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For Women Who Know No Boundaries

For Women Who Know No Boundaries is the motto of  the Society of  Woman Geographers (SWG), and it is precisely that idea that the participants shared 
during From Earth to Sky: Women Making a Difference in Geography, a conference held at the Library of  Congress, in collaboration with the Geography 
and Map Division, on April 2, 2019. The one-day event was in concert with the larger American Association of  Geographers Annual Conference (AAG), 
which, from April 3 to April 7, brought together more than eight thousand geographers, cartographers and spatial scientists, from across the globe, to Wash-
ington, D.C.

The SWG conference, held one day before the official AAG opening, was full of  diverse and deeply engaging contributions from women geographers of  
different subject expertise, from biologists and librarians, to medical geographers, geologists, and historians. The objective: To inspire participants to consid-
er how women strengthen the practice of  geography.

Early morning coffee and pastries fed the spirit of the event, which was launched by 
Dr. Paulette Hasier, Chief of the Geography and Map Division, and Dr. Mollie Webb, 
President of SWG, who both offered welcoming remarks and inspiration to the assem-
bled scholars. Mary van Balgooy, Executive Director of SWG, followed her opening 
with an enlightening talk describing the amazing lives and work of women explorers, 
scientists, and scholars who make up the Society’s membership.

Using biographical sketches mixed with historical photographs, Dr. Webb recounted 
the details of the origins of the Society in 1925, and how a group of close friends, 
Gertrude Emerson Sen, Marguerite Harrison, Blair Niles and Gertrude Mathews Shel-
by, founded the Society to give women explorers and geographers a place to gather for 
professional exchange and companionship. Although at the time women scientists were 
sought after and were some of the most popular speakers in professional organizations 
like the National Geographic Society, and the Cosmos and the Explorers Clubs, they 
were excluded from membership. Thus, the objective of SWG was to create a place 
for women to share and validate their experiences, their accomplishments, and to 
support the publication of their ground breaking geographical scholarship. Including 
the word “geographer” in the society’s name was intended to make it broadly inclusive, 
and a welcoming place for female geographers, scientists, and explorers. Dr. Paulette Hasier offering welcoming remarks at the SWG Conference opening



The founders of the Society were all extremely accomplished. Gertrude Emerson Sen was an expert on Asia, an educator, explorer, and writer. In 1920, she 
embarked on a round-the-world expedition, which included episodes of stunt flying and spelunking. Marguerite Harrison was a journalist and America’s 
first foreign intelligence officer. In 1918, she was sent to Germany to collect clandestine information for U.S. negotiators during the World War I. Blair Niles 
was a novelist, explorer, and travel writer. Gertrude Mathews Shelby was also an author and a contributor to several important American magazines. All 
four founding members paved the way for future women to be recognized as professionals in their fields and opened up a space in geography for diversity 
to flourish. 

The morning lectures continued with presentations by Nancy Lewis, former Director of the Research Program of the East-West Center and Professor 
Emeritus of the University of Hawaii; Kavita Pandit, Associate Provost for Faculty Affairs at the Georgia State University; and Susan Shaw, Founder of the 
Shaw Institute and Professor at the School of Public Health at the State University of New York at Albany. Lewis’s presentation on women in sustainability 
science stressed the importance of empowering women in climate change research as agents for transformation. Pandit’s talk focused on the current trends 
in careers for women geographers and highlighted some of the difficulties in obtaining and maintaining tenure-track positions in academic geography and 
science departments. Shaw spoke eloquently about the role of geographical and spatial research in public health arenas, concentrating on problems such as 
tobacco and the hazards of post-war plastic production, among other topics.

In 1931, SWG established a flag carrying 
program. Members have carried the flag to 
the top of  Kilimanjaro, to Antarctica and 
even outer space.



The afternoon was highlighted by young scholars who are currently advancing the representation of  women in geographic research. Each of  the talks was 
given by a recent Fellow of  the Society and included Kelsey Brain, Katherine Glover, and Maegan Miller. Kelsey Brain, Ph.D. candidate in Geography and 
Women’s, Gender, and Sexuality Studies at Penn State University, shared her research on migration patterns of  Europeans and North Americans to the 
South, and the results of  fieldwork in Talamanca, Costa Rica. Katherine Glover, postdoctoral scholar at the Climate Change Institute, University of  Maine, 
presented her findings on landscapes that have changed because of  climate change, and stressed the importance of  role models for young women. Citing 
her experiences in the geosciences, where all her professors were men, she explained the excitement of  her fieldwork and her vision for including more 
women in the sciences. Maegan Miller, Ph.D. candidate in the Geography Program at the Graduate Center, City University of  New York, shared her re-
search on trans-Atlantic activism and political education among Black sailors and dockworkers in the early 20th century, all with an eye on critiquing current 
political discourse.

