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EXHIBIT M-1, LIFE MAGAZINE

Early in the conduct of hearings, a copy of LIFE Magazine,

dated 5 Dec 69, pages 36 to 42, was entéred into the record.

The purpose was solely for identification of the photographs;
the accompanying article was not referred tq as part of the
exhibit. This was done prior to the receipt of the color
photographs taken at My Lai (4) on 16 March 1968 by Mr. Ronald
Haeberle. Color photographs.which corresppnd to those appearing
in LIFE Magazine have been received and entered into evidence

as follows:

LIFE Page No. ' Exhibit No.

36 P-29 J

37 P-40

38 (Upper) . P-41

38 (Lower) pP-38

39 Not Available to Inquiry
40 (Upper) P-33

46 (Lower) P-35

41 | P-39

42 P-34

EXHIBIT M-

j—



Exclusive pictures, eyewitness accounts

Vol. 67, No, 23
December 5,1969

The Massacre at Mylai

Sprinting for cover, men of Company C left the helicopters that ferried them in for the assault on Myla:

he action at Mylai received only a passing mention at

the weekly. Saigon briefing in March of 1968. Elements
of the Americal Division had made contact with the enemy
near Quangngai city and had killed 128 Vietcong. There
were a few rumors of civilian deaths, but when the Army
fooked into them—a month after the incident—it found
nothing to warrant disciplinary measures. The matter might
have ended there except for a former GI, Ron Ridenhour,
now a California college student. After hearing about My-
lai from former comrades, he wrote letters to congressmen
warning that ‘‘something rather dark and bloody™ had tak-
en place. Now an officer has been charged with murder of
“‘an unknown number of Oriental human beings” at My-
lai, and 24 other men of Company C. First Battalion, 20th
Infantry are under investigation. Congressmen are de-
manding to know what happened at Mylai, who ordered

Photographed by RONALD L. HAEBERLE

it, and whether or not U.S. troops have committed similar
acts in Vietnam.

Because of impending courts-martial, the Army will say
little. The South Vietnamese government, which has con-
ducted its own investigation, states that Mylai was *‘an act
of war” and that any talk of atrocities is just Vietcong pro-
paganda. This is not true. The pictures shown here by Ron-
ald Haeberle, an Army photographer who covered the mas-
sacre, and the interviews on the following pages confirm a
story of indisputable horror—the deliberate slaughter of old
men, women, children and babies. These eyewitness ac-
counts, by the men of Company C and surviving villagers,
indicate that the American troops encountered little if any
hostile fire. found virtually no enemy soldiers in the village
and suffered only one casualty, apparently a self-inflicted
wound. The people of Mylai were simply gunned down.

“*Guys were about 1o shoot these people,” Pho-
tographer Ron Haeberle remembers. **1 yelled,
*Hold it,” and shot my picture. As I walked away,
1 heard M 16s open up. From the corner of my eye
1 saw bodies falling, but 1 didn't turn to look.”






Haeberle found the bodies above on a road lead-
ing from the village. **Most were women and ba-
bies. It looked as if they tried to get away.”

“*When these two boys were shot at,” says Hae-~
berle, “‘the older one fell on the little one, as if
to protect him. Then the guys finished them off.”




“*This man was old and trembling so that he could
hardly walk. He looked like he wanted to cry.
When | left him | heard two rifle shots.”

‘The order was to destroy
Mylai and everything in it’

These photographs and the first detailed eyewitness account of Mylai were brought
to light by Joseph Eszterhas, a reporter for the Cleveland Plain Dealer. He helped
prepare the following article, based on his own interviews with Photographer
Ron Haeberle and reports from Life Correspondents Dale Witiner, John Saar,
Tom Flaherty and Reg Bragonier and Stringers Kent Demaret und Jane Estes.

of Company C met for a briefing after
supper. The company commander, Cap-
tain Ernest Medina, read the official prepared
orders for the assault against Mylai and spoke
for about 45 minutes, mostly about the pro-
cedures of movement. At least two other com-
panies would also participate. They, like Com-
pany C, were elements of Task Force Barker,
named for its commander, Lt. Colonel Frank
Barker, who was to die in action three months
later. But only Company C would actually en-
ter the cluster of huts known as Mylai 4.
*‘Captain Medina told us that this village
was heavily fortified,” recalls one of his squad
leaders, Sgt. Charles West. **He said it was
considered extremely dangerous and he want-
edruis to be on our toes at all times. He told us
there was supposed to be a part of the 98th
NVA Regiment and the 48th VC Battalion
there. From the intelligence that higher levels
had received, he said, this village consisted only
of North Vietnamese army, Vietcong, and VC
families. He said the order was to destroy My-
lai and everything in it.”

nn the day before their mission the men

Captain Medina was a stocky, crew-cut, hard-
nosed disciplinarian whom his men called
‘‘Mad Dog Medina.” Men respected him: to
Charles West he. was one of ‘‘the best of-
ficers I've known.” Most of them had served
under Medina since the company had formed
the previous year in Hawaii as C Company,
First Battalion, 20th Infantry, 11th Light In-
fantry Brigade.

“*As far as I'm concerned, Charlie Compa-
ny was the best company to ever serve in Viet-
nam,” says West. “‘Charlic Company was a
company, not just a hundred and some men
they call a company. We operated together or
not at all: We cared about each and every in-
dividual and each and every individual’s prob-
lems. This is the way that we were taught by
Captain Medina to feel toward each other. We
were like brothers.”

Mylai 4 was one of nine hamlets, each des-
ignated by a number, which were clustered
near the village of Songmy, a name sometimes
used also for the hamlets. The men of Com-
pany C called the area **Pinkville” because it
was colored rose on their military mapsand be-
cause these fertile coastal plains long had been
known as Vietcong territory. Pinkville was
only seven miles northeast of the provincial
capital of Quangngai, where, during the Tet of-
fensive only a month before, Vietcong and
North Vietnamese troops had boldly occupied
portions of the city. Soon Company C would
use the name Pinkville not only for the entire
area but for the single hamlet Mylai 4.
Company C had seen its first real combat in

o}

the previous weeks, all of it around Pinkville,
A couple of weeks before, sniper fire from
across the river had killed one man. His bud-
dies believed the fire had come from Mylai 4.
Two weeks before, enemy land mines had
killed five men and wounded 22. Several days
before, in a hamlet near Mylai 4, a booby trap
made from an unexploded artillery shell had
killed one of the Gls’ favorite squad leaders,
Sgt. George Cox.

1 was his assistant squad leader,” recalls
Charles West. “‘On the way back to camp !
was crying. Everybody was deeply hurt, right
up to Captain Medina. Guys were going
around kicking sandbags and saying, ‘Those
dirty dogs, those dirty bastards.' ™

At the briefing, says West, “*Captain Me-
dina told us we might get a chance 1o revenge
the deaths of our fellow Gls.”” Afterward the
men held a memorial service for George Cox,
but the ritual of mourning was more like a
pep rally for the forthcoming action.

“Captain Medina didn’t give an order to go
in and kill women or children,” says West.
**Nobody told us about handling civilians, be-
cause at the time [ don’t think any of us were
aware of the fact that we'd run into civilians.
1 think what we heard put fear into a lot of
our hearts. We thought we’d run into heavy re-
sistance. He was telling us that here was the
enemy, the enemy that had been killing our
partners, This was going to be our first real
live battle, and we had made up our minds we
were going to go in and with whatever means
possible wipe them out.”

Shortly after sunrise on March 16, 1968, a
bright, clear, warm day, the helicopters began
lifting approximately 80 men of Company C
from the base camp at Landing Zone Dottie
and delivering them |1 kilometers away in the
paddies west of Myiai 4.

Army Photographer Sgt. Ron Haeberle and
SP5 Jay Roberts, both of the 31st Public In-
formation Detachment, came in on the sec-
ond helicopter lift. Haeberle, who had been
drafted out of college, had only a week left on
his tour in Vietnam. Neither man had seen
much action. They had volunteered for this op-
eration because the word was out that it would
be ‘‘a hot one.” The squad the two were as-
signed to was getting its arders by walkie-talk-
ie from Captain Medina, Haeberle was carry-
ing three cameras—one for the Army, two of
his own. (He turned in his black-and-white film
to the Army. The Army took no action at that
time but apparently intends to use the film as
evidence in the court-martial proceedings.)
Roberts, a college student who had volun-
teered for the draft, took pad and pencil. Their

CONTINUED
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‘You don’t call

CONTINUED
mission was 1o prepare news releases and a re-
port for the brigade newspaper.

“*We landed about 9 or 9:30 in a field of el-
ephant grass,” says Yarnado Simpson, then a
19-year-old assistant platoon leader from Jack-
son, Miss. Gunships had prepped the area
with Miniguns and grenade launchers. it was
clear and very warm and it got warmer. “"Our
landing zone was the outskirts of town. on the
left flank. There were about 25 of us and we
went directly into the village. There wasn't any
enemy fire. We'd come up on a koo:ch, we'd
search it to see if there was someone in it. If
there was no one in it, we'd burn it down. We
found people in some, and we took some back
to the intelligence people for questioning.
Some ran. we tried to tell them not to run.
There were about 15. Some stopped. About
five or six were killed.”

Haeberle and Roberts moved through the rice
fields toward a hill in back of the village area.
Haeberle was with 10 or 15 Gls when he saw
a cow and heard shots at the same time. The
shooting was straight ahead. A GI shot a cow
and then others kept pumping bullets into the
cow until the cow finally fell.

**Off to the right,” says Haeberle, *‘a wom-

Haeberle remembers that the body in front of a Intent on destroying everything that might be of
burniag house {ahove) kept twitching and that use to the Vietcong, a soldier (hofow) stokes a fire
one Gl commented, “"He's got ghosts in him.” with the baskets used to dry rice and roots.




them civilians—to us they were VC'

an's form, a head, appeared from some brush.
All the other Gls started firing at her. aiming
at her, firing at her over and over again. She
had slumped over into one of thoese things that
stick out of the rice paddies so that her head
was a propped-up target. There was no attempt
to question her or anything. They just kept
shooting at her. You could sce the bones fly-
ing in the air chip by chip. Jay and 1, we just
shook our heads.™

“There were a whole lot of Vietnamese peo-
ple that [ especially liked." recalls Sgt. Charles
West of his year in Vietnam. ""Most of them
were at this orphanage [ used to visit frequent-
ly after f came off field duty. I"d go down there
and the people would try to teach me more of
the Vietnamese language and they would ex-
plain a lot of customs that I wanted to know
something about.”

Charles West led his squad of 13 men
through the rice paddies and heard the sound
of gunfire. They were coming down a sharply
winding trail and were keeping a close watch
for booby traps. They turned a curve in the
trail and there, 25 feet ahead of them, were six
Vietnamese, some with baskets, coming to-
ward them. **These people were running into
us,” he says, “‘away from us, running every

which way. It’s hard to distinguish a mama-
san from a papa-san when everybody has on
black pajamas.” He and his squad opened fire
with their M16s. Then he and his men kept
going down the road toward the sound of the
gunfire in the village.

**1 had said in my heart already,” says West,
“and I said in my mind that | would not iet
Vietnam beat me. | had two accomplishments
to make. The first was to serve my govern-
ment and to accomplish my mission while 1
was in Vietnam. My second accomplishment
was to get back home.”

“*There was a little boy walking toward us in
a daze.” says Haeberle. **He'd been shot in
the arm and leg. He wasn't crying or making
any noise.” Haeberle knelt down to photo-
graph the boy. A Gl knelt down next to him.
“The GI fired three shots into the child. The
first shot knocked him back, the second shot
lifted him into the air. The third shot put him
down and the body fluids came out. The Gi
just simply got up and walked away. It was a
stroboscopic effect. We were so close to him it
was blurred.”

“The people who ordered it probably didn't
think it would look so bad,” says Sgt. Michael

A. Bernhardt, who asserts he refused to take
part in the killings.

As he entered the village, Bernhardt recalls,
a plane was circling above, warning the peo-
ple in Vietnamese to leave. ‘‘Leaflets were
dropped ahead of time, but that doesn't work
with the Vietnamese people. They have very
few possessions. The village we went into was

.a permanent-type village. It had hard walls,

tile roofs, hard floors and furniture. The peo-
ple really had no place to go. The village is
about all they have. So they stay and take what~
ever comes.

‘It was point-blank murder. Only a few of
us refused. [ just told them the hell with this,
I'm not doing it. I didn’t think this was a law-
ful order.”

““To us they were no civilians,” says Varnado
Simpson. ‘‘They were VC sympathizers, You
don’t call them civilians. To us they were VC.
They showed no ways or means that they
wasn’t. You don’t have any alternatives. You
got to do something. If they were VC and
got away, then they could turn around and
kill you. You're risking your life doing that
work. And if someone kills you, those peoplz

CONTINUED

“This man and two little boys popped up from no-
where,” says Haeberle. ““The Glis I was with
opened up, then moved in close to finish them,”
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SP4 VARNADO SIMPSON

Varnado Simpson of Jackson,
Miss. hasn’t forgotten the old
woman and the child, dead in a
smoldering doorway. *‘We saw a
man running away from us, but he
had a weapon. There were two run-
ningalong with him. What else was
there to do? Run up and beg them
to stop? I had orders to shoot any-
one that ran. They were about 20
yards away. I couldn’tsee the child.
Tused my M16. . . I noticed it was
a woman and child when | walked
over. It’s hard to tell what they are

Someone will always
be pointing a finger
at me and saying,

was one of them’

from the back. ... The man? He
got away.

*“They can’t punish me for that.
Big officials are saying it doesn’t
matter that we were under orders,
we're still guilty—but I don’t see
that. If you're under orders, you're
going to be punished for not do-
ing it and punished if you do. I
didn’t like what happened, but 1
didn’t decide.”

Simpson’s grandmother saw this
picture and said quietly, “Lord,
have mercy.”

PHOTOGRAPH © R.L. HAEOERLE

‘They might have been wild

Ex-Prc. CHARLES GRUVER

CONTINUED
aren’t going to feel sorry for you.”

Lt. William Calley Jr.’s platoon was
the first to arrive in the center of My-
lai. **There was about 40, 45 people
that we gathered in the center of the
village,” ex-Pvt. Paul Meadlo told
CBS News. ‘‘And we placed them in
there, and it was like a little island,
right there in the center of the village,
i'd say.

“Men, women, children. Babies.
And we all huddled them up. We
made them squat down, and Lieuten-
ant Calley came over and said, you
know what to do with them, don't
you? And 1 said yes. So I took it for
granted that he just wanted us to
watch them. And he left, and came
back about 10 or 15 minutes later, and
said how come you ain’t killed them
yet? And I told him that I didn’t think
you wanted us to kill them, that you
just wanted us to guard them. He said,
no, I want them dead. He stepped
back about 10, 15 feet, and he started
shooting them. And he told me to
start shooting. So I started shooting,
I poured about four clips into the
group.

**] fired them on automatic—you
just spray the area and so you can’t
know how many you killed 'cause
they were going fast.

*‘We're rounding up more, and we
had about seven or eight people. And
we was going to throw them in the
hootch, and well, we put them in the
hootch and then we dropped a hand
grenade down there with them. And
somebody holed up in the ravine, and
told us to bring them over to the ra-
vine, so we took them back out, and
led them over too—and by that time,
we already had them over there, and
they had about 70, 75 people, all gath-
ered up. So we threw ours in with them
and Lieutenant Calley told me, he
said, Meadlo, we got another job to
do. And so we walked over to the peo-
ple, and he started pushing them off
and started shooting . . . off into the
ravine. Itwasa ditch. Ands
ed pushing them off and we started
shooting them, so altogether we just
pushed them all off, and just started
using automatics on them. Men,
women, and children.

‘*‘And babies. And so we started

O we Blart
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Ex-SGT. CHARLES WEST

shooting them, and somebody told us
to switch off to single shot so that we
could save ammo. So we switched off
to single shot, and shot a few more
rounds.”

““There was no expression on the
American faces,” says Haeberle. *'[
couldn’t believe it. They were destroy-
ing everything. They were doing it all
very businesslike. The Vietnamese
saw the Americans but didn’t run.
They kept on walking until the Gls
saw them and started shooting. Some
of the people started pulling their an-
imals off the road and hiding behind
trees. The Gls were opening up with
M16s, machine guns and grenade
launchers. The grenade launcher
made a KAPLOW sound.”

Pfc. Charles Gruver of Tulsa, Okla.,
was the first eyewitness to report what
he had seen to his old friend Ron Ri-
denhour, the man who set off the new
Army investigation by writing to con-
gressmen. Gruver says he had been in
other operations around Mylai, **but
we had never killed civilians before.
We had never been under orders to
wipe things out before.”

Gruver told Ridenhour of seeing a
small boy, about three or four years
old: ““The boy was clutching his
wounded arm with his other hand
while blood trickled between his fin-
gers. He just stood there with big eyes
staring around like he didn’t under-
stand. Then the captain’s RTO [radio
operator] put a burst of 16 [M16] fire
into him.”

*On other missions,”” says Sgt. West,
“‘the GIs would take their fruit and
maybe a can of pork and beans and
give the rest to the Vietnamese peo-
ple. 1 always thought it would be a
treat if 1 could give them my pears or
my peaches or something like that.
The people seemed like they appre-
ciated it.

““Fust about anywhere we went on
an operation we.always had kids fol-
lowing us, and most of the kids we
would know by name. In a lot of cases
1 could actually say the people were
actually looking out for us. Kids
would meet us two or three miles out-
side a village. We didn’t have to use




NINE RULES

Remember we are guests here: We make no
demands and seek no special treatment,

Join with the people ! Understand their life,use
phrases from their fanguage and honor their
customs and laws.

Treat women with politeness and respect.

NINE RULES

FOR PERSONNEL OF US - MILITARY
ASSISTANCE COMMAND, VIETNAM

The Vietnamese have paid a heavy price in
suffering for their long fight against the commu-
nists, We military men are in Vietnam now because
their govemnment has asked us lo help its soldiers
and people in winning their struggle. The Viet Cong
will attempt to turn the Vietnamese people again-
st you. You can defeat them at every turn by the
strength, understanding, and generosity you dis-
play with the people. Here are nine simple rules:

Moake personal friends among the soldiers and
common people.

Always give the Vietnamese the right of way.

Be alert to security and ready to react with
your military skill.

Don't attract attention by loud, rude or unu-
sual behavior.

Avoid separating yourself from the people by
a display of wealth or privilege.

Above all else you are members of the U S
Military Forces on a difficult mission, responsi-
DISTRIBUTION — 1 to each member of the ble for all your official and personal actions.

United States Armed Forces in Vietnam Reflect honor upon yourself and the United
States of America.
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KEY PHRASES.

ENGLISH VIETNAMESE
Halt Bung lai

Lay down your gun Bubng sing xung
Put up your hands Dua tay len

THE ENEMY IN YOUR HANDS

h
Keep your hands on your head  Dua tay l2n dau AS A MEMBER OF THE US MILITARY FORCES,

| will search you Tsi khém 8ng ;l(K)IUSON“EIi'lLLOFC(\';\)/'ﬁLEOw\gHT C'I;Hg c()ZFENEVA
) NVENTION 1949
Do not talk Dung néi chuyén TO WHICH YOUR COUNTRY ADHERES. UNDER
Walk there Lei ding kia THESE CONVENTIONS :
. ) YOU CAN AND WiLL
Right YOU CAN AND wilL
Turn Rig Xay bea phii DISARM YOUR PRISONER
Turn Lelt Xay ben tesi IMMEDIATELY SEARCH HIM THOROUGHLY

REQUIRE HIM TO BE SILENT
SEGREGATE HIM FROM OTHER PRISONERS
GUARD HIM CAREFULLY
* The courage and skill of our men in battle ?g(lfR E"(g‘MJ? g’éi PLACE DESIGNATED BY
wil be malched by thir magnanimity vhen the batley oy CANNOT AND MUST NOT
onds. And oll American military action in WEAT YOUR PRISONER

will stop as soon as aggression by others is stoptfILIATE OR DEGRADE HIM
TAKE ANY OF HIS PERSONAL EFFECTS WHICH
DO NOT HAVE SIGNIFICANT MILITARY VALUE
FUSE HIM MEDICAL TREATMENT IF REQUIRED
21 August 1965 Lyndon B. WVAILABLE

ALWAYS TREAT YOUR PRISONER HUMANELY

THE ENEMY IN YOUR HANDS

1. HANDLE HIM FIRMLY, PROMTPLY, BUT HUMANELY.

The captive in your hands must be disarmed, searched, secu-
red and watched. But he must also be treated at all timesuss a humnan being. He
must not be tortured, killed, muctilated, <r degraded, even if he refuses to talk.
IF the captive is 8 woman, treat her with all respect due her sex.

2. TAKE THE CAPTIVE QUICKLY TO SECURITY

As soon es possible evacuate the captive to a place of safety snd
interrogation designated by your commander. Military documents taken from the
captive are also sent to the interrogators, but the captive will keep his personal
equipinent except weapons.

X MISTREATMENT OF ANY CAPTIVE IS A CRIMINAL OFFENSE.
EVERY SOLDIER IS PERSONALLY RESPONSIBLE FOR THE ENEMY IN HIS
HANDS.

It is both dishonorable and foolish to mistreat a captive. it is also a
punishable offense. Not even a beaten enemy will surrender it he knows his
captors will torture or kill him. He will resist and make his capture more costly.
Fair treatment of captives encourages the enemy ‘o surrender.

4. TREAT THE SICK AND WOUNDED CAPTIVE AS BEST YOU CAN.

The captive saved may be an intelligerce source. In any case he is
a human being and must be treated like one. The soldier who ignoies the sick
and wounded degrades his uniform.
.

5. . ALL PERSONS IN YOUR HANDS, WHETHER SUSPECTS, CiVI-
LIANS, OR COMBAT CAPTIVES, MUST BE PROTECTED AGAINST VIOLENCE,
INSULTS, CURIOSITY, AND REPRISALS OF ANY KIND.

Leave punishment to the courts and judges. The soldier shows his strength
by his fairness, firmness, and humanity to the persons in his hands.

11
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. Harass enemy

GUIDANCE FOR COMMANDERS IN VIETNAM

(

X 4 prepared
to ambush

BPrY 2
Sl

ation by raids
and ambushes,

. Use your firepower with care and disccimina-

tion, particularly in populated areas.

. Capitalize on psywar opportunitine,

Assist in '"revolutionary development” with em-
phasis on priority areas and on civic action
wherever feasible.

. Encourage and help Vietnameese military and

paramilitary units; involve them in your opera-
tions at every opportunity.

Be smarter and more skillful than the enemy;
stimulate professionalism, alertness and tacti-
cal ingenuity; scize every opportunity to enhan-
ce training of men and units.,

. Keep your officers and men well informed,

aware of the nine rules for personnel of MACYV,
and mindful of the téchniques of ist
insurgency and the rolc of free world forces

in Vietnam,

13. Maintain an alert ''open door" policy on com-
plaints and a sensitivity to detection and cor-
rection of malpractices.

14. Recognize bravery and outstanding work..

15, Inspect frequantly units two echelons below
your level to insure compliance with the
foregoing.

MACV 68-4 22/7/66

EXHIBIT



———— g N  Quang Ngai Province

Son Tinh, 28 March 1968 ' Son Tinh Distriect
No. 181/HC/STM -

FROM: 1LT Tran Kgoc Tan
Son Tinh District Chief

T0: Quang Ngal Province Chief:

SUBJECT: Confirmation of Allied Troopa Shooting at the Residents of Tu Cung
Hemlet, Coordinates BS 721795 ' ’

It 1s respectfully reported that:

On 19 March 1968, an element of the US Forces (unspecified, becavse this
District Headquarters had not been notified of the operationg conducted an opera=
tion at Tu Cung Hamlet (BS 721795), Son My Village, Son Tinh District. It was
reported that when the element entered the hamlet, one of its members was killed
gnd some others wounded by a VC booby-trapped mine. At this time the VC opened

up flercely from their positions in the hamlet. Meanwhile, the US troops used
intense firepower while moving in with artillery and air support, inflicting
injuries on a nmumber of hamlet residents because the VC mingled with the popul-
ation. , S

Observation by this Headquarters:

The Tu Cung Hamlet and the two neighboring hamlets, e.g., My Lai
(BS 737800) and Van Thien (BS 794804), in Son My Village had become insecure
since 1964, so the administrative authorities of these areas had been forced to
flee to Son Long (BS 638756), leaving these hamlets under VC control. Casualties
were ynavoidably caused to the hamlets residents during the firefight, while .
the local administrative authorities were not present in the area. The enemy may
take advantage of this incident to undermine, through fallacious propaganda, the -
prestige of the RVNAF, and frustrate the Govermnment's rural pacification efforts.

' Respectfully yours,

_ (Signed and Sealed)
Copies to:
52 and S3, Quang Ngal Seotor HQ

EXHIBIT M-5
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Exhibit M-6|is published in Volume III,

Book 3,

Reports.
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http://www.loc.gov/rr/frd/Military_Law/pdf/RDAR-Vol-IIIBook3.pdf#page=236
http://www.loc.gov/rr/frd/Military_Law/pdf/RDAR-Vol-IIIBook3.pdf#page=236
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1. T WOULD LIKE TO PASS ON THE FOLLOWING MESSAGE FROM
GEN WESTMORELAND:

OP MUSCATINE CONTACT NORTHEAST OF QUANG NGAI CITY
ON 16 MARCH DEALT ENEMY HEAVY BLOW. CONGRATULATIONS TO
OFFICERS AND MEN OF C/1-20 INF AND B/4-3’INF FOR OUT-~
STANDING ACTION.
2. I ADD MY CONGRATULATIONS FOR THE TEAM WORK AND
AGGRESSIVENESS EXHIBITED BY THE ABOVE MENTIONED COM-
PANIES AND TO ALL OTHERS PARTICIPATING IN THIS OPERATION.

20



|Exhibit M-8| and |[Exhibit M-9| are published

in Volume III, Book 2, Directives.
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http://www.loc.gov/rr/frd/Military_Law/pdf/RDAR-Vol-IIIBook2.pdf#page=62
http://www.loc.gov/rr/frd/Military_Law/pdf/RDAR-Vol-IIIBook2.pdf#page=141
http://www.loc.gov/rr/frd/Military_Law/pdf/RDAR-Vol-IIIBook2.pdf#page=62
http://www.loc.gov/rr/frd/Military_Law/pdf/RDAR-Vol-IIIBook2.pdf#page=141

EXTRACT OF EXHIBIT M-10

(MAJ Watke's letter, 16 March 1968)

16 March 1968

PO BE B B

A new operation began this morning in our area of the division
operational area so 1t meant we had an early rise. The briefing
started at 0615 and we took off at 0700. We had a large number of
people exit from the assault area but only one man had a weapon and
we did not get him. About an hour after we came on station we
observed what we thought was a mortar. We Inserted the infantry
on top of the hill. It was so rough we couldn't land thg,aircraft.
We finally inserted only one squad and they did find 40 mortar
rounds but no tube.. We inserted a demolition team and fhey (mortars)
were blown in place. It was a good operation because the infantry

battalion in the area will not search this hill.

We Jjust had an OH-23 ciip a tree so the blade 1s probably shot.
It reaily doesn't bothermme except that the blade are near impossible
to obtain. At this very moment we have nofflyable 23's. Maintenance
has just examined our ship & we do require a héw blade. We have Just
located a large homemade antenna, so we are dispatching a slick to call

in artillery.

A CT COPY:

_ EXHIBIT M-10
77L. co

MAJ, AGC 23
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EXTRACT OF EXHIBIT M-11

(MAJ Watke's letter, 17 March 1968)

17 March 1968

R R RN

I did not go to the field location with the company today
but I did have a full day. I attended the routine company.
briefing at 06U45. The battalion meeting at 0730 and a meeting
with Gen Young, the Asst Div Cmdr over an incident in the field
yesterday. It did not involve my unit but some of my people
were witnesses. I did go to church although I was a little
late (as usual). This afternoon I and the battalion/Commander,
L/Col Hoiiiday flew to Duc Pho to talk to the brigade commander
reference my unit and its capabilities. Upon my return I met
with all my newly assigned personnel. Originally I talked with5
each one as he Joined us but now I'm not around enough so the
X0 has taken this chore. We occasionally get into our little

division paper.

A TRUE EXTRACT COPY:

H%

MAJ, AGC EXHIBIT M-Il
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EXTRACT OF EXHIBIT M-12

(MAJ Watke's letter, 18 March 1968)

18 March 1968
P I

I had a meeting today at 9AM with L/Col Holliday, Gen
Young, Col Hendgrson, CO of 11th Bde and L/Col Barker, CO of
an infantry battalion. My people observed an unfortunate act
the other day and I reported 1it. .Col Henderson has been directed
to investigate it and make a report to the Commanding General.

I didn't make any friends byt my consclence 1is clear.

A TRUE EXTRACT COPY:

v

MAJ, AGC

EXHIBIT M-12
27 |



L MY hw B Ly BY L/ A
Mg 0. ot 074538 g T e 2 770 Q

Here .fnwl e /23 Avw Bw '-"\/\'<,/—~~

VIA AIR MAIL

/7 M;/mu, De, e
C%/Wné"-’, Ge 3/903

. es £ W Aasrxe
|

28



10 December 1969

The Chief of Staff
United Statees Army
Washington, D. C. 20310

Dear General Westmoreland:

1. Following the My Lal operation 16 March 1968, 1 conducted a command
inquiry based upon an eyewitness report which suggested that noncombatants
had possibly been killed by "wild shooting" of ground troops and gunships
and by command channel reports that twenty noncombatants had been killed
by artillery and gunship fire. This inquiry was initiated by me without
guidance or knowledge of any higher headquarters. Consequently, the
depth of the inquiry was based solely upon my judgment. I did not treat
it lightly; however, I was unable to produce a single additional witness
or a thread of evidence to substantiate the eyewitnesses yeport. An
effort to conduct a sweep in the objective area on 17 March 1968, which
could possibly have more positively identified cause of noncombatant
deaths and shed additional light on the subject was aborted. Following
the initial inquiry and again as a part of the formal report of investi-
gation, I advised my Division Commander that irresponsible acts of killing
noncombatants did not occur. I currently maintain that conviction. This
judgment was mine alone, and I am unwilling to share the responsibility
with anyone. I informed the Board of Investigation, headed by Lieutenant
General Peers, of this position at the conclusion of my testimony on

'2 December 1969.

2. I continue to maintain the highest admiration, confidence, and faith
in the integrity, fighting qualities and courage of the officers and men,
1lth LIB, present during the alleged incident.

3. In the interest of strengthening the American people's confidence in
its Army, and to halt a growing disenchantment within the Army junior
officer corps, a speedy decision 1s urgently needed. Consequently, I
urge that the Army announce its findings even though the current investi-
gation proceeds and that the responsibllity without qualification be
assigned solely to me. I, of course, defer to the Army the manner and
substance of such announcement.

Respectfully,

ORAN K. HENDERSON
Colonel, Infantry

EXHIBIT M-I3




Exhibit M-14] |[Exhibit M-15, and [Exhibit M-16

are published in Volume III,
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http://www.loc.gov/rr/frd/Military_Law/pdf/RDAR-Vol-IIIBook3.pdf#page=405
http://www.loc.gov/rr/frd/Military_Law/pdf/RDAR-Vol-IIIBook3.pdf#page=296
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A new wing capable of
housing 150 to 200 stu~
dents was dedicated last
week in the village of Duc
Fho,

The wing, product of
a six-week program under-
taken by the 20th Civil

4 IFRAM/H) CRL JSHLS

ENEMY STRONGHOLD

For the third tlme in recent weeks 11th Brigade
infantrymen of Task Force Barker raided a Viet Co;lg
stronghold known as "Ph)kv:l.lle" six miles northeasc
of Quang Ngal.

"Jungle Warriors," together with artillery and
helicopt8r support hit the village of My l2i lawt Fri-
day morning. Contacts throughout the morning and ear-
1y afternoon resulted in 128 eneny killed, 13 suspects

Affairs Co.'s 4th Platoon
and the people of Duc FPho,
contains s8ix new class-
rooms for the high school,
On hand far the dedi-
cation. ceremony held in
the shhool compound were
CPT Nguyen, Dai Uy of Duc
Pho; the village council;
MAJ Carl R. Smith, MACV II
leader, and the ' officers
and men of the CA platoon,
COL Oban K.  Henderson,
11th Infantry Brigade com-.
manding officer, also at-
tended the dedication, as
well as representatives of
the Americal Division's
G=5 section, -
. Guest of honor far .
the occasion Wwas CPT
Wyckliffe T, Watson, CA
platoon commander, . far
(SCHOOL-Cont., on Page &)

ENEMY BULLET 3P[AVS
INTO SOLDIER'S WALLET

Specia]d.et Four George Rucloaan is walking around
with a hole in his wallet, instead of a Purple Heart
on his chest,

The hole is a souvenir left by the V:I.et Cong when
they a.mbushed two trucks carrying a platoon from L2
Iiz to 2 petrol mission., SF4 Ruckman, commo chief for
WE" Company, 3d Battalion, 18t Infantry, was riding on
the back of the seat in the lead truck when they were
attacked. ]

He described the action: "A hand grenade went off
between the trucks, injuring some of the personnel in
the second truck. As we called for a medic, small
arms fire began coming in., I felt a sharp sting in my
rear, ard thought it was fregment from the grenade be~
cause everybody was yedling they'd bech hit by frags."
(RUCKMAN Cont. on Page %)
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detained and three weapons
captured,

A Task Force Barker
company of the 1at Battal- -
ion, 20th Infantry con-
ducted a combat assault

west of My Lai and quickly

killed one VC while moving .
away from the L2, "Shark®™

"gunships from the 174th

Aviation Company ~killed
fowr more enemy during the
assault, ’

* "Aero Scout" helicop-

#: ters from the 123d Avia=~
¥ tion Company were support-
_ing the infantrymen and
e killed two

. - "War Lords"
g 40 60mm mortar rounds.

enemy. The
also located

The infantry company,
lod by CPT Ernest Medina,
engaged and killed 14 VC
and captured three M! ri-
fles, 'a radic and enemy-
documents, while A moving
towards the village. One
of the ten suspects appre=
hended by the company told
an interpreter that 35 VC
had moved into the village
two hours earlier,

- A8 the '"Warriors®
moved through the mrshes
2 mile west of My lai they
counted 69 enemy bodies

“ killed. by ground troops

and a battery of the 6th
Battalion, t1th Artillery,
The battery, commanded by
CPT Steven Gambel, fired
on the enemy from a loce-

_tion three miles to the

(BARKER Cont. on page 3)
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Rabies is an acute, deadly virus, transmitted in
the saliva of a rabid animal, Everywhere we go in
Vietnam we find & gs, ‘monkeys and other animals that
could be rabid.

. Dogs anl monkeys abound in the field, and many
units keep them as mascots,

Although we usuadly associate rabies w1th dog
bites, the disease can be transferred by a friendly
lick on broken skin,

Rabies is a very common dlsease in Vietnam, and
any animal that bites 2 human should be considered
rabid until proven otherwise, Rabid animals will usu-
ally arpear to be sick, my act in an unusuval manner,
and should be avoided,

Rabies in man is always fatal, if not treated by
medical facilities, If bit-

ten, immediate first aid by e
ré" Y
to help prevent rabies, but is
( e Q@V

delivered to the veterinary ; :‘“ s ¥~
If it is absolutely necessary / )
that would make the necessary

Despite popular.belief, the treatment for rabies
treatment is hondled with little discomBort to the pa=-
bies, but we can avoid the disease. Irmunize animals
decal attentlon.
improvement, the 29th Civil Affairs Co,'s 4th Platoon,

The pigs, accorfling to 1LT Thomas G..Jones, will
most of Vietnam, for that .

HAPLAIN'S
K HAG %

By Chaplain (MAJ) Carey

TWO PIED F(R M~
\

. . H

An  overloaded ship,!
running before -a storm,,
suf "‘ered severe damnnzs.!

Obviously it would hav:

be abandoned. When 1if
boats were counted howevar

it was discovered thdt

there was not room for all

the passengers and crew,

Someone suggested lots
be cast to se¢ who would
have the privelige of a
lifeboat seat, and who
would remain behind to
face certain death,

Among those who lost
was a wicked sailor, When
he heard his fate, = he
turned deathly pale, and
was heard to mutter,
"Iost,..lost eternally!®

Suddenly he was picked

up bodily and thrown un-.
ceremoniously into. the
last 1lifeboat as it was
lowered over the side. The
man who did it called af-
ter him, "You're not ready
to die, but I am; so Im
willing to offer my life
for yours just to be sure
I meet you in Heaven!"
-~ The specker was an old
sailor who had often test-
ified to the young -man
about the Iord, .

In years of falthful
servide that followed, he
was often heard to say,
"For e, TWO HAVE DIED!"

‘There may be some un-
saved individual who will
not have such a last
minute reprieve, Prepare
now, the reward is ever so
great: ETERNAL HAPPINESS!

he

e~

washing the wound with soap
and water is an effective way d' : "'
not a substitute for medical 7 F*W
care, The animal should be

"~ facility alive if possible for
ounarantine and examination.
to kill the animal it should 7 .7 \! : //
not be shot in the head since //1 AN
examination of the brain im- 7 <7 Rt
rossible,
is not worse than the disease itself, - A :suspected
case of rables, ivmedist8ly reported for medical
t:Lent amd very sdfely. :

We cannot eliminate completely the carriers of ra-
to rabics, stay away from animals which you suspect
may be rabid, and rpport any suspected rabies for med=-

PORKERS AID RN /\P MEPS

As part of its continuing program of agricultural
located at 1Z Bronco, distributed 32 purebred pigs to
32 farmers in the Duc FPho area,
be used for breeding a superior grade of stock by the
villagers, "Most of the pig stock in Duc Pho, and
matter, is unsuitable for | Brigade Commander

efficient domestic use," | Information Officer

LT Jones said, "These | TRIDENT OIC 2LT ARTHUR J. DUNN

pigs should improve the | News Chief SFC JOHN STONICH |

stock greatly,." Editor SP5 JAY A. ROBERTS
Plap for the breeding | Staff Reporters: SPh's James Ford, Dean  Pohland,

program” is, according to
LT Jones, to have -each’
villager who is given a
pig return one of the pigs
from the first litter the
new pig produces to the CA
platoon., These, in turn,
will be given to other
(PIG8" Cont..on Page 4)«

lie and
The TRIDENT is
sion of the IO,
ized publication. This

be duplicated or released

| $hose of the Department of

Kevin Howe and PFC's Kenneth Ains-

published weekly under the supervi-

11th Infantry Brigade as an author-
publication is 'solely
personnel in the 11th Infantry Brigade and mey not

ions bxpressed herein do not necessarily represent

COL ORAN K. .HENDERSON |
1LT JOHN W, MOODY

lawrence Mollner

‘for’

to the news media,

Opin~

the Army.
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¢ .butv. Qw?)f;‘np ‘ée Ic ecked
for possible dnjury, he
found one big bruise and
one hole in his wallet.

The bullet had first
hit the radio strapped to
the back of OSP4 George
MeMurty, radio telephone
operator for "E" Coi, who
was riding in the rear of
the truck., It then rico-
chetted off the side bar
of the truck, the front
bar of the tyuck bed, .and
was stopred by Ruckmant's
wallet,

"It didn't hit any
money," he said, "but it
went through my ration
card, a ricture of my girl
and some other papers I
was carrying," He 1is
still carrying the bullet
that did the damage...in
his wallet, of course,

ENEMY GAINS AVANTAGE
WITH "LOST" U5, WEAPONS

Few itmms of equipment are -as important to the
individual soldier as his personal weapon. .

Nevertheless, weapons, like other pieces of is-
sued ecuipment have a way of getting lost or stolen.

Since April, 1967, soldiers of the Americal Divi-

sion have lost nearly 100

weapons through theft or

misplscement, a loss, in money alone, of $11,155.

According to Americal

monetary loss, through Reports of Survey,

Division spokesmen, this
has - been

largely recavered by holding the: responsible soldiers

liable for their value.

In a recent letter on control and safeguarding of

small arms, Major General Samel- W,

Koster stated

that: "What concerns me even more than the cost of
these weapons and the effort required to rerlace them
is that thére is a strong possibility that these wea-
pons may eventually end up in the hands of the enemy."

He noted that investigations have shown that "ne-

glect or carilessness is the proximate cause."

Gen,

Koster added: "This is an indication that there is in-
sufficient command emphasis placed on the safeguarding

CHIDREN SPAN LANGUAGE BARRIER

Tiny hands are reach-
ing half way across the
world to create a Dbetter
understanding between two
nations, the United States
and Victnam,

The hands belong to
34 Victnamese children amd
children of a first grade
school class in Saint lou-
ie Park, Minnesota, Iang-
vage is ‘no barrier,
deseribing the people,
customs, dress, and other
aspects of each country
hand drawings by the chil-

dren,  condensed into
scrapbooks, are to be ex~
changed between the
groups.

_ ALl pictures are ex-
plained wi th English words
but the Vietnamese chil-
dren go one step further
and put the Vietnamese
translation under the Eng-
lish wrd, o

The - exchange project
was initiated by SF) How=
ard Goldberg of Headouar-
ters and Headcuarters Com-
pany, who works in the
Brigade S~5 Section.
Goldberg is an English
teacher at the Catholic
Orprhanage in Duc Pho,
Victnam where he gives ons
hour 1lessons to children
between seven and eleven
years of age six days a-
week,

In -

‘School.

sWhile thinking = of
gome ways to make ‘the
classes nore intéresting
he came up with the idea
of having each pupil make
an individual scrapbook.
A lettgr to  Mr, Robert M.
Doughérty, Principal of
St. Iouis Park's Aoculla
Elementary School, out-

Jrer ozl

lined Goldberg's exchange
of ideas and the first
grade teachers were en-
thused, Crayons, diction-

"aries and other supplies

were quic "donated ‘and
shipped to Goldberg for
uwse by the Vietnamese

"children,

Scrapbooks have  al-
ready been completed by
Goldberg's class and will
soon be on their way to
Minnesota and the students’
of Aquila Elementary

ican students has been

started and according to
(TINY HANDS Cont. on pg &)

35

- enemy soMiers

Work by the Amer- .

of personal weepons, par-
ticularly in such areas as

‘post exchanges, mess halls
‘and clubs,"

He - concluded that:
"Effective immediately,
whenever a weapon is lost
or stolen, I desire that a
letter from the commander
concerned be addressed to .
me, explaining the circum-
stances. of the loss or
theft, and what actions
had been taken prior to
and after the loss, I ex-
pect all levels of cammand
to give their personal at-
tention to the security of
wea .'" L
iR Cont. from page 1)
north, A .platoon of "Bar-
ker's Bastards™ from the
4th Battalion, 3d Infantry
was airlifted into a po-
sition south of My Ilai, -

‘The unit, led by 2LT Tom

Willingham, engaged an un-
known number -of enemy
along the beach one half

‘mile south of the village,

When contact was broken 30
Viet Cong lay dead,

Early in the after-
noon the platoon observed
escaping
into a tunnel complex,
Eight of the enemy were
killed armd web gear, hand
grenades, and small arms
ammunition was recovered.

- The three recent en-
gagements by the 11th Bri-
gade in the My Lal-Pink-
ville area has cost enemy
forcew a total of 276 men.



SCHOOL
{CoNT TRGM PAGE 1]
whom the high school wing
"was named,

The building program,
according to 11T Thomas G,
Jones of the CA Platoon;
is geared
Vietnamese people as much
as possible in these proj-
ects, The village council
usually = céntracts laber
from a local building fim
and we supply the mater-
ials for building." These
materials, he said, come
from the brick factory in
Duc Pho run by the 2%th CA
Co,, and surplus or scrap

. lumber.
\}’he{'

buildlng projects under
this program are presently
underway, including %the
nearly-completed Duec Pho
Elementary School and be=
ginning construction omn
the Pho Bienh Elementary
School

e - -

DOINTERS FOD

Enlisted men serv1ng
with the U.S. Atmy have an
opportunity to . attend the
U,S, Military Academy at
West Point - if they aprly

- and qualify,

,This "gateway to the
Foint™ is the U,S, Milit-
ary  Academy Preparatory
School, located at. Ft.
Belvoir, Va. Application
to the school is Iimited
to enlisted men on active
duty who have been momin-
ated for an appointment to
West Foint, ‘can present

academic credentials that
predict success at the
preraratory school, &how

that they have no discual=-
ifying physical defects
‘and h~ve enough time re-
maining in service to car-
ry them through July of
the yerr following enroll=-
ment in the school.

"to involve the -

‘school’

. AR 350-55.

BRIG,
OF MULES

CADE NCG DECALLS DAYS
AND SEMAPHORES

"Twenty~-nine years ago infantry weayons-were car-

ried on pack mules,

first sergeant rode horseback.

Only the company

commander and
Everyone else walked,"

SFC Julius S, COross, now in an. Armw that travels
by hellcopter or ammored personnel carrier at a mom-

ent!s notice, hasnft forgotten what it was
He began his carger as a farrier
for Co, I of the 38th Infantry at Ft.

he entered the Army,

like when

Douglas, Utah,

His job was sheeing and caring for the compeny'!s mules

and horses,

(SCHOCL Cont, from pg. 1)
vill-gers wunder the same
rlan,

. "We hope to have a
eontinually expanding pro-
gram, " LT Jone said,

_ Other agricultural
projects undertaken by the
platoon in a Jjoint effort
wibh the villrgers inclade
a rebbit breeding program
and the introductiog of
hlgh—yield, hybrid strains
of rice to 1mporve the lo-
cal crop,

POINT HOPEHLIS

Applicants must be
citizens of the U.5., of

good moral chrracter, be
at least 17 and no nmore
than 22 years old on July
1 of the year the -appli-
cant plans to enter the
USMA, be unmarried and not
previously married, be a
high school graduate and
medically ocualified,

The school provides a
10-month course in academ-
ic subjectt and physical
training to prepare men to
attend the Academy. Poli-
cies and procedures for
nerollment are outlined in
Further infor-
metion may be obtained by
writing the Commondant,
U.S, Military fcademy Pre-
prratory School, Ft, Bel-
voir, Va., 22060, or by
seeing your :re-enlistment
NCO

Now assistant operations
sergeant for 3rd Bn., 1st
Inf., SGT, Cross began ac-
tive duty in Feb., 1940,

"There was no
basic training system.
I wes assigned specifical-
1y to the company. 4&n NCO
was aprointed by the first
sergeant to give us boot
training, We were given
general training necessary
for a unit, plus training
in our individual field.
I was given instruction in
the Army method of caring
for animels,®

"The only radio com~
munication we had was be-
tween battalion and regi-
ment. Commo between smal=-
ler units was carried out
by semarhore, a system us-
ing flags; aml at night,
Morse ccde using lights,
We also had runners +to
carry written messages,"

Throughout “he years,
SFC. Cross has been atle
to watch the -seriice
change from a horse~power-
2d Army to a highly mobile
and fast-hitting force,
{TINY HANDS Cont.from 3g 3)
Mr. Dougherty they will be
forwarded to SPF4 Goldberg
when they are finished,

So a 1ittle bit of
crayon, pieces of paper,
bits of string and many
youthful imaginations are
being put ‘together to
bring two nations, already
fighting side by side,
into closer hﬂrmony.
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19 December 1969
MEMORANDUM FOR: LTG WILLIAM R. PEERS

SUBJECT: Interview with Mrs. Dorothy M. Barker

1. Upon receiving the verbal order from COL Franklin, I
departed for Hollywood, Florida, on 15 December 1969 to
interview Mrs. Dorothy M. Barker, wife of LTC Frank A. Bar-
ker - deceased.

2. The purpose of this interview was to obtain Mrs. Barker's
permission to peruse the personal effects of LTC Barker and
determine 1f there were any documents, letters, etc., that
made reference to Task Force Barker's combat assault on My
Lai (4) on 16 March 1968. Also to ascertain if there was

any evidence to prove or indicate that LTC Barker made on
investigation of this incident.

3. About 152030 Dec 69, I met with Mrs. Barker in her
residence at 1618 Madison Street, Hollywood, Florida, and
informed her of the purpose of my visit. Mrs. Barker made
available to me two cardboard boxes containing LTC Barker's
personal effects and gave me her permission to look tlirough
them. Perusal of these items did not produce any report of
investigation that was conducted by LTC Barker. Attached
as Inclosures 1 - U4 are the only documents found that could
be of some significant value.

