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ZIRST DAY

Proceedings of a Court of Inquiry convened at Chiesgo, Ill. by
virtue of the following Specisl orders:

Headquarters of the Army
Adjutant Genersl's Office
washington, November 25, 1878,

Speeiel Opders )
No. 255 )

Extract

2+ By direction of the President, and on the application of
hjorlhmui A« Remo, 7th Cavelry, s Court of Inquiry is hereby
appointed to assenbls at Chiesgo, Iliinois, on Monday the 13th day
of Jamuary, 1879, or as soon thereafter as practiceble for the
urpose of inguiFing into Major Reno's conduet at the battle of the
Little Big &n Piver on the 25%h and 26th doys of June, 1876.

The Court will report the fuots and its opinion as to

whether from all the eircunstances in the case, any further pro-

ceedings are necessary.
Detail for the Cours.

Colonel John H. King, 9th Infentry

Colonal Fesley Merrits, 5th Cevelry

Lisutensnt=-Colonel ¥. B, Royall, 3d Cavalry.
let Lieutensnt Jesse M. Lee, Adjutmmt = Oth Infentry, is appointed
Recorder of the Court.

* . i

By Cammand of Uenernl Sherman.

E. Ds Tosnsend
Adjutont Generals
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Chiecago, Illinois,
Monday, Jemuary 13, 1879,
11, o'clock A, M.
The Court met pursuent to the foregoing order:
' Present:
Colonsl John H. King, 9th Infemtry.
Colonsl %ealey Herritt, 5th Cavalsy,
Lisut~Colonel ¥, B. Royall, 34 Cavalry.
Recorder:
1st Lieut. Jesse M. Lee, AdJt. 98h Infantry.

The Court then proceeded to the investigation of the matters submitted
to it in the foregoing order, and Major Reno being present =nd having heard
the order appointing the Court read, wse asted if he had any objection
to eny member numed in the order, to which he replied that he had not,

The msmbers of the Court were then saverally duly sworn by the Recorder
and the Recorder was duly sworn by the President of the Court ell of which
oathe were administered in the presence of lajor Heno.

The Hecorder then stated thet by suthority fram the Secretery of Var
he had employsd H. C. Hollister ss the stenographer of the Court, snd the
stanographer was then duly sworn to a faithful discharge of his duties.

The Recorder then said: I have mbpunuﬁ witnesses to the number of
ninetesn, end up to this moraing only two have arrived thet I am aware of,

I wrote to the ¥ar Lepartment for certsin data in this cese, end sz to whether
there were cny scousetions, imputetions or eharges sgninst Major Heno, and

in reply thereto I heve recsived certein papers by thir moraing's msil vhich

I have not had time to give e careful exanination., But there are several
questions to be decided by the Court, one of vhich is as % ths best mode of
procedure, and these mrtters migh: be taken up first. 1 bave an offieisl
copy of Major Reno's applicetion for s Court of Ingquiry snd alec & lotm
from the Adjutent Genmersl transmitting it to me, which ssems %o be the

basis of this inquiry, which I will read mow if the court desires it.
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Ma Jor Heno objeeted to the reading of any papsr at this time except
bhis epplicetion for a Court of Inquiry, because he had not been informed of
eny scousations aguinet him,

The Court then directed the Secorder to read Mejor Heno's eppliestion
for e Court of Inquiry a copy of which is Il‘orno atteched and marked "Exhibit
Nos 1. | | e

The Recorder then stated: There is e man by the name of ¥hittaker whom
I underatend has mede certain sccusstions spsinst Mejor Reno, smd his name will
perhaps be brought in in ecomnection with this csse, snd 1 desire to submit
the question to the Court now and let it locide whether My, Whittaker shall
be notified to be present, and invited to suggest the names of any witnesses
in this ease or to suggest any other evidence that will throw light on thto‘
inveetipntion.

Ma jor Reno then stated to the Court that by reason of delay in the
receipt of certsin pepers snd the arrival of & friend whom he desired to
introduece as his counsel, hoﬂ J;r-dr to proeaed with thie investigstion
to-day. And also stated that he {diaﬂd he wes entitled to the affirmative
in this proceecinge. |

The Hecorder said: I “ that question to be sutmitted and decided
nowe The affirmative of sny issue Must be first proven. The Court is ealled
to investigste the conduet of Mejop Heno, snd it is & well known prineiple
of law thet m man is presumed 4Bno6ent until he is proven guilty, end it is
not for Major Reno, ss I usderstand the las and $he precedents, to prove that
his conduet was good mtili-“'i*uy {s proven.

Mo jor Hemo replied: I dom*$ think there is any issue further tisn that
which T ratse yselfe | | .‘ |

The Court was then clesped ent closed, snd =fter mature doliberstion

yresent, end the decision of the Court




The Court decides thet it will sit with open doors, but further

decides that no record or notes of the proceedings shall be takem for publies-

tion. :

The Court decides that ir, Fhittaker shall be subpoensed to appear end
invited to suggest the names of witneeses in this cese.

The Court reserves until to-morrow its deeision on the guestion whether
Vs Jor Reno or the lscorder shell first call =nd examine witnesses.

Then, at 12 o'clock M., on the sppliceation of Major Reno, the Court
ad journed to meet et 11 o'clock A, M. to-morros, Jany. 14, 1879.

