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The Philip Lee Phillips Map Society
of the Library of Congress

Featuring Abell Buell’s 1784 Map and Other Works of Early America
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Getting involved with the Philip Lee Phillips Map 
Society and the Geography and Map Division is both 
easy and encouraged! As part of a larger national map-
ping community, the Society can always use donations of 
time and resources from enthusiastic individuals to help 
spread the mission of the Division throughout the country.
 Don McGuirk is one such passionate individual. He 
recently worked with Bob Morris, G&M’s acquisitions 
specialist, to obtain a new map for the Division. McGuirk 
browsed a variety of different maps online before finding 
James Whitelaw’s 1793 A Map of the State of Vermont 
(above) located inside the 1794 publication of Samuel 
Williams’s The Natural and Civil History of Vermont. 

McGuirk generously funded the acquisition of this 
material to be added to the Division’s collection, making 
it available for enthusiasts everywhere to view and learn 
from.

A Map of the State of Vermont, 1793, by James Whitelaw
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The Philip Lee Phillips Map Society of  the Library of  
Congress is named in honor of  Philip Lee Phillips (1857-
1924), the first Superintendent of  Maps at the Library of  
Congress when the Hall of  Maps and Charts was estab-
lished in 1897. 

The group is a non-profit, voluntary association whose 
objective is to develop, enhance, and promote the work of  
the Geography and Map Division by advancing its 
publication, education, exhibition, preservation, and 
acquisition programs. For membership and donation 
information, find us online at www.loc.gov/phillips.

About Us
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Alice Hudson, former Chief of the Lionel Pincus and Princess Firyal Map Division at the New 
York Public Library (NYPL), has stepped down this spring from the Phillips Map Society Academic 
Committee.
 Ms. Hudson began working in map librarianship in 1970 and retired from NYPL in 2009. During 
her tenure, she watched the rise of digital maps and the decline in visitors to the library. She respond-
ed by developing digital collections to create access for researchers using the Internet and learned 
about GIS.
 Though seen as a beacon of geographic 
knowledge, Ms. Hudson’s passion for the 
subject came unexpectedly.  While attend-
ing Middle Tennessee State University, she 
was required to take a course in geography 
and “fell in love with it.”  She changed her 
major from foreign languages to geography. 
 In 1970, Ms. Hudson received an MLS 
degree in library science from Vanderbilt.  
Although professors, who were disconnect-
ed with realities of the job market, told her 
that jobs in map librarianship did not exist, 
she knew otherwise. She customized her 
learning experience by interweaving her in-
terests in geography and librarianship. She 
said, “Every paper I wrote had to do with 
maps.”
 Hudson emerged a leader in her field 
and participated in committees with the Spe-
cial Libraries Association and the American 
Library Association where she trained and 
mentored many library professionals. She 
taught the history of cartography for Rare 
Book School at the University of Virginia 
and served on many editorial and advisory 
boards, including ones at the Hammond 
Map Company and Boston Public Library, 
Norman B. Leventhal Map Center.
 By Ryan Moore

Portions of this article were taken from Ms. Hudson’s 2010 interview in the Journal of Map & Geography Libraries.



MAPPING A 
GROWING 

NATION

On September 3, 1783, 
American and British representatives 
signed the Treaty of Paris, formally 
concluding the American Revolution 
and recognizing the United States 
as an independent nation. In March 
1784, Abel Buell, an engraver from 
Connecticut, produced his A New and 
Correct Map of the United States of 
North America (right), the very first 
map of the newly independent United 
States to be compiled, printed, and 
published in America by an American. 
The 1784 publication is the first map 
to be copyrighted in the United States, 
and was registered under the auspic-
es of the Connecticut State Assembly.
 Buell’s map documents a unique 
time in U.S. history when the social 
and political fabric binding the early 
U.S. territories was very fragile. Un-
til the adoption of the Constitution in 
1787, the federal government could 
not establish internal boundaries be-
tween states. Nor could it force the 
surrender or sale of western lands 
claimed by some of the states under 
their original charters. As a result, 
many state boundaries on the 1784 
map extend as far west as the Missis-
sippi River, the western boundaries 
of Pennsylvania and Virginia are not 
formally established, and the final 
boundaries for the state of Connecti-
cut are not resolved.





