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ZIRST DAY

Proceedings of a Court of Inquiry convened at Chiesgo, Ill. by
virtue of the following Specisl orders:

Headquarters of the Army
Adjutant Genersl's Office
washington, November 25, 1878,

Speeiel Opders )
No. 255 )

Extract

2+ By direction of the President, and on the application of
hjorlhmui A« Remo, 7th Cavelry, s Court of Inquiry is hereby
appointed to assenbls at Chiesgo, Iliinois, on Monday the 13th day
of Jamuary, 1879, or as soon thereafter as practiceble for the
urpose of inguiFing into Major Reno's conduet at the battle of the
Little Big &n Piver on the 25%h and 26th doys of June, 1876.

The Court will report the fuots and its opinion as to

whether from all the eircunstances in the case, any further pro-

ceedings are necessary.
Detail for the Cours.

Colonel John H. King, 9th Infentry

Colonal Fesley Merrits, 5th Cevelry

Lisutensnt=-Colonel ¥. B, Royall, 3d Cavalry.
let Lieutensnt Jesse M. Lee, Adjutmmt = Oth Infentry, is appointed
Recorder of the Court.

* . i

By Cammand of Uenernl Sherman.

E. Ds Tosnsend
Adjutont Generals
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Chiecago, Illinois,
Monday, Jemuary 13, 1879,
11, o'clock A, M.
The Court met pursuent to the foregoing order:
' Present:
Colonsl John H. King, 9th Infemtry.
Colonsl %ealey Herritt, 5th Cavalsy,
Lisut~Colonel ¥, B. Royall, 34 Cavalry.
Recorder:
1st Lieut. Jesse M. Lee, AdJt. 98h Infantry.

The Court then proceeded to the investigation of the matters submitted
to it in the foregoing order, and Major Reno being present =nd having heard
the order appointing the Court read, wse asted if he had any objection
to eny member numed in the order, to which he replied that he had not,

The msmbers of the Court were then saverally duly sworn by the Recorder
and the Recorder was duly sworn by the President of the Court ell of which
oathe were administered in the presence of lajor Heno.

The Hecorder then stated thet by suthority fram the Secretery of Var
he had employsd H. C. Hollister ss the stenographer of the Court, snd the
stanographer was then duly sworn to a faithful discharge of his duties.

The Recorder then said: I have mbpunuﬁ witnesses to the number of
ninetesn, end up to this moraing only two have arrived thet I am aware of,

I wrote to the ¥ar Lepartment for certsin data in this cese, end sz to whether
there were cny scousetions, imputetions or eharges sgninst Major Heno, and

in reply thereto I heve recsived certein papers by thir moraing's msil vhich

I have not had time to give e careful exanination., But there are several
questions to be decided by the Court, one of vhich is as % ths best mode of
procedure, and these mrtters migh: be taken up first. 1 bave an offieisl
copy of Major Reno's applicetion for s Court of Ingquiry snd alec & lotm
from the Adjutent Genmersl transmitting it to me, which ssems %o be the

basis of this inquiry, which I will read mow if the court desires it.
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Ma Jor Heno objeeted to the reading of any papsr at this time except
bhis epplicetion for a Court of Inquiry, because he had not been informed of
eny scousations aguinet him,

The Court then directed the Secorder to read Mejor Heno's eppliestion
for e Court of Inquiry a copy of which is Il‘orno atteched and marked "Exhibit
Nos 1. | | e

The Recorder then stated: There is e man by the name of ¥hittaker whom
I underatend has mede certain sccusstions spsinst Mejor Reno, smd his name will
perhaps be brought in in ecomnection with this csse, snd 1 desire to submit
the question to the Court now and let it locide whether My, Whittaker shall
be notified to be present, and invited to suggest the names of any witnesses
in this ease or to suggest any other evidence that will throw light on thto‘
inveetipntion.

Ma jor Reno then stated to the Court that by reason of delay in the
receipt of certsin pepers snd the arrival of & friend whom he desired to
introduece as his counsel, hoﬂ J;r-dr to proeaed with thie investigstion
to-day. And also stated that he {diaﬂd he wes entitled to the affirmative
in this proceecinge. |

The Hecorder said: I “ that question to be sutmitted and decided
nowe The affirmative of sny issue Must be first proven. The Court is ealled
to investigste the conduet of Mejop Heno, snd it is & well known prineiple
of law thet m man is presumed 4Bno6ent until he is proven guilty, end it is
not for Major Reno, ss I usderstand the las and $he precedents, to prove that
his conduet was good mtili-“'i*uy {s proven.

Mo jor Hemo replied: I dom*$ think there is any issue further tisn that
which T ratse yselfe | | .‘ |

The Court was then clesped ent closed, snd =fter mature doliberstion

yresent, end the decision of the Court




The Court decides thet it will sit with open doors, but further

decides that no record or notes of the proceedings shall be takem for publies-

tion. :

The Court decides that ir, Fhittaker shall be subpoensed to appear end
invited to suggest the names of witneeses in this cese.

The Court reserves until to-morrow its deeision on the guestion whether
Vs Jor Reno or the lscorder shell first call =nd examine witnesses.

Then, at 12 o'clock M., on the sppliceation of Major Reno, the Court
ad journed to meet et 11 o'clock A, M. to-morros, Jany. 14, 1879.

SEOOND DAY

Chicago, Illinois,
Tuesday Jamuery 14, 1879
11 o'clock 4. M.
The Court met pursusnt to adjournment,
Present ~
Col. Jno H, Kimg, 9%h Infentry.
Coles Wesley Merritt, 5th Cavalry.
Lisut-Col. ¥. B. Royall, 34 Cavalry.
Hecorder
1st Lisut., Jesse ), Lee, AdJt. 9th Infantry.
¥ajor Keno was aleo present,
The proceedinszs of the last session wore resd and approved.
Major Reno then asked permission to introduce Lymen D, Gilbert, Esge
as his counsel, which was granted, snd he appesred as counsel for kajor Hemos
The Hecorder then said: - In relation to the application of Major Hemo
for a Court of Inquiry, as I stated yesterday I had not time to give the
papers received a eareful ezsmination, ig & pert of his application he
encloses & latter and invites sttention to it. I submit thet that should be
read as part of the spplication, thus forming » basis for the ythﬂ to be
inquired into. '
Vol. 1, p.6. )



la jor Remo, by his counsel then sefd: ¥ith permission of the Court
it is necessery to make an objection. We understand this to be en inguiry
aceording to the order of the ¥ar Department. Whatever may have prompted the :
President, or those in authority to make the order, I reepsetfully submit,
is not before the Courte All that is before the Court is contained in the
instructions of the Ver Uepartment. If they hed desired that e jor Reno's
letter or the motives whieh induced him to write the letter should be laid
before the Court, I_mhit that mention would have been mede of it in the
Iordcr. I ask at this time, as vall as during the further progress of this
ftavuttgatmn. the indulgenees of the Court. I am umsccustomed to this
'pnottu. but leat night, with the scanty time at my disposel for considers-
éuon. I read & part of the proceedinge of the Court of Inguiry in the case
:of Gene Dyer, and I found there that in the order convening the Court there
' was referred to it for considerntion a report of & Commuittee of Congress,
} < 4 and the éourt had authority to consider that mettor only because reference
i ‘had bees made to it in the order under which they existed s# a Court. I
‘ , may be very much mistaken in the law, and speak now, =nd at sll times, subject
g4 to the decision of the Court. But the order under which you sit asks you to
" investigate, not into the motives which led Ma jor Reno to ask for a Court
of Inquiry, but to investigate his e.nduet at & certain bettls in tie Northe
weat, It comes before you without intimmtion or instruetion from the ¥ar
Department, snd I therefore make this point for the decision of the Cours,
that as long as that matter has not been mentioned in the order from the
%or Department, and has not been speeially referred to you for coneideration,
' 1t appesrs to be yur duty, if I may o say, with due deference, to investi=~
‘ gate his conduct, without inquiring into the motives of the ‘er Depertment or
} of e jor Reno, which led to the convening of the Courts I desire to spologize
| for my absence on yesterday and for smy delay 1t mey have ocessioned. I slso
desire to express the wish, which will abide w.tth us, that the Court will
’-opontc with us, to establish, in the moet exhaustive mamner, th truth in
!.' i .t..-“u matter. 1 protest agsinet tho lgﬂhg of the 1;ttcr of M¥r. Whitteker:
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it 15 not a part of the proccedings of the Court.
The iscorder replied: May it plesmse the VYourt, I am mot appesring
here {n the lirht of a prosecutor, and 1 do mot wish to teke up the time of
the Court in any elabornte discussion in regerd to this matter. The course
J seems %0 be to get at the whole truth of the mtter, ¥a jor Heno applies for
/ a court by written applicetion in which he rofers to this letter end sttaches
s copy of hie epplicetion snd mekes it a port thereof. This coyy comes

the %ar Ugpartmeni, the same suthority which convenes the Court, and

| submit this letter should be teken as the basie upon shich to start in this
tter.
The Court was then clescred and closed, and sfter msture deliberation

s re-opened, and the decision of the Court wes amnoumced by the Judge
ocate: thot the entire spplication of ¥ajor Remo for s Court of Inguiry,
ineluding any letters or pep-re shieh he included in his eppliesticn shall
read and received by the Court, as the basis on which to initiate the
inquiry, end the duly authen!icated copy sent fram the War Uspartment shall
be read. ¢

The entire application was them read to the court, and is appended horeto
marked “Exhibit No. 1l."

The Recorder stated that the next question for the considerstion of
the Court was vhether himself or Ha jor feno should firet cell and examine
witnesses. :

Ma Jor Aano ssked with what view is this letter reed? Loes it contain
the charges which Major Reno 1s called upon to answer. If that iz the view,

sibly we have mo objections to the Recorder proceedinge

The Recorder answered: The letter is read as the Court direeted, ns a

sie upon which the inquiry is to be imitiated.

Major Reno aeked: Ape the matters charged in the letter sudbject to

« lg it underatood that is vhat vwe are to masts.

ol. 1. ?Os.



The President snawered: Ve are not to be confined to that letter.

We expect to go over the whole ground,

¥a Jor Reno thea seid: Then, may it plesse the Court, we propose that

the Hecorder shall proceed in his om way to prove whs tever matters he

choosas to allege sgeinct Major Reno.

TR,

First Lieutenent “dward Maguire, Enginser Corps, being e¢s=lled ss a

witness by the llecorder, end being duly sworn to testify the truth, the whole

truth end nothing but the truth, testified as follows:

o
el

'3 Ae
i
3 . Ce

I

Ce

Qe

A

Qe

Qusstions by the Hacorder,
2tate your name, rank, official designation and where serving.

Edwerd Maguire, lst Lisut. of Engineers, Chief Engineer officer, Departe
ment of Dekote, serving at Ut, Feul, Mimn,

¥hat duty wore you on on the 25th and 26th deys of June, 187%6.

I sceampanied Gen. Terry ns Engineer Officer on his Utaff, from the mouth
of Tullocks Creek, XNontana, to within about eight miles of Gem. Custer's
battlefield on the Little Big Horn.

To whet commend was Gen. Terry moving - in what direetion?

Gen. Oibbon was in commend. The colums was =oving to form a junction
with Gene Custer.

Yere you on what was known ae Gen. Custer's battlefield or the battlefield
of the Little 5ig Horm.

I was.
When did you srrive there.

At about 10 o'elock om the morning of the 27th of June 1876, we am\‘ﬂ
st Gen. Feno's position on the hill,

ctate whether you, in your official espaeity se inginesr, ever made’an
exeminetion, memsurement, sketch or msp of what is known ss the battle
fisld of tha Little Big Horm,

1 hed sue: nmeasurements made by &  argeant who accompenied me,

¥hat do you nboe:_li:c that %o be (showing witness s map).

Thet 12 8 printed map, the orisinmal of vhich I sent to ¥eshington ettached
to my report to the Chief Ingineer. It wes published ss an appendix to
the Chief Engineer's Repvort for 1876. 2

Do you recognize this as the same thing (showing witness encther mayp).

Yoz @ir.

Vole 1ype9e 9



The Hecorder them, without objection by ajor Remo, offered in evii emce
the printed copy of the mep identified by this witness, which is hereto
attached and marked "Exhibit No. 2."

G From the measurement or examination, or survey you mmde at thet time in
your officisl capacity, please state, after refreshing your memory from
this map, the topography sround that battlefield, ite location with
reforence to the Indien Village or where it sppeared t0 heve been: with
refersnce t0 the position of troops or the movement of troops on the
whole field, end in comnection with that ell the developeuonts which
came under your observation in relstion t0 that matter,

Ae The general features of the country ware, it being the velley of the
Little Big Horn River, like 211 the valleys in that part of the country.
There was & river bdottom proper, which is timbered ané is very narrow,
from 50 to 300 yards wide. Then comes the first bench, which is tree=-
less, an open grassy plain. Then be¢k of thet is & rise and 2ll prairie
beyond., ¥%hen we arrived at the Little Big Horn, to % jor Reno's position
on the hill I instructed the Lergeant who hed the odometer cert and the
instruments to peee off the whole of this bottom land down to the Indian
villags, teking compass bearings, so &s to make a plat, That wes done.
The position which Major fen: oeccupled vhen we srrived there was on the
bluff seross the river on the opposite =ide. They were, I should say,
froa 80 %0 90 feet high. ¥%hen I got up there the troops were mt in
position and of course I did not know what the srrangement wes. I wes
t0ld how they had been placed and I put it approximately on the map, Of
ecourse thie map, except with regard to the reletive position of points,
is & more sketeh: it is not like a survey mmde with & transit and chain.
The dotted lines on the mep are lines I put on to illuptrate the report
I wrote to the Chief of lngineers. They are what I supposed to be the
trail of the troors in marchings. The position of the skirmish line was
pointed out to me by some offic-r I don't remesber who, I was told
that wmas the place they were. That line is drewn seroere t0 indicate the
general direction of the line and is not intended to show that the whole
of the troopa ware stretched across the bdottom. Thet p»rt from the point
marked "B" the Odometer cert was run seross, It is a brokem country,
ravines and hillocks, covered with gravel and sand, snd very little grass.
Jome views were $sken with the prismatic compsss, and intsrsection lines
wore teken and the map filled in by eye om the field, The distance betmeen
the two points merked "Heno's command snd *E" where Gen. Custer's body.
wes found, is correct. The location of the revine and the gemeral
direction of the battlerield are correct. The position of the Indian
villsge or the arrangement of it I can't tell. ¥hen we arrived the
ground was stresn with saddles, camp kéttles end things the Indiens hed
left. I had the tespes put in to indiente a genernl idee of shere the
villace wae in relation to0 the rest of the topography.

Ge DPlease state the distance following the dotted line from Major Reno's
position on the hill to the point mmried "2,

As Tour end a half miles.
e Wnat does the point “B" on the map indicste,

Ae That is & ford, end it wes supposed Gen, Custer went there and of tempted
to cross, and that line is to indicate the treil >f the men snd horses.

Yol.1l, pel0s
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Ge Otate whether or not there was & trail indiesting thut it had bean tsken
by Gen. Custer.

As The ground wes 20 vell besten that ve could find no well defined trail.
The ground wes covered with tracks,

Ge Tere there mny evidences of fighting st or nesr the point "B", if so state
what evidences, and how near the first wase

Ae There were empty shells lying ell around, and the marks of ponies or
horses having been ridden all around. The whole field wae covered with
tracks. ZSvery nov snd them we would find an empty shell, and &s we ad-
vanced up further we found dead bodies in e eirele arocund the crest of a
1itile hill end quite = number of empty shelle. There were dead bodies
stretchad from “D" t0 *E" and in the ravine "H" there were 28 dead bdodies
found.

Qe How neer to the point "B” was it that you found empty shelle and evidences
of fighting,

Ae Upon a little rise, on the slope, es if persons had lain there to tokee
advantage of whatever protection thore wes in the formation of the ground,
There were Covernment shelle, and Winchester shelle, and one peculiar
brass shell was found that nobody kmew emything about, but -hit wee supposed
to belong to Gen. Custer's pistol.

Ge GState the distence from Hajor Heno's position on the hill to the point "3
following the dotted lines.

Ae Two and four tenths miles,
Qe Give the distance between those same pointe in a straight line.
As Two snd two tenthe miles.

Le State whether you examined any erossings of the river above Major Reno's
position on the hill.

Ae Tnis men wes ordered to make a survey or reconnoisance of the shole of the
bottom.

Qe There is a point "A" on the mep: what ir that?
Ae That is intended ss the point where Major Heno erossed.

Qe Ugseridbe to the Court with as much particularity es possidle the character
of the ground on the left benk of the stream from the point *"A"™ to the
point indicated e Major Reno's skirmish line.

A It is just the same msture as the other- open bottam land, with a frimge of
timbor around the streem. rassing through the timber you st into opem
ground, all the way down to where they struck the timber sgsin on the

stresm where the line is marked.

Qe Deseribe the charsctor of the timber ss indiceted on the msp to the right
end in front of the position indicated ms M jor Heno's skirmish line.

Ae It wue cottomwood timber of all siges, with near the little derression
_.Miuttng on the map the sepsration of the bottom from the first beneh,

.'M 9-11- '
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e growth of underbrush, rose bushes and such things.

8tate in regard to the density of the timber at that particular polint,
if you noticed it.

To tell the truth it looked so much like other river bottoms, with the
timber about the seme that I took no speeisl notice.

Yhat was the width of the timber on Major Heno's right ss indiczted by
the map. .

One hundred and fifty yards.

Following that timber dowm, there is e blank speee - what is that,
That was & place vhere thers seemed % have been s separate Indimn
camp, a8 if of some chief of madicine mmn. ¥We supposed it to heve
been Sitting Bull's lodge.

Deseribe, if you mede eny particular exsuminstion in regard to 1%, the
timber from there down to vhere it run out,

Just where the revine comes in there is no timber: thet is a wesh-out.
ctate whether the timber was continuous.
It was not.

¥rom the right of the line indicated as Ma jor Reno's skirmish line domm
to the point "B" wes the timber continucus.

Yes sir, it was.

" How far is it, following the timber, from the right of the line indieated

as lMajor Reno's skirmish line %o & point opposite "B",

Ome and eight tenths miles,

State what wes the chersoter of the ground on the right bank of the
river, between liejor Reno's position on the hill, in = straight line

to the point marked "B" as regards elevatiom.

It is the highest land in the neighborhood.

Do you mean thet point was higher than Msj, leno's position on the hill,
To the best of my knowledge it was.

You stated that liajor Hemo's position on the hill wes sbout 90 feet
high: do you mean above the bed of the strean?

Above the bottome.

Them in a straight line from his position on the hill to the point B",
what, from the exsmination you made, is ths elevation..

The highest point between those two points, 1 should think is in the
neighborhood of 150 feet.
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veseribe the character of the grows.

There were bluffs coming close to the river at "B"; back of them was a

valley, rumning off. Nesr "B" the teminstion of the dluff was almost
preeipitous,.

How far was la jor Reno's position on the hill from the Indien village
proper.

I can't tell that because thers was no village there when we arrived. Tihe
position of the villege thet I had put down 'wss indicated by & lot of old
pots endé lodge-poles.

S%ate whether thare were any stakes loft showing where the lodges hed
been pinned down or any evidences of thst kind.

There were some old wicky ups loft down near the timber.

How far was that point vhere you saw the pots and kettles snd genmeral
refuse from kis jor Heno's position on the hill,

They were scattered all over the bottom. The Indians broke up their camp
end moved off over the hill vhen they saw us on the might of the 208h.

We saw them snbout two miles off. They must have moved in a hurry and
left whetever they did not think valuable. They were geattered all over
the plain. :

State how mear the point "B" the first dead body was found, and whether
it was an Indien, = soldier or a citizem.

1t vas a soldiers I think the first one wss on whot is indicated as the
goeond 1ittle hill, %o the left of the first revine beyond "8,

How far iz that from the point "B",
fix-tenths of a mile.

£tate whether or not sny more dead bodies were found in that immediate
vieinity. '

There wers not. Thet man wae alone.
How far from that point wes it till you found other dead bodles.

1 don't remeuber mow, 1 simply remember the prominent poiuts where
bodies were found,

Please deseribe with s& much particularity se you can, as to Ms jar Rsno's
position on the hill and that of his command., I went to get et the meture

of the position on the hill; whether the troops were together or separated,

As I eaid, vhen I got on the hill the troops were not in position. There
were certein sigme: for instence 1little holes with dirt thromm wp,
eracker boxes placed sroumd for protection. The troops were along on the
ridge. 1 waes told they hed boen moved., His position vas on top of the
bluff, and the holes were as if one compeny had oms point snd another
some other one.

Vol. 1. L. 13.

13




Qe

Aa

Ae

Ce

Ae
Qe
Ao

T

Ao

Ce
A

Ce

A,
Te

A

e

¥hat was the length of the position occupied by the troops should you
Judge.

On this map thet third line is an error: the one opposite "and™ in the
word command, Thie map was got up in such & hurry that it sscaped my
attention before I sent it on. I should think a gmarter of a mile wes
the whole length of the troops.

How fer was Major Reno's position on the hill to the Little 3ig Homn
River.

One third of a mile.

How far from his position on the hill to the point et the right of what
is marked ss Reno's skimish line.

Ons and two-tenths miles.

Vhat 18 the distanes from "C" to the croszsing, marked L$. Hodgson killed,

Nine tenths of a mile.

Please state the condition of Major Reno's commend at the time you
reeched them: whether exhausted or otherwise, and state any faets you
may know in regard to the condition of his commend, specinl or generel,
as they come under your observetion,

The two officers I saw firet were Lieuts, isllace and Here, they came
riding rapidly tossrds us, but did not appesr to be very much excited. Om
going upon the hill Gen., Terry and the rest of them rode up there were -
ghouts and there were enlisted men and also officers erying. That is
some hed tears rolling down their cheeks, and others showed it in their
voices. They were talking rapidly snd excitedly about the affair. I
stopped beck with the younger officers and Gen, Térry rode on to confer
with Major Reno and Gen, Gfbbon I think, and 1 did not see ¥ajor Remo
$till we had been there I think over am hour, At thet time he wes not at
all excited. I saw Col. Benteen and Hajor French and they appeared to de
perfectly calm und quiet,

Cuestions by Ma jor RenoOe
You ¢ame up on the morning of the 27th.
Yes air.

¥hat was the condition of the plain on the laft side of the Little 5ig
Born in regurd to being oceupied or mot by Indians.

There wore no Indisns there except some dead ones.
%ere eny lodges stending.
Omnly two, which had some desd in them. There were = few wickyupa.

I see on the plain on the left of the river certein figures represonting
Indisn lodges., Is thet representation correet as to the location of

the Indisn encampment.
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o sir, 1t was to give en ides of the campe It was not there vhen I
arrived, snd all the bottom waes strewn with meterial the Indisns hed left.

How clore to the depression opposite the point “C" did evidences of
Indian occupation extend.

Thet little space that is marked there is a position where we found
evidences of av old cemp, as if set spart from the main esmp, for some
particular chief, '

Wers there evidences of eny Indisn lodges in thet belt of woods you
have merked there.

Thet I don't remember; I think not.

Vas that space to the left of that depression, between that and ®e bluff,
entirely uncovered.by any evidences of Indian lodges.

I don't remember any indications of lodges except pots that were éropped
on the way as 1 judge.

Can you stsate positively that the Indisn lodges were confined on the left
of the river to that belt of timber.

Ko sir.

Do you or not know whether they did ot extend to the left for a comsider~
able distsnce between thet and the bluff,

Yoe sir, becsuse I sew firez and thelr wickyupse

Retween the timber snd the bluff you saw evidences of lodges.

Yes oir.

Cen you fix the poiﬁt in the timder where Najor Heno was with his commend.

No sir I eamnot. I simply put 1% down from information given me, and
I ean't say whether i% is correct or mot.

I wish to ascertsin what escouracy you attridbute $o it.

Thet is the point some officer seid the line wae thrown out, I don't
ranenbar who 1% uas.

Doss "C" correctly mark the extreme poimt resched by Mejor Reno end his
command.

That I dan't know: I put itthers from informetion furnished me.
o you know the pumber of men who accompenied kajor Heno meross the river,

The Bocorder objeeted to the question as irrelevent because the witnees

has stoted that he did not arrive there till after, and cen't know taat fact.

Major Reo replied: Ve shall not insiet on thas question if the Recorder

insists on his odjection, but it must be evident to the Court that this

'61‘ 1 » ’. 15.
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witness' testimony has bean to0 a large degree hearsay. Ve have mot objected,
end if the Recorder choomes to draw the line now we shall not insiet om the
question.

The Recorder seid: 1t is irrelevent snd encusbers the record.

The question was then withdrawn.

Ge I find @ dotted line from "C* %o a line on the bluff, marked Hemo's
skirmish line ~ what ic the length of that line.

A+ Eight-tenths of s mile.

Qe How many men, I ask you ae a soldier, wvould 1t take to cover s skirmish
line of that length, approximately ie all I expect you to answer.

Ae I don't even know what the intervels are. If you state the distance spart
he set his men I can tell,

Qe Uoss thet dotted line certainly indicate the lemgth of Major Reno's
skirmish line,

Ae Yo eir, I did not intend it to. 1 di4 not suppose the line would reach
acrose there vith the number of men he had.

Qe Does "C" eerteinly indicate the extreme point at which the skirmish line
comucnced . _

Ae I don't know. That is from information.

Qe You can't state from ywur owmn knowladge.

A, Ho sir.

Ce Uoes the dotted line indicate the direction of the line.
he TFrom information I received it doea,

Qe Fyom vhom did you reeeive that information,

A, Fypom some officer dosn thers in the fight. I eem't say who 1t wes,
Qe "A* indigetes the crossing of Major Reno.

Le Y.l“!o‘

Uid you fix the distence from ":™ %o "C".

1 a4d not,

give it ne indicated on the map.

gix tenths miles. ’
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Is the map correet in that reaspeet. Ves thet distanece messured eo that
you csn say it is correctly represented.

The man had orders to start sbove Maj. Femo's crossing keeping the course
of the river =nd pacing the distance, using the prismetic compass, and
taking shots to prominent pointe to take the intarsections.

¥ould that snoble s men t0 detemmine the dietance between "A"™ and "C" with
reasonsble accuracy.

Yes sir.

Yhat is the distance between "C" and the square depression in the timbdber.
One sixth of s mile.

At what point do you measure the width of that belt of tizber.

4t the point "C" slong thet 4otted line,

D4d you have thet timber measured »t cl), snd were those trees placed
acoording to actusl messursment, L ‘

In running = line of that kind the man who runs it runz along the river
and runs outside of the timbsr but of course he d41id mot locate each
tree. :

Did he loeate the river edge of the timber.

Teos asir.

Wnat 1s the charagter of the bank on the left side at the point "C*, es

o being high or low.
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1 don't renember.

That relation does it bear to the bank on the other aide: is it higher
or lower.

{ don't remember: I think it is about the some.

Then thes baske of the river on the left and right at the point "C" are
sbout even in height, according to your judgment.

I don’t know: I am looking et the mep, =nd knowing they are bottom lands
1 judge they sre sbout the same height.

Lid you see it yourself.
Ko air.

; have merks on the right hand of the river - do they repressnt timber.

17




Ge V¥hat is the cheracter of that timber.

Ae Cottonwood,

Ge "ma it the same in density.

Ae No sir,

fe Yas it much sparser,

A, Yes gir. _

Ge You saw that yourself.

As Yeos air,

Ge Tere any decd men found neur the point "B",

A, 1 think the first deed man wuas found on the second little platesu.

Qe 1 see dotted lines on the right side of the river: ¢&o they represent
the paths taken in recching X",

Ae They represent my ides of the paths taken on looking st the ground,

This map woa prepered for my own use to illustrate my report, and I never
expocted it to be used for anything else.

Ge Yas there a hemvy trail leading to "B".

Ae I was not over it.

Ge Were there heavy trails lesding to "D" from "B",

A+ Yes sir, and from "D" to "E".

Qe Did that treil commence at "3%,

A, The ground wes ell cut up by hoofs. My theory was that Gen. Custor went
to the ford end woe met there and driven back, end they separsuted into
two bodies to coneentrate on the hill at "', and I put those lines in
ne my idea of the route they took.

Ce Do you or mot know thet Capt. Benteen wes sent over thet ground to *B”
before you went over it,

Ae Yoo gir. 1 know he was sent 61‘: to the hill "E" to see who was there.
Qe Might not those marks have been made by Capt. Benteen end histroops.

ke Yes sir. \

Might na the marks from “B” have been made in the same way.

\; " Y*nr. L
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Did you exsmine between the dluff on the right hand side of the river

and the Jotted lines you made thers %o see whether there wers evidences
of a tnil.

Ko, I wes not there at all,

Did you pess over the ground yourself that ie representad on the =ap

- by the dotted lines.

Setween those two points, mo. I was all over the field to the laft.
¥as there a definite trail leading from "B" to "Hv,

It wee jJust 1like the others from "B" to "D" and "E".

Did you pass over thst part yourself.

Yes sir. That is about the same ss the other trails,

The trail wss such ce could have been made by & company of mounted mens
Yes sir. I suppose it could.

How soon aftsr you srrived et lajor Reno'e position on the hill before
you saw Hejor Reno himself,

It was at least an hour,
How was he Shem;,cool or. otherwise.
Ho was cool in ny judgment.

You speek of the poaition in which you found Mejor Heno when you csme on
the hill, Do you know what length of time he hed held that position.

I understood it wmas not the first position he hed assumed: that they had
chonged on the night of the 25th or 20th.

¥hat doss thet circular mark indicate.

That the troops were thrown around the crest of the hill sa 1 was told,
The position of the troops at what time.

¥hen they first went on the hill,

And ending when.

I think they changed position on the mnight of the 25th.

Ave you sure when they made the change. -

No sir, 1t 1= merely shat I wus told,

Your what you heapd people seye

Yee sir, reay avidence.

Vol. ‘n | -
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Guestions by the Reeorder.

Ctate whether or not that map or sketeh or whatever you call it in the
engineer's office vas made in your official capacity ss iagineer officer
of Gente Terry.

It was made in my officiel capacity.

State vhother in mesking maps 1t is required or expected that the engineer
of ficer himself shall see all the ground when he has men with him, or to
verify every meesurement.

Ho luo.

St¢ate vhethor you regurd this mop as showing the reletive position of the
troops, the village, the stresm and othar prominent points as resszonably
relisble.

I certainly do.

State vhem the dats wee gotten from which this mep was prepared.

On the afternoon of the 27th and a short time on the 28th.

Ctate whether on @wing over the ground on the right side of the river
in the vieinity of whore you found Gen, Custer's body and thet of the
men, you found =t any other point thom you have indiested, snything

showing & trail of a large body of troopse

Ky recollection is those lines were a little more distinet thaun sny other
lines on the ground, Ihe whole surfsce of the ground was covered with
marks of ponies and horses hoofs. From "D" to "E" bodiss were found
lying at intervele, and it wos my idea that Capte. Celhoun had stopped

at "D” and the other companies were from D" to "E" and that they had
formed some sort of a skirmish line.

Dié you find eny bodies at "D%

Yes gir, Calhoun nnd Crittenden end some men.

Questione by the Court.
State if the dotted lines ell indicate trails.

They indicate that. They are my idee that the troops moved in that way.
They are lines I put in myself explaining my report.

They do indieste practicabls country that troops cald have moved over,
all of them?

Yos eir.
I would 1ike to know the character of the river, as to its baing fordable

from "A" to lower pert of the Indian village.
I think the could be forded sll the wey fram *A" %0 where Najor Reno
erossed it. were mot regular fords but they could essily have been

made 80 by down the banks.




Ge Then below

A. My impressi
the bluffs

by cutting

that, how wes it.

or 12 above "B" the river was not fordable, that being where

coma close to the stream. It might have been made fordebls

down the banka.

Qe I understend you %o say at "5” is & dluff, Would mot that indicate that
the trail between i jor Remo's position snd "B* was not practiecable in

a line.

A« You misunderstand. It was a bluff just on the river and very narrow, and
sloped down greduslly to the rear. 7There wos & large ravine running

down theve

and they could emsily get down thet dotted lime., I thinmk

Col. Benteen went thers and Col, Filer said he went there with his troops.

Qe You mean the steep dluff iz only on the river sides

Ae Yes sir, it is o gradusl slope backs

Tuestions by Major Reno.

Ce That is the width of the river to the right of the poimt "C",

A« About 30 or 40 yards. The river varied alomg there from 0 %o 78

vards wide.

e What ms the general depth of those fords.

A. I think sbout to the stirrups of & horsenen if I remember right.

The witness then retired.

Then et 1:30 P.M. the Court adjourned to meet ot 1l. o'clock A. M.

to-morrow, Tednssdsy, January 15, 187%.

THIRD DAY

Chieago, Illinoie
fedneaday, Jany. 15, 1879,
11 o'clock A Me

The Court met pursusnt to odjournment.

"1. 1.’.’1.

Present =
Cols Jno H. King, 9th Infantry
Col, Vesley Herritt, 5th Cavalry.
Lt. Col. ¥, B, Royall, 3d Cavalry,
: Recorder
let Lisut. Josse M. Lee, Adjt. 9th Infty.



Ma jor Reno and his counsel were also present.

The proceedings of the last gession were reand, corrected and spproved.

~ 1st Lieut. Geo. D, ¥allsce, 7th Cavalry, being celled as & witness by

the Recorder, and being duly eworn to testify the truth, the whole truth and

nothing but the truth, testifies as follows:
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Questions by the Hecorder.

Gtate your name, rank, regiment, and where nrung?

George D. Yallace, last Liesut. 7%h Cavalry, now stationed st Fort ibrahem
Lineoln, bakota Territory.

v

Ctate what duty you were on on the 25%h and 2¢th days of Jume, 1876,
where and with what command you were serving.

I wae ceoting Enginecer officer with Gen., Custer's column, On the 25th
of June I was keeping the itinery of the trip.

Of what troops or compenies did the commsnd of Usn, Custer consist at
thet time, the 25%h of June 187€.

Of twelve companies of the 7th Cavslry - of the entire Hegiment.
Yas Mejor M. A, Heno in thet command: 4f eo in what capacity,
He wne there, ths recond in command,

Aghfnst whet enemy wne Gen, Custer's comm nd oper-ting.

The hostile Indi-ns under Sitting 3ull.

Yhen the twelve companies of the 7th Csvulry were together in one body
on the 25th dey of June, 1876, whot were the indientions, if any, of the
proximity of hostile Indiens,

211 signs, and the raports of our Indi-n Leouts indicated thet they
were within 20 or 25 miles of us.

Plasse state to the Court what disposition or separation, if eny, Gen.
Custer made of his command, prepsraotory to hie proposed sdvunce on the
hostile Indisn village: At shet time of day was it done, and in the
light of subsequent knowledge, “ow far was it from the Indisn village
that Cen, Custer sepsrated his command on that daye.

About & guartor aftor 12 o'clock the commend w.g halted; three compunies
wore given to Major Heno, three companies were given to Cspt. Senteenm,
and one compsny $o Cepte MeDougall, who wse pleced in charge of the pack
train, and Genersl Custer took the othsr five compsnies with him.

R4



Qe State if you kmow, what was the plan of sttack. ¥ho as subordineste
commanders were charged with itz execution, »n! especizlly what orders
or instructions were given to Major Reno by Gen. Custer at the time
the disposition or separation of the command wse first made for the
advance or atteck on the hostile Indian village.

Ae At the time of the divieion I don't know what orders were given. OCapte
Benteen with his battelion moved to the left, Gen. Custer moved dowm

the right bank of a little stresm with his commend snd Major Remo down
the left dank,

Ge Uhat was the effective force of esch of those differsnt columms, if you
know. Otate as nesr ss you cehs

Ae I can't give it securately. iajor Hemo’s was sbout 110 or 115 men includ- .
ing Indien Ceouts. Uapt. Benteen's was something larger, ss I think
the companies he hed were larger. Gen. Custer's force was somethifng
like 225.

Ce <“gseride as fully as you can the movenents of those different columms,

. with reference to the Little 5ig Horn River, with reference to easch othor,
vhether parallel or otherwise, whether moving in the direction the hostile
village was supposed %o be, whother in supporting distenee of asech other,
or any circumstance bdesring om this mstter which occurred prior, to your
knowledge, or that of the commmnd you wers with, «s t0 the exset loeation
of the Indisn village.

Ae Aftor Cepts Benteen sterted to the left, Gen. Custor and Major Heno moved
down this little stream, one on the right and the other on the left bsnk.
They were moving from 100 to 300 yarde apert owing to the nature of the
ground. After going ten or twelve miles lmjor lleno wes calied seross to
the sme cide of the stream on which Cen, Custor was moving., The two
battalions then moved slong paral el to sach other for some distmnce further.
¥e passed a teepse which had soue dend bodies in, and soon after passing
that the Ad jutent came t0 Mg jor He o0 and sald that the Indians were gbout
two miles and & half ahead, and Major Heno was oriered forwerd as fast
as he could go and to charge them and the others would support him,

Ge Thmt commnd were you with at that time.
A+ 1 wee ridigg near Major Heno and with his bsttalion.
Je That little stresm do you spesk of.

Ae It is u tridutsry of the Little Big Horn und runs into it a -u- or two
above where the villsge was located,

Le TWhen 4id¢ the column come within sight of the hostile village, snd where.
Ae The firet I saw of the villsge wus after ze vere dismmounted end were form=
ing the skirmish line. Others may have seen it before, but I did nos:

there was some timber between us and the village.

Ge f#ere the orders you speak of as heving been received by las jor Hemo to
charge the Indians the last order he received from Yen. Custer,

Ae That was the last 1 heard.

Vols 1, pe®3s
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When that order wes received was it promulgated to the command: Af so,
in vhat "aYe

I think it wes promulgated through e for Heno's Adjutent, I don't know
thet. I think so,

Fhere was Gen. Cyster's column at that time.

The two columns were miving parellel. ¥aj. Hero was riding nearly
opposite Gen. Custer, with some 1little spmce Detwesn them - some 25 to 50
yardis.

Gtate, 1T you know, the position of Capt. Hemteen's commsnd with reference
to that of Major Remo, st that time,

I don't know vhere 1t wee. "hen he went to the left it was over broken
ground and I lost zight of him.

State whother et that time, when la jor Heno received the command to charge
the Indisns, il vas expected or believed that cny command would in sny
way support him or co~operste with him in his movement, snd state sll

the facts within your knowledge bearing on that matter.

The ord.er waes ebout this: *The Indiecms are about two miles ond a half
ahead, on the Jwap, follow them as fast ss you ean, and churge them where~
aver you find them and we will support you." I think those were the wordas.

Are you posiiive of the worda.
The ters "we” I an not positive of.
Sgate Af 7o know when lMajor Remo's commend first saw the villege.

I dou't kmow that they suw it befors I did, for I eslled the sttention of
the picket lime to it st the time.

From the view you had of the hostile village as you bave testified to,
state what wes your opinion at that time ss to i%ts size in length and
width and the number of lodges it contained and its effective fighting
force. Ahd stets to what extent this estimete wao confirmed ir subse-
quant events or fucts brongln to yur knowledge.

The length and width of it I could not tell becsuse the timbar concealed
it. I know there were lots of them thers. The exact size at that time
I eould form no estimste of, but I saw plenty of Indiens.

ine there emnythirg occurred after thut rupon' which you eanm base an opinbn
as to the number of lodges in the villsge, either by golng over the field
or ths place where the village had been,

The village, ae passed over afterwards wes over three miles lomg, end
varying in wid¢h from a few hundred yards to balf a mile where the teepees
had stood,.

At the time ¥ajor Feno received the arder to charge the Indians, state

as nesr es you cam the number of effective nem under hies command, and what
was their condition in regard to efficiemcy, whether fresh, vigorous, {
eonfident of success, or otherwise.
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There were 22 Indien scouts and three companies of cavelry, averaging fram
35 to 40 men, They had been merching for three or four daye, making long
marches: they hed been up sll the night before and moved on thet morning

with 1ittle or no breakfust. The men were tired end the horses were worn
oute

You heve testified that Major deno received on the 25th of June an order
to charge the Indians. Flease begin at thet point and descridbe fully,
clearly and in detzil the movensnts of lajor Reno's command, the orders
given by him or executad under his direction and every circumstamce in
regard to his conduct as comander of the troops unier hime In Shis
comnaetion describe the charecter of the ground pessed over by his commsnd,
what stream or streams, if any, were crossed, what attack, if any, was
made by his commend, giving a full deseription of that atteck, including
the length of its duration, and in chort everything relating to uajor
Reno's conduct or thet of his comman® up to and including the 26th day
of June, 1876, that was brought to your kmowledgs. '

At the time the orier was given we were noving along the right bank of a
tributary which flows into the Little Big Horn. Ve moved ot a gellop.
After going some distence the trail led to the left and we recrossed the
little streem. After going & fow hundred yards farther we came t0 a ford
on the Little Big Horm that hnd boeen used by the Indisns, That was

sbout belly-deep to the horses, but 2 good croseing. After pasehg the
ford and going through some timber the comesnd was halted and reformed

ae they had scattored a little in epossing the stream. Companies A and

H wore formed in line and my compeny wes formed in line in the rear as a
reserve, snd the command moved forwerd, first in a $rot apd then in a
gallops The indians, when the order wns given, were apjarently rumning
from us, there was a big dust, Hut as we moved on the dust clecred away,
snd the Indiasns were ceen coming back, After mving some distance the
third company was brought to the leoft of the line, snd the command moved
in thet wey until near the timber. There the commani wes halted, the

men dismounted and prepared to fight om foot, the horses going in the
timber and the three companies then deployed as skimmishers with the rigis
in the timber and the loft extending towards the bluff. The sikirmish

line only took up a few hundred yards, The indians instead of pressing
our front passed sround to our left and opemed & flank fire. #hen we

went on the ekirmish line I for the first time saw the village, end the
indfans were thick in front and were passing to our loft and resr, After
beizg in line some tine it wes reported that the Indlans were coming on the
opposite side of the ersek and trying to get our horses. Company “G" was
thern tsken off the line and taken into the timder: what dleposition was
mede in there I only know from hearssy. I remsined on the picket line
$111 the ammunition was getting exhausted, and the indiane ware coming in
our rear snd on our left, amdé in front, snd the skirmish line had to fall
bsck into the timber., After baing there some timm the indiasne commenced
firing within 50 yards of us acroes the stresm ané in our reer in the
timber. There was no protection offered on that aide snd oo the other
there was & bank. After waiting there some time word was peassed down

that we would have to charge them. 'e were beoing rurrounied, no assistance
had come, and ve would have to get on higher ground where we would not be
gurrounded, and where we could defend ourselves better than we could there.
The compenies wers mounted und commenced getiing out. 1 belonged to Co.
»g*, had joined it there and had boen with it during a portion of the fight.

701. 1. Po”o
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I could not find the commsnding officer, Lisut. MeIntosh, and I mounted
what men I could find end started oute When I got out I ssw the troops
moving off, apparently in columns of four, st a gallope I followed =long,
with what men I could mount of "O" Cospuny. The commend moved, not back
on the track we came in on, but crossed the streem lower dowm, and were
making towards the bluff, The Indisns sere in the bottom and we were
riding through them, and as ve would ride slong they woulé eithsr fire or

ride along by the men end fire ai them. 4t the creek they halted and fired _

at tho men as they erosseds They onme Over with the resr of the columm,
and one or two men were killed there. I know they came over for there was
a corparel of my coampany followed one over and shot him, and s he ceme uUp
the hill he showed me his sealpe After getting on top of the hill the
command wee helted and preparations mede to give them a stand-off, Cfoonm
after thet it sse reported thet Uspt. Senteem wer coming up and we vere
joined by him. WUhat passed between him and Ma jor Heno I don't kmow. Ve
were out of smmunition, one company had seversl wounded, sad I eould fim
but seven men of my company. e waited there, I don't know axactly how

1 ng, for the pack train to come up, the dust from which we could see.
After 1t 416 coms up ammunition wae distriduted smd se attempted to move
on, but Cppts Moylan could not move Iis wounded, it took six men to

carry one, and the indisns were coming uy thicker and we were compslled
to £d 1 beck and took the position we occupled om the 25th and 28th. The
troops were sesigned positions and the horses were placed under ss good
cover as wa could get. luring the night of the 25%h the mem worked all
night. There were but three spades in the command, but with them and

tin cups, and other thinge, they seratched up scme little rifle pits. Om
the mworning of the 26th the Indisne opened on us by day-light and the
fire kept upr sll the morning. 4Tter 12 o'clock the fire wes not -0 heavy,
except from promiment points, sher: they locsted sherp-shootars. Some
time neer sunset we sew the Indien ville; e moving off,

How long mfter Major Femo received the order to charge the indians before
he effected a crossing of the Little Big Forn Fiver.

Moving et & gellop, I think we mede the zils and a half or tw miles in
ebout 15 minutes. ¢e were moving at en ordinery gallop.

stete whether any indisns opposed Ma jor Heno's epopsing.
Fo there 443 not. Ihat was two miles from where the fight commenced.

How for was the croseing from the neerest pert of the Indles village.

he 1% was Over two miles.

e Daseribs the chersetor of the ground from there to the Indian village, as
you observed it at the time or afterwerds. ‘

Ae It was @ broad dottam. After erossing the stream there was s belt of
timber; after thet it sas a broad, level prairie that had been covered
with gress, but it ws all esten Off by the ponies and the ground cut uwp
by their hoofs. It was similar to an ash-bed a mile or two wide to the
foot-hills and bey.nd that cems the bluff.
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Deseribe with particularity the menmer of the advance of Ma jor Remo's
command from the point of crossing towsrd the hostile village ond its

successive fometions, if any, and whether souuts or skirmishers were
thrown forwerd. -

After erossing the command wes halted for & minute or two, until they
eould olose up and formed in line, two companies in the first snd ome
company in the second line, with the Indien Lcouts under Lieuts. Varnum
and Fere, ahesd, There were %2 Scouts. They move! forward in line,

first on a trot and then on & gallop. The third company was brought up om

the left of the line and thoy moved on in thet way until they were dis-
mounted,

Vgseribe the course of the stream from the point of erossing to the
villege with reference %0 the line of advance of ¥ajor Reno's command,

The strenm was on our right and is very erooked, The genersl dirsction is
to the northeast. The stresm was turning on iteelf all the time. Our
course was sometimes on thes bank, and sometines eway from i{%, ss the
gtresm would wind eaway from our course.

How far was it from the point shere Major Remo's command crossed the stream
to where he sngaged the Indians. And state what imped iments there were,
if sny, %0 a repld odvance over the ground.

It was & good mile and three gusrters befors the first shot was fired, ani
two miles to the timber where he dismounted., The ground over which he
pessed was lovel and there were no obstacles in the way till the Indiam
cama there.

Yhen wes the first shot fired.

L mile end & helf or three cusrters from the crossing.

Hsd you seen sny Indisns up to that time.

Yes sir, I had seen lots of them.

How neer to the ville o was 1¢ thet la jor Reno's commsnd engaged the

{néiesns and how far from the stream wes it when the commani halted and
dismounted ss you have stated.

They helted probably 150 yards from the stream, but «fter halting and goiag

on the skirmish line they sdveneed to where the creek made & guick bend amd
the rizht wing wes resting on the top of the cut bank, with the creek -
delow., The village was across the bend, 75 or 100 yarde to the first
teepes, but on the seme side of the stream we were.

From the place he first helted the commend, nesr the t imber, how far was
the sdvenos you speak of mede.

After dimmounting from the horses, the skirmish line sdvanced jrobably
100 yards. The horses were sll in the timber and the line advenced, W th

the right resting on the timber, and the left out towards the bluff,

The distence of the advence was what.

Something like 100 yardse.
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State 17 you know at what hour of the day the engugement began,

I don't know accurately, though it wee sometime after half past two
o'cloek - from half past 2 to 3§ o'elock.

How do you fix that time,

I remember looking st my watch when Gen. Custer brought Major Reno's
battalion on the seme side of the 1ittls stream sith him. As we crossed
that 1ittle stream I took out uy watch and looked et its Thet wes before
we had the order to move forwsrd and charge, and it wes then ? o'eloek,
and estimsting the distunce we pussed over, I would scy it was after half
psst 7 when the fight commenced.

Ueseribe the charscter of the ground from Najor Heno's right, where he
first enguged the indians to the stream.

The timber in shich we concenled the horses was in the old bed of the
stream, rether in e orescent shape: beyond that wes an Open space, not
as high a2 1t we on our side of the timbers After §) yards furtier on
was the stream, winding slong this low bottom.

State whether or not lajor Hemo ordered hie commmnd %o chorge the enemy,
when i% wes within engsging distence, or did he at any time then and there
give such an order, snd if so wms it obeyed.

The commmud "eharge"! was not given. %e were moving st & gallop till we
halted.

Had the command engsged any indiens before it halted.

Ve had been fired upon, and were being fired upon whem we halted, dut hed
not returned the fire.

State vhether sny charge was made or order ziven?

Other than that, thers was not, »
Leseribe the pround immedistely in fromt of Major Heno's command where he
first ongaged the Indians.

In frost of the right wing was a loup or bend of the little 3ig Hora: to
the left was an open preirie: in front of that saose few hunired yards ve
eould gee & rsvine, but the nature or size of it we could not tell at that
time, but eoming out of that ravine we could see plenty of indiense

State as neer ss you cen wint nusber of indisns first engaged Msjor Heno's
commsnd et that place, and state whether during the progress of the
engegement st that place, there wis any increase or deeresss in the number
of indians engaged; ond state wint movements if any were made by the
Indians with refercnce to “ajor Hemo's command st that place.

¥hen we halted ond went on the skirmish line, there were same tvo or thres
hundred indiens there, end they imeressed from Shat time till we got
out of the bhottom, :

¥het movements, if any, did the indiens make.

Vole 1, De2S5,
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They were fighting in vegular indien style, riding up and down: some

few on foot, and soms few on the hills to the left passing around and
coming in on our resr, filling the whole speee in our rear, a mile or

two, with scattored indiems riding sbout, Not & #0lid mass, but riding
eround, yelling snd hooting and those within renge were shooting. Kot
many of them were standing still, but they seamed to be riding around, and
whenovar they got an opportunity they would shoot. '

£%ats if you can, from whet you saw, when the hostile village first becams
eware of the approsch of Major Beno's commnd, end stete if you esn at
whet point la Jor Remo's commmnd wns discovered by the indisns, =nd give

the Teets upon which this opinion is based.

Ky opinion is they knew from the time we laft the mouth of the Hosebud,
on the 224 of June, what we were doing and exsetly which way we were
movinge Our scouts saw their scouts that morming wotehing us and saw
them riding back into the village. They knew of our approsch and were
ready to receive us. Afitor we avssed the stream end moved towerds the
villege their running was only a shem. They ren in and ss we moved wp
thay came back to meet us.

Anewer the cuestion as to when, 1n your opinion, they firet discovered
Major Reno's command: when you came down the hill before corseing the
river, or after you erossed the river.

They probably did notice that till after we crossed the ereek, but they
wore Tully avare the command wes coming: they could see the dust for miles.

¥hat portion of Major Heno's commend wes engaged with the indians st the
plece he first met them as you have deseribed.

Compsnice "8", "G" and "M¥", 7th Cevalry.
How many men were engeged in the fighting.

After comiting the Indisn scouts there were just three-fourths of the
balance., One fourth were horse holders,

Where wes Major Reno and what wec he doing, and shat orders 14 he give
during the progress of thet eungsgoment at that place.

After dlsmounting and puttimg the men on the skirmish line I saw Hajor
Reno go back with Lisut., Melntosh when h went back with “O" company

to guard the horses, snd I did not see him again till the line was drivem
into the timber. I could ot see him then for the brush, but I heand

his order ;iven when we were getiing ready to chsrge. Exactly vhat the
orders were 1 don't know, but I heard his volce snd knew it was Ve jor Remo.

How 1omg 414 the engagement last at thet plece from ite commencement $411
the command left there.

I easn only form an sstimste of it.

Give your opinion end the facts upom wh ich you base it ez near s@ you Cthe
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A+ 1 would say it wae something like three-quarters of sn hour. The
fects are the time oceupled in mounting ené dismounting end forming the

skirmish line, the uwsing up of the ammunition the men expended, nmnd
averything of thet kind,

Ge “tate vhother the ammunition used up that you refer to wos the ammunition

the men haé sbout their persons or =11 the amsumition in Major Remo's
command, '

A. 1 rafer %o all they hod on their persons and whet they had &rawn from -
their saddle-bags.

Qe .‘:’tntp if eny remained in the seddle-bags of any of the men in question.
Ae 4s I 41d not inspeet I don't know. I guess there was soms left.
Ge Up to the time Major Heno's comeand left thet place to go back to the

position on the hill, stote if yo: know how meny of his commend had boen
killed or disabled,

Ae I saw two snd heard of one othere One of them I thought wes killed or
rathor he appesred to be dying, snd the other was shot through the bdowels.

Ge Deseribe to the Court if you know what were the direct couses that led
to Mo jor Reno's command quitting thet position,

'.1 \

ey

Ae The direct causes I think were we were surrounded, end in a bad position i |
to defend ourselves, end we were going %o get on higher ground, 1

Ce You say adout the time you left there something was said or an order was
passed domn about a cherge going to do mede.

£, Yes sir. .
G« OState mwhet charge was made, if zny, and in whst direction.

Ae In petting out of there we had to go through the Indians. There was dut
one wey to get through, and that was to charge tShrough.

e
Qe Ctate if you krow, how near the commani ceme to any indisns in coming ou$,
end in whet numbers: or whether they remained at s distanes snd shot into
the commend or met the advance as they started to come out,

Ae As I rodes out of the woodes coming back the indiane wers scattered sll
over the country. They appesred to me as thigk oe trees in anm apple or-
cherd or thicker., The men were moving in column of fours, snd se they
would come ur to the indieanms the indisne would give way snd let them puss
through snd then fire on them. After the men pussed through, if they saw
that & man was not using his pietol they would ride eloze to him and fire.
I know I Tound ome within ten feet of me. They would ride along with the
men and shoot at them. :

Ge Leaeribe the cheracter of the cherge ss you term it when you left the time
ber. Lsseribe the formtion and shape the commsnd wes in snd all the
eircunstances comnected with the going beek fvom thet point in the timber
to the eroasing. :
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‘I did not ses the firet formation. First I tried to find Lieut. Melntosh,
but I could not and I took command of the compeny myself and started out.
ihen 1 got out what I had of my company I saw the other two companies
moving at a gallop. It looked like they were moving in column of fours,

in a gollops Some of the men passed my compahy and joined the other
companies,

fiere there any number of indians directly between you and the two
ecompanies moving out.

No air, but there were plenty on my right.

I wish you to state, in your opinion, from your knowledge of the facts
you have testified to, whether or not that commend, in moving out with

the Indiens es thick as you have deseribed, it was in danger of being
ovarwhelmed.

I hed no such idea at the time. If they had closed in there were plenty
of them thare to have made ghort work of use I had no fear of it then.

Etate if there wes any order given st that plece to g0 back or to get
out of there, and if g0 state in what terus it was given ané how it wes
comzmuniented to the command.

The word wmes passed down that we were going to charge them: whera or how
I d4id not know. ] ]

In whieh direction was that charge in referance to the Indisn village,
towards it or from it.

Fyrom it.

Gtate if you know vhether any point war designeated for the command to
retrest to: 4if go whet polint, when snd by whom designated and wle ther
or not the troops retrsated to that pointe.

I don't know,

“tate ms mear as you csm how far wee the point on the hill to which M jor
Reno's comssnd went on that day, from the place where hiz commsnd first
angeged the Indians, according to the route of the retreat passed over by
the commnnd. s

I never messured 1t: I guess it wes & half or 3/4 of a mile. That is
merely sn estimate.

State 1f you know how long it took the troope under Majar Reno's commemd
$0 resch that point sfter coming out of the timber.

I don't know that,
Sgete your juigment or opinion from any circumstsnces or feets.

Estimating that distence it could mot have been over 15 minutes.

ihers was Ye jor Remo during that retreat, what was he dolng, and what
orders if any d1d he give during its progress.

Tols 1,pe81.
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I did not se0 him and don't knowe I did not see him till after we
erossed the eresk, end halted to form on the hill,

“$ate sny circumstences within your knowledge comnected with that retreat
which may tend to show its true cherector, and throw light on the donéuct
of Major Heno,

I think I hove snswered about a1l I know sbout it.

How fer was it from the point from wvhemte the Petreat begen to the point
where Major Seno's command erossed the river in the retrest.

Over half a mils,
“hat was the cherscter of the ground passed over.

T11l we reached the creek it wes level except one wash-out or kind of flst
ravine,

Leseribe the stresm where Major Heno's commend erossed it in hs retrest
as t0 the height of the banke, the depth of the water end the practicabdbility
of erossing. !

The stream at that point wes about 25 feet wide, and sbout belly-deep toa
horze. The bonk on the eide on which we approsched it was 4 or 5 feot
high; on the other side the bank wns higher - probably 8 feet, There was
& narrov place to get upon the opposite side, and the men caming in us
they did on one side they did not get out as fest se they got in.

How long did it teke the commend to get over from the time the head of the
comesand crossed till the resr of ths commmnd got over. That is, how much
time wus consumed in erossing.

|

It must have been from & to 5 minutes.

Deseribe the point to which Major Hemo's commsni retrected; how far from
the stream, how fsr from the hostile village snd what was its edaptability
as & Gefennidle position. LVeseribe the topography of the coumtry around it.

It was nearly a quartar of & miles from the stream, end wes approsched over
s very broken country ~ what is known thore as the dad landes Thore

bad lands extended slong that pert of the bsnk. They were high, probsbly
100 fest above the water, On the top it was rather rolling. ibout e
hundred yards beyond wes a revine sloping off some distence with = hill
beyond ite On our right there were two or three points e 1little higher
than that we had, on ths othar gide there was none.

L¢ate whether there wes any point on the left bank of the stream -~ the sme
side on which Major Heno's command first engaged the Indiena - which, in
your orinfos as e military van could have been occupled by lia jor Reno's
commend for defense or sttsek: if so describe such point or place with
refarence to the position occupied by lajor Reno's command when he first
engnged the Indisns before the retrest begsn, end state fully the facts
upon whieh your opinion is based; showing either the precticsdility or
impracticability of iajor Reno's getting to or oceupying such point or
place for defense ageinet the Indians or from whence to sttack them.
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Ae There wos no place I would have teken on the left bank for there wes &
vide bottam and nfier eroseing that there is s benmeh end the country
slopes baek graduslly for 0 miles $o the Big Horn Mountains, It wassa
sloping country whers if he had taken any position the Indisns coudd
have taken a position above m the slope. .On the other side the hille

were high ond broken, indieating it to de a better position to set whore
you could defend yourself.

Ce Deseridbe the character of the timbered ground in the vieinity of Major
Reno's command with reference to the position of that camesnd when it
firet engaged the Indians, end with reference to the stream om the right,
and etate vhether or not that timber could have been ocoupied by Major
Reno's command for the purposes of ‘defense or stteck, and vhether or not

it would have subserved such purpose: giving in full the faets in mprort
of your opinion,

Ae That timber grew on what wes once the bed of the Little Big Horn “iver,
end the timber was young. There were ro trees as large as a man's body,
and it wes “illed with a thick undergrowth. The body of timber was crescent
shaped on & bank 4 or 5 feet high: on the other =ide it wes level from
the bank to whet was then the bad of the streem. Thet plece of woods
was not over 25 yards wide, and in there there was nothing to sfford
protection as s pert of Indians on the szide on +hich the ereek was could
fire directly in it though the bank would efford s little protection. I
don't think it would have subserved the purpose, and I don't think we
could hsve remained there and defended ourselves.

Le OState whether there wes & plateau or bottom came to the edge of the
timber.

Ae The bottom on which we spproached caus to the edge, then dropped off 4
or § feet down to where the timber wes growing.

Qe Jtate what examingtion you mmde of thet timber.

Ae 1 passed through it once or twice was all.

Qe FHow do you mean through it.

A, Aoross it snd dlagonally across it - not through the lemgth of it
Qe At how many points 4i@ you pass through 1it.

Ae At two different points,.

L. Lgseride that stretch of timber with reference to the loestion of t e
villege.

4. One end of that creseent-sheped pilece of timber run up o within prodadly
100 yards of the village. The othor extended from 1t rather in the
shape of a quagrant. ,

Qe & nion as a mili officer when liajor Hemo's cammend hed
7 m&m"fg villsge, hﬂ:::, the streen Mﬂzn bis commend ‘and

the villege, whether his command, from the position thus telemn, was ina
situstion to thresten the villege or meke sny diversion against the hostile
Indisns in support of sny other sttscking columm, and stete fully the
grounds for such opinion. -
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No sir. It was seleeted more with refercuce %o self-deTense I think.
Stete whem you last saw Gen, Custer or he colusm.

foon after the order was ziven to move forwerd. IHe was moving to our
right s e moved off at & gallop. He was moving et & slow Srot. I
d41d not see him sgain: I supposed he was following.

Bearing in mind the location of the hostile villoge and the course Gem.
Custer's column was taking when you last saw it, and comnscting these

fects with the time that hoad elapsed shen Major Hemo first engaged the
Indisns, stute your omn or the genaral balief as to the point Gen. Custer's
column heé renched with reference to the hostile villece by the time

¥ajor Reno Tiret engsged the hostile Indians. :

He must have been to our right and rear.

S¢nte whether or not you exumined at any time the course or route Gens
Cuater had taken when he wes in the immediste vicinity of the hostile
village, and state how nesr his truil ceme to the point to which Major
Reno retrested on the right bank of the stream, and deseridbe Uen, Custer's
route with reference to thet point, the hostile village and the stream
intervening, end stete what developments if any came under your cbserve-
tion as to the fate of Gen. Custer and his commend,

I don't know exactly where hs trail passed, dbut suppose it massed near
where we took our stond, On the 26th of June when we moved out to bury
the desd I wes told we followed the tresil Gem, Custer took to the village,
but have sinez been told by others that we 4id note Ve moved dowm %0 &
point on the Little 3ig Horn same two miles and & half probably below

'{

whers we hod made our stand, then moved beek uwp on a hill om the bank of - |

e lsrge revine. After going sbout two or three hundred yards we found
the first men that was killed. Then on some distence Zuther we found
others. JFrom that on they were zcattored all over the country for

perhape a square mile,

Please describe the charscter of the stream from Major Reno's erossing om
the retreat to the hill doen to near the pobdt where you found the first
dead man. Deseribe it with reference to the benks om esither side, with
reference to timber and grass.

"here s jor Reno crossed there was s bluff, the streas twisting snd turn~
inge Then going down in a direct line sbout & quarter of & mile it csme
into the bluff sgain. There the bluff was steeps It then followed the
bluff down to whare we supposed Uene Custor had tried to eross. There

@ ravine csme in, the hills were low and there was o passege but the bank
on the opposite side appeared to be miry.

Desaribe the pessege of the stream there, os $0 whether it had the eppesr
ance of being a ford.

It had sll the sppesrsnces of a ford on our side - on the side we approsched

it. There were pony tracks by the hundred vhen they ceme in to the
streem, dbut I saw no place on the other side where they went out. The
stresm was not over two feet deep snd the bottom was apparently sandy or
grevelly. On the other side there wape grass growing along the stream
nnﬁnhuathnawnthiumﬂuthmrﬂtmxsmtham
gide. Thether it was a ford or not I don't know. It hed not been used @
great deal but there had besn some horses seross it. -
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%e In spesking of the bluff, which bank do you refer to.

Ae To the right bdank.

Ce Are thers bluffe on the other side or cut banks on $hat side.

ke In seversl places there were. Where our skirmish line rested there wae
8 bank probdebly 8 feet high where the strean made o loup, running in omd
out sgaing At other places the stresm wes not fordable. At some places
the banks were miry snd stesp But not cuts Then sgein there would be
places whore -you could ride into the weter where the stream would have a
rocky bottom: then it would be deepe The stresm iteelf was very crookeds

Qe Vhere vere the first evidences on what you state sppesred to be Cen,
Custer's route or treil showing thet his commend had been engaged with
fndians or hed been attacked by Indians. <eseribe those evidences fully.
Hajor Heno objected to the question snd saeid: Yesterday the Court

announced its intention of going into this entire mmtter. And now for the

purpose of meking that ruling 2 little more definite we raise the objection.

1% muat be evident to the court that the setivities of Major Reno during the

entire engagement were confined within e very limited section of coumtry. ¥e

cams hare to meet that issue. Je or Reno feels that he can present his case

to the eourt without reference to the sction of sny other seetion of that

comsend, dut if it is the wish of the court thet the entire cempeignshall be -
inquired into we can only say we are desircus the inouiry shall be full am
saple, and 4t ie only for the purpose of having the ruling of yesterday made
more definite that this objeetion is mude.

The Recorder replied: I have ssked questions to elicit eall the facts,
bearing upon the conduet of Najor lemo as the commander of troops there thet
deye And while I do mnot derire to go imto mtters occurring before June 25th
st411 I think 1t i¢ plein that the fate of Gens Custer is conneeted with Vaja
Heno's command in some wey or others !a is cherged with Talling to go to the
relief of Gen, Custer. %hat should be inguired into, XNajor Reno, bdeing the
senior officer left iu the comuand, and mking his offieial repors, all his
relations to that battle should be inguired into and the fects sought to be
elicited by this gquestion ought to be brought out in order that Mejor Remo
mey be fully vinéicated or condemmed, whichever turn the matter may tukes

Yol 1,Pe35e

33



The Cowrt was then clesred snd elosed, and after meture unﬁnna
wes redpened. Major Heno and his counsel being present, and the deeision
5f the Court wes anunounced by the Hacorder, thet the inguiry shall be genersl’
in regerd to the facts that trenspired on the 25th and 26th dsye of June,
1876, in regard to the entire command, consisting of the 7th U. &, Cavalry.

Ae I t0ld you sbout our following his supposed treil down to the Little
Big Horne There or nesr there was s grey horge: then back almost on &
line perpepdicular to the creek, two or three hundred yards, wos s dead
man on the top of 2 hill, his body filled with arrows. Then to the
left or rather down the ereek from that poist there were found some of th
men. Further on they became thicker %11l we erossed over two revines,
thon we found more men ard horses, $ill ve came epparently to where the
last stand had been made; there were the killed in a kind of eircls
the bodiss lying around thick,

Qe State the churncter of the evidences in regerd to Shas matter, ss to
whother it was the sppeerance of 2 rumning fight or of a command retreat-
ing and fighting at i:tervala, ' k

Ae 1 think it gove evidences of both retreating end fighting st intervals
end & running fight. They were evidently retreating all the time.

e How far was that point whare you ser the firet evidences of on engsge-
ment that you refer to from lajor Remo's position on the hill,

A« It must heve been in the neighborhood of three miles.

Ge How do you estimste the distence, by the route or on & straight line,
A. By the route we followed.

G, Then stste sbout how fer it sss in a straight line.

L. About two miles and a half.

{. Usseribe the charscter of the grouné between those two points - the
topography of the country, whether slevated or otherwise.

A. It was brokem. <Some high points sloping into revines, snd then rising
into another hill, then another ravine. The couniry wes rough ané brokem

Qe hst ws: the spproximate elevesion of those points in refe-ence to the
elovation of the position oceupied by ¥ajor Feno's comuand.

i. They were about as high where we first found evidences. The first horse
mdmunnmarmluudua-nunnnntnuhukortht
the first man was founds

Qe Between ths place whers yom sew $he first evidences and iajor Reno's
position how was tho elevstion ss compered with Mgjor Remo's position.

A. They were higher - seversl points were highers
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Trom the pleee where Jou state it appeared that Cen. cistn mst have

gone down 0 the river how far was it to vhere the last of the dead
bodies were found,

Somewhere in the meighborhood of a mile. I do mot go over it ine
straight 1ine s0 I have not o very good idea of the distanee,

Deseribe the topography of the ground on the line of vhat sppesred $o be
Geit. Custer's retreat, taking it from the place whore you saw the first
ovidences of fighting and following 1% ell the vay through, refreshing
Jour memory fram any memorendum or date you heve. '

I have 1o map of the field snd there le nothing 1 could use except the mgp
of Lieut, Haguire. ¥here we found the first horse wes @ ravine, meking
2 little velley running into the river. On a knoll wmes the first msn,
and then another revine rumning into the rirst revine, then om 2 ridge
snd over 10 a second ridge. It was on this second ridge the last stend
was nades There was one revine rumning in = southesstern dirsetion the
side of it forming = ridge in one direction then striking emother in
front of the position there wes s second ravine rumping into the river,
back of thet snother revine rumning in another 2irection, making Uen.
Custer's last stand on & "I ghaped ridge. It wes not the highest point,
thore wos & higher poini between it and the river and bsck of that shout
200 yards was a still higher ridge.

“hat horse was it you found,
1t was & Covernment gray horse.

Belonging to vwhat regiment.

The 7th Cevalry, but wshether & trumpeter's horse or belonging to the
gray compeny I don't know,

Ltate whethar or not & column of the size of Gen. Custer's caman at
the point you have described where the svidencs: of righting occurred,
ecould have been seen or the sound of firing heard at the point oeccupied
by Hajor Reno's commend on the hill, end state the feects in support

of your opinion in thet matter,

The comwand could not be seen owing to the interveming points. "hether
the firins could be heard I don't know. I did not heer any, though
others will testify they did. I heard seattering shots in the dottom on
the left, no heavy firing., It was dommn apperently in the village.
%hether the Indians were firing for thealr own emusement or not I don't
know, It 4id not sound like fighting.

Considering the time that had elapsed from the final separation of Gen.
Custer's comaend preperatory to the atlack, up %o the time iis jor Heno

had tzken possession of the hill, smnd teking that time and all the eir-
cumstonces into consideration, state from your own view of the field of
battls, either st that time or subsequently, state where Gen. Custer's
column must have been when iajor Reno first oecupied thet hill, In anewer
to the question state fully the facts upen which your opinion as s
military man is based.
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3y the time we got back to the top of the hill, he must have been engsged
somewhere beyond the point where we found the first desd mam, or in thet
vieinity, He must heve been fighting et the time. Thet is my orn privete
opinion: I can't give emy faets in support of it. '

“tate to the Court whethor any reinforcements reached Major Feno after his
engagement with the Indisms: when, shers, ond how meny, and under what
commnding officer or immediste commamder.

Soon after teking position on the hill Cepte Benteen with three companies
cama upe.

Any others.

After some time Capte KeDougall with "B Compeny and the poek trein cemewu pe
inat wos the effective force of these reinforcements.

I dn't know exactly, but Capt, Seasteen must have hed about 120 men. OCugd . .
lelougzall's compeny probably numbered probe ly 45 or 50: and w«ith the.
paek troin were tem men from esch of the elevem other companies.

Capte. MeDougnll's company inecluding the pack truin numbered how many.

FProbebly 140 or 145 men: I don't know positively. It is simply em
estimate,

State if you saw them come ine
1 did, but did not count them.
After such $roops united with Mejor Hemo's command, who cammanded the 'Mo. '
iajor Eenoe

How long was after ¥e jor Heno's comuend hed taken position on the hill
t111 Capte Benteen arrived and how long till Cept. NeDougall arrived.

I don't fiink it wes mors then tem minutes till Capt. Denteen came uwpe IS
was well on t0 an hour before the pack train csme in.

From the time Mg jor Hemo took position on the hill deseribe the chearacter
of the engngement, if any, which there ensued =s t0 number of Indisns and
severity of fighting on thet day, the 25th day of June 1870.

yhen we first occupled the position the Indisns commenced firing on use
They were coming bnck from vhat proved to be Gen. Custer®s battlsfield.
They csme up and occupied seversl of the high points thet were down the
river from us, others pessed sround smnd took position on our right, rether
up the stream, on a little knoll. In front of our position was & long
ridge, ond they occupied that snd poured in a heevy fire till derk came
on: it was olmost & continuous roar of firing. Sometimes there would be
a 1ittle lull end then they would commsnce with a volley.

Uas there sny dscreese in the number of Indisns that w le jor Reno's
comaand on the hill that dey: if so stste approximately what decresse,
at whet time and how long after lajor Heno had token his position on the
nilil.
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Soon after Capt. Senteen come up, while waiting for the pack train most
of the Indians left the bottom we osme from, some of them ocoupying the
points betwsen us and where Yem. Uuster's fight took place, the '
remainder went hack into the villege. There was & high hill whieh com=
ceuled the upper part of the village from us. After going into Ge
village they crossed over and engaged in the fight with Jen. Custer, but
we eould not see them erossing on mccount of the high ground, ie cod d
only see the upper end of the village from our position.

“tate approximetely how meny Indians continued to ongege Us jor feno's
commend after the withdrawsl of & portion of them as you have testified.

Fhile we were waiting for the paok trein no meterial engagement wes going
on: we were waitiang for the train %o coms with the smmunition and there
ware only = few seattering shots fired: mno heavy firing.

State whather or mot, if you kmow, Capts Benteen's commend hed been

"engeged with Indians up to that time.

I don't know that it had: I know thare were 10 casualities in his
comaand et the time he joined us.

“here was Major Heno and what was he dolng and what oxders 212 he cive,
if eny, from the time his commend took position on the hill up to the
close of that dey the 20th day of Juue, 1876,

1 saw ¥s jor Heno several times. I sew him go t0 the ford where we
erossed to see Liesut, Hodgson's body or do samething with it. 1 saw
him come back. : saw him when w=e attempted %o move on after getting in
s mupply of ssmunition. ihat orders he gove I don't know. 1 314 not
hear any.

After Yajor Reno's camend had taken its porition on the hill, state
whether there was sny solicitude or uneasiness on the part of that command
or eny portion of it as to Gemersl Custer's wl-? and If so state the
peture of such solicitude or uneasiness,

There wes no uncasiness whatever: I hesrd s great denl of swearing sbout
Gen. Custer running off and leaving us.

¥ss sny sdvence, recomoisance or sortie umde by the troops under Najor
Heno's comannd on that day, the 75th dey of June, 1876, if 20 in what
direction and for what purpose.

I saw Capt, Vier's compeny move out in the direction which proved to be
towards Gen, Custer's battlefield, snd sfter the ammumnition wae dis~
tributed, the entirs commend wus moved in that direction,

Do you know why that movement was mado.

We were going to find out where Uen. Custer had gone %o, I went toa
point where I could see where Gen. Custer's battle took plsee, Indians
wers 1l over the country but no firing was going ons There wes no
particulsr disturbence - all was quiet. Capt. Moylan was unable to keep
up with bie wounded, end the Indians were coming baek with a heavy force,
and eg he could -ot kmupvi&upht to go back %0 him,

L]
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How soon after ¥ajor Reno took position on the hill wma G‘-pt. vier gent
forward,

I don't know how long after: 1% was before the pack train came in.

Can you stute approximately.

Ko eir. ;4
“tste shether or not Capt. %ier's command returned snd whenm. : é‘&
1 nz not sure, but I think we met his compeny es the other part of the I'

comasnd moved outs I dom't know whether he had got back before we moved

out or nots I think he was very near where we storted fram where we
moved out towards him, ’

“hat time in the day was it vhon the commsnd returned to its orizinal
poaition, e near as you oam state it.

It waps somewhere sbout betdeen 5 and € o'clock.

“tate as near as you eam whet had bheen the casualties smong tho troops

_ under the command of Major leno at the elose of the 25th dey of June 1876,

and what effective foree had he when night came oOne

I con only give you those of the three companies in the bottm. I know
there wos one man of Capte “ier's compeny wvounded snd left by him in his
advance, Two men of "E" company were killed: the first sergeant was
killed within & fev yerds of me. Of Capt. Benteen's compsny seversl were
wounded and one or two killed. Of the compenies in the Nncuou lost

5 one lost 17 &nd the other 12 killed.

Up to the close of that day those were the easualties ss you remerber thes,

Yes sir that is as near as I remember them of the three compeniss in
the bottom. Then the othsr companies lost some,

Now you have stated Ih-n«othtmhuoftnmuthnmuhn
la jor Aeno first engeged the Indians end hsard of one other. Now stete
if you krnow, what were the casualties in ¥ jor Aeno's command in going
from that place to the position on the hill,

1 hsve the total killed in ths bottom. 7Those I sew ¢nn bs deducted. Coe
man lost O killed end S wounded: Coe "0" 1l killed; Coe "N" 8 killed
and two wounded.

Do those pertain to lajor Reno's commend, going from the first position
back to the position on the hill, .

Prineipally.

You heve teetified thet at o certein time on the sfterncom of that dey
s decrease or spperent withdrawsl of a portion of the Indisns who were
attacking ¥ajor Reno's position on the hill took place.

LY

Yos 8ire.
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Now state whether there was subsequently on that aﬂm any muth
inerease in the number of Indiens engaging Major Reno's commund.

Thera was.

~tate thelr number as near as you can thet engsged him thut evening and
the approximate inerease.

That I esn't state scourately, for one moment you see sn Indian and the
next you don'te I can only ostimete them from the nusber of shotes fir
There were s good =any Indians = n good meny more than we had men,

There must have been one or two thousaend, judging by the ground oceupi
and the mumber of shots fired.

Do you refer to those one or two thousand ss the inereases

Yes sir, they were incressed fully that for at one time there were but few
Indiena on the ground we had left. Aps we moved forwerd se found Indiens
between us and vhere Ugn. Custor had fallens

That tine of day was the increase.

%o 2ot back bedween O and 6 o'clock: 1% must have commenced sbod 5
o'clocke They did not bother us much till we started forward, then they
commenced their second attieck on us, and took up every piece of ground
that would give them s position to shoot fram.

“tate from what you saw at the time and what subsequently came to your
knowlsadge, whether the same Indians thet cmd e jor Hano nﬁmﬂn
on that dey slso Bngaged Ben. Custer's commend, or yice verss, and &tate
in full what are the evidences that such was the case.

I realiy don's knows They left us and probably went there and took part
in that fight, dbut they had men encugh $o hsve fought both commends;
thet I have learned from the Indians since, After the fight with Gen.
Custer wac over, I have no doubt there were plenty of Indiena that wore
angaged in it came back and engeged us. The Indians all left our fronmt
after ve left the bottom, and evidently went in that direetion, but
whether they took part in the Tight or not; I don't knowe They wend up
in thet direction and came back with the others. ’

Fpom the timo Major Heno's commend took position on the hill till dark of
that day the 25th of June, 1876, state whet kind of weather prewailed,
whother clesr or cloudy, cslm or windy, end if windy whet wes its itencity
or degree snd in vhat direetion with referaence to Masjor Ruo'a command, end
that of Uen. Custer as aftersards ascortained by you.

As to the wind I don't know: there wee not much wind if any, I think
it was rather cloudy. I remember seeing the sun go down as a red bdall,
That ia sbout the only fact that impressed itself on my mind; and I imow
the next dey was cloudy and rainy.

Deseribe fully and cleerly the comdition of Wajor Heno's comsmend om
the night of the 25th of Jume, 1876, in rogud to its efficiency and state
the causes therefor, if anye
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A+ Theve were severnl wounded; I don't kmow the sxeet number: otherwise
the command wes in good shape. The men were tired snd hungry snd needed
water, but they worked the whole might through im digging little rifle
pits, end worked willingly, as I heard mo grumbling.

Ce “tate whether any messurements vere made after the dattle of the Little
Big Horn, with reference to that battle: 1f so whes, for what object,
by whom made end the result of such measurement,

Ae Tersomally I domn't kuows I think there were some odometer memsurements

made by Liesut. Maguire. ifter the fight I was appointed regimentsl

Adjutent end had nothing more to do with meking the survey. I had all I
eould attend to as A4 jutunt.

Then at = o'clock, ",M, the court adjourned to meet »t 1l o'clock
Adlle to-morrow, Thursday, Jamumry 16, 1876,

IR DAY
Chiecago, Illinotis,
Thureday, Jeny. 16, 1870.
11 o'clock 4.0
The Court met pursuant to sdjournment,
Fregent -
Col. John H. Xing, 9th Infantry
Coles Yesley Merritt, 5th Cawslry
Lt=Col, ¥. 5. Poyell, 34 Cavelry.
- Recorder
lst Lieout. Jesee M. Lee, Adjt. 28h Infantry.

Major Reno and hie counsel were also present.

The proceedinge of the last sasesion, as far as copled, were resd end
approved.

s jor Reno then suggested %o the cours that it would de in the interest
of truth and justice for the court t0 remove the restriction imposed on the
newspaper reporters ut the first dey's niahn. and permit them to toke full
" notes of the procesdings of the court.

Thersupon by direction of t e court the iecorder snnounced that the
reparters would be permitted to take notes of the proceed ings.

Ma jor feno then proceeded to the eross exsminetion of the witmess Lisute
¥allage ns follows: =

a2
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At what time was the 7th Regiment broken into battalions.
Shortly efter 12 o'elock on the 26th of June.

Sefore thet time whet had boen the organization of the regiment.
They moved e one betialion, you may sey under Cen. Custer,

Shat position d1d Major Hemo occupy at thet time,

He simply moved as the second in commend.

Had he eny speeific command.

No sir.

Had he to your knowledge eny definite inetruetions from his commend ing
officer.

No air. I heard Hajor Heno say the duy he left that he was & irected to
perform the duties of Lieutensnt Colonel.

It was after 12 o'clock on the £5th ghat the division of the command wmas
made into = battelions.

Yoo sir,
Under whose commend were the differemt battalione plseed,

One was placed under command of lafor Nemo, one under command of Cept.
Senteen and the other was taken by Gen. Custer.

hat were the pumbers and letters of the compenies under Caept. Zenteen.
cwls 'D'_', "K* and "BV,

That were those under ajor Heno.

Companies A", “G" and “N",

And the balance were under Lt, Col. Custor.

There were five compsnies with Cen. Custer: Compenies =C%, "E", "§%,
*I* and “L",

That was the number of men under liajor Hemo,

It did not exesed 110 or 115 including Seouts.

How meny were under Lt. Col. Custer.

About 225,

How many were under Capt. Senteen.

Those 1 only estimmte ez something larger then Major feno's.

#ith respect to that tributary creek where waa tln command at the time
it wees broken into battulions.
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“s were on the western side or slope just befors the 1ittls revime
commences running in thet forms the ereek.

You had not resched the areek.

No sir; we were on that side of the divide but not %0 where there was =
creck.

U4d you hesr the orlers given %o Capte Senteen at the time the division
was made,

Ko sir.

“hat action 418 Capt, Benteen take.

He took hie battalion and woved to the lefs,

To what dietance d1d he move in that direction.

Ee continued woving the last I saw of him.

fhen wae the lest you saw of him before meeting him in the afternoon.

A hal? or three guarters of a mile t¢ the left he passed over s hill out
of sight,.

%han d4id you afterwards see him,
After me retreated from the bottom,

¥es mu.' to your knowledge, any snnouncemsnt made to Najor Heno with
regard to o jumetion with Capt. Benteen.

Not that I know of.

ias there sny plsn thet you know of, for the reuniting of the 4if ferent
battalions at sny given point,

¥ons that I sver heard of.

After Uppte Senteen disappesred with his three companies what did Hajor
Reno and Lieut-Col, Custer do.

They moved dow: the little stresm, Jen. Custerom the right and Ngj or Kemo
on the left. '

In that position towards seeh other how fer did they move down that little
stream,

They sust heve moved from § to 12 miles.

Then what happened. _

ia jor Aeno wes celled meross to the sems ide om vhieh Gen, Custer was
moving, end the two battelions moved elong in parallel columme some
distance. _

How 414 Lt. Col, Custer eall him there.
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He motioned him over, and I think afterwards en order came. I kuow a
sigual was made with Me hat to him,

ks ‘or Heno erossed then with his three compenies.
Yes sir,

Uid the command of Lt. Col. Custer halt while tajor Seno was cpossing
tha ereek.

No I dan®t think 1t 81d. I e mot surs. I don’t remember that they halted,

Can you fix it this way: At what part of the columm of Lt. Col. Custer
did ¥a jor Reno strike as he crossed with his three campanies.

The heads of the two columms came togethor,

“ge thers any communication et that time between Lt, Col. Custer end
¥ajor Heno that you saw,

Hone that I saw,

14 thoy continue marching.

They moved in parallel columms,

The entire command wes them on the right d.ao of the creek.

Y‘. air.

How long did they continue moving im that way,
They muet have moved near a mile.
¥hore were you with respret to iajor Reno at that time.

I wee riding to the left of his od jutent snd his sdjutant wes riding to
the 1laft of Major Renoe

The Adjutent was bstween you and ke jor Reno.

Yes air,

Who wes his Ad jutant,

Liout. Hodgason.

After they moved thst mile what heppemed, if anything.

Lisut. Cook, the Ad jutsnt of the Hegiment, ceme from Uen. Custer to Major
Reno, end g»1d to him the Indiane are about two miles end & half sheed,

they are on the jump: go forwerd as fust as you think proper, and charge
them wherever you find them and he will support you,

You stated yesterday in your axaminetion in chief you had some doubte as
$0 the statement then made: was that doudt as %0 sny other portion
then the word “we".

My mind is not exactly clesr: I know he was $o be supported.

Yole 1, pedSe - 45



Ae

Qe

Ao

L

e

Ao

Qe

A

Ae

¥as 1t vhether 1t was "we” or "I" that you were in doudt,

No: the idjutant would not use the temm "we” or "1*. That is he was
not apt t0 do so: he wes speaking for someons else.

Your doudbt was ms to what promoun wes used to represent Lt. Col. Custer,
Yes sir: I understood that Gen, Custer wes to support hiwm,

“as thet the first order you heard givem to ‘Mejor Heno after the division
of the regiment into battalions.

Yes sir, 1t wms the only one I heerd givene.

iAfter thet order was received how long 414 you continue with iigj or Reno
toward the ford,

I continued with him till after we eroessed.

If there had been snother order sent to him Mﬂn.m t he received
::: one you speak of, snd the erossing of She ford would/B0t have heard
Yes sir, I would be very likely to have heard it.

Did you hear any,

Ko sir.

After thst wéar we received what 4id Najor Heno dﬁ.

He moved off at & gellop.

For whet distance.

T411 we cume to the croseing of the Little Eig Horm, there they had to
come to s walk and the horses sesitered.

After they crossed the stream what followed.

The command passed throﬁgh e little belt of timber snd helted end clomed
up the wln.mummutgthommtwrMhnm

I wish %0 sek you ss an officer of esvalry whether, if e body of ecavalry
iz sdvencing towerds e tream at a rapid geit it i not slweys thrown into
soma little disorder snd need sole 1ittle reorganizing on the opposite
gside of the streanm.

Yos sir: I paver ssw it fafl.
The d4sorder on croszing a streanm is no evidence of demorslization”
1% #ill always cceur in spite of anmy precautions I ever sew,

At the time the hslt wne made on the farther side of the river ® you know
shother Major Heno semt back mny messenger to Lt Col. Custer. :

IO.I“M.
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J¢ Did you know two men named Mellargy and Mitchell.

Ae I knew Molllargy and hed heard of Mitchell.

Qs U1d you aver see those men after the command ecroesed m river,
As Bo air, I don't remesber seeing them.

Qe 1f those men hed parished or either of them had been killed by Imli.
in that hottom wun you not have been lisbls to know it.

Ae Yes sir,

Ge If they had besn killed at eny other time while under the cummand of
Mas jor Ssmo would mot your duties huve sequainted you with that feet.

Ae Yoo sir.
Le Did you over see either of those men after.
Ao Ho pir. :

“e How far from Me jor feno were you at the time he passed out of the water
on the opposite bank. . '

be 1 don't remember nows Ais I passed out I turned %0 the left znd halted
and filled my canteen with water.

Ge The left looked up the river,
Ae Yes aire
s You d4id that while s jor Heno passed on.

A« Yoa sir: I lmev there would be a halt to cloee up and I Sook advantsge
of 1% to fill =y canteen,

7

Qe Spesking of the msmmer in which the cavelry wms ermed &t that time; did
they have asbres.

hhdrthmnamtanmhmm.

Qe 4@ they have revolvers.

As Yes e#ir.

¢. How many esriridges did & cevsdrymsn have for his revolver.

i. They usually have their revolvers losded =nd emough %o losd them twice
more - 12 additional rounds.

e Did they have that number of rounds that day.
Ae 1 den't kvow thet they had.

2« 4After & cavelrymen expends the esrtridges from his revolver his revolver
is useless,

“

A, Yes sir.
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They were armed with carbdines.
Yon sir.

How many eartridges did they have for their curbines. ¥
“hey were supposed to have 50 on their bodies and 50 in thelr saddle-begse
After Mujor Feno reformed the compsnise what followed. I wish ym to
speak in conneetion with this mep of Lieut, Meguire's. Considering the
commend now at “"A™ what wes done: first spenk of the arrey in which the
command was placed, =nd then what followed,

“hen we erossed at “A" the command wss moving iz columm of twos - the

usual order of movimg over s rough country. 4fter passing serass they
were forme! in column of fourss 1hat was in the timber; ez they passed

on the open prairie compenies "A" end "M" wsre formed loft fromt, into
line. They formed in fromt, snd "C" company formed & line im the rear.
iho comnanded Co, "A™,

Capte Hoylen.

¥ho commended Co. "0%.

Lisut. HeIntosh.

¥ho commanded Coe “i",

Uspte ¥pench.

ihat followed them,

They forsed in line as they sere moving. After forming they n;ul ina
trot for some distance end then in a gallop. 4s they moved in a gallop
the Adjutant cume to "O" compeny and they had to incresse their geit amd
form on the left of the line, foming a line of three companiss, 00,"G"
on the extreme left. We moved on in that order till we reached the woods

I want to go baek: do you or mnot renember whether you were secompanied
to the ford by the id jutant, Lieut. Cook and Capt. Leough.

They started on »ith ue. I saw them and heerd them te lking as ‘we rode
s longe

1 speak of that vericd of time when Yajor Femo started to obey the order
of Lt. Col, Cuater to croszs the stream.

That is shat 1 mean. They were with us when we etorted from Cen. Custer,
and vere with us vhen we e¢rogzed beck to the left of the little stream
which runs into the Little 5ig Horm. I thought st the time thet they went
into the fight with us, ¥hen they Surned back I don't know,

Did you see them after the fight till you found their desé bodies.

1 dié not.

If they had conmtinued with you of course they would not have been where
they were founde.

Fo eire
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After the three companies were formed in line what haprened.

They moved on st & gallop till we approsched the »00ds snd the command
prepere to Tight on foot wes given, when they dismounted, loaving ths
horse-holders mounted.

"hat was the character of the men of that cammand - were they all prectical
horsemene

Ko eir.
“ere they all men loog in the sarvice.

Some had been in for three or four years: others two yeers, and in "G

. eompsny, of which I was then °d Lisutemant, we received 20 new recruits

a2 we passed through Ut. Peul in the latter part of April.

Yere not some of the enlisted men indifferent horsemen.

Many of them never wmere on & horse till they entered on that cempaign.
To ym know in point of faet, whather during that gallop after the "
companies formed a comtinuoue line some of the new reeruits hed lost, to
some oxtent, the command over their horses.

I know how it was in my om company: I hsd s good deal of trouble in
keeping them streight there.

A% what point was éajor Feno when you halted.

He wes in front of the line: rather in fromt or right of the eenter.
that waz dome vhen you halted.

The commend wae dismounted and deployed =s a skirmish line.

ihat woe done with the horses.

Taken by the horse-holders into the timber.

¥hat portion of the men aet as horse-holders.

The gompenies sre counted off im sets of four, and No. 4 Of cach set is &
horse holder. L

Then one=fourth of the command is employed in that service.
Yes sire.

At the time yu halted, and indeed before you halted what number of
Indiens hed been seen by yourself.

1 will have to estimats, Thers were something over 200,

Stnte if there were evidences, by the dust or otherwise farther down the
valley, of & lsrge body of men in motion in your direction,

There was & hesvy dust in that direction.

'01. l. PQ"‘
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Ce D1¢ that indicate the presence of men riding toward you.
L« It indicated the presence of mounted mem.

Ge Then you crossed the river the opder under which la jor leno scted was
predieated om two things: first, wos 1t not that the eneay wore fleeing?

-he :‘:tjna what 1 understood from the order - the Indisns were shead, on
ump,.

Ge 4nd next thet the entire commnd would fllow and support you.

Ae Yas oir.

Qe That was the smy you understood the order.

Ae Yeou sir,

Ce Fae not that the understanding of the order by every other officer.
Ae It was with those I talked with after and during the fight.

Ge After you dismounted and the horses were semt to the timber the skirmish
line was formed,

Ao Yes sir, g

Qe Doess this dotted line on the map represent the position and angle correcetly.
A, No sir. .
e ¥hat should de represented on the map.’

Ae I can't represent it here, tho mep is not correct: it does not represent
the ground,

Ce How would you represent the skimmish line.

A, By cutting off sbout three-fourths of it.

Qe Vas the angle at the time such a® ie represented there.

Ae The left wes farther to the fromt: more towards the village.
Qe You say ¥a jor Reno hed sbout 110 or 115 men.

Ae Yes sir.

Ue %hat wac the distance between the men on the skirmish line.
i, Five yarde is supposed to de the interval.

Ge Lstimating the number of mem and the distance what was the length of the
gkirmish lines

A« Ee probably hed 70 or 75 men on the skirmish line.
Qe What distenee would thet cover.

A, If he had 75 mem there would be 74 intervals of 5 yards each.

50
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Qe Then at the time the dismount was mede Indians hed already been seen
in numbers from 200 to 300, snd there were indieations of a larger, can
1 say a much larger body at the upper end.

A_; Yes sir.
e When was the first shot fired by the Indians,

Ae &fter we had move! down sbout a mile and & half or a mile and three-
quarters,

Ge Sefore or after you dismounted.