SEOOND DAY

Chicago, Illinois,
Tuesday Jamuery 14, 1879
11 o'clock 4. M.
The Court met pursusnt to adjournment,
Present ~
Col. Jno H, Kimg, 9%h Infentry.
Coles Wesley Merritt, 5th Cavalry.
Lisut-Col. ¥. B. Royall, 34 Cavalry.
Hecorder
1st Lisut., Jesse ), Lee, AdJt. 9th Infantry.
¥ajor Keno was aleo present,
The proceedinszs of the last session wore resd and approved.
Major Reno then asked permission to introduce Lymen D, Gilbert, Esge
as his counsel, which was granted, snd he appesred as counsel for kajor Hemos
The Hecorder then said: - In relation to the application of Major Hemo
for a Court of Inquiry, as I stated yesterday I had not time to give the
papers received a eareful ezsmination, ig & pert of his application he
encloses & latter and invites sttention to it. I submit thet that should be
read as part of the spplication, thus forming » basis for the ythﬂ to be
inquired into. '
Vol. 1, p.6. )



la jor Remo, by his counsel then sefd: ¥ith permission of the Court
it is necessery to make an objection. We understand this to be en inguiry
aceording to the order of the ¥ar Department. Whatever may have prompted the :
President, or those in authority to make the order, I reepsetfully submit,
is not before the Courte All that is before the Court is contained in the
instructions of the Ver Uepartment. If they hed desired that e jor Reno's
letter or the motives whieh induced him to write the letter should be laid
before the Court, I_mhit that mention would have been mede of it in the
Iordcr. I ask at this time, as vall as during the further progress of this
ftavuttgatmn. the indulgenees of the Court. I am umsccustomed to this
'pnottu. but leat night, with the scanty time at my disposel for considers-
éuon. I read & part of the proceedinge of the Court of Inguiry in the case
:of Gene Dyer, and I found there that in the order convening the Court there
' was referred to it for considerntion a report of & Commuittee of Congress,
} < 4 and the éourt had authority to consider that mettor only because reference
i ‘had bees made to it in the order under which they existed s# a Court. I
‘ , may be very much mistaken in the law, and speak now, =nd at sll times, subject
g4 to the decision of the Court. But the order under which you sit asks you to
" investigate, not into the motives which led Ma jor Reno to ask for a Court
of Inquiry, but to investigate his e.nduet at & certain bettls in tie Northe
weat, It comes before you without intimmtion or instruetion from the ¥ar
Department, snd I therefore make this point for the decision of the Cours,
that as long as that matter has not been mentioned in the order from the
%or Department, and has not been speeially referred to you for coneideration,
' 1t appesrs to be yur duty, if I may o say, with due deference, to investi=~
‘ gate his conduct, without inquiring into the motives of the ‘er Depertment or
} of e jor Reno, which led to the convening of the Courts I desire to spologize
| for my absence on yesterday and for smy delay 1t mey have ocessioned. I slso
desire to express the wish, which will abide w.tth us, that the Court will
’-opontc with us, to establish, in the moet exhaustive mamner, th truth in
!.' i .t..-“u matter. 1 protest agsinet tho lgﬂhg of the 1;ttcr of M¥r. Whitteker:
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it 15 not a part of the proccedings of the Court.
The iscorder replied: May it plesmse the VYourt, I am mot appesring
here {n the lirht of a prosecutor, and 1 do mot wish to teke up the time of
the Court in any elabornte discussion in regerd to this matter. The course
J seems %0 be to get at the whole truth of the mtter, ¥a jor Heno applies for
/ a court by written applicetion in which he rofers to this letter end sttaches
s copy of hie epplicetion snd mekes it a port thereof. This coyy comes

the %ar Ugpartmeni, the same suthority which convenes the Court, and

| submit this letter should be teken as the basie upon shich to start in this
tter.
The Court was then clescred and closed, and sfter msture deliberation

s re-opened, and the decision of the Court wes amnoumced by the Judge
ocate: thot the entire spplication of ¥ajor Remo for s Court of Inguiry,
ineluding any letters or pep-re shieh he included in his eppliesticn shall
read and received by the Court, as the basis on which to initiate the
inquiry, end the duly authen!icated copy sent fram the War Uspartment shall
be read. ¢

The entire application was them read to the court, and is appended horeto
marked “Exhibit No. 1l."

The Recorder stated that the next question for the considerstion of
the Court was vhether himself or Ha jor feno should firet cell and examine
witnesses. :

Ma Jor Aano ssked with what view is this letter reed? Loes it contain
the charges which Major Reno 1s called upon to answer. If that iz the view,

sibly we have mo objections to the Recorder proceedinge

The Recorder answered: The letter is read as the Court direeted, ns a

sie upon which the inquiry is to be imitiated.

Major Reno aeked: Ape the matters charged in the letter sudbject to

« lg it underatood that is vhat vwe are to masts.

ol. 1. ?Os.



The President snawered: Ve are not to be confined to that letter.

We expect to go over the whole ground,

¥a Jor Reno thea seid: Then, may it plesse the Court, we propose that

the Hecorder shall proceed in his om way to prove whs tever matters he

choosas to allege sgeinct Major Reno.

TR,

First Lieutenent “dward Maguire, Enginser Corps, being e¢s=lled ss a

witness by the llecorder, end being duly sworn to testify the truth, the whole

truth end nothing but the truth, testified as follows:

o
el

'3 Ae
i
3 . Ce

I

Ce

Qe

A

Qe

Qusstions by the Hacorder,
2tate your name, rank, official designation and where serving.

Edwerd Maguire, lst Lisut. of Engineers, Chief Engineer officer, Departe
ment of Dekote, serving at Ut, Feul, Mimn,

¥hat duty wore you on on the 25th and 26th deys of June, 187%6.

I sceampanied Gen. Terry ns Engineer Officer on his Utaff, from the mouth
of Tullocks Creek, XNontana, to within about eight miles of Gem. Custer's
battlefield on the Little Big Horn.

To whet commend was Gen. Terry moving - in what direetion?

Gen. Oibbon was in commend. The colums was =oving to form a junction
with Gene Custer.

Yere you on what was known ae Gen. Custer's battlefield or the battlefield
of the Little 5ig Horm.

I was.
When did you srrive there.

At about 10 o'elock om the morning of the 27th of June 1876, we am\‘ﬂ
st Gen. Feno's position on the hill,

ctate whether you, in your official espaeity se inginesr, ever made’an
exeminetion, memsurement, sketch or msp of what is known ss the battle
fisld of tha Little Big Horm,

1 hed sue: nmeasurements made by &  argeant who accompenied me,

¥hat do you nboe:_li:c that %o be (showing witness s map).

