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The Philip Lee Phillips Map Society of  the Library of  
Congress is named in honor of  Philip Lee Phillips (1857-
1924), the first Superintendent of  Maps at the Library of  
Congress when the Hall of  Maps and Charts was estab-
lished in 1897. 

The group is a non-profit, voluntary association whose 
objective is to develop, enhance, and promote the work of  
the Geography and Map Division by advancing its 
publication, education, exhibition, preservation, and 
acquisition programs. For membership and donation 
information, find us online at www.loc.gov/phillips.

About Us

 The Geography and Map Division recently participat-
ed in the Library’s “LOC Spring Fling,” a pop-up exhibit which 
paid homage to the 2018 National Cherry Blossom Festival in 
Washington, D.C. The Division’s contribution highlighted the 
themes of climate and weather, represented throughout the 
history of cartography. Among the maps selected by the Spring 
Fling committee for display was the first world isothermal 
chart issued in an American school atlas in 1823, a whimsical 
pictorial map attempting to lure travelers to sunny Los Ange-
les during the Great Depression; a plate from the first major 
national atlas of Japan depicting the average mean date of 
the first flowering of Japanese cherry trees and other annually 
occurring natural phenomena with cultural significance; a plate 
illustrating global isotherms from J.G. Bartholomew’s hand-
some Atlas of Meteorology, published in Great Britain near the 
end of the Victorian era; and an anemograph, a diagram for 
measuring the direction of the winds, from a richly-illustrated 
atlas published by Johannes Janssonius in the first half of the 
eighteenth century. 
 The exhibit was displayed in Mahogany Row in the 
Library’s Thomas Jefferson Building on Friday and Saturday 
during the first two weeks in April, with approximately 5000 
attendees in the first two days alone. Given the significance 
of the annual Cherry Blossom Festival, Geography and Map 
Division staff eagerly volunteered to participate in meeting with 
visitors and discussing the materials.
 One of the items on display was William C. Wood-
bridge’s Isothermal Chart, or View of Climates & Production, 
Drawn from the Accounts of Humboldt & Others (right), from 
1823. Woodbridge was a geographer and geographic educa-
tor from Hartford, Connecticut. Though no scientist, he enthu-
siastically introduced the latest scientific ideas into his maps, 
among them this one, which introduced to the world Alexander 
von Humboldt’s findings on the relationship between mean 
annual temperature and place. The result was the first world 
isothermal chart, which attempted to make Humboldt’s innova-
tion accessible to the public.

By Michael Klein

Geography and Map Division Participates 
in Library of Congress Spring Fling





 Hue is a city in central Vietnam, which most Americans may know from the 1968 Battle of Hue, one of 
the longest and bloodiest battles in the Vietnam War. However, less is known about America’s involvement 
with the city during World War II.
 During World War II, the United States, the free-French government, and local fighters, such as the 
communist revolutionary leader Ho Chi Minh, coordinated to undermine the control of the Nazi collaborationist 
Vichy French authority and the occupying Japanese Imperial forces. The American, French, and Vietnamese 
alliance was often tense, as each of the parties had a very different vision for a postwar Vietnam.

History of U.S. Military Maping of Hue, Vietnam

Detail of Indochina: Town Plan of Hue, depicting Hue’s location in Indo-
china. OSS, 1945. Geography and Map Division, Library of Congress

 The Office of Strategic 
Services (OSS), a U.S. wartime 
intelligence agency, mapped 
Hue’s culturally important citadel 
and the surrounding area. Amer-
ican intelligence relied on a 1920 
French atlas and aerial photogra-
phy to create the 1945 depiction, 
shown to the left and right. 
 The map identifies loca-
tions of concern to military and 
political affairs, such as barracks, 
rail lines and stations, industry, 
power plants, and other key sites. 
A list of nine locations identifies 
government buildings, public 
institutions, and hotels.
 The accuracy of the plot-
ted data is assigned a reliability 
code in the lower left corner. The 
map, though stamped “restrict-
ed,” is no longer classified.

Indochina: Town Plan of Hue. OSS, 1945. Geography and Map Division, Library of Congress.



