .  I t  
was an east-west  road. 

9. You poin ted  t o  t h e  s i d e  of  t h e  road. Do you 
th ink  t h a t ' s  t h e  road t h e r e ?  

A. Y e s ,  sir. I th ink  it was. It was t o  t h e  south.  

Q- Point ing  t o  Highway 521. 

A. This  east-west road was t o  t h e  south of  t h e  v i l ­
l age  and, t o  t h e  b e s t  I can remember, t h e  bodies  were on t h i s  
road a t  a t r a i l  i n t e r s e c t i o n  l ead ing  i n t o  t h e  main p o r t i o n  
of t h e  v i l l a g e .  

Q W e l l ,  by looking a t  t h e  a e r i a l  photograph, t h e r e  
are two t r a i l s  t h a t  run i n t o  t h e  v i l l a g e  from t h e  east-west  
road,  Highway 521. There i s  t h i s  t r a i l  and, of course ,  t h a t ' s  
t h e  one running due south.  And then  t h e r e ' s  a t r a i l  t h a t  runs 
o u t  of t h e  sou theas t  corner  t o  a l i t t l e  hamlet and more t o  
t h e  sou theas t .  

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  

Q. Do you recognize any of t h e  t e r r a i n  o r  with 
o t h e r  photos be a b l e  t o  recognize where you might have seen 
those  bodies? The 20 t o  25? 

A. S i r ,  w e  were f l y i n g  i n  a right-hand o r b i t  pass ing  
over  t h i s  d i t c h  we pointed o u t ,  and i n  our  right-hand t u r n  i n  
o r d e r  t o  f l y  across  t h i s  d i t c h ,  I ' m  prone t o  b e l i e v e  t h a t  t h i s  
road and t r a i l  i n t e r s e c t i o n  r i g h t  here  i s  where I saw t h e  
bodies.  

Q. Tha t ' s  a l o g i c a l  deduct ion.  Do you want t o  pu t  it 
down a s  t h a t ?  Do you recognize it from t h e  photograph-­

A. ( In terpos ing)  S i r ,  I can remember t h i s  hedgerow, 
it being t o  t h e  south of t h i s  road and t h e r e  was a road and 
t r a i l  i n t e r s e c t i o n .  

Q. The hedgerow s t r u c t u r e  i s  a l l  along 521 t h e r e .  
I t  s e p a r a t e s  it from t h e  t r a i l  o u t  he re  t o  t h e  south.  

A. Y e s ,  s i r ,  it does. 
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Q.  Do you remember where t h i s  group might have been 
i n  r e l a t i o n  t o  H i l l  85, which i s  o f f  t o  t h e  sou theas t  of t h e  
map? You must have noticed--well ,  I ' m  su re  you've not iced  
H i l l  85 i n  your o r b i t s .  

A. .Yes, sir ,  it was nor th  of  85, possibly- ­

Q. ( In te rpos ing)  North of 85? I f  y o u ' l l  a l s o  n o t i c e  
t h e  hedgerow along 521 i s  c l o s e  t o  521 i n  some a reas  and a 
l i t t l e  f u r t h e r  away i n  o t h e r s .  I n  t h i s  a rea  t h e  t r a i l  run ­
n ing sou theas t  of My Lai  ( 4 )  t o  521 t h e r e  a r e  groups of--or 
a l i t t l e  v i l l a g e ,  n o t  r e a l l y  a def ined  hedge as such. And 
j u s t  t o  t h e  w e s t  of t h i s  i n t e r s e c t i o n ,  t h e  sou theas t  i n t e r ­
s e c t i o n ,  t h e r e  is  a heavy growth and then  separa ted  and then  
a kind of a s i n g l e  l i n e  on t h e  southern most t r a i l o u t  of My 
Lai  ( 4 )  t o  521. Refer r ing  t o  photograph, Exh ib i t  P-105, 
which i s  a photograph of My Lai  ( 4 )  taken from t h e  no theas t  
corner  looking t o  t h e  south-southwest. Route 521 i s  i n  t h e  
upper lef t -hand corner  running from t h e  upper lef t -hand corner  
t o  approximately t o p  middle of t h e  photograph. Here is t h e  
hedgerow t h a t  you s e e  t h a t ' s  i d e n t i f i e d  on t h e  photograph a s  
being down i n  here.  

A. I would p r e f e r  t o  t h i n k  t h a t  it was r i g h t  along i n  
here ,  sir. 

Q. Right along i n  here?  A l l  r i g h t ,  marking number 3 
and t h i s  w a s  a group of 20 t o  25? 

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

9. Group of 20 t o  25 what? 

A. Dead, of  mixed sex.  

Q What about ages? 

A. Again l i k e  i n  t h e  d i t c h ,  from very young t o  o l d .  

Q. Is t h i s  an approximate a r e a  o r  a r e  you f a i r l y  
we l l  s u r e  of t h i s ?  

A.  I ' m  f a i r l y  w e l l  s u r e  of it, sir.  

Q. A l l  r i g h t .  Number 3 on t h e  a e r i a l  photgraph is  
i d e n t i f i e d  a s  a group of 20 t o  25 dead Vietnamese of mixed sex  
and age. Can you r e c a l l  anything e l s e  t h a t  we might be a b l e  
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t o  put  on t h i s  photo concerning any of t h e  i n c i d e n t s ?  Where 
d i d  you l and  t h e  h e l i c o p t e r ,  you and M r .  M I L L I A N S ,  t o  pick up 
some Vietnamese? Can you r e c a l l ?  Think about it f o r  a moment 
without r e fe rence  t o  t h e  photograph. Try t o  remember the  ap­
proach t h a t  you made. The d i r e c t i o n  of your approach and any 
cons ide ra t ions  t h a t  you had re fe rence  o b s t a c l e s  a s  you were 
coming i n t o  your f l a r e  f o r  landing.  

A. S i r ,  I remember approaching i n  an eastward d i r e c ­
t i o n .  

Q An e a s t e r l y  d i r e c t i o n ?  

A. And approaching a t r e e  l i n e  from t h e  west i n  an 
eastward d i r e c t i o n .  

Q- D o  you r e c a l l  ove r f ly ing  t h e  v i l l a g e  i t s e l f  o r  
were you over  open a r e a  i n  your approach? 

A. We Elew over  open r i c e  paddies and approach a 
wooded a r e a .  

Q. The wooded a rea  being t o  your f r o n t  o r  t o  your 
e a s t  as  you were landing? 

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q. And t h i s  a rea  then you stopped o r  landed and 
s e t  down j u s t  s h o r t  of  t h i s  t r e e  a rea?  

A. Yes, s ir .  We landed a s  c l o s e  a s  we could t o  t h e  
tree a r e a  without  endangering t h e  h e l i c o p t e r .  When we made 
our  t a k e o f f ,  we made it i n  a n o r t h e a s t e r l y  d i r e c t i o n .  

Q To a n o r t h e a s t e r l y  d i r e c t i o n ?  And d i d  you o v e r f l y  
any water? 

A. I c a n ' t  remember over f ly ing  any water .  The reason 
I say w e  took o f f  i n  a northeastward d i rec t ion- - I  remember 
r e fe renc ing  it t o  t h e  South China Sea. I know we made our  
takeoff  i n  t h a t  d i r e c t i o n .  

Q. Okay. 

A. And then immediately a f t e r  t h e  t a k e o f f ,  we turned 
back t o  t h e  southwest. 

Q. And were you f l y i n g  towards H i l l  85 a t  t h i s  time? 
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A .  Y e s ,  s i r .  W e  took o f f  i n  a  n o r t h e a s t e r l y  d i r e c -  
t i o n ,  made a  r ight-hand t u r n  and p a r a l l e l e d  t h i s  no r theas t -  
southwest running road.  

Q. Which i s  521. 

A. Y e s ,  sir.  The people  w e  took o u t ,  we depos i t ed  
i n  a  r i c e  paddy t o  t h e  south of  t h e  road ,  probably a m i l e ,  
m i l e  and a h a l f ,  2 m i l e s  t o  t h e  southwest of  t h e  v i l l a g e .  

Q. A l l  r i g h t .  Now l e t ' s  t h i n k  about your t a k e o f f .  
I t  must have caused you j u s t  a  b i t  of concern t h a t  you w e r e  
loaded with  f u e l  and h a d n ' t  expended any ammo. You had, a s  I 
b e l i e v e  your tes t imony i n d i c a t e s ,  about f o u r  people  aboard 
p lus  your own crm. There must have been some thought  about  
RPM l o s s ,  and t h e r e  probably was some thought about a  running 
takeoff  o r  a sha l low,  g radua l  t akeof f  and no cl imbing o u t  ove r  
any t r e e s  i n i t i a l l y .  

T h a t ' s  r i g h t ,  sir. 

Q. And then  you c e r t a i n l y  d i d n ' t  s t a r t  your t u r n  to  
t h e  south ,  o r  r i g h t ,  t o o  soon, d i d  you? T i l l  you g o t  
  

a l i t t l e  a l t i t u d e ?  
  


A.  No, s i r ,  n o t  be fo re  w e  g o t  t o  a t  l e a s t  200, 250, 
 

o r  300 f e e t .  
  


Q. You h a d n ' t  y e t  a r r i v e d  ove r  t h e  China Sea? 

A. No, sir. 

Q. And when you tu rned  t o  t h e  sou th ,  o r  t o  t h e  r i g h t ,  
do you r e c a l l  t h e  p o s i t i o n  of H i l l  85, a s  you' came around and 
p a r a l l e l e d  Highway 521? 

. A .  Y e s ,  s ir .  I know w e  p a r a l l e l e d  t h e  highway and 
went back to-- 

Q . ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  When you f i r s t  s t a r t e d  your t u r n ,  
you probably c l e a r e d  yourse l f  t o  t h e  r i g h t  t o  make s u r e  t h e r e  
weren ' t  any o t h e r  s h i p s  i n  your way. A s  you came around and 
g o t  tu rned  around and s t a r t e d  heading back t o  t h e  southwest 
a long t h i s  t r a i l ,  do you remember where H i l l  85 was? Was it 
o u t  t o  your l e f t  f r o n t ?  

A. Y e s ,  it would be o f f  t o  our  l e f t  f r o n t ,  s ir .  
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Q. Do you remember see ing  it, th ink ing  about i t ?  

A. I c a n ' t  remember any d i s t i n c t  thoughts  about it. 

Q. Okay. I ' d  l i k e  t o  r e f e r  you t o  Exh ib i t  P-110, an 
a e r i a l  photograph, obl ique ,  of My Lai  ( 4 ) .  You can s e e  t h e  
China Sea i n  t h e  background and Highway 521. Number 1 t h a t  
you've marked on t h e  a e r i a l  photograph (Exhibi t  P-156) i s  here .  

A. Yes, sir. 

Q - Landing t o  t h e  e a s t ,  f l y i n g  over  an open a r e a ,  do 
you r e c a l l  whether t h e  v i l l a g e  was o f f  t o  your l e f t  o r  t o  your 
r i g h t ?  You were s i t t i n g  l e f t  s e a t ,  and o f f  t o  your f l a n k  on 
your s i d e  of  t h e  s h i p ,  could you s e e  t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

A. No, sir.  The v i l l a g e  would have been on our  r i g h t .  

Q. Then t h a t  means t h a t  you would have made your ap- 
proach t o  t h e  east on t h e  nor th  s i d e  o f  t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. And i n t o  a t r e e  l i n e ?  

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q - Can you i d e n t i f y  on P-110 what might have been t h e  
t r e e  l i n e ,  o r  can you i d e n t i f y  any t r e e  l i n e ?  Y o u ' l l  n o t i c e  
t h e r e ' s  a br idge  going a c r o s s ,  o r  a  d i k e  of some s o r t  going 
across  t h e  s t ream t h a t ' s  p i c tu red  h e r e  i n  P-110. That b r idge  
o r  d ike  i s  t h i s  a rea  r i g h t  he re ,  on t h e  a e r i a l  photograph. 

A. I d o n ' t  s p e c i f i c a l l y  remember t h e  br idge  o r  d i k e ,  
bu t  I know w e  d i d  approach i n  a e a s t e r l y  d i r e c t i o n ,  t o  t h e  
nor th  of t h e  v i l l a g e .  I a l s o  know t h a t  it was f a i r l y  c lose  
t o  t h e  p o s i t i o n  t h a t  we've marked 1 here ,  t h e  d i t c h .  I t  wasn ' t  
very f a r  from it a t  a l l .  

Q. Okay. Would you c l o s e  your eyes j u s t  a  minute, M r .  
CULVERHOUSE, and th ink  about when you came t o  your f l a r e .  Did 
he s e t  t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  r i g h t  down i n  an e a s t e r l y  d i r e c t i o n ,  o r  
d i d  he hover and t u r n  t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  i n  one d i r e c t i o n  o r  t h e  
o ther?  

A. I th ink  a t  t h e  very bottom of  t h e  approach we were 
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approaching i n  more o r  less an e a s t e r l y  d i r e c t i o n ,  and 
then r i g h t  a t  t h e  bottom, he might have turned  t h e  h e l i ­
cop te r  back t o  t h e  south.  

Q. To t h e  south? 

A. Right.  I b e l i e v e  he d i d  t u r n  t h e  nose t o  t h e  
r i g h t ,  which would be t u r n i n g  it t o  t h e  south.  

Q So t h a t  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l s  could g e t  i n  t h e  l e f t  
door,  your s ide?  

A.  No, sir. So they could g e t  i n  t h e  r i g h t  door. 

Q. So they  could g e t  i n  t h e  r i g h t  door? 

A.  Y e s ,  sir. They g o t  i n  t h e  a i r c r a f t  from t h e  
right-hand s i d e .  

Q. Okay. Then p icking  up, when he picked up t h a t  
heav i ly  loaded h e l i c o p t e r ,  d i d  he swing t h e  nose one way 
o r  t h e  o the r?  

A.  To t h e  b e s t  of my memory, s i r ,  we had t o  t u r n  
t h e  h e l i c o p t e r ,  had t o  s i d e  hover o u t ,  I guess ,  more o r  l e s s ,  
t o  t h e  nor th  and then  pedal  t u r n  back i n  a n o r t h e r l y  d i r e c ­
t i o n  t o  make our  takeoff  over  t h e  most advantageous take­
o f f  path.  

Q Okay, from e i t h e r  P-110 o r  t h e  a e r i a l  photo­
graph, do you th ink  you can p o i n t  o u t  t h e  approximate a r e a  
t h a t  t h i s  was? Thinking about t h e  r e l a t i o n  a s  t o  where 
t h a t  d i t c h  w a s  t h a t  you'd seen previously? 

A. Y e s ,  s i r ,  t h e  d i t c h  w a s ,  I 'm f a i r l y  c e r t a i n ,  t o  
our  r i g h t  f l a n k ,  so-­

Q. ( In te rpos ing)  Been t o  t h e  south? 

A. Y e s ,  s i r ,  t o  t h e  south.  I t  would have t o  be-­
t h e  way we came i n  it would have t o  be. We approached t h i s  
a r e a  r i g h t  i n  here.  

Q. Right i n  here? Marking number 4 .  Okay, we're 
marking t h i s  number 4 .  This i s  where you landed with M r .  
MILLIANS t o  p ick  up some Vietnamese n a t i o n a l s  t h a t  were a l i v e ?  
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A. Yes, sir. 

9. Do you r e c a l l  t h e i r  age,  sex ,  makeup of  these  
ind iv idua l s?  

A.  Y e s ,  sir. There ' s  no doubt i n  my mind about 
t h e s e  i n d i v i d u a l s .  There was, I ' d  say approximately 1 0  of 
them of mixed sex ,  and again ranging from very young t o  
very o ld .  

Q. And, is  t h i s ,  o r  do you r e c a l l ,  were they  s tanding  
i n  t h e  f i e l d ,  were they i n  a d i t c h ,  o r  were they i n  a bunker. 

A. Well, when we made our  approach, s i r ,  they  were 
s tanding  j u s t  o u t s i d e  a makeshift  bunker, and Warrant O f f i c e r  
THOMPSON and h i s  crew were s t and ing  with them a s s i s t i n g  them 
t o  our  h e l i c o p t e r .  

Q. Number 4 i s  marked where M r .  CULVERHOUSE landed 
t o  pick up 10 Vietnamese n a t i o n a l s  of mixed age and sex  
s tanding  o u t s i d e  a bunker. Now you j u s t  s t a t e d  t h a t  M r .  
THOMPSON w a s  t h e r e  and a s s i s t e d  t h e s e  people aboard your 
ship? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q - H i s  h e l i c o p t e r  was a t  t h i s  l o c a t i o n ,  t o o ,  a t  t h i s  
time? 

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  He had landed h i s  h e l i c o p t e r  a l s o  very 
c l o s e  i n  t o  t h e  t r e e  l i n e  and f r i c t i o n e d  h i s  f l i g h t  c o n t r o l s  
down and was o u t s i d e  h i s  h e l i c o p t e r .  

Q- Do you r e c a l l  whether you landed t o  t h e  south o r  
t h e  nor th  of him. Was he t o  your r i g h t  o r  you l e f t ?  

A. He w a s  t o  our  r i g h t ,  sir. Maybe a l i t t l e  c l o s e r  
i n  than  we were. 

Q Okay. So he would have been somewhere i n  he re ,  
j u s t  t o  t h e  south of you? 

A. Yes, s ir .  J u s t  t o  t h e  probably due south  i f  n o t  
southwest of us ,  n o t  very many meters away. 

Q Number 5 i s  marked t o  t h e  south of where M r .  
CULVERHOUSE and M r .  MILLIANS landed. Number 5 is  i d e n t i f i e d  
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on t h e  a e r i a l  photograph a s  where M r .  THOMPSON landed next  t o  
bunker and c a l l e d  f o r  gunship t o  evac t h e  Vietnamese. Is t h a t  
e s s e n t i a l l y  c o r r e c t ?  

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. What e l s e  can we f i x  on he re ,  M r .  CULVERHOUSE? Do 
you r e c a l l  see ing  any a d d i t i o n a l  bodies t o  t h e  west of a 
north-south t r a i l ?  

A. Yes, s i r ,  I would say 80 t o  125 meters west from 
t h i s  p o s i t i o n ,  where we marked t h e  p i l e  of bodies  conta in ing  
20 t o  25 bodies ,  t h e r e  were s c a t t e r e d  bodies.  Probably f i v e  
o r  s i x  l ay ing  on t h e  t r a i l  and o f f  t h e  edge of t h e  t r a i l ,  
from t h i s  p i l e  t o  t h e  west.  

Q. And you t h i n k  t h i s  i s  from number 3 r a t h e r  than  
down i n  t h i s  a rea?  

A. Y e s .  Y e s ,  sir.  T h a t ' s  what I t h i n k ,  i f  I ' m  n o t  
e n t i r e l y  mistaken about t h a t  i n t e r s e c t i o n .  I know t h a t  a 
l a r g e  p i l e  of bodies was a t  a t r a i l  i n t e r s e c t i o n  and t h e r e  
were probably f i v e  o r  s i x  more bodies s c a t t e r e d  t o  t h e  west 
of  it. 

Q. About how f a r  t o  t h e  west of t h i s  group of 20 t o  
25 d i d  you say it was? 

A. I ' d  say about 80 t o  100 meters.  

Q I ' v e  ind ica ted  on t h e  a e r i a l  photograph number 6 ,  
where you t h i n k  you saw an a d d i t i o n a l  f i v e  t o  s i x  bodies ap­
proximately 80 t o  100 meters west of t h e  l a r g e r  group i d e n t i ­
f i e d  on t h e  a e r i a l  photograph as number 3 .  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q. Numbers 3 and 6 now, I have a f e e l i n g  you ' r e  n o t  
r e a l  su re  o f .  Is it p o s s i b l e  t h a t  they could be i n  t h e  v i c i n ­
i t y  of t h e  t r a i l  junct ion  of  t h e  north-south t r a i l  running due 
south o u t  of t h e  c e n t e r  of  My L a i  ( 4 )  t o  521? 

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  It  is very p o s s i b l e  t h a t  it could have 
been t h e r e .  

Q So both number 3 and 6 a r e  approximate? 
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A .  Y e s ,  sir.  I d o n ' t  know, probably,  t h i n k i n g  aga in ,  
it could have been one j u s t  about  a s  e a s i l y  a s  t h e  o t h e r  a s  
f a r  a s  I can  remember. 

Q Is t h e r e  anyth ing  else,  M r .  CULVERHOUSE, t h a t  you­
' d  l i k e  t o  f i x  on t h e  map? 

A. No, s ir .  

Q. A l l  r i g h t .  There a r e  a couple  of a d d i t i o n a l  
q u e s t i o n s  t h a t  I ' d  l i k e  t o  ask you about  t h e  meeting t h a t  
you r e c a l l e d  w i t h  t h i s  co lone l .  Can you t e l l  m e  anyth ing  
else about  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  t h a t  t a l k e d  t o  you, t h i s  c o l o n e l ,  
concerning h i s  age. Would you d e s c r i b e  approximately how 
o l d  you f e e l  he  was? 

A. S i r ,  t o  t h e  b e s t  o f  my memory, he  w a s  middle-
aged and of about  average b u i l d .  

Q. Middle-aged, what do you mean? 

A. Right  around, probably 48 t o  50 y e a r s  o l d .  

Q. Would you say he was o l d e r  than  40? 

A. Yes, s i r .  I would say  he was o l d e r  t h a n  40. 

Q. And a good b i t  o l d e r  than  40? I mean 5,  10 
yea r s?  

A.  Y e s ,  sir, it could be 5 o r  10 y e a r s  o v e r  40. 

Q. Did he have a f u l l  head o f  h a i r ,  o r  d i d  he  
keep h i s  h a i r  c l i p p e d  s h o r t ,  o r  was he ba ld ing?  Do you 
r e c a l l ?  

A.  The on ly  t h i n g  I can r e c a l l  i s  t h a t  he  d i d  have 
f a i r l y  s h o r t  o r  t h i n  h a i r .  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  him having 
a moustache o r  anyth ing  t h a t  would r e a l l y  s t i c k  o u t .  

Q. Okay. Going back now t o  when you a r r i v e d  on 
s t a t i o n  i n  t h e  morning. You i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  you f lew w i t h  
M r .  MILLIANS. 

A.  Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q. Why do  you r e c a l l  s o  v i v i d l y  it was M r .  MILLIANS? 
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A.  W e l l ,  one reason I r e c a l l  s o  v i v i d l y ,  s i r ,  i s  
t h a t  a t  one t ime I was t h i n k i n g  about w r i t i n g  M r .  MILLIANS 
a c t i o n s  up t h a t  day f o r  some type  of award. I f e l t  t h a t  he 
d i d  an ou t s t and ing  job t h a t  day and probably should had 
g o t t e n  some type  of reward. I had planned t o  w r i t e  t h i s  
s ta tement  up, b u t  never  d id .  

Q Had M r .  MILLIANS flown p r i o r  t o  t h e  t ime t h a t  
you and he  went up? 

A. That same day, s i r ?  

Q Y e s .  

A. NO, s i r ,  he hadn ' t .  

Q You and he were a crew, and you d i d  n o t  t ake  h i s  
p o s i t i o n  i n  t h e  h e l i c o p t e r ?  

A. No, s i r .  We were a crew from the--assigned as 
crews t h a t  morning. 

Q .  Was Major WATKE i n  t h e  a i r  a t  t h e  t i m e  you were 
a i rborne?  

A. No, sir. I d o n ' t  t h ink  he was. 

Q M r .  CULVERHOUSE, i f  t h i s  photograph is  e s s e n t i a l l y  
c o r r e c t ,  I ' v e  i n d i c a t e d  a t  t h e  t o p  of t h e  photograph, "Pre ­
pared a t  Washington, D . C . ,  on 10 January 1970." Would you 
be w i l l i n g  t o  s i g n  your name t o  t h a t  photograph? 

A. Yes, sir.  

Q Would you t a k e  t h e  b lue  pen and s i g n  it, p lease?  

(The wi tness  s igned t h e  annotated a e r i a l  photo ­
graph, l a t e r  i d e n t i f i e d  a s  Exh ib i t  P-156.) 

I th ink  you i n d i c a t e  t h a t  Major WATKE was n o t  
f l y i n g  t h a t  day while  you were a i rborne?  

A.  To t h e  b e s t  of my knowledge, s i r ,  he wasn ' t .  I 
t h i n k  t h e . p e o p l e  t h a t  were f l y i n g  t h e  pe r iod  I flew were a l l  
junior-grade o f f i c e r s ,  i f  no t  a l l  warrant  o f f i c e r s .  

Q - Do you have anything e l s e  t h a t  you'd l i k e  t o  add, 
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M r .  CULVERHOUSE, t o  what you have p r e v i o u s l y  d i s c u s s e d .  

A. No, sir.  I c a n ' t  t h i n k  o f  any th ing  else a t  t h e  
moment t h a t  might be o f  any h e l p  t o  you. 

9. You are a g a i n  reminded of t h e  d i r e c t i o n s  t h a t  
General  PEERS gave you about  d i s c u s s i n g  t h i s  t es t imony wi th  
anyone else. And we'd l i k e  t o  thank  you ve ry  much f o r  your 
coope ra t ion  and your w i l l i n g n e s s  t o  h e l p  us  i n  t h i s  i n q u i r y .  

A. Thank you, sir. 

(The aerial  photograph,  E x h i b i t  P-1, anno ta t ed  
t o  r e f l e c t  l o c a t i o n s  i d e n t i f i e d  by CW2 CULVERHOUSE w a s  re­
c e ived  and admi t t ed  i n t o  ev idence  as E x h i b i t  P-156.) 

(The h e a r i n g  r e c e s s e d  a t  1133 hour s ,  10 January  
1970 .) 
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SUMMARY OF TESTIMONY 

WITNESS: CZARNECKI, David J .  

DATE OF TESTIMONY: 7 March 1970 

PLACE OF TESTIMONY: Pentagon 

WITNESS' SUSPECTED OF: N/A 

COUNSEL: None 

DUTY ASSIGNMENT ON 1 6  MARCH 1968: Doorgunner, Genera l  
KOSTEK1s h e l i c o p t e r ,  A Company, 123d Avia t ion  B a t t a l i o n .  

1. BACKGROUND INFORMATION. 

The w i t n e s s  was ass igned  as a permanent doorgunner t o  
General  KOSTER i n  l a t e  February 1968 (pg. 2 ) .  H i s  r ecords  
i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  h e  f l ew s i x  hours  on 16 March 1968 (pg. 3 ) .  
The w i t n e s s  s a t  on t h e  l e f t  s i d e  of  t h e  s h i p ,  w h i l e  KOSTER 
and LUCAS w e r e  on t h e  r i g h t  s i d e  (pg. 4 ) .  H e  r e c a l l e d  f l y i n g  
t o  t h e  change of command ceremony and s t a t e d  t h a t  Genera l  
YOUNG'S and Colonel  GALLOWAY1s s h i p s  w e r e  a l s o  t h e r e  (pg .4 ) .  
H e  r e c a l l e d  no o t h e r  a c t i v i t y  on 15 March 1968 (pg. 5 ) .  

2 .  A C T I V I T Y  ON 16 MARCH. 

The w i t n e s s  d i d  n o t  remember a s p e c i f i c  d a t e  f o r  a 
meeting between KOSTER and Colonel  HENDERSON a t  LZ D o t t i e  
(pg. 8 ) .  H e  d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  a s h i p  l and ing  wi th  wounded on 
board (pg. 9 ) .  H e  r e c a l l e d  t h a t  Genera l  DOLEMAN w a s  t aken  t o  
LZ D o t t i e  w i t h  them (pg. 1 2 ) .  H e  s t a t e d  t h a t  KOSTER and 
DOLEMAN g o t  i n t o  a jeep (pg. 1 2 ) .  The w i t n e s s  cou ld  n o t  
r e c a l l  any o t h e r  a c t i v i t i e s  t h a t  day (pgs.  1 4 ,  15 ). H e  
d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  o r b i t i n g  over  a smoking a r e a  (pg. 1 6 ) .  He 
r e c a l l e d  l a n d i n g  once i n  t h e  f i e l d  w i t h  t h e  1st Cavalry 
(pg. 1 7 ) .  Normally, they  would f l y  a t  1500-2000 f e e t  
(pg.  1 7 ) .  H e  d i d  n o t  reca l l  any s i g n i f i c a n t  body c o u n t ,  o r  
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t h e  e x t r a c t i o n  of t h e  ground f o r c e s  on 18 March (pg. 1 8 ) .  
He r e c a l l e d  s e e i n g  t h r e e  dead Vietnamese- n o r t h e a s t  of LZ 
D o t t i e ,  b u t  d i d  n o t  know i f  he was wi th  KOSTER a t  t h e  t i m e  
(pg. 2 0 ) .  H e  d i d  n o t  h e a r  of any i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  (pgs .  21, 
2 3 ) .  He s t a t e d  t h a t  they o f t e n  landed a t  t h e  Tropo pad a t  
Quang Ngai i n  June when t h e  A R V N ' s  were having an o p e r a t i o n  
(pg.  2 3 ) .  
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E X I I I B I T S  

E X I I I B I T  
NUMBER D E S C R I P T I O N  N O T E S  P A G E S  

'Wit i d e n t l t led I 
P - 1 9 9  M i s c e l l a n e o u s  Scene 	  	 G e n e r a l  YOUNG and I 10  

R I D D L E ,  but s ta tea  
he  d i d  n o t  r e m e m b e r  
LTC darker. 

Wlt recognized 

P-237 M i s c e l l a n e o u s  Scene G e n e r a l  DOLEMAN. 11 
- U s e d  t o  o r i e n t  t h e  
  

- Map 6739 I1 ( s m a l l  sca le  w i t n e s s .  	  6 
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(The h e a r i n g  reconvened a t  1119 hour s ,  7 March 19 70.  ) 

MR WEST: The h e a r i n g  w i l l  come t o  o r d e r .  

RCDR: The fo l lowin?  persons  are p r e s e n t :  MR WEST, LTC 
PATTERSON, and MAJ THOMAS. 

The n e x t  w i t n e s s  i s  M r .  David J..CZARNECKI. 

(MR CZARNECKI w a s  c a l l e d  as a w i t n e s s ,  w a s  sworn, 
and t e s t i f i e d  a s  fo l lows: )  

P l e a s e  s t a t e  your  f u l l  name, occupa t ion ,  and resi­
dence? 

A.  David Joseph CZARNECKI. I work f o r  American Cya- 
n i d e .  I ' m  a lab t e c h n i c i a n  t h e r e .  My a d d r e s s ,  s i r ,  you s a i d  
my addres s  t o o ?  

RCDR: Y e s .  

A.  337 North F i f t h  Avenue, Manvi l le ,  New J e r s e y .  

-	 . MR WEST: M r .  CZARNECKI, have you r ead  o u r  E x h i b i t  M-57 which 
g i v e s  t h e  purpose and n a t u r e  o f  t h e  i n q u i r y ?  

A. Y e s ,  I have.  

Q. D o  you have any q u e s t i o n s  about  i t ?  

A. N o ,  sir. 

Q. For  t h e  r eco rd ,  were you a member o f  t h e  Army on 
16 March 1968? 

A. I w a s ,  sir .  

Q. What was your  ass ignment  a i d  s t a t i o n  a t  tha t  t i m e ,  
your  o r g a n i z a t i o n ?  

A. My ass ignment  and my o r g a n i z a t i o n  w a s  123d Av ia t ion  
Company, A Company. I was a h e l i c o p t e r  doorgunner a t  t h a t  
t i m e .  

Q. You w e r e  i n  South Vietnam a t  t h i s  t ime?  
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A. I n  South Vietnam, Chu L a i .  

MR WEST: Colone l  PATTERSON, w i l l  you l e a d  t h e  i n t e r r o g a t i o n  
p l e a s e ?  

LTC PATTERSON: Y e s ,  s ir .  When d i d  you a r r i v e  i n  Vietnam f o r  
your  t o u r ? .  

A. Tha t  was t h e  3 1 s t  o f  December, 1967. 

Q Were you immediately a s s igned  t o  A Company o f  t h e  
123d? 

A.  No. I went t o  Bien Hoa f i r s t .  My p rev ious  MOS 
t h e r e  was m i l i t a r y  policeman. A t  t h a t  t i m e  I was t h e r e  about  
4 days ,  it w a s  3 o r  4 days,  and I w a s  sh ipped  t o  Chu L a i .  And 
when I g o t  t h e r e  t h e y  d i d n ' t  have a--I guess  t h e  q u o t a  w a s  
f i l l e d  f o r  a l l  MP's t hey  needed. Then they  asked f o r  25  vo l ­
u n t e e r s  f o r  doorgunners ,  s o  I vo lun teered .  Then a f t e r  t h a t ,  
t h a t  same day,  I was a s s igned  t o  t h e  company. 

Q - So you went f o r  a l l  p r a c t i c a l  purposes  i n  December, 
t h e n ,  t o  t h e  company i n  t h e  123d? 

A.  No, it w a s  January  when I g o t  t h e r e .  

Q. January?  

A.  I t  w a s  about  January  t h e  14 th .  

Q - Were you a s s i g n e d  t o  a p a r t i c u l a r  a i r c r a f t  a t  
t h a t  t ime?  

A. A t  t h a t  t i m e ,  no. I w a s  a f l o a t i n g  gunner t hen .  
It  was l a t e r  February o r  e a r l y  March I ??as asked t o  f l y  o n  
the--permanently on General  KOSTER's s h i p .  

Q *  You d o n ' t  recal l  more s p e c i f i c a l l y  when t h i s  oc ­
cu r r ed?  

A. No, I c a n ' t  because a t  t h a t  t i m e  I p u t  a 1049 i n  
a f t e r  I f lew a few weeks t o  be an MP. My p l a t o o n  s e r g e a n t  
t a l k e d  m e  o u t  o f  it. So t h e r e  w a s  a couple  o f  weeks t h e r e  
t h a t  I d i d n ' t  f l y ,  and t h e n  I went down t o  f l y  w i t h  him. 
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Q - You have any r e c o r d s  t h a t  i n d i c a t e  your  f l i g h t  t i m e  
on any g iven  days? 

A. I t h i n k  . t h e  m i l i t a r y  h a s  t h e i r  r e c o r d  and I have 
mine a t  home, penc i l ed - in  copy. 

Q Have you had an o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  check your  r e c o r d ,  
your p e n c i l  copy? 

A. Y e s ,  I have. 

Can you s ta te  whether o r  n o t  you f lew on 16 March 

A. I f lew,  I t h i n k ,  6 hours  on March t h e  16 th .  

Q. The o f f i c i a l  Army reco rds  a l s o  show t h a t  M r .  
WITHAM f lew 6 hours  w i t h  General  KOSTER a s  General  KOSTER's 
p i l o t  t h a t  day; Do you r e c a l l  whether  o r  n o t  you f lew wi th  
General  KOSTER? 

A.  Tha t  day? 

Q- Yes? 

A. I ' m  p r e t t y  s u r e  from some of  t h e  f a c t s  t h a t  I ' v e  
a l r eady  heard  t h a t  I was f l y i n g  on t h a t  s h i p  t h a t  day. 

Q - The purpose o f  a sk ing  you t o  come i n ,  s i r ,  i s  t o  
assist n o t  o n l y  General  PEERS i n  t h i s  i n q u i r y  i n  t r y i n g  t o  
a s c e r t a i n  t h e  f a c t s  and c i rcumstances  sur rounding  t h e  e v e n t s  
of  My Lai-Son My, b u t  t o  a s s i s t  General  PEERS and General  
KOSTER i n  t r y i n g  t o  f i x ,  a s  b e s t  w e  can,  General  KOSTER's 
movements; where he w a s ,  whom he saw, and what he saw du r ing  
t h e  p e r i o d  1 6  t o  20  March, 1968. Recognizing t h a t  i t ' s  been 
a cons ide rab le  p e r i o d  of t ime ,  General  KOSTER, l i k e  most,  
cannot  f i x  i n  h i s  mind s p e c i f i c  e v e n t s  t h a t  concern people ,  
p l a c e s ,  and t h i n g s  on any p a r t i c u l a r ,  g iven  day some 2 y e a r s  
ago. Yet by t a l k i n g  t o  a l l  t h e  people  i n t i m a t e l y  involved  
w i t h  General  KOSTER, c e r t a i n  f a c t s  f a l l  o u t  from each and 
soon w e  can p u t  t o g e t h e r  p r e t t y  w e l l  what t r a n s p i r e d .  The 
f a c t s  t h a t  you might have i n  your  r e c a l l  w i l l  a s s i s t  us i n  
t h i s  p l i g h t .  The p e r i o d  of  t ime  t h a t  w e ' r e  i n t e r e s t e d  i n ,  
as I ' v e  i n d i c a t e d  i s  1 6  March. W e  assume, based upon your  
f l i g h t  t ime and t h e  f l i g h t  t i m e  of t h e  o t h e r  i n d i v i d u a l s  a­
board t h e  a i r c r a f t  t h a t  f l ew General  KOSTER, t h a t  you w e r e ,  
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i n  f a c t ,  a gunner. For t h e  r e c o r d ,  w i l l  you s t a t e  what s i d e  
of t h e  a i r c r a f t  you rode on? 

A. I f lew on t h e  AC s i d e  so t h a t  would be  t h e  l e f t  
s i d e .  

Q .The l e f t  s i d e  o f  t h e  s h i p ,  and General  KoSTER 
f lew on what s i d e ?  

A. H e  f lew on t h e  r i g h t  s i d e ,  a long  wi th  t h e  crew 
c h i e f .  Tha t  would be  LUCAS. 

Q I n  as a t t empt  t o  b r i n g  you i n t o  t h e  t i m e  frame 
16 t o  19 March, I ' d  l i k e  t o  g i v e  you a few f a c t s  o f  what oc­
cu r r ed  i n  t h e  g e n e r a l  t i m e  frame t o  see i f  w e  can or  i f  you 
can recall  t h e  s p e c i f i c s  o f  t h e  t i m e  frame. For  i n s t a n c e ,  on 
15 March 1968 t h e r e  w a s  a change of command ceremony a t  Duc 
Pho. 

A. Correct. 

Q - D o  you recal l  t a k i n g  General  KOSTER o r  be ing  w i t h  
General  KOSTER when he went from Chu L a i  t o  Duc Pho f o r  t h a t  
change of  command ceremony? 

A. I remember t h a t  day going t o  Duc Pho f o r  t h e  change 
of command because I w a s  t o  remember t h a t  t h e  o t h e r  t h r e e  CbC 
s h i p s  w e r e  a l so  t h e r e .  

Q. Which o t h e r  t h r e e  CbC s h i p s ?  

A. I t  would be General  YOUNG and I ' m  p r e t t y  s u r e  it 
w a s  General--a Colonel  GALLOWAY. I b e l i e v e  h e  w a s  s t i l l  a 
co lone l .  T h a t ' s  correct i s n ' t  i t ?  

Q. Y e s .  The o t h e r  th ree- -wel l  , you' ve i n d i c a t e d  t h e  
o t h e r  t w o  o r  t w o  o t h e r s .  

A. W e l l ,  w a i t  a minute ,  t h e r e  w e r e  t h r e e  count ing . .  .. 
Q Three coun t ing  General  KOSTER's s h i p ?  

A. Y e s .  
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Q* The r eco rds  i n d i c a t e  t h i s  change o f  command occur ­
r e d  a t  0930 i n  t h e  morning. Does t h a t  seem t o  ag ree  w i th  
your  r e c o l l e c t i o n ?  

A .  W e l l  t h e  a c t u l l  t i m e  I c a n ' t - - t o  t h e  b e s t  of  my
knowledge, I can 't remember t h a t .  I j u s t  remember i t  w a s  h o t  
t h a t  day and I remember it w a s  i n  t h e  morning. I c a n ' t  seem 
t o  p l a c e  t h a t .  

Q* Yes. Under t h e  assumption t h a t  t h i s  occu r red  i n  
t h e  morning of 1 5  March and t h e  day t h a t  you recall ,  do you 
remember General  LIPSCOMB d e p a r t i n g .  And Colonel  HENDERSON, 
can you p i c t u r e  Colonel  HENDERSON i n  your  mind a s  t h e  incum­
b e n t  b r i g a d e  commander? 

A. On t h e  1 5 t h  was t h e  day t h e  two commanders changed. 

Q. Cor rec t .  General  LIPSCOMB l e f t ,  and Colonel  
HENDERSON took o v e r  t h e  command o f  t h e  1 1 t h .  

A. W e l l ,  s i n c e  w e  were down t h e r e  f o r  a ceremony I 
guess  t h a t  i s  a c t u a l l y  what happened, b u t  we w e r e  q u i t e  f a r  
i n  t h e  background. W e  d i d n ' t  go up t o  see t h e  ceremony it ­
s e l f ,  w e  s a w  t h e  change of command from a d i s t a n c e .  

Q I see. Do you r e c a l l - ­

A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  The a c t u a l  ceremonies I d i d n ' t  see. 

Q. Do you r e c a l l  d i d  t h e  g e n e r a l ,  General  KOSTER, 
s t a y  a t  Duc Pho a p e r i o d  of t ime a f t e r  t h e  ceremony? 

A .  I c a n ' t  r e a l l y  s ay  on t h a t .  Sometimes w e  s t a y e d  
f o r  lunch,  w e l l  q u i t e  a few t imes ,  b u t  t h a t  one day i n  par ­
t i c u l a r  I c a n ' t  remember i f  w e  s t a y e d  t h e r e  f o r  lunch o r  no t .  

Q. I see. Do you remember when you l e f t  and where 
you went? 

A. Tha t  day, I t h i n k  we went back t o  Chu L a i  a f t e r  
t h a t .  A s  w e  on--a l o t  of t i m e s  w i t h  ceremonies we w e r e  l e t  
o f f  e a r l y  and w e  u s u a l l y  go back. That  day,  I c a n ' t  remember 
if w e  went back e a r l y  o r  w e  s topped  o f f  someplace. 
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Q. Did you t a l k  t o  t h e  crew members of  t h e  o t h e r  two 
C&C a i r c r a f t  t h a t  were t h e r e ?  

A. Oh, yeah, a l o t  of t imes when we would go t o  one 
s p e c i f i c  p lace  with a l l  t h r e e .  We were a l l  q u i t e  good f r i e n d s .  
We were a l l  i n  t h e  same p la toon s o  w e  a l l  g e t  t o g e t h e r  when 
w e  go down the re .  

Q Do you r e c a l l  hear ing  them d i scuss  where they
thought they were going a f t e r  t h e  ceremony? 

A. No, I c a n ' t .  

Q Do you r e c a l l  any o t h e r  a c t i v i t i e s  t h a t  we can 
a s s o c i a t e  with t h e  15th  of March a s  f a r  a s  t h e  movements of 
General KOSTER a r e  concerned? 

A .  On t h e  15th  t h e  only t h i n g  t h a t  r e a l l y  s t i c k s  i n  
my mind i s  the  ceremony, sir.  

Q The change of command ceremony. W e l l ,  t h e  15th  of 
March was a Friday,  n o t  t h a t  i t ' s  s i g n i f i c a n t  f o r ,  as I under ­
s t and  it days r a t h e r  run toge the r .  Saturday morning was t h e  
16th  of March. An ope ra t ion  was scheduled t o  be conducted 
from LZ Dot t i e  by Task Force Barker. Does Task Force Barker 
mean anything t o  you? You know what Task Force Barker i s ?  

A. Well, I remember hear ing  of Task Force Barker. 
T h a t w a s - - i t  was named a f t e r  Colonel BARKER who was charge 
o f  it. 

a- That '  s c o r r e c t .  

A.  And t h e  opera t ion  a r e a ,  I c a n ' t  remember r e a l l y  
offhand e x a c t l y  where t h a t  was loca ted  a t .  

Q *  I ' d  l i k e  t o  show you MAP-5 which i s  a 1:50,000 map,
and I ' l l  o r i e n t  t h e  wi tness  on t h e  map. (LTC PATTERSON o r i ­
en ted  t h e  witness  on t h e  map.) 

Now t h a t  we've looked a t  t h e  map and I ' v e  expla ined  
some of t h e  t e r r a i n  f e a t u r e s ,  do you r e c a l l ,  can you p i c t u r e  
i n  your mind t h e  t e r r a i n  t h a t  we ' re  t a l k i n g  about here?  
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A. Some p a r t s  I could  remember b u t  o t h e r  p a r t s . . .  

Q *  On t h e  1 6 t h ,  which was t h e  day a f t e r  t h i s  change of  
command ceremony now, and i f  you could  k i n d  o f  t h i n k  a long t h a t  
t ime,  Task Force Barker ,  whose headqua r t e r s  w a s  a t  LZ D o t t i e ,  
w a s  going t o  conduct  a r a t h e r  l a r g e  o p e r a t i o n  down i n t o  t h e  
Son My a r e a  i n d i c a t e d  i n  orange on MAP-5. I t  w a s  a l a r g e  op­
e r a t i o n  i n  t h e  terms t h a t  two of t h e  companies of  Task Force 
Barker  were t o  be combat a s s a u l t e d  i n t o  t h e  area, w i t h  t h e  
t h i r d  company of  t h e  t a s k  f o r c e  marching i n  on t h e  n i g h t  of  
t h e  1 5 t h ,  ove r l and ,  i n t o  a b lock ing  p o s i t i o n  j u s t  t o  t h e  n o r t h  
o f  t h e  D i e m  Diem River .  The two a i r - a s s a u l t e d  companies w e r e  
t o  be i n s e r t e d  t o  t h e  sou th  o f  t h e  D i e m  D i e m  River  and j u s t  
t o  t h e  n o r t h  of t h e  Quang Ngai River ,  and they  w e r e  t o  push 
t o  t h e  n o r t h e a s t  t o  t r y  t o  f o r c e  t h e  t r o o p s  up i n  t h e r e .  Th i s  
a r e a  w a s  r e p o r t e d l y  very  h o s t i l e .  There had been a couple  
of  o p e r a t i o n s  e a r l i e r  i n  t h e  l a t t e r  s t a g e s  of  February.  The 
people  had been s h o t  up p r e t t y  bad,  t hey  c a l l e d  i n  f o r  t r a c k s ,  
and c a v a l r y  w a s  involved? 

A.  I c a n ' t  remember t h a t .  I n  January  and February I 
very seldom f lew sou th ,  s o  I d o n ' t  suppose I w a s  o v e r  t h a t  
area a t  t h a t  t i m e .  

Q - The a r e a  t h a t  we ' re  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  and I ' d  l i k e  f o r  
you t o  t h i n k  about  and concen t r a t e  on i s  t h e  a r e a  j u s t  n o r t h  
of  t h e  Quang Ngai River ,  t h e  r e l a t i v e l y  f l a t  l a n d  i n  t h e  v i ­
c i n i t y  o f  H i l l  85, t h e  l o n e ,  l i t t l e ,  pimple-type h i l l  i n  t h e  
f l a t l a n d s  j u s t  t o  t h e  n o r t h  o f  t h e  Quang Ngai River .  

A. Y e s .  

Q. - T h i s  o p e r a t i o n  by Task Force Barker  began a t  0730 
i n  t h e  morning, and i t  was preceded by a r t i l l e r y .  Two LZs 
w e r e  used,  and t h e r e  were two l i f t s  i n t o  each o f  t h e  two L Z s ,  
two l i f t s  p e r  each  of t h e  companies, one be ing .  flown o u t  of 
LZ D o t t i e  and one coming o u t  of  LZ Upt ight .  

A. No, I d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  w e  were t h e r e  f o r  t h e  l i f t s  
b e f o r e  0730. 

Q There were n i n e  s l i c k s  involved  e s c o r t e d  by two 
gunships.  The s l i c k s  f lew i n  vees  of  t h r e e  i n  t r a i l ,  and 
landed t o  t h e  n o r t h  a f t e r  coming down a long  Highway 1 over  t h e  
Quang Ngai River  t o  t h e  e a s t  and then  t u r n i n g  n o r t h  j u s t  t o  
t h e  wes t  s i d e  o f  H i l l  85. The a r t i l l e r y  p r e p  was 3 t o  5 
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minutes long ,  t h e  gunship suppres s ion  run occu r red ,  and then  
t h e  s l i c k s  touched down. 

A. I c a n ' t  be s u r e  on t h a t ,  t h a t  I seen  it o r  n o t .  

Q Okay. By 0830 i n  t h e  morning bo th  LZ 's  had been 
completed. There had been f o u r  l i f t s  go i n ,  and t h e  t h i r d  
r i f l e  company was i n  a b lock ing  p o s i t i o n  t o  t h e  n o r t h  o f  t h e  
Diem D i e m  River.  The one r i f l e  company was j u s t  t o  t h e  sou th ­
w e s t  of w h a t ' s  c a l l e d  P i n k v i l l e ,  and one r i f l e  company w a s  
j u s t  t o  t h e  wes t  o f  w h a t ' s  c a l l e d  My L a i  ( 4 )  on t h e  map. 

A. - How d i d  t h a t  CA come i n ,  from t h e  Quang Ngai River? 

Q. Yes, landed t o  t h e  n o r t h .  Suppor t ing  t h e  o p e r a t i o n ,  
t h e  l i f t ,  t h e  combat a s s a u l t ,  w a s  t h e  aero-scout  company o f  
t h e  123d. They had a s c o u t  team which c o n s i s t e d  of  two guns 
and a L O H ,  H-23. They were o p e r a t i n g  i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  o f  h i l l  
85 and t o  t h e  sou th  of  521 i n  t h e  i n i t i a l  s t a g e s  o f  t h e  
o p e r a t i o n .  There w e r e  q u i t e  a few a i r c r a f t  i n  t h e  a r e a ,  n i n e  
s l i c k s ,  t h e  suppor t ing  gun t e a m ,  a couple  o f  C & C S ,  and t h e  
aero-scout  team. 

A .  W e l l ,  I j u s t  c a n ' t  b r i n g  t h i s  t o  my mind. 

Q. The r eco rds  i n d i c a t e  t h a t  a t  0935 hours  t h a t  morning 
General  KOSTER a r r i v e d  a t  LZ D o t t i e .  Evidence i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  
when he a r r i v e d  a t  LZ D o t t i e ,  on t h e  ground was ano the r  C&C ' 
s h i p ,  Colonel  HENDERSON'S. Th i s  C&C s h i p  came from t h e  Dol­
p h i n s ,  t h e  174th  Avia t ion  Company. The i n d i c a t i o n s  a r e  t h a t  
Colonel  HENDERSON met w i t h  General  KOSTER a s  he  landed  a t  LZ 
D o t t i e .  Can you e v e r  r e c a l l  Colonel  HENDERSON meeting General  
KOSTER a t  LZ D o t t i e  a t  any t ime i n  your  t o u r ?  

A. I t h i n k  t h a t  a--I t h i n k  I can remember once. I 
t h i n k  of  be ing  ove r  t h e r e  and t h e y  came i n  a f t e r  u s .  But 
as f o r  a s p e c i f i c  day, I--most of t h e  t i m e  w e  went t o  DUC 
Pho t o  see him. 

Q. Right .  And t h a t ' s  what would make t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  
day j u s t  a l i t t l e  unusua1; in  t h a t  he re  he  w a s  a t  t h i s  loca ­
t i o n .  The i n d i c a t i o n s  a r e  t h a t  t hey  t a l k e d ,  n o t  long ,  b u t  
i n  t h e  g e n e r a l  p rox imi ty  o f  t h e  g e n e r a l ' s  a i r c r a f t .  ­

A. N o ,  I c a n ' t  remember t h a t .  
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Q* While they  were t a l k i n g  and maybe 10 minutes a f t e r  
you'd a r r i v e d  o r  t h e  genera l  had a r r i v e d  t h e r e ,  Colonel BARKER, 
who was commanding Task Force Barker and c o n t r o l l i n g  t h e  opera ­
t i o n  t h a t  was going on t o  t h e  sou theas t  of Dot t i e ,  came i n t o  
LZ Do t t i e  and hopped o f f  h i s  C&C a i r c r a f t ,  and perhaps some 
o t h e r  personal  t h a t  were r i d i n g  with him a l s o  hopped o f f .  But 
h i s  a i r c r a f t  d i d  n o t  s h u t  down and immediately p u l l e d  and pro-

ti 
 ceeded nor th  because they had wounded s o l d i e r s ,  U.S. s o l d i e r s ,  
onboard. 

A. T h a t ' s  another  th ing .  I thought about t h a t .  I 
c a n ' t  remember a s h i p  with any wounded on it. 

Q. I t ' s  conceivable t h a t  you would n o t  even have known 
t h a t  t h e r e  were wounded onboard, bu t  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  Colonel 
BARKER and Colonel HENDERSON and General KOSTER were a l l  t h e r e  
might cause some r e c o l l e c t i o n ?  

A. N o ,  because t h e r e  was q u i t e  a few t imes when we 
would pick, up o t h e r  commanders t o  r i d e  along with us and c i r c l e  
an a rea  maybe .2n hour o r  so. 

Q- There i s  no i n d i c a t i o n  t h a t  e i t h e r  one of  t h e s e  
o the re  two commanders boarded General KOSTER's s h i p  and went 
with General KOSTER. The i n d i c a t i o n s  a r e  t h a t  General KOSTER 
l e f t  D o t t i e  and l e f t  behind Colonel HENDERSON and Colonel BAR­
KER. Do you know what Colonel HENDERSON looks l i k e ?  

A. He had g lasses?  

Q- Y e s .  

A. Shor t ,  n o t  too  t a l l ,  about 5 f e e t  11, on t h e  heavy 
s i d e ,  s tocky? 

Q On t h e  heavy s i d e ,  r i g h t .  How about Colonel BARKER? 

A. Colonel BARKER, t h e  name, b u t  I c a n ' t  remember t h e  
looks.  

Q. Y e s .  I ' d  l i k e  t o  show you a photograph which i s  en­
t e r e d  i n t o  evidence a s  Exh ib i t  P-198. Can you recognize t h e  
ind iv idua l s  i n  t h a t  p i c t u r e ?  

(Hands photo t o  wi tness  and t h e  wi tness  examines 
photo. ) 
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A. 	 T h e  f i rs t  m a n  w o u l d  be G e n e r a l  BARKER, r i g h t ?  

Q .  	  P a r d o n  m e ?  

A. W h o ' s  t h i s  m a n ?  I t ' s  a general ,  b u t  I c a n ' t  t e l l  
i f  i t ' s  BARKER o r  not? 

Q - . 	 G e n e r a l  YOUNG. 

A. 	 G e n e r a l - - t h a t ' s  G e n e r a l  YOUNG? T h a t ' s  a bad p i c t u r e .  

Q 	 A n d  t h i s  i s  C o l o n e l  BARKER. 

A. T h a t ' s  C o l o n e l  BARKER. T h a t  doesn ' t  even look l i k e  
G e n e r a l  YOUNG t o  me .  

Q A l l  r i g h t .  P - 1 9 9 ,  they  are t h e  s a m e  t w o  i n d i v i d u a l s ,  
w i t h  t h e i r  h e l m e t s  o f f .  

A. T h a t ' s  G e n e r a l  YOUNG there w i t h  t h e  gray h a i r .  A n d  
t h i s  i s  supposed t o  be C o l o n e l  BARKER here? r 

Q. 	  T h a t  's correct. 

A. 	 N o ,  I c a n ' t  r e m e m b e r  h i m .  

Q 	 Y o u  c a n ' t  r e m e m b e r  h i m  a t  a l l ?  

A. 	 N o ,  I r e m e m b e r  t h e  gunner though. 

Who w a s  t h e  gunner? 

RIDDLE. 

Who? 
 

T h a t 's H e n r y  RIDDLE. 

H e n r y  RIDDLE? 

Y e s .  

R-I-D-D-L-E? 

R-I-D-D-L-E. 
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Q - Y e s .  Then you would no t  recal l  whether o r  not-- 
or  could n o t  r e c a l l  t h a t  man, Colonel BARKER, and Colonel 
HENDERSON and t h e  genera l  t a l k i n g  t o g e t h e r  a t  any t i m e  t h a t  
you can recal l  a t  LZ Dot t i e?  

A. A t  any time? 

Q. Y e s ,  do you e v e r  recal l  see ing  t h e  t h r e e  of  them 
t h e r e  a t  LZ Dot t i e?  

A.  General YOUNG--


Q - ( In te rpos ing)  N o .  KOSTER, BARKER, and HENDERSON. 
 


A. See them toge the r?  I c a n ' t  remember t h a t , .  

Q- W e l l  on t h e  16 th ,  t o  h e l p  you f i x  t h e  d a t e ,  t h e  
i n d i c a t i o n s  are t h a t  a t  1510 hours i n  t h e  af te rnoon General 
KOSTER a r r i v e d  a t  Duc Pho, and depar ted  a t  1535. H e  had with 
h i m  General DOLEMAN. 

A. H e  had wi th  him General DOLEMAN? 

Q - Now,  he departed Duc Pho a t  1535 and d i d n ' t  a r r i v e  
a t  LZ Dot t i e  u n t i l  1645, cons iderably  longer  than it would have 
taken t o  have flown d i r e c t l y  ' to.  LZ Dot t i e .  

A. Who w a s  the- - tha t  g e n e r a l ' s  name? 

0- DOLEMAN. 

A. Yeah. 

Q. General DOLEMAN looks l i k e  t h a t ,  o r  d i d  look l i k e  
t h a t  i n  1964. ., 

(Hands Exhibi t  P-237 t o  wi tness ,  and wi tness  ex­
amines photo. ) 

A.  Two stars. T h a t ' s  t h e  man t h a t  ' s  r e t i r e d ?  

Q- Right. 

A. H e  had a l i t t l e  whi te r  h a i r  than  t h a t .  
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Q. Y e s .  General  DOLEMAN i s  about 5 f e e t  9 and n o t  
t o o  heavy, about  145 o r  150 pounds. 

A .  W e l l ,  t h a t ' s  t h e  man w e  were t a l k i n g  about  pre ­
v ious ly ,  i s n ' t  i t ?  

Q Yes. 

A. W e l l ,  t h a t  I can remember. 

Q. You remember. You remember carrying- ­

A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  I remember c a r r y i n g  him. W e  went t o  
Duc Pho. I remember a t  D o t t i e ,  w e  s topped t h e r e .  And they  
-- let 's  see, he looks much o l d e r  now. 

Q 0. Y e s .  W e l l ,  t h i s  p i c t u r e  was taken  e a r l i e r .  

A. And from--I b e l i e v e  t h a t ' s  t h e  only  p l a c e  I can 
r e a l l y  p i c t u r e  him, t h a t  would be a t  D o t t i e ,  and he g o t  o f f .  

Q. A t  Do t t i e?  

A. I ' m  p r e t t y  s u r e ,  yes .  

Q. How do you happen t o  r e c a l l  t h a t ?  What a r e  t h e  
c i rcumstances? 

A. H e  was--I t h i n k  t h a t  day t h a t  t h e  jeep came t o o  
c l o s e  t o  t h e  s h i p .  I y e l l e d  a t  him, and t h e  antenna h i t  t h e  
prop b lade .  For some reason ,  he s t i c k s  i n  my mind. I r e m e m ­
b e r  he was wearing--he had s t a t e s i d e  f a t i g u e s  on a l s o  t h a t  
day,  a s  J remember .  A l l  I can remember is  they  g o t  o f f  t h e  
s h i p  i n t o  t h e  jeep-­

?* .  ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Who's they?  

General  KOSTER and General--what's h i s  name? 

Q - DOLEMAN? 

Q - Did t h e  a i d e  go? 

A. The a i d e  always goes ,  I ' m  p r e t t y  s u r e .  A t  t h a t  
t i m e  h i s  a i d e -was Captain--I can 't remember t h e  c a p t a i n ' s  
name. 
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Q *  ROBERTS? 

A. The f i r s t  one t h a t  he had. 

Q* DICKENS? 

A., No, s i r ,  DICKENS was the--he was t h e  man, t h e  West 
po in t  man? You d o n ' t  know t h a t  do you? 

Q *  Well d i d  t h e  a ide  go wi th  him? 

A. There was one a i d e  t h a t  he had t h e  one time t h a t  
used t o  go o f f ,  leave  a l l  t h e  time. A s  a mat ter  of f a c t ,  i f  
he wasn ' t  wi th  t h e  genera l ,  he wanted t o  s e e  somebody e l s e .  
He used t o  always go. 

Q. Do you remember who came o u t  t o  meet General DOLE-.  
MAN?. Was t h e r e  somebody who came ou t  t o  meet General DOLEMAN 
and ~ e n e r a l  KOSTER? 

. . 

A. The' only  th ing  I could remember about t h a t  would 
be a jeep  coming o u t ,  t h a t ' s  a l l .  

Q. Was it t h e  usual  jeep o r  a command jeep? 

A. I t  was t h e  usual  jeep. I t  had t h e  p l a c e  t o  pu t  
a f l a g  i n  t h e  f r o n t  e i t h e r  with t h r e e  s t a r s  o r  a two s t a r  
p l a t e .  That day they had a p l a t e  with t h r e e  s t a r s  on it. 

Q. Do you remember how long they were t h e r e ?  

A. No, I c o u l d n ' t  say how long. 

Q. Do you remember whether o r  n o t  Colonel HENDERSON 
e i t h e r  came with you o r  flew t h e r e ?  

A. No, I could never remember t h a t .  

Q- The i n d i c a t i o n s  a r e  t h a t  a t  1715 hours ,  General 
KOSTER l e f t  wi th  General DOLEMAN and proceeded back t o  Chu 
Lai  f o r  t h e  normal s t a f f  meeting t h a t  took p lace  t h e r e  a t  
about 1730. But t h e  per iod  of time between t h i s  event  and 
t h a t  e a r l y  morning s t o p  a t  Dot t i e ,  we d o n ' t  have t o o  much 
information about. 
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A. I n  o t h e r  words, from t h e  morning when w e  p icked  
up- ­
Q ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  No, a t  0935 hours  when General  KOS­
TER was a t  D o t t i e .  

A. Was a t  ~ o t t i e ?  

Q And h i s  r e t u r n  t o  D o t t i e ,  1510 i n  t h e  af ternoon- ­
o r  a t  1645 i n  t h e  a f t e rnoon .  There was a c o n s i d e r a b l e  p e r i o d  
of t ime t h e r e  i n  which t h e  e v e n t s  are a l i t t l e  hazy.  Can you 
r e c a l l  be ing  o v e r  t h e  o p e r a t i o n a l  area where t h i s  o p e r a t i o n  
was go ing  on? 

A. I c a n ' t  remember t h a t ,  t o  . t e l l  you t h e  t r u t h .  

Q Do you e v e r  remember o v e r f l y i n g  t h i s  o p e r a t i o n a l  
area when American t r o o p s  were on t h e  ground? 

A. C i r c l i n g  around t h a t  a r e a  i n  o range ,  r i g h t ?  

Q Y e s .  The g e n e r a l  looking  a t  it or- ­

A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  I 'm s o r r y ,  I can '  t r e c a l l .  
# 

Q. The morning of  t h e  1 7 t h  of  March w a s  a Sunday. 
You g o t  an e a r l y  s t a r t  t h i s  Sunday morning because  General  
KOSTER and General  DOLEMAN a r r i v e d  a t  Duc Pho a g a i n  a t  0825 
hours ,  were m e t  by Colonel  HENDERSON. They w e r e  t h e r e  f o r  
approximately 4 0  t o  4 5  minutes .  

,A. Went t o  Duc Pho, you say?  I c a n ' t  remember t h a t  
offhand.  I mean, you landed a t  p l a c e s  s o  many t i m e s ,  and i t  
i s  imposs ib le  t o  remember eve ry  t i m e .  

Q. W e l l  t h e  on ly  t h i n g  t h a t  would be d i f f e r e n t  about  
t h i s  one would be having General  DOLEMAN along.  The i n d i c a ­
t i o n s  a r e  t h a t  General  DOLEMAN s t a y e d  o v e r n i g h t  a t  Chu L a i  
w i t h  General  KOSTER. 

A. A s  I s a y ,  I remember t h e  man on t h a t  day s o  it must 
have been t h e  1 6 t h  when I remember him, going t o  D o t t i e  w i t h  
him, Duc Pho w i t h  him. But t h e  fo l lowing  day,  no,  I c a n ' t .  

Q- I f  you remember t h e  man, do you remember where else 
you went w i t h  t h e  man, w i t h  General  DOLEMAN? Where d i d  you 
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t ake  him, what d i d  you show him? Did you give him a cook's 
tour?  Was t h e r e  something s p e c i a l  t h a t  you were showing 
him o r  what was General KOSTER a t tempt ing  t o  do with t h i s  
general?  

A. I c o u l d n ' t  t e l l  you t h a t .  A l o t  of t i m e s  we j u s t  
show somebody t h e  A0 i n  genera l ,  d i f f e r e n t  LZs ,  bu t  t h a t  day 
we might have j u s t  rode around. 

Q. You d o n ' t  r e c a l l  anything s p e c i f i c  o r  anything o u t  
of the  o rd ina ry  a s  f a r  a s  General KOSTER1s u sua l  i t i n e r a r y  
during t h e  day and what he d i d  when General DOLEMAN was aboard? 

A. No. 

Q - Do you r e c a l l  where General DOLEMAN rode on t h e  
a i r c r a f t ?  

A. I--he probably--he e i t h e r  had t o  have rode i n  t h e  
s e a t  on t h e  le f t - -no ,  t h e r e  was only one s e a t .  I imagine he 
rode i n  t h e  back s e a t .  I c a n ' t  remember. 

Q On t h e  16th  of March, and t h i s  i s  t h e  day t h a t  
General KOSTER landed twice a t  Dot t i e  t h a t  we know o f ,  once 
i n  the  morning a t  0935 and once i n  t h e  af ternoon a t  1645, 
w i t h  General DOLEMAN, t h i s  ope ra t ion  was going on down here  
i n  the  Son My a rea .  The i n d i c a t i o n s  a r e  t h a t  t h e r e  was con­
s i d e r a b l e  smoke. They had repor ted  a l a r g e  body count and 
they were opera t ing  r i g h t  c l o s e  t o  t h e  ocean. 

A. I remember s e v e r a l  t imes c i r c l i n g  over  t h e  ocean 
watching in land.  But a s  f o r  a s p e c i f i c  day I. .... 
Q. Can you r e c a l l  on any of t h e  t r i p s  t h a t  you remem­
b e r  o r b i t i n g  over  t h e  ocean, i n  t h i s  genera l  a r e a  see ing  any­
th ing  on t h e  ground? Is t h e r e  anything t h a t  you can c a l l  o u t  
t h a t  you r e c a l l  see ing?  . 

A. Well from where I would be s i t t i n g  on t h e  s h i p  a s  
f a r  a s  looking a t  t h e  ground, it would be p r e t t y  hard i f  they  
kept  c i r c l i n g  t o  t h e  r i g h t  s i d e  anyway except  when w e  pu l l ed  
o u t  s t r a i g h t .  

Q. The o t h e r  crew members of t h e  a i r c r a f t  have ind i ­
ca ted  t h a t  they  r e c a l l  a t  some time, and they  a r e  unable t o  
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f i x  a d a t e ,  of an o r b i t  around t h i s  g e n e r a l  a r e a ,  g e n e r a l l y  
a nor th-south  o r b i t  over  t h e  o p e r a t i o n a l  a r e a  i n  t h i s  manner 
i n  a c lockwise  f a s h i o n ,  r igh t -hand  o r b i t ,  w i t h  t h e  sou the rn  
p a r t  of t h e  o r b i t  be ing  g e n e r a l l y  ove r  t h e  Quang Ngai River  
and going a s  f a r  n o r t h  a s  t h e  D i e m  Diem River ,  and then  sou th  
a long  t h e  c o a s t .  They r e c a l l  a l o t  of smoke on t h e  ground as 
i f  t h e  whole area had been burned.  

A .  I can '  t remember t h a t  o r b i t .  

Q DO you e v e r  recal l  l and ing  on t h e  ground w i t h  t h e  
g e n e r a l ?  

A.  A t  t h i s  p l a c e ?  

Q Y e s .  

A .  Over he re  no, b u t ,  now w a i t  a minute .  There w a s  
one t i m e  w e  landed around a v i l l a g e .  You see, I wouldn ' t  know 
when t h a t  was, b u t  it was around that--maybe it w a s  somewhere 
n e a r  w a t e r ,  b u t  it was l i k e  a t i p  of something, n e a r  t h e  
edge. 

Q N e a r  a r i v e r  as opposed t o  t h e  ocean? 

A. I t  w a s  an i s l a n d .  I t h i n k  it w a s  ARVN around 
t h e r e ,  i f  I can remember, a t  t h a t  t ime.  I t  w a s n ' t  American 
t r o o p s .  I t  seems it was i n  t h a t  area somewhere. W e  d i d n ' t  
s t a y  long i f  I remember r i g h t .  

Q. Did t h e  g e n e r a l  e v e r  g e t  o u t ?  Did t h e  g e n e r a l  
g e t  o u t  on t h e  ground ve ry  much? 

A .  I t ,  I guess ,  would depend on t h e  s i t u a t i o n  whether  
he  would g e t  o u t  o r  no t .  

Q How many t i m e s  would you e s t i m a t e  he landed phy­
s i c a l l y  on t h e  ground i n  an o p e r a t i o n a l  a r e a ?  

A .  An o p e r a t i o n a l  a r e a ?  

Q I ' m  d i f f e r e n t i a t i n g  h e r e  between an LZ-­

A.  ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  I know what you mean. 

Q And o u t  i n  t h e  woods, du r ing  t h e  t ime t h a t  you 
f lew wi th  him? 
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A .  W e l l ,  one t i m e  was by t h e  Quang Ngai R iver  on t h e  
n o r t h  s i d e .  

Q 	 On t h e  n o r t h  s i d e  o f  t h e  Quang Ngai R iver?  

A.  P a s t  Quang Ngai . 
Q To t h e  w e s t  o f  Quang Ngai ,  o r  t o  t h e  e a s t  of  Quang 
Ngai?  

A. E a s t  i s  toward t h e  ocean ,  r i g h t ?  

Q. Y e s .  

A. Then i t  was t h e  w e s t ,  i t was i n l a n d .  

Q. Okay. 

A. But s t i l l  on t h e  f l a t  ground,  though.  

Q 	 Y e s .  You remember once t h e r e .  

A. R igh t .  , I t h i n k  w e  l anded  w i t h  t h e  cav  i n  t h e  f i e l d  
once ,  t h e  1st Cav, by 29. I t ' s  up i n  a d i f f e r e n t  
area. 

Q 	 You would s a y  he  l anded  q u i t e  i n f r e q u e n t l y ?  
m 

A. Y e s .  

Q. How about  low- leve l  f l y i n g ?  Was Genera l  KOSTER 
one t h a t  l i k e  t o  g e t  down t o  a t r e e t o p  l e v e l  and look see 

03 	 what w a s  go ing  on w i t h  t h e  t r o o p s  o u t  i n  t h e  area o r  was he 
more o f  a h i g h  o r b i t - ­

A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  H e  would u s u a l l y  s t a y  i n  a h i g h e r  
o r b i t .  I d o n ' t  know o f  t o o  many--the o n l y  t i m e  we 'd  go  down 
was i n  bad wea ther .  

Q A s  a g e n e r a l  r u l e ,  t h e n ,  he obse rved  from a h igh  
l e v e l  r a t h e r  t h a n  a low l e v e l ?  

A. I t h i n k  w e  would circle a t  abou t  1 ,500 f e e t ,  I 
t h i n k  it w a s ,  o r '  2,000 f e e t  o v e r  t h e  a r e a .  
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Q Do you know whether o r  n o t  General-KOSTER w a s  t h e  ' 

type  t h a t  d i d  a l o t  of  t a l k i n g  an t h e  r a d i o  t o  t h e  t r o o p s  on 
t h e  ground when he w a s  overhead? 

A. W e l l ,  of cou r se ,  I c o u l d n ' t  h e a r  any th ing  he w a s  
s ay ing ,  b u t  h i s  a i d e  used t o  se t  t h e  r a d i o  a l o t .  I n  o t h e r  
words, he w a s  changing f r equenc ie s  q u i t e  o f t e n ,  s o  I imagine 
he was doing a l o t  of t a l k i n g  on t h e  r a d i o .  

Q The o p e r a t i o n  of 16 March, a l o t  of VC were r e p o r t ­
ed k i l l e d ,  perhaps  t h e  most s u c c e s s f u l  day,  i n  terms of r e f e r ­
ence of body count ,  t h a t  any u n i t  i n  t h e  America1 had ach ieved  
p r i o r  t o  t h i s  t i m e  o r  subsequent  t o  t h i s  t ime f o r  s e v e r a l  
months. 

A .  No, I c a n ' t  remember t h a t .  

Q - On t h e  1 8 t h  of March the--on t h e  1 7 t h  of March, t h e  
f o r c e s  t h a t  were on t h e  ground i n  t h i s  a r e a  moved t o  t h e  sou th  
a long t h e  c o a s t  and down a s  f a r  sou th  a s  t h e  Quang Ngai R ive r ,  
sweeping as they  went ,  t u r n e d  around i n  t h e  e a r l y  a f t e r n o o n  
and went back t o  t h e  n o r t h  and s t a y e d  i n  an RON p o s i t i o n  r i g h t  
i n  t h e r e ,  midway between t h e  Quang Ngai River  and t h e  D i e m  
D i e m  River ,  ove rn igh t .  Do you r e c a l l  e v e r  s e e i n g  o r  h e a r i n g  
o r  observ ing  anyth ing  l i k e  t h a t ?  

A.  No. 

Q. On t h e  1 8 t h  of March one of t h e  companies was l i f t ­
ed  back o u t  of  t h i s  a r e a  and flown back i n t o  LZ D o t t i e  i n  t h e  
a f t e rnoon  a f t e r  1430 hours :  

A. You say  on t h e  1 8 t h ?  

Q - Y e s .  Th is  i s  Monday, t h e  18 th  of March. The r e c o r d  
i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  General  KOSTER was i n  t h e  a r e a  of LZ D o t t i e  
dur ing  p a r t  of t h i s  e x t r a c t i o n .  The e x t r a c t i o n  was a l i t t l e  
unusual  i n  t h a t  it was be ing  accomplished wi th  one o r  two a i r ­
c r a f t  a s  opposed t o  a l a r g e r  number. 

A.  They were b r i n g i n g  them i n t o  D o t t i e ,  r i g h t ?  

Q Bringi'ng them i n t o  D o t t i e  from t h e  f i e l d .  

A. I can '  t remember. 
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Q. Can you r e c a l l  a t  any t i m e  any of your  o r b i t s  
ove r  t h i s  a r e a  du r ing  any t i m e  you w e r e  i n  Vietnam? 

A .  T h a t ' s  hard  t o  say.  There might have been and I 
c a n ' t  remember it o r . .  . 
Q. W e l l  you j u s t  c a n ' t  seem to- ­

A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Not o f fhand ,  I j u s t  c a n ' t  p i c ­
t u r e  it. , . 

Q Do you r e c a l l  e v e r  s e e i n g  from your p o s i t i o n  wh i l e  
you were f l y i n g  i n  t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  o r  wh i l e  you were on t h e  
ground i n  an  o p e r a t i o n a l  area l a r g e  numbers of  dead V i e t ­
namese? 

A.  No. 

Q Do you r e c a l l  s e e i n g  any dead Vietnamese? 

A .  A t  t h i s  t i m e  or- ­

Q - ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  A t  any t ime wh i l e  you w e r e  f l y i n g
wi th  General  KOSTER o r  were on t h e  ground as a crew member 
of General  KOSTER's a i r c r a f t ?  

A .  I t h i n k  I have t o l d  you what a-­

Q. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Go ahead and t e l l  us aga in .  

A.  A l l  r i g h t .  L a s t  week I made a s t a t e m e n t ,  t h e  p a s t  
weekend. I seen  t h r e e  bodies .  There was one--to m e ,  I r e ­
member t h i s  v i l l a g e  ( i n d i c a t i n g  an a r e a  on t h e  map), it 
would around l i k e - - t h i s  here--up i n  t h i s  area was a l l  l i k e  
a f r e e - f i r e  zone. 

Q* You're p o i n t i n g  now t o  j u s t  about  5 k i l o m e t e r s  
s o u t h e a s t  o f  Chu La i .  

A. Right .  You come down, it was--would be somewhere 
i n  t h i s  area somewhere. . .. 

Q Somewhere t o  n o r t h  of  Upt igh t?  

%% 
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A.  You have t o  go from Dot t i e ,  go o u t  e a s t  and then 
make a t u r n .  ' 

Q Up t o  t h e  nor th?  

A.  Right. And then-­

Q • ( In te rpos ing)  Four o r  f i v e  k i lometers  t o  t h e  north ­
e a s t  of Dot t i e .  

A . I t  w a s  up i n  t h i s  a r e a  somewhere. 

Q You r e c a l l  s ee ing  dead Vietnamese, t h r e e  dead Viet ­
namese, i n  t h a t  a rea .  

A.  Yes, t h e r e  were two on . t h e  road and one i n  t h e  
d i t c h .  But t h e  more I 'thought about t h a t ,  when General GETTYS 
f i r s t  came, I flew him a l i t t l e  while.  Then somebody e l s e  took 
t h a t  spot .  The more I kep t  th ink ing  about it I c o u l d n ' t  remem­
b e r  f o r  t h a t  was q u i t e  d ry  then .  I n  o t h e r  words, i f  it had 
been i n  t h e  e a r l y  p a r t  it should have been q u i t e  wet .because  
of the  monsoon, bu t  it was dry  ou t s ide .  I could have.been 
wi th  somebody e l s e .  I c a n ' t  say.  

Q You c a n ' t  say t h a t  you were with General KOSTER then? 

A .  No, t h a t ' s  what I ' m  t r y i n g  t o  say.  

Q Do you a s s o c i a t e  it with t h e  sh ip?. ­. 

A.  Right. 

Q And no t  wi th  General KOSTER, f o r  example? 
. ... 

A.  I remembez t h e  p i l o t s  and t h e  crew. Now i f  it w a s  
t h e  same crew, I c a n ' t  remember. I remember t h e  AC b u t  n o t  
t h e  o t h e r  p i l o t ,  and it could have been another  man on t h e  
s h i p  o r  it could have been General KOSTER. I c a n ' t  remember 
t h a t .  I j u s t  remember. t h e  dead bodies and t h e  p i l o t s .  

Q Did you ever  hear  any conversat ions wi th in  t h e  
crew o r  amongst t h e  crew with r e fe rence  t o  any unusual i n c i ­
den t s  t h a t  occurred i n  My L a i ,  o r  sou theas t  of D o t t i e ,  o r  i n  
connection wi th  Task Force Barker, o r  i n  connection with t h e  
11th  Brigade@. 
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A. The f i r s t  t i m e  I heard  anyth ing  about  t h i s  was 
when it s t a r t e d  coming o u t  i n  t h e  paper .  That 's--and I could-
n ' t  b r i n g  back any memory of it, you know, f o r  I s t a r t e d - - I  
r ead  t h e  paper  when it a l l  s t a r t e d  coming o u t .  I t r i e d  t o  
remember i f  I might have been i n  t h a t  a r e a  a t  t h e  t i m e ,  and 
I s t i l l  can ' t  remember t o  t h i s  day anyth ing  about  t h a t .  

Q. You never  heard  e i t h e r  t h e  a i d e  o r  t h e  o t h e r  crew 
members o r  General  KOSTER i n  any conve r sa t ion  mention a l a r g e  
body count?  

A.  NO, I c a n ' t .  

Q Do you recall  h e a r i n g  anyth ing  about an i n v e s t i g a ­
t i o n  be ing  conducted by members of t h e  d i v i s i o n  concerning 
t h e  l l t h  Brigade o r  Task Force Barker  o p e r a t i o n s ?  

NO, I c a n ' t .  

Q- Do you r e c a l l  h e a r i n g  any t a l k  concerning t h e  123d 
a v i a t i o n  pe r sonne l ,  t h e  Warlords s p e c i f i c a l l y ,  conve r sa t ions  
about  o r  rumors from them o r  about  them and t h e i r  a c t i v i t i e s  
concerning Task Force  Barker  and t h e  l l t h  Brigade? 

A. No. About t h e  on ly  t h i n g  I can remember about  
t h e  aero-scouts  would be t h a t  t h e y  s p e n t  a l o t  of  t i m e  a t  
D o t t i e ,  q u i t e  a few months. But as f a r  a s  t h e i r  mi s s ions ,  
I d o n ' t  remember. 

Q- An a l l e g a t i o n  by a h e l i c o p t e r  p i l o t  w i t h  r e f e r ­
ence  t o  c i v i l i a n s  be ing  k i l l e d ?  

A. A r o c k e t ,  was t h a t  a r o c k e t  h i t  ou r  m i l i t a r y  per ­
sonne l?  I t h i n k  t h a t  w a s  what happened from B Company. 

Q. What w a s  t h a t  aga in?  

A. A p i l o t  k i l l e d  a few--wounded a few m i l i t a r y  per ­
sonne l  from a r o c k e t .  

Q. N o .  Did-you h e a r  some t a l k  about- ­

A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  You mean k i l l i n g  c i v i l i a n s ,  i n  o t h e r  
words? 

Q- Y e s .  
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A.  N o .  

Q Did you ever have much connec t ion  w i t h  t h e  e n l i s t ­
e d  men over  i n  B Company? 

A .  Fr i end  wise?  

Q Y e s .  

A .  I have one f a i r l y  good f r i e n d  t h e r e .  

Q Who i s  he? 

A. H i s  name i s  CAMERODA. 

Q Did he  e v e r  mention anyth ing  about  any of  t h e  ac­
t i v i t i e s  t h a t  might be r e l a t e d  t o  Task Force Barker  o r  t h e  
1 1 t h. . Brigade on 1 6  March? 

A .  N o .  3 
C9 
 

Q - A l a r g e  body count? 

A.  W e l l  w e  t a l k e d  a l o t  b u t ,  you know, I d o n ' t  re- F 

member him say ing  anyth ing  about  t h i s .  
CO 
 

Q Did General  KOSTER l a n d  very much a t  Quang Ngai? 

A .  W e  l anded  t h e r e  q u i t e  a ,b i t .  

Q Where d i d  you u s u a l l y  land?  

A .  On t h e  cement pad. I t h i n k  t h e  name w a s  t h e  Tropo 
pad. 

Q Tropo pad? 

A. The Tropo pad. 

Q Did you l a n d  t h e r e  more o f t e n  t h a n  you d i d  t h e  
s o c c e r  f i e l d ?  

A. Oh, I ' d  s ay  m o s t  of t h e  t i m e s  w e  l anded  a t  t h e  
Tropo pad. Very few t i m e s  w e  went t o  t h e  s o c c e r  f i e l d .  The 
average w a s  t h e  Tropo pad,  very  few t i m e s  t h e  o t h e r  one. 
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Q- How of  t e n  d i d  General  KOSTER,l and  down t h e r e ?  
J u s t  an e s t i m a t e ?  

A. I ' d  s a y  we probably would go down t h e r e  once a 
week i f  n o t  more t i m e s .  

Q Do you r e c a l l  a t  any p e r i o d  of t i m e  where you 
were h i t t i n g  o r  l and ing  t h e r e  a t  Quang Ngai more o f t e n  than  
t h a t ?  

A. The on ly  t i m e  I remember l and ing  t h e r e  o f t e n  was 
when t h e  ARVN had a b i g  CA. That  would be on t h e  o t h e r  s i d e  
of Quang Ngai. That  would be q u i t e  a few months--I mean I 
t h i n k  t h a t  w a s  about  June maybe, somewhere around t h a t  a r e a .  

Q. Do you remember t h e  name of t h e  o p e r a t i o n ?  

A. No. 

Q. Norfolk Vic tory?  

A. No. A l l  I remember i s  t h e  1st Cav came down t o  
h e l p  o u t ,  b u t  I d o n ' t  know t h e  name of  t h e  o p e r a t i o n .  

Q A s  I unders tand it, s i r ,  you never  heard  anyth ing  
about  any l a r g e  body count  o r  t h e  k i l l i n g  of c i v i l i a n s  i n  any 
connec t ion  wi th  Task Force Barker  o r  t h e  1 1 t h  Br igade ,  t h e  
LZ D o t t i e  area, o r  t h e  Quang Ngai area any t i m e  wh i l e  you was 
i n  Vietnam? 

A. No, as I s a i d ,  I d i d n ' t  h e a r  any th ing  about  it un­
til I g o t  o u t  o f  t h e  Army and it came o u t  i n  t h e  paper .  

Q. I see. 

A. A s  f a r  as it w a s  ove r  t h e r e ,  I never  heard  of any­
t h i n g .  

9 - O r  any i n v e s t i g a t i o n  of i t ?  

A. No I d idn '  t. 

MR WEST: W e  a p p r e c i a t e  your coming i n  very  much. W e  have t o  
t a l k  t o  everybody w e  can f i n d  who was t h e r e  a t  t h e  t i m e .  
know t h a t  t h i s  has  been a l o t  of t r o u b l e  t o  you t o  come h e r e ,  
b u t  w e  are v e r y  g r a t e f u l .  
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A .  Y e s ,  sir. 

MR WEST: T h e  hear ing  w i l l  be recessed a t  t h i s  t i m e .  

( T h e  hear ing  w a s  recessed a t  1 2 1 1  hours ,  7 M a r c h  
1 9 7 0 . )  
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SUMMARY OF TESTIMONY 

WITNESS: DEWINE,  Dennis W. CWO 

DATE OF TESTIMONY : 20 February 19 70 

PLACE OF TESTIMONY: Pentagon 

WITNESS SUSPECTED OF: N/A 

COUNSEL: None 

DUTY ASSIGNMENT ON 16 MARCH 1968: Th i rd  P l a t o o n ,  A Company, 
123d Avia t ion  Company: Genera l  Y O U N G ' S  p i l o t .  

1. KNOWLEDGE OF THE MY LA1 OPERATION. 

The 16 March o p e r a t i o n  was d e s c r i b e d  t o  t h e  w i t n e s s  
i n  d e t a i l ,  b u t  h e  f a i l e d  t o  r e c a l l  any th ing  about  it 
(pgs.  15-18, 31, 3 2 ) .  He d i d  n o t  remember YOUNG i s s u i n g  
o r d e r s  t o  " s t o p  t h e  k i l l i n g  o r  burning"  (pg.  2 7 ) .  DEWINE 
remembered s e e i n g  a l a r g e  amount o f  smoke w h i l e  o r b i t i n g  t h e  
My Khe ( 3 )  -My Lai  (1) a r e a  on 17 March (pgs.  1 8 ,  19)  . H e  
d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  what was burning o r  i f  Genera l  YOUNG was 
aboard t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  a t  this t ime (pg.  1 9 ) .  H e  d i d  n o t  
r e c o l l e c t  s e e i n g  f r i e n d l y  t r o o p s  on t h i s  occas ion  (pg.  2 0 ) .  
He thought  t h a t  t h i s  occurred  i n  t h e  morning (pg.  2 1 ) .  H e  
d i d  n o t  remember e v e n t s  of  t h e  1 7 t h  or  t h e  18 th  even a f t e r  
be ing  informed of them by t h e  I n q u i r y  (pgs .  21, 22, 31, 3 2 ) .  
DEWINE d i d  n o t  remember t a k i n g  YOUNG t o  a meeting a t  LZ 
D o t t i e  on t h e  1 8 t h  which inc luded  Colonel  HENDERSON, 
L ieu tenan t  Colonel  BARKER, L i e u t e n a n t  Colonel  HOLLADAY, and 
Major WATKE (pg.  25) . H e  d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  any c o n v e r s a t i o n s  
among t h e  crew concerning t h e  s u b j e c t  of such a meeting 
(pg. 2 5 ) .  H e  never  hea rd  any th ing  abou t  a c o n f r o n t a t i o n  
between a i r  andground pe r sonne l ,  nor  d i d  h e  h e a r  any th ing  
about  t h e  k i l l i n g  of  c i v i l i a n s  (pg. 2 6 ) .  H e  never  hea rd  
anything abou t  an  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  o f  a n  o p e r a t i o n  i n  t h e  
P i n k v i l l e  a r e a  (pg. 2 7 ) .  
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2 .  OTHER INFORMATION. 

The w i t n e s s  f l e w  2.7 h o u r s  and made 16 l a n d i n g s  on 
t h e  1 5 t h  (pg .  5 ) .  H e  f l e w  from Chu L a i  t o  Duc Pho and back 
t o  Chu Lai  a g a i n  (pg .  5 ) .  There  p robab ly  was n o t  a g r e a t  
d e a l  o f  "ove r  f l y i n g "  t h a t  day (pg. 7 )  . DEWINE f l e w  f o u r  
hour s  on t h e  1 6 t h  and made 12 l a n d i n g s  (pg .  8 ) .  On t h e  1 7 t h  
h e  f lew 4.6 h o u r s  and made 16 l a n d i n g s  (pg .  8 ) .  On t h e  
1 8 t h  he  f l ew  3 . 1  nour s  and made 1 4  l a n d i n g s  (pg .  8 ) .  H e  
cou ld  n o t  remember where h e  f l ew  on t h e s e  days  (pg .  8 ) .  
H e  d i d  n o t  remember f l y i n g  t o  Danang, Hue, Phu B a i ,  Khe 
Sanh,  Camp E n g l i s h ,  o r  c l o s e  t o  t h e  DMZ (pg .  9 ) .  H e  c o u l d  
n o t  remember f l y i n g  YOUNG t o  Khe Sanh on 20 March, 8 A p r i l ,  
o r  9 A p r i l  (pg .  1 0 ) . H e  d i d  n o t  remember f l y i n g  YOUNG t o  
t h e  1 1 t h  Br igade  change o f  command ceremony o r  t o  f i r e  b a s e s  
en r o u t e  back t o  Chu ~ a i( p g s .  1 2 ,  1 3 ) .  H e  d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  
e v e r  "going  low'level" 
d i d  n o t  remember e v e r  

w i t h  t h e  g e n e r a l  (pg .  2 0 ) .  DEWINE 
f l y i n g  t h e  g e n e r a l  back l a t e  a t  n i g h t  

3 
,... 
-J  

(pg.  31) . -$ 4 
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EXIIIBITS 
 

EXIIIBIT 
NUMBER DESCRIPTION NOTES PAGES 

1 M-34 w i t h  h a n d w r i t t e n  iEntered  i n t o  t h e  1 
n o t a t i o n s  by COL KHIEN r e c o r d .  1 
Stmt by COL BREEN re- En te red  l n t o  t h e  

M - 1 2 1  g a r d i n g  6/11 A r t i l l e r y  r e c o r d .  1 
j o u r n a l s .  

I 
P e n c i l  d r a f t  of LT TAN'S En te red  l n t o  t n e  
l t r  t o  11 Apr 6 8  

-
r e c o r d .  1 
W i t  i d e n t i f i e d  

Misce l l aneous  Scene GEN YOUNG. 29 
W i t  i d e n t i t i e d  

Misce l l aneous  Scene GEN YOUNG. 29 
W i t  i d e n t i f i e d  

Misce l l aneous  Scene 
  GEN YOUNG. 30 
S tmt  by SFC W i l l i a m  S .  
  Ente red  i n t o  t h e  
DROSDICK 
 r e c o r d .  1 
Stmt  by C h a r l e s  T. 
 E n t e r e d  i n t o  t h e  
CROSS 
 r e c o r d .  1 
Stmt  by  BG John W .  
  En te red  i n t o  t h e  
DONALDSON 
 r e c o r d .  1 

I-' 
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(The hea r ing  reconvened a t  0920 hours ,  20 February 
1970.) 

LTC PATTERSON: The hear ing  w i l l  come t o  order .  

RCDR: The fol lowing persons a r e  p resen t :  LTC PATTERSON, 
MAJ ZYCHOWSKI, and MAJ COOP. 

I have documents t o  e n t e r  i n t o  t h e  record.  F i r s t  
i s  a s tatement  regarding t h e  journals  of 6th B a t t a l i o n ,  11th  
A r t i l l e r y ,  which i s  s igned by Colonel BREEN. This i s  en te red  
i n t o  t h e  record and i d e n t i f i e d  as  Exh ib i t  M - 1 2 1 .  

The n e x t  i s  a p e n c i l  d r a f t  of  Lieutenant  TAN'S 
l e t t e r  of  11 Apr i l  1968. This l e t t e r  was addressed t o  t h e  
province c h i e f .  This i s  en te red  i n t o  t h e  record  and i d e n t i ­
f i e d  a s  Exh ib i t  M-122. 

The next  i s  a copy of M-34, with handwritten nota­
t i o n s  by Colonel K H I E N .  This i s  en te red  i n t o  t h e  record 
and i d e n t i f i e d  a s  Exh ib i t  M-34A. 

The next  i s  a w r i t t e n  s ta tement  by Sergeant  F i r s t  
Class  W i l l i a m  G.  DROSDICK given a t  Chu L a i ,  Republic of Viet­
nam, on 13  February 1970. This i s  e n t e r e d  i n t o  t h e  record and 
i d e n t i f i e d  as Exh ib i t  S-8. 

The nex t  is  a s ta tement  by Charles T .  CROSS, given 
a t  Singapore on 10 February 1970. This i s  en te red  i n t o  t h e  
record and i d e n t i f i e d  as  Exh ib i t  S-9. 

The next  i s  a s ta tement  of Br igadier  General John W. 
DOMALDSON, given a t  Chu L a i ,  Republic of Vietnam, on 7 February 
1970. This  i s  en te red  i n t o  t h e  record  and i d e n t i f i e d  as Ex­
h i b i t  S-10. 

The nex t  wi tness  i s  Chief Warrant O f f i c e r  Dennis 
M. DEWINE. 

(CW2 DEWINE was c a l l e d  as  a wi tness ,  was sworn, 
ai1d t e s t i f i e d  a s  follows :) 

W i l l  you s t a t e  your f u l l  name, grade,  Soc ia l  Secu­
r i t y  number, branch of  s e r v i c e ,  o rgan iza t ion ,  and s t a t i o n .  
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A. Dennis Marlow DEWINE,  CW2, 301-38-1040, F o r t  Knox, 
Kentucky, Bravo Troop, 8 th  Squadron 1st A i r  Cav. 

RCDR : United S t a t e s  Army? 

A. United S t a t e s  Army. 

LTC PATTERSON: M r .  DEWINE,  are you f a m i l i a r  w i t h  and have 
you r ead  E x h i b i t  M-57, t h e  i n s t r u c t i o n s  t o  w i t n e s s e s ?  

A.  Yes, sir. 

Q- Do you have any q u e s t i o n s  concerning t h o s e  i n s t r u c ­
t i o n s ?  

A. No, sir. 

Q Any q u e s t i o n s  concerning t h e  purposes. o f  t h i s  i n ­
q u i r y ?  

A. No, sir.  

Q. Do you unders tand t h e  d i r e c t i o n s  t h a t  are inc luded  
hereon w i t h  r e f e r e n c e  t o  any f u r t h e r  tes t imony? 

A. I d o n ' t  have any q u e s t i o n s  on t h i s .  

Q You unders tand  a s  t o  whom you can t a l k  and so 
on. I ' d  l i k e  t o  i n d i c a t e  t o  you t h a t  i t  i s  q u i t e  p o s s i b l e  
t h a t  you might be c a l l e d  b e f o r e  t h e  House Armed S e r v i c e s  
Committee. I f  s o ,  your  tes t imony h e r e  and t h e  d i r e c t i o n s  
t h a t  you have r ead  and r ece ived  i n  no way p r e c l u d e - y o u  from 
t e s t i f y i n g  b e f o r e  t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  body. You are f r e e  t o  
answer t h e i r  q u e s t i o n s  i n  any way t o  t h e  b e s t  o f  your  re­
c o l l e c t i o n .  Do you unders tand t h a t ?  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q- M r .  DEWINE,  f o r  t h e  r e c o r d ,  would you s ta te  when 
you a r r i v e d  i n  Vietnam, t h e  i n c l u s i v e  d a t e s  o f  your  t o u r  
t h e r e ,  and t h e  u n i t s  t o  which you w e r e  ass igned?  
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.A I f i r s t  a r r i v e d  a t  Vietnam on 1 4  February 1968. 
~ n dI l e f t  coun t ry  aga in  on 10 February 1969. A f t e r  g e t t i n g  
over  t h e r e ,  I w a s  a s s igned  t o  t h e  123d Avia t ion  B a t t a l i o n  i n  
chu L a i ,  and I s t a y e d  t h z r e  t h e  e n t i r e  12 months. 

Q And t o  which u n i t  w i t h i n  t h e  123d Avia t ion  B a t t a l ­
i o n  were you a s s igned?  

A. A Company. 

Q- When d i d  you s t a r t  f l y i n g  w i t h  A Company? 

A. I ' d  have t o  check t h e  d a t e  e x a c t l y .  My f i r s t  
o f f i c i a l  day, it appears  t o  be  22 February 1968. 

Q- For  t h e  r eco rd ,  would you i n d i c a t e  a s  t o  how you 
a r r i v e d  a t  t h a t .  

A. T h i s  i s  my i n d i v i d u a l  f l i g h t  r eco rd ,  DA Form 759 .  

Q. What w e r e  your  d u t i e s  w i t h i n  A Company, 123d Avia­
 
t i o n  B a t t a l i o n ?  
  

A. A t  t h a t  t i m e  I was j u s t  a brand new W 1 ,  o f  cou r se .  
  
Not knowing t h e  A0 o r  anyth ing  about  o p e r a t i o n s  ove r  t h e r e  
  
i n  Vietnam, I was j u s t  a f i r s t  p i l o t ,  c o p i l o t ,  f o r  A Company. 
 
I w a s  ass igned  t o  t h e  3d P la toon ,  which w a s  b a s i c a l l y  a VIP 
 
p la toon  a t  t h e  t i m e .  W e  had t h r e e  g e n e r a l ' s  s h i p s ,  and I 
 
was supposed t o  s t a r t  f l y i n g  wi th  them. I s t a r t e d  f l y i n g  
  
w i th  t h e  1st  and 2d P la toons  and t h e  3d P la toon ,  j u s t  be ing  
  
thrown h e r e  and t h e r e  wherever t hey  needed a p i l o t .  
  

Q. *When d i d  you s t a r t  f l y i n g  w i t h  your  3d P la toon ,  
  
t h e  VIP p l a toon?  
  

A. I had my f i r s t  miss ion t h e r e  on t h e  4 t h  of  March. 
 
W e  had t h r e e  H-model Hueys, which w e r e  newer Hueys a t  t h e  t i m e ,  
  
and they  w e r e  a l l  g e n e r a l ' s  s h i p s .  About t h e  on ly  way I 
 
can r e a l l y  t e l l  whether  I w a s  f l y i n g  a g e n e r a l  o r  n o t  was 
 
looking  down h e r e  and s e e i n g  what model a i r c r a f t  I had. On t h e  
  
4tA1, it i n d i c a t e d  I d i d  f l y  a H-model Huey. 
 

Q. Which g e n e r a l  d i d  you f l y ?  

APP T-386 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 
 

A. General  YOUNG, and I do remember f l y i n g  w i t h  an­
o t h e r  g e n e r a l  one day. I d o n ' t  even remember h i s  name 
now. He w a s n ' t  t h e r e  t o o  very long .  

Q - For t h e  g r e a t e r  p a r t  o f  your  p e r i o d  you became 
one o f  General  YOUNG'S p i l o t s ?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r ,  c o p i l o t .  

Q I see. And who was t h e  p i l o t  o f  t h a t  a i r c r a f t ?  

A. A t  t h e  t i m e  i t  w a s  W 1  NEWELL, now a l i e u t e n a n t .  

Q A s  I unders tand  it t h e n ,  from what you 've  s a i d ,  
you g o t  i n t o  count ry  about  1 4  February and went through 
a p e r i o d  o f  some t r a i n i n g ,  o r  a t  l e a s t  f l y i n g  i n  l i f t s  
w i t h  o t h e r  e lements  i n  A Company u n t i l  sometime i n  t h e  
e a r l y  p a r t  of  March when you then  assumed t h e  d u t i e s  a s  
a c o p i l o t  f o r  General  YOUNG. Is t h a t  e s s e n t i a l l y  c o r r e c t ?  

A .  Y e s ,  sir.  I t  shows h e r e  on t h e  l s t ,  2nd, and 3rd  
I f lew w i t h  t h e  o t h e r  p l a t o o n s .  On t h e  4 th  I f lew wi th  t h e  
H-model, and then  a g a i n  on t h e  5 t h  and t h e  6 t h  I w a s  w i t h  
ano the r  p l a toon .  On t h e  1 1 t h  I d i d n ' t  f l y  t h e  g e n e r a l ,  b u t  
7 t h  through t h e  9 t h ,  and then  t h e  1 2 t h  on th rough  t h e  30th 
on t h i s  s h e e t .  

Q On 12 through 30 March you w e r e  f l y i n g  wi th  
t h e  g e n e r a l ?  

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q. A l l  r i g h t .  M r .  DEWINE,  t h e  purpose o f  b r i n g i n g  
you h e r e  today t o  t e s t i f y  b e f o r e  t h i s  i n q u i r y  i s  t o  see 
i f  you can recal l  t h e  a c t i v i t i e s  concerning t h e  whereabouts 
of General  YOUNG du r ing  t h e  p e r i o d  15 ,  1 6 ,  1 7 ,  and 1 8  
March 1968. General  YOUNG, o f  cou r se ,  i s  unsure .  W e  are 
unsure.  Other  ev idence  i s  n o t  d e f i n i t i v e ,  e x p l i c i t l y  de­
f i n i t i v e .  However, we hope t h a t  your  t es t imony h e r e  w i l l  b e  
a b l e  t o  a s s i s t  n o t  o n l y  t h i s  i n q u i r y  i n  t h e  whereabouts o f  
General  YOUNG, b u t  a l s o  suppor t  o r  s u b s t a n t i a t e  o r  r e f u t e ,  
i f  neces sa ry ,  t h e  tes t imony o f  General  YOUNG. The i d e a ,  o f  
cou r se ,  i s  t h a t  w e  want t h e  f a c t s ,  no t  assumptions o r  deduc­
t i o n s ,  b u t  f a c t s  as you r e c a l l  them based upon General  YOUNG'S 
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a c t i v i t i e s  d u r i n g  t h a t  p e r i o d  of  t i m e .  For  t h e  r e c o r d  w i l l  
you i n d i c a t e  your  f l y i n g  t i m e ,  number o f  l a n d i n g s ,  and ,  i f  
p o s s i b l e ,  r o u t e s  o f  f l i g h t  f o r  t h e  p e r i o d  1 5  through 18 March 
as you can de te rmine  it from your  DA Form 759. 

A .  Okay. S t a r t i n g  o f f  wi th  t h e  1 5 t h ,  t h e r e  were 1 6  
l and ings  and 2 .7  hours  of f l i g h t  t i m e .  On t h e  1 6 t h  t h e r e  
were 12-­

9- ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  W e l l ,  f i r s t ,  on t h e  1 5 t h ,  can you 
i n d i c a t e  t h e  r o u t e  o f  f l i g h t ?  

A. These i n i t i a l s  on h e r e  I can on ly  guess .  Now t h i s  
EV CL, t h a t  would b e  t h e  s t a r t i n g  p o i n t ,  Chu L a i ,  and t h e n  
t h i s  DN,  I can on ly  guess  t h a t  must be  Danang. 

Q. Is t h a t  t h e  15 th?  

A. Okay, w e l l  t hen  it would be  DP, t h a t  would be  Duc 
Pho. And t h a t ' s  t h e  on ly  one I have on h e r e  logged a s  c ros s -
count ry .  

Q. W e l l ,  what y o u ' r e  s ay ing  i s  it would appear  t h a t  
you f lew from Chu L a i  t o  Duc Pho and then  back t o  Chu La i  on 
t h e  15 th?  

A. T h a t ' s  r i g h t ,  sir.  Whenever w e  logged a c ros s -
country  l i k e  t h a t ,  w e  j u s t  had t o  have a name t o  p u t  down. 
So i f  w e  d i d  go t o  Duc Pho, which w e  probably d i d ,  w e  would 
have logged it t h a t  way. I n  o t h e r  words, w e  wou ldn ' t  l o g  
t h e  subsequent  s t o p s .  We u s u a l l y  logged from Chu L a i ,  which 
i s  t h e  main b a s e  o f  o p e r a t i o n s ,  t o  s ay  ano the r  l a r g e r  a i r f i e l d  
o r  something o f  t h a t  n a t u r e .  1.f w e  l anded  o u t  i n  t h e  f i e l d  
someplace, you r e a l l y  c o u l d n ' t  l o g  it a s  c ross -count ry .  
You wouldn ' t  know what k ind  o f  i n i t i a l s  t o  p u t  down i n  your  
logbook. So obvious ly  w e  d i d  go t o  Duc Pho, b u t  it prob ­
a b l y  w a s n ' t  d i r e c t  from Chu L a i  d i r e c t  t o  Duc Pho and then  
back aga in .  

Q 
nc:: a r e c a l l ?  

Now t h a t ' s  an assumption y o u ' r e  making, t h a t ' s  

A. T h a t ' s  r i g h t .  That  i s n ' t  a r e c a l l .  
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Q. L e t ' s  analyze 15 March be fo re  w e  go much f u r t h e r .  
How long  does it t a k e  you t o  f l y  d i r e c t  from Chu La i  t o  Duc 
Pho? 

A. I f  I remember c o r r e c t l y ,  somewhere i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  
of  40 minutes.  

Q. Depending upon t h e  wind, I assume. 

A.  Right. 

Q So i f  you flew down d i r e c t l y  and back, a s  t h e  form 
would i n d i c a t e  t h a t  you d i d ,  you would only  have flown 1 hour 
and 20 minutes. That would be about 1 . 3  hours .  

Q. You died, i n  f a c t ,  l o g  2.7,  a s  you've i n d i c a t e d .  

A. Y e s ,  sir.  

(2. With 16 l and ings ,  t h i s  would i n d i c a t e  t h a t  you 
d i d  i n  f a c t  do some o t h e r  f l y i n g  o r  o t h e r  s topp ing  a t  l e a s t  
i n  f l y i n g  e i t h e r  e n  r o u t e  o r  back from t h e  a r e a  around Duc 
Pho. Would you i n d i c a t e ,  based upon t h e  number of  landings  
and t h e  hours  t h a t  you've logged, whether o r  n o t  you d i d  much 
o r b i t i n g  ove r  t h e  a r e a s ,  o r  w e r e  t h e s e  s h o r t  hops? 

A. With only  2.7 I can ha rd ly  say t h a t  w e  d i d  very 
much o r b i t i n g ,  a l though a s  I remember it was General  YOUNG'S 
p o l i c y  t o  h i t  a l o t  of  t h e  d i f f e r e n t  L Z ' s .  And j u s t  
going south  from Chu Lai  i t  should t a k e  j u s t ,  you know, mak­
i n g  hops a l l  t h e  way down t o  Duc Pho and back aga in ,  even 
s topping ,  it would s t i l l  only  t a k e  somewhere i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  
of  1 hour and 20 l i k e  you s a i d  be fo re .  But i f  he d i d  
go anyplace no r th  of Chu L a i ,  I can very d e f i n i t e l y  account  
f o r  t h i s .  

Q The f i g u r e  1 6  landings  i s  i n t e r e s t i n g .  Were they
logged f a i r l y  a c c u r a t e l y ?  

A. W e l l ,  I h a d n ' t  been f l y i n g  very long ,  and of  course  
t h i s  t y p e  of f l y i n g  was p r e t t y  new t o  m e ,  f l y i n g  a genera l .  
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And usua l ly  t h e  AC always kept  t h e  t ime. The way I d i d  it 
a f t e r  I became an AC and logged my own t imes ,  I would mark 
it down on a p iece  of paper where we landed, j u s t  t h e  name. 
And of course then you would t ake  a t  l e a s t  one landing  o u t  
of t h a t .  But I d o n ' t  know. I can say t h a t  t h e  f i r s t  landing 
would have been a t  t h e  V I P  pad t o  pick him up, and of course 
t h e r e ' s  f u e l  s t o p s  i n  t h e r e ,  I imagine. 

Q So i f  you dropped t h e  genera l  o f f  somewhere you'd 
l o g  a landing ,  and then hovering over  t o  a r e f u e l i n g  a rea  o r  
f l y i n g  over  t o  a r e f u e l i n g  a rea  you'd log  another  landing ,  
then back t o  t h e  pad t o  pick t h e  genera l  up would be a t h i r d  
landing. There a r e  t h r e e  landings a t  one s top .  

A. Right,  sir. 

Q. And of course t h e s e  landings would inc lude  a l s o  
r e f u e l i n g  and landing back a t  t h e  home base a f t e r  depos i t ­
i ng  t h e  genera l  a t  Chu Lai?  

A. Right,  sir. There 's  a p o s s i b i l i t y  you might for ­
g e t  one o r  two landings i n  t h e r e  going f o r  f u e l  o r  something, 
b u t  I always counted where I went and of course how many 
times I had t o  r e f u e l .  I would l o g  t h a t  i n .  

Q. Well, wi th  2 .7  hours ,  a t  l e a s t  one r e f u e l i n g  and 
probably a topoff  a f t e r  r e t u r n i n g  a t  Chu Lai .  

A. Right ,  sir. 

Q. So t h e r e  would be two r e f u e l i n g s  which would account 
f o r  about s i x  landings probably,  a s  a minimum. Is t h a t  c o r r e c t ?  

A. Yes, sir. 

Q- So it would appear from t h e  e n t r y  he re  on your 759 
t h a t  t h e r e  was n o t  a g r e a t  dea l  of overf ly ing .  There were 
more s h o r t  s t o p s  en rou te  down o r  back from Chu Lai  t o  Duc 
Pho. Is t h a t  c o r r e c t ?  

A. Right ,  sir. 

Q. A l l  r i g h t .  How about t h e  16th  of  March? 
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A. The 1 6 t h  of March I on ly  logged 12  l and ings  and 
t h e r e  was 4 hours .  And l i k e  I s a i d  b e f o r e ,  I d o n ' t  have any­
t h i n g  logged a s  f a r  a s  c r o s s - c o u n t r i e s  t h e r e .  

Q- A l l  r i g h t .  How about  t h e  17 th?  

A. The 1 7 t h  w a s  number 16 and 4.6 hours .  

Q. The 1 8 t h ?  

A. 18 th  w a s  1 4  l and ings  and 3 .1  hours .  

Q Okay. Do you r e c a l l  who your  cop i lo t - -o r  your  
a i r c r a f t  commander w a s  a t  t h i s  p o i n t  i n  t ime? 

A. I can on ly  assume t h a t  it w a s  t h e n  M r .  NEWELL. 

Q. I ' d  l i k e  t h e  r eco rd  t o  r e f l e c t  and I ' d  l i k e  f o r  
you t o  be  adv i sed  t h a t  M r .  NEWELL's t imes and l and ings  and 
t h e  one e n t r y  concerning t h e  c ross -count ry  e x a c t l y  a g r e e  w i t h  
your  i n d i v i d u a l  f l i g h t  r eco rd .  

A. Okay, t hen  obvious ly  it was M r .  NEWELL. 

Q - Now i f  w e  look a t  t h e  t i n e s  h e r e  a s  you have pre ­
s e n t e d  them, w i th  what we have deduced from t h e  15 March e n t r y ,  
cou ld  you i n d i c a t e  t h a t  on t h e  1 6 t h  o r  t h e  1 7 t h  o f  March you 
d i d  more o r  less o v e r f l y i n g  as opposed t o  s h o r t  v i s i t i n g ?  

A. W e l l ,  w i t h  t h e  smaller amount o f  l and ings  and more 
t ime i n  t h e  a i r  logged,  I would say  y e s ,  w e  d i d  more. 

Q Okay. And t h e r e  i s  no i n d i c a t i o n  on 1 6 ,  17 ,  o r  
18  March as t o  where you went? 

A. No, sir. 

Q. Do you have any r e c o l l e c t i o n  o f  any of  t h e s e  
4 days as t o  your  s p e c i f i c  a c t i v i t i e s ?  

A .  No, s i r ,  I ' m  a f r a i d  I d o n ' t .  

Q. Okay. Did you e v e r  t a k e  General  YOUNG t o  Danang? 
Can you recall  any t r i p s  t o  Danang? 
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A. No, s ir .  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  any t r i p s  t o  Danang, a l ­
though on t h e  1 4 t h  I show t h a t  I d i d  e v i d e n t l y  go t o  Danang. 
~ u twhy I went,  I don 't know. 

Q. D o  you e v e r  r e c a l l  any t r i p s  t o  Hue Phu B a i ?  

A. No, s ir .  
  

Q - How about  a s  t o  t h e  v i c i n i t y  of  Khe Sanh? 
 

A. No, s i r .  
  

Q Camp England? 
 

A. England? 

Q. Engl i sh?  

A. Engl i sh?  W e l l  t h e r e  w a s  an LZ Eng l i sh  down sou th .  
But General  YGSNG, no, sir. 

Q. You d o n ' t  e v e r  r e c a l l  t a k i n g  t h e  g e n e r a l  n o r t h  some 
d i s t a n c e  from Chu La i?  

A. Y e s ,  s ir ,  I d i d  f r e q u e n t l y  go n o r t h .  There were 
q u i t e  a few L Z ' s  up t o  t h e  n o r t h  t h e r e  t h a t  he d i d  f r e q u e n t ,  
b u t  n o t  as f a r  n o r t h  as Danang. There was an LZ Baldy about  
as f a r  n o r t h  a s  I can e v e r  remember going wi th  him, which 
w a s  r i g h t  on Highway 1 j u s t  sou th  of  t h e  Hoy An River .  I ' m  
s u r e  t h a t ' s  probably n o t  t h e  name of  it. 

Q. You d o n ' t  r e c a l l  e v e r  going up c l o s e  t o  t h e  DMZ? 

A. No, s i r ,  n o t  w i t h  General  YOUNG. I can d e f i n i t e l y  
s ay  no,  I never  d i d .  

Q. Would you i n d i c a t e  f o r  t h e  r e c o r d  your  f l y i n g  t ime 
f o r  20 March? 

A. On 20 March, 6 hours .  

Q. And 8 A p r i l ?  
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A. On 8 A p r i l ,  7.8. 

Q- On 9 A p r i l ?  

Q - I n  p rev ious  tes t imony from L ieu tenan t  NEWELL, h e  does 
r e c a l l  t a k i n g  General  YOUNG t o  t h e  v i c i n i t y  o f  Khe Sanh and 
l and ing  a t  a b a t t a l i o n  LZ somewhere i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  of  Khe 
Sanh. And h e  reasons  t h a t  it would have t o  have been one o f  
t h o s e  3 days:  2 0  March, 8 A p r i l ,  o r  9 A p r i l ,  because of  t h e  
t ime and d i s t a n c e  f a c t o r s .  And h e  r e c a l l e d  it w i t h  r e f e r e n c e  
t o  t h e  bu i ldup  o f  a t ime i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  o f  6 hours  o r  
b e t t e r .  I might add t h a t  L i e u t e n a n t  NEWELLss t i m e s  f o r  
t h o s e  3 days a g r e e  a l s o  w i th  your  t ime log .  Does t h a t  
r e f r e s h  your  memory any? 

A. No, sir ,  it d o e s n ' t .  I n  a l l  f a i r n e s s  t o  myself 
and you, I can say  I w a s  never  up t h e r e .  

Q. I would assume from t h a t  s t a t e m e n t  and your  tes t i ­
mony, you can a f f i r m  t h a t  you w e r e  n o t  a t  Khe Sanh o r  t h a t  
General  YOUNG w a s  n o t  a t  Khe Sanh i n  your  a i r c r a f t  on 15 ,  16 ,  
17 ,  o r  1 8  March. 

A. No, sir.  I won ' t  go s o  f a r  as t o  s ay  t h a t  some­
body else w a s n ' t  t h e r e ,  b u t  I d o n ' t  e v e r  remember going up 
t h e r e .  L ike  I s a i d ,  I w a s  very  new i n  coun t ry ,  and I pro ­
bab ly  a t  t h i s  t ime d i d n ' t  even know where I w a s  most o f  t h e  
t ime u n l e s s  I looked on a map. 

Q. Do you have any r e c o l l e c t i o n  o f  how long  it would 
t a k e  you t o  f l y  t o  Khe Sanh? 

- A. W e l l ,  s i r ,  l e t ' s  see. While I w a s  an a i r c r a f t  com­
mander I w a s  a t  Phu B a i  t w i c e ,  and t h a t ' s  t h e  on ly  t i m e  I can 
e v e r  remember t h a t  I was t h a t  f a r  n o r t h .  

Q Y e s .  Now how about  t h e  q u e s t i o n ?  How long  would 
it sake t o  f l y  t o  Khe Sanh? 

A. I t  took  us t o  f l y  t o  Phu B a i - - I  d o n ' t  know how 
long  it t a k e s  t o  f l y  t o  Khe Sanh. Phu B a i  would be  some­
t h i n g  l i k e  an hour  and f o r t y  f i v e ,  hour  and a h a l f .  
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Q a  
  
 One way? 

A. Y e s ,  s i r ,  about  an hour  and a h a l f ,  t h a t ' s  rough 
guess t imat ion .  

Q. Okay. T h a t ' s  t o  Phu Bai? 

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q. And Khe Sanh would b e  something g r e a t e r  than  t h a t ?  

A. Y e s ,  sir. Right  now, u n l e s s  I look a t  a map, I could-
n ' t  even t e l l  you which d i r e c t i o n  it w a s .  

Q. L e t ' s  assume t h a t  it w a s  f u r t h e r  t o  t h e  nor thwes t  
by about  30 minutes ,  maybe about 15 o r  20 .  Would you say  from 
t h e  amount o f  t i m e  t h a t  you f l e w  on 15 ,  16 ,  1 7 ,  o r  18  March 
it was p h y s i c a l l y  p l a u s i b l e  t o  f l y  t o  t h e  v i c i n i t y  of  Khe 
Sanh and r e t u r n ?  

A. Could I have t h e  d a t e s  a g a i n ,  s i r ,  you wanted? 

Q. On 1 5 ,  16 ,  1 7 ,  or 18  March. 

A. Oh, y o u ' r e  j u s t  t a l k i n g  about  t h o s e  days .  No, 
sir. I wouldn ' t  s a y  t h a t  we could  have made it up t h e r e  i n  
t h a t  t i m e .  

Q. Okay. 

A. Not and a l l  t h o s e  l and ings  a t  t h e  same t i m e .  

Q. I ' d  l i k e  t o  con f ine  o u r  t h i n k i n g  now t o  t h e  4 days 
t h a t  I ' v e  j u s t  mentioned: 15 ,  1 6 ,  1 7 ,  and 18 .  You've a l r e a d y  
i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  you do n o t  r e c a l l  s p e c i f i c a l l y  t h o s e  days .  So 
I would l i k e  t o  a s s i s t  you wi th  some o f  t h e  f a c t s  t h a t  we be- 
l i e v e  t o  have occur red  based upon evidence c u r r e n t l y  i n  ex- 
i s t e n c e  i n  t h i s  i n q u i r y ,  p rev ious  tes t imony,  and t h e  purpose 
be ing  h e r e  i s  t o  h e l p  you t r y  t o  r e c a l l .  Again I ' d  l i k e  t o  
c a u t i o n  you t h a t  I ' m  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  your  r e c o l l e c t i o n  r a t h e r  
th,n your  assumptions ,  un l e s s  you s t a t e  they a r e  assumptions.  
W e  are i n t e r e s t e d  i n  any r e c o l l e c t i o n s  t h a t  you can come up 
w i t h ,  f e e l i n g s ,  even though you c a n ' t  p i c t u r e  them s p e c i f i c a l l y  
i n  your  mind. Don' t  h e s i t a t e  t o  t e l l  us a f e e l i n g  t h a t  you 
might have based upon t h e  f a c t s  t h a t  I ' m  going t o  g ive  you. 
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I recognize t h a t  t h i s  was dur ing  t h e  e a r l y  p a r t  of your t o u r  
and t h e r e f o r e  your presence a t  any given p l a c e  a t  any given 
time would be--and i d e n t i f y i n g  it geographical ly  might be more 
d i f f i c u l t  because of t h e  e a r l y  p a r t  of your t o u r .  The 15 th  
o f  March was a  Friday.  There w a s  a change of command ceremony 
on t h e  he l ipad  a t  Duc Pho. We have reason t o  b e l i e v e  t h a t  
General YOUNG w a s  p resen t  a t  t h a t  change of command ceremony. 
General LIPSCOMB depar ted  a s  CG of t h e  11 th  I n f a n t r y  Brigade. 
Addi t iona l ly  t h e r e  were o t h e r  d i s t i n g u i s h e d  v i s i t o r s ,  including 
General KOSTER, probably t h e  o t h e r  ADC, and perhaps even some 
o u t s i d e  d i g n i t a r i e s .  Can you r e c a l l  t h e  change of  command 
ceremony? 

A .  No, s i r ,  n o t  t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  one. There w e r e  a l o t  
of  change of  command ceremonies t h a t  I went t o  a t  Duc Pho, 
and I r e a l l y  c o u l d n ' t  say t h a t  I can remember it. 

Q. Okay. And what makes t h i s  one s i g n i f i c a n t  from 
o t h e r s ,  however, i s  t h a t  t h i s  was a genera l  o f f i c e r  depar t ing .  
It  occurred a t  0930 hours i n  t h e  morning, which would have 
meant a depar tu re  o u t  of  Chu Lai  on a d i r e c t  f l i g h t  somewhere 
i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  of 0830 t o  0845. Unless t h e r e  were some 
s t o p s  en r o u t e ,  which would have n e c e s s i t a t e d  an e a r l i e r  de­
p a r t u r e ,  it would have been a f a i r l y  normal time t o  depar t  
Chu Lai .  General YOUNG has i n d i c a t e d  i n  h i s  testimony t h a t  
he  was t h e r e .  He a l s o  has i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  every morning t h e r e  
was a b r i e f i n g  t h a t  he a t tended i n  t h e  C G ' s  o f f i c e ,  
which would l e a d  one t o  b e l i e v e  t h a t  a t  l e a s t  i n  time 
and d i s t a n c e  f a c t o r s  t h a t  because of  t h e  time of t h e  b r i e f ­
i n g ,  t h e  l e n g t h  of time f l y i n g  d i r e c t l y  t o  Duc Pho, t h a t  few 
s t o p s  were made en r o u t e  from Chu Lai  t o  Duc Pho. D o  you 
r e c a l l  anything s p e c i f i c a l l y  t h a t  I ' v e  i n d i c a t e d  t o  you thus  
f a r ?  

A. No, s i r ,  I'm a f r a i d  I d o n ' t .  

Q Okay. Af te r  t h e  change of  command ceremony, i n d i ­
c a t i o n s  w e r e  t h a t  General YOUNG was then t o  v i s i t  one o r  
more f i r e  bases  en r o u t e  back t o  Chu Lai .  Some testimony 
has i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  one of t h e s e  f i r e b a s e s  was LZ L iz .  Do 
you r e c o l l e c t  anything y e t ?  
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A. No, s ir ,  n o t  on t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  day. I can remem­
ber a l o t  of t imes going-- that ' s  j u s t  t h e  way he used t o  do 
it a l l  t h e  time though. I mean we'd go down t o  Duc--we'd 
make a few s t o p s  o r  maybe we'd go d i r e c t l y  t o  Duc Pho and 
then h i t  Liz o r  Dot t i e  o r  another  one,  Sue and I be l i eve  Ann 
a t  t h e  time. 

Q You've already ind ica ted  t h a t  i t ' s  q u i t e  probable,  
based upon your r ecord ,  t h a t  t h e r e  might have been o t h e r  s t o p s  
en r o u t e ,  but  t h a t  ove r f ly ing  o r  any o t h e r  long-distance 
f l i g h t s ,  i f  General YOUNG was a t  Duc Pho, 
because of t h e  low amount of time flown. 
t h i n g  about t h e  15th  of March? 

were 
Do yo 

n o t  probable 
u r e c a l l  any-

A.  NO, sir. 

Q. 01 t h e  morning of 1 6  March t h e r e  was an opera t ion
scheduled t o  t a k e  p lace  t o  t h e  s o u t h e a s t  of  LZ D o t t i e ,  gen­
e r a l l y  along t h e  coas t  i n  an a r e a  of  o p e r a t i o n  t h a t  usual ly  
belonged t o  t h e  2d ARVN Divis ion .  The a r e a  depic ted  on 
t h e  map, Exh ib i t  MAP-5, i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  t h e r e  was an 
extens ion  of  t h e  normal o p e r a t i o n a l  a r e a  i n t o  t h e  a r e a  i n t o  
which t h i s  opera t ion  was being conducted. The command 
headquarters  was Task Force Barker ,  l o c a t e d  a t  LZ Dot t i e .  
The map o r i e n t a t i o n  is Chu La i ,  t h e  MSR, Route 1, Duc Pho 
t o  t h e  sou th ,  Quang Ngai C i t y ,  t h e  Song T r a  Khuc River ,  
t h e  Song D i e m  Diem River ,  and south  t o  t h e  Quang Ngai o r  
Song Tra Khuc River. LZ Dot t i e  had a r t i l l e r y .  LZ Uptight 
a l s o  had a r t i l l e r y .  I am under t h e  assumption t h a t  one 
of t h e  jobs of t h e  c o p i l o t  is  t o  g e t  a r t i l l e r y  warnings 
while en r o u t e .  The opera t ion  was an e a r l y  morning 
opera t ion .  Task Force Barker cons i s t ed  of t h r e e  r i f l e  
companies, two of which would be a i r  a s s a u l t e d  i n t o  t h e  op­
e r a t i o n a l  a r e a  and one of which was walking i n t o  a blocking 
p o s i t i o n  on t h e  n i g h t  of 15 and e a r l y  morning of 1 6  March. 
The one company walked i n t o  an a r e a  g e n e r a l l y  t o  t h e  nor th  
of t h e  D i e m  Diem River. A t  0730 i n  t h e  morning, a r i f l e  
company was a s s a u l t e d  by a i r ,  h e l i c o p t e r  a s s a u l t ,  i n t o  
an a r e a  j u s t  t o  t h e  west of a v i l l a g e  i d e n t i f i e d  on t h e  
map as  My Lai ( 4 )  . It  took two l i f t s  t o  a s s a u l t  t h e s e  
f o r c e s .  Nine s l i c k s  were involved f l y i n g  i n  Vee 's of 
t h r e e  i n  t r a i l  f o r  two l i f t s  i n t o  t h e  same LZ i n  t h e  
a r e a  j u s t  t o  the west of  My Lai  ( 4 ) .  The l i f t  was sup ­
ported by an a r t i l l e r y  p repara t ion  and gunship suppression.  
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The s l i c k s  landed t o  t h e  n o r t h ,  t a k i n g  a s o u t h e r l y  r o u t e ,  
g e n e r a l l y  a long  Highway 1, t u r n i n g  t o  t h e  east  and thence  
t o  t h e  n o r t h ,  l and ing  t o  t h e  w e s t  s i d e  of a prominent t e r r a i n  
f e a t u r e ,  H i l l  85. A r e  you f a m i l i a r  w i th  t h e  t e r r a i n  i n  t h e  
o p e r a t i o n a l  area? 

A. Y e s ,  sir.  

Q g  
  Do you recall  a t  some t ime du r ing  your  t o u r ,  I ' m  
s u r e ,  s e e i n g  H i l l  85? This  area is  a f l a t l a n d  a r e a .  There 
a r e  on ly  two h i l l s  o f  any subs t ance ,  H i l l  85 i s  a f l a t - t o p ­
ped h i l l ,  r a t h e r  bu t che red  on t o p ,  t h e  remnants o f  an o l d  
ARVN o r  Korean o r  some t y p e  of  o u t p o s t  on t o p .  

A .  Y e s ,  s ir .  I remember t h a t .  

Q Do you remember H i l l  85? 

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q J u s t  t o  t h e  n o r t h  o f  H i l l  85 i s  a d i r t  road  
t h a t  r u n s  from t h e  b r i d g e  n o r t h  o f  Quang Ngai t o  t h e  n o r t h e a s t  
t o  an a r e a  c a l l e d  My L a i  (1)on t h e  map, sometimes r e f e r r e d  
t o  by t r o o p s  as P i n k v i l l e .  Can you r e c a l l  s e e i n g  t h i s  road  
a t  any t ime du r ing  your  t o u r ?  

A .  No, s ir .  I don 't r e a l l y  remember t h a t  road as 
such. 

Q. I t 's  rea l ly  'a  d i r t  t r a i l .  

A .  W e  d i d n ' t  u se  it f o r  any type  o f  n a v i g a t i o n s .  
L ike  you s a i d ,  i f  t h e r e  w a s  an a r t i l l e r y  p r e p a r a t i o n  and I 
w a s  going t o  gc i n t o  t h a t  a r e a ,  e s p e c i a l l y  i f  I wanted t o  
s e e  t h i s  area, I wouldn ' t  even b o t h e r  coming down t h e  road.  
I ' d  go o u t  t o  t h e  c o a s t  and I ' d  see t h e  a r e a  t h a t  way. I 
wouldn ' t  use  t h e  road.  I f  I d i d  come down s o u t h ,  I ' d  go a long  
t h e  r i v e r  and around. And even i n  my expe r i ence  as an 
a i r c r a f t  commander f l y i n g  i n  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  area, t h e  road 
j u s t  d o e s n ' t  s t r i k e  a b e l l .  

Q A l l  r i g h t .  The PZ f o r  t h a t  o p e r a t i o n  was LZ D o t t i e .  
The t i m e  o f  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  was 0730; touchdown; LZ co ld .  The 
a r t i l l e r y  p r e p  came o u t  o f  LZ Up t igh t  on ly .  The second l i f t  
was completed a t  0751 hours .  Between t h e  l i f t s  t h e r e  w a s  some 
a c t i v i t y  on t h e  ground i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  of My L a i  ( 4 )  between 
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t h e  Sharks gunships  and some VC o r  VC s u s p e c t s ,  and ano the r  i n -  
c i d e n t  t h a t  w a s  r a t h e r  unusual  was t h e  r e p o r t e d  l a r g e  numbers 
of c i v i l i a n s ,  Vietnamese n a t i o n a l s ,  d e p a r t i n g  t h e  hamlet  o r  
t he  v i l l a g e  of  what w e  c a l l  My L a i  ( 4 )  t o  t h e  sou thwes t  a long  
Highway 521. Some of them w e r e  going o f f  t o  t h e  n o r t h e a s t  and 
some t o  t h e  east i n  q u i t e  l a r g e  numbers. Do you r e c a l l  a t  any 
t i m e  du r ing  your  t o u r ,  I know you cannot  perhaps i s o l a t e  16 March, 
bu t  s e e i n g  an a i r  a s s a u l t  i n t o  t h i s  geographica l  a r e a  j u s t  
t o  t h e  n o r t h  of H i l l  85, and s e e i n g  any l a r g e  numbers o r  groups 
o f  c i v i l i a n s  d e p a r t i n g  t h e  a r e a ?  -

A. I d o n ' t  e v e r  remember s e e i n g  any l a r g e  groups o f  
people  coming o u t  of t h e r e .  You've g o t  t o  remember t h a t  t h e  
c o p i l o t ,  " p e t e r  p i l o t , "  s i t s  on t h e  r i g h t  s i d e  of  t h e  a i r -  
c r a f t ,  General  YOUNG would have been s i t t i n g  on t h e  A C ' s  s i d e  
because t h e  AC would have been f l y i n g  most of  t h e  t i m e .  So 
any t y p e  of obse rva t ion  would have been coming from t h e  l e f t  
s i d e  o f  t h e  a i r c r a f t .  

Q- Which s i d e  o f  t h e  a i r c r a f t  d i d  General  YOUNG s i t  
on? 

A. To my knowledge, h e  sa t  on t h e  l e f t  s i d e .  Now 
t h a t ' s  on ly  a guess t ima t ion  because L ieu tenan t  NEWELL was 
f l y i n g ,  o f  cou r se ,  i n  t h e  l e f t  s e a t .  Now w a i t  a minute.  I 
t h i n k  h e  d i d  s i t  on t h e  r i g h t  s i d e .  I remember t r y i n g  t o  f l y  
some s o r t  o f  a p a t t e r n  a l o t  of  t imes  because M r .  NEWELL--or 
L ieu tenan t  NEWELL r a t h e r ,  w a s  t r y i n g  t o  d i r e c t  m e .  Of cou r se  
him be ing  from t h e  l e f t  s i d e ,  he  c o u l d n ' t  s e e  very w e l l  on 
t h e  r i g h t  s i d e .  He'd g e t  k ind  o f  aggravated.  

Q. Lieu tenan t  NEWELL has  i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  General  YOUNG 
u s u a l l y  sa t  on t h e  r i g h t  s i d e  of t h e  s h i p .  A t  any r a t e ,  you 
d o n ' t  r e c a l l  s e e i n g  any o f  t h e  e v e n t s  t h a t  I ' v e  de­
s c r i b e d  t h u s  f a r ?  

A. No, s ir .  P o s s i b l y ,  maybe I remember a l i f t ,  b u t  i t  
could have been any number o f  l i f t s .  

Q. I n  t h i s  geographica l  a r e a ?  Now remember geogra- 
p h i c a l l y  i t ' s  j u s t  n o r t h  o f  t h e  Quang Ngai R ive r ,  sou th  of  t h e  
Diem D i e m  R ive r ,  and a c t u a l l y  w i t h i n  a couple  of k i l o m e t e r s ,  
2  o r  3 k i l o m e t e r s  of t h e  c o a s t ,  i n  a r e a  t h a t  even i n  t h a t  t ime  
was bad count ry .  L e t ' s  go on. S h o r t l y  a f t e r  what I ' v e  p re -  
v i o u s l y  d e s c r i b e d ,  as a matter o f  f a c t  a t  0811, t h e  a r t i l l e r y  
aga in  s t a r t e d  up from LZ Upt igh t  and f i r e d  a second prepara-  
t i o n  i n t o  an area j u s t  t o  t h e  southwest  of  My L a i  (1)o r  
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P i n k v i l l e .  A second LZ , and again t h e  s l i c k s ,  t h i s  time 
using LZ Uptight  a s  a PZ, flew down and made t h e i r  landing i n  
t h a t  LZ beginning on o r  about 0815 o r  0816 hours.  Two l i f t s  
i n t o  t h a t  second LZ were completed a t  0827 hours .  Within t h e  
time frame of 1 hour,  four  l i f t s  and two LZ 's , two LZ preps.  
No r e c o l l e c t i o n ?  

A. No, s i r ,  t h i s  whole t h i n g  i s  drawing a b i g  blank. 

Q Okay. There was one unusual i n c i d e n t  concerning 
t h e  second l i f t ,  and t h a t  was a t  t h e  second LZ. That was t h a t  
t h e  a r t i l l e r y  d i d n ' t  s h u t  o f f  i n  t ime, and t h e  s l i c k s  had t o  
make a go-around. They d id  i n  f a c t  make a go-around, climbing 
up t o  t h e  nor th  and t u r n i n g  o f f  t o  t h e  e a s t  over  t h e  ocean. 
They came back down around, and again made t h e i r  approach and 
a success fu l  landing. LZ was cold.  In  t h e  meantime, t o  t h e  
south of 521, and i n  t h e  proximity of H i l l  85, an aero-scout 
team from B Company, 123d Aviation B a t t a l i o n ,  c o n s i s t i n g  of a 
LOH, an H-23, and two Huey gunships,  B-models, were screening ,  
a  high gun and a low gun. And they. d i d  i n  f a c t ,  towards t h e  
end of t h e  l i f t  i n t o  t h e  second LZ,  g e t  involved i n  opera t ions  
around H i l l  85. Do you r e c a l l  hea r ing  o r  see ing  any of  t h e  
opera t ions  of t h e  aero-scouts  around H i l l  85? 

A. No, s i r ,  I ' m  a f r a i d  I d o n ' t .  I know we must have 
been a t  some s o r t  of an a l t i t u d e .  

Q- We a r e n ' t  s u r e  as t o  whether o r  no t  you were even 
over  t h e  a r e a .  General YOUNG d i d  n o t  t h i n k  he was and n e i t h e r  
d i d  Lieutenant  NEWELL. 

A. I c e r t a i n l y  d o n ' t  remember anything about it. And 
l i k e  I s t a r t e d  t o  say ,  we must have been a t  some s o r t  of  an 
a l t i t u d e .  That may be t h e  reason t h a t  they might not  have seen 
a whole l o t  t h a t  would have been going on. 

Q - During t h e  day t h e  u n i t  t h a t  went i n  t o  t h e  west 
of My Lai  i n  t h e  open a r e a  moved through t h e  v i l l a g e  t o  t h e  
n o r t h e a s t  from t h e i r  LZ t o  t h e  southern bend of t h e  Diem 
Diem River ,  where they s t ayed  o r  laagered  t h a t  evening. 
The i n f a n t r y  u n i t  t h a t  was a s s a u l t e d  i n t o  t h e  second LZ moved 
genera l ly  t o  t h e  north-northwest,  one p la toon even got  over  
onto t h e  peninsula ,  and they remained overnight  i n  a combined 
perimeter .  The t h i r d  r i f l e  company was s t i l l  nor th  o r  i n  t h e  
v i c i n i t y  of t h e  Diem Diem River.  The opera t ion  t h a t  day then 
proceeded from My Lai  t o  t h e  n o r t h e a s t ,  and from south of  My 
La i  (1) t o  t h e  north-northwest.  A t  any time on 1 6  March, do 
you r e c a l l  ove r f ly ing  o r  see ing  o r  being f a m i l i a r  with t h e  
opera t ions  as I ' m  desc r ib ing  them? 
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A .  No, sir. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  anything about t h e  opera- 
t i o n s .  

a .  You never saw anything on 1 6  March? 

A. No, sir. 

Q- Can you account i n  any way o r  through any recol -  
l e c t i o n s  based upon what I ' v e  t o l d  you about 15 March and now 
16 March a s  t o  where you might have been f o r  4 f l y i n g  hours 
and 1 2  landings? 

A. No, s i r ,  none whatsoever. 

Q* Okay. Can you r e c a l l  a t  any time t h i s  geographical  
a rea  and over f ly ing  i t ?  I ' m  not  t y i n g  t h i s  t o  t h e s e  days;, a t  
any time i n  t h e  e a r l y  p a r t  of your tour .  

A. I n  t h e  e a r l y  p a r t  of t h e  t o u r  I d o n ' t  remember 
ever  f lying--I  stopped at--maybe w e  might have landed a t  
Uptight once,  b u t  t h a t ' s  only a  maybe. I d o n ' t  know. 

Q. Overflying t h i s  geographical a rea?  

A. Yes. 

Q. You do no t  r e c a l l  eve r  over f ly ing  i t ?  

A. No, sir.  I guess I d id .  Like I s a i d  be fo re ,  i n  
t h i s  time I probably d i d n l . t  even know what I was over f ly ing  
i f  I looked on t h e  map. 

Q. W e l l ,  l e t ' s  s e e  how we can i s o l a t e  it. T h a t ' s  a 
p r e t t y  good-sized ocean t h e r e ,  and I know t h e  ocean was pre ­
v a l e n t  throughout t h e  AO. The Quang Ngai River i s  a  p r e t t y  
l a r g e  r i v e r .  Do you ever  r e c a l l  being around t h a t  r i v e r  
o r  recognizing t h a t  you were due e a s t  o u t  of Quang Ngai C i ty ,  
being over  t h e  ocean o r  c i r c l i n g  over  t h e  ocean o r  being over  
an a r e a  t h a t  was repor tedly  very ho t .  I say ho t  r e fe rence  
repor ted  enemy, o r  see ing  anything on t h e  ground t h a t  might 
st,nd o u t  i n  your mind. Do you ever  r e c a l l  ove r f ly ing  
t h e  a r e a  and see ing  smoke o r  f i r e s  i n  t h a t  geographical  
area? 
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A. No, sir ,  n o t  a t  t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  t i m e .  

Q. Lieu tenan t  NEWELL i n d i c a t e d  i n  h i s  t es t imony t h a t  
h e  recalls an occas ion  when t h e r e  w a s  an a p p r e c i a b l e  p e r i o d  
of  t ime i n  r igh t -hand  o r b i t s  over  t h i s  g e n e r a l  area, and 
s e e i n g  on t h e  ground o r  r ecogn iz ing  o r  hav ing  impr in t ed  i n  h i s  
mind t h a t  t h e  a r e a  was burned up, a c o n s i d e r a b l e  amount o f .  
smoke. The s p e c i f i c  area t h a t  h e ' s  r e f e r r i n g  t o  i s  t h i s  area, 
t h e  Quang Ngai River  down t o  t h e  sou th .  We're r e f e r r i n g  
t o  a e r i a l  photograph E x h i b i t  P-185. He estimates t h e  t i m e  
somewhere i n  exces s  o f  30 minutes ,  and recalls t h a t  t h e  
o r b i t s  were e longa ted ,  nor th-south  o r b i t s .  

A. I can on ly  s ay  maybe, sir.  I j u s t  d o n ' t  remember. 

Q You have no r e c o l l e c t i o n .  The re ' s  no th ing  even 
f a m i l i a r  t h e r e ?  

A. W e l l  t h e  a r e a  i s  f a m i l i a r ,  s i r .  I f lew over  it many 
t imes  l a t e r .  But I keep t r y i n g  t o  p i c t u r e  myself w i th  Lieu ­
t e n a n t  NEWELL and General  YOUNG i n  t h a t  area, and I can ' t . 

Q A l l  r i g h t .  On t h e  1 7 t h  o f  March you f lew 4.6 hours  
w i t h  1 6  l a n d i n g s .  Do you r e c a l l  any o f  your  a c t i v i t i e s  on 1 7  
March? 

A. No, s i r ,  

Q The o p e r a t i o n  i n  t h i s  a r e a  c o n s i s t e d  o f  t h e  two 
r i f l e  companies t h a t  had remained o v e r n i g h t  n e a r  t h e  sou th  
bend of t h e  r i v e r .  One of t h e s e  r i f l e  companies went a c r o s s  
t h e  b r i d g e  on to  t h e  s p i t  o f  l and  and went sou th  down t o  t h e  
Quang Ngai River .  The o t h e r  r i f l e  company went due s o u t h  
from t h e i r  n i g h t  l a a g e r  p o s i t i o n ,  bo th  u n i t s  going t o  t h e  
sou th  t o  t h e  banks of  t h e  r i v e r ,  t u r n i n g  around,  w i th  one 
r i f l e  company spending t h e  n i g h t  o f  17  March somewhere i n  t h i s  
v i c i n i t y ,  t h e  a r e a  of  My Khe ( 3 ) .  The o t h e r  one s p e n t  t h e  
n i g h t  somewhere on t h e  p e n i n s u l a ,  g e n e r a l l y  a l i t t l e  t o  t h e  
east o f  P i n k v i l l e ,  My L a i  (1). 

A. I t h i n k  I do remember t h o s e  o r b i t s  o u t  t h e r e .  I t  
d o e s n ' t  seem l i k e  w e  were a b l e  t o  s e e  l a n d  a s  much as you 
i n d i c a t e d .  I t  seems l i k e  w e  w e r e  o u t  over  t h e  ocean.  

Q. What do you r e c a l l  about t h o s e  o r b i t s ?  
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A. J u s t  t h a t  I do remember t h e  smoke now. There was 
a l a r g e  amount. 

Q. Did you s e e  t h e  flames? 

A. No, sir. I d o n ' t  remember any. 
 

Q- Do you remember a l a r g e  amount of  smoke? 
 

A. W e l l ,  f a i r l y  l a r g e ,  sir. I t  d i d n ' t  look l i k e  t h e  
e n t i r e  p lace  was burning, b u t  t h e r e  was a good-­

Q- ( In te rpos ing)  Was it t h e  v i l l a g e s  t h a t  were 
on f i r e ,  o r  was it smoking? 

A. I d o n ' t  r e a l l y  r e c a l l  e x a c t l y  what was even burn- 
ing.  I do remember t h e  smoke t h e r e .  Like I s a i d ,  it seems 
t o  me l i k e  w e  were o u t  over  t h e  ocean. 

Q- Making your o r b i t s  over  t h e  ocean i n s t e a d  of over  
land? 

A Yes, it seems t h a t  way. I t  d o n ' t  seem very l o g i c a l  
now, e s p e c i a l l y  i n  a right-hand o r b i t ,  but- ­

Q. ( In te rpos ing)  Well it could have been from 
your p o s i t i o n ,  your h o r i z o n t a l  view as  you were f l y i n g  
northbound on t h e  o r b i t s ,  i t  could have been q u i t e  conceiv- 
ab le  t h a t  you d i d n ' t  s e e  much l and  below you with t h e  general  
l ean ing  ou t .  That could happen. 

A .  H e  might have even switched s i d e s .  I f  he was 
s i t t i n g  i n  t h e  middle, he could g e t  a good view on both s i d e s .  

Q. Do you r e c a l l  who might have been with you on t h i s  
day t h a t  you r e c a l l  some o r b i t s ,  s ee ing  some smoke? 

A. Passengers s i r ?  

Q. Yes. 

A .  No. I c a n ' t  even r e a l l y  say f o r  s u r e  t h a t  General 
YOUNG was onboard. 

Q. Can you f i x  t h e  time? Ear ly  p a r t  of your t o u r ,  
middle p a r t ,  o r  l a t t e r  p a r t ?  

(DEWINE) 19 APP T-386 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 
 

A. You mean t h e  t o u r  i n  Vietnam, s i r ?  

Q. Yes. 

A. Well, t h i s  was e a r l y .  I would say it was t h e  e a r l y  
p a r t  of t h e  tour .  

Q. Do you remember see ing  any f r i e n d l y  t roops  on t h e  
ground? 

A.  NO, sir. 

Q Do you remember t h e  approximate h e i g h t  of your
o r b i t s ?  

A. I t  was e a s i l y  2,000 f e e t  o r  b e t t e r ,  probably c l o s e r  
t o  2,500. 

Q Do you e v e r  r e c a l l  any i n s t a n c e  o r  anytime, landing 
General YOUNG i r  t h i s  geographical  a rea?  

A. NO, sir. 

Q Do you ever  r e c a l l  going a t  low-level? I ' m  t a l k i n g  
now of t r e e t o p  l e v e l  o r  below 1 0 0  f e e t ,  t a k i n g  him down f o r  
a c l o s e  look? 

A.  No, sir. 

Q - He was no t  t h e  type  of genera l  t h a t  wanted to ,  g e t  
down and look low? 

A. I d o n ' t  know whether he  was t h a t  type  of a person 
o r  not .  I d o n ' t  eve r  remember going low-level with him though. 

Q You would remember t h a t  over  a h o s t i l e  a rea ,  I 
would assume? 

A .  Yes, s i r ,  I probably would. 

Q. Can you r e c a l l  o r  a s s o c i a t e  i n  any way t h i s  o r b i t  
you do r e c a l l  o r  t h e  smoke t h a t  you seem t o  have a r e c o l l e c t i o n  
of  with r e fe rence  t o  a time of day? 
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A. P o s s i b l y  i n  t h e  morning. I would say  it w a s  i n  
t h e  morning, b u t  I ' m  n o t  r e a l l y  s u r e .  And it seems l i k e  I 
w a s  always s e e i n g  t h e  smoke from a d i s t a n c e ,  l i k e  o u t  over  t h e  
ocean. T h a t ' s  why I remember s e e i n g  more wate r  t han  anyth ing .  
Closer  t o  t h e  Quang Ngai R ive r ,  w a s  i t ?  

Q. Right .  

A. I t  would seem t h a t  I w a s  seeing--I  w a s  looking  more 
nor thwest .  

Q On t h e  morning o f  17  March, General  YOUNG d i d  n o t  
go o u t  f l y i n g  e a r l y ,  appa ren t ly .  W e  have reason t o  b e l i e v e  
t h a t  he  had a meeting t h a t  l a s t e d  longe r  t han  t h e  u sua l  
meeting. And it w a s  probably i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  of  maybe 10 o '  
c lock  i n  t h e  morning b e f o r e  he  even w a s  a v a i l a b l e  t o  go 
f l y i n g .  H e  i n d i c a t e s  a l s o  t h a t  a t  about  noontime he  was i n  
f a c t  back a t  Chu L a i ,  because he  t a l k e d  t o  General  KOSTER. 
W e  a l s o  have i n d i c a t i o n s  and suppor ted  documentation t h a t  
a t  1430 hours  f.n t h e  a f t e r n o o n ,  General  YOUNG landed a t  LZ 
D o t t i e .  H e  w a s  t h e r e  f o r  somewhere i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  o f  1 5  
minutes ,  d e p a r t i n g  aga in  a t  1445. Again, you f lew 4.6 hours 
on t h i s  day. Do you have any r e c o l l e c t i o n  o f  t h e  e v e n t s  t h a t  
I 've  desc r ibed?  

A. W e l l ,  s ir ,  h e  landed a t  D o t t i e  a l o t .  

Q. On t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  day it could  w e l l  have been t h a t  
h e  s a w  Colonel  HENDERSON and/or Colonel  BARKER. 

A. Was h e  w i t h  t h e  1 1 t h  Brigade? 

Q =  Colonel  BARKER was t h e  commander of Task Force  
Barker.  A t  t h e  t ime when you came i n t o  country  he was t h e  
b a t t a l i o n  commander o f  t h i s  t a s k  fo rce .  H e  l a t e r  was k i l l e d .  
I n  June h e  w a s  k i l l e d  i n  an a i r c r a f t  a cc iden t .  

A. T h a t ' s  r i g h t .  

Q. Did you know Colonel  HENDERSON? 

A. No, sir ,  t h a t  d o e s n ' t  r i n g  a b e l l .  

Q A l l  r i g h t .  You d o n ' t  seem t o  r e c o l l e c t  any l and ing  
a t  D o t t i e  about  1430 i n  t h e  a f t e rnoon?  

A. L ike  I s a i d ,  s i r ,  w e  landed a l o t  a t  D o t t i e ,  and 
i t  w a s  any t i m e  o f  t h e  day. 
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Q. Okay. The hours  flown on 16 and 1 7  March would 
 
i n d i c a t e ,  a s  you have p r e v i o u s l y  t e s t i f i e d ,  t h a t  t h e r e  w a s  
  
some o v e r f l y i n g  somewhere as opposed t o  t h e  s h o r t - d i s t a n c e  
  
l and ings  and v i s i t s  t h a t  t h e  1 5 t h  o f  March might  i n d i c a t e .  
  
Nothing s t a n d s  o u t  i n  your  mind about  17 March? 
 

A. No, sir. 

Q I ' d  l i k e  t o  add b e f o r e  w e  g e t  t o  t h e  1 8 t h  t h a t  t h e  
1 7 t h  w a s  a Sunday. The 1 8 t h  of  March one o f  t h e s e  u n i t s ,  one 

o f  t h e s e  companies, was e x t r a c t e d  from t h e  f i e l d  beg inn ing  

about  1430 hours  u s i n g  about  two, t h r e e ,  o r  f o u r  s h i p s ,  

e x t r a c t e d  back t o  LZ D o t t i e .  The l i f t ,  t h r e e  o r  f o u r  s h i p s ,  

w a s  completed by 1630 hours .  The o t h e r  u n i t  went n o r t h ,  con­

t i n u e d  n o r t h  a long  t h e  pen insu la  toward t h e  Batangan. 

You f lew 3 .1  hours  wi th  1 4  l and ings  on t h e  1 8 t h .  Can you 

r e c a l l  obse rv ing  any o f  t h e  e x t r a c t i o n s  from t h i s  g e n e r a l  

geograph ica l  area o r  obse rv ing  t h e  u n i t  moving f u r t h e r  t o  t h e  

no r th -no r theas t  towards t h e  a r e a  i n d i c a t e d  h e r e  on E x h i b i t  

MAP-5 a s  An Khe? 


A. No, s ir .  - I don 't remember anyth ing  l i k e  t h i s .  

Q. The r eco rd  i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  on t h e  1 8 t h  o f  March, 
 
which w a s  Monday, General  YOUNG a r r i v e d  a t  LZ D o t t i e  a t  
  
0910 hours  i n  t h e  morning and was g r e e t e d  t h e r e  by Colonel  
  
HENDERSON, who had j u s t  a r r i v e d  p r i o r  t o  t h i s .  Th i s  would 
 
l e a d  me t o  b e l i e v e  t h a t  t h e r e  was more t h a n  one C&C a i r ­
c r a f t  t r y i n g  t o  g e t  on t h e  pad a t  LZ D o t t i e .  There  
probably w a s  a t h i r d  C&C a i r c r a f t  t h e r e  because Colonel  
BARKER w a s  a l s o  p r e s e n t .  The o t h e r  two C&C a i r c r a f t  were from 
t h e  174 th ,  Dolphins.  T h i s  occur red  about  0910 hours  i n  t h e  
morning. Do you recal l  t h a t  f o r  any reason?  

A. No, s ir .  I d o n ' t  s e e  why anyth ing  l i k e  t h a t  would 
e v e r  s t i c k  o u t .  I t  sounds t o  me l i k e  a l o t  o f  t h i s  is  j u s t  
r e a l l y  a r o u t i n e  pickup and l and ing .  

Q W e l l ,  I ' d  l i k e  t o  a s s u r e  you, M r .  DEWINE,  t h a t  
' t h e s e  days w e r e  n o t  r o u t i n e .  

A .  Well I unders tand  t h a t ,  s i r ,  b u t  I mean a s  f a r  as 
l and ing  and something making it s t i c k  o u t ,  I mean maybe an 
emergency o r  something l i k e  t h a t .  
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Q* From t h e  t e c h n i c a l  a s p e c t ,  it would s e e m  t o  me t h a t  
a new a v i a t o r  f l y i n g  a g e n e r a l  o r  a t  least  be ing  a c o p i l o t  
and charged w i t h  be ing  obse rvan t  a s  f a r  a s  o t h e r  a i r c r a f t  w e r e  
concerned,  t h a t  i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  o f  LZ D o t t i e  on t h i s  morning 
t h e r e  w a s  more t han  one C&C a i r c r a f t  and more than  one d i s -  
t i n g u i s h e d  a i r c r a f t ,  and it might have caused some cons t e r ­
n a t i o n ,  some r e c o l l e c t i o n ,  w i t h  r e f e r e n c e  t o  pa rk ing ,  shu t ­
t i n g  down, and, o f  cou r se ,  c r ank ing  up a g a i n  a t  a l a t e r  t ime.  

A. I can remember a l o t  of  t i m e s  going i n t o  D o t t i e .  
~t seems l i k e  t h e r e  was always a l o t  o f  a i r c r a f t  going i n  
and o u t  o f  D o t t i e .  

Q. Landing on t h o s e  h e l i p a d s  and s h u t t i n g  down on t h o s e  
h e l i p a d s ?  

A. Oh, t h e r e  w a s  one s m a l l  pad on t h e  wes te rn  s i d e  of 
t h i s  l i t t l e  h i l l  t h e r e  t o  t h e  sou th  o f  a l l  t h e  emplacements. 
And t hen  t h e r e  w a s - - i t  looked l i k e  t hey  graded o f f  t h e  t o p  of  
one h i l l  w h e r e ' t h e  POL sa t  over  t o  t h e  sou th  of  t h e s e  two 
l and ing  p l a c e s ,  and I t h i n k  they  used t o  g e t  about  maybe two 
p o s s i b l y  t h r e e  on t o p  and one on t h a t  bottom pad. And I 
remember it used t o  g e t  t i g h t  when a l o t  o f  a i r c r a f t  were 
buzzing around i n  t h e r e .  But a g a i n ,  t o  t r y  t o  p i c k  o u t  one 
p a r t i c u l a r  day o u t  o f  s o  many i s  p r e t t y  d i f f i c u l t .  

Q g  
  
 A r e  you familiar  w i t h  where t h e  123d1s  o p e r a t i o n  
van was? 

A. T h e i r  what? 

Q. .The 123d Avia t ion  B a t t a l i o n ,  where t h e i r  opera- 
t i o n s  van w a s  a t  ~ o t t i e ,  where t hey  landed ,  t h e  aero-scouts?  

A. W e l l ,  most o f  t h e  t i m e ,  s ir ,  they  on ly  landed f o r  
POL. 

Q. No, t h a t ' s  n o t  c o r r e c t ,  M r .  DEWINE. They had an 
o p e r a t i o n s  van set  up t h e r e  and w e r e  o p e r a t i n g  o u t  of LZ D o t t i e  
on a normal,  r o u t i n e  b a s i s .  

A .  Oh. I d o n ' t  know whether  it was an o l d  POL. I 
t h i n k  they 've  changed it a g a i n ,  b u t  it was down on t h e  west-- 

Q. Cor rec t .  
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A .  I t  was a b i g ,  b lacktop  s t r i p  t h e r e .  You're t a l k i n g  
about t h a t ,  and i t ' s  right--we had-­

Q . ( In te rpos ing)  That was i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  two 
he l ipads ,  a s  you r e c a l l .  One of t h e s e  he l ipads  was on t h e  
t o p  of a l i t t l e  h i l l .  I t  was next  t o  t h e  TOC a r e a ,  o r  t h e  
headquarters  of LZ Dot t ie .  

A.  Right.  

Q. And was i n  f a c t  c a l l e d ,  I b e l i e v e ,  t h e  V I P  pad. 

A. Right,  sir.  

Q There was another  one? 

Right,  s ir .  

Q Now t h e  V I P  pad d i d  n o t  have room f o r  too  many 
h e l i c o p t e r s .  

A. The o t h e r  one down t h e r e  i s  obviously where they  
made t h e i r  pickups too .  I t  was t h e  only one b i g  enough t o  ge t  
enough a i r c r a f t  i n t o .  I ' d  say maybe t h r e e  o r  four  sh ips .  

Q. Lieutenant  W H I T E ,  t h e  a i d e ,  and perhaps t h e  en­
l i s t e d  a i d e  f o r  General YOUNG were t h e  only passengers on t h e  
a i r c r a f t  on 18 March when they landed down t h e r e  a t  0910 .  
L ieutenant  WHITE s tayed with t h e  a i r c r a f t  a f t e r  you had 
s h u t  down. 

A .  Yes, s i r .  He sometimes d i d . t h a t .  

Q - Well now, a l l  of t h e  sometimes a n d  a l l  of t h e  o t h e r  
th ings  t h a t  I ' v e  been t e l l i n g  you a r e  only t r y i n g  t o  i s o l a t e  
an i n s t a n c e  t h a t  maybe you can r e c o l l e c t .  And when we p u t  
them a l l  t o g e t h e r ,  i t ' s  no t  normal t h a t  t h e s e  th ings  always 
occurred. They occur on few occasions.  Do you remember 
Lieutenant  WHITE t a l k i n g  o r  saying  anything concerning why you 
were t h e r e ,  he was t h e r e ,  and Colonel HENDERSON and perhaps 
e v c ~some o t h e r s  were t h e r e ?  

A.  No, sir. 
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Q. Do you r e c a l l  him saying  anything, o r  do you r e ­ 

c a l l  a t  any one of  t h e  t imes you brought General YOUNG t o  LZ 
 
Do t t i e  i n  t h e  morning knowing t h a t  Colonel HOLLADAY, your 
 
b a t t a l i o n  commander, Major WATKE, your B Company zornmander, 
 
Colonel HENDERSON, t h e  br igade  commander, and Colonel BARKER, 
 
t h e  Task Force Barker commander, were a l l  t h e r e  wi th  General 
 
YOUNG. 
 

A. No, sir.  I d o n ' t  remember t h a t  e i t h e r .  

Q You do no t  e v e r  r e c a l l  s ee ing  Colonel HOLLADAY 
the re?  Did you know Colonel HOLLADAY? 

A. Y e s ,  s ir ,  my b a t t a l i o n  commander, and f l i g h t  school 
too.  He was a l s o  b a t t a l i o n  commander over t h e r e .  But now, 
sir,  I d o n ' t  remember see ing  Colonel HOLLADAY a t  LZ Dott ie .  

Q. Do you ever  r e c a l l  hear ing  t h a t  he was t h e r e  when 
you were t h e r e ?  

A. No, sir. 

Q. And t h a t  he .  i n  f a c t  was going t o  t a l k  with o r  meet 
with General YOUNG? 

A. No, sir. 

Q. We have reason t o  b e l i e v e  t h a t  a f t e r  you d e l i v e r e d ,  
o r  a f t e r  General YOUNG was de l ive red  t o  LZ Dot t i e  a t  about 
0910 hours ,  t h e  conversat ion t h a t  e x i s t e d  between t h e  crew 
and Lieutenant  WHITE concerned t h e  meeting and t h e  individu ­
a l s  I have named t h a t  was going on t h a t  morning. I t  was a 
meeting, and t h e r e  was some t a l k  about it. 

A I d o n ' t  remember anything l i k e  t h a t ,  s ir .  

Q. There was some t r o u b l e .  The impl ica t ion  was t h a t  
someone's head was going t o  r o l l  and t h e r e  was going t o  be 
some r e a l  tough a c t i o n ,  maybe even r e l i e f  of command. 

A .  This  i s  what Lieutenant  WHITE ind ica ted?  

Q I d i d n ' t  say t h a t .  I s a i d  we-have t h e  i n d i c a t i o n s  
t h a t  t h i s  conversat ion was going on. 

A.  No, sir.  I d o n ' t  remember hear ing  anything l i k e  
t h a t .  
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Q Do you r e c a l l  h e a r i n g  any conve r sa t ions  a t  any t ime 
du r ing  t h e  e a r l y  p a r t  o f  your  t o u r  i n  Vietnam concern ing  
problems o r  d i f f i c u l t i e s  o r  i n c i d e n t s  i n v o l v i n g  a i r c r a f t ,  
ground t r o o p s ,  t h e  k i l l i n g  o f  noncombatants o r  c i v i l i a n  
men, women, and c h i l d r e n ,  o r  any problems i n  t h i s  r ega rd?  

A. No, s ir ,  j u s t  no th ing  s t i c k s  o u t .  

Q. Did you e v e r  h e a r  anyth ing  i n  t h e  way o f  rumors o r  
hearsay  o r  were you t o l d  any th ing  by anyone concerning what 
might have t r a n s p i r e d  i n  t h i s  o p e r a t i o n a l  area concerning Task 
Force Barker  t r o o p s  and/or members o f  t h e  123d Av ia t ion  
B a t t a l i o n ?  

A. No, sir.  Even when t h i s  came o u t  i n  t h e  pape r s ,  
i n  f a c t  u n t i l  Major A P I C I  happened t o  mention L i e u t e n a n t  
NEWELL's name, I had f o r g o t t e n  t h a t  I had even flown w i t h  
him d u r i n g  t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  t i m e ,  t h a t  very e a r l y  p a r t  o f  
my t o u r .  And when I s t a r t e d  r ead ing  about  t h i s  i n  t h e  pape r s ,  
I t r i e d  t o  remember whether  I was e v e r  t h e r e  o r  remembered 
any th ing  about  it. I d i d n ' t  t h e n ,  and I d o n ' t  now. 

Q Did you e v e r  h e a r  any r e p o r t s  d u r i n g  t h e  e a r l y  
p a r t  o f  your  t o u r  concern ing  any u n i t  k i l l i n g  a l a r g e  num­
b e r  of noncombatants, men, women, and c h i l d r e n ?  

A. There w a s  something.  I remember somebody s a y i n g  
something about  some gunships  s h o o t i n g  a bunch o f  peop le ,  
b u t  t hey  d i d n ' t  know who they  w e r e  o r  something,  you know, 
whether t h e y  w e r e  i nnocen t  people  o r  e x a c t l y  what t hey  w e r e .  
A s  f a r  as t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  opera t ion- ­

Q. ( In t e rpos ing )No ,  I ' m  n o t  t a l k i n g  about  a 
p a r t i c u l a r  o p e r a t i o n ,  I ' m  a sk ing  about  i n  g e n e r a l .  

A. Well, g e n e r a l ,  l i k e  I s a i d ,  I h e a r d  some-­

Q . ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  I t  would have been w i t h i n  t h e  
f i r s t  3 o r  4 months o f  your  t o u r .  

A. Well I d o n ' t  even remember whether  o r  n o t  I hea rd  
t h i s  d u r i n g  t h e  f i r s t  3 o r  4 months o f  my t o u r  even.  I t  might 
have been later. 
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Q. Do you e v e r  r e c a l l  h e a r i n g  anyth ing  about  an i n ­ 

v e s t i g a t i o n  be ing  conducted concerning t h e  o p e r a t i o n s  t h a t  
  
occur red  i n  t h i s  geographica l  a r e a ?  
  

