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Agenda 

 
Welcoming Remarks: James H. Billington, The Librarian of Congress 

Introduction: Arturo Valenzuela, Assistant Secretary of State, Western Hemisphere 
Affairs, U.S. Department of State 

 
I. The Americas on the Eve of the Independence Movements 

 
Chair: Paula Alonso, George Washington University 

Commentator: Roberto Cortés Conde, Universidad de San Andrés, 
 

Michael Kammen’s summary will be read by James Hutson, Library of Congress 
Alfredo Jocelyn – Holt, Universidad de Chile. 
Inés Quintero, Universidad Central Caracas. 

José María Portillo Valdés, Universidad del País Vasco. 
  
 

II. Comparing Independence Movements in the Americas  
 

Chair: Franklin Knight, The Johns Hopkins University. 
 

Leslie Bethell, Oxford University, United Kingdom. 
David Armitage, Harvard University. 

Alfonso Múnera, Universidad de Cartagena, Colombia. 
John Tutino, Georgetown University. 

David Geggus, University of Florida, Gainesville. 
 
 

III. Constitution-Making in the Western Hemisphere 
 

Chair: Georgette Dorn, Library of Congress. 
Commentator: Ivan Jaksic, Stanford University Program, Chile. 

 
José Carlos Chiaramonte, Instituto Emilio Ravignani, Universidad de Buenos Aires. 

Jack Rakove, Stanford University. 
Alfredo Avila Rueda, Universidad Nacional Autónoma de México, Mexico City 

Manuel Chust Calero, Universidad Jaume I , Spain. 
 




