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Wallace Atwood Jr. served in the Army as director of the topographic model section 

of the Army Map Service during World War II. The Division has recently processed a 

collection donated by Atwood Jr. that consists of photographs of terrain models showing 

locations within the European, African, and Asian theaters of operation. The collection 

contains 262 color photographs of terrain models. A finding aid for the materials is avail-

able online at LOC.gov. 

Above is a terrain depiction from the Wallace Atwood Jr. Collection that shows por-

tions of England and continental Europe. The mountainous areas are highly detailed and 

the urban centers are illustrated in red. Information about the geography was important 

for planning the liberation of France and the rest of Europe from the Nazis.  

Atwood Jr. was the son of famed academic Wallace Atwood who helped found the 

respected graduate program in geography at Clark University. After graduating from the 

University of Chicago in 1930, he went on to earn a doctorate in physiography from 

Clark University. 

Early in his career, Atwood Jr. held the position of Assistant Chief of the Branch of 

Research and Education of the National Park Service and later became a professor at 

Clark University. Following his service in the military, he worked as an administrator for 

the National Academy of Sciences. 

By Ryan Moore 

Division Completes Processing     

Collection from Wallace Atwood Jr.  
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In late October, the 31st US Board on Geo-

graphic Names/UK Permanent Committee on 

Geographical Names (BGN/PCGN) Confer-

ence was held at the Library of Congress Geog-

raphy and Map Division. This conference served 

as an opportunity for multiple organizations to 

have a technical exchange and analysis of the 

policies, procedures, and principles of standardi-

zation responsible for harmonizing policy in 

terms of writing foreign geographic names 

(toponyms) for places and features. Among the 

conference attendees were two representatives 

from the United Nations Cartographic Unit’s 

Geospatial Information Section, as well as three 

PCGN members from the United Kingdom. For 

the US, members from both the BGN Foreign 

Names Committee and Domestic Names Com-

mittee participated in this exchange.  

The bi-annual conference agenda included an 

introduction to the unique relationship and inter-

action between the BGN and the PCGN organi-

zations, as well as topics on multinational and 

international bilateral programs and meetings, 

and standardizing Romanization systems for 

characters such as Arabic, Persian, and He-

brew. New sources for information, including 

gazetteers and administrative division updates, 

were shared throughout the meeting. A mid-

week tour of some of the unique and rare items 

from the Geography and Map Division collec-

tions, hosted by Chief Ralph Ehrenberg and Ref-

erence Librarian Ed Redmond, was provided to a 

very receptive group. The final session of the 

conference focused on technical matters con-

cerning the BGN GEOnet Names database and 

server. This database is available to view at 

http://geonames.nga.mil/gns/html/. 

By Jacqueline V. Nolan, Cartographer 

Representatives from the PCGN, BGN, and the UN examine Geography and 
Map Division rarities with Chief Ralph Ehrenberg. 

Group photo of the 31st BGN/PCGN Conference attendees and Geography and 
Map Division Chief Ralph Ehrenberg. 

Conference on Geographic Names Meets at G&M 

http://geonames.nga.mil/gns/html/
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[Birds eye view of the city of Jamestown, Chautau-

qua County, New York 1871]. — 

G3804 .J3A3 1871 .B5 

G&M purchased this unattributed and unrecorded 

view. Likely the earliest panoramic view of Jame-

stown, it predates G&M’s only other bird’s eye 

view of this western New York town by 11 years. 

A scanned image of this map will join the more 

than 1500 panoramic maps available online. 

[Map of Kurdish Tribes in Iran – 1962] — G7623.K8E1 1961  

This original manuscript map was drawn by U.S. Army Colonel Merle Preble when he was stationed in northwest Iran in 1961-1962. Drawing 

on wax tracing paper, Preble used pencil and color pencil to denote the locations and general boundaries of the many tribes and ethnic groups living 

in northwest Iran. Names and place names are in Persian with a Romanized alphabet.  

Marilyn Rust, the daughter of Col. Preble, donated the item to G&M. 