The formal presentations of  the day ended with a series of  “enlightening talks” by Paulette Hasier and Stephanie Stillo, Curator of  the Lessing J. Rosenwald 
Graphic Arts Collection in the Rare Book and Special Collections Division. Historical anecdotes about subjects like Millie the Mapper and her role produc-
ing accurate maps during World War II were particularly exciting to the crowd, as were Anne Blunt’s journeys in Northern Arabia and her detailed documen-
tation of  her expeditions through sketches, watercolors, and maps. Stillo was followed by Kathy Hart, Head of  the Geography and Map Division research 

center, who offered examples of three women and their excep-
tional work in geography and library science, Mary Larsgaard, 
Marcy Bidney and Nicole Kong.

From Earth to Sky: Women Making a Difference in Geography 
concluded with an invitation to the over forty participants to a 
Geography and Map Division open house. Those members who 
attended were treated to wonderful maps and rare cartographic 
treasures from the Library’s collections and showcased some of 
the historic contributions of women cartographers. The more 
relaxed ambiance of the G&M Reading Room was the perfect 
time and place for participants to reflect on the stories and 
papers heard during the day. In considering the bright future for 
young women entering the fields of geography and the 
geosciences, everyone finished the day inspired and hopeful.

By Giselle Aviles
Members of  the SWG and conference attendees at the Geography and Map Division open house.

https://blogs.loc.gov/maps/2016/03/millie-the-mapper/
https://blogs.loc.gov/maps/2016/03/lady-anne-blunt/


On one of  my breaks from working with the Jay I. Kislak Collection of  the Early Americas, housed in the Geography and Map Division of  the Library, I 
began to read the Women’s History Month website about the many great women who broke social barriers in many fields and I couldn’t help but think of  
Dr. Paulette Marie Hasier, the chief  of  the division in which I am doing my fellowship. Dr. Hasier is the ninth person and first woman named chief  of  the 
division. Dr. Hasier is originally from Chicago, completed a joint Master’s Degree program in Library Science and a Master’s in History from the Univer-
sity of  North Texas, a doctorate in Transatlantic History from the University of  Texas in Arlington, and possesses twenty-four years in the library field. I 
thought that the occasion of  Women’s History Month was the perfect time to discover more about her story and how she came to the Library of  Congress.

Rising to the First: An Interview with Dr. Paulette Hasier

Dr. Paulette Hasier
Geography and Map Division Chief, Library of  Congress

Dr. Hasier, how did you get into the field of  geography and maps?
My passion for maps goes back to my Ph.D. studies. When I met with my advisor we talked about 
what we would like to do in terms of  research, how we felt we could match what I do as a librar-
ian with what I would do as an historian. We decided on a carto-bibliography of  the central por-
tion of  the United States, specifically on Illinois Country. It was an in-depth analysis of  the maps 
that were produced at the time, in this case primarily French mapping. French cartographers were 
at their height during this period, measuring land and applying the latest surveying technology to 
maps. Amazingly enough, none of  the cartographers I studied ever came to the United States; this 
was all done through proxy. They had relationships with navigators, sea captains, and they relied 
on people in religious orders, for example Jesuits that were on the ground and who were making 
contact and relationships with the indigenous population. It was basically comparative cartogra-
phy. Looking at how through time maps changed, noting their differences, what was on a certain 
map, why they were there, why things weren’t on other maps, how the cartographer was getting 
the information, [what] their influences [were]. Some of  them were considered royal cartogra-
phers for Louis XIV.

What do you like about maps?
The fact that there is a world of  information contained on every map! For many years, maps 
were not seen as historical documents and I think the strength of  a map as a primary source is 
always that it is a combination of  factual and cultural information. I did research on comparative 
cartography of  16th and 17th century French maps, so as a student I worked with purely analog 
maps. Now with Geographic Information Systems (GIS) you can use geospatial data, combined 
with these historical sources, to analyze boundaries, to spatially construct new histories and even 
for policy-making decisions. Therefore, I see the maps in our collection as the true world of  big 
data. We have so much data in this collection, of  some six million maps, that is just begging to 
get out and be used by scholars, policy makers, and the general public for purposes we have yet to 
imagine. Today, this unexplored intellectual territory combining history and spatial analysis is what 
really excites me about maps.