As Before,

e ;ht-mtlulnum doing at the time you dismounted -~ were they stand-
Tng #4111 or moving.

Ae Riding in rogular indien order end firing.

Qs Moving in what direction.

As Apround to our left and rear.

Q.‘ Uoes that take them between yourself and the ford.
A, Yes sir, the ford we crossed first.

Qe That was the position and conduct of the Indiane at the time you dis-
mounted.

Ae Yoo sir.

Ge After the skirmish line was formed what followed.

Ae They comtinued to pour sround, their mumbers incremsed slightly in front.
They were not standing still, they were riding ell the time, firing es
they wode, end were passing on the bluff or rather slope on our left out
of range.

G. What was the skirmish line doing st thet time.

A. They sdvanced til the ri;ht struck the loup of the etresm snd then halted.

Ge A% what part of that map do you indicate that luup.

As Bglow the point "C".

Q. Then the position of the right of the column at the time you mow spesk of
© was lower than "C".

A. Yes sir.

Go When that part of the commend reached that poimt whet wes come with the
skirmish line.

Ae It halted.

Ge %hat was done then.

4. Theywere firing sll that time.
Yol. 1.?.510 51
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Did they remain in position.

They did %111 the left wms compellsd to fall back, Shenthe entire line
had to retire to the woods.

A% that point or a 1little before thet time the $roops were sctually en-
gaged in fighting.

Yes sir they fired on us before we dismounted. ‘

¥het was Major Reno dolng at that time if anything.

After he had seen the men in line, he took Co. "G" into the ‘woods, end
I only know from hearsay that we wemt to thet point of the woods nearsst
the village. I dom't know whether to make e sally into the villmge or
nots I know he went there with thst one company.

fhat officer of Co. "G% sccompaniod him,

Lieut, Melntosh.

He wae killed.

Yes sir, on the retreat from the bottom.

D1d you sse Major Reno at the time he took Co. "0".

Yes sir I saw him go buck into the woods.

That was his eonduct as an officer in respect to judgment and coursge
&t thet time,

All that you could expect from any one.

Up to that time how does the dispositian of the forces and tho handling
of them meet your judgnent az a soldier.

I dan't think they could have been handled any better.

After Major Heno returned from his exomination at the aige of the timber
what tock place.

It wust have beoen soon after his return the charge was ordered.
pid you hear the oxder givem.

I heard the word pessed down from man to men that they were going to

cha rge.

With respect to the firing of the troops: I wamt it not for the informa-
tion of the Court, dut to complete the record. ¥hat is the practice of

goldiers engsged in battle with Indiams in position as those now ocoupy
with respect to volley firing.

I never hesrd of anye
fould not the firing be by cach man.
Zach men loads snd fires at will, and selects his own objeet to fire at.
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Is that the usual practice.

Yor sir,

Uan such practice followed by thet command.

Yes it was individusl firing entirely. It starts out as file firing but
during the fight cach man fires when he gets a good chance without refer-
ence to any body on the right or left. '
Had the troops beem firing frequently or note

Yes sir, very frequently. The difficulty wae to prevent them firing too
mch,

Yo you know what smount of emmunition had been used by the men - the
average smount of ammunition.

I know that their w'm. of armumition were pretty well used up, for
one compeny h-d to withdraw pert of their =men to get smmunition from the
saddle-bags. p

How long had you been in the timber at that time.

They had to withdraw to get emmmition befor: the line was drawn in.
Uuring vhat time were the 50 rounds used by the troops.

That is & herd question to anawer.

tas 1t & helf or three querters of an hour.

%e were in the bottom mbout three guarters of an hour, and sbout two-
thirds of that time we wer- om the line.

It would requireless then three-cusrters of an hour to use that mueh
smunit on.

It @14 not require it, but sbout thet much time was ocecupied in using i,

Was there other emsunition within reach of ths troops om that side of the
river.

Yo sire

You say as you went back the Indisns rode up and fired om the cavalrymen
who wers not using their ;jistols: what ws the resson the men did mt
use their pistolse.

rrobably they had fired the six rounds.
4nd their pistols were empty.

Yes eir.

Before Major Neno retired from the timber, shet was the position of the
Indisns on the left slde of you.

They were all sround us.
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Fere they between the ford "i" end yourselves.

Yor sir thoy were at the ford "A" long before the line was drewn into
th. '“..

In any considerable susbers, just defore retiring.
Yes sir, lote of them.

How were they on the opposite side of the river.

They were moving down there in large numbers.

Uere they in the timber itself, opposite whers the commsnd was.
Some few were - they were getting im there,

Yo you remember heving had a conversation with Capt, Moylan while im the
timber, with refersnce to sending some person baek to communicate with
1t. Col, Cyster.

It was not in the timber, it was on the line soon after the line advenced
0 where it halted. I them for the first time saw the village, and looke
ing bsek I 414 not cee Uen, Custer coming. The first officer 1 met wes

Capte Moylan, and I said to him the village was there and asked him if

we could not communicate with Cene Custer. There was a half-breed ceout
thers by the name of Jackson, snd we asked him 1f he eould not go back,

He waived his hend to the rear and seid there were t00 many of them for

one man 0 go through. 7That was the first time I had seen the Indiuns

in our rear.

Up to that time you expected Lt. Col. Custer and his men to support you.
Yes sir.

Having in view the position and number of the Indians end the condition
in which the troopes were then under iajor Hemo, and their number, whet

in your juigment, was the correctness of the order he gave, to move to

higher ground on the opposite side of the river.

I think 1t was sbout the only tiuing he could have done under the eircun-
stnnoes.

You werc asked yesterday sbout the casualties the commend received om
the way from the timber to the hill top on the opposite side of the river.
That in your judgment would have been the casueliles of the command if

thoy had rensined in the timber. |
Yajor Reno and every msn with him would have beaykilled.
That 18 your judguent.

Yo sire

Nas that your judgnent at the time.

1 2id not think so much sbout being killed: I thought it wae s pretty good
ides to f,b out of thera.
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Then the plam: of ajor Reno in retreating from the timber at that time
meats your approval.

Yes sir,

Has time end reflection confirmed you in that seme view.
Yos sir,

I ask your opinion as a soldier: when en officer is sent with s part of
@ command to attack a fleeing ememy, end he finds that instead o the
enemy being in flight they are sdvaneing in considersble numbers to

a::ck hinm, is 1t not a mtter of discretion with him what shell be his
¢ uct.

I should think so.

“hen sn officer is in charge of men, end is in & position which in his
Judgment is not propar for Gefsnse, and hes to be abandoned for one more
suitable for defense, is it mot within his diseretion to roturn to the
other position.

It is hig duty as sn officer to do wso.

Vns it his duty es sn officer to wait till a considersble part of his
command was killed before he ventured to make the move.

Ko sir: 4t wae his duty to tuke eore of his command.

If Major Reno was satisfied that the timber could not be held sgainst
the Indiena end & more advantageous position eould de teken on the bvluff
on the opposite side of the river, was it not his duty as an officer to
20 there. :

I think s0.

¥het was Major Reno's conduet with regerd to jJudgment and diserstion in
the timber, as for as you saw it.

I think it was good, the only way in which it could have been carried aut
vhat was his behavior with respsct to coumsge. |

I eould not find eny feult - 1 think 1t was good.

Did you see any avidence whetever of feer on his part during that time.

None whatever.

Then the movement from the timber to the heights on the opposite side of
the river met your spprovel as & soldier.

Yes sir.

And still weets it.

Yes air.

The commend was passed to charge beek to the river,
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Yoa sir.

Do you know who gave that commend .
It must have originated with Major Reno.
01 1t get t5 you in thedrdinary way.

Under the circumstences it d4d: there wes not time to send an orderly
¥ith 1%, end the order was passed down the line.

Thet was tha sey you received it.

Yes sir.

In what order d1d the foree returm to the river?

That I can't say accurately: I think it wae Co."A" them "M thenm "G",
Fhere was ajor Reno in reference to the commend, :

He must have been at the head of the columm - I 41d not see Mim.
After the comsiand resched the river, whet took place: they passed through

what kind of s country.

Tho}turnd the point of a ridge and up & very steep hill through the
bad lands to the top of the ridge.

They resched that point whieh is marked on the map with eircular 1ines?
They stopped about where the dotted line ends. |

How many men had been killed snd wounded in the bottom during that retreat.
Thers were about 25 killed and 7 wounded in the dottonm,

How many in the timber. |

1 don't know oaly by hearsay. I sas two and heard of one in the timber
and thers were ome or two wounded in theve that I heard officers speak of.

Uo you kunow shether at the time or bafore the time iis jor Heno decided to
leave the timber there wes firing from the opponite side of the river
from the bage of the foot hills or bluffs. -

Hot from the base of the bluffs: there wae firing from the opposite bank
of the stream, They fired into my company s I started to move ous, =nd
they had been firing before thats

Do you know whethor before retiring, the Indians hed cammenced to cross
from the other side of the river to the side on which you were,

They were coming, mot from the timber, but scross this bottom, There s
timber indiecated om the tap, but there is no timber Shere,

They were crossing the river to your right.

Yos sir. ’
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nx'a:mrurouln, the period of time whem you made the firet ford
at "A": the time you remehed the timber and the time you reached the
hill on which you made your final stand.

I can simply give the time indieated by my own watchs It was probably say
20 minutes ofter two when we ercssed the creek first. I did not take
much over ten minutes to get to the timber - say half past 2. Ifwe

were there 45 minutes, it would be a quarter cfter three or spproximstely
that time when we got on top of the hill or helf pust three taking the
time 1%t would take to get back to the hill.

A guarter after 3.

Well, say helf-pest 3. There would be teking the time to go across the
creek and up the hill,

Vhen you resched the top of the hill, whet did the commend do.

It halted end dismounted, eand the first thing dons was to gat the
compenies together, orgsnize them, and them they had to count off sgain
end dismount #0 as to make another stand.

Were there Indisns on the hill-tops aeross thu-é before you made the
erossing.

Yes, sir; it bas always been my impresesion thet Lieut. Hodgson wae
killed from a shot fired from the bluffe. Dr. DeWolf was killed by the
Indians on that side,

¥hat was done with thae command when you ware on the top of the hill;
what disposition was made of 1it.

They were first dismounted and deployed on the crest of the bluff, and
then mounted snd moved back and ebout this time word cmme that Capts
Benteen was coming.

Who geve the order under which this disposition of the troops wes mde.
1t must have been made by Major Heno.

Did you see ia jor Meno at the time.

1 was not close to him, but I saw him there.

Did you at that time see amy indicstion of fesr or timidity on his part.
Kons.

¥hat judgeent did you form of the correctness of the disposition of the
troops st that periodl YWas 1t proper or notl

I think it wes.

Cepts Benteen was seen 10 be advancings In what portion of the country
was he sean to be coming?

He wss very closc $0 us at that time. He was not coming over the trail
we had coms om, but he had diverged to the right, and wes coming up therse.

How for distent was he from you when ym sew him caming!
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Hot over one or two hundred yerds - rising the hill,
Was he in advanee of his commend)

I can’t snsver thet; I don't know. He wss not very fer in advaneceof it
sEnyway.

Bo you know where the pack trein was et that tm.)

It must have been three miles in the resr,

Could you see ltl

1 saw the dust.

But you couldn't distinguish 1%,

I knew what it was. \

ut you could mot distinguish, by your eye sight, what it wae.

Ko, sir; but I could see sbout whore it wss by the dust.

Do you know whether ¥ajor Reuo rode forward to meet Benteen.

Yes, sir; 1 think he did.

Do you know whether he st once returned to the commend.

I think they ceme beck together, but I am not positive sbout that.

The troops, you seid, had reanched a point whare they stood in & ravine,
Do you know whether the Indismns were at the mouth of thst ravine; efter
you had come out, snd uhnmunmthotepofmul%r. do you know
whether the Indiane were ot the mouth of the ravine below,

Yes, sir; they did come acroes below. )
there wes Lieut, Hodgson ki1led]

He wae killed sbout 50 yards after he had cpossed the stream.

On the upper bank!

On the bank to which we had retired.

On the upper huk.?

Yes, sir; where the bluffe were.

Do ym know vhether any effort was made to recover the valuables from
his person, end, if g5, who made that sffort)

Major Reno wemnt dowm there with a perty.
D14 he lead them himselfl
He went with them.

He was chief in commsnd, of course, /°° Lre
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Yes gir.

Vhet was the number of the men whom he took with himl -

I don't think it was more than three or four.

ire you accurate us %o thet number,

Ko sir.

¥ho was with him as s noncommissioned officer, if you remember. °
Thet I don't know,

Do you remember whether the welusblee were rocovered from the person
of Lieut, Hodgsoni

Somo. of #hém were. I know I Neerd Ma jor Reno spesk of getting his ring.
At that timel

I think thet was the time. I think his watch was not obtsined, beesuse
it hed been Jerked out of his pocket before iejor Heno got down there.

But other things were recovered.
‘.I. sir,

After Umjor Reno returned from the water's or from the place where
Lieut, Hodgson's bdody wae found, what d4id he do

Thet I dan't know.

If Maj. Heno at that time had been shaking with fear, do you suppose,
s & soldier, thet he would have taken those men end gome back to the
ravine through vhich he hed just comel ,
I don't think he would.

Vas it necess:ry for him to do @0 if he had not wanted to do sof

No; he could have sent some one.

After ho returned, whet took place them in respect to the union of your
battalion with the bsttalion under Cspt. Bemteen.

1 don't know. I didn't recaeive sny orders, and 1 was not elose enough;
his companies came up there and wepe for & tine halted there.

There 314 he take his positionl

It wae rather on the left of the poeition, I think, vhich we then occupied.

lover down the river]
Speaking with regard to the river, it wes up the river.

True: I hed forgotten the direetion of the stream. At that time, how
many dead men were there in the commend. How neny wen had you lost by
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%e had lost h-tr-m killed, seven wounded, and Ur. DeWolf and one
scout end sn interpreter.

Fhere were the wounded men?

They were there with us.

They hed not been abendoned?

No, sir.

How long after Capt. Semteen csme up did the peck~trs in come up?
It must heve been an hour.

that wee done by Waj. Reno and the officers und men under him, if anythirg,
until the packetrain csme up? If sny order wes given to any company,
state what it wes?

I can't sy in regord to orders. 1 was not with lnj. Reno and didn‘t
hear vhat orders were given, “ut I sew one compeny move Oute.

“hat company was that?

Thet was D company, under Capte Veir.

In what direction did it move?

It moved down the stream from the position we ocoupied.

In the direction in which Custer snd his nen vere sfterward found?
Yes, sir.

How long efter "eno and hie wmem reached the top of the bluffs, did Cspt,
Veir move out with his coapany?

That, 1 don't remember. 1 cem’t state, for I don't recollset.
Could you to your own satisfaction give any kind of an estim te?
No, eir.

During the time that M= !, Heuo wes there, and befor- Capte ¥elr movedout,
what kind of firing did you hear in the direction in which Custer wes
afterwerd found?

‘ell, in that direction I didn't heer sny. 1 heard some firing to the left,

Was it volley-firing, or firing such as would indieats that there was &
general fight going on?

¥o, sir, it wes not even whet you would enll sharp firing « It sas o few
shots - scettering.

During the time that the paci=trein wes coming up, whet ettentior, if amy,
was paid to the rounded?

There wee some watar obtsined, and they were /iven wnters I don't kmow
whather the doetor gave them eny medical attention or note
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(s Vere sny preparstions mede t0 corry them with their command in case
the command should go forward?

A« Nothing, only the eompeny commander took off some seddle-blenkets and

leid the wounded men on them, and sssigned six men to esrry each wounded
nan.

(+ Then every one of these wounded men required the attention of six men
while the ecolumn was in motion?

Ae Yes, sir; at lesst, six, and they couldn't carry them fer at = time,.
e« There were seven wounded mem st that time?
As Zibout thet number « five or seven.

“e Then you ganmot place the time when Csyte Welr moved out, with respect to
the time when lMa j. Heno came to the top of the heighte?

A+ Fo, sir; 1t wee csome little time after Copt. Welir moved.

(e How long after Capts. Welr moved out &1d the pack-train come up?
Ae Well, I think the train came up soon aftor he started.

‘e Yhat wes done when that ceme up?

A« Thers was one mule loaded with ammmition ~ end the boxes were cut open
end the ammunition distributed to the com:enies. :

s« To those men who had been in the timber?

A. To the three companies thet hed come out,

e That was then done?

Ae Then the companies were mounted, and we started on.

Ce In what direction?

Ae In the direction thet U, company had started in down the ereek.

Ls At whose orders?

is DBy ¥aj. Reno's orders.

G, Then the entire command started in the direction that m D had gone?

Ae Yes, sir.

le And Compsmy D had gone, 50 far sz you could fudge, by laj. Hemo's orders?

Ae I suppose 80.

le What was done with the wounded when the march wes coumonced?

Ae Capt. Moylsn had to full to the rear, end he tried to carry them along.
Ha d4dn't get very fur, though, until he found he was being leoft behind,

and he semt word to see whether he could get sseistance from Capt.lieDougsll-
he sent word that he couldn't go eny farther. ' +
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Up %o this time, had thore been amy commmication whatever between Gen.
Custer's command and this?

None that I have over heard of.

Hed any communication been received by Naj. Reno or any officer under hia,
as %0 where Custer wea, up to that time?

mmﬂhtmndbmullbutmnldththlhdmtu
WaY.

To whom was the trumpeter sent?

To Capt. Benteen.

Thet trumpeter's neme wae Martin, I believe?

Yes, sir.

Then was the last time that you saw Gen. Custer and his column?
z‘om after the order was givem to laj. Heno to move M.
Before you crossed the rivar to go to the timber?

Yes, sir., /s we were noving down the Indians were in ouwr front snd I was
looking thet wmay.

then the command moved out in the direction in which Cepts Welir hed been
gsent, whet was the order of the march?

His compeny, I think, wee stil] ahead, and then companies E and K came
next, snd after that, I am pot positive what the omler was.

vhere was ¥ajs; Reno in respect to that?
He wae ahead.

lLeading 1t?

Yes, sire

How far 4id the commmnd move?

I don't think we got more then a mile~ thet is, I dam't think the b-l
of the column got more then a mile.

That part of the column where ianj. Heno was?

I suppose he wens there; he wasn't in the rear.
In what part were you?

I was toward the rear.

¥ith company G, I believe?

Yes, sir; 1 hed geven men of compuny C.
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Indumnlnnomtoatopummr
I thought at the time it was beesuse Capt. Moylsn could not kesp up and
bring his wounded along, but heavy firing had commsnced in front with D

That wse in edvance?

Yos, sir; end I wes then assigned to & position on the right on s high
point, end from there I could ses all over whore Custer's battle hed
occurred, and there were lots of Indisns there riding sround guietly, mo
firing, going on. They seemed to be moving back our waye
In large numbers?

Yes, sir, the whole field seemed to be woving toward us.
Then you heard the firing of the compeny under Capte leir?
I“. lil‘-

“hat did that compeny do?

They dismounted and fought for awhile, and then roved back to where Capte
Hoylan was.

Do you krow what order, if mny, Lieut. Hare, the scting ad jutant of the
comsand aftor Lieut. Hodgson, had been killed, gaeve t0 Capte Selr?

No, sir. 1 didn't see him start.

Uo you kmow what report he mde to ¥aj. He o after the command hed ad-
vanced sbout a mile, or what order he had given to Capte ¥elr upon his
own responsibility?

Ko, sir, I don't kmow anything sbout that.

How was the firing in front of Capte. Weir's company?

Frotty heavy.

How were the mumber of Indisns - lerge or not?

There were plenty of them there and others comfing up.

what would you estimate the number to be, so far ss you could estimete
it?

Estimating all that I saw, there wers seversl thousand.
¥hat sas the setion of company U?

They hed halted there.

But after they returned they came baek to the column?

Yes, eir = well the hesd of the column had resched neer that point.
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As Vell, I think the column had moved up to about where Capte Welr was.
Qe Then what was done?

A. There wis a general movement buck to the position we took snd occupied
during the afterncon of the 25th and during the 20th of June.

Ce Under whose order was that movement mede?

A. laj. Reno's, 1 suppose.

(e FHow wee 1t mede; I mesn, was it being dome correctly secard to the
lewe of militery sciemce? . -

Ae It was made quietly and actively.

G« In a way that now approves itself to your judgment?

A. Tes, eir; there wes no rush. I know my compsny moved back at a walk,

G« Was there sny high point of land on the ride of the river on which you
were that was any nearer to the water than that which Me j. Reno took when
he ecrosged over?

A, Yes, near the water.

(e ihere wng that?

A, ¥e had passed over it going to the point where the Indlans first ongaged
compeny De

Qe But, in respect to the timber - was there any high point nesrer the
water then that which Waj. Heno took?

A. Yes, the one passed over and the one U compeny hed at the point where it
waa attacked,

Qe Then you returned to the place that you had occupied, when you erossed
over the river, what disposition woo made of the command?

4. They were dismounted snd formed, not in s oircle but ae mear in a eirele
as the ground would permit. The horses were put in one of the swales of
the ravine. '

Ce Can you give sny deseription to indicete the character of the revine - we
it like a saucer?

Lie Something like that, only with one side out.

o A Gismount was mede, and the horses were placed in thie depression?

A. Yes, and then the men were deployed some distance around the outeide, taking
the crest of the ridge snd oceupying the lower edge of this depression, s0 -
as to form e complate chain all round the horses.

Qe Were the wounded men you speak of brought back dy Maj. feno, or were they
abandoned?

(a4 3
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They wore brought back and placed inside of the horses. There was an
open space inside of the torses, in which the wounded were Placed.

“ho gave the orders for this disposition of the command?

I suppose it was made under Maje Aeno's orders.

Uid you see him at thet time?

I saw him riding round when the men were being placed in position.
"hat wes his demeanor then in respeet to courege?

s good as thet of anyones

Oid you see any evidences of fear nbout him at that ¢ ime?

Hones

In your judgment ez & soldier, having reforence now to the command, and
its surroundings, and the force opposing it, wes the disposition of the
comsand correct or not?

It wes the best that the ground would permit,

Hes reflection sltered your vies of that? ®i)
No, sir; I am still of that belief.

Were you protected in any way by rifle-pits, or eny other srtificial
protect lon at the time the commanéd returned to this sauwcer~like hillitop?

¥o. There wes scattering sage brush, but the men simply laid down on the
ground o

During this time what had been the conduct of the Indiena?

They were Surrounding ue, end es we fell back o this position they
followed up the command, end occupied one or t=o high pointe, and them
swung around snd occupied every hill and rolnt that would .rruvl them
u pod.tin to fire from. :
¥het time did you resch the points om which you made your stand?

It was some time between 5 and 6 o'clock om the 25th of M_.
In a higher altitude then this?

Yes.
ind 8t o time when the day wes slmost st its greatest length?

Yese.

At what time did deep twilight come on?
It must have been 9 o'elock or aftarward.

The Indisne were on all sides end firing?

-~
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You hed no rifle-pits, and were unprotected by smy artifiecisl mesns?

Yese

¥hat, seeording to your judgment, wes the number of effecti Va
Reno had then in his command? . .

Between 250 and 280, I guses.

How long 414 you say the firing continued?
Until dark,

T111 about 9 o'clock?

Yose

Fhat was 1"“ charactor?

It wne very heavy.

Have you ever seen heavier firing?

No.

It was continuous?

Host emtinuous. There wo 1d be a lull, snd then it would s=Sart agsin,
and the bullets would come like hsil.

“het 41d the men 40 during the rest of the night?

They scraped up & little place in the ground to get what shelter they
could

You mmid yesterday the comwand had three spadea?

Yes. The men used their tin-cups and knives, and axes were used for
chopping the ground. It was very hard snd stiff, wmething like putty.

So you know whether the comsend for the troops to fortify themselvos was
given by Maj. Reno?

That I do not knowe They commenced/Sh %He opposite side, snd es soon as

we could get the spades we seraped up places far our protectionm.

J4d you see Neno during the night?

I do not romember.

At what time 4id the fire recommence in the morning?
Before it was fzhu' daylights

At what hour would that be?
At thet season of the yesr, it must have been e little defore 3 o'eclock.

How long wes it continued?

1‘91. i. Pebbe 66



Ae

Ae

e

Ae

ke

L

e

Ao

fa

T

Ae

It was continued hesvily until efter 10 o'clock. There was & good desl
of firing from 10 to 12, but during the =ftermoon there was no continuous
firing but now end them, when we got the mem st work they would open fire
OB us ageine Later there wore just a few sharpshooterse :

4% whet time do you fix thet?
It was afternoon about 4 0'clock.
“Ia ¢ followed then?

fell, later there was no firing at ell, snd sbout sunset, or before
sunset -~ I do not romember exactly which - my sttemtion was cslled to the
villages The Indiens were moving om the opposide side of the stresm,
moving up this gentle slope which runs bamek to the 3ig Horm mounts ins.

You sax the Indisn village defile before you on the opposite eide?

Yllo
How long d4d 1t teke them to pass the polnt of view you occupled?

4 long time. They were myving over country that was almost level. We
estimeted the village o be two snd a half to three miles long, and helf
s mile wide.

“hat opinion 41d you form of the number of fighting men in that Indisn
procession?

it the time I thought theres were some four or five thousend., From what
I heve heard from Indians since I think there un_uin thousend.

“hat was done by the commend during the time you are spesking of - the
afternoon end the evening of the 28th?

Tne position was changed slightly, so as to commnd the approeches to the
water, and to got awey from the stench of the dead horses and men lying

around .
Can you indicste the position on the mup?

How waz the command stationed whem you took this new position?

Caote Benteen's eompeny oceupied s prominent point near where he had been
located during the fight. Entrenchments had been thrown up there. Then
to his left, rumning down ome of the spurs of the hill to the river, was
Cspte Felr's company, Cepte Uodfrey's, end mins, and, I thiak, Capte.
‘rench's. On another ridge, running down on Capte Bemteen's right, was
Cept. Moylan and Cepte. sMeJDougall's:. compeny. The commend was formed
rather in the shape of & U, with the two ends resting on the dluffs above .
the river, end within the bfancies of the U wee & rovine, d own which the
men could go and rush out and get weter, but the moment they would step amt
of the mouth of the ravine they would be under fire from the bank opposite.

¥here were the horses?
The horses were pleced in the head of this revine and sheltered fmm fire.
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G0 you remsined during thet night?

Yes, alr.
And how long the mext morming?

“he next morning we remeined thers until toward § o'clock, Then we sew
s dust rising down the river, and by scouts being sent out we found it
wes Oen. Torry, and then there wasn't so much attention paid to thie iine.

mtrzutim. if any, 41é you have with Gen. Terry, and under whose
L]

“hen we found out vho was coming, Mej. Remo directed me to go down to him
snd report to him who wse up there, ond shor him how to get up, becmuse
the country was very rough. '

Hecorder Les -~ What date was this?

Ae

inie was the 27th of June.

Hecorder Lee - Then I believe the ruling of this court wes that this investi-

gation was to be confined to these matters occurring on the 25th and
26%h of June, and entirely to those days. I simply spesk of this be-
cause the vitness is now bdeing sxamined with ref:ramce to évents that

ocourred on the 27th, concerning which the court is not ordered to inquire

into the comduet of Majs. Henos Furthermore, I have mot, in the exsmins~
tion in chief of this witnese, touched wpon sny matters of thet kind,

I 4id not intend to make any objection t0 the cross-sxamination of this
witness, though it might ocossionally touch upon matters of the 2 5th and
26th of June, thet I hed not brought out in the exmminetion in chief,
nor do 1 objeet in thet regerd. BHut to this question I submit whethar
it 1s not going beyond the ruling of the court.

Mr., Gilbert - Technically speeking, this objection is perhaps correct. The

26th perhaps should conclude the inguiry, dut the guestion we now ask

ie strictly within the spirit of the ruling that this court has mde.
Thet ruling extended the scope of your investigetion. Now we ask the
question in regard to Naj. Reno's comduct, while he wes in coimsand of
these troove, end before he was relieved from responsibility, md we

sey that is a part of thet gemeral conduct which is in review before
thie commission, I will sdmit further that some of the questions I

heve asked the witness on cross-examination are not responsive mor in
sxplanation of matters developed in the direct exmminstion. I heve ssked
them, not with any desire 10 comiradict the witness on anyyhing he has
stated. Ue is certainly one of the most important witmesses %o be pro-
duced by either side - if we can claim to have sides heres The recorder
kindly turned him over $o us yesterdny aftermoon, and I kmew his murces
of informstion had not been fully developed before this court. 'Now,

1 submit it will be but juet to have the entire conduct of Col. Remo
during the time he was in commend there inquired into defore thie court,
g0 thet you would have & full view of overything of importance that
oceurred during thst cempaign. .

After consulting with the other members of the court the President

said:
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"The witneas will answer the gquestion.”

gtlbm = "hat was the conversstion you hed with Gen. Terry at that time?
speak more particularly in reference to your ignorance of where Gen.
Custer was end the ignorance of the entirs comsand?

In complisnee with the orders of Maj, Hemo, I mounted sy horse and rode
down seross the ford where we hnd retrested, and met Gen, Terry beyond
the point where our skirmish line hed fsllen baek. I reported to him
that I had been sent out by Maj. Heno to show him the approsches to his
position, He then seked me who were there. I to0ld him Msj. Heno with
seven companies, cnd he wemt on %0 sek me in deteil whet had occurred;
how the fight had commemced, and the result, ¥Fhem I got time I them
noked him where Yen. Custer was, snd received s reply thut gave me to
understand that ther hoed sll been killed.

Up to the time you made this inquiry of Gen. Terry 414 you know where
Custer was?

Ho, sir; I did nmot.

7as thore sny knowledge on the part of Maj. Femo, or smy offfcer or soldfor
of his command, as to where Custer was?

Eone whatever. "e were looking for him bamek the firet night he was away,
and we didn"t understend why we hadn't seenm him,

Now as exhibiting the degree of feoling om the part of the commend, you
stated yesterday there was some swearing in regard to Custer smong the
command under Neno. “hat was the churecter of that?

Yell thay thought that Custer hed sent us in, snd had gone off end left
us to look out foruourselves; that he had mede an attack and probably
been defested, and he had gome down the river to meet Uen. Terry.

id you go over the country between the position that Hemo held, end whem
Custer and his men were found?

Yas, dr. I went over it on the 28th of Junme.
Do you kmow vhether Capte Uenteen had been sent over it before?

He wss sent over it om the morming of the 27th of Jume, =zoon after Gen.
Terry srrived end told him sbout 1.

Thet saue day?

Yes, sir. Capt. lJonteen was told %o saddle up, and told to go and see
if he could identify the dodies.

Who geve that order?

I do mot know from whemce it ememated, Gen. Terry and ¥aj. feno were
together. '
on Lieut. Waguire's map there is a dotted line lesding along the high

lend there on the seme cide of that stresm. loes that represent to your
judgment the course that Custer took with his men?
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Thet 1 am unable to say. Thut entire country was cut
. up by pony tracks
mlmnhhnuuttﬂ.trnthmutﬂlﬂmcm

:::rf:g::. The lime to the right indiestes, probebly, es neer as wewill

¥hich line do you meen now?

The line lesding from *3” up.

"B" is marked there as a ford?

You, sir.

Jid you examine the neighborhood at thet ford?
Kot particularly.

£1d you see at thet ford any indieatione, by blood or otherwise, that
there had been any struggle there?

HO. .h.

If there had deen an attempt 0 cross st that ford would there not have
besn something, in your judgment, to indicate 1%?

Ihere would have been dead horses or dead men there.

fere there any dead horses sround there?

There were, but not at the erossing. 7They were further beck.
Where was the first dead =sn found?

It was buek some w0 or three hundrad yerds, at the polint indiested on
the map.

vhere did you find the first of Custer's men?

That was the first.

Phere di1d you find the next? _
After crossing the firet ravine as we moved down the river.

There did you find the next?

On the ridge, following that derk line on the nap to the :
There were some Tew found there umtil you reached the top of the ridge.

How many dead men 414 you find?

Thet 1 am unsble o stete. The wap they were buried was the companies
wers Torwed im columns of fours and moved im parallel columns, and esch
compnny =8 it moved slong would bring the deed it fund, and after they

‘baé completed this duty the mumbor that esch compeny commander had buried

mmhmdmmtthmmﬂmﬂom
You eould not tell from your own knowledge?

Ko sir.
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¥ho made thet disposition of the troope?
uﬂjo Reno.
“hare was the compeny under Copte Calhoun found?

Thet was found on top of the lset ridge; =ot the ome on which Gem. Custer
wee killed, but the ome thet ran at right angles to it.

Merked on the map by the letter D7
Yes, sir, about thet place.

#id Capt. Calhoun's men, from the position in which they were found lying,
indicate that the line had been drawn up in order of buttle?

There was some indications of a skirmish line.

Hed you seen before you reached thst point any indientions of = skirmish
line?

Konee 1 aftarward ssw in the ravine some men lying in skimish order,
but they wers at the bottom of s deep revine, and I don't know how it was.

That company were they membars of?

Of "E* company - Lisut. “mith.

ifter leeving Calhoun's then whose 4id you find?

Cepte Leoghe

In what order were they?

They were lying half way down the northern zide of the slope.
Sgtween Custer and Calhoun?

Betwesn Custer and Calhoun, but half wey down the slope, and tiq_ appeared
to me to have been killed rumning in file.

ss their position such that it indicated thet they had been bdrought into
skirmish line?

I don't know whether they were in akirmish line or note They were killed
at intervals, but, from their position, I dom'tthink Shey could have been

in skirmish line. ‘
How far from Calhoun's men were th0se men found ?

Between Custer snd Calhoun's mem.

At whet distance?

The first sas probably not more then twemty or thirty yards, and they vem
killed st intervalse

They wers seattered elomg?

Vﬂlo 1' p.n.



Ae

Ao
Se
A
Lo
Ao
Qe

Ao

Ce

A

.

G

Ae

)

Le
Ce
Le
Ce
Le
L.

Ae

Yos, sir; as they went toward 0!“.

After you passed Cgpt. w;l mon vhers did you mext find dead men?
His wen occoupled the most of the ground well on towerd Custer.
Sprinkled slong?

Yes, sir. :
There wee Custer?

He wans nesr that point marked "E" on the map.

In what position were those men found about Custer?

They were right arounds Four or five of them were piled wp in a heap
beside o horse, and the body of Uen., Custer was lying rether sera e ome
of the men.

Were there any indications of a yr&hncd struggle?

They had struggled, but I do not think for any grest length of ime. They
had apperently tried to lead the horses in a cirele on the point of the
ridge, ad had killed them there, and spperently msde an effort for & fiml
stand.

How many men were gathered eround Gen. Custer?

fell, there were sbout twenty or thirty, dut mot right around.

#here digyou find the =en of the other companies?

They were scattered sll over the hill, south and east of Gen. Custer.

U418 you see any evidence anyshers of eny coupany being drawm iz skirmish
line - in a form vhich indicated & prolonged resistence excert the men in
Calhoun's company? g .

No, I did pot, becmuse they were not killed in order, but were scettered
all over the ground - not in a line but irregularly.

¥ould thet have been the position of the men, providing they lmd daen
drawn up in line of battls, snd made & concerted resistance?

Fo, air.

With respect to cartridge shells, d1d you finé any?

At one or two places I ssw little piles of twenty-five or thirty.
fhere wos this?

They were nesr where Capte Celhoun wee killed.

pid you find any elsewhere?

A fery few. You wauld find thew scattered around, but whether they hed
been used by the men or the Indians we could not tell.
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Ge Now judging by the nusber of cartridges st the position in which you
found these men seperated from each other, snd st irregular intervals,
d1d you think that the struggle with Gen, Custer and his command ogein t
the Indiens lasted eny considersble length of time?

Ae Ko, sire I think the Indinns met him as he came down %0 this supposed
erossing, and did not give him time to make & stend. ;

Ge That was the cheracter of the country for the purposes of protection -
was it such as would enable him to make a prolonged resistence?

A TNoj his position wes on s ridge. There wes n0 way of his protecting
himself. If he got behind the ridge to defend himeelf et onme point he
would expose himself at some other point. The lend was & series of hills,
end there were one or two points a little higher than the point bs held.
There were no possible means of sheltering himself on the ridge he ocoupled.

Ge Juiging fram the number of smpty cartridges, and from the charsetsr of the
ground on which these men fell, and from the position they occupled toward
esch other, what do you think wes the durstion of the$ fight?

A. Fot much more than half an hour,

(s From the point where you last saw Uen. Custer snd his command to the point
vwhere you finelly found his body, what was the distence?

A+ It must have been between six and seven miles.

e Cam you fix the period when you last sew him?

A. 1t mss immediately after we recsived the order to move forward,

Qe Vhat period or time, in your judgment, would it reguire for s command
equipped ss his was %0 move from that point %o the point where his dDoly
was found, having in view the character of the coumtry?

A. It would require more than an hour., Thay could not move at a gallop sll
the way.

0+ Yhen Custer had marched awsy what number of men were in his comuand?
Aes About two hundred and twenty-Tive.

Q. And all Custer's men were killed «s far ss you know?

A. Yes.

Q. How much fewer in number wers those under laje keno efter Col. Benteen
haé joined him, deducting the nmumber of dead ané the number of wvanded?

A. After the union of the forces ifaj. feno must have hed somewhere in the
vieinity of two hundrsd and eighty men.

Le I understand that to be the sggregete of aveilable men with Ha j. Heno?

A. Yee, after he ws joined by the companles of Capte Benteen and Capt.
KeDougnll.

Qe After you took up the position on the hilitop, in that saucer-like depres-
. gion, do you know whether the commsnd was asseiled by the whole pumber

of Indians? : .73
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That I camnot snswer.
hmmummn‘muﬁm-mmam

Thore must heve been several thousand, judging by the space thby occupied,
and the quantity of firing that was done.

Between € o'clock in the evening snd ebout 9, when you say the firimg
consed, was the commend protected by any kind of fortifieation whatever?

Kone whatever.

¥as thers any other comwnd seve thet of Maj. Remo thet crossed e Little
Big Horn river?

Not to my knowledge.

Gilbert - Now hore rises a 1ittle embarrassment on my part. There is

the lettor of Mr. Fhittaker which you have hod introduced, and it con~
teins matters not only ageinet lisj. feno, but indirectly sgainst Capt.
Benteen., I this entire record iz to bde considered by the court, of
course I wish to negative, by cross-examination, the charges sgeb st Mej.
lieno and Capt. Bemteen both, If Capt. Benteen's comduct is to pass
directly in reviev before this court, there sre one or to ascts of his
which will always be memorabls in the history of arms, and I wol d fesl
that I had done injustice to him if I should permit this witness to leave
the stend without ssking him in regard to Capt. Benteen's heroic charge to
get weter for the wounded wmem. You will see the difficulty of my posi-
tion, end I submit it now for your advice and decision. This letter says -
I have not read 1%, but 1 have heard whet its contents are - that Gen.
Custor would heve achieved a victory if it hedn't been for certain things
on the part of Maj. Feno and Capte Senteen. If this entire letter is pd-
mitted, of course Copte Senteen's conduct will be before the court.

fscorder Lee = The order is for an inquiry into the conduct of Naj. Reno, and

although & greet many people'’s and of ficers' nemes mey be mentioned in
conmection with this inguiry, smd slthough it mey be necessary to d etsil
what o great msny officers did as besring some relstion to the conduct

of iaje #eno on those two days, I otill hold that, ae far as Capte
Benteen is concerned, vhether his sction was praiseworthy or the opposite,
it 1s not to pess under the review of this court.

Gilbert - Technically not, but this court has the care of the reputa~

tion of & brother soldier, end if this metter is to be developed amc-
exrding to this letter, then I ask thet the resl pert Ceyt. Semteen sus-
soined in this matter should be brought before you. I cennot leave _
this case standing on ome leg. If this psrt of the latter censuring Capte
Bentesn is stricken out, it will be satiefactory, but I camot negative &
pert of this letter and lesve the other part to stand if it is to De s
matter of comsiderstion before this court, #a & metier of justice %0

Capte Benteen, I submit it to the court.

The court wes cloared and closed, and after mature delibsration was

reopened end the decision of the court anmounced as follows:

"The court decides that 1t is sppointed to investigate the conduct of

Meje Me A, feno, of the 7th Cavalry, snd will eonfine its investigstion to
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that of ficer,

ond will not permit en inguiry into the conduct of sny other

officer, with & vier to praice or censure.”

Mr. Gilbert - Then that relieves us of ona pert of this investigation.
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The eross~exemination continued:

I wish you to search your memory through, end recall the events of
those two days, emd stute in whet point, if any, Mal. Feno exhibited any
lack of courage ss an officer end & soldier.

None that I cen reesll, or cen find feult with.

“es there any point st which Maj., Neno showed eny went of military skill
in hendling his commeni?

Fo. I do not recsll smy.

Fhat wee the condition of the forces = the horses snd the =en - at the
time the major received his orders to cross to the sttack?

They must have boen protty tired.

Cilbert (to the court) - I do mot wish to inguire se to eny tramaction
before this time, but in oxder to fix the comdition of the horees I would
like to understand precisely what they had gome through, if the court sees
proper to sdmit me to do 0.

The court assented and Mr. Cilbert esked:
“hyt do you say the horses were very much exhsustasd?

We left the mouth of the Rosedud on the 224 of June, and made & march
of twelve miles that day. The next dey, we made a march of thirty-three
or thirty-rive miles.

Thet wse the 2347

Yos. There was mot much grazing to be hed, and very little grsin to

feed horses upon - mot more than e pound or two, the regular sllowance
being twelve pounds. The mext day we made nesr thirty miles, end went
into campe There was not much @ross, for the ponies had eaten it up. Ve
started agein at 11 o'clock that night snd moved on utl} about deylight,
The horses were stopped sgsin without anything to eat. e moved om
apsin et 8 or 8:45, hoving gone sbout ten miles during the night. From
that point we moved on into the fight.

Can you fix the mumber of miles?

During the whole time?

In respeet to this last day in which you geve no time whatever?

On the 24th we moved sbout thirty ailes during the day, end during the

night about t or ten milese I camnot tell the time, for I camld not
see ;:.v::ch:u;ht would be about forty miles, =nd the next day we moved

anywhere from tventy-five to thirty-five miles.

Graging you sey was scarce? w5




fe There was hardly amy. 4 nusber of ponies had besn round thers and hed

elipped the gress elmost like a lawnemower.

The Court then, at 1:30 P.i. sdjourned to meet at 1l o'clock A. M.,

Friday, Jemwery 17, 1879,

FIVTH DAY
Chieago, Illinois
Fridey, Jen'y. 17, 1879,
11 o'clock, A.M.
The Court met pursuant to sdjournment.
‘resent
Col. John He King, 9th Infantry
Col. "esley ierritt, Sth Cavalry
Lt, Col, %, B, Royall, 34 Cavalry.
Recorder -
1st Lieut. Jesse s Lee, i4djt. Oth Infantry.
Major Reno and his counsel were aleo present.

The proceedings, as far ce they had been copled were then resd snd

arproved.

The exsmination of Lieut. ¥allace by Xa jor Heno was then continued as

follows: ' d

™

e

Ae

i

Uid Ma jor “eno lose any time in moving from the hill-top in the &l rection
in which Gen. Custer was aftorwards found, after the packtrain came in.

Yo sir 1 don't think he dids The ammunition had to de distributed after
the train eame up, and it is my impression now thet he moved on ns soon
as it could practicebly be dme.

Bearing in mind the belt of timber from which you retired, the river you
had to cross, end the hill you had to rise, was that point om the bluff
that Major Reno occupied ss well suited for protection ss sny other he
could heve saken under those circumstences. - I don't ask you to swear to
a geogrephical fact, but to /ive your opiniom.

In my opinion 1t ws.

cince yesterdsy I have read this letter of ir, “hittaker, and there is ones
point about which I wish to sk @ question. ¥hat opinion have you, ss e
soldier, of the wisdom of sepureting the 7th cavalry regiment into

The Recorder objected to the gue st ion becsuse it is showmn that the

separction wes made by Uen. Custer, end it is mnot for this court %o give any

opinion upon the conduet of Uen. Custer, much less this witness,
701.1.90"0 A . *?6




¥ajor Seno replied - s wish to oall the sttention of the cowt o

the 5d subdivision of "hittaker's latt_u- end ask if the court iz © onsider

that 1o the shape it now 1s: if 1% 1s we think it ought to be met.

The court wee then cleared snd closed snd efter mature deliberstion wes
reopensd, s jor Remo and his counsel being present, and the decision of

the court wae announced by the Hecorder thci the ﬁlthhr lotter is only

before the eourt as a pert of the spplieation of ke jor Hemo, and the letter

will only e eomsidered in 80 far ss the matter therein contained is covered
by the order comvening the court. The question will thorefore be disel lowed.
The Recorder then re-examined Liesut, “allace ss follows:

Ge TYou have stated that it was sbout one mile from where lajor Remo crossed
the Little 3ig Horn in the sdwvence thet Lieut. Cook guve Gen. Custer's
order to Major Heno to charge the Indisns.

Ae 1 think not, asir.

e vtate the distance.

LA, The way you ask the question I understond that Lt. Cook gave the order
-after Najor feno crossed the Little 34z Horm.

C. You stoted it was sbout one mils from the river before Hejor Heno crossed
it in his sdvance that Lt. Cook gave Gen. Custer's order to iiajor Hemo
to charge the Indiens. Fix as definitely as you can whnt time o day that
was, Vi _

i, Approximstely it muet have been sbout s quarter after two. Zhe exsct
time I cen't tell.

§. OStote how you fix it spproximately.
Ae 1 smid before I ked et my watch about the time Gen. Custer celled

¥sjor Reno over/ his side of the 1ittle stresm. It was then sbowt 2 o'clock

shether a 1ittle after or a 1ittle before I dom't know, Taking the
dist-nce we psssed over after that 1t was somevhore in the neighborhood
of 15 minutes after two odclock. The exnet time I can't give.

Ge D44 you note the time when you looked at your watch.

i. Not at that time: I d1d mote it aftermards.

Are you sure the time of your watch was the true time of dey, when you
looked at it, or may it have been an hour or more slow or fast,

i. I am not sure sbout that, I mey have Deon fast or it may have deen slow,
I never heve claimed thet it was the local time of the place.
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Refresh your memory end state how much time elapsed from the time LS.
Cook delivered thet order to Major Reno till ¥ajar Femo had been joined
by Capt. Benteen's command on the hill; and what, secording to ymur
nmnlm. was the time of day when those commands united thers.

It mat have been an hour snd e half approximetely.
Then 1t would be about what hour in the sfternoon.

Somevhers sbout 4 o'clock or after. Thet is simply my own estimete,
without looking at =y wateh.

I understand you to testify that the last you saw of Gem. Custer's column

was when L$, Cook delivered to Major Hemo the order referrsd to: is thet
correct.

Yes sire

4And that 1t wms ebout 4 o'clock that day when Major Heuo was joined by
Capte Senteen on the hill,

Yes sir, about 4 or after 4.

Now state to the court, from what you efterwerds knew ss
Cen. Custer's column had taken, snd the nature of the gr
by Gen. Custer's column, as =fterwards ascertained by you, where Gen.
Custer's colwmm must have been, in referemce to the point "B* on the map,
or in reforence to the place where you found the dead horse nesr the
river at the time lafor Hemo and Capt, Benteen united their forces on the
hill.

iz
3

¥
g.

This trail from "B” up is simply an estimate., 47 that represente the lim
of their march he must have passad beyond where the first desd man was
found., FHie fight must have bdean going on st that time If it wes not after.

You said yesterday you knew a certuin sem snd scother one you had hoadd
of, and had those two men been killed in the bottom you would have known
it.. State how you would hsve kmown it,

The zen I knew, MeIllargy, belonged to Co, "I", but had been on duty with
Nsjor Reno during the campaigm, =nd mnaturslly would heve gome into the
fight with him., He saye he sent him dack, and bhe must have done so, or
he would not have been with his company.

You have testified that the men in Kajor Reno's commend hed 100 rounds
of ammnition each - 50 on their pereons znd 50 in their mddle pouches.
Now from what you stated yesterday as $0 the probsble number of runds
the men had expended on tho skirmish line, stete, on the basls of 115
men, with one-fourth as horse-holders, how ~any rounis were there in the
entire commend of Ma jor Hemo when he left the timber for the opposi te

&ide of the river.

Thers is no getting at a correct estimate of the quantity of amsunition
ench men had on the skirmish line: some fired more than others. Ome

man sould fire all the amsunition he had, end another would reserve his
emunition and toke capeful shotss DSut sy there were 115 men, omne fourth
would be 28, that would leave 2800 rounds of ammunition those men had,

but whet the others had would be simply & wild estimete in which my
opinion would be no better than snyboly else's.
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Do you mean you can'g tell
to the other men. anything approximately about thet in regard

1t would simply be  guess. You go into en setion with a lot of men, and

one man will fire more thanm another, snd unless you inspect their =mmmuni-
tion you can't tell.

“ere there sny complaints smong the men on the skirmish line, or enything
seid about the smmumition givimg out - I mean sll they had.

No sir. 1 heard no comploints of thet dnd. I know thet some of them
had expomded what they had in their belts.

How near to the foré where iimjor Reno's cammand first crossed, did Lt.
Cook and Cepte Keogh go with youe

I don't know where they turnmed beck. - I 414 not see them turn back. I
say them within helf & mile of the ford.

Tere there any troope wit' them, indicsting that Gen. Custer was going
to follow lg jor Reno's command.

Ko sir, Capt. Keogh's coupany wae with Gen. Custer and Lt. Cook was the
Ad Jatent.

ihat wae the relative position of Gem. Custer's end Major Reno's com=and.

I don't know: 1 did not see Gen. Custer's columm at thet time. It must
have been to our resr, for if it had been to our right or left or fromt

1 would have seen it.

Could it have been to your right ané resr or to your left and reer.

It could nk hsve baen $0 our left and resr: 1t might have bee: to our
right and rear as we commenced to cross the stresm.

state shether or not s command going into & battle could not de practically

supported in the attack in some other way them by having a columm
imsedistsly behind it,

Yes, I pguess it could.

it the time this order wne given Ma jor Heno $0 charge the Indiens, did
you mot know, beyond a ressomnsble doudt, that Cepte Senteen's column of
three companies must be to the laft end pear, and would probably be

up and join in the fight.

1 knew he was to the left and rear, but what his orders were or what I»
would do I eould not tells I did mot expeet much assistence from thet

direction.

Gtate whether the support spoken of by Gen. Custer's orier may mot have
raferred to Capte Semteen's column.

That 1 don't knowe 1 eimply imugined from vhot was said, that it was
coming from Gen. Custer, Thet whne g imply =y own idens

es the route taken by Major ieno at the time Gen. Custer's arder wes
d:;ﬁnd. or immedist thereafter, the most GM end precticadle

one to the hostile Ind villsge.

‘I.l. 1"'”. w



Ae 1 think 1% was the most practicable one
the Indisne - it wes on their trail, es 1t was the one traveled by

Qs THow was it in regard to directness.

Ao 1t wos mot a streight lime, but I know get the best road by ®llowing
the Indisn trails in that country. = %

Qe Ootate whether you sa% in the vicinity of the river, a treil lesding to the
right in regerd to the one Ma jor Remo's commané followed down to the fords

Ae I en't say positively, but I have an idea thet I @14 see one leading to
the right ~ rather over the hill and to the right - not in the direction
of the village.

Ce “here was that,
A. Thel was baek nearly et the point where Major Seno received hie order.

Ge Hed you psssed thet point you speak of when you last sew Yen. Custer's
column.

i, %g passed it soon after leaving his column, while bis ad jutamt snd Capt.
Keogh were with usse The trail we followed was the mozt dirset one I think,

Ce tate whether or not Gen. Custer's column was on your right end whether
you saw it after passing that point.

A. I Dave stated before that I 414 not see his colums after we starSed forwwrd.
i &

Qe In testifying as to the character of some of the men who »ent into that
fight with Hajor Reno saying that meny of them were reeruits and poor
horsemen, 60 you mean to0 convey the impression that the command was in
eny way inefficient or unreliable.

Ae ¥ot exsetly thst, but there were a few of thom would have deen batter
- soldiers if they hed received = littls drill before going into the fight.

G. How did that command fight the Indisns, wounted or dismounted.
Ae g fought them on foot till we started beck.

Q. Then you saw thet cloud of dust you spesk of state whether it indicated
s hostile forece mounted, or the Indisns driving their panies.

e Thnt is something I can't tell.

Ge Then explain what you meant in your Sestimony by saying that it appeared
$0 be mounted men.

Ae Simply because they were mising e dust. Dismounted men would mt make it.

Je Vould ponies deinz driven meke it.

As Fm“ would make ite

e ¥ith the exceytions ss indiested in your testimony yestordey, state whether
' o: not Lt. Masuire's mep represents with ressomsble accuracy the principel

and {mportent feetures of the battle fielde
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Ko, I don't think 1t does. I think it is the best mep I heve seen, still

I don't think 1t 1s located right et sll: I would mot know it tobe the
same piede of comtry. 3

Thet do you refer to, the topography or the relative positions.

The relative positions sre protty good. I don't think it PMI
snything else.

Look et the map end state whether the points merked "D" and "I" sre
correctly indiecsted.

Thot is the best part of the map. That I think is ebout ss - = -
correct as the topography of the country would admit.

¥a® Hajor Reno's command, before it quit its position in the tisber,
near enough to the Indisns to use their revolvers with any good effect.

Before it guit the timber, no sir, unless it was & few isolated esses,
and I d1d not see thems

State how often you saw Malor Ren> in the timber snd how oftem ymu saw
him on the skimich line.

He was there when the skirmish line was formed. IZxactly how long he
stayed there 1.can't estimnte, He wes there s few minutes and went into
the timber. J€1d mot see him sgain till we wore ready to start cut, end
then I did not see him, bdut heard '"isz volce simply.

Gtete whether any men were wounded in copssing the botton from the timber
to the ford, in the march or retreet of Vajor Reno's comusmd to the hill,

1 don't know: 4f they were wounded so they fell 'm.tun- horses, they
would be killed, There were geveral wounded when we got on top of the
hill where they recoived those wounds I don't know.

State If enybody stopped on ﬂ:; erossing or the command sns halted or eny
part of it to sssist the wounded men.

1 tried to pick up ome of =y wunied nam, but the Indiens killed him
before I eould get assistance to him,.

Did you notice eny other cases.

Ko air.

State whether eny halt wne made to determine whem the sen foll from the
seddles - whathar they were killed or wounded.

Thet wes the only cuse where I saw & msn fell fram his horse.

S4ete whether or not any wounded men ware brought in from the bottom to
the point of erossing or the place on the hill where Major Hemo's cmmmend

went.

¥hen we got %o the top of the hill, there were seversl wounded: how they
got thers or where they received their wounds I cean't testify.

g e
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Stete if you know who was the first officer who erossed the river on
Major Reno's retreat to the hill.

That I don't know,
State whether or mot there was any helt made st the river.

None that I know of, quhﬁcmr.ndmxmmnqm
811l moving up the hill,

“tate whather there was any foree of soldiers on the other side coverim
the croseing or protecting it. If so deseride it.

Kone that ]I know of,
I believe you testified that 27 men were killed in erossing that bottom.

That is sbout the number: thet inclules one or two killed before we left
the timber - that is one I know and one 1 heard of.

Do you know whether they were killed in the first hﬂmcﬁaﬁth
bodies of that nuwber were found.

The bodies of that number ware found,

4% the time lMajor Hemo's snd Capt. Dgnteen's united on the hill, how ZM
wounded mem were with lajor leno's comeant e

iAbout 7 I think.

Utate if you know by whose order Capte Vier went dosn the stresa f
Major Reno's position on the hill.

I don's know: 1 was mot near Major Heno vhem Capt. Vier ste
don't know who gnve the order.

Ugseribe the position Cepte Wier ocoupied sfter going down
elevetion, as fur as yu know.

It was & high pout.
iaa it higher or lover than the one oecupled by Mejor Reno's comithd .

It was higher.

You stoted thet the whole column moved down that way o @ ek train

Yen sir.

How long wes thet nfter Cepte ¥ier moved downm.
That I don't knowe .'
D4d Capte ¥ier move before or after the poeek sra i

It 1s eimply en impression thot he vent
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Do you kmow of your omm knowledge that Major Reno was down to that position
occupled by Capte Uier's commsnd or do you know of your own knowledge

::n: he took any portion of his commané there or omlered sny portion of

“hen the genersl move was mede, whan we started from where we hulted,
Hajor Reno was at the heod of the column when we zoved oute I took posi=~
tion with my compeny meer the rear of the columm., Vhether ¥ajor Remo

:::;.w 6% the head of the column I don't koow: I did not see him come

How long was that psrticular column m.npnk ofe

“here were three compenies, marching in column of twos: probdebly in eseh
company there were 20 files. '

Give the approximate length of the columm.
150 or 200 yards.

Were you moving with the columm.

I was in the column towerds the rear.

How far did you move.

Till the head of the column helted, which was probably three-fourthe of
a mile or a mile.

How near wore you to Capt. ¥Wier's copany.

¥ithin 200 yards of it, I guess.

éas Capt, "ier comiung dack, halting or moving on.

At that time they were skirmishing in front.

D4d thet coluwmn of ¥ajor Heno's 'Jon in the fizht or skirmish theore.

e prepared to take pert in it. My campeny was sent %0 s high point to
the right: snother compuny ctme up on =y left and essignuents . were nade.
The commsnd then oceupied two almost parsllel ridges with no way of defend-
ing the space between them.

The commend wos separated there.

Not exsetly: 4t was in two lines with the end next %o the Indisns opem,
and the commsnd was given to M1l back, t0 & better position. Fhere 1%
eame from 1 don't know.

What was the inte vel between you and the company on your left. v
Ten or 15 yards.
It was & continuous line.

Yes sire
D44 any pers of the commnd actunlly engage the enenye.

Vol.l, pe8Ss 83



Ae

Qe
Ao
G
A

Qe

e

Qe
Ao
e

Ae

Ae

Ce

e

I know there was heavy Tiring on Capt, ¥ier's
company, and I know Capte
Godfrey's company neted as resr guard when the _n; fell back and they

:::.:hnvﬁn. There was no firing on the point I occupied et thet

“as there any other firing there.

1 don't remexder any.

"hat were the casualties theve.

The only one I hesrd of wae & men wounded snd left of Capt. Wier's company.

You testified that the village, in moving away, was two and & half or
three miles long and half o mile wide - was that the entire vills e,

Yos sir.

State whot it included.

Lyerything - warriors, squaws, ponies and everything they had, That is
simply an estimate, Jeveral officers were together amnd we tried to make
sn estimate of it.

Had you ever before seem a large Indian village moving off over the
rlain or bottam. '

No sir not in that shape, I had secen them streggling slong, but never so
large a body of Indisns as that.

Hand you ever seon as many as 2,000 or 6,000 Iundisns moving in & regular
body to & regular destination.

Ko eire

Then in estimating the number of Indisns you se: there on what do you
bose your estimate.

Frineipally on information received from the Indians vhem I say 9000
warriors.

it the usual proportion of women and children to warriors, what would haw
been the population of that village.

That is what I don't knowe The populetiom of the village I can only get
at by the stories the Indians tell - their estimete.

Do you ¥mow anything about the proportion of women and children to warriers
in a band of Indians.

o sire I have hesrd severel stories, and they state they mmd 1800 lodges
and counted from 5 to 7 warriors to o lodge, and there were severel
wickyupe im wxhich visiting bucks were living.

You testified that t_lu firing you hesrd was %o your left.

Yee sir.

rom what direction d1d that MOWS
found Gen. Custer's dody.

. e

‘gome with reference to where you



Ae It wes nearer and on the oppoeite side of the streem from vhere his body

¥as founds I heard probubly mot over # dozen shote and they wers not im
quick succession,

Ge Tith reference to the position of Major feno's comsand on the hill and
the point "B" on the map, what was the direction of the sound.

As As I stood facing in obout the dfrecticn Gen, Custer's body wes fund the
sound was to ny left.

Qe Flesse stute sgain the effective force that was with Gen. Custer, Major
Reno, 8apt. Benteen and Capt. Mclougsll et the time the command wes

divided into buttalions on the 25th day of June, 1876, and state IDw you
know thosze facts,

A. T think Oen. Custer had about 225 at lesst there were about that masny
reported killed or miseing in his fight., Ma jor Hemo had somewhers from
110 to 115, including Indian scoutse. Capte Bemteen had three companies md
had & force I think & 1little larger then Major *s for I think his
companies ware slightly lerger. Capte MHeDougerll had 40 or 45 men in his
compeny and with the pack train $sn men from esch of the other elsven
companies.

Qe 148 that include the citizem packers with Capte MeDougalle

Ae I know there were a few citizen peackers: I don't kmw the nusbder. I
know each company had to do its om packing with & few exceptiom.

Questions by the Court,

Qe I would like to find out the exect distemce from where Major Sew 's command
separsted from that of Uen. Custer to whare Yen. Custer’s dody wes found
or the first horse vas killed or the first msmn was found. X :

i. Thers iz a part of that country I was never over, so I would have to ,
guese st the distance. I would say it was in the vielnity of six miles.

¢, How mach of that distence wes parsllel to the route traveled dy Najor
feno, Or over the same route.

A. If he seperated from or left the trell ot the point I think he d41d he
traveled over sbout half a mile of our trail and then diverged to the right.

i
Qe At shat engle.

b e i ek S
some point seversl milse Jown the river.

Qe lo you know the mate at which his column marched, or probabdbly marched.

e ¥o sir: I simply know how 1t wes noving the last time I saw i%,

0, fas it trotting the lest time you saw 187

A, ¥o sir. Gen. Custer had o very fast walking horse, and meny of the men
wers trotting their horses, while his wes welkings
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Questions by iiajor Remo.

Questions have been asked you in referemce to the height of the hill on
which Capts %ier's compeny was in comparison with the height of the hill
on vhich Ma jor Reno took position: which wes the most adventagems in

reference to water,

The one on which we made the stamd, It wes nesrer the water. The country
was broken: there were ravines coming to the water's edge, and it was
through these ravimes the men passed out for water.

For the purposes of defense vhich was the most sdvantegecus.

The point we had,

le not the firing of pistols by a cavelrymsn & matter of diseretion.

Yes sir.

Is it not under such conditions as the men were placed in that timber.

Yes sire.

17 the 78 horse-holders had not fired sny of their smmunition, that would
leave 28 men fully supplied with amsunition.

Yes sir.

Do you know vhether soms of the men hed not alresdy axhausted the cartridge:

gbout their persons, and had to go $0 their seddle~bags for more.

Not from personsl knowledge. I undorstend so.

Is that your belief.

1 heard » compeny commander say he took half his men back to get mmunition.

Uhet compeny cﬂu was ite

Capt. Moylan and Lt. Varoum,

The witness then retired.

¥, F. Cirard, a citizen, e witaoss called by the Heeorder, and beimg

duly sworn to testify the truth the whole truth end nothing but the truth,

testified as follows:

Le

Ce

Ae

Questions by the -erdc.

ctate your neme, occupation, and residence?

Wy name is 7. ¥, Oirerd, end I am an interpreter &t Fort Abe Lincola.

tate 1f you were in eny wey comnected with the government service on the
25th and 26th deye of June, 1876, =nd, if 50, in what espacity?

I wes wit: the expedition on the 25th snd R6th of Jume, 1576 - with Cem.

Custear,
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Yhat expedition?

Gen. Custer's expedition.

“hore was this; on what stream on the 25th and 26th of June?

Un the Nosebud and on the Little Big Hom.

¥ith shat perticuler commend were you - with whet regiment ?

The 7th cavalry, with the Indisn s uts.

“tate if laj. Reno was serving with thet commsnd at thet time?

He ' wase ; ~

Under whose immediste orders were you serving on the morming of the m
of June, 18767

Ggn. Custer's.

State whether or not you aftorward on that day were with sny body of
troops, under the commend of any other officer; if so, who?

I was under Naje Seno pert of the time that dey.
Fas that before or after you were with Gen. Custer?

I wms with Gen. Custer in the forenmoon until he ordered the scouts to Mol
Reno, and then 1 joined ia j. Heno.

What enemy was the 7th cavslry operating against on the 25th of June, 18767
The Sioux Indisne, supposed to be Uitting Bull.

Whare; on what stream?

On the Little 54g Hora ri\‘.f.

Now state whet disposition or sepseration, if any, ves made of the command

that morning, and by whose oxiers end under whose command were tie
difterent columns placed, if there were say different columms. Co back
to the earliest part of the morning if you know anything in regard to
that.

1 don't know of sny disposition being made of the troops early in the
morning. I wee not there. I was ahead of the commsnd until sbat 11
o'clock, 1 wae present when daj. leno's command was ordered off., I
suppose the division hed teken place in the morning.

That were the indicetions in regard to the closeness or nearnpess of hostile
Indiens at the time ¥aj. Hemo was ordered off?

How nigh the Indisns were %o us?

No. Unst were the sppearences - what had you seen that morming to indicate
thut there were Indisns in your neighborhood?
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A few minutes before Haj. Reno received hie orders I rode up a little
kmoll near where there was & lodge with some desd Indiems in it, end from
this kmoll I could see the town, the Indian tepees, anf pmniecs. 1 turned
my horse sideways, snd Sook off my hat end waved it, amd then I hallooed
%o Uens Custer: “Here sre your Indisnms, rumning like devilsl® And I

rode down from that knoll end joined Gen. Custer, end he was still merching
One ¥

veseride this knoll or the plsee you rode up %0 Gen. Custer snd commniested
that %o him. OState sbout where it was, 50 thet the court con unierstend

its position with reference to the river. How far wes it from the Little
Big Hom river?

It was vhore there were some lodges stewmding, with soms dead Indiens in
them. It was to the right of it, and probsbly forty or fifty yerds from
ite I rode up to the right of this lodge where the dend Indisne sere. It

was not on the Little 2ig Horm, but on one of the tributeries that empties
into the Little Big Horn.

That wee how for from the Little Big Horn, ssy from the point where this
tributary empiies into the Little Big Horm, 1f you could judge?

I don't know where it empties into the Little 3ig Horn.
State sbout how fer it was from the neareet point on the Little Big Bm?'

fpom thst point to whare we crossed it 1 should say it sss a mile, or
probably & mile and a quarter.

uouriha' the place where you have steted that lia jo Heno's column was
ordered off.

I suppose it was twenty-five or thirty ysrds esay from thet lodge. That
is ny remenbrence nowe It might have been more, I know it was but a very
ghort time after I left the lodge thot he received these orders.

Now state what you know in regard to any marches, or halts of the command
thet occurred previous to this time, on thet duy, commencing early in the
morninge.

HRow early in the morming?

You can commence back as far s you like - 1 o'clock or midnight of the
night immediately preceding that morning.

sbout 11 o'clock of the eveming of the 24th Gen. Custer semnt after me to
report to his cemp, and I reported, end he gave me my orders to take en
Indian by the neme of Half«Yelldw face, and en Indien by the name of
Bloody Enife, and to ride at the head of the column with him. A% half-
past 11 or so me pullesd out, und got at the head of the column and waited
until Gen. Custer ceme up, and ik:n he reported his orders to me t0 be
sure to have the Indiesns follow the left-hamd trail, no matter how small
1t might de = he didn't want any of the emmps of the “ioux to esespe him.
He wented to get Shem sll together end drive them down to the Yellow-stome.
I told the Indians what! the orders were, and Bloody Enife remarked:

"He meedn't ba 8o perticuler about the smmll cemps; we'll get enough
shen we strike the big camps,” end the Indians wers halted, end I ssk
there with the gemdral while the Indianes were finding the trail. The
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conversation came up sbout the number of Indisns we would find the next
day between the gemeral and myself, and he aske! me whet mumber of
Indiens I thought we would have to fight. And I $old him I thought it
wuldn't be less than twenty-Live hundred.

You need not state what wee said by you et thst time. Jeseribe the merchss
and halts up to that time,

Thile we were there Uen. Custer asked those $wo Indians if he could cross
the divide before deylight, sud they replied no. And he ssked them if he
could eross after daylight without being Giscovered by the Indiens in

the bottom, snd they seid no. And he then ssked them where there wes sny

tinber where they could be concealed during the dsy where the Indisns could
not discover them. :

You need not repest the conversation of Gen. Custer with the Indisns.
Deseribe how far the commend had marched from the time you say you
started off about midnight = how fur the command had marched up to the
time ¥aje Hano's column had pulled off, or been sent or ordered off,

I should sey on the night march we mede about twelve miles. In tho morn~
ing from vhere the orders were to make coffee to the divide 1t wee about
five more, snd from the divide domm to the Little Sig Horm, where we
crossed it, 1 shoulé sey twelve or thirteen miles.

Did you hear any conversztion between Maj. ‘eno and Uen. Custer, or eny
orders that were given by Cen. Custer, or through hie adjutant, to Maj.
Reno, on the Z0th of June?

I heerd Gen. Custer giving orders to Maj. Henoe
“gate what She oniers were?

The generel hallooed over to Maj. Hono, end beckoned to him with his
finger, end the sajor rode over, snd he told Mej. Hemo: "You will tale
your battalion snd try and overtake and bring them to bdattle, and I will
support you."” And as the msjor was goling off he seld: "And take the
seouts along with you." He gave him orders to take the seouts along,
and thet 4s how I heard it.

Then where 4id you go?
| Jﬂhd ia Je Eenoe
ligre you ordered to go?

No, sir; I simply heerd the order given, and I knew shere my duty was =
with the seouts.

Utete how far this occurred from the place vhere you orossed the Little
Big Horn river.

1 should say a mile from the Little Dig Horm to whsre the orders were
given to Nej. Feno. I d4dn't measure eny of those distances, =0 I have

to guess at it.

You are familiar with estimeting distences, in traveling through thet
eountry, or similer country,

!u.#r- o 99
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1 should say sbout a mile,

How fer wes Gen. Custer's columm st this timeé from Mg i. Heno's colummn?
How far vere the two columns apert, or waere they together?

I should say they were almost togethe liaje #Hen were
to the left of the gemeral. o : e o

“tate how meny campenies were in Mej. feno's battalion, if you know.
I could not say positively,
How usny men?

1 estimate it about one hundred.

You stated that they were very near together, and thet Maj. Reno's columm
wae On the left of Gen. Custer's. vhat time was thet - I mean what
particuler event? Uas thet at the time the orler was givem that you refe
to?

Yes, sir. I should judge 1t was adout 12 o'clock.

Gtate what directions the columns took sfter that so far 2z you sew and
know about the two, befors Maj. lieno erossed the river with his command.

My impression iz that we were traveling due north from where we separated
fron Uen. Cuator's command, following =2 old Imdisn trail, and we come to
a 1little knoll, and the rond went eround it, and eas we went around this
little imoll ve loet aight of Uen. Custer's command. I should sey thet
was shout a mile from where we sepurated.

How f=r from the river?
Thie knoll was right on the edge of the river's bank,

Ugete vhether or mot you saw snyone before erossing the river, of Cen.
Custer's column, after that, and state how it ocecurred.

Yeos, sir: I saw Col. Cook mnd spoke to him, when we got %o this knoll,
The scouts were %0 ny laft, and called ny attention to the fuet that all
the Indisns were coming up the vellay. I called Maj. Heno's attention to
the fact thst the Indisns were all coming up the valley., I halted there
a little time; 1 thought it wme of impurtence enough thet Cen., Custer
should kmow 1%, and I rode baek Soward Cystor's command., &t this knoll

1 met Col. Uook, and he ssked me where I war goings I told him I hed com
buck to report o him that the Indiens were coming up the vallay t0 meet
us, and he ssys: "All right; I'll go beck and report.” 4ind he wheeled
around and vent toward Maj, Heno's commande

At this point where you met Col. Cook, where wes Gen. fuster's columan then?
Could you see it?
No, eir. This kmoll = the trail went in very close behind the kmoll, and

have boen only forty or Tifty yards from where I met Col. Cook, If
::::bu:‘murupxcmlhuamnl.m. if he mas pight behind

it, I comld not see Iho
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Ge Now begin at the place whers you joined Majs Reno's column and deseribe

Ae

Ae

fully and in deteil all thet ocourred, to your knowledgs, in reforence o
¥ej. Reno's command, on the 25th day of June, 1876, ststing what stream
or streams, if eny were crossed, whet sdvence, if any wos mede; what
engagement, 1f any, ensued, giving time, distence, snd deseription of the
ground that wss passed over or oceupied, end all the circurstances within
your knowledge bearing upon this matter, or having any reference to the
conduct of Mej. Heno, or the movements end operation of the troops under
his eommand. State this in nerrative form, in your osn words, snd con-
fime: yourself to the faets that came within your own knowledge.

Aftor Uen. Custer gave the order to Maj. Heno, I culled out $o the scoute:
“Weo ere ordered to go with this party and join them.” I joined them, end
rode down on & protty fest gait - sometimes on a trot end sometimes on &
lope - end eame to the ereek which is skirted by the kmoll, snd I halted
there saome little time, and whem I spoke to Maj. Heno about the Indiens
coming up above, he halted = second or two, and gave the order "Forward."
I met Col. Cook, as I have stated, end, s I came back, sn Indisn scout
was weiting there for me, and I could see Nal, Heno's command going dowm
to where they afterward threw out the skirmish lime, [AefSrring to the
ng From this ford, merked "A", the march ws not made in a direct
line., It wos made around skirting the edge of the timbar, end this point
where the skirmish line was drewn, was approached. I halted forty-five
or fifty yards back from the edge of the timber, end there were Charlie
Rermolds, Ure. Porter, George Humbein, and Dloody Emife, and mysslf, and
Charlie Hoynolde asked mo if I hnd sny whisky. He said he had never felt
80 in all the daye of hiz life, and he felt depressed and discoumnged, anl
he thought it would e well to have something to stimulzte him, snd I
gave him some, and I off red It to0 the balance, and they refused it. 1
took & little myself, and told him not to teke t90 much; that hs needed
a very cool head; thet we hed plenty of busipess on our hands for thet
day.. Ve then dismounted, end just as we dismounted here this skirmish
line was being dramn upe ¥hile the skirmish line was deing drawn up, the
Indiens were coming upe. They were éistent, se well as I could judge from
where I stood about one thoueand yarde from the left flank of the skir-
mish line, mnd in fromt, mot directly in a line with it. Ve fired = fow
shote at the first Indiens that cmme upe 3he firing started with some
of pur seoute that hed 1:ft the command, and gome into a 1little valley
to capture some ponies, snd more Indisms were coming up here, and ridimg
sround the commund. Clmrlie deynolde end myself fired s few shote there.
It was long mnge. ‘e put our horses in the timber, snd we started up,
and when we got to the brow of the hill a soldier halloed: "Boye, I've
got 1%; I'm hit.” I turmed sround end told him to ride down to the tim-
ber, that the doctor wes there snd he would atiend %o hin. Charlie
Reynolde and I turmed into the tizber snd he tied his horse, and I tied
mine within eight or ten feet of the foot of the hill, snd then the loft
flank of the skirsish line on the brow of the hill hsd been swung around,
to sll eppearances, and made the right flenk, I didn't ses the movement
mode, but that was what I supposod hed been dome. I was at the extreme
right, ¥r, lleynolds wes next, Lisut, Vernum next, “e steysd thers four
or five minutes snd fired, probed’y, seven shots, end Mr, Roynolds and
myself were together and someons gnve the order: "Nem! to your 'orsesl

The Indisns are in our rear.”

Indians in your rear - where? Over thes bottom over which you hed come?

No, sir. This tizber was here and we were feacing the brow of the hill.
Charlie Heynolds looked at me and 1 said - "mt_ tamn-fool move is thie?"
gays he - "I don't kmow. “e will heve %o go. “e will have to get out of
here.” Reynolds went after his horse, and I looked for mine, dut the
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Indians thet hed boen fighting the troops here bad got om o the hrow
mm hill, and were firing on t0 the troops, smd the Indisns on this
.-

The Indiane on the right side of the river, do you mean?

Maj. Hemo - The stream runs east and west, in fromt of our position. I deter—

mined it with a compsss.

¥r. Girard - I think this map is wrong, My remembrence of the lay of the °

Ae

Ae
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A

A.
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country and the course of the stream, and where the skimish line wes,
makes me think this map is wrong.

Taking it with reference to the positions s represented on the map, go
on and muke your stetement.

The Indians thet were firing at me at that time were north of whers we
struck the woolld. Reymolds hed mounted and come up to where I was, lead-
ing my horse, and I t0ld him he hed better dimmocunt, as he would be more
apt to be Mt on his horee, as the Indisns were firing at hMm, than if he
wae leading. He dismounted - at this point, fifty or sixty yards esat
of where this skirmish line was drawn upe 4t the foot of the hill Nr,
Reynolde mounted and I led ny horse, snd I saw him whip up und start his
horse on a run up the hill, and I hurried up and got up on the hill, snd
¢ould see nothing but a few Indisns - no men or troops. #g 1 saw Nr.
Reynolde just then, I saw seversl Indiems cut him off end shoot him down,
and he Tell. He nppenred o me to have his leog csught under his horse,
snd he lost his gun, end in the meantime severs) Indione had passed between
me and where Heynolds wae, =nd I knew I wes discovered, and 1 turned my
horee down the hill end hunted a place where I could defend myself. When
Er, feynolds and myself left the brow of the hill shen the oxder was
given: "Menl! to your horses, the Indisns are in our rear,”™ the trops
wore mounted end going by very fast - pellemell, as I might sey,and 1

sew some officer going back, and I said: "What are you going to do?"

Says he: “Charge the Indians.” ilays I: "Mr. Seynolds we don't understand
the bugle eolls. ¥e'll go out slow, and they will undoubtedly coms baeck
to this point of timber.” Thst was the time thet the skirmish lire was
drawn in and the men mounted and sterted on the retreet to the hill

under Maj. Renoe

ias thie firing of the Indiens from the right or left bank of the strean
that you spesk of where lsynolde was shot? .

From the left bank,
Gtate what you sew on the right bank of the stream, if anything?
I eould not see from vhere I wes. It was all timber,

State whether or not esny fire came into the timber from that direction,
or from sny direction, and what?

Yes, sir; after the troops had withdrawn, the Indiens set fire to the
timber and it wee burning up close to whers we were sitting. The smoke
wog very dense.

Now go beck from there, to the time thset you saw Lieut. Cook mear the
knoll thet you hsve spoken of, and deseribe the trail or treils that you
sow there, if any, or about that place?
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Ae The trail, m«--mwzn.mu going to the left of the
tm-ﬁ-ummhrtmlgomumm-qu!.toahm one.

(e Vhat d41d 1% appesr to be?
Ae A lodge treil,

Ce Are you familinr with Indisn treils?

Aes TYas, asir. \

e <tete what opportunities you have hed of judging ebout those metters?

Ae I have been a resident in the Indisn country for thirty-one yecrs and I
think I ought to know an Indian truil when I see ite 3

Qe Then you know that wes & large Indisn treil?
Ae Tes, 8ir; a lodge trail.

Ce Ctate whother or not that was the treil that Mej. Reno's cammend took -
that lodge treil you spesk of, leading to the right?

A. DNo, sir; we took the left hond trail coming around the kmoll,
Qe ¥hich was the larger of the two trails?

A, 1 think the right hend treil. Thet ie an impression, simply. I could nct
say now, it is =0 long nago. :

O Now, from the time thet you saw Lieut. Cook st that kmoll, state how lomg
it wes before you saw Mnj. Reno's colum ascross the river, and where it
was ot thet time?

L. I should say mot over three minutes. From the ford, I ceme dack on a lope,
and as soon as I met Col. Cook, end told him what my bueiness wes, I rode
backe I don't think it wes over seventy-five or aighty yarde from the
ford to vhere I met him.

Ce Where wne laj. Heno's commend? How far from the ford whem you got baek
to the ford? .

A. I should think he wes a qusrter of & mile from the ford, as I hulted
there some time with the Indians. mmm—nmunmg for me.

Ge TFrom the time that Maj. Hemo's column hed erossed the river state, if you
know, how long it was Wntfl hie commend halted and deployed as skirmighers

near the timber? :

A. Not over ten minutes. :

‘e Now deseride the advance of ks j, Heno's command from the place where

he erossed the stream to where his mem deployed, and deseribe as nesr as
you cam the charseter of the ground that was passed over es well as the
course of the stresn, the natwre of the ground on the right of the lim

of his advance.

Lo his ford the march ses not made in e direct line %o these pointas.
:::: n:« in & colum: skirting the edge of the timber, meking a circuit
eoming around the edge of the timber. The edge of the timbor was guite
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e bend, and the skirmish-line was drewn up out from the outward edge of
the bemnd of the timber.

Stote whether there was any enemy opposing the advsnce of Maj. Reno's
column from the river to the place where this skirmish-line was formed;
if s0, what enemy, in what numbers, and where?

Fran whore this skirmish-line was drasm, there were no Indisne up to the
point marked "C"., This skirmish-line was drawn up befors the first Indiam

8ot up %o it, They were about one thoussand yards from it vhen the first
skirmisher was throsn out. I wae in the rear of it.

How far in the rear were you when the skirmisher was thrown out or de-
ployed?

Seventy-five yards, probably.

ftate what view in fromt you had in your own front or that of the skirmish~
1line?

Fprom where we were we couldn’t see dom the valley; we could see 2t the
foot of the hill about the number of Indians that were coming upes The
timber extended out and hid our view,

How far down the valley eould you see in front of the skirmish-1line?

Twelve hundred or fifteen Jundired yards. There is o bend of the river
here that prevented us from seeing any Indians any farther than that,

You refer to the first shot that was fired. State if you know Af thet slot
was fired by kiaje. Heno's command or the ememy, and how you know 1%?

I don't know who fired the first shot.
State where that Tirst shot me fired?
Thet I could not say either,

Where was Naj. Aeno's command when you heard the firet shots; what posi~
tion wees it in? :

They were drawing u; the skirmish line at the time. The Indisns were
firing at our seouts end our seuts were firing at some Indisne, but I
didn't pey any sttention to them.

Then st 2 o'cloek P. ¥, the Court then sdjourned to meet st 11 o'clock
¥. tomorrow, Sntupday, Jemuery 18, 1873,

SXXTH DY

Saturday, Jen'y. 18, 1879,
11 o*elock A, M.

The Court met pursusnt $0 ad journaent.
Fresont
Cols John H. King, 9th Infantry

Bol. l.p.04



Cols Wesley Merrits, O5th Cavelry
Lte Cole ¥, B, Royall, 34 Cavalry

Recorder
let Lieut. Jesee M. Lee, Adjt., 9th Infentry.

linjor Heno and his counsel were slso present.

The proceedinss as for as written were read, and during the resding Lt.
Wsllace corrected his tutimyu found om page 107 as follows: -~ I wish to
say that Capt. Moylan did not esy he could go mo farther, but that he could
not keep up at the rate we were going: that he needed more men to assist
him in caring for his wounded. With this correction the proc-edings as read
nere ayrroved,

The examins tion of ¥, 7, Girard dy the Recorder was continued as
follows:

Ce About how many ehots were fired before Maj. Heno's comand halted and de~
ployed as skirmiszhers at that place?

 A. 1 don't know,

. Deseribe the cherncter of the firing before hic command hed deployed as
skirmishers before the line was formed?

ie I think the line was formed about the seme time that the Indiens commenced
firing upon us.

‘e Deseride the position of the skirmish line, where its right rested, and &
what direction the line extended, and about how far if you know?

4. The right was resting on the edge of the timber. I cennot state what
distence it extended out into the prsirie or the botiom. It was at an
opposite angle from the bend of the timber,

0. Deseribe the character of the ground in the immediste fromt of the skimish
1line? y

‘ A It was perfectly flat, level preirie, with the foot-hills probebly tem or
twelve hundrad yards off,

Qe Then the commend helted snd deployed as skirmishers, what was the position

of the Indians in reference to the line, - in fromt, to the right or left
or rvear, and in whet nusbers and about how far were tllytra-gh.um

Ae The Ind:.ans were to the front and to the left, going up the valley. First
1 paw one, then three snd four, end beyond thet probebly forty ar fifty

MHpﬁlﬂM-
Qe mmaomutmuﬂutmnﬂ
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The firet Indfan next us wes sbout eight %o ten hundred yards distant. The
others I emnot tell = probedbly twelve to fifteen hunired yards.

low state, if you know, what advance was made of thet lime or command after
i% deployed na skimmichers?

1 21d not pes that any advence was made, A movoment wss made while I was
golng into the tisber with Charley Reymolda, During thet $ime the skirmish
xmuuauwummm-u-nw\,mmmm
coming the right. I don't know vhethor the move wes mede exectly in thet
waY, but 11 seemod to me as though it had swung right sround con & pivots

“%ate bow nesr the Indiens ceme %o that line of skimmishers, from whet
direction, and in whet nwder?

Iuwladm.uﬁ:nmqmmhofﬂuﬁmmjd'hrlﬂi”_

wcmermun. They vere coming up the valley, riding rownd to
our .

In about what nuwsbors, =s necar as you can state?

A1l that I sew duping the shart time I wes on the hill was about froo

fifty to seventy-rive Indiams ot the furthest, in frent of the skirmish
line, riding by it, '

State now whet village, if sny, was in front of that skiwmish line, and
deseribe the loeation of that villare ne discoversd by you at the time or
28 subsequently brought to your porsonal mowledge?

The Infian village from thst line, I should say, wns a mile and & half or
two miles down the left bank of the Little Big Horn. The country was level
between the two points, and I think there were ome o $wo spall 4dry streams,

mmamm«-—mmﬁmomlmmu'
swung round as you have deserided?

lot over ten minutes,

Deseribe fully and cleerly the charscter of the tisder to which Maj.Reno's
comaend was moved from where you saw 1%, and go om in this eomnecti

give = full deseription of that timber with reforence to

village, ond aleo with reference to the river?

rimm&qfﬂnduﬁlm.rﬂng«-hthphtw
mpn"c'".

Jeseridbe the timber from that point, representing where the right of the
skirmish line rested? .

8
§

To the reas of whors the skirmish line was drewn uwp is what I eall south -
from that point dowm to the river bemk I should say it wes seventy-five

yards longe

¥ow, from the point representing where the right of the skirmish line rested,
deseribe the timber from that point?

g
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% Uhich end do you men?

A« That would be the southeast.
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How sbout the surface of the country there?

There the underbrush was very thick. I led my horse through that om

the north side of this timber. The streanm pesaes right underneath and
runs right Out on to the prairie, golng west shout two hundred yards from
the brow of the 411l vhere this skirmish line was, and there is o per-
rendiculsr bank there of sbout twenty-rive feet, and it runs out about
two hundred yards, making a bend.

“as that down stresm - following the stream down - the deseription you
have givan of the bank?

Y“. dr.

Fow state how long the commund remained in the woods or timber efter
leeving that skirmish line?

I dm*t think they stayed there either over ten minutes.
Where did the commend then go?

I didn"t seo which way they wemt. I could only juige from the firing,
the direction in vhich they went, From vhare I went into the tider,as

I started to go out with Charley Reynolds, they turned to the left, and

I heard the firing in that direction, snd I couldn®t see anything in from
of me when I csme up theres The prairie wes all open, and I thought it
wes in an easterly directiom.

fas that direction towerd the Indiam village or away from it?

It wes not toward 1%, I¢ was not ¢ frectly opposite away fram it, either.
It wan diagonally acrose from the village.

State the formetion that you noticed of the troops in the timber,after
the skirsish line ha! swung ercund to the river, ss you have deseribed?

The troops I saw in the timber wers in o grest hurry $0 get off. There
seemed $0 be noorder at nll., ivery men was for himself.

ihen they were in the timber, after the skirmiech line had swung around, as
you have described, stste vhother thers wss eny general engagement with the
Indisns in the timder?

Not thet I.could ses. There wns skimishing.

Do you mean with Indians in the timbder?

Yoy, sir, there were no Indimns in the timber,

Siate whether there was any engegement with Indians that were not in the
visher? A

There was firing a1l sround at the troopse

State a8 fully as you can the circumstences under which Yaj. Hemo's
commend left the woods, descriding clearly the memmer of leaving, and all
thet oeccurred in regerd to that that came under your knowledge?

ifter I hesrd the order givem: "Men, to your lorses, the Indisne sre in
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our rear's” the skimmish line was withdrewn from the hill, and every men
went for his horse. I took my time, My horse war tied fifteen or twenty
feal awey, and I got him, and was leading him out, and the soldrs were
going by me on & lope, Thers appenred to be no command or arder sbout it.
Soms officer was with them, snd I halloed out to him: "¥hat are you
going %0 407" 4nd he said: “Chorge the Indiansl" end 1 was not in any
hurry to get out, and Charley iMeymolds eeme up snd I to0ld him I didn't
understand the eall, snd we would probably be in the way of the movement
of the troops. They would undoudbtedly coms beck, and there no use
of us hurrying out, and we would stay there until they came back.

g

/7
Fow state, if you know, who gave the orders for the commnd %0 lesve the
timber - how you knew thet the commend was going %o leave?

Fothing more than this officer's order, that I have already atated.

HState whether all the commend was taken out of the woods at the time iaj.
Reno left; if not state, if you kmow, who were loft in the woods? '

All that I eaw in the woodd were Lisut, DeRudio and Frivate 0'Neill and
the scout ¥illiam Jackson, and myself in the woods where the commend had
besn.

¥hat time of day was it vhen the command left the woode?
should say about 1 o'clock.
How do you know that?

I wes sitting in the tiuber with Lisut., UeRudio, and the commend haé then
been gona for some little time, smd I pulled out my watch and it was
ten minutes apedt 1 o'oloek.

State whether you sre sure that your setch showed the correct time, snd
what evidence, if smy you have, of the gorreciness of your wvatchas a time-
keeper?

I sndeavored to keep the tims the command was moving by, and befors we
startsd I had my watch to the jeweler's for tem or fifteen daye, cleaning
and repairing, snd I thought I had e very good time-keeper.

Stete whether you looked at your wateh ot any other time during that day
after this?

Yes, sir; I suppose I looked at 1t a hundred times thet evening, and the
lsst time I looked ot it it wea about © o'eloek, just before leaving the
woods, sbout dusk; getting dark snough so that we could move out with
safoty to ourselves. '

Your wstch then showed it was eabout what hour?
¥ine o'clock, when we left the timber. It was then dark.

How long had it been dark?

Yell, o few seconds. It was twilight. You could ses a short distance b
not very far.

VYol. 1, p.08 28



Lo

s

A. The bottam wes edout twslve or thirtesn Poet lower than the plain where
the skirmish line wes, and it restel on the Little Sig Horn.

le Then I understend by thet, thet st the outer edge of the timber the plain
wes higher or lower then the bottom?

As It wee higher then the bottom.

Qs How much?

Twalve or thirteen feet,

e When you were in the timber and before iaj. Feno's command had b £t 18,
state whether you sew any hostils Indisns on the right bank of ®ie river;
if so, how near to Haj, Hemo's command in the timber, and in vhat nwbers,
and vhat were thos: Indians doing?

A. Those thet were in our rear I couldn't say whether they were on the .
opposits side of the river or not. I savw tBmior fifteen firing from the
timber at us, and I supposed it was some of the Indiens that had ridden
around from the front of us and got into our resr.

e ¥hen MNejs. Beno's commend wes in the timber, stete vhether it s in s
shelt-red or exposed position, an! deseribe it in that respect? ‘

4. 1 should sey it was ine sheltered position.

Qe Deseribe it, end state why you seid 1t ves sheltered?

A. ¥g hed this brush behind us where we could lie down behind the drow of the
hill snd load end fire, and st the back of us we had the timber, The
timber was wide enough so that the Indisns could not get sight at us to
fire in our resr. The underbrush wes very thick.

4, Now stete in your om words all that tramnspired after Mg j. Hemo's commend
left the timber, 2s $o the movements of the hostils Indians, the sound
of firing, if sny, from what direction, end pertaining to what troope.
3ive all the fucte mnd eircumstsnces respecting these matters on hé 25th
of June?

Ae Ten or fifteen minutes after Mej, Heno left the bottom, I heard the firing
on these hillse

Qe ¥hat hills do you refer to?

Ao Ta the left of vhare hjo Rano was, It was to By M‘O

Ce On what side of the streau? _

i On the righthend side, snd I could see Indians going up these ™vines on
the righthend ride of'tho stream. 1 sew Indisns going up there, end I
could hear the firing ss though they were firing st troops goimg up theres
I knew there sss some troops going by, becsuse I had sesm them back of
that.

Vol. 1, pe®9.

Deseribe the charscter of the ground along the left or the outer edge of -
the timber, as to elevetion or depression. I refor o the elge of
timber next the plain, not next the river?
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Go on and state any other sounds of firing from thet time, end follow it
on down, in marretive fom in your own way?

I heard continuous firing clesr on down, as if there was s genersl sngage-

Cown to whare?

Down %o where I aftersard went, amd saw Gon, Custer's battle~fieli; and
I heard firing t0 the left of the village, three or four volleys,as if
there were fifty or one hundred guns st a volley. Liout, Usiudio wes

in the woods with me, and when we heard this firing, be said: "By O=d, -
there's Custer coming; let's go amd join him.” I told him to wait;
that we had plenty of time; that whem the firimg got opposite tous we
could go out smd join him; that he was now to0 far away,

This firing that you heard to the left as if by volleys, state in regard
to that, whether it wa: before or after you heard the firing on dom the
etream where you afterward found Jen. Custer?

I wms during the firing down there; after the heavy firing down there,
indieating & genoral engsgement st thet polint, where Custer wms
aftorsard found.

You etated that this firing on the right dbank of the river in the dluffs
that you heard, which began abaat fifteen minutes a fter iaj, Heno's commmd
had laft the timber - 1 wish you to commence there, and go on and describe
how long it was that you heard firing in that direetion, or following am
the stream until it had ceased?