A. N o ,  s i r ,  n o t  u n t i l  it came o u t  i n  t h e  news. 

Q. Do you e v e r  recall h e a r i n g  any s t o r i e s  concerning 
t h e  H-23 i n  B Company, one of t h e  s c o u t s ,  l a n d i n g  i n  t h i s  
area o r  l and ing  anywhere, and evacua t ing  a young c h i l d ,  
wounded, t o  t h e  h o s p i t a l  a t  Quang Ngai? 

A. I t h i n k  t h a t  was i n  t h e  news. I t h i n k  t h a t ' s  t h e  
on ly  way I remember h e a r i n g  about  it. 

Q Do you eve r  recall  h e a r i n g  anyth ing  about  any o f  
t h e  gunsh ips ,  t h e  D-model Hueys i n  B Company, 123d Avia t ion  
B a t t a l i o n , . l a n d i n g  on t h e  ground and evacua t ing  Vietnamese 
n a t i o n a l s ?  

A. No, sir. I t h i n k  I hea rd  t h a t  i n  t h e  news, t o o .  
While I was i n  Vietnam, no. 

Q. You never  hea rd  anyth ing  l i k e  t h i s  when you were 
i n  Vietnam? 

A .  NO, s ir .  

Q. Did you e v e r  ove rhea r  General  YOUNG t a l k i n g  about  
any i n v e s t i g a t i o n  a t  any t i m e  t h a t  you f lew him? 

A. N O ,  s ir .  

Q. Did you e v e r  h e a r  General  YOUNG i s s u e  any o r d e r s  
o v e r  t h e  a i r ,  o v e r  t h e  r a d i o s ,  concern ing  s t o p p i n g  t h e  k i l l i n g ,  
o r  s t o p p i n g  t h e  burn ing ,  o r  any o r d e r s  t h a t  w e r e  unusual? 

A. No, s i r .  I wouldn ' t  have hea rd  any o f  t h a t  because 
h e  had h i s  own r a d i o s  back t h e r e .  He u s u a l l y  was t r y i n g  t o  
l i s t e n  t o  a r t i l l e r y  frequency and he  could  have been swi t ch ing  
back and f o r t h  t o  any f requency.  

Q How about  t h e  in tercom? 

A .  No, s ir .  

Q. You d i d  moni tor  t h e  in te rcom f o r  him? 
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A.  Y e s ,  s i r .  The in te rcom would have been j u s t  .what -­
h e  w a s  s ay ing  back i n  t h e  back t o  whoever was back t h e r e  unless  
h e  p u t  h imse l f  on p r i v a t e .  

Q. You never  hea rd  him say  anyth ing  o v e r  in te rcom 
about  it. 

A .  I d o n ' t  r e c o l l e c t  any th ing  l i k e  t h a t ,  no,  sir.  

Q o  
  Did you know L i e u t e n a n t  Colonel  DIONNE? 

A.  The name r i n g s  a b e l l ,  sir.a 

Q - How about  Chaplain  LEWIS? 

A. Chaplain LEWIS? 

Q - Lieu tenan t  c o l o n e l ,  chap la in .  

A .  I d o n ' t  remember t h e  name. 

Q. A r a t h e r  t a l l  man, heavy-set .  

A. I can remember someone t a l l .  

Q Do you e v e r  r e c a l l  c a r r y i n g  a couple  of  l i e u t e n a n t  
c o l o n e l s  i n  t h e  a i r c r a f t ,  one be ing  L ieu tenan t  Colonel  DIONNE 
and one b e i n g  Chaplain  LEWIS? 

A.  No, s ir .  I c a n ' t  s ay  t h a t  I remember c a r r y i n g  
Chaplain  LEWIS and t h i s  l i e u t e n a n t  co lone l .  

Q Do you e v e r  r e c a l l  a l a n d i n g  a t  LZ D o t t i e  when an 
MP j eep  came o u t  t o  p i ck  up t h e  g e n e r a l ,  o r  hanging around o u t  
t h e r e  by t h e  a i rc ra f t  wh i l e  t h e  g e n e r a l  t a l k e d  t o  someone? 

A. I know t h e r e  w a s  a lot--sometimes a j eep  would come 
o u t  t o  p i c k  him up, and sometimes h e ' d  walk down. There w a s  
a l v s y s  someone t o  meet him, o f  course .  But s t a t i n g  a c t u a l l y  
an MP jeep--even i f  it w a s  an MP j e ep  it probably wouldn ' t  
s t i c k  o u t  i n  my mind anyway. I t  would have been a v e h i c l e  
f o r  him t o  r i d e  i n .  

Q Well an MP j eep  i s  a l i t t l e  b i t  d i f f e r e n t  t han  a 
r e g u l a r  j eep ,  a command jeep.  
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A. T h a t ' s  t r u e ,  s i r ,  but--


Q* ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  E s p e c i a l l y  i f  an MP's d r i v i n g  it. 
 


A. Right ,  s ir ,  b u t  it s t i l l  wouldn ' t  seem l i k e  it would 
be r e a l l y  o u t  o f  t h e  o rd ina ry .  

9- I ' d  l i k e  t o  show you a  photograph, E x h i b i t  P-198. 
DO you recognize  anyone o r  t h e  l o c a l i t y  i n  t h a t  p i c t u r e ?  

A. General  YOUNG. T h a t ' s  L ieu tenan t  WHITE. I t  looks 
l i k e  w e ' r e  s i t t i n g  on a  pad t h e r e  a t  D o t t i e .  I c a n ' t  be  s u r e .  

Q. Now l e t ' s  s tudy  t h a t .  You i n d i c a t e d  t h a t ' s  General 
YOUNG and who? 

A. I t h i n k  t h i s  i s  L ieu tenan t  WHITE over  he re .  I ' m  
n o t  s u r e .  I d o n ' t  know who t h i s  is.  

What's h e  got  on h i s  l e f t  arm? 

A. I see; I see. With t h a t  p a t c h ,  h e ' s  obviously an 
MP. 
Q. Then i t ' s  n o t  L ieu tenan t  WHITE? 

A. No. I thought  it was. 

Q. What pad was t h a t  a t  D o t t i e ?  You've i n d i c a t e d  now 
t h e r e ' s  a r e f u e l i n g  pad and t h e r e ' s  one on t o p  o f  t h e  h i l l  
nex t  t o  t h e  TOC, and then t h e r e ' s  one down t h e  l i n e ,  and then  
t h e r e ' s  t h e  B Company, 123d pad. 

A .  Right.  

Q. Hardtop,  o r  peneprime a r e a ?  

A. I ' m  looking f o r  t h e  POL. 

Q. Can ' t  i d e n t i f y  i t ?  Okay, t u r n  it over .  Photograph 
P-199. Who's i n  t h a t  p i c t u r e ?  

A. T h a t ' s  General YOUNG aga in .  And I d o n ' t  know who 
t h i s  is.  

Q- You d o n ' t  know who t h e  o t h e r  o f f i c e r  i s ?  

A. No, sir. 

Q. You d o n ' t  r e c a l l  s e e i n g  him, e v e r  s e e i n g  him? 
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A. I t ' s  obviously t h i s  man h e r e ,  b u t  I don ' t  know. 

Q. Where i s  t h a t  a t ?  

A. It  appears t o  be t h a t  t o p  pad, b u t  it d o e s n ' t  look 
r i g h t .  I t  looks l i k e  i t ' s  been graded o f f .  I t  looks d i f f e r e n t  
f o r  some reason o r  o t h e r ,  a s  I remember it. 

Q. This  i s  t h e  way it would have appeared i n  t h e  e a r l y  
p a r t  of your t o u r ,  

A .  Right. Well-- ' 
Q ( In te rpos ing)  Does it look l i k e  t h e  pad t h a t  
was c l o s e  t o  t h e  TOC, c l o s e  t o  t h e  headquarters?  -The V I P  pad? 

A. Well t h e  pad t h a t  t h e  TOC was on ,  you had t o  go down 
t h i s  road. T h a t ' s  why a jeep always came a f t e r  him, b u t  it 
wasn ' t  r e a l  c l o s e  t o  t h e  TOC. 

Q - Well t h e r e ' s  a jeep t h e r e ,  i s n ' t  t h e r e ?  

A. Yes, sir.  

Q Okay. I ' d  l i k e  t o  show you photograph P-200. Do 
you recognize any of t h e  i n d i v i d u a l s  t h e r e ?  

A. J u s t  General YOUNG. J u s t  General YOUNG, s i r ,  t h a t ' s  
about it. 

Q You d o n ' t  r e c a l l  s ee ing  those  two i n d i v i d u a l s  on 
t h e  l e f t  a t  any time? On your l e f t .  DO you recognize t h e  pad 
t h e r e ?  

A. Well, i t ' s  t h e  same pad. I t ' s  up on t o p  of t h e  
h i l l  t h e r e .  Tha t ' s  obviously t h a t  t o p  pad a t  Dot t i e .  

Q Okay. That scene d o e s n ' t  r i n g  a b e l l  with you, 
see ing  four  i n d i v i d u a l s ,  and two maps spread  o u t  on t o p  o f  
a jeep l i k e  t h a t ?  

A .  Of course,  s i r ,  i f  you look,  I ' l l  be s i t t i n g  i n  
t h e  r i g h t  s e a t  t h e r e .  I f  I was even looking t h i s  way, I ' d  be 
see ing  t h e  back end. That l i e u t e n a n t  co lonel  t h e r e  i n  t h e  
f r o n t  would have probably been i n  t h e  way. And t h e  b lades  
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are s t i l l  t u r n i n g .  Being b l u r r e d  l i k e  t h a t ,  I imagine we 
h a d n ' t  s h u t  down y e t .  And t h a t  was my du ty ,  t o  s h u t  it down. 
A t  t h e  t i m e  I wouldn ' t  have been paying any a t t e n t i o n  
whatsoever t o  t h o s e  people  down t h e r e .  I would have been 
watching t h e  a i r c r a f t ,  and of cou r se  be ing  h o t  l i k e  t h a t  
I w a s  w a i t i n g  f o r  t h e  ETT t o  go down s o  I could s h u t  it down. 

Q. How long  d i d  you f l y  General  YOUNG? 

A. For  a cont inuous p e r i o d ,  w i t h  say  a  b r e a k ,  1, 
2 ,  o r  3  days ,  s t a r t i n g  4 4  March, of  c o u r s e - - l e t ' s  s t a r t  a g a i n  
s ay ing  7 March on a cont inuous b a s i s ,  except  of cou r se  a few 
days f l y i n g  w i t h  somebody e l s e  o r  maybe a day o f f ,  a l l  t h e  
rest o f  t h e  way through March down through 30 March. 
On t h e  3 1 s t  I d i d n t '  f l y  him. On t h e  1st o f  A p r i l  I d i d n ' t .  
Okay, going on t o  t h e  2d o f  A p r i l ,  it appears  it goes s t r a i g h t  
down t o  t h e  20th  o f  Apr i l .  

Q. Okay. During March and A p r i l  yo; w e r e  w i th  
him most o f  t h e  t i m e  then? 

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q. On how many occas ions  d i d  General  YOUNG s t a y  o u t  
p a s t  t h e  normal d i v i s i o n  b r i e f i n g ?  

A. I d o n ' t  remember e v e r  coming i n  t h e r e  l a t e  a t  n i g h t .  

Q. Did h e  u s u a l l y  want t o  g e t  back by 1700? 

A. I d o n ' t  r e a l l y  know, s ir .  

Q. Okay. To t h e  b e s t  o f  your  r e c o l l e c t i o n ,  t h e n ,  you 
can r e c a l l  never  having hea rd  any problems t h a t  you can t i e  
i n  w i t h  t h i s  a r e a ,  o r  d i f f i c u l t i e s  w i t h  ground o p e r a t i o n s ,  o r  
unnecessary k i l l i n g ,  o r  any of  t h e  e v e n t s  concerning 123d 
Avia t ion  B a t t a l i o n ,  o r  any i n v e s t i g a t i o n  from any source  w h i l e  
you w e r e  i n  Vietnam, i s  t h a t  c o r r e c t ?  

T h a t ' s  r i g h t ,  sir.  

Q- You have no r e c o l l e c t i o n  o f  any o f  t h e  e v e n t s  t h a t  
w e  have covered d u r i n g  t h e  p e r i o d  1 5  through 18  March 1968? 
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A. No, s i r ,  no p o s i t i v e  r e c o l l e c t i o n .  

LTC PATTERSON: The h e a r i n g  w i l l  recess a t  t h i s  t i m e .  

(The h e a r i n g  r eces sed  a t  1045 hour s ,  20 February 
1970.) 

(The h e a r i n g  w a s  c a l l e d  t o  o r d e r  a t  1130 hour s ,  
20 February 1970. ) 

LTC PATTERSON: The h e a r i n g  w i l l  come t o  o r d e r .  

RCDR : A l l  pe rsons  p r e s e n t  when t h e  h e a r i n g  r e c e s s e d  are 
aga in  p r e s e n t  e x c e p t  f o r  Major ZYCHOWSKI. 

LTC PATTERSON: M r .  DEWINE, you 'd  had some t i m e  t o  t h i n k .  
Have you r e c a l l e d  any th ing  concerning what w e  have d i s c u s s e d  
e a r l i e r  t h a t  might be p e r t i n e n t  t o  t h i s  i n q u i r y ?  

A. No, sir.  I w a s  l ook ing  a t  one o f  t h o s e  p i c t u r e s .  
I thought  I might r ecogn ize  Major--or Colonel  D I O N N E ,  b u t  
it j u s t  looked f a m i l i a r .  But o t h e r  t han  t h a t ,  no. 

Q T h a t ' s  photograph P-200? 

A. I c a n ' t  be s u r e .  I ' l l  have t o  look .  Y e s ,  s i r .  

Q Do you recal l  c a r r y i n g  L i e u t e n a n t  Colonel  DIONNE 
t o  LZ D o t t i e ?  

A. I c a n ' t  remember him d e f i n i t e l y  b e i n g  on t h e  air­
c r a f t .  I remember h i s  face a f t e r  looking  a t  it. H e  does 
look  f a m i l i a r .  

Q. W e l l ,  b e f o r e  w e  c l o s e  t h e  h e a r i n g ,  I ' d  l i k e  t o  
g i v e  you an o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  ask any q u e s t i o n s  t h a t  you would 
l i k e .  I have done a l o t  of  ques t ion ing .  I w i l l  a t t empt  t o  
respond,. I a l s o  g i v e  you an o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  p u t  any th ing  
i n t o  t h e  r e c o r d  you would l i k e  t o  s ta te  o r  f e e l  
might be  p e r t i n e n t .  

A. No, s ir .  I have no th ing  more t o  add,  and I d o n ' t  
rea! ly  have any q u e s t i o n s  p e r t a i n i n g  t o  t h i s .  I wish I cou ld  
b e  of more h e l p ,  b u t  I i m  a f r a i d  I j u s t  c a n ' t  remember h a r d l y  
anyth ing  about  t h i s .  A s  I s a i d  b e f o r e ,  i t  w a s  r i g h t  a t  t h e  
beg inn ing  o f  my t o u r .  Being s o  new, I imagine L i e u t e n a n t  
NEWELL was doing a l o t  o f  t h e  f l y i n g  and a l o t  o f  t h e  r a d i o  
cal ls .  I know when I made AC and I g o t  a new person  t h a t  
j u s t  g o t  i n  count ry  and he  s t a r t e d  f l y i n g  f o r  m e ,  i f  I wanted 
an a r t i l l e r y  c l e a r a n c e  I g o t  it. And i f  h e  g o t  i t ,  I w a s  
moni tor ing  it r e a l  c l o s e .  
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Q - W e l l ,  w e  thank you f o r  coming up from F o r t  Knox and 
t r y i n g  t o  b e  o f  a s s i s t a n c e  t o  us .  W e  t0.o wish you had some 
b e t t e r  r e c o l l e c t i o n s .  Before w e  c l o s e ,  I would l i k e  t o  j u s t  
aga in  c a u t i o n  you t o  make s u r e  t h a t  you unders tand t h a t  you 
are d i r e c t e d  n o t  t o  d i s c u s s  your  t es t imony o r  what has  t r a n s ­
p i r e d  h e r e  du r ing  t h i s  i n q u i r y  w i t h  any i n d i v i d u a l  t h a t  has  
appeared o r  may appear  b e f o r e  t h i s  i n q u i r y ,  o r  w i th  any 
i n d i v i d u a l  o t h e r  t han  t h e  excep t ions  which we have p rev ious ly  
d i s c u s s e d ,  r e f e r r i n g  t o  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  proceedings ,  j u d i c i a l  
p roceedings ,  o r  l e g i s l a t i v e  p roceed ings ,  e s p e c i a l l y  Congress. 
Do you unders tand  t h a t  you may t e s t i f y  a t  any of  t h o s e  t h r e e  
t h a t  I have mentioned o r  b e f o r e  any body convened by competent 
a u t h o r i t y .  But anytime you have any q u e s t i o n s  concerning t h a t ,  
a l l  you have t o  do i s  c o n t a c t  us h e r e  a t  t h i s  o f f i c e  f o r  
c l a r i f i c a t i o n .  

A * .  Okay, sir. 

Q - D o  you unders tand t h o s e  a l l  r i g h t ?  

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q- You unders tand your  d i r e c t i o n s ?  

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

LTC PATTERSON: T h i s  h e a r i n g  w i l l  r e c e s s .  

(The h e a r i n g  r eces sed  a t  1135 hours ,  2 0  February 1970.)  
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SUMMARY OF TESTIMONY 

WITNESS: DOVE, Bobby L. CPT 

DATE OF TESTIMONY: 4 February  1970 

PLACE OF TESTIMONY: Pentagon 

WITNESS SUSPECTED OF: N/A 

COUNSEL: None 

DUTY ASSIGNMENT ON 16 MARCH 1968: D i v i s i o n  AG O f f i c e ,  
A m e r i c a 1  D i v i s i o n ,  February  1968 t o  A p r i l  1968,  S 1 ,  123d 
A v i a t i o n  B a t t a l i o n ,  A p r i l  t o  September 1968. 

1. KNOWLEDGE OF MY LAI. 

Wnile S 1  of t h e  123d A v i a t i o n  B a t t a l i o n ,  C a p t a i n  
DOVE hand led  some of t h e  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  t a s k s  f o r  ~ i e u t e n a n t  
Colonel  HOLLADAY, t h e  1 2 3 d 1 s  b a t t a l i o n  commander and t h e  
d i v i s i o n  a v i a t i o n  o f f i c e r ,  r e l a t i v e  t o  HOLLADAY"~ d u t i e s  as 
d i v i s i o n  a v i a t i o n  o f f i c e r  (pgs .  3 ,  9 ) .  The o n l y  knowledge 
tnat t n e  w i t n e s s  c la imed t o  have o f  t h e  My Lai  o p e r a t i o n  
was t h a t  n e  o v e r h e a r d  t h e  t a i l  end  o f  a c o n v e r s a t i o n  i n  
tne O f f i c e r ' s  Club where Warrant  O f f i c e r  THOMPSON mentioned 
c i v i l i a n s  h i d i n g  i n  a bunker .  DOVE d i d  n o t  r e l a t e  t h i s  
w i t n  an i n c i d e n t  u n t i l  a f t e r  h e  r e a d  a b o u t  it i n  t h e  news­
pape r s  (pgs .  11, 1 2 ,  1 6 ) .  THOMPSON'S s t o r y  w a s  neve r  
mentioned a t  morning s t a f f  mee t ings  (pg.  1 2 ) .  On b e i n g  
snown E x h i b i t  M-44 recommending THOMPSON f o r  a n  award f o r  
h i s  b r a v e r y  on 16 larch, t h e  w i t n e s s  s t a t e d  t h a t  h e  had never  
s e e n  COLBURN's s t a t e m e n t  even  though DOVE'S s i g n a t u r e  w a s  
on t n e  documenta t ion  (pgs .  17 -19) .  H e  d i d  n o t  recall  
t a l k i n g  w i t h  Major WILSON abou t  an  indor semen t  t o  THOMPSON'S 
award (pg. 1 9 ) . 
2 .  KNOWLEDGE OF INQUIRIES OR REPORTS OF INVESTIGATION 
REGARDING MY LA1 . 

A s  b a t t a l i o n  S 1  h e  w a s  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  t h e  b a t t a l i o n ' s  
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f i l e s ,  r e c o r d s ,  awards and d e c o r a t i o n s  (pgs .  5 ,  9 ,  1 0 ) . H e  
never  r e t i r e d  any f i l e s  w h i l e  h e  w a s  S1  (pgs  . 9 ,  1 0 ) . 
DOVE never  saw a  r e p o r t  o f  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  no r  d i d  h e  have 
knowledge of  any i n c i d e n t  which r e q u i r e d  a fo rma l  r e p o r t  
p g  1 1  HOLLADAY o r  t h e  e x e c u t i v e ,  Major LANGSTON, neve r  
mentioned any t y p e  of  r e p o r t  b e i n g  made conce rn ing  t h e  
o p e r a t i o n  o f  1 6  March (pgs .  12 ,  16 )  . The wi tnes ' s  d i d  n o t  
r e c a l l  any o c c a s i o n  when any of t h e  d i v i s i o n ' s  g e n e r a l s  
came through him t o  t a l k  t o  HOLLADAY (pgs. 1 3 ,  1 4 )  . H e  
neve r  h e a r d  o f  any VC propaganda c e n t e r e d  on My L a i  
(pgs .  1 5 ,  1 6 )  . The w i t n e s s  neve r  h e a r d  o f  a r e p o r t  from a 
c h a p l a i n  o r  o t h e r w i s e  of unnecessa ry  k i l l i n g  (pg.  1 6 ) .  

3 .  OTHER INFORMATION. 

a .  DOVE was n o t  aware t h a t  Bravo Company, 123d A v i a t i o n  
at tali on m a i n t a i n e d  an  o p e r a t i o n a l  l o g  (pg.  1 5 ) .  c; 

b .  H e  d i d  n o t  know t h e  r e a s o n  f o r  THOMPSON'S t r a n s f e r  
a-.* 

t o  d i v i s i o n  a r t i l l e r y  (pg.  1 6 ) .  

SUM APP T-315 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

E X H I B I T S  

E X I I I B I T  
NUMBER DESCRIPTION NOTES PAGES 

lg-42 

M-43 

1 ward o f  Bronze S t a r ,  
"vM, ANDREC)T'J?A 
Recommendation and 
a p p r o v a l  o f  Bronze S t a r  

i W i t  b e l i e v e d  he 
may have s e e n  i t ;  
Major WATkE re­
commended t h i s  

I 
6 

7 
" V "  , COLBURN . award. 

~ecornmendat ion and W l t  c o u l d  n o t  
M-44 

' 

a p p r o v a l  o f  Bronze 
S t a r  - "V", THOMPSON 

. i d e n t i f y  t h e  
l n l t l a l s  l n  t n e  
upper  r i g h t  hand 

8,9, 

17 
c o r n e r  o t  the 
proposed c i t a t i o n .  
Oplned t n a t  
d i v i s i o n  AG o r d e r s .  
s e c t l o n  a l t e r e d  
t h e  c i t a t i o n .  
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(The h e a r i n g  reconvened a t  1403 hour s ,  4 Feb­
ruary 1970. ) 

COL ARMSTRONG: The h e a r i n g  w i l l  come t o  o r d e r .  

RCDR: The fo l lowing  named persons  a r e  p r e s e n t :  MR 
MACCRATE, COL ARMSTRONG, LTC PATTERSON, and MAJ LYNN. 

S i r ,  t h e  n e x t  w i t n e s s  i s  Capta in  Bobby L. DOVE. 

(CPT DOVE was c a l l e d  as a w i t n e s s ,  w a s  sworn, 
and t e s t i f i e d  as fo l lows:  ) 

COL ARMSTRONG: Capta in  DOVE, have you r ead  t h e  i n s t r u c t i o n s  
( E x h i b i t  M-57) ? 

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q- D o  you have any q u e s t i o n s  about  them? 

A. N O , ,  sir. 

Q- On my l e f t  i s  M r .  MACCRATE, a c i v i l i a n  a t t o r n e y  
who has  vo lun tee red  h i s  s e r v i c e s  t o  t h e  S e c r e t a r y  of  t h e  
Army t o  ass i s t  i n  t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  He p rov ides  l e g a l  
adv ice  and counse l  t o  General  PEERS and t h i s  group.  O n  my 
r i g h t  i s  Colonel  PATTERSON, an o f f i c e r  o f  t h e  group,  a p i l o t ,  
who a lso  may be a sk ing  q u e s t i o n s .  General  PEERS may come 
i n  wh i l e  w e ' r e  he re .  There are o t h e r  groups l i k e  t h i s  t a k i n g  
tes t imony from o t h e r  w i t n e s s e s  b u t  when t h i s  i s  a l l  p u t  t o -  
g e t h e r  it w i l l  b e  General  PEERS who weighs a l l  t h e  ev idence ,  
comes t o  t h e  conclusion, and makes t h e  recommendations. H e  
w i l l  p r e p a r e  t h e  r e p o r t .  The rest of us  a r e  a s s i s t i n g  him. 
W i l l  you s ta te  your  name, rank ,  S o c i a l  S e c u r i t y  number, 
s t a t i o n ,  and o r g a n i z a t i o n ?  

A. Bobby L. DOVE, Capta in ,  232-48-0508, 6 t h  Amy 
Stock Con t ro l  Cente r ,  P r e s i d i o ,  San F ranc i sco ,  C a l i f o r n i a .  

MR MACCRATE: Captain  DOVE, would you s t a t e  your  du ty  a s s ign -  
ment i n  t h e  A m e r i c a 1  D iv i s ion  g i v i n g  us t h e  s t a r t i n g  d a t e s  
and conc lud ing  d a t e s  i n  each case?  
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A. Yes, s i r .  I went t o  Vietnam i n  t h e  f i r s t  week 
o f  September of 1967 a s  t h e  advance p lanning  group f o r  t h e  
198th I n f a n t r y  Brigade.  I n  November 1967 I was evacua ted  
t o  Japan t o  a h o s p i t a l .  I r e t u r n e d  t o  Vietnam i n  February 
1968 and was working i n  d i v i s i o n  AG, America1 Div i s ion .  W e  
g o t  i n  an excess  o f  AG o f f i c e r s  i n  d i v i s i o n  s o  I asked t o  go 
t o  one of t h e  l i n e  u n i t s  and I w a s  s e n t  down t o  t h e  123rd 
Avia t ion  Bak ta l ion  t o  be t h e  S1. 

Q What was t h e  d a t e  t h a t  you became t h e  S l ?  

A. A s  I r e c a l l ,  it w a s  t h e  l a t t e r  p a r t  of  ~ p r i l .  

Q For  what p e r i o d  d i d  you remain as t h e  S l ?  

A. I d e p a r t e d  t h e r e  i n  September. 

A. Yes, sir.  

Q Would you d e s c r i b e  b r i e f l y  f o r  us your  d u t i e s  
i n  February t o  A p r i l  wh i l e  you were w i t h  t h e  d i v i s i o n  AG? 

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  I w a s  a s s i s t a n t  c h i e f  o f  pe r sonne l  
s e r v i c e s  d i v i s i o n  i n  t h e  AG shop. I had d i r e c t  respons i ­
b i l i t y  f o r  c a s u a l t y  r e p o r t i n g ,  personne l  management, and 
pe r sonne l  r eco rds .  

Q And who w a s  your  immediate s u p e r i o r  a t  t h e  t ime? 

A. Major WALKER, W i l l i a m  WALKER. H e  was t h e  c h i e f  
of  t h e  personne l  s e r v i c e s  d i v i s i o n .  

Q Who w a s  t h e  d i v i s i o n  AG a t  t h a t  t ime? 

A. Colonel  CHUNG. 

Q - C-H-U-N-G? 

A. I t h i n k  t h a t ' s  c o r r e c t .  Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q You w e r e  t r a n s f e r r e d  i n  t h e  l a t t e r  p a r t  of 
A p r i l  you say?  
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A. 	 	 , Y e s ,  sir. 

To t h e  123rd viat ti on Ba t t a l ion?  

A. 	 	 That 's c o r r e c t .  

Q. Would you descr ibe  f o r  us your d u t i e s  with t h e  
a v i a t i o n  b a t t a l i o n ?  

A. I was t h e  S1, a d j u t a n t ,  sir. Therefore,  I was 
respons ib le  f o r  t h e  admin i s t r a t ion  and personnel  of t h e  
e n t i r e  b a t t a l i o n .  Addi t ional ly ,  I go t  involved i n  a few of 
t h e  minor , th ings ,  s i n c e  t h e  b a t t a l i o n  commander was a l s o  t h e  
d i v i s i o n  a v i a t i o n  o f f i c e r .  To some e x t e n t  I handled some 
admin i s t r a t ion  f o r  him a s  t h e  d i v i s i o n  a v i a t i o n  o f f i c e r .  

Q. 	 	 That was Colonel HOLLADAY? 

A. Yea, sir. Then l a t e r ,  j u s t  a s h o r t  t ime before  
I l e f t ,  a  Colo3el--I c a n ' t  r e c a l l .  He's here  now b u t  I c a n ' t  
r e c a l l  h i s  name though. 

Q. H e  was Colonel HOLLADAY's successor  a s  d i v i s i o n  
a v i a t i o n  o f f i c e r  o r  as t h e  b a t t a l i o n  commander? 

W e l l ,  t h i s  was a  two-hat job, s i r .  

I n  both  cases  it was t h e  same ind iv idua l?  

Y e s ,  sir. 

Q. 	 	 Would t h a t  have been Colonel BRANDENBURG? 

A. 	 	 T h a t ' s  c o r r e c t .  

Q. Our notes  i n d i c a t e  t h a t  Colonel HOLLADAY l e f t  
on 18  J u l y  and Colonel BRANDENBURG succeeded him on 2 8  J u l y .  
Do you have any r e c o l l e c t i o n ,  i n  t h e  i n t e r i m  pe r iod ,  who 
may have been t h e  a c t i n g  commanding o f f i c e r ?  

A. Yes, sir. I t  was t h e  execut ive  o f f i c e r ,  b u t  I 
c a n ' t  r e c a l l  h i s  name. 
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Q Had Major WATKE l e f t  by t h a t  t ime? 

A. Major WATKE was t h e  CO of t h e  aero-scout com­
pany. He was medevac'd p r i o r  t o  then.  

Q* 
time? 

Was Major WILSON s t i l l  i n  t h e  u n i t  a t  t h a t  

A. Major W I L S O N  departed before  I d i d ,  s i r ,  b u t  I 
d o n ' t  r e c a l l  how long though. I t  wasn ' t  t o o  long before  I 
departed.  

LTC PATTERSON: Was t h e  execut ive o f f i c e r ' s  name Major 
HARRIS? 

A. No, sir.  Major HARRIS was t h e  a s s i s t a n t  S3. 

Q How about PALCZYNSKI? 

A. Major P A L C Z Y N S K I  was t h e  S3 when I was t h e r e .  
  
I understand he l a t e r  became t h e  execut ive  o f f i c e r  because 
 
t h e  execut ive  o f f i c e r  I ' m  t a l k i n g  about g o t  promoted and 
 
t r a n s f e r r e d .  
  

Q *  LANGSTON? 

A. T h a t ' s  it. 

& Would you be a l i t t l e  more s p e c i f i c  f o r  us here  
with r e fe rence  t o  your admin i s t r a t ive  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  as  
t h e  S1 of t h e  123d? Did you prepare correspondence? 

A. To some degree,  yes ,  sir. I d i d  f o r  t h e  ba t ­
t a l i o n  commander. He would ask me t o  w r i t e  l e t t e r s  on cer ­
t a i n  mat ters  and I would prepare d r a f t s  of those.  

Q When you a r r i v e d  i n  t h e  123d a s  t h e  S1 i n  Feb­
r n r y  1968, Colonel HOLLADAY was i n  command, i s  t h a t  co r rec t?  

A. Yes, s ir .  
  

Q =  And h i s  execut ive  o f f i c e r  a t  t h a t  t ime was who? 
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A. M ajo r  LANGSTON . 
Q .  Did Major LANGSTON g e t  involved i n  t h e  admini­
s t r a t i v e  p repara t ion  of  correspondence and s o  on7 

A. Sometimes he would, because t h e  b a t t a l i o n  com­
mander would t e l l  him t o  g e t  t h i s  done and he would come 
i n  and t e l l  me t o  w r i t e  a l e t t e r  o r  do a c e r t a i n  t h i n g  they 
wanted t o  g e t  done, and I would w r i t e  t h e  l e t t e r  f o r  him. 

Q With reference  t o  your admin i s t r a t ive  respon­

s i b i l i t i e s ,  who accomplished t h e  awards and decora t ions .  
  
funct ion  of  t h e  b a t t a l i o n ?  * 
 

A. I was respons ib le  f o r  t h a t .  

Q- You were respons ib le?  

A. Y e s  , sir. 

Q *  I n  t h a t  regard,  what was t h e  system f o r  awards 
and decora t ions?  Did you have a board? 

A. No, sir. There was no board a t  b a t t a l i o n  l e v e l .  
The board was a t  d i v i s i o n  l e v e l .  

Q. A l l  r i g h t .  When one of t h e  u n i t s  submit ted a 
 
r eques t  f o r  an award, what occurred i n  your s h ~ p ?  
  

A. I n  my shop, I would check it our  f o r  admini­
s t r a t i v e  co r rec tness  and check it o u t  to '  s e e  i f  i t  met t h e  
r egu la to ry  requirements f o r  t h e  p a r t i c u l a r  award. I f  t h e  
j u s t i f i c a t i o n  was adequate,  I advised t h e  b a t t a l i o n  commander 
on whether o r  n o t  we should accept  it. 

Q. What was t h e  name of t h e  man t h a t  d i d  t h e  ad­
. m i n i s t r a t i v e  checking of your awards and decora t ions?  

A .  I checked them a l l  myself ,  s ir .  

Q- While we're  on t h e  awards and decora t ion  l i n e  of  
ques t ioning;  t h e  a c t i v i t i e s  of 16 March 1968 with reference  
t o  t h e  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  of t h e  123d Aviat ion B a t t a l i o n  generated 
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some awards. S p e c i f i c a l l y ,  t h e r e  was an a i r c r a f t  involved,  
an H-23, flown by a Warrant O f f i c e r  THOMPSON and crewed by 
a S p e c i a l i s t  ANDREOTTA and a S p e c i a l i s t  COLBURN. Do t h e s e  
names mean anything t o  you? 

A. ANDREOTTA does,  s i r ,  because he was k i l l e d ,  and 
among my d u t i e s  as  S 1  I was respons ib le  t o  make s u r e  t h e  
personal  t h i n g s  and s o  f o r t h  were forwarded. I r e c a l l  h i s  
name. The o t h e r  name d o e s n ' t  mean anything. 

Q Did you have a po l i cy  e s t a b l i s h e d  a t  command 
l e v e l  with r e fe rence  t o  posthumous awards? 

A. The only  t h i n g  I can r e c a l l ,  s i r ,  on posthumous 
awards was t h e r e  was a more s t r i c t  time frame f o r  submit t ing  
them. A s  I r e c a l l  it was l e s s  f o r  posthumous awards. This  
was e s t a b l i s h e d  by t h e  d i v i s i o n .  

Q I ' d  l i k e  t o  show you Exh ib i t  M-42. I t ' s  a re ­
commendation f o r  a Bronze S t a r  with V f o r  S p e c i a l i s t  
ANDREOTTA and t h e  accompanying documents. 

MR MACCRATE: Do you have any r e c o l l e c t i o n  of p repara t ion  
o r  process ing  of  any of t h e s e  papers? 

A. I c a n ' t  say  f o r  s u r e  b u t  I th ink  I have seen 
t h i s  one before .  I ' m  n o t  abso lu te ly  c e r t a i n  b u t  I b e l i e v e  
I have. 

LTC PATTERSON: Did you n o t i c e  t h e  d a t e  t h a t  recommendation 
w a s  submitted? 

A .  Yes, sir.  

Q What i s  t h e  d a t e ,  s i r ?  

A. I t  was submit ted 1 0  ~ p r i l .  

Q This was 2 days, I b e l i e v e ,  a f t e r  ANDREOTTA's 
death? 

A. That I c a n ' t  comment on ,  sir. 
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Q Do you r e c a l l  prepar ing  t h a t  correspondence? 

A. This  correspondence would have been prepared 
i n  t h e  company, sir ,  and then forwarded t o  me. I would 
have made a recommendation t o  t h e  b a t t a l i o n  commander. I t  
does meet t h e  c r i t e r i a  f o r  t h e  award recommended o r  it does 
no t .  T h i s  i s  t h e  only way I would get involved. 

Q Who's t h e  recommendation s igned by? 

A. I n i t i a t e d  by Major WATKE. 

Q Major WATKE, who a t  t h a t  time was? 

A. He was CO of t h e  aero-scout company. 

Q- I ' d  l i k e  t o  show you Exh ib i t  M-43, recornmenda­
t i o n  f o r  an award f o r  S p e c i a l i s t  COLBURN. I b e l i e v e  t h a t ' s  
a recommendation f o r  a Bronze S t a r  with V a l s o ,  i s  it not?  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  I t  i s .  
  

Q *  I t  was submitted on what da te?  
  

A. I ' m  n o t  t o o  s u r e  by looking a t  t h i s .  

Q. You cannot a s c e r t a i n  i t ?  

A. I cannot determine t h e  d a t e  when t h i s  was sub­
mit ted.  

Q. Well, i n  handwriting r i g h t  t h e r e  i n  t h e  middle 
of t h e  recommendation? 

A. I see .  Submitted 10 Apr i l .  

Q You' l l  n o t i c e  t h a t  t h e  eyewitness s ta tement  i s  
made by whom? 

A. THOMPSON. 

Q. The eyewitness s ta tement  on t h e  ANDREOTTA award? 
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A. I t h i n k  it was t h e  same. Yes, sir.  

Q. I ' d  l i k e  t o  show you Exh ib i t  M-44. Would you 
i n d i c a t e  f o r  t h e  record  t h e  d a t e  of a c t i o n  on those  two 
awards? 

A .  Yes, s ir .  16 March. 

Q 1 6  March 1968 on both? 

A .  Yes, s ir .  

Q . I ' d  l i k e  t o  show you now Exhib i t  M-44, re­
commendation f o r  award f o r  M r .  THOMPSON. The d a t e  t h a t  
award was submitted? 

A.  2 May 1968, sir.  

Q . The eyewitness s ta tements? 

A. Signed by S p e c i a l i s t  COLBURN. 

Q- By S p e c i a l i s t  COLBURN? 

A. Yes, sir.  T h a t ' s  t h e  only one I can s e e .  

Q A l l  r i g h t .  I n  t h e  proposed c i t a t i o n ,  i f  y o u ' l l  
t u r n  t o  t h a t  page, p lease .  You ' l l  n o t i c e  t h e r e ' s  been some 
add i t ions  scra tched i n  and i d e n t i f i e d  by an i n i t i a l  i n  t h e  
upper right-hand corner .  

A. Yes, sir. 
 

Q *  Can you i n d i c a t e  whose i n i t i a l s  those  a re?  
  

A. No, s ir .  I c a n ' t  say  d e f i n i t e l y ,  bu t  specu la t ion  
on my p a r t - - t h i s  would probably be done by one of t h e  writers 
a t  the  d i v i s i o n  awards and decora t ions  o f f i c e .  This i s  
r o u t i n e  f o r  t h i s  t o  be done, f o r  them t o  r e w r i t e  c i t a t i o n s .  

Q Then t h e  add i t ion  of  any words i n t o  t h a t  c i t a t i o n  
such as  you s e e  w r i t t e n  i n  t h e r e  would have been done a t  d i v i ­
s ion?  
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A. Y e s ,  sir.  I ' d  be reasonably c e r t a i n  I ' m  c o r r e c t  
i n  saying  t h i s  was done a t  d i v i s i o n  AG o rde r s  s e c t i o n .  I t  was 
r o u t i n e  f o r  them t o  do t h i s ,  f o r  them t o  r e w r i t e  proposed 
c i t a t i o n s .  

Q You d o n ' t  recognize DM? 

A. NO, s ir .  I d o n ' t  a t  a l l .  I know t h e r e  was no 
person with those  i n i t i a l s  who e v e r  worked f o r  m e  a t  bat ­
t a l i o n  l e v e l  and it would n o t  be normal f o r  it t o  be done 
a t  b a t t a l i o n  l e v e l  anyway. 

Q - Can you exp la in  t h e  time d i f f e r e n t i a l  between 
2 May, t h e  recommendation f o r  M r .  THOMPSON and 10 Apr i l ,  
t h e  recommendation of S p e c i a l i s t  COLBURN? 

A. NO, s ir .  I c a n ' t .  

Q. Other than awards and decora t ions  and p repara t ion  
of correspondence, what d u t i e s  were you tasked t o  perform on 
behalf  of Colonel HOLLADAY? 

A. I c a n ' t  r e c a l l  anything s p e c i f i c ,  s i r ,  t h a t  he 
s a i d  y o u ' l l  do t h i s  on a day-to-day o r  r e c u r r i n g  b a s i s .  
Occasionally he would give me th ings  t h a t  he needed t o  g e t  
done as  t h e  d i v i s i o n  a v i a t i o n  o f f i c e r .  Otherwise I performed 
t h e  same d u t i e s  f o r  t h e  b a t t a l i o n  commander t h a t  you would 
a t  any b a t t a l i o n .  

Q. Did you have r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  t h e  f i l e s  and 
records and t h a t ?  

A. A t  b a t t a l i o n ?  Yes, s i r  I d id .  

Q During your t o u r  between February 1968 and your 
depar ture  September 1968 d i d  you r e t i r e  any of t h e  f i l e s  
and records of  t h e  123d Aviation Ba t t a l ion?  

A. No, s i r .  We d i d n ' t  simply because t h e  b a t t a l i o n  
was f a i r l y  new when I went t o  t h e  b a t t a l i o n .  They had a  
l i e u t e n a n t  t h e r e  who was a c t i n g  a s  t h e  S1 when I g o t  t h e r e  
and they r e a l l y  d i d n ' t  have any f i l e s .  I t  was s o  fouled  up 
q u i t e  hones t ly .  
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Q- When you a r r i v e d  i n  February- ­

A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  When I a r r i v e d  t h e r e  I e s t a b l i s h e d  
f i l e s ,  g o t  a f u n c t i o n a l  f i l e  system set  up s o  t h a t  w e  would 
have something t o  work wi th .  

Q ,When would t h e  f i l e s  have been r e t i r e d ?  

A. They would have normal ly  been r e t i r e d  any t i m e  
a f t e r  1 January  o f  1969. 

Q Did you m a i n t a i n  t h e  c e n t r a l  f i l e s  f o r  t h e  o t h e r  
s t a f f  s e c t i o n s  o f  t h e  b a t t a l i o n ?  

A. No, sir .  

Q Were t h e r e  any o f  t h e i r  f i l e s  r e t i r e d  through YOU? 	 N 
L3 

A. There  w e r e  no f i l e s  a t  a l l  r e t i r e d  d u r i n g  my t i m e  7-4 

i n  t h e  b a t t a l i o n .  But I do r e c a l l  d e f i n i t e l y  t h a t  Major 
PALCZYNSKI, who was t h e  S3, asked t h a t  I go t o  h i s  shop and 
h e l p  him s e t  up a f u n c t i o n a l  f i l e  system f o r  h i s  o f f i c e .  
They were o p e r a t i n g  on a s h o e s t r i n g ,  s o  t o  speak.  They 
had no f i l e s ,  s o  t h e  f i l e s  were n o t  a y e a r  o l d  a t  t h e  t i m e ,  
There was no need t o  r e t i r e  any f i l e s .  Of c o u r s e ,  it w a s n ' t  
t ime anyway. Normally i t ' s  done, a s  I s a y ,  on 1 January  of  
t h e  fo l lowing  y e a r .  

Q Was t h e r e  any requirement  d u r i n g  your  t e n u r e  
w i t h i n  t h e  b a t t a l i o n  f o r  s t a f f  j o u r n a l s  of t h e  s t a f f  s e c t i o n s  
o f  t h e  l23d  Av ia t ion  B a t t a l i o n ?  

A. No, s i r .  The on ly  t h i n g  t h a t  I am f a m i l i a r  w i t h  
t h a t  would even r e l a t e  t o  t h a t  would be t h e  j o u r n a l  t h a t  
t h e  S3 o p e r a t i o n s  k e p t ,  from t h e  s t a n d p o i n t  oE a i r c ra f t  
f l y i n g  hours  and t h i n g s  of  t h i s  n a t u r e .  

Q 	 You d i d  n o t  main ta in  a jou rna l  i n  t h e  S1  shop? 

A. No, s i r .  W e  d i d n ' t .  

Q • Did you ma in t a in  a message c e n t e r  correspondence 
log? 

A. Y e s ,  sir.  I d i d .  
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Q- Were t h e s e  f i l e s  t o  be  r e t i r e d  over  a p e r i o d  of 
t ime? 

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  They were f i l e d .  I had t o  keep them 
f i l e d  because q u i t e  o f t e n  under t h o s e  c o n d i t i o n s  correspon ­
dence would g e t  misrouted.  Tha t  l o g  was t h e  on ly  way I had 
of knowing where i t  went. 

Q What was t h e  pe r sonne l  s t a t u s  w i t h  r e f e r e n c e  t o  
t u rbu lence ,  t u r n o v e r ,  and t r a i n i n g  i n  t h e  123d on o r  about  16 
March 1968? 

A. The b e s t  I r e c a l l ,  s i r ,  we were i n  f a i r l y  good 
shape a s  f a r  a s  pe r sonne l  s t r e n g t h s  go. I know t h a t  when I 
went t o  t h e  b a t t a l i o n  t h e  b i g  a r e a s  t h a t  were h u r t i n g  f o r  
people  were i n  t h e  a r e a  of  overhead pe r sonne l ,  cooks and 
c l e r k s  p r i m a r i l y ,  and a few maintenance MOS pe r sonne l ,  b u t  by 
and l a r g e  t h e y  w e r e  i n  f a i r l y  good shape.  I would s a y ,  I ' m  
guess ing ,  9 0  p e r c e n t  s t r e n g t h .  I know t h a t  when I depa r t ed  
t h e  b a t t a l i o n ,  t h e  b a t t a l i o n  was o v e r s t r e n g t h ,  

Q. While you were S 1  o f  t h e  a v i a t i o n  b a t t a l i o n ,  d i d  
you have cause  t o  s e e  any r e p o r t s  o f  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  passed  
through your o f f i c e ?  

A. No, s i r .  

Q On any s u b j e c t  whatsoever? 

A. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  any o f  any k ind .  

Q Were t h e r e  any i n c i d e n t s  t h a t  you w e r e  aware of  
wh i l e  you w e r e  S1  of t h e  a v i a t i o n  b a t t a l i o n  t h a t  d i d  r e q u i r e  
a formal r e p o r t  o f  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ?  

A.  Not t o  my knowledge, s ir .  

Q On o r  about 16 March 1968, e lements  o f  B/123d 
Av ia t ion  B a t t a l i o n  p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  an a c t i o n  i n  suppor t  of  
Task Force  Barker  i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  of  My L a i  ( 4 ) ,  ~ i n k v i l l e .  
Were you aware of any unusual  r e p o r t s  concern ing  t h i s  
o p e r a t i o n ?  

A. The on ly  t h i n g  I knew about t h i s ,  s i r - -and  
q u i t e  h o n e s t l y  I t i e d  it i n  a f t e r  r ead ing  t h e  account  i n  
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t h e  newspaper--1 walked i n  t h e  c l u b ,  a sma l l  o f f i c e r ' s  c l u b  
t h a t  s e rved  t h e  a r e a  where w e  a l l  were t o  have a d r i n k  
b e f o r e  going t o  t h e  messha l l  t o  e a t  one evening ,  and Warrant 
O f f i c e r  THOMPSON--I overheard t h e  t a i l  end of a conve r sa t ion  
on some c i v i l i a n s ,  no number mentioned, h i d i n g  i n  a bunker.  
T h a t ' s  a l l  I e v e r  hea rd  about  t h e  t h i n g  and a s  I s a y ,  a f t e r  
I read t h e  newspaper account ,  t h i s  came t o  my mind. I 
thought  maybe t h i s  was t h e  whole t h i n g  they  were t a l k i n g  
about.  But p e r s o n a l ,  f i r s t h a n d  knowledge, none whatsoever.  

Q Colone l  HOLLADAY o r  Major LANGSTON never  mentioned 
any type  o f  r e p o r t  be ing  made concerning t h e  i n c i d e n t  o r  
a c t i v i t i e s  of 16 March 1968? 

A. 1 d o n ' t  r e c a l l  anyone mentioning any th ing ,  sir.  

Q Were you,  a s  t h e  S1, on an i n t i m a t e  b a s i s  as 
f a r  as knowledse went w i t h  t h e  e x e c u t i v e  o f f i c e r  and t h e  CO 
o f  t h e  b a t t a l i o n ?  

A. The e x e c u t i v e  o f f i c e r  as f a r  as t h e  running of  
t h e  b a t t a l i o n ,  y e s ,  s i r .  I t h i n k  s o .  S ince  Colonel  HOLLADAY 
w a s  p r i m a r i l y  i nvo lved  wi th  t h e  d i ~ i s i o n ~ a v i a t i o no f f i c e r  
d u t i e s ,  Major LANGSTON g o t  more involved  i n  what was happen­
i n g  i n  t h e  b a t t a l i o n  from my s t a n d p o i n t ,  from keeping  t h e  a 
base  camp going.  Very seldom d i d  e i t h e r  one o f  them t a l k  
t o  m e  &ou t  any a c t i v i t i e s  o u t s i d e  t h e  immediate b a t t a l i o n  
a r e a .  The on ly  t ime  t h a t  I would h e a r  about any th ing  t h a t  
went on o p e r a t i o n a l l y  was i f  Major PALCZYNSKI t a l k e d  about  
it i n  t h e  evening  i n  o u r  quar ters--because w e  l i v e d ,  a l l  t h e  
s t a f f  o f f i c e r s  l i v e d ,  i n  t h e  same bui ld ing- -or  i f  someone 
mentioned something t h a t  happened i n  t h e  morning s t a f f  m e e t ­
i ng .  

Q You had morning s t a f f  meetings eve ry  day? 

A .  Y e s ,  sir.  

Q Was t h i s  s u b j e c t  o f ,  I b e l i e v e  you mentioned 
bunkers ,  ever mentioned in a s t a f f  meeting? 

A .  I d o n ' t  e v e r  r e c a l l  t h a t  be ing  mentioned a t  a l l .  

Q What t i m e  were t h e s e  s t a f f  meetings? 

A.  W e  u s u a l l y  had them about 0 7 0 0  each morning. 
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Q Did Colonel HOLLADAY always conduct t h e s e  s t a f f  
b r i e f i n g s ?  

A .  I f  h e  was i n  t h e  a r e a ,  he d i d .  Sometimes he 'd  
have t o  go o u t  e a r l i e r  than t h a t  t o  check on a mission t h a t  
t h e  b a t t a l i o n  had. Normally he d i d  conduct t h e  meeting. 

Q *  They were at tended by a l l  the- ­

A. ( In te rpos ing)  S t a f f  o f f i c e r s  and company comrnand­
ers . 
Q I f  a message came down f o r  Colonel HOLLADAY t o  
meet wi th  someone, d i v i s i o n  o r  somewhere e l s e ,  d i d  t h i s  
message come t o  your shop o r  d i d  it come somewhere e l s e ?  

A. Not n e c e s s a r i l y .  Most of t h e  t ime, i f  i t  was 
p e r t a i n i n g  t o  h i s  d u t i e s  a s  t h e  d i v i s i o n  a v i a t i o n  o f f i ce r - ­
we had two o f f i c e r s  t h a t  worked a t  d i v i s i o n  t h a t  belonged 
t o  us ,  a v i a t o r s ,  t h a t  worked i n  t h e  opera t ions  i n  t h e  d i v i ­
s i o n  G 3  shop--and i n  t h e s e  kind of ma t t e r s  normally t h e  
information would come from t h e  l i a i s o n  o f f i c e r .  They worked 
i n  t h e  d i v i s i o n  a v i a t i o n  shop, they c a l l e d  it. They'd come 
down and they 'd  go r i g h t  on i n  t o  Colonel HOLLADAY. 

Q They wouldn ' t  c l e a r  through you? You would n o t  
arrange f o r  them t o  g e t  i n t o  h i s  o f f i c e ?  

A. No, s i r .  They'd come r i g h t  i n  t o  t h e  se rgean t  
major and they 'd  go r i g h t  on i n  t o  s e e  Colonel HOLLADAY. I f  
t h e r e  was anything i n  t h e r e  I needed t h a t  would a f f e c t  t h e  
b a t t a l i o n  o v e r a l l ,  from an admin i s t r a t ive  s t a n d p o i n t ,  he 
would c a l l  me i n  and g ive  it t o  me. 

Q - What about i f  one of t h e  genera l s  wanted t o  t a l k  
t o  Colonel HOLLADAY? How would t h a t  come down t o  t h e  b a t t a l ­
ion?  

A. I t  could  have come e i t h e r  i n  t h e  way I j u s t  men­
t i oned  o r  someone from t h e  genera l  s t a f f  could c a l l  down 
d i r e c t l y .  

Q - Do you r e c a l l  on any occasions any of t h e  d i v i ­
s i o n  genera ls  wanting t o  t a l k  t o  Colonel HOLLADAY, coming 
through you f o r  t h a t  purpose? 
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A.  No, s ir .  It wouldn ' t  have come through me i f  
t hey  c a l l e d  because I was i n  a d i f f e r e n t  b u i l d i n g  i n i t i a l l y .  
Then I la te r  on had t o  change t h e  t h i n g  because it was cum­
bersome. I b u i l t  a covered rampway between t h e  b u i l d i n g  
where h i s  o f f i c e  and where t h e  s e r g e a n t  major and execu t ive  
o f f i c e r  worked i n t o  t h e  S1  o f f i c e .  

Q The s e r g e a n t  major ,  t h e  XO, and t h e  b a t t a l i o n  
commander were a l l  i n  s e p a r a t e  b u i l d i n g s ?  

A. They w e r e  i n  s e p a r a t e  b u i l d i n g s .  Y e s ,  sir.  Then 
they  l a t e r  l e f t  t h e  two b u i l d i n g s  i n  p l a c e  and f i l l e d  between 
t h e  two b u i l d i n g s ,  if you w i l l ,  and b u i l t  ano the r  o f f i c e .  
Ac tua l ly  it became t h r e e  s e p a r a t e  o f f i c e s .  

Q What f u n c t i o n  d i d  t h e  s e r g e a n t  major p l a y  i n  
r e g a r d  t o  your f u n c t i o n  o r  t h e  b a t t a l i o n  commander's f u n c t i o n ?  
W a s  he c l o s e r  t o  t h e  b a t t a l i o n  commander o r  c l o s e r  t o  you? 

A .  We had two s e r g e a n t s  major I remember a t  t h e  t i m e .  
The one t h a t  w a s  t h e r e  when I g o t  t o  t h e  b a t t a l i o n ,  I d o n ' t  
r e c a l l  t h e  g u y ' s  name, h e  w a s  on ly  t h e r e  a l i t t l e  wh i l e .  H e  
never  d i d  go wi th  t h e  c o l o n e l  when he went anyplace.  The 
s e r g e a n t  major  t h a t  came i n ,  he used t o  go wi th  t h e  c o l o n e l  
q u i t e  a b i t  when he  went up someplace. 

Q = When d i d  t h i s  new one come i n ?  

A.  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l ,  s ir .  

Q Do you recall  h i s  name? 

A .  No, s ir .  I d o n ' t .  

Q Do you recal l  e i t h e r ?  

A. I d e f i n i t e l y  d o n ' t  r e c a l l  t h e  o t h e r  man's name 
because h e  was neve r  around. H e  was an a c t i n g  s e r g e a n t  major 
and they  knew they  w e r e  go ing  t o  p u t  t h i s  guy i n  t h e  job when 
they  formed t h e  b a t t a l i o n  because he was Lhe f i rs t  s e r g e a n t  
i n  t h e  company t h a t  became t h e  nuc leus  of  t h e  a v i a t i o n  b a t ­
t a l i o n .  H e  became t h e  a c t i n g  s e r g e a n t  major and I d o n ' t  
r e c a l l  h i s  name. 

10: We unders tand  t h a t  t h e  aero-scout  company, o r  
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Bravo Company, maintained an o p e r a t i o n a l  log.  We a l s o  under­
s t a n d  t h a t  copies  of  t h i s  o p e r a t i o n a l  log ,  normally kept  
down a t  Dot t i e  and elsewhere,  were provided d a i l y  t o  - t h e  com­
pany commander, and he a l s o  provided a copy of it t o  Colonel 
HOLLADAY. 
A .  I was n o t  aware of  t h i s ,  s ir .  

Q- Did you s e e  t h i s  kep t  i n  s o r t  of a l e d g e r  form? 

A. No, sir .  No opera t iona l  l o g  f o r  t h e  company. 
The only o p e r a t i o n a l  log  I was aware of was t h e  one t h a t  was 
kept  i n  t h e  S3 shop. The only reason I knew t h a t  i s  because 
we had g o t t e n  some information from it a couple t imes on a i r  
medal recommendations t o  c l a r i f y  some t i m e  on people.  

Q Do you know of any l edger  kind of log  t h a t  they 
maintained i n  t h e  S 3  shop desc r ib ing  t h e  opera t ions  o r  high ­
l i g h t s  of  t h e  opera t ions?  

A. A t  l e a s t  t h e  documents I saw, I don ' t  t h ink  they 
h igh l igh ted  any opera t ion .  I th ink  it was p r imar i ly  kept  f o r  
keeping t h e  f l y i n g  time f o r  t h e  a i r c r a f t  and keeping an i n ­
d i v i d u a l ' s  f l y i n g  t ime. I t  was a backup document f o r  re ­
cording i n d i v i d u a l  f l y i n g  t ime. 

Q S t a t i s t i c a l  da ta?  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q Wasn't t h a t  e s t a b l i s h e d  by d i v i s i o n  on about 13  
o r  1 4  A p r i l  1968? 

A. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  when i t  was e s t a b l i s h e d .  

Q- Did you ever  hear  of  any VC propaganda which 
could have come o u t  i n  var ious  forms perhaps by b roadcas t ,  
i n t e r c e p t i o n  of such a broadcas t ,  through l e a f l e t s ,  f o l d e r s ,  
armbands, p o s t e r s ,  s logans ,  o r  anything of t h i s  n a t u r e  which 
more o r  l e s s  focused on t h e  My Lai  o r  t h e  Son My a r e a  i n  t h e  
middle of  March? 

A .  No, sir.  

Q Any propaganda which may have been aimed a t  t h e  
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ARVN, t o  t e l l  t h e  ARVN t o  t a k e  a c t i o n  a g a i n s t  t h e  Americans 
f o r  what happened i n  t h i s  a r e a ,  My Lai/Son My, abou t  t h e  
middle of March 1968? 

A .  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  e i t h e r  s e e i n g  o r  r ead ing  o r  hear ­
i n g  any propaganda a t  a l l .  I n  f a c t ,  t h e  whole t i m e  I w a s  
i n  Vietnam I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  any th ing  of t h a t  n a t u r e .  

Q Did Colonel  HOLLADAY e v e r  t e l l  you t h a t  d i v i s i o n  
w a s  conduc t ing  an  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  of what may have happened 
i n  t h e  My Lai/Son My a r e a ?  

A .  No, sir.  The f i r s t  t ime I was aware of t h e  i n ­
v e s t i g a t i o n  i s  when I r e a d  about  i t  i n  t h e  newspaper. 

Q S  Were you t h e  S1  of t h e  b a t t a l i o n  when Warrant 
O f f i c e r  THOMPSON reques t ed  r e l i e f  from t h e  b a t t a l i o n  and re­
t u r n  t o  t h e  a r t i l l e r y ,  D iv i s ion  A r t i l l e r y ?  

A. I t h i n k  I w a s .  Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q Yes. Do you r e c a l l  him c i t i n g  t h e  r ea son  f o r  
h i s  r e t u r n ?  

A.  No, s i r .  When they  moved anyone o u t  of t h e  b a t ­
t a l i o n ,  t h e  on ly  t h i n g  t h e y ' d  t e l l  me t o  do was g e t  on t h e  
horn and s e e  what you can do about  t r a n s f e r r i n g  t h e  people .  
I very r a r e l y  was g iven  any exp lana t ion  as t o  why. " J u s t  
see what you can do about  g e t t i n g  them t r a n s f e r r e d . "  

Q Did you e v e r  h e a r  from any of t h e  c h a p l a i n s  o r  
anyone t h a t  t h e y ' d  r e c e i v e d  a r e p o r t  t o  t h e  e f f e c t  t h a t  
t h e r e  had been some unnecessary k i l l i n g  of c i v i l i a n s  and non­
combatants? 

A.  No, sir. 

MR MACCRATE: Capta in  DOVE, you i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  you came i n t o  
t h e  o f f i c e r ' s  c l u b  one evening and heard  Warrant O f f i c e r  
THOMPSON t a l k i n g  about  the c i v i l i a n s  i n  t h e  bunkers.  What do  
you r e c a l l  you hea rd  a t  t h a t  t ime? 

A. T h a t ' s  a l l  I r e c a l l .  J u s t  what I s t a t e d .  I t  w a s  
obvious I j u s t  walked i n  on t h e  t a i l  end of t h e  conve r sa t ion .  
I hea rd  THOMPSON mention something about  some c i v i l i a n s  h i d i n g  
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i n  a bunker. I never  hea rd  of t h i s  i n c i d e n t  p r i o r  t o  t hen  
no r  d i d  I h e a r  it a f t e r  t hen .  So when I r e a d  t h e  f i r s t  o r  
second a r t i c l e  i n  t h e  newspaper about  t h i s ,  t h i s  immediately 
came t o  my mind. I s a i d  w e l l ,  t h i s  must be what t h e y ' r e  
t a l k i n g  about .  I never  thought  I would be-­

Q ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Don 't you r e c a l l  any th ing  e l s e  
about  t h a t  conve r sa t ion?  What s o r t  o f  an impress ion  d i d  
you g e t  t h a t  s t u c k  w i t h  you s o  long? 

A.  T h a t ' s  a l l  I heard.  Tha t  thought  j u s t  came 
back t o  my mind. I s a y ,  probably because I never  hea rd  it 
b e f o r e  t h e n  n o r  had I hea rd  i t  a f t e r  then: 

Q. W e l l ,  d i d n '  t you h e a r  about  it a f t e rwards?  

A .  I never  gave it any thought  a t  a l l  till I s t a r t ­
e d  r e a d i n g  t h e  accounts  i n  t h e  newspaper. 

D i d n ' t  you h e a r  about  it a f t e rwards?  

A. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  h e a r i n g  about  it a f t e r w a r d s .  

Q *  W e l l ,  I ' d  l i k e  t o  hand back t o  you E x h i b i t  M-44 
and ask you i f  t h i s  d o e s n ' t  r e f r e s h  your  r e c o l l e c t i o n .  You 
t u r n  back t o  t h e  l a t t e r  pages of  t h i s  c i t a t i o n  and y o u ' l l  
see a s t a t e m e n t  s i g n e d  by S p e c i a l i s t  COLBURN i n  which he  
e x p r e s s l y  r e f e r s  t o  a number o f  c h i l d r e n  t r y i n g  t o  h i d e  i n  
an o l d  bunker and how Warrant O f f i c e r  THOMPSON u n h e s i t a t i n g l y  
landed h i s  h e l i c o p t e r ,  a t t r a c t e d  by t h e  movement of t h e  
c h i l d r e n .  Then he had j u s t  t a k e n  o f f  aga in  when he  s a w  a 
wounded Vietnamese boy, aga in  landed  and p icked  up t h e  c h i l d ,  
and t h e n  f lew t o  t h e  h o s p i t a l .  Then you go o v e r  and y o u ' l l  
f i n d  ano the r  page where Capta in  DAMATO, t h e  a s s i s t a n t  ad­
j u t a n t  g e n e r a l ,  r e t u r n e d  wi thou t  a c t i o n  t h i s  recommendation 
and r eques t ed  resubmiss ion of  t h e  recommendation w i t h  a 
l e t t e r  of e x p l a n a t i o n  s t a t i n g  reason  f o r  t h e  d e l a y .  Then 
fo l lows  t h e  r e sponse ,  "Recommendation f o r  Decorat ion f o r  
Valor  o r  M e r i t , "  and t h e r e ' s  then  a two-paragraph e x p l a n a t i o n  
and recommendation s igned  Bobby L.  DOVE, Cap ta in ,  Ad ju t an t .  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q Now it would appear  t h a t  you a t  t h a t  t ime res­
ponded t o  t h e  r e q u e s t  f o r  an e x p l a n a t i o n  and you i n d i c a t e d  
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t h e  r ea sons  why t h e r e  had been some de l ay .  Do you have any 
r e c o l l e c t i o n  o f  t h e  conve r sa t ion  a t  t h a t  t ime? 

A. No, sir. I s t i l l  d o n ' t  r e c a l l  r ead ing  t h e  s t a t e ­
ment. I r e c a l l  s i g n i n g  t h i s  second indorsement on t h i s  
correspondence.  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  p e r s o n a l l y  p r o c e s s i n g  t h i s  
o r i g i n a l  recommendation though. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  it a t  a l l .  
Of course  when I would have r ece ived  t h i s  back,  I would have 
had no reason  t o  r e a d  t h e  whole t h i n g  through o t h e r  t h a n  
r ead  t h e  f i r s t  indorsement and t h e  f r o n t  page t o  see what 
it w a s .  

Q W e l l ,  you would have t o  have g o t t e n  a l i t t l e  
e x p l a n a t i o n  a s  t o  why t h e  m a t t e r  h a d n ' t  been t aken  care of 
e a r l i e r  and n e c e s s a r i l y  would have been looking  a t  a l l  t h e  
papers  t o  g e t  an e x p l a n a t i o n  I would t h i n k .  

A.  Thi s  e x p l a n a t i o n  would come from t h e  company and 
n o t  from m e  even though I s igned  it. I t ' s  addressed  t o  t h e  
b a t t a l i o n  commander s o  I would have t o  i n d o r s e  it back.  I 
would n o t  know why it was de layed .  I wouldn ' t  be  i n  a pos ­
i t i o n  t o  have t h a t  knowledge. I would have c a l l e d  t h e  com­
pany and s a i d :  " I ' v e  g o t  an award. I t  bounced back because 
it w a s  delayed.  Why w a s  it n o t  submi t ted  on t ime?" They 
would g ive  me an e x p l a n a t i o n  and I would respond.  

Q Well,  a s  of  18  May, t h e  d a t e  of  your  response ,  
were you t h e  S1 a t  t h a t  t ime of t h e  b a t t a l i o n ?  

A.  Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q You would have g o t t e n  t h e  in format ion  f o r  t h i s  
response  from whom a t  t h a t  t ime? 

A. I would have c a l l e d  t h e  company. I n  t h i s  case, 
on correspondence,  I would have t a l k e d  wi th  e i t h e r  t h e  f i r s t  
s e r g e a n t  o r  t h e  e x e c u t i v e  o f f i c e r .  

Q Based on t h e  i n fo rma t ion  you g o t ,  you t h e n  pre ­
pared t h e  Indorsement? 

A. T h a t ' s  c o r r e c t .  I s t i l l  d o n ' t  r e c a l l  r ead ing  t h e s e  
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o t h e r  documents. Af te r  reading t h i s ,  I r e c a l l  t h e  corres ­
pondence, t h e  response,  but  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  reading t h e  
b a s i c  documents o t h e r  than t h e  f r o n t  cover. 

Q =  Do you know who it was t h a t  t o l d  you t h a t  i n  
t h i s  case it was no t  known u n t i l  a l a t e r  d a t e  and appro­
p r i a t e  a c t i o n  was then taken? 

A. No, s ir .  I c a n ' t  say who gave me t h e  information.  
A s  I say ,  I would have go t t en  it from e i t h e r  t h e  f i r s t  
s e rgean t  o r  t h e  execut ive  o f f i c e r .  I wouldn ' t  have bothered 
t h e  company commander f o r  something l i k e  t h i s .  

I0: Would t h a t  come back t o  you i n  w r i t t e n  form o r  
would they  g ive  it t o  you over  t h e  telephone? 

A. I t  could be e i t h e r  way, sir.  Sometimes i f  it 
was a lengthy explanat ion ,  I ' d  t e l l  them j o t  it down on 
a p iece  of paper and send it up here  t o  me s o  I can pre ­
pare  an indorsement. I f  it was a very . b r i e f  explanat ion ,  
I ' d  j u s t  s i t  down and, based on what they t o l d  me, w r i t e  a 
response myself. I t r i e d  t o  handle t h e  t h i n g  a s  b e s t  I 
could without  g e t t i n g  t h e  companies involved more i n  admini­
s t r a t i o n .  This  was t h e  b a t t a l i o n  commander's d e s i r e ,  t h a t  
we do everyth ing  we poss ib ly  could t o  f r e e  t h e  companies 
t o  t ake  c a r e  of t h e i r  opera t ions  i n  t h e  f i e l d .  

Q Do you r e c a l l  i n  t h i s  i n s t a n c e  having t a l k e d  t o  
Major WILSON about t h i s  indorsement? 

A. No, sir. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  t a l k i n g  t o  Major WILSON. 
I d o n ' t  remember who I go t  t h e  explanat ion  from. 

Q How w e l l  d i d  you know t h i s  a s s i s t a n t  a d j u t a n t  
genera l ,  DAMATO? 

A. I knew him f o r  about 2 months, s i r ,  p r i o r  t o  my 
going down t o  t h e  a v i a t i o n  b a t t a l i o n .  He worked o u t  of t h e  
same shop I d i d  i n  d i v i s i o n .  He and I shared t h e  d u t i e s  i n  
t h e  personnel  d i v i s i o n  i n  t h a t  I had my r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  of 
what I j u s t  enumerated before and he had t h e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  
f o r  awards and decora t ions  and he handled t h e  o f f i c e r s  
branch. 

Q. What d i d  he use f o r  i n i t i a l s ?  
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A. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l ,  s i r .  

Q - I ' m  a s k i n g  wi th  p a r t i c u l a r  r e f e r e n c e  t o  t h i s  re­
d r a f t  o r  e d i t i n g .  

A.  .Tha t  wou ldn ' t  have been him, s ir .  I f e e l  reason ­
a b l y  s u r e  t h a t  I ' m  c o r r e c t  i n  s ay ing  t h a t ' s  t h e  i n i t i a l s  o f  
one of  t h e  w r i t e r s  i n  t h e  awards and d e c o r a t i o n s  branch.  

MR MACCRATE: Is t h a t  DAMATO o r  someone e l s e ?  

A. No, s ir .  It would be  people  who work under him. 

Q Well,  Capta in  DOVE, we a p p r e c i a t e  your  coming 
i n .  With r e s p e c t  t o  ove rhea r ing  conve r sa t ions  i n  your  c l u b  
and t h i n g s  of t h i s  n a t u r e ,  i f  any th ing  such a s  t h i s  does 
come t o  mind, t h a t  you hea rd  a d d i t i o n a l  c o n v e r s a t i o n s  which 
p o i n t  t o  something unusual  happening about  t h e  middle o f  
March i n  t h e  Son My a r e a ,  we would l i k e  very  much t o  have 
you g e t  i n  touch wi th  us s o  we can t a k e  advantage of t h a t  
a d d i t i o n a l  i n fo rma t ion .  Also,  i f  you can t h i n k  o f  any docu­
ments such as w e  w e ' r e  c i t i n g ,  t h o s e  l o g s ,  o r  any o t h e r  t h i n g  
which would be  o f  a s s i s t a n c e  t o  us  i n  complet ing t h i s  i n ­
v e s t i g a t i o n ,  we 'd  l i k e  t o  know about  t h a t .  A t  t h i s  t i m e ,  
I ' l l  g i v e  you an o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  a sk  any q u e s t i o n s  which you 
may l i k e  t o  ask o r  i f  you would l i k e ,  t o  e n t e r  a s t a t e m e n t  
i n t o  t h e  r eco rd .  

A. I n  summation, s i r ,  about  t h e  on ly  t h i n g  I can s a y  
is  t h a t  I hea rd  n o t h i n g  about  any a l l e g e d  i r r e g u l a r i t i e s  i n  
t h e  b a t t a l i o n  from anyone o t h e r  t han  t h e  one l i t t l e  b i t  
o f  information--and I w a s n ' t  even s u r e  t h a t  t h a t  t i e d  i n  when 
I r ead  it i n  t h e  newspaper--about t h e  people  be ing  i n  t h e  
bunker.  I d i d n ' t  even know it was c h i l d r e n  a t  t h e  t i m e ;  I 
j u s t  heard  some Vietnamese h i d i n g  i n  a bunker.  Other  t han  
t h a t  I hea rd  no th ing ,  w a s  n o t  aware of  any i n v e s t i g a t i o n  o f  
any k ind  u n t i l  I r ead  about it. i n  t h e  l o c a l  newspaper. 

Q Well, I would l i k e  t o  aga in  remind you t h a t  i n  
t h e  w r i t t e n  i n s t r u c - t i o n s  you r,eceived you were cau t ioned  n o t  
t o  t a l k  t o  o t h e r  i n d i v i d u a l s  concerning your  t es t imony h e r e ,  
i n c l u d i n g  o t h e r  i n d i v i d u a l s  who may appear  h e r e  a s  w i t n e s s e s .  
This  w i l l  n o t  p r e c l u d e ,  however, your  appear ing  .as a w i t n e s s  
b e f o r e  competent a d m i n i s t r a t i v e ,  j u d i c i a l ,  o r  l e g i s l a t i v e  
bod ie s ,  and more s p e c i f i c a l l y  t o  congres s iona l  committees,  
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and q u i t e  s p e c i f i c a l l y  t o  t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i v e  subcommittee of 
t h e  House Armed S e r v i c e s  Committee, which I unders tand you 've 
a l r e a d y  been scheduled t o  appear  b e f o r e .  Is t h a t  c o r r e c t ?  

A. Not t o  my knowledge, sir.  

Q. I w a s  o f  t h e  impress ion t h a t  you had been re­
ques t ed  by them. I n  any c a s e ,  your tes t imony h e r e  w i l l  i n  
no way p rec lude  your appear ing  and t e s t i f y i n g  b e f o r e  such 
a body. < 

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q Major LYNN w i l l  
o t h e r  i s  concerned. 

g e t  you o rgan ized  a s  f a r  a s  t h i s  

A.  Okay, sir.  

Q Thank you very much. The h e a r i n g  w i l l  recess 
a t  t h i s  t i m e .  

(The h e a r i n g  r eces sed  a t  1453 hours ,  4 Feb­
r ua ry  1970 .  ) 
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SUMMARY OF TESTIMONY 

WITNESS: EZELL, Vernon P. CW2 

DATE O F  TESTIMONY: 22 January 1970 

PLACE O F  TESTIMONY: Pentagon 

WITNESS SUSPECTED OF: N/A 

COUNSEL : None 

DUTY ASSIGNMENT ON 16 MARCH 1968: A i r c r a f t  Commander, 
B Company, 123d Avia t ion  B a t t a l i o n .  

1. THOMPSON'S REPORT OF AN INCIDENT. 

The w i t n e s s  t e s t i f i e d  t h a t  he r e c a l l e d  Warrant O f f i c e r  
THOMPSON speaking about  t h e  i n c i d e n t  on t h e  evening a f t e r  
t n e  o p e r a t i o n .  However, he was f a i r l y  c e r t a i n  t h a t  he him- 
s e l f  d i d  n o t  f l y  t h a t  day (pgs. 3 ,  10). THOMPSON complained 
t h a t  he  had seen  c i v i l i a n s  be ing  k i l l e d  by ground t r o o p s .  
Be f u r t h e r  r e c a l l e d  THOMPSON mentioning t h a t  he had t o  have 
h i s  doorgunner t r a i n  h i s  weapon on U.S. f o r c e s  t o  keep them 
from throwing a grenade i n t o  a  bunker where c i v i l i a n s  had 
sought  r e fuge .  THOMPSON t o l d  t h e  w i t n e s s  t h a t  he  had landed 
and l i f t e d  t h e s e  c i v i l i a n s  o u t  (pgs.  10-13) .  The w i t n e s s  
could  n o t  r e c a l l  THOMPSON mentioning having seen  a l a r g e  
number o f  b o d i e s ,  nor  cou ld  he r e c a l l  THOMPSON s t a t i n g  t h a t  
ne had r e p o r t e d  t h i s  i n c i d e n t  (pgs.  1 3 ,  1 6 ) .  

2 .  OTHER KNOWLEDGE O F  AN I N C I D E N T .  

The w i t n e s s  s t a t e d  t h a t  he hea rd  rumors concerning 
My Lai  f o r  some t h r e e  t o  f o u r  days a f t e r  t h e  o p e r a t i o n ,  
b u t  was never  h imsel f  ques t ioned  abopt  it (pg. 14).H e  cou ld  n o t  
r e c a l l  e v e r  speaking t o  Capta in  MOE o r  Major WATKE about  
t h e  i n c i d e n t  (pg. 1 7 ) .  lie heard  from some source  t h a t  
Sharks had been t o l d  t o  s t o p  shoo t ing  because they  were 
f i r i n g  i n t o  c i v i l i a n s  (pg. 2 1 ) .  The w i t n e s s  added t h a t  
he f e l t  t h a t  t h e  inc i .den t  would have been r e p o r t e d  on t h e  
d e b r i e f i n g  forms which were submi t t ed  each n i g h t  (pg. 1 6 ) .  
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No one e v e r  ment ioned t h a t  t h e y  had r e p o r t e d  i t  i n  t h i s  
manner, however (pg.  1 6 )  . 
3 .  KNOWLEDGE OF AN INVESTIGATION. 

The w i t n e s s  t e s t i f i e d  t h a t  he  had t h e  impress ion  
t h e  i n c i d e n t  would b e  i n v e s t i g a t e d  (pg .  1 4 ) .  H e  s t a t e d  
t h a t  no one e v e r  t o l d  h im t o  q u i t  t a l k i n g .  H e  . r e c o l l e c t e d  
h e a r i n g  rumors t h a t  an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  was b e i n g  conducted  
(pg. 2 0 ) .  

4 .  OTHER INFORMATION. 

The Sha rks  w e r e  n o t  a bad gunship  o u t f i t .  The w i t n e s s  
added t h a t  h e  en joyed  working w i t h  Task Force  Barker  and 
l i k e d  Colonel  BARKER h i m s e l f .  H e  d i d  mention t h a t  Colonel  ..-T 

BARKER d i r e c t e d  h i s  o p e r a t i o n s  p e r s o n a l l y  (pgs. 2 3 ,  2 4 )  . LL;rrl 
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(The hear ing  reconvened a t  1045 hours ,  22 January 
1970.) 
 


MR WEST: The hear ing  w i l l  come t o  o r d e r .  

RCDR: The following persons a r e  p resen t :  MR WEST, COL 
 

FRANKLIN,  LTC PATTERSON, and MAJ COOP. 
 


The next  witness  is  Chief Warrant O f f i c e r  Vernon 
' P. EZELL. 

(CW2 EZELL was c a l l e d  a s  a  wi tness ,  was sworn, and 
t e s t i f i e d  as  follows :) 

RCDR : Would you s t a t e  your f u l l  name, grade,  Soc ia l  
Secur i ty  number, branch of s e r v i c e ,  o rgan iza t ion ,  and s t a t i o n ?  

A. Vernon P. EZELL, CW2, U . S .  Army, 528-42-9272, 
 

Headquarters z.nd Headquarters Company, 1st Brigade, 4 t h  
  

Armored Divis ion ,  APO 09140. 
 

, 

MR WEST: M r .  EZELL, before  we g e t  i n t o  any q u e s t i o n s ,  I 
want t o  t e l l  you something about the  na tu re  and purpose of 
t h i s  inqu i ry .  This i n v e s t i g a t i o n  was d i r e c t e d  j o i n t l y  by 
the  Secre tary  of t h e  Army and the  Chief of S t a f f  of the  Army 
f o r  t h e  purpose of determining f a c t s  and making f indings  
and recommendations concerning 

(1)t h e  adequacy of p r i o r  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  i n t o  what 
i s  now commonly r e f e r r e d  t o  a s  t h e  My Lai  ( 4 )  i n c i d e n t  of 1 6  
March 1968, and 

( 2 )  t h e  poss ib le  suppression o r  withholding of in ­
formation by any person who had a duty t o  r e p o r t  and t o  fu rn i sh  
information concerning t h i s  i n c i d e n t .  I n  o t h e r  words, whether 
t h e r e  was a coverup. 

Now, we a r e  not  inqu i r ing  i n t o  a l l  a spec t s  of what 
happened a t  My Lai .  For example, we ' re  not  d i r e c t l y  concerned 
with whether any person who was t h e r e  committed any o f fense .  

We've had made a v a i l a b l e  t o  us and have reviewed 
 

p r i o r  s ta tements  obtained i n  o t h e r  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  of the  My 
 

L a i  ( 4 )  i n c i d e n t .  However, t o  my knowledge, you have not  
  

been quest ioned by anyone. 
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A.  No, s i r ,  t h i s  is t h e  f i r s t  t i m e .  

MR WEST: Your tes t imony w i l l  be t aken  under o a t h .  A ver ­
ba t im t r a n s c r i p t  w i l l  be p repa red ,  and a t a p e  r e c o r d i n g  is  
be ing  made i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  verba t im no te s  be ing  t aken  by
t h e  r e p o r t e r  . 

The g e n e r a l  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  of ou r  r e p o r t  w i l l  be 
c o n f i d e n t i a l .  But it i s  p o s s i b l e  t h a t  t h e  tes t imony,  o r  p a r t s  
of i t ,  may la ter  become a m a t t e r  of p u b l i c  knowledge. You 
a r e  d i r e c t e d  n o t  t o  d i s c u s s  your  tes t imony h e r e  today wi th  
o t h e r s ,  i n c l u d i n g  o t h e r  w i tnes ses  who may come b e f o r e  u s ,  ex ­
c e p t  i n  t h e  performance of o f f i c i a l  du ty  o r  a s  you may be re­
q u i r e d  t o  do b e f o r e  a competent a d m i n i s t r a t i v e ,  j u d i c i a l ,  
o r  l e g i s l a t i v e  body. For example, t h e r e  is a subcommittee of  
t h e  House Armed S e r v i c e s  Committee which i s  i n q u i r i n g  i n t o  t h e  
My La i  ( 4 )  i n c i d e n t .  They have been c a l l i n g  some w i t n e s s e s  
i n c l u d i n g  some people  who have been he re .  When you a r e  
d i r e c t e d  n o t  t o  d i s c u s s  your tes t imony h e r e ,  t h a t  d o e s n ' t  
apply t o  an appearance be fo re  a subcommittee of t h e  Congress., 

Have you been se rved  wi th  an o r d e r  by t h e  m i l i t a r y  
judge i n  t h e  ca se  of  t h e  United S t a t e s  v.  Ca l l ey  o r  t h e  case 
o f  t h e  United S t a t e s  v .  Mi t che l l ?  

A. No, s i r .  A l l  I ' v e  g o t  i s  a set o f  o r d e r s  t o  
r e p o r t  he re .  

LTC PATTERSON: M r .  EZELL, would you s ta te  f o r  t h e  r eco rd  t o  
what u n i t  you were a s s igned  on 16 March 1968? 

A. B Company, 123d Avia t ion  B a t t a l i o n ,  A m e r i c a 1  D i ­
v i s i o n ,  sir. 

Q What p o s i t i o n  w i t h i n  B Company d i d  you ho ld?  

A. I w a s  an a i r c r a f t  commander i n  t h e  gunsh ips .  

Q Have you had an o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  check your i n d i v i d ­
u a l  f l i g h t  r e c o r d s ?  

A.  No, sir.  

Q Do you know f o r  a f a c t  whether o r  n o t  you flew 
on 16 March 1968? 
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A. I'm f a i r l y  c e r t a i n  I was t h e r e  t h a t  day, sir. I 
c a n ' t  r e a l l y  say unless  I would a c t u a l l y  check my f l i g h t  re ­
cord and check t h e  f l i g h t  time and s o  f o r t h .  That would be 
t h e  only way I could t r u t h f u l l y  say t h a t .  

Q- What makes you t h i n k  t h a t  you were t h e r e ?  

A. Well, I seem t o  remember--it 's been 2 y e a r s ,  bu t  
we came back--we were over a t  LZ Dot t i e  and, a l s o ,  t h a t  n i q h t  
M r .  THOMPSON was t a l k i n g  about--I never saw t h e  i n c i d e n t  o r  
anything t h a t  went on t h e r e .  He was t a l k i n g .  

Q. The reason I mention it i s  because I -have checked 
vour i n d i v i d u a l  record  a v a i l a b l e  i n  The Adjutant  Genera l ' s  
Off i c e ,  s p e c i f i c a l l y  your DA Form 759 ,  "~ n d i v i d u a lF l i g h t  
Record." According t o  t h a t  r ecord ,  t h e r e  is no f l i g h t  t i m e  
logged f o r  you f o r  1 6  March 1968. 

A. f i g h t ,  sir.  

Q. Would you t e l l  us what you know from f i r s t h a n d  
knowledge concerning t h e  opera t ion  i n  My Lai  ( 4 )  on 16 March 
1968? 

A. A s  I s a i d  be fo re ,  s i r ,  t h e  only t h i n g  I could say 
on t h a t  is  whenever we were back t h e r e  a t  t h e  home s t a t i o n ,  
what I had heard.  With t h a t ,  I can check i n  my records  and 
f ind  o u t  i f  I was t h e r e  on t h a t  day. I had been on numerous 
opera t ions  i n  t h a t  a rea .  

Q. Who was t h e  gunship s e c t i o n  l e a d e r  o r  p la toon corn­
mander a t  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  time? 

A. We had been having a b i g  turnover .  We j u s t  had 
t h i s  one cap ta in .  I ' m  n o t  s u r e  when he was s h o t  i n  the  hand. 
Lieutenant  LIVINGSTON took over r i g h t  a f t e r  he g o t  h i t .  

Q. How about Lieutenant  WALKER? 
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A .  Lieutenant  WALKER, r i g h t .  He was one t h a t  had been 
promoted t o  cap ta in .  H e  had j u s t  g o t  s h o t  i n  t h e  hand. I 
wasn ' t  s u r e  e x a c t l y  when he g o t  h i t .  

Q. Well, l e t ' s  go back t o  15 March, t h e  day before  the  
i n c i d e n t  which we ' re  d i scuss ing .  Do you r e c a l l  a t t end ing  a 
b r i e f i n g  a t  Company B ,  123d opera t ions  o r  b r i e f i n g  room con­
cern ing  an opera t ion  i n  which your company was t o  be in ­
volved t h e  fol lowing day, 16 March. 

A. Not r i g h t  offhand,  s ir ,  I c o u l d n ' t  say e x a c t l y .  
W e  have b r i e f i n g s  every morning before  we would go o u t  on 
opera t ions .  

Q - I f  you were scheduled t o  f l y ,  you would have 
a t tended t h a t  b r i e f i n g ?  

A.  Right ,  s i r ,  whether I was scheduled o r  n o t ,  I 
would have a t tended it. 

Q Whether you were scheduled t o  f l y  o r  not?  

A.  Right ,  sir. I normally went up t h e r e  and g o t  up 
e a r l y  i n  t h e  morning j u s t  i n  case somebody g o t  h u r t  o r  some­
t h ing .  Then you can always go down and t a k e  over .  

Q =  To h e l p  you r e c a l l ,  I ' d  l i k e  t o  g i v e  you what w e  
assume t o  be t h e  sum and subs tance  of  t h a t  b r i e f i n g .  The 
opera t ion  was t o  be a combat a s s a u l t  f o r  Task Force Barker,  
which cons i s t ed  a t  t h i s  t ime of t h r e e  r i f l e  companies, wi th  
a r t i l l e r y  i n  d i r e c t  suppor t .  The combat a s s a u l t  was t o  
o r i g i n a t e  from two PZ I s ,  LZ Dot t i e  and LZ Upt igh t .  One 
r i f l e  company was t o  be l i f t e d  from D o t t i e ,  preceded by an 
a r t i l l e r y  p repara t ion ,  and landed i n t o  an LZ j u s t  t o  t h e  
w e s t  of P i n k v i l l e  o r  My Lai ( 4 )  . These a reas  would have 
been pointed o u t  t o  you on a map, I ' m  s u r e .  Touchdown was 
t o  be ,  o r  planned t o  b e ,  on o r  about 0730 hours ,  1 6  March. 
The u n i t  t h a t  was conducting t h e  l i f t  was one of t h e  a s s a u l t  
h e l i c o p t e r  companies of t h e  14 th  Aviation B a t t a l i o n .  

A. 174th ,  s i r ?  
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A. Out of Duc Pho. 

Q. How do you r e c a l l  t h a t ?  

A. Well, I ' v e  operated wi th  them q u i t e  o f t e n .  That ' s  
the  reason I say I ' m  p r e t t y  su re  I was i n  on the  b r i e f i n g .  
I remember t h e  i n d i v i d u a l s .  

Q You r e c a l l  t h a t  t h e  174th-­

A. ( In terpos ing)  I was th ink ing  it was t h e  174th 
with t h e  Sharks e s c o r t .  

Q. Before we go on, M r .  EZELL, have you t a l k e d  t o  
anyone e l s e  a t  any time concerning t h i s  opera t ion?  

A. I haven ' t  seen anyone due t o  the  f a c t  t h a t  t h e r e ' s  
nobody s t a t i o n e d  around me from-­

Q - ( In te rpos ing)  What I want t o  a sce r t a in - - i s  t h i s  
what you say now r e c a l l ?  

A. Right.  

Q Okay, you ' re  c o r r e c t .  The l i f t  u n i t  was the  174th.  
Their c a l l  s i g n  was Dolphin. . 
A .  Dolphins and Sharks. 
 

Q And t h e  Sharks were whom? 
 

A. They a r e  gunships assigned t o  t h e  174th.  

Q Their  organic  gunships,  t h a t ' s  c o r r e c t .  he Dolphins 
were t o  l i f t  t h e  t roops i n  from Dot t ie  and pu t  them i n t o  the  
west of t h e  hamlet of M y  ~ a i( 4 )  a t  0730. The aero-scouts ,  
B Company, 123d, plan i n  t h i s  opera t ion  was t o  be a screening-
type mission t o  t h e  south of M y  Lai ( 4 ) ,  ~ i n k v i l l ea rea  down 
t o  what I be l i eve  you c a l l e d  the- ­

A. ( In te rpos ing)  Right along t h e  r i v e r  t h e r e .  

Q. What d i d  you c a l l  t h a t  r i v e r ?  

A. Quang Ngai River.  

Q. Quang Ngai River ,  which i s  t h e  Song Tra Khuc. 
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A. Right,  sir.  We c a l l e d  i t  t h e  Quang Ngai River .  

Q - That a r e a ,  then ,  sou th  of My Lai  ( 4 )  , P i n k v i l l e ,  
was t o  be the  aero-scout a rea  of opera t ion  f o r  screening .  
Your u n i t  was t o  be on s t a t i o n  a t  0730 hours .  The combat 
a s s a u l t  was no t  only f o r  one company, t h e  LZ t h a t  I ' v e  men­
t i oned ,  b u t  another  r i f l e  company was t o  be l i f t e d  i n t o  a 
second LZ t o  the  southwest of P i n k v i l l e  i t s e l f  wi th  t h e  two 
companies then  a t t a c k i n g ,  moving through t h e  a r e a ,  genera l ly  
t o  t h e  e a s t  and n o r t h e a s t ,  wi th  t h e  t h i r d  r i f l e  company of  
Task Force Barker t o  move by f o o t  on t h e  n i g h t  o f  15 March 
and be i n  a  blocking p o s i t i o n  t o  t h e  nor th  o f  P i n k v i l l e  on 
t h e  o t h e r  s i d e  of t h e  l i t t l e  r i v e r  t h e r e .  

A. I c a n ' t  a c t u a l l y  desc r ibe  what t h e  a r e a  looks l i k e .  
I t ' s  s o r t  o f  a peninsula  t h a t  blocks o u t  through t h e r e .  

Q- Okay. Do you r e c a l l  t h i s  b r i e f i n g ?  

A. It seems t o  be coming w i t h i n  t h i s  a r e a ,  yes ,  sir. 

Q Do you r e c a l l  who gave t h e  b r i e f i n g ?  

A. No, s i r ,  I c o u l d n ' t  say r i g h t  of fhand,  n o t  un less  
it would have been Major-­

Q ( In te rpos ing)  Major who? 

A. I couldn' t say .  I don' t know what h i s  name is ,  sir. 

Q 9 ICho gave your b r i e f i n g s ?  

A. Normally it was our  CO, sir. 
 

Q The CO of  t h e  u n i t ?  
  

A. Yes, sir. 
  

Q You d o n ' t  r e c a l l  t h e  C O ' s  name? 
 

A. No, s i r .  W e  had a b i g  turnover  t h e r e .  We had one 
of them g e t  s h o t  down, c rashed,  burned, and everyth ing  e l s e .  

Q - Was it Major WILSON? 
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A.  It might very w e l l  have been, s i r ,  because our  
p r i o r  CO, t h e  one w e  had j u s t  before  him, had been s h o t  down, 
and I c a n ' t  remember exac t ly  when he g o t  s h o t  down. 

Q. Could.it have been Major WATKE? 

A. It could have been Major WALKER o r  Major WILSON. 

Q I show you Exh ib i t  MAP-5, which i s  a Quang Ngai, 
1:50,000, s h e e t  number 6739 .  This d e p i c t s  t h e  a r e a ,  and 
f o r  o r i e n t a t i o n  purposes t h e r e  's P i n k v i l l e ,  h e r e  's your 
Quang Ngai River ,  t h i s  is My Lai ( 4 )  r i g h t  h e r e ,  and t h i s  is 
t h e  r i v e r  t h a t  we were d i scuss ing .  The one company was blocking 
h e r e .  The one company was t o  be a i r  a s s a u l t e d  i n  he re .  The 
second company t o  be a i r  a s s a u l t e d  i n  t h i s  v i c i n i t y .  And this 
w a s  t o  be-­

A. ( ~ n t e r p o s i n g )  Screening a r e a ,  anything t h a t  was 
going t o  t h e  south.  

9. Is t h e r e  anything about t h i s  b r i e f i n g  t h a t  you might 
have a t tended t h a t  you can r e c a l l  s p e c i f i c a l l y ,  f i r s t h a n d  know­
ledge? 

A .  Nothing, no,  sir.  Like I s a y ,  i t ' s  been 2 years  
on t h i s  one b r i e f i n g .  

Q. We have reason t o  b e l i e v e  t h a t  t h e  opera t ion  went 
a s  planned i n  t h e  morning, with a touchdown a t  about 0730 
hours t o  an LZ t o  t h e  west of My La i .  The a r t i l l e r y  was 
coming ou t  of LZ Uptight t o  t h e  nor th .  Do you r e c a l l  t ak ing  
o f f  from Chu Lai  t h a t  morning and f l y i n g  down t h e r e ?  

A. No, s i r ,  I c a n ' t  say  any s p e c i f i c  morning. A s  I 
s a y ,  we had numerous opera t ions  i n  t h i s  a r e a  t h e  whole time 
t h a t  I was t h e r e .  In  f a c t ,  my f i r s t  and l a s t  mission was 
flown r i g h t  i n  t h i s  v i c i n i t y  i n  h e r e .  We normally opera ­
t e d  out  of LZ Dot t i e  t h e r e  f o r  about 5 months. 

Q Who would have been Warlord Alpha Lead? 

A. Warlord Alpha Lead could have been M r .  BAKER, 
i t  could have been Captain WALKER, o r  i t  could have been 
myself i f  I was i n  f l y i n g  t h a t  day. I t ' s  a l l  according 
t o  how t h e  CO a s s igns  you. 
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Q W e  b e l i e v e  e.BAKER was t h e  Warlord Alpha Lead. 
H e  i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  morning, 1 6  March, Warlords 
were a l i t t l e  l a te  i n  g e t t i n g  down t h e r e .  Monitoring the 
r a d i o  en r o u t e  from Chu L a i  down t o  t h e  o p e r a t i o n a l  a r e a  which 
is a f l i g h t  t i m e  of about  how. long ,  do you know? 

A. . I ' d  say  about  5 t o  10 minutes ,  sir. I t ' s  n o t  t h a t  
f a r  o u t  of Chu L a i .  

Q I see. Moni tor ing t h e  r a d i o  you heard  t h e  l i f t  
going i n ,  and t h e  Warlords were n o t  p h y s i c a l l y  on s t a t i o n .  
This should g i v e  you an i n d i c a t i o n  of  something t o  r e c a l l ,  
r ecogn iz ing  t h a t  you were going t o  be de layed  on a b i g  show. 
Does t h a t  r i n g  any b e l l ?  E. 

pu
A. No, s i r ,  it s u r e  d o e s n ' t .  9-8 

Q. Okay. During t h e  morning t h e r e  w a s  some a c t i v i t y  
i n  t h e  a r e a .  The t r o o p s  went on t h e  ground. A t  one p o i n t  i n  
t ime t h e r e  w a s  some d i f f i c u l t y  w i th  one of  t h e  L Z ' s ,  some- a. 
t h i n g  o u t  of t h e  o rd ina ry .  Do you r e c a l l  any th ing  about  t h e  
i n s e r t i o n  t h e r e ,  what might have been o u t  of t h e  o rd ina ry?  

I 

A. No, s i r ,  I c a n ' t  s ay  t h a t  I do. 

Q It w a s  a go around. I t  w a s  t h e  l i f t  s h i p s .  The 
a r t i l l e r y  f a i l e d  t o  s h u t  o f f .  

A.  W e l l ,  t h a t ' s  why I say no th ing  unusual  because 
t h a t  has  happened p r i o r ,  a t  d i f f e r e n t  t i m e s .  I mean, it 
wouldn ' t  be any th ing  t h a t  would r e g i s t e r .  

Q It wouldn ' t?  

A. No, sir.  

Q- During t h e  morning t h e n ,  t h e  Warlords d i scove red  
something,  t h e  S k e e t e r s  d i s cove red  something i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  
o f  H i l l  85. Do you r e c a l l  any th ing  l i k e  t h i s ?  

A. No, sir. 
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-4 
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Q It was i n i t i a l l y  r epor ted  t h a t  two mortar  t u b e s ,  
subsequently changed t o  60  mi l l ime te r  mortar  rounds,  were 
found. 

A .  That might have been the day I remember they 
came back. One day, I c a n ' t  s ay  e x a c t l y  which day it was, 
they  pu t  t h e  "animals , " as  we c a l l  them, o u r  i n £antry ,  pu t  
them on t o p  of  t h e  h i l l  t h e r e ,  and they came back with 
some mortar  rounds. 

Q - On this day t h e  "animals" were i n s e r t e d .  

A. This may have been when i t  was. 

Q Were you t h e r e .  Do you r e c a l l  s ee ing  t h a t ?  

A .  N o ,  s ir .  

Q During t h e  day, one of t h e  y n s h i p s  of t h e  Com­
pany B of  t h e  123d landed p h y s i c a l l y  on t h e  ground and 
picked up some c i v i l i a n s  and moved them from one a r e a  
t o  another  a r e a .  Were you p r e s e n t  on any occasion when 
such an i n c i d e n t  occurred? 

A .  No, s ir ,  n o t  phys ica l ly  p resen t .  

Q On t h i s  same day we have reason t o  b e l i e v e  t h a t  
your Skee te r  had a b lade  s t r i k e  a t  one t ime and a t  another 
t ime landed. So he landed more than once on the ground. 
The p i l o t  of t h e  Skeeter  l e f t  t h e  a i r c r a f t  on both occa­
s i o n s  f o r  a few moments. Were you p r e s e n t  a t  any t ime o r  
f l y i n g  cover when t h e  Skee te r  went on t h e  ground? 

A .  Yes, s ir .  I d o n ' t  know about t h i s  s p e c i f i c  day, 
b u t  I saw him go on t h e  ground many t i n e s .  

Q Do you r e c a l l  a b lade  s t r i k e  a t  any t i m e  when he 
went on t h e  ground? 

A .  The only one I remember i s  t o  t h e  nor th  t h e r e  
one t ime. He went i n ,  and he h i t  t h e  water ,  went a l l  t he  way 
down, and come back o u t .  They had numerous b lade  s t r i k e s  
because they a r e  f l y i n g  a t  such a low a l t i t u d e  t h e  whole 
time t h e y ' r e  down t h e r e ,  f l y i n g  low and slow. 
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Q. It would appear ,  M r .  EZELL, t h a t  t h e  r ecord ,  your 
record,  which i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  you d i d  n o t  f l y  on t h i s  day, 
and your f a i l u r e  t o  r e c a l l  o r  be p resen t  dur ing  some of 
these  s p e c i f i c  i n c i d e n t s  confirm t h a t  you were n o t ,  i n  
f a c t ,  phys ica l ly  p r e s e n t  on 1 6  March i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  of My 
Lai .  Does t h i s  go along wi th  your r e c a l l  of n o t  remember­
i n g  too  much of  the s p e c i f i c s  of t h i s  opera t ion?  

A .  Yes, sir.  A s  I s a i d  b e f o r e ,  I can '  t r e a l l y  say  
exac t ly  what happened on any s p e c i f i c  day because w e  have 
numerous opera t ions ,  and they  had made i n s e r t s  i n  t h e r e  be­
f o r e ,  and I have been i n  t h e r e  whenever they made them, made 
t h e i r  sweep through t h e  a rea .  

0 
 
Q Okay. I f  we go on t h e  assumption t h a t  you were El 
no t  t h e r e ,  I ' d  l i k e  t o  t a k e  you t o  t h e  af te rnoon and even- rl 
i n g  of 16 March. When the a v i a t o r s  r e tu rned  from t h i s  m i s ­
s i o n ,  do you r e c a l l  hea r ing  the s t o r i e s  o r  any rumors con­
cerning t h e  opera t ions  i n  My Lai  ( 4 ) ,  i n  o r  about My Lai 
( 4 )  on 16 March? to 

A. Like I s a i d  b e f o r e ,  s i r ,  t h e  only t h i n g  I heard 
on t h a t  was when M r .  THOMPSON go t  back--I'm p r e t t y  s u r e  it 
was t h a t  day I c o u l d n ' t  s t a t e  exac t ly  and he mentioned 
something about i t ,  and he s a i d  that- ­

Q . ( In te rpos ing)  What was t h e  something he mentioned? 

A.  He s a i d  they were k i l l i n g  c i v i l i a n s ,  and they picked 
them up o r  something t o  t h i s  e f f e c t .  I d i d n ' t  pay t o o  much 
a t t e n t i o n  t o  it. 

Q- Was he t e l l i n g  you t h i s ?  

He was t a l k i n g  i n  t h e  bar racks  i t s e l f ,  s ir .  

I n  t h e  bar racks?  

Right, sir. 

Q Did you l i v e  i n  t h e  bar racks  with him? 

Yes, sir. S l e p t  two bunks down from m e .  
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Q *  The s c o u t s  and t h e  gun people s l e p t  i n  the same 
barracks ? 

A. Right ,  sir.  We had a l l  t h e  gunship p i l o t s  i n  one 
row, f o u r  hootches I th ink  i t  was, p l u s  t h e  one t h a t  the- ­
we had--our cap ta ins  and s o  f o r t h  l i v e d  i n  s o r t  of  t h e  c e n t e r  
one, c a p t a i n s ,  a couple majors . 
Q So you remember a n i g h t ,  t hen ,  t h a t  M r .  THOMPSON 
was i n  t h e  bar racks  d i scuss ing  t h i s  opera t ion?  

A.  Y e s ,  sir. 

Q Now I ' d  l i k e  f o r  you t o  t e l l  us as much a s  you 
can r e c a l l  about what you heard  M r .  THOMPSON saying .  

A. Well, t he  only t h i n g  I can a c t u a l l y  remember him 
t a l k i n g  about was when we come i n  he found o u t  he had t o  
p ick  up some c i v i l i a n s  and he  had t o  have h i s  doorgunner 
s t o p  somebody from k i l l i n g  them. I d i d n ' t  pay t h a t  much 
a t t e n t i o n  t o  him. 

Q Okay, cont inue.  You heard  him say  those  two 
t h i n g s ,  he  had t o  pick up some c i v i l i a n s  and he had t o  t e l l  
h i s  doorgunner n o t  to-­

A .  ( In te rpos ing)  To s t o p  t h e s e  people from k i l l i n g  
somebody. 

Q Stop these  people from k i l l i n g  somebody? 

A. Right . 
Q What d i d  he mean by t h a t ?  

A .  W e l l ,  he s a i d  t h a t  t h e r e  was some c i v i l i a n s  sup­
posedly i n  a bunker, and they were going t o  throw a grenade 
i n  on them. 

Q Who's they? 

A. The i n f a n t r y ,  sir. 

Q The U.S. i n f a n t r y ?  
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A. Y e s ,  sir.  
  

Q I see, okay. 
 

A. So he t o l d  them t o  s t o p  it. From what I could 
g a t h e r  from t h e  conversa t ion  they went i n  and picked up 
t h e  c i v i l i a n s  and l i f t e d  them ou t .  This i s  about the ex­
t e n t  of what I actually--and i t ' s  a l l  hearsay because w e  
were j u s t  s i t t i n g  around. 

Q Well, you heard  M r .  THOMPSON say i t ?  

A .  Y e s l  sir.  

Q A l l  r i g h t .  And what w e  want t o  focus on i s  what 
you heard M r .  THOMPSON saying ,  you s e e .  

A.  Right. 

Q I th ink  you've i n d i c a t e d  he s a i d  he  saw a l o t  
of bodies ,  a l o t  of k i l l i n g  going on. 

A. No, s i r .  He d i d n ' t  say a l o t  of  bodies .  A t  t h a t  
time he s a y s ,  about t h i s  one bunker,  t h a t  he had t o  s t o p  them. 
They were going t o  throw a grenade o r  ,something i n t o  t h i s  
bunker, and they  were going t o  k i l l  somebody i n  t h e r e .  

Q* I s e e .  

A .  H e  s a i d  he saw some c i v i l i a n s  run i n t o  i t  o r  some­
t h i n g  t o  t h i s  e f f e c t .  I c a n ' t  r e c a l l  e x a c t l y .  

Q Did he say t h a t  he t a l k e d  t o  anybody about it 
on t h e  ground? 

A .  S i r ,  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l .  
  

Q Okay. And he s a i d  he  evacuated some c i v i l i a n s ?  
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A. Right ,  s i r ,  because they g o t  back, and they s a i d  
they had evacuated some c i v i l i a n s  o u t  t h a t  day. H e  d i d n ' t  
say h e  had o r  who had, j u s t  they  went i n  and picked them up. 

Q What else d i d  M r .  THOMPSON say? 

A. This is about a l l  I can remember on t h e  i n c i d e n t  
on t h a t .  

& Did he  say anything about k i l l i n g s  going on? 

A. W e l l ,  t h i s  was where it came i n  a t .  It was because 
of t h i s  one i n c i d e n t .  Like I s a y ,  they  were going t o  throw 
a grenade down, and he says  he thought  he saw somebody k i l l e d  
o r  something l i k e  t h i s .  I c a n ' t  a c t u a l l y  r e c a l l  t h e  whole 
s t o r y  on it. 

Q- Did he r e c a l l  s ee ing  any i n d i v i d u a l  o r  d i d  you 
hea r  him say  anything about any-­

A .  ( In te rpos ing)  H e  never mentioned any i n d i v i d u a l .  

Q I see. 

A. Not t h a t  I can r e c a l l  anyway. 

Q- Did he say anything about see ing  any l a r g e  numbers 
of dead Vietnamese? 

A .  Not t h a t  I can r e c a l l ,  sir.  Poss ib ly  he d id .  

Q The two i n c i d e n t s  t h a t  s t i c k  o u t  i n  your mind i s  
one-­

A .  ( In terpos ing)  That bunker,  and they  s a i d  they 
medevac 'd somebody out .  

Q . Okay. The impression t h a t  you had from hear ing  
a l l  o f  t h i s ,  would you t e l l  us what t h a t  was? What was run­
n ing through your mind when you heard  M r .  THOMPSON saying 
t h i s ?  

A .  W e l l ,  when i t  f i r s t  went through, I j u s t  says ,  
w e l l ,  I wonder why they were k i l l i n g  c i v i l i a n s ,  and then I 
g o t  t o  th ink ing ,  and I saw it many t imes.  You seen  people 

APP T-208 



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 
 

come up t o  a bunker, and you d o n ' t  know what ' s  a c t u a l l y  
i n  it. So then I j u s t  passed i t  o f f ,  never thought any­
t h i n g  more about i t  because t h e r e  had been s o  many mines 
and booby t r a p s  i n  t h a t  whole a r e a  t h e  whole t ime w e  
were opera t ing  t h e r e .  So I j u s t  passed it o f f ,  never thought 
t h a t  much about it. 

Q When was t h e  next  t ime t h a t  t h i s  s u b j e c t  of My 
La i  ( 4 )  o r  t h e  opera t ion  on 1 6  March came up? When do you 
r e c a l l  hea r ing  anything e l s e  about it from anyone? 

A. I heard rumors t h e r e  f o r  about 2 o r  3 days. I 
. was never quest ioned on it o r  anything. 

Q Who d i d  t h e  t a l k i n g  about i t ?  

A.  It was mostly Mr. THOMPSON. 

Q I s e e .  He was u p s e t  about i t ?  What was your
impression of h i s  a t t i t u d e  about t h i s  th ing?  

A. Well, I never pa id  t h a t  much a t t e n t i o n  because 
I f i g u r e d . t h e y  would go ahead and i n v e s t i g a t e  it. I f  t h e r e  
was something then ,  w e  would have heard about i t  w i t h i n  the 
u n i t  i t s e l f .  

Q Did you t a l k  t o  any of t h e  gunners t h a t  were 
t h e r e  t h a t rday, from your u n i t ?  

A.  They may have been s i t t i n g  around t h e r e  i n  t h a t  
t ime,  t o o ,  I d o n ' t  remember. Normally, whenever we'd come 
i n  from a mission,  a bunch of us  would s i t  around, have a 
co ld  b e e r ,  some-thing l i k e  t h a t .  

Q How about Danny MILLIANS. Did you t a l k  t o  Danny 
about i t ?  

A .  I d o n ' t '  rem'ember r i g h t  offhand,  sir. 

Q. Bow about MY. CULVERHOUSE? 

A.  I c o u l d n ' t  r e a l l y  say .  I know CULVERHOUSE had 
t r a n s f e r r e d  over  and was working wi th  us b e f o r e  he went t o  
t h e  maintenance s e c t i o n .  
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Q I ' m  asking now i f  you r e c a l l  d i scuss ing  i t  with 
any of t h e s e  people? 

A. No, THOMPSON was t h e  one t h a t  I a c t u a l l y  had most 
of  i t  wi th  because he l i v e d  r i g h t  t h e r e  i n  t h e  bu i ld ing .  

& Didn ' t  CULVERHOUSE and MILLIANS l i v e  r i g h t  t h e r e ?  

A. No, sir .  They l i v e d  i n  the nex t  b u i l d i n g  over 
from us.  

Q They were gunmen. though, weren ' t they?0 

A. Right. 
  

a*  How about BAKER, d i d  you d i scuss  i t  wi th  BAKER? 
 

A. I c o u l d n ' t  r e a l l y  say.  W e  may have d iscussed  i t  
whenever we met a t  t h e  club.  

Q M r .  MANSELL? 

A. Yes, MANSELL d i d  say something about it.  

Q What d i d  he say?  

A. He and M r .  THOMPSON were t a l k i n g  about i t .  

Q. I see. 

A. I n  t h e  hootch t h e r e ,  i f  I ' m  n o t  mistaken. 
  

Q That n i g h t  o r  the  time when you were over  the re?  
  

A. I t h i n k  it was t h e  af ternoon.  
  

Q What was t h a t ?  
  

A .  I th ink  MANSELL e i t h e r  came i n  wi th  h i m  o r  they 
w e r e  s i t t i n g  t h e r e  t a l k i n g  about it, evac ' ing  t h e s e  people 
ou t  because they  was sca red  they was going t o  g e t  k i l l e d .  

Q What was MANSELL saying? 

I c a n ' t  r e a l l y  say what he was saying .  
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Q I see. 

A .  I th ink  he was s i ' t t i n g  t h e r e  t a l k i n g  wi th  us 
because he . l i v e s  r i g h t  across  i n  t h e  same b u i l d i n g  a s  
myself and TKOMPSON . 
Q Do you r e c a l l  a t  any o t h e r  t ime hea r ing  M r .  
THOMPSON make any s tatement  regarding r e p o r t i n g  t h i s  t o  
anyone? 

A .  No, s i r ,  because whenever they come i n  I th ink  
they s a i d  i t  had been repor ted  through--we have our r e g u l a r  
debr ie f ing  forms every n i g h t ,  p l u s  they repor ted  whenever 
they went over  t o  LZ Dot t i e  o r  something t o  t h i s  e f f e c t .  
See, we were opera t ing  ou t  of LZ Dot t i e  s o  we normally-­

Q ( In te rpos ing)  Do you r e c a l l  hea r ing  them say  
they repor ted  it . t o  LZ Dott ie?  

A. No, sir.  I j u s t  say I assume I%& had because 
t h i s  was our  normal procedure. 

Q Do you r e c a l l  hear ing  anyone say ing  t h a t  it 
had been repor ted?  

A .  No, sir .  

Q I  - M r .  THOMPSON never s a i d  anything about i t ?  

A. Not o f f i c i a l l y  r e p o r t i n g  i t ,  o t h e r  than s i t t i n g  
t h e r e  t a l k i n g  about it. So I j u s t  n a t u r a l l y  assumed he had 
repor ted  i t  t o  t h e  company commander. 

Q You do n o t  r e c a l l  whether o r  n o t  he eve r  s a i d  
t h a t  he  had repor ted  i t ?  

A .  No, sir.  

Q e  O n  1 7  o r  1 8  March and t h e r e a f t e r ,  now, you 
continued t o  have t h e s e  evening b r i e f i n g s ,  I assume, f o r  
your missions t h e  next  day. 

A .  Well, sometimes we'd have them i n  t h e  evening 
and sometimes w e  'd  have them t h e  next  morning. 
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Q. Do you r e c a l l  a t  any of t h e  b r i e f i n g s  Major 
WATKE o r  any of t h e  o t h e r  s e n i o r  i n d i v i d u a l s  w i t h i n  your 
u n i t  making any re fe rence  t o  o r  mentioning t h i s  opera t ion?  

A.  No, s i r ,  n o t  r i g h t  offhand. 

Q Did you e v e r  t a l k  t o  Captain MOE concerning My 
- L a i  ( 4 )  ? 

A .  No, sir.  
  

Q Do you remember Captain MOE? 
 

A.  Yes, sir. I t ' s  very p o s s i b l e  I d i d .  I d o n ' t  
s ay  -I d i d n ' t .  

Q. Did Major WATKE himself e v e r  t a l k  t o  you per ­
s o n a l l y  about i t ?  

A.  . N o ,  s i r .  

Q Did any of t h e  o f f i c e r s ,  commissioned o f f i c e r s ,  
of t h e  u n i t  t a l k  t o  you concerning n o t  d i scuss ing  i t  o r  
t o  c u t  down on the  t a l k  about t h e  My Lai opera t ion?  

A. No, sir .  Not t h a t  I can r e c a l l .  
  

Q.. There was a good b i t  of  t a l k  going around? 
 

A. Y e s ,  s i r ,  t h e r e  was. A s  I s a y ,  you could hea r  
i t  t h e r e  f o r  a few days a f t e r .  

- Q; And t h i s  was i n  t h e  b a r s  and i n  t h e  hootches and-­' 

A .  ( In te rpos ing)  Well, mostly t h e r e  i n  our  hootches 
because w e  had our  own r e f r i g e r a t o r  t h e r e  and s a t  around and 
had a  bee r .  

Q. What was t h e  genera l  g i s t  of t h e  t a l k ?  What d i d  
you g a t h e r  had occurred a t  My Lai ( 4 )  from t h e  t a l k  t h a t  
you had heard? 
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A. W e l l ,  a s  I s a i d  b e f o r e ,  when I f i r s t  heard  it, I 
thought t h e r e  had been some c i v i l i a n s  and s o  f o r t h  t h a t  had 
been k i l l e d .  The more I j u s t  l i s t e n e d  t o  it and on t h a t  bunker 
i n c i d e n t  and s o  f o r t h ,  I j u s t  went ahead and f i g u r e d ,  w e l l ,  
i t  might have been j u s t  the  f a c t  they c o u l d n ' t  t e l l  what was 
i n  t h e  bunker,  could have been rece iv ing  f i r e .  You d o n ' t  know 
unless  you a r e  on t h e  ground what i s  a c t u a l l y  happening down 
the re .  

Q - Do you r e c a l l  any of your gun people t h e r e  w i t h i n  
your own u n i t  t a l k  about g e t t i n g  any k i l l s  that  day? 

A. No, s ir .  I c o u l d n ' t  say  on t h a t  because w e  always 
f i l l e d  o u t  our  a f t e r  a c t i o n  r e p o r t s  everyday, and you'd w r i t e  
down how many weapons you captured and how many K I A ' s  you had  
and s o  f o r t h .  

Q - Do you r e c a l l  anything about shoo t ing  a t  a VC f lag 
t h a t  could have been booby t rapped? 

A, Yes, s ir ,  t h a t  happened one t ime p r i o r  t o  the--if 
I ' m  no t  mistaken, I th ink  t h a t  was p r i o r  t o  t h i s .  

Q- . You d o n ' t  t h i n k  t h i s  was on the same day-­

A. ( In te rpos ing)  I t ' s  very p o s s i b l e ,  s i r ,  b u t  I 
don't--because we've had them. You could see them every once  
i n  .awhile se t  up o u t  i n  t h e r e .  

Q - W e  have reason t o  b e l i e v e  t h a t  t h e r e  was enough 
d i scuss ion  and t a l k  going around i n  t h e  aero-scout company 
t h a t  someone got  you a l l  t oge the r  and perhaps'  t o l d  you: 
"Le t ' s  knock it o f f .  This t h i n g  is being  i n v e s t i g a t e d ,  and 
soon," 

A. No, s i r ,  nobody-­

( In terpos ing)  You d o n ' t  r e c a l l  any o f  t h i s  t y p e  

A. ( In te rpos ing)  No, s ir ,  nobody came up and t o l d  
us n o t  to--that I can r e c a l l  anyway, offhand,  

Q- D o  you t h i n k  you would r e c a l l  such a t h i n g ?  
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A- I t h i n k  I would, sir,  because it would be j u s t  l i k e  
t r y i n g  t o  suppress  something, b u t  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  anyone o f f -  
hand, t e l l i n g  us t o  keep q u i e t  on it. 

Q- W e l l ,  it could be suppress ion ,  b u t  it could a l s o  
be t o  l e t  t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  t r y  and g e t  a t  t h e  f a c t s  r a t h e r  
than  j u s t  rumors. 

A. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  anybody t e l l i n g  us  t o  knock it o f f .  

Q- A f t e r  many of t h e  opera t ions  t h a t  t h e  aero-scouts 
go on, d i d  rumors and t a l k  cont inue as happened a f t e r  t h i s  
p a r t i c u l a r  opera t ion?  

No, s ir ,  t h e r e  wasn ' t  t h a t  much. ­

Q - This  w a s  unique i n  t h a t  t h e r e  was some t a l k ?  

A, There was a l i t t l e  t a l k .  Normally we'd come i n  a t  
n i g h t  and t h e y ' d  want t o  know exact ly- -especia l ly  i f  you took 
any h i t s  o r  anything l i k e  th is - - they 'd  want t o  know exac t ly  where 
you took your h i t s  from. Normally i f  we took h i t s  and everything 
e l s e  we'd go back i n  t h e  same a r e a  t h e  next  day and t r y  t o  f i n d  
o u t  where we h i t  them. This was j u s t  normal, t o  t a l k  over your 
day ' s  a c t i v i t i e s  e s p e c i a l l y  i n  a c e r t a i n  area .  

Q - Do you r e c a l l  working t h e  peninsula  south of Pink­
v i l l e  i t s e l f  and t o  t h e  e a s t  of H i l l  85 on subsequent days,  the  
17th  o r  18 th?  

A. I c o u l d n ' t  say what day we flew t h e r e ,  s i r ,  because 
it was normal f o r  us t o  come i n t o  LZ D o t t i e ,  and t h e r e  would 
be scheduled missions.  Divis ion  would schedule us missions 
o u t  t h e r e ,  say ,  "Okay, we'd l i k e  you t o  go look over coordin ­
a t e s  s o  and so."  And we might be working t o  t h e  w e s t  of t h e  
road Highway 1, o r  t o  t h e  e a s t ,  o r  w e  might be going down t o  
area .  

Q. No, I ' m  t a l k i n g  about  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  a rea .  

A. Tha t ' s  why I say,  sir ,  I c o u l d n ' t  r e a l l y  say any 
s p e c i f i c  days t h a t  we a c t u a l l y  worked t h e  a rea .  

Q- You d o n ' t  r e c a l l  any of t h e  commissioned o f f i c e r s  
t a l k i n g  t o  you, s p e c i f i c a l l y  you, c a l l i n g  you a s i d e  and saying 
t o  t h e  e f f e c t ,  "How about see ing  i f  we can tone down t h i s  t a l k  
about t h i s  th ing?"  Did you have any o r  were you ever  con­
t a c t e d  about an i n v e s t i g a t i o n ?  
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A. No, s i r .  

Q You never made any s ta tement  i n  suppor t  of any
i n v e s t i g a t i o n ?  

A. Not t o  my knowledge, nobody contac ted  me a t  Chu 
Lai  o r  anywhere e l s e .  

Q. Were you aware t h a t  an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  was being con­
ducted of t h e  My Lai  a f f a i r ?  

A. Well, they mentioned something about an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  
would be going on whenever they  came i n .  

Who's they?  

A.  W e l l ,  I mean i t  was j u s t  ba r racks ,  t a l k i n g  around ?­

t h e  bar racks  on it. They s a i d  t h e r e  was some i n v e s t i g a t i o n  
because t h e r e  had been a complaint o r  something t o  t h i s  e f f e c t .  

Were i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  a ma t t e r  of  r o u t i n e ?  

A. I don' t know, sir, because,  l i k e  I say ,  I wasn ' t  
contac ted  on i t ,  s o  I wouldn ' t  know on t h a t .  

Q. I n  your mind d i d  you cons ider  t h a t  this comment t h a t  
t h e r e  was going t o  be an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  was a m a t t e r  of r o u t i n e  
o r  d id  you t h i n k  t h i s  was a b i t  unusual perhaps? 

A.  Well, i t  might have been a b i t  unusual ,  b u t  once 
anything has  been r e p o r t e d ,  I always f igured  t h a t  they would 
noriaally p u l l  an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  on i t ,  because they  had evac 'd  
t h e  c i v i l i a n s  out  of t h e r e .  

Q That was the  l a s t  youfd e v e r  heard about any inves ­
t i g a t i o n ?  . 

A.  To my knowledge, .yes, sir. I don' t remember anything 
else. 

Q Do you know of anyone having any, o r  t ak ing  any ac­
t i o n  t o  suppress  any 'of t h e  informat ion  concerning what occurred 
a t  My Lai  ( 4 )  ? 
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A. No, sir.  

COL FRANKLIN: Do you r e c a l l  someone coming down from d i v i s i o n  
and t a l k i n g  t o  your company about a  week a f t e r  t h i s  and some- 
t h i n g  was s a i d  something happened t h a t  Major WATKE t o l d  
everybody t o  be q u i e t .  

A. No, s ir ,  n o t  r i g h t  offhand. 

Q- Do you r e c a l l  be ing  t h e r e  when t h e  body count f o r  
t h i s  opera t ion  was given by t h e  d i v i s i o n  b r i e f e r ,  and a  p i l o t  
s t a r t e d  saying ,  "Women and k i d s ,  count a11 the  women and k i d s " ?  
They s t a r t e d  be ing  noisy ,  and Major WATKE had t o  s t e p  i n  and 
t e l l  you a l l  t o  be q u i e t ,  i t  was being i n v e s t i g a t e d .  

A.  No, s i r ,  I s u r e  don1 t. It may have happened b u t  
I d o n ' t  remember it. 

Q - Did anybody e v e r  t e l l  you t o  p ipe  down and no t  t a l k  
s o  much about t h i s  i n c i d e n t ?  

A. No, sir .  

Q. Never d id?  

A. Not t h a t  I can r e c a l l .  

LTC PATTERSON: You knew t h e  Sharks were along on t h i s  opera- 
t i o n ,  and I assume t h a t  a t  t imes you and t h e  Sharlcs, as  an 
aero-scout ,  d i d  opera te  i n  proximity t o  one another .  You 
knew t h a t  they  were along on t h i s  opera t ion .  Did you hear  any 
t a l k  about t h e  a c t i v i t i e s  of t h e  Sharks? 

A .  W e l l ,  I heard they s t a r t e d  shoo t ing ,  and they w e r e  
t o l d  no t  t o  shoo t  any more because t h e r e  were people t h a t  
were c i v i l i a n s  t h a t  were going t o  be going o u t  south  qf t h e  
v i l l a g e .  

Q. When d i d  you h e a r  t h i s ?  

A. This was probably about 2 days l a t e r .  

Q. Who d i d  you h e a r  t h i s  from? 

A. It was i n  the  ba r racks .  
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Q. W e l l ,  what o t h e r  conversa t ions  d i d  you h e a r ,  M r .  
EZELL, about t h i s  My Lai opera t ion  i n  t h e  ba r racks?  

A. Well, t he  r i f l e  companies t h e  only one I can re ­
c a l l  i s  t h a t  bunker,  a n d ' i t  was mentioned about t h e  Sharks,  and 
he t o l d  them t o  s t o p  shoot ing .  It was c i v i l i a n s  t h a t  would be 
going o u t  t o  t h e  south  t h e r e .  

Q. Do you r e c a l l  who t o l d  them t o  s t o p  shoot ing? W a s  
t h a t  Warlords o r  someone e l s e ?  

A. 	  No, s ir ,  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l .  

What e l s e ?  

A. I c a n ' t  r e a l l y  say ,  sir ,  because mostly it was j u s t  
t a l k  i n  t h e  bar racks  t h a t  I can remember what went on. I 
c a n ' t  say i f  I was f l y i n g  t h a t  day o r  what happened. 

Q. 	 When were you assigned i n  B Company of t h e  123d? 

A .  When it was formed, s i r .  W e  formed from t h e  1 6 1 s t  
Aviat ion Company. 

9. . 	 How long had you been i n  country p r i o r  t o  March 1968? 

A .  . 	 I go t  t h e r e  i n  November, s i r ,  1967. 

Q. 	 How much time d id  you f l y  dur ing  your  t o u r  i n  V i e t ­
nam? 

A .  	  Right around 1 ,000  hours .  

Q 	 So you were about midway through your t o u r ,  then  
i n  March 1969? 

A.  	  Right. 

Q Would it be f a i r  t o  assume you had somewhere around 
500 hours in-country t ime? 
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A. I ' d  say a l i t t l e  l e s s  IAan t h a t ,  s i r ,  because when 
I s t a r t e d  o u t ,  we were j u s t  s t r i c t l y  gunships.  W e  weren ' t  
p u l l i n g  this recon and screening .  W e  g o t  very l i t t l e  time-­

Q ( In terpos ing)  You were gunships f o r  a l i f t  u n i t ?  

A. Well, p a r t l y ,  s ir .  I operated o u t  of Khe Sanh. We 
had a commitment up t h e r e  and o u t  of Hue f o r  t h e  Spec ia l  Forces.  
So we d i d n ' t  g e t  t h a t  much time i n  r e a l l y  

Q - Did you know t h e  gunship p i l o t s  o f  t h e  174th? 

A. No, s i r ,  no t  r e a l  w e l l .  I'd s e e  them once i n  a 
whi le . 
Q Were t h e  gunship people of t h e  123d--did they a l l  
come from the 161st? 

A. When we f i r s t  s t a r t e d  o u t ,  we d i d ,  y e s ,  s ir .  But 
then t h e r e  were new ones who had been i n t e g r a t e d  i n ,  new people 
coming i n .  

Q. The March My Lai ( 4 )  opera t ion  was soon a f t e r  you 
formed. 

A. I t h i n k  we formed i n  January. Well, a c t u a l l y  w e  
had our  guns with t h e  123d i n  January. W e  went i n t o  a c t u a l  
opera t ion  sometime around February someth ing  l i k e  t h i s .  

Q - Did you have a t r a i n i n g  program f o r  t h i s  aero-scout 
u n i t ?  

A. Yes, s i r .  

Q You were Scorpions a t  one t ime,  and d i d  you f e e l  
they were q u i t e  p ro fess iona l ,  q u i t e  wel l  q u a l i f i e d ?  

A. Yes, s i r ,  they were. We were s t i l l  i n t e g r a t i n g ,  
l i k e  I s a y ,  and we had q u i t e  a few of  t h e  o l d  gunship p i l o t s  
from t h e  1 6 1 s t .  

Q. Did you work a l o t  with t h e  o t h e r  l i f t  companies, 
o t h e r  than the 174th? 
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A .  W e l l ,  we never  normally o p e r a t e d  what you would c a l l  
a l o t  w i t h  any of  them. We'd s e t  t h e r e  and most ly  p u l l  r econs .  

Within proximity  though? 

A. W e l l ,  y e s ,  s i r ,  w e  ope ra t ed  t h e  whole AO. 

Q. . What w a s  your op in ion  of t h i s  gunteam of t h e  l i f t  
u n i t s ,  l i k e  t h e  Sharks?  

A. Well,  t hey  had t h e i r  t a c t i c s .  I c o u l d n ' t  a c t u a l l y  
e v a l u a t e  them because I d i d n ' t  work, l i k e  I s a y ,  t h a t  c l o s e  
wi th  them. They'd l i k e  t o  g e t  down low and slow l i k e  w e  
d i d  even though they d idn  ' t have t h e i r  LOH 's . 
Q. Well., d i d  you t h i n k  they were a good o u t f i t ?  

A .  Right ,  sir.  

Q- Were t h e y ,  would you s a y ,  d i s c r i m i n a t e  i n  t h e  way 
they  employed t h e i r  f i repower?  

A. W e l l ,  t h e r e  w e r e  two types  of  o p e r a t i o n s .  They had 
q u i t e  a few L Z ' s .  They'd have t o  p rep  t h e  LZ 's  a l o t  more than  
we would because it was a l o t  d i f f e r e n t  t ype  of o p e r a t i o n .  
They 'd come i n  and s a y ,  "Okay, p rep  t h i s  LZ ," and you 'd have t o  
p rep  it b e c a u s e a t h e  s l i c k s  w i l l  g e t  it i f  you d o n ' t .  

Q. But you thought  t hey  were a p r e t t y  good o u t f i t ?  

R igh t ,  s i r ,  d i f f e r e n t  k ind  of o p e r a t i o n .  

COL FRANKLIN:' What does t h a t  have t o  do w i t h  be ing  d i sc r imin -  
a t e ?  

A.  W e l l ,  i t ' s  n o t  t h e .  i d e a  of be ing  c~ . i s c r imina t e ,  sir.  
You s i t  t h e r e  and whenever y o u ' r e  going i n ,  i f  t h e y ' r e  re­
c e i v i n g  f i r e ,  o r  i f  t h e r e  i s  a h igh  c o n c e n t r a t i o n  and so  f o r t h ,  
they  want you t o  prep  t h e  LZ I s .  I f  t h e r e ' s  any mines i n  t h e r e  
you t r y  and s e t  them o f f  b e f o r e  t h e  s l i c k s  g e t  down t h e r e .  

LTC PATTERSON: I t h i n k  t h e  c o l o n e l ' s  q u e s t i o n  is  t h a t  d i s -  
c r i m i n a t e  i s  t a l k i n g  about engaging t a r g e t s ,  s p e c i f i c  t a r -  
g e t s ,  n o t  area f i r e  suppres s ion .  Engaging o r  employing the 
weapons of  t h e  guns a t  a p o i n t  t a r g e t ,  i n d i v i d u a l s ,  t h a t  
type  of t h i n g .  Would'you say  t h a t  t h e  Sharks were d i sc r im­
i n a t e  i n  what t hey  s h o t  a t  as a p o i n t  t a r g e t ?  
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A. I couldnl.t, r e a l l y  say on t h a t ,  sir. 

Q - You never had an opinion about i t ?  

A. W e l l ,  a t  t imes I had an opinion.  I thought they  
d i d n ' t  a t  t imes ,  b u t  I couldn ' t r e a l l y  say .  I never flew 
with them t h a t  much. 

Q What about your own people? 

A. I ' d  say3we t r i e d  t o ,  sir. 

& What were t h e  rumors around t h e  aero-scout company
concerning Task Force Barker? Did you a l l  t h i n k  t h a t  was a 
p r e t t y  good o u t f i t ?  

A.  Y e s ,  I l i k e d  working f o r  Colonel BARKER. 

Q. Did you t h i n k  t h a t  they were w g l l  organized and 
accomplished t h e i r  missions i n  a good, p r o f e s s i o n a l ,  m i l i t a r y  
manner? 

A. - W e l l ,  I d i d ,  s i r .  I c o u l d n ' t  say on t h e  o the r  in ­
d i v i d u a l s .  But normally Colonel BARKER was up t h e r e ,  and he 
would d i r e c t  h i s  opera t ions  h imsel f .  

Q. There wasn ' t  any bad f e e l i n g s  t h a t  you knew of-­

A .  ( In te rpos ing)  No, sir. 

Q. Undercurrent between t h e  gun people of t h e  aero-
scou t s  and any of t h e  u n i t s  of Task Force Barker? Not j u s t  
Task Force Barker i t s e l f ,  b u t  the u n i t s  w i t h i n  i t ?  

A. Well, l i k e  I s a y ,  you t a k e  two d i f f e r e n t  gun corn­
pan ies ,  t h e r e  could have been something on t h a t ,  I cou ldn ' t  
r e a l l y  say  on it. 

Q. What do you mean, two d i f f e r e n t  gun companies? 

A.  W e l l ,  l i k e  the  Sharks.  Whenever they would come in-­

Q ( ~ n t e r p o s i n g )  About t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  u n i t s ,  w i t h i n  a 

Task Force Barker,  n o t  j u s t  Task Force Barker a s  a  whole 
e n t i t y .  

A.  Right ,  s i r .  Well, a s  I s a y ,  i f  you t a k e  two 
d i f f e r e n t  gun companies opera t ing  i n  t h e  same p l a c e ,  you 
would t r y  and g e t  one of them w i t h  our  l i t t l e  scou t s .  
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He could g e t  down r e a l  low and check something o u t .  We would 
normally c a l l  and r e q u e s t  t h a t  they be d i v e r t e d  t o  another  
a r e a  o r  something t o  t h i s  e f f e c t  because they would be g e t t i n g  
i n  our  way as  w e  a r e  scou t ing  t h e  area .  

Q The i n d i v i d u a l  r i f l e  companies, you raean? 

A. No, sir ,  t h e  Sharks. 

Q I'm t a l k i n g  about t h e  u n i t s  w i t h i n  Task Force Barker ,  
t h e  companies. 

A. NO, s ir .  We never  had t h a t  I can r e c a l l .  I never 
had any t r o u b l e .  

Q- A good working r e l a t i o n s h i p  w i t h  them? 

A .  Always was f a i r l y  good. Other than  every once i n  
a while  you'd have t r o u b l e  wi th  popping smoke i n  t h e  r i g h t  
p lace  o r  somethi-ng t o  t h i s  e f f e c t ,  you'd have t o  r eques t  it 
two times o r  something l i k e  t h a t ,  popping smoke s o  you could 
mark t h e i r  p o s i t i o n s . 
Q. The aero-scouts l i k e d  working wi th  the Task Force 
Barker companies ? 

A. I would say  o v e r a l l ,  yes ,  s i r ,  they  d i d .  

Q M r .  EZELL, do you have any o t h e r  informat ion  that 
i s  p e r t i n e n t  t o  t h e  purposes of t h i s  i n q u i r y ,  which were ex­
p la ined  t o  you a t  t h e  o u t s e t  of t h i s  hear ing?  

A.  Not - t h a t  I can r e c a l l  a t  t h i s  t ime,  no, s i x .  

Q. Do you have any documents o r  phys ica l  evidence such 
as  photos,  t a p e s ,  l e t t e r s ,  anything i n  wri t ing. ,  t h a t  would per ­
t a i n  t o  the  inqu i ry?  

A .  No, sir. Not un less  i t  would be some s l i d e s  I ' v e  
taken over t h e r e  which I doubt,  because i t ' s  j u s t  t h e  t e r ­
r a i n  i t s e l f .  

Q If you have any of t h e s e  t h i n g s  o r  come across  *em 
a t  any time i n  t h e  n e a r  f u t u r e ,  e i t h e r  phys ica l  evidence o r  
should you r e c a l l  any informat ion  t h a t  you've n o t  d iscussed  h e r e  
w i t h  us ,  we would apprec ia te  it very much if you would con tac t  
us immediately. We ' 11 make arrangements t o  g e t  i t ,  pick i t  up, 
copy i t ,  o r  what have you. We a r e  q u i t e  anxious t o  g e t  t o  t h e  
bottom of t h i s  th ing .  
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R igh t ,  I can look o v e r  my . s l i d e s  when I g e t  home* 

Q We'd a 2 p r e c i a t e  it i f  you wcald do t h a t .  And any 
le t ters  t h a t  you might have w r i t t e n  home concern ing  it. 

A. I d i d n ' t  w r i t e  home any th ing  t h a t  happened ove r  t h e r e  

Q Do you have anyth ing  t h a t  you would l i k e  t o  say f o r  
t h e  r e c o r d  concerning t h i s  o p e r a t i o n  o r  any i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  o r  
any th ing  a t  a l l  concerning your  appearance h e r e .  

A. N o ,  s ir ,  n o t  r i g h t  o f fhand ,  I d o n ' t .  

LTC PATTERSON: M r .  EZELL, w e  a p p r e c i a t e  your  coming i n .  W e  
know t h e  t r i p  w a s  a long  t r i p .  W e  a p p r e c i a t e  t h e  e f f o r t  t h a t  
you've expended and t h e  c o u r t e s i e s  you 've  extended he re  i n  
your  t es t imony t h i s  morning. I f  t h e r e ' s  no th ing  f u r t h e r ,  
t h i s  h e a r i n g  w i l l  r e c e s s .  

(The h e a r i n g  r e c e s s e d  a t  1135 hour s ,  22  January 
1970. ) 
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SUMMARY OF TESTIMONY 

WITNESS: GRAY, Harold J .  CW2 

DATE OF TESTIMONY: 2 January  1970 

PLACE OF TESTIMONY: Chu L a i ,  Republic  of  ~ i e t n a m  

WITNESS SUSPECTED OF: N/A 

COUNSEL : None 

DUTY ASSIGNMENT ON 16 MARCH 1968: On l e a v e  e n . r o u t e  t o  
Vietnam. J o i n e d  B Company, 123d Avia t ion  B a t t a l i o n  on 
31 March 1968. 

1. PRIOR TRAINING I N  THE RULES OF LAND WARFARE. 

A s  p a r t  o f  h i s  in-country  o r i e n t a t i o n ,  GRAY w a s  g iven  
i n s t r u c t i o n  concerning t h e  r u l e s  o f  engagement (pg .  6). They 
were t o l d  they  could  r e t u r n  f i r e  i f  they  r e c e i v e d  f i r e  and 
cou ld  f i r e  a t  m i l i t a r y - a g e  males who w e r e  evading (pg .7 ) .  
The i n d o c t r i n a t i o n  took less than  a day and inc luded  a map 
o r i e n t a t i o n ,  a b r i e f i n g  on u n i t  SOP, and a f l i g h t  o r i e n t a t i o n  
i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  i n s t r u c t i o n  on t h e  Rules of  Engagement 
(pg. 7) 

2 .  KNOWLEDGE OF THE MY LA1 I N C I D E N T .  

The w i t n e s s  hea rd  no th ing  about  an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  i n ­
vo lv ing  My L a i ,  and was n o t  t o l d  t o  keep q u i e t  about  it 
(pg.  3 ) .  There was no t a l k  w i t h i n  t h e  u n i t  concerning what 
had happened t h e r e  on 16 March 1968 (pgs.  3 ,  4 ) .  

3 .  KNOWLEDGE OF THE INCIDENT INVOLVING THOMPSON. 

GRAY knew o f  one i n s t a n c e  i n  l a t e  A p r i l  i n  which 
THOMPSON, i n  a t t e m p t i n g  t o  p r e v e n t  c i v i l i a n  Women and c h i l d r e n  from 
being endangered by an advancing i n f a n t r y  u n i t  which w a s  
reconning by f i r e ,  f lew o v e r  t o  t h e  c i v i l i a n s  and "huddled 
around them" (pg. 4 ) .  The i n f a n t r y  had t o  s t o p  f i r i n g  s o  
a s  n o t  t o  h i t  THOMPSON (pg. 4 ) .  This  occur red  i n  t h e  P i n k v i l l e  
a r e a  and invo lved  e i t h e r  t h e  1 1 t h  o r  198th  b r i g a d e s  (pg.5) . 
THOMPSON was u p s e t  about  it, b u t  made no r e f e r e n c e  t o  an 
e a r l i e r  complaint  about  a s i m i l a r  occur rence  (pg. 5 ) .  The 
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w i t n e s s  r e c a l l e d  t h i s  a s  happening i n  l a t e  A p r i l  o r  e a r l y  
May (pgs .  5 ,  6 ) .  

4. FIRING IN THE DIRECTION OF CIVILIANS. 
 


Because t h e  i n f a n t r v  cannot  see what i s  i n  f r o n t  o f  
them, aero-scout  u n i t s  a r e  c u r r e n t l y  be lng  employed t o  d i s c o v e r  
t h i s  in fo rmat ion  and r e l a y  it t o  t h e  i n f a n t r y  (pg. 8 ) .  When 
c i v i l i a n s  a r e  observed i n  t h e  p a t h  o f  a u n i t  reconning by 
f i r e ,  a l l  GRAY has  had t o  do t o  g e t  t h e  f i r i n g  s topped on 
t h i s ,  h i s  second t o u r  i n  Vietnam, i s  r e q u e s t  t h e  i n f a n t r y  
t o  cease  f i r e  (pg. 8 )  . 
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(The h e a r i n g  reconvened a t  0800, 2 January  
1970 . )  

I0: The h e a r i n g  w i l l  come t o  o r d e r .  

RCDR: The fo l lowing  named pe r sons  are p r e s e n t :  LTG 
PEERS, MR MACCRATE, and CDR DAVIS. 

(CW2 GRAY was c a l l e d  as a w i t n e s s ,  w a s  sworn and 
t e s t i f i e d  a s  fo l lows :) 

S t a t e  your  f u l l  name and g rade ,  S o c i a l  S e c u r i t y  
number, b ranch  o f  s e r v i c e ,  o r g a n i z a t i o n  and s t a t i o n ?  

A. CW2 Harold James GRAY, Jr.,  Army Av ia t ion ,  B 
 
Company, 123d Avia t ion  B a t t a l i o n ,  s e r i a l  number 
 

RCDR : Where a r e  you s t a t i o n e d ?  

A. I ' m  s t a t i o n e d  a t  Chu L a i ,  Vietnam, B Company, 
 
123d Av ia t ion  a a t t a l i o n .  
  

10: M r .  GRAY, b e f o r e  w e  s t a r t  i n  q u e s t i o n i n g ,  1'11 ad­
v i s e  you of  c e r t a i n  m a t t e r s .  Thls  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  was d i r e c t e d  
j o i n t l y  by t h e  S e c r e t a r y  of Army and Chief of  S t a f f  of  t h e  
United S t a t e s  Army f o r  t h e  purpose o f  de te rmin ing  recommenda­
t i o n s  concerning:  

(1) t h e  adequacy o f  p r i o r  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  and i n ­
q u i r i e s  i n t o  and subsequent  reviews and r e p o r t s  w i t h i n  t h e  
c h a i n  o f  command o f  what i s  now commonly r e f e r r e d  t o  a s  t h e  

- My L a i  i n c i d e n t  o f  16 March 1968,  and 

( 2 )  p o s s i b l e  suppres s ion  o r  w i thho ld ing  o f  i n f o r ­
mation by anyone concerning t h i s  i n c i d e n t .  

Th i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  i s  n o t  be ing  conducted t o  i n ­
v e s t i g a t e  a l l  t h e  f a c t s  and c i rcumstances  o f  what happened a t  
My L a i .  I t  i s  d i r e c t e d  a t  t h o s e  s p e c i f i c  purposes  which I 
have j u s t  mentioned. Do you have any q u e s t i o n s  on t h a t ?  

A. No, sir.  

Q You should  know t h a t  I have had made a v a i l a b l e  t o  
me a l l  of  t h e  tes t imony which has  been given by p r i o r  i nves ­
t i g a t i o n s  which I can use  i n  t h e  conduct  o f  t h i s  i n v e s t i g a ­
t i o n .  Your tes t imony t h i s  morning w i l l  be t aken  under o a t h .  
A verba t im t r a n s c r i p t  i s  be ing  prepared .  A t a p e  r e c o r d i n g  
i s  a l s o  be ing  p repa red  i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  verbati'm n o t e s  
which a r e  b e i n g  t aken  by t h e  r e p o r t e r .  
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Although t h e  g e n e r a l  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  o f  t h e  r e p o r t  
w i l l  be c o n f i d e n t i a l ,  i t  i s  p o s s i b l e  t h a t  your  t es t imony,  o r  
a t  l e a s t  p a r t s  o f  it, may l a t e r  become a matter of  p u b l i c  
knowledge. 

Aside from myself h e r e  t h i s  morning, I have on my 
r i g h t ,  M r .  MACCRATE. M r .  BWCCRATE i s  a c i v i l i a n  lawyer who 
has  vo lun tee red  h i s  s e r v i c e s  a t  t h e  r e q u e s t  o f  t h e  S e c r e t a r y  
o f  t h e  Army t o  assist  me i n  s e r v i n g  as t h e  l e g a l  counse l ,  and 
he may a l s o  d i r e c t  q u e s t i o n s  t o  you t h i s  morning. You are 
o rde red  n o t  t o  d i s c u s s  your  tes t imony i n  t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  
wi th  o t h e r s ,  i n c l u d i n g  o t h e r  w i t n e s s e s  f o r  t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  
excep t  i n  t h e  performance o f  o f f i c i a l  du ty  a s  you may be 
r e q u i r e d  t o  do s o  b e f o r e  a competent j u d i c i a l ,  l e g i s l a t i v e  
o r  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  body. Have you been c i t e d  i n  any way i n  
t h e  c o u r t - m a r t i a l  ca se  o f  United S t a t e s  v. Ca l l ey?

-

A. No, s ir .  

Q. Well,  I unders tand  t h a t  you w e r e  n o t ,  b u t  i f  i n  any 
way you do become involved  i n  t h a t ,  what you a r e  s a y i n g  h e r e  
w i l l  no way change t h e  a p p l i c a b i l i t y  o f  t h a t  o r d e r .  Before  
we proceed,  do you have any q u e s t i o n s  concerning t h e  i n v e s t i -  
g a t i o n  i t s e l f ?  

A. No, s ir .  

RCDR : I am Commander DAVIS. . A t  t h i s  p o i n t  i n  t h e  i nves -  
t i g a t i o n  we have no reason  t o  s u s p e c t  you o f  anyth ing .  How­
e v e r ,  i f  d u r i n g  t h e  cou r se  o f  i n q u i r y  you happen t o  g ive  some 
evidence t h a t  would g i v e  grounds f o r  s u s p i c i o n ,  I w i l l  i n t e r ­
r u p t  t o  a d v i s e  you of  your  r i g h t s  as may be a p p l i c a b l e ,  b u t  
i n  t h e  meantime it i s  a f a i r l y  i n fo rma l  q u e s t i o n  and answer 
s e s s i o n  and you are p r i m a r i l y  asked t o  g i v e  i n fo rma t ion .  

10: M r .  GRAY, what was your  du ty  on 16 March 1968? 

A. S i r ,  I b e l i e v e  I was on l e a v e  a f t e r  complet ing 
f l i g h t  s choo l  p r i o r  t o  coming t o  Vietnam. I was a s s igned  
e n  r o u t e  t o  Vietnam. I d i d n ' t  a r r i v e  i n  coun t ry  u n t i l  27 
March 1968. I was on o r d e r s  f o r  Vietnam, on l e a v e ,  and I 
d i d n ' t  a r r i v e  i n  Vietnam u n t i l  27 o r  28 March 1968. 

Q - On what d a t e  d i d  you j o i n  t h e  u n i t  h e r e  i n  Chu 
La i?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r ,  I jo ined  on 31 March. I w a s  a s s igned  
t o  B Company, 123d Avia t ion  B a t t a l i o n .  
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Q- Since the  My Lai i n c i d e n t  broke i n  t h e  p r e s s ,  and 
on t e l e v i s i o n ,  and i n  the  news media towards t h e  end of Sep­
tember and October, have you t a l k e d  t o  anybody about t h i s  
i n c i d e n t ,  anyone who had been connected wi th  t h e  opera t ion  
i t s e l f ?  

A. No, s i r .  I have n o t  t a l k e d  t o  anybody connected 
w i t h  i t .  

Q- So you weren ' t  h e r e  when t h e  i n c i d e n t  i t s e l f  took 
p lace?  

A .  Not on t h e  s a i d  d a t e ,  no. 

Q A f t e r  t h a t  t ime,  d i d  you e v e r  h e a r  t h a t  an inves ­
t i g a t i o n  was under way t o  determine what happened a t  My Lai 
( 4 )  ? 

A - No, s i r .  I had no knowledge of  any i n v e s t i g a t i o n  
t ak ing  p lace  a t  t h a t  time. 

Q. Did you e v e r  h e a r  of any o rde r s  be ing  given t o  your 
company t o  t h e  e f f e c t  t h a t  an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  i s  under way and 
t h e r e f o r e  you should keep q u i e t  and l e t  t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  
b r i n g  o u t  the  f a c t s ?  

A. That ' s  negat ive .  Like I s a i d ,  noth ing  was brought 
ou t  about t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  o r  about any massacre of any k ind .  

Q- I ' m  no t  n e c e s s a r i l y  r e f e r r i n g  t o  a massacre. I ' m  
xe fe r ing  t o  any i n s t r u c t i o n s  t h a t  you rece ived ,  n o t  necessar ­
i l y  concerning a massacre, b u t  whether people were t o l d  t o  
keep q u i e t  about i t  because i t  was being i n v e s t i g a t e d .  

A. No, s i r .  There was nothing s a i d  about any i n v e s t i ­
g a t i o n  of any type.  

Q *  You're a f l i g h t  o f f i c e r ,  and you s i t  around t h e  
b a r s  i n  the  evening when you a r e  ' through du ty ,  and do what 
people normally do. Was t h e r e  any t a l k i n g ,  o r  any rumors 
going on w i t h i n  t h e  u n i t  concerning what happened down t h e r e  
a t  My Lai  ( 4 )  on t h e  16th? 

A .  No, s i r .  There were many t h i n g s  s a i d  about t h a t  
e n t i r e  a r e a ,  b u t  no t h i n g  about any p a r t i c u l a r  v i l l a g e .  

Q- -You d i d n ' t  h e a r  any of t h e  p i l o t s  o r  t h e  crewman 
t a l k  about what they had seen and what they had observed t h a t  
day ? 
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A. No, s i r ,  n o t  t h a t  I can r e c a l l .  

& There wasn ' t  anything t h a t  you saw t h a t  might 
have a f f e c t e d  t h e  a t t i t u d e  o r  t h e  morale of t h e  people i n  
the  u n i t ?  

A. T h a t ' s  nega t ive ,  sir. 

MR MACCRATE: Were you aware of any antagonism between any 
i n £an t ry  u n i t  and your aero-scout u n i t ?  

A.  Do you mean o v e r a l l ,  o r  a t  any p a r t i c u l a r  t ime? 

Q Well, e i t h e r  o v e r a l l  o r  around t h e  t ime of your 
a r r i v a l ?  

A .  No, s i r ,  n o t  antagonism. J u s t  t h e  normal t h i n g s  
on the  r a d i o ,  on procedures ,  l i k e  a mix-up, and people get ­
t i n g  alarmed. Nothing a n t a g o n i s t i c .  

Q You never heard  any complaints about any a c t i o n  
taken by t h e  o f f i c e r s  of your u n i t  wi th  r e s p e c t  t o  any con­
duct  of t h e  i n f a n t r y ?  

A. S i r ,  t h e r e  was one p a r t i c u l a r  t ime.  I b e l i e v e .  
I t  was t h e  l a t t e r  p a r t  of A p r i l ,  we were ou t  t h e r e  perform­
i n g  an i n i t i a l  reconnaissance i n  the  same a r e a ,  working wi th  
the  u n i t .  There was something s a i d  across  t h e  r a d i o  by a 
p a r t i c u l a r  f l i g h t  observa t ion  h e l i c o p t e r  p i l o t .  He s a i d  t h e  
i n f a n t r y  was shoot ing where he d i d n ' t  want them t o  shoot .  
There were c i v i l i a n s  t h e r e .  He asked our  l e a d  i f  he could 
c a l l  the  i n f a n t r y  and ask them t o  s t o p  reconning by f i r e  i n  
t h a t  d i r e c t i o n  because t h e r e  were women and c h i l d r e n  t h a t  he 
could s e e .  Like I say ,  t h i s  was t h e  l a t t e r  p a r t  of Apr i l .  

Q Would you t e l l  us about t h a t  even t?  

A .  IJe l l ,  s i r ,  M r  THOMPSON was a LOH p i l o t  a t  t h e  time 
and he was t a l k i n g  t o  our  l ead  who was M r .  BAKER. H e  s a i d  t h e  
i n f a n t r y ,  I f o r g o t  what u n i t  i t  was, has  reconning by f i r e  i n  
a d i r e c t i o n  t h a t  would be de t r imen ta l  t o  c i v i l i a n  women and 
ch i ld ren .  He asked i f  he could have t h e  f i r e  ceased i n  t h a t  
d i r e c t i o n .  Apparently i t  wasn 't stopped f a s t  enough. M r .  
THOMPSON flew over by t h e  c i v i l i a n s  and huddled around them 
then ,  s o  t h e  f o r c e  would be c u t  o f f  o r  he 'd g e t  h i t  a l s o ,  and 
they stopped f i r i n g  a f t e r  t h a t .  

Q Can you f i x  t h e  approximate d a t e  of t h a t  event  and 
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i t s  l o c a t i o n ?  Do you have any r e c o l l e c t i o n  of t h e  a rea  i n  
which t h e  opera t ion  was proceeding? 

A. W e l l ,  i t  was i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  of what w e  r e f e r r e d  
t o  cons tan t ly  a s  P i n k v i l l e .  There were no v i l l a g e  names w e  
e v e r  used. It was j u s t  l i k e  an a r e a  i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  of Pink­
v i l l e ,  and as  f a r  a s  t h e  d a t e ,  I ' m  n o t  s u r e  i f  it was t h e  
l a t t e r  p a r t  of  Apr i l  o r  e a r l y  May. Like I s a i d ,  I d i d n ' t  
a r r i v e  a t  the  company u n t i l  2 5  March and I d i d n ' t  s t a r t  f ly­
i n g  wi th  them u n t i l  Apr i l .  I r e a l l y  c o u l d n ' t  say  what month 
i t  was. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  t h e  u n i t  we were working wi th  e i t h e r .  

Q. Would you r e c a l l  which u n i t s  you d i d  work with 
dur ing  t h a t  t ime,  a f t e r  your a r r i v a l  i n  country? 

A. We were working f o r  t h e  198th and 1 1 t h  Brigade, 
sir .  A t  t h a t  time we were working on LZ D o t t i e  which i s  due 
w e s t  of P i n k v i l l e  somewhere c l o s e .  I b e l i e v e  i t  was s t i l l  
under t h e  l l t h  Brigade c o n t r o l  a t  t h a t  t i m e ,  t h a t  i s ,  as  f a r  
a s  I can break it down. A s  f a r  a s  company and b a t t a l i o n ,  I 
r e a l l y  c o u l d n ' t  t e l l  you. 

Q Do you remember any comment on t h a t  even t  af terwards 
a t  LZ Dot t i e  o r  back a t  Chu La i?  

A. The only t h i n g  s a i d  was t h a t  M r .  THOMPSON was upse t  
wi th  i t .  He had a l ready had some K I A ' s ,  b u t  they  were evad­
ing .  He was upse t  t h a t  t h e  i n f a n t r y  d i d n ' t  cease f i r e  as . 

soon as  he thought they should--I d o n ' t  know i f  anybody was 
h i t .  He d idn '  t say anybody was hi t - -but  he s a i d  L\e f i r e  was 
d i r e c t e d  toward t h e  women and ch i ld ren .  A s  f a r  a s  anything
being  s a i d  a t  t h a t  t ime,  I d o n ' t  remember. 

Q - Was t h e r e  any re fe rence  a t  t h a t  t ime t o  t h e  f a c t  
t h a t  M r .  THOMPSON made an e a r l i e r  complaint of t h e  same s o r t ?  

A. NO,  s ir ,  n o t  t h a t  I can r e c a l l .  

Q- Do you have any r e c o l l e c t i o n  of any s i m i l a r  even t s  
o r  any f u r t h e r  d i scuss ion  of  t h a t  even t  which you h a v e n ' t  t o l d  
us ? 

A. No, sir. 

10: Let.'s t r y  t o  f i x  t h i s  d a t e  on t h i s  a l i t t l e  b i t .  
I ' m  n o t  saying we want a p r e c i s e  d a t e .  Was t h i s  about the  
middle of A p r i l ,  end o f  Apr i l  o r  what p a r t  of A p r i l  was it, 
M r .  GRAY? 

(GRAY 5 APP T-98 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 
 


A .  I t  was e i t h e r  t h e  l a s t  p a r t  of A p r i l  o r  t h e  e a r l y  
p a r t  of May. 

Q - It was about a  month a f t e r  you had a r r i v e d ,  rough- 
l y ?  It w a s n ' t  dur ing  t h e  very e a r l y  p a r t  of Apr i l ?  

A.  No, s i r .  

RCD R : When you a r r i v e d  a t  your company a t  t h e  123d, d i d  
you go through t h e  t r a n s i t i o n a l  t r a i n i n g  p e r i o d ,  o r  i n d o c t r i ­
n a t i o n a l  t r a i n i n g ?  

A. We had what was c a l l e d  an in-country o r i e n t a t i o n  
check r i d e  t o  g e t  f a m i l i a r  wi th  the a i r c r a f t ,  s i n c e  you h a d n ' t  
flown anywhere from 40  t o  50 days. You go back through the 
procedures of f l y i n g  and t r a f f i c  p a t t e r n s  and a l i t t l e  b i t  of 
t h e  area .  F l i g h t  o r i e n t a t i o n ,  i t  i s  nothing l i k e  w e  have i n  
combat, sir. 

How long d i d  t h i s  in-country o r i e n t a t i o n  take?  

A. About an hour and a h a l f .  

Q. I t  was j u s t  a  s ingle- -  

A. ( In te rpos ing)  J u s t  a r i d e ,  and then  t h e  next  day 
we were o u t  f l y i n g  missions.  

10: Were you given any i n s t r u c t i o n s ,  M r .  GRAY, concern ­
i n g  t h e  r u l e s  of engagement? 

A. Yes, s ir .  That was p a r t  of t h e  in-country or ien ­
t a t i o n  r i d e ;  go over  t h e  a r e a ,  try and b r i e f  you over  some o f  
t h e  L Z ' s ,  and e s p e c i a l l y  what w e  w e r e  doing. 

Q. Well, d i d  they t e l l  you what t a r g e t s  you could en- 
gage, under what condi t ions  you could engage t a r g e t s ,  and a l l  
of these  th ings?  In  o t h e r  words, i f  they d idn '  t g ive  you any- 
t h i n g ,  you could go around and shoot  up t h e  count rys ide  and 
t h i s  and t h a t  and t h e  o t h e r .  I t  would appear t h a t  some p l a c e  
o r  another  you would have rece ived  some i n s t r u c t i o n s  concern­
i n g  the  a e r i a l  r u l e s  of  engagement. 

A. Right ,  s i r .  I was i n  no p o s i t i o n  o f  doing t h e  
shoot ing myself .  We were b r i e f e d  on i t ,  desc r ib ing  what w e  
could engage and what we c o u l d n ' t  engage. I f  we rece ived  
f i r e ,  we could r e t u r n  f i r e ,  and even tua l ly  draf t -age  males 
t h a t  were evading when we were t r y i n g  t o  s t o p  and check I D  
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c a rds .  I f  you g o t  on t h e  ground, t a k e  c a r e  of y o u r s e l f ,  i f  
you got  s h o t  down you were on your own. They were given as  
I s t a t e d .  

Q- But as  f a r  a s  you r e c a l l  your t o t a l  per iod  of i n ­
d o c t r i n a t i o n ,  in-country i n d o c t r i n a t i o n ,  was something l e s s  ' 

t han  a day, then? 

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  I t  cons i s t ed  of opera t ions .  The opera ­
t i o n s  o f f i c e r  would b r i e f  us and o r i e n t  us  with t h e  map about 
t h e  a r e a ,  r u l e s  of engagement, and u n i t  SOP. Then you would 
go up t o  t h e  u n i t  i n s t r u c t o r  p i l o t  and g e t  your f l i g h t  or ien ­
t a t i o n .  The next  day we were f l y i n g  missions.  

Q Did any of  your personnel  a r r i v i n g  a t  t h a t  time go 
through t h e  d i v i s i o n  combat o r i e n t a t i o n  course which they have 
h e r e ?  

A. A t  t h a t  t ime,  they  d i d n ' t  have any t h a t  I know of 
because I d id  n o t  go through. I was picked up by u n i t  a t  t h e  
a i r p o r t  and taken d i r e c t l y  t o  t h e  u n i t ,  t h e  123d. Then I was 
f u r t h e r  assigned t o  B Comwany of  t h e  123d Aviat ion B a t t a l i o n .  
There was no t r a i n i n g  given such a s  now. When I re turned  this 
t ime,  I had t o  go t o  t h e  combat c e n t e r  h e r e ,  Divis ion Combat 
Center ,  4 days I b e l i e v e ,  f o r  review and o r i e n t a t i o n ,  brought 
up t o  d a t e  and s o  on. 

Q. Let  me ask you, how, long d i d  you s e r v e  h e r e ,  f i r s t  
t ou r?  

A. I was h e r e  6 months, s i r .  

Q S i x  months? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. And then  where d i d  you go? 

A. I was medically evacuated t o  Japan and from Japan 
back t o  F o r t  Devens, Massachusetts. I g o t  o u t  of t h e  h o s p i t a l  
i n  December 1968, and was f u r t h e r  assigned t o  F o r t  Knox, ken tuck^ 
I volunteered  t o  come back t o  Vietnam t o  t h e  same u n i t .  They 
gave me TDY e n  r o u t e  a t  For t  Rucker, Alabama. I went through 
t h e  i n s t r u c t o r  p i l o t  course f o r  gunnery t r a i n i n g ,  UII-1C's  and 
B s s ,  t h e n  they assigned m e  back t o  Vietnam. 

& When d i d  you a r r i v e  back i n  country? 

A. On 15  Apr i l .  

( GRAY) 7 APP T-98 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 
 


Q. You 've g o t  about another  9  months of du ty ,  then ,  
roughly. 

A.  Well, I ' v e  g o t  1 4  now incount ry ,  I ' v e  g o t  about 
t h r e e  and a  h a l f  l e f t .  

MR MACCRATE: M r .  GRAY, i n  your a d d i t i o n a l  t o u r ,  have you en- 
countered anything of  t h i s  c h a r a c t e r  aga in ,  where t h e r e  has  
been f i r i n g  i n  t h e  d i r e c t i o n  of  c i v i l i a n s  where any members 
of your u n i t  f e l t  i t  necessary t o  in te rcede?  

