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Mr. Dürer Comes to Washington 

The Schöner Sammelband. Jay I. Kislak Collection, G&M Division, Library of Congress. 

 In the cool summer of 1901, a Jesuit priest named Joseph Fischer was searching 
through the small libraries found in the country houses and ancient castles of the 
old noble families that dot the German hinterlands. One day, in the tower of one of 
those castles, tucked deep into the forest outside the tiny village of Wolfegg, 
he happened upon a book that would change the history of cartography forever. 

 That book, now known as the Schöner Sammelband, contained the only surviving 
copies of two of the great masterpieces of Renaissance cartography. The long lost and 
sought after 1507 and 1516 World Maps by Martin Waldseemüller, both of which cur-
rently reside here at the Library of Congress and are on display in the Exploring the Ear-
ly Americas exhibit, had gone unnoticed in the tower for almost four-hundred years. 
Containing Waldseemüller’s radical vision of the geography of world, the1507 map had 
been talked about in cartographic circles since its creation, and was a map that no one 
had laid eyes on since the late sixteenth century. Known as the “Birth Certificate of 
America,” and was the first map to christen the continent with the name that would stick 
to our present day, it also revealed a vast Pacific Ocean years before it was to be 
“discovered” by European explorers. 

 The mysterious book contained more than just the maps. Between its wooden 
covers were globe gores, patterns for celestial globes made by the astrologer and mathe-
matician Johannes Schöner (1477-1547) who first bound all of this together into a single 
book more than 350 years before. Donated in 2015 by the collector, Jay I. Kislak, the 
book became the capstone of the Renaissance and early modern map and science collec-
tions at the Library of Congress. 

 But there was something else in this seldom browsed volume, something that 
had been removed from book, separated from the rest of the cartographic masterpieces 
brought together by the astrologer. Missing from the book, when it initially came to the 

Continued on page 5 
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Dr. Jonathan Levin Donates Atlases 
 The Geography and Map Division (G&M) regularly receives donation of-
fers of maps, atlases, and geographic collections from friends of G&M and mem-
bers of the general public. Often the offered items duplicate our existing holdings, 
but conversely many donated titles have greatly enriched our collection. Most of-
fers, however, do not encompass 1,600 atlases, but that was the offer from Jona-
than Levin, a medical doctor from Bethesda, Maryland. Dr. Levin, who had been 
collecting atlases as a hobby for decades, simply wanted to find a good home for 
his collection.                                                                                                                                

 A sample search of the supplied atlas titles list determined that we would 
likely hold approximately eighty-five percent of the atlases. Normally, with that lev-
el of duplication, G&M would not accept such an offer. But by coincidence, a for-
mer G&M staff member, Ian Fowler, who is now the Director of the Osher Map 
Library at the University of Southern Maine, mentioned he was interested in ex-
panding their atlas collection. The Osher Map Library would also pay for the ship-
ment of the collection to Maine. With that arrangement in place, G&M decided to 
proceed with accepting Dr. Levin’s offer. G&M Technicians Hannah Stahl and 
David Ducey were primarily responsible for transferring Dr. Levin’s massive collec-
tion to the Library of Congress from Bethesda, Maryland; it required six separate 
trips in one of the Library’s minivans.  

 Even before all the items were on-site, Senior Reference Specialist Mike 
Klein began the process of checking each title against our holdings.  From experi-
ence he was able to identify many of those titles already held by the division.  The 
remainder, about 1,500 atlases, monographs, sets of maps, and ephemera were 
checked individually against the Library’s online catalog.  In the end about 1,250 
volumes were packed and shipped to the Osher Map Library, where many should 
be added to its special collections.  

 Thanks to Dr. Levin, the National Map Collection was enriched with 270 
new titles, which included sixty-seven atlases in Hebrew, twelve in Chinese, and five 
in Persian.  

By Robert Morris 

G&M Staff Involved with the project. From the left, David Ducey, Robert Morris, Mike 

Klein, Hannah Stahl, and Carlin Rene Sayles. 
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Media Outreach by G&M: Twitter 

 As a part of the Library of Congress, the Geography and Map Division strives to do its part to meet the larger 
goals of the Library as whole. One part of this mission is to “provide….the American people with a rich, diverse, and en-
during source of knowledge that can be relied upon to inform, inspire, and engage them.”  This mission takes on new 
meaning and new opportunities in the digital age. It is no longer enough to only provide these services to those who can 
afford to come and visit our research center. With advent of digitization, a person in Illinois can have as equal access to a 
map as a person who lives in the District of Columbia. What is one way to utilize new technology? Twitter.  