There was = continuous firing all the time the troops vere merching

{own there, not regular volleys, but scatteriss shots, sometimes three
or four, and somstimes only one, and then it »ae kept up irregularly; and
when it pot dosn below there, where Custer's battle-field wms, it docanme
heavy. There was a skirmish fire sll the way down from vhore I Tirst
heard it.

“hat kind of firing?
Seattering shots. I an speaking mow of the spece sbove where the first

deadwsan of Custer's commnd was found. OUJubsequently, when we went to
bury the troops there, thers wes a horse wounded stending im the .tm

vhere we crossed.

On which side of the strean was the horse standing?

On the left~hand side.

hat kind of & horse? '
1 have an impression that 1% wes & gray horsee '

ipere was thet place you found the gray horse in reference to the poinmt
*B* on the map.

I would say about whore the letter "1L" §s in "Little Big Born."
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“tate how long thies firing lasted which you have deseribed as though it

came On a command moving down im thet way. How long was it from the time

m firet heard 1t until it censed = “hr. two w.. th!'.. -
long?

The whole firing, from the time I heard it on the bluffs to my right,
on the right bank of the river - they were firing there until derk,

inere?

On the Custer bettle=field. Then there were single shots, or omne or two
at & time, Chall I explain that?

Yos.

It is customsry with Indismns, even if they find en enemy int has been
killed two or three days, in riding by they will be pretty apt to put a
shot into him ag he lies there.

Now state from the position where you were, and heard this firim commencing
on the right, how long it was until that firing had ceased, if you em B
follow its sound?

It was but a short time.

¥

State approximetely how long you think lt was, whether half or three-
quarters of an hour?

Twenty or twenty-five minutes.

How long after that firing had cessed was 1t until you heard these volieys
over toward the left in the direction of the village?

- I was spesking of the firing down on the lime of merch; 1%t had ceased.

The firing down thers /at Custer's ettle-field/ wes s« genersl engagement,
and wvhile that engagement wes goling on this firing hers happened.

After thet the firing, you say, was general?

Yes, sir.

“here?

On what is knowmn es the Custer battle-field,

In what direction, in rogard %o vhere you faund Custer's body?

In the seme direction.

How long di4 that gemeral firing last?

1 should judee it to be sbout two hours.

Inie perticulsr firing as of & gen-ral engagement lasted how lopg?
This heavy firing lasted about two hours.

Utate whet command you joined if any on the 20th of June, 1876, after
leaving this tizber where you were left on the 25th?
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I rejoined iiaj. Heno's commani on the might of the 26gh sbout half-past
11 o'eloeck.

“tate whether you had geen the hostile villege moving svay; 4if so from

::::;m in vhet direction was it going and what was its length a
o :

The night of the 25th we left this timber, sndeavoring to reach Heno's
commend, and got lost, and run into different parties of Indisns snd lost
our arme end decided it would be safer for us to move up the Little Big
Horn end stay thare for the night, and coms past where Mal. Reno had
erossed on the day of the 25%h and from where we were we could see the
command on the hill and hesrd the firing and in the evening sbout 3 o'elock
1 could hear voices north of vhere I wes in the timber., The voices were
outeide on the prairie. I crawled out to the edge of the timber snd I
ecould see a 1ittle walley that the Indiesns wore going upe That was on

the north side from whars I was.

“tate as near as you can whst numbors, whet was the length, size, eand
width of the village” :

That 1 eouldn’t see. I only stayed there ten or fifteen minutes to watch,

From all you sey of the hostile Indisns on the 26th and 26th of June, 1875,
state your estimste of the effective fighting forece of the villasge?

1 should put it domn to between 2,500 end 3,000.
“tate what you mean dy & warrior or fighting men?

idmong the Indiane a boy of 12 or 14 is considered & warrior if he is able
of hendling a gun,.

State what you know sbout the river from the point whove Mai. Heno crossed
it on his sdvence to the point he reached, =ith respect to fords, the
trails, the depth of the wster, the width of the stream, an! the banks

or bluffs on aither side, as far as those matters came within your
knowledge st that time or afterward; bogin at the ford vhere ¥aj. Reno
erossed the river on his advance?

During the night of the 2th I ervssed the river in two places somevhere
between the ford where linj. Reno eroassed it on his advance and vhere Maj.
Reno erossed it going up onto the hill when he was lsaving the valley.
After that I rode over the country end I sar there were five or aix other
fords, end when we moved from or top of the hill down %0 where Gen. Terry's
command was encamped $m the bottom, I went shecd and helped 1o teke the
wounded down, end 1 found several crossing a little south.

Above on the stresm from vhere Mal. Hero crossed it on the 38&2
Yes, sir, going up onto the hill. This part of the streanm below, and

betveen whers Maj. Reno's commnd was drewn up in skirmish line and Cen.
Custer's battle=~risld I know very little ahout.

{fiow in regerd to the point "B® as represented on the map, state what you
| {Mmow about the stream at that point?

;ﬁtmnwnt«ucphm The troil led in to it and I supposed it wee
-nuunm,hmm“mt.“uummlm.htmm
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exanined the opposite bank and found it was miry., I know it =as e vatering

PJL:OI- The right shore was gravelly amd the Indiens used it se a waterim
place.

Ge Begin at "B" and tell whet you krow in regerd to the river below that,
a8 10 ford, trails and benks.

Ae 1 kmow of only one ford - the one whore we found the horse and where we
erossed,

Qe How far was that from the point "E” or "H" on the map.

Ae 1 should say from "E* t0 the ford was between a half and three guarters
of a mile, and almost in & due west line.

Qe HNow in regard to any trails there, state what you know or saw,

A. I noticed only one lodge trail that led down to the stream and erossed
the ford where the horse was stending.

Qe <tate whers thet ford is, with reference o the Indien villsge, as found
out by you st the time or aftersard?

A« I think the first sign of lodges I sew after I got aeross was on the
lefs bamk, probably sbout two hundred yards from the ford., Om this
bottim et the erossing »as a growth of underbruzh, On the right benk wes
some tisber. : i

e From the place whers you saw these lodges, stute in whet direction the :
villsge: extended, or whether the village sas comtimuous from thet point,
or vhether these lodges were simply detached from the sein village?

Ae 1 could only see whers the lodges had been from the lodge~poles and some
bagesge they had sbandoned there. 4s & genersl thing the Indians encamp in
eirveles in bands or families, and it was nearly sll over the bottom and
extanded out to the foot-hills and down below this ford, A lerge portion
of this village was belows this ford.

le Utate whether these lodges where you firet say them, near the ford,
wers at the upper or lowar end of the village?

4. Iney were not quite to the centre of the village.

Qe You have teotifled in effeet thet it was sbout 1 o'clock by your watch
when Xe's fieno's commend left the timber, where he engaged the Indiens.
Now sinte how lomg it was Defore that thet you last sav Uen. Custer's

: d or any part of I%?

ten snd fifteen minutes, I should think, before; prior to Naj.
k. leaving the timber. I sew Ven. Custer's command, or e portiom of 1%,
¥ az 1 =ns going down into the timber.

d1d you see it?

In southeasterly direction from where I was, sbout Oppoeite the letter
4 the word "cmmend” in "Reno's command” as shown on the map.
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it was about at that place you saw his columm.

I supposed it to be Uen. Custer's colusm, as I knew nothing =bout the
‘ivision of the commend into three battalioms. I did not kuow of Capt,
Genteen leaving the command,

“%ete whet confirmed your supposition in regerd 0 that, if anything.

After my conversstion with Lt, Cook at the poimt "A" Gem. Custer's columm
had obout time to reach the point I sew them,

At what gait d1d the column you saw seem to de moving.

1% appesred to be moving very fast. |

In shat direction was it moving in relation to the streem - up or dowm?
Cown stream,

State any other fact or cireumstance within your knowledge that led you
to bolieve, either at that time or es found out by you afterwards, that
it vas Gon, Custer's column you saw.

I found ouwt after that Capt. Benteon joined L jor Hemo on the hill, and
the firing had teken pluce sbout the time I seddit had, and I wae satis-
fied it wes Gen. Custer's commsnd, ss no other commend passed beyond
that point - about half way detwesn Msjor Nemo's position on the hill
and the point "=,

“tate whether you wish to state Shat accurately, or es indiceting sb
the distance. '

About half way I would say. 1 cam't £i: it asccurately.

In regerd to thet firing on the line of march, as deseribed by you, and
which you believed to be thut of Uen. Custer's column, state what move-
ments of Indiems vere made with reference $o that firing or with reference
to that line of murch?

1 will have %0 go beck to where we crossed the ford first. When we came
to thie ford and turned the knmoll, I hed s full view down the valley and
I ecould gee Indions coming upe The bottom seemed t0 be just alive with
Indiens. As to the number, there neemed tobe at least fifteen hundred
coming ups 4fter we got into tho woods snd on the skimish line I wms
aatonished not to see eny more Indisns around there, and having seen Gen.
Custer down there and no more Indians attacking us. I think at thet time
they had discovared him end went there to intercept Jem. Custer, or
whoever the command sas, snd cut him off and go down to the protection of

their families.

tste whether you ssw sny considerabls mumber of Indions passing to the
left and resr of Naj. Aeno's position before he left the woods - paseing
around $0 his left end reer?

A1l thet I saw wes from one hundred snd fifty to two hundred. A portion
ofithe time of course I couldn't see what was toking place = when I was
going from this point in the timber down t0 the right of the skimish limo.

-
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“tate whether thet large body of Indians that you saw in the dottom had
passed around Mej. iemo's rear?

Ko, eir; 1 think not. 1t would have taken them a longer time to pass
around the timber then it took me to go forty or fifty yards in the timber.

How near d1d the Indians or any of them come to Maje Heno's ommani before
the skirmmish line wae woved into the timber?

I don't think they hed got within two or three hundred yards.
In whet nusbers did they come to that distance.

Thet I eould mot say; I could not estimate it because I was firing at the
Indians myself,

itate whether these Indisns you were firing at were the entire body of
Indisns you hed previously seen in the bottom?

A 'puruon of them, but thay were & very suall party.

“hat do rmﬁu by o very emall party? Decyou mean as compared with the
largs muber?

iwenty or thirty.

Stnte what became of the large force of Indians you saw advancing when
Mej. Feno's commend halted and formed s skirmish line; vwhether they ca~
tinued to sdvmnce or went elsevhere?

I should say that they were the same Indians. 4s I ssid defore, 2s soon
as they discovared Cen, Custer's commend marching down they cbandoned.
¥aj. Reno and undertook to istercept and cut Gem, Custer's commsnd off
bafore it reached the village.

Stete whether or not you are familisr with the style of Indian warfare,

and their movements in battle, and whst opportunities you have lmd in
regard to that? .

1 have had a good meny opportunities of seeing Indisms fighting. I heve
been in several Indisn fights, and I have had & good denl of experience
in regord to 1%,

That period of time has your experiemce with Indiane covered? How many
years?

Thirty-one.

‘here would the hoatile Indisns of the plains be most likely to attack
their fos - in the timber, or ir the open ground?

In the open ground.
“here would they be most 1ikely $0 charge or close in on their foe?
In the open ground,

State whether or not & cm of one tundred men with six of seven thoussnd
rounds of ammnition, judiclously used in the timber, where Maje Heno's

Vol. 1, pel08 109



A.

‘e

Lo

La

Le
Lo
Le

Le

lw

Yol. I.le ] ! 'lli

commend engaged the Indieme, oould heve protected themselves for sny
¢onsiderable length of time sgsinst thet particulsr hostile villsge, aml
if s0, how long?

Yes, sir, I think they could have held out sgsinet the whols mumber of

Indiene as long =s their ammnition and provieions would have lasted -
that is resolute, det-rmined mon.

“tate, if you know, hos nuch smmunition wes in lnj. Feno's commend in the
woods at that pluce?

I doa't know that.

State, if you know, from the sound of Tiring by Me !, Feno's comand, sbowt
how much smmunition hed been fired awey before he l=ft the woolss. Toke

it on @ gemersl aversge. You have got to coneider the time the command
wae in there? '

1 should ssy between thirty enl forty rounds to & men = I mean to s man
engeged. 1 Tired during that interval thirteem shots., 1 lost consideradle
time in going from the outer edge of the timbor down %0 the right of the
skirmish line.

State sbout how much time you lost? - &
I don't think over five minutes.

State vhether you examined or went over ihe battle~field of the Little B
Forn; Af 20 wvhen, and what discoveries did you make, if sny, Wi th
reference o doad bodies of men and horses, and what other evidences did
you Tind showing the fate that befell Ger. Custer's commend, or any part
of it, ané otate whare you found those evidences?

I went down with Maj., Heno's command from this hill to Gen. Custer's bet-
tle field, end was there during the whole of the time they were durying
the soldiers. 1 made »0 discoveriscs, exeept this ford, Fhen I ceme %o
it I saw from the marke thet as 1 supposed Uen. Custor had attempted to
cross there, thst he had bdoen delayed some 1ittle time, end left I8, I
only judge from the signs I saw at thst ford, 4After that the tmops
esme over, andé crossged at this other ford. Then we ceme wp into map,
and 1 went dack %0 get some artislas that I had left in this tizber where

. me were cut off.

Jtate whether you found sny dead bodies of men, or horses on the loft aside
of the Little Big Horn river?

1 saw two on the north side of one of those revines. There are two that
put out sbove the villege. It wes below the first ruvine.

How far from Maj. Sevo's skirmish line weas thet, or hls position in the
wood 3

A mile and & half.

How nesr were those dead bodies to this ford thet you speak of st the
rive™?

It might heve been half « mile, sné it ~ight have been three-gusriers -
betwesn one=helf snd three-quarters.
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Do you state that as a fact, or en estimete?

1 state it as an estimate. 1 sow seversl desd horses inm the villsge that
I suppose belonged to the 7th cavelry, I saw "U.8." and "7th cevalry”

branded om the shoulders, They were in the village, on the right of some
lodges,

Those two demd dodies you sew there - t0 what commemd, if any, 414 they
appear to have belonged?

One man had on e pair of dlue punts very greasy and dirty, end with holes
in the knees, and I suppose he belonged to the 7th cavalry. I had no
means of identifying what commend he belonged to.

The other man - was he a white nan?

Yos, sir; he was stark neked.

¥ere there any other evidences that you saw on that side of the river in
regard to these matters om the loft bank?

No, sir, I don't think of anything else just now,

How far was the {exnt where you saw Gen. Custer's body from the ford you
have deseridbed?

Botween a half and three-querters of a mile from my recollection of the
distance now.

Vo you remember whether there were eny dead bodies ncattered betwesn that
place shere you saw Gen. Custer's boly, and that ford?

Yes, sir, there were o few bodies botween those tw0 points; perkass one-
third of the way from Uen. Custer’s body, coming to the ford, I szaw two
or three lying there.

You saw Lisut, Cook on the right bdank of the river, st a littls lmoll,

near shere Maj. Feno's commnd crossed, end when you returned %0 the command
of Maje Heno the commend hed all erossed over and were woving down the
vottom?

1 think I seid thero was en Indian seout et the ford wsailing for m.

. Now state whether, in retumming %o Maj. dno'u cammand, you met eny one

going back toward Uen. Custer's columm?
¥o, sir, I have no recollection of meeting any one.

State whother your route wea such as to enable you t0 ses snyone going
back communicating between the two commands?

I don't think snyone could have been by me without my seeing him.
Then, at 1 o'clock P, Me the Court adjourned to meet at 1 o'cloek 4,k

Monday Jamuary 20, 1879.
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SEVENTH DAY
Chieago, Illinoie

Mondsy, Jen'y. 20, 1879,
11 o’clock A.Me

The Court met pursusnt to ad journment.
Precent
Col. Johm H. King, 9th Infentry
Col. fesley Merritt, Sth Cavalry
LS. “ol. ¥, B. Royall, 3d Cavalry.
Recorder
let Lieut, Jesse M. Lee, Adj't. 9th Infantry.

Na jor feno and his coumnsel were = leo present,

The proceedings of the Court up to dste wers read snd approved.

During the reading of the testimony of the witness Cirard he mede the
following corrections: On page 133 he desired to chenge the numbers of
Indiens he thought wiyld be emcountered st from 1500 %o 2000,instead of 2500
as there recorded. On page 159 - ss %o the time Hajor leno's command left
the woods changed 10 minutes past 1 to 10 minutes past 2 o'clock.

Aleo corrected the time Uen. Uuster gasve ia or Neno his orders to
sbout 1 o'clock instesd of sbout 12 o'elock.

Ma jor Feno then u;xad the court to empower the Recorder to subposne Capte.
J. Seott Payme, 5th Cave snd ‘ergt. Delaey, Cos "I, 7th Cav, as witmeses in
his behalf. Ltating thet Capte Payne had mede s careful exemination snd map
of this whole country, and .ergt. Lelmey was present on the 25th and 26th
days of Jume, 1876,

The court indleated that it would set upon this spplieation during the

sessiom to-daye.
The exsminstion of the witness Cirerd wes then continued by the Heecorder

as follows?

Qs Gtate what order or instructions, if any, vere piven by Gen. Custer at
early dswn on the morning of the 25th of June in regard to halting or
moving the command on thet sorning, and whore did Jem. Custer go after

giving such order.
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The commnd was halted end orders wers given to make coffee with small
ﬁm.thrimhmwtm-hthmrumwc,thomh
remain saddled, and we would go imto cmmp ofter day-light. I hed orders
to communicate the same to the scouts. After coffee was wade I lald down
by the aide of my horse. 1 don't kuow how long I slept, dut Gen. Custar
woke me up, and take the two scouts that had come im from Lieut. Varnum,
and aceompany him to share the scouts came from, up on the mountainse
4g 1 was getting rendy, and had uy back turned to Uen. Custer, either
Lieut, Cook or Tom Custer eume up snd nsked him if the commend should
follow. He ssid, "No, you will remsin here until I return. “e then
mounted snd rode on %o tho foot of the mountain - as far as we could go
with our horses, and then dismounted snd welked %o the top of the moun-

tein and there round Lt, Varnum, Soyer and Bloody~inife who Mmd sccompanied
use

State when Gen. Cueter left the command %0 g0 upon that divide, what semior
officer remained with ths troops.

1 suppose the next senior officer of the command would be Ma jor Renoe

Did you return with Cen. Custer from that pluce, amd if so, were the trogps
found where Uen. Custer ordered them to remain. _

I returned with Cen. Custsr to within 40 or 50 yerds of the commend. The
command had then moved out end come sbout three niles tozaprd us from
where v had left them. '

“tate any faetz or circunmstisnces showing how far snd in what direction
the troops had chenged position and shether or not that cheange had been
made by Upn. Custer's orders.

I was with Gen. Custer during the whole time, from the time he left until
he roturned, and I am emtiafled no orders vere gont back to move the .
command .

Utate i you know who erdered the troopes to sove on durismg his absence.
That 1 cen't sgy.

Commente &t thst point on the map marked "C" representing the right of
¥ajor feno's skirmich line, and give e deseription from that point as
near ns pou cen of the river to opposite the peint “B* on the left dank:
not only what you saw at the time, but what you saw after, in regard to
the timber: whether the timber was continuous or in spota: whether in
bends with openin @ between, and how 1t was, siving as careful deseription
as you ean of it.

%y recollection now is that but s short distance after naking that tumm
at the perpendicular bank, the simber commances agein, but I don't know
how wide it is, but there was timber sentSered all along dotween those
two points, with opemings st intervals.

hmt sas the width of the timber below the point "i%,

There wore heavy bolies of timber in there snd s g00d deal of down timber -
1 judge 1t was from = half to three-quartors of a mile wide, winding émt
and dm: ot some places more dense than nt others, with opemings st places.
1 wss in there hunting lodge poles %o make litters to carry off the woundsd-
below "B" on the left bank of the river.
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Yescribe in the same mamner, as far ss you moticed it at the time or
afterwards the timbered bottom on the right dbank of the river from op-
posite the point where Wajor Reno's skirmish line rested: whether dense
or open; end whother the timber extended to the benk end all sbout it.

From the point "C" to the foot-hills on the right bank of the river, it
wes quite open with e little senttering S@mber. Below that the timber
was quite heavy, with openings similsr to thoss on the left bmnk.

How far did you notice it.

Kot far. Above "B" the river rune in close to the foot-hills and bejow
that 1t followa the bench. There is no timdber on thet side very near to
the ford vhere the horse wus found stonding.

Hov near vere the bluffe on the right benk of the river to the position
occupled by lajor Reno on the left bank where he hed the skirmish line
deployed.

Fully three quarters of & mile away.

Following the dluffs dowm did they come nearer tham thst or did they tend
farther away.

They tenied fapther away.

State in what condition were the horses of Ma jor Zeno's command at the
time he engaged the Indiams in the woods on the left benk of the river,
as compared with the comdition of your own horse, and etate thy you know
it.

I 414 not notice that the horses were in any way fatigued. They s eemed
to be riding on the bit: mine wes. He wus comparatively fresh, and I
would not heve hesitated to hav. ridden him 40 or 50 miles the next day.
He was my own horse and I had taken good care of him, as far ss grazing
wio concarned. I hed no grain for ny horse.

How was it aht;t the use of your horse ag conmpared with the balance of tie
horgses of the eommand.

I think I did more riding than the eversge of the command.
044 you have a change of horses.
%o sir. 1 rode the sane horse all the time.

Questions by e jor Renos
You 4o not sgree precisely with the mep Lieut, Msguire submits and I
want to pet your understanding of the position. Loeste the place that
you and Haynold®s stopped for & drink of whisky.

I would meke this skirmish line & 1little éifferent. I think the line
extended asouth of west,

The witness then indiceted on the map with e pencil by the figure "1»

the point asked fore
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¥ho wae with you.

Then you have no ides, from this map, where you first saw the Indians
the time you commniecsted that fact to Gen. Custer.

No eir, not by the map.
In what direction was it from "A" where Hajor Reno crossed.

On = continuation of the lime from "C" to "A" back from “A" end it might
be a little %o the left, That was the genersl 4 irection.

After you leave "A" what is tho character of the ground up to the point
vhore ¥a jor Heno took position on the night of ths 25th.

For a short distance it sppeared %0 be level and them broken and rugged.

4id you pase from the point whore Mejor feno was on the night of the 25th
o the point "A" at eny time,

On the night of the 26th ebout 10 o'clock I cuma from sbove "A" end
passed batwesn that and the lodges stood vith the dead Indisms in to
wheps I joined a jor Heno's commsnd.

At what distance was your route from the river at that time.

1 judge thet from "A" I must have passed to the right of the kmoll I
described, nbout 75 yarde, and continued on & trail thet wes there.

Vhat kind of a treil was it,
It was night and 1 eould ot tell. I supposad it was an old lodge trail.

What do you estimste the distznce to be from "A" to the point vhere Kajor
Beno wes on the night of the 25th.

i pille or & mile snd & Quarter,

Then what do you fix as the distance detween "A™ and "E" by the best
sractienble poute on the right benk of ths river.

Hetueen 4 and 5 miles would be my estimate of the distance.

Ynat is the distance between the point where ks jor Reno was on the night
of the 25th and the point "E".

I should think it wes near 4 milas.

The point where you saw Adfutent Uook the lest time, where was that with
respect to vhere iejor Reno wes on the night of the 25th.

I did not see Lt. Cook after coming beck mear the eroesing at "A".

Wiﬂmmt see¢ the colump of ven. Custer, thntmmoﬁulfor
repaons of your owa %0 hsve been his ecolumm,

The coluwmn 1 ss¥ end clsim was Gen. Custer's command ses abast st the point
“p* i the word "com:end."

11



(e Vhere was the last point you saw it,
Ae It wes in thet vieinity.

Ge TYou d41d not see it sbout helf way between the point where isjor Remo took
position and the point "Ev, r

A 1 414 not. I have not seid I did.

Qe %hat was the character of the place from which you firet saw the Indians
end from shich you brought beck the méws to Uem. Custer thet they
wero there. “as it high land, a hill, or knoll or what.

A. It wes & 1ittls valley as ve ceme around the kmoll om the right bank of
the Little 34g Hornm on ths leoft bank. There was a knoll we had to go
around %o go across the ford.

Se Is thst the place you spesk of riding on & point of land, seeing the
Indians, waving your hat to Um. Custer and eulling out they were running
1like davile.

Ae -0 sir.

4« F%hare was that.

As It was very close to the lodgeswhere the dead Indiane were.

(e “hat was the ehuuior of that land,

4, To the right it was a broken country. It wes @& smell hill 20 or 25 feet
higher than vhere the lodge was standing, end & short distence fromit,

Qs Ym'tht point shere did you ser the Indiasns ~ on which side of the river.

Ae Thare was where I first saw the Indisms to say I knew they wers Indisnse
In the morning 1 hed seen them from the mountain-top where Lt. Varnum
was, Thst is I saw & lorge black mems moving, which 1 sup;osed %0 be
Indiens and ponies. :

Ga There were the Indisms at the time you sew them from thet little hill.

A. They were down in the bottom of the Little Big Horn river.

%o How far down the valley were they, and on which alde of the river.

A, 1 should sey over three uiles from where we were snd I judged them to be
on the left bank of the river.

4. You were then sbout a mile and a half away from the ford ware you.
4. I said sbout a mile from that kmoll to the ford.

e 1 understood you to sey the inoll at the edge of the river was aWut e
mile from shere you sew the Indiane snd mede the ammouncement to Gem.
Custere Am 1 right.

be Yoo Eire

Then from the ford "A" how far domn sh-nqummmmmm
gaught sight of them.
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I should sey two or two and & helf miles from us.

They ware om the side of the river to which iajor Bemo afterwsrds erossed.
Yes sir.

You eame down and communicated that fect to Gen. Custer did you.

1 434 not come down, I retumel to Lt, Cook.

“hat 314 1Is. Cook do.

ig soon se I communiested 1t to him he said, "All right CGirerd, I will go
end report, you go on.", and he wheeled his horse and went backand I
joined Ha jor Reno's commend. 2
%e don't understend esch other. I am talking sbout the point of land where
you saw the Indiems snd said to Cen. Custer here are the Indiens and they
are running like devils - you saild that @id you.

I wheeled my horse side ways and waved my het to sttract ottention and
hallooced "here are your Indiane, runnizg like devils”. 1 rode domm, and I
think Gen., Unster and others went up there to see them, '

Are you sure of thet,

I am not: I think so.

ihere was iajor Hemo at thut time.

I can’t say positively: I saw seversl officers sround Gen. Custer. Uy
impression is he was close there.

7ith what offiecers.

1 don't remeuber: I remenmber seeing “en. Custer.

0id you see Lieut, Hodgson.

1 could not place any of theme

Uid you see Lieut, “allace there.

1 444 not notice sny perticular one: '_h might have been there.
lajor feno was with the officers,
Yeos sire

"In what position toserds Yen. Custer.

1 ecould not give tholr relative position.

You d.w't know vhether Gene. “uster vas on the right or left.
¥o, but my impression is thet Gen. Custer wes to the right of kabr Reno.

You vere sbout & mile from the knoll st the river's edge when you pgave
that informetion: whst next took plaes.
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Then I rode to the commend. Yo went but a short distance beforé Gen.
Custer called ¥a jor Heno who wes then o the left, He beckoned to him
with his finger and Ma jor Reno rode over., Yhat being my firet trip with
troops I was vory enxious to Xmow what was going on, end hesr the orders.

“hat were the orders.

“Ma jor Neno you will take your battalion emd try to overtuke the Indians
snd bring them to battle and I will support you.” ind ss iejor Remo

wes moving off end had got 6 or 8 or 10 feet Cen. Custer said "and take
the scouts with you."

“id YMajor Reno have any officer with vhom he was riding go with him to
Gen. Custer to roceive that order,

Trat 1 did not notice: I wes wetching “en. Custer.
Pid ¥ajor Reno come nlone or with some officer.

1 enn't say: I wae not notiecing eny other party. I wes noticing Gen.
Custer patticularly.

044 Adjutant Cook deliver the order from Cen. Custer to Vsjor Hemo, or
did Gen, Custer give it in person.

The order I heard given wes direct from Uen. Custer %o liajor feno. I do
pot pr tend to say Lt. Cook did not communicate the order first.

Then Lieut, %allace, when he says the only order was received through
the sdjutent, wae not correct in his statement.

1 ean't help what Lisut. “sllace says.

He is not correct, according to your judgment. ;

1 have no judgment to give of thet: this is simply my own testimony.
“hat ¢1d Major femo do them after he received that order.

He sterted, and as I had heard the order, it was not necessary for me %0
receive it from Uen. Custer or anyone else. I communicated it to the
seouts that we were to follow that paprty, and fell in. “e got to the
ford sbout the same time.

Iin advance or st the same time.

4 1little to the left I think.

4 1ittle behind or before him,

At one time I was within 8 or 10 feet of ‘ajor Reno.

it whet time was Shat.

Iz going éoom the velley, betwesn whore he reeceived that order and the
ford, end 1 noticed there were seversl scouts to my right and some to my

left. 1 am not positive whether there wore any betwesn fajor Nemw end
myself or note There ngy Raye been one or two.

Yhere were you when edge of the river, in reforencs to

la jor Renoe
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There I think I wos u little in sdvence and to the left, he @ ing %0 the
right had to mske a larger oircuit around that kmoll them I had.

He was at some distunce from you shen you resched the river wus he mt.
1 should sey he was 12 or 15 fest from me.

“hat mas he coing.

Coming to the ford.

Repldly or mot.

I think he was coming ot a fagt trot.

“as he in sdvence of the column or not.

I think he was.

%as he nlone or not,

I think he was not alons: there were plenty following right around him.
“qre there any officers with him.

1 414 not notices

You zotiesd moboly but him.

He was the commanding officer eand I was watching hin,

Befors you passsed around the knoll you pessed = heavy Indien trail,
Yos sir there sas & treil that tumed off to the right.

You paesed that before you resched the knoll.

Yoas sir.

On pussing thet treil yo. were in full sight of Gen. Custer,

1 é44 not look back, but I should say it was.

that did Ha jor Heno do when he got to the river.

I enlled his attemtion to the Indians that were in the bottom. ¥e looked
at me, looked st the valley and gave the order "Forward®.

imet lengusge 41d you uee to him =t the river's edge.
1 sdéressed him as ke jor feno.
hat elee.

I colled his sttention to the Indisne coming uwp the vallsy to meet us
saying, "Ssjor femo the Indisne are coming up the wlley to meet ue”,

tho was vith him at thet time.

I 412 not notiece.

4495
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Yas he stopping there on thet side of the river at that time, or was he
M!l‘.

He was just coming up to the river at the time; he was in motiom I
believe. I had hslted I think, I am mot positive.

How far were you from the river at that time,
I judge 15 or 20 feet.
You had stopped end dajor Reno was estill riding.

1 448 not say positively I had stopped: I hed halted 1 think, when I
spoke to him,

You 414 reach the edge of the river at thet point 15 or 20 feet in advence
of Ls jor Reno.

4bout the same time I should say.
You halted and he wae still riding whenfou made that remark.
I did not say so. You meke me say things I have not said,.

Tell just what Us jor Reno was dofing vhen you helted there: wee he riding
or not.

He was moving. His horse was going and mine was goinge 1 checked my
horse and may have halted when I spoke to Ma jor Hemo end eslled his
attention to the Indiang.

D44 Na jor Heno helt or not when you told him that?

I think he checked his horse.

Hajor Reno wss then in advance of the command,

1 think he was shead of 1%,

How far was he shesd of the command,

1 guess they were all near togethers

Y4 the others check up when kalor leno halted.

There seomed $0 be a momentary helt.

¥as that becsuse Me jor Reno checked his horse.

I don't know,

ihat did you then do.

I stood there and sew part of the commmpd cross and then rode back
as 1 have stated to notify Cem. Custer,

Had e jor feno told you to taxe thet knowledge back.

¥o sir, 1 thought it of sufficient importance for Gen. Custer %o know it
without oriers.
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Qe "hers were the Indians with respect to M jor Reno's ¢cmaand when you
started back. - ”{.

A. They were coming up the valley.

G« How close and in whet pumbers. /7

' J
As 1 juige sbout tnntlundnhuunr.&u"ﬂhmm |

‘e So large as to excite your apprehensions of Ma jor Reno's adbility %o mnee

[ T

As Yes, sir.

s That wme your resson for sending beck word to Gon. Custer.

A. No, sir. I knew that Gen. Custer was loboring under the imprecsi on thet
the Indians were rumning awey, and 1f he knew they were coming to meet
us I thought he would do samething I did not know what, I thought it was
of importance enough for hizm to know it. '

Qe Did 1t pass through your mind thet he would divide his commend.

A. Fo sir,

%s i@ you have a thought on that subject.

Ae 1 thought probably it might chenge his plans.

Zs In what respect.

i, By pressing forward, snd if there were sny perties out he sight eall
them im, or he might haeve recalled lMa jor Reno for all I knew.

Q. P14 m thuk it possible that Gen. Custer would eross to the llpraﬂ of
¥a jor reno

L. I did m.

‘e This netion of yours was based upon the large number of lndians you saw
coming up the valley.

A. Yes sir, knowing the impression Gen. Custer was leboring under shen we
: ltl'nﬂ“o

G. You halted, saw pert of the command cross the stream them turned mé met
Lt. Cook. How far from the river's edge wae that, at the point "A",.

A. As 1 said before this map don't come up %o my idea. That might huve
been 60 or 70 feet fram the river, and from "A" two or three hundred feet.

Qe From the point et which you turned beck how far was Lt. Cook.
A. I met him from the poimt "A" sbout 75 yards 1 think,

2. D14 you meet him at once or did you have to wmii,

A lﬁ, he was coming around as we met.

. In whet éirection was he coming.

Yol. 1, p.ll’ 11 ?
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loking arcund the lmoll, coming toward us.

You had some comversetion with him.

A few words.

“hat were they.

He spoke to me, saying "Hello, Girard, whas is the matter’” I seid I
had come dbaek to report to Gem. Custer that the Indians were coming up
the valley to meet us snd I thought he ought to kmow it. He sald "all
right, po on, I will go snd repors.”

Did he surn dack.

Yes sir.

¥ss he aftorwards found whers Gen. Custer wes found.

1 d4d not see him: I heard he was.

Fhat did you then do.

I turned my horse end came %o the foxd, About that time all the trogps
wers over exce)t one scout wham I had told to weit there for me. Ve
crossed and overtook the troope end went down at the lft of them.

D4 you halt on the bank with that seout and have some conversation.
%o, 1 ecrossed over immedistely = the troops were going om.

How far from “A"™ towards "C” were the troops at the time you ceme back to
the ford.

" 1 judge they were four or five hundred n:-u. poasidbly a quarter of a

mile from "A".

How long had you been gome from “A",

They were crossing when I left: I rode ebout 75 yards and s®pped
few seconds or possibdly s minute and rode back. 5y the time I got
they wers probably 507 yards awey.

i@ you follow after the troops.

a
back

Yoo sir.

 ¥here did you overtake them.

1 got opposite them about half way dowmn.
On wnich side.

1 wss on the loft of the troopse

Away from the timber.

Yes sir.
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Did you ride with them the rest of the way.
1 was at 0o time within 200 yerde of auy compsny: I kept out of the way.
“here didyou stop.

The seoute were seattered over the bottom. The first halt wms mde where
Feynolds, Hermdine an! mysel$ =topped.

How fer in rear ot.tlu skimish line sere you there at that place.

I judge 1t wae between 850 and 75 yards.

The skirmish line wes forme! at that time was it.

Yos sir, 1% was.

You galloped to the point *1v;

Not st first, I galloped 4111 I overtook the troops.

Then 418 you go Taster or slower.

Slower, %o allow the troops to get mhead of me.

When you got to the point "1* did you dismount at once.

The troops had got around in front of me: I wes riding beshind them.
Reynolds, UnPorter, Hermdine and myself had got together one by ons md
we dismounted st the point "1v,

Then you sccompsnied theee troops t1ll they got about half uym
"A" and “C". '

From vhere I joined them I sccompenied them side by side $11l I checked
my horse and allowed them to eroes in fromt of me. 3

¥hén you checksd your horse were you half wmay or wore betueen "A" and

"%
I julge a little more than half way.

flow much slower from that point to the point marred *1* 414 you ride than
the troops did.

My impressicz is I wemt at & trot and walked nnnmun.'
How meny minutes do you supposs.

A short imtervel: probebly helf & winute: or & mimute. I eimply checked
my horse.

Your geit from the point where you ceased riding with the columm, was &
minute or half a mimute slower to the point b § 8

1 @14 not go slow thet whole distance: I ehecked up about that times
You wore o minute or & minute smd & half lster reaching _m point *1* than
thay were.




Ae The time I checked my horse was the time the command got in fromt of me.
Ce How much were they in fromt of you: = minute or a minute and s helf,
A« 1 cen't come dowmn to seconds.

“e Vhem you got there the skirmish line was formed.

Le Then I dimmounted they were.

Ge You were then what distanece behind.

Le From 40 to 75 yards.

e Uare tha troops dismounted.

i, Yes sir.

(e “here wars the horses.

Ae The men were leeding them into the timber.

Qe '"hat was the position of the skirmish line st the particuler period wvhem
you dismounted.

Ae I could gee then deploying as s skirmish line ofid I called Reymold's
attention to the faet that they were forming = skimmish line vhen we die
mounted.

S, Howifar did they sdvence after they dlsmounted.

Ae I did not see them advance at all.

Qe U0 you know wvhether they did or did not advence.

L. Nothing more them I have siated, that they appeared to me to Rave swung

sround, making the left the right flank. J¥hey mey heve marched im, the
movement I did not see.

Qe if they had swung sround would they not have expossd their backs to the -
Ind ians.

4e I don't know thet it would be necessary %o turn their backs to make that
movement.

i, Then do you mean %o sey the right of the line vas stationary.
Ae No sir.

(e There was the right of the line at thst time,

4. ligsting on the brow of the hill in the timber at “C*,

Qe They remainmed there did they.

A. They fired same shots from that point.

G. Uid they remain there.

A. Some time. 120
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Ge The change was not an advence of the skirmish lime, but only s change es
to the position of the line itself.

Ae It seemed 50 to me.

Ge It was to get the men in the timber was it not.

A+ I suppose it was.

Se Do you meen %0 say the line ¢i¢ not sdvance deyond "C",
As I can't state positively.

Ge Do you know whether they did or nos.

A, I said I did unot know.

T« Then are you sure you wers right vhen you stated there wee no sdvence of
the line after the men had dismounted.

Ae 1 414 not answer there was no advance made of the line.

ke ¥ow do you to-dsy know shether or not there was any advance.
Ae I do mot.

(e How long 414 these men remain on the skimish line.

Ae 1 judge mbout 10 minutes.

Ge Then they were withdrawn into the timder were they.

A« They chsmged their position gmd came om the drow of the hill.
e They wwre withirawn were they.

A, From beinz & skirmish line ou the plain, they were a skirmish lime in the
timber.

Qs Then the skimaish line was in position when you were at figure "1v,

A. Yeos sir.

G, Yss that the time these men were buck on the edge of the timber or the
- brow of whet you eall the hill. :

A, 4bout that time.
Uy ¥hat wes done then - what did the troops doe

A. I have stated they were on the bros of the hill fighting the Indiens as
ekirmishers.

e Bow long were they there.

A. 1 estimsted 1t to de sbout 10 minutes - while I was golng snd tying my
mo,gongtpmorufntlnfm“lw!om.

% During those 10 minutes wers they doing snything else then firing.
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I =as not watching the troops.

Could you hesr them doing anything else then firing. Could you hesr the
horses being used in any wgy.

No sir, not during those 10 minutes.

Wbat followed after those 10 minutes passed.

The order wes givem, "Mem %o your horses, there sre Indisne in our rear.
“ho gave that order.

Capte Moylan.

How far was he from you at the time.

He was somevhore within 40 or 50 feet of vhere I was standing, probebly
not so far.

Uo you know from whom he received that order.
1 do not.

Uid you see lajor “emo at that time.

1 did not.

Then what followed.

The skimish line withirew and went to the timbsr for their horses.
They withdrew at that time.

Yes sir, when the order was given.

‘nere had they been before.

On the skirmish line.

“here weas the line then.

On the brow of the hill.

How far from the line were the horses.

I ean’t say; I did not see the horses.

inere were you at thet time.

Fes i& extresme right of the whole skirmich line on the brow of the hill -
the extreme right hand =men.

You were nearest the river of rll the skirmishers.

I judge 1 was.

How long were they in lesving the timbar after the order to retreat had
been given. \
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Frobebly they occupied a minute or & minute and & half,

How long @id 1t teke Major Heno's commsnd to go from "A" 0 "C".
I don"t think it took them over 7 minutes ~ probvably five.

They were 10 minutes on the sidrmish line.

Yes sir.

And 10 minutes in the timber.

Yoo sir.

4And = mimute after recesiving the arder they were back on the other gide .
of the river - you have told this story a good many times have you not.

Not & greet many times.

“hat do you call 8 great many timea.

I don®t think I have told it = dozmen times.

Has it not been your chief mubject of conversation $0 oll parties.

#ith friends I have discussed it ceveral times.

Have you not declered the fight to be st 1 o'clock instead of at 12,

I Sook notes st the time or shortly sfter.

If you will uum ny question you will have an opportunity to explainm.
Have you not alweys deelared it was 1 o'elock instesd of 12 when you were
et the timber.

I may have said one and I may have ssid two in conversstions: 1 would sy
about,

Could you have said 1B,

Yo sir.

Not at any time.

Fo sir.

Could you heve seid it was sbout 1° whem you erossed at "A".

I might some time or asnother have sald so.

You heve to-dsy sltered your stetemsnt of the time. You say you Ind some
papers or letters in your possession. Om Friday or “aturday last you
made your statement, now vhare did you get those pspers or letters.

You peid you would sllow me to make an explsnation. I made notes s short
time sfter of sll the circumstances where I was conneeted with the move-
ment,of the troops and had them at home end still have them, BSefore
starting here 1 tried to find them but could mot. On the 23th of Februery

1897 received a letter from s certain party, end in reply, I bunted
wn&:ouc rofreshed my memory,end wrote shat 1 kmew adbout the whole
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affeir. ' Oundsy 1 got informstion thet letter was hers and I applied for
it and got 4% end refreshed ny memory as to data.

Ge That ever stories you may heve told between the time rnu sent the letter
which you s0 mysteriously ssw on ‘undey.~

Lo Thers was 5o mystery sbout it.

“e ¥eoll which came into your possession on Sumlay, Whetever time yoyhay have
fixed for the action on the pert of Major Remo, have been incorrect
unless you said it wes one o'clock he was im the bottom.

Ao That pert was nmot correct.

‘e You had = very securate watch at the tims you were in the bottom.

fe I professed to have & very 7004 watche

“e Are you sure now that your memory im other perticulsrs sccurately repeats
what that sccurats watch indicated,

A Yea sir.

Ge You are sure,

A« Yes sir.

%« You sltered not merely the time vhen Major femo was in the dot®m, but tie
time when he erossed the ford: what was the ocecssion for the second
slterstion.

Le Cuch s long time has intervened since these circumstances happemsd, and
I have not looked at any memorandum thet it was an impression I had that
the crossing wes st such time. 1 was poeltive 1t wes 10 minutes pest 1
or 2 when I looked st my wateh and I thought it was 10 minutes psst 1.

e You have nltered the other movensnte to correspond with the time you fixed
for the presence in the timber,

Ay Yes zir.
te Ihat i¢ a matter of culculst fon.
A. I mever fized the time there, I said about.

e The time kejor fleno received the order from Uen. Custer: have you red
that a2t all.

A. Fo not that I vemember., I thought the correction of one valdd be gufficient
for the othar. .

Qe When you last ssw Gen. Custer's column where was it.

J;. At shout the letter "D"initly word commend wes where I last saw what I
sup osed wss his command.

Ge Where were you at that time. _
i, On the point of going into the timber st "C%,
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Just after you left Heynolds when you and he had that meeting together.
Yas sire

here was the skirmish line then, in position or not; wes it on the plain
or sbout st the edge of the timber.

My impression ie they wer: still on the skimmish line as we started t0
£ into the timber,

You were then about at the Miter "C".
Thet is the point,

That see the last time you saw the column that for ressoms of your own
you sre satisfied was thet of Uen, Custer.

Yeos sir.

Pid you not my you saw it for the last time 10 or 17 minutes after ¥ajor
Reno left the timber,

Ko sir.

In no pert of your tutt'-uy.

No sir.

If you did state that 4t could not be the tiue could i%.

I say 1 ¢1d not state that. |

D4d you tell kajor Neuno of thet faet = of hsving seen thet command.

Kot there. I told him sfterwerds, in & subseguent conversstion that I
::fnnuu. Custer's commend mu:nan--nwuumm

“gqs it on sny day on which the 7th Cavelry was fighting Indians that you
had that conversation with liajor Heno.

Fo sir.

Yas it long = fler,

It might have been 3 or 4 days after,

That was the first time you told iajfor Nemo that.

Yos sir.

‘hat do you fix as the distonce between the ford "i™ and the letter *D*
whore you sew the column of Gen. Luster.

I juige the distsnce between the two places 10 be & mile and a half or two
nilese

At what gait wes n.en-m.
That ] con't sey: it np:ut{zt_s be going fast.
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“hat do you fix 1t at.

I simply looked deek end saw they were moving and sent into the timber.
n-u you no estimste in regard to the pete of speed.

I could probebly fix the sstimate thet they were et a fast trot
the cloud of dust, as i i

"bat was the character of the country between "4® and "D".
Holling and broken, with ravines.
Difficult for horsenen.

Ko sir.

Could hoaofrolxwnwnthrrmtumllimmutu.m‘
to Uy in 2 direct line’

No, sir; you would have to meke a eircuit.

Could a msm go from the point where you saw thet colusmm, that you supposed
to be Uem. Custer's to the point in o direct line « the point where you
saw Cene Custer's command the next to the last time?

Ko sir; I should say note

hat io your judgn'nt would be the length of time required to pass over
that distance, at the rete st which you saw the column moving, from the
point where you lsst sew the column on its way dosn the stream?

fmen 1 went down to Col. Look, I 418 not ces the commmnd, I don*t know
wherse it wes. 1 knew it wes in the rear, but hos fur back 1 couldn't say.
It would depend upon the rate the troops wsere golng. If they had been
golng at the rate at which they were going when I last saw them, I think
it would hu'u teken them fifteen or twenty minutes.

How long after you left the ford where Reno orossed on his .lunn. di4
you ses thet column?

Pprobebly ten or tvelve minutes.

Shat became of "Bloody Knife’”

I dién*t see him, sir.

Do you know whether he was killed or not?

1 hesrd he wes killed. I understood he was killed by the Cheyenne Indiens.
it shose side. U0 you kmow whether it was at ¥aj. Heno's side, or not?

I don't knowe

‘hore wore you when the first nan was shot?

The first man I kmew of being shot was to my mul‘uﬁ. lead ing horses.
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How long sfter you went into the timber?

I hadn't got into the timber yet. I was tem foet or so from the timbder.
1 saw Mu':todmluvhg the timber going out, and thet is all I sew of
Maj. Reno's command, 4% that time I heerd firing into them, on their way.

Then seeing this column thet you supposed to be Gen. Custer®s when the men
vere on the skirmish line, snd 1t required sbout ten minutes for thes %o
be withirawm and placed on the edge of the timber, and ten minutes longer
to be in the timber, and one minute to remsin there befors they started

back, where would the column under Gen. Custer have probebly been when
iiaj. Reno reached the top of the hill?

1t would undoubtedly have desn beyond this point where laj. Reno went up
the hill at sbout & point I will mark "2" with pencil. I should ecstimate
the distance to be two %0 two amd a hslf miles.

4% vhat rete did Reno's column move to the ford on the retreat - =t & trot
or a gallop?

I 4idn't see then go.
Did you see Maj. Heno's column mount the hilletop at allp
No, sir, I d1d not.

That wes the distonce botween the risht of the skirmish line, end the hille
topt

I should judge it to de nigh on to 2 mile: sbout a mile,

How long in your judgment would it take the men whom you say left the timber
pell mell to go from the skirmish line to the top of that hill, end

" crossing st this point where Maj. Heno erossed, snd teking his route up

thet hilleside?

1 don't kmow, sire It would have taken them but s short time. I should
think sbout four minutes to reach the top of the hill, from the skimish
line. 3

Then you give about fourteen minutes for the command under Col. Custer to
go from the poimt 0 to the poimt "2%,

It would depend on the rate they were going. I should sy tem or twelve
minutes.

Vhat is the character of the country?

It iz there on the divide; no bad ravines after you get to the top of the
hill - none dut very small omess I think he crossed aot the head of them.
The country is such that he could have procesded at a2 rapid trot.

You d1dn't see Maj. Reno's column moving out but you heard firing?

I heard firing sfter Heno's commend left the bottam going wpon the hill.

Utste whether or not with & consideradle of firing, a columm on top of e
nill eould have heard the firing from Maj. Heno in tha dottom them?

I think they ought %o Beer i%er, 5
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Fould it not de as sudible to them es firing on the top of the hill would
be %o & column in the bottom?

I should juige more so.

Uid the point where you last sas what you swpposed %o de Uen., OCuster's
column commend = view of the timber, and of the plain?

1 think i¢ 414, I pessed there in the night, snd had 1% been the daytime,
1 eould have seld positively whether it 41d or not.

You saw the column et thet point, now the colusm of course ulu have
seen the position in which you were?

Y.l. sir.

¥ouldn't 1t be easier for them to look dowmwerd, thsn for you ®© look
upward?

They were more apt to see ue than ve wers to see thems Yhen I saw this
column the lnet time I wae om the point of going down into the timber.

“hat sre the duties of an Indien interpreter?

Ky duties were to comsunieste between the scouts, and shoever was in
commend of them, and »ith the command ing officer, and with sny Indiens that
might come in. Any news I received through the seouts I reported.

Your duties wer: not then those of a seoul?

1 have never been a seout, sire

Apd you have lived thirty odd years in the country?

Yes, sir: I will be thirt;-one yeurs in the Indian country this coming
Novenber.

Married, are you?

1 am, eir.

To an Indian women?

A white women, sir.

Have you been merried to an Indisn voman.
Yes sir, I have beemn.

This wes the first expedition of troops thut you ever accompsnied?

!“. .”.

You said to Charley Feymolds in the timber: "¥hat kind of a d~d move is
this?" ;

Yes, sir.
ihy 414 you thimk sof
Becsuse 1 $hought it wee safer a:mu tisbers
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"hy 314 you think 1t eafer in the timbers

1 sav the Indisns in the prairie, and if the command moved out into the
prairie I thought the whole commsnd wouldn't lset over five minutes. I
thought it was like running into certein deeth.

4nd you thought that wes an excess of bravery, if anything?
-1 didn't imow at the time what the intentions of the troops were. 4s 1
und erstood at the time we were to cherge, snd it wus my supposition if
they charged they would return there.

Thea Tor the troops to move out of the timber was not an act of cowardice?
No, sir; not that I ksow of,

You said to Reynolds after they hed charged they would return?

Yes, eire I d1dn't know what was the object of the move, whether it was
sinply to charge to drive somabody of Indians cut of a certain plce or
position, and it would require the whole force of troops %o do it. In
ny judgment 1t was safer for the troops to remsin in the timber,

Vhat would heve been tho effect of moving in the other direction - dowmn
through the village?

I should have thought if & move wes made in that direction, it wod d
simply have resulted im the loss of some few men, before we reached the
next body of timber, bu: we would have had probably equally ss sheltersd
a position there. '

You would still have had to teke s sheltered positiom there?

From the punmber Sr Indisns I should say yes.

In sny event you would have had to shelter yourselves under cover of the
timber?

1 should have congidered it policy to 4o so, but I um not 2 military ssn.
¥as Mr. leysolds e militery men?

No, sir; he was s scout,

Hie 1¢ the one who lost his head?
Yes, sire

And you did mot?

Yo, sire

He was unnerved, was he?

that subject, I will sey that Mr, Reynolds and I were
mm:::dmd{.m;hr.mtﬁuummummhﬂ
lllﬁtolilumtll.Mamutimtothhdnth-ththmnmn
r-mno-thtupuuu-neildﬂmmu;ouumii-.rm_
mptrrmhhlmuahrui. If I wee in the seme position I would
do 1%; m'umtuﬁu.ra‘u.nah.fm-wmmcru.
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Then Heymolds was umnerved in the timber?
Before he went into it.

Did you sse company U, Capt. ¥ier's company move down that highlem on tie
right side of the river?

I d1d mot, sir.

“hat troops, if any, save that of the column under Gen. Custer, did you
see on the top of the hill or highland on the 25th?

The only command I sev on the hill was on the day of the 25th. I did not
ses Col. Benteen come up. I was in the timber when he ¢ame up, amd not

looking in that direetion. I saw Maj. Heno's column on that hill-top on
the 26th.

On the 25%h, in the afternoom of which Col. Custer was probebly killed,
did you sse eny of ¥aj. Hemo's column on that hill-top?

No, sir, I sew no motion of troovs in the direction of where I b st saw
Col, Custer's column, exceprt his columm.

If troops had moved out in the afternoon, say at 2 or 3, or 3:350 or 4
o'clock, and moved to the point "2%, wouldn't that satisfactorily eccount
$0 your mind for much of the firing you heard in the afternoon - troops
moving from this point where Maj. Hemo stood?

No, sir, it would not. There was heavy firing in the eftermoon at other
point then in that directiom.

“hare?

Fere on the hill where Ma i, Aeno's comand was. I couldn’t fix thi hour
when thet firing commenced. I should judge now, never having given the
subject & thought before, that it was batween 3 and 4.

Between 3 and 4 was the heavy Tiring?

Yes, sir, heavy firing. I know there wae a2 long space of time that there
was no firing, I heard s few shots in the bottom - ome, two, or three.

You fix between 3 and 4 o'clock as the time of thet heavy firing from

Apout the time it commenced. It continued until the evening sbout dusk;
a little before 9 o'clock I think.

Then before throe and four this firing commenced, and eontinued heevi 1y?

H“‘il,-

Do you suppose a men surrounded vith s fise of thet kind, as close %o him
as it wes $o the force under Maj. feno, would be lmlytonnru noi se
made in amother direction?

1 think not. He would not be very spt 0.

That seriod of time do you fix during vhich there was no firing?
A couple of hours I should saye
150
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After Haj. Ruolmthatiuunmumnnuwﬂihw“m\
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ahots Tired in the valley, and everything remeined guiet except a shot

now and then, but I couldn't tell in whet direction. This contimued until
the engagement commenced sgain in the eveninge. !

“as there much firing om Maj. “eno's column when he wes in the timber?
Oh, a lively skirmishing.

“ae the presence of the Indieme such that there wis reason to expect a
prolonged fight there on the part of the Indians?

Yes, sir. I can't say when the first shot was fired by lieno's commsnde
Yhen I wae dismounting I heand & few shots, dut I can't sey whether it
was in front of the skirmish line or outside. tome of our » couts had
gone outalde =fter some ponies.

Do yom know wvhether there wms sny firing on the skirmish line? .

1 do. |

Fuch or little?

I did a 1ittle firinge 1 did not see the troops =t that time, but 1 heawd
congiderable firing while they were in the timber. I do not know how
much asmunition esch man expended, but I should estimate between thirty
and forty rounds to the man that was engeged, I don’t know how many rounds
they had when thoy went into the fight.

Fave you any unkind feeling towerd Mej. Heno?

I h” Iﬂt. .h‘

Fot a particle?

Not & m“ul‘. sir.

5168 he dismiegfou from your position of interpreter?

He ‘“. sir.

Prior %o this mttle?

He ﬂ'l‘. sir,

And you have no unkind feelings toward him on that acount?

None at sll, sir.

Tho reinstated you?

Gen. Custer.
The court was then cleared upom the eppliestion of s jor Hemo for

addit onal witnesses mede this Wormning, and sfter mature deliberstion was re-
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opemad and the decision of the oourt m aennouned thet the application would
be granted, b
The eourt then st © o'cloek Pu M., adjourned to mest at 11 o’clock i.Me
tomorrow., Tuseday, Jeny. 21, 1870,
LIOHTH DAY.
Chiesgo, Illinois
Tuesduy, Jeny 21, 1879,
11 o'clock A, M.
The eourt met pursucnt to edjournment.
Present
Col. John H. King, 0th Infantry
Col. Wesley Merritt, 5th Cevalry
It. Cols ¥W. B. Poyall, 34 Cawvalry.
Hecorder
1st Lte Josse i, Les, 4dj't., ©th Infantry.

fajor “eno and his counsel s re alwo present.

The procoad ings of the last sossion were read and spproved.

“itness Oirard corrected the record ez the same appears on page 174 in
snsver to the question, Have you boen married to en Indian woman, by meking
the answer resd - °I never we. merried to on Indisn womsn: 1 heve hed
Indian women.™

The examinstion of the witness Gipard by la Jor feno was then continued
as follows: .

Qe I wish you would fix om this map the place vhere Charley Reynolds was
killeds

Ae¢ Reynolds was killed at s point daek of the point "1" and in a southeasterly

direction from 1%, st about the point I now mark 3%,
Se Whare were you at that time.
A, At the edge of the hill.

Ge Would the letter "C" indicate alout the poizt you were, as well ss any
other.

de Yes sir, }
Qo Heymolds wes killed trylng to overtoke Msjor Heno's cammnd wss he not.

As Yes, air, 1 suppose 80. 1:)4
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How far from the ford "A" was the point on the top of the hill or mountain
whore Gen. Custer went, snd om returning found the commend had been moved.

I Judge £t to be between 17 and 13 niles.

“hen he ceme beck the cammend wes slreedy in motion without m y order
being given by.himself,

“hen he returne! from the mountain top the command had moved from where
ve had made coffes thet morming, sbout 3 miles.

In the same direction 4n which it afterwsrds continued to move.
Yes sire.

“i¢ you mesm to infer or to have the court to infer that it was by Major
Feno's order the commend moved forward.

Kot 2t all, from my testimony.

Do you know Im& there vere any side~de~c mp to Gen.Custer there.
Lte Cook wes his adjutent.

Do you know whether there was any offic er acting ss ailde-~de-camp,
Ko sir.

o you know in what capacity Capt. Tom Custer wae acting.

I don't know I suppose he mas in commnd of his coupanye

Ug you know whether he had any other duty to perform than %o command
companye '

I do not, |

Lo you or not knov by whose order the commani wes moved while Gen., Custer
wes on the mountsin tope

¥o, sir. I mever pretended to say I did know.
vas the order of march changed after Yen. Custer returned to the columm.

Ve simply followed down the valley.
The sams order was observed after he joinel the commend.

The line of m:_veh: yes, sir.

Yostorday you were asked if you thought it possibls that Gen. Custer
would croszs to the support of lajor “eno, ani you anssered, no sim Did
you have sny thought whetever upon the subjeet of what would be the
gction of Uem. Custer, after he received the informetion you Imd given

to Liesut. Cook.

I thought probably it might hurry him up, or change his plens, if he had
6Ny

Ce m,.gﬁgumﬁpnmmw side of the river.

-
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As I don't know that ] fave the subject a thought at that ‘lil..‘
Ge TeTe you not astonished to see his colum: go in that direction.

Ao I don’t know dut I was & little dissppointed, though 1 em not o military
) N

Qs “ore you not sstonished.
A+ No, sir, not really astonished.
(e Have you not said you wers astonished.

A. I have said I expected he would support us, but 1 did not know how he
intended to support us.

“e Have you not seid you were sstonished on seeing him go im thet dirsction.

Ae I may heve gaid so.

de Have you not said so often.

A, 1 think not.

“e Uid you say 50 to any officer.

A. 1 eam't say to whom I adiressed my conversstion.

(s “18 you aver ssy eo to Col. ®, ¥, "mith of Jen. Terry's staff,

A. I am not sure.

Qe Have you any children by Indisn women?

The Recorder objected to the guest ion dacause its only object must be %o
attenpt to degrade the witness in publie uﬁuﬁm, apd seked the Cairt to
instruet the witness he might enswer the question or not =& he chose,

The court instructed the witnes: he need not answer. |
7. How many miles had the horses belonging to the commsnd traveled within the |

three days preceding, commencing on the £2d of June and ending et the ford |

"A" on the 25%th.

A. I never measured it and would have to guess at the distence., The 284 I
heard they traveled 12 miles; the 23d sbout 30 miles; the 24th about 35
miles; the night march on the 24th about 17 miles to where we halted to
make coffee; from thereto the divide I estimate at 5 miles and from there

to “A" shere Major Heno crossed the river I estimate the distance to be
13 miles, meking = totel of 107 miles. This 1s the first time I aver

figured on that distence.

4« Yns your horse sny detter or worse tl_nu the average cuwnlry inno-

Q.
A. I think he was & tougher horse for thst purpose, He was part Censdian. 1

Ge Dié you not have very much bettor opportunities for grazimg your horse
than the Cavelry had. "
104
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Yos sir, I had,

Kas 1% not their ctice to
o oy Practice ride in order, and remain together during

Yes sir.

“id you mot heve opportunitiss by virtue of the office you held of going
off the line of march and get good grezing for your horse.

Yee, sir, I went vherever I wanted to for Fress,

You had better opportunities of taking eare of your horse than the
envalrymen.

Tes, eir, in the way of grazing.

‘are the baodies you found on the laft bank of the stresm mutilated or not.
They were scalped. .

7ar- either of them headless.

I think nots That is =y recollection now, though seeing 20 many I can't
recollect cortainly.

How long after Major Reno's command left the timber did Heynolds attempt
to follow hine

That would be getting me down t0 secands, I con't say, it wans immedistely
after.

Luestions by the Hecorder.

You heve testifie’ that you were with Gen. Custer all the time from the
time he laft the command vhere coffee was ma‘e in the early morning of
the 25th till he returned snd met the command, and you were satisfied
the command had been moved forwerd without sny cdmmend from Gen. Custer.
¥ow state sny faet or circumetence which led you to believe that was the
caso.

On our retum, sbout two miles from the mountein top where Lt. Vernum
was with the scouts, and sbout three miles from where we had made coffee,
on ecoming up = little rise, we looked shend and the commend eppesred to
be coming tosand us. Oen. Custer, not sddressing his conversstion to
me, but rether seeming to express his thought sloud, put epurs to his
horse, saying "Who in the mischief ~%,

Ma jor Hgno here stopped the witness snd objected to his steting eny

comversation with Gem. Custer in the sbsemes of Major Remo as not within the

scops of this ingquiry.

The Hecorder seid: I wish this witness o detsil the fects snd eircum=

stances by which he imows Uen. Custer did not opder the l_ﬂ forward: and

vhether it was by order of Mejor Hemo or some me else may be shown hereafter.
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The Court directed the witness to continue his enswer, vhich he did es

follovwas=

Ae

A

Ca

he

moved that commend:™ end with that started in o fast lope and 1 followed.
The first »sn he met was Col. Tom Custor, probably 60 yards sheed of the
command, =nd the first question the Genernl ssked him was: "Tom, who

moved the commsnd? Hie reply was, "I don't kmow, the orders wers to
march and we marched.”

You heve testified thet whem yourself, Reymolds, and Hernd ine halted in
the little sway, near the okirmish line of ¥ jor Hemo's comuand, you sew 8
few Indiane sbout 1000 ysrds awey. cState how you arrived at that distance.

The Indisns were riding eround om those foot-hills %o the left of where

the skirmish line wes formed. They had got sbout opposite the lime and
were firing et our scouts who were going into the ravine to try snd espture
same ponies. ‘e were firing at the Indians, and some one, 1 don't remenm~
ber »ho ssid let us all fir- through different sights, end sombé took 800
soms 1000 and some took 1200 yard ramge, holding e coarse sight on them,
and every bullet fell short of them.

ere Shere any other Indiens nearer to ke jor Hemo's command ot that time,
if s0, how much nearer, an! in what nusbers.

Ko sir, they appesred to be eabout the scme distanee. They were riding
along ope end two and three together, I camn't give the numbers: 1 dam't

_ think I saw over 40 or 50.

D44 you report %o Ad Jutent Cook at the time you met him st that kmoll,
snything in regurd to lsjor feno's command having then erossed the river.

’o 'u. ”t a m.

You have testified that you thought if GCem. Custer imew the Indisns were
coming up he might want to reenll la jor Reno. Ztate whether that ie a
mere supposition of yours, and if not state vhet produced that impreesion
on your mind, . -

Ae It was simply = supposition of ny ows.

Q. Jtate from what you saw them or lesmed aftery whether the Indians you saw
caming up the dottom to meet Major Heno was the whole fighting force of
the village or only yart of it.

ie I should judge from the nusber that it wae the whole fighting force.

¢, Otate whether sny trumpet or bugle eslls were soumded st or sbout the
time ¥ajor Heno's command loft the woold on the retreat.

A« I heard none.

Qe State from the time you first heard the seattering shota on the right bank
of the river, on what you belicved to be Uem.Custer's line of mreh, how
long it was t11l the soumd of firing became renerals

A. I believe I seid 15 or 20 or 25 minutes.

Q. Otate how long thet gemersl firing lasted.
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fbout 2 hours,

"hat was the direction of the sound of that gemeral firing - I ®n't mean
the axaet point of the conpass but whether from up or down the river.

From down the river - a southeastera direction.

Had that gemerel firing down the river cessed before you heard the _
firing as of » general emgagenment around Maj. Reno's position on the hill.

The general heavy firing hed ceased, but as I said before, I heard firing
there till derk.

How long hed the hesvy firing down the river ceased until you heard heavy
firing around Ha jor Heno's position on the hill.

I can't fix the time. There wae en interval of perhaps half sn hour.

Ltote whathor or not you heard seattering shots eround ¥e jor Hemo's posie
tion on the hill during the time the sound of gemersl firing was going
on dovn the river,

I heard a few shots but I eould not tell vhether they were on the right
or left bank or in the dottom. On the line of NMajor Heno's retrest there
wore several soldiers killed, and as the Indiems would pess by them I
could hear them firing into the dead bodies of the soldiers, and I ecould
hear them talking distinctly.

ihen you heard firing in the direction of where Cen. Custer's bdoiy was
afterwards found, in what direction wes the wind blowing,

From the dircetion of Gen. Custer's battlefield. The way I remembder it &
when sitting in the brush in the timber where is jor Hemo's skimish line
had been formed, the Indians set fires in the little opemings in the
timber and the smoke came over us from the north, passing in the direction
from which we had come in the morming.

Thet are the gensral duties of an ilhm his relations to the
commend ing officer, whether at a post, or in ths field.

is I understand it, I am under the direct cammend or order of the Post
Commsmder, whoover he may be, If thare is en orgenizetion of Indian
seouts 1 am under the command of whoever commends the seouts. If there
are sny Indisns arriving at the Poet, I meke it a point %o get all the
news they have end report it to the commanding officer, snd sll communice=
tions he has to make to Indians are mede through the interpreter,

Sgate whether his duties are of a confidentisl or publiec nature.
They are often confidentisl.

Under what commend ing officer were you serving when you were subpoensed
here as & witness.

Under Gen. -turgis, 7th Covalry.

“gate in what capeacity you have been employed by the Government since you
have been in the Indisn country, and neme the officers under whom you haw

50 served.
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Hajor Heno objeoted to the question me entirely foreign to this inquiry.

¥e have only asked such questions as will temd to show the yias of this wite
nesa towards Majar Reno,

The quest fon was then vithirewn.

Ge “tate 1f you kmow for what resson you vere diseharged by Major Hemo or
what reasoms were ziven st the time by Ma jor Hemo himeelf.

Ea jor Heno objeeted s an improper subject of inquiry.
Tithout elesring the court the objeetion of iajor Reno was sustained,

“e You have testified that the commsn? traveled 107 milss from Jume 224 wp
to the time you resched the point "A"™ om the map. Now state how much
more then thst, if any, your horse hed traveled during the same time.

e 1 don't think I had ridden more then 8 or 10 miles more than the command.

‘e How was your horse supplied with grain, as cospered with the horses of the
canzmand,

he I don't know how the horses of the command were fed. I had a littleograh
to sbart with and fed it sparingly to meke it last,

“uestions by Major Reno.

Ge "hat mas the character of the country at the base of the moumtain o the
top of whieh Gen. Custer vent and saw the Indians.

i. On the side we went up ves & 1ittle ravine with tisber in it end part of
the way up there was a spring.

‘e That was the character o° the country over which the command moved from
the point where Gene Custer left it that time to the jpoiut of his return
to the command,.

A, Smooth and lavel, & 1ittle rising.

(e ¥nat was the cherseter of the country on the other side of thet,

As That I could not say.

e Uas it hilly or not.

ie I think om the right it was not billy: omn the left it was mountainous.

%e Pme it necesssry to go to the top of the mountsin to obiain a view of the
Indien encsmpment or village.

ie That was the imtention and objeet.

‘. That =as the height of ihat mountain sdove the route traveled by the commens.
A. 1 should eay seversl hundved feet. |
Q. D4 thet mountein top commnd & good view of the Indians.
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e had & good view of the Indiens and ponies: we ecould ‘ot distinguish
one fro: the other. He sew & large black 888,

“here was the mext point after that where you saw the Indianas.
At this knoll near the lodge with the dend Indisn im 1t.

How far from the mountain top wes it to thet kmoll.

I should say 11 miles or s0.

How many Indian “couts erossed the ford and went into the engagemsnt with
la jor ileno.

That. 1 M't know,

Those persons on the left after poniea, were they Indian seouts.
Yes sir.

You were »ith Rgnolds et that time.

Yee eir.

Cuestions by the Court.

About the point "B" you speak of having been over the ground over the
left benk of the stream to get lodge poles. 4re you certain there wss no
erozsing thers - thst 1t wsould not be possidle to meke a erossimg there.
1 44d not examine it on thet side of the river. Vhen we moved dom #ith
the commend to bury the dead, I noticed & well beaten road, led to i%,
and that the opposite bank wss niry, end the bank was about 18 inches
higher then the water. I found there had been no horses or snimuls across
there. I knew it must bde miry or the Indians themselves would use 1it,

Ug you think it had been used ns & watering pleee fronm the right bank,
with the Indian village on the left bank.

Yos sir.
Ther- was no possible way of getting out on the left bank,
I think not with enimels.

The witness then rotired.

lisut. Chas. 4, Varnum, 7th Cave & witness c=lled by the decorder, being

first duly uém. to testify the truth, the whole truth and nothing bdut the

truth, testified as follows:

Ce

Le

Cuestions by the Hecorder.
state your name, rank, regiment, end where serving.

Charles i, Varoum, let Lieut, end . Me 7th Cavalry, serving at Fort A.
Lincoln, +Te | ,
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On what duty were mﬂﬁ. :
<o . £5th snd 20th days of June, 1876, ond with

I was 2d Lieut, 7th Cavalry ot thet time, in commsné of & detachmont of
Indian couts, with the 7th Cav. under -en., Custer in the vieinity of
the Little Big Horn iiver, "Momtans Territory.

or iht troo s or compenies did Uen. Cunter commend consist on the morning
of June 25, 1876.

It consisted of 17 companies 57 the 7th Cavalry, snd the detachment of
Indian Seouts which I commanded. :

“as Major ¥, 4, Heno, 7th Cave with that command.
He was, es second 1in command «

Agninst what enemy if any was thet commend operstiing.
Against the hostile Sioux Indians,

tate vhether or not the 17 companies of the 7th Cavalry were togsther
on the moraing of the 25%h of June, 1876,

They were.

At that time what were the indiecations if any of the proximity of hostils
Indiena.

1 was not on the trail exsetly oa the morning of the 25th, but was de-
tuched, seoouting. The Indidntions were the statements of aur Indians
that they could see the village.

State if ya know into what battalions the commnd was dividedbn the 25th
of June =nd shat officers wore nssigned to the comsnd of those bsttalions,

1 wes not present with the commnd when the division wes made and do nob
know, except os sppeared after.

S4ste whethor or mot Major fHeno had command of & separate battalion on
the 25%h of Jume. '

He had.

Hoy meny compenies were in his battslion +nd what wae its effective stremth.
v

1 don't krow whet commend wse assigned to Major Heso. 1 only kmow whet

was under hiccommand when I met him, EHe then had three companiss with

him. The nusdber of men is a matter of opinion only. I think the companies

averazed sbout 40 men each. .

Do you imow what orders wers ;ivem by Gen. Custer or his adjutaent to
Major Remo on the 25th of June 1876 with reference to sttacking or pur-

suing the hostile Indians.
1 446 not hesr sny: I was not present.

Tas there any sepsration of the command, and st what point did the
ssparstion of Maj. feno's command from Gen. Cu-ter's occur.
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The command of Maj. Heno was pasein |

g Gen, Custer end his staff at the
tine I reported to Gen. Custer. Thet wae sbout s mile from where Ma jor
Reno aftersards erossed the Little 54g Hom. 1 started on and fell in

with the commani ss it went. ' I think one compeny of the battalion had
erossed the river vhem I reached it. ‘

Jgseribe with as mueh particularity as you csn the movememts of the three
companies of Major Reno's command, from the time it seperated from Gen.
Custer's columm, to the time those companies ceme within sight of the
Indisn village or within sight of the Indiens, snd state what orders if

any were given by Mejor Hemo during thet particular period of time.

L do not know whether the Indiens had been seen by Major Remo's command
at the time it separated from Gen. Custer or mot. I had seen the Indisns
in the bottam for em hour or mors before the sepsration took place, as 1
was on the high bluffs. The three companies moved out in column of fours
at & rapid gait. 1 rode ot the flank et = rapid gait $o overtake the
head of th- column, erossing the river as 1 have stated,

After seperating from Gen. Uuster's column, where did ‘m last see it
before crossing the river.

I 414 not see it sgein after I left it. Frobebly I might heve seen i%,
but I d4id not look for it.

“hen Major Heno's commend went down %0 this ford how far was it shead of
Gene Custer's column at the time it reached the ford, judging by the gait
both were goinge. ' .

“hen 1 left Gen, Custer he war at the head of his column moving at a wal ke
¥ajor Reno pulled out at a trot. JFrom what I have seen of the country
eince Ugn. Custer must have turmed off s0 that it is impossible for me

to tell whet was their relative positioms. They may have been traveling
in the same genersl direction or mno%, I don't know.

“hat time of day we: it whem the village was Tirst seen by you, and how
for was Major Feno's communé from the village snd low far was Gen. Custer's

column from it. _ -
I had seen the village befors the commends separated.

Ueseribe fully snd clesrly the loeation of the village when it was s een by
you; ths topogrephy of the ecountry around it in reference Lo the s tream,
the hills end mounteins around 1%, ar 1t appesred et the time o al esub-
sequently ascertained by you. .

The village was situsted slong the left bank of the Little 5ig Horn, and
owing to the lay of the land, that is the bend¢ of the stream, and the
timber sround on the left bank it was imporsible unlsse you get out off

the plein to see =uch of the village. ‘1 could see some of the teepees
sut it was impossidble to see the whole extout of it; and never heving been

over the ground since where the villsge stood I don't know the lay of
the couniry there.

From the view you hed of the villegs or of the Indiens, what wae your
opinion at the time ss to the gize of the villagej thet is the affective
fighting force and state to what extent those impressions were confirmed
by events thet tranapired after.
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Ae I don't think I ever made an estimate of the strength of the Indiems $111
1% wes over. There were more Indioms than I ever saw before. I had seen
mmense numbers of Indiams from the top of the bluffs while out scouting
ond knew there was o very large village theres

Ce Begizbt the right bank of the Little Big Horm, where Major Remo
from Gene Custer; end give a detniled deseription, im merretive form,/the
success ive movements of Mg jor Reno's eolumm; the orders givem by Maje
Feno or executsd under his direction, stating every circumstance within
your knoxledge as to his conduet as the commsnder of troops up $0 end ine
cluding the 26th of June 1896, In smewer %o this question give s deseription
of the ground passed over by lnjor Reno's cammand, the stream or s treass
erossed, the engagemsnte had, end in short, every circumstence having any
relution to the conduet of Major feno or his commend on the 25th emd 20th
days of June 1876.

Ae 4s I sald defore, I left the head of Gen. Custer's column t0 overtake the
battalion thet was passing us to got shead of the troops thamselves to
seout aguin and the hesd of the colwsn soon after erossed a little tributary
of the Little 5ig Horme I waes sbout the middle of the column as it passed
there and 1 was forced off the trsil and didn't join the commend until
it wes just crossing that ford, One company had got seoross ths ford st
the time I got soross myself, Thers were eight or tem Indien scouts w»ith

- me at the time, and os soon as the column passed I was joined by Limut.
Hare, who had been detalled to mssist me in scouting. ‘e started out
firty to sevemty-five yards ahesd of the command. The botiom opened ot
vider 25 we went down the stresm. There was quite a large body of the
Indiene some 1itsle distance off, and they were running away from us and
then rumning back, running back wnd forth seross the prairie snd toward
us, end in every direction, spperently trying to kiek up al! the dust they
could, and 1t =as s0 covered with durt it was impossible $0 discover the
nuzber of Indizns there. 4t times they were apparently munuing sway from
usz and then halting and urann; around and msking a heevy dust. 1
noticed all of ¢ sudden that they stopped and turned backward, ond I turned
my head around and glanced dack to see the cause, nnd I noticed a
‘battalion deploying from eolum: into line, and 1 supposed at the time
 that they supposed they were going to halt, snd turned back om us st that
time. The commnd then moved forward agein in line snd vwe rode om, I
suppose, fifty yards i front of the line, and ss we went down the bottom
we vorked out towerd the bluffs, toward the left of Col. Heno's line. Th
Indisns let us come closer and closer ss ve esme down, snd we could see
about half way down to where the final halt wos made, and we could see u
pumber of Indian tepees, end as we worked out toward the left =e could
seo quite a number of tepess, nnd they evidently were circling amonget
thenselves, snd when they got down opposite the village they didn't un-
cover the villags much. ‘e went omn down possibly two miles, and the line
hslted and dismounted, I wos not present snd didn't hear any of the
orders, =nd don't know what orders were givem. Then the line halted, I
rode with Lisut., Hare, in tower’ the line, and the Indi:n soouls, es they
generslly fight in the Indisr fashion sere gone I don't kmow whers, end ay
old company that I belonged to was in the line, Cupte Moylsn'®s, end I
went baek snd reparted to him and told him I should stop with iix upany
during the fight. The line was then deployed perpendicularly ¥9 the
genersl direction of the river, snd the ekirmish, immedirto'y gdm
beSiween the Indisns and the troops. “hen I had been on the lije ten or '
fiftoen mirutes 1 heerd someboly say thet °G* company was golng te cherge a
portion of the village down through the voods, or samthing 30 hat effect,
I heard some of the men calling out *C company is golng to 'W'
I wes on uy horse snd I rode dosn imto the timbor to go +ith 8 ompany
that wes going to charge the villsge. Im the Simber thove ik & I]P‘EQO
. ‘- : - : »  TReR.
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glade or opening, end I kuow in viding in on to this opening I oould see
the atreax in one direction, €0 we must have nesr the stresm, and I
eould see the line of the opening in fromt, end/Supposed there wes a de-
tached portion of the village an the other side of the ctream, and that

is where they vere going. I heurd no order. It was just & rumor thet I
followed, and 1 saw Cols Reno there., He was right with “G" ecampany,
evidently derloying it, or sssisting to deploy it %o go through the woods s
The compsny was on the down stream side of the opeming a=d I esid: "I am
80ing to chargel™ or sometiing 1ike that, snd I rode to where the colonel
was, and the colonel ssked me if I had just come from the line im fremt,
and 1 tolé him I had & few moments ago. In coming down theve I was d slayed
by the nerrow imtries$s peths in the Tirst odge of the timber getting
through there with uy horse, end he said: *I wish you would go back there,
ond see how things are going on, and come back snd report to me."

I turned deck on uy horse, and sas riding scross this opening when I met
Lieut. Hodgeon and ssked him if ke had just come from the line, and he
8aid he had, and I told him Maj. Zeno wanted to kmow whet was going om on
the line, snd if he would report %o him, I would ride up snd come down
agnin o few moments afterward. I wes with him e few minutes sfterward.
He thought his horse was shot, and he was enxious to know sbout it, end
thet délayed us = minute, them I w=ent upon the lime., I went up through
the paths 0 where the line was. The lize ot that time appearcsd © have
fallen back %o the edge of the timber, that ig, 1t wes lying on the edge
of the timber instead of being perpendicular %o it. The commnd was
lying in the timber, snd I cuuld 2ot see 2ll of the men. 1 sew Copte
Moylam:the first when 1 got onto the adge of the lime, and he called out =
I don't know that he intended to speck to ma = thet the horses that we
had dismounted from were beyond the left flank of our line, that the
Iniians were eireling into the timber toward his left flonk, and wamald

cut off our horses, and that all our extra smmunition was there, and that
something muet be done. I told him thet I would bring them up, and I wemt
buck, Ip order to zo down the line, I hed to go down into the woods to
thisz opening, end I rode down to the left of the line, and called out

for "A"™ company men to follow me with their horses, and then, 1 guess,

the whols of the other companies followed me. I went up with my owm
compeny, and we ceme right in the roar of vhere Capt. Hoylan was. This
wee sbout at the rear of his owr line, I dlsmounted them, end went up °
an the line, and as I 414 =0 I heard Capt. Moylem ecall out that his men
we e out of emunition, and he ordered thet each altarnate mam should fall
beck from the line and get ammunition out of thelr seddle-bags, end re~
turn to the line, 0 s& to let the others go buck ond get mwwmmnition from
their saddle-bage. Then I got up to the right of the line and met Nr,
Giraprd and Charley Reymolds, snd stopped amd telked with them I guess
abaut & minute or two or three miputes. ‘hen I heard from the woods
eries of "Chargel chorgél ie are golng to chargel™ There wms quite &
confusion, = something sbout a cherge down in the woods, ans 1 jumped up
and said: "Fhat'e that”" and stsrted dovn into the woods and grebbed my
horse, Jverybody was mounted. I didn't heer any orders. 1 just umder-
stood the men celling that they were golmg to charge, andé I grebbed ay
horee and mounted him, snd this being in the bushes snd the =en mounting
fust outside of the bushes kept me in and I couldn’t get out until the
men hed passed. As soon ss they puseed .0 that I eould get out I got imto
the path myself end cume out with the men. The heed of the column ws
then sbout s eocuple of rods or samething like that from the elge of the
timber as I ceme out end I lst my horse have his head snd pretty soom
overtook the head of the columm. I had & very fost horse. 45 1 came
up with the bead of the column 1t was probably sbout half-wsy from there
$0 the ford st which we erossed scom after. I come up on the le ft-hend
side of the column, end I didn't see any officor st the hesd - that is,
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“dI cime up, understand. I supposed there had been a chargs started,

ond thet the firet mem out of the woods had struck sams Indiens and wheeled
and started for those, and the others might have followed them., I didn't
know what was up, snd I yelled to them first to stop, and wy horse was
rlunging end I plunged by, end I saw Mejor Remo and Uspt, Moylanm. Not
seelng the comusnd et all on the left, I supposed they were mot there; em
then they went on from thers to the river and crossed the stream,
Imasdiately on the other bemk of the stresm is & very high bluff, thet
went up probably, I should juige, ome-third of the way, as I remember it
now, snd I know that the horses were pretiy well played out. They were
all panting, and climbing that perfectly steep hill, they could hardly
moke it. I don't lmow exeotly what 41d happen at that time at the hesd
of the columm, becsuse my srderly that had been with me was very badly shot,
and his horse was shot, end his horse fell with him there, and I stopped
to pick u e loose horse snd mount my orderly. The hend of the columm
halted there, or thers was » sort of s delay there, ani somebody zeid
they ware going to wove up on to the hill, and there was »o ure of stopping
there; 20 we went u; %o the top of the hill. ¥hen we srrived on the top
of the hill I found there were several men wounded there, sn! two or three
of them were of my old company, the first sergeant snd one or two others,
end I otopped with them for two or three minutes, getting them of f their
horses. 4 fow moments aftermard a column of troops was in sight coming
down the stream toward us, and we stopped there until they csme up, which
wes probably ten or fiftesn minutass, Ny statementas in regard to time are
more or less & guess, In ten or fifteen minutes Col. Senteen came up with
hic commnd of three companies, 4t that time s grest number of the men
had been in the saddle 1 suppose for & long time, snd they took their
esnteens and rap right down to the stream to get some water, 1 don't
recollect seeing Col. leno thers, Ve were all about there. I don’t remem-
ber him exactly until he csme up from the river., He had been down to the
river, snd vhen he ceme up from the river he spoke adbout finding Lieut.
Hodgson's body st the foot of the bluffs, and thet his watch was gome, but
thst he had some remeining little trinkets that were on Lieut. Hodgeon's
body. 4t this time I don't thirk thet Capt, HeDougall's compeny with the
pucks waz in sights 1 mey be miataken ndbout 1%, dut I don't think he was,
ss 1 rememder thet Lieut. Hure eturted out soon afterwerd to go md hurry
them ups '@ weited thers then for five or ten mimutes, whem Cols Reno
told me to take a detachment and go down snd bury Lisus, Hodgaon's body.
There was nothi g there to bury it with, end I told him I would have to
weit until the packs ceme upe. (e remuined ther: until the packs came up,
shout three-guerters of an hour efterwerd. I then got iwo epedes from the
packs and staorted with sbaut si: men to go down to the river and bury the
bodies. About two-thirds of the way down I sev & lot of men coming mut of
the woods, and I stopped 10 see vhat wes uje

There me & citizen snd quite & mumber of soldiers who came from the
woods dismounted snd were climbing the dluffs, coming up out of the bottom.
There wns timber immedistely in the rear of vhere the fight hed @ curred,
down in the bottame Ae I started with the mem %o bury the bodies, someboly,
I shink, Bfeut. "sllace, called to me that they wanted me to come back,

. gnd 1 then sterted immediately up the . 1 got up the hill, end it
nnnryhrﬁ,dﬂwrk-ituulml e - and when ] got up there most
of the command had started on %0 move On ‘oW the stream along the dluffs,
with the sxesption, I think, of Capt. Moylan's eompeny, snd possibly eome
of the others. He hed most of the woundeds I thirk there were all his
company, and the men thet he hed left when he got out of the bottom
sere hapily suf’icient to carry them. There were very few wen there
belonging $o A compeny nfter the fight, snd they moved very elovly. I
stayed with him some time, and think Copte MeDousmll®s coupany, B, sent
a platoon to sssist him im, carrying the wunded. I storted along with
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A eompeny for s while, and as that wes near the river, I started up chead
again, ‘lhd BO command st all. About a mile end & helf from there I
Jjoined Capt. veir's compeny. Thet was on the fur point of a long range o
high bluffs whieh ren along the right bank of the Little Big Horm. I werd
:“ o where his company wes dismounted smd firing et Indians, vho seemed

0 bs coming from out on the preirie and turning beck. It wes quite long
range, but there was a good many shote being fired at him, and he was
firing evay - a slow firing - a shot nov and them at quite s little 4 istave.
All the Indisns in the eountry seemad to be coaming a little distence of £
as Test as they could travel in that direction. Soon after this we turned
and graduslly dropped baek. I d4dn't see the troops leave that farther
point, but I went buck to Capts Moylan end helped with the wounded a
1ittle while. I role back slowly to the resr, end the troops groduslly
fell baek to o point, I think, & 1ittle farther up the stream then where me
touched the bluffs. It wes suite & slow sovement, es one or two of the
coupanies were dimmounted. Jhey got their horses and fell into line, and
:roppcd bagk into the position that wes selectad, ané on which we sftorvard

The firing wes kept up. The entire force seemed to have turned back
ageinst us, and we had to fight falling back dismounted to cover the retmet
on $0 the position whers we were loented afterward, The firing wes kept
up as lomg o2 we could see, until night - a very heavy firing on us, end
the men fortified se well as they could #ith tin cups end sabree znd the
next day we continued the fight nearly all day, end the day following was
joined by Cen, Terry.

Qe Otate if you know at vhet hour of the day Ma jor Reno's comwmnd separated
from Gen. Custer's column to go aeross the ford,

he Any statement I may make in regard to time would be a guess on my part,
The last time I know saything shout was 8 o'elock that morming. I was then
on top of the mountain, having been sent there the night before. I have
very little to bese an opinion of time upon unless I commect it with some one
© else's stetement., 1 have thought of it a grest desl, and I think it must
have been 2 o'clock. I base my opinmion a good deal on other people'’s
opinions, compared with my own &s to time.

. Canm you loeste the time with reference to amy particuler object: gknoll o
taepee.

A. The separetion must have occurred soon after we passed s teepee which so0d
on & tributary of the Little 5ig Homm.

Ge Gtate if you can how lomg 1% was after the separation till ¥ejor Remo hed
effacted s croseing of the river.

Le Probebly 10 or 15 minutes,
Hed the whole commnd got over in thst time.
A. Yes sir, 1 think so ~ in 15 minutes.

State whether thers was sny delay ot the crossing or in crossing: 1if so
how muech and for what purpose.

4. I don't know about any delsy. The watsr was quite deep there and the river -
wes probubly 26 or 30 feet wide, and in a column of troope getting moross
there is mecessarily come delay, they osn't keep closed up in the water.
How much of & stoppage 1 can't say.
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Did you notice that any of them st ¢
o o . ny opped to water thelr horses, or anything

No eir, everything seemed to be moving rapidly.

State in what condition the men end horses were at that time se regards
efficiency ~ whether the horses were compmretively fresh or emtirely
played out, or any fact about thet metter snd slso sbout the menm.

1 had not ridden with the column sinee the moming of the 24th: I had
been in the hills ell the time. As for myself I was completely exhausted,

a:d J:thxng but the exeitement of going into action kept me in the saddle
a . - '

“tate what had brought on the ozh;'utim_in your case.

It was riding 30 miles on the 24th, then being semt back 10 miles, making
S0 miles, then I rode 20 miles more that night snd did not get to the
point I was sent to $ill 2 o’clock in the morning, and as soon as Gen.
Custer came up with t:e eowmand I was in the ssddle sgein. I was almost
constantly in the saddle from 5 o'clock on the morming of the 24th excopt
a-short time on' the-morning of the 25th.

State the relative distance you hed traveled as compered with that of
the command.

They had traveley sboui the ssme distance I had except sbout 20 miles
on the afternoon of the 2ith, and the difference detween going along on
the treil end riding out on the hills.

How far was the erossing where Major Reno's commend crossed the river and
the nearest part of the Indisn village, as you observed it at the time
or after.

I have always steted the disteamee to lajor Reno's skirmish line mas about
two miles, as near as 1 could judge, and from there it was about 800 yards
to where the nearest teepees were in & bend of the river. Then the main
bulk of the village was below that, There must have been guite a solid
lot of teepees in that bend.

Deseribe if you cam, the route of advance of Major Remo's commend from the
crossing, ss compared with the course of the stresm, up to where the men
were dismounted and deployed as skirmishers.

They moved down the valley of the stream, following its gemeral course;
not & etraight line but neerly s direct course. The river is very crooked.

After Major Heno's cammand erossed the river, how much time elapsed till
they were halted and deployed as skimichers.

Fifteen or 20 minutes I should think; may be more or less.

At what grit did the command travel aeross the bottom from the erossing
to where the men we-e deployed es skirmishers. ‘

I thi'k st about a fast trot, I am mot certain. I wae moving shead ani
did not notice thet particulerly. I was moving rapidly and they were
elose behind me.

/44 Major Reno's commsnd encounter &my opposition poing from the crquiu
to where it was hslted.
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There was no absolute contact betwoen his commend and the Indisne.

“tate as near as you ean, in reference to the point of time estell iched

in your own mind, at whet time of day it wed &
procie s ' Yy was the men were deployed as

It must have been half pest 2 o'clock. That is ssauming my othar statement
is sbout correct. :

"het wes the charscter of the ground from the right of ks jor Feno's command
%0 the river at the time it was first deployed ss skirmishers.

The timber was very heavy slong the edge of whet called the 24 bemeh with
dense underbrush, snd 1ittle paths mede by animals through it, then rather
an open glede with grass in places, then flows the river, with small trees
down neay the river. That is es I noticed it at the time.

About how fur was it from the right of higs line to the river.

I could not see through snd don't krowe It mey have been 100 yerdese

Ctate whether or not ¥ajor Reno charged the ememy when he was within en-
goaging distence, or did he at any time give such oxder, and if =0 was it
obeyed.

I wae not nesr enoush %0 have heurd the commend if it was given, snd can't
88Y e

Fhen the command was halted wers the Indiens firing an it.

I believe = few shots had been fired before the cammend was deploypd. There
vas & sort of sngegement between the scouts and the Indians, I dn't

kzow who commsnced the firing or where: I know thorewere some siray hidbs.
fas thet immedistely bdefore the commnd deployed, or sbout that time.

About that time.

Thare was no firing by Indians on the line at the time the command was
haltod and deployed. |

Ho sir, except those few  shots, that I kmow of.
ihore wara thoase few shots.
At the left toward the bluff, Lt, Hare I think fired o few shots,

Deseribe the neture of the ground in the immediate front of Hajor Hemo's
commsnd when it wes halted snd deployed es skirmishers.

It was open prairie, 1 leermed «fter that there wore ravines beyond, but

as fer as 1 saw then it wms open, the same as the bottom we hed passed over,

How lone after ¥ajor Reno's command had been halted snd deployed ss o
lktmih:-n before any engegement begsn there - any firing of com equence.

They commenced firing as soon &s they got in shape, both from the traps
and the Indians.

ihat advanes, if =ny, was made by ks jo Hemo's commend after the cngngemerd
cammenced. 1@'{
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There was no tdvance made thet I know of.