A. Yes, sir.  In  t h e  combat environment, being i n  a 
h e l i c o p t e r ,  we have a  d i s t i n c t  advantage over  t h e  l a r g e  a r e a  
t h a t  we can s e e .  We suppor t  t h e  ground u n i t .  W e  d i r e c t  them 
on t r a i l s ,  t h e  b e t t e r  p a r t  of  t h e  t r a i l  t o  walk through. I n  
such cases  t h a t  we have t o ,  it i s  i n e v i t a b l e  t h a t  recon by 
f i r e  i s  done as  long as  i t ' s  c l e a r .  They c a n ' t  s e e  e x a c t l y  
what ' s  i n  f r o n t  of them, b u t  t h e  recon by f i r e  is  moving 
through t r e e  l i n e s ,  brush and what have you. Every now and 
then  t h e r e  might be a  v i l l a g e  o r  something they a r e  headed 
f o r  and t h e  f i r e  may be going i n  t h a t  d i r e c t i o n .  Our people 
may see  c i v i l i a n s  i n  t h e r e ,  and we j u s t  c a l l  and l e t  them 
know t h a t  t h e r e  a r e  c i v i l i a n s  t h e r e  and they w i l l  want t o  
s t o p  t h e  recon f i r e .  We '11 go wi th  LOH over  t h e  v i l l a g e  and 
i f  t h e r e  a r e  no males t h e r e ,  and w e  d o n ' t  r e c e i v e  any f i r e ,  
then they have no need t o  f i r e  i n  t h a t  d i r e c t i o n .  W e  have 
no problems, t h a t  i s ,  i f  they comply r e a d i l y .  

Q. This i s  t h e  procedure you g e n e r a l l y  followed? 

A. Yes, s i r .  We have many th ings  a s  t h e  aero-scout 
company. Not only do we have our f i r e  power, b u t  w e  have o u r  
f l i g h t  observa t ion  h e l i c o p t e r  looking beyond t h e  i n f a n t r y ,  
checking f o r  booby t r a p s ,  ambushes and v i l l a g e s  t h a t  they  
might be a b l e  t o  handle.  Give them an e s t i m a t e  of  e x a c t l y  
what 's  t h e r e  s o  t h a t  they have a l i t t l e  b i t  of  knowledge be- 
f o r e  they move f a r t h e r  i n t o  t h e  a rea .  I f  t h e r e  a r e  c i v i l i a n s ,  
we w i l l  l e t  them know. And t h i s  t o u r  w e  have had no problem. 

I0: We have nothing f u r t h e r  t o  ask of you M r .  GRAY. I 
would aslc you t h a t  i f  anything does come t o  mind, t h a t  you 
t h i n k  might be h e l p f u l  i n  t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  I ' d  l i k e  you t o  
come back and g e t  i n  touch wi th  us. For example, i f  vou, 
subsequent t o  t h i s  t ime,  r e c a l l  any t a l k i n g  t h a t  has  been 
so ing  on i n  t h e  country o r  anything t h a t  has  been s a i d  i n  
terms of o rde r s  and s o  f o r t h  o r  anything about an i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  
t h a t  I would l i k e  t o  know. 

(The hea r ing  recessed  a t  0835 hours ,  2 January 1970.1 
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SUMMARY OF TESTIMONY 
 

WITNESS : GUALTIER, Joseph CW2 

DATE OF TESTIMONY: 16 January  1970 

PLACE OF TESTIMONY: Pentagon 

WITNESS SUSPECTED OF: N/A 

COUNSEL: None 

DUTY ASSIGNMENT ON 1 6  MARCH 1968: Scout  S e c t i o n ,  B Company, 
123d Avia t ion  B a t t a l i o n .  

1. THOMPSON'S RECOUNT OF ACTIONS AT MY LAI. 

The w i t n e s s  d i d  n o t  f l y  on 16 March, b u t  was a c l o s e  
f r i e n d  and roommate of  Warrant O f f i c e r  THOMPSON (pg. 3 ) .  
THOMPSON t o l d  GUALTIER t h a t  he had flown cover  f o r  ground 
f o r c e s  a t  My Lai  and had seen  them shoo t  c i v i l i a n s  (pg. 4 )  . 
THOMPSON landed and spoke wi th  a l i e u t e n a n t  o r  s e r g e a n t  on 
t h e  ground (pg. 4 ) .  S ince  THOMPSON d i d  n o t  g e t  a f a v o r a b l e  
response  from t h i s  person he t o l d  h i s  doorgunner t o  
"cover  him" (which GUALTIER assumed meant from t h e  Americans 
s i n c e  t h e r e  were no VC around (pg.  5 ) )  w h i l e  THOMPSON went 
t o  a cave o r  hootch t o  h e l p  t h e  c i v i l i a n s  (pg. 4 ) .  THOMPSON 
c a l l e d  i n  gunships  t o  t a k e  t h e  people  o u t  and medevac'd 
a c h i l d  (pg.  4 ) .  Although THOMPSON d i d  n o t  mention a 
number, GUALTIER ob ta ined  t h e  impress ion  t h a t  THOMPSON saw 
over  100 b o d i e s ,  many of  which were women and c h i l d r e n  
(pgs .  5 ,  6 ,  9 ) .  One of t h e  crew, perhaps  THOMPSON, t o l d  
t h e  w i t n e s s  o f  s e e i n g  a d i t c h  f u l l  of bod ies  (pg.  8 ) .  He 
d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  h e a r i n g  o f  a c a p t a i n  s h o o t i n g  a woman o r  a 
s e r g e a n t  f i r i n g  i n t o  a d i t c h  (pgs .  8 ,  9 )  . THOMPSON was 
ext remely  u p s e t  about  what he had seen  (pgs .  6 ,  11, 1 2 ) .  
The o t h e r  members of  t h e  crew were a l s o  u p s e t  and t h e  
i n c i d e n t  was a t o p i c  o f  c o n v e r s a t i o n  on t h e  n i g h t  of  t h e  
16 th  among t h o s e  who had p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  
(pgs .  8, 1 2 )  
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2 .  GUALTIER ' s  KNOWLEDGE O F  AN INVESTIGATION. 

THOMPSON wanted t h e  m a t t e r  i n v e s t i g a t e d  and spoke 
t o  Major WATKE about  it (pg. 7 ) .  H e  b e l i e v e d  THOMPSON 
probably t o l d  WATKE e x a c t l y  what THOMPSON had t o l d  him 
(pgs:  7 ,  8 ) .  S e v e r a l  days a f t e r  t h e  i n c i d e n t  THOMPSON, 
S p e c i a l i s t  COLBURN, and a few o t h e r  members o f  t h e  crew 
were c a l l e d  t o  h e a d q u a r t e r s  i n  r e l a t i o n  t o  t h e  a f f a i r  
(pg.  9 ) .  He d id  n o t  know t o  whom they  spoke,  b u t  d id  n o t  
t h i n k  sworn tes t imony was taken (pgs. 1 0 ,  1 4 )  . THOMPSON 
was s t i l l  u p s e t  about  t h e  m a t t e r .  GUALTIER had a vague 
r e c o l l e c t i o n  of  WATKE g e t t i n g  t h e  company t o g e t h e r  
and ask ing  t h a t  rumors be s topped pend ins  an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  
(pgs .  13 ,  1 4 ) .  He d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  a c o n g r a t u l a t o r y  
message from General  WESTMORELAND (pg. 1 4 )  . L a t e r ,  
GUALTIER heard  t h a t  t h o s e  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  My Lai  had been 
r e l i e v e d  o f  t h e i r  command and t h a t  f u r t h e r  a c t i o n  was 
pending (pgs .  11, 1 4 )  . 
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1970.) 
(The hear ing  reconvened a t  1821 hours ,  16 January 

MR WEST: The hear ing  w i l l  come t o  o rde r .  

RCDR: 
FRANKLIN, 

The fol lowing per 
and MAJ COOP. 

sons are p resen t :  MR WEST, COL 

The next  wi tness  is CW2 Joseph M.  GUALTIER. 

(MR GUALTIER was c a l l e d  a s  a  wi tness ,  was sworn, 
and he t e s t i f i e d  a s  follows : )  

M r .  GUALTIER, would you s t a t e  your f u l l  name, grade,  
S o c i a l  S e c u r i t y  number, branch of s e r v i c e ,  o rgan iza t ion  and 
s t a t i o n ?  

A. Joseph M .  GUALTIER. CW2, 191-38-7658, United S t a t e s  
Army, United S t a t e s  Army Hosp i t a l ,  F o r t  S tewar t ,  Georgia. 

MR WEST: M r .  GUALTIER, be fo re  w e  g e t  i n t o  any ques t ions  I 
would l i k e  t o  t e l l  you something about t h e  n a t u r e  and pur- 
pose of t h i s  inqu i ry .  

The i n v e s t i g a t i o n  was d i r e c t e d  j o i n t l y  by t h e  Sec- 
r e t a r y  of t h e  Army and t h e  Chief of S t a f f  of t h e  Uni.ted S t a t e s  
Army f o r  t h e  purpose of determining f a c t s  and making f ind ings  
and recommendations concerning: 

(1) t h e  adequacy of p r i o r  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  i n t o  what 
i s  now commonly r e f e r r e d  t o  a s  t h e  My La i  ( 4 )  i n c i d e n t  of 16 
March 1968, and 

( 2 )  t h e  p o s s i b l e  suppress ion  o r  withholding of 
information by any person who had a duty t o  r e p o r t  and t o  
f u r n i s h  information concerning t h i s  i n c i d e n t .  I n  o t h e r  
words, whether t h e r e  was a coverup. 

W e  a r e  n o t  i n q u i r i n g  i n t o  a l l  t h e  f a c t s  and circum- 
s t a n c e s  of what happened a t  My La i  ( 4 ) . ,  f o r  we a r e  no t  d i ­
r e c t l y  concerned w i t h  whether anyone committed a c r imina l  
o f fense  t h e r e  t h a t  day. 

W e  have had made a v a i l a b l e  t o  us and have review- 
ed p r i o r  o f f i c i a l  s ta tements  p e r t a i n i n g  t o  o t h e r  inves t iga -  
t i o n s  of t h e  My Lai  ( 4 )  i n c i d e n t .  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l ,  however, 
t h a t  you made any p r i o r  s ta tements .  
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Your testimony w i l l  be  taken under oa th .  A 
verbatim t r a n s c r i p t  w i l l  be prepared. A t ape  recording  
i s  being made i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  verbatim notes  being 
taken by t h e  r e p o r t e r .  

Although t h e  genera l  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  of t h e  re­
p o r t  w i l l  be c o n f i d e n t i a l ,  it i s  p o s s i b l e  t h a t  t h e  t e s t i ­
mony, o r  p a r t s  of it, may l a t e r  become a ma t t e r  of pub­
l i c  knowledge. 

You a r e  d i r e c t e d  n o t  t o  d i scuss  your testimony 
wi th  o t h e r  persons ,  inc lud ing  o t h e r  wi tnesses  i n  t h i s  in ­
v e s t i g a t i o n ,  except  i n  t h e  course of o f f i c i a l  d u t i e s  o r  a s  
you may be requ i red  t o  do be fo re  a competent j u d i c i a l ,  
a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  o r  l e g i s l a t i v e  body. For example, t h e r e  i s  
t h e  subcommittee of t h e  House Armed Services  Committee 
which i s  i n q u i r i n g  i n t o  t h e  My L a i  ( 4 )  i n c i d e n t .  They a r e  
t ak ing  testimony from w i t n e s s ,  and some of t h e  previous 
wi tnesses  have appeared over  t h e r e .  So when we d i r e c t  you 
n o t  t o  d i scuss  your tes t imony,  t h i s  d o e s n ' t  apply t o  t h a t  
body, t h e  subcommittee of t h e  House. 

Have you rece ived  an o rde r  from t h e  m i l i t a r y  judge 
i n  t h e  case  of t h e  United S t a t e s  v.  Ca l l ey ,  o r  t h e  United 
S t a t e s  v. Mi tche l l ?  

A. NO,  sir. 

MR WEST: Colonel F R A N K L I N ,  w i l l  you l ead  t h e  i n t e r r o g a t i o n ,  
p lease?  

COL FRANKLIN: Yes, s ir .  What were you m i l i t a r y  d u t i e s  on 
1 6  March 1968, M r .  GUALTIER? 

A. I was assigned t o  t h e  s c o u t  s e c t i o n  of B Company, 
123d Aviat ion B a t t a l i o n .  My d u t i e s  were mainly low-level 
reconnaissance.  

Q When d id  you g e t  t o  Vietnam? 

A .  I g o t  t o  Vietnam i n  t h e  beginning of September 
1967. 

9 And when d i d  you come home? 

A.  I .came home from Vietnam a t  t h e  end of August 1968. 
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Q-	 You s p e n t  one year  i n  Vietnam? 

A. 	 Y e s ,  sir. 

Q- Now during t h i s  per iod  of t i m e ,  how long were 
you wi th  t h e  aero-scout company? 

A. I' was wi th  t h e  aero-scout company from t h e  end 
of February 1968 u n t i l  I l e f t  Vietnam. 

Q= 	 Your d u t i e s  then,  you flew a scou t  LOH? 

Yes, sir.  
.* 

What type  a i r c r a f t  d i d  you f l y ?  

OH-23, G model. 

Q. 	 Did you f l y  t h e  OH-6? 

A.  I w a s  t r a n s i t i o n e d  i n t o  t h e  OH-6, b u t  I never 
d i d  f l y  it on a mission. 

Q - Do you remember when you were t r a n s i t i o n e d ,  t h e  
da te?  

A. Yes, sir.  I c a n ' t  remember t h e  exac t  d a t e ,  b u t  it 
was t h e  beginning of 1968. 

Q- Did you go wi th  Major SABRE t o  g e t  t r a n s i t i o n e d  
a t  Vung Tau? 

A.  Y e s ,  sir. I d id .  
  

Q .Did you f l y  on 16 March 1968? 
 
t 

A. 	 No, sir. I d i d  not .  

Q. You were a roommate and c l o s e  f r i e n d  of Warrant 
O f f i c e r  Hugh THOMPSON, were you not? 

A. 	 Y e s  sir. T h a t ' s  c o r r e c t .  

Q. Did M r .  THOMPSON ever  t a l k  t o  you about 1 6  March, 
about My La i  ( 4 ) ?  
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A.  Yes, sir.  The end of--the day he came back from 
t h e  mission was t h e  f i r s t  I heard of it. I heard from him 
and o t h e r  crew members who were on t h a t  mission. 

Q Would you j u s t  t e l l  us what they  t o l d  you, and 
who t o l d  you what? A l l  t h e  th ings  t h a t  you heard on 16 March, 
a t  t h e  end of t h e  mission. Was it around noon? 

A. No, sir. I t  was i n  t h e  evening when-­

Q .  ( In te rpos ing)  You s t a t e d  a t  Chu Lai--you w e r e  
down a t  Chu Lai?  

A .  Right . 
Q Okay, what d id  you hear?  

A .  Well, I heard  from M r .  THOMPSON f i r s t  of a l l ,  and 
he  t o l d  m e  they  were f l y i n g  cover f o r  t h e s e  ground f o r c e s  i n  
t h e  My La i  ( 4 )  a rea .  H e  s a i d  a s  he was d i r e c t i n g  t h e  i n f a n t r y  
towards where he saw c i v i l i a n s  o r  where they  ran  i n t o  c i v i ­
l i a n s ,  he s a i d  they were shoot ing  them and t h i s  d i s t u r b e d  him 
very much. He t o l d  me h e ' d  landed and he t a l k e d  t o  someone 
on t h e  ground, and it was e i t h e r  a l i e u t e n a n t  o r  a s e r g e a n t ,  
I c a n ' t  remember, and he  d i d n ' t  g e t  any r e a l  response from 
them as  t o  what was going on t h e r e .  ~ i s o ,he t o l d  me he med­
evac 'd  a c h i l d ,  and he c a l l e d  f o r  gunships t o  come down and 
land and h e l p  medevac o t h e r  people t h a t  he found. T h a t ' s  
about it and a f t e r  tha t - ­

Q - ( In te rpos ing)  Well, d id  he t a l k  t o  you about 
having h i s  crew ch ie f  and gunner cover him? 

A .  T h a t ' s  r i g h t ,  s ir .  He s a i d  he g o t  o u t  of t h e  
h e l i c o p t e r ,  and he went i n  and go t  them o u t  of a cave o r  
hootch o r  something l i k e  t h i s .  While he d i d  t h i s  I - h e a r d  
t h a t  he t o l d  h i s  gunners t o  cover him. 

Q. You heard it from whom? 

A.  I r e a l l y  c a n ' t  say now, s i n c e  i t ' s  been s o  long,  
whether he  t o l d  me himself o r  maybe h i s  gunners o r  one of t h e  
o t h e r  people t h a t  was on t h e  mission. 

Q - What d id  "cover him" mean t o  you? 
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A. That meant that--my interpretation would be that 
 
if anybody tried to stop him or injure him in any way, that 
 
they were supposed to help him as best as they ccxld. 
 

Q Open fire? 
 

A. That's....(Witness indicates puzzlement.) 
 
Q Okay, if that's not what it meant to you, how 

could they help him? 
 

A. That's how I did take it, but I really can't say 
 
if that's how he meant it. 
 

Q- Was he talking now about the VC or the Americans? 
 

A. He was talking about the Americans. I don't think 
 
there were any VC in the area at that time. 
 

Q. Did Mr. THOMPSON talk to you about seeing a lot 
 
of bodies? 
 

A. Yes, sir. He did. 
 

Q. What did he say? 
 

A. He said there were bodies all over the area. He 
 
didn't give me any count or anything like this and tell me 
 
how many, he just said: "They went through the village shoot­
 
ing people, there were many bodies." 
 

Q. He did say they went through the village shooting
 
people? 
 

A. Yes, sir. 
 

Q. Is Mr. THOMPSON a friend of yours? 
 

A. Yes, sir. 
 

Q - First of all, I would like to assure you that 
 
neither you nor Mr. THOMPSON are suspected of anything Mr. 
 
GUALTIER. It's quite the contrary. We're not investigating 
 
Mr. THOMPSON by a long shot. What was his mental state, Mr. 
 
THOMPSON'S, when he was telling you these things? 
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A.  When he f i r s t  go t  back from t h e  mission he w a s  
very upse t ,  and I asked him what happened. A t  f i r s t  I 
thought one of our  a i r c r a f t  had been s h o t  down and we l o s t  
somebody. The f i r s t  th ing  I remember him doing i s  l eav ing  
t h e  hootch a f t e r  he came back wi th  h i s  equipment on. I be­
l i e v e  t h e  f i r s t  person who t o l d  me about it--it wasn ' t  M r .  
THOMPSON--who gave me a genera l  idea .  Then he came back and 
I t a lked  t o  him. 

Q - Was t h i s  r e a l l y  on h i s  mind? 

A .  Y e s ,  sir.  Very much so.  

Q What impression d id  you have a f t e r  a l l  t h e s e  
th ings  he thought t h a t  had been done a t  My Lai  ( 4 ) ?  What was 
your impression of what had happened then? 

A. Well, my f i r s t  impression then  w a s  I found it 
hard t o  b e l i e v e  t h a t  t h i s  would happen t h e  way he descr ibed  
it t o  me. I thought t h a t  he d i d n ' t  know a l l  the  circumstances,  
be ing  i n  t h e  a i r c r a f t  wi th  t h e  t roops  on t h e  ground. Some­
t imes i t ' s  hard t o  know exac t ly  what ' s  going on. This  was my 
f i r s t  impression. 

Q. Did you ever  change t h a t  impression? 

A .  Yes, s ir .  The more I t a l k e d  t o  him, and t h e  more 
I t a lked  t o . o t h e r  people ,  my impression was changed. I s t i l l  
b e l i e v e  t h a t  t h e r e  might have been o t h e r  c ircumstances,  b u t  
t h e  e x t e n t  was--and a l s o ,  I d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  they  rece ived  any 
f i r e ,  i f  they  d i d ,  it was very l i t t l e  f o r  t h e  amount of people 
k i l l e d ,  I c a n ' t  s e e  how t h a t  many people could have been 
k i l l e d  wi th  t h e  l i t t l e  f i r e  r ece ived ,  o r  none a t  a l l .  

Q. Did he use any words', i i k e  murder, o r  k i l l i n g ,  o r  
massacre? 

A. I c a n ' t  r e a l l y  r e c a l l  r i g h t  now. 

Q. Did he t a l k  about women and c h i l d r e n  be ing  k i l l e d ?  

A.  Yes, s i r .  He d id .  

Q .  Who e l s e  d i d  you t a l k  t o  about t h i s ?  
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A .  I c a n ' t  remember any o t h e r  i n d i v i d u a l .  I remem­
be r  M r .  THOMPSON, because he was upse t  and he was t h e  one who 
pe r sona l ly  went up. He wanted our company t o  do something t o  
look i n t o  it and s e e  what exac t ly  happened t h e r e .  There were 
o t h e r  people i n  t h e  crew I ' m  s u r e  I t a l k e d  w i t h ,  b u t  I c a n ' t  
remember t h e i r  names r i g h t  now. 

Q- How about COLBURN o r  ANDREOTTA. ANDREOTTA was 
later k i l l e d .  

A.  I remember COLBURN being on t h e  mission and I 
wasn ' t  s u r e  about ANDREOTTA, but- ­

Q. ( In te rpos ing)  You r e c a l l  any o t h e r  gunship 
p i l o t s  o r  commanders? 

A. I b e l i e v e  CW2 MILLIANS w a s  t h e  a i r c r a f t  commander 
for  one gunship,  and h e ' s  t h e  only crew member of t h e  gun- 
s h i p s  t h a t  I can remember. 

Q- M r .  THOMPSON, wanted t h e  company t o  do something 
about it. Did he  t e l l  you about anything he d i d ,  o r  wanted 
t o  do, o r  thought  should be done about i t ?  

A .  He thought it should be i n v e s t i g a t e d .  This was 
t h e  e x t e n t .  This  i s  what he wanted. He wanted it t o  be 
i n v e s t i g a t e d  t o  s e e  what was done. H e  wanted t o  f i n d  o u t  -
who was respons ib le  f o r  it. 

m 
 
Q- H e  t o l d  you t h a t ?  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

M Did he t a l k  t o  you a t  a l l  about any conversa t ion  L.L Q = 
he might have had with Major WATKE? 

A. I know he t a l k e d  t o  him, b u t  I d o n ' t  know any- 
t h i n g  about t h e  conversat ion.  

Q. H e  d i d n ' t  d i scuss  wi th  you what he t o l d  Major 
WATKE? 

A .  No, s i r .  He might have. I r e a l l y  c a n ' t  remember 
now i f  he d i d  t e l l  m e  anything,  b u t  i t ' s  nothing t h a t  s t ands  
ou t  i n  my mind i f  he d i d  t a l k  t o  me about it. 
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Q Was M r .  THOMPSON t h e  kind of a man t h a t  would 
have t o l d  Major WATKE t h e  same th ings  and i n  t h e  same manner 
t h a t  he would t e l l  you? Would he speak f rank ly  wi th  Major 
WATKE? 

A.  Yes, s ir .  I b e l i e v e  he would. 

Q.  Was t h i s  widely known i n  t h e  company, about what 
 
M r .  THOMPSON had t o  say ,  and what t h e  crew members had t o  say?  
  
Was t h i s  t a l k e d  about i n  t h e  company? 
 

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  It  was e s p e c i a l l y  t a l k e d  about  t h a t  
  
n i g h t ,  a t  l e a s t  it seems t o  me. The o t h e r  crew members who 
 
had been o u t  t h e r e ,  I d o n ' t  know, when I heard about it, I 
 
d i d  ask ques t ions  about it. So, it seems-­


Q . ( In te rpos ing)  What happened t o  t h e  ques t ions  
  
t h a t  you asked? What d i d  tha t - ­ 
  

A. ( In te rpos ing)  He t o l d  me what he had seen.  H e  
  
c o u l d n ' t  b e l i e v e  what had happened and t h i s  s o r t  of th ing .  
  
Real ly ,  t h e  only s p e c i f i c  th ings  t h a t  I can remember now is  
  
what he t o l d  me about him evacuat ing those  people and landing 
  
and t a l k i n g  t o  someone on t h e  ground. They were t h e  only 
  
spec i f i c - ­ 


Q. ( In te rpos ing)  Did he ever  t e l l  you about a cap­

t a i n  k i l l i n g  a woman? 
 

A. No, sir.  I d o n ' t  remember. 

Q. Do you remember a d i t c h  f u l l  of bodies?  

A.  Yes s i r ,  I bel ieve--I  d o n ' t  know i f  he t o l d  m e  
o r  one of t h e  c t h e r  crew members t o l d  me, b u t  I d i d  hear  of 
a d i t c h  f u l l  of bodies .  

Q. Did M r .  THOMPSON ever  g i v e  a f i g u r e  of t h e  num­
b e r  of bodies ,  o r  an es t imate?  

A .  No, s ir .  From t h e  way he t a l k e d  I was under t h e  
impression t h a t  t h e r e  were many, b u t  no numerical  f i g u r e .  

Q. Does t h i s  mean t h a t  it was l e s s  than  100 o r  more 
than  100? 

(GUALTIER) 8 APP T-169 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 
 



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 
 


A. A t  t h e  time I thought he meant about 100, I be­
l i e v e .  H e  might have given me a numerical f i g u r e ,  b u t  i f  he 
d id  I d o n ' t  remember. I was under t h e  impression t h a t  it was 
around 100--up t o  when I s t a r t e d  reading  t h e  newspapers, then  
I heard everyth ing  up t o  700, b u t  be fo re  t h a t  I was under t h e  
impression it was around 100. 

Q. Did he t a l k  about a s e r g e a n t  f i r i n g  i n t o  a d i t c h ?  

A. No, s ir .  He d i d n ' t .  

Q - I n  days t h a t  followed, d i d  t h i s  come up any more, 
o r  d i d  you hea r  anything about t h i s ,  people t a l k i n g  a b o u t z i t ?  

A. Yes, s i r .  Af te r  t h i s  happened, I d o n ' t  remember 
exac t ly  how many days a f t e r ,  b u t  M r .  THOMPSON and s e v e r a l  of 
t h e  o t h e r  crew members who were on t h a t  mission were c a l l e d  
up and--we were s t a t i o n e d  a t  LZ D o t t i e  a t  t h e  time--they were 
c a l l e d  up e i t h e r  t o  our  mobile opera t ions  o r  up on t h e  h i l l  
where t h e  o t h e r  heaequar ters  was. I t  was i n  r e l a t i o n  t o  t h i s  
i n c i d e n t .  

Q. You remember who was c a l l e d  up? 

A .  M r .  THOMPSON, I b e l i e v e ,  S p e c i a l i s t  COLBURN and 
a few o t h e r s ,  b u t  I r e a l l y  c a n ' t  remember the  names of t h e  
people t h a t  were on t h a t  mission,  s o  I c a n ' t  remember j u s t  
who e l s e  was c a l l e d  up. 

Q - Who d i d  they t a l k  t o ?  

A .  I d o n ' t  know, sir.  

Q. Did M r .  THOMPSON d i scuss  t h i s  wi th  you, whom he  
t a lked  t o ,  t h a t  n i g h t  back i n  your hootch? 

A. H e  d i d n ' t  t e l l  me who he t a l k e d  t o ,  I d o n ' t  be- 
l i e v e ,  b u t  t h i s  was t h e  f i r s t  word t h a t  I g o t ,  e i t h e r  t h i s  
day o r  t h e  fo l lowing,  I d o n ' t  know i f  he himself t o l d  me o r  
somebody e l s e ,  b u t  t h i s  was t h e  f i r s t  n o t i c e  t h a t  I had of 
t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  into--he t o l d  me someone was looking i n t o  
it. 

Q. You remember t h a t  M r .  CULVERHOUSE went up and 
t a l k e d  t o  this person? 
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A.  No, I d o n ' t ,  sir.  

Q. Did you ever  t a l k  t o  COLBURN about going up t o  
  
t a l k ?  
  

A .  No, sir. We were down a t  t h e  pad, I b e l i e v e ,  and 
t h i s  was when s e v e r a l  of t h e  crew members were c a l l e d  from t h e  
he l ipad .  This  i s  how I knew they went t o  t a l k  t o  someone. 

Q Did you know i f  anybody took them up t h e r e ?  

A .  I d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  s o ,  s i r .  Somebody j u s t  came down 
 
f o r  them and t o l d  them t o  come up t h e r e .  
  

.Q You remember i f  Major WHITE was around? 

A .  No, sir. I d o n ' t  

Q. Do you r e c a l l  t h e  name of Colonel HENDERSON a t  
  
a l l ?  
  

A .  No, sir.  

Q. Does t h a t  name mean anything t o  you? 

A .  No, sir.  

Q Did M r .  THOMPSON say anything about t a l k i n g  t o  a 
 
f u l l  colonel?  
  

A .  No, he d i d n ' t ,  s i r .  

Q. Brigade commander? 

A .  Now t h a t  you mention it, I - - rea l ly ,  I c a n ' t  say 
  
f o r  s u r e  who he t a l k e d  t o ,  b u t  I th ink  he may have t a l k e d  t o  
  
Colonel BARKER, b u t  I ' m  not  s u r e .  I r e a l l y  d o n ' t  know who he 
  
t a l k e d  t o ,  it i s  j u s t  t h a t  t h a t  rang a b e l l  f o r  a second. 
 

Q You know of anybody i n  t h a t  company t h a t  ever  
  
t a l k e d  t o  Colonel BARXER about t h i s  i n c i d e n t  s p e c i f i c a l l y ?  
  

A. No, no t  s p e c i f i c a l l y ,  n o t  t h a t  I can say  f o r  cer ­
t a i n .  

Q. A s  a p i l o t ,  d i d  you s e e  Colonel BARKER f r equen t ly 

t h e r e  a t  D o t t i e ,  a t  t h e  s t a g i n g  a r e a ?  
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A. I d i d n ' t  pe r sona l ly ,  s ir .  

Q - What were M r .  THOMPSON'S f e e l i n g s  a f t e r  see ing  
t h e  co lone l ,  i f  t h i s  was Colonel HENDERSON t h a t  he spoke with? 
What were h i s  f e e l i n g s  t h a t  n igh t?  He was upse t  t h e  n i g h t  of 
t h e  16 th ,  he  thought it should be i n v e s t i g a t e d ,  something 
should be done. Now on t h e  18th he had seen t h e  br igade  com­
mander. How d i d  he seem? 

A.  He was s t i l l  upse t  about it. H e  d i d  want t o  f i n d  
o u t  t h e  r e s u l t s  and wanted it t o  be looked i n t o .  He calmed 
down q u i t e  a b i t  s i n c e  t h e  f i r s t  n i g h t .  He was very upse t ,  I 
mean very,  and t h a t  f i r s t  n i g h t  t h a t  he came back he was s t i l l  
wanting t o  know what had happened. 

Q Did he  g ive  any impression t h a t  he thought  t h e  
mat ter  would be taken c a r e  of now, o r  d i d  he seem t o  have 
some 'doubts? 

A.  Well, r i g h t  a f t e r  he  t a l k e d  t o  him--eventually, 
I d o n ' t  know where I g o t  t h i s  impression, I c a n ' t  quote any­
body o r  anything l i k e  t h i s ,  b u t  even tua l ly  I thought  t h e  mat­
t e r  was taken c a r e  o f .  I had heard--I d o n ' t  know i f  I heard 
it a t  t h e  o f f i c e r ' s  c lub  o r  where I heard i t - - b u t  I had heard 
t h a t  people r e spons ib le  had been r e l i e v e d  of t h e i r  command 
and f u r t h e r  a c t i o n  was pending. This i s  what I heard.  I 
d o n s t  know how t r u e  t h i s  was, s i r ,  o r  anything l i k e  t h i s .  I 
guess it was a rumor, 

Q. When o r  what per iod  of t ime d i d  you hea r  t h a t ?  

A. Well, it c o u l d n ' t  have been more than  about 2 
weeks. Like I s a i d ,  I went t o  Vung Tau f o r  LOH t r a n s i t i o n  
and it was be fo re  t h a t .  

Q. Did you ever  t a l k  t o  THOMPSON about t h a t ,  t h a t  
t h e  people who were r e spons ib le  were being r e l i e v e d ?  Do you 
remember d i scuss ing  t h a t  wi th  THOMPSON? 

A. Not s p e c i f i c a l l y ,  no, sir.  

Q Do you r e c a l l  a f e e l i n g  i n  t h e  company--I'm t a l k ­
i ng  about your p i l o t s ,  your a v i a t o r s ,  crewmen--did they f e e l  
s t rong ly  about t h i s ,  o r  was it j u s t  another  day? What were 
t h e i r  f e e l i n g s ?  
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A. It was d e f i n i t e l y  d i f f e r e n t  than any o t h e r  day, 
e s p e c i a l l y  among t h e  crew members who were on t h e  mission. 
They were a l l  e x c i t e d  and mad. E w e c i a l l y  I remember COLBURN, 
he  w a s  r e a c t i n g  too ,  t h e  same way a s  M r .  THOMPSON. They were 
more upse t  I b e l i e v e  than  anybody e l s e ,  I mean p h y s i c a l l y ,  
b u t  it w a s  generally--everyone was upse t  t h a t  n i g h t .  I t  w a s  
t a l k e d  about ,  t h e  fol lowing days it was t a l k e d  about.  The 
genera l  a t t i t u d e  of t h e  company was t h a t  something d e f i n i t e l y  
had happened, a l though we d i d n ' t  know q u i t e  what it was, b u t  
something had happened. 

Q. Do you r e c a l l  somebody coming around from d i v i s i o n  
t o  b r i e f  you while  t h e  company was t h e r e  and he mentioned 120 
VC o r  c i v i l  defendents  being k i l l e d  on t h i s  16 March opera t ion ,  
and comments from some of t h e  p i l o t s  o r  murmers from t h e  com­
pany, and Major WATKE g e t t i n g  up and t e l l i n g  t h e  people t o  be 
q u i e t ?  

A. I ' m  n o t  s u r e  I understand you, sir.  

Q . 5 t o  7 days a f t e r  My L a i  ( 4 ) ,  t h e  company w a s  
brought t o g e t h e r  and y o u ' r e  g e t t i n g  a b r i e f i n g  from a G 2  
b r i e f i n g  o f f i c e r  who w a s  recounting--giving a l i t t l e  b r i e f i n g  
on what happened a t  My Lai  ( 4 ) --and gave a body count  of 
VC o r  c i v i l  defenders  a t  which t ime p i l o t s  of t h e  company start ­
ed making r a t h e r  loud comments l i k e ,  "Yeah, women and c h i l d r e n ,  
d i d  you count a l l  t h e  women and c h i l d r e n , "  and Major WATKE 
g e t t i n g  up and t e l l i n g  people t o  calm down? 

A. I c a n ' t  say f o r  c e r t a i n .  

Q .  How long d i d  t h e  school  a t  Vung Tau t a k e  you? 

A. This  school  l a s t e d  5 days of  f l i g h t  t r a i n i n g .  I 
b e l i e v e  t h e  whole t r i p  l a s t ed - - I  t h i n k  it took us 8 days tra ­
v e l  and everything.  

Q - Af te r  you g o t  back, what do you remember about 
t h i s  i n c i d e n t ?  Did anything a t  a l l  happen? 

A. No, s i r ,  nothing d i r e c t l y  r e l a t e d  t o  it. It 
h a d n ' t  been f o r g o t t e n ,  b u t  I c a n ' t  remember anything r e l a t e d  -

d i r e c t l y  t o  t h e  i n c i d e n t  i t s e l f ,  

Q. Do you remember t h e  company commander g e t t i n g  
t h e  company toge the r  and t a l k i n g  about i t ?  
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A. Our company commander? 

Q- Y e s ,  Major WXKE? 

A. No, sir. 

Q- You don ' t  remember him g e t t i n g  t h e  company to- 
ge ther  and t e l l i n g  t h e  company it was being i nves t i ga t ed  and 
s t o p  t h e  rumors, s t o p  t a l k i n g  about i t ?  

A. That along wi th  what you s a i d  before  about us 
being c a l l e d  toge ther ,  I hadn ' t  thought about it, i t ' s  been 
2 years  now, bu t  s i nce  you brought it up I th ink  we had 
been c a l l e d  together .  I don ' t  know exac t ly  when, b u t  l i k e  
I s a i d ,  t h e r e  was a l o t  of t a l k  going on i n  t h e  company and 
t h i s  s o r t  of th ing .  It could have happened t h a t  way--stop 
t h e  rumors--wait u n t i l  w e  s ee  what t h e  outcome is ,  and s tu f f  
l i k e  t h i s .  

Q- Do you remember any f ee l i ngs  t h a t  you had a t  t h a t  
time, when you heard t h a t ?  

A. No, sir, I don ' t .  I t ' s  r e a l l y  very vague i n  my 
mind. Like I s a i d ,  I hadn ' t  thought about it. I c a n ' t  re­
member t h a t .  

Q. Did THOMPSON s t op  t a l k i n g  about i t ?  

A. I r e a l l y  c a n ' t  remember t he  l a s t  time he t a lked  
  

about it, I c a n ' t  remember if it was before o r  a f t e r  I go t  
  

back from Vung Tau, I c a n ' t  remember when it had been men- 
 

t ioned again ,  it might have been mentioned i n  June o r  some- 
 

t h i n g ,  b u t  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  t h e  da te .  
  


Q. What can you t e l l  us about any i nves t i ga t i on?  
  

Did you ever  hear  of any i nves t i ga t i on  by t h e  company, o r  by 
 

the br igade ,  o r  by t h e  d i v i s i o n ,  o r  by t h e  ARVN, o r  by any- 
 

body? 
 


A. W e l l ,  t h e  i nves t i ga t i on  wasn ' t  by our  company. I 
 

was under t h e  impression t h a t  it was s t a r t e d  by our company, 
 

t h a t  it was t h e  i n i t i a l  r epo r t  they go t  t o  s t a r t  t h i s  inves t -  
  

igat ion--I  wasn ' t  questioned i n  regards t o  t h e  i nc iden t  a t  
  

a l l  myself,  and so  I d o n ' t  know anything o f f i c i a l l y  about the  
  

i nves t i ga t i on .  A l l  I know is  hearsay and second hand, b u t  
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l i k e  I say ,  t h e r e  was an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  s t a r t e d .  I t  was i n i ­
t i a t e d  by us .  I d o n ' t  know who conducted it, b u t  t h e  rumor 
I heard a f t e r  a  pe r iod  of t ime was t h a t  t h e  people who were 
r e spons ib le  had been r e l i e v e d  and f u r t h e r  a c t i o n  would be 
taken.  

Q - Do you know of anybody t h a t  ever  made a sworn 
s ta tement ,  o r  appeared be fo re  an i n v e s t i g a t i n g  o f f i c e r  o t h e r  
t h a n  on 18 March, up on t h e  h i l l  t h e r e ?  Did anybody ever  come 
up t o  you and say ,  "I was c a l l e d  o u t  t o  make a s ta tement ,  o r  
had t o  see an i n v e s t i g a t i n g  o f f i c e r " ?  

A. M r .  THOMPSON spoke to - - l ike  I s a i d ,  down a t  LZ 
Dottie--and s e v e r a l  of t h e  o t h e r  members spoke t o  t h e  same 
man--as you s a i d ,  Colonel HENDERSON. A s  f a r  a s  a sworn s t a t e -  
ment, I h a d n ' t  been aware of t h a t .  I thought it was j u s t  more 
o r  l e s s  an informal  tes t imony,  j u s t  saying what happened t h a t  
day. 

Q. Can you t h i n k  of anything e l s e  wi th  r e s p e c t  t o  
t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ?  

A. No, s i r ,  nothing d e f i n t e .  The only t h i n g  t h a t  
has  come o u t  i n  my mind s i n c e  I have been h e r e  i s  t h i s  t h i n g  
about us being ga thered  up and t a l k e d  t o ,  and as  f a r  as any 
s o r t  of body count o r  anything l i k e  t h i s ,  I r e a l l y  d o n ' t  re­
member t h a t ,  bu t  what I do remember, l i k e  you s a i d ,  about 
what we'd been t o l d  t o  s t o p  t h e  rumors and t h i s  s o r t  of t h i n g  
and this--my impression of t h i s  w a s  because' it w a s n ' t  com­
p l e t e l y  i n v e s t i g a t e d .  They d i d n ' t  want t h i n g s  coming o u t  
p r i o r  t o  t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s .  

Q. Do you r e c a l l  being c a l l e d  t o g e t h e r  and being 
read  a congra tu la to ry  message from General WESTMORELAND on 
t h a t  opera t ion?  

A.  No, sir .  

Q. A s  f a r  a s  being t o l d  t h a t  t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  wasn ' t  
completed and n o t  t o  t a l k  t o  anybody, have you t a l k e d  t o  any- 
body about t h i s ;  your p a r t i c i p a t i o n ?  

A .  Well, in i t ia l ly- -when you mean--or something l i k e  
t h i s ?  

Q - I mean o t h e r  members of your company primari ly--  
anyone i n  Task Force Barker,  t h e  America1 Div i s ion ,  s i n c e  
t h i s  came o u t  i n  t h e  p r e s s  i n  t h e  f a l l  of 1969, t h e  p a s t  few 
months? 
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A. W e l l ,  when it f i r s t  came o u t ,  t h e  f i r s t  t h i n g  
t h a t  came i n  my mind--I h a d n ' t  thought about t h i s  i n c i d e n t  
a s  I remembered it i n  Vietnam up u n t i l  when I f i r s t  heard it 
on t h e  r ad io .  They s a i d  March of 1 9 6 8  and they mentioned t h e  
name of a v i l l a g e .  My Lai  d i d n ' t  mean anything t o  me, b u t  
when they mentioned it was near  P i n k v i l l e ,  I remembered t h i s  
i n c i d e n t  was loca ted  near  P i n k v i l l e  and I d i d  t a l k  t o  some­
body about it, t r y i n g  to--I  was wondering i f  it was t h e  same 
thing t h a t  I had been aware of whi le  I w a s  i n  Vietnam. I 
c o u l d n ' t  remember any exact  d a t e ,  b u t  I remember around t h a t  
t i m e  of t h e  y e a r ,  M r .  THOMPSON and a11 t h i s .  

Q. You remember wi th  whom you spoke? 

A.  Lieutenant  KELLENBENZ. W e  t a l k e d  about  it and I 
s a i d  I wondered i f  t h a t ' s  t h e  same i n c i d e n t  t h a t  M r .  THOMPSON 
had been s o  upse t  about while  w e  were i n  Vietnam--if t h a t ' s  
t h e  one t h a t  I had known about.  We t a l k e d  about it and came 
t o  t h e  conclusion t h a t  it was. There was more p u b l i c i t y  about 
it. I t  was i n i t i a l l y  j u s t  a  r a d i o  r e p o r t  and f i n a l l y  I came 
t o  t h e  conclusion t h a t  it was. It w a s  about t h e  America1 
Divis ion  i n  a  l o c a t i o n  near  P i n k v i l l e ,  and t h e  r i g h t  time of 
t h e  year  and everything.  

Q. Lieutenant  KELLENBENZ was your roommate? He 
l i v e d  wi th  you and THOMPSON, r i g h t ?  

A.  Right ,  s ir .  There was anywhere from 5 t o  8 of us 
l i v i n g  i n  our  hootch a t  one t i m e .  

Q. W a s  he  a l i e u t e n a n t  then? 

A. No, sir. He was a ch ie f  warrant  o f f i c e r ,  o r  j u s t  
a  warrant  o f f i c e r ,  W01, a t  t h a t  time. H e  was promoted t o  
chief  warrant  o f f i c e r  while  we were i n  Vietnam. 

Q. Afte r  t h i s  t h i n g  came o u t  i n  t h e  p r e s s  and you 
heard about it and had a chance t o  read some of t h e s e  a r t i c l e s ,  
watch t e l e v i s i o n ,  d i d  you ever  t h i n k  back on what M r .  THOMPSON 
t o l d  you? 

A. Y e s ,  s i r ,  I have, b u t  r e a l l y  I c o u l d n ' t  remember 
a l o t  about it. There ' s  a l o t  we might have t a l k e d  about 
t h a t  might have happened and because I w a s n ' t  d i r e c t l y  
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r e l a t e d  t o  t h e  i n c i d e n t ,  i t ' s  j u s t  been something t o l d  t o  m e  
i n  h i s  hootch o r  something l i k e  t h a t  and I c o u l d n ' t  remember 
a l o t  of  it. I d i d  remember t h i s  s p e c i f i c  i n c i d e n t  about him 
evacua t ing  people  and t a l k i n g  t o  an infantryman and I r e m e m ­
b e r  him be ing  u p s e t .  I remember a g e n e r a l  v iewpoin t  o f  it, 
b u t  n o t  a l o t  o f  s p e c i f i c s .  

COL FRANKLIN: I want t o  c a u t i o n  you M r .  GUALTIER, w e  d o n ' t  
want you t o  d i s c u s s  your  appearance b e f o r e  t h i s  i n q u i r y  w i t h  
anyone, p a r t i c u l a r l y  t h o s e  who might be involved and may be 
c a l l e d  as w i t n e s s e s  i n  t h e  f u t u r e .  I n  o t h e r  words,  j u s t  
d o n ' t  d i s c u s s  t h i s  o r  your  appearance h e r e  w i t h  anyone else, 
and I t h i n k  t h e  r ea sons  f o r  t h a t  a r e  p r e t t y  obvious .  You 
have anyth ing  t h a t  you would l i k e  t o  s ay ,  o r  add or - - I  rea­
l i z e  t h a t  you w e r e n ' t  t h e r e  and you w e r e n ' t  f l y i n g ,  b u t  you 
d i d  l i v e  w i t h  M r .  THOMPSON. 

A. I would l i k e  t o  add t h a t ,  a s  you s a i d ,  I wasn ' t  
f l y i n g ,  and e v e r y t h i n g  I hea rd  was hea r say ,  second hand, and 
after  2 y e a r s ,  I d o n ' t  want t o  be r e s t r i c t e d  by q u o t i n g  some- 
body else-­

Q. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  I unders tand  tha t - -  

A .  ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Because I ' m  n o t  s u r e .  I t ' s  j u s t  a 
memory. I ' v e  been t o l d  t h e  f a c t s ,  I d o n ' t  remember by whom. 
The m a j o r i t y  of  it had come from M r .  THOMPSON, b u t  everything--  

MR WEST: ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  W e l l ,  w e  want t o  thank you f o r  
coming i n .  You have been h e l p f u l  and w e  a p p r e c i a t e  it very 
much. The h e a r i n g  w i l l  b e  r e c e s s e d .  

(The h e a r i n g  r e c e s s e d  a t  1900 hour s ,  16 January  
1970.) 
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SUMMARY OF TESTIMONY 

WITNESS: HODDE, Calvin D.  SP5 

DATE OF TESTIMONY: 15 January  1970 

PLACE OF TESTIMONY: Pentagon 

WITNESS SUSPECTED OF: N/A 

COUNSEL: None 

DUTY ASSIGNMENT ON 1 6  MARCH 1968: Crew Chief of  a gunship ,  
123d Avia t ion  B a t t a l i o n .  

1. ASSAULT ON MY L A I .  

a .  Genera l  s i t u a t i o n  on H O D D E ' s  a r r i v a l .  

The w i t n e s s  jo ined  t h e  16 March o p e r a t i o n  a f t e r  it 
was w e l l  under way (pg. 4 ) .  H e  could  n o t  r e c a l l  t h e  names 
of  t h e  p i l o t ,  c o - p i l o t ,  o r  doorgunner o f  h i s  a i r c r a f t  
(pg. 4 )  . Gunships from ano the r  u n i t  were t h e r e ,  b u t  
he  d i d  n o t  s e e  them engage any t a r g e t s  (pg.  1 4 ) .  When he 
a r r i v e d  t h e  v i l l a g e  was i n  f lames ,  and a number of  bod ies  
were s t rewn a long t h e  eas t -west  road  s o u t h  o f  t h e  v i l l a g e  
and t h e  road going i n t o  t h e  v i l l a g e  (pgs .  4 ,  5 ) .  Most o f  
t h e s e  were women and c h i l d r e n  (pg.  1 3 ) .  There were ve ry  
few bod ies  of males (pg. 1 3 ) .  I n  a l l  he saw n e a r l y  100 
bod ies  (pg. 1 7 ) .  They r e c e i v e d  no ground f i r e  whatsoever  ( p g . 5 ) .  

b .  Act ions  o f  t h e  h e l i c o ~ t e r  ~ i l o t .  

He saw t h e  H-23 p i l o t  l a n d  s e v e r a l  t imes  (pg. 5 ) .  
On one of  t h e s e  l and ings  t h e  p i l o t  took a baby from a  
d i t c h  f u l l  of  bod ies  and p l a c d  i t  aboard h i s  a i r c r a f t  (pg .6)  . 
HODDE d i d  n o t  s e e  t h e  p i l o t  e x t r a c t  t h e  baby,  b u t  hea rd  it 
mentioned o v e r  t h e  r a d i o  (pg. 6). H O D D E ' s  gunship  e s c o r t e d  
t h e  H-23 t o  Quang Ngai w i t h  t h e  c h i l d ' s  body (pg. 11). The 
w i t n e s s  hea rd  t h e  p i l o t  use  f a i r l y  h a r s h  language o v e r  t h e  
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r a d i o  which i n d i c a t e d  t h e  p i l o t  was mad (pg. 6 )  . The p i l o t  
s a i d  t h a t  t h e  person t o  whom he had spoken on t h e  ground 
had t o l d  t h e  h e l i c o p t e r s  t o  g e t  o u t  o f  t h e  a r e a  (pg. 6 ) .  
The H-23 p i l o t  asked t h e  command s h i p  s e v e r a l  t i m e s  t o  c a l l  
back t o  h i g h e r  h e a d q u a r t e r s  t o  t r y  t o  g e t  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  
s topped (pg.  9 )  . The w i t n e s s  d i d  n o t  know i f  t h e s e  t r a n s ­
miss ions  went through (pg. 9 ) .  

2 .  INQUIRIES AFTER THE ASSAULT. 

The w i t n e s s '  gunship  r e t u r n e d  t o  LZ D o t t i e  j u s t  b e f o r e  
lunch (pgs .  11, 1 2 ) .  He r e c a l l e d  speaking wi th  THOMPSON 
who had b lood on h i s  uniform from be ing  among t h e  bod ies  
(pgs .  1 2 ,  1 5 ) .  THOMPSON s a i d  he was going t o  r e p o r t  what 
he had seen t o  d i v i s i o n  (pg. 1 2 ) .  THOMPSON had a l s o  
mentioned doing t h i s  on t h e  t r i p  back t o  LZ D o t t i e  (pg.  1 7 ) .  - .~.
The o f f i c e r s  had a conversa t ion  on t h e  ramp and went up t o  rq
t h e  van (pg. 1 2 ) .  H e  d i d  n o t  know whether  o r  n o t  THOMPSON r-
r e p o r t e d  it  (pg. 1 3 ) .  HODDE was never  cau t ioned  n o t  t o  
t a l k  about  t h e  i n c i d e n t  pending an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  (pgs.  1 3 ,  
1 4 ) .  He d i d  n o t  c o n s i d e r  doing anything about  what he had 
seen  a s  he f e l t  t h e  "h igher  ups" a l r e a d y  knew about  i t  -33. 
(pg. 1 6 ) .  He hoped something would be  done about  it (pgs .  
1 6 ,  1 7 ) .  H e  d i d  n o t  remember THOMPSON t e l l i n g  him about  h i s  
conversa t ion  w i t h  Major WATKE (pg. 1 7 ) .  HODDE d i d  n o t  seek  
t o  f i n d  o u t  what happened a t  t h a t  meeting because it was h i s  
b i r t h d a y  and he went o u t  t o  c e l e b r a t e  (pg. 1 7 ) .  He was 
never  aware t h a t  an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  was be ing  conducted 
(pg. 1 8 ) .  He was never  asked t o  d i s c u s s  what he  had 
seen (pg. 18) . 
3. OTHER INFORMATION. 

The w i t n e s s  had n o t  spoken t o  anyone from t h e  America1 
Div i s ion  about  t h e  i n c i d e n t  s i n c e  it became a m a t t e r  o f  
p u b l i c  knowledge (pg. 3 ) .  
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(The hea r ing  reconvened a t  1345 hours ,  15 January 
1970.) 
 


I0: The hea r ing  1 ~ 7 i . 1 1  come t o  o r d e r .  

RCDR : The fol lowing named persons a r e  p r e s e n t :  LTG 
PEERS, MR MACCRATE, LTC BAUER, LTC NOLL, and M A J  LYNN. 

S i r ,  t h e  next  wi tness  i s  S p e c i a l i s t  Five Calvin D.  
HODDE . 

(SP5 HODDE was c a l l e d  a s  a w i t n e s s ,  was sworn, and 
he t e s t i f i e d  a s  fol lows :) 

For t h e  record  would you p lease  s t a t e  your f u l l  
name, grade,  S o c i a l  Secur i ty  number, o r g a n i z a t i o n ,  and s t a t i o n .  

A. Calvin Dale HODDE, Spec, 5 ,  S o c i a l  Secur i ty  number 
463-84-6878, s t a t i o n e d  a t  C Detachment, 154th Aviat ion 
Company, F o r t  S i l l ,  Oklahoma. 

RCDR: S p e c i a l i s t  HODDE , t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  was d i r e c t e d  
j o i n t l y  by t h e  Secre tary  ,of t h e  Army and t h e  Chief of S t a f f  of  
t h e  United S t a t e s  Army f o r  t h e  purpose of determining t h e  f a c t s  
and making f ind ings  and recommendations concerning t h e  adequacy 
of p r i o r  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  and i n q u i r i e s  i n t o ,  and subsequent re­
views and r e p o r t s  w i t h i n  t h e  chain of command of what i s  now 
commonly r e f e r r e d  t o  as  t h e  My Lai i n c i d e n t  of 16 March 1968, 
and p o s s i b l e  suppression o r  withholding of information by any 
person who had a duty t o  r e p o r t  o r  t o  f u r n i s h  information con­
cern ing  t h i s  i n c i d e n t .  

This i n v e s t i g a t i o n  i s  no t  be ing  conducted 
t o  i n v e s t i g a t e  a l l  f a c t s  and circumstances of what happened 
a t  My Lai.  I t  i s  d i r e c t e d  t o  those  s p e c i f i c  purposes which 
I have j u s t  s t a t e d .  

General PEERS has had made a v a i l a b l e  t o  him and 
has  reviewed p r i o r  o f f i c i a l  s ta tements  obta ined  i n  o t h e r  
o f f i c i a l  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  of t h e  My Lai i n c i d e n t .  

Your testimony w i l l  be taken  under o a t h ,  a  verbatim 
t r a n s c r i p t  w i l l  be prepared.  A t a p e  recording  i s  being made 
i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  the  verbatim notes  be ing  taken by t h e  r e p o r t e r .  

Although t h e  genera l  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  of t h e  r e p o r t  
w i l l  be  c o n f i d e n t i a l  it i s  p o s s i b l e  t h a t  testimony o r  p a r t s  
of it may l a t e r  become a mat ter  of p u b l i c  knowledge. 

10: I'd l i k e  t o  say ,  HODDE, with r e spec t  t o  review of 
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o f f i c i a l  t es t imony from o t h e r  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s ,  w e  have a l s o  had 
an oppor tun i ty  t o  review your p rev ious  tes t imony w i t h  t h e  C I D .  
Aside from myself h e r e  a t  t h e  t a b l e ,  on my l e f t  i s  M r .  Robert  
MACCRATE, who i s  a c i v i l i a n  lawyer  who has  vo lun tee red  h i s  ser­
v i c e s  t o  t h e  S e c r e t a r y  of t h e  Army t o  a s s i s t  m e  i n  t h i s  i n q u i r y  
and a l s o  t o  s e r v e  a s  a l e g a l  counse l  t o  myself and t o  o t h e r  
members of t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  team. I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  myself he  
l i k e w i s e  may addres s  some q u e s t i o n s  t o  you t h i s  a f t e rnoon .  On 
my r i g h t  are L i e u t e n a n t  Colone ls  BAUER and NOLL. They have 
bo th  been a s s igned  by t h e  Chief of S t a f f  of t h e  Uni ted S t a t e s  
Army t o  a s s i s t  me i n  t h e  p r o c e s s  of  t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  They 
t o o  may addres s  some q u e s t i o n s  t o  you t h i s  a f t e r n o o n .  

I n  a d d i t i o n  we have o t h e r  i n d i v i d u a l s  who are 
a l s o  t a k i n g  tes t imony from o t h e r  people  r e l a t i n g  t o  t h i s  
same i n c i d e n t .  However i n  t h e  f i n a l  a n a l y s i s  I w i l l  have t h e  
r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  o f  p u t t i n g  t o g e t h e r  t h e  r e p o r t  and making t h e  
f i n d i n g s  and t h e  recommendations. You a r e  o rde red  n o t  t o  
d i s c u s s  your  t es t imony i n  t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  wi th  o t h e r s ,  
i n c l u d i n g  o t h e r  w i t n e s s e s  b e f o r e  t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  e x c e p t  i n  t h e  
performance of  o f f i c i a l  du ty  o r  a s  you may be r e q u i r e d  t o  do 
so be fo re  a competent j u d i c i a l ,  l e g i s l a t i v e ,  o r  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  
body. I n  a d d i t i o n ,  you a r e  cau t ioned  t h a t  i f  you a r e  s u b j e c t  
t o  t h e  o r d e r  i s s u e d  by t h e  m i l i t a r y  judge i n  t h e  g e n e r a l  cou r t -
m a r t i a l  c a s e  of  t h e  Uni ted S t a t e s  v.  Ca l l ey  t h a t  your  appearance 
h e r e  b e f o r e  t h i s  i n q u i r y  i n  no way changes t h e  a p p l i c a b i l i t y  
o r  t h e  e f f e c t  of t h a t  o r d e r .  I do n o t  b e l i e v e  you have been c i t e d  
i n  t h i s  c a s e .  Is t h a t  c o r r e c t ?  

A .  No, s ir .  

Q Do you have any q u e s t i o n s  on t h e  i n s t r u c t i o n s  
which you have been given up t o  t h i s  p o i n t ?  

A. N O ,  sir.  

Q. S p e c i a l i s t  HODDE, w i l l  you i n d i c a t e  you-r du ty  as­
s ignment on 16 March 1968? 

A.  I w a s  crew c h i e f  on a armed He l ix  a i r c r a f t .  

Q What w a s  c a l l e d  an armed Hel ix?  Would t h a t  b e  
c a l l e d  a gunship? 

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  
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Q 	 And how long  had you been i n  t h a t  c a p a c i t y ?  

I s t a r t e d  f l y i n g  t h e  f i r s t  p a r t  o f  February.  

Q m  
  I n  t h e  123d? 

A. 	 Yes, sir.  

Q. 	 What was your du ty  b e f o r e  t h a t  t ime? 

A. W e l l ,  I a r r i v e d  i n  Vietnam i n  January  and I s t a r t e d  
o u t  i n  maintenance.  Then I moved up t o  t h e  c r e w  c h i e f  s l o t .  

Q 	 A i r c r a f t  maintenance? 

A. 	 Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q - You've been a s s igned  t o  TC a l l  t h e  t i m e ,  i s  t h a t  
c o r r e c t ?  

A. 	 Y e s ,  s i r .  

Q And how long  d i d  you remain w i t h  t h e  123d,  w i th  
t h e  aero-scout  company? 

A. W e l l ,  I a r r i v e d  back i n  t h e  S t a t e s  on 8 January C' 

of  t h i s  y e a r .  

Q And you were w i t h  t h e  aero-scout  company o r  Bravo 
Company of  t h e  123d a l l  t h a t  t ime? 

A. 	 Y e s ,  s i r .  

Q HODDE, s i n c e  t h e  My La i  i n c i d e n t  became a m a t t e r  
of p u b l i c  knowledge i n  September-October of 1969 have you t a l k e d  
t o  anybody from t h e  a v i a t i o n  b a t t a l i o n  concern ing  your  p a r t i c i ­
p a t i o n  i n  t h a t ?  

A. 	  No, sir.  I h a v e n ' t .  

Q Have you t a l k e d  t o  anybody e l s e  from t h e  America1 
Div i s ion  concerning t h i s ?  

A. 	 No, sir. 
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Q.  Your job t h e n  w i t h i n  t h e  aero-scout  company 
was t h a t  of a crew c h i e f ?  

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q. And you remained a s s igned  t o  t h a t  a i r c r a f t  on a 
permanent b a s i s ,  i s  t h a t  c o r r e c t ?  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q.  Would you e x p l a i n  your  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  i n  t h e  
o p e r a t i o n  i n t o  t h e  Son My a r e a  of Son Tinh D i s t r i c t  on 16 
March 1968? 

A .  W e l l ,  s i r ,  w e  were working o u t  of  LZ D o t t i e  a t  t h e  
t i m e  and w e  w e r e  o u t  on a mission- ­

Q. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  W e l l ,  now l e t  me ask  you,  d i d  you 
f l y  t h e  f i r s t  t h i n g  i n  t h e  morning? I t h i n k  you 'd  probably 
want t o  work o u t  t h e  d e t a i l s  on t h i s  wi th  him a l i t t l e  b i t  
l a t e r .  W e  have i n d i c a t i o n s  t h a t  th roughout  t h e  morning t h e r e  
were d i f f e r e n t  changes i n  t h e  gunsh ips ,  and w e  ' r e  t r y i n g  t o  
p u t  t o g e t h e r  who w a s  f l y i n g  i n  what a i r c r a f t  a t  what t i m e .  

A .  No, s i r .  I d i d n ' t  g e t  o u t  t h e r e  u n t i l  a f t e r  every ­
t h i n g  was p r e t t y  w e l l  i n  p rog res s .  

Q Do you r e c a l l  who was t h e  p i l o t  and t h e  c o p i l o t  of 
t h e  a i r c r a f t  a t  t h e  t ime? 

A. No, s i r .  I do n o t .  

9. Do you remember t h e  name of  t h e  doorgunner? 

A.  No, s i r .  I d o n ' t .  

Q A l l  r i g h t .  Well ,  e x p l a i n  what happened from t h e n ,  
from t h e  s t a r t  when you f i r s t  a r r i v e d  on s t a t i o n ,  when your  
a i r c r a f t  a r r i v e d  on s t a t i o n  and what you observed from t h a t  
p o i n t  onward and what you hea rd  from t h a t  p o i n t  onward. 

A .  W e l l ,  s i r ,  when I a r r i v e d  w e  saw t h e  v i l l a g e  was 
j u s t  about  a l l  i n  f l ames ,  t h e  homes and e v e r y t h i n g ,  and w e  saw 
up and down t h e  eas t -wes t  road t o  t h e  sou th  of  t h e  v i l l a g e ,  w e  
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no t i ced  t h e r e  was bodies  l y i n g  up and down t h e  road p lus  t h e  
t r a i l  going i n t o  t h e  v i l l a g e .  

Q. How many bodies ,  could you j u s t  i n d i c c t e  roughly,  
were on t h e  east-west road? 

A. Well, sir-­

Q. ( In te rpos ing)  J u s t  an impression, t h a t ' s  a l l .  I 
recognize--my p o i n t  i s  d i d  you s e e  1 o r  2 o r  d i d  you s e e  1 0  
o r  100 o r  what o rde r  of magnitude? 

A.  I t  was q u i t e  a few, sir. 

Q - Q u i t e  a few. 

A. And we s t a r t e d  c i r c l i n g  t h e  v i l l a g e  and n o t i c i n g  
bodies  l y i n g  i n  d i t c h e s  and on t h e  t r a i l  and i n  groups of t r e e s  
where t h e  people had t r i e d  t o  h ide .  I t  seemed t o  us  l i k e  some­
one had walked up on them t r y i n g  t o  h i d e  and j u s t  s t a r t e d  
shoot ing.  We j u s t  c i r c l e d  the  a r e a  q u i t e  a whi le  t h e r e .  We' 
had one OH-23 on our  mission, and he was c i r c l i n g  r i g h t  a t  
ground l e v e l .  Once i n  awhile he would touch down and check 
some bodies  o u t  o r  t r y  t o  t a l k  t o  someone on the  ground. 

Q - I n  which of t h e  gunships were you f l y i n g ;  the  high 
gun o r  t h e  low gun? 

A. I do n o t  r i g h t l y  r e c a l l ,  b u t  we do swi tch  p o s i t i o n s  
q u i t e  o f t e n .  We were both f l y i n g  f a i r l y  low t h a t  day because 
we were n o t  f i r i n g .  

Q You were r ece iv ing  no ground f i r e  a t  a l l ?  

A.  No, sir.  

Q - Yes. And t e l l  us what you saw t h e  p i l o t  of t h e  
H-23 do? 

A. I s a w  him s i t  down on t h e  ground s e v e r a l  t imes.  
  
H e  mentioned over t h e  r a d i o  t h a t  he was going t o  t r y  t o  t a l k  t o  
  
someone down t h e r e  and he d i d  g e t  t o  t a l k  t o  someone. 
 

Q .  What kind of language was he using? Was i t  p r e t t y 

s t r o n g  language he was using? 
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A.  W e l l ,  when h e  go t  back i n  t h e  a i r c r a f t  he was 
f a i r l y  mad, and he  was using f a i r l y  ha r sh  language. H e  was 
always p r e t t y  f r e e  wi th  h i s  language wi th  us .  

Q And what d i d  he t e l l  you about what he  saw down 
t h e r e  o r  what he d i d  down t h e r e  on t h e  ground? 

A. H e  d i d  mention something about whoever he t a l k e d  
t o  on t h e  ground had,  i n  a way, t h r e a t e n e d  us t o  g e t  o u t  of t h e  
a rea .  And b e f o r e  we l e f t  t h e  a r e a  he d i d  set down c l o s e  t o  
one d i t c h  and h i s  c r e w  ch ie f  and himself  go t  o u t  of t h e  a i r ­
c r a f t  and they go t  a body o u t  of t h e  d i t c h  of a baby. And w e  
d i d  b r i n g  t h a t  body back. 

Q Where d i d  you t a k e  t h e  body t o ?  

A. W e - - I  cannot r e c a l l  e x a c t l y  but--cause I never  saw 
t h e  body myself .  I t  was j u s t  t h a t  w e  went back t o  LZ D o t t i e  
a f t e r  t h a t  and a s  I r e c a l l  t h a t  t h e  body was t aken  t h e r e .  

Q But you never  saw t h e  body? Was it a l i v e  ind i ­
v i d u a l  o r  was it a c h i l d  t h a t  had been k i l l e d ?  

A.  The crew ch ie f  had s a i d  something, it was a l i v e .  
  
But it was amongst a l l  t h e  rest of t h e  dead bodies  i n  t h e  d i t c h .  
  

(2 You d o n ' t  remember s e e i n g  t h e  body though? 

A .  No, s ir .  

Q. HODDE, t h i s  i s  an a e r i a l  photo ( E x h i b i t  P-1) of 
t h e  v i l l a g e  o f  My Lai ( 4 ) .  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q - Y o u ' l l  n o t i c e  h e r e  on t h e  map ( E x h i b i t  P-1) t h e  
v i l l a g e  o u t l i n e d  t h e r e .  

A .  Y e s ,  sir. 

Q. You ' l l  n o t i c e  t o  t h e  south t h e  road running gener ­
a l l y  southwest  t o  n o r t h e a s t ,  t h i s  road ac ross  h e r e  i s  Highway 
5 2 1 .  Fu r the r  t o  t h e  south  you can see t h e  no r the rn  ex t r emi ty  
of H i l l  85. You can a l s o ,  h e r e  l ead ing  o u t  of t h e  c e n t e r  of 
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t h e  v i l l a g e ,  s e e  a road going down t o  521 and another  road run­
n ing  o f f  i n  t h e  sou theas t  jo in ing  up with 521.  Do you recognize 
t h i s  a s  be ing  My Lai? 

A. Yes, s i r .  

Q e Would you use t h i s  p e n c i l  j u s t  t o  p o i n t  o u t  t h e  
genera l  a r e a  where you saw t h e  bodies  on t h e  road e a s t  and wes t ,  
south  of t h e  v i l l a g e  and a l s o  i n  t h e  road l ead ing  i n t o  t h e  v i l ­
l a g e ;  where you saw THOMPSON s e t  down and you i n d i c a t e d  a d i t c h ,  
and you i n d i c a t e d  he a l s o  had some conversat ions with an i n d i ­
v idua l .  I f  you could j u s t  mark those  on t h e r e  t o  t h e  b e s t  of 
your r e c o l l e c t i o n ,  we w i l l  have somebody go over  with you t o  
g e t  t h i s  p u t  down i n  f i n a l  form when we're  through he re .  (An­
no ta ted  photo was l a t e r  received i n t o  evidence a s  Exh ib i t  P-167.) 

A. Yes, sir.  The OH-23  was working p r i n c i p a l l y  i n  
t h i s  a rea  h e r e ,  and i t ' s  r i g h t  i n  t h i s  a r e a  where he s a t  down. 

Q Well, d i d  he s i t  down r i g h t  i n  t h e  middle of those  
t r e e s  i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  o r  was it o u t s i d e  t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

A. I cannot be s u r e  of t h a t ,  s i r ,  b u t  it was r i g h t  i n  
t h i s  a rea .  Most of our a t t e n t i o n  was pa id  t o  t h i s  a rea  r i g h t  
along t h i s  t r a i l  and over i n  t h i s  a r e a .  

Q Yes. Now i n d i c a t e  on t h a t  east-west  road where 
you saw t h e  bodies  down t o  t h e  sou th ,  t h e  genera l  a r e a .  

A .  Yes, s i r .  They were s c a t t e r e d  mainly along t h i s  
a rea .  

Q Yes. 

A .  And t h e r e  were s e v e r a l  s c a t t e r e d  out  he re .  

Q I s e e .  J u s t  put  some X ' s  t h e r e  i f  you w i l l ,  about 
where you saw them. This i s  n o t  t r y i n g  t o  be p r e c i s e .  Did you 
s e e  any s c a t t e r e d  out  i n  t h e  f i e l d s ,  i n  t h e  r i c e  paddies t o  t h e  
nor th  of t h e  highway? 

A .  Yes, s i r .  Around i n ,  some a reas  around i n  he re  
t h e r e  were s e v e r a l  bodies .  
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Q About where you saw them, p u t  a couple of X's o r  
s o  where you t h i n k  you saw them. Now you a l s o  i n d i c a t e d  you 
saw some on t h e  road t o  t h e  south of t h e  v i l l a g e  l ead ing  south  
from t h e  v i l l a g e .  About where d i d  you s e e  those?  

A.  Those w e r e  p r i n c i p a l l y  i n  this a r e a  r i g h t  h e r e ,  

Q Y e s .  A l l  r i g h t .  And how many d i d  you see there- ­
about? 

A. I would say approximately 20 o r  30. 

Q e  Y e s .  A l l  r i g h t .  Was t h e r e  any p a r t i c u l a r  a r e a  
throughout t h e  v i l l a g e  where you saw some bodies  loca ted?  

A. Yes, s i r .  I t  was s e v e r a l  d i t c h e s  i n  t h i s  area 
he re  where q u i t e  a few bodies  were l y i n g  p i l e d  up. 

Q. Now recognizing t h a t  on t h i s  map 1 inch  equa l s  75 
meters ,  HODDE, i t ' s  about 400 t o  425 meters ac ross  t h e  v i l l a g e ,  
all. t o t a l e d .  So i t ' s  a comparatively small  a r e a  we ' re  t a l k i n g  
about.  Now, can you remember where THOMPSON s e t  down h i s  air ­
c r a f t ?  

A. I do r e c a l l  he  set  down between trees somewhere i n  
t h i s  a rea .  I cannot be s u r e  of t h a t .  

Q I  
  Yes. W e l l ,  we've t a l k e d  t o  Warrant o f f i c e r  THOMP­
SON, and we've seen t h e s e  spo t s  on t h e  ground. Warrant O f f i c e r  
THOMPSON i n d i c a t e s  t h e  d i t c h  you 've been r e f e r r i n g  t o  i s  along 
i n  here .  He s a t  down over  i n  t h i s  a r e a  along s i d e  t h e  trees-
The o t h e r  a r e a  t h a t  he p o i n t s  out  i s  up i n  t h i s  a r e a  where h e  
s a t  down and t a l k e d  t o  some people on t h e  ground and again  c?fle 
back t o  t h i s  a rea .  Now does t h a t  r e f r e s h  your memory any? 

A .  Y e s ,  s ir .  It does. 

Cl You s e e ,  a c t u a l l y  I d o n ' t  want t o  p u t  words in 
your mouth b u t  t h i s  a r e a  here looks a g r e a t  d e a l  l i k e  khis a r e a  
r i g h t  over h e r e ,  and recoqniz ing  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  you were f l y i n g  
around i n  a gunship which d o e s n ' t  make too-

A .  ( In te rpos ing)  This  is  p r e t t y  c l o s e ,  r i g h t  here .  
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Q Y e s ,  i t ' s  about  70 o r  75 meters a c r o s s  t h e r e .  
Here's ano the r  view of  t h i s ,  HODDE. Th i s  i s  t a k e n  from a d i f ­
f e r e n t  ang le  ( E x h i b i t  P-45) probably an ang le  l i k e  you 'd  re­
member more o t h e r  t han  a v e r t i c a l  ang le .  ~ u tt h i s  i s  t aken  a t  
t h e  wes t  end of t h e  v i l l a g e .  I f  y o u ' l l  look down i n  t h e  c o r n e r  
y o u ' l l  s e e  t h e  two f i e l d s  i n  t h e  sou thwes t  c o r n e r ,  t h a t ' s  t h e s e  
two f i e l d s .  So y o u ' r e  l ook ing  a c r o s s  r i g h t  from about t h e  
c e n t e r  r i g h t  over  a c r o s s  t h i s  a r e a  r i g h t  he re .  SO you can see 
t h e  g e n e r a l  a r e a  of it. Here ' s  t h i s  bend i n  t h e  r i v e r  which 
you can s e e  r i g h t  h e r e .  Does t h a t  g i v e  you a p r e t t y  good pe r ­
s p e c t i v e  o f  t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  T h a t ' s  a l o t  more from t h e  a n g l e  of what 
I had seen  t h e  v i l l a g e  t h e  whole t ime I was o u t  t h e r e .  

Q Well,  t h e  p o i n t  t h a t  I'm r a i s i n g  h e r e  i s  t h a t  t h i s  
a l l  g e n e r a l l y  looks  l i k e  t h e  same h e r e ,  you s e e ?  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  I t  does.  

Q Do you r e c a l l  any of t h e  o t h e r  d i s c u s s i o n  between 
Warrant  O f f i c e r  THOMPSON, who was f l y i n g  t h e  H-23, and your  
command p i l o t  o r  t h e  command p i l o t  of t h e  o t h e r  s h i p ?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  H e  had mentioned s e v e r a l  t i m e s  about  
s e e i n g  i f  w e  c a n ' t  go t o  ou r  h i g h e r  s t a t i o n  and s e e  i f  we c a n ' t  
g e t  t h i s  o p e r a t i o n  s topped ,  t o  f i n d  o u t  what t h e y  were t r y i n g  
t o  do. 

Q What d i d  he mean by going t o  t h e  h i g h e r  s t a t i o n ?  

A.  W e l l ,  s i r ,  we had our  headqua r t e r s  s e t  up i n  LZ 
D o t t i e  f o r  o u r  miss ion  we were working on o u t  h e r e .  H e  
c a l l e d  up t o  them and they c a l l e d  back t o  b a t t a l i o n  from t h e r e .  

Q. Do you know whether  t h o s e  t r a n s m i s s i o n s  g o t  through 
o r  n o t ?  

A. No, sir.  I do n o t  know. 

Q Could you h e a r  them t a l k i n g  back and f o r t h  from 
t h e  a i r c r a f t  t o  your  TOC down a t  t h e  LZ, a t  D o t t i e ?  

A. No, s ir .  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  any of  t h e i r  d i s c u s s i o n  
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back and f o r t h .  I t  w a s  j u s t  between a i r c r a f t  mainly t h a t  I 
remember. 

Q So a l l  t h r e e  of  t h e  a i r c r a f t  had t a l k e d  t o  one 8 , 

ano the r?  

A. Y e s ,  'sir. 

9 Did THOMPSON, i n  t h e  H - 2 3 ,  have t h e  c a p a b i l i t y  of  
t a l k i n g  t o  anyone else o t h e r  t han  t h e  two gunships  i n  t h e  f l i g h t ?  

A.  Y e s ,  s ir .  He could  have picked up t h e  ground r a d i o s  
and as I r e c a l l  on t h e  c e r t a i n  miss ion  he t r i e d  c o n t a c t i n g  t h e  
r a d i o s  on t h e  ground s e v e r a l  t i m e s ,  and no one would answer him. 
They d i d n ' t  want t o  t a l k  t o  him. 

Q a W e l l ,  w a s  h e  on t h e  b a t t a l i o n  f requency? Did h e  
have a c a p a b i l i t y  of  swi t ch ing  o v e r  t o  b a t t a l i o n  f requency on 
t h e  same k i n d  of wave l e n g t h ?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  W e  have had c o n t a c t  w i t h  t h e  ground 
q u i t e  o f t e n  on o u r  miss ions .  

Q. Y e s .  

A,  And w e  can swi t ch  down t o  t h e i r  f requency.  

Q W e l l ,  I know t h e  gunships  had t h a t  c a p a b i l i t y  b u t  
  
d i d  t h e  H - 2 3 ,  a11 H-23's a l l  t h a t  t ime ,  d i d  t h e y  have t h a t  
  
c a p a b i l i t y ?  
  

A ,  I ' m  n o t  t o o  s u r e  i f  he  d i d  swi t ch  down o r  n o t .  
  
But my p i l o t  had swi tched  down and l i s t e n e d  i n  on some of t h e i r  
  
c o n v e r s a t i o n  wh i l e  w e  were o u t  on o u r  miss ion .  
  

Q Y e s .  Did your  p i l o t  o r  command p i l o t  p a s s  any of 
 
t h i s  i n fo rma t ion  back t o  you a s  crew c h i e f  o r  t o  t h e  o t h e r  door ­ 
-
gunner? 

A.  No, s i r .  A l l  t h a t  we know i s  t h a t  w e  hea rd  them 
t r y i n g  t o  c o n t a c t  t h e  ground and j u s t  l i s t e n i n g  i n  on t h e i r  
conve r sa t ion .  
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Q Were you a b l e  t o  l i s t e n  i n  on any of t h e  b a t t a l i o n ' s  
communication? 

A. No, sir.  
  

Q - LZ D o t t i e  down t o  t h e  company on t h e  ground? 
 

A. No, sir.  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  any r a d i o  message s e n t .  

Q Do you r e c a l l  about  what t i m e  of day you f lew as 
crew c h i e f  of one of t h e  gunships? 

A. ~t w a s  approximately midmorning. 

A. Y e s .  Do you remember what t i m e  you g o t  back t o  
~ o t t i e ?  

A. Right  b e f o r e  noon sometime. 

Q Do you know where Quang Ngai C i ty  i s  loca t ed?  

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Do you remember when t h e  H-23 picked up t h e  c h i l d  
o r  t h e  body of t h e  c h i l d  a s  t h e  c a s e  may be? 

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  I do r e c a l l  them t a k i n g  it t o  t h e  hos ­
p i t a l  down t h e r e .  W e  d i d  e s c o r t  a 23 down t h e r e  b e f o r e  w e  went 
back t o  LZ D o t t i e .  

Q Y.es. Where i s  t h i s  h o s p i t a l  pad l o c a t e d  i n  Quang 
Ngai? Do you remember? Is it on t h e  o u t s k i r t s  of Quang Ngai 
o r  downtown ' ~ u a n gNgai o r  where i s  i t ?  

A. No. I t ' s  i n  f a i r l y  t h e  downtown p a r t  of Quang Ngai . 
Q - Y e s .  

A. W e l l ,  i t ' s  j u s t  t o  t h e  east end of t h e  a i r  
s t r i p  o u t  t h e r e  a t  Quang Ngai. 

Q. Yes, a l l  r i g h t .  Now when d i d  you g e t  back 
t o  LZ D o t t i e ,  j u s t  b e f o r e  lunch? 
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A. Y e s ,  s i r .  

Q Did you t a l k  t o  anybody e l s e  back t h e r e ,  any of  
t h e  o t h e r  c r e w  c h i e f s  o r  t h e  doorgunners t h a t  had been on t h i s  
miss ion? 

A. W e l l ,  s i r ,  t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  day w e  had t a l k e d  t o  M r .  
THOMPSON and t o  him t h e r e .  They had mentioned t o  us about t h e  
baby l y i n g  i n  t h e  d i t c h .  

Q Yes. Do you remember t a l k i n g  t o  t h e  crew c h i e f  
of t h e  H-23? H i s  name w a s  ANDREOTTA. 

A. N o ,  s i r .  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  too w e l l .  

Q Y e s .  You do remember THOMPSON t a l k i n g  t o  you? 

A. Y e s ,  s i r ,  because I remember s e e i n g  h i s  bloody 
c l o t h e s  and eve ry th ing  from be ing  i n  wi th  t h e  rest of t h e  
bodies .  

Q What d i d  THOMPSON have t o  say? 

A. M r .  THOMPSON, he had s a i d  something about  going 
back and r e p o r t i n g  it t o  t h e  d i v i s i o n .  H i s  main conversa t ion  
w a s  wi th  s e v e r a l  o t h e r  o f f i c e r s  o u t  t h e r e ,  which a t  t h e  t i m e  
w e  had t o  t a k e  c a r e  of our  a i r c r a f t  a l i t t l e .  W e  d o n ' t  have 
t ime t o  l i s t e n  t o  a l l  of t h i s .  

Q Y e s .  Do you know Major WATKE? 

A. Y . ~ S, sir .  

Q Was he t h e r e  a t  t h e  t ime? 

A. Yes, s i r ,  a s  I r e c a l l  he w a s  s t i l l  t h e r e .  

Q Was THOMPSON t a l k i n g  t o  WATKE o r  v i c e  ve r sa?  

A.  W e l l ,  s i r ,  a s  I r e c a l l  when w e  landed t h e  o f f i c e r s  
go t  t o g e t h e r  on t h e  ramp. They went up t o  t h e  van which i s  up 
a ways from t h e r e .  They had a--had more of a t a l k  up t h e r e  than  
they  d i d  on t h e  ramp. I t  was j u s t  a real  s h o r t  conve r sa t ion  
down on t h e  ramp. 
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Q- Do you know whether THOMPSON eve r  repor ted  what he 
saw t o  d i v i s i o n  o r  not?  

A. No, sir.  I never d id .  

Q - Well, how about t h e  crew c h i e f s  on t h e  o t h e r  a i r ­
c r a f t ?  There were q u i t e  a few a i r c r a f t  f l y i n g  t h a t  day, gunships 
and s o  on, going on and o f f  s t a t i o n .  Did you t a l k  t o  any of 
those  people o r  some of t h e  doorgunners? 

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  We t a l k e d  a f t e r  every mission some b u t  
not  anything t h a t  I ' d  r e a l l y  r e c a l l  t h a t  was s a i d .  

Q =  A s  I remember your testimony h e r e ,  you s a w  q u i t e  
a few people dead throughout t h e r e .  Wouldn't t h a t  be q u i t e  a 
conversation? 

A. Yes, s i r ,  but  wel l  t h a t  day w a s  my b i r thday  and it 
kind of h u r t  m e .  I j u s t  t r i e d  t o  f o r g e t  about it. 

Q What was t h e  genera l  a t t i t u d e  of t h e  men i n  t h e  
company concerning a l l  t h i s ?  

A. W e  w e r e  a l l - -wel l ,  kind of f e l t  depressed about it 
because -it's something they had never seen before .  It k ind  of 
h u r t  them t o  s e e  a l l  t h e  bodies l y i n g  around l i k e  they w e r e .  

Q. Did you recognize t h e s e  VC a s  being combatants o r  
noncombatants? 

A. W e l l ,  s ir ,  I ' d  say n o t ,  because of a l l  the bodies  
I had seen o u t  t h e r e ,  t h e r e  was only very few males o u t  t h e r e .  
It w a s  mostly composed of womn and small  ch i ld ren .  

Q Flying around i n  one of  those  gunship h e l i c o p t e r s ,  
which has t o  move p r e t t y  f a s t  t o  maintain i t s e l f  i n  f l i g h t ,  d i d  
you have a good enough view of t h e s e  people t h a t  you could d i s ­
t i n g u i s h  between men and a l s o  t h e  s m a l l  ones? 

A. Yes, s ir .  
, 

Q Were you ever  cautioned i n  your u n i t  t o  t h e  e f f e c t  
t h a t  l e t ' s  keep q u i e t  about t h i s  t h i n g  now, i t ' s  going t o  be 
inves t iga ted?  
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A .  No, s i r .  

LTC BAUER: HODDE, on t h e  day you went o u t  t h e r e  ove r  My Lai  
were t h e r e  any o t h e r  gunships i n  t h e  a r e a ,  o t h e r  than  your  own, 
t h e  Warlords? 

A .  . A s  I r e c a l l  it t h e  day we went o u t  t h e r e ,  t h e r e  
was s e v e r a l  o t h e r  s h i p s  l e a v i n g  t h e  a r e a  when w e  go t  t h e r e .  
and t h e r e  was one Char l ie -Char l ie  s h i p  f l y i n g  c l o s e  t o  t h e  a r e a  
having c o n t a c t  back and f o r t h  wi th  t h e  ground once i n  a w h i l e .  

I0: What a l t i t u d e  was he  f l y i n g  a t ?  

A .  I would say  approximately 2,000 f o o t  o r  1 ,500,  
somewhere around t h e r e .  

Q H e  was way up t h e r e  though? 

A. Yes, s ir .  

LTC BAUER: Did you see any of t h e  gunships engage any t a r g e t s  
o r  do any f i r i n g  a t  a l l ?  

A. No, s i r ,  n o t  whi le  I was o u t  t h e r e .  

Q • Did you see any of t h e  cha r l i e -Char l i e s  l a n d  o u t  
i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  of My Lai?  

A .  No, sir. 

Q. Did you s e e  a medevac s h i p  o r  any f o r  t h a t  m a t t e r ,  
any s l i c k  l a n d  i n  My Lai  o t h e r  than  t h e  gunships? 

I cannot be  s u r e  about t h a t .  

10: You seemed t o  wonder a l i t t l e  b i t  though, d o n ' t  
you? 

A.  Y e s ,  s ir .  
J 

Q. I f  you did s e e  one about  where do you t h i n k  you 
would have seen  i t ?  W e l l ,  i f  you c a n ' t  f i g u r e  o u t  t h e  approxi ­
mate a r e a ,  was it on t h e  south  s i d e  o r  t h e  n o r t h  s i d e  of t h e  
v i l l a g e  you saw them o r  t h e  e a s t  o r  t h e  west?  
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A .  No, s ir .  It was t h e  s o u t h ,  s o u t h e a s t  more. 

LTC BAUER: Were you a b l e  a t  any t i m e  du r ing  t h e  morning t o  
moni tor  any of t h e  conve r sa t ion  of any of t h e  p i l o t s  o t h e r  
t han  t h e  p i l o t  and c o p i l o t  t h a t  you were f l y i n g  w i t h ?  

A.  Y e s ,  s i r .  A l l  t h r e e  a i r c r a f t  were on t h e  same 
frequency a l l  t h e  t ime.  And we heard  e v e r y t h i n g  t h a t  was s a i d  
between t h e  a i r c r a f t .  

Q We know t h a t  sometime du r ing  t h e  morning t h e  s h i p  
came i n  and evacuated a s o l d i e r  t h a t  had been h u r t  on t h e  ground. 
I t ' s  been r e p o r t e d  t h a t  t h e  p i l o t s  had some conve r sa t ion  when he  
l e f t  t h e  a r e a  o r  a s  he was going i n .  This  i s  t h e  p o i n t  I was 
t r y i n g  t o  jog your  memory t o  s e e  i f  you r e c a l l  any th ing  about  
t h a t .  

A.  Y e s ,  s i r .  I t  seems I d i d  b u t  I c a n ' t  r e c a l l  it 
t h a t  w e l l .  

Q Do you t h i n k  it might have been one of  t h e  l i f t  s 

s h i p s  w i t h  your  b a t t a l i o n  t h a t  made t h i s  run? 

A .  I cannot  he s u r e  about t h a t .  

aQ L a t e r  on i n  t h e  morning now, when you went back t o  
LZ D o t t i e ,  you mentioned t h i s  p o i n t  b e f o r e  when General  PEERS 
w a s  d i s c u s s i n g  a p o i n t ,  and t h i s  i s  impor t an t ,  you s a i d  t h a t  
you t a l k e d  o r  saw one of t h e  crew c h i e f s  o r  t h e  gunner from M r .  
THOMPSON'S a i r c r a f t .  I t h i n k  you s a i d  he had blood on h i s  f a -  
t i g u e s .  Is t h a t  r i g h t ?  

A .  Y e s ,  s i r .  He had b lood ,  q u i t e  a  b i t  of b lood on 
h i s  uniform. 

Q Okay. Then t h e  o t h e r  p o i n t  i s ,  w h i l e  you werea 

back t h e r e  you s a i d  M r .  THOMPSON went i n  and d i s c u s s e d  t h i s  w i th  
some o t h e r  people  up by t h e  van,  and you and some of t h e  o t h e r  
c-ew members wai ted  back down t h e  h i l l  on t h e  ramp. Do you re­
member who i t  was t h a t  went up w i t h  M r .  THOMPSON? 

A .  W e l l ,  s i r ,  h i s  crew c h i e f  and gunner I ' m  s u r e  went 
up w i t h  him. I cannot r e c a l l  e x a c t l y .  
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Q. What I ' d  l i k e  t o  do is  g ive  you some of  t h e  names 
o f  t h e  p i l o t s  t h a t  were f l y i n g  t h a t  day. You might r e c a l l ,  re­
member some of  t h e  names. Do you know M r .  MILLIANS? 

A .  Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q M r .  CULVERHOUSE? 

A.  Y e s ,  sir.  

Q I t  i s  p o s s i b l e  t h a t  you may have been f l y i n g  w i t h  
one of them? 

A .  A s  I r e c a l l  i t ,  M r .  CULVERHOUSE on ly  f lew my a i r ­
c r a f t  one t i m e .  I d i d  n o t  b e l i e v e  it w a s  t h a t  day. 

f3

Q. Okay. A t  t h e  s i t e  o f  t h e  ramp and t h e  van when LC 
t h e s e  people  went t o  t a l k  t o  Major WATKE do you remember, and C\, 

I know t h i s  i s  a  long  t ime ago,  b u t  do you remember how many 
people  were t h e r e .  You say  t h a t  M r .  THOMPSON had spoken t o  you. 
You were concerned over  t h i s .  You mentioned t h i s  and understand ­
a b l y  s o ,  and you w a i t e d  down on t h e  ramp and t h e s e  o t h e r  people  eg 
l e f t  t o  go up, I assume, t o  speak wi th  someone up a t  t h e  van. Do 
you remember how many people  were t h e r e ?  Was it j u s t  M r .  THOMP­
SON and h i s  crew o r  were t h e r e  more people? Were t h e r e  people  
from o t h e r  gunships?  

At Well,  s i r ,  it was people  from o t h e r  gunships  t h a t  
had gone up t h e r e  w i t h  them. But I do n o t  r e c a l l  who a l l  it w a s ,  

Q Then one o t h e r  p o i n t .  When you g o t  back t o  the 
u n i t  a f t e r  t h i s  day was o v e r ,  you go t  back t o  t h e  b a r r a c k s  o r  
b i l l e t i n g  a r e a  and I ' m  s u r e  t h e r e  was some conve r sa t ion  about  
t h i s ,  because a s  you mentioned you wanted t o  f o r g e t  t h i s .  I t  
was unusual .  Did, i n  your  d i s c u s s i o n  wi th  o t h e r  crew members, 
w i t h  o t h e r  men i n  t h e  company, d i d  any of you d i s c u s s  what you 
might be  a b l e  t o  do about  t h i s ?  What should  be done? 

A .  No, s i r .  A s  I r e c a l l  i t ,  o u r  h i g h e r  up had a l l  been 
n o t i f i e d  about  i t ,  and w e  d i d n ' t  t h i n k  it w a s  r e a l l y  any th ing  w e  
cou ld  do about  it, n o t  by o u r s e l v e s .  Because we had t o  go 
t h r o u y l ~dur  h i g h e r  up aga in  and they  a l r e a d y  knew about  it. 

Q Did you t h i n k  something would be done a t  t h a t  t ime?  
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A. Yes, s ir .  We had been hoping it would. Bu t .we 
were on a mission. We were a l l  j u s t  l i k e  we wanted t o  g e t  even 
wi th  them o r  something f o r  doing what they were doing. M r .  
THOMPSON as  I r e c a l l  d id  say he was going up t o  d i v i s i o n  o r  
something t o  s e e  i f  he c o u l d n ' t  g e t  something done about what 
was going on out  t h e r e .  

Q When d i d  he say t h i s ?  
0 

A. A s  I r e c a l l  it was be fo re  we got  i n  o f f  our  mission. 

While you were heading back t o  LZ Dot t i e?
Q e  
  

A. Yes, s ir .  

Q What about tha t .  n i g h t  when you back t o  your base? 

A. W e l l ,  s i r ,  t h a t  night- ­

Q • ( In te rpos ing)  What I ' m  t h i n k i n g  here  now, HODDE ,
and I d o n ' t  want t o  pu t  words i n  your mouth o r  c r e a t e  an i n c i ­
dent  i n  your mind, but  i n  r econs t ruc t ing  t h i s  t h i n g  I can 
understand your f e e l i n g s .  You come on back t o  LZ Dot t i e .  You've 
seen something you don' t t h i n k  i s  r i g h t ;  o t h e r  people agree  w i t h  
you t h a t  it i s n '  t r i g h t .  M r .  THOMPSON and some o t h e r  people go 
t o  Major WATKE and make t h i s  r e p o r t .  Now I ' d  t h i n k  you'd be 
anxious t o  f i n d  o u t  what happened, What d i d  Major WATKE say? 
Did any of t h e  crew members who were wi th  M r .  THOMPSON t e l l  you 
what went on t h e r e ,  what they s a i d  was going t o  happen? 

A. No, s ir .  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  it because,  w e l l ,  when I 
got  back I worked on t h e  a i r c r a f t  awhile.  I took o f f  because 
it was my b i r thday  and I wanted t o  do a l i t t l e  c e l e b r a t i n g .  

I 0  : HODDE, about how many bodies  do you t h i n k  you saw 
i n  and around My L a i  t h a t  day? 

A. I would es t ima te  approximately 100. 

Gs. About LOO? 

A. Yes, s i r .  

Q * When you were e s c o r t i n g  t h a t  H - 2 3  down t o  Quang 
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~ g a iand you were t h e n  wi th  t h e  H - 2 3  e n r o u t e  back t o  D o t t i e ,  
do you remember any conve r sa t ion  concerning something t o  t h e  
e f f e c t  t h a t ,  " I  ' m  going t o  g e t  t h i s  squared  away even i f  it 
c o s t s  me my wings , "  o r  any th ing  l i k e  t h a t ?  

A .  . Yes, s i r .  I do r e c a l l  conve r sa t ion  t o  a person  
o f  t h a t  e x t e n t  by M r .  THOMPSON. 

Q Y e s .  Who was h e  t a l k i n g  t o ,  do you know? 

A.  I do n o t  r e c a l l , .  I t  was one o f  t h e  o t h e r  p i l o t s  
on t h e  miss ion .  

Q Yes. You i n d i c a t e d ,  j u s t  a  minute o r  s o  ago,  t h a t  
t h i s  i n fo rma t ion  had been r e p o r t e d  t o  your h i g h e r  ups .  Do you 
know who it had been r e p o r t e d  t o ?  

A .  No, s ir .  

Q You were j u s t  assuming t h a t  when h e ,  Warrant Of­
f i c e r  THOMPSON, t a l k e d  t o  Major WATKE, t h a t  it was b e i n g  r e p o r t e d  
t o  t h e  h i g h e r  eche lons ,  i s  t h a t  c o r r e c t ?  

A.  Y e s ,  s i r .  

Q Were you e v e r  aware t h a t  an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  w a s  be ing
conducted on t h i s  i n c i d e n t ?  

A.  No, s ir .  I wasn ' t .  

Q Did anybody e v e r  come ove r  and t a l k  t o  you and a sk  
you what you saw, s o r t  of  l i k e  what we're doing today? 

A.  No, s ir ,  no t  b e s i d e  t h e  C I D ,  t h a t  w a s  down a t  F o r t  
S i l l .  

Q - Well,  I ' m  t a l k i n g  about  i n  t h e  immediate pe r iod  of 
t h e  o p e r a t i o n ,  maybe a week o r  month o r  two a f t e r  t h a t .  

A .  No. 

Q Do you remember s e e i n g  Captain  LIVINGSTON around 
t h e r e  t h a t  norn ing?  Was h e  f l y i n g  your a i r c r a f t  o r  i n  your  
a i r c r a f t  t h a t  day? 
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A. I cannot  r e c a l l  e x a c t l y .  H e  d i d  f l y  my a i r c r a f t  
q u i t e  o f t e n .  

Q - Y e s .  

A .  H e  was a l i e u t e n a n t  a t  t h e  t i m e .  

Q Y e s .  Another one t h a t  may have been w i t h  you a t  
t h e  t ime Capta in  MOE? Do you r e c a l l  him? M-0-E, probahly 
L ieu tenan t  MOE a t  t h e  t ime .  

A. No, s i r .  H e  w a s  c a p t a i n  a t  t h e  t ime .  

Q- Do you remember any o f  t h o s e  people  t h e r e  a t  LZ 
Dottie when t h e y  were a 1  t a l k i n g  t o g e t h e r ?  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  I r e c a l l  t hey  were a l l  up t h e r e  t o ­
g e t h e r .  I cannot  be  s u r e  about  it b u t  I b e l i e v e  Capta in  MOE 
had been f l y i n g  a s l i c k  t h a t  day.  

Q What about  t h e  p l a toon  l e a d e r ,  Major SABRE? Was 
he around? 

A. I cannot  r e c a l l  on t h a t  day i f  he  w a s  o r  n o t .  

Q. A l l  r i g h t .  Well ,  HODDE, we a p p r e c i a t e  you coming 
i n .  You've been very h e l p f u l  i n  conf i rming  a l o t  o f  t h i n g s  w e  
had known about  b e f o r e .  We a r e  t r y i n g  t o  p u t  t o g e t h e r  a l l  
t h e s e  b i t s  and p i e c e s  t o  p u t  t h i s  puzz l e  t o g e t h e r .  Not on ly  of  
t h e  f l i g h t  a s p e c t s  b u t  a l l  t h e  o t h e r  p a r t s  o f  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  and 
t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  Ac tua l ly  w e ' r e  focus ing  on t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  
I f  you remember anyth ing  i n  t h e  f u t u r e  about  what t r a n s p i r e d ,  
w i th  t h e  i n fo rma t ion  we have g iven  you some of t h e s e  t h i n g s  may 
s t a r t  f i t t i n g  i n t o  p l a c e ,  and i f  you do r e c a l l  any a d d i t i o n a l  
d e t a i l s ,  we 'd  very  much a p p r e c i a t e  you g e t t i n g  i n  touch  w i t h  us  
s o  w e  can t a k e  advantage of t h e  a d d i t i o n a l  i n fo rma t ion  you have.  
Also,  do you by chance have any documents of  any v a r i e t y ,  l e t t e r ,  
or memoranda, or- ­

A ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  S i r ,  I d i d  have some p i c t u r e s  on 
t l i a t  m i s s ion ,  b u t  none of them t u r n e d  o u t .  The ones  t h a t  d i d  
t u r n  o u t ,  t h e y  wouldn ' t g ive  back t o  m e .  

Q. Who wou ldn ' t  g ive  back t o  you? 
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A .  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  who I had t aken  t h a t  r o l l  o f  p i c t u r e s  
t o .  But I r e c a l l  t h e  ones  I g o t  back they  were t o o  bad ,  you 
c o u l d n ' t  t e l l  no th ing  on them. They were b l u r r e d .  Wel l ,  what 
had happened, my r o l l  of  f i l m  had g o t t e n  wet.  

Q . Y e s .  Well ,  it w a s n ' t  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  the--was t h e  
f i l m  censored o r  was it j u s t  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e  r o l l  of f i l m  was 
a bad r o l l ?  

A. Most of t h e  r o l l  was bad.  I d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  a l l  of  
it would have been bad. But I looked through my albums and 
e v e r y t h i n g  t h a t  I ' v e  g o t  a t  home , and I c a n ' t  f i n d  any good 
p i c t u r e s  of anyth ing  I can r e c a l l  of  t h i s  i n c i d e n t .  

Q. Well,  i f  you do have any p i c t u r e s  o r  any maps o r  
photos which would h e l p  us i n  t h i s ,  t h a t  t u r n  up, we'd l i k e  
very much t o  t a k e  advantage of t h o s e ,  t o o .  

MR MACCRATE: J u s t  s o  I may be c l e a r ,  you took a r o l l  of  f i l m  
t o  t h e  p o s t  exehang& f o r  t h e  developing? 

A. No, s i r .  I d i d n ' t  have any of  mine done a t  t h e  
p o s t  exchange. I s e n t  q u i t e  a few of mine home and my sister 
had taken  c a r e  of them. 

Q I s e e .  

A.  And t h e  rest  I had done a t - -wel l ,  a t  va r ious  p l a c e s .  
I k e p t  some and g o t  them done when I g o t  back home myself .  

Q W e l l ,  I was a l i t t l e  puzzled by what you s a i d  
about  n o t  be ing  given back t h e  p i c t u r e s  t h a t  you thought  you 
had taken  on t h i s  o p e r a t i o n .  Was t h i s  by t h e  p r o c e s s i n g  com­
pany,  whoever it was, t h a t  had developed them f o r  you who had 
n o t  g iven them back o r  d i d  you show them t o  someone? 

A .  W e l l ,  I ' m  n o t  s u r e .  My s i s t e r  may have thrown them 
away. 

Q I s e e .  

A.  Because a l l  my p i c t u r e s  were p u t  i n  h e r  hands b e f o r e  
I eve r  go t  t o  s e e  them. I never  s a w  a p i c t u r e  I had t aken  until 
I go t  back home. 
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Q Have you asked your s i s t e r  &ou t  i t ?  

A. Yes, s i r .  I d i d ,  b u t  she  didn? say anything con­
c e r n i n g  s h e  had done anyth ing  w i t h  them. 

LTC BAUER: HODDE, when people  went up t o  Major WATKE t o  g ive  
him t h i s  i n f o r m a t i o n ,  do you know i f  t hey  l e f t  t h e r e  and went 
anywhere as a group? 

A,  I cannot  r e c a l l  on t h a t  c e r t a i n  day because q u i t e  
o f t e n  they  do l e a v e  and go up t o  LZ D o t t i e  headqua r t e r s  up t h e r e .  

Q. No, what I was t h i n k i n g  of  i s  a f t e r  t e l l i n g  Major 
WATKE what happened, t h a t  Major WATKE may have wanted t o  b r i n g  
them somewhere e l s e  t o  t e l l  someone e l s e .  Can you r e c o l l e c t  
t h a t  t hey  L e f t  from t h e r e  as a group and went anywhere e l s e ?  

A .  NO, s ir .  

10: Thi s  h e a r i n g  w i l l  r e c e s s  a t  t h i s  t ime .  

1970.) 
(The h e a r i n g  r e c e s s e d  a t  1 4 3 8  hour s ,  15  January 
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SUMMARY OF TESTIMONY 

WITNESS : HOLLADAY , John L .  , LTC 

DATES OF TESTIMONY: 9 ,  12 ,  22 December 1969 

PLACE OF TESTIMONY: Pentagon 

WITNESS SUSPECTED OF: N/A 

COUNSEL : None 

DUTY ASSIGNMENT ON 16 MARCH 1968: Commanding O f f i c e r ,  
123D Avia t ion  B a t t a l i o n .  

1. PREOPERATIONAL PLANS AND BRIEFINGS. 

L ieu tenan t  Colonel  HOLLADAY i s  n o t  f a m i l i a r  w i t h  any 
of  t h e  o r d e r s  r e c e i v e d  by Major WATKE's ae ro - scou t  u n i t  
r e l a t i v e  t o  t h e  My Lai  o p e r a t i o n  (pg. 5 )  . 
2. INQUIRIES CONCERNING THE ASSAULT. 

a. WATKE's meeting wi th  HOLLADAY. 

WATKE r e l a t e s  THOMPSON'S r e p o r t  t o  HOLLADAY. 

About 2200 hours on 16 March, WATKE came t o  
HOLLADAY t o  r e l a y  t h e  r e p o r t  g iven him by THOMPSON e a r l i e r  
i n  t h e  day (pg.  5)  . E s s e n t i a l l y ,  WATKE t o l d  HOLLADAY t h a t  
THOMPSON had wi tnessed  t h e  k i l l i n s  of a l a r q e  number o f  
c i v i l i a n s  i n  My La i  (pg. 6 ) .  HOLLADAY b e l i e v e d  t h a t  t h e  
number mentioned was 120 (pgs. 7,  50)  . HOLLADAY w a s  t o l d  
t h a t  THOMPSON had landed h i s  h e l i c o p t e r  and t h r e a t e n e d  t o  
shoo t  American s o l d i e r s  i f  t h e y  advanced on a group of 
women and c h i l d r e n  whom THOMPSON was a t t e m ~ t i n gt o  evacua te  
from a cave (pg. 6)  . HOLLADAY d i d  n o t  remember b e i n g  t o l d  
j u s t  how many t i m e s  t h e  gunships  landed (pg. 8 ) .  I n  
p a r t i c u l a r ,  HOLLADAY r e c a l l e d  be ing  t o l d  t h a t  a s e r g e a n t ,  
whose race w a s  n o t  mentioned (pg. 7 ) ,  had been s e e n  s t a n d i n g  
on t h e  bank of  a d i t c h  f i r i n g  a n  M-16 i n t o  a d i t c h  f i l l e d  
wi th  c i v i l i a n s  (pg. 6). HOLLADAY cou ld  n o t  remember t h e  num­
b e r  o f  c i v i l i a n s  he  w a s  t o l d  were i n  t h e  d i t c h ,  b u t  he  though t  
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i t  was a l a r g e  number (pgs .  6 ,  7 ) .  HOLLADAY was informed 
t h a t  THOMPSON had evacuated  a c h i l d  t o  a h o s p i t a l  (pg. 6 ) .  
He d i d  n o t  remember be ing  t o l d  t h a t  a c a p t a i n  had been 
observed shoo t ing  a Vietnamese woman (pg. 7 ) .  The two 
main t h i n g s  which HOLLADAY remembered from h i s  c o n v e r s a t i o n  
wi th  WATKE w e r e :  (1) t h e  s h o o t i n g  i n t o  t h e  d i t c h ;  and 
( 2 )  THOMPSON'S t h r e a t  t o  f i r e  upon American s o l d i e r s  (pg. 6 )  . 

(2) HOLLADAY's r e a c t i o n  t o  THOMPSON'S s t o r y .  

HOLLADAY w a s  unable t o  s e p a r a t e  t h e  k i l l i n g  
of  t h e  c i v i l i a n s  from t h e  c o n f r o n t a t i o n  (pg. 1 0 ) .  H e  
f e l t  t h a t  THOMPSON landed because he was a f r a i d  t h a t  t h e  
advancing Americans were going t o  k i l l  t h e  c i v i l i a n s  i n  
t h e  cave (pg.  8)  . HOLLADAY f e l t  t h a t  THOMPSON must have 
been emot iona l ly  overwhelmed t o  do something l i k e  t h i s  
(pg*  8) 

( 3 )  HOLLADAY's d i s c u s s i o n  wi th  WATKE concerning 
what should  be done about  THOMPSON'S r e ~ o r t .  

HOLLADAY at tempted t o  impress upon WATKE 
t h e  r a m i f i c a t i o n s  of  t h e  i n c i d e n t  (pgs .  9 ,  2 6 ) .  HOLLADAY 
cou ld  n o t  d e c i d e  whether  o r  n o t  t o  wake up Genera l  YOUNG 
t h a t  n i g h t  o r  w a i t  u n t i l  t h e  fo l lowing  morning (pg.  1 0 ) .  

b .  The meetina o f  HOLLADAY. WATKE. and YOUNG. 

(1) WATKE r e l a t e s  THOMPSON'S r e p o r t  t o  YOUNG. 

HOLLADAY and WATKE went t o  s e e  General  YOUNG 
about  0800 on t h e  morning of  17 March. (pgs .  1 0 ,  4 4 ) .  They 
went t o  see YOUNG i n s t e a d  o f  KOSTER because YOUNG was 
HOLLADAY's immediate s u p e r i o r  (pg. 11). WATKE r e p e a t e d  t o  
YOUNG t h e  same s t o r y  he had g iven HOLLADAY (pgs .  11, 4 5 ) .  
This  inc luded  t h e  fo l lowing:  (1) t h a t  t h e r e  had been 
e x c e s s i v e  k i l l i n g  of  c i v i l i a n s ;  ( 2 )  t h a t  a s e r g e a n t  had 
been observed f i r i n g  an M-16 i n t o  a d i t c h  f i l l e d  w i t h  
c i v i l i a n s ;  and ( 3 )  t h a t  t h e r e  had been a c o n f r o n t a t i o n  
between THOMPSON and an o f f i c e r  on t h e  ground (pg.  4 5 ) .  
HOLLADAY r e c a l l e d  t h e  remarkable s imi l a r i t  between t h e  
account  of  THOMPSON'S r e p o r t  g iven by WATKi! on bo th  t h e  
1 6 t h  and 1 7 t h .  I f  t h e r e  had been any v a r i a t i o n ,  EIOLLADAY 
would have s p o t t e d  it (pg. 4 9 ) .  
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( 2 )  Y O U N G ' S  r e a c t i o n  t o  THOMPSON'S r e p o r t .  

While YOUNG was concerned about  t h e  
c i v i l i a n  d e a t h s  (pg. 2 5 ) ,  he was more u p s e t  by t h e  
c o n f r o n t a t i o n  (pgs .  1 0 ,  24,  4 4 ,  5 0 ) .  YOUNG was v i s i b l y  
taken back when WATKE recounted  t h e  s t o r y  of  t h e  c o n f r o n t a t i o n  
(pg.  4 5 ) .  On reach ing  t h i s  p o i n t  i n  WATKE's n a r r a t i v e ,  

YOUNG s a i d  "We d o n ' t  want Americans shoo t ing  American 
s o l d i e r s "  (pg.  2 4 ) .  The meeting l a s t e d  about  an hour  
(pg. 5 0 ) .  

c .  The meeting of HENDERSON, HOLLADAY, BARKER, 

-WATKE, and YOUNG a t  LZ D o t t i e .  

(1) Staging of  t h e  meeting.  

From t h e  l e t t e r s  of WATKE t o  h i s  w i f e ,  
HOLLADAY remembered t h a t  t h e  meeting a t  LZ D o t t i e  took 
p l a c e  on t h e  morning of  t h e  18 th  of March (pg.  5 4 ) .  
HOLLADAY d i d  n o t  have an o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  t a l k  w i t h  THOMPSON 
p r i o r  t o  t h e  meeting (pg.  1 3 ) .  The meeting,which was h e l d  
i n  BARKER'S van,  l a s t e d  f o r  about  45 minutes (pgs .  3 0 , 5 5 ) ,  
and t e rmina ted  j u s t  b e f o r e  noon (pg. 1 6 ) .  YOUNG opened 
t h e  meeting by s a y i n g ,  "We a r e  t h e  only  f i v e  people  t h a t  
know about  t h i s "  (pgs .  1 3 ,  5 7 ) .  HOLLADAY presumed t h a t  
YOUNG was r e f e r r i n g  t o  t h e  meeting (pgs .  1 4 ,  57,  59) . 
There i s  no doubt  i n  HOLLADAY1s mind t h a t  YOUNG made t h i s  
s t a t e m e n t  (pg. 6 0 ) .  

(2 )  WATKE recoun t s  THOMPSON'S r e p o r t .  

Immediately a f t e r  YOUNG'S s t a t e m e n t ,  
WATKE r e t o l d  h i s  s t o r y  f o r  t h e  t h i r d  t i m e  (pg.  1 4 ) .  H e  
recounted  t h e  fo l lowing :  (1) t h a t  a s e r g e a n t  had been 
observed s h o o t i n g  people i n  a d i t c h ;  ( 2 )  t h a t  t h e r e  had 
been e x c e s s i v e  k i l l i n g ;  and ( 3 )  t h e  c o n f r o n t a t i o n  and 
THOMPSON'S subsequent  evacua t ion  of t h e  women and c h i l d r e n  
from t h e  cave (pgs .  1 4 ,  5 6 ) .  HOLLADAY i s  c e r t a i n  t h a t  
WATKE e s t i m a t e d  t h e  number of c i v i l i a n s c a s u a l t i e s  a t  120 
(pg. 1 3 ) .  Nothing was brought  o u t  about  a c a p t a i n  shoo t ing  
a woman o r  t h e  use  of smoke t o  mark wounded c i v i l i a n s  
(pg. 1 4 )  . 

( 3 )  YOUNG o r d e r s  HENDERSON t o  make an i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  

A t  t h e  conclus ion  o f  WATKE's s t o r y ,  YOUNG 
d i r e c t e d  HENDERSON t o  i n v e s t i g a t e  t h e  i n c i d e n t  (pg .  1 5 ) .  
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HOLLADAY recalls that HENDERSON was given an extremely 
 

short period of time, not more than 72 hours, to complete 
 

his report (pgs. 15, 17). HOLLADAY thought that this was 
 

an extremely short period of time to prepare a report of 
 

this magnitude (pg. 56). HENDERSON was not required to 
 

get written statements from witnesses under oath (pg. 16). 
 

There was no indication that a written directive appointing 
 

HENDERSON as the investigating officer would follow (pq.16). 
 

HOLLADAY did not think that any instructions were given to 
 

HENDERSON other than to investigate the incident (pgs. 15, 
 

57). He assumed that the report was to be written (pg. 26). 

(4) Discussion of the incident at the meeting. 

The word "atrocity" was never used at this 
meeting (pg. 15). HOLLADAY did not recall instructions 
to refrain from discussing the incident (pg. 68). He did 
not remember BARKER being directed to get a breakdown of 
the civilian casualties (pg. 3 3 ) ,  nor did he recall any 
suggestion at the meeting that My Lai be overflown to 
determine if the incident had indeed occurred (pg. 32). 

*.. 

i3 
,.W 

CD 

(5) HOLLADAY's recollection of HENDERSON'S 
investigation. 

When the meeting was over, HOLLADAY returned 
to his helicopter without talking to either HENDERSON 
or BARKER (pg. 59). He did not know if WATKE or other 
members of the unit were called in to talk to HENDERSON 
(pgs. 17, 58). 

2. REPORTS OF INVESTIGATION. 

a. YOUNG informs HOLLADAY that KOSTER knew of the 
 

event. 
 


On the 18th, YOUNG informed HOLLADAY that KOSTER 
 

had been told of the incident (pg. 16). Neither HOLLADAY 
 

nor WATKE was given an opportunity to present the 
 

matter to KOSTER personally (pg. 16). 
 


b . IIENDERSON' s report. 

(1) HOLLADAY discusses THOMPSON'S story with PARSON. 
 


Because PARSON had "jumped" HOLLADAY several 
 

times for not keeping him informed, HOLLADAY told PARSON 
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of t h e  i n c i d e n t  sometime on t h e  1 7 t h  (pgs .  17 ,  6 4 ) .  When 
PARSON asked why HOLLADAY had gone t o  YOUNG f i r s t ,  HOLLADAY 
exp la ined  t h a t  YOUNG was h i s  r a t i n g  o f f i c e r  (pg.  6 4 ) .  
PARSON became q u i t e  p e r t u r b e d  about  t h e  i n c i d e n t  and 
ques t ioned  how we could  win over  t h e  Vietnamese people  
wi th  i n c i d e n t s  l i k e  t h i s  (pg.  6 4 ) .  He was v i s i b l y  and 
f o r c i b l y  shaken by t h e  e v e n t  (pg .  64) . Sometime a f t e r  
t h i s ,  P A ~ O Nshowed HOLLADAY t h e  HENDERSON r e p o r t  o u t s i d e  
of  o f f i c i a l  channels  (pgs .  1 7 ,  66) . 

The r e p o r t  i t s e l f .  

The r e p o r t  which HOLLADAY saw was E x h i b i t  
R - 1  (pg. 1 8 ) .  HOLLADAY r e c a l l e d  t h a t  it concluded t h a t  
2 0  c i v i l i a n s  had been i n a d v e r t e n t l y  k i l l e d  by a r t i l l e r y  f i r e  
and gunships (pg.  1 9 ) .  No mention was made of  THOMPSON'S 
r e p o r t .  

HOLLADAY's r e a c t i o n  t o  HENDERSON'S r e p o r t .  

HOLLADAY d i d  n o t  f e e l  t h e n ,  nor  d i d  h e  f e e l  
now, t h a t  t h e  c o n t e n t  of t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  was respons ive  
t o  THOMPSON'S a l l e g a t i o n s  o r  t o  Y O U N G ' S  d i r e c t i v e  (pg. 6 6 ) .  
He cons ide red  t h e  r e p o r t  t o  be  a coverup (pg.  1 9 ) .  HOLLADAY 
f e l t  i n c l i n e d  t o  t a k e  t h e  m a t t e r  t o  YOUNG o r  KOSTER b u t  d i d  
n o t  (pg. 2 0 ) .  H e  can t h i n k  of  no reason  why he d i d  n o t  
(pg. 2 0 ) .  HOLLADAY never  heard  anything e l s e  about  t h e  
r e p o r t  (pg. 2 1 ) .  

b.  O t h e r  m a t t e r s  w h i c h l e d  him t o  know o f  r e p o r t s .  

HOLLADAY was n o t  aware of any o t h e r  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  
concerning t h i s  m a t t e r  made by Americans o r  Vietnamese 
(pg.  2 2 ) .  H e  never  spoke t o  h i s  p i l o t s  o r  ae ro - scou t  
u n i t  t o  o b t a i n  a d d i t i o n a l  in fo rmat ion  concerning t h e  
i n c i d e n t  (pgs .  22, 7 1 ) .  He could  n o t  r e c a l l  speak ing  t o  t h e  
I G ,  SJA, d i v i s i o n  c h a p l a i n ,  o r  h i s  e x e c u t i v e  o f f i c e r  
about  it (pg. 7 1 ) .  H e  d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  s e e i n g  a t h r e e  by 
f i v e  ca rd  wi th  a breakdown of  c a s u a l t i e s  caused on t h e  
My Lai  o p e r a t i o n  (pg.  1 9 ) .  

3 .  OTHER INFORMATION 

a. The r e c e i p t  of  KOSTER1s c o n g r a t u l a t o r y  l e t t e r .  

HOLLADAY r e c e i v e d  a  mul t i -addressed  c o n g r a t u l a t o r y  
message from KOSTER on t h e  19 th  r e l a t i v e  t o  t h e  a c t i o n  on 
t h e  16 th  (pg. 2 1 ) .  HOLLADAY f e l t  t h a t  h i s  u n i t  was inc luded  
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as an addressee, not because of anything that it did in 
 

terms of WESTMORELAND'S comments, but as a reward for 
 

keeping quiet (pgs. 61, 70). HOLLADAY discussed this 
 

with WATKE who agreed with HOLLADAY1s conclusion (pg.61). 
 


b .  Knowledge of the My Lai operation at division 
headquarters. 

HOLLADAY . felt that the My Lai incident was 
general knowledge around headquarters (pg. 23). He did 
not know if the SJA or IG knew about it (pg. 23) . 

c. Use of the term "murder" to describe the incident. 
 


HOLLADAY recalled that the term "murder" was used 
 

several times during the course of the various meetings 
 

(pg. 51) . He recalled that WATKE used it in the meeting 
between WATKE, HOLLADAV, and YOUNG (pg. 51). He also 
remembered it being used in the meeting between WATKE, 
IIOLLADAY, BARKER, YOUNG, and HENDERSON (pg. 51). The 
term "indiscriminate killing" or "indiscriminate firing 
upon civilians" was also used (pg. 51). 

KOSTER1s concern about the killing of civilians. 
 


KOSTER brought up the killing of innocent civilians 
 

at many of the staff meetings (pg. 68). The first time 
 

HOLLADAY recalled this being discussed was sometime in 
 

April (pg. 69). 
 


e. Miscellaneous. 
 


HOLLADAY had the impression that KOSTER kept 
PARSON informed (pg. 68) . HOLLADAY never related 
the dissolution of Task Force Barker with the My ~ a i  
incident (pg. 69). 

(HOLLADAY) 6 SUM APP T-12 
 


FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 
 




- - 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

EXHIBITS 

EXHIBI7 
NUMBER DESCRIPTION ' NOTES PAGES 

I iw i t  d i d  n o t  recal l1  
MACV D i r e c t i v e  20-4 s e e i n g  b e f o r e .  28 

E x h i b i t  e n t e r e d  
America1 Requ la t ion  525-4 i n t o  r e c o r d .  30 
WESTMORELAND1s l e t t e r  t o  E x h i b i t  e n t e r e d  
KOSTER i n t o  r e c o r d .  2 1 , 2 2  

Document e n t e r e d  
I11 MAF Order  5820.1 ( i n t o  r e c o r d .  W i t  (

1 d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  I 
s e e i n g  it b e f o r e .  28,29 

America1 l e t t e r  W i t  r e c a l l e d  
24 March 1968 ( l e t t e r .  1 69 
WATKE'S l e t t e r  t o  h i s  ( L e t t e r  e n t e r e d  I 
w i f e  16 March 1 i n t o  r e c o r d .  
WATKE1s l e t t e r  t o  h i s  I L e t t e r  
w i f e ,  17  March I i n t o  r e c o r d .  ( 35 
WATKE'S  le t ter  t o  h i s  I L e t t e r  e n t e r e d  I 
w i f e ,  18  March I i n t o  r e c o r d .  35 

I E x h i b i t  e n t e r e d  
1 1 t h  Bde J o u r n a l  MFR 1 i n t o  r e c o r d .  W i t  1 

I 	q u e s t i o n e d  from I 
J o u r n a l .  55,56 
W i t  had n o t  s e e n  L U I ~ I  

HENDERSON'S Repor t  	  	 i n c l o s u r e s  b e f o r e .  66 ,65  
W l t  was shown 
r e p o r t  by PARSON. 
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SUMMARY OF RECALL TESTIMONY 

WITNESS: HOLLADAY, John L .  LTC 

DATE OF TESTIMONY : 1 0  February 1970 

PLACE OF TESTIMONY: Pentagon 

WITNESS SUSPECTED OF: D e r e l i c t i o n  o f  duty  i n  f a i l i n g  t o  
r e p o r t  t o  s u p e r i o r  a u t h o r i t i e s  h i s  s u s p i c i o n s  t h a t  an 
inadequa te  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  was made i n t o  t h e  a l l e g a t i o n s  of  
t h e  k i l l i n g  o f  c i v i l i a n s  a t  My Lai  and d e r e l i c t i o n  i n  
f a i l u r e  t o  t a k e  f u r t h e r  a c t i o n  i n  r e p o r t i n g  t h i s  m a t t e r .  

COUNSEL: Cap ta in  J . E .  HOLMES, Judge Advocate G e n e r a l ' s  
Corps, a s s i g n e d  OTJAG,  Pentagon. 

DUTY ASSIGNMENT ON 16 MARCH 1968: Commander, 123d 
Avia t ion  B a t t a l i o n .  

1. INQUIRIES AFTER THE ASSAULT. 

a .  WATKE's meeting wi th  HOLLADAY. 

Major WATKE r e p o r t e d  t o  L ieu tenan t  Colonel  HOLLADAY 
a t  approximately 2200 hours  on 16 March 1968 (pg. 8 7 ) .  
HOLLADAY d i d  n o t  ask  WATKE why h e  had n o t  r e p o r t e d  e a r l i e r  
i n  t h e  day. However, he had n o t  been t h e r e  and d i d  n o t  know 
i f  WATKE had t r i e d  t o  c o n t a c t  him e a r l i e r  (pg. 8 8 ) .  WATKE 
d i d  n o t  r e l a t e  anything which he  had p e r s o n a l l y  seen  o v e r  
My Lai  o r  hea rd  over  t h e  a i r  (pg. 84) . The w i t n e s s  d i d  n o t  
r e c a l l  WATKE say ing  any th ing  about  THOMPSON popping smoke 
t o  mark wounded n o r t h  o f  Highway 521 o r  abou t  a c a p t a i n  
s h o o t i n g  a  woman (pg. 8 4 ) .  H e  d i d  n o t  r e c o l l e c t  any re ­
f e r e n c e  t o  burning a t  My Lai  (pg. 1 1 7 ) .  HOLLADAY d i d  n o t  
r e c a l l  i f  WATKE s a i d  he had spoken t o  BARKER o r  anyone else 
i n  t h e  t a s k  f o r c e  (pg. 1 1 5 ) .  Thus, h e  assumed t h e r e  could  
have been a s i t u a t i o n  where no one from t h e  t a s k  f o r c e  knew 
about  t h e  a l l e g a t i o n  u n t i l  t h e  meeting on 18 March (pgs.  88,  
8 9 ) .  There was c o r r o b o r a t i o n  o f  THOMPSON'S a l l e g a t i o n s  by 
o t h e r  p i l o t s  t o  whom WATKE spoke,  b u t  HOLLADAY c o u l d  no t  now 
remember t h e i r  names (pgs.  86,  87) . HOLLADAY a s c e r t a i n e d  
t h a t  WATKE knew what he was t a l k i n g  about  and t h i s  inc luded  
c o r r o b o r a t i o n  o f  THOMPSON'S s t o r y  (pg.  8 6 ) .  

(HOLLADAY) 1 SUM APP T-12A 

-3R OFFICIAL USE ONLY 
 




FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 
 

b .  HOLLADAY1s and WATKE's meeting wi th  YOUNG. 

WATKE and HOLLADAY m e t  w i th  General  YOUNG a t  
approximately 0800 on t h e  1 7 t h ,  and WATKE r e p e a t e d  t o  
YOUNG t h e  s t o r y  he had t o l d  HOLLADAY t h e  p rev ious  n i g h t  
(pgs .  78, 8 6 ) .  No one e l s e  was p r e s e n t  a t  t h i s  meeting 
(pg.  8 5 ) .  WATKE s a i d  t h a t  THOMPSON had informed him o f  
i n d i s c r i m i n a t e  and unnecessary k i l l i n g  o f  c i v i l i a n s  by 
ground f o r c e s ,  and o f  h i s  t h r e a t  t o  f i r e  upon advancing 
Americans i f  they  harmed some c i v i l i a n s  i n  a cave (pg.  79) . 
The number o f  c a s u a l t i e s  mentioned was 120,  and t h e  
c l e a r  i m p l i c a t i o n  was t h a t  they  had been k i l l e d  by s m a l l  
arms f i r e  (pgs .  79, 8 3 ) .  HOLLADAY d i d  n o t  remember i f  
YOUNG was t o l d  t h a t  noncombatants had been p icked up by a  
gunship ,  b u t  WATKE made i t  c l e a r  t h a t  THOMPSON had sough t  
t h e  p r o t e c t i o n  o f  h i s  doorgunners a g a i n s t  Americans who 
were t h r e a t e n i n g  c i v i l i a n s  (pg. 8 3 ) .  HOLLADAY d i d  n o t  
r e c a l l  any mention of  c i v i l i a n s  be ing  caught  i n  a c r o s s ­
f i r e ,  b u t  remembered t h a t  WATKE r e l a y e d  THOMPSON'S 
o b s e r v a t i o n  o f  a s e r g e a n t  f i r i n g  i n t o  a d i t c h  (pg .  79) . 
YOUNG was t o l d  t h a t  THOMPSON had evacuated  a  wounded c h i l d  
(pg.  79) . WATKE d i d  a l l  t h e  t a l k i n g ,  b u t  t h e r e  were 
q u e s t i o n s  i n t e r p o s e d  by YOUNG (pg. 9 0 ) .  No one was Ca l l ed  
i n  dur ing  t h i s  p e r i o d ,  and no phone c a l l s  were made 
(pg.  90) . The s t o r y  took about  4 5  minutes t o  r ecoun t  
(pg.  9 0 ) .  HOLLADAY f e l t  t h a t  murder had been committed, 
and he thought  t h i s  f a c t  had been t r a n s m i t t e d  t o  YOUNG 
(pg. 8 1 ) .  Although YOUNG was concerned about  t h e  non­
combatant c a s u a l t i e s ,  he seemed more t r o u b l e d  by t h e  
c o n f r o n t a t i o n  (pgs .  80, 8 9 ) .  YOUNG s a i d ,  "We d o n ' t  want 
~ m e r i c a n s  s h o o t i n g  Americans" (pg. 82) . The w i t n e s s  was 
a b l e  t o  r e a d  Y O U N G ' S  f e e l i n g s  through h i s  f a c i a l  e x p r e s s i o n s  
and i n t e r j e c t i o n s  (pg. 8 9 ) .  HOLLADAY had t h e  impress ion  
t h a t  t h e  m a t t e r  was i n  command channels  and would be  
r e s o l v e d  even though no d i r e c t i o n s  were i s s u e d  a t  t h a t  
t ime and he d i d  n o t  know how YOUNG planned t o  a t t a c k  t h e  
problem (pgs .  81, 9 0 ) .  HOLLADAY d i d  n o t  ask t o  s e e  General  
KOSTER (pg. 82) . 

c .  F u r t h e r  a c t i o n s  and d i s c u s s i o n s  on t h e  1 7 t h .  

(1) HOLLADAY1s a c t i o n s  on t h e  17 th .  

HOLLADAY d i d  n o t  i n t e r v i e w  t h e  p i l o t s  o r  crews 
o f  t h e  aero-scout  u n i t  on t h e  17 th  because e v e n t s  i n  t h e  
war were moving t o o  q u i c k l y  and because he had g r e a t  f a i t h  
i n  WATKE whom he d i d  n o t  b e l i e v e  would have come t o  him i f  
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he had n o t  been convinced o f  t h e  a l l e g a t i o n ' s  t r u t h  
(pg.  9 1 ) .  H e  never  t o l d  WATKE t o  make'an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  
o r  g e t  s t a t e m e n t s  from wi tnesses  (pg.  1 1 8 ) .  HOLLADAY 
t o l d  h i s  e x e c u t i v e  o f f i c e r , L i e u t e n a n t  Colonel  LANGSTON, 
about  t h e  s t o r y  sometime l a t e r ,  b u t  d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  t h e  
d e t a i l  i n  which he r e l a t e d  i t  and he  never  cons ide red  
having LANGSTON making a p re l iminary  type  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  
(pg .  9 3 ) .  The on ly  people  w i t h  whom t h e  a l l e g a t i o n  w a s  
d i s c u s s e d  on t h e  1 7 t h  were YOUNG and PARSON (pg.  89) . 

( 2 )  Discuss ion  wi th  PARSON. 

HOLLADAY t o l d  Colonel  PARSON about  t h e  
i n c i d e n t  somewhere between 1700 and 1900 hours  on t h e  17 th  
i n  PARSON'S o f f i c e  (pg.  103) . PARSON was d i s t u r b e d  abou t  
t h e  f a c t  t h a t  HOLLADAY had n o t  qone d i r e c t l y  t o  him u n t i l  
HOLLADAY e x p l a i n e d  t h a t  he had f i r e s p o k e n  t o  YOUNG be­
c ause  YOUNG was h i s  r a t i n g  o f f i c e r  (pg .  103) . HOLLADAY 
t o l d  PARSON t h e  s t o r y  and had no doubt  t h a t  PARSON 
understood it (pg.  1 0 3 ) .  PARSON s a i d ,  " T h a t ' s  murder",  
and "We're t r y i n g  t o  win t h e  people  over  and we do t h i n g s  
l i k e  t h a t "  (pg. 103) . PARSON was ve ry  much shaken by what 
HOLLADAY t o l d  him (pg. 103) . HOLLADAY d i d  n o t  know a t  
t h i s  t i m e  abou t  t h e  18 March meeting and d i d  n o t  r e t u r n  
t o  b r i e f  PARSON on it a f t e r  t h e  meeting occur red  (pg.  104) . 

d .  Meeting a t  LZ D o t t i e  on t h e  1 8 t h .  

WATKE and HOLLADAY a r r i v e d  a t  LZ D o t t i e  a t  
approximately 1000 hours  on 18 March f o r  t h e i r  meeting 
wi th  YOUNG, HENDERSON, and BARKER (pg. 93) . They spoke 
w i t h  BARKER b e f o r e  t h e  m e t i n g ,  b u t  avoided d i s c u s s i o n  of  
t h e  m a t t e r  (pgs .  93 ,  94) . A f t e r  YOUNG and HENDERSON 
a r r i v e d  t h e  e n t i r e  group went i n t o  BARKER'S t r a i l e r ,  and 
YOUNG opened t h e  meeting by s a y i n g ,  "No one knows about  
t h i s  b u t  t h e  f i v e  people i n  t h i s  room' (pg.  9 4 ) .  HOLLADAY 
thought  t h a t  t h i s  remark r e f e r r e d  t o  t h e  meeting i t s e l f  
(pgs. 94,  98,  99) . YOUNG then t u r n e d  t h e  f l o o r  o v e r  t o  
HOLLADAY, who had WATKE t e l l  h i s  s t o r y  (pg.  94)  . The 
word " c r o s s f i r e "  was n o t  used i n  WATKE's p r e s e n t a t i o n  
(pg. 9 7 ) .  WATKE t o l d  t h e  same s t o r y  he had q iven  p r e v i o u s l y  
and was s t r a i g h t f o r w a r d  i n  h i s  p r e s e n t a t i o n  (pg. 9 6 ) .  
Although HOLLADAY had n o t  spoken t o  e i t h e r  HENDERSON o r  
BARKER about  t h e  a f f a i r ,  he had t h e  f e e l i n g  t h a t  they  knew 
what was coming a s  both  were q u i e t  and n e i t h e r  expressed  
d i s b e l i e f  o r  appeared angry (pgs .  96 ,  97 ,  98)  . When WATKE 
had completed h i s  p r e s e n t a t i o n  YOUNG r e i t e r a t e d ,  "We d o n ' t  
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want Americans s h o o t i n g  Americans" (pg. 96) . YOUNG then  
o rde red  HENDERSON t o  i n v e s t i g a t e  t h e  i n c i d e n t  and r e p o r t  
back t o  him w i t h i n  72 hours  (pg.  9 6 ) .  HOLLADAY remembered 
72 a s  t h e  hours  a l l o t t e d  because  a t  t h e  t i m e  he  f e l t  i t  was 
ext remely  s h o r t  (pg. 9 6 ) .  HOLLADAY b e l i e v e d  t h e r e  was no 
doubt t h a t  HENDERSON was t o  respond t o  t h e  a l l e g a t i o n s  
concerning t h e  c o n f r o n t a t i o n  and t h e  noncombatant c a s u a l t i e s  
a s  they  had been made by WATKE (pg. 9 7 ) .  YOUNG d i d  n o t  use  
t h e  occas ion  t o  e x p r e s s  h i s  views on what t h e  a t t i t u d e  
should  be  toward c i v i l i a n s  (pg. 98) . HOLLADAY was under 
t h e  impress ion  t h a t ,  d e s p i t e  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  YOUNG s t i l l  
seemed more concerned about  t h e  c o n f r o n t a t i o n  than  t h e  
c i v i l i a n  c a s u a l t i e s ,  YOUNG was t a k i n g  t h e  normal s t e p s  
t h a t  should  be t aken  i n  such a s i t u a t i o n  (pg .  9 9 ) .  HOLLADAY 
had no doubt  t h a t  YOUNG knew e v e r y t h i n g  he knew about  t h e  
a f f a i r ;  however, no th ing  was s a i d  about  KOSTER,and HOLLADAY 
d i d  n o t  know whether  o r  n o t  KOSTER was aware o f  t h e  
a l l e g a t i o n s  (pgs .  101,  1 0 2 ) .  Nothing was s a i d  about  
d i s c i p l i n a r y  a c t i o n  f o r  any o f  t h e  p a r t i e s  involved i n  
t h e  c o n f r o n t a t i o n  (pg.  1 0 2 ) .  Nothing was s a i d  about  
s e c r e t i n g  t h e  matter (pg. 1 0 2 ) .  The meeting l a s t e d  be- 
tween 20 t o  4 5  minutes and was deadly  s e r i o u s  (pgs .  9 8 ,  
100,  1 0 1 ) .  YOUNG was p r e s e n t  throughout  t h e  meeting 
(pg. 1 0 0 ) .  The w i t n e s s  d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  a meeting between 
HENDERSON and WATKE fo l lowing  YOUNG'S meeting o r  a 
d i s c u s s i o n  of t h e  s u b j e c t  w i t h  BARKER (pgs .  99-101).  

e .  Events immediately fo l lowing  t h e  meeting a t  
LZ D o t t i e .  

(1) KOSTER i s  informed.  

On e i t h e r  t h e  17 th  o r  1 8 t h  YOUNG informed 
HOLLADAY t h a t  KOSTER had been t o l d  o f  THOMPSON'S 
a l l e g a t i o n  (pgs .  107,  1 1 6 ) .  However, KOSTER never  spoke 
t o  HOLLADAY about  it (pg.  1 1 7 ) .  

( 2 )  A t t i t u d e  o f  HOLLADAY1s men. 

No one w e r  came t o  speak t o  h i s  people  about  
t h e  i n c i d e n t  (pg. 108) . He d i d  n o t  know i f  they  were 
cau t ioned  n o t  t o  t a l k  about  it (pg. 1 1 7 ) .  is men knew 
p a r t s  of  t h e  s t o r y ,  b u t  he d i d  n o t  know they  had guffawed 
an o f f i c e r  b r i e f i n g  them on t h e  r e s u l t s  of  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  
(pgs .  117,  1 1 8 ) .  
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(3)  Congra tu la to ry  le t ter .  

On t h e  1 9 t h  o r  20th a c o n g r a t u l a t o r y  
l e t t e r  was s e n t  t o  t h e  123d Avia t ion  B a t t a l i o n  f o r  i t s  
p a r t  i n  t h e  My L a i  o p e r a t i o n  (pg.  1 0 ) .  HOLLADAY f e l t  t h a t  
t h i s  was n o t  deserved and t o l d  WATKE t h a t  t h e  purpose 
of  t h e  l e t t e r  was t o  keep them q u i e t  (pg. 108) . 

HOLLADAY1s r e c o l l e c t i o n  o f  r e l a t e d  m a t t e r s .  

The w i t n e s s  r e c a l l e d  no d i s c u s s i o n  w i t h  
ANISTRANSKI, CRESWELL, o r  LEWIS concerning t h e  m a t t e r  
and d i d  n o t  r e l a t e  t h e  conversa t ions  which then  e x i s t e d  
w i t h i n  t h e  s p e c i a l  and g e n e r a l  s t a f f  t o  t h e  l a t t e r  (pgs.  
1 1 4 ,  1 H e  knew no th ing  about  a complaint  from any 
Vietnamese o f f i c i a l ,  and d i d  n o t  know about  ANISTRANSKIts 
c o n v e r s a t i o n  wi th  HENDERSON concerning c i v i l i a n  d e a t h s  
(pgs .  113,  1 1 5 ) .  Although it  could  have happened, he d i d  
n o t  r e c a l l  d i s c u s s i n g  KOSTERts l e t t e r  concerning t h e  
t r e a t m e n t  of  c i v i l i a n s  wi th  WATKE (pgs.  112, 1 1 3 ) .  H e  never  
r e c e i v e d  a r e p o r t  by KUBERT, a  member o f  t h e  aero-scout  
u n i t ,  t h a t  t h e r e  had been 100 t o  150 c i v i l i a n  c a s u a l t i e s  
r e p o r t e d  o v e r  t h e  r a d i o  (pg. 1 2 4 ) .  He r e c a l l e d  no s t a t e m e n t  
by L i e u t e n a n t  LLOYD (pg. 1 2 5 ) .  He hea rd  of no punishment 
meted o u t  t o  anyone i n  t h e  11 th  Brigade a s  a r e s u l t  o f  
t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  (pg. 1 2 5 ) .  Nothing e l s e  occur red  i n  
r e l a t i o n  t o  t h e  i n c i d e n t  from t h e  t i m e  he r e c e i v e d  t h e  
c o n g r a t u l a t o r y  l e t t e r  up t o  t h e  p o i n t  where PARSON showed 
him t h e  r e p o r t  made by HENDERSON (pg. 1 0 9 ) .  

2 .  REPORTS OF INVESTIGATION. 

a .  HOLLADAY s e e s  t h e  HENDERSON r e p o r t .  

early a  month a f t e r  t h e  18 March meeting 
PARSON showed HOLLADAY a r e p o r t  submi t t ed  by HENDERSON 
concerning t h e  i n c i d e n t  (pg. 1 0 4 ) .  H e  cou ld  n o t  r e c a l l  
e x a c t l y  when h e  saw i t ,  b u t  i t  was p r i o r  t o  t h e  Kham Duc 
i n v e s t i g a t i o n  on 13  May (pg. 1 2 0 ) .  The document which he  
saw was t h r e e  q u a r t e r s  t o  one and a ha l f  pages long and s igned  by 
HENDERSON. H e  i d e n t i f i e d  it a s  t h e  document which had been 
e n t e r e d  i n t o  evidence  a s  R-5 (pqs.  105,106,119) . H e  was 
p o s i t i v e  t h a t  t h i s  was t h e  document h e  saw (pg. 119) . There 
were no i n c l o s u r e s  wi th  it (pgs.  106 ,111) .  The paper  s a i d  
t h a t  20 c i v i l i a n s  had been k i l l e d  by t h e  a r t i l l e r y  and gunship  
p rep  preceding t h e  a s s a u l t  (pg.105).  H e  thought  t h a t  it was 
n o t  r e spons ive  t o  t h e  a l l e g a t i o n s  made by WATKE concerning 
unnecessary k i l l i n g s  o f  120 c i v i l i a n s  and i n  a one word 
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e p i t h e t  o f  d i s g u s t  conveyed h i s  d i s i l l u s i o n m e n t  t o  PARSON 
(pgs .  106, 107, 109) . PARSON s o r t  o f  smiled,  and HOLLADAY 
i n t e r p r e t e d  t h i s  a s  agreement (pgs .  109,  123) . HOLLADAY 
f e l t  t h a t  t h i s  was a coverup . by HENDERSON (pgs .  109,121) . 
A t  t h e  t ime he saw i t ,  however, he d i d  n o t  know who e l s e  
had seen it o r  i f  KOSTER had seen i t ,  and,  t h u s ,  he was 
n o t  i n  a p o s i t i o n  t o  judge t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  a t  t h e  
d i v i s i o n  level  (pgs .  121,  122,  123) . Since  PARSON seemed 
t o  agree  w i t h  h i s  f e e l i n g  t h a t  t h e  r e p o r t  was non-responsive,  
HOLLADAY d i d  n o t  f e e l  t h a t  t h i s  would be t h e  end o f  i t  and 
d i d  n o t  s u s p e c t  a command l e v e l  coverup (pgs .  123,  125) . 
HOLLADAY heard  no th ing  f u r t h e r  concerning t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  
(pg.  1 2 3 ) .  He d i d  n o t  know what t h e  command s e c t i o n  d i d  
about  t h e  a l l e g a t i o n  (pg. 1 2 2 ) .  He d i d  n o t  check back 
wi th  PARSON t o  s e e  what was be ing  done, and he took no 
a c t i o n  t o  have t h e  i n c i d e n t  f u r t h e r  i n v e s t i g a t e d  o r  t h e  
c a s e  reopened (pgs.  110,  112,  118,  1 2 3 ) .  He d i d  n o t  know 
why he d i d  n o t  t a l k  t o  t h e  I G  o r  KOSTER (pg.  1 1 9 ) .  

3 .  OTHER INFORMATION. 

a. There was no d i v i s i o n  p o l i c y  t o  remain q u i e t  
about  an i n c i d e n t  pending i t s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  (pg.  1261. 

b.  H e  was unaware o f  an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  a t  Kham Duc 
subsequent  t o  t h e  My Lai  a f f a i r  (pg.  1 2 6 ) .  
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~ e c e m  
(The h e a r i n g  

b e r  1969. ) 
reconvened a t  1532 hours ,  9 

10: The h e a r i n g  w i l l  come t o  o r d e r .  

RCDR : 
PEERS, 

The fo l lowing  named persons  a r e  p r e s e n t :  
MR WEST, MR MACCRATE, MR WALSH, and MAJ LYNN. 

LTG 

RCDR: The r e p o r t e r  w i l l  be sworn. 

(The r e p o r t e r ,  SP4 Al lan  A. BROCKMAN, was sworn.) 

The w i t n e s s  i s  John L. HOLLADAY. 

(LTC HOLLADAY, 527-14-2215, USAASO, s t a t i o n e d  a t  
Los Angeles,  w a s  c a l l e d  a s  a  w i t n e s s ,  w a s  sworn and t e s t i f i e d  
a s  fo l lows  : )  

10: Before w e  p r o c e e d ,  w i l l  you t e l l  m e  what USAASO 
means? 

A. Uni tc2  S t a t e s  Army Aeronau t i ca l  S e r v i c e s  O f f i c e .  
-

10: Colonel  HOLLADAY, b e f o r e  w e  proceed w i t h  any 
q u e s t i o n s ,  I s h a l l  inform you of s e v e r a l  m a t t e r s .  

This  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  was d i r e c t e d ,  j o i n t l y ,  by t h e  
S e c r e t a r y  of  t h e  Army and t h e  Chi2f of  S t a f f ,  Uni ted 
S t a t e s  Army f o r  t h e  purpose of  de te rmin ing  t h e  f a c t s  and 
making recommendations concerning:  

. . 

(1) t h e  adequacy of  p r i o r  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s ,  i n q u i r i e s ,  
i n t e r v i e w s ,  and subsequent  reviews and r e p o r t s  w i t h i n  
t h e  cha in  of  command o f  what i s  now commonly r e f e r r e d  t o  as 
t h e  My L a i  i n c i d e n t  of 1 6  March 1968, and 

( 2 )  p o s s i b l e  suppres s ion  and wi thho ld ing  of  
i n fo rma t ion  by any person who had a  du ty  t o  r e p o r t  and t o  
f u r n i s h  in fo rma t ion  concerning t h i s  i n c i d e n t .  

This  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  i s  n o t  be ing  conducted t o  
i n v e s t i g a t e  a l l  t h e  f a c t s  o r  c i rcumstances  as t o  what 
hap;. med a t  My La i .  I t  i s  d i r e c t e d  a t  t h o s e  s p e c i f i c  
purposes which I have j u s t  s t a t e d .  Do you have any q u e s t i o n s  
on t h o s e  two? 
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A. No, sir.  

I0 : I have had made a v a i l a b l e  t o  me and have re­
viewed p r i o r  o f f i c i a l  s t a t e m e n t s  o b t a i n e d  i n  o t h e r  o f f i c i a l  
i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  i n  t h e  My L a i  i n c i d e n t .  

Your tes t imony t h i s  a f t e rnoon  w i l l  be t aken  under 
o a t h .  A verba t im t r a n s c r i p t  w i l l  be p repa red .  A t a p e  
r eco rd ing  i s  be ing  made i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  verba t im n o t e s  
be ing  t aken  by t h e  r e p o r t e r .  

Although t h e  g e n e r a l  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  of t h e  r e p o r t  
w i l l  be c o n f i d e n t i a l ,  it i s  p o s s i b l e  t h a t  t es t imony,  a t  
l e a s t  p a r t s  of it, may la ter  become a  m a t t e r  of p u b l i c  
knowledge, 

There a r e  s e v e r a l  people  h e r e  i n  t h e  room who may 
ask you q u e s t i o n s .  They w i l l  s o  ask you i n  my b e h a l f .  
S p e c i f i c a l l y ,  a t  t h e  moment, it i s  M r .  WEST who comes from 
t h e  General  Counsel ' s Off i c e  and who i s  a c t i n g  a s  a deputy 
f o r  m e .  He i s  a u t h o r i z e d  t o  ask q u e s t i o n s .  I n  a d d i t i o n ,  
on my l e f t ,  I have M r .  MACCRATE, and on your l e f t  you have 
M r .  WALSH, who a r e  s e r v i n g  a s  l e g a l  counse l  t o  a s s i s t  m e  i n  
t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  and t h e y  t o o  may ask q u e s t i o n s .  However, 
I would l i k e  you t o  know i n  t h e  f i n a l  a n a l y s i s  I have t h e  
r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  of weighing t h i s  ev idence  and making t h e  
f i n a l  f i n d i n g s  and recommendations. 

You a r e  o rde red  n o t  t o  d i s c u s s  your t es t imony du r ing  
t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  w i t h  o t h e r s ,  i n c l u d i n g  o t h e r  w i t n e s s e s  
i n  t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  excep t  i n  t h e  performance of  o f f i c i a l  
d u t i e s  o r  a s  you may be r e q u i r e d  s o  t o  do b e f o r e  a competent 
j u d i c i a l  o r  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  body. 

I n  a d d i t i o n ,  you a r e  cau t ioned  t h a t  i f  you are 
s u b j e c t  t o  t h e  o r d e r  i s s u e d  by t h e  m i l i t a r y  judge i n  t h e  
g e n e r a l  cou r t -mar t i a l  ca se  of United S t a t e s  v. C a l l e y ,  
your appearance h e r e  i n  no way changes t h e  a p p l i c a b i l i t y  
o r  e f f e c t  of t h a t  o rde r .  

Do you have any q u e s t i o n s  on t h e  i n fo rma t ion  
which I have j u s t  g iven  you? 

A. N O ,  s ir .  

10: ( T o  MR WEST) No l e g a l  guidance t h a t  you would 
Pike t o  g i v e  a t  t h i s  t ime?  

MR WEST: There d o e s n ' t  seem t o  be any need t o  adv i se .  
We.w i l l  d i spense  w i t h  t h a t .  
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I0 : 
assignment 

Colonel  HOLLADAY, would you g i v e  us 
a s  of  16 March 1968? 

your duty  

A .  I was t h e  commanding o f f i c e r  of t h e  123d Avia t ion  
R a t + a l  i o n .  

Q., How long  had you been i n  t h a t  capac i ty?  

,C\ ", Since  t h e  1 2 t h  of  January 1968. 12 January 1968. . . 

(2  +, For t h e  sake  of  t h e  r e c o r d ,  Colonel  HOLLADAY, 
we wcau.ld l i k e  you t o  g i v e  us a b r i e f  rundown on t h e  
o r y a n i z a t i o n  of your b a t t a l i o n  and who t h e  e lements  normally 
wsrked wi th?  

2.. A l l  r i g h t ,  s i r .  The 123d Avia t ion  B a t t a l i o n  e 
 


i,y ­d las  one t h a t  I organized  from b i t s  a n d - p i e c e s  t h a t  we 
picked up from Task Force Oregon. On t h e  1 6 t h  of March 
1.968, it was organized  i n t o  a  g e n e r a l  suppor t  company c a l l e d  
Canpany A. That  company had 2 2  U H - 1 D  h e l i c o p t e r s ,  s l i c k s  o r  
l i f t  h e l i c o p t e r s ,  and t h e i r  miss ion  was t o  p rov ide  g e n e r a l  
sugpor t  f o r  a l l  t h e  a v i a t i o n  needs of t h e  d i v i s i o n .  We 
a l s o  had a n o t h e r  o r g a n i z a t i o n .  I n  t h e  s t a n d a r d  i n f a n t r y  
d i v i s i o n ,  i n  t h e  a v i a t i o n  b a t t a l i o n ,  t h e r e  would have been 
2. I3 Company. W e  d i d  n o t  have a Company B. W e  had an 
aero-scout  company, p r o v i s i o n a l ,  t h a t  we had organized .  I t  
c o n s i s t e d  of f i v e  L O H ' s ,  t h e s e  were H-23G model h e l i c o p t e r s ,  
seven UH-1B gunsh ips ,  and f i v e  UH-1D l i f t  h e l i c o p t e r s .  So 
we had a Headquar ters  Company, Company A a s  I have des-  
c r i b e d ,  and t h e  aero-scout  company a t  t h a t  t ime.  

Q. The aero-scout  company, which u n i t  d i d  it 
normally work wi th?  

.A, A t  t h a t  t ime  it w a s  working i n  t h e  Muscatine 
a r e a ,  which was an a r e a  between Quang Ngai and Chu L a i ,  
and it was working w i t h  Task Force Barker.  

cli . So, would it be f a i r  t o  s t a t e  t h a t  t hey  were n o t  
working under d i r e c t  o p e r a t i o n a l  c o n t r o l ,  b u t  t h a t  t h e y  

? r e  t h e  s u p p o r t  element a t  t h a t  t ime f o r  t h e  aero-scout  
a c t i v i t i e s  f o r  Task Force Barker?  Would t h a t  be  a c o r r e c t  
assumption? 
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A. That  i s  c o r r e c t ,  s ir .  We e l e c t e d  n o t  t o  p u t  
them under t h e  o p e r a t i o n a l  c o n t r o l  f o r  a prolonged b a s i s  
of e i t h e r  Task Force Barker o r  t h e  1 1 t h  Brigade,  which 
was r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  Muscatine,  b u t  r a t h e r  t o  r e t a i n  them 
a t  t h e  d i v i s i o n  l e v e l  and t o  a s s i g n  them almost  d a i l y .  
Ac tua l ly ,  it d i d n ' t  work o u t  t h a t  way. That was t h e  
t heo ry ,  b u t  t hey  were down i n  Muscatine a l l  t h e  t ime.  

Q. Who was t h e  commander of  your Bravo Company? 

A. The aero-scout  company? Major Fred WATKE. 

Q o  You knew t h a t  as t h e  aero-scout  company, n o t  
Bravo Company? 

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  We r e f e r r e d  t o  them a s  t h e  aero-scout  
company. 

Q- And how d i d  t h e y  normally s t a g e ?  

A. I t  was probably  a  two-phased a f f a i r .  Our home 
b a s e ,  i f  you w i l l ,  was a t  Ky H a ,  which was p a r t  of t h e  Chu 
Lai  defense  pe r ime te r .  A s  a m a t t e r  of r o u t i n e ,  t h e  aero-scout  
company l e f t  eve ry  morning and went down t o  LZ D o t t i e .  W e  
c o n s t r u c t e d  f a i r l y  l a r g e  h e l i p a d s  down t h e r e  t o  ho ld  them. 
To answer your  q u e s t i o n ,  I say  they  s t a g e d  o u t  of LZ D o t t i e .  

Q e  But t hey  normal ly  ove rn igh ted  a t  your base  i n  o r  
n e a r  Chu La i?  

A. Always . 
Q. Did you have t h e  neces sa ry  revetments  a t  D o t t i e  
f o r  them? 

A. No, sir. W e  had no revetments  a t  D o t t i e .  

Q. None of them h a b i t u a l l y  s t a y e d  t h e r e  ove rn igh t?  

A. None of  them t o  my knowledge e v e r  s t a y e d  ove rn igh t .  

(1. Coming back t o  t h e  1 6 t h  of  March, it has  been 
f a i r l y  w e l l  e s t a b l i s h e d  t h a t  e lements  of  your ae ro-scout  
u n i t s  suppor t ed  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  i n  t h e  g e n e r a l  My La i  a r e a  
t h a t  morning. Were you f a m i l i a r  w i th  any of t h e  o r d e r s  
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i s s u e d  t o  t h e  u n i t s  p r i o r  t o  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  i t s e l f ?  

NO,  sir.  

Q. You w e r e  n o t  p r e s e n t  a t  D o t t i e  when t h e  o r d e r s  
w e r e  i s s u e d ?  

A. No, s i r .  I w a s  n o t .  

Q. When d i d  it f i r s t  come t o  you r  a t t e n t i o n  t h a t  
something unusua l  had happened w i t h  r e s p e c t  t o  you r  ae ro-
s c o u t  teams t h a t  were working i n  t h e  My L a i  ( 4 )  a r e a ?  

A. It  w a s  abou t  10 o '  c l o c k ,  between 10 :00 and 
1 1 : O O  I would s a y ,  on t h e  n i g h t  of  16 March. 

Q- On t h e  n i g h t ?  

A.  On t h e  n i g h t .  

Q. A n d  who c a l l e d  it t o  you r  a t t e n t i o n ?  
- . 

A. Major WATKE. 

Q Would you i n d i c a t e  what Major WATKE t o l d  you a t  
t h a t  t ime?  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  H e  came t o  my q u a r t e r s  and asked  t o  
see m e ,  and t o l d  m e  t h a t  something had o c c u r r e d  t h a t  day,  
and- f e l t  t h a t  I shou ld  know. I asked  him what it was. 

(The h e a r i n g  r e c e s s e d  a t  1603 h o u r s ,  9 December 

(The h e a r i n g  reconvened a t  1607 h o u r s ,  9 
December 1969. ) 

I0: . The h e a r i n g  w i l l  come t o  o r d e r .  

RCDR: A l l  p e r sons  who w e r e  p r e s e n t  when t h e  h e a r i n g  
r e c e s s e d  are a g a i n  p r e s e n t .  

10: W i l l  you c o n t i n u e  w i t h  your  s t o r y ,  p l e a s e ,  
Colone l  HOLLADAY? 

A. I c a n ' t  r e c a l l  ve rba t im  what he t a l k e d  t o  m e  a b o u t ,  
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b u t  i t  was e s s e n t i a l l y  t h a t  M r .  THOMPSON had wi tnes sed  a 
l o t  of k i l l i n g  of c i v i l i a n s  t h a t  day a t  s o - c a l l e d  
P inkvi lLe .  I n  t h e  cou r se  of  t h e  a c t i o n  a t  a t ime 
t h a t  day,  he se t  h i s  h e l i c o p t e r  down, he was i n  an H-23 
model, and t h r e a t e n e d  t o  shoot  some American s o l d i e r s ,  
one of whom, a s  I r e c a l l ,  was an o f f i c e r ,  i f  t h e y  advanced 
an t h i s  group t h a t  M r .  THOMPSON was a t t empt ing  t o  p r o t e c t .  
A s  I r e c a l l ,  t h e  f i g u r e  12 s t i c k s  i n  my mind, of mixed 
men, women, and c h i l d r e n  who were t r y i n g  t o  g e t  t o  a cave.  
Fe :,+ast h r e a t e n i n g  t h e  American s o l d i e r s  who w e r e  advancing 

persuaded them n o t  t o  advance f a r t h e r ,  and he g o t  them 
t o  co~npa ra t ive  s a f e t y .  And a t  t h i s  t ime  he evacua ted  a 
c h i i d  t o  a h o s p i t a l .  T h a t ' s  e s s e n t i a l l y  t h e  s t o r y  as I 
reinember it, 

Q .  Are you s u r e  t h a t  he i n d i c a t e d  t o  you t h a t  
Mr, THOMPSON had r e p o r t e d  t h a t  he had seen  t h e  
k i l l i n g  of  noncombatants? 

Yes, sir. One ph rase  s t i c k s  i n  my mind, t h a t  
t h e r e  was a s e r q e a n t  s t a n d i n g  on t h e  bank of a d i t c h  f i r i n g  
an M-16 o r  an M-SO r i f l e  i n t o  t h e  c i v i l i a n s  who were 
standing i3 t h e  d i t c h ,  t h e  people  who were i n  t h e  d i t c h  
h i - Two t h i n g s  remain i n  my mind from t h a t  conve r sa t ion ,  (D 

t h e  s7?oot ing  i n  t h e  d i t c h  and h i s  t h r e a t e n i n g  t o  f i r e  
3.poi-i American s o l d i e r s  who were advancing towards t h i s  cave.  

(2. Do you r e c a l l  whether he s a i d  he s a w  t h i s  
i n d i v i d u a l  shoo t ing  i n t o  t h i s  d i t c h ,  o r  he saw h i s  weapon 
was p o i n t i n g  i n t o  t h e  d i r e c t i o n  of t h e  d i t c h  and subsequent ly  
heard  what he cons ide red  g u n f i r e ?  ­

A. S i r ,  as I r e c a l l  t h e  s t o r y ,  a s  it w a s  t o l d  t o  m e  
t h a t  n igh t - -  

Q o  ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  T h a t ' s  what I want. I d o n ' t  want 
t o  c o l o r  i t ,  n o t  a b i t .  

A. Yes, s i r .  H e  observed t h e  s e r g e a n t  s t a n d i n g  on 
t h e  bank of t h e  d i t c h  f i r i n g  i n t o  t h e  c i v i l i a n s  crowding i n t o  

s d i t c h .  

Q. 3 i d  he g i v e  any i n d i c a t i o n  how many people  w e r e  i n  
Y n i s  ,. x n t  

A. A g r e a t  many. I c a n ' t  r e c a l l  t h e  number about  
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t h a t  i n c i d e n t .  I c a n ' t  r e c a l l  t h e  number r evea l ed .  

Q. But it d i d  g i v e  t h e  impress ion  t h a t  t h e r e  w e r e  
a l a r g e  number of c i v i l i a n s  i n  t h e  d i t c h .  And d i d  he i n d i c a t e  
what k ind  of a s e r g e a n t  it was? 

A.  No, sir.  A t  l e a s t  I d o n ' t  remember. 

Q. He d i d n ' t  i n d i c a t e  t h e  c o l o r  of  h i s . s k i n ?  

A.  No, s ir .  A s e r g e a n t .  

Q- Aside from t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  i n c i d e n t ,  d i d  they  
r e l a t e - - d i d  h e  i n d i c a t e  how many a d d i t i o n a l  c i v i l i a n s  he  
might have seen  k i l l e d  o r  wounded? 

A. I would h e s i t a t e  t o  s a y ,  b u t  t h e  f i g u r e  120 
s t i c k s  i n  my mind. But I d o n ' t  know whether  t h a t  evolved 
from t h a t  conve r sa t ion  o r  a s  a l a t e r  f i g u r e .  

Q Did h e  mention anyth ing ,  d i d  Major WATKE mention 
anyth ing  t o  you about  t h a t  t ime concerning an i n c i d e n t  i n  which 
M r .  THOMPSON may have been invo lved ,  when he  observed 
a c a p t a i n  o s t e n s i b l y  s h o o t  and k i l l  a wounded Vietnamese on 
t h e  ground? 

A. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l ,  sir.  

Q. So he  r e l a t e d  t o  you b a s i c a l l y  t h e  two t h i n g s  
t h a t  s t a n d  i n  your  mind. Would you p l e a s e  r e p e a t  t h o s e  
aga in?  These a r e  impor tan t  t o  us  h e r e .  

A. Two t h i n g s  s t a n d  o u t  i n  my mind about  t h a t  
conve r sa t ion ,  and I might p o i n t  o u t  t h a t  w e  t a l k e d  f o r  some 
t ime.  It  j u s t  d i d n ' t  t a k e  5 minutes .  M r .  THOMPSON 
had seen  many c i v i l i a n s  be ing  k i l l e d .  One group i n  t h e  
d i t c h  was be ing  f i r e d  on from t h e  bank by a s e r g e a n t .  Another 
group of 12 ,  who were e i t h e r  t r y i n g  t o  g e t  t o  a cave o r  
he took them t o  t h e  cave,  were be ing  advanced upon by a 
group of American s o l d i e r s .  And he p u t  h i s  h e l i c o p t e r  down and 

h rea t ened  t o  s h o o t  t h e  American s o l d i e r s  i f  they  advanced 
f a r t h e r .  He e i t h e r  g o t  them i n t o  a cave o r  o u t  of a cave 
t o  comparative s a f e t y ,  and a s  I r e c a l l ,  he a t  t h a t  t i m e  
evacua ted  t h e  c h i l d  t o  t h e  h o s p i t a l .  

Q e  
  Was t h e r e  anyth ing  mentioned about  h i s  gunships  
l and ing ,  e i t h e r  a gunship l and ing  t o  evacua te  t h o s e  
i n d i v i d u a l s ,  o r  two t r i p s  by t h e  same gunsh ip ,  o r  bo th  
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gunships  be ing  used? 

A. S i r ,  I unders tand l a t e r  t h a t  gunships  d i d  l a n d  
and t a k e  some people  o u t .  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  from t h a t  con­
v e r s a t i o n .  

& Did Major WATKE mention t o  you any of  t h e  con­
v e r s a t i o n  which ensued between M r .  THOMPSON and t h e  
i n d i v i d u a l  on t h e  ground, t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  of 
t h e  people  n e a r  t h e  bunker? 

A. The only  conve r sa t ion  t h a t  I can remember w e  
d i s c u s s e d  t h a t  n i g h t ,  s o  f a r  a s  M r .  THOMPSON was concerned,  
w a s  h i s  t h r e a t e n i n g  t o  k i l l  t h e  advancing American s o l d i e r s  
i f  t h e y  came on i n  an a t t e m p t  t o  k i l l  t h e s e  1 2  people .  

