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Introduction

This is an annotated guide to moving image materials related to the life and works of William
Shakespeare in the collections of the Motion Picture, Broadcasting and Recorded Sound Division of the
Library of Congress. While the guide encompasses a wide variety of items spanning the history of film,
TV and video, it does not attempt to list every reference to Shakespeare or every quote from his plays
and sonnets which have over the years appeared in hundreds (if not thousands) of motion pictures and
TV shows. For titles with only a marginal connection to the Bard or one of his works, the decision what
to include and what to leave out was often difficult, even when based on their inclusion or omission from
other reference works on the subject (see below). For example, listing every film about ill-fated lovers
separated by feuding families or other outside forces, a narrative which can arguably always be traced
back to Romeo and Juliet, would be a massive undertaking on its own and as such is outside of the
present guide's scope and purpose. Consequently, if looking for a cinematic spin-off, derivative, plot
borrowing or a simple citation, and not finding it in the guide, users are advised to contact the Moving
Image Reference staff for additional information.

How to Use this Guide

Entries are grouped by titles of plays and listed chronologically within the group by release/broadcast
date. Credits given for each entry are as follows: main title, alternative title (incl. U.S. release title if
applicable), production company, distributor/broadcaster (if different from production company), release
year/broadcast date, series title (if not TV), U.S. release or broadcast information (for non-U.S.
productions), director ("dir"), writer ("wrt" or "adapt"), and cast ("with").

The holdings listed are access copies unless otherwise noted. The physical properties given are:
number of reels/tapes, tape format (if applicable), running time or (for silent films) length, sound/silent,
black & white/color, wide screen process (if applicable), film gauge or tape width, collection to which the
item belongs, and shelf location number(s). The abbreviations used are: "inc." = incomplete, "ft = feet,
"min" = minutes, "si" = silent, and "sd" = sound. An * before an individual copy indicates the material has
been digitized.

Information on a title's availability on home video is included following the annotation, with DVD as the
default value and VHS/laserdisc listed only if an item has never been released on DVD.



Note on Bibliographic Sources

Of the many books, periodicals and websites cited in the text, several have been particularly helpful in the
preparation of this guide:

Ball, Robert Hamilton, Shakespeare on Silent Film--A Strange, Eventful History (London: George Allen
and Unwin, 1968)

Bulman, J. C. and H. R. Coursen (eds), Shakespeare on Television--An Anthology of Essays and
Reviews (Hanover and London: University Press of New England, 1988)

Burt, Richard (ed), Shakespeares After Shakespeare--An Encyclopedia of the Bard in Mass Media and
Popular Culture. 2 vols. (Westport, Connecticut and London: Greenwood Press, 2007)

Rosenthal, Daniel, Shakespeare on Screen (London: Hamlyn, 2000)

Rothwell, Kenneth and Annabelle Henkin Meltzer, Shakespeare on Screen--An International Filmography
and Videography (London: Mansell, 1990)

Terris, Olwen, Eve-Marie Oesterlen and Luke McKernan (eds), Shakespeare on Film, Television and
Radio--The Researcher's Guide (London: British Universities Film & Video Council, 2009)

The International Database of Shakespeare on Film, Radio and Television (<
http://www.bufvc.ac.uk/Shakespeare >).

AcCcess

Moving image items in the Library's collections are not available for loan and can only be viewed on
Library premises by advance appointment. For futher details, please consult the viewing guidelines at <
http://www.loc.gov/rr/mopic/mpguide.html >.

Most titles listed below are protected by copyright and as such cannot be copied without a written
permission from the copyright holder(s). Films made before 1923 are free of copyright, but may be
restricted by the donor. For further information, please see < http://www.loc.gov/rr/mopic/copies.html >.



http://www.bufvc.ac.uk/Shakespeare
http://www.loc.gov/rr/mopic/mpguide.html
http://www.loc.gov/rr/mopic/copies.html

ANTONY AND CLEOPATRA

ANTONY AND CLEOPATRA [Excerpts] (Vitagraph, 1908). Dir Charles Kent. With Betty Kent (?)
(Cleopatra), Charles Chapman (?) (Antony), William Phillips (?) (Octavius).

33 ft, si, b&w, 35mm. Copyright Collection. FEC 5057
- sample frames from 13 scenes; third item on reel [VITAGRAPH PAPER PRINT FRAGMENTS. NO. 5];
originally released in 995 ft.

MARCANTONIO E CLEOPATRA; U.S. title: ANTONY AND CLEOPATRA (Cines, Italy, 1913).
Released in the U.S. in 1914 by George Kleine in 8 reels. Dir Enrico Guazzoni. Wrt Enrico Guazzoni.
With Giovanna Terribili Gonzales (Cleopatra), Amleto Novelli (Mark Antony), Ignazio Lupi (Octavius), Elsa
Lenard (Octavia), Matilde Di Marzio (Charmian).

6 reels of 6 on 2, 2230 ft, si, b&w, 16mm. George Kleine Collection. FLA 1990-1991.
- 1917 U.S. re-release version.

Notwithstanding the references to Shakespeare in both modern sources and advertisements
accompanying the film’s original release in the U.S. and U.K., the Cines production owes more to its other
two literary sources: Pietro Cossa’s dramatic poem “Cleopatra” and, in particular, Plutarch’s series of
biographies and character studies “Lives of the Noble Grecians and Romans.” Directed by Enrico
Guazzoni following the worldwide success of his epic Quo Vadis? (1913), the film was highly praised for
its lavish costumes, elaborate special effects, and massive sets, including a giant replica of Cleopatra's
barge "of sufficiently ample proportions to prevent its sinking under the weight of a Giovanna Terribili
Gonzales' well fed Cleopatra” (Kenneth S. Rothwell & Annabelle Henkin Melzer, Shakespeare on Screen,
p.2). (VHS - Facets)

WILL YOU STOP! (Educational Films Corp. of America/Twentieth Century-Fox, 1937). Dir William
Watson. Wrt Tim Ryan. With Ryan, Irene Noblette, Hugh Cameron, Ed Garvie, Eddie Parks.

1 reel of 1, 17 min, sd, b&w, 16mm. Zouary (Maurice) Collection. FSA 3692.
- TV reissue print.

A comedy short in which a New York writer and director (Ryan) is hired by the owner of a department
store to adapt Antony and Cleopatra for the annual employee show, with the owner's daughter (Noblette)
as Cleopatra. The show includes musical numbers, comedy interludes, and borrowings from Julius
Caesar.




CARRY ON CLEO (Adder Productions/Anglo-Amalgamated, U.K., 1964). Released in the U.S. in 1965
by Governor Films. Dir Gerald Thomas. Wrt Talbot Rothwell. With Sidney James (Mark Antony),
Kenneth Williams (Julius Caesar), Kenneth Connor (Hengist Pod), Charles Hawtrey (Seneca), Joan Sims
(Calpurnia), Jim Dale (Horsa), Amanda Barrie (Cleopatra).

10 reels of 10, ca. 92 min, sd, color, 35mm. Copyright Collection. CEA 0592-0601.
10 reels of 10 on 5, ca. 92 min, sd, color, 35mm. Copyright Collection. CGB 5023-5027.

A historical spoof in which two British slaves (Connor, Dale) foil Cleopatra and Mark Antony's plans to
overthrow Julius Caesar. Despite the on-screen credit "based on an idea by William Shakespeare," the
film was primarily conceived as a parody of big screen historical epics, in particular Twentieth
Century-Fox's Cleopatra (1963), the sets and costumes of which, abandoned at Pinewood Studios when
the Fox production moved to ltaly, were reused by the Carry On team.

ONE TO ONE. WILLIAM SHAKESPEARE--ANTONY AND CLEOPATRA (WETA-TV, 11/5/1968).

1 videoreel of 1, ca. 29 min, sd, b&w, 2 in. PBS Collection. VUA 9334 (currently inaccesible - requires
preservation).

Final episode of the 20-part public television series hosted by Astere E. Claeyssens, associate professor
of creative writing at George Washington University in Washington, D.C., and artistic consultant to the
APA-Phoenix Repertory Company in New York City. "Mr. Claeyssens has selected books which he
particularly enjoys because the private voice of the author comes through - one man's voice speaking to
the reader, one to one. The series includes readings of selected authors enhanced by the use of film
inserts, still photos, and shifting images projected on a rear screen” (Video Program Catalogue 1976/77,
The Public Television Library, p. 77). (VHS)

ANTONY AND CLEOPATRA (Realist Film Unit, U.K., 1971). Released in the U.S. in 1974 by
International Film Bureau as part of The Shakespeare Series. Dir Peter Seabourne. With Linda
Renwick (Cleopatra), Paul Chapman (Enobarbus), Colin Farrell (Clown), David Fennell (Maecenas),
Derrick Gilbert (Agrippa), Elizabeth Hall (Charmian), Susan Jameson (Iras).

1 reel of 1, 11 min, sd, color, 16mm. American Archive of the Factual Film Collection. AAFF 4-5403.
1 reel of 1, 11 min, sd, color, 16mm. MacDonald (J. Fred and Leslie W.) Collection. MCD T-8F.
- U.S. release print.

Two scenes from Antony and Cleopatra staged in Elizabethan style and serving as an introduction to the
play's theme and atmosphere: “Act Il Scene Il (Excerpt) Enobarbus describes his stay with Antony in
Egypt, including Cleopatra’s first appearance on her barge in the Nile, and predicts Antony will never be
able to leave Cleopatra. Act V Scene Il (Excerpt) Cleopatra, captured, speaks with the Clown who has
brought her a basket of figs, then kills herself with the asps hidden in the basket." (1974 Supplementary
Catalog, International Film Bureau, p. 12)




THE FEAST OF LANGUAGE. ANTONY AND CLEOPATRA (WGBH-TV, 1971).

1 videoreel of 1, ca. 30 min, sd, color, 2 in. PBS Collection. VUA 7746 (currently inaccessible -
requires preservation).

Program no. 7 in the series in which Brandeis University professor Alan Levitan interprets Shakespeare’s
works. “He discusses character development, and Shakespeare’s use of words to set the mood of the
play. Includes selected readings.” (WorldCat)

ANTONY AND CLEOPATRA (ATV Network/ITV, U.K., 7/8/1974). First U.S. broadcast: 1/4/1975, ABC
Theatre. Dir Jon Scoffield. With Richard Johnson (Antony), Janet Suzman (Cleopatra), Corin
Redgrave (Octavius Caesar), Patrick Stewart (Enobarbus), Rosemary McHale (Charmian), Constantin
De Goguel (Ventidius), Raymond Westwell (Lepidus).

4 videocassettes of 4, 160 min, color, sd, 3/4 in. Copyright Collection. VBI 4541-4544.

TV adaptation of the 1972 Royal Shakespeare Company production staged by Trevor Nunn. Presented
by ATV Network, one of Britain's oldest independent TV stations, the program has been praised for
setting "a standard for what televized Shakespeare should be" (Kenneth S. Rothwell & Annabelle Henkin
Melzer, Shakespeare on Screen, p. 29). Forits U.S. premiere, the broadcast was extended to over
three hours by commercial breaks. This prompted a flood of angry letters from viewers to The New York
Times critic John J. O'Connor, who, having seen a preview without the ads, praised the program as a
"marvelously imaginative interpretation, beautifully performed" (Jan. 19, 1975). As one irrate viewer
stated, "[...] | shall never buy a product | noticed advertised during this production. If | have beenin a
habit of buying such a product, | shall immediately change brands" (ibid.) (DVD)

ANTONY AND CLEOPATRA (Bard Productions, 1983). Dir Lawrence Carra. With Lynn Redgrave
(Cleopatra), Timothy Dalton (Antony), Nichelle Nichols (Charmian), John Carradine (Soothsayer), Barrie
Ingham (Enobarbus), Anthony Geary (Octavius Caesar), Walter Koenig (Pompey).

2 videocassettes of 2 (VHS), 183 min, color, sd, 1/2 in. Copyright Collection. VAC 4602-4603.

Filmed "as seen in the 16th century" (original container) on a replica of the Globe Theatre stage, this was
one of nine Shakespeare plays made by the California-based Bard Productions from 1981 to 1983 and
released directly to video. First televised on October 5, 1984, on the Bravo cable channel. (DVD)

AS YOU LIKE IT




AS YOU LIKE IT (Vitagraph, 1912). Dir Charles Kent. Adapt Margaret Birch. With Rose Coghlan
(Rosalind), Maurice Costello (Orlando), Rosemary Theby (Celia), Robert Gaillord (Oliver), Rose Tapley
(Phoebe).

3reelsof 3on2, 2588 ft, si, b&w, 35mm. Fisher-Bundesarchiv Collection. FGF 0996-0997.
- extensive nitrate deterioration in reel 3.