“%ate us near as you can, the number of Indisns thet engaged Major Reno's
comasnd &% thet ploce, and shether during thet engagenent there was sny
increase or lecresse in the muber of Indisne, and vhat movements if any

;;:: Zude by the Indlsms with reference to Major Reno's commend et that
B

it 1s alwost impossible to estimsto the stremgth of mounted Indisms, The e
¥as & very large force there soon after the commend wes 4 ismounted, and
there was & lurge force eireling sround us all the tise, and paseing sround
t0 the left end rear. I wae on the line sbout 15 minutes and then went
into the timber as I stated before. ¥hem I ceme out I wes only on the

line 3 or 4 minutes snd I d41d not pay very much ettention %o it. There
was very heevy firing going oo on both sides: I wes lying in the edge of
ths woods with Girerd snd Neymolds and ws saxious to get = drink out of
Giraré's flask, and wes paying more attention to thet then to the Indisns.

Hor far éid the Indiane seem to e ewey at that time.

The heaviest force of Indlans was Soward the fmmediste right of the lim
as thet covered the villsge. I thi 'k they were edout 300 or 400 yards
from the line, end then there were others here emé thore running sround =t
long range.

About vhet number of Indians were in ls for feno's immediste front, firing
on him wvhen you were on the brow of the hill.

1 dn't believe there vere less than three or four hundred, and there may
have been a great many nore.

ﬁérm-o you left ths line $0 go baek in%0 the woods as you have tesiified,
how many Indians were engaging the line end ot what distence fram ths lime.

The nusber actuslly firing Icon't sey. It was & very heavy fire coming
fraom the Indians snd up the valley the whole valley seemed to be covered
with them. How mony Indisns that dust covered it is impossible to estimate.
That dust more or less coverad the main foree of the Indisns, 4s a rule

they fire from their horses end they vere scampering around, pumping their
¥inchester rifles into us.

How fer wes the dust from you 50 as t0 obscure the Indlans,
The heavy dust was 800 or lm‘pﬂa off.

Stete how long the engagement lasted there from its commemcement there in
the woods till Me j. Aeno's command fell back or left the woods,

I would estimate it st helf sm hour. That is & mere entimate.

Up to the time the command left, state if you krow, how many of Najor
heno's commend had been killed or disebled.

1 know of the first sergesnt of my campuny, and my orderly being shote
T4th the exceptlon of those $wo I don't know,

You sors on the line bdefore it went into the wooda.
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Did you see when there any casualiies.

Ho gir.

“1d you sse epy casualtios on the line while on the brow of the hill.

If there had been sny I would not have knowa it, beczuse if any of the men

bad been shot they would have dropped into the woods and I would m ¢ see it.

Did the first Sergt. get with the command up on the hill.

Yes sir. He may have got his wound about the time he started out, at uljr |

rate he came in on his hores, HKor do I know when Strobe vas shat .

State 11 you know what csuse led to the retrest of thet commen! from the
timber at that time.

I heve steted all I know of the eircusstances of their leaving. I don's
know thet I know anything beyond that.

“tate vhether or not there are trumpet or bugle calls for esvalry for
assembly, advance, retreat, charge ete.

Yes sir.

“ere any itrumpet or bugle ealls sounded from the time lia jor Reno's cammand
laft that ekimiish line during the 25th and 26th of June.

I do not recollect any dugle calle till tho evening of the 26th.
If there had been any would you heve heard them,

Undoubtedly I should have heerd them, but it iz possible I might have
heard them snd not recolleet i%, but I don't think I hesrd my.

Then state if you know in whet way the order to cherge or fall back or re-
treat, or whatever it ws, wes commmmicated to the command.

I have no iden vhatever. I was on the line and heard some of the men

yelling "They are going to chargel” "They are going to chargel” or same~
thing like thst, end I made for my horse and wmounted him.

Utate whether you felt et that time that the command was in sny especial
or great dangsr, if so descride it.

1t was not & very safe place. I don't know exactly how you meean. I omly
know what 1 have stated: I don't krow anything special., I might say that
at the time that movement was made a gres=t many bullets had commenced %o
drop into the woods from the rear. I did not see any Indians there, and
vhether the bullets were from the bluffs above or from below I don't know.
The bottom near the stream was heavy underbrush.

Lare those shote high or low.

ohots ecoming into the woods it is diffieult to tell. I could hear the
bullets chip the trees as they would strike, bui from shere they were
coming I could mot determing because thers wes = heavy fire in front,

uoywkm-nhamuntnw‘tm-uun %0 asecarts in where that
fire fram the rear came from.
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1 don't know about that.

Do you know whether any sttempt ws msde to dislodge thes from thet position.
-

¥y first knowledge of eny firing from thet direction wes just before we e

“tate if you kmow whether either st the time that commnd left the woods or
on itz way to the erossing of the river, there wes any point Jesignated .

for the commnd to rally or retrest to, and if so state who designated ite

I don't know of any.

How far was the point to whieh iejor jeno's comasnd retreated from the
river, whers he crossed i: on the retreat.

Frobably about 400 ysrds in & etraight line, up & steep hill.
How far was the ecrossimg from where the command wes stationed in the woodse 4
Lbout three fourths of o mile:.

from the time the head of the column left the wools on that retrest or
churge sbout Lhow long did 18 take the troops tor each that crossing.

igsuming my estimote of the distance is correct, they were not more than
six or eight minutes.

“hen the command left the woods what number of Indisns did you see in the
{immediate fromt of ¥ajor Reno's caumnd while the commend wes golng to the
crossing. :

se I said before the heaviest force of Indisns was covering their villsge.
Zhen we came out 1 was not &t the hesd of the columm, snd have no idea haw
many indisms wers in front. &hen I came out there were s good msny Indians
scampering ulong with their Uinchester rifles meross their saddles firim
into the eolumm. #s I came down there is & sharp bend im the river and
there were & good many in there next to the river., I soon got to the head
of the columm, probably sbout half way to the erossing, and by the time

I got thore, the Indisms in our front hed run off.

Then you started to go out of the timber how meny Indisns 41d you see %0
your left.

Probably 15 or 20, mey be more. And on thet point of land abot half way
fronm the skirmish line to ths erossing there ware same clumps of bushes md

there were Indiames rumning sround in there. I heve understood since thave
were seversl bodiea found neer there,

Did the commend meke any helt on crossing the ereek to succor the wounied
or drive the Indiens.

There was 5o halt mede t1ll we were aeroas the river.

Did the commend on its retrest engnre the Indiens, ormthm
engeged in firing at them.

i great msny of the men were using their revolvers,

Legeribe the manner ¢
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~tete if any of the men or horses fell back into the river there.
I only know from hearsay.

How nesr to the river did the Indians pursue the commnd there.

I can't say. Then I got aeross, I started up & ridge to the laft of the
eo-uundn-otthonnumduntamhﬂ.ndlmhm
Evidently they ssw Indians I did not see, because Ur, Dewolf started up
that same ridge and was shot. ¥hen I got to the colum: I found my orderly,

“trode, wounded end I stopped to sssist him, and d4d not notice what was
behind,

“tate whether or not that crossing wes covered during the retrest.

Hot that I know of. I know of no deployment to cover it. About the time
the greatsr part of the commnd had crossed there were but few shots aroum
us, B0 heavy firing at all, except the instences I have related, and, I
think therewee another man killed there & eorporsl of Cos "A"™ was killed
there and another man near Dr. Devolf. '

¥as thot at the time of crossing or after,

After we crossed: that firing must have come from the hill sbove use I
know Dr, Ue¥olf was shot from the hill sbove us,

There were Indisns on the hill in the position you were going to.
I“ gir.
fhat is the formetion for a charge of ecavalry.

That depends on shat you are going to charge. The battelion might have
charged drawn up in line or drawn up in column of fours, depending on

whet the object of the charge is. If there was a charge to pass through

& body of Indiems I think in colum: f fours would be a good formstion with

the number of men at his disposals That would give the -en &n opportunity
to use their revolvers = they could not use their carbines.

¥ith a large foree of Indisms in front, would that %o & good fomstion to
pags through them.

That would depend on the mumber of men: I would not like to etring it a
regiment in thet way.

How did the command ¢o seross the bottom on the retreat,

1 think from what I sew it was started in a column of fours. But take a
lot of horses meny of which hed mot been drilled before sa ours were and
forn & ehurg.olneolunofrommbymnnympmom-thn

will not sll be in their places.

Usseribe the geit et which Hajor Bﬁb'c commend went aeross the bottom.

i rntnihp. I don't think the heoed of the column wes sekim
a: ::s'.m could. Iml't.thlh gettig to the head of the column,
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and I had to gaw 95 my horse’s wouth to kesp him dowm to the gait they
were traveling, but I had a good horse.

“as your horse esxeited at the time.
If he got o chence %o run he wee gene ally excited.

“hen you saw the eommnd golng seross the bottom how 418 1t impress ”‘,..
as & light, & retrest or a charge.

mt'ataﬂdmttrthM¢ludl¢thnmhaap. I had heard
talk of & oharge. My impression ot first was that they were goingho charge
somewhere, but eeeing no officer s I got to the head of the columm, I

spoks t0 some of the men to know what ws up, but just then I saw the com=
manding officer, and said no mores.

Give as eareful a deseriptian s you cen of the stresm vhere Major Remo's
commnd crossed it on the retreat, us to its width, depth of water, hanks
on aither side and as to 1ts precticadbility as & eroseing,

There were about 4} feet of wmter in the stresm. The banks were probadly
4 or O Teet high; the strean was probably 20 feet wide., The time I passed
over it with these troops was the only time I wes at 18, dut that is my

. recollection now.

Fpom the time you joined the head of the commnd going to that erossing wers
there any Indiane betwmoen the camuand and the eroesing.

1 414 not see any.
‘gre there any lamedistely to the rizht or left.

Thore may have been to the right, I don't know, I did not see eny to the
left, after paseing thet point I have indieated. ’

Yere you in posjition to . heve seen them if they had been there.

Ir they were to the left, yess If they had been to the right I might ¢
have noticed thems

1¢ they had .been within 100 yerds of the right wpuld you not have w ticed
thom,

I might not unless they had killed or wounded some ome. 1 don't thimk they
followed us to the river. That is they were not et the head of the columm.

From the time the commsnd reached thet crossing om its retreat till it got
on the hill what was its condition: was 1t cool, calm and emsily handled

or otharwise.

iyerybody 1 sew ses coneidersbly exeited, They were congidersdly excited
when they went in for that matter. '

S4ste se 8 metter of fact whother the commnd weas inm a condition to be
hendled; whether the mes seemsd to have any confidence or not.

1t is difrfieult for me to state anything «dout that becanuse for a long time

before that 1 had not served with the commend end knew but a few =& even
of my own campany. I had been detached and abseut s long time, .

462,
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;:Ltlu Cammend demorelized to sny degree when it resched the top of the

It was demoralized to a certain degree. They had left s grest many behind
them. The orgenisation wes not as good es when it went in there. 4 :
grest many nen were gome from the orgenizetion.

Then at 2 o'clock P. M, the Court adjourned to meet at 11 o'cloek K. M.

tomorrow, Vednesdsy, Jamy. 22, 1879.

EINTH 24X

Chiﬂw. m.
lednesday, Jan. 22, 1879,
11 o%cloek 4, M.
The Court met pursuant to adjournment.
Preszent
Col. John H. King, 9th Infantry
Cole “esley Merritt, 5th Cavalry.
Lt. Col. _"o = lel. 34 m.
Recorder
lot Lieut. Jesoe M. lee, AdJt., 9th Infentry.
Ha jor Reno and hie counsel were also present.

The procesdings of the last uﬁiuu ez far =8 written were reed, corrected

and spproved.

The examinetion of Lisut, Varmum by the Heecorder, was continued as

follows:
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Lgsaribe ae nesr as you can, the point to whieh Major ieno's command
retreasted seross the river, to the top of the hill. “tate its sdeptability
se & defensible position, before the arrival of Capte Senteen's eolumn,

The position was immediately on top of the high bluffs, and mud be pretiy
near the position on which we afterward fought. I can't stete whether it
wes such ss would have been within renge of higher points or note I
think it was & very good defensible position.

How high was thet point sbout the level of the water there.

1 judge about 100 feet high.

state how it oecurred thot the wen were halted or rellied at that point -
who stopped the men there.

1 don't knowe

Were you there.
Yos sir.




Qe Vare you there when the men were coming wp the hill.

A, T don't remomber what time 1 got on top of the hill., I stopped on the sl e
of the hill a while with the wounded men, and vhether I got up with the
head or the rear of the column, I don't recollect.

Ge A% the time you stopped on the side of the hill was there any helt of the
command, or did it go psst you?

A. The command stopped there, snd I eam pretty certain it was M jor Semo said
thet place on the side hill was 10 place to form at, we hed better go to
the top of the hill. I was talking to Cspts Moylam, and I am wt certain
vhether it wae he or Major Feno sesid thet.

Ge State vhother there wae any point or place on the left benk of the stresm
which, in your opinion eas an officer, could have been occupied by Mejor
Feno's command for defemse or sttack. If so deseribe that place or point
with reference to the position which wes occupied by his commsnd vhere it
engaged the Indians: vhether it was the same plece or some other plsce,
this before the retrest began, end statefully the faets upon which your
opinion on that matter is besed, showing the practicability or imprscticabdil
ity of lia jor Heno's commend remaining in or going to such place, wither b
to defend himself against the Indians or to attack thems

A, The poesition we were im in the timbe- wes sas good u place es any on the
left bank of the stresm, ss far ss I cen juige now. I don't know much
about the country up or down the stresm from that. 1 don't know the size
of that plece of timber, dut it does not seem t0 me that he had men emough
to cover the entire position which he would mecessarily have to ® ver %o
keop the Indisns out of its 1t does not seem t0 me n0w that he had men
enough to hold that entire piece of timber.

Ge How 4id it seem to you at that time.

A, Ag far es the front of the line was concerned, on the 2d beneh, st the
odge of the timder, it was an excellent position to lay end fight the
Indians, I did not go to the rear, snd vhat slventages the Indians would
have in coming into the timber on our resr, or what preesutions it would
be necessary to take to keep them out., I eould not judge without seeing
it. :

Q. %ap it 2 cut bank or & slope to the river on the seme side Major Heno's a
commend was,

Ae I don't know: I nover was domm to the river.

Qe You seid you could see through and see where the river sesmed to wind
around, Tas thet below or above or to the right of Major Remo's position.

Ae Tnat ms dowmn stream from the opem glsde 1 spoke of.

Qe Otate whether the river in that direction came around his right flenk
or in that direction.

A. I don't know how far that bend makes, vhether he could have run his line
to the river or not.

Qe Did the river come in the vicianity of the right of his line as fer as you
saw 1%, :
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¢ only saw it diagonally to the right of Co. "C" snd whether it actually
cams to the right of Mejor Reno's position or mot, I don't know., There
¥ao dense tizber thore and I wae not down in 1t.

~tate whether that position in the timber threstened the village and %o

what extent: end whether it would ereate & diversion snd hold any number
of Indians in his fromt,

Any body of men pleced near en Indisn villsge Jike thet is certainmly
threstening to the villsge. It certsinly crested s diversion to the extamt
of the musber of Indians necessery to keep us in the woods. They ware
bound to have thet number in front of us.

How many did they keep there es near se you can get =t it,

I think from what I sax that the Indisne were withdresn from us very near
the time we left the woode, I dop't think there had been s great meny
withdrasn til' we left. It seomed that whatever sttack wee mode someshers
elge was made stout the time we left the woods.

Gtate whether it seemed ss though the entire force of the village was the re
in your immediate front, confronting Ne jor Peno's commend, up to sbout
this time you speak of.

lo sir 1 don't think the entire force of the village wap ettecking us in
the woode. I don't think the antire force of the Indiens vere ever atiack-
ing us beceuse afier we got on the hill we could see parties of Inéisne

e long wey off.

1 refer to the large mass of them.

1 judge the main righting foree of the villages was sgainst us there after
we dismounted. How many 1 con't estimete.

State in your opinion as a military officer, when iaj. Feno's camend hed
retrested from that plaece near the villsre ce you have deseribed, heving
the river between his command and the vilisga, from the position thus teken
he was in & condition or situation to threaten the villege or make any
diversion egeinst the Indiene in support of eny other sttacking colummn; sad
state your grounds for such opiniom.

As long as we remsined at thet position om the hill we were certainly in
no position to threaten the village. ¥e were out of remge of it, and
eould certainly ersete no diversion while we were thers.

¥as the commend in amy condition %o ecreate any diversion at thet tl.-n.

Ko air, it was note

itate whore you last sew Gen. Custer's column or suy psrt of it. Deseride

. that ss fully as you esm, either by the mep or otherwise.

mo 4o not look right to me &t slls A% the time I saw
f:."mxﬂ.,: orpludmtnuitmﬁu. Custer's commend or
eny pnrt of it, inasmuch a8 I did not krow what companies he had with him.
But I eaw, ~bout the time “ajor Hono's commend dismounted in the bottom,
mtuuozmurmthxmmm,m-whm-w
the river to our righte 1 sew the grey horse compeny of the regiment moving
down along those bluffs. ulm-nutummmmun-m
commsnd, 1 know it wes Gete Custer's m
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U1d you see anything more them thet at that time.
¥o air, ' )

How long did you look in that directionm.

1 Jjust looked up end saw it. We had plenty to do there and did mt look
BNy more.

Yid it appear on the crest of the bluff.

It was beck from the actusl edge of the bluffs. The head and the rear of
the column were both behind the edge of the bluffs in & sort of hollow,
end I just happened to catch sight of about the whole of the gray horse
CoMpany. .

~tate as near as you cem, how far that place was from you; not as you
Judged then, but as you became satisfied afterwards,

That is difficult to answer. I think they were & little faerther down then
vhere we struck the bluffs we came up on them, and not quite so far domn
as the figure "2" in pemecil on the map. They were probably three-fourths
of a3 mile from where we were.

Stete at what gait that column was moving if you noticed.

Gen. Custer generslly rode a very fast walking horse thet made nesrly the
whole column trot %o keep up with him, snéd that is my impression of the
geit they were mowing at. 7

State =8 neephs you can how long it was after you saw thet grey horse
company 111 Crpt. Benteen joined kajor Remo's commend on the top of the
hill. , '

About sn hour I think,

Bgeting in mind the loeation of the Indian villsge and the course Gen.
Custer's column was taking the last time you saw it, and comnecting those
facts with the time that had elapsed when Major Kemo end Capt. Benteen
united their foreces on the hill, state your own belief, or the gemeral
belief, as to what point Gen. Custer had reached in reference to the Indian
village or the point "B" on the map when Heno's end Jenteen's columns united.
Gen. Custer must have been im action before that time. 1 don't know

where he would have been but taking into considerstion what 1 learned since,
not what I thought at the time, he muet have been engaged dy that time.

S¢ete whether you examined the route or course Gem. Custer took when in
the immediste vicinity of the village om the right bank of the river, and
how meer 4id his trail come to the point to which Major Reno retreated on
the right benk of the streem, describe Uen. Uyster's route with reference
to that point, with reference %o the villege, end stete what developments
came under your observation as to the fate of Gen. Custer's command,

1 con give very littls information in answer %o that question. Ve started
on the 25th to go dom and bury the dead, end in going dovn I wes on a
trail which I supposed was Gen. Custer's, and when we got to & high hill
that hed & pile stones and Indisn medieine bags and other things om it, I
gent there to see what they were, and rode off the trail and eircled around
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he treil I suppose nesr the point "B" in the map. That
point was all cut up by pony trecks, smnd was evidently s watering place.

red ny horse. oon after thet I had gone out to a ravine
and had seen 2 or 3 dend bodles vhen I received orders from Major Remo to
on some bluffs well out from the river with the Indisn Souts as & lok~
le the men wers deployed %0 bury the desd, and I remeined there

How far from the place where you wstered your horse was it to vhere you
found the dead bodlies.

I can't give sny sort of an opinion. I just remember seeing one body and
soneone cnlled out “here are some more"™ end I wis just sterting to go there
when Major Reno directed me %o go on the hills as I have stoted. It seems
to me 4t must have been 800 or 1000 yarde. That is en spproximastion on
my part entirely, i

Q. How mear %o the river me it.

As I esn't loeute 1t eny better by that than fiom the watering place.

Qe otate whether the trall which yosu supposed to be Gen. Custer's led domn to
the river.

Ae That I don't knowe I left the truil some distance back and when I came %o
that watering place 1 did not come on the treil bLut over a bluff,

e Fhore were the firs: evidences you found showing thet Uen. Custer's commmd
hed enguged the Indisns and deseribe those evidences fully.

A, The first svidences were the dead bodies I spenk of,

e Gare there 'uy svidences showing there had beem & strugele thori.

i. Ho sir only the few dead bodies along in those ravines.

0. How far was that plsce where you found the desd bdodies fron la jor leno's
position on the hill, ss mear as you cen tell.

Ae 1 juige sbhout 2 miles.

L. uJgseridbe the slevation between iajor Teno's position on the hill end the
point where you found the dead bodles.

Ae 'There were points s littls higher than the ome where we were, esmpecislly
pretty well down the river and I think the gemersl lay of the land, the
whole surfece of the ground wes higher than the position where we fouszht
on the hill.

Q. Jpes it get hirher going down stream.

A. HNear whers it is the highest 1t goes right domn in = ravine to the river.

Qe Stete whether you heerd the sound of firing in the direction you had seen
Oen. Custer's column marching after lajor Feno's commend took position om
the hill; if so deseribe the firing; its charecter and Juration and to
shat command it pertained snd sll you saw or hecrd with referencs to it.

A. About the time, or probably s few minutes after Sept. Bentesn csme uwp I
heaprd firing from away dows the etresm, and spoke of it to Lisut. Fallaces
I don't recollect any excapt thiﬂ, time.
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Leseride your menner of gpeeking of it X

I had borrowed & rifle of Lieut. fallace and had fired a couple of shots
5% long range, end se I hended the rifle back to him I heard the firing

and sald "Jesus Christ! Wellace, hear that! and thatl® Those were ay
words.

How long was thet sfter Capt. Benteen's column came upe

Very soon after.
Usseride that firing.

It wes not 1ike volley firing but a heavy fire - & sort of crash, creshe
I heard it only for a fev minutes,

To what commsnd did that fire pertain.

it must have pertained to Cem, Custer's commend at the other end of the
Indien village. It was from that end of the village where Gen. Custer's
body was aftervards found,

~“tate vhether thet fire impreased you with snything in regard to Gen.Custer.
I thought he was having & werm time down there - a very hot fire evidently.

Go bauek to the time when Uen, Custer's snd Haj. Reno's commands sepurated,
preparatory to Maj. Reno's advence snd stete from the course the differsmt
columcs had taken, as known by you them or afterwards, whether or not it
was generally expected or believed whem Major Hemo's commsnd first engaged
the Indisns, that eny troops would joim support or cooperate with him in
his attack upon the Indisn villege? If &0 what troops were expected and
what grounds existed, if any, for expecting it.

1 di¢ not kmow anything ~bout 1t. I sar a battelion going into the fight
end I went in with it. I domn's know whet was expected by snybody.

You have testified sbout Gen. Custer's column going down the right benk o
the river about the time the skirmich lines was formed. You must have had
some impression about it.

1 don't know what the sxpectation wes on the part of others, but when I
say & cammand going on the dluffs, of course I sew some battalion was
going to attack the lower end of the villegse, either from the bluffs or
into the village, but how large thet commend weas I 4id not know, -

ifter Cepte BDenteen's column had united with lajor Feno's on top of the
hill who was the semior officer then preasent,

Ao lnjor Renoe

¢, Ypom the time Major Remo's commmnd firet got on the hill end took position
there deseribe particularly the character of the sngagement, if apy,
that there ensued, as to the number of Indiens engaged, the severity of
the ﬂ_ghthg. on the 25-h of June, II:B‘?G.

i, Uhen e first csme up there, there wore quite a number of men firing, snd
I knew from the sound of the shots that there ware aome Indiams around,
put no large bodies that 1 know of,

e T"hat was the ztyle of the firing.

Vole lg'ﬂm
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Juat seattering shots here and there. If en Indicn ceme within range he
would be fired at,

Fhat wms the range of your gunse

I don't know the range of & Springfield carbine, dbut I thisk they will
shoot pretty accuratie for 1500 yarde.

Follov that matter down and state in regard to eny fighting in thet posis
tiom.

There was no other firing going on except what I bave deseribed.

tas there an stisck on ila jor feno's positiom on the hill that afternmcom
any time.

Yes air, as I deseribed beforee. I went %o the position of Capt. “ier's
company at the far point of the ridge down stream. At that time hi s men
wore firing et pretty lomg range. - I should say 700 or 800 yerds - at
Indlans here and there. At that time I could ses all over the plain where
tovards vhere I afterwards knew the Custer dettlefield had been, and it
was just covered with Indlans in all directions, coming back towards us.

How much time hed elapesed from the time Maj. Heno had got on the hill
111 thet whole body of Indians you spesk of were onha back near enough
to begin firing.

1 should think sbout 2 hours.

From the time Hajor Heno firet got up there till the Indisns got around
him and commenced a general engagement on his position how long was 1it.

Befare the entire command on the hill was sctually engaged, we had to fight
our way back. They had dismounted & skirmish line to cover the retreat md
the fommmtion of the lines at the position where we mads the stand.

From that time up to the time there became & genersl engagement, how long
was 1%,

Capt. Codfrey's compeny and another compsny were fighting dismounted some
time before, the whole command wae sctunlly engaged and it is hard to
get an estimate of the time. I should think from the tim I wes with Capt.
¥ier on thet point, beck to the time the position was taken om the hill
and the line formed shere we remained that night was an hour and a half,
That 1 taking in the time of the retreat and formation of the line in
position et the time of 1ts deployment into line and getting the packs in.
’

Fram the time you saw Capte iier on the far point %o the time Major Renmo
first took position on the hill was how longe

About 2 houra, 1 mgy be sway out of the way in these estimates of time.
where was Major Hemo, what ws he dolng, and what orders did he give if

any fron the time his commend took position on the hill up to the dose
of the 25th of June 1876,
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1 wes 1ot neer enough to Major Heno to heer him give smy orders. The
only time I was in position to heer him give am order at all was when we
were coming beck from thet far point I spesk of there was a halt and I
heard him say he was going to select a position to make his fight e littk
farther on. %e were moving up stresm at the time, That is the only
thing I een recollect. .

“id you see him frequently during that time.
1 probubly saw him, but I don’t recollect.

D14 he semm to be direeting the movements of the men snd exercising the
funetions of a commanding officer in a great danger.

He was with the command and was evidently giving orders from hie selecting
o site for his position. I was not with any organizeation, but was riding
around, and vhat orders he did give I 4id not hear and would not know about.

From the feet of your riding around would you not be more apt to see the
comaand ing officer than if loested at any particuler point with his
companye

Yes sir, I suppose so.

State whether, after Ma jor Reno's command had taken position om the hill,
that is after Capt. Benteen errived, there was any solicituie or uneasi-
ness on the part of that command or any part of it as to Gen, Custer's
column; if =0, state what it was.

1 suppose everybody fel. as I d4d - wondering what had become of him or
whers he was., I don't know that there was any special worry: he had 5
companies with him. I don't think there was an idea or thought in the
commend thet he was in the fix he was. :

You testified to cert:in facts about Maj. Reno snd his three companiesinm
the timber, and yet 4o 1 understend you there wes 70 feeling of uncasiness
in the commend as t0 the movements of Gen. Custer? I want to getfust
exactly whet the feeling was in the commend, and how you felt at that time.

There certainly wms Just thet feeling with use 1 was thinking: "Hes he
got in the seme i we are in? "hat hes become of him? FHss he been thrown
of£?" But the idea of the comsand being cut up and wiped out as 1t was,

1 d4dn't thisk of such & thing. I don't know as there wee sny mudc feeling
as thet. 1t was: "¥hat in the world had become of him? Hse he been
corraled ss we nre? Has he be:n throem off toward the mouth of
where Oen. Terry's commnd fs'" I cen't deseribe exactly what 1
There was no feeling that he had been completely used up the way he was.
I kmow I hsd no sueh feeling, because when Uen. Terry ceme up I know the
first thing thet 1 and some of the others eske! was: “"vhere is Cuter?
Do you know what has decame of Custer?" My impression was thet he had
been thrown off so he would connect with Gen. Terry's commsnd, he being
on the side of the village toward that ccmmand, I knowing that commend
was coming up; end when Uen, Terry s command ceme up I saw eavalry down
in the bottom, and I supposed that was Cen. Cusgter's command; that he had
gtruck them and hurried them up.

You deseribe: certain firing that you hesrd inm that direction. How 8id
thet impress you? —

kell, thet he had got to the other end of the village, and satruck this
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The ebssace of Indiens in thet imtervel of time after Maj. Femo laft the
woods, and the faot you have testified $o of seeing on this plsin, or
the Custer battlefield, or whatever it waas, these vest numbers of Indiens
coming wp, 444 you reflect and put one thing with snother, and see what
inferénce you might draw from that?

As we were Torming im thet position om which we retreated, there was such
heavy firing there - that is, we had to cateh it so hot immedistely after

ward = that I don't believe, until after the formstion of our lines, eny-
body gave nuch thought to it.

D1d the fact of your seeing these Indians leaving you and golng in that
direction before the command took that position impress you in any way?

ihy, the idea of Custer being killed mever struck me - it never entered my
mind,

mt 40 you mean by "Custer?” Lo you meen his camaand?

Yes, sir. I mesunm his comuand, Anything of that sort didn't sem to enter
ny mind at sll; and, s much ea I thought of it, I Shought they had got
rid of him now, and they were coming back for us. They first caught us
and then him. They had thrown us bsck end now they haed struck himeand
driven him off and were coming back to give us another dose, That wus
the ides that struck me. : :

Gtate, Lf you know, what was the object of timt movement down the river
after Col. Reno and Capt. Senteen had united thelr forees. <

1 supposed the object of it was to move in the direction of Gen. Custer;
that is, knowing thet hie comsend had gone thet way, that ve were to go eMd
unite with him, :

Do you know whether thet ses the object?
1 dom's kmowe '

244 you hesr =ny orders given by Maj. Feno or snyome in regard to i, or
414 leJ. Feno say:anythisg sbout 482 1., o uhl ade o

. N\
I didn’t hear any orders from sny person whatever.
You simply suppocud ti:o commead had gome down there to see what had become
“a..- Custer?

Yes, skr. 1 don't know of anything else $hat the movement cald have teken
that direction for. ”

You went to Capte Weir's cammnd snd started back from there with 1t?

I didn't stert back with him, There wes some other company moving near

them. It seems to me that it wes Capt. French's compeny that wes there

at the time Capte “eir was there. I may be completely wromg sbout it, bt
it seezs to me there was some company there. 1 rode slong on the flank

of that caspany and then stopped with Capte Moylan when I got back to hibs
companys
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 State how far the column csme with reforence to this position of

Capte ¥elr's on thet point.

The entire commend 4id not come up %o where Cepte Yelr wes, Them

mist bave beon another compeny there. I kno: there was snother company
there with Capt. veir, end the others I don't think were dismounted at
ell, These two wer: dismounted and the others came up 10 Very near
there, and then the orders to go back or the movement started. Capt.
¥elir started to withiraw his compeny, I know, and thenthe remsining
portion of the command turned their horses' heads around and went back
as he withirew his line. There was no deployment of the remsinder of
the line at thet position thet I know of mow at sll. They moved up,
not in & solid column; each compeny was & 1littls seperate. Some of
them might have been along side of each other, and when they csme wp

10 near that place - all the companies 444 not come to the point where
Capte VWeir wee. They may have gone up after I turned back, but I think
not; and then they turned snd went back.

State what you saw at the time, or vhich subsequently came to your

‘knovledge, whether the seame Indisns that engaged lajor Reno in the

bottom on that day also engaged Genemal Custer's command or vice versa,
and what were the evidences that suc: was the case?

They turned from us and went somewhere else. They went back to the
other end of the village, snd, as Ceneral Custer was at the other end
of the village and had the fight there, the probability is they were
in that fight. I have no doubt of it myself, dut that is only my
suppos=ition.

From the time Major femo took his positiom om the hill until dark on
the 25%h of June, state whether it was clear or cloudy or calm or

if windy, state in what degree and in what direction the wind
was blowing with reference to the Custer battlefield, and position of
Mejor Reno on the hill.

Thare was certainly no heavy wind' dlowing. 1 don't reccllect any.

If there had been a heavy wiid I would have remembered it; but I think

4t was a little bit cloudy. It was a little cloudy and I think it
sprinkled a little that night - just damp.

State as far as you know what orders or instructions were givem om
the night of the 25%h of June by Major Reno, deseridbing fully the con-
duet of thet officer as commander of the troops, as far as it cawe
under your observation or notice. _

The line was first formed. I laid right dowsn on the line with the men
while the firing wee going on and until it ceased, and as soon as 1t
cossed 1 was aploep or in a very few ninutes aftervards, I was ex-
hausted and soon fell asleep and I didn't knov anything until the
bullets commenced to fly around the next morning,and then I got wp.

I was lying on & 1ittle kmoll when the morning came and it was rether
exposed, and I started over to Capt. French's line, end I laid down in
the trench with hime The mem hed been fortifyiang during the night,
and that was the firat sight I had of how they hed been throwing up
thelr fortifications, or rether digging out the little holes they did,
and thet was the firét time I noticed exactly where Major Remo was. He
was down on Capt. ¥eir's line to the right. I think there were one or
two companies intervening betwesn whero he was and where Capt. French's
COMPEnY WBSe 1 presume most Of thet day I laid with Cept Fremch, or

%+ hol It we were th
wﬁ‘w'ﬂh&’fymmuf were very rapiily 8% S5,
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not taken out. The Indien scouts did mot get through the
I don't think they made sny attempt to at all,

Did the Indians charge your position on the Nill?

I don't know exactly how to deseribe the movement. They would lie be=
hind a ridge from two hundred to four hundred or five hunired yards off =
as the hills lay around uss There was one place where I don't think they
were ome hundred yards off - 75 or 100, We had to charge on them ourselves,
and drive them out of there, snd clear sround the line it wvaried to 500

yardse They would bohind the ridge and 1t would be just one line

of smoke oround the « We would Juet lie still and let them go on and
when they would suppose they had hurt ue they would get ready amd try it
on again, They would come uwp and charge us, They would sit back on their
horses end ride up and we would pour it into them, and they would Pall back.
That was kept up all day long.

By whose orders did you charge to get the Indisns out of their posi tions?

I don*t know anything about that, Capt. Benteen had come over and was
speaking sbout his line; sbout having extended his line over further,

and he sald he had to charge to drive them from the other end of his
knoll, or something like that, and he says "That cuse up there,” or some-
thing like that, "is shooting right into yous We want to skip them out.”
And everybody says: "Is it a go?" "Ite & go", and everybody got up and
mode 2 rushe .

Who led the clarge? who said it was a go? .

Almost everybody, we were lying on the line, and he said that sbout this
particular Indian on the point of this knob - some such remerk., I don't
know that there was any speéial remark, but it was, "Is it a go", or som
such remerk, and then everybody got up and 1t was & rushj 1t wyes not a

charge. We ran ‘%¢ this point. We probably wemt up 15 or 70 yards, and
everybody scattered out of there. We could see the whole outfit skipping
out to the hills beyond. :

Desseribe the condition of Major Reno's command on the night of the 25t%h,
and state the causes, if any, you can give for the condition of the come
mend in regard to the number of wounded and other matters, showing in whit

shupe and condition the Sroops were?

1 don't know how meny wounded wehad that night. I didn't go down to
where Dr. Porter was with the hospital until sometime on the 26th,
There may have been 20, but I don't know how many exactly. Thehorses
and the pack animals were all correlled in a eircle, all in together,
by sying the reins of sbout s dozen horses together, end tying them to
the lege of the head horses, They were put in a corrall, The corrall
was covered by Capt. Woylen's company behind the pack saddles; emd on .
his left was Colonel Weir's company and I think Capt. Godfrey's company,
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and capt; French's company and Lieut. ‘allace's compsay and Capte W"!

that is, commencing sbout the centre of the line, end that took it sround
to the left, until Capt. MeDougel's left rested on the river. Um the
up-strean side is a 1ittle knoll that is higher them the ground where
most of us lay, and on thet ground Capt. Semteen got his company in line.
I dm't think the commend was in & condition to do any very hard work,
more then they wer: forced to do under the eircumstances, snd probably
the majority of them slept thet night.

Fow in regard to the courage of the command?

I think there was plenty of thet with the officers and the troops and

everybody., There didn't seem to be any signe of fesr or anything of thet
sort. y

State whether or not Capt, Lenteen's colums could have united with Naj.
Feno's command in that timbered place you spoke of?

It depends on one thing: From where I eaw Capt. Senteen's commsnd, if he '

had crossed the ford to come up, I don't know how to locute the time he
had to came if he had come up. At the time we left the timber the
Indisne turned from us. Now, if we had remained there and Col. Senteen
had started to came in there, what force they would heve put ag:inst

him is & problem, end the Indiens are the only omes thet know enything
about that, ¥hem Capt. Benteen came up, he came to us comins down the
stream on the right hand bamk. From what I understend of the direction
in which he ceme, he would not have coms in that direction; he would
have joined us probebly by thet troil on which Col. “eno went into the
woods. I supposs, of course, that not only the firing, but when he was
coming up there with the Indians, woulé have attracted him and he world
come in there, unless he had different or ers. 'hether the Indians woul
have force enough to have attacked him as son ss they saw him coming,
and attacked him on the bottom, end prevemted him from uniting with us,
is @ question I cannot smswer. If they had sent enough down there, they
might have sent him in the timber and have prevented him from uniting
with ua, 42 the facte were, he certsinly could heve erossed the river m
joined e j. Heno, because the Indiene turned and went the other way.

Now, in the event thet “ajor Reno had been thus strengthened and rein-
forced and in that $imber, state whether his position would have been
more advantageous am! threatening to the Indians, thean the position he dd
take on the hill, and whether or not such position in the timber would
have eontributed in any way to a junction of his commmnd with that of Gen,
Custer, or contributed in any way to the safety of the command?

If Col., Benteen had joined Col. Reno in the bottam I suppose you would
have taken any troops behind, those of Capte MeDougall, - they, of eourse,
would have united im the bottaom, - they, of course, could have held the
woode for some little time. 35y putting their forces into the bottom

they would certeinly have held the bottom for some time, especielly as
they had the psck trein with the amunition. 1 mean the position we wemt
out of in the timber. Of course the prosence of our troops as near as
we were $o the villsge, would necessarily have kept a foree of Indisms in
our front to fight ue; whilst we were there they could not leave their
village. That is almost within renge of 1%, and 1t would have kept e
force of Indigms there; snd as fer as forming a junetion with Gen., Custer
in that direction is conecerned, why, we would have had to huve formed it
by goins through the village; either he coming %0 us or we going to him
through the village. I don't believe either party could have gone tht_'o'h

the village.
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State about the timber down along thut left bank delow Col, Remo's position?

I don't know much sbout the timber below whers we were, becauss after we

burisd the dead I came beck along this same bank through the timber end
wont right through the bluffs on the other side of the river. 1 just

rode streight seross the village, and 1 don't know the lay of the land tiere.

State whether you sew eny evidences of any Indisn cemp being on the right
bank of the Little Big Horm river, and if so, where?

There had evidently beea s village upon that tributary of the Little Big
Horn, that we came down in going to the fight. There was an old tepee
there and a plece of another tepee, and from the signe around there I
should judge there had been s villags there, but I don't know how old. I
didn't atop to look at it, I should Juige that tepee was abdout a mile from

where Col. Reno erossed the river on his advance.

You saw Uol. Reno coming back from the river after he had taken that posi-
tion on the hill?

'“' dr.

Vas there any special denger in that trip to the river?

Jgll, there was some seattering Indiens on the dottom, dut 10 lerge force
thers, ' :

VWhen Mai. Neno's commend halted and deployed ess skirmishers, state whether
the hdur were halted or advameing, or rumning sway from the commend at
that time - !

They were evidently sttenpting to create the impression that they were rum=
ning away et sny mate, and we could see them in among the dust. You couM
see them mot only riding amay, but ridisg back amé forth seross the valley

EN

Qe

Ae

and mixing up among themselves, and kicking up e dust, I could see the
dust receding from in front of us. :

Could you tell whether those were mounted Indiens or whether they were
ponies being driven? ;

I could not tell.

ét-u whother the Indisns drove their ponie® im any direction, when ym
gﬁat@tdthlﬂlhﬂuthmnmzﬁm

n I first saw the Indian pomies I wee oway back from the river five
or siz miles or more than that from Maj. Reno's crossing. I saw them
from the high bluffs over there; =t that time they were driving the
ponies into the village evidently getting the horses %o saddle up. The
next time I sav the pony=herd wa: om the 268h. I think I smet have seen
it on the 25th from the bluffs shove, but I don’t recollect it. At the
time Ms §. Reno's commsnd left the woods, the bulk of the hos tile Indiens
were sbout five hundred yards from the command, There were severel
hundred Indisne mesr the village. The largest body of the Indians were
nearest the villege. y .
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“tate how many Indiens you sew on the bottom, when you left the woods to
overtake the troops going wt, im the vieinity of the route Maj. Hem took
on his retreat. I meem within remge, sey one thowssnd yerds.

I should think in the timber next to the side I was - that 1s, next to tis
river - thare wore probably twenty-five or thirty Indisns; that includes ~
those that I sawx on the point or the bend there, snd from whet I could
Judge there were sbout ome hundred or one hunired and fifty on the other
flank at different distances, scattered around riding around there. 4

“tate what wa- the conduet of Ma § Keno at the battle of the Little Big
Horn in regsrd to coursge end energey and efficiency, whether suches

would inspire his ~en with confidence or the reverse, and state any facts
and eircumstsnces in suprort of your opimion of the conduct of that officer.

1 can hardly snswer that quest ion.

R will have to be snswered unless objected to. I eertainly heve gotnothing
to sey against him snd nothing particular for him either one way or the
other. That is the whole sum of ny smswer. "hat I saw of Coll Reno is
whet 1 have deseribed and where I have seen it. I have told vhere 1 saw
him nnd shet he wms doinge In the bottam I saw him with & gun in his hanl
going with a company of the 7th cavalry to cherge the Indien village.

Ee was deploying the line and formimg 1t; and on the top of the M1l I

just saw sxactly what I have said. Certuinly there wes 20 sign of coward
ice or snything of that sort in his conduet, end nothing specially the -
other way. 1 didn't see nnything special to say on either =ide.

inat is your enswer $0 the guestion then is it? |

Yes, stp, as near as I can ansver it.

iore you impreboed at the tiwe in the smme monner as you spesk naw ?
Yes, sir, thet waa =y opinion then.

¥hen was it, if st sll, that the mass of the Indiens in the bottom appeared
$0 be moving up the bottom to meet Ma j. Heno's command - bafore the ekire
mish line wes formed - at the time or before?

At the time the skirmish line wes formed they kept & certein distmee in
front of us. ¢hen his comsend wes deployed from column .f fours into
line, the body of the Indians seemel %o turn back toward us, %hen we
started on agein they went an sgain. They kept a certain distamce from w
all the time, and vhen we finelly halted and dismounted, thay turned back

againe

itste whother you were in a position to see what was going on dom the
vottom, snd deseride that position?

I was sbout fifty yards ahead of the column with Lieut, Hare end some of
my seouts.

itate whether or mot the retreat from the timber was hasty, precipitate,
disorganized, or the reverse?

It was hasty £0 fer es we were concerned, and the rear portion of the
eolumn was :ntund. Probably the firet helf of tho column was closed upe
1t was & close as o eolumn of fours moving et e gzllop will keep together,
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whole, and go away back to the last thet came out of the woods, I should

think with refersnee to them they were ecertainly ¢isorgenized = that
the tail end of the eolwm. - ' e i

“tate whether or uot you reslly imew et that time from the orders of amy
officer vhat wms going to be dome = I mesn ut the time you left the skir-
mish line Lo cateh your horse when you heerd thos® sen spesk of ¢ herging.

1 d14n't know anything sbout what ves going $o heppem, éxcept that I heard
the men hellooing sbout u charge down in the woods. gt

“hat Imd been the casuslties as far as you knew, or as far ss you afln-_-
ward sseerisined, ot tho time that yvu left the skirmish line to get your
horse, snd before the nen had time to mount? ' : i

There was some men in “A" company thet was left down in the woods thet was
killed befors the commemd loft. I heard people spesking obout this man,
but I don't remember who he was; I dom't know where Cergt. Heyn end this
man ofrode were shot. One was shot through the knee. He wes on his
horse when I sew him, but whether he managed $o get om the horse with a
ball in his knee or not I don't knowe 1hat is sll 1 know sbout the casuel-
ties. I don't know whether itrode snd Heym were shot inm the timber or ndk.
The novement from the timber on the retreat I knew was & retrest to get
out of there snd to get on ligher ground somewhere. ihen I got out om to
the prairie 1 wes saticfied they wer getting sway from the Indiems as
fast as they could. -

hga the command drivem fras the woods by the eneny? 0DU1d the ememy enter
the woods befpre the cOmmmnd left it?

1 don't know whether there were any Indiams in the woods or not at the
time, 1 dién't see any in ibe woods et the time, Uhen we first got &
chanee to talk about it when we got on the hill, I heard there vere Indians
behind us In the monds. 1 heard some of the men say that. They muet
have meant the timber or bottom theat we were in. %hem I went dowm to get
the horses I had no trouble in getting them, vere ©0 Indians in
there shore the horses were. Come of the men who had been left as horse-
holders were prodably firing. They would have baem on ihe skirmieh line,
t00. The lire on the loft of 1twas unier the seme hill that the

were. All I had to do was %0 ride dowmn the skirmish line to and beyond the
left of the line. Capte loylan said the Indians were getting in om his
laft, and the horses were not covered by the skirmish line, end they woull
probebly et in thers. I did not see any Indisns there vhen I went to tie
horses. 1 didn's see any horses belng hit there.

¥hat was your objeet in tryimg to overtske the head of the columm when it -
wae retreating? %hy 414 you ride 50 rapldly %o overtake the head of the

¢o luam?

I had no {al objeet in mind in ging to the hesd of the column &t all.
Illom:f;:outoaomnl,nhl.aﬁthnuammwn.m_
there, and it wae retreating, and I haé neo more epecizl ohject thahuto go
where tho hesd of the colwm was, and if thers was snything to be dwme to
help do 1%; and 1 had to sew the mouth of my horse to keep him from goimg
ahead of the column. At the hoed of the colums 1 said somothing, - “"this
won't do; this won't doe Fe have got to got into nup:‘" - or :::nh;
1ike that; I don't remsuber the gorde,. - My ides was, thinking
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there was 0 officer there when I got up to the head of the colwm, to
take command of the hesd of the colwm myself, and see that it was com-
ducted by comebody., But just as I was saying it I diseovered iaj. Remo

there bimself, s0 thot my supposition was entirely wsrong of thinking there
was no one there. '

Befors the advence had resched the sumit of the hill on the retreat, state
what efforts you or laje Feno made to check the retreat of the men, h
what either of m d14 for that purpose.

1 have been told thet I said mdhlnc.mxm‘trmnhm. 1

don't remember of saying a word., I stopped to get & horse for =y orderly,
snd two or three men there helped me to put him on his horse, and I don't
remember anything I d4id or snything snybody else did. :

State -hut were the feolings of the commend vhen it reached the summit of
that hill, or in going up there; were the feelinge thoss of triumph and
courege snd exultation, or those of despondency and demorslization? Fas

the cond ition that of & command that hed been defeated or that of a commemd
that bad mede o successful charge?

1 can't speek for anyone else. I can only speak for myself.
Tell, then, speek for yourself?
I'felt ns thoush I had beem pretty dadly licked.

The Upurt then at 1:30 P,M, o/ journed to meet at 11 A.MN. to-morrow

Thursday, Jany. 234, 1879,

TIRTH DAY

: Chieago, Illinois,
Thursdey, Jemy. 23, 1879,
. 11 o*elock 4. M.

The Court met pursusnt to adjourament.
Prespoat

¢ol. John E. King, 9th Infamtry

Cole ‘esley Merritt, 5th Cevalry

It. Col. %. B. Poysll, 3d Cavalry

| llecorder

lst Lieut. Jesse ii. Lee, Adjts 9th Infentry.
jajor Reno and bis coumsel were slso present.
The proceed ings of the last session were read snd epproved.
e examination of Lisut. Varnum by Major Heno was then emntered upom

as follows:
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Flease teke the map and fix the point where the men wers deployed om the
skirmish line and its gemersl direction.

As this nap doss mot appesr to me to be correct, I can't fix 4t on the map.
That square spece being the opening in the timber, I should put the skire
mish line sbout the center of thet opening es shown on the mep. The map
my be correet and 1 may ‘e wromg.

~oes the line you heve drawn with your pemcil represent, aceording to yow
Judgment, the angle of the line.

Yee sir; 1% was about perpendicular to the gensral direction of the river,

"here were you in reference to the skirmish line at the time it was boing
deployed,

Just se 1t wms being deployed I cemes right with the mem as they were de-
rloying.

‘as that the time you saw the gray horse compsny on the other side of the
river, '

Yes, sir.

How long, secording to your juigment did the line remain in the posi tion
in which it had been deployed. .

7ith reference to thet 1 can only answer that when 1 ceme back from the
opening in the timber to the skirmiesh line, the men in the ilmaediinte
vieinity of wvhere I struck the lime vere lying in the edge of the timber.
I suppose the whole line had dropped back into the timber, bdut at what
time thet happened I don't know.

“hat length of time do you compute it 1o be.
I can't tell.

Can you give a judgment of what length of tine the nen were on - the skim
mish line before being withirawn into the timber, :

1 have no ides. I must have been on the skimish line myself from 10 to
15 minutes.

¥hen you left m‘mm line were the men in the poeition in which they
were derloyed.

They were.

After they hed been withirawn to the timber how lomg do you suppose
they atayed there.

Thst depends on when they fell back im the timber,

How long were they in the timber all together? Have you eny estimate to
give. _

It could not have been mors 'han 10 or 15 minutes I think.

How long was it from the time the men were deployed in line t41l1 they left
the timber on their way beck %o the river.
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I estimate that et sbout half an hour,

P14 T understend you to say that e prolongation of the sidrmish line
lzou the river would strike the point where you sew the grey horse
companye.

Yes 2ir I think 1t was sbout that point,
“here do you fix thet point on the map.

I can't fix 1% on the map. Aesuming thet the position of Nefor Reno's
command on the hill is correct, it was probably s quirter ofa mile below
thet, or something like thet.

Then seeording to your recollection of the country a prolomgation of Major
Feno's skirmish line seross the river would strike the bluffe about a
querter: of a mile below whors the steand was mede on the night of the 25th.

I don't pretent to lay domn & mile and say the prolongation of the skire
mish line would strike that perticulsr spot where the column was, but as
I rode iz the rear of the skimmish line and looked up there about in
front of me wes the gray horse companye.

244 you not go rether on the right flank of Maj. Hono's comend than in
the rear of the skimish line. f

Thut 12 vhat I say: Ag I came in from the left of the line and rode
around in the rear, I looked up there it ms in my front which wouldd be
ebout at the right flank of the line as it wasd eployed.

ihat wne the charscter of the country om which you saw the grey horse
companye

it was up on the »luffs we aftorwards retreated to and vhem ve hed our
fight. It was rather rough. That is the top was umeven and rollimg. " &

it was achigh bluff.

Much higher them the point from phich you saw it.

Yeos eir: I think the bluffs were 100 fest high.

That was the last view you had of that colwan or any pert of it.
That was the last view I aver had of it end thet wms just o glanoce.

Ma jor 7eno deployed his skirmish line snd they remained 10 or 15 minutes
in pe itiom.

Yos sir.
These men had dismounted at the time.

Yes sir, I think they were just coming from their horses at the time I
rode upe

¥as that point st which the line was deployed visible from the point where
thwmm-_uvuzbh to you at the time you saw it.

It muet heve been.
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Qe Did you Tell lajor Remo, while in the Simber or at sny time during the
genernl engagement, sbout seeing the gray horse company.

A. Bo sir,
Qe "here was Major Neno in reference $o yourself st thet time,
A, 1 dont know: he must have been on the line ac the men were just deploying.

G« You spoke of seeing Major Reno with a gun in his handj d44d any of the
officers enter that fisht with sadres or swords.

A, HNot thet I know ofs I almoct kmow there was not a sabre in the command.

“e "hot wms the gnit you fixed st which the gray horse company was moving
down the river.

Ae 1 thiuk they were moving at o trot. That is sn impression only; not a
very fast tros,

Ge ¥“hat wse the generzl appearsmce of the point "3" in the river, as to its
being = ford or not.

A. 1 should esll that place a fords I 442 not sttempt to eross the river
there, but I should eell it a ford.

Co "hat do you estimate the distance from the point *“B" and the place where
you gsav the grey horse company.

As I should put it at something less then £ miles. ill my testimony in rela-
tion to time and diatance is very uncertain.

G, How long @0 you suppose it would take a comuand going at the rete that
appeared to bde going to go from the point where you saw it to “5".

Ae 'Toking into consideration the umeven nature of the ground, it must have
taken them 25 or 30 minutes, assuming that oy distence 1s about o rrect.

% Lo you know whother the gray horse company was st the hesd, the middle
or the rear of that columm,. '

£, I have no 1den.

¢, #hat wes the character of the country betweem the point where the gray
horse company was aad the poiat "B" with referemce to access or approach
to the river, on the right bank.

L. Come parts it must have been just sbout impossibls %o get down with a
company of csvelry, and at other points you could go down quite well,

‘e Vould it mot be ns easy for s column of mounted men to go down the right
bank to the river s&s for any number of mounted men un the left bm k %o

rise to those heights.
A. Cortainly it would be fully as easy t0 go down as t0 get upe

Ce How long ofter you gar the gray horse company &s you have stoted till
¥a jor Seno retrested from the timber.
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It must hove been about half an hour.

Then secording to your estimat: of time o sufficisnt period hed elapsed
between the time you saw the gray horse compeny snd the time Major Hemo
Joft the timber for that columm to have resched the ford "3%,

Yes sir, just sbout,

In what way did the Indiens loave iaj. fleno's command after he mde the
march across the river on his return; &own towerds the village or not,

Down towards the village.

That was on the left side of the river, dowm towards "B,
Yeos sir.

“hen did they leave ke j. llgno’s comand.
I think the main force left about the time we left the woods.

Then secording to your judgment at the time Major Reno's command loft the
tinder Gen. Custer's column had about time emough to have reached the
ford "B".

I think those would have been the relative positions of the two columns
as pear as 1 can Judge. '

¥hat was the character of the country ms to elavation between the point
where you saw the grey horse compeny and the point "R" whether the point
where you euv the groy horse compeny was ae high as any point between
that and "B",

I hardly thisk it was. I can't be sccurate.

I wish to ask your judguent. You saw the grey horse compsny st the point
you heve stated. The men of Major leno's cammend vere just deing deployed
or had been dismounted and deployed es o skimish line, They remalned
there for 10 minutes. Do you suppose the column moving dowm the right
bank of the stresm could have seen liafor Heno's commné in any other posi~
tion then on the skiwmish line with dismounted men.

1 will snswer that in this waye 48 this column of Gen. Custer's went
down the stpream, he may have been in & position to see us all the time ve
ware going down the bottom, but ot the time he passed the point I have
deserided we wers certainly dismounting and he must heve known our posi-
tion if he looked thers. That was vhat ve were doing,

Any stretch of country a;or shieh he passed for the mext 10 or 15 minutes
would still have been in view of Hajor Neno's skirmish line.

The last 1 saw of the gray horse corpany Jen. Custer was hhl'olt, if he
rode st the head of the column e usuanl, in e position to see shot we weme

doing.

Then, as far as you have eny reascn to believe, the last view the column
on the right cank of the river had of Hajor Feno's commnd ves ® ing whate

Pismounting to go into the fight.
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“ae there any cammnication whatever 0 your knowledge between Maj. Reno
and Gen. Custer after that time. s

Kot that I know of. I don't believe thers was.

Then a8 far as you know Sen, Custer :ust have reached the point "3v, if I»
attempted to cross there et all, with the belief thet Major Remo wes not
charging, but stending there at bsy befors the Indianms.

Of course I can't say positively; it is a mere matter of opinion. The
men of the gray horse compeny were eerteinly in position to see exactly
¥hat we were doing there. “hat pert of the column the grsy horse compeny
wes in I don't know, or how far shesd of the grsy horse compmny Gen.
Custer was I don't know. But assuming he was right there, he must have
soen our position end known exactly what we were doing.

Do you not suppose thet Gen. Custer as e careful soldier having am oppor-
tunity to see thet commend in the timber below there would advise himself
of just what it was dolng and the position snd condition it wes in.

I believe Gen. Custer must have beem satisfied to proceed sfter secing
us there,

Have you any reason %0 think thet Gen, Custer had any other knowledge of
Major Feno then thet he was standing there on his defense.

If he saw us there, end I can't help thinking he 414 see us, that muet
heve been the last information he had concerning us.

fere there any evidences of & detormined effort - t0 eross to the villege
at "§".

I don't know anything sbout thet., 1 414 not wateh the ground there at all.
1 come over the bluff at that point, and not omn the trail.

Ag 8 militery men would not your attemtion have been nttracted if there
had boen any evidences of s struggle on the part of Uen. Custer to erose
to the village at the point "B%,

Gen. Custer might heave sttempted to eross et "B" and have been driven back
without leaving sny prrsicular =igns except horse trscks, unlese ¢ ome One
hed been killed or wounded there s0 thet he would have dead dodies or dead
horses there. 1 did not see any dead bodies or desd horses to indicate
sny struggle, though he say have gone in there.

There were men left dead in the timber where lajor Hemo made his stend,
Yes sire

Would there not have been men and horses left dead at “B* 1f there had hu.n
a desperate effort to cross. ;

Yeos sir, 1 think so.
How far from that ford did you find the first deed body,

My opinion of that distance is the poorest opimion I give. 1 seid 800 or
1000 yards, but it is & complete guess on my part. :

It wag sway from the ford was it.

Lo



Ae
Ge
As

e

A.

e

A.

Cea

Ce

Ce

Au

Ce

fa

A

Qe

Ae

e

Ao

L

Ao

Yes iy,
And still farther down the river.

Yes sir; 1t was after I left the ford.

It was not detween the position Maj, i the hill
e Jo Heno took when he csme

No sir.

Then you sey for sbout 30 minutes Major Heno remsined in the timber amd
erented a diversion on the part of the Indiens.

Yoo sir.

Aecording to your estimste of the number of Indisms engnged om the 25th
end 26th deys of June, 1876, wer~ there not enough in your opinion to have

overcome both commende even if each had been sepurately engaged ot the
sanme time.

I would not 1like to take half the warriors snd take the commend we had
with us and fight them.

You would not like to teake the other helf of ths commsnd nnd fight the
balance of the warriors. :

Ko sir. 1 don't know how %o exprese an opinion on that. ¥From the esti-
mates of other persons and of Indiens and all I cam pick up I don't believe
there were figss than 4000 warriors in thet fight.

Were there sny evidences of sn attempt on the part of the column under Gem.
Custer to return from the point "B" baek in the direction from which he
ceme.

1 314 not notice any evidences of thet sort sad if thare had been I would

.not have noticed them as I rode away from the treil.

“hat wes the cherseter of the country from the poimt "B in the direction
of D" and "E" as $0 elevation in comparison with the position of iaje
Reno's command on the night of the 25th.

1 have no idea: I mever wae on either of thes- points execept to mes by
where Gen. Custer's body was buried when I came in fros the bluffs.

Did you see the bodies before they were buried.
1 saw & grest many bojies but not %o examine thems

014 the position of the bodies indicate thet the commnd hed besn gnthered
together in a military position st any ome point for resistence to the

Indiens.

It is impossible for me to give &n opimion om that, I was not enough over
the fisld to ‘now.

When the column under command of knj. Repo prepared to retire from the
bottom you were with Girerd snd Feynolds.
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They were unattached to amy particulsr part of the command were they mobe

Yoo sir. The interproter,as & rule, is supposed to be with the comsanding
Wes he with him at that time,

No sir. Iu-htomthatxmanooramtogautnnmnm*zumm

et all, end I don't know whet instructions Girard had, nor do I know how he
ecame to be there. '

You were with those two wen, who were, as far '
et S of B ’ : » as you knmew unattached to any

Yes sir.

When the men were in the timder were they not a smell mumber of men to defend
a position of that kind, - - ;

1 don't believe we had men emough to cover as large & line as it was necessary
to cover in onder to hold that timber. It does not seem so to me.

You have been asked seversl mestions with reference to the ability of Maj.
Remo's command to hold that timber provided Capt. Bemteen with his command had
joined and provided Capt. MeDougall hed eome in with the pack train, Womld
not that in your juigment depend on the faet whether there had been any opders
or directions to Maj. Remc and Capt, Bentsen to unite their commsnds. :

It would depend entirely upon the faet whether they did or not; and whether

they would or mét would deperd of eourse on the orders each ome had, more or
less. I don't know what orders eigher one had,

Was it reasonable for Maj. Hemo to expect Cspt. Benteecn's comuend to umite
with his on that side of the river unless he was apprised of the"fact that
Capt. Benteen had been ordered to 4o so. In other words muet he not know #hat
Ca t. Benteen was ordered to do before he could ealculate on what he would do.

I do not see how he could depend on Capt. Benteen's commend or Capt.McDougall's.
I don't know whether Maj. Reno knew or could have imown what orders the other :
battalion commenders had. I do not :now thet he kmew what the plam of the

fight was; I 414 not, '

If ¥aj. Heno was ignorant of the orders givem to Capt. Bemteen with his

battalion, and to Capt. licDougall with the pack train, would he have been justi-
fied in holding that timber in the belief that they would coms wp and unite with
him, provided he found or believed his omn command was not sufficient to hold it.

If he believed he was unadbls to hold that timber and saw no troops coming, I
suppose he wuld use his om judgment sbout leaving there end going to some
place he could hold better.

How long after retiring from the timber did Capt. Benteen unite with him,
I wuld say 20 or 25 minutes.

How 1 after Capt. Benteen camp uwp did the pack traim come up, amnd 4id it
come ornrgn the same direction that Capt. Bemteen d4id or a different ome.

It came from 2 differemt direction and I estimate it three-quartors of an
hour after, possibly more or less. . )

After the pack train joined the command, how long %11l the entire command moved
down the river. ’ :

After th .ampmmm.xmmmm.wm
th:::l.ue 2:& was gone punihlymorzsnlantu, and when I got back the
m;aanll moving exes t nerhaps Capt. loylen's company which I am not
ecertain sbou n«ub? witk wounded.

t, as he was )

e RS i .




Q. VWhere was Co. "D" under Capt. Wier at that time.

ik, I can't locate his company at that time. I know some company started forsard
about the time I went down the hill, but whether it was his or not I don't know,.

Qe What time do you fix it with reference %o the time the pack train came up.
A. It was just about the time the pack train came up.

Q. How long did Major Remo remain om the hill before the column moved down the river.
A. I guess it was about an hour and a half before the whole thing started.

Q. Did you see the point at which Capt. ¥Wier halted after he moved down the river,
A. Yes gir, I wes on that point,

Q. Vas it possible for the column to have got any farther in that direction, having
; reference to the number of Indians and their positiom.

A, T can only speak in reference to the time 1 got there, Then the whole force of
Indiens seem=d to be turning back sgeinst us. It is possible that we could
have gone farther, but I doubt whether any one would have moved any farther

at that time, because the Indians were all coming as faet as they could in our
direction.

Q. ¥as not the engagement a general one after the time Capt. ¥ier' -am'--ﬁ
return with his company until dark theat evening.

A. No not from the time he commenced to return. But we had %o keep firing to keep
the Indians at a distance and it got warmer and warrer till we got back and
from that time on it wae & very heavy fire as long as we could see to shoot.

3. What do you fix as the time you reached the point where you made the stand’
that night.

 A. About half past 5 o'clock is as near as I can fix it.

. G. When you heard the firing in the direction in which you afterwards found Gen
Custer did you communicate that fact to ¥aj. Feno. :

A. No sir.

Q. TWas not Cen. Terry kmown to be advancing up the river with a conaiderable body
E of soldiers.

A T don't inow whether it was generally known or mot. I pertly knew what Gen.
| Terry's intentions were, as I had heard him and Gen. Custer talking, and T had

an idea Gen. Terry was on the Big liorn somswhere, but I don't imow exactly how
I knew it "either. :

Q% ¥as it not & matter of beliaf throughout the command, as far as the officers
were concerned, that Gen. Terry was caming up the river with a columm of men.

"A. I don't know how much information there was among the officérs.

e hing in the amount of firing you heard in the direction in whieh
i ::.t;?to;??e:nd was afterwards found, to Mlg-to their destruction at

that time,

Ac o sir: 1 had mo idea the command had been destroyed.
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%s Tas it not the gemeral bellef that the command of Gen. Custer was as well

;:7:. $0 take care of itself as that of Mej. Heno as far as you knew the

A, I can't recall any one spesking sbout 1t till the afternoon of the 26th.

Ge Wms I8 not e belief emong the officers thot he was as well sble to take
eare of his commend as the commend of s jor feno was o take care of itself.

“#Ke I bave n0 1desd what the officers thought sbout that.

Ge ¥ag 1% not the belief or opinion that heo might have gone farther down the

river in the direction in whieh Gen., Terry was expected to sdvance and e0
unite with him,

A« 1 certainly hed an iden myself that he had been driven off in his attack
on the other end of the village, and that he was either corralled, as we
were, in the hills, or had got away towards Gen. Terry's commend. The
idea of their being sll killed never struck me at all.

L ';on epoke of an attenyt on the part of iajor Feno to send & letter to Gen.
erry. .

A, Yes sir, on the 26th.
O« Yas thet letter returned to him by the Indian “ecouts,
As Yes sir,

Ce Do you ramerber the substence of that letter. Major Reno stating to the
eourt that the latter has been destroyed and he is uneble now to produce it.

A. It stated in offect that he had arrived et that point et such a tims,
deseribed the location on the hill, that we had attacked the Indisne: that
he did not know the whereabouts of Gen. Custer; thst he was holM ing the
Indisns in check, and asked for medicel nid and sssistance, That is

. about all I resember of the letter.

Q. 4id he speek of his sbility to hold the position,

A. iy impreseion is it 4id sey something to that effect, lot, I don't feel
certain of it. '

G« Do you or mot recolleet he said gomethi g like thist= we are sbls to hold
the position but we have & pumber of wounded end I would like ym to
send me some medieal stores and supplies.

A, I don't think it wes exaetly like that, I thisk it was we require medical
aid and agsistence, or something like that, There was something about
holding the position but I don't recollsct how 1t was worded: it was to

the offect that he was able to hold 1%,

Q Vas 1t mt. as far as you r.rcom.t. very 'lﬂh in substence like a latter
he wrote on the 27the

4. I don't know anything sbout the letter he wrote on the 27th. I have been
shown a letter that seems to have been written on the 27th, That one
iz in sudbstance adout the same 08 the one I saw, with the sddition of

oeeurrences which hed happened after he wrote the first one.

: i g
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There was no substential difference as to his ability to remein where he
was and his ignorance of the wheregbouts of General Custer.

No sir. Those things were adout the seme in both letters.
That firing you heerd was after Capt. Senteen came upe
1 thint it was very soon after he came up.

fias the range of the Indisns rifles groster or less then that of the
soldiers easrbines,

I deldeve the longest renge guns the Indians had were those they took from

. Gelle Custer's commend, with one or two exceptions. Theme were one or two

parties in particuler had very lomg rengs gunse

ia the renge of the iincheatrr rifle the same as the army carbine.
Ko li‘r. I think it is much less.

What is the renge of the Winchester rifle.

I don't know exactly. I think the charge of powder ie considerably less
thon that of the Springfisld carbine.

The Indians in going to the river and across it to the right bank, would
in all probability crose at "B”,

I don't know; there wer other fords close there.
¥as not "B" the first ford they could crosse
It ie the lowest ford in the vicinity of the ¥illage.

Iz there any ford between thet and the point you crossed in the ntrut
from the bottom.

I don't know. I don't believe there is because it is high bluffe, but I
was never through there.

Cuestions by the Recorder.

Refresh your memory, inm hunting on the plains, and see if you can't get -
at the range of a Winchestar rifle.

The %inchester iArm Company has en arm very different from the old “inchester
pifle. 1 don't thivk the Winchester will shoot accurately over 600 yards.
€4th regard to the 1300 yards renge of the earbine, I did not mesn that

it would shoot sccurately that distance, but that it would throw a ball

thut far.
How for will e springfield cerbine shoot with reasonabls sccuraey.

About 1000 yards.

‘State if you hsd been in Indien cngegements bdefore thate

Yes sir.

Is it the hsbit of the plaine Indisns to chearge su enemy posted in the
timber? Would they be uhir to do 1t,
§ W
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ke I don't believe they would be likely to come there mounted, But my place

;:;mm ean cover himgelf he will take advantage of and erewl up on the

Go The troops were in the timber and hod the cover ms you have testified,

A, Yes sir.
Qs Did tlgn Indians on the plain have cover.

Ae Kot on the plain dut they had the advantage of timber above and below us
on the stream.

Qe In that particulsr timber they did not come thet you saw.
/ .
Ae I saw no Indiens in that perticular timber I wes in.

we Utate whether the pleine Indions are more likely to charge & retreating
foe than one ready for the attack. ¥hat {s the rule im regard to thet in
that country.

A, I think thet spplies to the Indisn end $o the eavelry too = they woul ‘
rether strike = men when he is wetreating than whem he is feeing you. I had.

Ce Did not the Indiens strike Ma j. Heno's column when it left the Himber, and
were not the greatest number of casuslties occasioned in that way.

Ae I thirk a great pumber of casualties must heve occurred in the timber, just
as ve loft in the resr of the coluwmn. Certainly the greater nusber wmere
killed and wounded in the retreat from the woods to ths bluff and about
the fords I don't know exactly where they were killed or howr, Come
must have been killed near the timber es we left, snd some must have heen
left there, 1 ax not certsin,

(e “tute whother or mot the Indiens made a charge into Maj. Heno's column:
into the rear or tail end of it ms it left the wools on the retreat.

As They did not charge into it. They would ride some dlstence off on the

flenk -~ some 50 to 100 yards, with their rifles across the pommels of
their saddles, and would sit there and work their rifles.

Qe Hot bringing them to the shoulder.
A, JNo sir; let them lay seross their saddlea.
Qe Did they follow the command in that way es it went down the bottom,

A, A great many followed down, tut ss we nesred the river they commenced to
draw off the other way.

&, Otate whether or mot the movement of ¥ajor Remo's batelion from the woods
" %o the hill was & demor=lized rout. :

A. 1 do not consider the head of the column wee in thet comdition. The
rear I think was.

Ge Do you still hold to the oyinion that in column of fours ie & good forme=-
tion in which to charge an enemy in fromt, “ould thet have been a good
formation there at that time. '
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ie Im column of fours is a good formation in an attempt to pass through g
eolumn of Indiens. The object of thet movement was to take us outside
of s body of Indians, and that wee as good & formation es eny. If it
had been made in plattoon it would have ceused delay.

Qe The formstion depends on the rapidity with which you wished to move.
Ls Yoz sir, end what the effect of the movement was $0 be.

‘s Take those Indiszmns between the commend and the ford, ond the command
starting out in a coluan of fours, would it or not be likely to receive
an enfilading fire, or s fire from the head of the column down.

A. In fighting Indiems I don't think it would., They would try to get on
the flanks where they could use their guns as I have deserided, Thst is
thelir style of fighting. I would make the formation close and if the
objeet was to break through s lot of Indiens I don't know but it woul d be
a good way to g0

Qe V¥as that dones

Le The rear of the column wes certainly not closed upe

‘e “hore 414 you expect to find the commanding officer on the retrest.

he 4t the head of the columm.

Le %as there eny officor at the rear of the column, se it came out of the
woods seeing that the men all got out.

A. Thers ware officers back there: I don't know what they were doimg. I
think Lt. Hodgson, Lt. Yellses, Capt. FPrench snd Lt. Melntosh vere all
behind me.

Ce« ¥as the column in fromt going.

Ae Yeos sir.

¢, At the point where you came out of the woods how sas the column s cettored
* or formeis

A. 1 could not get out es long as it was closed up solid because that forced
me into the woode, LUt sz soon es there was a bresk in the column I got

oute
%. Whem you ot out there were still men behind ron.
A, Yee sire
(. Fare there any wounded nen left in the woods.

4. I dan't koow whether there were or mots Thers were men b ft there, end
vhen wa saw them they were dead,.

2. 1s it remsonsble to suppoce that every man you saw was shot desd in the
first instence or wounded.

A. I don't kpow sbout thate I think if e man was disabled so he could not get
on hie horse wgs left where he was.
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<e Then what would be 1iabl: to become of him.

Ae He would be 1lisble to be killed at once.

Qe Fow many were killed or laft in the woods.

Ae I don't koow. GSome were on the plain snd some in the woods.

e From the place wher: the skimieh line wae formed, wet any cherge made

towards the Indisn village by Maj. Heno's commsnd or was mny such order
given by him. ;

A. No sir, no charge out on the plain, The only charge I kuow enything about
wes the movement la jor Hemo started to meke with Co. "G" through the woods
vhich I understood was towards a purt of the Indien village.

ie ¥ithin whet limits have you heard the forece of Indlans there placed.

A 1 dom't thisk I heve heard it place at less than 2500, and =s high as
12,000 werriors.

Us From your knowledge of Indiens state whet wo 1ld be the population of a
village containing 4000 werriors.

As About 15,000 if they sll hed their families with them. I don't believe
they all hed their femilies. I saw a greet many wickyups, which probabdly
cons~ined bucks only.

(e ‘'are any of those wickyup» slong:ide of the lodgpes.

A. 1 did not go over the mround enough to ree h ow they were. 4% the lower
end of the villarce e arest many vwere left standing.

2. Have you ever coen wickyups alongeide of lodges, put there for s special
pursones

A. Yes sir, for bath houses, I suppose you refer to.

i« Are they mot thers for othsr purposes - for the women t0 secupy occssionelly.

Ae 1 don't know, The only use I know of their meking of them {s for thelr
sweat brths. ‘

‘. About how many ponies would it take to move s village of 15,000 indlens with
all the plunder the Indiens have. )

A. I don't know how t0 testimate thet, 1t would teke e gret meny, and there
woe 8n imsense herd of ponies there. If there were thet number of
Indisns, it would require sbdout 20,000 ponies.

'« “hot was the size of *he moving village = if you saw it.

A. T 444 not see it, I wish to sy in regerd 10 the number of ponies thet
shen I was om the bluffs the night before my Indisn scouts said thore were
mors ponies then they ever saw topether befor: = thst they looked u,g._
on imsense buffelo herds 1 could not see them at all. They told me %o
look for worms on the ground, but st11l I eould mot see the ponies, but
they described them as the largeet pony herd they had ever seen.
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7hat beesme of your Indian Seoutas.
I thirk they started fur Powder Hiver. 1 found them thore aftewards.

¥hen a fight is golng on, and an of ficer in cherge of & column has N0
prders to remain awsy or at = certain pocition, sn’ he hears the goumd of
firing what is 1t his duty to do always.

1 suppose he wold teke hi: commmnd an? go there to find out vhat wae
going on and help or send amd find out whet the mstter was.

Was not Capts Benteen's colum doing thot, if you know, when ¥a ‘ar Heno's
column gotup onm the hill,

A few minutes after we got on the hill I saw & column of eavalry coming
dom etream toverds us, I do't know where it had been Before, or whet it
hed beer doing.

In the event that 1000 Inéisns hed followed Maj. Reno's columm, end had
closed up on it #t the river when the men wers going across end trying to
get on the hill, whet would have been the result as fer as that e umend
was concerned. '

I don't think it would ever have got on the hill, I thick it would have
stopped ot the creek.

(uestions by Major ieno,

You are a soldier and I presume you remember the soldierly performance of
Cen. Forsythe on the Repudblican river in 1869,

Yes sire

‘ere the Indicne cherging upon the troops at th-t time, snd after Gen. .
Forsythe had been in the timber ane dey.

1 was not ther:, but thet {s vhet I understand was the nsture of the “ight
there., I don't know the mature of their cherge on the troope. 1 famgine
tho cherge of the Indisns is not the same ea of the cavalry. 1 think I
understsnd what is meant by s chirge there.

Uoes mot the method of Indisn wnrfure depend on the number of Indisns,
and the nuabsr of troops ageinst vhom they are engaged. p

Yen sire
Apre not their tactics nodified by circumstances.

Yos sir, every Indian fights for himself and sech one has hin om way of
doing 1t. , :

ind th & way depends on their numbers end the number of their eneny.

Yes sir.

fne thet op mot s proper fomastion for Hels Reno's columm in going to =
a:rrou- for! in retresting from the timber to the top of the hill beyond,

having in view the distence.

1 don't kmow thet it would make eny difference vhether the ford wes narrow
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or wide se far as the fornation wap concerned, In o movementof that sors,
the line hae to be kept well closed, up =11 the time, an' if there is

sny delay in cposaing the ford, some disposition would heve to be made tO
cover the delay.

tas not th't a proper formetion of the command, %o go to the point to which
it vas Qirected.

I thik it =as.
iia jor Heuo was at the heed of the camand,
Yes sir,

by the Recorder. Do you know vhether the Indiens got away with Gen., For-
sythe thers, -

No they 4id not,
By Major Meno,  Nor with laj. Henos
Ho sir.
The witness then retired.

Pre Ho R, Porter, o citizen, u vitness called by the #ecorder, =nd baing

duly swarn t0 testify the truth, the vholp truth and mnothing but the truth

testifiad ss followst
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Luections by the Recorder.
State your name, profession and residence.

Hy name is I, A, Popter, 1 em @ physician and surgeon and reside in
Bismarck, Uakots Serritory.

“tute whether or not you were connected +ith the governnent service on the
25th and 20th of Jume, 1876, in what cepseity amd with what command cerving?

I wes ceting apsietant surgeon undar Gan.Cutc@.-

“4th what expedition vere you serving st $hut time?

1 was serving w»ith Maj. Reno’s battelion.

“tate whether or not on thef5th of June, 1876, you hesrd sny orddrs given
by Gen. Custer to Ma)s Hemo, eithar in person or through his adjutsnt;
if s0 by whom, when and where that day. el

L]

1 hesard his ad jutent give an order, I thi k sbout 1 o'clocks It was right
near whore they struck the first tepes, vhere the dead Indians were. The
ad jutent come over, and told him the Indiems were ju:t che.d, and Uen,
Custer Girceted him to cherge them., He turned sround, snd asked the adju
tant if Uen, Custer was going %o support him. He esid Luster would support
him, He asked him if the genorsl wo: coming slong, end he told nim “"yes,"”
the Genernl would support hime ' !

044 you hear any other orders from Gen. Custer, or his adjusant, to Maj.

Reno?
ino e
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On which side of the river did this ccour?

That was before we crossed the Little Big Horn river. It was sbot a
mile, or a mile snd & holf, from the eroseing of *he Little Sig Horme

“tote shot wes done by Ma . “eno end hiec command on receipt of this orders

He etarted on down to ths crossing richt on s heavy treil at o trot, _
Some of the horses, I guess, were gallopings Ve went on doem to the rive
end oronsed over snd halted on the other -ide, Zome of the horses were
watered ot the stresm. I watered my horse there. .

D4d the commend generslly helt to sater, or wes thiswatering done passing
through?

Ithik it wee dane pessing through,

«tate shather in comnection w#ith your duti-s as seting surgeon you ecarried
eny weapong? : -

I 4id not.

How In reference to the comdition of yuwur own horse, ctate whother or
not you had been with the commsnd and mede ite marches on that expedition?

Yes, eir; I left the Yellowstone =ith the command., MKy horse mas in good
eondition, 1 had har! work to hold him. The horses of the cummand I
should consider in pretty good conéition. They were high-spirited end
wanted to run, some of them.

ihere did you observe them highes frit=d and wanting to run?

After Zal. Rero received his order, snd 1 observed 1t on the wey to the '
woods %00, golng down siresi. !

Yhet wes Mej. Reno's demesnor and c¢onduct on the advance? end any coaver-
sation you hed wit: him,

Going down into the bottom, he esied me if I didn't want hiskun, He hed
@ gun on the pommel of his mmddle, or over his shoulder, I don't remember
which, Ho seked me 1f I didn't went it, and I told him "no."

20 you know why he asiked you that cuestion? )

: He had a pretty fie
I think it wes in his way., Fis horse was pretty fiery/horse, and I lxnu
it bothered him to manege his horee sn’ carry hie gun t00.

Deseribe the movemsnts of thk command se far s you observed them after
erossing the river, down to the fimt place they made any halt?

/fter we oroccad the river I heerd ¥ejfe Reo give the order: “Forwardl®
and they went on down %o the woods, or a short dirtencs from the woods.
It wae shout two miles, or two and a qu rter miles 1 should think, that

we moved, snd it wus OR & lope or a trot,

I48 you see mﬁ host s Indinns wiile on the sdvsnce from t'e erossing
domn to the woods? -

I séw & fow Indisns. 1 sew & great meny ponies. They seemed w be driving

the poniss dowm the river. I didn't see muny lndinnse

'4_



le "@s %here eny oppoeition mmde to the advence by the Indisns in going over
thet ground?

Ae No, sir.

Qe Dt: the command go into sction when it got down there? and deseribe thet
action,

Ae As s0om as they got to the woods they ¢ ismounted su¢ formed sk irmish lines,
end went into setion thens I was then right thers where I could see them.
I wae right behind the sikirmish line, a little ways from the woods, Vhen
we got down nesr the woods the command dismounted, end the skirmish line
wae forme, and the horses were led into the woodss I was looking sround
for my orderly, who hed the bendeges end medicines. I thought they would
be needed, ond 1 wes down there watching the fight o few minutes, snd
then I led my horse dosn into the woods. I hadn't besn thers but & few
minutes before the men cume in on my risht amd on my loft, snd tn » few
minutes I heard that a man wes shot, and I went snd looked for him, and
‘hile 1 we looking for him I sew lMaj. Heno on-his horse, and I hesrd him
tell someone that #e had to get out of hers; that «# had zot to cherge
the Indi-na, He rode out of the wods, '

S¢ Do you know of gny other men than the one you have deseribed being wounded?
A« No , sir; he wae the only one I know of,

Ge Vhen you sew ¥aj, feno in the timber, whore were you and vhat were you
doing? '

Ae "hen I first saw him, I wes looking for my orderly, and whoen I was lookim
for him I knew thiz man wes shot, anéd then I sttended %0 hime

Qe ~eseribe all you can in rdgard to thet commend lesving thet timber, and
describe how you got out of there yourself and got to the commend?

As Just et the time I heerd the me Jor say we would have %o get out of there,
snd we would have to churge them, he moved on out, und the men seemad %0
be coming from differemt directiome. They hed s good deal of troudble in
finding their horses - the soldlers ¢id - and se s0Om 68 they Dund their
horses snd mounted they went on outs I was there e few minutes »ith the
wounded am and they were £1l lesving, and I led my horse = there is &
straight benk up thare four or five feet high - end «hen I got out the wen
wers all running and the Indiems were rumning t00, within a few yarde of
where I wus, There ware = fow Indisns between the camsend and me, and I
went out expecting to find the command chorging the Indiens, dut inetead
of that I found the Indlans charging the commend., They were all on the
rune 1 got on my horse sné let him go es fest ss ha could run, &nd I
passed some Indiens snd 1 got %o the edge of the river, andiy horse jumped
in and coessed over with the rest of them,

beg that wounded men you epoke of tsken out of the timber?

A, No, eir. |

e Gtnte from Ihet- you saw, whother there wore any Indians oppoaing the pwr
of the commannd $0 the river; I mesn in ite front, as if the: inteml ed
eutting off the comand from the river.

ie I eoulén't ses the head of the colum. There wsa good desl of duet,
hallooing and eonfusion,
ido
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Ge Thom d1d you firet notice of the officers on the bluffs to which the
commend reSreated exsreising eny commsnd or suthority and whet wes he doing.

he 1 saw first Lieus. Varnum. He has his hat off, and he sald: "For God's

sake, men, Jon't run. There are s good many offic-re and men killed and
wounded, and ve hove got t0 g0 baok and get them.® Fe

“e VWhere 41d you see aj. Heno on the bluffs, amd whet pessed between you?

Lo 1 went up %0 the wa jor snd seid: “lajor, the men were pretty well demoralized
waren't they?" and he replied: "No, thet was a cherge, sir.” :

Qe “tete whethor the commend, when it got om the bdluffs, was s semingly triume
phant or demorelized? y

A+ They were demoralized,
Qe Vid the men end officers seem chesrful or the reverce?
A, Tney seemed to ‘hink they had been whipped.

Qe After seeing Waj. Heno thore and having this conversation withhim, what
aid you do?

i, le were talking « few minutes, and it wee but & fow minutee, before 1
saw some troops coming, I the meantime, safter I got up there, there were
seven or eight or ten men wounded that foll off thelr horses, »nd I pald
attention to thore; in e few momente I saw some troops coming, snd the
men guve a shout: "Here comes Guster.”

Ue 7"ho was 1t?

A, Col. Benteen and his battalion. Upom the srrival of Col. Senteen the
comuend felt pretty good, They thought they were going %0 have some help

e Uhen you were on the hill did you hear any firing? otate in whet direction
it came from if you heard any, ]

Ae “@ hadn't been ur thare very long before ] heerd firing dowm the stresm
and a little to the left. I heard pretty sherp firi g down there for a few
minutes, and then seattering shote, I supposed it was Indians firing
beesuse they had driven us off the bottom.

Ce 'nn you or not scecustomed to hearing Tiring?

A I had been in several Indian fights before thats 1 hud hesrd some firing,
but not much. 1t sounded like heavy, sharp flrigg, and theon there wers
gesttering shots, snd then it got lese and less.

(e What wers you doing ot this time? ¥hat poeition were you in with your
wounded?
A, After Col, Benteen's commund hnd joined Ve j. Heno they went further back

up the river, end there was a little hollow where »e had # hospitel, and
I remained there.

« 544 you see an advence Of ony compny sodn ofter Col. Benteen mme up, amd
where did it go?

Ae 1 saw Capts veir going down streams 1 don't kuow vhether any otle r officer
was with him or mot. 1 think Lisut, Hdgely wag with him.

.

Vol. 1, pelsé is0 |



Qe How far down 414 you observe he went?

A. I should thizk a Quarter or s half & mile or something like that, ar
further, psarhaps,

Qe ¥hen you eav him go down hed the pack-trein come up?

A, I thirk 1t ceme up adbout the time he wes going buck. That is my impression.
I sm pretty sure Capt. Weir left before the pack-trein ceme ups I wouldn't
swear %0 it, but I am pretty positive of it,

Ge From the time Cept, Bemteen come up, 20 on and desoribe what occurred
until night. :

he After we had got very nicely into position, end the pack-train ceme up,
the Indians ceme back and fired into us preotiy sharp- as sharp as it coul
be, pretty neor all the afternoon, until sbout darks I ws in the plsce
where we lset had the hospital. I was mot out or around muche I was
attending to the wounded brought iu there every little while, I had plemty
to attend %0} snd the firing kept up until after dork end then it cessed,

T« OUtate whether or mot you saw Me ). flouo exercising any commsnd during the
action of the 85tk of June, and state whether you were in & position to
have seen him if he hed been exercising command,.

A. 1 didn't see him after we got in position until night, and I was ot in
position to see him usless he came down %9 where 1 was,

G« U434 you e hinm agein st any time during the day?
As 1 saw him after Sark,

Ca '-’hlt tine wme that?

Ae GHomevhere betwee: ¥ snd 10 o'clocks

Y. That wae he doing then?

A, He was tolking with sm officere., I don't know who it sss. I was passing
by, and I recognized his volce.

4., How was it on the 26th »ith your wounded end in regerd to casualties? Was
the fire as severe as on the previous day? :

Ae Yes, esirj adout the same.

e How long 044 it lagt?

4. It lasted from deylight until come time in the afternoon; cbtout 4 o'elock,
1 should think.

Q. Otate vhether any wounded were brought up out of the bottom or not, when
erossing the river,

A, I don't thlht any were brought up. There wore some hit there an’ they hung
on $0 their horses, snd they were the ones that dropped off after they got
up on to the hill, There were seven OF eight of those.

Ge You dom's know whether they were hif on the other side of the river or
coming up, or whers? :
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Ko sir, I don't know whore they were hit. I know Shere wers same
left in the bottom. I gaw them there. I saw one. d -

“tute whether you saw Maj. feno exereising the funetions of & commending
officer on that day,

L:::;t resember $0 hsvo seen him at.all thet day until after the firing

State vhat officer you saw, if any, exercising or apperently umhill

l::l of command on the 25th and 20th of June. If such vere the case state
where.

1 sav Col, Benteen. He cume down several times to where I was, He ceme

down ent ordered several men out that were skulking mmong the horses, and

he osme down and asked something sbout the wounded. On the afternoon of
the next day I eaw him $w0 or three times, I remeuber to have been him
twice and he may have been there oftener. ' :

“ho 414 you think was in actusl eﬂnd.‘ and why 'did you 20 think?

I kmow Lals Heno was the renking officery but I thought thatlol. Denteen
LT thol setual commend ing of ficer, Thet was my impression.

¥hy 414 you think that? . iy

Segomuse I saw more of him. He came down thore and guve orders to those
el 1 1Y

Had you that impresecion at thet time?

Yeos, sir, I had,

State where it was thet you last saw Ven. Custer's column or eny portion
of his column, I mean by his colusn the troops thet wers with him after
Col. lismo pulled out and s'tarted shead.

1 d44dn't see him after iaj, Heno received thiec order. I just looked mround
to my right end saw Gen. Custer end his commend and we started right on
and I d44dn't look sround after that to see him st all.

Then thie order was given by the edjutant ¢id you notice enything in the
demsenor of ¥aj. Reno, and stnste just what it wes and hovw it impressed
you at the time?

Major Heno ob!ected to the question unless the etatement of the witness

refere to some word or set of imjor leuo'e at the time,

The recorder replied that a Doctor eftem jﬂcu/g‘ person's condition by

' his appesrance, =nd I ask the question with that view,

he

Qe

The court, without being cleared, _mhiud the objection of iajor Renoe
otate how you'hot the #time of day ¥aj. Reno received his order,

I-fust guess et 4t = I 414 not look ot my watoh..

¥pom the time the command went shead as you heve testified, how long did
it teke to resch the cpossing.
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I Judge 10 or 15 minutes.
How long were they in erossing.

In orossing end forming probably 5 or ten minutes more.

After the commnd got aeross the river and formed ss you have steted low
long 414 1% tuke %0 get to the place it halted,

I Judge 15 or 20 minutes.

How far were the Indians avay ot the time the command wes halted and
deployed as skimishors.

I judge they were 800 or 900 yamis; 4t was pretty hard to reach theme
vith the suns st the time. '

¥ith roference to thet particular time &nd place, when did the firing
begin - was it defore then, at that tinze or immedistely after.

1 don't remcuber any firing until about the tizme the men were dismounting.
A fow ghots were then fired: the Indisns were réding back and forth am
around and coming closer and closer und firing more rapidly.

Were the Indiens, sdvencing, halting or retreating when Maj., Heno's
comeand halted, or mt_nn they doing if you know.

They seemed $o be riding back and forth, [Irobably they were coming clomer
but not perceptibly, They were riding back and forth in squads.

State what view you had if any of the village snd give an eatimete of the
nurber of lodges snd what was the efrfective fishting force, em estims ted
by you at the time or what you saw after.

I 41d not see the village ut all t1ll I went into the woods. There was
a little opening there through which I saw the village. I thought there
were about 1000 lodges may be more or less. -

How far eway was the bulk of the village and! the nearest tepee.

1 julge the nesrest tepes wes & guarter of a mile and the village exten' ed
down over s mile.

About how many Indiene engeged or confronted Maj. Heno's command when 1t
halted and deployed, and stete your mesns of knowing.

There might have been 50, end they kept coming up after he formel the
skirmish line and I judge there wore 75 or 100 Indlans fighting him there,
There were & good many down the river to all sppesrences, but I eould not

sse how many.

The court then et £ o'eloek .M, adjourned to meet at 11 o'clock A.Me

to-morrow, Fridey, Jen. £4, 1879,
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Zleventh Dey
Chicago, Illineis,

¥riday, Jany. 24, 1879,
11 o'clock A.M.

The court met pursusnt to adjournment.
Prasent
Col. John H, Xing, 9th Infantry
Col. Fesley Marritt, 5th Cavelry
Lt.Col. f?.mﬁnyull, 3 c"ll".
Rgeoxder
lst Lieut, Jesse M, Lee, Adjt.9th Infantry,

Major llemo snd his counsel were sleo present,

The proceedings of the last session were read =nd approved.

The examination of Ur, Portor was continued by the lecorder, as follows:
Lgseribe ss near as you can the timber from which Malor Heno's command
retreated with respact to the river, the plein end the loeation of the
hogtile vﬂh&o.

I d1d not notice itperticularly. vWhere I went into the woods there was &
kind of bend, »ith this cut dluff, and below there s pretty heavy under-
growth and some heavy eottonwood trees. At the right of them was = little
opening, between there and the villege whers I first saw the village.

That bottum came down slmost leval with & few wash=outs on the sile
between the river snd the woods. ' . : :

Uo you mean whers the trees were growing was on & level with the bottom.
No, they are lower; there was a eut bank 3 or 4 feet high to the level.
Bow far sas it to the river aoross there.

The nearest point I thi k wae several hundred yerds, 1 did not see the
river; I saw the bluffs beyond.

1 mesn the nearest point of the river from the right of the skiruish line.