I, Mrs. Barker also agreed to let me hear the the three tape
recordings that were in LTC Barker's personal effects but
stated that her tape recorder was broken and would borrow
one from a friend. Taking into consideration that it was
late in the evening and Mrs. Barker had to work and go to
school the next day, it was decided to postpone the playing
of the tapes until the following day.

5. At 161900 December 1969, I met Mrs. Barker at her residence

as agreed and played the- tapes. All three tapes were per-
sonal in nature and had no bearing on the My Lai (4) inci-

dent.

EXHIBIT M-I8
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6. Mrs. Barker was very cooperative and willing to release

any documents that would be pertinent to this inquiry. She

assured me that I had seen all of the documents and related

papers that she possessed. She further stated that LTC Bar-
ker did not mention My Lai (4) or an investigation when she

last saw him in Hawaiil while he was on R&R from 28 April to

4 May 1968. I thanked Mrs. Barker for her assistance and

cooperation and departed.
é;inLkuJ//;' uuum4<:

4 Inel EDWARD F. HOWSKI

1. S.0. U5, dtd 14 Feb Major, MPC
68, HQ, Americal Investigating Officer
Div

2. Ltr of Commendation,
dtd 27 Mar 68

3. Vol I, No 7 -~ 1lth
Inf Bde "Trident"
newspaper

4. 11th Inf Bde Combat
Action Report, dtd
28 Mar 68
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$.0. 45, dated 14 February 1968, HQ, Americal
Division is published as Exhibit M-103.

Letter of Commendation, dated 27 March 1968,
is published as Exhibit M-90. ‘

Congratulatory Message from MG Koster 1is
published as Exhibit M-7.

Vol I, No 7 -- 1llth Inf Bde "Trident'" news-
paper is published as Exhibit M-17.

1ith Inf Bde Combat Action Report, dated 28
March 1968, is published as Exhibit R-2.
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Exhibit M-19 is published in Volume III,

|B_ook 3, Reports.
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http://www.loc.gov/rr/frd/Military_Law/pdf/RDAR-Vol-IIIBook3.pdf#page=545
http://www.loc.gov/rr/frd/Military_Law/pdf/RDAR-Vol-IIIBook3.pdf#page=545

21 January 1970

MEMORANDUM FOR RECORD

SUBJECT: Tape of Captain Lewellen

1. The original tapes (2 rolls) belonging to Captain Charles
R. Lewellen were received this date.

2, Per my instructions, Captain Lewellen executed a state-
ment to the effect that these tapes were recorded on 16
March 1968 at LZ Dottie (Incl 1).

3. Per my instructiens, Captain Lewellen improved our
original transcription (Exhibit M-20) to include the
"background" conversations within the TOC. These are
indicated by capital letters (Incl 2).

4, Two coples of this tape are being made for retention .
in our files, and the original tape will be returned to
Captain Lewellen.

2 Incl
as

L3 EXHIBIT M-20



DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY
Headquarters and Headquarters Company, The School Brigade, USAIS
Fort Benning, Georgia 31905

C-E-R-T-I-F-I-C-A-T-E

I certify that the two enclosed tapes marked TAPE Number 1 and TAPE Numbe,
2 are the original two tapes recorded by me on 16 March 1968 at LZ Dottie.
Republic of Vietnam. The tapes were recorded on a TOSHIBA tape recorder
model GT-500P. at 1 7/8 inches per second.

Qe ) gl

CPT, Infantry
Commanding

LY



SraTIoN

(Bryote 3)

Dolphin Lesd

Coyote 3
Helix 3)

Coyote 3 v
(Helix 33)

(Sane Drank Delta Mike)

(Helix 33)

(Dolphin Lead)

(Alpha Two)
(Alpha Three)

(Alpha Trail)
(Alpha Forur)

Coyote &

" (Dolphin Lead)

Coyote 6

(Dolphin Lead)

MESSAGE

They will ke controlled by Coyote Six.

The artillery has been informed of this
change. Over,

This is Dolphin Lead. Roger. Thank Y-u,
Holix Three Three., Coyote Three, Over.
Helix Three Three. Up your push. I°'ll be
in your area in about five minutes.

This is Coyote Three. Roger. Out.

Three Three. Radio Check.

This is Delta Mike. Loud and Clear. Over.
Roger. Same,
This is Lead. Commo check. Fox Mike,
Alpha Two

Alpha Three)

VHAT*S VIS CATT, SIGN?

Avpha Trail,

Alpha Four.

HOY *B UT TFT'S CALL TWD> AND

NONE: Alpha Two, Alpha Three, Alpha Trail,
and Alpha Four appear to be 1ift ships
answering FM commo check from Dolphin Les,

Coyote Six, Over.

THE "I¥A 2ULU____

This is Lead. Go shead,

This is Coyote Six., Time 0722, Over.

This is Lead. Roger.
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Coyote 23

(Coyote 65)
{Coyoteb)
(Dolphin Lead)
Coyote 6
(Dolphin Lead)
Coyote 6

(Dolphin Lead)
Warlord Alpha Lead

Coyote 65

Warlord Alpha Lead.

(Coyote 65)

(Warlird Alpha Lesd)

(Coyote 65)

Coyote 3
(Warlord Alpha Lead)

Coyote 6
Coyote 6

Crrrection Coyote Three. Coryote Two Three,
(garble) - Two Two., Over,

This 4s Six Five. Roger. Thank Y-u, Out.
This is Six, Over.

This is Lead.

Dolphin Lead. Coyote Six. Over.

This is Lead. Go ahead.

This is Coyote Six, Recommend landing to the
north. Over, »

This is Lead. Roger.

Coyote Three. Coyote Three. This is War-
lord Alpha Lead.

Coyote Six Five., Go shead.

Roger. This is Warlord Alpha Three -

Alpha Lesd. We'll be in our area in approx-
imately fifteen minutes on the recon.

This is Six Five. Real fine. Anything
futher. Over.

Negative, We'll stay up here so we can advise
you ~f anything we spot. Aprreclate if you'd
let us know if anything goes off different
than planned.

Six Five. Certainly will.

Warlord Lead. Coyote Three. Second LZ will
be stepped up spproximately six gero minutes. Ower.
Roger. Second LZ will be stepped up six gero
minutes., Thank you very much.

Helix Three Three. Coyote Six. Over.

Helix Three Three. Coyote Six, Over.



Helix 33
Coyote 6

Helix 33
Dolphin Lead
Coyote 6
Coyote 6
Dolphin Lead

Coyote 6

(Dolphin Lead)
Dolphin Lead

Coyote 6

(Dolphin Lead)

Coyote 6
Dolphin Lead
Coy-te 6
Dolphin Lead
(Helix 33)
Dolphin Lead
Coyote 6

Dolphin Lesd

Hoiix Three Three, Over.

This is Coyote Six, You realize the gun

target line from LZ Uptijht to LZ? Over.

Three Three, Affirmative.

Coyote Six. This is Dolphin Lead.

has’ 28 Coyote 8ix. Over.

Coyote Six., Over.

This is Dolphin Lead. We're three minutes

out at this time.

This is Coyote Six. Roger. Ko restrictions

on door gunners.

This 4s Lead. Roger.

This is Dolphin Lead. If you're not on your
marking run at this timwe I can just go right

on in and 1land. I see the 12. Yo you have to

put smoke in it,

This is Coyote Six., Roger. Waiting for compl‘&ion,
of last round of artillery. As soen as it's
complete I'11 go in for the mark,

This is Lead., Roger, Save us a lot of time if
you didn't mark. I see the LZ now at this time

to the west of the white smoke from the arti‘\.lev.
This is Coyote Six, That's affirm, Over.

Dolphin Lead., Is the artillery st-pped?

This is Coyote Six. Roger. Rounds complete. Over.
This is Lead. Roger. ,
I still see artillery cowing in there.

Coyote Six., This is Dolphin Lesd.

This is Coyote Six. Over.

This is Dolphin Lead. We're out of the L2, 13

appeared to be cold.



Coyote 6
C-yote 6
(Coyote 65)
Coyote 6

(Coyote 65)
Warlord Alpha Lead

Shark 6

(Warlord Alpha Lead)

(Shark 6)

(Warlord Alpha Lead)
(Helix 33)
Shark 6

Warlord Lead
(Shark 6)

(Warlord Lesd)
(Shark 6)

Coyote Six. Thank y-u., Oub,

Coynte Six Five, C-yote Six. Over.

Six Fyve. Go ahead.

Coyote Six., Touchdswn 0730, IZ appeared to be
eold, Over,

Six Mve. Thank you., Out,

In the vicinity of the first 1LZ. This is Wer-
1ord Lead., We'll be ~rniting te the s>uth of
the road. We have a Dink with a weapon we're
getting at thiw time.

HA HA HA -

This is Shark Six. Reger. Understand you will
be to the south of the road and say again the
part about the weapon.

Ah, Roger. We've got a Dink with a weapon dowm
here that we're getting at this time., If you'd
stay north and we'll stay south and out of
your way.

Roger. We're gring t» be working north of this
road,

Roger. We'll stay south.

AH SHY0T, THAT'S ONE DINK,

Three Three. There is also one running dowm
the road toward the eadt. Three Three. It's
Just to the left of you.

Warlord Lead. This is Shark Six..

This is Warlord Lead. Go ahead.

Reger. I'm going te come a little bit on your
side of the read. We've got one with a weapon
ever here.

Roger. Go get him.

Roger. It's just abeut fifty meters right over

here.



Coyote 6

(Dolphin Lead)
(Helix 33)

Warlord Alpha Lead

COYOTE 3

Dolphin Lead
Coyote 23
Dolphin Lead

Coyote 23
Warlord Alpha Lead
Helix 33

(Warlord Alpha Tead)

(Helix 33)

Helix 33
Coyote 23
(Dolphin Lead)
(Goyote 23) ‘
(Dolphin Tead)

Six. Over. This is Coyote Six. You sat it
seems to be hht, Did y-u receive fire when
you first went in. Over.

This is Lead. Negative reported fire from any
of the slicks. Over,

I got a couple of them down here reght under me
if the Shark could esme down here.

This is Warlord. We've got one rocket run in
progress now if you'll just stay where you are
we'll go past you,

THIS IS COYOTE THREE, OVER.

AH BRAVO WHAT ARE YOU DOING,

Coyote Two Three. This is Dolphin Lead.

This is Coyote Two Three.

This is Dolphin Lead., Ah...we gonna be able to
pick up all the pax on this last lift?

COME "N T%0 THREE,

Ah,,.Coyote Two Three. Yes. Over,

‘Warlord Alpha Lead.

Warlord. This is Helix Three Three.

Roger. Just trying to tell Shark Lead where
that smoke is there, we got a ecouple of Dinks
with weaps>ns., Ah...we got a low bird out there
looking st HER. Appreciate if they didn't put
any fire in that general aroa;

Helix Three Three. Some of 'em are excaping
back toward the ocean down this road.
Ah,..Roger.

Dolphin Lead. This is Coy-te Two Thywe. Over
Two Three. This is Lead.

Lead. This 1s Two Three. You got ‘em all., Ove.
This is Lead, Roger.



Coyote 23

(Coyote 65)
(Coyote 6)

Coyote 6
(Dolphin Lesd)

(Dolphin Lead)
(Warlord Alpha Lead)
Dolphin Lead
(Coyote 6)

Coyote 6
Shark 6

Coyote 6

Shark 6

Dolphin Lead

DOLPHIN LEAD

Coyote Three. This is Coyote Two Three. Lift
off...Secrnd ALt Off c-mpleted 0738,

Six Five. Thank you, Out,

Charlie Six, Ah...Coyote Six. Probaly en

the wrong push, Over.

Coyote Six. Over,

Coyote Six. This is Lead.

ANSWER HIM CNYOTE SIX.

Coyote Six. This is Lead.

Coyote Six, 7This is Warlord. Go ahead.

Coyote Six. This is Dolphin Lead. Approximately
four minutes out at this tiwme.

Roger.

This is Coyote Six. Over.

Cbjoth Six. Shark Six. If you'll look out to
the ea‘st of the first LZ we dropped a couple of
red smokes out here in a rice paddy: we jtst
killed two Dinks that got weap ns, hand gernades
and all the web gear in the world right out here
in this rice paddy.

This is Coyote Six. Roger. Thank you much. Out
Break, Charlie Six, Cnyote Six. Over.

Coyote Six, Shark Six., We also killed another
man to the south of the Lima Zulw. Ah,..had a
weapon and all the web gear in the world on him
also. We'll go back over there as soon as this
next Iift is in and mark his locatisn also (peuse)
Shark Six, Did you monitor,

PUT THEM ALL LIFUTENANT IN THE SAME COORDENATES.
This is Lead (garblod)...Pop smoke please.
(garbled)

BRAYO STX GOLB., DOLFHIN “EAD,
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ERAVO 6 GNIF

DALTEIN CEAD

Dolphin Lead

Dolphin Lead

DOLFHIN LEAD

(BRAVO 6)

DOLFHIN LEAD

DOLFHIN LW4D

Dolphin Lead

Warlord Alpha Lead

Coyote 6
(Shark 6)

TEAD, BRAVY STX GNTF, OVER,

THIS IS DOLORIN "EAD, DUTD Y™U FYP SMOKE ON

THF PZ.FLEASE,

Coyote Six. This is Bravo - - This is Dolphin Lead.

This is Dolphin Lead. On that second sortie into

_the first IZ we received fire c ming out of one

of the villages. The Sharks are over checking
it out now.

HELL0

THIS I5 DOLFHIN LEAD, GO,

ARE YU GNING T2 TAND FRCM THE S~UTH T2 NORTH?
HFLLO

DOUPHIN TEAD, ROGFR,

BRAVO STY. DOLPHIN ~FAD, ROGER,

" This is Dolphin Lead. The ships that have their

rotating beacons on at this time snly have five
people n board, Can you send one more pack out
to them?

This is Alpha Lead, Roger. Directly to the s~uth
of the IZ we had two Dinks with weapsns both of
them KIA now. Ah.,we are reconning now along the
peqinsula checking the people -ut that are

di di - ing the area and they are going out fast.
You've got the area to the south and to y-ur

west we're just covering it now.

This is Coyote Six, Thank You much, Out,

If you'll look almost due south of the 1Z you
will see some white smoke and also some red smoke,
at this location in a ditch right where the red
smoke is we've got a Dink with a weapsn and a whole
bunch of web gear on and in the general loecati-n
of the white smoke we got a eouple >f ammo boxes

and some m~re stuff that he threw down.

7
51



(Dolphin Lead)

Coyote 6
(Coyote 65)

Coyote 6

Coyote 65

Coyote 6
{Coyote 65)

Coyote 6

Coyote 65

Coyote 6
(Coyote 65)
Coyote 6

The red smoke is right on the Dink and the

white sm-ke is right on the ammo boxes éo if

you c-uld get somebody down there and p-lice

‘em up.

Six, I can take seven on all the aircraft except
three. That'll be six sircraft that will on...
that will have seven on board.

Six Five, This is Coyote Six. Over,

PROTECTOR TOC

Six Five. Go ahead,

PROTECTOR TOC

This is Coyote Six, ALl of Charlie's elements are
on the ground, They've had negative contact as’qf
yet. However, gunships have killed a total of six
VC with weap~ns; and Charlie Six is sending elements
~ut tn police up the weapons. Over,

TETY PAVE KITLED SEVEY

This is Coyote Six Fivﬁ. Roger on that., Total

of seven for the gunships. Over c unting war-
lord's Over,

This is C-yote Six, That’s affirmative,

MARE IT F UTREEN R ATFHA,

This is Six Fyve, That's R&ger of that, Also

we now have a total of fifteen. Over.

HAY-8 OK\Y CHARWIE SIX.

This is Coyote Six., You have atotal of what? Over,
This is Coyote Six Five. Charlie Six has now a
total of fifteen., Over.

THT UIME CTNT OUT AT 0740

This is Chynte Six, Fifteen what., Over,

Vict~r Charlies, Over

This is C~yote Six. Roger. Out.



Coyote 6

Coyote 6

( )
Coyote 6

Ravhide 3
Coyote 6
Rawhide 3

Coyote 6

Rawhide 3
. Warlord Alpha Lead

Coyote 6
(Warlord Alpha Lead)
Dolphin Lesd

Rawhide 3
Warlord 3

{Charlie Six. This is) Coyote Six, Over.
Understand you have fifteen Victor Charlies is
that correct? Over,

Coyote Six, Roger., How many weapons so far
if any. Over,

(garble). @6 AHEAD,

This is Coyote Six., Roger. Out.

Coyote Six, This is Rawhide Three Over.

This is Coyote Six. Over,

Ravhide Three. We've got quite a few people
that are really moving out on this road going
southwest from the first Lima Zulu, Over.

This 1s Coyote Six, Roger. I'll get somebody

on that, Warlord is checking to the s-uth, I'1l
have him also check to the west, Over,

This is Rawhide Thiee. Roger. Out.

This is Warlord Alpha Lead. Roger, I mnitoro;i.
The road to the southwest ~f the first Lima Zulu,
Is that affirmative,

This is Coyote Six., That's affirmstive. Out.
Roger.

Bravo Six, This is Lead. Roger, I monitored that.
We'll have to see what happens on this next

sortie when we come back in and see just what

the heck we have and we'll make a deternination

at that time. Ab...Dolphin Leed. We'll have
to wait until we return from this sortie and
see how many people we can take and we'll make
a determinati-n then as to whether we'll make
another sortie or not,

This is Rawhide Three, Over.

This is Warlerd Three. Go shead.
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Rawhide 3

(Warlord Alpha Lead)
Warlerd 3

Warlord 6

( )

RAWHIDE 3

Coyote 6

(Shark 6)

(Shark 6)

Shark 6

Coyote 6
Rawhide 3
Warlord Alpha Lead

(Warlord Alpha Lead)

Coyote 6
Dolphin Lead

Coyote 6

This 1s Rawhide Three, When you get a chance

to check out those people down to the southwest.
You will be able to see our ship orbiting over
them, Over.

This is Warlord Alpha....(%ansmission broken)
This is Warlord Three. Over.

This is Werlord Six. Go ahead.

CCYOTE

WARTORD SIX. RAVHIDE THREE, OVER.

Coyote Six. Char'ie Six, you calling me? Over.
To shead.

THAT SNNY SHORTWAVE RADIO

Roger. I'm over here with the one to the east

at this time. I'm gring to throw nne more smrke
over here and then I'l1l go back and mawk the sther
sne over there,

(Char'ie) Six, This is Shark Six., Can you see my
white smoke over here to the east »f the 1Z, Out
here in this ditch over.here,

===Cryote Six. Over

Warlord Six., Rawhide Three, Over.

This is Rawhide Three. Just to the west of where
that sm-ke went down, three of 'em together. One
or two of them with out their shirts nn. The¥'re
in black. Over.

Ah..Roger. We got the Skeeter over them how giving
them a cheilk.

Dolphin Lead., Coyote Six. Over.

Coyote Six, This is Dolphin Lead. Go ahead,

Dolphin Tead. Coyote Six, Artillery prep is started,

Shou'd go as scheduled, Y»u should t~uch down
0815. Jver,
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(Dolphin Lead) This is Tead. Roger.

(Warlord Alphd Lead) Baquest Three come over to check people.

We got one down here that is Uprrending., Ne's
taking all his clothes off, St-nding by if you
want to come down and pick him up, PICK HIS ASS
UP. 1'm ready to pop the two white smokes on the
highway. We got your Dink down here, he's
stripped down. He is standing with his hands
over his head.

Rawhide 3 This is Rawhide Three. Over.

COVE ON NNW, MAJOR MCKNIGHT HAS TO GET IN ON IT.
This is Rawhide Three., Over,

Warlord Alpha Lead Rawhide Three. This is Wyrlofd Alpha Lesd. Reger
We have your Dink now at this time. He is stripped
down and gnt his hands over his head. -!:Pgtried
to run once and we caught him again, He's down
on the road if you want to come down and piek/ him
up..He's stopped and ready.

Rawhide 3 This is Rawhide Three. Roger. We're on our way
dn at this time. There were two others that were
going along with him, Did you manage to get them

also, Over.

(Warlord Alprha Lead( Negative, We got two of them now at this time.
Rawhide 3 Ravhide Three. Roger. Out
Shark 6 Alpha Charlie Six Alpha, Shark Six Alpha. If y-u can

see where the green smoke dropped right back te
the south of that along in a ditch in there.
There's one we Just zagped a little while ago
I'd like the tronps to check him ~ut,

Chryote 6 Dolvohin Lead. Coyote Six, Over. Dolphin Lead
Coyote Six. Over.
RIGHT NOW

(BRAVO SIX) BRAVO SIX,

11
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(Dolphin Lead)

Coyote 6

Delphin Lead

Coyete 6
Dolphim Lead
Coyote 6

Coyote 6

(Dolphin Lead)
Dolphin Lead

(Dolphin Lead)
,COY’QTE 3
Warlerd Alpha Lead

Coyete 6

Warlord Alpha Lead

Coyote 6

CHARIE 81,

(Wsrlord Alpha Lead)

Dolphin Lead

This is TLead. I had to make a go around because
the artillery wgs still sh-oting while I was om
wy ap-roach and didn't want to landl in there when
it was going.

This is Coyote Six. Roger. Rounds Complete now.
You want me te ge in and mark now, Over,

This is Lead. That's affirm,

This is Coyete Six. Roger. Out. Dolphin Lead,
Coyote Six., I1Z marked. Over.

This is Dolphin Lead, Roger identify violate.
Coyote Six., Roger. Out,

(Char'ie Six), This 4s Ceyote Six, you calling
me Over,

(Bravo) Six, Go (Garble)

Tallyho yellew,

0815

Roger. The ones with roating biccons_ on will take
six, the rest tske seven., Go. Go ahead and
por smoke.

CHAR'IE EIGHT ONE, COYOTE THREE. OVER,

Thes is Wyrlerd Alpha Lead. Coyete Six, this
is Warlord Alphs Lead.

This is Coyote Six. Oger,

Reger. This 1s Warlord Alpha Lead. We will be
putting sppreximately two one (21) peeple on
Hill 85, te your south, We've got a wortar
pesition and amme spetted on top.

This is Cryote Six. Beger, We've had mortars
in that area before., Ge.in and get them, Out.
THTS IS CEARTIF EIGHT ONE, OVER.

Roger.

This is Dolphin Lead,
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CHAR-IE 81

Coyote 6
Dolphin Lead

Coyete 6

Dolphin Tead
(COYOTE 65)
(Coyete 6)

(CHYOTE 65)

Coyote 6
Coyote 6

(Coyste 6)
Ceyote 6
Coyete 65
Coyote 6

CHARTIE FIGHET ONE, -CHAR TE SIX SAYS HE__AH___
This 4s Dolphin lead. This o~wpletes the 1ift
Ah,.only nne problem we had snd that was that
the artillery didn't get shut off in time,

MINE SWEEPS AND THE PEOPLE KNOW WHER® TO C ME
0uT

Coyote Six, This is Dolphin Lesd.

This is Coyote Six. Over.

This is Delphin ﬁad. This cempletes your lift
for this morning. We only had one preblem and -
that was that the artillery didn!t get shut

off in time,

This is Coyote Six. That's affirmative. They
were about a winute late cutting eff. We'l' try
to do better next time, Over,

This is Dolphin Tead. Reger, other that that it
was a goed 1ift,

0827 1wz COnD, OVER,

WE HAVE COMPTETED T'D TIFTS, OVER.

(Charlie) Six. I'm heading hack to refuel, Have
you had any c-ntact down there yet, Over

THIS IS SIX FIVE,

Coyete Six. Roger, dig deep, Take your time
and get'em out of those hnles, Over, .

Coyote Six, Is that eight..ah eight four KIS's
Over.

Reger. Out

Six Five. This is Coyote Six. Over.

This is Coyote Six Five. Go ahead.

This is Coyete Six. Returning te your 19cation
to refuel, I'll stop dewn in the TOC and brimg
you up to date. Over.
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Coyote 65

Chyote 6
Shark 6

(Shark6)

(éilart6)

Ceyote 3
(Shark 6)

Coyete é

This is Six Five. Roger, I'" ' have a vehicle
up to meet you. Over.

Coyote 3ix. Out.

Ceyote Six. Shark Six.

DOES HE WANT BUAKTEY? TI'LL GET HIM.

Six. Ah..these two people we ki''ed with
mﬁona and the web gear over just northesst

of Iz. We dropped smoke on them awhile age and
your people were within a hundred meters of it
new then they've left the ares and are going the
other direction. De yeu want us to drop down
dhere and pick up this stuff,

HELL YES, GO GET IT. COME ON CHARLIE SIX.

They might drag these peeple off if you don’t
hustle,

BRPAVO SIX.

We've got a white smeke burning on it right new
if you ean loek over where we're cireling you'll
see a white smeke.

It will have te be in the next five winutes be-

cause we are running awful Low en fuel.

- COYDTE SIX IS CAL.ING, I KNOW CNHYOTE SIX IS NOT

READING ME,
This is Coyote Three. Ge Over.

We are covering the Charlie element. They're

geing ever teo pick up some Dimks that had some
weapens and web gear and stuff. Understand there
are facilities there at Lima Zulu Dettie te pick
up some POL,

Shark Six., This is Coyste Six. Over.

L
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Coyote 3

Shark 6

Coyote 3

(Shark 6)
Shark 6

Rewhide 3
Shark 6 Alpha

RAWHIDE 3

(RAWVHIDE 3)
(Shark 6)

Shark 6 Alphs
( )

Belix 33

(CHARLIE 81)
(8hark §)

Shark Six, This is Coyote Three., Affirmative,
we can refuel and rearm you here at Dottie., Over.
This is Shark Six. Roger. We can stay » bit
longer that way and mn't‘havo ‘to head back dowm
south, We can give them a little bit more cover.
This is Coyote Three. Roger. We can refuel you
and rearm you and be glad to. Over.

Roger. Understend.

Charlie Six. Shark Six, Were you trying tn con-
tact me?

This is Shark Six. Go ahead.

Shark Six. Go ahead,

Shark Six. Rawhide Three. Over,

(Bravo Six) This is Shark Six Alpha.

Ve'll be right over,

CHAP'IE STX. RAWFIDE THREE, OVER,

YNU'RE CYMING WITH YUR ELEMENT,

Dropped red smke over there on location at thils
time. There is tw 'ittle smal' rice paddies
right together and there is one laying in

each one of thenm,

(Eravo 5ix). Shark Six Alrha, Go shead

792 Roger, We'll do. '

____ KEFP THE DIOR SFUT.

Helix Three Three.

i} ‘K'NOW WE POSTED FOURTEEN AYHILE AGO,

RIGHT 0.9 UP 1.7. OVER,

Six. Roger I believe we are above your location

utr this time. If you give us a directi:'n and
approximatd distance frem yovor location. Do
you desire that we just give y»u a~me VR or
would you like té put a little ordance in there.
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(Shark 6)

Coyote 65
Lobo 65
CHARVIE 81
Ceyote 65
CHARL'E 81
CCYOTE 3

(CHARLIE 81)

CHARLIE CHARLIE

COYOTE 3

CHARIE 81

Coyote 65

Charlie 81

Skark 6 Alpha

This small wo~d line jJust almost due west of y-u
there ap roximately ab-ut 400.500 meters.

Six. Go ahead, Roger. We'll go down and

check this wnod line out at this time.

Iobo Six Five. This is Coyote Six Five.

1bbe 5ix Five. Over

THIS IS CHAR'F EIG“T ONE., ROGFR "UT. EREAK_____
This is Six Five. Request a Dustoff Over.

This is Lobe Six Five. Roger Send it Over.
COYOTE THREE. CHARLIE EIGHT ONE. OVER.

C"YOTF THREE., OVER,

BRAVO SIX NFEDS A BUSTOFF. EHAS ONE KIA AND ONE
TLITTER. RNSTER NUMBYR 00__., COORDFNATFS 733793.

COYOTK SIX FIVE. CHAR',E CHAPTIE NOTE: Charlie
Char'ie is the C~mmand and Control aircraft.

THIS IS COYNTE THRER, RNAGFR THAT, NOW THAT'S
NNE ¥KTA, I "MI'iD LIKE T° KNOW FOW THEY WERE WOUNDFD.
NVER,

THIS IS CHARWTE FIGHT ONE, TFAT WAS POTY TRAPS,
nver,

Pick up print 719807. Requestor Coyote Alpha

Six., Number of patients two, Iitter. US,
Nature of injuries unknown. Wounded by beelly
trpp. Category urgent. Conditi-n »f pick up
sight unknown. Will secure.

TE™L BRIGADE WE*PE MOVING OFF THEIR NET AND

LFAVE ONF ON DUSTOFF NET,

This is Char'ie Eight One Roger. Coyote Three
said they were om their way. Over,

This is Shark Six Alpha, We got yellow sm-ke on
the bunker d~wn there were that Dink's at. I'm
pretty sure he might be y-ur boy, He 1s dec-rated
RVN, red scasrf and stuff "ike that on #hat I

c>uld see of hiwm,
16
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Helix 33 Three Three. Over (Repested).

(Warlord Alvha Lead) Helix Three. What sector are you trying to eall?

(Helix 33) We got an ARVN moving into this 1ittle vi'lage.
And there is a troop coming im from the s-ruth -
or - from the north

ARE YOU TATKING AN DUSTOFF FRRQ?

Warlord Alpha Lesd This is Warlord. Go shead Helix,
Helix 33 I'm being fired at I'm certain from the village,
Warlord Alpha Lead Reger. Say again your last,

(Helix 33) There is a troep spesking in from the north side of
Cthis village,
NO, BOOBY TRAPS
(Warlord Alpha Lead) Reger. Wo'v§ got our people right now on the
ground over here st this Hill 85. The ARVK
outpost and digging -ut some mortar tubes right
now we'll send him nver in that ares to chof:k

him -ut as soen as possible,

Coyote 6 This is Csyote Six, Over.
Warlord Alpha Lesd This iz Werford Alpha Lead. Ge shead.
Coyote 6 Warlord A',ph Lead. Coyote éix. Did yeu say

you were digging sut some mortar tubes, Did
you actual'y get some tubes, Over

Warlord Alpha Lead . This is Warlord Alpha Lead., That's affirmative,
We are digging out mortar tubes and a few rounds

of sixty mortar and eighty mortar.

Coyote 6 ~ This is Coyote Six. Roger. How many tubes do
you Mnow ef.
(Warlerd Alpha Lesd) Reger. We've hot two ad this time. They're

still going through the area.
Coyote 6 This is Coyote Six. Roger. Are they sixty
mike wikes. Over.

(Warlord Alpha Leaa) Ah..that's affirmative,
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Coyote 6
(Coyote 65)

Coyote 6

‘(Warlord Al.pha Lead)
Coyote 6

CEARLIE Si

(Coyote 65)
Coyote 6
Coyote 6

Shark 6 Alphs

Shark 6

P

(W,rlora Alpha Lead)

Coyote 6
Coyote 6
(Coyote 6,)

Cayote 6

Coyote 6

Cryote Six, Roger. Oyt Break, C»ryote Six
F‘.lvé. Coyote Six Over.

8ix.Five. Monitored that from Warlord. I

- sure wruld kike to know abrut the location, Over.

This is Coyote Six. Roger. I'1l give you that.
Sitting on top ~f Hill 85. 1If you've go it Six Five,
This is Coyote Six. Roger. Location is Hill 85,
CEARLIE EIGHT ONE. RDGER, OUT.

718778. Generally in that area. Oyer.

Six Fivi. Good copy. Two mortar tubes

vicinity 718-778. Over.

This is Coyote Six. Roger. Sixty mike mike tubes.
Roger out, |

Coyote Six. Over.

Coyote_ Six. Shark Six Alpha. Were you trying to
cbntact me? |

WOU ATSO COUNTED_____

Bravo Six, Shark Six A'pha. Were you trying to
cnntaét me?

ctnru‘o Bird over the ARVN fort. They are going

to blow iomo mortar tubes or mortar r -unds in

NO WE'RE NOT

thoi-o that they've stacked up. You might kinda

back off a 1ittle Dbit,

Six Coyote Six. Over.

Coyote Six. Where do you want to fire the m-rtars? over.
Welt. Omt.

(Bravo) Six. Coyote Six. Go ahead with that firing,
ne problem with that, Over.

Coyote Six, you have permission to fire the

mortars in Rhat area., Over.
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Coyote 6
Charlie Charl ie

DUSTOFF 252

(Charlie Char'ie)

( )

Coyote 6

(Coyote 6)

Coyote 6

CHARWIE 81
Coyote 6

(CHARLIE 81)
Warlord Alpha Lead

Coyete 6

Reger. We'l' stay west -f that. Oyer.

(Bravo) Six, Charlie Chsrlie - - (Bravo) Six
Charlie Charlie. Shark Six wi'l be refueling for
sbout one gero and rearming. Be back »n station in
fbout one seroe. He's wondering what the nature

of your problem is.

COYOTE BRAVO SIX. DUSTOFF TWO FIVE TWO,

Roger, Shark Six is wondering what yorur problem is.
He's refueling and rearming ar this tire. Be back
out there in sbout one zere to help you out and

he'd like to know what you're requesting him for and
A,.8¢0.11ke to advise that your radio is very weak.
ROGFR, CONTACT ME___

Bravo Six. Coyote Six, Over. Regommend you change
batteries. You were coming in very weak. Shark Six
wants to know what kind of assistance y~-u need; Over.
Six, you asked Shark Six for s-me help. He went to
refuel and he'll be back and he wants to know what
kind »f assistance you need. What's y-ur problem
there Over.

Coyote Six. Roger, if y~u're putting rortar fire in
you probibly won't need Shark Six, Has the Dustoff
picked up your man yet? Over,

THIS IS CHARTIE EIGHT NNF, WAIT "UT, BRFAK.

Reger, Dustoff is on the way but you better ho].d

on your mortar fire ti'l y-u get the Dudtoff ia
there. Over.

ROCER. OUT. EREAK.

Warlord Alpha Lead

This 1s Coyote Six, Over.
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War'erd Alpha Tead

Coybte 6
(Warlord Alpha Lead)

Coyote 6
Coyote 6
(Coyete 65)

Coyote 6

(Coyete 65)

Coyote 6

Coyote 65

Coyote 6

(Coyote 65X

Ceyote 6

CHARLIE 81

Warlord Alpha Lead
Coyote 6

(Warlord Alpha l_Iaad)
Ceyote 6

Ceyote 3

Coyote 6

Roger, this is Wor'-rd Alpha Lead. Cancel that
twe mortar tubes. Make that two zero sixty mil'i.
witér, six’bes mike mike mortar rounds, and
we're calling EOD in now to destroy ‘em.

This is Coyote Six. Beger. negative on mortar
tubes, is that right? Over.

That's affirmative. We just got the rounds
didn't get the tubes,

This is Coyote Six. Roger. Out,

Coy$te Six., Over.

This is Six Five. Go akead.

This is Coyote Six, Did you monitor Warlord's
transmission., Over.

Six Five, Negative.

Te scratch the two sixty millimeter mortars it
was 2..2..,0nly mertar rounds, Over

This is Cc;yoto Six Fyve. Roger on That, Did

he give you the number of r-unds? Over,

He gave me a..this is Coyote Six, He gave me a
number. I thistk it was two zero. Over.

This is Six Five. Reger. Amything further, Over.
WHAT NO TUBES?

Coyote Six. Negative, Out.

CHA?LIE EIGHT ONE, OVER,

This 1s Warlord Alpha lead. Go ahead,

This is Coyete Six. Could you tell me again hew
many sixty millimeter rounds yeu picked up. Over.
That wasz twe zero. I say again, two zer0, We got
them all stacked up new we're going te blow them
with an EOD team from Dottile.

This is Ceyete Six. Thank you Out,

Coyote Six, Coyete Three, Over.

Three Coyote Six, Over,
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Coyote 3

( )
Coyote 6

(Warlord Alpha Lesd)
Ceyote 6

(Ceyote 65)

Coyete 6

(Ceyote €5)

Ceyote 6

(Coyote 65)

Coyote 6

(Warlord Alnha Lead)

Ceyote 6
(Same Dramk Delta Mike)
Ceyote 6

Helix 33

Coyote 6

This 1z Coyote Six (Three mistakenly identifieds
himse’f as six here) We have a..Char’ie Six
réports that a great number of people are woving
Just southwest of My Lai (4) coordinates 715795.
Request somebody check them out, Over,

ROGFR, AHeveeoee

This is Coyote Six. Reger. Out. Break.
Warlord, Warlord Alpha Lead. Coyote Six., Over.
Ge ghead. we 2..Can you give us the coor.
dinates again and the direction and we'll ge
ahead and check them out.

This is Ceyete Six, Reger. Direction is south
Ah,.to the southwest. I°'ll get coordinates agsin,
Break, Coyote Three, Coyete Six. Over.

This is Six Five. Over.

This is Coyote Six. Sey agsin thosé coerdinates.
Over.

This is Six Five, 715795, "Over.

Coyote Six. 715795. Right

This is Six Five. That's affirmative. Over
Six. That is not southwest, but we got the
coerdinates, Out. Break. Warlord, this is
Coy>te Six. Over,

This is Warderd. We monitored and we will
check beth the coordinates and to the south-
west ef your area.

Coyete Six. Thank yeu.

Pusk for abeut zere five. Over.

This is Coyote Six. Roger. Apything further?
WE GOT AB"UT WWENTY,

This is Three Three. Over.

Hx, Hoiix Three Three, Over,

Six, Over.
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Helix 33 Roger. I'm going back and Helix Three Two
will be up shortly.

Coyote 6 Coyote Six. Roger. Thamk you. Out.
COYOTM j SIX. ROGER, WHAT DIRECTI'N IS FROM YNU, OVER,
Coyote 6 He's on his way back te your srea. He'll be

contacting yru., He's on his way back now. Over

Sherk 6 Charlie Six. Shark Six,

Warlord Alpha Lead Warlord Alpha Lead., Those are out troops our
friendly troops. We've spotted mortar tubes on
them and we are ¢o§.ting them out, '

Shark 6 Charlie Six, Shark Six, Fex Mike.

Shark 6 Refuel at this time, If you have anything for us
here lot us know at this time or else we're
going te be heading on back dowm south.

Coyote 6 Six. This is Qoyote Six, Over.

Coybte 6 Coyote Six, OVer. Were you able to prlice wp
those weapoms Shark talked to -ou about and the
‘man they killed? Over. '

Ceyote 6 Roger. Out.

‘Charlie 81 Char'ie Eight Oné. Over.

c.yoi’o 6 Landed next to and keep working east. Over,
“Shark 6 Roger. This is Shark Six, There is a whole

lot of mrvement ~ut to the s uthwest here along
the main trail that runs out here. The majority
of them look like women and childrem snd farmers.
However, there could be some military age males
uixed in with them. Other tham that the villages
‘loek 1ike they are pretty well evacuated and we
den't see any more movement at this time so we
are going to head om back down south and if you
need us today just give us » eill.

Coyete 6 This 48 Coyote Six. Thamk you much, Out
Sgne Drank Delta Mike This is Sane Drank Delta Mike. Over.
21
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Coyote 6
Sgne Drank Delta Mike

Coyote 6

Sqne Drank Delta Mike

Ceyote 6
Coyote 6
Céyote 6

Coyete 6
Coyote 6
Sane Drank Delta Mike

Coyote 6
Coyote 6

Coyote 6

Sane Drank Delta Mike

News Boy Indis 20

Sane Drank Delts Mike -
News Boy India Two Zero

Sgne Drank Delta Mike
News Boy Indis Two Zere

This is Coyste Six, Over. .

This is Delta Mike. Do you have somebody firing
a mortar here on the beach. Over.

This is Coyote Six. We have a wortar down in
the beach area., He's going to fire. I don't
think he's fired yet, Over

This is Delta Mike, I spotted two rounds lonks
like maybe sixty mike whke. In the vicinity
of coordinates 742785, Over.

Coyete Six. Roger I'll check it out,

- (Brave) ®ix. Coyote Six, Over.

Coyote Six. Have you begum to fire your mortals
yot. Over. -

Roger. Did your Dusteff c.ﬂmo in yet. Over.
Delta Mike. Cayote Six, Over,

This is Delta Mike. Over. I copied. Be ad-
vised we also have one eighty-one mike mike if
you need us, Over,

This is Coyote Six. Boger.

Brave Six., Ceyote Six. Over.

Coyote Six., this reminder, you got Sene Drank
Delta Mike out there who can help you Hut ih that
are a. over,

Sane Drank Delta Mike. Roger. Out.

This is news Boy Indis Two Zero. Over.

HE WAS AS I UNDERSTAND IT

This is Delta Mike. Over.

This is Two Zere. I'm about two zero minutes
frem you locatiom., Over.

This 4s Delta Mike., Come on in, Over,

This is News Boy India Twe Zern. Roger. Out.
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(Coyote 6)

Sane Drank Delta Mike

News Bey India Twe Zere

(Sene Drank Delta Mike)

(Ceyote 6)
(Coyste 6)
Ceyote 6

(Sane Drank Delta Mike)

© (Sane Drank Delta Mike)

Coyete 6

Coyete 6
Ceyste 6
(Ceyote 65)

Coyete 6
Coyete 65

Coyete 6
(Warlerd Alphs Lead)

Shark is going south, You got Delta Mike out

there. I think he can cover that area for you.

Mike, If you want I'll epen the beach fer re-

lieving etherwise I'll stay here. I'm about

600 yards off now, Over,

This is Two Zere. VWhatever yeu think, If you

think you ought te stay in there, we'll come inm,
Over.

Mike. We're right off the beach new. There's

a lot of small arms fire coming from that directiem

on the beach, Over.

Is that your people.
TAPFR GIVE ME POINTER TRAINS, PLEASE.
Over.

Three W E A down there. Is that Cerrect.

Very weak. Say again, then change batteries. Over.
Coyote 8ix., Reger. I can come in and pick them
up if you'll pop smeke fer us and secure a place
for us, Over.
Delta Mike., Can you tell me where the nearest
friendlies are in relation to my pesitien. Over,
Reger. Thank ysu., Out.

(Brave) Six Ceyete Six. Tallyhe Vielet smeke. Over.
IS HE GOING IN TO FICK THEM UP.

Ceyete Six, Have the weunded sittin®' there., Over.
Ceyete Six, Over,
This is Six Five. Are you going inte Brave's
area te pick up weunded.

This is Ceyete Six. That's affirmative.

Over,

Over.
This is Six Five. Reger, we requested Dusteff.
Just wanted te cencel it out,
Ceyote Six. Reger.

You got somebedy out im the srea where these I'll

Over.
Out.

say there's abeut e¢ight er nime Dinks laying inm
there with web gear and everything. Semebedy
ought te pelice up the gear.
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Coyete 6
(Warlexd Alphs Lesd)

Ceyote 6

(Warlexd Alpha Lead)
Charlie 81

Charlie 81

Charlie 81

-Ceyote 6

Coyete 6

Coyete 6

(Varlerd Alphs Lead)

(Warlerd Alpha Lead)

This is Coyote Six. Give me cesrdinates, Over.
Reger, it's just belew the . er - Hill 85.

Just te the Nerth ef Hill 85 where we first get
tem just to the south ef your first L2 and aleng
the read there. There's abeut, eh, ten fifteen
Dinks all spread eut ever the field that we get
when they were di di_ing te the seuth, The
gunships shet 'em, We'd like to lmew if there's
semebedy in the ares te pick up this wed gear,
tosuse right new we're just keeping peeple

from stealing it.

This is Coyote Six, I'11 get somebody dewn there.
Reger.

Charlie Eight One, Over.

Charlie Eight One. Over.

Charlie Eight Oﬁe. Over.

Charlie Six, This is Ceyete 3ix Over.

Charlie Six. This is Ceyote Six Over.

Six. Warlerd has get zome peeple he wants you
te check eut. Just te the south of yeur IZ.
Contact hix and send seme peeple dewn there.
there's seme VC there with web equipment and se
on that have beenm killed, Over.

Reger. We are over the ares at this time if

you have us in sight we're just at the nerth

‘base of the hill aleng the read. We'll be eff

your frequency for the mext tem -~ ome zere mmutes.
We'll be pepping smeke at the differemt lecations
where these bodies are.

The bedies that we get befere. They've got wed
gear, weapens and everything, and its prebably a
goed idea to get it off them befere someone comes

up and uses thewm,
Y.
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( )
(Warlord Alpha Lead)

Ceyote 6
Ceyote 65

Ceyete 6

Ceyete 65

Coyete 6
(News Boy India Two Zero)

Sane Drank Delta Mike

News Boy India Twe Zere
Same Drank Delta Mike
Pr';m 687

Ceyete 65

CHARLIE 81

Ceyete 65
Premo 687

(Ceyote 65)
Coyete 3

(Helix 32)

Coyete 3

_____TIED UP AND THERE ARE THREE OF THEM.
COYOTE SIX FIVE. COYOTE SIX FIVE.

Reger. We'll be pepping smoke on the different
bodiu_ in the area.

Coyete Six. Over,

Ceyote Six Five.

Coyete Six, I'm goin®’ te jump off the ﬁhoppor
here at Dettie and this chepper' 1l go ahead
nerth and take these weunded. Over.

Six Five. Reger, be advised Sabre Six is at
our locatien.

This is Coyete Six, Reger. Out.

We ax heading or eur way down the coast. You
got any messages you want to pass - want us to
pass on to Movement Comtrel at An Khe. -

This is Same Dramk Delts Mike. I'm gonna come
out te a mile. Over.

This is Twe Zero, Over.

Mike. I'm gonna come out to a mile, Over.
This is Premo 687.

This is Coyote Six Five. Over.

OUT. BREAK. BRAVO SIX. CHARTIE EIGHT ONE. _
GOT THAT? I'LL WRITE IT UP.

This is Ceyote Six Five, Over.

This is Premo 687 we're spproximately gere five
out of your locatien with .tho LNO,

This is Six Five. Real Fime. Over.

Three Two. Coyste Three, Over,

Reger, Do you have amy artillery firimg inmte
the ares at this time. ah.. inte the CA ares.
This is Coyote Three. Negative, hewever all
three units down in that ares have eighty ome
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(Helix 32)

Coyete 3

(Helix 32)

(Coyote 65)

(Charlie Charlie)
Charlie 81

Coyste 3

Charlie 81

Mike mikes with them. I don't knew whether
they're firing them or net. Over.

Reger, I just saw something impact over here oam
the beach., It's probably what it 1is.

This is Coyete Three. Swift beats are out there
and they have an eighty-ome mike wike alse. Over,
Reger. Thank you.

DO WE HAVE ANYBODY HERE THAT CAN START_______
This is Six Five, Charlie Charlie, Ceme on im
to the pad and sit down and relax.

Reger. Seunds Good.

Charlie Eight One. Brave Six weuld Hike to knew
whoether you can get him some ammo out. He'll
send what he needs in a few mimutes, Over.

This is Ceyote Three. Reger, tell him to give
ne the mbu" and type arme he meeds. Over.
Cherlie Eight One. Reger, Out. Pravo..ec.cce”
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el 2

Coyote
Coyote
Coyote
Coyote

Coyote

Coyote
Coyote
Coyote

Helix 3
Helix 2

3

6

2

65
Alpha 6
Bravo 6
Charlie 6
Charlie 81

2
2

Warlord Alpha Lead

LEGEND FOR CALL SIGNS

TF BARKER

MAJ Calhoun

LTC Barker

PZ Control LZ Dottile

NCS MSG Johnson

Company A

Company B

Company C.