https://womenshistorymonth.gov/


Tell us about challenges that you confronted on your career path.
You give up a lot if  you want to go far in academia, if  you decide to pursue a Ph.D., and if  you want to become an expert in your field. So one of  the things 
I always think about is the challenge of  tempering a family life, relationships, and how much of  your time do you spend studying toward what you believe is 
a worthy career. It’s a really hard line and you make a lot of  sacrifices. It may sound silly, but you give up going to birthday parties, 4th of  July picnics, and 
of  course there were times when I was getting only four or five hours of  sleep. Like many people, while I was studying, I was working a full-time job, going 
to night school, coming home, doing readings, and going back to work the next day. I probably looked like a zombie! During my lunch breaks, I was read-
ing 400 page tomes of  some historical material, but nobody ever told me that I couldn’t do that, and I never felt I couldn’t do it. So I think you have to love 
what you do, you have to have a passion for what you do. So don’t go into something half-hearted, don’t go into something that’s just going to become a job, 
you really need to be passionate about it because it may take a lot out of  you for a while. For me, I am incredibly passionate about being a librarian. I love 
that I had the opportunity to go further in my career and get a Ph.D. and work with historians, but in my heart, I love being a librarian because it’s all about 
information, resources, it’s about sharing. 

That’s what the Library of  Congress is all about! So, now can you tell us an anecdote or a story of  your work in the Library?
Oh, this one comes to my mind right away! I was working at the Library for about two weeks and I received an email from our communications office and 
they say to me that some reporters are coming to do a story for an online magazine called Great Big Story, who want to do a piece about the Library and 
its divisions. Part of  the story requires them to film in our 
vaults…so on that day they have me showing and mov-
ing globes around, talking about the collection, and about 
having the biggest cartographic collection in the world. The 
next day they needed to come back and do some additional 
filming of  me, but unfortunately I was not available. My 
stand in, it turned out, was Mike Buscher, who was the 
head of  the reading room at the time. The crew filmed him 
opening some of  the hundreds of  map drawers we have in 
the division and taking maps and folders out. When the final 
cut came out, they show me talking about the globes and 
maps but it was Mike’s hands taking the objects out of  the 
drawers! It is just an example of the kind of fun thing that 
happens all the time around here. There is such an interest 
among the general public in what we do here at the Library, 
and it is truly rewarding to be an ambassador for the collec-
tions.

Exerpt from Maps That Changed Our World. Geography and Map Division, Library of  Congress

https://www.loc.gov/ghe/cascade/index.html?appid=ddf9824ff56b4fb6a0f3e11515716738&loclr=blogmap


What accomplishments have you and your team achieved?
This week is the year anniversary of the publication of the first of our Story Maps. I feel like this has been an incredible accomplishment that couldn’t 
have been done without a lot of people putting a lot of work into it. We received so much support from our IT department, helping with the software and 
back end programming and engineering issues; from our subject-matter experts throughout the Library who provided content; and my staff, doing 
briefings, writing policy, teaching the platform, and creating something that I believe will have some longevity. I feel this has been kind of a high point of 
my career here. I feel we wanted to do something that was going to go beyond geography and maps in their traditional formats and be something that 
would become a part of the culture of the Library. A year later I feel this has been a significant accomplishment. There is a rich benefit in doing something 
like a Story Map. We have so many knowledgeable people at the Library that know the collections, how to work with them, and what we are doing is trying 
to create a kind of, as John Hessler would say, digital humanities culture around the 
collections. We are trying to get people to understand how they can take that expertise and put it out 

there for anyone, not just the folks that happen to be at the Library. I think this was 
a great way of using geospatial data and software without the participants needing to 
have knowledge of the nuts and bolts of the technology and of programming 
languages. I don’t take credit for what my staff do; I am hopefully helping them be 
the best they can be. So that’s what I want to bring to this position. If that inspires 
someone to be a geographer or a cartographer, or to be a librarian, or to work on 
these collections, that’s a great accomplishment for me.

In closing, how do you feel about being the first woman named Chief of the 
Geography and Map Division?
That’s interesting because I didn’t see that way when I first arrived and I never 
thought about being the first chief of the division as a woman. It was people from 
the outside who really brought it to my attention. I had to think about it for a sec-
ond because I thought, that’s a heavy burden to take on, being the first of anything 
is an incredible heavy burden. Doing my actual job however I see as gender-neutral. 
The fact that I’m actually being put up as an inspiration, as a change maker, and 
when I think of the challenges women face in any field today, it takes me back to the 
reflection of knowing your passion. It’s important to do things that will make you 
happy in your career, don’t let anyone or any institution, or any person, or any-one 
for that matter, tell you that you can’t do it because you can. That’s really what I 
think makes it so important about what I do here. It is not about being the first 
woman, it’s about being a woman and being impassioned about what you do and 
rising to the occasion of being the first.