1 think it was 500 yards; mey be not over 200 or 300. I did not notice
muche :

From what you eaw them or efterwards, give = deserijtion of that partiocu=
lar body of timber, That is, Whether it wes = separnte bunch of timbder

or was 8 continuoue stretch of timber, Or vhether the timber dropped in md
out st the bends, going from one side of the river to the other,

1 puess it dropped im and out; it was not continuous, There were some
trees along the bauks of the river above and below, and there were some
places in the bends full of tress.

How was it where lia j. Heno's commend was? wes it in s bdend,

It wag a bend.

7
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Was it full of trees or sparse.
In same places sperse; in same places full.

“tate 1f you cen, how near Ma j. Reno's command wee st sny time while in

that timber to this host : , kile i8
but %0 the main Wi ga'.u' village. I don't mean to the nearest teepee,

I would sey about a mile from the main village. It might be mors, but
that is my impression from the glance I got of it in the woode.

State whether there were eny trumpet or bugle ecalls, in Maj., Reno's command
from the time 1%t left Gen. Custer's column till it reached these woods.

I heard none,

Were theres any sounded there or upon leaving there.

I heard none.

If there had been the usuasl bugle or trumpet calls sounded would you have
heard them,

Yes sir, I think I should.

Ctate how you knew the camand was lesving the woods,

I heard laj. Reno say "we have got to get out of here - we have got to
charge them", end I saw him petting out of the timber in the direction we
came in, the men were looking for their horses and mounting and I followed
them out. X

fas it immediately after you heard him say "we have to get out”, or were
there soms time intervening.

It wes right at that time almost.

Up to that tiﬁ how many men had been hit to your knowledge.

Only one man thet I knmow of.

Deseribe his wound whether mortsl or whether you had time to examine.

I had just unbuttoned his blouse and saw that he was wounded in the left
breast. He was able to talk. -

" Did you see him after that.

No sir.

State as particulsrly as you ean whem you left the woods what you saw in
regerd to the Indiene end the troopss I want to get all the detells thet
you took in at that glence as you came out of the woods.

I led my horse out et the same place I went down, saw Indiene remning by,
and saw the commend running, I had pretty hard work to mount my horse,
but finally got on him. There wer- some Indiens between the commend and
myself, end guite a good many to the risht, running and firing into the
troops. 1 let my horse out and passed some Indisns end quite & number of
the men, got to the river, jumped in and erossed =ith the reet. When I
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got to the river 1 found that thers were a dozen cavalrymen i» the river
and some Indisns on the right bamk, mounted, firing et those crossing.

¥hen you c¢ame out snd saw that condition of affsirs, 4id you see any
officer there attmapting to do anything to cover the rereat or check the
Indieans from riding down the columm, 1f so deseribe that effort.

1 saw nothing of the kind, I could not eee the head of the column, I
don't remsmber seeing an orficer t4l1l I got seross the river,

In whet order wes the rear of the column where you weres
In n> order at all, Evory man seemed to be rumning o his om hooks

From the time the command halted andé deployed as lumtahofl in the wooda,
how long was it till it left the woods ss you have deseribed.

I judge it wms u_or 20 minutes,.

Might it heve been longer or less.

It might have been & littls longer.

¥ithin what limit would you put it with certainty.

I eould not fix sny time, I am protty positive it was not over *0 minutes.
It did not seem to me %o be over U or 10 minutes, but I put the limit et
20 minutes and yet 1 might be mistsuken in that, and it might be longer.

How fur was it from that woods to the erossing on that retrest,
I should pay between half & mile sad e mile.

9 you know how long 1t took ths comsend to reach that point a®ter leaving
the woods.

1 don't know how long She commend was; I dom't think it was over 4 or §
minutes. E .
Give & deseriptica of that croscing ee far se you observed it at the time
opusaw it after, as to the height of the banks on either side and the
depth of the water, and deseribe how the commnd got over.

The stream where I croeced was 40 or 50 feet wide., The weter was almoet
up %0 & horse's back = it ceme to the saddle pockets. The bank om the
side we ran from, was 4 or § feet high, & straight cut bank, and on the
other side sbout the ssme. After smse of the horses hed gone down the
benk snd caved it in it made a pretty good erossing. 1 erossed a little
to the left, where it was & streight cut banke

Usseribe shat you saw of how the command got over: 1 any halt wes made
at the river. .

When 1 got thers everybody wme rushing in trying to get meroee se faet o8
they could: the Indians were firing into them. lvery =an seemsi to be
looking out for himself, trying %o get across ss &oon as rosnible.

ctate if you know how long it was from the time Ma for Reno's commend left
the sommand of Cen, Custer on the right bank of the atrean where the order
was siven till ks jor Heno's and Capte Benteen'a forces were united on the

hill,
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e I would sey about anm hour.

Qe How loog after their forces wers united t11l the pack-train ceme in,

Ae It might have been a half hour or an houwre I don't remember.

Qe State your opimion, if you leve any, in rupnt‘tc the eonduet of Ma jor
Reno at that timber: whethar it wae thet of an of 'icer manifesting
courags, coolness, and efficiency, such as would tené to inspire his men
vith confidence and ‘earlessness, or the reverse. Utats your opinion
fully, and the facts upon which it is besed.

Major Reno objseted to this question becsuse t ie witnese has 't been
shown t0 be competent %o pive an opinion on such a matter.

The Recorder replied. Fie answer will be only a matter of opinion end
will be »ntitled to sueh welght ss the court gives it.

Then, without clearing the court the objection of ¥a jor Reno was over-
ruled,

A 1 saw nothing i»n his condust particularly heroic or particularly She reverse.
I thick he was some 1ittle cubarressed end flurried. "he bullets were
coming in pretty fuet, and I think he did not know whether it wes best to
stay there or leave. Thaet was ny impression st the time.

Cuestions by Major Reno.

Ge Yhere were you when Usn. Custer gave the order to imj. Heno to oross the
river.

Ae Fhen the order thet I mentioned wms received, I was at ks jor Reno's side.
Qe fhere wes iejor iﬁuo.

A, He wae right in the vieinity of the teepee that hed the desd Indians in it,
e VWus he mounted 'or dismounted.

A, Mounted.

Qe Who was with him.

A, 1 don't remember.

Qs ¥as any person with him.

A, Hg was 8t the hsed of his cummend, snd there were officers in his vielnity.
1 think Lieut, Hodgeon was with him: I don't imow,

Qe ¥ae Lisut, ¥sllace there.

A, 1 don't kmow.

Qe Womld you have seen him if he hed been there.
A 1 don't know,
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What 418 ¥Maj. Reno say to the Adjutsmt after the omier wee delivered.

He asked if Gen. Custer was coming on « if he would support him,.

How elose were you to Maj. Heno shen he mede that ressrk to the Adjutent,
Within hearing distence,

How close was the Ad jutant to Major Heno at that time,

Close enough %o spesk to him.

How c¢lose were the officers thet were with Ma jor Remo to him,

I don't remember.

Were they within hearing distence.

1 don't remember any officers that were thare. Lieut, Hodgson mgght have
boen there: I don't know: I don't remember.

You don't remember thet Liecut, Wallace was there,
Ko sir.

Whet reply did the Adjutsnt make,

Thet the Ueneral would support him.

Then what did the Adjutemt do.

He rode back.

Vhat did Major Reno do.

Hode on to the epossing with hie o amand,

At what pert of tho eolusm,

At the head of the column.

Who wes with him.

I wes with him and Lieut, Hodgeon wms with him.
Any one else. |

1 don't remesber any one else.

You were with him snd did not see Lt. Fallace.

KXo sir.
vimt distence did you ride from'Maj. Heno at the head of the eolumm,

Hight elong within speaiing distumce of hime

It Liout. Wallace had been with him during that mile ride would you have
seen him, N

I might or I might note bqln:hihubmthnoﬂlmﬂnlﬁbt
- i .



Ce Where was Lisut, Hodgeon,

A, ¥ithin speaking distance.

Qe On which side of ¥aj. Beno,

A, I don's knows

e Maj. Meno ecarried shat kind of a gun,

A, 1 think it was & cardine, 1 am not sure,

Ge The same as the cavalrymen earried.

Ae I don't know,

Qe ~id 1% not resemble very much these that the cavalrymern carried.
Ay I don't remesbor the gun particularly.

Qs Hed he been carrying a gun on any other day than tho ES5th of June.
Ay I don't know.

‘f¢ Hed you seen him befors.

Ae Yoo sir, overy day.

Qs You 314 not notice whether he had ‘urﬂod e gun befores

Ae I don't rememder whether he had earried & gun or not.

Ge Had he besn currying a gun 4o you suppose he wanted to get rid of it just
when it ws: going to be of some use.

A. I know he offered it to me.

Ge here was thet,

Ae Hetween the‘ river and the woolse

Q. After you erossed over.

Ay Yes sir,

Qe 'hape 40 you fix it.

A, About half wey down the line to the woods.

Qe Uid you halt on either bank of the strean bafore you erossed it on going
down to the timber, ' )

A. I halted on the opposite bank a few minutes.
Qs 444 you helt on the bank on the right side of the stream,

Ae I don't remember whether I did or not, Ve might have helted » seeond or
two and then erossed over,

fie Vhers wers with respect to Maj. Heno when you swept around thet kmoll
on the benk of the atream,
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I was close %o him,
How dloses
#ithin spesking distance.

“hat conversation d4id you heer botween Maj. Heno and any one else in
thet vieinity,

1 @14 not hear any,

If there had bdeen any would you have haurd it

1 might have heard it and would not know what was going one

Did you notice any one spenking to him.
I don't remeuber,
Mre. Girard says he spoke to Mg j. Hsuo 'n that bank, Is that a fect.

I don't know, He might have been right with him and I might not notice
him, At sany rate I don't remeuber it now.

Uid you eross the stresm !f.’\h lia jo Renoe

it the same tims,

You halted on the other side in the timber.

Yoo sir.

What did Maje Renmo 4o if anything at thet point.

Stopped and formed the commend imto lime, chsrged cn up through the valley.
Thot 48 all I know of,

How close were you %o Maj. Heno during that time.

#“{thin spesking distence of him,

ies his horse standing still.

1 don't know,

#as ¥aj. Heno standing still or moving sboute

Some times standing still and sometimes moving sbout,

¥hen he moved 414 you follow hime

I yas ¥ith him up the velley - in his vieinity all the time,

Did you eee him send any man baek in the direction he came from.

I don't yemewber thate. He might have sent some sen back and I not imow
it.

¥hen he started in whet position wes he in rospect to the columm,

At the head.




Qe I em spasking of the period of time between the stream and the timbder.
A, At the head of the column st that time.

Ge Where were you,

A "ith him,

Qe How close,

A, V"ithin spesking distance.

Qe How long 4id you cutnmlwttl him in thst poeitionm,

A. Till we got near the wools.

Ge Where did you leave him,

A, 4bout as they wore dismounting.

Qs Phere 444 they dismount,

A, Near the alge of the wools.

Qs HNear the point "C* on the map,

As Yes m-._

Ge At what point did you loave hime

Ay About the time they were dismounting.

Qe Whore,

Ae A little ways from the wooda,

Q. At the point Gfmerd fized?

" Ae Yoo sir, sbout there. I was with the commnd $111 they dismounted. There
were a few shots fired, end I was looking for my orderly. The horses had
been taken imto the woods and 1 rode out snd met Uirerd and the others,
:;: ::: o minute Oor two and rode baek into the woods and was there all

Gs Op whieh side of the line did yw ride as you went from the rford to the
timber?

A, 1 think I was to the left of Maj. ¥enos

Q¢+ Whore was he.

A, He was leading the column - sbout in the center.
Qe How far were you from hime

Ae Vithin speaking distance,

e ho was with him.

A, Lieut, Hodgeon.

Qe ¥ho sleee
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1 don't remecber any one alse.

How rapidly 44d you ride up %o the point you halted,
Sometimes loping, sometimes trotting - going fast.
Fhere did you first eateh sight of the village.
After 1 went down in the woods.

fhere did you ceteh sight of the Indisn ponies.
After 1 crossed the river,

At what point,

About helf wey down I think we saw some of them. ¥e saw a duot,but were
soon saticfied that it was Indians driving their ponies.

fere thare many or few ponies.

A go0od many.

Did you gee many Infiane at that time.

Not very meny.

Yas there much dust,

~Omns .

Mueh or little.

Guite a good deal,

¥as it not thick.

Well, yes, =0 thiek at first we could herdly tell what was moving,

¥here wore you sble to tell for the firet time that the dust wes
occasioned by driving ponies.

hoptly efter we crossed the river a minute or two or two or three minutes.

How far iato that eloud of dust could you see.

¥e could see the dust rising snd see the ponles on the gfound, 1 don't
know how fer we could see into 1%,

Then what Oiyard thought vere indicetions of the Indisns coming to meet
Haj. Reno was only the movement of ponies being driven by Indians.

I don't know, "hat I have reference o wes tha ponies 1 saw.

Girerd says befors he crossed the ford he sew Indlens coming out to meet
Yo o a.::'m he thought it necassary to send work bagk to Oen, Custer
of thet fact. You wore impressed not by the Indianc caming wp, but by
the motion of the ponies. Iz that the wey.
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Ae The first I saw was a fov Indiens berding the ponies - gathering them up.
Qe That wos alle

As Yoo sir.

Qs You 412 not see the signs Cirard speaks of, of advaneing Indians.

Ae I saw none coming up: I thought they were running away.
Qe Still thet was when half way to "“C",

A. Yes sir.

Ge ¥hat number of ponies do you think was in motion,

A, 1 should esy 1000, That is & mere gucss,

Geo How long sfter you sew the ponies 414 you cateh sight of the village.
Ae Not t1ll I went into the woods.

Ge FHow long was 1t in point of time,

Ae It wae a few minutes - I would sny 10 or 15 minutes.

Qe You saw the village and sstimsted it at sbout 1000 lodges.

Ae Yean sir,

§. That wms after the ponies had dbaen dxflvon back snd forth.

Ae They had not been driven beek und forth that I know of, They had been
driving them down the vellay.

Qe Lieut, Yallmee teatified that they eppeared to be driving them back and
forth purposely raising = cloud of dust, Would not that be Indian tacties,

A, I don't know,

Oe You knew the Indiamn custom.

Ae I had been in a few Indian l'!chn.

Ce VYas Lisut, “allace wrong vhen he seid they were trying to ruu a dust,

Le 1 domn't knows

G« After you reached that point Gdrerd has fized how lomg $11l you went into
the timber.

A, A fow minutes.
Lo Vhare was Ms . Seno at that time.

Ae 1 444 not see him. 1 suppose he wae up commending the skirmish line,
They had opemed fire then.

Qe How long efter thet ¢id you see him.
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1 saw him in the woods Just bafors he said we had to get out of there.

51::11“‘ before you left the timbor wae thet period of time you saw him

%o went right out in & fow minutes, He was on s wey then I think,
Do you know what ¥aj. deno bed been doing in the meantinme.
Yo sir,

Yo you know sbout his being over towsrds the river with a part of Co.
"G" %o dislodge some Indisns. y

Ko sirs 1 éld not see him, and 4id not know whers he wase

A1l you saw of ¥ajs Heno after deploying the skirmish line was whst you -
saw & few minuter before going out,

That was all,

That 12 ell on which you base your opinion of his conduct.

Yos sir.

How long 414 you see him at the time you speak of.

Juet & minute or two: juet ss he was getting resdy to go out,

“az he mounted.

Hs was,

“hat 414 he do aftor msking tha! remark.

Ho was riding dack and forth onee or twice: 1 heard him make the remark
we have got to get out of hers - we have got to charge them, and then he
rode off Sosards the bluffs, in the direction we came in.

In which direction,

Up stroam - out on the prairie.

There did you mext see him.

Agross the river.

Yot before.

o sir.

U4d he not halt on the edge of the timber with Capts Hoylan? D44 you see
thas.
Ko air.

helted
Did mmtﬁthowmuhpt.mnmhbm.m
ntt{?dpdthsm:ntumummuh _
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Did you not came out and see Reno and Capte len together before
thohudotthecolhwzl’: P &0

Not that I remeuber,
Are you accurnte in your recollsetion.
I am Sestifying to the best of my belief and memory.

How long after the commend sterted from the timber did you start,
A few minutes.

here d1d you overtake it.

I passed some of them, I rode to the river snd went through with some of
them aeross the river and went up on the hill with some of thems

“4d you reach the ford by the time the head of the column resched 1%,

No sir, after.

How mueh after.

A few minutes. 1 resched the ford just as She last were golng in.
fhere was Ma). Feno vhen you spoke to him next,

On the other side off the hill,

On the top.

Yeos sir.

%ith <hom was he.

There were officers sround. I dm't remesber who,

Uan you name One,

Iieut, Varpuz wes there within speaiing distance, and there might have
been others, I don't know. '

You spoke of a remark Lieut., Varnum made in regard to leaving the wounded
men. Then was it he made that end where.

Up on the hill, after we erossed,
How long dfter,

I don't think all the men had erossed yet, Uome were coming up the hill
vot.

¥as it on top of the hill.

Not right on top - betwesn tha"' river snd the 30p.
You had not reached the summit,

1 think not: it was right in that vielnity.
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To which wounded men 444 Lt. Varnum refer.
I don't know. He referred to all the wounded.
Uon't you know he ¢id not refer o the wounded men in the timber,

Ho, I don't know that. I supposed he roforred to all the wounded of
the dattalion,

¥ae that remark of Lieut, Varnum's mede before the columm under Cepte
Benteen came up,

Yes sir.
Before it vwas visible to the -command,
I don't think we had seen it yet,

In point of fact wes not the remerk of Lieut, Vermm made sfter the colusn

under Capte, Bemtesn wee in sight, and made to prevent the men from moving
in the direction of that columm,

No sir, I don't thirk Cept. Benteen's columm wee in sight, The tendency
of the men after they crossed wes to keep on rumning and Lieut, Varnum
tried to halt them.

“id not Lieut, Varnum's remerk apply to the wounded men om the hill, =nd
not to the men in the timder,

1 don't knows I thought it epplied %o ell. He seid "For God's sake mem,
don't run, we have got to go back end get our wounded nzen end officers.”

fie sald nothing about over the river.
I think not, Fe seid "Jo back",

You think the remark would not apply to the men on the hill-top, but %o '
those ac¢ross the river.

1 supposed it applied to the men left beck.

After you got on the hill=top there wers seversl wounded wen to cldm yow
care.

Yes sir.
How long were you in teking cere of them?

1 don't know ~ & very short time. Seen or 8 fell off their horses; some
were wounded badly, snd some mot so serious, I bendaged them up pretty
quick.

Did you have time to observe the movements and behavior of Maj. Heno during
that tllﬂo

¥hile attending to the wounded I 4id mot notice him.
Might he not then have been giving directions without your knowing it.

He might. m
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Ge Did you see or hear him sond Lisut, Hare beck to hurry up the gmeck trein,
A' IO .bl

Qs P4d you see him send Lieut, Hare with an oréer %o c.;}t. Tier to move down
the river.

As No sir,

Qe You speak of not seeing him on the night of the 25th except on one occasion.
¥here were you,

A, 1 was sttending the wounded men in & hospital we had.

Q. How often d1d you see him, if at all, on the night of the 25th,

A, 1 think I saw him that evening onces

Qs No mors then once.

A. That is all I remember: I might have seen u- nores

Q. You vere ettending to the wounded in hospital.

A Yos sir,

Ge DO you remember sesing Maj. Heno seversl times at the hospital.

Ae I don't remember his coming st ell.

Qe Are you sure he did not.

As Do sir, )

Ge ‘here wers you when Capt. "ier moved in the direetion of “3",

Ae 1 was right there in the vieinity, I don't know where. I went into s .
ravine to see Dr. DeWolf, and get his pocket-book and some things he hed
on his person, He was killed there, 1 was thore a few minutes, I
think Capte Wier wes moving ou$ then or coming beeck: I don't remember
much ‘about it.

Qe Did you see the point which the company of Cept. Wier resched, ;

A. I don't kuow whether I saw him st the farthest point or not. My opinion
is he went out half = mile or e nile,

G. pe you sure he did not go farther.
A. No. He might have gone 2 or 3 miles, -

G, Were you slways so cool during thet engogement thet you couléd observe
metters that were being done on all sides.

A. I don't suppose I eould teke in everything.
Us Were you ¢ool during the entire fight in the timber.

A, 1 wes moderetely cool. I expect I wep & 1little excited - most all were.
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de Were you not so exeited thet you eould not see snd properly estimate
many things thet were being done,

& X dm'tmwjﬁa-tn-mmﬂturth way. 1 was ndt so
flurried as that,

Qe “1d you ever say you wers so rightened or baély scered that youd i not
860 & great many things.

4« I heve said when I wae on the run I was frightened. ¥hen ] Dund I wae
alone I let my horse go, and 1 was frightened.

Qe P18 you ever sey you were frightened during any other part of that two
dey's battle,

Ae I Ohink T Nove: I hsow I s

i Fave you not said you were so badly frightened you wers unabls to see mery
things.

A, I don'"¢ know that I have.

Gs Have you not used worde that bear about the same mesning,

Ae 1 don't kuow thet I have, I have slwaye said I wae frightened.

Qs Have you made a memark to Lieut. Maguire in nim.nuo like the question I
have asked you; sbout being s0 badly seared or frightened that you did
not attend very much to what =as poins on around you.

Ao I perhaps seid I wes pretiy badly frightened going out of the woods to
the river. i

Qs Do you kiow whether you did or not.

he 1 do not. I know I said s0 to many persons in Salking about it.

e Fgs that the only point at shich rou confessed to being frightened.

4. No eir. 1 was probably some frightened on the hill,

Ue lere you, not being s militar  men, so bedly frightened et pointe during
those different engegements that you did mot fully observe what wes being
done by Kaje Heno and meny other officers. ’

he ¥o eir: I observed everything thet was gdirg on thet csme undefmy obserw~
tion. : ]

Qe You do mot think your judguent was obseured by your feers in respect to
those mattiers. -

A ¥o sir, I don't think it was.

Ge '"here was Capt, Moylen when the commsnd moved buek from the timber to the
river.

A, I don't know: I don't remember heving seen him,

L« Uhere was the wounded man you gave it‘unuu 0.
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In the woods, = little wayse from the edge.
In what directiom,

fowards the villuge = domn stresm » little.

"ho wae he,

I don't know,

How long were you with hime

A feov Mu.

Y48 you rind him or wes your sttention cmlled $o him.
My sttention wes called to him,

“here wars you with reapect to the wounded man when you hesrd ke jor Hemo
say he was going to get out of the tinmber.

I was right nesr him, Jy ettention wee called to him st the time; he
was in $hot vicinity.

How long wee it after you entered the timber.
A few minutes,
“ere you in the rear of the column when you started serocs the river,

Yes air, They sere all leoving the wools and I thought I was sbout the
last one, but there msy have bee: mor: thet 1 d4id not see.

How mueh of the colum: had crossed the river when you reeched it,
I don't know: part hade
Mueh or little.

I don't know; some wers coross asnd some wer:s behind, fome came eeross
after 1 did,

“as the greater pert aeross before you got to the river,
I don't know whether it wes or not.
If you had $o select s crossing for that commend, heving in view sll the

eireumstences under wiieh they were placed, could you heve found n better
plaes then that st which the commend 4id eross,

It was » good croseing. :
Wae 1% not the very best that could be found under the eireunstences.

1 gueas it was the best in that vieinity.

#het mwiber of Indlans, if any, do you place betwesn "A" where the columm
:unod going to the tinm ané the column itself on its way back to the

river.

They were mixzed up with the troops to the right end rear so thet I cen't

tell, I think there ware tw0 or th“ul.
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ire you sceurste in your estimete of the number of Indisns in front of
the eikiraish line ot the time it was deployed.

No sir, 1t 1s sn opinion: 1t sesmed sbout that many.

Do you sccurately rix the number of Indisns in frout of the commend at the
time it went in the timber,

1 don't sccurately fix “hem st eny time,

“het 1s your best Judgment of the nurber of Indians in front of the conmend
about the time it prepared to leave the timber.

1 don't know I ¢1d sot ses them.

Have you any judgment to give ebous that,

Bo sire I suppise the Indians fighting them e=me out around them vhen
they came out. I should say there ware 200 or 300 fighting them when I
came cut.

Do you remember the length of time the horses had been in motion from the
time they started on that sxpeditiam: say from the 22nd of Jume, till you
grossed that ford,

I kow pretty near how meny niles were made sach day,

Have you heard the statements of othor witnesses on t)at subjeect,

1 expeet I have,

loas your recosllection sgree with theirs,

Yes oir, sbout the sane.

About whet is the total,

1 should ssy about 100 miles.

%as the eserecter of the counsry even or rough.

Up the Rosebud it wae in the valley & ¢0od deel of the wey: we went over
soms .rough ground.

igs the grezing good or bad,
Iratty fair.
Yor the entire commend, or just your-own horse.

I wes looking out for my own horse. I would take him out soms distenece
to get good grezinge

You hsd better opyortunities to greze your horse them the horses of the
eolumn, A

Yos sir, I looked out for hin myself and others d4id mot perhapa.

Do ym know whether {msediately before tiat commsnd started on thst expedi-
tion Mejor Meno had six companies of the 7th Cavelyy om & scout up the
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Yes sir, I was with him on thet trip, -

How lomg did 1t last,

1 don't remamber - seversl deyas,

How long after he returned till the commend started on this expedition,
I don't remauber that,

fam 1% more then & duy,

Ky impression is it wes & day or two: I can't tell. Ve cume hulhy
in camp a short time. :

ihoee horses you think wers fresh,

1 think they were in good condition for eavelry horses. I heve seen times

vhen horsees would play out in & dey or two, 7These were im pretty good
order,

Cuestions by the Hegorder.

You have atated in your exsmination by Haj. Heno something adout s cherge
down stream - deseribe whati that was,

Yo wore riding down thore to meet the Indiens: he was not charging eny
body in particulsr mors thsn we were riding towarde the Indians, expectimg
to charge them.

g you mean a charge or that the men were riding fast.

They ware riding dom to meet the Indisns,

At the time the commsnd was helted, was it opposed at that instant by any
forecs of Indians, .

Fo sirt o few shots were fired jJust them.
Jid you gee sny lnduiu in the timber vhere ¥aj. feno's commmnd was placed,
Yo sir,

fias there any firing in the timber? "het 1 mesn 1s was there sny firing
as if from some one in the timber.

Ko, it seemed to come from outside of the timber.

Cgate 1f Majs Heno saw thet wounded men ther & in the timber,

1 don't know whether he did or mot.

vare you sttending to the wounded man or not vhen laj, Remo spoks tO yous

i wae just prepering to. He 41d not spesk $0 mes I hesrd him make the
remarke

State whether or pot any wen were left in the woods, ftate from sny sube
mtmmtmtommm 1 mean live men - scouts or

othars,. ”
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Ae 1 @14 not know 1t et the time. I 4id not suppose there were sny.

Qe You have stated that you were under = certain smount of excitement there
end in the woode, Ctate what occasions’ that excilement.

-

As 1 waa not particularly exeited $111 I came out of the wools end saw that
1 wes in o pretty bed fix. 1 412 mot want to go beck =nd there were
Intians between me and the camsnd, and seemed to be driving the troops,
and 1 4id not know where they were going. Things looked sesry, snd 1 was

frightened, and I put spurs to my horse and let him go, and made pretty
good time,

Cs ¥1d you see the Indien village move away on the 26th. ¥ee your at-tuuu
attracted %o it, if so by whom,

A. Yes sir, sbout 4 o'clock in the aftermoon of the 20th the firing cessed
altogether., Before that it had got less and less. A short time af'er it
consed 1 ocould see the Indians moving eway. :

Qe Deseribe that movement - the length and width of the woving Indisns, the
length of time it wee pessing, end state from any faets your estimste of
the number of Indiane  in the moving eolumm,

A. There was & large body of Indicns and poniess It seemed to be o mile or
two longs I judge there wers two or three thousand, may be four or five
thousend Indiens, men, women and childrens

Qe Y44 the whole camp move out st that tine,

Ae Ye# siry, 1 believe it did,

Ce How wide did that moving mess seen to bes

As They stretched out from 4 or 5 wide %o probadly s sixteenth or s gquarter
of a wile or wider.

0, Hos fer was 1t sway whes you saw it.
Ae Two or thres miles 1 judge.
Gueations by iajor Bcuo;.
G. Are you mecustomed to estimeting the mumber of men inm & body,
Le No sir, That estimate iz my opinion = puess worke

¢, What wers the figures you gave ss representing the number of persons
moving out,

As 1nu.m1thm-5u-&.wthoronmzhnnbm?uatmﬂ.

G If there wer: several thousand what number of fighting men would there
have been.

4, I don't krow: I understend a buck represents sbout 3 persons.

L« Then seversl thougund would repr-sent ~bout 500 bucks - that would not de
wery formideble array.

A. They proved pretty foraidable to use

h\ Vol, 1, p.208 'm



Qe
Ae

Qe

Ao
Qe

As

Lo

he

_ ¥ol, 1, ’_Q_m T i

How far vere they ewsy when moving out.

2 or 3 miles,

Y14 you report to Maj. Heno the wounied men loft in the woods.
I don't think I did,

¥as 1% not your duty to do so.

1 don't know thet 1t was, I think he knew it se well as I did., If it
wos ny duty I negleeted 4t.

£
Are you sure he saw that mem. \ ’ M

1.9
e

Xo eir. But everyboldy kmew there were officers sné men killed duﬂlﬁ o
thet stampede. Reilnew 1t sz well as I did,
The witness then retired.

Cepts Me Moylen, 7th Cav. a witness called by the Recorier, and being

first duly sworn, to testify the truth, the whole truth and nothing but the
truth, testified as follows:

Cuestions by the Hecorder.
Htate your neme, renk, regiment snd whers gerving?

My name ie¢ M, Moylam. I am eaptein in the 7th esvelry, and am stationed at
Fort A, Lineoln, department of Dskota,

Uhat duty were you om, on the 2 Uth and £6th of June 1876 where and with
what ommend?

I wes in command of eompany A, 7th eavalry, which constituted a portion of
the c¢amion? under Gen. Custer on the 20th end 26%h of June, 1876, I was
serving in the department of Dakote, im the vicinity of the Yoellow stone
and the ILittle Big Horm rivers.

Of shet troops 416 Gsn, Custer's command coneist on the worning of June 857

The twelve compenies of the 7th envalry. |
In vhat eapnelty wes Maj, Rono serving st that time with the command?

He wes major of the 7th eavelry, end he wee gorving in that capacity with
the regiment on that expadition. :

ctante what bettalios orgenizations were made on the morning of the 25th
of June, at vhet time, and by whoce order? )

Ko perticuler designations. The orders shich I received notifying me thet
I 1:: beon seeigned to Maj, Heno's battalion were simply memorsndum orders,
which would show that three compenics had been sssigned to him en his

bettalion, The companies were i, G snd Me

8 : kmew at the time, or as i% appeared to you aftervard, what
o:‘:::.: 3::. pleced in em;d of these different battalions, amnd how

many there were?
1 kmow nothing rersonally of 1% myself, I aftorward eseortoined thet Kaj.




Reno had » battalion, Cept. Penteen hsd one, Cept. Keogh had one, and Cept.
¥ates had one. Wach of these battelions J have named comsisted of three
companies, except Cept. Yates', which was tvo companies. Capte MeDougell
being sbeent with the pack train sceounted for the other eompanys

Ce How many compenies wers there in Maj. Reno's battelion?
Ao Three.

e Previous to this battalion desigmtion stote whether the commond halted
and made coffee at the early dawn of that morming. If so, how long 448
it balt, snd whet orders were given, if any, and by whom at that time?

Ae On the night of the Mth.--";eh'm mode & night march lesving camp alouwt
11 o'elock on the Hosebud river, or creek, snd merched sbout two and &
half hours, end they were bivouscked there without unsaddling, snm orders
were given for the men t0 1lis down end sleap if possible, and puards
posted, I suppose, and if poseible to have coffee made for the wsen in the
morning if watsr could be foumd, It wos supposed we were on thadry
fork. It was one of the streams tributary to the Z“omebud,

s ¥hose order wua this?
As It was drought to me by one of COen. Custer's staff officers,

. How long did the cammmnd reusin there before leaving, asnd by whose oxder
d1d 1t move?

ie It remmined there until somewhere about 8 o'elock, and then it moved fore
warde 3y whose order I don't know.

G+ Now deseribe the character of the country marched over on the line of
march up to the next halt, and state what distance?

A, The country was rolling, ’he country mavched through was the velley of
this dry fork that we had bivouacked on, and on either side, st a distance
of half a mile in same »laces to @ mile end » helf in others, were high,
broken hills.

"« Did the commend helt in moving up thet stresm aftersard before reaching
the summmit or divide?

A, It helted, I should ssy, sbout halfepast 10. I% may have been 1l o'clock.
I don't remember the time. I don't know thet I know the time, I don't

give that time as definite.

About that time whet indieations vere thare of proximity to hostile
Indisns se far ss brought to your knowledge?

A, There was & very fresh tr-il visible: a trail thet had evidently bean sede
but e dey or two previous, and whils ut this eecond halt ot the foot hr .
the divide, between the Littls 5ig Forn snd the Hogsebud u sergesnt of
one of the companies roturaed om the trail somo miles ~ I dm't know moty )
how far = for the purpose of racovering, if possibls, eome elothing of v
bis that had been loat from o pscke-mule the night before. He had gone
back several miles I presums, and on going over one of those knolls, over
which the comsapd hed marched he saw two or three Indiene some four or
tive hunéred yarde in front of him, one of them sitting u-_hlturhal
bread exsmining the contents of o beg, the contenta of which I don't kunow,

v 0 W y
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He thought th t his duty was %o return at once to the command and report
i%, and he 214 s0s After he roturnsd he reported the matter to Capte
Yates, the esptain of his compeny, and Capt. Yates talked the metter over
with Capts Keogh, and Capt. Keogh hunted up Col. Cook for the purpose of
notifying him, in order that Gen. Custer might de informed. Uen. Custer
at thet tise, I wee informed, was some dietonce shesd at & point of the

.aiﬁdo from which these Indien poniee wore visidle.

At what point of the mereh wes it timt any seperation was mede of any
part of the men from the other part?

The seporntion waes mede with the orgonizetion of the battalions., That
was probably » mile or n mile and & helf the other eide of this divide
which separated the Littls 54; Horn and the Hosebud, That must have been
halfepast 12, 1 don't know definitely me to the time.

Whnt part of the comeand first started or pulled off from there?
Capt. Benteen's battalion.

#hat wa the direction of the iine of merch of Capt. Bonteen as compared
with the 1line of mareh of Ce:., Custer snd Ma/. Reno o0 far as you knew at
the time?

I vary soon lost sight of hims 4t times he would sppear eagain - the country
is very much brokenm -~ onl he sppeared und disszpoarsd from time to time.

State st whet the divergenes from the columm Qen. Custer was.

Ha=went off at almost o right angle. I think our course was almost due
north, and hies would probebly vary s little rorth of west, -

“gute whon it wes thot the commendpulled ahesd of the packetpaiz, if at all,

I think 1t was st thet time. The pecketrain wes loft behind st that time,
1 think nesr the divide. Thet is my opinions I don't know anyPhing
shout it.

Where was Maj. Feno's sejarstion, so thut it seemingly made & distinet
organization?

About thet same time thet Copt, Senteen’s battalion pulled otit of the
ecolumn,

Now begin st the point of lisj. Heno's sepsretion from the column of Gens
Custer, and go on and deseribe in deteil the movements of the columms eo
far se you know, with reference to oach other, up to the time thet Naj.
Reno's edumm: finally separated from thst of Jen. Custer, givig the
nature of the ground, otec. .

¥ w ninutes probebly after the organization of the bettaliona,
C::::nn:ntt:onﬁ eolwn’; pulled out to the left; Haj. feno's head of column
diverged n very little to the left, end Gen, Custer's o very little
probably to the right, but the hesds of Gen. Cueter's column and Maje
Reno's column were nearly on a lins, end they traveled in that menner
seversl miles, sometimes being one hundred snd fifty or two hundred yaris
apurt; et other times four or five hunired yards apert, ihe country was
rolling snd droken there so that no regular intarval could be preserved.
They continued in thet manner until they resched the point where a coupls
of sbendoned Indian lodges wers dinﬂg._d. Upon reaching these, ue I




aftervard understood, Mej. Reno wes sent for by Gen. Custer, and received

orders 1o move forward with his battalion, es the Indisns wore muppossd
to be & few miles mhead end ratreating,

‘e Gtate if you know what orders were given %o Ma jo Heno by Cen. Custer or
his ad Jutsnte at that time = whethor eny further orders were given to ¥al
Reno by Gens Custer or his ed jutent,

Ae 1 know nothing about (%, axeepting by hearsay,

Ge MNow go on and state what trenspired wit reference to Moj. Reno am Ms
command from thie plece of final separstion where the tepeen wers, Jtate
what orders, if any, were given by knj. Heno to nie commend; whet
etreans were crossed; the engagemente that ensued; in short, everything
relating to the movemente of thet commeni, the orders snd irnstructions
given by him, end his conduct, or that of his men, 20 far as these mestters
came within your personal knowledge on that dsy and the day following.

Ae After Maj. Reno's battalion had moved forward or sepsreted from Gen.
Custer's kolumm the commend "Trotl™ wes siven. Hie battalion took the
trot and moved forward in column of fours down the valley of this tribu-
tary to the Little Big Hora for same three or three and a half miles,
reaching the Little Big Horn end crossing it. 4 elight peuse was thare
made %0 allow the companies to close up sfter crossing tha stresm, ¥hen
all were closed up they moved forward sgain at & trot, the head of the
column moving at & very fast trot, so that the two rear companies were
galloping. They moved probabkly a thim of » mile, when ths compenies were
formed in line, before the crossing was made, on & listle high ground
o that side of the river. in immense cloud of dust was seen down the
valley, end a little opening in it occasionelly whare wa could ses figures
moving through it, After the line was formed the commend moved agein in
line, and the dust seemed to recede before the comsmnd until it passed
over probably & mile furthe; whea it stopped. Then we eould see Indians
coming out of thie dust mounted, They wire s0 mumerous that 1 suppoee
Ma jo Reno thought it was mors foree than he could probably sttack mounted;
consecusntly he dismounted his caamand, A% thet time his command had
reached this point of timber, and the commmsnd was given 0 halt and die-
mount to fight on foot. The compauies were dismounteé and the horse-
holders ordered to take the horses into the timber for their better pro-
tection, end the dismounted portion of the compenies deployed se skire
mishors, compeny O on the right, my compuny to the centre, and N eo peny
on the left. In about ten minutes sfter I undersiood thet kaj, fam got
information thet the Indians were turning his right - that is, coming up
the left bank of tha river, endé threatening his horees. The grester portion
of G gompany wee withdrswn from the line end taken into the woods, so that
it left en opon space between the right of my company end the timder,

I extended in on the right in order to cover that., Ve remained there
thirty minutes or longer = probably twenty-Five or thirty minutes; and
during this time there bed been very hesvy firing golng omj in faet, the
firing hed comusnoed on the part of the Indiane before we dismounted. Ve
fired from our side, however, some, but sfter the skimmish line hed '.ﬂ
deployed the firing was quite hesvy on both sides; in fact, very heevy.
The Indiane seemed to be withdrewing slightly from our fromt, and passing
around the loft flank of the line, some passing tetween the foot hills
and s:me beyond the foot hille, MNajs Hemo @t thet time was in the bottom
superintending the movemeut of U compeny thet he maum down there.
Fearing thet these Indisne werc turning the left of “is line snd would
¢loss in from the left a0 as $0 necessarily cause a change of front om a
portion of the front of the line, at least, 1 went to the edge of the
hill snd eelled to him to come up %hrf and look at the situstion of
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effeirs himeelf, 20 that he might see how the thing was @inge He cems
in there ené took 1n the aitustion sndordersd the 1ine 30 be ¥ithirewn.
That movement wae executed on the part of my company by e flank movement
to the right, and the seme movementom the pert of M company, About half
of ¥ company had to face 0 the left mgain in order to chenge front ia
the dircetion of the hills, me this sttack woe being made from that diree
tion by Indians closing at the time theline wes being withdrawn, Tis
order sus then given to mount uwp the ecampenies, The companies were mounted
up, =nd, being uneble to form in eny order in the timber, I geve my men
ordera to mount up as vapldly ae poesidle individuslly, snéd move wp
out of the timber in order thet they might be formed out there. When
about oneehalf of ny compsny wes mounted up I went up out of the Himber md
formad the men in colum: of fours ns they came up, M compeny cmme up very
soon after and forned on my left at an intervel of fifteen or twenty
uardse C compeny, as I unferstood, @id not mount quite =0 soon as 414
not get up quite 8o s00n as the other two companies, but they were in the
columnn hefore it resched the river. During the time the componies were
being formed Maj. Reno wes there on his horse overlooking the formation
of the compenies. He asked me ar to my opinion ss to the point we had
better retreat to, ns it beesme evident to him that our movement would de
antirely on the defensive, It must necessarily be, owing to the fores of
Indians then in sight end eaming downs I have almoet forgotten shat reply
I made, bdut at any rate ke decigneted a point aeross the river at some high
hills where we would go to and establish ourselves there, if possibdle,
and aweit farther developments., I don't know what his intentiona were,
In & fow moments he guve the oxder to move forward, snd the commend moved
forward et a trot and then at s gallop. After the comand was in motion
at the gallop the hesds of the companies were almost on & line; the _
Indians closed in very close on the outer flsnk, and on the inmer flank
toward the timber « ve-y cloce also, as there were a number of Indians in
the timber; 4n fsct, I know thers were e great many Indiens in there.
¥hile the men were mounting up one Of my men was wounded just sfter
mounting his horse, by & shot fired by an Indian who was betwees us and
the river, in the woods, About half the distence from where we storted
for the river %0 the river, 1 dropped from the head of my company down %0
a point sbout the middle of the compsny, and I found the rear of my
company wee very much broken up, es fhe shooting into it wes very severe.
4 good many men hed been wounded, snd some killed, whila the compsny wee
in motion. I rode inm thot position uatil the head of the company rosched
the river. Yhen I mached the river myself 1 found the river full of
horses and men, There was no regular ford there whuore they sttempted to
orogs., They simply moved on the trall and into the river, and @t on %o
the other side., After reaching the other side, under cover of a bank
that projected in tosard the river there, we passed around it to the other
side. I stopped &t the hesd of my people, an? trie’ to get them togethen
and found thers wer & good meny missings There vere some mine or ten men
thnt hed been his, snd some four had deen killed or were missing. 1
think T had five or eix wounded men therss ifter we gathered them to-
gother »e rode up to the top of the hill snd d fsmounted there, snd I :
turned my attention to getting my wounded men together cni csring for them,
i fter resching the ton of the hill end the comusnd was dismounted, I got
my wounded men together = five - anl hed Ur, Forter come thor: snd attend
to them, and 1l thet; and after doing thu: I heard ;oi:uw a:m“t::n
rosching. I didn't pey much e on ’
:;;:-galuﬁ :l:‘;:::, 5:2 Bar.t:::'a comoand, as 1 aftersard nscertsined.
Of oourse I supposed thet from the direction in which the colunn wes coming-
coming down the right bavk of the stream.s In a feov noments he came up
with his three compeniss, In & half or three qu:rters of sn hour sfterward
the packetrein came up. I #av Capt. Yeir's compeny move out end move domn
the stpeam; that is, dom the pluffs in the direction in which the stresm
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wae running. I don't know by whose orders or the intemtion of it, Soom
affer the ;ack-troin ceme up, the order wes givenm for the men %0 be
supplied with ssounition =« those who needed it = end 0 prepere themselves
ot once to move forward, In order to get my company ready to go on with
the commend, I stripped soms of the horses of their blsskets for the pur=
pose of eurrying my wounded wen, it taxing neerly sll the nen I had left to
carry those wounded men. ZThere were five of them, and it took fowr men

to sach blsnket. The other men wers lesding the horses, After sverythim
wes in reediness, the comeand moved forwsrd, 1 sttempted to follow with

- those wounded men of mine, but 1 progressed so slowly that I sent forward

a messenger t0 “aj. feno to tell him I was falling very much behind, snd I
thought it necessary that some men of the resr guard, or ome of the other
companies, be sent back to my asaistence, to sssist me in carrying the
wounded men forvard, Coon efter the nan sturted I myself mounted my
horse and rode forward. 1 reached first Capt. Melougal's ocemsnd, I spoke
%o him, and he deteched one half of his compeny, end ordered them to remain
with my compeny as long ns I needed them, Ueeing that done, I rd e for-
ward to inform Hajs Heno what had taken plece. I found him, He was with
the head of the column, and he infomsed me it would hardly be meceasery
for me %o move any furthor in that direction, as he thought the whole
comuond would have to go bnok, se from gppearances he woe under the im-
pression that the whols force of Indians wes in front of Capt. Weir's
company, which was then dimmounted and firing et thems with that 1 re-
turned end helted my eompany until the other portion of the command had
roaturned t0 us. ! point was selected near the place where we oume %0

the top of the hill the first time, There the companios were sasipgned
different positions, The animals were ell put immedictely in front, and
where the animels were put oy compeny was placed in position. The

wounded men weres taker into & corral or barriceds thet was made bohind the
position of ny company and among the animela. Ue hed beon there bdut a
vory short time vhen thas sction comenced on the pert of the Indians, very
heavily all slong our lines I sew but very 1ittle of the fighting that
#as being done by Capte. Weir's compeny or any other company engaged in it
during the movement of the front dosn the streams The Indisns continued
the setion until after dark, In the morning, somewhere in the vicinity
of 5 o'clock, the thing opemed sgein and continued until sbout the =middle

of the afternoon,

Iz 5 o'elock about daylight in that latitude at that time of the mrr

%ell, betneen © and @ o'clock war sbout deylipght.

Deseribe the avents of the Léth = ths firing, the nature or severity of
the sttack, and the casualties es for as you knew, and 80 forth,

The attack was very heavy on the right of the line held by Capt. Benteen.
¥y company wae moxt, and I think Cept. Feir's compeny next to me on my
1aft. 1 was separuted some little distance from him by a kmoll that pro-
jectod out thers, In fmet, my coupsny wae in & velley thal was formed by
two knolls, one of which wae oecupied by Capte Benteen's coupsuy and the
other one on sy left by Copte. Weir's company, 80 & hud no opportunity
during the 26th to see an:thing, but Oayt. Benteen's ok on thet flank
was very hesvy; in faet, so heevy that some men hed %0 be withirewa from
my front to mssist him = t0 strengthen hie lines %he firing was very
heavy. Any movement on the part of soybody there was atiended by great
danger; thet is, any movement thet would expose hias person at sll, or any
portion of it, There waa & great desl of shooting done immedistely over
my line for the reason thet the animale wers all exjyosed there, and I
suppose it was the object of th- Indiens, 1f they could not kill the mem,
to kill the snimels, which they succesded in doing to n very grent sxtont.
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During the night of tho 25%h, however, after the firing had cessed, by
direction of Maj. Heno the companies commenced to forsify themselves in
this position. He guve oxders thet the dead snimels, whore they coudd

be used, should be pulled out from smong the herd and put in position md
covered over with earth and so on, in order to establishithe 1ine. The
most Of thet was done in front of my campeny by my company. ¥e took the
dead animnls and pulled them out snd put them on the line end put meks @
them end covered them over with sarth as well as weo could with the im-
plements we had, Ve had only two or three spades in the command, With
my ecompany we were occuplied sll night in throwing up these works; so
that during the 26th the casualties were very light. I hed tw men wunded
in my company. In Capt, Benteen's compeny I understood the loss was very
heavy = some twenty odd nen wounded snd two men killed, The losa in the
other companies I know very little sbout. I suppose 'l hesrd th: number
of killed sand wounded, but I have forgotten.

Ce JFrom the fire of the Indiens after you had gotten into position of the
25th, state sbout how many Indisns you would judge fired into the command
snd kept up that fire?

A+ Trom that position on the hill the attacking force was not at all times
vieidla, They had so much cover; but from the nature of the firing, in
my opinion, there were not less thanuoine hundred to a thousand Indians in
the attack thers at sll times; and in fuet Jduring the dey of the E0th the
Indisns were visible from some portions of th: line, especislly that
portion occupied by Capte Benteen's compeny. Indians wers viesible coming
out fros the village, snd relieving those on the lines, on one a two
oceassions during the day, 50 we supposed they had regulsr reliefe. I
don't think there conld have been less then nine hundred or sbout a thousand
Indisns there from the length of the line which they had. Looking =t it :
from behind our works, the country looked as though there was nothing
there, but if n man siowed hie head he would very soon find that there was
something there,

Ce Pyom the firing you should judge the command wes surrounied by a thousand
Indians?

A« . I have no doudt thore wore at least a thousand Indians on thet 1ine,

7o You base your opinion in regsrd to that matter om the nature of the firig
end what olse?

A« Yes, oir; on the meture of the firing. I heve no other means of eati-
mating it. The Indians were concealed ell the time, and the “en, 1f they
d1d shoot, had to shoot in the direetion of the puff of amoke. There wes
no object to shoot et} the grass wes long at that time and of course it
concesled them, Not only that, but they had throwm up works themselves,
and sevarsl of those works could be seen.

te Deseride ths position of these Indisns with reference W iajs Reno's
command; whether they were i a position %o give it, not only s front fire,
but a converging fire.

i. Their line extended from opposite to the front of Capt. Benteen's companys
The Indisns et that portion of the lire could not enfilade eny b her por-
tion of the line, becsuse his portiom of the line was higher then sny of
the others, but at the left of his compsny sné the right of mine the ground
oceupied by us was lower, and, as i1t exteonded sround to the right of the
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Indians and our left, there the position occu

pled by the Indiens at
seversl points was higher then thet of surs, and so they had an enfiladim
fire on our lue. I know that seversl men on our line wer: wamnded =

not men of my ‘compeny, but men detailed with the packetrsin the day before-
from the fire eoming from aluost cur extreme 1mf ety

Whet would you estimate the lemgth of that line of Indisns extending
around « extending from the Indians' right oppo t arount to
their left opposite your right? " R

1 think 1t was fron two 0 two and & helf miles around, Of course the

shooting wis et very long range, ly men were shooting ut = renge of
eight hundred yerdis, ™

How pear did the Indlens approach the commané in its position on the hill
and in what foree?

The only evidencés that I saw myself wers those of the Indisns thet approe
ached Col. Benteen's line, I saw u dend Indien very close to his line.
They came up there within fifteen or twenty yerds, There were considersble
many of them. There was a sufficient nusber ofthem to warrant their
attempting t0 turn that end of the line.

You may mu._ then, did they suceceed?
"¥ell, they didm't.”

fgate, if you koow, where was Maj., Reno's own column when it wae first
discovered by the Indians, und what, in your mind, were the evidences of
the discovery? ' !

1 have no doubt but that laj. Heno's commsnd wee discovered before it
crossed the Little Big Horn, The valley wes lower tham the place where
wo orossed, It is broken by revines, b4t in & msnner level. 3ut in
coming dosm to the river it was much higher, and 1if they didn't see the
comman! they sew tho dust, and knew what 1t meant,

inen they discovered that he had crossed the river with his colwmm, do you
think they diescovered it es soon ms he crossed, or at the time he emerged
from the timber near the crossing?

I think they discoversd hie movement befor:, ané kmew very well that be
erossed there, as that was & regular ford, I think they were perfectly
satisfied on thet head = thet he war erossings. I don't kmow whether
Custer's colum: followsd in the rear of Heno's columan., I didn't look
beer to find out whet wus in the rear at alls The only thing I know is
by hearsuy, and thet in thet Naj. Feno was 1o be suported by Gen, Custer,
in his attack. That Maj. Seno’s mdjutant told mes The distance from
where Naj. Heno pulled out, to the erossing, 1 think was three to three
and & helf miles. 1n going there, there was no rarticuler troils Therve
ves o fresk Indisn treil that hed been msde » few days befors, but mo old
established trsil, It took the command to resch the erossing, from the
time it pulled shesd, sbous twemty or twemiy-five mimutes. It ia pretty

hard to fix those things.

itate whether before you crossed the river thers at that place you ob-
served any movement of Indieme coming up the river on the left dank, ss
if t0 moet le j. Meno's camend, if so, in whet pumber?

L4
No, sir; 1 did mot. 846



Le

Ae

Ae

..< .

hLe

Ge

A

Le

Le

Ao

e

Ae

Were you in a position to see snything of thet kind if there had been
eny consideredble force coming up?

If they had been out in the valley coming u: I would have sesn them. Of
course they could have come up under cover of the timber without our
being sble to discover them until we got closer to them.

Ctate where 1t was thet you sew the Indisne advaneing %o meot Maj, Reno's
command. 1 refer to the time before his command was halted, Otate
where 1t was that thet faot became evident, if it did become evid ents

I was in the vieinity of this point of timber at which Maj. Reno's skir-
migh line wee formed, dismounted, How fer from there, or how close to

207485 I don't know, but it wes in the vieinity of that place. Maje

Reno's command, at the time the Indienms turned bmok on him, was within
five or six hundired ynrds of this point of timber. The Indisns were at
the point of timber, and as he continued his Torward movement and got near
this point of timber the Indisns dropped baek. '

“hat sas the distanece seross the bottom from where Reno ero sed the river
to where the skirmish line was deployed, and state what gnit they marched
over at?

That distance wes sbout = mile and a half end we marched over it st a
gallop. 1 suppose.it was rive minutes. It may have bdesn ten minutes for
that matter -~ ten or fifteen minutes, I don't know the sxsct time.

“tste how neer to Maj. Reuo's commend were the hostile Indiane whem he
halted 1t, and deployed it; I don't mean one oF two Indians, but I mean
any bodies of Indlsns, say n squads from four & ten.

I thirk there was & sufficient number of Indiens at the time, - they
were within five hundred yards of him, = to warrent him in halting snd
dismounting, I think the Indiens were lees than Tive hundred yerds dis-
tante They must have deen anywhere from two to three or four hundred
yards distant,

All within four hundred yurds?
o, sir; thet is not ny answers

Teke the given body of Indians; some would be nsarer and some further
off, Deseride thet body, and meke your own answer $o that question, You
msy state whether there was & thousand right bsck of these.

I think there were sbout four hundred Indisne within five hundred yards
of him at the time., That wee %o the beet of uy judgment froo watohing
their movements there. The sidrmich line advenced about a hundred yerds
after they were deployed, The advance wae an entirely ceparete movement
from the deployment, The companies vare deployed and then moved forward,
The engagensnt bagan befors ths deployment was completeds The Tiring on

‘the part of the Indisme hed begun some littls time before the commend was

halted - probably & few minutes before.

¥hat were tho: cssualtiss from this tiro of the Indians up 1o the time the
command hac besn deployed as skirmishers, 1f any?

None thet I know ofe

217
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What was the severity of the fire from the Indiams up to that time?

Well, the fire fran the Indians were seattering, as the fire came from
the scatiering Indiana thet were im fromt of their main body. The men
of the commsnd commenced firing in this way: A comreny would deploy amd
then they would commomee firing. The Indian scouts with the command
had commenced firing before that time; in faet I don't know but they
commenced firine es soon as we erossed the river. It was rretty long
range, The firing onm the part of the majority of -ur men was very well
regulated. With some of the mem it was not so regulasted, end it was
impossible for em officer to regulate it, owing to the mem being new in
the service, and not under rire before. On the part of those new men it
was somewhat wild and ot random.

State, if you Imow, how far it wes from where the right of ¥aj., Heno's
skirmish line rested when first deployed to the river, and was the ground
to the right of the line towerd the river timbered or open?

The distanee from the risht of the line to the river was probably two
hundred yards, end perhaps not over a hundred and fifty. I have never
passed over that ground, From the right of the line toward the river,
probably the first thirty yards of 1t was timbered; the belanece of it,
thers was a tree here and there, with seattering underbdbrush. In the -
tizber was some heavy und rgrowth.

Deseridbe the width of that tisber up stream from where the right of his
line rested where it was deployed, Stats whether the timber narrowed or
whether it was a contimuocus streteh.

At the point whers the horses were put into the timber it dent dowm to the
river, so that where we made the second erossing there was no timber,
Above that it commonced aguin, ond went I don't know how foar. The bottom
in whick Eaj, Reno placed his command extended to the river and to the
extreme richt of =y line, and not over three hundred yards distant there
was quite a nwber of Indian lodges im sight. ¥ith reference to the
plateau extending clear into the river, I don't know, never having been
thare, -

State whetier Maj. Reno or any of ficer under his command made any examinse
tion of that timber im which his comuand waa placed, with the view of
determining its adasptability for e place of defense,

I don't know,

Stafe in your opinion as an offieer, from what you know as a fzet, why
the comnnd wes plaged in thet timber at all. :

I don't know that the comeand wes placed in there. I have given no evidence
that it was placed in there.

Deseribe the position of the eommund with reference to that tisber at emy
time during the engagement there.

4 portion of the  time' part of the command « thet is, the birgest part
of one company wes in the timber, and deployed between vhere our horses
were and the river, for the purpose of protectinmg them from Indisns thet
were on that sid, or on the flamk, some on the side of the river we were
on, and some on the opposite side of the river from us. Other than
that, I know of no troops being -ut into the timder for the purpose of
assault or defense. After my company snd = portiom of M compamy had
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been withirewn, with the remeining pert of M compeny, there was s change
of front mede in order to fuce the bluffs on the opposi te side of the
vaelley from us, and on the ssme side of the river in order to resiet an
attack by some Indiens thet were coming in on these men, ss they were
retiring by the plank, Those men remsined there but a short times I
don't know how loni, but there was firing goin: on from those men and
the Indiens while they were there. Those mem, when ready to move, were
withirawmn from thie position, and ordered down to their horsss. The
bottom was =bout thirty feet lower Shem the timber, end the benk was
very precipitous in places. I know thset the command as & whole wes not

- put in the timber for the purpose of defense. In my opinion, not less than
$wo hunired Indiams hed turned the loft flssk of the line before it was
withiravn, A pert of the Indiens were enguging us in front snd the
others passed through the foot=hills, end came out on our left. Before
the command left the woods, the Indiens thet hed passed through these fout-
hille and turned our left flank, had elosed in within five or six hinired
yarde from the woods, snd were senttered over the bottoms From the time
the command left the %00is therewere no Indiamns in our immediate front
as we fuced the river coming out of the woodis, but there wore some Indians
in the timber down on the river bank, but on our right and rear as e
were then, looking toward the river, there were 2 fov Indisne hers and
there - perhaps & good meny. Opposite the oren spseq in the timber,
slong the river on both banks, the Indiene had passed dosm there. Aifter
mounting up and before leeving the woods I saw thirty or forty Indiens
down in there, not for from the risht of the ford where we retrested
seross the streem, They opensd fire on our men there, and I hed one men
wounded there.

Qe Otete whether eny attempt was made to dlslodge the Indlans from that
position, and if so, by whom?

Ae There may have been some disposition made of G compeny, thet had been in
the woods some little time to my knowledge. I don't know of any.

Then at 2 P.i. the court adjourned to meet at 11 AJM. tomorrow “aturday

J‘n. 85. 10'90

TRELFTH DAY
clhi.go, Illinois,
Seturday Jev. 25, 1879, .
11 o'clock is Me
The court met pursuant to ad journment.
Present
Cols John He King, 9th Infantry.
Cole. wesley Merritt, 5th Cavalry.
L$s Col, %, B, Roysll, 3d Cavalry,
Recorder
1st Lt. Jesse i« Lee, Adjt. 9th Infantry.

Maior Reno end hiz counsal were also present,
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The proceedings of the last session were read end approved., During

the readi-g of Dr. Porter's testinony he saidie

The 1dea 1 wish to convey e to the number of Indians is that there

ware tWo or three thoussnd werriors and three or four times as many people:

perha;s 5 times ae many,

The sxeminetion of Cept, Moylam by the Hecorder was then continued as

follows:

Le

e
Ce

A

Ae

Qe

Le

Qe

Ao

ke

Qe

Ao

State if you know if anythirg wae done to sscertain how many Indiens got.
in that timber, .

Y. Reno wes down there in person, but what he did I do not know.
Do you know what number of Indlens were there?

I do not know the exact number. I testified that 1 saw forty ar fifty,
but there might have been a greet many more, 1 do not limit the number,
et alle There might hsve been twice or three times thet number.

Might there not have besen two hundred Indiens in there?
There wes sufficient room for two hundred.

Byt might there not have been two hundred in thare?
Yea, although I did not see two hundred,

stnte whether a line eculd have been formed by Ma!. lleno's command with
one flank resting on or nesr the river snd thence exteniing seross to
nesr the open and then along the edge of that open and aeroes the timber
to the river bank delow,

If you point out that poeition on the map 1 could enswer.

Could there heve been any formation made so thet both of the flanks could
have rested on the river, :

Thers ¢ould have been s formation of that kind made, but how long it could
have stood there I do not know.

1 wee not asking thes, but whether it could ‘e made.

It eould be made.

State whether or mot such & formation could have been made 50 that an
effective and well=directed fire would have covered almost every poseible
approach to that position; if not pleces state why.

¥ith & formation of thet kind with the number of men at Maj. Remo's dis
poskd the line would be mecessarily so short that it would not extend to
the bank at the outer adge of the timbers In my opinion had such s forme~
tion as that been made the Indiens could have possessed themselves of this
bank at the edge of the timber and been on much higher ground than Haj.
Reno's men could heve been in the bottom. Therefore it would have made

the position there perfectly indef ible.
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Qe How far was thet edge or bank from the river?
As Adout two hundred yarda.

%e Then what would have been the length of & line to have come out from
the river %o that point in the timber end going in the mamner 1 have
descoribed? Tae the timber two hundred ysrde wide et every point, or was
it thet width immediste)y below or further domm?

A. I% was not so wide. It bent in almoet at an angle to the river. Yhem
I say below 1 mean above - higher up on the stream toward this ford,

Ce I om speaking of down the stream,

A, 1 do not know anything sbout that.

e 3Sut the bench rnﬁ s 4 wag sbout two hundred yards from the river,

A, Yes; where the risht of the skimmish line rested.

Qe Uid that bench run parallel, or what wee its divergence?

A. One hundred and fifty to two hundred yurds it made o bendin toward the
river, but how elose it ram %0 the river I do not knowe 1 could see
whers it tmde & bend snd eeross it the Indien tepees were visible.

e Then & line formed to the river scross that bench would have been two
hundred ynrds long at that point?

‘. !“I
Qe A little delow that it would not have nmecessarily been a0 long?
‘. h. ."l

Qe ©fnte whether or not & ¢ammand of one hundred men could have been deployed
at sufficient intervals to have covered that line and protected thenselves.

i, Protected themselves from what - from the nmumber of Indiene in front?
I do not think sueh a line could have been established with the nusber of
men there = that is with the proper mumber of yards beteseen each man, 4
- 1ine such &s could have been formed would not have been strong enough to
proteet itself from the number of Indisns thet were thore.

G, How compset in your opimion would the line had %o have been 1O have pro=
tected iteelf?

A, I think it would have been necescery %0 have n regular skirmish line with
five ysrde intervels botween the mem.

e 1‘&! how many men should Eaj. feno have had there to form an effective
line suoh 28 you heve deseribed? Uloudle the nusber of men?

A. 1 think sbout double the number. You understand of course thet sll the men
he had there were not svailabls, for the reagom thet one-fourth of the
command vere engsged holding the horses.

Qe GLtate whether on the hill one-fourth of the men were holding the horses
during the engugement,

A. Yo; they were mots 221
el Yol,. 1. rom
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“%ate 85 near as you cen the number of Indisns thet were confronting or i
the immeliate vieinity of Majs Reno's position =% the time the order was

given %3 retire from thet position in the timber = within effective rance
maan.

In my opinion there were four or five hundred Indisns within effective
renge, that is those in the timber and those in the valley.

“hat further nusber would you estiunte there was baek of this as far as
could be seon - as many more?

Koj I do mot think as meny more, I think I sew probably six or s even
hundred Indisne shile in the valleys I 80 not think I saw over that number.

Up to the time the order wee first given by Ma!, Heno that the commend
should leave the woods how many men had been disabled?

I can only enswer that question as fer es my own company is concerned,
I had one man killed snd two wounded.

there did these casualtioe occeour?

One wes ¥lled in the opening in the valley; end the other wae wounded in
the woods. One of my men who was left in the woods subsequently came

out -~ an hour or sosfter the command reached the hill, He must have

been wounded in the woods.

1 am spesking of the number of men wounded before the order was given.
Before Naj. Heno geve the order 1 had one men killed and one waunied.

%#as thet before the men hed mounted to leave?

Yes; I had snother man wounded in the woode ss the command was going aut,
How much ammunition did the command haove?

¥y men had Tifty rounds on their persons and fifty more in their saddle-
bags, meking ome hundred rounds per =an.

Fiad thers been sn order %0 the effect that the men should heve thet amouws
of emmunition?

Yes; that wes the order of Uen. Custer.

Up to the time that the command left the woods how many rounde of emmuni-
tion had been fired svey in your judiment?

1 think my men had fired nearly all of their fifty rounds b efore Iaving
the skirsish line, snd in conseguence I sent seversl mem from my 1line to
g0t emunition from the saddle-bogs while the others mere still on the

line.

From the nature of the firing shet ia ywur opinion as to the average
number of shots fired?

I think sbout fifty rounds per men hed been fired - between forty end
fifty on an aversge all throughe

In what length of time would those Fifty rounde be fired?
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As In about forty minutes,

4 Uas the comumd engaged in firing during the whole forty mimutes?

Ae I think it wea, I think they were on foot forty mimutes apd were
wuﬂrhgnnthvamhrz. -

¢

In your opinion what proportion of the msmumition wes judiofously expended?

About two-thirda, I shoul? fwsgime. Thet b8 rathor & lorge estimets
but I w1l lot it go. ; &l - B

r

Je Plesse state anything in addition to what you hewe nlroady stated, what
the cbjeet was in leaving the timber?

Ae 1 pather think the odject in leaving the timber wes if possible to save

e [How meny men wore lost in getting out of the timber end going to the river?
As I lost four men killed, :ad I think there were four or five woundeds
Qe Uhat percentoge of your somasnd would that be?

A« I took thirtyeeight mam into the fight, =nd that would mske sleven men
killed or wounded, altogether, :

Qs Az a metter of gemepal nmotoriety, what was the loss of the comsand in
', going aercss from the timber?

9 A« There were sovernl men killed and wounded in the othar compamies, dut
: She exact number I do not knowe I think, however, their loss would be
about the same a8 mine -« prodedbly mot so large, as I was on the cutside,
on the right flenk, and may have suffersd a little more than the others,

-

|

tate, with the great pusber of Indiens around, if Haj, Senc was
in greater danger of losing the entire commend in leaving the timber
if %e had remsined there. -
th

Ae Well, with that porticular commapd with us in the bottom at thet tiue,

i unless it had been supported, I think the most judicicus ecurse was to
leave the timber 1f posaidle, Had the command stayed there thirty minutes

longer I doubt 1f 1t would Mave gotten out vwith as meny mem as it did,

% Did tho ecommand leeving thare sxpeet Lo get any sssistence, find any aid,
or anything of that kind?

As ot knowing enything in reforenge to the orders or plans msde in reference
to the fight snd thet sort of thing, I am umable to answer that question,
_Ilnuaﬂrwonoyhlm

¥

¥ell, give your ooinions

&

dell, my own opinion was thut there was an oprortunity if wo reached those
hills on the opposits side of the river Big Horm of hevine u1d come ups

% In the evunt of no sid reaching you and those five or six hundred Indimne
had followed the command to the river - closed up apd followed it - what
wuld have beem the result, Jo you think 1t eould have suecessfully
resisted them?

I‘i because thelir smmmition would not have lasted.

b 1y peii23
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gtate whether the command wes actusll driven out of the ¢ the
= 8 y e timber by

The command was not setually driven out of the timber,
Was 1% sotually driven from that position? |

The commend was virtuslly driven dut not exactly driven. It would have

been driven into. the timber in & very short time, but when we left the
timber the commend 4id not leave boesuse 1% was driven out.

Yoz there any volley fired fram the rear or from mear the river by thme
Indisns you speek of as being in the edge of the timber next to ®is river
before Maje Reno told you that the command must lesve that tim er?

Yes; seversl shots = not volleys, but scattering shots.

%as there or was there npot n volley fired from that place before the
command loft = 1 mean firing pretty much together?

I suppose there must huve been forty or fifty shots, There might heve
been & greot many more, dbut they were not togethar,

¥as that before or after the commend wes mounted to leave?
About the time the command was mounted.

State whether st thet time you had a Srumpeter in the company, or was
there one in the command? :

I had s trumpeter.

In sdvencing from the erossing to this position i the timber, was any
bugle or trumpet cal. sounded?

I do not remember of having heard any.

Was there sny genersl signal given by which the command in the timber would
know it wae going to leave or what movement was %0 be executed?

The order wes to mount the compsnies up and move off on the platemm, and’
when I got there 1 received sn order to move out,

was there any trumpet signal sounded et thst time?
1 4o not remember any.
If there had been would you have hesrd 1t?

I think so.

£tste if you kmow whether the entire comsand hed been famed before start-
ing from thet plsge?

The whole of my company was formed before starting. That is all I cen
enewer $0 your questione I 40 not know about the others.

State whether or nmot sny of the men belonging to the other compenies were
left in the timder?

In saying that t]u-hohqti'u'quuul formed, I meant with the
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exception of one men who wae left in the timber, but how I do not know,
Lieut. UsRudio was nlso left. '

ftate from what you learned at the time or nrfterwapd whether any other
enlisted men were left in the timber?

Yes, I believe thers were twelve enlisted men left who afterssrd mme out,
Do you remswber when they sfterward joined the commend?
ihen we had been on the hill esbout an hour, to the best of my recollection,

Ltate whether or not sny officers or men were killed or wounded ot the
erossing while on tha retreat or going up the hill?

1 know there were some killed, bdut how many I 4o not know., & corporsl of
my company was killed there, and ¥r, Hodgson was also killed sbowt there.

#as thet erossing covered by any organized body of troops to protect the
river in eroseing?

I do not think the crossing vas covered.

otate whether or not the men were Sriumphant or exultant with suecess or
demore lized or Jespondent when they had rached the top of the hill? and
deseribe the condition of the commsnd when it ronched the top of the hill?
Well, it was not demoralized, neither was it very axultent.

Yhen the commsnd got on the hill wee 1t in eny condition 10 meet mnd
oppose any considerable number of Indians?

¥ithin o fow moments after we got on the top of the hill the command wes
in & tolersbly good condition, A skimmish line hes been thrown ow,

Gy whose order was that line throwmn out?.

1 do not know that anyone would have the euthority to do snything of the
kind, but Maj, Reno and I presume it was done by his orders,

Utate what orders Najs Reno gnve, either shen the command was going wp
the hill or immedistely after reaching the top.

1 4o not remember him giving sny or'ers at alle
Did you hesr him giving sny instructions?

¥o, for the resson I was separated from the other portiom of the command,
and probably two-thirds of it had resehed the top before I got there.

tho led the retreat or chsrge to the rear across that tm
1 4o not know, sire

Yhere was ¥ej. Aeno during thet retreat?

1 do mot knows .

¥as he nlongside of you, or before you?
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I sav him as the command moved outs I dropped from the hesd of my o mpeny
totuoﬂtnotltuthntuﬂnk,mafeum!hndghtofnl
then, ant I 40 not remesber seeing him until I was at the rivers

At what position was he then?

He wes riding at the heed of the columm, I think he wee in the intermal
between the two companiss at the head of the column,

Ctate whether any helt or check wes made while erossing thet bottom to
permit the men in the rear to closs up?

There was B0 halt or check made, but the commend wes WOt moving at a rum,

At what gait was it mh;'

It was moving at & very fast gallop, 1 will illustrate my mesning more
elsurlys The horse of ous of my men was killed under him o fter my coupany
started, and he succeeded in getting another horse and mounting him and
coming up with the coupany.

Ters there any looss horases around there?

He esught a sorrel horse belonging to G companys OUne of the men of
that conpany had been killed,

fhere 40 you consider tha proper poeition of an officer with réferemce to
his command on « retreat or movement of tho character you have just
described?

1 should imegine his position should ba where he could observe hiswhole
command « .

¥ith reference to the front, centre or rear, where would the position be
best to have observed his whole command?

Under the eircumstancos close to the rear would have been the best place
%0 obhserve %hat was going one

I believe you said you yourself dropped back?
Yes; 1 dropped back to the canire of my conpany.

Gtdte 1f you know whem Maj, Heno crossed the river with reference to the
comann’ ?

I 40 not knows %hen I saw Mal., Heno he was on the opposite bank, but is
front of him going up wns quite » number of men, and 4t was ny impression
that a mumber orossed befors ho d4d, but I do not know as & matter of fack,

On thet petrsat seross tho bottom, state what offiesr, if any, was
charged with looking efter the rear?

I 4o not know anything about i,

Yhen the command was in the timber how mear wes it %o the hostile village,
and deseribe in answer to this question the loestion of this W llage,
etuting ite size, ote.

The lodges 1 sew wers supposed %0 be e part of the village, slthough they
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they were scuitered, and I do not think they were over five hundred
yards from where we vere in the timber,

Deseribe the looation of the village from what you eaw aﬂw;

Along at the upper emd the village wes scattering. The bulk of the

village was lower down and more compaes, ss I judged in riding over it
afterwards, )

Gtute whether or not Maj. “eno's position in the tinmber threatened that
villege? .

That position of eourse threatensd it, but from the timber ilsj, Keno el
not heve done eny demsge to the villuge or anyone in it The ground was

20 much lower then that on which the village stood thet he woulld over-
shoot the village.

Lgaeribe how fur the village extended in your judgment?

I think it wes certainly three miles, if not more, from end to end, as 1
gsaw it afterverd, Its average width would be two or three hundred yards.
It was & very large village, the Indians estimeting it ot eighteen hundred
lodges. I have mo reason to doubt that the statements of the Indians
were correct, There were also four hundred wickiups.

state whother these wickiups were next to or adjacaent to these lodges?
Ko; they were sosttered in the timber promiscucusly.

D44 there appesr t0 be & separated and #1stinet camp of wickiumpm ?

Yes, sir; seattering here and thare.

igre there sny iniieation of lodges in the immadiste vieinity of the wie ki~
une.

No; the lodges were more in the open ground.

ttate whether 3!:. position Maj, Heno took on the hill threatened the
village or not

1t could not threaten the village; it was entirely out of range.

¥hen the command wos in the timber was it expected or believed el ther by
yourself or the commend generslly that it would in any way be aided or
aupported in its ettack on tho village?

1 have no means of kmowing anything sbout it, exeept wha't Mr. Hodgeon y
t0l4 me with reference to laj, Heno's orders. He seid they were to charge
the Indians, s it was suppored they were retreatiug, and ¥aje Reno would
be supported by Gan. Custer's command,

Gtate whet the genersl beliaf was ae to where the remeiu or of the caunand
of the 7th eavelry wes at any time from the period alj. leno's ecolumn was
engaged in the timber up to the Sime it resched the top of the hill?

The ftﬁi that I heard in reference to Gen. Custer's command wes after I
got opthe hill, wvhere it was rumored smong the wen that 1% had pessed
down on that side of the stroam,
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end in going back to the top of the hill, was thers emy belief as to
where the belence of the commend was? ¥hat was your opinion?

My opinion wes thot 4t wse on the rear of our trail snd wes coming to our
aae lstonce.

snd Capts Benteen's: comuand?

That 1 4o not know so much abouts It passed eway to the left snd I
thought might eooe in throigh the footehills.

And Capt. MeDougell's command?
I think he was on our treil, and he hed the pack-trein.
Csn you state how many men Cepte HeDwupsll had in his commend?

I think sbout forty men of his company, sni a non-commiseioned officer am
six privates from each of the other compenies.

Gtete whether or not you expected that the other column would join in

" the fight or make an attack in support of ¥aj. HReno.

¥itness = I have no reason to doubt thet if they saw him hard pressed
they would come to his assistance.

Utmte whether any attack on that villece in flank by emother columm, or
an attack lover down then from where Msj. feno wes would or would mot
have been supporting Maj. Heno's sttack.

1 think it would have been supporting his stteck - thst is, to the extent
of drawing off the number of Indisns necessary to resist it.

1 unferstand thet by a support you do not mecesserily mean that a commend
mst be Lmmsedistely in resr of snother command $o suprori it in en attack?

1 thi k it would be supporiing an stteck if feno attacks his end ond Usne
Custer attacks thet end. It (rews & musber of Indiems from his fromt amnd

consequently is supporting Mej. Jenoe

Did you hesr eny firing in the direction of Gem. Custer's bettle~riald
after you resched the top of the hill?

Yese

How long afterwand?

About an hour. Ospt, MeDougall hed coma up with the packetre in,
(14 you hear eny before?

Fo.

“hat remarks ¢ id you meke st that time?

I simply eslled MeDougall's attention to it and asked him what he thought
it was., He ssid he supposed it wes Cen. Custer firing at the other end
of the village. .
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Deseribe the sound of the firing.

It war evidently volley firing, but very faint.

“tate whet intervel of time intervened from the time that Y¥aj. Reno's
commend pulled out at the head of Uen, Custer's colusn until ¥ej, Remo
and Capt. “enteen united their forces on the hill,

1t might heve decn en hour, It might have been more or less 1 do not

“tate whether or not Capt. Bentoen's comsend could have Joined Feno in
the timber.

It would depend entirely upon the foree brought sgainst him, but the country
#as such thet it wae precticeble to do this, v

Could he go there even if he were opposed?
It would depend altogether on the number opposed to him.

It cﬁ vommand could cherge to the rear, could not a other commsnd of the
seme strength charge in the opposite direction?

1 expect they could,

State what develorments or evidences of fighting you found on Gen, Custer's
trail,

1 414 not examine the trail et all., I do not know thet I ever saw it

. until I got to this wetering=plece. It was probebly helf a mile from

there I sev the first bodles. The evidences of Tighting wers & great

many dead men lying sbout there. I saw Liout, Calhoun's coupeny wers killed
in regular position of skirmishers, I counted twenty-eight cartridge
shells around one man, =nl between the intervels there were shells
scettereds In deploying the men to hunt for the bodies my compsny was on
the left next the river, and there bdut faw evidences of fighting there.
But when Lt. Celhoun's body was resched I had permission to go and identify
it, as he was 8 brother~in-law of mine, ie soomn as his body was found I
was sent for, snd that iz the way I happened to see those bodies.

Uid you go to the point vhere Uen. Custer's body wes found?

After leoving this plece I rode up to this point I think in compsny with
4aj. RNeno, In the revine merked as H on the map we found teenty odd

bodies &f ¥ compeny. They were undoubtedly fighting and retrenting. 1
ecould see where they hed peseed down the edge end sttompted to seramble

up on the other side, which wes clmost perpendicular. The marks were

plain shere they had used their hands to get up, but the marks only extenied
half wey up the bank. |
How far was that from the river, following the ravines down?

Thet must have been half or three-guarters of a mile.

U1d you go up to the point where “en. Custer's body was found?

Yes. That wes not o far I think.
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Ge Otete, If you know, how
. mu-. many bodies of officers or -fn of Gen, Custer's

4. There wers three officers thet I knew that n
ever were found, andl think
some fifteen or eighteen men. 1 4o not know the exect number.

Qe “het was tho gencrel belief ss t0 what hsd become of those bodies?

A, 1 40 not know of any gemersl belief, My belief was that those sen were
buried with the othors, but were disfigured to thet extest that they coul
not be identified, IThere were men I had imown ten or twelve years wiv se
bodies eauld not have been recognized had it not beem for certsin marks.

Qe lo;ld not the regimental roster show the sctusl number of men in the
.° -,t

As Yesu.

Ce The bodies were all counted?

Ae Yes; 1t was generally understood they were counted.

Ce o you know whether there was a deficiency?

ke 1 do not know wuch sbout the particulars of thut, 1 know that there were
some men missing thet could not de accounted for, I have alwnys been
under the impression that the officers were buried with the mem.

e Have you any impression ss to what beonme of the bodles of these men who
are still unsccounted for? :

A. I understood s nuaber of bodies had been found a consideradle distance
from the fiald whieh I $hin: wamld mske up the nusmber.

Qe Plesse étate, from sll you saw during the eugagement there st the battle
of the Little B5ig Horn end from the developments sftersard in regard to
the village, what did you estimsts the effective fighting foree of that
villags to be? .

A, VWell, from the estimate thet has been mede of the numbar of lodges, the
lodges alone would reprosent mearly thirty-six hundred sem, as they estimste
sbout two men to & lodge, lhere were sdout eightesn hundred lodges, so :
it must be bdetween thirty-Tive hundred ané four thqaaﬂ fighting force.

| Qe Du.' you see the village moving away?
| Ae Yes, sir. -

; G When was thet?

I A. About dusk of the 26th.

E Ge What 44d 1t%s size appear to lu.. say, in length and width, tsking into
consideration the time of your seeing i1t, and all the eircumstances? .

A. It wes pesrly dark st the timé, The sun hed gone down, snd 1t looked to
me more like an imeense buffelo herd than cuything else. You could not
distinguich mounted men from pories. It wes certeinly two end a half or
three miles long, end it extended on the plein in front of our poei tiom



agross the rinﬂ lem;ml;“hu of oka o100 i i ek aont

S 1 oicaanabar bt - Lf of .this pla hich was some six
miles agross, The moving village was probably -seversl hundred yards.Wide.
There wes unquestionnuly & very large herd of ponies being drivem. I
think from ome=quarter 1o ome-helf a mile would cover ths width of tie
moving villsge,

Qe State your opinion ss %o the conduet of ¥aj. deno on the 25%h md 2éth of
June with referemce to coolness, efficiency, energy, end coursge & s commend
ing officer of the troopss “ams his comluct such se to inspire his commani

with confidence and coursge, or the reverse? And give the fmets upon which
thies opinion ie dased. :

‘. g
¥aje Heno, during the advance in the bottom, rode et the head of the column.
After 1t wac formed into line he was in fromt of the line - invariebly in
front; sametimes opposite ths right, eometimes the gentre, and somstimes
the laft, aecording to the circumetances. 21l his orders which I received,
or ell the orders he gave to me in the bottom, either at that time or
aftervard, wore given as coolly as & man under such ecircumsténces ususlly
can give them, and I saw nothing that indiested cowardiece sbout him,

Ce Vary well. Take the Nill.

Ae During the sfterncon of ihe 25th he seemed perfectly cool to me. I saw
but very little of him on the 26th. I think I sav him onee or twice in
pasaing Trom the lef't of the line to the rights I received no orders fron
him at ell on the 24th, as orders were unnecessary. “e were in position
there, and had nothing to do but %o hold it

e wid you see him freguently on the 20th, =fter getting on $o the hill?

4. Yes, sir; I sav him frequently on the 25th. After dark om the "Sth I lwy

: domn by hs side for a time behind my company; thet is, he =as lying on
his blanket there, and I was lying on the grouni close to him %zlking.

Lusztions by Major Sende

‘v State in what order the colums moved down to the ford where #emo erossed
on his sdvanee; . i mean in respeet to the cospanies where you were placed
in regard t0 the columm, and shers lMaj. lenv rode?

1. The companies moved for ¢ distsnce in columas of fours, the honds of the
compenies on a line, with an intervsl of fifteen, trenty or twenty-five
yords. After moving e short time the compauies formed in line.

Ge ¥hat company was in front, end what compenies rollowed in order?

A, I think most of that movement wes in the seme order, %e resumed that
order sfter ecrossing the river; that iz the head of the company mearly

on & line = mot in line, dut in column. My company 1 think wee in the
centre.

Ls Vlhere were you?

A, I rode at the hesd of my conpsnys
Ue And M¥aj. Reno wes riding there vith you?

A, Fwthunwthmmnﬂsh-o.ummuntm O,
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Qe Were you in such a position ms to chserve the conduct o
any communication s o e the of Muje and

that might have been hed with him up to the time thet
:la Gmmdodﬂnmwmhj.ﬁuomudthﬂmunsd-

he Yeos, #ir, I was. I don't know thst I was in
position to hear everything
that was said by him oll fhat time. I was ut the hesd of wy campany, and
vhethor he stayed alonsside of me all thet time, I don't remember, but I
know he was thore the grester partion of the time.

» «1i¢ he halt on the right-hand side of the ford where he crossedon his
advonce, befors crossing the river?

A. I don't remember,
Qe Uid you see enyone spesk to him just before the crossing of the stresm?
Ae 1 don't remember that, either,
Qe “4d you see ¥r, Uirard speak to him et thet point?
Ae No, sirj 1in fact 1 have uo recollection of seeing Girerd at all.
(o After you crossed the stresm you forme! in what order?
Ae We formed in colusm of fours sgein.
« VFhere was ¥a!. Reno?
A, laje Reno was at the head of the columan. I don't kuoow et the head of

what particulsr coupeny, but I know he
one~third of a mile or more in

e .
-

By whose order?

Ae Hal. Reno'se He gave the command: "Compenies fomm left front into lize,"
end after the formetion we moved on at the ssme gait. Naj. Beno was in
front of the line.

Le Utate whother you heerd him cive any direection to any of the cavalrymen
with regard to not overeriding amnd that he would give them plenty of work
to o in & very short time.

A, Yes, sir; = man in my cosmpany whose horse was very reastive, end rather
inclined to go shead of him; Maj. “eno turmed sround and spoke to him,
He $0ld him to hold hiez horse in, and keep him under control; that he would
give him all the fighting or all he wanted of it defore the thing wes over.
I don't know that these vere his exaset vorde, but that was the resning of
what he seid; thet wes the purport of it.

Qe By whose order wss the skirmish line deployed?

A« The skirmish line was deployed by Me'. Heno's order.

e there was he when the order was being esrrisd into effeet’

A. I think he was there on the line where the deployment was being mades I

cannot logate him exactly before or behind the line, 1 wus busy deploying
my eompany, but I know he was there, as I could occasionslly hesr hiez volee..

|
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f4mte whether you regeived _
left the timber, en order to form your menm before the column

I received an order to move my men on to the platesu and ﬂl‘l them there,
From whom 414 thet order came?

ial. Reno. y
Gtate whether you imow & gentleman by the neme of Dr, Porter?

Yes, elr, 1 do,

State whether he ever had eny comversation with you since these oecurrences,
in regard %o being frightened or otherwise, snd, if so, what that was? _

Yes, sire 1 have heurd him say onee or twice that he was pretty bedly

U4d he repent it in eny other form?

fell, yes; if 1 remember aright 1 hesrd him say on one oceasion he never

-"woe 20 seered in hie life,”

Stste whother you saw Dr. Porter just before the column moved @t of the
timbor, and if #0 at what point, and at what point of time?

About helf of my company hed mounted and moved uwp om to the platesu before
I left the timber. ¥hen I did ride upon the plateau Dr. Porter rode up
by my side. GCome of the column had leoft the timber at that time, and
were on the platesu mounted, dut they were not yet in motion. He rode by
my sice out of the timber, up on to the plain where ny company was being
forned, i

Then he was not by the side of the wounded man them?

1 don't know anything cbout that. I know he was st my side, and I was
not wounded.

Do you know anything in regard to iaj. “eno taking a portion of compeny G
snd going to the outer edge of the timber, in the dirsction of the firing
from the Indisns in that guarter, iz the direction of the river?

I know e portion of G ooupany wos teken in there, and 1 suppose by Haje
Reno, as 1 think he went there with them,

itote whether you hed any comsultetions with Maj. Hemo in rogard to re-
tiring from the timber before the movement was made. )

4 m;t remenber anything thet oeccurred there, only the order was given to
mount up and move the companies up on to the plain.

S ther hed sny conversetion with k%aj, Heno defors the movement
:::t:.::cm m timber with regard to the wisdom of chenging the place
where the force was in the timber.

I don't remember. I sy have had some, but I don't remember it.

Uid you have some lmmediately bcrora‘
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lmmediately before the companies were vithirawn, after I had called to him

$o come up om the hll, we hed a conversetion with regard to the d {sposition
of the men - that i{e, the skimishers dismount ed.

“tate whether during any period of the time that w Hemo
that timber he betreyed any evidences of muo.m o : s

Ho, sir; there wa: a certsin smount of sxcitement, I suppose, vizible on

his face, 28 well as thet of & else. dut *
failed to diseover. WSy slae, any trace of cowardice I

Ctate what in your judgment would heve been the result to the commend under
®ej. Remo Af he had eontinued to charge down thet valley. .

I think if he hed continued to do 4%, sud gone far emough, he wuld have
been there yet,

State whether the purpose of lesving the timber was not to ssve the commend.
T think that wae the purpose, sir.

#ith regard to the diversion of the command, you have been asked the

question, What would have deen the offect upon the commsnd if & considersbls
number of Indisns had followed the commsné on its retreat to thehigh land

on the opposite éide of the river? If that large body of Indiens hed

followed the command, don't you suppose the commend would have fed the
Indisns® rifles ss long es if the command had been advaneing dosn the vell oy?

Yes, sir, I think in their position it would be only a matter of time far
the commend without essistunce,. ¥ ‘ _

¥hat in your judgment would heve been the result, under ths circumstances
in which you were placed, if the commmnd had remained in the timber?

In my judgment the commend without assistance would have been annihilsted
in the timber.

¥as not ¥sj. Keno umadle to fora eny estimate of what the effect would be

upon himself of the umion of Capts Senteen's command and the peck<train
with hies own, unless he hed knowm thet they had been ordered to join him?

I think s0.

Uhere d1d you first obtsin your view of the Indisns on the plains - on
the ke £t side of the river? |
The Indisns beesme visible sbout the time the compenies wer: formed im
line. PFrobebly some few were visible before that, but then they became

visidle in force. That was about one=third to one~half & mils from the
erossing. Thau.ay heve been Indions vieibls before. I may hn.uu

Indians befors reasching thet point. .
State whether there was & cloud of dust or not.
There waas & vary large cloud of dust.

Ves 1t dense?

Quite so; yese, sir.
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¥as 1t 20 deneo thet a person eouls see a thousand ponies Shrough 1t?

I think not; not at that time.

“tate what are the Indian taetics with rogard to eresting s cloud of

dust in order to econgesl their =
whether that is their tactice? movements from an enemy., .o you know

Iprumnth_nt ilouotmunnlfdomu.

Yo you know whether it is one wey they have followed?
I think 1t 1a

After the commend had resched the point where the skirmish linme deployed
L]
state vhether in your juigment sny person, either in the timber or oute

;:g.. coull have seen through that clou’ of dust a thousand lodges of the
m.

Ko, sir; he could not have seen & thoussnd utmﬁ lodges from there
had there been no dust at all,

In regard 1o the character of the movement on the retreat _!ﬁlﬁc timber
to the river, stale whether the argsnizetion wes not, in your. judguent,a
proper one for the purpose Maj. ‘eno had in view.

The orgenization was & very good omnee.

Jtate whether an officer having sbout one hunired men in his command, and
attomphing to go over um unknown plece of country %0 a ford, snd then
from the ford up & hillside $o the top beyond - whether he wauld nd be
Justifried in riding st or meer the head of the columm, in order to sels
a crossing and to direet the movement, _

iell, thst would depend a good deal on ciroumstances.

Then I esk you to apply the circunstances as they existed st the time the
movement was made from the river?

1 suppose it would be a very proper thing for a commending officer to
know the country ahead, but under the circumstences there 1 think it would

be equally 0 to know what was golng on in the rear.

Sould it be wrong for him to reach the ford at the hesd of the .columm
and there remsin until he sew that the belence of the colums had crossed
the stream? :

Ko, sir; 1 think note

In regard to the character of the =em tslen into this fight, were they
all treined soldiers or otherwise? : &

, Others
Some of them wers very well drilled snd Emew their duty very well.
sore not so well drilled, as they had not hed en opportunity. They had

ot been in the service louge .

: ther, under the olrwpﬂqﬁu. the firing of esvalrymen agsinst
;::m;:n ;rc moving in sll directions ie not a matter -hml; of

diseretion with the individusl eoldier.
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G Tas ¥here any pretense on the '
the timber was o triumphant -‘im of anyone that this movement out of

A, 1 heve not headd of 1y,

G+ Tas It 80 understood by anybody?

A« A triumphant mareh acrogs to this ford?

Go Yes; back from the timber. %as 1% so understood by anybody?

Ao I don't knowe I haven't henwd of anyone considering it in thet light.
Ce It was not understood to be that by snybody, wes 17 |
Ae Ko, sir; I think not,

Qe In regerd to the command om the top of the hill, wouldn't you soomer have
been dejected on the top of the hill then dead in the timber?

A, Tell, I would rather be dejected on the toy of the hill then dead anywhere,

& After you resched the hill-top how lomg a time elepsed before the cammend
wes put in a position to resist attack?

A, There wae a skirmish line throm out within s few minutes from the time
the command resched ths top of the hill.

Ge Sy whose order, if you kmow, did Capte Welr move down the river?
As I don't know.

e %as it st any time your duty to go in thet direction, and if so state how
far you went, and whether you found ke j. Neno, end if you found him, where?

Ae It became my duty to go down in thet direetion in order to overtake the
command to inform ¥e j. Hemo of the disposition of a portion of the rear
guerd, I found Mej. Remo at the heed of his command, less vhat wes in -
Carte Weir's front., Caw him frequently after we returned to vhere we made
the final stend on the afternoon of the 25th,

Qe Gtate whether during thet night or on the succeeding day you say any
evidences of cowardice on his part? :

A. No, sir; I saw no evidences of cowerdice.
Qe State whether you sew him giving orders end exercising command?

: 26th at all
A, 4id during the 25tu, b 1 received no orders from him on the 5
tItu it was not umn;‘r that I should, 1 was in a position there thet

required no orders on that day.

