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SUMMARY OF TESTIMONY

WITNESS: SABRE, Randolph E.

DATE OF TESTIMONY: 16 January 1970
PLACE OF TESTIMONY: Pentagon
WITNESS SUSPECTED OF: N/A

COUNSEL: None

DUTY ASSIGNMENT ON 16 MARCH 1968: Captain, Flight Platoon
Leader, Aero-Scout Company, 123d Aviation Battalion.

1. JOB DESCRIPTION.

a. Background information.

On 16 March 1968 the witness was a captain and the
flight platoon leader of the aero-scout company (pg. 2).
The witness arrived in Vietnam 5 February 1968 and left
wounded in September 1968. He had been there for the
training cycle and the first operation that the company
went on (pg. 3). The company was organized in two platoons,
a service platoon and a flight platoon. The flight platoon
was large, consisting of all the aircraft in the company
and the infantry section.

'b. His duties and responsiblities.

Because of the size of the platoon, he delegated
responsibility to the various section leaders. The gun
section leader, a lieutenant, was responsible for eight gun-
ships (pg. 3). Another lieutenant was in charge of the three
slicks and < the observation helicopterss(pg. 3). The
witness had the responsiblity of making sure that the aircraft
required for a day's mission were on hand and to be sure that
crews were scheduled to fly the aircraft. He would also in-
sure that the infantry was present and briefed on the mission.
He stated that Major WATKE handled the infantry portion of
the platoon through the section leader (pg. 4). The whole
infantry platoon could not be lifted at once because
they only had three slicks, which was one under full strength
(pg. 4).
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2. ACTIVITIES ON 16 MARCH 1968.

a. Preoperational briefings.

On 15 March 1968, the witness accompanied Major
WATKE to LZ Dottie for a Task Force Barker briefing (pg.18).
The witness stated that Colonel BARKER gave some figures on
kills made in the AO on previous operations, and told
them where the artillery prep was going to be fired (pg.18).
The witness made a copy onto a map (pg. 19). The
artillery was going to fire on certain hamlets which he
felt were deserted (pg. 19), because from previous operations
the buildings had been damaged and he did not think that
people lived in that area (pg. 20). He believed that their
assignment was not to block people coming from
that section but to prevent people coming from Pinkville
(pg. 20). The witness was not sure that BARKER gave the
briefing and he recognized the name of Major CALHOUN but
"could not put a face with it" (pg. 21). The witness did
not know if the company commanders were present. He did not
recall Colonel HENDERSON being present and felt that if
HENDERSON had been there he would have said nothing, letting
BARKER give the briefing (pg. 23). A warrant officer
from the 174th was present and the witness recalled
that the gunships were to suppress an area with machineguns
and rocket fire (pg. 21). He did not recall how many
gunships would be provided by the 174th (pg. 22). The witness
recalled that their particular mission was to orbit with
gunships, observation aircraft, and the slicks with the
infantry (pg. 4). If there was an exodus from the area,
they were to act as a blocking force (pg. 4). They had a
secondary mission to support the unit with reconnaissance
(pg. 5).

b. His recollection of activity in the My Lai (4) area.

(1) His participation.

The rest of the company, including his air-
craft went to L2 Dottie where they stood-by for a mission
which would utilize the infantry slicks (pg. 5). The witness
did not recall specifically the operation, but felt that
My Lai (4) was a very small area for the reconnaissance team
to spend their time in. They would check in with the ground
commander and recon areas that he requested (pg. 6). The
rest of the time they would perform their reqular missions
in other parts of the A0 (pg. 6).
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(2) Mortar rounds on Hill 85.

The witness did recall the location of mortar
rounds on Hill 85 and he led the flight in, which landed on
top of the hill (pg. 6). He knew that two aircraft were
utilized, perhaps three (pg. 6). They discovered that there
were approximately 30 to 40 8lmm rounds and they arranged
for an EOD man to destroy it. They completed the mission
and returned to LZ Dottie (pg. 7). He did not recall any
events of tactical significance on the ground. He did not
recall civilians moving nor did he remember seeing American
troops on the ground (pg. 7). They probably flew at
approximately 1000 feet (pg. 8).

(3) Transmission from Rawhide 6.

The witness stated they could hear Colonel
HENDERSON communicate with their operations van over one
of their radios. He could not recall if Rawhide 6 was
HENDERSON's call sign (pg. 23). The witness believed he
heard a transmission which said "I don't want any unnecessary
killings" and he felt it could be from Rawhide 6, but he could
not clearly recall (pg. 24).

3. EVENTS AT LZ DOTTIE ON 16 MARCH 1968.

a. The van at LZ Dottie.

When the witness returned to LZ Dottie from his
part of the operation, he went to the van where he normally
would be when aircraft returned from a mission (pg. 8). He
possibly did not remain in the van all day, but would go
back to listen to Major WATKE debrief pilots. He played
horseshoes in the area, but was present when THOMPSON re-
turned to the van (pg. 8). He thought BROWN was present
(pgs. 8, 11), and did not specifically remember Mr. MILLIANS
being around (pg. 11). The witness did not recall if
COLBURN or ANDREOTTA came with THOMPSON (pg. 11). THOMPSON
was upset and indicated that some civilians were being
killed in the My Lai area (pg. 8). THOMPSON, who was
normally calm, was excited when he made the report. The
witness did not recollect any specifics of THOMPSON's dis-
cussion with WATKE (pg. 9). The incident did not make an
impression on the witness (pg. 10), because he felt that the
artillery preparation or gunships had killed a few women
and children (pg. 10). The witness stated he may have been
asked to leave the van because he did not recall any statements
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regarding a captain killing a woman, a sergeant firing
into a ditch, or THOMPSON talking with a lieutenant (pg.10).

b. Further discussions of the incident.

Sometime after THOMPSON reported to the van, the
witness learned of THOMPSON's rescue of women and children

from either a cave or a ditch (pgs. 8, 9). He felt that
the action was something that THOMPSON deserved to be
decorated for (pg. 9). The witness did not recall any

further discussion in the company of the incident nor did
he remember any conversations with pilots about it (pgs.ll,
13). He stated it was possible he was on TDY in Vung Tau
checking on another aircraft (pg. 13).

c. WATKE's report to BARKER.

He felt that WATKE reported the incident to
Colonel BARKER and possibly THOMPSON accompanied him
(pg. 10). He did not recall any investigations concerning
the incident but remembered WATKE making a statement that
they had done their part in the incident, that it was
reported, and that he did not want idle chatter about the
incident (pg. 25). The witness did not know what WATKE had
reported nor did he recall anything as a result of any
investigation (pgs. 25, 26).

d. The G2 briefing.

The witness did not specifically recall a G2
briefing but did remember WATKE standing up and telling the
company to "knock it off" (pg. 12). He did not recall WATKE
assembling the company to discuss the subject (pg. 12).

e. WATKE and HOLLADAY.

The witness recalled one day when WATKE did not
fly with him, and flew off with Colonel HOLLADAY (pg. 14).
He did not recall an incident where General YOUNG, Colonel
HENDERSON, Colonel BARKER, Colonel HOLLADAY, and Major WATKE
met at LZ Dottie (pg. 14). He stated that WATKE and HOLLADAY
landed on a helipad near the unit area,but if the others had
come they would have landed up near the CP (pg. 14). The
witness stated it was not in WATKE's nature to discuss a
meeting of this type, if WATKE felt he had made a proper
report to Colonel BARKER (pg. 14).
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4. OTHER INFORMATION.

a. The witness felt Major WATKE was a brave and
competent commanding officer who had the ability to get
along with his superiors (pg. 1l4). He cited the example
of General YOUNG and WATKE organizing the aero-scout
company and how WATKE convinced YOUNG of the need for
infantrymen (pg. 15). The witness also made reference
to WATKE's ability to have Colonel HOLLADAY cooperate
with the company (pg. 15). He described WATKE as
diplomatic, but not necessarily tactful. WATKE had
"the courage of his convictions" and would stand up to
his superior officers (pg. 15). The witness also dis-
cussed a crash that WATKE was in (pgs. 15-17). He stated
that Colonel HOLLADAY determined that the aircraft was shot
down and did not crash from engine failure (pg. 17). He
felt that WATKE was recommended for the Silver Star in that
he disregarded his own life while the aircraft was in flames
and ordered the rescuers to help the crew members out first

(pg. 16).

b. The witness felt that Captain LIVINGSTON was an
inexperienced officer, but of good material (pg. 17).

c. The witness stated he had the impression that the

Sharks were "trigger happy" gunships. This was from a
rumor he heard of their being reprimanded for strafing
an area they were not supposed to, but he did not have
any personal experience or knowledge of the incident (pg.22).

(SABRE) 5 SUM APP T-170
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(The hearing reconvened at 1700 hours, 16 January
1970.) .

MR WEST: The hearing will come to order.

RCDR: The following named persons are present: MR WEST,
COL FRANKLIN, and MAJ COOP, recorder.

The next witness is Mr. Randolph E. SABRE.

(MR SABRE was called as a witness, was sworn,
and testified as follows:)

Please state your name, occupation, and residence?

A. Randolph E. SABRE, present occupation is patient
at the Veterans Hospital, Denver Colorado. My address is
5541 West Louisana, Denver, Colorado.

MR WEST: Before we get into any questions I want to tell
~you about the nature and purpose of this inquiry.

This investigation was directed by the Secretary
of the Army and the Chief of Staff of the Unites States Army
for the purpose of determing facts and making recommendations
concerning:

(1) the adequacy of prior investigations into
what has become known as the My Lai incident of 16 March
1968, and

(2) the possible suppression or withholding
of information by any person who had a duty to report and
furnish information concerning this incident; in other
words, whether there was a coverup of some kind.

We are not inquiring into all the facts and
circumstances surrounding the My Lai incident. For example,
we are not directly interested in the possible commission
of criminal offenses by persons who were there that day.

, We have had made available to us and we have
reviewed prior official statements obtained in other

investigations of the My Lai incident. As far as I know
you have not made any statements.

(SABRE) ' 1 APP T-170
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A. Yes, I did. I made a statement today to the

CID.
0. .:Fine. We weren't aware of that.
A. It was just accomplished. I think I signed the

statement at 1130 this morning.

0. Thank you. Your testimony will be taken under
oath, A verbatim transcript will be prepared and a tape
recording is being made in addition to the verbatim notes
being taken by the reporter. The general classification of
our report will be confidential; however, it is possible
that the testimony, or parts of it may later become a mat-
ter of public knowledge. We ask that you not discuss your
testimony here today with anyone, including other witnesses

~ who may come before us, except as you may be required to do
before a competent administrative, judicial or legislative
body. For example, there is a subcommittee of the House Armed
Services Committee which is looking into the My Lai incident
and they are calling witnesses. Our request to you not to
discuss your testimony of course does not apply to that body.

Have you received an order from the military
judge in the case of the United States v. Calley?

A. No, I have not.

Q. * For the record, Mr. SABRE, were you a member of
the United States Army on 16 March 19687

A. Yes, sir, I was.

Q. When were you separated?

A, On 5 September 1969.

Q. Going back to 16 March 1968, what was your grade

then, and your duty assignment?

A. 1 was a captain and I was the flight platoon leader
of the aero-scout company of the 123d Aviation Battalion.

MR WEST: Colonel FRANKLIN, will you lead the interrogation?

(SABRE) 2 APP T-17C
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COL FRANKLIN: Yes, sir.
Q. You were the platoon leader of which platoon?

A. The company was organized in two platoons, a Ser-
vice Platoon and a flight platoon. The flight platoon con-
sisted of all the aircraft in the company and the infantry
section that we had. It was a rather large platoon. That's
the way the company was organized.

Q. When did you get to Vietnam?

A, The 5th of February, give or take a day. I don't
remember the exact date, but it -was somewhere about that.

Q. And you left Vietnam wounded, I assume. What
month?

A. September 1968.

Q. So as of this time, 16 March, you had had a re-

latively short period in the aero-scout company?

A. . Yes, sir. The company was just organized in
February. I was there for the training cycle and the first
operation that the company went on.

Q. As platoon leader of the flight platoon, you call
it--

A, (Interposing) Right.

Q. Would you explain just what your duties entailed?
A, Well, there were very broad general command res-

ponsibilities in the flight platoon. However, being that

it was so large and was working under a new concept, I dele-
gated a lot of responsibility to the various section leaders,
for example, to the gun section leader, who had eight gun-
ships. I had a lieutenant who was in charge of those. The
slick aircraft that we had--I think at the time we only had
three-and the observation helicopters that we had, I also had
a lieutenant that was in charge of these aircraft.

(SABRE) S 3 APP T-170

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY

My responsibility was to be sure that we had the number of
aircraft that were required for the mission the next day,

be sure that the crews were scheduled to fly these aircraft,
and to see.that our infantry was there and knew what the
mission was going to be that day. Now I must admit that the
infantry portion of the platoon--I didn't exercise too much
control over them. Major WATKE, the company commander
handled that through the section leader of the infantry
section.

Q. Those three slicks you had, I assume that was
below your authorized strength?

A. Yes, we were authorized four and at the time I
think we had three. I don't believe we came up to the full
strength of four until a couple of months after that.

Q. You could not 1lift your whole infantry platoon
then, in one 1ift?

A. No, sir. We couldn't.

Q. Did you fly on 16 March 196872

A, ‘ Yes, sir, I did.

Q. Would you just tell us where you flew and what

you did--what that flying consisted of on that day?

A. Well, to the best of my knowledge, this parti-
cular operation that we were briefed about was going to

take place on the 16th of March, and was the first operation
where we as an aero-scout company were going to work with

and support another infantry unit that was working on the
ground. Our mission was going to be to take off at a pre-
designated time and arrive at a predesignated orbiting point
with our gunships, observation aircraft, and our slicks loaded
with our organic infantry people and orbit this point while
this other element was being put in on the ground--while they
made their combat assault. Shouid there be any type of exodus
from the area that they were going into, we were to put our
infantry on the ground as a blocking force and either turn

the people back or capture the people that were leaving the
village,

(SABRE) 4 APP T-17C
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This did not occur--this exodus during that operation didn't

occur, so the company minus the recon element which consisted
of two gunships and an observation helicopter went back to LZ
Dottie where they were staging from.

The recon went down to a lower altitude and report-
ed in via radio with the ground commander on the ground. This
was the second portion of our mission: to support this unit
with reconnaissance support for the time that they were on
this operation. I don't know exactly how the check-in went,
but normally the way it went, one gunship pilot would call in
to the ground commander and establish contact with him and
find out where they wanted the recon to be performed. As I
said, the rest of the company, which included my aircraft,
went to LZ Dottie and we landed, shut down our aircraft, and
was standing by for any type of mission that might come up
where we could utilize our infantry. We had operations vans
at LZ Dottie where we had tactical maps, radios, our operations
officer, and operations specialist. Major WATKE and myself
would hang out there when we were at LZ Dottie to coordinate
our activities, so if they called for the infantry we could
react immediately. I was in the operations van when the recon
element came back from the mission.

Q. Before coming back now, to help refresh your memory

a little, you had some mechanical trouble with one of the H-23's,
so you went down with only one LOH. Do you remember how many
gunships you took down with you?

A. - No, sir, I don't know. I don't remember.

Q. Okay, there was the LOH and the two guns, the high
and the low gun, on station south of Highway 521.

A. I don't see how it was Highway 521.
(COL FRANKLIN oriented the witness on Exhibit P-1).
Q. I wish you would discuss chronologically, after you

landed and went to the van, what transpired, particularly as
to any radio communications or any information you had on that.

(SABRE) 5 ~ APP T-170
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Major WATKE, for your information, was airborne at this time
and probably would not have been in the van with you initially
until about 0830 or 0900.

A. Well, I can't remnember any radio transmissions of
any significance. I can't remember any of them. I can't
give you any information that you asked for.

Q. What happened to you? You were in the van--when
did you take off and what did the company do?

A. Well, on the telephone when I originally talked
about appearing here, Colonel PATTERSON told me that we went
later that day on an operation that he mentioned. I remember
the operation that we went on. 1 remember that operation in
some detail. However, I did not know prior to that time that
that operation occurred the same day. I didn't remember that.

Q. Lots of people don't. Don't worry about it.

A. 1 don't remember what time of day this occurred,
but sometime--well, that little village of My Lai (4) was

a very small area for an airborne reconnaissance team to
spend their entire. time doing, so what they would do 1is they
would check in with that guy on the ground periodically and
recon what he wanted recon'd. Then, the rest of the time we
were performing our regular aero-scout type missions in other
parts of the Task Force Barker AO. Sometime during one of
these recons--I don't remember which one it was that day--
if this mission did take place that day, they thought they
saw some mortar tubes up on this Hill 85--very distinguish-
able hill up there. You couldn't miss it. Major WATKE
decided to put our infantry section in on top of that moun-
tain, so we took off and landed them right on top of that
mountain. They didn’t scale the mountain. We landed right
on the top. I remember that very explicitly, because I
think I was leading the flight. I went in and I couldn't
find a place to land, because there was so many foxholes,
bunkers, and so forth up there. I had to go around. The
other two aircraft came in and lianded, or I know one air-
craft came in~-I don't remember whether all three aircraft
were utilized, but I know there was at least one aircraft
behind me and he came in and found a place to land.

(SABRE) 6 APP T-170
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I came back around and now I don't remember whether I landed
up there and put my infantry on the ground. But anyway, we
did have infantry up there and they discovered that there
weren't any mortar tubes, but there were extensive stock-
piles of mortar rounds. I think they were 8lmm rounds and
there were somewhere in the neighborhood of 30 or 40 of them
up there. Well, we arranged to get an EOD man to come up.

We picked him up and took him up on top of that mountain--

by we, I don't mean me. But one of our aircraft picked him
up and took him up on top of the mountain and he set the
charge to destroy these mortar rounds. Our elements were
picked up and, as far as I know, they were returned to Dottie.
But I don't think--that was kind of late in the afternoon for
us to go back to our home base.

Q. This was early in the morning, as I remember, and
these were 60mm mortars. There were about 40 of them and
this would have probably been completed about 9:00. Do you
recall anything when you were flying out there? You were
the ranking man, you normally wanted to know the results of
the artillery fire and generally what's going on on the
ground. Do you recall anything about what you saw as vou
were flying out there as to any refugees or people? Do you
recall what the tactical situation was on the ground at this
time? :

A. Flying out to Hill 8572
Q. : - Yes.
A. Well, first of all, to answer your guestion about

artillery, it was our procedure for our gunships to always
know about artillery that was being fired in the area. When-
ever they would tell us to come into an area, or direct us

to an area, the artillery had already been cleared. It was
not my specific responsibility to clear artillery as long

as our gunships had already done so. To answer your question
about the witnessing and tactical significance of events on
the ground there, no, I do not remember any civilians moving.
I don't remember seeing any American troops on the ground.

I don't remember anything along those lines.

(SABRE) 7 - APP T-170
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Q. If you had infantry aboard, you would probably fly
pretty high coming in, would you not?

A. -Yes, sir, it was normal for us to get up above 1,000
feet and in the distance from Dottie to this point right here
(indicating) there is adequate distance to get to that al-
titude. -

Q. Okay, you went with that operation and there was
nothing unusual, so you came back to Dottie? I assume you
would go up to the van, then, at this time?

A. Yes, at least to check in. Now I don't want to say
that I just camped in that van all day long, but I would have
come back into the van after that operation. I was always

up at the van when some of our aircraft returned from a mis-
sion, if for nothing else than to listen to them being
debriefed by our opcrations officer and Major WATKE. How-
ever, we had horseshoes out there that we used to pass the
time, because we spent part of the time just waiting there
for something to happen. So there were times during the

day I'm sure I was playing horseshoes; but like I said,

those times I always went up to the van.

Q. Well, in the van that day, what transpired that
you recall?

A. Well, of course the thing that stands out in my
mind, after the publicity that has been made of it, is when
the reconnaissance element that THOMPSON was on returned to
1.Z Dottie and came up to the van. Now, I think that BROWN
also was one of the gunship aircraft commanders. I couldn't
swear to it, but I'm pretty sure I can remember his being

a little upset about what he thought had happened out there.
I can specifically remember THOMPSON being upset. He came
back and indicated that there were some civilians being kil-
led out there. I don't remember whether he told us at that
specific time, but sometime in the future I learned that he had
landed his helicopter out there where this infantry unit was
operating. I don't know if "rescue" was the proper term, but
there were women and some children that were in a situation
that he felt required that he land, get out of his aircraft
and go get these people before they got injured.

(SABRE) 8 APP T-170
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If the infantry unit on the ground was having trouble catching
them or they were evading the infantry and THOMPSON saw them
from the air, he landed, got out of his aircraft, and led them
out of wherever they were hiding. I thought it was a cave
that they were in, it might have been a ditch, but anyway, it
was something that we felt he deserved to be decorated for:

to go in and lead these peoplie out where the other infantry
wouldn't go in. DLike I say, I'm not completely sure right

now whether this is the case or whether it was done in a

ditch or whether it was done in a hootch, but it was some-
thing to where the infantry units on the ground were going

to throw a hand grenade in to get them to come out, and he
prevented that. He got out, and went in himself, and led
these people cut. Like I say, it was just something that we
felt that he deserved to be decorated foi. '

Q. What were the conditions and circumstances in which’
you saw THOMPSON?

A, Let's see, I was up at the wvan--
Q. (Interposing) Yes?
A. It was a couple of hundred yards, maybe, from where

we parked the aircratt to the van. He came up there and
was just not his normal, cocl self. He is a rather cool
individual, calm I should say. Even under fire he never
seems to get excited, but he was upset about what was going
on out there, I don't know, except that he said that there
had been some civilians killed out there.

Q. What do you mean some civilians killed? You say
he was upset. Now, what we would really like to know is '
some of the details of what he said, as best as vou can
recollect?

A, I don't think I can recollect any more spe-
cifically than what I have said. I couldn't be sure of my-
self if I did.

Q. Was he talking to Major WATKE?

A, Yes, sir, I think he was.

Q. Did this make much of an impression on you?
(SABRE) 9 APP T-170
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A. At the time to be completely frank, no. However,
this was really out of my hands. He was talking to WATKE and,
to the best of my knowledge, I think he and WATKE went up to
talk to Colonel BARKER. Now, I know Major WATKE did and I
think THOMPSON went with him, about this incident. I know
nothing about what transpired there; but, of course, at the
time I had no idea of the magnitude that's been indicated of
what occurred there. What I thought was that there had been
a couple of women and children killed, which is not uncommuon
in Vietnam. Many times in artillery preparations there are
people that are in places they are not supposed to be.
Sometimes when you go into an LZ--well, it's common to have
an alr prep before you go in on a CA. The gunships strafe
tree line areas.and so forth, and this didn't impress me as
being anything real serious. :

Q. Do you recall being there the whole time THOMPSON
was talking to Major WATKE?

A. No, I don't specifically remember it.

Q. We've had witnesses come in here and say he was

so upset he was almost physically sick; that he used figures
up to 150 dead; that he saw a captain kill a woman and he saw
a sergeant firing into a ditch filled with bodies; that he
talked to a lieutenant who was going to throw a grenade into
a bunker with some women and children; that he had his door-
gunner and crew chief actually train their machine guns on
American troops to cover him. He's apparently discussing all
these things in the van and you don't recall any particular
impression?

A. No, I don't remember any particular impression.

Maybe I was asked toc lecave the van. I den't remember--that
could be possible. I don't remember his saying what you're
telling now, though. If he had told me and if I had over-

heard those things, I think I would be impressed.

Q. Were you the senior captain in the company?

A, At that time I don't remember whether Clyde WILSON
had been promoted to major yet. If he hadn't been promoted
on the 16th, he was the ranking captain. If he had already
been promoted, then I was the ranking captain.

Q. What did you hear subsequently from Mr. THOMPSON?
Or, do you think it was Mr. BROWN? Could it have been Mr.
BAKER?
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A. I think it was Mr. BROWN.

Q. You think it was Mr. BROWN? Was Mr. IILLIANS around
anywhere? '

A. I don't specifically remember his being around.

He may have been,

Q. Do you recall if any of Mr. THOMPSON's crew, COL-
BURN, or ANDREOTTA, were up there?

A. I can't be positive, but I think they may have come
up there with THOMPSON.

Q. Okay. During this day did anything else'transpire
relative to this event of which we are speaking?

A. Not that I can remember.

Q. Okay. Subsequent to this, what did you hear? Whom

did you speak to about this incident?

A. | Of course when I read about this in the magazines
and the newspaper, I discussed this with my wife. The first
contact that I had to discuss what happened out there was from
military personnel when I was called from the Pentagon this week.
I think it was Monday. No, it was last Saturday morning. Ex-
cuse me, it was last Saturday morning I was called. Since that
time I haven't discussed this incident. With the exception

of the CID people today and last night, I haven't discussed
with anybody.

Q. - Do you recall any talk in the company about what
THCMPSON, primarily, had to say? Was there talk among the
pilots or the crews? Was it well known throughout the com-
pany or forgotten the next day?

. A, No, I don't think it was forgotten the next day.
I'm going to have to frankly say that I can't remember any-
thing else that happened in relation to this incident. I
don't specifically remember being involved in any conversation
where there were ill feelings among any of our pilots.

Q. Yes.
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A. Well, 1 don't remember now. I might have talked

to BROWN or he might have talked to me. He talked to me about
several things during the time he was over there. We were in
a rather close rzlationship. I don't remember THOMPSON coming
to me and talking about it. I don't remember Major WATKE talk-
ing anything over with me about it.