Thet 12 8 printed map, the orisinmal of vhich I sent to ¥eshington ettached
to my report to the Chief Ingineer. It wes published ss an appendix to
the Chief Engineer's Repvort for 1876. 2

Do you recognize this as the same thing (showing witness encther mayp).

Yoz @ir.
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The Hecorder them, without objection by ajor Remo, offered in evii emce
the printed copy of the mep identified by this witness, which is hereto
attached and marked "Exhibit No. 2."

G From the measurement or examination, or survey you mmde at thet time in
your officisl capacity, please state, after refreshing your memory from
this map, the topography sround that battlefield, ite location with
reforence to the Indien Village or where it sppeared t0 heve been: with
refersnce t0 the position of troops or the movement of troops on the
whole field, end in comnection with that ell the developeuonts which
came under your observation in relstion t0 that matter,

Ae The general features of the country ware, it being the velley of the
Little Big Horn River, like 211 the valleys in that part of the country.
There was & river bdottom proper, which is timbered ané is very narrow,
from 50 to 300 yards wide. Then comes the first bench, which is tree=-
less, an open grassy plain. Then be¢k of thet is & rise and 2ll prairie
beyond., ¥%hen we arrived at the Little Big Horn, to % jor Reno's position
on the hill I instructed the Lergeant who hed the odometer cert and the
instruments to peee off the whole of this bottom land down to the Indian
villags, teking compass bearings, so &s to make a plat, That wes done.
The position which Major fen: oeccupled vhen we srrived there was on the
bluff seross the river on the opposite =ide. They were, I should say,
froa 80 %0 90 feet high. ¥%hen I got up there the troops were mt in
position and of course I did not know what the srrangement wes. I wes
t0ld how they had been placed and I put it approximately on the map, Of
ecourse thie map, except with regard to the reletive position of points,
is & more sketeh: it is not like a survey mmde with & transit and chain.
The dotted lines on the mep are lines I put on to illuptrate the report
I wrote to the Chief of lngineers. They are what I supposed to be the
trail of the troors in marchings. The position of the skirmish line was
pointed out to me by some offic-r I don't remesber who, I was told
that wmas the place they were. That line is drewn seroere t0 indicate the
general direction of the line and is not intended to show that the whole
of the troopa ware stretched across the bdottom. Thet p»rt from the point
marked "B" the Odometer cert was run seross, It is a brokem country,
ravines and hillocks, covered with gravel and sand, snd very little grass.
Jome views were $sken with the prismatic compsss, and intsrsection lines
wore teken and the map filled in by eye om the field, The distance betmeen
the two points merked "Heno's command snd *E" where Gen. Custer's body.
wes found, is correct. The location of the revine and the gemeral
direction of the battlerield are correct. The position of the Indian
villsge or the arrangement of it I can't tell. ¥hen we arrived the
ground was stresn with saddles, camp kéttles end things the Indiens hed
left. I had the tespes put in to indiente a genernl idee of shere the
villace wae in relation to0 the rest of the topography.

Ge DPlease state the distance following the dotted line from Major Reno's
position on the hill to the point mmried "2,

As Tour end a half miles.
e Wnat does the point “B" on the map indicste,

Ae That is & ford, end it wes supposed Gen, Custer went there and of tempted
to cross, and that line is to indicate the treil >f the men snd horses.

Yol.1l, pel0s
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Ge Otate whether or not there was & trail indiesting thut it had bean tsken
by Gen. Custer.

As The ground wes 20 vell besten that ve could find no well defined trail.
The ground wes covered with tracks,

Ge Tere there mny evidences of fighting st or nesr the point "B", if so state
what evidences, and how near the first wase

Ae There were empty shells lying ell around, and the marks of ponies or
horses having been ridden all around. The whole field wae covered with
tracks. ZSvery nov snd them we would find an empty shell, and &s we ad-
vanced up further we found dead bodies in e eirele arocund the crest of a
1itile hill end quite = number of empty shelle. There were dead bodies
stretchad from “D" t0 *E" and in the ravine "H" there were 28 dead bdodies
found.

Qe How neer to the point "B” was it that you found empty shelle and evidences
of fighting,

Ae Upon a little rise, on the slope, es if persons had lain there to tokee
advantage of whatever protection thore wes in the formation of the ground,
There were Covernment shelle, and Winchester shelle, and one peculiar
brass shell was found that nobody kmew emything about, but -hit wee supposed
to belong to Gen. Custer's pistol.

Ge GState the distence from Hajor Heno's position on the hill to the point "3
following the dotted lines.

Ae Two and four tenths miles,
Qe Give the distance between those same pointe in a straight line.
As Two snd two tenthe miles.

Le State whether you examined any erossings of the river above Major Reno's
position on the hill.

Ae Tnis men wes ordered to make a survey or reconnoisance of the shole of the
bottom.

Qe There is a point "A" on the mep: what ir that?
Ae That is intended ss the point where Major Heno erossed.

Qe Ugseridbe to the Court with as much particularity es possidle the character
of the ground on the left benk of the stream from the point *"A"™ to the
point indicated e Major Reno's skirmish line.

A It is just the same msture as the other- open bottam land, with a frimge of
timbor around the streem. rassing through the timber you st into opem
ground, all the way down to where they struck the timber sgsin on the

stresm where the line is marked.

Qe Deseribe the charsctor of the timber ss indiceted on the msp to the right
end in front of the position indicated ms M jor Heno's skirmish line.

Ae It wue cottomwood timber of all siges, with near the little derression
_.Miuttng on the map the sepsration of the bottom from the first beneh,

.'M 9-11- '
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e growth of underbrush, rose bushes and such things.

8tate in regard to the density of the timber at that particular polint,
if you noticed it.

To tell the truth it looked so much like other river bottoms, with the
timber about the seme that I took no speeisl notice.

Yhat was the width of the timber on Major Heno's right ss indiczted by
the map. .

One hundred and fifty yards.

Following that timber dowm, there is e blank speee - what is that,
That was & place vhere thers seemed % have been s separate Indimn
camp, a8 if of some chief of madicine mmn. ¥We supposed it to heve
been Sitting Bull's lodge.