't their duty so plain as
. A the men had been placed in position wesn
. a::.:o require such direction on the pert of the commendiy officer?

At my portion
. very plein at ecertain portions of the line.
3 I:. .:?z.:;’phg, but at that occupied by Cspt. Senteen it was a very
rious one end required the presence of the commending officer pretty
:ﬁ all the time, as the Indimns tried very hard to :::hm‘:;:.h L:h. -
understood some of the olthn' companies n? heavily attacked m&_
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Is it the feet in military seionce that a commanding officer is
personally
responsible for the personel brevery of ssch mesber of the command?

1 am not awere of it.

Stote what was the behavior of the men of these compenies and of the

officers, after thie stend hod been made on the top of the hill, with
resrect to bravery?

Well, everything wemt on e good desl like clockework, on the hill, They
were pretiy well intrenched there, and they folt thet they could hold
their position there for some time. o far ss the officers were concerned
they dll did their duty, end I heve no doubt they did it well., 1 hed

no opportunity to sce very much of snyone excerting Cayt. Senteen. His
conduet for eoolness snd gnllantry was erfeetly superd. No other word
aould express it,

And Eaj. Neno mede mention of it, &idn't he?
Yes, sir,

And deserved ly?

I think so.

“tete as & soldier what in your juégment was the length of time that th
column under Col. Custer lested, judging from the manner in which you
found the dead, Can you give any opinion on thet? :

I don't know that I esn express s positive opinion. It might heve lasted '
an hour and it might not have lasted thet length of time.

State whether, s you say, with the exception of the company under Capte
Calhoun, there was eny evidenes of orgamized end sustuined resistence to
the Indians, save thet thet wes found in the eirele shere Cen. Custer lay?

I saw none. Those Other men that I before mentioned as having been killed
there had evidently been fighting, but there were no evidences of organized
registonce. There wers evidences that they had retreated or were falling
back without regular intervals; but such evidencee &8 existed sbout
Capt, Calhoun's compeny existed nowhere else that 1 sew,

Were Calhoun's men in that position im which men ought to heve been, or
would maturelly heve been, - 1 will not say ought to have been, because
thera can be ns question sbout Custer's epldierly qualities, «4if there

had been resistance secording to the rules of milssry science?

Yes, sir.
Guestions by the Heeorder.

During the £ight on the hill end in the timber, how did Dre Forter do hie
duty?

He 414 it in the most superd menner. He had = grest desl to d0 - I will
say that for Dr, Forier < and he 414 1t well., FHe hed no stewsrd. The

' dogtor that he wss the sssistant of wes killed, end he had it to do ell

himself and under a heavy fire.
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You heve stated thet the doctor smid he never was so scared in his life,
snd thet he wee pretty well exeited,

Yosn, sir,

tete whether or not that
timber.

excitement wes gemeranl at that plsce in the
I thisk 80. It wee pretty genersl as & rule, and whem ir. Porter did

make this remerk t0 me he made 1t in a lsughing, joking way, and may not

have meent shat he snid, It was made probably & yeor sfterward, so that
Be may not have realized what he said.

Do you mean to sey thst a usn being frightemed - becauss he should hp:m

to be fr:mouﬂ &t 2 time of great denger - implies that he is necessarily
8 coward j

Vidn't Mej. Reno snd everyone else im thet comusnd present the sppesrance
of being frightened under the gircumestences?

I rather think they wers 2all s 1ittle bit shaken upe

Uid ¥s jor Seno on that retreat remain at the ford till the whole commend
all got across: Af =0 on which bank.

1 don't know,

State shether or not on going to the $op of the hill on the retrest, it
was expeeted, either by yourself or by the command gemerally, Shat Haj.
geno would be likely to receive aid or sseistsnce or re~inforcemsnts when
he reached the top of ths hill, and state the grounds of such bellef if
you had %,

I had no such balief. I kmew nothing sbout it.

Look on the map st the point marked "2" in peneil an! stete if from that
point Hajor Reno's comsend had been seen in the set of deploying as
sitirmishers it would have indionted thet he was in any great or particular

danger.

A commend peseing thst point end eeeing enother command deploying as skir-
mishers in the bottom, & half or thres guartere of s mile away, certainly
thet commnd would not immgine for o moment that the other was in any

particular Jangere.

It Gen. Custer in passing there snd seeing such deployment would he exrect
that command would retreat in 30 or 40 minutes. ‘ :

Eo sir, he would expect 1t would hold 1te position.

%ae everything going like elock work om the hill before or after Capt.
Bentesn arrived.

After: it was not so regular before. |
You 218 not refer to cloock work ia goln: aercss the bottom or up the hille

r.ﬁ.*-'- Yol, 1, p.238 ; m

il



v

As

Qe

fa

Ae

Ge

Le

Ao

Aa

Ce

ha

] "1. 1’ p.m

Thet was 2 little faster than clock waork.

fould it not have boen better, as o soldiar, ¢ been dead in t :
timber than dishonored on thu' hill, G ool o i

: don't know thst thet is & proper question to put to me. Very few men
ut would prafer 1o die in the timber then to be on the hill degraded.

“14 you meke any careful examination of the Custer dettle field, with s
view to detemmining where cortein fights or certsin halts had been made. !

¥o sir,
Fhet was the nature of that country. 4
.uite rough,

#as the country such that with & commeni fighting s powerful enessy es |
these Indiens muet have beea there, the commend could have made those |
reguler formetions thet could be made on e plain or plateau?

In that portion of the field my company peseed over the command could

not, because it was intorseeted by ravines, msny of them very deep. The
commend mizht have been fighting with ell the courege snd brevery possibls,
and still the positicn of the bodies might not indicete it.

You say there wars pony trecks at thet satering place that has been
spoken of, end indiecations of there having beem & great meny ponies thers?

A great meny enimals there. The ground there wms vary sendy, snd there
ware & great vany pony or horse tracks.

£tate shether or not & great msny =men might not have been dragged or
throen into the river if they =are killed there.

Yes, sir; 4t is not improbable at all, but I doubt if amything of the
kind did oceur, as there were no evidences of it.

Guertions by Major Reno.
Did you feel degraded shen you resched the top of the hill?
Not particularly ao.
1f ¥ej. Bemo, with the coumand deployed in skirmish line, wae seen h:-a

enlusm pessing down on the right side of the river, would it not indicete
two thinga: First, that the eneny was not fleeing; and pocond, that the

ecsvalrymen were not ehargin 2?

1t weuld indiests both to my mind. The ‘enemy vwere not fleeing, or else
thare would bs uo neeessity for the skirmish line,

fuestions by Necordars

‘4ate if advences to sscortain the position of an eneay is 30t often made
by throwing out a skirmish 1ine. 3

Yes sir, it bacomss netessary st tiuss, begsuse if they are flseing they
may be Tleeing for & HUrpozce

P




l' Guestions by Maj. Reno,
| 4e That is not the way cavalrymen charge?
l A. Ko sir,
| The witnes: then retired.
Then at 1130 P.M., the court adjourned to meet at 11 o'eloek 4.M,,

i donday Jeny. 27, 187%.

Bth DY

Chiesgo, Illinots,
Monday, Jamy. 27, 1879,
| 11 o'elock A, M.

'. The Court met pursuant to ad {ournment,

Fresent
Col. John B, King, 9th Infantry
Col. Wesley Merritt, S5th Cavalry

! Lt., Col. ¥, B. Royall, 3d Cavalry.

Reecorier
1st Lieut, Jesse ¥. Lee, Adjt, 9th InTentry.
Major Femo and his counsel were sleo present.
The proceedings of the last session were read and approved.

Capt. Moylan being recalled tastified ms follows:
‘ Questions by Maj. Heno.

Qe Do you remember heving had a convarsstion with Lisut. Wellace while thet
command wes in the timber in regerd to sending back worl to Gen. Custer
P about the strength end position of the hostile Indiens.

A+ 1 remember having hed a conversation with Lieut. ¥Wallace sbout the lodges
in the villege, not the hostile force. He ssked me if I could not semd
word back to Uen. Custor of the feets. There heppened to be & half @ reed
Indian by the name of Jackeon there, snd I asked him if he cauld take &
mossage back. He looked aroundbef re he msle reply, then sweeping his
hend around as ie the menner of Indians to the left and resr, said no one

man could get through thare elive.

The witness then retired.
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George Herondesn, e oitizmen, & sitnoese called by the Reeorder, and

being first duly sworn to testify the truth, the whole truth and nothing but
t¢he truth, testified we follows:
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uestions by the Hecorder,
“tate your uame, occupatior snd residence.

George Herendeen; 1 have been rumning on the preirie as & scout. My
residence ia Sosemain, ¥, T.

“gre you present with eny mt of the 7th Cave on the 20th and 26th of
June 1876, i :

Yos air,

In whet eapacity.

As scout and courier.
For whome

Gen. Custers

On the morning of the 25th of June 187¢, what wes the condition of the
horse you rode in the marches of that command.

Ky horse was in good condition. He was lame when I started with hik, but
he took me through all right. He was a good horse.

State whet duty you éid as comyered with the command - mors or less.

I had move riding to do than the commend would have.

Deseribe 1f you osn, the place where the commsnd went into cemp om the
early morning of the 258he Stete as neer ns you cen how far from the
river aor the divide.

1 judge it was not far from 20 miles from the Little Big Horn.

¥ss that at the place coffes was mude.

I don't know: when we went into osmp I lald down emd went to sleep and
414 not weke up until the order to march wes givem.

¥hen 41d th, command mMOVe.

Iz the morning.

At what hour.

I think it was divectly efter sunrize: 1t wes esrly.
Up you keow who ordered it o move.

Yo air.

Fas Gone G\{mtar present when it n_v,i.
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I shink I saw Jen, Custer when I went out
nyselfs. I went to the right
flanke Thet was my pluce the night before end I went there that morning.

¥ns the whole command in motion when you went out.
Ko sir.
tere thay getting under way,

Yes sir,

otate what you did and what you saw when you got on the divide.

%o went aone dletmnce up a dry fork end the command halted., I went off

some D00 or 600 yards from the command and stayed there while Uen., Custer
weg on shead looking for Indian eamp.

¥hat 214 you see there, 1f anything,

4 few minutes befor: Uen, Uuyster came down there was & seout memed Boyer,
8 half-breed; he and I were great friende end he come to me s he come
down. 48 I wes looking & few minutss before, I had seen some objset, but
having but jJust got s glsmee et it I thought perhaps it was a deer, but
when he came down he esked me if I had seen thet Indien. I esid I hed
geen sOome Objeot dut I did not know vhat 4t wan. He said "1t wae en
Indien, and vhen he saw you he rum for cemp™. He said he had seen two
othars with 3 or 4 looee horses ond they had rum,

D48 you hesr any ordere given that morning by Gen. Custer or his Adjutent

%0 Maj. Reno, if so where snd at sbout whet hour, end what orders wers they.

I heord Uen. Custer tell Maje. Hemo to lead out and he would de with him,
Those are tbout the words I understood him to use, Thet is all I heard,

hores was that.

ibout a mile or s ntl_o end & helf from the village.

How far from the river.

About tﬁao guarters of a nmile.

Sae it near any Indian 'lodp..

Yos sir right by the side of ones

How far wee thet tespee from the mngn.

About thres quarters of a mile.

“as that the point where Naj. Heno’s bettelion pullsd out,

Yeos sir, Maj. leno led oft and 1 went with hime Directly after Gen.

Guater used those words hessdd "take the scouts with you, too" and I
supposed that inoluded me and I went nlong. Ve sterted st = lope end went

to the Little 24g Horne
Fow long 414 it teke you to get there.
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wo!:nthnllwhpo. Hajor Heno sid "Keep your horses well in hemd,
boys", sné we took a slow lope so as mot to wind our horses, and we wers
probably $ or & minutes going down there: 1 can't tell.

“tate all thet transpired from thet time ti11l Maj. Reno's commsnd halted
and deployed se ekirmishers - what conversatiom, if eny you hed, with
iaje deno: what orders, if any were given by him, and what Indiens, if
any you saw.

¥e were loping down to the Little Big Horn, and I had some trouble before
I got there and I did mot cateh up t1ll Maj. Reno and the men with him
were in the creek. Thers were six Crow Indians along, end two or three
of them %ere with me, Waj, Heno wae in the creek at the time: one of the
Crows called out, in Crow, thet the i(ioux vwers coming up to meet uss I
eallad seross, %0 no one im particuler, to hold on, the fioux wers coming
to meet us, 1 d1¢ not see any Indians, but supposed the Crowe had. They
kept on seross and 1 them erossed myself, I 4id not look back. The

_command went through the timber and went on down in & lope; I kept off to

the left out of the way. As we advanced down the valley fires commenced
springing up in the timber. ¥e kept right on down the river, facing a
little point of timber thet came out on the preirie. iaj. Reno's commend
come up facing that snd there a few shots were fired into the timber by
the soldiers, I supposed to draw the fire of eny Indisns thet might be
there, The commend halted there and formed s skiraish lins.

In going down the valley how 414 the horses seem.

A. They went down in good style I thought.

Qe U144 you notiee any diffieulty on the pert of the men in comtrolling the
horses. e

ie No sir, only ss & shot was fired occssionally in the command. They kept
in good shape.

‘0. “44 any Indisns oppose the edvancs of the commend dowm there.

A, I 444 not see any and I wae in front. The Indians were sitting still on
their horses, seemed to bo ewalt ng our epprosch, and did not move till
we 20t nmesr to where the command dimmounted, then theycommenced =ekinsg wp
and skimishing oute

Qe Uid-you hear any fire returnsd frun the timber by the Indians.

A, Ko .1’.

Ce Was there any m'nnql.

As« 1 think note If there had besn I eould have heard the balls and I heand
nono. -

%. ¥hat wee your position in reference to the column going dowm.

i, About on & line w»ith it, but to the left.

Qe In the direction of the eand hills or bluffs.

A. I wag between the troops and the bluffs.
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How far out from the laft of the ¢olumn were you.
Probably 100 yardas, 3

“hen the commend halted and deployed, whare é14 you take your station.

About 1: rear end on the left, in & 1ittle swale. As the troops dismounted

we stopped behind 20 as not to be in the w They ssung to the laft, wshich
laft us on the left of the line. " i

¥ae 1t clear to the left, or clong there.
comewhare along in that loeality,
“tate what you did while in that position.

"o dimsountod and sat down and wetched $he fire of the troops a few minutes.
There wore no Indians neear gh to shoot at, 20 wve sat there. The trogs
were firing rapidly, Ve see Indians on the hills but =0 far off it
was 00 use %0 shoot at them, There were two men with me - Reynolds and
Girard - snd we proposed %0 all ghoot at one Indiam, ¥e fired dut all

our shots fell short, That was the only shot we fired there.

How fer were your sights reised.

I d44 not use reieed sights, but the others did. Ve judged owr shots
reached from 700 to 900 yards. e could see all the balls strike stort of
the Indian.

At that time were there sny Indians nearer to the cammand than that one
Indien,

I could not =ee any.
Uid you see sny Indiens at all in the bdottom,.

4 1ittls farther down the valley than the one we shot at on the hill I
saw Indians, snd after thst they got closer, probably withim 3 or 4 hundred

yards.
Ctate how long you remained there and whet you did efter.

ireetly aftor we fired thet shot, we took our horses in the timber and
tied them so they would not be any troulle to us as we expected © stey
thers and fight on foot. In caming out I got seperated from my partners
snd was alone after that. When I cams out I saw Indiasns eireling around
the hilles snd coming im the velley closer to us, As 1 came aut I was in
a position whers I could not see the troops: I was facing the way we
come in =nd the soldiers were fscing the bluffs, I stoyed there snd sew
Indiens coming in and presently the firing ceesed on the part of the
soliiers and the Indians came in closer coming within 40 or 50 steps of
me apd Tuns into the timder., I gt in some nice shots there, but as the
firing hod cessed 1 went to see what the troops were doing. I went down in
the timber and the horses were gome = nome but mine wes left. 1 got on
him and rode through imto a little park or glsde in the timber. Thare I
saw some troons, probably s compeny, drswn uWp in line fecing the creek as
ths stresm run.
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Did the stream make a bend sbout there.

There was s bend Yelow. They were not fecing the bend, they were fae
north and south neerly; mn.mragumnu»'m-uﬁ. =

Look st this map and see if you can loeate sbout your positimn in the
timber when you went fro: the prairie into the timber.

1 c=n deseride it by that opem place but not by the balsnce of it.

ay that dotted line was the sidmish line, but not extending out that
far, whare wus your position. ] )

1 should eall thet advance line the skirmish line.
stete the position you occupied st the time.
The witnese then marked sbout where his position was with = figure "4",.

R
From there 70 on and deseribe your movement into the timbers

I went down into that opening.

vhere were the Indiana you saws

They came around to our left snd went into the timber, As there wes no
firing on the line thay ceme closer and closer. There waa firing from

the line seross tosards the bluffe, but it wes long rifle renge end the
Indians ccme riding saround on the hills and in the btottom about ome third
of the my from "6* to "A", working in that way towarde the timbar, snd
when the fire of the troops csaced they ceme straight scross to the timber,
Fhen you were there firins st the Indians did they return your fire.

L fem roturned it.

Did they seem to regard or respect your firing.

They csmo right along: it did not turn them.
How manmy 414 you ses come in there.

mw«mmmnusuzlemunmxm. into the timber.
They did not come together but came straggling along.

ihet was their firing se regarde thethoops.

Fhe Indians were mot firing at the troops, 3 or 4 shots were fired ot me
as they went along, They co.ld just gsee =y head end shoulderas es 1 stood
in o duffalo treil leading into the timber.

itate what experienmce you have had in Indien warfare.

I heve been in thst country sbout 10 years end have been in s go0d meny

Indien fichts, 1 have been in 3 very heavy engsgements, one within sbout
15 miles of thet plsce, one within sbout 50 miles and one within sbout

12 miles.

Cs Hsve you gemerally been employed by the Government cut there.
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he i::";:hm.:::amnux. The fights I have been in out thers

Co <tote from thet place in the timber how meny men it would have required to
;.n chocked thos» Indisme or driven them out st the time they were comirmg

Ae Ten men could have stopred them coming in st thst one point, in my judgment.

Ce How long were you at that particular place = iz that buffslo trail before
you laft it,

A. 1 was thore probebly € or 7 minutes, I fired 7 or 8 shote,

(s Fere you mounted or dismounted.

A, Disacunted,

Qe State If you rejoined the commend in the timber or in that vicinity.

Ae As I started to find the commend they were standing still mounted in that
park - what I could ses of then,

(e How many could you see.

Ae Thare was & line extending clong one side of that square, 1 did not
notice particularly how many. I sew they were drawn up in line.

G. In vhat direction ssre the troope you saw there fecing im releation to the
village.

Ae They were facing at right engles. Thet is the left was dowmn the river.

Qs How were they, in close order or in skirmigh line,

Ae I jJudge in c¢lose order.

Q. ¥hat do you mean by close ordar.

ie As close se the horses could stand together,

Qe U48 you ses Maj. Reno there, and if so what wes he doing.

A, Yo wae gitting on hies horse in the park,

Qs Yere you neer him, ’ 7

A. 1 rode to withia sbout six foet of him on his right. S .

Ge uid you speak to him,

A, BRo sir.

Ge 18 he spesk tO you.

A, No eir.

Qe 1@ you besr him give any orders or instruetions at that time.

ie I hesrd him order the troops to ¢iemount, and there was s vollay fired by
the Indlans - I juige the sane Indisne thet ceme in ané that I hed been
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firing ete There was an Indisn stending on ¥a jor leno's front not more
then 8 or 10 feet from him. /s I xode in there and got straightened up
and saw how everything ley, this volley was fired, end this Indian and |
e soldier wae hit, The soldier hallooed snd Maj. Heno gave the order to |
dismount, amd the eoldisrs had fust struck the ground when hs gsve the

order to mouni, and then everything left the tizber on a runm.

¥ho was this Indiem, if you know.

He wae called "3loody~Enife”,

How near was he to iinj. Heno when he sas killed.

“ithin 8 or 10 feet %o his right snd fronmt.

“ho did you see start from there and deseribe the memner of sterting.

Ha jor Heno started out, and the lime broke to get out as far ss I could
sess 1 estood thare a second or g0, =nd they ware getting out at sny
place they eould finds There wae s dense undergrowth there end there
could not more than one man get out at s time; they hed to go in single
file on some trail thot had been made dy buffalo or some animals,

|
l
You saw the command lesve the tisber,
I saw it start, !

Did the mem sppeer $0 be frightened or not at that time.

That volley and the :mmn hollering arpesred to startle averybody, end ithey
Tfilie

\
44 you follow them.
Yes air.

were you frightoned.

I was not till efter I got diemounted. I wes not in the timber, I thought
I hed a pretty good position and there was nothing %o get frightened at. |

Jeseribe what ocourred after that: the memner in which the command went
aeross the dottom, ond shy you did not go if you did not.

1 storted and got to the adge of tho tilmber: same of the men were passim
me end all wer: godng as fast as spurs would meke en American horsd go,
1 sterted my horse, Ihere was a demse cloud of dust emd I could me
where I wss goimge 1 got cut =bout 150 yards end my horse went dowm. 1 doa'S
know whether he stumbled or was hi$, he was hit shen I found him effer, Wt
he went down snd I went off, and I got beck into the timber. T ware
paesing ma ell the time, everybody was rumning for their 1ife. rome 1
Indisne liked to have run over ms as I fell; probably 20 Indians ren |
almost over me. 1 g0t up end turmed end went rizht back into the timbers i
|

U44 you at the time the commend left the timber see eny officer or hesr
sny officer making sny attempt t0 stop or halt the men; if s0 state what

offider and what he was doing.

As I started buek snd got mesr the timer the men were still coming out,
and from tha other side of the %isber or right nesr Sthe timber, I heard an
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officer trying %o halt :is men,
let us fight them ~ for Goa?
but I resenber tismllooing,

I think he said 'Compeny 4 men halt =
8 sske don't run.” I don't remember his words,

Has that the substence of i,

Yoa sir.

Uid the men seem to be firing with their revolvers when they laft.
I saw no shote fired. The Indisns were not paying as much attention as
Shey went out sc after they got out aweys. 1 saw one man throw his gun

awoy as he was going out of the timber, He got left behind, and I don't
suppose he kner what he was doing,

“mat 414 you find back in the timber,
A few men dismounted end some mounted. I sdvised them to go into the

timber and try and stand the Indisms off, es there was no use tryisg to

get eway by rumning ss I hed tried that, They turnmed beek into the timber
and stoyed thare, -

Did you find eny Indisns there,

Ho sir,

State 1f the men yo. found in there hed any emxunition.

Yes sir, they all eppesred to have plenty. There were 7 or § horses in
thers, About helf the men were mounted and about half diamounted, The
men who had horses had plenty of smsunition in their saddle bags.

Tere you and they molested by Indlsns in tlur'o.

No eir.

How long @1id you remain thers defore leavings

I judge mear two hours: 1can't stote the time sxsotly.

How &14 the men appear when yo first went in there.

iverybody wes & good deal frightened when I first got in there, but we
had plenty of time to cool off as nobody wae molesting us. ‘e considered

we were in 8 desperate plece and hed to do sométhing, end commenced =
¢clesning our guns snd gotting our smmunition ready for e fight if it m} T
come. .

After Maj. Reno's cammend laft and you had gone beok into the Siabes g e
you hear any firing, if =0 whers, and deseribe it, : .

I heard firing after we had been in thers soms time. Fe had got settled
down snd were talking over metters,

Give your idea of the time.

It was not over hslf an hour; 1 thick it was under.

Ugseribe that firing.

It begen in volleys. I heard a greet many volleys fired, then between
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the vollays snd after the volleys cemsed there were scattering shots.
G« That wee down the stream.

As Yen sir,

G. Have you bdeen over the Custer battlafisld.

A. I“ a 1?'

Qe "hat was the direction of thst firing in reference to the place those
men were found,

Ae Trat would be the right direction = it came from that direction.

C. How long befors that fire disd sway entirely from the time you first
heard i,

Ae It might have lasted enm hour: I think not over sm hour.

‘e After that d1d you hear eny firing on the right bank of the stream.
he Ko sir,

(e 44 you hear sny sestiering shots.

Ae Ko sir I é1d not. ¢

Qe Wpat 214 you think it wmas st the time you heard thie vellay firing you
- speak of,

Ae 1 thought it =as Gans Custar.

Q. Yas thet impression chenged afterwarde or wes it confirmed.
A, It was confirmed.

¢, You have scouted that country over have ysu note

Ae Yom e#ir,.

%e You remenber the place where Xaj. ieno's command pulled chead of Gen.
Custer to go to the eroseing.

A. Yes air.

You know where Gen. Custer was found =ith his =en afterwards.

A Yes sir.

G« 1 want you %o take into consideration the time that slapsed efter Naj.
Reno got to the place whars he halted and formed the ekirmieh line, snd
the engegenent following it, end stete where Con. Custer et have been
at the time Lmj. Remo left the timber with his commané,

ie BHe must heve been sbout half way from the sterting point and vhere he had
his fight. :

G Here i& the point "A" showing the erossing of ¥aj. Remos in the firet
instance ~ hgu do ym m:.umun.pmohmmrmt.
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Ae 1 Judge that st the time Haje Beno left the timder Gen. Custer was sdowud

at .1::' e were. 1 judge thut by the distemee; I 418 not ses him

Ge Vesignets it on the mep 1f you can.
Ae 1 don't 1like this map, I don't think it shows the country.

Ge This map don't show where they separated, but remesmber shere Kaj. Reno
pulled shend, and toke into consideration the time 1t took t0 get there,
and the movements there at the timber by the commend, sn? knowing the
ecountry as you do, and the battlefisld of Cen. Custer, how nesr was Gen,
Custer %o his battlefield when Maj, Heno left the timber sith his command.

Ae 1% would be just s guess, depending on how fest he was treveling., WHe
ought to have bsen beyond Maj. Meno's position on ths hill about half &
:1.10. I should not think he was over two miles from his battlefield where

was found.

Je Looate on the map sbout whore thet would bes

A. I don't know how fast Gen. Custer was treveling, snd it would be & mere
guesss A man with s good fast horse could have gone thare bafore Maj.
Reno left the timber.

Ce 1f these lines represent Uen, Custer's treil sbout how far would that be
onr this mape.

As I know that cauntry, and from the point we ealled iier's Hill there is s
sort of awele runs down snd it is nice traveling to the ereek that runs
in there. I was not over Gen. Custer's trsil thet seeson but I was the
next, but it wes 8o obliterated then thet I don't know exsetly where it wms.

Ge That time was it vhen you left the timber es near as you could judge.
Ae I camn't tell - it vas late in the aftermoon.

Qe D44 you vejoin thet command, if so with whom,

A. I d1d with 11 enlizted men.

0, ‘ere they in the timber with you thet day, or di4 you ek them up going
over.

As They were with me 'n the timber - ¥ were wounded,
Ge VLo you know when they wore wounded.

As I do note

Ge D0 you know shether it =as before the commend left the timber or while
in the set of leaving tha timbar,

A. 1 think ome man told me he was wounded ss he got outside of the timber
after he was dismounted. ‘

T« Fhat command did you join and whare.

Ae I joined ¥sj. feno's commend on the oppos ite side of the river on the bluff.
- 5
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Qe Did you teke those men with you,

A, Eleven men went with me, two 4id not,
G Vere they woundod men or not.

A. They were well men.

Ge Fhere did you eross the river vhen you joined the comsand,

Ae We loft the vieinity of that 1fttle park end went out in the bend snd
erossed right in the bend,

Ge Did you see the troops which you joined.

As Y@ saw troops on the hill as we orossed.

Qe Yid you see troops below that as you esme out.

Ae After we crossed we started up that little vallsy on the other side before
we started up the hill, end just befors we got to where we could see the
position of the trooys we saw an of ficer snd some men start towsrds us
and we went up, =nd some troops were om the march down the ridge.

G+ Vhose compsny &1i4 you meet.

As I don't know whose compeny: I mot Lt, Varnus and 4 or § men coming to
mest us.

e Did you encountsr any Indians coming out of the timber.

A+ Only five; they fired one shot and we returped it end they rua. That
was all the opposition we had,

Ge ¥hat was the commend doing when you got on the hill, emgaged im Tiring
on the eneuy.

Ae They wore not engaged, they were merching down. They became engaged in a
fox minutes after, As I was coming up the hill I saw Indiane edvancing .
in that direction. :

Cs When you got on the hill was the pack train up.

Ae Yes sir: ae I got up the pack troin was just opposite me.

Qe J4d@ you partieipate in the battle on the hill on the 25th and 28%h of June.

is Yes sir, we wore correled on the hill those days.

Qe Tere you aseigned to any post, if 80 by whose order.

Ae 1 was mot.

Q. Otate whet you saw golag on thuc._
8. 1 could see only part of 4% = in the immediste vielnity of where I was,

Qe T¥here were roll-
A« The fivet might 1 wes in tho center. ¥hen my horse fell he hurt me end
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1 got wet eroesing the river and t
the next day I wes with "A" o :'“ﬂ‘lhumthmuﬂ

“bat kind of & crossing was it vhere you csme over,

It was & steep cut bank, and the water was sbout up to my shoulder,
How was it on the other side.

A aravelly bar,
fiow was the timber,
It was sesttering,
How senttering, -

I esa't tell sbout the timbar, I never thought of it before. I remember
seeing timber snd there was brush on the creek on the other aide.

Fae it dense,

Yos oir pert of it. ill through ths valley there was an ocecasionsl tree
and some brush, snough to concesl s man welking along.

Uié you see iaj. Reno on the hill on the 25th and 26%h daps of June.

Directly after I got on the hill I hed a conversation with Maj, Heno, He
called to me to interpret for him and HelfeYellow-Pace. He wanted to
inquirs about the Indisn cwmpe I celled the Indien up and he went up
where he could look over into the valley. Haj. Ffeomo wented his opinion
about what the Indiens wers going $0 4o, as they had teken their lodges
down. Half-Yellow-Faee said he thought they were going off, and then wemt
away, 4 short time after isj. Resno enlled him back snd esked “"How is
this, the lodges are all up egsin?" They were all atanding se they were
in the first plece. He s+1d he didn't knowe That wes 2ll the conversa-
tion I hed with him on that dey.- '

State whet officer appesrsd to be exereising commsnd there, and stete what
he did.

I was not in & position where I could see sll of the commend: 1 eoculd
see only about three compenies but the commander 1 did eee was Cept,
Benteen on that pert of the field,

“hat portion of the field do you refer 1o, the right or left as you faced
the Indians. ;e

ig we faced the Indisns it would be both.

Usseribe Capt, Senteen's position there; wvhelher on a knoll or hill to the
righ$, up streau.

I should csll it on & knoll %o the right; it would be up the river the

way I wes fecing; .13 would be om my ~ights

ifate whether or not you ses the Indien villege, and 17 so when, snd ko w
nany lodges do you estimate 1t to comteim, end state the fuete upm which
you base your ostimete.
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1 saw the Indlan village or the grester pert of it suy hows I e all
of 1% while I wes on the hill corrsled u:th Naj. ﬁuo’m ﬁnt'ag“m
It was & largs eomp, I think of sbout 1500 lodges. 1 heve seen a grest

meny camps and this wes the largest I ever saw by & great desl,

Yid you see the lodges end the places they had deen.

I zu:ol! %00k an eye view, 'nd oetimsted from whet I had seen in other
canpe.

State how much ground the Indien village covered,

Tret would be herd 0 tell, In my opinion they moved camp the day before

we got there in the morming. It covered a great deal of ground they were
rot using vhen we got there.

S¢ete whether or not in & camp of Indisne they freguently chamge the posi~
tion of the ir lodges. ' ;

Yes sir, frequently after occupying one place for s day or two, they
change if only to get a elesn place.

Did you see the Indlan village move off on the 26th.

Yos sir,

Deseribe the length snd width of 1%, snd how far it was sway.

It wes neerly derk end I could only see a black mass soving away., You
could not distinguish an Indien on horse~back to know it was an Indian,
1t might hsve been 2 =miles long, and probably half e wile wide. They
soemed to be in s good desl of o hurry to chenge camp.

Sg¢ate how meny Indians yoy saw atlseliing Major Heno's positicn om the
afterncon of the 25tk or - 26th.

I eould not jJudge the nusber :mlj by the firimgj you could 50t ses the
Indians themselves. There mey have been four or five hundred eround him
at & time. My experience i they dom't put sll their men in & bunchj

if they heve emough for reliefs they have them, Ihers were emough of A
them to hold every position.

Do you know the point oceupied by Cupte Vier's compsny below Yaj. Heno's
position after it moved down,

Tos wvir.

How fer wae it awey from ¥aj. Heno's positiom.

Probsbly helf a mile; may de more.

State whether during the fight Indisns occupied thet hille
Yo# sir I saw Indiens on it.

Stute if they fired from these into the commend.

I cen't say. They fired &t us from very long range, #md as the balls
wmld fall am-ng us we could piek them up.
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From 811 you saw during thoee two deys or aftervards, state whet was your

estimate of the effective
state how you arrive st nfwl“ foree of that hoatile village, and

1 juige there were 3500 fighting men.
What: dbiyou meen by fighting men.

Zverything sble to handle e gun., I arrive at it 157 mzber of lodgss

the e
-:n:m I think thers wae s lerge foree of Indisne who haé no women
8LONGE.

¥ay you not be consilerably in error as to the nusbar of lodges there.
Yoz sir, I may be,

7ithin what limit would you put it.

1 #ould nuot say within shat limit, I slweys have estimated them at that

numbers 1 have ceen 700 or 800 lodges together before; and I judge there
wers all of 1830 there,

State how many rounds of ammunition you fired there in the timber.
Ppobably ten rounds,

Yrom your experience in Indisn fights how long could a commend of 100 menm
have held out in that timber with six or seven thousand rounds of ammuni-
tion judieiously used, :

1 don't think the Indisns could have gottan thom cut of there at nll if
they hed water and provisicms, :

Cusstions by ¥aj. Henos

When you laid dowmn %o sleep on the morning of the 26th and did not teke
any coffee, you were pretty well exhsustad wers you not.

o sir.

Hot very tired.

Ho eir; we ltad/:a&tm ssrch. Ve had slept #1111 B2 o'cloot_ the evening
before and then marched till probably 2 o'clock and then laid down egsin.

How long did you sleep thet time. -
I don't know how long: I esn't etate the hour we marched.
That do you estimate it ate

Yrobably 7 o'clocke

You slept from whet time in the morning $ill 7 o*clock.

I 1sid dosn sbout 3 1 expects

there were you when Geme Custer gave the order %o Maj. Heno thet you have
stated - at what part of the -al,un.
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I was standing still right by she s
mumtommtnab:nn.ﬂlorthtlm I had helped to

Qs Yas the colwm in motion or not,

Ae 1% wee in motion,

Qs Near whet pert of the column were you.

S TN ek sheet oef the ekl o e e 18 e Sy

Qe V"here was Major Reno snd sho was with him.

Ae m’mﬁo was with him, he wes right thers in front me I heard the

Qe Uas he alone or with company,

ie There wes & porty of men with him, I don't know who, I suppose his
orderlies and sn offiser or two, I cen't say. Probably 10 or 15 men were
with him,

e How long after did you mount and join the command.

Ae 1 was mounted at the time and started right cut. He kept on the trail
and 1 was probably ten feet to the right of him.

Ge Did you have him in eight $ill you reached the ford,

A 1 414 #4111 my horse foll.

Qe Eow close to the ford was that.

Ae ¥ithin 300 or 400 yards.

Qe Did he receive any other orders from Gen, Custer or' froz his adjutant.

4. Not thet I know ofs

Ge« Do you know ﬂoﬁn Lisut, ¥allace ané Lieut, Hare wers with Maj. Reno
on the way to the ford from $hat point.

4e I d0 not kmow. 1 wes not aequainted with the officers except Gen. Custer
Y¥aj. Reno an¢ Lisuts. Hare snd Vernume .

G. You 314 not see Lisut. Cook deliver an order to ¥ej. Reno.

As Fo sir.

Ge The ordsr you hesrd deliversd was from Gen. Custer himself.

A, Yoo slr.

Q¢ Tith whom dié you stop when the commsnd wes hslted end deployed in skir-
mish line. '

Ae Thére wae & Crow Indlan, Oirerd and Charley Reynolds are all I remember.
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Qe Vhen 414 you dismoums,

A. As s00m 85 the troops dismounted,

Qs Vere they with you at that time,

A, They were sround near ms in that swale thare.

G How soom after you dismounted 41¢ the scouts seater.

A mutthna&mthntmsmmrm They had formed in

line and were firing, ¥s wers dlseu
St & shat esing the matter and tho:ght we would

Qs ¥here have you fixed the point et which you dismounted.
i In the vieinity of the fisure 4. ;

Ge Look at this figure "1" and state 1f thet wes not the point st whieh you
end Girard and feynolds ware.

A, This is not my idea of the zrownd,

Ge How far is i% from the poimt *1* %0 $hs point *4* according t0 the seale
of this map.

Ae That is something I don's 'km-

QGa According to ysur hﬂhﬂco of the country what would you estimate the
dietance %0 be,

Ae IS was prodebly three or four times further thac I would maske it by = guess.
I judgs by the sesle it iz 2 guarter of a mile. v

Qe The point "1" is cot the point whore you dismounted.

A, It would be if you took the poinis on the map as correct where the line
wan formed it would de about the same place. .

Ge BHow long 4i@ you remain in that awale.

As Frobadly 6 or 7 minutes.

Qs Fhere wes Mal. Remo during that time snd what was he doing. ¥
As I 4id not see hime —;

e se he in front of the line secording %0 any knowledge you heve from any
80UrCo.

*

A. 1 know nothing sbous its I saw the troope end was wetiching them fire.
1 saw =0 officer snd paid no sttention to their movements up there,

Gh You don't know whore ¥aj. Neno was during that period.
,{T“ “ Fo sir, |
/_'Qq iht 414 you do after you arose from the swale.
L4y 1 topk my horee to the timber and tied hime

D14 you see Maj. Reno st thet ‘bm' T —
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A. No sir,

Q. At what part of the timber did you tie your horse.

i, Nearly streight down from where I was, I
tied him between the gdade snd the “:'m..ﬂid not g0 to the glads but

Ge What was the skirmish line doing during that time.
A 1 could hesr thenm firing at the gh 1 tied my horse.
4+ Heavily or not,
A. Yes, a very good skirmish fire,
Ge You hed fired mo shots had you,
: A, Yes, one shot,
Ge Thet wes at the distent Indinn you spoke of,
Ae Yea sir. |
s ¥hat 414 ysu do after you tled your horse.
he 1 ceme out.
G« To the skimmish line.
ke No sire
(e What do you mean,
A, 1 came right baek out of the timder the way I went in,
% Would thet be in the rear of the skirmish lines
. It would be ths ssms position 1 was in bafore.
Qe hlmtonmgmtnumrhmccummhak..
Ae Frobably § minutes. |
"« Wers the men then on the skirmish line.

4. I could hesr them firing. When I came out my sttention wae stiracted by
the Indisns coming out: I could see them cominmg on the hillse

‘e In consideradle numbers or not.

L r:-utfcrhc. not & great many. |
Qe Did they comtinue to come in considereble numbers.

A« They did not sees %o ;nm i2 numbesr any.

G. What wes the number of Indians on thet bottom oetween the skirmish line
and the ford "A" at the time that colusn retired from the timbere

L3

Ae 1 Con't kuowe
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Ge Have you any estimate,

the park. I don’ £et ay horse I rode the other way into

ool t know whet number had got there, They csn ride pretty

Qe Can you give sn estimate of the musbor of Indians between the skirsish
line exnd "av,

As Most of them got arcund and got imto the timber. They started to come in
from the hills and cume in on the left, That is sll I know sbout 1%,

(o Have you any judgment to give of the nusber of Indisns on the prairie st
the time the command laft the Sizber. '

A. 1 wae not 2t thore at the tims snd ean't tell.

4. ¥pat did you do after coming out, and where did you go and what 444 you
508

ie I sut Gown in a buffelo trail and waited for the Indians to come up.
Ue ¥hat was the skirsish line doing at that time ~ still firing.

Ae They were for ¢ few seconds snd then ceased; after the Indidns got elose
enough for me to fire, there was n: fire from the line. :

Ce What wae the line doing.

A« 1 don't know.

G, Do you ¥now by whose order any change of position was made.
As Yo #ir,

L. How long was it before the skirmish line wes withirawn to the timber from
the time it was deployed.

A, I julge it wap 15 minutes, _

% Wnat 416 you do when the Indiane eame close emough for you %0 fire.
As I went in the timber end untied =y horse.

G. That point vas not as far towards the Indien village as the glads itself.
4. The glade wae between the villeme and =y horses

S« You did not have %o pass through the glede to get your horse.

As Fo sir,

Qe ¥here was Major Reno at the time you went and untied your horse.

A, I don't know. Uhem 1 mounted and rode into the glada I saw him.

Qe ¥py 412 you go and untie your horse.

A, Ihardnot!rimfmthtmopatﬂﬂmwnmmwhtthr

were doing. m
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Ge Fhere were the troope .t the time fa untied your horse.

fe T don't know; when I ceme to the glsde there was thet psrt whieh I ﬂ'-.‘
“e When you untied your horse hed the troops left the timber.

As Thpaﬂluvunonth&rhumhthm

e 2“ you untie your horse and go in there before the troops left the

A, Yes sir, bafore the $roops I saw thers left.

G« Before any of the troops, mo far es you know, had left the timber.

Ae Yes sir. The troops I speak of wer: the troope I sev in the glade
mounted: I don't know whether thot wesdll of the commend or omly
pert of 1%, That psrt 1 saw when I came out. '

Qe ¥here ¢id you see thoese mounted troops after you got on your horse,

A. 1o that glade.

Le Hgjor "eno gave the command dismount when you came Upe

4e Yes siv. I ceme up he was edtting on his horse. 1 stood there a
sacond or two, encugh' to notice what was going ome

0. He afterwarde gave the command mount.

A, Yes cié.

0, How sany troops wers sdout him and of what companies.

s 1 do not kmow of whet companies. 1 judge there wes n compeny in
there thet I saw: I don't know how far they extended out of my sight.
In that glede there ws sll of one ecompany formed.

Ce Can you give an uth:u of the number.

5. I judge there were 50, just guesssing et it,

Q. How near were you to laj. Henoe

A Probsbly within eix feet of him.

<. Whst 414 ¥aj. Heno do when he ordered the command to mount.

4. Ho started through the timber.

¢, HRapidly or not. .

i. Yes he storted repidly.

4. Did he succeed in riding rapidly through there,

Ae Ko passed out of my pight vary soon.

Ge Uid ym have an opportunity to follow him,

Ae There wes mothing holding me from following him.
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Qe Did sll the soldiers follow him = those 50 you spoke of,
4, 1 dm't knows They went out of the ¢imer.

sdge of the timber, ride rupldly without stopping nt the

e Fo sir 1 can't say, 1 started rizht out of the timber, but dié not go
vory fast, but as I came out the men wers going neross the prairiec on &
dead run. 1 don't know where Maj. ieno was ot She time.

(. How far was that from the edge of the timber you sew him start on his horse.

v

A, 1 Juige it was probubly 75 feet.

. Could/Ba8 through 1%,

Le Bo gire

Lo D14 you see Cept, Moylan at the edge of the timber.

he Ko sir, 1 414 not see him anywhore iz the fight.

C. You 4id not eee ¥aj. Renc spesk to Cept. Hoylan, or terry with him,
A, I 4id not,

'e Do you know %0 what compsny the men left in the timber bslonged.

A+ 1 know there wes a men or two of "A" company. 1 oean't state ss to the
others. 1 heaxd them talking among themselves.

. Pould there not be samething on their umiforms or ezpes to show,

Ae Ugossionslly a msn had & letter on his eap, but ihey gemerslly wore what
kind of a hat they pleased, and mot all had thelir letters on their hats,

e Don't you know thet most of then belonged to Cos ie

is Ko sir, 1 do nots

Ye Up you know they bslonged to any other compeny than “A™,

Ae 1 thi k there were men from more thsn One companye

©, What number d0 you fix as balonging to other compenies than "i%,
i, I esnnot tell you eaything sbout that,

“s You remsinec there $wo hours.

ks 1 judge sbout Shat.

Qs Two men were stiil ‘lnﬂ in the timber.

Ae That i{s what they state.

G 548 you know at the time of leaving the tisber they were there,

A¢ 1 418 not.
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Pid you see ¥r, Girard in the timber,

No sir, not in the timder.

“uring the 2 hours you wers in the timber, whet pert of it ocould you see.

1 was right at the edge of the park, and could see from whore I lay into
the park, and into the timber snd on to the hill om the other side.

“0 yu really know st whet point the column of Custer cessed %o follow
the dirsction the column of ¥aj, leno took.

I do not: 1 444 mot look back to see.

If at the time the skirmish line was being deployed the sray horse company
of the column of which it wmae & pert, wes at the point merked **" in
pencil on the map, on the right bunk of the river, whors would that colum
in all probability have been at the Sime lajor Reno Jeft the timber.

That would be a other guees with me » as to ha far they could go in that
lsngth of time.

Fould they have had time %o got %o the poinmt "B",
They would hsve had time encugh to go & mile I think, easy.
“hat is the charscter of the country towards "%,

I elaim that what is called “der's Hill iz the highest point on the

ridge in thets vieinity.

Thet circular mark is to indicate the position isj. Heno took. How far
from there can you see the eountry towards “B%.

To thet highest point = wier's Hill - probebly half a mile down.

How long after Najor Heuo's commsnd left the timber d4id you Meer that
general firing in the dirsction Gen. Custer's body was afterwards found.

¥e had g0t in the timber and hed got cooled down and wre studying up
plens what to 4o to get outs e oust heve been in there 20 minutes,

If ot the time laje. Feno's comeend wss deploying es a skirmish line the
column with the gray horse cospeny wes st the point 2%, in 20 minutes
after lkaj: Reno's commnd left the timber, would they not have had tiwe.

to get farther than "B”.

Yes sir.

if the eolumn hed been ot "2” at the time the skirmish line was ®@ployed by
Kaj. Remo, would it mot have hed time to have done considersble firing at

"B {f thore was any Tight there.

1 don't think there wes any Tight there,

¥ith regerd to the firing you did yourself, were you not very such .
{nterested in hitting the Indian you were firing at, Fas not your etten-
tion wholly called %o your amployment. :

Or course 1 wes intsresied in ~y shot,
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fould you mot have been inmattent
a8 You were firing yoursels, ive %o firing in other directions as long

Ho sir,

Do you think you oould hear the £ :
not been firing yourself, ring of others as well as if yu Med

I wes thinking of the

ST s SIS ey e v
Y0 yu keow whether the troops laid in the edge of the timber.

I could not say.

~0 you know how =muoh smmunition they had.

Judging from what the men who had harses left ir the timber, they had
plenty. They had six or seven packeges of smunition each.

48 the men have in the!r saddle bags more than 50 rounds of ammunition
each, '

They hed all of that, They had more then we wanted,
Did the troope have €000 or 7000 rounis of eartridges.
I don't know,

The estimete you base on what tho troope eould do.with that number of
cartridges would depand on whether they hed that nusber.

1 heard 1t seid that the men had 100 rounds sach probadly 60 in thelr
seddle dage and B0 in their belts, :

You fired more carefully tham the troops and less Treguently,

I don't know edout that, Take 100 men firing snd you oun't tell whether
they are firing alower than you or not.

The firing was a0 frequent you could not distinguish the individuel firimg.
No; I ¢id not see them fire only in the first part of it.

In point of fact how muoh of Eaje Heno's comdmet d1d you see in the timber.
I 444 not see ¥aj. Remo at all only at the tims he left.

While in the timber how much did you see of him.

I saw him give two orders and saw him start probadbly half a minute whils
standing ther» before that volley was fired by the Indisns.

Was Capt. Benteen the senior ceptain on the hill-top.
I believe he wma.
He would be the second in comsand would he not.

I judge so, as far se 1 know sbout military matters.
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Guestions by the Hecorder.

::.m 00t Lieut.“ook have given an order to Maj, Hemo snd you now know
.

He could have done 1%,

How long was 1t after ¥.J, Reno Malted his commend and deployed it t111
the commend laft the tisber. ’ = '

i judge about 20 minutes.

You have scouted that coumtry over; deseride it from ¥aj. Heno's position

on the hill down the stream 1o the place where Gen. Custer's battlefisld
wus. '

1 don't consider it an sasy country to go through shen you get to the
ereeks It is a deep oreek; what we call a bad-land creek, with cut benks
and hard to get through unless the Indians or the buffelo had mede treils
through it. :

How would a commend 'n passing over it the first time go down.

In single file, '

Fould you keep near the river or head it off as the best plece.

I would keep near the river myself,

vqseribs the couniry from thare on. . .

It is rolling hills; some desp cuts, “ut sasy %o go over. It is a rise
I ecall it from thie ereek to the plsce whers Uen, Custer and the =en with
him lay.

Describe the ravine "H" Af there is one there.
1 don't know thut I could deseribe that, I did not pay =meh sttention to
the field. I wes on the hill where Gens Custor lay the next year, but
my busisess wes to secut the country tiroughly for 10 or 12 milee sround
for the men that were naever found,

Guestions by ¥aj. Renos
The ravine you speek of is lower down the river tham "3%,

Thet place sald to be a ford ie st the mouth of e ereek that ocomes in
there,

You were not attached %o any compemy, Wut w=ere on detached duty.

Yes sir.

Guestions by the Court.
"ere you over the field immediately after ths battle.

¥o sir, I wes sent down #ith e compeny of the 2d Usvalry into the Indian
cemp to help destroy whet me left, and that compeny went through the
erask just where the 7th Cavelry were burying their dead, sni then went
back into the hills.



Qe #here did you eross.

Ae Hight under the hill that Gen, Custor lay on.

1 should suy the Indiens crossed thers. P8 -

e D14 you motice thet plece "B* on the right sids of the river.

e I was there the next yesr., I Judgad M'I ves there that shat they
ealled the watering place wes st the mouth of that creek.

+ "hy Go you conclude there wss no fightiag done there.

4. DBeesuse it %8s &0 near to where I was that I should bave heard the firicg
more plsinly. .

Ge Do you know vhether thers wes & ford there.

4, The mext year there wus a good ford. there right in the vieinity of the
mouth of the creek.

Ce & comend moving from above there, how would it get t0 the phu'*m
the bodies were found sfterwarde, with & view to petting & g00od rowt e.

A« It was essy only at one place, where that creek osme in, and they cmld
eross at the mouth of it vhere I wes myself.

. From your knowledge of the ocountry, from the point shers the commends
gepsrated what was the probabls route of Gen, Custer, or have ym any
ides in regard to that? “hat trail do you think ha took, snd (id he come
to this watering place or strike the river lower down.

is I should think they would coms to the river to get aroumd esssy. There

was & peele that led to the ereek and thenm they could follr the ereek

down,

Q. Were thers sny evidences that thet was the treil Gem, Custer's oommand
took.

4. "1 814 not g over i% till the next yeer and can'i say.

¢, *het svidences of fighting éid yx see anyshere on that field sftersards.
i I was not over it et thet umi only %o go weroes the river opposite theres
G. Uid you find any esoldiers bodies over in the Indien village or see any.

As Fo sir,

The witness then retireds

Capte Je Lo Payme, 5th Cave e witnose called by the Aecorder, and being
firet duly sworn to testify the truth, the whole truth end nothing but the

truth, testified as follows:

Quniuu by the Recorder.
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on lesve of absence, .“kf &m onptein of the Gth cavelry, end I am now

Flease state whether you Mav
is known as the Custer batt
Horn ﬂ'.ro lf '0' 'm'

¢ tude sny measuremente of distances on what
lo=field or the battle-field of the Little Big
and whet measurements did you meke?

I male one measurement upon this field, u

pon the 224 day of last sugust.
It was a measurement of the distence from the point commonly knowmn as
the spot where Uen. Custer was killed, to the poeition upon the hill knows
as Heno's position, where he was intrenched.

-

Were there evidences there st that time of its heving Been an intrenched
position?

!‘!’ dr.

inat were the svidences also thet the plsce thet you memsured fon was
the place whore Gen. Custer fell,

It was unmistaksbly the spot shere s struggle had tuken place. The bones
of man and horses were there, and it was the extrems northerr limit of
the battle=risld,

Yhat wes the distomee between those two points as measursd by you?
Fpur milee one hundred snd sixty yards.
How 4id you meke the messurement?

The messursment was mede by practically chrining; thst is, we used
leriats shich were tied together, and the distance was measured off by
stakes, with the exeeption of sbout & third or s holf mile up at the upper
and = that is, nesrer Reno's position - that wae not messured quite

80 sceurately., It was memsured from horseback, night wes coming om «nd
the timo wes limited.

In making that messurement stute whether you measured in a etruight line
or followsd e route which might “e a prectieable route for a eolumm?

It met both of those conditions. The line was prectiecally & straight
line, and at the sese time it wes u practicable route, The deviation fram

a right line was very slight.
74¢ you make any other meemprementa?

Ho other smeasuranents.

Look on this ur snd observe the point "B® near a erask that sppears to
put in there, and state how near you o&ue to that point, and whethor you

gsn fix it .

That watering plece, ae it is called, was not uwpon the line 1 measured.
That 12 et thpﬁﬁ of what we csll Muddy creek. Thet is, it Is s dry
wallow thet evidently, at certsin sessons of the year, is full of water.
It bresks through the bluff, and empties into the Little Big Horm at that
pointe 1 msde no reference to that point in my measurement. My lime,
fron the point where Custer vas killed, paseed a little lower dowm on the
bluffs then the treil, and then practicelly _h s straight lise.
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Did you see any other evidences of that rield of battle st ths time that
you wsre thore?

Nothing exespt the bones of horses and

parts of the bones of the men on
the Custer battle~field, and one or two pisces of human bones that I found
seattered in the gress on the laft bank in the bottam.

Cuestions by Maj. Reno.
“id you observe the river st or about that watering-plses?
Yes, dr. I noticed that. 1 wetered ny horse there,
“tate what is the charsoter of the ground om esch side of the river there.

The banks are not quite no high there se they are at points higher wp the
stream. I crossed the river sbove at two points, The bank on $ither
side of the river st this watering place presents no serious odstscle to
fording. It ie not & good ford, but it is o practicsdle ford, such as
cavalry are accustomed %0 use on the pleins.

What woe the character of the country where you found the huzsn bones On
Custer's batile=field, and state mhether it wes woll edepted % & prolonged
defense, or othorwise,

Extending from the point where Uen, Custer's body wae found, in s south-
wosterly direction, is a "back~bone,” as we enl! it on the plains, very
parrow, and I think about six hundred yaris long. To the rizht, end
tovard the upper end of this "back-bome,” the country fells swsy ianto
slight rsvines end depressions, end more or less little kmolls. The
knoll where Cepts Celhoun's company wes found is sbout the higheat point
iz the immediate vieinity. It commsnied the comntry on asith:r side within
the limit, perheps, of rifle shot, but I would hardly eall it & good
defensible pocition agsinst Indians.

Upon the hypothesis thet there was o very large body of Indiens in that
neighborhood, whet fseility, if any, would &« commend of two hundred men
have for making 2 prolonged defense on that line? Jay there were fifteen
hundred Indians?

¥ell, sir, I should sey their cese was s hopeless One.

Could their resistance be eontinued through any leongth of time?

1 think not, The ground lies so that the enemy, lyins sround encireling
thet position, could fire upon the troops without any demger of firing
into aseh othew, 1 noticed Shat speecislly.

Supposs you refer to "D" and the comntry imtervening between that omd "¥",
The country is comparstively unobstructed through thers. “here iz s ravine
thet does not eeem to be indicated here. It is off same dlstance. It

was a slight ome and would mot afford smuch cover, and in =y opinion hed
but slight reference to the defensidili'y of that poaitiom,

Does the point "D" offer, from tho cheractor presented in 1878, any ad-
vantagsous position for defenso sgeinet o large nusber of Indisne, '

Ko sir, there is no cover for troops.
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Ge Doog ountry betvesn “D gng e present ony faeilities for defense.

A, No sir I think not, sgainst & lergely superior force.

0, Utete AT you mede any test wi

cherged % "B th regaréd to hesring the noise of a gun dis-

when you were nsar thet point of timber at "C".

A, Ko sir,

Ge Lo you know whether sny guns
gt the point “C=, were Tired st the point "E" while ym were

Ao 9nly from hearsey,

s Fhet wae the nature of the ovidence you received that thers had been firing
| at "E or about that point, while you were st "Cv.

A, Fhat I refer to was not at that point, but while descending the hill down
into the velley. 4s I went into camp 1 heard some of the men talking.

I don't even remesber who they wore, but I heard them talking sbout havim
fired guns over on the battle-field.

Ge Pid you hear them,
A, 1 é4id note 1 did not hsar them discuss it, but morely sllude to 1%,
G. Phat was the state of the atmosphers on that day.

Ae 1t wae elesr the first day I was there. It was clear the day the firing
is supposed to have been done. '

cuestions by the Heeorder.
e In what direction zac the wind blowing.

4. 1 don't remsuber positively but I think there was little or no wind blowing.
If thare was it ms 20 slight as not Lo be @ppréciable, 5

C. A4S %o the poimt "B" being & procticsbls ford for esvslry %o cross, do you
mesn to esy it hed the sppearance of having slways been s praseticable ford
or only at the time you were thore.

A, When I use the tarm practicsble ford I do it %o indieste my opinion thet
a cavalry column could c¢ross there, & we eross s great meny streams on
the plains, thet we hud never erossed before. I do not mean thore was
e wall defined ford theras, bacause there wae not, even when I watored oy

horsa there.

« In pegard $o & number of wen on the hill reeisting e large number of
Indisns, and the prodebility that they could not resist long, how long
eould one hundred men with one hunired rounds of amaunition sach, succese~
fully resist sey one thoussnd Indiens? Would they necesearily go down in
thirty minutes, or would it neeessarily last two hours or more?

4 That, I think, would depend upom the enemy, and not upon thes psrticulsrly.
1f the enemy pushed them, I think £t would bs 8 question of s very few
moments, 1 should think it would be e question of & very shodt time, with
as large s body of Indians s= hss been mentioned - between fifteen hundred

and tso thousend. .
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Ge TYou :iﬂ! thot in this position up there there appesred to ba no cover
for troops, and that thorefore this ome hundred mem could ot sucesssfully
meXe any resistence ngainst thnt nusber of Indfans?

A. Comparatively nome, I said.
Cuastions by imj. Reno.

Ge <tate what, in your judgment, was the lencth of time that s column of the

slze thet Cen. Custer bad the place where it wae, end sorrounded smd
attacked as it was, laasted,

4e The estimetes of tho nusber of Indismns renge 8o widely that my mewer
would depend somewhet upon which estimate I took %0 snswer the question.

¢o Teke thet numbor of Indiens whied, upen exeminstion, hes recomsended it=

;clf to your mind as more likely representing the size of the hostile
oTCE,

Le I should suppoee thet thare were sbouwt two thousand five hundred Indians
thers from ths best opinion I gould form from the various sceounte, snd I
hardly feel cualified to saswer s question of thet sors, but I should think
it would take but o very few minutes %o dispose of hie commmnd - twenty
or thirty, somevhere from thirty minutes to three-quarSere of an hour,
supposing that bs hed two hundred men,

The witnese then retired.

Lieut, L. ®, Hare, 7th Cavelry, e witness cslled by the Recorder and
being first duly sworn to testify the truth, the whole truth snd nothing but
the truth, testified ss follows:

Cuestions by the Hecorder.
"« lUtste your name, reank, regiment, snd where serving?

A, My neme is L. A, Hare; I em first lisutenant of the 7th United States
Cavslry serving st Fort A, Lincoln.

Ge  Gtute whet duty you were on the £0th emd ZCth of Jume, 1876; where amd with
vhat command?

A. I wes serving =ith the 7th esvalry. I wes on duty with the scouls under
lieut, Vernum., Lieut, Col. O, A, Custer was in camsand of the 7th cavelry.

2. ¥as ¥aj. Heno with thet commmnd, and if 80 1in what capacity?

te He was with the commend in the espacity of Hajor of the regiment, second
in pank to Gen. Custer.

%e UOtate whether or 2ot Maj. Reso had command of & seperate eolumn on the
25%h «nd £6th of June, 1876,

A, Yo hed gommand of = bettalion of three companies a portion of the time,

Ze U4¢ thet column push ahead of Cen. Custer's colummn? If so stete by woee
order and the oircumstsnces that gave rise to the order,
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Cols Reno's battolion went shead of Uen, Custer's sbout five miles from

m: Col. feno erossed the Little Big Horm. It was dome by Gen. Custer's

Ltate what gﬂi rice to that order.

&y attention had been called to some Indiane shesd by our seouts - end I
spoke to Uen. Custer sbout 1%, He told me to teke the Indisn seouts and go
shead and he would follow. The Indisns refused to go end he ordered them
dismounted, and turned sround to AdJ. Cook snd told him as the Indians
would not go aheed to order Ngj. Memo with his battalion shesd.

L¢ste whother thic was mear the Indisn tepee on that bank of the river,

It was within one hundred yards of this tepee end sbout five miles from
the river.

“hat 4id Ssje feno and his commnd do om receipt of ths order?

They sturted ahbead immedintely et an incressed gait, It mas a fast trot.
How long wes the comssnd in remching the river? -
Twenty or teeniy~five minutes.

G¢nte what the commend 444 upon srriving at the river, ¥as there any halt
or stoppage of the hasad of the colum?

Ihere was & halt of the head o the columm, sbd some of the sen were weter-
ing their horses when I passed thems I wos delayed sometime and did not
pass them till I recched the ford, Whem I resched there some of the men
were watoring end some wore haltad.

‘here wee it thet you first saw any body of mounted Infisns or werriors?

From the top of & little knoll sbous two hundred yards from thie tepee.

1 ssw forty or fifty Indisns on a rise betweeu us and the Little BDig Horm.
They had evidently discovered us, for they disappesred right eway. Fhen
1 cume down %o the ford 1 saw Maj. Heno on the right benk. I merely
glanced st him., He wae stending there.

After crossing the river siste whathsr you saw any hostile Imdisns; if so,
when snd whet they were doing mnd is what pusber.

1 erossed ths stream snd roje out %2 the edge of the timber. lcmld
see same Indisns driving in some ponies down stresa end to ay Joft. 1
was st the edge of the timber long emough to fix ny seddle-blsnket, and
when I mounted the heed of the column was coming out of the edge of the
timber. 1 rode off three of four hunired ysrds in front of the © lumm
and %0 the left, and shortly =fier the commend left the edge of the
timber sxd forued in calumn by bugleecell = that is, 1 heerd & bugle-eall
or » trumpet-eall, The commend moved down the valley %0 withic a short
iistanee of the timber and it wae thore diamounted cnd o skirmish line
was thrown oute Up to the time the cammnd wes dismounted there weres
srobably firty or more Indisne riding uv and down in front ené firing.
As soon as the skirmish line was dismounted four or five hundred Indizns
came out of & coolsy which was about four hundéred yarde in front of us.
Those Indisns moved down to the leoft and rear.
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I could see the top of the
saw probably 400 or 300 t W:“utthump.n of the village. I

éhat poeition did you have in reference te,t& line.

A 1ittle in front and probably 200 yards to the left nesr the foot-hills.

~tate whether during the time you were coming down the valley ssy Indians
were moving out towards Maj. “eno's command that you saw,

They wers riding their ponies sround in front stiring up s dust, sné there
was a big dust in the village.

;::t::;r Indisns appesr to be advancing towards him before the commend

They would ride up and back agsin - dback and forth,

%ag his movement down the bottm opposed by eny Indiems. Yere there any
Indians between him end the point where the commsnd was deployed.

If there were any they were very fow,

fhen the comsand hslted how near were the Indismns to the positiom you
were in.

ot over 300 yarde - probably not over 200,

¥hat wes the nsture of the fir: when the commend halted; from how many
Indians end how near.

ig fast ae thoy cama out of the cooley they opemed fire on the cammend from
their horses. They would ride eround snd fire as they went.

Hiding eround vhere.

To the laft; they would go out ia the foot-hills and ccme dowm again.
s that the primeipsl move the Indlens sppesred to be making.

Yen sire

044 any lsrge body of Indisns resein in fromt of the line,

Yap eir; during the time we were iz the bottom there wore always Indiens
in front - thet is down streasm,

How far were the Indiens and in vhet numbers thet engsged Maj. Heno's
line thst was i- position in the bottom there.

There ware Gifferant nusbers. They kept rumning sbout all the time chang-
ing position, I eetimmte thot thers were 200 Indians is his fromt con-

stantly - probebly more.
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Qe GO om and deseride all that occurred within your remge, in reference %0 |
the disposition of the troops, the orders ziven by Maj. Heno, the move= wul

ments of the Indians, up to and including the time the command left the 4
tizher or woods,.

Ae 1 018 not hear Maj. Heno give sny order while I was in the bottom. The
Indiens worked around to our reer, snd the first I knew that we were goimg
to leave there my men eeme to mb with =y horse and told me they were
leaving. The left of the skimmish line wes thrown back = I don't know
by what taotical movement it wus executed; but the laft of the line was

thrown back to the vieinity of the timber.
U, ¥"hare d4id you go then?

A, I steid in ome place. I esat down on the right of the line mear the adge
of the timber, where I first osme in, snd 1 was there during the entire
times I hed no command, The Indiene hed sll left me, and I sst there,
firing an occasionsl shot whex I got o chanced -

Co Otate If you were &s nesr or nearer to the Indiens then the troops
generally.

A. Frobably s little neerer,

Ce State if you bad as good o view from your position as the others had.

A« Ho I would not have ns £00d a view us the troope farther out on the line.
Ce 4After thoy swept into the timber how then.

L, I would have as £ood a view as anybody,

(e Ltate what notice you had, if any, that the commsnd was going to leave the
timber, or how you happened t0 20.

A, My man, leading my horse, ceme to me end seid the cosmmend was leaving,
That was all the notice I had of it.

0. What would have been the result if yur man had not come to you with that
intelligence &' that time; would you have joined the commend or been
left in the timber,

Ae I should probably heve been left in the timber.
Ge “ho was thet mane
Le Private Clere of Coe "i". Ho wns killed,

G, "hile Haj. Heno's command was at Or mear the timber before you left, how
near did the Indisns spproech it snd in what pucbors. 1 mean i saything
like a bedy or force. .

Ae They covered the ground from sbout 200 to 250 yerde and to the foot-hills
in front snd to the left., They wore seanttered all over ss Iniians Geually .

ETGe

(e ¥ram your position, heving the mesns of knowing what wes going om, what
would you estimets es th- svers;e nusber of Indiens that engeged ¥mfs
Reno's command there. :
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ie They would fire and ride sround end fire sgain.

Qe Whet do you estimste the aversge number firing.

Ae It would be s very loose gusss. If one foursh of them fired constently

then 1 would say 250 were firing ell the time becsuse I would there
were 1000 Indians there. o

(e ¥hat was the chapacter of the firing; did it coms from 100 at 2 time
or only fros a part of that number.

A, Only from m part,
., How many,.
A, 1 would say about £00,

Ce ©otate 1f you sew Yaj. Feno any time after the commend was halted mnd
before it retreated snd what orders 444 he give if anye

ie I only sew him onee moving down $he line sbout 50 yards off. I heanrd
him give no orders. He was then dismounted,

~. From the time the command wes firet halted and deployed as skirmishers
how long wes 1% till the comsend left the $imbar on the retrsat.

4. Between 30 snd 40 minutes.

. @Go on end deseribe what you saw of the movements of the command on the
retroat, from the time it left the timber $ill it got %0 the erossing of
the river, itate everythi g you saw snd hesrd, and svery eircumstance
connected with it that was brought t0 your knowlefge.

i, 9hen I rode on to the bench the three companies were individuslly to-
gether = wall closed up. The compenies seemed to be moving indepandent
of esagh other., They rformed the three angles of s triangle, A company on
one side, U compeny on ancther, snd M company on tha other, and they were
going ot o fsst gallop when 1 Tirst sow them, and I thought at Tirst it
wes 8 cherge; dut after ] had gone some fifteen or twenty yards I saw
they were msking for the bluff, Om the other side I caught up =ith then
at tho crcesing. There was considersbls disturbsnce and confusion thare,
and for thet resson I went below end jumped =y horse into the stream off
a bamk shout six or eight feet high.

Q. Ctate whet the hostile Indisns were doing during that retrest, On which
eida 414 they eppronch the troops if st all.

2e 1 kmew of mone boing on the laft flank. They were scattered along on the
right flenk, from 50 to 100 yards sway.

"« Ctate whether any troops covered thet retreat, if so whet troops s=d by
whoee order. ; :

Ae 1 don't imow of sny.
Ce utlmynpmrtuutnthtmtrriusoh»thxulmmn _

te 1 saw no efforte of that kind,
Yol. 1, pe272 R -
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igs there any affort made at the river to keep the Indisns bsck or wes
it avery ome get over as soon as possible,

There were no troops covering the eroseing that I saw,

there were the hostile Indisns st the time the troops . ero.
what wers they doing. - -

There wers Indians on the right flank from 75 to 100 yards of? firing into
the command as it erossed.

“ge their fire returned :hn by any tmops ot all.

I dnl;'t remeuber that 1t wes.

ir it had been would you not have noticed it. :
1 would,

“tute I any lege foree of Indiane pursuved the troope to the river, if
80 in what numbers,

They were scattersd sll along from the timber to the river., 1

those in the rear, as 200n =8 the command got away, would follow it up,
but after 1 got on the hill I looked back and thers were not & great meny
Indians in the bottaom, 3

fhut becsme of the great mam of the force.

After we got on the hill probebly 100 remeined mbout there until after
Capt. Benteen came up.

S¢ate how that movement from the timber to the river impressed you at the
time - as & cherge, n retreat or & Mmn.

I 414 not think it wes 2 rum, but it was s pratiy fast retreat,

low state whether any trumpet or bugle ealls were saunded in the timber
after the troops took position there, before the commené laft the Hmbder.

I 41@ not hear eny.
“as uny sounded to warn the commend whet the movement was %o be.

If there was 1 444 not hesr it.
If there had been were you in & poaition %o heer it.

1 think I should have heard it.

Usseribe the movement of the command from the erossing to the hill top.
Gtate if you sew MeJ. Heno ond whet he wae g¢oings Yhat arders or ins~
tructions 414 he give et that time.

Ididmtgctuptunntmwnorthmhdmwmm. When
I got ther. Capt. Moylen was completing the skirmieh line. Waj. Remo
was standing thore: I heard him give no orders but Ipo was standing there
shere he could supervise the formetiom. :
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Ge ¥as there an engegensnt going on at the time or had it stopped.

be There were & fov shots heing fired from the Indians on the right benk,
They killed 3 or 4 men near there.

G. Were they killed going from the eroseing to the M1l top or after they
got on the hill top. |

4, Our eontraet surgeon wae killed near the top of the hill, The man I hsd
with me was killed near the elge of the river.

"¢ There did the fire come from,
A+ Ths Indians on the bhm. on the right bank of the river.

Ce ¥“hat was the condition of the camend at the time it resched tha top of
the hill; shether demorslized end disheartened, or the reverse?

A. Uell, the command was necesearily sesttered, but I don't think it was
demoralized, from the very prompt way in which they reallied anéd formed,
Before 1 got %o the top of the hill I heard Lieut, Varmum celling to the
men t0 halt, anéd when I got sher- Capt. Hoylan wes forming his skirmish
line, I didn't hear Kai. Reno say snything.

2« ¥hat would have bdeen the affect on Maj. ‘eno's commmnd, hsd the Indisme
to the number of s Shousand followed it to the hill-top?

" A. I think they would have got them all, if they hed steid long snmoughs I
don't think thay could have got them sll, though, before Col. Benteen got
Ule

G« Do you think a commend of seventy-five men was in e condition 1o have
resisted all theee Indians until Col. Benteen cnne up?

te Yos, sir; 1 do. They could have got smmunition out of their saddle-
pocketa.

0. Was Or was not that commsnd in view of its condition snd lossos less
able to protect itself thers than in the timber it had loft?

4, No, sir, The position on the hill was a much beSter position then the
position in the iimber, .

Ge Then with s loss of sbout 30 men going eeross the bottom, you thinmk the
command wes in & dettor condition them 10 resist the sttack of 1000

Infians then it sould have been in the timber without the loss of those =em.
< v

4e 1 think the difference in the position would more then compensste for the
difference in the number of nen, :

Ge I am not ssking with reforsnce to Cepte Benteen's comumnd but that particu-
ler commné of Mej. Henos

As Yo sir, Thet is my opiniom.

Ce How long, in your opinion, with the assunition Maj. Ruoﬁ commend then
had, could it have kept the Indians off in the timber,

As 1 they had cherged on him the commend eould not have stood it but a few
minutes, but Indisns dom't do that, I think we could have stood them off
about 30 minutes by using the ammmition judiclously.
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Go How much smmnition were the msn ord t | :
genersl in reference %0 the entire mmd : WTERS. QORI

A, As I remember it the order to the compsny commanders was for sach man t0

::rge his belt full of cartridees and snough in his saddle=bags % make
.

Qo You heve stuted you wers in the timber im as clo ‘
e proximity to the
Indiane a: any other part of the command. s'm:m many snEuUn
tion you expended firing ot the Indisns. T o

A. About a dozen.

Then at 2 Ps M, the Court adjourned to mset at 11 o'elock A. Me

Tomorrow, Tuesdsy, Jany. 26, 1879,

L47H DiY

Chiewgo, Illinois,
Tuesdsy :.." M, lﬂl.
1l o'clock, A. M.

The Court met pursuant to adjournment.
Fresent.

Col, John H, King, 9th Infuntry
Col. Yesley Merritt, Sth Cavalry
I%. Cols W, B, Royall, 3d Cavelry.

Recorder,
1st Liout, Jesse X, Lee, Adjt., 9%h Infantry.
Major nino snd his councel wers clso present.

The proceedings, = far ss copied were read and approved,

The Reeorder thenm presented to the court a peper from Frederick
Fuittaker, whieh is appended hereto end merked exhibit No. 3.

In presenting the paper the Hecorder ssid:

wie fsr as I am eomcerned se recorder I have not
considered that I was here as the prosscutor of laj. Heno,
1 have desired to elicit all the faets in the case, whother
they are for or egainst Naj. Hemo, end while I have nt a
very exalted opimion of my own abilities in the matier,
still I feel thst I am - if I may be allowed to sey =0 -
cgupetent to go on with the matter as i tave done heretofore,
bacsuse 17 I had not felt so, I showuld heve ssked the court
before this time for assistance in Shis mattor."

Ja jor Remo replied as follows:

| 2eS
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‘There are many of these guestions that I shall
not objeet to, but in regerd to the requast of Nr. Whit-
Saker to appeer es mesistont prosecutor, I think thst it
is evident to the court that the recorder does not require
it. If the court then thinks or feels that this man, Mr,
¥hitteker, can be sny sddition, sny desireble sddition to
these rroceedings, ther of course 1 withdraw my objection,

- but s fur ®s I con understand the couree of procedure to
be, it is thet the war department designates the officer who
thall have chorge of the eliciting of testimomy, snd I mube
mit thet it is entirely sgainst the spirit of the law, end
against the subatence of this order to pemmit the suthority
given to the recorder, which is not only thet of o prosecu-

tor, but is of & semi-judicizl character, to bo delegated
%0 anybody else. It is entirely apart from this cnse.

The Court wes then clesred snd closed and after meturs &eliberstion
was agaln opened, Naj, Reno and his counsel being present and the d ecision
of the Court wsaz ennounced by the Hecorder se follows:

"The request of Mr, Yhitteker o arpesar before the
eourt eg sn sccuser or sseistent to the recorder will not
be sllowed. The eour: determines that ths matier of the
reseption of the questioms proposed dy kr. Vhittaker shall
be decided by the recorder, in whose abilitles to conduet
the esse to s thorough investigstion the court has the
utmost confidence.”

George Herendeen being then recslled by ths Fecorder, testifie’ as

followa:
Guestious by the Recorder.

Qe w48 you or d4id you not observe any evidences of fesr on the pert of i
Beno on the 25th or 26th of Juse? If so, stete the grounds of ymr opinion
and what the fncts were.

A 1 40 not know that I poticed his countensnce particulariy when I saw him
in the timber. The conversation between us on the 20tk -

(e Just snower thie guestion first,

A. A# I stutes in my testimony the voliey was fired sund this Indisn was
killed, snd the msn who weg struek hollered out eloud. That wes the time
thet averybody lsoft Sthe timber in s grest hurry. I eould uot Judge
whether Wsj. Reno was scsred or not, but he left there.

Ge itate if you know what the sffect of Sloody Knife's being killed hed on
o j. Renoe

Titness - A1l I koow is what Maj. Reno told me,

Us Stste what he told you.

Ae I think it wes on the 26th or the morning of the 27th when Gem. Terry was
advancing up. 1 was nesr to Haj. Hemo, and knowing that Bloody Knife was
killed pesr to where we were in the timber, 1 asked him {f he remembered
anything sbout thet fact. I forget the exact woris I used. He sald,
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“Yes, his Dlood and breins spattered over me.” Thet is ell I heerd him
say, ond the only question I ssked of him,.

Come bsek to the yusstion end state whether or : t off
thut hed on Maj. Remo st the time. «r or n0% you know wha s0t

I thought et the time it demoralized him « good desl when Bloody Enife we
killed in front of him, and that soldfer wms killed and hollersd, The
Indjans wera 70t over thirty feet fro: us when they fired. Then the soldier

wa2 hit he oeried out "0, my Godl I have got 1t." This scered s good
neny of the men.

Did Mej. Reno give sny other orders than what you heve testified 0 at
this plsce - that is, "dimmount” and “mount,” befors leeving?

That is all 1 heard him eay,

State whether he started befor« or sfter the men.

He started befors. Hie horse jumped and the men sturted.
D4 the horse Jusmp as Shough he hed spurs pub %o him
I should judge 50,

state whether you then thought he started undsr tha inflnence of fear
for his own personal safety. If so stete why you thought so.

1 judged the firing of that vollsy and the killing of that man waz the
esuse of his starting. :

Thet is what you judged at the timo.

Y’l eir.

Have you chenged your opinion or juégment since, or do you still hold tﬁ

I alweys juiged and do etill, that that sas what stempeded the cammend "
in there - that was whet made Shem stert. o

guestions by Major Keno.

“het is your standerd of valor, your oWn churacter?

How do you mean? fﬁ

[ [

i

By what rule do you messure whother & msn 18 frightensd or not?

tell, by his setions & grest deal.
In relstion to your own conduct?

¥ell, i cemnot say se to my own conduet al alle I juége of the actions
of men in pleces like theS. '

¥hat length of time -~ put it in minutes or give it in eny wey that
:dmnn time -~ wee dsf. Keno under your observation in the timber?

Ry



i, He was probably a minute. .

Qe DO you form She estimste of his conduct that

A, 1 said 1 818 not notice his conduot w'th regerd to his being seared st all

xummxuormmyummnmatuumm judgment
that the volley csused them %o yun. ke

Qe If you did ot see hia countenmnce ¥hat portion of his person 41d see
on which you formed your estimate? - ge-

Ae 1 Judged by the way he left the timber. -

Qe DO you mseign as the csuse of his sterting the killing of the Indian snd
the wound ing of that aan? : :

L. I..’ .“; I .1‘.

Qe 46 you not know thet he was on his wey toward ths plein with a view of
giving certain directions %o the troope snd thst he would have gone there

without reapect to the killing of that Indisn or the wounding of the
sold ia2? ]

he Ags I said before, I only sew Maj. Henoc as I eame cut of the timber and
rode up beside him, 4is fur as his actions before sre concerned, I don't
know snything about them.

Qs Did you know whet was iz his mind at the time he =2tc0d4 in the glade.

i, Certainly not.

fe Do you know that he hioﬁol. po mstter what heppened, to go to the edge
of the timber tossrds the plain. 4

Ae Certainly 1 did not kpow whet he intended to dos

Qe Do you absign ac the csure of his storting there snd golag to the edge of
the timber the killing of the indisn snd the waunding of the ealisted msne

Ae 1 @14 at the times

Qe * ¥o you nm assign Shet us the csuse. _

Ae I do nth believe thet wae the muse of the stampede out of the timber.

Ge ¥hat was your resson for believing that to be tha cause of Haj. Hemo 5
mounting his horse and going to the edge of the timber. '

4¢ 1 444 notv see ﬁj- Heuo -am his horee st all.

Qs Did you see him $111 be was on the way from the glede to the edge of the
timber.

A, He was sitting om his horse when I cone and etood beside u-.

S. Dia : have an .ﬂhr reszon for thmm he rode to the edge of the
tm:::thn m’hu gseigned - the killing of the Indian end She
wunding of the white man.

b



j. Beleft on n run and the men stsrted in no order st 2ll in estimstion
end thet Tixed 1t in ny mind th-t they were running st tlu.'tnﬁnt.

8. Fhat distonee wes he from the hesd of the men when he left the timber?
Ae Eis horse hed Jumped vhem the nen sterted, but I do not know the distsnee

he might heve been shesd., The men fo :
get out of the timber, lloved him just ss fast s they eould

Qe Do you kmow whether there was eny orgeni:ction after they left the timber?

. Le 1 @0 not know mnything sbout any orgenizstion. I sew the men mske &
broak to get out.

Qe Might not laj. lieno have holted in the edge of the timber with Capt, Moylsn
end ushtgd in the formetion of the column without your knowing 1t?

he -Fo3 thoy would not have had time.
G D44 you mean %0 say he 414 not, sceording to your juigment?

Ae 48 he loft the timber I came out myself, snd it wes less then s minute
ofter when I c:me outs The troops were runiing scrose the prairie, but
I could not see the reet of the eolumn becsuse the dust wes eo dense 1
could not see the men after they passed o certein point.

e You formed your juigment of hias cowardice by the volley that wes fired
thet killed the Indian and wounded the white mem before you laft the
timber?

Ae 1 om not seying he is 2 coward st sll., I em merely stoting how he
from that glade, I do mot like to express on opinion us to =« men's
bravery. 1 heve just given you my judgment of the length of the time it
took him to leave the timber «nd get out on the preirie. I did not see
Maj. Reno stop snd form the command, dut I steted I 414 not see him ell
of the time. L ' :

Je- May you not be mistsken in regard So the periold of time? : .-
A lo. sire = 1 ! - @
Qe Ware you 8o cool thet you could sot be mistcken?
4, - I was not mistoken as %o when I sterted. _ _
e ‘Then the period of time wes o Woment you suv¥ Maj. Remo: ¥het wos done
. was the killiss of ome men and the wounding of =nother; you did not
sse ¥aj. Teno's cousitencnee; snd bocsuse he mude & quick movement to the
edge of the timber you have given ths fudgment you have s!.nnt_r expressed.

Ae Yes siy, thet was my fdea of 1%,

. Cuest ons by the Necorder.

Q@ ¥hem you were there neir laj. Reno, wes the comeend "Forwerd™ glven or nat o
Ae I 444 not- he r nnother word iut" the two commends "Dismount” ond "Mount”.

L
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Ae If it had Deen given the offic
Sihe Saar. 10 -y ers usually give commands I should

G, Might not thet glade mistaken for the edge of the timber. How mesr doss
the glade come to the odge of the timder,

i. The fringe of timber around the glade is not very wide - wide emough %o
proteet o man. The place where I went out was 75 or 100 feet.

Qe At the left of %o glade, how neer is 1% to the edge of the timber,

A It fe right eloes. The horses were drawm up at the edge of the timber
focing the glade.

Qe For all you know thut may have been the formetion of the commnd to leave
the timber.

A, Certainly, I don't know the ordors or what had been dome. They were
standing there,

2. You saw how many men.

As It looked to me as 1 glanoed at it, end it does today, liks a company -
probably 350 men.

Qs P44 you see any officsr thare.

A. I did not notice any except Maj. Henos

Q. ©21d you hear sny order given sfter the volley was fired,

Ae The ﬂu- to d¢ismount wes given as the volley wes fired.

Q. Then what order, '

ke To mount; that was the last I heard.

Q. How long after that till you got into the plainm,

4. T went right out; I 41d not run but I urged ny horse along. 1 was nat
afraid but I should pget through the timber all right. ¥hen I got out
the troops wers running es fast ee they could,

Cuestion by Maj. Feno.

G Two ondere were given by N¥aj. Remo during the time you sew him - Dismount
and Hount. g

Ay, Yes sir.
The witness then retired.
The exeminstion of Lt. Have was then resumsd by the Recorder s follows:

Qe About mﬂrrﬂ-wwttthm“lxnddmmy left
the timber. g
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Ae I dom't know.
Q. Did you bear the firing of the men,

A. The firing vas continusus from the time they dismounted till they loft
the bottom, and they probedly axpanded sbout 40 vounds per mal.

Qe Of those engaged do you mesn, or all.
i, 1 refer to the men ongaged on the skiraish lines

G Now with a cool snd judieious expesiiture of the remsinder of the emwni-
tion stete how much longer they could have remsined ir the tisber before it
would become necessary to retire on sceount of the want of emmunition,
Tete into consideration the smount of samunition the command hed when it
went Int%o sotion and how much had been expended.

ie By using the ammumnition judicioualy it would probebly last an hour longer
though that would depend & great deal upon the sotion of the Indians, .

Ge Ir the Indians had come very much nesrer end the ammunition had been used
judieiously it would doubtlese have dissbled meny of them, '

¢
Ae I judge 1t would,

G+ How long wes it after Maj, Reno's commsnd got on the hill b efore it wes
joined by Capt. Benteen's columm, :

As I think it was adaut fifteen minutes.

%e FHad all tha men gotto the top of the hill whem you got there.
A+« 1 think they were sll there. |
L L-uyﬁumthmcommthn hill as munt Upe

Ae 1 saw seversl shead of me,

8, Ctate how long it was frosm the time iaj. Remo left Geal. Custer st the
teapes till Maj. Peno and Capte Senteen Jwumited their forces on the hill.

ie Adout an hour and a half,

Q. After reaching the top of the hill whet orders Af any d1d Maj. Reno give
you at the time, =otate sll thet you sew end heard with reference to Naj.
Teno's comsend until the close of that dey,

A. kg soon ms we were joined by Capt. Benteen's colusm Haj. Femo sent for
© me and told me to go end find out where the psok trein was, and get it uwp
as soon es possidle. I went baeck about & mils end @ half met the pack
train end told them to hurry up as soon =& possidble and cut out the smwuni-
tion es soon ag poseible and send it ahead. I cume back sheag of the
peck troin. Shen I reported to Haj. Heno he told me to g Capte
Veir who had while I was gons for ths peck treinm to open cammumiestion
with Genl. Custer and he would follow as soon as the pack trein eme Uy
After I dekivered the order %o Capt. Welr I returned to the comman® and
met it coming down streem, 1 suppose the command moved sbout & mile domm
stream when they got t0 & high hill, the higheet polnt around there,
the Indisns returned and sttacked them. lajor Jeno seid that position
would not do to meke his fight on and he seloeted e polnt further up on
the bluff and or<ered Cart., Feir's end Captein ‘rench's compeny %0 cover
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the retreat back $o that point. Re covered the retrest within a few
hundred yerds of the line when Captein Godfrey's compsny was dismounted,
When 1 came buck I came baek with Captain Godfrey's Company. Fis Company
was put in poeition on the down stresm side sné I guproee the others were
on the other side. The command was placed in an eliptieal form with the
horses corralled in the centre. Ihere was very littls firing in the
commend thet night on the line I wee on the men were lying down im position
lying there and tsking the fire of the Indians.

How long 414 it take ymtec go baek after the psek train end _lltloi.
How long were you gone?

1 wes gone robedly 70 minutes.
744 you see the amsunition pecks come wpe

Ko I got back before sny of the pscks cs=me up. 1 rode to the psek trein
and beek as fast as 1 could,

State how long it was safter Capt, Banteen's dommsnd eame up snd united
with HajJe Hono before the movesent ems made that you speak of down stresm
in the direction that Genersl CusSer was supposed to be.

I wes not with the command =hen it started.

Uive youwr judgment of the time besing it on the time you were gone down
there.

It.ua fully three-fourths of an hour,

state 1f you kuow what evidences there were thet Geml. Custer's coluwmn
had gons in that direction, thet you should receive orders to go and tsll
Cap taip Wier to open communication with him. -

The supposition was that Genl. Custer would support Msj, Remo by follow-
ing him up. Heo knew that ho ha¢ not dome thet., Thers was plenty of time
for him to follow ¥aj. feno, and everybody #upppsed that he would attsck
the villages somevhare if he did not follow up he would attuck it somewhwr s
else and thet wee the only other way he had of golng to the villsge and

in sddition %0 thet I heard firing down there.

Mtbo the firing: ¥vhen it was, whore you were when you hsard 1% and
how long 1t lested snd all you know about i%. '

It wes just after Cept. Benteen come uwp with his command, My sttention wes
called to 1% by Captsin Godfrey, He =sked if I heard thet volley, I ssid
yos 1 hesrd two distinet volleys that wea just before I sterted for the
peck train, : _

¥hat impression d¢id it meke on your mind st the time or on the mind of
the commend es fur as you observed. -

1 thought he wes heving « very warz time,

I wish you to state whether or not a genersl movement could heve been vade
in the direetion General Custer wes supposed to be immediately after She
arrivel of Cept, Benteen's coluwm.

They could have left but they wanted the pack train upe



Qe Do you know how many men Captein MoDougsll had with the pack treism.

Ae o had about 45 men of his own and 6 nmen
to I don't know about the others, e Gt A

Qe id he not have & non-comulesioned officer and 6 men.

A, No, sir. A non-commissionsd officer snd § men. more
from the other compenies, S

Qe How d1d his forece compare =ith the force Yaj. Heno hed when he Iﬁt into
the bottom, |

Ay I empeet Capte Nebougsall had about 120 men perhaps not over & hundred. I
don't know how aeny he did have,

Qs How mmy wounded men weére on the hill thers at that time.
fe I don't know,

G. Fers there any wounded brought up cut of the bottmm.

Ae I saw wounded men on the hill side.

¢, ifter Maj. Feno got on the hill did they follow him up or 4id they appear
to abandon the attack on him.

Ae 1 only saw three or foaur when 1 got on the hill when I firet got up there
Cs Otmte if you know where the colwmn was Surned back moving down streem in .
the direction of Cept. Weir - Fhether on account of its being engaged

with Indisns or for some other purposs.

A, They could see the Indians coming from down streem in great nusbers, and
I heard Haj., Hemo say he did not think that e good position to make &
stend, it was very evident we would have to fight for it.

Qe Otete if you cem where Maj. Heno went st the time that movement was mede -
@1d he go to the position Cept. Weir occupied.

A, EHo was going to that highest point when I went eway.
Q. %as that the point that Capt. Weir occupled.

As No., He went to the »ight of i%, there are two divides Capt. Felir went to
the one 0 the right and kaj. Reno went o the one on the left a little
further down stream. .

G. Deseribe there relative positions in respect to the river.

The witness indiested on the map by the figure 5 the position ocoupled
by Maj. Remo and by the figure 6 thet occupied by Cepte Feir,
C. Which was the most sdvanced position.

L« They were about perpendicular from the river, Ni Capt. ¥Weir hsd to go bgek
utumtranMnhmumutumunmwlv
¥aj. Hemo.
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How 414 he join'laj. Reno's command?
He came back and headed off a little Cooley.

Did he come bsck and foin ¥a J,Reno’s colums on the hill marked 59
Yos sire .

State whether or not it was generslly belisved by Maj. Heno's commsnd
or by yourself that Gensral Custer would send ¥aj. Reno's comsand to
attack the Indisns end he himeelf resain ocut of it.

Ihyere wae noO such expsetetion or belief.

dtate whether %0 your knowledge or belief any orders, sdvices =ere recoived
by Yaj. Reno that Cemersl Custer would not support him in his sttacks

1 don't know enything sdout 1% there was nothing of that kind to ay
knowledge, :

Stats whather or not an attack on the flank by Genl. Custer's column would
have been supporting Mej. Reno's ettack? :

That is altogether owing to the disposition the Indisng made. As it was
it was not a support it did not amount to snything.

How do you arrive st that concluaion,
The results of the battle show it.

Do you know just where GCenersl Custer attacked with reference to shere
Haj. Reno attacked.

1 do not,

£tste what othor order thas those you epeak of were given by Naj, Reno in
rofersnees $0 the movement down the right bank of the stream in the
§1mm Cepts Welr had tzken,

1 w8 not there when the commnd moved and 4id not hesr any other orders
except the commend to move backs

D42 the rest of tha eommnd rench the Indians there.

Capt. Weir snd Capt. French were the only ones who engsged the Indlens
t11) withis 3 or 4 hundred ;ards of the Tinel stand. Then Cepte. Godfrey

engsged tham,

How long was it sfter the command got back before the genersl sttack on
ths part of the Indians began thst sftomnoon.

Right eway,
Hed the firing been going on before that.

Yee sir Capt, Godfrey held them in eheeck until the rest of the ocommend
#0% into position.

How long = time intorvened after Cspte. Yelr left to go to that point $ill
the general engagemont began. '



Ae 1t was about an hour and a half.

Qe State after the command had teken position after the sdvance that afternoon

what officer if any gave general directione and seemed prectically to be
in command, and what was he doing if snything?

A. The commend was all in position and there were no orders given there was
o necess ity for any.

Qe Who put the cammend in position.
A 1 &on't kmow,
Ce Who selected the position.

4. I hesrd Capt. Benteen say to 3aj. Heno that he thought thet the best
position to make & stend and Maj. Heno snswered that he thought so $00.