Featured Acquisitions 
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On November 16, 2016, the Library of Congress hosted GIS Day, an event 

celebrating technology, research, and innovation in the field of geographic in-

formation systems (GIS). The event, organized by the Geography and Map 

Division, featured a wide array of students and GIS professionals in both the 

public and private sectors presenting their research and promoting awareness 

of GIS technologies. 

A GIS is a computer system for storing, analyzing, manipulating, and dis-

playing digital data that is linked to positions on the Earth’s surface. GIS pro-

vides the modern basis for digital geographic analysis and map-making. 

The event kicked off with a poster session featuring GIS projects created by 

high school students from Arlington County and Loudoun County, Virginia. 

The poster session was followed by in-depth GIS research presentations by 

Andrew Johnson and Chris Petroff, students associated with the University of 

Mary Washington’s Geospatial Analysis Master’s program.  

The morning session concluded with several speakers discussing the use of 

GIS in the federal government and the private sector. Former Geography and 

Map Division intern Nina Feldman delivered an excellent speech describing 

her path towards choosing a career in GIS through her experiences at the Li-

brary of Congress. Candice Luebbering of the American Association of Geog-

raphers (AAG) described the AAG’s role in promoting national GIS education 

and policy, and Elizabeth McCartney of the United States Geological Survey 

spoke on the exciting opportunities for crowdsourcing geographic information 

with the agency’s National Map program. 

Celebrating GIS Day 

Students from Washington-Lee High School in Arlington, Virginia show their GIS projects on GIS Day. Kelly Burdette (left), Natalie 

Warnke, David Howard, and Justin McMahan. 

The first GIS Day took place in 1999. 

Since then it has grown, promoting 

learning about geography and GIS on 

an international scale. It is a welcoming 

forum to display the uses and explore 

the benefits of GIS. 

The next GIS Day is planned for No-

vember 15, 2017. More information 

can be found at GISday.com. 
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The afternoon session of GIS Day focused on the use of GIS at the Library of Congress and on Capitol Hill. Amanda 

Brioche and Erin Kelly of the Geography and Map Division presented on the “Dynamic Indexing Project,” their ambi-

tious project for scanning thousands of set maps and making them available in an interactive web-based map application. 

Tim St. Onge of the Geography and Map Division highlighted the work of the Congressional Cartography Program, 

which includes St. Onge and Jacquie Nolan, in providing maps and GIS-based analysis to Congressional staff.  

The closing session of the day promoted GIS resources available to congressional staffers and the enormous potential 

of GIS in supporting the work of Congress. Featured speakers in this session included Rebecca Steele, Digital Director in 

the Office of U.S. Senator Ron Wyden (D-OR); Tim Petty, Deputy Legislative Director in the Office of U.S. Senator 

James Risch (R-ID); Veneice Smith, Digital Librarian of the U.S. House of Representatives Library; and Lauren Lipovic 

of Esri. To wrap up the day, the Geography and Map Division invited GIS Day event attendees to tour the cartographic 

treasures of the Division. 

By Tim St. Ogne 
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 Steering Committee Makes Changes in 2017 
The Philip Lee Phillips Map Society is pleased to announce updates to its Steering Committee heading into 

the new year. Dianne Garrett Powell was elected unanimously as the new Chair and Dick Pflederer was unani-

mously elected as the new Vice Chair of the Steering Committee. Two new members have also joined the Com-

mittee. J.C. McElveen and Dr. Donald L. McGuirk Jr. have graciously volunteered to share their knowledge to 

promote the Society.  

The selections followed Chairman George Tobolowsky’s decision in October to step down from leadership 

of the Committee after leading the group for several years. At the meeting, the Steering Committee thanked Mr. 

Tobolowsky for all his contributions and suggestions that have helped the Society to grow its membership, 

which today numbers more than four hundred. Steering Committee members travel at their own expense at least 

once a year to meet and help direct the Society. 

Ms. Powell is the president and owner of a 

sales and marketing and development firm in 

San Antonio and has more than thirty-five 

years of leadership experience. Her interests 

include history, map study and collecting, and 

libraries. She participates in many historical, 

museum, and library organizations nationally 

and throughout her home state of Texas. She 

is a board member of the Society for the His-

tory of Discoveries, and a past president of 

the Texas Map Society and Texas State His-

torical Society. 