 Twitter is a social media platform in which users microblog 
information to the world. Twitter allows users to post content up to 
140 characters at a time. These individual posts are called “tweets.” 
Posts can be grouped into types by the use of hashtags, which sorts 
topics with a particular hashtag. For example, the popular hashtag 
#MapMonsterMonday allows users to find posts that use this 
hashtag. #MapMonsterMonday is an event on Twitter that takes 
place every Monday. Libraries post maps that show monsters. It is a 
popular event in the library community and with the public in gen-
eral. 

 The advantage a microblogging platform like Twitter grants 
the Geography and Map Division is an easy and fast way to curate 
content on a site that reaches a wider audience of users than just 
scholars, who would typically be expected to hold an interest in 
maps.  

 The Geography and Map Division’s Twitter feed, 
@LOCMaps, endeavors to post varied and engaging content to 
reach a wide audience. While maps and geography almost always have a scientific connotation, we also aim to show the 
public that maps can be used for more than just scientific purposes. For example, @LOCMaps launched a series of posts 

for the 400th anniversary of Shakespeare’s death 
(#Shakespeare400) that included maps related to quotes from 
The Bard’s works. For example, one post included the famous 
quote from Hamlet, “Something is rotten in the state of Den-
mark,” accompanied by a map of Denmark.  

 The goal of the posts for #Shakespeare400 was to break 
down the barriers between STEM education and humanities edu-
cation and to engage and inspire students who have no interest in 
maps and geography. Maps used in an English class to show the 
geography where a story takes place can be a powerful instructive 
tool.  

 Another way in which @LOCMaps engages the public is 
through asking questions of our followers and by playing “What 
in the World.” In What in the World, we post a detail from a 
map in our online collection and ask the public to guess which 
map it’s from. The winner is crowned “Monarch of the Maps” 
until the next round of the game.  

 @LOCMaps also seeks to broadcast online and in-person services that the Geography and Map Division offers. 
We post lecture times and topics sponsored by the Geography and Map Division, as well as links to our online finding 
aids and collection guides. @LOCMaps posts original and engaging content on a daily basis, and is unique and innovative 
in its aim to meet the mission of the Library of Congress. 

By Hannah Stahl 
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Cuba has remained a strategic geo-political location in North 
American for centuries. Its capital city, Havana, has evolved as a 
unique urban space, one influenced by European traditions, as well as 
utilizing designs that are in harmony with its natural surroundings.  

Julio Cesar Perez Hernandez stressed and illustrated these 
points with maps during his May 13 lecture, “Islands in the Stream: 
Cuban Maps from the Past to the Future.”  The event was sponsored 
by the Phillip Lee Phillips Map Society, the friends group of the Ge-
ography and Map Division, and was attended by more than 70 per-
sons.  Anthony Mullan, senior reference specialist in the Geography 
and Map Division, offered introductory remarks. 

Hernandez, an architect and urban planner, said that Havana 
served as the hub to Spain’s empire in the Americas. Ships sailing to 
Mexico would call on the port, and on their return trip from Mexico, 
often filled with treasures, would dock in Havana’s fortified harbor. 

The presence of gold and silver attracted the attention of 
Spain’s enemies: France, England, and Holland, who dispatched state
-sanctioned privateers into the Caribbean Sea. The scent of riches 
also reached less-than-savory pirates seeking opportunities to plunder.  

In 1762, the great walls of Havana failed to stop the might of 
the British Navy, which captured the city for 11 months.  Havana was 
subsequently returned to Spain in 1763 in exchange for Florida.  

During this period, and throughout the coming century, Ha-
vana’s now trademark porched apartments sheltered residents from 
the tropical sun and rain, and were angled toward the sea, welcoming 
its cool breeze. Plazas were spread throughout the city for commerce, 
military parade, and religious ceremonies. Public spaces are the life-
blood of the city to this day.  

Looking to the future, Perez Hernandez closed his talk with a 
plan for reforming Havana. Much of the city’s infrastructure, such as 
its sewer system, dates back to the time of the American occupation 
at the beginning of the 20th century. These features need to be updat-
ed and the city’s harbor revitalized, Hernandez said. 

An international consultant at Caesar Studio / Architects and 
Planners in Cambridge, Massachusetts, Perez Hernandez is of Cuban 
descent. He was a Harvard University Loeb fellow in 2002. He is the 
author of the books “Inside Havana” and “Inside Cuba.” 