Q. Weren't you the platoon leader of all these people?
A. Yes.
Q. Do you recall a briefing by a briefer from G2 within

perhaps a week after this concerning the results of this Task
Force Barker operation?

A. No, 1 don't. I should have been there, but I don't

remember,
Q. Well, let me help you recollect. Do you recall a

time when the company was being briefed and a figure of 120
VC or civil defenders was given by the briefing officer?
There was a considerable murmur among the officers and men of
the company and comments like, "Women and children; are you
counting all of them?" Do you recall Major WATKE having to
silence them?

A. You know, I kind of do remember. Was this the
briefing that a representative from G2 came down to our company
and gave?

Q. From the information that we have, yes, from G2.
If you have any other information we would like to hear it.

A, I don‘t know--I mean you'd think I would remembexr

a stranger coming down to brief us, but I can't remember that
this man came down here. Now, I can remember Major WATKE
standing up and telling the company, at ease. No, I can't spe-
cifically say that it was this briefing, but I can remember

his saying this--standing up one time telling the company

to knock it off. .

Q. - can you recall Major WATKE subsequently assembling’
the company to discuss this subject?
A. No.
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Q. Well, to your knowledge, was this a widely discussed
thing, was this talked about, were there any feelings from the
company one way or another about what happened on 16 March?

Was this on the pilots' minds? Did it come up in the mess
halls? Your bar at Chu Lai?

A. To the best of my knowledge, I was never involved
in any conversations on this matter or I think that I would
remember. If it was talked about and the feelings that was in
our company--if what you just said is true--I think it must be
evident-~I don't specifically remember the feelings being

very strong about the incident that happened; evidently they
were.

Q. We think they were.
A. Evidently, I guess so, from what you just said.

Q. We've had witnesses to come in here, Mr. SABRE, that
talked about hearing the pilots talking in the bar. We know
your company commander had to call everybody together. We have
reason to believe he had to silence them one time when they
were briefed, when they were talking about killing women and
children and perhaps MAJOR WATKE was embarrassed. We know
from Major WATKE that he did get the company together and

told them not to discuss this thing at a subsequent time, be-
cause he thought it was not good that there were rumors going
around about this. He cautioned them about the investiga-

tion and it wasn't doing any good.

A. Let me clarify something. I'm afraid I'm giving
you the impression that I didn't know what was going on. Some
of this, like this briefing that I can't remember and this
meeting that Major WATKE had, I don't know what the dates of
those are; but somewhere shortly after the 1l6th of March 1
went TDY for 10 days to Vung Tau to get checked out in another
aircraft. I could've been gone from the company during that
time. So I can't remember, but I may not have been there.

Q. You were down to --

A, (Interposing) Vung Tau.

Q. Checking out the OH-6?

A. Yes.

Q. You were changing over the 13's?
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A. We weren't changing over. We had rumors that we
were going to get them and we got quotas to get pilots quali-
fied in them. Aas it turned out, it was quite a long time af-
ter that before we got them.

Q. Well, would you have been at LZ Dottie in the

2 days following this operation? Among other things, Major
WATKE and Colonel HOLLADAY flew down to Dottie? Do you recall
being at Dottie at this time?

A. I remember one day that we went out and Major WATKE
stayed back. I think it was the first day that we had ever
gone out that he didn't come with us. And he did fly with
Colonel HOLLADAY that day, but I don't specifically remember
what it was for.

Q. You don't recall Dottie, General YOUNG coming in,
Colonel HENDERSON's coming in, and Colonel BARKER's being
there and Major WATKE and Colonel HOLLADAY? You don't recall
an incident of this type?

A. No, because where we were located, I remember one
day Major WATKE's coming in and landing on a helipad with
Colonel HOLLADAY. The other people that you're referring

to wouldn't have landed at our helipad where we operated.

They would have landed up on top of the hill by the CP.

You know, it would be very common for Major WATKE to have asked
everybody to leave the van to talk to THOMPSON over this mat-
ter. It would've also been his nature not to discuss this

big powwow that you've talking about with us if he had made
what he felt was a proper report to Colonel BARKER. He wouldn't
have started passing scuttlebutt to us, he wasn't that type

of guy.

Q. You say, "pass the scuttlebutt.” You were in the
chain of command, one of the platoon leaders. This affected

one of your men. Wouldn't he pass on things to you that affected
your people?

A. No, I don't think he would have passed on anything
like that.

Q. wWhat kind of CO was Major WATKE?

A, I couldn't praise him enough. There was no question

about his feelings towards his men and there was no question
of his bravery. There was no question of his ability, and he
had a gift of getting along with superior officers that I've
never experienced in any other officer.
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Q. What do you mean by getting along with superiors?

‘A, Well, almost anything he wanted in forming the aero-
scout company, he could. get General YOUNG's okay on it. He
could have the brigade commander come in screaming to General
YOUNG that he couldn't afford to give us 10 men and Major WATKE
could go up and convince General YOUNG that we needed the men.
Of course, this happened before I got there, but General YOUNG
and Major WATKE organized the aero-scout company. He could
talk to Colonel HOLLADAY and get Colonel HOLLADAY's support

on things that maybe he hadn't wanted to support. In order

for us ito operate, we had to operate as a composite group.

It was not uncommon for other commanders to try to use our
gunships for some reason, and forget about the rest of the
company. This is a very bitter struggle that we had over there
all the time. He could get Colonel HOLLADAY a31de very eas1ly
and have him pass the information.

0. Major WATKE wanted to get along with his superior
officers and tried to get along. Would you say he was a tact-
ful, diplomatic officer? :

A. He was diplomatic, but sometimes he wasn't exactly
tactful. That's why I say he had a gift to stand up to a su-
perior officer and sometimes get his way with the superior
officer. 1It's kind of hard to explain, but if he felt strongly
enough about something he wouldn't back down.

Q. In other words, he had the courage of his convic-
tions? :

A. Oh, very good. Like I said I don't know anybody
that has more of this quality stronger than he did.

Q. ' Under what conditions did he crash? Do you recall
that?

A. Yes, I do recall it very distinctly. It was ques-

tionable at the time as to whether he was shot down by enemy
fire or whether he had a mechanical failure in the aircraft.
To this day right now I'm not convinced that he was shot down;
however, that was a determination made by me. I don't know
whether anybody on that aircraft is convinced of what really
happened. ) :
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Q. - Was he decorated for that?
A. | Yes, he was. | |
Q. 'What did he receive?
A. Well, now wait a minute, Iddon't know whether he

received an award. He was submitted for an award. He was
submitted for a Silver Star.

Q. For what? What were the conditions? What did he
do to--
A. (Interposing) The way this aircraft crashed,

he got trapped in the aircraft when it was on fire, There were
other people in the aircraft, too. The other gunship that was
above landed immediately, and we got over there in a remark-
ably short time from LZ Dottie.

Q. You brbught the animals over in about .15 minutes?

A, I'm talking about a minute after he crashed we were
‘over there. Now there may have been an animal or two on the
aircraft but we went over there. The four crewmen that I know
were on the aircraft and our enlisted corpsmen got out to try
to help get the rest of these guys out of the burning aircraft
and this thing was really burning. I don't mean a little fire.
It was really burning. WATKE wouldn't let them try to get

him out because he didn't think they could get him out. He

was tangled up in his seat so badly he told them to leave him
alone, to go get the other guys. out of the aircraft. They

got the rest of the guys out of the aircraft and they came to
get him again and by the statements--I didn't hear him say this,
but this is by the statements that were made. He told them

to leave him alone, the aircraft was going to explode, and

to get out of the way. They disregarded him and finally jerked
him out of the aircraft. It was the consensus of opinion
between Clyde WILSON, myself and also Colonel HOLLADAY was very
much in favor of it to recommend him for a Sllver Star for
disregarding his own life.

Q. " You are aware the Silver Star is for gallantry in
action? Was there any armed enemy or--

A. (Interposing) Evidently there was, because the
verdict was that he'd been shot down. 1I'm sure it wasn't a
friendly person that shot him down.
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Q. I thought you said that you weren't sure if he

was shot down or if it was an engine failure?

A. I am going by the determination that was made. I
didn't make the determination.

Q. Who did?

A. I guess it was Colonel HOLLADAY.

Q. How did he determine this?

A. We put our infantry on the ground to try to deter-

mine to see if they could find any evidence of any enemy forces
in the area. The only thing they could come up with was

some bunkers or foxholes on this hill that he had flown over,
but there was a hill immediately behind him. Before a deter-
mination was made on what the cause of the accident was, Col-
onel HOLLADAY talked to the people that were on that air-
craft. I think the aircraft commander's name was WITKOWSKI.

I don't remember the two enlisted men, but the three of them
said that they had enemy fire. In fact, as I remember, one
of the enlisted men said he returned fire with his machine
gun. WATKE did know--

Q. (Interposing) You didn't set that helicopter
on fire with your own gunships did you? Did you fire into
it?

A, ~ No, sir, Very distinctly, no.

Q. Do you know Captain LIVINGSTON?

A. Yes. |

Q. What is your opinion of Captain LIVINGSTON?

A, I think he was a good officer. He was one of the

few commissioned officers we had. We had a number of warrant
officers and not many commissioned officers. He was a young
inexperienced officer, but of good material. I'm sure that
he will be a fine officer,

Q. Did he ever talk to you about this incident?
A. No.
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Q. He never mentioned anything to you at all about
whether the gunships fired on roads and fired on civilian
bodies? People never talked to you about that?

(Negative response by the witness.)

Where were you briefed on this operation of 16
March, Mr. SABRE?

A. I'm trying to remember. You see, we established
something and I don't remember whether it was prior to this
operation--I think it was--where we would meet in the com-
pany, the people that were flying on a mission that day.
Prior to take off, we received a briefing on that day's oper-
ation. As I remember, it was the first operation. I'm sure
that we received a briefing the night of the 15th, but we
also probably had a briefing at our home base at Ky Ha prior
to take off on the 1l6th.

Q. Did you fly with Major WATKE to Dottie on the 15th
to get a br1ef1ng with Task Force BARKER?

A, I think I did.

Q. You've had a lot of operations, but would you just

try to recollect what you heard?

A. I can't be sure what I'm going to say. I don't
want to confuse it with another operation.

Q. - That's all right, say it.

A. Well, this part of Task Force Barker's AO was a VC

stronghold. Colonel BARKER gave us some figures on the
people and the kills that they had got in that area on pre-
vious operations. They were in the hundreds. This partic-
ular operation he told us all about it. He told us where
the artillery preparation was going to be fired. Then this
company was going to go in there; and I think, if I remember
the operation was not supposed to terminate there. I think
they were supposed to go a good deal fruther, but I don't
remember any more details about that. If this is the opera-
tion that I'm thinking about, when I learned about the artil-
lery prep. It was relatively open terrain and they really
didn't have anything to fire the artillery prep on. They
had singled out a couple of hamlets that they were going to
fire the prep on and I didn't personally see why they were
going to do that,. :
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Q. This is very important. What do you mean "sing-
led out a few hamlets they were going to fire a prep on?"

A. Well, I don't know specifically, but it just seem-
ed to me that there was some little villages there--the

closest ones to the LZ that they were going to fire on with ar-
tillery before they went in.

Q. You're pretty sure of that? I feel coniident that
you've got the right operation. Do you recall it's being

said that they were going to pound the hamlet near the L3Z.

A village consisting of many hamlets. We frequently call many
hamlets, villages. But do you recall their saying that they
were going to fire on a hamlet?

A. No, I don't remember them saying the hamlet. I
saw where it was when they gave us the overlay and we put
the "goose eggs" on our map of where the artillery was
going to be fired.

Q. Did you receive an overlay?

A. We didn't get an overlay. I copied one on our
map.

Q. Well, you copied one and you remember that the

artillery prep from the "goose eggs" you had drawn on a ham-
let?

A, ~ Yes, because I thought at the time I couldn't see
much sense to it--in firing because I--I better not say this.
Q. Well, say it.

A, I thought that the place they were going to fire

on was a deserted hamlet, that there wasn't anybody there.
That's why I couldn't understand why they were going to fire
into the hamlet or why they were going to fire into this
group of hootches.

Q. We happen to know that this was the LZ here (in-
dicating) where they put down C Company. This was a three-
company operation which was going to run for several days.
They landed 250 meters to the west of My Lai (4) here (in-
dicating). Do you recall that the artillery prep was to the
east where the LZ was?
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A. I don't remember those details.

Q. " Do you recall that there was more than one hamlet
that was going to be prepped? :

a. I've got to say no. I think there were two, but
I definitely can't say this specifically.

Q. What made you think the hamlet was empty? Why
would you think that a hamlet was empty? How would you have
any knowledge about it's being empty?

A, Well, you usually see people there; if it is not
empty there would be people around there. I thought that the
majority of this area out here was unoccupied for the length
of time we had been there. We hadn't been in there very long,
but all of those villages in there have been gone through,
buildings had been damaged, and I had no idea that many
people even lived in that area.

Q. Was anything said about control of civilians?
You had no idea, but your mission was to check all the people
that ran out, right?

A, Right.

Q. Well, if there is nobody in there doesn't it seem
like a illogical mission to you?

A. No, it didn't, until yesterday when I was talking
~ to the CID. I was under the impression that we were going
to try to block off the people coming out of the Pinkville,
but this wasn't specifically the My Lai thing. I'm not con-
vinced today that that's the villages that we were going to
try to do it to. I seem to remember that it was this area
down here that we we were going to try to do it to. I seem
to remember that it was this area down here that we were
going to try to stop them from leaving, because there were
just not a whole lot of ways out of that village.

Q. Well, we are reasonably sure that the mission for
the Warlords on 16 March was to screen to the south of My
Lai (4) here (indicating), initially south of the highway

to pick up anything that would be taking off to the south,
primarily the 48th VC Battalion. Does that outfit sound
familiar?

A, Yes, sir.
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Q. What kind of impression did you receive from this
briefing you heard? Did you think that there was going to

be a fight?

A. Yes, sir, I anticipated that we were going to get
~ into some deep stuff, because of the past experience that

they had had. This is what Colonel BARKER was telling us.
We had been in there once or twice before, into that area,
and we got 250. In fact I think 250 or 300 were killed in
there.

Q. Were the other commanders around the area or was
this sort of an informal thing?

A Well, as I remember, it was rather informal. 1In
fact, I'm not positive that Colonel BARKER gave us the brief-
ing, but I think he d4did.

Q. Could it have been Major CALHOUN? Do you know

Major CALHOUN, the S3?

A. Yes, sir. I know the name, -but I can'tiput a face
"Q. Were there any other officers around? Company

commanders from rifle companies?
A. I don't know.

Q. How about a Dolphin? You wouldn't have the Dol-
phins from the 174th, would you?

A. You know I think there was part of the Dolphins.
I think the briefing that I got, a warrant officer took a
briefing for the Dolphin company.

Q. Would you know this warrant officer?
A. , I don't think so. You know I think, talking
about the 174th, I'm pretty sure that I remember also in

the briefing that the gunships from the 174th were g01ng
to suppress an area out there,too, with machineguns and
rocket fire. But I don't specifically remember what area
that was.

Q. ’ That's correct?
A, That's correct.
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Q.- But you don't recall what area they were g01ng
to suppress?

A. No, I do='t.

Q. ‘Do you recall how many gunships would be provided
by the 174th?

A. No, but my feeling is it couldn't have been too
many, because we always had the impression that that company
didn't keep a large availability of aircraft.

Q. Well, that was true. Why did you have that im-
pression? :
A, Well, many times we were~-I stated earlier how

they were always trying to split our company up. We usually
had to cover missions that should have been covered by the
Dolphins, or the 174th.

Q. They were trying to- take your guns for that° What
did you think of the Sharks?

A. I didn't think too much of them. They had been
reprimanded at one time for strafing a place they weren't
suppose to strafe.

Q. Do yeu remember the details about that?
A. This was a rumor. In fact, that was a rumor that

I heard. I had the impression that they were trigger-happy
gunships.

0. Is this a'general feeling among the Warlord
pilots? :

A. Yes, sir. I think so.

Q. It appeared to be?

(The witness nodded head in the affirmative.)

Do you have any personal experience or knowledge
of the Sharks being trigger happy?

A. : No.
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Q. Getting back to this brleflng you attended, do
you recall Colonel HENDERSON, the brigade commander, talking
to you as a group?

‘A. No, I don't iemember him. The impression I have
of Colonel HENDERSON is that had he been there, I don't know
if he would have said anything. He would have let Colonel
BARKER give the briefing.

Q. - Did Colonel HENDERSON talk on your frequency fre-
quently?
A. No, not on our frequency. But we heard him com-

municate in our operations van, because we usually have one
radio tuned in on the ground. It wasn't uncommon to hear
him talk on it.

Q. | Do you.recall his call sign?

A. | No, I don't.

Q. What aboutrRawhide 6? Does that ring any bells?
A. Well, that was a call sign over there. I can't

say that was his.

Q. That was his. Do you recall any transmission
on the morning of the 1l6th by Rawhide 6 or Coyote 6 that you
monitored?

A. No, I don't. I can't specifically remember any.

Q. Do you recall a transmission from Coyote 6 or
Rawhide 6 to "Stop the killings?" or "Stop the unnecessary
killings?"

A, Well, I seem to. I mean that's not strange to me.
I think maybe I did hear that; but I couldn't say which one
it came from, which one of the two people made that trans-
mission.

Q. Would that be an unusual transmission?

A. Yes, sir. I'm not trying to make an excuse, but
we were pretty new in this area. I don't know if that was
the verbatim transmission made or a transmission somethlng
like, "Let's not have any needless killings."™ I don't know
what it was. Or "Stop the burnings," or something to slow
down something or caution the troops so far as the treatment
of property and/or people.
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Q. How about, "I don't want any unhecessary killings"?
A, That very definitely could be what he said. That
sounds more logical to me now.

Q. You don't remember whether that would be Rawhide

6 or Coyote 67?

A;. I would say it was Rawhide 6.

Q. Could you give any idea of the time you might have

heard this?

A. No, sir. In fact, I wouldn't even have remembered
that if you hadn't have brought that up. I can't tell you
specifically; yes, that's what was said. I seem to remember
that transmission being given, but I don't know what time

of day it was.

Q. You're not sure who gave this talk on the 15th?
Was this sort of a go-go talk, or a matter-of-fact briefing,
or just technical details on your part in this mission?

A. I don't think it was a go-go, "let's charge" type
briefing. I didn't get that impression from it. Colonel
BARKER was quite a guy. He was by far the best infantry com—
mander we ever worked with over there. I'm sure that his
way, no, I'm using the wrong words. Here again, his nature
was to give a briefing short rather, not to get over- exc1ted
about it like, "Man, we're going to get some VC"

He would tell you the facts: "We've gotten large kills in
that area before, we expect large kills again tomorrow,

or we expect enemy in there. He was the type of guy to say
that.

Q. Do you recall anything about "realLy fixing once
and for all" anything or anybody or any unit, about this
being a big operation? What was the mission of Task Force
BARKER on this operation?

A. - On this specific operation right here?
Q. On this specific operation.
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A. No, I can't recall. I could assume what it was
and I'm sure I was told that day, but I can't remember what
I was told.

Q. Do you recall anything about the 48th VC Battalion,
‘something to the effect that: "We're going to get them this
time. We know they're in there and we've had a lot of

trouble in this area. We're going to take care of these guys
and destroy them once and for all"? ’

A. This is like that radio transmission you're talk-
ing about. I seem to think I heard that said, but I can't
tell you, "Yes, that's what was said in that bunker there."
But, I think that was what he told us.

Q. Do you recall an expression, "If we get one shot
from that hamlet, we're are going to level it," and the
chaplain saying something?

A. No, sir, I do not.

Q. You don't recall that? Do you recall anything
- at all about an investigation concerning My Lai (4) con-
ducted by anybody in the Americal Division? Do you recall
any talk of it by the ARVN, the district chief, or any-
one using the term "investigation" in relation to what
happened? -

A. No, I seem to remember WATKE making a statement
that we had done our part in this incident; that we had
reported it to the proper people and he didn't want it
talked around like idle chatter. What I'm trying to say
is that it was out of our hands. He had gone to the
proper people the proper way and he didn't want this

thing thrown around in the bars between the people.

Q. You said he had reported this incident. Do you
have any idea of the magnitude of what he reported?

A. No, I don't, sir.

Q. Do you recall anything that was done as a result
of this investigation?
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A. No.

Q. Do you recall a citation for this operatlon from
General WESTMORELAND, 128 VC killed?

A, : Here again, I seem to remember that. I seem

to remember that that also brought quite a reaction in our
company to the comments of, "How many of those were women-
and children?" :

Q. Do you recall a little more about the'circumstan—
ces when you heard this, who was around, and how was it -
spoken?

A, No, I don't remember how we got the word of that.
0. . Mr. SABRE, we really appreciate your coming out
‘here from Denver, particularly dragging that cast around.

A. I hope I have given you something that you can
use. ’

MR WEST: You've been helpful and we are ~very grateful for
your coming.

COL FRANKLIN: Do you have anything you would like to add,
or say?

A. No.
MR WEST: The hearing will recess.
(The hearing recessed at 1809 hours, 16 January
1970.)
(SABRE) 26 APP T-170
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SUMMARY OF TESTIMONY

WITNESS: STAFFA, William J.  CPT
DATE OF TESTIMONY: 13 January 1970
PLACE OF TESTIMONY: Pentagon
WITNESS SUSPECTED OF: N/A

COUNSEL: None

DUTY ASSIGNMENT ON 16 MARCH 1968: Platoon Leader,
Company A, 123d Aviation Battalion.

1. INFORMATION CIRCULATING IN THE 1234 AVIATION BATTALION.
a. Rumors.

The witness testified that he was not flying on

16 March 1968 (pg. 3). He stated that the impression he
had was that there was a lack of communication between the
air and ground troops (pgs. 3, 4). Some 40 to 50 civilians

were in a ditch which was caught in a crossfire and the
ground troops would not stop firing, even after Mr. THOMPSON
had warned them of the civilians' predicament (pg. 4). The
witness understood that there was a threat to the ground
troops that they would be fired upon if they did not stop
the shooting (pg. 4).

b. Statements of Mr. THOMPSON.

The witness stated that he had heard THOMPSON
himself griping about the infantry troops, but heard
nothing of his complaining that his report had gone
unheeded by command (pg. 5).

c. Statements of enlisted men.

The witness asserted that he had never heard any-
thing of these matters from the enlisted men of THOMPSON's
section, or from anyone (pg. 5).
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d. Information from Major WATKE.

The witness stated that he did not know whether
or not Major WATKE called a meeting of the company
and told them to stop the rumors since there was an
investigation (pg. 6).

2. SUBSEQUENT CONVERSATIONS WITH INVOLVED PERSONNEL.

a. Discussion with THOMPSON.

The witness stated that he had seen THOMPSON
at Fort Rucker and they spoke of the events only as much
as were public. The witness noted that he had the impression
that EHOMBSON was extremely angry at the ground troops for
their failure to cease fire (pg. 6).

b. Discussion with others.

The witness related that he had heard from someone
about THOMPSON's exploits and that he was given an award
for his actions (pg. 7). The witness added that he had
spoken with a Captain STINSON (pg. 8).

3. INVESTIGATIONS CONCERNING THE INCIDENT.

The witness stated that he had never heard anything
about an investigation being conducted (pg. 10).

(STAFFA) 2 SUM APP T-145
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(The hearing reconvened at 1540 hours, 13 January

1970.)
I0: The hearing will come to order.
RCDR: The following persons are present:

LTG PEERS, MR MACCRATE, COL FRANKLIN, LTC PATTERSON, and MAJ
LYNN. )

Sir, the next witness is Captain William J. STAFFA.

(CPT STAFFA was called as a witness, was sworn,
and testified as follows:)

RCDR: Captain STAFFA, for the record, will you please
state your full name, grade, Social Security number, branch
of service, organization and station?

A. William J. STAFFA, Captain, USAR,
stationed at the USARV Transient Detachment, RVN.
RCDR : Thank you.

I0: Captain STAFFA, before we proceed with the

questions, I shall advise you concerning these matters.

This investigation was directed jointly by the
Secretary of the Army and the Chief of Staff of the United
States Army for the purpose of determining the facts and
making findings and recommendations concerning two matters:

(1) the adequacy of prior investigations and the
inguiries into, and subsequent reviews and reports within
the chain of command, of what is now commonly referred to
as the My Lai incident of 16 March 1968, and

(2) the possible suppression or withholding of
information by any person who had a duty to report and to
furnish information concerning this incident.

This investigation is not being conducted to
investigate all facts and circumstances of what happened at
My Lai. It is directed to those specific purposes which I
have just stated.

I have had made available to me and have reviewed
prior official statements obtained in other official investi-
gations of the My Lai incident. To the best of my knowledge,
I have not seen any statement of testimony which has been
taken from you. ‘
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A, No, sir, you haven't.

Q.. Your testimony this afternoon will be taken under
oath. A verbatim transcript will be prepared. A tape
recording is being made in addition to the verbatim notes
which are being taken by the reporter.

The general classification of the report will be
confidential. However, it is possible that the testimony, or
‘at least parts of it, may at a later date become a matter of
public knowledge.

Now there are several people at the table here
besides myself. On my left is Mr. MACCRATE, who is a 7
civilian attorney, who has volunteered his services to the
Secretary of the Army to assist me, and also to provide
legal counsel to me. On my right, the far right, is Colonel
FRANKLIN, and on my immediate right is Lieutenant Colonel
PATTERSON. They have been assigned by the Office of the
Chief of Staff of the Army to assist me in this investigation.
All of these individuals may address questions to you this
afternoon. We have other investigative teams as well that
are working on this particular problem. I should advise
you, however, that I have the responsibility of weighing the
evidence and making the findings and the recommendations.