Deseribe, if you mede eny particular exsuminstion in regard to 1%, the
timber from there down to vhere it run out,

Just where the revine comes in there is no timber: thet is a wesh-out.
ctate whether the timber was continuous.
It was not.

¥rom the right of the line indicated as Ma jor Reno's skirmish line domm
to the point "B" wes the timber continucus.

Yes sir, it was.

" How far is it, following the timber, from the right of the line indieated

as lMajor Reno's skirmish line %o & point opposite "B",

Ome and eight tenths miles,

State what wes the chersoter of the ground on the right bank of the
river, between liejor Reno's position on the hill, in = straight line

to the point marked "B" as regards elevatiom.

It is the highest land in the neighborhood.

Do you mean thet point was higher than Msj, leno's position on the hill,
To the best of my knowledge it was.

You stated that liajor Hemo's position on the hill wes sbout 90 feet
high: do you mean above the bed of the strean?

Above the bottome.

Them in a straight line from his position on the hill to the point B",
what, from the exsmination you made, is ths elevation..

The highest point between those two points, 1 should think is in the
neighborhood of 150 feet.
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veseribe the character of the grows.

There were bluffs coming close to the river at "B"; back of them was a

valley, rumning off. Nesr "B" the teminstion of the dluff was almost
preeipitous,.

How far was la jor Reno's position on the hill from the Indien village
proper.

I can't tell that because thers was no village there when we arrived. Tihe
position of the villege thet I had put down 'wss indicated by & lot of old
pots endé lodge-poles.

S%ate whether thare were any stakes loft showing where the lodges hed
been pinned down or any evidences of thst kind.

There were some old wicky ups loft down near the timber.

How far was that point vhere you saw the pots and kettles snd genmeral
refuse from kis jor Heno's position on the hill,

They were scattered all over the bottom. The Indians broke up their camp
end moved off over the hill vhen they saw us on the might of the 208h.

We saw them snbout two miles off. They must have moved in a hurry and
left whetever they did not think valuable. They were geattered all over
the plain. :

State how mear the point "B" the first dead body was found, and whether
it was an Indien, = soldier or a citizem.

1t vas a soldiers I think the first one wss on whot is indicated as the
goeond 1ittle hill, %o the left of the first revine beyond "8,

How far iz that from the point "B",
fix-tenths of a mile.

£tate whether or not sny more dead bodies were found in that immediate
vieinity. '

There wers not. Thet man wae alone.
How far from that point wes it till you found other dead bodles.

1 don't remeuber mow, 1 simply remember the prominent poiuts where
bodies were found,

Please deseribe with s& much particularity se you can, as to Ms jar Rsno's
position on the hill and that of his command., I went to get et the meture

of the position on the hill; whether the troops were together or separated,

As I eaid, vhen I got on the hill the troops were not in position. There
were certein sigme: for instence 1little holes with dirt thromm wp,
eracker boxes placed sroumd for protection. The troops were along on the
ridge. 1 waes told they hed boen moved., His position vas on top of the
bluff, and the holes were as if one compeny had oms point snd another
some other one.
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¥hat was the length of the position occupied by the troops should you
Judge.

On this map thet third line is an error: the one opposite "and™ in the
word command, Thie map was got up in such & hurry that it sscaped my
attention before I sent it on. I should think a gmarter of a mile wes
the whole length of the troops.

How fer was Major Reno's position on the hill to the Little 3ig Homn
River.

One third of a mile.

How far from his position on the hill to the point et the right of what
is marked ss Reno's skimish line.

Ons and two-tenths miles.

Vhat 18 the distanes from "C" to the croszsing, marked L$. Hodgson killed,

Nine tenths of a mile.

Please state the condition of Major Reno's commend at the time you
reeched them: whether exhausted or otherwise, and state any faets you
may know in regard to the condition of his commend, specinl or generel,
as they come under your observetion,

The two officers I saw firet were Lieuts, isllace and Here, they came
riding rapidly tossrds us, but did not appesr to be very much excited. Om
going upon the hill Gen., Terry and the rest of them rode up there were -
ghouts and there were enlisted men and also officers erying. That is
some hed tears rolling down their cheeks, and others showed it in their
voices. They were talking rapidly snd excitedly about the affair. I
stopped beck with the younger officers and Gen, Térry rode on to confer
with Major Reno and Gen, Gfbbon I think, and 1 did not see ¥ajor Remo
$till we had been there I think over am hour, At thet time he wes not at
all excited. I saw Col. Benteen and Hajor French and they appeared to de
perfectly calm und quiet,

Cuestions by Ma jor RenoOe
You ¢ame up on the morning of the 27th.
Yes air.

¥hat was the condition of the plain on the laft side of the Little 5ig
Born in regurd to being oceupied or mot by Indians.

There wore no Indisns there except some dead ones.
%ere eny lodges stending.
Omnly two, which had some desd in them. There were = few wickyupa.

I see on the plain on the left of the river certein figures represonting
Indisn lodges., Is thet representation correet as to the location of

the Indisn encampment.

Vol. 1, Pol‘- &



™

Ae

e

Ae

Qe

As

Se

Ae
Qe
A,
Qe

Le

Qe

Ao

Lo

Le

Qo

o sir, 1t was to give en ides of the campe It was not there vhen I
arrived, snd all the bottom waes strewn with meterial the Indisns hed left.

How clore to the depression opposite the point “C" did evidences of
Indian occupation extend.

Thet little space that is marked there is a position where we found
evidences of av old cemp, as if set spart from the main esmp, for some
particular chief, '

Wers there evidences of eny Indisn lodges in thet belt of woods you
have merked there.

Thet I don't remember; I think not.

Vas that space to the left of that depression, between that and ®e bluff,
entirely uncovered.by any evidences of Indian lodges.

I don't remember any indications of lodges except pots that were éropped
on the way as 1 judge.

Can you stsate positively that the Indisn lodges were confined on the left
of the river to that belt of timber.