The film marked the first time Vitagraph extended the length of its Shakespeare releases to three reels
and imported a famous star of the theater to play the lead. Rose Coghlan, who appeared on stage as
Rosalind back in 1880, was by then 61 years old, and “no amount of make-up or corseting could hide the
lines in her face or the dumpiness of her figure” (Robert Hamilton Ball, Shakespeare on Silent Film, p.
144). Flatbush, NY, stands in for the Forest of Arden.

AS YOU LIKE IT (Interallied Film Producers/Twentieth Century-Fox, U.K., 1936). Released in the U.S.
in 1937. Dir Paul Czinner. Wrt J. M. Barrie, Robert Cullen. With Elisabeth Bergner (Rosalind),
Laurence Olivier (Orlando), Sophie Stewart (Celia), Henry Ainley (Exiled Duke), Mackenzie Ward
(Touchstone), Leon Quartermaine (Jacques), Felix Aylmer (Duke Frederick), Austin Trevor (Le Beau).

1 videodisc of 1 (DVD), 96 min, sd, b&w, 4 3/4 in. LC Gift Collection (from Cooper C. Graham). DVA
8082.

U.K'’s first feature-length Shakespeare sound film and Laurence Olivier’s first screen performance in a
Shakespeare play. (DVD)

THIS IS CHARLES LAUGHTON. AGES OF MAN (Paul Gregory & Associates/Syndicated, 1953).

1 reel of 1, 13 min, sd, b&w, 16mm. Copyright Collection. FAB 2604.

1 reel of 1, 13 min, sd, b&w, 16mm. AFI/Archer (Kate) Collection. FBC 8599.
1 reel of 1, 13 min, sd, b&w, 16mm. AFI/Archer (Kate) Collection. FBC 8600.
- all three copies are reissue prints.

Episode from the series of dramatic readings by Charles Laughton which marked the British actor's U.S.
TV debut (see also entry under Twelfth Night). Here, Laughton presents the "Seven Ages of Man"
soliloquy from As You Like It as an introduction to the reading of an excerpt ("So This Is Man") from
Thomas Wolfe's novel "You Can't Go Home Again." Reissued for educational use by Quality
Productions in 1977.

THE DANNY KAYE SHOW. NO. 117 [Segment: All the World's a Stage (Seven Ages of Man)] (Dena
Pictures/CBS, 2/1/1967). Dir Bill Foster. Wrt (segment) Billy Barnes. With (segment) Danny Kaye,
Tony Charmoli Dancers, Earl Brown Singers.

1 videocassette of 1, 51 min, sd, color, 3/4 in. Kaye (Danny)/Fine (Sylvia) Collection. VBM 8715.
1 reel of 1, ca. 55 min, sd, b&w, 16mm. Kaye (Danny)/Fine (Sylvia) Collection. FDB 0405.
1 reel of 1, ca. 53 min, sd, b&w, 16mm. Kaye (Danny)/Fine (Sylvia) Collection. FDB 0406.
1 reel of 1, ca. 48 min, sd, b&w, 16mm. Kaye (Danny)/Fine (Sylvia) Collection. FDB 0421.



- last segment on tape/reel; running time of segment: 11 min; 3/4 in. copy & FDB 0421 are syndicated
version; FDB 0405 & FDB 0406 include commercials.

Musical number based on the “Seven Ages of Man” soliloquy.

AS YOU LIKE IT--AN INTRODUCTION (Seabourne Enterprises - Anvil Films/Educational Foundation for
Visual Aids, U.K., 1969). Series: New Shakespeare. Released in the U.S. by Bailey-Film Associates.
Dir Peter Seabourne. Wrt Richard J. Need. With Jennie Goossens (Rosalind), Brian Spink (Orlando),
Delinda Kidd (Celia), Jack Gwillim (Duke Frederick), Alfred Burke (Jaques), Dudley Jones (Touchstone).

1 reel of 1, ca. 24 min, sd, color, 16mm. Prelinger Collection. (currently inaccessible).

Abbreviated version of the play in which "brief narrative bridges connect the performances of key scenes,
forming a compact and dramatic introduction to the play" (BFA 1984 Film/Video Catalog, p. 25).

Includes excerpts from Act | Scenes Il & Ill, Act Il Scenes |, IV & VII, Act lll Scene I, Act IV Scene lll, and
Act V Scene IV. (DVD - Phoenix Learning Group)

DIALOGUE OF THE WESTERN WORLD. AS YOU LIKE IT (Maryland Center for Public Broadcasting,
ca. 1970).

1 videoreel of 1, ca. 60 min, sd, color, 2in. PBS Collection. VUA 7256 (currently inaccessible -
requires preservation).

Episode from the series of one-hour literary discussion programs produced for Maryland public television.
No further information available.

THE FEAST OF LANGUAGE. AS YOU LIKE IT (WGBH-TV, 1971).

1 videoreel of 1, ca. 30 min, sd, color, 2in. PBS Collection. VUA 7752 (currently inaccessible -
requires preservation).

Program no. 4 in the series in which Brandeis University professor Alan Levitan interprets Shakespeare’s
works. “He discusses character development, and Shakespeare’s use of words to set the mood of the
play. Includes selected readings.” (WorldCat)

AS YOU LIKE IT (Sands Films/Squirrel Films, U.K., 1992). Dir Christine Edzard. With Cyril Cusack
(Adam), James Fox (Jacques), Don Henderson (Duke Frederick/Duke Senior), Miriam Margolyes
(Audrey), Emma Croft (Rosalind), Griff Rhys Jones (Touchstone), Andrew Tiernan (Orlando/Oliver), Celia
Bannerman (Celia), Tony Armatrading (Charles).

1 videocassette of 1 (VHS), ca. 117 min, sd, color, 1/2 in. Copyright Collection. VAC 2967.



An adaptation of the play set in modern-day London with an urban wasteland along the Thames standing
in for the Forest of Arden and a City office block for the Court of France. Never released in the U.S.

ONCE AND AGAIN. TOUGH LOVE (Bedford Falls Co., in association with Touchstone Television/ABC,
12/7/2001). Dir Jim Kramer. Wrt Maggie Friedman. With Sela Ward, Billy Campbell, Jeffrey Nordling,
Susanna Thompson, Shane West, Julia Whelan, Evan Rachel Wood, Eric Stoltz.

1 videocassette of 1 (Betacam SP), ca. 45 min, sd, color, 1/2 in. Copyright Collection. VXC 4012.

An episode from the third and final season of the TV drama series set in Deerfield, lllinois, and centering
on the romantic relationship between a single mother (Ward) and a single father (Campbell) and its
repercussions on their respective children and ex-spouses. In Tough Love, two of the children, Grace
(Whelan) and Jessie (Wood), are appearing in their high-school's modern-dress production of As You
Like It, Grace as Rosalind and Jessie as Phebe. Fragments from several of the play's scenes are seen
throughout the episode.

THE COMEDY OF ERRORS

THE BOYS FROM SYRACUSE (Mayfair Productions/Universal, 1940). Dir A. Edward Sutherland. Wrt
Leonard Spigelgass, Charles Grayson, Paul Gerard Smith, based on the musical of the same name, book
by George Abbott, music by Richard Rodgers, lyrics by Lorenz Hart. With Allan Jones (Antipholus of
Ephesus/Antipholus of Syracuse), Martha Raye (Luce), Joe Penner (Dromio of Ephesus/Dromio of
Syracuse), Rosemary Lane (Phyllis), Charles Butterworth (Duke), Irene Hervey (Adriana).

8 reels of 8, ca. 73 min, sd, b&w, 35mm (fine grain master). AFIl/Universal Collection. FPB 6626-6633
(currently inaccessible - requires preservation).

Film version of the Broadway musical based on The Comedy of Errors. Retains the setting and the plot
from the play, but uses modern-day language and music.

KRAFT TELEVISION THEATRE. THE COMEDY OF ERRORS (NBC, 12/7/1949). Dir Stanley Quinn.
With Stewart Bradley (Antipholus of Syracuse), Harry Townes (Dromio of Syracuse), James Daly
(Antipholus of Ephesus), Kurt Richards (Dromio of Ephesus), Flora Campbell (Adriana), Neva Patterson
(Luciana).

1 videocassette of 1, 60 min, sd, b&w, 3/4 in. NBC TV Collection. VBS 2451.

Shakespeare’s 5-act play condensed into 3 acts. Egeon’s speech in the play’s opening scene,
explaining how the two sets of twins were separated at an early age, is replaced by a brief exposition
illustrated with cartoon-like drawings and narrated by the show’s host Ed Herlihy. Cast includes Eileen
Heckart (as the Courtesan) in what may have been her first TV appearance.



FESTIVAL. THE COMEDY OF ERRORS (BBC, U.K., 1/1/1964). First U.S. broadcast: 1/13/1967, NET
Playhouse. Dir Peter Duguid. With lan Richardson (Antipholus of Ephesus), Alec McCowen
(Antipholus of Syracuse), Clifford Rose (Dromio of Ephesus), Barry MacGregor (Dromio of Syracuse),
Diana Rigg (Adriana), Janet Suzman (Luciana).

2 videocassettes of 2, 93 min, sd, b&w, 3/4 in. PBS Collection. VBN 6578-6579.

Originally broadcast in the U.K. as part of the celebration of the 400th anniversary of Shakespeare's birth,
this was the first production of the Royal Shakespeare Company televised directly from its London
headquarters at the Aldwych Theatre before a live audience. Staged by Clifford Williams.

THE COMEDY OF ERRORS (ATV Network/ITV, U.K., 18/4/1978). Dir Philip Casson. With Mike
Gwilym (Antipholus of Ephesus), Roger Rees (Antipholus of Syracuse), Nickolas Grace (Dromio of
Ephesus), Michael Williams (Dromio of Syracuse), Judi Dench (Adriana), Francesca Annis (Luciana).

1 videoreel of 1, ca. 130 min, sd, color, 1 in. Copyright Collection. VTA 7670 (currently inaccessible -
requires preservation).

A re-staging for TV of Trevor Nunn’s 1976 Royal Shakespeare Company production, winner of the
Society of West End Theaters’ award for best musical. “Blends slapstick, song and dance to exhuberant
effect and popular acclaim” (BUFVC Shakespeare database).

LOS GEMELOS ALBOROTADOS (Producciones Aguila, Mexico, 1981). Dir & Wrt Mario Hernandez.
With Antonio Aguilar, Ernesto Gémez Cruz, Lucila Mariscal, Isabela Corona, Luis Manuel Pelayo, Jorge
Patifio, Raul Martinez.

1 videocassette of 1 (VHS), 85 min, sd, color, 1/2 in. Copyright Collection. VAG 1724.
- in Spanish (no subtitles).

An adaptation of the play in the "ranchera" genre, the Mexican variant of the "singing cowboy" film. Set
in present-day rural Mexico, the comedy features popular singer, composer and actor Antonio Aguilar

(1919-2007), who in addition to playing both brothers (one wearing a white, the other a black sombrero),
also produced the film and collaborated on its screenplay. Not released theatrically in the U.S. (VHS)

MUSICAL COMEDY TONIGHT IIl [Segment: The Boys from Syracuse] (Dena Pictures, in association
with KCET-TV/PBS, 11/22/1985). Dir Stan Harris. Wrt Sylvia Fine Kaye. With (segment): Roberta
Peters (Adriana), Dick Van Dyke (Antipholus of Syracuse), Donna McKechnie (Luciana), Kaye Ballard
(Luce).

2 videocassettes of 2, ca. 90 min, sd, color, 3/4 in. LC Off-Air Taping Collection. VBD 7101-7102.

2 videocassettes of 2, 85 min, sd, color, 3/4 in. Kaye (Danny)/Fine (Sylvia) Collection. VBQ
7128-7129.



- segment is on tape 2.

The third program celebrating American musical comedy created, produced and hosted by Sylvia Fine
Kaye combines performances of individual numbers with descriptions of the shows' genesis and
innovations. Includes a profile of "The Boys from Syracuse" (Broadway musical based on The Comedy
of Errors), consisting of an interview with Eddie Albert, the star of the original stage production of the
show, and three numbers, "Falling in Love" (Peters), "This Can't Be Love" (Van Dyke, McKechnie), and
"Sing for Your Supper" (Peters, McKechnie, Ballard). Recorded before a live audience at the Wilshire
Ebell Theatre, Los Angeles.

LIVE FROM LINCOLN CENTER. WILLIAM SHAKESPEARE'S THE COMEDY OF ERRORS (Lincoln
Center for the Performing Arts/PBS, 6/24/1987). Dir Kirk Browning. With Paul Magid (Antipholus of
Syracuse), Howard Jay Patterson (Antipholus of Ephesus), Sam Williams (Dromio of Syracuse), Randy
Nelson (Dromio of Ephesus), Gina Leishman (Luciana), Sophie Hayden (Adriana), Timothy Daniel Furst
(William Shakespeare).