You are ordered not to discuss your testimony in
this investigation with others, including other witnesses
for the investigation, except in the performance of official
duty or as you may be required to do so before a competent
judicial, legislative, or administrative body.

To the best of my knowledge, vou have not been
cited by the military judge in the court-martial case of the
United States v. Calley. Is that correct?

A. Yes, sir.

Q. Would you state your duty assignment as of 16
March 19682

A. As of 16 March, sir, my official duty assignment
was a platoon leader at Company A, 123d Aviation Battalion.
I was transferred to Company B approximately the third week
of March, and in this intermediate period, on the 1l6th of
March, I was sort of hanging back and forth between the two
companies trying to learn what my next job would be.

(STAFFA) 2 | APP T-145
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Q. How long did you remain with the aero-scout company,
or B/123? _

A. 8 months and a week, approximately.

Q. Since the My Lail incident has become a matter of

public knowledge, that was about the latter part of September
or early October 1969, have you had any conversations with any
people from your battallon or from the Americal D1v1s1on
concerning what transpired at that time?

A. Yes, sir, just casually mentioning we saw this in
~the paper. We saw that in the paper. I haven't seen too
many of them, just a couple.

FQ. Whé have you seen?

A. Sorry. I've seen Captain Dennis STINSON, who was
in Company A. He was also the assistant division aviation
officer, one of the assistant division aviation officers;
and I saw Mr. Hugh THOMPSON at Fort Rucker.

Q. What did you and THOMPSON talk about?
A. Well, sir, THOMPSON told me that he had been
instructed not to discuss the case with anybody, so I didn't

press that.

0. ' I take 1t from what you've indicated that you were
not flying on the 16th with either Alfa or Bravo Company.

A. ' ' No, sir. I was not flying that day.

Q. When you did begin to fly with Bravo Company, what
type of aircraft did you handle?

A. Originally H-23, sir, and then we replaced it w1th
OH- 65, and flew gunships too, which was the UH-1B.

Q. | What did you hear, or did you hear anything,
concerning what might have transpired at My Lai (4) on 16
March?

A. Well, originally, sir, Ilheafd it as a--what I
heard was a gripe, the usual lack of communication between

the scout team, or whoever was up in the aircraft and the
people on the ground. My .impression of what actually went
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on was that somehow or another, some civilians, or some
non-military anyway, got caught between the crossfire of

some kind, and Mr. THOMPSON was aware of it and tried to

make the people on the ground aware of it, but he was highly
unsuccessful for a good period of time. And so, well, I
don't know exactly what made them stop, I heard several runors,
but they were not--I had heard that there was a veiled threat
between the air people and the ground people. If they didn't
stop shooting, they were going to get fired upon, but I

don't know where this rumor cropped up. I just remember
hearing it at the club one night, I think. The impression

I got was that these civilians were located in a ditch or

a depression. Unfortunately the axis of the ditch was
parallel to the line of fire rather than being 90 degrees to
it and there was fire going into the ditch, and this was

what I understood Mr. THOMPSON had originally noticed.

Q. Had there been information concerning killing of
civilians?

a, Yes, sir, children is what the original statement G
was, and I believe that Mr., THOMPSON actually went down and )

picked up a small child that had been wounded. 1In fact, I

believe he was cited for this action, and that's all, I just

heard that he had. Thare were civilians, women and chlldren, (o)
trapped in what appeared to be a crossfire.

Q. Did you have any idea of the order of magnitude of
the number of women and children and so forth that were
killed? :

A. Well, sir, I understood it was--I didn't realize
it was as great as apparently 1t secems to have been, what is
alleged anyway. I didn't think it was that serious. I
understood that there were some civilians on the order of
I'd say 40 or 50, from my impression, that had taken refuge
- in thiz ditch, and unfortunately they were not quite hidden,
covered.

Q. Were you aware of any report that THOMPSON may have
made to anybody?

A, ~_ No, sir, but I wouldn't have been, as I wasn't in
the chain of command at the time. Captain LLOYD was his
section leader at that particular time.

Q. Yes .
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A, I just heard him, I'd say, griping about it later
on. ‘

Q. Who was he griping to?

A. ' Well, just a general bull session, the pilots in

the company.
Q. ' Yes, and what was he griping about?

A. " Well, the griping was that he had seen people fired
upon, and after several radio calls he couldn't get them to
stop. . That was mainly what he was griping about.

Q. Was he, do you recall, and I recognize that I'm
asking you to .go back around 20 months oxr sc tc dig out facts
and figures in the back of your head, but was he griping
because he had reported this thing and nothing was being done
about it?

A. I don't recall, sir. I wouldn't know. His initial
gripe was against the infantry troops, that they did not
respond when he had made it plain that he had been in contact
with them, and he had gotten a reply from them and they had
not quit firing. -

Q. . How well known was this throughout the company?

A. _,' -What, sir? The incident or--

Q. ' (Interposing) The incident, yes.

A. | Well I'm sure that the people in the'companY"kneQ;'

but there was never really a whole lot of discussion about
it.

" Q. . Was there any talk about it among the enlisted

personnel?
A, No, sir, not that I know of. ILike I said, at that

- particular time I wouldn't have had any contact with themn.
However, I took that section a week later and I never heard
a mention of it from any enlisted personnel, or for that
matter from anyone.
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Q. Did you ever hear the company commander, Major
WATKE, assemble the unit in the mess hall or in some appro-
priate place and tell them to stop passing all these rumors
around, that this matter was going to be properly investi-
gated and these rumors would do no good?

A, No, sir. I didn't. Immediately after I took a
section I flew for about a week and I went down to Vung Tau
for about a week for transition, so it could have happened
while I was gone. I never heard of it but if I did, I
don't remember it.

Q. Were you ever aware that an investigation was under
way within the Americal Division or any element of the Americal
Division?

A, No, sir. I was not.

Q. : I wish you'd think a little bit more on your
discussion with THOMPSON and find out what he said and what
he was really irritated about.

A. Well, sir, my impression was, and it still is--
because like I sald the only time I saw Mr. THOMPSON, I
asked him if it had to do with the My Lai incident. As a
matter of fact, he called me about it. I was at Fort Benning,
it must have been somewhere around July or August, and he
wanted to know that name of his crew chief on a certain
particular day, which was a kind of hard thing for me to
figure out. After about an hour of description and stuff
I thought of the guy's name. But he still wouldn't tell
me why he wanted to know. It didn't take much for me to
figure it out, but I saw him at Fort Rucker and he--I just
asked him if he d been up here, and he said yes and that he
sn't geing te talk asbout it, other than what was common
knowledge. My impression still, from what he said from the
first time I ever heard of it, was that the worst, the maddest
he was around me was that he had made known to these people
what was going on and they had not done anything about it.

Q. Well, he told you about these people in the ditch,
evidently?

A, Yes, sir.

Q. ‘What about a confrontation that he had with some
Americans?
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"A. Yes, sir, I heard. Now he didn't tell, I don't

know if he told me this or someone else did, but I under-

stood it that he called these people and, I don't know how
many times, told them that they were firing upon friendlies

and that they should cease fire and get this thing straightened
out. They replied with some negative transmission. Anyway,

it didn't cease and then finally he, I don't know exactly

how he got them to. I understood or I heard a rumor, that

he had told them that he was going to fire upon them if they
didn't stop shooting civilians. I don't know if that's true,
if there's any substance to that. That was the impression

I had. Finally he landed and picked up the child and evacuated
this child. I understand he was under fire at the time, but -

I didn't write the citation. I didn't read the eyewitness
report. So I don't know. :

0. Who would have prepared the_citation?

A, Well, sir, Major SABRE, Captain GIBBS, Captain MOE,
- possibly Captain FLYNN, Major WATKE. Lieutenant LLOYD would
be the next one down the line. I don't think he did it.

Q. -Did THOMPSON join your unit subsequently? What
unit did you command in the--

A, _ (Interposing) I was the scout section commander,
which is .an extraordinarily weird TO&E. This particular
company consists of an infantry platoon and a weapons platoon,
which is all helicopters. This section was about the same
size as a platoon in a normal assault helicopter company.

It called for, I believe it called for a lieutenant. They
had made the company out of resources of the division. It
was a messed-up situation.

Q; : You were a lieutenant at the time?
A, Yes, sir.

‘MR MACCRATE: How long after March 1968 did you remain with
- the aero-scouts?

A. I rotated on 24 November.
MR MACCRATE: I have nothing further.

LTC PATTERSON: You mentioned the assistant aviation officer
that you tal¥ed to.
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A. . Yes, sir; Captain STINSON.

10: Could you spell his name, please?
A' S$-T-I~N-S-0-N, his name is Dennis L. He's a

student at the University of Alabama.

Q. Would you tell us the substance of your discussion
with him?

A. Yes, sir, I'll tell you. My discussion with him
was simply what we've been reading in the papers. Well we.
talk to each other con the phone occasionally. He's a real
good friend and the conversation ran like, "Did you read

this in the paper?" But at the time, he was a platoon leader
in A Company of the 123d. I don't think he would have had
much contact with this particular--

Q. (Interposing) Did he indicate that he knew any-
thing about this situation? c
' RV
A, No, sir.
Q. Do you know who was assistant aviation officer at .
the time? aQ
A. Possibly Major TENNANT, sir, T-E-N-N-A-N~T. He's

a rotary wing safety officer at Fort Rucker, I believe, one
of the rotary wing safety officers, Department of Tactics,

I believe. I have a list of everybody I could think of that
had anything to do with the company at that time. I don't
know if I have any names you don't have or not.

Q. Well, I'm sure Colonel PATTERSON would like to sit
down with you and go over this list.

LTC PATTERSON: Do you know who flew on the afternoon of 16
March?

A. Sir, there's only several people that could have
flown. I don't know if there was a slick was flying, but--

Q. (Interposing) The LOH?
A, Oh, the LOH, sir?
Q. . Yes; scouts.,
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A That'd be Mr. THOMPSON, flying an H-23 at the time.
Q. On the afterroon?
A, Oh, the afternoon, sir. No, sir, I couldn't tell

you. The only other scout pilots were Captain LLOYD and Mr.
GAULTIER, and Mr. KELLENBENZ.

Q. Did you all live together, all of the scout pilots?
A. No, sir. All the lieutenants lived in one hootch,
and warrant officers lived in the next three or four hootches.

The platoon or section leaders were all in one hootch.

Q. And did you and Captain LLOYD talk about this thing?

Ao B No, Sir. )
1I0: Do you remember a time when Mr. THOMPSON clipped a

tree with his rotor blades?

A. No, sir. I don't, because we've all clipped trees
with rotor blades. I don't know of any particular incident. -

Q. Well I understand that it was rather unusual for
anybody to clip a tree, and this knocked off the air cap on
the end of his rotor blade and he was able to fly it out
and get it back to Chu Lai, and it caused a certain amount
of raillery within the company.

AL No, sir, but I knocked the cap off a rotor blade
once and I don't know if Mr. THOMPSON told you that or some-
‘one else did. But I did and I got a little bit of raillery
from Colonel HOLLADAY who happened to be there at the time.

Q. : Yes.

A. I had hovered down into a yard and there was no
way out except straight up, and an H-23 with three people

in it and two machine guns didn't go up too fast. A fellow
ran out the front of a hootch with an AK-47 and there was
about a 20 foot wide gap in the trees. I tried to go under
them. I made it out until the last tree. However, it didn't
hurt the aircraft, the maintenance officer screwed it back

on in about 5 minutes.
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Q. It was a common practice that anybody who did
such a thing got hurrahed a little bit, huh?

A. ' Oh, yes, sir. I don't think it would be too
unusual. We had a few of those kind of incidents.

Q. Can you think of anything else that might have
transpired in the company that would be of assistance to
us in this investigation?

A. No, sir., I don't think so. Within about 3
months of this; there was large turnover in the company as
far as pilots went and I assuredly never would have heard
anything about it after that, I believe.

Q. You had no information concerning any investigation
- being conducted? . o

A. No, sir. 2As I said, about a week later I took this
section from Captain LLOYD and nobody ever--to my knowledge,
'I don't remember if they did. I think I would remember it.
Nobody ever came and asked me anything about it.

Q. Before we recess the hearing, I'd like to tell you
that we are trying to put this together and we intend to

put it together. So what information we might have imparted
to you this afternoon, if this refreshes your memory in any
way in the future, we'd like you to get in touch with this
office so we can have the benefit of this additional infor-
mation. Also, if you know of any documents, any maps, photos,
aerial photos, or otherwise which might be of assistance to
us, we'd like to have those. At this time, do you have any
questions?

A. No, sir. I don't.
Q. Would you like to make any statement of any variety?
A. - No, sir, other than I can furnish the colonel a

list of people. °'No problem at all. In fact I have it in my
pocket. _

- I0: Fine. This hearing will recess at this time.

(The hearing recessed at 1605 hours, 13 January
1970.)
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SUMMARY OF TESTIMONY

WITNESS: THOMPSON, Hugh C., Jr., CW2

DATES OF TESTIMONY: 3-5, 22 December 1969

PLACE OF TESTIMONY: Pentagon

WITNESS SUSPECTED OF: N/A

COUNSEL: Kenneth JOHNSON, CPT, JAGC, appointed military
counsel, stationed at Headguarters Military District of

Washington.

DUTY ASSIGNMENT ON 16 MARCH 1968: Helicopter pilot,
B Company, 1234 Aviation Battalion (aero-scout).

1, PRIOR TRAINING IN RULES OF LAND WARFARE,

Upon arrival in the country, he received some cards
and was told to read them (pg. 40). He pelieved Exhibits
M-2 and M-3 to be the cards that he was given (pg. 41).

2. PREOPERATIONAL PLANS AND BRIEFINGS.

He was briefed on the evening of 15 March 1968, and
told that the area of the operation would be around My Lai.
They were going to be a blocking force and a screening
element to the south (pg. 5).

3.  ASSAULT ON MY LATI,

a. Arrival in the areéa and initial events.

On 16 March 1968, he left straight from Chu Lai
for the area, using a pattern to avoid the artillery fire.
His arrival was at the same time as the infantry, who were
put into the west of My Lai (4) (pgs. 5,33). Gunships
escorting the "slicks" were observed "shooting it up pretty
good" (pg. 34). A Viet Cong was seen departing the area
with a weapon, and COLBURN opened fire but missed, he
believed as the VC went into a tree line while heading
towards Hill 85 (pgs. 5,6,29,30,33,54,88,94). Some 40
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mortar rounds were then spotted on Hill 85, and a small
infantry unit was. called in to destroy them (pgs. 6, 55).

He then spent some time flying recon in the area (pgs. 14,
34, 89) and returning to LZ Dottie for fuel, as he only had
enough for approximately two hours flying time (pgs. 34, 95).
He also, at some time during the morning, fired in front

of two fleeing people as requested by radio, and stopped
them for either Colonel HENDERSON or Lieutenant Colonel
BARKER (pg. 102).

b. Observation of the wounded in the road and Captain
MEDINA.

At approximately 0915 hours, while working to
the south of My Lai (4), he spotted five wounded Vietnamese
and he asked his gunship to get some help for them (pg. 6).
Possibly the gunship passed along a different message (pg. 87).
He hovered until the people got close to where they had
popped smoke, and saw one person nudge a wounded woman, step
back, and shoot her (pgs. 7, 14). The helicopter was about
15 feet in the air (pg. 97), and he could see subdued
captain's bars on the helmet of the person who fired (pg. 28).
He saw the captain later, at LZ Dottie but did not know his
name and does not know whether he could identify him now
or not (pg. 28). He returned to the other wounded, where he
had popped smoke and they were then dead also (pg. 15). He
did not see web gear or weapons near these people (pg. 87).
(See also pages 17, 29, 34, 35, 45, 52, 56, 67,-69, 84, 86).

c. Observation of the bodies in the ditch and the
talk with the sergeant who pointed his weapon at the ditch.

He then started to recon the area east of the
village and while flying over a ditch, the crew chief re-
ported seeing a "bunch of bodies" in the ditch (pg. 7). It
was about 0930 hours (pg 34). The ditch was 50-100 meters
southeast of the village (pg. 9), with trees covering both
ends, and along the west side (pg. 10). He landed and told
a "colored sergeant" that there were wounded in that ditch
and asked if the sergeant could help. The sergeant replied
that the only way that he could help them was to kill them
(pg. 10). THOMPSON thought he was joking. As he left in
his helicopter, one of his crew members, either COLBURN or
ANDREOTTA, reported that the sergeant was shooting into
the ditch. As he turned, he could see the sergeant pointing
his weapon towards the ditch (pg. 10). The sergeant was the
only one standing there (pg. 20). (See also pages 17-20, 22,
27, 46, 57, 59, 61, 62). A later return to the ditch at about
1045 hours, to rescue some of the people revealed that there
were some wounded still in the ditch (pg. 15). A boy was
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taken from the ditch and carried to the hosp1ta1 at Quang
Ngai (pg. 15,35,45,94).

d. The people in the bunker and the talk with CALLEY.

He continued flying recon over the village and
saw a bunker, and a crew member told him that there were
children in the bunker and that the Americans were
approaching it (pg. 10). He landed in a field shaped like a
horseshoe, got out, and talked with a lieutenant, telling
him that there were noncombatants in the bunker and asking
if the lieutenant could get them out (pg. 11). The lieutenant
replied that the only way to do that was "with a grenade"”
and so THOMPSON, while having his men cover him, walked
toward the bunker and motioned for Mr. MILLIANS, who was his
low gun cover, and asked him to come in and evacuate these
civilians. MILLIANS landed outside the horseshoe-shaped
area and in two trips evacuated the people to the vicinity
of Hoa My (pg. 11). At no time, did CALLEY threaten him with
a weapon (pg. 52). (See also pages 12, 18, 19, 28, 34, 45,
51, 60-62, 70, 77-79, 81, 82, 85).

e. Further action in the area.

After leaving the area of the bunker and taking the
wounded boy from the ditch to Quang Ngai, he returned to
LZ Dottie at about 1200 hours (pg. 34). The afternoon was
spent with more recons in the area and in the area south of
Hill 85. The next day was also spent on recons in the area

(pg. 16).
4, INQUIRIES CONCERNING THE ASSAULT.

a. Incident is reported to Major WATKE.

Upon his return from carrying the wounded boy to
the hospital, he reported to WATKE, his commanding officer
(pg. 15). This was at about 1200 hours on 16 March 1968
(pg. 38). THOMPSON did not remember his exact words (pg.38),
but felt that he reported the ditch containing more than
50 to 100 bodies (pg. 39) , and thought thathe told WATKE
of all of the incidents that he observed (pg. 75). WATKE
indicated that he would check into it (pg. 15) and seemed
to be concerned (pg. 74). The meeting took place either
in the unit's radio van (pg. 72) or just outside of it
(pg. 76). He did not clearly remember who else was
present (pg. 75). Possibly it was ANDREOTTA and COLBURN
(pg. 75), or perhaps it was some of the other pilots (pg.75), P
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but he did not remember who (pg. 77), nor did he think
that he said that he would report it even if it cost him
his wings (pgs. 72,77). '

b. Discussion of the incident with Colonel HENDERSON.

THOMPSON stated that on 17 March 1968, he was told
by WATKE that "the colonel wanted to see me" (pg. 16). Major
WILSON may have been the one Who told him to report to
the colonel (pg. 93). He does not know the name of the
colonel, but he believed it was a "full colonel" (pgs. 16,
37). When he was shown the photographs of five officers
(which were Exhibits P-49 thru P-53), he was unable to
identify HENDERSON's picture (pgs. 41, 42), which was one
of the photos (pg. 47). He did not talk to General YOUNG,
or to Lieutenant Colonel BARKER (pg. 16). He spoke with
the colonel in the command post at LZ Dottie (pg. 16), and
the conversation took about 20 to 30 minutes (pgs. 16, 19,

92). The colonel took notes on what he said (pgs. 17, 93).
He was not placed under oath and no one else was present
(pg. 17). THOMPSON told the colonel about seeing a captain

shoot the Vietnamese girl, about the bodies in the ditch,
and the sergeant's statement, about landing and talking
with the lieutenant, although he did not give his exact
words with the lieutenant and about the other wounded
people. (pgs. 17,18,45-47,92). He also mentioned how he
evacuated the people from the bunker (pg. 18). THOMPSON

felt that his crew chief was waiting outside (gqs .17,37)
but he was not sure if it was COLBURN or ANDREOTTA (pgs. 37, 90,

93). It could be have been Mr. CULVERHOUSE (pgs. 90, 91).
After he was finished, the colonel called in the other person
(pg. 37), and THOMPSON walked back alone (pg. 93). This was

the last time that THOMPSON was interviewed about the matter
until he spoke with the IG in Washington (pg. 40).

C. Discussion of the incident with other personnel.

The witness spoke in detail of the incident with
Captain CRESWELL at the officer's club a few days after
the incident (pgs. 39, 97, 98). He did not talk with anyone
else (pgs. 39, 98), other than perhaps some pilots (pg. 39),
or in the hootches (pg. 98).
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5. OTHER INFORMATION.

a. THOMPSON stated that he saw the.village was
burning (pgs. 10, 20) while he flew over it, and that it
was burning when he arrived on the scene, which he felt was

from the artillery prep (pg. 30).

b. He stated that after he put smoke on the wounded
individuals on the road, the gunships did not go in and
fire on them (pg. 37).

c. THOMPSON explained how the radio communications
operated between his ship, the low gunship, the high
gunship, and the ground andrelated this to incidents
that took place (pgs. 78-81, 83, 84, 87).

d. In the discussion of the tape recording made in
the Task Force Barker TOC, and later transcribed (Exhibit
M-20), THOMPSON gtated that he did not think that the
wounded along the road were combatants, although the
transmission from BARKER to MEDINA jndicated that there
was web equipment in the area (pg. 87). He fe1lt that the
statement, "dinks...that we got," referred to the fleeing
Viet Cong who was fired at earlier (pg. 88), or else
that it was a broken transmission (pg. 89). The tape also
mentions popping smoke at 0915 hours, when THOMPSON could
have been refueling (pg. 95), but he gtateg that he could
have refueled earlier (pg. 96).

(THOMPSON) 5 SUM APP T-3
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EXHIBITS
-EXHIBIT
‘NUMBER DESCRIPTION NOTES : PAGES
Wit was given a
M-2 MACV Card "Nine Rules" copy in RVN and
told to Tread 1IT.
. 40
MACV Card "Enemy 1in Your| Wit was given a
M-3 Hands" copy in RVN and
told to read 1it.
: 4]
Transcript of TF Barker | Tape hdd been
M-20 tape heard previously. | 86
Shows location of |-
(0L X THOMPSON's sketch people on road. 24
Used 1n
P-1 Aerial Photo description. 21
He identified and
P-1A Copy of Aerial Photo marked:
1-Tree lineto whicL
VC ran to.
54
2-Bodies lying in
, road.
a 56
3-Location of
CPT MEDINA.
57
4-Bodies in ditch 58
5-Where helicopteyx
landed near
bunker. 59,61
6-Bunker with
Vietnamese.
60
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EXHIBITS
EXHIBIT
NUMBER DESCRIPTION ° NOTES PAGES
7-Wounded persons. | 66
8-Is photo P-32
location.
67
9-Wounded woman 66
in road..
P-2 Miscellaneous Scenes Identified P-32
thru as a picture of
P-42 a woman lving on
the south side of 64,65,
Highway 521. 67
pP-45 Oblique photo Not recognized. 57
P-46 Oblique photo Located tree line.| 58
P-49 .
thru Identified all 41,42,
P-53 Photos of five officers |except HENDERSON. 47
Used for demon-
MAP-1 Wall Map stration. 46
MAP-2 Picto Map Marked:
1-Wounded girl. 23
2-Wounded people
in road.
24
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SUMMARY OF TESTIMONY

WITNESS: THOMPSON, Hugh C., Jr., CW2
DATE OF TESTIMONY: 6 January 1970
PLACE OF TESTIMONY: Vietnam

WITNESS SUSPECTED OF: N/A

COUNSEL: None

DUTY ASSIGNMENT ON 16 MARCH 1968: Helicopter pilot,
B Company, 123d Aviation Battalion (aero-scout).

The witness identified various aircraft from photographs
{see Exhibit list, infra) and stated that at 1330 hours,

16 March 1968, his helicopter blade hit a tree (pg. 108).
He landed to the east of the highway to check it and spoke
with either Captain MEDINA, or Lieutenant CALLEY (pgs. 110,
111). He states that the log entry for 1535 hours was of
another H-123 (pg. 109).

(THOMPSON) 1 : SUM APP T-3A
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FXII'[BITc

EXHIBIT :

NUIIBER DLSCRIPTION NOTES PAGES

' Task Force Barker log (Wit stated he re-

M-16 _jwith mention of an calls hitting a } .
aircraft incident. tree, but no seriqig

damage involved.
When he landed he
spoke with either a

Captain or a
Lieutenant. Possibly

there was another ‘
H-123. _M109:;}1

Annotated aerial photo
P-1B of My Lai (prepared at |Entered into record .108
Chu Lai, 4 Jan 70) o

Identified as not
P-11-12Photo of aircraft a dustoff ship. 104
Identified as R
pP-29 Photo of aircraft possibly a Rattler
ship from 7Ist [
Aviation TCo. 105
TWit identifie@ Threé

P-26 Photo of aircraft Rattle ships from
h ) - N I"Circles and possible
Rattler heads. 106

P-27 |[Photo of aircraft Not identified. 106

T ' ~ 7 fRattler ship
P-65 Photo of aircraft clearly identified

as behind a Dolphif
) 105, 106

‘Taken at LZ Dottie
P-71 Photo of alrcraft“__nh_“_ggg identified as
a"l76th ship" be-
cause of tail band|
and "Minuteman."