81MM Mortars LZ Uptight

* AIR CRAFT

Forward Air Controllers
Aero Scouts 1234 Avn Bn

Shark 6 Gun Ships 174th Avn Co
Dolphin Lead 2, 3, 4, 5, Lift Ships 1T4th Avn Co
Skeeter H-23 helicopter 1234 Avn Bn
Rawhide 3 11th Inf Bde S-3 MAJ McKnight
Dust Off Med Evac Helicopter
U, S. NAVY
SaneﬂDrank Delta Mike Swift Boat

News Boy India Two Zero Swift Boat

Saber 6
Lobo 65

-MIC

CG Americal Div
NCS 4th Bn 3d Inf - 1lth Inf Bde
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EXTRACT OF EXHIBIT M-21

(CPT Livingston's Letter to His Wife, 16 March 1968)

Saturday 16 March 68

Dear Betz,

kkkkkkkk*% Yell its been a long day, saw some nasty
sights. I saw the insertion of infantrymen and were they
animals. The [y] preped the area first, then a lot of
women and kids left the village. Then a gun team from the
shark[s], a notorious killer of civilians, used their
minny guns, people falling dead on the road. I've never
seen so many people dead in one spot. Ninety-five percent
were women and kids. We told the grunts on the ground of
some injured kids. They helped them al[l-]right. A captain
walked up to this little girl, he turned away took five
steps, and fired a volly of shots into her. This Negro
sergeant started shooting people in the head. Finally our
OH23 saw some wounded kids, so we acted like medivacs[mede-
vacs]. Another kid whom the grunts were going "take care
of" was next on our list. The OH23 took him to Quang Nail[Ngail]
hospital. We had to do this while we held machine guns on
our own troops - American troops. I'll tell you something
it sure makes one wonder why we are here. I can also see
why they hate helicopter pilots. If I ever here a shark
open his big mouth I'm going to shove my fist into his mouth.

We're trying to get the captain and sergeant afore
mentioned reprimanded. I don't know if we will be successful,

but we're trying. Enough for that.
dok g ok ok Kk ok e

Brian

A TRUE EXTRACT COPY:

. L. CgoOP

Major, AGC EXHIBIT M-2I
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EXTRACT OF EXHIBIT'M-22

(CPT Livingston's Letter to His Wife, ‘19 March 1968)

19 March 68

Dear Betz,

khkhkkhkkhkk

kkkkkkkkkx You remember I told you about the massacre
I witnessed, well I read a follow-up story in the paper. The
_article said I quote '"The American troops were in heavy combat
with an unknown number of V, C. Two Americans were killed,
seven wounded, and 128 V. C. killed." That[']ls a bunch of
bull. I saw four V. C., that is, those with weapons, and the
amazing thing about that, is two of them got away. It made
me sick to watch it.

khkkhkkhkkk

Brian

A TRUE EXTRACT COPY:

Major, AGC

EXHIBIT M-22
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MIR.CLE WE.THER REPORT

Senstered cloudiness
throughout Monday. Winds
/variable at 3~5 knots per
hour, Scattered rain in
/the afternoon. High Mon=-
dey 88. Low Monday night
2.

e ws

AMERICAL
sheet

J

Sunday March 17, 1968

Volume 1 Number 332

AMFEIC.I DIVISION NEWS

CHU L.l (4MERIC.L I0) -~ A combat
assault into a hot 1Z started the day
off right for infantrymen in the Task
Force Barker area of Operation Muscatine
yesterday. By mid-afternoon when the
encay broke contact imerical's 11th Bri-
gade soldiers with support from artill-
ery and gunships had killed 128 Viet
Cong. The 128 enemy dead was the largest
cnemy body count recorded by the 1lth
Brigade for a 24 hour period since they
took control of Operation Muscatine. - It
also is the largest number ldlled by the
"Jungle Warriors" in one day'!'s fighting
since they becoile a part of the amsrical
Division.

Other enemy contacts in the /meri-
cal!'s area of southern I Corps resulted
in 20 enemy soldiers killed in Operation
Aheeler/Mallowa and one enemy death re-
corded near Chu lai., Five americal
soldiers were killed and 17 wounded and
‘evacuated for treatment yesterday.

For the third time in recent weeks
11th Brigede infantrymen in Task Force
Barker raided a Viet Cong stronghold
known as "Pinkville" six miles northeast
of Quang Ngai.

"Jungle Werriors', together with
artillery end helicopter support, hit
the village of My Lai early yesterday
morning. Contacts throughout the - morn-
ing and early afternoon resulted in 128
enemy killed, 13 suspects detained and
. three weapons captured.

. 4 Task Force Barker company of the
1st Battalion, 20th Infantry conducted a
combst assault west of My Lai and quicke
ly killed one VC while moving away from
thé LZ. "Shark!" gunships from the 174th
uviation Company killed four morc eneny
durlng the assault.

tiero Scout" helicopters from the
123rd aviation Company were supporting
the infantrymen and killed two s enemy,
The "War Lords" also 1ocated 40 60mn
mortar “rounds.

The infantry company led by CFT
Ernest Medina (Schofield Barracks, Ha),
of the lst Battalion, engaged and killed
14 VC.and captured three M-L rifles, s
radio ard enemy documente while moving
toward the village, One of the ten sus-
pects apprehended by the campanmy told an
interpreter that 35 VC hed moved into
the village two hours earlier. -

&5 the "Jarriorst moved thrcough the
marshes a mile west of My Lai they
counted 69 enemy bodies killed by . 2
battery of the 6th Batialion, 1lth art-

illery. The battery commanded by  CFT
Steven Gamble {(Portsmouth, N.H.), fired
on the enamy from a loccation approx-—

imately three miles to the north.

A& platoon of "Barker's 'Bastar dc"
from the 4th Battalion, 3rd Infanbry we
airlifted into a position south of M/
Lai. The wunit led by 2IT Thomss X,
Willingham {Clark, N.J.), engaged an
unknowvn mumber of enemy along the beach
one half mile south of the village. When
contact was broken 30 Viet Cong ley deads

Early in the afterroon & platoond-
served enenmy soldiers ‘escaping inio a
tunnel complex. Eight of the enemy wers
killed and web gear, hand grenades, and
small arms ammmition was recoverst.
Three additional suspects were detained
in the Operation Muscatine arca 11 miles

" northwest of Quang Ngai.

Flements of jimerical's 196th Brigede
killed 20 encmy troops and capbured
seven weapons, including two: Chicem

EXHIBIT M-23

(Continued On Page 2 Column ) )
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light machine guns as =ch’on picked up
throughovt the "Chargers! area of Opera-
tion Wheeler/Wallowa vestexrday,

A company of the 2nd Beztialion; 35th
Infantry commanded bz CPT I ohert S. Hen-
derson (Reno, Nev), iound the bodies of
ten NVA soldiers that had teen killed by
artillery fire, Cout:.numg its search
and. destroy operalion the company dis-
covered two huts csmiainin:j the two Chi-
cam light machine guns, th>ce packs, 53
rounds of AOmm ammunitica. two trip
Tlares and two F-onchos,

Members of -a company of th e 15% Bat—

~talion, 6th Infravtry cowanded ty, CPT
Dan E, Trether (Zibbock, Texas),

other company: of the 6th
by CI'T James T, Price (Fayetteville,
N.C.). received two incoming hand
eZ¢3 while on a sweeping operation. The
infarbrymea returned the fire and ldlled
cne V0. .} recomnaissance element of the
1st Battr;Lon, found one IaW and 100
rouris - f 7.62mm ammnition .hidden in a
cave,

Ix other WCharger® action a company

Battalion, led

of the %rd Battalion,21st Infantry kill-
ed t'wo enemy soldiers in two separate

incidents, CPT John T, Thcmasonts
{Ssverna Park, Md), compary of the . 37d

- Battalion killed one VC and found the
body of another killed by small arms
fire, Another R21st Infantry company
commended by CPT Jose, R: Feliciano
(Baltimore, M1), killed one VC and found

- a loaded plstol during a search and de—
stroy mission.

An Americal Division Iong Range
Reconnaissance Patrol killed onelA and
captured a pistol and some documents. A
campany of the 4th Battalion,31st Infan-
try commanded by CPT Dariel R, Meilon
(Fairbanks, Alaska) captured two more
‘enemy weapons, an M-1 carbine and an AK-
47 vith three magazines,

In other . Operation Wheeler/Mallowa

action, units of Aimericaltls 1st Squad~
ron, 1st Cavalry operating around Tam Ky
detained three suspects during search
and destroy missions yesterday. -

. One enemy was killed by an Americal

‘killed-
three VC in tvm sepavate encounters; An—~. .

gren= -

duplicated or releiased tothe news media.

. nmm“' .rmsm!* rmus (Continued From Page 1)

198th Brigade unit operating south of
Chu Lai yesterday.

The Jone Viet Cong kill occurred in
the afternoon when a patrol from the
UBrave and Bold" engaged three VC ten
miles southeast of here, Officials re-
ported that the arearsarby was constant-
1y mined and booby trapped by the Viet
Cong.

e Imerical's 14th nviation"Battalion'
flew 1.138 sorties, caryied 1.M+7combat
"troops and hauled 274 tons of -cargo in
support of the division yesterday s

MG S.W. Koster, Commanding General
. MiJ Patrick H. Diomne, IO
Telephone: Chu Iai 3212 or 2414
This News Sheet is published daily under|
the supervision of the I0, americal Div-
ision as an authorized army publicaticas
This News Sheet is solely for personnel
in the Americal Division and may not be

ul ! o .
l! | 'Jllf_ il
H'J'umniuf"l". 204 \

Tt e o

muld never be a hunt%

dog...tall weeds give him T o
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Exhibit M-24| is published in Volume III,

Book 3, Reports.
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Quang Ngai Proyfnce
Son Tinh, 28 March 1968 Son Timh Dfstrict

No. 181/HC/ST/M

FROM: 1LT Tranm Ngoc Tan
Son Tinh Diatrict Chief

TO: Quang Ngai Province Chtef

SUBJECT: Confirmation of Allied Troops Shooting at the Residents
of Tu Cung Hamlet, Coordinates BS 721795

It is respectfullyvreported that;

On 19 March 1968, an element of the US Forces (unspecified,
because this District Headquarters had not been notified of the
operation) conducted an operation at Tu Cung Hamlet (BS 721795),

Son My Village, Son Tinh District. It was reported that when the
element entered the hamlet, one of its members was killed and some
others wounded by a VC booby~trapped mine., At this time the VC
opened up fiercely from their positions in the hamlet. Meanwhile,
the US Troops used intense firepower while moving in with artil-
lery and air support, inflicting Injuries on a number of hamlet
residents hecause the VC mingled with the population.

Observation by this headquarters:

The Tu Cung Hamlet and the neighboring hamlets, e.g.,
My Lai (BS 737800) and Van Thien (BS 794804), in Son My Village
had become insecure since 1964, so the administrative authorities
of these areas had been forced to flee to Son Long (BS 638754),
leaving these hamlets under VC control. Casualties were unaboid~
ably caused to the hamlets residents during the firefight, while
the local administrative authorities were not present in the area.
The enemy may take advantage of this incident to undermine, through
fallacious propaganda, the prestige of the RVNAF, and frustrate the
Government's rural pacification efforts.,

Respectfully yours,

TRAN~NGOC~TAN
(signed)
(sealed)
Coples to: -
§2 and S$3, Quang Ngai Sector HQ

A true translation to the best of my knowledge, Saigon, Republic

of Vietnam, 7 January 1970. v
i tm@% EXHIBIT M-28

BILLY M. STANBERRY
Lieutenant G9 onel, U. §. Army
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Bon~T{nh, ngay 28 thing O3 nim 1968 oInH QUANG-3GXI
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T FRIN-NGQC-2EN
uu¢§“$§§g§a QRN gggpzznx

TRUNG-TA TiNH mnasig wiln QUANG-NGII

gg;cn-zfg 1744 xfe nhen Quan-dgi Bong-Minh bén ngidi tai
ving hanh qm t-Cung TBD,B3.721. ?95.

Tran trong kinh trinh Prung-14 Tinn Trudng,

Frong ngay 19 thang 3 1968 Quan-aoi Boa-Ky gkhong
rd don-vi nao . vie cuge hanh—quan ndy Quan toi khong 4ayde;
: tho;)g-bao) as hanh quan vie Xp Tu-Oung IBD,B3.7¢1.795 th}
thupc X8 Sdn-ly, ngn Sdn-tinh. Pyde biet khi JQuan-dpl -
Hoa-Ky tien _véo Ap €6’ 1 dinh-al vion nin Ve tU thucng va
vii quan-nhan khég b3 tpudng . 90% thdi hga lyc ajch it
trong Ap bﬁn re rat ohisu. Gd 18 the Quan-aoi Hpe-K§ -
aa dung hoa-luc chng phao—bing va )hi-cd yea trg de tien
vao Kp co gay thiit hgi cho npt 80 ' hu‘dng dan ve lan
. .tron chung trong do. _

_p_gn-xet gna M m m

Ip Tu-cung va cae Lp 1an cgn ohu L;-lai TBS,Bo 735«
800 Vgn-Thien B3,704.804 thnoc Xa Son-kiy da wat. an-ninh .
tY nam 1964. Ghinh-qnyga Xa Ep tan ou den vung odn-long
mwmwman“mmummumuwmn
adat v hong thu, vl the sy gfao_tranh xhong lim 20 tid
tragh khol ohet chéc i vom agn_cle cd 2 ben mg eh:[nh quy
quyen dje phudng(xa ip)  oing_khdng hien dien de kion ko ;
‘aydeo. Tuw-nhion theo luan dieu tu;en-}ruygn, Gong-san £0
the xuyen tgo ‘00t '1am sian uy $in Qnan—dg:l. Dong-hinh tra
8ggt cho chu-trudng hinhva;nh xa Ip./-

‘ 2 " Tran trong
SAQ 28 H w_mw m
BGB/TK/QN.:/P 2eP.3 ‘ (Ky t.n) -
!!2!.5!2&5 | <¢°=8 dau)
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Republic of VN Son Tinh, 11 April 1968
Quang Ngal Province " 'Number 19Q/CT/ST
Son Tinh District

FROM: District Chief, Son Tinh
TO: Lieutenant Colonel Province Chiéf; Quang Ngal

SUBJECT: Allied Operation at Son My assembléd and killed civilians

On 16 March 1968 an American Army unit conducted a mopping-
up operation at Tu Cung and Co Luy hamlets of Son My Village, Son
Tinh District. At About 10 o'clock on the above day, the American
unit encountered a VC mine and received fire from Tu Cung hamlet.
One American soldler was killed and a number of others wounded.

. In response the operational forces. attacked the village,
assembled the people and shot and killed more than U400 people

at Tu Cung hamlet, and 90 more people in Co Luy hamlet of Son My
Village. While the VC were withdrawing from the Hemlet, 48 VC and
more than 52 guerillas and self defense soldiers were wounded by
helicopter gun ships.

Subsector comments.

Tu Cung and Co Luy are two areas of Son My Village that
have long been held by the VC. The district forces lack the
capabllity of entering the area. Therefore, allied units
frequently conduct mop-up operations and bombing attacks freely in
the area. But the basic position of the report of the Son My village
committee 1s that although the VC cannot be held blameless for their
actions in the 16 March 1968 operation, the Americans in anger killed
too many civilians. Only one American was killed by the VC, however
the allies killed near 500 civilians in retaliation,

Really an atrocious attitude if it cannot be called an act of
insane violence. Request you intervene on behalf of the people.

Respectfully

1st Lt Tran Ngoec Tan
District Chief
Copies to:
2nd ARVN Div Hq.
MACV Quang Ngal Sector
Major U.S. Advisor, Son Tinh Subsection
(Courtesy Copy)

A TRUE TRANSULATION TO THE BEST OF MY KNOWLEDGE, HEADQUARTERS,
DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY -~ 6 FEBRUARY 1970 —~—
' /%ME’Z gf/ﬂmum//
SEDGWXCK D. TOURISON, JR.
WARRANT OFFICER, USA
EXHIBIT M-29
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STATEMENT

14 April 1968
RIS STATEMENT IS IN REFERENCE TO LETTER FROM THE SON TINH DISTRICT CHIEF
70 THE QUANG NGAI PROVINCE CHIEF, SUBJECT: ALLIED FORCES GATHERED PEOPLE
OF SON-MY VILLAGE FUR KILLING, DATED 11 APRIL 1963. |
THE SON TINH DISTRICT CHIEF RECEIVED A LETTER FROM THE VILLAGE CHIEF OF
SON-MY VILLAGE CONTAINING THE COMPLAINT OF THE KILLING OF 490 CIVILIANS
INCLUDING CHILDREN AND WOMEN BY AMERICAN TROOPS. THE VILLAGE CHIEF ALLEGED
THAT AN AMERICAN UNIT OPERATING IN THE AREA ON 16 MARCH 1968 AND KILLED THESE
CIVILIANS WITH THEIR OWN PERSONAL WEAPONS. THE INCIDENT TOOK PLACE IN THE
HAMLETS OF TU-CONG AND CO-LUY LOCATED IN THE EASTERN PORTION OF SON TINH
DISTRICT. ACCORDING TO THE VILLAGE CHIEF THE AMERICAN UNIT GATHERED 400
CIVILIANS IN TU-CUNG HAMLET AND KILLED THEM. THEN MOVED TO CO-LUY HAMLET.
AT THIS LOCATION THE UNIT GATHERED 90 MORE CIVILIANS AND KTLLED THEM.
"THE SON-MY VILLAGE CHIEF PEELS THAT THIS ACTION WAS TAKEN IN REVENGE FOR
AN AMERICAN SOLDIER KILLED BY SNIPER FIRE IN THE VILLACE.
THE LETTER WAS NOT GIVEN MUCH IMPORTANCE BY THE DISTRICT CHIEF BUT IT WAS
SENT TO THE QUANG NGAI PROVINCE CHIEF. LATER THE SON TINH DISTRICT CHIEF
WAS CALLED AND DIRECTED BY THE 2D DIVISION COMMANDER, COLONEL TOAN, TO
INVESTIGATE THE INCIDENT AND PREPARE A REPORT. THE DISTRICT CHIEF PROCEDED
TO INTERVIEW THE SON-MY VILLAGE CHIEF AND GOT THE SAME INFORMATION THAT I.
HAVE DISCUSSED ABOVE. THE DISTRICT CHIEF IS NOT CERTAIN OF THE INFORMATION
RECEIVED AND HE HAS TO DEPEND ON THE WORD OF THE VILLAGE CHIEF AND OTHER
PEOPLE LIVING IN THE AREA,
THE TWO HAMLETS WHERE THE INCIDENT IS ALLEGED TO HAPPEN ARE IN A VC CONTROLLED
AREA SINCE 1964. | |

ANGEL M. RODRIQUEZ
CPT, INF

Asst Dist Advisor,_ Son Tinh

n//{ﬁ - 129
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18 March 68
REPUBLIC OF VIET NAM

letter report
Report of results Son My Village, Tu Cung hamlet, Son Tinh District:

About 7 AM 15 Mar 68, an operation conducted by allied forces was
conducted in Tu Cung hamlet,.

A Porce composed of District VC and local guerillas (strength
unknown) opposed the Allied operation,

~ After a fierce battle the allies killed 320 people at subhamlet
Thuan Yen and Binh Pong.

27 people were killed at My Lai. Among this number was a hamlet
security chief named Le Van Gia,

At Co Luy Hamlet 80 people young and old were killed. The total
civilians and guerillas killed during the last 3 days 827, including
young and old.

At this time the Allied operation is continuing and the force is
now Jocated at Co Luy in Son My Village.

Presented for CSG Chief, Quong Ngai
Completed at 1600 Hrs 18 Mar 68
CSG Cadreman
Phong Duc

(Last name not legible

A TRUE TRANSLATION TO THE BEST OF MY KNOWLEDGE, CHU IAI, REPUBLIC OF
. VIETRAM, 3 JANUARY 1970

BEELY M, §

Lieutenant Cologel, United States Army
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POSTAL MESSAGE

FROM: G=-2, Tactical Zome 12.
T0: Quang Ngai Sector

Message Number 1242/18

Reference report number 190/CK/ST, dated 11 April 1968 from Son Tinh
District, Subject: Report that an American unit operation at Son My
village on 16 Mar 68 where near 500 civilians were assembled, shot and
killed,

Request Sector conduct another investigation. In event report is not
true, instruct Son Tinh District to rectify the above report. If
correct, report to G~2, 2nd Division; this headquarters will intervene.

KBC 4.277, 15 April 1968

COL Nguyen Van Toan

CG 2nd ARVN Div, 12 Tactical Zome
Signed LTC Pham Cao Dong Chief of Staff

A TRUE TRANSLATION TO THE BEST OF MY KNOWLEDGE, CHU 1AI, REPUBiIC OF VIETNAM
1 JANUARY 1970

R .
W%/ﬂ
/BILLY M, STA Y
Lieutenant Colopel, United States Army
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¢S (Peers Inquiry) 12 March 1970

MEMORANDUM FOR -RECORD

SUBJECT: Translation of Vietnamese Document

1, Exhibit M-33 is an English Translation of a Vietnamese
(VC) document that accompanied Major Pham Van Pho's 12 April
1968 memorandum to Colonel Toan, CG, 2d ARVN Division
(Exhibit M-36). , ,

2. To provide the most accurate English translation of
Vietnamese documents, a verification of the translations
‘'was accomplished.

3. The translation by WO Sedgwick D. Tourison is considered
to be the most accurate and is therefore considered to be
Exhibit M-33, ’

2 Incl
l. English translation
;2. Vietnamese document

leutenant Colonel, Armor

EXHIBIT M-33



Script for Megaphone

THE AMERICAN DEVILS SHOW THEIR TRUE FORM

(Use together with the leaflets: '"Force
the American pirates to repay this blood debt")

The American imperialists provoked an aggressive war by invading the
Southern part of our country, but they stubbornly maintained they came to help .
our people, calling themselves our "friends."

When they first came to the South, they attempted to find a way to
conceal their savage aggression. They issued directives to the American sol-
diers that they must maintain good relations with our people. Their psycho-
logical warfare offices also issued what was called the "9 Disciplines" in
which the general ideas were "respect women, respect the customs of the Viet-
namese people," etc. and etc.

When the American soldiers just set foot on this ground, they showed
they were "refined and polite" exact in business dealings, even going so
far as to sometimes paying more than the normal price, and carefully reim-
bursing for damages. Then there were places where the people were allowed
to come into the posts, places where they went into the hamlets to give medical
examinations and give the people medicine. The Americans newspapermen pro-
duced pictures of American soldiers shaking hands with the Vietnamese, kissing
children and giving them candy, American medics wearing Red Cross armbands
examining the people...these were all well known pictures taken in the places
these soldiers were stationed. These flattered people believed the Americans
were good friends, honest, polite and warm. How couldn't one help but be happy
being an ally with a prosperous friend who was also so good.

However, there comes a time when the curtain must come down at the end
of the play. If, in order to become good actors and to become more talented,
a play is allowed to continue on and on, it will become offensive. All the
more reason for this play which flatters the people to be rubbed out quicker
than any other.

It could be argued that this play would become more "enjoyable," more
"flavorable,”" if the Americans were only able to have a few more victories
each year. Unfortunately, each year, the army and the people of the South
are making them suffer a more painful defeat with each passing day. For
that reason, these flattered people are being awakened early. At the present’
time, the American soldiers can no longer hide anything. They have become
audacious and revealed the characteristics of every aggressive Army. On sweep
operations there is a daily increase in the plundering, killing and rape.
They have showed their animal savagery, their American "culture." 1In Saigon
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one would take his penis out of his pants, place a dollar on it, and force the
young girls selling things to them, to take it. American soldiers chased
girls in all the public places: on the beach, on the street...disregarding
the looks of the passers by. In the areas they stationed troops, they
gsearched the civilians in order to steal their money, rings, watches, and

ear rings...even going so far as to be able to distinguish true gold from the
fake, and then not taking the fake.

"Their senseless acts during the first part of the recent spring offensive
showed they were like seriously wounded animals, becoming more insane and
more ferociously cruel, loosing all sence of human behavior. They rained bombs
and bullets on refugee areas in each city, especially in Hue, Saigon and
Bentre, According to their own confirmation, up to 70% of the buildings
in Hue were destroyed. Tens of thousands of our countrymen were killed or
left homeless., Western news papermen and radio stations acknowledged that the
destruction of civilian buildings in the southern cities was due to the American
- bombs and bullets, the reason being the American firepower was stronger than
that of the Liberation Army. English newspapermen said: The American bombing
directly on the cities, especially Saigon, will be condemmed by public opinion.
These American actions are too much. Japanese public opinion said: The
Americans will be isolated and lose people's sympathy when they bomb cities,
‘and will cause a wave of anti-American feeling in the South. Ignore public
opinion and international public opinion protests. Even now the public opinion
of the Americans allies is not sympathetic to the American's continuing to
close their eyes and continue to commit their crimes.

Recently, during their sweep operation on March 15, 1968.im Son Tinh,
the American pirates insanely used automatic rifles and all other types of weapons
to ki1l 500's of our people in Tinh Khe Village (that is, Son My). A large
number of these were women and children with newborn infants, many pregnant
women and even women ready to give birth. They opened fire as soon as they
saw anyone, killing nearly all the livestock, burning the people's houses.
26 families were completely wiped out to the last person.

The ferocious American devils have thrown off their clothing to show
their cruel form.

Our people have only one choice, that is to strike them dead.

By now our Vietnamese soldiers and officers have surely seen the true
face of the Americans. How many times they fled leaving them to fight the
Liberation Army troops and didn't even provide a single round of mortar fire
for support, even though they were right beside them., There have even been
times when they ‘droppéd bombs on the bodies of puppet troops to destroy them
completely. They often placed artillery and mortar fire on them.

The role of the puppet troops being cannon fodder is quite clear.
Anyone who doubts this should look at the 39th Ranger Battalion presently
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being pushed out to the Khe Sanh area, to lie in front of the American Marines,
This Battalion was given the name "Resigned to Death." However, the resignation
to death here is not in the name of the fatherland as with the liberation sol-
diers but is rather to insure the lives of the 6000 American soldiers-there.

There, that's American culture, that's what good friends are like.

How can one accept these assassins? Are these allies, these who have
murdered our countrymen, spilling the same Vietnamese blood, red like the
blood flowing in all our veins? '

What are you waifing for but to take the Americans guns and fire them
into their heads to avenge our countrymen to repay the country and save my
honour and life.

Now is the best time of all: HE WHO HOLDS AN AMERICAN GUN SHOULD AIM
AT THE AMERICANS 'HEADS AND PULL THE TRIGGER!

A TRHE‘TRANSLATION TO THE BEST OF MY KNOWLEDGE, WASHINGTON, D. C., 12 MARCH
1970:

- -_— b
./4fgé%”034:h2: ! rethar—
SE CK D. TOURISON

W1, MI

OACSI, HQ DA
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Republic of VN Son Tinh, 11 April 1968
Quang Ngai Province Number 190
Son Tinh District

From: District Chief, Son Tinh
To: Liecutenant Colonel Province Chief, Quang Ngai

SUBJECT: Allied operation at Son My assembled and killed Civilians

On 16 March 1968 an American Army unit conducted a mopping-
up operation at Tu Cung and Co Luy hamlets of Son Tinh Village.
At About 10 o'clock on the above day, the American unit encountered
a VC mine and received fire from Tu Cong hamlet. One American soldier
was killed and a number of others wounded.,

In response the operational forces attacked the villeoge,
assembled the people and shot and killed more than 400 people
at Tu Cung hamlet, and 90 more people in Co Luy hamlet of Son My
Village, While the VC were withdrawing from the Hamlet, 48 VC and
more than 52 guerillas and self defense soldiers were wounded by
helicopter gun ships,

Subsector comments.,

Tu Cung and Co Luy are two areas of Son My Village th:t
have long been held by the VC. The district forces lack the
capability of entering the area. Therefore, allied units
frequently conduct mop-up operations and bombing attacks freely in the
area, But the basic position of the report of the Son My village committee
is that although the VC cannot be held blamless for their actions
in the 16 March 1968 operation, the Americans in anger killed too
many civilians. Only one American was killed by the VC, however
the allies killed near 500 civilians in retaliation.

Really an atrocious attitude if it canmot be called an
act of insane violence. Request you intervene on behalf{ of the pcople.

Respectfully

lst Lt Tran Ngoc Tan
District Chief
Copies to
2nd ARVN Div Hq.
MACV Quang Ngal Sector

A TRUE TRANSLATIOH TO THE BEST OF MY FNOWLEDGE, CHU 1AI, REPUBLIC OF VIETIAX
1 JANUARY 1970 ~ :
GO A L
77 S R EXHIBIT M=34
DILLY M, STANRHERRY
LIEUTERANT COLcrm?r, UNITED STATES ARMY
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Kinh xin ”rung-T& cop thlqp 48 den duge ohd /-

<7

Trau trogns , -
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16 February 1970

NOTE FROM COL WHALEN
The handwriting on the document is that of COL Khien,
formerly the Quang Ngail Province Chief.

it 18 in the best of his recollection the same data as that
on the copy that was noted at a previous interview,

He received the data from a US Advisor =-- he doesn't remem-

ber but thinks that it was the G - 2 Advisor --

Present were LTC Stanberry
Mr. Wells
"COL Wilson
Quang Tri

W
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The following is a full translation of a three page
notice issued by the QUANG NGAI (P) National Liberation
Front Committee, dtd 28 Mar 68:

NOTTICE

Concerning the Crimes Committed by U S Imperialists and
Their Lackeys

Who Killed more than 500 Civilians of TINH KHE (V),
SON TINH (D)

The morning of 16 March 1968 was a quiet morning, just
like every other morning, with the people of TINH KHE Village
about to start another laborious day of production and strug-
gle. Suddenly, artillery rounds began pouring in from NUI RAM
Mountain, BINH LIEN and QUANG NGAI Sub-Sector. XOM LANG Sub-
Hamlet of TU CUNG Hamlet and XOM GO Sub-Hamlet of CO LUY Ham-
let were pounded by artillery for hours. After the shelling,
nine helicopters landed troops who besleged the two small
sub-hamlets. The U S soldliers were llike wild animals, charg-
ing violently into the hamlets, killing and destroying. They
formed themselves into three groups: one group was in charge
of killing civilians, one group burned huts and the third
group destroyed vegetation and trees and killed animals.

These American troops belonged to the 34 Brigade of the 82d
Division which had just come to Viet Nam and suffered a

defeat in the Spring. Wherever they went, civilians were
killed, houses and vegetation were destroyed and cows, buffalo,
chickens and ducks were also killed.

They even killed old people and children; pregnant women
were raped and killed. This was by far the most barbaric
killing in human history.

At XOM LANG Sub-Hamlet of TU CUNG Hamlet, they routed
all the civilians out of their bunkers and herded them, at:
bayonet point, into a group near a ditch in front of
Mr, NHIEU's gate (Mr. NHIEU was 46 years old). About 100
civilians who squatted in a single line were killed Instantly
by bursts of automatic rifle fire and M79 rounds. Bodies were
sprawled about, blood was all over. Among those killed were
60 year old men and newly born bables still in thelr mother's
arms. Most of them were children from 1 to 14 years old.

| EXHIBIT M-35
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Badly wounded children who were screaming were shot to death.

Some entire families were massacred. Inhabitants were
killed inside bunkers, in the gardens of their homes or in
the alleys of the hamlet. Mr. HUONG THO, 72 years old,
was beaten, his beard was cut, and he was pushed into a well
and shot with automatic rifle fire until his body submerged.
NGUYET, 12 years old, after being raped, was bayoneted in
the vagina and rest of her body. PHAN THI MUI, 15 years old,
was raped and then burned to death in a rice bowl. The
entire seven members of Mr. LE LY's family were killed,
including the youngest 4 year old nephew and 70 year old
Mr. LY. The only survivor of the family was a married
daughter who lived somewhere else and returned to the hamlet
after the massacre, to cry, holding her beloved relatives'
bodies in her arms, (She set up an altar at her father's
burned house and prayed for her seven dead relatives.) Neigh-
bors set up altars for families that had no surviving relatives.

The total number of civilians killed at XOM LANG Sub-Hamlet
was 2060, including old people, children, women and young people,

At XOM GO Sub~Hamlet of CO LUY Hamlets, American pirates
blew up and burned every hut and tossed grenades into civilian
shelters. The sand was soaked with blood; beheaded bodies
lay sprawled on the ground. People died without enough time
to utter a word! Mothers holding sons' bodies! Grandmothers
holding grandsons' bodies. They died unjustly. Fifteen
people were killed inside Mr. LE's shelter, They even killed
pregnant women. VO THI HAI, who had given birth to a child
the night before, was raped and killed, leaving behind a
newly-born baby with no milk, with no one to suckle it. NGUYEN
THI NGON, 32 years old, near the end of her pregnancy, was
mutilated inside her bunker, exposing the stirring, unborn baby.
While 30 year old VO THI PHU was feeding her baby, they snatched
her baby away and raped her. Later, both were burned to death.

Mrs. KHEO, 65 years old, was shot to death by the bunker
entrance and her body was tossed onto the burning fire. Mr.
DUONG, 85 years old, was marched out of the bunker when they
came. They marched him to every bunker, showing him the
sights of the barbaric killings. They offered him poisoned
candy, but he caught the bad smell and didn't eat the candy.
They searched him and found nothing and released him,
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At this place, American pirates killed 92, wounded 10,
purned 304 huts, destroyed ¥8 bunkers and destroyed and
purned civilian property worth 900,000 piastres.

Civilian laborers who had come to work or to visit
relatives at TU CUNG Hamlet and CO LUY Hamlet were also
massacred.

Thus, on 16 March 1968, the U S pirates and their
lackeys massacred a total of 502 people at TU CUNG Hamlet
and CO LUY Hamlet of TINH KHE Village and wounded 50 who
survived the first bursts of automatic rifle fire. Among
the dead were 67 old people, 170 children, 137 women. All
huts, trees and animals were completely burned and destroyed.

This is by far the most typical of the barbaric massacres
committed by the U S Imperialists against our People.

Like the other earlier massacres by American and Korean
pirates at PHUONG DINH, SON TINH; VAN HA, (MO DUC) PHU THO,
(NGHIA HANH) BINH HOA, (BINH SON) PHO MINH (DUC PHO) the
TINH KHE Village massacre was the worst crime committed by
the U S Imperialists and their lackeys before their complete
defeat. .

The Heavens will not tolerate this! The blue ocean
waters will not wash away the hatred. These murders are
even more savage than Hilter of TAN THUY HOAN (Translater's
Note: TAN THUY HOAN was the Chinese emperor who ordered
hundreds of thousands of civilians to build the Great Wall,
which resulted in thousands of deaths.)

Shamefully defeated, confused, the enemy is like a wild
animal just before dying, due to our thunderous Spring attack.
They have become excited and crazy, hoping to shake our
spirit and the heroic tradition of our people. QUANG NGAI
is the province of proud BA TO, uprising TRA BONG, BA GIA,

VAN TUONG, the province of glorious victories that scared
the enemy.

With deep hatred in their hearts, the people of TINH KHE,
as well as the people and armed forces of QUANG NGAI Province,
have turned their sufferings and hatred into a rising, vengeful
force,
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After the massacre, the people of TINH KHE Village
wiped away their tears, hate deep in their hearts, and
bravely rebuilt their homes, clearing away all traces
of tragedy, growing potatoes, rice.

Immediately after the massacre, TINH KHE guerrillas
and other village guerrillas killed 31 enemy soldiers on
17 and 19 March 1968, including 17 Americans. TINH KHE
guerrillas personally killed 8 Americans on 17 March.
The armed forces of the province have forced the enemy to pay
their bloody debt. .

During the 15 days from 13 March to 28 March 68, Local
Force and QUANG NGAI guerrillas fought many battles, killing
298 enemy soldiers, including 20 Americans, and captured
much equipment.

The massacre of the 500 civilians of TINH KHE has
increased our hatred. We must attack continuously, rising
up to make the enemy pay their debts!

28 March 1968

National Liberation Front Committee
of QUANG NGAI Province
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12 April 1968
@40 FOR COL CG, 2dARVN Div

UBJECT: An American Unit Operating in East Son Tinh on 16 Mar 68, Shot
and Killed More Than 400 Civilians,

In a propaganda leaflet the VC have used the operation conducted by
an American unit at Son My (Son Tinh) on 15 March 1968, saying that the
s unit assembled, shot and killed 500 people (including men and women,
young and old.) Their objective is to incite the people against the US

military.
On this matter, the Son Tinh District Chief has confirmed the following:

On 16 Mar 68 US unit conducted an operation at Son My (East Son Tinh
area, considered by Son Tinh subsector to be an insecure area). At
1000 hours the US unit received fire from Tu Cong hamlet and also hit a
pine. One US was killed and a number wounded.

After that the US unit assaulted the hamlet, assembled the people,
then shot and killed over 400 people in Tu Cong hamlet and 90 people
in Co Luy hamlet,

Attached is a copy of the VC propaganda leaflet and the report
of the Son Tinh District Chief.

KBC 4.277, 12 April 1968
Major Pham Van Pho
G-2 '

Margin notes made by General (then Colonel) Toan on this document
as follows:

Quang Ngai Sector Review this
investigation., If there is nothing

to it, have the District rectify report --
If it 4s true, link-up with the

Americal Division to have this stopped.

A TRUE TRANSLATION TO THE BEST OF MY KNOWLEDGE, CHU LAI, REPUBLIC OF VIETNAM
1 JANUARY 1970

BILLY M. STANBERRY
Lieutenant Colone

ited States Army

EXHIBIT M-36
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AY . ”_’
/-’ W T 290 BN/ SDY/P
pM TA TU LENH SU 20Mi 2 BB

PB - MUC :-ndn Vi MY hanh quin tm. khu vyge #3ng Son Tjnh
ngap 1§/ 3/ 68 an vin chit trén 400 nguoh. dén.

Trén trong k{nh tnnh DAL R 3

feong mdt tai-ligu (truykn aon) cha VC 4% nsu len cude
hanh guin cha aon vi My toi x3 Son-My -(Son-'npm) ngay 15/ Y
68, noi réng 4en lly a%’ t8p trung din chiu Nam phw
130 &u) rdi bin chbt 6t ch 500 ngudi. Mue a! ch a giy
cim phiin giita ab g bao voi-Quan DL M3

ViQo nay émg Quin trutng Sonetinh da xac nhin nhu sau

—_—
- Ngay 164/ ¥/ 68 ddn va Hoa=Ky hanh-quén gl xa Son My
~ ﬂ (phia Pdng Sone ' ney G{/sm-'t:i,xm coi 13 vu.ng
v bht an- hoe.n todn Luc 10 gid aon vy Hoaky by VO tr fp Tu-

(1Y cung gidt min va “vén re lem cho 1 uinh S My w thydhg
v vB mit 38 uy thuongs '

j"" sau ad_aon ] Hoa-Ky aung hba lygc tin cdng vao ép,aop
#p trung dng bao 1al 1linoh§tﬁn400nguo‘l dn tad

lp Bt-cung va 90 ngudi tai &p cd Luy.
‘{r _¥inh trinh 2y1 A tsimg. Xin ainh kam ‘truydn ddh

VC v to"tﬁnhehdngm trubng SON TRNH.
R W |

o

d’& EBC. 8. 277, gy 12 théng 4 nkm 1968

‘{higu Ta PHaH VN PHP::
* h"" Inx?fhg Phong 2@,

‘\l\»dﬁpd?/ W
- |
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preadcast American Evil Appears
(Ceordinate this breadcast with leaflets: "Let American

Enemy Pay This Bleedy Debt.)

jmerican imperialists make Vietnam aggressive war, but he said that he
came here te "help" eur peeple and he calls himself as eur friend.

When he arrives im Seuth Vietnam he tries teo hide his bad aggressive ambitien,
He teld his treopers te respect Vietnamese peeple and make geod relatienship
with them, His psyeps alse give treops "cemmandments" whese centents are
tHave te respect wemen and Vietnamese tr-ditiens and custems.,"

When American treeps had just arrived in Vietnam, they tried te shew them-
selves as "Henerable gentlemen" selling er buying fair and square, even,pay-
ing higher than market prices. When they destreyed semething, they paid fer
jt with money. Then seme pests allewed peaple te ceme, and decters were

gent te seme where te give people medical aid. American press shews seme pic-
tures of Americans and Vietnamese shaking hands - Americans kiss Vietnamese
people and give them candies - or Americans with Red Cress signs at their
arms give medical aid te Vietnamese peeple ... and they beast that this is
ene of familiar pictures around American treeps lecatiens.

This demagegy makes seme ARVN treops bslieve Americans are geed friends. Hew
haopy it is if we have such geed and rich friends!

But any play has te end, although the acters are skillful, but they play enly
ene act, they will become seen unskillful - and the play will beceme a bad
ene, Se the damagegy will beceme "trus", "unmask", easier than any plays.

The rele can be played mere beautifully if U.S. treeps cellect mere victeries
every. year, but they are beaten mere heavily by eur peeple year by year. Se
the demagegy is unmasked mere easy., New, U.S. trescps can net hide anything,
they have shewn all bad ambitien which belengs te any agsressive treeps, In
sweep eperatéens, they leot peeple!s preperties, destroy evsrything, rape
women, they have shewn their animal ambitien, their civilizatien. In Saigen
ene American had put his penis eutside his vwants, and ene dellar was put en
it, which he paid te a girl. U.S, treeps play girls avery public areas:
beach, readside ... they de net care abeut peeple passing by. In U.S. treep
lecatiens, they search peeple to get piaster, geld rings, watches, ear rings,
they are so cunning that they de net pick up false geofid

Due te their great defeats in the recent Spring, they are like wild weunded
animal, the more they wrigele, the more bad actiens are done - definitely
inhuman deings. They had drepped bembs at randem ente pepuleus areas and
cities such as HUE, SAIGON, BEN TRE. They confirmed that 90% ef heuses were
destreyed in HUE City. Theusands ef eur peeple were killed er homeless®
Western newspapers and radie statiens alse cenfirmed that all the damages of
heuses in Seuth Vietnam cities came frem American bembs and amme because

U.S. has mere fire pewer than NLF treops. British newspapers said Americans




bembed cities, especially Saigem City, it weuld be cendemmed by epimiem
it was tee mmch whemn Americams did that. Japamese public epimien said:
America weuld be iselated and hese appreciatien whea they bemb Seuth Vi -
namess cities. It weuld make am anti-Americam wave im the Seuth Vietnim,
unless the werld public epinien pretested, and alse there was met a unani-
mity of Allies, Americams still clese their eyes, shut their ears te per-
ferm their cruel acts.

A sweep eperatien was cenducted em 15 Mar 68 recently im SON TINH. Crazy
American enemy used light machineguns and all kimnds ef weapens te kill

eur innecent civilian peeple im TINH KHE Village (SON MY (V)). Mest eof

them were wemen, kids, there were seme just bern babies amd pregmant wemen.
They shet evarything they saw, they killed all demestic animals, they buramed
all peeple's heuses. There were 26 families killed cempletely ~ ne survivers,

The fierce devil Americans drepped dewn their priest cevers te beceme bi.rbarnl,
and cruel,

American welf ferget their geed sheeps! appearance. They epemed meuth te eat,
drink eur peeple bleed with all their amimal barbarity,

Our peeple have enly eme Way, it is te kill them se they cam net bite areund
anymere. ' .

.Vietnam officers, seldier brethers, it is abeut times te kmew the true face of
Americans. There were se many times they ferget yeu when yeu were bitten by
NLF¥'s treeps butythey have never fired any mertar reund te suppert ysm.

Bven they are right beside you and they alse drepped bembs en puppet deag bedies
te suppress and semetimes they mertired right em yeur fermatienm.

The pesitien ef puppet treeps as their targets are se clear. Any eme still
deubt, just leek at the 39th Ranger Battalien statiemed im KHE SANH area. They
uged the unit as an ebstacle ir the freat fer American Marimes, yeu already
knew they effered this battalien as "ready te die" but it deesa't mean hhe
same a8 the meaning of "die fer fatherlanda" as NLF seldiers, they uid

that because they wanted te pretect 6000 American treeps there.

Se it is the American civilizatiem it is the geed of frieamd as yeu see them -
a murderert, killed your bleed peeple -~ made a vietnamese bleed stream rumming
a8 bleed in eur ewn bedies - as an allied er net?

What are yeu waiting fer! Use right American gums te sheet right their heads
in erder te avenge eur peeple, te wahh eut insult te eur natien and save yeur
preud and yeur ewn life,

This time: more than ever before

American gums are im yeur hands

Peint te American hegqds and sheet!

A TRUE TRANSLATION TO THE BEST OF MY KNOWLEDGE, CHU IAi’., REPUBLIC OF VIETNAM

1 JANUARY 1970.




con qu¥ M¥ »E 19 NoUYEN HINE

(dung phoi hop vdi truyen don @
"Bit gide 1\6 tra mon nd mau nay"

De quoc My gay chién tranh xém lude mien Nam mtde ta, nhung lai leo 10
1a sang de giup nhan dan 'be., t¢ goi 1 "'ban" cua nha.n dan ta.

Jni mdL widc chin vdo mien Nam ching cung cd tim ,cach che dau cai @i 'bam
xém uide &y. Chung ra nhing chi thimho winh 1fnh M5 1a phai git m5i quan hg tot
vdinhanda.nta. quu.a.ntamlychiencua.chung con de ra ca.igoila "9dieuky
uat" trong do co nh&ng diém neu dai ¥ 1a "phai tén trong phu n"& ton trong phong
buc tap quan cua ng'ddi " vy, va W...

- L{nn Pﬁ luc mdi &3t chan 1én da.t nay cu.ng cé to ra 1a con ngtidi "hao hoa
lich sy 2 mma ban song phé.ng, tham chf ¢ khi tra tién nhieru hon gia thi triong ’
1am hut hong cung »oi thddng can t than, Ro:L thi noil thi a8 nhan dan 18n don, noi thi
xubng tn thon xom Khatm henh, cho thuéc nhin dan. Bdo chi M} dua 1én nhitng hinh anh
. mhrl&uttayngudi N, hén nft va cho keo tre em, ytaMydeobanghong tha.p ot
kham benh cho dan.,, va huyenh hoang ao la nhutng hinh anh quen thuoc J noi chung !
dongqua.n Nhﬂngtromida.nld.ada]a.mchomotsobinhsInhedadacho}ﬁ'dnngla
met ong wan- tot, cha.n tha.nh, ta te, thddng ngddi D\tdc 1a dong minh voi 1 ong ban
co tien cua, lai co long +ot nint vay chang sung sttdng lim 8a0?

' mmgdalatroﬂ:ibat cdmntronaocungphaitdiluchamn. chodu
dienﬁen co kheo leo, tai nghe ¢é6 cao den dau, thi dien mai mot tro cu.ng trd thanh
tro tren. Huong ho 1a cai tro m:. dan lai cang mau- "lo ta.y" hdn tro nao het.

cai tro nayle ra 6 thé dien "xom" hon, gy hom, neun.‘milﬁmoinanit
danh dude {t nhisu thing 1¢i nso do. Khon noi moi nim ching bi quin din mien Nem
danhchongaycangthua.dauho’n. ehonencaitromida.nsdmcénguvachnﬁthdn.
Dennaythil:l'.nhnwklmng conchedaugn.mia, chungdatra.ngtrdnde lotat canhfing
t:.nh cach dién hinh cua »at o mot doi quan ~xam ludc na.o. bi can, nhtmg ha.nh dong
cudp oc, tan sat, hiSp dim ngay cang rhieu, chung da de 15 tat ca nh&ng ta.m tha
vat, nh&ng "T‘an minh" ‘nude 13 cua chnng 8 sai gon co ten da Keo duo'ng vat cua chung
ra ngoai qua.n, dat dong do la 1en ae bit ohi em ba.n hang cho chung phai cam lay. x
I.{nh Iﬁ da choi gai ] moi ndi cong cong ba.i '»ien, ngoai duong . 'la.t ke con mit
cua nguo‘n qua 1ai. & mmg chung dong qua.n, chnng kham xet dong »ao d5 lay tmg dong
bc, tttng cai nha.n, dong ho, doi BONZeas tha.m chi con biet phan biet vang gia thi
khong lay.

nhﬁ‘ng thamba:.vocungnangne cua chung trong ddt.dauxuanv\ia qua
' chung nhu’ con tlm ad i thtidng ning, ca.ng ray rua dien cuong, cang 0 ra tan dc di
man, mat het nhan tinh Chung d& dem Wom dan trut wia bai xnong cac vung dong dan cu
ﬁrong ¢dc tharh phd, mhat 1A @ Hue, Sai gon, Bén tre, 0 Hué theo ching xac nha.n, co
den?O%nhacuanphamy nangvandongbaotan chethoac dtrong canh man troi
uldu dit, Bdo chi va 4ii puét thanh phuong iy ofing phal thta nhin 14 nhihg thidt
hg.inha.cwa.cuadanch trongcacthanhphodmienNajlado’bondan}ﬁbdiviMyco
hoa lic manh hon quan giai phong, Bao. chi Anh noi 3 viecﬁnenbomngaymmg cac
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thanh pho, nbat 1a Stivon, se bi dv luan len an, My hanh dong nhu the la ho’i qua
D Inan Nhat th:l. noi s Iﬁ se #i co lap va mat cim tinh trong khi ném bom cac thanh
pho ’ se gay nen mot lan song bai My d m:l.en Nam, Bat chap du luan du 1uan the gio’:.
pha.n aoi s ngay d'd luan dong minh cua ’Wy cliing khong dong tinh My van n.ham mit bung
tai tié‘p tuc hanh dong toi dc cua chung

Gan day trong cude can ngay 15/3/68 g Son Tinh, gifc w 43 dien cuong dung
Trung Lien va tat ca cdc 1oai vi khi khdc win giet hang 500 dong ®ao ta tay khong d
xa Tinh- K‘ne(ttic Son I\'&). S6 ddng nhing nglid... nay 1a dan ba con n:Lt, co nl'wtng em 1ho
moi ainh, co nhieu ¥ me ma.ng thai, va ¢ ca nhtmg ba gan toi ngaysinh. Chung da
»in khi nhin thay mot ai, giet hiu hét trau bo gia. suc ’ aot pha. nha cta cua dong
bao, 26 gia dinh 43 bi chiung tan sat het, khong con mot agddi,

Conquydﬁ}ﬁdavwbbo tam do thay e tu da hiennguyenhinhtanac
man cua no,.