*3 videocassettes of 3, ca. 150 min, sd, color, 3/4 in. LC Off-Air Taping Collection. VBE 8091-8093.

Broadcast live from the Lincoln Center Theater at the Vivian Beaumont, this production, directed by
Robert Woodruff, was originally staged at The Goodman Theater in Chicago in 1983 and the Los Angeles
Olympic Arts Festival in 1984. The zany, circus-like performance, albeit one which for the most part
preserves Shakespeare's language, features members of the juggling and comedy troupes The Flying
Karamazov Brothers and Vaudeville Nouveau, The Kamikaze Ground Crew orchestra, and juggler and
mime artist Avner the Eccentric.

CORIOLANUS

THE SOUTH BANK SHOW. IAN McKELLEN--DIARY OF A YEAR (London Weekend Television/ITV,
U.K., 10/20/1985). Dir Kim Evans.

1 videocassette of 1, 54 min, sd, color, 3/4 in. LC Purchase Collection (from LWT). VBH 0456.

An audiovisual diary of a year in the life of lan McKellen, from June 1984 to early August 1985, during
which he was involved in the production of three plays at the National Theatre, including Shakespeare's
Coriolanus. He talks about his approach to the role and is seen in rehearsals with director Peter Hall
and working on fight scenes with actor Greg Hicks (as Tullus Aufidius). There are also numerous
backstage scenes, brief glimpses of performances of the play, and footage of McKellen receiving the
London Evening Standard Drama Award.



HAMLET

ONE NIGHT ONLY (Bulls-Eye Film Corp./State Rights, 1919). Dir & Wrt Charles Parrott. With Leo
White, Monte Banks, Charles Dorety, Harry Mann, Beatrice Lovejoy, James Parrott.

1 reel of 2 (r1)(inc.), 676 ft, si, b&w, 35mm. AFI/Nichol (Donald) Collection. FEA 3732.

Comedy short about a down-and-out group of traveling players hired to stage Hamlet in a small-town
theater. The actual performance of the play is in the second reel, which is missing from LC’s copy.

A SAGEBRUSH HAMLET (Jesse D. Hampton Productions/Robertson-Cole. Co. through Exhibitors
Mutual Distributing Corp., 1919). Dir Joseph J. Franz. Story George Elwood Jenks. With William
Desmond, Marguerite De La Motte, Florence Gibson, Edward Piel, Frank Lanning.

5reels of 5 (inc.), 3469 ft, si, b&w, 35mm. Public Archives of Canada/Dawson City Collection. FEB
7236-7240.
- some intertitles and parts of picture lacking; heavy nitrate deterioration printed through.

A western which bears only a marginal relation to the play in that the main character, a rancher, carries
the memory of his father's murder and lives to avenge the crime.

EDGAR HAMLET (RKO, 1935). Dir Arthur Ripley. Wrt Stuart McGowan. With Edgar Kennedy,
Florence Lake, Dot Farley, Jack Rice.

2 reels of 2, ca. 22 min, sd, b&w, 35mm (composite master positive). AFI/RKO Collection. FPD
3371-3372 (currently inaccessible - requires preservation).

A comedy short in which a husband (Kennedy) argues with his mother-in-law (Farley) over the precise
content of Hamlet's "To be or not to be" soliloquy. (VHS - on Edgar Kennedy--Volume 1 from The New
York Film Annex, RKO Comedy Collection. Edgar Kennedy--Volume 1 from Encore Home Video, and

Edgar Kennedy Slow Burn Festival from Video Yesteryear)

TO BE OR NOT TO BE (Romaine Film Corp./United Artists, 1942). Dir Ernst Lubitsch. Wrt Edwin
Justus Mayer, from an original story by Lubitsch and Melchior Lengyel. With Carole Lombard, Jack
Benny, Robert Stack, Felix Bressart, Lionel Atwill, Stanley Ridges, Sig Ruman.

10 reels of 10 on 5, ca. 99 min, sd, b&w, 35mm. AFI| Theatre Collection. FGF 2248-2252.

A comedy set in Nazi-occupied Warsaw where a theater company headed by a limelight-seeking
Shakespearean actor (Benny) and his wife (Lombard) tries to thwart the German plan to destroy the local
resistance network. The company is performing Hamlet, and the film’s title refers to a joke built around a
member of the audience walking out at the beginning of the famous soliloquy. Also includes a portion of
Shylock’s speech from The Merchant of Venice. (DVD)




STRANGE ILLUSION (PRC, 1945). Dir Edgar G. Ulmer. Wrt Adele Comandini, from an original story
by Fritz Rotter. With James Lydon, Warren William, Sally Eilers, Regis Toomey, Charles Arnt.

9 reels of 9 on 5, ca. 90 min, sd, b&w, 35mm. AFI|/Tayler (Dorothy M.) Collection. FGE 5140-5144

A college student receives a letter from his deceased father instructing him to guard his young and naive
mother from unscrupulous men. A Hamlet-inspired urban crime thriller with King Claudius reincarnated
as a murderer and child molester posing as a businessman. (DVD)

HAMLET (Two Cities Films/General Film Distributors, U.K., 1948). Released in the U.S. by
Universal-International. Dir Laurence Olivier. Adapt Alan Dent. With Olivier (Hamlet), Eileen Herlie
(Queen Gertrude), Basil Sydney (King Claudius), Jean Simmons (Ophelia), Norman Wooland (Horatio),
Felix Aylmer (Polonius).

2 videodiscs of 2 (laser), ca. 153 min, sd, b&w, 12 in. LC Purchase Collection. DAA 1094.
2 videodiscs of 2 (laser), ca. 153 min, sd, b&w, 12 in. LC Purchase Collection. DAA 3097.
18 reels of 18 on 4, ca. 153 min, sd, b&w, 16mm. Copyright Collection. FCA 2738-2741.
18 reels of 18 on 4, ca. 153 min, sd, b&w, 16mm. Copyright Collection. FCA 4245-4248.
18 reels of 18 on 9, ca. 153 min, sd, b&w, 35mm. Copyright Collection. FGC 1197-1205.
- FCA 2738-2741: reels 3 & 4 out of sequence.

Olivier’s version of Hamlet (he first played the role on stage in 1937 at the Old Vic) is probably the
best-known screen adaptation of Shakespeare’s work. Winner of the 1948 Academy Awards for Best
Motion Picture (first non-U.S. film to win the Best Picture award), Best Actor (Olivier), Black & White Art
Direction (Roger Furse & Carmen Dillon), and Black & White Costume Design (Furse). (DVD)

HALLMARK HALL OF FAME. HAMLET (NBC, 4/26/1953). Dir Albert McCleery. Adapt Mildred Freed
Alberg, Tom Hughes Sand. With Maurice Evans (Hamlet), Ruth Chatterton (Queen Gertrude), Joseph
Schildkraut (King Claudius), Sarah Churchill (Ophelia), Barry Jones (Polonius).

*2 videocassettes of 2, 120 min, sd, b&w, 3/4 in. NBC TV Collection. VBM 4314-4315.
*2 reels of 2, ca. 120 min, sd, b&w, 16mm. Pattison (Barrie) Collection. FDB 2203-2204

A landmark production, NBC's Hamlet was at the time the longest drama ever presented on American TV
and the first TV adaptation of Shakespeare to feature Maurice Evans. Appearing on Broadway in
Romeo and Juliet (1936), Richard 1l (1937), Hamlet (1938) Henry 1V, Part | (1939), Twelfth Night (1940)
and Macbeth (1941), the English-born actor became one of the world's best known interpreters of
Shakespeare. A U.S. citizen from 1941, Evans toured the Pacific during World War Il with the shortened
"G.L." version of Hamlet, later staged on Broadway by George Schaefer. Supervised by Schaefer
himself, the Hallmark telecast was unveiled on NBC on April 26, the date of William Shakespeare’s
baptism in 1564.




OMNIBUS. lll, VOL. 16 [Segment: Shakespeare's "Hamlet"] (TV-Radio Workshop of the Ford
Foundation/CBS, 1/30/1955). Dir (segment) Seymour Robbie. Staged by (segment) Elliot Silverstein.
Host Alistair Cooke. With (segment) Douglas Campbell, Ann Casson, William Needles, William Hutt,
Tony Van Bridge.

*2 videocassettes of 2, 90 min, sd, b&w, 3/4 in. Wesleyan University Collection. VBD 7056-7057.
*2 videocassettes of 2, 90 min, sd, b&w, 3/4 in. Wesleyan University Collection. VBD 7058-7059.
- final segment in program (begins at 44:15 of tape 1); running time of segment: 42 min.

Walter Kerr, drama critic of The New York Herald Tribune, discusses how the character of Hamlet has
changed to reflect the sentiments and tastes of the 20th century, including Chekhovian and Freudian
influences. Scenes from the play are performed by Canadian actors affiliated with the Stratford Ontario
Festival.

THE NEW ADVENTURES OF CHARLIE CHAN. HAMLET IN FLAMES (Television Programs of America,
in association with Incorporated Television Programme Co./Syndicated, 1957). Dir Don Chaffey. Wrt
Robert Leslie Bellem (teleplay), Herb Purdum (original story), based on the characters created by Earl
Derr Biggers. With J. Carrol Naish, James Hong, Walter Gotell, Carl Jaffe, Paul Hardtmuth, Raymond
Huntley.

1 reel of 1, 27 min, sd, b&w, 16mm. Copyright Collection. FBC 2600.

Episode from the single-season TV series featuring the exploits of Chinese-American private eye Charlie
Chan (Naish). During World War Il, an officer of the SS (Huntley) extorts a First Folio edition of
Shakespeare’s Hamlet from a French prisoner, who is then executed. Many years later, when he tries to
sell the book, the German is murdered and the shop handling the sale is set on fire. (DVD - on The New
Adventures of Charlie Chan--Vol. 4 from A & A Media)

THE DUPONT SHOW OF THE MONTH. HAMLET (CBS, 2/24/1959). Dir & Adapt Ralph Nelson. With
John Neville (Hamlet), Barbara Jefford (Ophelia), Oliver Neville (Claudius), Margaret Courtenay
(Gertrude), Joseph O'Conor (Polonius), John Humphrey (Laertes).

3 reels of 3, ca. 90 min, sd, b&w, 16mm. (collection undetermined). FCA 0552-0554.

TV adaptation of the touring Old Vic Company's Hamlet staged by Michael Benthall. The broadcast was
introduced by Fredric March.

HAMLET. PART 1--THE AGE OF ELIZABETH (Encyclopaedia Britannica Educational Corp., with The
Massachusetts Council for the Humanities, 1959). Dir John Barnes, Douglas Campbell. Wrt Maynard
Mack. With Peter Donat (Hamlet), Tony Van Bridge (Ghost).

1 reel of 1, ca. 30 min, sd, color, 16mm. American Archive of the Factual Film Collection. AAFF
12-4820.
1 reel of 1, ca. 30 min, sd, color, 16mm. Prelinger Collection. (currently inaccessible).



HAMLET. PART 2--WHAT HAPPENS IN HAMLET? (Encyclopaedia Britannica Educational Corp., with
The Massachusetts Council for the Humanities, 1959). Dir John Barnes, Douglas Campbell. Wrt
Maynard Mack. With Peter Donat (Hamlet), Max Helpmann (Claudius), Charmion King (Gertrude),
Frank Peddie (Polonius), John Gardiner (Laertes), Tony Van Bridge (Ghost), William Needles (Horatio).

1 reel of 1, ca. 30 min, sd, color, 16mm. American Archive of the Factual Film Collection. AAFF
12-4836.
1 reel of 1, ca. 30 min, sd, color, 16mm. Prelinger Collection. (currently inaccessible).

HAMLET. PART 3--THE POISONED KINGDOM (Encyclopaedia Britannica Educational Corp., with The
Massachusetts Council for the Humanities, 1959). Dir John Barnes, Douglas Campbell. Wrt Maynard
Mack. With Peter Donat (Hamlet), Max Helpmann (Claudius), Charmion King (Gertrude), Frank Peddie
(Polonius), Tony Van Bridge (Ghost), William Needles (Horatio).

1 reel of 1, ca. 30 min, sd, color, 16mm. American Archive of the Factual Film Collection. AAFF
12-4830.
1 reel of 1, ca. 30 min, sd, color, 16mm. Prelinger Collection. (currently inaccessible).

HAMLET. PART 4--THE READINESS IS ALL (Encyclopaedia Britannica Educational Corp., with The
Massachusetts Council for the Humanities, 1959). Dir John Barnes, Douglas Campbell. Wrt Maynard
Mack. With Peter Donat (Hamlet), Max Helpmann (Claudius), Charmion King (Getrude), Frank Peddie
(Polonius), John Gardiner (Laertes), Tony Van Bridge (Ghost), William Needles (Horatio).

