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                The Geography and Map Division (G&M) of the Library of Congress provides cartographic and geographic information for all parts of the world: to Congress, federal agencies, state and local governments, the scholarly community, and the general public. Experienced staff of reference librarians, senior specialists, and technicians link researchers to the largest and most comprehensive cartographic collection in the world. The G&M staff provide onsite reference and scanning services in the map and atlas reading room, support geospatial inquiries from Congress, and provide online answers to offsite reference questions.


            
        
        
        


        
            
            

Maps and atlases were among the first items acquired when the Library of Congress was established in 1800. It was not until 1897, however, when the Library of Congress moved into its own building, that a separate Hall of Maps and Charts was created to house the growing collection at that time of 47,000 maps and 1,200 atlases. The division now occupies an area of 90,000 square feet designed and constructed to accommodate a variety of cartographic collections in the Library's James Madison Memorial Building.  Today a significant percentage of cartographic materials are received from official government sources, and private and commercial published in the United States are acquired through Copyright or through purchase. Rare and valuable maps and atlases in the collections have been also donated to the division by generous and public-minded citizens.
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                    American Revolution and Its Era: Maps and Charts of North America and the West Indies, 1750 to 1789

                    
                    
                    
                    The collection represents an important historical record of the mapping of North America and the Caribbean. Most of the items presented here are documented in Maps and Charts of North America and the West Indies, 1750-1789: A Guide to the Collections in the Library of Congress compiled by John R. Sellers and Patricia Molen van Ee in 1981.

                    
                
            
        

        
        
            
                
            
            
                
                    
                    Panoramic Maps
                    
                    
                    
                    The panoramic map was a popular cartographic form used to depict U.S. and Canadian cities and towns during the late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries. Known also as bird's-eye views, perspective maps, and aero views, panoramic maps are nonphotographic representations of cities portrayed as if viewed from above at an oblique angle.
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                    The Sanborn map collection consists of a uniform series of large-scale maps, dating mostly from the late 19th to the mid 20th centuries and depicting the commercial, industrial, and residential sections of some twelve thousand cities and towns in the United States, Canada, and Mexico.
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                    Antonio García Cubas and His Remarkable Atlas of Mexico
                    
                    St. Onge, Tim
                    
                    
                    2024-03-07
                    
                    
                    Antonio García Cubas's 1885 "Atlas pintoresco é histórico de los Estados Unidos Mexicanos" is a vivid showcase of Mexico in the late 19th century.
                    
                
            
        

        
        
            
            
                
            
            
            
                
                    
                    Tracing the Alabama Coal Fields
                    
                    Snow, Meagan
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                    This post details the broad history of coal and iron-ore deposit in Alabama, including the founding and building of Birmingham and the use of convict labor in the mines.
                    
                
            
        

        
        
            
            
                
            
            
            
                
                    
                    From Cassini to Magellan: Unveiling the Topography of Venus
                    
                    Smith, Cynthia
                    
                    
                    2024-02-21
                    
                    
                    Topographical maps of Venus are featured in this post. The transit of Venus is also discussed.
                    
                
            
        

        
        
            
            
                
            
            
            
                
                    
                    With Love from our Cosmographic Heart
                    
                    Pastuch, Carissa
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                    Geography and Map Division shares our favorite heart-shaped map for Valentine's Day!
                    
                
            
        

        
        
            
            
                
            
            
            
                
                    
                    Virtual Orientation to the Geography and Map Division: Tuesday 2/13
                    
                    Raines, Amelia
                    
                    
                    2024-02-12
                    
                    
                    Curious about our collections? Please join Geography and Map Division staff tomorrow for a virtual orientation to our collections and resources!
                    
                
            
        

        
        
            
            
                
            
            
            
                
                    
                    Draining America
                    
                    Parrish, Abraham
                    
                    
                    2024-02-05
                    
                    
                    Exploration of wetlands drainage for farming through maps in the United States during the second half of the 19th century and early 20th century focusing on Florida and the Midwest.
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            Library of Congress

        
            101 Independence Ave. SE

        
            James Madison Building, LM B01

        
            Washington, DC 20540-4650

        
            View map External link
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            Public Hours

        
            Monday through Friday 8:30 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.

        
            Final item requests at 4:15 p.m.

        
            Closed Weekends & Federal Holidays

        
            Request a research appointment
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            Worlds Revealed: Geography & Maps at the Library of Congress

        
        
    

    The official blog of the Library of Congress' Geography and Map Division.

    
    
        
        
            LOC Maps on X External
        
        
    

    Official account of the @LibraryCongress
Geography & Map Division, the largest map library in the world. 
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    Visit the Library's subscribe page to stay connected.
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