Midn dan ta ch:{ con mo‘b con dudng la dap cho nd chét bin thi nd mdi het day
dua, cén quinh cin qu.a.n

Anh em sl quan inh l:.nh ngudt Vigt dén e ndy hin e ro Bo mit thuc cua
*ﬁ roi, Biot bao lan chung da. »o mjc cho ho in don cua quan giai phong ma khong he
Bén chi v:l.en den mot tral co:L, m3c dau cbuns 3 ngay ben canh. Tham chi co la.n chung
doi bom m nc chet cua 1{nh nguy d6 t tiéu luon, co nhieu lan ban pha.o, col
ngay d5i hinh cua ho,

Gaxdiavilmnbiadddancualinhnguyda quarora.ng. coaingo‘vﬂc thi
hay nhin vao Tieu Doan biet dong 39 hien dang bi day ra dong vung khe sa.nh, ;'.n ng\t
ph:n.a. 'brtidc cho bon ].{nh thuy danh #9 Pﬁ thi ro. Cung cho T:.eu Doin niy cai ten 12
"Quyet t'd". thg qu;yet t day khong phai 12 d8 cho to quoc quyet sinh rht cdc chién
sl gia.:l.phong, ma 1a de gi¥ lay sinh mang . cho6 Omlinh}ﬁdday.

Do, cai vin minh 16, cal long tot cua ong ban la the,

co the néo thia nhan hon sdt nhan, bgn tan sa.t dong bao rugt thit- cua minh
1im &0 giong man Yiet Nam, cung do nhy giong mau chay trong huye'b quan m:.nh, la dong
minh khong?

Con chd ddi gl mia ma khong dem ngay sing My bén vao dau My, tré tm cho
dong wao, ria nhyc cho a8t mide, cdu vinh dy va tinh mang cho ban thing

Luc nay hon e nao hét 3

stfve M¥ TRONG TAY D6
XY NEXM TRUNG DAU MY
xIfr cot
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gepublic of VN . Son Tinh, }l ﬁpril 1968
uang Ngal Province umber 190/CT/ST
gmlTinh District

frOM: District Chief, Son Tinh
70: Lieutenant Colonel Province Chief, Quang Ngai

sUBJECT: Allied operation at Son My assembled and killed Civilians

On 16 March 1968 an American Army unit conducted a mopping-
up operation at Tu Cung and Co Luy hamlets of Son Tinh Village.
At About 10 o'clock on the above day, the American unit encountered
a VC mine and received fire from Tu Cung hamlet. One American soldier
was killed and a number of others wounded.

In response the operational forces attacked the village,
assembled the people and shot and killed more than 400 people
at Tu Cung hamlet, and 90 more people in Co Luy hamlet of Son My
Village. While the VC were withdrawing from the Hamlet, 48 VC and
more than 52 guerillas and self defense soldiers were wounded by
helicopter gun ships.

Subsector comments.

Tu Cung and Co Luy are two areas of Son My Village that
have long been held by the VC. The district forces lack the
capability of entering the area. Therefore, allied units
frequently conduct mop-up operations and bombing attacks freely in
the area. But the basic position of the report of the Son My
Village committee is that although the VC cannot be held blameless
for their actions in the 16 March 1968 operation, the Americans in
anger killed too many civilians. Only one American was killed
by the VC, however, the allied killed near 500 civilians in
retaliation.
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Really an atrocious attitude i1f 1t cannot be called an act
of insane violence. Request you intervene on behalf of the people.

Respectfully

l1st Lt Tran Ngoc Tan
District Chief

Copiles to:

2nd ARVN Div Hq.

MACV Quang Ngal Sector
. (Courtesy Copy)

Note: 1 - Stamp at top of page - "VUNG LEN DIET CONG" '
"Rise up & kill the communists". 2.~ Stamp midway down
page in left hand margin - "TOI - KHAN" - Top Priority

A TRUE TRANSﬁLATION TO THE BEST OF MY KNOWLEDGE, HEADQUARTERS,
DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY - 7 FEBRUARY 1970

/zé/zmz(f [( W

SEDGWI D. TOURISON, JR.
WARRANT OFFICER, USA
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OFFICE OF THE SENICR ADVISCR
ADVISORY TEAM 2

APO 96260
MACTN~2DSA : 1l March 1968
SUBJECT: Appréciation
TOs Al1 Members of Advisory

Team 2 and Attached or
Suprorting US Elements

1, On the eve of my departure for a new assignmentf, I wish to
express my deep appreciation to each of you for your loyal and skill=

ful supports ,

2., In our preoccupation with the details of daily work we tend
to dwell on things that go wrong and to overlook real accomplishments.
I think, however, that within the 12th DTA commendable progress was
made during the past year -- at least from the military point of view.

3. Specific indicatioha of this progress are as follows:

a. In 1967 nearly 7000VC were KIA (body count) by the 2D
Division and associated RF/FF units. In 1968 by the end of February
ARVN Forces in the 12th DTA accounted for an additional 2065 VC KIA's
kK: L4O® upsurge in the rate at which enemy personnel have been destroyed.

- b. In 1966 the ratio of W to ARVE killed was about 3 to 1.
In 1967 it was over 5 to 1. So far in 1968 it is running just under 7 to l.

c. In 1967 the number (1438) of Hoi Chanhs h
ceeded that for 1966 by nearly 50%. ) C in the 12th DIA ex-

: d. For the first time the 2D Division became trainin

The program n.eeds much improving, but it does reprr-,»eentt: star% cozszni:.}ll;.
it leadership course was begun at the Division Training Centez.' Mor

- than 300 squad and platcon leaders have attended and haye retum::d to °
their units with increased effectiveness,

L3

e On 31 January 1968 the ARVN Forces in the 12th
] : DTA
::1: EzTet Offsmsive with decisive results. On that cne day we zig:ﬁ;:gd
Lo 3 ngKaIl;y(;io:ifi?ned), tlnil.l VCC, end Lkl weapons captured, I have
heard sion == Korean, or ARVN «e
results in a single day's actio;x. ’ Which has had botter

£+ Although the Tet Offensive disru gram
pted the Pr
:lieve :lt;e drove many indifferent Yletnamese citisens lg si:e po;i‘:tl.:ively
aingt VC. I think the disruption is temporary and that with
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MACTN-2DSA 1l March 1968
SUBJECT: Appreciation

continued strong military pressure on the communist forces, we will
see increased progress in pacification as a long term result,

3. Finally, I believe that our cause in Vietnam is just and
proper, Communism is an evil menace to all things we Americans
stand for, Ve should f;ghu i% with every rasource at our disposal,
whenever and wherever we can, IY we beed the dissenters and doves
who capture the headlines of our nisguided press, at some disial point
in the future our nation would be forced to accept communist slavsry
without a fight and without a choice. You can be proud of the part
you are playing to insure that such a day never comes.

QMCWW

CARL C. ULaaFmR
, Cclonel, Iufantry
Senior Advicor
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Exhibit M~-38|is published in Volume III,

Book 3,

Reports.
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http://www.loc.gov/rr/frd/Military_Law/pdf/RDAR-Vol-IIIBook3.pdf#page=42
http://www.loc.gov/rr/frd/Military_Law/pdf/RDAR-Vol-IIIBook3.pdf#page=42
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Unit morale wen goed. Stafy sorcle waw excellent. Priecdly cesueliles veres
-iéi‘-"rmck Thiz wke & rescee nission following *he Joss of ome NI Felicepier end onha
Owd fixed wing dn shich eight V.o, poreennsl pesinbed. '

Tye BF oataniss vere »oving towerd ihe gwesh site,

&% evproxirately O75C bours, 13 June 1968, & helicopter (UV1D) with soves veve
passensers oboard and o (=@ Alr Feree chserwer alrerelt vith wnly the pilot sbemud,
crashed in the vicinity of B8 723001, ¥hen these alrorafts orsshsd, ¥:jor Hoad, bis
seetop sheil, and thres C.8. ddvisors, L0 Oreen, HAJ Hacking, snd “AJ Used, wsre lo-
cated gt 85 T0LT03, controlling sn opemiion, Then it ues knovn the' the two siversft
bed crashed, ¥olor Hoai, without hssitabicn contscied ble two eompunies ond ordersd
thom te wowe fouerd ihe cresh site, At “be sume Yime Eslor fosl, the afovewentioned
advivors, and eleven men movsd lowerd the eresh site., Fajor “oails sctlome wre volube
tary sad without bis suoperd the dengey of Lhree sdvisers wovrng slone im this srea
wnld heve heoem yrestly megnifisd baccuse the eresh site snd the route to the site
ware In VU cootrolled territory. ¥hila moving to the erash sita, the rellisf foree of
I8 men ey 28 much s 00 meters Iin fromt of the ¢w0 rellsf eccemwlies end by hly vide
nareble to asbush, se the 2zall weagoerd force wmoved scress riew figlds, & wiver vhich
wes ot least five sod ame-ba)’ feel soep, snd threwgh &b spes thal had aot besn panes
treted Wy Freo Horld Forees i et lesst thyes vonths. Although neo fire wes recolved
Uy this amall relsif foree, 70 stredpth of & preximately iwo compenies (continved)

icting Deputy fender Advissy ‘rov.aee Seulor sdvimor
wueme dgel Province Cusng Sgal Mrovines, AFU 40
: Feopd GhErd, LIC, Tof
pn 4 . ANV RRES A IS P
1e  froposed Cltotlon issistoat “ector Advisor

2 itsess tetessrbeNslor Deckldg
3 itpesz Ststementelalor dsed
Le Voogrepkiesl tkeichelajor Hosi



wea Pavenled ohan en inewdean Force abis

#ior Hoalls rerooral coursce tan an 'i.:xef;;;%irﬁﬁ.ian ‘a :J. ‘e
for tle rersonsl selely and iz deeyp cunssrn %o resch sud ;aaeum the evzah pite Do
rpve the Viet Cong syrlved %ili al mw s rerpsiersd by the advicer: vho seronpe
ipd b snd the irerlcan Yorees thst lster errived on ihe soure,
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CoInTeh=Tol-0=8

By direction of the Fresident, uader the provisions of ixecutive Order
11046, the Lronse 5tar Medal with "V® Device is swarded tos

Yajor Nguyen Dinh Hosl, AP/239.31k, Vietauzese Arag, for heroism ia
comeotion with military operations against a bostils foree. Najor
toal 18 cited for valor while serving ss Deputy for Security, Guang
Ygai Province, Republis of Vietnsm, On 13 June 1968, Major Heal
voluntesred hixself and his staff of sleven men to scoompeny three U8
Advisors, en an emsrgency sission through hostils territery to a site,
also in hostile territory, where two U3 airerafts had erasied. wWithout
regard for his personal safety, Major lical moved with his small fores
%o the orash site through opm terrain which afforded meny exsellent
swiush sites, and across the Uiem Diem River where the water level ferced
scme of his men to suln. Najor fosi's concern to ald anyone that might
have been wounded 1a the aircrafts asd to sesare 1he site before the
vﬂcmmmmuudmummumu-mmnmw
in forty minutes. Major lical's forces wews first to resch the erash sight
and security wvas sstablisbed until Awerican forces arrived. The Vietaaese
cospanies whieh followsd the relisf column engeged sa estimated Vist Cong
conpany which was mansuvering %o a position to attack the asar exhawsted
vanguard. During this sagagment four Viet Cong were killed and Viet

Cong forces withdrew. .

17y



EYE WITHESS STATEMERT

At approximately 0750 hours, 13 June 1968 a report was received, that a
UHID helicopter and a 02 observation sircraft had crashed in the vicinity

of BS 723801.

Major Hoal, immediately radiced instructicns to two of his KF rifle
companies to divert them from their asaigned objectives, to the crash site,
with the miasion of securing the downed gircraft.

Major Hoal then collected his sector staff, a total of eleven men and 3 U5
advisors and moved from his CP location, vieinity BS TO4703, directly across
country to the crash site,

Phroughout the cross country movement Major Hogi, encouraged the entire

group and inspired both US and Vietnamese personnel by his disregard for his
owit personal safety, and obvious concern for the fate of the downed personnel.
Upon reaching the crash site Major tical directed the emplacement of security
forces, and organiged a ssarch of the area surrounding the downed U2 aircraft,
lie discontinued the search, only after he was convinced that the pilots body
was not recoverable by his meagen forces,

Kajor Hoai's detemuination to resch the crash sitle as rapidly as possible,
caused him to move directly through an ares known to be infested with Viet
Ceng. His display of stamins, courage and prolfessional ability were remark-
able and in keeping with the best treditions of any army.

V4
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< ‘ / \ (( /// .
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On 13 June 1968 at approximately 0750 hours a colleion cecured iavolving

81 imerican helicopter and an 02 adreraft. “umang dgad Sector Steff and
%ACY advisors were, at the time of the crash, engsged in an opsration in
that area. Lur lmsediate ceoncern, after bedng informed of the crash, was
the protection of the area &nd evacuation of aay survivors. wWithout
hesitating, Majur Hosl volunbeered his sector staff, and security seciion
to accompany us to the area. iith complete disrsgard Ior this own porscnal
safety he lead the relief force to the area of the douwned sircraft. lis
timely directions to the small security force played a large role in our
being able to reach the area safety. His display of courage wes an inspiratieg
to all of us in the mmall security force. His actlon reflsmcted great credit
upen his countryman, his unit. ‘
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RexlEs

I CARD HUHMER:
BOKRHS
BCHLGTL. 2

HILITAKY SSRVICSy

DRCOBAT TUH3s

BIOLOGICAR: SEVICH

HOUTEN SINE BGaX
LP/5 38430k
2 dug 1927, Bus City

Tniversity Fue {(1343)
oslet ilitery Aesdssy (1951)

hszigned to Operations Cffiscy
Yrovizee Headgusyters

Sationsl order of VistiSse Knight or Fifth Clas.
Axwy Distinguished Service (rder 2ad Clsas.
3{sres) Gallantey Cross with Palm,

3(thres) Callestry Crose vith folden 2iar,
Y(seven) Gallantry Cross with Silver Star,
B4aLf Sorvice Honor Firet Clecs.

Vistediss Caupaign Medal,

Armsd Forces Service Medel.

Gord with Gallantyy Color.



wes vevesled vhen sn Asxerican Ferce stismptied %O FANOVE LRE ALFOPRING B 1he Area,

~ajor Hosile peracnsl coursze weS &5 inapiretion to &1l pyessrt. Yis disregsid
for hic personsl safety end his desp coneern Vo reash ond seourw ‘e orcsh site hew
forg the Viot Conr srrived will slwaye be vemcobered by the sdvietrs D6  SCOGRDEN
iod him sncd tho smericsn Forcesz thal later ervived on the scand.
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DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY - DAIN
STAFF COMMUNICATIONS DIVISION

o 23594390

szZCSC0139 QS#A131
T OoTTCZYUW RHMSMVAG6133 3580155 CCCC--RUEADHD.
: sz cccee ,

0 2401257 DEC 69

_EM _COMUSMACY

o oA
BT

-'c 0 NFIDEN T 1 A L 70272 (IG) ATTN: (SGS)
_ * . PEERS INQ
»;SUBJ: LETTER FROM COMNAVFORV, DTD 23 DEC 69 (U)
-1, (C) REF LETTER [S FWD FOR YOUR INFO: QUOTE,
FROM: COMMANDER U,S. NAVAL FORCES, VIETNAM
T0: COMMANDER y,S5, MILITARY ASSISTANCE COMMAND ¢ VIETNAM
ATTN:  DEPUTY INSPECTOR GENERAL
SUBJ: PEERS INQUIRY (U)

" REF: (A) TELCON CUL WHALEN, CUMUSMACV/LT WALLIN,
CGMNAVFORV 17 AND_ 18 DEC 69, L
_{B)_COMUSMACV LTR MACIG-DEP OF 19 DECE9_ ___

g'(C) VTE 115 MSG 190001Z MAR 68
D) PVF 20 MSG 160930 MAR 68

"TE) PCF 20 MSG 1619457 MAR63
(F) PCF 81 MSG.170905% MAR 68
LLQQQPCF BL MSG 1717052 MAK 68

-

THT USS EPPERSUN 17004027 MAR 68 .'";_’x“ff}“
(1) USS EPPERSUN 1720507 MAR 68 '
ENCL: (1) ANNOTATED CHART OF QUANG MGAT AREA

':;, (C) IN CUMPLIANCE NITH REF (A) a ca), THE FDL-

§ LUHING INFD !5 FDRWARDEU' _ S ' "”"“"”
LA, REF (C) IS AN UPREP > REPORT WHICH STATES:

:'INTER ALTA, THAT UN 16& 17 MAR 68: PCF 81 PRDVIDED A
iBLDCf[NQ FORCE -FOR A COASTAL SWEEP BY TASK FORCE BARKER

- DA IN 239430

BHIBIT M-dD

e

e

fﬂNFd
"'l'ﬂ—-q
Nae

=<210C



DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMy . - DATIN
STAFF COMMUNICATIONS DIVISION - 23 -
' 843¢

UNITS (PARA S1M PERTAINS)
B, DURING THE PERIUD 161600H 170335H MAR 68: PCF 20

FILED THU SPOT REPURTS; REF (D) & (E)» THE SUBSTANCE OF
NHICH IS AS FOLLOWS:

(1) AT ANNDTATIDN 1, ENCLUSURE (1)» FRUM 161600H-»
51617oon, PCF 20 SIGHTED 10 SAMPANS WITH SEVERAL
MALCS ;AND CHILDREN ABOARD. = THERE WERE NO

WOMEN ABOARD SIX OF THE SAMPANS WERE BOARDED .

‘AND DIRECTED TO BEACH. THE VIETNAMESE APPEARED
_TO HAVE BEEN [INNUCENT CIVILIANS BUT WERE TURNED

"OVER TO TF BARKER AS POSSSIBLE SOURCES OF AREA'v

jiﬁTELLIGENCE. NUNE OF THE DETAINEES WERE sua-

ety e e = e e L A e T

SEQUENTLY CLASSIFIED AS PUSSIBLE v¢ BY VIETNAMESE h
NATIONAL POLICE,

(2) PCF 20 FIRED HEI MISSIONS AS REQUESTED BY TF o
BARKER FROM 162305H-162330H AND FROM 170315H 170335H To
ANNDTATIUN NO 2. FDUR ROUNDS OF 81 MM WP AND 13 RUUNDS OF

81MM HE NERE EXPENDED. NO ROUND DAMAGE ASSESSMENT WAS T
REPURTED.MJ ' L _ -

"C. DURING THE PERIDD 170630H 142355H MAR 68, PCF

81 FILED TWD SPOT REPURTS, REF (F) & (G)» AS FOLLOWS:
(1) PCF 81 PROVIDED BLOCKING FORCE ar ANNOTATION

-ﬂ LOB AS TF BAKKER SNEPT SUUTH FROM ANNDTATIUN ND. 4: DES~

 FRUYING BUNKERS AND “SUPPORT AKCAS. DURING THIS PERIUD,"‘
l_If_BARKER,REPDRTED‘SEVERALJVQHKIA AND MANY DETAINEES,

DA IN 239430 . 7 page 2z
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" DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY DATIN
-  STAFF COMMUNICATIONS DIVISION £30
PCF 81 EXPERIENCED NO INFILTRATIOL BY SEA AND EXP 6%0;
'NO ORDNANCE. —
(z)“ROM 172339H= 172355H,PCF 81" FIRED HEE AS RE~

QUESTED BY TF BARKER;_AT ANNDTATIUN NO 5, EXPENDING 6R0UNDS
81 MM HE AND 4 ROUNDS 81MH WP, THE RESULTS OF THESE

‘MISSIONS WERE UNKNOWN, =

o. DURING THE PERIOD 16 17 MAR 68: uss EPPERSUN (DDD

719) FIRED IN SUPPORT (OF 2D ARVN DIV REF (H) AND (J)"”

"PERTAIN, TWD MISSINNS WERE FIRED AT ANNOTATIONS 6 & 7
" WHICH WERE IDENTIFIED AS VC ASSEMBLY POINTS, DAMAGE: ASSES~-

"GHENT INCLUDED 12 STRUCTURES DESTROYED AND 10 “STRUCTURES
DAMAGED, A TOTAL .OF 113 FIVE INCH SHELLS WERE EXPENDED.

. FOUR UTHER MISSIUNS WERE -FIRED BUT ALL WERE OUTSIDE OF A~
FIVE MILE RADIUS UF BS 7576,

{2+ (C) UNITS COKRESPONDING TO THE CALL SIGNS CITED IN

TREF (A) AND (B) ARE AS FOLLOWS: B
A. SANE DING. DELTA MIKE-DPERATIONAL CALL SIGN _
_FOR THE PCF OPEXATING IN MARKET TIME AREA 2D, THE CAPE

 BATANGAN AREA. "MIKE' 'INTHE CALL SIGN INDICATES THE
'HIGHER NUMBERED PCF 1IN THE AREA, RECORDS SHOW THAT THIS

“WAS PCF 81, ST - 8
‘B, NEWS BOY INDIA, TWO ZERU-THE ADMINISTRATIVE CALL
l___s__IGN UF PCF 20, o T

I S/EHMETT H.“HODD

I;;qu“ﬁ},if;iﬁf'ffif:‘;[v I;r=}; T/EMMETT H,  HODD
R SN " CHIEF OF STAFF UNQUOTE.

*2: ENCLOSURE REFERS TO MAP: 13505000 QUANG NGAI SHEET
673988 SERIES L7014, ANKDTATION NO. 185750812, NO. 2BS744770»
g, 385735749, nu. 485731789: MU. 585781825, ND, QE?;%3672, NO.
N 785731704 L A |

ﬁﬁbg"xﬁ'23§4so Page 3



DEPARTMENT OF THE Ay - DA
STAFF COi1UNIGATIONS DIVISION 23 9 430

3,7 (U) COPIES DF REFERENCES SHDULD BE- AVAILABLE AT NAVAL
'ARCHIVES: NASH:D C. Cp-4

“BT :

#6133

NNNN

. NoTES: 1710402 IS DA IN 609989 (68) DCSOPS ‘
11720502 IS DA IN 610824 (68) JCS (ARMY DCSOPS)
__ REFS C,D,E,F,G NOT IDENTIFIED
| ACTION:  AOC {PEERS INQUIRY) T TTTmTuoam
'DISIR : OCOFSA, OSA, DCSOPS, DCSPER, CINFO, CLL, TJAG, TPMG

: DA IN 2394 30
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\RTMENT OF THE NAVY
U. S. NAVAL FORCES. VIETNAM
FPO SAN FRANCISCO 98628

FF5-16/341 jmk
3000

Ser 769
CONFIDENTIAL 2 3DEC {959

Froms Commander U, S. Naval Forces, Vietnam
Tos Commander U, S. Military Assistance Command, Vietnam
(Attn: Deputy Inspector General)

Subjs Peers Inquiry (U)

Refs (a) TELCON COL WHALEN, COMUSMACV/LT WALLIN, COMNAVFORV 17 and
18 December 1969 '

(b) COMUSMACV 1tr MACIG-DEP of 19 December 1969

(c) CTF 115 msg 190001Z March 1968 -

(d) PCF 20 meg 160930Z March 1968

(e) PCF 20 msg 161945Z March 1968

(£f) PCF 81 msg 170945Z March 1968

(g) PCF 81 msg 171705Z March 1968

(h) USS BPPERSON 171040Z March 1968

(1) USS EPPERSON 172050Z March 1968
Encls (1) Amnotated Chart of Quang Ngai Area

le (C) In compliance with references (a) and (b) ,' the following
information is forwarded:

a. Reference (c) is an OPREP-5 report which states, inter alia,
that on 16 and 17 March 1968, PCF 81 provided a blocking force for a
coastal sweep by Task Force BARKER units (paragraph Z1M pertains).

be During the period 161600H-17033%H March 1968, PCF 20 filed
two spot reports, references (d) and (e), the substance of which is
as followss

(1) At annotation #1, enclosure (1), from 161600H-161700H, PCF
20 sighted 10 sampans with several males and children embarked. There
were no women embarked. Six of the sampans were boarded and directed
to the beach. The Vietnamese appeared to have been innocent civilians
but were turned over to TF BARKER as possible sources of area intelli-
gence., Nine of the detainees were subsequently classified as possible
VC by Vietnamese National Police.

(2) PCF 20 fired HRI missions as requested by TF BARKER from
162305H~162330H and from 170315H-170335H at annotation #2. Four rounds
q_f Blll lll’ ..,‘.',‘d 13 rounds of 81MM HE were expended. No gun damage

N
b

SRR A, Ha g :
¢. During the period 170630H-172355H March 1968, PCF 81 filed two
spot reports, references (f) and (g), as followss
' GROUP.4 -
DOWNGRADED AT 3 YEAR INTERVALS } 3
DECU-\S,SIFIED‘AFTER 12 YEARS 173




FF5=-16/343 jmk
3000

CONFIDENTIAL

(1) PCF 8l provided blocking force at annotation #3 as TF
BARKER swept south from annotation #4, destroying bunkers and support
areas. During this period, TF BARKER reported several VC KIA and
many detainees, PCF 81 experienced no exfiltration by sea and expended
no ordnance. .

(2) From 172339H to 172355H, PCF 81 fired H&I as requested by
TF BARKER, at annotation #5, expending 6 rounds 81MM HE and 4 rounds
81MM WP, The results of these missions were unknown,

d. During the period 16-17 March 1968, USS EPPERSON (DD 719) fired
in support of 2nd ARVN Division. References (h) and (1) pertain. Two
missions were fired at annotations #6 and #7 which were identified as
VC assembly points. Damage assessment included 12 structures destroyed
and 10 structures damaged. A total of 113 five inch shells were expended.
Four other missions were fired but all were cutside of a five mile radius
of BS 7.

2, (cg Units corresponding to the call signs cited in references (a)
and (b) are as followss

a. Sane Drink Delta Mike - Operational call sign for the PCF
operating in Market Time Area 2D, the Cape Batangan area. "Mike" in the
call sign indicates the higher numbered PCF in the area. Records show
that this was PCF 81,

b. News Boy Indis, Two Zero - The administrative call sign of PCF 20.

b % /\///ﬂ
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RECOMMEND. TICN FOR DECODATION F(R VALOR OR MERIT
s (USARY Reg 672-1)
[‘ - anding Golicer : To"C.émrnancir:,;j Mereral FROM: Commzlailrg Of ticer
123rf‘ A'm. En. lmericad Uivision Sore-Cecat “.,'o.
F G637, APO TR SelTh C12:re ivn. fa
] . : - i L (LL, iy
1. NAME: (Sast, First, MI) 2. SN::ia 1776...0] 3. GRADE: L. BRANCH:
andrectia, Glenn U. o R ‘ (MOS-W0& EX) .
o D L I8ehe 492-58=57 10 - 8E/L ke €750
S, AGE:s 20 6. CATEGORY 1-Y | 7. MONPSS IN UN: OUS AWARD:
| (Nearest Year) PERSONNEL: {Nearest. Month)
s Lagmo oy ms) [wo
L
Be ORGANIZATIN AT TIME OF ACTION 10, ACTION OF FmﬂFﬁT VING AGTHOUITY:
' Aero-Scout Co., 123rd ivn. bu. ‘ ,
APO ok abapy P—“ apeROVAL [—J— DISAPPROVAL
- [ vearaDE [ powNarADE
—_ 11a. AYARD TNDTVIDUAL IS RECGMMENDED FOR
TF D8C scuwyn  [T}—— SERVICE FORE IGN/OTHER
5SS M : 1
- = e
SM l 3 M : NOUNp,

AM wyn

°H

QAK LEAF CLUSTER

X

{For Air Medal Only Attach USAR/ Form 131)

s Torvses syt TR

(-3

DATES 'OF SERVICE -~ MERIT:. 13, DEROS:| Tk.
16 March 1908 - - Lo

NOig

OTHERSRECOHHENDEDFORA

16, AN AWARD FOR

' SP/b, iswrence Colburn ®S "\)

" 17.  NAMES OF EYREWITNESSES
. Wi=1 Eugh C. Thompson Jr;

“USIRV Form 159-X, (Revised 22 Dec ¢
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N‘ IR afR.J‘_ L(Wh Edf" aJl avrids describe in detail what individual did to
. werract decoratlon.  For valor zwerds describe in detail the mission, terrain, an

.-.. weather, enemy conditions and fnendl,y casualties. Use plain bond paper for cone

( t.inua'cion sheet :Lf necessary) .
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el A-»--Spoem:lw "Boakth- Clase Glean U. Andreotta, RA 17701280, Ufiited States.
Aray, distinguished himself on 16 March 1968 whiie sérving as crew chief on-a
OH~-23 G helicopter in connecticn with military operations against u hostile
force in the Republlic of Vietnam. The helicorter, assigned to the Aero-Scout
Conpaxw 0. 123rd. Aviation Battalion, was on a mission providing aerial g
;£6¥.Task Ferce-Barker.. M flyigg prer the viilage of ¥y Li
iﬁm mm#‘dhﬂdr iy 1ding in i binker iocated between.
cqs .and hostile forces engaged in a heavy fire fight. At this
time 'a UH-1B gun shdp that was flying cover for the OH-23 G aircraft landed
and -the- dren were put ;into the gun ship and evacuated to a secure area
tkus saving the 1ifes of the Vietnamese children. After SE/l, Andreattals
airoraft toek sff he-spoified a wounded Vietnamese child. The aircraft was .
---janded ap Q] -up- the wounded-child and carried him-te the qreraﬁ.u‘l'he
- ahddd - et Ao ’%&tho-lid’.namese hoepital. Locat.ed i.n the tewn.of ﬁung digai .
nuhu’o-w were.t¥eated., . . R .
kndbogttale willingress to Fisk his'life for- inpotent ehildren and

ds ‘oras ;: Wy zaflect great credit upon himsea £t WA dfYS, the Kiétdcal
- ,giﬁf.ob;'s _ ed..States Army _ . -
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CR Dl
ANDREOTTA / SP 4 / B "V" POSTHUMOUS
For heroism in cornection witih military operations agfinst a nostile
force in the Republic of Vietnam, Specialist Four Andreotta distin-
guished himself by exceptionall& falorous actions on 16 March 1968
while serving aiim with the Aero-5c0u£ Company of the 123d Aviation
Battalion, Cn that date, he was serving as crew.chief aboard a
helicopter which was fiying a reconnaissance mission over the viilage
of My La for Task Force Barker. as the aircraft was passing over the
area, Specialist andreotta obscrved 14 children hiding in a bunker
between‘ground forces engaged in & heavy fire fight., As the pilioct

. ) . UNNWES  TATI R oNY

landed the helicopter, Specialist AndreottaYleft tne aircraft gnd went
to the aid o. the chilcren, mepssidyesnosshassscXSrNTINNNIST
TPk e oThisterwssisinineieniintone
At that time, an armed helicopter which was flying in support of
his aircraft landed nearby arnd opecialist Ahdreotta placed the
children aboeard for ovacuation to & secure area, After M} his
aircraft took off, Specialist andreotta observed a wounded
Vietnamese child. Once again the aircraft landed and Specialist
Andreotta, without regard for nis own safety, left the craft,
picked up the wounded child and carried the child to his # helicopter.
Th%‘ ther. flew t'né child to hospital for treatment,
Specialist Four Andreotta's perscnal bravery, unselfish concern for
the lives of the young children and decisive actions in the face
of enemy fire were in keeping with the.nighest traditions of the
military service ami reflected grea. credit upon himself, the

americal Division, ana the United States army,
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CEROECE LD CTLATTON

BY DIxeCTION OF D1k foenIusN, Uhuik T PLOVLTehs OF eXedll The
Gk 11046, 24 AUGUST 1662, h SRONZE JTAR MbiAL FUR HERCISM I
CONK-CTICR “TTH MTL14ARY OF RTINS AGATNSG A KCGST1.. PCECL IN T¥:
RFUBLIC G VILTNAM IS AWAFDED TO SFiCIALIST FUUPTE CLASS Goibh U.
AMDREOTTA, HA 1770128, UNITED STATES aRWY Wh CISTINGUITELD HIMS:F
BY ¥XCELFTICNALLY HUBANITARIal ANU VALLIAUS 4CTS (L 16 MARCH 1968
WHILE S:RVING AS Clil CILF ON A OH-23 G i:LICUMTrh AS.IGKED TC THL
AZRG-SCCUT CUMPARY CF THL 125R% AVIATICH BATTALICN. WHILE FLYING
CVER THk VILLAGE CF MY A ON A R:COUMMAIS::ACE MISSICN FCR TASK FLRCE
BARKER SP/L ANCKiCTTA SFCTTED FIFTRs: CHILUREIN HIDING IN A BUNK:R
BETWALK GROUND FURCES chGAGED Ik A EraVY Fl1tr FIGHT. HIS 4IRCEAFT
LANDED AKD SF/L ANPR:OTTA GUT THi CHILobrN GUT OF THo BUNKrK. AT
THIS TIMk A UH-1B GUN SHIF THAT :4S FLYING CUVEH FUR OH-23 G AIRCIAFT
LUNDED AND.THE GKILLR:N Wikh FUT IMIG THe GUN SHIF AND :VACUATEL TG A
SECURE ~ReA THUS SAVING THr LIVES CF THE ChILDREN. AFTHR SP/L
AMDHEUTTA'S AIKCHAST TGLK CFF bp 31CTTED & WOUNDED VIaTMAMES R CFILD.
THr. AIKCRAFT LANDED iNi FHe FICK:L 1% <CUNDED CHILD UP AMD CARRIED
THe GHILD TG The AIECY -“T. THL ChILD Wa® TAKi) TC THb VIETNAM:SE HOSPITAL
LUGCATED IN Thi VILLAGE CF QUANG tGAI aby TREATED FGR KIS WOUNDS. SF/L
ANORLOTIA'S FERSUNAL CCULAT: AKD DMCISIVEL.SS UNDiK FIRk, ESFECTALLY
DURING THE RASCUL CF Th: wCUND:D CLILD, ARPE IN KeRFING WITH THE HIGHEST
TRADITIONS OF TEE MILITARY SKFVICL AND FiFLiCT GRuay CRRCIT UPCN HIMSRLF,

KIS UNIT, THE AM:RICAL oIVISION, AND THE UNITeD .TaliS ARMY.


http:BUNKL..Ii

mm’rmss 'STATEMENT

S Tom 16 lllrch 1968 SP/l Glenn U. Andreott.a, RA 17701280, United
: States Army was fiying as crew chief in an CH=23 G ‘helicopter
‘assigned to the Aero-Scout COmpany, 123rd Aviation Battalion, on a
-.uiasion rrowiding aerial reconnaissence for Task Force Barker. While
‘over. the village of My La SP/l Andreotts spotted fifteen ;

“children *iding in a bunker located between friendly forces and hostile
forces engaged in a heavy fire fight. His aircraft landed and SP/L
- Andreotta got the children out of #& bunker. At this itime:a UH-1B gun |
“‘ship that was flying cover for tre UH-23 G aircraft ],anded and the
“ehildren were put into the gun ship and. evacuated to a secure area

-thus saving the lives of the children. After SP/L Andreotta's aircrart
"took off he spotted & wounded Vietnamese child. 'l'he ircraft was
“landed and he picked the wounded child up and carried the child to X
the sircraft. The child was taken to the Viet.nanese Hospiﬂal located

‘!m th&town of uang Ngal and treated. =

" -During the whole.incident SP/l, Anoreotta was ablb to 1keep\ his
‘ec.powre and his bravery and. professionaiism were. t.al in
saving - the l:l:vee of s:bct.een imocent ct. ﬂdren. o '
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DEPACNINE CF 115 ARVY
HIAL QUARTEAS AMERICAL DIVISION
ATO San Tisneiscs 9837

CENErAL ORDERS ;7_’3r April 1968
NUMBER 2137

AWARD OF THE BRONZE STAR MIDAL

——

1e TC 320, The following AVARD is announced posthumously.

ANDREOTTA, GLéNN U. RA17701280 (SulxN L92-52=57L 1) , SPRCIALIST FOUk FJ,,
United States Army, Aero-Scout Company, 123d Aviation Battalion APO 9637L
Awarded: Bronze Star Medal with "V" Device
Date action: 16 March 1968
Theater: Republic of Vietnam
Reason: For heroisn in connection with military operations against a
hostile force in the Republic of Vietnam., Specialist Four
Andreotta distinguished himself by exceptionally valorous ac-
tions on 16 March 1968 while serving with the Aero-Scout
Company of the 123d Aviation Battalion. On that date, he was
serving as crew chief aboard & helicopter which was flying a
reconnaissance mission over the village of My Ia for Task Force
Barker, As the aircraft was passing over the area, Specialist
Andreotta observed 15 children hiding in a bunker between
ground forces engaged in a heavy fire fight., As the pilot
landed the helicopter, Specialist Andreotta unhesitatingly left
the aircraft and went to the aid of the children, At that
time, an armed helicopter which was flying in support of his
aircraft landed nearby and Specialist Andreotta placed the
- children aboard for evacuation to a secure area, After his
aircraft took off, Specialist Andreotta observed a wounded
Vietnamese child. Once again the aircraft landed and Speck list
Andreotta, without regard for his own safety, left the craft,
picked up the wounded child and carried the child to his heli-
copter. They then flew the child to a2 hospital for treatment.
Specialist Four Andreotta‘:s personal bravery, unselfish concern
for the lives of the young children and decisive actions in the
face of enemy fire were in keeping with the highest traditions
of the military service and reflected great credit upon him-
gelf, the Americal Division, and the United States Army.
Authority: By direction of the President under the provisions of Execu-
' tive Order 11046, 24 August 1962,

FOR THE COMMANDER:

OFFICIAL: 5  NELS A. PARSON, JR.
: Colonel, GS
Chief of Staff

T,

d
DONALD Y. #. CHUNG
LTC, AGC
Adjutant General
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GENERAL ORDERS NUMBER 2137, dated 23 April 1958, DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY,
e DOUARTERS , AMFRICAL DIVISION AFC San Fronei=ze 9La7, (Sord)

pISTRIBUTION:
25 AVDF-AGD
. AVDF-AGA
" AVDF..JD
€2 Aero-Scout Co, 123d Avn Bn
CC, 1234 Avwn Bn ATTN: 31
CG, & IRICAL DIVISION
CG, USARV-ATIN: ' AG Awards

-— et = - DN

SPECIAL DISTRIBUTION:
{ USA Pers Swc Support Center
{TTN:  AGPE-F ‘
Tort Benjamin Harrison, Ind. 46216
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DEPARMEN'T OF THE L8N
HEADQUARTERS AMERICAIL DIVISION
APO San Francisco 9637,

GENER.L ORDERS 14, May 1968
NU4BER 2585

AWARD OF THE BRONZE STAR MEDAL

ie TC 320, The following AWARD is announced.

COLBURN, TAWRENCE RA18975748 (SSAN 559-446-6882), SPECIALIST FOR W,
United States Army, Aero-Scout Company, 123d Aviation Battalion APO
%34
Aiwarded: Bronze Star Medal with "V¥ Device
Date actiocn: 16 March 1968 ‘
Theater: Republic of Vietnam
Reason: For heroism in connection with military operations against a
hostile force in the Republic of Vietnam, Specialist Four
Colburn distinguished himself by exceptionally valorous actions
on 16 March 1968 while serving as a gunner on a OH-23G heli-
copter. On that date, his helicopter was flying a recon-
naissance mission over the village of My ILa for Task Force
"Barker" when the crew chief spotted 15 children hiding in a
bunker between ground forces engaged in a heavy fire fight,
After his helicopter landed, Specialist Colburn jumped to the
ground and immediately removed the children from the bunker.
After the gunship which was flying cover for his aireraft
landed, he helped place thc children aboard and they were
evacwted to & secure arca, After his ship was airborne,
Specialist Colburn spotted a wounded Vietnamese child lying
in an exposed ares bctween the two forces, After his heli-
copter landed, Specialist Colburn quickly rushed to the wounded
child, picked him up, and carried him to the helicopter.
Specialist. Four Colburn's personal bravery, unselfish concern
for his fellow man, and devotion to duty are in keeping with
the highest traditions of the military service and reflect
great credit upon himself, the Americal Division and the
United States Army.
Authority: By direction of the President under the provisions of
Executive Order 11046, 2, August 1962,

FOR THE COMMANDER:
_QFFICIAL: NELS 4. PARSON, JR.

Colonel, GS
Chief of Staff

Adjutant General

EXHIBIT M-43



RECOMIAL:LATION FCh

DLCF NOFOn VALOR CR

(Subrzt In Three Copies)

VYRR

g I

TR Commanding OFfioad

123rd Avn. Bn,
APO SF 96374

Commandirg General rﬁdﬁf
Americsl Division - Aero
APO 5T 9274 H
i ABX

Commanding

123>

Neeicar

o)
sl

Bn.

=Grout
2 Avr,
943

o

T. NAME (Last, Firet, MIJ
Colburn, Lawrence NI

) . CRADE:
' RA 189,571&51 3 -
BSAN: 557-i,6-48%2 SP/h

b m%l‘

(MOS-;‘/;’O & LM

5. AGE
{Nearest Zear)
20

YES

6. CATEGORY 1~Y ‘7-
PERSONNEL :

MONTHS IN VN:
(Nearest Month)
NO 4

} 8. POST*{UM(.'Ju AT TN

] yws

o] NO

"

9. ORGANIZATION AT TIiME OF
Agre—Scout Co., 123rd Avm.

10. ACTION OF FIN
[} —— apPRrOVAL

ACTICN
En.

COLE

1] vrcRAIE

Al APPROVING AUTH

(] ——DISAPPRCVAL

[} powNGrADL

11,

AWALDS INDIVIDU;L IS RECOMMENLED FOR

c:........__nsc

FOREIGN/OTHLE

. i CM nyn D

SERVICE

AWARD

O S8
o | -DFC
o SM
= BS v [
D AM nyn

O LM

[ ACHIEVEMENT
AN NONE
ACM

PH [} ——=04K LEAF CLUSTLR

(For Air Medal Only Attach USARV Ferm 131)

12, DAIES OF SERVICE - MERIT:

DiEROS:

‘11»

CURRENT GRCARIZITION:

Aero=Scout Co., 123rd Avn., BEn.

DATE(S) OF ACTIONXXXVAiLOR:

16 Mar 68

13
' i Dec 68 | — APO SF 96374

—

-l

i ~ TEOORATION

>

13,

_ PREVIOUS AWARDS (P & Higher
DATE OF ACTION OR SERVICE TTRORT

["18. OTHLRS RECOMMENDED FOR N ﬂf‘{}m FOR THz SAVE ACTIGN.
asiey"

~ SP/L, Glemn v. Anéreott;

(State Name and award)

I~ 17. NAMES OF EYEWITNESSES:
WO-1 Tagh C. Thompson

0

=Y




r‘vY,-f!. _:-'T,-v_-,-l —\ﬂss -:.‘)"-:‘ -‘r.jr‘ﬁ:"',‘..—.‘:w?

On 16 March 1668 37/4 Lawrence Colturn, ™!\ 18979740 Tnited States
pArmyves flying as a gunner in on 0I'-23 G helicopter asaigned o the
sero-Scout Company, 12373 Aviation 2ritrlion, on & mission providin<
‘aerial reconnaissance for Task Porce T-rlier, hile fling over the villace
of My La SP/4 Anoreotta, the aircrafts crew chief, svoited Sfifteen
children hidines in a bunker located beiween frirndly forecs and hostile
forces engaged in a heavy fire ficht. SE/4 Colburn's aircraft landed ard
he got the children out of the bunker. At this time the UH-1® gun ship
that mas flying cover for the OH-2° € 2ircraft land-d and the children
vere mut into the aircraft and evacustei %o o secure area. After 3P/4
Ctolburn's aircreft took off a wounded Vietnames~ chila wes arotted. The
aircraft landed and he helned nick up the wounded child a2nd carry him to
the aircraft. The child was tzken tc the Vietnamese Fospital loceted in
the towm of Quag Ngal and treated f~r his vounds. .

Without SP/4 Colhurn's preat courar~e end intense professionalism
the lifes of sixteen innocent children mny verv well hove been lost.

*Y"g . PEOMPSON
0=, fYH.

LIRGAIT COMMINDER



- ¥NOIOSTD CITATION

. -0

BY DIRECTTON OF mm Pr'sr\“n" R ME movzsxoss oF :.:m:umrrv ORDER
11046, 24 ATCUST 1962, A Baovzr STAR wr:w.u FOR' m:norsn ™ com:cwzon vITE
MILTPARY.-OFERATIONS AGAINST A POSTILS FORCE ™ RS um,xc oF vIEM™
IS A¥ARDED TO SPECIALIST POURTH CLASS LAMRTNCE comm, u 13975743, .
UNTTED Srares ARMY, VHO nrﬂ'rmvxsu"o mﬂsvz.r BY "tcwrzo?u,m vu.oaows '
ACTS ON 16 MARCH 1968 WHILE SERVING AS A CUNYER ON A On-23 6 mrcom-:m
ASSIGRED 70 TEE AERO-SCOU? cormm OF THT, 123:«1 AVIATION nm-vmon. mv_
n.m ovm THE vm...sg or ¥y LA ov A Rmro...mssm mssron VOR PASK |
.roncn BARKER SP/4 mm-m, a1 wqm's mw , smmm FIFTEN
CHTLDREN mmc TH-A BUNKTR TETVESN ¢ GROVFD RORCES mrmm m mw PIR" _
FIoET, _«*nz Amm LANDYD AWD SP/4 COLBURE GO 2 "mm'm om oF TR
mm .A!TBISTD'F"H“UF-EGUT\'S“IPTH&?WAS mrm covmvonvrm: |
OE-23 6 amcm LANDED mm!“ CHILIWRY RS PO, m'o m cm svtv m

IVACUATED 70 A SECUK® m-u. m sv/4 mvmws sm:r m omr an svo'r"o'

Q‘a

- A WOUNDED me "T'II“ vy, AIP.?" "'f' Lm 'MP}E ""‘T"L‘DFCXUP“'Y""

e
TREATED. sf/a 661.1:«;&}:.3 i §
"'PP ‘!I"SGUF or m \'Om
OF THE MILTTARY -STOYICH s mw

TTR. mrm. DIVISION, 'n R
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Divrnntrad T Cr TA‘L.E!ILXU\E
Hecdguerters, ..merienl Mivision
a0 den Proneisco 90374

GENEX..L ORDERS : 1 July 1968
NUNBEat 3601

soualD OF THE JIoTINGUISEED FLYING CROSS
¢

1« TC 320, The followin; svaiD is cnnounced.