Q A t  t h a t  t i m e  what was t h e  i n f e r e n c e  t h a t  you drew 
from t h i s ?  

-3 
A. From t h e  whole a f f a i r ?  a3 

CV 
 


Q a  
  
 From t h ~f a c t  t h a t  THOMPSON would go t o  t h e  
e x t e n t  of t h r e a t e n i n g  t o  k i l l  t h e  Americans? 

A, I knew t h a t  he would have had t o  have been CD, 
 

ernot.ionally overwhelmed t o  d r i v e  him t o  do something l i k e  
  

t h i s .  
  


Q - Overwhelmed a t  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  t h a t  t h e  Americans 

might k i l l  t h e s e  noncombatant Vietnamese? Is t h a t  t h e  
  

p o i n t ?  
  


A. I t h i n k  t h e  two t o g e t h e r ,  t h a t  he had a l r e a d y  
wi tnessed  some cons ide rab le  k i l l i n g  and drew t h e  conc lus ion  
t h a t  t h e s e  Americans were going t o  k i l l  t h e  people  i n  t h e  
cave ,  e i t h e r  i n  t h e  cave o r  heading f o r  t h e  cave.  A t  
t h a t  t i m e  he dec ided  t h a t  t hey  were n o t  going t o  k i l l  t h e s e  
c i v i l i a n s .  Then t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  went down and he t h r e a t e n e d  t o  
s h o o t  them. 

Q - Do you know where M r .  THOMPSON picked  up t h e  c h i l d  
t h a t  he subsequent ly  evacuated? 

A. No, s i r .  I do n o t .  

Q a  
  
 Do you r e c a l l  any o t h e r  t h i n g  about your  conve r sa t ion  
t h a t  n i g h t ,  about  1 0  o r  11 o ' c l o c k  on t h e  n i g h t  of t h e  16 th  
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of March wi th  Major WATKE, t h a t  could shed some l i g h t  on 
t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ?  

A. W e l l  we agonized,  i f  I could use  t h a t  t e r m ,  
  

about t h i s ,  and I t r i e d  t o  impress  upon Fred 
  

t h a t  t h e  r a m i f i c a t i o n s  of t h i s  t h i n g  could  be v e i y  bad. 
  I 
 
guess  t h a t ' s  about  it. 
 

Q- Did Major WATKE a t  t h a t  t ime mention anybody 
a s i d e  from Warrant O f f i c e r  THOMPSON who was involved  i n  
t h i s  i n c i d e n t ,  o r  who had knowledge of i t ?  Here I r e f e r  
t o  i n d i v i d u a l s  i n  your u n i t ,  o t h e r  p i l o t s ,  o t h e r  personne l .  

and w e  a sk ing  you t o  r e c a l l  t h i s ,  b u t  we would a p p r e c i a t e  

A. H e  may have,  sir. I c a n ' t  r e c a l l  t h e  names. I ' m  
s u r e  he d i d ,  b u t  I c a n ' t  remember who they  were. 

Q - W e  recognize  t h a t  t h i s  i s  a y e a r  and one-half l a t e r  
a r e  

you r e s e a r c h i n g  your mind i f  t h e r e  a r e  any o t h e r  t h i n g s  
t h a t  were brought  o u t  du r ing  t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  conve r sa t ion .  
This  i s  trertiendously impor tan t  t o  ou r  i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  When 
you mentioned t h a t  you agonized w i t h  Major WATKE on t h i s ,  
d i d  you go i n t o  dep th  about  t h e  f u l l  meaning and t h e  
r a m i f i c a t i o n s  of  what was be ing  s a i d ,  what was be ing  re­
ported? 
 


A.  I t r i e d  t o ,  s i r .  A s  I unders tood it a t  t h e  t ime ,  
it w a s  a lmost  an unbe l i evab le  s t o r y .  I t  took some t ime f o r  
me t o  absorb  it. When I say  agonize ,  I guess t h a t ' s  
what I ' m  r e f e r r i n g  t o .  

Q- I n  your mind d i d  you r ecogn ize  t h a t  a t  t h a t  
t i m e ,  i f  what was r e p o r t e d  was t r u e ,  t h i s  was a major 
war a t r o c i t y ?  

A. I would h e s i t a t e  t o  use  t h a t  term. I d o n ' t  
t h i n k  t h a t  I would have r e f e r r e d  t o  it as an a t r o c i t y  a t  
t h a t  time. 

Q. Even though an i n d i v i d u a l  w a s  observed s h o o t i n g  
people ,  o r  r e p o r t e d  t o  have been s h o o t i n g  people  i n  a d i t c h  i n  
.-arge numbers, which you have j u s t  i n d i c a t e d  may have been 
i n  t h e  o r d e r  of  120 a l l  t o l d ?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  On t h a t  n i g h t ,  a t  t h a t  t i m e ,  as I 
b e l i e v e  you have asked m e ,  I don' t b e l i e v e  I would have 
used t h a t  term. 
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Q - What w a s  your  pr imary concern a t  t h a t  p o i n t  i n  
t ime? 

A. I b e l i e v e  my pr imary concern was whether  I shou ld  
go and wake up General  YOUNG, a t  t h i s  t ime it was about  
midnigh t ,  o r  whether I should  w a i t  u n t i l  t h e  fo l lowing  
morning t o  pas s  t h i s  on t o  him. 

Q.  With r e s p e c t  t o  what happened on t h e  ground, w a s  
your b i g  concern--were you more concerned wi th  t h e  con­
f r o n t a t i o n  which e x i s t e d  between your f o r c e s  and t h e  American 
f o r c e s  on t h e  ground, o r  was it t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e  Vietnamese, 
a c e r t a i n  number of  Vietnamese noncombatants, had been 
k i l l e d ?  

A, I d o n ' t  b e l i e v e ,  s i r ,  t h a t  I could s e p a r a t e  t h e  
two. I t h i n k  t h a t  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  a l a r q e  number of  
Vietnamese were a p p a r e n t l y  k i l l e d  prompted one of my people  
t o  do what he d i d ,  and I t h i n k  t h e y  a r e  i n s e p a r a b l e .  They 
a r e  n o t  s e p a r a b l e ,  c l e a r l y - d e f i n e d  a c t s .  One prompted t h e  
o t h e r ,  s i r .  

Q - All r i g h t .  You were t hen  f aced  w i t h  a d e c i s i o n  
whether  you went t o  General  YOUNG, o r  you w a i t e d  u n t i l  t h e  
fo l lowing  day? 

A.  Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q - What w a s  your d e c i s i o n ?  

A. To w a i t  u n t i l  t h e  fo l lowing  morning. 

Q - And a t  what t ime d i d  you r e p o r t  t o  e i t h e r  General  
YOUNG o r  t o  General  KOSTER, o r  t o  anybody e l s e  a t  t h e  d i v i s i o n  
headqua r t e r s?  What d i d  you t e l l  them? 

A. I g o t  h o l d  of  Fred about  7:30, as I 
r e c a l l  t h e  t i m e ,  perhaps  e a r l i e r ,  and w e  went t o  General  
YOUNGQs o f f i c e .  

c2 e Did you t a k e  Major WATKE wi th  you? 

A. Y e s ,  s i r  

Q- He was p r e s e n t ?  

A. 
YOUNG'S 

I took him w i t h  me, y e s ,  s ir .  I went 
o f f i c e  i n  Chu La i  about  8 o ' c l o c k ,  a s  

t o  General  
I r e c a l l  t h e  

t i m e ,  and t o l d  him t h a t  I had something I f e l t  he should  
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know. W e  went i n t o  h i s  o f f i c e ,  and I had Major WATKE 
r e l a t e  t o  General  YOUNG t h e  same s t o r y  t h a t  he r e l a t e d  t o  
m e  t h e  n i g h t  b e f o r e .  

Q- Why d i d  you go t o  General  YOUNG i n s t e g d  of  going
d i r e c t l y  t o  General  KOSTER, t h e  d i v i s i o n  commander? 

A. General  YOUNG was my immediate s u p e r i o r ,  a s s i s t a n t  
d i v i s i o n  commander, and I f e l t  t h a t  I should  go t o  him f i r s t .  

Q- So, d i d  you and Major WATKE t e l l  General  YOUNG 
e x a c t l y  what you have j u s t  i n d i c a t e d  h e r e ?  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q. Completely informed him o f  bo th  i n c i d e n t s ?  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q- Nnat d i d  General  YOUNG s ay?  And what d i d  he do? 

A. I ,  of  cou r se ,  cannot  r e c a l l  verba t im what he 
s a i d .  He was ve ry  concerned wi th  t h e  p r o b a b i l i t y  of  
Americans shoo t ing  o t h e r  Americans. A t  t h a t  t ime ,  e i t h e r  . 
through h i s  a i d e  o r  t h e  c h i e f  of s t a f f ,  he o rde red  t h a t  
Colonel  HENDERSON, t h e  11 th  Brigade commander, and L ieu tenan t  
Colonel  BARKER of Task Force  Barker meet him a t  
LZ D o t t i e  a t  about  1 0  o ' c l o c k .  I ' m  i n c l i n e d  t o  t h i n k  
it was l a t e r ,  it was be fo re  noon. I t  was somewhere between 
10 :00 and 11:00. He a l s o  o rde red  t h a t  I be t h e r e  and b r i n g  
Major WATKE w i t h  m e .  

Q. Do you know whether o r  n o t  he informed General  
KOSTER o r  anybody e l s e  i n  t h e  h e a d q u a r t e r s  of t h e  America1 
Div i s ion  concerning what you had r e l a y e d  t o  him a long  wi th  
Major WATKE? 

A. I d i d n '  t know a t  t h a t  t i m e .  However, l a t e r  i n  
t h e  morning when we g o t  down t o  LZ D o t t i e ,  t h i s  group was 
c o l l e c t e d ,  and he d i d  make t h e  s t a t e m e n t  t h a t  no one knows 
Lbout t h i s  e x c e p t  t h e  f i v e  people  i n  t h i s  room. I d o n ' t  
know whether he t o l d  anybody e l s e  b e f o r e  he  l e f t  t h e  d i v i s -  
i o n  o r  no t .  

Q- Did you f i l e  a  w r i t t e n  s t a t e m e n t  a t  t h a t  t ime? 

A. No, sir.  I d i d  no t .  
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Q. What i s  your  n e x t  knowledge of  t h e  i n c i d e n t  then?  

A,  General  YOUNG o rde red  t h a t  I be a t  LZ D o t t i e  a t  
10:30--before noon. I a r r i v e d  down t h e r e  t o  m e e t  F red ,  
Major WATKE, who was a l r e a d y  t h e r e .  I landed t h e  h e l i -  
c o p t e r  a t  t h e  h e l i p a d  which was down a  ways from Colonel  
BARKER'S q u a r t e r s  which was a t  t h e  t o p  of  a l i t t l e  h i l l  a t  
t h e  suppor t  base .  A s  a m a t t e r  of f a c t ,  ou r  h e l i p a d  was 
o x t s i d e  t h e  r i n g  of  t h e  h e l i p o r t  t h e r e .  

Q e  
  
 Was it about  2 minutes  from a  t ime-d is tance  
s t a n d p o i n t ?  , 

A* Perhaps about  3 minutes .  We walked up t o  
t h e  t o p  of t h e  h i l l .  

Q - Did you t a k e  General  YOUNG w i th  you? 

A. No, s i r .  I d i d  no t .  

Q e  
  
 You came by s e p a r a t e  l i f t ?  

A. Yes, s i r .  We a r r i v e d  b e f o r e  he  d id .  I can 
rcmernber Frank BARKER and I and Fred,  Major WATKE, s t a n d i n g  
t h e r e  t a l k i n g ,  i n c i d e n t a l l y ,  b e f o r e  t h e  a r r i v a l  of e i t h e r  
Colonel  HENDERSON o r  General  YOUNG. I would h e s i t a t e  t o  
s ay  a t  what t ime Colonel  HENDERSON a r r i v e d .  A s  I r e c a l l ,  
it was n e a r l y  s imul taneous ly  w i t h  General  YOUNG. 

Q- Do you r e c a l l  any of your conve r sa t ion  wi th  
Colonel  BARKER? 

A. S i r ,  it w a s  t o t a l l y  n o t  r e l a t e d .  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  
any of t h e  conve r sa t ion .  "How's your wi fe?"  That  s o r t  of  
t h i n g .  

Q - Did you see any of  your aero-scout  pe r sonne l
t h e r e  a t  t h e  LZ D o t t i e  when you landed? 

A. Yes, s i r .  There were some o t h e r  a i r c r a f t  t h e r e  
t h a t  belonged t o  me. The number and i d e n t i t y  I would h a t e  
t o  s,z)- t h i s  t i m e ,7 - k  

Q. Did you t a l k  t o  any personne l  t h e r e  b e f o r e  going? 

A. No, s ir ,  
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Q- Before  you m e t  t h i s  group on t h e  h i l l ,  d i d  you 
have an o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  t a l k  t o  M r .  THOMPSON? 

A. No, s ir .  I d i d  n o t .  

Q- Go on w i t h  your  s t o r y ,  p l e a s e .  

A. General  YOUNG a r r i v e d  and s a i d  t o  Frank BARKER: 
" L e t ' s  go down t o  your bunker ."  W e  went ,  when I s a y  down, 
it w a s  down a l i t t l e  b i t  from where w e  had g a t h e r e d  t h e r e  
i n i t i a l l y  by h i s  TOC. W e  went down t o  t h i s  bunker  which 
was r e a l l y  a t r a i l e r  which had been dug i n  and had sandbags 
around t h e  sides. 

Q o  Now, t h i s  i s  h i s  own p e r s o n a l  bunker  o r  h i s  
q u a r t e r s ?  

A. T h i s  i s  where he l i v e d ,  h i s  q u a r t e r s ,  

Q. Eis van? H i s  q u a r t e r s ?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  

Q- A s  opposed t o  t h e  TOC? 

A. Y e s ,  sir.  Th i s  i s  where Frank l i v e d  and 
t h e r e  w e r e  f i v e  o f  us :  Genera l  YOUNG, Co lone l  HENDERSON, 
BARKER, Major WATKE, and myse l f .  

Q- Colonel  HENDERSON e v i d e n t l y  a r r i v e d  a f t e r  you 
d i d ,  somewhere around t h e  t i m e  t h a t  Genera l  YOUNG a r r i v e d ?  

A. I would h e s i t a t e  t o  p i n p o i n t  t h e  t i m e .  H e  was 
t h e r e  b e f o r e  General  YOUNG a r r i v e d .  

Q* But t h e  f i v e  o f  you were t h e r e ,  and you w e r e  t h e  
o n l y  f i v e ?  

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

A l l  r i g h t .  Go ahead w i t h  your  s t o r y .  

A. And General  YOUNG opened up t h e  mee t ing ,  i f  you 
w i l l ,  by s a y i n g  a s  I i n d i c a t e d  e a r l i e r :  "We are t h e  on ly  
f i v e  t h a t  know about  t h i s . "  I presumed a t  t h a t  t i m e  t h a t  
he was t a l k i n g  about  t h i s  meet ing.  
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Q. About t h i s  meeting o r  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h i s  meet ing 
was concerning - t h e  i n c i d e n t ?  

A. I presumed, s i r ,  t h a t  he meant, a t  t h a t  t ime ,  about  
t h e  meeting.  We had some p re lude  t h e r e ,  "Something happened 
y e s t e r d a y .  " H e  t u r n e d  t o  me and s a i d ,  "John,  go ahead. " I 
e l e c t e d  t o . h a v e  Major WATKE r e t e l l  t h e  s t o r y ,  now f o r  t h e  t h i r d  
t i m e ,  which he  d i d .  

g o  And Major WATKE a t  t h i s  t ime t o l d  about  t h e  d i t c h ?  

A. H e  t o l d  about  t h e  d i t c h .  He t o l d  about t h e  12 g e t t i n g  
i n t o  t h e  cave o r  t r y i n g  t o  g e t  i n t o  t h e  cave,  and M r .  THOMPSON 
p u t t i ~ gh i s  h e l i c o p t e r  down and t h r e a t e n i n g  t o  s h o o t  t h e  
Americans. 

Q o  I n  t h i s  conve r sa t ion ,  a s  d i f f e r e n t i a t e d  from t h e  
i n i t i a l  conve r sa t ion  wi th  you, was anyth ing  brought  o u t  
about  a c a p t a i n  s h o o t i n g  a  woman on t h e  ground, o r  your LOH, 
your s cou t  h e l i c o p t e r ,  marking wounded c i v i l i a n s  w i t h  smoke 
t o  have t h e  ground ziements  l o c a t e  them? 

A .  No, sir.  

Q o  
  
 And t h i s  was--you in t roduced  it., and l e t  
Major WATKE t e l l  t h i s  s t o r y ?  

A. y e s ,  s i r .  

Q - What happened then?  

A .  A t  t h e  conclusion--

Q e  
  
 ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  How long d i d  t h i s  a l l  l a s t ?  

A. I would probably  have t o  say  about  45 minutes .  

I0: L e t  t h e  r e c o r d  i n d i c a t e  t h a t  Colonel  FRANKLIN 
has  jo ined  t h e  h e a r i n g .  

A. I would say  45 minutes t o  an hour. 

Q. I n  t h a t  t ime ,  Colonel  HOLLADAY, t h e r e  were 
probably some o t h e r  t h i n g s  d i s c u s s e d  t h a t  would be ve ry  
germane t o  t h e  problem h e r e .  Do you r e c a l l  any of  t h e  t h i n g s  
t h a t  w e r e  s t a t e d ,  o r  any of  t h e  i m p l i c a t i o n s  o r  subsequent  
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a c t i o n s ?  Anything t h a t  would b e a r  on i t ?  

A. A t  t h e  conc lus ion  of  F r e d ' s  s t o r y ,  General  YOUNG 
d i r e c t e d  Colonel  HENDERSON t o  i n v e s t i g a t e  t h i s ,  i f  I am 
r e c a l l i n g  h i s  p r e c i s e  words: "I want you t o  i n v e s t i g a t e  
t h i s . "  Then he gave him a t i m e  l i m i t  t o  g e t  t h e  i n v e s t i -  
g a t i o n  i n  t o  him. A s  I r e c a l l ,  it w a s  a remarkably s h o r t  
pe r iod  of  t ime.  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  t h e  s p e c i f i c  t i m e .  I n  any 
c a s e ,  it w a s  less t h a n  72 hours .  

Q. Was t h e r e  any r e c o g n i t i o n  a t  t h i s  s t a g e  of  t h e  
game t h a t  you were d e a l i n g  wi th  an a l l e g e d  a t r o c i t y  o r  
a t r o c i t i e s ?  

A. That  term never  came up. The term "murder" w a s  
vo iced ,  I c a n ' t  r e c a l l  by whom. The word " a t r o c i t y "  w a s  
never  used.  

Q- Did you o r  Major WATKE b r i n g  o u t  t h e s e  numbers 
aga in  i n  t e r r , a  o f  an e s t i m a t e d  120 men, women, and c h i l d r e n  
t h a t  had been k i l l e d ?  

A. S i r ,  I ' m  s u r e  t h a t  it w a s  b rought  o u t  i n  t h a t  
meet ing i n  Frank BARKER'S t r a i l e r ,  b u t  who brought  it o u t  
and a t  what t ime i n  t h e  course  of t h e  s t o r y ,  I j u s t  d o n ' t  
remember . 
Q. Was Warrant O f f i c e r  THOMPSON e v e r  b rought  i n  on 
t h i s  d i s c u s s i o n ?  

A. NO, sir. 

Q- When General  YOUNG i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  he wanted an 
i n v e s t i g a t i o n  made, d i d  he g i v e  him any s p e c i f i c  i n s t r u c t i o n s  
o t h e r  t han :  "I want you t o  i n v e s t i g a t e  t h i s . "  What d i d  he 
mean by t h i s ?  

A. There was no q u e s t i o n  i n  my mind t h a t  he meant 
t h e  i n c i d e n t  t h a t  we were j u s t  through d i s c u s s i n g .  I c a n ' t  
r e c a l l  any s p e c i f i c  d i r e c t i o n s  o t h e r  t han :  "I  want you t o  
.' n v e s t i g a t e  t h i s .  I' 

Q - To your  r e c o l l e c t i o n ,  w a s  t h e r e  anyth ing  s a i d  
about  p u t t i n g  t h e  w i tnes ses  under o a t h ,  g e t t i n g  w r i t t e n  
s t a t e m e n t s  from them under oa th?  

(HOLLADAY) 15 APP T-12 
 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 
 




FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 
 


A. No, sir. 

Q. Was t h e r e  any i n d i c a t i o n  t h a t  a  w r i t t e n  d i r e c t i v e  
  

would f o l l o w  a p p o i n t i n g  him a s  t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i n g  o f f i c e r ?  
  


A: Not a t  t h a t  meet ing.  I d o n ' t  r eca l l  it. 

Q. Your i n d i c a t i o n  was t h a t  he was g iven  a s h o r t  
  

d e a d l i n e ,  72 hou r s  o r  t h e r e a b o u t s ?  
  


A. O r  less. 

Q. The h e a r i n g  w i l l  remain i n  s e s s i o n  b u t  I would 
l i k e  t o  g i v e  you a s h o r t  w h i l e  t o  t h i n k  about  t h a t ,  t o  see 
 

i f  you can r e c a l l  any o t h e r  t h i n g  about  t h a t  mee t ing  which 
 

would be h e l p f u l  t o  us .  
  


(A b r i e f  pause  fo l l ows .  ) 

A. I'm a f r a i d  I have g iven  you a l l  I can ,  sir.  
\ 

Q - You s a i d  t h e  meet ing l a s t e d  about  an  
hour  o r  t h a t  t h e  mee t ing  w a s  h e l d  i n  t h e  l a t e  hou r s  o f  t h e  
morning. The mee t ing  t e r m i n a t e d  about  what t ime?  CO, 

. 
A. J u s t  b e f o r e  noon. I would s ay  around t h e r e .  

Q. What happened t h e n ,  Colonel  HOLLADAY? 

A. I went abou t  my d a i l y  b u s i n e s s  and t h e  n e x t  t i m e  
  

I hea rd  any r e f e r e n c e  t o  t h e  i n c i d e n t  was e i t h e r  t h a t  n i g h t ,  
  

t h e  n i g h t  of  t h e  1 7 t h ,  o r  t h e  n e x t  day.  Genera l  YOUNG t o l d  
  

m e  t h a t  he had t o l d  Genera l  KOSTER about  it, and as I recal l ,  
  

it was t h a t  n i g h t .  
  


Q - That  would b e  t h e  n i g h t  of  t h e  1 7 t h ?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r ,  b u t  I must s ay  t h a t  it might  have been 
  

t h e  f o l l o w i n g  day.  I n  t h e  cou r se  of t h e  day I had s e e n  
  

General  YOUNG s e v e r a l  t i m e s .  
  


Q. Were you e v e r  g i v e n  t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  y o u r s e l f ,  o r  
  

t o  your knowledge Major WATKE, t o  re la te  t h i s  i n c i d e n t  and 
 

what you knew o f  it p e r s o n a l l y  t o  Genera l  KOSTER? 
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A. No, sir. 

Q. What i s  your n e x t  r e c o l l e c t i o n ?  L e t  me r eph rase 

t h a t ,  I have a n o t h e r  q u e s t i o n .  You i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  a f t e r  
  

t h i s  meet ing of t h e  f i v c  of  you, you went about  your 
  

way and Major WATKE went on h i s  way. Do you know i f  Major 
 

WATKE t h e n ,  o r  any o f  your  u n i t ,  went t o  s e e  Colonel  
  

HENDERSON o r  w e r e  c a l l e d  i n  by Colonel  HENDERSON? 
 


A. No, sir. I d o n ' t .  

, Q =  A l l  r i g h t ,  f i n e ,  Colonel  HOLLADAY. We a r e  now 
down t o  t h e  n i g h t  of 17 March 1968. What i s  your  n e x t  
r e c o l l e c t i o n ?  

A. Well,  General  YOUNG t o l d  me t h a t  he had t o l d  
  

General  KOSTER about  t h e  i n c i d e n t .  There a r e  on ly  two 
 

t h i n g s  l e f t .  I saw a copy of t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  which I 
 

wouldn ' t  normal ly  see and--


Q. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Which i n v e s t i g a t i o n ?  

A. Tha t  Colonel  HENDERSON conducted.  

Q. When d i d  you s e e  t h a t ?  

A. You ' re  a sk ing  m e  f o r  t h e  d a t e ?  

Q- Y e s ,  I want t o  know if--you i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  he 
 

w a s  conduct ing a n  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  and he was t o  r e p o r t  w i t h i n  
  

72 hours?  
  


A. H e  w a s  g iven  a ve ry  s h o r t  p e r i o d  of t ime t o  p r e p a r e  
t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  I remember d i s t i n c t l y  a t  t h e  t ime I w a s  
s u r p r i s e d  a t  such a s h o r t  p e r i o d  of t i m e .  I ' m  s a y i n g  t h e  
l o n g e s t  it cou ld  have been would be 72 hours .  Now, General  
YOUNG may have- - i t  might have been 2 days o r  a  day.  I 
remember t h e  t ime ,  it was a  ve ry  s h o r t  p e r i o d  o f  t i m e .  . S h o r t l y  
t h e r e a f t e r ,  I ' m  s o r r y  I c a n ' t  g i v e  you a  d a t e ,  I saw a  copy 
of t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  Someone showed it t o  me. A s  I r e c a l l ,  
-<.tw a s  t h e  c h i e f  of  s t a f f .  I l e f t  o u t  one t h i n g  h e r e .  On 
t h e  n i g h t  of  t h e  1 7 t h ,  or  t h e  a f t e r n o o n  of t h e  1 7 t h ,  I went 
t o  t h e  c h i e f  of  s t a f f ,  Colonel  PARSON, and t o l d  him t h e  
s t o r y .  

Q. So by t h e  end o f  t h a t  day i n  t h e  headqua r t e r s  of  
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t h e  America1 D i v i s i o n ,  t h e  commander knew it ,  t h e  ADC f o r  
maneuver u n i t s  knew i t ,  General  YOUNG, and t h e  c h i e f  o f  
s t a f f  knew i t ,  knew what you knew? 

A. I would have t o  s a y  t h a t  I c a n ' t  remember i f  it 
was t h a t  n i g h t  t h a t  Genera l  YOUNG t o l d  m e  t h a t  he had t o l d  
Genera l  KOSTER o r  i f  i t  was t h e  f o l l o w i n g  day. 

Q. But i r r e s p e c t i v e  of  whether  w e  are t a l k i n g  about  
t h e  n i g h t  o r  e a r l y  i n  t h e  morning of  t h e  fo l l owing  day,  i t ' s  
s t i l l  l a t e  on t h e  1 7 t h  o r  e a r l y  on t h e  1 8 t h ?  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q. What form d i d  t h i s  r e p o r t  of  Colonel  HENDERSON'S 
t a k e ?  

A. It was a l e t t e r  form a s  I r e c a l l  it. Very b r i e f .  
Now, I have g o t  two p i c t u r e s  i n  my mind about  t h a t  t h i n g ,  a 
page and a h a l f  o r  =.bout t h r e e - q u a r t e r s  of  a  page,  and I c a n ' t  
f e r r e t  o u t  one a g a i n s t  t h e  o t h e r .  The whole t h i n g  was e i t h e r  
on a page and a h a l f  o r  abou t  t h r e e - q u a r t e r s  of  a  page.  

Q Do you r e c a l l  Colonel  HENDERSON coming t o  Chu L a i  
t o  r e p o r t  e i t h e r  t o  Genera l  YOUNG o r  t o  KOSTER i n  t h i s  p e r i o d ?  

A. H e  may have ,  s i r .  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  t h e  s p e c i f i c s .  

Q. How f a r  w a s  your  base  l o c a t e d  from t h e  h e a d q u a r t e r s  
o f  t h e  America1 D iv i s ion?  

A.  I was j u s t  down t h e  road  about  t h r e e - q u a r t e r s  of 
a m i l e .  

Q - Would you normal ly  know i f  Colonel  HENDERSON, f o r  
example, came t o  t h e  h e a d q u a r t e r s ?  Would you be expec t ed  
t o  know t h a t ?  

A. No, sir.  Not u n l e s s  I j u s t  happened t o  be  t h e r e .  

Q. Did you e v e r  see any three-by-f '  l v e  c a r d s  which 
had a b r eakou t  of  c a s u a l t i e s  on them? 

A. The o n l y  ones  t h a t  I can r e c a l l  s e e i n g  w e r e  t h e  
ones  General  RYDER used  t o  c a r r y  around. Beyond t h a t  I d o n ' t  
know. 
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Q. I ' m  r e f e r r i n g  t o  c a s u a l t i e s  s p e c i f i c a l l y  of t h e  
t a s k  f o r c e  o p e r a t i o n  i n t o  t h e  Son My a r e a  s t a r t i n g  on t h e  
  

1 6 t h  of March. 
 


A. No, sir.  I do n o t .  

Q. Do you r e c a l l  any th ing  about  t h e  r e p o r t  which 
w a s  f i l e d  by Colonel  HENDERSON, which you saw? 

A. The on ly  t h i n g  t h a t  s t a n d s  o u t  i n  my mind about 
t h a t  r e p o r t  w a s  t h a t  he concluded some c i v i l i a n s ,  and he re  
t h e  f i g u r e  20  s t i c k s  i n  my mind, had been i n a d v e r t e n t l y  
k i l l e d  by a r t i l l e r y  and h e l i c o p t e r  gunships .  To t h e  b e s t  of 
my r e c o l l e c t i o n ,  t h e r e  i s  no mention of  t h e  ep i sode  t h a t  M r .  
THOMPSON had mentioned. 

Q. Who showed you t h i s  r e p o r t ?  

A. I t  was e i t h e r  t h e  c h i e f  of s t a f f  o r  t h e  a s s i s t a n t  
who a c t e d  a s  s o r t  of an SGS. It was someone i n  t h e  command 
b u i l d i n g .  I c a n ' t  p i n  it down beyond t h a t .  

Q. Having read  t h i s  r e p o r t  and knowing what you 
knew a t  t h a t  t i m e  concerning what Major WATKE had t o l d  you, 
which I assume t h a t  you had accep ted  a s  be ing  t r u e ,  d i d  you 
cons ide r  t h i s  r e p o r t  was a coverup? 

A. Y e s ,  sir.. 

Q. What was s a i d  a t  t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  t ime? 

A. When I saw t h e  r e p o r t ?  

Q- Y e s .  Did you t a k e  any a d d i t i o n a l  a c t i o n  a t  t h a t  
t ime? 

A. No, sir. I d i d n ' t .  The r e p o r t  was " r evea l ed"  t o  
m e .  I t  w a s n ' t  shown t o  me i n  an o f f i c i a l  course  of e v e n t s .  
I simply gave it back t o  t h e  person  who gave it t o  me. 

'>. Was t h e r e  any d i s c u s s i o n  t h a t  you can r e c a l l  now 
between y o u r s e l f  and t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  who had given you t h e  
r e p o r t ?  P u t  y o u r s e l f  i n  my p o s i t i o n .  Here I am be ing  t o l d ,  
f o r  example, t h a t  you knew t h a t  something h i g h l y  i r r e g u l a r  
had been conducted.  You saw a  p i e c e  of  paper  which i n d i c a t e d  
something q u i t e  d i f f e r e n t  from t h a t .  Did you say  anyth ing  
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t o  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  a t  t h a t  t ime t h a t  t h i s  was a coverup? 
  

Were you i n c l i n e d  t o  go t o  t h e  c h i e f  of  s t a f f ,  t h e  maneuver 
 

commander o r  t o  Genreal  KOSTER and s t a t e  how you f e l t  on 
 

t h i s  s i t u a t i o n ?  
  


A. Was I i n c l i n e d  t o  do t h a t  d i d  you ask?  

Q. Y e s ,  

A. Yes, I was, b u t  I d i d n ' t .  

Q - Can you say  why you d i d n ' t ?  

A. I can dredge up a l o t  of  r ea sons ,  I suppose,  b u t  
  

I d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  I can h o n e s t l y  t e l l  you why I d i d n ' t .  
  


Q - You i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  you f e l t  t h i s  w a s  a coverup? 

Y e s ,  sir. 
CO 
 


Q.  Where dc you t h i n k  t h i s  coverup l a y ?  Did it l a y  e; 
i n  t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ?  Did it l a y  i n  t h e  headqua r t e r s  of t h e  a 
America1 Div is ion?  Where was i t ?  

A. The on ly  f a c t s  a t  t h a t  t ime t h a t  I had acces s  t o  
t h a t  I r e c a l l  was t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  which I have s a i d  e a r l i e r  a 
had been r e v e a l e d  t o  me, n o t  shown t o  me i n  an o f f i c i a l  s ense .  
I d i d n ' t  even know and t o  t h i s  day d o n ' t  know f o r  a f a c t  i f  
General  YOUNG o r  General  KOSTER e v e r  saw t h i s .  I knew t h a t  
it was i n  t h e  headqua r t e r s  because t h a t ' s  where I s a w  it. 
It was e i t h e r  t h e  c h i e f  of s t a f f  o r  h i s  a s s i s t a n t  t h a t  
r e v e a l e d  it t o  m e .  

Q - Colonel  HOLLADAY, I have h e r e  E x h i b i t  R - 1  which 
i s  e n t i t l e d ,  "l?eport of  I n v e s t i g a t i o n , "  addressed  t o  t h e  

U" Commanding Genera l ,  America1 Div i s ion ,  da t ed  24  A p r i l  

1 9 6 8 .  I t  i s  s i g n e d  by Colonel  HENDERSON. I would r e f e r  
t h i s  document t o  you and ask you i f  you have seen t h i s ?  

(Hands r e p o r t  t o  w i t n e s s . )  

A. Yes, sir. 

Q - I a l s o  r e f e r  you t o  t h e  two i n c l o s u r e s  and ask i f  
  
t hey  w e r e  appended t o  t h i s  document when you saw i t ?  
  

(HOLLADAY ) 20 APP T-12 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 
 


A. No, sir. I j u s t  saw, a s  I s a i d  e a r l i e r ,  I had 
two p i c t u r e s  of t h i s  t h i n g ,  e i t h e r  a  page and a  h a l f  o r  
t h r e e - q u a r t e r s  of  a  page. There was on ly  two. Should I 
read t h e  s t a t emen t?  

Q g  
  
 I would l i k e  you t o  r ead  t h i s ,  and ask i f  you 
have e v e r  seen '  t h i s  s t a t emen t?  

A. S i r ,  I could  con t inue  t o  read  t h i s  b u t  I d o n ' t  
  

t h i n k  I have e v e r  s een  it be fo re .  
  


Q. W e l l ,  you have two s e p a r a t e  p i e c e s  of  paper .  
  

The f i r s t  one i s  j u s t  what i s  i n d i c a t e d .  I don't--we do n o t  
  

know t h e  o r i g i n  of  t h i s  a t tachment .  The second a t tachment  
  

i s  . an  Eng l i sh  t r a n s l a t i o n  of  a  VC p i e c e  of propaganda. Have 
 

you e v e r  s een  t h e  t r a n s l a t i o n  of  t h e  second a t tachment?  
  


A. No, sir. I have neve r  seen it b e f o r e .  

Q. Were you aware t h a t  t h e  VC were a t  leas t  a l l e g i n g  
and us ing  a s  propaganda t h e  f a c t  t h a t  an a t r o c i t y  had been 
committed i n  My L a i  ( 4 )  i n  about  t h a t  t i m e  frame? 

A. NO,  sir. I w a s n ' t .  

Q. A f t e r  you saw t h i s  r e p o r t ,  s e e i n g  o n l y  t h e  main 
body of  t h e  r e p o r t  and none o f  t h e  a t t achmen t s ,  what i s  your 
n e x t  r e c o l l e c t i o n ?  

A. A s  r e g a r d s  t o  t h i s  i n c i d e n t ?  - s 
 


Q. Y e s ,  and t h e  r e p o r t .  

A. I never  heard  any th ing  e l s e  about  t h e  r e p o r t .  

The only  o t h e r  a c t i o n  r e l e v a n t  t o  t h e  1 6 t h  of March, which 

I r e c e i v e d  on t h e  19 th  of  March, was a  mu l t i p l e - add res s  con­

g r a t u l a t o r y  message from General  KOSTER t o  me a s  commanding 

o f f i c e r  of t h e  a v i a t i o n  b a t t a l i o n .  I have a copy of  it. 


10: I would l i k e  very  much t o  have i t  and we w i l l  

have cop ie s  of i t  made and reproduced s o  t h a t  you may r e t a i n  

tile o r i g i n a l .  Th i s  w i l l  be e 'n tered i n t o  t h e  r e c o r d  a s  an 

e x h i b i t .  For t h e  sake  of t h e  o t h e r  members of t h e  h e a r i n g ,  

t h i s  i s  from General  XOSTER t o  t h e  1 1 t h  Brigade and CO of t h e  

123d Avia t ion  B a t t a l i o n ,  a c o n g r a t u l a t o r y  message (cont inued  

t o  read  t h e  e x h i b i t ) .  
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RCDR : S i r ,  t h i s  c o n g r a t u l a t o r y  message from General  
KOSTER t o  t h e  e lements  of t h e  Americal Div is ion  i s  e n t e r e d  
i n t o  t h e  r e c o r d  a s  E x h i b i t  M-7. 

Q I  Did anybody e v e r  r e p o r t  t o  you t h e  r e s u l t s  of 
t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ?  What a c t i o n  was taken  on i t ?  

A. No, sir. 

Q. Were you aware of  any o t h e r  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  t h a t  
may have been d i r e c t e d  by t h e  headqua r t e r s  of t h e  Americal 
Div is ion?  

A. No, sir.  I was n o t .  

Q .  Were you aware o f  any i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  which may 
have been underway o r  conducted by t h e  ARVN, e i t h e r  by t h e  
corps  commander, by Colonel  TOALU, t hen  t h e  commanding o f f i c e r  
of  t h e  2d ARVN D i v i s i o n ,  by t h e  prov ince  c h i e f ,  o r  anybody 
else i n  t h e  GVN o r  ARVN system? 

A. I w a s  n o t  aware of any, sir .  

Q =  D i d  you e v e r  t a l k  t o  your p i l o t s ,  your commanders 
of your aeso-scout  u n i t ,  t o  o b t a i n  any a d d i t i o n a l  i n fo rma t ion  
concerning t h i s  i n c i d e n t  and t h e  e v e n t s  t h a t  t r a n s p i r e d  on 
16 March? 

A. No, sir.  I d i d  no t .  

Q. Did you e v e r  h e a r  any rumors o r  d i d  you have any 
cause t o  have a d d i t i o n a l  s u s p i c i o n s  t h a t  a major a t r o c i t y  
had been committed i n  My L a i  on 1 6  March 1968? 

A. I knew--again, I don? e v e r  r e c a l l  t h e  word 
a t r o c i t y  as be ing  mentioned i n  t h i s  i n c i d e n t ,  used a t  t h a t  
t i m e .  

Q O r  murder,  o r  a l a r g e  number of people  k i l l e d ?  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q e  
  
 How d i d  you h e a r  t h i s ?  

A. I heard  it from o t h e r  people .  I f  you ask me t o  
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i d e n t i f y  them, I j u s t  c a n ' t .  Tha t  i s ,  I c a n ' t  remember 
c a s u a l  conversa t ion- -no t  c a s u a l ,  b u t  i n  t h e  c o u r s e  o f  d i s c u s s i n g  
t h e  w a r .  

Q. Was t h i s  d i s c u s s i o n  w i t h i n  your  own b a t t a l i o n  o r  
your  own u n i t s ,  o r  was t h i s  i n  d i s c u s s i o n  w i t h i n  t h e  head ­
q u a r t e r s  o f  t h e  America1 D i v i s i o n  and a s s o c i a t e d  o f f i c e r s ?  

A.  - I would s ay  more i n  t h e  d i v i s i o n .  I was a l s o  t h e  
s t a f f  a v i a t i o n  o f f i c e r .  I jumped around q u i t e  a b i t .  I would 
have t o  s ay  it was more t h roughou t  t h e  d i v i s i o n .  

Q. Was t h i s  s u s p i c i o n ,  t h i s  knowledge, somewhat g e n e r a l  
th roughout  t h e  h e a d q u a r t e r s ?  Tha t  a l a r g e  number o f  c i v i l i a n s  
had i n  one way o r  a n o t h e r  been k i l l e d  i n  My L a i  on 16 March? 

A. I z o u l d  say  y e s ,  s i r ,  t o  t h a t  q u e s t i o n ,  b u t  h e r e  
aga in  I c a n ' t  o f f e r  you a s p e c i f i c  d a t e .  

Q- I r e c o g n i z e  t h a t .  I ' m  a s k i n g  you t h e  b road  f e e l ­
i n g .  The impre s s ion  t h a t  you got- ­

A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Y e s ,  sir. 

Q Of t h a t  k i n d  of  p i c t u r e  I ' m  t r y i n g  t o  p a i n t  f o r  you? 

A. Y e s ,  sir.  I would s ay  t h a t  t h a t  s i t u a t i o n  e x i s t e d  i n  
h e a d q u a r t e r s .  Peop le  knew about  it. 

Q Do you know whether  o r  n o t  t h e  s t a f f  judge advoca te  
knew about  i t ,  o r  t h e  i n s p e c t o r  g e n e r a l ?  

A .  I c a n ' t  s a y  s p e c i f i c a l l y ,  s i r .  

I0: M r .  MACCRATE, do you have any q u e s t i o n s  t h a t  you 
would l i k e  t o  a d d r e s s  t o  him? 

1.3 MACCRATE: I d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  I do. 

MR WEST: Going back t o  t h e  meet ing o f  Genera l  YOUNG w i t h  
Colone l  HENDERSON a t  which you w e r e  p r e s e n t ,  can you r e c a l l  
whether  General  YOUNG, b e f o r e  he s a i d :  "I  want you t o  i n v e s t i ­
g a t e  t h i s , "  i n d i c a t e d  any s p e c i f i c  s u b j e c t  m a t t e r ?  
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A. No, sir. The s u b j e c t  m a t t e r  was s o  obvious .  I f  
he had mentioned something s p e c i f i c ,  it would have been 
redundant.  And t o  my knowledge he d i d  n o t ,  t o  t h e  b e s t  of  my 
r e c o l l e c t i o n .  

Q. My r e c o l l e c t i o n  of t h e  l e t t e r  s igned  by Colonel  
HENDERSON, which w a s  Colonel  HENDERSON'S r e p o r t  of t h e  i n v e s t i -  
g a t i o n  d a t e d  2 4  A p r i l  1968, marked a s  E x h i b i t  R - 1 ,  i s  t h a t  he 
does n o t  mention t h e  conve r sa t ion  between Warrant O f f i c e r  
THOMPSON and t h e  o f f i c e r  on t h e  ground. 

A. No, s ir .  

Q - Was i t  your unders tanding  t h a t  t h i s  a l s o  w a s  t o  be 
covered i n  t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ?  

A. Not s p e c i f i c a l l y ,  s i r .  Here aga in  t h e  two i n c i d e n t s  
were r e a l l y  one whole t h i n g .  THOMPSON, a s  I r e c e i v e d  t h e  s t o r y ,  
w a s  prompted t o  do t h i s  because he had seen  t h i s .  He was 
n o t  going t o  a l low ano the r  group of peop le ,  1 2  as I r e c a l l - ­

Q- ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Well ,  General  YOUNG d i d  n o t  
exclude e i t h e r  f a c e t  of t h e  i n c i d e n t ,  e i t h e r  t h e  c i v i l i a n  
k i l l i n g s  o r  t h e  c o n f r o n t a t i o n ?  

A. I w i l l  s ay  t h i s  i f  I d i d n ' t  mention it be fo re .  
General  YOUNG made t h e  s t a t emen t :  "We d o n ' t  want American 
s o l d i e r s  s h o o t i n g  American s o l d i e r s .  I' Right  a f t e r  he was 
t o l d  t h e  s t o r y ,  t h i s  was h i s  major concern as I r e c a l l  t h e  
s i t u a t i o n .  H e  s a i d  t h a t  a t  t h a t  t ime a l s o  down a t  BARKER'S 
t ra i le r .  

Q - Thinking back,  do you remember any comment by 
General  YOUNG a s  t o  a l l e g e d  k i l l i n g  of noncombatant c i v i l i a n s ?  

A. Down a t  LZ D o t t i e ?  

Q. Yes, o r  when you were a t  h i s  o f f i c e  t h e  day b e f o r e  
o r  e a r l i e r  t h a t  day? 

A. He made some remarks.  The t h i n g  t h a t  s t i c k s  o u t  
i n  m y  l i n d  i s  t h a t  American so ld i e r s - -he  was ve ry  concerned 
wi th  American s o l d i e r s  shoo t ing  American s o l d i e r s ,  and I 
would h e s i t a t e  t o  paraphrase  t h e  s p e c i f i c  remarks.  I n  
essence ,  t h a t  w a s  it. 

Q- Did he say  something about t h e  c i v i l i a n  dea ths?  
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A. Yes, sir. H e  s a i d  something,  b u t  I would h e s i t a t e  
t o  say  e x a c t l y  what it \:as. Yes, s i r ,  he was v e r y ,  very  
concerned,  very  concerned. 

MR WEST: T h a t ' s  a l l  I have. 

10: M r .  WALSH? 

MR WALSH: Colonel ,  when you met w i t h  Major WATKE and agonized 
w i t h  him a s  you s a i d ,  you a l s o  s a i d  t h a t  you t r i e d  t o  impress 
upon him t h a t  t h e  r a m i f i c a t i o n s  could  be very bad. Could 
you r e c a l l  what you were agoniz ing  abou t ,  a p a r t  from whether 
t o  wake up t h e  g e n e r a l  o r  n o t ?  Did you have a disagreement  
w i t h  Major WATKE on what p l a n  of a c t i o n  t o  t a k e ?  

A. Perhaps  I used a  bad word here .  The agony, i f  any,  
w a s  t h e  s t o r y ,  and t o  a l e s s e r  deg ree  what t o  do about  it. I 
s a y  t h e  agony of it was t h e  s t o r y  i t s e l f ,  and t o  a l e s s e r  e x t e n t  
what t o  do about  it. W e  had no disagreement .  

Q. You were bo th  agreed  t h a t  e i t h e r  t h a t  n i g h t  o r  t h e  
n e x t  morning you should go-- 

A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Major WATKE d i d n ' t  d i s a g r e e  o r  ag ree  
w i t h  me .  That  w a s  my d e c i s i o n  t o  make. W e  d i s c u s s e d  i t ,  a s  I 
r e c a l l .  

Q. Did he e x p r e s s  any view whether  you should  o r  
s h o u l d n ' t ?  

A. Y e s ,  he  d i d .  He agreed  w i t h  me t h a t  t h i s  i s  
what w e  should  do. 

10: May I t a k e  up h e r e  f o r  j u s t  a  minute t o  fo l low 
t h i s  same course?  You mentioned t h e  word "agony," and you 
i n d i c a t e d  you had a  long  d i s c u s s i o n  w i t h  Major WATKE. Were you 
p o i n t i n g  o u t  t o  Major WATKE t h e  s e r i o u s n e s s  of  what he was 
" e l l i n g  you and t h a t  he should  be s u r e  e x a c t l y  what he was 
r e p o r t i n g ?  

APP T-12 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 



I 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 
 


A. Y e s ,  s i r .  I wanted t o  impress upon him t h e  g r a v i t y  
of  t h i s  t h i n g .  He knew anyway, b u t  I wanted t o  make s u r e .  

Q. Well,  he  must have unders tood t h e  g r a v i t y  of  t h i s  
s i t u a t i o n  i n  o r d e r  t o  even r e p o r t  t o  you? 

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  I would t h i n k  so .  

Q- But you a g a i n  f e l t  s o  i n c l i n e d  t o  q u e s t i o n  him t o  
make s u r e  of  t h e  f a c t s  b e f o r e  you accep ted  them and were 
going t o  t a k e  them forward.  Was t h i s  t h e  agony t h a t  you were 
r e f e r r i n g  t o ,  a s i d e  from t h e  p h y s i c a l  h u r t ?  

A. Yes, s ir .  I would say  t h a t  t h a t  would be p a r t  
  
o f  it. 
 

MR WALSH: What w a s  t h e  name of  t h e  a s s i s t a n t  c h i e f  of s t a f f ?  

A. I have h i s  f a c e  r i g h t  t h e r e ,  b u t  I c a n ' t  p u t  a name 
on it. I ' m  s o r r y .  

PIR WALSH: I have no th ing  more. 

10: Colonel  FRANKLIN? 

(COL FRANKLIN i n d i c a t e d  nega t ive .  ) 

I do want t o  c a l l  it t o  your a t t e n t i o n ,  Colonel  
HOLLADAY, t h e  f a c t  t h a t  you had i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  one r e p o r t  
was t o  be submi t ted  i n  a s h o r t  p e r i o d  of t ime ,  which would 
have brought  it around t h e  20th o r  2 1 s t  of March a t  t h e  la tes t .  
But t h i s  r e p o r t  i s ,  i n  f a c t ,  d a t e d  t h e  24th of A p r i l .  A l i t t l e  
ove r  a month l a t e ?  

A. I s e e  t h a t ,  s i r .  I c a n ' t  e x p l a i n  t h a t .  The t i m e  
g iven  t o  Colonel  HENDERSON a t  t h e  meeting h e l d  a t  LZ D o t t i e  
w a s  aga in  a very s h o r t  p e r i o d  of t i m e .  

Q e  
  
 Was he i n s t r u c t e d  t o  f i l e  a  w r i t t e n  r e p o r t  a t  t h a t  
t ime when t h e  f i v e  o f  you were a t  t h e  t r a i l e r ?  A s  I r e c a l l  
what you i n d i c a t e d ,  General  YOUNG i n d i c a t e d  t o  Colonel  HENDERSON 
t h a t  h wanted t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t e d ?  

A.  Y e s ,  sir. 
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Q - Did he s a y  how he wanted it i n v e s t i g a t e d  o r  how 
he wanted it r e p o r t e d ?  

A. Again, as I recal l ,  it would be by i m p l i c a t i o n ,  
when he  s a i d :  "Have it t o  me." Then a g a i n ,  t h e  p e r i o d  of 
t i m e  which, I r e c a l l ,  was an ex t remely  s h o r t  p e r i o d  of t i m e ,  
c e r t a i n l y  n o t  t o  t h e  24th  of A p r i l .  A t  t h a t  t i m e  and a t  t h a t  
t r a i l e r  -­

Q - ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Could he have r e p o r t e d  and f i l e d  a 
r e p o r t  e i t h e r  v e r b a l  o r  w r i t t e n  i n  t h e  t ime  frame when he w a s  
supposed t o  r e p o r t  i t ,  and you n o t  know about  i t ?  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  H e  cou ld  have done t h a t .  

Q. When you w e r e  s e r v i n g  i n  t h e  dua l  c a p a c i t y  a s  t h e  
b a t t a l i o n  commander o f  t h e  123d Avia t ion  B a t t a l i o n  and a l s o  
t h e  America1 Div i s ion  a v i a t i o n  o f f i c e r ,  who w a s  your a s s i s t a n t  
a v i a t i o n  o f f i c e r  i n  t h e  headqua r t e r s?  

A. A young major ,  Kyle RECTOR,.who worked t h e  TOC. 
H e  had t h e  t i t l e  o f  a s s i s t a n t .  

Q. He worked e i t h e r  i n  o r  i n  con junc t ion  w i t h  t h e  
G 2  - G 3  TOC then?  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

10: Does anyone e l s e  have ano the r  q u e s t i o n  he would 
l i k e  t o  add res s  t o  Colonel  HOLLADAY? 

(There i s  no response .  ) 

Colonel  HOLLADAY, we a p p r e c i a t e  very  much having 
you h e r e  t h i s  a f t e rnoon .  I do want t o  g i v e  you some f i n a l  
i n s t r u c t i o n .  F i r s t ,  I would ask what i s  t h e  l e n g t h  i n  t i m e  
of  your o r d e r s  from USAASO i n  Los Angeles on TDY h e r e ?  

A. F i v e  days.  

2 a When w i l l  t h e y  t e rmina t e?  

A. T h i s  i s  my second day,  F r iday .  

Q- I want you t o  s t a y  h e r e  through Saturday.  

A. A l l  r i g h t ,  s i r .  
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Q. W e  can a r r ange  t h e  o r d e r s .  There i s  no problem. 
While you a r e  h e r e ,  I would l i k e  you t o  p u t  your t h i n k i n g  cap 
on concerning t h e s e  i n t e r changes  o f  in format ion  between your- 
s e l f  and Major WATKE, between y o u r s e l f  and General  YOUNG, 
t h a t  which t r a n s p i r e d  i n  t h e  t r a i l e r  wi th  t h e  group of  f i v e  
of you, and any o t h e r  t h i n g  which would have a  b e a r i n g  on t h i s  
i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  And I would c a l l  your a t t e n t i o n  aga in  t o  t h e  
miss ion  of t h i s  group.  We a r e  t o  r e p o r t  t h e  adequacy of t h e  
i n v e s t i g a t i o n  o r  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s ,  t h e  adequacy of t h e  reviews 
o f  any such i n v e s t i g a t i o n  o r  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s ,  and a l s o  w e  are 
t o  determine whether o r  n o t  t h e r e  has  been any a t t e m p t  t o  
suppress  i n fo rma t ion  concerning t h e  i n c i d e n t  o r  t h e  i n v e s t i g a ­
t i o n  of such a c t i v i t y .  Those t h i n g s  I would l i k e  you t o  t h i n k  
abou t ,  and t h i n k  ve ry  s e r i o u s l y  about .  We w i l l  be i n  c o n t a c t  wi th  
you aga in  p r i o r  t o  your d e p a r t u r e .  I d o n ' t  want you t o  l e a v e  
h e r e  b e f o r e  1500 Sa turday  a f t e rnoon  s o  t h a t  you w i l l  be 
a v a i l a b l e  i f  w e  need you. I f  a t  any t i m e  you f e e l  t h a t  you 
have some a d d i t i o n a l  in format ion  which might shed l i g h t  upon 
t h i s  i n q u i r y ,  we would l i k e  you t o  g e t  i n  touch wi th  Colonel  
BREEN i n  t h i s  o f f i c e .  Also,  i f  you have any documents, any 
maps, any photographs ,  any memorandum o r  anyth ing  of  t h i s  
n a t u r e  which have a b e a r i n g  upon t h i s ,  we would ve ry  much 
l i k e  t o  have them. Before  w e  c l o s e ,  I do want t o  show you some 
documents and ask i f  you have e v e r  s een  t h e s e  documents. I 
would l i k e  MACV Regula t ion  20-4.  I have h e r e  E x h i b i t  D - 1  which i s  
d a t e d  27 A p r i l  1967,  t i t l e d  " I n s p e c t i o n  and I n v e s t i g a t i o n  o f  War 
C r i m e s . "  I show you t h i s  document and ask i f  you have e v e r  s een  
t h i s  o r  any implementing i n s t r u c t i o n s  which may have developed 
o u t  of t h a t  document? 

(Witness s t u d i e s  document. ) 

Have you e v e r  s een  t h a t  document be fo re?  

A. I d o n ' t  remember s e e i n g  it, s i r .  

Q - I have h e r e  ano the r  document from Headquar ters ,  
3d Marine Amphibious Force ,  d a t e d  3  June 1967, e n t i t l e d  ~ o r c e  
Order 5820. 1, s u b j e c t :  "War Crimes I n v e s t i g a t i o n . "  I would 
l i k e  t o  have t h i s  document e n t e r e d  i n t o  t h e  r eco rd  and made 
an exh- ib i t .  

RCDR: S i r ,  t h i s  document, Force  Order 5820.1, e n t i t l e d  
"War C r i m e s  I n v e s t i g a t i o n , "  i s  e n t e r e d  i n t o  t h e  r e c o r d  a s  
E x h i b i t  M-8. 

10: Colonel  HOLLADAY, I w i l l  show you t h i s  
document and ask you i f  you have seen  i t ?  
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A. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  i f  I have e v e r  s een  it, sir .  

Q- Do you r e c a l l  having seen ,  p r i o r  t o  t h e  16 th  of 
  
March 1968, any i n s t r u c t i o n s  r e l a t i n g  t o  t h e  r e p o r t i n g  of  w a r  
  
cr imes and a t r o c i t i e s ?  
  

A. No, s ir .  I do n o t .  

Q. Do you r e c a l l  any such document pub l i shed  a f t e r  

t h a t  d a t e ?  
  


. . 

A. There was a document p u b l i s h e d  by t h e  America1 
Div i s ion ,  t h e  t i t l e  of  which e scapes  me. I d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  
t h e  tern "war cr imes"  was inc luded  i n  t h a t  document, b u t  what 
it s a i d  e s s e n t i a l l y  was t h a t  k i l l i n g  of i nnocen t  c i v i l i a n s  -­
' d e l e t e  t h e  term innocen t  -- t h e  k i l l i n g  of c i v i l i a n s  would n o t  
be t o l e r a t e d .  

Q. Major L Y N N ,  I would l i k e . t h e  document from t h e  
America1 Div i s ion ,  p l e a s e .  I t h i n k  you w i l l  have t o  g e t  it 
from someone o u t s i d e .  1t.i s  d a t e d -  16 March. 

(The r e c o r d e r  d i d  a s  d i r e c t e d . )  

MR WEST: Colonel  HOLLADAY, i n  your  expe r i ence  about t h i s  
t i m e ,  d i d  you e v e r  h e a r  about  a t a p e  r e c o r d i n g  be ing  made i n  
one of t h e  T O C ' s  about  t h e  t r a f f i c  on t h e  r a d i o  n e t ,  f o r  
example, t h e  b r igade  commander's n e t  o r  t h e  Task Force Barker  
n e t ?  

A .  No, s i r ,  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  any such t a p e  r eco rd ing  
i n  any of t h e  TOC'S  i n  t h e  Arnerical D iv i s ion  o r  i n  any TOC i n  
Vietnam f o r  t h a t . m a t t e r .  

Q. You never  heard  of  t h e  e x i s t e n c e  of  such t a p e s ?  

No, sir.  I have n o t .  

MR. WEST: Okay, thank you. 

-.. 0 : Colone l  HOLLADAY, I have h e r e  a document from t h e  
Headquar te rs ,  Americal D iv i s ion ,  e n t i t l e d ,  Regula t ion  
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Number 525-4, s u b j e c t :  "Combat Opera t ion ,"  i n  sma l l  p r i n t ,  
"Rules of Engagement," d a t e d  1 6  March 1968. I show you t h i s  
document, and a sk  i f  you have e v e r  seen t h i s  document? ' 

RCDR: This  d i r e c t i v e  from t h e  America1 D i v i s i o n ,  "Rules 
of  ~ n g a g e m e n t , ". . i s  e n t e r e d  i n t o  t h e  r eco rd  a s  E x h i b i t  D-5. 

A. Yes, sir.  I have seen  t h i s  be fo re .  

10: Is t h i s  t h e  document you have j u s t  r e f e r r e d  t o ?  

A. No, s i r .  Perhaps I should  r ead  t h i s  a l i t t l e  
c l o s e r .  No, s i r .  Th i s  i s  n o t  t h e  document t h a t  I remember. 

Q - Can you d e s c r i b e  somewhat more a c c u r a t e l y  what you 
s a w  i n  t h e  document t h a t  made t h e  impress ion upon you? 

A. J u s t  t h a t  it addressed  i t s e l f  p r i n c i p a l l y  t o  t h e  
k i l l i n g  of c i v i l i a n s .  

Q. Was it a long  document? 

A.  No, sir.  I t  was n o t .  I t  was more of a memo, a s  
I r e c a l l  it. 

Q e  
  
 Do you r e c a l l  who s i g n e d  i t ?  

A.  I wanted t o  say  it was s igned  by General  KOSTER 
as a commander's n o t e  t ype  t h i n g  but-- 

Q.  ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Do you r e c o l l e c t  w i t h i n  a t i m e  
frame about when it might have come o u t ?  

- . . . 

A* I t  was subsequent  t o  t h e  i n c i d e n t  down i n  Muscatine. 

Q. Could it have been p u t  o u t  a s  a command message 
w i t h i n  t h e  d i v i s i o n ?  

A. It  might w e l l  have been,  s i r .  I would say  it came 
o u t  w i t h i n  30 days  subsequent  t o  16 March. 

Q. Do you r e c a l l  any o t h e r  t h i n g  a t  t h i s  moment 
t h a t  might a s s i s t  us  i n  o u r  d e l i b e r a t i o n s ?  Rather  t h a n  p u t  
p r e s s u r e  on you a t  t h e  moment, I t h i n k  it would be b e t t e r  t o  
l e t  you s i t  and r e f l e c t  f o r  a wh i l e  on t h i s .  I t  may be 
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h e l p f u l  f o r  a l l  o f  us .  Meanwhile, M r .  WEST h a s . a  q u e s t i o n  
he  would l i k e  t o  add re s s  t o  you. 

MR WEST: T h i s  may d u p l i c a t e  some of t h e  p r ev ious  t e s t imony ,  
b u t  were you e v e r  d i r e c t e d  n o t  t o  t a l k  about  t h e  s u b j e c t  
m a t t e r  r e p o r t e d  t o  you by Major WATKE concern ing  t h e  s h o o t i n g  
o f  c i v i l i a n s  and t h e  c o n f r o n t a t i o n  between Warrant  O f f i c e r  
THOMPSON and t h e  o f f i c e r  on t h e  ground? 

A. NO, sir. 

Q No such remark was made by Genera l  YOUNG a t  t h e  
t i m e  o f  your  confe rence  and h i s  con fe r ence  w i t h  Colonel  
HENDERSON? 

A .  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  any such  remarks ,  s p e c i f i c a l l y ,  
b e i n g  made. I t  was impl ied .  Maybe it was t h e  a u r a  of t h e  
t h i n g .  W e  j u s t  d i d n ' t  t a l k  abou t  it. 

Q. Did t h i s  r e l a t e  t o  h i s  remark:  " J u s t  t h e  f i v e  of  u s  
h e r e  t h a t  know about  t h i s ? "  

A. Perhaps  so .  
  

Q- You can a p p r e c i a t e  t h i s  a s  q u i t e  i m p o r t a n t  t o  u s .  
  

A. I canno t  r e c a l l  any. 

Q. No s p e c i f i c  i n j u n c t i o n ?  

A. No, s ir .  I d o n ' t  remember. 

Q. Does any th ing  else come t o  mind b e a r i n g  on t h i s  
p a r t i c u l a r  p o i n t  t h a t  might  be h e l p f u l  t o  u s?  

A. You mean about  n o t  d i s c u s s i n g  the- ­

Q. - ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Y e s .  

; 3 :  One t h i n g  t h a t  might  be h e l p f u l  n o t  o n l y  t o  
y o u r s e l f .  Did you e v e r  h e a r  such admoni t ion b e i n g  p l a c e d  
upon anybody e lse ,  f o r  example, p e r s o n n e l  w i t h i n  Task Force  
Barker ,  o r  C / 1 / 2 0 ,  o r  any o t h e r  u n i t ?  

A. No, s ir .  I have n o t .  
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Q. Before w e  r e c e s s ,  Colonel  HOLLADAY, I would l i k e  
t o  g i v e  you an o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  make any s t a t emen t  a t  t h i s  t i m e  
t h a t  you would l i k e  t o  make on one hand, and secondly ,  any 
s t a t emen t  t h a t  i n  your judgment would a s s i s t  us  . i n  t h e  
purposes of  t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ?  

A. . I  d o n ' t  t h i n k  . t h a tI have anyth ing  t o  s a y ,  s i r , . 

I haven'  t a l r e a d y  s a i d .  

1 0: The h e a r i n g  w i l l  recess. 

(The h e a r i n g  r e c e s s e d  a t  1706 hour s ,  9  December 
1969 .)  

(The h e a r i n g  reconvened a t  1708 hour s ,  9  December 
1969. ) 

10: The h e a r i n g  w i l l  .come t o  o rde r .  

RCDR: A 1 1  p a r t i e s  p r e s e n t  when t h e  h e a r i n g  r e c e s s e d  are 
aga in  p r e s e n t .  

MR WALSH: Are you p e r f e c t l y  c l e a r  about t h e  meet ing wi th  f i v e  
people  on t h e  morning fo l lowing  t h e  o p e r a t i o n ;  BARKER, HENDERSON, 
YOUNG, WATKE and y o u r s e l f ?  And a d e s c r i p t i o n  of  a d i t c h  w i t h  
120 bodies  i n  i t  was g iven  by you o r  by Major WATKE, a  hea r say  
d e s c r i p t i o n  of what had been t h e r e ?  

A. This  w a s  what Major WATKE e s s e n t i a l l y  t o l d ,  t h e  
same s t o r y  t h r e e  t i m e s ,  and I t h i n k  I hedged a l i t t l e  b i t  about  
t h e  f i g u r e  120. I t  i s  t h e  one t h a t  s t i c k s  i n  my mind. I a m  
n o t  n e a r l y  a s  c l e a r  about  t h e  f i g u r e  a s  I am about  t h e  words 
coming o u t  about  t h e  d i t c h  and t h e  s o l d i e r  s t a n d i n g  above t h e  
d i t c h ,  t h e  s e r g e a n t  s t a n d i n g  above t h e  d i t c h .  

Q- And d i d  you c o n s i d e r  going and g e t t i n g  a  h e l i c o p t e r ,  
going down t h e r e  and t a k i n g  a look a t  t h a t  d i t c h  a t  any t ime? 

A. No, I d i d  no t .  

Q- Did any of  t h e  o t h e r  people  p r e s e n t  a t  t h a t  meet ing 
make ;, -;Isugges t ion  about  going down and look ing  a t  t h e  d i t c h ?  

A. No, t hey  d i d  n o t .  
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Q. Do you r e c a l l  anyone d i r e c t i n g  BARKER t o  g e t  a count  
of t h e  dead c i v i l i a n s  a s  broken down by men, women, and c h i l d r e n ?  

A. Not a t  t h a t  meeting.  

Q. A t  a subsequent  meeting? 

A. I f  he d i d ,  I w a s n ' t  p r e s e n t .  

Q- Do you r e c a l l  any th ing  about  g e t t i n g  a count  of 
dead c i v i l i a n s ?  

A. N o ,  s i r ,  I do n o t .  

MR WALSH: Thank you. 

10: I f  t h e r e  a r e  no f u r t h e r  q u e s t i o n s  w e  w i l l  r e c e s s  
u n t i l  8:30 tomorrow morning. 

i i h e  h e a r i n g  r e c e s s e d  a t  1712 hour s ,  9  December 
1969 .) 
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(The h e a r i n g  was c a l l e d  t o  o r d e r  a t  1121 hours ,  
12 December 1969.)  

10: This  h e a r i n g  w i l l  come t o  o r d e r .  

RCDR : A l l  pe rsons  who were p r e s e n t  when t h e  hea r ing  
r eces sed  a r e  aga in  p r e s e n t .  

The nex t  w i t n e s s e s  w i l l  be L ieu tenan t  Colonel  
HOLLADAY and Major WATKE . 

Colonel  HOLLADAY; Major WATKE. I remind you t h a t  
you remain under o a t h  t o  t h i s  board.  

I0: Colonel  HOLLADAY and Major WATKE, w e  have 
r e c a l l e d  you t o g e t h e r  f o r  t h e  express  purpose of  t r y i n g  t o  
e s t a b l i s h  t i m e s ,  d a t e s  and p l a c e s .  When you ( speaking  t o  
LTC HOLLADAY) d e p a r t e d  we w e r e  q u i t e  s a t i s f i e d  w i t h  
your e x p l a n a t i o n  of  t imes and d a t e s .  And when you ( speaking  
t o  M A J  WATKE) d e p a ~ t e dwe .were q u i t e  s a t i s f i e d  w i t h  
t imes and d a t e s  and p l a c e s .  I f  you r e c a l l ,  however, w e  had 
asked both of  you i f  you could  t h i n k  of  any th ing  else t h a t  
might shed l i g h t  upon it, t o  improve ou r  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  

-whether it would be a thought ,  o r  whether it would be a p i e c e  
of paper ,  o r  whatever  it might b e ,  ~7ould you p l e a s e  s o  i n d i ­
c a t e .  This  has been t h e  ca se .  Major WATKE has  provided copies  
of l e t t e r s  which he wrote  t o  h i s  family  which provide  some 
d e t a i l  a s  t o  what he d i d  on t h e s e  days.  So my purpose i n  
g e t t i n g  you t o g e t h e r  i s  t o  s e e  i f  we c a n ' t  r e s o l v e  t h i s  
problem which i s  r e a l l y  germane t o  what we a r e  t r y i n g  t o  
do h e r e ,  t o  g e t  t h i s  sequence of even t s  e s t a b l i s h e d .  What 
happened a t  v a r i o u s  t imes and p l a c e s ?  Now, bo th  of you, i n  
your t es t imony,  have i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  you had t a l k e d  t o g e t h e r  

- t h e  n i g h t  of ths l6t l3. .  That  f a c t  i s  q u i t e  w e l l  e s t a b l i s h e d  
and co r robora t ed  by both of  your t e s t i m o n i e s .  Both of  you 
i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  you subsequen t ly ,  t h e  fo l lowing  morning, went 
t o  s e e  General  YOUNG a t  d i v i s i o n  headqua r t e r s  and r e p o r t e d  
the  i n c i d e n t  t o  him, o r  r e p o r t e d  t o  him t h e  i n fo rma t ion  
which had been provided ,  wi th  Major WATKE doing the  primary 
t a l k i n g  t o  d e s c r i b e  t h e  i n c i d e n t .  The i n d i c a t i o n ,  t hen ,  
i s  the- Major WATKE went on h i s  way and ended up a t  LZ 
Do t t i e  and t h a t  some t ime subsequent  t o  t h a t ,  i n  t h e  morning, 
t h e  word was i s s u e d  t o  you (LTC HOLLADAY), and General  
YOUNG, Colonel  HENDERSON, Colonel  BARKER, and you Major 
WATKE, t h e  f i v e  of you were t o  assemble a t  LZ D o t t i e .  
The t imes and c i rcumstances  h e r e  a r e  a l l  c o n s i s t e n t  
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as f a r  a s  t h e  tes t imony,  b u t  t h e s e  l e t t e r s  would i n d i c a t e  
something d i f f e r e n t  happened, n o t  s e r i o u s .  I t  is j u s t  a  
q u e s t i o n  of t i m e .  I would l i k e  t o  ask ( speaking  t o  M A J  
WATKE) would you have ~ n y  o b j e c t i o n  t o  having t h e s e  l e t t e r s  
e n t e r e d  i n  t h i s  h e a r i n g  a s  tes t imony? 

MAJ WATKE: NO,  s i r ,  n o t  i f  I can e v e n t u a l l y  g e t  them back 
sometime, sir. 

I 0 : Well, as a m a t t e r  of f a c t  we can have t r u e  copies  
made of them and g i v e  them back t o  you immediately.  I t ' s  
n o t  t h e  l e t t e r s  I ' m  i n t e r e s t e d  i n .  

MAJ WATKE: Y e s ,  s i r ,  they can be e n t e r e d .  

10: I would ask you t o  t a k e  a c l o s e  look a t  t h i s  
because t h e r e  are only  c e r t a i n  p a r t s  of t hose  le t te rs  t h a t  
I ' m  i n t e r e s t e d  i n .  I f  t h e r e  a r e  any p a r t s  t h a t  you would 
l i k e  t o  have d e l e t e d  which a r e  n o t  germane t o  t h e  i s s u e  
we  can do t h i s .  

MAJ WATKE: I t  i s  n o t  necessary  t o  do t h i s .  

I 0 : I have t h r e e  le t ters  from Major WATKE t o  h i s  
fami ly  d a t e d  1 6  March 1968, 17 March 1968, and 18 March 1968. 
I would l i k e  t o  have t h e s e  l e t t e r s  e n t e r e d  i n t o  t h e  record  
as e x h i b i t s .  

RCDR : Major WATKE's l e t t e r  o f  16 March 1968 i s  i d e n t i f i e d  
as E x h i b i t  M - 1 0 .  Major WATKE's l e t t e r  of  17 March 1968 is  
i d e n t i f i e d  a s  E x h i b i t  M - 1 1 .  Major WATKE's l e t t e r  of  18 March 
1968 i s  i d e n t i f i e d  a s  M-12. 

COL MILLER: L e t  t h e  r eco rd  r e f l e c t  a l s o  t h a t  t h e  o r i g i n a l s  
w i l l  be withdrawn and copies  s u b s t i t u t e d  t h e r e f o r e .  

10: Add t o  t h e  r eco rd  t h a t  t h e  e x h i b i t s  w i l l  i nc lude  
e i t h e r  t h e  o r i g i n a l s  o r  f a c s i m i l e s  of  t h e  envelopes  as  w e l l .  

PIAJ WATKE: A s  long  as they a r e  needed you may have them. 

1 0: I have n o t  s t u d i e d  t h e s e  le t ters  i n  d e t a i l ,  b u t  
I would n o t  ask you t o  s u b j e c t  any th ing  t h a t  i s  p e r s o n a l  
between your  w i fe  and y o u r s e l f  t o  t h e  s c r u t i n y  of t h e  American 
p u b l i c .  
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MAJ WATKE: W e l l ,  s i r ,  my w i f e  has  always s a i d  t h a t  my 
le t ters  t o  h e r  cou ld  be r ead  o v e r  t he  r a d i o .  

10:  Colonel  HOLLADAY, I have t h e  l e t t e r  of t h e  17 th .  
I show you a copy of  t h e  e x h i b i t  da t ed  t h e  1 7 t h  ( E x h i b i t  
-11). Would you r ead  t h i s  p l e a s e ?  

(The w i t n e s s  d i d  as d i r e c t e d . )  

I h e r e  a l s o  show you a copy of  a l e t t e r  d a t e d  on 
t h e  18 th  (Exh ib i t  M - 1 2 ) .  

(The wi tnes s  examined t h e  document. ) 

Do t h e s e  l e t t e r s  h e l p  t o  r e f r e s h  anybody's  memory 
s o  a s  t o  s t r a i g h t e n  o u t  t h e s e  even t s?  I t h i n k  t h e  c r i t i c a l  
p o i n t  i s  whether t h i s  meeting took p l a c e  on t h e  1 7 t h  o r  t h e  
18 th .  Now obv ious ly ,  i f  you f lew down t o g e t h e r  t o  Duc Pho 
on t h e  1 7 t h ,  a s  it i s  i n d i c a t e d  i n  t h e  l e t t e r ,  you probably 
d i d n ' t  have t h e  mezting t h a t  day and probably h e l d  t h e  meeting 
t h e  fo l lowing  day a s  it is  i n d i c a t e d  on t h e  l e t t e r  of 
t h e  18 th .  

MAJ WATKE: I can remember t h e  meeting a t  Duc Pho, n o t  s o  
much what w a s  d i s c u s s e d  i n  t h e  meeting,  b u t  a s  w e  l e f t - ­
t h a t  my p a r t i c u l a r  a l l e g a t i o n s  t h a t  I had t a l k e d  about  were 
never  d i s c u s s e d  down t h e r e .  They never  asked a q u e s t i o n .  
They never  impl ied  t h a t  they  had any awareness t h a t  any- 
t h i n g  had happened on t h e  16 th .  The comment was made, by 
e i t h e r  myself o r  t h e  c o l o n e l  (HOLLADAY), t h a t  i f  they  knew 
it, it was s u r e  coldblooded t h a t  they d i d n ' t ,  j u s t  d i d n ' t  
b r i n g  it up t o  us t o  ask q u e s t i o n s  and cha l l enge  u s ,  o r  
any th ing  t o  t h i s  e f f e c t .  

10:  Do you remember t hose  c i rcumstances , Colonel  
HOLLADAY? 

LTC HOLLADAY: I remember t h e  day t h a t  w e  f lew t o  Duc Pho 
t o g e t h e r .  DidnQt we ( t a l k i n g  t o  MAJ WATKE) have t o  go 
through a couple  of  h e l i c o p t e r s  b e f o r e  w e  could f i n d  one 
t h a t  b. 11d run? And t h a t  was the day t h a t  you d i d  n o t  wear 
a "chicken board.  " This  i s  t h e  s a m e  t r i p - - t h e  one t h a t  I 
remember. 

MAJ WATKE: The on ly  
t o  LTC HOLLADAY). 

one t h a t  we had I t h i n k ,  sir  ( t a l k i n g  
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LTC HOLLADAY: We were 'going t o  Duc Pho and i n  t h i s  
i n s t a n c e  w e  c o u l d n ' t  g e t .  one h e l i c o p t e r  s t a r t e d .  I t  had 
a bad b a t t e r y ,  and ano the r  one had something e l s e  wrong wi th  
it; and as I r e c a l l ,  we f i n a l l y  g o t  a t h i r d  h e l i c o p t e r  and 
went down. And I rememuer t e l l i n g ,  you (MAJ WATIZE) t o  wear 
a "chicken board"  from now on f o r  t h a t  p a r t  of t h e  t r i p .  
I c a n ' t  remember any of t h e  e v e n t s  t h a t  occur red  a f t e rwards  
down t h e r e ,  no th ing  s i g n i f i c a n t .  We t a l k e d  t o  Colonel  HENDER­
SON. I c a n ' t  remember t h e  g u t s  of  t h a t  c o n v e r s a t i o n  a t  a l l .  

10: According t o  t h e  l e t t e r ,  t h e  i n d i c a t i o n ,  t h e  
  
o b j e c t  of  t h e  conve r sa t ion  was n o t  t h e  prev ious  d a y ' s  
  
a c t i v i t i e s  o r  any th ing  of  t h i s  n a t u r e  b u t  what i s  s t a t e d  
  
he re :  t o  t a l k  t o  t h e  b r igade  commander, r e f e r e n c e  "my 
 
(WATKE's) u n i t  and i t s  c a p a b i l i t i e s . "  

MAJ WATKE: I had f e l t  t h a t  I could  more e f f i c i e n t l y  be 
u t i l i z e d  and t h i s  was a r e s u l t  of p rev ious  t a l k s  w i t h  t h e  
c o l o n e l  (LTC HOLLADAY) . We went down t o  e x p l a i n  what a s s e t s  
I r e a l l y  had and how I might be more f u l l y  employed. That 
was r e a l l y  t h e  theme of t h e  conve r sa t ion .  

10: I f  we r e c o n s t r u c t  t h e  t imes  t h e n ,  assuming 
 
t h i s  d i d  happen, t h a t  you d i d  go down on the  1 7 t h ,  t h i s  
  
would mean t h a t  you t a l k e d  on Saturday n i g h t  t o g e t h e r ,  
  

. 	 	 which would be t h e  n i g h t  of t h e  16 th .  I b e l i e v e  t h a t ' s  
c o n s i s t e n t  w i t h  t h e  tes t imony t h a t  you gave and you gave. 
La t e  i n  t h e  evening sometime, t hey  a r e  n o t  e x a c t  t imes bu t  
somewhere between 2100 and midnight ,  t h e  two of you d i s -  
cussed i n  c o n s i d e r a b l e  dep th  what had t r a n s p i r e d  du r ing  the  
o p e r a t i o n  and what had been r e p o r t e d .  This  was your  r e p o r t  
and you ( t o  WATKE) were cau t ioned .  You cau t ioned  him ( t o  
HOLLADAY) and s o  f o r t h  about  t h e  g r a v i t y  of what he was 
say ing .  Then accord ing  t o  your  t es t imony,  you "agonized" 
o r  some t h i n g .  

LTC HOLLADAY: Y e s ,  s ir .  

10: The fo l lowing  morning t h e  two of you r e p o r t e d  t o  
General  YOUNG t o  r e p o r t  t h i s  i n c i d e n t ,  sometime fo l lowing  
which you went t o  church,  Major WATKE? 

NAJ WATKE: Yes, s i r .  

I 0 : I d o n ' t  know what t ime.  What i s  your  f a i t h ?  

MAJ WATKE: Roman C a t h o l i c .  

10:  What t ime was t h e  s e r v i c e  normally he ld?  It 
  
d o e s n ' t  make much d i f f e r e n c e .  You were l a t e .  
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MAJ WATKE: I d o n ' t  r e a l l y  r e c a l l ,  s i r .  

10:  It would i n d i c a t e  t h a t  a f t e r  t h e  church s e r v i c e s ,  
and perhaps  l a te r  i n  t h e  m o r ~ i n g  o r  s h o r t l y  a 5 t e r  lunch ,  t h e  
two of you f lew t o  Duc Pho t o  t a l k  t o  Colonel  HENDERSON, 
t h e  b r igade  commander, and a f t e r  r e t u r n i n g  you : t a lked  
t o  your new t r o o p s .  Then it was t h e  fo l lowing  'day, t h e  
morning of t h e  1 8 t h ,  t h a t  t h e  meeting was c a l l e d  t o  be 
h e l d  a t  LZ D o t t i e ,  which i s  c o n s i s t e n t  wi th  eve ry th ing  t h a t  
is  p u t  down h e r e  i n  t h e  le t ters .  

MAJ WATKE: I t h i n k  t h a t ' s  r i g h t ,  s i r ,  because I have never  
been a b l e  t o  r e c a l l  how I g o t  t o  Duc Pho on t h e  1 7 t h ,  and 
I was s t a t i n g  t h a t  yes t e rday  i n  my tes t imony.  I knew I 
d idn  t d r i v e  down ; I f lew.  But I couldn ' t remember how I 
g o t  t h e r e .  I t  w a s  because I never  went down t o  LZ D o t t i e  
on t h e  1 7 t h .  

10:  I b e l i e v e  you meant by what you j u s t  s t a t e d  
t h a t  you d i d n ' t  know how you g o t  t o  LZ D o t t i e  n o t  t o  Duc Pho. 

MAJ WATKE: To LZ Dot t ie . .  I have no r ea son  t o  be l i eve - - I  
b e l i e v e  t h a t  e v e r y t h i n g  i n  t h e  l e t t e r s  was as it occur red .  

10: Other  t h a n  t h e  1 7 t h ,  eve ry th ing  t h a t ,  t i m e - w i s e ,  
you gentlemen have s a i d  meshes t o g e t h e r  ve ry  w e l l .  But t h i s  
p a r t i c u l a r  p o i n t ,  dropping o u t  t h e  17 th  f o r  t h i s  a c t i v i t y ,  
t h i s  c r e a t e s  t h e  problem. 

The h e a r i n g  w i l l  be r eces sed .  

(The h e a r i n g  r e c e s s e d  a t  1 1 4 1  hou r s ,  12 
 

December 1969. ) 
 


(The h e a r i n g  reconvened a t  1147 hour s ,  
  

1 2  December 196 9. ) 
 


10: The h e a r i n g  w i l l  come t o  o r d e r .  

RCDR : A l l  persons  who were p r e s e n t  when t h e  h e a r i n g  
r e c e s s e d  are aga in  p r e s e n t .  

I0 : Would t h e r e  be anyth ing  f l y i n g  down t o  Duc Pho 

* on Sunday the  17 th  which would s t a n d  o u t  i n  your mind? 

MAJ WATKE: W e l l ,  g e t t i n g  t h e  a i r p l a n e .  When one broke down 
we went t o  ano the r  one,  and t h e r e  was d i f f i c u l t y  i n  f i n d i n g  
o u t  which one t o  go t o ,  and I remember t h a t  t h e  c o l o n e l  was 
typ ica l ly - -he  became r a t h e r  voc i f e rous  about  g e t t i n g  someone 
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o u t  t h e r e  t o  f i n d  t h e  o t h e r  a i r p l a n e ,  and when t h e  second 
one d i d n ' t  work it was p r e t t y  h i l a r i o u s .  But w e  d i d  g e t  
one,  and we went down. I t  was a p r e t t y ,  sunshiny Sunday. 
The reason  w e  had t r o u b l e  g e t t i n g  t h e  people  was t h a t  it 
w a s  Sunday. A l l  t h e  people  w e r e n ' t  on t h e  l i n e  and working 

.as  hard as they  normally would on o t h e r  days.  

10: W e l l  t h e r e  might be some o t h e r  t h i n g s  t h a t  you 
might have,  i f  you t h i n k  about  it. The thought  came 
t o  your mind t h a t  you went down t o  t a l k  about  t h e  123d aero-  
s c o u t  u n i t ,  and you d i d  t a l k  about  t h e  o r g a n i z a t i o n ,  t h e  
c a p a b i l i t y ,  and how it might be b e t t e r  used,  and t h e  thought  
came t o  your  mind, " I  wonder why it i s  t h a t  they don'  t know 
anyth ing  about  it o r  what might have t r a n s p i r e d .  " Now my 
p o i n t  i s  t h a t  you and Colonel  HOLLADAY had t a l k e d  t h i s  one 
over  a t  c o n s i d e r a b l e  l eng th  t h e  n i g h t  b e f o r e ,  and it seems 
t h a t  i n  f l y i n g  i n  t h e  a i r p l a n e  t o g e t h e r  t h e r e  might have 
been some communication back and f o r t h  which on t h e  p a r t i c u l a r  
day you might have d i s c u s s e d  a s  you were f l y i n g  back t o  
Chu Lai .  Has anyth ing  such as t h i s  come t o  mind? 

. MAJ WATKE: Well ,  I d o n ' t  remember i f  it was i n  t h e  a i r p l a n e  
o r  walking back f o r  t h e  p l ane ,  b u t  I w a s  expec t ing  t o  be 
d re s sed  down r a t h e r  ha r sh ly  by somebody i n  e i t h e r  Task Force 
Barker o r  one of t h e  ground u n i t s  f o r  my a l l e g a t i o n s ,  and 
I d i d n ' t  expec t  t h e  people  t o  j u s t  a c c e p t  what I s a i d  a t  
f a c e  va lue .  People would r e s i s t .  Every t ime I t o l d  t h e  
s t o r y  I wai ted  f o r  someone t o  pounce back on me. When we 
went down t o  Duc Pho, a t  l e a s t  men ta l ly ,  I d i d n ' t  exp res s  
myself i n  words, I expected them t o  b r i n g  up t h i s  s u b j e c t ,  
and I would once aga in  have t o  defend myself and my a l l e g a ­

, 	 t i o n .  I t  j u s t  never  was mentioned down t h e r e  a s  I r e c a l l .  
They d i d n ' t  say anyth ing .  Why d i d n ' t  t hey?  They d i d n ' t  
know, o r  why d i d n ' t  they know o r  it was-­

MR MACCRATE: ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Who would have been t h o s e  a t  
Duc Pho a t  t h a t  t i m e  who you s a w  and who-- 

MAJ WATKE : ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Colonel  HENDERSON. 

,1R MACCRATE: Who i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  Colonel  HENDERSON? 

M A J  WATKE : Colonel  GREEN w a s  t h e r e .  We s a t  i n  t h e  o f f i c e  
t h a t  was up on a h i l l ,  There was t h e  TOC a s  you walked up 
t h e  road of t h e  1 1 t h  Brigade,  which was k i n d  of walking 

. t owards  t h e  e a s t ;  on t h e  l e f t - h a n d  s i d e  was t h e  TOC b u i l d i n g ,  
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semi-underground, on t h e  r igh t -hand  s i d e  was t h e  S 3 ' s  o f f i c e .  
The S2 was i n  an o f f i c e  j u s t  a d j a c e n t  t o  h i s .  I ' m  n o t  pos- 
i t i v e  of t h a t .  I f  you cont inued  on t o  t h e  e a s t ,  t h e  road 
ben t  around t o  t he  r i g h t ,  and I b e l i e v e  t h a t ,  a t  l e a s t  when 
t h e  g e n e r a l  had t h e  b r i g a d e ,  he l i v e d  i n  a  b u i l d i n g  t h a t  
was up a number of s t e p s ,  and o f f  t o  t he  l e f t  of t h i s  Qas 
an o f f i c e .  And it w a s  i n  t h a t  room t h a t  we had ou r  d i s c u s s i o n .  

PO: Would you c a l l  t h a t  a b r i e f i n g  room? 

M A J  WATKE: No, s i r .  I t ' s  j u s t  more h i s  o f f i c e ,  s i r ,  j u s t  
a desk and one o r  two couches,  and we s a t  around it and 
t h e r e  was a minimum of  f o u r  of  us i n  t h e  room. 

iY! WEST: According t o  t h e  sequence of e v e n t s  s e t  o u t  i n  
your l e t t e r s ,  t hen ,  a t  t h i s  t ime you had t a l k e d  t o  General  
YOUNG. The prev ious  day,  1 6 t h ,  you had t a l k e d  t o  Colonel  
BARKER-- . 

b 

MAJ WATKE : ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Colonel  BARKER. 

MR WEST: Before going t o  Colonel  HOLLADAY? Presumably the 
knowledge of  t h i s  inc iden t - -compla in t  going t o  Task Force 
Barker ,  would have been through Colonel  BARKER. Is t h a t  a 
f a i r  assumption? 

MAJ WATKE: I t  was known a t  bo th  t h e  i n f a n t r y  b a t t a l i o n  l e v e l  
and a t  t h e  d i v i s i o n  l e v e l .  That  a f t e rnoon  obvious ly  they  
d i d  n o t  express  a t  b r igade  l e v e l  t h a t  they were aware of 
t h i s  i n c i d e n t  a t  t h a t  t ime ,  which I thought  was r a the r - ­

MR WEST: ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  You had no t  r e p o r t e d  it t o  b r igade?  
You t a l k e d  t o  Colonel  BARKER and then  you t a l k e d  t o  Colonel  
HOLLADAY? 

MAJ WATKE: No, s i r ,  I never  have.  I thought--well  I d o n ' t  
know what I thought  a t  t h e  t ime r e a l l y .  But now t h a t  I 
t h i n k  of it, i t , w o u l d  have been o u t  of p l a c e  f o r  us t o  
d i r e c t l y  go t o  t he  b r igade .  Well,  it wouldn ' t  have been 
a c t u a l l y  i n c o r r e c t ,  b u t  BARKER knew. H i s  boss  (COL 
HENDERSON), n o t  mine-- 

MR WEST: ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Going back t o  your  meeting wi th  
General  YOUNG, would 'he  have i n d i c a t e d  a t  t h e  end of  t h i s  
conference t h a t  he wanted t o  t h i n k  about  t h i s ,  t h a t  he would 
g e t  i n  touch wi th  you l a t e r ,  o r  any th ing  of t h a t  n a t u r e ,  
i n d i c a t i n g  
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p o s s i b l y  t h a t  he w a s  n o t  going t o  t a k e  immediate a c t i o n ?  

, ' 	 	 LTC HOLLADAY : . No, n o t  a s '  I remember, s ir .  

10: id he say  anyth ing  about  want ing t o  pas s  t h i s  
op t o  General  KOSTER and t a l k  it ove r  wi th  General  KOSTER? 

' LTC HOLLADAY': No, s i r .  A s  .I r e c a l l  i t ,  he made t h e  
arrangements.  Here aga in ,  it was through h i s  a i d e  o r  t h e  
c h i e f  of s t a f f ,  t h a t  morning, t h e  1 7 t h ,  t o  have t h e  meeting 
. a t -LZ  D o t t i e  w i th  Colonel  BARKER and Colonel  HENDERSON l a t e r  
on t h a t  morning (17 th) . I ' v e  g o t  t o  say t h a t  i n  s p i t e  of 
r ead ing  h e r e  what ' s  i n  t h e s e  l e t t e r s ,  which r e f e r  t o  it 

, as t h e  1 8 t h .  

1.0: This  i s  e x a c t l y  what he s a i d .  I t ' s  n o t  verbat im.  
. U n t i l  such t i m e  a s  these.  le t ters  a r r i v e d  on t h e  scene  wi th  a 

d i f f e r e n t  sequence o f '  events . ,  I had it f i r m l y  f i x e d  i n  my mind 
' tha t .  	it took p l a c e  on t h e  morning of  t h e  17th . .  But t h i s  
  
wculd i n d i c a t e  q u i t e  t o  the ,  c o ~ t r a r y .  . 
 

MAJ WATKE: A l l  I can s a y ,  s i r ,  i s  t h a t  I would have never  
-a changed my tes t imony had .it n o t  been f o r  t h e s e .  But I - - t he re  

i s  no . r ea son  t o  b e l i e v e  t h a t  what I wro te  i s n ' t  i n  f a c t  what 
. t r a n s p i r e d ,  f o r  it w a s  w r i t t e n  t h e  day of t h e  happening and 

I j u s t  c o n s i d e r  it 'being more f a c t u a l  t h a n  my memory. 

. 	 	 MI? WEST: It w a s  your h a b i t  t o  s i t  down every  evening  and 
w r i t e  a l e t t e r ?  

'-, PAJ WATKE: Yes, s i r ,  my w i f e  has  a d i a r y ,  a 300 and something 
  
-	 ' page d i a r y ,  of  my t o u r  - i n  Vietnam. I am s u r e ,  i t ' s  i n  my mind 
 

now t h a t  t h i s  i s  t h e  sequence of even t s .  No r eason  t o  i n f e r  
  
t h a t  t h i s  is  n o t ,  i n  f a c t ,  what d i d  t a k e  p l a c e .  

MR WEST: Was Colonel  HENDERSON p r e s e n t  a t  +he Duc Pho 
meeting? 

MAJ WATKE: Y e s ,  s ir ,  it was i n  h i s  o f f i c e ,  I ' m  s u r e  it was. 

LTC HOLLADAY: We had been having some t r o u b l e  w i th  t he  aero-
scout company. I t  w a s  a newly-organized u n i t  and Fred (MAJ 
WATKE) d i d n ' t  t h i n k  they were be ing  u t i l i z e d  p r o p e r l y .  We 
set  this meet ing up w i t h  Colonel  HENDERSON. 
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MR WEST: This  w a s  an  exper imenta l  company? 

LTC HOLLADAY: No, s i r ,  i t ' s  n o t  exper imenta l ,  it i s  s o r t  of  
a mini-a i r -cav t roop .  

, MR WEST: .Okay. 

MR WALSH: I n  t he  second paragraph of  your  l e t t e r  of t h e  
  

18 th  you r e f e r  t o  an o p e r a t i o n  t h a t  you were conduct ing 
  

t h a t  morning and a s  a r e f e r e n c e  there to- - 


&aJWATKE: ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  This  morning we sna tched  a  s u s p e c t ?  

MR WALSH: Y e s .  "And we a r e  conduct ing a combined o p e r a t i o n  
wi th  an i n f a n t r y  company t h i s  a f t e rnoon .  'I That  would ind i ca t e - -  

M A J  WATKE: ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  That  w a s  wi th  t h e  4/3 a c r o s s  t h e  
  
h i  ghw ay . 
 
MR. WALSH: Were yo11 f l y i n g  t h a t  morning? 

MAJ WATKE: Y e s ,  s ir .  

MR WALSH: I t  seems t o  be a l i t t l e  i n c o n s i s t e n t  w i t h  t h e  
  
meeting a t  9 a.m. but--


MAJ WATKE: ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  W e l l  t h i s  i s  t h e  t h i n g ,  t h e  9 a.m. 
 
meeting came t o  m e  i n  a phone c a l l .  I wasn ' t  aware of  t h e  
  

, meeting.  I t  w a s  n o t  a p r e s e t  meeting.  I n  o t h e r  words, I 
went down t h a t  morning n o t  knowing t h a t  I had a meeting t o  
a t t e n d  a t  9 o ' c l o c k  wi th  t h e  g e n e r a l .  I g o t  t h e  c a l l  e i t h e r  
through BARXER o r  through t h e  c o l o n e l ' s  ( i n d i c a t i n g  LTC 
HOLLADAY) r a d i o  t h a t  I w a s  t o  meet up t h e r e  wi th  t h e s e  people .  
We were conduct ing an o p e r a t i o n  and we had gone o u t  and p u t  
ou r  people  i n  a  b lock ing  p o s i t i o n ,  and t h e  4/3 was sweeping 
down. I can go o u t ,  I t h i n k ,  and f i n d  t h a t  p l a c e ,  I ' m  t h a t  
p o s t i v e .  W e l l  w e  p u t  them i n  and no th ing  took p l a c e  t h a t -  
day * 

MR WEST: But you went on up t o  Chu La i?  

MAJ WATKE: No, s ir ,  t h e  meeting was a t  LZ D o t t i e .  

10: On t h e  1 8 t h ?  

MAJ WATKE: "Snatch" was j u s t  ano the r  o p e r a t i o n .  This i s  
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j u s t  ano the r  term t h a t  we  use.  W e  go and they would s e l e c t  
an a r e a ,  and I say  they ,  t h e  i n f a n t r y  b a t t a l i o n  o r  t h e  

. br igade  would say  they wanted a mi l i t a ry -age  m a l e  i f  p o s s i b l e  
o u t  of a g iven  a r e a .  Usually they  went i n t o  a r e a s  o u t  

. 	 	 beyond where t hey  mainta ined t h e i r  t r o o p s ,  i n t o  t h e  v a l l e y s ,  
o u t  i n  t h e  VC a r e a s .  We would go o u t  and f i n d  one and j u s t  
sna t ch  him o f f  the f a c e  of  t h e  e a r t h  and t a k e  him back t o  
CID.  We had a p o l i c y ,  though,  t h a t  i f  he t u rned  o u t  t o  be VC 
then  I would t a k e  them back o u t  and p l a c e  them, n o t  i n  t h e  
same p l a c e ,  b u t  w i t h i n  easy walking d i s t a n c e  of  where I ' d  
sna tched  them, hoping t h a t  someday we'd g e t  him aga in .  

10: 'Anybody e l s e  have any q u e s t i o n s  t h a t  they would 
l i k e  t o  add res s  t o  e i t h e r  Colonel  HOLLADAY o r  Major WATKE? 

W e  may have t o  r e c a l l  you a t  a l a t e r  t ime  t o  s e e  
i f  w e  can c l a r i f y  t h i s  f u r t h e r .  I n  t h e  meantime I wish t h a t  
bo th  of you would keep your  t h i n k i n g  caps on t o  s e e  i f  you 

, ..can r e c o n s t r u c t  t h e  even t s  du r ing  t h e  i 6 t h ,  1 7 t h ,  and 18 th  s o  
t h a t  w e  can t r y  t o  f i r m  up t h e  d a t e s  when these  meetings 

. took p l a c e .  Does e i t h e r  of  you have anyth ing  else t h a t  you 
would: l i k e  t o  s ay  o r  might c o n t r i b u t e  t o  what w e  a r e  seek ing  
i n  t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ?  

LTC HOLLADAY: No, sir . 
MAJ WATKE: No, s ir .  

10: The h e a r i n g  w i l l  r e c e s s  u n t i l  1330. 

(The h e a r i n g  r e c e s s e d  a t  1200 hours ,  12 December 
1969. ) 
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(The h e a r i n g  reconvened a t  1321  h o u r s ,  22 
December 1969 . )  

10: The h e a r i n g  w i l l  come t o  o r d e r .  

RCDR: The f o l l o w i n g  members a r e  p r e s e n t :  LTG PEERS, MR 
WEST, MR MACCRATE, MR WALSH, COL FRANKLIN, MAJ ZYCHOWSKI, and 
MAJ COOP. ' 

RCDR: S i r ,  t h e  n e x t  w i t n e s s  i s  L i e u t e n a n t  Co lone l  John 
L. HOLLADAY. 

C o l o n e l  HOLLADAY, you a r e  reminded t h a t  you are 
s t i l l  u n d e r .  o a t h .  

I 0 : Colone l  HOLLADAY, s i n c e  you were l a s t  w i t h  u s ,  w e  
have  t a l k e d  t o  s e v e r a l  p e o p l e ,  and t h i s  h a s  r a i s e d  some q u e s t i o n s .  
So w e  t h o u g h t  it would be  a d v i s a b l e  t o  have  you come 
back t o  p e r h a p s  expand o r  h e l p  us  c l a r i f y  a few o f  t h e s e  
p o i n t s  which you have  r e l a t e d  t o  u s .  One of  t h e  p r i n c i p a l  
p o i n t s  o f  concern  h a s  t o  d o  w i t h  e x a c t l y  what  w a s  s a i d  t o  
Genera l  YOUNG when you and Major WATKE t a l k e d  t o  him on t h e  
morning o f  t h e  1 7 t h ,  a b o u t  8 o ' c l o c k .  I ' d  l i k e  you t o  
r e c a l l  t h a t  t o  u s  i n  as much d e t a i l  a s  you can.  

A. W e l l ,  s i r ,  I went i n t o  Genera l  YOUNG'S o f f i c e  and  
t o l d  him, t h i s  i s  a t  Chu L a i ,  t h a t  something had o c c u r r e d  
t h a t  I f e l t  he  s h o u l d  know a b o u t  r i g h t  away. And h e  i n v i t e d  
u s  i n ,  t h a t  i s ,  Major WATKE and me. I t u r n e d  t o  Major WATKE as 
n e a r  a s  I can  r e c o l l e c t .  I s a i d :  "Go ahead ,  you t e l l  Genera l  
YOUNG t h e  same s t o r y  you t o l d  m e  l a s t  n i g h t . "  And a g a i n ,  t h e  
s a l i e n t  f e a t u r e  o f  t h a t  e p i s o d e  i s  Genera l  YOUNG'S  g r e a t  
concern  o v e r  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  one American s o l d i e r  shoo t -  
i n g  a t  a n o t h e r .  I can  recal l  h i s  s a y i n g  w e  d o n ' t  want  
Americans s h o o t i n g  a t  Americans. S i r ,  a s  much a s  I r a c k e d  my 
b r a i n  o v e r  t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  moment, I c a n ' t  r e c a l l  a n y t h i n g  
else. I t h o u g h t  a t  t h e  t i m e  he  had set  up t h e  m e e t i n g ,  b u t  
a f t e r  r e a d i n g  Major WATKE's  l e t t e r ,  I have g o t  t o  concede 
t h a t  p e r h a p s  h e  d i d  n o t  s e t  it up a t  t h a t  t i m e .  

Q- W e l l ,  you mean t h a t  i s  t h e  s u b s t a n c e  o f  t h e  d i s -  
c u s s i o n ?  My q u e s t i o n  r e a l l y  i s  whe the r  Major WATKE went i n t o  
d e t a i l  on t h e  c i v i l i a n s  and t o l d  t h e  e n t i r e  s t o r y ?  
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A. H e  t o l d  t h e  same s t o r y  t o  General  YOUNG on t h e  1 7 t h  
t h a t  he t o l d  t o  me on t h e  n i g h t  of  t h e  16 th .  And h e r e  a g a i n ,  t h e  
p o i n t s  of t h a t  conve r sa t ion  t h a t  s t i c k  most c l e a r l y  i n  my memory 
a r e  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e r e  was some e x c e s s i v e  k i l l i n g  down t h e r e  t h a t  
day,  t h e  s e r g e a n t  s t a n d i n g  on t h e  d i t c h ,  f i r i n g  an M-16 o r  an 
M-60 machinegun i n t o  t h e  d i t c h ,  i n t o  a number, a g r e a t  number, 
many c i v i l i a n s ,  and M r .  THOMPSON t h r e a t e n i n g  t o  f i r e  upon t h e  
advancing Americans who were t r y i n g  t o  g e t  t o  t h a t  cave.  That  
i s  a s  much as I s a i d  l a s t  t ime.  Fred t o l d  t h e  s t o r y  wi th  l i t t l e  
o r  no v a r i a t i o n  t h a t  I can r e c a l l ,  and General  YOUNG s a t  t h e r e  
and l i s t e n e d  t o  it very a t t e n t i v e l y .  Again, when t h e  p o r t i o n  of 
t h e  s t o r y  unfo lded  t h a t  M r .  THOMPSON t h r e a t e n e d  t o  f i r e  on t h e  
Americans, he  was v i s u a l l y  t aken  aback by t h i s  and showed g r e a t  
concern.  Now what t hose  p r e c i s e  words were,  I can paraphrase  
them and w e  d o n ' t  want -- he may have s a i d :  "My God," o r  some 
exclamat ion o r  r e v e l a t i o n  t o  t h a t  p o r t i o n  of  t h e  s t o r y .  

Q* A s  I r e c a l l ,  t h e  g e n e r a l  impress ion you had was 
t h a t  when Major WATKE f i r s t  r e p o r t e d  t h i s  t o  you, h i s  g r e a t e s t  
concern had t o  do  w i t h  t h e  c o n f r o n t a t i o n  a s p e c t  of i t ,  t h a t  
you had n o t  ~ z c e s s a r i l y  brushed o f f  t h e  c o n f r o n t a t i o n ,  b u t  your  
g r e a t e s t  concern was t h a t  c i v i l i a n s  had been k i l l e d  u n n e c e s s a r i l y ,  
and you went on i n t o  some d e t a i l s  t o  e x p l a i n  t o  Major WATKE t h e  
i m p l i c a t i o n s  of  what he was say ing .  Then, a s  you had p u t  it, 
between t h e  two of you, you agonized on t h a t  f o r  an hour  o r  more 
t h a t  n i g h t  and subsequent ly  dec ided ,  t h i s  be ing  somewhere around 
1 1 : O O  o r  midnigh t ,  it would be b e s t  t o  go t o  General  YOUNG i n  t h e  
morning. So what I ' m  r e a l l y  t r y i n g  t o  g e t  i s  whether j u s t  t h i s  
p a r t  of t h e  c o n f r o n t a t i o n  was t o l d  t o  General  YOUNG? 

A. No, s ir .  No, s i r .  The e n t i r e  s t o r y  was t o l d  t o  
General  YOUNG much t h e  same a s  Major WATKE had r e l a t e d  t o  me t h e  
preced ing  evening.  

Q. Now l e t  me r ead  you a couple  of t h i n g s .  We have 
aga in  t a l k e d  t o  Major WATKE, and I asked him about  t h i s .  Th i s  
a l s o  has  t o  do a l i t t l e  b i t  w i th  General  YOUNG as w e l l :  

"Q. Major WATKE, I t h i n k  you covered t h i s  b u t  pos- 
s i b l y  t h e  language used by General  YOUNG might jog 
your  memory i n  some r e s p e c t .  I ' d  l i k e  t o  r e a d  you 
a couple  of q u e s t i o n s  and answers t h a t  General  YOUNG 
gave. General  PEERS asked him: "Did you g e t  t h e  i m ­
p r e s s i o n  t h a t  i t  w a s  an i n d i s c r i m i n a t e  o r  unneces- 
s a r y  f i r i n g  and k i l l i n g  of noncombatants?" 
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Th i s  i s  d i s c u s s i n g  t h e  r e p o r t  he r ece ived  from Colonel  
HOLLADAY and y o u r s e l f .  General  Young s a i d :  

"A.  No, s i r ,  I d i d n ' t  g e t  t h a t  impress ion ."  

And then  t h e r e  a r e  some u n i n t e l l i g i b l e  words t h e r e  end ing  w i t h  
"be ing  d i r e c t e d  towards t h e  noncombatants?" 

n ~ .  NO,  s ir .  

"Q. Was i n d i c a t i o n  given t o  you of  t h e  number o r  
o r d e r  of magnitude of  noncombatants who w e r e  k i l l e d  
o r  who were observed t o  be dead i n  t h e  b a t t l e  a r e a ?  

"A. There was no i n d i c a t i o n  g iven  t o  me t h a t  t h e  p i l o t  
had observed any dead noncombatants t o  t h e  b e s t  o f  h i s  
knowledge. What he observed was t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e y  
w e r e  be ing  f i r e d  i n t o  by t h e  f r i e n d l y  f o r c e s ,  and i n  an 
e f f o r t  o r  a t t empt  t o  save  t h e  noncombatants he  f lew 
h i s  h e l i c o p t e r  over  t h e r e ,  l anded  t h e r e ,  and p u t  them 
i n  t h e  p r o t e c t e d  a r e a .  Then he f lew back t o  t h e  
f r i e n d l y  a r e a  and adv i sed  t h e  p l a t o o n  l e a d e r  what 
he had done, and he t o l d  him no t  t o  f i r e  i n t o  t h e  non­
combatants.  That  i s  my impress ion of whaL I g o t  from 
Colonel  HOLLADAY." 

A l i t t l e  l a t e r ,  General  PEERS aga in  asked: 

"Q. And you ga ined  no impress ion concern ing  i n d i s c r i -  
minate f i r i n g  i n t o  and k i l l i n g  of noncombatants."  

General  YOUNG answered: 

"A. I ga ined  t h e  impress ion ,  General  PEERS, t h a t  
c i v i l i a n s  were i n  a c r o s s f i r e  between t h e  f r i e n d l y  
f o r c e s  and t h e  enemy f o r c e s .  Tha t ,  i n  an e f f o r t  t o  
s ave  t h e  c i v i l i a n s  and t o  i n s u r e  t h a t  t h e y  were n o t  
i n j u r e d ,  t h e  p i l o t  landed h i s  a i r p l a n e  and took  t h e  
a c t i o n  t h a t  I have desc r ibed .  I would s a y ,  t o  t h e  b e s t  
of my knowledge, t h e r e  was no mention made of  any non­
combatant c a s u a l t i e s .  I cannot  r e c a l l  b e i n g  informed 
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of  any noncombatant c a s u a l t i e s  caused by t h e  a c t i o n  
t h a t  I ' v e  desc r ibed .  " 

The answer by Major WATKE: 

"A. I r e c a l l  a l i t t l e  d i f f e r e n t l y  t h a n  t h a t .  

"Q. Could we have your  b e s t  r e c o l l e c t i o n ? "  

H i s  response:  

"A. For  example, i n  my mind, t h e  way they  saw t h e  
people  moving i n t o  t h e  a r e a .  They s a w  t h e  a r e a  be ing  
f i r e d  upon, and they  knew t h e  people  were i n  t h e r e .  
The l a n d i n g  was made t o  convey t h i s  i n fo rma t ion  t o  
t h e  pe r sonne l  on t h e  ground,  t h a t  t h e i r  f i r e  was i n  
f a c t  going i n t o  t h e  a r ea .  They d i d  n o t  l a n d  
o u t  i n  f r o n t  of  t h e  t r o o p s  b e f o r e  t hey  landed and . 

t a l k e d  t o  them. It was on ly  a f t e r  t hey  t a l k e d  t o  t h e  
. 	 	 mal l  on t h e  ground t h a t  t hey  went o u t  and landed and 

a t  t h e  t ime a c t u a l l y  moved t h e  people  and saw t h e  
wounded. 

"Q. I f  t h a t ' s  t h e  c a s e ,  'where does t h e  c o n f r o n t a t i o n  
come i n ?  

"A. S i r ,  because he landed simply t o  t e l l  them t h a t  
t h i s  f i r e  was be ing  r e c e i v e d  o u t  t h e r e  by people  t h a t  
w e  have seen ,  t h a t  were w i thou t  weapons and w e r e  pre­
dominantly women and c h i l d r e n .  "Don ' t  f i r e  any more 
i n  t h e r e  and w e ' l l  f l y  o u t  i n  t h e r e  -- w e ' l l  go o u t  
and f l y  over  t h i s  a r e a  t o  i n s u r e  t h e i r  s a f e t y . "  The 
i n d i v i d u a l  answered i n  response t h a t  no,  t hey  were 
n o t  going t o  t a k e  any chances.  I ' m  assuming t h a t  t h i s  
i s  what he meant, anyway, t h a t  they  were n o t  going 
t o  t a k e  t h e  chance of  be ing  f i r e d  upon, and t h a t  t hey  
were going t o  cont inue  t h e i r  o p e r a t i o n  a s  t hey  had been 
doing.  A t  t h a t  t ime ,  M r .  THOMPSON had t o l d  him t h a t  he 
w a s  going o u t  t h e r e  and t h a t  he had b e t t e r  n o t  g e t  
f i r e d  upon. And t h a t ' s  what he i n  f a c t  d i d .  He went 
o u t .  t h e r e  and moved t h e  people  he had s e e n ,  a s  I r e ­
c a l l ,  i n  t h e  a r e a  of a hootch.  A t  t h a t  t ime ,  I have 
i n  mind t h a t  t h e  c h i l d  was a l s o  among them, t h e  
c h i l d  t h a t  he took t o  t h e  h o s p i t a l .  Apparent ly  t h i s  
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i s  a l i t t l e  b i t  i n  c o n f l i c t  a l s o  w i th  t h e  -- whether  
t h e r e  was no l and ing  i n  f r o n t  of  t h e  t r o o p s  u n t i l  a f t e r  
t h e  d i s c u s s i o n  on t h e  ground between M r .  THOMPSON and 
t h e  o t h e r  i n d i v i d u a l s . "  

So, g e n e r a l l y ,  you s e e ,  you g e t  a d i s c u s s i o n  by Major WATKE of 
what on t h e  one hand General  YOUNG had i n d i c a t e d  and then  what 
Major WATKE had thought  was s a i d .  I could  go on. Here a r e  some 
s t a t e m e n t s  t aken  from t h e  General  YOUNG tes t imony:  

"Q..  . . Was any mention made t h e r e ,  t o  your r e c o l l e c t i o n ,  
. .

of  a l a r g e  number of  c i v i l i a n s ,  noncombatants, - .- be ing  
dead i n  a d i t c h .  

"A. Not t o  my r e c o l l e c t i o n .  That  was n o t  mentioned, 
s i ro  A s  I s a i d  b e f o r e ,  i f  my memory s e r v e s  me cor­
r e c t l y ,  I g o t  t h e  impress ion t h a t  noncombatants w e r e  
more o r  l e s s  i n  t h e  l i n e  of f i r e  and between t h e  enemy 
f o r c e s  and t h e  f r i e n d l y  f o r c e s .  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  
any mention be ing  made of any observance of  
any k i l l e d  noncombatants. 

"Q. O r  any mention made of  a c o n f r o n t a t i o n  which 
took  p l a c e  between a  p i l o t  of a  h e l i c o p t e r  and 
t h e  ground f o r c e s ?  

"A. Yes, s i r .  I r e c a l l  t h i s  i n c i d e n t  t h a t  took 
p l a c e  a f t e r  t h e  p i l o t  had l e f t  t h e  a r e a  t h a t  t h e  
c i v i l i a n s - - a n d  he rounded up t h e  c i v i l i a n s  i n  an 
e f f o r t -  t o  p r o t e c t  them. " 

It goes on t o  s ta te :  

"I  g o t  t h e  impress ion  from my conve r sa t ion  
w i t h  Colonel  HOLLADAY t h a t  t h e  f r i e n d l y  f o r c e s  
were n o t  d i r e c t i n g  f i r e  a t  t h e  noncombatants, b u t  
t h a t  t h e y  were i n  t h e  c r o s s f i r e .  My impress ion w a s  
t h a t  t h e y  were f i r i n g  i n t o  t h e  enemy, and t h e  
noncombatants were i n  t h e  c r o s s f i r e .  Does t h i s  
answer your q u e s t i o n ?  

"Q. Did you g e t  t h e  impress ion t h a t  it was i n d i s ­
c r i m i n a t e  o r  unnecessary f i r i n g  and k i l l i n g  of 
noncombatants?" 

"A. No, s i r ,  I d i d n ' t  g e t  t h e  impress ion  t h a t  it 
was probably  be ing  d i r e c t e d  towards t h e  non­
combatants.  No, s ir . " 
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"Q. Was any i n d i c a t i o n  given you a s  t o  t h e  number 
or  o r d e r  of  magnitude of noncombatants who were 
k i l l e d  o r  observed t o  be dead on t h e  b a t t l e f i e l d ? "  

The answer g iven  t o  t h i s  q u e s t i o n  was t h e  same as p rev ious ly .  
And t h i s  i s  r e p e a t e d  s e v e r a l  t i m e s :  

" I t  was my impress ion General  PEERS, t h a t  what was 
landed  was a  gunship,  a s  I mentioned - b e f o r e .  I g o t  
t h e  impress ion  t h a t  t h e  p i l o t  w e  a r e  speaking of was 
i n  a gunship.  I ' m  speak ing  now of t h e  UH-1B model, 
n o t  a bubble.  I never  g o t  t h e  impress ion  t h a t  
t h e  aero-scout  was t h e  one u s i n g  t h e  bubble  t h a t  
made t h e  c o n f r o n t a t i o n  t h a t  w e  spoke of  a  moment 
ago. I g o t  t h e  impress ion  it w a s  a gunship." 

There i s  one o t h e r  s t a t emen t :  

"A. I ga ined  t h e  i m p r e s s i o ~ ,  Gerieral PEERS, t h a t  
c i v i l i a n s  were i n  a c r o s s f i r e  between t h e  f r i e n d l y  
f o r c e s  and t h e  enemy f o r c e s ,  t h a t  i n  an e f f o r t  t o  save  
t h e  c i v i l i a n s  and t o  i n s u r e  t h a t  t hey  were n o t  i n j u r e d ,  
t h e  p i l o t  landed h i s  a i r p l a n e  and took  t h e  a c t i o n s  I 
d e s c r i b e d .  To t h e  b e s t  of my knowledge, t h e r e  was 
no mention made of  any noncombatant c a s u a l t i e s .  I 
c a n ' t  r e c a l l  be ing  informed of  any noncombatant c a s u a l -  
t i e s  caused by t h i s  a c t i o n  which I have d e s c r i b e d . "  

There  a r e  o t h e r  s t a t e m e n t s  which a r e  s imply a  r e p e t i ­
t i o n  of  t h i s .  NOW, as you can s e e ,  t h i s  i s  q u i t e  a t  v a r i a n c e  wit1 
what you have i n d i c a t e d ,  and t h a t  i s  t h e  reason  I would l i k e  a s  
much c l a r i f i c a t i o n  a s  p o s s i b l e  of  what ensued ,  how long  t h i s  con­
v e r s a t i o n  l a s t e d ,  and what w a s  covered ,  and s o  fo r th . '  

A. W e l l ,  s i r ,  accord ing  t o  my r e c o l l e c t i o n ,  it was as I 
s a i d ,  I b e l i e v e ,  t h r e e  t imes  now. Major WATME r e p e a t e d  t h e  s t o r y  
f o r  General  YOUNG much t h e  same, a t  l e a s t  t o  my s a t i s f a c t i o n .  I t  
w a s  t h e  same as he had t o l d  me t h e  p reced ing  n i g h t .  And-­

i r e  ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  I f  t h e r e  had been any v a r i a t i o n ,  you 
should  c e r t a i n l y  have s p o t t e d  it ,  shou ld  you n o t ?  
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A. Y e s ,  s i r ,  I would have.  I hea rd  t h a t  s t o r y  t h r e e  
t i m e s ,  and I remember a t  t h e  t i m e  t h e  remarkable  c l a r i t y  o r  s i m i ­
l a r i t y  between each  s t o r y  a s  he  had t o l d  it. And a l o n g  t h a t  l i n e ,  
I can recal l  my own concern  i f  I can c a l l  it t h a t ,  of  General  
YOUNG'S b e i n g  more concerned w i t h  ~ m e r i c a n s  f i r i n g  i n t o  Americans 
t h a n  t h e  r e p o r t  t h a t  a g r e a t  many c i v i l i a n s  had been k i l l e d  t h e  
p r eced ing  day.  A s  a  m a t t e r  of  f a c t ,  h i s  major  concern  was 
t h a t  one American was go ing  t o  f i r e  a t  ano the r .  

Q - Did you t a l k  t o  him a t  a l l  abou t  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  
p o i n t  t o  s o r t  of  f ocus  on t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h i s  l a r g e  number o f  
c i v i l i a n s  had been k i l l e d ?  

A. No, s i r .  

Q. I n  your  p r e v i o u s  t e s t imony  w e  had t a l k e d  about  o r d e r  
of  magnitude,  Colone l  HOLLADAY, and you i n d i c a t e d ,  w e l l ,  you 
d i d n ' t  know f o r  s u r e .  I b e l i e v e ,  f o r  some r e a s o n ,  t h a t  120 s t i c k s  
o u t  i n  your  mind. 

A. 120 s t u c k  i n  my mind. 

Q - When w e  subsequen t ly  t a l k e d  t o  Major WATKE abou t  t h i s ,  
he  t h e n  seemed t o  have t h e  impress ion  t h a t  what you a r e  r e a l l y  
t a l k i n g  about  was t h o s e  128 VC who had been k i l l e d .  Is t h a t  
what  you w e r e  d i s c u s s i n g ?  

A. Not a t  t h i s  t i m e ,  s ir .  When t h e  r e p o r t  was r ende red ,  
subsequen t  t o  t h e  a c t i o n ,  t h e  body count  was,  I b e l i e v e ,  128. 
However, a t  t h e  t i m e ,  w e  d i d n ' t  know t h a t .  A t  l e a s t  I d i d n ' t  
know t h a t  o f f i c i a l l y ,  anyway. The f i g u r e  t h a t  F red  used t h a t  
n i g h t  and subsequen t ly  t h e  fo l l owing  morning was, a s  I recal l ,  
a f i g u r e  o f  120.  And I do n o t  b e l i e v e  t h a t  I ' m  con fus ing  t h a t  
f i g u r e  o f  120 w i t h  t h e  subsequent  f i g u r e  o f  128 t h a t  was p u b l i s h e d  
as t h e  o f f i c i a l  body count  t h a t  day. 

Q - How long  d i d  t h i s  c o n v e r s a t i o n  l a s t ?  

A.  Something less t h a n  an hour  a s  I r e c a l l ,  

Q - ~ u i t ea l e n g t h y  p e r i o d ,  though? 

A. Y e s ,  sir. Fred  t o l d  t h e  s t o r y .  Then, t h e r e  w a s  a 
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u s u a l  -- I d o n ' t  know how t o  ph ra se  it. You j u s t  d o n ' t  t e l l  t h e  
s t o r y  l i k e  t h a t  i n  a  vacuum w i t h o u t  some, "Oh, my God," o r ,  " t h i s  
c a n ' t  b e , "  o r ,  " t h a t ' s  murder ,"  o r  words of  t h a t  c h a r a c t e r .  And 
t h e s e  w e r e  exchanged. "he most s p e c i f i c  ones  t h a t  I can r e c a l l  
i s  t h a t  w e  d o n ' t  want Americans s h o o t i n g  Americans. 

Q. Was it your  impress ion  t h a t  a s i d e  from t h i s  confron-  
t a t i o n ,  what w a s  b e i n g  r e p o r t e d  was, i n  f a c t ,  a r a t h e r  major  war 
cr ime? 

A. I d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  a t  t h a t  t i m e  t h a t  I cons ide red  t h e  
i n c i d e n t  i n  t e r m s  o f  a crime o r  an a t r o c i t y .  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  those  
t e rms  coming t o  my mind a t  t h a t  t i m e .  I can remember t h i n k i n g  
murder and i n d i s c r i m i n a t e  k i l l i n g ,  and I b e l i e v e  t h a t  d u r i n g  t h e  
cou r se  o f  it hav ing  been to ld - -Fred  t o l d  it t o  General  YOUNG 
and l a t e r  t o  t h e  assemblaqe down a t  LZ Dot t i e - - the  term murder 
b e i n g  used ,  and when I t o i d  t h e  s t o r y  t o  Colone l  PARSON on t h e  
a f t e r n o o n  of  t h e  1 6 t h .  

Q. The 1 6 t h ?  

A. I ' m  s o r r y ,  t h e  1 7 t h .  Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q- Do you r e c a l l  i f  such t e r m s  a s  i n d i s c r i m i n a t e  k i l l i n g s  
o r  unnecessa ry  k i l l i n g  o r  i n d i s c r i m i n a t e  f i r i n g  a t  c i v i l i a n s  and 
te rmino logy  such  as t h i s  was used? 

A. C e r t a i n l y  s i m i l a r  t e r m s .  I wou ldn ' t  be a b l e  t o  r e c a l l  
t h e  s p e c i f i c  words,  b u t  I b e l i e v e  I r e c a l l  t h e  t e r m  e x c e s s i v e  
and i n d i s c r i m i n a t e .  K i l l i n g  a bunch o f  c i v i l i a n s  down t h e r e ,  I 
b e l i e v e  t h a t  phrase - - I  can s ay  t h a t  p h r a s e  was used.  

Q- J u s t  w i t h  r e s p e c t  t o  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  p a r t ,  a s  f a r  as w e  
have gone now, do you have any q u e s t i o n s  you would l i k e  t o  a d d r e s s  
t o  Colonel  HOLLADAY, M r .  MACCRATE? M r .  WEST? 

M R W E S T :  I d o n ' t b e l i e v e  so .  

I 0 : W e ' l l  t a k e  a 5-minute a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  b reak  t o  t a k e  
, - a r e  o f  t h o s e  medica l  s h o t s  and g e t  t h o s e  beh ind  u s .  I t  w i l l  be 
ve ry  s h o r t .  

(The h e a r i n g  r e c e s s e d  a t  1345,  22 December 1969 . )  
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(The h e a r i n g  reconvened a t  1355, 22  December 1969.)  

10: The h e a r i n g  w i l l  come t o  o r d e r .  

RCDR : A l l  members p r e s e n t  when t h e  h e a r i n g  c lo sed  a r e  aga in  
p r e s e n t  w i t h  t h e  excep t ion  of  MR WALSH. 

I 0 : Before w e  proceed t o  t h e  n e x t  i n c i d e n t ,  I ' d  l i k e  M r .  
WEST t o  go ove r  some of  t h e  tes t imony a s  g iven  by Warrant O f f i c e r  
THOMPSON a s  what he  had passed  on. 

MR WEST: During your  p r i o r  t es t imony,  Colonel  HOLLADAY, you 
were asked what Major WATKE had t o l d  you when he came t o  see 
you t h e  evening  of  t h e  1 6 t h ,  and you addressed  t h i s  m a t t e r  i n  
two o r  t h r e e  p l a c e s  i n  your  t es t imony and I w i l l  r e a d  t h e s e  p a r t s .  

"Q . .  . . W i l l  you con t inue  your  s t o r y ,  p l e a s e ? "  

Colonel  HOLLADAY, your  answer: " I  can ' t r e c a l l  ve rba t im  what 
he t a l k e d  t o  me abuut .  'I. 

You were r e f e r r i n g  t o  Major WATKE a t  t h i s  t i m e .  

"But it was e s s e n t i a l l y  t h a t  M r .  THOMPSON had wi tnessed  
a l o t  o f  k i l l i n g  of c i v i l i a n s  t h a t  day a t  s o - c a l l e d  -
P i n k v i l l e .  I n  t h e  course  of t h e  a c t i o n  a t  a t ime  
t h a t  day,  he  s e t  h i s  h e l i c o p t e r  down, he was i n  an 
H - 2 3  model, and t h r e a t e n e d  t o  shoo t  some American 
s o l d i e r s  who were advancing.  And he persuaded them 
n o t  t o  advance f a r t h e r ,  and he g o t  them t o  compar­
a t i v e  s a f e t y .  And a t  t h i s  t ime he evacua ted  a c ~ i l d  
t o  a h o s p i t a l .  T h a t ' s  e s s e n t i a l l y  t h e  s t o r y  a s  I 
remember it . 
" Q .  Are you s u r e  t h a t  he i n d i c a t e d  t o  you t h a t  M r .  
THOMPSON had r e p o r t e d  t o  you t h a t  he had seen  t h e  
k i l l i n g  of  noncombatants? 

"A. Yes, s ir .  One ph rase  s t i c k s  i n  my mind, t h a t  
' t h e r e  w a s  a s e r g e a n t  s t a n d i n g  on t h e  bank o f  a d i t c h  
f i r i n g  an M-16 or  M-60 r i f l e  a t  c i v i l i a n s  who w e r e  
s t a n d i n g  i n  t h e  d i t c h ,  t h e  people.who were i n  t h e  
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d i t c h  h id ing .  Two t h i n g s  remain i n  my mind from t h a t  
conve r sa t ion :  it was t h e  shoo t ing  i n  t h e  d i t c h  and 
h i s  t h r e a t e n i n g  t o  f i r e  upon American s o l d i e r s  who 
were advancillg toward t h i s  cave.  

"Q. Do you r e c a l l  whether he saw t h i s  i n d i v i d u a l  
s h o o t i n g  i n t o  t h i s  d i t c h  o r  he saw h i s  weapon p o i n t i n g  
i n t o  t h e  d i r e c t i o n  of t h e  d i t c h  and subsequent ly  hea rd  
what he cons ide red  g u n f i r e ?  

"A. S i r ,  a s  I r e c a l l  t h e  s t o r y ,  a s  it was t o l d  t o  m e  
t h a t  n igh t - -  

"Q. T h a t ' s  what I want. I d o n ' t  want t o  c o l o r  it, 
n o t  a b i t .  

"A. Yes, s i r .  H e  observed t h e  s e r g e a n t  s t a n d i n g  on 
t h e  bank of t h e  d i t c h  f i r i n g  i n t o  t h e  c i v i l i a n s  
crowding i n t o  t h e  d i t c h .  

"Q. Did he g i v e  any i n d i c a t i o n  how many people  were 
i n  t h i s  d i t c h ?  

"A. A g r e a t  many. I c a n ' t  r e c a l l  t h e  number about  
t h a t  i n c i d e n t .  I c a n ' t  r e c a l l  t h e  number r evea l ed .  

"Q. But it d i d  g i v e  t h e  impress ion  t h a t  a  l a r g e  
number of c i v i l i a n s  were i n  t h e  d i t c h .  Did he i n ­
d i c a t e  what k ind  o f  s e r g e a n t  it was? 

"A. N O ,  s i r ,  I d o n ' t  remember." 

Another q u e s t i o n  l a t e r  on: 

"Q. . , .Aside from t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  i n c i d e n t ,  d i d  
t h e y  r e l a t e - - d i d  he i n d i c a t e  how many a d d i t i o n a l  
c i v i l i a n s  he might have seen  k i l l e d  o r  wounded? 

"A. I would h e s t i t a t e  t o  s a y ,  b u t  t h e  f i g u r e  120 
s t i c k s  i n  my mind. But I d o n ' t  know whether t h a t  
evo lved  from t h a t  conve r sa t ion  o r  a s  a l a t e r  f i g u r e . "  

And a l i t t l e  l a t e r  i n  t h e  tes t imony:  
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"Q. ...So he r e l a t e d  t o  you b a s i c a l l y  t h e  two th ings  ' 

t h a t  s t a n d  o u t  i n  your mind. Would you p lease  r epea t  
those  again.  These a r e  important  t o  us here.  

"A. Two th ings  s t and  ou t  i n  my mind about t h a t  conver­
s a t i o n .  I might po in t  ou t  t h a t  we t a l k e d  f o r  some t i m e ,  
I t  j u s t  d i d n ' t  t ake  5 minutes. M r .  THOMPSON 
had seen many c i v i l i a n s  being k i l l e d .  One group i n  the 
d i t c h  was being f i r e d  on from t h e  bank by a sergeant .  
Another group of 1 2  were e i t h e r  t r y i n g  t o  g e t  t o  a 
cave o r  he took them t o  a cave. They were being advanced 
upon by a group of ~ m e r i c a n  s o l d i e r s .  And he put  h i s  
h e l i c o p t e r  down and th rea tened  t o  shoot  t h e  American 
s o l d i e r s  i f  they  advanced f a r t h e r .  He e i t h e r  go t  them 
i n t o  a  cave o r  o u t  of a cave t o  comparative s a f e t y ,  and, 
a s  I r e c a l l ,  he evacuated t h e  c h i l d  t o  t h e  h o s p i t a l . "  

Now, t h i s  i s  your p r i o r  testimony about what Major WATKE 
t o l d  you t h a t  n i g h t ,  t h e  n igh t  of t h e  16 th .  Is t h i s  t h e  s t o r y  
t h a t  he twice l a t e r  repeated ,  f i r s t  t o  General YOUNG i n  h i s  off ice,  
and l a t e r  t o  the  group i n  Colonel BARKER'S van c o n s i s t i n g  of you, 
WATKE, Colonel HENDERSON, Colonel BARKER, and General YOUNG? 1 

'I 

A. Yes, s ir ,  i t  was t h e  same s t o r y .  6.' 
I0 : Let  t h e  record show t h a t  when t h e  hear ing  came t o  
o rde r  t h a t  General PEERS i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  before  pass ing  on t o  I
another  p o i n t ,  t h a t  I would l i k e  M r .  WEST t o  r e f r e s h  Colonel 
HOLLADAY's memory a s  t o  t h e  testimony he had given i n  t h e  
previous hear ing .  Colonel HOLLADAY, we have it f a i r l y  w e l l  es ­
t a b l i s h e d ,  I b e l i e v e ,  t h a t  t h e  meeting a t  LZ Dot t i e  took p lace  
on t h e  morning of t h e  18th?  

A. Y e s ,  sir,  I concede t h a t .  

Q =  You w i l l  r e c a l l  t h a t  t h e r e  was some d i scuss ion  be- 
tween yourse l f  and Major WATKE, and a l s o  t h e  l e t t e r  which he 
had s e n t  t o  h i s  wife .  Since t h a t . t i m e  we have rece ived  another  
i n d i c a t o r  t h a t  something took p lace  a t  LZ o r  F i r e  Support Base 
Bronco on t h e  17 th .  I have here  an e x t r a c t  from t h e  10sof t h e  
1 1 t h  Brigade covering t h e  per iod  17 through 2 1  March. I ' d  
l i k e  t o  have t h i s  e n t e r e d  i n t o  t h e  record as an e x h i b i t  t o  
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be  l a t e r  modi f ied  when we o b t a i n  t h e  e n t i r e  log .  This  c o n t a i n s  
. 	 	 an e n t r y  o f  17 March 1968, t ime 1 0 : 4 0 .  Desc r ip t ion :  "DTOC: 

Colonel  HOLLADAY, d i v i s i o n  a v i a t i o n  o f f i c e r ,  ha s  been d i r e c t e d  
t o  have a meeting wi th  Colonel  HENDERSON, Major MCKNIGHT and 
CO, ae ro-scout  company. He would l i k e  f o r  Major MCKNIGHT t o  
set up t h i s  meeting today i f  p o s s i b l e  and l e t  him know where 
and t ime.  Act ion t aken :  Request DTOC n o t i f y  aero-scout  
commander meet ing today a t  1 4 0 0  hours . "  

(The 11 th  Brigade l o g  e x t r a c t s  w e r e  l a t e r  
  

r e c e i v e d  i n  ev idence  a s  E x h i b i t  M-15.) 
 


A. Thi s  was on t h e  1 7 t h ?  

Q. This  w a s  on t h e  1 7 t h .  I n  a d d i t i o n ,  w e  have h e r e  
t h e  l o g  of  Task Force Barker  f o r  t h e s e  days ,  and it shows h e r e  
on t h e  18 th  t h a t  Colonel  HENDERSON a r r i v e d  a t  9:05,  and t h a t  
General  YOUNG a r r i v e d  a t  9 : 1 0  on t h e  morning o f  t h e  18 th .  

A . 	 	  I w a s  mistaken obvious ly  i n  my--it a l l  occu r r ed  
  
i n  t h a t  same day.  
  

Q. This  i s  very  ea sy  t o  unders tand .  A l l  we a r e  t r y i n g  
t o  do i s  p u t  t h e  e v e n t s  i n t o  p rope r  focus .  A s  f a r  a s  t h e  day,  
t h i s  r e a l l y  i s n ' t  t h e  impor tan t  p o i n t  i n  o u r  p o i n t  of view. The 
impor tan t  t h i n g  i s  what t r a n s p i r e d  and what w a s  s a i d .  Now, 
b r i n g i n g  y o u r s e l f  down t o  t h e  meet ing a t  LZ D o t t i e ,  do you 
r e c a l l  how long  General  YOUNG s t a y e d  a t  t h i s  meet ing.  A s  I 
would r e c a l l  your p rev ious  tes t imony,  you i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  
t h e  meet ing l a s t e d  about  4 0  t o  45 minutes?  

A. Yes, sir.  

Q. From General  YOUNG we g e t  t h e  impress ion  t h a t  he 
a r r i v e d ,  s a i d  a few t h i n g s  and, as you have i n d i c a t e d ,  d i r e c t e d  
an i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  and d e p a r t e d  s h o r t l y  t h e r e a f t e r ,  l e a v i n g  you,  
Major WATKE, Colonel  BARKER, and Colonel  HENDERSON 
t o g e t h e r  t o  f u r t h e r  d i s c u s s  t h i s  s i t u a t i o n .  

A, I d o n ' t  remember it t h a t  way, s i r .  The meeting 
qas concluded a t  some g e s t u r e  o r  d i r e c t i v e  o r  words,  i f  you 

w i l l ,  from General  YOUNG. BARKER and WATKE and I may have 
had some c h i t c h a t  t h e r e .  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  it. Again, a s  I 
r e c a l l ,  I f lew my own h e l i c o p t e r ,  t h a t  i s ,  t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  
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t h a t  I used down t h e r e .  And Fred had h i s  own company h e l i c o p t e r  
down t h e r e ,  s o  I wouldn ' t  have gone down t h e r e  w i t h  him. 
To my r e c o l l e c t i o n ,  t h e r e  was no d i s c u s s i o n  fo l lowing  t h a t  
meeting t h a t  would d i r e c t l y  b e a r  on t h e  c o n t e n t  of  t h e  meeting.  

Q- I n  t h i s  same l o g  ( E x h i b i t  M-15) we have an e n t r y  
which shows General  YOUNG'S d e p a r t u r e  a t  approximately  9:30, 
which would have g iven  a t o t a l  t i m e  t h e r e  f o r  General  YOUNG 
of about 2 0  minutes.  

A. I would have s a i d  it would have been l o n g e r ,  
cons ide rab ly  l onge r ,  tw ice  t h a t  amount. 

Q .  A s  f a r  as t h e  d i s c u s s i o n  i s  concerned,  d i d  Major 
WATKE aga in  go o v e r  t h e  s a l i e n t  f e a t u r e s  t h a t  w e r e  j u s t  
covered by M r .  WEST? 

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  

Q. The people  i n  t h e  d i t c h ?  

A. Yes, s i r ,  t h e  people  i n  t h e  d i t c h  w e r e  s p e c i f i ­
c a l l y  mentioned aga in .  THOMPSON t h r e a t e n i n g  t o  f i r e  on t h e  
American s o l d i e r s ,  t h i s  w a s  b rought  o u t .  Excess ive  k i l l i n g ,  
p r e t t y  much, a s  n e a r  as I can r e c a l l ,  t h e  ve ry  s a m e  s t o r y  t h a t  
he t o l d  m e  on t h e  day be fo re .  

Q- I n  your  judgment, w a s  t h e  s t o r y  t h a t  was heard  
of s u f f i c i e n t  import  t h a t  it r e q u i r e d  immediate and a g r e s s i v e  
a c t i o n  t o  de te rmine  t h e  f a c t s  and r e p o r t  t h e  f i n d i n g s ?  

A. Yes, s ir ,  it most c e r t a i n l y  was. I t  w a s  my 
impress ion t h a t  t h i s  a c t i o n  General  YOUNG had t aken  i n  
o r d e r i n g  Colone l  HENDERSON t o  i n v e s t i g a t e  t h i s  t h i n g .  Whether 
he  s a i d  t h i s  i n c i d e n t  o r  what h i s  s p e c i f i c  word was t h e r e ,  
I d o n ' t  recall .  I r e c o l l e c t  him say ing :  "1 want you t o  
i n v e s t i g a t e  t h i s  and g e t  it t o  me." Again, I can remember 
very  d i s t i n c t l y  it w a s  a very  s h o r t  p e r i o d  of  t ime i n  which 
he was t o  conclude t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  something less t h a t  72 
hour s ,  I t h i n k  a  couple  of  days. I remember a g a i n  t h i n k i n g  
t h a t ' s  an awful  b r i e f  span of  t i m e  t o  have t o  i n v e s t i g a t e  
something, what I cons ide red  something of  t h i s  magnitude. 
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Q. There was a l s o  a s t a t emen t  t h a t  you brought  o u t  
t o  t h e  e f f e c t  t h a t  General  YOUNG o r  somebody made a s t a t e ­
ment t o  t h e  e f f e c t  t h a t  i t ' s  on ly  t h e  f i v e  of u s  i n  he re  
t h a t  know about  t h i s .  

A. Y e s ,  s i r ,  t h a t  w a s  h i s  opening remark, and we 
were down i n  BARKER'S van. "We ' r e  t h e  on ly  f i v e  people  
t h a t  know about  t h i s . "  I presumed a t  t h a t  t ime he was 
t a l k i n g  about  t h e  meeting. I assumed he was t a l k i n g  about 
t h e  meeting because obvious ly  t h e r e  w e r e  a g r e a t  many o t h e r  
people  t h a t  knew about  t h e  i n c i d e n t .  THOMPSON knew about  
it. 

Q What d i d  he t e l l  Colonel  HENDERSON t h a t  he 
wanted him t o  do a s i d e  from i n v e s t i g a t i n g  t h i s ?  Did he . 
i n d i c a t e  t h a t  you were t h e r e  and WATKE was t h e r e ,  g e t
t h e s e  o t h e r  peop le ,  o r  how d i d  he go about  expanding t h a t ?  

A. S i r ,  I c a n ' t  r e c a l l  h i s  expanding on i t  o t h e r  
t han  I want you t o  i n v e s t i g a t e  t h i s .  I c a n ' t  r e c a l l  any spe ­
c i f i c  d i r e c t i v e s  o r  any more s p e c i f i c  guidance than  those  
words: "I want you t o  i n v e s t i g a t e  t h i s ,  have it t o  me..." 
i n  a p e r i o d  of t ime.  

Q- Did he say  he wanted it t o  come t o  him o r  t h a t  
he wanted him t o  r e p o r t  t o  t h e  d i v i s i o n  commander. 

A. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  him any s p e c i f i c s  i n  t h a t  
r ega rd  e i t h e r .  However, t h e  i m p l i c a t i o n  was t h a t  it was 
t o  come t o  him. I l e f t  t h e  meeting wi th  t h e  unders tanding  
t h a t  t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  would come t o  General  YOUNG. 

MR MACCRATE: Do you remember any r e f e r e n c e  t o  any o t h e r  
members of t h e  aero-scout  u n i t  i n  connec t ion  w i t h  t h i s  
d e s c r i p t i o n  t h a t  Major WATKE gave? Anything t h a t  would 
have sugges t ed  t h a t  Colonel  HENDERSON, i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  
speaking  w i t h  Warrant O f f i c e r  THOMPSON, might speak 
w i t h  o t h e r  members of  t h e  u n i t ?  

-
, e I want t o  say  t h a t  Fred mentioned t h a t  some 
gunsh ips ,  B models, had gone i n  t h e r e  and p icked  some people  
up. But I d o n ' t  r e a l l y  remember, s i r ,  whether he made 
t h a t  s t a t e m e n t  o r  n o t .  Other  than  t h a t  t h e r e  would be 
no r e f e r e n c e  t o  anyone e l s e  i n  t h e  123d Avia t ion  B a t t a l i o n .  
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Q - Do you remember t h e  names of  THOMPSON'S crew be ing  
mentioned? 

A. No, sir. 

Q- .Does t h e  name S p e c i a l i s t  COLBURN r i n g  any b e l l  
w i th  you? 

A. Not as it r e l a t e d  t o  t h i s  meeting w e  had down t h e r e ,  
o r  t o  t h i s  s t o r y  f o r  t h a t  m a t t e r .  

Q- O r  S p e c i a l i s t  ANDREOTTA? 

A. Again s i r ,  n o t  i n  r e l a t i o n  t o  t h i s  s t o r y .  

Q- O r  Warrant O f f i c e r  CULVERHOUSE? 

A. Again, n o t  i n  connec t ion  wi th  t h i s  s t o r y ,  sir.  I 
knew of  t h e s e  people ,  b u t  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  t h e i r  names coming 
o u t  i n  r e l a t i o n  t o  t h i s  s t o r y .  

Q. W e l l ,  from what you can r e c a l l ,  can you i d e n t i f y  
anyth ing  t h a t  had t r a n s p i r e d  t h a t  would l e a d  t o  one o r  more 
of t h e s e  i n d i v i d u a l s  t h a t  I ' v e  mentioned be ing  c a l l e d  up t o  
t a l k  w i th  Colonel  HENDERSON a f t e r  your meeting t h a t  day? 

A. I had a n t i c i p a t e d ,  as a r e s u l t  of h i s  be ing  
d i r e c t e d  t o  conduct  t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  t h a t  he  would c a l l  
me and some o f  my people  down t o  Duc Pho t o  be  t a l k e d  t o ,  
and t o  t h e  b e s t  of my knowledge w e  never  w e r e .  I c e r t a i n l y  
was no t .  And i f  Fred WATKE went down t h e r e  t o  t a l k  t o  him, 
I d o n ' t  e v e r  recal l  it o c c u r r i n g .  

Q- Were you aware of any on-the-spot i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  
commencing t h e r e  a f t e r  you l e f t ?  

A. S i r ,  I assumed, and t h i s  has  on ly  been an 
assumption,  t h a t  it was t o  beg in ,  b u t  I saw no ev idence  of  it 
beginning.  That  i s ,  Colonel  HENDERSON d i d n ' t  t a l k  t o  m e .  

Q. And you had gone b e f o r e  any o t h e r s  came t o  have 
con\ , r sa t ion  wi th  Colonel  HENDERSON? 
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A. A s  I r e c a l l  when we broke up, I was parked down on 
t h e  h e l i p a d  from where t h e  aero-scouts  s t a g e d ,  and s o  was Fred 
WATKE. And i t ' s  s o r t  of a l ong ,  winding road down t h e r e  o u t s i d e  
of  the f i r e  suppor t  base .  I can r e c a l l  walking down t h a t  road  
w i t h  him. W e  j u s t  depa r t ed .  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  any r e l a t e d  d i s -  
cus s ion  w i t h  Colonel  HENDERSON o r  Frank BARKER f o r  t h a t  m a t t e r .  

Q- From t h e  in fo rma t ion  we have,  it appears  t h a t  Major 
WATKE took t h a t  windy road  down and s e n t  Warrant O f f i c e r  
THOMPSON up t o  s e e  Colonel  HENDERSON s h o r t l y  a f t e r ,  and t h a t  
Warrant O f f i c e r  THOMPSON w a s  accompanied by one o r  more 
members of t h e  u n i t .  We have been t r y i n g  t o  p i e c e  t h e  t h i n g  
t o g e t h e r .  I w a s  wondering i f  t h i s  g e n e r a l  o u t l i n e  of t h e  
p a t t e r n  of t h e  t h i n g  would b r ing '  back t o  you anyth ing  more a s  
t o  t h e  c i rcumstances  a t  t h a t  t ime.  

A. No, sir. I ' m  s o r r y  t h a t  it d o e s n ' t .  

10: M r .  WEST. 

MR WEST: With r e f e r e n c e  t o  t h e  remark of General  YOUNG, 
" t h e r e  i s  j u s t  t h e  f i v e  of us  who know about  t h i s , "  I 
g a t h e r  no th ing  f u r t h e r  w a s  s a i d  t o  e x p l a i n  t h i s .  I g a t h e r  
from your  tes t imony t h a t  t h a t  d i d n ' t  evoke any response  from 
anybody, o r  any d i s c u s s i o n ?  

A. You mean a s  t o  t h e  f a c t  that  w e  were t h e  on ly  f i v e ?  
I t  was s o r t  of  an  opening g e s t u r e .  

Q. And he  d i d n ' t  e x p l a i n  i t ?  

A. No, s ir .  

Q- What d i d  you unders tand  him t o  mean by t h a t ?  

A.  I presumed a t  t h e  t ime t h a t  he w a s  t a l k i n g  about  
t h e  meeting t h a t  w e  were ho ld ing  i n  t h e r e .  

Q m  I unders tand ,  b u t  why would he s ay  such a t h i n g ?  

A I c a n ' t  speak f o r  General  YOUNG. I d o n ' t  know why 
h s  made t h e  s t a t emen t .  I g o t  t h e  impress ion  t h i s  made it s o r t  
of an e x c l u s i v e  t h i n g .  I c a n ' t  ana lyze  it much better than  
tha t .  

Q. Could i t  conce ivab ly  have been d i r e c t e d  toward t h e  f a c t  
t h a t  it i s  j u s t  t h e  f i v e  of us who knows t h i s  t h i n g  i s  going 
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t o  be i n v e s t i g a t e d ?  

A. I d i d n ' t  t a k e  it t h a t  way, sir.  I assumed a t  t h a t  
time he  was t a l k i n g  about t h i s  meeting t h a t  was t a k i n g  p l a c e  a t  
t h i s  t ime,  .and t h a t  w e  were t h e  only ones i n  on it. 

Q. And t h e r e  wasn ' t  some genera l  understanding as t o  
what he meant by saying t h a t ,  t o  keep q u i e t  about it, t h a t  t h i s  
i s  a r e a l  close-hold t h i n g ?  

A. No, s i r ,  t h e r e  wasn ' t .  But,  by saying  that ,  it 
sugges ts  t h a t  he wanted t o  g e t  o u t  of t h e r e ,  b u t  t h a t  w a s  never 
s a i d .  I had t h a t  f e e l i n g .  W e  a r e  t h e  only ones t h a t  knew 
about it, and t h a t  made i t  s o r t  of  an exc lus ive  group. 

Q We quest ioned General YOUNG. I asked him about 
t h i s  and he s a i d :  " I  never made such a s ta tement ."  

A. I can remember very c l e a r l y  h i s  making t h a t  
  
s t a t ement ,  sir. 
  

Q I t e l l  you t h i s  t o  p a r t l y  i n d i c a t e  why we  have 
been asking you again about t h i s  and t h e  problem w e  a r e  faced 
wi th  a t  t h i s  po in t .  I g a t h e r  t h e r e  is no doubt i n  your mind 
about him having made t h a t  s ta tement? 

A. No, s ir .  None whatsoever. 

MR WALSH : Colonel, d i d  Major WATKE eve r  d i s c u s s  w i t h  you 
the  rumors about 1 6  March i n  h i s  company, any speech he may have 
made t o  them with r e s p e c t  t o  n o t  having rumors going around, 

. and t h a t  t h e  m a t t e r  w a s  be ing  i n v e s t i g a t e d ?  

A. Not t h a t  I can r e c a l l .  It could have e a s i l y  
  
happened wi thout  h i s  mentioning i t  t o  me. 
 

Q Do you r e c a l l  eve r  having a d i scuss ion  wi th  Major 
WATKE o r  anybody e l s e  about t h e  rumors of the March 16 th  
opera t  ion?  

A. We ta lked  about it s e v e r a l  t imes.  I d o n ' t  know 
whether i t  was d iscussed  i n  t h e  context  of t h e r e  a r e  a l o t  
of rumors going around o r  no t .  I d o n ' t  e v e r  r e c a l l  us d i s ­
cussing t h i s  case i n  a  context  t h a t  t h e r e  a r e  a l o t  of rumors 
going around. No, i f  t h a t ' s  what you ' r e  asking m e .  
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Q e  You say  t h a t  s e v e r a l  t imes a f t e r  the 1 8 t h  you 
d iscussed  t h e  ma t t e r  w i t h  Major WATKE? 

A. Y e s .  We t a l k e d  about i t  in a sense  t h a t ,  w e l l ,  I 
would have t o  put  t h a t  i n  t h e  negat ive  sense .  I know t h a t  a f t e r  
t h e  meeting down a t  LZ D o t t i e ,  I c o u l d n ' t  say t h a t  we  never 
d iscussed  it aga in ,  FRED and I. I know we d i d ,  b u t  I d o n ' t  
r e c a l l  t h e  s p e c i f i c  d a t e ,  nor d i d  we d i s c u s s  i t  any f u r t h e r  
than what I have r e l a t e d  he re .  

Q Do you r e c a l l  i f  those  d i scuss ions  were focused 
on t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  a s p e c t ,  whether it was going forward 
e t  c e t e r a ,  o r  whether i t  was j u s t  recount ing ,  t h e i r  d i scuss ing  
again t h e  ma t t e r s  t h a t  had been r e l a t e d  by Chief Warrant 
O f f i c e r  THOMPSON? 

A. As f a r  as  t h a t  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  i s  concerned, t h e  t i m e  
between General YOUNG d i r e c t i n g  t h a t  it be i n v e s t i g a t e d  and t h e  
t ime t h a t  I saw t h e  submit ted i n v e s t i g ~ t i o n ,I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  
hear ing  of it o r  t a l k i n g  about i t  with anyone during t h a t  
per iod .  

Q I 'm n o t ,c l e a r  what i t  was you were d i scuss ing  
wi th  Major WATKE. 

A. Well, it would have been t h e  i n c i d e n t  i t se l f - -our  
meeting down a t  LZ Dot t i e .  There was one s p e c i f i c ,  t oo .  
When we rece ived  t h a t  l i t t l e  congra tu la tory  message, w e  
discussed it a t  t h a t  time. 

Q - Would you g ive  us everyth ing  t h a t  you can r e c a l l ,  
what you s a i d  t o  Major WATKE and what he s a i d  t o  you? 

A, Well, when we g o t  t h a t  message, I was s u r p r i s e d .  
I c a l l e d  Fred up t o  look a t  it because o u r  p a r t i c i p a t i o n ,  
t h a t  i s  t h e  123d Aviation B a t t a l i o n ,  d i d n ' t  appear t o  me 
t o  warrant  a  congra tu la tory  message of t h a t  type .  I f  t h e r e  
is  a s p e c i f i c ,  _itwas t h a t .  

Q - W e l l ,  I ' m  missing something he re .  You contacted 
him and you showed him t h e  message, I t ake  i t ?  

A. Y e s .  
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Q- And expressed  your op in ion  t h a t  it w a s  n o t  warranted.  
Is t h e r e  anyth ing  more t h a n  t h a t ?  

A. Y e s .  

Q I t  w a s n ' t  war ran ted  f o r  what reason?  

A. W e l l ,  I f e l t  a t  t h e  t i m e ,  and I subsequent ly  f e e l  
t h a t  I w a s  n o t  j u s t i f i e d  i n  t h a t  thought ,  b u t  i n  a l l  honesty  
I f e l t  t h a t  I should  r e l a y  t h a t  thought  t h a t  t hey  gave us  a 
l i t t l e  message, u s ,  my b a t t a l i o n  and FRED WATKE's 
company, a s  a s o r t  of  reward i f  you w i l l ,  j u s t  t o  keep 
q u i e t .  That  w a s  my thought  a t  t h e  t i m e .  

Q. id you r e l a y  t h a t  thought  t o  Major WATKE? 

A. I probably d i d ,  a l though  I c a n ' t  recal l  s p e c i f i c a l l y .  
-1probably d i d .  

a* Did he agree  w i t h  you? 

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  

Q - I have no th ing  more. 

I0: Colonel  FRANKLIN? 

COL FRANKLIN: No, sir. 

I0: Congra tu la tory  message M-7, t h i s  i s  from t h e  CG 
America1 Div i s ion  t o  t h e  CO 1 1 t h  L igh t  I n f a n t r y  Brigade 
and CO 123d Avia t ion  B a t t a l i o n .  This i s  t h e  l e t t e r  t o  
which you a r e  r e f e r r i n g .  Le t  t h e  r e c o r d  i n d i c a t e  t h a t  
~ x h i b i tM-7 was shown t o  t h e  w i t n e s s .  

Colonel  HOLLADAY, i n  your  t es t imony you say  (page 1 7 ) :
.. 

"A. I l e f t  o u t  one t h i n g  he re .  On t h e  n i g h t  
o f  t h e  1 7 t h ,  o r  t h e  a f t e rnoon  of  t h e  1 7 t h ,  I went . t o  t h e  c h i e f  of  s t a f f ,  Colonel  PARSON, and t o l d  him 
t h e  s t o r y .  

"Q. So by t h e  end o f  t h a t  day i n  t h e  headqua r t e r s  
o f  t h e  A m e r i c a 1  D i v i s i o n ,  t h e  commander knew it, 
t h e  ADC f o r  maneuver u n i t s  knew it ,  t h a t  i s  
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General  YOUNG, and t h e  ch ie f  of s t a f f  knew it. 
Knew what you knew? 

"A. I would have t o  say t h a t  I c a n ' t  remember 
i f  it was t h a t  n i g h t  t h a t  General YOUNG t o l d  
me t h a t  he had t o l d  General  KOSTER, o r  i f  it 
w a s  t h e  following day. 

"Q. But i r r e s p e c t i v e  o f  whether we ' r e  t a l k i n g  
about t h e  n i g h t  o r  e a r l y  i n  t h e  morning of t h e  
following day,  i t ' s  s t i l l  l a t e  on t h e  17 th  o r  
e a r l y  on t h e  18th?"  

And your response was, "Yes, sir." 

I ' m  coming down t o  Colonel PARSON. W e  have no 
i n d i c a t i o n  r e a l l y  from Colonel PARSON t h a t  he had d iscussed  
t h i s  i n c i d e n t  wi th  you, although I must say t h a t  he d i d  
no t  say s o  i n  an a f f i r m a t i v e  tone.  

"Q. Do you have any knowledge o f  what happened 
i n  t h i s  pe r iod  of t ime t h a t  w e  a r e  t a l k i n g  
about ,  t h i s  My Lai ( 4 )  i n c i d e n t  when a  h e l i c o p t e r  
p i l o t  saw some people apparent ly  being k i l l e d  
unnecessar i ly  t h a t  an ADC was going t o  look i n t o ,  
do you remember anything o t h e r  than t h a t ? "  

"A. Yes, sir ,  a l i t t l e  more. I r e c a l l  t h a t  I 
dropped t h e  i n c i d e n t  from my mind because I d o n ' t  
r e c a l l  hear ing  any more about it. Sometime 
l a t e r  t h e r e  was a  document which I b e l i e v e  was 
on t h e  same s u b j e c t ,  w r i t t e n  by e i t h e r  t h e  
province chief  of Quang Ngai Province o r  t h e  
2d ARVN Division commander. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  a t  
t h e  moment which one i t  was, b u t  it was an 
o f f i c i a l  ou t  of Quang Ngai, a  South Vietnamese 
o f f i c i a l ,  about t h i s  i n c i d e n t ,  apparent ly  t h i s  
same i n c i d e n t .  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  t h e  con ten t  of 
t h e  document. I r e c a l l  t h e  s u b j e c t  of t h e  l e t t e r  
had t o  do with t h e  k i l l i n g  o r  t h e  unnecessary 
k i l l i n g  of c i v i l i a n s ,  poss ib ly  from a r t i l l e r y ,  
o r  what source  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l . "  
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La te r  on, ques t ions  asked: 

"Q. Do you r e c a l l  a t ime ,  w i t h i n  about t h i s  per­
i o d ,  when Colonel HOLLADAY of your 123d Aviation 
B a t t a l i o n  and Major WATKE asked f o r  an audience 
wi th  e i t h e r  General YOUNG o r  General KOSTER? 

"A. I d o n ' t  a t  t h e  moment, b u t  i t ' s  e n t i r e l y  
p o s s i b l e  t h a t  t h a t ' s  where I learned  of t h e  
h e l i c o p t e r  p i l o t ' s  r e p o r t .  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  i t  
s p e c i f i c a l l y, sir . " 

Q. So I would l i k e  a l i t t l e  c l a r i f i c a t i o n  o f  t h a t  
with r e s p e c t  t o  Colonel PARSON. 

A. S i r ,  on t h e  af te rnoon of t h e  17th-­

Q. ( In te rpos ing)  Are we t a l k i n g  about t h e  17th?  W e  
a r e  f i x i n g  t h e  18th  as t h e  day t h a t  t h e  meeting took p lace .  

A. This would have been t h e  17th. This  would have 
been t h e  af ternoon of  t h e  morning we went i n t o  s e e  General 
YOUNG. 

Q e  
  And you had been t o  Duc Pho? 

A. I had been t o  Duc Pho t h a t  af ternoon wi th  t h e  -
aero-s couts-­ A 

Q ( In te rpos ing)  Yes. 

A. Colonel PARSON had jumped me, i f  I can use t h a t  
term, s e v e r a l  times f o r  n o t  keeping him informed. It i s  .a 
r o u t i n e  t h i n g  t o  do, and he reminded me of i t  s e v e r a l  t imes.  
And it was t h a t  as  much as  anything t h a t  prompted me t o  go 
i n  and t e l l  him t h i s  s t o r y .  A s  a m a t t e r  o f  f a c t ,  I remember 
very c l e a r l y  h i s  asking me why I went t o  General  YOUNG 
f i r s t .  And I pointed out  t o  him t h a t  he was my r a t i n g  
o f f i c e r  and my immediate s u p e r i o r  which he was a t  t h e  t i m e .  
I can remember Colonel PARSON becoming q u i t e  per turbed  about 
i t ,  t h e  term murder--that murder, how a r e  w e  going t o  win 
t h e s e  people over .  He was v i s i b l y  and f o r c i b l y  shaken up 
abou-his s t o r y  as I r e l a t e d  it t o  him. I r e l a t e d  t h e  
s t o r y  t h i s  t ime, no t  Fred WATKE. I d i d n ' t  f e e l  it was 
necessary t o  b r i n g  him up. 
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Q. But Colonel PARSON was informed sometime l a t e  
  
i n  t h e  af te rnoon o r  evening of  t h e  17 th?  
  

A. Y e s ,  sir. . 

Q. Let  m e  have t h e  r e p o r t  of i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  That 
would be M-1 o r  R-1. 

( R - 1  was handed t o  t h e  wi tness . )  

Q- I show you Exh ib i t  R-1 ,  which i s  t h e  document . 

we acquainted you w i t h  i n  your previous testimony. You had 
i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  you had seen  t h i s  document, having been shown 
the  document by Colonel PARSON, o r  h i s  a s s i s t a n t  o r  what you 
r e f e r  t o  as  s e c r e t a r y  of t h e  genera l  s t a f f ,  and I b e l i e v e  
t h a t  was Major BEASLEY? 

A. Yes , sir. 

Q. Can you t e l l  me, do you r e c a l l  which one o f  
t h e s e  i n d i v i d u a l s  it was s p e c i f i c a l l y  who showed you t h e  
document? 

A. Y e s ,  sir.  I t  was Colonel PARSON, and I can say 
t h a t  because I saw BEASLEY ou t  t h e r e  t h i s  morning a s  he was 
s ign ing  i n .  And I no sooner saw h i s  f a c e  and I thought 
t o  myself BEASLEY d i d  no t  show me t h a t  document. I t  was 
Colonel PARSON, and t h a t  is  t h e  f i r s t  time I had seen  
BEASLEY i n  a yea r .  

9 .  Did you have any d i scuss ion  wi th  BEASLEY a t  a l l ?  

A. No, sir.  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  e v e r  d i scuss ing  t h i s  with 
BEASLEY. 
Q Did you d i scuss  t h i s  wi th  BEASLEY t h i s  af ternoon? 

A. No, s i r ,  I d i d  no t .  

a .  Why do you th ink  Colonel PARSON had shown you this 
r e p o r t ?  I n  looking a t  t h i s  document, i n  looking a t ' t h e  open­
i ng  paragraph, it is  n o t  t r u l y  responsive t o  t h e  a l l e g a t i o n  
made by Warrant Of f i ce r  THOMPSON. I t  makes no mention of  a  
warrant  o f f i c e r .  I t  makes no mention of a confronta t ion .  
I t  i s  addressed t o  t h e  a l l e g a t i o n s  which a r e  c i t e d  i n  In ­
c l o s u r e  1, which, ' as you r e c a l l ,  is  a s ta tement  syn thes iz ing  
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what the v i l l a g e  ch ie f  had passed on t o  t h e  d i s t r i c t  c h i e f .  

A. Well, s i r ,  when I saw t h i s  document, I d o n ' t .  
remember t h e  inc losure  being a t t ached  t o  it. I remember 
d i s t i n c t l y  a page and a h a l f .  I had two v i s i o n s  of t h i s  
as  I r e c a l l  it. One was about three-quar ters  of  a  page long 
and t h e  o t h e r  was a page and a h a l f .  And I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  t h e s e  
inc losures  being a t t ached  t o  t h a t  document a t  t h a t  t ime. 

Q You were then  of t h e  impression t h a t  he was show­
i n g  it t o  you because it was responsive t o  wIiat had been 
passed on t o  General YOUNG and t h a t  which you had a l s o  
presented Colonel PARSON wi th?  

A. I considered a t  t h a t  t ime t h a t  t h i s  document 
 
was i n  response t o  General YOUNG'S d i r e c t i v e .  I d i d n ' t  
  
f e e l  then ,  nor do I f e e l  now t h a t  t h e  con ten t s  of  t h e  
  
i n v e s t i g a t i o n  were responsive t o  t h e  a l l e g a t i o n .  
  

Q. Showing you t h i s  document, was t h i s  done s o r t  
  
of on a s l y ?  
  

. A. Y e s ,  s i r ,  it was. 

Q - Something l i k e  come on i n ,  I want t o  show you 
something? 