Islands in the Stream: 300 Years of  Cuba in Maps  

A facsimile of the map by Juan de la Cosa, the first to 

demonstrate Cuba was an island. LOC call number: G3200 

1500 .C6 1893 TIL 

The original map is currently preserved at the Museo Naval 

of Madrid. 
By Ryan Moore 
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 In February 2016, two book conservators from the Library of Congress Conservation Division set up camp in the 
research center of the Geography and Map Division. Their goal was to survey the forty-five bound American atlases from 
the Division’s secure storage facility. These include Mathew Carey’s American Atlas from 1795, the first atlas of the United 
States engraved and published in the new country, and the many editions of Henry Schenck Tanner’s extremely detailed 
and constantly updated New American Atlases (1823-1839). The purpose of the survey was to identify those atlases most in 
need of conservation treatment.  

 Katherine Kelly is the book conservation liaison to the G&M Division. She recently joined the Library after work-
ing at the National Archives and the Smithsonian Institution. Cathie Magee is the 2015-2016 Book Conservation Intern. 
She is completing her third year of studies in the Winterthur Art Conservation Program at the University of Delaware pro-
gram in art conservation. Katherine and Cathie share an interest in historical methods of atlas construction. As books,  

Library of Congress, was a rare copy of the first printed star-chart of the Southern Hemisphere created in 1515 by none oth-
er than the artist Albrecht Dürer. The chart had been removed from the book before its sale by the owners, who had a love 
for the work of the German print maker. Annotated by Schöner to help him with his astrological predictions the chart was a 
key part of the Sammelband as he originally conceived it.  

 The chart itself is one of a pair that illustrates both the northern and southern hemispheres. Dürer’s creation is inter-
esting for a number of reasons including the fact that the 
constellations are shown reversed, in the way that they 
would have appeared on a celestial globe. The zodiac on the 
chart lies around the rim. In contrast, modern charts would 
place the celestial equator around the rim with the pole in 
the center. Laying out the chart in this way emphasizes the 
fact that few constellations in the southern hemisphere 
were known to European astronomers at the time. The his-
torical sources of the individual stars that make up the chart 
seem to have been Ptolemy’s Almagest and the work of Jo-
hannes Stabius (1460-1522) and Conrad Heinfogel (d.1517), 
astronomers who updated the chart with observations from 
around 1500. The stars are shown by their magnitudes with 
the first and second shown as star symbols that are either 
open or filled, with lesser stars pictured as small open cir-
cles. 

 The Library of Congress acquired the chart late in 
2015, thereby reassembling in the Library’s collections all of 
the materials that Schöner had originally collected and 
bound together for safekeeping. With Mr. Dürer’s map 
moved to Washington, D.C., the Library of Congress has 
completed one of the most ambitious collecting programs 
in the history of cartography, reassembling in one place, 
after more than 350 years, one of the great collections of 
materials describing the early geography of the Americas. 

By John Hessler 

Dürer Star Chart 

Story continued from page 1 

The Star-Chart of the Southern Hemisphere by Albrecht Dürer recently 
acquired by the Library of Congress.  

Conservators Survey American Atlases 

Continued on page 7 

https://www.loc.gov/item/2014647461/?loclr=blogmap
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 The first time I walked into the Library of 
Congress six years ago, I knew that it was a special 
place.  I am a history lover at heart so of course I 
expected to have a deep connection to just about 
every place in Washington D.C., but the Library 
was special.  There was something about being in 
the same place as documents and books that were 
owned and read by our founding fathers that 
touched the deepest recesses of my heart.  During 
this first experience, I was with a group of eighth 
graders that I was chaperoning from Northside 
Middle School, where I teach, in Columbus, IN.  
As I walked around with my students, I noticed a 
brochure that talked about volunteering at the Li-
brary. I picked one up thinking what an amazing 
experience it would be to work with such an amaz-
ing collection.  I never really thought I would have 
the chance; however, this summer I was fortunate 
enough to be given the opportunity to work at the 
most magical place on earth:  the Library of Con-
gress! 

 When I decided that this was something 
that I needed to do, I sent emails to as many people in the Library that I could find.  The first response I received was from 
Mike Buscher in the Geography and Map Division.  He told me that they would love to have me and so the planning began.  
I made arrangements with my husband and children, I wrote a grant to the Eli Lilley Teacher Endowment to pay my expens-
es and before I knew it, I was on my way to Washington, DC for the experience of my life. 

 On my first day at the Library, I was given a tour of the Geography and Map Division and introduced to some of 
the most wonderful people I have ever had the pleasure of working with.  They were there for me to answer every silly ques-
tion and even watch me come to tears when I found a survey that George Washington had done when he was a very young 
man.  The kindness and help that the staff offered to me was beyond any expectations that I had. 