Ko sir.

Do you or not know whether they did ot extend to the left for a comsider~
able distsnce between thet and the bluff,

Yoe sir, becsuse I sew firez and thelr wickyupse

Retween the timber snd the bluff you saw evidences of lodges.

Yes oir.

Cen you fix the poiﬁt in the timder where Najor Heno was with his commend.

No sir I eamnot. I simply put 1% down from information given me, and
I ean't say whether i% is correct or mot.

I wish to ascertsin what escouracy you attridbute $o it.

Thet is the point some officer seid the line wae thrown out, I don't
ranenbar who 1% uas.

Doss "C" correctly mark the extreme poimt resched by Mejor Reno end his
command.

That I dan't know: I put itthers from informetion furnished me.
o you know the pumber of men who accompenied kajor Heno meross the river,

The Bocorder objeeted to the question as irrelevent because the witnees

has stoted that he did not arrive there till after, and cen't know taat fact.

Major Reo replied: Ve shall not insiet on thas question if the Recorder

insists on his odjection, but it must be evident to the Court that this

'61‘ 1 » ’. 15.
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witness' testimony has bean to0 a large degree hearsay. Ve have mot objected,
end if the Recorder choomes to draw the line now we shall not insiet om the
question.

The Recorder seid: 1t is irrelevent snd encusbers the record.

The question was then withdrawn.

Ge I find @ dotted line from "C* %o a line on the bluff, marked Hemo's
skirmish line ~ what ic the length of that line.

A+ Eight-tenths of s mile.

Qe How many men, I ask you ae a soldier, wvould 1t take to cover s skirmish
line of that length, approximately ie all I expect you to answer.

Ae I don't even know what the intervels are. If you state the distance spart
he set his men I can tell,

Qe Uoss thet dotted line certainly indicate the lemgth of Major Reno's
skirmish line,

Ae Yo eir, I did not intend it to. 1 di4 not suppose the line would reach
acrose there vith the number of men he had.

Qe Does "C" eerteinly indicate the extreme point at which the skirmish line
comucnced . _

Ae I don't know. That is from information.

Qe You can't state from ywur owmn knowladge.

A, Ho sir.

Ce Uoes the dotted line indicate the direction of the line.
he TFrom information I received it doea,

Qe Fyom vhom did you reeeive that information,

A, Fypom some officer dosn thers in the fight. I eem't say who 1t wes,
Qe "A* indigetes the crossing of Major Reno.

Le Y.l“!o‘

Uid you fix the distence from ":™ %o "C".

1 a4d not,

give it ne indicated on the map.

gix tenths miles. ’
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Is the map correet in that reaspeet. Ves thet distanece messured eo that
you csn say it is correctly represented.

The man had orders to start sbove Maj. Femo's crossing keeping the course
of the river =nd pacing the distance, using the prismetic compass, and
taking shots to prominent pointe to take the intarsections.

¥ould that snoble s men t0 detemmine the dietance between "A"™ and "C" with
reasonsble accuracy.

Yes sir.

Yhat is the distance between "C" and the square depression in the timbdber.
One sixth of s mile.

At what point do you measure the width of that belt of tizber.

4t the point "C" slong thet 4otted line,

D4d you have thet timber measured »t cl), snd were those trees placed
acoording to actusl messursment, L ‘

In running = line of that kind the man who runs it runz along the river
and runs outside of the timbsr but of course he d41id mot locate each
tree. :

Did he loeate the river edge of the timber.

Teos asir.

Wnat 1s the charagter of the bank on the left side at the point "C*, es

o being high or low.
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1 don't renember.

That relation does it bear to the bank on the other aide: is it higher
or lower.

{ don't remember: I think it is about the some.

Then thes baske of the river on the left and right at the point "C" are
sbout even in height, according to your judgment.

I don’t know: I am looking et the mep, =nd knowing they are bottom lands
1 judge they sre sbout the same height.

Lid you see it yourself.
Ko air.

; have merks on the right hand of the river - do they repressnt timber.
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Ge V¥hat is the cheracter of that timber.

Ae Cottonwood,

Ge "ma it the same in density.

Ae No sir,

fe Yas it much sparser,

A, Yes gir. _

Ge You saw that yourself.

As Yeos air,

Ge Tere any decd men found neur the point "B",

A, 1 think the first deed man wuas found on the second little platesu.

Qe 1 see dotted lines on the right side of the river: ¢&o they represent
the paths taken in recching X",

Ae They represent my ides of the paths taken on looking st the ground,

This map woa prepered for my own use to illustrate my report, and I never
expocted it to be used for anything else.

Ge Yas there a hemvy trail leading to "B".

Ae I was not over it.

Ge Were there heavy trails lesding to "D" from "B",

A+ Yes sir, and from "D" to "E".

Qe Did that treil commence at "3%,

A, The ground wes ell cut up by hoofs. My theory was that Gen. Custor went
to the ford end woe met there and driven back, end they separsuted into
two bodies to coneentrate on the hill at "', and I put those lines in
ne my idea of the route they took.

Ce Do you or mot know thet Capt. Benteen wes sent over thet ground to *B”
before you went over it,

Ae Yoo gir. 1 know he was sent 61‘: to the hill "E" to see who was there.
Qe Might not those marks have been made by Capt. Benteen end histroops.

ke Yes sir. \

Might na the marks from “B” have been made in the same way.

\; " Y*nr. L
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Did you exsmine between the dluff on the right hand side of the river

and the Jotted lines you made thers %o see whether there wers evidences
of a tnil.

Ko, I wes not there at all,

Did you pess over the ground yourself that ie representad on the =ap

- by the dotted lines.

Setween those two points, mo. I was all over the field to the laft.
¥as there a definite trail leading from "B" to "Hv,

It wee jJust 1like the others from "B" to "D" and "E".

Did you pass over thst part yourself.

Yes sir. That is about the same ss the other trails,

The trail wss such ce could have been made by & company of mounted mens
Yes sir. I suppose it could.