A. Yes, s i r ,  it was t h a t  a t t i t u d e  a s  I r e c a l l .  I t  
was s o r t  o f ,  "Here, you want t o  t ake  a look a t  something?" 
I would no t  normally be involved i n  t h e  review of t h i s  
document i n  t h e  chain ,of command. 

Q - Do you remember any d i scuss ion  wi th  Colonel 
  
PARSON a t  t h i s  time t h a t  t h i s  i s  q u i t e  a s i g n i f i c a n t  
  
document t o  be showing you. Did he o r  you r e l a t e  it back 
 
t o  your p r i o r  d iscuss ions?  
  

A .  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  Colonel PARSON saying  anything. 
  
I n  a l l  p r o b a b i l i t y  I made some comment, probably some 
 
p ro fan i ty  o r  v u l g a r i t y  r e f l e c t i n g  on t h e  v a l i d i t y  of t h i s  
  
document. 
 

MR MACCRATE: Colonel HOLLADAY, i n  i d e n t i f y i n g  t h i s  a s  t h e  
document you were shown, do you i d e n t i f y  i t  by t h e  l e n g t h  
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of t h e  document o r  by i t s  content?  Do you have a  r e c o l l e c t i o n ,  
f o r  example, of  t h e  r e fe rence  t o  t h e  d i s t r i c t  ch ief  and t h e  
province ch ie f  and what is t h e  con ten t  a s  you now s e e  it  of 
t h a t  memorandum. Do you r e l a t e  it t o  t h a t  o r  i s  i t  more 
the l eng th  of t h e  memorandum t h a t  makes you remember i t ?  

A. I b e l i e v e  i t ' s  both t h e  page and. a  h a l f  and t h e  
genera l  content .  

MR WEST: Colonel HOLLADAY, l e t ' s  go back t o  your conversat ion 
wi th  Colonel PARSON about t h e  i n c i d e n t .  Late  i n  t h e  a f t e r -  
noon of t h e  1 7 t h ,  t h e  testimony was t h a t  he  was v i s i b l y  d i s -  
turbed  and s a i d  something about murder o r  unnecessary k i l l i n g .  
Was t h e r e  any f u r t h e r  d iscuss ion?  Did he say  anything else 
t h a t  i n d i c a t e d  any ac t ion  should be taken? 

A. No a c t i o n  was t o  be t aken ,  bu t  I can remember him 
saying  something t o  t h e  e f f e c t  t h a t  we ' re  t r y i n g  t o  win t h e s e  
people over ,  and t h i s  i s  n o t  t h e  way t o  do it. 

Anything f u r t h e r  i n  t h a t  conversat ion? 

A. No, o t h e r  - t h a n  h i s  asking m e  why I went t o  s e e  
General YOUNG f i r s t  and h i s  remark of " t h a t ' s  murder" o r  " t h a t ' s  
g o t  t o  be murder" o r  something l i k e  t h a t .  "We a r e  
t r y i n g  t o  h e l p  these  people" o r  "win them over ,"  I b e l i e v e ,  
was the  term he used. He was v i s i b l y  shaken. 

Q. Was it your understanding t h a t  he  f i r s t  learned  
through your v i s i t  and what you had t o l d  him t h a t  t h i s  
m a t t e r  had occurred and was be ing  i n v e s t i g a t e d  by Colonel 
HENDERSON? 

A. I don 't remember s p e c i f i c a l l y  t e l l i n g  Colonel 
PARSON t h a t  General  YOUNG had d i r e c t e d  t h a t  an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  
t ake  p lace .  I j u s t  d o n ' t  s e e  how I could have t o l d  
the s t o r y  wi thout  t e l l i n g  him t h a t .  I ' m  j u s t  going t o  
assume t h a t  I d i d  t e l l  him. 

A t  this t ime,  you were a d i v i s i o n  s t a f f  o f f i c e r ?  

A. I was p r i n c i p a l l y  b a t t a l i o n  commander, b u t  
unfor tunate ly  I wore another  h a t  a s  t h e  a v i a t i o n  s t a f f  
o f f i c e r .  
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a .  And you had been i n  t h a t  capac i ty  f o r  how long? 

A. . Since t h e  1 2 t h  of ~ a n u & .  

9 Do you have any knowledge whether t h e  commanding 
genera l  confided i n  h i s  ch ief  of s t a f f  and k e p t  him inform­
ed of t h e  t h i n g s  t h a t  were going on? Do you have any 
opinion on t h a t  o r  knowledge? 

A. I had t h e  impression t h a t  he d i d ,  t h a t  h e  k e p t  
t h e  chief  informed. 

Q • We've rece ived  testimony t o  t h e  e f f e c t  t h a t  a t  
l e a s t  two of t h e  u n i t s  which have been involved i n  t h i s  
i n c i d e n t  were i n s t r u c t e d  by t h e i r  commanders n o t  t o  t a l k  
about t h e  i n c i d e n t  because t h e r e  was an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  going 
on. It was j u s t  b e t t e r  not  t o  t a l k  about it whi le  i t  was 
being inves t iga ted .  And t h i s  s u b j e c t  was r a i s e d  t o  you 
a few minutes ago. Are you aware of any o r d e r s  coming down 
from d i v i s i o n  t o  t h i s  e f f e c t :  " L e t ' s  not  t a l k  about 
t h i s  m a t t e r  whiie i t  i s  under i n v e s t i g a t i o n " ?  

A. N O ,  s ir ,  I s u r e  d o n ' t .  

Q Was t h i s  s u b j e c t  touched upon a t  t h e  s t a f f  
meeting? 

A. Not t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  i n c i d e n t .  The problem of 
k i l l i n g  innocent  c i v i l i a n s  had been, I would s a y ,  more 
than  touched on a t  a commanders' meeting shared  by 
General KOSTER. But I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  a t  any s t a f f  meeting 
any s p e c i f i c  r e fe rence  t o  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  i n c i d e n t .  

Q Now t h e s e ,  s t a f f  meetings i n  which General  KOSTER 
t a l k e d  about t h e  k i l l i n g  of  noncombatants, could you p u t  
a time frame on t h a t ?  

A. The f i r s t  t ime I remember h i s  mentioning t h a t  
was t h e  f i r s t  commanders' conference and I ' d  p u t  it some­
time i n  Apr i l  wi thout  be ing  more d e f i n i t e  than  t h a t .  

aQ A s  a p o i n t  of r e fe rence ,  was i t  a f t e r  Task 
Force Barker was d i s e s t a b l i s h e d ?  
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A. I 'd say  it was be fo re  t h a t .  When they  changed 
t h a t  from a t a s k  force  t o  a b a t t a l i o n  down t h e r e ,  I at tended 
t h a t  change of command ceremony, and I would have t o  put  this 
meeting before  t h a t .  

Q But i n  Apr i l?  

A. I would have t o  t a k e  Apr i l  i n  weighing a11 o t h e r  
t imes.  

Q. Sometime before  m e  9 t h  of Apr i l  when t h e  t a sk  
f o r c e  was d isso lved?  

A. Place  it befo re  t h a t ,  y e s ,  sir. 

Q. Now, t h e  d i s s o l u t i o n  of  t h e  t a s k  f o r c e ,  would you 
r e l a t e  t h a t  t o  t h e  i n c i d e n t ,  t h e  My Lai  ( 4 )  i n c i d e n t  of 
March 1968? 

A. NO, sir.  

Q You d o n ' t  t h i n k  t h a t  had anything t o  do  wi th  i t ?  

A. I had never thought of i t  l i k e  t h a t .  I never have 
connected t h e  two toge the r .  

Q - No more ques t ions  . 
10: We have h e r e ,  Colonel HOLLADAY, E x h i b i t  M-9, 
which is a l e t t e r  t o  a l l  commanders over  t h e  s i g n a t u r e  of 
General KOSTER, da ted  2 4  March. Are you f a m i l i a r  wi th  t h i s  
document? Do you r e c a l l  having seen  i t ?  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  I thought it was i n  a l i t t l e  d i f f e r e n t  
format. 

& I f  you r e c a l l ,  t h i s  i s  j u s t  a command l e t t e r .  I f  
you a l s o  n o t i c e ,  t h e  f i r s t  r e f e r e n c e  i s  t h e  America1 Division 
r e g u l a t i o n  on r u l e s  of engagement which we have a l s o  en te red  
i n t o  t h e  record  and which was publ ished on t h e  1 6 t h  of March. 
B u t  you a r e  f a m i l i a r  wi th  t h i s  document? 

A. Yes, sir. 
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9. Was it about t h i s  t ime and on t h i s  g e n e r a l  
s u b j e c t  t h a t  General KOSTER t a l k e d  t o  h i s  assembled s t a f f  
o f f i c e r s  and commanders? 

A. I ' d  put  it i n  Apr i l ,  sir. 

Q Now, we  a r e  going t o  have t o  r e c e s s  f o r  a few min­
u t e s .  Before we do, I would l i k e  t o  r e t u r n  again t o  t h e  con­
g r a t u l a t o r y  message which you had received and which was da ted  
t h e  19th  of  March. It was your--I would l i k e  t o  g e t  your i m ­
p ress ion  of  t h e  g i s t  of t h i s  document again ,  whether t h i s  is  a 
p a t  on t h e  back j u s t  t o  keep q u i e t  about i t ,  o r  whether it was 
more o r  l e s s  an i n j u n c t i o n  t o  keep q u i e t  about i t ?  

A. Well, as I s a i d  b e f o r e ,  sir, my thought a t  t h a t  
t ime, I have subsequent ly f e l t  t h a t  t h i s  was--my thought  a t  
t h a t  time was t h a t  we were included as  an addressee on t h a t  
message, no t  because of anything t h a t  we d i d  i n  terms of  
General WESTMORELAND'S comments, b u t  t h e  a c t i o n  t h a t  Fred 
WATKE and I took subsequent t o  t h e  event .  

Q = We w i i i  r ecess  a t  t h i s  time. We a r e  going t o  have 
t o  ask you t o  s t a y  h e r e ,  Colonel HOLLADAY , while . we t a k e  one 
a d d i t i o n a l  wi tness .  It may be a h a l f  hour o r  s o ,  and w e  w i l l  
r e c a l l  you. 

(The hea r ing  recessed  a t  1 4 5 0  hours ,  22  December 
1969.) 

(The hea r ing  reconvened a t  1538 hours ,  22  December 
1969 .) 

I0 : The hear ing  w i l l  come t o  o rde r .  

RCDR: The Zollohing named persons a r e  p r e s e n t :  LTG PEERS, 
MR WEST, MR WALSH, and MAJ ZYCHOWSKI. 

S i r ,  Colonel HOLLADAY i s  being r e c a l l e d .  

(COL HOLLADAY was r e c a l l e d  a s  a w i t n e s s ,  was 
reminded t h a t  he remained under o a t h ,  and he t e s t i f i e d  as 
follows :) 

I0 : Colonel HOLLADAY, when w e  recessed j u s t  h a l f  an 
hour o r  s o  ago, we were t a l k i n g  about t h e  command l e t t e r  of 
2 4  March. You had i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  you were f a m i l i a r  wi th  t h e  
l e t t e r  and you thought General KOSTER had addressed t h e  com­
manders and s t a f f  on t h i s  genera l  s u b j e c t  sometime a f t e r  
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Apr i l .  

A. Yes, sir.  

Q. Did you e v e r  t a l k  t o  anybody e l s e  about t h i s  s i t ­
ua t ion  i n  My Lai  ( 4 )  , 16 March 1968? For example, d i d  you e v e r  
t a l k  t o  your crews, any of t h e  fol lowing men: THOMPSON, MIL­
LIANS, Warrant O f f i c e r  CULVERHOUSE, Captain LIVINGSTON, o r  
any of t h e s e  people? 

A. No, sir. 

Q- Did you ever  t a l k  t o  any of t h e  s t a f f  of the  23d 
Divis ion,  f o r  example, t h e  S J A  o r  t h e  IG? 

A. No, s ir .  
  


Q- Did you ever  t a l k  t o  t h e  d i v i s i o n  chapla in  about i t ?  
  


A. N c ,  sir. 

Q .  Can you th ink  of anybody e l s e  t h a t  you might have 
t a l k e d  t o ?  

A. I ' m  s u r e  t h a t  I-­

Q. ( In te rpos ing)  Who was your execut ive  o f f i c e r ?  

A. Gary LANGSTON, now l i e u t e n a n t  co lonel .  He was a 
major a t  t h e  t ime. La te r  he became l i e u t e n a n t  co lonel .  

9. Did you t a l k  t o  him about i t ?  

A. I ' m  su re  I d i d ,  s i r .  I c a n ' t  p i n  it down as  t o  
when o r  t h e  con ten t  of it. I t  would have followed t h e  same 
genera l  content  t h a t  I had spoken about before ,  b u t  I c a n ' t  
remember t h e  s p e c i f i c  t ime t h a t  I t a l k e d  t o  him about it. 

Q. Do you know where Colonel LANGSTON is s t a t i o n e d  a t  
the  p r e s e n t  time? 

A. No, s i r ,  I don ' t .  
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Q. W i l l  you g i v e  u s ,  t o  t h e  b e s t  of  your  knowledge, 
h i s  f u l l  name p l e a s e ?  

A. Gary, G-A-R-Y, LANGSTON. 

Q. L-A-N-G-S-T-0-N? 

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q. I ' d  l i k e  t o  ask you about  ano the r  q u e s t i o n ,  
Colonel HOLLADAY, which has  t o  do wi th  t h e  asgignment of 
a i r c r a f t .  I n  your  c a p a c i t y  as d i v i s i o n  a v i a t i o n  o f f i c e r ,  
d i d  you have t o  a l l o c a t e  a v i a t i o n  a s s e t s  and r e s o u r c e s  
on a d a i l y  b a s i s ?  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q - For  t h i s  o p e r a t i o n  t h a t  took p l a c e  on t h e  morning 
o f  March 1 6 t h ,  where t hey  needed c e r t a i n  a s s e t s  and you might 
have had t o  a l l o c a t e  such a s s e t s ,  would you have a r e c o r d  o f  
t h a t  i n  your  headqua r t e r s?  

A. No, s i r ,  t h o s e  a i r c r a f t  a t  t h a t  t i m e  w e r e  n o t  a l l o c a t -  
e d  a s  a i r c r a f t .  That  u n i t  w a s  a l l o c a t e d ,  i f  I can use  t h a t  term, 
a s  a u n i t .  And t h e  r e c e i v e r ,  i n  t h i s  c a s e  Task Force Barker of 
t h e  Muscatine a r e a ,  r e c e i v e d  t h e  u n i t  a s  a u n i t .  They g o t  what- 
e v e r  they  had f l y a b l e ,  p r e c i s e l y  what t h e y  had f l y i n g  on t h a t  
p a r t i c u l a r  day. I d o n ' t  recall .  There should  be  a r e c o r d  o f  
t h a t ,  however, r e t a i n e d  i n  t h e  u n i t .  I would t h i n k  t h a t  t h e  
u n i t ,  s p e c i f i c a l l y  b a t t a l i o n  maintenance u n i t ,  would be  a b l e  
t o  t e l l  t h e  a i r c r a f t  t h a t  were f l y a b l e .  

Q *  W e l l ,  would t h e  o p e r a t i o n a l  l o g  o f  your  company show. .. 

where t h e  a i r c r a . f t  were d i r e c t e d  each day? 

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  They main ta ined  a l o g  down t h e r e .  

Q. L e t  me c l a r i f y  t h i s  problem j u s t  a l i t t l e  b i t  more. 
We know t h a t  t h e  174 th ,  a t  l e a s t  from t h e  documentation w e  have, 
t h a t  t h e  174 th  Avia t ion  Company provided n i n e  s l i c k s  and two 
guns. I t  would appear ,  however, t h a t  two guns would n o t  be  
quit? s u f f i c i e n t  f o r  t h i s  o p e r a t i o n .  Perhaps a t  l e a s t  ano the r  
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p a i r  of guns would have been i n  o r d e r ,  going i n t o  a  h o t  LZ 
and s o  f o r t h .  And with t h i s  i n  mind, s i n c e  o n l y .  two were 
provided by t h e  174th ,  a t  l e a s t  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  e x i s t s  t h a t  
an a d d i t i o n a l  p a i r  o r  more guns were provided by one of your 
o t h e r  companies t h a t  were up i n  t h e  Chu Lai  a rea .  

A. They d id  t h a t  q u i t e  f r e q u e n t l y ,  a g a i n s t  my  d e s i r e s ,  
t a k e  t h e  gunships o u t  of t h e  aero-scout company and use them 
as  guns i n  support  of C A ' s ,  and t h a t  wasn ' t  t h e i r  mission., 
They a r e  reconnaissance c r a f t .  And w e  r e s i s t e d  t h i s  t o  t h e  
p o i n t  t h a t  I can r e c a l l  asking General KOSTER's a s s i s t a n c e  t o  
keep t h e  11th  Brigade from using t h e  guns a s  gunships,  thereby 
d e t r a c t i n g  from t h e i r  reconnaissance mission.  I could 
very e a s i l y  have done t h i s  on t h a t  day. 

Q. W e  w i l l  check i n t o  t h i s ,  b u t  f r a n k l y ,  Colonel 
HOLLADAY, we have had no i n d i c a t i o n  of t h i s .  The 123d, 
your aero-scout company t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  day, was s h o r t  of 
H-23's, o r  t h e  scou t  s h i p s  and they seem t o  have had about 
four  guns down t h e r e .  They may have conceivably had a s  many 
as s i x .  This :iould i n d i c a t e  about four .  

A. I t h i n k  t h a t  four  would be a  high f i g u r e ,  because we  
had seven. And i f  we g e t  four  of  those  i n  t h e  a i r ,  and t h r e e  
of t h e  f i v e  L O H ' s ,  we thought we were i n  r e a l  good bus iness .  

Q. Well t h i s  day, t o  our  knowledge, only one was 
f l y i n g .  

A. This very e a s i l y  could be so.  Other.  days none 
of them were flying--a hard  machine t o  mainta in .  

9 - . W e l l ,  working on t h e  p ropos i t ion  o r  suppos i t ion ,  . 
l e t  us say  your 176th Company might have provided a  couple 
of guns. Would t h a t  be recorded someplace? 

A. Yes, sir. I would th ink  t h a t  it would be record ­
e d ,  q u i t e  poss ib ly  i n  two p laces .  As you w e l l  know, gunships 
were a t  a premium, and those  u n i t s  t h a t  w e r e  a l l o c a t e d  gun- 
s h i p s  were most r e l u c t a n t  t o  r e l e a s e  them a t  any time dur- . 

i n g  t h e  day. On many occasions,  t h e  dec i s ion  t o  t a k e  a 
~ ~ i rof gunships from t h e  u n i t  be ing  supported by t h e  176th 
had t o  be made,, a t  general  o f f i c e r  l e v e l .  I n  the a v i a t i o n  
element of t h e  TOC w e  kep t  a l o g ,  and of course t h e  DTOC kep t  
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t h e i r  own log.  So i f  t h a t  i n  f a c t  occurred,  I would say  yes ,  
t h e r e  would be a log  i n  one o r  both of those  p laces .  

a - Well, t h i s  g ives  us a c l u e  a s  t o  where w e  should 
look. I would wonder a t  t h i s  t ime,  Colonel HOLLADAY, i f  you 
have any a d d i t i o n a l  information you would l i k e  t o  provide this 
i n v e s t i g a t i o n ?  

A. No, s i r ,  I d o n ' t  have any. 

I0: Well, we s t i l l  want you t o  cont inue t o  th ink  about 
i t ,  and i f  any of these  p ieces  do f a l l  i n t o  p l a c e ,  o r  i f  you 
f i n d  any m a t e r i a l s  which you hadn' t r e c o l l e c t e d  be fo re ,  photos,  
maps, o r  anything of  t h i s  s o r t ,  memoranda, we'd be very  ap- 
p r e c i a t i v e  of having it. Thank you, very much. This hear ing  
is recessed a t  t h i s  t i m e .  

( A  memorandum f o r  r ecord ,  da ted  2 1  December 1969 
and conta in ing  e x t r a c t s  from t h e  17 and 2 1  March 1968 logs  of 
the  11th  I n f a n t r y  Brigade, was rece ived  and en te red  i n t o  evidence 
as Exh ib i t  M-15 .) 

(The hear ing  recessed  a t  1547 hours ,  22 December 
1969.) 
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(The h e a r i n g  reconvened a t  1805 hour s ,  10 February 
1970.) 

/ 

10: The h e a r i n g  w i l l  come t o  o r d e r .  

RCDR : The fo l lowing  naized persons  a r e  p r e s e n t :  LTG 
PEERS, MR WEST, MR MACCMTE, MR WALSH, COL FRANKLIN, COL 
MILLER, LTC BAUER, LTC PATTERSON, and M A J  LYNN. 

S i r ,  t h e  h e a r i n g  r e c a l l s  L ieu t enan t  Colonel  John 
L. HOLLADAY. 

(LTC HOLLADAY was r e c a l l e d  a s  a  w i t n e s s ,  was re­
minded t h a t  he w a s  s t i l l  under o a t h ,  an3  t e s t i f i e d  a s  fo l lows: )  

10: Colonel  HOLLADAY, you've ha6  t h r e e  s e s s i o n s  w i t h  
t h i s  i n q u i r y ,  on 9  and 12 and 22 Gecember. S ince  t h e  l a s t  
one on 22 December, we have ga ined  coi is ideraLle  in format ion  
about  what has  t aken  p l a c e  o r  what took p l a c e  a t  Ny La i  ( 4 )  
on 16 March 1968, a b o ~ tt h e  r e p o r t i n g  of  i t ,  about  t h e  i n -  
v e s t i g a t i o n  of it. Al toge the r  we 've  t a l k e d  t o ,  now, about  
350 people  an& we've  a l s o  assembled q u i t e  a l a r g e  c o l l e c t i o n  
of documents r e l a t i n g  t o  t h c  i n c i d e n t  and r e p o r t i n g  p roces s .  
We've a l s o  made a t r i p  t o  South Vietna~:, where w e  ' ve  had an 
oppor tun i ty  t o  v i s i t  thcz d i v i s i o n ,  D o t t i e ,  Son Tinh D i s t r i c t ,  
p rov ince  h e a d q u a r t e r s ,  2d ARVM Div i s ion  h e a d q u a r t e r s ,  Duc Pho, 
and we a l s o  made an o n - s i t e  i n s p e c t i o n  of ?.!y La i  ( 4 )  i t s e l f .  So 
we're i n  a much b e t t e r  p o s i t i o n  r i g h t  now t o  ask  q u e s t i o n s  
and s o  f o r t h  t h a n  we were a t  t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  t ime ,  and t h a t ' s  
t h e  reason  why we've had you back h e r e ,  t o  f i l l  i n  some of  
t h e  gaps and a l s o  t o  expand upon some of  t h e  prev ious  t e s t i ­
moriy. Now, b e f o r e  w e  proceed,  I ' d  l i k e  t o  have Colonel  
MILLER i s s u e  a  warning t o  you. 

COL MILLER: Colonel ,  l a s t  December you appes-red b e i o r e  and gave 
tes t imony t o  G e n ~ r a l  PEERS, and a t  t h a t  t ime you were n o t  sus­
pec t ed  of any o f f e n s e  and no warning w a s  g iven t o  you. S ince  
t h a t  t i m e ,  a s  General  PEERS has  i n d i c a t e d ,  we have taken  t h e  tes­
timony of many w i t n e s s e s  and examined many documents. A t  t h i s  
t ime I a d v i s e  you t h s t  you a r e  now suspec t ed  of t h e  o f f e n s e  
of  d e r e l i c t i o n  of  duty  by f a i l i n g  t o  r e p o r t  t o  s u p e r i o r  
a u t h o r i t y  your s u s p i c i o n s  t h a t  an inadequa te  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  
i f  any, o r  no i n v e s t i g a t i o n  a t  a l l ,  had been made i n t o  t h e  
a l l e g a t i o n s  of  unlawful  k i l l i n g  of  c i v i l i a n s  i n  t h e  a r e a  w e  
commonly r e f e r  t o  a s  My Lai  ( 4 )  by meriibers of Task Force 
Barker  on about  16 March 1968. To p u t  t h a t  i n  s l i g h t l y  d i f -  
f e r e n t  words, you i n d i c a t e d  you thought  t h e r e  was a coverup 
o r  no i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  no adequate  i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  You a r e  
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s u s p e c t e d  of hav ing  been d e r e l i c t  i n  n o t  t a k i n g  any f u r t h e r  
a c t i o n  i n  r e p o r t i n g  t h i s  m a t t e r .  

Now, under  t h e  c i rcumstances  I want t o  go f u r t h e r  
and in form you concern ing  your  r i g h t  t o  counse l  and your  
p r i v i l e g e  a g a i n s t  s e l f - i n c r i m i n a t i o n .  You do have a r i g h t  
t o  remain s i l e n t ,  t o  answer no q u e s t i o n s .  Any s t a t e m e n t  
t h a t  you do make can be  used i n  ev idence  a g a i n s t  you i n  a 
c r i m i n a l  t r i a l .  You have t h e  r i g h t  t o  c o n s u l t  w i t h  counse l ,  
and by c o u n s e l  I mean a q u a l i f i e d  lawyer.  Th i s  can  be  a 
c i v i l i a n  lawyer o f  you r  own cho i ce ,  employed by you a t  your  
own expense ,  o r  a m i l i t a r y  lawyer would be  appo in t ed  f o r  you 
w i t h o u t  charge .  I f  you have a d e s i r e  t o  be  r e p r e s e n t e d  by a 
m i l i t a r y  counse l ,  i f  you have a p a r t i c u l a r  counse l ,  w e  w i - 1 1  
~ b t a i nhim f o r  you i f  h e  i s  r ea sonab ly  a v a i l a b l e .  

Now, even i f  you d e c i d e  t o  answer q u e s t i o n s  today  
o r  a t  a l a t e r  t i m e  w i thou t  b e n e f i t  of  counse l ,  you have t h e  
r i g h t  t o  r e f u s e  t o  answer any p a r t i c u l a r  q u e s t i c n  and s t o p  
answer ing q u e s t i o n s  a t  any t i m e ,  o r  you may r e f u s e  t o  ans­
w e r  q u e s t i o n s  i n  a p a r t i c u l a r  a r e a .  You a l s o  have t h e  r i g h t  
t o  r e q u e s t  t h a t  counse l  be  iiiade a v a i l a b l e  t o  you. Do you 
unders tand  t h e  t h i n g s  I ' v e  gone through s o  f a r ?  

A. Y e s ,  I unders tand .  Could you t e l l  m e  a g a i n ,  p l e a s e ,  
t h e  charge  t h a t  I am s u s p e c t e d  o f ?  

COL MILLER: I t ' s  n o t  a charge .  A t  t h i s  t i m e  y o u ' r e  n o t  
charged w i t h  any o f f e n s e .  The ev idence  i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  you 
may have been d e r e l i c t  i n  t h e  performance of  your  d u t i e s  
as a commander and o f f i c e r  by f a i l i n g  t o  make known t o  your  
s u p e r i o r  a u t h o r i t y  your  susp ic ion- -  

A.  ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Is t h a t  s u p e r i o r  a u t h o r i t y  d e f i n e d  i n  
t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ?  

COL MILLER: I have n o t  d e f i ~ l e d  it. You r e p o r t e d  t h i s  i n c i -  
d e n t ,  I b e l i e v e ,  t o  General  YOCNG. You a l s o  s t a t e d  you f e l t  
t h e ~ ehad been an i nadequa t e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  o r  coverup.  Now, 
you have t h e  du ty  a s  an  o f f i c e r  t o  r e p o r t  t h i s  t o  whatever  
a u t h o r i t y  you thought  would look i n t o  it. There  i s  no e v i -  
desce t o  i n d i c a t e  t h ~ t  you e v e r  made such a r e p o r t  o r  b rought  
t h i s  t o  t h e  a t t e n t i o n  o f  anyone. I t  i s  i n  t h i s  s e n s e  t h a t  
t h e  s u s p i c i o n  i s  r a i s e d .  

A.  You used t h e  t e r m  d e r e l i c t i o n  o f  du ty .  

COL MILLER: T h a t ' s  r i g h t .  
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I n  t h a t  case  I t h i n k  I .w i l l  seek m i l i t a r y  counsel .  

The h e a r i n g  w i l l  recess a t  t h i s  t i m e ,  

(The h e a r i n g  r e c e s s e d  a t  i810 hour s ,  10 February 1970.) 

(The h e a r i n g  reconvened a t  C904 hour s ,  11 February 1970,  

10: The h e a r i n g  w i l l  come t o  o r d e r .  

RCDR : The fo l lowing  named persons  a r e  p r e s e n t :  LTG PEERS, 
 

MR MACCRATE, MR WALSH, COL MILLER, COL FRANKLIN, LTC BAUER 
 

LTC PATTERSON, and M A J  LYNN. 
 


S i r ,  t h e  h e a r i n g  r e c a l l s  L ieu t enan t  Colonel  John 
L. HOLLADAY. Colonel  HOLLADAY, I remind you t h a t  you remain 
under oa th .  

(LTC HOLLADAY was r e c a l l e d  as a w i t n e s s ,  was re­
minded of h i s  o a t h ,  and t e s t i f i e d  a s  fo l lows: )  

A r e  you r e p r e s e n t e d  by ccunse l?  

A. Y e s .  

RCDR : W i l l  counse l  p l e a s e  s t a t e  h i s  nairte, rarik, and s t a t i o n ?  

I C  : Captain  J . E .  HOLMES 111, Judge Advocate Gene ra l ' s  
Corps, 546-60-7404. Assigned t o  QTJAG, Pentagon. 

COL MILLER: Colonel ,  ye s t e rday  a f  teri ioon you asked t h a t  
counse l  be appointed.  Captain  HOLMES has  ow been appointed.  
My f i r s t  q u e s t i o n  i s  a r e  you s a t i s f i e d  t o  have Capta in  HOLMES 
r e p r e s e n t  you? 

A.  Y e s ,  s i r .  

COL MILLER: The second q u e s t i o n  i s  a r e  you w i l l i n g  now t o  
make a s t a t e m e n t  o r  ansver  q u e s t i o n s ?  

A. Y e s ,  sir.  

COL MILLER: Capta in ,  you have n0.t been h e r e  b e f o r e .  Our 
procedures  a r e  t h a t  General  PEERS o r  o t h e r  people  h e ~ e  w i l l  
ask  q u e s t i o n s .  You may c o n s u l t  w i t h  Colonel  HOLLADAY o r  he  
w i t h  you a t  any t ime.  I f  f o r  any reason  you see need f o r  a 
recess t o  c o n s u l t ,  f e e l  f r e e  t o  ask t o r  t h a t .  W e  do ask t h a t  
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answers t o  t h e  q u e s t i o n s  come 
(To w i t n e s s )  You a r e  aware of 

from Colonel  HOLLADAY, of cou r se .  
your r i g h t  r ega rd ing  tes t imony? 

A. Yes, s ir .  

COL MILLER: 
you wish.  

And your r i g h t  t o  r e f u s e  t o  answer q u e s t i o n s  i f  

(Witness nods i n  t h e  a £  f i r m a t i v e  . ) 
Do you unders tand  t h i s ?  

(IC nods i n  t h e  a f f i r m a t i v e . )  

Do you have any o t h e r  q u e s t i o n s  t o  ask a t  t h i s  t ime? 

( I C  shakes  head i n  t h e  nega t ive . )  

A. No , s i r .  

10: I t h i n k  i n  your p rev ious  v i s i t s ,  Colonel  HOLLADAY, 
you met a l l  t h e s e  people .  M r .  WEST w i l l  probably be i n  i n  j u s t  
a l i t t l e  wh i l e .  Colonel  FRANKLIN. I d o n ' t  kncw i f  you 
know Colonel  BAUER o r  n o t .  A l l  t h e s e  i n d i v i d u a l s  may ask 
q u e s t i o n s  o f  you t h i s  morning. I ' l l  ask Colonel  FRANKLIN t o  
l e a d  t h e  i n t e r r o g a t i o n .  

-3 
Ln 
bP3 

COL FRANKLIN: Colonel  HOLLADAY, yoa 've  a l r e a d y  appeared be- 
f o r e  t h i s  group tw ice  and we a r e  n o t  going t o  go over  every ­
t h i n g  t h a t  has  been p rev ious ly  accomplished. Eowever, t h e r e  are 
c e r t a i n  very c r i t i c a l  t h i n g s  which i n  c e r t a i n  ways w i l l  be r epe t -  
i t i v e ,  b u t  it i s  neces sa ry  t o  t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  To beg in  wi th  I ' d  
l i k e ,  i n  your  words and t h e  d e t a i l  t h a t  you can r e m e m b e r ,  
what you and Major WATKE t o l d  General  YOUNG as r e l a t e s  t o  t h e  
My L a i  ( 4 )  i n c i d e n t  on 1 6  March. What you t o l d  General  YOUNG 
on 17 March? 

A. We went i n t o  Geners l  YOUNG'S  o f f i c e ,  Major WATKE 
and myself ,  a s  nea r  as I can r e c a l l  about  0800  i n  t h e  morn­
i ng  on t h e  17 th .  Q u i t e  P o s s i b l y  it might have been a few 
minutes ea r l ie r  t h a n  t h a t  t ime.  I s a i d  t o  General  YOUNG 
f i r s t ,  "May I s e e  you, s i r , 'I o r  something t o  t h a t  e f f e c t .  
Then I s a i d ,  "Something occu r red  yes t e rday  t h a t  you should  
know about .  " He s a i d ,  "What i s  t h a t ? " ,  normal response ,  "Go 
ahead. I' I tu rned  t o  Major WATKE and s a i d ,  "Fred,  w i l l  you 
p l e a s e  t e l l  Genezal YOGNG t h e  same s t o r y  t h a t  you t o l d  me l a s t  
n i g h t .  'I Whereupon Major WATKE r e l a t e d  t h e  s t o r y .  Do you 
want me t o  r e p e a t  t h a t  s t o r y  t h a t  Major WATKE t o l d  t h a t  morning? 
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Q. Y e s .  

A. Thi s  is e s s e n t i a l l y  t h e  same s t o r y  t h a t  he t o l d  
m e  t h e  preced ing  evening and t h a t  was t h a t  M r .  THOMPSON, 
Warrant O f f i c e r  THOMPSON, had brought  a s t o r y  back t o  him of 
t h e  k i l l i n g ,  i n d i s c r i m i n a t e  and unnecessary,  I t h i n k  bo th  
t h o s e  terms were used a t  one t ime o r  ano the r ,  k i l l i n g  of 
c i v i l i a n s .  This  i nc luded ,  a s  one of t h e  i n c i d e n t s  o r  p a r t  
of h i s  conve r sa t ion ,  M r .  THOMPSON had seen  a s e r g e a n t  s tand-  
i n g  on t h e  bank of a d i t c h  and f i r i n g  i n t o  a group of c i v i ­
l i a n s ,  a l a r g e  group of c i v i l i a n s  a s  I r e c a l l ,  h i d i n g  i n  t h e  
d i t c h .  A t  one p o i n t  i n  t h i s  a f f a i r  t h e r e  was a group of 
people ,  Vietnamese people ,  women and c h i l d r e n ,  who were e i t h e r  
i n  a cave o r  were t r y i n g  t o  g e t  t o  a cave t o  seek  cover ,  and 
M r .  THOMPSON a t  t h i s  p o i n t  warned t h e  advancing Americans, 
and t h e r e  w a s  an o f f i c e r  h e r e  I r e c a l l .  Rank I d o n ' t  r e c a l l .  
He warned them t h a t  i f  t hey  cont inued  t o  advance o r  if they  
harmed t h e s e  people  i n  t h e  cave he would f i r e  upon them. 
They e l e c t e d  t o  d i s c o n t i n u e  t h e i r  advance. I n  any e v e n t  t hey  
never  harmed t h e  people  i n  t h e  cave. A t  one p o i n t  i n  t h i s  
a c t i o n  he  evacua ted  a small c h i l d  t o  a h o s ~ i t a l  and ushered 
people  i n  t h e  cave t o  a p o i n t  of  r e l a t i v e  ; a f e ty .  Those are 
the s a l i e n t  f e a t u r e s  of t h i s  conve r sa t ion .  

Q- Did Major WATKE say  anyth ing  about a c r o s s f i r e  a t  
any t ime? 

A. No, s i r .  Not t h a t  I can remember. 

Q - How about numbers? What magnitude of  noncombatants 
o r  bod ie s  w e r e  t a l k e d  about t h a t  day by Major WATKE? 

A. W e l l ,  t h e  number 120 s t i c k s  i n  my mind and it has  
e v e r  s i n c e  t h i s  occur red .  I f e e l  s a f e  i n  s ay ing  t h a t  t h a t  number 
w a s  mentioned from t i m e  t o  t i m e  throughout  t h e  s t o r y ,  120 .  

Q - About how long d i d  it t a k e  t o  t e l l  t h i s  s t o r y  t o  
General  YOUNG? 

A. I would say  w e  were i n  t h e r e  t h e  b e t t e r  p a r t  of 
45  minutes .  

Q 0- What was h i s  r e a c t i o n ?  Was he q u e s t i o n i n g ,  break ­
i n g  i n ,  d i d  he  l i s t e n  t o  t h e  whole t h i n g  and t h e n  q u e s t i o n ?  
Was he  v i s i b l y  upse t ?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r ,  he was. H e  was v e r y ,  very u p s e t ,  very 
concerned about  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  of Americans s h o o t i n g  Ameri- 
cans ,  very much concerned about t h i s .  He was v i s i b l y  shaken 
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about  t h e  i n c i d e n t ,  t o  use  t h e  phrase ,  a t  t h e  a s p e c t  of  t h i s  
happening. 

Q How about  t h e  i n d i s c r i m i n a t e  and unnecessary k i l l ­
i n g  of  c i v i l i a n s ?  

A. I n  my a p p r a i s a l  of  t h a t  morning, he appeared t o  be 
i n  my judgment l e s s  concerned,  which s o r t  of  s u r p r i s e d  m e  be­
cause  my own pe r sona l  emotions w e r e  t h e  o t h e r  way around. 

Q w  YOU say  " l e s s  concerned."  You're n o t  s ay ing
"unconcerned"? 

A. No, s i r ,  no,  s i r .  I ' m  n o t  s ay ing  unconcerned. I'm 
say ing  l e s s  concerned.  I would weigh t h a t  i n  t h a t  t h e  t h i n g s  
t h a t  he s a i d  most f r e q u e n t l y  concerned t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  Hugh 
THOMPSON and h i s  people  f i r i n g  a t  t h e  American i n f a n t r y  s o l ­
d i e r s .  ! 

Q- But i n  your  mind, General  YOUNG was concerned about  
t h e  a s p e c t  of  t h e  unnecessary k i l l i n g  of  c i v i l i a n s ?  

A. Oh, y e s ,  s ir .  t 

Q - So you 've  t a l k e d  t o  General  YOUNG f o r  about  4 5  minutes.  
I want t o  r e a d  you some e x t r a c t s  o f  tes t imony from B r i g a d i e r  
General  YOUNG. General  YOUNG speaking  on WATKE1s r e p o r t ,  " H e  
d i d  n o t  s t a t e  ( i n  h i s  r e p o r t )  t h a t  h i s  p i l o t  observed any 
c i v i l i a n  c a s u a l t i e s .  There was no i n d i c a t i o n  given t o  m e  
t h a t  t h e  p i l o t  observed any dead noncombatants. I do n o t  
r e c a l l  be ing  t o l d  about  a co lo red  s e r g e a n t  f i r i n g  i n t o  a 
d i t c h  wi th  noncombatants. There was no mention made ( i n  WATKE/ 
HOLLADAY r e p o r t )  of any noncombatant c a s u a l t i e s . "  Would you 
c a r e  t o  comment on t h a t  tes t imony of  General  YOUNG? 

A. W e l l ,  I would comment on it i n  t h i s  way, s ir .  I 
r e c a l l  t h e  i n c i d e n t s  a s  I s t a t e d  them h e r e  on s e v e r a l  oc­
cas ions .  I s t i l l  f e e l  t he  same way. 

Q The unnecessary and i n d i s c r i m i n a t e  k i l l i n g  of c i ­
v i l i a n s  w a s  d i s c u s s e d ,  and was d i scussed  i n  d e t a i l  a t  t h a t  
meeting? 

A. I t  most c e r t a i n l y  was d i scussed .  I d o n ' t  know t h a t  
I can d e f i n e  " i n  d e t a i l " .  I f  you mean by t h a t  who was shoot­
i n g  whom and s p e c i f i c a l l y  how many and s p e c i f i c a l l y  geograph­
i c a l l y  where and i n  t h a t  s o r t  of d e t a i l ,  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  it. 
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Q. I mean t h e  f a c t  t h a t  it d i d  happen and t h e  f a c t  
t h a t  t h e r e  was a l a r g e  number. You were t a l k i n g  about 120, 
I b e l i e v e ?  -­

A. Y e s ,  sir.  

Q - Those two-­

A. Y e s ,  sir.  

Q- ( ~ n t e r p o s i n g )  I tems o f  in format ion .  Okay now, t h e  nex t  
day--did you g e t  any i n s t r u c t i o n s  from General  YOUNG a t  t h a t  t i m e  
Did he say  anyth ing  t h a t  he was going t o  do? Did he g i v e  any 
i n d i c a t i o n  of  what he was going t o  do? For example, go down 
t o  D o t t i e  and t a l k  t o  BARKER? 

A. W e l l ,  up u n t i l  t h e  t ime I saw F r e d ' s  l e t t e r ,  I 
thought  t h a t  he had. I thought  t h a t  h i s  i n s t r u c t i o n s  t o  meet 
him a t  LZ D o t t i e  had occur red  t h a t  morning, b u t  a f t e r  s e e i n g  
Major WATKE's l e t t e r  c o n t r a r y  t o  t h a t ,  it occur red  t h e  f o l ­
lowing day. So t h e  answer t o  your  q u e s t i o n  a s  t o  whether he 
i s s u e d  any d i r e c t i o n s  a t  t h a t  t ime ,  I d o n ' t  remember him 
doing t h i s .  I j u s t  d o n ' t  remember. 

Q. Okay, you r e p o r t e d  t o  your  commander. Your r a t i n g  
o f f i c e r  w a s  General  YOUNG? 

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q. Did you f e e l  a t  t h i s  t ime t h a t  t h i s  t h i n g  t h a t  you 
had agonized over  wi th  Major WATKE, t h i s  p o t e n t i a l  war cr ime,  
r e g a r d l e s s  of  whether you thought  of it i n  t h o s e  terms--may 
I ask what you thought  had happened? What were t h e  word 
images i n  your mind, t h e  image i n  Major WATKE1s mind of what 
had t r a n s p i r e d  a t  My La i  ( 4 )  ? Murder, a t r o c i t y ,  massacre,  
war cr ime,  a c c i d e n t a l  shoo t ing?  J u s t  what was i n  your  minds 
as t o  what w a s  t a k i n g  p l ace .  

A.  I would have t o  use  t h e  word "murder," I b e l i e v e .  

Q- So t h e r e  had been murder done. I n  your  mind, t h e r e  
had been murder done i n  My La i  ( 4 )  on 16 March. 

A. Y e s ,  sir.  

Q- And you f e e l  t h a t  you had conveyed t h i s  t o  your  
commander, General  YOUNG? 

A. No q u e s t i o n  i n  my mind. 
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10: Colonel  HOLLADAY, a t  t h e  t i m e  you went i n  d i d  you 
go i n  w i th  t h e  e x p l i c i t  purpose of s e e i n g  General  YOUNG, o r  
had you in tended  t o  t a l k  t o  General  KOSTER? 

A. No, sir.  I went up wi th  t h e  s p e c i f i c  purpose of  
s e e i n g  General  YOUNG who w a s  my immediate s u p e r i o r .  

Q Did you ask anyth ing  about s e e i n g  General  KOSTER? 

A. No, s ir .  

Q You i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  General  YOUNG, when you t o l d  
him t h e  s t o r y ,  a l though he recognized t h e  f a c t  t h a t  
t h e r e  had been k i l l i n g  of c i v i l i a n s  and s o  on,  one of  t h e  
t h i n g s  t h a t  concerned him perhaps a l i t t l e  more was t h e  
f a c t  of Americans p o s s i b l y  shoo t ing  a t  Americans. I n  t h i s  
c o n f r o n t a t i o n ,  what you were t a l k i n g  about ,  d i d  he ask f o r  
t h e  d e t a i l s  of what a c t u a l l y  took p l a c e  o r  what caused t h e  
con f ron ta t ion?  Did he  ask anyth ing  about t h a t ?  

A. S i r ,  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  any s p e c i f i c  i n t e r j e c t i o n s  on 
h i s  p a r t  i n  t h e  r e l a t i n g  of a s t o r y  of t h i s  k ind.  There 
were s e v e r a l  "How's t h a t " ,  "What do you mean by t h a t " ,  and 
then  going back.  I t  wasn ' t  t o l d  i n  t h e  s ense  t h a t  Major 
WATKE w a s  r ead ing  it from a s c r i p t  u n i n t e r r u p t e d .  The on ly  
s p e c i f i c  words t h a t  I remember General  YOUNG s t a t i n g  t h a t  
morning was, "We d o n ' t  want Americans shoo t ing  Americans." 
Those were h i s  p r e c i s e  words. 

Q The reason  I ' m  a l i t t l e  concerned about  t h i s ,  and 
1'11 be very hones t  w i th  you, i s  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  a t  t h e  p r e s e n t  
moment, and I c a n ' t  speak what h i s  r e c o l l e c t i o n  was then ,  
what Major WATKE knew of t h e  s i t u a t i o n ,  b u t  a s  he would re te l l  
t h e  s i t u a t i o n  today ,  it i s  v a s t l y  d i f f e r e n t  from t h e  f a c t s .  I n .  
a  s ense ,  h e ' s  g o t  t h e  g e n e r a l  t h r u s t  of t h e  s t o r y .  But 
what e x a c t l y  t r a n s p i r e d ,  how many landings  of h e l i c o p t e r s  
were involved ,  what r e a l l y  took p l a c e ,  it appears  t o  me 
t h a t  he never  d i d  have t h e  s t o r y .  

A. Th is  i s  Major WATKE you a r e  t a l k i n g  about? 

Q. Major WA'I'KE t h a t ' s  r i g h t .  He unders tands  t h a t  a 
h e l i c o p t e r ,  a gunship,  f lew some people  o u t .  But a s  f a r  a s  what 
r e a l l y  took p l a c e  t h e r e  on t h e  ground between whoever it was that 
THOMPSON t a l k e d  t o  and s o  f o r t h ,  and o t h e r  l and ings  by t h e  
H - 2 3  i n  p l a c e s ,  h e ' s  very fuzzy on t h a t .  I ' m  j u s t  wondering 
about a g e n e r a l  o f f i c e r  s i t t i n g  t h e r e  and ask ing  q u e s t i o n s ,  
"Well, what s p e c i f i c a l l y  happened?" Were you and Major WATKE 
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a b l e  t o  respond t o  a l l  t h e s e  q u e s t i o n s ?  Was it mentioned 
t h a t  a gunship had landed i n  f r o n t  of t h e  American f o r c e s  and,  
i n  f a c t ,  p icked up a group of  Vietnamese c i v i l i a n s  a n d ' f l e w  
them t o  t h e  r e a r  o r  t o  t h e  west  t o  s a f e t y ?  

A. S i r ,  it may have been mentioned a t  t h a t  meeting.  
I d o n ' t  r e c a l l .  

Q W e l l ,  then t h i s  comes down t o  t h e  p o i n t .  What was 
the  c o n f r o n t a t i o n  then? Why were Americans shoo t ing  a t  Amer­
icans?  

A. The c o n f r o n t a t i o n  was, as I can r e c a l l  it, prompt­
ed by Warrant O f f i c e r  Hugh THOMPSON w i t n e s s i n g  t h e  k i l l i n g  o f  
c i v i l i a n s .  The i n c i d e n t  i n  t h e  d i t c h ,  a s  I fo l low t h e  sequence 
of e v e n t s ,  preceded t h e  people  i n  t h e  cave and h i s  t e l l i n g  t h e  
American o f f i c e r  t h a t  i f  they  advanced on t h e  people  i n  t h e  
cave he would f i r e  upon them. 

Q - This  i s  t h e  h a r d e s t  s t o r y  t o  g e t  o u t .  THOMPSON 
i s  very r e l u c t a n t  t o  t e l l  e x a c t l y  what he d id  because h e  
d o e s n ' t  want t o  say  he had t h e  machineguns on them e i t h e r .  
We%e had q u i t e  a b i t  of test imony which would i n d i c a t e  t h a t  
both  of h i s  gunners were on t h e  s ler t ,  t h e r e  is no q u e s t i o n  about 
t h a t ,  t o  p r o t e c t  THOMPSON from e i t h e r  t h e  f r ~ e n d l i e so r  t h e  
enemy? This  was t h e  p o i n t  r i g h t ?  This was made c l e a r  t o  General  
YOUNG. I n  o r d e r  t o  cover  THOMPSON whi l e  he was t h e r e  t o  g e t  
t h e s e  people  o u t  of t h e  cave,  h i s  gun crews on h i s  h e l i c o p t e r  
were on t h e  ready.  

A. I d o n ' t  know t h a t  t h a t  was s t a t e d  a s  such b u t  it 
w a s  c e r t a i n l y  impl ied .  H e  s a i d ,  "I w i l l  f i r e  upon you,"  o r  
words t o  t h a t  e f f e c t .  The on ly  t h i n g  t h a t  he had t o  f i r e  
wi th  was t h e  guns t h a t  were c a r r i e d  by t h e  crew c h i e f  and t h e  
doorgunner on t h e  H-23. 

Q W e l l ,  a ga in ,  t h a t  ' s  n o t  q u i t e  r i g h t  e i t h e l - because 
he had two gunships up t h e r e .  

A. T h a t ' s  t r u e .  My acceptance of  t h e  s t o r y  was what 
he had on board h i s  h e l i c o p t e r .  I j u s t  d o n ' t  r e c a l l  t h e  i s s u e  
of t h e  gunships be ing  envolved. 

Q Did ~ a j o kWA,TKE i n d i c a t e  t h a t  t h e s e  c i v i l i a n s  
had been k i l l e d  by a r t i l l e r y  f i r e  o r  gunships ,  o r  was t h e  
i m p l i c a t i o n  t h a t  they had been k i l l e d  by ground f o r c e s ?  

A. The i m p l i c a t i o n  t o  me w a s  very c l e a r ,  t h a t  t hey  had 
been k i l l e d  by t h e  ground f o r c e s  w i th  sma l l  a r m s  f i r e .  
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Q A t  any t ime du r ing  your  d i s c u s s i o n s  wi th .  Major 
WATKE, e i t h e r  t h e  nicjht b e f o r e  o r  subseql;.ent t i m e s ,  d i d  he  
eve r  d i s c u s s  what he  hea rd  i n  t r ansmis s ions  ove r  t h e  a i r  t h a t  
morning? We now have it f a i r l y  w e l l  e s t a b l i s h e d  t h a t  he 
w a s  f l y i n g  up u n t i l  about  1000. Subsequent t o  t h a t  t i m e ,  a f ­
t e r  r e t u r n i n g  t o  LZ D o t t i e ,  he was i n  t h e  van o r  around t h e  
TOC t h e r e .  Did he t a l k  t o  you a t  a l l  about s e e i n g  anyth ing ,  
p e r s o n a l l y ,  on t h e  ground o r  h e a r i n g  anyth ing  coming i n  ove r  
t h e  r a d i o ?  

A. I f  he  d i d ,  s i r ,  I d o n ' t  remember it. 

Q This  s t o r y  i s  b a s i c a l l y  what you t o l d  b e f o r e ,  
Colonel  HOLLADAY, Of cou r se ,  w e  t a l k e d  t o  you i n  December. 
Q u i t e  a b i t  of i n fo rma t ion  concerning My L a i  came o u t  i n  .late 
September and October.  Is t h e r e  any p o s s i b i l i t y  t h a t  p a r t  of  
t h e  memory t h a t  you have has  been in f luenced  by some o f  t h e  
t h i n g s  you may have r ead  i n  t h e  newspaper o r  hea rd  over  t h e  
r a d i o  o r  v i a  t e l e v i s i o n  o r  by any o t h e r  means? 

A.  I ' d  l i k e  t o  t h i n k  n o t ,  s i r .  T h a t ' s  n o t  t o t a l l y  
t r u e .  I had f o r g o t t e n  THOMPSON'S nai-i~e. 1 do l i ' t  know i f  I 
r ead  it i n  t h e  paper  o r  you mentioned it when I came back 
h e r e ,  b u t  I had f o r g o t t e n  h i s  name. But t h e  even t s  zts I 
r e c a l l  them from t h e  t ime WATRE came t o  me and from t h a t  
p o i n t  on, I d o n ' t  t h i n k ,  have been co lo red  by-­

Q ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  You d o n ' t  t h i n k  your  impress ions  have 
been co lo red  one way o r  ano the r .  To g e t  back t o  t h e  s p e c i f i c  
q u e s t i o n ,  your impress ion whether t h e  c i v i l i a n s  were k i l l e d  by 
a r t i l l e r y  o r  gunships o r  whether they  had been k i l l e d  by ground 
f i r e .  

A.  No, s i r ,  I d o n ' t  b e l i v e  so .  C e r t a i n l y  I ' v e  t r i e d  
n o t  t o  l e t  it. 

Q. I n  this d i s c u s s i o n  t h a t  you had wi th  Major WATKE-­
whether o r  n o t  t h i s  took p l a c e  w i t h  General  YOUNG i s  m a t e r i a l  
b u t  it has  n o t  t h e  same degree  of relevance--did he  men­
t i o n  anyth ing  a t  a l l  about  THOMPSON, du r ing  t h e  e a r l y  p a r t  of  
t h e  morning, popping smoke on wounded i n d i v i d u a l s  n o r t h  of 
Highway 521 and t r y i n g  t o  g e t  medical  a s s i s t a n c e  f o r  them? 

A. I f  he d i d ,  I d o n ' t  remember it. 

C2 Did he mention anyth ing  a t  a l l  about  a c a p t a i n  
shoo t ing  a woman a f t e r  t h e  h e i i c o p t e r  had hovered ove r  and 
p u l l e d  back away from t h i s  woman? 

A.  Again, s i r ,  i f  it w a s  mentioned, I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  
t h a t  p a r t  of t h e  conversae ion ,  no. 
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MR MACCRATE : Colonel HOLLADAY, I ' d  l i k e  t o  go back t o  your 
going i n t o  headquarters  t h a t  morning. I t  i s  somewhat d i f f i ­
c u l t  t o  d i s t i n g u i s h  one a r r i v a l  i n  headquar ters  from another  
a r r i v a l  i n  headquarters .  We have r e c e n t l y  been i n  t h e  head­
q u a r t e r s  bu i ld ing  i n  Chu Lai and we know t h e  genera l  arrange ­
ment of i t ,  and how as  you g e t  i n t o  the  c e n t e r  p o r t i o n  of t h e  
b u i l d i n g ,  having en te red  from t h e  parade ground, you have an 
a rea  where t h e r e  a r e  a couple of desks a t  which an a i d e  o r  a 
c l e r k  s a t ,  and t o  t h e  l e f t  you have t h e  ADC. General YOUNG'S 
o f f i c e  would have been t h e r e  a t  t h a t  time t o  t h e  r i g h t .  

A. No, s i r ,  h i s  o f f i c e  was t h e  next  one down. 

8 This is a f t e r  you g e t  i n t o  t h e  c e n t e r  of t h e  bui ld ­
i n g ,  having moved i n .  A s  you came i n ,  you had Colonel GALLO­
WAY . f i r s t ,  and then  beyond t h a t  General  YOUNG on t h e  l e f t .  

A. Yes , sir .  

& And then  t o  t h e  r i g h t ,  oppos i te  General YOUNG, s a t  
Colonel PARSON'S c f f i c e .  

A. Right.  

Q. I would j u s t  i n q u i r e ,  do you have any r e c o l l e c t i o n  o f  
any conversat ions t h a t  you may have had p r i o r  t o  e n t e r i n g  t h e  
room t o  speak wi th  General YOUNG? Of meet ing,  f o r  example, 
S p e c i a l i s t  HILL who was Colonel PARSON 's s e c r e t a r y  a t  t h a t  
time? 

A. I may have s a i d  something l i k e  " I s  t h e  genera l  i n ? " ,  
o r  something l i k e  t h a t ,  b u t  he had a l i t t l e  window i n  h i s  
door and I could look through t h e  window. I f  he wasn ' t  on 
the  te lephone,  I ' d  j u s t  go on i n .  I had done t h a t  on many oc­
cas ions .  I may have s a i d  something t o  H I L L ,  "Is t h e  genera l  
i n ? " ,  o r  something l i k e  t h a t ,  and looked i n t o  t h e  window and 
j u s t  gone on i n .  A s  I r e c a l l ,  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  saying  anything 
t o  HILL.  

Q. Do you have any r e c o l l e c t i o n  of speaking with any­
one e l s e  such as  Colonel PARSON a t  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  time? 

A. No, sir. I do not .  

Q So f a r  as  you can r e c a l l ,  was t h e r e  anyone e l s e  
p r e s e n t  when you spoke t o  General YOUNG? 

A. There was no one e l s e  p r e s e n t .  
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Q. J u s t  t h e  t h r e e  of  you were i n  General  YOUNG'S 
o f f i c e ?  

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

MR WALSH: One q u e s t i o n ,  Colonel .  When Major WATKE r e p o r t e d  
t o  you, d i d  he i n d i c a t e  t o  you t h i s  was a s t o r y  t h a t  he had heard 
from a s i n g l e  p i l o t ?  Do you r e c a l l  whether he gave you any 
in format ion  about  t a l k i n g  t o  any o t h e r  of t h e  personne l  i n  
t h e  u n i t ,  anybody t h a t  was w i th  THOMPSON o r  anybody else who 
was f l y i n g  t h a t  day? 

A. He had r ece ived  b i t s  and p i e c e s  of i n fo rma t ion  
from o t h e r  people  who I c a n ' t  i d e n t i f y  a t  t h i s  t i m e  a s  a r e s u l t  
of t h a t  conve r sa t ion .  Again, I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  any s p e c i f i c s  
of what o t h e r  people  gave. 

Q. Well,  do you r e c a l l  whether you asked Major 
WATKE whether t h i s  might be  j u s t  one young p i l o t  who d i d n ' t  
unders tand what he was see ing?  Do you r e c a l l  whether Major 
WATKE gave you any i n d i c a t i o n  t h a t  t h e r e  was c o r r o b o r a t i o n  
of THOMPSON ' s s t o r y  w i t h  o t h e r  people?  

A. Yes, s i r ,  t h e r e  was c o r r o b o r a t i o n  from o t h e r  peo­
p l e .  J u s t  who they  a r e  o r  what they  d i d  as a r e s u l t  of Fred 
WATKE's s t o r y  t o  m e ,  I c a n ' t  r e c a l l  t hose  d e t a i l s .  But one 
t h i n g  I .wanted t o  make s u r e  t h a t  n i g h t  was t h a t  Fred knew 
what he was t a l k i n g  about ,  and t h a t  w a s  p a r t  of it. 

Q Was t h i s  made c l e a r  t o  General  YOUNG t h e  nex t  day? 

A. Was t h e  f a c t  t h a t  o t h e r  people  had t a l k e d  t o  Fred 
b e s i d e s  M r .  THOMPSON made c l e a r ?  

Q- Yes, t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h i s  s t o r y  be ing  r e l a t e d  w a s  
n o t  an e n t i r e i y  u n s u b s t a n t i a t e d  v e r s i o n  of on? p i l o t ?  

A. Y e s ,  it would have had t o  have been.  I n  t h i s  s e n s e ,  
it w a s  t h e  same s t o r y  t h a t  Fred t o l d  me t h e  preced ing  even­
i n g ,  e s s e n t i a l l y  t h e  same s t o r y .  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  it be ing  
s p e c i f i c a l l y  l a i d  o u t :  M r .  THOMPSON s a i d  t h i s ,  M r .  so-
and-so s a i d  t h i s ,  t h e  doorgunner s a i d  t h i s .  Of cou r se ,  i n  
t h e  r e l a t i n g  of t h e  s t o r y ,  o t h e r  people  were mentioned. Again, 
who they were and s p e c i f i c a l l y  how they  f i t  i n t o  t h e  s t o r y ,  
I d o n ' t  know. 

10: Can you remember some of t h e s e  names? Did h e  
mention a M r .  MILLIANS? 

(HOLLADAY) 86 APP T-12 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 
 

A. I d o n ' t  remember t h i s  as p a r t  of t h a t  conversa t ion ,  
sir. 

Q. BROWN or BAKER? 

A. H e r e  aga in ,  s i r ,  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  it coming ou t  of 
t h a t  conversat ion.  I knew t h e s e  people and I j u s t  d o n ' t  re­
c a l l  t h e i r  names as p a r t  of t h e  conversat ion.  

Q How about LIVINGSTON, Captain LIVINGSTON? 

A. S i r ,  I j u s t  c a n ' t  say .  

Q One t h a t ' s  an unusual name, M r .  CULVERHOUSE. 

A. H e r e  again I knew CULVERHOUSE and knew of h i s  work. 
Whether he mentioned h i s  name t h a t  n i g h t  o r  n o t  I j u s t  c a n ' t  
r e c a l l .  

Q - Did you ever  t a l k  t o  any of  t h e s e  people t h a t  I ' v e  
mentioned? 

A. About t h i s  i n c i d e n t ?  

Q Y e s .  

A. N o ,  . s ir .  

Q- Do you ever  r e c a l l  t a l k i n g  t o  CULVERHOUSE sub­
sequent  t o  t h i s  t ime? 

A. . About t h i s  i n c i d e n t ?' 

Q - N o ,  about anything. 

A. W e l l ,  s i r ,  I ' m  s u r e  I d i d ,  b u t  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  t h e  
d e t a i l s  of what it was about. I probably s a w  him during t h e  
course of t h e  day. 

Q. Did THOMPSON mention h i s  c r e w  ch ie f  and doorgunner, 
ANDREOTTA and COLBURN? 

A.  I ' m  s u r e  he d i d ,  s i r ,  b u t  again as a r e s u l t  of t h a t  
conversa t ion ,  I don ' t r e c a l l .  

LTC BAUER: Colonel HOLLADAY, would you g ive  m e  again about 
what t i m e  Major WATKE repor ted  t o  you on t h e  16 th?  

A. A s  I r e c a l l ,  i t  w a s  around 10 o 'c lock a t  n igh t .  
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Q Did you ask him f o r  any explanat ion  on why he had 
delayed t h e  r e p o r t  from t h e  t ime he knew of it u n t i l  t h a t  l a t e  
i n  t h e  evening? 

A. Well, it never en te red  my mind, b u t  I wasn ' t  t h e r e .  
Whether he t r i e d  t o  g e t  hold  of me p rev ious ly ,  I do not  know. 

Q. Did he exp la in  t o  you anything t h a t  he had done, 
anyone e l s e  he had repor ted  t o  i n  the  in te r im?  

A. Not t h a t  I can r e c a l l .  

Q Do you know i f  anyone i n  Task.Force Barker knew of  
these  charges? 

A. A t  t h a t  t ime? On t h a t  n i g h t ,  whel3ier they  knew it 
o r  not?  

Q This i s  c o r r e c t .  

A. I d o n ' t  know. 

Q A s  f a r  as you know, they  could have gone from t h e  
16 th  u n t i l  t h e  meeting of t h e  f i v e  before  anybody i n  t h a t  
t a sk  fo rce  knew of t h e  a l l e g a t i o n s  t h a t  t h e  a v i a t i o n  ba t ­
t a l i o n  was making a g a i n s t  them. 

A. A s  f a r  a s  I know, t h a t  could very e a s i l y  b e ,  yes .  

Q Did you t a k e  any a c t i o n  t o  n o t i f y  anyone e l s e ?  
  
What I ' m  t r y i n g  t o  do i s  r e f r e s h  you memory. J u s t  p u t  
  
yourse l f  back a t  t h a t  t ime,  a t  t h a t  p lace .  These a r e  some 
 

- p r e t t y  s e r i o u s  a l l e g a t i o n s .  I ' m  thinking.  t h a t  a t  t h a t  time 
. you would be concerned about who knew about t h e s e  th ings .  

It would seem n o m a l  t o  me t h a t  you would ques t ion  WATKE on 
t h i s  o r  t ake  some a c t i o n  yourse l f?  

A. Well, i f  I asked him about it I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  it. 

Here again ,  by t h e  time we g o t  through t a l k i n g ,  it was about mid­

n i g h t  on t h e  16th .  I e l e c t e d  t o  wa i t  u n t i l  t h e  fol lowing morn­

i n g  t o  t e l l  General YOUNG. The dec i s ion  I had t o  make a t  

t h a t  time was whether t o  wake him up o r  wai t  u n t i l  t h e  morn­

i n g ,  and I waited u n t i l  t h e  morning. 


Q I ' m  th ink ing  then  again about t h e  next  day, t h e  
e n t i r e  day. You went through the  e n t i r e  next  day wi thout  
anyone b u t  General  YOUNG knowing. A s  a normal cour tesy ,  did-
n ' t  you expect  t o  extend t h i s  information t o  a commander that 
you worked with every day? 
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A. I never mentioned t h i s  i n c i d e n t  t o  anyone else 
except  General YOUNG and t h e  ch ie f  of s t a f f  t h a t  day. 

COL MILLER: Is t h i s  meeting wi th  General YOUNG one t h a t  you 
can v i s u a l i z e ,  r e c a l l  c l e a r l y  who's where and d e t a i l s  
more than  i n  o t h e r  meetings? 

A. Who was s i t t i n g  where? 

Q* Some meetings,  some th ings  come t o  mind c l e a r l y .  
Is t h i s  one where you have t h a t  f e e l i n g  t h a t  you can r e c a l l  
q u i t e  c l e a r l y .  

A .  A s  I r e c a l l ,  General YOUNG was s i t t i n g  a t  h i s  
desk. 

&. I d i d n ' t  need t h e  d e t a i l s .  I ' m  j u s t  g e n e r a l l y  
wondering i f  t h i s  i s  one t h a t  you f i x  a s  being more than a  
rou t ine  meeting? 

A. Well, Ic e r t a i n l y  considered i t  t o  be more than 
r o u t i n e  . 
Q You s a i d  t h a t  General YOUNG had expressed h i s  con­
cern .  Could you t e l l  us a l i t t l e  i n  what way he expressed i t ?  
H i s  a c t i o n s ,  h i s  words? 

A. Well, t h e  phrase ,  "We d o n ' t  want Americans shoot ing  
Americans," was voiced by General YOUNG. I r e c a l l  t h a t  spec i ­
f i c a l l y .  The o t h e r  ways you i n t e r p r e t  concern a r e ,  "Oh, my 
God." And t h e  expression on a man's f a c e ,  th ings  of t h a t  na­
t u r e  which were s t a t e d  o r  shown t o  me dur ing  t h e  course of 
t h i s  conversa t ion .  

Q. There were two main s u b j e c t s .  I ' l l  c a l l  them t h e  
conf ron ta t ion  and t h e  r e p o r t  of k i l l i n g s .  You i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  
h i s  main concern was i n  r e s p e c t  t o  t h e  confronta t ion .  Did 
you n o t i c e  any p a r t i c u l a r  concern over  t h e  r e p o r t  of k i l l i n g s ?  

A. Yes, s i r .  I t h i n k  Colonel FRANKLIN asked t h a t  
ques t ion .  There i s  no ques t ion  i n  my mind t h a t  he was con­
cerned over  t h e  k i l l i n g s .  However he was much more concerned 
over t h e  prospect  of Americans shoot ing  Americans. I r e c a l l  
very c l e a r l y  t h a t  i t  s o r t  of s u r p r i s e d  me because I had it j u s t  
t h e  o t h e r  way around i n  my mind. 

Q. You s a i d  you had been i n  t h e r e  f o r  about 4 5  minutes? 
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A. A s  I r e c a l l  it was probably a l l  of t h a t .  

Q I th ink  we've been i n  t h i s  s e s s i o n  almost 4 5  
minutes.  We've had a chance t o  go over q u i t e  a few de­
t a i l s .  Did Major WATKE do most of the  t a l k i n g ?  

A. . H e  d i d  a l l  t h e  t a l k i n g .  

Q. . .With ques t ions  being i n t e r j e c t e d ?  

A. . Yes, s ir .  

Q When you f i n i s h e d  wi th  your r e p o r t i n g ,  d i d  
General YOUNG g ive  any i n d i c a t i o n  t o  you t h a t  he intended 
t o  take  some f u r t h e r  a c t i o n  on e i t h e r  of t h e s e  mat ters?  

A. I ' m  s u r e  he d i d  because I was s a t i s f i e d  wi th  t h e  
in terv iew.  P rec i se ly  what t h a t  was--I c a n ' t  r e c a l l  whether he  
s a i d ,  "Okay, I ' l l  t ake  ca re  of t h i s  . I '  There was ample indica ­
t i o n  t o  me t h a t  w e  had done t h e  r i g h t  t h i n g ,  t h a t  it was i n  
the  hands of t h e  command s e c t i o n  now, and it would be taken 
ca re  o f .  

Q. Did he make any telephone c a l l s ,  o r  c a l l  anybody 
i n  during t h e  time he had t h i s  in te rv iew w i t h  you? 

A. I don' t remember him doing so.  

Q - Was it your f e e l i n g  a t  t h e  time you l e f t  then t h a t  
General YOUNG would probably t a k e  some s o r t  of a c t i o n  n o t  
only on t h e  conf ron ta t ions ,  b u t  t h a t  he a l s o  would t a k e  some 
a c t i o n  on i n q u i r i n g  i n t o  t h e  k i l l i n g s .  Not t h a t  you knew he 
was going t o ,  bu t  was t h i s  your impression, t h a t  he was con­
cerned enough t o  do so? 

A. Yes, sir.  It was my impression again t h a t  we had 
brought the  s t o r y  t o  him and he was going t o ' t a k e  c a r e  of it. 

Q- YOU d i d n ' t  know how? 

A. ,I d i d n ' t  know how and I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  him saying  any­
t h ing  s p e c i f i c a l l y .  

COL FRANKLIN: Colonel HOLLADAY, we k e  going t o  go back on 
some of t h i s  s t u f f  t h a t  M r .  WALSH and General PEERS t a l k e d  
about w i t h  r e s p e c t  t o  t a l k i n g  t o  people. Now, Major WATKE 
comes t o  you with these  very grave a l l e g a t i o n s .  I n  f a c t ,  it 
i s  midnight when he l e a v e s ,  and i t ' s  understandably d i f f i c u l t  

(HOLLADAY) 90 APP T-12 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 




FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

t o  go s t a r t  t a l k i n g  t o  t h e  people t h a t  p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  t h i s  
th ing  t h a t  n i g h t .  The next  morning, e a r l y ,  you a r e  t a l k i n g  t o  
General YOUNG. You've g o t  a l l  day of t h e  17 th  p r i o r  t o  t h i s  meetin 
on t h e  18th  i n  which Major WATKE i s  going t o  r e p e a t  t h i s  
s t o r y  before  the  e n t i r e  chain of command, t h e  b a t t a l i o n  
through t h e  ADC l e v e l .  You a r e  phys ica l ly  based r i g h t  across  
t h e  s t r i p  from where your B Company was? 

A. The aero-scout company w e  c a l l e d  i t  a t  t h a t  t h e .  

Q. These people were convenient ly handy, and w i t h  t h e  
ser iousness  of these  accus t ions ,  I 'm th inking  of a normal 
r e a c t i o n .  You were going t o  g e t  a l o t  of s t a t i c  on t h i s ,  you 
were going t o  have those commanders down t h e r e  b e a t i n g  t h e  
t a b l e  and saying t h i s  d i d n ' t  happen. I t  would seem normally 
prudent  t o  be well-armed. Being well-armed means having 
s t a t ements ,  i n  e f f e c t ,  from wi tnesses .  This was t h e  b e s t  ammun­
i t i o n  you could have. Why d i d n ' t  you go down and t a l k  t o  some 
of t h e s e  aero-scout people? 

A. Well ,  i n  t h e  f i r s t  p l a c e ,  I d i d n ' t  f e e l  t h a t  it 
was my job a t  t h a t  time. And i n  t h e  second p l a c e ,  events  a t  
t h i s  time i n  Vietnam were occurr ing  very rap id ly .  The p o i n t  
i s ,  t h e r e  were a g r e a t  many o t h e r  t h i n g s  t h a t  had t o  be done. 
With t h a t  s o r t  of  r a t i o n a l e ,  I d i d n ' t  t a l k  t o  anyone about i t .  

Q It wasn ' t  your job. What do you mean i t  wasn ' t  
your job? You were t h e  b a t t a l i o n  commander. I n  what r e s p e c t  
was i t  no t  your job? 

A. Well, I f igured  i f  they  were going t o  i n v e s t i g a t e  
i t ,  it would n o t  be me i n v e s t i g a t i n g  it. 

Q Were you s u r e  enough of t h i s  t h i n g  when WATKE t o l d  
you? Were you s u r e  i n  your mind t h a t  WATKE had h i s  f a c t s  s t r a i g h t  
and could back them up? 

A. Yes, sir.  I had g r e a t  f a i t h  i n  Major WATKE and 
knew without  a shadow of a doubt t h a t  he would never have 
come t o  me had he no t  been convinced something was awfully 
awry down t h e r e  t h a t  day. 

Q Again, g e t t i n g  back t o  M r .  WALSH's ques t ion ,  it 
was not  a  ques t ion  of one guy running i n  and saying  something. 
It was information Major WATKE had der ived  from s e v e r a l  sources?  

A. Yes, s ir .  

Q You had t h a t  impression? 
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A. Y e s ,  sir.  

Q. I n  your previous testimony, you have confirmed 
this. There i s  one t h i n g  I would l i k e  f o r  you t o  c l e a r  up 
f o r  u s  again.  -You s a i d  you never t a lked  t o  anyone e l s e  about 
the  opera t ion  of My Lai  ( 4 ) .  

"Q .  For example, d i d  you e v e r  t a l k  t o  your crews, 
f o r  example, the warrant  o f f i c e r s ,  THOMPSON, MILLIANS 
and CULVERHOUSE, o r  Captain LIVINGSTON, any of these  
people? 

"A. No, sir. 

"Q. Did you ever  t a l k  t o  any of t h e  s t a f f  of t h e  
23d Divis ion ,  t h e  s t a f f  judge advocate,  fox example, 
the S J A  and t h e  I G .  

"A. N O ,  sir.  

"Q. Can you th ink  of anybody e l s e  you t a l k e d  to?"  

"A. NO, s ir .  

"Q. Did you ever  t a l k  t o  your p i l o t s ,  your corn­
anders ,  o r  your aero-scout u n i t  t o  o b t a i n  addi- 
t i o n a l  information? 

"A. No, s i r ,  I d i d n ' t . "  

I n  your C I D  s ta tement  of 1 0  December, which was r e a l l y  one 
day a f t e r  you made t h e  s ta tement  about never t a l k i n g  t o  any­
body e l s e  about t h e  My Lai ( 4 )  s i t u a t i o n ,  you were asked this 
ques t ion  : 

"Q. Do you have knowledge of a d d i t i o n a l  p i l o t s  
who might have witnessed t h e  a l l eged  i n c i d e n t ?  

. ': 

"A. Yes, t h e r e  a r e  o t h e r  p i l o t s  t h a t  confirm 
Warrant Of f i ce r  THOMPSON'S r e p o r t ,  however, I do 
no t  know t h e i r  names." 

What were you r e f e r r i n g  t o  when you answered t h a t  ques t ion?  
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A. I presume I was r e f e r r i n g  t o  t h e  r e p o r t  f r o m  
Major WATKE i n  which o t h e r  people  w e r e  mentioned,  t h e  names 
of whom I cannot r e c a l l .  

Q 	 But you a r e  ve ry  c l e a r  t h a t  you never  t a l k e d  t o  
anyone e l s e  as f a r  a s  your  own people  a r e  concerned about 
t h i s  i n c i d e n t ?  

A. W e l l ,  I f e e l  c e r t a i n  t h a t  I t a l k e d  t o  Colonel  
LANGSTON, my e x e c u t i v e  o f f i c e r ,  b u t  when and where and i n  
what d e t a i l ,  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l .  

Q. You a r e  very busy and t h e r e  a r e  l o t s  o f  t h i n g s  
go ing  on and w e  ' r e  n o t  go ing  t o  second guess  you,  Colonel 
HOLLADAY . However, t h i s  was a p r e t t y  monumental t h i n g .  
gain, your terms are 120 people .  I d o n ' t  r e a l l y  know what 

was going on t h a t  was perhaps more impor t an t  t han  t h a t .  
Even though you had t a l k e d  t o  General  YOUNG and assumed it 
would be i n v e s t i g a t e d ,  you have a b a t t a l i o n - s i z e d  organiza­
t i o n .  Did you col is ider  appo in t ing  your  XO o r  someone t o  
g a t h e r  i n fo rma t ion  f o r  you,  n o t  n e c c e s s a r i l y  i n v e s t i g a t e  i t  
b u t  t o  s t a r t  l i n i n g  some of t h i s  s t u f f  up f o r  you r  own pro­
t e c t i o n  i f  no th ing  e l s e ,  b u t  perhaps  more l i k e l y  t o  g e t  a good 
i d e a  i n  your  own mind a s  t o  what happened. 

A. N o ,  s i r .  I d i d n ' t .  

8. You t a l k e d  t o  General  YOUNG, and you go  down now 
on t h e  1 8 t h  t o  LZ D o t t i e ,  e a r l y  i n  t h e  morning. You, Major 

' 	 WATKE, Colonel  BARKER, Colonel HENDERSON, and General  YOUNG 
are p r e s e n t .  Would you t e l l  us now your  r e c o l l e c t i o n  o f  
this meeting.  

A. A s  I r e c a l l  t h e  sequence of  e v e n t s  a t  LZ D o t t i e ,  
I a r r i v e d  t h e r e  sometime b e f o r e  noon. I p l a c e  i t  around 
1000 o r  perhaps  e a r l i e r .  Major WATKE and I bo th  were t h e r e  
e a r l y .  W e  s t o o d  on t o p  of  the h i l l  and t a l k e d  t o  Frank 
BARKER, s m a l l  t a l k .  

Q- Not about  t h i s  i n c i d e n t ?  

A. Not about  t h i s  i n c i d e n t .  

&. Did you r a t h e r  d e l i b e r a t e l y  avoid t a l k i n g  about  t h i s ?  
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A. I be l i eve  s o ,  I b e l i e v e  so .  A t  some time subse- 
quent  t o  t h a t ,  General  YOUNG and Colonel HENDERSON a r r i v e d .  
A s  I r e c a l l ,  Colonel HENDERSON a r r i v e d  s imultaneously w i t h ,  o r  
very s h o r t l y  before  General YOUNG. They landed up on t h e  
he l ipad .  This necessated h i s  coming down i n  a jeep ,  b u t  
t h i s  has  abso lu te ly  no bear ing .  We walked up t h e  h i l l  
t o  the  he l ipad  a t  t h i s  time and we went up immediately t o  
Colonel BARKER'S q u a r t e r s .  I b e l i e v e  i t  had been an o l d  
regimental  commander's van, a l l  dug i n ,  sand-bagged r e a l l y  
w e l l ,  and down a l i t t l e  b i t  from h i s  TOC. I t  was q u i t e  small  
f o r  f i v e  people,  a s  I r e c a l l .  And I remember General YOUNG 
s i t t i n g  on my l e f t .  I th ink  he was s i t t i n g  on t h e  bed. I was 
s i t t i n g  here  and Major WATKE was h e r e .  Colonel HENDERSON was 
d i r e c t l y  across  from General YOUNG, and Frank BARKER was over  
he re .  General  YOUNG opened t h e  conversa t ion ,  o t h e r  than ,  
"Good morning," o r ,  "How a r e  you," by say ing ,  "No one knows 
about t h i s  bu t  t h e  f i v e  people i n  t h i s  room." I assumed he 
was t a l k i n g  about t h e  meeting t ak ing  p lace .  Then he turned  t o  
me and he s a i d ,  "John, go ahead". He may have s a i d  Colonel 
HOLLADAY. Whereupon I turned  t o  Fred and s a i d ,  "Major WATKE, 
would you p lease  t e l l  t h e  same s t o r y  t h a t  you t o l d  me on t h e  
n igh t  of t h e  1 6 t h ,  and t o  General YOUNG yes terday  morning?" 
Whereupon he d id  t e l l  e s s e n t i a l l y  t h e  same s t o r y  t h a t  he t o l d  
me the 16th  and t o  General YOUNG on t h e  morning of t h e  17th .  

Q. There a r e  a few s t r a n g e  t h i n g s  h e r e  before  w e  go 
any f u r t h e r .  You 'made some very s e r i o u s  accusa t ions  
a g a i n s t  Task Force Barker and a g a i n s t  t h e  1 1 t h  Brigade. You 
saw Colonel HENDERSON on the  1 7 t h ,  t o  t a l k  t o  him about 
i t ,  about the employment of t h e  aero-scout company. You 
were t a l k i n g  t o  BARKER before .  This i s  no t  mentioned. This 
i s  a  very s e r i o u s  accusa t ion  t h a t  you have made o r  a t  l e a s t  
one of your people has  made-- 

A. ( In te rpos ing)  Colonel FRANKLIN,  j u s t  a  moment, 
s i r .  I d i d n ' t  cons ider  i t  a t  t h a t  time t o  be an accusat ion.  
I considered it t o  be a r e p o r t  of information.  I d o n ' t  be- 
l i e v e  a t  any time i n  m y  mind t h a t  I placed it i n  the  para- 
meter of an accusat ion.  

Q. You have 'been  i n  t h e  Army a long t ime,  Colonel 
HOLLADAY, You're t a l k i n g  murder and t h a t  was what you 
thought i n  your mind. Now, I d o n ' t  t h i n k  t h e r e  i s  much doubt 
t h a t  you have, going t o  a genera l  o f f i c e r  and s o  informing 
him of what had been repor ted  t o  you about My Lai ( 4 ) ,  which 
concerned Colonel BARKER'S u n i t  and Colonel HENDERSON'S u n i t ,  
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t h a t  t h e s e  o f f i c e r s  a r e  going t o ,  a t  b e s t ,  have an awful l o t  of  
e x p l a i n i n g  t o  do. Major WATKE has  t e s t i f i e d  t h a t  he thought 
t h e  b a t t a l i o n  commander would be  r e l i e v e d .  So you may n o t  
want t o  c a l l  it accusa t ions- ­

A .  ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  I s a i d  a t  t h a t  t ime I d idn ' t - ­

Q • ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  You a r e  b r i n g i n g  up some very  grave  
t h i n g s  t h a t  have happened i n  t h e s e  o f f i c e r s P  u n i t .  These 
o f f i c e r s  a r e  commanders, t h e i r  u n i t s  have p o s s i b l y  committed 
a grave  a t r o c i t y  o r  murders o r  whatever  you want t o  c a l l  it. 
You have conve r sa t ions  w i t h  both. of th.ese o f f i c e r s  p r i o r  t o  
t h i s  18 March meet ing,  and you have n o t  spoken t o  e i t h e r  one 
of them about t h i s ?  

A. T h a t ' s  r i g h t .  

Q- W e l l ,  why? 

A. I t  never  e n t e r e d  my mind t o .  

Q On t o p  of  t h i s ,  t h e s e  a r e  o u t f i t s  you a r e  going t o  
be  working w i t h ,  you h a b i t u a l l y  suppor t .  These are people  
w i t h  whom you wish t o  g e t  a long  p r e t t y  w e l l .  Eve11 though 
t h i s  i n c i d e n t  happened, you s t i l l  have a d e s i r e  as a commander 
t o  ma in t a in  t h e  good w i l l  of t h e s e  commanders. This  makes 
it more s u r p r i s i n g ,  r e a l l y ,  t h a t  you d i d n ' t  go t o  BARKER, a 
contemporary, o r  Colonel  HENDERSON and s a y ,  " S i r ,  I t h i n k  
we've g o t  a b i g  problem. My people  s a w  some i n c i d e n t s .  I 
have no choice .  This  i s  what was r e p o r t e d  t o  me, I ' m  going 
t o  go s e e  General  YOUNG".  P a r t i c u l a r i y  BARKER. You're s t a n d i n g  
t h e r e  t a l k i n g  t o  BARKER, t h e r e  i s  a b r i g a d i e r  g e n e r z l  coming 
down t h a t  may r e a l l y  g e t  on him, and y o u ' r e  n o t  even forewarning 
o r  e x p l a i n i n g ?  I t ' s  r a t h e r  odd, I t h i n k  you can s e e  t h a t .  
How w e l l  d i d  you know BARKER? 

A. W e l l ,  I ' d  s een  him s e v e r a l  t i m e s ,  t a l k e d  t o  him 
on s e v e r a l  occas ions .  I d i d  n o t  know him w e l l .  I would 
never  s ay  t h a t  Frank BARKER was a buddy of mine, I ' l l  p u t  it 
l i k e  t h a t .  

Q I n  t h i s  meet ing,  when Major WATKE beg ins  unfo ld ing  
t h i s  s t o r y ,  was t h e r e  a look of  shock,  s u r p r i s e ,  o r  be ing  
s t a r t l e d  on e i t h e r  BARKER'S o r  Colonel  EiENDERSON's f ace?  

A. No, s i r .  I had t h e  f e e l i n g  they  knew what was 
coming. 
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Q. How d i d  you know t h a t ?  

A. I d o n ' t  know. I j u s t  had t h a t  f e e l i n g .  A s e n s e  
of commun~cationt h a t  people  have between each  o t h e r  w i thou t  
s ay ing  s p e c i f i c a l l y .  I j u s t  had t h a t  f e e l i n g .  

Q .How d i d  BARKER look? What was BARKER'S r e a c t i o n ?  
Did you look over  and look a t  BARKER, was he uncomfortable,  
angry? 

A. H e  was never  angry which s u r p r i s e d  m e  a l i t t l e  
b i t .  N e i t h e r  one of them were angry,  Colonel  BARKER o r  
Colonel  HENDERSON. 

Q So WATKE goes i n  and r e l a y s  t h e  s t o r y .  A s  you've 
s a i d  many t i m e s ,  you w e r e  s t r u c k  by t h e  s i m i l a r i t y  of t h e  
s t o r y  t h a t  was r e p e a t e d  by WATKE each t ime.  I assume t h e  
same s t o r y  w a s  r epea t ed?  Does WATKE g i v e  t h i s  u n i n t e r r u p t e d ?  

A .  Y e s ,  sir. More u n i n t e r r u p t e d  t h a t  t i m e ,  which 
w a s  t h e  t h i r d  t ime t h a t  he r e l a t e d  t h e  s t o r y ,  t h a n  any o f  
t h e  two preced ing  t i m e s ,  i f  n o t  t o t a l l y  u n i n t e r r u p t e d .  I 
d o n ' t  recal l  any i n t e r j e c t i o n s .  

Q. Major WATKE i s  one of your  s u b o r d i n a t e s .  Does 
he  t e l l  it l i k e  it i s ,  o r  w a s  he t r y i n g  t o  use  euphemism, f o r  
i n s t a n c e ?  Was he  t r y i n g  t o  b e  ve ry ,  very t a c t f u l  o r  w a s  he 
l a y i n g  it o u t ?  

A .  Tha t  i s  one of t h e  t h i n g s  I admired about  Fred.  
H e  t e l l s  it l i k e  i t  i s  t o  anybody. 

Q WATKE l a y s  it o u t ,  people  a r e  s i t t i n g  t h e r e ,  and I 
assume a l l  eyes  go t o  General  YOUNG. Then what happens? 
What does General  YOUNG do? 

A. I b e l i e v e  t h a t  a t  t h i s  t i m e  he a g a i n  used t h 8  
ph rase ,  "We d o n ' t  want Americans shoo t ing  Americans," and he  
tu rned  t o  Colonel  HENDERSON and s a i d ,  "I want you t o  i n v e s t i ­
g a t e  t h i s  and have it t o  me." And he s a i d  what I r e c a l l  
t o  be  a ve ry  s h o r t  p e r i o d  of  t ime ,  it was less than  72 hour s ,  
and it s t i c k s  o u t  i n  my mind because I thought  it was such 
a remarkably s h o r t  p e r i o d  of t i m e .  

Q e  This  i s  e x a c t l y  what you s a i d  t h e  l a s t  t ime ,  and 
f r a n k l y  w e  s o r t  of  g o t  hung up on " i n v e s t i g a t e  t h i s . "  You 
never  r e a l l y  exp la ined  what " t h i s "  is .  What e l s e ?  I mean, 
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he d i d n ' t  s ay  i n v e s t i g a t e  " t h i s "  d i d  h e ,  and t h e n  j u s t  l e t  
it go? What d i d  he  want s p e c i f i c a l l y  f o r  HENDERSON t o  inves ­
t i g a t e ?  d 

A.  There was no q u e s t i o n  i n  my mind what he wanted 
Colonel  HENDERSON t o  i n v e s t i g a t e .  Tha t  was t h e  s t o r y ,  t h e  
e n t i r e  s t o r y  t h a t  Major WATKE had j u s t  r e l a t e d .  When he 
s a i d ,  " I  want you t o  i n v e s t i g a t e  t h i s , "  t h e r e  i s  no th ing  else 
he could be  t a l k i n g  about excep t  t h i s  s t o r y  t h a t  Major WATKE 
had j u s t  f i n i s h e d  t e l l i n g .  

Q- Two main p o i n t s  : c o n f r o n t a t i o n  and unnecessary,  
i n d i s c r i m i n a t e  k i l l i n g ,  two t h i n g s .  

A. I n  my memory, yes .  

Q Was t h e  word " c r o s s f i r e "  e v e r  mentioned a t  t h i s  
meeting? 

A. I d o n ' t  recall  it. 

Q - D i C  Colonel  HENDERSON respond o r  t r y  t o  e x p l a i n ,  
or  s a y ,  " I ' l l  g e t  on it ," o r  " S i r ,  I ' m  shocked,"  o r  any th ing  
l i k e  t h i s ?  

A. I remember Colonel  HENDERSON be ing  ve ry  q u i e t .  

I ' m  s u r e  he acquiesced  t o  t h i s  d i r e c t i v e  i n  some way. Speci ­ 

f i c a l l y  how, o r  what words, I d o n ' t  remember. I ' m  s u r e  h e  

must have s a i d  y e s ,  b u t  he  d i d  have ve ry  l i t t l e  t o  say t h a t  

I can remember. 


10: Had I been i n  h i s  p o s i t i o n ,  hav ing  t a k e n  over  

t h e  b r i g a d e  2 days b e f o r e  t hen ,  I c a n ' t  t e l l  you what a 

s ta te  of shock I would have been i n  i f  I would have heard  

what you have i n d i c a t e d  Major WATKE t o l d  t h i s  group,  and 

t hen  I was t o l d  t o  i n v e s t i g a t e  t h e  misdeeds,  s o  t o  speak,  

of one of my u n i t s .  That  would have shocked me t o  no end. 


A. Again, s i r ,  I remember hi111b e i n g  very q u i e t .  I 

d o n ' t  remember him say ing  anyth ing  o t h e r  than- ­ 


Q . ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Did you have a f e e l i n g  t h a t  he a l ­ 

ready had some knowledge of  t h i s  b e f o r e  Major WATKE r e l a t e d  

t h i s  s t o r y ?  


A. Y e s ,  I d i d .  
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COL FRANKLIN: A t  any t i m e ,  can you r e c a l l  an  exp res s ion ,  a 
f a c i a l  o r  a v e r b a l  exp res s ion  of s u r p r i s e  o r  d i s b e l i e f  on 
t h e  p a r t  of Colonei  BARKER o r  Colonel  HENDERSON? 

A. No, s i r ,  I cannot.  

Q - Was t h e  atmosphere of t h i s  t h i n g  p r e t t y  bus ines s ­
l i k e ?  How w a s  General  YOUNG? Was he  s o r t  of  t e n s e ?  H e  
would s e t  t h e  t e n o r ,  t h e  atmosphere of  t h i s .  What was t h e  
t e n o r  of t h i s  meeting,  t h e  s en t imen t s ,  t h e  a t t i t u d e s  of  t h e  
people  involved?  How was i t ?  

A. I t  was c e r t a i n l y  s e r i o u s ,  and I t h i n k  you can 
say  deadly s e r i o u s .  I d o n ' t  remember General  YOUNG i n t e r ­
j e c t i n g  a t  any t i m e  when Major WAYKE was t a l k i n g .  Again, 
i n  t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  conve r sa t ion ,  I d o n ' t  reinember any i n t e r ­
j e c t i n g  from s t a r t  t o  f i n i s h .  

Q Generals  sometimes g i v e  l i t t l e  b i t s  of  t h e i r  
f e e l i n g s  o r  t h e i r  g u i d e l i n e s .  Did General  YOUNG say  any­
t h i n g  l i k e  "This i s  a t e r r i b l e  t h i n g ,  we j u s t  c a n ' t  have 
th ings  l i k e  t h i s ,  " o r  "This has  been a shock t o  m e ,  " o r  g i v e  
a l i t t l e  t a l k  about  t h e  t r e a t m e n t  of t h e  Vietnamese and t h i s  
t y p e  of t h i n g .  Did h e  exp res s  any of  h i s  phi losophy a t  t h i s  
t ime? 

A.  NO,  sir.  The on ly  phi losophy,  i f  you want t o  c a l l  
it t h a t ,  w a s ,  "We d o n ' t  want Americans shoo t ing  Americans," 
and "Nobody knows about  t h i s  b u t  t h e  f i v e  people  i n  t h i s  
room. " 

Q. You have a l r e a d y  commented on your  f e e l i n g  on t h a t  
s t a t emen t .  Would you aga in  l i k e  t o  g i v e  us your impress ion ,  your  
thought  of  t h a t  s t a t e m e n t  which opened t h e  meet ing,  "Nobody 
knows about  it b u t  t h e  f i v e  of  us i n  t h i s  room, " ?  

A. W e l l ,  I had t h e  f e e l i n g  t h a t  he w a s  t a l k i n g  about  
t h e  meeting and t h i s  made t h i s  a s e l e c t ,  l i t t l e  group.  

Q I t  d i d n ' t  seem s t r a n g e  t o  you? I t  s t u c k  i n  your  
mind. I t  d i d n ' t  seem l i k e  an odd remark t o  make, something 
o u t  of c o n t e x t ?  What was t h e  purpose a s  t o  why you w e r e  a l l  
t h e r e ?  

A. I d i d n ' t  c o n s i d e r  it t o  b e ,  a s  you ph rase  it, o u t  
of c o n t e x t  a t  t h a t  t ime .  I cons idered  t h a t  he was t a l k i n g  
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about  t h e  meeting t h a t  was be ing  h e l d  o r  about t o  be  h e l d ,  
and it was a way t o  g e t  it opened, a way t o  g e t  it s t a r t e d ,  
and t h a t  made us a sma l l ,  s e l e c t ,  a l l - i n - th i s - toge the r - type  
t h i n g ,  i f  you want t o  p u t  it l i k e  t h a t .  

Q You were deeply concerned. You agoniye wi th  Major 
WATKE, you r e p o r t  t o  your commander. Did you have t h e  i m ­
p r e s s i o n  up t o  t h i s  t ime t h a t  General  YOUNG was e q u a l l y  con­
cerned and was t a k i n g  what you cons idered  t o  be t h e  normal 
a c t i o n s  of a commander, a s e n i o r  commander, t o  p u t  t h i s  t h i n g  
r i g h t ?  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q - A f t e r  t h i s  meeting then ,  General  YOUNG has  d i ­
rec ted- ­

A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Back o f f  h e r e  a l i t t l e  b i t .  I 
c a n ' t  say t h a t  he was e q u a l l y  concerned a s  was I .  H i s  con­
c e r n  was j u s t  t h e  o t h e r  way around from mine i n  my judge­
ment. 

Q - With t h e  emphasis on t h e  con f ron ta t io i i  r a t h e r  
t h a n  t h e  unnecessary k i l l i n g ?  

A. Yes, sir.  

Q - You make t h a t  conc lus ion  from t h e  t h r u s t  of General  
YOUNG'S remarks,  bo th  when you t a l k e d  t o  him and then  t h e  
subsequent  meeting.  That  i s  t h e  b a s i s  of t h i s  f e e l i n g ?  

A. Y e s ,  sir.  

Q. When General  YOUNG charged HENDERSON w i t h  t h e  
i n v e s t i g a t i o ~ ~ ,what d i d  he do then?  

A. We broke up. I c a n ' t  remember i f  he went down 
and g o t  i n  h i s  j eep  and went back t o  t h e  t o p  of t h e  h i l l .  
H e  would have had t o  have done t h a t .  I c a n ' t  v i s u a l i z e  him 
doing t h a t  a t  t h e  conc lus ion  of t h a t  meeting. I c a n ' t  v i s ­
u a l i z e  Fred and I walking down t h e  h i l l  and me g e t t i n g  i n t o  
my h e l i c o p t e r .  

Q. Did he and Colonel  HENDERSON g e t  t o g e t h e r  f o r  a 
conve r sa t ion?  

A. I f  t hey  d i d ,  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  s e e i n g  them. 
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Q - Did Colonel  BARKER approach you o r  WATKE and make 
any comments o r  ask q u e s t i o n s  about  what had t r a n s p i r e d ?  

A.  Not t h a t  I can remember. I never  t a l k e d  t o  rank 
BARKER about  it aga in .  

Q Does t h a t  seem r a t h e r  odd t o  you? 

A. No. I t  does n o t  seem odd t o  m e  because aga in ,  I 
had t h e  f e e l i n g  they  a l r e a d y  knew about it. 

I0 : Was General  YOUNG p r e s e n t  when Major WATKE 
t o l d  t h i s  s t o r y ?  O r  d i d  he i s s u e  h i s  i n s t r u c t i o n s  p r i o r  t o  
t h e  s t c r y  and d e p a r t ?  

A. W e l l ,  no ,  s i r ,  he was p r e s e n t .  He was i n  Colonel  
BARKER'S van. 

Q We're t a l k i n g  about t h e  meeting of t h e s e  f i v e  
i n d i v i d u a l s ?  

CL) 
 
A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q .  H e  aga in  l i s t e n e d  t o  t h i s  s t o r y ,  and then  he i s s u e d  
t h e  i n s t r u c t i o n  t o  Colonel  HENDERSCIN? 

A. Y e s ,  s i r ,  

Q How long would you e s t i m a t e  t h i s  meeting l a s t e d ?  

A. W e l l ,  i n  my memory it was something less than  4 5  
minutes ,  However, I f i n d  a s  I go a long  h e r e  I ' m  long i n  my 
e s t i m a t e s  of t h i n g s  l i k e  t h i s .  To my memory, it was about  
45  minutes.  

Q - W e  have t h e  l o g  of Task Force Barker  and we have 
looked a t  t h i s .  Vie know when General  YOUNG a r r i v e d  and 
when he l e f t .  He was t h e r e  a t o t a l  t ime of 20 minutes .  W e  
could  g i v e  o r  t a k e  a l i t t l e  b i t  e i t h e r  way because they  nor ­
mally e n t e r  t h i n g s  i n  t h e  l o g  every 5 minutes.  Ey t h e  tiriie 
he g e t s  down t o  t h e  TOC, i t ' s  ha rd  t o  say  whether i t ' s  logged 
i n  o r  what it is.  The p o i n t  i s  he was n o t  t h e r e  t o o  long.  
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A. I would very e a s i l y  say t h a t  it was less than  4 5  
mi.nutes. By t h e  same token ,  I w.ould have t o  be r a t h e r  r i g i d  
i n  s t a t i n g  it was i n  excess  of  20 minutes .  ­

Q Did General  YOUNG, i n  h i s  d i s c u s s i o n ,  i n d i c a t e  
that .he di.d n o t  want th!.s r e p o r t ,  t h a t  t h i s  was f o r  t h e  
conmanding g e n e r a l ?  Did General  KOSTER want you t o  i n v e s t i ­
g a t e  t h i s ?  

A.  General  KOSTER1s name never  came up. The term 
"CG" never  came up. H i s  p r e c i s e  words, if I remember them 
were,  "I want you t o  i n v e s t i g a t e  t h i s . "  

Q - You i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  h e  w a s  t o l d  t o  r e p o r t  i n  what 
you cons idered  t o  be  an e x c e p t i o n a l l y  s h o r t  p e r i o d  of t i m e .  
Did he  t e l l  him t o  whom t o  r e p o r t ?  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  A s  I recal l  it, h e  s a i d ,  "Have it t o  
n-te, " and i n  a very b r i e f  p e r i o d  of t ime.  

Q- Now, when t h i s  meeting broke  up, you i n d i c a t e d  
t h a t  you walked down t h e  h i l l  w i t h  Majar ??ATKE. Did you 
s t a n d  o u t s i d e  t h i s  van t a l k i n g  t o  anybody? 

A.  No, s i r .  I d o n ' t  remember t a l k i n g  t o  anyone ou t ­
s i d e  the van. A s  I remember it, w e  walked r i g h t  on down t h e  
h i l l .  

Q You might t h i n k  abcut  t h i s  f o r  a minute.  When 
t h e  meeting broke up, a s  I r e c o n s t r u c t  it,  Major WATKE s t a y ­
ed  behind f o r  a l i t t l e  whi le  t o  t a l k  t o  Colonel  HENDERSON, 
a s  Colonel  HENDERSON reques t ed .  General  YOUNG depa r t ed ;  s o  
i f  anyone were t h e r e  it would l e a v e  you and BARKER o u t s i d e  
t h e  van t o  d i s c u s s  t h i n g s .  Do you r e c a l l  t h a t ?  

A. No, s i r ,  I s u r e  d o n ' t .  I f  I s t o o d  o u t  t h e r e  and 
t a l k e d  t o  BARKER, I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  t h i s .  This  has  f l e d  my 
memory. 

Q Major WATKE's tes t imony would i n d i c a t e  t h a t  he 
was n o t  t h e r e  t o o  long ,  maybe 2 o r  3 minutes o r  something 
l i k e  t h a t .  

A .  I j u s t  d o n ' t  remember. 

LTC BAUER: Colonel  HOLLADAY, a t  some t i m e ,  f o r  e x m p l e  when 
you f i n i s h e d  speaking  t o  Colonel  YOUNG i n  h i s  o f f i c e ,  d i d  he 
i nd i ca t e - ­
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A. ( I n t e r p o i n g )  General  YOUNG? 

Q Y e s .  Did he i n d i c a t e  what he was going t o  do? 

A. I t h i n k  Colonel  FRANKLIN asked me t h a t  q u e s t i o n .  
  
He i n d i c a t e d  t o  me t h a t  something would be done. S p e c i f i c a l l y  
  
what, I c a n ' t  answer. 
  

Q. The t h i n g  I ' m  t r y i n g  t o  g e t  a f e e l  f o r ,  d i d  you
 
f e e l  t h a t  somebody was going t o  t e l l  t h e  d i v i s i o n  comman­

d e r  about t h i s ?  
  

A .  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  having t h a t  thought  a t  that time 
 
s p e c i f i c a l l y .  
  

Q- Did yea g e t  t h e  f e e l i n g  t h a t  t h e  d i v i s i o n  comrnan­
d e r  d i d  n o t  know about  i t ?  

A. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  s p e c i f i c a l l y  having t h a t  f e e l i n g  
e i t h e r .  

COL MILLER: I n  t h i s  meeting w i t h  HENDERSON and BARKER, you 
s t a r t e d  o u t  w i th  t h e  s t a t e m e n t  t h a t  nobody b u t  t h e  f i v e  o f  
you knew it. During t h e  course  of t h e  conve r sa t ion ,  a t  any 
t ime,  w a s  t h e r e  any i n d i c a t i o n  t h a t  you should  keep q u i e t  
and n o t  l e t  anybody e l s e  know about i t ?  

A. No, sir. 

Q- W a s  any th ing  s p e c i f i c a l l y  s a i d  about  t h e  p o s s i b i ­
l i t y  of t a k i n g  d i s c i p l i n a r y  a c t i o n  a g a i n s t  t h e  w a r r a n t  o f f i ­
c e r  o r  t h e  t r o o p s  involved  i n  t h i s  c o n f r o n t a t i o n ?  

A. No, s ir .  

Q- Is t h e r e  any doubt whatsoever i n  your  mind t h a t  
by t h e  t i m e  you l e f t  Colonel  BARKER'S van,  General  YOUNG 
was f u l l y  adv i sed  concerning t h e  a l l e g e d ,  unlawful  k i l l i n g  as 
w e l l  as  t h e  c o n f r o n t a t i o n ?  

A. H e  w a s  adv i sed  of t h e  r e p o r t  i n  t h e  same d e t a i l  
a s  I r e l a t e d  it h e r e .  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  t h a t  t h e  t e rm "unlawful"  
was used o r  whether t h a t  was t h e  con tex t  w e  p u t  it i n .  There 
was no q u e s t i o n  i n  my mind t h a t  he knew what I knew from Fred 
WATKE. 
Q And you had a concern? 
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A. Y e s ,  sir.  

COL FRANKLIN: W e  a r e  going t o  t a l k  a l i t t l e  b i t  now about 
Colonel  PARSON, t h e  c h i e f  of s t a i f .  You t e s t i f i e d  previous ­
l y  t h a t  Colonel  PARSON made it p r e t t y  c l e a r  t o  you t h a t  he 
wanted t o  keep informed. This  i s  normal f o r  t h e  c h i e f  of 
s t a f f ,  s o  r e c o u n t  now your  a c t i o n  w i t h  r e s p e c t  t o  Colonel  
PARSON i n  t h i s  i n c i d e n t .  

A. A s  I remember it, it was on t h e  1 7 t h  I b e i i e v e ,  
a f t e r  t h e  1700 b r i e f i n g .  I t  would have t o  have been some­
where between 1700 and 1900. I can narrow t h a t  down t o  between 
1700 and 1800. I went i n t o  Colonel  PARSON'S o f f i c e  and t o l d  
him t h e  s t o r y  as Fred had t o l d  i t  t o  m e ,  and i n  t h e  same d e t a i l  
as I r e c a l l  hav ing  t o l d  it t o  t h i s  i n q u i r y .  Colonel  PARSON 
was very  much shaken by t h i s  a f f a i r .  S p e c i f i c a l l y ,  I r e c a l l  
h i s  a sk ing  m e  why I went t o  General  YOUNG. I exp la ined  t o  
him t h a t  General  YOUNG was my r a t i n g  o f f i c e r ,  my immediate 
s u p e r i o r .  A s  you po in t ed  o u t ,  he was r a i h e r  adamant about 
keeping informed and t h a t  was my purpose of  going t o  him i n  
t h e  f i r s t  p l a c e .  I can r e c a l l  Colonel  PAXSON us ing  t h e  t e r m  
"Tha t ' s  murder, '' and I can r e c a l l  him s a y i n g ,  "We're t r y i n g  
t o  win t h e s e  people  over  and w e  do t h i n g s  l i k e  t h i s . "  The 
verba t im w a s ,  " t o  win t h e s e  people  o v e r , "  and o t h e r  words t o  
t h a t  e f f e c t .  

Q =  There i s  no doubt  i n  your  mind t h a t  Colonel  FARSON 
g o t  t h e  message? 

A. No q u e s t i o n  i n  my mind a t  a l l  about  it. 

Q- H e  wanted t o  know why you went t o  General  YOUNG. 
What was h i s  i m p l i c a t i o n ?  Whom d i d  he  s ay  you shou ld  have 
gone . t o  s e e ?  

A. I b e l i e v e  he f e l t  t h a t  I should  have come t o  him 
u n t i l  I exp la ined  t o  him t h a t  General  YOUNG was my r a t i n g  
o f f i c e r ,  my b o s s ,  my commander. 

Q. Did he imply t h a t  an i n c i d e n t  of t h i s  type  was t h e  
proper  b u s i n e s s  o f  t h e  c h i e f  of  s t a f f ,  and t o  b r i n g  it t o  
t h e  c h i e f  of s t a f f  would have been a p rope r  course  of a c t i o n ?  

A. N o ,  s ir .  

9 Why would he ask you? H e  s a i d ,  "This i s  murder." 
I d o n ' t  unders tand  why he was a sk ing  t h e  q u e s t i o n ,  "Why d i d  you 
t a k e  t h i s  t o  General  YOUNG?", u n l e s s  he  meant you should have 
t aken  it t o  him? 
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A. I c a n ' t  speak f o r  Colonel  PARSON. The i m p l i c a t i o n  
and my unders tanding of h i s  ask ing  t h a t  q u e s t i o n  was t h a t  he 
f e l t  I should have t a l k e d  t o  him f i r s t .  However, when I 
expla ined  t o  him t h a t  General  YOUNG was my b o s s ,  t h a t  ended 
t h a t  q u e s t i o n  and t h a t  s a t i s f i e d  him a t  t h a t  t ime.  

Q .  Colonel  PARSON has  d i sp l ayed  a b i g  i n t e r e s t  i n  t h i s .  
You have n o t  had your meeting on 18 March and Colonel PARSON-­
a t  t h a t  t i m e  d i d  you know you were going t o  have t h i s  meeting? 

A. NO,  s i r .  

Q A f t e r  you had t h i s  meeting,  d i d  you go back t o  
Colonel  PARSON t o  b r i n g  him up t o  d a t e  on what happened, on 
t h e  la tes t  development of t h i s  t h i n g ?  

A. A s  you can imagine,  I have r e l i v e d  t h o s e  days many 
t imes ,  and I c a n ' t  remember eve r  going back t o  Colonel  PARSON 
aga in  and t e l l i n g  him about t h e  meeting a t  LZ D o t t i e .  I f  I 
d i d ,  I d o n ' t  remember doing it. 

9 When you t a l k e d  t o  Colonel PARSON, was anyone e l s e  
p r e s e n t ?  

A. No, s i r .  

Q.  I ' m  going t o  ask you something now, Colonel  HOLLADAY, 
and i t ' s  r e a l l y  impor tan t  f o r  you t o  remember. I k n ~ wyou 
have been asked and I th ink  you have thought on t h i s .  Sub­
sequent  t o  t h i s  p e r i o d ,  around a month, you were shown a 
p i e c e  of paper d e a l i n g  wi th  t h i s  i n c i d e n t  of 16 March. You 
have p rev ious ly  s a i d  t h a t  you were shown t h i s  u n o f f i c i a l l y  
a s  c o n t r a s t e d  t o  be ing  c a l l e d  i n  d i r e c t l y  and handed a p i e c e  
of paper .  Can you th ink  who showed you t h i s  p i e c e  of paper? 

A. Yes, s i r .  Colonel  PARSON showed it  t o  m e .  

Q I t  was Colonel PARSON then  t h a t  showed you. The 
l a s t  t ime you w e r e n ' t  q u i t e  c l e a r  t h a t  i t  was Colonel  PARSON. 

A. S i r ,  I was n o t  c l e a r  u n t i l  t h e  morn.ing I was s i t ­
t i n g  downstai rs  and Major BEASLEY walked i n ,  an o f f i c e r  whom 
I had no t  seen  f o r  about  a yea r .  A s  a mat te r  of f a c t ,  I 
c o u l d n ' t  r e c a l l  h i s  name. The moment t h a t  I saw BEASLEY, 
it simply s t r u c k  me t h a t  he was n o t  t h e  one who showed me 
t h a t  i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  I t  would e i t h e r  have been him o r  Colonel  
PARSON. 
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Q. Something of  t h i s  n a t u r e  would not-- 

I C  : A s  a m a t t e r  of  f a c t ,  s i r ,  he s t a t e d  t h a t  on page 
65 of t h e  tes t imony a p rev ious  t i m e .  

10: L e t  him answer t h e  q u e s t i o n .  

COL FRANKLIN: Take t h a t  page t h e r e  and read .  

(Witness r eads  p rev ious  tes t imony. )  

"10: I show you E x h i b i t  R - 1  which i s  a document 
w e  acqua in ted  you w i t h  i n  your  p rev ious  tes t imony.  
You i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  you had seen  t h i s  document, 
hav ing  been shewn t h e  d o c m e n t  by Colonel  PARSON 
o r  h i s  a s s i s t a n t ,  whcbm you r e f e r r e d  t o  a s  t h e  
s e c r e t a r y  of t h e  g e n e r a l  s t a f f .  
w a s  Major BEASLEY? 

I b e l i e v e  t h a t  

"A. Y e s ,  sir. 

"Q. Do you r e c a l l  which on'e of t h e s e  i n d i v i d u a l s  
s p e c i f i c a l l y  showed you the document? 

''A. Y e s ,  s i r ,  it was Colonel  PARSON, and I can 
say  t h a t  because I s a w  BEASLEY o u t  t h e r e  t h i s  
morning 3.5 he was s i g n i n g  i n .  I no sooner  t h a n  
saw h i s  f a c e  and I thought  t o  myse l f ,  BEASLEY 
d i d  n o t  show me t h a t  document, it was Colonel  
PARSON. This  was t h e  f i r s t  t i m e  t h a t  I had seen  
BEASLEY i n  a  y e a r .  " 

NOW, what do you r e c a l l  about  t h z t  document? I r e a l i z e  you 
have been asked t h i s  b e f o r e ,  Colonel  HOLLADAY, and I a s s u r e  
you t h e r e  i s  no d e s i r e  t o  t r i c k  you i n  any way. I t ' s  impor tan t  
t o  u s ,  t h e  answer t o  t h i s  i s  very  impor t an t  t o  us.  

A. A s  I s t a t e d  p r e v i o u s l y ,  t h e  docurnent was r evea l ed  
t o  m e  i n  a s o r t  of  s u r r e p t i t i o u s  way by Colonel  PARSON. I ' m  
s u r e  of t h a t  now. I t  was an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  s igned  by Colonel  
HENDERSON. The document t h a t  I s a w  was about a page and a 
h a l f  i n  l e n g t h .  I n  c o n t e n t  i t  saici t h a t  some 20 c i v i l i a n s  
had been k i l l e d  i n a d v e r t e n t l y  a t  My L a i  ( 4 )  on 1 6  March by 
a r t i l l e r y  and gunsh ips ,  as I recal l .  

Q- You were n o t  t o o  c l e a r  b e f o r e  whether  it could 
have been a page and a h a l f  o r  t h r e e - q u a r t e r s  of  a page. You a r e  
p r e t t y  s u r e  now t h a t  it w a s  a page and a h a l f ?  
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A .  Well, I ' v e  subsequently seen t h e  document. 

Q. You have seen a document. 

A .  I have seen a document. A t  t h a t  time I remembered 
it a s  three-quar ters  of a page o r  a page and a h a l f .  

Q Despite  the  f a c t  t h a t  you have seen a document 
which I w i l l  now show you marked as  Exhib i t  R-1, t ake  another  
look a t  t h a t ,  Colonel HOLLADAY. 

Colonel HOLLADAY, t h i s  document, R-1 ,  t h a t  you 
looked a t ,  i s  t h i s  t h e  document t h a t  you were shown by 
Colonel PARSON? 

A. Yes, sir.  

Q Have you ever  seen any o t h e r  document p e r t a i n i n g  
t o  an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  of t h i s  i n c i d e n t  o r  d id  you ever  s e e  one 
while  you were i n  t h e  America1 Division? 

A. No, sir.  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  ever  see ing  any o t h e r  
document. 

Q You read  t h i s  and you read t h e  f i r s t  i nc losure .  
DO you have any s p e c i a l  thoughts on t h a t  f i r s t  i nc losure?  
I t ' s  c a l l e d  "Statement," da ted  1 4  Apr i l .  

A.  Well, when I saw it, a s  I remember, it was j u s t  
a f i r s t  and second page of t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  I d o n ' t  re ­
c a l l  see ing  t h e  inc losures .  

Q- You d o n ' t  r e c a l l  t h e  inc losures?  

A.  No, s i r .  The f i r s t  time t h a t  I saw t h e s e  were 
here  a t  t h i s  h e a r i ~ g . ,  

Q. What were your thoughts when you read t h i s ,  t h i s  
r e p o r t  of i n v e s t i g a t i o n  t h a t  w a s  addressed t o  t h e  commander 
of the  America1 Divis ion? 

A. I thought t h a t  t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  o r  t h i s  r e p o r t  
of i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  responded t o  t h e  d i r e c t i v e  of General YOUNG, 
b u t  i n  my judgment it was no t  responsive t o  the  a l l e g a t i o n s  
t h a t  were made t h a t  day i n  Colonel BARKER'S van. 

Q- Why? 
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A. Because I b e l i e v e d  Major WATKE. 

Q What w a s  t h e  m a t t e r  w i t h  t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  a s  
f a r  a s  you were concerned? What were i t s  shortcomirlgs? 

A. W e l l ,  I b e l i e v e  I s a i d  t h a t .  I t  w a s  n o t  r e spons ive  
t o  t h e  s t o r y  t h a t  Major WATKE had r e l a t e d .  That  i s  i t s  p r in ­
c i p a l  shortcoming.  

Q I n  o t h e r  words, it d i d  n o t  add res s  t h e  p r i n c i p a l  
a l l e g a t i o n s  o r  t h c  s e r i o u s  even t s  t h a t  had been brought  o u t  
by Major WATKE? NOW, between t h e  t i n e  of 18 March when Gen­
eral  YOUNG d i r e c t e d  t h a t  t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  be done, and 
t h i s  24 A p r i l  r e p o r t ,  a lmost  a month has  gone by.  You a r e  
very  c u r i o u s  a s  t o  w h a t ' s  going t o  happen. You hea rd  t h e  
g e n e r a l  d i r e c t  Colonel  HENDERSON t o  come up wi th  an invesk i ­
g a t i o n .  Between 18  March and the t i m e  t h a t  you saw. t h i s  
p i e c e  of pape r ,  were t h e r e  any e v e n t s  r e l a t i n g  t o  t h i s  in ­
v e s t i g a t i o n  t h a t  yofi can t e l l  us about?  Things t h z t  come t o  
mind, t h i n g s  t h a t  h a ~ p e n e d ,t h i n g s  t h a t  people  s a i d ,  t h i n g s  
t h a t  you would expec t  t o  happen t h a t  d i d n ' t  happen; conversa ­
t i o n s  w i th  any of  t h e  p r i n c i p a l s ;  anyth'.?.g. of t h a t  na tu re?  

A. T h i s  i s  t h e  on ly  t h i n g  t h a t  I can  recal l  i n  con­
n e c t i o n  wi th  t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i c n .  I ' m  n o t  c l e a r  on t h e  days ,  
it may have been t h e  17 th  o r  it may have been t h e  1 8 t h ,  b u t  Gen­
eral  YOUNG t o l d  me t h a t  he had t o l d  General  KOSTER t h e  s t o r y .  

Q What day was t h a t  perhaps? 

I b e l i e v e  it was t h e  17 th  o r  t h e  18 th .  

Q General  YOUNG informed you p e r s o n a l l y  t h a t  he had 
t o l d  General  KOSTER t h i s ?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  H e  s a i d ,  " I ' v e  t o l d  General  KOSTER t h e  
s t o r y  of what happened down t h e r e . "  There i s  no q u e s t i o n  i n  
my mind. 

Q. The s t o r y  be ing  what Major WATKE had r e l a t e d ?  

A. R igh t .  

Q - .  Anything e l s e ?  

A. On t h e  19 th  o r  20th I r e c e i v e d ,  as t h e  commanding 
o f f i c e r  of t h e  123d, a  c o n g r a t u l a t o r y  message f o r  p a r t i c i p a ­
t i o n  i n  t h i s  a c t i o n .  
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Q. Do you want t o  r e p e a t  what your f e e l i n g s  were? 
You have a l r e a d y  s a i d ,  b u t  do you want t o  r e p e a t ,  what your  
f e e l i n g s  were when you g o t  t h a t  message? 

A. I p e r s o n a l i y  f e l t  t h a t  t h i s  w a s  a g e s t u r e ,  t h e  i n ­
t e n t  of which w a s  j u s t  s o r t  o f  a p a t  on t h e  back iind some­
t h i n g  I r e a l l y  d i d n ' t  deserve .  I had n o t  p a r t i c i p a t e d  t h a t  
much. I f e l t  t h a t  t h e  i n t e n t  of it was, and I t o l d  Major 
WATKE t h i s  I b e l i e v e ,  t o  keep us q u i e t .  Tha t  was my p e r s o n a l  
f e e l i n g .  

Q Okay, t t h i s  i s  unly s e v e r a l  days a f t e r  t h e  
i n v e s t i g a t i o n  had been d i r e c t e d .  A t  t h i s  s t a g e ,  why would 
you thirik t h a t  t h i s  w a s  t o  keep you q u i e t .  L a t e r  on I could  
unders tand ,  b u t  it 's  on ly  been a couple  of days nov;. People  
a r e  busy,  a l o t  of t h i n g s  a r e  going on? 

A. I c a n ' t  ana lyze  it any deeper  t han  t h a t ,  Colonel  3 
FRANKLIN, t h a t ' s  what I thought  a t  t h e  time. 

rn 
Q. So t h a t ' s  what you thought?  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  T h a t ' s  what I t h l ~ ~ g h t .  
a 
 

Q This  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  has  been d i r e c t e d .  C e r t a i n  
t h i n g s  would normally s t a r t  f a l l i n g  i n t o  p l a c e .  Some of t h e  
s e n i o r  o f f i c e r s  a r e  go ing  t o  want t o  s e e  sorne of your  people .  
People are going t o  want t o  come and s e e  you and d i s c u s s  t h i s .  
I t  i s  n o t  p o s s i b l e  t o  have an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  ~f  t h i s  n a t u r e  
i n  your b a t t a l i o n  wi thou t  yoc becoming involved ,  o r  c e r t a i n ­
l y  Major WATKE, and you through Major WATKE, you be ing  h i s  
commander. So what happened a long  t h e s e  l i n e s  subsequent  
t o  18 March? 

A. To t h e  b e s t  of my knowledge, n o t h i r ~ g .  I f  t h e y  
t a l k e d  t o  anybody, i f  an i n v e s t i g a t i n g  o f f i c e r  Calked t o  
anybody i n  nly b a t t a l i o n ,  I d o n ' t  remember be ing  inrormed about  
it. 

Q - Somewhere a long  t h e  l i n e ,  b e f o r e  t h i s  r e p o r t  w a s  
shown t o  you, d i d  you s t a r t  wondering? You hea rd  a g e n e r a l  
d i r e c t  a b r i g a d e  commander t o  i n v e s t i g a t e .  Now you 've  hea rd  
no th ing  more. You have al lowed a c e r t a i n  amount of  t i m e .  
People have o t h e r  jobs t o  do. But a f t e r  a t i n e ,  d i d  you 
s t a r t  wondering what w a s  going on and why no th ing  was happen­
ing?  Did you s t a r t  q u e s t i o n i n g  anybody, o r  j u s t  s o r t  of dis ­
c r e t e l y  i n q u i r e  around? 
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A. Colonei  FRANKLIN, I h e a r d  g e n e r a l  o f f i c e r s  t e l l  
t h e  b r i g a d e  commanders t o  do t h i n g s  a lmost  every day. I s i m ­
p l y  have t o  p o i n t  o u t ,  I ' m  suxe  y o u ' r e  w e l l  aware, t h a t  t h e  
e v e n t s  a t  t h i s  t ime  were very r a p i d .  I must say  t h a t  i f  I 
cons ide red  t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  a t  a l l ,  it was between t h e  t i m e  
t h ~ tit w a s  d i r e c t e d  t o  be conducted and t h e  tifiie I saw t h i s  
paper .  I t  w a s  on ly  an " i n  pas s ing"  t ype  of thought .  

Q. Then o t h e r  t han  General  YOUNG t e l l i n g  you t h a t  he 
had informed General  KOSTER of  t h e  THOMPSON r e p o r t ,  t h e r e  were 
no a c t i o n s  o r  conve r sa t ions .  Again, w i t h  t h e  excep t ion  of you 
t a l k i n g  t o  Colonel  PAKSON on t h e  1 7 t h ,  t h e r e  was no th ing  i n  
r e l a t i o n  t o  t h i s  i n c i d e n t ?  

A. Not t h a t  I can r e c a l l .  No, s ir .  

Q s  So now, ove r  a month l a t e r ,  you ge-t  t h i s  r e p o r t .  
  
You r ead  it. I t  i s  no-k r e spons ive  t o  what you f e e l  i s  t h e  
  
charge of  General  YOUNG t o  Colonel  HENDERSON t o  i n v e s t i g a t e .  
  
Colonel  PARSON has  shown you t h i s .  What do you say  t o  Colonel  
  
PARSON immediately upon r ead ing  t h i s ?  

A. I mut te red  o r  s t a t e d  a v u l g a r  t e r m  of some k ind ,  
probably a  one-word term,  t h a t  t o l d  Colonel  PARSOi\? t h a t  I d i d  
n o t  t h i n k  t h i s  r e p o r t  was r e spons ive  t o  t h e  a l l e g a t i o n s  made 
by Major WATKE. 

Q ha& w a s  Colonel  PARSON'S r e a c t i o n  t o  t h i s ?  

A. I d o n ' t  remember him say ing  anythixg.  I would l i k e  
t o  s ay  t h a t  he s o r t  of smiled.  I n  f a c t ,  I w i l l  s ay  he s o r t  
of smiled. I d o n ' t  remember him say ing  anyth ing .  

Q - Okay. C o l ~ n e lPARSON was very  u p s e t  when you t o l d  
him about  t h i s ,  you used t h e  terin "murder". Then you g e t  t h i s  
i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  and I agree  w i t h  you Colonel  HOLLAL!AY, it i s n ' t  
r e spons ive  t o  what we've been t o l d  General  YOUNG d i r e c t e d  
Colonel  HENDERSON t o  do. You, as a commander and t h e  i n i t i a ­
t o r  of t h i s  thing-, e x p r e s s . y o u r  d i s p l e a s u r e ,  your  f e e l i n g ,  and 
t h e  c h i e f  of s t z f f  who was s o  u p s e t  b e f o r e ,  he s m i l e s .  

A. A s  I remember t h e  i n c i d e n t ,  y e s ,  sir.  

Q - '  Now you t e s t i f i e d  p r e v i o u s l y  t h a t  you coiisidered 
t h i s  r e p o r t  a coverup.  Do you s t i l l  c o n s i d e r  it a coverup? 

A. I t h i n k  General  PEERS asked me i f  I cons idered  it 
t o  be  a coverup and I b e l i e v e  I r e p l i e d  yes .  I f  I were asked 
t h a t  q u e s t i o n  aga in ,  I would r e p l y  t h e  same way. 
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Q You've expressed  your  f e e l i n g s  t o  Colonel  PARSON 
on t h i s  o r  a t  l e a s t  p r a c t i c a l l y .  Did anyth ing  r e l a t i v e  t o  
t h i s  i n c i d e n t  happen between you and anybody i n  t h e  cha in  
of command, Colonel  PASSON, General  YOUNG, Major WATKE, 
af  t e r  t h i s ?  

A. You mean-- when you say  t h i s  i n c i d e n t ,  are you 
t a l k i n g  about  t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ?  

Q Y e s .  Subsequent t o  t h i s ,  d i d  you t r y  t o  
reopen o r  r e i n i t i a t e  o r  d i s c u s s  i t  wi th  anyone? 

A .  I may have mentioned it t o  Fred,  Major WATKE, t h a t  
I had seen  t h i s  t h i n g  and what I th sugh t  of it. I d o n ' t  re ­
member doing t h a t  b u t  I may w e l l  have,  excep t  t h a t  he g o t  
h i t  a long  about  t h i s  t ime and was evacuated.  I d o c ' t  re ­
meirber when he  w a s  l i i t .  

Q 17  Apr i l ?  

A. I co-i;ldnlt very  w e l l  have t a l k e d  t o  him. 

10: I wouLd l i k e  t o  t a k e  up t h a t  p i e c e  of paper  j u s t  
a minute. Going back t o  your p rev ious  tes t imony when you 
were f i r s t  asked i f  you had e v e r  seen  anyth ing ,  you s a i d  
you r e c a l l e d  having s e e n  a p i e c e  of  paper .  You thcught  U) 
it was about  t h r e e - q u a r t e r s  of a page long.  A t  t h z t  t i m e  
we had a copy of R-1,  and a f t e r  r e f e r r i n g  t h i s  t o  you,  i n  
reviewing it, you i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  was abcut  t h ~t e n c r  of 
t h e  paper  t h a t  you had read .  C e r t a i n l y  g e t t i n g  back t o  
the f a c t  t h a t  some c i v i l i a n s  had been--in t h e  l a s t  paragraph- ­
some c i v i l i a n s  had been k i l l e d  i n a d v e r t e n t l y  through a r t i l l e r y  
and gunships and s o  on. Looking a t  t h a t  p i e c e  of  paper ,  do 
you think-- in  f a c t  t h e  f i r s t  t h r e e  l i n e s ,  t h i s  i s  n o t  respons ive  
a t  a l l  t o  t h e  a l l e g a t i o n s  t h a t  were p u t  forward by Warrant  
O f f i c e r  THOMPSON. 3iy p o i n t  i n  a sk ing  you t h i s  i s  whether o r  
n o t  yoc d i d n '  t s e e  ano the r  p i e c e  of paper  which s a i d  t h a t ,  
w i th  r e s p e c t  t o  t h e  a l l e g a t i o n s  o r  complaint  of a h e l i c o p t e r  
p i l o t  t o  t h e  e f f e c t  t h a t  a l a r g e  number of c i v i l i a n s  had been 
k i l l e d  and s o  f o r t h .  Then it would have g iven  t h e  
d e t a i l s  of  t h i s ,  t h a t  t h i s  m a t t e r  had been looked i n t o  
and a l though it was found t h a t  20 o r  3 0 ,  20 some odd 
c i v i l i a n s  had been k i l l e d ,  t h ? - t  t h e r e  i s  no foun­
d a t i o n  of f a c t  i n  t h e  a l l e g a t i o n  which was maze? 

A; S i r ,  a s  I r e c a l l ,  I had two v e r s i o n s  o r  two 
v i s i o n s  of t h e  paper  t h z t  I saw. One was a page and a 
h a l f  and t h e  o t h e r  was t h r e e - q u a r t e r s  of a paye. 
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Q - I t h i n k  you had t h e  second v i s i o n  f i r s t .  I t h i n k  
you had t h e  v i s i o n  of about  t h r e e - q u a r t e r s  of  a page and 
t h e n ,  I b e l i e v e ,  we can check t h e  tes t imony,  you had t h e  
v i s i o n  of about  a page and a h a l f .  

A. Perhaps I d i d .  

Q - I t  is q u i t e  immaterial w h a t  v i s i o n  you had f i r s t ,  
b u t  it does seem t o  me t h a t  t h i s  paper  i s  n o t  r e spons ive  t o  
the a l l e g a t i o n  o f  your war ran t  o f f i c e r  o r  t h a t  which you 
p u t  f o r t h .  This  immediately r e f e r s  t o  an i n c l o s u r e ,  and it 
immediately g e t s  i n t o  an a l l e g a t i o n  made by o r  a r e p o r t  
made by a v i l l a g e  c h i e f  t o  a d i s t r i c t  c h i e f ,  a s  you can r ead  
i n  t h e  f i r s t  few l i n e s  he re .  

A.  I d o n ' t  remember, General  PEERS, s e e i n g  any o t h e r  
paper  t h a t  was e n t i t l e d  an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  r e l a t i v e  to- ­

Q- ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  I t  might n o t  have been e n t i t l e d  t h a t .  
I t  may have been j u s t  a l e t t e r  addressed  t o  t h e  commanding 
g e n e r a l .  

A.  S i r ,  I d o n ' t  remember s e e i n g  it. I j u s t  d o n ' t  
remember s e e i n g  it. 

Q This  i s  q u i t e  l a t e  i n  t h e  game, you s e e .  This  i s  a 
month and a week, o r  more, a f t e r  t h e  i n c i d e n t  took p l a c e .  The 
o t h e r  w a s  r e p o r t e d  t o  have a r r i v e d ,  and t h e r e  i s  i n d i c a t i v e  
ev idence  t h a t  it d i d ,  i n  f a c t ,  a r r i v e  a t  t h e  headqua r t e r s  
sometime toward t h e  end of March o r  t h e  f i r s t  p a r t  of A p r i l .  
I f  you s a w  t h a t  pape r ,  d id  it have any a t tachments  w i t h  i t ?  

(I0 i n d i c a t e s  E x h i b i t  R-1.  ) 

A. No, s i r .  I t  d i d  n o t .  A s  I remember t h i s  t h i n g  it 
 
was-- i t  s t i c k s  i n  my mind as having been mimeographed. I d o n ' t  
  
remember a ha rd  copy o r  an o r i g i n a l  copy of  it, a typed p i e c e  of  
  
paper .  And my r e c o l l e c t i o n ,  t h i s  i s  t h e  s i n g l e  document t h a t  I saw 
 

Q. Would you r e s t a t e  aga in  e x a c t l y  how Colonel  PARSON 
 
showed you t h a t  document? What d i d  he s ay?  Did he  c a l l  you 
 
i n  o r  were you making one of  your ,  what we unders tand  were, 
  
r a t h e r  f r e q u e n t  t r i p s  t o  t h e  headqua r t e r s?  
  

A. Far  t o o  f r e q u e n t .  I was i n  h i s  o f f i c e  as 
 
I remember, and he s a i d  something l i k e ,  "Have you seen  t h i s ? " ,  
  
o r  "Would you l i k e  t o  s e e  t h i s ? " ,  o r  "Have a look a t  t h i s ,  " 
 
something l i k e  t h a t ,  something t o  t h a t  e f f e c t .  
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Q. Did you a t  any t i m e  a f t e r  you had t o l d  Colonel  
PARSON about  t h i s  s i t u a t i o n  go back t o  Colonel  
PARSON and ask him w h a t f s  be ing  done? had you g o t t e n  any 
response,  o r  any th ing  o f  t h i s  n a t u r e ?  

A. No, sir.  I d o n ' t  remember e v e r  t a l k i n g  t o  him 
about  it aga in .  

MR MACCRATE: Colonel  HOLLADAY, Major WATKE w a s  wounded on 1 7  
A p r i l  s o  t h a t  any f u r t h e r  conve r sa t ions  you had wi th  him p r i o r  
t o  h i s  be ing  evacua ted  t o  t h e  h o s p i t a l  would n e c e s s a r i l y  have 
occur red  p r i o r  t o  t h a t  t i m e .  Do you have any r e c o l l e c t i o n  of  
any conve r sa t ion  w i t h  him a f t e r  t h e  1 8 t h  of March and b e f o r e  
he depar ted?  

A. The on ly  s p e c i f i c  conve r sa t ion  t h a t  I can remember-- 3 
and p l e a s e  unders tand  t h a t  I am very fond of  t h i s  young of - cl 
f i c e r ,  and we t a l k e d  a lmost  eve ry  day about  a lmos t  every ­
t h i n g ,  and q u i t e  l o g i c a l l y  we could  have d i s c u s s e d  it. I 
d o n ' t  remember a s p e c i f i c  o t h e r  t han  t h e  d i s c u s s i o n  w e  had 
about  t h e  c o n g r a t u l a t o r y  message. I f  we d i s c u s s e d  it be- CB 
yond t h a t  between t h e  t ime i t  occur red  and t h e  t ime he w a s  
evacua ted ,  I d o n ' t  remember t h e  t ime,  c i rcumstances ,  o r  t h e  
con ten t  of t h e  conve r sa t ion  t h a t  w e  had. Eut  it i s  q u i t e  
l i k e l y  t h a t  it could  have occur red .  4 
Q- H e  has  a r e c o l l e c t i o n  of  a conve r sa t ion  w i t h  you 
i n  which you mutua l ly  exchanged, a s  I would unders tand  it, 
t h e  i d e a  t h a t  t h e r e  was a coverup.  This  was i n  some way r e l a t e d  to 
a document t h a t  he d i d  n o t  s e e ,  b u t  t h a t  you had seen .  Does 
t h i s  r i n g  any b e l l  w i t h  you? 

A. No, sir.  I t  s u r e  d o e s n ' t .  

Q Now whcz Ile f i r s t  mentioned t h i s  conve r sa t ion ,  he 
seemed t o  i n d i c a t e  t h a t  it may have been i n  terms of some re­
p o r t  t h a t  you had seen .  But t h e n  a s  he spoke f u r t h e r ,  he  re­
f e r r e d  t o  General  KOSTER's l e t t e r  r ega rd ing  t h e  t r e a t m e n t  of  
c i v i l i a n s .  I ' m  n o t  s u r e  whether w e  showed you t h a t  l e t t e r  
o r  whether w e  had it a t  t h e  t ime of  your  p r i o r  examinat ion? 

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  I b e l i e v e  you showed t h a t  l e t t e r  t o  m e ,  
t h e  command l e t t e r  s igned  by General  KOSTER? 

Q Y e s .  Do you r e c a l l  any conve r sa t ion  w i t h  him about 
that? 
 

A. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  any s p e c i f i c  conve r sa t ion .  I t  i s  
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q u i t e  l i k e l y .  W e  convened every  .morning, a l l  my s u b o r d i n a t e s ,  
j u s t  a normal command meet ing,  and i n  a l l  p r o b a b i l i t y  it 
came up i n  one of t hose  command meetings which w e  h e l d  
every day of t h e  week. But s p e c i f i c a l l y  Fred and I t a l k i n g  
about i t ,  I d o n ' t  remember t h a t .  

Q We are q u i t e  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  t h e  p h y s i c a l  hand l ing  
of papers  h e r e ,  a s  w e  have n o t  been a b l e  t o  l o c a t e  a l l  cop ie s  
of a l l  pape r s .  W e  a r e  t h e r e f o r e  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  any r e c o l l e c ­
t i o n  you may have a s  t o  t h e  c i rcumstances  of t h i s  paper  t h a t  
Colonel  PARSON showed t o  you. Whether, a s  you r e c a l l  t h a t  
s i t u a t i o n  t o  your  mind, you can g i v e  us any i n s i g h t  a s  t o  
t h e  way i n  which t h e  paper  was be ing  handled.  Whether you 
t h i n k  of it i n  terms of an enve lope ,  a f i l e ,  o r  i n  r e l a t i o n  
t o  o t h e r  memoranda? 

A.  L e t  me say  t h i s  about  Colonel  PARSON. He's a very 
t i dy - type  guy, eve ry th ing  had t o  be j u s t  s o  and on h i s  desk.  
My r e c o l l e c t i o n  of  t h i s  paper  was t h a t  it had been i n  
a s o l i t a r y  p o s i t i o n  on h i s  desk p r i o r  t o  t h e  t ime t h a t  he  
p icked  it up and s a i d ,  "Have you seen  t h i s ,  would you l i k e  
t o  s e e  t h i s ? "  o r  something l i k e  t h a t .  i d o n ' t  r e c a l l  t h e  
i n c l o s u r e s  b e i n g  a t t a c h e d  t o  it. Nor do I recal l  it coming 
o u t  of an envelope.  I r e c a l l  it a s  something on h i s  desk and 
him handing i t  t o  me. 

Q W e  a r e  acqua in ted  wi th  a number of r e l a t e d  papers .  
  
We t h e r e f o r e  have t h i s  i n t e r e s t  as t o  whether you saw it i n  
  
r e l a t i o n  t o  any o t h e r  pape r s .  From what you say ,  I g a t h e r  t h a t  
  
a l l  you r e c a l l  i s  j u s t  t h e  two s h e e t s  o f  paper?  
  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  T h a t ' s  t r u e .  

Q Do you remember any r e f e r e n c e  t o  a complaint
by a v i l l a g e  c h i e f ,  ox a r e p o r t  of  a prov ince  c h i e f ,  o r  t o  
Colonel  TOAN making a complaint  t o  General  KOSTER, o r  t o  
General  KOSTER having given a d i r e c t i v e  t o  Colonel  HENDERSON 
based upon such a complaint?  Did any of  t h i s  come i n t o  t h e  
conve r sa t ion?  Does any of t h a t  r i n g  any b e l l  w i t h  you? 

A. No, sir.  I t  s u r e  d o e s n ' t .  

10: Do you know Colonel  G U I N N  o r  M r .  MAY, t h e  pro ­
v ince  s e n i o r  a d v i s o r s  of Quang Ngai, o r  Colonel  G U I N N ,  t h e  
deputy? 

A. S i r ,  I have been down t h e r e  a couple  of  t i m e s  
w i t h  General  KOSTER, b u t  on ly  t o  t h a t  e x t e n t .  
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Q. Did you e v e r  s e e  them up around t h e  headqua r t e r s?  

A. The on ly  t ime I e v e r  s a w  them was a t  a change of  
command ceremony type  t h i n g .  They could ve ry  e a s i l y  have 
come i n ,  and I wou ldn ' t  have known a t h i n g  about  it. 

MR MACCRATE: Do you have any r e c o l l e c t i o n  of Colonel  
ANISTRANSKI i n  t h i s  s i t u a t i o n ,  and of any conve r sa t ions  w i t h  
him rega rd ing  t h i s  i n c i d e n t  and i t s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  o r  any 
awareness on your  p a r t  t h a t  he w a s  involved i n  such i n v e s t i ­
g a t i on?  

A. No, s i r ,  I d o n ' t .  I d o n ' t  remember t a l k i n g  t o  
Colonel  ANISTRANSKI s p e c i f i c a l l y  about  t h i s  i n c i d e n t .  Nor 
was I aware t h a t  he i a s  i n v e s t i g a t i n g  it o r  i n  any way con- : 
nec ted  w i t h  it. 

10: You w e r e  down t h e r e  p r e t t y  c l o s e  t o  t h e  a r t i l l e r y ,  
w e r e n ' t  you? 

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  We were down t h e  road from DIVARTY. 

Q e  Did Major CRESWELL, t h e  DIVARTY c h a p l a i n ,  e v e r  come 
over  and t a l k  t o  you? Did you eve r  have a c a s u a l  c o n v e r s a t i o n  
wi th  him about  what had been r e p o r t e d  t o  him? 

A. No, s ir .  I don" r e c a l l  any conve r sa t ion .  

Q How about  L ieu t enan t  Colonel  LEWIS, t h e  d i v i s i o n  
chapla in?  

A. No, sir.  

Q- You w e r e n ' t  aware t hen  t h a t  one of your  p i l o t s  had 
t a l k e d  t o  Major CRESWELL and g iven  him q u i t e  a b i t  of i n f o r ­
mation about  what took p l a c e  i n  My L a i  ( 4 )  on 16 March 1968? 

A. NO,  sir.  I s u r e  wasn ' t .  

MR MACCRATE: A t  evening b r i e f i n g s ,  where d i d  you s i t  i n  re­
l a t i o n  t o  Colonel  ANISTRANSKI? 

A .  We a l l  s a t  i n  t h e  f r o n t  row, and I w a s  about  t h e  
t h i r d  from the las t .  I was, as I r e c a l l ,  s i r ,  about  t h r e e  
o r  f o u r  c h a i r s  down. 

Q. Do you remember where Chaplain LEWIS s a t  i n  rela ­
t i o n  t o  t h a t ?  
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A. Chaplain  LEWIS? I d o n ' t  know where he s a t ,  q u i t e  
f r ank ly .  

Q- W e  unders tand  t h a t  he was i n  t h e  second row. 

A. H e  very  w e l l  might have been.  

Q e  
  
 We a l s o  had some tha t - -  

A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  And a l s o  I was i n  t h e  second row a s  
a  m a t t e r  of f a c t .  

Q. W e  a l s o  had some i n d i c a t i o n  t h a t  t h e r e  may have been 
some comments, some a s i d e s ,  i n  connect ion wi th  t h e  b r i e f i n g  
r ega rd ing  t h i s  o p e r a t i o n ,  exchanged among members of  t h e  d i -  
v i s i o n  s t a f f .  Do you have any r e c o l l e c t i o n  of h e a r i n g  such a s i d e s  
q u e s t i o n i n g  of t h e  body count  and any r e f e r e n c e  t o  a  pecu- 
l i a r  o r  unusual  s i t u a t i o n  wi th  r e s p e c t  t o  i t ?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  I do, b u t  I c a n ' t  f o r  t h e  l i f e  of  m e  t e l l  
you wi th  whom, e x a c t l y  what t r a n s p i r e d ,  o r  even i f  i t ' s  i s o ­
l a t e d  t o  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  i n c i d e n t .  But t h e r e  was conversa ­
t i o n  a t  t h e  d i v i s i o n  headqua r t e r s  by t h e  g e n e r a l  and s p e c i a l  
s t a f f  o f f i c e r s ,  a group t h a t  u s u a l l y  a t e  d i n n e r  up a t  t h e  
C G ' s  mess. There was conve r sa t ion  from t i m e  t o  t i m e  about 
t h i s  i n c i d e n t ,  y e s ,  sir .  But a g a i n ,  w i th  whom, o r  s p e c i f i ­
c a l l y  when, o r  e x a c t l y  what t r a n s p i r e d ,  I c a n ' t  h o n e s t l y  say.  

Q- You d o n ' t  r e l a t e  any o f  t h a t  t o  Chaplain LEWIS? 

A. No, sir.  I d o n ' t .  

Q. Do you have any r e c o l l e c t i o n  of  h e a r i n g  of Colonel  
ANISTRANSKI, du r ing  t h i s  p e r i o d ,  going down and speaking  t o  
Colonel  HENDERSON about  an i n c i d e n t  r e l a t i n g  t o  t h e  k i l l i n g  
of c i v i l i a n s ?  

A. No, s i r .  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  it s p e c i f i c a l l y .  No, I 
don 't r e c a l l .  

MR WEST: Colonel  HOLLADAY, p r i o r  t o  your  conference wi th  
Major WATKE on Sunday evening of t h e  1 6 t h ,  Major WATKE twice  
t a l k e d  t o  Colonel  BARKER, once around noon and once l a t e r  i n  
t h e  day,  p robably  i n  t h e  l a t e  a f t e rnoon .  Do you r e c a l l  
Major WATKE d i s c u s s i n g  t h i s  wi th  you? 

A. No, s ir .  I s u r e  d o n ' t .  

(HOLLADAY) 115 APP T-12 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 



FOR O F F I C I A L  USE ONLY 
 

Q- The s u b j e c t  of Major WATKE's conve r sa t ion  w i t h  
BARKER on bo th  occas ions  was t h e  r e p o r t  of M r .  THOMPSON 
as t o  t h e  k i l l i n g s  t h a t  he had seen  t h e r e  a t  My L a i  ( 4 )  t h a t  
morning. Following THOMPSON'S r e p o r t  t o  Major WATKE and h i s  
two t a l k s  w i t h  Colonel  BARKER, l a t e r  he came t o  you,  and you 
and' he had t h e  t a l k  i n  which you agonized t h i s  o v e r ,  what had 
t r a n s p i r e d .  I thought  t h a t  perhaps  i n  l a y i n g  o u t  t h e  problem 
Major WATKE may have mentioned t o  you h i s  d i s c u s s i o n s ~ w i t h  
BARKER? 

A. H e  may w e l l  have done s o ,  M r .  WEST, b u t  I 
j u s t  s p e c i f i c a l l y  d o n ' t  r e c a l l  it. 

COL BAUER: Maybe I d i d n ' t  unders tand  it. The l a s t  t i m e  I 
asked about General  KOSTER1s awareness of what WATKE had 
brought  t o  you, whether General  YOUNG had mentioned t o  you 
t h a t  he had r e l a y e d  t h i s  in format ion  t o  General  KOSTER, 
you r e p l i e d  i n  t h e  nega t ive .  Then l a t e r  on ,  you men­
t i o n e d  t h a t  sometime between t h e  1 7 t h  and t h e  1 8 t h ,  
General  YOUNG advised  you t h a t  General  KOSTER was aware 
of t h i s ?  

A. No, I s a i d  t h a t  General  YOUNG t o l d  m e  he had 
t o l d  General  KOSTER. 

Q- Well,  I d o n ' t  unders tand  t h e  d i s t i n c t i o n ,  I mean 
t h e  awareness and be ing  t o l d ?  

A. I ' m  s ay ing  t h a t  t h i s  i s  t h e  way I made t h e  
s ta tement .  

Q .  What I s m  t r y i n g  t o  f i n d  o u t  i s  d i d  you have any 
knowledge of General  KOSTER1s awareness of t h e  charges  o r  
t h e  a l l e g a t i o n s  t h a t  THOI\IPSON had made? 

A. I c a n ' t  s p e c i f i c a l l y  respond t o  t h a t  because 
of  t h e  c o n t e x t  i n  which General  YOUNG gave it t o  m e .  H e  
s a i d ,  "I t o l d  General  KOSTER t h e  s t o r y  about t h a t  down t h e r e , "  
o r  words t o  t h a t  e f f e c t .  A s  f a r  as t o  what General  YOUNG t o l d  
General  KOSTER, I d o n ' t  know. 

Q his i s  what I ' m  i n t e r e s t e d  i n .  Did he s ay  any­
t h i n g  e l s e  t h a t  he may have s a i d . i n  h i s  d i s c u s s i o n  w i t h  Gen­
e r a l  KOSTER? . . 

A. That  w a s  it, he j u s t  t o l d  General  KOSTER t h e  s t o r y .  

Q- A t  any t i m e  i n  your conve r sa t ion  wi th  General  YOUNG, 
o r  i n  a  subsequent  d i s c u s s i o n  w i t h  WATKE, w i t h  t h e ' g r o u p  o f  
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f i v e  o r  any c o n v e r s a t i o n  which may have ensued a s  a 
r e s u l t  t h e r e o f ,  was t h e r e  a r e f e r e n c e  made t o  any burn ing ,  
e x t e n s i v e  b u r n i n g  t h a t  may have t a k e n  p l a c e  i n  My L a i ,  
bu rn ing  o r  t h e  d e s t r u c t i o n  o f  t h e  hamle t  a s  opposed t o  
t h e  d e s t r u c t i o n  of l i f e ?  

A. I f  t h a t  came o u t ,  I d o n ' t  remember it. 

I0 : With r e s p e c t  t o  Genera l  YOUNG hav ing  informed 
General  KOSTER, d i d  a t  any t i m e  subsequen t  t o  t h a t  General  
KOSTER t a l k  t o  you o r  ask  you about  i t ?  

A. NO,  sir. 

Q Did h e  q u e s t i o n  anybody t h a t  you know of  i n  
a u t h o r i t y  w i t h i n  your  u n i t ?  

A. Not t o  my knowledge, s i r .  

Q. To t h e  b e s t  of  your  knowledge and a p p r e c i a t i o n ,  
what was t h e  g e n e r a l  knowledge of t h i s  My L a i  ( 4 )  w i t h i n  
your a v i a t i o n  b s t t a l i o n ?  

A. I f e e l  t h a t  everybody,  and I use t h a t  i n  q u o t e s ,  
had heard  remnants 'o f  t h e  s t o r y ,  o r  p a r t s  of  it, o r  a l l  of  
it. They had a l s o  hea rd  t h a t  it had been r e p o r t e d  t o  t h e  
command s e c t i o n  o f  t h e  d i v i s i o n  and t h a t  it was b e i n g  i n -  
v e s t i g a t e d .  

Q- W e l l ,  t o  your  knowledge, had t h e y  been cau t i oned  
n o t  t o  t a l k  abou t  i t ?  

A. NO, sir. Not by m e .  

Q. W e l l ,  I ' m  n o t  s a y i n g  whe ther  by you o r  by anyone 
else. 

A. No, sir. Not t o  my knowledge. 

Q. Was t h e  s i t u a t i o n  e v e r  c a l l e d  t o  your  a t t e n t i o n  
when one of  t h e  b r i e f e r s  o r  p o s s i b l y  two of  t h e  b r i e f e r s  from 
d i v i s i o n  h e a d q u a r t e r s  w e r e  b r i e f i n g  some o f -  your  pe r sonne l ?  
I ' m  n o t  s u r e  what it was on,  whether  it was your  Bravo Company 
o r  a e ro - scou t  company, o r  whether  it i n c l u d e d  o t h e r  p e r s o n n e l  
of  t h e  b a t t a l i o n ,  i n  your  messha l l .  I t  w a s  p robab ly  t h e  o n l y  
p l a c e  where you cou ld  have i t ,  a l a r g e  meet ing o f  peop le .  When 
t h e  o p e r a t i o n  o f  Son My was d i s c u s s e d  where t h e y  had r e p o r t e d  
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128 k i l l e d  and s o  on ,  t h e r e  w a s  q u i t e  a b i t  of rowdyism, 
"Yeah, yeah,  you say  128 b u t  most of t hose  w e r e  women and 
c h i l d r e n , "  a l o t  of  guffaws and laughing  going on? 

A. No, s i r .  I d o n ' t  remember t h a t .  I w a s n ' t  
p r e s e n t .  W e  d i d  have a very  sma l l  o p e r a t i o n s  shack down 
t h e r e .  I d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  t h e  aero-scout  company could  have 
g o t t e n  i n  t h e r e .  

Q. When Major WATKE r e p o r t e d  t o  you, d i d  you e v e r  
i s s u e  any i n s t r u c t i o n s  t o  him t o  fo l low through on t h i s  
t h i n g  and t o  announce t h e  r e s u l t s  t o  t h e  aero-scout  u n i t ,  
t o  make t h i s  t h i n g  a m a t t e r  of r eco rd  f o r  h i s  own pro- 
t e c t i o n ,  o r  t o  fo l low through on t h i s ?  

A. No, s ir .  I f  I d i d  g i v e  him such i n s t r u c t i o n s ,  I 
d o n ' t  r e c a l l  doing so .  

Q. When you f i n a l l y  g o t  t h e  view t h a t  t h i s  r e p o r t  
d i d n ' t  respond t o  j u s t  s imply d i d n ' t  f a c e  t h e  i s s u e  of  what 
Warrant O f f i c e r  THOMPSON r e p o r t e d  t o  Major WATKE and you, d i d  
you s o  inform Major WATKE o r  anybody e l s e  i n  a u t h o r i t y  of  what 
t h e  s i t u a t i o n  was s o  he could  g e t  word back t o  t h e  people  t h a t  
had i n i t i a t e d  t h e s e  a l l e g a t i o n s ,  t h a t  t o l d  t h i s  s t o r y ,  to--wel l ,  
m e e t  t h e  requi rements  of t h e  men? They made t h e  a l l e g a t i o n s ,  
a t  l e a s t  THOMPSON d i d .  Did you g e t  word back t o  him t h a t  when 
they  checked i n t o  i t ,  t h e r e  was no founda t ion  t o  it. I t  s imply 
c a n ' t  be suppor ted  by f a c t ?  

A. No, s ir .  I d i d  n o t .  Other  t han  my comment t o  t h e  
c h i e f  of s t a f f ,  I d o n ' t  remember d i s c u s s i n g  t h i s  t h i n g  w i t h  
anyone. 

Q- W e l l ,  you see, h e r e  we come down t o  q u i t e  a paradox.
Here t hey  say  t h a t  20  i n d i v i d u a l s ,  20 c i v i i l a ~ s ,  have 
i n a d v e r t e n t l y  been k i l l e d  by a r t i l l e r y  and gunsh ips ,  and t h a t  i s  
s o r t  of one of  t h e s e  t h i n g s  t h a t  happen i n  a b a t t l e ,  s o  
t o  speak.  Y e t  t h e  a l l e g a t i o n  which you r e c e i v e d ,  t h e  i m ­
p r e s s i o n s  which you r e c e i v e d ,  were t h a t  about  120 c i v i l i a n s  were 
k i l l e d  o u t  t h e r e .  T h e r e ' s  q u i t e  a b i t  of d i f f e r e n c e  between 20 
and 120? Did you t a k e  any a c t i o n  on t h i s ,  t o  g e t  t h i s  t h i n g  
r e a l l y  b rought  t o  a head wi th  anybody i n  a u t h o r i t y ?  

A. No, sir. I d i d n ' t ,  and s i t t i n g  h e r e  now under 
t h e s e  c i rcumstances  I can see  why it would be reasonable  
t o  do  so .  But t h e r e  and then ,  under t hose  c i rcumstances ,  I 
d i d  no t .  
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Q - W e l l ,  what were t h e  c i rcumstances  t h a t  would have 
prevented  you from going t o  t h e  I G  o r  doing something? O r  
even going t o  General  KOSTER and t a l k i n g  t o  him? You 
had f r e e  a c c e s s  t o  General  KOSTER. 

A. W e l l ,  a s  I t h i n k  I answered b e f o r e ,  I could  pro- 
bab ly  g i v e  you a l o t  of reasons  b u t  I h o n e s t l y  c a n ' t  t e l l  
you why I d i d n ' t  do anyth ing  about  it. 

MR MACCRATE: I simply have one m a t t e r  of  d e t a i l  t h a t  I t h i n k  
we should  ask you, i f  we h a v e n ' t  a l r e a d y ,  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l .  Do 
you r e c a l l  on t h e  document shown t o  you by Colonel  PARSON 
whether t h e r e  w a s  a  manual s i g n a t u r e ?  You i n d i c a t e d  you 
thought  it was mimeographed, and i f  you have t h a t  k ind  of 
r e c o l l e c t i o n ,  do you remember a  manual s i g n a t u r e ?  

A. I want t o  s a y ,  M r .  MACCRATE, t h a t  I r e c a l l  a s igna ­
t u r e  on t h e  paper .  When I t r y  t o  f l u s h  it o u t  of  my memory, 
it j u s t  d o e s n ' t  f l u s h  o u t .  I ' m  s o r r y ,  I c a n ' t  s e e  it. 

Q - Do you f e e l  t h a t  t h i s  showing you t h e  paper  was 
as long  a f t e r  t h e  event  a s  subsequent  t o  t h e  24th of Apr i l ?  

A. U n t i l  t h e  t ime I s a w  t h i s ,  back i n  December, I d i d n ' t  
t h i n k  it was t h a t  long  a p e r i o d  o f  t i m e .  I w a s  s u r p r i s e d  
when I saw t h a t  d a t e .  

Q. W e  have i n d i c a t i o n s  from people  i n  headqua r t e r s  
t h e r e  was a document t h e r e  a t  an e a r l i e r  t ime ,  p o s s i b l y  w i th  
some of t h e  same informat ion  i n  it. 

A. W e l l ,  a r e  you sugges t ing  t h a t  I may have seen an 
e a r l i e r  document and am confus ing  it w i t h  t h i s  one? 

Q- That i s  my q u e s t i o n .  How c l e a r  a r e  you on your 
r e c o l l e c t i o n  t h a t  t h i s  i s  n e c e s s a r i l y  t h e  document? 

A. I f e e l  c e r t a i n  t h a t  t h i s  i s  t h e  document t h a t  I ' d  
s een  b e f o r e ,  and I can on ly  r e c a l l  s e e i n g  one document. I f  I 
s a w  an e a r l i e r  document, I j u s t  cannot  dredge it up. 

I 0 : P u t t i n g  a s i d e  t h e  d a t e  on t h i s ,  when do you t h i n k  
Colonel  PARSON showed you t h e  paper?  A couple  o f  t h i n g s  
t h a t  d i d  t r a n s p i r e  t h a t  we know of  might h e l p  you t o  f i x  t h i n g s .  
One i s  Kham DUC, which took p l a c e  on t h e  l o t h ,  l l t h ,  and 13 th  
of  May. Another i s  t h e  17 th  when Major WATKE was s h o t  down and 
went i n  t h e  h o s p i t a l .  P r i o r  t o  t h a t  t i m e ,  and I c a n ' t  r e a l l y  
f i x  any s p e c i f i c  d a t e ,  b u t  t h e  g e n e r a l  a c t i v i t y  was focused 
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p r e t t y  w e l l  up t o  t h e  n o r t h .  T h a t ' s  when t h e  b r i g a d e  was 
employed w i t h  t h e  X X I V  Corps, a  p r o v i s i o n a l  corps  I be ­
l i e v e  it was a t  t h a t  t ime? 

A. S i r ,  I b e l i e v e  so .  

Q. Can you t i e  t h a t  down t o  any of t h o s e  t h i n g s ?  

A. Well, I can say  a s s u r e d l y  it was b e f o r e  Kham Duc. 
I can p u t  it sometime i n  A p r i l ,  b u t  I c a n ' t - - I  would have 
thought  it would have been long  b e f o r e  t h e  24 th ,  b u t  I j u s t  
c a n ' t  p i n  it down, General  PEERS. I c a n ' t  r e l a t e  it t o  go ing  
up t o  t h a t  p r o v i s i o n a l  corps  i n  t h e  midst  of t h e  196th  going 
up wi th  I11 MAF and F r e d ' s  g e t t i n g  h i t  a t  Kham Duc. I want 
t o  p l a c e  it i n  a r e l a t i v e l y  q u i e t  p e r i o d  of time--a q u i e t .  day ,  
f o r  some reason  t h a t  r i n g s  a  b e l l  i n  my memory. 

Q. W e l l ,  it w a s  about  t h i s  t i m e ,  i f  you r e c a l l ,  t h a t  
General  KOSTER went on R&R back t o  Hawaii. ' r z  

!C? 
A. I d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  it was a t  t h a t  t i m e .  I ' m  s o r r y ,  
sir .  I j u s t  c a n ' t  r e l a t e  it t o  any s p e c i f i c  i n c i d e n t  t h a t  
would p i n p o i n t  t h e  t ime ,  t h a t  would narrow t h e  t ime  down w i t h i n  
t h e  month of Apr i l .  

a.

MR WEST: When d i d  you go i n t o  t h e  headqua r t e r s  t h a t  morning? 
Do you r e c a l l  t h a t ?  

A. I t  was i n  t h e  a f t e rnoon .  I t  was a p r e t t y  s t a n d a r d  
procedure.  A s  a m a t t e r  of  f a c t ,  I went t h e r e  every  n i g h t  
a l l o c a t i n g  t h e  a i r p l a n e s  f o r  t h e  fo l lowing  day. 

I0 : T h a t ' s  a f t e r  your  s t a f f  b r i e f i n g ,  t h e  a i r c r a f t  
a l l o c a t i o n  and s o  f o r t h ?  

A. Yes, s ir .  I went i n  t h e r e  about  1730 o r  something 
l i k e  t h a t .  

Q. Thi s  a l s o  w a s  t o  t h e  commanding g e n e r a l ' s  b r i e f i n g ?  

A. Y e s ,  sir. I had reason  a lmost  eve ry  evening t o  be  
i n  t h e  h e a d q u a r t e r '  s b r i e f i n g . 
Q. Well,  I wish you would t h i n k  about  t h i s ,  about when 
you saw it and about  t h e  paper  i t s e l f  and t h e  c o n t e n t s  of  t h e  
paper  which you remember s e e i n g .  I f  you dredge t h e s e  up, which 
may be d i f f e r e n t  from what you have t o l d  u s ,  and I ' m  n o t  f o r  
f o r  one minute t r y i n g  t o  p u t  thoughts  o r  i d e a s  i n  your mind, 
b u t  i f  you can c l e a r l y  and h o n e s t l y  r e c a l l ,  t h e n  I would l i k e  
t o  be a b l e  t o  t a k e  advantage of  t h a t .  But a s i d e  from t h a t ,  w e  
w i l l  l e t  your  t es t imony s t and .  
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COL FRANKLIN: I would l i k e  t o  ask a few more t h i n g s  f o r  t h e  
record .  You saw t h e  r e p o r t ,  you thought  it was a coverup. 
On whose p a r t  d i d  you t h i n k  it was a coverup,  Colonel  HOLLADAY? 
Who was cover ing  up? What l e v e l ?  

A. The i n v e s t i g a t o r ,  Colonel  HENDERSON, s ir .  

Q. Did you e v e r  have t h e  thought  i n  your mind t h a t  
d i v i s i o n  might have been cover ing  t h i s  up? Was t h i s  a 
thought  i n  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  t h a t  you had? 

A. No, s i r ,  n o t  i n  r e l a t i o n  t o  t h i s  p i e c e  of  paper .  
I t  wasn ' t  my job t o  a t t e s t  t o  t h e  v a l i d i t y  of t h i s  document. 
t h i n k  t h a t ' s  t h e  way I f e l t  about  it. 

10: Why n o t ?  This  i s  a r e a l  c r u c i a l  p o i n t  h e r e .  You 
can read  t h i s  and you t h i n k  i t ' s  a coverup. You know t h a t  
it d o e s n ' t  cover  t h e  a l l e g a t i o n  t h a t  you had r e p o r t e d .  I do 
t h i n k  i t ' s  w i t h i n  your a u t h o r i t y  t o  do something about  t h e  
v a l i d i t y  of t h i s  r e p o r t .  