THOi1S0K, HUGH C Jiv W3157206 (SSul 254-58-5661), UalduNT OFFICER V1, .ero

bcout Compeny, 123d ..viction Battelion «:0 9637L

awerdecds Distinguished Flying Cross

Dete action: 16 wmarch 1908

Theater: Hepublic of Vietnom

uecscn: Fur heroism while participoting in cericl flight as evidenced by
veluntory actions chove and beyond the call of duty, uwerrant Officer
Thompsen aistinguished himeclf by exeeptionally velorous cetions on
16 March 196G in the iicpublic of Vietnau while serving zs a pilot
oi an obscrvation cirercft with the 123 aviction Battolion, On that
date, .c1rant Officor Thompscn's aireraft wes performing o
reconnuisscnce ond screening :ission for friendly forees mper quong
Ngei. «ofter spotting cpproximrtely 15 young children who were trying
to hide in a2 bunker between Viet Cong positions «nd advancing
friendly forces » narrant Officur Thompson londed his - helicopter near
the children cnd moved tiem to o secure area., Only voments lcoter,
he located a wounded Vietnaiese child, &ught in the intense cross
fire, Disregorcing his own s:.fety, he agein londed his helicopter
and evacwated the wounded child to the (uong Ngei hospitel. Varrant
Officer Thompson's her ic aetions saved several innocont lives while
his .sound juigcment greotly cnhonced Vietnciese-hiwrican relations ir
the cperctioncl arca, lorrant Officer Thompson's cormendable displey
of personcl horeisn, unsclfish concern for others, and avid devotion
to duty are in kceping with the highest traditions of the military
service and reflect grect credit upon himself, the imericel Division,
and the United States ~rmy.

authoritys By direction of the iresident under the mrovisions of the act of

Congress, approved 2 July 1926,

FOR THS COMiANDER @

OFFICIHLS I\IEI.S l"ko PIARSON, JR.
T Colonel, GS

Con Chief of Staff
l- o - A

CJUEN K. SAJLET

?LT,- ‘AGC

asst 4G

EXHIBIT M-4



GINAAL GROERS NUDHER 35C1, dated 1 July 1656, DERIDMENT oF THE JRMY,
HRADQUARTERS, AMZRIC.L DI ISIUN .00 Sen Mranclsco 537 (Cont)

DISTRTIUTTION:
25-LVDP-0GD

2-0VDF=AGA

2-3VIFIG

2-%0, Indlv Cone
1.AVDF-AGZRU

O-AVDF-AGPR

1-Cu, Aero Sct Co, 123 .va In
10y, 1254 Avn 3n ATTN: Sl
1-CG, JMERICAL DIVISION
1-CG, USARY ATTN: AG .wexls

SPRCIAL DIFIMITUTION:
12460 ATTN:  AGYTF-F

(Zor official personnel file)
0-UBA Pers Sve Suporort Centexr

ATIN: LiGPE-F

Fort Denjemin Hrrrison, Ind, 4624S
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F"B' NARRATIVE DESCRIPFION: (For ali awards deseribe in detail wiat individuals

Aid to warrant decoration. For viler award describe in defail the misslen,
terrain and weather, ecnemy coulitions, and friendly casnalties. Use pla.i.q
bond paper for continuation sheet if necessary.

Warrant Officer Tugh C. Thundsen Sv., W3157206, United Stales Army,
distinguished hinmself by cxce: tionn’ly valorous actions while engoged in
Lilitary operations sgainst 2 hostile force in the Hepudlic of Vietnan,
w0 Thompscn was piloting an DH-ZF shservatior helicopter as a port of ex
~Aoro Scout recomraissence teanm screcriing for elements of task force
Baxrker, approximtely 1C miles northeast of Quang XNgai, Republic of Vietd-
rem. Viet Cong snipers had been spotted to the front of advencing friend-
ly elemente, Approximately 15 children were spotteld by him, hiding in a
pertially destroyed bunker between friendly and hostile forces, Urhesi-
tatingly he landed his heliccpter and supervised moving of the children
to an area wherz one of his armed helicsonter escort aircrailt could fly
them to a secure area. Only moments later he spotted = wounded Viet-
nagese child, landed and evecuated the child to a nearby hospital, Lis
courage and selfless devotion to duty saved a rmber of imzocent lives
and greatly enhanced Vietnamese-American reletions. His valorous actions
are in keeping with the highest traliiticns of military service and re-
flect great credit upon himself, his unit, the Americal Division end the
United Statez Army.

9. INCLOSURES: ‘20, INDIVIDUAL INITIATING RECOMMENDATION

Ryewitness
statement NAME, GRADE & POSITION

Proposed citati_o_n

SIGVATYRE & DATE:

CLYDE P ITSOR, MAJ, INF, CMDG |

L. RECON ENDATION OF THRU COMAND: . — —
RECQMNEND: -~~~ _AFPROVAL ~ DISAPPROVAL OTMER____
, GRADE & POSITION - ¥ SIGKA

JOBN L BOLLADAY, LFC, ARIOR, CMDG




~HOMPSON / WOl / DFC

TR DY

ror heroism while participating in acrial fliyht as evidenced Dy ¥SXOLAY

voluntary actions above and lLieyord tie c¢.li o:i duty. .ervant Cfiicer Thonpson

.4

distinsuished himself by exceptinnzlly valorous aciisons on 16 March 1968 in
' N\Of AN

the Eepublic of Vietnam while sorvins as & pﬁoWservation aircraft

with the 123rd AGEFEEIMR iviation 3atizlion. 6n ihst date, harrant Officer

Thoipso.r's aircraft was performing a r;(:onnaiss;_z.r'ce ard scraening mdssion
FER

children who were
trying to hide in a ounker between Vici tong DOJ"thI.u and wdvancing friendly

“orc‘* m scnpifibe-rarass dmiomshte—gwm=sotalge, warrant Officer

"‘hompson landed his helicorter neqar lhe c“iidren and moved them to an area

ghere an accompanying helicopter could ian: ard myve then to 7 Secure ared,
L4

' ) c#e ‘n 44t IhtEnss o ress fim,
Only moments later, he locatea a w0u1,dt=d Jistnamese c‘nld,

el AvS 0w 5,7-/$ry, he a »uh
/ landed his helicoPtet @ Tevacie bed the # woundeu child to the {uang Ngai

hospital, Warrant Officer Thompson's maﬂ heroic wctions iismi
fadgmimtbly . s:.ved several inrocent lives while his sound judgement grec;tiy
enhanced Vietnamese-imerican rolations in the nyerational area, Warrant

0ficer Thompson's comiendable disrlay of perscnal hercis:i, unselfish concérn
fer others, and avid devotior te cuty .re ir kespin. viith the highest traditions
of ¢ = rilitary sorvice and reflect great eradil uror

Jivision, :rd @R the nited State: ..vme,
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PROPOSED C1TATION
BY DIKECTION OF THE PReSiiéNT, UNIeR T SROVISIONS OF THs 41 OF CON-
GRESS, APPROVED 2 JULY 1926, i DISTINGUISHED FLYING CROSS'IS awaRDED T0
WAKKANT QFFICER HUGH C. THOMPSON JR., W3157206, UNILKD STATES ARY, FOR
HEROISM WHILS PARTICIPATING IN AsR1AL FLIGKT EVIIENCZD BY VOLUNTARY
ACTION ABOVE AND BEYOND Thi CALL OF LUTY. WARRANY OFFICEK THOMPSON
DISTINGUISHZD BIMSELY & EXCiPIIONALLY VALCGROUS ACTIONS ON 16 MARCH
1968 WHIL: SERVING &S 4 PILOT QN 4N OBSERVAIION AIKCRAFT PEMFORIING &
REGQNAISSANCE ANL SCREENING MISSIQN ¥OR FRIENDLY FORCES NER \UaliG
NGAI, REPUBLIC OF VI:GNAM. LE SPOPT-D AFFiCAIMATHIY 15 YOUNG CHILIEEN
WHO WERE TRYING TO HIIE IN 4 BUNK:R BHTWESK VIET CONG POSITIONS AND ADw
VANCING FRIENDLY FORCES. SHOWING COMPLSTE DISKEGARD FOR HOSTILE FIKE,
WARRANT OF:rICER THOMPSON LANIED HI. HSLICOPUEA NEAR THE CHILIKEN AND
MOVED THEM TO AN AKEA WHERE AN ACCOMPANYING ARMED HELICOPT:K COULD LaND
AND MOVE THEM TO A SSCURE KA. ONLY -OMNTS LufiR HE LOCATED i WOUNDED
vnmim CHILD &ND 4GAIN UNHESITATINGLY LANDsD HIS HSLICOPTEK, AND
EVACUATED THE WOUNIED Culil T0 QUANG NGAl BOBPITAL. WARRANT OFFICER
THGMPBQN'S FEARLGSS ACTIONS IN ALL PROBABILITY AVED SEVERAL INNOCENT
LIVES, AND HIS COURAGE AND SOUN: JUIGMENT GREATLY ENHANCED VISTHAMESE-
AMERICAN REL#TIONS IN THE OPERATIONAL ARSA. WARRANT OFFICER'S THOMPSON'S
COURAGE AND IEVOPICN 70 DUTY WelE IN KocPING WITH THE HIGHEST TRADITIUNS
GF THE MILI.ARY SERVICE AND REFLECT GRSAr CAEDIT UPQN HIMSELF, THE

AM:RICAL DIVISICN, AND THE UNITED STATES ARMY,



Sl dn' =B M~E=N=T

Warrant Officer Hugh C. Trhowpson uistinguished himself by heroisu
while flying an OH-23G helicopter on 16 iiarch 1véd. afs wission Was
to fly low level and recon ahead of aovancing elements of friendiy
ground forces., Sniper fire hud veen received forward of friendly units
end while flying towards it, Werrant Ofricer Taowyson noticed & number
of children trying to hide in &n old bunker between the friendly and
eneny forces. Unnhesitatingly ne lanceéa nis nelicoupter anc direccted
movement of tne children to an area where an accompanying armed heli=-
copter could land und move them to safety. He nad just texen off ayain
when he saw a wounded Vietnumese boy. without hesitation or regard tor
Viet Cong fire, he lsnued snd picked up the child una flew him to the
ARVN hospital at yuang Gnail vity several minutes away.

.%&W,ML- I i

&NCE M COLBURN

SP4E4, RA18975748
Co B, 123d awm Bn
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AVDF-AGD THOMPSON, Bugh C., 1lst Ind

W3 157 206 (2 May 68)

SUBJECT: Recommendation for Decoration for Valor or Merit
DA, Heedquarters, Americal Division, APO 96374 1A May 68
TO: Commanding Officer, 123d Aviation Battalion, APO 96374
1. Returned without action.

2, Request resubmission of recommendation with letter of explanation

stating reason for the delay.
EARL DAMATO '
CPT

'FOR THE COMMANDER:

2 Incl

1. STATEMENT (Sp4 Colburm) .

2. Proposed Citation Asst Adjutant General
AVDP=-ABK Thompson, Hugh C. 2nd Ind

W3 157 206 (2 May 68)
SUBJECTs Recommendation for Decaration for Valor or Merit

c«nnnding Of ficer, 123rd Aviation Battalion, APO 96374 18 May 68
P03 DA, Headquarters, Americal Division, APO 96374

le The reason for the delay in submission of this recommendation is
probably not justified. The date of valor was 16 March 1968 but WO
Thompsan's role in the action was not known until & much latexr date.
WO Thompson recommended SP4 Andreotta and SP4 Colbura for awards for
this same action. On 8 April 1968 SP4 Andreotta was killed by hostile
~ action and his recommendation :or awarda was then given priority for
subzission by the awaras and decoration clerk. 4s this award was
being processed we realized th:t WO Thompson's actions needed to be
investigated to see if he merited an award. SP4 Colburn was in-
terviewed and it was found that an award was appropriates Necessary
action was then initisted and the recommendat.on was submitted,
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AVBF-AX (2 iiay 68) 2nd Ind 1& lay 1968
SUBJECTs Recommendation for .ecorution fo. Valor or berds

2 It is felt that en appropriate award should be recommended for
a deserving person when it becomes known to tue comaander., In
this case it was not known until a later date and appropriate
action was then taken,

FOR THE COMMANDER s

Cpt A0
ad jutant
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ANARES T(RKSEEET

e

i .

NAME  THOLPSOH, HOGiH C, Jii, CRADE 01 SN w31572.8 BR/MOS_ AV
UNIT ACRC=SCOUT 00, 1530 AVii BH DEROS &6 DEC 38

DATE ACTICN/PERIOD OF svc _ 16 MHAR 68

RECOMMENTED AwaRD ©ISTIHQU!SHED FLYING CROSS

RECOMMENDATIONS: RECOMMENDER: CLYDE P. WILBON, LiAJ, INF, CHOG

INTERMEDIATE COMMANDER JOUN L. HOLLADAY, LTC, RECOMUENDS APPROVAL _

OTHER AWARDS AFFROVED Ii THE REFUBLIC OF vm (psc) (ss) (oFe) ' ()

(BSM 0LC) (ARCQM . CIC) (PH ) (aM 0LC)

RECOMMENDATIONS AND COMMENTS OF BOARD MEMBERS:

CQMMENTS
(AP/FLOV" DISAFIHCVED DCWNGRADE TO UPGRADE TC
1e coL JWS, Y M : 3 : PR ] |

20b




ARARDS VICRKSHEET

NaE THOUPSON, HUGH C. JR,  GRAJE_ 501 SN_WX1GZ2@G  TRAMOS__aym
unIT_AERG=SCOUT 20, 323D AVN BN DEROS__ 243 DEG 49

DATE ACTICN/FERIOD OF svc __16 WAR 68
KECQMMENIED AwaiD__ DISTINQUISHED FLYING CROSS

RECOMMENDATIONS: RECOMMENDER: _ OLVIL Py mw

INTERMEDIATE COMMANZER ___ WOUN Lo WMDA_!._LIQ.WWL

OTHER AWARDS APFROVED IN T REFUBLIC OF VIETNAM  (DSC) (sS) (DFC) (M)
(B3M 01C) (ARCCOM CLC) (PK ) (M OLC)

RECOMMENDATIONS AND COMMENTS OF 3CARD MEMEERS:

COMMENTS

AFFROVED  DISAFIZGVED ~DOWNGRAIE TO  UPGRADE TO
1 “ m . o * . [ 3 [ 4 * > .
2 m m [ O . 3 L3 L3 [ . :
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AWARDS WCRKSHEET

NioE_THOWPSON, HUGH Co JR.  GRACE_WO1 SN W31ST24G  TR/MOS_ayy
unzr MERO=SCOUT CO, 123D AVN BN DERCS_26 DEC 68

DATE ACTION/FERIOD CF svc _ 16 MAR 68
RECOMMENIED Awirp PISTINQUISHED FLYING CROSS

RECOMMENDATIONS: RECOMMENIER;__CLYDE Po WILBON, MAJ, INF, CMDG

INTERMEDIATE COMMANDER JOHN Le HOLLADAY, LTC, RECOMMENDS APPRQVAL |

OTHER AWARDS AFFROVED IN THE REFUBLIC CF VIETNAM (DSC) (Ss) (DFc) (%)
(BsM clc) (ARCOM CLC) (PH ) (a_ OLC)

RECOMMENDATIONS AND COUMMENTS OF BOARD MEMBERS:

COMMENTS

APTROVED DISATIRCVED ~ DOWNGRALE TO  UPGRADE TO
fe Q0L Jouzs : : : H s s
2, LTC BAXLEY : s s : 3 s :
3, L¥C me - : s Qﬂ% s A :

PFEC

AMERICAL Div Form , 1204 dtd 17 Apr\é'g—,{eplac_es Americal Div Form 1204,
dtd 23 Dec 67 '
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 DISPOSITION FORM

. (AR 34318}
REFERENCE OR OFFICE SYMBOL SUBJECT
AVDF-AGPRO Decorations
TO AG AWARDS » FROM DATE " May €8 CMII

Chicf, Off Rcds Or

1. The follcwing previous awards (Purple Heart or higher) have been awarded

to i ~58=5661_ .
- DECORATI 0:1(3) DATE CF ACTION / SVe AUTHORTT¢

NONE NONE NONE

2, This action EXXY (is not) in contravention of AR 600-31,

/gg - M
S. FUJ E-’%§
CV3, USA

Chief, Off Recds Br
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AVIF-IG 24 Ind .
SUBJECT: Request for Assistance

DA, I, Americal Division, APO 9637k 30 Aug 1968

T70s Commanding General, United States.Army, Vietnam, ATIN: AVIHIG
APO 96375 ;

1. An inquiry was conducted by this office as directed., PFC Ebinger was not
available for intervied, having rotated back to CONUS on 11 August 1368 for
early release from active duty to at:bend college.

2, The results of the inquiry indicated the following concerning the xllega=
tions made by PIC Ebingers

2. B3ll point pens were available in armle quantitics in Lth Battzlion
3d Infantry throughout the period in question.

be In early June, elements of hls battzlion were conducting combat opere
ations in on area infested withh leeches. Leech repellent was orucred uy the’
Jattolion S=-4 and was received by his unit within two days. 2The Davtalion
Serzeant lMejor delivered thes repellent to the troops in the ficld. After
delivery, no complaints were received fram menbers of PFC Ebingerts couipany
recarding lack of repellent.

ce Interviews with officers and ICO's of the battalion indicated no
knorledge of any ofiicer allaring a nctive former to be used as a point nan
in crossing a mined crea, nor was tlere eny indication of toriuring any
captives by this wnit or its peraonnel.

d. During the period in question, there were no reported incidents of
repe by rnerbers of PFC Bbingert's Comany.

3¢ Five comissioned officers and two non-commissioned officers of FFC
Ibinger's ifomer battcelion were intorviewed for this inquiry. Unavailable
for this Inquiry was Csptain Darl liichels, his Campany Comrander in Vielnam
fraa Decanber 67 to 28 May 196U, who died as & result of a helicopter accident
on 13 June 1968.

2 Incl CARROLL E. SWAIN
nc Iic, IG
Inspector General
EXHIBIT M-45
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DEPARTIGNT OF THZ ARMY
CFFICE OF TEZ IIMPICTOR CTUINIRLL
Washington, D.C. 20315

IG-ARX Ibinger, John, Jr.

SUBJ-CT: Request for %ssistance 13 Aug 1568

Commanding General
United States Army, Vietnam
ATT':s  Insnector General

-

420 3an Francisco 96375

1. Reference is made to the attached Jetter, dsted 30 July 1958, to
Preosident Johnson from 2J0C Jonn C. Zbingcer, Jr., Corpany 3, Lt
Dottalion, 3d Intaentry, 1llth Bricade, Anericeal vivision, APC San
cacisco 96217. (Incl 1)

Oy

2. T:e referenced corresmondence, concerning alleged improter conditions
. : 3 oY b :
in his unit, mistreatment of crptrred versonrel, and reloted natters,
is forwarded for enpronriate inguiry end ection. /fcknewledgerent of receipt

has been nade, (Incl 2)

3. In view of Presidentizl inter:st, rcc est this office be infomied of

vour findings and provided with informetion vpon whaich to bose 2 reply,

by not later than 12 Sentember 1960. Your report should reflect an
berview with PiC Lbinger.

ICT T L3FUCTOR GINERL:

FIIDER Le FAIR

Colonsl, IG

Chief, Assistence and
Reviews Branch
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AVHIG Ebinger, John, Jre. 1st Ind

(13 August 1968) '

SUBJECT: Request for Assistance

HEADQUARTERS, UNITED STATES ARMY, VIETNAM, APO 96375 19 August 1968
T0: Inspector General, Americal Division, APO 96374

1. Forwarded fdr inquiry and appropriate action,

2. It is requested that inforiation upon which to base a reply be

furnished this office by not later than L September 1568. Your
report should reflect an interview with PFC Ebinger.

2 Incl B. H. KERR
nc Colonel, IG
Inspector General
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ACTION
V. D P 5
MEMO ROUTING SLIP |EVERISEronaRProvats plssbeaoyssa
1 TO INITIALS | CIRCULATE
_/ ~ - < i
<~ /_ ( — 9\ ) | oame COORDINATION
2 FILE
INFOYIIA‘I'ION
3 ) . nor:r AND
RETURN
PER COM.
VERSATION
4 SEE ME
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Symmary of Interview

LIC Alvin E. Adkins, A CofS G-2, and formerly the Battalion Commander of
the 4th Battalion, 3d Infantry, was interviewed and stated in substance
the following: i

e
LTC Adkins commanded the 4th Battalion, 3d-Infantry on its arrival in
Vietnam during December 1967, He commanded the battalion until 31 May
1968 when he was replaced by LTC Barker who was killed in a helicopter
accident in June 1968. LTC Adkins recalled that CPT Michel, B Company
Commander, was also killed in the same accident. No incidents of alleged
rape or mistreatment to a captured farmer were reported during the period
LTC Adkins commanded the battalion. Also, there was no requirement for
leech repellent. Subordinate unit commanders were informed to question the
local populace about locations of mines and booby traps and watch their
movements through the area very carefully. The philosophy behind this was
that if the Vietnamese knew of mines and booby traps in the area he would
avoid them. On one occasion, LTC Adkins related an incident where local
force V.C. influenced local villagers to make allegations of rape against
soldiers of his unit. Upon checking it out there was no case. This is
a common practice of the V.C. in effort to summon hostility toward American
troops and improve support for them, CPT Michel's reputation and character
were such that rape or mistreatment of captured personnel would not have
been condoned in his unit. '
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Sumpary of Interview

CPT Jimmy Davis, Commanding Offiéer, Company B, 4th Battalion, 3d Infantry
was interviewed on 27 August 1968 and stated in substance the following:

Captain Davis assumed command of Company B on 28 May 1968 replacing

Captain Earl Michels, who became the Battalion S-2, On 13 June 1968, Captain
Michels was killed as a result of a helicopter accident. PFC Ebinger was
assigned to the company until mid-August 1968 when he rotated to the United
States. FPFC Ebinger was never in the field on combat operations during

the period 28 May to mid-August 1968. He was assigned to the Battalion
Trains performing duty with the supply element. FFC Ebinger was known

to be a complainer and constantly maintained temporary profiles ::strict-
ing performance in his MOS 11B. Captain Davis does not recall any incidents
as alleged by PFC Ebinger. The unit has had an adequate supply of ball
point pens and leech repellent., No complaints have been received regarding
shortages of the aforementioned.
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Sumpary of Interview

Captain Davis Shanks, Battalion Surgeon, 4th Battalion; 3d Infantry was
i{nterviewed on 28 August 1968 and stated in substance the following:

Captain Shanks arrived in Vietnam with the battalion in December 1967.
Shortly after arrival, B Company performed a combat operation for approx-
imately a five day duration, FFC Ebinger was a part of this combat opera-
tion. Upon completion of the operation, FFC Ebinger came to the Battalion
Surgeon and claimed that his ankle was giving him trouble. A thfough
evaluation of his case resulted in granting a temporary profile. This
started a chain of problems with PFC Ebinger's physical condition. ©On
several other occasions he managed to secure other temporary profiles for
his ankle, feet and legs. Before leaving the battalion for rotation to °
the United States, an intensified check was being conducted to determine
whether Ebinger had forged the signatures and dates on some of his tempo-
rary profile forms, : : :

Since EM's application for early discharge was approved, the alleged
forgery was not pursued further. No incidents of alleged rape or mis-
treatment of a captured farmer had been reported during the period the unit
has been in Vietnam. Treatment of Viet Cong and other prisoners of war '
within Medical Support Operations had been equal to that received by

United States soldiers. '
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Suymmary of Interview

Captain George Bryant III, Battalion S<4, 4th Battalion, 3d Infantry,
was interviewed on 28 August 1968 and stated in substance the following:

Captain Bryant was the Service Platoon Leader of the battalion from
December 1967 to 20 June 1968 when he assumed duty as the Battalion S-4,
Captain Bryant does not recall that at anytime ball point pens were in
short supply. The unit has always had sufficient quantity of leech re-
pellent. During combat operations in leech infested areas for the period
2 July to 31 July, the battalion was issued experimental leech repellent
along with questionaires. Sufficient quantity was available for troops
.actually participating in Combat Assualt Operations. The repellent was
disseminated by the Battalion Sergeant Major who monitored submission of
the completed questionaires, During this period no complaints were re-
ceived indicating a lack of leech repellent., Personnel located at L2
Baldy had no requirement for leech repellent since leeches were not in
the immediate area.. To the best of Captain Bryant's knowledge there has
been no reported incidents of rape or mistreatment to a captive farmer
during the period he has served with the battalion,
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Sumary of Interview

1/LT Bruce Kendrick, Aide de Camp,.Headquarters Americal Division and
formerly a platoon leader Company E, 4th Battalion, 3d Infantry was
interviewed on 28 August 1968 and stated in substance the following:

LT Kendrick was a member of the 4th Battalion, 3d Infantry for the period
June 1967 - June 1968 and served with the unit in Vietnam from December
1967 to June 1968, LT Kendrick knew Captain Michels and based on his
character and reputation could not believe that the allegations as stated
happened, Captain Michels was killed in a helicopter accident in June
1968, LT Kendrick could not recall any incidents involving rape or mis-
treatment of captives during his tour with the unit. He recalls that

his unit had no problems with the procurement of leech repellent or ball

point pens.
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Sumnary of Interview

First Sergeant Wilhelm Dahner, First Sergeant, Company B, 4th Battalionm,
3d Infantry was interviewed on 27 August 1968 and stated in substance
the following: '

Sergeant Dahner was FFC Ebinger's First Sergeant from December 1967 when
Company B arrived in Vietnam to August 1968. FPFC Ebinger rotated to the
United States on 11 August 1968 after receiving an "early out” to return
to college. FFC Ebinger participated in one combat operation with his

unit in December 1967 for a period of five days. On returning to base

camp, FFC Ebinger obtained a temporary profile and was assigned to the
supply element in the Battalion Trains Area where he remained until ro-
tating. FFC Ebinger was a chronic complainer and performed his duties

in karédly a satisfactory manner. Sergeant Dahner does not recall any
incidents as alleged by FFC Ebinger. In early June, elements of the
battalion were conducting combat operations in an area infested with leeches.
Requests were given to the S-4 to procure leech repellent and the repellent
was recelved in about two days. On arrival the Sergeant Major delivered
the repellent to troops in the field. This was the first requirement the
unit had for leech repellent since arrivai'in Vietnam., No complaints

were received from members of the company regarding lack of repellent once
it had been delivered to the units' field locations.,
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Summary of Interview

S/Sgt Edward Vann, Re-Supply Sergeant, 4th Battalfon, 3d Infantry, was
interviewed on 28 August 1968 and stated in substance the following:

S/Sgt Vann was associated with Ebinger for approximately 15 months as
members of the same battalion. Upon arrival in Vietnam in December
1967, the unit participated in a five day combat operation. At the
completion of this operation, FPFC Ebinger secured a temporary profile
and was assigned duty with the re-supply element of the battalion.
Ebinger's performance in the supply element was satisfactory. For a 30
day period in July 1968, Ebinger was located at LZ Baldy. Units oper-
ating in the area of LZ Baldy had a requirement for leech repellent.
Experimental leech repellent was issued with questionaires to be com-

. pleted by individual soldiers. The Battalion Sergeant Major assumed

the responsibility for issue to troops engaged in combat operations and
monitoring completion of the questionaires. The leech repellent was
delivered to field combat locations by the Sergeant Major. No complaints
were received indicating a shortage of the repellent and there was always
a sufficient quantity on hand. Personnel located at LZ Baldy had no re-
quirement for leech repellent since leeches were not present in the
immediate area. Sergeant Vann has no knowledge of any reported incideats
of alleged rape or mistreatment to a captured farmer. It &{s believed
that Ebinger's allegations are basically untrue or based on distorted
information because he was not in the field long enough to know exactly
what was going on, '
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[Exhibit M-46|is published in Volume III,

Book 3, Reports.
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SECIAL URDERS
NUMBER 34

JECARTHENT OF THE ARMY

HEAJGULRTERS 2 E.ICAL LUIVISIUN
aPU San Francisco 46374

EXATRACT

Jad

3 February 196€

38, TC 322. Ur AR 672-5-1 fol indiv Co B 4th Bn 3d Inf awd CUMDAT
INFANTRYMAN SADGE (3d éward),

NAME

DAHNER, WILHELM

ASN

RA3694L9EE1

Ur AR 672-5=1 fol indiv Co B 4th

(1st fiward).

MICHLES, EARL R
.CUCHRAN, RCY B
5iRAGGINS, JOHN B
C:ATER. Yy S

¥05S, RUDEAT L
HILLIAMS, MiURICE T

CF102674
05331399
05331353
05344512
05347350

414650331
eMT CL Uy, FitéNKLIN a \ CoMwdn1668543L

VNN, EoWiRy O

RA53350103

MESTER, WILSURN E 2-CSWO)Ra34834986

WYATT, JAMES E
~TRADDUCK, JAKES 4~
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|[Exhibit M-48|is published in Volume III,

Book 1, Directives.
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son Tinh District REPUBLIC OF VIET NAM
Son My Village
NR 116 Admin Office Administrativ e Council Son My Village

TO: 1LT District Chief, Son Tinh District

SUBJECT: Report of the Allied Operation of
16 March 68

Concerning the allied operation conducted
Margin notes in pen: 16 March 1968 at Tu Cung and Co Luy hamlets of
Son My village:

Thuan Yen 19

My Khe 3 Results: Allies: 1 killed, 2 WIA (at

Trung Binh 4 Thuan Yen subhamlet, Tu Cung hamlet).

Binh Tay 3

Binh Dong 23 Viet Cong: 48 killed, 52 wounded (including

guerillas, cadre from subhamlet, hamlet, village
and district).

Civilians: Tu Cung 480
Co Luy 90

Total: 570 civilians

Besides persons killed, animals, property
and houses were 90%Z destroyed.

For information of the District Chief.
Son My 22 March 1968
signed

Mr. Do Dinh Luyen
Chairman Village Council
(also Village Chief)

Translator's Note:
Subhamlets of Tu Cung Hamlet are:
Thuan Yen
Binh Tay
Binh Dong
Truong Hoa
Truong An

Above total is 52 -- same as number of VC reported wounded.

A true translation to the hest of my knowledge, Saigon, Republic

of Vietnam,- 7 -January 1970.
| ot évs,R/ EXHIBIT M-49

BILLY M. STANBERRY
Lieutenant Colonél, U. S. Army
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[Exhibit M-50|is published in Volume III,

Book 3, Reports.
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22 January 1970
'JEMORANDUM FOR: LTG WILLIAM R. PEERS
SUBJECT: Interview With Mr. Ronald L. Haeberle

1. Between 1330 - 1600 hours on 19 January 1970 and 1115 -
1240 hours on 20 January 1970, I met with Mr. Ronald L.
Haeberle at the Premier Industrial Corporation, Cleveland,
ohio, his place of employment. Hls counsel was not present.

2. The purpose of thils visit was to obtain from Mr. Haeberle
the numerical sequence in which he took the pictures (Exhibits
p-26 to P-U42) when he accompanied Company C, lst Battalion,
20th Infantry, 1llth Infantry Brigade, on a combat assault on
My Lai (4) on 16 March 1968.

3. After telephonically:receiving the film number and des-
cription of each slide from a representative of Life Magazine,
Mr. Haeberle looked through the exhibits that I provided him
until he found the picture described. The picture was then
marked with the film sequence number. A total of 17 film num-
bers and their description plus one unnumbered film which fit
the description of Exhibit #39 were relayed in this manner.
Assuming that Mr. Haeberle used a 20-picture roll of film and
life Magazine has 18 of his slides in thelr possession, two
slides are unaccounted for.

Y, Mr. Haeberle stated that Exhibit P-28 was not taken on

this roll of film. Thils picture was taken of an unknown area
and is not related to My Lai (4). He further stated that
Exhibit P-39, (the unnumbered film) was taken somewhere between
slide 7 through 12 and could be one of the three missing slides
§, 10 or 11. Mr. Haeberle's film number 20 is a picture of the
0ld Vietnamese man shown in Exhibit P-2 and P-3 except that he
is looking at the camera.

5. Mr. Haeberle stated that the représentative of Life Magazine
Who provided the film numbers from the slides was Mr. Gerald
Moore, Associate -Editor, Life Magazine, New York City, New York.

6. Attached as Inclosure 1 is the sequence in which Mr.
Haeberle took the pilctures and the comparable exhibit number.

EXHIBIT M-52
237



7. Exhibit P-188 is another aerial photograph of My Lai ()
and the surrounding area on which Mr. Haeberle indicated the
possible route he traveled on 16 March 1968 and the approxi-
mate area in which he took the photographs (Exhibits P-29
through P-42). A comparison between this aerial photograph
and the one completed on 17 January 1970 shows a change in
his route of travel and the location of Exhibit P-38.

8. At the termination of our meeting, Mr. Haeberle signed the
aerial photograph prepared on 17 January 1970 and the one com-

pleted on 20 January 1970.
ZZZHOWSKI

1 Incl ' EDWARD F.
as . Major, MPC
Investigating Officer
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HAEBERLE PHOTO

10
11
12A
13
14A
15A
16
17
18A
19

20

Incl # 1

EXHIBIT

P-26
P-27
P-29

P-30

P-31

P-38

P-32

P-35
P-34
P-33
P-37
P-42
P-41
P-40

P-36

P-28

P-39

239

REMARKS

Single Chopper (Gunship)
in the air

Missing - unknown picture

Missing - unknown picture

Missing - unknown picture

This is a picture of the old Viet-
namese man shown in Exhibits P-2
and P-3

Unknown area - not taken on this
roll of film

Unnumbered film - taken somewhere
between slides 7 - 12



Exhibit M-53, [Exhibit M-Sg_] |[Exhibit M-55) and
Exhibit M-56| are published in Volume III, Book
2, Directives.

EXHIBIT M-53

EXHIBIT M-54
EXHIBIT M-55
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This investigation was directed jointly by the Secretary of
the Army and the Chief of Staff, United States Army, for the pur-
pose of determining facts and making findings and recommendations
eoncerning: |

(1) the adequacy of prior investigations and inquirics ainto,
and subsequent reviews and reports within the chain of
command, of. what 1s now.commonly referred to as the
My Lail incident of 16 March 1968;

(2) possible suppression or‘withholding of information by
any person who had a duty to report and to furnish in-
formation concerning thils incident.

This investigation is not being conducted to investigate all
facts and circumstances of what happened at My Lai. It is directed
to those specific purposes Just steted. GEN Peers has had made
available to him and has reviewed prior official statements ob-
tained in other official investigations of the My Lail incident.

Your testimony will be taken under oath. A verbatim trane-
script will be’prepared. A tepe recording 1s being made in ad-
‘dition to the.verbatim notes being taken by the reporter.

Although the}general classification of the report will be

confidential, it is possible that testimony, or varts of 1t, may

later become a matter of public knowledge.

There are several persons in tne room who may ask you ques-
tions. These individuals are assistants and they are authorized
to ask questions. However, GEN Peers nas the responsibility of
weighing the evidence and making the findings and recommendations.

You are requested to not discuss your testimony with others

EXHIBIT M-57
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excebt in the performance of duty or as you may be required

so to do before a competent judicial, legislative, or ad-
ministrétive body. You are cautioned that, 1f you are subject
to the order issued by the milifary Judgelin the general court-

martial case of United States v. Calley, your appearance here in

no way changes the applicability and effect of that order.

You may be requested to appear before a Special Subcommittee
of the House Armed Services Committee. This Committee is
looking into the entire incident of My Lal and your appearhnce
and instructions before the Peers Inquiry in no way restrigts
your éppearance before the House Armed Services Committee.

You will be notified prior to your departure if you are to

appear before the Committee.
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iBEADS BATOLY

By SF5 JAY A, QOBLRTH

il lal, Viétnm (MORICAL T0)=or tbo third t4:e in recent \.eel.s,
tha hu-riaal I‘iviaien'a 1ith lrigade wantry-ﬁen fron Task Force :erker
raided a Vi«" Cang utr::x\gho].d knows as "}Mille“ six aides northeast of
Guang sigsl, ki1ling 123 eaemy in a ruaning battls,

The acdion occurred in tho coastal town of ¥y lal where, ghrs.,o wieks
earlier, anot.her c'ommna of the br:igadg'u Tesk Force Farker fought Ats why
cut ot 8 ’i“‘ ush, leavl.ns 80 enemy deads . | |

The action beham a3 anits of the task force conducted & comtat assauld
into a koown Viet Cong strongchold, Mihark® punshiga of the 1745th Avinstlon '
Coxyany escorted the troors inte ths sree aml kilied four eneny during the
g4sanlb, Cther ¢h0}?}3ﬁ1‘3 fr':m the 1234 4 viat.ipn Zattalion kiiled tvwo cuomy.

"The conbst egsault went _ike elsokwori,” ccamented LIC Framk B :.«.sr,
few Eaven, Cont., the task force comagnders: b had Wwo entire compnnles
o the zrownd in less than an hour,* o - l

A company led By CFT Lrnest Hoddnz, Schofield Harracks,. Hew aii, ¥illed
4 VC minutes #rter londing. ‘Ghey recovered teo #i rlfles, a cerbine, &

C A ». o«
shorbewave radlo end ooty dicunsnboe
- (dEr).

EXHIBIT M-58
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evonAliD EH:KY DOICHANTS, 222

~ The ettack on the village aecmmted Lor 69 eneny kil zd, some of

vhich vire at.tribuw ts supporting artiilery fire. A suapect told ths
ht@xfg:retor that a large W force had spent the night in the village.

Ahother platoon of "Jungle s}nrriors'\m airlifted to an u'rea_sou-t.h
of the r.tllaae. niong..ihe voach. Thie udt, nnder 2LT Thomas mlinshaa
Ciark,_gﬂ.J. s imuedintely ran into er.uny ‘fire. tua the W rled, t."wy left
30 deads The rlatoon then contlmued to mowe up _tbe teach where they saw
an enw_#«:-le!iér siﬁpp.tng ints & t.unnel; The tunnel turned out to bo an
‘ancoy wlergrownd ecaplex, where the plato:n killed eight Y. The tuinsls
h—-:use;d.a ) (¥ hsspiﬁl and storsge aren shich contazlaed web gear, hand gren=~
edos =nd amall srms ammunition, 4_

iha ewiftnens with vhich the units zoved into the arza surprissd the
enesy, ifter the batt.lc, ths 11th Sriguds "apriors” mwed into the vil-
lsge, acmhi.r,.g -anc!_: nut sod tunnel. CFT Hedina @irected the search amt
worked with an ktqrpruter te oSbabi- inforzation fm the villagers. Thoy
wsre told thb.t. rnsricen and South ?1&%@50 troops would romain in t-.hiav»
ares to kéep the village free of Viet Conge

246



-yt ‘.vb.(ff" ‘o wniest

"~ Men Of ._.nmr _"o_,nm mn_,_aq

Kill 128 VC In _~c==_=m Battle

moved. 98:&. Eo <Enno..
tsearching huts and tunnels and
using an. 588—.»8—. 8 a:oune-..

CHU LAI, (AMERICAL-I0)—
For the 95— time in -recent
weeks, men of Task - Force
Barker, 1lth Light Infantry
Brigade raided - .a Viet Cong

stronghold . known as ~“Pink-

ville” six - miles. northeast: of

Quang Ngal, killing 128 o=c5<.

in a running battle,
The -action occurred In the

aouu.»_ town of My Lai where-

threo - weeks ‘earlier another
-company of the brigade’s task
force fought its way out of an
ambush, leaving 80 VC dead. .

The action began as units of

the task force- uao_.o into the
stronghold.

A task force" 853:« —oh
by Capt." Ernest Medina killed
14. VC minutes after landing.
They rccavered three weapons,

a m__ou:q»qo n.w&o »E_ ouoBe..

..nS:Bo.E.
- The: n_.e..__._ -:»an n._.— u___.. .
. porting artillery fire ‘acconnted
for 69 enelity dead. One detaln- |-
-ed suspect told the fnterpreter
-that a large VC force had spent
. ._.o night in- the village.

* Another platoon of Eu._,ﬁ...

g fani | In PsyOps Programs

|- ~LAI- KHE, (1st’ INFI0) =

" Successful' Psychological o_.a—..
- ations . -(PsyOps), play an in-
- creasingly ~_important -role -in
‘ gupport of elements of the umo

south of =5 village . along the

‘beach and immediatoly ran into

enemy fire. . The ‘enemy . a&.
leaving 30 dead. " )

The platoon - 3._..5..& to
move up ‘the ‘beach, where they

i saw ' enémy’ uo_&o_.u ‘slipping
into' ‘tunneis. Eight VC were
.killed -and the . tunriel complex -
-was found to be a rou!E E_.-

storage aréa: | “
~-After the battle, .Eo E.:

c_o S:»ao..u

._ ﬂozn-.o authorities, —.o?noou ‘are’

being. moved from temporary’

“shelters to a permanent ...&__noo
-settlement at Petrus Ky. :
- -The work of resettling roBo..
--Jess refugees will not be quickly-

accomplished. To’ T:nno -the

scope .of the: task, "it took 42°
months prior tg the Tet offensive:
10. resettle or return to - thelr
homes a total of 1,320,258 refu.-
~'gees, The current total is u=nre.‘
|y En_.o—. Ewn 9& figure,

Intantry- Division,

_ wnooazv.. .a new phase-of

‘PsyOps was carried out by

. members of the G-5 section of
*{.the 1st INF and the 6th.Psveha.

| m_wm_om::o: m_s_urnm_nmm

‘South Vietnam. - -
In addition, m@oﬁ 3833_
8 stimulate interest and par-

: ticlpation in. government affairs,
by the people of - Vietnam.
.PsyOps _also ' emphasizes that

the United. States and other
Free World powers will withe!

.draw once wnn_.amu_ou is de-
“feated, .
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Elements of the t1th "Infantry Brigsde recently
concluded a combat operation eight miles southwest of
Quang Ngai city, into an area ‘normally included m an
ad,]orung ARVN area of operation,

‘Persistent intelligence reports of VC supply
channels and caches in the area brought the 1st 3n,
20th Inf sweeping into the foothills, = supported ' by

APCE of the Brigade!s ar-ored troop  and helicopter
gunships from Friro Aviation - L‘bd. a.nd the 17L,.th Avia-
tion Compzny.

: After a week of f:.ghtlng, he Situation report of
Uperation Norfolk Victory reéads like a ' hardware shop-
ping list a& tSykes! Regulars" companies _unobvered
lrrre VC munitions, _ Lo Lo
Tunnel. and bunker . caches
nave yiclded 131 'individ-
uzl " and crew served weas
pons including two com~
rlete mortars, . more than
4,000 small arms . and crew
served wedapons rounds, and
3,000. pounds of = other
types of exrlosives, . They
also wmmcovered a graveyard .
containing the bodies of
27 VC. killed -during. the
week by susll arms and are
tillery fire,

In addition,. enemy
" cenps dlscovered by
“Regulars " have re-

UC IADDWARE TWEAPONS CACHES |

HIGHLIGHT ™ |
WARRIORS WEEK

Ina week of continu~
ous contact with. the ene—

_ my, the Jungle Warriors of’

the 11th Brigade amassed

77 kills, captured 250
wéapons, and colldcted
large amounts of muni~
tions. .

A unit of the 3d Bat=
talion, 1st Infantry, led.
by CPT  Robert Dickson,
srent two days &learing a
large tunnel complex NW of
Duec Pho, Detecting the -

. presdence- of enemy in the’
tunnel, the company threw

= rsu‘.dp

in grenddes to -
When -1ip

them to come out,

. enemy appeared,. FFC Clare

ence Brown was sent "in to
search the ‘tunnel. He.
‘spent - most of the - “first

. day in clearing the . com=

rlex.  When -three tunnel
{WRAP-UF Cont. on'page 3)

TFB FulED M//j(/l TINE VOID

vinled VC classrooms, hos=—
Pitals, medical supplies
n3 well 28 combat and ad-
~inistration ‘supplies and

7C w=ine and  booby trap .
eauipment,’

.anufacturing
An zbzndoned - VC' 7 .com~
vound rigged with ba¥bad

wWire was de‘sf.royed in the

shme area, -
(¥ uFOEK Cont., on- page 3)

The 11th Infantry Brlgade's ‘main body was in
Vic tnam less than a wonth when it was givan oontrol dr
Operaticn Miscatine,. This added responsibility . calla
ed for two battalion-sized elements. One of ‘these ma-
neuver elements was the. 4th Ba%ialion, 3d Infantry and
the othur: was a composite - or one corpany ftm .enah .o
the Brigade's battalions,"

. - On January 22 a convoy consisting of A Go.,.- 3a
of the 1st; B Co. "Old Guard"; C Co, "Sykes!  .Regu-
lars" and 'staff from HHC 1fth Brigade rolled from 12
In its brief 78

'Car‘_ntcm to ‘become Task Force Barker. .

L

day. history, TFB compiled
an. inpressive record. for.
itself and the 11th Bri-
ga.d.e. :
- 1FB, comanded by and
named for LTC Frank Barker
boasts 401 ] \(iet Cong kill~
ed-and 33 weapons -cap~
“tured, Besides its “out~
- standing ‘military acgcomp-~
‘lishments, TFB carried out
" many successful - ¢ivil af=
Pair and medical aid pro-
groma 4in and around their
- operational nrea.'
' 'Phe task f con=

se L)

(nARKml Cont on

FYHIBIT M-59
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“{WR..E=UF.Conit, ‘from page. 3)
" 47 mortar:.rounds, 30 irock=
ebs, 5 anti-tank weepons,
29 M79  rounds, 25 hand
grensdes,. and 10,74

rounds of ' .small arms - nnd-

machine gun ' ammmnition,
In addition, Vi. tnamese
turhed over - two e¢laymore
mines, two bangalore tor—

pedoea, and . an M1 carbine.
S »

ol ¢ HI\MHS" TURN

' #Hoy Chanhe™ - Viet Cong defectors - led the’

[ TASK FCRCE

B ‘ Faa

F%J&\“ N L D

(LONT oty PAGE 1) R
ducted th:ee major combnt operations, " Theae .offens-
ive sweeps aost the enumy 2 total of 276 men killed i

| the My Lai srea..

The first of these ections weos on'February |2 p
During thds battle TFB proved itsslf capc.ble of copin;
with numcrically superiér-eneny forces.. They destroy-
ed 2 major enemy rest area and killed 78 enemy during
2 Joint ‘Army, Navy and Army of the Rspublic of Vietnan

operation,

It wes in this battle that the courageous “Dir'ty.

N VC CHILE

Re=

con Elat, 3d Bn, tst Inf, in an operation north of Duc
Pho which netted . 10. suspects and one enemy killed,
The derd soldier was l=ter identified as a local guer=
rilla chief; he had valuable documents on his person.

“The £irst Hoi Charnh, Nguyen Thicp, turned himself’

and his M{ rifle in to local authopities znd said that

he had hnrrowly.’ escaped capture by 3d of the

Co thq day before,

1st's c

‘Thiep tock the platoon to the hamlet of An ~Tho.
He' pointed out the location or two - camouflaged posit-

ions harboring six mem,. -

7 After an ARVN interp~
reter, SGT Vu.Ven Thuong,
failed -to talk them  into
_surrendermg, 2. mwmber “of
the - plitoon threw a gre-
nade into the position,
wounding oné of . ‘the’ threo
suspcEts: Theide, -

© The three men in the

other hole surrcndered: af-
ter hesring the explosion,”

The  platoon leader,

11T John ¥, Nolan, who has. .
command of .

singe: ‘assubd i
B Cé, 3d of the 18%, oues~

‘tioned the. - suspects .with - -

'muong, and .‘che of -them

2.

ered %o -Yesd the . .
témore WG in the .
ot Phan_.

pJAuon moved.

covered .the bunkex"s en—
trances, ‘

When the rour gns-
pects - had been captured,
the informei was sent into
the 'bunker, but stopped
when two shots were fired.
356 !ount., ‘'who .WAS COVelw=
ing the other entrance,
threw a grenade .in and
followed - after the exp&oe-
fom, .

oﬂt “of “Agi ¢ 'lho “they re— = -

céived  fire, and 55G..Pat~

FLEK J..mmy, spotted twy "

; ruming toward
Puan That, "

‘With th;cry of "Dink" '

r.‘ﬁi"mingl“ he slerted the
otheér “memBurs -of the rla-
toon ‘and gevd chese,

~-The plstoon came ine

to ths vill-ge end the ine -

former led .the men to. a
hole containing four sus-
pects, -
trving to get the suspects
‘to - coms out, SSG . John R,
Yount, ‘noticed brush moving
‘mear the entrence to 2
‘negrby bunkor,  Motioning
to- lardy to nsciet him, he

A8 the platoon was™.