How soon aftsr you srrived et lajor Reno'e position on the hill before
you saw Hejor Reno himself,

It was at least an hour,
How was he Shem;,cool or. otherwise.
Ho was cool in ny judgment.

You speek of the poaition in which you found Mejor Heno when you csme on
the hill, Do you know what length of time he hed held that position.

I understood it wmas not the first position he hed assumed: that they had
chonged on the night of the 25th or 20th.

¥hat doss thet circular mark indicate.

That the troops were thrown around the crest of the hill sa 1 was told,
The position of the troops at what time.

¥hen they first went on the hill,

And ending when.

I think they changed position on the mnight of the 25th.

Ave you sure when they made the change. -

No sir, 1t 1= merely shat I wus told,

Your what you heapd people seye

Yee sir, reay avidence.

Vol. ‘n | -
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Guestions by the Reeorder.

Ctate whether or not that map or sketeh or whatever you call it in the
engineer's office vas made in your official capacity ss iagineer officer
of Gente Terry.

It was made in my officiel capacity.

State vhother in mesking maps 1t is required or expected that the engineer
of ficer himself shall see all the ground when he has men with him, or to
verify every meesurement.

Ho luo.

St¢ate vhethor you regurd this mop as showing the reletive position of the
troops, the village, the stresm and othar prominent points as resszonably
relisble.

I certainly do.

State vhem the dats wee gotten from which this mep was prepared.

On the afternoon of the 27th and a short time on the 28th.

Ctate whether on @wing over the ground on the right side of the river
in the vieinity of whore you found Gen, Custer's body and thet of the
men, you found =t any other point thom you have indiested, snything

showing & trail of a large body of troopse

Ky recollection is those lines were a little more distinet thaun sny other
lines on the ground, Ihe whole surfsce of the ground was covered with
marks of ponies and horses hoofs. From "D" to "E" bodiss were found
lying at intervele, and it wos my idea that Capte. Celhoun had stopped

at "D” and the other companies were from D" to "E" and that they had
formed some sort of a skirmish line.

Dié you find eny bodies at "D%

Yes gir, Calhoun nnd Crittenden end some men.

Questione by the Court.
State if the dotted lines ell indicate trails.

They indicate that. They are my idee that the troops moved in that way.
They are lines I put in myself explaining my report.

They do indieste practicabls country that troops cald have moved over,
all of them?

Yos eir.
I would 1ike to know the character of the river, as to its baing fordable

from "A" to lower pert of the Indian village.
I think the could be forded sll the wey fram *A" %0 where Najor Reno
erossed it. were mot regular fords but they could essily have been

made 80 by down the banks.




Ge Then below

A. My impressi
the bluffs

by cutting

that, how wes it.

or 12 above "B" the river was not fordable, that being where

coma close to the stream. It might have been made fordebls

down the banka.

Qe I understend you %o say at "5” is & dluff, Would mot that indicate that
the trail between i jor Remo's position snd "B* was not practiecable in

a line.

A« You misunderstand. It was a bluff just on the river and very narrow, and
sloped down greduslly to the rear. 7There wos & large ravine running

down theve

and they could emsily get down thet dotted lime., I thinmk

Col. Benteen went thers and Col, Filer said he went there with his troops.

Qe You mean the steep dluff iz only on the river sides

Ae Yes sir, it is o gradusl slope backs

Tuestions by Major Reno.

Ce That is the width of the river to the right of the poimt "C",

A« About 30 or 40 yards. The river varied alomg there from 0 %o 78

vards wide.

e What ms the general depth of those fords.

A. I think sbout to the stirrups of & horsenen if I remember right.

The witness then retired.

Then et 1:30 P.M. the Court adjourned to meet ot 1l. o'clock A. M.

to-morrow, Tednssdsy, January 15, 187%.

THIRD DAY

Chieago, Illinoie
fedneaday, Jany. 15, 1879,
11 o'clock A Me

The Court met pursusnt to odjournment.

"1. 1.’.’1.

Present =
Cols Jno H. King, 9th Infantry
Col, Vesley Herritt, 5th Cavalry.
Lt. Col. ¥, B, Royall, 3d Cavalry,
: Recorder
let Lisut. Josse M. Lee, Adjt. 9th Infty.



Ma jor Reno and his counsel were also present.

The proceedings of the last gession were reand, corrected and spproved.

~ 1st Lieut. Geo. D, ¥allsce, 7th Cavalry, being celled as & witness by

the Recorder, and being duly eworn to testify the truth, the whole truth and

nothing but the truth, testifies as follows:
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Questions by the Hecorder.

Gtate your name, rank, regiment, and where nrung?

George D. Yallace, last Liesut. 7%h Cavalry, now stationed st Fort ibrahem
Lineoln, bakota Territory.

v

Ctate what duty you were on on the 25%h and 2¢th days of Jume, 1876,
where and with what command you were serving.

I wae ceoting Enginecer officer with Gen., Custer's column, On the 25th
of June I was keeping the itinery of the trip.

Of what troops or compenies did the commsnd of Usn, Custer consist at
thet time, the 25%h of June 187€.

Of twelve companies of the 7th Cavslry - of the entire Hegiment.
Yas Mejor M. A, Heno in thet command: 4f eo in what capacity,
He wne there, ths recond in command,

Aghfnst whet enemy wne Gen, Custer's comm nd oper-ting.

The hostile Indi-ns under Sitting 3ull.

Yhen the twelve companies of the 7th Csvulry were together in one body
on the 25th dey of June, 1876, whot were the indientions, if any, of the
proximity of hostile Indiens,

211 signs, and the raports of our Indi-n Leouts indicated thet they
were within 20 or 25 miles of us.

Plasse state to the Court what disposition or separation, if eny, Gen.
Custer made of his command, prepsraotory to hie proposed sdvunce on the
hostile Indisn village: At shet time of day was it done, and in the
light of subsequent knowledge, “ow far was it from the Indisn village
that Cen, Custer sepsrated his command on that daye.