A. W e l l ,  s i r ,  w i t h i n  t h e  c o n t e x t  of how i t  was shown 
t o  m e ,  I had t h e  f e e l i n g  a t  t h a t  t ime ,  and it was j u s t  a f e e l i n g ,  
t h a t  it had n o t  been shown o r  d i s p a t c h e d  t o  t h e  commanding 
gene ra l .  A t  t h a t  moment and a t  t h a t  t i m e ,  I d i d n ' t  f e e l  it 
was my r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  t o  pas s  judgment on t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  
i n  any o f f i c i a l  s ense .  

Q =  Well,  I d o n ' t  know, y o u ' r e  g e t t i n g  an a l l e g a t i o n  
of 120 c i v i l i a n s  having been k i l l e d  and t h e  emphasis should  
be  p u t  on it. P a r t i c u l a r l y  i n  South Vietnam a s  I under­
s t o o d  e v e r y t h i n g  we t r i e d  t o  do t h e r e .  A t  l e a s t  you 
can p u t  t h e  c h i e f  of s t a f f  on t h e  s p o t  r i g h t  t h e r e  t o  make 
s u r e  t h a t  t h i s  t h i n g  i s  brought  o u t  p r o p e r l y .  You r e p o r t e d  
t o  General  YOUNG. You r e p o r t e d  t o  t h e  c h i e f  of s t a f f .  You 
have n o t  had s a t i s f a c t i o n .  A s  a  m a t t e r  of f a c t ,  t h e  on ly  
t h i n g  you had was d i s s a t i s f a c t i o n  i n  t h e  sense  t h a t  you 
thought  it w a s  a coverup. You're n o t  making an a l l e g a t i o n  
a g a i n s t  t h e  commanding g e n e r a l ,  y o u ' r e  t a l k i n g  about  a su r ­
b o r d i n a t e  commander, i f  I unders tand what y o u ' r e  s ay ing  
c o r r e c t l y ,  and I t h i n k  I do. 

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

MR MACCRATE: To p u t  it ano the r  way, Colonel  HOLLADAY, what 
d i d  you a t  t h a t  t ime unders tand  t h e  d i v i s i o n  was doing o r  had 
done wi th  r e s p e c t  t o  t h i s  r e p o r t  when it was r ece ived  a t  
d i v i s i o n  headqua r t e r s?  
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A. I d o n ' t  know, o r  d i d n ' t  know t h e n ,  and I d o n ' t  
know t o  t h i s  day what t h e  d i v i s i o n  d i d  about  it. Now, 
y o u ' r e  r e f e r r i n g  t o  t h e  d i v i s i o n  a s  t h e  command s e c t i o n .  

Q .  Y e s .  

A. I d o n ' t  know, s i r ,  and I d i d n ' t  know a t  t h a t  t ime.  

Q. But r ecogn iz ing  t h i s  as a coverup when it was re­
ce ived ,  anyone who accepted  t h a t  coverup and d i d  no th ing  about  
it then  jo ined  i n  t h e  coverup. 

I C :  I would l i k e  t o  ask f o r  a r e c e s s  f o r  a few minutes .  

I0 : We w i l l  r e c e s s  f o r  a few minutes .  

(The h e a r i n g  r e c e s s e d  a t  1128 hour s ,  11 February 
1970.) 

(The h e a r i n g  reconvened a t  1135 h o u r s ,  11 February 
1970 .) 

10: The h e a r i n g  w i l l  come t o  o rde r .  

RCDR : A l l  pe rsons  who were p r e s e n t  when t h e  h e a r i n g  re­
cessed  a r e  a g a i n  p r e s e n t .  

(LTC HOLLADAY was reminded t h a t  he was s t i l l  under  
o a t h ,  and t e s t i f i e d  a s  fo l lows : )  

MR MACCRATE: Colonel  HOLLADAY, a r e  you now i n  p o s i t i o n  t o  
respond t o  my q u e s t i o n ,  o r  would you l i k e  f o r  me t o  restate 
i t ?  

A. Would you r e s t a t e  i t ,  s i r ?  

Q. A t  t h e  t ime th , a t  you were shown t h e  r e p o r t  of  
i n v e s t i g a t i o n  and you exp res sed  your  f e e l i n g s  about  it, 
what was your  unders tanding  a s  t o  what t h e  d i v i s i o n  com­
mand had done o r  was going t o  do wi th  r e s p e c t  t o  t h a t  
r e p o r t ?  

A. I f e l t  a t  t h e  t ime t h a t  it h a d n ' t  g o t t e n  t o  t h e  
command s e c t i o n ,  t h a t  i s  Colonel  GALLOWAY, General  YOUNG, and 
General KOSTER. I t  w a s  s t i l l  i n  t h e  hands o f  t h e  c h i e f  of 
s t a f f .  

Q. And you had no knowledge a s  t o  j u s t  who had o r  had 
no t  seen it a t  t h a t  t ime? 
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A. No, s ir .  I assumed a t  t h a t  s t a g e  and t h e  flow 
of documents t h a t  it had n o t  gone o u t  of t h e  c h i e f  of s t a f f ' s  
o f f i c e ,  t h a t  i s ,  t o  General  KOSTER o r  t o  General  YOUNG. 

Q- Did Colonel  PARSON g ive  you any r ea s su rance  whatso ­
e v e r  t h a t  f u r t h e r  a c t i o n  was going t o  be taken  w i t h  r e s p e c t  
t o  t h e  r e p o r t  t h a t  had been r ece ived?  

A. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  any conve r sa t ion  we had a t  t h a t  
t i m e  o t h e r  t han  my remark t o  him. However, a g a i n ,  I had 
t h e  f e e l i n g  t h a t  it was s t i l l  i n  t h e  p roces s  of going up, and 
it had been r evea l ed  t o  me i n  i t s  channel  going t o  t h e  CG. 

Q But you were g iven  no words of encouragement by 
anyth ing  he s a i d  t o  you t h a t  t h e r e  would be any a c t i o n  taken?  

A. W e l l ,  he gave m e  t h e  encouragement i n  t h i s  s ense ,  
M r .  MACCRATE. I made t h i s  s t a t emen t .  He appeared t o  agree  
w i th  m e .  . I f  t h e r e  were some words t h e r e ,  I don 't r e c a l l  them. 

Q. You a t  t h a t  t ime had conf idence  t h a t  he would do 
something about  i t  because you thought  he agreed  wi th  you, 
i s  t h a t  what y o u ' r e  say ing?  

A. W e l l ,  I would say  t h i s .  I n  no way d i d  I f e e l  
t h a t  t h a t  was go ing  t o  be t h e  end of  it. 

10: W e l l ,  subsequent  t o  t h a t  t ime ,  d i d  you e v e r  s e e  
anyth ing  done on i t  o r  d i d  anybody e v e r  t e l l  you anyth ing  
w a s  e v e r  done on i t ?  

A. N o ,  sir.  Not t h a t  I can remember. 

Q. I would imagine t h a t  Major WATKE had depa r t ed  
s h o r t l y  a f t e r  h i s  be ing  s h o t  down. But t h e r e  i s  s t i l l  
an o b l i g a t i o n  t o  f i n d  o u t  and respond t o  t h i s  a l l e g a t i o n  r e ­
c e ived  from Major WATKE and from t h e  people  involved .  You 
d i d n ' t  check w i t h  Colonel  PARSON aga in  t o  f i n d  o u t  what re­
sponses  t hey  were g e t t i n g  and what t hey  were doing and what ­
e v e r  happened t o  t h a t  p i e c e  of  paper?  

A. No, s i r .  I d i d  n o t .  

COL FRANKLIN: L e t  me ask you 'one  more q u e s t i o n ,  Colonel  
HOLLADAY. Did you have a system on g e t t i n g  b r i e f e d  each 
morning on t h e  r e p o r t s  of your u n i t ,  bo th  as t h e  b a t t a l i o n  
commander and t h e  d i v i s i o n  a v i a t i o n  o f f i c e r ?  
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A. W e  had a  meet ing eve ry  morning, a  command meet ing,  
a s  a  m a t t e r  of  r o u t i n e .  

Q- Would you be brought  up t o  d a t e  t h e n  on what had 
happened on t h e  p rev ious  day o r  p rev ious  n i g h t ' s  o p e r a t i o n s  
of your u n i t ?  

A. Y e s ,  sir.  

Q- Do you r e c a l l  a ve ry  s i g n i f i c a n t  r e p o r t  o f  
in format ion  concerning t h i s  March 1 6 t h  a c t i o n  on t h e  morning 
of t h e  17 th?  

A. No, sir.  The on ly  r e p o r t  of  t h e  a c t i o n  of  t h e  1 6 t h  
t h a t  I can r e c a l l  r e c e i v i n g  i s  t h e  one I r e c e i v e d  from Major 
WATKE. 
Q- We've had tes t imony by a guy named KUBERT. KUBERT 
worked i n  t h e  aero-scout  company. He was t h e r e  a t  D o t t i e ,  and 
he would come back a t  n i g h t  and go i n  your b a t t a l i o n  o p e r a t i o n s  
c e n t e r .  He f i l l e d  o u t  a r e p o r t  t h a t  was l a t e r  used i n  t h e  a f t e r  
a c t i o n  r e p o r t s  t h a t  he  k e p t  f i l e d  i n  a  g reen  notebook.  H e  f e e l s  
con f iden t  t h a t  he f i l l e d  o u t  a r e p o r t  on t h i s  day of  what he 
had heard on t h e  r a d i o  and what he had seen .  This  w a s  what he  
cons idered  was h i s  job.  He f i l l e d  o u t  a r e p o r t  w i t h  t h e  comment 
t h a t  1 0 0  t o  150 women and c h i l d r e n  were k i l l e d .  H e  d i d  t h i s  i n  
t h e  b a t t a l i o n  o p e r a t i o n s  c e n t e r ,  and a l s o  s e n t  a  copy of  t h i s  
t o  t h e  d i v i s i o n  a v i a t i o n  o f f i c e r  and G 2  a i r .  Do you r e c a l l  e v e r  
be ing  informed of t h i s  r e p o r t  o r  s e e i n g  i t ?  

A. No, s i r ,  I s u r e  h a v e n ' t .  I s u r e  d o n ' t .  I was t h e  
d i v i s i o n  a v i a t i o n  o f f i c e r .  No, s i r ,  I d o n ' t  remember re­
c e i v i n g  it. 

a .  So o t h e r  t h a n  Major WATKE, y o u ' r e  p r e t t y  s u r e  t h a t  
t h e r e  w a s  no feed- in  t o  you c o r r o b o r a t i n g  any in format ion?  

A. No, s i r ,  n o t  t h a t  I can r e c a l l .  

COL FRANKLIN: I have no f u r t h e r  q u e s t i o n s  sir.  

I 0 : Did you e v e r  s e e  a wi tnes s  s t a t emen t  by LLOYD? I 
t h i n k  he w a s  a l i e u t e n a n t  a t  t h e  t i m e ,  w a s n ' t  he?  

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q - Before  your  d a i l y  a f t e r  a c t i o n  r e p o r t  w a s  p u t  t o g e t h e r ,  
d i d  you e v e r  s e e  a s t a t emen t  t h e r e  t h a t  LLOYD had r e p o r t e d  
h i s  d i s c u s s i o n  w i t h  THOMPSON, and what THOMPSON had seen?  
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A. I f  I saw it, s i r ,  I c a n ' t  remember. I c a n ' t  r e c a l l  
it. 

MR MACCRATE: Colonel  HOLLADAY, w e  unders tand t h a t  you l e f t  
t h e  America1 Div i s ion  on o r  about  18 J u l y  of  1968. I n  t h e  
i n t e r v e n i n g  two and one-half t o  t h r e e  months p r i o r  t o  your 
d e p a r t u r e ,  d i d  you have any s u s p i c i o n  t h a t  t h e r e  was a  cover-
up a t  t h e  d i v i s i o n  command l e v e l  of t h i s  i n c i d e n t ,  and of 
what had taken  p l a c e ,  and of t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  and r e p o r t -  
i n g  of  t h e  i n c i d e n t ?  

A. N o ,  sir. 

Q. Desp i t e  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  you had seen  t h i s  r e p o r t  
and heard  n o t h i n g  i n  t h e  i n t e r v e n i n g  two and one-half  t o  
t h r e e  months, you had no s u s p i c i o n  t h e r e  w a s  a coverup? 

A. NO, s ir .  I d o n ' t .  I n  t h e  c o n t e x t  t h a t  you p u t  
it, I must h o n e s t l y  s t a t e  t h a t  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  e v e r  having any 
 

conscious  t hough t s  of t h a t  be ing  t h e  ca se .  
  


Q. W e l l ,  what d i d  you a t  t h a t  t ime  unders tand had 
 

happened t o  t h a t  r e p o r t ?  
  


A. I had no unders tanding  of  what happened t o  it. 
 

I assumed it went on i n  t o  General  KOSTER, and what happened 
 

t o  it a f t e r  t h a t  I don' t know. 
 


Q. Did you cont inue  t o  have a u n i t  o p e r a t e  wi th  t h e  
  

l l t h  Brigade du r ing  t h i s  pe r iod?  
  


A. Y e s ,  s i r .  To t h e  b e s t  of  my r e c o l l e c t i o n ,  t h e  
  

aero-scout  company s t a y e d  down t h e r e  working t h a t  a r e a ,  
  

p r i n c i p a l l y  working t h a t  a r e a ,  t h e  remainder of my t ime i n  
  

t h e  d i v i s i o n .  
  


Q- Did you e v e r  h e a r  t h a t  any member of t h e  11 th  
Brigade had been d i s c i p l i n e d  o r  reprimanded i n  any way, t h a t  
any a c t i o n  whatsoever had been taken  a f t e r  t h i s ,  t h e  t ime you 
s a w  t h i s  r e p o r t  o f  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ?  

A. No, s i r ,  I d i d  n o t .  I was aware t h a t  t h e r e  were 
s e v e r a l  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s ,  one s p e c i f i c a l l y  a  very  hush-hush t h i n g  
going on. I never  d i d  know what t h a t  was about ,  and t h a t ' s  
t h e  on ly  knowledge t h a t  I have of any th ing  be ing  i n v e s t i g a t e d ,  s ir .  

Q. You s a y  t h a t  t h e r e  w a s  something going on i n  t h e  
headqua r t e r s  w i t h  r e s p e c t  t o  an i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  b u t  you d i d n ' t  
have any i n d i c a t i o n s  t h a t  i t  r e l a t e d  back t o  t h i s  i n c i d e n t ?  
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I 0 : Before  w e  r e c e s s ,  Colonel  HOLLADAY, I am going t o  
g i v e  you an o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  ask any q u e s t i o n s  you may want t o  
ask o r ,  i f  you would l i k e ,  t o  e n t e r  a s t a t emen t  i n t o  t h e  r e c o r d  
a t  t h i s  t i m e .  

A. I have no q u e s t i o n s ,  s i r ,  and I h a v e n ' t  any th ing  t o  
say .  

I 0 : Before  we r e c e s s  I would l i k e  t o  aga in  
c a u t i o n  you t h a t  you have been d i r e c t e d  n o t  t o  d i s c u s s  your 
tes t imony h e r e  w i t h  o t h e r s .  I ' m  s u r e  t h a t  you know t h e  
l i m i t a t i o n s ,  t h a t  you a r e  n o t  p rec luded  from appear ing  be ­
f o r e  one of t h e  l e g i s t l a t i v e  committees,  f o r  example. 

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

I0: The h e a r i n g  w i l l  r e c e s s .  

(The h e a r i n g  r eces sed  a t  1150 hour s ,  11 February 
1970 .) 
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SUMMARY OF TESTIMONY 

WITNESS: KELLENBENZ, Ronald 1 L T  

DATE OF TESTIMONY: 15 January  1970 

PLACE OF TESTIMONY: Pentagon 

WITNESS SUSPECTED OF: N/A 

COUNSEL : None 

DUTY ASSIGNMENT: Witness jo ined Aero-Scouts,  123d 
Avia t ion  B a t t a l i o n  on 9 A p r i l  1968. 

1. KNOWLEDGE OF THE MY LA1 OPERATION. 

The w i t n e s s  had a d i s c u s s i o n  w i t h  Warrant O f f i c e r  
THOMPSON on t h e  day THOMPSON r e c e i v e d  an  award (pgs .  4 ,  5 ) .  
THOMPSON s a i d  he  had landed h i s  h e l i c o p t e r  and evacuated  
some c i v i l i a n s  from a t r e n c h  (pgs .  4 ,  5 ) .  THOMPSON d i d  
n o t  s a y  any th ing  about  s e e i n g  any dead c i v i l i a n s  o r  marking 
wounded c i v i l i a n s  wi th  smoke (pg. 5 ) .  THOMPSON seemed u p s e t  
about  t h e  s u b j e c t  (pg. 6 ) .  

2. KNOWLEDGE ABOUT AN INVESTIGATION. 

Ne i the r  THOMPSON nor WATKE e v e r  mentioned an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  
t o  t h e  w i t n e s s  (pg. 6 )  . However, s i n c e  r e t u r n i n g  from 
Vietnam i n  November 1968, KELLENBENZ heard  from CWO GUALPIER 
t h a t  WATKE had e i t h e r  fol lowed up on an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  o r  p u t  
i n  a r e q u e s t  f o r  an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  (pgs .  6 ,  7 ) .  He never  
hea rd  anyone cau t ioned  n o t  t o  d i s c u s s  t h e  My ~ a ii n c i d e n t  
whi le  it w a s  be ing  i n v e s t i g a t e d  (pg. 7 ) .  

3 .  OTHER INFORMATION. 

a .  KELLENBENZ r e l a t e d  an i n c i d e n t  i n  which h e  was t o l d  
by a b a t t a l i o n  commander t h a t  a l l  c i v i l i a n s  had evacuated  t h e  
P i n k v i l l e  a r e a  and t h a t  t h e  w i t n e s s  was t o  k i l l  anything t h a t  
moved t h e r e  (pgs .  7 ,  8 ) .  The w i t n e s s  was f l y i n g  a n  H-23 
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a t  t h e  t i m e  (pg. 8 ) .  The w i t n e s s  k i l l e d  e i g h t  males ,  
a l l  had weapons and some were i n  uniform (pgs.  7 ,  9 )  . 
This was sometime i n  May (pgs.  8 ,  11). He could  n o t  
r e c a l l  which b a t t a l i o n  was involved (pg.  1 0 )  . 

b.  The w i t n e s s  d i d  n o t  n o t i c e  any th ing  unusual  i n  
My Lai  ( 4 )  , such a s  f r e s h  g r a v e s ,  when he overf lew t h e  
a r e a  (pgs .  8 ,  1 0 ) .  
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(The h e a r i n g  reconvened a t  1447 hour s ,  15  January 
1970 .) 

I 0 : The h e a r i n g  w i l l  come t o  o rde r .  

RCDR: The fo l lowing  named persons  a r e  p r e s e n t ;  LTG 
PEERS, MR MACCRATE, LTC BAUER, LTC NOLL, and. MAJ LYNN. 

S i r ,  t h e  n e x t  w i t n e s s  is L ieu tenan t  Ronald 
KELLENBENZ. 

(1LT KELLENBENZ was sworn a s  a w i tnes s  and t e s -  
t i f i e d  a s  fo l lows: )  

For  t h e  r eco rd ,  w i l l  you s t a t e  your f u l l  name, 
g rade ,  S o c i c a l  S e c u r i t y  number, o r g a n i z a t i o n ,  and s t a t i o n ?  

A .  Ronald Lewis KELLENBENZ, F i r s t  L i e u t e n a n t ,  In­
fantry, 213-48-2285, Department of T a c t i c s ,  F o r t  S t ewar t ,  
Georgia. 

RCDR : Lieu tenan t  KELLENBENZ, t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  was 
d i r e c t e d  j o i n t l y  by t h e  S e c r e t a r y  of t h e  Army and t h e  Chief 
of t h e  United S t a t e s  Army f o r  t h e  purpose of de te rmin ing  
c e r t a i n  f a c t s  and making f i n d i n g s  and recommendations con­
ce rn ing : 

(1) t h e  adequacy of p r i o r  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  and 
i n q u i r i e s  i n t o ,  and subsequent  reviews and r e p o r t s  w i t h i n  t h e  
cha in  of command, of  what i s  now commonly r e f e r r e d  t o  a s  t h e  
My L a i  i n c i d e n t  of  16 March 1968; and 

(2) t h e  p o s s i b l e  suppres s ion  o r  w i thho ld ing  o f  
in format ion  by any person who had a du ty  t o  r e p o r t  and t o  
f u r n i s h  in format ion  concerning t h i s  i n c i d e n t .  

Th i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  i s  n o t  be ing  conducted t o  
i n v e s t i g a t e  a l l  f a c t s  and c i rcumstances  of what happened i n  
My L a i .  I t  i s  d i r e c t e d  t o  t h o s e  s p e c i f i c  purposes  which I 
have j u s t  s t a t e d .  

General  PEERS has  had made a v a i l a b l e  t o  him and 
h a s  reviewed p r i o r  o f f i c i a l  s t a t e m e n t s  ob ta ined  i n  o t h e r  
o f f i c i a l  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  made i n t o  t h e  My L a i  i n c i d e n t .  
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Your tes t imony w i l l  b e  t aken  under o a t h .  A ver ­
ba t im t r a n s c r i p t  w i l l  be  p repared .  A t a p e  r e c o r d i n g  i s  be ing  
made i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  verba t im n o t e s  be ing  t aken  by t h e  
r e p o r t e r .  

Although t h e  g e n e r a l  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  o f  t h e  re­
p o r t  w i l l  b e  c o n f i d e n t i a l ,  it i s  p o s s i b l e  t h a t  tes t imony 
o r  p a r t s  of  it may l a t e r  become a  m a t t e r  of p u b l i c  knowledge. 

I0 : Lieu tenan t  KELLENBENZ, i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  myse l f ,  t h e  
people  a t  t h e  t a b l e  are M r .  MACCRATE on my immediate l e f t ,  
who i s  a c i v i l i a n  lawyer who has  vo lun teered  h i s  s e r v i c e s  t o  
t h e  S e c r e t a r y  of t h e  Army t o  a s s i s t  me i n  t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  
and a l s o  t o  p rov ide  m e  w i t h  l e g a l  counsel  th roughout  t h e  
i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  On my r i g h t  i s  L ieu tenan t  Colonel  BAUER, and 
L ieu tenan t  Colonel  NOLL. These i n d i v i d u a l s  have been appoin t -  
ed by t h e  S e c r e t a r y  of t h e  Army and t h e  Chief of  S t a f f  t o  
a s s i s t  m e  i n  t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h i s  group,  
t h e r e  a r e  s t i l l  o t h e r  groups of i n d i v i d u a l s  a s s igned  t o  t h i s  
i n v e s t i g a t i o n  who a r e  i n t e r r o g a t i n g  o t h e r  i n d i v i d u a l s .  How­
e v e r ,  it w i l l  be  up t o  m e  t o  complete t h e  r e p o r t  and make t h e  
f i n a l  f i n d i n g s  and recommendations. 

You a r e  d i r e c t e d  n o t  t o  d i s c u s s  your t es t imony 
i n  t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  wi th  o t h e r s ,  i n c l u d i n g  o t h e r  w i t n e s s e s .  
f o r  t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  excep t  a s  you may be r e q u i r e d  t o  do s o  
b e f o r e  a competent j u d i c i a l ,  l e g i s l a t i v e ,  o r  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  
body. I d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  you have been c i t e d  by t h e  m i l i t a r y  
judge i n  t h e  g e n e r a l  c o u r t - m a r t i a l  c a s e  of t h e  United S t a t e s  
v. Ca l ley .  Is t h a t  c o r r e c t ?  

A. I h a v e n ' t ,  sir.  

Q. Well,  i f  by chance you a r e  c i t e d  i n  t h a t  c a s e  o r  
any of t h e  o t h e r  c a s e s ,  your appearance h e r s  would i n  no way 
change t h e  a p p l i c a b i l i t y  o r  t h e  e f f e c t  of t h a t  o r d e r  o r  t h o s e  
o r d e r s .  

Now, do you have any q u e s t i o n s  concerning any- 
t h i n g  we've d i s c u s s e d  up t o  t h i s  p o i n t ?  

No, sir.  

Q e  Would you s ta te  your duty  ass ignment  as of t h e  
16 March 1968? 
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A .  A s  o f  16 March 1968 I was ass igned  t o  Headquart ­
ers and Headquar ters  Company, 196th L i g h t  I n f a n t r y  Brigade,  
Avia t ion  S e c t i o n .  

Q When d i d  you become ass igned  t o  t h e  aero-scout  
company of t h e  123d Avia t ion  B a t t a l i o n ?  

A. S h o r t l y  t h e r e a f t e r ,  s i r ,  about--I 'm n o t  e x a c t l y  
s u r e  of t h e  d a t e ,  b u t  a s  f a r  a s  my f l i g h t  r eco rds  a r e  con­
ce rned ,  t h e  l a s t  day I f lew f o r  t h e  196th was 9 A p r i l .  

Q. And how long a f t e r  you jo ined  t h e  aero-scout  
company d i d  you remain w i t h  t h a t  u n i t ?  

A. U n t i l  my DROS, sir.  

Q. Which w a s  when? 

A. 8 November 196 8.  

Q. If you w e r e  n o t  a s s igned  t o  t h e  u n i t  on t h e  16 th  
or u n t i l  sometime i n  A p r i l ,  it i s  probably conce ivab le  t h a t  
you d i d  n o t  f l y  w i th  t h e  u n i t  on t h a t  d a t e .  

A. I d i d  f l y  t h a t  day,  b u t  n o t  w i th  t h e  aero-scout  
company. 

Q. Where w e r e  you f l y i n g  t h a t  day,  do you r e c a l l ?  

A. A s  f a r  a s  my f l i g h t  r e c o r d s ,  I looked i n  my 
f l i g h t  r e c o r d s ,  s i r ,  and it s a i d  2 . 4  hours  from Chu L a i  t o  
Danang and back t o  Chu L a i ,  a c ross -count ry  miss ion .  

Q. What d i d  you normally f l y  when you w e r e  f l y i n g  
i n  t h e  196th? 

A. I t  was u s u a l l y  a c o u r i e r  run o r  a command and 
c o n t r o l  a i r c r a f t  w i t h  a b r i g a d e  commander o r  w i th  a b a t t a l ­
i o n  commander. 

Q. Now, when you jo ined  t h e  ae ro - scou t  company, you 
w e r e  a newcomer a r r i v i n g  i n  t h e  u n i t .  Was t h e r e  any par ­
t i c u l a r  t o p i c  of conve r sa t ion  going on w i t h i n  t h i s  u n i t  t h a t  
you r e c a l l ?  
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A.  Well, s i r ,  t h e  on ly  t h i n g  t h a t  w a s  go ing  on t h e n  
was t h a t  I more o r  less f i l l e d  a s l o t  t h a t  had been f i l l e d  
by Capta in  LLOYD, t h e n  L ieu tenan t  LLOYD. 

Q Y e s .  

A .  H e  was k i l l e d  a few days--I'm s o r r y ,  h e  was n o t  
k i l l e d .  H e  w a s  medevac9d a few days b e f o r e  I went t o  t h e  
u n i t ,  and it w a s  j u s t  a bad happening f o r  o u r  u n i t .  Tha t  
was be ing  t a l k e d  about .  

Q. What d a t e  w a s  t h i s ?  Do you r e c a l l ?  

A.  When L ieu tenan t  LLOYD w a s  s h o t  down? 

Q Y e s .  

A.  No, s i r .  I imagine somewhere around between t h e  
9 t h  o r  1 4 t h ,  somewhere i n  t h a t  v i c i n i t y .  

O f  A p r i l ?  

A .  Y e s ,  sir. 

Q. Did you h e a r  any t a l k i n g  going on w i t h i n  t h e  corn­
pany concerning what might have happened a t  My L a i  and what 
t hey  saw a t  My L a i  o r  Son My V i l l a g e  on t h e  1 6 t h  o r  i n  t h a t  
t i m e  pe r iod?  

A. Y e s ,  sir. I b e l i e v e  I d i d .  It was n o t  when I 
f i r s t  g o t  t o  t h e  u n i t  though,  b u t  when M r .  THOMPSON rece ived  
h i s  award. I had f o r g o t t e n  t h e  i n c i d e n t .  I t  had been men­
t i o n e d  t o  m e  t h a t  h e  had done t h i s ,  b u t  n o t  from him o r  any­
body i n  o u r  u n i t ,  and I had f o r g o t t e n  what h e  d i d ,  and I asked 
him, and h e  t o l d  me t h a t  more o r  l e s s  what went on down t h e r e .  

Q You t a l k e d  t o  THOMPSON3 

A .  Y e s ,  s ir .  We were i n  t h e  s c o u t  p l a toon  t o g e t h e r .  

Q. Do you recall  what h e  t o l d  you? This  would be  
f a i r l y  l a t e  t h e n  i n  t h e  game, wouldn ' t  i t ?  

A .  Y e s .  I t  would be a t  t h e  end of my t o u r ,  about  
August o r  September, o r  around i n  t h e r e .  A s  f a r  as what h e  
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s a i d  was concerned,  it was ve ry  g e n e r a l ,  j u s t  t h a t  h e  had 
landed h i s  a i r c r a f t ,  and went ove r ,  and c a l l e d  some c i v i l i a n s  
o u t  of a  t r e n c h  l i ne - - I 'm  n o t  s u r e  i f  t h a t  i s  t h e  e x a c t  t e r ­
minology h e  had used--and they  came o u t .  He had a  d i s c u s s i o n  
w i t h  a  l i e u t e n a n t  t h a t  was t h e r e .  I c o u l d n ' t  b e  s u r e  whether 
it was L ieu tenan t  CALLEY o r  n o t .  He went over  and g o t  t h e  
c i v i l i a n s  ou t .  Now, a s  t o  how t h e y  e v a c ' d  t h e  c i v i l i a n s  o r  
what went on a f t e r  t h a t ,  I ' m  n o t  s u r e ,  s ir .  

Q =  Did he t e l l  you about  s e e i n g  a l o t  of wounded 
c i v i l i a n s  around t h e  p l a c e  t h a t  he  marked wi th  smoke? 

A. No, sir.  H e  d i d n ' t  say- ­

Q. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Did he  say  anyth ing  about  s e e i n g  
any dead c i v i l i a n s  around? 

A.  No, s ir .  

Q- H e  j u s t  t a l k e d  abou t  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  i n c i d e n t ?  
Tha t  is  a l l  he  w a s  t a l k i n g  about?  

A .  J u s t  t h a t  one p a r t  of  t h e  i n c i d e n t ,  s i r .  

Q. Did h e  mention p i c k i n g  up a sma l l  wounded c h i l d ?  

A .  H e  mentioned p i c k i n g  up--I d o n ' t  know whether h e  
picked him up i n  h i s  a i r c r a f t  o r  had someone else p i ck  him 
up f o r  him, because t h e  s c o u t s  worked a s  a  team i n  t h r e e  a i r ­
c r a f t . 
9 Could you be  a l i t t l e  more p r e c i s e  about  when you 
t a l k e d  t o  THOMPSON? 

A .  It  w a s  t h e  day h e  r ece ived  h i s  awards. I r e a l l y  
wou ldn ' t  know what day t h a t  w a s .  

Q Was h e  t h e  on ly  one t o  r e c e i v e  an award t h a t  day 
o r  was it an award ceremony? 

A .  I t  was t h e  u sua l  awards ceremony. A s  a  m a t t e r  
of  f a c t ,  h e  may n o t  have been i n  o u r  u n i t .  He l e f t  our  u n i t  
b e f o r e  he  w a s  medevac'd and went back t o  t h e  Arnerical D iv i s ion  
a r t i l l e r y  s e c t i o n .  I t  seems t o  m e  h e  was back i n  t h e  Arnerical 
D iv i s ion  a r t i l l e r y  s e c t i o n  and j u s t  came down f o r  t h a t  par ­
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t i c u l a r  ceremony. I t  j u s t  seems t h a t  way t o  m e .  

Q- When was THOMPSON medevac'd? 

A .  H e  h u r t  h i s  back,  s i r ,  f l y i n g  wi th  t h e  d i v i s i o n  
a r t i l l e r y  s e c t i o n .  I t  was, I b e l i e v e ,  September o r  October.  

Q. Did you n o t i c e  any s t r a n g e  a t t i t u d e  i n  t h e  corn­
pany concerning what might have happened t h e r e ?  

A. No, sir. 

Q. THOMPSON, when h e  t a l k e d  t o  you, d i d  h e  seem t o  
j u s t  want t o  g e t  something o f f  of  h i s  c h e s t  o r  d i d  h e  seem 
a l i t t l e  b i t  i r r i t a t e d  about  t h i s  whole, c o l d  happening? 

A. H e  w a s  f a i r l y  i r r i t a t e d ,  s i r ,  about  t h e  i nc iden t - ,  
b u t  h e  d i d n ' t  dwel l  on t h e  s u b j e c t .  I guess he  more o r  less 
k e p t  it t o  himself  w i t h  t h e  excep t ion  of  what I t o l d  you, 
sir. You could t e l l  t h a t  h e  was upse t  about  it. 

Q. Did h e  e v e r  t e l l  you anyth ing  o r  d i d  you e v e r  
h e a r  anyth ing  about  an i n v e s t i g a t i o n ?  

A. No, sir.  

Q Did Major WATKE e v e r  t e l l  you about  an i n v e s t i ­
g a t i o n  o r  any th ing  t h a t  was be ing  conducted? 

A. No, sir.  I had hea rd  about  it, s i r .  I had hea rd  
about  it from a f r i e n d  of mine. This  i s  s i n c e  I ' v e  been back 
from Vietnam. We w e r e  bo th  s c o u t  p i l o t s  wi th  t h e  u n i t ,  and 
he  t o l d  me t h a t  h e  b e l i e v e d  t h a t  Major WATKE had fol lowed up 
on an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  o r  p u t  i n  some s o r t  of r e q u e s t  f o r  an 
i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  This  is  j u s t  hearsay  from him. 

Q. Who was t h i s  i n d i v i d u a l  you were t a l k i n g  t o ?  

A. Thi s  was Chief Warrant O f f i c e r  GAUTHIER. 

Q GAUTHIER? 

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q G-A-U-T-H-I-E-R? 
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A. Y e s ,  sir.  

Q. H e  a l s o  had been a p i l o t  i n  t h e  123d? 

A. Y e s ,  sir.  H e  was w i th  t h e  u n i t  t h e  day of My L a i ,  
b u t  I d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  t h a t  he  f lew t h a t  day. 

Q - But h e  vo lun tee red  t o  you, a s  you r e c a l l  your 
d i s c u s s i o n ,  t h a t  h e  thought  Major WATKE had r e p o r t e d  it and 
it was be ing  i n v e s t i g a t e d ?  

A. Y e s ,  sir.  

Q- Is t h a t  t h e  subs t ance  of i t ?  

A. Y e s ,  sir.  T h a t ' s  about  it. 

Q. Did you a t  any t ime e v e r  h e a r  t h e  o f f i c e r s  o r  t h e  
p i l o t s ,  o f f i c e r  pe r sonne l ,  be ing  cau t ioned  about  n o t  t a l k i n g  
about  t h i s  t h i n g  o r :  " L e t ' s  n o t  pas s  any rumors about  t h i s  
ma t t e r .  I t ' s  be ing  i n v e s t i g a t e d  and w e ' l l  know more about  it 
l a t e r " ?  

A.  NO, sir.  

Q Did you e v e r  h e a r  any e n l i s t e d  men be ing  s o  
cau t ioned?  

A. NO, sir.  

Q =  Aside from what GAULPIER t o l d  you and what 
THOMPSON had i n d i c a t e d  t o  you, d i d  you e v e r  have cause  t o  sus ­
p e c t  t h a t  any th ing  unusual  had t aken  p l a c e  down i n  t h e  Son My 
area on t h e  1 6 t h  of  March o r  t h e  17 th?  

A. No, s ir .  Other  t h a n  t h a t - - t h e r e  is  one t h i n g  I 
t o l d  t h e  men t h a t  came up and in t e rv i ewed  me t h a t  I person ­
a l l y  had worked t h a t  a r e a ,  f l y i n g  t h e  s c o u t  j u s t  l i k e  M r .  
THOMPSON. I was t o l d  by a b a t t a l i o n  commander working t h e  
area t h a t  a l l  c i v i l i a n s  had been complete ly  evacua ted  from 
t h e  a r e a  and was t o l d  t o  k i l l  any th ing  t h a t  was i n  t h e r e ,  
and I k i l l e d  e i g h t  people  i n  t h e r e .  A couple  had uniforms on,  
and t h e  o t h e r s  were a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  them. But I thought  t h a t  
I might b r i n g  it up t o  you t h a t  t h e  b a t t a l i o n  commander d i d  
p u t  it o u t  t h a t  way. 
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Q The b a t t a l i o n  commander? 

A. I have no i d e a  whether  t h i s  b a t t a l i o n  commander 
would b e  t h e  same one.  I t  w a s  much l a t e r ,  p o s s i b l y  May, 
s i r ,  when t h i s  took p l a c e .  

Q . W e l l ,  i f  you w e r e  f l y i n g  one of t h o s e  s c o u t s  
down t h e r e ,  a t  t h a t  t ime were you f l y i n g  H-23's o r  w e r e  you 
f l y i n g  LOH ' s ?  

A. An H-23, sir.  

Q. id you e v e r  g e t  down r e a l l y  low t o  t h e  ground 
down around My L a i  ( 4 ) ? 

A.  Y e s ,  sir.  

Q Did you e v e r  s e e  anyth ing  s t r a n g e  down t h e r e ?  

A. I t  was r a the r - -we l l ,  it had been f a i r l y  much de­
s t r o y e d ,  s i r .  A s  a m a t t e r  o f  f a c t ,  t h e  f i r s t  VC t h a t  I k i l l ­
ed was i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  of  My L a i .  I t  would have made it r i g h t  
around t h e  mid-April p a r t .  A s  f a r  a s  t h e  P i n k v i l l e  i t s e l f ,  
we d i d n ' t  see any males i n  t h e r e  u s u a l l y .  I f  you d i d ,  t h e y  
would u s u a l l y  t r y  t o  run from you o r  t o  evade you. Very sel ­
dom d i d  you s e e  any women and c h i l d r e n  when you f l y  over  t h e  
a r e a .  Of cou r se ,  t h e y  have q u i t e  a b i t  of n o t i c e  from a l l  o f  
t h e  n o i s e  t h e  a i r c r a f t  makes. 

Q. I f  you saw women and c h i l d r e n ,  would you cons ide r  
your  orders--would t h e y  b e  subject--would you t a k e  them un­
d e r  f i r e ,  t oo?  

A. No, s i r .  Not u n l e s s  t hey  had weapons, w e  saw t h e  
weapons, o r  they  a t tempted  t o  evade u s ,  o r  i f  t h e y  f i r e d  a t  
us .  Now, s i r ,  it w a s  more o r  less up t o  d i s c r e t i o n  as f a r  
as--now c h i l d r e n  would run from t h e  a i r c r a f t  j u s t  from be ing  
a f r a i d  of t h e  a i r c r a f t  o r  something l i k e  t h a t .  W e  u s u a l l y  
d i d n ' t  shoo t  a t  a c h i l d  f o r  evading--I  mean we d i d n ' t  s h o o t  
a c h i l d  f o r  evading u n l e s s  t hey  had a weapon. 

Q. What I ' m  r e a l l y  g e t t i n g  a t  i s  t h e  i n s t r u c t i o n  t h a t  
you heard  t h a t  was passed  down from t h e  b a t t a l i o n  commander. 
Did you shoo t  a t  any th ing  t h a t  was a l i v e  i n  t h e r e ?  That  i s  
g e n e r a l l y  t h e  way t h a t  I accep ted  it. But you a r e  t e l l i n g  m e  
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something d i f f e r e n t  a t  the  moment which is  t o  shoot  the m i l ­
i t a ry-age  males o r  any of those who attempted t o  evade you. 
So would you c l a r i f y  t h a t  p o i n t  f o r  me? What was your i n t e r ­
p r e t a t i o n  of what you should shoot  i n  the  VC-controlled a rea ,  
f o r  example? 

A.  This day I was t e l l i n g  you about t h e  b a t t a l i o n  
commander? Is t h a t  what you mean, s i r ?  

Q. Yes. 

A. My i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  was, he had s a i d  t o  k i l l  any­
t h i n g  t h a t  moves i n  t h e  P i n k v i l l e  a r e a ,  and--well, he read 
o f f  t h e  coordina tes  of our search  a r e a ,  and he s a i d  t h a t  every ­
one had been evacuated--all  c i v i l i a n s  had been evacuted. I 
saw.a  couple small ch i ld ren  t h e r e .  I d i d  not  k i l l  them. But 
t h e r e  were a few people w i t h  weapons and uniforms and t h a t  and 
some more around them. And it I s  very--you. know, i n  the  H-2 3 ' s 
usua l ly ,  i f  yc-a k i l l e d  anyone from an H-2 3 ,  you were usual ly  
i n  a hover ,  maybe 20 f e e t  above them, and you had very good 
v i s i b i t y  of the  area .  

Q These people t h a t  you k i l l e d ,  were they a l l  i n  a 
group t h a t  had weapons? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q How many d i d  you k i l l  i n  My Lai ( 4 ) ?  

A. Eight .  

Q Right in- ­

A .  ( In te rpos ing)  I n  My Lai  ( 4 ) ,  s i r ?  

Q. Yes. 

A.  Oh, I d o n ' t  know, s i r .  It  was a P i n k v i l l e  a rea .  

Q. Yes. On t h a t  b i g  map (Exhibi t  MAP-1)  you can s e e  
t h e  a r e a  c a l l e d  P i n k v i l l e  p r e t t y  wel l  over on t h e  coast  and 
then  about 3 ki lometers  on down along Highway 521 you n o t i c e  
t h e  v i l l a g e  of My Lai ( 4 ) ,  j u s t  northwest of H i l l  85 t h e r e .  

A. As  f a r  as  My Lai  ( 4 )  is concerned, I d o n ' t  t h ink  
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I k i l l e d  anybody over  t h e r e  t h a t  day. 

Q. Y e s .  

A .  ~ u ti n  t h e  P i n k v i l l e  a r e a  i t s e l f ,  r i g h t  t h e r e  
i n  t h e  s c a r l e t - c o l o r e d  a r e a ,  t h a t  was where t h e  m a j o r i t y  o f  
  
them w e r e .  There was one t h a t  t r i e d  t o  c r o s s  t h e  r i v e r  j u s t  
  
a t  t h e  e x t e n t  of t h a t  l i t t l e  pen insu la  t h e r e .  I k i l l e d  him. 
 

Q W e l l ,  l e t ' s  go back t o  My L a i  ( 4 )  i t s e l f .  Had 
you been i n  and through t h a t  a r e a  t h e r e ?  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  
  

Q Over t h a t  a t  a hover?  
  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q Did you see anyth ing  unusual  about  t h e  o u t s k i r t s ?  

A. No, s ir .  From what I unders tood from t h e  ground 
t r o o p s ,  j u s t  from normal t a l k ,  t h a t  was a r e a l l y  bad a r e a  f o r  
booby t r a p s  and t h i n q s  l i k e  t h a t .  But a s  f a r  as sma l l  a r m s  
f i r e - o r  authomat ic  weapons f i r e  o r  any th ing  l i k e  t h a t ,  it 
j u s t  u s u a l l y  d i d n ' t  happen. 

Q Did you n o t i c e  any new graves  around t h e  o u t s i d e  
of  t h e  v i l l a g e ,  o r  i n  t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

A. NO, s i r .  I r e a l l y  c o u l d n ' t  say .  

S i r ,  may I c l a r i f y  one more t h i n g  f o r  you? Th i s  
b a t t a l i o n  commander I was t a l k i n g  about ,  t h i s  w a s  n o t  o u r  
a v i a t i o n  b a t t a l i o n  commander. Th i s  was t h e  ground b a t t a l i o n  
commander i n  charge o f  t h e  a r e a .  

Q What b a t t a l i o n  was i t ?  Do you know? 

A. I don Y know. 

Q. Did you con t inue  t o  work o u t  of  LZ D o t t i e ?  

A .  Y e s ,  s ir .  This  miss ion d i d  go o u t  of  LZ D o t t i e .  
  

MR MACCRATE: Can you f i x  t h e  approximate t i m e  of t h e  miss ion?  
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A. I t  was i n  t h e  morning, s ir .  

Q. Not t h e  t i m e  of  t h e  day,  b u t  t h e  month i n  which 
it occur red?  

A. I would say  May. I c o u l d n ' t  r e a l l y  b e  s u r e .  The 
on ly  way t h a t  I cou ld  be  s u r e  i s  i f  I could  s e e  a l i s t  of k i l l ­
ed - in -ac t ion  r e c o r d s  from o u r  u n i t ,  because 2 days p r i o r  t o  
t h i s ,  w e  k i l l e d  approximately  23 people  of  a North Vietnamese 
t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  company i n  a v a l l e y  sou th  of Minh Long S p e c i a l  
Forces  camp. Two days a f t e r  t h a t  is  when--it was b e f o r e  I went 
on R&R,  and I went on R&R i n  Zune. 

Q Did you l i v e  i n  t h e  same hootch wi th  M r .  THOMPSON? 

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  
-

Q. What p e r i o d  of t i m e  d i d  you l i v e  w i t h  him? 

A.  W e l i ,  s i r ,  w e  had a d j o i n i n g  hootches  f o r  t h e  d i ­
v i s i o n  a r t i l l e r y  s e c t i o n  and 196th Brigade a v i a t i o n  s e c t i o n .  
So w e  knew each  o t h e r  b e f o r e  w e  went t o  t h e  s c o u t  company from 
approximately  January ,  beg in ing  January u n t i l  h e  was medevac'd. 

Q. W e l l ,  d i d  he  t r a n s f e r  o u t  of  t h e  hootch when h e  
went back t o  a r t i l l e r y ?  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q Do you happen t o  know t h e  c i rcumstances  of t h i s  
t r a n s f e r  from t h e  123d back t o  a r t i l l e r y ?  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  I b e l i e v e  he  r eques t ed  it ,  reques t ed  
t o  g e t  o u t  of  t h e  s c o u t s  and go back t o  h i s  o l d  u n i t .  

Q Did h e  t a l k  t o  you about t h a t  r e q u e s t ?  

A. No, sir.  I t  w a s  p r e t t y  r e a d i l y  done. I f o r g e t  
who was i n  command a t  t h a t  t i m e .  A man could n o t  f l y  an e f ­
f e c t i v e  s c o u t  miss ion i f  he  d i d n ' t  want t o  do it. I t  j u s t  
d i d n ' t  work very  w e l l  s o  t h e  commander a u t h o r i z e d  f o r  us t o  
send him back,  and w e  d i d  g e t  a replacement  from t h e  d i v i s i o n  
a r t i l l e r y  s e c t i o n ,  very t empora r i l y .  

Q Do you remember any i n d i c a t i o n  on M r .  THOMPSON'S 
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p a r t  of  d i s s a t i s f a c t i o n  wi th  t h e  assignment i n  t h e  s c o u t  u n i t  
a t  t h a t  t i m e ,  any compla in t s  t h a t  he  may had had? 

A .  W e l l ,  s ir .  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  any of us r e a l l y  enjoy- 
ed  doing what w e  had t o  do,  b u t  you jus t - -  we a l l  g o t  a f r a i d .  
A f t e r  a p e r i o d  of t i m e  you g e t  a f r a i d ,  and you 'd  r a t h e r  have 
another  miss ion i f  you cou ld ,  and I t h i n k  t h a t  was t h e  circum- 
s t a n c e s .  I l e f t  t h e  s c o u t s  a l s o  a t  t h e  beg inn ing  o f  Sep­
tember b e f o r e  I DROS'd and f lew s l i c k s  toward t h e  end. 

Q. You d o n ' t  a s s o c i a t e  h i s  t r a n s f e r  w i th  any person- 
a l  a n i m o s i t i e s  o r  b i t t e r n e s s - -  

A .  ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  I n  r e l a t i o n  t o  My L a i ,  s i r ?  

Q. Well, i n  r e l a t i o n  t o  o t h e r s  i n  t h e  s c o u t  b a t t a l -  
ion?  

A .  Oh, no, sir. 

I0 : Lieu tenan t  KELLENBENZ, from what w e  have s a i d  t o -  
day, you may have picked up some informat ion  t h a t  may f i t  i n t o  
your  memory and may cause  you t o  remember a d d i t i o n a l  t h i n g s  
t h a t  you h a d n ' t  remembered up t o  t h i s  p o i n t ,  concern ing  p r i -  
mar i ly  My L a i  and t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i n g  process  of t h e  i n c i d e n t  
and what you hea rd  from o t h e r  people  w i t h i n  t h e  aero-scout  
company. I f  any of  t h e s e  thoughts  do come back t o  mind, I ' d  
a p p r e c i a t e  your  g e t t i n g  i n  touch wi th  us s o  t h a t  we can make 
t h e s e  thoughts  a m a t t e r  of  r eco rd .  I n  a d d i t i o n ,  i f  you have 
any l e t t e r s ,  memoranda, maps, photos ,  o r  any th ing  o f  t h i s  
n a t u r e  t h a t  would be  h e l p f u l  t o  us i n  t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  w e  
would a p p r e c i a t i o n  very much having them. 

A t  t h i s  t ime  I w i l l  g i v e  you an c p ~ o r t u n i t yt o  
ask any q u e s t i o n s  you may have concerning t h e  i n q u i r y  o r ,  i f  
s o  you d e s i r e ,  t o  make a s t a t emen t  f o r  t h e  r eco rd .  

A. W e l l ,  I t h i n k  eve ry th ing  was covered,  s i r ,  t h a t  
I can t h i n k  of  r i g h t  now. 

I 0: The h e a r i n g  w i l l  r e c e s s .  

(The h e a r i n g  r eces sed  a t  1514 h o u r s ,  1 5  January  
1970 .) 

I 
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SUMMARY OF TESTIMONY 

WITNESS: KLAUMANN, James J .  

DATE OF TESTIMONY: 1 4  March 1970 

PLACE OF TESTIMONY : Pentagon 

WITNESS SUSPECTED OF: N/A 

COUNSEL : None 

DUTY ASSIGNMENT.ON 16 MARCH L968: C r e w  C h i e f ,  General  
Y O U N G ' S  h e l i c o p t e r ,  123d Avia t ion  B a t t a l i o n .  

The w i t n e s s  was t h e  crew c h i e f  of Genera l  Y O U N G ' S  
h e l i c o p t e r  d u r i n g  t h e  p e r i o d  16-19 March (pg. 4 )  . H e  
r e c a l l e d  f l y i n g  YOUNG t o  t h e  change o f  command ceremony 
on 15 March (pg. 4 ) ,  and s t a t e d  t h a t  YOUNG remained a f t e r  
t h e  ceremony t o  t a l k  wi th  t h e  new commander (pg. 5 ) .  He 
d i d  n o t  know what Colonel  HENDERSON looked l i k e  (pg. 6 ) . 
A f t e r  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  was d e s c r i b e d  t o  t h e  w i t n e s s ,  he s t a t e d  
t h a t  he d i d  n o t  remember t h e  day (pg. 8)  . H e  was n o t  s u r e  
t h a t  he  f lew on 16 March (pg. 9 ) .  H e  d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  any 
e v e n t s  on 17 o r  18  March (pg. 11). The w i t n e s s  thought  
t h a t  he r e c a l l e d  t h a t  E x h i b i t  P-199 was t aken  a t  LZ D o t t i e  
(pg. 1 2 ) .  The w i t n e s s  d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  o r b i t i n g  any 
o p e r a t i o n  where t h e r e  was smoke from burning hootches  
(pgs .  1 5 ,  16) . The w i t n e s s  knew no th ing  of a c o n f r o n t a t i o n  
between ground and a i r  t r o o p s ,  of an i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  o r  of 
any a t t e m p t  t o  coverup any in fo rmat ion  concerning an  
o p e r a t i o n  (pgs .  17 ,  2 0 ) .  
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E X H I B I T S  

E X I I I B I T  

Used to orlent the 
 

NUMBER D E S C R I P T I O N  NOTES PAGES 
'wit identified 

P-198 Miscellaneous Scene General YOUNG. 11 
Wit identified 

P-199 Miscellaneous Scene NEWELL and RIDDIE. 12 
Used to orlent the 

MAP-1 Wall map witness. 7 

MAP-5 Map 6739 I1 (small scale witness. 7 
 
-
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(The h e a r i n g  w a s  reconvened a t  0917 hour s ,  1 4  March 
1970.) 
 

MR WEST: The h e a r i n g  w i l l  come t o  o r d e r .  

RCDR: The fo l lowing  named persons  are. p r e s e n t :  MR WEST, 
LTC PATTERSON, and MAJ THOMAS. 

The nex t  w i tnes s  i s  S p e c i a l i s t  F ive  James J. 
KLAUMANN . 

(SP5 KLAUMANN was c a l l e d  a w i t n e s s ,  was sworn, 
and t e s t i f i e d  a s  fo l lows  : )  

P l e a s e  s t a t e  your f u l l  name, g rade ,  and S o c i a l  
S e c u r i t y  number. 

A. James Joseph KLAUMANN , Spec 5 ,  524-66-249 6. 

RCDR : S t a t e  your branch of s e r v i c e ,  o r g a n i z a t i o n ,  and 
p r e s e n t  duty  s t a t i o n .  

A. C r e w  c h i e f ,  army a v i a t i o n ,  and I ' m  s t a t i o n e d  a t  
F o r t  Sam Houston, Texas. 

MR WEST: S p e c i a l i s t  KLAUMANN have you had a t ime t o  r e a d  
E x h i b i t  M-57 concerning t h e  n a t u r e  and purpose of  o u r  i nqu i ry?  

A .  Y e s ,  s ir .  
  

Q- Do you have any q u e s t i o n  about  i t ?  
  

A. No, I d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  s o ,  sir. 

Q. For  t h e  r e c o r d ,  would you p l e a s e  s t a t e  your  duty  
and your o r g a n i z a t i o n  and s t a t i o n  on 16 March 1968? 

A. A t  t h a t  t ime I b e l i e v e  it was w i t h  a 1 6 1 s t  Avi­
a t i o n  Company, i n  Chu La i .  I was crew c h i e f  a t  t h a t  t ime on 
a Cha r l i e -Cha r l i e  s h i p .  

Q And, General  YOUNG was t h e  a s s i s t a n t  d i v i s i o n  
commander of  t h e  America1 Div is ion  a t  t h a t  t ime?  

A .  Y e s ,  s i r ,  he was. 
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Q Colonel  PATTERSON, w i l l  you conduct t h e  i n t e r ­
r oga t ion?  

(MR WEST depa r t ed  t h e  hea r ing  .) 

LTC PATTERSON: S p e c i a l i s t  KLAUMANN, f o r  t h e  r e c o r d ,  w i l l  you 
a l s o  s t a t e  your u n i t  aga in?  Was it the- - I  t h i n k  you s a i d  t h e  
161s t .  

A.  Righ t ,  r i g h t .  They changed it ove r  t o  t h e  123d 
viat ti on B a t t a l i o n  l a t e x  on ,  b u t  I d o n ' t  know i f  t h a t  was i n  

March, s ir .  I f o r g e t  t h e  d a t e .  

Q The r e c o r d  i n d i c a t e d  on o r  about  8 March 1968 t h e  
123d Avia t ion  B a t t a l i o n  was formed and it c o n s i s t e d  o f  t w o  
companies, i s  t h a t  c o r r e c t ?  

A. R igh t ,  s ir .  

Q The r e c o r d  i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  8 March i s  t h e  d a t e .  
  
Do you r ecogn ize ,  a s  I assume, t h a t  t h e  1 6 1 s t  became t h e  123d 
 
Avia t ion  B a t t a l i o n .  
  

A .  C o r r e c t ,  s ir .  

Q. So, i f  t h a t  were t h e  c a s e ,  what w a s  your  u n i t  o f  
assignment on 16 March 1968? 

A .  That would be  t h e  123d Avia t ion  B a t t a l i o n .  

Q Which company, p l e a s e .  

A .  Company A .  

Q When d i d  you j o i n  t h e  u n i t ?  

A .  I g o t  i n  it when it w a s  t h e  1 6 1 s t .  I g o t  t h e r e  
about  t h e  middle of January.  

A.  1967. No, it would be  1968. 

Q e  January ,  1968, i s  when you jo ined  t h e  u n i t .  That  
i s  when your t o u r  i n  Vietnam began? 
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A ,  	  Yes, sir.  

Q o  	  You pu t  i n  a f u l l  t o u r ?  

Right ,  s i r .  
-. 

Q o  A l l  r i g h t .  Did you a r r i v e  i n  Vietnam a s  a crew 
c h i e f ?  

A: 	 Right ,  s i r ,  I d id .  

Q- Did you become a c r e w  c h i e f  of a h e l i c o p t e r  i n  
January of 1968 when you a r r i v e d ?  

A. Right ,  sir.  I was ass igned  t o  a s h i p  about 2 o r  
3 days a f t e r  I g o t  t h e r e .  

Q. 	 What type  of a i r c r a f t  d i d  you crew? 

A. 	 A Huey, a UH-1 .  

Q. 	 A UH-1  Del ta?  

A. 	 R ight ,  s ir .  

Q 	 And, t h e  s h i p  t h a t  you crewed, from t h e  t i m e  you
g o t  t h e r e  i n  January u n t i l  8 March when t h e  1 6 1 s t  became t h e  
123d Avia t ion  B a t t a l i o n ,  what s h i p  was t h i s ?  Was t h i s  a gen­
e r a l ' s  s h i p  a t  t h a t  t ime? 

A. Right ,  s i r .  It was General YOUNG'S s h i p .  I t  was 
more o r  less ass igned  t o  him. 

Q. A s  I unders tand,  you crewed t h e  g e n e r a l ' s  s h i p  
from t h e  t i m e  you a r r i v e d  i n  country.  

A. 	 C o r r e c t ,  s ir .  

Q Through and inc lud ing  t h e  p e r i o d  of 16 t o  1 9  March 
1968. 

A .  Right ,  sir .  
  

Q- S p e c i a l i s t  KLAUMANN, we a r e  i n t e r e s t e d  i n ,  and I 
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might add I b e l i e v e  General  YOUNG is a l s o  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  e s t a b ­
l i s h i n g  f a c t s  a s  b e s t  can be determined a s  t o  t h e  whereabouts 
of General  YOUNG du r ing  t h e  p e r i o d ,  s p e c i f i c a l l y ,  1 6  t o  19 
March 1968. Recognizing t h e  t ime span and r ecogn iz ing  t h a t  
we have t a l k e d  t o  s e v e r a l  o t h e r  i n d i v i d u a l s ,  i n c l u d i n g  General  
YOUNG, a l t hough ,  some informat ion  may n o t  seem impor tan t  t o  
you, i t ' s  impor tan t  when p u t  t o g e t h e r  w i t h  i n fo rma t ion  re­
ce ived  from General  YOUNG and o t h e r s .  However, w e  a r e  i n t e r ­
e s t e d ,  of  cou r se ,  on ly  i n  r e c a l l  un l e s s  i n d i c a t e d  o the rwi se .  

Can you r e c a l l  any th ing  s p e c i f i c  concern ing  t h e  
t i m e  frame of 16 t o  19 March 1968? 

A .  No, s i r ,  I d o n ' t .  I c o u l d n ' t  t e l l  you where--if 
we even f lew f o r  s u r e  t h a t  day. 

Q A l l  r i g h t .  On t h e  15 th  of March, KLAUMANN, and 
I am going t o  g ive  you some informat ion  now i n  an a t t empt  t o  
pu t  you i n t o  a t ime b r a c k e t .  

On 15 March 1968 t h e r e  w a s  a change o f  command 
ceremony a t  Duc Pho. A s  you r e c a l l  t h e  l l t h  Brigade a r r i v e d  
i n  Vietnam j u s t  p r i o r  t o  your  a r r i v a l  and w a s  o p e r a t i o n a l  a t  
Duc Pho, and t h e r e  was cons ide rab le  movements of  u n i t s  through ­
o u t  t h e  A 0  of  t h e  America1 Div i s ion .  However, General  LIPSCOMB 
t h e  commander of t h e  l l t h  Brigade w a s  t o  d e p a r t  t h e  l l t h  B r i ­
gade on 15  March, and t h e r e  was, i n  f a c t ,  a change of  command 
ceremony, on t h e  1 5 t h .  Do you r e c a l l  t h a t ?  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q You can? 

A .  Y e s ,  I f lew General  YOUNG up t h e r e .  

Q That  c o i n c i d e s  w i th  o t h e r  in format ion  t h a t  w e  
have. Now, what t i m e  o f  day do you r e c a l l  t h a t  be ing?  Not 
hour ,  I'm-­

A .  ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  I b e l i e v e  it w a s  i n  t h e  morning. 

Q The r e c o r d s  i n d i c a t e  it was a t  9:30 o r  about  0930 
hours  i n  t h e  morning. 

There w e r e  o t h e r  o f f i c e r s ,  g e n e r a l  o f f i c e r s  t h e r e ,  
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do you r e c a l l  who e l s e ,  what o t h e r  a i r  command and c o n t r o l  
a i r c r a f t  t h a t  you s a w  t h e r e ?  

A. I t h i n k  we had ano the r  s h i p  t h e r e .  I t h i n k  General  
KOSTER's s h i p  was t h e r e ,  I ' m  n o t  s u r e ,  b u t  I t h i n k  he  was 
t h e r e .  

Q. DO you remember t a l k i n g  t o  h i s  crew? 

A .  W e  k ind  of g a t h e r  around one s h i p  f o r  example f o r  
t h e  ceremony. 

Q Right .  Had t h e r e  been--do you a l s o  r e c a l l  t h e  
t i m e  frame t h e r e  was an a i r c r a f t  a c c i d e n t  sometime e a r l i e r ,  
and you probably a l l  were concerned about t h i s  a l i t t l e  b i t .  
Do you r e c a l l  any th ing  about t h i s .  

A.  There was a C-130 t h a t  r an  o f f  t h e  end o f  t h e  
runway. 

Okay, r i g h t  t h e r e  a t  Duc Pho. 

Okay, t h i s  i s  t h e  t i m e  frame. On 1 5  March and 
a f t e r  t h e  change of command ceremony, what d i d  General  YOUNG 
do? I f  you can p u t  y o u r s e l f  back on t h a t  morning. 

A. I b e l i e v e d  he s t a y e d  t h e r e  and General  KOSTER, I 
t h i n k  l e f t  and w e  s t a y e d  t h e r e  f o r  awhi le .  

Q. Y e s .  

A. And, I t h i n k  he  t a l k e d  wi th  t h e  new commander. 

Q Colonel  HENDERSON. 

A. I b e l i e v e  so .  

Q. The r e c o r d s  i n d i c a t e d  h e  took ove r  t h e  command of 
t h e  b r igade .  Can you p i c t u r e  Colonel  HENDERSON i n  your  mind? 
Glas ses ,  he  was k ind  of s h o r t .  

A. No, I d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  I e v e r  s a w  him. I t h i n k  h e  
and General  YOUNG w e r e  t o g e t h e r  up i n  t h e  headqua r t e r s  a r e a  
a t  Duc Pho. 
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Q - Can you p i c t u r e  Colonel  HENDERSON from any l a t e r  
meetings w i th  him? 

A.  No, sir. 

Q. You d o n ' t  even know what Colonel  HENDERSON looks  
l i k e ?  

A. S i r ,  I t h i n k  i f  he walked i n  h e r e  I probably 
wouldn ' t  recognize  him. I never  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  him t h a t  much. 

Q You seem t o  r e c a l l  t hey  went o f f  somewhere. Did 
you s t a y  t h e r e  f o r  lunch? 

A. I d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  w e  d i d .  I t h i n k  we f lew back t o  
Chu L a i .  

Q. Went back t o  Chu La i .  Any more f l y i n g  i n  t h e  
a h e r n o o n ?  

A. I d o n ' t  remember, s ir .  We may have gone up. 

Q On 16 March, t h e  nex t  day,  when w e  are g e t t i n g
i n t o  what we a r e  r e a l l y  looking  f o r .  Now, t h i s  was t h e  day 
a f t e r  t h e  change of command. Daywise, t h e  1 5 t h  o f  March w a s  
on a Thursday--no, a  F r iday ,  it was a F r i d a y ,  and t h i s  t h e  
16 th  was a Sa turday ,  and t h e r e  w a s  a b i g  o p e r a t i o n  going t o  
be  conducted o u t  of LZ D o t t i e ,  and s o u t h e a s t  o f  LZ D o t t i e .  
Are you f a m i l i a r  w i t h  where LZ D o t t i e  i s .  

A. Vaguely, s i r .  I ' v e  been t h e r e  a few t imes .  

Q A r e  you p r e t t y  good w i t h  a map, KLAUMANN? 

A.  ( ~ a u g h i n g l  No, s i r ,  I ' m  n o t .  

Q - You' re n o t ?  

A.  No, sir. 

(Witness was o r i e n t e d  t o  a r e a  u s i n g  E x h i b i t s  MAP-1 
and MAP-5. ) 

Q. Do you f e e l  you a r e  a l i t t l e  more comfor tab le  w i th  
t h e  t e r r a i n  w e  a r e  going t o  be  t a l k i n g  about?  
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A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q- On t h e  1 6 t h  of  March then  Task Force Barker  
c o n s i s t e d  of  t h r e e  companies. Headquar ters  of Task 
Force Barker  was a t  D o t t i e .  Two companies were t h e r e  and one 
company was ove r  a t  LZ Upt igh t  f o r  s e c u r i t y  f o r  t h e  a r t i l l e r y  
t h a t  was over  t h e r e  a t  Upt igh t ,  and t h e r e  was a l s o  a r t i l l e r y  
a t  D o t t i e .  I f  you can t h i n k  of  D o t t i e  i n  your  mind, you w i l l  
know t h e r e  a r e  about  t h r e e  pads t h e r e ;  t h e r e  is  a r e f u e l i n g  
a r e a ,  and t h e r e  i s  a l i t t l e  pad on t h e  t o p  of  t h e  h i l l  f o r  
t h e  V I P  pad,  and then  t h e r e  was ano the r  l i t t l e  pad down he re .  
B Company, t h e  aero-scouts ,  of  t h e  123d used t o  o p e r a t e  o f f  
t h e  lower pad down t h e r e ,  remember t h a t ?  

A.  I t h i n k  they  l o s t  a s h i p  t h e r e .  

Q- They use  t o  have a l i t t l e  van and t h i s  is  where 
 
t h e  aero-scouts  were o p e r a t i n g .  
  

A .  Righ t ,  sir.  

Q. Okay. On t h e  morning of t h e  16 th  t h i s  o p e r a t i o n  
was going t o  k i c k  o f f  wi th  a combat a i r  a s s a u l t  o u t  of LZ 
D o t t i e  i n t o  t h e  o p e r a t i o n a l  a r e a  t o  t h e  n o r t h e a s t  of Quang Ngai 
and s o u t h e a s t  of  D o t t i e  ove r  c l o s e  t o  t h e  s e a ,  i n  t h e  a r e a  
i n d i c a t e d  on E x h i b i t  MAP-1 i n  orange.  The a r e a  they  were go­
i n g  i n t o  was t h e  f l a t  a r e a ,  j u s t  over  t h e  mountains,  j u s t  a f t e r  
you come over  t h e  mountains s o u t h e a s t  of D o t t i e .  I t  was an 0730 
a s s a u l t ,  preceded by an a r t i l l e r y  prep .  There were a l o t  of 
l i f t  s h i p s  i nvo lved ,  n ine  s l l c k s ,  t h r e e  of t h e s e  suppor ted  
by a gun team. These a i r c r a f t  came from t h e  1 4 t h  B a t t a l i o n .  
Also,  t h e  aero-scouts  were involved  h e r e .  They w e r e  going t o  
t a k e  c a r e  of t h e  sou thern  p a r t  of  t h e  o p e r a t i o n a l  a r e a ,  j u s t  
n o r t h  of t h e  Quang Ngai River .  I t  w a s  a p r e t t y  good s i z e  
ope ra t ion .  A r t i l l e r y  was going t o  come o u t  of Up t igh t  f o r  t h e  
prep.  They w e r e  u s i n g  two L Z s .  They were p u t t i n g  a r i f l e  
company i n t o  each LZ. To p u t  a r i f l e  company i n t o  each 

' 	 	LZ took two round t r i p s  o f  t h e  s l i c k s ,  two l i f t s  of  t h e  
s l i c k s  t o  do it. Did you e v e r  s e e  an o p e r a t i o n  l i k e  t h a t ?  

A.  That  was on a  Sa turday?  

Q - Yes. This  day,  KLAUMANN, who were t h e  u sua l  p i -  
  
l o t s  of t h e  g e n e r a l ' s  s h i p ?  
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A .  I t h i n k  a t  t h a t  t i m e  t h e  AC was M r .  NEWELL. 

Q M r .  DEWINE? 

A. D E W I N E ,  I b e l i e v e  he  might have been on t h a t  one. 

Q H e  w a s  on t h a t  one.  These were t h e  two p i l o t s .  
  
And you were t h e  crew c h i e f .  Do you remember who your  gunner was? 
 

A. RIDDLE. 

Q- RIDDLE is  t h e  one. 

A. Honest ,  s i r ,  I d o n ' t  know what t h e  day w a s .  W e  
landed on one h i l l  and watched some A P C ' s  and some t r o o p s  mov­
i n g  i n  and f i r i n g  i n t o  some t r e e s .  

Q There were no A P C ' s  involved ,  it w a s  a l l  a i r c r a f t  
and ground t r o o p s .  

A .  This  i s  a d i f f e r e n t  t ime then .  I d o n ' t  know, s i r ,  

Q. Do you e v e r  r e c a l l  watching an o p e r a t i o n  i n  t h i s  
f l a t  l a n d  a r e a  t h a t  I have j u s t  d e s c r i b e d  on t h e  map? 

A. No, sir ,  I c a n ' t  r e c a l l .  

Q You don" r e c a l l  an o p e r a t i o n  i n  t h a t  a r e a ?  

A. No, sir.  

Q. A t  0935,  S p e c i a l i s t  KLAUMANN, General  YOUNG landed- ­
s o r r y .  We've had some i n d i c a t i o n  t h a t  General  YOUNG might 
have seen t h i s  o p e r a t i o n ,  b u t  he does n o t  seem t o  r e c a l l  it 
e i t h e r .  The two L Z s  t h a t  w e  a r e  t a l k i n g  about  a r e  i n d i c a t e d  
i n  t h e  dark orange ,  a s  you can s e e .  One o f  them t h e r e  w a s  
j u s t  t o  t h e  n o r t h  of  H i l l  8 5 ,  j u s t  on t h e  o t h e r  s i d e ,  j u s t  
on t h e  n o r t h  s i d e  of t h a t  road ,  Highway 521. The o t h e r  one 
was j u s t  b u t t e d  up a g a i n s t  a southwest  co rne r  of P i n k v i l l e ,  
a s  you s e e  i n d i c a t e d  on t h e  map. This  day t h e  aero-scouts  
g o t  i n t o  it, t h e  aero-scouts  had j u s t  been formed and t h e i r  
concept  of  employment of a l i t t l e  bubble h e l i c o p t e r  and t h e  
two gunships  f l y i n g  around them, t hey  had a l i t t l e  o p e r a t i o n  
on H i l l  85. This  i s  t h e  day t h e y  found some mor ta r  t u b e s ,  
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which t u r n e d  o u t  t o  be  mortar  rounds,  on t h e  h i l l  and t h e  
"animals"  went i n  and s c a r f e d  up 40  o f  t h e s e  t h i n g s  and brought  
i n  some EOD people  and blew them r i g h t  t h e r e  on t h e  t o p  o f  
t h e  h i l l .  Do you remember h e a r i n g  anyth ing  about t h a t ?  

A .  No, sir .  When t h e  gunners come back,  nobody e v e r  
t a l k s  about it t o o  much. I don" know. 

Q. T h i s  would have been one 'o f  t h e i r  f i r s t .  The 
reason  I b r i n g  t h a t  up,  t h i s  would have been one of t h e i r  
f i r s t  t a c t i c a l  o p e r a t i o n s .  

Do you e v e r  r e c a l l  t a k i n g  General  YOUNG up t o  Khe 
Sanh? 

A. Khe Sanh, s i r ?  No, s i r .  

Q - Do you know where Khe Sanh i s ?  

A.  P r e t t y  w e l l .  I t ' s  q u i t e  a ways up n o r t h .  

Q Y e s .  I t  would have been a p r e t t y  good f l i g h t  up 
t h e r e ,  wouldn' t i t ?  

A.  Yes, s i r ,  it would be .  

Q. Do you e v e r  remember f l y i n g  up t o  t h e  DMZ a r e a ?  

A. I f lew up t o  Cam Duc. 

Q - That  w a s  l a te r  on though.  That  w a s  when t h e  Cam 
Duc Opera t ion  was going on. 

A.  They were over-run and w e  were t h e r e  t h e  day b e f o r e .  

Q - Y e s .  You d o n ' t  have any i d e a  about  where you may 
have been on t h e  16 th?  

A. I d o n ' t  know, s ir .  I d o n ' t  even know i f  I even 
f lew t h a t  day. I t  was a Sa turday  and I remember t h a t  ceremony 
t h e y  had ,  t h e  change of command. I don ' t  know, s i r .  

Q- Okay. The rest o f  t h e  16 th  t h e  t r o o p s  went through 
t h i s  a r e a  and t h e r e  was some burn ing  a p p a r e n t l y ,  a l o t  of  smoke, 
r e p o r t e d  a good s i z e  count of  enemy k i l l e d ,  and t h e y  s t a y e d  f o r  
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t h e  n i g h t  r i g h t  i n  t h i s  a r e a .  There w a s  a t h i r d  company t h a t  
was involved ,  h e r e  on t h e  yel low p o r t i o n  on MAP-1. Th is  is  
where A Company had walked i n .  They had walked over land .  So, 
t h e r e  were t h r e e  companies, i n  f a c t ,  t h e  e n t i r e  p a r t  o f  Task 
Force Barker w a s  now concen t r a t ed  on t h e  n i g h t  o f  t h e  1 6 t h  
of  March r i g h t  o u t  he re  i n  t h i s  P i n k v i l l e  a r e a .  

(Witness shakes  head i n  t h e  n e g a t i v e . )  

No r e c o l l e c t i o n ?  

A .  No. 

Q Did you e v e r  h e a r  about  a General  DOLEMAN coming
i n t o  v i s i t  t h e  D iv i s ion ,  a t h r e e - s t a r ,  r e t i r e d  g e n e r a l  v i s i t i n g  
General KOSTER? 

A. We had a--I remember a man coming i n  t h e r e  wi th  
c i v i l i a n  c l o t h e s .  I d o n ' t  know who he w a s  
I thought  he came i n t o  see General  YOUNG. 
come a l l  of  t h e  t i m e .  

going t o  v i s i t .  
They had people  

Q How about  Sunday, t h e  17 th?  

A. I c o u l d n ' t  t e l l  you, I may have been o f f  t h a t  day 
o r  had sometime o f f .  

Q W e l l ,  General  YOUNG d i d n ' t  go f l y i n g  r i g h t  away 
i n  t h e  morning. He hung around t h e  headqua r t e r s  f o r  awhi le .  
Again, I ' m  keying you t o  t h i s  t i m e  frame o f  t h e  change o f  
command ceremony, which was r i g h t  s h o r t l y  a f t e rwards .  

A s  a m a t t e r  of f a c t s ,  i t ' s  conce ivab le  t h a t  Gen­
e r a l  YOUNG d i d  n o t  even f l y  f o r  t h e  e n t i r e  morning, t h e  e n t i r e  
Sunday morning, b u t  he d i d  a r r i v e  a t  LZ D o t t i e  a t  1430 i n  t h e  
a f t e rnoon ,  Sunday a f t e r n o o n ,  t h e  1 7 t h  o f  March, and h e  w a s  
t h e r e  b r i e f l y .  

A.  I wish I had something a l i t t l e  f u r t h e r  on. 

Q. Okay, l e t ' s  go t o  t h e  1 8 t h  of  March. The morning 
of  t h e  18 th  o f  March General  YOUNG d i d  a r r i v e  a t  LZ D o t t i e  
a t  about ,  oh,  it was 0910. Also,  p r e s e n t  t h e r e  were s e v e r a l  
o t h e r  o f f i c e r s  of t h e  d i v i s i o n .  There was go ing  t o  be  a  b i g  
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meeting. A t  l e a s t  a couple of o t h e r  C&C sh ips  were t h e r e .  
Colonel HENDERSON, t h e  commander of ' t he  11th  Brigade, was t h e r e ,  
and a l s o  Colonel BARKER. This was h i s  home base.  Do you ever  
r e c a l l  hear ing  anything about any of t h e  123d Aviat ion B a t t a l i o n  
people meeting with General YOUNG a t  LZ Dot t i e?  

A .  O f f i c e r s ?  

Q. Y e s .  

A.  N o ,  sir. I c o u l d n ' t  t e l l  you. 

Q = Colonel HOLLADAY? 

(No response.)  

Major WATKE? 

A.  I know him, bu t  I d o n ' t  know i f  they w e r e  t h e r e .  

Q - On t h i s  morning Colonel HOL1,ADAY and Major WATKE 
and Colonel HENDERSON and Colonel BARKER were having a  meet- 
i n g  wi th  General YOUNG. You d o n ' t  r e c a l l  ever  hea r ing  anything 
t h a t  your B a t t a l i o n  Commander was involved i n ,  wi th  your boss 
you w e r e  f l y i n g  with? 

A. No, s ir .  W e  j u s t  kind of kep t  t o  ourse lves .  W e  
d i d n ' t  hear  t o o  much. 

Q- I ' d  l i k e  t o  show you photograph Exh ib i t  P-198. 
Can you i d e n t i f y  any of t h e  persons i n  t h a t  photograph? 

A. General YOUNG. I don ' t  know who t h e  o t h e r  o f f i c e r  
is. 

Q. You d o n ' t  know who t h e  o t h e r  o f f i c e r  i s ?  Have you 
ever  seen him? 

A. I c a n ' t  t e l l ,  s i r .  

Q - That i s  Colonel BARKER. How about P-199? 

A. That i s  M r .  NEWELL, General YOUNG. I don ' t  know 
who t h e  o t h e r  p i l o t  i s .  
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Q Which one i s  M r .  NEWELL? 

A. I t h i n k  I remember t h i s .  
  

Q Is t h a t  NEWELL o r  i s  t h a t  RIDDLE? 
 

A. . I  guess  t h a t  i s  RIDDLE. 

Q. So, l e f t  t o  r i g h t  t h e n ,  you d o n ' t  know who t h i s  
man i s ?  

A. Unless it i s  t h e  same man i n  t h e  o t h e r  photo,  
Colonel  BARKER. 

Q Have you e v e r  seen  t h a t  man b e f o r e ?  

A. Not up c l o s e ,  I don ' t  b e l i e v e  so .  

Q. Up c l o s e  o r  f a r  away, have you e v e r  s een  him? 

A. I t h i n k  I remember him t a l k i n g  on t h e  j eep  t h e r e .  

Q Okay, t h a t  i s  Colonel  BARKER and t h e  second man 
from t h e  r i g h t  i s  General  YOUNG, and do you know who t h a t  man 
i s  s t a n d i n g  n e x t  t o  t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  down t h e r e ?  Is t h a t  t h e  
gunner,  RIDDLE? 

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q. Do you remember t h a t  scene? 

A. I t h i n k  I do now, sir. 
 

Q Where i s  t h a t  scene  taken?  
  

A. It  looks  l i k e  LZ D o t t i e ,  b u t  I ' m  n o t  s u r e .  I 
b e l i e v e  it i s ,  s ir .  I ' m  n o t  s u r e .  

Q- Why a r e n ' t  you s u r e ?  

Q. ( I n t e r p o s i n g ) .  What makes you unsure?  

A. I can recal l  him s t a n d i n g  t h e r e  by t h e  j eep  t a l k ­
i n g  t h e r e .  
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Q. Was t h e r e  anybody e l s e  around? 

A .  Not t h a t  I know o f ,  sir. There may have been 
o t h e r  t r o o p s ,  people s tanding  around. 

Q - Can you remember t h e  day you took him down t h e r e  
o r  t h e  scene? 

A .  I t  b r ings  back some. 

Q Did you know Colonel D I O N N E ,  L ieutenant  Colonel 
from t h e  d i v i s i o n ?  

A.  No, sir.  

Q. Publ ic  Information man? 

A. No. 

Q - How about a chapla in ,  d i d  you ever  ca r ry  chapla ins  
with you? 

A .  Sometimes we d id .  

Q. Often? 

A. No, s i r ,  no t  very o f t e n .  

Q - Do you know t h e  names of any of them? 

A. No, sir.  

Q. What about P-200, do you recognize any ind iv idua l  
t h e r e ?  

A .  I t ' s  hard t o  say about t h e  chapla in ,  s i r .  

Q. Was t h a t  photo taken t h e  same day a s  t h e  photograph 
I j u s t  showed you, P-199? 

A .  I d o n ' t  th ink  so.  
  

Q I t ' s  n o t  t h e  same day? 
 

A. NO, sir. 
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Q - What makes you t h i n k  n o t ?  

A .  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  we hau led  a  c h a p l a i n  t h a t  day. 

Q. You meet t h e  c h a p l a i n  t h e r e ?  

A .  . W e  cou ld  have done t h a t .  I couldn 't t e l l  you, 
sir.  I t ' s  been such a long t i m e .  

Q Yes. You a r e  t h e  400th wi tnes s  t o  t h i s  tes t imony 
o r  t o  t h i s  i n q u i r y .  A l l  400  of  them have t o l d  us t h a t .  W e  
knew t h a t  b e f o r e  w e  e v e r  s t a r t e d .  

Okay, t e l l  m e  how many t i m e s  you can r e c a l l  du r ing  
t h e  yea r  t h a t  you--I presume you f lew wi th  General  YOUNG dur ­
i n g  h i s  e n t i r e  t e rm t h e r e  a t  t h e  Americal? 

A .  Sometimes I would go on a CA and l e t  somebody 
else f l y  him. 

Q While you were f l y i n g  wi th  General  YOUNG, and you 
were h i s  crew c h i e f  du r ing  h i s  e n t i r e  t o u r  a s  a s s i s t a n t  
d i v i s i o n  commander, how many t imes  can you r e c o l l e c t  p u t t i n g  
him o f f  on t h e  ground i n  an o p e r a t i o n a l  a r e a  o r  an a r e a  away 
from an LZ o r  f i r e  suppor t  base  o r  home base? I d o n ' t  want 
you t o  s e t  t h e r e  and count  them. I was t a l k i n g  i n  magnitudes 
of  hundreds of  t i m e s ,  many t i m e s ,  o r  a very few t imes?  

A .  I ' d  s ay  it was very  few t i m e s .  
  

Q *  How many would you say?  Give m e  a rough estimate. 
 

A .  You mean l i k e  s e t t i n g  him down on a r i c e  paddy o r  
somewhere? 

Q S i t t i n g  him down i n  a rice paddy where t h e  t r o o p s  
were s logg ing  a long ,  looking  f o r  C h a r l i e ?  

A .  I d o n ' t  e v e r  remember do ing  t h a t .  

Q. Don't  e v e r  remember doing t h a t ?  

A.  Not i n  a c t u a l ;  
  

Q How many t i m e s  do you r e c a l l  f l y i n g  low, t r e e - t o p  
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l e v e l ,  hovering over the  ground, way down low and looking a t  
an opera t ion  going on? 

A. Very few t imes ,  sir.  He was--he l i k e d  t o  f l y  
high when t h e r e  was something going on. 

Q. How high were you r e f e r r i n g  t o  i n  your previous 
answer? 

A. I d o n ' t  know, sir.  I guess up t o  around 4,000 o r  
5,0.00 f e e t .  No, s i r ,  he d id  no t  l i k e  t o  f l y  low. 

Q. He d i d  no t  l i k e  t o  f l y  low? 

A. No. 

Q. He d i d  no t  l i k e  t o  land ou t  i n  the  a r e a  e i t h e r ,  
apparent ly.  

A. No. 

Q. How would you c h a r a c t e r i z e  what type of work, 
o p e r a t i o n a l  work General YOUNG d i d ?  Was he--your answer f i r s t .  

A. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  him g e t t i n g  down. He d i d n ' t  g e t  
involved t h a t  much. He t o l d  them what t o  do, and he got  away 
from it, and l e t  them do it. 

Q. H e  was the  type t h a t  v i s i t e d  and made one v i s i t  
t o  a f i r e  support  base and then went t o  another  and t a lked  t o  
the  people,  and then went t o  another .  Was he a round-robin 
type fel low r a t h e r  than g e t t i n g  o u t  and watching and observing 
the  opera t ion?  

Did you watch him observe any opera t ion ,  o r b i t i n g ?  

A. I t h i n k  we watched a couple,  bu t  we had been or ­
b i t i n g  so  f a r  o u t  from it t h a t  a c t u a l l y  we could not  see too 
much. 

Q. Do you ever  remember o r b i t i n g  over any opera t ion  
o r  landing i n  o r  f l y i n g  low over  an opera t ion  where t h e r e  was 
a l o t  of smoke t h a t  looked l i k e  it was a r e s u l t  of burning of 
hootches,  o r  dwell ings,  o r  bunkers,  o r  straw? 
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A .  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  w e  d i d ,  sir.  I c a n ' t  t e l l  you f o r  
s u r e .  

Q Did you e v e r  have an o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  moni tor  t h e  
r a d i o ?  

A. No, s i r .  He had h i s  in tercom hooked up wi th  t h e  
console  and h e ' d  t a l k  t o  t h e  t r o o p s  on t h e  ground,  w i th  h i s  
a i d e .  

Did h e  do a l o t  of r a d i o  t a l k i n g ?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r ,  he seemed t o .  

Q Do you have any i d e a  who they  t a l k e d  t o  u s u a l l y ?  
The ground t r o o p s  o r  w e r e  t hey  t a l k i n g  back home t o  Chu La i?  

A .  I t  must have been t h e  ground t r o o p s ,  s i r .  

Q. Did you e v e r  h e a r  any conve r sa t ion  o r  rumors con­
c e rn ing  t h e  Task Force Barker o p e r a t i o n s ,  w h i l e  t hey  w e r e  i n  
e x i s t e n c e ,  w i t h  r e f e r e n c e  t o  any c r i t i c a l  comments such as 
c i v i l i a n  c a s u a l t i e s ?  

A. No, s ir .  I d o n ' t  r e c o l l e c t  t o o  much about  Task 
Force Barker i t s e l f .  The on ly  two t h a t  come t o  my memory are 
when I w a s  f l y i n g  wi th  General  COOKSEY, and I guess  t h a t  . 
d o e s n ' t  have anyth ing  t o  do wi th  t h i s .  H e  had something going.  

Q- The e v e n t s  t h a t  t r a n s p i r e d  i n  t h i s  a r e a  on t h e  
16 th  of March between 0730 and 0830 o r  0900 i n  t h e  morning 
r e s u l t e d  i n  a body r e p o r t  from Task Force  Barker  of about  128 
VC k i l l e d .  Do you e v e r  r e c a l l  h e a r i n g  any conve r sa t ions  about  
such a l a r g e  r e p o r t  from Task Force  Barker? 

A .  I d o n ' t  know. General  YOUNG d i d n ' t  t a l k  t o  u s  
very  much. H e  may have s a i d  something t o  t h e  p i l o t s .  

Q. A l l  r i g h t ,  from o t h e r  t han  General  YOUNG? 

A.  No, sir. 

Q From anyone? 

A .  I c a n s t  r e c o l l e c t .  
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Q Do you e v e r  r e c a l l  h e a r i n g  any th ing ,  from anyone, 
about a h e l i c o p t e r  i n  your b a t t a l i o n  having a run-in wi th  any 
of t h e  ground t r o o p s  anywhere? That  i s ,  when I say run- in ,  
I ' m  t a l k i n g  about a d i f f e r e n c e  of op in ions  o r  problems,  com­
p l a i n t s ?  Do you know COLBURN? Did you know ANDREOTTA, crew 
c h i e f s  of  t h e  L O H s  over  i n  B Company? 

A. I t h i n k  COLBURN--there w e r e  a l o t  of  them i n  A 
Company, and t h e n  they  went ove r  t o  t h e  aero-scouts  o u t f i t .  

Q Did you e v e r  t a l k  t o  any o f  t h e  f e l l ows  over  i n  
B Company, t h e  aero-scout  company? 

A. No. I d o n ' t  know, w e  were k ind  of  s e p a r a t e d .  
They went t h e i r  way, and we went o u r s .  

Q Did you eve r  r e c a l l  any th ing  about an i n v e s t i g a t i o n
concerning an o p e r a t i o n  i n  which Task Force Barker  o r  e lements  
of  Task Force  Barker ,  C/1/20, B/4/3, o r  ~ / 3 / 1w e r e  involved? 

Q. Do you r e c a l l  any t a l k  about  a l a r g e  number o f  
c a s u a l t i e s  a s  a r e s u l t  of a r t i l l e r y ?  Out of LZ D o t t i e  o r  LZ 
Upt igh t  i n  r e l a t i o n s h i p  t o  t h e  Task Force  Barker  o p e r a t i o n ?  

A. No. 

Q =  Did you eve r  h e a r  any t a l k  about  Colonel  HOLLADAY 
o r  Major WATKE t a l k i n g  t o  General  YOUNG and b r i n g i n g  t o  him 
a complaint  w i t h  r e g a r d  t o  t h e  way Task Force  Barker  had con­
duc ted  t h e  o p e r a t i o n ?  

A. No, sir.  

Q. Did you eve r  h e a r  any t a l k  o r  have knowledge o f  any 
suppress ion  of in format ion  o r  an a t t empt  t o  coverup any i n f o r ­
mation concerning any o p e r a t i o n  w i t h i n  t h e  America1 Div is ion?  

No, s i r ,  I d i d n ' t  h e a r  any th ing  on it. 

Q. I guess  a l l  w e  have from you,  S p e c i a l i s t  KLAUMANN, 
i s  t h a t  you remember t h e  change o f  command ceremony. 

A. I ' m  s o r r y ,  I d o n ' t  know. 
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Q. Do you e v e r  recall  s e e i n g  any l a r g e  numbers o f  
dead o r  any dead? 

A .  	  I never  s a w  any. 

Q. 	 You never  saw a dead Vietnamese? 

A. No, s i r ,  j u s t  p i c t u r e q .  
  

Q Never a f i r s t  hand obse rva t ion?  
  

A. 	 No, sir.  

Q Never h e a r  any conve r sa t ions ,  w i t h i n  your  h e l i ­
c o p t e r ,  by members of  your crew a t  anytime about  t h e  dead 
Vietnamese? 

A. Except f o r  M r .  D E W I N E ,  I t h i n k  h e  took a p i c t u r e  
of one t h a t  w a s  k i l l e d  on LZ West, I b e l i e v e ,  b u t  t h a t ' s  about 
a l l .  

Q 	 T h a t ' s  a l l ?  

A .  	  Y e s .  

Q 	 Who was General  YOUNG'S a i d e ?  

A. I d o n ' t  know t h a t .  I d o n ' t  know, s i r ,  he had 
s e v e r a l .  

Q Who d i d  General  YOUNG have f l y  w i th  him? 

P i l o t s .  

Who d i d  General  YOUNG b r i n g  aboard t h e  h e l i c o p t e r ?  

Unless h e  had someone come a long  l i k e  a c h a p l a i n  
something,  it was mostly h i s  a i d e .  

You i n d i c a t e d  e a r l i e r  t h a t  you went i n  and o u t  
Quang Ngai.'. 	 Was t h a t  o f t e n ?  
  

Yes, q u i t e  a b i t .  
  
.: 

What i s  q$ite a b i t ?  
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A .  A t  l e a s t  once a week. 
 

Q Where d i d  you land t h e r e ?  
  

A. The VIP pad. 
 

Q The Tropo pad? 
 

A. Right ,  s ir .  

Q. The soccer  f i e l d ?  

A.  Right., sir.  
  

Q e  Who clid he go t o  s e e  down t h e r e ?  
  

A. Some Vietnamese. I d o n ' t  know what h i s  rank was, 
an o f f i c e r ,  I don I t  know. 

Q- Did he go s e e  them sometime a f t e r  t h e  change of 
command ceremony? Sometime before  General YOtTNG l e f t ,  was 
t h e r e  a t ime when he went down t h e r e  more o f t e n  than  he had 
on a r o u t i n e  b a s i s ?  

A. No, s i r ,  I guess he was p r e t t y  s teady.  
  

Q Did he s t a y  p r e t t y  long down t h e r e  when he went? 
 

A.  I guess a couple hours.  

Q Did General YOUNG make it a h a b i t  t o  g e t  back t o  
t h e  d i v i s i o n  headquarters  i n  time f o r  t h e  s t a f f  b r i e f i n g  i n  
t h e  af te rnocn?  

A. Right ,  sir.  We usua l ly  got  back about 4:00 o r  
4:30 i f  we could h e l p  it. 

Q - How much time d i d  you usua l ly  f l y ,  on an average,
dur ing  t h e  day? 

A. I guess on t h e  average of 2 t o  3 hours .  

Q. Most of t h e  t ime was w a i t  t ime? 

A. Right ,  s i r .  
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Q. A s  I unders tand  it t h e n ,  S p e c i a l i s t  KLAUMANN, 
you have no knowledge o f ;  one,  t h a t  any th ing  unusual  occu r red  
ou t  he re  i n  t h i s  o p e r a t i o n a l  a r e a  a t  anytime, w i t h  r e f e r e n c e  
t o  Task Force  Barker ;  and, two, you never  hea rd  anyth ing  from 
anyone concerning anyth ing  unusual  t h a t  might have happened 
o u t  he re .  

A .  Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q. And, t h r e e ,  you never  heard any th ing  about an 
i n v e s t i g a t i o n ?  

A. No, sir. 

Q Concerning t h e  k i l l i n g s  of people?  

A. I c a n ' t  say  t h a t  I have,  s i r .  

Q No r e c o l l e c t i o n  of  i t ?  And, you know o f  no 
a t t empt  t o  coverup o r  suppress  any in format ion?  

A .  No, s ir .  I f  t h e r e  was I d o n ' t  know any th ing  
about  it. 

Q .. I ' d  l i k e  t o  g i v e  you t h i s  o p p o r t u n i t y  b e f o r e  w e  
c l o s e  t h i s  h e a r i n g  t o  make any s t a t e m e n t  t h a t  you c a r e  t o ,  
t h a t  w i l l  b e  e n t e r e d  i n t o  t h e  r e c o r d  o r  ask  any q u e s t i o n s  
you would l i k e  and I w i l l  t r y  t o  respond t o  them. 

A. I d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  t h e r e  i s  anyth ing  else, sir .  

Q- W e  thank you very much f o r  making t h e  t r i p  he re .  
We t o o  a r e  s o r r y  you cannot  h e l p  us more t h a t  you have.  I n  
t h e  f u t u r e  i f  you t h i n k  of  any th ing ,  any r e c o l l e c t i o n  comes 
back t o  you on m y  of t h e  f a c t s  t h a t  I have t o l d  you, w e  
would a p p r e c i a t e  you c o n t a c t i n g  us immediately.  

I would l i k e  t o  c a u t i o n  you b e f o r e  we c l o s e . o f  
t h e  admonition wi th  r e g a r d  t o  d i s c l o s i n g  in format ion  you have 
been given o r  your t es t imony h e r e ,  except  t o  p rope r  a u t h o r i t y  
which would i n c l u d e  a congres s iona l  committee o r  a j u d i c i a l  
body o r  any o t h e r  p rope r ly  c o n s t i t u t e d  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e ,  l e g i s ­
l a t i v e  o r  j u d i c i a l  o r g a n i z a t i o n .  Do you unders tand  t h a t ?  

A. Y e s ,  sir. 
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&­ The hear ing  w i l l  r e c e s s .  

(The hear ing  recessed a t  1002 hours ,  1 4  March 
1970.) 
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SUMMARY OF TESTIMONY 

WITNESS: KUBERT, Lawrence J.  SSG 

DATE OF TESTIMONY: 15 January  1970 

PLACE OF TESTIMONY: Pentagon 

WITNESS SUSPECTED OF: N/A 

COUNSEL: None 

DUTY ASSIGNMENT ON 16 MARCH 1968: F l i g h t  Opera t ions  
Sergean t ,  B Company ( a e r o - s c o u t ) ,  123d Avia t ion  B a t t a l i o n .  

1. HIS KNOWLEDGE OF THE EVENTS ON 1 6  MARCH 1968. 

D e s c r i p t i o n  o f  h i s  job.  

The w i t n e s s  was t h e  o p e r a t i o n s  s e r g e a n t  a t  LZ 
D o t t i e  on 16 March 1968 (pg. 3 ) .  H i s  p r i n c i p a l  du ty  was 
t o  handle  t h e  r a d i o  t r a f f i c  which he d i d  i n  t h e  van a t  
LZ D o t t i e .  

b .  H i s  r e c o l l e c t i o n  o f  r a d i o  d i s c u s s i o n s .  

(1) Explanat ion  o f  t h e  r a d i o  system. 

I n  t h e  van t h e r e  were two FM r a d i o s .  One 
was on t h e  company frequency and t h e  o t h e r  was v a r i a b l e  
(pg. 9 )  . I t  was s t a n d a r d  procedure f o r  t h e  LOH t o  remain 
on t h e  company frequency (pg. 121,  a s  w e l l  a s  t h e  h igh  
s h i p s  (pg.  9 ) .  The l e a d  s h i p  would s t a y  on a n o t h e r  
frequency wi th  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  (pq .  9 ) .  There was a l s o  a 
s e p a r a t e  f requency on which t h e  11 th  Brigade gunships  oper ­
a t e d  (pg. 9 ) .  A t  f i r s t  t h e  w i t n e s s  d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  i f  t h e  
second r a d i o ,  which was v a r i a b k w a s  o p e r a t i o n a l  t h a t  
day (pgs .  9 ,  1 0 ) .  However, he l a t e r  f e l t  t h a t  i t  i s  p o s s i b l e  . 
t h a t  t h e  secondary r a d i o  was on t h e  o p e r a t i o n a l  frequency 
(pg*  11) 

( 2 )  Radio d i s c u s s i o n s  o f  t h e  Sharks .  

A r e p o r t  came over  t h e  r a d i o  s t a t i n g  t h a t  
t h e  Sharks w e r e  making some gunruns (pg. 7 ) .  The s t a t ement  
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" t h e  Sharks  a r e  f i r i n g "  was made p robab ly  from t h e  h i g h  
gun, and ,  t h e  w i t n e s s  s t a t e d ,  t h e  t r a n s m i t t o r  d i d  n o t  
sound p e r t u r b e d  (pg. 10) . The LOH moved o v e r  t o  t h e  
a r e a  (pgs .  7 ,  8 ,  11) and r e p o r t e d  a number o f  dead  Vietnamese 
(pg.  8 ) .  The LOH s e n t  a  message t o  n o t i f y  Task Force  
Barker  t h a t  t h e r e  were j u s t  women and c h i l d r e n  coming o u t  
o f  t h e  v i l l a g e  (pg .  7), and Cap ta in  MOE made t h e  c a l l  t o  
Task Force  Barke r  ( p g ,  7 ) .  The w i t n e s s  f e l t  t h a t  t h e y  were 
t o  n o t i f y  Task Force Barke r  t o  t a k e  t h e  gunsh ips  o u t  b u t  
t h a t  it was t o o  l a t e  i n  t h a t  t h e  Sha rks  had a l r e a d y  f i r e d  
(pg.  1 3 ) .  H i s  u n i t  d i d  n o t  c o n t r o l  t h e  Sha rks  and h e  f e l t  
t h a t  pe rhaps  Task Force Barker  d i d  (pg.  1 3 ) .  H i s  impres s ion  
upon r e c e i v i n g  l a t e r  body c o u n t s  was t h a t  t h e  gunsh ips  w e r e  
r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  t h e  k i l l i n g s ,  a s  t h e r e  was no mention made 
on t h e  r a d i o  abou t  t h e  i n f a n t r y  (pg .  1 8 ) .  

( 3 )  Radio r e p o r t s  o f  body c o u n t s .  

There  was a  r e p o r t  o f  a " l o t  o f  b o d i e s "  i n  
t h e  a r e a  where t h e  Sha rks  had been f i r i n g .  H e  f e l t  i t  
was approx ima te ly  100 b o d i e s  o f  women, c h i l d r e n ,  and o l d  
men (pg.  1 2 ) .  L a t e r ,  when THOMPSON came i n t o  t h e  van ,  
t h e  w i t n e s s  had t h e  impress ion  t h a t  t h e  b o d i e s  were a l l  
i n  one p l a c e ,  i n  a d i t c h  (pg.  1 6 ) .  

( 4 )  Radio r e q u e s t s  f o r  a S l i c k .  

The w i t n e s s  r e c a l l e d  t h e  message from 
M r .  THOMPSON r e q u e s t i n g  a s l i c k  t o  e v a c u a t e  some 
Vietnamese c h i l d r e n  (pg. 5 )  . A s  t h e  w i t n e s s  w a s  a 
S p e c i a l i s t  F i v e  h e  d i d  n o t  n e c e s s a r i l y  have t h e  a u t h o r i t y  
t o  d i s p a t c h  a s l i c k ,  b u t  Cap ta in  MOE and Major WATKE 
were a l s o  i n  t h e  van a t  t h a t  t i m e  (pg.  1 4 ) .  H e  d i d  n o t  
r e c a l l  i f  a s l i c k  was s e n t  and f e l t  t h a t  h e  might  have l e f t  
t h e  van t o  do an e r r a n d  (pg .  1 4 ) .  H e  t hough t  t h a t  THOMPSON 
c a r r i e d  t h e  c h i l d r e n  h i m s e l f  (pg .  2 0 ) .  

( 5  A t r a n s m i s s i o n  from Rawhide 6 .  

The w i t n e s s  r e c a l l e d  a t r a n s m i s s i o n  made by 
Rawhide 6  s a y i n g  "I d o n ' t  want any unnecessa ry  k i l l i n g s  
go ing  on"  (pg .  29) . T h i s  t r a n s m i s s i o n  was made a t  
approx ima te ly  0845 t o  0900 h o u r s .  H e  i d e n t i f i e d  Rawhide 6  
a s  t h e  commander o f  t h e  1 1 t h  Br igade  a s  d i s t i n c t  from 
Cayote 6 which was Task Force  Barke r  (pg .  2 9 ) .  H e  r e c a l l e d  
t h i s  because  t h e y  d i d  n o t  l i k e  t o  work w i t h  ~ a w h i d e ,  who 
t i e d  up t h e  n e t  wan t ing  t o  know d e t a i l s  ( p g . 2 9 ) .  H e  
a s s o c i a t e d  t h i s  t r a n s m i s s i o n  w i t h  t h e  S h a r k ' s  a c t i o n  and 
t h e  peop le  a l o n g  t h e  road  (pg. 30) . 
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c .  THOMPSON'S d i s c u s s i o n  i n  t h e  van. 

The w i t n e s s  r e c a l l e d  M r .  THOMPSON and M r .  BAKER, 
t h e  AC o f  one o f  t h e  gunships ,  having a d i s c u s s i o n  wi th  
Major WATKE i n  t h e  van (pg. 3 ) .  He a l s o  s t a t e d  t h a t  it 
could  have been M r .  MILLIANS, and s t a t e d  he d i d  n o t  
remember L ieu tenan t  LLOYD a t  t h a t  t ime (pg.  2 8 ) .  They 
were both  ve ry  u p s e t  (pg. 4 )  and he s t a t e d  they w e r e  
f o r c e f u l  and gave t h e  impress ion  t h a t  a s e r i o u s  i n c i d e n t  
had occur red  (pg.  2 8 ) .  He r e c a l l e d  a s t a t e m e n t  by 
THOMPSON t h a t  " t h e  r i c e  paddies  were r e d  w i t h  blood" 
(pg. 4 )  . The w i t n e s s  thought  Capta in  MOE was p r e s e n t  
(pg.  1 7 ) .  H i s  impress ion  was t h a t  they  were d i s c u s s i n g  
what they  saw on t h e  road ,  away from t h e  v i l l a g e .  M r .  
THOMPSON s t a t e d  they  had seen a l o t  o f  k i l l i n g  o f  women 
and c h i l d r e n  and t h a t  THOMPSON wanted t o  l e t  someone know 
t h a t  t h i s  was wrong (pg.  1 7 ) .  H e  d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  Major WATKE 
making any d i s t i n c t i v e  response (pg .  1 7 ) .  There was r e f e r e n c e  
made t o  a d i t c h  wi th  bod ies  i n  i t  and he r e c a l l e d  a 
d i s c u s s i o n  o f  M r .  THOMPSON s t o p p i n g  t h e  a i r c r a f t  i n  t h e  
v i c i n i t y  o f  some c h i l d r e n  and speaking wi th  a l i e u t e n a n t  
who s a i d  t h e  on ly  way t o  g e t  t h e  c h i l d r e n  o u t  was t o  
"throw a grenade i n  t h e r e "  (pg. 2 0 ) .  THOMPSON then  p u l l e d  
them o u t  (pg.  2 0 ) .  The w i t n e s s  d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  a c a p t a i n  
be ing  mentioned a l though he d i d  n o t e  a  d i s c u s s i o n  o f  someone 
be ing  s h o t  (pg .  21) . 

d .  Major WATKE's s t a t e m e n t s  a t  t h e  G2 b r i e f i n g .  

The w i t n e s s  s t a t e d  t h a t  a f t e r  t h e  i n c i d e n t  
t h e  G2 came down and gave t h e  u n i t  a b r i e f i n g ,  r e p o r t i n g  
t h a t  a t o t a l  o f  120 c i v i l  de fendan t s  had been k i l l e d  
(pgs .  1 6 ,  24,  2 5 ) .  The w i t n e s s  f e l t  t h a t  t h i s  meant t h a t  
t h e  people  had helped t h e  VC c a r r y  food and c l o t h i n g ,  a s  
t h e  G 2  e x p l a i n e d  t h e  t e r m  (pg. 2 5 ) .  Four o r  f i v e  war ran t  
o f f i c e r s  spoke o u t  (pg.  2 5 ) ,  say ing  "You mean t h o s e  women 
and c h i l d r e n "  (pg.  16)  and " they d i d n ' t  look l i k e  they  cou ld  
do much t o  u s "  (pg.  19)  . Major WATKE s t epped  forward and 
s a i d  " L e t ' s  n o t  have any more of  t h a t "  (pgs .  1 6 ,  1 7 ,  19)  . 
WATKE d i d  n o t  reprimand any i n d i v i d u a l  and appeared  t o  be  
t r y i n g  t o  soo the  t h e  group (pg.  2 4 ) .  The w i t n e s s  d i d  n o t  
r e c a l l  Major WATKE having a company format ion  and announcing 
t h a t  they  shou ld  n o t  t a l k  about  t h e  i n c i d e n t  (pg. 26) . 

e. I n q u i r i e s  concerning t h e  a s s a u l t .  

The w i t n e s s  d i d  n o t  f e e l  t h a t  t h e  i n c i d e n t  was 
covered up because  he thought  t h a t  " t h e  in fo rmat ion  had 
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g o t t e n  o u t "  by which he 'meant t h a t  it had gone h i g h e r  i n  
t h e  cha in  o f  command (pgs. 26, 27) . 
2. OTHER INFORMATION. 

a .  The w i t n e s s  f e l t  t h a t  M r .  THOMPSON was one o f  t h e  
f i n e s t  LOH p i l o t s ,  and s t a t e d  t h a t  THOMPSON was b rave  and 
calm under p r e s s u r e .  H e  s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e i r  r e p o r t s  were 
u s u a l l y  c o n c i s e ,  complete and a c c u r a t e  (pg. 2 8 )  . I t  was h i s  
impress ion  t h a t  i f  THOMPSON s a i d  something it was worth 
l i s t e n i n g  t o  (pg. 2 8 ) .  

b.  The w i t n e s s  d i s c u s s e d  a green l e d g e r  which he 
s t a t e d  was an h i s t o r i c a l  r e p o r t ,  which he a l s o  c a l l e d  an 
a f t e r  a c t i o n  r e p o r t  (pg. 30) . He r e c a l l e d  making an e n t r y  r3.

L . qt h a t  100 t o  150 women and c h i l d r e n  w e r e  k i l l e d .  A copy v e n t  a
t o  t h e  b a t t a l i o n  S3,  t o  t h e  ~ i v i s i o n  a i r  o f f i c e ,  and 
p o s s i b l y  t o  G2 (pg.  32) . HOLLADAY would r e c e i v e  t h i s  
r e p o r t  t h e  n e x t  morning (pg. 3 2 ) .  Because he made t h e  
e n t r y  concerning t h e  c i v i l i a n s  k i l l e d , h e  f e l t  t h a t  t h e  
r e p o r t  had gone i n t o  t h e  p roper  channels  (pgs .  31, 3 2 ) .  'LO, 

c .  The w i t n e s s  s t a t e d  t h a t  a d e b r i e f i n g  fol lowed 
every  a c t i o n ,  and he thought  t h a t  d u r i n g  t h i s  d e b r i e f i n g  
Major WATKE informed t h e  S3 o f  Task Force Barker  about  t h e  
i n c i d e n t  (pg. 3 1 ) .  The w i t n e s s  d i d  n o t  know i f  t h e  
i n c i d e n t  concerning c i v i l i a n s  was e n t e r e d  i n t o  t h e  l o g  b u t  
f e l t  t h a t  i t  d e f i n i t e l y  was p u t  i n t o  h i s  " a f t e r  a c t i o n  r e p o r t "  
which he a l s o  r e f e r r e d  t o  a s  h i s  h i s t o r i c a l  r e p o r t  (pg. 3 4 ) .  

d .  Because t h e  w i t n e s s  had been working w i t h  t h e  u n i t  
f o r  only  t e n  days he could  n o t  r ecogn ize ,  on t h e  b a s i s  of 
vo ice  a l o n e ,  any speakers  over  t h e  r a d i o  (pg. 8 ) .  
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(The h e a r i n g  reconvened a t  1450 hour s ,  15 January 1970. 

MR WEST: The h e a r i n g  w i l l  come t o  o r d e r .  

RCDR: The fo l lowing  persons  a r e  p r e s e n t :  MR WEST, COL 
FRANKLIN and MAJ COOP. 

The n e x t  w i t n e s s  i s  S t a f f  Sergeant  Lawrence J. 
KUBERT . 

(SSG KUBERT was c a l l e d  a s  a  w i t n e s s ,  
w a s  sworn, and t e s t i f i e d  a s  fo l lows : )  

RCDR: Would you s t a t e  your f u l l  name, g rade ,  S o c i a l  
S e c u r i t y  number, branch of s e r v i c e ,  o r g a n i z a t i o n  and s t a t i o n .  

A. Lawrence J. KUBERT, S t a f f  Se rgean t ,  United S t a t e s  
Army, 506-52-3554, United S t a t e s  Army Avia t ion  T e s t  Force ,  
F o r t  Rucker , Alabama. 

MR WEST: Serqeant  KUBERT, b e f o r e  w e  q e t  i n t o  any q u e s t i o n s ,  
I want t o  t e l l - y o u  something about t h e - n a t u r e  and- p i r p o s e  of 
t h i s  i n q u i r y .  This  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  was d i r e c t e d  j o i n t l y  by 
t h e  s e c r e t a r y  of  t h e  Army and t h e  Chief of S t a f f  of  t h e  Army 
f o r  t h e  purpose of  de te rmin ing  f a c t s  and making f i n d i n g s  and 
recommendations concerning:  

(1) t h e  adequacy of p r i o r  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  of  what 
i s  now commonly r e f e r r e d  t o  as t h e  My L a i  i n c i d e n t  of  16 
March 1968, and 

(2 )  t h e  p o s s i b l e  suppres s ion  o r  wi thhold ing  of 
i n fo rma t ion  by any person  who had a du ty  t o  r e p o r t  and t o  
f u r n i s h  in fo rma t ion  concerning t h i s  i n c i d e n t .  I n  o t h e r  
words, whether  t h e r e  was a coverup. 

Th i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  i s  n o t  be ing  conducted t o  i n q u i r e  
i n t o  a l l  t h e  f a c t s  and c i rcumstances  of what happened a t  Ply 
La i .  For  example, w e ' r e  n o t  d i r e c t l y  concerned wi th  whether 
anyone i s  g u i l t y  of any o f f e n s e  a r i s i n g  o u t  of t h e i r  conduct 
t h a t  day. 

We've had made a v a i l a b l e  t o  us  and have reviewed 
p r i o r  o f f i c i a l  s t a t emen t s  ob ta ined  i n  o t h e r  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  
of t h e  My La i  i n c i d e n t .  A s  f a r  a s  I know, however, you have 
n o t  made a p r i o r  s t a t emen t .  
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A. No, I h a v e n ' t .  

Q. Your tes t imony w i l l  be t aken  under o a t h .  A verba ­
t i m  t r a n s c r i p t  w i l l  be p repared  and a t a p e  r e c o r d i n g  i s .  
being made i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  verba t im no te s  be ing  t aken  by 
t h e  r e p o r t e r ,  

The g e n e r a l  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  of o u r  r e p o r t  w i l l  be 
c o n f i d e n t i a l ,  b u t  it is  p o s s i b l e  t h a t  t es t imony,  o r  p a r t s  o f  
it may l a t e r  become a m a t t e r  of  p u b l i c  knowledge. 

You a r e  d i r e c t e d  n o t  t o  d i s c u s s  your t es t imony 
b e f o r e  t h i s  i n q u i r y  w i t h  o t h e r s ,  i n c l u d i n g  o t h e r  w i tnes ses  
be fo re  t h e  i n q u i r y ,  excep t  i n  t h e  performance of o f f i c i a l  
du ty  o r  as you may be r e q u i r e d  t o  do be fo re  a competent 
j u d i c i a l ,  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e ,  o r  l e g i s l a t i v e  body. For example, 
t h e r e  is  a subcommittee of t h e  House Armed S e r v i c e s  Committee 
which is  looking  i n t o  t h e  My L a i  m a t t e r .  Some of  our  w i t ­
nesses  a r e  going ove r  t h e r e  t o  t e s t i f y .  Of cou r se  when w e  
ask you n o t  t o  d i s c l o s e  your tes t imony h e r e ,  t h i s  does  n o t  
apply t o  a subcommittee of t h e  Congress. 

A r e  you s u b j e c t  t o  t h e  o r d e r  of  t h e  m i l i t a r y  judge 
i n  t h e  ca se  of  t h e  u n i t e d  S t a t e s  v.  Ca l ley  o r  t h e  c a s e  of  t h e  
United S t a t e s  v. M i t c h e l l ?  

A. J u s t  what I ' v e  heard  over  t h e  news media. 

Q- You h a v e n ' t  r ece ived  a l e t t e r ?  

A. No, s i r ,  

Q. Sergeant  KUBERT, do you r e c a l l  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  Task 
Force Barker  engaged i n  on 16 March 1968, around t h e  hamlet  
of My L a i  ( 4 ) ?  

A.  I w a s n ' t  f a m i l i a r  wi th  t h e  hamlet  a t  t h a t  t i m e ,  b u t  
as f a r  as I knew w e  w e r e  i n  an o p e r a t i o n  on what w e  c a l l e d  
t h e  pen insu la .  

Q - A t  t h i s  t ime what w a s  your ass ignment ,  what o u t f i t  
were you i n?  

A.  I was wi th  t h e  P23d, ae ro-scout  company, B Company. 
I was t h e  f l i g h t  o p e r a t i o n s  s e r g e a n t  o r  a c t i n g  s e r g e a n t .  

Q Where w a s  your du ty  s t a t i o n ?  
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A. My duty  s t a t i o n  was between Chu L a i ,  our  home 
base ,  and t h e  van a t  LZ D o t t i e .  On 16 March, I was t h e  
o p e r a t i o n s  s e r g e a n t  a t  LZ D o t t i e ,  

Q- And you w e r e  i n  t h e  van a t  Landing Zone Do t t i e?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r ,  w e  were l a te  t h a t  morning i f  I remember 
r i g h t .  We s e n t  one team d i r e c t l y  over  t o  suppor t  Task 
Force Barker and t h e  r e s t  of t h e  teams landed a t  LZ D o t t i e .  
And I cranked up t h e  r a d i o s  and g o t  i n t o  touch w i t h  them. 

Q- I unders tand t h a t  one of your p r i n c i p a l  d u t i e s  
t h e r e  w a s  t o  handle  t h e  r a d i o  t r a f f i c ?  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q. I am going t o  s k i p  forward a l i t t l e  b i t  t o  t h e  
t i m e  around noon on 16 March 1968. Do you remember an oc ­
c a s ion  when Major WATKE was i n  t h e  van and M r .  THOMPSON came 
i n  and t a l k e d  t o  him about  something? 

A. Y e s ,  s i r ,  a s  a m a t t e r  of f a c t ,  I b e l i e v e  my f i r s t  
r e c o l l e c t i o n  i s  M r .  BAKER and M r .  THOMPSON and Major WATKE 
t a l k i n g  about--Mr. THOMPSON and M r .  BAKER were t a lk ing - ­

Q- ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Before you s a y ,  cou ld  you i d e n t i f y  
M r .  BAKER? 

A. I b e l i e v e  he was a CW2 a t  t h a t  t ime.  

Q - What was he doing t h a t  day, w a s  he f l y i n g  a gun­
s h i p ?  

A. Y e s ,  he was t h e  AC on one of t h e  gunsh ips ,  a i r ­
c r a f t  commander. 

Q- Do you know which one? 

A, NO,  sir. 

Q. W a s  it h igh  o r  low gun? 

A. I c o u l d n ' t  say  f o r  s u r e  whether it w a s  h igh  o r  low. 

Q. Do you remember what r a d i o  f requency he was on ,  
what r a d i o  he w a s  us ing?  
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A. W e  were u s ing  fox-mike e x c l u s i v e l y ,  because t h a t ' s  
a l l  I had,  FM. A s  f a r  as t h e  frequency-- 

Q. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  You c o u l d n ' t  t e l l  from t h a t  which 
gunship he w a s  i n ?  

A. No, t hey  r e f e r r e d  t o  t h e  h igh  man as Lead. There 
w a s  always one gunship t h a t  was i n  command, b u t  a g a i n  I 
c o u l d n ' t  say  which. 

Q. L e t ' s  go back now t o  M r .  BAKER, and Major WATKE, 
and M r .  THOMPSON. 

A. M r .  BAKER and M r .  THOMPSON were bo th  ve ry  upse t .  
They had seen  numerous bod ie s  t h a t  t hey  had r e p o r t e d  e a r l i e r  
i n  t h e  day. Le t  m e  s k i p  back.  The only r e p o r t  t h a t  I had 
dur ing  t h e  whole morning was a  r e p o r t  t h a t  women and c h i l d r e n  
and o l d e r  people  were evacua t ing  t h e  c i t y .  And w e  checked 
o u t  s e v e r a l  r e p o r t s  of VC f l e e i n g  t h e  v i l l a g e .  And each 
t i m e  t h a t  we checked o u t ,  t h e r e  could have been cause  f o r  
people  t o  t h i n k  t h e y  were VC, t h e y ' d  have a  hoe o r  c a r r y i n g  
s t u f f ,  packages ,  o r  whatever ,  f l e e i n g  t h e  v i l l a g e .  

Q. They w e r e  c a r r y i n g  a r t i c l e s  t h a t  might have been 
mis taken f o r  weapons, i s  t h a t  t h e  i dea?  

A. Right .  And I ' d  g e t  t h e  r e p o r t ,  t h e r e  a r e  20 o l d  
men, women and c h i l d r e n  c a r r y i n g  t h e i r  be longings ,  l e a v i n g  
t h e  a r ea .  But I c a n ' t  remember any a c t i o n  t h a t  w e  took t h a t  
morning a t  a l l ,  a g a i n s t  a t r u e  VC f o r c e .  And s o  t h e y  were 
upse t  when they  s a w  a l l  t h e s e  bodies .  A s  a m a t t e r  of  f a c t ,  
a s t a t emen t  t h a t  M r .  THOMPSON made a t  t h a t  t ime w a s ,  "The 
r i c e  paddies  were r e d  wi th  blood. " They had j u s t  come o v e r  
a r i s e ,  a t  f i r s t  t h e y  thought  it w a s  about  100 bod ie s .  

Q. We were speaking  of t h e  meeting of  THOMPSON, BAKER, 
and WATKE i n  t h e  van,  b u t  I t h i n k  you have gone back a l i t t l e  
b i t  i n  t ime ,  t o  what you had heard  ove r  t h e  r a d i o .  Is t h i s  
r i g h t ?  Why d o n ' t  w e  go back t h e r e  f i r s t ,  cou ld  you go back 
t o  when you f i r s t  hea rd  anyth ing  ove r  t h e  r a d i o  i n  r e g a r d  t o  
c i v i l i a n s  i n  My L a i  ( 4 ) ?  

A. I n  r ega rd  t o  c i v i l i a n s ?  

Q. O r  Vietnamese people?  

A. Well, w e  were t h e r e  on t i m e ,  o u r  f i r s t  gunsh ips ,  
and w e  w e r e  ho ld ing  o u t s i d e  of  t h e  a c t i v i t y .  
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Q o  
  
 Right ,  sou th  of it, I b e l i e v e  i n i t i a l l y .  

A. And t h e n  a s  t h e  a r t i l l e r y  s topped  and t h e  Sharks 
moved o u t ,  we--the gunship team of t h e  11 th  Brigade,  we moved 
i n  t o  make a complete s c o u t  of t h e  whole c i r c l e  sur rounding  
t h e  v i l l a g e .  And a t  t h i s  t i m e ,  it was t h e  f i r s t  t i m e  t h a t  
t hey  mentioned people  f l e e i n g  t h e  v i l l a g e ,  moving o u t ,  i n  
s e v e r a l  d i r e c t i o n s  a long  t h e  d i k e s  and t h e  roads .  

Q. L e t  m e  i n t e r p o s e  h e r e  and say  t h i s :  any th ing  you 
may have heard  a t  t h a t  t ime could  be very  impor t an t  t o  us .  
We're t r y i n g  t o  p u t  t o g e t h e r  something t h a t  happened almost  
2 y e a r s  ago. Many f a c t s  have been f o r g o t t e n  by people  o r  
confused a s  t o  t ime.  So s e a r c h  your mind and g i v e  us every ­
t h i n g  t h a t  you can t h i n k  of  t h a t  you heard  o v e r . t h e  r a d i o .  

A. W e  had s e v e r a l  c a l l s ,  b u t  each  t ime I had c o n t a c t  
w i th  t h e  team t h e y  were r e p o r t i n g  women and chi ldren--and 
then  I g o t  a te lephone  c a l l ,  o r  a r a d i o  c a l l  from Task Force 
Barker ,  from b a t t a l i o n ,  and they  r eques t ed  t h a t  I check.  o u t  
a s p e c i f i c  a r e a  where t h e r e  was supposed to ' be - - aga in  I t h i n k  
it was supposed t o  be 40--VC t h a t  were f l e e i n g  t h i s  c e r t a i n  
r o u t e .  And they  were i n  t h e  open and,  of cou r se ,  t o  gunships 
t h i s  i s  t h e  i d e a l  t a r g e t . .  So we d i v e r t e d  ou r  team ove r  t h e r e ,  
and aga in  t h e y  scou ted  it r e a l  c l o s e ,  and aga in  came up w i t h  
no th ing ,  t h e  same, t h e r e  were o l d  men, women, and c h i l d r e n .  

Q- It  d i d n ' t  look l i k e  a  m i l i t a r y  t a r g e t ,  then?  

A. N O ,  o u r  people  d i d  n o t  engage a t  a l l .  And t h i s  i s  
as f a r  a s  I can r e c a l l ,  t h e  on ly  t r a f f i c  t h a t  I had on t h a t  
morning e x c e p t  l a t e r  t h e n ,  M r .  THOMPSON reques t ed  a s l i c k  
t o  p u l l  o u t  some Vietnamese c h i l d r e n  and t h e  t iming  on t h a t ,  
I can remember t h e  c a l l .  

Q. Can you remember a t  what t i m e  t h e  c a l l  from Task 
Force Barker  was? 

A. That  w a s  e a r l i e r .  

Q- Was t h a t  b e f o r e  M r .  THOMPSON'S team had moved up. 
o v e r  My L a i  ( 4 )  o v e r  t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

A. I c o u l d n ' t  say  t h a t  M r .  THOMPSON'S team--they were 
n o t  r e a l l y  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  t h e  v i l l a g e  a s  such ,  t hey  were 
r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  t h e  people  moving o u t .  And I d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  
they  a c t u a l l y  g o t  i n t o  t h e  v i l l a g e .  
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Q. W e l l ,  t h ey  i n i t i a l l y  s t a r t e d  sou th  and then  they  
l a t e r  e n l a r g e d  t h e i r  s t a t i o n ,  s o  t h a t  t hey  d i d  move around 
over- ­

A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  I n  around. 

Q. With r e l a t i o n  t o  t h a t ,  cou ld  you p l a c e  t h e  c a l l  
from Task Force Barker?  

A. I t  seems l i k e  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  was l a t e ,  l i k e  s a y  
we 'd  been on s t a t i o n ,  and t h e  f i r s t  c a l l  t o  s c o u t  o u t  peop le ,  
I ' d  say was 4 0  t o  4 5  minutes a f t e r  we had s t a r t e d  o u r  recon.  
Which would be  r i g h t  a f t e r  t h e  a r t i l l e r y ,  and everybody 
moved o u t  and t h e  i n f a n t r y  were a c t u a l l y  moving towards t h e  
c i t y .  And t h a t  was t h e  f i r s t  r e p o r t  and t h e n  w e  had s e v e r a l  
r e p o r t s  a f t e r  t h a t  t o  check o u t .  

Q. Could you i n  t h e  van h e a r  M r .  THOMPSON'S t r a n s -  
miss ions?  

A. I f  he w a s  f l y i n g  h igh  enough. There w a s  a l s o  one 
spot- ­

Q- ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  I n  between? 

A. R igh t ,  t h e r e  was one s p o t  t h a t  we had a l o t  o f  
d i f f i c u l t y  wi th  and it was o u t  on t h e  pen insu la .  There w a s  
a  b i g  h i l l  i n  between u s ,  s o  i f  he was low o r  behind t h i s  
mass we c o u l d n ' t  h e a r  him. A s  a  m a t t e r  of f a c t ,  I d i d n ' t  
know anyth ing  about  t h e  t r a n s a c t i o n  of t h e  c h i l d r e n  u n t i l  
l a t e r  when-he had a c t u a l l y  accomplished-- 

Q. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  When he c a l l e d  f o r  t h e  s l i c k  he 
d i d n ' t  complain or - - the  ev idence  t h a t  we've r e c e i v e d  i s  
a c t u a l l y ,  t h a t  a gunship came i n ,  p icked  up t h e  c h i l d r e n ,  
took them o u t  i n  two l o a d s ,  two t r i p s .  

A. I was under t h e  impress ion t h a t  M r .  THOMPSON had 
done more of it.  

Q- No, I f o r g e t ,  wasn ' t  MILLIANS t h e  low gun? H e  w a s  
one of t h e  two guns chas ing  THOMPSON and he landed twice  and 
picked up a t o t a l  of 1 2 .  

A. And I b e l i e v e ,  t h e n ,  we w e r e  supposed t o  send a 
s l i c k  t o  p i c k  them up and c a r r y  them f u r t h e r .  
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90  This  I d i d n ' t  know about .  W e l l ,  du r ing  t h e  morning 
a s  you l i s t e n e d  t o  t h e  r a d i o  t r a f f i c ,  d i d  you g e t  any i d e a  
t h a t  q u i t e  a number of o l d  men, women, and c h i l d r e n  were 
be ing  k i l l e d  i n  My L a i  ( 4 )  by t h e  i n f a n t r y ?  

A. No, my impress ion a t  t h i s  t ime  w a s  t h a t  o u r  people  
came a c r o s s  it t h i s  one t ime--across t h e  dike--and it w a s n ' t  
i n  t h e  c i t y  i t s e l f ,  t h i s  was more my impress ion  j u s t  from 
what o t h e r  people  s ay .  A s  f a r  a s  i n  t h e  c i t y ,  w e  d i d n ' t  
h e a r  of any th ing .  A s  a  m a t t e r  of f a c t  a t  t h e  t i m e  we thought  
t h a t  it w a s  t h e  o t h e r  gunsh ips ,  t h e  Sharks ,  t h a t  had done-- 

Q. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  W e l l ,  I w a s  going t o  g e t  t o  t h a t .  
W e  had tes t imony t h a t  one of t h e  Sharks made a run  on t h e  
r e fugees  moving down t h e  road ,  and t h a t  he may have k i l l e d  
a s  many a s  50 .  Could you t e l l  us what you know of  t h i s ?  
Have you heard  about  t h i s ?  

A. I c a n ' t  p l a c e  t h e  t i m e  on that - -whether  t h a t  one 
came. ove r  t h e  r a d i o ,  I b e l i e v e  i t  did--and I b e l i e v e  we had 
a r e p o r t  t h a t  t h e  Sharks  were making some gun r u n s ,  b u t  
aga in  t h i s  waz o f f  i n  t h e  d i s t a n c e  from where o u r  people  w e r e .  

Q- Probably sou th  a long  Highway 521. 

A. And I b e l i e v e  o u r  team moved i n  t h a t  d i r e c t i o n  
t h i n k i n g  t h e r e  was some a c t i o n  t h e r e  t h a t  t h e y  cou ld  s c o u t  
o u t  a l i t t l e  b e t t e r  w i t h  low s h i p s ,  t h e  LOH t h a t  we had,  and 
as they  moved i n  t h a t  d i r e c t i o n ,  t h e n  they  came a c r o s s  t h e  
bod ie s .  Th i s  i s  probably why I t i e  i n  t h e  gunships  w i th  t h e  
bodies  t h a t  w e  saw. And a s  soon as--we g o t  a t r a n s m i s s i o n ,  
it s a i d  t o  c a l l  up and l e t  them know up t h e r e  a t  Task Force 
Barker ,  t o  l e t  them know t h a t  w e  h a d n ' t  seen  anyth ing  and 
aga in  emphasize t h a t  t h e r e  w e r e  j u s t  women and c h i l d r e n  coming 
o u t  of t h e  v i l l a g e  a t  which t ime I d i d ,  w e  d i d  te lephone .  

Q. So t h a t  a f t e r  you g o t  a r e p o r t  of t h e  gunships 
making t h e  gun run  on some r e f u g e e s ,  o l d  men, women, and c h i l -  
d r e n ,  you c a l l e d  up Task Force Barker and warned them tha t - -  

A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Well,  we adv i sed  them t h a t  a l l  w e  
had seen coming o u t  was o l d  women and we'd s e e n ,  I d o n ' t  
know a t  t h i s  t i m e  whether o r  not--and I b e l i e v e  Captain  MOE 
made t h e  c a l l .  

Q. Who? 
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A. Captain  MOE, t h e  s h i p ' s  o f f i c e r .  And I ' m  n o t  s u r e  
j u s t  a l l  t h a t  w a s  s a i d .  

Q- Do you remember t h e  t r a n s m i s s i o n  t h a t  came t o  you 
through which you l e a r n e d  of t h i s ,  j u s t  how it went ,  what 
w a s  s a i d ?  

A. I couldn ' t - -something l i k e ,  "The Sharks  a r e  s h o o t i n g  
down h e r e  on t h e  highway, ove r  h e r e .  " And, "Skee te r .  why don' t 
you move t h a t  way?" But t h e n  as f a r  as--and when they  s a w  
t h e  bodies  I remember them say ing ,  "We have a l o t  of bod ie s ,  
a l o t  of dead Vietnamese. 

Q- Do you remember who was making t h e  t r ansmis s ion?  

A. I c o u l d n ' t  s a y ,  s i r .  Most of  t h e  t i m e  a f t e r  w e  
g o t  t o  an operat ion--of  course  you d o n ' t  use  names and i t ' s  
j u s t  vo i ce  recogni t ion--and I would recognize  more by "h igh , "  
"low," " l e a d "  r a t h e r  t han  by name. Of course  I had on ly  
been a t  t h e  u n i t ,  w e l l  a c t u a l l y  working wi th  them about  10  
days  a t  t h a t  t i m e .  

Q. You d i d n ' t  know t h e  vo ices  y e t ,  I t a k e  i t ?  

A. No, I c o u l d n ' t  a t  t h a t  p o i n t .  

Q- Sergeant  KUBERT, l e t  me r ead  you p a r t  of  a state ­
ment g iven  by Capta in  LIVINGSTON t o  Are you a C I D  agent .  
acqua in ted  w i t h  Captain  LIVINGSTON? 

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q- H e ' s  speak ing  of  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  o p e r a t i o n ,  of 
cou r se ,  g iven  t o  it by t h e  aero-scout  company. H e  s a i d ,  "I 
was. f l y i n g  a s  a cove r ing  s h i p  f o r  M r .  THOMPSON who was i n  an 
OH-23 h e l i c o p t e r ,  I was f l y i n g  about  1 0 0  f e e t  above him and 
t o  t h e  s i d e .  A s  t h e  t r o o p s  s t a r t e d  i n t o  t h e  v i l l a g e ,  t h e r e  
was a group of about  5 0  Vietnamese t h a t  s t a r t e d  o u t  of  t h e  
v i l l a g e  on a t r a i l  which i s  t o  t h e  southwest  o f  t h e  v i l l a g e  
and made it t o  t h e  main road.  I could  no t  h e a r  t h e  o t h e r  
r a d i o  t r a n s m i s s i o n s  as we w e r e  on ano the r  f requency.  But 
o u r  e n t i r e  gunship team w a s  s u r p r i s e d  when t h e  o t h e r  gunsh ips ,  
Sharks ,  made a  gun run  down t h e  road and s h o t  t h i s  group.  
A f t e r  t h e  gun run M r .  THOMPSON was i n s t r u c t e d  t o  go down and 
look f o r  weapons. H e  went down and checked t h e  bod ie s  and 
then  communicated o v e r  h i s  r a d i o  t h a t  he h a d n ' t  seen  any 
weapons." Does t h i s  appear  t o  be t h e  same i n c i d e n t  t h a t  you 
w e r e  t a l k i n g  about?  
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A. I b e l i e v e  s o ,  yes .  Again, t h e r e  was a c t u a l l y  t h r e e  
and f o u r  working f r equenc ie s  t h a t  morning. I was on our  f r e ­
quency. They had a  f requency f o r  t h e  o p e r a t i o n ,  and t h e  1 1 t h  
Brigade gunships  would have ano the r  f requency.  And we gene­
r a l l y  r a n  w i t h  two f r e q u e n c i e s ,  t h e  l e a d  s h i p  on a frequency 
w i t h  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  and t h e  h igh  s h i p s  and t h e  LOH-23 on o u r  
f requency.  So I would g e t  t h e  t r a n s m i s s i o n ,  w e l l  some t r a n s ­
miss ion from t h e  LOH and t h e  h igh  gunsh ip ,  b u t  n o t  always. 
Of course  t hey  had UHF t o  t a l k  back and f o r t h  between s h i p s  
which they  g e n e r a l l y  used e s p e c i a l l y  i n  an o p e r a t i o n  l i k e  
t h i s .  

9- We've had some tes t imony t h a t  M r .  THOMPSON g o t  ve ry  
angry and ve ry  worked up about  s e e i n g  a l l  t h e  o l d  men, women, 
and c h i l d r e n  k i l l e d .  He was doing a  g r e a t  d e a l  of  t a l k i n g .  
Who would normal ly  have hea rd  t h i s  c h a t t e r  you were speaking 
of? 

A. Normally it would be t h e  gunsh ip ,  one gunship team 
and me on my r a d i o  and--but I c a n ' t  recal l  h e a r i n g  a l l  t h i s  
o v e r  t h e  r a d i o .  I remember it i n  t h e  van when they  came 
back.  W e  seni: o u t  a team t o  r e p l a c e  them and when they  came 
back t h e y  w e r e  ve ry  upse t .  

Q- L e t ' s  move t o  t h a t  p o i n t  now, u n l e s s  you have some 
q u e s t i o n s ,  Colonel  FRANKLIN? 

COL FRANKLIN: Y e s ,  s ir .  

How about going o v e r  t h o s e  r a d i o s  aga in .  How many 
r a d i o s  d i d  you have i n  your van? 

A. A t  t h a t  t ime I had two FM. 

Q. Okay, you had two FM r a d i o s  i n  t h e  van. What were 
t hey  s e t  on? 

A. W e l l ,  one on o u r  f requency .  

Q- What's your  f requency,  t h e  company frequency? 

A. Company frequency . 
Q. T h a t ' s  one on t h e  company frequency.  What w a s  t h e  
o t h e r  one on? 

A. And t h e  o t h e r  one w a s  v a r i a b l e ,  w e  cou ld  have it on 
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Task Force Barker  o r  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  o u t  t h e r e ,  I ' m  n o t  s u r e .  
I ' m  n o t  even s u r e  it w a s  o p e r a t i o n a l  t h a t  day. 

Q - You d o n ' t  r e c a l l  i f  t h a t  r a d i o  was working? 

Q *  . J u s t  t o  h e l p  you r e f r e s h  your memory, t h e  LOH w a s  
t a l k i n g  on FM t o  t h e  low gun. The low gun w a s  t a l k i n g  on UHF 
t o  t h e  h igh  gun, and t h e  h igh  gun was on your company push,  
t h e  one r a d i o  you had i n  your van working. Now do you recall  
a t  any t i m e  on t h i s  r a d i o  h e a r i n g  somebody t a l k i n g  about  
k i l l i n g  o r  bodies  o r  a l o t  of  b lood,  any th ing  of t h i s  n a t u r e ,  
any t ime on t h i s  r a d i o ?  . 

A. Y e s ,  t h e  bod ie s - - l i ke  I s a i d  b e f o r e ,  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  
t h e  Sharks had opened up, t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t hey  s a w  bod ie s ,  b u t  
I was confused,  I s t i l l  a m  as t o  where o u r  people  w e r e  i n  
r e l a t i o n  to-- 

Q. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  W e l l  you d o n ' t  r e a l l y  have t o  know. 
Now go through t h a t  Shark r o u t i n e  aga in  and what happened, t h e  
Sharks w e r e  f i r i n g ,  i s  t h i s  c o r r e c t ?  

A. Y e s ,  t hey  made a  pas s .  

Q. How would you know t h i s  i n  t h e  van? 

A. ' Well, i f  Sharks w e r e  opening up, t h e  Sharks  w e r e  
f i r i n g .  

Q - Well how do you know t h i s ,  y o u ' r e  i n  t h e  van,  t h e  
Sharks are 10 m i l e s  away from you.? 

A. W e l l ,  t h e  on ly  ;ay would be whoever ' s  on my f r e -  
quency saying-- 

Q. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Okay t h i s  i s  t h e  h igh  gun, some­
body says  o v e r  t h e  r a d i o , ,  "The Sharks  are f i r i n g .  " I mean, 
t h i n k  now. 

A. I t  d i d n ' t  sound--I d o n ' t  remember anyth ing  t h a t  
sounded p e r t u r b e d  on t h e  r ad io .  I t  w a s  more of  a l e v e l  
headed,  "The Sharks  a r e  f i r i n g . "  Kind of  a s t a t e m e n t  of f a c t .  

Q. Okay, f i n e ,  go on. 
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A. Not t h a t  I can remember. And then  t h e y  moved o v e r ,  
I remember t h a t ,  t hey  were r eques t ed  t o  move o v e r ,  as I s a i d  
e a r l i e r .  To me t h a t  meant going q u i t e  a d i s t a n c e .  

9- Who reques t ed  them t o  move over?  

A. Well ,  I d i d n ' t  h e a r  t h a t .  What I hea rd  was t e l l i n g  
t h e  LOH t o  move e i t h e r .  n o r t h  o r  sou th  t o  do t h i s  recon.  

Q- You heard  t h a t  on t h e  r a d i o ?  

A. I b e l i e v e  I s a i d  t h a t  e a r l i e r ,  t h a t  I d i d .  

Q. The o t h e r  tes t imony t h a t  we have i s  t h a t  t h e  LOH 
could  n o t  t a l k  t o  t h e  h igh  gun. But you r e c a l l  t h a t  it was? 
I mean t h a t ' s  p o s s i b l e .  

A. I d i d n ' t  remember any t r o u b l e  w i th  t h e  r a d i o .  

Q. W e l l  see t h e  LOH w a s  t a l k i n g  t o  t h e  low gun, on ly  
one r a d i o  was working i n  t h e  LOH. They were t a l k i n g  t o  t h e  
low gun, t h e y ' i  have t o  t a l k  t o  a low gun. But t h e  low gun 
w a s  t a l k i n g  t o  t h e  h igh  gun was on U H F ,  n o t  t h e  FM, because 
t h e  one FM se t  i n  t h e  h i g h . g u n  w a s  on t h e  r a d i o  you were 
l i s t e n i n g  t o ,  which w a s  a d i f f e r e n t  push now t h a t  t h e  LOH w a s  
on. 

A. I could  have heard  t h a t  ove r  t h e  o t h e r  r a d i o .  

Q. You could  have hea rd  t h a t  ove r  t h e  o t h e r  r a d i o ,  
t h a t ' s  r i g h t .  You could have t u r n e d  your o t h e r  r a d i o  on. 

A. On t o  t h e  o p e r a t i o n a l  f requency.  

Q. What o t h e r  f requency? 

A. Tha t  was normal procedure  u n l e s s  something came 
UP 
 

Q. That  would be t h e  f requency between t h e  LOH and t h e  
low gunship? 

A. W e l l ,  I ' d  have had t h a t  on,  t h e  LOH and t h e  gun­
s h i p ,  t h e  LOH always s t a y e d  on my frequency,  my main r a d i o .  
The secondary r a d i o ,  I would t u r n  t o  t h e  o p e r a t i o n a l  £re ­
quency . 
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Q. W e l l ,  what do you mean when you s a y  o p e r a t i o n a l  
f requency? 

A. The f requency of t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  o p e r a t i o n .  They 
had a s p e c i f i c e  a i r  t o  ground--air  f requency f o r  t h e  s h i p s  t o  
use .. 
Q. .You say  t h e  LOH always s t a y e d  on your  f requency ,  
you w e r e  always on t h e  L O H ' s  f requency? 

A. W e l l ,  I won ' t  s ay  always. 

Q. The LOH i s  always on t h e  company frequency.  

A. R igh t ,  t h i s  i s  s t a n d a r d  procedure .  

Q. What d i d  t hey  say  now, when they  went ove r  t h e r e  
where t h e  Sharks had been f i r i n g ,  what d i d  somebody say?  

A. They came o v e r  and they  r e p o r t e d  a l o t  of  bod ie s ,  
no weapons whatsoever.  

Q. What w a s  your impress ion of b o d i e s ,  d i d  t hey  -­
A. The impress ion  t h a t  I g o t  was l i k e  100 bod ie s ,  q u i t e  
a few bodies .  

Q. VC, enemy? 

A. From o u r  peop le ,  no. 

Q. What w a s  t h e  impress ion you g o t ?  

A. Women and c h i l d r e n .  
  

Q- Oh, wonen and c h i l d r e n ' s  bodies?  
  

A. And o l d  men. 
 

Q =  And o l d  men? 
 

A. Right .  

Q. And t h e y  t o l d  you t h i s ,  you heard  t h i s  o v e r  the  
r a d i o  on t h e  company n e t ,  o r  one of  t h e  two n e t s  t h a t  you 
were moni tor ing? 
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A. That  had t o  come -- u n l e s s ,  w e l l ,  u n l e s s ,  l i k e  I 
s a y ,  t h i s  h a s  been s o  long ,  u n l e s s  I confused what w a s  s a i d  
l a t e r  i n  t h e  van w i t h  what went on i n  t h e  n e t .  

Q. Okay, b u t  you r e c a l l  t h a t  about  100 bod ie s  of 
women, o l d  men, and c h i l d r e n .  

A. The f i r s t  impress ion  was a t  leas t  t h a t ,  and t h i s  
I ' m  s u r e  came l a t e r  a f t e r  t a l k i n g  i n  t h e  van. MY impress ion 
w a s  a t  leas t  100 i f  n o t  150 t o  200. 

Q- Now d i d  anyone e v e r  say  on t h e  r a d i o  a t  any t ime ,  
t h a t  t h e  Sharks  had s h o t  i nnocen t  people?  

A. I keep t h i n k i n g  t h a t  I hea rd  it on t h e  r a d i o ,  be­
cause  of t h e  f a c t  t h a t  we were t o  n o t i f y  Task Force Barker 
of  t h i s ,  and by t h e  t i m e  t hey  came back,  it would have been 
t o o  l a t e  f o r  us  t o  n o t i f y  Task Force Barker  t o  p u l l ,  t o  t a k e  
t h e  gunships  o u t .  

Q- Oh, t h a t  was t h e  reason  you were supposed t o  c a l l  
Task Force Barker ,  t o  t e l l  them about  t h e  c i v i l i a n s  t h a t  
t h e s e  r e fugees  -­

A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  R i g h t .  

Q. Because t h e  Sharks were s h o o t i n g  them, i s  t h i s  
c o r r e c t ?  

A. This  was my impress ion ,  what I r e c e i v e d ,  t h a t  t hey  
wanted them o u t  of  t h e  a r e a .  

MR WEST: And they  were be ing  c o n t r o l l e d  by Task Force Barker ,  
I t a k e  i t ?  

A. W e l l  t h ey  were be ing  c o n t r o l l e d  o t h e r  t h a n  by us.  
W e  had t o  go to--we were working wi th  Task Force  Barker.  

Q. So t h a t  w a s  t h e  channel  you 'd  normally go through 
t o  g e t  t h i s  done? 

A. Right .  

COL FRANKLIN: You say  t h e  p rev ious  r a d i o  t r a n s m i s s i o n  was 
ve ry  m a t t e r  of f a c t .  Was t h i s  t r a n s m i s s i o n  a l i t t l e  more 
u rgen t  o r  e x c i t e d ?  

A. This  one w a s  -- aga in  t o  be very  t r u t h f u l  I c a n ' t  
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remember any of  o u r  people  r e a l l y  -- urgency,  y e s ,  I could  
t e l l  on t h e  r a d i o ,  b u t  n o t  h y s t e r i c a l .  

Q. No, I d i d n ' t  say h y s t e r i c a l .  

A.. This i s  what I ' m  s ay ing  -- n o t ,  w e l l ,  t h e  whole 
t ime I can never  remember anybody r e a l l y  y e l l i n g  o r  r a i s i n g  
t h e i r  vo i ce  t h a t  much -- concern,  y e s ,  o r  urgency,  y e s ,  I 
could say  t h a t .  

Q. When M r .  THOMPSON reques t ed  t h i s  s l i c k ,  what happen­
ed ,  he c a l l e d  you t o  r e q u e s t  a s l i c k ?  

A. Genera l ly  they come up t o  t h e  van o r  t h e  crew c h i e f s  
a t  which t i m e  I r e q u e s t  -- o r  e l s e  they have t h e  r a d i o  on t h e  
pad and. I c a l l  up and say  we need a s l i c k .  

Q 	 You w e r e  a SP4 t hen?  

Q. You had t h e  a u t h o r i t y  -- t h i s  is  very  unusua l ,  t h i s  
is a l i f t  s l i c k  t h a t ' s  used t o  l i f t  Animals, r i g h t ?  And you 
had t h e  a u t h o r i t y  as a SP5 t o  d i s p a t c h  t h a t  s l i c k ,  t o  
  
evacua te  c i v i l i a n s  ? 
 

A. Captain  MOE w a s  i n  t h e  van . a l s o .  

Q - How about  Major WATKE? 

A. Major WATKE was i n  t h e  van a l s o .  

. 	 Q. W a s  Major WATKE h e r e  and he agreed  t o  send  t h e  
  
s l i c k ,  t h e n ,  t o  go p i ck  up t h e  c i v i l i a n s ?  
  

A. I c o u l d n ' t  say on t h a t .  That  p a r t  is  r e a l  hazy,  
whether I l e f t  t h e  van t o '  do an e r r a n d  o r  what happened, I 'm 
r e a l  hazy on t h a t .  

Q. Okay j u s t  t o  ask you a g e n e r a l  q u e s t i o n .  O v e r a l l ,  
what was your  impress ion ,  on o u t  t h e r e ?  You'd on ly  been i n  
t h i s  o u t f i t  a s h o r t  t i m e .  You probably h a d n ' t  had much ex­
p e r i ence  w i t h  combat a c t i o n .  What d i d  you t h i n k  was happen­
i n g  from what you could  hea r  on t h e  r ad io?  What impress ion  
of t h e  b a t t l e  d i d  you have? 

A. From o u r  peop le ,  t h e r e  r e a l l y  w a s n ' t  much of  a 
' b a t t l e  go ing  on. The r e p o r t s  were, "no movement h e r e , "  
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" q u i e t  h e r e , "  " they  d i d n ' t  g e t  s n i p e r  f i r e . "  Q u i e t ,  r e l ­
a t i v e l y  f o r  such a b i g  o p e r a t i o n .  

Q. I ' l l  r eph rase  t h a t .  What w a s  your impress ion as 
t o  what was going on as f a r  a s  c i v i l i a n s  o r  innocents  o r  
women and. c h i l d r e n  were concerned? 

A. On t h i s  p o i n t ,  j u s t  what I ' v e  a l r e a d y  s t a t e d  as f a r  
as Sharks moving i n  and t h e  bodies  be ing  found and no weapons 
whatsoever and a sk ing  t o  c a l l  them o u t  and I thought  -- my 
v i s i o n  i s  of  a haystack- type a f f a i r  w i th  bodies  s t rewn and 
I a c t u a l l y  p i c t u r e d  bodies  s t rewn a l l  over .  I w a s n ' t  o u t  
the ' re ,  b u t  t h i s  was t h e  impress ion I g o t  from then  and l a t e r .  

Q Did Major WATKE h e a r  t h a t  t r ansmis s ion?  

A. Y e s ,  e i t h e r  Major WATKE o r  Captain  MOE w e r e  always 
i n  t h e  van because I was new. I t  was r e a l l y  o u r  f i r s t  b i g  ; 

o p e r a t i o n  wi th  some o t h e r  u n i t ,  where we were moving i n  t o  
suppor t ,  had a c o r r e l a t i o n  wi th  ano the r  u n i t ,  where w e  w e r e n ' t  
o u t  on ou r  own. 

Q. When t h i s  s l i c k  was r e q u e s t e d ,  t h i s  i s  unusual .  Do 
you r e c a l l  ano the r  t ime when one of  your l i f t  s h i p s  f o r  t h e  
Animals w a s  r eques t ed  t o  l i f t  o u t  c i v i l i a n s ?  Do you e v e r  \ 

r e c a l l  a t ime t h a t  w a s  done, on a t a c t i c a l  mi s s ion ,  whi le  t h e  
company w a s  engaged on a t a c t i c a l  o p e r a t i o n ?  

A. W e  had s e v e r a l '  r e q u e s t . f o r  a i r l i f t i n g  of  Vietnamese 
c i v i l i a n s .  

Q - During a t a c t i c a l  o p e r a t i o n ?  

A. W e l l ,  n o t  of t h e  magnitude w e  w e r e  i n  h e r e  al though-­

Q - ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Was t h i s  an unusual  r e q u e s t ,  l e t 's 
p u t  t h a t  way. 

A. Y e s ,  i n  r e t r o s p e c t ,  looking  back o v e r  t h e  yea r  
t h a t  I s p e n t  t h e r e .  Yes, it was unusua l ,  e s p e c i a l l y  coming 
from one o f  ou r  own p i l o t s .  

Q When he r eques t ed  t h i s ,  d i d  he g i v e  any reason  
why he was r e q u e s t i n g  o t h e r  than  j u s t  t o  evacua te  c i v i l i a n s ?  
T h a t ' s  n o t  a very  good reason .  I mean, why d i d n ' t  he j u s t  
l e a v e  them t h e r e ,  t h e r e  w a s  no enemy a c t i o n  going on? Did 
he e l a b o r a t e ?  What was t h e  impress ion i n  your mind as  t o  
why he wanted t o  evacua te  t hose  c i v i l i a n s ?  
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A. Thi s  i s  r e a l  hazy wi th  me. I d i d n ' t  know e x a c t l y  
what had gone on u n t i l  about  a  day l a t e r ,  what had a c t u a l l y  
happened o r  was r e p o r t e d  l a t e r  a s  t o  what happened, 

Q- You d o n ' t  r e c a l l  from t h e  r a d i o  t r a n s m i s s i o n ?  

A. No. 

Q. You're n o t  r e a l l y  s u r e ,  a s  you s a i d ,  what was s a i d  
on t h e  r a d i o  and what you heard  l a t e r  on. A r e  you s u r e  t h a t  
you d i d  h e a r  what you s a y  about  t h e  d i t c h e s  o r  bod ie s?  

A. Yes. 

MR WEST: . I ' m  n o t  e n t i r e l y  c l e a r  as t o  t h e  body count  you 
mentioned. You mentioned a f i g u r e  of something l i k e  a t  
l e a s t  100. Are you r e f e r r i n g  t o  bod ie s  a long  t h e  highway of  
o l d  men, women, and c h i l d r e n  t h a t  had been taken  under f i r e  
by t h e  Sharks?  

A. W e l l ,  t h i s  a g a i n ,  i s  an impress ion from what I g o t  
and t h i s  w a s  an impress ion  t h a t  t h e  p i l o t  s a i d  he  came o v e r  
and saw a t  l e a s t  1 0 0  b o d i e s ,  and t h i s  came from t h e  van,  n o t  
a r a d i o  t r ansmis s ion .  He came over  a d i k e  and t h e r e  t hey  
w e r e .  And s o  i n  my mind I p u t  them a l l  t o g e t h e r  i n  one p l a c e .  
I t  could be t h a t  it was sp read  o u t  over  a  much l a r g e r  d i -  
s t a n c e .  

Q- But you t h i n k  t h i s  w a s  from t h e  s t a t e m e n t  made i n  
t h e  van l a t e r  and n o t  -­
A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Yes, it w a s n ' t  on t h e  r a d i o .  

a .  Could it p o s s i b l y  r e f e r  t o  something seen  i n  My 
L a i  ( 4 )  r a t h e r  t han  on t h e  highway? 

A. I c o u l d n ' t  answer t h a t  a t  a l l .  I t ' d  j u s t  be p u r e l y  
s p e c u l a t i o n .  

Q- I ask you t h i s  because o u r  i n fo rma t ion  up t o  t h i s  
t i m e  does n o t  i n d i c a t e  t h a t  anywhere n e a r  t h a t  many people  
were k i l l e d  on t h e  highway. 

A. W e l l ,  l a t e r  t h e  G2 came down f o r  a  b r i e f i n g  and 
they  s a i d  a t o t a l  of  120 i n  t h e  town and aga in  I remember 
t h i s  because w e  had ano the r  l i t t l e  ou tbreak  -- a  p i l o t  made 
a  remark, "You mean t h o s e  women and c h i l d r e n ? "  And Major 
WATKE s t epped  up a t  t h a t  t i m e  and s a i d ,  "We've f i n i s h e d  w i t h  
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t h a t ,  w e ' r e  going t o  s t a r t  ove r  aga in ,  more o r  l e s s . "  

Q- Okay, l e t ' s  go back t o  t h e  t ime when M r .  THOMPSON 
and M r .  BAKER came i n t o  t h e  van. You and Major WATKE were 
p r e s e n t .  W a s  Capta in  MOE t h e r e ?  

A. I b e l i e v e  so .  

Q. Would you t e l l  u s  j u s t  what was s a i d  a t  t h a t  t ime? 

A. P r e t t y  much what we've a l r e a d y  covered,  t h a t  t hey  
had seen  bod ie s  and then  t h e y  were very u p s e t ,  c l o s e  t o  
be ing  p h y s i c a l l y  u p s e t  a t  t h i s  t i m e  from t h e i r  r e a c t i o n s .  

Q. Were t h e y  t a l k i n g  about  t h e  Sharks shoo t ing  people  
o r  were t h e y  t a l k i n g  about  t h e  i n f a n t r y  i n  t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

A. My impress ion  was t h a t  t h e y  were t a l k i n g  about 
what t hey  saw on t h e  road o r  away from t h e  v i l l a g e .  The 
v i l l a g e  i t s e l f  w a s n ' t  mentioned t h a t  much. 

Q. PI-ezse t e l l  us  e v e r y t h i n g  you can remember, t h a t  
you heard?  

A. I remember bo th  ' M r .  THOMPSON and M r .  -- e s p e c i a l l y  
M r .  THOMPSON, s a y i n g  t h a t  t hey  had seen  a  l o t  of  k i l l i n g  and 
it was n e e d l e s s  k i l l i n g .  They were u p s e t  t h a t  t hey  had r e ­
p o r t e d  what t hey  had seen ,  t h a t  t h e y  had r e p o r t e d  women and 
c h i l d r e n  and t h e n ,  when they  came back i n  t h e  a r e a ,  they  
found t h a t  t h e s e  same people  t h a t  had pas sed  ove r  were dead.  
Then M r .  THOMPSON s a i d  he wanted t o  l e t  somebody know t h a t  
t h i s  w a s  wrong. And t h e n  he and Major WATKE l e f t  t h e  van,  
were going up t o  t a l k .  

Q. Did Major WATKE say  an th ing  i n  response  t o  what 
M r .  THOMPSON s a i d ?  

A. I c a n ' t  remember anyth ing  d i s t i n c t i v e .  

Q. Did M r .  THOMPSON say  anyth ing  about  marking wounded 
w i t h  smoke? 

A. I d o n ' t  remember t h a t ,  e i t h e r .  

Q. Was any th ing  s a i d  about  a d i t c h  wi th  Vietnamese 
people  t h a t  had been s h o t  i n  i t ?  

A. Y e s ,  t h i s  was i n  r e f e r e n c e  t o  c r o s s i n g  ove r  t h e  
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d i k e ,  a d i t c h ,  paddies .  

Q- When you spoke e a r l i e r  about  coming a c r o s s  a d i k e ,  
over  a  d i k e  and t h e r e  it w a s ,  i s  t h a t  where t hey  were? Was 
t h e r e  mention of  a d i t c h ?  

A. ' Y e s ,  a t  t h a t  t ime I had thought  more of  l i k e  a 
' d i t c h ,  o r  a  road and a  d i t c h  t y p e  of  t h i n g .  

Q. Well,  d i d  you unders tand  t h e r e  w e r e  bod ie s  i n  a 
. . d i t c h ?  

A. Right .  The word d i t c h  and t h a t  t h e  bod ie s  w e r e  i n  
t h e  d i t c h ,  yes .  

Q- It  would be very  h e l p f u l  i f  you could  t h i n k  hard 
and t r y  t o  t h i n k  of  any o t h e r  l i t t l e  d e t a i l s  a t  t h a t  t i m e ,  
f o r  example i f  t h e y  s a w  anyone a t  t h e  d i t c h ,  o r  t h e y  d i d  
anyth ing  a t  t h e  d i t c h ?  

A. No, when I w a s  p r e s e n t ,  du r ing  t h e s e  t a l k s ,  aga in  
a l o t  w a s  go ing  on and I was i n  and o u t .  I n  my presence  
t h e r e  was no th ing  mentioned a s  f a r  a s  t h e  i n f a n t r y ,  o r  t h e  
people  sweeping t h e  v i l l a g e ,  o r  any th ing  l i k e  t h a t .  And my 
impress ion of  t h e  whole t h i n g  was t h a t  t h e  gunships  had 
made t h e  p a s s .  And as f a r  as any o t h e r  movement o r  any -­
I d o n ' t  remember anyth ing  a t  a l l ,  s a i d  about  t h a t .  

Q- ~ l lr i g h t ,  what happened then?  

A. You mean a f t e r  Major WATKE -­
Q. W e l l ,  as I remember you s a i d  Major WATKE went o f f  
somewhere. 

A. With M r .  THOMPSON, t h e y  were going i n t o  t h e  TOC. 
Task Force Barker ,  a t  LZ D o t t i e .  

a. That  w a s  c l o s e  by? 

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  I t  w a s  abou t ,  probably 300 ya rds .  

\ 
Q- What n e x t  do you remember t h a t  concerned t h i s  ma t t e r ?  

. The n e x t  t h i n g  t h a t  happened? 

A. The n e x t  one w a s  when t h e  G 2  came down, w e  had o u r  
b r i e f i n g. 
Q- Can you f i x  t h e  t i m e  of t h i s ?  
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A,  Between 5 days and a week a f t e r  t h i s .  

Q- Can you t e l l  us  what was s a i d  a t  t h a t  time? 

A. That was t h e  b r i e f i n g  by the  G 2  o f f i c e ,  one of h i s  
s t a f f ,  and they repor ted  120 CD, c i v i l  defendants  were k i l l e d  
a t  My Lai.  And t h a t  was when our  p i l o t ,  t h e r e  was a company 
meeting and I d o n ' t  remember who it was s a i d ,  "Oh, you mean 
those c i v i l i a n s ? "  And t h a t ' s  when -- t h e r e  were s e v e r a l  
comments made. The man who was b r i e f i n g  s a i d ,  w e l l ,  t h a t  
they were known c i v i l  defendants ,  had worked f o r  the  VC. 
And then  another  comment was made, "They d i d n ' t  look 
l i k e  they could do much t o  us ."  And Major WATKE stepped fo r ­
ward, and s a i d ,  " L e t ' s  no t  have any more of t h a t .  I t ' s  an 
o l d  horse ,  we've a l ready done what we can as  f a r  a s  these  
people a r e  concerned." 

Q Some people i n  t h e  company were heckl ing t h e  b r i e f ­
e r  and Major WATKE stepped i n  and stopped them?. 

A. Right.  

Q. When you say the  G2, do you remember who was doing
the  b r i e f i n g  f o r  G2? 

A. There was a SP4 and a  l i e u t e n a n t ,  bu t  I c a n ' t  
remember t h e i r  names. 

Q. Were they from d i v i s i o n ,  br igade?  

A. They were from t h e  d i v i s i o n  TOC. 

Q • Do you remember t h e  G 2 ' s  name? 

A. Not a t  t h a t  t ime,  sir.  

Q But it wasn ' t  t he  G2 himself?  

A. No, it wasn ' t  t h e  G 2  himself .  

Q Do you remember hear ing  anything e l s e  about t h i s  
p a r t i c u l a r  i n c i d e n t  a t  My Lai  a f t e r  the  G 2  b r i e f i n g ?  For 
example, what t h e  t a l k  was t h a t  you heard i n  t h e  company? 

A .  Well, it wasn ' t  brought up very o f t e n  and as  f a r  
a s  the  i n c i d e n t  i t s e l f ,  it was hashed o u t  r e a l l y  before t h e  
G2 b r i e f i n g .  The same genera l  impression t h a t  I ' v e  t o l d  you 
today, t h a t  I heard then  about the  c h i l d r e n  i n  t h e  cave o r  
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whatever it w a s ,  h o l e  i n  t h e  ground, and M r .  THOMPSON 
coming down and b r i n g i n g  them t o  s a f e t y .  I thought  t h a t  he 
had s h u t t l e d  them. 

Q Did you h e a r  t h e  s t o r y  about  h i s - t a k i n g  t h e  ' l i t t l e  
baby i n  h i s  OH-23 and t a k i n g  him t o  t h e  hosp' 1 t a l ?  

A. . W e l l ,  maybe t h i s  is why I thought  he had done it, 
because I remembered t h a t  he had taken  somebody t o  t h e  h o s p i t a l .  

Q. Our tes t imony i s  t h a t  he landed nea r  t h e  d i t c h ,  t h e  
crew g o t  o u t  and picked up a l i t t l e  boy and g o t  i n t o  t h e  
OH-23 and f lew t o  t h e  h o s p i t a l  a t  Quang Ngai. 

A .  . T h a t ' s  probably why I had t h i s  concept ion  t h a t  he  had 
done it. I knew t h a t  he had flown o u t  i n  a--to reques t - ­

Q. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Was t h e r e  much t a l k  around t h e  company 
of any peop le ,  men women and c h i l d r e n ,  t h a t  had been k i l l e d  
i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  by t h e  i n f a n t r y ?  