‘ " Inside, he discovered
-a_dead VC, a-cal, .45 pis=
tol and a map case con=

taining documents. lLater
irv\,stigation revealed the
“dead VC to be a district
chief. . ;

Nolan eor_mrented la~
ter:s:: "If Yount hadnft
'sesn those bushed wmove,
the district chief would
not have been discovered,
He (the district chief)
showed a definite . will to

| gorce,

-stronghold.

‘refucling

resist,™
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Dozen" was .born. Command=
ed by 1LT John Spraggins,
12 volunteers from B Co,, .
"0ld Gu-rd" assaulted a
heavily reinforced and rie-
rmeric-1ly  superior enery
force cutting down 44 -7

the estim:ted 100, MChax
lie" £led,
~FIFTLEN. u.Wn.LDS .
"other displayes  of

heroism by "Dol hins" from

the, 174th Aviation Co.,

ARCs from E Trp, 1st Cev~

alry, ,and other Brrker

companies ‘received 15  a-

wards for individual brav-
ery as a direct . result of

the. enemy encounter,

In late February, in-
fantry .and cavalry unite
of 1FB, surportéd by  the
bnigado's APFLIw Aviction

 Ltd," USharks," and . four

eir strikes by Adr Force-
F-105 ‘Thunderchiefs, en-
eountered tha remnants of
a . Battalion-gized ~enemy
In the four~hour
engagerent . near :the. vile
l-ge of My lai, a toteol of
68 enemy dead were left on
ths battle field and . five

| weapons were, captured,

128 KILLS
"Ine large conbat as=
seult on Merch 14} TFB

landed. two compahies aiw

multaneously on oprosite
sidea of a known VC
During the
‘heavy fighting that insued
128 emwmy were killed.and
forty 60mm mortar roinds,
three rifles, a radio, en=~
emy documerits, and Dumer—
ous suprlies were captur-
ed, <« The .fighting took

‘place in an zrea known as

"Finkville,"  six milew
northeast of Qua.ng Ngai,
The task foree and
surrorting enginecrs from
B Company, 39th Enginecrs
ewtablished :2Z Dottie as a
and rearsing
heliport for the Operation
Muscatine tactical area,
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I%nCLn WEATHEE EEPORT

Partly cloudy Tuescav
with little change fore-

Winds varisble nat
Hign
T .jp_, 9_,. Lew Tuesdaw

night 73,

Vel. 1 He, 33% Monday

Mopeh 18, 1662

Arerigcal Units Kiil 4

43 In Actien Xesterday

_PHU IAT  (AMORICAL-IO) -== Ameriscl
Divjsion forces recerded L3 enemy Kills
in7fighting throughbut southern I Corpa
yesterday. Americsl units renorted
three infantrymen killed "md 11 weunded
and evacuated for trestman’ .

Elements of U"E’"l(‘exl'ﬂ 19éth Bricad
killed 18 enemy and capturai one €(Jn.
mertar tube iu contachs thiroughout the
"Chargers" area of Cperatinn Yheelcr/
Wl doma, vesterdav.

A company of the 24 Battallon, 21st
Infantry coumaried by CPT Ro-ert b, Core
ringan Jr. (Arlington, VA.,) Xilled +tws
VC with 8lmm mortar fire, A unit nf the
21st Infantry killed one VC on a  search
and destroy missisn, CPT Cenil He Ox-
ford's (Corpus Christi, Tex,) company cf
the 3d Battalion, found one '\VA that hnd
been killed by an air strike.

Members of a company of the 2d Bat-
talion,  lst Infaniry commanded by CIT
Jose R, Feliciapo (Balt, Md,) killed two
VC and found one 60mm mortar tube while
on a search and destrsy rission,
© A lst Battalion, 6th Infantry com-
pany: ;commanded by CPT Robert D, Leinen
Sre (Auburn NeY.) foeund and evacuated
1,200 poupdd ~f rice, Another 6th In-
fantry otmpany led by CPT James T, Price
(Payetteville, N.C,) killed one VG,
Oth¥r elements of the 6th Infantry kill-
ed’ twa NVA, -

" .CPT larry R, Byer's (Des . Meines, ™
Nhsh.) eompany of the 4th Battaldon,
31st  Infantry adjusted artillery cn
three NVA, > One NVA was killed by the
rounds~fired by a battery of the 3d Bat-
taldoti,” 82nd Artillery, The company
later ‘illed one NVA soldier, . =~ -
NP Breop:-17th Cavalry was credited
with one enemy kill and a 2nd Battalion,

253,

“searching villages and tunnels;

35th Infantry companr engaged eight NVA
and kilied rour., "C' Troop Tth Squadren
7th Cavalr recerded two VG kills while
flying in general support of the "Charg=-
ers" yestarday,

. Urdits ¢f Mmericeit!s 1lst Squadr-n,
lst Cavalry rcported an enemy body ccunt
el eicht yesterday in Operatien Wheeler/
Wallewa near Tem Ky

A trcep f the 1st Cavalry on a
scarch and destroy missisn nerth of Tam
Ky picked up one of the enemy kills, A
tank comrended by SSG Bobby L, Ward
(Duganville, Tex,) was responsible frr
the encmy kill,

irother unit ~f the Cavalry on a

search and destrey mission nine miles
northwest ¢f Tam Ky discovered a mass
" grave contzining seven NVA bodies, Fla-

toon SGT (i1 I, Martinez (Killeen Tex,)
along 'with SGT James M, Wenner (Grand
Rapids, !ich,) discovered the .grave
site, :
"Jungle VWarriors" of Americall!s llth
Brigade killed 10 enemy scldiers in the
Duc Pho area and six in Operation Musca=
tine yesterday,

Aetion tapered off in the Operation.
Muscatine area after Saturday!s heavy
contact in which 128 VC were: killed,
"Jungle Warrior® soldiers of Task Force
Barker sontinued to push threuth paddies
northeast of Quang Ngai and . killed six
VG yesterday, .

A company ‘commanded by CPT . Earnest

' Medina (Schofield Barricks, 31.7 ¥illed

three VC and detained two suspects while
Another
unit of "Barkeérs Bastards™ led by CPT
Earl Michles (Pecshortas, Ark) of = -the
4th Battalien, 3rd Infantry killed a VO
in the same area, Another 3rd.”Infartry

EXHIBIT M-60:
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wit killed two VC later in the day.
Units of the 1t1th Brigade's 3rd e
Battalion, tst Infantry conducted 2 com- |
vat assault eight miles north of Duc Fio !
i
i
3

yesterday. A company led by CPT Joe
Rhinehart (Canton, N.C.) discoverzd a
large tunnel complex and killed five VC.
Another 1st Infantry company found the ;
body of a VC killed by artillery. Ear- Do g
lier in the day a unit discovered a ! '
large VC base camp with several foxholes
and bunliers. Although they found sore
supplivs, the enemy Imd evacuated the
area. The unit is led by CPTY Robert
Dickson (Decatur, Ga).

A company of the 1st Botinlior, 20th

" Infantry killed three VC late Sunday
~night. TYesterday a 20th Irfavt“y com-

pony discovered the body of = VO killed
by artil.cry,.

One enemy scldier was reportcd kill-
cd in Americel's 198th Brigade's area
of operations yosterday,

A company of the 1st Battalion,
52nd Infantry reported killing the enemy
when the infantrymen fired on movement
outside their night perimcter, The VO

body was recovered at daybreak yester-
day. -

In operctions north of Chu Lai a
“unit of the 1st Battelion, 46th Infantry
reported finding a booby tra ped anti-
tenk mine, It had been buried on a
trail frequently used by traeck vehicles
in thet arca,

Americal's 14th Aviation Battalion
flew 1,328 sortics, carried 1,941 combat
troops and havled 313 tons of carge in
support of the division yesterday.
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FOUONE MACTY S 2380

RELEASE NUMBER 76-68 16 MARCH 1968

' In the first major contaet. of the hltiﬁ'vision operat:{oh
QUYET THANG, initiated on 11 méwx‘"iem{azm'north of sgigo:i,"u s.
cavalrymen 'md ARVN 25th Infantry D:lv:lsion aoldiu's Jilled &1
enemy yesterday. - ‘No U.S. eoldieﬂ werc Ki1led. and” KRR cagualties
were light in the _engngement 19 nﬂ.Ies nortlmaat of Sa!gom

In an unrelated action. 7y nules northmt of the capit:ﬂ.,
troopers from the U.S. 25t.h Inffmtry D.{vision diaecmred & grave
containing 18 enemy deed.

In an action today, uMﬂ?.I& \L Division torces mve killed
128 enemy near Quang Ng~i City. Halicopter g\mship 'md antillery |
nﬁssions supported the ground elemn'bs thrmhowb the daj‘. Oont.act

continues at last report.

'In the northern-most province of Quang Tri, lst Alr eav ;
Division soldiers diaoovetrod a cachp yaehd'day oontd.ning 560 rounds
of 60mn mortar rounds, Tha mew ha- boon uuing thic type raund

EXHIB'I_.T -6l
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The "RV force aleo capturéd 1 crcw~-served and 3 individual
weapons, 10,000 rounds of small arms anm:uniﬁion , 13 anti-tank mines
and 13 bangnlore t.orpedoes.

There were no LRVN casualties during the operation.

| (END B’.CKGROUND)
¥* % % |
L. NVFORV (GO CONG PROVINCE). - (DEI;‘LYED REPORT) - \ U.S. Navy"
SE..L team on »n area reconnaissance 48 km (30 miles) south of Saigon
Wndn'v-.— ., sirsht made contact with approximately 70 enemy nnd lcn.lled
16 of then. '

The patrol made contact with the enemy a_t'2200. The eneny
force was in *n area thot contained a bunkéred campsite and several
barracks-type structurcs. |

“hile exchanging fire with the enomy, the patrol directed '
U.3. -'ria\ny helicopter gunshipa into the enamy camp. The patrol wes
extracted from the area at 0315 Thursdey moraing.

“hile killing “he 15 enemy, 4 U.S. Navymen were wounded.

| | * % %
5, OPERATION MUSC.TINE {QUANG NG-.I PROVTI‘ICE) - Thus far, 128 enemy
have been killed ir wn engrgoment between elements of the AMERICAL
Division's 1lth Liéht Inf-ntry Brig~de 2nd an enemy force of unknown
size. The action 1is t-ling plece in an area 9 km (6 miles) northeast
of Muang Ngal City. | '

This morning =t O750>,- » company from the .brign.-.d‘e m~de contact
with the enemy force whgn the compeny entered an arex that had been
subjected to artillery préparato’ry fires. |

WTW (MORE)
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Ledi=ly
No. 76-4¢8
Another company from the brigrde, ~lso involved in the search
and destroy mission, ﬁas inserteq into the area at 0910 npproxim~tely
3 km (2 miles) e#st-northeast of the point of original contact.
.s the companies moved toward each other sweeping the area, they
engagéd the enemy in sporndic contacts throughout the dzy.
During the éourse of the engagement, the infantrymen were
supported by Arm& artillery and helicopter gunshirs.

_ at last report the contnct was continuing.

LR X |
6. OPERATION\SCOTLIND (QUANG TRI PROVINCE) - SCOTL:ND Marines and
‘RVN trocps received more than 230 rounds of mixed enemy mortar nnd
artillery fire vesterd-y. Casuaities as a result of all hostile
action in the operation were reported és light,

| *°3# %

6a., PROVCORPSV (NU’NG TRI PROVINCE) - This morning sbout 0600
the Marine combzt bese at Dong Ha receifed more than 15 rounds of
140mn mortar fire, Casualties were 1light. No materiai damage

was reported,

W
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S\QQQSQ mm\\m Q:Q Chopper Pads For Couple

By m—v.m MIKE KELSEY go:. D.C., a nurse at the 2nd Surgical
 Staff Writer Hospital um—d became the bride of

CHU LAI—A whirlwind three-morith cev2 Do% Sewell, 22, of San Antonio,

_ Tex., a pilot ﬂro brings wounded sol-
courtship was brought to a dramatic diers to her hospital, in the first military
close here July 13 as the happy bride

wedding to be conducted at Chu Lai.
A7 and grdom flew off into the sunset in a

v . Se heli il
helicopter with a crew that wore ties 5411 &!MM. Oﬂ 3%8 bﬂﬂ yu hwnﬂawgv—%&ﬁ
instead of armored vests. i

nnngﬂcgg_zuﬁnngbvn—.
CPT Patricia H. Mann, 24, of Wash-

mOCq:mﬂz~

AMERICAL &
. _ DIVISION o
Yol. 1, Bo. 4 ) CHY LAL VIEYMAM Angast 1, 1988

Nevs Eporyy ;..onw. |
| | [Homeless .__zmg Tr@
@a% Reconsiruetion

I know of has left the village.

. SON TRA—Some 2,000 Pit., an organization which

=4<Ft¢<nuw HZH?—«R'O««Q Ua_. Sewell ..o-.-_an -._u
wife Patricia for a boast Into their “honeymoon hellcopter,”
as rico falls on thelr heads, Assisting is the chopper crew,
dressed in ties Instead of armored vests. (Photo by Sp4 Bill

Oﬂnn..gr 1—:.8 H.::.J

victims of a Viet Cong
terror attack on this fish-
ing hamlet have started
the agonizing -rebuilding
process under the shadow
of renewed enemy threats.

They are belng assisted in
their efforts to restore what

works with refugees in Quang
Ngai Province.

“Our job is to advise E&
coordinate, They make the de-
cisions and do all the work.

“We've greatly increased the
security and we will keep the
people safe,” he said. .

‘A platoon “of infantrymen

They're right behind the gov-
ernment on this, and have been
giving us excellent cooperation
all the way,” said ILT F.A.
Martineau, of Blddleford, Me.,
another platoon member.
First priority on the recon-
struction list is homes. A total
of 42 10-familv_housine units

EXHIBIT M-62
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*Jungle Werriors’

7

Beftle

Enemy In Southern Quang Ngei

LZ BRONCO—June marked the halfway point
“of the 11th Inf. Bde:'s first year in Vietnam.

The past seven months have seen the “Jungle
Warriors™ hit the enemy hard and often, both in
major battalion-sized operations and in the slow
but steady attrition of daily sweeps through his
area.

The soldiers of the brigade have killed more '} . : -
'—In early April, the “Old Guard” starred

than 1,500 of the enemy, including 15 North Vjet-
namese regulars, and have captured more than
1,450 individual rifles, pistols, carbines and sub-
machineguns, and 39 crew-served mortars and
machineguns. - -

. Viet Cong supply lines have also been hurt.
Combat sweeps through the brigade's area of
operations, from Binh Son in the north to Sa
Huynh in the south, east from the South China
Sea to the western mountains, have yielded 82 tons
of captured Communist rice and 1785 tons of salt,
hidden in secret supply caches..

The first major operation undertaken in
this area was Operation Muscatine by the men
of the 4th Bn., 3rd Inf., when the “Old Guard”
occupied LZ Sue near Quang Ngal last Jan. 10, -
taking aver from the 198th Inf. Eo. and the
Srd Bde., 4th Inf. Div.

They were soon reinforced by Task Force
Barker, a unit composed of three rifle companies,
one from each battalion in the brigade.

Operation Muscatine “involved moio of the )

largest encounters with the
“Warriors” fledgling histery.

iet Cong in the
In March, Task

Force Barker troops ?c_nn m:ﬂmn& a <.2. Cong [
battalion near the village My Lai on the coast
east of Quang Ngai, and killed a total of 196
enemy soldiers. '

When Task Force Barker was disbanded after
78 days, it had accounted for 401 of the 1,000-plus
enemy killed in the six months of fighting in the
Muscatine area..

" again during Operation. Norfolk Victory, un-
covering a cache of more than 130 weapons and
1,000 pounds of explosives—the largest single
cache yet captured by brigade forces.

This same operation saw the soldiers of the 1st
Bn., 20th Inf. “Sykes’ Regulars” kill 27 Viet Cong
and -capture more than 125 crew-served and in-
dividual . weapons, as io: as 3,000 pounds of ex-
plosives.

The battalion later a_....n:_n&mrmm itself in the
battle for Nui Hoac ridge, when two of its com-
panies were assigned to the 196th Inf. Bde. in
Operation Wheeler/Wallowa action near Tam Ky.

The “Regulars” were also instrumental in the
sinking of an enemy trawler off the coast near
Duc Pho last March, when they made a forced
night march to the beach to trap the ship as it

'was chased ashore by Navy swiftboats and gun-

ship helicopters of the 174th Avn. Co.

The crew of the trawler was forced to scuttle
its ship, destroying an estimated 3,000 F&ing_
weapons.

.The 3rd w:.. ist Inf. has seen some of the

hardest day-to-day n.w_‘.::w of any brigade unit,
Jocating and Kkilling enemy groups attempting to
infiltrate the Mo Duc-Duc Pho area. The “Always
First” played a major part in Opecraiton Chatta-
hoocchee Swamp, when 25 énemy were killed and
17 weapons captured in the dense jungles south-
west of D:u..:n Ngai.

In April, the 4th Bn., 21st Inf. “Gimlets”
arrived in Vietnam and have since been opera~- (O
ing in the southern sector of the brigade’s area w
of operations. To date, they have npveﬂuonz
more than 100 tons of enemy salt and rice. -

In all ovmwwno.:m. the brigade's infantrymen

have been able to rely on quick, accurate and

devastating fire by the “On Time” 6th Bn., 1ith
Arty., with its 105 mm howitzer batteries spread
throughout the brigade area. - The unit was
especially effective during. the two battles of My
Lai, when its fast-firing cannoneers blasted nearly
100 of the total kills.

“Sharks” and “Dolphins” of the 174th Avn. Co.
at LZ Bronco, and the brigade’'s own Primo Avia-
tion Ltd. have done yeomen's work throughout the
campaigns, flying troops to combat, flying cover
with their gunships, finding the enemy through day
and night reconnaissance missions and picking up
the wounded from the battlefield.

On July 1, the “Jungle Warriors” second an-

_ niversary, COL Oran K. Henderson, brigade com-

mander, asked the men of his command to “meet
the challenges of the future with the uimnmou
traditional gallantry, devotion and unselfishness.”




Task Force Barker Medic Treats Wounded As Chopper Is Called



[Exhibit M-63]is published in Volume III,

Book 3,

Reports.
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MIRACLE WEATHER REPOET.

Partly Clrudy Wed-
nesday with little change
fareseen, 'Winds varlable
st 5 knots per hour, High
Wednesday 90, Lew Wednes~
dey night 72

Tole L Hoe 334 Tuesday
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AMERTCAL DIVISION NEWS

CHU LAI (AMERICAL-IO)—Forsas of the
Americal Division reported 2% enemy x“"'
ed and 12 individual reqponh caytured in
a day that saw fipghtir -:rﬂughc**
couthern I Corps, Americal uwnits suf=-
fered three soldisrc killed and 13
wounded and evuocuated for further medi-~
cal ecare,

Eneny contacts in the 196th ares of
Operation Vheeler/fiallcwa resulted in 11
enemy, killed by units of the Americalls
"Charger" Brigade,

A company <f the 4th Battslion,
31st Infantry commanded by CFI Larry R,

Byers (Des Moines, Wash) feound graves
centaining four NVA bodies while on a
search and destrpy mlssion. The grave:s

also contained twe Chicom hand grenade:,
one NVA ges mask and two AK-47 magazines,
Another company of the battalion com-
manded by CPT Daniel R, Meilen (Fair-

banks, Alaska) spctted 21 VC rmoving
north of the companyfs pnsition. Artil-
~ery was called in killing three VC,

Members of a company of the 1lst
3attaliop,5th Infantry commanded by CPT
-an E, Prather (Lubbock, Tex) killed cne
VG and captured 2,000 paunds of rice
which was evacuated te "Charger Hilli",
knother 6th Infantry company led by CPT
Rocert D, "Leinen, Sr. (Auburn, N.Y.)
found a complex »f bunkers and trenches
c ntaining 718 rounds of carbine ammuni-
tion, 248 rounds of 30 caliber arimuni-
tiony 14 NVA uniforms, twe VC flags,
assorted web gear, medical supplies and
documents,

In+the enly other actions ~f the
day, -a company of the 2nd Battalion, lst
Infantry, commanded by CPT Jese R, Feli~-

(Centinued Page 2 Column 1)
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ciane {(Baltimere, Md) kdlled two evading
ve. ~ comgeny of the 3:c Battalion,
21zt Infantry commanded by CFT James, Fo
Hirrhries (Pseific Grove, Calif) called
.-:-‘1_.Le~" on twa VG, killing one.

, cther Wheeler/Wallowa Operation
:ctlor rnear Tam Ky elements. of Ameri-
calls ls% Squadron, lst. Cavalry reported
':'r_lling cseven VCe

4 troop of the lst Cavalry was re-
sponsible £or four of the Viet Cong
killed as cavalrymen conducted a recon—
naizcance mission seven miles northwest
of Tam Ky. "C" Troep, 7th Squadron, 17th

Cavalry flydng in suppert of the troop

L-;\omc‘ three VC kills,

"gungle Warrdors" of Amerdcalls

11th Brigade killed ten VC, detained 14

suspects and captured 13 weapens in act~

ion in the Duc Pho and Operation Musca-
tine areas yesterday.

Infantrymen of the 3rd .Battalion,
1st Infantry encountered an estimated 50
VC in bunkers and tunnels late yester—
day. Two separate contatts resulted in
nlne enemy killed, ten suepects detained
and 11 weapons captured.’ )

Action 13 miles northwest of Duc Pho
began late Sunday for the company of the
"Always First" Battalion coomanded by
CFT Rebert Dickson (Decatur, Ga.)e As
the unit moved te a night pesition, they
received small arms and automatic wea-
pons fire, The company returned fire
with negative results, Yesterdsy morn-
ing the company again received enemy
fire and detained five suspects in the
trcublesome area, One of the suspects
toid the cempany that there were a large

" nurnber of V¢ in the area amd five wea-~

prns were hidden nearby,

EXHIBIT M-64
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; Chu Lal 3212 or 2414
t is publisphed daily under
ion of the IO, Americnl Dive
. ~nthorized Army Publication,

force commn aded bv Cot Michael
" dozmes (Columbus,Ca) engaged thres VO
%illing one &nd detaining two, Three
weapons«=a K-l L and twe M1 rifl
were also captured. The upit dontiiued & Hoews Shest is oolely for personnck
*,o search.the - orea and come upcd the in tho Americal Division and. may not be
wmkers and tunnels., The ensuing firse . dunlicated or relezced tothe news media,
Tight lasted overa rour and the - War- ' ———— ' el
riors" rushed close wnuahtothrow hand
grenades intotheenemy positions.. When
~convéact brokselght enemy were dead,two
rad been detaincd and five K~ldis, two
. cerbincs, and o BAR were gaptursd, Cne
Other suspeet wns datained for  ques~
tioning north of Duc Tho.

One evading V0  wos killed in the
norning five milus southeastofDuc Phe
Ly a compiny of the 1st Battalion,2Cth
Infantry. The "Sykels Rogulars” unit

ed by CPT Sario Caravalho (Bwn Beach,
Ha)aloo czptureda"\‘eltner P-38 pistol,

Four suspects wvare detained in- the
Operation_Muscatir_-e arca ygsterday, A
company from the L4th Battalion,3rd In-
fantry foundend evacuated 3,000 poundo
of rlcc,.

A reconnaissance helicopter from
“Primo Aviation Lirmited",the brigade's
~viation section, spotted = ammunition
cansand other camouflaged field equip-
rent ten miles northwest of Duc Pho.
Jutomatic weapons fire and grenadesvere
used to destroy the enemy cache.

One enemy soldier was killed in fm~
erical's 198th Brigade arca yesterday
during light and scattered activity.

The commend and control ship of the
1st Bettalion, L6th Infsntry —spotted
two V0 seven miles west of Chu Lai and
*illed one,

Civic action soldiers of the "Brave
and Bold" treated 267 Vietnamese : during
two area medical visits yesterday. .

- Americall's 14th AviationDettalion
flew 1,338 sorties,carried 1,413 combat
troops and hauled 183 tons of cargo in
suprort of the division yesterday.
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MIEACLE WEATHER REFORT

Cloudy Thursda; moirn=
ing becoriing partly
cinudy in the afterncern.
Winds southgasverly at 10
knots per  hour,  High
Thursday 90. Low Thurs=
doy nignt 73,
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JMEEICAL DIVISICN KENWS

CHU LAl (AMERICAL-IO) =- 4 1ull in
fighting was reported by Americel foree
vesterdsy as division units re rde L
Viet Cons killed and two LﬂulVluLJ- WEL =
pons captured, Two simerice Liiers
were ¥illed and 19 wounded and evuvuoged
for treatment. ‘

PRYOPS aircraft dropped 3.5 riiiic
ieaflets throughout the division yestur-
day. ZIleven tactical air strixes wer
flown in support of Americal forces re-
suiting in four structures, 16 autcmati.
weapons positions destroyed ana
ters of trench cpencd=-up,

Enemy ct1v1ty tapered off yesiterday
as elements of americall's 196th .Srlghnh
killed five VC throughout their arca .f
Cperation “heeler/tallowa.
CiPs yesterday "Charger® scliiers treat-
ed 288 Vietnamese,

A company of the 34 Batteiion, Z2lst
Infentry commanded by CPT.Cecil H, Ox-
ford (Corpus Christi, Tex.) killed ons
YC who wse carrying an M-26 han. grensds
and some documents, . Another compeny of
~he "Gimlets" led by CPT Demnnis a. Lesch
Fairmont, Hinn.) destroyed an automatic
weapons position and 30 meters of trench

An americal Long Range Reconnaisssnce
Patrol lled one VG after recelving
sttomatic weapens fire and another pa-
wrol called in artillery to account for
enother kill., 4n observation aircraft
sprtted an enemy position and callsd for
artillery which accounted for one kill.
"C" Troop T7th Squadren, 17th Cavelry was
»esponsiblc for one VC kill while flying
in general support of ground units,

Americalts lst Squadron, lst Cavelry
recorded five enemy kills in  Opsration
Wheelor/Wiallowa near Tam Ky yesterday.

A troop of the 1st Cavalry on a
search and dcstroy mission 12 miles

(B}

) O e

In tvo  ilsi—~

nerthesst of Tem Ky killec one VO and
nCM Troon, 7th Squadron, L. Cavelry!s
punships }Slled the otaer four while
flyving in claec support of the troep,
In Jrericel’s 198th Brigede aree of
& 3 ﬂompany of the 1st Batta=~

£

s 52nu Infantry set a hasty ambush
and killed two Vi, while searching the

t! scovered one M~l rifle and
4 grenades., They also capbur~
¢ snell epount of encmy medical ‘sUpe
piics earlier in the day.

{LDCAP tcams of the "Breve and Bold"
trested 239 Vistnamese yesterday,

irmericalts 1lth Brigade soldicrs
recorded twe cnemy killed, 31 suspects
deteinad anc one weapon captured during
operations yesterday.
An alrial recommoissance helicopter

of the brigrde's "Primo Aviation Limit-
d”, pl-Otcd by CW=3 Gil Honda (Hone-
iulu, Ha.), Killed a VC in the evening

while returning from a mission two miles
north of Ho Duc. The Viet Congls M=l
carbinz along with several hand grenadcs
and essorted we¢b gear were captured,

Th. "Jungle Warriorst!" other kill
occurred in the morning when a 3rd Bri-
gode, 1lst Infeontry company engaged a VC
iC miles northwest of Duc Pho, The unit
icd by CPT Ronald Tumelson (Red Bluff,
Calif) continued to search the area and
dutained 1C suspects. Sixteen additional
suspects were also apprehended by the
“ilways First" Battalion, and five pungl
pits were destroyed.

Five mere suspucts werc detaincd by
brigade e¢lcmonts in the Duc Pho and
Opcration Muscotine ercas,

The l4th 4viation Battalion flew
1,020 sortics, carried 2,394 combat
troops and hauled 969 tons of cargo in
support of the Americal Division yestor=-

oy EXHIBIT M-65

267



Page 2 AME, JAL NEWS SHEET .

. Vol, 1

332.

CONGRATULATORY MESSAGE
FROM GENERAL WESTMORELAND

Operation Muscatine eontact north-
ecst of Guong Ngal city on 16 "Mareh
dezlt enemy heavy blow, Congratulotions
to officers and men of C/1/20 Inf and
B/L/3 Inf for outstanding action.

"1 April to 25 May., Registrztion will be

RESIDENT COURSES

The Ancrical Divieion Education Cen-
ter will 2gein offer residence credit

coursss from the University of Maryland, ;'
There will be two three credit hour

courses in Term 4: Anthropalogy 1, In-
troduction to Anthropology and History °*

22, History of the Unitcd States from
1665 to proscnt. The term will run from

25-30 March, Space wiil be limited and
names ore now being accepted. Conteet
the Americal BEducation Center today.
Eldg AN-2, Tel.. Chu Lai 2311).

] ' ."FIJ.'S ~WE PRINT.

ALL -~ THE NEWS  THAT

4

S Koster , Commanding General

B LIC Patrick H. Dionne, IO

Pelephone: Chu Lai 3212 or 214
This News Shect is published daily under
the supervision of the IO, Americal Dive
ision &s an authorizocd Army publication.
‘This News Shect is solely for psrsonnel
in the Americel Division and may not . be
dupliccted o released tothe news media.
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Exhibit M-66
Exhibit M-69
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Exhibit M-72

Exhibit M-67

Exglglt %-;g}_
Exhibi -

L and

Exhibit M-68
Exhiblt M-

[M=74]are published in Volume III, Book 2,

Directives.
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17 January 1970
MEMORANDUM FOR RECORD

RE: Task Force Oregon/Americal Division, Artlillery Incident
Reports April 1967 - February 1968

‘In the course of his testimony on 16 January 1970, Colonel
Mason J. Young, Jr., Div Arty Commander of Task Force Oregon
and Americal Division from April 1967 until 31 March 1968,
produced a file folder sald to contain copies of all reports
of investigations of artillery incidents which he received
before completing his tour in Vietnam. Examination of the
file indicates that a total of 38 reports of investigation
were submitted during the period. Of this total, 23 involved
U. S. casualties, 1 involved a Vietnamese interpreter assigned
to a U. S. unit, 1 involved ARVN casualties, 10 involved Viet-
namese civilian casualties only, and 3 1nvolved only property
damage (2 civilian areas, one barracks). All reports covered
ground based artillery except for one incident involving rocket
fire from a HU 1 alrcraft. ,/

DATE OF INCIDENT CASUALTIES/DAMAGE

1. 25 Apr 67 "Friendly areas" no casualties

2. 30 Apr 67 4 U. S. personnel wounded

3. 7 May 67 U. S. barracks - no casualties

4. 27-28 Apr 67 1 "friendly" civilian killed, 5
: wounded

5. 7 May 67 1 U. S. killed, 6 wounded

6. 27 May 67 5 U. S. wounded

7. 11 Jun 67 3 U. S. killed, 21 wounded

8. 3 Jun 67 no casualties

9. 16 Jun 67 1 civilian wounded; village near

Route 1

EXHIBIT M-75
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10.
11.
12.

13.
14.
15.
16.
17.
18.
19.
20.
21.
22.

23.
24,

25.
26.
27.

28.
29.
30.

31.
32.

25

17
29

26

26

17
2l

21

17

23
19

Jul
Jul

Aug

Sep
Sep
Sep
Oct
May
Oct
Nov
Nov
Nov

Nov

Nov

Oct

Nov
Dec

Dec

Dec
Dec

Dec

Dec

Jan

67
67
67

67
67
67
67
67
67
67
67
67
67

67

67

67
67
67

67
67
67

67
68

1l civilian woman killed
1l U. S. wounded

3 U. S. killed when aircraft hit; 2
civilians on ground killed in crash

1l civilian killed

1 U. S. killed, 2 wounded

8 U. S. wounded

1 civilian woman and 6 water buffalo
3 U. 3. wounded

1 U. S. killed, one wounded

4 eivilians killed, 14 wounded

1 U. S. killed, 3 wounded

2 U. S. killed, 3 wounded

1 VN interpreter with U, S. Inf Co
wounded

1 U. S. killed, 6 wounded

HU 1 firing rockets - 1l civilian killed,
2 wounded

1 U. S. killed, 6 wounded
2 U. S. wounded

destroyed house and wounded 2 VN civilians
(N.B., "friendly village")

4 ARVN killed, 9 wounded
2 U. S. wounded

2 civilians kl1lled inside ARVN No Fire-
Zone

2 U. S. wounded

5 U. S. wounded

~2 -
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33.
34.
35.
36.
37.
38.

18
19

14
18

Jan 68
Jan 68
Feb 68
Feb 68
Feb 68
Feb 68

w w NN T w

o g9 o a <o
L »nn »n nh »n wm

~—.

. k1lled, 1 wounded
. killed, 6 wounded
. wounded
. wounded
. wounded

. wounded

(< (WJ ot -

J ME K. WALSH, JR.
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CORDS, I Corps, PSA Conference, 23 February 1968

NOTES

1. Lt. General Cushman, CG, III MAF

General Cushman congratulated those present and said the
civilians did a magnificent job in the recent Tet offemsive.
He reported good news from Hue, saying the Marines had
completed their portion of retaking the city. He noted
however, that the enemy may be planning another offensivc
similar to the Tet attacks. The first order of battle for
the civilian effort now should be psychological operations,
telling the people that ARVN and FWMAF scored a big victory.
The confidence of the people must be restored and they must
be convinced that the United States has no intention of
giving up or of negotiating. The second priority should be
on reconstruction, that is, taking care of the newly gener-
ated refugees and restoring civilian government to the
province and lower levels. The refugees should be fed to
show the government's concern and ability to care for them.

General Cushman stated that military operations are
continuing and that more US troops are being brought into
I Corps. We want an offensive spirit, he noted. ARVN must
get the RD support battalions out again and energize the
DIOCC, which can lead operations to seize the many VC
infrastructure who surfaced during the recent Tet offensive.
It will take another four days of concentrated engineering
work to repair the broken bridges in the Phu Loc area in order
to begin to reopen Highway One from Danang to Hue. Khe
Sonh is difficult to supply, receiving incoming rounds, and
the subject of a few ground probes, but it 1is receiving heavy
air support. There are still two NVA Divisions around Khe
Sanh and four to five enemy regiments near Quang Tri City.
He noted that few CAP's were attacked because the enemy went
for bigger objectives, i.e., the cities. In general, the
countryside was bypassed 1n the assault in order to surprise
the cities and provincial and district capitals. In response
to a question, General Cushman noted that he knew of no
defections of ARVN or other friendly units or officers
anywhere in Vietnam.

% * * * * *
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6. James May, PSA - @

The situation is manageable. There is some forward
motion and there will be more. Officials have been reas-
sured about the real intention of the US Government. Public
administration is in its usual low state. The Province
Chief was obviously shaken by the Tet experience and is now
more amenable to advice. He led the complaints about
inadequate US reaction to the attack. The curfew is from
1900 to 0700. The commodities are now being released,
following convincing the Province Chief that this was indeed
the emergency for which he was saving the supplies. Primary
schools reopened. The three Bns. designated for RD support
are still under division control and will probably and
appropriately remain there for awhile, being used in
clearing operations. Col. Toan is performing well as the
Division Commander. Between 250 and 300 RDPG are armed.
Because the Americal Division has shifted its resources
northward, there has been a shortage of friendly troops in
the province. The CAP's are doing very well. The old
problem of RF/PF allocation shortages continues.

The VC still hold major portions of the province, for
example, in Nghia Hanh District. There is less security in
the hamlets than previously and the VC are there and recruit-
ing. Twenty-five of the 40 in-province RD teams are in their
assignments, though as many as 20 out of the 25 may not be
remaining in their hamlets at night. Five teams are used to
work with refugees and five are used to defend provincial
RD headquarters. The remainder are employed in the defense
of district headquarters. Of the 25 in their RD hamlets,

13 are in 1968 assignments and 12 in 1967, i.e., the same
disposition as before Tet. The PSA is pushing the proposal
to move the provincial jail to Ly Son Island to eliminate
the problem of recurring successful attacks that free the
prisoners.

* * * * * *




DEPARTINT. SO0 TUHD ALY
IIELM 'h.RT}:_..u . ....".RILJ.L DIVISIC.T
AFU fan Tloacisco 95374

ORDERS
jMBER 2224

1. TC 355. The undersigaed assumes commncad.

(rganization: Americal Division APO San Francisco 96374
wthority: Pavagraph 15a, 4R 600-20

27 April 1968
(4

‘Zf /.'-‘ S /'ﬂ”mq 1727-/

GEORGE fI.” Y

, JR,-

Brigadfer Geperal, JISA

! Acting Comnander

JISTRIBUTZON:

A Plus

15-HQ, USARV

5~ COMUSMACV

5-CG, III MAF

7-CINCUSARPAC

2-CINCUSARPAC, ATIN: Historian File
30-AVDP-AGA

{PECIAL DISTRIBUTION:

3-DOSPER, DA, ATTN: Gen Off Br
3-TAG, DA ATIN: AGPF
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DEPLRTIMNT 3 T8 ARMY
HEADQUARTERS Al 1L DIVISION
APO San Francisco 96374

GENERAL ORDERS 8 May 1968
NUMBER 2401

1. TC 355. The undersigned assumes command,

Organizgation: Americal Division APO San Francisco 96374
Authority: Parasgraph 12b, AR 600-20

’ yi
Sty
S. W. KOSTER
Major General, USA
Commanding
DISTRIBUTION:
A-Plus
15-HQ, USARV
5~ COMUSMACV
5-CG, II1 MAF
7-CTNCUSARPAC
2-CL:JUSARPAC, ATTN: Historlan File
30-AVDP-AGA

9FECIAL DISTRIBUTION:
3-DCSPER, DA, ATTN: Gen Off Br
3-TAG, DA, ATIN: AGPF
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DTPART!IIPT DF TER ATMY
HEADQUARTERS AMERICAL DIVISION
AP0 San Francisco 96374

(NERAL ORDERS 3 June 1968
{MBER 2965

1. TC 355. The undersigned assumos command.

grgenizetion: Americal Division APO Sen Francisco 96374
juthority: Paragraph 12b, AR 600-20
’ ,
4 _.
):.h/

Mcﬁ-’l 4 ﬂ, Wl
GEORGE g YOUNG, /JR
Brigadier Genergdl,
Conmanding

PISTRIBUTION:
A Plus
15-1Q, USARV
5-COMUSMACV
5-CG, IIT MAF
7-CINCUSARPAC A
2-CINCUSARPAC, ATTN: Historian File
30-AVDPF-AGA

SPECIAL DISTRIBUTION: :
3-DOSPER, DA, ATTN: Gen Off Br
3-TAG, DA ATTN: AGPF
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DERART, NI 1 THS ARMY
HEADQUARTEDRS AMERICAL DIVISION
APO San Francisco 96374
jad
GENFRAL ORDERS 23 June 1968
NIMBER 3343

1. 7C 355, The undersigned assumes command.

Organizstion: Americal Division APO San Francisco 96374
Austhority: Paragraph 12b, AR 600-20
i ]

N :I /ﬂ/ .

¥4 ) /
. ‘/% /(e M‘ 5i ¢ C}
OHARLES M, ;GETTYS |
Major Genersl, USA{
Comumanding

DISTRIBUTION :

A+Plua

15-H), USARV

S~ QOMIISMACY

5°m, m m

7~CIRGUSARPAC

2=CINCUSARRPAC, ATTN: Historian File
30-AVDR-AGA

SPECIAL DISTRIBUTION:

3-DOPER, DA, ATTN: Gen Off Br
3-TAG, DA, ATTN: AGEF
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GENERAL INFORMATION FOR WITNESSES APPEARING BEFORE INTERVIEW TEAM.C

The Peers Inquiry was directed jointly by the Secretary of
the Army and the Chief of Staff for the purpose of determining
facts and making recommendations concerning the My Lai (4) in-
cident of 16 March 1965; In conducting his investigation, General
Peers determined that it was necessary to have a complete insight
into the overall ground and air operation in the Son My Village area
during the period 16<-18 March 1968. He therefore appointed this
board, referred to as Interview Team C, to question personnel of
B Co, 4/3d and prepare a complete description of the unit operation.
You may expect GEN Peers and other members of his board to join
vthis group and pérticipate in the interview.

Your testimony will be taken under oath., A verbatim transcript
will be prepared. A tape recording is being made in addition to the
verbatim notes being taken by the reporter.

Although the general classification of the report will be
CONFIDENTIAL, it is possible that testimony, or parts of it, may
later become # matter of public knowledge.

During this intérview the board will follow a éhronélogical
sequence of questioning. The first series of questions will be
concernéd with training just prior to and after arrival in RVN,

The second series will inquire into the briefing prior to the
combat assault and the third series will concern tle operations
on 16, 17 and 18 March 1968, in that order. The final questims

will concern prior investigations or induiries into the Task Force

operation on 16 March, EXH'BIT
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MACSLS
Oonsral Gao Yam Vien

24 g R0
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Mr. Ron Ridenhour
1416 East Thomas Road #104
Phoenix, Arizona

March 29, 1969

Gentlemen:

‘It was late in April, 1968 that I first heard of
"Pinkville" and what allegedly happened there. I received
that first report with some skepticism, but in the following
months I was to hear similar stories from such a wide variety
of people that it became impossible for me to disbelieve that
something rather dark and bloody did inieed occur someiime
in March, 1968 in a village called "Pin ville" in the Republic
of Viet Nam. .

‘ The circumstances that led to my having access to the
reports I'm about to relate need explanation. I was. inducted
in March, 1967 into the U. S. Army. After receiving various
training I was assigned to the 70th Infantry Detachment (LRP),
11th Light Infantry Brigade at Schofield Barracks, Hawaii,
in early October, 1967. That unit, the 70th Infantry Detach-
ment (LRP), was disbanded a week before the 1llth Brigade
shipped out for Viet Nam on the 5th of December, 1967.  All
of the men from whom I later heard reports of- the "Pinkville"
incident were reassigned to "C" Company, (st Battalion, 20th -
Infantry, 11lth Light Infantry Brigade. I was reassigned to
the aviation section of Headquarters Headquarters Company llth
LIB. After we had been in Viet Nam for 3 to 4 months many of
the men from the 70th Inf. Det. (LRP) began to transfer into
the same unit, "E" Company, 51st Infantry (LRP).

In late April, 1968 I was awaiting orders for a trans-
fer from HHC, 11lth Brigade to Company "E," 51st Inf. (LRP),
when I happened to run into Pfc "Butch" Gruver, whom I had
known in Hawaii. Gruver told me he had been assigned to '"C"
Company lst of the 20th until April 1lst when he transferred to
the unit that I was headed for. During the course of our con-
versation he told me the first of many reports I was to hear

of "Pinkville."
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"Charlie" Company 1/20 had been assigned to Task Force
Barker in late February, 1968 to help conduct "search and
destroy" operations on the Batangan Peninsula, Barker's
.area of operation. The task force was operating out of
L. F. Dottie, located five or six miles north of Quang Nhai
city on Viet Namese National Highway 1. Gruver said that
Charlie Company had sustained casualties; primarily from
‘mines and booby traps, almost everyday from the first day
they arrived on the peninsula. One village area was parti-
cularly troublesome and seemed to be infested with booby
traps and enemy soldiers. It was located about six miles
northeast of Quang Nhai city at approximate coordinates
B.S. 728795. It was a notorious area and the men of Task
Force Barker had a special name for it: they called it .
"Pinkville." One morning in the latter part of March,

Task Force Barker moved out from its firebase headed for
"Pinkville.", Its mission: destroy the trouble spot and
all of its inhabitants.

When "Butch" told me this I didn't quite believe that
what he was telling me was true, but he assured me that it
wvas and went on to describe what had happened. The other
two companies that made up the task force cordoned off
the village so that "Charlie" Company could move through
to destroy the structures and kill the inhabitants. Any
villagers who ran from Charlie Company were stopped by the
encircling companiea. I asked "Butch" sgveral times 1if
all the people were killed. He said that he thought they
vere, men, women and children. He recalled seeing a small
boy, about three or four years old, standing by the trail
with a gunshot wound in one arm. The boy was clutching
his wounded arm with his other hand, while blood trickled
between his fingers. He was staring around himself in
shock and disbelief at what he saw. '"He just stood there
with big eyes staring around like he didn't understand;
he didn't believe what was happening. Thenthe captain's
RTO (radio operator) put a burst of 16 (M-16 rifle) fire
into him." It was so bad, Gruver said, that one of the
men in his squad shot himself in the foot in order to be
medivac-ed out of the area so that he would not have to
participate in the slaughter. Although he had not seen it,.
Gruver had been told by people he considered trustworthy
that one of the company's officers, 2nd Lieutenant Kally
(this spelling may be incorrect) had rounded up several
groups of villagera (each group consisting of a minimum of
20 persons of both sexes and all ages). According to the
story, Kally then machine-~gunned each group. Gruver
estimated that the population of the village had been 300
to 400 people and that very few, if any, escapad,

2
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After hearing this account I couldn't quite accept it.
Somehow I just couldn't believe that not only had so many
young American men participated in such an act of barbarism,
but that their officers had ordered it. There were other
men in the unit I was soon to be assigned to, "E" Company,
51st Infantry (LRP), who had been in Charlie Company at the
time that Gruver alleged the incident at "Pinkville" had
occurred. I became determined to ask them about "Pinkville"
so that I might compare their accounts with Pfc Gruver's.

When I arrived at "Echo" Company, 5lsts Infantry (LRP)
the first men I looked for were Pfc's Michael Terry and
William Doherty. Both were veterans of '"Charlie" Compszay,
1/20 and "Pinkville." 1Instead of contradicting "Butch®
Gruver's story they corroborated it, adding some tasty :id-
bits of information of their own. Terry and Doherty had
been in the e€ame squad and their platoon was the third
platoon of "C" Company to pass through the village. Most
of the people they came to were already dead. Those that
weren't were sought out and shot. The platoon left nothing
alive, neither livestock nor people. Around noon the two
soldiers' squad stopped to eat. "Billy and I started to
get out our chow,'" Terry said, "but close to us was a
bunch of Vietnamese in a heap, and some of them were moan-
ing. .Kally (2nd Lt. Kally) had been. through before us and
all of them had been shot, but many weren't dead. It was
obvious that they weren't going to get any medical atten-
tion so Billy and I got up and went oven to where they
were. I guess we sort of finished them off." Terry
went on to say that he and Doherty then returned to where
their packs were and ate lunch. He estimated the size of
the village to be 200 to 300 people. Doherty thoughtthat -
the population of "Pinkville" had been 400 people.

If Terry, Doherty and Gruver could be believed, then
not only had "Charlie" Company received orders to slaughter
all the inhabitants of the village, but those orders had
come from the commanding officer of Task Force Barker, or
possibly even higher in the chain of command. Pfc Terry
stated that when Captain Medina (Charlie Company's commanding
officer Captain Ernest Medina) issued the order for the
destruction of "Pinkville” he had been hesitant, as if it
were something he didn't want to do but had to. Others I
spoke to concurred with Terry on this.
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It was June before I spoke to anyone who had some-
thing of significance to add to what I had already been told
of the "Pinkville" incident. It was the end of June, 1968
when I ran into Sargent Larry La Croix at the USO in Chu Lai.
La Croix had been 1in 2nd Lt. Kally's platoon on the day
Task Force Barker swept through "Pinkville." What he told
me verified the stories of the others, but he also had some-
thing new to add. He had been a witness to Kally's gunning

down of at least three separate groups of villagers. "It was
terrible. They were slaughtering the villagers like so
many sheep." Kally's men were dragging people out of bunkers

and hootches and putting them together in a group. The

people in the group were men, women and children of all ages.
As soon as he felt that the group was big enough, Kally

ordered an M-60 (machine-gun) set up and the people killed.

La Croix said, that he bore witness to this procedure at least
three times, The three groups were of different sizes, one

of about twenty people, one of about thirty people, and one of
about forty people. When the first group was put together
Kally ordered Pfc Torres to man the machine-gun and open

fire on the villagers that had been grouped together. This
Torres did, but before everyone in the group was down he ceased
fire and refused to fire again, After ordering Torres to
recommence firing several times, Lieutenant Kally took over

the M~60 and finished shooting the remaining villagers.in that
first group himself. Sargent La Croix told me that Kally didn't
bother to order anyone to take the machine-gun when the other
two groups of villagers were formed. He simply manned it him-
self and shot down all villagers in both groups.