106
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EXUIBITS
EXHIBIT )
NUMBER DESCRIPTION ‘NOTE§_ PAGES
Identified as a .
pP-72 Photo of aircraft "minuteman ship". 107
Possibly a Dolphin
P-73 Photo of aircraft from 174th due to
"blue arching up".
107
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SUMMARY OF TESTIMONY

WITNESS: THOMPSON, Hugh C. 1LT
DATE OF TESTIMONY: 10 February 1970
| PLACE OF TESTIMONY: Pentagon
‘WITNESS SUSPECTED OF: N/A

COUNSEL: None

DUTY ASSIGNMENT ON 16 MARCH 1968: Helicopter pilot,
B Company, 123d Aviation Battalion (aero-scout).

1. DISCUSSIONS OF THE INCIDENT WITH OTHER PEOPLE.

The witness recalled discussing the incident at My Lai
with Warrant Officers MILLIANS, CULVERHOUSE and BROWN but did
not remember whether it was back at the hootch or whether it
was out on the flight line (pg. 115). He knew they talked
somewhere about it and felt that BROWN mentioned that he also
disagreed with what happened (pg. 115).

2. DISCUSSION WITH MAJOR WATKE.

a. Facts which he reported.

The witness talked to WATKE for 15 to 20 minutes
(pg. 124). He had returned to LZ Dottie after bringing
the boy to Quang Ngai Hospital (pg. 123). He didnot recall
if he refueled before or after talking with WATKE and did
not remember if he ate before or after seeing him (pg. 124).
He stated it would have been difficult for him to eat his
lunch and to be back in the air in order to have his aircraft
accident by 1330 hours (pg. 124). He stated that after the
aircraft accident they returned to LZ Dottie and he possibly
saw Major WATKE at that time (pg. 125). In any event, when
he did see him he stated that he told him "everything and
possibly more at that time" (pg. 113). He thought he told
WATKE about the ditch, about asking the colored individual to
help the people in the ditch, about talking to the lieutenant
near the bunker site, and about the large number of noncombatants
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that were killed (pg. 114). He thought he gave the

figure 100 to 125 to Major WATKE but does not know for sure
(pg. 115). He stated he had no hesitation in talking to the
major {(pg. 115). He was not sure if the words "murder" or
"unnecessary killing" were used (pg. 117). He stated that
the conversation with the lieutenant on the ground was only
part of what he told WATKE. He stated he also mentioned
something about the hat with "California" written on it

{(pg. 118).

b. Other people present.

The witness did not know whether he and Major WATKE
stayed in the van or went outside, but felt that they stayed
inside. He stated that Captain MOE should have been there
along with the radio operator, Specialist KUBERT (pg. 116).

He normally gave KUBERT a run down of their activities for
the log, and stated that on this mission he was trying to
clarify the distinction between their picking up mortar
rounds, instead of mortar tubes as everyone thought (pgs. 116,
117).

c. Major WATKE's reaction.

The witness stated, in response to a question
asking if he felt he had been given the treatment, the
attention, and the follow-through that he was entitled to
as an officer reporting a serious incident, that after he
spoke with Major WATKE, he spoke with a colonel, so that
he. thought someone was looking into it (pg. 128). He had
the impression that WATKE was going to do something about it,
but could not remember what had been said (pg. 129). The
witness stated he had no feedback on the investigation
(pg. 128). After the day he spoke to the colonel, he
did not discuss it with anyone (pg. 128).

3. DISCUSSION WITH COLONEL HENDERSON.

The witness stated that either Major WATKE or Major
WILSON saw him go up to meet with Colonel HENDERSON, or
possibly walked him up the hill at LZ Dottie to show him
where to go (pg. 125). The witness stated he remembered
talking to a colonel on the 16th or 17th at LZ Dottie but
did - not think it was Colonel HENDERSON (pg. 119). When
asked about ANDREOTTA speaking with the colonel at a time when
ANDREOTTA had blood on his fatigues, he stated that the
blood would have come from the ditch (pg. 119).

The witne~s stated that he spoke with a short heavy-
set full .lonel. However the photograph of
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Colonel HENDERSON did not look familiar. Nor did
HENDERSON look familiar when seen by the witness on his
first appearance before the board (pg. 120). The witness
mentioned seeing a water tower or a lookout tower west
of the helipad and stated he entered a tent near to this
tower (pg. 121). It is possible he is talking about
different days and different situations (pg. 121). The
witness was shown a number of photographs of various
officers whom he identified (See Exhibit 1list infra).

4. DISCUSSIONS WITH CRESWELL.

The witness stated it was not in an official capacity
tnat he spoke with Chaplain CRESWELL (pg. 118). He stated
it was at the officers club although he used to visit
CRESWELL in the chapel to discuss his confirmation
(pg. 129). He did not recall jumping in a jeep and driving
straight over there on the day of the incident (pg. 129).
He recalled telling CRESWELL about the bodies, about the
ditch, about the colored sergeant, and about the bunker
(pg. 131). He stated CRESWELL mentioned something about
seeing his "boss" but that he never heard anything more
(pg. 132). After mention of it, the witness recalled going
to the chaplain's office but did not know when it was
(pg. 132).

5. DISCUSSION WITH COLONEL HOLLADAY.

The witness did not recall going to division head-
quarters but stated he did seem to be familiar with how
it was laid out (pg. 133). He did not recall visiting
the headquarters with Colonel HOLLADAY (pg. 133). He did
not remember a conversation with either General KOSTER,
General YOUNG, or Colonel PARSON (pgs. 133, 134).

6. CONFRONTATION ON THE GROUND.

The witness discussed having his gunners stand on
alert to protect him, although they had not heard any
enemy fire. He stated that he did not think it "feasible"
that one Americal should fire on another, but, in any event,
he did not want to "get shot up" (pgs. 126,127).

(THOMPSON) 3 SUM APP T-3B
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EXHIBITS
EXHIBIT .
NUMBER DESCRIPTION NOTES PAGES
Wit stated it was
P-49 Photos of HENDERSON not CALHOUN that .
and he spoke with but
P-50 and CALHOUN. was possibly
HENDERSON.
123
Witness identified
P-53 Miscellaneous photo as being of Colonel
BLACKLEDGE.
122
P-199 Miscellaneous photos Witness said it
and was neither
P-200 officer. 4 122
- Wit said he did nof
pP~223 Photo of Colonel LUPER |speak with him. 122
Wit stated that it
P-224 Miscellaneous photo was possible he
spoke with this
individual. 123
.
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(The hearing reconvened at 1315 hours, 3 December

1969.)
I0: The hearing will come to order.
RCDR: The following persons are present? LTG PEERS, MR

WEST, COL MILLER, COL WILSON, and MAJ LYNN.
The next witness is Mr. Hugh C. THOMPSON.

(CW2 Hugh C. THOMPSON, Jr., , Aviation
Warrant Officer Branch, Fort Rucker, Alabama, was called as
a witness, was sworn, and testified as follows:)

I10: Mr. THOMPSON, before we proceed with any questlons
I shall inform you of several matters.

This investigation was directed jointly by the
Secretary of the Army and the Chief of Staff, United States
Army, for the purpose of determining facts and making recom-
mendations concerning:

(1) the adequacy of prior investigations and in-
quiries into, and subsequent reviews and reports within the
chain of command, of what is now commonly referred to as the
My Lai incident of 16 March 1968, and

(2) possible suppression or withholding of infor-
mation by any person who had a duty to report and to furnish
information concerning this incident.

This investigation is not being conducted to in-
vestigate all facts and circumstances of what happened at
My Lai. It is directed to those specific purposes which I
have just stated.

I have had made available to me and have reviewed
prior official statements obtained in other official inves-
tigations of the My Lai incident. Here I will say I have
read your interrogation by the inspector general, Colonel
WILSON, Office of the Inspector General. '

Your testimony will be taken under oath. A ver-
batim transcript will be prepared. A tape recording is being

made in addition to the verbatim notes being taken by the
reporter.
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Although the general classification of the report
will be confidential, it is possible that testimony, or parts
of it, may later become a matter of public knowledge.

There are several people in this room who may ask
you some questions. These individuals are my assistants and
they are authorized to ask questions in my name. However,

I have the responsibility of weighing the evidence and making
the findings and recommendations.

You are directed to not discuss your testimony
with others except in the performance of official duty or as
you may be required to do so before a competent judicial or
administrative body. '

Do you have any questions at this time?

A. Yes, sir. I know you're aware of me being--not
supposed to talk to anybody about this. I presume this kind
of supersedes this.

10: You're thinking of the orders of Colonel KENNEDY,
the military judge?

A, I feel, sir, that this would overrule that, but
I just want to make sure that--that is not supposed to
apply to this.

MR WEST: I think if you get into the part about not making
any statements--

I0: (Interposing) Well, he's already indicated that
Mr. THOMPSON will be essentially under the same instructions
not to discuss your testimony with others except for official
duty or as you may be required to do so before a competent
judicial or administrative body. And looking at the other
one, it is, really, advising you to the same effect; that
you will not make any statements except before a competent
judicial or quasi-judicial body, and this is a competent -
quasi-judicial body..

A, Yes. I knew it was, but I just wanted to make
sure about that, sir.

IO0: Colonel MILLER, are there any points you would
like to raise at this time?

(THOMPSON) 2 APP T-3
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COL MILLER: No, sir.

Q. Mr. THOMPSON, what was your duty assignment on
the 16th of March, 1968?

A. Flying scout helicopter, sir.

Q. What unit were you attached to or assigned to?
A. 1234 Aviation Battalion, aero-scout company.

Q. Where was this located and who did you normally
support?

A. Our home base was at Ky Ha heliport at Chu Lai,

and our staging area was at LZ Dottie. We were working for
the 1llth Brigade, sir.

Q. And how long had you been working for the 1lth
Brigade? '
A. Almost ever since the unit has been formed, sir.

We formed, I think it was in February, so we had been work-
ing that area almost all the time.

Q. Yes. Would you habitually stay overnight at
Dottie, or would you go back to Chu Lai or to Duc Pho?

A, We Would go to Chu Lai, sir.

Q. Chu Lai?

»A. Yes, sir.

Q. How far was Chu Lai to the north?

A. About 20 or 25 miles.

Q. How much flight experience had you had?

A, I'd say about 600 hours, sir.
- Q. How much time had you spent in South‘Vietnam prior

to 16 March?

(THOMP SON) 3 APP T-3
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A, I got in South Vietnam on the 30th of December
1967, sir. :
Q. You had been there approx1mately two and one

half months, is that correct?

A, Yes, sir;

Q. Had you been to South Viétnam before that time?

A. No, sir.

Q. And you were flying all the time after you arfived
in country?

A. " Yes, sir.

Q. I would remind you again that I am familiar with

the 1nterv1ew that has been conducted by Colonel WILSON from
the IG.

g

A. Yes, sir. oo
Q. I would like to now discuss the events which tran-

spired on the l6th and 17th in the area of My Lai (4) and Son :
My operation. _ =
A, , Yes, sir.

Q. o We have to the rear of you a map (Exhibit MAP-1)

which has been entered in evidence. If you would care to
speak from that, this would be fine.

A. Yes, sir.

Q. If you would care to look it over, because this
scale is quite different from the normal one you look at.

A. Yes, sir.

Q. If you would care to stand up and look at it,
that would be fine.

(Witness moved to front of Exhibit MAP-1,)

(THOMPSON) 4 APP T-3
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MR WEST: Mr. THOMPSON, if you don't mind my suggesting,
speak to the reporter. Be sure he hears you. The rest of
us will hear you fine.

&
A. We'll start over here first (indicating). This
was our staging area LZ Dottie. Now, we got a briefing the
night before, of the mission we were going on which was down
around My Lai (indicating). That morning I don't even be-
lieve we stopped at Dottie. We just left straight from Chu
Lai. I think the first team did. I'm not positive we
stopped there (indicating LZ Dottie on Exhibit MAP-1) or
not. We had to come in here (indicating to an area west of
My Lai (4) on Exhibit MAP-1l), and we were going to be a
blocking force and a screening element to the south (indic-
ating) because they had infantry going in around this opera-
tion (indicating an area west of My Lai (4) on Exhibit
MAP-1) , and they had to be -- I don't know the exact time,
early in the morning. But they had artillery stuff coming
in. I'm pretty sure we came down (indicating a vertical
line running north to south and west of My Lai (4) on
Exhibit MAP-1) and then straight across from Chu Lai because
we wouldn't want to get hit by the artillery. They were
bringing the slicks in. Right when we got into the area
the slicks were there because the artillexry stopped. We
were there at the same time, the way it was planned. They
started putting the infantry in somewhere over here (in-
dicating an area slightly west of My Lai (4) on Exhibit
MAP-1) so we were staying out of their way because they had
gun escorts with them. Just as soon as we just got into
the area, I saw a Viet Cong departing the vicinity of My
Lai south (indicating), and when he did, he had a weapon,
running. So I told my crew chief, you know, to get him.
I had a new gunner that day, and he missed him, so I told
the guns that were following me that the guy had a weapon
and that he had gone into a tree line which is not shown,
but there is a tree line right through here (indicating).
He went into this tree line like he was making for Hill
85 further south (indicating), and they rode in then and
shot a couple -- made a couple of gun runs through there.
We couldn't get a confirmed kill on him because we could
never find the body. So we started checking this area out
in here (indicating south of My Lai (4) on Exhibit MAP-1),
and up on Hill 85. The ships that had escorted the infantry
were working out on this side of the road here (indicating
north of Highway 521 on Exhibit MAP-1l). They were down
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pretty low so we decided to just wait back in here (indicat-
ing south of My Lai (4) on Exhibit MAP-1) so we wouldn't

get near the line of fire. It wasn't too long after that
until I spotted some mortar rounds on Hill 85. I think the
count came to about 40-something, but I'm not sure.

Q. Mortar rounds?

A. _ Yes, sir.

Q. Being fired on My Lai?

A, They weren't being fired, sir. They had just
been left by somebody.

Q. - Yes.

A, So we worked around this area for a little while
(indicating Hill 85) until the gunships got out of the way
and we had our infantry -- we had a small infantry unit with

us, about a platoon-size force, and they had sent for them

because they wanted to gather up these mortars and detonators Lo
so that Charlie wouldn't get them. And I started working £
over back in this way (indicating) because the infantry had
then gotten into the hills right around there (indicating).
There was a bunch of wounded Vietnamese--

MR WEST: (Interposing) Mr. THOMPSON, when you point a
place out on the map, would you add some words of description
like west of My Lai (4), or something like that?

A, Yes.
MR WEST: Thank you.
A, I'm sorry, sir.

I started working to the south of My Lai (4), to
the north of the road, the main highway through there, and
I spotted about five wounded Vietnamese. I told my gunship
that the wounded were on the ground and to see if he could
get some help for them. He rogered and said okay, and said
he'd try, and a few minutes. later he radioed back that help
was on its way or something like that, or to that effect.
So I went around and popped smoke where these individuals
were lying. And then I just continued to recon on around
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-~ here. When I saw the people getting real close to where one
of the smokes were, I hovered over there and they walked up
to the person, nudged him once, stepped back and shot hin.
I don't know why. They could have thought they had had a
hand grenade or something. Instead of reconning on around--

0. (Interposing) Where were these, to the south
part of the village, hamlet? :

A. Yes, sir. There was one girl to the southwest
before you got to the main highway. There was another
woman about due south of the village, and there was about
three lying on the road that I could tell were still alive
because they were still moving.

Q. Are you referring to Highway 5217

A. 521, yes, sir.

Q. Would you point out what you consider to be the
village? .

A. This area right in here, sir. This area right

here that says My Lai (4).

MR. WEST: Let the record show that he has pointed to what
has been identified as My Lai (4) on the map.

A, These were further to the east, these buildings
(indicating) , because there was a church right there (in-
dicating) or some sort of synagogue or should be because
there was one out this road (indicating).

Q. You mean synagogue or pagoda?

A. A building you could go into. It would be a
church. It wasn't just a statue. And no buildings. The
next building was up in here (indicating) where the opera-
tions were. Right in here (indicating). And I started re-
conning the area east of the village and I flew across a
ditch and the crew chief said, "There's a bunch of bodies
in that ditch."

Q. What time was this now?

A, I don't know the time, sir. I believe I told
Colonel WILSON things were happening out there fast that
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day, and our other light scout should have relieved me, but
we didn't bring but one with us that day because our air-
craft were down for maintenance, and I stayed out there un-
til noontime. But I know I had to go back and refuel at
least once. 1I'd stay out there for two gun teams because

I could stay twice as long as the gun teams could, and then
we'd go back and refuel and come back out.

2

Q. - What kind of aircraft were the gunships?

A. :EBravd model Huey's.

Q. » Léravo model Huey's?

A. EgYes,-sir. 'We had real weak Bravo models.

Q. 7 And you were flying what?

a. A 23, sir, OH-23.

Q.  OH-237?
A, Yes, sir.

Q. And YOu were performing the function of scout or

the recon element while they were providing you with the
gun protection, is that right?

A. There was two different gunships there. There
was our gunships which already was flying cover on me. If
I got in trouble, they got me out of trouble.

Q. Yes.

A, -And the other gunships brought_the‘slicks in which
were operating as a gun team.

Q. Yes, but they were eécorting the slicks?

A. ‘ Yes, sir.

Q. Supportlng the slicks for the combat assault, is
that correct?

A. The other gun teaﬁ, not my gun team.
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Q. How many teams from your unit were in this opera-
tion?
A. There was two different gun teams, but there was

only one team at a time.

Q. One at a time?
A. Yes, sir.
Q. All right. I think it would be desirable if we

could get an approximate time that you first saw these bodies
in a ditch.

A. I would say around 1000. There are a couple of
other things that make me think I only refueled one time,
sir. I know when I left it was right about noontime be-
cause when we got back we knocked off for chow. I was
almost out of fuel then. 1In fact, I was worried about get-
ting back to Dottie because I had to go to Quang Ngai first,
and I had already refueled the first time when I saw, you
know, the building up of the bodies.

Q. Could you point out the specific spot on that
map where you saw the ditch?

A. ' No, sir.

Q. With respect to the viilage?

A, It was to the east of the village, possibly a
little south. -

Q. Southeast of the village?

A. Yes, sir.

Q. And how -- approximately how far would you say?
‘A Fifty or 100 meters I would say, sir. I have

been asked this before, sir, and they keep talking about how
far something is, like you do on the ground, because it
doesn't take you very long to get there at all. You're not
walking. It was to the east and south of the wvillage. There
was a tree line in this ditch.

(THOMPSON) : 9 , » APP T-3

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY

Q. Alongside of it?

A. Yes, sir.

Q. . On which side was the tree line?

A. " There was tree covering on both ends and trees
were on the west side along where —-- it wasn't a thick tree
line, because it kind of -- it came thick from both ends of

it and kind of got real thin.
| Q. “Were they trees or were they sort of low bushes?

A. . They  looked like trees to me, sir. I associate

them with trees. When I saw the bodies in the ditch I came

back around and saw that some of them were still alive. So

I sat down on the ground then and talked to -- I'm pretty

sure it was a sergeant, colored sergeant -- and I told them

there was women and kids over there that were wounded -- could

he help them or could they help them? And he made some re-

mark to the effect that the only way he could help them was

to kill them. And I thought he was joking. I didn't take

him seriously. I said, "Why don't you see if you can help

them," and I took off again. And as I took off my crew chief ce
said that the guy was shooting into the ditch. As I turned _ &
around I could see a guy holding a weapon pointing towards

the ditch.

Q. - What was the name of your crew chief?

A, Well, the same crew chief and gunner. I don't
remember which one was flying on which side. I think the
one on the right side was COLBURN and the one on the left
side would be ANDREOTTA. No, wait a minute, COLBURN was
on the left side that day because ANDREOTTA was the one
who held the kid, and the kid was on my right. '

Q. ' ‘That last answer -- he was the one that what?

A. " Held the kid, sir. And after that we were still
flying recon over the village. The village was smoking
pretty good. You couldn't get right over it. And we came
around somewhere to the east of the village, :and I saw this
bunker and either the crew chief or the gunner said that
there was a bunch of kids in the bunker, and the Americans
were approaching it. There was a little open area, field,
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shaped sort of like a horseshoe, so I set down in the

middle of that horseshoe, got out of the aircraft and talked
with this lieutenant, and told him that there was some

women and kids in that bunker over there, and could he get
them out. He said the only way to get them out was with a
hand grenade. I told him to just hold your men right where
they are and I'll get the kids out. And I walked over
towards the bunker, motioned for them to come out, and they
came out. But there was more than women and kids. There

was a couple--one or two--old men in there. 1I'd say about
two or three women and then some kids. I got back in the
aircraft, didn't take off, just put my helmet on or just plug-
ged my helmet up and I called Mr. MILLIANS who was flying the
low gun cover and told him what I had and asked him if he'd
come in and get them out of this immediate area back into

an area that had not so much firing going on. And he came

in and picked up half of them.

Q. Was he able to land in the same horseshoe-shaped
area? '
A. No, he landed outside the horseshoe-shaped area.

He landed behind me.
Q. Yes.

A. And I walked the people to him. He could only
take about half of them, and flew them out going back to
Highway 521. He flew them, I would say, back up to the
vicinity of Hoa My (indicating vicinity coordinates 7078,
MAP-1) because there was a road going off 521 about where
he let them out. He came back and got the rest of them
and took them up there also. I followed them back. That's
how I know where he landed.

Q. How many people did you pick up all told?

A. I received the DFC that day, and it was written
up. Sixteen, I don't remember today. You know how many

" people--

Q. (Interposing) Did you receive a DFC that same
day or for that day?

A, For the day.
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Q. For the day. For lifting out or assisting in the
rescue of those 16 people?

A, And the kid I carried to the hospital, sir.
Q. I don't think we've gotten that far with your
story, yet,

A. | "No, sir.

Q. ' Now, let me come back here again. Tell me a

little more about your discussion with the lieutenant? Did
you ever identify the lieutenant? :

A. Yes, sir.

Q. _Who was he?

A, ELieutenant CALLEY. )

0. | Did you know at the time it was Lieutenant CALLEY?

A. No, sir. ' gé
Q.- ' When did you learn it was Lieutenant CALLEY?

A. When I was in Washingtoﬁ. When was it? June, =

sir (speaking to Colonel WILSON)?
(Col WILSON nodded in the affirmative.)

MR WEST: Let the record reflect he is addressing Colonel
WILSON.

Q. How did you identify him?
A. In a lineup, sir.
Q. This was the officer that you talked to on the

ground, and this is the officer who you just related this
story about?

A. Yes, sir. As I said before, sir, I didn't see
this officer do any shooting.

0. But he did make the statement to the effect the
only way he could possibly get them out was to--

(THOMPSON) . 12 APP T-3
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A. (Interposing) It was something to that effect. I
didn't know whether he said throw a hand grenade or toss it,

but it was to the effect that that was the only way he could

get them out was with a hand grenade.

I10: We'll take a short recess.

(The hearing recessed at 1344 hours, 3 December
1969.) '

(The hearing reconvened at 1347 hours, 3
December 1969.)

I0: The hearing will come to order.

RCDR: All parties to the hearing who were present when
the hearing recessed were again present.

A: Do you want me to go back to the first person who
I called over there to send medical aid to the wounded?

I0: Yes.

A. When I got over to that one girl it was southwest
of My Lai and after I had called for medical assistance for
the wounded Vietnamese, the person who came up there and
shot that girl was a captain. I know that.

Q. And what time was that? Was it prior to the
time you had gone into pick up the people from the dugout,
or bunkexr?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. Approximately what time was that?
A, I'd say right around 10 o'clock sir, give or

take an hour, I guess. The only thing I can associate

these times to is about lunch time when I got back to Dottie,
and this was happening real fast, I popped smoke when I saw
the ditch and when I saw the bunker and when I went back

to the ditch. After I got the kids out and medevac'd -- not
medevac'd them, but just got them out of the area.

Q. You're confusing me a little bit.

(THOMPSON) 13 - APP T-3
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A. I'm sorry, sir.

Q. What -- let's go over your story again. What was
the first thing you did thexe after you left Hill 85 where
they blew up the mortar rounds, or took care of the mortar
rounds?

A. | Reconning the area, sir, around My Lai (4) because

these infantry had gotten there by then. I was going to
screen for them. You know if I get shot at I can move a lot
easier than they can, and also I might be able to direct
them to where I received fire. After flying around about

10 or 15 minutes, something like that, I hadn't received

any fire so I started just flying around, and I don't know
whether it was myself or one of my crew chiefs or gunner
that saw the wounded. So we started flying over the wounded.
And I told the gunship who I was talking to, to see if he
could call the other gunship to call the ground unit and
get them to send some medics over to help these wounded.

Q. That was quite early in the morning then?

A. I'd say it was around 1000, sir.

Q. Around 10007

A. Yes, sir.

Q. Yes.

A. And when the guy came up, like I said, he nudged

the woman, stepped back and shot her.

Q. Did he just step back or did he walk away from
her? What was your position with respect to him? How well
could you see him?