A.  No, I d i d n ' t  hea r  t h a t  a t  a l l .  A s  a matter o f  f a c t ,  
from t a l k i n g  w i t h ,  I don1t know who, probably t h e  crew c h i e f  
and s o  f o r t h ,  I hea rd  t h a t  t h e  c i t y  w a s  p r e t t y  w e l l  done i n  
by t h e  a r t i l l e r y  e a r l i e r ,  t h a t  everybody had p r e t t y  w e l l  
moved o u t .  The impress ion  t h a t  I had w a s  t h a t  t h e  c i t y  w a s  , 

a c t u a l l y  v a c a n t  p r e t t y  much--right a f t e r  t h e  ba r r age .  

g o  Going back t o  t h e  t i m e  when M r .  BAKER and M r .  THOMPSON 
 
came i n  and bo th  were q u i t e  u p s e t ,  d i d  you remember M r .  
  
THOMPSON t a l k i n g  about  hav ing  seen  a c a p t a i n  s h o o t  a 
 
Vietnamese g i r l ?  
  

A. S t  w a s  a l i e u t e n a n t - - r i n g s  more of  a b e l l .  

Q This probably r e f e r s  t o  ano the r  t y i n g  t h a t  happened
t h a t  morning, Would you t e l l  u s  what you remember h e a r i n g  
about  a l i e u t e n a n t  on t h e  ground? 

A .  Now t h e  two, t o  me, w e r e  t i e d  t o g e t h e r .  The l i e u t n a n t  
was c l o s e  t o  t h e  v i c i n i t y  of t h e  c h i l d r e n  and when M r .  
THOMPSON s topped t h e  a i r c r a f t ,  and asked how he had seen  t h e  
c h i l d r e n  run  i n  t h e r e  o r  x h a t e v e r ,  and asked how, what he was 
going t o  do about  it. The l i e u t e n a n t  s a i d  t h e r e  w a s  on ly  one 
way t o  g e t  t h e  c h i l d r e n  o u t ,  and t h a t  was t o  throw a grenade 
i n  t h e r e .  And t h a t ' s  when M r .  THOMPSON p u l l e d  them o u t .  But 
a long  w i t h  t h a t  t h e r e  was something mentioned about  shoo t ing  
somebody. 
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You mean i n  a s e n s e  t h a t  t h e y  had seen  somebody s h o t ?  

Right .  But I c o u l d n ' t  p l a c e  t h e  t ime  o r  t h e  p l a c e .  

You d o n ' t  remember a c a p t a i n  be ing  mentioned? 

A. No, I d o n ' t .  

Q.  Can you t h i n k  of  any th ing  else, now, concerning t h i s  
i n c i d e n t  t h a t  might h e l p  us?  Anything e l s e  t h a t  happened 
r e l a t e d  t o  t h i s  a f t e r  t h e  G2 b r i e f i n g ?  Were you e v e r  t a l k e d  
t o  by an i n v e s t i g a t i n g  o f f i c e r ?  

A. No, I wasn ' t .  A f t e r  t h e  G2 meeting eve ry th ing  w a s  
q u i e t e d  down and--oh, it was brought  up w i t h i n  t h e  company, 
i f  you w e r e  t a l k i n g  about  something,  b u t  no th ing  formal a f t e r  
t h a t .  I t  was my b e l i e f  t h a t  t h e r e  was a complaint  lodged a t  
t h i s  t i m e ,  and it was be ing  i n v e s t i g a t e d ,  and t h a t ' s  about  ' 

a l l  w e  knew. 

Q. Can you remember what made you t h i n k  t h i s ?  

A. I t h i n k  t h a t  f i r s t  morning, when M r .  THOMPSON and 
Major WATKE went t o  t h e  TOC and M r .  THOMPSON w a s  s ay ing  t h a t  
t h e r e  had t o  be  an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  of t h i s .  

Q Th i s  i s  on t h e  1 6 t h  now. Do you remember anyth ing  t h a  
happened t h e  morning of  t h e  1 8 t h ?  For  example, d i d  you remem­
b e r  s e e i n g  Colonel  HOLLADAY and Major WATKE t o g e t h e r  t h e  morn­
i n g  of  t h e  18 th?  

A. I d o n ' t  remember anyth ing .  I t ' s  a l l  f u sed  i n t o  one d a  

Q. On t h a t  day,  t h e  1 8 t h ,  do you remember whether M r .  
CULVERHOUSE w a s  t h e r e  a t  LZ D o t t i e  and whether  M r .  COLBURN 
was t h e r e ?  

A I c o u l d n ' t  say .  These a r e  names I had f o r g o t t e n .  

COL FRANKLIN: M r .  THOMPSON and M r .  BAKER came i n  t o  t h e  van. 
A r e  you s u r e  i t ' s  BAKER, now? Could it be M r .  MILLIANS? 

A. MILLIANS might have been t h e r e .  

Q- You s a i d  t hey  were a lmost  p h y s i c a l l y  s i c k .  ~ e s c r i b e  
now, g i v e  us an i d e a  what t h e y  looked l i k e  and what t hey  
were s a y i n g  and what your f e e l i n g s  were? How d i d  they  come 
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i n ,  d i d  t h e y  b u r s t  i n t o  t h e  van ,  r e a l l y  mad, t a l k i n g  ex- 
c i t e d l y ,  t h e y ' r e  wh i t e?  Descr ibe  it. 

A. Y e s ,  , t hey  were w h i t e ,  t h e i r  f a c e s  w e r e  d rawn%and 
wh i t e .  They w e r e  ve ry  t e n s e ,  ve ry  angry.  

Angry, emot iona l?  

A. Emotional .  I keep t h i n k i n g  t h a t  I had t o  l e a v e  o r  
something r i g h t  i n  t h e r e ;  I missed a b i g  p o r t i o n  of  it. 

Q. Did you e v e r  have a f e e l i n g  of  want ing t o  s t a y  and 
l i s t e n  t o  t h i s ?  

A, Oh, y e s ,  b u t  a g a i n ,  I c a n ' t  p l a c e  j u s t  what d i d  hap- 
pen as f a r  as when I l e f t .  But I remember them coming i n  
and a l l .  I ' l l  never  f o r g e t  it, because of  t h e  emot iona l  -­
Q - Because .of t h e i r  emotion? . 

A. Right .  

a .  Well,  y o u ' r e  a s h a r p  s o l d i e r ,  KUBERT, y o u ' r e  an honor 
g radua te  of t h e  7 t h  Army NCO Academy. Your o p i n i o n  i s  i m ­
p o r t a n t  t o  u s .  Did you b e l i e v e  them, what t h e y  s a i d ?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  
  


Q- Why d i d  you b e l i e v e  them? 
 


A. The whole f e e l i n g - - i t  w a s n ' t  j u s t  one man, it w a s  
t h r e e  o r  f o u r  s a y i n g  t h e  same t h i n g ,  t h e  look ,  t h e  f o r c e  
t h a t  t hey  p u t  o u t  w a s  one of  s e e i n g  something t e r r i b l e .  And 
t h e s e ' a r e  men t h a t  a r e  used t o  s e e i n g  dea th .  And f o r  them t o  
be t h a t  shaken.  I t  was j u s t  au tomat ic  f o r  m e  t o  b e l i e v e  t h i s  
had occur red .  

Q - Do you r e c a l l  words l i k e  murder o r  massacre and k i l l i n c  
be ing  used ,  s t r o n g  language? 

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  
  


Q - Which o f  t h o s e  words, i f  any,  do you r e c a l l ?  
  


A. Murder. 

Q. You remember h e a r i n g  t h e  word murder? 

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  
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Q- How w a s  it used,  do you remember by chance? 

A. W e l l ,  i t was used i n  connec t ion  w i t h  more o f  an i n d i -  
v i d u a l  t ype  t h i n g .  They a l s o  s a i d  t h a t  " they" k i l l e d . ,  A t  
t h i s  p o i n t  t h e  Sharks come back,  t h e  Sharks  k i l l e d .  I d o n ' t  
remember i n d i v i d u a l s  k i l l i n g  a s  such ,  it was a group.  

Q- Do you remember i f  it w a s  100,  100 k i l l e d ?  

A. Y e s .  

Q- Was t h i s  a shocking t h i n g  t o  you, i t ' s  your f i r s t  
combat t o u r ?  

A. Y e s ,  it w a s .  

9- Major WAKTE, how d i d  he l ook ,  how d i d  he f e e l ?  I know 
how you f e l t ,  how d i d  he appear  t o  you t o  f e e l ?  

A. W e l l ,  he  appeared t o  me a s  t h e  l e a d e r  a t  t h i s  j u n c t u r e ,  
which he w a s ,  and t r i e d  t o  calm them. And I c a n ' t  remember 
t h e  r ea son ing  t h a t  he used.  D ip loma t i ca l ly  t r y i n g  t o  f i n d  
o u t  what d i d  t r a n s p i r e ,  and then  t h a t  must have been when I 
l e f t ,  because I d o n ' t  remember what was going on.  I remember 
he k ind  of  q u i e t e d  them down, one a t  a t i m e ,  and I e i t h e r  
l e f t  o r  was asked t o  l e a v e ,  I d o n ' t  remember. 

(2- Was t h e r e  a l o t  of t a l k  t h a t  n i g h t  back a t  Chu L a i  
and t h e  n e x t  day o r  s o ,  was t h a t  a common t h i n g  t o  h e a r ,  o r  
w e r e  you busy i n  t h e  van most of t h e  t i m e  and d i d n ' t  have a 
chance t o  see o t h e r  people?  

A. W e l l ,  when I r e t u r n e d  I went i n t o  o p e r a t i o n s  and I 
s t a y e d  t h e r e  u n t i l  midnight  o r  1 o '  c l o c k ,  s o  I s a w  j u s t  
who was i n  t h e  o f f i c e r ' s  a r e a ,  I s a w  most ly  t h e  o f f i c e r s  and 
t h e r e  w a s  a c e r t a i n  amount of t e n s i o n .  Most of  what w a s  go­
i n g  on w a s n ' t  going on i n  t h e  o f f i c e .  

Q- Tension among t h e  o f f i c e r s ,  about  t h i s  i n c i d e n t ?  

A. Y e s ,  t h e y  were nervous o r  s t i l l  emot iona l ly  u p s e t ,  
b u t  aga in  I d i d n ' t  go through t h e i r  b i l l e t s .  I was i n  t h e  
o f f i c e .  

Q. T h i s  l i e u t e n a n t  comes down from G 2  and g i v e s  you a 
b r i e f i n g .  From what I could g a t h e r  t h i s  was a r a t h e r  emo­
t i o n a l  th ing- - the  company commander h a s  t o  g e t  up. I 
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would say  t h e r e  w e r e  some s t r o n g  f e e l i n g s .  Is t h i s  t r u e ?  

A. Y e s .  

Q- Very s t r o n g  f e e l i n g s ?  

A. Y e s .  

Q- Is t h i s  t h e  usua l  t h i n g ,  f o r  t h e  warran t  o f f i c e r s  t o  
make comments o u t  loud--a b r i e f e r - d o w n  and--or was t h i s  
an unusual t h i n g ?  Was your company a d i s c i p l i n e d  company 
o r  d i d  people  pop o f f  a l l  t h e  t i m e  a t  meetings and b r i e f i n g s ?  

A. Not i n  t h a t  s t r a i n ,  no. 
 


Q* Not i n  t h a t  s t r a i n ,  s o  t h i s  was unusual? 
  


A. Y e s .  

Q- Do you t h i n k  your company f e l t  t h i s  deeply ,  n o t  s o  
much deep ly ,  b u t  s t r o n g l y  t h a t  an i n j u s t i c e  had been done? 

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q. Was Major WATKE, when he g o t  up, was he s o r t  of r e p r i ­
manding people ,  o r  w a s  he j u s t  s o r t  of t r y i n g  t o  soothe  and 
calm people? 

A. Again, soo th ing ,  t r y i n g  t o  hold  it down a  l i t t l e  b i t .  
H e  d i d n ' t  reprimand any i n d i v i d u a l .  I t  was j u s t  t h e  group. 

Q. Did you e v e r  h e a r  anybody make a comment i n  anger  o r  
something about Major WATKE and what h i s  a c t i o n s  were i n  
t h i s ?  

A. No, sir. 

Q- Were you s o r t  of s u r p r i s e d  a t  t h i s  meeting y o u r s e l f ,  
when it happened. How many people were t a l k i n g  and say ing ,  
"women and c h i l d r e n ,  " was t h i s  s e v e r a l  people ,  were t h e r e  
murmurs throughout  t h e  room, can you d e s c r i b e  it a l i t t l e  
more? 

A. When he s a i d  t h e r e  was 1 2 0  CD--there was k ind  of  a 
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murmur, -- it had been d i scussed ,  I d i d n ' t  g e t  i n  on much 
of it. And then t h e r e  was, l i k e  I s a i d ,  t h e r e  wasn I t j u s t  
one i n.d iv idua l ,  t h e r e  was four  o r  f i v e  i n d i v i d u a l s  who spoke 
out .  

Q - A l l  o f f i c e r s ?  

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

a*  You mentioned c i v i l  defendants .  Why do you say c i v i l  
defendants ,  and d o n ' t  say VC? 

A. Well, t h i s  i s  what he c a l l e d  them. 

Q. H e  d i d  c a l l  them c i v i l  defendants? 

A. The G 2 ,  t h e  b r i e f e r ,  c a l l e d  them c i v i l  defendants .  

Q. Are you p r e t t y  s u r e  about t h a t ?  This  could be a 
 

p r e t t y  important  p o i n t ,  t h ink  about t h a t  a  while .  
  


A. The terminology, meaning t h a t  they  had a t  one t i m e  
helped t h e  VC ca r ry  food, c l o t h i n g ;  he explained t h e  term 
t o  us .  

. Q He expla ined  it t o  you? He expla ined .  t h a t  some of them 
were women and ch i ld ren?  

A. There was no -- it was l i s t e d  as  c i v i l  defendants  with- 
out  a  breakdown a s  f a r  a s  women and ch i ld ren .  And t h e  ex­
p l a n a t i o n  was t h a t  these  personnel  involved had a t  one t ime 
helped t h e  VC. 

Q. So i n  o t h e r  words, t h i s  b r i e f e r  knew t h e r e  were women 
and c h i l d r e n  t h a t  had been k i l l e d ,  1 2 0 ,  o r  p a r t  of t h i s  120 
were women and ch i ld ren?  

A. Well ,  it could have been, aga in ,  with a l l  t h a t  was 
going on a t  t h e  t ime,  it would be hard f o r  me t o  be l i eve  
t h a t  he d i d n ' t  know t h a t  some of them were women and c h i l d r e n ,  

Q. What do you mean a l l  t h a t  was going on? 

A. Well, Task Force Barker knew about i t ,  123d knew about 
  
i t ,  Colonel HOLLADAY was t h e  a i r  o f f i c e r  f o r  t h e  d i v i s i o n ,  he 
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worked d i r e c t l y  w i th  G2 a i r  o u t  of t h e  main TOC. And 
aga in  t h i s  thought  t h a t  has  been i n  my mind f o r  2 y e a r s ,  
t h a t  t h e r e  w a s  t o  be an i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  

Q. Did t h i s  b r i e f e r  e x p l a i n  c i v i l  de fendan t s  on h i s  own 
o r  d i d  somebody ask him t h e  q u e s t i o n ,  "What's a c i v i l  de- 
f  endant?  " 

A. I b e l i e v e  somebody asked him t o  e x p l a i n .  H e  s a i d  
"120 CD" and somebody s a i d ,  "What's a CD?". ­ And t h e n  he 
exp la ined  what a c i v i l  defendant  w a s .  

Q.  T h i s  s cene ,  t h i s  i n d i v i d u a l  k i l l i n g ,  you j u s t  c a n ' t  
r e c o l l e c t ,  and a g a i n ,  i t ' s  been a  long  t i m e ,  and i t ' s  un­
d e r s t a n d a b l e  why you c a n ' t .  I f  t h i s  had been somebody's 
head g e t t i n g  blown up l i k e  from a r i f l e ,  a  c o l o r e d  ser­
g e a n t ,  does t h a t  r i n g  a b e l l ?  Say a f t e r  s e v e r a l  weeks had 
passed ,  o r  s e v e r a l  months had pas sed ,  do you r e c a l l  Major 
WATKE g e t t i n g  t h e  company t o g e t h e r  and s a y i n g  t h e r e  w a s  
a l o t  of  rumors about  t h i s  going on; t hey  ought  t o  be  
s topped;  i t ' s  be ing  i n v e s t i g a t e d ;  d o n ' t  t a l k  about  it any 
more? 

A. I d o n ' t  remember Major WATKE s a y i n g  t h a t ,  n o t  i n  no 
format ion  o r  p e r s o n a l l y .  

Did you e v e r  t h i n k  about  t h i s  a f t e r  t h i s  i n c i d e n t  here?  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q- What's your  hones t  op in ion ,  d i d  you have t h e  f e e l i n g  
t h i s  t h i n g  w a s  covered up? 

A.  Y e s ,  s ir .  W e l l ,  t h a t ' s  looking  a t  it from now. I f  
t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  h a d n ' t  s t a r t e d ,  a s  f a r  a s  what had hap- 
pened t o  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l s  concerned,  o r  what had happened 
t o  t h e  Sharks  of  t h e  1 1 t h  Br igade ,  I d o n ' t  know i f  we'd 
have l e a r n e d  about  it anyway--if I would have had p e r s o n a l  
knowledge o f  what w a s  going on anyway. But t h e  i n fo rma t ion  
was n o t  p u t  o u t  t h e r e  f o r  t h e  8 months, o r  9 months 
I had remaining,  10 months. J u s t  k ind  of s l i p p e d  o v e r ,  
nobody s a i d  any th ing  more about  it. And w e  d i d n ' t  e v e r  
hear of  anybody b e h g  i n v e s t i g a t e d  about  it o r  t r i e d  f o r  
it. I n  t h a t  c a s e ,  I ' d  have t o  s ay  t h a t  it w a s  covered up. 
C a l l i n g  them c i v i l  de fendan t s  i n  i t s e l f ,  c l a s s i f y i n g  them 
a s  VC h e l p e r s ,  a r b i t r a r i l y ,  i s  a f i r s t  s t a r t  I would imagine. 
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Q - Did you e v e r  have t h e  f e e l i n g  o r  anybody e v e r  have t h e  
f e e l i n g  t h a t  it was be ing  covered up i n  t h e  123d? 

A. I d i d n ' t .  I thought  t h a t  t h e  i n fo rma t ion  had g o t t e n  
o u t .  

Q. Got ten  o u t  and g o t t e n  t o  somebody else h i g h e r  up? 

A. Y e s .  

Q. Did you e v e r  have a thought  about  who might be cover ­
i n g  it up, d i d  t h i s  e v e r  c r o s s  your mind or- ­

A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  I had thought  about  it. I never  thought  
about  t h e  consequences as f a r  as t h e  a c t i o n s  t h a t  should have 
been t aken  a g a i n s t  it, i f  any. 

Q What d i d  t h e  company f e e l  about  M r .  THOMPSON, people  
l i k e  you, t h e  crews? 

A. M r .  THOMPSON was one of ou r  f i n e s t  LOH p i l o t s .  He'd 
s t i c k  h i s  ass o u t  f o r  anybody o r  anyth ing .  That  w a s  t he  
impress ion t h a t  I g o t .  

Q. Was he brave? 

A. H e  w a s ,  yes .  

Q . Calm under p r e s s u r e ?  

A. Y e s ,  s ir ,  a s  much as I knew. 

Q You hea rd  t h e  r a d i o ?  

A.  Right .  I never  heard  anybody--urgency y e s ,  b u t  
b reak ing  o r  c r a c k i n g ,  no, I never  heard  t h a t .  

Q - H e  was t h e  s c o u t ,  he r e p o r t e d  in fo rma t ion .  When he 
r e p o r t e d  something d i d  he exagge ra t e  o r  d i d  he r e p o r t  it 
p r e t t y  s t r a i g h t ?  

A. They a l l  r e p o r t e d  s t r a i g h t .  These were men who--a 
l i t t l e  l a t e r  it developed-- that  had t h e  a u t h o r i t y  t o  c a l l  
i n  on Animals, i n f a n t r y ,  they had t o  make a d e c i s i o n  and 
they  had t o  r e l a y  it back and of course  when t h e  o p e r a t i o n ' s  
a l l  through t h e  CO would make t h e  f i n a l  d e c i s i o n .  But they  
w e r e  t h e  people  on t h e  scene and t h e i r  op in ions  as t o  c i r ­
cumstances w e r e  g e n e r a l l y ,  a lmost  always,  thought  t o  be very  
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conc i se  and complete and accu ra t e .  

Q. I n  o t h e r  words, what I ' m  g e t t i n g  t o ,  when M r .  THOMPSON 
came i n  and had something t o  s a y ,  about  any th ing ,  b u t  p a r t i c ­
u l a r y  something o f  t h i s  s e r i o u s  consequence, was it some­
t h i n g  worth  l i s t e n i n g  t o  and n o t  some half-ba ked guy coming 
i n ?  

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q - I t  w a s  impor t an t  enough t o  look f u r t h e r  i n t o ?  

A. W e l l ,  o f  cou r se ,  t h i s  i s  a f t e r  I worked wi th  him a 
l i t t l e  b i t  l onge r .  A t  t h a t  p o i n t ,  even a t  t h a t  p o i n t  I ' d  
have t o  say  a l l  o f  o u r  p i l o t s  w e r e  ve ry  w e l l  v e r s e d  on what 
was going on and t h e i r  op in ions  d i d  c a r r y  weight .  And as I 
s t a t e d  e a r l i e r ,  t h e  f o r c e  w i t h  which they  came i n t o  t h e  van 
t h a t  morning would t e n d  t o  exagge ra t e  t h i s  f e e l i n g  t h a t  
something had happened, something bad. 

Q. Thank you ve ry  much, Sergeant  KUBERT. 

35R WEST: Going back t o  t h e  t ime i n  t h e  van when M r .  -BAKER 
and M r .  THOMPSON came i n ,  was anyone e l s e  w i t h  them? 

A. Colonel  FRANKLIN r e f r e s h e d  my memory a l i t t l e  b i t .  It 
could have been M r .  MILLIANS, as he was one of  t h e  p i l o t s ,  
b u t  M r .  MILLIANS had an a c c i d e n t  s h o r t l y  t h e r e a f t e r ,  o r  any­
way he was q u i e t  and I d i d n ' t  g e t  t o  know him ve ry  w e l l  and 
I don'  t remember him now. 

Q- How about  M r .  LLOYD? 

L i e u t e n a n t  LLOYD? 
, . 

Q I guess  he  w a s  L i e u t e n a n t  LLOYD a t  t h e  t i m e .  H e  
had come down f r o m  Chu L a i  l a t e  i n  t h e  morning, and accord­
i n g ' t o . h i s  t es t imony he 'came i n  w i t h  THOMPSON. That  may n o t  
have been t h e  same t i m e  t h a t  THOMPSON came i n  w i t h  BAKER, and 
p o s s i b l y  MILLIANS, b u t  he remembers be ing  i n  t h e  van t h e r e  
w i t h  you, Major WATKE, and M r .  THOMPSON t a l k i n g  t o  Major 
WATRE. Do you h a v e a n y  r e c o l l e c t i o n  of  L ieu t enan t  LLOYD be­
i n g  t h e r e ?  H e  w a s  t h e  LOH s e c t i o n  l e a d e r ?  

A. I d o n ' t  remember him a t  t h a t  t i m e .  
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Q. Capta in  MOE w a s  i n  t o  see us and he s a i d  t h a t  he 
remembered a t r a n s m i s s i o n  from Rawhide 6 s a y i n g ,  " I  d o n ' t  
want any unnecessary k i l l i n g  going on." Do you remember 
h e a r i n g  t h i s ?  

A. I b e l i e v e  t h a t  was i n  response t o  o u r  s e r i e s  t h a t  
we made. 

Q To Task Force Barker? 

A. Task Force  Barker.  

Q - Are you a b l e  t o  f i x  t h e .  t i m e  of  t h i s  t r ansmis s ion  
between Task Force  Barker?  

A. I d o n ' t  remember e x a c t l y  when t h e  o p e r a t i o n  s tar t ­
ed. I t  would be about  2 hours- ­

Q. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  The f i r s t  l i f t  h i t  t h e  LZ about  
0730 i n  My L a i  ( 4 ) .  

A. Okay, we w e r e  t h e r e  p r i o r  t o  t h a t - - I ' d  say  i t ' d  
be about  0845 t o  9 o ' c l o c k .  

COLONEL FRANKLIN: L e t ' s  s o r t  of  go back one more t i m e  o v e r  
t h i s  h e a r i n g  Rawhide 6 s ay ing ,  " I  d o n ' t  want any unnecessary 
k i l l i n g  going on."  You knew who Rawhide 6 i s ?  

A. One o f  t h e  commanders. 

Q. Commander of  t h e  1 1 t h  Brigade.  

A. The 11 th .  
  

Q Does t h a t  s o r t  of  s t r i k e  a b e l l ,  do you remember t h a t ?  
  

A. I remember t h a t .  

Q. Rawhide, n o t  Coyote 6 .  

A. That  w a s  Task Force Barker .  

Q. This  i s  extremely impor t an t ,  i f  you can remember. 

A. Y e s ,  I remember t h a t  because t h e r e  was a comment. 
W e  d i d n ' t  l i k e  t o  work w i t h  Rawhide because he t i e d  up t h e  
n e t ,  wanted t o  know eve ry th ing .  W e  p r e f e r r e d  n o t  t o  s t a y  
up wi th  him. I remember, t h a t  r e a l l y  rang  a b e l l  when he 
f i r s t  s a i d  t h a t ,  "Rawhide 6 ,  no unnecessary k i l l i n g .  " 
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Q. And t h i s  would have been about  0845? 

A. I t  might have been j u s t  a l i t t l e  b i t  l a t e r  t h a n  
t h a t .  

Q- About 9 o '  c lock .  

A. Maybe j u s t  a l i t t l e  b i t  a f t e r  0900. 

Q - And you could  have had a r a d i o  t h e n  on what you 
c a l l  t h e  o p e r a t i o n a l  n e t ,  t h a t ' s  t h e  ground f o r c e ?  You 
t h i n k  about  t h a t  l a t e r  on and i f  you have any more though t s  
on t h a t  you r e p o r t  t o  your commanding o f f i c e r  and t e l l  him 
you want t o  t a l k  t o  m e  p e r s o n a l l y  on t h a t .  C a l l  m e  up h e r e .  

MR WEST: This  t r a n s m i s s i o n ,  Rawhide 6 s a i d ,  " I d o n ' t  want 
any unnecessary k i l l i n g . "  You a s s o c i a t e  t h i s  w i t h  Sharks  
and people  a long  t h e  road? 

A. y e s ,  s ir .  ; 

Q. Can you t h i n k  of  any th ing  e l s e  t h a t  w e  h a v e n ' t  
asked you about  t h a t  p o s s i b l y  might h e l p  us i n  o u r  i n q u i r y  
he re?  

A. The on ly  o t h e r  t h i n g  which would be  t h e  a c t i o n  
r e p o r t  I wro te  t h a t  n i g h t ,  i f  i t ' s  s t i l l  a v a i l a b l e .  I t  w a s  
s t a r t e d  i n  a green  l edge r .  When it s t a r t e d  it was j u s t  an  
h i s t o r i c a l  r e p o r t .  Later it developed t h a t  t h e  S3, and 
l a t e r  G2, G2 a i r ,  b a t t a l i o n  commander and everybody want- 
ed it and it t u r n e d  i n t o  an i n c i d e n t  r e p o r t .  

Q - Turned i n t o  what? 

A. An u n o f f i c i a l  i n c i d e n t  r e p o r t ,  I c a l l e d  it an 
a f t e r  a c t i o n  r e p o r t ,  because I w a s n ' t  supposed t o  make an  
i n c i d e n t  r e p o r t  a t  company l e v e l .  I c a n ' t  remember j u s t  
where a l l  t h e  cop ie s  went,  o r  i f  a t  t h i s  t i m e  I s e n t  cop ie s .  
But t h i s  I ' m  s u r e ,  it went t o  t h e  S3 and developed ve ry  
r a p i d l y  t o  t h e  p o i n t  where I w a s  t y p i n g  it, I k e p t  t h e  
crew, c r e w  c h i e f s ,  amount of  ammunition f o r  t h e  OPREP 5 
r e p o r t .  This  w a s  a l l  con ta ined .  March w a s  t h e  f i r s t  month. 
There was a green  l e d g e r ,  i f  t hey  have any way of  f i n d i n g  it. 

COL'FRANKLIN: We've g o t  t h e  OPREP 5 f o r  t h e  174 th .  We ' l l  
c e r t a i n l y  g e t  on t o  t h i s  one. 
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MR WEST: Can you th ink  of anything e l s e ?  

A. Well, i f  t h e r e  wasn ' t  any o t h e r  t h i n g  about a 
formal i n v e s t i g a t i o n  t h i s  would be t h e  o t h e r  reason t h a t  I 
would th ink  t h a t  i t  would c a r r y  forward because t h e  r e p o r t  
d i d  go t o  t h e  S3. 

COL FRANKLIN: What d i d  you w r i t e  on t h i s  r e p o r t ?  

A. A t  t h a t  time I wrote t h a t  t h e r e  was approximately 
100 t o  150 women and ch i ld ren  k i l l e d .  And t h a t  was about it 
a s  f a r  a s  our  a c t i o n  was concerned. We repor ted  t o  Task Force 
Barker, t h a t ' s  what I wrote. 

Q- You repor ted  t o  Task Force Barker? 

A. This  was our  immediate--

Q e  ( In te rpos ing)  That r e p o r t  would have gone t o  t h e  
S3 of Task Force Barker? 

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q - Do you remember h i s  name? How about Major 
CALHOUN ? 

A. Yes. This was a v e r b a l  r e p o r t  t h a t  we do from 
t h e  van. I n  o t h e r  words we g e t  a c a l l ,  t e l l  them about it. 

Q- Did you t e l l  Major CALHOUN t h i s ?  

A. No. I d i d n ' t .  
  

Q Did somebody t e l l  him t h i s ?  
  

A. I assume t h a t  it was Major WATKE, going t o  t h e  
TOC, t h a t  he was going t o  b r i e f  them on t h i s ,  ou r  opera t ion ,  
our  phase of t h e  opera t ion .  

Q- Was t h i s  an o f f i c i a l  document you wrote down? 

A. That was l a t e r ,  t h a t  was i n  t h e  evening when I 
had re tu rned  t o  home base.  And, I ' m  t r y i n g  t o  remember 
how many copies  of t h i s  I made. One t o  t h e  S3. 

Q. Task Force Barker S3? 
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A. No, our  b a t t a l i o n  S3. A s  soon a s  we l e f t  t h e  f i e l d  
we were p r e t t y  w e l l  s e p a r a t e d  from t h e  u n i t  w e  w e r e  support ­
i ng .  And one copy went t o  d i v i s i o n  a i r  o f f i c e  and t h e  b a t -  
t a l i o n  commander would have seen  it. And I ' m  s u r e  w e  had 
developed t o  t h e  p o i n t  where G 2  had a copy, s o  i f  I made 
more than  two c o p i e s ,  I j u s t  made a t h i r d .  

Q- Do you t h i n k  Colonel HOLLADAY would have t h a t  re­
p o r t ?  What t i m e  would he g e t  t h a t  r e p o r t ?  

A. He'd g e t  it t h e  n e x t  morning. 

Q - You wrote  t h a t  r e p o r t ,  a r e  you s u r e  you wrote  
t h a t ?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r ,  it s t i c k s  i n  my mind because I d i d n ' t  
know q u i t e  how t o  phrase  it. I d i d n ' t  know what t o  say  b u t  
I wanted t o . p u t  it i n t o  an o f f i c i a l  document. 

Q- T e l l  us  a l i t t l e  more about t h a t  form, what k ind  
of p i e c e  of paper  was t h i s ?  

A. Okay, it was, when it s t a r t e d ,  it was very  i n -  
formal. I t  s t a r t e d  a s  soon a s  I go t  t h e r e .  I n  t h e  f i e l d  
w e  made a j o u r n a l ,  a l o g ,  a  d a i l y  l o g  of i n s t a n c e s  t h a t  took 
p l a c e ,  who w e  suppor ted ,  and then  a t  n i g h t  I ' d  make up t h e  
crews t h a t  were scheduled.  I ' d  keep t h a t  and t h e  d a i l y  
journa l  o r  t h e  l o g  and then  t h e  a i r c r a f t  t h a t  a c t u a l l y  f lew. 
I ' d  w r i t e  a l l  t h a t  i n  and t h e n  t h e  l i t t l e  summary--is what 
it s t a r t e d  o u t  a s ,  a summary of  what we d i d  t h a t  day. And 
when it s t a r t e d ,  l i k e  I s a y ,  it was an h i s t o r i c a l  r e p o r t .  
I ' m  n o t  s u r e  how f a r  advanced it had g o t t e n  by t h e  1 6 t h .  
I t  s t a r t e d  i n  a green  l e d g e r ,  used f o r  accounting.  I 
s t a p l e d  t h e  informat ion  on one page, t h e  informat ion  t h a t  I 
had on it. And then  what I typed  I s t a p l e d  on one s h e e t  and 
then  would w r i t e  o u t  t h e  rest of it, t h e  ammunition ex- 
pended r e p o r t  and t h a t  on t h e  o t h e r  s h e e t .  Again I ' m  n o t  
s u r e  how advanced it was. I t  g o t  t o  t h e  p o i n t  where it w a s  
s igned  by Capta in  MOE and d e l i v e r e d ,  t u rned  over  t o  t h e  S3 
and a i r  o f f i c e .  I may be mistaken b u t  I ' m  almost s u r e  t h a t  
t h i s  i s  why -- I t h i n k  I f e l t  I f u l f i l l e d  my p a r t  i n  f o r -  
warding i t ,  t h a t  it g o t  t o  t h e  nex t  h ighe r  l e v e l .  

MR WEST: This  had become a  d a i l y  r e p o r t ?  

A. Y e s ,  sir. 
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Q-	 Did you g i v e  it a t i t l e ?  

A. 	 	 A f t e r  a c t i o n  r e p o r t .  

Q. This  was Company B o r  t h e  aero-scout  company
d a i l y  a f t e r  a c t i o n  r e p o r t ?  

A. 	 	 Y e s ,  sir. When I l e f t  a  y e a r  ago w e  s t i l l  had them. 

Q. Do you t h i n k  t h e  green l e d g e r  was s t i l l  t h e r e  when 
you l e f t ?  

A. 	 	 Y e s ,  s ir ,  I know t h e  green l e d g e r  was. 

They were s t i l l  s t a p l i n g  pages? 

A. 	 	 No. 

Q *  	  	 You had o t h e r  volumes, I guess .  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  W e  s t a r t e d  keeping it monthly. S t a r t i n g  
i n  A p r i l  w e  had a f o l d e r ,  and p u t  it i n  d a i l y  and the  
l a s t  I saw of them they  w e r e  i n  t h e  S 3  b u i l d i n g  of t h e  123d. 

Q. 	 	 The green  l e d g e r  had n o t  been r e t i r e d  o r  something? 

A, 	 	 I t  was c l a s s i f i e d  c o n f i d e n t i a l .  

I f  i t ' s  s t i l l  t h e r e ,  w e ' l l  g e t  it. 

Anything e l s e  Sergeant  KUBERT? 

A. I t  was r a t h e r  c rude ,  it d i d n ' t  have a d i s t r i b u t i o n  
o r  any th ing  on it. 

Q. Did a copy of  your d a i l y  a f t e r  a c t i o n  r e p o r t  go t o  
Task Force Barker? 

A. 	 	 .No, s ir .  W e  r e p o r t e d  t h a t  immediately because -­
Q - ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  That was what you r e f e r r e d  t o  when 
you thought  Major WATKE would -­
A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Y e s ,  s ir .  W e  always had a d e b r i e f ­
i n g .  I n  o t h e r  words, a f t e r  eve ry  miss ion we would b r i e f  t h e  
people  w e  worked f o r .  
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Q. Did you p repa re  any n o t e s  f o r  Major WATKE t o  d e b r i e f  
w i t h ,  i n  which you might have p u t  t h i s  f i g u r e  o f  s o  many 
c i v i l i a n s  k i l l e d ?  

A. No. Tha t  would have been on t h e  d a i l y  l o g  as it 
came i n .  

Q. I s e e .  Do you t h i n k  you made any e n t r i e s  t o  t h a t  
e f f e c t , i n  t h e  d a i l y  l o g ?  

A. Y e s ,  sir.  I ' m  a lmost  s u r e  i f  it w a s n ' t  i n  t h e  d a i l y  
l o g ,  i n  t h e  van,  t h a t  n i g h t  I ' d  p u t  it i n .  

Q. You' d p u t  it i n  t h e  l o g  t h a t  n i g h t ?  

A* W e l l ,  I ' d  p u t  it i n t o  my h i s t o r i c a l  r e p o r t .  

Q- I thought  maybe you e n t e r e d  it i n  bo th  p l a c e s ?  

A. I t  normal ly  would b e ,  b u t  t h e  van,  a t  t h a t  t i m e ,  I 
was i n  and o u t  a t  t h a t  t i m e ,  and whether  it was logged,  
Captain  MOE and Major WATKE a l s o  logged a l o t  of  t h i n g s .  A t  
t h a t  p o i n t  I w a s n ' t  s u r e  what w a s  impor t an t  and what wasn ' t .  

MR WEST: Se rgean t ,  you 've  been v e r y  h e l p f u l  t o  u s  and 
s u p p l i e d  us w i t h  some in fo rma t ion  t h a t  cou ld  be ve ry  use ­
f u l .  I f  you shou ld ,  wh i l e  t h i n k i n g  back about  t h i s  t h i n g ,  
have any o t h e r  t h i n g s  come t o  you, w e  would a p p r e c i a t e  
it ve ry  much i f  you would c a l l  Colonel  FRANKLIN and l e t  
him know about  it and we can a r r ange  t o  o b t a i n  t h a t  i n f o r -  
mation one way o r  ano the r .  Again w e  thank you f o r  coming 
h e r e  and w e  a p p r e c i a t e  your  h e l p  very  much. The h e a r i n g  w i l l  
be  r eces sed .  

(The h e a r i n g  r e c e s s e d  a t  1640 hour s ,  16 January 
1970. ) 
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SUMMARY OF TESTIMONY 

WITNESS: LIVINGSTON, B r i a n  W .  CPT 

DATE CF TESTIMONY: 12 Janua ry  1970 

PLACE OF TESTIMONY: Pentagon 

WITNESS SUSPECTED OF: N/A 

COUNSEL: None 

DUTY ASSIGNMENT ON 1 6  MARCH 1968: P i l o t ,  Aero-scout  Company, 
123d A v i a t i o n  B a t t a l i o n .  

1. ASSAULT ON MY LA1 . 
a .  I n i t i a l  a c t i o n  a t  My L a i .  

Cap ta in  LIVINGSTON c o u l d  n o t  remember w i t h  whom 
he f lew on 16 March 1968 (pg.  4 1 ,  i f  t h e r e  were two complete  
teams i n v o l v e d  (pgs .  1 7 ,  1 8 ) ,  i f  h e  was f l y i n g  h i g h  o r  low 
gunship  ( p g s .  6 ,  l o ) ,  o r  i f  h e  took  o f f  from LZ ~ o t t i e  o r  Chu 
La i  (pg.  1 7 ) .  H e  d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  an a c t i o n  i n v o l v i n g  m o r t a r s  
on H i l l  85 (pg .  2 5 ) ,  o r  t h e  p u r s u i t  o f  VC i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  
o f  H i l l  85 (pg .  1 9 ) .  H e  saw f o u r  VC t h a t  d a y ,  two o f  whom 
were k i l l e d  and two o f  whom e s c a p e d ,  p robab ly  i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  
o f  H i l l  85 (pgs .  39, 40) . H i s  m i s s i o n  was t o  s c r e e n  peop le  
l e a v i n g  t h e  v i l l a g e  t o  t h e  s o u t h  and p ickup m i l i t a r y - a g e  
males and o t h e r  p e r s o n s  w i t h  weapons (pgs .  3 ,  4 ) .  When he 
a r r i v e d  on s t a t i o n  he  saw smoke which he  assumed t o  have 
come from the a r t i l l e r y  p r e p  (pg .  1 8 ) .  T h i s  was t o  t h e  
e a s t  o f  t h e  v i l l a g e  and n o t  i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  i t s e l f  (pg .  9 ) .  
He was n o t  p o s i t i v e  t h a t  t h e  smoke came from t h e  a r t i l l e r y  
(pgs .  25,  26) . I t  c o u l d  have come from f i r e s  i n  t h e  v i l l a g e ,  
b u t  he  d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  t h e  v i l l a g e  b u r n i n g  (pgs. 25,  26) . 
H e  saw no gunsh ip  p r e p  a t  a l l  (pg .  9 ) .  H e  d i d  n o t  see t h e  
s l i c k s  l a n d ,  and t h u s  d i d  n o t  know t h e  p o i n t  o f  t h e  C A ' s  
i n s e r t i o n  (pgs .  1 4 ,  1 5 ) .  On h i s  a r r i v a l  t h e  gun team from 
t h e  Sha rks  o r b i t e d  e a s t  o f  H i l l  85 and t h e  Warlords  o r b i t e d  
t o  t h e  w e s t  o f  H i l l  85 (pg.  4 ) .  They had no r a d i o  communication 
w i t h  t h e  Sha rks  t h a t  day (pgs .  4 ,  9 )  . Due t o  t h e  p r e p  and 
a s s a u l t  many women and c h i l d r e n  l e f t  t h e  v i l l a g e  v i a  i t s  
main t r a i l  end headed toward Highway 521 (pg. 4 )  . LIVINGSTON d i d  n o t  
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remember t r y i n g  t o  s e g r e g a t e  males  from t h i s  group o r  hav ing  
a C&C s h i p  l a n d  t o ' p i c k u p  two m i l i t a r y - a g e  males  ( p g . 4 0 ) .  
They r e c e i v e d  no f i r e  t h a t  day and h i s  gunsh ip  d i d  n o t  
f i r e  (pgs .  1 0 ,  1 9 ) .  

b .  Gunrun on c i v i l i a n s  made by Sha rks .  

While LIVINGSTON d i d  n o t  a c t u a l l y  s e e  t h e  Sha rks  
make t h e  r u n ,  h e  h e a r d  t h e i r  miniguns f i r i n g  (pg .  1 7 ) .  
Both Sharks  made t h e  a t t a c k  which c o n s i s t e d  o f  one p a s s  
( g  1 1  H e  c o u l d  n o t  see t h e  a s s a u l t  i t s e l f  because  h e  
was maklng a t u r n  a t  t h e  t i m e  (pg.  1 7 ) .  H e  r e c a l l e d  b e i n g  
s u r p r i s e d  because  he  had no communication w i t h  t h e  Sha rks  
and d i d  n o t  e x p e c t  them t o  make a  gunrun (pg .  11). The 
Warlords checked t h e  b o d i e s  on t h e  road  immedia te ly  a f t e r  
h e a r i n g  t h e  minigun f i r e  because  t h e y  d i d  n o t  know what was 
happening and wanted t o  d i s c o v e r  i f  t h e y  w e r e  i n  danger  
(pg.  2 0 ) .  The a s s a u l t  had been made i n  a w e s t e r l y  d i r e c t i o n  
p g  11 .  The b o d i e s  were l y i n g  t o  t h e  l e f t  and r i g h t  o f  
t h e  main t r a i l  l e a d i n g  o u t  o f  t h e  s o u t h e r n  p o r t i o n  o f  My 
L a i ,  app rox ima te ly  100 meters from i t s  i n t e r s e c t i o n  w i t h  
Highway 521 (pgs .  5 ,  6 ,  1 2 ) .  H e  o v e r f l e w  t h e  s c e n e  a t  a 
d i s t a n c e  o f  100 f e e t  and saw between 30 and 50 c a s u a l t i e s ,  
a l l  o f  which were women and c h i l d r e n  (pgs .  6 ,  1 2 ,  1 3 ) . H e  
saw no males  and no weapons (pg .  6 ) .  THOMPSON r e p o r t e d  by 
r a d i o  t h a t  h e  had been asked  t o  check o u t  t h e  a r e a  f o r  
"Dinks" w i t h  weapons and webgear and s a i d ,  " I  a i n ' t  s e e n  
any weapons l a t e l y "  (pgs .  1 2 ,  20,  2 9 ) .  A t  t h e  t i m e ,  
THOMPSON w a s  h o v e r i n g  r i g h t  o v e r  t h e  b o d i e s  (pg.  1 2 ) .  To 
t h e  b e s t  o f  LIVINGSTON'S knowledge t h e r e  was o n l y  one team 
o f  Sharks  (pg .  2 0 ) .  H e  e s t i m a t e d  t h a t  t h i s  a c t i o n  took  
p l a c e  15 t o  20 minutes  a f t e r  t h e  a s s a u l t  (pg.  11). H e  d i d  
n o t  r e c o l l e c t  t h e  Sha rks  marking t h e  b o d i e s  w i t h  smoke and 
d i d  n o t  remember s e e i n g  smoke used a t  a l l  t h a t  day (pgs .  20,  
2 1 ) .  On r e q u e s t i o n i n g  t h e  w i t n e s s  a s s e r t e d  t h a t  he  s a w  
r e f u g e e s  on t h e  r o a d ,  h e a r d  f i r i n g  by t h e  Sha rks  and t h e n  
saw t h e  c i v i l i a n s  dead (pgs .  23,  2 4 ,  2 6 ) .  

c. Obse rva t ion  o f  d i t c h  w i t h  b o d i e s  i n  i t .  

Sometime a f t e r  t h e  Sharks  made t h e i r  a t t a c k  he  saw 
a t r e n c h  w i t h  less t h a n  t e n  b o d i e s  i n  i t ,  t h e  w a t e r  i n  which 
had t u r n e d  r e d  from b lood  (pgs .  6 ,  24 ,  28) . T h i s  d i t c h  was 
i n  t h e  woodline on t h e  e a s t  s i d e  o f  t h e  v i l l a g e  and i s  
p robab ly  t h a t  shown i n  E x h i b i t .  P-102 (pg.  27)  . H e  f l ew  w i t h i n  
200 t o  300 meters o f  t h e  d i t c h  a t  an a l t i t u d e  o f  150 f e e t  
(pg .  2 8 ) .  
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d .  THOMPSON'S l a n d i n a .  

THOMPSON r e p o r t e d  t o  LIVINGSTON by r a d i o  t h a t  he 
had s e e n  an o f f i c e r  empty a c l i p  i n t o  a l i t t l e  g i r l  who had 
been l y i n g  n e x t  t o  h e r  p a r e n t s  (pgs .  6 ,  2 9 ) .  THOMPSON was 
unhappy abou t  i t  and s a i d  t h a t  t h e  n e x t  t i m e  something l i k e  
t h a t  happened h e  w a s  go ing  t o  t a k e  d r a s t i c  a c t i o n  (pg .6 )  . 
THOMPSON t h e n  s a w  a Negro s e r g e a n t  f i r e  a c l i p  i n t o  a c h i l d  
( p g s .  7 ,  3 0 ) .  THOMPSON landed  w h i l e  t h e  o t h e r  s h i p s  c i r c l e d  
overhead  a t  an  a l t i t u d e  o f  150 f e e t  (pg.  7 ) .  T h i s  was 
approx ima te ly  1100 hour s  (pg.  4 1 ) .  There was a c h i l d  on t h e  
ground toward whom American t r o o p s  w e r e  advancing  (pg.  7 ) .  
THOMPSON la ter  t o l d  LIVINGSTON t h a t  he  gave h i s  doorgunners  
i n s t r u c t i o n s  t o  keep t h e i r  M-60's on t h e  Americans and t o  
s h o o t  i f  t h e  s o l d i e r s  moved toward t h e  y o u n g s t e r  (pgs .  7 ,  
3 0 ) .  THOMPSON p i c k e d  up t h e  c h i l d  and moved him t o  Quang 
Ngai and LIVINGSTON accompanied him (pgs .  24,  4 1 ) .  T h i s  
was approx ima te ly  1130 hour s  (pg.  4 1 ) .  H e  d i d  n o t  see t h e  
gunsh ips  l a n d  and ,  i n  f a c t ,  saw no h e l i c o p t e r s  l a n d  t h a t  day o t h e r  
t h a n  THOMPSON'S (pgs .  24 ,  4 0 ) .  Had t h e  gunsh ips  l anded  he  
b e l i e v e d  it would have s t u c k  i n  h i s  mind (pg .25 ) .  H e  t hough t  
t h e y  r e t u r n e d  t o  LZ D o t t i e  a f t e r  t h i s  (pg.  3 1 ) .  

2 .  INQUIRIES AFTER THE ASSAULT. 

THOMPSON r e p o r t s  i n c i d e n t .  

LIVINGSTON d i d  n o t  go w i t h  THOMPSON and t h e  o t h e r s  
t o  see WATKE abou t  t h e  i n c i d e n t ,  and he  n e v e r  spoke t o  WATKE 
abou t  it (pgs .  31,  3 2 ) .  The w i t n e s s  r e c a l l e d  t h a t  THOMPSON 
and MILLIANS were going  t o  see Colonel  HOLLADAY abou t  i t ,  
b u t  h e  d i d  n o t  know i f  t h e y  indeed  saw him (pgs .  7 ,  8 ) .  
When THOMPSON r e t u r n e d  he  t o l d  LIVINGSTON t h a t  t h e y  had 
gone a l l  t h e  way up t o  d i v i s i o n  w i t h  it and t h a t  i t  was i n  
d i v i s i o n l , s  hands (pgs .  8 ,  32) . LIVINGSTON was n e v e r  
asked  t o  make a s t a t e m e n t  a b o u t  it (pg .  38) . 

b .  Rumors w i t h i n  t h e  company. 

The i n c i d e n t  w a s  common knowledge w i t h i n  LIVINGSTON'S 
company (pg .  3 3 )  . The men s a i d  t h a t  c i v i l i a n s  had been 
k i l l e d  by t r o o p s  from t h e  1 1 t h  B r i g a d e ,  and t h e  t e r m  
"massacre"was employed (pg. 33) . The men were unhappy 
abou t  t h e  a f f a i r  and were n o t . p r o u d  o f  b e i n g  p a r t  o f  it 
(pg.  33) . Although he  b e l i e v e d  t h a t  WATKE was aware o f  t h i s  
t a l k ,  he d i d  n o t  recall  WATKE g e t t i n g  t h e  company t o g e t h e r  
t o  t a l k  abou t  it (pgs .  33, 3 6 ) .  LIVINGSTON h e a r d  t h a t  BARKER 
had been c a l l e d  i n  r e g a r d i n g  t h e  i n c i d e n t ,  b u t  h e  c o u l d  n o t  re ­
c a l l  who t o l d  him t h i s  (pg. 3 8 ) .  The w i t n e s s  a l s o  h e a r d  o f  an  
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i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  b u t  d i d  n o t  know i f  he hea rd  t h i s  a f t e r  
he l e f t  Vietnam (pg.  3 8 ) .  

3.  OTHER INFORMATION. 

a .  Aero-scout communication system on t h e  1 6 t h .  

The s k e e t e r  (UH-23) had an FM r a d i o  which was 
used t o  t a l k  t o  t h e  low gun (pg. 5 ) .  However, t h e  w i t n e s s  
thought  t h a t  THOMPSON changed frequency s o  he cou ld  be  i n  
d i r e c t  c o n t a c t  wi th  t h e  ground t r o o p s  (pg. 6 )  . LIVINGSTON 
was t a l k i n g  t o  t h e  low gun on UHF (pg. 5 ) .  There was FM 
communication back t o  t h e  S3 (pg. 5 ) .  LIVINGSTON d i d  n o t  
moni tor  t h e  Task Force Barker  frequency (pg.  6 ) .  H e  d i d  
n o t  communicate w i t h  t h e  t r o o p s  on t h e  ground (pg.  6 ) .  
H e  d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  whether  he was f l y i n g  h igh o r  low gun- 
s h i p  (pgs .  6 ,  1 0 )  . 

b. Assessment o f  WATKE. 

Although LIVINGSTON termed WATKE a good commander, 
he s t a t e d  t h a t  WATKE d i d  n o t  f l y  t o o  much and was a l o o f  
wi th  t h e  p i l o t s  (pg. 34) . Those i n  t h e  company were u p s e t  
about  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  WATKE had won t h e  S i l v e r  S t a r ,  s i n c e  
t h e  evidence  was t h a t  h i s  h e l i c o p t e r  had gone down due t o  
engine  f a i l u r e  r a t h e r  than  enemy f i r e  (pg. 3 5 ) .  The on ly  
rounds f i r e d  i n t o  WATKE's h e l i c o p t e r ,  a s  found by t h e  
i n v e s t i g a t i n g  team, were t h o s e  from t h e  gunships when they  
t r i e d  t o  d e s t r o y  t h e  downed c r a f t  s o  a s  t o  p r e v e n t  VC use 
(pg. 3 5 ) .  The crew c h i e f  d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  r e c e i v i n g  enemy 
f i r e  (pg.  35) . The p i l o t s  a l l  f e l t  bad about  t h i s ,  
e s p e c i a l l y  because t h e  p i l o t  o f  t h e  h e l i c o p t e r ,  a w a r r a n t  
o f f i c e r ,  had only  r e c e i v e d  t h e  Purp le  Hear t  (pg .  36) . 

c .  Assessment o f  WYCHOWSKI. 

M r .  WYCHOWSKI was an over-conf ident  p i l o t  who had 
l i m i t e d  a b i l i t y  (pg. 35) . 

d. Rumors about  Sharks .  

I n  h i s  16 March 1968 l e t t e r  t o  h i s  w i f e  LIVINGSTON 
c a l l e d  t h e  Sharks  " n o t o r i o u s  k i l l e r s  of  c i v i 1 i a n s " b e c a u s e  
some Scorpions  had t o l d  him o f  t h e  S h a r k ' s  p r o p e n s i t y  i n  
t h i s  r ega rd  (pg. 3 9 ) .  H e  had -no p e r s o n a l  knowledge of  
unnecessary k i l l i n g  by t h e  Sharks o t h e r  t n m t h e i r  a c t i o n  
a t  My Lai  (pg.  34) . 
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e .  M i s c e l l a n e o u s .  

(1) LIVINGSTON d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  i f  WATKE f l e w  on 
t h e  f i r s t  m i s s i o n  on 1 6  March (pg .  21) . .  

( 2 )  H e  d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  how many S c o r p i o n s  were 
i n v o l v e d  i n  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  (pg .  1 8 ) .  

( 3 )  The low s h i p  u s u a l l y  f l e w  between 50 and 100 
f e e t ,  and t h e  h i g h  s h i p  u s u a l l y  f l e w  between 100 and 
200 f e e t  (pg.  1 0 ) .  
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(The hear ing  reconvened a t  0842 hours ,  12 January 
1970.) 
 


COL FRANKLIN: The hear ing  w i l l  come t o  order .  

RCDR: The fol lowing named persons are p r e s e n t :  COL 
FRANKLIN, LTC PATTERSON and MAJ COOP. 

The nex t  witness  i s  Captain Brian W. LIVINGSTON. 

(CPT LIVINGSTON, was c a l l e d  as a  wi tness ,  was 
sworn, and t e s t i f i e d  as  fol lows:)  

W i l l  you s t a t e  your f u l l  name, grade,  Soc ia l  
Secur i ty  number, branch of s e r v i c e ,  o rgan iza t ion  and s t a t i o n ?  

A. Captain Brian W. LIVINGSTON, 315-46-3013, Head­
q u a r t e r s  and Headquarters Company, 5 t h  B a t t a l i o n ,  6th In- 
f a n t r y ,  F i r s t  Armored Divis ion,  For t  Hood, Texas. 

COL FRANKLIN: Captain LIVINGSTON, be fo re  we proceed with 
any ques t ions ,  I ' d  l i k e  t o  inform you of s e v e r a l  mat te rs .  

This  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  was d i r e c t e d  j o i n t l y  by t h e  
Sec re ta ry  of the Army and t h e  Chief of S t a f f  of the  United 
S t a t e s  Army f o r  the  purpose of determining c e r t a i n  f a c t s  and 
making f ind ings  and recommendations concerning : 

(1) t h e  adequacy of p r i o r  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  i n t o  
what i s  known as the  M y  Lai ( 4 )  i n c i d e n t  of 1 6  March 1968, 
and 

(2)  t h e  p o s s i b l e  suppression o r  withholding 
of information by any person who had a  duty t o  r e p o r t  and 
t o  f u r n i s h  information concerning t h i s .  I n  o t h e r  words, 
whether t h e r e  w a s  a coverup of what happened t h e r e  t h a t  
day. 

This i n v e s t i g a t i o n  i s  no t  being conducted t o  
look i n t o  a l l  f a c t s  and circumstances of what happened 
a t  My Lai  ( 4 )  . 

W e  have had made a v a i l a b l e  t o  us and have re ­
viewed p r i o r  s ta tements  obtained i n  o t h e r  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ~  
of t h e  My Lai  i n c i d e n t .  
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Your testimony w i l l  be taken under oa th .  A 
verbatim t r a n s c r i p t  w i l l  be prepared. A t ape  recording 
i s  being made i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  verbatim notes  being 
taken by t h e  r e p o r t e r .  

The genera l  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  of our r e p o r t  w i l l  
be c o n f i d e n t i a l ,  bu t  it is  p o s s i b l e  t h a t  your testimony 
o r  p a r t s  of it, may l a t e r  become a mat ter  of p u b l i c  know- 
ledge. 

You are ordered n o t  t o  d i scuss  your testimony 
i n  t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  with o t h e r s ,  inc luding  o t h e r  w i t ­
nesses f o r  t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  except as you may be requ i red  
t o  do before  a competent j u d i c i a l ,  l e g i s l a t i v e  o r  admin­
ist r a t i v e  body. 

~ r e ' ~ o us u b j e c t  t o  the  o rde r s  of the  m i l i t a r y  
judge i n  the  genera l  cour t -mar t ia l  case of t h e  United 
S t a t e s  v. Cal ley? 

No, sir. - Mitchel l .It i s  the  United S t a t e s  v. 

(The witness  hands h i s  o rde r s  t o  COL FRANKLIN .) 

COL FRANKLIN: I ' m  going t o  have a JAG co lone l  look a t  t h i s  
and w e ' l l  t ake  a temporary recess .  

(The hear ing  recessed a t  0846 hours ,  12 January 
1970.) 

(The hear ing  reconvened a t  0910 hours ,  
12 January 1970.) 

COL FRANKLIN: Hearing w i l l  come t o  order .  

RCDR: A l l  persons p resen t  when the  hear ing  recessed 
are again p resen t .  

The wi tness  i s  reminded he is s t i l l  under oath.  

A. Y e s ,  sir. 
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COL FRANKLIN: Captain LIVINGSTON, what was your duty 
assignment o n '  16 March 1968? 

A. I w a s  a p i l o t  i n  the  UH-1B on a recon team. 
 

We were opcon t o  t h e  l l t h  Brigade, suppor t ing  a Task 
 

Force Barker and were going i n  t o  t h e  e a s t  of LZ D o t t i e ,  
  

which was our  home base a t  t h a t  t i m e .  
  


Q - What w a s  your organiza t ion?  

A. 123d Aviat ion B a t t a l i o n ,  aero-scout company. 

Q e  We are going t o  s t a r t  and l e t  you go through with- 
o u t  any i n t e r r u p t i o n .  S t a r t  wi th  when you f i r s t  had know- 
ledge of t h i s  opera t ion ,  any information you may have 
rece ived  o r  i n s t r u c t i o n s ,  and then  j u s t  t a l k  it through 
chronologica l ly .  We are very i n t e r e s t e d  i n  any d e t a i l  t h a t  
you can remember. We r e a l i z e  i t ' s  been a long time and 
a f t e r  you g e t  through Colonel PATTERSON and I w i l l  have some 
s p e c i f i c  q u e s t i o n s .  t o  ask you. 

A. Right,  sir. 

W e  were informed on 15  March t h a t  we would be 
opcon t o  t h e  l l t h  Brigade which was going t o  be in ­
volved i n  a Task Force Barker opera t ion  t o  t h e  e a s t  of LZ 
Dot t i e .  We l e f t  a l i t t l e  b i t  e a r l i e r .  We probably l e f t  
Chu Lai about 0630. We went down t o  LZ Dot t i e  which is 
our  home base.  We were on two recon teams. Now, a recon 
team i s  comprised o f ,  a t  t h a t  t ime, an OH-23 which is a 
l i g h t  observa t ion  h e l i c o p t e r ,  and two UH-1B gunships which 
w e  used. The time i n t e r v a l  s l i p s  a t  t h e  time. I c a n ' t  
r e a l l y  s t a t e  t h e  time. Then we went out  t o  t h e  AO, a r e a  
of opera t ion ,  where we were opcon t o  the  l l t h  Brigade. A t  
t h a t  time t h e  CA was coming i n ,  the combat a s s a u l t ,  and 
w e  were supposed t o  screen  and watch f o r  any people leav ­
ing the v i l l a g e  t o  the  south a s  our  t roops  moved through 

. t h e  area .  We o r b i t e d  on the  w e s t  s i d e  of H i l l  85. 

Q We're going t o  give you a map he re .  La te r  on 
 
w e  '11 go through t h i s  i n  d e t a i l .  Colonel PATTERSON w i l l  
  
t a k e  you through it somewhat. Let me o r i e n t  you here.  
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(Witness i s  o r i en ted .  on Exh ib i t  MAP-1 .) 

A. Right ,  s ir .  We o r b i t e d  o u t  t o  the  w e s t  of H i l l  
85. A s  I s a i d  be fo re ,  our  mission was t o  pickup any m i l i ­
tary-age males t h a t  we s a w  walking out  of t h e  a r e a  and 
pickup i n d i v i d u a l s  t h a t  had weapons and anything such 
as  t h i s .  There w a s  another  gun team from t h e  174th,  
Sharks. They were o u t  of Duc Pho and were o rgan ic  
t o  the  11 th  Brigade. They were o r b i t i n g  out  t o  t h e  
e a s t  of H i l l  85. M r .  THOMPSON, Warrant O f f i c e r  THOMPSON, 
was f l y i n g  our  H-23 a t  the  t ime. M r .  MILLIANS and t h e  
o t h e r  p i l o t  a t  t h a t  time I cannot r e c a l l .  

Q Major WATKE . 
A. The p i l o t  I was f l y i n g  wi th  I do n o t  remember. 
The a r t i l l e r y  prep w a s  f i r e d  p r i o r  t o  t h e  CA coming i n .  The 
a r t i l l e r y  prep came i n  and then  the  CA came i n  and then  
people s t a r t e d  l eav ing  through t h e  main t r a i l  he re  t h a t  
comes o u t  of My Lai  down t o  521. 

Q. Let  t h e  record  show t h a t  the  witness  r e f e r r e d  
t o  the  t r a i l  coming o u t  of t h e  southern edge of My Lai  
going south toward 521. 

A. We were t o l d  t o  s e e  i f  we can pick up any m i l i ­
tary-age males and t h e  ground t roops t o l d  us t h a t  t h e r e  
were VC l eav ing  t h e  a r e a  and see i f  we can pickup any more 
mil i tary-age males and weapons o r  any people looking l i k e  
VC leaving  t h e  a rea .  We were s t i l l  holding over  he re ,  
j u s t  o r b i t i n g  around here  t o  see  i f  we can p ick  anybody 
leaving  t h e  area .  A l o t  of women and k i d s  were coming down 
he re  and t a k i n g  o f f  t h i s  way. 

Q- Let t h e  record  show down t h e  same north-south 
t r a i l  we r e f e r r e d  t o  t h e  las t  time and then  west on High­
way 521. 

A. For some reason we d i d n ' t  have communications. 
We could n o t  i n t e r c e p t  o r  l i s t e n ,  monitor, t h e  t ransmiss ions  
between the  ground t roops  and t h e  Sharks. Somebody t o l d  
the  Sharks t h a t  t h e r e  were VC going on t h i s  road,  521, o f f  
t o  t h e  west. We d i d n ' t  know they were going o f f  when they  
made a gun run t o  t h e  west down 521, which is  t h i s  road here  
( i n d i c a t i n g ) . 

(LIVINGSTON) 4 APP T-132 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 
 



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 
 

A s  it w i l l  s tate he re  i n  my l e t t e r  which I wrote  t o  my 
wife--would you l i k e  t o  look a t  it now, s i r ?  

Q. J u s t  hold on t o  it. 

A. There w e r e  bodies  l y i n g  l e f t  and r i g h t .  They 
took t h e i r  miniguns and j u s t  d i d  a job on it. Then THOMP­
SON w a s  t o l d  t o  go down and see i f  he can f i n d  any bodies  
of any mi l i ta ry-age  males wi th  weapons. What I am say ing  
now, s i r ,  i s  what I w a s  t o l d  by THOMPSON. H e  i s  t h e  only 
one t h a t  knows because he heard t h e  t r ansmiss ion ,  b u t  what 
I 'rn t e l l i n g  you, s ir ,  i s  what I was t o l d  by him. I d i d  
n o t  monitor h i s  t ransmiss ion  wi th  t h e  ground people  a t  a l l .  

Q. I would l i k e  t o  square  you away on your  communi­
c a t i o n s .  

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q. : A l l  t h a t  S k e e t e r  had was an F M  r a d i o  which 
he used t o  t a l k  t o  t h e -low gun. 

A. Right ,  sir.  

Q You w e r e  t a l k i n g  t o  t h e  low gun on UHF? 0 

A.  Right ,  sir. 

Q Who a r e  you t a l k i n g  t o  on your FM? 

A. W e  w e r e  t h e  h igh  sh ip  a t  t h a t  t i m e .  If we 
w e r e  on our  FM w e  would be t a l k i n g  back t o  our  o p e r a t i o n s ,  
back t o  ou r  S 3 .  

Q - ,  M r .  THOMPSON had no communications with  t h e  
ground t roops .  

A. Right .  

9- A s  fa r  a s  we know, any conver sa t ions  with  ground 
came from your s h i p ,  i f  t h i s  w i l l  h e l p  you r e c o l l e c t .  I f  
you w e r e  on your company push, f i n e .  I d o n ' t  want t o  pu t  
words i n  your mouth. 
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A. No, I ' m  j u s t  t r y i n g  t o  f i g u r e  it o u t  now. That 
may have been t h e  case ,  but  THOMPSON was the  one t e l l i n g  
us what h i s  communications were with the  people on the  ground. 
I th ink  he w a s  switching FM f requencies  so we could t a l k  
t o  the  people on t h e  ground and he was the  one doing t h e  
t a l k i n g  because he was the  lowest sh ip .  We t r i e d  t o  keep 
him on it s o  he could t e l l  them where t o  go. Our s h i p  d i d  
n o t  t a l k  t o  t h e  people on the  ground. 

Q O r  monitor t h e  Task Force Barker command frequency? 

A. No, sir,  we d i d  n o t .  

The t h i n g  t h a t  passes  i n  my mind now and t h a t  
I f e e l  a l i t t l e  bad about,  I d o n ' t  remember whether we w e r e  
i n  high s h i p  o r  low sh ip .  We d i d  n o t  t a l k  t o  t h e  people 
on t h e  ground. We d i d  n o t  monitor t h e i r  F M  frequency . So 
anyway, t h e  bodies  were l y i n g  l e f t  and r i g h t  on the  s i d e  
of t h i s  road, t h i s  t r a i l  t h a t  comes ou t  of t h e  south of 
My Lai  and o f f  t o  the  west t h e r e  were bodies l ay ing  on each 
s ide .  The g r e a t e s t  number of these  people were a l l  women 
and k ids .  W e  d i d  n o t  see  any mil i tary-age males. We d i d  
n o t  a c t u a l l y ,  i n  f a c t ,  s e e  any m a l e s - a t  a l l .  We d i d  n o t  
see any weapons a t  a l l .  So, we s t i l l  reconned the  a r e a  
and went i n t o  our normal recon mission and M r .  THOMPSON 
was t h e  low sh ip .  I remember remarking a t  t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  
time t h a t  t h e r e  a r e  a l o t  of t r ench  l i n e s  around the  p e r i ­
meter of t h e  v i l l a g e .  It was ev iden t  they used some def e-
ca t ion  p i t s  o r  something, anyway it was kind of murky colored  
water coming down. I remember t h e  t h i n g  we remarked a t  t h e  
time w a s ,  "Remember t h e  o l d  b i b l i c a l  t a l e  of Jesus turn ­
i n g  the  w a t e r  i n t o  wine?" Well, t h i s  was blood-stained 
water and it was j u s t  the  type of t h i n g  t h a t  s tuck  i n  our  
minds, something we could never f o r g e t  o r  w i l l  never for ­
g e t .  So we reconned the  a r e a  and I remember THOMPSON c a l l ­
i n g  down, and THOMPSON came back and t o l d  us t h a t  he had 
t a l k e d  t o  t roops  on t h e  ground, e i t h e r  t h e  RTO o r  t h e  pla ­
toon l eader .  He saw an o f f i c e r  come up, and t h e r e  was a 
l i t t l e  g i r l  over he re  l y i n g  next  t o  he r  p a r e n t s ,  I be l i eve  
it w a s  h e r  p a r e n t s ,  and he s a i d  he saw the  o f f i c e r  empty 
a c l i p  of f  i n t o  he r .  This made him unhappy and i n  t u r n  he 
repor ted  back t o  us what he had seen done, and he was r e a l  
unhappy about it. He s a i d  t h e  next  time it happens he is 
going t o  t ake  some d r a s t i c  ac t ion .  He saw another  body. 
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He s a w  another  l i t t l e  boy l ay ing  next  t o  h i s  pa ren t s  o r  
two people and he s e e s  a Negro se rgean t  f i r e  a c l i p  of f  
i n t o  him. Now, h e ' s  r e a l l y  mad, he i s  r e a l l y  hopping mad 
now. We're s t i l l  reconning, we come over  t o  t h e  e a s t  s i d e  
of t h e  v i l l a g e  of My Lai.  The b e s t  I can remember THOMPSON 
landed a t  t h a t  time. We c i r c l e d  over  h i s  head and dropped 
150 f e e t  above and THOMPSON got  ou t  and whatever t r ans ­
p i r e d  on t h e  ground, I do n o t  know. He went over  and picked-
up a l i t t l e  boy o r  l i t t l e  g i r l .  The American t roops  were 
moving towards the  c h i l d ,  and he went down and he t o l d  h i s  
gunners t o  keep t h e i r  eyes on the  American t roops  and t o  
shoot  i f  they moved towards t h e  k i d .  He got  o u t  and went 
over  and picked up the  l i t t l e  boy, came back and got  i n  
t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  and went o f f  t o  Quang Ngai. We came back t o  
Dot t i e  and we g o t  the  f a c t s  toge the r  and we went back 
t o  Chu Lai.  A t  t h a t  time M r .  THOMPSON and M r .  MILLIANS 
and another  AC a l l  went t o  Colonel HOLLADAY who was our 
b a t t a l i o n  comander  a t  the  time and they  i n  t u r n  went t o  

- t h e  America1 Divis ion.  We d i d ,  i n  f a c t ,  r e p o r t  t h e  in ­
-' c i d e n t  on t h a t  day, March 16 ,  1968. 

Q Reporting of t h i s  i n c i d e n t  was done on LZ Dot t i e .  
I t  was n o t  done a t  Chu Lai.  I t  was done t o  Major WATKE 
and n o t  t o  Lieutenant  Colonel HOLLADAY unless  you r e c o l l e c t  
s t r o n g l y  otherwise.  

A. Well, I remember we went back t o  D o t t i e ,  t o  LZ 
Dot t i e .  Right ,  sir. - We did  r e p o r t  t o  Major WATKE bu t  then 
we went back t o  Chu Lai around 1200 hours ,  and M r .  MILLIANS 
and M r .  THOMPSON l e f t  and they s a i d  they were going up t o  
r e p o r t  the  i n c i d e n t ,  and went back t o  Chu Lai .  I was "pe te r  
p i l o t "  and I d i d  no t  go along wi th  them. I went back t o  my 
hootch. 

Q - I t ' s  your understanding they were going t o  go see 
Colonel HOLLADAY a t  t h i s  time? 

A. Right ,  sir. 

9- This  i s  on 1 6  March? 

A. Yes, sir, it w a s .  

Q e  Did they see  Colonel HOLLADAY? 
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A. I d o n ' t  know t h a t ,  s ir .  I w a s  n o t  wi th  them. 

Q Did they  t e l l  you t h a t  they had seen  Colonel  
HOLLADAY? 

A. N o ,  sir. A t  t h e  t i m e ,  s i r ,  they d i d  n o t  t e l l  
me t h a t  they d id .  They s a i d  t h a t  they went up t h e r e  and 
went a l l  t h e  way t o  d i v i s i o n  wi th  it. They d i d  n o t  say 
t h a t  they s a w  Colonel  HOLLADAY. 

Q - L e t  m e  g ive  you something more t o  h e l p  you r e ­
c o l l e c t  here .  Some of  t h e s e  p o i n t s  a r e  very impor tan t  t o  
us. I know i t ' s  very  hard  t o  remember. I f  y o u ' r e  vague 
i n  your mind, say you a r e  vague. I f  you are s u r e ,  say you 
a r e  s u r e ,  because your test imony is very e s s e n t i a l  t o  us & \  

h e r e ,  Captain LIVINGSTON. 0 
m 
 

LTC PATTERSON: Sepa ra t e  t h e  b e s t  you can from what you w e r e  
t o l d  a f t e r  t h e  i n c i d e n t ,  i n  your conve r sa t ions ,  e i t h e r  a t  
Chu La i  o r  i n  your hootch,  and what you a c t u a l l y  s a w .  We 
a r e  n o t  i n t e r e s t e d  u n t i l  la ter  on what you d i scussed  a f t e r  9. 
t h e  i n c i d e n t .  W e  are i n t e r e s t e d  i n  what you s a w .  

A. Most of t h i s  s t u f f  is a l l  t r ansmis s ion .  

COL FRANKLIN: What you heard  on t r ansmis s ions ,  Captain  
LIVINGSTON, also what you w e r e  t o l d ,  a r e  extremely impor­
t a n t ,  bu t  s e p a r a t e ,  as Colonel  PATTERSON s a i d ,  what w a s  
what. 

When your people  came o u t  you had f o u r  guns and you 
had t h e  ones  of 2 3 ,  and t h e  guns were r e l i e v i n g .  Two would r e ­
l i e v e  two. 

A. R igh t ,  s i r .  

LTC PATTERSON: Is t h a t  t h e  way it w a s  o r  d i d  you have t h r e e  
and r o t a t e  on s t a t i o n ?  

A. W e  u s u a l l y  r a n  it t h a t  way. 

Q Do you r e m e m b e r  what you had, n o t  what you usua l ly  
d i d ?  
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A. A t  t h i s  time, no, sir,  I don ' t .  

Q. T h a t ' s  what we want. Not what usua l ly  happens o r  
what you th ink  happened, only what you r e c a l l .  

A. Right,  sir. 

COL FRANKLIN: Could you have been a low gun, say,  f o r  one 
p a r t i c u l a r  mission and gone back and r e f u e l e d  and then come 
back and have been a high g-m? Could t h i s  have happened? 

A. This has happened, b u t  I c a n ' t  say f o r  s u r e  t h a t  
i s .t h e  way it happened. 

Q - You saw the  a r t i l l e r y  prep? 

A. Y e s .  

Q. Could you show us on t h i s  photo where t h a t  prep 
landed? 

(Witness i s  o r i e n t e d  on Exh ib i t  P-1.) 

A. The a r t i l l e r y  prep now, we j u s t  saw the  smoke 
coming up r i g h t  over t h i s  a r e a  here  ( i n d i c a t i n g ) .  

Q The witness  shows t o  the  e a s t  of My Lai.  
Were .any rounds landing i n  the  v i l l a g e ?  

A. To the b e s t  of  my knowledge, no, s ir .  I d o n ' t  
remember any going i n t o  the  v i l l a g e .  

Q. How about t h e  gunship prep? Was t h e r e  one and 
where w a s  i t ?  

A. I d i d n ' t  s e e  one, sir,  i f  t h e r e  was. 

Q. You d i d  n o t  have commo with t h e  Sharks? 

A. No, sir. 

Q. We know the  Sharks were on t h e  b a t t a l i o n  push. 
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A, Y e s ,  sir. 

Q You s a i d  you w e r e  n o t ?  

A, Y e s ,  sir. 

Q. Do you remember i f  you were f l y i n g  low o r  high gun 
 
a t  t h i s  t ime? 
  

A. I wish I d i d ,  sir. I ' v e  been t e a s i n g  my mind f o r  
  
t h e  l o n g e s t  t i m e  t r y i n g  t o  f i g u r e  t h i s  ou t .  I do n o t  know, 
 
sir, 
 

Q. W e  b e l i e v e  t h a t  M r .  MILLIANS and Major WATKE w e r e  
f l y i n g  t h e  low gun, -3 

c; 
Review that aga in ,  Captain LIVINGSTON,  what you [rr 

j u s t  s a i d  about  how you would normally f l y  t h e s e  format ions.  
I ' m  t a l k i n g  about  t h e  high and low gun wi th  r e s p e c t  t o  the LOH. 

A. Usual ly ,  our  low gunship was about 50 t o  100 f e e t  a)

above t h e  ground. Usual ly ,  I 'm say ing  u s u a l l y ,  it may n o t  
  
have been t h e  case t h e r e ,  because w e  d i d  n o t  r e c e i v e  any 
 
f i r e  t h a t  I know o f .  W e  d i d  n o t  r ece ive  any f i r e  o u t  t h e r e .  
  
W e  f l y  t h e  h igh  s h i p  between 100 and 150 t o  200 f e e t .  
  

Q I n  t h e  south?  

A,. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q. T h a t ' s  above t h e  t e r r a i n ?  

A. Right .  

.COL FRANKLIN: Captain LIVINGSTON, would you go i n t o  d e t a i l  
now on those  Shark f i r i n g  passes  made on t h e  highway. You 
made the  s t a t emen t  t h a t  someone t o l d  t h e  Sharks t h e r e  were 
VC on t h i s  road ,  how do you know t h a t ?  

A. I made t h e  s t a t emen t ,  sir,  because I see no 
 
o t h e r  reason why they made t h e  gun run down t h e r e .  I n  f a c t ,  
  
nobody may have t o l d  them anything.  They made t h e  gun run on 
 
t h e i r  own. 
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Q e  Le t  us know when it is  an opinion. 

A. Right. 

Q. You s a w  t h e  Sharks make a gun run? 

A. Y e s ,  sir. 
 


Q - About how long w a s  t h i s  a f t e r  the  prep o r  t h e  CA? 
 


A. F i f t e e n  o r  twenty minutes. 
  


, Q - F i f t e e n  o r  twenty minutes? 
 


A. Right. 

Q. W i l l  you descr ibe  t h a t  run again ,  how many gun- 
s h i p s  i n  what d i r e c t i o n ?  

A. Two gunships,  s i r ,  and t h e  Gun run was made gener- 
. a l l y  i n  a sou the r ly  d i r e c t i o n  o r  wes ter ly  d i r e c t i o n .  There 
were people t h a t  had come o u t  of t h e  road genera l ly  running 
south  t o  My L a i .  People had come o u t  t o  t h i s  main road, road 
521 t h a t  runs  of f  t o  t h e  west. The gun run was made, genera l ly ,  
i n  a wes ter ly  d i r e c t i o n .  NOW, t h e  reason I remember th ings  
s o  v i v i d l y  is because we d i d n ' t  know they were going t o  make Cn 	 	 t he  run,  because we d i d n ' t  have communications with them. I t  
is a r e a l  funny f e e l i n g  being i n  t h e  a i r  and a l l  of a sudden 
you h e a r  miniguns going o f f ,  sir.  

Q. Both gunships made f i r i n g  passes?  

A. Y e s  , sir. 

Q. How many? 

A. One. 

Q - One pass? 
  


A,. Y e s ,  sir. 
 


Q. F i r i n g  miniguns? 

A. Y e s ,  sir, 
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Q. What was your impression of numbers on t h a t  road. 
I r e a l i z e  t h i s  i s  hard.  A whole bunch? 

A. I would say about 30 t o  50 people we saw l y i n g  
on each s i d e  of t h e  road. I mean about 50 people a l l  to ­
ge ther .  

Q A r e  you s u r e  about t h i s ,  Captain LIVINGSTON? 
Po in t  on t h e r e  were you saw these  people l ay ing  on t h e  road. 

A. I t  w a s  o f f  t o  the  west of t h e  t r a i l .  People came 
o u t  t o  t h i s  road ( i n d i c a t i n g )  and went o f f  t o  t h e  wes ter ly  
d i r e c t i o n  and were l y i n g  on a d i t c h  on t h e  south and nor th  
s i d e  of t h e  road. There were a few bodies l y i n g  on the  road. 

Q. Let  t h e  record show t h e  p o i n t  i n d i c a t e d  i s  about 
100 meters t o  t h e  west of i n t e r s e c t i o n  of 521 i n  t h e  north-
south  t r a i l  coming down from the  middle of My L a i .  

You s a w  30 t o  50 people. You're guessing now? 

A. I Im guessing now, sir. Maybe a t  t h e  time I w a s  
i n  too much shock t o  r e a l l y  pick out  numbers. I t  may have 
been only 10 people,  I d o n ' t  know, sir.  

Q Did you go down t o  t ake  a look a t  these  people 
l a t e r  on? You must have i f  you saw them. 

A. Right ,  sir .  

Q. About what a l t i t u d e ?  

A-. We were about 100 f e e t  above t h e  ground and M r .  
THOMPSON was hovering r i g h t  over them. He went ou t  with 
an a i r  speed of maybe 5 knots ,  j u s t  hovered over  t h e  a r e a  
t r y i n g  t o  p ick  up any people with weapons. Now, t h i s  is 
h i s  t ransmiss ion  t o  me. This is no t  f a c t ,  t h i s  is  what 
he t o l d  me. H e  s a i d  t h a t  he was t o l d  t o  go down and s e e  i f  
he could see  any VC wi th  weapons and what he s a i d  w a s ,  " I  
a i n lt seen any weapons l a t e l y .  " 

Q- H e  t o l d  you t h i s  l a t e r  o r  i n  t h e  a i r ?  

A. He t o l d  me t h a t  i n  the  a i r .  He came over  and 
t o l d  us t h e  conversa t ion  t h a t  was going on. 

Q. On the  r a d i o  he t o l d  you t h i s ?  
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Right,  sir. 

Q. 
mostly? 

Now, when you s a w  those bodies ,  what were they 

A. Women and k i d s ,  sir.  

Q 
road even 

Women and k ids .  When they were going down t h i s  
from your p o s i t i o n ,  could you t e l l  p r e t t y  wel l  they 

were women and k i d s ,  from your a l t i t u d e  and d is tance?  

A. O h ,  very d e f i n i t e l y ,  sir.  ~t this p a r t i c u l a r  time 
we were new i n  a recon team so  we were given the area  and 
w e  reconned mostly t o  the  e a s t  of LZ Dot t ie  which is  o f f  
here  t o  Highway 1. We reconned t h i s  a rea  many, many t imes.  
We could t e l l  i f  Quang Ngai would g e t  h i t  because we could 
t e l l  by whom was i n  the  f i e l d .  We saw women and kids  i n  
t h e  f i e l d  and w e  knew we were going t o  g e t  h i t  t h a t  n igh t .  
A major i ty  of time we were r i g h t .  I ' m  not  saying t h a t  a l l  
t h e  t i m e  we were r i g h t ,  b u t  we could a s c e r t a i n  i f  it was ac ­
t u a l l y  a man o r  a woman. . ' 

Q. Your f e e l i n g  when you saw those gunships? Go 
through t h a t  again,  what your f e e l i n g s  were. 

A. I be l i eve ,  s ir ,  t h i s  is  the  t ime, i f  you take a 
look a t  t h e s e  l e t t e r s .  This i s  a le t ter  I wrote t o  my wife  
and da ted  16 March 1968. I marked ou t  the  personal  s t u f f  
t h a t  you would n o t  be i n t e r e s t e d  i n .  

Q. That ' s a l l  r i g h t .  

(COL FRANKLIN reads  l e t t e r  t o  himself .  ) 

This i s  a l e t t e r  da ted  Saturday, 16 March 
1968, t o  Captain LIVINGSTON'S  wife ,  Be t s ,  from h e r  
husband Brian LIVINGSTON. I would l i k e  t h i s  en te red  
i n t o  evidence. 

RCDR: L e t t e r  da ted  16 March 1968 from cap ta in  LIVINGSTON 
t o  h i s  wife  i s  en te red  i n t o  t h e  record  and marked as  Exhib i t  
M-2 1. 

COL FRANKLIN: I ' m  going t o  read  p a r t  of t h i s  l e t t e r .  I n  
f a c t ,  I ' l l  l e t  you read  the l e t t e r ,  Captain LIVINGSTON.  

(Witness r eads  Exh ib i t  M-21.) 
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LTC PATTERSON,: Captain LIVINGSTON, I would l i k e  j u s t  t o  go 
back here  a l i t t l e  b i t .  There is  some evidence i n  previous 
testimony, and records  i n d i c a t e  considerable  time lapse  be- 
tween the  beginning of the  opera t ion  and t h e  c h i l d  being evac­
uated t o  t h e  h o s p i t a l .  I say cons iderable  t ime,  perhaps t h r e e  
o r  t h r e e  and a h a l f  hours.  

There were some i n c i d e n t s  and some t h i n g s  which 
happened during t h i s  per iod  of time which you have r e l a t e d  
t o  us he re  t h a t  I would l i k e  t o  g e t  s o r t e d  o u t  i n  some kind 
of sequence as t o  t iming. I n  s o  doing, I ' d  l i k e  t o  r e f e r  t o  
previous testimony t h a t  we have on t h i s  s u b j e c t  and t o  o t h e r  
information t h a t  w e  have a v a i l a b l e  t o  us. 

A. Right,  sir. 

Q We want t o  b r i n g  you r i g h t  down i n t o  it and see  C ~ J  
what you can r e c a l l .  This is  r e c a l l  on your p a r t  and no t  
subsequent conversat ions.  hn 

When you a r r i v e d  on s t a t i o n  you say you saw t h e  
CA and you s a w  t h e  a r t i l l e r y ,  and y e t  you d i d n ' t  s e e  t h e  Shark 
gunrun. C!3, 

A. The prep? No, s i r ,  I d id  no t  see t h e  prep. 

Q Do you r e c a l l  s p e c i f i c a l l y  t h a t  t h a t  CA was as  you
have i n d i c a t e d  on t h a t  map o r  i s  t h a t  because you be l i eve  
t h a t  i s  where it was? 

A. I d i d  n o t  see.  t h e  CA. I was no t  looking f o r  the 
CA. That i s  where I be l i eve  it was. . 

Q Then you d i d  n o t  see  t h e  s l i c k s  land? 

A. No, sir. 

Q. You s a w  t h e  a r t i l l e r y  land? 

A. Y e s ,  sir.  

Q - Can you p o s i t i v e l y  s t a t e  where you saw it land? 

A. P o s i t i v e y  s t a t e ?  No, sir. I can-­

a- ( In te rpos ing)  I n  r e l a t i o n  t o  M y  Lai?  
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A. R igh t ,  sir. I can t e l l  you i n  r e l a t i o n  t o  t h e  c i t y ,  
town o r  v i l l a g e  of My L a i .  I s a w  t h e  smoke come up. I d i d  n o t  
see t h e  round come i n  and make t h e  b i g  s p l a t .  I saw t h e  smoke 
come up from t h e  round. 

Q.  You ' re  s u r e  it w a s  an a r t i l l e r y  round and n o t  ano the r  
t ype  of round? 

A. I t  may have been some o t h e r  t ype  round. 

Q Could it have been r o c k e t  runs?  

A,  No, s i r ,  probably  n o t .  

Q .  Did you see any o t h e r  C A ' s  t h a t  morning, o r  o t h e r  
a r t i l l e r y  p r e p a r a t i o n s  ? 

A. No, s i r .  

Q.  You d i d  n o t ?  

A. I d i d  n o t  p e r s o n a l l y  see it, no,  s ir .  

Q. What puzz l e s  us h e r e ,  a t  0810 i n  t h e  morning, i n  
t h e  area a s s igned  t o  t h e  ae ro-scou t  company, a n o t h e r  CA, p re ­
ceded by an a r t i l l e r y  p r e p a r a t i o n ,  w a s  t a k i n g  p l a c e .  I n  f a c t ,  
on t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  CA of  ano the r  u n i t  i n  t h e  area, the a r t i l l e r y  
d i d n ' t  s h u t  o f f  and t h e  n i n e  s l i c k s  on f i n a l  approach had t o  
make a go-around be fo re  t hey  could  g e t  i n .  Th is  happened be ­
tween 0810 u n t i l  i n s e r t i o n  w a s  completed a t  0827. Did you see 
any s l i c k s  l a n d  i n  t h i s  a r e a  t o  t h e  s o u t h e a s t  o f  My Lai?  

A. No, s ir .  I d i d  n o t .  

Q. That a l s o  w a s  a t w o - l i f t  o p e r a t i o n ,  two t i m e s  n i n e  
s l i c k s  went i n t o  t h a t  area. 

A. I d i d  n o t ,  s ir .  I d i d  n o t  see any s h i p s  go i n  
t h e r e ,  p e r s o n a l l y .  That  I can t e l l  you. 

Q .  You i n d i c a t e d  ear l ier  t h a t  about  10 o r  15 minutes 
a f te r  you a r r i v e d  on s t a t i o n  you saw t h e s e  sha rks  make t h i s  
gun run  down t h e  road? 

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  
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Q . The second l i f t  i n t o  t h i s  western edge of My L a i  
wasn ' t  completed u n t i l  0751. 

A. What I saw is ,  now, I am assuming-­

Q. . ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  That  is  what w e  want t o  . s c r a t c h  
o u t ,  t h e  assumptions.  

A. I d o n ' t  know what it is .  I d i d  see what I thought  
was a r t i l l e r y .  I s a w  t h e  smoke coming up from t h e  rounds. 
W e  d i d  n o t  see any gunships because t h e  Sharks w e r e  down 
here .  

Q You're p o i n t i n g  t o  H i l l  85? 

A. Y e s ,  sir,  they w e r e  o f f  t o  t h e  e a s t .  NOW, what you 
say is  t r u e .  

0 
Q. What t i m e  was t h i s  now? Was t h i s  a f t e r  you g o t  v-4 
on s t a t i o n ?  m 

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q. I t  was? la, 

A. W e  s a w  t h e  smoke come up h e r e  ( i n d i c a t i n g )  and 
t h e  Sharks w e r e  o r b i t i n g  over  h e r e  a t  t h e  H i l l  85 o r  i n  t h i s  
gene ra l .  d i r e c t i o n .  

Q . Do you remember any coord ina t ion  t h a t  anybody d i d  
between t h e  Warlords and t h e  Sharks? . . 

A. I d o n ' t  have any i d e a .  I d i d  n o t  make any. W e  
couldn'  t communicate w i th  them: 

Q . Did t h e  Warlords make any gun runs?  

A. NO, sir .  W e  d i d  n o t .  

Q. You d i d  n o t ?  

A. W e  d i d  n o t ,  sir. 

COL FRANKLIN: I t h i n k  i t ' s  p r e t t y  obvious from your l e t t e r  
t h a t  you wrote on 16 March t h a t  you saw c e r t a i n  t h i n g s  and 
you heard  c e r t a i n  t h i n g s .  
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A. Right ,  sir. 

Q. I f  you were around t h i s  a r e a  on t h e  f i r s t  go of the  
Warlords, t h i s  would have been about 0730 and you wel l  could 
have seen passes  made by the  Sharks. You're s u r e  you saw 
those on t h i s  road, 521? 

A.  This i s  one t h i n g  t h a t  I ' m  s u r e  o f .  

LTC PATTERSON: Did you s e e  and can you s t a t e  t h a t  those  
gunships d id ,  i n  f a c t ,  engage those  people and k i l l  them a t  
t h a t  time? 

A. Now, you a r e  running i n t o  a r e a l  l e g a l  ques t ion .  
If I s a w  that b u l l e t ,  t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  a i r c r a f t .  

0- No, no. I ' m  only i n t e r e s t e d  i n  time. We have pre- 
vious testimony t h a t  indeed t h e r e  were bodies  along t h a t  road. 
You've indicat.d you've seen those bodies and you a l s o  ind i -  
ca ted  you s a w  the  Sharks make a pass down t h a t  road. I ' m  
t r y i n g  t o  support  whether o r  n o t  you a r e  s u r e  those Sharks a r e  
t h e  ones t h a t  s h o t  those  people.  

A. We heard t h e  "brapping" sound of miniguns go o f f  
and we came back around. We were i n  the  process  of making a 
r i g h t  t u r n  and being a " p e t e r  p i l o t "  I was on the  l e f t  s i d e .  
I d i d  n o t  see t h e  Sharks go down. I heard t h e  miniguns be- 
ing  f i r e d .  I d i d  n o t  see  the  bodies.  I assume t h e  Sharks 
made t h e  run down t h e  road,  because we d i d n ' t .  

Q. You see  again- ­

A. ( In te rpos ing)  I t ' s  assumption. 

LTC PATTERSON: Captain LIVINGSTON, l e t ' s  go back t o  the  
morning of t h e  16th.  Do you r e c a l l  t h a t  you l e f t  Chu Lai 
t o  g o  t o  t h e  o p e r a t i o n a l  a rea?  

A. No, sir, I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  t h e  exac t  f a c t s  here.  

Q. Do you know whether you took o f f  from Dot t ie  o r  
took o f f  from Chu Lai?  

A. For s u r e ,  no, sir.  Only what I assume. 

Q. You t e s t i f i e d  a l i t t l e  e a r l i e r  t h e r e  were two 
complete teams involved. 
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A. When you asked me, s i r ,  "Are you su re?"  And I 
s a i d ,  "No, s i r . "  I d i d  no t  know f o r  su re .  4 assume it was 
t h a t  way. 

Q. You d o n ' t  know how many Scorpions were involved 
i n  t h e  1 6  March 69 opera t ion?  

A. No, s i r ,  I don ' t .  

Q. You r e c a l l  a r r i v i n g  on s t a t i o n  a s  you have t e s -  
t i f i e d  and saw some smoke t h a t  you assumed t o  have come from 
a r t i l l e r y  f i r e ?  ­

A. Yes, sir. 

Q- Do you r e c a l l  whether o r  n o t  you were t h e r e  on 
time o r  whether you were l a t e  f o r  t h e  a r r i v a l ?  

A. No, sir.  I do not .  

Q - The evidence t h a t  we have, Captain L I V I N G S T O N ,  and 
I am t e l l i n g  you t h i s  j u s t  t o  t r y  t o  make you r e c a l l  t h i n g s ,  
i s  t h a t  t h e  Warlords were a l i t t l e  b i t  l a t e  a r r i v i n g  i n  t h e  
o p e r a t i o n a l  a rea .  I th ink  i t ' s  advisable  t o  mention t h i s .  
We have a t ape  recording  ( t r a n s c r i b e d  as Exh ib i t  M-20) t h a t  
we have reason t o  b e l i e v e  was taken on t h a t  day. The t ape  
recording c o n s i s t s  of t h e  t ransmiss ions  on t h e  b a t t a l i o n  command 
n e t .  The c a l l  s i g n s ,  inc luding  Warlord Alpha Lead, g ives  
us  a  g r e a t  d e a l  of information about t h e  events  t h a t  t r a n s ­
p i r e d  during t h a t  t ime. The t ape  i t s e l f ,  w e  have reason 
t o  b e l i e v e ,  i s  of t h e  f i r s t  couple of hours ,  t h e  f i r s t  .2 
hours of t h a t  morning, beginning on o r  about ,0720 hours of 
t h a t  morning and l a s t i n g  u n t i l  sometime a f t e r  0930. 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. The t a p e  i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  t h e  Warlords were a 
l i t t l e  b i t  l a t e  i n  a r r i v a l .  They were es t ima t ing  a r r i v a l  
on s t a t i o n  somewhere around 0740 hours i n  t h e  morning. 

A. Right ,  sir. 

Q. Seeing t h e  smoke and n o t  see ing  t h e  i n i t i a l  
l i f t ,  of course,  i s  a r e a l  good f a c t .  The second l i f t  i n t o  
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t h e  LZ took p lace  and w a s  completed about 0751, and it i s  
conceivable t h a t  you d i d  n o t  see  t h a t  l i f t .  The records 
a l s o  i n d i c a t e  t h a t  the  Sharks d i d  i n  f a c t  f i r e  a t  a t a r g e t  
t o  the  south genera l ly  i n  the  v i c i n i t y  of Highway 521. They 
a l s o  repor ted  k i l l i n g  one VC and repor ted  a  weapon. They 
at tempted f o r  a  per iod  of time t h e r e a f t e r ,  t o  g e t  i n f a n t r y  
t roops  down t h e r e  t o  p o l i c e  up t h e  weapons and gear .  This 
t ape  a l s o  i n d i c a t e s ,  and I would l i k e  t o  read  a t ransmiss ion  
from it, This is  r i g h t  a f t e r  the  f i r s t  l i f t  had departed the  
area .  Warlord Alpha Lead says:  "This i s  Warlord. We've got  
.one rocke t  run i n  progress  i f  y o u ' l l  j u s t  s t a y  where you a r e ,  
w e ' l l  go p a s t  you." This i n d i c a t e s  t h e  Warlords were i n  f a c t  
f i r i n g  on a rocke t  run,  

A. I was no t .  O u r  s h i p  d i d  no t  f i r e .  

COL FRANKLIN: Do you r e c a l l  around H i l l  85 any kind of a 
s i g h t i n g  of an enemy and t h e  p u r s u i t  of t h i s  enemy and f i r i n g  

- a t  t h i s  enemy? 

A, No, sir. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  t h i s .  

Q. You d o n ' t  r e c a l l  t h i s  being seen by t h e  OH-23 
 

and then being followed by one of your gunships and rockets  
  

f i r e d  on t h a t ?  
  


A. No, sir.  I d o n ' t  pe r sona l ly  remember it. NO, sir. 

LTC PATTERSON: You i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  when you a r r i v e d  i n  the  
  

a r e a  you o r b i t e d  west of H i l l  85? 
 


A. To t h e  b e s t  of my knowledge, ye? ,  sir. 

Q. Do you r e c a l l  the  Skeeter ,  t h e  OH-23, moving ou t  
  

a t  any time and going t o  the  e a s t  of H i l l  85? 
 


A, H e  was going a l l  around. He w a s  t o  t h e  e a s t ,  yes ,  
  
sir. I d o n ' t  remember him going e x a c t l y  t o  t h e  east of H i l l  
  
85. He wasn ' t  o r b i t i n g  with us.  H e  was going where he wanted 
t o  go. 

Q. Were you watching him? 

A. W e  t r i e d  t o  watch him, sir.  But I c a n ' t  pe r sona l ly  
t e l l  you t h a t  I s a w  him go o f f  t o  the  e a s t  of H i l l  85. 
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Q The t ape  i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  the  Skee te r  and the  war­
l o r d s  went over  as f a r  as the  peninsula  along the  China Sea 
about 0845. The reason being t o  g e t  coordinated with the 
Sharks i n  t h e  a r e a  of opera t ion ,  The Sharks gun team was 
going t o  cover i n  t h i s  opera t ion  u n t i l  t h e  l i f t  was com­
p l e t e  and you fe l lows and the  aero-scouts were going t o  take  
c a r e  of t h e  a r e a  then.  

A, This  may be i n  f a c t  be t r u e ,  b u t  I was only a 
" p e t e r  p i l o t "  and I w a s  only t o l d  o r  l i s t e n e d  t o  what I was 
t o l d .  

Q The t ape  does i n i d c a t e ,  as  you have i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  
the  Sharks d i d  i n  f a c t  f i r e  i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  of Highway 521 
and they d i d  i n  f a c t  r e p o r t  k i l l i n g  a couple of "dinks" with 
gear  a t  about 0740 hours i n  the  morning. You i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  
you s a w  a l l  of t h e s e  people on the  road a t  t h i s  t ime of t h e  
morning and t h e  Sharks made a gun run. You, I assume, meant 
you immediately went t o  check those bodies? 

A. Immediately. Immediately, because we were c a l l e d ,  
we heard the  miniguns and we thought,  wel l ,  it must be some 
type a c t i o n  and it may be t o  our de t r iment  i f  we d o n ' t  f i n d  o u t  
what it is .  THOMPSON was t o l d ,  t h i s  same t h i n g ,  some "dinksl '  
with web gear  on and weapons down t h e r e  and t h a t ' s  what 
THOMPSON came back and s a i d ,  " I  a i n ' t  seen any weapons down 
t h e r e  l a t e l y . "  

Q. This was r i g h t  a f t e r  you a r r i v e d  on s t a t i o n ?  

A. A s h o r t  time af te rwards ,  sir. 

Q. To t h e  b e s t  of your knowledge w a s  t h e r e  only one 
team of Shark gunships? 

A. To t h e  b e s t  of my knowledge, yes ,  sir.  

Q. The Sharks t r i e d  t o  mark these  bodies with a l o t  
of colored smoke f o r  t h e  next  30, 40 minutes o r  so .  I t  ap­
peared t h a t  they were marking these  bodies and t h e  smoke they  
were using w a s  var ious  c o l o r s  a t  d i f f e r e n t  t imes.  Do you re­
c a l l  see ing  any of t h e s e  smokes? 

A. No, sir. I don ' t .  
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Q- Do you r e c a l l  s ee ing  any of t h e  smoke t h a t  
w a s  being used t o  mark o t h e r  a r e a s  t h a t  day, dur ing  your 
f i r s t  t o u r  on s t a t i o n ?  

A. No, sir.  I don ' t .  

Q. Do you r e c a l l  whether o r  n o t  Major WATKE 
w a s  f l y i n g  on the  f i r s t  mission? 

A. No, sir.  This is t h e  o t h e r  t h i n g  t h a t  has 
been g iv ing  me a long t e a s i n g  period.  I d o n ' t  remember 
if Major WATKE w a s  on t h e  f i r s t  l i f t .  I d o n ' t  a l s o  
remember i f  he w a s  low s h i p  o r  high sh ip .  

Q - Are you sure of anyone being i n  t h e  gun 
on t h e  f i r s t  time on s t a t i o n ?  

A. M r .  MILLIANS, 

Q - You're s u r e  M r .  MILLIANS was on s t a t i o n ?  Would 
you t e l l  m e  why? How you can be sure?  

A. I would say f o r  a f a c t  he was t h e r e .  I j u s t  
assume he was t h e r e ,  because it seems l i k e  he was out  
t h e r e ,  b u t  I d o n ' t  remember see ing  him ou t  t h e r e .  I d o n ' t  
remember who I w a s  f l y i n g  with e i t h e r ,  sir.  

Q. , M r .  MIUIANS w a s  t h e r e ,  b u t  I ' m  n o t  su re  he 
was t h e r e  on t h e  f i r s t  time on s t a t i o n  o r  no t .  

A, I swear t o  t h e  Good Lord i f  I can remember 
a l l  t h i s  s t u f f  I could he lp  you o u t ,  b u t  I r e a l l y  c a n ' t .  
I don' t remember us going over  t o  the  e a s t  towards Pink­
v i l l e ,  over t o  t h e  peninsula ,  I d o n ' t  remember t h a t ,  
Maybe i t ' s  j u s t  a mat ter  of remembering what I want t o  
remember. Something t h a t  j u s t  s t i c k s  i n  your mind. 

Q You s a w  something t h a t  d i d  s t i c k  i n  your mind 
and I assume t h a t  t h i s  was probably the  f i r s t  time t h a t  
you had seen t h i s ?  
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A. I had only been i n  the  country about a month, 
sir,  and it d i d ,  s i r ,  it r e a l l y  s tuck  i n  my mind. Do 
you have t h a t  t ape ,  s i r ?  

Q. Y e s ,  I do. 

A. I could poss ib ly  pick up the  voices .  Do you 
know who t h e  l ead  was? 

Q. Warlord Alpha Lead, Major WATKE o r  M r .  BAKER. 

A. Right ,  s ir .  I f  he w a s  i n  f a c t  Warlord Alpha 
Lead then he w a s  high s h i p ,  he w a s  no t  low. 

Q The problem w e ' r e  having he re ,  Captain LIVING ­
STON, M r .  MILLIANS s a i d  t h a t  he w a s  f l y i n g  with Major 
WATKE and Major WATKE seems t o  th ink  he w a s  f l y i n g  with 
M r .  MILLIANS y e t  M r .  CULVERHOUSE a l s o  th inks  he w a s  
f l y i n g  with M;. MILLIANS. We're having a b i t  of t r o u b l e  
s o r t i n g  it out .  

A. I can remember Major WATKE f l y i n g  wi th  our  
gunship t w i c e .  

Q- That morning? 

A. No. T w i c e  during t h e  e n t i r e  t i m e  he w a s  
with us before  he went down, he w a s  s h o t  down. One 
t i m e  with M r .  WYCHOWSKI and t h i s  is  the  t i m e  he w a s  medevac'd 
back and one o t h e r  time he flew with M r .  MILLIANS, 
Now, I don 't know which day t h a t  w a s .  Now, M r .  CULVER­
HOUSE w a s  new i n t o  t h e  country t h e  l a t t e r  p a r t  of February 
and he flew wi th  him sometimes too .  W e  may have had him 
on standby t o  f l y  with Major WATKE. When he g o t  done f l y ­
i n g  with Major WATKE he used t o  f l y  with us a l l  day and 
M r .  CULVERHOUSE may have r e l i e v e d  Major WATKE. But i f  
you asce r t a ined  t h a t  it i s  Major WATKE 's voice as Warlord 
Alpha Lead, our  h igh  s h i p  w a s  Warlord Alpha Lead, w a s  
always our  l e a d  sh ip .  

Q. Warlord Alpha Lead s a i d ,  and the  t iming we 
t h i n k  i s  somewhere around 0745 ,  "This is  Warlord Alpha 
Lead. D i r e c t l y  t o  the  south of  the  LZ w e  had t w o  ' d inks '  
wi th  weapons, both of them KIA now. 
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We a r e  reconning now along t h e  peninsula  checking the  
people o u t  t h a t  a r e  ' d i  d i  ' i n g '  t he  a r e a  and they. a r e  go­
i ng  ou t  f a s t .  We've got  t h e  a r e a  t o  t h e  south and t o  
your west. We're j u s t  covering it now." This  w a s  i n  
conversat ion with Shark 6.  

A. What t i m e ,  sir. 

Q About 0745. 

A. What time is  supposedly t h i s  charge of k i l l ­
i n g  c i v i l i a n s ?  Is it 1000? 

Q m  Of what c i v i l i a n s ?  

A. I 'm j u s t  t r y i n g  t o  g e t  time as  t o  whether t h e r e  
were two teams ou t  t h e r e ,  i f  we were t h e  second team com­
i n g  out  o r  t h e  f i r s t  team coming ou t .  I 'm confused now. 
Now you've go t  me confused. I ' m  t r y i n g  t o  p lace  f a c t s  
toge the r  . 
Q No, I d o n ' t  want t o  confuse you. 1"m t r y i n g  
to- ­

A. ( In te rpos ing)  Reconning over  t o  t h e  e a s t  
peninsula ,  I do n o t  remember t h a t ,  and t h a t  I s  why it I s  

confusing m e .  

Q I ' v e  gone under t h e  assumption t h a t  you remembered 
being t h e r e ,  being t h e  f i r s t  team on s t a t i o n  i n  t h e  morning. 

A. I assume I was, b u t  you s t a r t  br inging  t h i s  
s t u f f  up and--I t h i n k  I was. I mean I can t e l l  you r i g h t  
now, yes ,  I was, b u t  then you s t a r t  b r ing ing  s t u f f  up l i k e  
t h i s  and then  I g e t  confused again,  because I do no t  remember 
going-­

COL FRANKLIN: ( In te rpos ing)  Are you s u r e  t h a t  you saw 
s e v e r a l  bodies? 

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

9 You're s u r e  t h a t  you saw t h a t ?  
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A. Y e s ,  s i r ,  

Q - That would p u t  you then on the  f i r s t  r e l i e f  
of gunships, because f i r s t  t he  high and low guns had 
gone i n t o  r e f u e l  a t  this time a f t e r  having been, w e  
be l i eve ,  r e l i e v e d  on s t a t i o n .  I f  you had only t h r e e  
gunships, maybe one came back. We do be l i eve  t h e r e  
were two and t h i s  would have placed you coming on some­
time a f t e r  0 9 0 0 .  Can you put  a time between when you 
saw t h e  Sharks make a f i r i n g  pass on 521 and t h e  t i m e  
you saw t h e  d i t c h ?  

A. The pass  on t h e  road was done p r i o r  t o  m e  
seeing t h e  bodies  i n  t h e  d i t c h .  

Q - About how much time, can you r e c a l l ?  

A. P r e t t y  good por t ion .  This was i n  t h e  begin ­
ing  of our s t a t i o n  and t h e  bodies  i n  t h e  d i t c h  were 
j u s t  about be fo re  w e  departed s t a t i o n .  

Q. During t h e  same period? The same f l i g h t ?  You 
had n o t  r e f u e l e d  a t  anytime during t h i s  and flown back 
t o  Dot t ie?  

A. . I d o n ' t  know, sir. I r e a l l y  d o n ' t  know. 
So h e l p  me I do n o t  know. 

Q- Did you accompany M r .  THOMPSON t o  Quang Ngai? 

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q Were you f l y i n g  with a gunship t h a t  went 
down and evacuated c i v i l i a n s ?some 

A. Not t h a t  I r e c a l l ,  sir.  A s  I brought up be­
f o re ,  I d o n ' t  remember them going down. 

Q- You d o n ' t  r e c a l l  t h a t ?  

A. No, sir. I d o n ' t .  
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LTC PATTERSON: Would t h a t  have s tuck  i n  your mind a t  
t h a t  time? 

A. I f  he would have gone down? I f  t h e  gunship 
would have gone down, yes ,  s i r ,  it would. 

Q. And made two t r i p s ?  

A. Yes, s i r ,  very d e f i n i t e l y .  I f  he would have 
gone down t h e r e  it would have s tuck  i n  my mind. 

COL FRANKLIN: Do you r e c a l l  anything about mortar  rounds? 

A. Enemy o r  f r i e n d l y ?  

Q. Fr iendly.  Discovering them and f i n d i n g  them. 
Do you r e c a l l  your i n f a n t r y  p u t t i n g  down on H i l l  85? 

A. On t h i s  day? 

Q. Yes. 

A. NO,  s ir .  They were put  down there before  but  
n o t  on t h i s  day, n o t  t h a t  I r e c a l l .  

Q. I t 's poss ib le ,  Captain LIVINGSTON, t h a t  you 
d i d n ' t  a c t u a l l y  f l y  dur ing  t h e  f i r s t  l i f t .  Which 
means you probably would n o t  have seen any a r t i l l e r y  
coming i n .  I f  you i n  f a c t  saw the  d i t c h  and you accom­
panied M r .  THOMPSON t o  Quang Ngai you could have been 
on the  f i r s t ,  second, o r  t h i r d  r e l i e f  gunships. 

LTC PATTERSON: The smoke t h a t  you s a w .  L e t  's t r y  t o  pin 
down t h e  source of smoke. You a r e  n o t  s u r e ,  as I under­
s t and ,  t h a t  it w a s  a r t i l l e r y ?  

A. Tha t ' s  r i g h t ,  sir. I am j u s t  saying  it w a s  
smoke coming up. I didn ' t - ­

Q - ( In te rpos ing)  Could it have been t h e  v i l l a g e  
burning o r  f i r e s  wi th in  t h e  v i l l a g e ?  
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A. Since  I cannot r e a l l y  deduce e x a c t l y  what 
t h e  source was, yes ,  I imagine' it could be. 

Q Did you see  any hootches burning i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  
t h a t  morning? 

A. Not t h a t  I r e c a l l .  

COL FRANKLIN: You d o n ' t  r e c a l l  t he  v i l l a g e  burning 
a t  a l l ?  

A. No hootches on f i r e ,  smoke coming up, yes.  
I d o n ' t  know where it w a s  o r  what. I assumed it t o  C 
be a r t i l l e r y  rounds coming i n  up here ( i n d i c a t i n g ) .  Ch 
That is  why I assume I was on the  f i r s t  r e l i e f  t h a t  Ls. 

went out.  But a f t e r  a l l  of these  th ings  a r e  brought 
i n t o  account about going o u t  here  t o  t h e  e a s t ,  I s t a r t  
t o  f i g u r i n g  t h a t  I am j u s t  f a b r i c a t i n g  a s t o r y .  a 
 
Q. No, you ' r e  n o t  f a b r i c a t i n g .  Nobody i s  accus­
i ng  you of t h a t  and you a r e  n o t  suspected of anything 
l i k e  t h a t ,  Captain LIVINGSTON. 

You a r e  conf ident  t h a t  you saw refugees on 
Highway 521? 

A. Yes, sir. 
 

Q And you heard the  minigun? 
 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. And Sharks d i d  t h i s  f i r i n g  and then  
t h e r e  w e r e  people dead? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. You're conf ident  of  t h a t ?  

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Could you descr ibe  now t h a t  d i t c h  and j u s t  
what you know about t h a t  d i t c h ?  
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A. Around t h e  v i l l a g e  t h e r e  is a d i t c h  t h a t  
goes a l l  t h e  way around he re  ( i n d i c a t i n g )  by t h e s e  
t r e e s .  I assume t h i s  w a s  the d i t c h  THOMPSON saw. 

Q - I want t o  show you Exhibi t  P-102. This i s  look­
ing  t o  t h e  e a s t .  That gives  you a l i t t l e  more of the  
view you would have seen. You s a i d  t h e r e  was a d i t c h .  
Show us where you mean exact ly .  

A. This  i s  looking o f f  t o  the  e a s t ?  

Q 	 Y e s .  

A. From w e s t  t o  e a s t ?  

Q - Yes. 

A. Thcxe is  a d i t c h  over  here  on t h e  e a s t  s i d e  
of t h e  v i l l a g e  ( i n d i c a t i n g ), and t h i s  is  t h e  d i t c h  on 
the  e a s t  s i d e  and I remember see ing  t h e  bodies .  

Q. Could t h a t  d i t c h  have been over  he re  ( i n d i c a t i n g ) ?  

a? 	 A. Y e s ,  sir. I n  f a c t  it could have been over t h a t  
f a r .  

Q 	 I t  was on the  edge of t h e  woodline. There 
?.Z w a s  no more woods? 
IQ 
i 

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q. There w a s  no more woods t o  t h e  e a s t  of t h i s  
wi th in  100 t o  200 meters,  r i g h t ?  

A. Right. 

Q. A l l  r i g h t ,  go ahead. 

A. This  i s  where I remember see ing  the  bodies.  
This is  a l s o  i n  t h i s  a rea .  It may have been here  o r  
it may have been r i g h t  here  t h a t  THOMPSON landed. 
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Q. Describe what you mean you saw some bodies? 

A. The bodies t h a t  you remember from reading  the  
l e t t e r .  THOMPSON s a w  the  c h i l d ,  t h e  G I  moving i n  t h e  pre- 
vious l i t t l e  c h i l d r e n  were k i l l e d ,  and he landed and i n  
f a c t  picked up one l i t t l e  c h i l d ,  and t h i s  was t h e  same 
d i t c h  t h a t  we saw t h e  bodies  l ay ing  i n .  

Q. Give me t h e  sequence of time. The f i r s t  time 
t h a t  you s a w  t h e  d i t c h ,  anything t o  do wi th  t h e  d i t c h .  

A.  I saw t h e  d i t c h  numerous t imes.  One t i m e  when 
we were j u s t  o r b i t i n g  we could see  the  d i t c h .  

Q. What d i d  you see  i n  t h e  d i t c h ?  

A. Bodies. The number of bodies ,  I d o n ' t  know, 
it may have been one body o r  two bodies o r  t h r e e  bodies ,  
bu t  t h e r e  were some bodies  i n  t h e  d i t c h .  

Q. What d i d  you say e a r l i e r  about the  water  i n  
t h e  d i t c h ?  

A. It wasn 't a c t u a l l y  water  l i k e  it was pouring 
down r a i n .  It w a s  j u s t  kind of l i k e  murky looking,  gray 
colored down t h e r e ,  t h a t  kind of f i l t e r e d  i n t o  being 
a kind of red .  This i s  an assumption, t h i s  is n o t  f a c t ,  
t h a t  t h e  blood from t h e  bodies j u s t  changed t h e  water  in ­
t o  red.  

Q,. How c lose  were you t o  t h i s  d i t c h ?  

A. We d i d n ' t  f l y  r i g h t  over it. We were r i g h t  
i n  200 o r  300 meters of it and only about 150 f e e t  above 
t h e  ground. 

Q - Are you saying l e s s  than 10 bodies? 

A. Right ,  s ir .  From t h a t  he igh t ,  j u s t  a l i t t l e  
change i n  c o l o r  we could pick up. Actual ly ,  one body 
could have changed t h e  co lo r  of it i f  we saw it r i g h t .  
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Q. What w a s  THOMPSON t e l l i n g  you on t h e  r a d i o  a t  
t h i s  time? You say t h a t  you had communications with 
THOMPS ON? 

A. THOMPSON w a s  mighty unhappy. The f i r s t  th ing  
  

t h a t  s t i c k s  i n  my mind, maybe because I was new i n  the  
  

country and I never saw anything l i k e  t h i s  before.  I 
 

was down here  when I t o l d  you about the  people we saw 
 


-down here .  	  The next  	case 	t h a t  I remember THOMPSON t a l k -  
ing  about-- 

Q- ( In te rpos ing)  What d i d  THOMPSON say .about 
  

t h a t ?  
  


A. He s a i d  they asked him t o  go down and s e e  
  

if he could see  any weapons and THOMPSON s a i d ,  " I  a i n  ' t  
  

seen any weapons l a t e l y . "  That is  what he t o l d  us he 
 

s a i d .  I remember him g iv ing  t h r e e  tra~.iismissions. He 
 

came up h e r e  and he t a l k e d  t o  the  people on t h e  ground, 
 

or s a i d  he d id .  
  


Q- He t o l d  you t h i s  on t h e  radio?  

A. 	 	 Right. He had a c h i l d  o r  something over  here  
  

( i n d i c a t i n g )  and he pointed it ou t  and he saw an o f f i c e r ,  
  

I assume it w a s  a cap ta in ,  I mean t h a t ' s  what I wrote 
  

my wife ,  because I assumed it was a cap ta in  come up t o  
  

him and f i n i s h e d  him o f f ,  I mean empty a c l i p  o f f  i n t o  
  

him. I d o n ' t  know whether it was a .45  o r  M - 1 6 ,  I d o n ' t  
  

know. 
 


Q. You d i d n ' t  s ee  t h a t ?  

A. No, sir, I d i d  n o t  see  t h a t .  

Q. Did you hear  t h a t  on a r a d i o ,  o r  d i d  THOMPSON 
 

t e l l  you about t h a t ?  
  


A. THOMPSON came over  the  r a d i o ,  he t o l d  us t h a t .  
  

He i n  f a c t  l a t e r  on t o l d  us t h e  same t h i n g  over again.  
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Q You heard t h a t  over  the  radio .  A l l  r i g h t ,  go 
 
ahead. 
 

A. The o t h e r  one was the  one where he s a w  the  Negro 

se rgean t  and a c h i l d  and the  Negro se rgean t  moved over  

t h e r e  toward h e r  which I imagine was on t h e  e a s t  s i d e  of 

t h e  v i l l a g e .  I c a n ' t  remember r i g h t  now where it was, 

and he s a w  t h e  Negro se rgean t  f i r e  a c l i p  of f  i n t o  the  

g i r l .  He d i d n ' t  say what t h e  rank w a s ,  E-5 o r  E-6,  he 

d i d  no t  say.  The reason t h i s  s tuck  i n  h i s  mind was he 

w a s  a boy from At lanta .  I guess you could say he w a s  

kind of prejudiced.  He s t a t e d  t h a t  t o  us before .  But 

t h i s  s tuck  i n  h i s  mind. He was r e a l  unhappy about 

t h i s .  NOW, these  th ings  a r e  t h e  th ings  t h a t  s t i c k  out  

i n  my mind. 


Q Where were you when THOMPSON went down t o  pick ­ 
  
up t h i s  c h i l d ?  
  

A. When THOMPSON went down t o  pickup t h e  c h i l d  
  
we o r b i t e d  o f f  t o  t h e  e a s t .  Now i f  he landed he re ,  we 
 
landed--we f lew l i k e  t h i s .  I f  he landed here ,  w e  flew 
 
on over he re  ( i n d i c a t i n g ) .  
  

Q NOW, t hese  guns covering. What do you remember 
 
about t h a t ?  . Explain t h a t  about "cover me." 
 

A. Now, t h i s  i s  what he t o l d  us l a t e r .  

Q H e  t o l d  you t h i s  l a t e ' r ?  

A. Right,  sir. He t o l d  h i s  doorgunncr, who I 
 
th ink  w a s  COLBURN, I d o n ' t  know, h i s  crew c h i e f ,  he 
 
t o l d  him keep your eye on the  G I ' s ,  keep your M60's on 
 
t h e  G I s  because I want t o  move toward the  k id .  This 
  
i s  what he t o l d  h i s  doorgunner. He got  ou t  of t h e  
  
a i r c r a f t  and t h i s  i s  when he went over and picked up 
 
t h e  c h i l d .  Now. I c a n ' t  remember, I d o n ' t  even want t o  say 
 
now, because I d o n ' t  remember. Whether he t a l k e d  t o  some­

body on t h e  ground o r  no t  and he went over and picked up 
 
t he  child--he may have s a i d  something t o  the  people on t h e  
  

. ground and he may n o t  have. He picked up t h e  c h i l d ,  
came back t o  t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  and t h a t  was the  end of t h e  
mission. 
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W e  flew up t o  Quang Ngai. What we d id  from t h e r e ,  I don ' t  
know. We may have gone back t o  Dot t ie  and landed there 
and t o l d  t h e  people what 's  happening, gone back t o  Chu 
Lai  o r  what, I d o n ' t  know. 

Q We th ink  you came back t o  Dott ie  and this 
w a s  j u s t  p r i o r  t o  noon, What happened when you 
landed? 

A .  I b e l i e v e  it w a s  Do t t i e .  I don ' t  even want t o  
venture t o  guess what happened a f t e r  t h a t ,  because a f t e r  
t h a t  the  A C ' s  go t  together .  I assume they went up t o  t a l k  
t o  Major WATKE t o  t a l k  t h i s  t h i n g  ou t .  I don ' t  know f o r  
a f a c t  because I d i d n ' t  go up t h e r e  with them. 

9; What rank were you a t  t h i s  time? 

A. A S i r s t  l i e u t e n a n t ,  s ir .  

9. What w a s  your impression as  t o  what had gone 
on i n  t h i s  v i l l a g e ?  

A. I t h i n k  t h e  letter I wrote t o  my wife  expresses  
it. 

Q - You were very emotional a t  t h a t  time. 

A, I w a s  impressionable.  

Q. Were you a l s o  very emotional? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. These p i l o t s  went o f f .  You d o n ' t  r e c a l l  asking 
  
'them and f i n d i n g  out  who they t a l k e d  t o  and what they d id .  
  
I d o n ' t  understand why you normally wouldn ' t  do t h i s  
  
because you p i l o t s  a r e  c lose .  Why wouldn I t  you have t a l k e d  
  
t o  t h e s e  people later on? 
 

A. They went up t h e r e  and they were going t o  s t a r t ,  
  
I assumed, t h a t  they were going t o  start  t h e i r  i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  
  
They went up t h e r e  and they t o l d  Major WATKE. 
 

Q Why d i d  you th ink  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ?  
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A. They were going t o  go on up t h e  channel .  They 
were r e a l  unhappy. We thought  we had t o  s t a r t  someplace. 
THOMPSON w a s  r e a l  unhappy and w e  thought  he was go ing  
t o  t a k e  it a l l  t h e  way up. I mean he was r e a l l y  mad. W e  
came back on o u r  s h i p  a t  D o t t i e  and t h e n  w e  f l ew back 
around 1200 o r  1230 t o  Chu L a i .  Now, t h i s  i s  when, I 
assumed, t h a t  THOMPSON, t h e  o t h e r  A C ' s  and t h e y  a l l  g o t  up 
t h e r e  and l e f t ,  and they  were go ing  up t o  see Colone l  
HOLLADAY. I assumed t h i s  i s  why I p u t  it i n  t h e  l e t t e r  
I wrote  t o  my w i f e  t h a t  we are t r y i n g  t o  get- ­

Q ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Do you r e c a l l  any more about  
whether t h e y  d i d ,  of  who they  had seen?  

A .  No, sir. No, s i r ,  I d o n ' t .  

Q Did you e v e r  t a l k  t o  Major WATKE about  t h i s ?  

A. No, sir. Not t h a t  I recall ,  no,  sir. 

Q What do you r e c o l l e c t ,  subsequent  t o  t h e  thought  
about  an i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  t h e  t a l k  i n  t h e  company, and what 
went on? 

A. Along what l i n e ,  s i r ?  

Q About t h e  i n c i d e n t  of  16 March. What went on 
l a t e r ?  What d i d  you h e a r  about  t h i s  a f t e r  t h e  1 7 t h ,  t h e  
1 8 t h ,  t h e  rest of  March and A p r i l ?  Anything t h a t  r e l a t e d  
t o  t h i s ?  

A.  I asked THOMPSON a f t e r  he g o t  back. what had 
happened, and he s a y s ,  "We j u s t  went up t h e r e  and w e  
p u t  it i n  d i v i s i o n  ' s hands. " That ' s why I assumed 
t h e y  went up and s a w  Colonel  HOLLADAY. I d o n ' t  know 
i f  they  d i d .  

Q THOMPSON t o l d  you t h e y  had p u t  it i n  d i v i s i o n ' s  
hands? 

A .  Righ t ,  s i r .  T h a t ' s  a l l  w e  heard  about  it. T h a t ' s  
a l l  I remember s ay ing  about  it u n t i l  I g o t  t o  F o r t  
Hood. 
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Q *  Did most of t h e  p i l o t s  and crewmen i n  your com­
pany know about t h i s ?  Was it t a l k e d  about around the  mess? ' 

A. It  w a s  very d e f i n i t e l y  t a l k e d  about .  

Q Was t h i s  common knowledge i n  your company? 
 

A*. Y e s ;  sir,  it was. 
 

Q What was t h i s  common knowledge? What was t h e  
  
t a l k  i n  t h e  company? 

A. The t a l k  was, and t h i s  is  what we had a c t u a l l y  
seen, a bunch of c i v i l i a n s  k i l l e d  by t roops  from the  11th 
Brigade. 

Q Were t h e  terms a t r o c i t y ,  murder, massacre o r  war 
crime, used? 

A. I never heard them used, but  I th ink  t h e  word 
massacre a t  one t i m e  was used. At roc i ty ,  no; war crime, 
no, 

Q- Was massacre used?'a3 
 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q - W a s  t h i s  common knowledge i n  your company? 

Yes, sir,  it w a s .  

Q Do you th ink  Major WATKE as company commander 
would have been aware of t h i s ?  

A. Y e s ,  sir. I be l i eve  he should have been aware 
of it, because it was nothing t h a t  we were t r y i n g  t o  h ide .  
I t  was something we were r e a l  unhappy about.  We d i d n ' t  
f e e l  happy about o r  proud of being a p a r t  of it. 

Q. What kind of company commander was Major WATKE 
i n  r e l a t i o n  t o  h i s  p i l o t s ?  
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A. I w a s n ' t  i n  t h e  company t h a t  long ,  b u t  what 
I s a w  o f  him, he  w a s  a good company commander. W e  used 
t o  p l ay  b r idge  sometimes a t  n i g h t  and he w a s  k ind  of- ­
I wasn' t t h e r e  when he formed up. We j u s t  formed up as 
an aero-scout  company; we w e r e  a s t r a i g h t  gun company p r i o r  
t o  t h a t .  A gun p l a t o o n  of t h e  1 6 1 s t  Avia t ion  Company. H e  
w a s  i n  t h e  p roces s  of t r y i n g  t o  g e t  t h i s  ae ro-scout  con­
c e p t  t aken  care o f .  We d i d n ' t  s ee  him t h a t  much. W e  were 
j u s t  newly formed. H i s  r e l a t i o n s h i p  wi th  o u r  p i l o t s  w a s  
k ind  of a l o o f ,  r e a l l y .  He r e a l l y  wasn 't among us as com­
pany commander. H e  d i d n ' t  do t h a t  much f l y i n g  wi th  us .  
He d i d  some f l y i n g ,  b u t  n o t  t h a t  much f l y i n g .  W e  had a 
L ieu tenan t  LLOYD, a L ieu tenan t  WALKER, myself and L ieu tenan t  
REUTNER, t h e  f o u r  commissioned o f f i c e r s  t h a t  I can recall  
were w i th  t h e  company when I w a s  t h e r e .  L i eu t enan t  LLOYD, 
L ieu tenan t  WALKER had been t h e r e  l onge r  t han  I had. Lieu ­
t e n a n t  REUTNER and myself came i n t o  t h e  count ry  t h e  same 
day. W e  g o t  i n  on 5 February.  We went t o  Vietnam t o g e t h e r .  
Major WATKE wasn ' t  p a r t i c u l a r l y  c l o s e  t o  any of  t h e  w a r r a n t  
o f f i c e r s ,  and he w a s  n o t  real  c l o s e  t o  myself p a r t i c u l a r l y  
because I w a s  new. 

Q:. . How long  d i d  you s t a y  wi th  t h e  company? 

A. I s t a y e d  w i t h  t h e  company, s ir ,  I g o t  t h e r e  on 
1 4  February 1968 and I s t a y e d  t h e r e  u n t i l  6 September 
1968, when I w a s  s h o t  down. 

Q - You w e r e  t h e r e  t h e  e n t i r e  t ime Major WATKE was? 

A. Y e s ,  s i r ,  I was u n t i l  he w a s  s h o t  down o r  he 
went down. 

Q. Major WATKE w a s  ve ry  h igh ly  deco ra t ed .  How d i d  
he g e t  t hose  d e c o r a t i o n s  i f  he wasn ' t  doing much f l y i n g ?  

A. No comment, sir .  I t ' s  n o t  my p l a c e  t o  g i v e  an  
op in ion  on t h i s  s t u f f .  

Q ~ ' dl i k e  your op in ion .  

A. S e r i o u s l y ?  

Q. Y e s .  
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A. Major WATKE went down and I assume t o  t h i s  day, 
and w i l l  t o  my dying day of p l a i n  engine f a i l u r e .  He w a s  
g iven a S i l v e r  S t a r  f o r  eng ine  f a i l u r e .  Our i n f a n t r y  p l a -  
t oon  l e a d e r  a t  t h a t  t i m e  was a L ieu tenan t  APPLE from Bowling 
Green, Ohio. H e  w a s  t o l d  t o  t a k e  h i s  Animals on t h e  ground 
and f i n d  and document ev idence  t h a t  t h e  a i r c r a f t  had been 
s h o t  down. L ieu tenan t  APPLE took  h i s  people  on t h e  ground. 
H e  d i d  n o t  f i n d  any round i n  t h e  a i r c r a f t  t h a t  went down. 
H e  had t o  c a l l  back a sk ing  if on t h e  r o t o r  b l a d e  on t h e  
h e l i c o p t e r  t h e  s e r i a l  number and t h e  name of  it i s  up o r  down. 
H e  found some rounds t h a t  had been lodged i n  t h e r e ,  b u t  
h e  d i d  n o t  f i n d  any evidence t h a t  t h e r e  had been a round 
t aken  i n  t h e  a i r c r a f t .  

Q. What about  t h e  round i n  t h e  r o t o r  b l ade?  I d o n ' t  
unders tand t h a t  about  t h e  ser ia l  number. 

A. W e l l ,  a f t e r  t h e  a i r c r a f t  went down and c rashed  
w e  came i n  and i t ' s  o u r  SOP t o  t r y  and d e s t r o y  t h e  a i r ­
c r a f t .  W e  t r i e d  t o  d e s t r o y  t h e  a i r c r a f t  and we made a 
couple  o f  runs  on it. Then o u r  Animals, w e  c a l l  them 
o u r  Animals, t h e  Cav c a l l  them i t ' s  Blue,  p u t  them on t h e  
ground. T h a t ' s  t h e  reason he  c a l l e d  back and asked which 
way t h e  b l a d e s  are up. If t h e  s e r i a l  number and t h e  name 
of  t h e  b l a d e s  w a s  up o r  down, because t h i s  way h e  could  
g e t  some i d e a  of what happened. I c a n ' t  remember t h e  
way it w a s  now. Anyway, t h e  ev idence  he  found was t h e  
on ly  rounds t h a t  had been t aken  on t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  w e r e  

Cr; 	 	 rounds t h a t  w e  had p u t  i n  it by us because it came i n  
t h e  t o p  of  t h e  b l ades  i n s t e a d  of t h e  bottom of  t h e  b l a d e s .  
T h a t ' s  t h e  r ea son  h e  asked l i k e  t h a t ,  b u t  h e  d i d  n o t  f i n d  
any rounds a t  a l l .  If I remember now, MILLER, was t h e  
c r e w  c h i e f  o r  gunner of  t h e  a i r c r a f t  he  went down i n .  
H e  does n o t  r e c a l l  r e c e i v i n g  f i re .  WYCHOWSKI a t  t h e  pre-  
s e n t  t ime may t h i n k  he took rounds b u t  h e  d i d n ' t  o r i g i n -  
a l l y .  O r i g i n a l l y ,  h e  s a i d  he  d i d n ' t  t h i n k  t h e y  took any 
rounds. A l l  a long ,  t h e  more he  w a s  i n  t h e  h o s p i t a l  t h e  
more h e  s a i d  h e  may have hea rd  some rounds come up. W e  
d i d  n o t  f i n d  any evidence t h a t  t h e  a i r c r a f t  had been s h o t  
down. NOW, t o  g i v e  you a l i t t l e  b i t  of an i d e a ,  WYCHOWSKI 
i s  a ve ry ,  very  ove rconf iden t  p i l o t  w i th  a ve ry ,  very ,  
l i m i t e d  a b i l i t y .  H e  i s  t h e  on ly  man t h a t  I ' v e  e v e r  flown 
w i t h  t h a t  s c a r e s  m e .  They d i d  n o t  f i n d  any ev idence  t h a t  
t h e  a i r c r a f t  was s h o t  down. T h i s  i s  my p e r s o n a l  op in ion ,  s i r .  
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Q Did you ever  t a l k  about t h i s  t o  o t h e r  p i l o t s  
around? Was t h i s  a genera l  f e e l i n g  o r  j u s t  your f e e l i n g ?  

A. Now, a genera l  f e e l i n g  y o u ' r e  t a l k i n g  about it 
a s  a p reva len t  f e e l i n g ?  

Q Y e s .  

A .  To t h e  f r i e n d s  t h a t  I knew, yes ,  it was, t h a t  
was t h e  opinion.  They f e l t  badly because of t h e  f a c t  t h e  
s h i p  had been s h o t  down and Major WATKE was t h e  p e t e r  
p i l o t , "  he was no t  t h e  AC. The AC got  a Purple  Heart and 
Major WATKE got  a S i l v e r  S t a r .  They were r e a l  unhappy 
about t h i s  because t h e  major i ty  of t h e  p i l o t s  i n  any 
a v i a t i o n  u n i t  a r e  warrant  o f f i c e r s  and they were r e a l  
unhappy about t h i s .  They d i d n ' t  f e e l  t h e  s h i p  had been 
s h o t  down. 

Q Do you r e c a l l  Major WATKE ever  g e t t i n g  a corn­
pany toge the r  and t a l k i n g  about t h e  My La i  ( 4 )  i n c i d e n t ?  

A.  DO I r e c a l l ?  No, s i r ,  I d o n ' t .  

Q Did he ever  t e l l  t h e  people not  t o  t a l k  about i t ?  

A. No, sir ,  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l .  
\ 

Q Do you ever  r e c a l l  an assembly of your company 
o r  p a r t s  of t h e  company when somebody came down from d i v i ­
s i o n  and j u s t  g ive  you a l i t t l e  b r i e f i n g  of what t h e  d i v i ­
s i o n  was doing, and mentioning a body count ,  and t h e  people 
g e t t i n g  a l l  upse t  and s t a r t i n g  t o  make comments? 

A. I have another  l e t t e r ' h e r e  and can I read t h i s  
t o  you, j u s t  a l i t t l e  por t ion  of i t ?  You a r e  t a l k i n g  
about t h i s  body count.  

Q. Y e s .  

A .  This  i s  a l e t t e r  I wrote my wife  on 1 9  March 
1968: 

"You remember I t o l d  you about t h e  massacre I 
witnessed. Well, I read a followup s t o r y  i n  
t h e  paper t h e  a r t i c l e  s a i d  I ' q u o t e ,  'American 
t roops  were i n  heavy combat with an unknown 
number of VC. Two Americans were k i l l e d ,  
seven wounded, 128 VC k i l l e d .  " 
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T h a t ' s  t h e  on ly  t h i n g  t h a t  I remember. 

Q. Did you go on t o  make any comment on t h i s ?  

A. I wrote :  "Tha t ' s  a bunch of b u l l .  I saw f o u r  
VC, t h a t  is ,  t h o s e  w i t h  weapons and t h e  amazing t h i n g  
about  t h a t ,  i s  two of them g o t  away. I t  made me s i c k  
t o  watch i t . "  Ev iden t ly  t h e r e  must have been some VC 
t h e r e  b u t  it s l i p p e d  my mind. 

Q e  YOU used t h e  t e r m  "massacre."  

A. I know, sir.  I know, s i r .  

Q. You w e r e  an o f f i c e r .  Having seen  t h i s ,  be ing  
very  unhappy w i t h  it, what h o n e s t l y  u p s e t  you most t o  
t h e  p o i n t  you wro te  your  w i fe?  What d i d  you t h i n k  about  
doing through o f f i c i a l  channe ls?  

A .  W e l l ,  s i r ,  I f e l t  t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  t h a t  w e  
s t a r t e d  on t h e  1 6 t h  a t  Chu L a i - - f i r s t  o f  a l l  I am a  s o l d i e r .  
I do what I am t o l d ,  .and t h i s  t ype  of  case--war o f  any 
s o r t  i s  n o t  p l e a s a n t .  There a r e  going t o  be t h i n g s  
l i k e  t h i s  t o  b e  done and I f e l t  t h i s  was n o t  r e a l l y  r i g h t ,  
b u t  r i g h t  i s  r i g h t  and wrong i s  wrong. I f e l t  t h i s  
was a p a r t  o f  w a r ,  an i n t e g r a l  p a r t  o f  i t ,  t h e y ' l l  never  
get away from it. I j u s t  assume t h i s  w a s  one o f  t h o s e  
t h i n g s .  I was unhappy about  i t ,  y e s ,  b u t  I d i d n ' t  f e e l  
t h i s  was a t y p i c a l  war. I t  w a s  t y p i c a l  i n  a l o t  of  ways. 

Q. You thought  it was a  massacre  from what you 
wro te  your  w i fe .  

A. R igh t ,  sir. 

Q. You t h i n k  t h i s  i s  p a r t  o f  war? 

A. I f e e l  a  t ype  of  t h i n g  l i k e  t h i s - - I  f e e l  every  
man has  a  b reak ing  p o i n t .  A man walks i n t o  a  booby t rap- -  
I can see where people  g e t  a l o t  of h o s t i l i t y  and animosty 
i n  themselves  toward people  j u s t  because they  had people  
walk i n t o  booby t r a p s .  
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They d o n ' t  know where they a r e  going t o  g e t  f i r e d  upon, 
they could g e t  ambushed, they c a n ' t  d i sce rn  between who 
is  VC and who is  n o t  VC. The men g e t  a l i t t l e  b i t  j i t t e r y  
and t h i s  may happen. 

Q. The gunship, Shark, p i l o t s  d o n ' t  run i n t o  booby 
t r a p s  making f i r i n g  passes  on women and c h i l d r e n  on 
a road, Do you cons ider  t h i s  a n a t u r a l  p a r t  of war? 

A .  No, sir .  No, s i r ,  I d o n ' t .  his i s  one of t h e  
th ings  t h a t  I am s t i l l  unhappy about today and always 
w i l l  be unhappy about.  I ' m  a h e l i c o p t e r  p i l o t  and I ' m  
a good p i l o t ,  I f e e l  what I do is r i g h t  and I f e e l  
I had a  mission t o  do. I accomplished the  mission t o  
go out  t h e r e  and t ake  a h e l i c o p t e r  with armament, with 
7.62 and M - 7 1  systems o r  2.75 rockets .  You've g o t  a l o t  
of l e t h a l  power. You can more o r  l e s s  d i c t a t e  who l i v e s  
and d i e s .  I n  t h i s  case they d i d ,  and i t ' s  n o t  r i g h t ,  
i t ' s  n o t  r i g h t .  It d i d n ' t  s e t  r i g h t ,  it never d i d .  I 
have t o l d  and brought it up t o  a few Sharks a t  one time, 
those who were no longer  with the  u n i t .  They were a l l  
shor t t imers  and they are a l l  gone by now. No, sir,  
t h a t  i s  n o t  any i n t e g r a l  p a r t  of war a t  a l l .  

Q - Did you th ink  an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  was being accomp- 
l i s h e d ?  

A. Yes, sir. I assumed it had been s t a r t e d .  Being 
new i n  the  company i n  Vietnam, I saw no reason t o  doubt 
it. 

Q. You s tayed i n  the  company u n t i l  September. Did 
you ever  h e a r  anything about t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ?  Did any- 
body ever  come and g e t  a s ta tement  from you? 

A. Nobody g o t  a s ta tement  from anybody t h a t  I 
knew. Now, I heard something someplace, and I c a n ' t  
remember whether it w a s  a f t e r  I got  back t o  the  S t a t e s  
o r  whether I heard it i n  Vietnam, of an i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  
Colonel BARKER had been c a l l e d  i n  and they t a l k e d  t o  him 
about the  i n c i d e n t .  I d o n ' t  know who t o l d  m e .  I won't  
even say anything. 
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Q - You have a s ta tement  i n  h e r e ,  i n  t h i s  l e t t e r  
of 16 March, " the  Shark, a notorious k i l l e r  of c i v i l i a n s  ." 
What made you w r i t e  t h a t ?  What made you t h i n k  t h a t ?  

A. I t  w a s  j u s t  the  word of mouth when I go t  i n  
the re .  I go t  i n  t h e r e  and I w a s  with some Scorpions 
and they were t a l k i n g  about--I heard th ings .  I had 
n o t  been i n  t h e  country long enough t o  see  any of t h i s .  
This i s  what I was t o l d ,  "You've got  t o  watch o u t  
f o r  t h e  Sharks and the  Muskets. Man, t h e s e  guys a r e  
r e a l l y  bad. Anybody t h a t  walks i s  f a i r  game t o  them. " 

T h a t ' s  why I put  "notorious.  " 

Q - Do you have any personal  knowledge of the  
Sharks doing any unnecessary k i l l i n g ?  

A. Outside of t h i s ,  no, sir. 

Q I v~zuldl i k e  t o  admit t h i s  second l e t t e r  dated 
19 March, w r i t t e n  by Captain LIVINGSTON t o  h i s  wife.  I 
would l i k e  t o  submit t h a t  as  evidence. 

RCDR : This l e t t e r  from Captain LIVINGSTON t o  h i s  
wife  da ted  19 March 1968 is  admitted i n t o  evidence a s  
M-22. 
 

LTC PATTERSON: I n  an e f f o r t  t o  pin down t h e  t i m e s  a 
l i t t l e  b i t ,  t h e r e  a r e  a couple o t h e r  i n c i d e n t s  t h a t  
I would l i k e  t o  t e l l  you about t h a t  occurred and see  
i f  you can r e c a l l  see ing  them. 

F i r s t  o f f ,  you mentioned i n  your l e t t e r  t h a t  
you only saw four  VC K I A  on t h a t  day. Do you r e c a l l  
where you s a w  them? 

A. NO, s i r ,  I c a n ' t .  A s  I s a i d  i n  my s ta tement ,  
I d id  n o t  read  these  l e t t e r s  before I came i n  and I d o n ' t  
remember t h e  four  VC. Now, we g e t  t a l k i n g  about t h i s  
t h i n g  I s tar t  r e c a l l i n g  these  two t o  the  south of the  
v i l l a g e  with weapons. Two of them go t  away. I th ink  
t h e  Skeeter  followed two VC t o  the  south of the  v i l l a g e ,  
and he go t  away from the  Skeeter ,  t he  two people got  away. 
The exac t  l o c a t i o n  I d o n ' t  know. Tha t ' s  why I s a i d  four  
VC. Evident ly,  t h e r e  must have been two k i l l e d  and two 
go t  away. 
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COL FRANKLIN : Could t h i s  have been around H i l l  85? 

A.  Yes, it poss ib ly  could have been around H i l l  85. 

LTC PATTERSON: Do you r e c a l l ,  a f t e r  you saw a l l  of these  
bodies along Highway 521 down t h e r e ,  see ing  any c i v i l i a n s  
down t h e r e  walking down the road? Were t h e r e  any more l i v e  
c i v i l i a n s ? 

A. S c a t t e r e d  t roops t o  the  b e s t  of my knowledge, 
sir. 

Q - Do you r e c a l l  an i n c i d e n t  where e i t h e r  you 
o r  your o t h e r  gunship went down low and t r i e d  t o  se ­
p a r a t e  from a l a r g e  group a couple of c i v i l i a n s  o r  a 
couple of mi l i ta ry-age  males? 

A .  No, sir.  I d o n ' t ,  

Q. W e  have testimony t h a t  t h e r e  were a couple segra-  
gated from a l a r g e  group of c i v i l i a n s  along t h e  road, 521. a.

The h e l i c o p t e r  was hovering low, t r y i n g  t o  s e p a r a t e  them, 
 

and they took of f  t h e i r  s h i r t s ,  these  two mi l i ta ry-age  
  

males. A l i t t l e  b i t  l a t e r  a C&C s h i p  came i n  and pol iced  
t h e s e  fe l lows up, and took of f  with them. Do you r e c a l l  
any i n c i d e n t  l i k e  t h a t ?  

A. No, sir, I d o n ' t  remember a  Charl ie-Charl ie  
sh ip  coming down t o  pick them up. Now, the  way you a r e  
t a l k i n g  about ,  it may have poss ib ly  been M r .  MILLIANS 
t h a t  would have done something l i k e  t h i s .  H e  had a 
tendency t o  hover down. 

Q - To hover a t  low l e v e l ?  

A. yes ,  sir. 

Q. Do you recall see ing  any h e l i c o p t e r s  o t h e r  
than M r .  THOMPSON'S land  i n  o r  around My Lai  ( 4 ) ? 

A. No, sir. I d o n ' t .  

Q. Do you r e c a l l  any dus tof f  of any s o r t ?  
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A. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l ,  no, sir .  

Q - To the b e s t  of your r e c o l l e c t i o n ,  t h e  t i m e  
t h a t  you escor ted  M r .  THOMPSON t o  the  h o s p i t a l  a t  Quang 
Ngai do you have any f e e l  f o r  what t i m e  t h a t  may have 
been, based on such th ings  as  your e a t i n g  times? 

A. I would give the  time roughly around 1130 o r  
something l i k e  this,  because it seemed l i k e  we went 
s t r a i g h t  back t o  Dot t ie  and went back t o  Chu Lai  a f t e r  
w e  landed t h e r e .  I assume, roughly, around 1130. 

Q. And you say then you went back t o  Chu Lai? 

A. No, sir.  W e  were low on f u e l  because we had 
been on s t a t i o n .  W e  would had t o  have gone back t o  Dot t i e .  

Q. De you r e c a l l  being low on f u e l ?  

A. No, s ir .  

Q. You d o n ' t  r e c a l l  p a r t i c i p a t i n g  i n  covering 
the  Animals landing  on H i l l  85? 

A. I don ' t .  

Q. What time would you say you saw M r .  THOMPSON 
land? 

A. Well, I Id 'say around 1 1 0 0  hours .  

Q. Did you s e e  him land any o t h e r  time? Did he 
only go on t h e  ground one time? 

A. Not t h a t  I can r e c a l l ,  sir.  
  


COL FRANKLIN: The hear ing  w i l l  be recessed .  
  


(The hearing recessed  a t  1 0 4 9  hours ,  
12 .January 1970.) 
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SUMMARY OF TESTIMONY 

WITNESS: LLOYD, Barry  C.  

DATE OF TESTIMONY: 12 Janua ry  1970 

PLACE OF TESTIMONY: Pentagon 

WITNESS SUSPECTED OF: N/A 

COUNSEL: None 

DUTY ASSIGNMENT ON 16 MARCH 1968: S c o u t  S e c t i o n  Leade r ,  
Aero-Scout Company, 123d A v i a t i o n  B a t t a l i o n .  

1. PREOPERATIONAL PLANS AND BRIEFINGS. 

The pr imary  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  o f  t h e  a e r o - s c o u t s  
w a s  t o  f l y  advance r e c o n n a i s s a n c e  f o r  t h e  ground e l emen t s  
which were sweeping (pg .  3 ) .  A t  t h e i r  b r i e f i n g  t h e  s c o u t s  
w e r e  t o l d  t h a t  t h e r e  would b e  an  a r t i l l e r y  and a gunsh ip  
p r e p a r a t i o n  and t h e n  t h e  t r o o p s  would be  i n s e r t e d  and would 
sweep th rough  t h e  area (pg. 2 3 ) .  The w i t n e s s  f u r t h e r  
t e s t i f i e d  t h a t  t h e i r  m i s s i o n  w a s  t o  p r o v i d e  r e c o n n a i s s a n c e  
i n  advance o f  t h e  l e a d  e lement  (pg .  2 3 ) .  

2 .  ACTION OF THE AERO-SCOUTS DURING THE ASSAULT ON MY LAI. 

a .  Problems w i t h  t h e  a i r c r a f t .  

The w i t n e s s  t e s t i f i e d  t h a t  h i s  s h i p  d i d  n o t  r e a c h  
t h e  area o f  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  u n t i l  t h e  a f t e r n o o n  because  o f  
main tenance  problems (pgs. 4 ,  5 )  . M r .  THOMPSON ' s s h i p  
had been i n  t h e  area i n  t h e  morning b u t  had s u f f e r e d  a b l a d e  
s t r i k e .  The w i t n e s s  r e l a t e d  t h a t  he  m e t  THOMPSON a t  LZ 
D o t t i e ,  where h e  had gone t o  d i s c o v e r  how t h e  o p e r a t i o n  was 
going  and  where THOMPSON had l anded  as a r e s u l t  o f  t h e  
minor a c c i d e n t  (pgs . 4 ,  5 )  . 

b.  Witness  ' a c t i o n s  on  t h e  1 6 t h .  

The w i t n e s s  s t a t e d  t h a t  h e  a r r i v e d  o v e r  t h e  
o p e r a t i o n a l  area i n  t h e  a f t e r n o o n  and  t h a t  when he  a r r i v e d  
h e  n o t e d  t h a t  t h e  t r o o p s  had swept  t h rough  t h e  v i l l a g e  
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and were beginning t o  congregate(pgs .  1 5 ,  1 7 ) .  From t h e  
w i t n e s s '  l o c a t i o n  he could  s e e  no b o d i e s ,  b u t  could  see 
columns o f  smoke r i s i n g  from t h e  a r e a  (pgs. 16-18) . 
3 .  REPORTING OF THOMPSON'S OBSERVATIONS. 

a .  Meeting w i t h  THOMPSON. 

When t h e  w i t n e s s  met M r .  THOMPSON a t  Landing Zone 
D o t t i e  ( p a r .  2 . a . ,  s u p r a ) ,  he s t a t e d  t h a t  THOMPSON 
exp la ined  t o  him t h a t  had landed and spoke t o  someoEon 
t h e  ground i n  o r d e r  t o  p r e v e n t  some c h i l d r e n  from be ing  
k i l l e d  (pgs.  6 ,  7 ) .  The w i t n e s s  noted  t h a t  he  appeared 
very  u p s e t  (pg.  7 ) .  The w i t n e s s  added t h a t  he unders tood 
t h a t  THOMPSON had c o n t a c t  wi th  t h e  ground t r o o p s  by r a d i o ,  
b u t  t h a t  t h e  ground t r o o p s  d i d  n o t  seem t o  heed him ( p g . 8 ) .  
THOMPSON e v i d e n t l y  f e l t  t h a t  t h e  U.S. f o r c e s  w e r e  going t o  
k i l l  t h e s e  people  and he w a s  very  u p s e t  by t h a t  p r o s p e c t  
(pg .  9 ) .  The w i t n e s s  f u r t h e r  recounted  t h a t  THOMPSON was 
very angry a t  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  t h a t  t h e s e  c i v i l i a n s  would 
be k i l l e d  (pg.  1 2 ) ,  and t h e  w i t n e s s  i n f e r r e d  t h a t  THOMPSON 
had seen  some k i l l i n g  (pg.  9 ) .  The w i t n e s s  a l s o  r e c a l l e d  
t h a t  he had been t o l d  a t  t h a t  t i m e  t h a t  t h e  gunships  o f  t h e  
o t h e r  a v i a t i o n  element  which had suppor ted  t h e  l and ing  of  
t h e  t r o o p s  had used unneeded f i r epower ,  and f i r e d  
i n d i s c r i m i n a t e l y  a t  s u s p e c t e d  t a r g e t s  (pgs .  25 ,  2 6 ) ;  f i r e s  
had e v i d e n t l y  been s t a r t e d  by r o c k e t  f i r e  (pg. 2 6 ) .  

b .  THOMPSON'S meeting wi th  Major WATKE. 

The w i t n e s s  accompanied THOMPSON t o  t h e  a v i a t i o n  van 
a t  LZ ~ o t t i e  where he spoke t o  Major WATKE (pg. 9 ) .  THOMPSON 
r e l a t e d  t h e  in fo rmat ion  about  what he had seen  t o  WATKE 
and he was t o l d  by WATKE t h a t  he  would look i n t o  t h e  
s i t u a t i o n  (pg. 1 2 ) .  

c .  L a t e r  d i s c u s s i o n s  wi th  Maior WATKE. 

The w i t n e s s  s t a t e d  t h a t  when THOMPSON had l e f t  t h e  
van a f t e r  r e p o r t i n g  what he had s e e n ,  he and Major WATKE 
commented on how angry THOMPSON had been (pg.  1 9 ) .  This  
was t h e  l a s t  t i m e  t h e  w i t n e s s  cou ld  recall t h e  i n c i d e n t  
be ing d i s c u s s e d  w i t h  Major WATKE (pg. 2 1 ) .  

d .  Other  d i s c u s s i o n s .  

The w i t n e s s  s t a t e d  t h a t  he overheard  THOMPSON d i s c u s s  
what he had seen  w i t h  M r .  GUALTIER, ano the r  LOH p i l o t ,  b u t  
r e c a l l e d  no f u r t h e r  c o n v e r s a t i o n s  about  t h e  i n c i d e n t  ( p g . 2 0 ) .  
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e .  Other  checks on t h e  o p e r a t i o n .  

The w i t n e s s  s t a t e d  t h a t  he p e r s o n a l l y  checked a t  t h e  
b a t t a l i o n  o p e r a t i o n s  s e c t i o n  some two days l a t e r  and t h e r e  
had been no r e p o r t s  f i l e d  on t h e  o p e r a t i o n  (pgs.  1 4 ,  21) , 

4 .  OTHER INFORMATION. 

a .  The w i t n e s s  s t a t e d  t h a t  he had been t h e  awards 
o f f i c e r  f o r  h i s  u n i t ,  a s  w e l l  a s  THOMPSON'S immediate 
s u p e r v i s o r  and had n o t  p u t  THOMPSON i n  f o r  an award a s  a 
r e s u l t  o f  h i s  a c t i o n s .  H e  s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e  Dis t ingu i shed  
F ly ing  Cross was t o  be awarded f o r  h e r o i c  a c t s  i n  t h e  f a c e  
of  h o s t i l e  f i r e ,  and t h a t  a l though THOMPSON'S a c t i o n s  were 
h e r o i c ,  t h e r e  was no h o s t i l e  a c t i o n  (pg.  2 2 ) .  

b .  The w i t n e s s  s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e r e  w e r e  rumors around 
h i s  o u t f i t  about  t h e  Shark company be ing  i n d i s c r i m i n a t e  i n  
what o r  who they  f i r e d  upon (pg. 27) . 
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MAP-5 Map 6739 I1 (small scale) Shown to witness. 16 
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SUMMARY OF RECALL TESTIMONY 

WITNESS: LLOYD, Barry C .  

DATE O F  TESTIMONY: 1 2  January  1970 

PLACE OF TESTIMONY: Pentagon 

WITNESS SUSPECTED OF: N/A 

COUNSEL : None 

ASSIGNMENT ON 16 MARCH 1968 :  Scout  S e c t i o n  Leader ,  
Aero-Scout Company, 123d Avia t ion  B a t t a l i o n .  

1. MR. THOMPSON'S ACCOUNT OF HIS OBSERVATIONS OVER 
MY L A I .  

a .  M r .  THOMPSON'S account  t o  t h e  w i t n e s s .  

(1) Circumstances . 
The w i t n e s s  s t a t e d  he a r r i v e d  a t  LZ D o t t i e  

around noon o r  s l i g h t l y  t h e r e a f t e r  (pgs.  30, 3 5 ) .  On h i s  
way t o  t h e  van he met M r .  THOMPSON who t o l d  him o f  s e v e r a l  
i n c i d e n t s  t h a t  he  had observed on t h a t  morning (pg. 3 0 ) .  
Tne w i t n e s s  was u n c l e a r  whether he saw THOMPSON b e f o r e  o r  
a f t e r  THOMPSON~S a s t r i k e 
h e l i c o p t e r  had s u f f e r e d  b lade  
  
(pg. 3 6 ) .  
  


( 2 )  Substance.  

Two m a t t e r s  t h a t  s t a n d  o u t  i n  t h e  w i t n e s s '  
mind a r e  t h a t  THOMPSON s a i d  t h e r e  w a s  n e e d l e s s  shoot ing ,  
o r  n e e d l e s s  k i l l i n g , g o i n g  on and THOMPSON'S account  o f  
t h e  t h r e e  boys i n  a s p i d e r  h o l e  t h a t  he had observed.  
THOMPSON landed and t o l d  t h e  ground t r o o p s  t h a t  he could  
g e t  t h e  boys o u t  o f  t h e  s p i d e r  h o l e  wi thou t  them having 
t o  throw a grenade i n t o  t h e  h o l e  (pg. 3 1 ) .  Although 
THOMPSON d i d  n o t  g i v e  a s p e c i f i c  number o f  b o d i e s ,  t h e  
w i t n e s s  s t a t e d  hi.s impress ion  .was  t h a t  t h e r e  were a  couple 
of  dozen. THOMPSON on ly  s a i d  t h e r e  w e r e  a l o t  of  bod ies  
(pg. 3 4 ) .  The w i t n e s s  r e c a l l e d  THOMPSON recoun t ing  an 
i n c i d e n t  i n v o l v i n g  a c o n f r o n t a t i o n  between h imsel f  and one 
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o f  t h e  ground l e a d e r s  (pg.  3 3 ) .  The w i t n e s s  t e s t i f i e d  
t h a t  THOMPSON had t h e  i m p r e s s i o n  t h a t  t h i s  was a s e r g e a n t  
(pg.  3 3 ) .  THOMPSON had l a n d e d  h i s  h e l i c o p t e r  and t o l d  t h i s  
man t h a t  he  wanted t h e  s h o o t i n g  s t o p p e d  o r  h e  would r e p o r t  
i t .  The w i t n e s s  had t h e  i m p r e s s i o n  t h a t  t h i s  man w a s  cjoing 
t o  k i l l  t h e  c h i l d r e n  t h a t  were s e e n  i n  t h e  s p i d e r  h o l e  
( p g s .  31,  3 5 ) .  The w i t n e s s  s t a t e d  t h a t  THOMPSON s a i d  t h a t  
t h e  s e r g e a n t  t o l d  him t o  g e t  back i n t o  h i s  h e l i c o p t e r  and 
mind h i s  own b u s i n e s s  o r  someth ing  t o  t h a t  ~ f f e c t  ( p g s .  31,  
35)  . The w i t n e s s  t e s t i f i e d  t h a t  h e  c o u l d  n o t  r e c a l l  
M r .  THOMPSON men t ion ing  a n y t h i n g  a b o u t  s e e i n g  b o d i e s  i n  a 
d i t c h ,  s e e i n g  one p e r s o n  s h o o t  any i n d i v i d u a l s ,  e v a c u a t i n g  
any c h i l d r e n ,  h a v i n g  h i s  crew t r a i n  t h e i r  guns on t h e  ground 
t r o o p s ,  h a v i n g  a c o n f r o n t a t i o n  w i t h  a l i e u t e n a n t  on t h e  
ground,  o r  men t ion ing  any s p e c i f i c  number o f  v i c t i m s  
(pys. 31, 32,  40-42) . The w i t n e s s  d i d  a l l o w  t h a t  THOMPSON 

may have had a c o n v e r s a t i o n  w i t h  someone e lse  p r i o r  t o  
t a l k i n g  t o  him (pg. 4 0 ) .  

b .  THOMPSON'S a c c o u n t  t o  WATKE. 

(1) Ci rcums tances .  

The w i t n e s s  s t a t e d  t h a t  h e  a r r i v e d  a t  Landing 
Zone D o t t i e  p r i o r  t o  THOMPSON and accompanied him t o  t h e  
van (pg .  4 6 ) .  When THOMPSON a r r i v e d  i n  t h e  v a n ,  he  
r e l a t e d  t h e  same m a t t e r s  t o  Major WATKE t h a t  he  had t o l d  
t h e  w i t n e s s  (pg.  3 2 ) .  THOMPSON seemed t o  g i v e  s l i g h t l y  
more emphasis  t h e r e  on how u p s e t  he  was a b o u t  t h e  amount o f  
s h o o t i n g  go ing  on i n  t h e  My L a i  a r e a l a n d  a b o u t  how u p s e t  
h e  was t h a t  t h e  t h r e e  c h i l d r e n  were e v i d e n t l y  go ing  t o  b e  
k i l l e d  by t h e  U.S. f o r c e s  (pgs .  32,  3 3 ) .  The w i t n e s s  
r e l a t e d  t h a t  WATKE l i s t e n e d  i n t e n t l y  t o  what  THOMPSON s a i d  
and asked him q u e s t i o n s  abou t  i t .  H e  d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  WATKE 
making any w r i t t e n  n o t e s  ( p g s .  3 9 ,  40)  . The w i t n e s s  s t a t e d  
t h a t  p o s s i b l y  a S p e c i a l i s t  KUBERT and C a p t a i n  FLYNN may have 
been  i n  t h e  van a t  t h a t  t i m e  ( pgs .  38 ,  3 9 ) .  H e  s t a t e d  t h a t  
h e  d i d  reca l l  Major WATKE a s k i n g  t o  speak  t o  THOMPSON i n  
y r i v a t e  and  d i r e c t i n g  t h e  e n l i s t e d  p e o p l e  t o  l e a v e  ( p g . 4 4 ) .  
The w i t n e s s  s t a t e d  f u r t h e r  t h a t  THOMPSON remained i n  t h e  van 
s p e a k i n g  w i t h  WATKE when h e  l e f t  t o  go and check on t h e  
h e l i c o p t e r s  ( p g s .  43-45) . 

( 2 )  Subs t ance .  

The w i t n e s s  r e l a t e d  t h a t  THOMPSON t o l d  WATKE 
p r i m a r i l y  what k had a l r e a d y  t o l d  him ( p g s . 3 2 , 3 4 , 4 0 ) .  He r e ­
c a l l e d  t h a t  WATKE asked  THOMPSON a b o u t  h i s  accoun t  of t h e  
s h o o t i n g  and  THOMPSON r e p l i e d  t h a t  e v i d e n t l y  a l o t  o f  c i v i l i a n s  
were b e i n g  k i l l e d  (pg.  4 2 ) .  The w i t n e s s  n o t e d  t h a t  h e  had no 
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r e c o l l e c t i o n  of THOMPSON t e l l i n g  WATKE about  s e e i n g  bod ies  
i n  a d i t c h ,  about  s e e i n g  an o f f i c e r  s h o o t  a  c h i l d ,  o r  about  
a c o n f r o n t a t i o n  wi th  a l i e u t e n a n t  (pgs .  33, 34, 40, 4 1 ) .  
The w i t n e s s  admit ted  t h a t  he  may have t o l d  t h i s  t o  WATKE, 
a l though h e  d i d  n o t  remember i t  (pg.  4 1 ) .  The w i t n e s s  
added t h a t  WATKE s t a t e d  " I ' l l  look i n t o  t h i s "  o r  something 
t o  t h a t  e f f e c t  (pg. 42) . 
2 .  RESULT OF T W S O N ' S  OBSERVATIONS. 

a .  Mission r e p o r t .  