1 reel of 1, ca. 30 min, sd, color, 16mm. American Archive of the Factual Film Collection. AAFF
12-4837.
1 reel of 1, ca. 30 min, sd, color, 16mm. Prelinger Collection. (currently inaccessible).

Series made for educational use featuring prof. Maynard Mack of Yale University. In Part 1, Mack
discusses the social structures, customs, and audiences of the Elizabethan age. Part 2 looks at the
play's three movements: the ghost story, the detective story and the revenge story. Part 3 explores
Hamlet's theme of "poison," both literally and figuratively, and Part 4 analyzes the title character and his
progress towards maturity. Scenes from the play are performed by actors from Canada's Stratford
Festival. (DVD - Encyclopaedia Britannica)

PONTIAC STAR PARADE. VICTOR BORGE'S COPENHAGEN [Segment: Hamlet] (Danica
Enterprises/NBC, 10/16/1959). Dir John Goetz. Wrt Bill Jacobson. With (segment) Clinton Greyn
(Hamlet), Betty Marsden (Gertrude), Victor Borge (Ghost).

2 reels of 2, ca. 60 min, sd, b&w, 16mm (kinescope negatives). NBC TV Collection. FSA 9071-9072
(picture neg) & FSA 9073-9074 (track neg) (currently inaccessible - requires preservation).
- running time of segment: 10 min.

A visit to Elsinore castle inspires a comedy version of Hamlet. From a TV special in which pianist and
entertainer Victor Borge takes the viewers on a trip to his native Copenhagen.

WARUI YATSU HODO YOKU NEMURU; U.S. title: THE BAD SLEEP WELL (Kurosawa Production Co.
- Toho/Toho, Japan, 1960). Released in the U.S. in 1963 by Toho International. Dir Akira Kurosawa.



Wrt Hideo Oguni, Eijiro Hisaita, Kurosawa, Shinobu Hashimoto. With Toshiro Mifune, Masayuki Mori,
Kyoko Kagawa, Tatsuya Mihashi, Takashi Shimura.

3 videocassettes of 3, ca. 148 min, sd, b&w, 3/4 in. Copyright Collection. VBF 4294-4296.
- in Japanese (no subtitles); letterboxed.

A Hamlet-inspired drama set in the corporate world of modern Japan. A secretary (Mifune) to the vice
president (Mori) of a government housing company marries the latter's daughter (Kagawa) as part of a
plot to avenge the death of his father, a company man who had been driven to suicide five years earlier.
Less indebted to Shakespeare than Kurosawa's Throne of Blood and Ran (see below). (DVD)

HAMLET (Associated-Rediffusion/ITV, U.K., 10/26/1961 to 12/1/1961). First U.S. broadcast:
10/19/1962, WNDT, New York City (NET), Festival of the Arts. Dir Tania Lieven. With Barry Foster
(Hamlet), Sydney Tafler (Claudius), Patricia Jessel (Gertrude), David Sumner (Laertes), Neville Jason
(Horatio), Michael Aldridge (Polonius), Jennifer Daniel (Ophelia).

3 reels of 3, ca. 128 min, sd, b&w, 16mm (kinescope positive). PBS Collection. FUA 1516-1518
(currently inaccessible - requires preservation)

TV adaptation produced for schools and broadcast in the U.K. in five weekly episodes (25 min. each).
Televised in the U.S. as a single prime-time program.

THE DANNY KAYE SHOW. NO. 2 [Segment: To Be or Not to Be (Hamlet Revue)] (Dena
Pictures/CBS, 10/2/1963). Dir Robert Scheerer. Wrt Herbert Baker, Mel Tolkin, Sheldon Keller, Saul
llson, Ernest Chambers, Larry Gelbart. With (segment) Danny Kaye, José Ferrer.

1 videocassette of 1, 50 min, sd, b&w, 3/4 in. Kaye (Danny)/Fine (Sylvia) Collection. VBM 3393.

2 reels of 2, ca. 59 min, sd, b&w, 16mm. Kaye (Danny)/Fine (Sylvia) Collection. FBC 5343-5344.

2 reels of 2, ca. 59 min, sd, b&w, 16mm. Kaye (Danny)/Fine (Sylvia) Collection. FCB 3591-3592.

- segment begins at 21:15 of tape; running time of segment: 6 min; 3/4 in. copy is syndicated version;
16mm copies include commercials.

Song-and-dance numbers with Ferrer as Hamlet and Ferrer and Kaye as Rosencrantz and Guildenstern.
Lyrics incorporate references to other Shakespeare plays, and the three witches from Macbeth make a
brief appearance as a female chorus between the two acts.

OPHELIA (Boréal Film/Lux, France, 1963). Released in the U.S. in 1964 by Trans-Lux Distributing Corp.
Dir Claude Chabrol. Wrt Chabrol, Martial Matthieu (=Paul Gégauff). With Alida Valli, Claude Cerval,
André Jocelyn, Juliette Mayniel, Robert Burnier.

1 videocassette of 1 (VHS) (PAL), ca. 101 min, sd, b&w, 1/2 in. Copyright Collection. VAF 9303.
- in French (no subtitles).

A modern-day version of the play set among the haute-bourgeoisie in rural France. The main
protagonist (Jocelyn) becomes aware of the similarities between Hamlet and his own situation while



watching Laurence Olivier's film in the local cinema. Instead of a play, he decides to make a short film
about a couple of lovers who poison the unsuspecting husband.

GAMLET. U.S. title: HAMLET (Lenfilm, U.S.S.R., 1964). Released in the U.S. in 1966 by Lopert
Pictures. Dir & Wrt Grigori Kozintsev. With Innokenti Smoktunovsky (Hamlet), Mikhail Nazvanov (The
King), Elsa Radzin (The Queen), Yuri Tolubeyev (Polonius), Anastasia Vertinskaya (Ophelia), Vladimir
Erenberg (Horatio). Sovscope.

1 videocassette of 1 (VHS), ca. 140 min, sd, b&w, 1/2 in. Copyright Collection. VAJ 6788.
- in Russian (no subtitles); pan & scan copy.

Dressed in 16th century costumes and filmed along the Estonian seacoast, this screen version uses the
Russian translation of the play by novelist Boris Pasternak. Music by Dmitri Shostakovich. For director
Kozintsev's insights into Shakespeare and the film, see his “Shakespeare: Time and Conscience” (New
York: Hill and Wang, 1966). (DVD)

HAMILE (Ghana Film Industry Corp., Ghana, 1964). Dir Terry Bishop. Adapt Joe de Graft. With Kofi
Middleton-Mends (Hamile/Hamlet), Joe Akonor (King/Claudius), Frances Sey (Queen/Gertrude), Ernest
Abbeyquaye (lbrahim/Polonius), Mary Yirenkyi (Habiba/Ophelia), Kofi Yirenkyi (Laitu/Laertes), Martin
Owusu (Karim/Horatio).

*2 videocassettes of 2 (Digital Betacam), 120 min, sd, b&w, 1/2 in. PBS Collection. VBU 6816-6817.

Film version of the stage production by the Institute of African Studies at the University of Ghana. Setin
the town of Tongo, among the Frafra people of northern Ghana, the adaptation for the most part retains
the English text, but conforms the props, costumes, geographical locations, and certain gestures and
action to the local setting. Cast was selected from students completing a 3-year course in drama and
theater studies. Never released theatrically in the U.S. Broadcast on NET in January 1970.

HAMLET (Electronovision Productions, in association with American Broadcasting-Paramount
Theaters/Warner Bros., 1964). Dir Bill Colleran. With Richard Burton (Hamlet), Alfred Drake (Claudius),
Hume Cronyn (Polonius), Robert Milli (Horatio), John Cullum (Laertes), Eileen Herlie (Gertrude), Linda
Marsh (Ophelia).

4 videocassettes of 4, ca. 186 min, sd, b&w, 3/4 in. Copyright Collection. VBB 3333-3336.
22 reels of 22 on 11, ca. 186 min, sd, b&w, 35mm. Copyright Collection. FGE 2099-2109.

A recording of the 1964 Broadway production staged by John Gielgud in modern dress with props but no
sets. The film was made from recordings of three regular performances on 6/30 (evening) and 7/1/1964
(matinee & evening) at the Lunt-Fontanne Theatre. Five electronic cameras were used and their
positions switched at each performance so that the edited "theatrofilm" could combine 15 viewpoints.
The film was exhibited nationally for only two days in September 1964. (DVD)



ENTER HAMLET (Film Dept. of the School of Visual Arts/Janus Films, 1965). Dir Fred Mogubgub.
Voice Maurice Evans.

1 reel of 1, 4 min, sd, color, 16mm. Public Library of Cincinnati and Hamilton County Collection. FAC
3274.

A pop-art interpretation of the "To be or not to be" soliloquy in which every word is illustrated by a different
drawing. (VHS - on compilation The Janus Collection of Classic Shorts, Vol. 2)

GILLIGAN'S ISLAND. THE PRODUCER (Gladasya - United Artists TV/CBS, 10/3/1966). Dir Ida Lupino,
George M. Cahan. Wrt Gerald Gardner, Dee Caruso. With Bob Denver, Alan Hale, Jim Backus,
Natalie Schafer, Tina Louise, Russell Johnson, Dawn Wells, Phil Silvers.

1 reel of 1, 24 min, sd, color, 16mm. Copyright Collection. FCA 8433.

Episode from the 3rd and final season of the popular comedy series centered around seven characters
stranded on a deserted island somewhere in the Pacific. When Hollywood producer Harold Hecuba
(Silvers) crash-lands on the island, the castaways stage a musical version of Hamlet with lyrics set to the
music of Georges Bizet's “Carmen.” (DVD - on Gilligan's Island--The Complete Third Season)

STAR TREK. THE CONSCIENCE OF THE KING (Desilu Productions, in association with Norway
Corp./NBC, 12/8/1966). Dir Gerd Oswald. Wrt Barry Trivers. With William Shatner, Leonard Nimoy,
DeForest Kelley, Nichelle Nichols, Arnold Moss, Barbara Anderson.

1 reel of 1, ca. 51 min, sd, color, 16mm. Copyright Collection. FDA 6035.

Episode from the first season of the phenomenally successful (albeit only after its initial run) sci-fi TV
series. Set in the 23rd century, it follows the adventures of the crew of Starship Enterprise, under the
command of Capt. James T. Kirk (Shatner), as it goes about exploring the universe on behalf of the
United Federation of Planets. In The Conscience of the King, which borrows its title ("The play's the
thing / Wherein I'll catch the conscience of the king") and some of the plot elements from Hamlet, Capt.
Kirk tries to determine if the head (Moss) of a traveling theatrical troupe is the same man who as
governor of planet Tarsus IV twenty years earlier ordered the execution of half of its population, including
some of Kirk's own family. The episode opens with the players performing Macbeth and ends with a
staging of Hamlet. (DVD - on Star Trek The Original Series--The Complete First Season)

HAMLET (Woodfall Films/Columbia, U.K., 1969). Dir Tony Richardson. With Nicol Williamson
(Hamlet), Anthony Hopkins (Claudius), Judy Parfitt (Gertrude), Mark Dignam (Polonius), Marianne
Faithfull (Ophelia), Michael Pennington (Laertes).

12 reels of 12 on 6, ca. 114 min, sd, color, 35mm. Copyright Collection. FGC 3986-3991.
The film originated as a highly acclaimed stage production at London's Roundhouse, which had been

built as a locomotive engine repair shop and then used as a gin warehouse before becoming a
performing arts venue in 1964. Tony Richardson, who also directed the play, shot the film in ten days at



the Roundhouse itself, relying on spare production design, sustained close-ups, and several actors
reappearing in two or three minor roles (e.g. Roger Livesey, the star of The Life and Death of Colonel
Blimp, as both Lucianus and the Gravedigger). 17-year-old Anjelica Huston is a lady-in-waiting in the
scenes of Ophelia's lament for Polonius and Gertrude’s death. (VHS)

HALLMARK HALL OF FAME. HAMLET (Chamberlain-LeMaire, in association with ATV Network and
Universal Television/NBC, 11/17/1970). Dir Peter Wood. Adapt John Barton. With Richard
Chamberlain (Hamlet), Michael Redgrave (Polonius), Margaret Leighton (Gertrude), Richard Johnson
(Claudius), John Gielgud (The Ghost), Ciaran Madden (Ophelia), Nicholas Jones (Laertes), Martin Shaw
(Horatio).

*2 videocassettes of 2, ca. 120 min, sd, b&w, 3/4 in. Hallmark Collection. VBA 8448-8449.
- originally broadcast in color.