A. ' As well as I can see you, sir. Real well. I
guess I was about half again as long as this room and about
8 or 10 feet in the air sitting at a hover. What's that,
about 50 feet? Something like that.:

Q. ~ Yes.

(THOMPSON) 14 APP T-3
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A. And when he shot that one, we started going back
to where I'd popped other smoke, and those wounded people
were dead then also. And I don't know whether they died

of their original wounds or whether they had more wounds .
in them. I didn't stop down and look at them. And that's
.when we went over and saw the ditch, and the sergeant -- oh,
I can't say that. The sergeant was aiming a weapon into

the ditch and rounds were being fired. And then we went to
the bunker, got those out, and I asked my crew if they'd like
to go back over and check the ditch out and see if anybody
was still alive. And they said they would. We went back
over and sat down next to the ditch and got out. I stood
next to the helicopter with an M-60 and they went down into
the ditch and came back up a few minutes later and brought
out a little kid. He had a scratch on his arm which could
have been a round or it could have just been a scratch. I
asked them if there were any more and they said yes, there
was more, but they was hurt worse than he was. So we could
only carry one with us, so we put him in the helicopter and
carried him to the hospital at Quang Ngai.

Q. Quang Ngai?

A. Yes, sir. And then we went back to Dottie.
Apparently I'd said something over the radio about things
being pretty bad out there because when I got back I re-
member I talked to my CO about it.

\Q. Who was your CO?
A, Major WATKE.
Q. Major WATKE?
A, iYes, sir.
Q. Yes.
A. And he said he'd check into it or something to

that effect. And then the next day I had to go--
Q. (Interposing) Did you talk to anybody else

about it the remainder of the afternocon? Or what did you
do in the afternoon? :

(THOMPSON) 15 APP T-3
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A. We had more recons after lunch in this area (in-
dicating My Lai area on Exhibit MAP-1l). We got over on this
side (indicating an area south of Hill 85 on Exhibit MAP-1)
~in the afternoon. This side meaning south of Hill 85. I'm
sure that I talked to some of the other pilots about it, and
I feel sure my crew chief and gunner also did. Then I went
back to Chu Lai. The next day we came down there for, you
know, some more recon work, and Major WATKE told me the
colonel wanted to see me. So I went up there and told hlm,
I guess, about what I've told you all.

Q. ' ‘When you say the colonel wanted to see you,
which colonel?

A, A bird colonel -- full colonel.
Q. Did you talk to anybody before that, at all? Had

you talked at all with the lieutenant colonel who commanded
the task force? Colonel BARKER?

A. No, sir. I think the only colonel I talked to
was a full colonel.

Q. Did you talk to General YOUNG?

A. I neﬁer talked to him.

Q. | You never talked to him?

A. No, sir. 1

Q. All right. Procéed with your story about what
you told the colonel?

A. The same thing that I've just told you. He
asked me, you know, what went on or what did I see.

Q. How long were you with the colonel?

A, I'd say about 20 or 30 minutes, sir.

Q. ~ Where did he interrogate.you?

A. | It was in their command post, I guess you'd call

it, at Dottie. I don't know what they called it. 1It's

(THOMPSON) 16 APP T-3
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right by one of the towers. I think they considered it the
command post.

Q. Did he take your statement down in writing for
you to sign?

A. He took =- he didn't take anything I said down,
but he made notes on it. I can't remember if I signed
anything or not, sir.

Q. Were you placed under oath?

A. No, sir, I don't believe so.

Q. Was anybody else present durihg this time?
A. No, sir.

Q. Only yéu.

A. My crew chief was waiting outside, sir,

Q. Was Major WATKE present?

A. No, sir, he was down at the shed.

Q. And what time was this in the day?

A, I feel it was between 10 and 12 in the morn-

ing and I think it was the next day.

Q. That would make it the 17th then?

A, Yes, sir.

Q. I'd like you to think as hard as you can on this
one. :

A. Yes, sir.

Q. As to the length of time you were there, and,

specifically, what you told him?
A, I told him that I had seen the captain shoot the

Vietnamese girl. I told him about the ditches and the bocdies
- in the ditch.

(THCMPSON) 17 ' APP T-3
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Q. How many bodies did you tell him were in the ditch?

A. I think I said about 100, sir. Between 75 and
100. There was a bunch of people there. I told wim about
the sergeant saying the only way he could help them was to
shoot them. And I told him about -~ I didn't tell him what
my direct words were with the lieutenant or I didn't even
know he was a lieutenant at that time. I didn't tell him my
direct words, what my words were with Lieutenant CALLEY, but
I did tell him I sat down and told him to stop his men. I
told him that when I sat down over there I talked with the
man who appeared to be in charge, and that I told him that
I had spotted some Vietnamese kids in the bunker, and he
said, "No, you're kidding," and that the only way he could
get them out was with a hand grenade. So I told him to

just stop his men and I'd get them out of there without
killing them.

Q. Did you indicate to him that you had in fact
picked up and evacuated these individuals to the southwest
along Highway 52172

A. I can't remember telling him that, sir, but, I
mean, it was a lot fresher in my mind then than it is now.
I know I also told him about gettlng the kid out of the
ditch.

Q. Did you also tell him about the other wounded you
had seen, aside from the girl?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. How were you marking those individuals?

‘A, Dropping smoke beside them, sir; smoke grenades.
0. ‘ Smoke grenades?

A. Yes. Before I1'd pop smoke, I;d hover down right

close to them to make sure they didn't have any weapons or
web gear that I could see. And I didn't see any webbing
out there.

Q. I would like you to repeat what you told the
colonel at that particular interrogation.

(THOMPSON) 18 APP T-3
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A. As best I can remember, sir, the same thing I
just said.

Q. Well, repeat the items if you will sc that I can
have them firm in mind.

‘A. Right, sir. I told him about seeing the wounded
Vietnamese. I told him that a captain had come over and shot
one of them; told him about seeing the bodies in the ditch;
told him about what I said to Lieutenant CALLEY; -- I didn't
tell him what I'd told my crew chiefs —-- I told him about how I
had gotten the people out of the bunker; told him that I

hadn't seen -- I don't remember the number -- but I told him

I hadn't seen very many that were draft—-age out there that
were shot or dead.

Q. And would you repeat the length of time you stay-
ed with the colonel to go into.the detail of this story?

A. I'd say about 20 or 30 minutes. It wasn't very
long I know.

Q. But it was long enough that you were able to get
across the details to the extent you have indicated to us?

A. We didn't have any maps or reference things there.
He was more or less asking me the questions and I was tell-
ing him, you know, answering his questions. '

Q. How did you feel at this particular time?

A. I felt like there'd been a massacre because the
reason--I told him something else, you know. He asked me
something about how did the bodies get in the ditch. And

I told him I didn't know. I said, "But I don't think the
Americans are going to take a bunch of dead bodies and

throw them in a ditch, or they might even do that, but they're
not going to put live bodies in a ditch with dead ones, and
the Vietnamese are not all going to huddle in the ditch."

And that's the part that did not make sense to me: how the
bodies got in the ditch.

Q. Aside from the one individual that you saw point-
ing a weapon at the ditch--

A. (Interposing) Yes, sir.

(THOMPSON) 19 ' APP T-3
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Q. Did you see anybody else being pushed into the

ditch?
A. No, sir.
Q. | Shooting into the ditch or otherwise?

A. No, sir. He was standing there. I saw him with
the weapon, as I turned away I heard a weapon behind me

" shoot. And I couldn't say it was him. My crew chief, one
of them, said, "He is shooting into the ditch." I don't
know which one it was. It could have been the one who's
dead now. You will just have to check with the other one.

Q. ' How far was it from this ditch over to the
bunker, approximately, where you located the children and
it also included some old men in there?

A, The last time before an investigation, we looked

on a map and figured out about how far it would be, you know,

by looking on a smaller scale map that shows some things a
little more plain. And I think we came up with something
like 150 meters or something like that. I can't swear to
that, but I think it was about that far is all.

'Q.‘ How much of the village of My Lai (4) was burning
when you were operating through it and over it?

A. ‘ I think the entire village had been smoked pretty
bad, sir. : ' _

Q. . Yes.

A. Sir, this village does not look like it does
right there, sir (indicating), because there's -- we were

flying all around this area (indicating), and I remember
there was villages that are not on this map right on the
outskirts because there was a main group of hootches (in-
dicating) and then there was some hootches set out away
from them. And the main concentration of them, I'd say,
just about completely destroyed, sir.

I0: We'll take a short recess.

(The hearing recessed at 1409 hours, 3 December
1969.)
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(The hearing reconvened at 1410 hours, 3 December

1969.)
I10: The hearing will come to order.
RCDR: All persons who were present when the hearing

recessed are again present.

I0: I would like to enter into the record as an
exhibit an aerial photo, marked confidential, reputed to be
the village of My Lai (4).

RCDR: The aerial photograph is entered in the record
and marked Exhibit P-1.

I0: Mr. Thompson, can you identify this village?
(Exhibit P-1 handed to witness.)

A, It loocks like My Lai. According to the land
marks it looks like My Lai, sir, but I was more familiar
with the area looking at it from the other side coming into
it.

Q. You are looking at it from the south area instead
of the north area.

A, Yes, sir. You turn it upside down and it loses

all perspective on the pictures when it turns the other way.

I guess this road (indicating) came into My Lai like that
(indicating) and that road (indicating) went out that way
(indicating), and the village is shaped the same way (indicat-
ing).

Q. That road to the top front of you (indicating),
is that 5217

A. It should be, yes, sir. There was a tree line
right there (indicating) running down by it. So this action,
assuming this is My Lai, we need the picture that goes over
here (indicating). I'm pretty sure the ditch was over in

this section. Unless it was right in this tree line (indicat-
ing) which is not plain enough to tell.
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COL WILSON: Which direction are you pointing?

_A. Oh, to the east. That could be the ditch right
here on the northeast side-- '

I0: (Interposing) Your recollection of the ditch
previously was that it was on the southeast side. Wasn't
it?

A. No, sir.

Q. .Nertheast?

A. Yes, sir. Yes, sir. On that side, the right
side.

Q. But you're pointing north now?

A. | This is hortheast of the village, sir,

Q. - Previously, I thought you said southeast where

the ditch was located from the village.

A. " No, sir, not wiless I made a mistake in my words,
sir. There was an open field on the eastern side of the
ditch and then there was some trees, and then the bunker
was further east than that I'm pretty sure, sir.

Q. | Yes. Now, on this aerial photo, can you point
out the approximate location where you saw the wounded? I
believe you indicated five wounded to the southwest of the
village.

A. According to this picture and that map (pointing
- to Exhibit MAP-1l), the--

COL WILSON: (Interp051ng) This is plctomap supplement,
sheet 6739 II N, series L8020.

MR WEST: A Corps of Englneers map?
COL WILSON: Corps of Engineers map.

I0: Picto -supplement.
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RCDR: - This map is entered into the record and marked as
Exhibit MAP-2.

A. I'd say the girl was at coordinates 715787, I
guess.

COL WILSON: Would you point to that?

A. I would estimate the girl to be right in there,
sir (indicating), and that's about due south according to
this map rather than southwest. This map shows that that's
a stream (indicating) and the best I can associate this one
is that it's a tree line.

IO: That road (indicating), and that road (indicating)
and that road (indicating), and this road (indicating)

which you can see here very plainly -- this one. See right
here (indicating). That's an oblique photo. It's a little
‘difficult to operate from.

COL WILSON: Will you number the point where you say the
girl is point number 1.

A. Just number it?

Q. i Yes.

A; Yes, sir. I have it numbered --— well, I'll make
it bigger. '

Q. And would you locate the general location where

the other wounded were located.

A. On the road.
Q. Where you saw the ones on the road?
A. Yes, sir, I saw them on the road, too. 2And I

"'saw another one about 50 meters to the east of where the
woman was. I would guess 50 meters.

(Witness marked on Exhibit MAP-2.)

COL WILSON: Would you mark that number 2?
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A, This will probably be more than 50 meters when
you figure out coordinates, but I'll put about where I
think they were in relationship to the village.

Q. | Did you see any additional bodies or wounded in-
dividuals in that vicinity? '

A. Yes, sir. I saw some dead ones. No more wounded.
There was two places where I popped smoke, and then I pop-
ped smoke on the road.

MR WEST: Have you located the ditch yet on that map?

IO0: Not on the air photo, but can you locate it on
the map?
A. No, sir, because this map as far as I can figure

it is showing this tree line (indicating), the tree line
between My Lai (4) and highway 521, the map shows it to

be a waterway, and the map shows it continuing on eastward -
where in the picture it shows it stops, or the tree line
stops. The ditch could possibly be on this photograph, but
I hadn't got anything to use as a reference to the east of .
the photograph, sir.

I0: I have a document which I would like to enter into

the record as an exhibit. It's a sketch from memory, 12 June

1969, not to scale, of the general My Lai area, I believe

prepared by Warrant Officer THOMPSON.

RCDR: This sketch, believed to be prepared by Warrant

Officer THOMPSON, is entered into the record and marked as
(Document so marked.)

I0: I'll show you this sketch which you made at that
time to refresh your memory.

(Exhibit 0-1 handed to witness.)

A. Yes, sir, I remember making this.
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Q. This is your sketch?
A. Yes, sir.
I0: The hearing will recess.

(The hearing recessed at 1424 hours, 3 December
1969.)
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(The hearing reconvened at 0833 hours, 4 December

1969.)
I0: . .The hearing will come to order.
RCDR: The following persons are present:

LTG PEERS, MR WEST, COL MILLER, and MAJ LYNN.
Mr. Hugh C. THOMPSON is recalled.

(CW2 THOMPSON was recalled, reminded of his oath,
and testified as follows:)

I0: Mr. THOMPSON, when we recessed yesterday, we were
in the process of trying to write on the map where you saw
the captain with the body, and also where the additional

- bodies were located.

A. Yes, sir.

Q. You had plotted them on this map which we have as
an exhibit as point 1 and point 2.

A. v Yes, sir.

Q. : Would you like to take a look at those two to re-

fresh yourself? _ >
(Witness looked at Exhibit MAP-2.)

A, All right, sir.

Q. - Do those still appear accurate?
A. Yes, sir.
Q. I will say at the present time we are attempting

to obtain a vertical photo of this area which we believe we'll
have in either sometime later this morning or later this
afternoon.
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A. Yes, sir.

Q. At that time, with the assistance of one of these
officers who are assisting me, I would like them to work
with you to replot this on a vertical, so that we can get
the best solution out of it we possibly can.

A. Yes, sir.

Q. Now, in your testimony, you also indicated that
you had seen a ditch with a large number of bodies in it,
and that subsequently you landed your aircraft and one of
your crew members picked up a small child from the ditch,
and you subsequently flew the child out. Can you plot to
the nearest point possible -- will you also plot that on
this map, please?

A. No, sir. There is no reference on this that I,
except My Lai (4), that I could give you, sir.

Q. Yes.

A. And my previous testimony was just an estimate
of how far it was, sir.

Q. Let's pin this down if you can. Either you
were somewhat confused as to where it was located or I mis-
heard you. On one occasion I heard you say it was south-
east of the village. :

A. Yes, sir, but there is no reference on that map
that, you know, I could put because it doesn't show any
tree line, it shows -- it does show a waterway to the
southeast and there was water in part of the ditch. That
could be it.

Q. I'm not expecting that you're going to put down
that exact ditch. But if you would plot the approximate
location, that's all I'm expecting you to plot at the mom-—
ent.

A, All right, sir.
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(Witness marked on Exhibit MAP-2.)

Q. You also indicated you had spotted a bunker in
which several children had entered, and you subsequently
landed and were able to extract the children and the other
people from the bunker and have them flown out. Would you
mark that location to the best of your recollection? And
again I will refer you to the sketch which you made pre-
viously which we entered into evidence yesterday.

(Exhibit O-1 handed to the witness.)

A. Yes, sir. The bunker is further to the east than
where the ditch was so I'll just put it right in here.

(Witness marks on Exhibit MAP-2)

COL MILLER: For the record, would you identify how you'ré
marking them?

A. . I'm drawing a line pointing to a mark on the map.
At the end of the line is the ditch and at the end of the
other line is the bunker.

I10: Were you ever able to identify the captain that
you saw at point number 1?

A. This was brought up before, and I knew he was a
captain., I knew that he had black captain's bars on his
helmet, and whether I could identify him now, I don't know,
Sir. A : »

Q. Did you ever see him after that?

A. Yes, sir.

Q. Did you see any name of any identification on him?
A. The captain's bars, sir, is how I recognized him.

I didn't know his name because we're attached over there,

and I didn't notice his name. All he ever said was, "How are
you doing?", turned around, and walked off. 1I'm pretty sure,
to the best of my knowledge, it was the following day I saw
him.
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Q. Where did you see him?
- At Dottie.
0. LZ Dottie?
A. Yes, sir.
Q. What did the’SOI, this is a Signal Operating In-

struction, or the SOP indicate on the use of smoke? Did you
ever see the SOP they used for the task force or for the
brigade, or were you briefed on the use of smoke?

A. No, sir. Our unit's policy was the only time we
would drop smoke is because -- well, you'd tell your gun-
ship why you were dropping your smoke. Like on some missions,
you know, you would have some suspects hiding, and if they
were going to bring a slick in to evacuate them, and if they
weren't sure of the location, you'd just pop some smoke real
close by and then you'd tell them what color you popped. A
lot of times you wouldn't even tell them because there was

no need to. You're talking with the gunship and he's talking
with the slick, so he knows what you're doing. I remember
something was brought up that day about somebody having asked,
"Who was popping the smoke?" And I told the gunship: "Yes,
that's my smoke. I'm popping it; I got wounded people down
there." Something to this effect.

Q. Was this clear, that you were popping the smoke
to identify wounded individuals?

A, That's what I told them. There could be a break
in the communications. I can't swear to that.

Q. ‘ Would you also use smoke to mark an enemy dead,
for example, one who had a weapon, for someone to go over
and get the weapon?

A. Yes, sir, but I didn't see any weapons that day,
sir. :

- Q. You didn't see any weapons?
A, I saw one weapon. As I said before, when we ini-

‘tially went into the area, a Viet Cong was leaving the city, run-
ning across the Highway 521 and made it to the tree line be-
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fore we could shoot him. We shot at him, but missed him.
And that's the only weapon I saw held by an enemy that day.

Q. So you used smoke, then, identifying it by color, .
and you used this to identify enemy dead with a weapon to .
be picked up or identify a wounded to be picked up.

A. ’ Yes, sir. When I told them, they knew it was
wounded people because I don't sit around in my aircraft

and hover 3 feet off the ground if I've got somebody

wounded down there with a weapon because I know it doesn't
take long for him to pull a grenade and let go, and it doesn't
take long for him to roll over.

Q' Right.

A. You can't let yourself get lax over there. You
might get killed real easy.

Q. Did you see the artillery prep? We spoke of this
yesterday, too, and you had indicated you were arriving on
the scene just as the slicks started to go in, as I recall,
on their first insertion. The first flight.

A. Yes, sir. I remember, you know, seelng the smok-
ing of the village, and I can't say I actually saw the burst
of artillery rounds as they hit the ground. But I remember

when we got there, the village was smoking pretty good where
you could tell, you know, that the artillery had been there.
Because I think they prepped it for about 15 minutes, some-

thing like that.

Q. That would be an assumption on your part, wouldn't
it? If you didn't see the artillery prep?

A. Yes, sir, it would be an assumption, but the vil-
lage was burning, and there was smoke coming from the village.

Q. Yes, but are you sure that you arrived at the time
of the first insertion, or could you have arrived after one
unit had been put on the ground and were actually seelng the
second unit on the ground?

A, : . I could have arrived at that time, sir.
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Q. Can you recall about the time you arrived on the
scene?
A. I thought it was about 0700, but I don't know.

You need to talk with someone who was in, you know, one of
the command ships, 1like our slick or one of our guns because
they're the ones that call back coordinates and give times.
If I'd mark something I'd just say, "I'm over it now," and

I didn't even carry a map in the helicopter.

Q. Who was-—-

A. (Interposing) I take that back. I did carry a
survival map.

Q. Who was the controlling element in your aero-
scout flight that you had?

A. It would be the lead gunship. And at one time
during the day it was a Mr. BAKER. And the other time it
could have either been a Mr. BROWN or a Mr. MILLIANS was
there because he's the one who evacuated the people out of
the bunker area.

Q. That was later on in the morning, wasn't it?

A. " Yes, sir. You know they switch off, and it's kind
of hard remembering who was out there at that time. Major
WATKE was flying with Mr. BAKER, I think, that day. I'm not
sure of that. I think Major WATKE was out there the first lift,
but I'm not sure whether he was in a gun or in a slick. I
don't remember even if we had our slicks out there. I think
our slicks were back at Dottie. They usually stayed at
Dottie until we were ready -- until we needed them. We'd
load up our infantry and out they would come to check it out.
When I found the mortar rounds, it took them, you know, 15

Or 20 minutes to get out there. So they weren't orbiting
overhead at that time.

IO: We'll take a short administrative break.

(The hearing recessed at 0850 hours, 4 December 1969.)

(THOMPSON) 31 APP T-3

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY

(The hearing reconvened at 0852 hours, 4 December

1969.)
I0: 'The hearing will come to order.
RCDR: All persons who were present when the hearing re-

cessed are again present.

Q. Mr. THOMPSON, what we'd like to do is have a brief
review of the things you did and the approximate time you did
them, in order, from the time you arrived in the morning when
you saw the individual running with the weapon. As I recall,
you went to Hill 85, and you had some other action. Can you

go down those? Don't go into details, just what you did and

the approximate times, ,

We will take an administrative break while he is
preparing this. -

(The hearing recessed at 0855 hours,-4_Deéémber

1969.)

: (The hearing reconvened at 0856 hours, 4 December
1969.) -
10: The hearing will come to order.

RCDR: All persons who were present when the heariné

recessed were again present.

A. I can't say just how accurate it is. I'm just
using four or five estimates to base this on. By the time I
arrived back at Dottie after the operation, it was right at
lunch time, and assuming we arrived in the area about 0630
in the morning, and go from that.

Q. May I ask why you say you arrived in the area at
0630? The operation started at 0730. Did you arrive an hour
earlier and sit down at LZ Dottie? As I recall you said you
flew directly into the operational area?

A. Yes, sir, I said I believed we flew directly into
the operational area. I thought the operation was supposed
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to start at 0630. I thought we had left Chu Lai at 0600.

We could have left at 0700. It goes back a year and a half.
I think if I knew exactly what time we got there I could
give a better, more accurate account. I wasn't running the
show. As I said before, they were covering me. They were
the command and control ship in a sense. I didn't pay any
attention to the time.

Q. We'll try and verify these times.
A. The operation started at 07302
Q. The first 1lift of Charlie Company was supposed

to be put on the ground at 0730.

A. Okay, sir. Let me just go back over and change
the times.

(Pause)

Okay, I got it, sir. Assuming that we arrived
at 0730 in the morning. The lifts were coming in. Whether
it was the first lift, second lift, or however many there
were, I don't know. The gunship escorts were working out.
By that I mean suppressing the area. So my team elected to
stay on the south side of Road 521, and we worked the south
side, a couple miles south, I guess, about a mile south of
Hill 85 and all the way out to the coast. Patrolling the
roads, seeing if we could see anybody moving. :

Q. Remember, don't go into detail. All I want now
is to try to fix the times when these major events occurred,
such as when you took the one individual under fire, when
you saw the mortar rounds on Hill 85, and had the action,
and in that form.

A, When we arrived, the first thing is we came down
the road and I saw the Viet Cong running from the village.

I saw him about the time he crossed the highway, I guess.
This was approximately 0730. We spent approximately 15 min-
utes on him, trying to get him. The gunships hit the tree
line he had gone into. By that time we noticed the other
gun team or the gunships that were escorting the slicks in,
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they were shooting it up pretty good. And they were lower
than our gunships and they were getting -- well, after their
passes, they would drop down real low, I guess, to see what
they had. So I entered the area north of the road, and based
upon how much fuel I had, until about 0930. We went back and
refueled. I had to because I hadn't that much fuel. 1I'd say
we left the area about 0830 to 0845, went back to Dottie,
refueled, came back down. It had to be pretty soon when I
got back in the area, approximately 0930 when I ran across
the ditch. Either my crew chief or gunner spotted it first.
I came back and hovered over it, saw that there were bodies
in it alive. So I set down just to the east of the ditch,
and I talked to the sergeant about it, and he said he'd take
care of it. I must have stayed on the ground 5 or 10 minutes
talking to him. I'd say from 0945 until 1000 hours we

were just reconning the village because the other gunships
had moved out. We could get to the village and the immediate
area around. It was about 1000 hours when my crew chief
spotted the kids in the bunker. So I called the ship and
told them I was going to set down here because I saw friendlies
approaching the bunker. That's when I set down and talked

to the lieutenant, CALLEY, and I guess I was there about
from 1000 to 1030. And from 1030 to 1045 just reconning

the village and seeing all what was around. Went back to

the ditch after about 1045, stayed there until about 1100
when ANDREOTTA went down and got the boy out. It took until
about 1115 to get to the hospital. Stayed on the ground
about 30 or 45 minutes there. So that put us back at Dottie
about 1200 or 1215.

Q. The one action you did not provide a time for was
when you saw the captain, and the girl, and the wounded on
the road.

A, Well, I'll put the time I arrived back in the
area to about 0915 or something. It was right before this
because I had marked the wounded before I marked the ditch.
Q. Yes.

