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            Legal Research Institute

            
            
            We offer a wide variety of legal research classes on topics of U.S. legal research, as well as foreign and comparative law. Learn more 
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            Rare Book Collections

            
            
            The Law Library’s collection of rare books consists of approximately 90,000 volumes of books and bound manuscripts, many issued prior to 1801. Learn more 
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            Law Library Reading Room

            
            
            A staff of law librarians are available to help during your visit to the Law Library Reading Room. Learn more 
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            Digital Collections

            
            
            Many Law Library collections such as the U.S. Reports, Statutes at Large, Code of Federal Regulations, and Law Library Legal Reports are available online. Learn more 
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            Congress.gov

            
            
            Congress.gov is the official website for U.S. federal legislative information. Learn more 


            
            

        

        
        
    

    






            
        

        
        
            
            
                The mission of the Law Library of Congress is to provide authoritative legal research, reference and instruction services, and access   to an unrivaled collection of U.S., foreign, comparative, and international law. To accomplish this mission, the Law Library has assembled a staff of experienced foreign and U.S. trained legal specialists and law librarians, and has amassed the world's largest collection of law books and other legal resources from all countries, now comprising more than 2.9 million items.

Appointments are optional, but encouraged. To help us better serve you, request a research appointment to ensure collection material is accessible during your visit to the Library. Request a research appointment here. The Library of Congress asks all visitors to follow our COVID-19 health screening protocols, which are based on guidance from the Centers for Disease Control and the Office of the Attending Physician of the U.S. Capitol. For additional instructions, see the Researcher Scheduling page.


            
        
        
        


        
            
            
    
    








    
    In Custodia Legis - the Official Blog of the Law Library of Congress

    
    
    
        
        
        
            
            
                
                    
                    New Law Library Report on the Legal Treatment of Embryos Created Through IVF
                    
                    Buchanan, Kelly
                    
                    
                    2024-04-04
                    
                    
                    The Law Library of Congress recently published a report on the options for, and restrictions on, the use of excess embryos created through IVF in nine jurisdictions: Australia, France, Germany, Italy, New Zealand, Poland, Portugal, Sweden, and the United Kingdom.
                    
                
            
        

        
        
            
            
                
                    
                    Join Us to Celebrate Law Day on April 25th at 3 p.m. EDT
                    
                    Brammer, Robert
                    
                    
                    2024-04-03
                    
                    
                    This is a promotional post for the Law Library of Congress and American Bar Association's Law Day event in 2024.
                    
                
            
        

        
        
            
            
                
                    
                    Stumpy's Legacy: Laws on Plant Patents and Propagation
                    
                    Desimone, Bailey
                    
                    
                    2024-04-01
                    
                    
                    In honor of Stumpy the Cherry Blossom Tree's final peak bloom season, Bailey visits the tree and dives into the history of plant patents of cherry blossom hybrids.
                    
                
            
        

        
        
            
            
                
                    
                    Join us on 4/18 for a Foreign and Comparative Law Webinar on "Is Your Data Safe When Traveling? – Data Protection Laws in Italy"
                    
                    Gulatsi, Taylor
                    
                    
                    2024-03-27
                    
                    
                    Today's blog post highlights the upcoming Foreign and Comparative Law webinar on data protection laws in Italy on April 18 at 2:00 PM EST.
                    
                
            
        

        
        
            
            
                
                    
                    Marie Louise Bottineau Baldwin: Ojibwe Lawyer and Suffragist
                    
                    Davis, Jennifer
                    
                    
                    2024-03-27
                    
                    
                    This post describes the history and advocacy work of Marie Louise Bottineau Baldwin, Turtle Mountain Band of Chippewa lawyer and suffragist.
                    