By Giselle Aviles

Story Maps Page at the Library of  Congress

https://blogs.loc.gov/maps/2018/05/introducing-library-of-congress-story-maps/
https://www.loc.gov/rr/geogmap/storymaps.html
https://www.loc.gov/rr/geogmap/storymaps.html?loclr=blogmap


The Philip Lee Phillips Map Society of  the Library of  Congress is named in honor of  Philip Lee Phillips (1857-1924), the first 
Superintendent of  Maps at the Library of  Congress when the Hall of  Maps and Charts was established in 1897.

The group is a non-profit, voluntary association with an objective to develop, enhance, and promote the work of  the Geography 
and Map Division by advancing its publication, education, exhibition, preservation, and acquisition programs. 

About Us

Newsletter Staff
Paulette Hasier Managing Editor
David Ducey Editor
Giselle Aviles Contributor
John Hessler Contributor

Society Steering Committee
Dianne Garrett Powell Chair
Richard Pflederer Vice Chair
William B. Ginsberg
Arthur Holzheimer
Jay Lester

J.C. McElveen Jr.
Donald McGuirk
Glen McLaughlin
Kenneth Nebenzahl
Seymour I. Schwartz
J. Thomas Touchton

Ex Officio Members
Dr. Paulette Hasier Chief, G&M
Ralph E. Ehrenberg Chief, G&M, 2011-2017
John R. Herbert Chief, G&M, 1999-2011

Academic Advisors
Ronald Grim Boston Public Library (ret.)
Mark Monmonier Syracuse University
Mary Pedley University of Michigan
Dennis Reinhartz University of Texas at Arlington 
Susan Schulten University of Denver
Norman J.W. Thrower University of California at LA, Ret. 
Cordell K. Yee St. John’s College, Annapolis

To view the Geography and Map Division Twitter account, 
or to for information on the Phillips Society, including 
membership details, please click on the links below.

 The first Philip Lee Phillips Fellowship has been awarded to Dr. Ernesto Capello, an Associate Professor 
of  Latin American History at Macalaster College in St. Paul, Minnesota. Dr. Capello was selected by a committee 
of  Phillips Society academic advisors, from more than a dozen applicants, who competed for the first fellowship, 
administered by the John W. Kluge Center at the Library of  Congress.

Dr. Capello’s project, entitled “Mapping Mountains: a Review of  Cartographic Depictions of  Elevation”, 
is part of  a larger monograph project that will appear in the Brill Research Perspectives in Map History Series, 
curated by Carla Lois of  the University of  Buenos Aires. Professor Capello, completed his Ph.D. in 2005 at the 
University of  Texas, Austin, and is the author of  several books on Latin American urban history and cartogra-
phy. He has received fellowships from the National Endowment for the Humanities, the Dibner Library, and the 
Newberry Library, to name just a few. We congratulate him on the award and look forward to welcoming him to 
the Geography and Map Division in early September, for his eight week fellowship.

First Philip Lee Phillips Fellowship Awarded

Hello everyone,
Please join me in welcoming Rachel Trent, who was selected as the new Digital Collections and Automa-

tion Coordinator. Rachel will report on Monday, May 13th. 
Ms. Trent earned her MSIS from the University of  North Carolina at Chapel Hill and comes to the 

Library from the George Washington University Libraries where she was the Digital Services Manager for more 
than three years. In this capacity, she performed on a daily basis many of  the activities and assignments of  a 
digital coordinator including; born digital and digitized collection management, acquisitions, preservation and 
conservation and managed access policies. In her previous positions, as the Digital Archivist/Digital Collections 
Manager at both the State Archives and Library for North Carolina, she not only managed access policies but 
also the querying and formatting of  digital databases. She also gained experience ingesting vector files and work-
ing with ARCGIS software which will be of  assistance to the GIS program in Geography and Map.

Please welcome Rachel to the Geography and Map Division.

Paulette Hasier, Ph.D
Chief, Geography and Map Division

Letter From the Chief: New Digital Collections and Automation Coordinator

https://twitter.com/locmaps?lang=en
http://www.loc.gov/rr/geogmap/phillips.html
https://www.loc.gov/programs/john-w-kluge-center/chairs-fellowships/fellowships/philip-lee-phillips/