A. And that's when I got a little upset when I found
what had happened to the wounded. I could have already sat

down and told him about the ditch. I'm not sure in which
order this stuff came in, sir. I know there was a reason in
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mind to go back and check the ditch to see if anybody was
still alive in the ditch because people who were wounded
before then -- I went back to check them out later and they
were dead at that time -- when I went back the second time
~ to check the wounded out. I can't say how they died.

Q. So you're not sure if you went to the ditch first
and then saw the wounded, or whether you saw the wounded and
then went to the ditch?

A. No, sir, I'm not sure of that. I thought I saw
the wounded outside of the ditch first.

Q. The three or four on the road and the one girl --
are those the ones we're referring to?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. And where the captain came up and took action?
A. Yes, sir.

The best that I can remember, I saw the wounded
before the ditch. ' :

0. That would put it, then, from about 0815 or there-
abouts?

A. Yes, sir.

Q. I think that about wraps it up. We will ask you,
however -- as far as marking the places when we get the air
photo and a large scale drawing =-- we will ask you to plot
it'

A. I'll do my best, sir. When you're hovering down

on the ground below a lot of the trees, do a couple of fast
turns and a lot of times you get messed up on your direction,
and especially distances.

Q. Aside from the situation where you saw the captain,
did you see where an individual was killed either purposefully

or otherwise? 1It's quite immaterial which; did you see any-
body else kill anybody or shoot anybody?
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A, Just as I mentioned awhile ago, the sergeant ap-
peared to be shooting into the ditch, and I was told he was
shooting into the ditch. I heard a weapon. I just got a

glimpse and I saw him pointing into the ditch, but I gaw it.

Q. 'Did you mark these wounded with smoke grenades?
Did you see anybody going into these areas to grenade them,
to fire weapons at them, or otherwise?

A, I saw them going towards them, but I didn't stay
around. I saw the captain coming over that way. To the
best of my knowledge she (the wounded woman) was in a rice
field, as I said before, and the smoke had gone out by the
time they got there. And they wanted me to come over, and
I'd gone back and popped more smoke on her. But the others,
I just saw the people startlng to go over to help them, and
I didn't stay there. I just flew around the area.

Q. But they were wounded when you saw them, and when
you saw them later they were dead? Is that correct?

A. Yes, sir, but I can't say whether they dled of
their original wounds or not.

Q. Yes, I understand that. But you did not see any-
body shoot them?

A. No, sir.

Q. Did you see any gunships work over these people

you had marked with smoke?

A. I saw a pair of gunships working out in the immed-
iate area of where the dead and wounded were. Now when they
started getting down as low as they were getting, that's when
we elected ~- when we say that -- to get out of the area.
That's when we went out to the ocean and stayed on the south
side of the road.

Q. When you had put smoke on these wounded people,

did any of the gunships come in to finish them off so to
speak?
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A. Sir, I wouldn't go into the area until the gun-
ships left, sir.

Q. But you didn't see -- after you put smoke on them,
you saw no action by gunships on those individuals?

A. There was none, sir.

Q. Comlng back to your meeting with Colonel HENDERSON.
Was anybody in the room with you besides Colonel HENDERSON?

A. To the best of my knowledge, sir, there wasn't.
I'm not sure it was Colonel HENDERSON I talked to. I just
assumed that because when I was first asked this, something
made me remember it was a full colonel. The more I get to
thinking about it, sir, the more I say, was it a full colonel
or was it a light colonel? I'm almost positive it was a full
colonel. To the best of my knowledge, there wasn't anybody
else in the room. Even my crew chief stayed outside.

Q. Did the colonel, after he finished talking with
you, did he ever talk to your crew chief or your other gunner
that morning? :

A. Yes, sir, because both of us had gone up there, and
I went in first and the other stayed outside. I can't remem-
ber if both of them went with me or what, but I remember one
of them walked up there with me.

0. Who would that have been?

A. Either COLBURN or ANDREOTTA, sir. I think it was
COLBURN, but I'm not sure. It was probably both of them,
but I'm not sure, sir.

Q. Would you again indicate specifically what you
told Colonel HENDERSON. You indicated yesterday that you
fairly well reviewed with him what you had done and what you
had seen that morning.

A. Yes, sir.
Q. The previous morning?
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A. Yes, sir. The day of the insertion. Yes, sir.

Q. And about what time of day was this interview?
Was it in the morning or the afternoon? :

A, It was in the morning, I believe. I don't remem-
ber how early morning because I can't remember if I'd gone
out on a mission and then came back, and Major WATKE told me
that they wanted to see me up there. I can't say whether,
say, 8 or 1l o'clock.

Q. When did you first report this?

A. When I got back off the mission. Well, I suppose
word had gotten back over the radio, because I remember one
time I tried to get a medevac ship out there. I remember
that. I told them to call and see if they could get a medevac
out for these people. I don't remember the reply that came
back. But then I asked for medics to come over and help
them. So at that time they might have known something. I
know the gunships, one of the gunships, my gunship, made

a real low pass so he could see the dead. When I got back

I don't remember if I went to Major WATKE first or he asked
me what went on out there. I said something either during
the operation or immediately after the operation, after I had
evacuated the kid to Quang Ngai hospital. ‘

Q. ‘ That would be about noon on the 16th?

A. Noon or before, sir.
Q. ~ Yes. And do you recall what you told him?
A, No, sir. I don't remember my exact words. I

thought something was wrong. It kind of made me suspicious,
you know. The only thing that made it give me a second
thought was how so many bodies got in the ditch. And I
still don't know how they got there or why they were there.
I have thought of every way they could have possibly gotten
there, and I couldn't come up with anything, you know, that
I could understand.

Q. How many bodies would you estimate were in the
ditch again?
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A. Between 50 and 100. I mean, that's a wide gap.
Q. Yes, I understand. So you reported that to Major
WATKE?

A. I think at that time, sir, I gave a higher number

than that, but I'm not sure.

Q. Did you talk to anybody after you went back to
Chu Lai? You flew that afternoon providing cover to the
east of there, which you indicated yesterday.

A. Say again, sir.

Q. On the afternoon of the 1l6th after you had gone
back to LZ Dottie to eat and to refuel and so forth, that

afternoon, you flew your aero-scout operation to the east

of My Lai village supporting the operation?

A. Yes, sir.

0. And from there you evidently ~-- did you go back to
Chu Lai that night?

A. Yes, sir, I went back to Chu Lai.

Q. ' Did you talk to anybody there?

A. I probably did, sir, but I mean I don't remember

who it was. I talked to some of the other pilots. I think
we were at the club and the chaplain was there at the time,
and me and somebody was talking, and he asked what had hap-
pened. But I didn't talk to anybody official about it.

Q. But you had reported it to Major WATKE, your com-
manding officer?

A, Yes, sir.

Q. When you came back the following day to LZ Dottie,

were you talked to by Colonel BARKER or by General YOUNG or
by anybody? '
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A, I didn't talk to any generals, sir.

Q. , The only person you talked to that day was the
colonel?

A. Yes, sir, the colonel.

Q. Subsequent to this time, let's say in the latter

part of March or April and so on, did anybody ever contact
you to obtain a statement?

A. No, sir.

Q. To interview you?

A. . The next person to talk to me, to the best of my
knowledge, was the IG in Washington. -
Q. . And this was when? Approximately June of this
year? :

A, Yes, sir. I believe it was in June.

Q. But nobody contacted you while you were in South
Vietnam?

A, No, sir.

Q. I am going to show you some cards which are issued

in South Vietnam. I'd like to ascertain whether you have
seen these?

A. Yes, sir.

Q. Here is a copy, this is Exhibit M-2, of a card
which was issued by MACV, front side on page 1 and the back
side on page 2.

A. These things —-- I've seen something that resembles
this an awful lot, sir. We got a bunch of cards when we first

got into country, and they said, "Read them," and we read them.
So I would venture to say this is one of the cards.
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Q. And I show you a card, a comparable card, actually
a folding card, the front and back, and this is inside (in-
dicating). This is Exhibit M-3. This is the card, "Know

Your Enemy."

A. Yes, sir, this appears to be another of the cards
I had. I think I still got mine home somewhere, but I'm not
sure. :

10: Do you have anything you'd like to bring up?
MR WEST: Just a moment.
I0: We'll take a short recess.

(The hearing recessed at 0918 hours, 4 December

1969.)
(The hearing reconvened at 0920 hours, 4 December
1969.)
I0: The hearing will come to order.
RCDR: All parties to the hearing who were present when

the hearing recessed are again present.
MR WEST: Mr. THOMPSON, I have some black and white photo-
graphs of officers whom I will identify for the record a
little later. I have them partially covered so that no names
are evident. Would you take a look at these and see if you
see or recognize any one among them?
A. Yes, sir.

(Pause)

I recognize all of them except one, sir.
Q. All right, could you identify them starting at
the left as you look at them. For the record, there are

five photographs laid out on the table and the witness is
examining them.
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A, The one on my left is Major CALHOUN. I'm not sure
about the next one. The third and center one is a Major
MCKNIGHT, I believe. The next one, that would be the fourth
one, is Captain -~ I don't know how to pronounce his name.

I know his face.

Q. 'Can you approximate his name?

A. It was KOTOUC or something like that.

Q. It starts with a K?

A. Yes, sir, it sounds like a K. He's sitting right

outside, sir. And the last one is a colonel, light colonel.
BLACKLEDGE, or something like that. I call him "Blackie.”

Q. When did you get acquainted with these officers?
A. Yesterday, sir.

Q. Did you know any of them in Vietnam?

A.' As far as knowing them, no, sir. I'd probably

seen them, you know, where they worked. I knew they were in
the general area, sir.

0. ‘ How about the second one from the left? You

didn't identify him. Do you ever recall seeing him before?
A, I could take a wild guess who he is, but I can't
say I can identify him -- whether I've seen him before, sir.

I can't answer that.

Q. All right. Thank you.
A, Yes, sir.
MR WEST: I'll identify the photographs for the record a

little later. (Photographs later marked and entered into
evidence as Exhibits P-49 thru P-53.)

I0: Before we close this session, Mr. THOMPSON, I'd
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like you to think back to anything you think is pertinent to
the situation at My Lai, and the reporting of it, or the in-
vestigating of it that you would consider pertinent to this
case. Anything you would like to say or enter into the record.

A. No, sir. I have told you what I saw and what
action I took. And that was the last I heard about it until
I read -~ I think it was a magazine telling about each unit

in the Americal. They got to the 1llth Brigade and that was
their biggest battle. I sort of laughed over that.

Could you identify those witnesses, sir.
MR WEST: I know who they are.

A. I just thought, sir, they would go on the record
with my testimony.

MR WEST: It will. I don't think it's necessary to identify
them now. You were correct in each one of those that you
identified. :

(Witness nodded in the affirmative.)

I0: When you talked to Colonel HENDERSON in the inter-
view, can you give me your general impression of the inter-
view? Whether you were telling him or whether you were an-
swering gquestions, or whether he was distraught -- the gen-
eral nature of the interview?

A, He seemed interested, sir.

Q. Did he ask you what happened? Was he asking ques-
tions, or how did this all come out?

A, I think he asked me, you know, like what I had
seen, and he asked me questions pertaining to a couple of
things. You know, it's been a long time, sir, since I was
in there, you know. It didn't strike a real great impression
on my mind, sir, what I said back then, exactly, you know.
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MR WEST: You probably answered this before, but how long
did you spend with him?

A. I think it was about 20 to 30 minutes, sir.

Q. You went over it pretty thoroughly Qith him, did
you?
,A- | What I had seen.

Q. ) Did he ask you questions about the kind of dead

people that you had seen?

A. T belleve that I said that I didn't see but two or
three draft-age males dead. But I can't just -- it was a lot
fresher on my mind about how many draft-age persons I saw,
but, still, it was fresh on my mind so I feel sure that I
probably would have mentioned that to him. But I can't swear
that I did.

Q. Was he the only officer that interviewed you on
the 17th of March?

A. Yes, sir.
Qn All_—
A. (Interposing) I can't swear it was Colonel

HENDERSON. I was just assuming that it was Colonel HENDERSON,
MR WEST: All right, I understand.

I0: Let's go over these things again, specifically,
what you told him. Did you tell him about the situation with
the captain on the ground and the other wounded around the
area?

A. I know I told him about the captain. He said, "Do

you know who he is?" and I said, "I don't know. How many
captains did you have out there today?" I told him I didn't
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know the man's name, "But I don't know how many captains you
had out there that day, but you probably didn't have a lot
of them."

Q. Did you tell him about the other wounded that were
near there that you had marked with smoke, and that you had
seen? The ones you had marked with smoke and then called for
help to provide medical assistance, and when you came back
they were dead?

A. I can't swear to that, but I think I did.

Q. Yes. Did you tell him about the ditch with the
bodies in it?

A. Yes, sir.

Q. - Did you tell him about how many bodies you thought
were in the ditch?

A. Yes, sir.

Q. Did you tell him that you had returned to the ditch
to pick up the one boy at a later time?

A. . Yes, sir.

Q. Did you also tell him about the bunker?

A. Yes, sir. |

Q. ' - pid you tell him about your conversation with

the people near the bunker?

A. No, sir. I didn't tell him my conversation com-
pletely. I told him part of it.

- Q. Yes. But did you tell him the fact that you had --
"that they had indicated to you that the only way to get them
out was to grenade them out?

A. Yes, sir. I can't say that. I feel sure I did,

but I can't remember my exact words to this man, sir. But
I know that it upset me quite a bit that day. You know, it
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didn't upset me, it just kind of teed me off, I guess you'd
put it. But I know good and well I'd mentioned it to him.

Q. Did you mention to him about your discussion with
the sergeant at the ditch?

A. I feel that I did, sir.

0. ' Yes. What frame of mind were you in when you
talked to him? Did you consider yourself emotionally upset
at this point of time? Distraught? Do you think you were
clear in presenting the picture?

A. I think I presented it the best I could at that
time. I'd say I was upset, or, you know, disturbed or some-
thing.

Q. Were you crying?
A. Oh, no. I wasn't crying, sir.
Q. Do you have any additional information you would

like to enter into the record?
A. No, sir.
10: . Mr. WEST?

(MR WEST shakes head in the negative.)

Colonel MILLER?
COL MILLER: - When you talked to this officer on the 17th, do
you recall whether you told him about the sergeant apparently
shooting into the ditch and what you saw, to the best of
your recollection?
A. To the best, you know, in my mind I feel sure I
did, sir. There were just a few things, you know, that were

key things. If I ain't forgot about them now, I don't think
I would have forgot about them the very next day, sir.
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Q. v Now, you mentioned that you did not tell him about
what you had said to this lieutenant on the ground near the

" bunker. Is there any reason you did not discuss that with
this officer?

A. Yes, sir. I didn't want to say my exact words to
him.

Q. Was it something unusual that was said or done?

A. Yes, sir. I look back on it now -- it was unusual.
Q. If you will tell us about it.

A. I'd rather not, sir.

Q. Do you feel that what transpired has anything to
do with this investigation?

A. Yes, sir.

. I0: We will recess temporarily.

(Photographs of persons shown to witness were
identified for the reporter by MR WEST as, from left to right,
photograph 1l: MAJ Charles C. CALHOUN; photograph 2: COL Oran
K. HENDERSON; photograph 3: MAJ Robert N. MCKNIGHT; photo-
graph 4: CPT Eugene M. KOTOUC; photograph 5: LTC Richard
K. BLACKLEDGE. These photographs were later marked and
entered into evidence as Exhibits P-49 thru P-53, respect-
ively.)

(The hearing recessed at 0935 hours, 4 December
1969.)
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(The hearing reconvened at 0855 hours, 5 December

1969.)
I0: The hearing will come to order.
RCDR: We have two additional reporters who will be sworn.

(sP4 Viola L. PARRISH, and PV2 James HOLLAND,
reporters, were sworn.)

RCDR: The next witness is Chief Warrant Officer Hugh C.
THOMPSON . _

(MR THOMPSON was recalled as a witness, was re-
minded of his oath, and testified as follows:)

RCDR: The following named persons are present: LTG
PEERS, MR WEST, COL MILLER, COL WILSON, and MAJ LYNN.

Mr. THOMPSON, you are reminded you are still under

oath.

A. Yes, sir. -

RCDR: Are you represented by counsel?

A. Yes, sir.

RCDR: Counsel, will you please state your name, Social

. Security number, and organization.

IC: Captain Kenneth JOHNSON, Social Security number
474-50-2203, JAGC Office, MDW.

RCDR: Thank you.

I0: Do you wish to issue any instructions necessary

for counsel (speaking to COL MILLER)?
COL MILLER: Yes, sir, and also pick up on my questioning.

Q. Mr. THOMPSON, yesterday I asked you if at your
17 March 1968 meeting with either Colonel HENDERSON or
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Lieutenant Colonel BARKER at LZ Dottie, you told all that
transpired between you and the officer you saw near the
bunker near My Lai (4) on 16 March 1968. You said that you
had not related all of what was said, and yow said, also,

you did not want to relate part of what transpired, although
you said it might have some value in our investigation. At
that point we recessed and you were provided with counsel,
Captain JOHNSON, who is present with you this morning. Now,
is this substantially correct according to your recollection?

A. : No, sir. I said it wouldn't have anything to do
with this.
Q. All right. Our recollection is a little different

on that, but you did say, however, that there were certain .
things that you did not want to relate without talking to
counsel. Is that correct?

A. Yes, sir.

Q. Have you now had time to talk to your counsel?

A, Yes, sir. |

Q. . And are you now ready to proceed?

A. Yes, sir.

Q. Will you now at this time be willing to relate to

us those things that transpired between you and the lieuten-
ant on the 16th, that were not related to the officer who
questioned you on the 17th of March 1968 at LZ Dottie.

(Witness and counsel conferred.)

A. I landed to talk at that time to what I took to
be an officer to tell him that there was women and kids hid-
den in a bunker that friendlies were approaching. And I
asked them if there was any way they could get them out, and
he said something to the effect the only way he could get
them out was with a hand grenade. I told him he had just
better stop his troops right there, that I could get them
out without using any hand grenades, I thought. As to the
exact words that transpired, I do not remember. From one
article I read in the paper, which is strictly hearsay, he
was supposed to have either told his men, "Well, that heli-
copter pilot is awful mad, but I don't give a damn because
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he's not running the operation or show.” As to my exact
words to him, I do not know, sir.

Q. Could you tell us what happened as you best recol-
lect, not from the newspapers, but from the time itself?

A, I just did, sir. I told him to stop his troops
after he told me the only way he could get them out, and he
stopped them. My crew chief and gunner were outside the
aircraft also, and I walked across a rice paddy towards the
tree line the bunker was in. I got, oh, I would say within
10 or 15 meters of the tree line and motioned for them to
come out. As they came out, I gathered them in a little
group, and I called for my low gunship and said: "I got
some people down here. Can you come in and take them out
for me and get them out of this area?"

Q. And that's all that happened? There were no other
words or actions?

A. To the best of my knowledge today, sirxr, there was
no words that I can recall between myself and the man who
appeared to be the lieutenant.

0. Any other actions taken?

A. The gunship came in. The one ship came in, took
half of them out, went and dropped them off, and then came back
and got the rest of them. And I didn't say anything else to
the lieutenant to the best of my knowledge today, sir.

I0: May I ask what is the difference between what you
said before and what you related this morn1ng7 I find nothing
new in what you said.

A, Sir, part of the reason I wanted counsel is that
I had misunderstood the question.

Q. I think the question was, "What did you say to the
lieutenant?", after we identified him as Lieutenant CALLEY.
A. Yes, sir.
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Q. And you had indicated what he had said, and sub-
sequent action which is identical with what came up here.
Subsequent to that time, we had taken you back to what you
had said to Colonel HENDERSON at the time Colonel HENDERSON
interrogated you. Did you tell Colonel HENDERSON that you
told the lieutenant to stop his troops, that you would go
and get the people out of the bunker?

A. I believe I did, sir, but this is approaching

2 years now, so I know if I remembered now that I would
have done it then because it was either the next day or
the day after when I was interviewed by the colonel, I be-
lieve.

Q. Was there any form of altercation or argument be-
tween you and Lieutenant CALLEY or anybody else there other
than the fact that when you said that you could get them out,
the women and children, and the only way to get them out was
by hand grenades. Was there anything -- were there any
threats or anything else on the part of anybody that you
~know of?

A. When I got out of the helicopter, I told my crew
chief and gunner to make sure I was covered real close.

Q. From that, I take it, you expected -- you were
being covered real close. Were you inferring for protection
against VC or protection against something that might have
been done to you from the U.S. side?

A. I was worried about getting shot, sir, because
when I walked over to where the women and children were if
the enemy would have started shooting I would have been in
a crossfire from the friendly troops because I was between -
where the enemy was supposed to have been and where our
friendly troops were, sir.

Q. Were you afraid of getting shot by our own forces
or by the enemy? What I'm trying to get is when you said

this to your doorgunners, were they protecting, would they

be covering you from the friendly or the enemy side? Or both?

A, They were covering me from both sides, sir. But

I'm not saying they were covering me from our troops. Charlie
could have been behind our troops also, sir.
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MR WEST: Did Lieutenant CALLEY threaten you with his M-1l6
or any other way at this time?

A. No, sir.

Q. ‘'Did he point his M-16 at you?

A. No, sir, I didn't have any weapons pointed at me.
He might have been standing with the -- he didn't have it .

thrown over his shoulder. I mean, I'm sure he had it in his
hand. But it wasn't trained on myself, sir.

Q. Was this PFC COLBURN covering you with his M-60?
A. Yes, sir. Both my crew chief and my gunner both
had M-60's.

‘I0: I'd like to have you repeat: when you located the

body, or one wounded individual to the south of the village,
and you called in to get somebody over to provide medical as-
sistance, and a captain came upon the scene, you had been
hovering in the immediate vicinity. How far back did you

actually -- how far away did you actually move your helicopter?
A, I'd say about 50 to 100 feet. I don't--
Q. (Interposing) Yes. Did you have clear vision of

what was going on on the ground?
A. Yes, sir.
Q. Did you hover your helicopter in such an attitude,

and such a position and location that you at all times could
see what was taking place? '

A, Yes, sir. At that particular time I was.
Q. Would you repeat again what took place at that time?
A. The captain walked out that way, and he had a couple

people behind him--
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Q. (Interposing) Do you recall whether any of those
people had radios on their backs? You can normally spot
them from their antenna.

A. I know, sir. I realize that, sir. To the best of my
knowledge today, sir, I couldn't say they did, and I couldn't
say they didn't. I mean that's where a radio operator should
have been, but whether he was there, I don't know, and I
couldn't answer that because, you know, letting knowledge of
how something was supposed to have been is more than what

I actually saw, sir.

0. Well, tell me actually what transpired or what you
saw, what you thlnk transpired with respect to Captain MEDINA
and the individual on the ground?

A. He walked, the captain -- and I'm not saying it
was Captain MEDINA -- walked up to her, nudged the wounded
person, and stepped back about 4 or 5 paces. I don't

know whether he backed straight up or sideways, if you under-
stand what I mean, then shot some rounds into her body. The
body was moving though, you know, like you could tell it was
alive.

Q. You don't know whether he just backed -- you are
unable to say whether he just backed up or turned to walk
away?

A. No, sir.

Q.  Warrant Officer THOMPSON, since our:last session
we have obtained a copy of an aerial photo of the My Lai (4)
area which has been entered as an Exhibit P-1 into the record
This copy we will call Exhibit P-1lA.

A. Yes, sir.
Q. I'd like you to look at this aerial photo -- let
me get that out of there (moving some items from in front of

the witness and placing Exhibit P-1A in front of the witness).
Orient yourself. This is My Lai (4) Village (indicating).

I'm going to ask you to mark several things on thlS

map following your activities subsequent to your arrival on the
scene. Do you recognize this as being the village of My Lai?
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Q.- May we have a pencil for him to mark the map?
(A pencil was handed to the witness.)
Would it help to have a map at the same time?
(Witness nodded in the affirmative.)
Here's the map.
A, It doesn't show the (indicating)——
Q. (Interposing) That is the Hill 85 which you have
been referring to. My Lai (4) here (indicating), Hill 85
here (indicating) coming off from it.

A. I haven't got any depth perception.

Q. You can see it from the terraces there and the
land form (indicating).

A. This looks like My Lai (4) to me, sir.
Q. All right. What was the first thing you did in

the morning? As I recall south of the village, or the ham-
let, you had picked up an individual running out of the town?

A. Yes, sir.

Q. Who went into a tree line?

A. Yes, sir.

Q. Would you indicate where that is located?

A. How do you want me to indicate it.

Q. Mark it with a number 1 and tell the réeporter what

you are doing.

A. Marking on the map number 1 to indicate the tree
line, to the best of my knowledge, the Viet Cong with the
weapon ran into.

Q. Would you mark a circle around it, please?
A. Yes, sir.
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0. And that was approximately what time? Put the
time along side of it. '

A. Approximately 0730 hours, sir (marking on P-1).
Q. Good. What was the next action that you had?

A. Tell the gunships that I didn't get the suspect,
and they said they would roll in on it.

Q. And what did you do after that?

A. I climbed up to some altitude so the gunships

could work out and I wouldn't be, you know, in their line
of fire.

Q. All right.
A. And right about that time the gun =-- and that was

- the gun that I presume escorted the slicks in -- was working
out along this trail leading into My Lai (indicating), and
in the area of the -- between My Lai and the Highway 521.
So we started reconning south of the highway, Hill 85.
Q. Yes. Now, what was the next major activity you had?
As I recall, it was working on the destruction of some mortar
rounds -- spotting some mortar rounds on top of Hill §5.
A. Yes, sir, we spotted approximately 40 mortar rounds,

called back to find out what they wanted to do with them. I
don't recall how long it was before they came back and said,
you know, sent our Animals in, our infantry in. That was
their call sign, Animal.

