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The Philip Lee Phillips Map Society of  the Library of  
Congress is named in honor of  Philip Lee Phillips (1857-
1924), the first Superintendent of  Maps at the Library of  
Congress when the Hall of  Maps and Charts was estab-
lished in 1897. 

The group is a non-profit, voluntary association whose 
objective is to develop, enhance, and promote the work of  
the Geography and Map Division by advancing its 
publication, education, exhibition, preservation, and 
acquisition programs. For membership and donation 
information, find us online at www.loc.gov/phillips.

About Us

 Mike Buscher, Team Leader, Reference Team 
recently was awarded for and celebrated 40 years of 
Federal Service, most of which has been in the Geog-
raphy and Map Division. Mike began his career at the 
Library of Congress on August 22, 1977, when he was 
hired as a GS-2 Deck Attendant in what was then the 
Stack & Reader Division. He moved on to a position in 
the Congressional  Research Service and joined the 
Geography and Map Division in the spring of 1979.
 Mike has held a number of positions in the Geog-
raphy and Map Division.  He was a Library Technician 
with the Collections Maintenance Unit and the Acqui-
sitions Unit. He was promoted to Reference Librarian 
in early 1990 and later that year became Head of the 
Collections Management Team, a position he held for 
over two decades. During this period he also served as 
Head of the Acquisitions Team and briefly as a Techni-
cal Information Specialist. In 2011, Mike became Acting 
Team Leader of the Reference Team in addition to his 
duties as Team Leader of the Collections Management 
Team. In November 2014, he was officially promoted to 
Team Leader of the Reference Team.
 Over the years Mike has had the opportunity to 
engage with a wide range of patrons. He has worked 
with and given presentations for members of Congress, 
prominent historians and researchers, the Joint Chiefs 
of Staff, numerous Ambassadors and foreign dignitar-
ies, and sports, film, and music stars. He has appeared 
on the CNN’s State of the Union, PBS News Hour, 
the Library of Congress YouTube channel, and Major 
League Baseball TV. He has also appeared in articles 
in the Washington Post and Roll Call. Mike co-authored 
Language of the Land: The Library of Congress Book 
of Literary Maps and curated the exhibit of the same 
name. He has been acknowledged in a number of publi-
cations for his assistance in research.



 The collections of the Geography and Map Division grew by over two million items during the 
years Mike has been with the Division. Mike managed the expansion and housing of these collec-
tions for over two decades. Among his accomplishments were the successful relocation of collections 
into the new G&M Secure Storage Facility, the transfer of collections to off-site storage in Ft. Meade, 
Maryland, and the re-housing, preservation, and inventorying of all maps of the United States. He 
also arranged for the transfer of over a thousand map cases to the G&M Division from NGA during a 
period of severe budgetary constraints.
 Mike has always enjoyed interacting and sharing his knowledge of the collections with patrons and 
visitors. He felt that the best part of his job was telling a first time user that the Library of Congress 
was their library and they only needed a reader card to access the collections. His enthusiasm and 
interest made everyone feel that they had a friend at the largest map library in the world and that Mike 
had one of the best jobs on the planet. Mike agreed with that.
 By G&M Staff

Mike Buscher (center) is given the LOC Length of Service Award. Photo courtesy of U.S. Copyright Office.



“Writing is a strange invention. One might suppose that its emer-
gence could not fail to bring profound changes in the conditions of 
human existence…”
                                         –Claude Levi-Strauss, Tristes Tropiques

The Codex Quetzalecatzin, also known as the Mapa de Ecatepec-Huitziltepec, the 
Codex Ehecatepec and Huitziltepec, or the Charles Ratton Codex, is an extremely rare colored 
Mesoamerican manuscript and one of the most important indigenous manuscripts from the earliest 
history of the Americas to become available in recent years. Several months ago the Library Con-
gress acquired this world treasure from a private collector in France, and has now made it available to 
the public digitally, allowing it to be seen and studied by scholars across the world, for the first time in 
more than a century.
 As is typical for an Aztec, or Nahuatl, codex of this early date, it relates the extent of land owner-
ship and properties of a family line known as “de Leon,” most of the members of which are depicted 
on the manuscript. With Nahuatl stylized graphics and hieroglyphs, it illustrates the family’s genealo-
gy and their descent from Lord-11 Quetzalecatzin, who in 1480, was the major political leader of the 
region. It is from him the Codex derives one of its many names.

The Codex Quetzalecatzin. Collections of the Geography and Map Division, Library of Congress.

Lord-11 Quetzalecatzin (in red) as depicted on the Codex.



The Codex Quetzalecatzin. Collections of the Geography and Map Division, Library of Congress.