The w i t n e s s  r e l a t e d  t h a t  miss ion  r e p o r t s  were 
completed and t u r n e d  i n  t o  t h e  o p e r a t i o n s  s p e c i a l i s t  a t  
Chu La i  i n  t h e  form o f  i n d i v i d u a l  s e c t i o n  r e p o r t s  
(pgs .  53, 5 5 ) .  The w i t n e s s  b e l i e v e d  t h a t  t h e s e  miss ion  
r e p o r t s  were f i l e d  and reviewed by someone i n  t h e  b a t t a l i o n  
S2 s e c t i o n  (pg. 5 5 ) .  H e  t e s t i f i e d  t h a t  he and THOMPSON 
completed a  miss ion  r e p o r t  t h a t  inc luded  M r .  THOMPSON'S 
o b s e r v a t i o n s  (pgs .  5 0 ,  5 1 ) .  The f i r s t  p a r t  o f  t h e  miss ion  
r e p o r t  was f i l l e d  o u t  by THOMPSON who noted  t h a t  ground 
t r o o p s  were doing n e e d l e s s  shoo t ing  and mentioned t h a t  
c i v i l i a n s  were be ing  k i l l e d  (pgs.  51-53).  The w i t n e s s  
a s s e r t e d  t h a t  he completed t h i s  miss ion  r e p o r t  upon h i s  
r e t u r n  t o  Chu L a i .  The w i t n e s s  noted  t h a t  he marked t h e s e  
p a r t i c u l a r  o b s e r v a t i o n s  of  THOMPSON s o  t h a t  they  would be 
no ted  by whoever reviewed t h e  miss ion  r e p o r t s  (pgs.  51, 
5 2 ) .  

b .  Conversa t ions  concerning t h e  i n c i d e n t  between 
t h e  w i t n e s s  and Major WATKE. 

The w i t n e s s  s t a t e d  t h a t  he lad a conversa t ion  w i t h  
Major WATKE l a t e r  t h a t  a f t e rnoon  concerning THOMPSON'S 
r e p o r t .  WATKE s t a t e d  t h a t  t h i s  m a t t e r  would have t o  b e  
looked i n t o  and noted  t h a t  he w a s  p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n t e r e s t e d  
i n  t h e  absence o f  coopera t imbe tween  t h e  ground and a i r  
t r o o p s  (pgs .  48, 4 9 ) .  The w i t n e s s  d e c l a r e d  t h a t  he cou ld  
r e c a l l  only  one o t h e r  conversa t ion  wi th  Major WATKE concerning 
t h e  i n c i d e n t .  WATKE s t a t e d  a t  t h a t  t i m e  t h a t  t h i s  was a 
bad s i t u a t i o n  (pg. 5 0 ) .  H e  r e c a l l e d  WATKE t e l l i n g  him a t  
some t i m e  t h a t  Task Force Barker  people  were i n v e s t i g a t i n g  
t h e  i n c i d e n t  and rumors were a l s o  c i r c u l a t i n g  t o  t h a t  
e f f e c t  (pgs. 57 ,  58) . The w i t n e s s  o f f e r e d  t h a t  WATKE was 
r a t h e r  coo l  about  e v e r y t h i n g , i n c l u d i n g  THOMPSON'S s t o r y ,  
a l though  he  d i d  show concern about  it (pg. 6 0 ) .  
The w i t n e s s  a v e r r e d  t h a t  he  d i d  n o t  p r e s s  t h e  m a t t e r  w i t h  
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WATKE, s i n c e  he heard  i t  was being i n v e s t i g a t e d  (pg. 57)  . 
c. The w i t n e s s '  i n q u i r y  a t  b a t t a l i o n  l e v e l .  

The w i t n e s s  s t a t e d  t h a t  a t  one t i m e  he checked 
on THOMPSON'S r e p o r t  w i t h  t h e  s p e c i a l i s t  a t  b a t t a l i o n  
S2. He had hea rd  no th ing  and t h e  w i t n e s s  d i d  n o t  t a k e  
t h e  matter up w i t h  any o f f i c e r s  (pgs.55,  5 6 ) .  He s t a t e d  
t h a t  he d i d  n o t  f e e l  t h a t  h e  should  bypass WATKE and go 
d i r e c t l y  t o  b a t t a l i o n ;  t h e r e f o r e , h e  d i d  n o t  p r e s s  t h e  
m a t t e r  there (pg.  57) . 
3 .  INVESTIGATION d~ THE I N C I D E N T .  

The w i t n e s s  d e c l a r e d  t h a t  he  had hea rd  rumors t h a t  
Colonel  BARKER had been informed o f  THOMPSON'S r e p o r t  
and t h a t  pe r sonne l  from Task Force Barker  were conducting 
an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  (pgs.  57, 5 8 ) .  He r e c a l l e d  some two t o  
f i v e  days a f t e r  THOMPSON'S o r i g i n a l  r e p o r t ,  THOMPSON made 
a s p e c i a l  t r i p  t o  be in te rv iewed  about  t h e  i n c i d e n t .  When 
THOMPSON r e t u r n e d ,  he  t o l d  LLOYD t h a t  he had spoken t o  a 
member o f  t h e  ground u n i t  i n  t h e  p resence  o f  a  member of 
t h e  a v i a t i o n  u n i t .  THOMPSON added t h a t  he w a s  n o t  supposed 
t o  speak about  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  t o  anyone e l s e  (pgs.  5 9 , 6 0 ) .  

4 .  OTHER INFORMATION. 

a .  The w i t n e s s '  op in ion  of THOMPSON. 

The w i t n e s s  s t a t e d  t h a t  THOMPSON had a tendency t o  
i n f l a t e  t h i n g s  and he h imsel f  d i d  n o t  b e l i e v e  t h e  s e r i o u s n e s s  
of THOMPSON'S r e p o r t  o r i g i n a l l y  (pgs .  62, 6 3 ) .  However, l a t e r  
t h e  w i t n e s s  heard  o t h e r  p i l o t s  speaking abou t  i n d i s c r i m i n a t e  
f i r i n g  d u r i n g  t h e  o p e r a t i o n .  The w i t n e s s  s t a t e d  t h a t  when 
he  hea rd  t h i s ,  he no l o n g e r  doubted THOMPSON'S s t o r y  a t  a l l  
(pgs .  63,  6 4 ) .  

b. Conversa t ions  abou t  o p e r a t i o n s .  

The w i t n e s s  r e c a l l e d  t h a t  most miss ions  were 
f a i r l y  secret, t h a t  i s ,  they  were spoken about  o n l y  by 
t h o s e  d i r e c t l y  involved.  H e  noted  t h a t  o p e r a t i o n s  were n o t  
normally a t o p i c  of d i s c u s s i o n  a t  t h e  o f f i c e r s '  c l u b  
(pg. 6 0 ) .  
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(The hear ing  reconvened a t  1358 hours ,  1 2  January 
1970.) 

MR WEST: The hear ing  w i l l  come t o  o rde r .  

RCDR : The fol lowing named persons a r e  p r e s e n t :  MR WEST, 
MR WALSH, LTC PATTERSON, and MAJ COOP. 

The next  witness  i s  M r .  Barry C. LLOYD. 

(MR LLOYD was c a l l e d  as  a wi tness ,  was sworn, 
and t e s t i f i e d  as follows :) 

S t a t e  your f u l l  name, occupation, and res idence .  

A .  Barry Chamberlain Lloyd, Captain,  AUS, r e t i r e d ;  
p resen t  occupat ion,  co l l ege  s tuden t .  My res idence  is 181 
F r i s b i e  Court, Apartment 6, Concord, C a l i f o r n i a .  

MR WEST: M r .  LLOYD, before  we g e t  i n t o  any ques t ions ,  I 
want t o  g ive  ysu some genera l  information about t h e  na tu re  
of t h i s  inqui ry .  

This i n v e s t i g a t i o n  was d i r e c t e d  j o i n t l y  by t h e  
Sec re ta ry  of the  Anny and t h e  Chief of S t a f f  of t h e  Army f o r  
the  purpose of determining f a c t s  and making f ind ings  and 
recommendations concerning two mat ters :  

(1) t h e  adequacy of p r i o r  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  t h a t  
were made i n t o  what i s  now commonly r e f e r r e d  t o  as the  
My Lai i n c i d e n t  of 16 March 1968, and 

( 2 )  p o s s i b l e  suppression o r  withholding of 
information by any person who had a duty t o  r e p o r t  and t o  
f u r n i s h  information concerning t h i s  i n c i d e n t .  I n  o t h e r  
words, whether t h e r e  was a coverup. 

W e  a r e  n o t  a t tempting t o  i n v e s t i g a t e  a l l  f a c t s  and 
circumstances as  t o  what  happened a t  My Lai .  For 
example, we a r e  n o t  d i r e c t l y  concerned wi th  t h e  p o s s i b l e  ­
cr iminal  c u l p a b i l i t y  of i n d i v i d u a l s  f o r  something t h a t  
they may have done i n  the  v i l l a g e  t h a t  morning. 

We have had made a v a i l a b l e  t o  us and we have re­
viewed p r i o r  o f f i c i a l  s ta tements  obtained i n  o t h e r  o f f i c i a l  
i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  of the  My Lai i n c i d e n t .  
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A s  f a r  as  I am aware, you have n o t  made a p r i o r  
s ta tement  concerning t h i s .  

A. No, sir. 

Q- The testimony w i l l  taken under oa th .  A 
verbatim t r a n s c r i p t  w i l l  be prepared, and a  tape  record ­
i ng  i s  being made i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  the  notes  being taken 
by the  recorder .  

The genera l  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  of our r e p o r t  w i l l  be 
conf iden t i a l .  However, it is  p o s s i b l e  t h a t  the  testimony, 
o r  p a r t s  of it, may l a t e r  become a mat ter  of pub l i c  know­
ledge. 

We reques t  t h a t  you not  d iscuss  your testimony 
here  with o t h e r s ,  inc luding  o t h e r  wi tnesses  f o r  t h i s  in ­
v e s t i g a t i o n ,  except  as  you may be requ i red  t o  do i f  you 
subsequently appear before  a competent.administrative, 
l e g i s l a t i v e ,  o r  j u d i c i a l  body. 

Q. M r .  LLOYD, were you a member of the  United S t a t e s  
Army on 1 6  March 1968? 

A. Y e s ,  s ir ,  I was. 

Q. When were you r e t i r e d ?  

A. I was r e t i r e d  on 1 May 1969. 

Q What was you duty assignment on 1 6  March 1968, 
and your o u t f i t ?  

A. My u n i t  of assignment was the  aero-scout corn­
pany of t h e  123d Aviat ion B a t t a l i o n ,  Americzl Divis ion.  
My u n i t  assignment w a s  t he  s e c t i o n  l eader  of the  scou t  
sec t ion .  

LTC PATTERSON: Who w a s  your company commander on 1 6  
March 1968? 

A.  The company commander a t  t h a t  time was Major 
Frederick WATXE . 
Q - And t h e  execut ive  o f f i c e r ?  

A. The execut ive  o f f i c e r  was Major Clyde WILSON. 
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Q a Do you r e c a l l  the  names, perhaps,  of the  ind iv idua l s  
wi th in  t h e  LOH s e c t i o n ,  B/123, on 16 March 1968? 

A, Yes, s ir ,  I do. I remember t h e  names of the  p i l o t s ,  
no t  t h e  crew c h i e f s .  

Q Would you p lease  s ta te  them? 

A. . Warrant Of f i ce r  Hugh THOMPSON, Warrant O f f i c e r  
Joseph GUALTIER, myself ,  and Lieutenant  William STAFFA, 
who had j u s t  joined the  s e c t i o n  a t  the  t ime, and t h a t ' s  
the  only ones I remember. 

Q Do you r e c a l l  whether o r  no t  M r .  KELLENBENZ was 
i n  the  s e c t i o n  a t  t h a t  time? 

A, No, s ir .  I do n o t  r e c o l l e c t  M r .  KELLENBENZ being 
i n  t h e  s e c t i o n  a t  t h a t  time. 

Q How many LOH a i r c r a f t  d i d  you have? 

A. A t  t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  t ime,  s i r ,  we had two. 

Q - Do you r e c a l l  f l y i n g  i n  support  of t h e  aero-scout 
mission on 1 6  March 1968? 

A. To the  b e s t  of my knowledge, yes ,  sir.  

Q. Would you s t a t e  what type of suppor t  it was t h a t  
y ~ uwere doing? 

A. I t  w a s  an advance recon f o r  the  ground elements 
t h a t  were making a sweep through the  v i l l a g e .  

Q. Did you personal ly  f l y ?  

A. Yes, sir.  

Q. On 16 March? 

A. Yes, sir. I might add, s i r ,  I checked my personal  
copy of my DD 759, and it d id  n o t  r e f l e c t  t h a t  I flew 
on t h a t  day; however, I remember having gone down i n  the  
af te rnoon and flown one sh ip .  

Q. I n  the af ternoon? 

A. Y e s ,  sir. 
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Q. Do you know who flew i n  the  morning? 

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  Warrant Of f i ce r  THOMPSON. He f l e b  
down, and we only had one s h i p  up t h a t  morning, and 
he flew it. I brought t h e  second s h i p  down l a t e r  on 
i n  the  day. 

Q Would you say  who? 

A. Myself and my crew c h i e f .  

Q And what time of day d id  you b r ing  t h a t  s h i p  
down? 

A. Somewhere around noon, sir. 

Q. To where? 

A. To LZ Dot t i e .  T h a t ' s  where we operated from. 

Q Do you r e c a l l  any i n c i d e n t  t h a t  happened around 
noon a t  LZ D o t t i e  t h a t  might be s i g n i f i c a n t ?  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  One of our  a i r c r a f t  had a r o t o r  b lade  
s t r i k e  a t r e e  and went down f o r  maintenance, and we were 
l e f t  with only one LOH, o r  H-23, t o  be used f o r  t h e  mission. 

Q - A s  I understand it, the  one t h a t  had the  b lade  
s t r i k e  would have been M r .  THOMPSON'S LOH? 

A. Y e s ,  sir. W e l l ,  t h e  a i r c r a f t  was not  assigned t o  
any s p e c i f i c  i n d i v i d u a l .  

Q It  was the  one he was f l y i n g ?  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  
  

Q - What time d i d  t h i s  happen, do you r e c a l l ?  
  

A. To t h e  b e s t  of my knowledge around noon, some­
where i n  t h a t  a rea ,  sir. 

Q - Is t h a t  why you came t o  Dot t ie?  

A. No, s i r .  I came t o  Dot t ie  because I was supposed 
t o  be on a  mission,  but  we had maintenance problems on 
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p r e f l i g h t  i n  t h e  morning, and t h e  a i r c r a f t  w a s  n o t  up u n t i l  
around noontime. 

Q When you go t  t o  D o t t i e ,  what were your a c t i o n s ,  
a s  b e s t  you can r e c a l l ?  

A. Well, s i r ,  I landed t h e  a i r c r a f t  and went i n t o  
the  opera t ions  van which we had ad jacen t  t o  our landing 
pad, and I go t  a b r i e f i n g  on t h e  progress  of the  mission 
from t h e  opera t ions  NCO we had t h e r e .  

Q Do you r e c a l l  who t h a t  was? 

A. No, sir. I d o n ' t .  

Q What.did he t e l l  you concerning t h e  opera t ion?  
What w a s  t h e  b r i e f i n g  t h a t  you rece ived ,  a s  b e s t  you can 
r e c a l l ?  

A. Bas ica l ly ,  t h e  b r i e f i n g  t h a t  I rece ived  was t h a t  
the  opera t ion  had gone o f f  as planned, and t h e  t roops  hadn ' t  
made much con tac t ,  and it was a r a t h e r  q u i e t  mission s o  f a r .  

Q. When d i d  you f i r s t  s e e  M r .  THOMPSON on 1 6  March? 

A. The morning before  w e  l e f t  f o r  t h e  mission,  s i r ,  
t h a t  morning. 

Q A l l  r i g h t .  Did you see  him a t  noon? 

A. Y e s  s ir .  I s a w  him i n  t h e  van a f t e r  he landed from 
t h e  f l i g h t ,  j u s t  a f t e r  I landed. He landed f o r  r e f u e l i n g  and 
I saw-­

Q. ( In te rpos ing)  A s  a r e s u l t  of t h e  b lade  s t r i k e ?  

A. Yes, sir. 
 

Q - How s e r i o u s  w a s  t h e  b lade  s t r i k e ?  
  

A, It w a s  minor, s ir ;  j u s t  t h e  end cap was bent  on 
 
it. 
 

Q And Mr. THOMPSON flew it from t h e  o p e r a t i o n a l  a r e a  
  
back .to-LZ Dot t i e?  
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A. Yes, s i r ,  he d id .  

Q. W a s  the  sh ip  then grounded? 

A. I t  was given a one-time f l i g h t  back 
t o  Chu L a i  f o r  a blade cap replacement. 

Q .  M r .  THOMPSON probably b r i e f e d  you on the  opera t ion  
he had p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  so  t h a t  you could take  h i s  p lace  
on s t a t i o n ?  

A. Yes, s ir .  

Q .  And what d id  M r .  THOMPSON t e l l  you about i t ?  

A. He s t a t e d  t h a t  the  mission had gone of f  as  
planned. However, t h e r e  w a s  a l o t  of th ings  going on t h a t  
he wasn ' t  exac t ly  pleased with down t h e r e ;  ev ident ly  a l o t  
of unnecessary shooting. He didn '  t give any s p e c i f i c s  , 
except t h a t  t h e r e  were some l i t t l e  ch i ld ren  t h a t  he had 
prevented from g e t t i n g  k i l l e d ,  and t h a t ' s  j u s t  about--he 
d i d n ' t  e l abora te ,  he was so angry a t  -- he d i d n ' t  e l abora te  
very much on it. 

Q. Was he angry? 

A. Yes, s i r .  He su re  was. 

Q What caused you t o  th ink  he was angry, h i s  tone  
of voice? 

A.  ~ . e s ,sir.  

Q.  Was t h i s  meeting with M r .  THOMPSON and yourse l f  
i n  t h e  van a t  LZ Dot t ie?  

A. P a r t  of it w a s ,  s i r ,  and p a r t  of it was j u s t  
before we got  i n t o  the  van. I met him a t  the  a i r c r a f t  o r  
j u s t  -­
Q. ( In terpos ing)  A s  he came i n ?  

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Then the two of ­you walked from the  a i r c r a f t  t o  
the  van? 
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A. Yes, s i r ,  t o  the  b e s t  of my knowledge. 

Q. Is t h i s  when he was b r i e f i n g  you and explaining 
the  danger about these -­
A. ( In terpos ing)  Yes, s ir .  He was r a t h e r  r i l e d  
up and so were h i s  crew members about it. 

Q. Who were h i s  crew members, do you r e c a l l ?  

A. I be l i eve  he had a S p e c i a l i s t  Four, o r  S p e c i a l i s t  
Five COLBURN i n  the  a i r c r a f t  with him, and I cannot remember 
the  name of the  o t h e r  man now. 

Q What makes you th ink  it was S p e c i a l i s t  COLBURN? 
Is t h e r e  something s i g n i f i c a n t ?  

A. Yes, sir. He w a s  a new gunner t h a t  we had i n  the  
u n i t ,  and he was t o  be assigned as  many missions as  he could 
t o  be broken i n ,  because we were pending some b ig  opera t ions ,  
and we had t o  have them a l l  broken i n ,  and he was one of the  
green ones. So I put  him on a l l  the  missions I could t o  
give him as much experience as I could. 

Q. You d e f i n i t e l y  r e c a l l  t h a t  COLBURN was t h e r e ,  
r i g h t ?  

A. Yes, sir. 

Q .  Can you r e c a l l  any more s p e c i f i c a l l y  the informa­
t i o n  t h a t  you and M r .  THOMPSON discussed en rou te  t o  the van 
from the  a i r c r a f t ?  

A. No, s i r ,  not  exac t ly .  The th ing  t h a t  I remember 
most about it was the  f a c t  t h a t  he landed and spoke t o  
somebody t o  t r y  and g e t  t h i s  s t u f f  stopped. I imagine-­
a n t i c i p a t e d  t h a t  he was r e f e r r i n g  t o  the  t h r e e  ch i ld ren  
he prevented from being k i l l e d .  He was very upse t  
about i t ,  and I think t h a t  was the  p r i n c i p a l  reason f o r  h i s  
landing,  t o  h a l t  t h i s  and g e t  it stopped, and save t h e  th ree  
chi ldren  . 
Q. This i s  when he had t h e  b lade  t rouble?  

A. No, s i r .  This was a f t e r  he had taken o f f  from 
t h a t .  Evident ly,  he made a quick t u r n  downwind o r  some­
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t h i n g  and caught it on a t r e e ,  I ' m  no t  exac t ly  s u r e .  

Q. Do you r e c a l l  h i s  saying whether or- n o t  he landed 
t h e  a i r c r a f t  a f t e r  the  b lade  s t r i k e ?  

A. No, sir. I d o n ' t  t h ink  he did.  I b e l i e v e  he 
flew it r i g h t  t o  ~ o t t i e ,because it was the  end of h i s  
f u e l  load. 

Q Without checking h i s  a i r c r a f t ?  

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q. On your walk back from the  a i r c r a f t  t o  t h e  van, 
you s a i d  something about landing  and t a l k i n g  t o  an 
ind iv idua l  -­
A. ( In te rpos ing)  Yes, sir.  

Q. What e l s e  d i d  he say? 

A. That he wanted to--he mentioned something, t o  t h e  
b e s t  of my knowledge, about wanting t o  g e t  t h a t  stopped. 
Evident ly,  he was r e f e r r i n g  t o  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e  l i t t l e  ch i ld ­
r en  might have been k i l l e d  i f  he hadn ' t  go t  them ou t .  I 
be l i eve  they were i n  a s p i d e r  hole  h id ing  someplace, and they 
wouldn't  come o u t ,  and he go t  them and evident ly  prevented 
them from g e t t i n g  k i l l e d .  I guess the  ground people were 
about ready t o  throw a grenade i n  the re .  

Q. What makes you say t h a t ?  

A. He l e d  me t o  be l i eve  t h a t ,  s i r .  He s a i d  t h a t  
they were g e t t i n g  ready t o ,  and evident ly  he had c o n t a c t  
with the  people on the  r a d i o  and mentioned t h a t  he had seen 
these people and he wanted t o  g e t  them out .  They were 
a l l  s e t  t o  j u s t  n o t  l e t  them g e t  o u t ,  and he landed and 
evident ly  prevented them from being k i l l e d ,  t o  t h e  b e s t  
of my knowledge. 

Q. Did he r e l a t e  any o t h e r  i n c i d e n t  o t h e r  t h i s  one? 

A. No, sir.  He w a s  s o  fumed up over t h a t  one t h a t  
he r e a l l y  was kind of d i sgus ted  with the  whole th ing .  

Q. Did he say anything about any k i l l i n g s  t h a t  w e r e  
going on down t h e r e ?  
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A. Yes, sir, j u s t  i n  r e fe rence  t o  r i g h t  around 
where those t h r e e  ch i ld ren  were; t h a t  some people had been 
k i l l e d ,  and he d i d n ' t  th ink  it was r i g h t ,  and he wanted 
it stopped. 

Q: 	 	 What happened when you go t  t o  t h e  van? 

A. When we go t  t o  the  van, he went up and reported-- 
I b e l i e v e  Major WATKE was i n  the  van a t  t h a t  t i m e ,  and 
he repor ted  t h a t  he had a b lade  s t r i k e  with the  a i r c r a f t .  W e  
c a l l e d  t o  Chu L a i  f o r  a tech  i n s p e c t o r  t o  come down and see  

' i f  t h e  a i r c r a f t  was f l y a b l e ,  t o  g ive  it a one-time f l i g h t ,  
t o  take  it up t h e r e ,  and he continued t o  b r i e f  Major WATKE 
on what he 'd  done. 

Q. What, t o  the b e s t  of you r e c o l l e c t i o n  now, d i d  he 
t e l l  Major WATKE? 

. 	 	 A. H e ,  b a s i c a l l y ,  s a i d  j u s t  about t h e  same t h i n g  he 
s a i d  t o  me, sir; t h a t  he had landed, he had t a l k e d  t o  the  
people, and t h a t  t h e r e  was some k i l l i n g  going on t h a t  he d i d n ' t  
t h i n k  was r i g h t ,  and he wanted it stopped. H e  again was 
very upset .  

Q. Was t h e r e  any a l l e g a t i o n ?  Did he seem t o  f e e l  
t h a t  t h e  American t roops were going t o  k i l l  t hese  people? 

A. Yes, sir.  He thought t h a t  t h a t ' s  exac t ly  what 
happened, and I be l i eve  he had witnessed some of it, and 
t h a t  's what upse t  him s o  much. 

Q. You say you be l i eve  he witnessed some? Did you 
hear  him say  anything t o  t h a t  e f f e c t ?  

A. He j u s t  mentioned t h a t  t h e r e  was a l o t  of k i l l i n g  
going on down t h e r e .  He d i d n ' t  say e x a c t l y ,  " I  saw t h i s  
guy k i l l  a p a r t i c u l a r  person, " b u t  he i n f e r r e d . .  .. 
Q. Did he t a l k  about any o t h e r  i n c i d e n t s  with p a r t i -  
c u l a r  i n d i v i d u a l s  ? 

A. No, sir, he d id  not .  

Q. Did he i n d i c a t e  t o  e i t h e r  you o r  Major WATKE t h a t  
he landed t h i s  o t h e r  t ime, o r  was it j u s t  apparent ly t h i s  
one landing? 
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A. Apparently j u s t  t h i s  one landing,  sir.  We 
had more o r  l e s s  an open door pol icy  i n  our  scou t  s e c t i o n  
t h a t  we could land  a t  w i l l  i f  we deemed it necessary.  A l l  
t h e  p i l o t s  i n  t h e  aero-scout s e c t i o n  d i d  land  q u i t e  o f t e n  
on a l l  missions.  

Q Who e l s e  was p r e s e n t  a t  the  time M r .  THOMPSON 
w a s  t a l k i n g  t o  Major WATKE? 

A. J u s t  t h e  opera t ions  s p e c i a l i s t  i n  t h e  van a t  t h a t  
time, sir. 

Q There were no o t h e r  o f f i c e r s  around? 

A. No, sir. They were down a t  the  a i r c r a f t .  

MR WEST: Was t h i s  van t h e  123d's  opera t ions  van? 

A. Yes, sir, it w a s .  

Q. You mentioned the  opera t ions  NCO i n  the  van. 
Did he opera te  a r a d i o  i n  t h e r e  o r  l i s t e n  i n  on t h e  ne t?  

A. Yes, sir.  That was h i s  prime func t ion ,  t o  
opera te  the  r a d i o  and maintain con tac t .  

Q Did he hear  t ransmiss ions  coming from t h e  f i e l d ?  

A. No, s i r .  He had an FM s e t  t h a t  wasn ' t  working 
very we l l ,  and it was except ional ly  hard t o  r ece ive  the  
ground people. Only s c a t t e r e d  conversat ion could be heard.  
It was mostly -- t h e  FM could rece ive  from a i r c r a f t ,  high 
UP 
 

Q - But he d i d  r ece ive  t ransmissions from t h e  a i r c r a f t  
of the  company? 

A. Yes, s ir .  That w a s  our prime communication. 

Q. Suppose you could t h i n k  of h i s  name? 

A. No, s ir .  I t r i e d .  
  

LTC PATTERSON: Can you t e l l  us h i s  rank, by any chance? 
 

A. Yes, sir. I th ink  he was a s p e c i a l i s t  f i v e .  
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Q I f  I read off  s o m e  n a m e s  of E - 5 ' s  i n  t h e  company, 
w o u l d  that assist you i n  perhaps recall? 

A. Perhaps, sir.  

Q FLOWERS, KUBERT, HIEBNER, N I X ,  PEGELO, WAGIE , 
ROONEY, TUTTON, MILLER, and MANZER? 

A. No,  sir. A l l  bu t  t w o  of those are c r e w  chiefs and 
gunners,  and the other t w o  I can ' t  account for .  

Q. Which t w o  are n o t  c r e w  chiefs? 

A. WAGIE, he i s  no t  a c r e w  chief or a gunner. H e  w a s  
a specia l is t ,  the  clerk in t h e  c o m p a n y ,  and I believe you 
m e n t i o n e d  a n a m e  w i t h  an "M". 
Q. MILLER? 

A. N o .  

Q. MANZER? 

A. MANZER w a s  a gunner o r  a c r e w  chief,  also. 

Q HIEBNER? 

A. I t h i n k  HIEBNER w a s  a gunner too. 

Q. How about HOWELL? 

A. I don ' t  recall  the  name, sir. 

Q - JAMES ? 

A. No ,  sir. 

Q - NELSON? 

A. No ,  sir .  H e  w a s  the m a i n t a i n e n c e  sergeant. 

Q WAX? 
 

A ,  N o ,  sir. 
 

Q *  ORAM? 
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A. No, sir.  

Q. FINDLEY? 

A. No, sir. 

Q What about CHEEK? 

A. No, s i r .  H e  w a s  a platoon se rgean t .  He r a r e l y  
came i n  t o  opera t ions .  

Q . I have a long l i s t  of E-4's, and perhaps a f t e r  
t h e  hearing I could have M r .  LLOYD look a t  t h i s  l i s t  
and see  i f  he can i d e n t i f y  him.\ 

MR WEST: Do you remember any response t h a t  Major WATKE 
made while  M r .  THOMPSON w a s  g iv ing  h i s  r e p o r t  about what 
had happened a t  My Lai ( 4 )  t h a t  morning? 

A. Yes, s i r .  M r .  THOMPSON was very vehement about it. 
He wanted something done about it. I th ink  Major WATKE com­
mented with some s o r t  of response l i k e ,  " I ' l l  look i n t o  it." 
I ' m  not  exac t ly  su re .  

Q We've had another  witness  t e l l  us t h a t  M r .  
THOMPSON, when he came i n t o  LZ Dot t i e ,  made t h e  remark t h a t  
he was going t o  do.something about it even i f  it c o s t  
him h i s  wings. Do you remember hear ing  him making 
a s i m i l a r  s ta tement?  

A. No, s ir ,  I don ' t .  H e  was angry, b u t  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  
he was t h a t  angry. 

Q. You s a i d  t h a t  he r e f e r r e d  t o  see ing  a number of 
people k i l l e d  i n  My L a i .  By people,  d i d  you mean c i v i l i a n s ?  

A . Yes, sir. 

Q. Did he i n d i c a t e  f u r t h e r  whether these  cons i s t ed  of 
men, women, c h i l d r e n ,  o r  what? 

A. Yes, sir.  He i n d i c a t e d  t h e r e  were women and c h i l ­
dren. 

Q. Do you remember h i s  saying anything about a d i t c h  and 
dead people i n  i t ?  

12 
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A. Not a s  b e s t  as  I can r e c o l l e c t ,  sir.  

Q 
t h i s  

Do you have any way of f i x i n g  the  e x a c t  time 
took p lace?  

I can only it i n t o  a frame perhaps 2 
hours,  sir. 

Q - I t ' s  been i n d i c a t e d  t o  us t h a t  it was somewhere 
around noon. 

A, That would be about r i g h t ,  s i r .  That was h i s  
t h i r d  f l i g h t  up. The f i r e  team had an endurance of about 
one t o  one and one h a l f  hours. I t  was a f t e r  t h a t ,  I 
be l i eve  h i s  t h i r d  f l i g h t ,  t h a t  he came down and was so  
upset .  

Q. Did you ever  t a l k  t o  M r .  THOMPSON about t h i s  l a t e r ,  
when he had go t t en  over  h i s  anger? 

A, It had been mentioned i n  pass ing  t h a t  evening when 
we g o t  back t o  t h e  company a rea .  

Q. Did he give you any more d e t a i l s  about what he . 
,had seen,  t h e  way the  c i v i l i a n s  were being k i l l e d ?  

. A. No, sir. He j u s t  r e i t e r a t e d  t h a t  he had seen it 
happening, and he was very upset  and d isappoin ted  t h a t  

- American s o l d i e r s  would do it, and t h a t ' s  about a l l .  

MR WALSH: I wonder i f  you can r e c a l l  t h e  o t h e r  member of 
t%e crew? S p e c i a l i s t  ANDREOTTA, does t h a t  name r i n g  a b e l l  
with you? 

A. ANDREOTTA, s i r ,  and I do no t  remember i f  he was 
on t h a t  mission. H e  very we l l  could have, b u t  I r e a l l y  d o n ' t  
remember. He was another  one t h a t  was a green crew c h i e f ,  
and we were t r y i n g  t o  break him i n .  So it could be very 
l i k e l y  t h a t  he w a s ,  bu t  I j u s t  cannot remember i f  he 
d e f i n i t e l y  was. 

Q - Do you r e c a l l  THOMPSON saying anything t o  you 
o r  t o  Major WATKE about see ing  s o l d i e r s  on the  ground 
d e l i b e r a t e l y  shoot ing  people? ­
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A. W e l l ,  s ir ,  t h e  way he pu t  it, it was--he j u s t  
s a i d  t h e r e  was a l o t  of unnecessary k i l l i n g s  going on down 
there .  He d i d n ' t  say s p e c i f i c a l l y  about any one s o l d i e r  
o r  s o l d i e r s .  He i n f e r r e d  t h a t  it was the  ground people,  
the  i n f a n t r y  people. 

Q Did he mention anything about a c a p t a i n  shoot ing 
a woman? 

A. No, s i r ,  he d i d n ' t .  

Q Did he mention anything about see ing  a  sergeant
f i r i n g  i n t o  a d i t c h  f u l l  of people? 

A. Not t o  t h e  b e s t  of my knowledge, sir.  

Q. A f t e r  t h i s  opera t ion  was over ,  subsequent t o  t h i s ,  
d i d  you ever  hear  of any i n v e s t i g a t i o n  going forward as a 
r e s u l t  of M r .  THOMPSON'S p r o t e s t ?  

A. No, s i r ,  I d i d  not .  I d i d  i n q u i r e  i n  b a t t a l i o n  
about whether anything -- i f  t h e r e  had been a SITREP r e p o r t  
on t h a t  mission,  I w a s  concerned about it, and I went up 
t o  the  b a t t a l i o n  opera t ions  s e c t i o n  and asked i f  t h e r e  had 
been any r e p o r t s  f i l e d .  I d i d n ' t  s p e c i f i c a l l y  say of any 
p a r t i c u l a r  f a c e t s  of it, and t h e r e  had been nothing t o  the  
b e s t  of t h e i r  knowledge. 

Q How long a f t e r  the  i n c i d e n t  d i d  you go t o  the  
b a t t a l i o n  on t h a t ?  

A. To t h e  b e s t  of my knowledge, wi th in  2 days. 

Q. Whom would you have spoken t o  a t  b a t t a l i o n ?  

A. I c a n ' t  remember, s i r ,  but  it w a s  a s p e c i a l i s t  
who was i n  charge of g e t t i n g  the  r e p o r t s  t h a t  go i n t o  
b a t t a l i o n  a t  the end of t h e  missions.  

Q Did you ever  i n q u i r e  of THOMPSON t h e r e a f t e r  i f  
anything had come of h i s  complaint? 

A. What's t h a t  again,  s i r ?  

Q Did you ever  ask THOMPSON a t  a l a t e r  time i f  
anything had come of h i s  complaint t o  Major WATKE? 
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. .  	A. No, s ir .  I t  was s h o r t l y  a f t e r  t h a t  t h a t  I was 
 
wounded and evacuated from the  company. And we were 
 

. 	 s o  busy with opera t ions  t h a t  we r a r e l y  go t  a chance t o  
  
s i t  down and have s e s s i o n s ,  because M r .  THOMPSON l e f t  f o r  a 
 
t r a n s i t i o n  course s h o r t l y  a f t e r  t h a t  mission and was gone 
 
fox 2 weeks. 
 

Q What day were you wounded? 

A. On 8 A p r i l ,  sir.  

Q. Did you f l y  t h a t  a f te rnoon,  on t h e  16th?  

A. Y e s ,  sir.  

Q. What a r e a  d id  you go i n t o ?  

A. I flew the--area--I'm n o t  su re  geographical ly  i n  
re ference  north/south which way it was, b u t  where the  t roops 

, 	were supposed t o  be picked up a t  the  end of the  opera t ion  
  
a f t e r  they p r e t t y  we l l  pushed through t h e  a r e a ,  where t h e  
  
t e rminat ion  was supposed t o  be. 
  

8 Were t h e  t roops picked up t h a t  af ternoon? 

A. I d o n ' t  remember, sir.  I d i d  no t  f l y  the  l a s t  
mission. 

Q. You flew one mission? 

A. Yes, sir. 

- Q. Were- t h e  t roops  moving on t h e  ground a t  t h a t  time? 

A. Very slowly, sir. They had p r e t t y  w e l l  swept 
through the  v i l l a g e  and were s t a r t i n g  t o  ga the r .  I d o n ' t  
remember which s i d e ;  they were s t a r t i n g  t o  congregate.  

Q 	 Do you remember which company you were working wi th?  

A. No, sir.  I d i d n ' t  know company names. I only 
knew companies by t h e i r  c a l l  s igns .  I d i d n ' t  even know 
what u n i t  it was we were support ing.  

Q. Do you know i f  i t ' s  t h e  same one t h a t  THOMPSON had 
been suppor t ing  t h a t  morning? 

A. Yes, sir.  It was the  same o u t f i t .  
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Q. DO you r e c a l l  s ee ing  any dead bodies  on the  ground 
when you were up? 

A. No, sir.  The a r e a  t h a t  I flew over  wasn ' t  r i g h t  
over  t h e  v i l l a g e  i t s e l f .  

Q. .Did you s e e  any hootches burning i n  t h e  area? 

A. I s a w  random columns of smoke from the  v i l l a g e ,  
bu t  t h a t ' s  a l l ,  I d o n ' t  know i f  it was hootches.  I d i d n ' t  
see  any i n  p a r t i c u l a r ,  

Q You a r e  r e f e r r i n g  t o  the  v i l l a g e .  I wonder i f  
you r e c a l l  whether it was a s i n g l e  v i l l a g e  o r  s e v e r a l  i n  
the  a r e a  t h a t  you--­

A. ( In te rpos ing)  I t ' s  s o r t  of spread  out .  
I t ' s  no v i l l a g e  pe r  se .  I t ' s  j u s t  a l i t t l e  c l u s t e r  
of hootches he re  and t h e r e ,  and it covers an a r e a  
probably a t  l e a s t  s e v e r a l  square miles .  But by v i l l a g e  
I mean where t h e  opera t ion  o r i g i n a l l y  s t a r t e d  and 
where the  cordon p a r t  of the  opera t ion  w a s .  

Q You have a p r e t t y  good p i c t u r e  i n  your mind of 
what it looked l i k e ?  

A. Oh, yes ,  sir. 

Q- Can you r e c a l l  t h e  number of these  c l u s t e r s  of houses 
t h a t  looked l i k e  they  had been burned? 

A. I c o u l d n ' t  t e l l ,  s i r ,  because I d i d n ' t  f l y  d i r e c t l y  
over  t h a t  a rea .  I s t ayed  t o  t h e  o u t s k i r t s  of it. 

Q I see .  I n  t h e  course of your opera t ion  were you 
f l y i n g  along Highway 521, t o  t h e  south of t h e  opera t ion  a r e a ,  
a t  a l l ?  

A. I 'm n o t  f a m i l i a r  with t h a t  highway by name, sir. 

LTC PATTERSON: Were you f l y i n g  with a 1:50,000 map, o r  were 
you using a map? 

A. I w a s  using a map, sir. 

(LTC PATTERSON furn i shes  MR LLOYD a copy of a 
1:50,000 s c a l e  map, Exh ib i t  MAP-5, and o r i e n t s  him on same.) 
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MR WALSH: Looking a t  the  photograph of My Lai ( 4 )  a r e a ,  M r .  
  
LLOYD, can you t e l l  us when you went on s t a t i o n  t h a t  
  
af ternoon,  whether you were covering any p a r t  of t h a t  
  
a rea?  
  

A. To t h e  b e s t  of my knowledge, sir ,  i f  I d i d ,  I 
flew t o  the--around t h e  71 g r i d  l i n e  and t o  t h e  west of it, 
with very few hootches,  because by the  t i m e  I g o t  on s t a t i o n  
the  t roops  were apparent ly  ga the r ing  f o r  e i t h e r  a l i f t o u t  
o r  some s o r t  of-- 

LTC PATTERSON: ( In terpos ing)  This is  west ,  M r .  LLOYD 
( i n d i c a t i n g ), 

A. Okay. Excuse me, t o  t h e  west,  then.  I 'm so r ry .  

Q - To t h e  west o r  t o  the  e a s t ?  

A. To the west,  sir.  

MR WALSH: I n  t h e  opera t ion ,  t h e r e  was a ques t ion  r e l a t i n g  
t o  C/1/20, t h a t  t h e  t roops  landed i n  the  a rea  t o  the  west of 
t h e  v i l l a g e  and moved through the  v i l l a g e  and continued up t o  
a l a a g e r  s i t e  i n  the  a rea  j u s t  t o  t h e  west of P i n k v i l l e .  
From what we know of the opera t ion ,  it would appear t h a t  when 
you came on s t a t i o n  i n  t h e  afternoon-- 

A. ( In te rpos ing)  Well, i t ' s  r e a l l y  hard t o  say,  sir-­

Q. ( In te rpos ing)  I f  you d o n ' t  have a r e c o l l e c t i o n ,  I 
d o n ' t  want t o  t r y  t o  suggest  one t o  you. I j u s t  wondered i f ,  
r e c a l l i n g  your a r r i v a l  on s t a t i o n ,  you can th ink  of 
anything t h a t  you saw t h a t  might come back t o  you t h a t  
might be of he lp  t o  us? 

A. Three weeks p r i o r  t o  t h a t  mission, s i r ,  I flew t h e  
a r e a  of My Lai  i t s e l f  a t  l e a s t  f i v e  t imes ,  a t  l e a s t  an hour 
pe r  f l i g h t ,  and i t ' s  hard t o  r e c o l l e c t  s p e c i f i c a l l y  when I 
s p e n t  s o  much time over t h i s  v i l l a g e ,  and then  t h e  v i l l a g e  
of An Ky, up on t h e  top .  I t ' s  hard t o  r e l a t e  exac t ly  
where I was a t  p a r t i c u l a r  t imes.  We t r a v e l e d  around. Once 
w e  o r i e n t e d  o u r s e l f  up high with t h e  map and went down on 
the  deck, we never looked a t  the  map again u n t i l  we came back. 

Q. W e l l ,  having had your conversa t ion  with M r .  
THOMPSON with r e spec t  t o  h i s  d e s c r i p t i o n  of the  unnecessary 
k i l l i n g  of c i v i l i a n s  on t h e  ground, it would seem poss ib le  
t h a t  you might have had an eye peeled f o r  some evidence of 
t h i s  when you were f ly ing .  
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A, I w a s  keeping an eye o u t ,  sir. 

Q. And you d i d n ' t  n o t i c e  any-- 

A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  No, s i r ,  b u t  I wasn ' t  i n  
t h e  a r e a  a t  t h e  time i t s e l f .  

MR WALSH: Okay, I have no f u r t h e r  ques t ions .  

MR WEST: S h o r t l y  a f t e r  M r .  THOMPSON made h i s  r e p o r t ,  do you 
remember Major WATKE c a l l i n g  t h e  company t o g e t h e r  and t e l l i n g  them 
t h a t  t h e r e  w a s  an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  underway about t h e  even t s  
a t  My ~ a i  ( 4 )  on t h e  morning of  1 6  March 1968 and sugges t ing  
t h a t  t h e  company n o t  g o s s i p  about  it o r  t a l k  about  it u n t i l  
t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  w a s  complete? 

a 
 

A. No sir. I do n o t  remember t h i s .  C w 
LTC PATTERSON: I am going t o  ask you t o  p u l l  from way back 
i f  you w i l l ,  You i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  you b e l i e v e  t h a t  t h i s  w a s  
M r .  THOMPSON'S t h i r d  f l i g h t ?  

CQ 
 


A, Y e s ,  s ir .  I b e l i e v e  so .  

Q On what do you base t h a t  s ta tement?  

A, On t h e  f u e l  c a p a c i t y  of t he  Huey chase s h i p s .  When 
Huey chase s h i p s  have t o  come i n ,  t he  LOH always has t o  come 
in. H e  c a n ' t  be a lone .  

Q. A s  I unders tand it, y o u ' r e  assuming something he re .  
Because un les s  you can t e l l  us how many chase s h i p s ,  gun­
ships- ­

A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  We o r i g i n a l l y  had f o u r  f i r e  teams--had 
f o u r  complete ships--two f i r e  teams f o r  t h a t  day,  sir. 

Q. You d id?  

A, To t h e  b e s t  of my knowledge, y e s ,  sir. 

Q. Do you r e c a l l  t h a t  s p e c i f i c a l l y ?  

A. NO,  sir,  n o t  s p e c i f i c a l l y .  
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Q. I know t h a t  you know, bu t  f o r  t h e  sake  of 
M r .  WALSH, it i s  p o s s i b l e ,  is it no t ,  t h a t  i f  t h e r e  were only 
t h r e e  s h i p s ,  gunships f l y i n g ,  they could have r o t a t e d  on 
s t a t i o n  by a l t e r n a t i n g  r e f u e l i n g  s tops?  

A. Yes, sir. They could 've,  but  t h a t  wasn I t  common 
p r a c t i c e  i n  our  u n i t  because of p i l o t  f a t i g u e .  

Q I have t r i e d ,  i n  time sequence, t o  t r y  t o  e s t a b l i s h  
who w a s  t h e r e  f l y i n g  gunships.  and when M r .  THOMPSON 
went t o  r e f u e l ,  because i t ' s  hazy i n  h i s  mind. I thought 
perhaps you could f i l l  i n  some gaps,  i f  you knew something 
d e f i n i t e  t h a t  could e s t a b l i s h  whether o r  n o t  t h e r e  were, i n  
f a c t ,  four  guns up t h a t  day o r  t h r e e  guns up, o r  d e f i n i t e l y  
when M r .  THOMPSON went t o  r e f u e l ?  

A. It c a n ' t  be--I c a n ' t  poss ib ly  pu t  i n  these  s p e c i f i c s ,  
sir. 

Q- Then t h e  t h i r d  f l i g h t  i s  a deduction and not-­

A. ( In te rpos ing)  Yes, sir.  

Q. Do you r e c a l l  any p a r t i c u l a r  gun a v i a t o r s  t h a t  were 
f l y i n g  t h a t  day, t h a t  you have a f i r s t h a n d  knowledge t h a t  
they s a i d  something t o  you? Do you r e c a l l  t h a t  they r e l a t e d  
some ins tances  t o  you? 

A. No, sir, I don ' t .  I was concerned p r imar i ly  with 
my scout  p i l o t s  and t h e i r  crew c h i e f s .  

Q I f  between us we could i d e n t i f y  t h i s  opera t ion  
s p e c i a l i s t  working t h e  van a t  D o t t i e ,  and with h i s  
having a r a d i o  t h e r e ,  i t ' s  p o s s i b l e  he could have overheard 
some of t h e  t ransmiss ions  t h a t  the  scou t s  and guns were-­

A. ( In te rpos ing)  I t ' s  poss ib le ,  s i r ,  yes.  

Q Did Major WATKE say anything t o  you a t  a l a t e r  
t i m e  concerning the  r e p o r t  t h a t  THOMPSON had made t o  him o r  
concerning any i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  inasmuch as  you were the  LOH 
s e c t i o n  l e a d e r  and t h e r e f o r e  one of the  key l eader s  i n  t h i s  
u n i t ?  

A. No, sir. Nothing was mentioned. 
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Q And d i d  you pursue it with Major WATKE a t  t h a t  
time? 

A. N o ,  s ir ,  I d i d n ' t ,  o t h e r  than t h a t  day when I had 
a very s m a l l  d i scuss ion  with him about M r .  THOMPSON 
being s o  angry about it. 

Q - What w a s  t h a t  d iscuss ion?  

A. J u s t  r e i t e r a t i n g  what M r .  THOMPSON had seen,  
and I j u s t  wondered i f  t h a t  w a s  t he  r i g h t  th ing .  H e  
s a i d ,  "No, it wasn ' t  r i g h t . "  Tha t ' s  about as f a r  as it 
went, sir. 

Q .  This w a s  a f t e r  M r .  THOMPSON had l e f t ,  and j u s t  
you and Major WATKE? 

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  While I w a s  s i t t i n g  around the  van wi th  
Major WATKE. 

Q What w a s  Major WATKE's a t t i t u d e  about i t ?  Was he 
i n t e r e s t e d ?  W a s  he concerned? 

A. W e l l ,  s ir ,  he seemed a l i t t l e  d i sgus ted  about it, 
too.  H e  gave t h e  a t t i t u d e  t h a t  perhaps it w a s  a l i t t l e  b i t  
overexpressed on M r .  THOMPSON'S p a r t ,  bu t  he d i d  show concern 
about it. 

Q Did he i n d i c a t e  t h a t  he had flown i n  t h e r e  t h a t  
day? 

A, N o ,  sir,  o t h e r  than  f l y i n g  down, I b e l i e v e  he flew 
an a i r c r a f t  down--personally f lew,  h imsel f ,  an a i r c r a f t  down 
t o  the  mission,  This  is  usual ly  customary f o r  him, 
t o  f l y  c o p i l o t  o r  kC on one of the  sh ips .  

Q Did M r .  THOMPSON e v e r  r e l a t e  a t  any l a t e r  t i m e  to  
you t h a t  he had t a l k e d  t o  anyone e l s e  about what he saw? 

A. N o ,  s ir .  H e  d i d  not .  

Q Was t h e r e  any t a l k  among any of t h e  LOH fel lows i n  
t h e i r  l i t t l e  hootch t o g e t h e r  t h a t  you w e r e  pe r sona l ly  aware 
of? 

A. Y e s ,  sir. I be l i eve  he t a lked  about it with M r .  
GUALTIER, t he  o t h e r  LOH warrant  o f f i c e r  w e  had. 
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Q. What makes you th ink  t h a t ?  

A. It s e e m s  t o  me I remember hear ing  them when they 
were back i n  t h e i r  q u a r t e r s .  

Q Back i n  t h a t  hootch where you l ived?o 

A. Y e s f  sir. 

Q. Did you a l l  l i v e  r i g h t  i n  t h e r e ?  

A. No, sir.  I d i d n ' t  l i v e  i n  t h e  same hootch. They 
l i v e d  t h r e e  hootches down, and I came down t h e r e  q u i t e  o f t e n ,  
and w e  always t a l k e d  over  missions.  

Q - And you th ink  you heard M r .  THOMPSON t a l k  t o  M r .  
GUALTIER? 

A. To t h e  b e s t  of my knowledge, yes.  

Q. And. t h e r e  were no re fe rence  made of M r .  THOMPSON 
 

going t o  s e e  anybody? 
 


A. No, s ir ,  j u s t  more o r  l e s s  t h e  same a s  when 
 

I spoke wi th  M r .  THOMPSON, when he d iscussed  what was going on. 
 


Q. A s  f a r  a s  you a r e  concerned, as I understand it, 
 

you repor ted  it t o  Major WATKE and t a l k e d  about it t o  
  

Major WATKE and knew t h a t  THOMPSON had, and you then 
  

checked on it a t  some l a t e r  d a t e ,  a few days la ter  
  

with b a t t a l i o n  opera t ions?  
  


A. Yes, sir. 

Q. But your conversat ion wi th  Major WATKE i n  the  van 
was the  l a s t  time t h a t  you and he had t a l k e d  toge the r?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r ,  it was. 

Q. And t h e  las t  time t o  your knowledge t h a t  anyone 
had s a i d  anything? 

A. To my knowledge, yes ,  sir. 

Q. And you do n o t  r e c a l l  any of t h e  Scorpions? 

A. NO sir ,  I 'm so r ry .  
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LTC PATTERSON: Tha t ' s  a l l  I have. 

MR WALSH: J u s t  one quest ion.  Did you know M r .  THOMPSON 
p r e t t y  wel l?  

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. What d i d  you th ink  of him? 

A. I thought he w a s  a very good warrant  o f f i c e r ,  sir. 

Q Was t h e r e  anything unusual about him i n  the  
organiza t ion  t h a t  you can r e c a l l ?  

A. Not a t  a l l ,  sir,  he was-­

Q. ( In te rpos ing)  Was he w e l l  l i k e d  by everybody t h e r e ?  G 
p-

A. Yes, sir,  and a very aggress ive  person. 'Ls) 

MR WALSH: Tha t ' s  a l l  I have. 

LTC PATTERSON: There were some awards t h a t  came ou t  of t h i s  a. 
opera t ion ,  I 'm t o l d ,  M r .  LLOYD. 

A, Yes, sir. 

Q- Can you t e l l  us about them? 

A, That a l l  occurred a f t e r  I was sho t  down, s i r ,  and 
everything I heard about it w a s  a f t e r  I had g o t t e n  a 
l e t t e r  from t h e  man who took my p lace ,  - almost 6 months 
a f t e r  I l e f t  t h e  u n i t .  M r .  THOMPSON had rece ived  
a ~ i s t i n g u i s h e dFlying Cross f o r  something t o  do with 
t h a t  i n c i d e n t ,  and t h a t ' s  the  only word I ' v e  g o t t e n  
about it. 

Q You d id  not--I presume then ,  by your f a i l u r e  t o  
t ake  any such a c t i o n  as  M r .  THOMPSON'S immediate s u p e r i o r ,  
you apparent ly d i d  no t  f e e l  t h a t  a DFC was warranted, o r  
you would, I assume, have put  him i n  f o r  i t ?  

A. That ' s  a f f i r m a t i v e ,  s ir .  I had been t h e  awards 
and decora t ions  o f f i c e r ,  and I f i rmly be l i eve  i n  the  c r i t e r i a  
f o r  g iv ing  awards. Although i n  s e v e r a l  u n i t s ,  h i s  a c t  of 
saving those people was d e f i n i t e l y  he ro ic ,  I b e l i e v e  the  
c r i t e r i a  f o r  t h e  g iv ing  of awards has t o  be i n  t h e  f a c e  of 
h o s t i l e  a c t i o n ,  which t h a t  wasn I t .  
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Q. I t  w a s  n o t  h o s t i l e  ac t ion?  

A. Well, I mean the  enemy, Communist aggress ion ,  which 
t h a t  wasn 't. 

Q. And from t h e  information t h a t  you had a v a i l a b l e  t o  
you, .it w a s  no t  a h o s t i l e  a rea?  

A. I n  t h e  b r i e f i n g  we got  on t h e  mission,  s i r ,  it 
s a i d  t h a t  the  a r e a  could possibly be. However, I had flown 
over t h a t  a r e a  wi th in  2 weeks before  t h a t ,  and o t h e r  than 
see ing  a few VC suspects  running around, it d i d n ' t  seem 
p a r t i c u l a r l y  hot .  We d i d n ' t  r ece ive  any f i r e  from it a t  a l l .  

Q . Do you r e c a l l  who gave you . t h i s  b r i e f i n g ?  

A. No, s i r ,  I d o n ' t .  I th ink  it was Captain SABRE, 
who had j u s t  taken over t h e  Huey p la toon,  but  I could be wrong 
on t h a t ,  sir .  

Q. Do you r e c a l l  anything about the  b r i e f i n g  you
rece ived  before  t h i s  opera t ion?  

A. Yes, s ir .  We were j u s t  t o l d  t h a t  they  were going 
t o  i n s e r t  and they were going t o  have an a r t i l l e r y  prep. 
They had gunships from--I c a n ' t  remember the  un i t - - to  precede the  
t roops  i n  f o r  LZ prep. They would i n s e r t  t roops ,  make a 
sweep through t h e  v i l l a g e ,  and then ga the r  up i n  the  a f t e r ­
noon and be e x t r a c t e d  o r  come back on f o o t ,  depending on 
t h e  wish of the  ground commander. Our s o l e  mission was 
t o  provide advance recon f o r  the  l ead  element. 

Q. Do you remember the  a rea  t h a t  you were given t o  work? 

A. Yes, sir. We were given a b lanke t  a r e a  covering 
from t h e  7 8  g r i d  l i n e  and the  70 g r i d  l i n e  up t o  about t h e  82 
g r i d  l i n e .  We were given an awfully broad a r e a  t o  recon. 
Our advance recon f o r  the  lead  ground element extended as  f a r  
as a " c l i c k "  i n  advance of them. 

Q - To t h e  b e s t  of your r e c o l l e c t i o n ,  how many ground 
elements were on the  ground? 

A. They s a i d  it would be about a company minus s i z e  
t h a t  we would support  with the  L O H ' s .  

Q You d o n ' t  r e c a l l  whether o r  no t  t h e r e  was j u s t  a 
company minus, o r  more than one company? 
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A. No, sir. I t ' s  awfully hard when they  a r e  s c a t t e r e d  
o u t  through t h e  v i l l a g e ,  and w e  d i d n ' t  know--again we d idn ' t - ­
when w e  were given--I d o n ' t  pay t o o  much a t t e n t i o n  t o  
t h e  u n i t  des ignat ion  inasmuch as  t h e r e  a r e  c a l l  s i g n s  and 
p e r t i n e n t  information l i k e  t h a t ,  and I wasn ' t  aware of a 
company des ignat ion .  Perhaps i f  I d i d ,  I would be a b l e  t o  
know what s i z e  t h e  u n i t  was. 

Q. The t h i n g  t h a t  pops i n t o  my mind, with what you 
j u s t  s a i d  about t h e  b r i e f i n g ,  i s  t h a t  t h e r e  was going t o  be 
a l o t  of h e l i c o p t e r s  i n  t h e  a i r  t h a t  day. 

A. A t  t h e  beginning of t h e  mission,  sir, yes.  

Q. What would have concerned me as  a  h e l i c o p t e r  type 
f l y i n g  t h i s  mission would be t h e  coordina t ion  between a l l  o f  
t h e  var ious  h e l i c o p t e r  u n i t s .  Did it dawn on you? 

a;

Oh, yes ,  sir. It always dawned on me i n  every mission.f- 

m 
Q. How d id  you in tend t o  e f f e c t  such coordina t ion  a s  
f a r  a s  geographic a rea?  

A. W e l l ,  s ir ,  t h e r e  was n o t  t o  be any coordina t ion  fD, 
problems, because a f t e r  t h e  LZ prep ,  and t h e  gunship prep  
on t h e  L Z ,  and t h e  s l i c k s  p u t  t h e  t roops  i n ,  w e  s t ayed  o u t  
of t h e  way u n t i l  t h e  t roops  were i n s e r t e d ,  o r  w e  w e r e  
supposed t o  s t a y  o u t  of t h e  way. Then, we j u s t  go down ahead 
of t h e  l e a d  element a s  soon a s  they h i t  ground, and by t h a t  
time t h e  s l i c k s  a r e  ou t  of  t h e  way and should s t a y  o u t  of  
o u r  way, because we  s t a y  i n  ahead of t h e  l e a d  element.  The 
only people who had t h e  a u t h o r i t y  i n  a  mission l i k e  t h a t  t o  
be anywhere near  t h e  l ead  element would be t h e  a v i a t i o n  recon 
LOH and t h e  two Hucys t h a t  a r e  chasing him. 

Q. Do you remember from your b r i e f i n g  where t h e  
a r t i l l e r y  was t o  come from f o r  t h i s  prep? 

A. No, sir ,  I d o n ' t .  I b e l i e v e  t h e r e  w a s  an LZ t o  t h e  
south  and t o  t h e  east t h a t  had some 1 0 5 ' s .  I c a n ' t  remember 
t h e  name of it. I t h i n k  they were t h e  ones t h a t  were 
supposed t o  be p u t t i n g  i n  t h e  a r t i l l e r y  prep,  because,  i f  I 
remember c o r r e c t l y ,  t h e  GT l i n e  came up p r e t t y  we l l  p a r a l l e l  
t o  t h e  road t o  Chu L a i ,  no r th  and south.  

Q. Would t h a t  be Uptight? 
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A. That might be t h e  one, s ir ,  b u t  I c a n ' t  r e c o l l e c t .  

Q. LZ Uptight was e a s t  of Dot t i e .  

A. I th ink  t h a t  was t h e  one, b u t  I c a n ' t  be s u r e ,  s i r .  

MR WEST: M r .  LLOYD, we c e r t a i n l y  apprec ia te  your coming h e r e  
and he lp ing  us.  You have f i l l e d  i n  some gaps i n  our  information 
t h a t  w i l l  a i d  us ma te r i a l ly .  We would a p p r e c i a t e  it i f  
you would s t a y  a l i t t l e  longer  and look over  a l i s t  of names 
wi th  Colonel PATTERSON. Perhaps you can recognize some. 

A. Yes s i r ,  I f e l t  bad about t h i s ,  and I hope what I 
have given you can help.  I ' v e  been th inking  about t h i s  s i n c e  it 
happened. I r e a l l y  hope th.at  something can be made r i g h t  of 
t h e  s i t u a t i o n .  

MR WEST: Well, you can be assured  t h a t  we a r e  going t o  g e t  
t o  the  bottom of it. 

Thank you very much f o r  coming. The hearing w i l l  
  

be recessed .  
  


(The hear ing  recessed a t  1447 hours ,  1 2  January 1970.) 

(The hear ing  reconvened a t  1451 hours ,  12 
 

January 1970.) 
 


LTC PATTERSON: The hearing w i l l  come t o  o rde r .  

.	RCDR : A l l  persons who were p resen t  when t h e  hear ing  
recessed  a r e  again p resen t  with t h e  except ion of MR WEST, 

(The witness  was reminded t h a t  he was s t i l l  under 
 

oath and he t e s t i f i e d  as  follows :) 
 


LTC PATTERSON: During the  r ecess  we looked a t  the  r o s t e r  
and what names w e  have been ab le  t o  i d e n t i f y  were members of 
t h e  123d Aviat ion Company. We a p p r e c i a t e  your e f f o r t s .  You 
a l s o  i n d i c a t e d  t o  me t h a t  you had heard some information 
concerning t h e  opera t ion  on 1 6  March 1968  wi th  r e fe rence  t o  
the  o t h e r  a v i a t i o n  u n i t  t h a t  p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  t h e  opera t ion .  
I would l i k e  you, f o r  the  record ,  t o  s t a t e  what you t o l d  me 
happened t h e  n i g h t  a f t e r ?  

A, Y e s  s ir .  I heard from M r .  THOMPSON and references  
from o t h e r  a v i a t o r s ,  I c a n ' t  remember the  names i n  p a r t i c u l a r  
because I j u s t  t r e a t e d  the  remark i n  pass ing ,  t h a t  the  gun 
element of t h e  company t h a t  supported t h e  s l i c k  element 
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landing  the  t roops  was n o t  too d i sc r imina to ry ,  s h a l l  
I s a y ,  on how they s h o t ,  o r  where they s h o t ,  o r  what 
they s h o t  a t ,  They expended a l o t  of unneeded ordnance 
on t a r g e t s  t h a t  they d i d n ' t  need t o .  

Q *  This was 1 6  March? 

A. Y e s ,  sir.  

Q Did M r .  THOMPSON r e l a t e  any s p e c i f i c  ins t ances?  

A .  No, s i r ,  he d i d n ' t ,  because I d o n ' t  be l i eve  he was 
t h e r e  a t  t h e  time t h a t  they a c t u a l l y  went i n .  I 'm no t  s u r e ,  
b u t  ev iden t ly  he had some reason t o  be l i eve  t h a t  they done 
an awful l o t  of shoot ing  t h a t  was needless  and con t r ibu ted  
a l o t  t o  s t a r t i n g  f i r e s  with rocke t s ,  ev iden t ly .  

Q - Is t h a t  an assumption now, o r  d i d  he say t h i s  
about s t a r t i n g  f i r e s ?  

A. T h a t ' s  t o  t h e  b e s t  of my knowledge, sir.  

Q. To t h e  b e s t  of your r e c o l l e c t i o n ,  when d i d  M r .  
THOMPSON t e l l  you t h i s ?  

A. This  is about the  same t i m e  I f i r s t  s a w  him, sir, 
a f t e r  we w e r e  on.our way t o  t h e  van. 

Q e  Was t h e r e  anything e l s e  t h a t  he could have t o l d  
you during t h i s  t r i p ?  

A. No, sir. 

Q. Any o t h e r  information concerning t h e  My L a i  
opera t ion?  

A. No sir. T h a t ' s  a l l  t o  the  b e s t  of my knowledge. 

Q - To t h e  b e s t  of your r e c o l l e c t i o n ,  d i d  you and your
u n i t  support  t h e  opera t ion  i n  t h e  My La i /P inkv i l l e  a r e a  on 
17 March? 

A. I do n o t  r e c o l l e c t  i f  it was t h e  day a f t e r ,  s i r ,  
We supported opera t ions  i n  t h a t  a r e a  severd l  t i m e s .  

Q O r  18 March? Do you r e c a l l  working wi th  t h e  same 
u n i t  t h a t  you d i d  on the  af te rnoon of the  16 th  any time 
immediately subsequent t o  the  16th?  
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A. I d o n ' t  know i f  it was t h e  same u n i t ,  s ir .  I do 
 
be l i eve ,  as b e s t  a s  I can remember, t h a t  we d i d  work down 
 
somewhere i n  t h a t  neighboring a rea  the  day a f t e r ,  a s  I flew 
 
t h e  major i ty  of t h e  day a f t e r  M r .  THOMPSON had t h e  day o f f  . 
 
Q. During your t o u r ,  with your experience as an aero-
scou t ,  and p r i o r  t o  t h e  time t h a t  you were evacuated medical ly ,  
d i d  you ever  have occasion t o  work c l o s e l y  wi th  t h e  Sharks 
o r  the  gunships t h a t  p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  on the  
16th  of March? 

A, No sir, n o t  a t  a l l .  

Q. Did you hea r  any more t a l k  concerning the  a c t i v i t i e s  
of t h e  Shark gunships e i t h e r  on the  opera t ion  of 16 March o r  
any o t h e r  opera t ion  t h a t  they might have-­

A. ( In te rpos ing)  No, s ir ,  j u s t  rumors c i r c u l a t i n g  
  
throughout .our  gun p la toons  about t h e i r  performance on t h a  
  
p a r t i c u l a r  mission. They weren ' t  renowned f o r  being 
  
excep t iona l ly  d iscr iminatory  on wh a t  they sho t  a t  o r  how 
 
they conducted t h e i r  opera t ions .  
  

Q Discr iminatory,  w a s  t h a t  the  word t h a t  was used t h e r e  
o r  is t h a t  your-­

A. ( In te rpos ing)  Tha t ' s  my way of p u t t i n g  it, s i r .  
 I 
c a n ' t  remember t h e  words they used exac t ly .  
  

Q 	 I n  your mind d i d  it i n d i c a t e  t h a t  they could have 
engaged and s h o t  some c i v i l i a n s  or- ­

A. ( In te rpos ing)  Yes, s i r ,  it does p r e c i s e l y .  

Q - Your view of t h e  Sharks was t h a t  they were l e s s  
. 	than  p r o f e s s i o n a l  i n  t h e  employment of f irepower from 

h e l i c o p t e r s ?  

A, Y e s ,  sir, very much so .  

Q. How would you c l a s s i f y  your own gunship support?  

A.  I would c l a s s i f y  our  own gunship suppor t ,  s i n c e  
  
t h e  u n i t  changed t o  the  aero-scout concept,  a s  being excep­
 
t i o n a l .  Our only gunship support  pr imar i ly  was t o  p r o t e c t  
  
t he  recon element,  w i t h  t h e  secondary mission being gunship 
 
support/LZ prep f o r  ground elements. We always 
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had a very,  very good b r i e f i n g ,  and we always c a r r i e d  out  o u r  
missions t o  t h e  l e t t e r ,  and we always had d e b r i e f i n g s  on missions.  

Q. Would you desc r ibe  your Scorpions a s  being 
d iscr iminatory?  

A. Yes,. s i r ,  I would. I f  they had any doubt a s  t o  
whether t h e  t a r g e t  was t o  be f i r e d  on o r  not ,  they contac ted  
t h e  ground element o r  t h e  f i r e  team leader .  I f  they had t o ,  
our opera t ion  s e c t i o n  w a s  contacted.  I f  it wasn ' t  given 
before  i n  t h e  b r i e f i n g ,  they d i d  n o t  f i r e  unless  they were 
t o l d  t o .  They r e s t r i c t e d  t h e i r  f i r e  i n  a l l  missions j u s t  
t o  the  t a r g e t s  they were given on the  map, which I was l e d  
t o  be l i eve  t h e  gunship element on t h a t  mission d i d  n o t  do. 

Q. M r .  LLOYD, i s  t h e r e  anything e l s e  t h a t  you can 
r e c a l l  concerning t h e  a c t i v i t i e s  of 15, 1 6 ,  17, and 18 March, 
o r  any a c t i v i t i e s  concerning an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  subsequent t o  
18 March 1968, t h a t  you can now r e c a l l  t h a t  i s  p e r t i n e n t  t o  
t h i s  inqu i ry?  

A. NO, s i r ,  I c a n ' t .  

Q S i r ,  a t  any t i m e ,  i n  a few weeks o r  u n t i l  t h i s  
i n v e s t i g a t i o n  i s  completed, i f  you do t h i n k  of anything 
t h a t  might be p e r t i n e n t  o r  you th ink  might be p e r t i n e n t ,  
we would apprec ia te  it i f  you would c a l l  us c o l l e c t ,  o r  l e t  
us know by t h e  most expedi t ious  means? 

A, I '11 do t h a t ,  sir. 

LTC PATTERSON: We thank you very much f o r  you testimony. 
The hearing w i l l  be recessed.  

(The hea r ing  recessed  a t  1521 hours ,  12 January 1970.) 
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(The hear ing  reconvened a t  0850 hours ,  10 February 

LTC PATTERSON: The hear ing  w i l l  come t o  o rde r .  

RCDR : The fol lowing persons a r e  p resen t :  LTC PATTERSON 
and MAJ COOP. 

I have documents t o  be en te red  i n t o  t h e  record.  

The f i r s t  i s  a memorandum f o r  record  s igned 
by General PEERS and dated 8 January 1970. The s u b j e c t  
i s ,  "Ground Survey of the  Army Prel iminary I n v e s t i g a t i o n  
i n t o  t h e  My Lai  Inc iden t . "  This memorandum has Tabs 
A through E. I t  w i l l  be e n t e r e d , i n t o  t h e  record  a s  Ex­
h i b it M - 1 1 1  . 

The next  document is a MACV 9 i r e c t i v e  190-3. 
I t ' s  da ted  12 February 1968. It i s  en te red  i n t o  t h e  
record  as E x h i b i t  D - 4 3 .  

The nex t  document is  a MACV D i r e c t i v e  20-5. 
It is dated  15 March 1968. This document is  en te red  
i n t o  t h e  record  as Exh ib i t  D-42. 

M r .  Barry C. LLOYD is r e c a l l e d .  

(MR LLOYD was r e c a l l e d  a s  a wi tness ,  was 
reminded t h a t  he remained under oa th ,  and t e s t i f i e d  
as follows:) 

LTC PATTERSON: M r .  LLOYD, you have been r e c a l l e d  t o  i r o n  
o u t  a few th ings  t h a t  have come t o  l i g h t  s i n c e  you appeared 
here  before .  Since then  we have been a b l e  t o  s o r t  out  
some more of t h e  information t h a t  r e l a t e s  t o  t h e  c i r ­
cumstances surrounding the  events  t h a t  t r a n s p i r e d  on o r  
about 1 6  March 1968. We a r e  i n  the  process  now of r epor t ­
i n g  t h e  f a c t s  a s  we be l i eve  they occurred. I under ­
s t and  t h a t  you have been interviewed by a C I D  agent  on 
o r  about t h e  27th of January of t h i s  year? 

A. Yes, sir. M r .  PORTER from For t  B l i s s ,  Texas, 
came t o  my home and interviewed me. I a l s o  gave him a 
w r i t t e n  s tatement .  
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Q- A l l  r i g h t ,  The f i r s t  t h i n g  I ' d  l i k e  t o  ask 
you t o  r e a f f i r m ,  i f  you would, i s  the  i n i t i a l  r e p o r t  
t h a t  you r e c a l l  hear ing  concerning the  events  t h a t  
t r a n s p i r e d  a t  Son My v i l l a g e  o r  My Lai on 16 March 1968. 
I n  your previous testimony, you i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  you saw 
M r .  THOMPSON a t  t h e  f l i g h t  l i n e  when he a r r i v e d  back 
a t  LZ Dot t ie?  

A.  Yes, sir. 

Q And you and he then  walked up t o  t h e  van. 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q And you d iscussed  what he had seen  while  you 
were walking, Can you r e c a l l  t h a t  l i t t l e  walk as  you 
and he walked up t o  t h e  van? 

A. What p a r t i c u l a r  f a c e t  of it, s i r ?  

Q- Your p a r t i c u l a r  conversat ion with M r .  THOMPSON. 

A. The f a c t  t h a t  I met him a t  t h e  a i r c r a f t ,  and 
we walked up t o  t h e  van, and he expressed--he was q u i t e  
upse t  on t h e  walk up. He expressed what he was upse t  about 
up a t  t h e  van when he s a w  Major WATKE. 

Q Well, t h e r e  were s e v e r a l  i n c i d e n t s  t h a t  occurred 
a t  Son My. There were s e v e r a l  p a r t s  t o  M r .  THOMPSON 's al ­
l ega t ions .  I ' d  l i k e  f o r  you t o  t r y  t o  r e c a l l  t hese  
exac t ly ,  and how many of these  i n c i d e n t s  M r .  THOMPSON 
r e l a t e d  t o  you. 

A. The two i n c i d e n t s  t h a t  s t and  o u t  most i n  my 
mind, s i r ,  were: one, the  f a c t  t h a t  he s a i d  t h e r e  was 
a l o t  of needless  shoot ing  going on--he could have s a i d  
k i l l i n g ,  b u t  I c a n ' t  remember exac t ly  which it w a s ;  
a l s o  he s a i d  t h a t  t h e r e  were, I b e l i e v e ,  t h r e e  l i t t l e  
boys i n  a s p i d e r  hole  and t h a t  he had landed and t o l d  
the  people on the  ground t h a t  he thought he could g e t  
them ou t  r a t h e r  than  them throwing a grenade i n  t h e  
s p i d e r  hole .  Those a r e  t h e  two i n c i d e n t s  t h a t  s t and  
out  i n  my mind. 
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Q - Okay. Did he say anything about see ing  
any bodies  i n  a d i t c h ?  

I c a n ' t  remember i f  he d i d ,  sir. 

Q- Did he say anything about any d i scuss ions  
wi th  any i n d i v i d u a l s  on the  ground? 

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  He mentioned t h a t  he had t o l d  the  
people,  I b e l i e v e  a squad s e r g e a n t  t h e r e ,  t h a t  he wanted 
t h e  shoot ing stopped and t h a t  i f  it wasn ' t ,  he w a s  going 
t o  r e p o r t  it, o r  something along t h a t  l i n e ,  something 
of t h a t  na tu re .  He was very d i sgus ted  with t h e  shoot ­
i n g  t h a t  w a s  going on, and he wanted it stopped. Evidently 
he s a i d  he w a s  g o i n g - t o  make a r e p o r t  i f  he d i d n ' t .  And 
ev iden t ly  t h e  person on t h e  ground t o l d  him t o  g e t  back 
i n  h i s  a i r c r a f t  and mind h i s  own bus iness ,  o r  something 
l i k e  t h a t .  

Q. Did THOMPSON land f o r  t h i s ?  

A. Yes, sir. T h a t ' s  what he l e d  m e  t o  be l i eve .  

9- So, r e a l l y  t h e r e  were t h r e e  t h a t  you r e l a t e d :  
one, t h e  shoot ing;  two, something about some l i t t l e  boys 
i n  t h e  s p i d e r  ho le  and people were going t o  do something 
t o  them; and t h r e e ,  t a l k i n g  t o  a se rgean t .  

A. Yes, sir. He wasn I t  s u r e  what rank he was 
because he d i d n ' t  have any i n s i g n i a  on, bu t  judging from 
the  capac i ty  i n  which the  person was a c t i n g ,  t h e  person, 
he thought ,  w a s  probably the  squad se rgean t .  

Q- Did he r e l a t e  t o  you t h a t  he s a w  any 
i n d i v i d u a l s  shoot  any o t h e r  i n d i v i d u a l s ?  

A. Not s p e c i f i c a l l y ,  sir. 

Q. Did he r e l a t e  t o  you landing a t  another  time? 

A. No, sir.  H e  d i d  not .  
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Q- Did he i n d i c a t e ' t o  you t h a t  he evacuated a 
c h i l d ?  

A. No, s ir .  H e  d i d n ' t .  

Q. O r  t h a t  anyone else had evacuated any ch i ld ren?  

A. No, sir. 

Q Now l e t ' s  go t o  what M r .  THOMPSON t o l d  
Major WATKE. I b e l i e v e  you ind ica ted  i n  p r i o r  testimony 
t h a t  you were p r e s e n t  i n  t h e  van when M r .  THOMPSON f i r s t  
confronted Major WATKE? 

A. - Yes, sir.  

Q- What do you r e c o l l e c t  t h a t  M r .  THOMPSON t o l d  
Major WATXE? Again, I ' m  looking f o r  s p e c i f i c  i n c i d e n t s .  

A, W e l l ,  s ir,  I th ink  he s a i d  t h e  same t h i n g  t o  
Major WATKE t h a t  he s a i d  t o  me with a l i t t l e  more emphasis 
on the  how d i sgus ted  he w a s  about t h e  shoot ing  going on. 
That ' s  about as b e s t  as I can remember. 

Q. Did he r e l a t e  h i s  t a l k  wi th  the  sergeant?  

A. Y e s ,  sir. I b e l i e v e  he d id .  I t h i n k  so .  

Q- Did he say anything e l s e '  about landing  and 
t a l k i n g  wi th  anyone e l s e ?  

A. Not t o  the b e s t  of my knowledge, sir ,  

Q a Did he mention any conf ron ta t ion  o r  any argu­
ment t h a t  he had with anyone? 

A. I b e l i e v e  t h a t  would have been--he d i d  have an 
argument wi th  t h a t  se rgean t  t h a t  he spoke t o ,  o r  had t h e  
disagreement when he w a s  t o l d  t o  g e t  back i n t o  h i s  a i r ­
c r a f t .  I b e l i e v e  he r e l a t e d  t h a t  t o  Major WATKE. But, 
t h a t ' s  t h e  only t h i n g  I can remember. He was s o  f i r e d  
up about t h a t ,  t h a t  t h a t ' s  the  only p o i n t  t h a t  s t ands  
o u t  i n  my mind. 
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Q- What k ind  of an argument do you r e c a l l  t h a t  
thks  was? 

A. I b e l i e v e  it was j u s t  over  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  he 
was r a t h e r  d i sgus ted  about t h e  t h r e e  c h i l d r e n  t h a t  t h i s  
man was ev iden t ly  going t o  do away wi th ,  and secondly,  
a t  t h e  shoot ing i n  genera l .  Then t h e  guy t o l d  
him t o  g e t  back i n .  h i s  a i r c r a f t  and mind h i s  own busi ­
ne s s ,  which he d i d n ' t  want t o  do. And I d o n ' t  blame 
him. 

Q- So then ,  as b e s t  you can remember, he r e l a t e d :  
  

one, t h a t  t h e r e  was some needless  shoot ing;  
  

two, t h a t  t h e r e  were t h r e e  l i t t l e  boys i n  t h i s  s p i d e r  
  

ho le ;  and I guess t h i s  se rgean t  t a l k i n g  i n  r e l a t i o n  t o  
  

t hese  t h r e e  l i t t l e  boys? 
 


A. And, a l s o ,  he had some--frorc what M r .  THOMPSON 
s a i d ,  he had a p a r t  i n  d i r e c t i n g  t h e  shoot ing  t h a t  w a s  
going on. H e  seemed t o  be po in t ing  people i n  d i r e c t i o n s  
and po in t ing  them where t o  go and what t o  do, o r  a t  l e a s t  
t h a t ' s  what I thought from what M r .  THOMPSON t o l d  me. 

Q Do you r e c a l l  him saying anything t o  Major WATKE 
about bodies i n  t h e  d i t c h ?  

A.  No, s i r ,  no t  s p e c i f i c a l l y .  He d i d  mention t h a t  
t h e r e  was a f a i r  amount of bodies  i n  the a r e a ,  bu t  I j u s t  
d o n ' t  remember him saying anything s p e c i f i c a l l y  about a 
d i t c h  o r  anything. 

Q. H e  was upse t?  

A. Y e s ,  sir. He w a s  very upse t .  

Q. Was he t a l k i n g  loud,  o r  how d id  you a s c e r t a i n  
t h a t  he w a s  upse t?  What were h i s  phys ica l  a c t i o n s  o r  
r e a c t i o n s ?  
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A. H e  had the  appearance of someone t h a t  was 
very angry about something, 

9- .Did he t e l l  Major WATKE anything about see ­
i n g  an o f f i c e r  shoot  another  c h i l d ?  

A. Not while  I w a s  t h e r e ,  s i r ,  t o  the  b e s t  of 
my knowledge. 

Q Did he t e l l  Major WATKE anything e l s e  about 
anyone e l s e  o t h e r  than t h e  se rgean t?  

A. Not while  I w a s  t h e r e ,  s i r ,  t o  t h e  b e s t  of 
my knowledge. 

Q And would you r e l a t e  again f o r  us t h e  substance 
of what M r .  THOMPSON t o l d  Major WATKE with regard  t o  the  
se rgean t  and t h e  shoot ing  inc iden t?  

A. To t h e  b e s t  of my knowledge, he s a i d  t h a t  he 
saw t h e  se rgean t  t h a t  w a s  about t o  e i t h e r  shoot  o r  throw 
a grenade i n  t h e  s p i d e r  ho le  t h a t  these  t h r e e  l i t t l e  boys 
were i n .  And he landed and t o l d  the  guy t h a t  he could 
g e t  them o u t ,  and t h a t  he d idn lt want t h e  guy t o  shoot  
them. And t h e  guy t o l d  him t o  mind h i s  own bus iness ,  
t h a t  they w e r e  doing t h e i r  own opera t ion  and he wasn ' t  
t o  i n t e r f e r e ,  which g o t  him kind of steamed up. T h a t ' s  
a l l  t h a t  I can t h i n k  of t h a t  he r e l a t e d  t o  Major WATKE 
i n  f r o n t  of m e  on t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  i n c i d e n t .  

Q Did he r e l a t e  anything about marking any of 
t h e  wounded o r  dead t h a t  he had seen with sxcke? 

A. No, sir. 

Q Do you r e c a l l  him i n d i c a t i n g  by numbers how 
many dead he had seen? Did he g ive  a number of any s o r t ?  

A. NO, sir. H i s  only words p e r t a i n i n g  t o  that 
was "a  l o t ,  " which I automat ica l ly  took t o  mean maybe 
a couple dozen. 
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Q. Did he say anything with r e fe rence  t o  t h e  
conversat ion t h a t  he had with t h i s  se rgean t ,  and what 
t h e  se rgean t  had s a i d  t o  M r .  THOMPSON? 

A. Yes, sir. He s a i d  t h a t  the  se rgean t  t o l d  
him t o  g e t  back i n t o  the  a i r c r a f t  and mind h i s  own 
business .  

Q The se rgean t  was going t o  shoot  t h e s e  two 
ch i ld ren?  

A. I be l i eve  t h a t ' s  what it was. Yes, sir. 

Q. Did M r .  THOMPSON i n d i c a t e  t h a t ' s  what the  
se rgean t  was going t o  do? 

A. Y e s ,  sir. He w a s  going t o  shoot  them, e i t h e r  
that o r  have one of h i s  men throw a grenade i n  t h e  s p i d e r  
hole .  

Q .  Do you remember hear ing  about a grenade i n  
t h e  s p i d e r  hole? 

A. No, I c a n ' t  remember e x a c t l y  which it was. 
But one way o r  t h e  o the r ,  from what he t o l d  me, the  
se rgean t  w a s  going t o  make s u r e  t h e  t h r e e  were k i l l e d .  

Q. Could you t e l l  me, a s  b e s t  you can r e c a l l ,  
t h e  time of day t h a t  you saw THOMPSON t h e r e  a t  Dot t i e  
and when THOMPSON subsequently r epor ted  t o  Major WATKE? 

A. To t h e  b e s t  of my knowledge, it was sometime 
around noon, sir, o r  a l i t t l e  b i t  a f t e r ,  perhaps.  

Q Why do you a s s o c i a t e  it with t h a t  t ime? 

A .  Because it was a f t e r  I had brought t h e  re ­
placement a i r c r a f t  down, and ev iden t ly  it was a f t e r  h i s  
second o r  t h i r d  f u e l  load  i n  the  H - 2 3 ,  which would pu t  
it sometime around noon. 

Q Was t h i s  a f t e r  M r .  THOMPSON had h i s  b lade  
s t r i k e ?  
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A. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l ,  sir. I t h ink  it would have 
t o  be,  though, because I d o n ' t  remember him going up 
again i n  t h a t  a i r c r a f t  a f t e r  w e  go t  back. I t h i n k  it 
w a s .  

Q The, b lade  s t r i k e ,  according t o  t h e  records  
of the  log ,  occurred somewhere around 1340 hours.  

A. I t  could very we l l  be before  the  b lade  s t r i k e ,  
s i x .  

Q - Do you f e e l  t h a t  it was before  the  b lade  s t r i k e ?  

A. Y e s ,  sir. If it w a s  t h a t  la te  i n  t h e  af te rnoon,  
I t h i n k  it w a s .  

Q- (Reading from Exhib i t  M-16) I s t a n d  cor rec ted .  
The Task Force Barker l o g  i n d i c a t e d  t h e  H-23 from 
t h e  123d Aviat ion B a t t a l i o n  h i t  some brush a t  1330 
i n s t e a d  of 1340. 

A. It w a s  probably one f u e l  load be fo re  t h a t ,  sir. 

Q. Well, d i d  Mr. THOMPSON go o u t  and f l y  a f t e r  t h i s ?  

A. Yes, sir. He took t h e  replacement s h i p ,  because 
I remember f l y i n g  t h e  one time f l i g h t  back i n  t h e  bad H-23 
a£t e r  t h e  b lade '  s t r i k e .  

Q You flew t h a t  one? 

A. Yes, s i r ,  because he flew t h e  oni;; operable  
one t h a t  we had a t  t h e  t i m e .  

Q I understand from your previous testimony t h a t  
you had flown o u t  i n  t h e  a r e a  t h a t  af ternoon? 

A. Yes, sir. I made one f l i g h t  i n  t h e  good H-23. 
Then a f t e r  I came back, M r .  THOMPSON took it, and I flew 
back up i n t o  Chu L a i  i n  t h e  one t h a t  had the  b lade  s t r i k e  
with t h e  one time f l i g h t .  
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9- Let  m e  s e e  i f  I ' m  c l e a r  here  now. A f t e r  your 
meeting with THOMPSON and THOMPSON 's meeting w i ti. WATKE , 
M r .  THOMPSON went back o u t  i n t o  t h e  a r e a  i n  the  H-23 t h a t  
you had brought down from Chu Lai? 

A. Y e s ,  sir,  t o  t h e  b e s t  of my knowledge. 

Why d i d  he switch a i r c r a f t ?  

A. Because t h e  o t h e r  one wasn I t f l y a b l e  because 
of t h e  b lade  s t r i k e .  

Q. Well, t h e  b lade  s t r i k e  h a d n ' t  occurred y e t .  
You t o l d  me t h a t  t h e  r e p o r t  w a s  before.  

A. Tha t ' s  r i g h t .  The only t h i n g  t h a t  I could 
poss ib ly  say i s  t h a t  I l e t  him go o u t  because he was 
f a m i l i a r  wi th  what was going on, and I th ink  I flew 
i n  t h e  af te rnoon.  I t ' s  hard t o  say ,  b u t  I t h i n k  I flew 
i n  t h e  af te rnoon.  

Q. Well, i f  M r .  THOMPSON had qone back i n t o  the  
&ea a f t e r  h i s  r e p o r t  t o  you and h i s  ;eport t o  Major WATKE, 
i t ' s  n o t  very p l a u s i b l e  t h a t  he could have flown the  
a i r c r a f t  t h a t  you brought down a s  long as  h i s  a i r c r a f t  
w a s  s t i l l  operable ,  which I assume t h a t  it was. 

A. Then he must have gone back up aga in ,  sir. 
T h a t ' s  t h e  only t h i n g  I can th ink  o f .  I t ' s  r e a l l y  hard  
t o  remember exac t ly .  

Q Yes. Well, ' do you r e c a l l  t h e  blade s t r i k eI 

i n c i d e n t ?  

A. Yes, sir. I remember it coming back and hav- 
i n g  t h e  cap t o r n  of f  almost completely. 

Q - Then Mr. THOMPSON d i d  b r i n g  it back? 

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q. Then do you r e c a l l  what. happened? Whether you 
took your s h i p  o u t ,  o r  he s tayed on the  ground, o r  what? 
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A. I t ' s  r e a l l y  hard t o  remember, s i r .  I th ink  
t h a t  would have been the  time t h a t  I went up, being 
t h a t  it w a s  i n  t h e  af ternoon.  

Q - A l l  r i g h t .  I assume now t h a t  the  b lade  s t r i k e  
was sometime around 1330. M r .  THOMPSON would have come 
back i n  t o  D o t t i e  r i g h t  away? 

A. Apparently s o ,  sir,  b u t  t h a t  d o e s n ' t  n e c e s s a r i l y  
mean that he d id .  Sometimes th ings  l i k e  t h a t  d o n ' t  sound 
t o o  bad, and you go ahead and f l y  the  whole mission ou t .  

Q. I f  he would have come back i n ,  he would have 
been back a t  D o t t i e  somewhere around 1345 maybe? 

A. To t h e  b e s t  of my knowledge, yes ,  sir. 

Q And then  i f  you would have gone o u t ,  how long
would you have s t ayed  o u t  t h e r e ?  

A. Only about an hour,  sir.  Again, t h e  Huey 's 
f u e l  load  was t h e  determining f a c t o r  f o r  how long 
I s t ayed  ou t ,  

Q - And you would have come back with M r .  THOMPSON 
and you would have switched a i r c r a f t ,  and he would have 
gone back o u t ,  and you would have flown the  one t ime 
f l i g h t ?  

A. Y e s ,  s ir ,  

Q - Do you r e c a l l  f l y i n g  the  one time f l i g h t  i n  
t h e  damaged helicop.Ler back t o  Chu Lai?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r ,  t o  t h e  b e s t  of my knowledge, I do. 

Q. Do you r e c a l l  t h a t  M r .  THOMPSON was s t i l l  
a t  Dot t i e  and going o u t  on an o p e r a t i o n a l  mission? 

A. Yes, sir. He f i n i s h e d  the  day o u t  on t h a t  mission. 

Q- A t  t h e  meeting with M r .  THOMPSON and Major 
WATXE i n  t h e  van, you i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  t h e r e  was an opera- 
t i o n s  s p e c i a l i s t  p r e s e n t  s i n c e  i d e n t i f i e d  a s  KUBERT . Who 
e l s e  w a s  p resen t?  
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A. The only o t h e r  person t h a t  could have pos­
s i b l y  been p r e s e n t  would have been Captain T i m  FLYNN, 
and I d o n ' t  know i f  he %;as s t i l l  with our  p la toon a t  
t h e  time. But it was customary f o r  him t o  come down 
t o  Dot t i e  a l l  t h e  time we were opera t ing  i n  t h a t  a r e a ,  
as he was t h e  ops o f f i c e r .  

Q You c a n ' t  r e c a l l  anybody e l s e  s p e c i f i c a l l y ?  

A. No, sir,  I c a n ' t .  

Q Now, Major WATKE, was he s tanding  i n  the  
van, j u s t  s tanding  t h e r e ,  o r  was he behind t h e  counter?  

A. W e l l ,  we d i d n ' t  have a counter  p e r  s e ,  sir. 

Q Was it j u s t  a van wi th  nothing i n  i t ?  

A. W e l l ,  it had a l i t t l e  s h e l f  i h a t  we had some 
r a d i o s  on. There w a s  an i c e  c h e s t  f o r  co ld  d r i n k s ,  and 
t h a t ' s  about t h e  b e s t  I can remember. 

Q- W a s  Major WATKE, as you r e c a l l ,  s ea ted?  

A. I t h i n k  he was s e a t e d  on the  i c e  c h e s t  
o r  r i g h t  ad jacen t  t o  it. 

Q- Did you and M r .  THOMPSON walk i n  toge the r?  

A. Up t h e  s t e p s ,  sir. H e  went f i r s t .  

Q. Did Major WATKE s t and  up? 

A. Gee, I c a n ' t  remember, sir.  

Q Did he make any notes  with r e fe rence  t o  
what M r .  THOMPSON w a s  t e l l i n g  him? 

A. I d o n ' t  be l i eve  s o  a t  t h e  t ime,  sir. I t  
w a s  - j u s t  a l l  accepted o r a l l y .  

Q - I n  o t h e r  words, Major WATKE d i d n ' t  make any 
obvious e f f o r t  t o  move o r  t o  look i n  a more o f f i c i a l  
capac i ty  than  t h e  re laxed atmosphere he was i n ?  
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A. Oh, no, sir. He l i s t e n e d  with i n t e n t ,  and 
I be l i eve  he asked Mr. THOMPSON some ques t ions  about 
it, He showed i n t e r e s t  i n  what was happening. But, 
I d o n ' t  remember him w r i t i n g  anything down about it 
a t  t h a t  t i m e .  

Q - M r .  THOMPSON seems t o  th ink  t h a t  he t o l d  
Major WATKE i n  t h e  van t h a t  he had seen a c a p t a i n  shoot  
a Vietnamese g i r l .  You have ind ica ted  t h a t  you d o n ' t  
r e c a l l  t h a t ?  

A. NO, s ir ,  

Q- You a l s o  d o n ' t  r e c a l l  anything about a 
d i t c h  o r  any bodies  i n  t h e  d i t c h ?  

A. Nothing s p e c i f i c a l l y ,  sir. 

Q You do recall him a t  l e a s t  t e l l i n g  Major WATKE 
about  a  sergeant?  

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q And something t o  t h e  e f f e c t  t h a t  t h i s  se rgean t  
was going t o  k i l l  t hese  people? 

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q- O r  these  c h i l d r e n  i n  t h i s  sp ide r  ho le?  

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q - H e  d i d  n o t  say  anything about another  conver ­
s a t i o n  with a l i e u t e n a n t ?  

A. No, sir, he d i d n ' t  mention t h i s  s p e c i f i c a l l y .  
But ev iden t ly  from t h e  way he t a l k e d  t o  me, he spoke 
t o  more than  one person down t h e r e .  Evident ly,  when 
he landed, t h e r e  was a congregation of people around 
t h e  a i r c r a f t .  But, t h e  one t h a t  he mentioned t o  m e  
s p e c i f i c a l l y  w a s  ev iden t ly  t h i s  se rgean t  o r  whoever 
was a c t i n g  i n  a l e a d e r s h i p  capac i ty  of t h a t  p a r t i ­
c u l a r  group of men. 
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Q. This  was t h e  THOMPSON-to-WATKE conversat ion? 

A. This  w a s  THOMPSON t o  me, sir. 

9- THOMPSON t o  you? 

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q What about THOMPSON t o  WATKE? 

A. I t ' s  hard t o  remember exac t ly  what he r e l a t e d  
t o  Major WATKE, sir. I know what he s a i d  t o  me, because 
t h a t ' s  what s t ands  ou t  i n  my mind. But what e l s e  he 
s a i d ,  I c a n ' t  remember. 

Q. You do n o t  r e c a l l  him t e l l i n g  Major WATKE 
about evacuat ing any of the  people,  e i t h e r  by gunship 
o r  himself?  

A. No, sir, I c a n ' t  remember. 

Q - Do you r e c a l l  M r .  THOMPSON saying anything 
about being s o  angry t h a t  he had h i s  own t roops ,  h i s  
gunner o r  crew c h i e f ,  t r a i n  t h e  h e l i c o p t e r ' s  a v a i l a b l e  
weapons on U. S. t roops? 

A. No, sir. I d o n ' t  t h i n k  he would have t o l d  
me i f  he had. 

Q. What about Major WATKE? 

A. I d o n ' t  remember him saying t h a t  t o  Major WATKE, 
sir. 

Q Why do you say t h a t  you d o n ' t  t h ink  he would 
have s a i d  anything t o  you? 

A.  Well, s i r ,  I th ink  he probably r e a l i z e d  t h a t  
I wouldn't  have approved of it., and I was kind of s t r i c t  
about t h i n g s  t h a t  weren ' t  exac t ly  wi th in  the  operating 
p r a c t i c e ,  and he knew it. I f  something l i k e  t h a t  hap­
pened, he probably wouldn't  have t o l d  me. 

Q. You do n o t  r e c a l l  hear ing  t h i s  in t h e  conver­
s a t i o n  between THOMPSON and WATKE? 
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A. No, sir. 

Q Would t h a t  probably have s tuck  with you? 

A.  I t h i n k  it would have, sir. 

Q Now, do you r e c a l l  what ques t ions  Major WATKE 
asked of him? You i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  Major WATKE asked some 
th ings .  

A. H e  asked, as b e s t  I can remember, s p e c i f i c a l l y  
about t h e  i n c i d e n t  about t h e  t h r e e  boys i n  t h e  s p i d e r  
hole ,  and e x a c t l y  what he meant by a l o t  of shoot ing  going on. 
And then  I b e l i e v e  M r .  THOMPSON went on t o  say t h a t  evi ­
den t ly  t h e r e  were a l o t  of c i v i l i a n s  being k i l l e d ,  o r  what 
he thought were c i v i l i a n s ,  and what t h e  ground people evi ­
dent ly  thought w e r e  VC o r  VC sympathizers.  T h a t ' s  a l l  
I can remember of t h a t ,  sir. 

Q You d o n ' t  r e c a l l  him saying anything about 
any numbers of bodies t h a t  he had seen? 

A. No, sir, n o t  numbers s p e c i f i c a l l y .  H e  
mentioned that  t h e r e  w a s  a f a i r  amount down t h e r e .  

Q You do n o t  b e l i e v e  he t o l d  Major WATKE about 
t ak ing  a young, wounded boy t o  the  h o s p i t a l ?  

A. H e  might have, sir, bu t  he d i d n ' t  do it 
in f r o n t  of me. 

Q. Now, t r y  t o  r e c a l l  what occurred then ,  
immediately a f t e r  THOMPSON repor ted  t o  Major WATKE . 
What d i d  Major WATKE say? 

A. I b e l i e v e  I remember him say t h a t  he w a s  
going to--I  t h i n k  h i s  exac t  words were--and again  I 
could be wrong, b u t  I t h i n k  h i s  exac t  words were, " I ' l l  
look i n t o  t h i s , "  o r  something along t h i s  l i n e ,  

Q - You s t i l l  c a n ' t  r e c a l l  seeing him make any 
no tes  about what w a s  s a i d ?  
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A. I r e a l l y  d o n ' t  remember, sir. 

Q Did Major WATXE then g e t  up and l eave ,  o r  
did you and THOMPSON leave ,  o r  what occurred then  as 
far as  t h e  t h r e e  of yau were concerned? 

A. Well, we  s tayed  i n  the  van f o r  a consider ­
a b l e  amount of time. M r .  THOMPSON spen t  probably 15 
minutes o r  20  minutes a t  l e a s t  t e l l i n g  Major WATKE of 
t h i s ,  And then  I went ou t  of t h e  van and went down 
t o  t h e  a i r c r a f t  t o  check with t h e  crew c h i e f s  and 
everything.  M r .  THOMPSON s tayed a t  t h e  van f o r  an 
undetermined amount of time and then  came back t o  
the a i r c r a f t .  

Q I n  o t h e r  words, you l e f t  THOMPSON and WATKE 
in t h e  van? 

A. Yes, sir, t o  t h e  b e s t  of my knowledge. 

Q- Why w a s  t h a t ?  

A. W e l l ,  any time a mission comes i n ,  I would 
go down and check t h e  crew c h i e f s  and make s u r e  t h e  
armament i s  coming along okay and t h e r e  a r e  no a i r c r a f t  
problems. 

Q- But t h e  a i r c r a f t  was going r i g h t  back o u t  on 
a mission, wasn't  i t ?  

A. Y e s ,  sir. . . 

Q- And 'THOMPSON was going t o  f l y  t h e  mission? 

A .  To t h e  b e s t  of my knowledge, sir. 

Q- W e l l ,  then why d id  THOMPSON s t a y  the re?  And 
why d i d n ' t  he go up t o  the  a i r c r a f t  with you and g e t  
r i g h t  on with t h e  mission? 

. . 

A, Evident ly he had more t o  say ,  sir.  T h a t ' s .  
t h e  only t h i n g  I can th ink  o f .  
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Q- T h a t ' s  an assumption? You d o n ' t  r e c a l l  him 
saying t h a t ,  o r  "I 'm going t o  s t a y  here" ,  o r  Major WATKE 
saying,  "I want t o  t a l k  t o  you, THOMPSON"? 

A. No, sir.  The turnaround time f o r  t h e  Huey was about 
h a l f  an hour f o r  rearming--although we d i d n ' t  have t o  rearm 
because no armament was expended--refueling and checking 
it out .  The t i m e  t h a t  I s p e n t  i n  t h e  van with him prob- 
ab ly  d i d n ' t  amount t o  much more than one-half o r  th ree -
q u a r t e r s  of t h a t  t ime,  and I went down t o  t h e  a i r c r a f t  t o  
check with t h e  crew c h i e f s  and everything.  

Q. Were you down t h e r e  very long be fo re  M r .  
  

THOMPSON came down t h e r e ?  
  


A.  Not t o o  long,  sir. But, I c o u l d n ' t  t e l l  
  
you e x a c t l y  how long. 
  

Q - Do you r e c a l l  before  you l e f t  t h e  van and 
a 
 


t h a t  THOMPSON, LLOYD, WATKE, and KUBERT meeting there-- 
do you r e c a l l  Major WATKE saying ,  "Come o u t s i d e ,  THOMP­
SON, I want t o  t a l k  t o  you more about i t " ,  o r  anything 
t o  t h i s  e f f e c t ?  O r  when you l e f t ,  do you r e c a l l  them 
s t i l l  being i n  t h e  van? 

A. Now t h a t  you mention i t ,  s i r ,  I ' m  n o t  
p o s i t i v e  about t h i s ,  b u t  I th ink  Major WATKE d i d  ask 
THOMPSON t o  speak with him i n  p r i v a t e  about t h a t .  Be­
cause th ings  l i k e  t h a t  m a t t e r ,  Major WATKE d i d n ' t  l i k e  
t o  go t a l k i n g  about it i n  f r o n t  of e n l i s t e d  people.  
Again, t h a t ' s  j u s t  my hazy memory on t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  
th ing .  

Q. You t h i n k  t h a t  they might have gone o u t s i d e  
of t h e  van? 

A. Perhaps, s i r ,  o r  Major WATKE might have asked 
KUBERT t o  leave .  But i n  o t h e r  ins t ances  where Major 
WATKE has  wanted t o  t a l k  o f f i c e r  t o  o f f i c e r ,  he has  
asked e n l i s t e d  people t o  l eave  o r  remove himself from 
t h e  a rea .  

Q. W e l l ,  I ' m  t r y i n g  t o  r e c o n c i l e  why you, t h e  
s e c t i o n  l e a d e r ,  would have l e f t .  I can understand why 
Major-WATKE would n o t  want t o  t a l k  i n  f r o n t  of S p e c i a l i s t  
KUBERT, bu t  you were an o f f i c e r  a l s o .  You w e r e ,  i n  f a c t ,  
M r .  THOMPSON'S super io r .  
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A. Yes, sir. 

Q. And you were, i n  f a c t ,  i n  t h e  chain of command 
between THOMPSON and MATKE. I c a n ' t  r e c o n c i l e  why you 
would leave.  

9. Well, sir,  he had t o l d  we a l l  t h a t  he wanted t o  
say a t  t h e  t i m e ,  and I was i n  t h e  presence of Major WATKE when 
he again s t a t e d  it t o  Major WATKE. I f igured  t h a t  my presence 
w a s  no longer--being as he had s a i d  it t o  me o u t s i d e  the  
bu i ld ing ,  and then  he had t o l d  it t o  Major WATKE, I f e l t  t h a t  
my o b l i g a t i o n  as f a r  a s  being debr ie fed  about what was going 
on was f u l f i l l e d ,  and I had s t u f f  I had t o  check on. 

Q. So it w a s  your dec i s ion  t o  l eave  r a t h e r  than being 
excused? 

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q. Were they t a l k i n g  about it when you l e f t  o r  were 
they on a d i f f e r e n t  s u b j e c t  as  you r e c a l l ?  

A. I t h i n k  they were s t i l l  hashing over about it, about 
t h e  k i l l i n g  t h a t  had gone on. 

'G3 
 

Q To he lp  us f i x  a time on t h i s ,  you ind ica ted  t h a t  
you brought a h e l i c o p t e r  down from Chu Lai .  Do you r e c a l l  
where you a t e  t h a t  day? Did you e a t  t h e r e  a t  Dot t i e?  m. 

w 
 
C.4 A. No, sir. I d o n ' t  know, sir.  

Q You d o n ' t  r e c a l l ?  

A. No, s i r .  

Q. P r i o r  t o  t h e  time t h a t  THOMPSON came i q  with h i s  
s h i p ,  do you r e c a l l  where you were o r  what you d i d  a f t e r  you 
brought your h e l i c o p t e r  down t o  Dot t i e?  Did you go up t o  t h e  
van? 
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A .  A l l  I remember, s ir ,  i s  I went i n t o  t h e  van 
and checked i n  and went back down t o  the  a i r c r a f t .  

Q. Did you know t h a t  THOMPSON was coming i n ,  o r  
d i d  you hea r  t h a t  he was r e t u r n i n g  t o  D o t t i e ?  

A. That s p e c i f i c  moment t h a t  I landed? 

Q. No.  

A. W e l l ,  I knew t h a t  he had t o  come i n  soon. I 
asked how long  he had been up, and I knew t h a t  he was 
due i n  i n  j u s t  a s h o r t  amount of t ime. I c a n ' t  remember 
how long. But he had been up more than  h a l f  of  a  f u e l  
l oad  when I g o t  t h e r e .  

Q. How long was a f u e l  l oad  Ln t i m e  o r  range
i n  t h e  H-23? 

A. It was determined by t h e  Huey , sir, which 
was about an hour. 

Q. But i f  t hey ,  i n  fact ,  would have had more 
than  two Huey's, they could have r o t a t e d  on s t a t i o n ,  
could they not?  

A. Y e s ,  sir,  t h e  Huey's could.  But, t h e  Huey's 
would never  d e p a r t  s t a t i o n  wi thout  e i t h e r  one 23 climb- 
i n g  t o  a l t i t u d e  and wa i t ing  f o r  a new f i r e  team, o r  t h e  
23 coming back. The 23 almost always came back. 

Q.  Do you r e c a l l  them e v e r  keeping j u s t  one Huey 
on s t a t i o n  wi th  a s c o u t ?  

A. Not on t h a t  miss ion ,  b u t  w e  have on s e v e r a l  
miss ions when we f i r s t  organized t h e  scou t  concept .  W e  
t r i e d  us ing  one Huey. And, i n  very,  very r a r e  s i t u a t i o n s ,  
when t h e  s i t u a t i o n  w a s  t h a t  w e  j u s t  d i d n ' t  have any Hueys, 
we d i d  it wi th  one. But ,  it was gene ra l ly  a g a i n s t  p r a c t i c e  
because it w a s  k ind  of dangerous t h a t  way. It i s  
r e a l l y  hard t o  remember d e t a i l s ,  sir. 
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Q- Do you r e c a l l  Major WATKE saying anything 
concerning t h e  r e p o r t  he had rece ived  from M r .  THOMPSON 
o r  any o t h e r  r e p o r t  t h a t  he received concerning the  
events  a l l e g e d  t o  have occurred a t  My Lai  ( 4 )  a t  any 
f u t u r e  time? 

A. To t h e  b e s t  of my knowledge, no, sir.  

9- Were you p r e s e n t  o r  do you r e c a l l  a meeting, 
a mandatory t r a i n i n g  c l a s s  i n  the  evening s h o r t l y  
a f t e r  t h i s  i n c i d e n t ,  where t h e  u n i t  would ga the r  toge the r  
and a l i e u t e n a n t  from ou t s ide  t h e  company would come t o  
g ive  a mandatory t r a i n i n g  c l a s s ?  It  could have been 
i n  t h e  messhal l  o r  i n  a l a r g e  t e n t ,  

A. I remember we had s e v e r a l  mandatory t r a i n ­
i n g  c l a s s e s  a f t e r  t h a t  day, bu t  I c a n ' t  remember spec i ­
f i c a l l y  what they were about.  I remember one where we 
d id  have some o u t s i d e  person come by. I d o n ' t  know 
i f  it w a s  an o f f i c e r ,  o r  e n l i s t e d ,  o r  what. 

Q- Do you remember what t h e  c l a s s  was about? 

A. NO, sir,  I d o n ' t .  

Q Do you r e c a l l  any i n c i d e n t  during any one of 
t h e  t r a i n i n g  c l a s s e s  t h a t  you a t tended t h a t  could r e l a t e  
t o  t h e  events  t h a t  a r e  a l l e g e d  t o  have occurred a t  My 
Lai  (4)? 

A. No, sir. 

Q. Do you r e c a l l  s p e c i f i c a l l y  any e n l i s t e d  man 
i n t e r r u p t i n g  a speaker with something t o  t h e  e f f e c t :  
"What about t h e  women and chi ldren?"  

A. No, sir. 

Q. Do you remember Major WATKE admonishing any 
s o l d i e r  f o r  i n t e r r u p t i n g  the  speaker? 
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A. Y e s ,  sir. I remember t h a t  on one i n s t a n c e .  
But, I c a n ' t  remember what t h a t  meeting was about ,  and 
I can '  t remember what Major WATKE was i n t e r r u p t e d  about.  
But I remember t h a t  occurrence.  

Q You do remember Major WATKE admonishing some­
one f o r  whatever was s a i d ?  

A. Verba l ly ,  yes ,  sir. 

Q Do you remember what he s a i d ?  

A .  No, sir. 

Q - Do you remember what caused him t o  admonish 
the  s o l d i e r  o r  whoever i n t e r r u p t e d ?  

A. J u s t  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  somebody had spoken o u t  
whi le  e i t h e r  Major WATKE o r  someone e l s e  w a s  t a l k i n g .  

Q I b e l i e v e  you t e s t i f i e d  e a r l i e r  t h a t  you a l s o  
t a l k e d  t o  Major WATKE about  what M r .  THOMPSON had seen? 

A. Y e s ,  sir.  

Q - When was t h i s  i n  r e l a t i o n  t o  t h e  THOMPSON­
WATKE r e p o r t ?  

A. This  w a s  a f t e r  M r .  THOMPSON had gone back up. 
 
I went back i n  t h e  van, and I d i scussed  it w i t h  him. 
 
I j u s t  c a n ' t  remember e x a c t l y  when it was o r  what it was. 
 
I t  would have been r i g h t  a f t e r  he went back up on 
 
h i s  f u e l  load.  I had been down checking a i r c r a f t ,  and 
 
I went back t o  t h e  van. I wasn ' t  i n  t h e r e  very long. 
  

Q - Do you recall  what you and Major WATKE t a l k e d  
about,  t h e  substance of your conversa t ion?  

A. I t h i n k  I more o r  less asked him what he 
thought  about  it, 

Q o  Yes? 
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A. I j u s t  c a n ' t  remember exac t ly  what he 
sa id .  Something t o  t h e  e f f e c t  t h a t  it d i d n ' t  sounq l i k e  
a good t h i n g ,  and it would have t o  be looked i n t o ,  o r  some­
t h i n g  l i k e  t h a t .  

0- Do you r e c a l l  d i scuss ing  any of t h e  s p e c i f i c s  
wi th  him? 

A. N o ,  sir. I j u s t  c a n ' t  remember. 

Q - Do you remember whether you d i d ,  o r  d i d n ' t ?  
O r  i s  it t h a t  you j u s t  d o n ' t  remember t h e  substance of 
t h e  conversa t ion  with him? 

A. I d o n ' t  remember t h e  substance e x a c t l y .  I 
remember d i s c u s s i n g  with him t h e  f a c t  t h a t  he had landed 
and that t h i s  guy had t o l d  him t o  mind h i s  own bus iness  
and t o  g e t  back i n  t h e  a i r c r a f t .  And, 1 expressed the  
f a c t  t h a t  s i n c e  we were t h e  suppor t ing  u n i t ,  t h a t  th ings  
should be a l i t t l e  c l o s e r  coordinated between t h e  
ground element and t h e  a v i a t i o n  element. I was j u s t  
d i scuss ing  t h a t  a spec t  of it. And t h a t  i f  they ex­
pected cooperat ion from u s ,  they would have t o  g ive  
us cooperat ion when we land wi th  sugges t ions  o r  a re­
ques t .  And, t h a t  was discussed.  

Q Anything e l s e ?  

A. I j u s t  can ' t  remember anything s p e c i f i c a l l y .  

Q You d o n ' t  remember d i scuss ing  t h e  needless  
shooting? 

A. Well, it w a s  mentioned, s i r .  It  was p a r t  of 
t h e  t o t a l  d i scuss ion .  

Q. Between you and Major WATKE? 

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q - And w a s  t h a t  t h e  only t ime t h a t  yau t a l k e d  t o  
Major WATKE about i t ?  
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A. S i r ,  I t h i n k  I mentioned it t o  him once more. 
i n  my q u a r t e r s  when I was g iv ing  him a .h a i r c u t .  I gave 
h a i r c u t s  t o  t h e  o f f i c e r s  i n  our  company, and I j u s t  bare ly  
remember once mentioning something about it when I w a s  
g iving him a h a i r c u t  a week l a t e r ,  I th ink .  

Q. W e l l ,  what do you r e c a l l  saying a t  t h a t  
time? 

A. Mentioning t h a t  it was kind of a bad s i t u a t i o n ,  
and I j u s t  c a n ' t  r e m e m b e r  t h e  s p e c i f i c s ,  sir.  I j u s t  c a n ' t .  

Q - Do you remember what Major WATKE s a i d ?  

A. NO, sir,  I c a n ' t .  
4 

Q =  What o t h e r  a c t i o n  d i d  you as an o f f i c e r  o r  
s e c t i o n  l e a d e r  t ake  wi th  regard  t o  t h i s  i n c i d e n t .  

A. I f i l e d  i n  the  mission r e p o r t  what M r .  THOMP­
SON s a i d  along wi th  what he p u t  i n  t h e  mission r e p o r t ,  
r e i t e r a t i n g  t h a t  t h e r e  should be a l i t t l e  more coordina ­
t i o n .  I r e a l l y  c a n ' t  remember e x a c t l y ,  s ir ,  b u t  I re ­
member w e  made a r a t h e r  s t rong  mission r e p o r t  about 
t h a t  mission hoping t h a t  maybe somebody up a t  b a t t a l i o n  
would s e e  it and do something about it. 

Q- W e l l ,  you d i d n ' t  mention t h i s  i n  your previous 
testimony. L e t ' s  explore  t h i s  a l i t t l e  b i t .  Was t h i s  
a normal requirement ,  t o  f i l e  a mission r e p o r t ?  

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q What kind of a r e p o r t  was i t ?  Was it a stand ­
a r d  form? 

A. No, s ir .  I t  w a s  j u s t  a regu la r  memo t h i n g  
t h a t  w a s  ev iden t ly  p r i n t e d  up i n  b a t t a l i o n ,  o r  one of 
those  forms they have over  i n  Vietnam t h a t  a r e n ' t  any 
s p e c i f i c  numbered form. A t  t h e  bottom we p u t  t h e  number 
of rounds expended, t h e  names of the  u n i t s  supported., 
t he  s i t u a t i o n ,  t h e  KIA t h a t  we go t ,  t he  WIA t h a t  
we g o t ,  enemy KIA and WIA, and coordina tes  of t h e  a r e a  
supported,  s t u f f  l i k e  t h a t ,  and t h e  d e s c r i p t i o n  of 
the  mission t h a t  we performed. 
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Q. 	 	 How b i g  a form w a s  t h i s ?  

About e i g h t  and one-half by eleven.  

8. 	 	 A r e g u l a r ,  s tandard  shee t  of paper? 

A. 	 	 Yes, sir, t o  the  b e s t  of my knowledge. 

Q . Okay, you s a i d  t h a t  M r .  THOMPSON f i l e d  a 
w r i t t e n  r e p o r t ?  

A. No, s ir .  On second thought ,  it was longer  
than  e i g h t  and one-half by eleven.  I t  was .&out as  
long a s  t h e  paper you have t h e r e  ( i n d i c a t i n g  a l ega l -
s i z e  s h e e t ) .  

Q. 	 	 Long paper then? 

Q - You s a i d  t h a t  M r ,  mOMPSGM f i l e d  a w r i t t e n  
r e p o r t ?  

A. 	  	 Yes, sir ,  

Q . 	 	 Did you read it? 

A. Yes, sir,  
  


Q What d i d  it say? 
  


A. 	 	 I c a n s t  remember exac t ly ,  sir. 

Q - Well, d i d  it go i n t o  the  a l l e g a t i o n s  o r  in ­
c iden t s  t h a t  he had seen o r  was it i n  more broad, genera l  
terms? 

A. I th ink  it w a s  i n  much more broad terms. I 
th ink  a l l  t h e  s p e c i f i c s  about it were t o l d  t o  Major WATKE. 

Q. Well, t h e  genera l  terms would have been couched 
i n  what type of phraseology, a s  you r e c a l l  i t ?  

A. 	  	 I r e a l l y  c a n ' t  r e c a l l ,  sir.  I ' d  have t o  guess. 
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What d id  you say i n  your r e p o r t ?  

A.  I j u s t  read over what M r .  THOMPSON had s a i d ,  
and then put  my indorsement f o r  the  time t h a t  I flew. 
And I underl ined some th ings  t h a t  he had put  on it. 

Q You put  o u t  a s e p a r a t e  r e p o r t ?  

A .  No, sir. Mine was h i s  r e p o r t .  I t  was one 
mission r e p o r t  f o r  a whole day ' s  mission. 

Q But it w a s  f i l l e d  ou t  by the  scouts?  

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. You, then ,  added on t o  M r .  THOMPSON 's  r e p o r t ?  

A. Yes, sir. 

Q - W a s  it a sentence,  o r  two sentences ,  o r  a para ­
graph, o r  h a l f  a page? 

A. Probably a small  paragraph, s i r .  J u s t  t h a t  I 
s a i d  t h a t  we supported t o  t h e  nor th  and e a s t  of the  a rea ;  
t h a t  it had been q u i e t ;  t h a t  the  ground u n i t s  were s t a r t ­
i ng  t o  c lose  up t h e i r  sweep through the  a rea ;  and what 
time I had flown; and then M r .  THOMPSON'S s ta tement ,  t h e  
d e s c r i p t i o n  of the  mission. I c a n ' t  remember e x a c t l y ,  
bu t  I underl ined a few th ings .  I j u s t  c a n ' t  remember 
exac t ly  what they were. I r e a l l y  c a n ' t .  

Q. Well, w e r e  they s p e c i f i c  a l l e g a t i a n s  l i k e  
M r .  THOMPSON had made t o  Major WATKE? 

A. I r e a l l y  c a n ' t  remember, sir.  I t h i n k  he men­
t i oned  on t h e  r e p o r t  t h a t  t h e r e  was a l o t  of needless  
shoot ing.  I f  it w a s  worded anything l i k e  what M r .  THOMP­
S O N  s a i d ,  it would have been something l i k e  " the  ground 
u n i t s  were doing a l o t  of needless  shoot ing",  o r  some­
th ing  ,long t h a t  l i n e ,  o r  a s ta tement  of t h a t  type.  Be­
cause I underl ined it and put  "no t i ce"  i n  c a p i t a l  l e t t e r s  
beneath it, hoping t h a t  someone would pick it up and read it. 
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Q. You do r e c a l l  p u t t i n g  i n  c a p i t a l  l e t te rs  t h e  
word " n o t i c e " ?  

A, Y e s ,  I do. 

Q. And what k ind  of s t a t e m e n t  d i d  you p u t  down 
i n  your  paragraph? Did you p u t  down anyth ing  t o  r e i t e r -  
ate what M r .  THOMPSON had i n d i c a t e d  i n  h i s  w r i t t e n  por-  
t i o n  of t h e  r e p o r t ,  o r  w a s  yours  i n  g e n e r a l  t e rms ,  i nc lud ­
i n g  such t h i n g s  a s  you 've  i n d i c a t e d ; .  l a c k  of c o o r d i n a t i o n ,  
more p r e c i s e  p l ann ing ,  and t h a t  t ype  of t h i n g ?  

A .  That 'P b a s i c a l l y  it. My p a r t i c u l a r  d i s g u s t  
w a s  w i t h  t h e  ground coo rd ina t ion .  I f  t h e r e  was any, 
t h e r e  w a s  ve ry  l i t t l e .  

Q. Was t h e r e  anyth ing  i n  that r e p o r t  t h a t  you 
recal l  t h a t  w a s  a s p e c i f i c  a l l e g a t i o n  concern ing  wrong- 
doing,  t o  w i t :  k i l l i n g ,  c o n f r o n t a t i o n ,  o r  noncombatant 
dea ths  indica2eG on t h a t  ln iss ivn report? 

A. I t h i n k  he d i d  p u t  something t h e r e  about  
c i v i l i a n s  be ing  k i l l e d .  T h a t ' s  about  t h e  only  t h i n g  
I can remember j u s t  a l i t t l e  b i t  c l e a r l y .  He s t a t e d  
t h a t  there were a l o t  of c i v i l i a n s  be ing  k i l l e d ,  o r  
t h e r e  were c i v i l i a n s  be ing  k i l l e d .  I d o n u t  know i f  
he used t h e  words "a l o t " ,  o r  no t .  

Q - This  r e p o r t  w a s  t o  whom? Did you t u r n  it i n  
t o  t h e  o p e r a t i o n s  o f f i c e r ?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r ,  it i s  tu rned  i n t o  t h e  o p e r a t i o n s  
s p e c i a l i s t  back o u t  a t  Chu L a i .  I t  is  submi t t ed  and 
made o u t  a t  Chu La i .  

Q . This  i s  made o u t  a t  Chu La i?  

A. Y e s ,  s ir ,  

Q - That  was a f t e r  you and M r .  THOMPSON r e t u r n e d  
4 Chu Lai?  

A. Yes, s i r .  

Q. Did you precede  M r .  THOMPSON back t o  Chu Lai?  

(LLOYD) APP T-137 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 
 




FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 
 

A. Yes, s i r ,  bu t  I d i d n ' t  make o u t  my p a r t  of the  
mission r e p o r t  u n t i l  a f t e r  he had come back and made 

-

ou t  h i s .  I w a s  always t h e  las t  one t o  make it o u t ,  
because I had t o  review everything t h a t  went on a l l  day. 

Q Were you p resen t  when t h e  u n i t  a r r i v e d  back 
a t  Chu Lai?  

A. I was i n  t h e  company area .  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  
I was on t h e  f l i g h t  l i n e .  

Q - You hooked up with THOMPSON sometime l a t e r ?  

A. Yes, sir. A f t e r  he came back. 

Q Do you know whether THOMPSON went r i g h t  i n t o  
the  f l i g h t  opera t ions  and f i l e d  the  mission r e p o r t ?  

A. I r e a l l y  d o n ' t  know, sir. 

Q. Do you r e c a l l  when you f i l l e d  your p a r t  of the  
mission? W a s  it a f t e x  dark o r  a f t e r  supper? 

A. Y e s ,  sir. I t  must have been between 6 and 8 p.m, 

Q - This  w a s  then turned i n t o  the  opera t ions  o f f i c e r  
t h e r e ?  

A. S i r ,  the ops o f f i c e r  wasn 't t h e r e ,  There was 
a S p e c i a l i s t  FORD t h a t  was i n  charge of opera t ions  
a t  n i g h t ,  and we always gave it t o  him. 

Q. Do you know what h i s  name i s ?  

A. George FORD. 

Q. S p e c i a l i s t  George FQRD? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Do you know what happened t o  t h i s  mission 
r e p o r t ?  Did they conso l ida te  them t h e r e  wi th in  t h e  
unit? 
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A. Yes, s ir .  They were f i l e d  i n  t h e  s t e e l  f i l e  
cabine t .  I 'm n o t  s u r e  what the  d i s p o s i t i o n  was from t h e r e ,  
b u t  I t h i n k  it went t o  be reviewed by somebody up i n  
t h e  b a t t a l i o n  2 s e c t i o n .  The b a t t a l i o n  was always i n  
on our opera t ions  as f a r  as c r i t i c i s m .  

Q. W e l l ,  I ' m  t r y i n g  t o  a s c e r t a i n  now, M r .  LLOYD, 
whether o r  no t  someone t h e r e  a t  the  company l e v e l  con­
s o l i d a t e d  a l l  t he  mission r e p o r t s  from t h e  guns, t h e  
s l i c k s ,  and t h e  scou t s ,  made out  a s i n g l e  r e p o r t  and 
forwarded it t o  b a t t a l i o n ,  o r  whether b a t t a l i o n  go t  each 
i n d i v i d u a l  r e p o r t ?  

A. I t h i n k  they s tayed i n  i n d i v i d u a l  r e p o r t s  from 
each s e c t i o n .  I f  they were consol ida ted ,  it would have 
been t h e  func t ion  of the  ops o f f i c e r .  We never d i d  t h a t  
i n  t h e  s e c t i o n s .  

Q You i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  these  were f i l e d  i n  a 
s t e e l  c o n - t a i ~ ~ e rt h e r e ?  

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q. I ' m  t r y i n g  t o  r e l a t e  now how they could y e t  t o  
b a t t a l i o n  and s t i l l  be f i l e d  i n  a s t e e l  con ta ine r?  

A. I t h i n k  e i t h e r  someone from t h e  b a t t a l i o n  came 
down ever  day o r  two o r  p e r i o d i c a l l y  t o  look a t  them, o r  
they were forwarded up and came back. I d o n ' t  know how 
b a t t a l i o n  g o t  it, b u t  I know they knew of a l l  t h e  missions 
t h a t  we d id .  And they always checked our a f t e r  a c t i o n  
r e p o r t s ,  because q u i t e  o f t e n  we got  c o n s t r u c t i v e  c r i t i c i s m  
o r  o t h e r  comments on t h e  missions t h a t  we had performed. 

You'd only f i l l  t h i s  ou t  i n  one copy? 

A. Yes, s ir ,  I th ink  so.  

Q. Okay. La te r  on you ind ica ted  i n  your previous 
testimony t h a t  you checked a t  b a t t a l i o n ?  

A. Yes, s i r .  

Q Would you run through how you checked f o r  
us p lease?  
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A. Y e s ,  s ir .  I went up t o  the  b a t t a l i o n  2 s e c t i o n ,  
and I walked i n  and asked the  s p e c i a l i s t  a t  t h e  desk 
i f  anything had come up from our  opera t ion  with Task Force 
Barker, and he d idn '  t know anything about it. 

Q - You asked t h e  s p e c i a l i s t  a t  the  desk? 

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q. Did you t a l k  t o  any o f f i c e r s  about i t ?  

A. No, sir. 

Q Why d i d  you t a l k  t o  the  s p e c i a l i s t ?  What. 
would make yo; th ink  that j u s t  any o l d  s p e c i a l i s t  up 
t h e r e  would know all about t h i s  type of r e p o r t ?  

A. Well, a t  t h i s  time the  2 shop was almost 
vacant. I be l i eve  it w a s  on a Sunday. It  was a time 
when t h e r e  wasn ' t  anybody t h e r e ,  and he was t h e  one 
t h a t  everyone comes through. Any time we have any- 
t h i n g  l i k e  f l i g h t  r ecords  o r  any acc iden t  r e p o r t s ,  we 
hand-carry them up t o  t h i s  fe l low.  Because I have 
brought acc iden t  r e p o r t s  t o  t h e  same person. 

Q. Do you know h i s  name? 

A. No, s ir ,  I don ' t .  

Q - Well, I ' m  t r y i n g  t o  r e l a t e  these  th ings .  Here 
was a r e p o r t  t h a t  was s e r i o u s  enough f o r  one of your o f f i c e r s  
t o  t e l l  you. H e  "Lk?e.~t o l d  the  company commander, Major 
WATKE. Then t h e r e  w a s  a  p r i v a t e  d iscuss ion  s o  t h a t  it 
wouldn't  be involved with the  s p e c i a l i s t ,  and an a f t e r  
a c t i o n  r e p o r t .  Then t o  check on it, you checked with 
a e n l i s t e d  s p e c i a l i s t  up a t  b a t t a l i o n .  And apparent ly  
you d i d n ' t  cons ider  it t o  be s e r i o u s  enough t o  t a l k  t o  any 
of t h e  o t h e r  o f f i c e r s  about i t ,  t h e  S2 o f f i c e r  i n  f a c t .  
I j u s t  c a n ' t  q u i t e  r e c o n c i l e  i n  my mind i f  t h i s  was i m ­
p o r t s - _  t o  you, which I be l i eve  it was and which you have 
i n d i c a t e d  it was, why you stopped with a s p e c i a l i s t  a t  
b a t t a l i o n  and you d i d n ' t  c a r r y  it through? 
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A. Well, sir,  I d i d n ' t  want t o  go s tepping  
ou t  of bounds, and I f e l t  t h a t  I had p r e t t y  w e l l  seen 
my o b l i g a t i o n  through r i g h t  o f f  by t a l k i n g  t o  Major WATKE 
about it, And I d i d n ' t  want t o  go g e t t i n g  anybody angry 
a t  me by p ress ing  around b a t t a l i o n  about it. I f  it would 
have been t o  t h a t  po in t ,  I would have gone back t o  Major 
WATKE about it. I f  I was r e a l l y  vehement about it, I 
would have gone back t o  Major WATKE and perhaps requested 
he start  p ress ing  people. But it was no t  my p o s i t i o n  
t o  go up and p ress  people i n  the  b a t t a l i o n  2 s e c t i o n .  

Q- Did you go back and p ress  Major WATKE? 

A. No, s i r ,  I d i d n ' t .  

Q. You were t o l d  t h a t  they had seen nothing a t  
b a t t a l i o n ,  but  then  again you d i d n ' t  f e e l  s t rong ly  enough 
t o  come back to ask Major WATKE about it? 

A,  I w a s  l e d  t o  b e l i e v e ,  s ir ,  bu t  I c a n ' t  remember 
who from, bu t  I guess t h e r e  were rumors c i r c u l a t i n g  around 
t h e  company. I guess i t ' s  hearsay-- that  t h i s  was being 
i n v e s t i g a t e d  by Task Force Barker people, I j u s t  f igured  
t h a t  they probably a l ready had been made aware of it, be­
cause t h a t  rumor wouldn't  have f i l t e r e d  through t o  us i f  
it hadn ' t .  

Q- Well, d i d  you ever  hear  anything more about 
t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ?  

A. No, sir.  Shor t ly  a f t e r  t h a t  I was h i t ,  and 
I d i d n ' t  g e t  a chance t o  stay around. We were very ,  
very busy a f t e r  t h a t  time. Af te r  t h a t  mission,  we d i d n ' t  
r e a i l y  get an awful l o t  of time t o  check i n t o  s t u f f .  
A s  a mat t e r  of f a c t ,  I th ink  Major WATKE t o l d  me 
t h a t  t h e  Task Force Barker people were i n v e s t i g a t i n g  
t h i s .  

Do you th ink  Major WATKE t o l d  you t h i s ?  

(LLOYD) 57 APP T-137 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 
 

2 



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 
 

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  I t h i n k  so .  I vaguely remember 
 
j u s t  a sk ing  him whatever became of t h e  i n c i d e n t .  And I 
 
t h i n k  he mentioned something t o  t h e  e f f e c t  t h a t  t h e  Task 
 
Force  Barker  people  were g e t t i n g  i n t o  it. 
 

Q. W a s  t h a t  wh i l e  you w e r e  g i v i n g  a him a h a i r c u t ?  

A. I t  might have been,  s i r .  I j u s t  c a n ' t  remember 

e x a c t l y  when it w a s .  But I remember somebody say ing  tha t - ­ 

I can't t h i n k  of  t h e  c o l o n e l ' s  name--the c o l o n e l  who was 

t h e  head of  t h a t  b a t t a l i o n  t h a t  w a s  on t h e  o p e r a t i o n  had 

been n o t i f i e d .  


Q Colonel  BARKER? 

A. Colonel  BARKER, t h a t ' s  r i g h t .  

- Q - Did you have an o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  t a l k  t o  anyone 
from Task Force  B c ~ k e rabout  it be fo re  you l e f t  the u n i t ?  

A. No, sir. I wish I had,  b u t  I never  g o t  t h e  
  
chance. 
 

Q. When w e r e  you wounded? 

A. On 8 A p r i l ,  sir.  

Q So you w e r e  t h e r e  f o r  about  3 weeks a f t e r  t h e  
i n c i d e n t ?  

A.  Yes, sir. We o p e r a t e d  o f f  D o t t i e  q u i t e  a b i t  
  
a f t e r  t h a t ,  and I w a s  q u i t e  o f t c n  tempted tc go w a l t z i n g  
  
o v e r  t o  t h e  Barker  people ,  because t h e r e  were some 
 
up t h e r e ,  and ask about  it. But I d i d n ' t  want t o  
  
go s t e p p i n g  o u t  of bounds. 
 

Q. Did you h e a r  anyth ing  about an i n v e s t i g a t i o n 

d i r e c t l y  from your people?  M r .  THOMPSON, d i d  he e v e r  men­

t i o n  t h a t  he  w a s  p a r t i c i p a t i n g  i n  o r  making a s t a t emen t  

for c;. i n v e s t i g a t i o n ?  


58 APP T-137 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 
 

A ,  I b e l i e v e  h i s  complaint about the  mission was what 
s t a r t e d  t h i s  co lonel  from t h e  ground u n i t  i n v e s t i g a t i n g  it. 
How he got  it--I th ink  perhaps it came from Major WATKE o r  
through our b a t t a l i o n  o f f i c i a l l y ,  no t  through t h e  company 
commander o r  through the  chain of command. I ' m  no t  exac t ly  
su re  how it was done. 

Q Do you r e c a l l  ever  hearing,  M r .  THOMPSON t e l l i n g  
you o r  any of t h e  people i n  t h e  scout  s e c t i o n  t e l l i n g  you 
t h a t  they had t o  make a s tatement  o r  they d i d ,  i n  
f a c t ,  w r i t e  o u t  a s tatement  o r  were, i n  f a c t ,  interviewed 
o r  anything l i k e  t h i s ?  

A. I th ink  M r .  THOMPSON, now t h a t  I th ink  about it, 
had t o  make a s p e c i a l  t r i p  t o  be interviewed about 
t h i s .  i n c i d e n t  maybe 2 t o  5 days l a t e r ,  o r  sometime 
immediately fol lowing t h a t  opera t ion .  Yes, I t h i n k ,  as  
a ma t t e r  of f a c t ,  he had t o  fly--he e i t h e r  went up i:o b a t t a l ­
i on  t o  do i t ,  _a< flew d ~ w -t o  Dot t i e ,  but  I. t h i n k  ht:.. d i d  have 
t o  go and make a s tatement  t o  someone about it. This i s  
t h e  b e s t  I can r e c a l l .  

Q. Now t h a t  you r e c a l l  t h a t ,  do you r e c a l l  th: \ t  an 
i n v e s t i g a t i o n  w a s  going on? 

A, I d o n ' t  know whether it was an inves t iga t io i \ . ,  
bu t  somebody s a i d  t h e  mat ter  was being looked i n t o .  I .:'.mag­
i n e  t h a t  it w a s  an i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  

Q. Do you assume o r  do you now r e c a l l  t h a t  M r .  T113MPSON 
went somewhere with r e fe rence  t o  what he had seen? 

A. Y e s ,  sir,  t h a t  I most d e f i n i t e l y  r e c a l l ,  becaus? 
he had, I t h i n k ,  a whole morning of f  o r  a f te rnoon.  I think 
t h a t  was t h e  opera t ion .  Yes, t h a t ' s  the  one t h a t  he had t o  
make some s o r t  of s ta tement  about.  I c a n ' t  remember who it 
w a s  o r  where it was t o ,  b u t  I remember we had t o  reschedule 
M r .  GUALTIER t o  f l y .  I was going t o  have M r .  THOMPSON f l y  
then ,  and he go t  t h e  af te rnoon of f  f o r  t h a t ,  and I had t o  
-eschedule, s h u f f l e  around the  f l i g h t s .  

Q.. Would it have been i n  the  morning? 
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A.  Yes, s i r ,  it could have been. I know he h a d ' t o  
go then,because he was due t o  go t o  LOH t r a n s i t i o n  j u s t  very 
s h o r t l y  a f t e r  t h a t  mission,  wi th in  about a week a f t e r  t h a t  
mission, and it would probably have been the  week 
following March 16th.  

Q. Do you r e c a l l  t a l k i n g  t o  M r .  THOMPSON a f t e r  he 
came back .and g e t t i n g  a d e b r i e f i n g  from him a s  t o  where he 
had gone, o r  whom he had seen,  o r  what had t r a n s p i r e d ?  

A.  I t a l k e d  t o  him, b u t  I c a n ' t  remember what he s a i d .  
He s a i d  something about making a s tatement  about t h a t  opera ­
t i o n  o r  something t o  t h a t  e f f e c t .  I c a n ' t  r e a l l y  remember. 
I remember being t o l d  t h a t  I wasn ' t  supposed to - - tha t  m i s ­
s i o n  wasn ' t  supposed t o  be t a l k e d  about, o r  it was f o r  only 
those  who were involved. Or ig ina l ly ,  it was supposed t o  be 
a s e c r e t  mission,  you know, only those who were involved 
i n  t h e  mission. And r a r e l y  were we ever  permi t ted  t o  t a l k  
about t h e s e  type  missions and what they were about even when 
they were over .  Aid he emphasized t h i s  i n  the  s ta tement  
t h a t  he made, something t o  t h e  e f f e c t  t h a t  he wasn ' t  
supposed t o  go around t e l l i n g  anyone about it. 

Q. M r .  THOMPSON t o l d  you t h i s ?  

A. Yes, s i r ,  Now again I ' m  no t  su re  how he 
worded it o r  e x a c t l y  what h i s  words were, bu t  it w a s  
something t o  the e f f e c t  t h a t  it was only f o r  those  
who needed t o  be involved,  o r  something along t h a t  l i n e .  

Q Well, d i d  you cons ider  t h a t  t o  be a  type o f  
suppression? 

A .  No, sir.  I mean, every mission over  t h e r e  had 
an element of suppression t o  it. W e  only t a l k e d  about it 
t o  those who were involved i n  it. I t  wasn ' t  something t h a t  
when you went up t o  t h e  c lub ,  you t a l k e d  t o  o t h e r  Huey 
p i l o t s  i n  o t h e r  u n i t s ,  because they d i d n ' t  have anything t o  
do with our  missions.  

Q. Do you r e c a l l  who M r .  THOMPSON t a l k e d  t o  o r  have any 
r e c o l l e c t i o n  about  where he had gone? 

A. I th ink  he t a l k e d  t o  someone from t h e  ground u n i t ,  
sir, i n  t h e  presence of somebody from our b a t t a l i o n ,  bu t  I 
r e a l l y  c a n ' t  remember exac t ly .  I j u s t  c a n ' t  remember. 

(LLOYD) 60 APP T-137 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 
 

Q. What makes you t h i n k  somebody from b a t t a l i o n  was 
t h e r e .  

A. Because I t h i n k  t h e  complaint  was i n i t i a t e d  through 
o u r  b a t t a l i o n  o r  something was mentioned from b a t t a l i o n .  
Ev iden t ly  t h e r e  was no th ing - - i t  must have been c a r r i e d  o u t  
v e r b a l l y .  I f  it was c a r r i e d  o u t  i n  w r i t i n g ,  no one wanted 
t o  t e l l  m e  about  it. Because when I went t o  s e e  t h a t  spec ­
i a l i st ,  he  knew no th ing  about .  

Q I n  your  p rev ious  tes t imony , s i r ,  you ind ica t ed - ­
and I w i l l  r e a d  you t h e  q u e s t i o n s  asked you: 

"Q. Did Major WATKE say  anyth ing  t o  you a t  a l a t e r  
t ime  concerning t h e  r e p o r t  t h a t  THOMPSON had made t o  
him o r  concerning any i n v e s t i g a t i o n ?  

' 8k .  No, sir. ~ o t h i n gwas mentioned." 

Now today ,  you s t a t e d  t h e r e  w e r e  some changes 
t o  t h a t ?  

A.  Y e s ,  sir. 

Q There w e r e  a t  l e a s t  one o r  perhaps  two d i s ­
c u s s i o n s  between you and Major WATKE concerning i t ?  

A .  Y e s ,  s ir .  When you mentioned about M r .  THOMPSON 
perhaps  be ing  in t e rv i ewed ,  I remembered t h a t  he  had,  i n  f a c t ,  
been in t e rv i ewed  by someone about  t h a t .  I t h i n k  t h a t  t h e  
t i m e  I gave Major WATKE t h e  h a i r c u t  w a s  somewhere a long i n  
t h a t  t ime.  That" what reminded m e  t o  mention t h e  comment 
t o  Major WATKE--wel l ,  what I mentioned t o  Major WATKE was 
more o r  less i n  pas s ing .  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  i t  was a d i s c u s s i o n  
as such.  

Q Now, I ' m  popping around h e r e  a l i t t l e  b i t .  To 
go back t o  t h e  1 6 t h ,  a f t e r  M r .  THOMPSON was back on t h e  
ri,. s s i o n  and you had your  conve r sa t ion  w i t h  Major WATKE some­
where i n  t h e  van,  you s a i d ,  I b e l i e v e ,  e a r l i e r  i n  t h e  t e s ­
timony today ,  t h a t  it was a g e n e r a l  conve r sa t ion  and t h a t  
you asked him what he  thought  about  i t  o r  something.  Would 
you s ta te  aga in  Major WATKE's a t t i t u d e  o r  response? 

(LLOYD) APP T-137 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 



FOR Oi'FICIAL USE 3NLY 

A. Well, s i r ,  Major WATKE was t e r r i b l y  noncommittal. 
H e  was t h a t  way about a l l  s o r t s  of th ings .  H e  was very coo l  
and c o l l e c t e d .  He d i d n ' t  g e t  a l l  f i r e d  up. Like t h e  way 
M r .  THOMPSON was t e l l i n g  me, it automat ica l ly  go t  me f i r e d  
up a  l i t t l e  b i t .  And Major WATKE, t h e  only t h i n g  I 
can yaguely remember him saying is  t h a t ,  would be looked 
i n t o ,  and t h a t ' s  about a l l .  H e  was more f o r  l i s t e n i n g  than  
d iscuss ing  i t ,  because he wasn' t t h e r e ,  and he wasn' t 
about t o  go jumping t o  conclusions about it. 

Q *  Do you b e l i e v e  t h a t  he  was concerned about i t ?  

A .  Y e s ,  sir. 

Q- Do you b e l i e v e  h e  thought t h a t  THOMPSON had 
given him an accura te  p i c t u r e  of  what had t r a n s p i r e d ?  

A. T h a t ' s  hard  t o  s a y ,  sir. 

Q. You i n d i c a t e d  e a r l i e r ,  i n  your response t o  a 
ques t ion  with r e fe rence  t o  Major WATKE: 

"Q. Was he i n t e r e s t e d ;  was he concerned? 

"A, Well, s ir ,  he  seemed a  l i t t l e  d i sgus ted  
about i t ,  too .  He gave t h e  a t t i t u d e  t h a t  per- 
haps it was a l i t t l e  b i t  overexpressed on M r .  
THOMPSON'S p a r t ,  b u t  he d i d  show concern 
about i t . "  

Is t h a t  a f a i r  s ta tement?  

A .  T h a t ' s  about r i g h t ,  sir. M r .  THOMPSON loved t o  
  

i n f l a t e  a l o t  of t5 ings  about a l l  t h e  missions t h a t  we went 
 

on. He go t  a l l  e x c i t e d  about it. He g e t s  e x c i t e d  e a s i l y .  
  

And Major WATKE r e a l i z e d  t h i s .  And l i k e  I s a y ,  Major 
 

WATKE is very  cool .  Although he expressed concern,  
  

he  wasn ' t  about t o  go and g e t  a l l  e x c i t e d  about it. 
 


Q. Do you t h i n k  M r .  THOMPSON had i n f l a t e d  t h i s  
p a r t i c u l a r  r e p o r t ?  " I n f l a t e d "  is your word. I j u s t  used 
it to8'iy. 

A.  ( In te rpos ing)  I had my doubts ,  s ir .  After ­
wards, my doubts were erased .  

Q. I recognize t h a t  today it might n o t  seem l i k e  it 
was i n f l a t e d  because of t h e  circumstances.  

A .  Right ,  s ir .  
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Q. However, I am t r y i n g  t o  ask you from your  r eco l ­
l e c t i o n  as t o  t h e  way you f e l t  about  it on t h a t  day,  16 
March? 

A. W e l l ,  I b e l i e v e d  verba t im what he s a i d  about  t h e  
t h r e e  c h i l d r e n  and t h e  f a c t  t h a t  he s a i d  they were going t o  
be s h o t  and t h a t  t h e r e  was some s h o o t i n g  going on,  The amount 
of s h o o t i n g  t h a t  he impl ied ,  I had my doubts  about .  But when 
w e  g o t  back t o  t h e  u n i t  and t h e  gun p i l o t s  were t a l k i n g  about  
a l l  t h e  i n d i s c r i m i n a t e  f i r i n g  down t h e r e ,  w e l l ,  t hen  it 
s t a r t e d  t o  j e l l  a l i t t l e  b i t  more t h a t  it r e a l l y  was a 
much worse scene  t h a n  I had a n t i c i p a t e d  it was. I a l s o  
tended t o  t a k e  it a l i t t l e  b i t  l i g h t e r  t han  M r .  THOMPSON was 
s t a t i n g  it, 

Q There was some t a l k  among t h e  gun p i l o t s ?  

A, Y e s  I sir. 

Q - Do you know whether any of them f i l l e d  o u t  a 
miss ion  r e p o r t ,  t o  i n c l u d e  any a l l e g a t i  qns?  

A. I h a v e n ' t  t h e  r emotes t  i d e a ,  s i r .  

Q Did you t a l k  t o  Captain  MCCRARY about i t ?  

A. Who, s i r ?  

Q - Not Captain  MCCRARY. I 'rri s o r r y .  M r .  BAKER? 

A. Nol sir. 

Q L i e u t e n a n t  LIVINGSTON? 

A. No, sir, w e  d i d n ' t .  

Q * MILLIANS? MANSELL? REUTNER? 

A. Other  t h a n  t h e  d i s c u s s i o n s  t h a t  w a s  going on 
about  t h e  i n d i s c r i m i n a t e  f i r i n g  of o t h e r  gunships  i n  t h e  
area and t h e  p r e p ,  t h e  LZ p rep ,  t h e r e  w e r e n ' t  any s p e c i f i c s  
-7entioned t h a t  I can remember. They t o o  made some a l l e g a t i o n s  
about  t h e r e  was a l o t  of need le s s  s h o o t i n g  going on down 
t h e r e ,  b u t  I c a n ' t  remember anyth ing  s p e c i f i c ,  because I 
d i d n ' t  s i t  down and a c t u a l l y  t a l k  s p e c i f i c a l l y  w i t h  anyone 
about  it. I j u s t  s o r t  of caught  t h e  remarks i n  pas s ing .  
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Q And where was a l l  t h i s  conversat ion going on? 

A. Back i n  the  company a rea ,  s i r ,  a t  t h e  b i l l e t s .  

Q. A t  the  b i l l e t s  t h a t  n igh t?  

A, Yes, sir. 

Q 
more 

Then it r a t h e r  d i s s i p a t e d  and you d i d n ' t  hear  any 
about it l a t e r  on? 

A,  Well, t h e r e  could have been some out  a t  Dot t ie  t o o  
a f t e r  the a i r c r a f t  had landed. Seems t o  me t h a t  I remember 
some comments i n  pass ing  t o  f o r t i f y  what M r .  THOMPSON s a i d ,  
but  I c a n ' t  remember s p e c i f i c a l l y .  I r e a l l y  c a n ' t .  

Q. Now, as  I understand it, i n  summation, THOMPSON 
t a l k e d  t o  you on o r  about noon of the  16th.  You and THOMP­
SON went t o  s e e  WATKE. THOMPSON repor ted  t o  WATKE what he 
had seen. You l e f t ,  and f e e l  t h a t  WATKE and THOMPSON con­
t inued d i scuss ions  about t h i s  i n c i d e n t .  THOMPSON went ou t  
and flew, had a  blade s t r i k e ,  and came back. You went out  i n  
your sh ip ,  and came back. THOMPSON took your s h i p  and f i n i s h e d  
out  the  mission. And you took t h e  sh ip  with t h e  damaged 
blade back t o  Chu Lai?  

A. To t h e  b e s t  of my r e c o l l e c t i o n ,  yes ,  sir.  

Q That n i g h t ,  THOMPSON f i l l e d  o u t  h i s  mission re ­
p o r t  and i n d i c a t e d  something about unnecessary k i l l i n g  o r  a 
l o t  of shoot ing ,  Is t h a t  what you s t a t e d ?  

A. To t h e  b e s t ' o f  my knowledge, yes ,  sir. 

Q- You r e i t e r a t e d  t h i s  on your p a r t  of  t h e  m i s ­
s i o n  r e p o r t ?  

A. On my p a r t  of the  mission r e p o r t ,  I mentioned 
t h e  l ack  of coordina t ion ,  and I underl ined some of t h e  
th ings  with t h e  word "no t i ce"  t h a t  M r .  THOMPSON had put .  

Q - Was t h i s  with r e f e r e n c e  t o  coordina t ion ,  o r  w a s  
t h i s  with r e f e r e n c e  to- ­
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A. ( In te rpos ing)  This was with r e fe rence  t o  the  
k i l l i n g  ~ f  c i v i l i a n s .  

Q - I see.  Then you r e c a l l  sometime l a t e r ,  2 t o  5 
days I b e l i e v e  you ind ica ted ,  M r .  THOMPSON having t o  
go somewhere t o  have t o  t a l k  t o  someone about it.  Do you 
r e c a l l  anyone e l s e  having t o  go t a l k  about i t ?  

A. No, s ir .  

Q - Any of the  e n l i s t e d  men? 

A. N o ,  sir,  I don ' t .  

Q. When M r .  THOMPSON came back, he d i d n ' t  t e l l  you 
who he t a l k e d  t o ?  

A. He t o l d  me, s i r ,  bu t  I c a n ' t  remember. 

Q . But you g o t  the  impression t h a t  he t a l k e d  t o  some­
one about i t ?  

A. Yes, s ir .  I--he l e d  me t o  b e l i e v e  it was some­
body. I c a n ' t  remember now, bu t  I t h i n k  it was somebody 
from t h e  ground u n i t  along with some o f f i c e r s  from t h e  bat ­
t a l i o n ,  I t h i n k ,  

Q Do you know the  rank? 

A. No, sir ,  I don ' t :  

Q - And THOMPSON t o l d  you something t o  t h e  e f f e c t  
t h a t  it s h o u l d n ' t  be t a l k e d  about? 

A. To the  b e s t  of my knowledge, yes ,  s i r .  

Q Do you be l i eve  he heard t h a t  from whoever he t a l k e d  
t o ?  

A. No, s i r .  I th ink  it was j u s t  one of those 
+hings t h a t  he r e a l i z e d  t h a t  he might have been making waves, 
and he d i d n ' t  want t o  p u b l i c i z e  the  f a c t  t h a t  he was making 
waves. 

Q. . I see .  You then sometime l a t e r  discussed it 
wi th  Major WATKE, e i t h e r  a t  a h a i r c u t t i n g  sess ion  o r  something-­
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A. 	 ( In te rpos ing)  I n  pass ing ,  sir.  

Q - And the  conversat ion was t h a t  t h e r e  was going t o  
be o r  t h a t . t h e r e  was, i n  f a c t ,  an i n v e s t i g a t i o n ?  

A, Yes, s ir .  

Q. 	 Something t o  t h a t  e f f e c t ?  

A. 	 Yes, s ir .  

Q .  You then checked l a t e r  o r  before  t h i s  time? 

A, I checked before  t h a t ,  sir.  

Q. You checked with b a t t a l i o n ,  wi th  an S2 s p e c i a l i s t ,
and he knew nothing of t h i s  mission r e p o r t ?  

A. 	  Right,  s ir .  

Q And you l e f t  on o r  about 8 Apr i l  and had heard 
nothing e l s e  o t h e r  than  t h i s  o r  taken no a c t i o n  yourse l f  
o the r  than  t h i s  as  you have i n d i c a t e d  i n  testimony? 

A. 	  Yes, s i n ,  

LTC 	PATTERSON: The hear ing  w i l l  r ecess .  

(The hea r ing  r e c e s s e d  a t  100 hours ,  1 0  February 
1970.) 
 

(The hear ing  reconvened a t  10i5 kcnrs ,  10 
February 1 970. ) 

LTC PATTERSON: The hear ing  w i l l  come t o  o rde r .  

RCDR : A l l  persons p resen t  when t h e  hea r ing  recessed  
a r e  again p resen t ,  

LTC PAT'TERSON: A s  I understand, M r .  LLOYD, you do no t  
r e c a l l  o r  you do n o t  know what happened t o  t h e  mission re­
p o r t s  t h a t  you f i l l  o u t ,  o r  t h a t  you d i d  f i l l  o u t ,  f o r  
t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  mission and gave t o  your company opera t ions  
s p e c i a l i s t ?  
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A, That ' s  r i g h t ,  s i r .  

Q You do n o t  know whether they go forward o r  whether 
they a r e  consol ida ted  a t  company l e v e l ?  

A. I do n o t  know, sir. 

Q Are you f a m i l i a r  with the  r e p o r t  o r  any r e p o r t s  
t h a t  S p e c i a l i s t  KUBERT makes, w r i t t e n  r e p o r t s ?  

A. I know t h a t  he makes r e p o r t s ,  s i r ,  an o v e r a l l  
conso l ida t ion  of t h e  days '  missions from h i s  s tandpoin t .  

Q - A t  LZ Dot t ie?  Because as  I understand it, he 
w a s  working a t  LZ Dot t ie .  

A. Y e s ,  sir.  I t h ink  he keeps a running account 
of what i s  going on. I be l i eve  t h a t ' s  a l s o  turned  i n t o  
t h e  ops people a t  Chu Lai .  I j u s t  vaguely remember t h a t  
he keeps some ?.t>rtof a 7.og of opera t ions .  

Q. Do you know o r  have any knowledge of what he 
p u t  on t h a t  r e p o r t ,  o r  d i d  you t e l l  him t o  put  anything on 
t h e r e ?  

A. No, s i r ,  I d i d  not .  

Q. Well, s i r ,  is  t h e r e  anything e l s e  t h a t  you can 
add a t  t h i s  p o i n t ?  

A. Well, I d o n ' t  know i f  t h i s  i s  p e r t i n e n t  t o  the  
a c t u a l  i n c i d e n t  i t s e l f ,  b u t  when we were b r i e f e d  on t h e  
opera t ion ,  I w a s  l e d  t o  be l i eve  from what I was b r i e f e d  
t h a t  t h i s  was i n  P i n k v i l l e  proper .  Yet ,  t o  my knowledge, 
t h e  t roops  never swept through the  P i n k v i l l e  proper ,  
t h e  one t h a t  is  denoted i n  pink on the  map. 

Q- Have you read  Look magazine, M r .  LLOYD? 

A,  No, sir. 

Q. You haven ' t  read  t h a t  a r t i c l e  where t h e  r e ­
p o r t e r  a s s e r t s  t h e  t roops went i n t o  t h e  wrong a rea?  

A. No, sir. 
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Q You a r e  n o t  f a m i l i a r  t hen  wi th  t h e  second u n i t  t h a t  
w a s  a i r l i f t e d  i n  on t h a t  same day? 

A. NO, sir.  

Q- o v e r  c l o s e  t o  the c o a s t  o r  j u s t  t o  t h e  south ­
w e s t  of P i n k v i l l e ,  t h e  co lored  a r e a ?  

A, No, s ir .  The people  t h a t  we suppor ted  were t h e  
ones t h a t  went through t h e  l i t t l e  v i l l a g e .  And a l l  of my 
reconning w a s  done wi th  t h e i r  advance element j u s t  t o  t h e  
n o r t h e a s t  of t h e  v i l l a g e .  I w a s  unaware t h a t  they  had even 
p u t  down on t h e  o t h e r  s i d e .  

Q - W e l l ,  t h e r e  w a s  a second LZ used.  I t  w a s  j u s t  
t o  t he  southwest  of P i n k v i l l e  as you n o t e  on t h e  map by 
c o l o r ,  My L a i  (1). And, they  d i d ,  i n  f a c t ,  go ove r  on t h e  
pen insu la  and,  i n  f a c t ,  on subsequent  days moved a l l  t he  way 
n o r t h ,  a l l  t h e  way up around t h e  hook. But t h i s  w a s  ano the r  
u n i t  of 
B/4 /3 .  

t h e  same b a t t a l i o n ,  Task Force Barker .  I n  f a c t ,  

A, W e l l ,  I was unaware t h a t  had taken  p l a c e .  

Q - Do you have anyth ing  e l s e ?  

A.  Not t h a t  I can t h i n k  ' o f ,  s ir .  

Q - Now shou ld  you t h i n k  of any th ing  e l s e ,  such as 
l a s t  t i m eyou have s i n c e  t h e  t h a t  we t a l k e d ,  such a s  t h i s  

w r i t t e n  r e p o r t  t h a t  you recaLl making, i f  t h e r e  is  anyth ing  
e l s e  t h a t  you r e c a l l  subsequent  t o  today ,  I would a p p r e c i a t e  
i t  i f  you would c o n t a c t  us immediately s o  t h a t  we can have 
t h e  b e n e f i t  of such in format ion .  I b e l i e v e  you have a l s o  
been asked i f  you come ac ros s  any documents, p h y s i c a l  
evidence,  photos ,  le t ters ,  anyth ing  of t h i s  s o r t ,  w e  
would a p p r e c i a t e  your making t h o s e  a v a i l a b l e  t o  us f o r  use 
i n  t h i s  i n q u i r y .  Is t h e r e  any th ing  e l s e  t h a t  you would l i k e  
t o  say ,  s i r ?  

A. Yes, sir. Although it is hard  t o  remember 
t h i n g s  s p e c i f i c a l l y  as you--like du r ing  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  
hearil-ly, r i g h t  now--as you have mentioned t h i n g s ,  it has 
a u t o m a t i c a l l y  b rought  t h i n g s  back.  And, I ' m  s u r e ,  perhaps 
wi th  r a t h e r  random words, t h i n g s  would come back.  But j u s t  
t r y i n g  t o  remember by myse l f ,  i t ' s  t h e  b e s t  I can do, what 
I have done, Like a l l  of a sudden it came back when you men- 
t i o n e d  about  M r .  THOMPSON be ing  in t e rv i ewed ,  and I remembered 
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t h a t ,  y e s ,  he d i d  go t o  be in te rv iewed.  And it brought  back 
t h e  whole s e r i e s  t h a t  I mentioned a long  wi th  t h a t .  But some­
t h i n g  l i k e  t h a t  i s  r e a l l y  ha rd  t o  remember. 

Q 0 Do you have any f e e l i n g  t h a t  t h e r e  w a s  an  a t t empt  
t o  suppress  o r  cover  up t h e  i n c i d e n t  as a l l e g e d  by M r .  THOMP­
SON and o t h e r s ?  

A. No, sir.  I would n o t  say t h e r e  was an a t t empt  t o  
cover  up. I would say perhaps it was k e p t  a l i t t l e  q u i e t  
from our  s t a n d p o i n t ,  i n  t h a t  it was n o t  ou r  p o s i t i o n  t o  go 
s t e p p i n g  on o t h e r  u n i t s 1  t o e s  w i thou t  going through 
t h e  cha in  of comand ,  which we d i d .  And I wouldn ' t  have 
jumped t h e  cha in  of command t o  go r e p o r t i n g  i t ,  a s  I d o n ' t  
b e l i e v e  M r .  THOMPSON would have done. I t  w a s  j u s t  an accep ted  
f a c t  t h a t  you d i d n ' t  go s t e p p i n g  on o t h e r  u n i t s 1  t o e s  wi thout  
going through t h e  cha in  of command. And i f  any th ing ,  it was 
j u s t  perhaps  a--I c o u l d n ' t  even say t h a t  it was suppressed  a t  
a l l .  

Q a Were you s a t i s f i e d  wi th  Major WATKE's a c t i o n s ?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  If  he t o l d  m e  t h a t  he was looking  i n t o  
it, I b e l i e v e  he was looking  i n t o  it, and t h a t ' s  f i n e  wi th  m e .  

Q- D i d  you have any reason  t o  b e l i e v e  t h a t  he was no t?  

A. O h f  no, s ir .  

Q Is t h e r e  anyth ing  e l s e ,  s i r ?  

A, No, s i r .  T h a t ' s  a l l  I can t h i n k  o f .  

Q. Again, I would l i k e  t o  ask you t o  a p p r e c i a t e  t h e  
s e n s i t i v i t y  of the s i t u a t i o n  and t h e  purpose of t h i s  i n q u i r y ,  
and would ask your  a s s i s t a n c e  i n  keeping t h i s  i n q u i r y  and what 
we  have d i s c u s s e d  h e r e  from f a l l i n g  i n t o  t h e  hands of 
t h o s e  t h a t  might use it f o r  o t h e r  means. And t h i s ,  of cou r se ,  
does n o t  p rec lude  your d i s c u s s i n g  it p rope r ly  w i t h  t h e  p rope r  
people ,  be  t h e y  p r o p e r l y - c o n s t i t u t e d  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e ,  j u d i c i a l ,  
I r  l e g i s l a t i v e  b o d i e s ,  o r ,  wi th  any o f f i c i a l  i n q u i r y  o r  

p roper ly-des igna ted  i n d i v i d u a l s .  

A. Y e s ,  sir. I have a . ques t ion  on t h a t ,  s i r .  The 
C I D  man t h a t  came t o  v i s i t  m e  k ind  of took me by s u r p r i s e ,  
i n  t h a t  he c a l l e d  up one n i g h t  and gave m e  h i s  l a s t  name 
and s a i d  t h a t  he was coming t o  i n v e s t i g a t e  me. U n t i l  I 

(LLOYD) 69 APP T-137 
 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 
 




FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 
 


r e a l l y  s c r u t i n i z e d  h i s  c r e d e n t i a l s  good, I was d o u b t f u l  as 
t o  h i s  a u t h o r i t y .  Is it a l l  r i g h t ,  should I g e t  ano the r  
v i s i t  from t h e  C I D ,  i f  I d i s c u s s  t h i n g s  t h a t  I have s a i d  t o  
you i n  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  i n q u i r y ?  

Q - You can d i s c u s s  wi th  t h e  C I D ,  a p rope r ly - iden t i ­
f i e d  member of t h e  Cr imina l  I n t e l l i g e n c e  Div i s ion ,  t h e  even t s  
as you r e c a l l  them, and n o t  n e c e s s a r i l y  what you have t o l d  us 
ox what you have n o t  t o l d  us s p e c i f i c a l l y ,  b u t  t h e  even t s  as 
you r e c a l l  them. 

A. Okay, sir ,  

a .  There i s  no q u e s t i o n  about t h a t .  Anything e l s e ?  QO
FA 

A. No, sir. 

LTC PATTERSON: Th i s  h e a r i n g  w i l l  r e c e s s .  

1970.) 
(The h e a r i n g  r e c e s s e d  a t  1025 hour s ,  10 February 60 
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