When he appeared as Hamlet with the Birmingham Repertory Theatre in 1969, Richard Chamberlain
became the first American to play the role in England since John Barrymore forty years earlier. In 1970,
he joined forces with George LeMaire to produce a TV adaptation of the play. Costumed in the Regency
period (early 1800's) and filmed at the 14th century Raby Castle in County Durham, U.K., the program
opened the 20th season of the Hallmark Hall of Fame series.

THE NAME OF THE GAME. THE KING OF DENMARK (Universal/NBC, 2/20/1970). Dir Leo Penn.
Wrt Anthony Skene. With Tony Franciosa, Susan Saint James, Joseph Cotten, Noel Harrison, Louise
Latham, Charles McGraw, Margaret Leighton.

2 reels of 2, 77 min, sd, color, 16mm. Copyright Collection. FDA 1570-1571.

Episode from the second season of the ambitious TV series, boasting an innovative 90-minute format,
uncommonly high production values, and three stars, Tony Franciosa, Robert Stack, and Gene Barry,
rotating in the lead every third week. The setting is a Los Angeles publishing house, with Barry as the
owner, and Franciosa and Stack as reporters for People and Crime magazines respectively. In the
small town of lllyria, in present-day Virginia, an eccentric Shakespearean scholar (Cotten) commits a
series of murders to prevent others from discovering the manuscript of the first draft of Hamlet (titled "The
King of Denmark"), found among the papers of his wife's family, which supposedly hosted the Bard during
his sojourn in Virginia in 1590.

HAMLET--AN INTRODUCTION; U.S. title (BFA release): HAMLET--ACT Ill SCENE I; U.S. title (IFB
release): HAMLET (Seabourne Enterprises - Anvil Films/Educational Foundation for Visual Aids, U.K.,
1971). Series: New Shakespeare. Released in the U.S. in 1971 by BFA Educational Media as part of
series Great Scenes from Shakespeare, and in 1974 by International Film Bureau as part of The
Shakespeare Series. Dir & Wrt Peter Seabourne. With Michael Pennington (Hamlet), Natasha Pyne
(Ophelia), David Suchet (Horatio), William Russell (Marcellus), Roy Marsden (Ghost), George
Woodbridge (Gravedigger).

1 reel of 1, ca. 8 min, sd, color, 16mm. American Archive of the Factual Film Collection. AAFF 4-6596.
1 reel of 1, 10 min, sd, color, 16mm. American Archive of the Factual Film Collection. AAFF 4-6120.



1 reel of 1, ca. 10 min, sd, color, 16mm. MacDonald (J. Fred and Leslie W.) Collection. JFM 3232.
- AAFF 4-6596: BFA release; AAFF 4-6120 & MacDonald: IFB release.

Selected scenes from Hamlet from a “series of educational films intended to serve as an introduction to
each play's theme or atmosphere." (BUFVC Shakespeare database). Original U.K. release (running
time: 17 min) includes excerpts from Act | Scene IV, Act lll Scene |, and Act V Scene |. Inthe U.S., the
original was split into two films released by two different companies several years apart: Act lll Scene |
was distributed on its own in 1971 by BFA Educational Media, while the other two segments (Act | Scene
IV & Act V Scene |) appeared three years later under the title Hamlet distributed by the Chicago-based
International Film Bureau. (DVD, BFA release - Phoenix Learning Group)

HAPPY DAYS. A STAR IS BORED (Paramount TV, in association with Miller-Milkis Productions/ABC,
12/3/1974). Dir Jerry Paris. Wrt Bobby Boswell. With Ron Howard, Marion Ross, Anson Williams,
Henry Winkler, Donny Most, Tom Bosley.

1 reel of 1, 24 min, sd, color, 16mm. Copyright Collection. FBB 4370.

Episode from the 2nd season of the long-running sitcom (1974-1984) centered on the life of a
middle-class family in Milwaukee, Wisconsin, in the late 1950's-early 1960's. In A Star is Bored,
teenagers Richie (Howard), Potsie, and Ralph, in an attempt to raise money to buy new uniforms for their
baseball team, recruit the neighborhood greaser, Fonzie (Winkler), to play Hamlet in the annual
Shakespeare Festival organized by the local church. (DVD - on Happy Days--The Complete Second
Season)

MONTY PYTHON'S FLYING CIRCUS. EPISODE 43, HAMLET (BBC, U.K., 11/21/1974). Dir lan
MacNaughton. Wrt & With Terry Jones, Graham Chapman, Terry Gilliam, Michael Palin, Eric Idle.

1 videodisc of 1 (DVD), 30 min, sd, color, 4 3/4in. LC Purchase Collection. DVA 0864.
- on disc with episodes 44 & 45.

Episode from the 4th and final season of the British comedy series which opens with a 5-minute sketch of
Hamlet (Jones) visiting a psychiatrist's office to complain that "everywhere | go, it's the same old thing.

All anyone wants me to say is 'To be or notto be'..." The play's other characters and bits of action are
referred to throughout the show, which ends with the dead Hamlet being taken away by pall-bearers
dressed in Queen Victoria costumes. The episode features material cut from the original draft of the
1975 feature Monty Python and the Holy Grail, including the bogus psychiatrists sketch, which originally
featured Sir Lancelot instead of Hamlet. Date of first U.S. broadcast undetermined. (DVD)

SHAKESPEARE AND HIS STAGE--APPROACHES TO HAMLET (Films for the Humanities, 1975).
Series: The History of the Drama. Dir Daniel Seltzer. Narrator John Gielgud. With Stephen Tate.

1 reel of 1, ca. 45 min, sd, color, 16mm. MacDonald (J. Fred & Leslie W.) Collection. = MCD 20-3A.



An educational film from a 10-part series on the history of drama from Sophocles to Beckett. A young
actor's (Tate) efforts to portray Hamlet are contrasted with excerpts from performances by Laurence
Olivier, John Gielgud, Nicol Williamson, and John Barrymore. Set in an Elizabethan courtyard near
Stratford-upon-Avon. (VHS)

HAMLET (National Geographic Society, in association with WQED-TV and in cooperation with the
Shakespeare Birthplace Trust Stratford-upon-Avon, 1978). Series: The World of William Shakespeare.
Dir Bob Walsh. Adapt Louis B. Wright, Elaine W. Fowler.

1 reel of 1, 35 min, sd, color, 16mm. Copyright Collection. FCA 5103.

An abridged version of the play made for educational use. The film ends with Claudius pouring poison
into a cup, encouraging students to learn the outcome on their own. "The production is first class in
every way with excellent sets, costumes and impressive acting from an anonymous cast" (Kenneth S.
Rothwell & Annabelle Henkin Melzer, Shakespeare on Screen, p. 77). See also The Time Is Out of
Joint.

THE TIME IS OUT OF JOINT (National Geographic Society, in association with WQED-TV and in
cooperation with the Shakespeare Birthplace Trust Stratford-upon-Avon, 1978). Series: The World of
William Shakespeare. Dir Bob Walsh. Wrt Louis B. Wright.

1 reel of 1, 19 min, sd, color, 16mm. Copyright Collection. FBA 8584.

Educational short describing the reign of Elizabeth | at the close of the 16th century, when economic and
political instability created the mood for Shakespeare's play. Includes two of Hamlet's soliloquys ("What
a Piece of Work Is Man" and "To Be or not To Be") and Falstaff's honor speech from Henry IV.
Companion piece to Hamlet (see above).

THE SOUTH BANK SHOW. NO. 30051 [Part 2--Hamlet with Jonathan Pryce] (London Weekend
Television/ITV, U.K., 6/1/1980). Dir (Part 2) Bob Bee. Host Melvyn Bragg.

1 videocassette of 1, 52 min, sd, color, 3/4 in. LC Purchase Collection (from LWT). VBH 0457.
- second half of tape (begins at 27:00); running time of Part 2: 25 min.

Actor Jonathan Pryce and director Richard Eyre talk about their staging of Hamlet at London's Royal
Court Theatre, particularly the scene in which Hamlet confronts his father's ghost. Preceded by the
same scene from several film/TV versions of the play, as interpreted by Johnston Forbes-Robertson
(1913), Laurence Olivier (1948), Innokenti Smoktunovsky (1964), and Christopher Plummer (1964).

Ends with a fragment from Pryce's stage performance in which the Ghost speaks through Hamlet himself.



AN ENGLISHMAN ABROAD (BBC, U.K., 11/29/1983). First U.S. broadcast: 10/30/1984, A & E
Network & 11/2/1984, WNET, Newark/New York City (PBS), Great Performances. Dir John Schlesinger.
Wrt Alan Bennett. With Alan Bates, Coral Browne, Charles Gray.

1 videocassette of 1, 59 min, sd, color, 3/4 in. LC Off-Air Taping Collection. VBB 8706.
1 videocassette of 1, 59 min, sd, color, 3/4 in. LC Off-Air Taping Collection. VBD 8434.

Recreation of the 1958 meeting between actress Coral Browne (playing herself) and British spy Guy
Burgess (Bates) in Moscow, where Browne was appearing as Gertrude in a Shakespeare Memorial
Theatre Company production of Hamlet. The only direct connection to Shakespeare are brief scenes of
two sequences from the play in performance: the introduction of Rosencrantz and Guildernstern, and
Hamlet after the death of Polonious and the entrance of the King and Queen. In the U.S., the drama
jointly premiered on cable and public television. (DVD)

STRANGE BREW (MGM, 1983). Dir Dave Thomas, Rick Moranis. Wrt Thomas, Moranis, Steven de
Jarnatt. With Thomas, Moranis, Max von Sydow, Paul Dooley, Lynne Griffin, Angus Maclnnes.

5 reels of 5, ca. 91 min, sd, Metrocolor, 35mm. Copyright Collection. CGA 1566-1570.

Theatrical feature with origins in the Emmy Award-winning comedy series SCTV (1976-1984). Two
beer-loving brothers (Thomas, Moranis) are employed at the Elsinore Brewery, where they learn that the
company's president, Claude (Dooley), secured his position by murdering his brother and marrying his
sister-in-law. In a gender role reversal, Hamlet is “Pam Elsinore” (Griffin), the daughter of the murdered
president, and Ophelia is an ex-hockey player (Maclnnes), now an inmate of the mental hospital situated
next to the brewery. (DVD)

TO BE OR NOT TO BE (Brooksfilms/20th Century-Fox, 1983). Dir Alan Johnson. Wrt Thomas
Meehan, Ronny Graham. With Mel Brooks, Anne Bancroft, Tim Matheson, Charles Durning, José
Ferrer, James Haake, Christopher Lloyd.

2 videodiscs of 2 (laser), 108 min, sd, color, 12 in. LC Purchase Collection. DAA 0649.

2 videodiscs of 2 (laser), 108 min, sd, color, 12 in. LC Purchase Collection. DAA 1835.

1 videocassette of 1, ca. 108 min, sd, color, 3/4 in. Copyright Collection. VBC 7786-7787.
12 reels of 12 on 6, ca. 108 min, sd, color, 35mm. Copyright Collection. CGA 0326-0331.

A remake of Ernst Lubitsch's 1942 comedy (see above) with Brooks and Bancroft in the roles originally
played by Jack Benny and Carole Lombard. (DVD)

DEN TRAGISKA HISTORIEN OM HAMLET, PRINS AV DANMARK. U.S. title: HAMLET (MovieMakers
for TV1 Fiction/TV 1, Sweden, 1/7/1985). First U.S. broadcast: 2/7/1987, WNYC, New York City (PBS).
Dir Ragnar Lyth. Wrt Lyth, Leon Vitali. With Stellan Skarsgard (Hamlet), Mona Malm (Gertrud), Frej
Lindquist (Claudius), Pernilla Wallgren (Ofelia), Sven Lindberg (Polonius), Dan Ekborg (Laertes), Per
Eggers (Horatio).



1 videocassette of 1 (VHS), 160 min, sd, color, 1/2 in. LC Off-Air Taping Collection. VAB 0279.
- in Swedish with English subtitles.

Produced for Swedish television, this adaptation of Hamlet eliminates more than half of the play’s text, but
retains almost all of its scenes and characters. It was filmed in Alfred Nobel's abandoned 19th century
dynamite factory in Vinterviken near Stockholm, and in a 17th century castle. Original U.S. broadcast
was followed by a discussion of the film by Joseph Papp and Diane Venora. LC copy is Washington
D.C.'s WETA-TV broadcast (without the Papp/Venora segment) from April 1988, presented as part of A
Festival of Swedish Television and introduced by Wilhelm Wachtmeister, Swedish Ambassador to the
uU.S.

BLUE CITY (Paramount, 1986). Dir Michelle Manning. Wrt Lukas Heller, Walter Hill, based on the
novel by Ross MacDonald. With Judd Nelson, Ally Sheedy, Paul Winfield, David Caruso, Scott Wilson,
Anita Morris.