‘This account of Sargent La Croix's confirmed the rumors
that - Gruver, Terry and Doherty had previously told me about
Lieutenant Kally. It also convinced me that there was a
very substantial amount of truth to the stories that all of
these men had ‘told. If I needed more convincing, I was to
receive it. - '

It was in the middle of November, 1968 just a few
weeks before I was to return to the United States for sepa~
ration from the army that I talked to Pfc Michael Bernhardt.
Bernhardt had served his entire year in Viet Nam in "Charlie"
Company 1/20 and he too was -about to go home. "Bernie"
substantiated the tales told by the other men I had talked
to in vivid, bloody detail and added this. "Bernie" had
absolutely refused to take part in the massacre of the villagers
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of "Pinkville" that morning and he thought that it was
rather strange that the officers of the company had not
made an issue of it. But that evening "Medina (Captain
Ernest Medina) came up to me ("Bernie") and told me not

to do anything stupid like write my congressman" about what
had happened that day. Bernhardt assured Captain Medina
that he had no such thing in mind. He had nine months left
in Viet Nam and felt that it was dangerous enough just
fighting the acknowledged enemy.

Exactly what did, in fact, occur in the village of "Pink-
ville" in March, 1968 I do not know for certain, but I am
convinced that it was something very black indeed. I remain
irrevocably persuaded that if you and I do truly believe in
the principles, of justice and ‘the equality of every man,
however humble, before the law, that fbrm the very backbone
that this copntry is founded on, then we must press forward
a widespread and public investigation of this matter with
all our combined efforts. .I think that it was Winston
Churchhill who once ‘said "A country without a conscience
is a country without a soul, and a country without a soul
is a country that cannot survive." I feel that I must take
some positive action on this matter. I hope that you will
launch en investigation immedfately and keep me informed _
of your progress. K Lf you cannot, then I don t know
wvhat other course of action to take.

I have considered sending this to-newspapers, maga-
zines, and broadcasting companies, but T somehow feel
that investigation and action by the Congress of the United
States is the appropriate procedure, and as a conscientious
citizen I have no desire to further besmirch the image of
the American serviceman in the eyes of the world. I feel
that this action, while probably it would promote attention,
vould not bring about the constructive actions that the direct
actions of the Congress of the United States would.

Sincerely,

/8/ Ron Ridenhour

A TRUE COPY
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Ronald L. Ridenhour
Ciaremont Hen's College
‘Clarcrmont, Caltlfornio
January 13, 1970

The Honorable Eugone J. McCarthy
U.S. Scnate _
Nashlngton. D.C,

pear Slrs

As you mlight guess, | have been followlng the developments

of the My Lal casc wlth Interests There Is one arca of the
Investlgation that | find deeply disturblng: the fallure

di the Army to br!ng charges agalnstany of the officers of
Task Forgs Barker other than®Lieutenant Calley, and espcc-
tolly the Army's fallure to brlng charges agalnst the .
company commander of '"Charlle Company" Captaln Ernest-Medina,
After comparlng Captaln Medlna's publlic statements concern!u;
the“incldent with my combat experlence In Vietnam, my- per~
sonal knowledge of Amecrlcan. combat operatlons therec, and-

my private conversatlons about the lncident ‘with members

of "Charlle Company', | find many flagrant Inconslstencles

In his story. So many, In fact, ‘that even In my most. bene=
flcent moments, | cannot help doubting both hls Integrity

and, hls "Innocence. Those same lInconsistencles cast grave
doubt on the. Innocence In thls affalr of Colonel Frank A,
Barker, commanding offlcer of Task Force Barker.

AN Captaln Hedina malntalned that his fntelllgence
sources had tnformed him that there -would be no clvillians
‘In the village at the time that the attack was scheduled:
because they would all be at the market place.;'Ahyone
with much experlence In Vletnam knows.'that thls~is slmply
not done. Vletnamese clvilians .do not desert .thelr vil=
lages Just to go the market. In my four months as 2
door-gunner with "Primo", 11th Brigade Avlatlion, | flew
over literally hundreds of Victnamese' villages at low
altitude (100-200 feet) before 7:30 In the mornlng. |
never once saw a viltlage which showed obvious 'signs of
habltatlon that vtas deserted. In cach of those villages
the majorlty of tho pecople were women ond children of all
ages=-hone of whom loolked.particularly blood=thlesty. - 1§
Coptatn Hodina did rocalvo osuch a.veport, ho was foeollshes
ot best-=to tulia It at face vatuo.
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(2) ' Ccaptaln Medlna malntalned that from the .Informatlon
supplied to him by hls Intelligence sources, he cxpected to
be outnumbcred 2-to-1 by a well armed enemy who would be
fighting from fortifled-positlons. 1t Is commonly accepted
millitary theory thc world over that an attacking force,
attacklng a well armed encmy who Is fighting from fortified
.positions, must have a manpower superiority ratio of at

least 3-to-1 [f It Is to be successful. ~Given thls, If Cap~-
tain Hedina accepted his alleged Intelllgence reports at face
‘value, then he ordered hls company to assault Hy Lal knowlng
that they were outnumbecred 6-to-1 under the condltlions. The
thrce mlnute artlllary barrage that preceeded '"Charllie
Company's" attack on the village seems hirdly sufficlent as
a' counterbalance agalnst the enemy's alleged superlor forces.,

(3) : Weharlle Company" assaulted the:®l1lage a platoon at
a time. 1t appears that that was the plan of battle, since
the company was hcliborne a platoon at a time to a position
less than 200 yards from the villagg, In clecar view of the
w!1llage. .-I'f Medina's company was to be outnumbered 2-to-1,
then what kind of odds would a platoon have, a platoon that
was landing within easy .rifle range of where the enemy was.-
belleved to be? '

A{4) .. cCaptéin Nedina claims that he entered the village
.only after the shootling stopped, or about three hours after
the attack began. | flew many missfons in "Primo" In support
of Infantry companles, and In all frankness, | must admit
that the sight of thc commanding officer of an-Infantry
company lagglng so far behind hils company that he did not
know what they were doing, especlally when there was very .
obviously a great deal of shooting going on, Is beyond both,
the realm of my experlence and the limlt of my Imaglination.’

(5) .. The body count reported by Task Forcc Barker on
the day In questlion.was 128, Enemy weapons captured on
that day have been reported as elther 5 or 7. Since-tho:
ratlo of weapons-captured to encmy-killed In .an~engagement.
‘with an enemy unlt typlcelly runs from 1-to~3 to l-to-5,
Captatn Medina's statement that he saw only 20 to 28 -
bodles of dead civillans appears to deserve much closer
scrutioy., ' . :

(6) Captaln Medlna malntalns that the woman he shot’
.was rcported to hln as a VC wlith a weapon.  hMedina sald
that the heltcopter pllot who reported her position to
him morked 1t with smoke. 1In order for a chopper to

mark & poslttion that excet with aeny accuracy, it would
have to fly at e reduced ‘rate of. speed and at a very low
~aleltude=~lass thon 2060 faot, probiobly wuch c¢loser to 100
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fcet, A hellcopter flylng In such a fmanner Is very vulncr~
sble to ground flire. In addlition, It should be understood;.
that therc Is a great dcal of cmphasls placed on "body count"
by the U.S. millitary In. Vietnam., As a result of thls thcrc
Is an Intense ‘competltion between Amerlican unlts for encmy
kills. Taklng thuse polnts Into account, | cannot belleve
that a chopper pllot would expose hlnsclf hts crew, and hls
shlp to thls kind of danger-~flying almost directly overhead
on armcd enemy at less than 200 feet--Just to mark that
enemy's poslition for ground troops. The normal procedure,
ot least from my experlence, would have been for the chopper
to have klilled the woman !f she was armed and had hot thrown
down her weapon and moved well away from 1t., 1f .she'was not
armed..In the flrst place, a chopper mlght concelvably have
marked -her posltlon as Captaln Medina sald, If a hellcopter
dld Indéed mark the woman's posltion forqMedlna, | cannot
belleve that she was.armed, nor that "the p!lot told him that
she was. :

¢7) Any combat operatlion undertdken by o combat unft In
Vietnam must first be okayed-by hecadquarters of the divislon
under whose command It comes. The plans of the operation
must be specliflc as to time, place, concept of ‘operatlon;
and, plan of battle. Llet me tllustrate how extenslve dlivision
cohtrol Is. In Long Range Patrol a six-man team would be
asslgned a rcconnalssance mlsslon In a speciflc arca, Thls
“area would usually be four map grld squares (1/25,000), or
an arca 2000 mcters long and 2000 meters wide, lf for some
rcason the team lcader wanted to work outslde the bounds of.
that arca, he had to radlo for permission before hec could do
so. That permissfon had to come from divislon’ hcadquarter“'
for a.slx-man _recconnalssance team! There Is no doubt In ny"
mind that whatever the mission was that was planned for Ny
Lal on.the morning of March 16, 1968, Amcrltal Dlvlslon
Hcadquarters knew of lt,

(8) - One qucstlon ‘remalns that | think I's of cruclal
lmportance. Vthere was Llcutenant Colonel. Frank.A: Barker
on the mornfng of March 16, 19687 The plcturcrof Colonc!
Barker 'that has thus far unfolded Is that of an aggresslve
young offlcer consldercd an excellent battle commander by
his pcers.. A good battle commander Is, by deflinltion, a
man vho Is In touch wlth and In command of the battlefleld
sltuation at all times. The Amerlican mllitary machine In
Vietnam has a un!versally applicd solutton to the "how' of
accomplishling thls., Battallon and brlgade commanders overs,
see the conduct of thelr unfts® operatlons while flylng .
dircctly bverhead the operatlons In a "command and control',
or "chartle~charlio®, hollcopter. .In addition-to the unlt
comnondoi, o Yeharliceche rl!cﬂ viil contaln varfous members
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of the unlt's command staff (usually 2-to-4 offlcers and a
csenlor lico). (I might add that thesc *"charlle-charlles" fly
at an altitude of 1500 feet to 2000 feet unless the enemy Is
known to have 50 callber machlne-guns or anti=~alrcraft wcapons
in the areco. WMhat Is happenlng on the ground }s quite Ifden~
tiflable from that altltude.) It would be extremely unusual
If a battallon or task force commander.was not overhead when
his unlt was assaulting a posltlion that was belleved to be
held by the cnemy, especlally If -1t was belleved to be held

by large clements of an enemy battallon. [t would be even
more uvnusual [f the task force commander was not overhead when’
his task force or any element of It was engaged In an actlon
from which they were reporting a large number of enemy casu=-
altles, as was the casc at My Lal. | can only conclude that
Colonel.Barker was almost certalnly In the alr over My Lal

in the early mornling of March 16, 1968. . If, as Captaln Medlina
contends, the shooting In the vlllagc lasted for over three
hours,. then It Is extremcly unlikely that Colone! Barker or
his staff could have been unaware oﬁ—what was-happenling below.

Af;er“consldcrlng these polnts, luflnd it dlfflcult to.bellexe
that Llecutenant William Calley Is the only offlcer of the
American unlt Involved In the Incldent at Hy Lal who should

be chargcd ‘vwith criminal misconduct. The facts listed "here
.and" the questions they ralsc make It Impecrative that the
actlons- of Captain Ernest Mcdlna, his superior, Colonel Frank’
A. Barker, and any other officers connected to the bloody
incldent at My Lal be thoroughly investigated. |If these men
are Innocent of any wrong-doing, then the results of.the In-
vestlgatlon must be made public through a thoroughly documented
report that Is above reproach. |If they are not, then they must
be brought to trlal for thelfr role In this Infamous Incldent, .
To do -otherwise would be a bilatant betrayal of-those Idecals
Amerlca' has- long champloned and for which so many Amecrlcans
.have glven thelt livés. | respectfully Inplore you to do-
cveryth!rg Ih your pruat. to infure that such a travesty. docs
‘hot occur,

Slncerely yours,

W\
.jyyj- L floely

Renald Le Rldenhour
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Mar 15 Fri. got up at 5 a.m. ate chow had police call after
-that. Had garbage detail sure get a kick out of that.
Brought mess garbage down and they even ate that. Just
sitting around now cleaning weapons and took another bath

at thé stream. Had meeting hole company said we are going
to really hit something tomorrow going to hit 4 places its

a hot place.

Mar 16 Sat. got up at 5:30 left at 7:15 we had 9 choppers.
é lifts f;rst landed had mortar team with us. We started
to.move slowly through the village shooting everthing in
sight children men and women and animals. Some was sickening.
There legs were sﬁ&t off and they were still moving it was
just hanging there. I think there bodies were made of
rubber. I didn't fire a round yet and didn't ng?P

anybody not even a chicken I couldn't. .We are know
suppose. to push through 2 more it 1is about 10 a.m. and

we are taken a rest before going in. We also got 2 weapons
M1 agd a carbine our final destition is the Pinkville
suppose to be cement bunkers we killed about 100 people
after a whilé they said not to kill women and children. Stop-
ped for chow about 1 P.M. we didn't do much after that. We
vare know setting up for the night 2 ocompanies B and someone
e 1se we are set up in part of a village and rice'pattigs

had to dig foxhble area is pretty level are mortars are

out with us. Are serving hot chow tonite I looked in my
pack for dry socks and found out they Qere stolen from the
time we were‘qut in the field the name of the villages are
My Lai 4, 5, and 6. I am know pulling my guard for night.
11/2 hours_I am with the 1st squad_had pop and beer. Sky

is a 1little cloudybut itifs warm out.
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i.iMar 17 Sun: got up at%6:30 foggy.out. We didn't go to
Pinkville went to My Lai 2, 3, and 4 no one was there we
burned as we pushed """ We got 4 VC and a nurse. Had documents
on them yesterday we-took 14£yC.: We pushed as far as the
coast‘to the SOutb China Sea there was a village along the
coast also a lot of sailboats we stayed there for about an
h0ur we went back about 2 kilometers to set up camp its in

- a graveyard actually we‘didn t pull guard but awake most of
the night. |

Mar 18 Mon: moved backfto another area 1 VC said he wouid

take us to a tunneléhe took us all over didn't fiﬁd any after
that we met with other_platoons as we were goling 2 guys hit
mines there flack jackets saved them not hurt bad TREVINO and
GONZALEZ. We got with'company and CA out to Dottie there is

a lot of fuss on what happened at the village a Gen was aSking
questions. There is going to be an investigation on MEDINA.
We are not supposed to say anything. I didn't think it was
right but we did it but we did it at least I can say I didn't

kill anybody. I think I wanted to but in another way I didn't.

I certify that the above is a true and exact copy of my diary
through the period 15-17 March 1968 to the best of my knowledge.
Prepared at Washington, DC this 30th day of January 1970.
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Feb 29. Thur got bad headache up at 5:30 a.m. our plt going

out A.P.C's went to village really ruffed the people up. _ The

guys got 2 girls.its cloudy a little‘warm stopped for chow

at 11 a.m. headed back. Walked 5 clicks gét here ;nd sald

we are going to have an inspection Cap going to do it general

said it was a mess héd to guard 3 plt bunker. They went on ambush.

May 3 Friday My birthday 21 today. We are suppose to leave at

6:30 go to some valley they are not sure where they suppose
to go. BEERS didn't tell them where he wants them to go.

We may climb 953. We}went down to the valley we took a path
all the way down. Wheﬁ we got down to the bottem the first
element saw some gooks running they shot but missed. We took
1éft flank and when we went about 200 meters SCHIEL saw 3 of them
hidding in the brush one woman 2 men they had food and medical
supplies. Some of the guys meésed with the gir1>went down
further into the villey some huts were there. We all
ransacked the places and messed with the girls tore there
clothes off and screwed them. Sal beat up one. We left

and came up a hill to break for chow and also‘to set up for
night I took some pictures of the people. 1Is sure hot out.
Our plt went ouﬁ first we walked through the same village.

3 and 2 squads saw something in the bushes. TRAVAMO was
walking on a bath and a VC with pack'on jumped out he had

a 79 so he couldn'f shot and he dupked into the bushes we
found him under a hole in a small.path of water it looked
like he was dead but wasn't we got 2 grenades (homemade) a
bunch of papers a radio and a Russilan flag.. KING has tﬁem.
We had an interpretor come in and he is know asking hLim
questions. Came back to hill have ambush over in the same
area'got a letter from mom. Nothing happened on the ambush.
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* * * * * * % * % % * * %
I certify that the above is a true and exact copy of my diary

through the period 29 February 1968 and 3 May 1968 to the

best of my knowledge prepared at Washington D.C. this 30th

day of January 1970:

D evsa B el

THOMAS R. PARTSCH

Page 2 of 2 pages
302



|[Exhibit M-87|is published in Volume III,

Book 3,

Reports.
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Following article is from the Three Star Edition of the Pacific
Stars and Stripes of 18 March 1968:

U.S. TROOPS SURROUND REDS, KILL 128
S&S Vietnam Bureau

SAIGON -- U.S. infantrymen killed 128 Communists in a bloody
day-long battle Saturday six miles northeast of Quang Ngai
City on South Vietnam's central coast.

The battle was touched off shortly after 8 a.m. when
a company from the 11th Light Inf. Brigade ran into heavy con-
tact as they moved into an area following a U.S. Artillery
bombardment.

Within an hour after the company became locked in
heavy fighting with the unknown size Communist force, another
company from the brigade was sent in two miles northeast of
the battle.

The two companies began moving toward each other,
encountering sporadic enemy contact throughout the day, until
the enemy broke off the contact in the late aftermoon.

U.S. casualties for the fighting were put at two
killed and 10 wounded.

(Meanwhile, in the war's biggest allied operation --
a massive attempt to clear the Viet Cong from five provinces
around Saigon -- the count of enemy dead rose to 474 after
the first six days, AP reported.

(The combined U.S. and South Vietnamese force, tot-
aling more than 50,000 men, also has taken 114 prisoners,and
captured 226 enemy weapons, U.S. headquarters reported.

(American casualties so far, headquarters said, were
28 killed and 211 wounded. The South Vietnamese, without giv-
ing specific figures, termed their casualties light.)

Eighty-one Communists were killed Friday 19 miles
northwest of Saigon in the first major battle of the massive
operation Quyet Thang which kicked off on March 11.

The battle reportedly began at about 10 a.m. when a
troop of armored vehicles from the U.S. 1llth Arﬁored Cav. Regt.
was taken under fire by an estimated enemy battalion in an area
six miles southwest of Cu Chi. _

Almost immediately, U.S. Army helicopter gunships
began attacking the Communist positions with rockets and machine-
gun fire, and heavy artillery shells began crashing down on the
enemy.

U.S. Air Force jets arrived a short time later and
bombed and strafed the Reds.

Shortly before 2 p.m. units from the Vietnamese 25th
Inf. Div. arrived on the scene to reinforce the U.S. armor,
and the two units began pressing the attack against the enemy
until the Reds withdrew at sundown.
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96217

XICO 27 March 1968

SUBJECT Letter of Commendatlon

THRU ¢ Cammanding Officer
' Task Force barker
11th Infantry Brigade
APG 96217

THRU ¢ Jonmanding COfficer
1st Battalion, 20th Infantry
t1th Infantry Brigade
APG 96217

TO: Commanding Officer
Company C
1st Battalion, 20th Infantry N
11th Infantry Brigade .
APQ 96217

1. I wish to add my personal congratulations to those already stated by
General VWestmoreland and Major General Koster for the outstanding action,
team work and aggressiveness exhibited by your unit,

2., The success of this operation and the praiseworthy role of units of

the 11th Infantry Brigade directly reflect your expert guidance, leader-
ship and devotion to duty. The quick response and professionalism dis-

played during this action has again enhanced the Brigade's image in the

eyes of higher commands.

EXHIBIT M-90
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XICO 27 Mareh 1968
SUBJECT: Letter of Commendation

3. FPlease convey my sincere appreciation to thoss personnel responsible
for a job well done.

1 Incl ' ORAN K. HENDERSON
Message Extract Colonel, Infantry
Commanding
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EXTRACT MESSAGE FROM MAJOR GENERAL KCOSTER

SUBJECT CONGRATULATORY MESSAGE

1. I WOULD LIKE TO PASS N THE POLLOWING MESSAGE FRCM GEN WESTMCRELAND:
0P MUSCATINE CONTACT NORTHEAST OF QUANG NGAI CITY CM 16 MARCH DEALT
ENDMY HEAVY BLOW. CONGRATULATIONS TO OFFICERS AMD MEN OF G 1/20 INF
AND B 4/3 INF FCR OUTSTANDING ACTION, |

2. I ADD MY CONGRATULATIONS POR THE TEAM WORK AND AGGRESSIVEMESS
EXHIBITED BY THE ABOVE NENTIOMED COMPANIES AND TO ALL OTHERS PARTICI-
PATING IN THIS GPERATION.

Inclosure 1



[Exhibit M-91]is published in Volume III,
Book ‘1, Directives. |Exhibit M-92|is
published in Volume III, Book 3, Reports.

EXHIBIT M-9I
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HEADQUARTERS
UNITED STATES MILITARY ASSISTANCE COMMAND, VIETNAM
APO San Francisco 96222

FOREWORD |

The "Handbook for Military Support of Pacification" has been
developed as a basic reference document designed for use by United
States forces, Republic of Vietnam Armed Forces, and Free World
Military Assistance Forces operating in the Republic of Vietnam.
Prior to its publication, it was distributed in draft form to the
field for a three month evaluation and has been completely coordi-
nated with the Joint General Staff, Republic of Vietnam Armed -
Forces. In the near future, the handbook will be published in the
Vietnamese language by The Republic of Vietnam Armed Forces.

In view of the recent dynamic changes in the government of
Vietnam and the pacification program, it is considered that the
publication of this handbook at this time is especially appropriate.

The handbook will be revised periodically by this headquarters.
New pages will be distributed for insertion into the handbook when
appropriate. Recommended changes or suggestions for improvement
should be forwarded to Commander, United States Military Assistance
Command, Vietnam, ATTN: MACJ3, APO 96222.

(ol Kemid—

WALTER T. KERWIN, JR.
Major General, United States Army
Chief of Staff

FOR THE COMMANDER:

N
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CHAPTER 3

ORGANIZAT ION

Section 1

GENERAL

22, This chapter discussés the many-governmental agencies, mili-
tary and civilian, Vietnamese and United States, which are participat-
ing in or supporting pacification. Although each major agency is dis-
cussed separately, it must be borne in mind continually that there is
a complex interaction between all of these separate agencies at every
level of the military or civil government. At some levels, military
and civilian functions blend and the same individual is responsible
for both. The primary task of the United States agencies in Vietnam
is to advise, support and assist the GVN counterpart agencies. The
US Mission Agency which has primary military and civilian responsibil-
ity for support of pacification is USMACV. It is necessary to keep
the distinction between military and civil responsibilities in mind
during the discussion that follows, as it will assist in determining
who and what agency has primary responsibility for a given function
and in what channels it operates.

Section 11

GVN ORGANIZATION

23. GENERAL.

The government of Vietnam is in a transition stage at this
time in that an elected constitutional structure has just come into
being. The present government cannot be divided simply into "civil
organization" and '"military organization. The military government
of Vietnam had by its very nature introduced military officers into
every level of the government. Many of them occupied then, and will
occupy in the future, governmental positions concerned only with ci-
vilian functions. Others now occupy positions concerned only with
military functions. However, there remain many whose job assignments
combine military and civilian functions in a single office. This is
not only a characteristic of the present government but is a fore-
seeable long term trend, as many of the most able and experienced
Vietnamese administrators are in uniform. .It is important to under-
stand the distinction between the purely military line officer and
the officer whose responsibilities include both military and civilian
functions, as the actual responsibility may vary considerably from
apparent rank,
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24, CIVILIAN FUNCTIONAL ORGANIZATION:

- a. Presently, the top echelon of the Government of the Re-
public of Vietnam is essentially civilian in character,although mili-
tary or former military personnel presently occupy some of the top-
ranking and policy-making positions. Currently, this echelon consists
of the President, Vice President, and the Ministers of Defense, Interior,
and Revolutionary Development. Below the top echelon, the majority of
the governmental employees are civilian. Elections recently completed
in September and October 1967, represented final steps toward consti-
tutional government which had its beginning in September 1966, During
that month the newly elected Constituent Assembly was convened.

b. The Constituent Assembly set about drafting a consti-
tution which was unanimously approved in March 1967. The form of
government ordained in the constitution is a modified presidential
system. The constitution calls for a President as Chief of State -
who will designate a Prime Minister and a Cabinet to implement the
government 's policies and manage the affairs of the nation. It also
provides for a two chamber legislature known as the National Assembly.

¢. An independent judiciary is established with the highest
legal authority vested in the Supreme Court, An Inspectorate is pro-
vided for by appointment. This body of representatives has the duty
of guarding against corruption and other acts harmful to the national
interest at all levels of government and in public and private agencies.

d. Revolutionary development councils composed of both mili-
tary and civil representatives function at national through district
level. At the national level, the Central RD Council (CRDC) develops
policies and manages the overall program. Its organization is shown
at Figure 3-1. Many civil activities are administered initially by
the Ministry of Revolutionary Development to provinces and districts
until they are taken over by the appropriate technical ministry. The
activities of technical ministries are administered directly to the
province from the ministry. Military activities are administered by
the Ministry of Defense through subordinate RVNAF echelons to province
and district levels. Regional, provincial, DTA, and district RD coun-
cils review RD activities and ensure that the military and civil as-
pects are coordinated. The CRDC has the following specific duties:

(1) To determine the basic RD policy.
(2) To examine and approve all RD plans and programs.

e. The CRDC has a Permanent Bureau. The chief is the Sec-
retary General of the CRDC who is also the Minister of RD. The

12
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permanent bureau which is, for all practical purposes, the Ministry of
RD, acts as an executive agency for the CRDC, and as such, executes all
decisions made by the CRDU and coordinates with all ‘ministries to assure
smooth operation. Regional, provincial, DTA, and district RD councils
also have permanent bureaus which function in muchk the same way. See
Figure 3-2,

f. The corps commander has civil as well as military resson-
sibilities, is responsible for governmental functions within a region,
and is concurrently the GVN regional representative. The region bound-
.aries correspond to the military corps boundaries known as Corps Tac-
tical Zones (CTZ). The corps commander is assisted in his civil func-
tions by a Deputy for Civilian and Territorial Affairs, and by region-
al deputies from the ministries in Saigon.

g. The commander of the Division Tactical Area (DTA) has
limited responsibilities pertaining to civilian governmental functions.
His role is discussed more fully in paragraph 38.

h. The province chief is the "key" man for success of the
pacification program. He is responsible for developing a province
pacification plan containing a detailed RD plan. Further, he is
responsible for the control of all civil and military resources to
be applied in support of pacification. Each technical ministry has
a service representative in each province, but the province chief is,
as an individual, responsible for all government functions within his
province, The province chiefs are supervised through Region/CTZ for
some functions, directly by Region/CTZ for other functions, and di-
rectly from the central government for others. The technical minis-
tries give guidance directly to the service chiefs. This gives rise,
on occasion, to policy conflicts which must be resolved by the prov-
ince chief or higher authority.

i. The main operational element for the civil aspects of RD
is the RD cadre group which 1is composed of 59 RD cadre (Fig 3-3). As
soon as the required degree of military security is established, the
RD cadre groups are introduced into the hamlet and begin the task of
organization and development. The RD cadre group consists of three
main elements:

(1) sStaff (7 men) responsible for: -
(a) Command and Control. )

(b Coérdination.

(c) Reporting.
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GVN REVOLUTIONARY DEVELOPMENT COUNCILS

Central RD
Council
Permanent RD
Bureau (Secretary
General of CRDC)
'Region RD
Council
p ¢t RD 14 Mil =%
e;manen 10 Civ
ureau 24 Total
Division
R D Council
Permanent RD 10 M_il o
Bureau _2_(_3_1v_
12 % 12 Total
Province
RD Council
9 Mil =k
Permanent RD 2 Civ
44 Bureau 11 Total
District
RD Council
RECAPITULATION: Total Military: Permanent RD 5 Mil
1,198 Bureau
Total Civilian: Q127
150

(*Figure on Div Bureaus includes CMD and 24th Special Tactical Zone (Rung Sat
Special Zone has no RD councill Permanent Bureaus are authorized for 124
districts and three autonomous cities where priority revolutionary developmer*
activities are taking place.) ' '

(**The JGS has requested RVNAF Force Structure spaces for these billets.
MACYV J3 has stated that the spaces should be filled by civilians.)

Figure 3-2
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(2) Reconstruction Inter-Team (18 men) responsible for:

(a) Studying and improving the political, cultural,
social and economic situation.

(b) Determining the aspirations of the people.
() Planning self-help projects.

(d) Motivating and assisting the people to build
their own hamlet.

(3) Militia Inter-Team (34 men) responsible for:

(a) Making security plans to protect the RD cadre
and the hamlet inhabitants,

(b) Coordinating with the Census Grievance unit
of the reconstruction inter-team to discover and eliminate the VC
infrastructure.

(¢c) Organizing and training the Revolutionary
Development Peoples Groups (RDPG) as self-defense forces.

j. The basic RD cadre group may be ‘augmented by technical
cadre from any GVN ministry in order to give proper emphasis or addi-
tional assistance in developmental areas outside the competence of the
RD cadre group. For example, textile, fisheries, lumber products,
ceramic products; these and other special problems might require
specialized cadre skills applicable only in a limited geographical
area and/or for a limited period of time., The province chief in these
cases may request technical augmentation of his RD cadre group from
the appropriate ministry in Saigon.

k. The RD cadre group operates under the operational control
of the province chief, principally within the hamlets, to establish
initial government administration, organize the people for self-defense,
and initiate simple economic and social development projects to win
the confidence and loyalty of the people. A Provincial Revolutionary
Development Cadre Group (Fig 3-4) provides the province chief with a
planning and control group to assist him in the execution of his
responsibilities. '

25. NATIONAL POLICE FIELID FORCE ORGANIZATION.

a. The National Police Field Force (NPFF) is a component of
the GVN Nationai Police. It consists of lightly armed tactical el-
ements, whose major function 1is, .in collaboration with the Special

17
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Police Branch, to eliminate the VC infrastructure in the district,
village, and hamlet. Once this task is discharged, the NPFF has the
primary responsibility of preventing VC resurgence and the ultimate
mission of safeguarding the extension of .other National Police presence
into the rural area. The NPFF operates within the direct line of
National Police command and supports other local police elements.

The basic NPFF oy erating unit is the company.

b. Command of the NPFF is exercised by Commander, NPFF, who
is an Assistant Director General of NPFF.- Necessary staff is provided
by the Directorate General of National Police.

c. Every member of the NPFF is fully trained as a policeman
and is further trained in the counterinsurgency aspects of military
operations. The internal administration, logistical support, and
disciplinary functions of the NPFF are designed to support tactical
operations as well as to carry out their primary mission of VC infra-
structure eradication in collaboration with the Special Police Branch.

d. Extending the supervisory and reporting capability of
Headquarters NPFF in Saigon, the Commander, NPFF, is represented at the
headquarters of regions and provinces by officers of NPFF attached to
the offices of the Regional Chief of Police and Province Chief of
Police respectively. The duty of these officers is to ensure contin-
uous and adequate logistic and administrative support from Headquarters
NPFF; to keep Commander, NPFF continuously informed on all aspects of
the status of his companies; and to ensure a proper working relation-
ship between NPFF company commanders and the province/district admin-
istration. In particular, they ensure that the NPFF field elements
are used only for those purposes for which they have been provided;

i, e., VC infrastructure eradication and necessary field operations
at the village level. NPFF are not responsible for providing the
personal security of province or district chiefs; their equipment is
not to be diverted to non-NPFF elements; nor should they be used as
scouts for ARVN/RF/PF tactical operations.

e. It is the prerogative of the province chief to decide
which districts will employ NPFF as part of his province plan., He
may decide that:

(1) The local security has so deteriorated that NPFF
will be withdrawn because they cannot handle the local situation.

(2) The local security has so. improved that NPFF opera-
tions will pass to the uniformed National Police.

f. It is the responsibility of the Province Chief of Police
" to ensure that the police administrative and intelligence machinery

19
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cooperate and coordinate with all other government agencies (partic-
ularly the armed forces).

g. It is the task of the NPFF representative at Province
Headquarters to ensure that the NPFF companies are operationally
effective.

h. Relationships - District Chief/District Chief of Police/
NPFF Company Commander.

(1) The district chief will decide in which villages of
his district the NPFF platoons will be deployed. Subsequent redeploy-
ment will reduce the operational effectiveness of the NPFF, depending
on the intelligence posture, familiarity with the area, and the degree
of rapport established with the local population.

i. Relationship - Village Chief/NPFF Platoon Commander. The
NPFF Platoon Commander will work in close and cordial association with
the village chief of the village to which his platoon is assigned.
However, the village chief has no authority over the Platoon; and the
Platoon Commander has no authority over the Village Chief. The rela-
tionship of NPFF is collaboration with the village and hamlet author-
ities.,

J. Organization:

(1) The basic NPFF unit is the company.

(2) Normal deployment calls for one company to each "task
district" (a district selected by the province chief for NPFF opera-
tions). A task district will contain several "task villages", which
have been selected by the District Chief for NPFF operations.

(3) The company is a flexible sized unit. The number of
platoons will vary with the number of task villages in the district.

(4) The allocation of companies to a province will vary
with the number of task districts in the province.

(5) Weapons. Although there is a nationally established
TOE, allocation of weapons within a platoon is at the discretion of
platoon leader who may decide to group all shotguns, or all BARs or
all rifles, or any combination appropriate to ‘his task. Similarly,
unless otherwise directed, the squad leader may group his weapons.

(6) Vehicles. The allocation of vehicles provides for

20
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one truck, 1/4 ton ‘(Jeep) per platoon and one for company headquarters.
In addition, the company headquarters is authorized two trucks, 1 1/2
ton.

k. The Public Safety Division, MACCORDS, is responsible for
providing advisors to the NPFF as well as programming the support pro-
vided to the NPFF by the United States.

26. MILITARY FUNCTIONAL ORGANIZATION.

a. The Joint General Staff, Republic of Vietnam Armed Forces
(JGS/RVNAF) is the senior Vietnamese military headquarters in Vietnam.
The Deputy Chief of the JGS, RVNAF assists the Chief of JGS in all matters
pertaining to RVNAF and directs RVNAF's support of RD and Pacification
programs. The Deputy is also the compander and responsible to the Chief
for all matters pertaining to RF and PF affairs.

b. The Republic of Vietnam Armed Forces (RVNAF) includes the
regular Army (ARVN), Air Force (VNAF), Navy (VNN), Marine Corps (VNMC)
and the Regional Force and the Popular Force (RF/PF). The basic mis-
sions of VNAF and VNN are to provide support to ARVN. The battalions
of the VNMC, along with ARW airborne battalions, normally in general
reserve, will be allocated to the operational control of a corps com-
mander for specific operations. Normally, RF units are under the com-
mand of the province chief/sector commander and PF platoons are under
the command of the district chief/subsector commander. The military
command echelon below the JGS/RVNAF is the corps. S

c. In his military role, the corps commander is responsible
for all military operations within his assigned area of responsibility.

d. ARWN,

(1) The general mission of the ARWN, at corps level and below,
is to plan and execute military operations in support of the joint military
. effort, and to support the RF/PF and civil pacification effort at province
level.

(2) Below corps level, ARVN is, organized along conventional
US lines into divisions, regiments and battalions (Figure 3-5). Divisions
are assigned military responsibility for, division tactical areas (DTA).
Subordinate elem=2nts of the division may be assigned tactical areas of
responsibility (TAOR) for providing military support of pacification.
The boundaries between DTAs and the desigration of TAORs are normally
based on the provincial political boundaries.

(3) Division, regimental and battalion headquarters are
dispersed within the DTA, sited in the large towns and cities. Although
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physically located within provinces and districts, ARVN tactical units
remain within the ARWN chain of command unless higher authority has
directed otherwise. Therefore, the normal relationship between com-
manders of ARVN units and the province/district chief is mutual liaison
and coordination. However, when assigned to provide territorial secu-
rity for pacification, ARVWN units normally will be placed under the
operational control of the sector commander whd may also be the prov-
ince chief.

e. Regional Force/Popular Force.

(1) An RVNAF reorganization study recently completed and
approved by both MACV and JGS/RVNAF calls for modification of the RVNAF
organizational structure. Charts in this handbook dealing with RF/PF
reflect the current organization and, in so far as possible, the pend-
ing changes as known at the time of publication.

(2) The mission of Popular Force (PF) platoons operating
in a contiguous belt or zone outside the hamlet or village is to conduct
night saturation patrols and to establish and maintain outposts, thus
providing local security for RD. The Popular Forces organize civic
groups to participate in local security in rural areas, support the Pac-
ification Program and assist in the protection of vital highways and key
installations when Regional Forces (RF) are not available. The RF com-
pany operating throughout another belt contiguous to that of the PF, but
more distant from the hamlet or village, has a similar mission of pro-
viding local security to RD. Regional Forces will also protect villages,
hamlets, population resources, communications systems and other fixed
installations when Popular Forces are not available.

(3) The Regional Force/Popular Force (RF/PF) is the mili-
tary organization specifically established for assignment to the com-
mand of the sector and subsector commanders. Although RF/PF is within
the RVNAF command structure, its function more nearly approximates that
of militia rather than that of regular forces (Fig 3-6). It can be
seen from the subparagraph above that its mission is more locally ori-
ented than the mission of ARVN. 1Its organization and equipment is con-
siderably lighter than that of a corresponding ARVN organization, con-
sequently its combat firepower and effectiveness are not comparable to
an equivalent ARVN organization. 1In spite of these limitations, the
RF/PF has consistently demonstrated its capability in the field. RF/PF
collectively constitute approximately one-half of the manpower in the
Vietnamese Armed Forces.

(4) As the general rule, the Regional Force is province
oriented while tne Popular Force is district oriented. This does not,
however, preclude inter-district or inter-provincial combat operations
or limited duty station transfers for RF personnel. A typical prov-
incial organization is shown.at Figure 3-7. The number of RF companies
will vary from province to province, depending upon size, population
and priority of the province. The same applies to the number of PF
platoons assigned to a district. '
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RF/PF ORGANIZATION WITHIN A PROVINCE /7 SECTOR

Province
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quarters Company
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I i 1
Company 1 = sector i
' L Commander ! }
T J : i T Iy
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quarters { ' Squads | |
L i I
O ————1 | e - — — !
———m Command o — — —— | e e = — A
XXAX Operational Control XXXXXXXXXXXX
X X
PF
Platoouw -; Village
* Not found in all Provinces 1 :
I |
Figure 3-7
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(5) PF platoons usually are assigned as village or hamlet
security forces. They also are useéd for Line of Communications (LOC)
and bridge security, for maintaining outposts, intelligence and security
patrols, and night and day ambushes. Generally, the PF is assigned to
the command of the subsector commander, but is supported logistically
by the province Administrative and Direct Support Logistical Company
(A&DSL CO). o '

(6) RF units are assigned to the sector commander. He
may retain operational control or may place them under the operational
control of the subsector commander, The sector commander may employ
multi-company formations and conduct combat operations over a relative-
ly long period of time. In some cases the sector commander will employ
one or two RF companies as a province reaction force. 1In addition,
the RF is used normally for the defense of the more critical outposts
and forward operating bases within the sector. RF battalions, while
subordinate to the sector commanders, are assigned special missions by
the corps.

f. Paramilitary Forces. The Civilian Irregular Defense Group
(CIDG) forces are paramilitary forces under Vietnamese Special Forces
(LLDB) command., The LLDB are advised and supported by the US Army
Special Forces (USASF). Since many of the missions, tasks and opera-
tions of these forces are classified, a discussion of the CIDG program
in this handbook is not possible. The reader may refer to Annex K
(Employment of CIDG) to the Combined Campaign Plan 1968, AB 143, for a
more detailed discussion of CIDG forces and their employment.

Section III

US ORGANIZATION

27. GENERAL.

a. The Ambassador of the United States is the personal repre-
sentative of the President of the United States to the Government of
South Vietnam. He is the senior member of the US Mission, and is re-
sponsible for the conduct of all United States Govermmental activities
in Vietnam.,

b. The Embassy, Joint United States Public Affairs Office
(JUSPAQ), United States Agency for International Development (USAID),
Office of Special Assistant to the Ambassador (0SA), and US Military
Assistance Command - Vietnam (USMACV) are the United States Government
Agencies presently in Vietnam. Collectively, they comprise the US
Mission which 1s identified as the US Country Team.
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c¢. The Embassy provides facilities and staff to support the
Ambassador and is responsible for all exchanges between the US Government
and the RVN at the national level.

d. JUSPAO is organized to meet the spetific public affairs
requirements impesed by United States interests in Vietnam.

e. USAID is responsible for assisting and advising on the
development of the civilian economy. It provides advice and support
over the entire spectrum of nommilitary assistance in Vietnam.

f. USMACV is charged with the dual responsibility for pro-
viding military assistance support to the Republic of Vietnam Armed
Forces (RVNAF) and, as a subordinate unified command under the Commander
in Chief, Pacific (CINCPAC), for the command of US military forces com-
mitted to assist the RVN. By agreement, COMUSMACV coordinates the ac-
tivities of the military forces contributed by other Free World Nations
in support of the RVN.

g. The top coordinating body is the US Mission Council. The
council is also the senior advisory body to the Ambassador. The senior
officer or senior member of each US agency is a member of the Mission
Council.

28, CIVIL OPIZRATIONS AND REVOLUTIONARY DEVELOPMENT SUPPORT,(CORDS}
STAFF ELEMENT ORGANIZATIOXN. : g

a. The Commander, USMACV (COMUSMACV) has the responsibility
to provide single manager directien of all US civil/military pacificaticn
activities in the RVN. The Deputy to COMUSMACV for Civil Operations and
Revolutionary Development Support (CORDS) is responsible to COMUSMACV for
discharging these duties. Specifically, he is charged by COMUSMACV with
supervising the formulation and execution of all policies and programs,
military and civilian, which support the RVN's pacification program.

b. The Assistant Chief of Staff, GCORDS, is assigned the fol-
lowing responsibilities:

(1) Advise COMUSMACV, MACV staff elements, and all US
civilian agencies on all aspects of US civil/military support for the
RVN pacification program.

(2) Develop joint and combined plans, policies, concepts,

and programs concerning US civil/military support for pacification, in
conjunction with RVN authorities.
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(3) Supervise the execution of plans and programs for US

civil/military support of pacification.

(4) Provide advice and assistance to the RVN, including

the Ministry of Revolutionary Develepment (MORD), RVNAF, Joint Gene
Staff (JGS), and other RVN agencies on US civil/military support fo
pacification including US advisory and logistical support.

(5) Develop requirements for military and civil asset
(US and RVN) to support pacification,

(6) Serveias the contact point for sponsoring agencie
for RD programs. Maintain liaison with supporting azencies in repr
ing their interest in civil non-RD programs and activities in the fi
Maintain, direck operational communications with field elemants for
proegrams,

m

(7) Be responsible for program coordination with th
various US mission civil agzencies in the planning and implemanting
cormunity development and nation building activities.

(8) Provide a MACY focal point for economic warfare
including pcpulation and resources control and for civic acticn by
US forces.

(9) Evaluate all civil/military pacificaticn activiti
including the provision of territjxlal sacurity for pacificatien by
US/FWMAF/®VN military forces and raport on the pr“*res status, an
problems of pacification support.

ra
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(10) Act on all pacification support policy matters per-
[ pp I ¥ I

taining to subordinate echelons.

(11) Direct advisory relationships with the RVN on
pacification matters.,

(12) Exercise overall staff monitorship, in conjunction
with the other HQ MACV staff agencies in their areas of primary staff
interest, for the RF/PF Advisory Group in all matters related to the

pacification effort.

c. Region/CTZ: The staff element organization for CORDS
conforms genzrally to Figure 3-8 allowing for differences in the

[

situation in the various regions or Corps Tactical Zones (CTZ), prov-

inces, and districts.



REGION/CTZ CORDS ORGANIZATION

" Force Commander/Senior Advisor
-

Deputy Force Deputy For
Commander CORDS

Chief of Staff

Advisory Team

X~-%X=% Coordination--Military and CORDS matters.

XXXX Operational Control when unit assigned on RD
direct support mission.
’ Figure 3-8
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(1) The Deputy for Civil Operations and Revolutionary
Developrernit Support to the Force Commander/Senior aAdvisor (SA) in all
the corps is a civilian. He is charged with supervising the formula-
tion and execution of all military and civil plans, policies, and pro-
grams which support the RVN's pac1F1cat10n program including civic
action performed by US units.

(2) The Deputy Senior Advisor (DSA) assists the Deputy
for CORDS in all matters relating to RVNAF military support for pac-
ification. ‘

(3) The Assistant Deputy for CORDS at region/CTZ level
is a civilian. He heads an integrated civil/military staff which
parallels the MACCORDS organization. He also directs headquarters
based RD-related and non-RD technical programs.

d. Province.

(1) An integrated military/civilian advisory team is
assigned to each province.

(2) The province senior advisor is the province team
chief. He may be military or civilian. The province senior advisor
is chosen by the Force Commander/Senior Advisor and his deputy for
CORDS, with the concurrence of the Deputy COMUSMACY of CORDS. 1If the
province senior advisor is military, the deputy province senior advi-
sor nmust be civilian and vice versa.

(3) The province senior advisor receives operational
direction from the Deputy for CORDS to the Force Commander/Senior
Advisor.- Province teams receive military administrative and logis-
tical support from the ARVN division advisory teams.

(4) Where ARVN units are in direct support of pacifica-
tion in a province, advisors to these units will be under the opera-
tional control of the province senior advisor.

(5) The province senior advisor serves as principal
advisor to the province chief. However, technical advice will be given
to the province chief or his representative by the most qualified
member of the province team. The province senior advisor must be made
aware of the advice given and will establish policies to which this
advice will conform. .

e. District.

(1) The district advisory team is an integrated military/
civilian team.
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(2) The district team advises the district chief on miiui-
tary/civil matters and implements all US military/civil support progrems
within the district.

(3) The district senior advisor is the district team chief.
He is selected by the province senior advisor with the concurrence of the
Deputy for CORDS to the Force Commander/SA. The district senior acvisor
and the deputy senior advisor may be either military or civilian. If
one is military, the other must be civilian if there is a civilian re-
presentative present at district level.

29. US MILITARY ORGANIZATION.

a. USMACV is the US mission agency charged with the re5poﬁ—
sibility for military support of pacification. By exercising its influence
through advisory channels, MACV guides and advises ‘ARVN in the execution
of that part of its mission related to the military support of pacifi-
cation. By virtue of its operational command authority over US military
components and operational control over Free World Military Assistance
Forces (FWMAF), MACV assigns missions to its subordinate commanders
which contribute to or directly support the pacification effort.

b. US Military Advisory Organization:

(1) US advisory detachments are provided to the RVNAF
regular forces down to battalion or equivalent level (Fig 3-9). The
advisory chain of command parallels the RVNAF chain of command. The
organization of the US advisory detachment also provides for an inde-
pendent communication capability which parallels that of ARVN, extending
from USMACV through corps, division and regiment to battalion.

(2) The US Force Commander in I, II and III CTZ also
functions as the Senior Advisor. This dual responsibility of the CG,
III MAF, CG, I FFORCEV and CG, II FFORCEV allows effective coordination
between RVNAF and US/FWMAF units conducting combat operations in sup-
port of pacification. IV Corps, which does not have a corresponding
US tactical commander, has only a Senior Advisor and advisory detachment.

(3) Within each corps the senior advisor at each echelon
is responsible far the US military advisory effort in the geographical
area encompassed by his counterpart commander. The province senior
advisor is supervised by the corps senior advisor of the corps in which
the province 1is located.

c. US/FWMAF:

(1) COMUSMACV exercises operational command through the



ARVN/US ADVISOR ORGAMIZATION

Us

ARVN

CG, I FFORCEY is II Corps SA

Advice

CG, II FFORCEYV is III Corps SA
SA, IV Corps is IV Corps SA

Figure 3-9
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service compbneht commanders over all US forces in the RVN. The FWMAF
maintain their national identity, but by agreement are under the opera-
tional control of COMUSMACV.