About & guartor aftor 12 o'clock the commend w.g halted; three compunies
wore given to Major Heno, three companies were given to Cspt. Senteenm,
and one compsny $o Cepte MeDougall, who wse pleced in charge of the pack
train, and Genersl Custer took the othsr five compsnies with him.

R4



Qe State if you kmow, what was the plan of sttack. ¥ho as subordineste
commanders were charged with itz execution, »n! especizlly what orders
or instructions were given to Major Reno by Gen. Custer at the time
the disposition or separation of the command wse first made for the
advance or atteck on the hostile Indian village.

Ae At the time of the divieion I don't know what orders were given. OCapte
Benteen with his battelion moved to the left, Gen. Custer moved dowm

the right bank of a little stresm with his commend snd Major Remo down
the left dank,

Ge Uhat was the effective force of esch of those differsnt columms, if you
know. Otate as nesr ss you cehs

Ae I can't give it securately. iajor Hemo’s was sbout 110 or 115 men includ- .
ing Indien Ceouts. Uapt. Benteen's was something larger, ss I think
the companies he hed were larger. Gen. Custer's force was somethifng
like 225.

Ce <“gseride as fully as you can the movenents of those different columms,

. with reference to the Little 5ig Horn River, with reference to easch othor,
vhether parallel or otherwise, whether moving in the direction the hostile
village was supposed %o be, whother in supporting distenee of asech other,
or any circumstance bdesring om this mstter which occurred prior, to your
knowledge, or that of the commmnd you wers with, «s t0 the exset loeation
of the Indisn village.

Ae Aftor Cepts Benteen sterted to the left, Gen. Custor and Major Heno moved
down this little stream, one on the right and the other on the left bsnk.
They were moving from 100 to 300 yarde apert owing to the nature of the
ground. After going ten or twelve miles lmjor lleno wes calied seross to
the sme cide of the stream on which Cen, Custor was moving., The two
battalions then moved slong paral el to sach other for some distmnce further.
¥e passed a teepse which had soue dend bodies in, and soon after passing
that the Ad jutent came t0 Mg jor He o0 and sald that the Indians were gbout
two miles and & half ahead, and Major Heno was oriered forwerd as fast
as he could go and to charge them and the others would support him,

Ge Thmt commnd were you with at that time.
A+ 1 wee ridigg near Major Heno and with his bsttalion.
Je That little stresm do you spesk of.

Ae It is u tridutsry of the Little Big Horn und runs into it a -u- or two
above where the villsge was located,

Le TWhen 4id¢ the column come within sight of the hostile village, snd where.
Ae The firet I saw of the villsge wus after ze vere dismmounted end were form=
ing the skirmish line. Others may have seen it before, but I did nos:

there was some timber between us and the village.

Ge f#ere the orders you speak of as heving been received by las jor Hemo to
charge the Indians the last order he received from Yen. Custer,

Ae That was the last 1 heard.

Vols 1, pe®3s
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When that order wes received was it promulgated to the command: Af so,
in vhat "aYe

I think it wes promulgated through e for Heno's Adjutent, I don't know
thet. I think so,

Fhere was Gen. Cyster's column at that time.

The two columns were miving parellel. ¥aj. Hero was riding nearly
opposite Gen. Custer, with some 1little spmce Detwesn them - some 25 to 50
yardis.

Gtate, 1T you know, the position of Capt. Hemteen's commsnd with reference
to that of Major Remo, st that time,

I don't know vhere 1t wee. "hen he went to the left it was over broken
ground and I lost zight of him.

State whother et that time, when la jor Heno received the command to charge
the Indisns, il vas expected or believed that cny command would in sny
way support him or co~operste with him in his movement, snd state sll

the facts within your knowledge bearing on that matter.

The ord.er waes ebout this: *The Indiecms are about two miles ond a half
ahead, on the Jwap, follow them as fast ss you ean, and churge them where~
aver you find them and we will support you." I think those were the wordas.

Are you posiiive of the worda.
The ters "we” I an not positive of.
Sgate Af 7o know when lMajor Remo's commend first saw the villege.

I dou't kmow that they suw it befors I did, for I eslled the sttention of
the picket lime to it st the time.

From the view you had of the hostile village as you bave testified to,
state what wes your opinion at that time ss to i%ts size in length and
width and the number of lodges it contained and its effective fighting
force. Ahd stets to what extent this estimete wao confirmed ir subse-
quant events or fucts brongln to yur knowledge.

The length and width of it I could not tell becsuse the timbar concealed
it. I know there were lots of them thers. The exact size at that time
I eould form no estimste of, but I saw plenty of Indiens.

ine there emnythirg occurred after thut rupon' which you eanm base an opinbn
as to the number of lodges in the villsge, either by golng over the field
or ths place where the village had been,

The village, ae passed over afterwards wes over three miles lomg, end
varying in wid¢h from a few hundred yards to balf a mile where the teepees
had stood,.

At the time ¥ajor Feno received the arder to charge the Indians, state

as nesr es you cam the number of effective nem under hies command, and what
was their condition in regard to efficiemcy, whether fresh, vigorous, {
eonfident of success, or otherwise.
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There were 22 Indien scouts and three companies of cavelry, averaging fram
35 to 40 men, They had been merching for three or four daye, making long
marches: they hed been up sll the night before and moved on thet morning

with 1ittle or no breakfust. The men were tired end the horses were worn
oute

You heve testified that Major deno received on the 25th of June an order
to charge the Indians. Flease begin at thet point and descridbe fully,
clearly and in detzil the movensnts of lajor Reno's command, the orders
given by him or executad under his direction and every circumstamce in
regard to his conduct as comander of the troops unier hime In Shis
comnaetion describe the charecter of the ground pessed over by his commsnd,
what stream or streams, if any, were crossed, what attack, if any, was
made by his commend, giving a full deseription of that atteck, including
the length of its duration, and in chort everything relating to uajor
Reno's conduct or thet of his comman® up to and including the 26th day
of June, 1876, that was brought to your kmowledgs. '