10 reels of 10 on 5, ca. 83 min, sd, Technicolor, 35mm. Copyright Collection. CGB 5854-5858.

A modernized Hamlet set in present-day Florida. A young loner (Nelson) returns to his hometown to find
his father, the former mayor, dead and his stepmother (Morris) remarried to the local crime boss (Wilson).
(VHS)

HEAD OF THE CLASS. CRITICAL CHOICES (Eustis Elias Productions, in association with Warner Bros.
Television/ABC, 11/19/1986). Dir Lee Shallat. Wrt Gary Gilbert. With Howard Hesseman, William G.
Schilling, Jeannetta Arnette, Leslie Bega, Dan Frischman, Robin Givens; Hamlet: David Chemel
(Hamlet), Nicandra Hood (Ophelia).

1 videocassette of 1, 28 min, sd, color, 3/4 in. Copyright Collection. VBE 4685.

Episode from the first season of the ABC sitcom about a group of over-achieving honor students at a New
York City high school and their laid-back teacher (Hesseman). In Critical Choices, the latter is faced
with some painfully negative comments after inviting the class to review his modernized, cutting-edge
staging of Hamlet.

SATURDAY NIGHT LIVE. NO. 488 [Segment: Improv Hamlet] (NBC, 11/22/1986). Dir Paul Miller.
With (segment) Robin Williams (Hamlet), Dana Carvey (Gertrude), Jon Lovitz (Shakespeare).

2 videocassettes of 2, ca. 90 min, sd, color, 3/4 in. Copyright Collection. VBF 7357-7358.
2 videocassettes of 2, ca. 90 min, sd, color, 3/4 in. Copyright Collection. VBO 2325-2326.
- segment begins at 18:45 of tape 1; running time of segment: 7%2 min.



Episode from season 12 of the popular sketch comedy show. At the Globe Theater, Shakespeare is told
that in the role of Hamlet, Richard Burbage has been replaced by another actor. The latter, much to the
author's chagrin, proceeds to perform the play as an improvisational comedy routine, mocking Yorick's
skull (Act V, Scene ) and the fact that Gertrude is played by a man (Act lll, Scene IV).

DEATH IN VICTORY--SHAKESPEARE'S TRAGIC RECONCILIATIONS (Manly, Inc. for Omnigraphics,
Inc., 1990). Series: Eminent Scholar/Teachers. Dir Rick Import.

1 videocassette of 1 (VHS), ca. 50 min, sd, color, 1/2 in. Copyright Collection. VAB 6248.

Lecture by Fredson Bowers, Linden Kent Professor of English Emeritus at the University of Virginia, on
the nature of tragedy and tragic experience with a focus on Hamlet. Part of a series of videotaped
lectures on literature, including five on Shakespeare's works. (VHS)

DISCOVERING HAMLET (Unicorn Projects/PBS Home Video, 1990). Dir & Wrt Mark Olshaker. With
Kenneth Branagh (Hamlet), Richard Easton (Claudius), Edward Jewesbury (Polonius), Sophie Thompson
(Ophelia), Jay Villiers (Laertes), Patrick Stewart (Narrator).

1 videocassette of 1 (VHS), ca. 53 min, sd, color, 1/2in. (collection undetermined). VAJ 1932.
1 videocassette of 1, ca. 53 min, sd, color, 3/4 in. Copyright Collection. VBH 0675.

"Follows four weeks of rehearsal as Derek Jacobi directs Kenneth Branagh in the lead role in the
Renaissance Theatre Company’s [Birmingham, U.K.] production of Hamlet. The actors describe stage
action and the characters they portray, and members of the technical crew discuss aspects of costuming,
set design, lighting, and the problems of working with Shakespeare's text." (BUFVC Shakespeare
database). (VHS)

GREAT PERFORMANCES. HAMLET (WNET-TV - New York Shakespeare Festival/WNET-TV,
11/2/1990). Dir Kevin Kline, Kirk Browning. With Kline (Hamlet), Dana Ivey (Gertrude), Peter Francis
James (Horatio), Brian Murray (Claudius), Diane Venora (Ophelia), Josef Sommer (Polonius), Michael
Cumpsty (Laertes).

1 videocassette of 1 (VHS), 175 min, sd, color, 1/2in. LC Off-Air Taping Collection. VAB 3057.

TV version of the 1990 New York Shakespeare Festival production at The Public Theater staged by
Kevin Kline and produced by Joseph Papp. Performed in modern dress. (DVD)

HAMLET (Icon Productions/Warner Bros., 1990). Dir Franco Zeffirelli. Wrt Christopher De Vore,
Zeffirelli. With Mel Gibson (Hamlet), Glenn Close (Gertrude), Alan Bates (Claudius), Paul Scofield (The
Ghost), lan Holm (Polonius), Helena Bonham-Carter (Ophelia).

1 videodisc of 1 (laser), ca. 135 min, sd, color, 12 in. LC Purchase Collection. DAA 3087.



14 reels of 14 on 7, ca. 135 min, sd, color, 35mm. Copyright Collection. CGB 2817-2823.

First film made by Mel Gibson's Icon Productions. By cutting more than 60% of the original text, the
adaptation "ensures that Gibson dominates virtually every scene, and leaves him only a handful of the
longer, most demanding speeches" (Rosenthal. p. 30). Filmed at three different castles, two in Scotland
and one in Kent, England. (DVD)

HAMLET--CLAUDIUS (ACTER, A Center for Theatre, Education, and Research, University of California,
Santa Barbara/Barr Films, 1991). Series: Shakespeare Explorations with Patrick Stewart. Artistic
Director: Patrick Stewart. Technical Director/Editor: Ray Tracy.

1 videocassette of 1 (VHS), 25 min, sd, color, 1/2 in. Copyright Collection. VAD 3701.

Produced for educational use (college level). Patrick Stewart discusses and acts selected parts of the
play portraying the character of King Claudius. (VHS)

ROSENCRANTZ AND GUILDENSTERN--ARE DEAD (Brandenberg International/Cinecom, 1991). Dir
Tom Stoppard. Wrt Stoppard, based on his own play. With Gary Oldman (Rosencrantz), Tim Roth
(Guildenstern), Richard Dreyfuss (The Player), Joanna Roth (Ophelia), lain Glen (Prince Hamlet), Donald
Sumpter (King Claudius), Joanna Miles (Queen Gertrude).

12 reels of 12 on 6, ca. 118 min, sd, color, 35mm. Copyright Collection. CGB 7865-7870.

Hamlet as seen from the point of view of the Prince's two friends. The play, which premiered in 1967
and established Stoppard's reputation, retains about 250 lines from Shakespeare and includes a host of
playful twists on the original, plus references to the likes of Laurel & Hardy and Abbott & Costello. The
screen rights had initially been sold to MGM, where they languished for twenty years until the author
bought them back. Filmed on location in the former Yugoslavia. Winner of the top prize (Golden Lion)
at the 1990 Venice Film Festival. (DVD)

TALES FROM THE CRYPT. TOP BILLING (Tales From the Crypt Holdings/HBO, 6/26/1991). Dir Todd
Holland. Wrt Myles Berkowitz. With Jon Lovitz, Bruce Boxleitner, John Astin, Louise Fletcher, Kimmy
Robertson.

1 videocassette of 1, 28 min, sd, color, 3/4 in. Copyright Collection. VBI 9816.

Episode from the 3rd season of the horror anthology series based on the comic books published by
William Gaines in the 1950's. A failed actor (Lovitz), who cannot get work because he doesn’t have "the
look," answers a casting call for Hamlet only to find himself chosen for the part of Yorick's skull in a
staging of the play by inmates of an insane asylum. (DVD - on Tales from the Crypt--The Complete
Third Season)



HAMLET--POLONIUS (ACTER, A Center for Theatre, Education, and Research, University of California,
Santa Barbara/Barr Films, 1992). Series: Shakespeare Explorations with Patrick Stewart. Artistic
Director: Patrick Stewart. Technical Director/Editor: Ray Tracy.

1 videocassette of 1 (VHS), 24 min, sd, color, 1/2 in. Copyright Collection. VAD 3702.

Produced for educational use (college level). Tony Church, who as a member of the Royal
Shakespeare Company played Polonius on stage in 1965 and 1980, discusses the character and acts
selected parts of the play. Introduced by Patrick Stewart. (VHS)

LITERARY VISIONS. PLAYING THE PART--CHARACTERS AND ACTORS IN DRAMA (Intelecom -
Maryland Public Television/PBS, 1992). Dir Scott Hilton Davis, William Scott Bealmear. Wrt Ann
Chatterton Klimas, Mike Field. With Jim Shanklin, Mary Ellen Nester, Roland Bull, Richard Pilcher, Bart
Whiteman, Alan J. Wendl, Brian O'Connor, S. Robert Morgan.

1 videocassette of 1, 29 min, sd, color, 3/4 in. Copyright Collection. VBJ 4885.

Program no. 19 in the instructional series on literature and literary analysis hosted by actress Fran Dorn.
This episode uses Hamlet to illustrate the development of dramatic character by both playwright and
actor. Includes comments from scholars Carol Gelderman (University of New Orleans), Mary Poovey
(Johns Hopkins University), and William Westerman (Rutgers University), discussion of different
interpretations of the title role, and an interview with Shakespearean actor John Vickery, who reads and
discusses the soliloquy "Oh, What a Rogue..." (DVD)

SHAKESPEARE--THE ANIMATED TALES. HAMLET (Soyuzmultfilm - Christmas Films, with S4C
Channel 4 Wales, in association with BBC Wales, HIT Entertainment, HBO, Fujisankei and The Dave
Edwards Studio Cardiff/BBC, Russia/U.K., 12/7/1992). First U.S. broadcast: 1/13/1993, HBO. Dir
Natalia Orlova. Wrt Leon Garfield. Voices Michael Kitchen (Narrator), Nicholas Farrell (Hamlet), John
Shrapnel (Claudius & The Ghost), Susan Fleetwood (Gertrude), Tilda Swinton (Ophelia).

1 videocassette of 1 (VHS) (PAL), ca. 26 min, sd, color, 1/2 in. Copyright Collection. VAC 9559.

One of the twelve animated half-hour adaptations of Shakespeare's works commissioned for the Welsh
TV channel S4C and broadcast over two seasons. The films were made by Russian animators in
Moscow in a variety of techniques (in Hamlet, painting-on-glass). The screenplay, by Leon Garfield, a
British author of popular historical novels for children, preserves the original text in all the lines spoken by
the characters. U.S. broadcast included an introduction by Robin Williams. (DVD)

THE TRAGEDY OF HAMLET, PRINCE OF DENMARK (Stanford Video Media Group, 1992). Series:
Great Teachers, Great Texts. Dir Jack Genero.

1 videocassette of 1 (VHS), ca. 85 min, sd, color, 1/2in. Copyright Collection. VAC 9198.



Lecture by Ronald A. Rebholz, Professor and Chair, English Department, Stanford University, followed by
a discussion between Rebholz and Lawrence Ryan, Joseph S. Atha Professor of Humanities Emeritus,
Stanford University.

ANIMANIACS. NO. 39 [Segment: Alas Poor Skullhead] (Amblin Entertainment - Warner Bros.
Animation/Fox Kids, 11/11/1993). Voices (segment) Rob Paulsen, Tress MacNeille, Jess Harnell.

1 videocassette of 1, ca. 24 min, sd, color, 3/4 in. Copyright Collection. VBL 4791.
- second segment in episode; running time of segment: 2 min.

Co-produced by Steven Spielberg's Amblin Entertainment, the animated TV series Animaniacs was
modeled on classic American theatrical cartoons, in particular the Merrie Melodies & Looney Tunes
series and the work of Tex Avery. Individual episodes had a variety show format and consisted of 2 to 3
segments featuring different characters, among them the three Warner siblings, Yakko, Wakko and Dot,
the cat and dog team of Rita & Runt, Slappy Squirrel and her nephew Skippy, and a pair of evil mice,
Pinky and the Brain. In this segment from a first season episode, Yakko (Paulsen) as Hamlet delivers
the "Alas, poor Yorick!" soliloquy while Wakko (Harnell) digs the grave and Dot (MacNeille) translates
what it all means. See also entries under Macbeth and A Midsummer Night's Dream. (DVD - on
Animaniacs--Vol. 2)

PRINCE OF JUTLAND; U.S. video title: ROYAL DECEIT (Les Films Ariane - Woodline Films - Kenneth
Madsen Filmproduktion - Films Roses, France/U.K./Denmark/Germany, 1994). Dir Gabriel Axel. Wrt
Axel, Erik Kjersgaard, based on the chronicle of Saxo Grammaticus. With Gabriel Byrne, Helen Mirren,
Christian Bale, Brian Cox, Steven Waddington, Kate Beckinsale.