(2) The‘primary responsibility of US/FWMAF is the destruc-
tion of VC/NVA main force units and neutralization of VC/NVA base areas.
US/FWMAF will also conduct military operations in support of RD within
assigned Tactical Areas of ReSponsibility (TAOR) and in the vicinity of
US/FWMAF base areas.
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US ADVISORY ORGANIZATION
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CHAPTER 5

TACTICS AND. TECHNIQUES

Section 1

GENERAL

51. In Chapter 1, Section II, the concepts and objectives of pac-
ification were discussed. The overall strategic concept includes these
separate but mutually supporting tasks:

a. Military Offensive. US/FWMAF have been assigned primary
responsibility for conducting the military offensive.to defeat the VC/
NVA main force units. RVNAF participates in this task when possible
in conjunction with their primary task of military support of pac-
ification. It should be noted that in IV CTZ, RVNAF currently has the
primary task for the military offensive as well as the support of pac-
ification. : :

b. Revolutionary Development. RVNAF and GVN civil elements
conduct this task with RVNAF having the primary responsibility for
providing territorial security for RD. US/FWMAF is assigned this
responsibility when directed by COMUSMACV. This task is conducted in
three phases which are clearing, securing, and developing.

c. Nation Building. Government of Vietnam civil elements
conduct this task with assistance of US/FW civil agencies to complete
the development of a nation-wide political, economic and social insti-
tutions necessary for a viable, free noncommunist Republic of Vietnam.

52. This chapter will present certain of the tactics and tech-
niques applicable to operations of the military offensive and those in
support of pacification when US/FWMAF/RVNAF are supporting a GVN/US
civil effort. In all cases, military operations should be so conduct-
ed as to be integrated fully with civil pacification objectives.

Section 11
TACTICS

53. US/ARVN doctrine and tactics are being reviewed continuously
to determine their adequacy and effectiveness in the combat environ-
ment of Vietnam. This continual review has proved that combat doctrine
as published and taught in US service schools is valid for application
in Vietnam. The "Handbook for US Forces in Vietnam", April 1967, is
a valuable source of tactical guidance in concentrated form to augment
the standard doctrinal sources, Additionally, "Combat Tips" and

42

343



"Lessons Learned” are published by the various headquarters from time
to time to update doctrine and to disseminate information on successful
combat tactics and techniques. This body of doctrine is valid for and
applicable to the conduct of the military offensive and military
operations in support of pacification. In actuality, military support
of pacification #s a unit mission, not a special and identifiable mili-
tary maneuver. In order to accomplish this mission, units will employ
standard tactics and techniques adapted as necessary to meet the re-
quirements of terrain, enemy forces, and rules of engagement.

f‘_54. In the initial phase of pacification, offensive operations are
coriducted to clear the area. By definition, an area is cleared when
organlzed VC/NVA main force and guerrilla units have been destroyed or
ev1cted During this phase, the clearing forces normally will operate
inicompany and battalion size operations, although regiment or division
size operations may be required initially, depending on VC/NVA capa-
bilities and probable reaction., Later, when the VC/NVA cannot operate
in large formations, the clearing force will be able to operate cor-
respondingly in smaller formations covering larger areas. Saturation
patrolling, day and night operations, and search and destroy operations
will be conducted to locate, engage, and destroy remaining main force
and local guerrilla units. Psychological operations will be conducted
in support of these activities with emphasis on persuading the VC/NVA
military and civil cadres to defect from the VC/NVA cause and rally
to the GVN., In coordination with province officials, short term,
high impact civic action projects are accomplished. The area will be
outposted to give surveillance and early warning of enemy movements.
Larger gcale operations will move outward to the perimeter of the area
undergoing clearing and/or in adjacent areas, in order to prevent the
VC/NVA from reentering. During clearing, military operations will be
oriented on the enemy within a designated area.

55. In securing an area, continued emphasis is placed on small
unit operations (company and platoon), outposting, day and night am-
bushes, and security missions. Military operations are oriented on
providing area security, but are characterized by aggressive offen-
sive operations throughout the area. Psychological operations, par-
ticularly in civic actions, are intensified. Securing continues until
the VC capability is reduced to individual terrorist activities.

" 43



58. CORDON AND SEARCH.

a. The CORDON AND SEARCH may be used alone or may be -inte-
grated with the County Fair, Hamlet Festival or Go Team, which will be
discussed later. The concept of the CORDON AND SEARCH operation is to
form a blockade around the target area - usually a hamlet - prevent
movement into or out of the target area with one force, and then con-
duct a detailed search with a separate force. The CORDON AND SEARCH
is most effective when the cordon is established silently and under the
cover of darkness, This frequently will entrap draft evaders, deserters,
and local guerrillas or VC local forces who have spent the night in the
hamlet; therefore, the cordoning forces must maintain surveillance and
be prepared to .engage enemy forces inside the perimeter as well as out-
side the perimeter.

b. Although the cordoning force may be ARVN, US, or FWMAF,
the searching force should always be Vietnamese. They may be ARVN,
RF/PF or NPFF. The searching force should receive special training
on the tactics and techniques of conducting a search, should be or-
ganized into search teams, each with specific assigned tasks, and
should be briefed on the specific area or hamlet to be searched.
Whenever possible, aerial photographs or a sand table should be used
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during the briefing, in order that each team leader knows and under-
stands his responsibilities.

c. For the purpose of the following discussion, a sizeable
searching force is assumed, i.e., an RF company. The actual searching
force may be considerably smaller, but the principles still apply.
Each man, team, squad, or platoon must be selected for, trained for,
and preferably rehearsed for a specific job during a specific search
phase. The search will produce proper results only when it is well
coordinated and carefully controlled during execution. The search
should be as thorough as time permits: a sloppy or halfhearted search
does not achieve satisfactory results.

d. The search operation can be divided into two phases -
first, the sweep, and second, the deliberate search. Prior to initia-
ting the sweep, the searching force moves as close as possible to the
objective before detection. If possible, movement will be made under
the cover of darkness, maintaining light and noise discipline.

e. Sweep.

(1) The sweep phase should be conducted rapidly, taking
advantage of the element of surprise. The purpose of the sweep is to
inspect rapidly the objective area, seize arms, ammunition, or other
contraband before it can be hidden; detect any obvious booby traps;
immobilize the population; and apprehend any suspected persons for
further questioning. The sweep must be executed rapidly and decisive-
ly. The physical layout and the availability of approaches to the ob-
jective area may require that the sweep be conducted only from one
point. It will be more effective, however, if a converging sweep can
be initiated from two or more approaches.

(2) The sweep phase is terminated when the entire objec-
tive area has been given a visual inspection or when resistance or the
threat of resistance by entrapped VC forces is encountered. Sweep
forces always must be prepared for offensive combat if resistance de-
velops.

f. Organization for the sweep should include the following
functional teams, which may consist of from two or three men to a squad
in strength:

(1) Command Group: Maintains overall command and control
over the search operation. Maintains commuhication with the commander
of the cordoning force and with the overall commander for the operation.

(2) Sub-Command Group: If two or more search sectors are
established, each should have a senior NCO or an officer in charge.
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The commander should maintain radio communications with the search force
commander, He should control directly the fire support team.

(3) Fire Support Team: This team corsists of a minimum
of one automatic rifle or light machine gun, with crew. It displaces
as required under control of the commander or sub-commander so as to
be prepared to provide supporting fires to search teams if opposition
is encountered. If converging sectors of search ‘are be1ng used, care
must be exercised to preclude endangering friendly personnel.

(4) Search Teams: This team conducts a rapid visual
search of each habitation and its surrounding ground. During the
sweep, emphasis is on maintaining speed, to search as rapidly as pos-
sible to detect contraband or apprehend suspicious persons before they
can be hidden. If such are located, they should be taken immediately
to the command group for safe keeping by only one or two of the search
team while the balance of the team continues the search. The search
team should be equipped with signs, marking tape, or other means of
marking booby traps or mines for later destruction. The location of
mines, booby traps, tunnels, and underground bunkers should be report—
ed immediately to the command group.

(5) Loud Speaker Team: A portable bull horn or loud
speaker is considered essential for establishing rapid and positive
control of the population. If possible, a minimum of one loud speaker
per search sector under the immediate control of the commander/sub-
commander should be provided.

g. Tunnels and bunkers normally will not be searched during
the sweep however, surveillance of entrances must be maintained. Smoke
or CS may be placed inside for immediate flushing action. If an ex-
tensive network of tunnels is detected, the search commander may con-
sider this to be a sufficient threat so as to require a suspension of
the sweep and an initiation of a deliberate search, which includes
tunnel flushing and destruction/denial operations. If significant
opposition is encountered, the cordoning force may reinforce the
searching force and reduce the hamlet by normal combat action.

" h. Deliberate Search.

(1) Upon completion of the sweep, the deliberate search
phase of the search operation is initiated. This phase is character-
izd by a detailed and methodical search of the entire objective area.
The search force is organized into functional teams, each of which has
received training and is equipped to carry out a specific search pro-
cedure.
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(2) Mines and booby traps must be located, marked and
neutralized or destroyed.

(3) Tunnels that have been by-passed and kept under
surveillance during the sweep phase are flushed with CS or smoke;
either may cause personnel inside to come out and also will assist in
detecting additional tunnel entrances. Considerable success has been
experienced employing tunnel search teams which actually make a de-
tailed search of the tunnel complex to kill or capture the enemy and
capture weapons, documents, and other supplies.

(4) Each house or hut receives a methodical search,
Walls and roofs are tapped or probed to detect hiding places or com-
" traband. Floors are probed. A few bucketfuls of water spread evenly
over the floor frequently will detect buried objects, as recently
disturbed earth is more porous than the packed earth and absorbs water
faster. Flagstones or hearth stones are examined carefully for evid-
ence of being removable and, if in doubt, are lifted and the area be-
neath probed. Again, water poured over the area will be absorbed more
rapidly between stones that have been disturbed. Family altars are
examined carefully but with consideration for the religious sensi-
tivities of the inhabitant. Sleeping platforms are dismantled and
searched, the earth probed. Frequently, glazed pottery jugs are
dug in beneath the sleeping platforms, to be used for hasty shelter
or storage. These jugs are lifted and the interior of the hole
examined and probed. Conventional mine sweeping gear or other metallic
detectors may be used to sweep the walls and roof, but the usual amount
of random metal - tie wires, nails and scrap - usually gives a high
percentage of false reading. Exterior and interior measurements are
taken to determine if walls or partitions of unusual thickness -are
present, Bagged rice is probed or, if possible, weighed on an
improvised beam scale to determine if any contraband is hidden in-
side. ad . '

_ (5) The outside area is examined carefully to detect
evidence of buried objects, particularly around and under bushes and
trees. Tree trunks are tapped with a hammer or rock to locate hidden
openings. Caches frequently are located on platforms hidden by the
foliage on the tree limbs. Wells must be inspected carefully by a-
search team member physically descending inside; tunmels frequently
are constructed exiting into well shafts. Fish weirs and holding

ponds must be examined carefully for underwater entrances to caves
or tunnels. Grave sites should be examined carefully but with
consideration for the religious sensitivities of the local inhabitant.

(6) Care must be ‘exercised to return the searched area
to its normal state of order and repair as in those cases where no
evidence of enemy complicity is found.

4

348



i.  Added details which must be considered are that:

(1) The search force commander must allocate tasks and
areas to ensure that the entire area is subjected to a detailed search.

(2) The senior member of the family, preferable the male
member, should be {:side the house with the search team during the
search. This will tend to discourage looting by the search team.

After the search has been completed, the search force commander assembles
the hamlet elders and determines if any looting was done by the search
teams,

(3) During the deliberate search of the area, interroga-
tion teams assemble the inhabitants, conduct a documentation inspec-
tion, and as appropriate, conduct a detailed interrogation of selected
subjects. :

59. COMBINED CORDON AND SEARCH TECHNIQUES.

a. Three specific variations of cordon and search have been
developed in Vietnam. Each of these utilize both US and Vietnamese
personnel. Although these techniques may be used during support of RD,
they are used primarily during clearing operations. These techniques
are:

(1) The Hamlet Festival.
(2) The Go Team.
(3)  The County Fair.

b. Basically, the three techniques are similar in that all
include the cordoning of the hamlet selected for the operation, a
search of the hamlet by GVN forces, and finally, conduct of PSYOP for
the purpose of evidencing GVN concern for the people of the area.
First, the Hamlet Festival concept will be described in brief. Then
the Go Team and County Fair will be covered, pointing out the signif-
icant differences which require amplification.

c. Annex B describes the Hamlet Festival laycut and task
organization and functions of ‘the RVNAF teams of the Hamlet Festival
conceived and employed by the lst US Infantry Division.: The physical
layout and the task organization shown in the annex are idealized;
both may vary according to terrain, equipment available, and mission
requirements.
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60. HAMLET FESTIVAL.

a. The Hamlet Festival operation conceptually includes three
components: the external cordon of military forces; the search force,
always Vietnamese; and the Hamlet Festival force, also Vietnamese.
These operate as a permanent task force under 2 combined staff of US
and GVN personnel. It is used most profitably where military security
and GVN civil influence are planned to be permanent.

b. In the actual operation, the military force moves in under
cover of darkness and establishes a cordon around the hamlet: the search
force then enters. As the search force enters, VC, ARVN deserters, and
other illegal residents will attempt to escape: the cordon force will
apprehend them. The searchers, normally RF/PF or NPFF units, assemble
all males and females in the 15-45 age bracket and screen them. Search
techniques are discussed in paragraph 58.

c. As this search is being conducted, the remaining hamlet
residents are assembled for a Hamlet Festival., The purpose of this
phase of the operation is to subject the people to intensive propaganda
for the purpose of indicating to them that there does exist concern for
their welfare on the part of the GVN. Food, clothing, agricultural
advice, medical attention, all these are utilized as material evidences
of the GVN concern. In addition, ID cards and ‘family identity books
are issued and lectures and entertainment are provided.

61. GO TEAM.

a. The Go Team differs from the Hamlet Festival in these
respects:

(1) A combined staff for the operation is not required.

(2) The purpose of the operation is not to establish a
permanent GVN presence, but rather to assist the progress of a military
operation by clearing hamlets in the operation area and by providing
evidence of GVN concern for the people even though®adequate security
is not available for the introduction of revolutionary development
teams.

b. The operation of the team is similar to the conduct of
the Hamlet Festival, except that a formal festival layout is not used.
The Go Team consists of: '

(1) Police or RF/PF units who conduct the search and
elicit intelligence.

(2) A specially trained Vietnamese team which operates
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with the US unit and assists in conducting night ambushes and patrols.

(3) Hoi Chanh, if available, who operates in the same
manner as in the Hamlet Festival.

- (4) PSYWAR/CA personnel who also operate in the same
manner as in the Har.let Festival.

(5) The intelligence team which gathers and confirms
information and attempts to recruit informants and agents for future use.

(6) Medical personnel who attend to the simple medical
needs of the people and thus provide a very tangible example of GVN
interest.

c. Upon completion of the search and the Go Team's function,
the entire operation moves on. The Go Team operation usually can be
accomplished in a single day. It is most important in the Go Team
operation that the pezople fully understand that the GVN presence is
only temporary so that they do not needlessly expose themselves to
the threat of later VC reprisal.

62. COUNTY FAIR.

The County Fair is much like the Hamlet Festival but is on a
lesser scale. It falls half-way between Hamlet Festival and the Go
Team. US units provide the tactical cordon within which GVN teams .
similar in composition and mission to the Go Teams, carry out their
operation. The County Fair may be used in clearing operations in
areas in which the GVN does not intend immediately to maintain its
presecce permanently, but desires to prepare the population for later
assim?lation. No attempts are made to obtain a commitment té GVN by
the population at the time of the County Fair.

63. COMBINED ACTION PROGRAM.

a. The Combined Action Program, bringing together US Marines
in TIT MAF and Vietnamese Popular Forces into wholly integrated units
of platoon size, was initiated in August 1965. From a modest beginning
of one Combined Action Platoon at Phu Bai in August 1965, the program
had grown by May 1967, to 75 platoons. The program has exhibited
strength and promise from the start. Villages with a Combined Action
Platoon have moved rapidly toward a condition of peace and stability.
A clear evidence of a Combined Action Platoon's  effectiveness is the
fact that the VC have never been able to re-establish control over a
village protected by a Combined Action Platoon. I~ order to provide
for effective operations and the orderly expansion of the Combined
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Action Program and to ensure its integration into the Revolutionary
Development Campaign Plan, items of joint policy have been agreed to
between the I ARVN Corps and III MAF. These policy items are directive
in nature and are distributed in a Vietnamese translation of this
instruction to the military units of I ARVN Corps.

b. The basic Combined Action unit is the Combined Action
Platoon (CAP) composed of one PF platoon equipped according to the
TOE with a combat strength of 35 PF soldiers, and a Marine rifle
squad of 14 Marines plus one Navy corpsman. The PF platoon retains
its basic organization, while the Marines become advisors to the entire
platoon, with the Marine squad leader serving as the advisor to the
Vietnamese platoon leader. The individual Marines are integrated into
the PF squads. Within the CAP, command relationships are on a coor-
dination and cooperation basis between the PF platoon leader and the
Marine squad leader. The Marine squad leader does not command the PF
element of the CAP, nor does the PF platoon leader command the Marine
squad.

¢. The Missions/Tasks of the CAP are to:

(1) Destroy the VC infrastructure within the village or
hamlet area of responsibility.

(2) Provide public security and help maintain law and
order.

(3) Protect the friendly political/social infrastructure.

(4) Protect bases and communication lines within the
village and hamlets in which they are located by conducting day and
night patrols and ambushes in their assigned areas.

(5) Contribute to combined operations with RF and other
PF, ARVN or FWMAF in their area of activity.

(6) Participate in civic action and conduct propaganda
against the VC.

(7) Participate and assist in RD activities to the maximum
extent possible with the accomplishment of the foregoing missions/tasks.

d. The subsector commander (district Chief) exercises control
over the CAP through the Combined Action Team (CAT) located at subsector
headquarters. The Combined Action Team is composed of a VN section of
1 or 2 officers and the necessary enlisted per-onnel and one or more



Combined Action Company Headquarters of 1 Marine officer and 5 en-
listed USMC; plus liaison personnel from FWMAF units as required, such
as artillery liaison and fire support coordination personnel. The CAT
is designed to evolve inte a complete operations center for the sub-
sector commander to direct and coordinate the security efforts of CAPs,
PF platoons, and RD cadre groups in the district with ARVN, FWMAF units,
and RD campaign activities, The actions of the CAl include all matters
necessary to accomplish the missions set forth in subparagraph c above.
-

e. The activation of a CAP or the relocation of the Marine
element of a CAP mutually determined by CG, I Corps and CG, III MAF is
based upon recommendations made by subsector commanders forwarded
through ARVN or III MAF Combined Action Program channels. In general,
CAP locations are selected to contribute directly to the accomplish-
ment of the RD Campaign Plan, to provide defense of the LOCs, and to
solve particular security problems unique to a given district such as
those caused by the influx of refugees.

f. The training objective of the CAP is to enhance combat
effectiveness of the PF platoon as soon as feasible in order to relocate
the USMC squad in another hamlet/village area. Subsector commanders,
insofar as practicable, attempt to keep the PF platoons in the same
hamlet for a sufficient period of time to accomplish this training
objective. All members of PF platoons assigned for duty in a CAP have
completed basic military training. Additional on-the-job training is
conducted by the Marine squad leader, operating in coordination with
the PF platoon leader. Additional training guidance is provided from.
time to time to the elements of the CAP through the I Corps and III MAF
Combined Action Program channels, Marine/Navy personnel assigned to
the Combined Action Program as replacements or to form new CAPs attend
the Combined Action School in DaNang or Phu Bai prior to such assignment,

g. The Combined Action Program is still in the development
stage, but is is anticipated that shortly, certain platoons will have
progressed to the point at which the Marine squad can be withdrawn and
moved to a new area. It is estimated that the Marine squad will spend
from six to twelve months with each PF platoon. Results of the pro-
gram to date are the quantum jump in efficiency of the reinforced
platoons and the consequent proportional increase in the degree of
security that they are able to provide.
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J1

J2

J31

J32

J3a3

J34

coc :

coc (Job)

J4

J5

J6

MACCORDS

MACDC

MACSA

MACT

MACOI

MACSOG

FWMAO

FWMAO (AFV)
FWMAO (ROK-V)
FWMAO (NZV-Force)
FWMAO (MAGROC-V)
FWMAO (RMTAGOV)
FWMAO (PHILCAG)

" Combined Studies
‘ACTIV

0SD /ARPA

Mil History

AFTU

NRDU

USAHAC

Cdr, 7th AF

MATTLO

ce, MAF

CG; USARV (175 each to

I FFORCEV and II FFORCEV)
Each Chief, "AF Adv Gp;
Chief, US Naval Adv Gp;
Railway Security Adv Det
Each SA, I, II, III & IV
Corps (3 to each Sr Adv
down to and including Bn
and subsector level)
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Each SA, CMD, Abn Div,
RF/PF, Marine Adv Gp (3 to
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including Bn and subsector
level)

Each SA I, 1I, III, IV & V ALC
COMNAVFORV

CO, Sth SFG (Abn)

JGs, J3 _

JGS, Central Training Agency
Chairman, JCS

csa

-CSAF

CNO
CMC

ACSI

DCSOPS

SACSA

ACTIV Ln Off, ACSFOR
CINCPAC

CINCPACAF

CINCAL

CINCLANT

USCINCEUR

CINCSTRIKE

USCINCSO

CINCLANTFLT
CINCUSAREUR
CINCUSARPAC

HQ USAFSTRIKE .

HQ USARSTRIKE

US Army Forces Southern Command
CG, USARAL

CG; 1lst US Army

CG, 3rd US ‘Army

CG, 4th US Army -
CG, 5th US Army

CG, 6th US Army

CG, 7th US Army

CG, 8th US Army

CG, XVIII Abn Corps
CG, III Corps

CG, 82d Abn Div

.CG, lst Armd Div

CG, 2d Armd Div
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CG, 5th Mech Div
CG, USACDC

CG, USACDEC

CO, USACDCIA

- COMPHIBPAC

COMPHIBTRAPAC
COMPHIBTRALANT
COMUSMACTHAI
COMUSJAPAN
CHMAAGCHINA
CHMAAGJAPAN
CHPROVMAAGKOREA
CHMILTAGINDONESIA
CHMEDTBURMA

Chief, ARPA RDFU (THAI)
Chief, JUSMAG, PHIL
JFK Center SW
Defense Document Center
CO, Seal Tm 1

CO, Seal Tm 2
COMRIVFLOT ONE
COMCOSRON ONE
COMRIVRON FIVE
COMDT, NWC

COMDT, AFSC

COMDT, ICAF

COMDT, USAWC

COMDT, Air War College

President, Naval War College

COMDT, USAINTS
COMDT, USAARMS
COMDT, USAIS
COMDT, USAAVNS
COMDT, ‘
COMDT, PMG Sch
COMDT, USA Trans Sch
COMDT, USA Sig Sch
COMDT, USMC Sch .
COMDT, USN Amph Sch’

. COMDT, USA CA Sch

COMDT, USAPHS
COMDT, USAQMS
COMPT, USASWS
COMDT, USAAD Sch
COMDT, USAAMS

USA Jungle Warfare Sch
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USAOC&S

USAES

USACGSC

USARPAC Intell Sch
USNA

USNPGS
USMA

USAFA

USA Sch of Americas
CO, NAVPHILBSCOL CORO

MAX

Dir, US Air Univ Library
Dir, Special Air Warfare Sch
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DEP/RTMENT OF THE ARMY

HEADQUAR ~RS. UNITED STATES ARMY VIETNAM
‘O SAN FRANCISCO 96375

17 April 1969

LMW ADUN Fun heCt -

SUBJECT: Frelimir.ry lnquiry Concerning Alieged Massacre of All Vietnamese
hesider ‘v of My Lal (BS 728795) by US.Soldiers.

l. OUn 12 Apr /.y, a backchannel message was received {rom DA indicating
that an ex-me . cer-of HHC, lith light Inf bde, Americal bivision, allegzed
Vietnamese r: .idents of Pinkvilie (ueferred to by US Soidiers as Pinkville
and identifi ‘1 as ify Lai) were ruthlessiy slaughtered by members of Co C,
1/5 inf in ..riy March 1968 at approximate coordinates of ES 728795. GbN
Wheeler is /in possession of a xerox copy of letter fram the complainant,
and other .:piles arc¢ drifting around the Congress. UJA requests informauion
concernin, validity of the allegations, and requests views of LTG Mildren
and MG Juv ¢s on what action should be taken (EXHIBIT A).

2. (n '+ Apr 69 the USALV CofS directed a preliminary inquiry be made to
determi:.. if there is substance to the aliegations (=XHILIT B). .

3. i3 and 14 April 1969 at Chu iai, kVN, Colonel H. K. Whitaker con=-
ducte. a preliminary ;nqpiry. Upon arrival at Americal bivision Headquarters,
the .¢I5, Lolonel J. w. Donaldson ana the CG, MG (. M. fettys were briefed.
Colonel wnitaker oriefed Colonel Donaldson before departure.

4. HG Gettys has been (G, Americal Div, since June 68 and stated the al-
lsged incident had never been brought to his astention. Golonel Donaldson
commanded .the ilth Light Inf Bde from Uct 68 until recently and had no in-
formation regarding the allegations. Both stated they knew of no investi-
gations ever having been conducted concerning the alleged incident.

5. a. lask Force Barker was a task organization composed of the following
elements of the 1llth uLB.

Lo 4, 3/L Inf
Co B, 4/3 Inf
o L, 1/20 Inf

b. Above units were reinforced-by Artiliery, Army Aviation and

EXHIBIT M-98
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Shodub It Preliminary inguiry vonceruing hiiegec Massacre ol all Jieunamese
nesiuents of Jy sal (Bo 748795, oy US Soldiers

surveiilance forces. The uperation irder cuiulining the organization and
a1ssion of tre I¥ is attached (rxdIbii C).

c. It was determined that reference to (o ¢, L/5th inf in the UA Fessage
is erroneous and should read "Co C, 1/<0th Inf." VWith the exception of
<LT faliy, the parLLCLpdnts/WLtnes~es listed in the Ua Message were members
of Co ¢, 1/Zu .ni st the time of alleged incident.
6. a. An examination of the Daily Journais, G3 uperation, Americal Jivision,
revealed a significant miiitary action conducted bty TF barxer occurrea in
the My iai (Pinkville) area on lo Mar 68 (LAHLIBIT u). It is assumeda this
is the action to which the complainant refers.

b. . lhere was a previous military actiorn conductea Ly 1F arker in the
My Lai area (BS 728795). However a review of the Combat after Action report
revealed.ihat o C, 1/20 inf was not committed to this action (LXHiBIT E).

c. A review of the Combat After Action heport regardin; the lo Mar 68
military action reveaied that an estimated enemy wocal Force Ln was in the
-vicinity of the My wai (BS 728795) arca. The area wus notec as a Vi strong-
hold, saturated with V. and VU sympathizers ana heavily mined and booby
trappea. 4 combat assault was initiatea by TF Barker at U730H, 16 Mar 68,
to locate and destroy the enemy forces and fortifications. By 1G3UH, 16 iar
68, the surviving enemy elements had broken contact by irfiltrating with
01v1llans leaving the area, or by going into the extensive tui:e. systems.
tnemy losses auring this action were heavy, with 1«8 KiA and 1li VuS ClA,

The civilian population supporting the V. in the area numbered approximately
200, This created a problem in population control ana medicai care of thase
civilians caught in fires of opposing forces. However, the lufantry units
on the grouna and helicopters were abie to assist the civiilans leaving the
area and in caring for and/or evacuating the wounded (LAHLBLT ¥).

d. The map ‘and overlay showlng the 01Spos;t;on of Pnemy anu friendly
forces is at «XdibIT G,

e, The Combat After Action lteport mentioned in ¢ above, adeyuately
described the concept, execution, and results of the military action (2AH1bLT
F). In addition, the Americal Division news release of the military action
gives an account of the events (&XHIBLT H). This release was dispatched to
the USanV-I0, and referred to the Saigon Uffice for clearan:e and possitle
release Lo the Press. It could not be determined wnether tue Press used the
information.

7. An esasination of reéords at the Americal bLiv AG Jffice revealed that
all participants/witnesses listed in the DA Message are in CuklS. ilames to
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SipdiLo i rresaminary uryuiry conceining slieged YMass
wsidenis oi ¥4y Lal (Lu ‘12879, by US Lcldie

Pm

Cre Of Ausld vi€liw €

Lr.eowte Loodr Jast khown oUWUS assignment were obtoined (woolpidl ir.
Raliy <.l rot be tacvnlified, however, a <LT “homas . hi;Linbham j-ar=
ticipales . tik operation and wao a 1 iaboon leauer in wo by &/3 ini'. in
dnvestigatl. witicer coudua not iaentify any personnei currently assicgnec
L0 the anericai Uivision Headguarters who wouid Lave beern participants i:.
the I siceer Gqepation. dowever, ii was determined tnat, bthe followirn;:
personnes Ly virtue of their auty assijusents whiie in aviv sroulu ..ave

krowleare of the operation. .

4. .U . J. reers, wvaculun, Wash, D. ¢. LIU beers wdas pn Coruarder
Cof L,20th Inf from L Jul 06 to 5 Jul 08, ' '

b, Major J. it. Bell, Hw, <9th int pde, APU SF  Y06557. LAJ ell =
AU of L/Z0th inf during the period of the alileged incivent.

X
.

c. Major P. L. Lllfford, He, UssaPAC, Gl, APU CF 96558. Med . lTora
was AU, l/)bth from 4 Apr - 15 Sep 68. ' '
8. LTU Adbert u. nusseil, UO4L277, americzl Division iiaison Uffice .o
He, 111 MaF, stated that he assumed command of the /3 int and T . sker

19 Jun 68 as a result of LI Barker being killea. e siated tl; wnen
he assumed command he heard rumors that stateside newspapers carr’/ 4 siories
of the TF uirker operation of 16 imar G& whichn resuleed in an 1nVe,ui¢aL10n
with everyone being exonorated. iwwever, ne has no first hana h.. wiedge of
this being factual. A check within USAnV lieadyuarters ang amer ¢ il Division
faileu to verify this. -

9. a. Altrzough the Di Message indicates there is the pescil. /.ty that the
alieged incicdent may have bLeen the subject of a previoas iive, :zation, the
investigating Wficer could not subsiantiate that any type ¢ .. investi-
gation hzt neen conducted. The Americai uivision CG, Cof., G-L, AG, IO,
iG, ti=z, '~3, G=5, 3JA, anu Historian had no knowledge of i.:. alleged in-
cigents ever being investipgated, aind a review of their fi.«+ failea to re-~
veal any investigalion was ever reyuested or accompiished.

b. 4 review of ali files of the i, WailV Headquarti -  was accoiplished
with negative resuits. in addition, a check of files by :ne UokhV ACofSs GZ,
ACofS (-3, huofb uy, hG, lb, PM and SJA was accomplished .ith negative re-
sults., ‘

c. An infonnal check by the Chief of lnvestigatic: .ivision, MALV=iG
ailso met with negative resuits, .

10. The entire Bantangan Pennisula of hVN wnich inc:i.es the My Lai area
nas 8 nistory. of being a VC strongho.d.. A joint bu/ -1 4N operavion
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AVdlG .
cUndoud:  Prediminary inquiry voncerning hllegea sassacre of All vieinamese
aesidents of My wal (BO 728795, by UL loldiers '

(polamariner; wssell eacn) commenced in Jan 69 with the purpose of clear-
ing the area oI VU ana to pacify the pennisula. Tnis operation continues

‘anu at present tne AV forces are operating in the iy ial area with the -

nission of jacifying the area.

11. an examination of all available accuments concerning the aileged inci-
dent revea.: that the complainant has grossly exaggerated tlie military action
in yuestion. Mo evidence could be uncovered which would subtstantiate the
aliegations, Participants/witiesses listed in the DA #sg were not availatle
for intecrrogation. In view of this it is recommended that USanV recommend
(IiG, Uk, arrange to interview pertinent witnesses/participants to determine
if the aileyations have substance.

st Lo

LISE o TABS HUNARD K. WhiTikne
A - UA Msg aDCS977 Colonel, IG

-B = uircctive

‘L = Opn urder

D - Journaal

~Lo = Jbt sction nept 23 Feb 68
—F = Cbt "Action .ept lo Mar 68

G - Map w/overlay
H - News heiease
1l = Aadress of witnesses
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DEPARTMENT O! I!! l*

HEADQUARTERS AMERICAL DIVISION
APO SAN FRANCISCO 96374

25 May 1969

Report of Investigaticn

Cormanding Genersl

United States m’ Vietrnam
ATTN: AVHIG = COl Whittaker
APO 96375

1. Reference, your qucial ix_xquiry, 13-14 April 1969,

2. A copy of the attached report of investigation was discovered this
date and is forwarded to you for your infomtion and such action as you
deem appropriate,

1 Incl /(é HGIARD

as ree, IG
Im;pector General

I8 ,‘_54 ,A?

IAE ZC Qe

REGRADED UNCLASSIFIED WHEN SEPARATED
FROM CLASSIFIED INGCLOSURE. A JLM 4 9‘

i

_,,_,,,,,.:

A EXHIBIT M-99
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SMICT: Repows of Investigstica

Cramanéiing General

United States Limy, Vietamm
ATTN: AVHIG « Cel Whittaker
AP0 96375

muumummmu—-uu-‘m-n
dom apprepriate.
ELI P, BOJARD JR.
:'M Irc, I8
Inspester Qeneral
REGRADED UNCIASSIFIRD WHEN SEPARATED
FROM CLASSIFIED INCLOSURE.
/‘m s Ly S ey S P,
x,‘b"‘c v <7 . s 7
W(x (/f/ ‘)jf\;d-— //.,/-‘é-
" S S here -2 e .
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Sy
PRECEDENCE: OPERATIONAL IMMEDIATE
DTG: 230215Z MAY 69
FRO“: .COL DONALDSON, C/S AMERICAL DIVISION
TO: COL HENDERSON, USARHAW
ZEM

UNCLAS E F T O ACD u6l
1. A THOROUGH SEARCH OF DIVISION HEADQUARTERS FILES AND 11TH INFANTRY

.BRIGADE FILES HAS FAILED TO PRODUCE THE INFORMAL INVESTIGATION YOU
REQUESTED.

2. WITH REFERENCE TO THE VIETNAMESE DECORATIONS THAT WERE PRESENTED TO
YOU BY PRESIDENT THIEU, THE NECESSARY PAPERWORK WAS MAILED TO USARPAC BY

USARV. ON 15 MAY.
3. SORRY I COULD NOT HELP YOU MORE ON THE FIRST SUBJECT. BEST REGARDS.

5 Feb 1970

I certify that the above messagé is quoted in its entirety.

CALVIN C. Q
Colonel, MI
Commanding, USASSG

- EXHIBIT M-l0l
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_ DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY
HE-'«DQUARTERS LMFRICLL DIVISION
4PO San Francisco 96374

.L ORDERS 9 April 1968
R 1841 . |

A OF THE PURPLE T
THIRD OiK LEAF CLUSTER
1. TC 320. The following 4LWARD is\ announced,

ERSON, ORAN K. 084369 (SSAN 307-14-6649), COLONEL, INFANTRY, United

les Army, Headquarters and Headquarters Company, 11th Infantry Brigade

96217

wrded: Purple Heart (3d Oak lLeaf Cluster)

ite action: 21 March 1968

iter: Republic of Vietnam .
ason: For wounds received in connection va.th military operations
agafiast a hestile force. ‘

rhority: By direction of the Pres;dent 'o:naer the. pmv:Lsions of Execu~

: tive Order 1!016 25 Aprdl 1962,

zoa THE COMMAMDER:
'NBL§ A, FARSON, JR,

~ Colonel, GS
 Chief of Staff

10D, WL, 11bh Tnf Bda"
¥ +60, 115h Inf Bdé: ATTN: -
1 ARIRICAL DIVIAION .

f C'Gs, IEA‘RI LTTN: Aﬁ lanrds
nfsumnmu- e
m Db ATINs AGPF—F :
(far ao.tﬁ.oial perspnnel f:le)

363 EXHIBIT M-102



DEP..RTMENT OF THE «RMY
HEADCU ARTERS +J4:5tIC..L DIVISION
PO San Francisco 96374
_ - wgb
EPECIAL ORDERS 14, February 1968
UMBEL L5 EXTRsCT

39, TC 253. Fol DY »SG/REL announced.

BnRKER, FRiNK Ao JR. 0989282 (SS.N 040-20-3485) LIC INF 51542 HHC 11th LIB
Dy asg: CO, Task Force Barker (1542)
Dy rel fr: S-3 (2162)
Eff date: 22 Jan 68

CALHOUN, CH.RLES €. 085405 (SSuN 24,8-,6=0319) Mad INF 71543 HHC 11th LIB
Dy asg: X0/S-3, Task Force Barker (1542/2162)
Dy rel fr: S-1 (2260)
Eff date: 22 Jan 68

sNDERSON, WILL1S B. 0999030 (8SuN 337=14=4103) Mad ~RTY 1983 HHC 123d Avn Bn
Dy asg: Avn Safety Off (7423)
Dy rel fr: Na
Eff date: 27 Dec 67

FOR THE COMMANDER$

OFFICIaiL: NEIS A. PiRSON, JR
‘ Colonel, GS

Chief of Staff

2LT, &GC
asst AG

DISTRIBUTION ¢
15=5 ea indiv conc
L 5=t VDF =::Gia
9=/\VDF=:.GPRO
9~ VDF=FC
5=HHC 11th LIB sPO 96217
5.HHC 123d ivn Bn americal Div APO 96374
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[Exhibit M-104|is published in Volume III
Book 3, Reports. |Exhibit M-105|and
are published in Volume III, Book 2,
Directives.

EXHIBIT M-104

EXHIBIT M-105

EXHIBIT M-106
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http://www.loc.gov/rr/frd/Military_Law/pdf/RDAR-Vol-IIIBook3.pdf#page=258
http://www.loc.gov/rr/frd/Military_Law/pdf/RDAR-Vol-IIIBook3.pdf#page=258
http://www.loc.gov/rr/frd/Military_Law/pdf/RDAR-Vol-IIIBook2.pdf#page=89
http://www.loc.gov/rr/frd/Military_Law/pdf/RDAR-Vol-IIIBook2.pdf#page=166
http://www.loc.gov/rr/frd/Military_Law/pdf/RDAR-Vol-IIIBook2.pdf#page=166
http://www.loc.gov/rr/frd/Military_Law/pdf/RDAR-Vol-IIIBook2.pdf#page=89
http://www.loc.gov/rr/frd/Military_Law/pdf/RDAR-Vol-IIIBook2.pdf#page=166

- DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY
HEADQUARTERS 11TH INFANTRY BRIGADE
APO-San Francisco 96217

UNIT ORDERS 15 March 1968
NUMEER, 19

1« TC 355, The undersigned assumes ccmmand,

Organization/Unit: 11th Infantry Brigade
Amerdical Division
APO 3an Francisco 96217

Authorigation: Para 1Zb AR 600=20

Mo F Fldisane

(RAN K. HENDERSON
Colonel, Infantry
Camnanding

DISTRIBUTION
A plum
5 - CG, Americal, ATTN: AVDF-AGA
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|[Exhibit M-108 is published in Volume III,

Book 3,

Reports.
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http://www.loc.gov/rr/frd/Military_Law/pdf/RDAR-Vol-IIIBook3.pdf#page=374
http://www.loc.gov/rr/frd/Military_Law/pdf/RDAR-Vol-IIIBook3.pdf#page=374

DEPARTHENT OF THE ARMY
Headquarters, 1i1th Infantry Erirfacds, Americal Livision
AFO San Francisco 96217

XIPE ‘ 6 Aprid 19¢8
SUBJECTs FPFC Herbert L. Carter

cm General
Americal iivision
ATMNs AVIF=-AGPA

APO 96374

1. Reference is mads to telecon between ¥r. Buxton, your offics, and
Kajor Laknis pertaining to alleged tai.lnn to report casualty of subject
¥ en 16 Karch 1568,

2. A thorough investigation was meds by the undersizned to cetermine
the reascn for alleced failure to report subject casualty. 4ll records
this headquarters indicate that casualty was telephonically reported
to Casualty Branch, AG on 16 darch 1568 and USARV Forms 130R forwarded

as pormal.

3. The reason why your headquarters is not in receipt of same cannot
be detemmined. liowaver, it is stil]l the responsibility of this heade
Quarters to insare that all casualties are promptly and accuratsly
geported. 7o preclude future incidents of this naturs, zore stringent
ehecks and closer supervision of casnalty reperting procedures have
since been initisted.

FOR THE CCHMMANTERs

WILLIAM R, [AKNIS
¥ajor, Infantry
Adjutant
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U.S. ARMY CASUALTY REPORT FORMAT
© © TO"BE SUBKITTED on.all-casualties. USED ONLY to insure.subaission
of complete informatdon -telfpirenically or electrically in standard eequenca
for hostJ.le casualties s scnously 111, missing and death reports

Report submitted bymm ll STORMS 1LT Co © 1/20 16 1” Mar 68
’ ' (N.gme, Grade, Unit, Date- a.nd ﬁm- S

TYPE OF REPORT: FREAR—- TR S St shtong
——W pheige -

A.-CARTER HEREERY L. e e e O S

(Last  Name, first Name, ML) _ _ fimre o mmer £ m e et e e -

a._ usénssm ) _.
" (Service Mumber: - . . T -

c. PG ) X, SR -

(Rank & Pay Grade) (Branch - Cfficers amﬂ
(Indicate by using the letter "P" u' 1zrdiddua.l is -.-“mazm
"m SR

.-posthumously). - See AR 600-20_) S e .

16 m lﬁl‘ 68 . v .
. _(Date.and Hour of Incidemt) .. _ _ ... _ . .. .. ° _ws)

GSW (L) food

E. “(.1) a.
' ~(Diagnosis) - o o
- 2nd Surg Hosp Chu Lat m APO 96%

,b. 'm--. e e e e e e 2) A

(ngnosiE) (Where hospitalized or {treated to

- - : imnlnde AFO address). :

3) ---c1;.¢ﬁi,,-sgancés,~ ¥hile member of combat mission being eonduoted in su.cuw
(Geographical Location or Grid towr-dinates & Proof) -

tgaooormmismm. Mﬂmmmmmuhulmrm.«

"
., ' NEG Co C 1st Bn 20th Inf 11th LIB Ameal Div AFO SF 96217
Race) -. (Organization and Address) o
Y.o - T R : ' -
(Next of Kin - Name; Relationship, Address and Date of DAFerm 4l) :

(Nexb.of.Kin_tO'be notified: - . - YES B _
R S IR S A Rt A Sl

[P .
e e

s e —a = ¢ S S . B AR v S——EE_ . <€ g i el g g
T cany

SARV Form 130-R (R vised 3 Aug 66) o :

< .
Ik BAE N TR TIPS I ) it

—— Ry e — P e e

P

7 . .
e me e L e ——
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X

(Base Pay) ' (Additional Fay Coces) —(BFED)
J. "
(Cause of death - Fostile or Non-Hostile - if previously reported
~ as missing, the estimated time of death) ;|
K.
(Stitus of remains - Indicate location of remains if recovered)
1. :
(Date tour commenced in the Republic of Vietnam)
v o : ' . AR
(Decorations awarded or pending)
(iine of Duty Status - Applicable only to non-hostile reports)
0. - .. . .
(R&'gion - If deceased, indicate whether ministration was
recelved prior death: YES NG UNKNOWN) .
P. L
(SGLY, . (Date DA Form 3054 mailed to DA
- : Cas Br in cases of death feports)
Q.
(Date o!3irth)
R i
(If FUNCH -eport enter statement that allofments will not be
- discontimed), . ‘ .
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1 January 1970

MEIMORANDUM FOR RECORD

SUBJECT: Low Level Reconnaissance to Identify Sites Previously
Indicated by Chief Warrant Officer Thompson

1., On 31 December 1969 arrangements were made with the Americal
Division for the low level reconnaissance as indicated by the title
above, The flight was conducted starting from Chu Lai at 0800,

1 January 1970, It consisted of one LOH piloted by Captain Gary E,.
Hickman, D Company, lst Squadron, lst Cavalry, Americal Division,
with Chief Warrant Officer Hugh C. Thompson flying in the copilot
seat to direct Captain Hickman and with Lieutenant General Peers
accompanying as an observer. A second LOH with guns provided close=-
in security; two Huey Cobra gunships flew close in escort; and one
Huey command and control aircraft commanded by Major General Lloyd
B. Ramsey, Commanding General of the Americal Division, was over the
area and directed the operation., Mr, MacCrate flew with General
Ramsey in the command and control aircraft, The low level reconnais-
sance was conducted at altitudes of 30-100 feet and on occasion as
low as five to ten feet. All sites were located on an aerial photo
and subsequently replotted and identified on the attached aerial
photo certified by CWO Thompson.

2. The first objective was the area of the bodies on highway 521
indicated by numbers 8 and 9 and of the general areas where smoke
grenades had been dropped to indicate wounded civilians as shown by
the x's, The next point of reference was item number 1 where CWO
Thompson observed a captain shoot a woman on the ground, CWO
Thompson was positive of this location and indicated that the spot on
the map would be within five to eight feet of the exact location,

The flight then proceeded to attempt to locate the ditch, After
considerable low level reconnaissance and hovering, CWO Thompson
indicated with almost absolute assurance that the ditch was located as
shown by number 2. He further located the spot where he had landed his
H23 helicopter and talked to a colored sergeant who had walked over to
the aircraft from approximately 30 meters to the east as shown by
number 4., CWO Thompson also indicated that when he 1ifted off the
sergeant proceeded southwest where he last observed him pointing his
M-16 in the direction of the ditch, The final area reconnoitered

was the bunker/hootch area in which several women and children had
been observed running and the area in which he had the encounter with
an American lieutenant. These are indicated by the numbers 5 and 6.
Number 7 indicates where Millians landed his gun ship on two occasions
to 1ift out the women and children and fly them to an area on highway
521 southwest of My Lai (4).

(o8
S
o
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1 January 1970
SUBJECT: Low Level Reconnaissance to Ident{fy Sites Previnusiy
Indicated by Chief Warranc ¢f{icer Thomnson

4, Subsequent to the Initial flight, another flight was made to re-check
the previcus positions. These were again verified, In addition 000
Thompson pointed out an area in the southeast porticen of Mv lLal (.
Hamlet where he observed a group of hodies lying in a ¢ourtvard in

the vicinity of a large home, He also pointed out the area in which he
observed a VC running toward a hedgerow and took him under five, 1his

is indicated by number 10 on the annotacted aerial photo,

5. Following this, a high level flight was made of Hill 85 to identify
the area where CWO Thompson had sighted the 40 rounds of 60 mm mortar
which were subsequently destroved by the ground platoon of tha Aerao
Scout Company. After this, a high level flight was made of the area of
My Khe 3, 1, and 2, and Co Lal 1, 2, and 3, generally the operation
areas of Company C, lst of the 20th, and R® Company, 4th of the 3d,

on 17 March 1968,

6. The planning and arrangements made by the Americal Division were out-
standing iIn every respect. The Division and all personnel concerned are

to be highly complimented,
e
A I At

1 Incl W. R. PEERS

as Lieutenant General, USA
2

D

(S0h
-



8 Jan 70

ADDENDUM TO: Low Level Reconnaissance to Identify Sites
Previously Indicated by Chief Warrant Officer

Thompson

Subsequent to the aerial reconnaissance on 1 January 1970 and
the ground reconnaissance made by LTG Peers, Mr. MacCrate, and
Mr. Walsh on the morning of 3 January 1970, CWO Thompson was
requested to make a re-check on the location of the ditch. As
a result of his reconnaissance on 4 January 1970, CWO Thompson
has adjusted the location of the ditch on the photograph and
has marked this as point 2 - Ditch Location Adjusted.

o

W. R. PEERS
Lieutenant General, USA
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Inclosure to Low Level Reconnaissance to Identify Sites

Previously Indicated by Chief Warrant Officer Thompson:

INDEX
Site Number Identification
1 Saw Capt with woman
2 and 2a Ditch with bodies
3 Set down
b First saw colored NCO. Talked to him
at 3. NCO then went to ditch at 2.
5 i Bunker and hootches with women and
children.
6 Meeting and discussion with LT.
' 7 Spot where gunship sat down.
8 Sighted dead woman - Exhibit P-32.
9 Bodies on Road 5 to 10.
10 VC ran into hedgerow.
11 Wounded marked by smoke.
12 gogieg in courtyard of large house -
o 5.
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