Q. All right. That was on -- you left the scene and
where did you go next?

A. We just continued a recon and they brought our
slick out--~

Q. (Interposing) Forget about that. We've got that.

Where was the next action that you took with respect to My
Lai (4)?
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A. Oon the south of the highway, sir. It was just a
general recon. I'm basing this on how much fuel I had and

basing it on when I went to Quang Ngai hospital. So that's
where I'm getting all my times from.

Q. .I think, in your record, the next thing you did
was to mark the wounded south of the village of My Lai. Is
that correct?

A. Yes, sir.

Q. Would you indicate the location where you marked
the wounded south of the v1llage?

A. There is more than one location, sir. Do you want
me to use different numbers or the same number just for wounded
personnel?

0. No, mark the first -- mark with your number 2 where
the incident with respect to the captain took place.

A, Yes, sir. I can't tell what rice paddy he was in,
sir. It was between the road and the village.

Q. Can you pick up the road where you had indicated
you had seen three or four bodies lying on the road?

A. Yes, sir.

Q. Would you so mark that?

A. Mark it with a number 2, sir?

Q. Yes (witness so marked). ©Now, would you put a

circle around it?

A. Yes, sir (so marking).

Q. Now, those are Highway 5217

A. Yes, sir.

Q. On the major road?

A. Yes, sir.
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Q. Can you give the approximate location where the
captain was? Remember, this is the LZ over here (indicating).
This is the LZ area.

A. Yes, sir.

Q. And the troops were moving through the village to
the east?

A. Yes, sir, to the best of my knowledge.

Q. Well, put that down as the number 3 then.

A. That's just an approximate location.

Q. | Generally to the southwest of the village then?
‘A. South-southwest.

Q. Roughly about how far would you estimate that to
be? A hundred meters or so from the village?

A, Eetween 100 and 200 meters I'd say, sir.

Q. Now, what was your next activity?

A, '~ Spotting the wounded and dead in the ditch, sir.
Q. The wounded in the ditch. Can you pick up the
ditch that you are referring to?

A, : "Not yet, sir.

Q. I show you this photo which is an enlargement of a

particular obligue photo of the My Lai (4) area, and I would
ask if you could orient yourself on this photo. This was
taken from the west looking to the east. And I would like
this entered into the record as an exhibit.

RCDR: This obligue photo looking west to east of My Lai
(4) is entered into the record and marked as Exhibit P-45.

Q. To orient you, quite obviously, this location here
(indicating) is this spot here (indicating) on the map. So you

would be looking generally from there (indicating) to there
(indicating) .
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A. Yes, sir.

COL MILLER: ILet the record show that General PEERS indicated
they were looking from the west to the east of My Lai Village.

Q. Do you recognize the village from that angle?
A. No, sir.
Q. I have another aerial photo, oblique taken 1mmed—

iately to the east of My Lai (4) which I would like to enter
into the record as an exhibit.

RCDR: This photograph, oblique photograph, is entered into.
the record and marked as Exhibit P-46.

- Q. Do you recognize this location?

A. Sir, is this tree line along here (indicating) or
do you know, sir?

Q. I would not take it to be there. 1I'll ask you
first if you recognize it?

I0: I'd like to take a brief administrative recess.

(The hearing recessed at 0925 hours, 5 December

1969.)
(The hearing reconvened at 0931 hours, 5 December
1969.)
I0: The hearing will come to order.
RCDR: All persons present when the hearing recessed are

again present.

Q. To the best of your knowledge and recollection,
would you mark what you think is the location of where you
saw the bodies in the ditch?

A. Yes, sir. To the best of my knowledge I marked
where it was. I marked it with a number 4.
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10: The record will show that he is putting a number
4 on the map where, to the best of his knowledge and recol-
lection, the ditch was located in which he saw the bodies.

A. From my recollection I can't tell exactly where.
I feel that it was there.

0. Right. And after landing there and having a
short discussion with a sergeant, as I recall, it was a ser-
geant was it not? A colored sergeant?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. Or a colored soldier?
A. A colored soldier, sir.
Q. You departed the area?
A. Yes, sir.
- Q. You then -- the next major observation as I recall

~ is that you spotted a bunker that women and children were in?

A. ' Yes, sir.

Q. And you subsequently landed and talked to a lieu-
tenant? .

A. Well, I assumed he was a lieutenant. He was too

young to be a sergeant but he looked like he was 1n charge
of things.

0. But you subsequently identified him as Lieutenant
Calley?

A, Yes, sir.

Q.  Would you mark the location of the bunker with a

number 5 and with a number 6 the location of where you set
your helicopter down?

A, Yes, sir. Let me look at this map. You say this

photograph is taken from east to west, right (referring to
Exhibit P-46)7?
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Q. This photograph would be taken from this direction
(indicating) where you just see the edge of the village (indi-
cating). You see there (indicating)? This is the end of the

village you see there (indicating), and this is taken gener-
ally from south-southeast across the point of that ittle
angle (indicating).

A, Yes, sir. Sir, when I set my helicopter down and
had a conversation with the lieutenant and got the Vietnamese
out, I remember there was trees on my left that stopped right
about even with my helicopter or slightly in front of them.
The trees on my right went further behind the helicopter, and
I don't know how far. I know I was sitting on something of a
horseshoe shape, not all the way up in it, but just right at
the .opening, and the gunship set down ~- he set in an open
field. The tree line had stopped on both sides where he sat
down. And looking at this now, there are two possible places
that I can't be positive. I'm going to give a number 5 as
where I sat down, and a number 6 where the bunker was. Is
that all right, sir?

Q. All right.

A. And another thing, when the gunship had set down

I remember there was a group of trees, you know, back, but

he was in a pretty large rice paddy so that's, you know, what
I'm using —-- this on.

Q. Is that point there (indicating), this point here?

A. Yes, sir. I'm just trying to get across as I said
before, my numbers, refer to the best of my knowledge.

I have a question here, sir, concerning the map.
Is this point right here (indicating on Exhibit P-46) on this
map —-- picture, excuse me?

Q. Well, it certainly is not shown very clearly on
this picture because this generally is the area (indicating),
but many of the trees -- because of the bombing that has been

going on in this area, many of the trees have been knocked
down and denuded. This generally is that area (indicating).
Here's the horseshoe right there, you can see it. But it
doesn't show up as clearly as this (indicating).
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" A. Yes, sir.

. This looks like it's pretty heavy bamboo. This
would be roughly 100 meters from the village (indicating),
this being roughly another 100 meters beyond it (indicating),
150, 200 meters (indicating). '

A. I'm going to have to stay, to the best of my know-
‘ledge, with the numbers I have.

Q. Would you like to state for a matter of record
whether or not this is very clear to you as far as identi-
fying the spots?

A. No, sir, it's not clear.

0. If you were on the ground or if you were flying'
in the area that you might do a better_job in locating?

" A. Yes, sir. If I was there I feel sure I could,

you know, within a few passes around, I could spot every-

~thing that was talked about. As I said there was other

'spots -- I was sitting in something of a horseshoe, the way
I took it, and my number 5 indicating where I put the air-
craft down, according to this picture doesn't look like too
big of a horseshoe. There is another spot that does look

- like a larger horseshoe, so--it's been a long time, sir.

Q. - You landed twice at the ditch as I recall?

A, Yes, sir. At the ditch I landed once. I landed
in the same area as the ditch, but it wasn't far, 15 or 20
meters, from the ditch because there was no Americans or
anybody except for the Vietnamese or Viet Cong in the ditch.
So I did set a little bit to the east of actually the ditch
where I talked to the colored soldier, sir.

- Q. | Would you mark down the approximate time on points
2 and 3 that you had the discussion with the captain, or not
discussion, where you marked the body for the captain? Num-
ber 3, south of the village.

A, Yes, sir. Wait just a second please.
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(Witness marked on Exhibit P-1l.)
I have it marked, sir.

Q. Would yow mark the approximate time when you landed
at the bunker?

A. Yes, sir. Let me back up. Which time did you
want me to mark the ditch?

0. The first time.

A. All right, sir.

Q. You returned to the ditch a second time. Would

you also indicate the approximate time that you returned to
the ditch?-

A. .~ Yes, sir. This will be indicated as a time under
the time--
Q. Correct. It is entered in the record, is it not?

The ditch will have two time markings on it. One, the first
time he landed and the second, the second time he landed --
at which time he picked up a boy from the ditch. Is that
correct, a child from the ditch?

A. Yes, sir.

Q. Would you repeat the times that you have marked
on the map?

A. Yes, sir. The times are strictly by figuring out
what time I believe I arrived there by memory, how much fuel
I had on board, and what time or the approximate time I got

back to LZ Dottie, sir. When I first saw the bodies on the

road and the body the captain came out to was approximately

0915 hours.

Q. What number is that?

A. Number 2 and number 3 on the picture. Number 4
being the first time over the ditch would be 0930 hours.
Five and six would be the landing of the helicopter at the

bunker location. I later landed at the ditch at approximately
1045 hours.
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COL WILSON: What number is that?

A. Back to number 4, sir. We used the same number
on that one, sir. :

Q. When you were flying, did you hear a report of an
aircraft being damaged and being forced down?

A. No, sir.

Q. When you landed, did you at any time inspect your
aircraft, checking your rotors?

A. I remember down in that area, sir, but I don't
remember if this was the same day. It wasn't during the
morning, but I do remember going down in that area and check-
ing my aircraft for damage, sir. But I don't think this was
the same day.

Q. When you either landed at the bunker and had the
discussion with Lieutenant CALLEY, or when you landed to pick
up the child out of the bunker, out of the ditch--

A. (Interposing) Yes, sir.
Q. Did you inspect your aircraft at that time?
A. No, sir. I didn't shut it down. It stayed running.

If you want to check, you don't check with your aircraft run-
ning.

Q. : " Yes. When you landed to pick up the child out of
the ditch, did you see any other Americans nearby?

A. No, sir, not that I recall, sir.

Q. When you were with the captain down at point num-

ber 3, you'd indicated that you saw some people that were
with him.

A, Yes, sir.
Q. . How far away would you say they were?
A, As best I can remember when they were walking out

there they were just about 5 to 10 feet behind him, sir.
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Q. Were they still there when you saw the action with
respect to the girl?

A. Yes, sir.
IO: Mr. WEST, do you have any questions you would
like-- :

MR WEST: (Interposing) I don't believe I do, sir.

COL WILSON: I think we should have him sign a statement
prepared from memory, sign it, and put the date.

I0: Mr. THOMPSON, did you see the color photos and
the photos in a recent issue of Life magazine?

A. Yes, sir.

I0: May I have the photos?

RCDR: Yes, sir (handing a group of photographs to the
10). '

Q. I would like you to look at these photos to
refresh your memory to see -- my question in asking is to

see if you had seen any of these bodies or can identify
any of these bodies as those that you marked on the map.

(Exhibits P-2 thru P-25 shown to the witness.)

A, There is a picture that's been printed, it's not
in this book -- I thought it was -- that I can identify.

But I can't these.

I0: May I have the photos?

RCDR: Yes, sir.

I0: I will also show you black and white reproductions

of the color photos also reported to have been taken by Ser-—
geant HAEBERLE, some of which appeared with the color version
in Life magazine, which I just showed you. These are Exhibits
P-26 through P-42. I would like you to look at these photos
and while. you are doing so, we will take a short recess.
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(The hearing recessed at 0954 hours, 5 December

1969.)
(The hearing reconvened at 1010 hours, 5 December
1969.)
I10: The hearing will come to order.
RCDR: All persons present when the hearing recessed are

again present except Mr. WEST.

I10: Mr. THOMPSON, before we took the recess, I had
given you two sets of photos, Exhibits P-2 through P-25 and
P-26 through P-42. You had indicated that someplace there
was a photo which you would perhaps recognize. Do you
recognize any of these photos?

A. The ones P-2 through P-25--

" Q. (Interposing) The question I was asking, if you
recognize any of the bodies in any of the photos in connection
with the bodies and the situations which you have identified
in the aeridl photo this morning.

A. Yes, sir, I do.
Q. '~ Would you so indicate.
A, It was in the one labeled P-26 through P-42, and

the picture has number 32 on it. It is a picture of a woman
crouched over in a slumped forward kneeling position, sir.

Q. And which individual is this, to the best of your

recollection?
A. - She was lying on the south side of Route 521, sir.
Q. Is that one of the bodies you labeled number

2 on Highway 521?

A, No, sir, there was other bodies on the road. She
was not on the road; she was off the road, sir.
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0. The ones you marked on the road, were they the
wounded you had marked with smoke?

A. One of them was, sir.

Q. One of them was?

A. Yes, sir.

0. | Would you again —-- taking the large aerial photo

would you mark with successive numbers the other areas
where you had put smoke on wounded individuals?

A. Yes, sir. The last number, I believe was 7 (mark-
ing on P-1).

COL WILSON: What was number 7?2

A. A wounded person.

Q. "~ Did you mark that individual with smoke?

A. Yes, sir.

Q. Yes.

A. I can't be sure of the location, sir. And I put
8 on Road 521, sir.

Q. You also marked that one with smoke?

A, I'm pretty sure I did, sir. I'm not positive.

It was not hard to find. She was laying right on the main
highway. I'm pretty sure I did mark it with smoke, but--

Q. (Interposing) The other two you identified,
they were all dead. Is that correct?

A. Number 8 was dead after awhile too, sir.

Q. Yes, I understand that. But when you marked
with smoke the one on the road, this body was alive?

A. Yes, sir.

Q. Did you mark any other spots with smoke?
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A. No, sir.

0. Did you listen in on the conversation. that
transmitted the message to the commanding office. of Charlie
Company to get some people there to provide medical
assistance to the wounded?

A. No, sir.

0. Did you give any indication that these individuals
may have weapons?

A. No, sir.

Q. Could you identify any other locations which you
marked with smoke?

A. No, sir. I remember popping smoke about three
or four times. They were all, to the best of my knowledge,
to the south of the village to the road, to include on the
road. And did you want me to mark where this woman was?

Q. The next number will identify the location of the

woman or the individual in photograph Exhibit P-32.

A, This will be indicated by the number 9, and it's
just an approximate location.

ic: Just for verification on these pictures--

I0: (Interposing) I didn't ask him if he recognized

the photographs. I'm only interested if he recognizes any
of the individuals or the activities that were taking place
in a place where he had indicated on the map. A

A. No, sir. Colonel RODGERS would know what I'm
‘talking about, I believe.

COL WILSON: WILSON?

A, " Excuse me, Colonel WILSON. I had discussed
something with him before. One of the pictures pertains
to it, but I couldn't say these were the individuals,
and I haven't marked it on the map so--

I0: (Interposing) Then under those circumstances,
you'd better clarify it. : -
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A. It has been asked of me before. I don't remem-
'pber the way it was put, but why I didn't think there wasn't
that many Charlies there, or something of this nature, and

I stated that it didn't make too much sense; people sitting
down and taking smoke breaks with their steelpots off in a
hot area. One of your photographs shows people sitting

down without their field packs in relaxed positions, sir.

Q. Can you identify that specific group, and can
you identify it by time?

A. No, sir.

Q. Then it could become quite irrelevant.

A. I just wanted, you know--

Q. (Interposing) Yes. I think it would prejudice

the pictures, and , therefore, unless you can identify the
exact situation and time and place--

A. ~ (Interposing) Sir, I couldn't do that.

Q. Because that well could be occurring, let's
say, at lunch break, or something on this order.

A. Yes, sir.

I0: Do you have anything you would like to ask,
Colonel MILLER?

COL MILLER: No.

I0: I have one other requirement, I would like you
to get together with Colonel WILSON -- and it will become
part of the record inclusive with your testimony along with
this annotated aerial photo -~ but I would like you with
Colonel WILSON to make out a signal diagram of your com-
munications which you used in transmitting between your-
self, your guns, and other people. Colonel WILSON can
assist yvou in making a diagram. So this will be under-
standable.

A. On that day?
Q. Only that day.
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A. I can't do it, sir. I =-- let me explain briefly
why. My aircraft had one radio usually. One of our air-
craft had two radios, and I don't remember if I was in an
aircraft that day that rad the two radios. I think I was
in one that had only one radio, but I'm not sure, sir.

COL WILSON: Then we'll make two diagrams.

I0: Why make two diagrams?

COL WILSON: Then we'll know what his communications system
was in whichever aircraft he was flying. There are only two
aircraft he flies. If you don't want it, sir, we don't

have to have it.

Q. You could oﬁly communicate with your supporting
guns? Is that correct?

A, If T was in the aircraft that only had a Fox Mike

radio, FM frequency radio, I would always stay on the low
gunship frequency. The low gun UHF frequency and the high

-~ . gun's ‘UHF frequency would be the same so they could talk from

~gun to gun. The high gun frequency, Fox Mike, was on the
command net usually, or whoever they told him to switch off
to. And I'm almost certain that is how it was that day, but

I couldn't swear to it, sir. Because I don't remember talking
to anybody on the ground, and I don't remember being able to
talk to both gunships, just one gunship.

Q. Under those circumstances, I see no need for making
a diagram as long as you were communicating only with your
lower gunship. That is the key point.

A. Yes, sir, that's all.

Q. You did not communicate with the ground?

A, | Not to my knowledge, no, sir.

Q. I see no reason, under those circumstances, for

a diagram. I think we are through with your testimony, Mr.
THOMPSON. Do you have anything more that you would like to
add or that you would like to change or clarify in any of
the testimony that you have given in the past 3 days?
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A. The only thing I would like to say, sir, is that

I did not see Lieutenant CALLEY shoot anybody. That's all
I have, sir.

I0: This hearing will recess.

(The hearing recessed at 1022 hours, 5 December
1969.)
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(The hearing reconvened at 1023 hours,
22 December 1969.)

I10: The hearing will come to order.

RCDR: The following named persohs are present: LTG
PEERS, MR WEST, MR MACCRATE, MR WALSH, COL FRANKLIN, COL
MILLER, LTC MAHAFFEY, LTC PATTERSON and MAJ LYNN.

Sir, Lieutenant Colonel DOMBROWSKY has to
be sworn. (Lieutenant Colonel Albert J. DOMBROWSKY, Jr.,
- was duly sworn.) , :

Sir, we have one exhibit to enter.

Map Sheet Number 6739~II as annotated 1:500,000
is entered into the record as Exhibit MAP-5.

Sir, the hearing is recalling Mr. Hugh C.
THOMPSON, ' )

(Chief Warrant Officer Hugh C. THOMPSON, Jr., was recalled
as a witness, advised that he was still under oath and
testified as follows:)

RCDR: Will counsel please state his name, rank and
Social Security number?

IC: ' Kenneth JOHNSON, Captain, Social Security
number is 474-50-2203, Headquarters, MDW.

RCDR: Thank you.

I0: Colonel MILLER, do you have any instructions

that you want to issue at this time?

COL MILLER: I just want to be sure that you still understand
what your testimonial rights are. I explained them to you
before. Would you like me to explain them to you again?

A, No, sir.

COL MILLER: Do you have any questions, Mr. THOMPSON?

A, ' No, sir.
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I0: Mr. THOMPSON, since you last appeared before us
we have talked to several other witnesses and we wanted to
get you back here to try to clarify a few points and to
reinforce some of the points we went over before. -

One of the points that I would like elaborated
upon is your discussion with your commanding officer when
~you returned to LZ Dottie at about 1130 or so on the
morning of the 16th after you had taken the boy to the
hospital in Quang Ngai. Try to give us exactly what you
told him and the flavor of what you told him at that time.

A. Sir, I can't really remember what I told hlm.

I would assume I told him what I thought. He said he would
check into it. I mean I can't say that he said that, but
the following day I was told that some colonel wanted to
see me. I can't remember exactly what I told him, sir.

Q. Do you recall the circumstances under which
you were talking to him at the chopper pad, or was it away
from there, or where was it?

A. I'm pretty sure it was in a van. We had a radio
type van sitting in a two-ton truck. That was the operations
center and I'm pretty sure it was in there, but I'm not posi-
tive. :

Q. We have the 1mpre551on that when you returned to
LZ Dottle you were pretty perturbed and angry in a way.

A. I didn't understand some of the thlngs I saw,
I didn't understand why they happened.

Q. We have some testimony to the effect that you

were going to make sure this was reported and you were going
to report it even if it cost you your wings. Do you remember
making a statement such as this in your helicopter or to
others?

A, . No, sir. No, sir. Not about that. I went to

see Major WATKE and he was the only one I talked to about
it. The next day I talked to the colonel.
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Q. No. I'm talking about before you talked to
Major WATKE. Actually I'm talking about a vocal inter-
course with your crew on the intercom,’

A, I could have said it, but I don't remember, sir.

Q. Well, at one point in our discussion with you

we started to discuss what you told the individual on the
ground near the bunker. At that time, if you recall, we

recessed and gave you an opportunity to seek counsel.

A. Yes, sir.

Q. I think we would like to go into a little depth

in what actually did take place on the ground there between
yourself and the person later identified as Lieutenant CALLEY
and what instructions you gave to your crew and what, if any,
instructions you gave to the gunships.

A. It was one of my crew who initially spotted the
children in the bunker. We were just going to, you know, sit
down, and I asked the crew if they wanted to and we decided
to sit down there and see couldn't we help them out and
let the friendlies know there was some children in the bunker.
We sat down and I got out of the aircraft. I just told my
crew to cover me and I went up and told this individual on
the ground that we spotted these kids in the bunker at the
tree line and I asked him if there was anyway that he could
get them out. He made a statement and I can't remember his
exact words. It was something like the only way he could
~ get them out was with a hand grenade. At that time I just
wanted him to hold his troops right theére. I thought I
could get them out, you know an easieriway and I walked over
-and motioned for them to come out. I went back to the air-
craft because there were more in there than I thought, and I
called for Mr. MILLIANS and asked him if he would sit down
and evacuate them out of there. He came in and made two
lifts.

Q. : Was your ship on the ground when MILLIANS
landed the first time?

,'A‘ ' Yes, sir.
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Q. As I remember the description that you gave, you
landed fairly well up into this U=-shaped area and MILLIANS
landed to the rear of you?

A. " As best as I can remember, yes, sir.

Q. Now, when MILLIANS departed with the first load,
did you leave at that time or did you stay on the ground
until MILLIANS came back the second time?

A. I stayed on the ground.

Q. With U.S. toops or with your crew? He was not
gone too long was he?

-

A. No, sir.

Q. He only moved them a kilometer or a kilometer
and a half as I recall?

A. He wasn't gone very long. I'd say 5 minutes.

Q. You stayed on the ground then until Mr. MILLIANS
picked up all of these people and then you likewise lifted
up and took off?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. : Do you recall, at any time before this incident
or during this incident or after this incident - - you

indicated something to the effect that if they shoot up
these people, I am going to shoot them up?

A. No, sir. I can't remember what all was said.

Q. Coming back to your discussion with Major WATKE,
what did he say to you?

A. He seemed real concerned, but I can't remember
what he said to me.

Q. Did he ask you or did he question you, to your
recollection, concerning the bodies in the ditch or the
fact that you had seen a colored individual point a weapon
in there and your crew had seen this individual firing into
the bodies in the ditch?
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A. I can't remember what all he talked about. I
feel sure I told him that. I couldn't swear to it. I just
feel that I told him everything that I told you.

I0: Does anybody have any questions up to this point?

MR WEST: Mr. THOMPSON, who went with you to see Major
WATKE? We have been endeavoring to figure this out for
guite some time without much luck. Could it have been
Mr. COLBURN or I guess it was Specialist COLBURN and
Mr. CULVERHOUSE?

I10: Now we're talking about Major WATKE now.

A. : I don't remember if Mr. CULVERHOUSE went or not,
sir. I think Mr. COLBURN did and I think Mr. ANDREOTTA did--
Specialist COLBURN and Specialist ANDREOTTA. I think they
did. I'm pretty sure that Specialist COLBURN went with me
the following day to see the colonel.

MR WEST: But just focusing on Major WATKE, you think
it was your crew chief and COLBURN who went with you?

A. I think so, sir, but I'm not sure. A bunch of
us were out there.

Q. It's been indicated in some other testimony
that it was the aircraft commanders of your two gunships.

A, That would be Mr. BROWN and Mr. MILLIANS, I
believe. I know Mr. BROWN was there at some time during
the day. I don't remember if he was out there when Mr.
MILLIANS was there or not. I don't even remember who Mr.
CULVERHOUSE was flying with.

Q. Well, let's go at it again now. Are you telling
me now that perhaps Mr. MILLIANS and Mr. BROWN went with you
to see Major WATKE?

A, - I can't say who went with me, sir.

Q. But two veople did?

A, I can't say that.

Q. But somebody went with you?
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A, It seemed like there was somebody else around
when I was talking to him. .

Q. By that you mean somebody that was with you
when you saw these things going on at My Lai (4)?

A. Yes, sir, I believe so. The colonel wanted
to see--

I0: (Interposing) We're not talking about the

colonel. We are talking about Major WATKE. Major WATKE
and that's all. We're not talking about later. We're
talking about noontime on the 1l6th.

A, I can't say who was there. The only way 1 can
say that possibly Mr. COLBURN was with me is because his
name got brought into it because the colonel wanted to see
him also the best as I can remember, sir. I would think
that he talked to Major WATKE also.