1 videocassette of 1 (VHS), ca. 104 min, sd, color, 1/2 in. Copyright Collection. VAD 2978.
- original version; burnt-in timecode.

An adaptation of vol. 3 of “Gesta Danorum,” a history of Denmark by medieval author Saxo Grammaticus,
the principal source for Shakespeare's Hamlet. There are many differences between the two works, not
least the fact that prince Amled (Bale) witnesses his father's murder and fakes madness while planning
his revenge. Later, he reaches England and marries the English princess (Beckinsale), and after killing
his uncle (Byrne) lives to inherit the throne. Miramax, which bought the U.S. distribution rights, never
released the film theatrically, while the subsequent U.S. video release added a voiceover and truncated
the running time to 85 min. (DVD)

GREEN EGGS AND HAMLET (Rock’s Eye Productions, 1995). Dir Mike O’'Neal. Wrt O’'Neal, Chris
Springfield. With Allen Corcorran (Hamlet), Ronald H. Cohen (The King), Richard “Humus” Doherty
(The Queen), Josh “Coppertone” Powlesson (Laertes), Robert A. Knop, Jr. (Polonius), Siobhan F. Jess
(Ophelia), David Seal (Rosencrantz & Guildenstern), Richard James Mason (Horatio).

1 videocassette of 1 (VHS), ca. 77 min, sd, color, 1/2 in. Copyright Collection. VAE 6461.



An adaptation of Shakespeare’s tragedy which replaces the original text with Dr. Seuss-style rhyme.
Produced in Southern California for under $4,000 and shot on Hi8 video with a non-professional cast
recruited from the California Institute of Technology. (VHS)

IN THE BLEAK MIDWINTER; U.S. title: A MIDWINTER'S TALE (Midwinter Films/Rank, U.K., 1995).
Released in the U.S. in 1996 by Sony Pictures Classics. Dir & Wrt Kenneth Branagh. With Michael
Maloney, Richard Briers, Hetta Charnley, Joan Collins, Nicholas Farrell, Mark Hadfield, Gerard Horan,
Celia Imrie, Jennifer Saunders, Julia Sawalha, John Sessions.

1 videocassette of 1 (VHS), ca. 98 min, black & white, 1/2 in. Copyright Collection. VAE 4756.

A struggling English actor (Maloney) mounts a Christmas production of Hamlet in a village church
threatened by developers. According to Branagh, the film was modeled on the Judy Garland/Mickey
Rooney musical comedies of the 1930's. Awarded the Silver Lion for Best Direction at the 1996 Venice
Film Festival. (VHS)

THE MAKING OF A MONOLOGUE--ROBERT WILSON'S HAMLET (Caddell & Conwell Foundation for
the Arts/Cinema Guild, 1995). Dir & Wrt Marion Kessel.

1 videocassette of 1 (VHS), ca. 63 min, sd, color, 1/2 in. Copyright Collection. VAE 9324.

A behind-the-scenes look at Robert Wilson's one-man performance of Hamlet, which premiered at the
Alley Theatre, Houston, Texas, in May 1995. Includes rehearsal and performance footage and
interviews with Wilson and his principal artistic collaborators. (DVD)

WILLIAM SHAKESPEARE'S HAMLET (Castle Rock Entertainment/Sony Pictures Entertainment, 1996).
Dir & Adapt Kenneth Branagh. With Branagh (Hamlet), Julie Christie (Gertrude), Derek Jacobi
(Claudius), Kate Winslet (Ophelia), Richard Briers (Polonius), Michael Maloney (Laertes), Nicholas Farrell
(Horatio), Brian Blessed (Ghost).

3 videodiscs of 3 (laser), ca. 242 min, sd, color, 12 in. LC Purchase Collection. DAA 3494,
20 reels of 20, ca. 242 min, sd, Technicolor, Panavision, 35mm (theatrical projection print). Copyright
Collection. CPA 0761-0780.

The longest Shakespeare film ever made and the first to use the complete, uncut text of a Shakespeare
play, this ambitious project had its roots in Kenneth Branagh's life-long obsession with Hamlet, in
particular his starring role in two full-text productions of the play for BBC radio and the Royal
Shakespeare Company (both in 1992). Filmed at England's Shepperton Studios and on location at
Blenheim Palace in Oxfordshire, Branagh's screen adaptation moves the action to the late 19th century
and packs the cast with celebrity cameos, including Jack Lemmon (Marcellus), Robin Williams (Osric),
Charlton Heston (Player King), Billy Crystal (Gravedigger), and Gérard Depardieu (Reynaldo). The film
was shot on 65mm stock and initially released in 70mm in limited engagements; a shorter edit, 2% hours
long, was also shown in some markets. (DVD)



LET THE DEVIL WEAR BLACK (New Moon Pictures/Trimark Pictures, 1999). Dir Stacy Title. Wrt
Title, Jonathan Penner. With Penner, Jacqueline Bisset, Mary-Louise Parker, Jamey Sheridan, Philip
Baker Hall, Jonathan Banks, Maury Chaykin, Chris Sarandon.

1 videocassette of 1 (VHS), ca. 89 min, sd, color, 1/2 in. Copyright Collection. VAG 4383.

Shakespeare's play adapted into a thriller set in modern-day Los Angeles. A troubled graduate student
(Penner) becomes obsessed with unmasking the conspiracy surrounding the death of his wealthy father,
especially after his mother (Bisset) hastily marries his uncle (Sheridan); as the investigation progresses,
his girlfriend (Parker) becomes increasingly unstable. First shown at the 1999 Slamdance festival.
Never released theatrically. (DVD)

MYSTERY SCIENCE THEATER 3000. HAMLET (Best Brains/Sci-Fi Channel, 6/27/1999). Dir Michael
J. Nelson. Wrt Nelson (head writer), Paul Chaplin, Bill Corbett, Bridget Jones, Kevin Murphy, Mary Jo
Pehl. With Corbett, Patrick Brantseg, Nelson, Murphy, Pehl.

2 videocassettes of 2, ca. 97 min, sd, color, 3/4 in. Copyright Collection. VBP 4474-4475.

Episode from the 10th and final season of the comedy sci-fi series about an astronaut (Nelson) trapped
on a space ship and forced to watch bad movies with his two robot pals. In this episode, the trio
watches the English-dubbed version of Hamlet, Prinz von Danemark, produced in 1960 for West German
television, directed by Franz Peter Wirth and starring Maximilian Schell in the title role (the film was
released theatrically in the U.S. in 1968). (DVD - on The Mystery Science Theater 3000 Collection--Vol.
4)

HAMLET (Double A Films/Miramax, 2000). Dir & Adapt Michael Aimereyda. With Ethan Hawke
(Hamlet), Diane Venora (Gertrude), Kyle MacLachlan (Claudius), Julia Stiles (Ophelia), Bill Murray
(Polonius), Liev Schreiber (Laertes), Karl Geary (Horatio), Sam Shepard (Ghost).

12 reels of 12 on 6, ca. 112 min, sd, color, 35mm. Copyright Collection. CGD 1717-1722.

An updated version of the play set in the corporate world of modern-day Manhattan: after the chief
executive of the Denmark Corp., with headquarters in Elsinore Tower in Times Square, dies under
mysterious circumstances, his son returns to New York to find his mother already re-married to his uncle.
Hamlet is an aspiring flmmaker who presents his father's murderers with a short experimental video
about their crime. The adaptation retains Shakespeare's text, albeit heavily edited. (DVD)

HAMLET (Spare Room Productions/Odyssey TV, 12/10/2000). Dir & Adapt Campbell Scott, Eric
Simonson. With Scott (Hamlet), Blair Brown (Gertrude), Roscoe Lee Browne (Polonius), LisaGay



Hamilton (Ophelia), Jamey Sheridan (Claudius), Marcus Giamatti (Guildenstern), John Benjamin Hickey
(Horatio), Michael Imperioli (Rosencrantz).

3 videocassettes of 3 (Betacam SP), ca. 178 min, sd, color, 1/2 in. Copyright Collection. VXB
7337-7339.

Based on the 1996 production of Hamlet at Boston’s Huntington Theater set in a post-Civil War America
with Black actors playing the parts of Polonius, Ophelia and Laertes. (DVD)

WITHIN A PLAY (Lenten Entertainment/Sundance Channel, 12/13/2004). Dir Mark P. Ring. With Ty
Jones (Hamlet), Ariana Navarre (Ophelia), Lisa Rothe (Gertrude), David Anthony Smith (Claudius), John
Pasha (Laertes), Robert Quinlan (Horatio).

1 videocassette of 1 (VHS), ca. 80 min, sd, color, 1/2 in. Copyright Collection. VAM 3072.

A documentary which follows the American Shakespeare Theatre Company as it tours Taiwan in 2000
with a contemporary production of Hamlet staged by Robert Anderson. Includes personal impressions
of the cast and crew and extensive backstage and rehearsal footage.

HENRY IV (PARTS 1 & 2)

CAMERA THREE. SHAKESPEARE'S KINGS--HENRY V (WCBS-TV, in cooperation with the New York
State Educational Department, 9/8/1957). Dir Clay Yurdin. Adapt Clair Roskam. Host James
Macandrew. With Robert Lansing (Henry V), James Coco, Frank Groseclose, Arthur Malet, Joseph
Ruskin, Richard Shepard, Paul Sparer, Wayne Tippit.

1 videocassette of 1 (VHS), 28 min, sd, b&w, 1/2 in. Creative Arts Television Archive Collection. VAF
6808.

This episode from CBS's long-running (1953-1980) Sunday morning series was the third of four programs
discussing four English monarchs as portrayed in Shakespeare's historical plays. Includes several
scenes from Henry IV (Parts 1 & 2) depicting the maturing of Prince Hal and his ascension to the throne
following the death of his father, and a segment from Act IV, Scene | of Henry V.

AN AGE OF KINGS. PART 3, REBELLION FROM THE NORTH (BBC, 5/26/1960). First U.S.
broadcast: 1/24/1961, WNEW, New York City (Metropolitan Broadcasting Corp.) Dir Michael Hayes.
Adapt Eric Crozier. With Tom Fleming (King Henry 1V), Julian Glover (Earl of Westmoreland), Frank
Windsor (Sir Walter Blunt), Patrick Garland (John of Lancaster), Robert Hardy (Henry, Prince of Wales),



Frank Pettingell (Sir John Falstaff), George A. Cooper (Henry Percy), Geoffrey Bayldon (Thomas Percy),
Sean Connery (Harry Percy), Angela Baddeley (Mistress Quickly).

2 reels of 2, ca. 90 min, sd, b&w, 16mm (kinescope positive). PBS Collection. F15245-15246
(currently inaccessible - requires preservation).

Covers Henry IV, Part 1, Acts | & Il.  Includes introductory and closing statements by Dr. Frank C. Baxter.
For more on the series, see entry under Richard Il. (DVD)

AN AGE OF KINGS. PART 4, THE ROAD TO SHREWSBURY (BBC, 6/9/1960). First U.S. broadcast:
1/31/1961, WNEW, New York City (Metropolitan Broadcasting Corp.) Dir Michael Hayes. Adapt Eric
Crozier. With David Andrews (Edmund Mortimer), Sean Connery (Harry Percy), William Squire (Owen
Glendower), Geoffrey Bayldon (Thomas Percy), Valerie Gearon (Lady Mortimer), Patricia Heneghan
(Lady Percy), Tom Fleming (King Henry IV), Robert Hardy (Henry, Prince of Wales), Frank Windsor (Sir
Walter Blunt), Frank Pettingell (Sir John Falstaff), Gordon Gostelow (Bardolph), Angela Baddeley
(Mistress Quickly).

2 reels of 2, ca. 90 min, sd, b&w, 16mm (kinescope positive). PBS Collection. F15284-15285
(currently inaccessible - requires preservation).

Covers Henry IV, Part 1, Acts lll, IV & V. Includes introductory and closing statements by Dr. Frank C.
Baxter. For more on the series, see entry under Richard Il. (DVD)

AN AGE OF KINGS. PART 5, THE NEW CONSPIRACY (BBC, 6/23/1960). First U.S. broadcast:
2/7/1961, WNEW, New York City (Metropolitan Broadcasting Corp.) Dir Michael Hayes. Adapt Eric
Crozier. With David Andrews (Lord Bardolph), John Ringham (Porter), George A. Cooper (Earl of
Northumberland), Terence Lodge (Travers), Jerome Willis ((Morton), Frank Pettingell (Sir John Falstaff),
Edgar Wreford (The Archbishop of York), Noel Johnson (Thomas Mowbray), Robert Lang (Lord Hastings),
Angela Baddeley (Mistress Quickly), Robert Hardy (Henry, Prince of Wales), Hermione Baddeley (Doll
Tearsheet).