  
THE STATE OF NEW JERSEY, 1795

      THE STATE OF NEW HAMPSHIRE, 1794

Engraved in 1794 by Samuel Lewis, a Phila-
delphia based engraver, for Matthew Carey’s  
1795 American Atlas, which was the  first 
atlas of the United States published in the 
U.S., Lewis’s map includes county boundar-
ies, road networks, and mountain ranges.

Prolific map publisher Matthew Carey pre-
pared this Samuel Lewis map of New Jer-
sey in 1795 for inclusion in his atlas entitled 
Carey’s American edition of Guthrie’s Ge-
ography improved. 
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The original thirteen colonies became the thirteen states with the signing of the Trea-
ty of Paris. The exact order of statehood for the states was determined by the date 
each state ratified the Constitution. The system of transitioning from colony and terri-
tory to state was formalized by the Northwest Ordinance, passed by Congress on July 
13, 1787. Under the Ordinance, a territory could be established when its population 
reached 5,000 free males. Slavery was prohibited in the new territories. Territories 
were then eligible to apply for statehood when the population reached 60,000. This 
system remained in place through the admittance of Alaska and Hawaii.

By Ed Redmond

      THE STATE OF NEW HAMPSHIRE, 1794

THE STATE OF CONNECTICUT, 1795

This map, prepared by Matthew Carey and 
engraved by Amos Doolittle, was originally pre-
pared for Carey’s American Atlas (1795). Edi-
tions of the map were also included in Carey’s 
General Atlas and General Atlas for Guthrie’s 
Geography Improved. The first editions of all 
three atlas titles were published in Philadelphia 
in 1795.
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Library of Congress
Geography and Map Division
Philip Lee Phillips Society
101 Independence Ave SE
Madison Bldg, Room LM B01
Washington, D.C. 20540-4650

Phone: 202-707-6277
Fax: 202-707-8531
@LOCMaps
https://www.loc.gov/rr/geogmap/
http://blogs.loc.gov/maps/

In World War I, 
the detail and accuracy 
of maps increased rap-
idly over the course of a 
few years, and greatly 
enhanced the power of 
military forces.  However, 
a map was only as good 
as its interpretation, and 
failures could result in 
massive casualties, rang-
ing from tens to hundreds 
of thousands. An audience 
of about seventy persons 
learned these facts about 
the intersection of cartog-
raphy and warfare while at-
tending The Maps of World 
War I, an event sponsored 
by the Phillips Map Soci-
ety and coordinated by the 
Library of Congress.

 Ryan Moore, cartographic specialist in the Geography and Map Division, spoke on how, at the 
outbreak of war in 1914, maps were scaled too largely for tactical planning, meaning only general 
regions were depicted. Prior to 1916, there were not highly-detailed maps that indicated individual 
buildings, bridges, and most importantly, military emplacements and obstacles. Such mapmaking was 
only possible because planes flew daily sorties and took photographs of the battlefield. That informa-
tion was transferred to maps and quickly circulated to commanders on the front.
 Professor Peter Doyle of the University of London also spoke at the event. His talk, Terrain, Maps 
& Failures at the Dardanelles, 1915, centered on the British Gallipoli campaign. He noted that the 
disastrous British bid to march across Gallipoli with the goal of reaching the Ottoman capital of Con-
stantinople, in what is modern day Istanbul, failed in no small part due to the British reliance on topo-
graphical maps that lacked sufficient details. Professor Doyle also mentioned that maps alone were 
not to blame; rather, it was the interpretation of the data. 
 Following the talks, the public was invited to an open house in the Geography and Map Division, 
where more than a dozen maps from World War I were available for viewing in the division foyer. That 
display will remain available until the end of July. 
 By Ryan Moore