                
            
        

        
        
            
            
                
                    
                    New Law Library Report on the Regulation of Assisted Dying Published
                    
                    Gesley, Jenny
                    
                    
                    2024-03-25
                    
                    
                    This blog posts gives an overview of the newly published Law Library report on the regulation of assisted dying in select European jurisdictions with a focus on whether specific diseases, in particular Parkinson’s disease, were discussed during the parliamentary debates or invoked as a reason for passing the respective laws.
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                    Australia: Western Australia Abortion Law Reforms Come into Force
                    
                    Buchanan, Kelly
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                    Germany: Federal Administrative Court Clarifies Definition of 'Single Parent'
                    
                    Gesley, Jenny
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                    Germany: Federal Administrative Court Rejects Granting Access to Lethal Drugs to Commit Suicide
                    
                    Gesley, Jenny
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                    Tunisia: Draft Law Proposed to Regulate the Work and Funding of Nongovernmental Organizations Operating in the Country
                    
                    Sadek, George
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                    United States: Appeals Court Holds Tech Companies Are Not Liable for Forced Labor Used by Cobalt Suppliers
                    
                    Friedman, Sarah
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                    Kuwait: Authorities Withdraw Kuwaiti Citizenship from Political Opponent
                    
                    Sadek, George
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                    South Korea: Digital Medical Products Act Enacted
                    
                    Umeda, Sayuri
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                    India: Assam Legislative Assembly Passes Assam Healing (Prevention of Evil) Practices Bill, 2024
                    
                    Ahmad, Tariq
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                    Israel: Legislation Authorizing Activation of Special Photography Systems for Crime Prevention Adopted into Law
                    
                    Levush, Ruth
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                    European Union: New Rules to Reduce Fluorinated Gases and Ozone-Depleting Substance Emissions Adopted
                    
                    Gesley, Jenny
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                    Azerbaijan: First Competition Code Adopted and Promulgated
                    
                    Roudik, Peter
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                    Italy: Measures for Rescuing Giant Steel Company and for Extraordinary Administration of Strategic Companies Enter into Effect
                    
                    Figueroa, Dante
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                    India: Legislative Assembly of Uttarakhand Enacts Uniform Civil Code
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                    Thailand: Constitutional Court Rules Opposition Party's Proposal to Reform Lèse-Majesté Law Violates Constitution
                    
                    Umeda, Sayuri
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                    Israel: Parliament Adopts Legislation Implementing UNCITRAL Model Law on International Commercial Arbitration
                    
                    Levush, Ruth
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                    United States: Appeals Court Rules District Court Cannot Exercise Personal Jurisdiction over German Defendant Who Received Funds Allegedly Obtained Through an Illegal Scheme
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                    International: International Court of Justice Issues Decision in Terrorism Financing and Racial Discrimination Case Involving Russia and Ukraine
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                    Russian Federation: Decree Grants Foreigners Serving in Armed Forces During Special Military Operation in Ukraine the Right to Obtain Citizenship Under Simplified Procedure
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                    Colombia: Decree No. 44 of 2024 on Temporary Natural Reserves Enacted
                    
                    Alvarez, Stephania
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                    Mexico-United States: Implementing Guidelines Published on Accelerated Patent Grant Bilateral Arrangement
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                    Tunisia: Criminal Court Sentences Former President Moncef Marzouki in Absentia
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                    Pakistan: Supreme Court Releases on Bail an Ahmadi Muslim Detained for Distributing Proscribed Commentary on Holy Quran
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                    Israel: State Commission of Inquiry for Mount Meron Disaster Finds Prime Minister Netanyahu and Others Personally Responsible
                    
                    Levush, Ruth
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                    Sweden: Supreme Court Declares High Levels of PFAS in Blood Constitutes Personal Injury
                    
                    Hofverberg, Elin
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                    Switzerland: European Court of Human Rights Finds Swiss Police Guilty of Racial Profiling
                    
                    Gesley, Jenny
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Location

        
        
            Library of Congress

        
            101 Independence Ave, SE

        
            James Madison Building, LM 242

        
            Washington, DC 20540-3219

        
            View map External link

        
        

    
    

    
    
        Hours

        
        
            Public Hours

        
            Monday through Saturday

        
            8:30 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.

        
            Retrieval service ends at 4:00 p.m.

        
            Closed Sundays & Federal Holidays
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    The official blog of the Law Library of Congress
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    Visit the Law Library's subscribe page to stay connected.
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