Q. What we are trying to do, Mr. THOMPSON, is to
reconstruct the situation that existed at the time you
returned to LZ Dottie and we know that you talked to Major
WATKE. If you can just put yourself back in the situation
where you had gone through this situation back at My Lai,
you picked up this boy and you dropped him off at the
hospital. You came back into LZ Dottie to refuel and
rearm. Now, did you go to see Major WATKE? This is the
background that I am giving you in order to put you into
the frame of mind where you are telling the story to Major
WATKE.

A. I believe I went to see him, sir. I went over
to the van where we operated. That's why I can't say who
all was there because this is where everybody went. That's
where the soda was kept and there were a lot of people
around the van all the time, and I don't remember whether

I went outside with him or whether I talked to him right
there with everybody standing around.

MR WEST: We talked to COLBURN the other day and he
recalled the sequence of events, perhaps more clearly than
you. "He told us that you were angry about what happened
and were very concerned. You said that you were going to
report it to Major WATKE and you were going to see that
something was done about it even if it cost you your wings,
and then after you got on the ground you did go to see
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Major WATKE., He stated you went off and he assumed that

you had gone to see Major WATKE at this time. It is to help
develop the sequence of events and what might have gone on so
that we can develop some further information about what you
told Major WATKE. This is an important part of the inguiry.
Perhaps if you don't recall now, think about it and perhaps
it will come to you later. I take it-you're not now sure who
was with you?

A. No, sir. I don't remember anything about wings
because I cherish my wings kind of highly.

I0:. You must have been pretty angry then?
A, I didn't say that I said that, sir.

MR WEST: Well, it would have taken something rather
strong if you had said something like that.

A, Yes, sir.

Q. Let's go back a little now to the time when you
saw the children in the bunker and you saw the troops on the
ground and you set down. We've had testimony, and this again
is a very important point--we've had testimony indicating that
you communicated with this individual on the ground, who
appeared to be in charge of the troops, through your radio
‘channels and possibly through the high gunship and that

there were some messages between you and the man on the

ground and back to you.

_ ' " We would like you to think about that and tell
us- if this is correct, what message you sent to the man on
the ground and what the reply was? : '

Iet me make this statement before you answer.
In your prior testimony you seemed concerned at this point
about the area we were getting into, and you called for
“counsel and I want to assure you that you are not suspected
of having done anything wrong in this particular episode.
In fact what you did appears to be commendatory. You
shouldn't be concerned about that aspect of things.

We would like you to recall, as best you can,

what passed between you and the man on the ground while
you were still in the air and before you landed.
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A, I don't want to give you all the impression that

I am trying to hold anything back, but I don't remember
talking to Lieutenant CALLEY over the radio or even directly.
I think I could have told him that the people were in the
bunker if I could have talked to him, and then I don't be-
lieve I would have set down.

Q. Did you have radio communications with the
individual that you later determined was Lieutenant CALLEY?

A, Normally I would not have had radio contact
“with him, _
Q. Could you communicate with him through your

high gunship?

A. I could communicate with my low gun and the- low
gun would talk to the high gun. There is a tape recording
somewhere and I know at times the high gun was on the command
frequency. I don't know whether Lieutenant CALLEY's unit was
on the command net or what they were on.

Q. Was there any way that you could communicate
with Lieutenant CALLEY on your radio or your gunship's radio,
either one of them?

A, Yes, sir.
Q. Would you explain that please?
A, ' Everybody tunes their radio to the same frequency.

That's the best way I can explain it. We would have to all

be on the same frequency. The gunship would have to be on

the same frequency so if I started to receive fire the gunship
- ‘would like to know about it because he is the one covering me,
but whether we switched over, I cannot remember.

Q. I thought there might be a problem with different
typés of radios.

A, The scout that I was flying did have two radios
in it, a UHF and a FM. But the UHF -- we only had about one
aircraft that the UHF worked and we had limited capabilities
with our radios.

Q. In any event, you don't recall communicating
with Lieutenant CALLEY by a radio before you landed?"
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A. No, sir.

Q. Now, did you, during this time before you landed,
make a report of what you were observing on the ground and
your concern about the people in the bunker?

A. Yes, sir. I had to because my gunship that was
covering me had to know why I was sitting down.

Q. Then you did feel that you did tell him, the pilot,
what you were about to do and why you were doing it?

A, I told him that I was going to set down to let
the Americans know there was some kids in the bunker.

0. Now, at this time or any time before, perhaps,
did you or had you used your radio to report to anyone that
you had seen what you had seen in the ditch and the other
things you had seen involving civilians killed or wounded?

A, | I could have told my gunship. I know he made

a pass over the ditch to see the ditch.

Q. Was this Mr., MILLIANS?

A, Yes, sir. I know he said he had seen the ditch.
Q. You had seen a good bit up to this time. You had

seen wounded on the ground; you popped smoke; you had seen
other bodies on the ground, apparently civilians, and you had
seen the people in the ditch when you had landed there once?

A. Yes, sir.

Q. Is it your recollection that you related some of
this over the radio?

A. I would have had to relate some of this because

I am not going to sit down on the ground without telling the
aircraft that is covering me what I am doing, and I had
already set down on the ground near to the bunker to talk

to the colored sergeant about the ditch.

Q. Before that time you would have explained what
you were doing to your gunship?

A, - Yes.
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I0: Let me ask one question, if I may interpose.
Who is in command of that flight of three aircraft? 1Is
it the low aircraft or the high aircraft?

A. The high gun is usually considered the lead.

Q. He would be considered the Warlord Lead?

A, Yes, sir.

MR WEST: So, then it would have been your duty to report
your movements to him, particularly if you are going to land?
A. Yes, sir., They wouldn't think too highly if I

was just to set down and not let them know what I was doing.
Q. Do you know whether, when you made such a report
to the lead gunship this could have been -- your transmission

could have been heard by others, for example in the command
net of Task Force Barker?

A. I would not normally talk to the lead gun ship.
I would talk to low gun and the low gun would relay 1t to
the high gun.

Now, if the task force was on our frequency or
we were on theirs, which I can't remember if that was the
case,

Of course, I heard a tape and I remember that
Alpha Lead was on the tape and I can't remember if I was
on the tape. Now, if I was on the tape that means that all
of us were on the command push, but I don't remember if
I was up the command push or whether it was just being
relayed.

Q. At any rate your radio capability was such that
the word could have gone out and been heard in the command
net?

A. - If we were all on the same frequency, yes, sir.
Q. That's all I have.
I0: Colonel MILLER?

COL MILLER: Mr. THOMPSON, I think you said before that it was
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quite unusual that you would land your helicopter as you
'did the second time near the bunker and out in an open
area possibly with enemy nearby. Am I correct in that
understanding?

A. It wasn't an everyday thing, but it had happened
before, sir. _

Q. I know that you don't recall a lot of things
that happened, but do you think you tried to contact
somebody on the ground before you sat down and you finally
sat down because you were not able to establish any contact
with anyone on the ground either directly or indirectly?

A. I tried to contact the ground through my gunships

because when I was popping smoke for the friendlies I had

told my gunship that -- I mean popping smoke for the wounded,

I told my gunship that there was wounded down here and see

couldn't they get a dustoff or a medic, so I know that they

tried to call. Eventually they came over to the wounded SO
somebody had to talk to them.

C Q. Now, let's move on to the bunker area where you
subsequently landed. Do you think you would have tried to
contact somebody on the ground when you saw the troops
coming closer and nothing had happened so you felt you had
to interfere? Again, I'm not trying to put words in your
mouth.

A I didn't try to ihterfere, sir. I just wanted

to sit down and tell the Americans that there were some
childxen in the bunker. It wasn't my intention to interfere
in their operation.

Q. ' By interfere I mean to come in and see if somebody
on the ground knew about it. Were you worried about these
women and children?

A, Well, sir—-

Q. (Interposing) I am‘just trying to get your mental

attitude of things that would come to my mind, to ask you
what I would think about?

A. I was worried about everybody, I guess.
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I0: . I think that we should interpose here, too, in that
in your previous discussion you had indicated that you were con- -
cerned, particularly after seeing a large number of women
and children in the ditch and the other bodies there, you
had expressed concern over these children and I bel:xeve
also that an old man was introduced into the discussion.

In other words, I am interested in the immediacy
of the situation. You see something and you think that
something has to be done and what your feelings were in that
respect. Is that why you went down?

ic: May we have a moment,. sir?
COL MILLER: Certainly.

(The individual counsel confers with the
witness.) v

A. When we had spotted the individualé&in the bunker
I was concerned for them, I guess. I was concerned for the
Americans. I was concerned for everybody. I wanted to make
sure that the Americans knew that they were there because
before then I had seen some wounded and I had seen some dead
bodies that I just couldn't place in my mind how they died.
I didn't know how they died. I still don't know. If there
is anyway I can help these that were still alive I was going
to try to.

Q. I can see your concern and perhaps there might
have been somebody in the bunker with a gun and perhaps the
Americans would want to have been protected against them
and also the people in the bunker were probably, at least
partly, innocent civilians. Was it sort of a mixture of
these concerns then that made you get down immediately?

A. It wasn't for the concern that there was any
weapons in that bunker. ©No. I wouldn't just go sitting
down facing Charlie. They could have had a .50 sitting
in that bunker. It was just how I felt. I felt that
there wasn't.

Q. Enough so you were willing to go across this
open space up to the bunker yourself?

A. I didn't go all the way up to the bunker, sir.
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Q. You just went part way?
A. I motioned for them to come out and they came out.

COL FRANKLIN: Mr. THOMPSON, a lot of this stuff we ask you
seems so self-evident to you. You think everybody knows it
because you're a pilot. We're trying to get this on the
record and I am sure that these communication things are
very pertinent.

You had an FM radio, and correct me if I am
wrong. You talked to the low gun and you are both on the
same push and this is a company push. The low gun probably
goes up on the UHF to the high gun. They have a UHF that
is working, right? :

A. Yes, sir.

0. We know that the high gun had their FM on the
battalion push. We know that. And they had two radios,
so when they are UHF they are talking to the ground of
the battalion push. Now, the ground troops on the ground
are on the battalion push and that's the company. We
know that Warlord Alfa Lead was on the battalion push

and that was the high gun. Is that correct?

A. Yes, sir. It should be.

Q. Okay. So when you're flying you've got a little

~ button you push for intercom on your one radio, your FM, right?

A. I think it was on the'trigger. The first indent
-was the intercom and the other was the radio.: ‘

Q. Okay. So you are talking and you pull it a little
bit and you are on the intercom and a little more to transmit.
Okay. You are the scout and you're flying around and you

are talking all the time to your low gun and or your crew,
"Look over there to your left. We've got some bodies over
there," or "Watch me, I'm going to go down by that building."
Are you keeping a running monologue like most pilots talking
back and forth in abbreviated conversation with your low gun?

A. I let them know what I'm doing and they let me
know where to go.
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0. Okay. Now, if you see four bodies over there
and you saw the ditch, you would probably transmit this to
your low gun?

A. Yes, sir.

Q. You would probably give him a running account of
all the things you see on the ground? That would be MILLIANS,
right?

A. During one part of the day it was Mr. MILLIANS,
yes, sir. ' :

Q. Okay, because you were alternating guns, right.

Now, the worst thing you could do is to come down
on the bunker and you see advancing troops, you would normally
go to your low gun and say, "Listen, there are people in the
bunker down there. Go to the high gun and tell him to tell
those guys on the ground to watch out for those people.” Isn't
that the normal way you would do it?

A. . Yes, sir.

Q. Okay. Well, you did it different this time. Why
did you do it dlfferent°

A. I might have tried to call, sir. I don't know if
I did or not.

Q. | You may have tried to get this word through?

A. Yes, sir. I can't remember if I did or not. I

know I called previously for help and at that time, you know,
I couldn't understand why an individual got shot.

Q. So you had called previously about what you
considered innocent people being shot, noncombatants, and
it still kept going on. Is that true?

A. Just one time it happened, sir. 1It's when this
captain walked up and I radioed to him that I was popping
smoke for wounded and he walked up and stepped back and
shot the girl. Later the captain had stated an incident
similar to that and it was 100 percent legal because

he was doing it for the reason he gave, but at that
particular time I know what I called for and I know what

I got and that was the only thing I could think about.
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Q. ' You said that you were going to pop smoke for wounded.
We know that somewhere around 0930, Warlord Alpha 3 was saying
on the battalion push -- excuse me. Warlord Alpha Lead was
talking on the battalion push and saying that all these bodies
around with weapons and webbing -- you couldn't hear this --
and that someone ought to come and get them and he was going
to pop smoke to mark them. Now, do you believe that the word
that you were popping smoke to mark wounded had gotten up to
Warlord Alph Lead? Were there other people popping smoke
around there? : .

A. No, sir. Not that I recall.
0. You were the only one popping smoke?
A. As best as I can remember, sir. Yes.

MR WALSH: Mr. THOMPSON, when you had your conversation with
the infantry leader on the ground, do you recall there being
any distinctive marking on the helmet of this person?

A. I'm pretty sure he had "California" written on it.

MR MACCRATE: Mr. THOMPSON, you have indicated that you have
listened rather recently to a tape. Can you tell us where
you did that?

IC: Sir, the reason for the hesitation is the circum-
stances under which he listened to the tape are such that he
cannot recall whether he was asked to keep the contents of

the discussion confidential. Now, I wonder if I could ask
Colonel MILLER whether the permission for Mr. THOMPSON's
“testimony here is broad enough to encompass this sort of
information? We want to be certain that Mr. THOMPSON is

not v1olat1ng the court order, the protective order, which was
issued in the Calley case.

COL MILLER: Let's put it this way. We have determined, and
the judge in the Calley case has also ruled, that testimony
here is not in violation of the order which he has issued to
all the witnesses in the Calley case.

IC: This questlon doesn't relate to the testimony of
Mr. THOMPSON or that Mr. THOMPSON would glve at subsequent
trials. It's not that sort of thing. 1It's more of a mechanical

question. I just wonder if the understanding that you have
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with the attorneys in that case and the judge would give
you an indication of whether they feel this is also
appropriate for testimony here?

COL MILLER: I feel that it is an appropriate item to be
revealed here.

IC: ' Sir, I have one more question. Have the prosecution
and also the defense offered to make available to this board
any of this evidence which it has -- real evidence or anything
like that?

COL MILLER: ©Not that I know of, and I don't think we have
requested any, have we?

MR WEST: Well, yves. We have the Article 32 investigation
available to us. :

I0: Furthermore, you should know that we also have
available to us all the CID interrogations. There is nothing
that we cannnot have made available to us.

A. It was the prosecution attorney who had the tape
when I heard it, sir.’

MR MACCRATE: Do you recall in that tape, I believe we are

speaking about the same tape -- I have before me a transcription
of the tape (Exhibit M-20). Do you recall Warlord Alpha Lead
stating the following: "Roger. It's just below Hill 85,

Just to the north of the Hill 85 where we first got them,
just to the south of your first LZ along the road there.
There's about 10 or 15 'dinks' all spread out over the field
that we got when they were di-di'ing to the south. The
gunship shot them. We'd like to know if there is somebody
in the area to pick up this gear 'cause right now we are
just keeping people from stealing." Then Charlie 6 comes
in, which would be Lieutenant Colonel BARKER. "This is
Charlie 6. I'll get somebody down there." Warlord Alpha
Lead, "Roger."

I0: Charlie 6 would be MEDINA.
MR MACCRATE: Excuse me. Coyote 6 comes in later. Captain

MEDINA would be Charlie 6. "I'll get somebody down there."
Alpha lead, "Roger." Then Coyote 6 comes on. "Charlie 6,
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this is Coyote 6. Over. Coyote 6, Warlord has got some
people that he wants you to check out just to the south of
~your LZ. Contact him and send some people down there. There
"is some VC there with web equipment, and so on, that have been
killed, over." Warlord Alpha Lead comes on, "Roger, we are
over the area at this time. You have us in sight. We are
just at the north base of a hill along the road. We'll be
off your frequency for the next 10 minutes. We'll be
popping smoke at the different locations where these bodies
~are." Then, Warlord Alpha again says, "The bodies that we
got before, they've got web gear, weapons and everything

and it is probably a good idea to get it off them before
someone comes up and uses them." Then further, Warlord
Alpha Lead is recorded as saying, "We'll be popping smoke

on the different bodies in the area," and that's right about
at the end of all that comes through on the tape, on this
subject. But relating it to the periocd where you were
coming up from Hill 85 to the south of the road and what you
saw along the road. Are you able to tie yourself into the
observation that seems here to being passed along by Warlord
Alpha Lead relating to things that you have a recollection
of today. I think Colonel FRANKLIN, a few moments

ago, was asking you about this same time frame.

A. . No, sir. I don't remember that, about what you
were just reading. I remember bodies along the road, but
I don't remember any weapons.

Q. The bodies that you remember were noncombatants?
At least there were no webbing or weapons.

A, I didn't see any webbing or weapons.

I0: I think the point here is that in your mind
you were indicating wounded noncombatants and you were
transmitting it to your low gun and then to the high
gun, and the high gun was giving it to the ground, but
~they were giving a different story?

A, Yes, sir, if that came from the high gun.

Q. I'm not sure that it came from the high gun.

It could have conceivably come from the low gun, but
if Warlord Lead was your high gun--
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A. (Interposing) I don't--it was messed up.
That's the best I can remember, sir.

MR MACCRATE: They could have also been talking about
something different?

A. Yes, sir. A couple of times we got something to
the effect that might make somebody believe that they shot
them. Our guns only opened up one time and it was right when
we were first in the area, and we did shoot at one Viet Cong
running with a weapon. That was the only time the guns opened
up that whole morning, sir. We couldn't confirm the body.

or the kill. He went right into the tree line and I tried

to shoot him, and my gunners missed. They could be associ-
ating it close to something else, like we could have shot

him.

0. It does say that, "There are about 10 or 15 'dinks'

all spread out over the fleld that we got," and as you point
out--

A, (Interposing) "That we got" could be that one

individual running earlier in the morning.

Q. But then it gdes on "When they were 'di-di'ing' to
the south, the gunship shot them. "So it seems to be talking
about someone else. Almost in the same sense. It is
unclear.

I0: For the record and to clarify the pronunciation

of the "di-di'ing" as referred to earlier, it should be "di-di".

The meaning of this term, which is used by most
of the combat troops, is the fact that they are moving out
of the area or running out of the area. It is quite a
common term throughout most of the area and South Vietnam,
not only in this area, but throughout practically all the
areas. Particularly all the aviation units use thls
term gquite frequently.

MR MACCRATE: So that the "di-di'ing" would have referred

to the people on the ground that were running out of the
area. Would that be your understanding of the translation?
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A. Would you go over that again?

0. "There's about 10 to 15 'dinks' all spread out
over the field that we cot when they were 'di-di'ing' to
the south. The gunships shot them."

A. "That we got," and "the gunships shot them". That
doesn't make sense. It sounds like to me that they are say-

ing that they shot them and they turn right around and say

in the same sentence that the gunships shot them. It sounds

like a broken transmission or something. :

Q. '~ But this doesn't relate itself to you from any
observations that you were making?

A. Just that there'were bodies in the road and there
were bodies in the field and there was also wounded.

I10: At this time, Mr. THOMPSON, we are talking about
0955. You indicated that you were north of Hill 85, just to
the north of Hill 85.. Were you still at that time working

.~ south of Highway 521? I'm sorry. That's 0915 instead of
0955. It was shortly after this I believe that you got
involved in the mortar round incident on top or on Hill 85?

A, If it was around the time of the mortar incident,
it would have been south of the hill, south of the highway.

Q. - I brlng this point up because in some point in
time in the morning, after the landing of C/1/20 and
after the gunships which supported that combat assault
had left the area, Major WATKE had asked permission to
move the area or the zone of responsibility that you had
south of the highway to include My Lai (4) hamlet area.

A. After the gunshlps left we did move up 1nto
" the area of My Lai (4), sir.

Q. All right. When you returned to LZ Dottie
about noontime or shortly before, did you at that time

and after you talked to Major WATKE talk to Colonel
BARKER at all?
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A. " Not that same day, I don't believe.

Q. I'm talking about Colonel BARKER who was the task
force commander. He was a lieutenant colonel?

A. Not that I remember, sir.

Q. Now, iﬁ your mind, the following day you were asked

to report up to a colonel by Major WATKE, and give him your
story. I'll ask some more details about this, but first I
"should tell you that piecing everything together and we have
come to a reasonably firm conclusion that this took place on
the 18th instead of the 17th which you remember. The time
as far as you are concerned is quite incidental, but we do
have on the log the fact that a meeting took place prior to
your going up, and all the participants in the meeting,
including Colonel HENDERSON, were there and subsequent to
that meeting on the 18th Major WATKE had come down and asked
you to go up and talk to Colonel HENDERSON. Now, was it
Major WATKE that asked you to come up and talk to Colonel
HENDERSON? '

A. . I think it was.

Q. Who went with you at that time? We can place this
conversation reasonably accurately in Colonel BARKER's van,
which we would be led to believe was covered over with pro-
tection and dug-in so that you may have even had to walk down
a step or two to get into it. In your previous testimony you
give quite an account of the discussion with Colonel HENDERSON.

A. Either COLBURN or ANDREOTTA, sir. I thought there
was one of the gunship pilots, but I don't remember whether
one of them went up there or not, sir. Somebody waited out-
side and I think it was COLBURN, but I'm not sure.

Q. Could the other individual have been Mr. CULVERHOUSE?
A. Yes.

Q. He was Mr. MILLIANS' copilot?

A. Yes, sir. It could have, sir.
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0. You be thinking about that and if it does come to

mind-—
A. : (Interposing) It seems like CULVERHOUSE was there

now that you mentioned his name, but I can't see why he would
go rather then the AC because the AC is the one that saw it.

0. That may be so, but remember we are talking about
2 days later and maybe Mr. MILLIANS was not there. This

is why we are trying to piece this together. Sometimes logic
in this business doesn't quite fit together. We do have

some indications that Mr. CULVERHOUSE might have been one of
the individuals that went up with you to report to Colonel
HENDERSON .

Now, forgetting about who may have accompanied
you, and coming back to the discussion with Colonel
HENDERSON, what did you tell him?

A. I feel, sir, and believe, that I told him every-
thing that I had seen. Like I said before, I can't see why
I wouldn't. Everything was a lot fresher on my mind then
than it is now. Actually, you know, our conversation--I
can't recall what all was said. I'm not even sure it was
Colonel HENDERSON I talked to.

Q. But you did talk to a celonel.

A. Yes, sir.

0. Did he indicate that he was conducting an inves-
tigation? . _ ‘ -

A. I guess so, sir. I wouldn't have gone up there

to talk to him and answer questions if he wasn't.

0. Necessarily again, that's very logical, but--
‘A. (Interposing) I can't remember his worxds, sir. .
Q. You had told this story once before to Major WATKE

and now you are reporting basically the same situation and
circumstances to the colonel. Did you feel that you were giv-
ing more to the colonel then you gave to Major WATKE or that
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you had given more to Major WATKE then you were giving to the
colonel?

A, Not that I recall, sir.
Q. To your recollection you gave him the whole story?
A. Yes, sir.

Q. Would you state again how long you think you were
w1th the colonel in the van? .

A. Twenty or thirty minutes, I guess. It could have
. been a lot longer. You are asking me to go back almost 2
years and I can't be real specific.

Q. Yes, but having gone through this real traumatic
experience, some of these things stick very vividly in people's
minds and their feelings. What you have indicated, nobody is
questioning your integrity at all. This is not the purpose of
it. As a matter of fact, you felt so strongly about this thing
that you did report it to Major WATKE, and as a result of this
you triggered off the thing. You talked to a colonel and this
is why from our point of view it is important, even if you can't
remember your exact words, we would like to get a feel from
you of what you were giving him; if you were giving him the
whole story or parts of it or what?

A. I believe that I told him everything.

I0: That's what we are interested in. Up to this par-
ticular point, in the discussion with Colonel HENDERSON, do
you have any questions?

MR MACCRATE: No.

I0O: Mr. WEST?

MR WEST: Was this a bird colonel?

A. I believe it was, sir. Yes, sir, but as you recall,
the last time I was here I couldn’'t identify him.
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0. Do you know Major Clyde WILSON?
A. Yes, sir.
0. We've had one witness who told us he thought Major

Clyde WILSON took you to see the colonel, whereas other tes-
timony indicated it was Major WATKE. Could you resolve that?

A. I don't remember whether anybody walked up the hill
with me beside--I'm pretty sure my crew chief did. I felt
another pilot and it would have possibly been Mr. CULVERHOUSE,
but I don't remember if it was Major WATKE or Major WILSON

- that told me to go up there. One of them might have even
walked up there with me.

I0: Do you remember walking back with them?
A. I walked back by myself. I was the first one to go
in, and I didn't wait around. I don't remember walking back

with anyone.

Q. ' You don't know for sure when you left whether Mr.
COLBURN or whoever was there went in to see the colonel?

A. Somebody else did.
Q. You saw somebody else go in?
A. It seems like I was talking with one of them after-

wards. I thought it was COLBURN. It might have been ANDREOTTA.
I don't know.

Q. When you were with the colonel, did he have anybody
recording this or writing it down?

A. I believe he was writing, you know, taking notes.
There wasn't anybody else in there as far as I can remember.

MR MACCRATE: One point concerning your observation of what
took place during your period out at My Lai (4). You in-
dicated that you had a recollection that ANDREOTTA carried
the child as you went over to Quang Ngai. We have actually
had testimony that Mr. COLBURN was on the right-hand side
of the plane at one point. Now, you indicated that you
thought, at ‘
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least when you