Qe After that commend wes in position were there not offi cers utting nem in
position and meking preparcstions to resist the sttack,

A. 1 saw Cept, Welr, wheon Capt. Godfrey first got in disposing men behind e
ridge and Capt. Godfrey wss sround there putting his men in position.

L., Hed the firing begun,

A, Yes sir,

Ge Where wes Haj. fleno at thet time.

he I ii:'t- think I sav him there.

Q. About that time where did you see him,
. Ho ms on the left of Cepte Weir's compeny when I ssw him,
Ge ‘Vhat was he doinge

fi. Not snything.

Qe ¥hat wes he doing.

Ae Lying down.

. Behind anythirg.

A, Ho sir, there was not anything exespt = ridge.

0. fas thet time you saw Maj. Remo ss you bevoe described sbout the time you
saw the officers getting the =en into position,

A+« No it wes sams time after.

G D44 you see Maj. Reno during the time those offiesrs were putting the men
into poeition es ywu have stated.

4 1 do not remember.

Ge W¥hers 414 you next see Kaj. Heno snd what wes he dolng them.
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The next morning early right

afte
or the line. r reveille he was meking some dimu}.

“id you see him detresn the time you k
e A s you speak of and ths afternoon of the

I 414 not,

ihere were you,

1 wms asleep,

During the entire night,.

Yer sir, I slert all night t1ll reveills.

Vo baeck tO the timber end give & desoription of the timber with reference
to the strean plain snd hostils villege.

There was very little large timber there it was mostly underbrush ths

basin or park was sbout 200 yarde wide, and on the north benk four or fiw .
bunfired yards long where it runs i{nto the river. There 18 & cut bank dom
stream and there i{a ¢ bend on the other zide continuing to where the river
makes this cut bank, in Shis there is a little park conts ining about ten
scros of grounds,

Take this veesnt mt on the map and see if it would answer the description
in your mind of the plsce mentioned,

Hoe It is sll covered with underbrush. There may be & 1little grede I
didn's kvow,

Deseribe the bdeneh srcund the plain whether it extends from the river below
to the river above or how near it comee %0 1%,

The bench runs rizht into the river dosn streame Up stresm 1 don't know
how it was, 1I'm not certain,

Upes the timber widen below thare or doss it narrow into the river.
It must narrow in tduda the river,

¥ith Peference t0 the hostile villsse as known to you then or afterwards
how far was that from there end what view did you have of the village.

e could not ses the village dom on the bottom.

30 up on the bamk. Could you see the villuce from Shere.

You might heve seen the tops of the tepess but I don't thirk you eould.
How far wes it fras the village shere you were.

Probably 600 yards from the first tspee.

How did the villere extend, out towerds the foot=hills or down stresm,
It was right down stresn in the vellay for three or four miles.

State whethar thet position of Naj. leno's cament threatenedfbe villsge.

o It a4, 5&' >
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Gtate whether that position would hold the Indiens front
of him or saround his position. s it 5

1 don't know whet 1t might be, I don't thisk 1% 41d hold the bulk of them

there. I doa’t think there wae ut eny time ome thoussnd Indisns sround
thems

He kept about a thoussnd sround him there.

Yoo sir,

Utate whether or not that timber was temable for defence.

It =az o very good position.

ior aj, eno's command?

Yoo sir a good position for sny commend,

Stete on whet you bese your opinion,

The bench or 24 Teble was five or si: feet shove the level of the perk amd
ren entirely arcund the park and men in behind there were protected

by the edge of the bluff,

Ztate whether or not Capt. Bemtoon with 120 men and Capte. MeDougsll with
about -the same number could have joined ¥aj. Hemo in that timber.

1 think Capt. Benteen could hsve do:e tt.. I don't thick Capte MeDougall
could.

State why in either case.

In either cage they would have had to chabge to get thers and Capt. lhnunn

having the pack-trein could not have charged.

State if Capt, MeDougall did not bave the greater pert of the ammunition
of the command. .

He had 24,000 rounde besides what his men carried on pack mules.
How many peck mules did he have in his trein sltogethers

1 think there were 140,

Vould mot the effect of Uspte Benteen's colume joining Maj. Reno in the
timber been such that 1t would ronder it more precticable for Capte

MeDougsll to get in.

No sir, I think not. 48 scon as they got into Mej. Reno the Indians would
heve ¢losed in around him egaine

Could mot Cepte MeDougall with his commend have kept along the bluff on
the right bsnk of the river along on a high eleveted position.

Yer sir but I don't think he cauld heve got down the bdluff.

¥hy not.

I think 20 Indiens could heve kept him back or else have got hhpgokmhu.
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State whether or not 1t wes known by ¥aj. Reno's cammend that Capte

Benteen was 1n the reer from the
the direction taken, movement made before in the morming and

1 don't know whether 1t was or not,

Did you have any impression sbaut it. Ywu
off with & part of the commsnds knew thet Capt. Benteen went

I 414 not know 411 he $old us thet he had gone off. I left the command
20 miles from the ridge. gl o g

You did not knmow but that Capt. Benteen was with Ceneral Custers
1 416 not kvow where he was, I knew he was not with Hej, Reno.

D4d you mot hear remark by the men end officers where Capte Benteen's
comzand was. .

Ho sir I did not hear a ward sbout them t1l1 I sew them come up.

State whether or not Maj. Heno remsined in the timber till all hope hed
vanished and state why,

I think all hope of support fros Genersl Custer had vaunished,

Support from shat dir-otion?

¥raa the rear for the reason thet he could not have besn very fer behind.
Haje. Renoc and we could look up the =tresm two miles and if he wes going
to support him from thet direction he hsd planty of time to do it.

That beinz the case stute whothar you believe iaj. fono's comand left the

timbar beesuse Yenl., Custer's command had not coms %o support him
whether it left for any other cause and state whet, ;

1 don't koow why it left thers.
What was the opinion of the officers in regard to leaving the timber. .

¥y omn private opinion st the time and my subsequant opinion wsee thet if
we stayed there muoh longer we would be shut in 80 that =e could not get

oud.
How much longer.
Sey 20 minutes.

In 20 minutes sfter the commani left there how meny Indisns were in the
vioinity of Naj. Feno's command. Sey within rifle range or within ome

thousand yards.

As soon as Mal. Heno's commend got to the top of the hill or shortly after
most of the Indisnms loft snd went down stream. fhen Capt. Benteen ceme
up there were 100 or 150 Indiens in the bottom still.

¥hat wer: they doing?
Taking eare of their Jead and wounded there.

Could you distinguish whether they were warriors or squawa’
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They wer: on ponies and I presums they were warriors.

Don't you know squawe ride ponies as well s warriors.

I have seen them ride ponies.

“ould you distinguish whether they were werriore or old men end women.
I oould not distinguish. It was too fer.

“tate vhot the orcers he gave thors in the timber or the movement Hself

there indiected to your mind - whether coolness, coursge and judgment on

the pert of the officer ordering the movement or overpowering necessity
or the reverse. Otate what the movement indicated.

My impression wss that Ma i, Hemo thought we should bdbe shut up in there amd
the best way %0 zet out of there was to change.

How 414 the whole thing impress you at the $ime,

If he was going to get out of thn I thought that the best way to do
it and I still think so.

How 418 the metter impress you st the time leaving the "if* out.

I thick and thought so at the time that it waa the best way %o got ot
of there the best tacticel movement to get aut of the bottom,

You mesn 1f you were going to get out of the hottom that was the beat way
to get out?

Yoo sir,

I wmant %o get »t how the movement in getting out of the timber struck you.
1 4id not strike me as sbsolutely necesssry st the time.

#4th 1000 Indisns sround thet commend ot the time of leaving end goim %0
ti» 241l snd not knowing whather it would get sny essistance or not, which
would you heve considered the most dsmger us 30 stay there or go o
where the thousand Indions could ride you down.

We could see the bluffs very plainly and thet was & better position than
the ohe ws were in.

But if the eﬁmﬁ hat been pursued and sttacked by thet 1000 Indians
what would neturelly have been the result.

They would sll heve been killed if they kept it up long enough.

If 1000 Indisns hed followed that calumn and elosed up upon it how lom
would 1t heve lastad under the circumstances.

1 don’t thi k it would have lasted ten minutes.

How long do you thimk 1! would have lasted it the timber 20 minutes h
that your belief?

Yos sir.
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ctete fram what you eaw of the Indten village on the 25
. or 86 of June
or after, whet you estimate the mumber of lodges it sontained end whst

base your asstimate. fully the evidence upon which you

T was with the bettalion thet burned the tepee poles after the fights I
eaunted 40 lodges st a place whore I stood, and estimated the sres of
that and from that I estimeted the whole of the village., I oatimsie Shat
there were 1500 lodges snd 500 wickiups making & fighting foree of 4000
men and thet is & very low estimate.

Uid you teke into consideration im that caleulstion the entire area of
the village. 3

Tos eir 1 414, but of course 1t is a very rough estimate.
inat 40 you consider its reliability,

I consider taking all the circumstsness together that I s=m not very
much out of the way.

How much nay you be out of the way in your estimates

I may be out but 1 don't think there could be under 4000 fighting uwen.

I masn in the pumber of lodges how much msy you bebut of the wap,

I have no iden.

“ay you be 500 lodges out of the way?

Yes sir, I may be but I don*t think so.

In your ovinion from what you have seen of Indian villages, stete whether
or not the ple ces where lodges heve been is any correet indication of the
pumber of lodges in the village.

Kot if there been csmpad there sny length of time beocsuse they move their
lodges very frequently.

State from what you kuow of Indiens if the tendency is to over or under-
sstimate the number of lodges in & village.

1 don't know snything sbout that.

Esd you hsd experience with Indians befora that.
No sir.

Had you seen large villages before that?

Yos sir, but 1 had no experience with them st all.

State From the movements of Indians in betile thet you hewe seen whether
& reascnably correet estimats of the warriors ean be made in that way.

It ie very 4if icult to estivste them while in setion beceuse they ride
around so mueh they are never still but constently going.

Did you aee the village soving sway, if =0 when and whet wes its length
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and width end how far was it avey from you.

I sawi the village moving out on the evening of the 26th stout two o three
miles away ns the pony herd and whols villuge moved away it was a dark
moving wes. I know I estimated ot the time thet there wers twesty or
twenty-five ponies in the herd. The whols thing ves uoving off end I

could not distinguish whether they were on their ponies or mot. I suppose
the women and ehildren would be with the heprd.

“tate 1f you know what was the conduet of Maj. Heno on the 75 and 20th of
:‘um 1876 in regurd to coolness, coursge and efficiency as commander of
roona.

1 know of but one instance of gallantry which I saw him do, and I know of
no instences of cowardice at any time. ¥hen Capt., Benteen's commend joined
on the hill Hej. Reno turned sround mnd seid in » very inmepiriting wey to
his mem: We have agaistance now and ws will go end avemge the loss of

our comredes.

Fas thet befor: the commnd moved domn the river,

It was when Capt., Bentesn first jolned with his commend,

State 1f you know who ordered Capt. Veir to move out?

I don't know anything sbout that. He left when I was after the peck trsin,

3%ate in your opinion 1f you keow whether Maj. Feno roee egual to the
emcrgency of the circumstonces surrounding that commund snd give the fscts
upon whieh your opinion is bmsed.

1 ean only tell you from the way i1t turned out he got his commend out of
there. I think Maj. Eeno's action saved whet was laft of the regiment,

If you have anything further $0 state in answer to the Question state it.

Ag 1 snid befor. 1 ssw no evidences of cosardice, it is very hari for me
to answer the question., That was the only setion 1 was ever in of any
prominence and I don't know whother he rose equal to the emergency or note
I have not much to go upon in msking an estimste, :

State whether he did or not by his conduet end example inspire M s comuand
with zeal, confidence and coursge, snd stete fully the circumstances on
which your opinion ias based.

His eonduct was slways good., I don't know that I ssw eaything e ticularly
inspiriting sbout it exeert whnt 1 told you. He seemed to be very cool at

all times.

From the place you last saw Oenls Custer's colusn when moving and from
where you aftersards saw the bettlafield state what in your opinion sas
the point Genl. Custer had resched at the time iej. Reno's commend laft

the timber or the bottam.

1 $hink Genl. Custer must have opened his fight nesr shout the time that
¥aj. Remo left the woods - prodably a little before. ¥rom the faet that
the first desd man was found sbout half & mile from the point B,

State whet route Geml. Custer's commend took meer the village and describe
the route with referemce to Mal. Heno's position on the hill, She strean,
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Custer and his command. you saw in regard to the fate of Genersl

1 saw what wes supposed to be General Custer's treil that west down on tie
left bank, ?htirnnﬂnmofthe!un vas a dead uam of "E* Company
probebly 300 yerds, from where the final stend was made there were 28 men

of "E" Compeny. 1 assisted in
el S St burying the men of & Compeny and remember

Dgseribe the other evidences of figlting as far ss you saw them, How it
must heve been from the nature of the ground.

1 think the Indiens wust have beem arcund them all the time the country
was rough and cut up with revines, end if they run the Indiens from one
place they could get from 75 to 200 yarde of them all around; there was
a deep coolay which run into then near 3 with cut banks, and there wes
another cooley over beyond where General Custer wes killed,

ias thers sny chence for the command to got out by charging through.

1 don't know abous that. I don't think they could for some distance back
by the looks of the country. :

Then ths first evidences you found of Genl. Custer's fight =us near the
point "B" where the first dsed body was found.

Yes sir it was,
Uid you find any other evidences of fighting between that end the point "57,

1 don't knos whether there was or not, sbout the only svidences we could
find were dead men.

fould emmunition shells indieete 117
i1 did not sse any of ours.
‘are the -odies you found mutilated or chenged in any manner.
They wore mutilated. 1 don's ixow thet they were changed. There were
evidences on the field of bodies heving been dregged off, but I think thoge
wers the bodies of deed end wounded Indiana.

uestions by kaj. Rende

You have seid you were not present st the separation of the colummns of
Major feno and Captein Benteen fram the main body.

I wms not present.

What orders had bDeen givea Captain ‘enteen with regard %o uniting with
s jor Bentean.

1 do not knows

Do you know whether iiejor Hemo hed any knowledge of ite

1 do not.
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Them in any estimate in which Captein Jemteen would figure with his column
would it not be necessary for Major Femo to know upon what duty Ceptein

gonton had been ssnt, and whetber he had been ordered $o unite with iejor

Under the circumstances it would be very fmportanmt,

Could he for=m sny estimste with regerd to his duty as commender besed on

any action of Captain Senteen'z unless he kn t
- . £ s ew what Captain Denteen was

I thisk not.

it the time Ms jor feno's comuend left the timber was Captein Senteen's
eolumn in sight?

1 444 mfn see him.

Were there any evidences of his spproach?

Not that 1 know of - I did not see him.

S¢ate whether there ie in the river between the point i end wiere ¥ajor
Reno's command crossed to the top of the hill eny plece where o column

of cavalry coming from the right side of the timber could have erossed?
1 édon't know - I never was over that ground,

What view of the couutry does & men have w»ho looks back from the timber in
the direction of the point A,

He osn ses sll the way back to the ford,

What would be about the range of view?

Zbout two milee rmn the timber back to the erossing.

You were on detsched duty, were ym?'

Yes sir,

Not comneeted with any of the companies in the timber.

¥o sir, I was on duty with the soouts but not !zt_h any conpsnye
You wore subject %o no company orders.

No, sir.

You #id whatever your own sense of duly dictated?

I wag under no orders.

How much of ¥ajor Reno's setion in the tisber did you se8?

1 sew him but once, and he was sbaut fifty yards from me then.
#het wes he doing.

He wes going from the park out on the skimish line.
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What part of the perk,
Heer the edge - toward the outside.
From what direction was he coming?

from the direction whers the horses were.

Do you know of your own knowledge of his teking company G end godng into
the timber 10 ascertain where some Indisns in there were firing?

1 do not.

Cpa you give any opinion whutever ss to the correctness of his disposition
of the forces in the timber :nd the coolness of his own behsvior.

I esn tell nothing of his own behavior as thet was the only time I saw
him, but the disposition of the troops was s very good one I thought,

Did you see ony evidences of the want of courcge or coolness among the men? -
I sew no evidencas of fear smong the men.

You speask of seeing some Indlsn lodges =nd & large cloud of dust m ised
by the Indians riding back ané forth on the plain. ‘

Yes, dr.

143 that indicete the presenmcs of a very considerable number of Indisns
thet were unsesn by the cammnd?

I don't know shether the command could see them or not, they could certainly
see the duset, I don't think they ecould see the tepees. o

“hat impression d1d thet make on your mind, did 1t not indicate that there
was a considerable body of Indians thet had not disclosed themselves. .

Yos sir. ZSverybody kmew there were lots of Indiens there.
How far was that cooley in rmt&tummu
ibout 300 yarde.

What bodybr Indisne cems from that cooley?

I tﬁnk there must have been 400 or 500.

State whet in your juldgment wonld have been the effect on the column of
¥ajor Reno 1f he had ecntinued to sdvence in the direction of the villages

I don't think he would have got a man throughe

Gtate how long the eolumn would have lasted?
Not over 5 minutes, I think.
If he dismounted his men he would have a betier chance.

I am speeking of the men mounted, had he gome 300 yarde further mounted,
I don't think he would have got & mam out.
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Does that dismounting and deploying the men in the way he 4id, ©muend
iteelf %o your judgment se a soldier. :

I think it wee the only thing that seved uses

Stete if you have eny opinfon % sive in regerd $0 the movement deeck to
the river and then to the high lands beyond - whether disorderly or not.

There is ecertainly more or less disarder sbout s esvelry o lumn moving ot
& fast gaif, but 1 don't think thet oommend vas very much demorslized when

it 2ot on t0p of the hill becsuse when I got there the men were halted in

column, they were going into line - the men were moving imto line without
any difficulty whatever,

%ould that be the case if there had been demomlizetion in the timber or
plain. ¥ould they recover themselves with that repidity.

I never saw a dexzoralized or panic stricken set of men; but I juige it
would be difficult to get them in order,

You went by Najor Reno's order for the pack train?

Yeos, sir,

4nd returned without waiting for the paeks?

Yes eir.

By whom were you sent to join Captain Veir?

By Eanjor llenoe

Ceptain Welr's company belonged $0 Ceptein Benteen's column

Yes, sir.

That column hed not been under fire?

Fo sire

State whether Mgjor Reno lest any time sfter the pack trais eeme up and
the smmnition had been replenished and the vounied men were properly
eared for in moving ~ie camend in the direction in which Genmerel Cust
and bis men were aftersards found? :

I cen's say, becsuse &s s00n 8 I gOt dack from the pack trein I went to
Captain Seir nnd shen I ceme beck I met Major Heno going down, He ecould
not have lost much time or he would not have been at the point whers I
mnst him. . -

How fer d4id the colwmn und °r e jor Hono go down the river in the direetiom
thet Ceneral Custer was found? .

I think sbout & mile. It may de & little mors. My estimste of distances
mey bs vary insceurste.

To whom d14 you comsunicate what Captain Veir's compeny wee doing?

To Major Reuoe
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:::t:nmn did you ftu Hajor Reno, 1f anmy, for Captein Weir's cessing

when 1 returned I told ¥ajor femo rols
; W 4 v Ongts Jor vhat Captain Weir had ssid $o @ end I

in Weir coming - joining the columm.

That was the mnc;n of Captsin Welr's ¢
of Genaral Custer's battlefield, easing hie movement in the direction

The whole country in front of him was covered with Indisns.

Were the Indlams in such nusbers as to rend t
any further sdvence, . - SN Mpaes for M % f"ﬂﬂ

There were probably 1500 Indisns in sight at the least caleulstion.

“as the cheracter of the country favoredle or mot for the conceslmsnt of &
larger nusmbar of Indiens?

Yes, sir -« very favorsbls,

1
3 -

Fith regard to selecting & plsce where the column should make & final stand,

state whether % is not custommry for an officer second in command to
consult with the commending officer in regard to questions of that kind?

I don's know, I think that depends & good desl on the commendi g offécer
himselfs .

Would it b%e any evidence of commrdice or indeeision for Hnjoz; Heno %0
have coneulted Captain Benteen, or to have received suggestions from
Cepte in Senteen in regard to the selection of & place to meke a stand?

I $hink not.

And the selection of the plsce was sceording to the beet judgment of the
commend ing officer snd the second officer in command.

A11 1 heard sbout 1% was this conversetion before the position waz tasen.

I wigh you to speak now with reference to the ¢'aracter of the river at
the point B, and stete whether thers wee an opportunity for a command to
get from the right benk of the river to the left. -tate shether the danks
were such as to make a good erossing.

it was eesily forded, The entire commani pessed down t0 water there.

The approsch of Major leno wes slmost directly on the printed line on the
FRPe

Yea, sir. "o went there on the morming of the 28th.

State what wes the condition of the banks on the other side. Did they
present any obstatles to & ford? :

Very 1ittle, On the right bepk 1t was a grevelly botwom. On the left benk
i1t wae a little doggy but mot =0 much se to prevent it being e good '
croasing,
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State if there were any evidences indie=ting to your mind thet any engage

ment had tsken place ot the point 3 or betueen point
where Ma jor Reno mede his stend. — e

Hone,.

Otate whether the point 2 did rot afford as
. oy £00d & place for fording that

Just ebout as good,

How far fram the point 5 were the firet desd bodies found.
I think sbout half a mils or & 1ittls lese.

\

"hat evidence did the position of the dead men present to your mind of @
prolonged struggles. . ;

I don't know anything kbout that. 1 can't say smything in particuler sbamt
the appearances.

Gtate whether you found any men in skirmish line except those sbaut Captein
Calhoun,.

I 416 pot see his compeny. Lieut. Omith's wes the only one I saw and 28
of his men wers in & cooley.

Did the position of those men indicate a prolonged resistance.

It indicated skirmish order. They were sbout at skirmieh intervals,

Ag far as you know the positicn of the men and the echarscter of the country
where they wers found can you give any judgment whatever with regard to

the probable length of the struggle those men under Gemersl Custer made
agninst the Indiana,

1 don't think it lasted at the outside over three guarters of an hour,

Utate in regard to Major Heno's conduct on the hill, 0id you see any
indications vhatever of cowardice?

1 did not,

State whether in your opinion he was wanting in any particulsr in the
proper disposition end control of his comesnd?

1 think mlmm was under good control and the forees well disposed -
the best thet could de made under the circunstances.

%ere not his duties st each part of the comasnd such that a general view
could not be obtainmed of the conduct of the Commanding officers st sll
parts of the command,

Yes sir. You could not see him from all perta of the command.

Might not the commending offie-r be fully dlseharging his duties without
being seen by all the officers in that engsgement,

They could zot sll have seen him at the saze time.
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ﬁu have been asked a question as to the effect upon the

cammand when re-
tiring from the timder if & thousend Indians had olosed up on it. Fas
not the number of Indians conatently incressing.

I don't know ebout thet. I hardly think they were.

#as 10t one Of the purposes of retiring from the timber to mnli'o
pravent those Indieme from cloeing on the command.

1 suprose it was,

You sald you belleved that some of the men had fired secording to your
Judgaent about forty rounde. o you think that the aversge number fired.

Yos sir.

State whether the pack train was on the laft or right hand side of the
river.

It wes on the right hand,

Do you know whether 1% was undarstood or supposed that it waullé join ¥a jar
Reno's comuand?

1 do not know.

Then there would be & third element in the question that is whether the
cammand could make a combination with the psek trein?

Yes sir.

The Indians did not leave until after ke jor Hemo had retired from the
tisber?

Ho sir.
How long was ¥ jor lemo in the timver?
Setween 30 and 40 minutes.

“het period of time elapsed between the crossing st 4 and reaching the
timber, :

Lbout 16 or 15 minutes more.
inat waa the total then?
It would be betwee: 40 ani 55 mimutes.

Then shatever diversion Mejor Heno mede sgainst the Indiems occupled 45
and 50 minutes?

iAbout that time.

If at the time the linse was deploying in skirmich form, o column had been
paszing at the poimt 2, would it not have had more than time to have
mcunhrmwwm'-n-nﬂhﬁthm ;

I think it would have plenty of time to get there.
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If = column wis ot the pofnt 2 whem Major Remo deployed his skirmish line

and the colum wes woving torerds B would 1t not hove reached thet voint mmeh
socner than the Indiems on the laft dank im the neighborhood of ¢ could have i
get thare after Najor Remo retired from the timber?

Thet would depend on a good many eircumstonces.

How much start would a eolwmn have, being ot that point when the line was deing
dsployed, ia reaching the point B over the Indisms whe 442 not lesve C wmtil
¥ajor Hemo retired from the timder?

The column would have the 50 minutes that we wore in the tisber.

het order, if mny, 414 you hew Major Remo give in the timder?

I 414 not hear him give smys -

714 you mot Fesr hinm give any in relstion to the deploymenmt of the skimmish ldme.
xmnwmm.mmummi. I wes by mveelf, ‘

what orders, if sny, 414 you hear Major Rero give on the hill other than you
have already stated, I

Yes, I said yesterdoy I 414 not hesr Major HZemo give sny erders vhen the line
wae being deployed. I em mistakemn, I have refreshed »y memory and I 4id hear
hin give ordors sbout deploying it =hen being rallied on the hill,

Eow goon was that after cressing the river? - |

It was just as I got on the top of the hill.
Hwas 1t fmmedistely after the retreat from the timber?
Yes sire - |

You heard Hajor Hemo giving orders for the dlsposition of the troops in prover
military form®
Yes sir, I heard him give orders about the disposition of the men in skirmish |
order. ‘
Dldmmltnohhjwmmrui&nmwﬂ firing in the
of Geperal Custer's battle field?
Ho sire

Questions by the Recorders ;
You state thet the Indians were in front of Vejor Hemo's colum in & cooley

and when the command halted they csms pouring out of the cvoley. Could Najor
feno see there wore Indiems in that cooley whem he halted? |

Ioah'.Imltnﬂm:&-w}xmInshumw;n!ﬂu...
he was.

D44 he halt before tho Indlsns emme out of the ecoley?
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G, Otate if you know why he halted the commmnd then snd there if he 414 mot
know there was that boiy of Indiems in front? o

i, I don't know,

¢, State whether it is expected of an officer in cammsnd of s column o rdered

to cherge the Indiens that he will know all sbout th particular features
of the ground he will heve to go over? , : "

L. Not nscessarily,.

Ge On the contrary has he not got %o make the charge to fim ot what is there.
he Thet would be the way I would do it.

Cs U0 you know whether Cemersl Custer's trail came nesr to Major Rno'i
position on the hill, g

4 I think 1t must have coms yretty elose %o it,
G« ¥hy so.

A, Thut was the dDest way o move dowm lil.at divide and 17 he was seén on the
hill as I have heard, he must heve psased close by that place.

C. Could not the commani have been essen $through a notch in the bluffs at &
point further down than that,

Ae I don't know, I don't think it coulds I think the ridge next the river
: iz higher than the ground baek of it some distence.

G« Howmas it farther beok up the river?
A, 1 think they could have been seen. I = not certainm.

G, D48 you see sny evidence of Cemeral Custer's trail coming mear s jor
Reno's position on the hill?

L¢ 1 414 nots

%« Wou state the ford B i1s as precticable as the ford ij which is nearast
the hostile villace B or A7

Ae 5 is right st the villege = right ecross in the bend.

Qs In regerd to the sevarity of the fighting on Uenersl Custer's bettlefield
did you see eny evidences thet thore was hard fizhting there or the

eontrary.

5. 1 think there 'ust heve been very hard fighting espeelslly where Genersl
Custer fell.

Qs You think there was & hard struggle? ‘
A. Undoubtedly there was a very hard struggle. I found a few shells,
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Po you or not know 1% was the hebit of the Indians to pick up those shells?
Yeo oir 1t is.

You heve been ssked in roference to e colum being sem et the point 2 at
the time e jor lemo was deploying his men as skimsishers. Hed General
Custer sesn Najor Heno deploying his colusmn at that plsce would he have

had ressom t0 believe or to suppose thet Major R treat from
thers in 30 or 40 minutes, .

g:dmu vory easily see thet thore were five times as meny Indisns ae we
mele 3

Could he see into the timber and into the eooley beyond.

If he sev them after the line was deployed he saw the Indisns come out of
the cooley.

if he sav that commend in the met of deploying would it be any indication
in Generul Custer's mind of the nusber of Indians in front of them.

Imnediately sfter Msjor Feno dismounted, those Indisns come out of the
cooley and if he had beon there he could have seen them come oute

iven if that wes the case would he have any resson 0 believe that Major
Feno would retrest from that position in 30 minutes knowing thot he hed
100 rounds of mwmnition per man?

1 don't knov about that,

f¢ate whether or not Geansrel Custer ss commending officer would have pre-
sumed that .ajor Heno would obey his order unless opposed by s greatly
superior force and then if he could not obay the order that he wauld re-
main in that position in the timber,

If he gave an order as comsanding officer I suppose he, as all other
commanding officers, would maturally suppose it would be obeyed if possible.

The command havinz got into that position ‘sould he not expeet it to remain
thare s long as !t possidly eould?

He would naturelly think they would etay there if they coulds

1f Major Reno with 100 men co 1¢ gat eway from 1000 Indiems erose & river
and elimb s hill, could not Gemerel Custer with his comuand by leaving his
dead and wounded, fly the field?

.1 think he could,

Questions by Malor Jeno.

When you tpen'at the struggle on the pank of the river do you mesn thet i ¢
wag 8 prolonsed one. :

Wo sir I think nots ‘
Uges the point 2 afford a view of the Indisn encampment below on the plain,

No sir, 1 dom't think it does.

U imes t:is point & little lowar downe
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You can see & paft of it from thers. I can't tell amything abat this
point 2 from the map. There is a point some distamece bhelow where Major
Reno mede his stand from which you cen see the upper end of the village.

If Ms jor leno was %0 be supported fras the lower side would the ford B
be the proper place to do it.

You would have %0 go through the villege to him end I think thet would be
a poor place.

“as there any ovidence of sny more determined stand at B then there was
on the part of Major Feno at the point O,

About the onl  evidences are decd horses and men and I 314 not see any &t
the point 3,

Ques tions by the Court.
D4d you eross the river at B,
I aiq, -pcrmlh. The command did not.
The witness then retired.

Then at 2 o'clock pems the court adjourned to mset sgaipht 11 o'elock

.M, $0mOrrow, “ednesdsy, Jamusry "9the

- approved.

154k DAY,
Chicego, Illinois
tednesdey, Januery 26,1879
11 o'clock a.m.
The Court met pursuent %o ad Journment.
Present
Col.Joln H. King, 9th Infantry
Col. Tesley Marritt, S5th Cavalry
Lt. Col. ¥, B, m’ﬂn' “a c.‘.l"
Recoxrder
1=t Lieut Jesse i, Lee, Adjt., Oth Inf.
&je&_m and his counsel wore also p:uint. ‘

The procesdinge of the last session e far as written sore read and

.

Lieut. Charles De Fuiie, 7%h Cavalry, o witness eslled by the Recorder

and being first duly sworn %o testify the truth the whols truth end mothing

butthe truth, testified as follows:

m.l.’o“



Question: by the Hecorder.
go tate your neme, rank, reziment and whore serving.

2o Cherles de Rudio, lst Lisut, 7th Cavelry, serving now st Fort Mesde Dear
Sutte. =

Q. ©Gtate what duty you were on on the =5th of June 1876 under whose command
sarving as commending officer.

Ae 1 was sttached to Company 4, 7th Covalpy, serving under Gemersl Custer.

G. Otste if you were under commani of ajor feno as commending officer that
day, if 20 where mes it his commens marched shead of Uenersl Custer's
eoluzn on that day,.

te Gn the 25th of Jume sbout 1l or 12 o'clock the command of Genersl Custer
wes divided into three battalions, OUne wae put under command of Capte in
Senteen, the ranking Ceptain of the 7th Cevalry, three other compenies
were put under comasnd of ks jor Heno of the 7th Cavelry; I delng et tached
to one of ths compenies of his buttalion, served with him.. ¥We followed
down 8 ereek that emptied into the Little 2ig Hom, on the loeft hend side
of the creek, the creek running east end west and Ceneral Custer with
five companies following parallel with us on the right hapd side of the
erasek for seversl miles. !'retiy soon we resched & vacuted village where
there was & tepes with some desd Indisns ineide, 7The impression was that
the Indisns had left that villege very suddenly not long b sfore, Ve
passed that sbandoned village st o trot. Ve were woving in column of fours.
I wae in the centre of the battelion.

G. Fge that the place whore la jor “eno's comaand marched shead of Usuersl
Cuater,

A. Yes air, Genersl Custer diverped hia commend to the right a fter we passed
© that village, That was 4 or 8§ miles from the ford.

Ce How far was thst tepes from the place where iajor Aeno eroszsed the Little
Big Horn, ‘

ie About 4 or 5 miles, ¥e were going st s trot over a broken country.

Q. How long 444 it take you %o reach the ocrossing from the time yoybessed
that tepes.

4, Probably helf sn hours

.C. 70 you keoow whether Mejor Reno guve any orders or instructions to the
eomnend going to the croseing.

la I m _lﬂﬂo

purpose.

4, The thet I remember. 1 resesber that liajor Heno was the
t::::::::::hi:umﬂm. My horse was stubborn end would not go
ntomrtmulymthnMuﬂﬂuhmntomﬂurh
splaghed weter on kajor ieno end after 1 got soross 1 could not hold ay
horse for sbout 100 yerds. 1 there checked him ond weited $ill the company

CEIE@ UPe

0, ‘State if you sew the hostile Indisne before ¢ rossing.
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I sew a few.
vhere d4id you see them,
Going down the cresk in the bottam.

About how uany.

I can't judge very well. I was not in position, I was in the middle of the
Uom-

Did you see them befors you erossed the river.

Yes, just after we passed the abandoned village. W th
b -4 ag e supposed they belonged

How nesr to the erossing of the river were you when you saw those Indians.
I can't tell, it wae very near,
Lid you notice what they were doing?

No gir. Gome of our Rees were ahead too snd those Indian scouts seatter
all over the country.

Tell all you imow about the advence of ¥ajor Reno's column from the time
it orossed the streem $ill it reached the point where it halted snd wes
deployed es skirmishers,

ig soon a8 we clearod the wooda on the other slde of the river, Masjor Remo
called the battalion into lime of Bhttle. is socon as the line was formed
Major Reno moved them at a gellop. ¥a jor Aeno was ahead of me probadbly

10 or 15 yards. Msjor Feno was countinually checkinz the menm, keeping the
line in good order. Ve probebly salloped 2' miles eeross the plain = it

wae sandy and full of sare brush, rather difficult for cavalry to go throwh.
¥hen we had got near to the woods on the right han! side of the line I

hesrd some bullets whistling but not the noise of the explosion. In front
of us there was an immense dense dust and we could see the shadows of

zome Indiens in thet dust. Pretty soon Major Neno geve the command to
dismount and prepare to fight om foot. The battslion halted promptly snd
dismounted and deployed very nieely. It surprised me much ss there was a
lot of reeruits smong tham and many of the horses ware gresn. The battalion
deployed, the right of the lime at right angles with the woods.

You say you sew iajor Reno checking the men coming dowm. ¥het horses do
you refer to.

For instence the horse of the right compemy were rather unruly and the men
could not check their horses -~ ome or two I noticed myself.

Yore the horses generally pretty frisky.

They were rother exeited thay had never seen such service, and horses
generelly set excited after galloping a mile or two.

After lajor Reno's commend erogsed the river state if there was any trumpet
or bugle call esounded going down. .

Kone that I heard.
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Qs ¥hat were those Indieme that you gew in the & »
. e ust doing - adveneing towards

As They were rumning eround reising a dust,
Qe Vere they advencing towarde him «t the time he halted.

Ae Ko they seemed to be standing waiting for the commend to come upe
0. How far was that from the line?

A 5“”0”6.0

Ge ~tute the geit =t vhich the command moved in going over the bottom.
Le The regular gait was at a gallop soon after ve cleared the woods,

0. How long d1d it tuke you to go from the erossing to wheras ths commend wes
deployed,

As The distance wae about 2 miles and went et = gallop. I think we were 12
or 15 minutes,

Ge "hen was it the Indians opemed fire after you crossed. %as ithm you
halted or as you were in the zct of haltinge ’

Ae ESome bDullets hed whistled past before.

e Few or many?

A, 1 heard several shote.

Qe Did the command halt right away after that?

Ae Yenm gir right away, as soon as the camand was given.

(e Go on from the time the commend was halted there axd deseribe in your own
way, esrofully, all that ocourred to your knowledge az to the movemente
of the Indians and of the trcops, what orders or imstructions wers given
by Major Remo, stating all you know about hie conduet up 9 the time the
comnand laft the timber or woods.

Ae As 800 ae the line was deployed as skirmishers some Indians began to come
out of the dust end started on their right end our left on the high bluffs.
They came all round end pret$ty soon efter came on our flanks. The skire
mish line advanced 75 or 100 yurde during thet fire and then the fire
being on that flenk it turned, Our carbines d4id not carry that fer, the
bullete were striking short of the Indisms. The Indiens must heve had

«  pifles as their bullste reached our line. They continued % ocame out in
lots of 3 or 4 or § together, FPretty soom their fire wesell around us
on our front left end reer, the only cside there was no fire vas on our
right next the woods. Probubly the skirmish iine remained sbout 10
minutes there and during that time I saw ie jor Heno sncouraging the mem.

Ge Leseridbe the act of encouragement.

A. He stood in his position that he ought to be in, end directed the men to

direct their fire properly and steadily, ete. Fretty soon Lieut. ¥allsce,
as we wers sitting together, called my ettention to the Indians coming in
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on the other side of the woode. I sterted right down a 1i%tle path with
5 or 6 men on the right of the lime, to go and see. Thet wods mokes a
kind of horse-shoe shape. There was & resular beneh or bank snd then
another woods that continued nesrly to the river where Major Eeno era sed
over. ihe skirmish line wes formed et right emgles to the woods. They
halted e 1little farther down end edvenced sbout 75 or 100 yards, Theve
was a elearing inside in which there were some tepee poles and some meet
drylsge 1 came aoross that end saw some Indians through the woods.

7as thet looking down stream or up stream.

Down streams ¢ were facing the village. 1 etood there probably 10 minw es
with my mem. ~e were fscing the Indians coming through the woods up stream,
Probably 10 minutes sfter we were there the trumpeter of my eompany brought
up my horse end seid Lieut, here is your horse.l said I don't want my
horse. 1 w2s then standing on the bank of the creek. The men said: they
are going out and the men I had with me imsediately mounted their horses.
1 tried to check them but they sould -ot listen to me dut pushed on through.
I stopped =t the creek trying to keep the men stesdy as the last man passed
we. I noticed the guidon of the company on the bank of the crewk and I
$0ld him to go get 1t before he vent ots The man sid it was too hot
there for him and continued on his way. 1 thought it was not very bt end
wont and got the guidonm myself., It was not more than 40 feet which I had
to go backe I erawled up to the top of the bank and grebbed the guidon
and there were 20 or 30 Indisns coming not more than 40 or 50 yards from
me scettering us thay saw the head of my horse over the bank, They fired
s volley st me, The bullets came whistling sbout me and 1 dropped down.

Sy that $time hed the comman? all got out as far as you know?

Yos sir, those thet were with me the woods were thick and dense and 1
could not see the men very far,

Had the command goune at that time.

The left was going outs

044 you hesr sny bugle or trumpet calls there in the timber.

No sir. :

ﬁcﬁiﬂ you have been likely to heve hesrd them if they had been munied.
I think 80.

04d you soee Maj. Reno sbout the time the commend laft the timber.

No sir.

D{d you hesr eny orders given by him.

Fo sir.

‘#utmaﬂuﬁu omtémmmmthomlw.

sl I had seen Lisut, Hodgson a fow minutes before he said M s horse
::s -:'mm and was leading him, but I eould see no woumd and told him 1
thought it was @ spent bullet.

You saw Maj. Feno on the line.
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g Tes sir and after thet I did not see him sgain.
. Qs ¥hat position was he in on the line?
A, He wes standing on the skimmish line.

Qe mﬁ‘lihﬂﬂldﬁimﬁthmm"mﬁ were leav t
timber. ‘ere they demorslized or not. g by

E A I eould not tells "hen I got back agein on the south side of the bank up

the eresk - when I got the guidon I struck through a dense woods I could
not get up there, :

Qe You tried to stop thoss menm were they demoralized or not?
Ae It appearsd to be a panie.

Ge How do you jJuige it to be & panice

A. BHecause they would not obey my orders to stay there.

Qe How meny Indiens did you see at the place you speak of coming up thragh
the timber. s

ke At thet particular place probdably 30 or more. I could nt tdl the country.
was full of woods and they may have divided.

Lo You spoke of Indiens that pessed on the bluff to the left, How meny
Indians 40 you think you saw passing sround there.

ie Probably 100 to 150, not eltogether 3, 4, and 5 at s time. Thay were
continually going across.

Ge Luring the first half hour did the Indians come to Ma jor Herno's front or
m. m “' m.

A, Some of the Indisne ceme within 2 and 300 yards.

G« In force or body.

Ae Yo sir - seattering as they alwmys do.

2 4bout how meny 4id you see?

Ae I only saw a few. They csmo to our laft over the bluffs but they were om-
stently coming through and thore wore evidences of the Indiems eoming
through the woodse

Ge Of those you saw 30 or 40.

A, Yes sir, thet was in my immediste front.

Qs Looking down stream.

Ae Yes sir.

Qe D44 those 30 or 40 Indiane come down to where le j. Aeno was?

A Tmcmumoft_hhnkmd-hnihumnuﬂﬁmlnuckam.
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the thick woods end unless you '

g%t s path b
is s0 thick. ¥hen I had €°% only abaut half
Ph«vhmlwokth.munmﬁndm et 0o
That Ina after the men had left,

Yeos sir.

¥hat 1 went is befors the men A6f% - What Indians did you s ee ccming in.

It was tho same party probably 2 or 700 were firing ot us and we fired
back egaine

A% the time Nal. Feno'sc commend left the timber had the Indiems got into
that bunch of timber where Maj. fleno's command was.

No sire 1 don't thi:xk any Indians had got in that timbder at all.

“tute if you know what had becane of the large number of Indiens that

were around ¥aj. feno's commani after e left the timber and where did they
&0 : :

Ugon aftar he left the timber and reached the hill the firing camenced m
the other zide of the villege. I heard immense volleys of firim and

more than helf the Indians arocund ke j. Reno left. Part of them vent m

the higheet bluffs and part went down the river. Some of them picketed
their ponies under the dluffs and lay dowm flst watching ¥s j. Reno.

Fran the time Me J. Feno deployed the mem down in the bottom how long wes it
before the commend left the timber.

1 judge it was 20 or 25 minutes perhaps half an hour.
How do you fix the time,

I had a watch, ond ae I was left bdehind I wae anxious to kuow what time 1%
wee. 1 was looking for night to get out of there.

¥hat time was it when you looked st your watch?
Lome where sbout 2 o'clock as nesr as I romember.
Did you look at the time just after the command left.

Yos sir just afters I know it was between t% snd three o'clock, I cen't
rezesber the exact minute  OW.

Vas it after 2 o'elock?
Yes sir. I looked et my watch every ten minutes.

State if you know about how meny rounds of ssmunition the men fired away
bafore the commend left the timber as nesr ss you cal eatimate it,

1 don't think they could have fired over 30 or 40 roundes while in open
skirmish line they would probably fire more than in the t imbder m_m.
Then they hed a chence to aim and fire whensver they pleased,

How long did the skirlish line stay ther: bafore it canme in.

Veol. 1.’.“
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10 or 12 minutas,

The grenter port of the smsmmition wus firod up there.
I think so.

How near 412 the Indianms come to that lines

2 or 300 yards from it in fromt.

How many?

Probsbly 2 or 500, Wot in mess but in | 3
u.mmxmnmjm’“tuﬂg;:vlef!uiua That e

¥es anybody hit on the line,
Yes, I saw o sergeant killed.

%as he the only one.

No I saw $wo or three others wounded, Sergeant ¥hite. was wounled in the
arm and aftervards went out with ¥aj. Beno.

How 4id he go out, on horsebuek. 4
1 suppose =0.

#as he able %o ride & horse?

I suppose so.

Uid you see the wound.

He said he was wounded in the arm.

Hgvere, or slight.

Yory slight.

How lomg d1d you remsin in the timber after the cammand left it,
T411 sbout © o'elock that nighte |

From the time you got there $ill you luﬂ. what viewr had you of the Indien
village.

I could not s+ the villsge well becsuse the woods were in fromt of me,
only in pleces, I @id not go to smee the village. The nearest tepee was
probably 1200 yards from the position I wes in.

¥as that position you were in the same as that the command was in?

Yes sir.

You wero as nesr o the village ss the command hed beens

Yes sir just the sames
About how many lodges did you see, Or gould you judge.
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11”::\13 not Judge. I eomld only see a few lodges where ‘lil-rtu makes &

Go on and state if you heard

rir
the timder. If 30 in what et ng efter Maj, Repo's command got %o

direction snd how long did the firing last.

The fire sterted soon after iaj. Heno got on & :
few minutes after I could hear m.wwlm-.zn“ﬁ:‘:t::lln::r':;
village, 1% wae down the river and the fire lasted probably an hour and e
half then died off at e distance with wmmll shote snd pretty soon the

fire entirely dled away. Befors it died oway sntirely the sczme Indians who
left Mo J. Reno 800n after he loft the timber came right bsek sgsin and
punerthnmlnthhlm.ndpmuthumtwmnm i
plein and Yo the south of ¥aj. Heno's position on the dluff. '

Yrax what you sfterverds knew of the fate of Geml. Custer's commsnd, state
if that firing you heard came from his field of battle? '

1 think so, I was in the valley of the stresm snd conld Nesr better then
if I was i eny other position, 1

Give from the map if you can & deseription of the ﬂ.‘&ﬂnj. Reno left
and state If it wes a good defensidle plece snd if 80 why.

It iz e bunch of timber which I heve deserided as having @ horseshoe shame .
There was an opening I belisve the oreek was a dry ereek. The bdottom was
probably 26 yarde wide and very thickly wooded., -here was a very thiek
undergrowth end very ls ge cottonwood i¥rees on the strean. There was 8
clearing where I was. The bamk was ten or twelve feet high probably more
and theke were dut very few places that you could go down only on the pony
pethe in other plsce you could mot get down bhecnuse the banks were a
perpendicular, On the bottom there were paths going in the seme direction
as the ereek not much wood on ites The banks wers about the ssme on both
sides.

Then the plain ceme into the edge of the timber all round?
Yeu sir,

Then there was & jump off of how many feet,

10, or-12.

¥hen and where did you Join kaj. feno's camend sfter 1% left you in the
tizber.

1 joined on the 27 of Jume, sbout ¥ o'clock iz the morming om the same hill
that he went to on the 25th.

Uid you see the Indian villsge woving eway on the 26 of Junes

I saw psrt of thems Vert prssed right by where I was at that time I was i
the woods near n-;o =e forded the river the first time.

%as it there you saw thex first, ‘ ‘ﬁ

fe came out of the timber st the point "C* end sttempted to join ¥aj.
Reno's ecommand the night before and we found there were lots of Indians
betwean us and the river end of course we could not pass through,

Tol. 1, p.810
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state vhere it was you saw the Indians moving away..

I TG GOIB nesr “' TM "' on m mmmg er “. u 'Itlll;ll m “a
v?::u. 1 saw some moving awey.I eouls heer the ories of the children
an i

How far 414 t'hey pass from yo?

:? or 600 ysrds.

“haet was the size of the vilhsc- fron vhat you saw. .
They lasted several hours befor: they all passed. I oculd hesr the molse i :
of the travois and of the dogs and children. o

Could you see the trevois. -
Tes sir some of them, : ' ‘
Fers they closed up or scattered. | : ' i
They wers seattered ‘n same places snd in wme places thick. :
there tW were thick what did they appecr %o be.

Yomen and childrem thet I saw,

How many warriors did you see.

The warriors ware round ¥ajor Sens the time they were moving out and kept
up o brisk fire.

i@ you see the uuﬂm.muu awey.

Yes sbout half past four on the 26th.

Could you judge of their Mur.h

No those thet I saw wemt off ut intervels and mot all together., My attene

tion wa: first called to it while I was in ths woods near the goimt i.
There wue an Indisn 50 or 60 yards from us on o point] at first I supposed

he sas watching use The woods were on fire at the time all arcund us

_except & bunch of bullberries and the grsss was green eround it end we

had withdrew: into it when the fire ceme and remained there and it wes
clesr all around s0 we could see. ,

tbout what was the width end length of the woving Indiens. How meny did
there appesr to be of the sarriors. :

I eould see Indimms standing on the bluffs snd lying flat down on the benk
of the bluff. They extended all sround. Ve wero at least two miles end

a half from Mejor femo's camsend, Ue could not see it but wh heard their
firing and hesrd some cheering once or twice but 3id not know what it was
for at the timee About half past four o'clock thet Indian stend at the
point thers fired four shote with his pistol in the air, which I considered
a signal., Pretty soon an Indien Chief whom 1 could -ot see but whose
voice 1 eould hesr commenced ealling end e 1ot of Indisns on the bluff left
their places and pessed where I was. They went away singing but ed 11
there were lots of Indians left onm the bluff and they kept up & firing.
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About half an hour after the same Indien fired four more shots in the-.
air and the same Indian that had called out the firet time oslled out
agein end another party of Indiens ceme down from the bluff. Then there
were but a few Indiens left on the blufe. By the time thet ell head left
it was sbout six o'elock in the evenings I thought st the time that
probably the commend had left, I knew nothing sbout Usneral Custer's
defeat and thiught we had bettar stay thors $§1l dark when there would be
no fear Of meeting Indisns us we had done the night before. As soon as
it was dark I dropyed into the river did not look for the ford at all as
we could not find 1% the night before. The water wes sbout up to my arm=
pits. Ve Tinally got seross the river snd got on to the bluffs, It was

a moonlight night but cloudy, ihen the moon was out of the clouds it was |
pretty bright end we were efraid there were still mome Indians in there.

When we got nearly to the top of the bluff I said we had better not rise

on the bluff suddealy because if there sre Indians there they will 5
Then we daid down flat end rolled over.

44 you after thet visit the place where the Indisn village hed been !
lmt!‘o

Yes eire

Fhen was 1t. .

On the 20th of June I think it was.

Tell what you know sbout the size end loeation of that village.

The loeation was all slong the dank on the western side of the river and
waa 3 or four miles long. -

About how wides

Probably about & mile sud a half in soue pleces and in me places the
bluffs came nearer together and there it would not be so wide,

044 you make any count of the places where the lodges had been.

1 414 not, : |

/44 you make any exsminations - find out how many lodgee hed been there.

1 414 mot but my epinion was there were twelve or fifteen hundred bdecsuse
where lodges have been there are marks even 1f they have cnly been there
twenty four hours and there were lots of lo'ges ht_t there,

Is that estimste your supposition or have you emy mesns of arriving ot 1it.
It i2 a nere guess, 1 know it took mesrly helf s day to destroy the thimgs
left thers. oome of the tepses were loft standing end same were tuken
down, Our omers vere %0 §0 up the river snd look for caches. ¥e found
several places vhere mest was gached, Ue went sbout 12 miles up the river,
Yhat is your estimate of the affective fighting force of the village.

1 think sameshare about $hres or four thousand werriors.

How do you get st it?

Simply by the number of tepees and wickiups.
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Qe You gueas at those,

4o Yes sir, snd I guees st the nuwnder of ren entirely,
¢ Yas that your estimate then ut the time or is it your crtimete now,
Ae It 1a ny estimate now -~ at that tinme I probably estimated larger,

5« You have testified thet you hemrs firing for some time from the di

s rection
in which General Custer's battlefield wse ascertained to be., State how
long after that firing ceased before you heard firing like a genersl
ongegenent towards ¥a jor lemo's position on the hill.

A, The fire on Najor Feno's hill was slmoet continuous sné sosn sfter the
fire ceased on the other side of the village, = quantity of Indisns ceme

back there and currounded Mejor Heno sn? reinforced tho
s ok - | e they had left

@+ You heard very heavy firing down stream?
Ae Y“. eir.

Ge You eaid when Ya jor Heno moved out it seemed ag if most of the Indisne
had moved out and gone down to some point below,

Ae !”. eir.

Ce Ctate from the time the heavy firing died awey how long was tt.'tm there
was ¢ sound like & goners) engngement round ie!or RenO.

A« 4g socon as the Indisne came back,

Q. About how lomg?

A, 1 should say about PO minutes.

. ©0id you go over General Custer's buttlefield befire the bodies were buriels
./ 4e Yes air, the same doy I came in.
/ £y Deseribe all you saw in m;rae to that field.

'/ Be Captein Benteen was ordered by General Terry to take & campany with
/ | lieutsmsnt Byadley end explore that bettlefield. I volunteered to go with
/| Captein Bentesn snd asked for a horse which he gave me and we started for
i the place, Oapte Bemteen, Lisut, Hredley, Capte Nolsn snd wmyself went
I up to that place. %e struck a ford on the north side of the village on
7 the right bank of the river. It sppesred to be & matural ford, though
7/ there were nc signs of the eavalry having forded there at all. Te saw
' trecks of covelry horses going over the bluff diagomslly st that poimt,
" /' 7he 1imes on the map deseride it sbout right, Probebly 500 yards from
/. the ford we found & desd body, thst wes the firet dead body we found,
< . lying in the bottem of a 1ittle cooloy. He wos s0 much disfigured thet
{ ©° 1 414 not kmow who he was only the msris on his pante showed he was a
f trumpeter, I followed Lisut, Spadley end eoom we found more desd bodies.
./ Thay were seattered ell over in sll positions. ¥herever thers wus a
¢hanos to meko a stand in the ocooleys. You could see thet they hed attempt
ed to fortify themeelves but the Tormation of the countrywas such that
they eould ot protect their rear. At last we got to top of the knoll
whers General Custer and seversl others vere snd the borses I should say
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from my observation at the Hime had been killed to form bderricades for

defence. There were higher points all around

where they could not defend
themselves in both front end rear end they &
> ; ¥ eppeared to have been Overcome

D4d you see any esrtridpe shells?
1 sawe fov~ 1 eam informed that the Indisns pick them up.

Don't you know they do it?

Yoo sir I koow 1t There were but few shells found.  On the knoll where
Genorel Custer lay there were a few shells found of our calibre.

D34 you viait the plece marked as D, where Lisut. Calhoun's body was found .
Yes, siry 1 saw that,

“hat were the evidences of fighting there?

The dead bodies of men and horses.

54d you examine the ravine vhere several dead bodies were found?

Yen, sir.

Fow =any bodies were found there?

1 don't remember, I remember it was a part of the grey horse company.

How mear the river was that? _

The ravinewms 40 or 50 yards from the hank of the river.

Near the position of General Custer's body im = straight line to the river
418 you notiee any ravine there with dead bodies in it?

You, sir.

How 'mr was that to the river?

¥pom 150 to 200 yeris from the river.

That u;re the evidences of fighting there?

Thore seemed $o heve been a resistance there. Iheir position was lower
then that of the Indians and they had to defend thesmselves from the enemy
in front end resr.

t4ate from the sounde of firing which you heerd in the timber efter ¥ajor
Reno's commnnd had left which came from the direction of Cenerel Custer's
bettlefield how long was it from thet time till Genersl Custer's command
must hsve been smnmihilated.

1 2on't think it lasted over an hour and a half - the heavy ririmg.

Ca te whether the ssme Indiens who engaged ¥a jor Remno down in the
u:“y:u w;:an.t;. comaand was deployed wers the ssme Indlams who afterwards

wen$ after Oenersl Custer.

» . saw Indisns going down the river. ¥hether they gﬂ there
in.t:n: ::umlft the others or not, I can't 2a¥e.
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Did they g0 before that heavy firing colmenced?

No, as s00n &8 the heavy Piring commenced they started.

“nat became Of that heavy body of Indisns sfter ¥s jor fenc left the timber.
There were plenty all cround there, |

pid they remain there?

come remained there and same want on the bluffs through the revines am
were in & situstion to fire on Major Remo. I could see than but from the
position Major Feno was in he probably could not see theme They had
picketed their horses below, The grest bulk of the Indians went down the

river as eoon as they heard the heavy firing end returned soon after the
firing began t0 die away but retumned in much grester force than they went
aweYe

S¢ate whether lajor Heno's position threatened the Indiens in that village.
1 ﬁi& it did.

vhy 4o you think s0?

It was right neer by and a short charge would have taken us right into it.

To what extent would it threaten it., %hat ] mesn ila, would it hold a large
force there?

It would hold all that pert of the village to defend it while that commend
wae €0 mecr they would not leave 1t in thethosition so nesr their village.

018 you see enough of Major Hemo there in the timber to fors sn opinion
as t0 his conduect,

is 1 said before I saw him about ten minutes on the skirmish line and
during that time I admired his comduct.

04d you see him all of that time.

Yes, ;ir.

Wore you looking at him all the ten minutes?

I d1d, and et other officers.

“hat were the men doing at that time,

M were acting very well., Mem and officers and alle
Were the men engeged in firing st that time?

Yas sir,

Now do ysu kuow thet there was any general notice given to that command
that it was going to leave the timber?

I don'$ kumow anything sbout that. The onlyknowledge I had of the retreat

, unMthﬁnﬁthnum
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Did you see any Indisns on the 285th or'2es
e Or 26th of June thet hed bea fightimg

Yes sir,
What wers the evidences end how did you see thun_

On the morming of the 20%h sbout the break of from the ition 1

wags in on the left bank of the river, I heard :"p;m arln;::lhltﬂ-
ing the river below us, I could hear the c¢lanking of the hor seshoes and
the splashing of the water. I expected the commend %0 come bsck there
sbout the breek of day to0 renew their sttsck upon the village. Not know-
ing vhet hed becous of Gameral Custer I thought he was with ¥ajor Remw all
the. time. I erawled up the bank of the river to see who they were and

to my surprise they were going out instead of coming in. They wors cross-
ing 15 or 20 yards belows The river mskes = bend near there and I could
not see the perty crossing but when they got scross they came right
opposite where I was, through a psth going up the bluff, I reeognized
some Of the horses of our resiment and some of the men had on white hats
and blouses. 1 noticed one man coming along, it was just bresk'of dey

and still éark under the bluff end I noticed & man whom I took to be Captain
Tom Custer., THo hed on a buckskfn jucket, & white hat and rode s sorrel
herse and 1 wes certain it was him and I stepped on one side and said

“Tom send your horse across here”. There was an Indiasn there but I took
him to be one of our Ree Indians as Tom Custer generally had some of the
Indian scouts with him, They stopped and looked all around but they cm M
not see wheres It was becsuse the branches fell down and concenled me.

I said again "Here I an, don't you see me". Then some of the Indiens
noticed where I was and gave a yell end sent a volley back at me. Then

1 thought I =35 aistaken. Those men had evidently been emgaged in the
attack on General Custer snd had $aken their clothing and horses.

State 1f you know whether thet large force of Indisns did mot pursue Major
Renp's commend to the top of the hill?

The time Hajor Heno's command =emt out of that timber the Indians were
following him but when they got near the river same of the Indians yelled
and all stopped running and some of the Indians pointed up the stream.
%hen I saw and heard thet I expected Ceptain Benteen was caming and I
looked up and saw Ceptain Senteen's column coming towards the same ford
vhere we crossed but when the troops got to & certein place I saw the reer
of the eolumn turn around and dissppear over a bluff on the right bank.
The Indisns satched that column probably ten minutes ond ss soom as that
column dissppesred the heavy firing commenced on the other side and they
left,

cuestions by Hajor Reno.

‘hat number of Indians do you suppose were in the naighborhood of ia jor
Reno's commond when 1t left the timber and went tl_s the hill,

In the direction I wse I would sey there were probably 200. I eould not
say how many there were on the loft,.

How long hed you been away from the siirmish line before the column left
the timber?

I wes all the time with the skirmish line - it withirew inuto the ﬂﬂl.
the came time I dide

701. 1, ?oam
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Qe To what part of the timber 414 you go to get that guidon?
Ao onth.idpﬂthchnkonﬂumtmo.

Ge ¥hore was the skirmish line st the time?

A, It wa: in the woods on ny left.

. Qe "here was the line halted snd 'dlmtu.

4, Just on the east side of the curve, almost at right angles with the woodse
. Qe Fow close to the point C?

| A« The right of the skimmish line was near the woods and extended aut into
the plain.

Qe How long before eny advance was ordered of the line?

A. It was Ordered soonafter it waas dismounted it edvanced about 75 or 100
yards and from there withirew into the woods.

Ge %hat point on the map represents the adveance of the dirmish lime .

4, The sdvance of the skirmish line iz very nearly represented by the dotted
h' line on the map. It was more &t right sngles with the timber.

(e To what company were you attached?
A« To "A™ Company ss ons of the company officers.
e How did you e¢me to leave that cospany snd go into the woods?

A, 1 414 not leave the cospany. The company was at the right of the line =
rizht at the timber,

Ce You went into the timbex?

A. Some of my men went into the timber and I went with them.

l. By whose orders did you go in the Simber.
A, No ones. lieut. Wallace said some Indians were coming there and I went in.
Qe You separated yourself from your commend.

A Wo sir, the commsnd came into the woode with me, Some of the men were in
there when I went ine

Q. D4d you follow them or lead them in?

A+ 1 followed them.

%, By whose order did the men start to 8o into the woode?

Ae 1 don't know of sny orders

& D44 Hajor Heno give an onder to lesve the line end go into the woods,

A« Not that I know of.

Ue Utammmmngnauortﬁcnﬁlﬂymlﬂwtﬂnuﬂu

> pick up the guidon. ;
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I suppoes I had,
The trumpeter brought you your horse?
Yes, sir.

Thenfou could have got out with the commend,

Yes sir if I had gone with the men es soon as was brought me 1 could
have got out as soon as the men did. "

It was your own aet that you were left in the woodse
Yes sir it wes a delay of o ecouple of minutes thet cut me off.

¥as there sny necessity thet there should be bugle cslls sounded with &
commend of that size end going that distence towards the timber.

I think s0 = 1t could be better heard than a verbal command where there
was 80 much firing,

Going from the point 4 to where the line was deployed wes 1t necessary
there should be any buglinge

Ususlly the dbugle is used but a verbal commnd is ms good if 1t can be
heard. Major Reno gve the commanis in a strong voice. He has the reputa-
tion of being & first rate drill-master and hes s good voice to commend.

Fas not the entire commend under the orders of Ma jor Remo till the point
was reached where the ren were dismounted.

Yes sir, they oveyed his orders as commending officer.

Cen you indicate the spot where the riring commsnced which you thinmk
came from General Custer's baitlefield.

Ko sir, I only heard the scund of firing.
Did 1% seam to grow very much mores distant?

Yos lﬁ. the first vollay was very plain - thes it got farther om - and
then it died oute -

D4d 1t seem to go very much farther away?
No, mot much, I could hear the volleys and tell they wers going eway.

Was there such a decrease in the volume of sound as to indicete a very
groat change of position.

The firing was steady for & long time end in v?llm and after that 1t was
seattering end lasted but a short time.

Tas there snything to indieate that during the time thet firing lasted
t;:t t;:.m engaged in 1t at thot point had trevelled any consi ersble

distunce”

1 could mot tell sbout the distence. They could have gonme over during that
time,

!mmumwiltlunrﬁiuphm
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Yes, eir.

Hmmmwhjoraaomu.tmbrau tha heavy firing commence,

Almost simultansously, isjor
thet fire started, jor fleno was about at the top of the BA1L when

Any dversion that Major Heno®
that hesvy fire commenced? 8 column might have effscted lusted until

Yeosn, aAr.

“hat distence was 1t from Ma Reno's 1% fon N
where that firing took pl m" pos on the hill to the place

Betveen 4 and 5 miles,.

“hat was the distance detvee: the place where this firing oceurred and
Hajor Heno's position in the timber, !

Frobebly about the ssme distance, maybe a little shorter.

Then when the diversion ceased the Indiens that were diverted or detained
by him wers distant adout 4 miles from the place of firing?

Yes sir, sbout thet,

You heard the firing st the point ¥a jor Reno oceupied on the night of the
25th? :

You sir,

Haking sllowance for the greater distance bhetween the firing you heard on
the afternoon of the £5th and that whioh you heard on the night of the
25¢h have you any resson to think that the column under la jor Reno wes
assailed by any less numdbar of Indians thom the 1
Custer?

i
|
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§

I think probably Major Peno had mope <~ the India i

I d0o not know anything about as I did not see thoee about Major Hemo I d4id
soe apd I moke my estimete from the number of Indiane in the villege end
I think Hajor Heno hed the most of them around hime

When you sew the Indisn olad in part of the costume of Captain Custer, how
long was that after Vejor Femo had left the timber?

Thet was on the morning of the 20th at daybreak.
Iid you see any evidences of au struggle et the fard B,

Ko sir, none at sll. At the right side of the river there were marks of

tw0 horses fest then they swung sround you could see the swinging of their

shoes. 7e followed their trail up snd the first thing we struck was the
dead body of s soldler,

74th peference t0 the bodies you found in » gully come distance from the
*iver, did not they present the sppearsnee of men trying to sscepe or to
g6t under cover for protection. .

I eould not tell.

‘019 1' p.m * 8]-:’ .



e ¥hat 18 younjudgment?
Ao I think they were in a positiom %0 meke o stand,

Qe D12 thet position indleste thet the men had stood there or were ssperated?

ie Itlooked like they were s t
sl eparated from the main body end made = stand for

Qs The charecter of thet country was what?
Ao Yery broken,

Ge Uas it such s to present opportunities for prolonged defsuce.

As Fo sir, 1t wes o poor cauntry for thes,
Se Aha far as you saw Major Semo from the time he crossed the river ti1l he
laft the timber and so far ee you may hec seen him at sny time sfter

. :rt-&;:ing the engsgement state if you saw sny evidences of cowardice on
8P .

Le No sir, nome at all,

Qe J1d you ses any evidemces of want of skilful disposition of the men?

Ae o air, I thought et the time he halted and ssid "Good for you" 1 saw
that wo would hove been butchered if we Red gone 500 yarde further.

R+« You perfectly aporove the wisdom of his halting wshere he dié?
he You, 8ir, 1 di. -

Qe ¥ith regard to the ecsrtridge shells did not some of them indicate the
- eartridges used in the Wincheeter rifle?

Ae Yeos sir some of thems

e Thay were used by the Indiens? "

A, Yes, sir,

Ce Thomm&nm“maﬂh

Ae 45 celibre springfield ecerbines.

G Gtate 1f you believe thet from the length of time the Indiens were there
and the smount of fighting they wer- compelled to do and thl-:

wounded they hed to care for they had sny time to plek wp the
shells or smy disposition to do =0?

and
riridge

4, Yes sir, they hed time to mutilate the bodies end hhp their dress awmay.

Ce Had they eny disposition to do it.

L. I think their disposition would be %o gather the shells = they would desire
$0o preserve the shells to fit the cerbines.

Qe They did not pick them all wp?
A« Ko sir they laft some. ] w’
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?ﬁn:h" hnd time to pick them up at all had they mot time to meke a cleen

I think 80 but & few shells can be very sasily overlooked.
Guestions by the Hecorder.

g you think the Indiens in gethering up the shells would hunt the ground
over for one or two miesing shells?

No, of course not,

%hat men were with you on the 26th?
Privete 0'Neill of ¢ Coupeny,

Only one person?

That was all,

You were ssked about & eharge from the point 4 to the point C., %as there
any charge made going there?

Yo sir as soon as we olesred the ford end got out of the woods the comuand
wae brought into line of battle and as soon ss the line was formed iejor
Reno geve the command to gallop.

Yas there any cherge made golng down there.

No sir there wne no order to charge.

¥as there suything to churge that you could see?

Ko sir.

vhen you got opposite that timder the commané halted?

Yeos sir.

You did not charge?

Bo sir.

© imet is the object of having trumpet or bugle cells in cevalry?

secording to teetiocs it is to sound svery commsnd and the call is given in
drills 8o as to habituate the men to kuow all the ealls given.

Stute if it is not especislly importent in battles or eng:gements that
ealls ghould be sounded so that the =on can hear them?

Yes sir it is more important then than in drills.
%as there any necessity of sounding the ecalls in the timber.

I think 1% would have been beter becuusze ithe men could not see each other
well,

D44 you see all of the Indians thet were around ¥ajor Hemo's position
when he ws in the timber? :
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o you know how many Indiame were going shesd betwsen him and the village?
¥o air,

Do you know what foree was there?
Ko =ir.

How meny Indisns might have been there ané you not know it?
There might hove been a thoussand,

fare there not a grest many Indiens passing round end kicking up a n-t
between him and the village.

!“ lh‘. thﬂ wore.

Do you kmow whet became of the Indisne thst wers in the village after
¥ajor famo left?

I do not, 1 was looking out for e chance to ptmmou ¥y intention
was to join Mejor feno snd 1f I could have crossed the stresm 1 could
bave followed the river to the bluffas end jolned him,

fhat effect did the sight of Captein Jonteen's column coming seam to have
on the Indians?

it had the offect of stopping them from going any farther and to wateh axd
see if that column waes coming across the river. 4t first it looked as
if they were going to come seross the river but the column swung sround emd
went off, I Gon't know whet csused it.

Whet was the further effeet it had upon the Indisns? :
They stopred pursuing ¥ajor fegmo and se som es thst colwmn atnbpurd
the fire on the other side commenced and the Indisns left and went there.

Questions by Major Reno,

1s not the purpose of dugle enll to give information of what is golng to
be done,

Yag eir, the commend is ziven to the trumpeter bs the commanding officer
and the trumpeter soinde it.

Then shen the troops are doing whet the mtu officer wants dons there
h no need to heve tha bugle sounded.

'I"hat is 8 gueer guestion to put, The bugle is tectically for thet purpose
to sound s camend becsuse cavalry gemerally occupy a large spece of
ground snd very few men have sufficiently stromg volces to meke themselves
heard -lm the whole line.

Do you know whether orders were givem dy the cmlnc officer of the
7th esvelry thet bdugle calls should not be sounded.

Yeos sir, that was on the 224 of June and was for the jurpose of mot ealling
the attention of the Indians to us.

-

apd i 25
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Ge ¥as 1% B0t %o prevent any unnecessory noise at sny time?

As o eir it wes 10 prevent the Indians discovering us, but when we vere in
the Tight there wes no necessity for sny further precsution.

Ge There was Girard on the might of the 25th and a1d s ted
from you. and when he become separs

4e He nd o helf breed msued Jackson were with me and both were mounted.
e went together from ths first woods. I wee holding on t0 the tail of
Girard's horse. e were husting for the ford and the plain was full of
Iniians. Fe etruck into a bemd of Indjans who were evidently waiting for
us as they could heer the tramping of the horses feet. I was holding to
the tail of Girerd's horee so I could go at the seme gaite The firet
thing we Beard was a "How" end ot thet Olrard swung his horse to the left

and sSruck for the woods at full speed and I hed %0 let go. Theother
man 414 the same thing,

Qe ©4d you see him «fter that?
A. The mext time I sew him wes when I joined iajor Heno's commsnd,
The witness then retired.

Sergeant Fdward Davern, Company F, 7th Cavalry, a witness called by the
Recorder, snd being first duly sworn %o tell the truth She whole truth and
nothing but the truth testified &s follows:

Cuestions by the Zecorder,
0. Otate your psme, vank, company and regiment and where serving.
A, Yadward Daverm, Co. ¥, 7th Cavelry, serving at Ft. Totten, U, Te

Q. What duty were you on on the 25 and 26 of June, 1876, on what duty were
you on snd vhere end with who?

Ae 1 wes orderly for isj. Heno wesr the Little Big Horn Fiver.

Q. Vhat officer were you with when the comuand was noving down the bottom
after crosains the river.

Ae Lisut, Hare.

Ge WUere you with ¥aj. Hemo wheu his column woe with that of Jeneral Custer
on that day.

A, TYeos pir.
G. That was the condition of your horse on thut morming.

A, He was in tolerably good comdition,

G. that was the condition of the other horses of the eommend If you knows.
A« They were in tolersble goodé conditionm.
Ge GOtnte whether you heard Adjutent Cook give sny orders %0 ¥aj. Heno when

S
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he was moving towards the Little Big Horn River,
4o 1 heerd Adjutant Cook give him an oxder.
g, Tell what thet order was and where you were when it was given.
A+ The order was - "Girard comes baek snd reports thue Indlen village three

miles abend and moving. The Geners) directs
you to take your tlree comparni es
end drive everything before you" those I believe were the exaet words,

Q. Was anything else said,

A, Yes sir "Colonel Benteen will de on your left and will have the ssme in-
structions™.

Qs Are you sure those were the orders,

A, Yos sir,

Ge Do you remsuber passing a tepee when with laj, Heno's column before cross~
ing the river.

Ae Yes eire Ve halted o -t;xrt distence from that tepee.

{, How far was that from where the camand crossed the river.

A, 4 mile &nd a hslf or 2 miles.

Q. Yss that the place where the orders were given that you heard,
Ae Yes sir,

Q. Did you go with the command to the crossing and cross with iS.

i, Yes sir. 1 stopped a short distance befors I got to the river to fi: my
., eurb strap as my horse vas bocoming unmanageable.

4. %hat were the Indlans doing after you orossed the river and the command
was moving down the bottam.

ie I firet saw & few Indisns swsy dosn the bottom. They appeared to be riding
] around in cirele.

Qe About how meny do you think you saw there at that time.
A« I cennot say therefay have been 20 or 30 or 40,

¢ ¥Where were you when you saw thoﬁ few Indisns.

A, 1 saw those before 1 got to the ford.

Qs How far from the ford were you when you sew them.

Ae But a short distsnee.

Gs After erossed the river tell what was done with the commend going down
the bo,t:n apd shet you saw in regsrd to Indiens golng down there.

A I am not sure shether the whole commend was deployed in skirmish line or
not. There wes & mounted skirmish line thrown oute
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¥here was that?

heross the river,

How far after you crossed the rivér,

1 might be 200 yardas.

“as that the whols comsand or just some of the #Ne

I don't know whether the shole cammsnd or mot it was by order of s j.Reioe
pid you form in line of battle.

Yeos eir, in skdrmish line.

¥hat were you doing at that time.

1 got permiseion from Eaj. Feno to 20 with Lieut. Here and went in advance
of the line about 200 yards,

Fhat 4id you do?

1 moved on down the bottom sbout 200 yerds shesd of the skimmish line to
get & shot at some Indians about 200 yards to our left,

%as that near where the line halted.
It was where the line was sdvencing.
Vae it down near the timber where the Tight was made.

No it was & good say out on the left of the line meross the botom. 1
don't know whether the right rested on the timbsr or not.

You saw Indiens ? or 300 ysrds to the left of the line.
Tes sir.

Ffers those the nearest Indisns you saw.

Yea sir.

Egre they firing et yous

Ko sir,

‘epe the Indisns Tiring st anybody sbout that time.

I heard no bullets at thet time.

Uhere 4id the commsnd halt - hos far from the erossing.

1 don't know how much line the skirmish line went over. It went at e gallop
part of the way. '

Thare did 1t halt,
It holted in the bottam near a point of timber to the right,
¥here was the right of the line near the ticber.
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don't kmow
he :hol .Mrmmhmﬂlnmmmuut. It was near

s Then the line halted there what wore the Indians doing and what were you.
Ae Then the line halted I came back.

Qs “nat were the Indians doing,

Ae %11l eireling around and getting thicker in fromt.

Qe Vere any of them moving to the lefst.

A, Yes sir.

Q. How many.

A, 1 could not say they were moving to the left all the time,

Ge In squads or together.

As Nostly singly.

Qs ‘here did you go and with whom and what 44 you do after the line halted.

A After the line halted I came bsok and saw Maj. Reno mear She woods the
left of the line had swung round to the woods. .

Qs Yhat was Maj., Remo doing when you reached him,

A« He wez on the skirmish line firing et the Indians with a earbine.
Qe How far were the Indfans sway them?

Ae 7 or 800 yards.

Qe About how meny Indians were there.

A. 1 don't know thers was & regular cloud of dust,

Q. Yere the Indiens firing much,

A+ Ko sir, our omn line wes firing very fast.

Ge What did you do at that place.

A, I d14 not stop there long I went into an open glade in the woods with
Lieut, Here and sew some Indisn %epees, :

Qe ¥nat 414 you do with your horse.
A I $ied him with "0 compeny. The line was dismounted when I got baeck,
Gs Why 414 you tie him with "G" Cospenye

As I knew soms of the men of thet compeny that were holding horses. I
was the orderly for Maj. feno and was supposed %o be holding m.m

Qs You wemt with Lieut, Hare?

A, Yes eir. - :_j"‘d
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share were those horses put,

In the timber,

You say you smw soms tepees thare. How wove
there. far they from the glade in

I think %o the best of my recollection yerd pearest tepee
I could jJust see the tops of them, . e z

Could you sece many or few,

I saw a good many,

fere they scattering or thick.
seatering.

About how many did you see.

8 or 10.

"ho was with you when you were on the line at the edge of the timber?
A man nemed Clair orderly for Lieut. Hare, & man of "G Co.

Here there any citizens there.

I don't recollsct seeing sny there.

Uid you say anyphing to smy-ody in there sbout the Indiens whipping the
commnd, and if so what did you say end to whom?

1 heard the fire pretty heavy on the skirmish line and I mede the remsrk
to Lieut, Hare, csn’t be poseible that the Indians sre driving us.

Did you see Maj. Femo sbout thet time.

I 414 he came out on the line sbout that time.

¥hat was he doing st that time.

He was firing et the Indiens.

Do you know who gave the order for G compeny horses to g0 imto the timbder.
Haj. Reno.

How was the order given.

He told tham to take their horses under cover from the fire of the Indians.
How was it under cover from fire of the Indiems.

The timber protected them and thers wes a rise in the bank there.
Dldmgou-arnphmtethmm

Uown the slope was not very steep right st thet point.

State if you saw the skirmish line @ the plain breek up and if so descride
how it sas done. &?
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1 don't remember seeing the skirmish line on the plain bresk upe
Yhere 414 you see it?

In the woods.

“here was 1% in the wooda, along the edge of the timber or upon the plainm
The men were mized up and huddled together,

Stote whether the cammnd left the timber, and state how it left if you
knew it was going %0 leave and how you knew it was golng to leeve,

The only way in which I kmew it was going was seeing G Co. men run for

their horses. Then I went %o look for my owm horse thst wes the only
1 had of knowing. -

“gs anybody holding their horses.
Fumber fours were holding the hoarses.
How did they go.

They ren through the brush.

“hat happened then?

The bullets came slong pretty thick and but very fes of “"G* Co. got out
mounted.

Yhare wac the balence of the comsnd?
1 d1d not see it.
Tell =hat you saw snd what you did there.

I looked round $ill I found my horse end when I ®und him there
mﬁuhm tied to the check piece of his dridle. I led h- h out
and met a Sergenat of "G" Co. and gave him the "G Co. horse. 1 got
there I see the command running as fast es they ecould.

Tere they going at e $rot, a gallop or a rum? =

At 5 run.

state whether the zen in the timber had time $o0 get their horses end get
out all of them.

I believe they had time to have got their horses.
Then why did they not get thems

1 don't know.

Yere they mixed upe

Yeos sir.

a8 there anybody there directing them what %o d0.
1 veliave they were so demorelized wes the reason they did not get the
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At 2330 TuMe the Court adjourned %o meet st 10:30 AJMs tomorrow.

16TH DAY .

CHICAGO, Illimois, Jemuary 30,1879
10:30 o'clock A.M.

The Court met pursusnt to ad journment.
Present
Colonel John H, King, 9th Infentry

Colonel wesley Merritt, Sth Cavelry
Lieut. Colonel ¥, B. Royell, 3d Cavalry

Recorder
1st Lisut. Jesse M. Lee, idjutent, 9th Infentry.

¥ajor Reno and his counsel was also present.

The proceedings as far as written up were reed and spproved.

Lieut, Charles Ue Rudio being recalled by the Recorder testifies as
follows:

‘Questions by the Recorder.

e Ctate whether you ssw the column of Gemeral Custer or any portion of it at

any time after ¥aj. Feno parted from him at the sbandoned tepee, if so
vhere snd what effect did what you sew heve on you. '

A. I d4id not gee sny part of the colummn of Gemerszl Custer. The only observe-
tion I made was while I was in the woods. Genersl Custer, Lisut. Cook
and .enother man I could not recognize came to the highest point of the
bluff and waved their hats snd mede m:.tions like they were cheering amd
pretty soom dissppesred. I judge by that thet probably his column was
behind the bluff.

Cs Yhere was that.

A, It wes on the highest point on the right bank of the ereek justb elow
shere Ure Defolf was killed.

G. Did you see theblace gemerally krown as the point whers Capte. Wéir wemt to.
A« Yas sir 1 saw it. h
(e Was General Custer on that point.

/Ao b.ummthﬂmudthmtpohtutktdu. “here 1
: saw Cemeral Custer the river comes right under the dluff. The bluff

mumynmna'einﬂlyddomfunmtom‘h
‘ my opinion this mep is not correct es to this line of bluffs.

‘U, How far was it from where you were t0 where you saw Ueneral Custer.

{
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The witness then designeted on the mep by the figure "7" about the

point where he saw Genersl Custer on that oceasion.
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about W.flr 40 you think 1t was from the point on the bluff aceupied by
- w

I think 1% eould not have been more than 5 or 600 yard higher
point but lower down on the river. skt

¥as 1t the higheat point dosn the stream.

Yos sir snd up streem t00 it wms the highest point around there. I went
on the %op of it afterwards on the 27 with Capte Denteen.

When was it you saw t.ose men?

Four or Tive minutes before Maj. Heno retreated I wae looking closely to

the right and the left expecting to see one a other of the battalions
coning $o join us.

"hat effect had that on you.

I supposed Veneral Custer's commsnd was coming down some of the e cooleys
and was watehing for it but did not see it and e&s pretty soom after that
the fire began on the other side of the village. I argued that General
Custer went to the resr of the village to attack it that way,

lo you think Genercl Custer from the position he occupied =t the time you
sav him could take in the whole situstion of the Indien village.

Yee sir, I think he cou'd take e pretty good viex of our position st all
svents. :

Uo you think he could ses the village.

He could see a part of it, Ee could see the village as far as the con-
formation of the ground would permit him.

You having seen him there and having heard the firing soon after which
you believed pertained Lo his commend vhere in your opinion was the first
attack made by Genarsl Custer on the Indians?

1 believe it was st ihe point maried “B"e 1 believe he was met there by
the Indians and sterted for & position over the hill and the Indians
followed him upe - ‘

State whethe- you beliesved Genersl Custer moved down with the intemtion of
sttacking the village and with the expectation that kaj. Reno was still
holding the Indians in check in front of the village.

¥hen I first sew him cheering us I expected him to come and joinm us, but
not mmmmlomﬂdhmlutugﬁwnphutomm
river down those bluffs, and pretty soon Maj. Heno retrested, and soon
after that I heard the firing I expected that Gemeral Custer had of tacked
the village on the other side.

State in your opinion as an of ficer whether an sttack by General Custer
8z you hasve described was an effective suppori of Naj. Reno in his attsek

on that place. 330
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If the command to Maj. Reno was ¢
effectunl assistance. 8 %0 hold thet place 1t would prodebly be an

You state you were in the timber wh
about ¢ o'clock that night] ere ¥aj. Peno hed taken position until

Yes sire

State if thet timber could have been held with
B e ® the nusber of men he had

He could have held it se long ss he had ammunition.
If the ammunition had beer handled cooley snd carefully smd had not been

firo:‘am reshly and at ranjom how long would that =much emmunition have
lasted.

Frobably  or 4 hours depending on circusstances.

State if you know what would have been the effect of an atteck by Genersl
Custer on the Indiane rear, had Maj. RAeno's position for & quarter of an
hour.

I could not say becsuse I did not know the foree that Uensral Custer
would have o attsck there.

You don't know thet all of the Indians were attecking Maj. Remo, or that
a part of them were dom bdelow wetching Uensral Custer.

1 think they were pretiy well divided half watching Ma j. Reno end helf
Ceneral Custer.

“tate why you wemt baek to got the guidon.

Hegosuse I 414 not think thet was the place t0 leave it and I d4d not think
there was any denger in going to get it; end I 444 not know then that our
resr wns cut off so suidenly ss that.

p4d you then snd do you nos think you did your duty in goimg back to get
thnt guidon.

Yes sir I think it the duty of every soldier to preserve his colours even
at the risk of his life.

Cuestions by Naj. Teno.
How far from the point "3" do you fix the plece where you saw Genl.Custer.
I judge 1t was 3 miles or probebly 3.
How far is it from the point "B" to the poimt “E%.
I should say provebly a mile or a little more. |
Looking nt- this map ie that the wey you distribute distence.

Yas sir.
Is it 3 times ae far from liaj. Heno's position to B as it is from B %o Ee
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Yes sir I think 8o, at lesst it is twice as fur.

? is the distance between where you saw Generel Custer and the poimt

I judge botween 3 snd 3} miles. This map don't give the correct distance.
I think I went over the ground on the morning of the 27th with Capte

Senteen and followed the trail of Genersl Custer down thet cooley %o the
ford and from that ford wp over the bluff.

Then how far fo you say it i from the point B to the point E.

I judge not more than & mile snd & half st the furthest, #hen we went

through that country we did not go in a direct lime - we went looking far
desd bodies. :

Shere were you when you saw Genl. Custer?

I wns standing on the right hand side of the ereek in the timber.
¥ho were =ith you.

5 or 6 men of Co. "A%e

“ere any officers with you.

Not that I remember.

w¥hat were you & ing.

Firing into the 30 or 40 Indians caming downe.

How many shote 4id you fire?

1 41¢ not fire sny at that time. I had fired two shots fram my revolver
e short time before.

¥hare was ¥aj. Heno at that time.

I 4id not see him at that time.

U4d you tell him thet you had seen Genmeral Custer at that point.

Hot at thst time.

Yss he on the skirmich line.

I think probasbly he wms looking over the command in the woods.

How long was it after you resched the timber before you s aw Genl,Custer,
Frobably S or 6- minutes after I resched the plece I wes in.

How long after the command reached the timber did you reech thet place. .
Probably s minute or a minute axd a mlf.

Then six or seven minutes sfter you got to the tisber you sew Genl.Custer.

Yos sir.
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Qe How long d1d the cammand remain thers $111 1t retired to the hill,
4, Probably 10 or 1?2 minutes after the whole emd- went into the timber.
Q. How long was Maj. Reno on the skirmish line?

4. The skirmieh line wae 10 or 12 minutes outsi
. into the timder. dé before they were withdrswn

¢, How long was the line on the plain before you saw Gemeral Custer,

iAs 1t was five or six minutes,

Qs How long 41¢ you remain in thet position after you saw Genl, mutw
A. Five or six minutes after I sew Genersl Custer the line withdrew.

Qe How long was that before it retired fra: the timber.

’ Ao 5 oy ) m.‘.

Ge 10 or 11 minutes before it retired from the timber you saw Genersl Custer
on the oppoaite aside of the river.

As To sir 1 saw Genersl Custer 8 or & minutes before laj. Reno retired from
the timbar.

G+ How long d4i¢ you sllow him to go from the timber to the top of the hill,
4. I could not tell you beesuse when I came cut on the south side of the river
the cammand hnd gone some distance, fome of the men hed crossed the
river and some I could see going up the hill., I don't think it took him
5 miputes t0 70 across not over elx anyhow. .
Qe Then in eleven minutee ufter you saw Genersl Custer where would he be,
Ae Not very fur unless he geloped.
& How far do you suppose he would be in 11 minutes after you sew him.

Ae Probsbly s mile and a helf or two miles and probably more if he galoped
fast,

Ce Lccording to your eetimate how fer would he be.

L I juige o mile and & half it depends on the gait he %ook.

% If he had travelled s mile end & belf from the time you saw him and the
time kg j. Heno got to the top of the hill would he ot nasve been within
sight of Maj. Reno's emmand where it got on the top of the hill.

A No sir. He would have beem on t e other ¢ivide dowmn in & cooley.

Ge Lo you state it s & feot that sccording to the treil Genmerel Custer took
tha:oha couls not be seen st a distance of & mile end a half from the
position Maj. Remo took om the top of the hill.

A Yos sir, He probedly could mot be seen 500 yards dows theres
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Qe In eleven mimutes you think he could have gome o mile and & half.

A, 1 thizk s0 but thet depended in the gait he was going.

Ge In twemty minutes do you think he could have resched the point "BY,

A, Yes sir if he had taken o gallop he could have resched thers before mt'.

Qe 1!1:2 :.mtu after you ssw him would he have time to have reached the
b

As Yos sr.

Qs wmdhnothmhatinnmql to reach there dut t EOmS
distunee beyond there. ” phove s

A+ I cen't answer your question unless I know the gait he wes going it.

G, You stated yesterday you heard the firing in 20 minutes «fter ¥aj. Reno's
commend reached the hill,

Ae I heard it commence adbout 10 minutes after iaj. Heno's cammand resched
the hill.

Ge +~1@ you not say 20 minutes yeeterday.

A« 1 don's think I did.

Q. ¥"hat do you say now?

A, I say it was not more than 10 minutes beceuse the Indiens stopped firing
on Maj. Heno's command vhen they sew Uapt. Senmteen's column and soon after
his column disappesred the firing cummenced on the other side.

Ge D44 you not say.thst the firing commenced about 20 minutes after Maj.
Neno's comaand left the timber and 414 not that same amount of time
figure in the ealeulstions of the guestions I have put to you.

A. It was prodably 20 minutss sfter ks j. fem left the timber. I can't tell
the sctusl minutes I juige from memory that is all. :

Ge If the firing had teken place in 20 mimutes after kaj. Feno's command
laft the timber, where wald the firing indicete General Custer to have
beon.

A, At the time I thought he was on the other side of the villsge - afterwards
I saw thet he sas on the othsr side of the Perd boceuse the first man ves
found 5 or 600 yerds fraom the ford.

Q. Yot 20 pinutes after ¥aj. Seno left the ti-ber you heard firing which
indieated that Gene al Custer Wwas below 3B,

As Yos air.

Qs Now 1f Genere] Custer had a view of Maj, Reno's cammand did he not also
have a vier which indieated to him the extent of the village.

A, Part of the villsge he could see from thet place snd part he could not.
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Could he not see & very large portion of the village.:

Yes sir he could see the largest part of the villsge.

Could he not see enough %o kmow it was a very large camp of Indisns.

He knew that, before; he had been told that it was & very large village,

How long 4id he remain at thet very high point shere you saw General Custer.
ot more than & minute,

Tho wae with him,

There wers 3 together ome was Lisut. Cook, the other one I ecould not
recognize. 1 don't know whether 1t was another officer or orderly.
I recognized General Custer and Lieut. Cosk by their dress they hed on
blue shirts sand buckskin pante.

ihat was the color of the buckskin pants.

Buckskin color,

Fere they colored at all.

No sir.

You were 1000 yards away.

Yes sir.

Did you have any gless.

Ko eir Genl., Custer had my gless.

Do you mean to say that you could distinguish General Custer at that dis-
tance.

1 could not only by knowing he wes about there end by recognizing his
peculisr dress. He and Lieut, Cook were the only one who had blue shirts

and no jecket and buckskin pants and beeides Licut, Cook had sn immense
beard which could be recognized at thst distance.

Do you mesn t0 sey that at the distence of 1000 yards you could distinetly
distinguish Gemersl Custer and Lieut. Cook without s glass,

1 €14 recognize them simply dy their dress.

Then Cenersl Custer saw Maj. Reno stending there with his skirmish line
in front of that timber.

Yes sir he had a reguler birdseye view of the whole Shing.
He saw the size of the village.

He must have left that hilltop with thet knowledge in his mind,
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p» I don"t kmow sbout his h"'lﬁb I wae not there to think for him.

Qe As commender don’t you suppome he would observe what was there.

3, 4s commender I suppose he would observe sverjthine thet passed sbout him,
Qe Eeo had an opportunity to resch that knowleige befors he left the hill ©p.
A. I think s0.

3. Uo you think he had eny opportunity to chsnge his knowleige of what Naj.
Reno was doing before he meached the point B, ” "

s, I don't think he did. The formation of the country was downs deap cooley

and he could not see anything but what wes in view there defore he got to
the point "B%,

Qe The point "B" wae the proper plece to erose was it?

Ae It was the Tiret place to cross.

G, If he wanted %o support ¥aj. Heno's column that was an opportunity to do it.
&, Yos sir.

C. Tas there u chance there to give en sctive support ® lMsj. Reno.

te There wez a chence to sttempt to cross. |

%. 7ss there any evidence thet there had besen an engagement there.

Lo Mo sir,

Q. U4d you mot state that part of the men in the timber were beyond your
eontrol. _

A, There were soom sfter they saw the skirmish line going out.

Ge Do you mesn 0 say thst yu can regulste the mumber of shots by men
senttered in the timber sgainst sn emexy thet does not advsnce in line but
comes up im groups =t irregular distances.

A+ Fot very well.

0. Is it within the power of any officer no metier how good to comt rol the
diseretion of cevalry men firing st &ifferent ranges &t Indians.

A. It is very hard under such ¢ircumstonces to do s0.
Qe You testified thst they expended betweer 30 and 40 rounds of samunition.

4 Yes sir.

G 40 rounds wes almost half the emsunition thet the men had when they went
into the timder. !

A. Yes sir, but I said most of the ammmnition was ox;y ended in open skirmish
line,

%« You went into the timber to fire at Indiens.

A, Yes sir. . 886
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g You fived at them from the timber.

i, Yos sir. -
Qe How long had you been fu the timber.

4, I should sey I was there altogether 10 or 12 minutes.