Mr. Pflederer’s professional career focused on inter-

national business with long term residential assign-

ments in several countries including Brazil, Singa-

pore, Hong Kong, and Japan. He is a Fellow of the 

Royal Geographical Society, a member of the Edito-

rial Advisory Board of The Portolan, a member of the 

Society for the History of Discoveries and the Inter-

national Map Collectors’ Society.  He teaches in the 

Christopher Wren Association of the College of 

William & Mary and served as a member of the ad-

junct faculty of Old Dominion University.  He has 

been a member of the Phillips Society since 2011.  

In 2009 he founded the Williamsburg Map Circle. 
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Mr. McElveen is a retired attorney. He graduated 

from the University of Virginia and the University of 

Virginia Law School. He then served in the Navy 

Judge Advocate General’s Corps. In 1983, he joined 

the international law firm of Jones Day, where he 

practiced for twenty-nine years until 2012. He has 

served as program chair and as president of the Wash-

ington Map Society and currently serves as a volun-

teer at the Geography and Map Division. He is also a 

member of the Society for the History of Discoveries 

and the International Map Collectors Society.   

He primarily collects maps, reports, and narratives 

of United States westward expansion and settlement 

in the nineteenth century. He has written several arti-

cles and book reviews on mapping and mapmakers, 

and he has made several presentations in his areas of 

interest. In the spring of 2018, he will be mounting an 

exhibition of a portion of his collection at the Grolier 

Club in New York. 

Dr. Donald L. McGuirk Jr. is a retired physician 

with a keen interest in early world maps, cartographic 

myths, and early exploration of the New World. He 

has been a member of the Philip Lee Phillips Map 

Society since its inception in 1995. He has also been a 

member of the Society for the History of Discoveries 

for more than thirty years and has twice served on its 

council. Additionally, he is a former president of the 

Rocky Mountain Map Society and is a member, in 

long standing, of the Texas Map Society and the 

Washington Map Society. 

He has authored articles on the mystery of Cuba 

on the Rusch Map, the Waldseemüeller world map of 

1507, and the relationship between the Juan de la Co-

sa map and Columbus’ first voyage, among others. He 

compiled a carto-bibliography of the maps in Eight-

eenth-Century British and American geography.  

By Ryan Moore 
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Ex Officio Members 
Ralph E. Ehrenberg, Chief, G&M 

John R. Hébert, Chief, G&M , 1999-2011  

Ryan Moore, Executive Secretary 

Academic Advisors 

Dianne Garrett Powell, Texas (Chair) 

Richard Pflederer, Va. (Vice Chair) 

Wesley A. Brown, Colo. 

Robert David, Fla. 

William B. Ginsberg, N.Y. 

Arthur Holzheimer, Ill. 

Jay Lester, N.C. 

J.C. McElveen, Jr., Va. 

Donald McGuirk, Col. 

Glen McLaughlin, Calif. 

Kenneth Nebenzahl, Ill. 

Seymour I. Schwartz, N.Y. 

J. Thomas Touchton, Fla. 

James Walker, Ore. 

Ronald Grim, Boston Public Library 

Alice Hudson, New York Public Library, Ret. 

Mark Monmonier, Syracuse University 

Mary Pedley, Univ. of Michigan 

Dennis Reinhartz, Univ. of Texas at Arlington, Ret. 

Susan Schulten, Univ. of Denver 

Norman J. W. Thrower, Univ. of California at LA, Ret. 

Cordell D. K. Yee, St. John’s College, Annapolis 

 The Philip Lee Phillips Map Socie-

ty of the Library of Congress is named 

in honor of Philip Lee Phillips (1857-

1924), the first Superintendent of 

Maps at the Library of Congress when 

the Hall of Maps and Charts was es-

tablished in 1897.  

 The group is a non-profit, volun-

tary association whose objective is to 

develop, enhance, and promote the 

work of the Geography and Map Divi-

sion by advancing its publication, edu-

cation, exhibition, preservation and 

acquisition programs. 

 For membership information 

please contact our newsletter staff. 

Donations can also be made online at: 

www.loc.gov/philanthropy/giving 
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