Indochina: Town Plan of Hue. OSS, 1945. Geography and Map Division, Library of Congress.



Ban-Do Do-Thi Hue Va Phu-Can. 1:10,000 Map of Hue, ca. 1960-1968. Geography and 
Map Division, Library of Congress.



 America’s connection to Vietnam in World War II led to its eventual direct military 
role during the Vietnam War. Hue served as an important base for South Vietnamese forc-
es and housed American diplomats and advisors. During the Tet Offensive of 1968, intense 
fighting broke out in the city that resulted in damage to the historic citadel and many other 
buildings. 
 America’s connection to Vietnam in World War II led to its eventual direct military 
role during the Vietnam War. Hue served as an important base for South Vietnamese forc-
es and housed American diplomats and advisors. During the Tet Offensive of 1968, intense 
fighting broke out in the city that resulted in damage to the historic citadel and many other 
buildings.
 In contrast to the 1945 OSS map, less is known about the purpose of this 1:10,000 
scale map (left) created during the Vietnam War that depicts the city in great detail. Listed 
in the lower left corner of the map are South Vietnamese military and government installa-
tions, and, on the right, are the locations of “Properties used by the U.S. Government Hue, 
Vietnam.” The list of American properties is faded, as seen below. It notes the residences 
of American diplomats, civil administrators, and military advisors. The presence of so many 
different American specialists reflected the all-encompassing role the U.S. played in the 
civil and military affairs of South Vietnam.
 Following the Tet Offensive, President Richard Nixon sought to reduce America’s 
involvement in the war, particularly through a steady withdrawal of U.S. ground troops. The 
hope was to hand over control of the war to the South Vietnamese government, who would, 
in turn, check the communist insurgency. However, the effort failed and the South Vietnam-
ese nation was toppled in 1975, and Vietnam was reunified under a communist govern-
ment.

By Ryan Moore



Library of Congress
Geography and Map Division
Philip Lee Phillips Society
101 Independence Ave SE
Madison Bldg, Room LM B01
Washington, D.C. 20540-4650

Phone: 202-707-6277
Fax: 202-707-8531
Twitter: @LOCMaps
https://www.loc.gov/rr/geogmap/
http://blogs.loc.gov/maps/

Now Available - GIS-Based Story Maps
 The Library of Congress has launched new online interactive applications that high-
light creative ways to facilitate the accessibility of thousands of collections, using the Geo-
graphic Information Systems (GIS)-based tool Story Maps.
 Recently released Story Maps include “Surveying the South,” which explores the 
photography of Frances Benjamin Johnston, and “Behind Barbed Wire,” a collection of 
newspapers that were produced in Japanese-American internment camps during World 
War II. These maps can be found at https://www.loc.gov/rr/geogmap/storymaps.html

May 16th, 2018 - Cartography and Code
 In the Pickford Theater (LM302) at 1:30 p.m., a lecture on medieval maps and how 
modern technology has changed how we view them. The lecture features speakers Heath-
er Wacha, CLIR Postdoctoral Fellow in Data Curation for Medieval Studies, University of 
Wisconsin, Madison and Jacob Levernier, CLIR Bollinger Postdoctoral Fellow in Library 
Innovation, University of Pennsylvania that uses machine learning to compare toponyms 
across medieval maps.

Fall 2018 - New Compact Shelving for Geography and Map Atlas Collection
 Compact shelving for the Division’s atlas collection is currently being installed. The 
project should be completed sometime in the fall.

October 5-6, 2018 – Arlington, Texas
 At the University of Texas Arlington’s Central Library on October 5-6, 2018, there will 
be the Eleventh Biennial Virginia Garrett Lectures on the History of Cartography and the 
Fall 2018 meeting of the Texas Map Society.
 The event begins Friday, October 5, with the 2018 Garrett Lectures. The theme, 
“Paths to Highways: Routes of Exploration, Settlement and Commerce,” is broadly based 
and includes a variety of topics to explore. These topics will be covered by the event’s five 
speakers: Will Bagley, Wes Brown, David Buisseret, Glen Ely, and Jason Wiese.

Notices and Upcoming Events:


