
  

 

Special Alert: Some Dissertations on Microform will be Inaccessible as of
 
August 17, 2009 

Please Contact Us Before You Visit 

Reading Room Hours will not be affected: Monday, Wednesday, and Thursday 8:30 am - 9:30 pm 
Tuesday, Friday, and Saturday 8:30 am - 5:00 pm 

Over the next six months, due to a major construction project in the Jefferson Building South Stacks, entire decks 
of material will be inaccessible and unavailable for three to four weeks at a time. Collections on the affected decks 
will not be retrievable during that time. The deck housing recent dissertations (1997 - present) will be  under 
construction as of August 17, 2009. With one of the most comprehensive dissertation collections in the United 
States, the Library of Congress has more than 1,000,000 dissertations titles.  Dissertations prior to 1997 are not 
affected by the deck closing. 

Please send us a message via Ask a Librarian (http://www.loc.gov/rr/askalib/ask-main.html) or call the 
Microform Reading Room at 202-707-5471 before coming to the Library if you believe the dissertations you 
wish to use are affected. Staff of the Microform Reading Room will search the dissertations in ProQuest Digital 
Dissertations to determine if the dissertation is available electronically. 

The Library of Congress subscribes to ProQuest Digital Dissertations, an index of doctoral dissertations and 
master's theses, with coverage from 1861 to the present. Those published from 1980 to present include abstracts, 
and many of those published since the 1990's are available in full text (PDF digital format) along with 24 page 
previews. Full text dissertations may be downloaded to a flash drive or emailed to a user account (but be aware that 
restrictions on your email account or security precautions at your institution might prevent the document from 
reaching you after leaving the Library).  Abstracts were added in 1980, and beginning in 1997, the product provides 
full-text access and downloading capabilities. Due to the limitations of the Library's license to use this product, 
only researchers in one of the reading rooms at the Library of Congress are able to gain access electronically to 
full-text dissertations. Access to the full-text product requires a subscription and many larger academic libraries 
now subscribe to this service. 

Dissertations are indexed by Dissertation Abstracts, a monthly listing of primarily U.S. doctoral dissertations with a 
small representation of foreign institutions. The publisher of Dissertation Abstracts, ProQuest Information and 
Learning (formerly UMI), also publishes cumulative indexes by subject and author to aid in the identification of 
dissertations. Many large university libraries subscribe to Dissertation Abstracts, both in print and electronic 
formats. Researchers can search a limited version of the Dissertation Abstracts database from their homes or offices 
via Dissertation Express, which is available on ProQuest's website at: http://disexpress.umi.com/dxweb#. Once you 
have used Dissertation Abstracts to identify a dissertation you wish to read, you can request the dissertation on 
interlibrary loan through your local library. (Please be aware, however, that the Library of Congress, however, does 
not loan out its dissertations.) Or, you can purchase a copy of the dissertation via the Dissertation Express service. 
Prices for purchasing dissertations and assistance in finding a ProQuest account representative are both available on 
ProQuest's website at: http://www.umi.com/hp/Support/DServices/order/. 

Dissertation Abstracts references a number of Master theses; however, not all universities submit their Masters 
theses to UMI. As a general rule, the Library of Congress does not collect Masters theses. With few exceptions, the 
source for obtaining Masters theses is the library of the university granting the degree. 

Again, please contact us before you visit. We regret any inconvenience. 