Qe How long in your judgment would 100 rounde of ammunition last if during
the time She men wers on the skirmish line snd the time they were in

the timber 40 rounds had been expended besring im mind that youwent ®ith
the soldlers 0 fire not from the line but from the timber at Indiens.

A« The men in the timber were firing slow end only when they saw a god
chance to hit some Indiems. I don't think the men that were thore fired
over theee or four shots & ploce while I was there, They were perfectly
covarsd end there was no damger of bdeing shot and they took time to fire.

Q. How long do you suppose 100 rounds of ammunition would have Jasted in the
timber.

A. Probably £ hours at all svents.

Qs A hundred rounds would last that long.

A, The talance that was left would if it had been properly shot.

Qs Fould it be the fault of the commanding officer if the soldiers smmunition
was uotl properly used?

A, 1t would be the feult of both the inexperience of the men and the officer
not being on that part of the rfield st the tike. I heard Maj. Reno on
the line tell the msn to be careful of their smmunition. In the timber
it would be difficult for officars to know.

G« Are not the companies not under the control of eompsny officers and is
not the commanding of ficer like & major in command of the whole body of mn.

&. & h.

Q. Is it not the duty of company officers as mich 8@ of the commending
officer to see that ammnition is properly expended.

A, Yes sir.

Q. Then when you speak of the fault of officers you do mot refer to laj. Rew

As ko 8ir.

Qe Do you mesn to say that it is within the conmtrol of campany offie ere to
prevent the mem from improperly end rashly using their eartridges vhen the
mz-mm-cnwwmmuurtmnnma. I ask

you this as & military of ficer.

e Every officer hed & certain nusber of men under his cantrol and could
cartainly use his {nfluence snd prestige over the men to make them be
careful of their emmmnition. :

% Do you really think 1t possible for them to prevent the zen some of them

’I new reeruits from firing Mimqm.
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1t was herd to do but it could be possible.

maim ever know it to be done,

I kept the fire of the men that were with me,

pidyou give them eny orderas.

Yee sir I %old them not to fire unless they were sure to hit soms Ome.
Were they men of your compamy.

They were men of i company %o which I was attsched. only been
it two or three days. . .

Had you ordered those men to go there.

Ko sir 1 followed them in thore. 1 took that position spd told the mem
to be careful of their emmunition and not to fire until it was N8 CEessaTY.

You allowed those nen to leave their places without orders.

They went in there.

Did you order them backe

1 ordersd thenm to stand their ground.

Dié you leave with the permiszion or direction of your command ing officers

The men left the line and I was the last =man out.

You followed them out.

No eir they mthIMMtogotthmm
Guestions by the Hecorder.

In a fight or engogement what are officers and file closers fore

For the purpose of seeing that the men fire properly.

¥ho ape the file closers.

The captain and Lieutensnts.

ény othar men, any manl.uiud officers.

The sergeant.

That is the duty of an officer in comsand of men to fire himself or to
regulate the fire of his men.

It is to regulate the fire of the men but unfortunately I must admit thet
meny of ficers of thet command were firing themselves.

338



e

Ae
Qe
he
Qe

Le

A.

Ce

Ae

Ae

Le

Qe

Te

A,

y ¢

that
mmlndh:ahﬂt d1d you have such a view of the villsge as t0 see

Then I was there the teepess were all gone.

Could you see the ground thet had been occupied by the teepeoes.
Yo sir, not all of it.

CuldmfmmNhttuourythingthtmgdnguhthm-
Yee sir I had a regular birdseye fiew of it.

Fers you not on low graund in ths bottom and dia t
s g s . you mot see those men

Yes eir they were on the top of the bluff and thst could
recognize them. ——

Can you reeognize an object better by looking down or upe
Looking up.

As regards the ford "B state whether it is neerer as regarde the hostile
village than Naj. Keno's position in the woods?

it =se nearer.

You stated that you were plessed thet Mg . Reno halted hie commend explain
why you think the point B wes a good place for General Custer to go to to
attack the Indian village.

Because 1t wms a better crossing than vhere Maj. Reno erossed.

You éon't mean it was easier for General Custer to get across with the
Indians there.

Ko sir only because it was a better erossing.

How many rounde of smmunition could the men fire fram their guns without
hesting them that is with that rapid firing.

Not & gresnt many. I poticed that the men had to take their kn¥ es to
extraet csrtridges after firing 8 or 10 rounde.

State in fighting there with the Indians how many good shots per minute
a man could pet at the enemy. :

Then the Indisns were moving he would get but a very few shote thet is
with any degree of sccuracy.

Do you know of sny Indians being killed there.

Yos sir. I sav two Indiens killed in fromt of me and I saw several
wounded go back to the village. 1 saw some of the Indisns on the open
sitirmish line drop off their ponies. Lieut. Hare shot one.

Questions by Maj. RenOe

G If the men had mot hit the Indisns would that be the fault of Haj.Remo.



Ae ¥o sir. ®

#hy 4id you not attempt to ral)
Q-or“.' ot v the men and keep then from going back at

i, 1 did attempt %o but ecould not do {t.

ge Yhy ¢id you allow those mem to go.

Ao They would not obey ue snd the whole line was going out. If the whole
1ine was not going out I would probadbly have used foree $o0 stop the men.
As it was 1 did not feel justified in foreing the men $0 remain,

ge You could not comtrol thoee men.
i, No sir. Not at that time.
Gs You thought it was your duty to stay dehind.

4. I think 1% is the duty of an officer on a retrest to be the lsst one at,
and on = charge to be the Tirst one.

Qe Do you think 1t wves more importsnt to get the guidon then to comtrol the
mens

A. ¥%o sir, but I thought it wes my duty to get the guidon after it wee
abandoned.

e And allow the men t0 go out in disorder instead of rectraining them.
4., I have ansvered that and will not amawer it any more.
Questions by tha court,

Q. Whet wes the nearest point from sgll indicstions you said that Geml.
Custer's command spproached the river.

A, The nearest point it approached the river wes st the point "3",
Q. D44 you motice that place whether there was any attempt to mm
A« Ko sir! I did not notice.

G« There were other fords were thers?

A« Yes sir there were seversl fords lower doen the river. The regiment forded
the river the dey we left below there.

You think thet wes the point he approsched the river first.

‘D

i, Yes sir. I noticed thet two imerican horses hed gone close to the water,
the ground was claysy there snd you could notice where two horses had
gone down and turned to the right snd e followed their treil disgonelly
eway from that forde

U« ¥here were the mearest signs of fighting.
A, The first man was found within 5 or 600 yards of thet foxd.

Qs Were there no evidences of righting nesrer than that.
Vol. 1, p.340 340

.



hjod.r.

Qe ggymmthomorthumnumtomtthoat&n.

j« I don't knowe I was almost
$0 1t but 3 days defore, stranger in the compeny having been attached

The witness then retired.
The examination of sergeant Davern was then resumed by the lecorder as
follows:
Q. Tell how you got your horse and why it wes you left the timber.
Ae Decsuse the balance of the commend hed left the timber.
4e Hsd you heard any notice or prder given sbout lesving the timber?
As No eir.
Qe ~14 you hear any calls in there.
i. Fo sir.

Qe Vould you have heard any if the calls had they been sounded in the usual
way? >

A, I thisk I would,

Qe Tell sbout your going to the edge of the bank to join the command, amd
what ocourred there. Uid you have smy difficulty in getting up the edge
of the bank.

i There ws & hores $ied to mine. I had mo other difficulty.

G« 7here were the troops whem you got out.

A, Buming towards the river.

%« ¥as there anybody dth' you then and if so, how =many.

A. There was no person with me.

Qs ¥ho was nesr you?

Ae I mst e sergeant of ¢ Compeny when I got out of the woods end gave him
the led horse I had.

Qe How far was the commend sway from you at that time, or could you see?
A+ I saw part of the commnd rumning toverds the river. ‘

e {haﬂhwfunntmmlhoﬁyoupthmm#ﬂum.
Av Some were sbout 10 yerds swey snd same were down a good waySe

%« %“here did most of the comsand seem to be?

r

A it the river, crossing ite 841
WL, 1, pasad



e And men wers still coming out of the woods.
3. Y“lil'o

Q. vid you see any Indiens betwsen you end the comand or nesr tlere.
As Yeos sir.

g, About how many.

Ao 1 could not say. They kept going on the flemks st the hesd of the colums

G Tell what happemed to you in going out from there.

Ao Betuween there snd the river my horse fell as I was passing two G compeny \
men who were dismounted. There were Indisns on the left and they mde a
rush for the G Company men I thought. .bout that time my horse fell and
I went over his hesd. I looked around amd sew thet wmy horse wes getting
up end I sew the O Compeny men were mixed up with the Indiems. The
Indisne hod run their ponies together and were dismounted, I rushed back
and got on my horse and got away.

gs Tere the two men of C Company dismounted?

A. Yos eir, going on foot rumning.

§. Did you ever see those men after that.

A. I saw the bodies of two men down at that place afterwards.

Tell what you did then.

{.‘h

A, 1 got on my horse smd got down to the river and crossed it near Licutenant
¥allace. There were Indians om the right of the command firing at Lieut.

Yallace.

% Then you got to the river shat were the men ding there,

A. Nothing - omly trying to get out of the river. The opposite bemk appesred
to be closed up with men end horses.

Qe How dié they appear to be?

As Trying to get oute

G D4d they sppesr to be demoralized or a commsnd retresting in good order.

i, They seemed to be retreating in ss good order as could be expected.

About that time Lisut. Hodgeon jumped his horse into the river or his
horse fell in end his horse got away from him. A trurpeter of I Company
erossed the river at the ssme time and he csught hold of his stirrups %o
help him out. I heerd Lieut. Hodgson spesk to the trumpeter dut I eould
not hear what he ssid. Lieut. Hodgson got out and thet was the Bt 1

saw of him.
%ere the Indiesns firing into the commend 1f so, whore were the Indians?

Qe
- As They were not.
R Did you see Indisms close to the river.
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Not after I got into the river.

pid you see Indians firing into the men thet were crossing.
Yes dr.

How many Indisns d1d you sce nesr th» re.
I eauld not may.

'i:; anybody on that bank or on the other bank returning the fire of the

1 4id not notice mmy.

If there had been anybody of troops % to drive the eway
would you not have seen them? e g

Yes sir.

¥here did you eross the river - at the head or rear of the column?
In the rear of the colummn.

DU4d you eross where the other men did?

No eir I orossed a little below, it was = narrow passage up the opposits
bluff,

¥hy d1d you go below o eross.

The upper place was too erowded.

Ls Tast as the men got om the other side what did they do?

They rwn on up the hill.

D16 you see Hajor Hemo et that crossimg, if so, what was he doim ?

1 did not see him there.

Fhere did you go after erossing.

I went pert of the way up the hill end stopped there.

Did the Indisns follow the troops up the hill after they erossed over.
1 saw two Indisns over to the left end farther up the hill then I was.

Did any of the Indiens you saw in the bottom follow EHajor Reno's column
across the river?

Ko sir,
What officer did youueummgmnp-mtm you stopped.

1 saw Lieut. ¥allasce shoot sgross at some Indians +ho were killing e man
three or four ridges from there. Trat hill was divided into rilges or

water cuts. 343



Qe On which bank of the river was that,

Ae Onthrlmmmtlutunt-hmummmmmh
Qe The Indiens were killing & men?

A. Yes sir, I found out afterwerds it was Ur, Devolf.

Ge mwmutumdthuuuammtmmm
A, Yes sir, I saw J¥a jor Reno,

Qe "hat did he say to you if enything?

4+ 1 don't recollect exactly. I think he asked me if I hed eny water, I
said I had not and he gave ne soma,

Qe ©id you hear sny firing after you got on the hill.

4e The firing had ceased only there were some sesttering shots by the Indians
on the laft.

G D4d you hear any firing fros any other direction down stream any where?
A. dhortly after I got on the hill I did.

Q. Usseribe that firing.

A, I% was in volleye.

S« There did it seem to come from,

4. 7ram down stream.

Qe How did you happen to hesr it: did you go out to any point, or were ym
there with the others.

On the hill where the others were.

fgg the balance of the cammnd there.

i
%
f]. Yes sir.
_g&. “es the firing plsin or faint.
A, It sas mot very distinet but a person eould distinguish it wes firing.
Q. You eould tell it was volleys.
b Yos sir.
'/ G D44 you hear any firing between the volleys?
:'-f Al Ko air,

.{Q- fhat G1d you see in the direction from which the fire was coming at the
{1 time?

' ottom on
» I saw what I to be Indisns eirecling eround im the b
‘hmmmtum, fr= where we hed our fight sway down in
the bottom. '
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Ge Uould you tell from where you were on which side of the ereek they were?
4. 1 might be deceived because there wer: so msny bends in the ereek.
Ge About how meny Indians 414 you see?

4. There were a good memy there,

Ge "ere they raising much dust,

fs Yes sir, I called the attention of Capt. Weir to 1t &t the time.
le V¥hat 418 you sy %o him and what did he say to you.

&, I said to Captain Veir "That must be Cener:sl Cueter fighting down 1a the

l;:t;cn".l He asked me whore end I showed him. He s=id "Yes, I belisve
8"

Qe ¥hat 4id he do thenm.

A. Not enything.

Qe Vhere was Major Hemo at that time.,

Ae 1 don't know, he wan somewhere on the hill.

Qe 4bout how long wes that «fter you got om the hill?
A, Haybe helf an hour.after.

Qe Hefresh ywur memory sbout shet was dome by any part of the com=and right
sway after that firing was heerd.

A, Hothing was done.

Qe Had Captain Benteen got up with his ecolumm et the time you heard this
firing and spoke to Caple ¥eir sbout 1t?

4, I think he must have been thers.
Q. Did mouhucolmmup.
/A Fo I 414 not, but I sew the peck trein come up soon after I got on the MaL,
Ce DO you know whether Capte Veir wse in the botiom with you?
Ae Te was not.

% Fhose command was he with.

Ae Captein Senteen's.

4. Then he being there, you suppose Coptein Benteen's comusnd ws there,

LA, Yes sir.

Ge ‘hers was it you first sew Yajor Heno after crozsing the streem on the
retreat.

4« On the hill.
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e ThmﬂshﬁhlfﬂlchQw'-mdt-Mtdmmum-
Qe Did you hear Hajor Femo give any orders to any one on the hill?
4, Not that I recollect. |

‘o Do you recolleet his giving an order to Lisutsnsnt
. : 0} Hare or any other

Ao I think he said something sbout going to look for Lieut. Hodgson to some
officer, I don't know who 1% was. ‘

Ce Where did Captain Seir go sbout the time you spoke to him, as you stated.
ie No where.

(s There 418 dhe company go?

As No where.

Qe Uo you remesber whether Captain Seir moved his compsny down the stream.
L. Fot at that time. FHe did later in ths evening.

2. How long after you spoke to him about the firing?

A. Over an hour.

Q. How long was that after the pack train csme up?

A, Detween ome ené¢ iwo hours.

Ce Phere did it go?

A, That I heerd was, t0 open imnuntlm with Cenersl Custer.

Qs Do you mesn two hours after you erossed ‘he stream or two hours after
you got on the hill?

A. Two hours after I got on the hill,

Qe P44 the whole comsand go down?

A, Yes sir.

Ge At the scme time?

A Ghortly after Captain Weir moved out.

Q. How soon after the pack trein csme up did the vhole camend move down?
A 1bout two hours after the advence of the pack-irain came up.

S Wers you sent to Ceptain Weir with axy worde

4, Yo sir.

Q. D1d you go to him thet =fterncon?
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Yos sire
who sent you?

He called me himself and asked
s b me 0 tell him the details of the fightin

“ho did you report to after that?

Mo jor RenOe

¥hat duty were you doing for him that afterncon?
I was his orderly -~ holding his horse.

How long was it after la jor Reno's commsnd helted and before
loft the timbder. e — r

A half or three guarters of an hour,

You say something ebout the edvance of the pack train. Whet did it z;mm
Apgaunition,

How such ammunition 41d you Pire while you wers in the bottom?

About twenty rounds.

Were you firing most of the time when you got a good chance.

Yas sir.

How long 444 the firing last that you heard down the stresm?

1 heard it occasionally for about sn hour snd a half,

Do you kiow what beceme of sll those Indisne efter ks jor Remo started
baek on the hill. ' '

1 4o not.

Lo you know in whet direction they went?

I d0 mot. I saw they hed all left when we 2ot on the hill.

U4d you notice in what direetion they wemt.

1 supposed they were the seme Indlsns I saw eircling round in the bottom,
Thile you heard thet firing ‘n the bottam which you ssy lasted sbout am
hour snd & half, state if you sew sny Indians wetching Ha jor Reno's
comsend on the 3ille

I don't recollect thet I dide

The commsnd moved down  little weye with Captein Veir.

r... sir.
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Tell what you know sbout the

commend
how long before it came back. going down there. What it 414, and

It 4id not go forward very far and

g iy it was probsbly fifteen mimutes defore

fere you with iajor Reno st thet time es his orderly?

Tes eir.

“here did he go?

At the head of the camsand.

waere was Captain Weir,

He wae shesad,

vhat did you do after you went down.

The colum: halted end Major Deno sent for Capt. %elr.

Then what was done?

%e went back a short distence - throw out a skirmish line - the Indians
were returning froa the other side of Capt. Feir and his company had
just time to form when they got baek.

Did they go baek to near the place where Major Reno went when he Tirst
went on the hill?

4 1ittls to the right of that - I believe some of the companies occupled
a position farther up stressm.

How mear is your position as orderly to the commending officer?
vithin cslling distence.

Do you usually hear what the orders are?

Sometimes I heer. |

Ctate 1if you know what orders wore givem by Major Heno et the time you
started back to take position.

1 don't know of any orders - 1 saw i or Heno sné Cepteln Benteen talking
together but I don't inow what they saide

How long have you beem in the service.
Cixtesn years.
Tell what preperations were msde there that rou saw.

The eompsnies wers deploying in skirmish line - the pack enimals removed
into s depreseion in the hill - those wers 81l the preparstions that I

hat were the Indimns doing?
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A. Closing up = advancing on the commend,

Qe D1d the fight begin about that time.

Ae Yes sir.

Ge How long d1d 1% last thet dmy,

he Until derk.

g, How long before derk did it commence.

A. A 1i%%le before sundown = I don't think 1t was sn hour high.

Q. Do you kuow wvhat time the sun sets in that htiua. st thet time of year,
A« Fo sir. |

Qe About how many hours did the fight last there at thet pleace that afterncon,
Ae About 2 hours.

G, ¥ame you with Maj. Femo during that Tisht there.

Ae No sir.

‘Ge Where wers you,

ke He sent me to the depression on the hill with his horse and t0ld me to
romein thore 0 that he would know where I was if he wanted his harse.

e Could you sse him at all during that fight.
A+ I could see him ocecasionally.
Qs ¥here ¢id you see him,

A, At different places, “he troops were formed in a kind of ecirele, and I
saw him going to different parts of the line.

Qe How far was he away from that depression.

A, One part of the line was close to it, and I saw him there one time.
Qs+ How close wae the line to thet Jepression.

he ¥ithin sbout 50 yards at one place.

Ge ¢hen 414 you report to Haj. Heno next,

As 4t dark or shortly after.

Qe How long 414 you eontinue with him from thst time on: what was he doing
end what 44d you d0.

A, Heo told me to go to nis peek mule end got his bedding, and fix it for him
end I did so,

Qe  ¥het 44d you do then.
A¢ 1 stppped there within 2 or 3 yerds of him.
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sz that right after dark?

Yes sir,

Shere was that plsce?

It was ¢lose %0 the line,

¥as it 1o the depression or out of 14,
It was in the depression,

Did you make your bed there,

Yeos sir.

Utate what orders Major leno gave you.

He t0ld me %0 wedt up t111 12 o'eloek ud un him end then I el d go to
gloap,

“hen did he toll you thet?

“hen he laid down,

Yhen did he lay domn,

I don't know - it was a shile after dark.

¥hot time was it. |

I don't know,

How long was 1t after entire iuipu or after the firing ceased?

It was quite a while = 1 cam't say how lomg., 1t must have been 2 hours,
Do you think it was two hours after derk when Msjor Meno laid down?

Yes eir.

Gere you with lsjor Hemo from dark $ill the firing ceased - all the time,

Not a1l the time. He would go sway end come beok occaslonally before
ho laid down.

U4d you see him most of the time.

Yes sir,

How long wes he away from you at sny ome time between the times ymu spesk
ore

I could mot say - He wes not swsy emy ¢reat length of time,
is much ss half an hour at sny one tims?

He might have been, but not any wmors I think,

After getting your blankets vhat did you do?
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1 went to .1-,.
¥hen 844 you mnext see ¥a jor Reno,

Fot %111 he had the trumpet sounded in the morming =~ I 414 not weke him
up = I 4id not weke up ayself, o

Were you with lajor Feno the mext ‘my. If so, what meurred - state all

the orders you heard him give and all you saw him do thet day during the
fight with the Indians,

I was not with him that day « I got permission that merning to go on the
skirmish line. 1 saw him several times during the day ne he wes walking
about the line, going from one part of the line to another.
Yas that while tho. firing wme going omn?
Tge, oir.
ias there enything elee you saw him doing that day?
Ko sir.
You w#ere on the line the entire day till the fight was over?
Yos sir, excapt the times I wont for weter,
Guestions by Major Heno.
inat wae your renk in the Ammy on the #ith of June 1876%
I was a Private,
You have been connected with the serviee about 18 yeurs,
Yes sir.
You are an old soldier?
Yes, sir.
Jo you remember a men nemed Mellergy?
Yoa sir,

44 you see him st Or ebout the ford i e lia jor Reno was erossing to the
tizbar? '

Yos sir.

“here did you see him?

1 saw him recrose the river, coming back from iajor Heno's cammand, -
Lo you know whore he was golnge

1 spoke to him se he was going acrose the river end he seid he wae golng
to General Custers

Y18 he say what for?
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1 asked no furthor questions.
Uid he say who zent him,
No sir. 1 supposed Ma jor feno sent him,

Do you know what porition he occupied tosards Major Meno - was I» his
piriker?

Yes sir.

Sy that you mean his body servent?

Yes air.

At vhat point 41d you see him,

Juat erossing the ford on his way baek. N
“id he sftervards join Major ligno?

Ko sir, 1 never saw him aftersards,

uith regard %o firicg in the timbor - are you skilled with the carbine,
Are you considered a good shot,

4 tolerably good shot,

id you not fire more slowly then the olhr mean?

Yes sir,

Tou fired 20 rounds.

Tes sir.

Uid sot you fire considarable slower than many of the men?

1 believe 1 aid,

“hat woe your duty on the 25th and 26th of Jume as orderly?

in onderly's duties are to take orders from the commamding offic.r to
;:;‘mm company officers snd to earry messages from him to other

¥ith regard to taking eare of Major Reno's horse in the timber - ‘het did
he say to you sbout that?

He said nothing to me about his horse.
¥as 1% not your duty to take his harse into the Simbor?

“Yes eir but the horse was led in by some parson already,

Yae 1t not your duty as orderly to look after his horse?
Yos elr, : |
¥hen Major Reno left the timbar he was mounted was he not?
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timber?

Yea sir.

It was your duty se orderly to be with his horse?
Yas sir.

Had he not a right to expect you % be with his horse in the timber that
day.

Not at thet time, 1 believe I went and reported to him st the timber ~
that iz I spoke to him,

¥het did you do?

I went on the skimmish line myself,

vid you have his pemmission?

No sir, I 214 not ask his permission at thet time.
You went there wit out his permission?

Yon sire

If you hed been with his horse you would heve known when he left the
tiaber?

Yes sir.
There was where you ought to have been secording to your duty?
I don't keow et thot time 1 was notthere when he dimmounted.

Yhere wes Capt. Denteen's column when Ad:utut?%a gave the order to Major
Reno sbout going down end charging the Indians

1 444 not see Captain Benteen's commend after the regiment was divided
into columns,.

fhere ms Csptain Senteen's column et thet time.

On the left bank of that little tributery of the Little Big Horn.
How close to le jor Reno?

1 don't know - I 618 not see him.

D4d you look for him?

I don't know that 1 did,

Had Captain Benteen perted frow liajor leno or the main eolumn before
that order was given by sdjutant Cooke
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You thml that Ad jutent Cook came to Ma jor Reno and gave the order?

Yes sire
Hepest in what way the order was given.

"Gerard colies and reports the Indisn villags three miles shead and moving -

the Uener:1l direets you to toke your three compenies and drive everythi

. “
befors you., Col. Bontesn will be on your left and will have the seme
instructions,.”

How long before thet hed Usptein Benteen left the column?

I don't remember shen I.ho division was mede into columms whether it was
shortly after we move! owt of camp or not,

Ceptain Benteen's column was not in sight wes it, at that time?

I don't know, I d1d not see him.

five you sure Captein Senteen wis in sight or out of sight.

From what I have leerned sinee, I believe he was out of sight,
D44 you know at that time?

Ko sir.

After Adjutent Cook gave that order to Ms jor Nemo where did he gof

I don't know where he went immediately after. 4 ghort time after ss the
command sterted out I saw him end Cepteln Xehoe both with Hajor Heno.

Uid you see eny person go in the direction of Captain Senteen's column
with any order?

No sir.
bid 28 jutant Cook go im that direction?

1 don't kuow = he would not have had time to go snd reach that column
and then join Major Heno sz somn as he did.

Then at the time that order wa: brought to kajor Heuo thet Captain Senteen
would be ordered to do the same as Me jor Hono was, Oaptain Benteen was

out of sight, st least you did not see him?

I d44 not see him.

Yhere was that order givem?

4 gshort way froz that Indian tepee.

Apout or below 1t7

Above it. x

Before you rosched the tepee?
Enortly before - 1t could not huve been mors than 200 yarde fros the
# :
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Indian tepee if 1t was thet much,

Qe ¥as the command moving,

A, General Custer's acd Major Hero's columns were halted.

Qe Yere they on the same szide of the ereek?

Ae You sir,

¢, On which side’

A, The right bank,

Qe How long befors that hed Me jor Neno erossed to the right bank.

As & short time before thet,

Ge VWho wae with Major Heuo at the time this order was given?

A+ 1 con't remesber who was thare. I think Lieut, Wallace was. I don't
know whether Lieut. Hare was or nots I think he wes. Lisut, Hodgson
wes there.

Qs How close were they to Majar Heno when Adjutent Cook cume up with that
order.

A, 1 don't know.

G Inwhat tone of volce was the order given?

Ay In e clesr dietinet tone of volce.

Q. How far was Ad jutant Cook from Major feno when the order was given?

A+ 45 close es his horse would sllow him to cet %o him.

Qs And spoke in & loud tome of volce.

As So that all around there would hear him.

Qs  How close were you to ka jor Heno?

A, Right cloees |

G Phat were you doing?

de O4tting o my horse.

Qs Were yu closer to Major deno then Lisut, Wallace was.

A« 1 don't know whother I was or not.

R Vere not u-m. fellsce, Hodgson and Hare there near emough t0 hesr

~ the onder’

& They might have been.

Qe Thers they not as well placed to hesr the order as you wers?
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Ae They might have been,

Gs You saw no effort %o carry the order to Captein Benteen?
Ae Jo sir,

Q. Yhers dofou fix the apot on the vhere the Indians were eire
around if you cam f£ix it at .n.-' o s

A, Comewhat Turther up than where the skirmish :I..iu is ond on th® left back
in the “11".

G« 1 speak of the time when you spoke %o Ceptes Weir sbout seeing Indiens in
motion. Yhere were they when you sew them.

Ae I can's point it out on the map.

Qe ‘-‘;’u it far from the place where lVajor fleno had his skirmish line in the

As ltmtohlmtuauuvithtMt skirmish line.
Qe In which directionm.

A, On the right in the direction of the skirmish line.

Ge Tms it for from that line or not?

A. It would not be very far. I don't know how much ground the timber covered
fras she hill -~ 4% was not s grest distance.

Ge Tas it half & uile?
A. I think ebout a mile.

Qe The place you saw the Indisns eireling sround was about half & mile
from the skimish line?

A, About that from where it was on the left.

Qs How far d4id Captain n.u_- go down with his mens

A+ To the first rise - out to the right.

Qe Did you ever o out as far as Captain Felr went?

Ay ¥o - I went with ¥sjor Rno'i o0 lumn. .

Q. How for 4id thet colusmn go in the direction of Cept. Heir.
As 1 could not say.

Qs VYas 1t a mile or two?

A I don't think it went a mile.

Qs ¥hat time do you think Major leno's colwm resched the top of the hill
from the bbttom. ' .

A+ I think it was betwesn two and three o'clock,
"tlf‘
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e Do you thizk it wme before or ufter 3.

4, I think 1t was before.

g, #nd remained there how long do you think.
A+ They remained theore about two hours.

0, That would bring 1t to sbout 8 o'elock?
A, Yes sir.

Q. How long were they going to meet Captein Weir's company snd rsturning?
Ae I cauld not say,

Ce Vas it an hour do you think?

A+ 1%t might have been &n hour,

G Is an hour a fair estimte?

A. 1 don’t know.

Q. Fes it such more than an hour?

A. I ean't state the tinme,

Qs Fhat time do you swpone Ha jor Heno's command orossed the river to go to
the timber? :

A, About 1 o'elock, maybe after 1.

Qs You think they got back(after they cume dack from where Capt. Welir was %o
where the stand was made) sbout an hour before sundown.

A, Yes sir. _
Qe When Ma for Reno laid down hed the firing ceseed?
A Yos siw, -
Qs ¥are the men sll in proper position to resiet an atteck.
Ay Yes sir.
@ All the military srrangements were comploted were theéy?
A, 1 suppose they wers.
‘;u Were the other officers and the men laying down?
As I don't know, I went to sleep as soom as I lald dowms
Q« Were not the men all in proper shape for resisting an attack?
As I believe they were. '

. % Do you pretend to know all the orders kejor fevo guve?
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A, ¥o sir, I did not say I daid,
g, BHe ewld for sll you kuow have given othar orders snd you not heard them?
4, Yes sir, 1 woa not with him all the time that daye

G, ¥hen ha sent his horse %o the depression it wus for shelter, was 17

Ae Yen sir.

g, He ¢id mot go with the horse?

A, o aire

Qe Ho wao about the lime as far as you saw?

g, Yes sir.

Q¢ The mext day, ae for as you sew, he wug about the line?
Ay Yes sirv.

g, Could you see the pack train when you cams on the hill?
A Yes sir.

Qe How far off was 1%,

A 50 or 100 yerds, 1 went to speak %o & sergesnt of my company in charge of a
part of the pack treine

Qe Fow lung after lajor leno resched the hill 4id you reach thore?
Ae 1 dm's know,

Qs Did you see Lieut, Hare sent $o the ju ok train %o burry 1% up?
Ay Tio sir,

G Do you kuow that he went im that direction?

kv Ko sir,

G D4d you see him coming back from that direction?

Ao Yo gire d
G D14 you say the mek train reached theve 15 minutes = fter Najor Remo reached
there,

Ae Mo eir. _

Ce hmwrnnwuhgotttuto‘bmdmhmﬁuldwhh
Ay I don't know. I wes ddslayed on the side of the hill catehing en Indian pony.
G+ How long were you engnged et that?

A Maybs I was 20 minutes.
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How long were you eoming from the timber to the river.

I cameas feat as uy horse wolld being me.

wae 1t 2 half en hour or twenty minutes?

I don't know,

¥as Ceptain Benteen there when you came upe

Uapte Veir was there. I don't recollect Capt. Bentosn.

The pack trein wae hov for away?

The advence was on the hlu when I got there.

From the timber $o0 the river how long di1d it teke you = § or 10 minutes,
It was more then thet ny hoaree fell vith me there. "
ligs 1t 15 minutea?

1 don't know how long 1% was.

Can you be acourate in the time you were getting to the top of the hill and
reaching the pack trein.

I don't pretend to de accurate.
Pid ¥ajor Rend send to Capt. leir to came %o him?
Not that I know of,
Did you not say thet the eolumn halted and Major Reno sent for Capt. Velr.
I den't think I did.
If you suld s0 was it & fact.
I au not aware 1 suid so.
Quest ions by the Recorder.

¥hen you were going down the bottom did you mot sey you had permisaion from
Major Heno to go with [ieut, Hare.

Yes sir 1 he¢ pemission at the time. He said 1 could go with thet of ficer.
¥hen you went on the skirmish line did you go with Lieut, Hare.
He was the officer I went with.

U4d you consider you were disobeying orders then in going from the tiaber
0 the line,

Bo sir, I thought 1 was doing =y duty ee & soldier.
i camo bueke

W¥ho was holding ¥e jor Heno's
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1 don't knowe I did not see Mis horse et all.

You have repected the order given by idjutant Cook to I-Jé Henos Would you

be 1ikely to know, being s jor Reno's oed
eny word to Capt. Benteen or not? erly, vis ther Genersl Custer sent

Certainly not.

You say when you went on the hill you were talking to Capt. Velir about the
firing - Yes 1% & fact that you had thet couversation uﬂ.mﬂ eir.

Yes elr,
Deseribe thet duet and about how meny Indiens you saw fighting Gemersl Custers
I remarked %0 Capte Welr that General Custer must be fighting the Indisns

they were edreling around in the bot®om. He =eid "Why do you think so",

I said "1 hear the firing and see the dust snd zee the Indisns have all
left us.”

You sey thet might be half a mile from the skirmish line might 1t not be sore?
Yes sir.

You did not mean you were sure it was not over half s mile?

Idon't mean that, .

When you got froo the timber to the ford there were a guﬂ many men there.
ies sir,

You went from the timber mserces thers se fast ss you could?

Yes sire

How long 044 you stop when your horse fell?

Ko longer then to recover uyself - probebly a coyple of minutes - no longer,
Then how fast did you go?

At fast s my horse could run.

Fhere d1d you overtake the comaand?

At the river.

Did you stop or eross overs

1 erossed over right away,

Wy dlid you stop on the hille

To eateh an Indien pony.

How long did it take you to eateh him?

Not lomg then I stopped with Lisut. ¥allace %o fire ot smme Indiens thnt wem
m" Uy, DeWolf, .
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How many shots did you fire.
3 or 4
How long did 1t take you to fire those shots and esteh the pony.
Ten or fifteen minutes.
Are you sure it was not over 20 minutes,
Yes air.
Then what did you do?
fent on to the top of the hill.
Question by Ms jor Reno,

Did you see any evidence of cowardice st eny time om the mrt of Hajor
Reno? -

IO. lil‘o

T.e witness then retired.

fergeant ¥, A, Culbertaon, a witnese duly called, and being first eworn
tell the truth the whole truth and nothing but the truth testifiss as

follows:
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As
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Ao

Cuestione by the Hecorder.
State your name, rank, company end regiment and where serving.

F. 4. Culbertson, Sergesnt Co. "A", 7th Cavalry, serving at Ft. Lincoln,
Dl T.

ihore were you serving on the 25 end 26 of June, 1878, Under whosze oe-nal.‘

1 was serving in "A” compe 7th Cave Cepts Moylsn serving under kej . Reno's
commnnd .

State if you sccampenied ¥aj. feno's eolumn when it went eheed on the

morning of the 25th. If 80 whore was it that 1% marched nlwed and how
far from there did the cammand eross the Little Big Horn River.

I was with daj. lloao':in-.ll. It left Genls Custer's commend at e
tepes sbout 3/4 of e from the river.

At what gait did the commend move dowm.

At & fast trot.
How long were you croasing over?

Thers was & short delay of perhspe 5 to 8 minutes in elosing @ the
column,
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Had you seen the Indisns in the valley before crossing.
No sir, I had seen some dust,

Deseride the movement of thet colwmn aft-r 1t had orossed up to the time:

it :-.uu end deployed s skimishers. State all you sew during that move-
mentv.

After the companies formed the commend was given "Forward”. We moved down
the valley and after golng sbout half way there were Indisns come in on

. our left and fromt. Most of them would cirels off to our left . There

were a Toaw shotes fired some of whiech atruck in front of "A" oompany.
How far was that fram shere the line halted,
About half = mile,.

fas that reguler firing or a few sosttered shots.
~onttering.

In moving down were you opposed et mny time in front by Indisne mesting you.

They were eireling in our front, They were 5 or 600 yards in our front
Just before we halted,

“Yould you tell sbout how pany Indiams you ssw up to the time the command
halted,

There wer» then in our fromt 200 to 250 riding beck and forth and some
erospsed over to the bluff on our 1left.

How far wore the hostile Indiams from the commend vhen they halted md
whset were they doing,

They were firing on ue ez we were shout 500 yards from them
¥ere the Indiens still moving to the left.

They were eireling in front more then snythine else firing end riding
back and forth,

ihen ¢id the cammend commence firing.

1 heard no firing from the command mtil after we helsed and deployed in
akirmish line.

shere was the right of the skirmish lines

I believe the right rested near the woods I wes on the left,
ore you nesr the exireme left,

Yes sir,

About how far 41d the skimish line extend?

The intervels were not kept up well. | Judge we wers deploysd about 200
or 250 yarde perhape more.

“tate all that occurred on the lilnld: 1ine 8s it was in the open, how
long it remeined thore, what it did and yhere it went.
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and were firing fast. Ve remained there some time whem I heerd the command
given, I don't lmow by whom to move by the right flsmk. The & irmish
1ine wes mOvVe by the right flank every men moving towards the timber.
I stopped on arriving at the timber with 5 other men at the edge of the
timber on the brov of the hill the balance of the camsend went into the
woodss I don't knor for whet purpose I did not heer $he command,

Ll
o

Had there beon any casuslties in the commend out there.

Une man waz wounded on the skirmish line thot I ssw. I ssw others in
the woods after I got in we werse on the skimmish line sbout 35 minutes.

You remained out there firing st the Indians efter the command got into
the woods.

e stopped on the brow of the hill and fired 3 or 4 shots apiece end some
person ealled out et that time to go end got our borses. Then the =an
of uyu:equw was wvaunded thet was »1%h us, ‘e left him and went and got
our 4139

When you went and got ysur horses where £1¢ the comemnd go. "here did ym
go and with shom?

Yhen we got our horses I went with Lt, dallece, I could not find ny on
compeny and I Shought I would go with hime They snid they wore going to
charge end ‘ergt. MoDermott =nd myself rode oute ‘hen we got on the hill
we oav but a very few men in front of us, but thers was & heavy bedy of
indiene ull sround us., 4& soon ng we got on the edge of the timber IS,
vallace rode forvard snd =e rode forward with him in the direction of

the river. The commsnd was sll ahead then and I saw none at sll but ome or

two straggling men.
“ere thepekny Indisns between you and the command.
Yoe sir both om our right apd loft and some in front of us.

Can you tell why the skirmish line war taken from the Opem into the timber.
as 1% driven in by the Indians?

Yo hesvy body of Indiens cherged om uz until just ss the lest man got off
the line then about 800 sbout B8 or 10 deep, came round to our left,

20 you know in what order the commnd arrived st the ford.
I know nothing sbout thete
Uo you know how fast they moved.

I judge at & very fast trot, perhaps fester 1 don't knows 7@ were moving
at o feot trot ourselves. Lisut, Jallsce wss loping, I wes trotting.

Could you see what the lndiens were doing #itn referenco to the commend.

They were riding alongside ead firing from the pommels of their saddles
and some fired pistols se we came alonge ;

P44 you hear any command given there to charge or $0 retreat or anything
indiesting what the movement from the woods was to be.
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¥o sir.

Qe Pid you bave any idea what tho movement wes to be from the woodse
As No sir I 4id not hesr the order, and don't know & hing
nyt more than that
someone seld they wers going to charges I don't kmow where the order
caxe from. : .

3. V44 you hesr sny calls counded.

A. No sir.

Ge ¥ould you have heard the culls if they hed been sounded.

A. I think I should,

Q. After the comaand halted and deployed es skirmishers stete if you know
whare Msj. Reno wass That 414 he do or say up $o the time the comasnd
lsft the woode. :

Ae 1 41d pot see Waj., Reno only for = second as the skirmishline wes bdeing
formed, I sew him then riding towards the woods sfter that 1 414 not
ge8 him until the time I arrived on the top of the hill,

Ge Did you see him got into the woal s.

be Fo sir I ssw him going in thet direction.

¢ Upom srriving st the ford in going beck stete whet you sew snd did there.

A. As I came to the ford there wee quite a body of Indiens firing et ell
parties who were dismounted killing horses end men as they could. ¥hen
I came to the ford my horse jumped into the river. I passed Lt., Hodgson
who was in the river., I could not stop my horse to aseist him. L%,
Fallsce stopped om the other side %0 give what sassistance he coulds As
soon as I got out of the river I saw Capt.French, Jergt, lLloyd eand the
Cergt. said we had better stop anéd protect the wounded in coming soross.
I told him to speak to Capte Fremch sbout 1% end he ¢1d so. Capt.¥rench
seid "I'11 try, I'1l try” and wvith thet rode up the hill.

C. Vas there anpbody of men formed on the other bank of the ﬁv.rnﬂuﬂ.
the men in gottiag over.

Ae Ko elir. =

Qs ¥%as the fire of the Indians returned by the troops %o drive thes from
their popition firing into the men.

A+ No sir 1 heard none.

Qe D4d you see any other offiger Shers?

A+ Not sny officer right there, I met Lt. Vernum sbout 20 yards above that
with s wounded =am the =an who was teking esre of his horse. FHe ameked
me %o dismount and sssist the man on his horse. I dismoun esught
a 1%0se horse of "G"Co, snd put the map on him snd started on/the Rill
again,.

Q. D0 you know whers Maj, Heno was at that time,
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I esn't say.

Lhere did you next see him,

Jn top of the hill,

Pid you go on up the hill,

Yes sir slowly,

#ere the men coming up from the river. .

Yes sir moet of them dismounted.

Dié you eross st the same place the other men crossed.

On going into the river I went in ot the same place but I chose a place
asbove that to go out,

vid you observe any other wounded msn besides that one in the wods.

The 1at Sgt. of ny compeny was wounded in the knes end I stopped end got
him 8 horse.

¥ho asaisted you.

Jgt. Beler-ott.

D4d you get him up.

Yoe air.

Fere you under en Indian fire at the time?

Yes air they were firing from a high point on us.

U4d you see any other officer going up the hill, if so who?
Ho sir, no other,

“hen you got on top of the hill what officer did you see and what wes he
doinge

The first officer I sew wes Cspt. Moylan end I heard him say he would
not sell his horse for something 1 dam't know whate :

#hat wae Maj. Reno doing when you got on the hill?

He wme riding down to where his position was sfterverds. Inefe w
minutes m::m them esy Canersl Custer's column see coming.

¥ho did 1t turn out to be.

Capte Sentoens : -
How lomg sfter you got a the hill before Capt. Senteen's column arrived?

About 5 or 10 minutes.
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Did you hear ¥aj. Reno give amy order on the hill, if so what,

I heard him give an order o L%) Varnum but eculd mot tell wha it ves.
Could you hesr whet it was sbout.

o sir.

Could you hear 1t wns shous BnY Derson.

Fo sir, L%, Varnum mde answer that his _
he could got a new horse he would go, TS SN 00 VN VARV 3%

that d1d you do efter that?

Az soon as I arrived o the hill I went to where the most of the men of
my company were and ss the wounded men came up we $ook care of them.

I4d the wounded men =o0stly come by theuselves.

There were only two othar men oame up at thet tim, I nesn men of my
own eouDANY.

tere they being askbated?

No #ir. One -an wounded in the timber we told him %o hold on %o Hs
horse and he ¢id so end rode up.

How about the othor one.
ils came om horseback.

ihen ridins aeross the bottom emuld you ses whether thﬁ were men wounded
on the ground or falling from their horses.

I didn't notice any of the men, I believe except one lying close to the
brush, I dom't know whether he was wounded or not.

You saw liaj. Henmo riding tosards the position you =ftersurde ccoupled for
defense, T"hen and whare did you see ¥aj. Heno mext snd what orders did
he give,

1 wee called by Capte Moylan and asked whet men wore wounded snd how meny
were nissinge I t0ld him sné them Lieut, Vernum asked me if I had any
water. while speaking to him end giving him a drink of water he aske!

me if I had seen snything of Lieut, Hodgson. I said 1 haé and gave him

s deseription of shere I had seen him luste He elther ealled Maj, Heno

or he came up about that time mnd I told him I hed seen Lisut. Hodgson

in the river. Maj. Deno ssked me if I thought I emld find him, I seid

I thought 1 could, He said he was going for some watser and I éhould go
slong with him, 10 or 1% men &nd ~yaelf then went with ¥aj, Feno %o

the river., %6 west down to the river snd I found the boldy of & men lying
2t the edge of the river. I 8t first thought 1t waa Lieut, Hodgeon and
ealled Maj, leno'e attention %o 1%, but it proved $0 be a man of my own
company, Ye filled our canteens sbove where the nan wae lying iu the e
rivor snd ceme up on a little bench again advancing up the hill and & man™
of my Co. came seross the body of Lisut, Hodgeon and ealled kaj, Reno's
attention to it, and he came up %0 the boiy. =e found thet his wateh and
ehain hed been taken off exespt the little gold bar inside of his vest,
and 2 plais gold ring Maj. Weno took thet off and eald it was his class
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ring. ‘omtwuthunmm.morv.n in ths bruch
and took him out, He had lost his horse and hed hid hth:o'mlll'
got an Opportunity %o get omt. e then went om to the top of the hill.

Qe ¥hen you went down 0 the river wers thare eny Indiane in that fmmediste
vieinity.

4. Not in the front, but on our right there were Indisns on the hill.
Ge Pas there eny specicl or great dsnger or only a liability of deing hit.

i, There was & chance of being hit they had killed several men right along
there the firing veas not heavy but we stood & chenge of being killed.

Ge #hen you went back %0 the top of the hill vhet movement of troops was
then made, In vhet direction, how for enéd how soon after you got baek.

A, 1 think in sbout or 20 minutes Capte ¥elr's Co. moved out the pack trein
was just coming up e mam of my company who ceme up with the peek train
was there. "A" Co., had 4 wounded men snd we had $0 teke the seddle blaniket:
to put them in. I belleve thet wae done by Haj. Heno's order dut Capt. 3
Moylan sups-intended 1%, It took six men %0 ssch wunded man snd the
rest %o take care of and lead the horses, %e moved forsard for a helf
or three querters of a mlle, whors orders came back to halt and return %0
gur 0ld porition. We were moving dosn the river following Captain
Heir's Co. which wes in advance.

Qe How nosr did you eppronch the advsnee position of Capts Veir's Co.
Ae 1 don't know they were being driven back.

. TWow far was it ahead shen yu noticed it wus bdeing driven back,

Ae 4bout 800 yawmis.

Ge How much time was occupied from the time you got on thes hill in making
thet movement golsng down and retumning. \

A, From the time we laft the hill going down, returning and getting into
position sbout an hour end e helf, e travelled slo: moved only a few
feet ot s time.

U« Do you knowwho ordered the colum: to move down stream.
As No sir,
Q« Do you kmow who ordered Cspte Weir's Co. %o move out.
A No sir.

Qe After the return of the commend what orders Gid you receive about the
packs, if any, end from whom. :

Ae While on the skirmish line Lt, Mathey came tome and seid 1 shouls bring
::nrmrmm line and take off the packe and build dreastworks for
the wounded. While we were taking off the packs One men was instantly
killed then an order came I dan't wow from whom but I think from ome of
the psckers not to take off tha paeks. Just then ¥sj. Feno came slong axd
Capt, Mathey asked him sbout i% ond he said yes take the packs off, and we
took the pecke off snd built breast works for the wounded. -
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o beck $0 the timber when the skirmish line was thron ocut there end
e stayed ir the timber or bottom 111 it left

fe were on the line sbout 35 minutes and 1t took
to get out of the woods thet mould bde about 4% m‘h....ﬁ“ S0 —

Stete 1f you esa from the time laJ, Heno loft the command of Genersl

Custer ot the tepee how long it wus until
united their forcee on the hill, 48 jo Teno and Capt., Senteen

It was about an hour and a halfs

Yow long was it ofter Captain Benteen's arrivel on the hill until the
pack train came up or any part of i%. '

I judge 1% took us sbout 235 minutes to go t5 the river end find Lieuts
Hodgeon's body and retwrn. Vhen we srrived on the hill there I found
port of the train was upe The smmumition hsd errived.

oo you ‘mow just when the ammunition arrived,

1 do not.

%hen wes 41t Capt, Yelr moved down the streem before or after the smmunition
pack-ule esme upe

It was after, Hs wes on top of the hill when I came up from the edge
of the river.

U1d you ocoupy ss =uch time firing at the Indlsns ez the other =en.

I don't thin: I 414 as much firing s some of the others. I may havs been
three or four minutes longer than others.

How many rounds of ammmition did you fire.
I found by my balt thet I hed fired 21 rounds.

“4ute 1f you heerd firing fram the direction in which Gen. Custer's battle~
field wes afterserds ascertained o be, i #0 when wes it as compared

with the time Capt, Denteen's column csue ups Yescribe thet firing e
what was eaid about it.

It wss whon Lt. Varpus cslled me to ask me for same water. IHe wes sitting
on th: odge of & bank. Fhile sittihe thare talking to Lt 3‘@"1’ e

could hear the firing st first it me a couple of volleys very heevy
aftersards it wes lighter and spresred to be more distent. It. Vemum msde
the resark tiat General Custer ses hotly engageé or wae glving 1t %o the
Indisne hot or words to that offect and in s few minutes afver Ma). BEmo
esme up ond we went down to the river and 1 444 not hear it any more.

If thers hsd been sny firing after thet the Rills would heve broke the

aound,
?ru_!!-'aj. en2 on the hill the time you heerd the firing.

Yos air.

%a2 he nesy you st the time.
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¥pat 414 he do,

He came vp and commenced to te
o s Ik with Lt, Vernum end I -tm back as

Was he looking down the river,
He was.
By himself,

:‘a'::r Lt. Vernum was sitting there at the time Tfecing rether down the

Could you hear the firing et thet sime,
Yes S”.'

“het position d1d Maj. Reno occupy with reference to the firing se
compared with your position.

He was a 1ittle in front and to my right.

How long did ym continue to he:r that firing.

Only & few mhnutes.

Then where d4id you go? .

Down %o the edge of tho river.

Did you hesr any firiag after those volleys.

I 448 hoor soms lttle firing,

Fne 1t regular or chort sud quick like men engaged in battle.
It appeared more like skirmish line firing.

To whom wes the remark of Lt. Vernmum sbout the firing sddressed.
I think to Lt. Rdgerly.

fhere was Maj. Reno at the time that remark wes made.

I think he was too far beck $o have hesrd it.

Sid he step up et onece.

¥o ely.

How long efter.

4 fow minutes safter,

Are you sure you heard firing after Mej. Hemo ease W frogthe direction
of Genl. Custer's battlafield.

Yes sir I am nﬁ of i%. 3o
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Fow 1 after ¢
Q-“ ong het was 1t $411 the movement of the commnd was mde down

T

A, 1 should place it a few minutes inside of an hour.

Then at 2 o'clock PiM. the court ad Journed until 10 o'clock A.N.
. gomorrow Fridey Jem'y, 31, 1879,

19TH DAY,

chtonu;/ Illineis, Jamuery 31,1879,
. 10 o'clock 4.%,

The Court metbursusnt %o adjournsent.
l Presant
Colonel Joln H. King, 9th Infantry

Colonsl Wesley Merritt, S5th Cevalry
Lisut, Colonsl ¥, B, Noyall, 34 Cavalry

Recorder
Lot Lieut. Jesse M. Lee, Adjutent, 9%h Infentry,
Maj, Heno and his counssl was elsv present.
The proceedinge as far as writsen were read and spproved,
Liesutenant Chorles Defudio being recalled by Vaj, iemo testifies es

follows:
Questions by Maj. Remo,

Qe Vhat convorsation u;;y @14 you heve with ¥r. GiEerd in the tisber in x
regard to his being e pon=combatant.

Ae I 314 not converse with him, ho seid 1% served him risht being in that
position that uﬁ o business in the right ss he was not employed to
fight that he was m6% & combatant but only ap interpreter and thet iIf he
had kept »ith the pagk truin he would not have been Toundl in any such
poaition. ! -

A RQueetions by the Reeorders

State from your experience ss sn officer what is the correct positon of
e man amployed as interpreter in regard o such matters whether he is
expscted $o go into/the link sad fight as e soldier being employed as an

interpreter. )

&.'xm'tmmu';' t/that it is & guestion of comtract between him
end the commending pfficer Be is expected to carry out whatever he is
employed to dos |

‘e Is it a part of the duty of mn interpreter sz such %o fight.

Ae Not that I kmow oq. Y

The witness t?d retireds i)
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The examinetion of Smt Culbertson wae the: resumed ss follows.

Guestion: by Haj., Remo.

#hat commands if eny or instruotions 414 Hepo
Compeny "G" om their way to the timber, P -

I heard Bim sy 0 00s "G" not o get exeited thet they bave
enough work or words to that d.‘!'u:' 3 o o

Sgate i thore was not a very considersble cloud of dust im fromt of the
Indian encsupment es you moved down.

ﬂ e
A very large cloud of dust,
Ctate how many Indiens you could see outeide of that cloud.

At times from a hundred %o a hundred snd fifty, st times more riding deck
and forth.

D48 you see Naj. Reno froquently and if =0 whet was he doimg.
1 saw him but once and thet wss when tho 1l ine wes being deployed. Hie

ad,hn::ledthonnmm laft and Mej. Heno was on the right of
the . .

Ctate whet in your fudgasnt what would heve been the effect on the skirmish
line if it had not been retired to the timber,

Had 1t not been retired within © minutes from the time it was I dm't
think eny one would have got off the line.

How long in your juigment oould Maj, Heno have held that timber with his
commend .

I don't think he could have held it hut- & very for minutes.

State what isfouf estimnte of the number of Indians at and sbout the
position of Maj. ieno on the skirmieh line and in t? timber,

I thisk from e 1000 $o 1200,

¥ith regard %0 the nusber of shots that you fired wiat wes your mamner
of firing.

Your of us were together snd we alweys stopped and kmelt before firing.

014 the troops gemerally do that,

¥o sir the majority were new men nover under fire before and fired st
rondon.

£4d you have any ¢ tion with other men om the skirmish line and in
the timber, and if /80 what were thore sistements nbout the number of shots

fired by thems
1 heve had men tell me that they fired 62 rounds.

When you got on the hilltop state 47 you heard Maj. Hemo give any orders
to Lt, Vsrnum.
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Immnatunmelnﬁ what it was 1 44 not mow.

How long was that mmmmmmmlhm

1t was Just as we got on the hill top, L. Varsum was close t0 me.

Stete 1f there was any delay or waste of time in :mki ovemen
the m t down
the river after the packtrsin Joined the command on t:f uh;.u

Fothing more than $0 got the wounded fixed with the blsnkete.

How far down the river in the direction of . o
rrth : Genl. Custer's battlefield

About a half or 3/4 of a mile we were in the rear.
%as the froft part of the colusn much in the advances
Probably 600 ysrds perhaps nore.

“tate whether the firing of shiech you have spoken that you heard while
on top of the hill was heavier in the direction of Gensrsl Custer's
battlefield than that which wae heard in the timber,

It wee not% any heavier than thet w=¢ had on cur skirmish line.

State if the Tfiring et any time you hesrd it was sufficiently heavy to
convey to you or anybody else the idea that Geperal Custer was having
more Srouble than be eould contend with. I

It did not appear to De the impression with any persaon that he wes having .
any more trouble than we had oursalves.

“tate whether you had any conversetion on the hilltop with Capt. Moylsn
with regard to the impression that Genersl Custer had wounded men and
could not join Maj, Heno's comnand.

i had no conversation with him myself but there was & remerk mmde on the
night of the 25th by someone as Cspte Moylan wms passing clong thet Lieut,
Celhoun had been wounded, Ie stopped and ssked who brought the word in,
The man seid he did not !mow thet some seout had brought it in. He safd
he d41d not think it wes true as he hed not heard it.

That was on the night of the 5.

Iss sir just after dark.

‘tate shether the firing you heard down the river at the time the comwand
moved in that direetion was heavy or light,

There was firing betwean iaj, ieno's comuand and the Indiscse none further
down,

D44 you hear eny firing from General Custer's battlefield.

Kot ot that time,

G%ate with regerd to the firing on the %0p of the hill w=hich you spoke of
yesterday how long after you heard that firing 44d you snd Haj. Reno

look after Lt, Hodgsan's bodys
3
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|
|' Ae 4 very few minutes probabdly 5 minutes,

o :::: vhether you hesrd any firing efter youleft the hilltep with Maje

i, Not in thet direction,

Qe "hen you esme back to the hill top from t
near sny firing. P ho edge of the river 418 you

4, 1 did not.

Go How long ¢0 you suppose you were gone there with kiaj, Heno.
Ae I judge 1t took us half an hour to go end come back.

. 4Ag far as you saw on the sfterncon of the 2¢ was not teno exerclisi
caution over his commend. e s

Ao Yeos sir.

s CGpeaking of Haj. Heno going to the psck animals state what he said shere
and if it was s position of great exposure or not.

A, Maj, %eno was standing on the opposite side of thh packs on o side hill
vhich wes s very exrosed place, mmlesswere being killed every second and
men were being killed.

€, Yae a man killed right there.

- A, Yes air,

Q. "hat time wes that?

A. About 20 minutes after the Indisns came down and engeged us that evening.
‘e Fix as far ss you can that period of time.
 A. I should think it wes 5 or half psst.
 Go On the evening of the duy he had been in the timder.
Ae Ygs sir on the "Sthe
. Ge after dark 9id you see him end was he in o position of danger.
ie I saw him that evening ov the loft wiare the brestworks were being buils.
He asked if all the stuff had been put in the breastworks, I ssld no thwe
were some few boxes in front still which were used by the men on the
skirmish lize end he seid we should extend it as far as possible.
Ce Mtnphummmlnmordtmorafom.
! A+ It wos a dangerous place.

Qe Stete whet arrengesente wers mude for the security of the commend om the
: night of the 25, after the firing ceased.

A 1 ean only speak for our own line.
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1 call your attention to pickets being thrown out.

There had been pickets put out.Caps Moylan I suppose recei ord
from Maj. Heno and put plekets out ;l front of totm;:. &

Aftor the plekets were put out did the commsnd lie down ond rest.
Yos sir,

Ctate 1f anything wms sald on the night of the 25 in regsrd to send a
despateh to Genl, Custer, s -

Lss ¥ : tt in the vieinity of the peeckmules and
uhd/zo!cémm Lieut, Vernum had %o go out. iergt.
lelermott cald he did not want %o volunteer but if he ses detailed he

could @0 Lt, Vornum sald 1% was very likely he would heve %o go and
he wanted tha sergt. to go slong with him.

It wee the belief that night thet Uenl, Custer and hia coammsnd were alive?
Yos sir thore was no other impression.

State Af ot sny time or in suy weay the iden ever entered ianto the minds
of the officeras or mem of Haj. “eno's command during the £5 and 26 of
June that General Custer end his comand could possibly be destroyed.

‘here was 10 such impression at ell.

7gs it not the impression on the part of officers and men that Ceneral
Custor and his men were just as sbls to take care of themselves as ¥aj,
Reno was with ths column he haé.

L

The impression vas thet Vemaral Custer hed wounded snd wee not able %o
¢ome $0 Us &s ve wers =0t able %o go %o his,

cpeak of the conversstion between Capte Pelr and Caple Hoylen on the sub jeet
of General Custer that night. )

The Recorder objected to ths question os being entirely too such in

the direetios of heerssy. Ihe court without being elesred overruled tie objec-

! tion.

Ao

Le

Lo

As

I heapd Capts Telr ask Cepte Moylsn when he wes Adjutant -hether Cemersl
Custer sver gave him sny particular orders about doing snything. “hether
we were t0 20 here or theres Capt. Moylsn said no that shen he was

5 jutant Oonersl Custer mever told him what he was going %o do he would
order him to tell the Company ‘ommsuders to go to guck snd such places

and that was all.

State whether you sew Majs feno on the sormimg of the 28, If 0 st what
hour and where was hes

1 saw him sbout 8 or half past coming from the ¢irection "D* Co's. lime
down $0 the brestworks whers Capt. loylan was.

“ho had Cos Ds

Capt. velr. ' 3;,4
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wes thet poasition a dangerous one or not,

It had deen the afterncon bafore I
thet men vere wounded Shere thet “’Tl 5ot there thet day though I heard

Eumm&!-ﬁuominonﬂ:ﬂdumunﬂ_-n‘uhﬂn&h

ek s o S o e
and forth from ome end of the line to the other.

“tate if you sew him golng past theimekirein,

1 saw hia pass it seversl times.

“as thet a position of dmpger exposed to the fire Indlsnse

Yee sir it wee the worst place thore was.

ctate If you saw Mej. Hemo about 1l o'clock on the morming of the 26 ard
hear him spesk of golng sfter water for the wounded.

I hesrd him sey samething sbout sending some men down for wmter,
Ddd you koow s men nemed Helllargy.
I d14.

“tate whether you saw him recrossing $he ford in the direction of General
Cusgter's oormmand,

I sew him goinz back but not recroscing the ford.
Do you kiow whether he rejoined the ¢olumn under Mal. ;&nﬁ.
He nover did that I know of

State with regard to the horsemenship of a grest many men of Laj. Reuo's
eolumn,

4 grecthany men were very poor horsesen.

“tate if you heard Adjutant Coox ur'ﬁnhlng to the men in o lumn on
the way to ths ford,

As we were erossing tiat tridutery #' the Little Big Horn 2d)'t. Cook
pﬁtnom«ncmawmsm‘mmmmuam .

Had the horses of the men at thet $ime becoms unmsnegable.

Ko sir nothing more then that m:-iummtmmwﬂm.
iAre you soquainted with the pohtl-. on the map marked "B%.

I have been there and crossed iN-z

IaitugoolnMuntthmt'&'rhmw.homunm
tizbar. > vl ;

i —

o



i
|

he

Ao

Qe

Ao

As
Co

be

Co

Le

Co

A

Co
A

e

Ao

Ca

Ao

”
D

S
fe
Ga
Ae

Co

I think 1% is about as good,

Ag far as the coumtry is concerned
ot ing. would it mot offer the seme facilities

Yes sir we crossed ummltinatnmﬁa it vas a good crossing.

You heard no firing when you snd Maj. Remo ecome up from the river to the

1 did not.

Dié you see Mr. Oirerd during that fight.
I d44 ot $111 the night of ths 20.

Stete 1f you had any conversation with him in regerd %o his wateh and rifle.

He and Juckeon eame im and Girard seid he has 1ost his wateh on' the
gfternoon of the 25 end through his rifle into the river to try to get away.

fgate If you saw any aots of Girard that are of smy importence in this
mattaer.

I sew him on the morning of the 27th thats all.
Stute shether st any tims during the advance the timber or in the fight
thare, or iz the return %o the hill top or at sny time during all those
engagenents you sav any evidence whatever of cowardice on the part of el
Reno.
None at 2ll.

Questions by the Hecorder.
£4id you see Maj. Heno all that time. )
Eo sir.

About how much of the time during the 25 and the 26 do you supposs ;ou
saw him,

1 saw him frequently back end forth.

How many times did you see 'im and how long et e time and how mach time
altogether?

I suppose putting all the time I saw him togpether during the two deys
wuld amount to probably 4 or 5 houre.

Is that the time on which you base the opinion you heve givem.
Yes sir I ouly base my opimin on that,
You say you saw & cloud of dust at the head of the column going dowm.

Yes oir.
“tote whether the Indisns in drivisg their ponies make esuch & cloud of dust.
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They will,
Gould you tell whether they were sll ponies or warriors on the mOve.
I eould not say.

You d1d mot know what was in thet =loud of dust.
‘0 gire

You sty the command would not have lssted three minutes if it had « ot
been teken off the line irto the timbder. :

Yoz sir,

How many men had been hurt to that time.

1/;::,9;11 one that I inow of but the Indiams would laﬁ cut us off

et
that time because just se the left of the line moved into the woods sbout

800 Indisne came around the edge end Lt. DeRudio stopped and fired 2 shots
at them.

¥aa there any halt made to give the Indians a volley.

ko the skirsish line had moved into the woods.

Then the Indiane passed round without getting the benmefit of e volley?
Yes sir.

4@ the command go into the woode for protasctionm.

I cen't say.

If 1t would heve been degtroyed on the line in going into the woode was
it protected,

It would be more protected thore.
ftste how meny shots you setually fired.
1 found by my belt thet I had fired 21 shots.

\
You stats that the zajority of the men were new sene What do you mean by
a ‘jﬁﬂ”o :

Men not in the service more then 5 or 6 months. MNost of "0" Compeny mem
were mow and a greet many of "A" Company were new.

¥era half of A Company new nen.

Ko about 1/8.

How much more than half of “G" Company were new men.
Not more than half, sbout half.

How much hed the other company.

1 don't know sbout the dther company.
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U0 you say that the mujority were m-:-.

They detailed the oldest men for horse holders.

1s it not Srue thet & great many mem o
a2 recruits bave been in the ,:““ hm’l.hto the service and classed

About one in ten have been in before.

Lo you krow thet wee the camse there.

“e hsd but one men in the 10t we got who hsd been in the service before.
A11 the men had deen in the serviece 5 or 6 months.
Yos eir. '

Camnot = man properly instructed in his dutise learn the ordinary duties
of & eavalry men in six montha,

Yes elr A properly instructed.

You say the commmnd was delaysd on the hill in meking a move om aceount of
the wounded, -

Yos sir.
And not on scoount of the pack train.

I don't know they said when: I eame on the hill that the smmunition had
come Upls

There was deley on cecount of the wounded.

The delay was getting the blackets to put the wunded in.

D34 you see 1200 Indians around Maj. Yemo's command {n tho bottom.
i juige I saw fros e thoussnd to twslve hn#ﬁroa.

Thore might be some down in the village.
I aid 2ot see the village 1 could see a big duet there.

Ugseride the position of the 1000 %0 1200 Indians you saw in reference to
the ponition of Maje Heno's commnd in the timber.

The first Indiens Mere scross on our front snd left the skirmish line was
then drawn in there 1e 8 bend in ths river and the village is mors in
that bend and they came up around the bend passing right whers the line
had Seen.

Then if thare was danger to the commend (n being out in the open firing &
the enemy, and of being destroyed in thres minutes by the Indians coming
there state if thers was not denger in golng out end eroecing the river
to the top of the hill. .

There was great danger in pessing out. The Indisns rode slongside of us
sbout © or 10 deep firing most of the time into us,

Vol. 1, p.a78 ,3?8
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Do you eonsider there was very great ¢
thet timber and erossing that bottom. enger in the commands going out of

I eonsider thare wms dai;& thare,

State T you kuow up to the tims the command started to ﬁan the tisber
of their being any order showing shat there were going to do.

Ko sir nothing only some of the mem said they wer - dou't
know if 1t wae an officer or a soldier. ¥ were going to charge, I don

Otate up to that time how many men had been disabled.

There was one man wounded on the line, another after we got into the
timber and another one was wounded just as he got on his Mopse that was

2ll 1 knew of at the time.

¥hat becsme of those 1200 Indiens you spoke of after Maj. Heno crossed the
river. #

They rode up to the erossing end as they csme up would swing arcund and ride

back aguine

In that movement down the stream after the pack trein came up who wes in
advonce.

Capte Welr's Co.

%ae he considersbly In advance of the other part of ¥aj. Heno's column,
He storted before the balenmocs.

"hat interval was there between his company end the columm,

He may have been 150 yards in advsnce when I sew him he might hw e been
further in sdvance at some other time. .

You don't know whes he moved out.
Eo sir.
You don't know by whoee order he moved, or if by any onler.

I do not.

State if you 'm in & position when you went down to the edge of the river

to hear firing.

Ko sir., After we left the top of the hill the hills detween us and Genl,
Custer's bettlefield would break off all sound,

ihen you come beek on the hill you looked after th.- wounded nem.

Yen d r.

U48 you put the=m whore they would be neer the weters

No sir not nser the sater. They were in a phu‘ Ma j. Reno oceupied after-

ward.
Sed
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¥as 1t in a low place on & high Ploce.
It was in a devreseion.

How much lower was it than the place where you heard the firing first.
It wes mearly om o lovel with it a very 1little depreseion.

Yere you paying any attention so tist ou might hesr the firing or were
you attending %o the wounded. = i

I was not paying any attention %o the firing still if there had been any
I think 1t would hrove been noticed by some one and spoken of.

it might not have been heard by any one.

Ko aire

“as thers not more fir ng as if from sharpshooters from the Indlens in
the dietance on high points or knolls.

There wne Dut 1ittle firing st that time sround our position.

Un the afternoon of the 25th during the fighting how much 414 you see of
ke J. Feno from the time the msn took the finel position for defemse until
the sngngement wes Ovar. :
I saw his twice to speak to him and 1 ssw him s eversl times pessing by,

1 suprose sltogether I saw him en hour end & half or two hours during the
engegemont that afternoon. :

You say & man was killed at the time you were arranging the packs ow nesr
was Maj. Reno to you st that time.

Perhaps within 16 or 20 yards standing on the opposite side of the pecks.

You atated shen fixing the lime st night you sew Ma j. Heno giving instrue-
tions.

Yes dr.

fiere the Indisns firing on the line st that time.
The fire was ceasing.

¥ss the danger ss grest as it had been?

No sir the firing wae going but was not o heavy as it had been an hour
a¥l g half before.

You heve ssid something sbout the impression that Genle Custer was taking
eare of himsslf sbout ae well as Maj. Heno was, ¥#ho had the most =en et

thst time.

I know he had 5 eompanies with him,
¥hat was the average size of & company.
About 40 to 45 men.

Bafore or sfter taking mut the packers.
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I never saw them after the
40 to 45 men,

packers ware taken out, but I Judge there were
Hp d1d not have ovor about 285 men,

About that,

Do you know how many effective men Maj. Reno hed om the hill tlnt night.

1 judge sbout 300 or 325 nen.

State whether there wes any effort mede, under cover of the derkness
thet night $o discover where Cenl. cmt;r w88 s

1 do pot kaow of any.
You eay the pack train wes in o mowt dengerous place: did it remein there.
It could not be chapnged.

¥eze it in a depression.

It waa, but on the opemn side they were exposed to a fire in front of
Comeany Ae

How much had the bulk of that command ridden shortly before that Hime.
During the month before they had ridden probebly 2 or 300 miles.

“id the men fight mounted or dismounted 12 the bottom,

“{smountoed.

Do you :now anything Bbout the ford “B" at that time or immeliately after
the angagement, :

I wvas there st the ford.

Cen you deseribe the spproach to it from the right bank.
inere is & smsll dry creek runs in there. |
Ugseribe the bank on the other side.

On the up river side it wee more sloping then on the other side there were
places shere the commend eould eroes at "B,

You mesn s cammend thet could have hed time to hunt s place.
It would require no hunting.
¥ae it used at thet time by the Indisns ae a ford.

1 think the ford "B" was fully as good as "A%.

Did 1t appesr to have been used es & grossing by the Indieng to the
sanme extent ms "A%.

1 juige so. The right bank IpPﬂl’d.H’ heve bee: used & good desl.
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How was 1% on the other bank,

1 did4 not go over at that time it appeared to be s sloping benk.
Did you notice whether the trail went out on the other side.

1 did not.

fiow wide wes the stream there.

40 or 20 ﬁrd.v

Fhich was nesrer £0 the hostile village the point "B* or the plsce where
e j. Hemo wee in the timber,

“8". It wae nesr the centre of the village.

044 you examine the ground ebout the point “B" as to sny evidences of
fighting. '

Ho eir.
How mesr wsre the first evidences of righting there.

The first body I sew I judge waas cbout 200 yards from there. The companies
ware kept together %o dury the dead se ve came to them end we 4id but
little running around.

N Guestions by ¥sl. Heno.

fas there not an attempt by the whole eolusmn on the afternoon of the 25
to open cawmniestion with General Custer and 11 wae drivem daow.

Yes sir,

Your impression of Maj. Reno's trevery was based on s lomgoer inspeetion
than that of s moment, :

Yon sir,

In point of fset how such were the new reeruits inztructed in the duties
of a cevalry soldier.

1 eowld hardly snswer thst quesrtions The men were on duty of other kind
&2 much. 1“;: 41id not heve much opportunity for insbruction of & eavalry
soldiar, g

If thev hed enlisted 5 or & months befors thet there duties were such thet
they omuld not receive vory much instruction in the dutics of & e svalry

s0ldier,

¥o sir only what was ziven them that spring by Maj. Hemo, nﬂ that was
only & month or sir weeks instruction. -

Guestions by the Ro_uﬂor.

How long hove you bee: in the service.

16 years, "tl'!
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Yeos uir.
04d you drill those “em freguently.

3:1;.;’ it wes mostly compsny drill amé bsttalion drill very little squad
.

44 you consider those men in your opinion
into action, . - T L L

Some few 1 did.

Is there not slwys same men unfit to take into setion in a comsand of
any considerable size.

It is very seldom that you can ever find so msny poor horsemen as we had,
fas there sny particular cowardice on the part of the reeruit.

No sir I don't sesn to asy they were cowards, they wuld fire at random,
not in time. They were 10t well enough drilled in horsemanshiy.

The witness then retired.

Trumpe ter John Martin, Compeny H, 7th Cavelry, & witnesa eslled by the

Recorder and first being duly sworn to teutify the truth, the whole truth mmd

sothing but the truth, testified as follows:

“e
Ae
Se
A
Le

A

(mestions by the Heeorder,
Jtate,your name, nit. company and regiment and wvhere serving.

John Hartin, Trmpeter, Compeny H, 7th Cevelry, serving st/ort Abreham
Lincoln, i, T,

“hat duty ware you om on the 26th of June 1876.

1 ms orderly trumpeter Tor Uenerel “uster.

Thare wers you serving at the time - mesr what place?
About 4 or 5 miles from the little Sig Horn Hiver.

iere vou with Gemersl Custer at the tepee on the right “enk of the river?

Yoo sir.
Where wes it thet hajor Heno's column went shesd of Uenersl Custer,

It was at thet tepes he took to the left and we took to the righte
Yere you on & little stream where you were.

Ko i3 ma & kind of a ravice - we could ses hills on both sldess

Yol, 1, pe308 . 363



Ce

Ao

Ae

Qe

As

A
La

A

L
As

A,

Qe

Le

Lo

Ao

La

On which side was Cenorsl Custer, .

He wes on the rizht and ¥ jor ieno was on the left,

After Major FRemo wont ahead atate if General Custer remained on thet side
Yes sir we west on & jump all the way,

How near did he go to the river there.

He 4id not 2o menr the river at all we struck a little ereok whare we
vaimed our horses - that was the omly place we helted,

Yes that after Najor Reno had gone shead.
Yee eir,

ligd Vajor “eno gone %o the left of the areek.
Yos sir.

Fhat order 414 Ugnersl Custer give there,

He sent his conspliments to the commanders ané directed them not ® let
tha horsee drink too much that they had t0o0 much traveling $o do that day.

How long were the horses drinking?
ibout 5 minutes,

How long wes the halt thare.

Anout 10 minutes sltogether.

Tell how fast Genersl Custer's colus- then went snd tell all you know
about what direction and how far from the river and whether you could see
saything om the other side of the river,

General Guster left thet wstoring place end went sbout 300 yexde in o
streight line then after Shet he turned to the right e 1ittle more end
trevelled that wey four or five hundred yarde then Shere wes & kind of a
big bend on the hill - he turned these hille and went on $op of the
ridge. All at ones we looked on the bottom and saw the Indien village at
the ssme time we could see only children nnd dogs and poniee around the
village, ¥o Infisns at all - Genernl Custer sppeared to be glad to see
the villsge in thet shape and suprosed the Indisns were asleep in thelr

terces,
As you went down you went on the right bank of the river?

Yos sir on the ridge.

is you were going down could you see the bottom on the other side of the
riverd

Tes sir.
Could you see the timber.
Ko sif beesuse the timder wee under the hill - the hill was very high.
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Could you see ll)‘thllcqflhjnnno'l eolumn ss you were @ ing down.
¥o eir not at all,
How mear wore you to Usneral Custer moving down thet time?

To the left end reer of him riding as orderly within sbout two yards of

“tate if you know where was the gray horse compsny on that mareh?
In the centre of the coluwmm, :
Could you see the river as you went dom?

Yos eir we could see the river when on the top of that ridge then we went
down a revine and could not see the river or timber or enything elee.

D44 you hear any firing as you went down?

Ko =ir,

Ho- fu-t d1d Senernl Custer move?

Alweyns 2t a gellpp.

‘as sverybody galloping.

Yen sir szome of the horses wanted to go shead all the time,

If you ean %ell the distence etate how far you had gons from that watering
plsce to the place where you could look down ond see the village.

I should juige it was adout an hour snd & helf =fter we left the watering
place till we got to that place. Thare were hills %o go up and down and
we could not go =o fest.

Could you see the children in the village?

Yee sir we could children and doge end ponies seattered sround,

#het d4d the childrem seem %o be daoing.

Playis; eround and come stending etill,

44 the whole columu go on to the ridge to look down?

Ko sir the whole commend passed over it.

Could you see the river frou that place out there.

¥o sir the river was right st the foot of the bluff, We could see the
village.

You could see 1% et that place.

Yes sir.

= :
Enat orders if eny d1d Uenersl Custer give the men thers - ¥hat was seid
and done there? 353
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after Usnersl Custer saw the villsge with no Indians in suppose
it 1 he
was glad and he pulled off his het and @ve a cheer and ssid "Courage

boys we will get them and as asoon
S a8 we get through we will go beek to

Tell in whet direction you were then going.

We went more to the right from thet ridge and went down %o a revine that

went 0 the river, At the sume tine General Custer passed that high place

on the ridge or a little below it he told his 4djutent
back to Captain Benteen. & shaab

Whet orders 414 you get there?

General Custer turned round end ealled his Adjutent and gave him
instructione to write a despatch to Cept. Benteen. I don't know what it
wag. Then the Ad jutant ealled me., I wes right at the rear of the
Generale He said orderly I want you to take Shis despatch to Capte Ben-
teen end g0 as Taet as you esn, He also told me if I had time end there
was no danger in coming back to do 20 but if there was danger or there
were sny Indisne in the way not to come back but to remein with =y compeny.
Miy eompany was with Capt. Benteen and report to him shen I came down there.

Tell vhat you d1d thenm - vhere you went and how fast.

iy horse wos kinder tired dut I went through as fast as he could go. The
sdjusent told me to follow the sume trail we csme down, :

U4d he say you would meet anybody?
Ho sir,

244 you follow the ssme trail?
Yes sir,

Tell what you saw golng bucke

After 1 sterted from Gem. Custer to go back I travelled § or 600 yarde
perhsps 3/4 of s miles I got on the seme ridge where Ueneral Custer
sae the village the first time. On golng beek over thet ridge I looked
down into the bottom and 1 saw Mejor Heno's battelion wes engnged, I
paid no further attenti n to it but went forwerd om =y business. Then I
went on to the edge of the stream snd ebout 3 or 400 yards above the
ereok where we watered our horses I met Capi. Benteen.

Vhet d1d you do?

: - not
1 delivered my despateh snd told him whet Lisut, Cook had told me
to g0 baek if there ms any denger end to report 10 him when my company
joined Gemeral Custer's command, <hen Uspt. Seateen took the deapsteh
read 1t end 'ut it in his pocket and gave me &n order to take to Cazt,
ieDougs 11 to bring up the peek troin and keep 1t well upe

“id4 you sey anything to Capt., Bentesn ebout what you hed seen in the bottom.

ed that
CeptiBentesn ssked me where General Custer we 1 said I sup 08
by thet time he hed mede & charge through the village an that vas sll 1
said,
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Did you sey enything sbout Hajor Reno's battslion.
No sir, ‘

¥hy not?

He asked no guestions sbout 1%,

¥hen you left Yenerel Custer wae he still moving or was he halted?

Ko sir ho wme going shesd, The Adjutant stopped to write the despateb.
Have you sny ides how long 1t took you to get beck to Capt. Benteen,

I judge ebout 3/4 of sn hour or san hour. 1 can't judge very well as I
bad no weteh

You can't be certein es %o the time?

No sir.

~i8 you make any hslt going baek.

Ho eir as ny horss wes going 1 could.look in any directlion,

¥hen you éw ¥a jor Reno's comusnd in the bottom did you mske any halt.
¥o eir I went on my business - 1 was told to hurry,

S From thet place whore you looked down end sew Major Heno's bettslion

engrged - ¢an you ‘ell how long it was aftor thst before you got to
Capt. Benteen?

I judge it was 15 or 20 mimutes,
It was pretty soon?
Yes sir.

sefore that had you been travelling sll the time from where you bft
Generz1l Custer,

Yor sir.
¥as it up hill or dows hill or on a level.

%hen I lsft Genersl Custer it wea up hill 41l I got up on that high
point then it mas level for a wiile and thea down hill sgsine

You say Cspte Benteen gaveyou an order Lo go to Capte Melougnlle
Yos atr.

vid you stars right of f?

Yoo sir.

How fur did you go to fisd Capte Hebousall.

Anout 150 yards.
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Cepte MODOugall himself was in front of his troops.
Yes afir,

How were the packs?

They were protty wel! together,

¥hat 414 you say %o Capt. MeDougall,

I seid Capt. Benteen sent hnis campliments snd wented him tohurry the
packs and not to get hn!‘arb&mmmkuptMOludonl:.

Then whet did you do.

1 went back to my company and took my position on the left of 1%,

~4d dapt. HeDougsll elose up the packs then.

Yes sir. '

Fhen you gave Cspte Bentoen that order was he on the march or halted?
He wns on the march.

After you geve him the opder how fast did he go?

After 1 gave him the order he went a little liveliar.

How fast were the packe moving shen you went beek to Captain MeDougall,
Some were walking aome running and some trotting.

Aftor you went back to Captain MeDougsll whet trail 414 you then follow.
Gens Custer's trail.

Tell what took place sfter that?

“e kept on on General Custer's trail and of'tor we goton this ridge where
I sew Major Reno fighting in the bottam, About the time we got there I
saw Msjor Beno's battalion retresting to the same side of the river we were
on,

Did you go with Cupt. Benteen's column or with the jmck train.

I was with my company with Capt., Sentesn.

Were you with your company when it joined Me jor Heno's commend}

Yes adr,

How lomg d1d you have to weit till the packs eame up?

Probably 10 or 15 minutes, I mesn the pscks ssde a long string end in 15
minutes everything was up.

U18 you move dows the stresm thet day?
They wera waiting for some men who were retreating from the bottam and for

e — e
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some packs end efter everything was 0t together we moved aheed agein.

. Can tell how
\ e mnm'“”'l::unoaﬂuthmkamwtmtnﬂ

II_ Ae I think shout an hour and & helf., ®
}, and then moved out together, e waited for some men from the bottam

| Q. You cane up With your company to where Major lleso wes on the hill?

h- 1. Yos sire

Qe Yhan you got there what 4id you do?

Ao 1 @1d nothing « 1 was on =y horse behind Capt. Benteen = I was his orderly.

Q. How long were you there befors the cammand sterted %0 move out all to-
gother,

] A, It was sbout en hour end a half,
Ge Did you sse any troops move dowa befors the whole cosmend moved down.
‘ Ae Mo sir, l
Q. ¥hich company moved down ths stream shesd.
4e 1 don't remember,
Qe “as any compeny ondered out shesd of the others?
. Ay 1 don't recollect,
Ge ~1d you see Cupte Yelir's cospeny go thet way?
- A, It went with the Dattalion when we wont down atrean,
Ge 4“0 you meen he moved with the battalion et the same time it did.

A, Yes sir. At the time we zot to the head of ths ravine Capt. Teir Sook
his compeny & little to the right and then eame back ssein,

- Qs Yhen you went down thers what did you see sbout Indiens.

 Ae 1 was right in front of the column end could sec Indiames after we got to
the heud of the first ravine =o struck. ¥e halted there end that wes
the time Cept. Yeir wunted to take hi:z compeny and go down ths streem to
see Genernl Custer, e sent = 1ittle to the right end come baek sgain,
The Indisns wers lesving Gemersl Custer snd coming beck %o us firing the
bulk of them ceme up to the colunn whore we were.

G« Then what you do?

A. Then the colusn turne: beg: as thet sms & bad position there the Indiens
wers on both flanke and the ravine sssvery deep and we could uot go throwgh
if we wont down end I expect nobody wanted o goj ve want back I don't
know how far end took position. -

8. U4d you eome 0 mesr the place where you first sew lajor Renos

Jo Wo sir 1% was @ little further down the stream.

Wﬂmhjnm“thtm
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1 sew hin the time we went back and took position.
Did you see 'im sny more that day?

Ko sir.

bid you see him the next day?

Yer sir and I saw hMm that night too.
ig what time?

sbout 17 o'clock that night - Bs sent an order to me t reve
sounded =% 2 o'clock the next morning. b - o

04d you sound amy ealls that night?

Ko sir.

044 you sounéd reveille the next momming?
Yes sir,

Uid you see Major Heno then?

Yes sir,

Had the Indians commoncsd firing?

Yos sir after reveille they comuonced firing end kept on after that,

fhere was Najor Reno at reveille.

In the centre of the corral - 1 saw him standing there.

C4d you see him sgain that day end if so, what wos he doing.

Yo was around the skirmich line exemining the position.

That ie all you know about %,

Yen eir.

¥ho were you ordarly for the second day.

I was the only one thet sounded the eells - efter the Indiesns left in-

the evoning I sounded retreat, reesll end march as thore might be some
of our friends in the mhn'tht wo could mot sse and if they heard

the calis they would come up.
fere you seting as Chief Trumpeter?

I wes trumpeter for Gem., Custer, but I could mot go back angjoin him
and then I ws trumpeter for Major Heno's battslion. I 414 not knmow

vhere the other trumpeters were.
Guestions by Hajor Renos

et tise tnthduﬁa when you sew the Indisn village where you snd
Osneral Cyster looked at it?

‘I judge 1t was sbout 12 o'elock.
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Qe cnmﬂxthpoht-hm.m the
may and d08't 2y to 80 1% un) ere you saw the village? Look at

)
288 You ot
Ae It was on a line leading from ¥ajor Remo's position to the point 7 as I

wnderstend the map beesuse when
uaumnn;m“h_:.::-m::m wmps-

Qe 14 you see General Custer after lenving him in sight of the Indlen villages
Ae BNo sir, '

Qe Mmmiwtﬂthnp in vhat direction Genersl Custer wemt after
he got to the poiat 79

Ae Gemeral Custor struck to the right then struock a revine snd went down %0

the river. Ye oould not g over the bluffe begsuse the hluffs wore dad
lnllllo

4 He cvuld not see s far as to the Indlan village then,

S, T e

Ae I don'$ know I was not there nyself.

How far 414 you go t1i1 you vere semt baek,

L gk

It wag chout to the hesd of the rovine.

vhere @ you £ix 18 1f you om £1x 1t on the map. (The witness indtested
the point by figure 8),

f.‘.-

T R e

%+ 't wvhat gait was Oen, Custer and his eolumn riding at the time you left

Ae They wore gslloping.

| e Then you saw the Indien villace from that point yeu have spoken of was
' there sny dust on the plain?

As Iooﬂt&mmmhﬁﬁuﬂ-uwdﬂmthwmmmﬂ :

Qe rmmmtmmcuommmmmaumm

4, Yes sir., Oenersl Custer seid s, He said "Courage doys, we have got
them, the Indians are sslesp in their tepees®,

Qe How far was the point where you msmlwmmmmmm
first sow the village?

R

A, !Mutm

Gs How far wes the point ymu 1mommouummmmm
Reuo made his stamd?

A. I don't kmows I could mot jJulige. Iim&wmnﬂaamm
of & miles

e hmaummuuummmmmuum
~ the messege to Captain Zemteen? )

. ..-_hj

A« DlNot more tham 10 minutes.
Shere did you see Major Rmo fighting?
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Thers was that point from which you fir Reno fight
st saw or ing?
umﬂkrn@thnmﬁnmnnuhﬁ?:muntﬂul:m

About at the seme place,
iige his line deployed in skirmish form.
Yes eir.

Then you would coms back sdout three suart _
left Genersl Custer? VS 550 W foe Ve

Yeg sire

You found ke jor Reno with his line deployed?
Yeos air.

Ther what did you do.

1 v,lt shead to Capt. Senteen.

Then you were sent beck $o Capse Mebougsll.
Yes sire

When did you next see Major Heno?

After the shole battalion c¢sme up on the rige.
D44 you see ¥ajor Feno afterserds i1 the timber.
¥o sir, 1 think not,

How long after ¥sjor Heno got on the hill 4id you eoms uwp or did ym get
t> the hill at the ssme time ia for lleno did or before or after?

The =en were retreating et the time we esme thare.

Fyom the time you had seen Major Reno fighting in the timber how sany
miles had you traveled? _

1 judge sbout 2 miles up the river,

How far 4id you go to Capte MeDougell?

I think its sbout 150 yards in the rear of the reer of the column,.
ould thet meke more the: 2 miles?

I judge sbout ° miles.

Eow long were you in coming back after you met Capt, Benteen t0 the apot
you met Hajor Renoe

1 judge it took 3/4 of en hour or an hour to edme backe

8/4 of en hour sfter you joined Capt, Senteen you came back to the plase
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whore Naj. Remo made his fight on tie
o il A night of the 25th end found the men

I As 'fuurthatulmu-'ﬂm:ugotasnrl and saw the =en re-
: treating from the bottom and then we helted mx '

i Q. How long 412 1% tske you %0 go from Genersl Custer to Capts Benteen 80
i you suppose?

Ae I csn't tells I judge I went 5 milse.
Ce How long 30 you suppose it took you to po thet 41istance?

Ae -1 think 1t took an hour or sa hour snd a guarter or an hour and a hslf.
I esn't tell ae I had no wetch, -

prarn - A IR N W

Ge If 1% took you sn hour and & half to go from Genersl Custer to Cepte
Benteen end en hour end & helf to coms back from Capt. Benteen to whave
you met Ha jor Remo then it was two hours and e half from the time you
left General Custer till you mat Sajor Reno coming up the hill,

As 1. wes sbout an hour and 8 half golrg from General Custer to Capt, Benteen
bgcsuse it was a long (distsneces I ean't say whether the whole time was
4 two or three hours.

L ¢, Hight i% 20t be less then two hours ond & half from the Sime you left
General Custer %11l you found Ma for Remo coming up the hill.

A. I julge 1t was ebout en hour sfter I delivered thet despateh.

Qe Then 1t %00k you sbout sn hour and & half to dsliver the despateh?

b . el Rl

Ae Yos sir,

0o Uid it teke you any longer to c¢ase back with Csptain BenSeen's eolumn
than it took you to go to him.

Ay, 1 c=n't tell you.

Ce How cam you 7iz the Sime you waited for the colum: to move end for the
paek trein to come up.

L, fYyverybody wes thers and we were altogsther them,

Qe Ters you doisg enything?

A, o sir. '

e D84 not time see:m long to you than?

A« Yes sir somstimes.

% Doss not time eee=z longer when you sre not doing anything then when you are.
A. Sometices 1t goes feet and sanetimes it goes slow, |

e Was there sny duet in the village when you psssed back to go %o Capte
3enteen.

As ¥o sir.
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Questions by the Recorder.
e That place from whieh you saw the villsse and ehiliren, dogs and

m' was 1% the highest point down the river below where Major Hemo made
" & k.S

4, Yes sir, the highest hill the very highest point around there,

.

Qe ¥hen you moved down sfterwards d14 some of the troops go on thet high hill?
Ae Jo sir,

6, How far was thet high point from the heed of the ravine you speak of,
. i, About 8500 yardas.

Ce "hen you stopped to water your horses e you spesk of was that after ¥ajo
Reno- had gone ahead.

As Yos air.

Ge Did you see any trail where VYenl. Custer turned off to the right.
Ae Yos sire It looked like tepee poles hed been dragged along there,
Q. Did you follow that trail?

A, Yes sir we followed it t{l) we got on the hill then we turned & little to
the right.

., After watering your horses you pushed sheed »ith Gen. Custer.

A, Yes sir.

Ce 240 you go pretty fast?

As Tos sir,

Qe Yhen you left Genersl Custeryou coculd not szee the river?

Ae Yo sir it was on the other sids of the hill = the hill was (m front of us

U You went bsck with thet order knowing you had no waich don's you kmow you
eould not tell sanything s=bout the time.

Ae 1 could only tell by the sun,
“s You could only guess st it.
As Yes sir.
. Qs Did you go deek as fast as you ecould - make your horee gof?
Le Yom siv,
e L34 you pass thet tepes vefors you met Capt. Benteen?
 As ¥o gir. It wae below the tepee I met hime

Q. Did you ever see the place s jor Hemo erossed over there?

A, Neo sir.
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Yhere you within sight of the tepes when you met Cept, Benteen?
Yo, sir.

Did you eross Ma jor Heno's trail,
Ko sir, he wes sent to the left.
Tould you have noticed 1% 17 you had?
1 don't know - ] might have crossed it and not ssen ite.
Cuestions by ¥a jor Heno,
vid you go to the Sop of that high point?
No sir - nobody but the Indien “ecoutes
p4d not you snd Usme Custer go to the top of 1%?
No, air.
ino was with Gen. Custer at thet time on the hill?
Eis bdbroshers and his nephew.
fere those all round him st thet time?
Yes sire
Evary onee i» a while he wou!d send s message to the companies?
Yos eir.
You eould not see the tisber from that point?
1 wae not om thet polnt.
From the side where you were you oculd motssee 1%?
Ho sir.
The witness then vetireds
The Court then ndjoumed to meet sgsin to-morrow saturday,

. Fabrusry lst, 1879.
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