 Prior to my arrival, the Geography and Map Division had completed some renovations and had just recently moved 
items into a new vault.  As a result, there was a lot of work to be done.  Among my first jobs was organizing and labeling a 
new collection that had been acquired by the Library.  I moved on to organizing and labeling the rare collections of maps 
that are stored in the vault at the Library.  The staff encouraged me to take my time and enjoy the collection and did I ever 
enjoy the collection!  I am a bit of a nut when it comes to Civil War prison camps.  As I was working one day, I came across 
a hand drawn map of the prison camp at Andersonville.  I think I must have stared at it for thirty minutes.  The Library had 
acquired the map last year.  It is the only hand drawn map of the prison (drawn by an actual prisoner) that the Library has in 
its possession.  Needless to say, I was speechless. 

 When I completed my work with the rare items in the vault, I was given the opportunity to work with the Sanborn 
Fire Insurance maps.  I’m going to be honest.  I had no idea what a Sanborn map was until I started working at the Library 
this summer.   It was amazing!  I became very familiar with the Sanborn maps and was even able to instruct other teachers at 
the Summer Teacher’s Institute about the value of the maps and ways that they could be used in the classroom!  It was an 
extremely rewarding experience being able to talk to other teachers about what I had learned. 

 I was also able to experience other divisions of the Library during my six week stay.  I was given a personal tour of 
the Manuscript Division.  While there I was able to see one of George Washington’s diaries, letters written by Abraham Lin-
coln, and a diary from a prisoner at Andersonville to name just a few.  The tour was extensive, and I was able to see behind 
the scenes and understand much of the work required to ensure that documents and manuscripts are organized and  

Continued on page 7 

Letter from a Volunteer: Laurie Martin 

Laurie Martin, G&M volunteer from June 15 — July 30, 2016, with her class at 

Northside Middle School. 



atlases tend to be quite large and when they include even larger folded maps, the challenges of handling and storing these 
volumes multiply. How a book is constructed matters a lot. Flexible and strong rag paper can be folded and refolded thou-
sands of times, while brittle or overly stiff pages break under repeated flexing. Careful craftsmanship can mean the difference 
between a map that unfolds gracefully out of a binding and one that resists all attempts to lay flat. 

 Given the range of publication dates surveyed, it came as no surprise that Katherine and Cathie found a wide variety 
of binding styles and conditions. Some of the atlases had been gently used over time and lovingly restored, while others 
could not be handled by even the most 
careful researcher without causing irre-
versible damage. 

 The Library of Congress is fortu-
nate to have an excellent team of conser-
vators and preservation specialists dedi-
cated to the care of its collections. Those 
collections, however, are vast, and choos-
ing what will receive individual conserva-
tion treatment must be guided by what is 
most at risk and what is most important. 
This condition survey, when paired with 
the curatorial staff’s in-depth knowledge 
about the history and value of these atlas-
es, will allow G&M to make the best 
choices for this important collection. 

By Katherine Kelly 
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Katherine Kelly (left) and Cathie Maggee (right) survey a map in the Division’s rarity enclosure. 

Conservators Survey American Atlases 
Story continued from page 5 

protected.  Another division that welcomed me was Preservation.  I saw a Thomas Jefferson book that had been taken apart, 
washed page by page, and prepared for rebinding.  The staff welcomed me and was anxious to show me all of the hard work 
that goes into preserving not only books but also paintings, pictures, and even movies.  I had no idea how much work was 
done to ensure that all of the items in the Library are preserved and protected for future generations.  

 Finally, I was able to attend one of the lessons presented at the Summer Teacher’s Institute.  I spent two hours do-
ing a lesson with other teachers from around the country and learning how to use maps in an extremely creative way.  I’m so 
anxious to try the lesson in my own classroom.  Following the lesson, the Director of Educational Outreach Lee Ann Potter, 
was kind enough to have coffee with me and talk about all of the amazing things that her department does.  I was beyond 
grateful that she took the time to talk to me in spite of her busy schedule. 

 Working at the Library of Congress this summer was one of the most amazing experiences of my life.  I am forever 
grateful to Mike for giving me this opportunity.  It was truly a once in a lifetime experience.  I am in awe of all of the things 
that I was able to see, and the experiences I was able to have as a result of the kindness of so many people.  I would also like 
to acknowledge the Lilley Teacher Endowment for providing the funds that helped me to live this dream.  To all of the staff 
at the Library:  Ed, John, Tony, Mike, Cynthia, Hannah, Renee, Jennifer, and Colleen – I am so thankful for each and every 
one of you for making this such a wonderful experience.  My time at the Library is one that I will treasure, and I can’t wait to 
go back and see what else there is to discover! 

By Laurie Martin  
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