 The manuscript dates from between 1570 and 1595, making it an extremely rare example of a 
pre-1600 indigenous American codex. It was created at a time when many cartographic histories 
were being produced both as a part of a Spanish royal investigation into the human and community 
resources in the Spanish colonies, and when indigenous families were trying to reassert their ancient 
land claims. These maps were largely made by indigenous painters and scribes, and that is reflected 
in the structure and make-up of the Codex Quetzalecatzin. Particular features that point to indigenous 
authorship include pre-Hispanic illustrative conventions, such as the symbols for rivers, roads and 
pathways, and of course hieroglyphic writing. The glosses on the manuscript, which utilize the Latin 
alphabet, are clues to its colonial-era composition, as are the names of some of the indigenous lead-
ers such as “don Alonso” and “don Matheo.” Naming conventions such as these provide evidence 
that at least some indigenous elites were granted the Spanish title of nobility (“don”) and had been 
baptized with Christian names.

Extent of the Lands in the Codex Quetzalecatzin. Map created by John Hessler, Geography and Map Division.



Detail of Maya Blue on the Codex Quetzalecatzin.

 Like many Nahuatl codices and manuscript maps of the period it depicts a local community at an 
important point in their history. On the one hand, the map is a traditional Aztec cartographic history 
with its composition and design showing Nahuatl hieroglyphics, and typical illustrations. On the other 
hand, it also shows churches, some Spanish place names, and other images suggesting a communi-
ty adapting to Spanish rule.  Maps and manuscripts of this kind would typically chart the community’s 
territory using hieroglyphic toponyms, with the community’s own place-name lying at or near the cen-
ter. The present codex shows the de Leon family presiding over a large region of territory that extends 
from slightly north of  Mexico City, to just south of Puebla. Codices such as these are critical primary 
source documents, and for scholars looking into history and  ethnography during the earliest periods 
of contact between Europe and the peoples of the Americas, they give important clues into how these 
very different cultures became integrated and adapted to each others presence.

 The form and color of the codex reflects many 
of the deep artistic stylizations found in indigenous 
books made throughout Mesoamerica and uses 
naturally extracted pigments and dyes, like Maya 
Blue, and cochineal, to create the bold coloring 
that strikes anyone who looks at the Codex. Color 
was an important element in all Nahuatl and Maya 
books and many early sources survive that narrate 
how they were prepared and used. Perhaps the 
most important source for our knowledge of the 
materials and plants used by ancient Americans in 
the design and construction of the codices comes 
from the Historia general de las cosas de Nueva 
Espana, compiled by the Franciscan friar Bernardi-
no de Sahagun around 1575-1577. His manuscript 
gives us deep clues on how the Codex Quetzale-
catzin was made and painted and is now common-
ly known as the Florentine Codex.
 The Codex Quetzalecatzin, because of its 
extreme rarity, and because of its relevance to the 
early history of European contact with the indig-
enous peoples of the Americas, is an important 
addition to the early American treasures at the 
Library of Congress. To get a sense of the manu-
scripts rarity, it should noted that only around 450 
Mesoamerican pictorial manuscripts survive to 
the present day, and less than 100 pre-date 1600. 
The acquisition of this world treasure by the Li-
brary of Congress adds to the rare and world class 
indigenous manuscripts already in its collections, 
including the Oztoticpac Lands Map and the Huex-
otzinco Codex, and we look forward to its study by 
scholars everywhere.
 By John Hessler
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Created as a  
data visalization tool for 
Library of Congress staff 
to highlight its collec-
tions on the web, a pilot 
program was launched 
several months ago, led 
by the Chief of the Geog-
raphy and Map Division, 
Dr. Paulette Hasier, that 
utilizes a powerful cloud-
based digital humanities 
platform, called Story 
Maps. The program has 
brought together six Li-
brary Services Divisions, 
including Newspaper & 
Serials, the American 
Folklife Center, Rare 

Books and Special Collections, the Geography and Map Division, Prints and Photographs, and sev-
eral others, to produce visually striking web applications and online exhibits created by the staff of the 
custodial divisions themselves.
 The Story Map platform is hosted by ESRI, the largest Geographic Information Systems (GIS) 
software provider in the world, and is being run through the Library of Congress’ newly launched Geo-
spatial Hosting Environment, which was created provide geospatial data and GIS software to Con-
gress, the Congressional Research Service, and to other Library staff. With technical support from the 
Geography and Map Division’s Cartographers and GIS experts, curators, librarians, and specialists 
from each of the above named Divisions have been learning the software, thinking about web design 
principles and discussing their creations as a group as the pilot project has progressed.
 The Story Map platform itself is a very flexible, easy to use and immersive multimedia digital hu-
manities tool that allows for the creation of web applications using images, film, sound, and of course, 
maps, to tell a story or narrative in a compelling, highly illustrated, and dynamic format. Story Maps 
have a wide user base with thousands of organizations, from museums, to corporations, and govern-
ment agencies, using them to highlight in a multimedia format everything from collections to policies.
 Naturally, for the curators and librarians involved in the project here, the focus is of course, on 
collections, and telling stories about the vast holdings of the Library that may not be well known either 
to the staff or to the general public.  All of the Divisions presented their final Story Maps during the 
Celebration of GIS Day on November 14th here at the Library of Congress.
 By John Hessler

The Newspaper and Serials Division’s Story Map that focusses on publications and 
newspapers produced in Japanese internment camps during the Second World War.