At the time the orier was given we were noving along the right bank of a
tributary which flows into the Little Big Horn. Ve moved ot a gellop.
After going some distence the trail led to the left and we recrossed the
little streem. After going & fow hundred yards farther we came t0 a ford
on the Little Big Horm that hnd boeen used by the Indisns, That was

sbout belly-deep to the horses, but 2 good croseing. After pasehg the
ford and going through some timber the comesnd was halted and reformed

ae they had scattored a little in epossing the stream. Companies A and

H wore formed in line and my compeny wes formed in line in the rear as a
reserve, snd the command moved forwerd, first in a $rot apd then in a
gallops The indians, when the order wns given, were apjarently rumning
from us, there was a big dust, Hut as we moved on the dust clecred away,
snd the Indiasns were ceen coming back, After mving some distance the
third company was brought to the leoft of the line, snd the command moved
in thet wey until near the timber. There the commani wes halted, the

men dismounted and prepared to fight om foot, the horses going in the
timber and the three companies then deployed as skimmishers with the rigis
in the timber and the loft extending towards the bluff. The sikirmish

line only took up a few hundred yards, The indians instead of pressing
our front passed sround to our left and opemed & flank fire. #hen we

went on the ekirmish line I for the first time saw the village, end the
indfans were thick in front and were passing to our loft and resr, After
beizg in line some tine it wes reported that the Indlans were coming on the
opposite side of the ersek and trying to get our horses. Company “G" was
thern tsken off the line and taken into the timder: what dleposition was
mede in there I only know from hearssy. I remsined on the picket line
$111 the ammunition was getting exhausted, and the indiane ware coming in
our rear snd on our left, amdé in front, snd the skirmish line had to fall
bsck into the timber., After baing there some timm the indiasne commenced
firing within 50 yards of us acroes the stresm ané in our reer in the
timber. There was no protection offered on that aide snd oo the other
there was & bank. After waiting there some time word was peassed down

that we would have to charge them. 'e were beoing rurrounied, no assistance
had come, and ve would have to get on higher ground where we would not be
gurrounded, and where we could defend ourselves better than we could there.
The compenies wers mounted und commenced getiing out. 1 belonged to Co.
»g*, had joined it there and had boen with it during a portion of the fight.

701. 1. Po”o
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I could not find the commsnding officer, Lisut. MeIntosh, and I mounted
what men I could find end started oute When I got out I ssw the troops
moving off, apparently in columns of four, st a gallope I followed =long,
with what men I could mount of "O" Cospuny. The commend moved, not back
on the track we came in on, but crossed the streem lower dowm, and were
making towards the bluff, The Indisns sere in the bottom and we were
riding through them, and as ve would ride slong they woulé eithsr fire or

ride along by the men end fire ai them. 4t the creek they halted and fired _

at tho men as they erosseds They onme Over with the resr of the columm,
and one or two men were killed there. I know they came over for there was
a corparel of my coampany followed one over and shot him, and s he ceme uUp
the hill he showed me his sealpe After getting on top of the hill the
command wee helted and preparations mede to give them a stand-off, Cfoonm
after thet it sse reported thet Uspt. Senteem wer coming up and we vere
joined by him. WUhat passed between him and Ma jor Heno I don't kmow. Ve
were out of smmunition, one company had seversl wounded, sad I eould fim
but seven men of my company. e waited there, I don't know axactly how

1 ng, for the pack train to come up, the dust from which we could see.
After 1t 416 coms up ammunition wae distriduted smd se attempted to move
on, but Cppts Moylan could not move Iis wounded, it took six men to

carry one, and the indisns were coming uy thicker and we were compslled
to £d 1 beck and took the position we occupled om the 25th and 28th. The
troops were sesigned positions and the horses were placed under ss good
cover as wa could get. luring the night of the 25%h the mem worked all
night. There were but three spades in the command, but with them and

tin cups, and other thinge, they seratched up scme little rifle pits. Om
the mworning of the 26th the Indisne opened on us by day-light and the
fire kept upr sll the morning. 4Tter 12 o'clock the fire wes not -0 heavy,
except from promiment points, sher: they locsted sherp-shootars. Some
time neer sunset we sew the Indien ville; e moving off,

How long mfter Major Femo received the order to charge the indians before
he effected a crossing of the Little Big Forn Fiver.

Moving et & gellop, I think we mede the zils and a half or tw miles in
ebout 15 minutes. ¢e were moving at en ordinery gallop.

stete whether any indisns opposed Ma jor Heno's epopsing.
Fo there 443 not. Ihat was two miles from where the fight commenced.

How for was the croseing from the neerest pert of the Indles village.

he 1% was Over two miles.

e Daseribs the chersetor of the ground from there to the Indian village, as
you observed it at the time or afterwerds. ‘

Ae It was @ broad dottam. After erossing the stream there was s belt of
timber; after thet it sas a broad, level prairie that had been covered
with gress, but it ws all esten Off by the ponies and the ground cut uwp
by their hoofs. It was similar to an ash-bed a mile or two wide to the
foot-hills and bey.nd that cems the bluff.

Vole 1,Pe86.
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Deseribe with particularity the menmer of the advance of Ma jor Remo's
command from the point of crossing towsrd the hostile village ond its

successive fometions, if any, and whether souuts or skirmishers were
thrown forwerd. -

After erossing the command wes halted for & minute or two, until they
eould olose up and formed in line, two companies in the first snd ome
company in the second line, with the Indien Lcouts under Lieuts. Varnum
and Fere, ahesd, There were %2 Scouts. They move! forward in line,

first on a trot and then on & gallop. The third company was brought up om

the left of the line and thoy moved on in thet way until they were dis-
mounted,

Vgseribe the course of the stream from the point of erossing to the
villege with reference %0 the line of advance of ¥ajor Reno's command,

The strenm was on our right and is very erooked, The genersl dirsction is
to the northeast. The stresm was turning on iteelf all the time. Our
course was sometimes on thes bank, and sometines eway from i{%, ss the
gtresm would wind eaway from our course.

How far was it from the point shere Major Remo's command crossed the stream
to where he sngaged the Indians. And s