2 reels of 2, ca. 75 min, sd, b&w, 16mm (kinescope positive). PBS Collection. F19551-19552
(currently inaccessible - requires preservation).

Covers Henry IV, Part 2, Acts | & II.  Includes introductory and closing statements by Dr. Frank C. Baxter.
For more on the series, see entry under Richard Il. (DVD)

AN AGE OF KINGS. PART 6, UNEASY LIES THE HEAD (BBC, 7/7/1960). First U.S. broadcast:
2/14/1961, WNEW, New York City (Metropolitan Broadcasting Corp.) Dir Michael Hayes. Adapt Eric
Crozier. With Tom Fleming (King Henry V), Kenneth Farrington (Earl of Warwick), William Squire
(Shallow), John Warner (Silence), Gordon Gostelow (Bardolph), Frank Pettingell (Sir John Falstaff),
Patrick Garland (Prince John of Lancaster), Julian Glover (Earl of Westmoreland), Robert Hardy (Henry,
Prince of Wales).



2 reels of 2, ca. 90 min, sd, b&w, 16mm (kinescope positive). PBS Collection. F19553-19554
(currently inaccessible - requires preservation).

Covers Henry IV, Part 2, Acts Ill, IV & V. Includes introductory and closing statements by Dr. Frank C.
Baxter. For more on the series, see entry under Richard 1l. (DVD)

CAMPANADAS A MEDIANOCHE; U.S. title: FALSTAFF; Also known as: CHIMES AT MIDNIGHT
(Internacional Films Espafiola - Alpine Productions, Spain/Switzerland, 1966). Released in the U.S. in
1967 by Peppercorn-Wormser. Dir & Wrt Orson Welles. With Welles (Sir John Falstaff), Jeanne
Moreau (Doll Tearsheet), Margaret Rutherford (Hostess Quickly), John Gielgud (King Henry 1V), Keith
Baxter (Prince Hal, later King Henry V), Marina Vlady (Kate Percy), Norman Rodway (Henry Percy, called
Hotspur), Michael Aldridge (Pistol), Fernando Rey (Worcester).

2 videocassettes of 2 (Betacam SP), ca. 115 min, sd, b&w, 1/2 in. Copyright Collection. VXC
9487-9488.

15 reels of 15 on 8, ca. 115 min, sd, b&w, 35mm. Copyright Collection. FGE 6276-6283.

15 reels of 15 on 8, ca. 115 min, sd, b&w, 35mm. LC Purchase Collection. FGE 5251-5258.

15 reels of 15 on 8, ca. 115 min, sd, b&w, 35mm. Copyright Collection. FGE 6755-6762.

The story of Falstaff's friendship with Prince Hal and his falling from grace when the latter is crowned King
Henry V. Adapted from Richard I, Henry IV (Parts 1 & 2), Henry V, and The Merry Wives of Windsor.
Narration from Raphael Holinshed's “The Chronicles of England” (1577). (DVD)

DIALOGUE OF THE WESTERN WORLD. HENRY IV, PART I (Maryland Center for Public Broadcasting,
ca. 1970).

1 videoreel of 1, ca. 60 min, sd, color, 2in. PBS Collection. VUA 7257 (currently inaccessible -
requires preservation).

DIALOGUE OF THE WESTERN WORLD. HENRY IV, PART Il (Maryland Center for Public Broadcasting,
ca. 1970).

1 videoreel of 1, ca. 60 min, sd, color, 2in. PBS Collection. VUA 7258 (currently inaccessible -
requires preservation).

Two episodes from the series of one-hour literary discussion programs produced for Maryland public
television. No further information available.

THE FEAST OF LANGUAGE. HENRY IV, PART 1 (WGBH-TV, 1971).



1 videoreel of 1, ca. 30 min, sd, color, 2 in. PBS Collection. VUA 7750 (currently inaccessible -
requires preservation).

Program no. 2 in the series in which Brandeis University professor Alan Levitan interprets Shakespeare’s
works. “He discusses character development, and Shakespeare’s use of words to set the mood of the
play. Includes selected readings.” (WorldCat)

HENRY IV, PART 1--AN INTRODUCTION; U.S. title HENRY IV, PART 1--ACT Il SCENE IV, ACT V
SCENE IV (Seabourne Enterprises - Anvil Films/Educational Foundation for Visual Aids, U.K., 1971).
Series: New Shakespeare. Released in the U.S. by BFA Educational Media as part of series Great
Scenes from Shakespeare. Dir & Wrt Peter Seabourne. With George Woodbridge (Falstaff), Michael
Pennington (Prince Henry), David Suchet (Hotspur), Roy Marsden (Prince John), Madeline Blakeney
(Mistress Quickley).

1 reel of 1, ca. 16 min, sd, color, 16mm. American Archive of the Factual Film Collection. AAFF
8-6042.
- U.S. release print.

Two scenes from Henry 1V, Part 1 staged in Elizabethan style and serving as an introduction to the play's
theme and atmosphere. (DVD - Phoenix Learning Group)

HENRY IV, PART 2--AN INTRODUCTION; U.S. title (BFA release): HENRY IV, PART 2--ACT V
SCENE V; U.S. title (IFB release): HENRY IV (PART 2) (Seabourne Enterprises - Anvil
Films/Educational Foundation for Visual Aids, U.K., 1971). Series: New Shakespeare. Released in the
U.S. in 1971 by BFA Educational Media as part of series Great Scenes from Shakespeare, and in 1974
by International Film Bureau as part of The Shakespeare Series. Dir & Wrt Peter Seabourne. With
George Woodbridge (Falstaff), Michael Pennington (Prince Henry), William Russell (Shallow), Peter Kelly
(Pistol), David Suchet (Chief Justice).

1 reel of 1, ca. 7 min, sd, color, 16mm. American Archive of the Factual Film Collection. AAFF 4-4430.
1 reel of 1, ca. 7 min, sd, color, 16mm. Prelinger Collection. (currently inaccessible).

1 reel of 1, ca. 5 min, sd, color, 16mm. MacDonald (J. Fred and Leslie W.) Collection. JFM 2019.

- AAFF & Prelinger: BFA release; MacDonald: IFB release.

Two scenes from Henry IV, Part 2 staged in Elizabethan style and serving as an introduction to the play's
theme and atmosphere. Original U.K. release (running time: 12 min) includes excerpts from Act Il
Scene Il and Act V Scene V. Inthe U.S., the original was split into two films released by two different
companies several years apart: Act V Scene V was distributed in 1971 by BFA Educational Media, while
Act Il Scene Il appeared three years later under the banner of the Chicago-based International Film
Bureau. (DVD, BFA release - Phoenix Learning Group)

MY OWN PRIVATE IDAHO (New Line Cinema/Fine Line Features, 1991). Dir & Wrt Gus Van Sant.
With River Phoenix, Keanu Reeves, James Russo, William Richert, Rodney Harvey, Chiara Caselli.



2 videocassettes of 2, ca. 104 min, sd, color, 3/4 in. Copyright Collection.  VBI 5463-5464.
10 reels of 10 on 5, ca. 104 min, sd, color, 35mm. Copyright Collection. CGB 6653-6657.

Two street hustlers, Mike (Phoenix) and Scott (Reeves), embark on a journey of personal discovery that
takes them to Mike's hometown in Idaho and to Italy in search of Mike's mother. The filmis in part a
modern adaptation of Henry IV, Part 1, with the character of Scott modeled on Prince Hal, street gang
leader Bob Pigeon (Richert) representing Falstaff, and Mike corresponding to Poins. Some of the
dialogue is taken from the play. (DVD)

WISHBONE. THE PRINCE OF WAGS (Big Feats! Entertainment/PBS, 1997). Dir Rick Duffield. Wrt
Laurie Barth, Melanie Munnell, Raymond Ricord. With Soccer the Dog (Wishbone/Prince Hal), Larry
Brantley (Voice of Wishbone), Jordan Wall, Christie Abbott; Sean Hennigan (King Henry 1V), Lynn
Mathis (Falstaff), Ashley Wood (Hotspur), Kevin Page (Westmoreland).

1 videocassette of 1 (VHS), 26 min, sd, color, 1/2 in. Copyright Collection. VAF 8836.

Episode from the award-winning live-action children's series featuring a dog whose imagination finds
parallels between daily life in the fictional town of Oakdale, Texas, and classic literary works in which he
is the hero (see also entries under Romeo and Juliet and The Tempest). In The Prince of Wags,
Wishbone is the mascot of a high-school basketball team and his owner Joe (Wall) the team's captain.
Both learn the meaning of true leadership, Joe on the basketball court and Wishbone as Prince Hal in
Henry IV, Part 1. Scenes from the play heavily truncate the original text.

HENRY V

HENRY V (Two Cities Films/Eagle-Lion Distributors, U.K., 1944). Released in the U.S. in 1946 by
United Artists. Dir Laurence Olivier. Wrt Olivier, Alan Dent. With Olivier (Henry V), Robert Newton
(Ancient Pistol), Leslie Banks (Chorus), Renée Asherson (Katherine), Esmond Knight (Fluellen), Leo
Genn (Constable), Ralph Truman (Mountjoy), Harcourt Williams (Charles VI), vy St. Hélier (Alice), Ernest
Thesiger (Duke of Bedford), Max Adrian (Dauphin).

2 videodiscs of 2 (laser), ca. 137 min, sd, color, 12 in. LC Purchase Collection. DAA 0001-0002.

3 videocassettes of 3, ca. 137 min, sd, color, 3/4 in. Copyright Collection. VBB 3375-3377.

12 reels of 12 on 4, ca. 137 min, sd, color, 16mm. Copyright Collection. FDA 1849-1852.

12 reels of 12 on 4, ca. 137 min, sd, color, 16mm. Dayton & Montgomery County Public Library (Ohio)
Collection. FDB 1943-1946.

12 reels of 12 on 8, ca. 137 min, sd, Technicolor, 35mm. Copyright Collection. CQA 0021-0028.

Olivier’s directorial debut, made in the midst of World War I, opens with an on-screen dedication to “the
commandoes and airborne troops of Great Britain.” With many of the darker nuances of the play
excised, the film served as an affirmative rallying call by delivering a heartening reminder of an historic



British victory in Europe to wartime audiences. Following the film’s release in the U.S., Olivier won an
honorary Academy Award "for his outstanding achievement as actor, producer and director in bringing
‘Henry V’ to the screen." (DVD)

OMNIBUS. |, VOL. 10 [Segment: Henry V, Act 5, Scene 2] (TV-Radio Workshop of the Ford
Foundation/CBS, 1/11/1953). Dir Andrew McCullough. Host Alistair Cooke. With (segment) Brian
Aherne (Henry V), Viveca Lindfors (Princess Katherine), Zolya Talma.

2 videocassettes of 2, ca. 90 min, sd, b&w, 3/4 in. Wesleyan University Collection. VBD 5874-5875.
- first segment in program; running time of segment: 22 min.

The bilingual scene of Henry V’s wooing of Princess Katherine, resulting in the marriage that united
England and France.

BBC TELEVISION WORLD THEATRE. THE LIFE OF HENRY THE FIFTH (BBC, 12/29/1957). First
U.S. broadcast: 11/4/1960, WTTW, Chicago (NET). Dir Peter Dews. With John Neville (Henry V, King
of England), Bernard Hepton (Chorus), Richard Palmer (Duke of Gloucester), Richard Coe (Duke of
Bedford), Julian Somers (Duke of Exeter), Philip Morant (Gower), Dudley Jones (Fluellen), Geoffrey
Bayldon (Ancient Pistol), Walter Hudd (Charles VI, King of France), John Wood (Lewis the Dauphin),
Patricia Cree (Princess Katherine).

3 reels of 3, 123 min, sd, b&w, 16mm (kinescope positive). PBS Collection. F19548-19550 (currently
inaccessible - requires preservation).

The inaugural broadcast in BBC's Television World Theatre series with 36 speaking parts and a
production cost of 4,069 pounds sterling. The character of Chorus (Shakespeare himself, according to a
contemporary review in The Times) fills in the gaps in the play’s narrative and comments on the theatrical
conventions used to represent large-scale historical events. This "presentational Chorus" (BUFVC
Shakespeare database) anticipates how the figure was used in later productions, including Kenneth
Branagh's film version (see below).

AN AGE OF KINGS. PART 7, SIGNS OF WAR (BBC, 7/21/1960). First U.S. broadcast: 2/21/1961,
WNEW, New York City (Metropolitan Broadcasting Corp.) Dir Michael Hayes. Adapt Eric Crozier.
With Robert Hardy (King Henry V), Noel Johnson (Duke of Exeter), Julian Glover (Earl of Westmoreland),
William Squire (Chorus), Cyril Luckham (Archbishop of Canterbury), Gordon Gostelow (Bardolph), David
Andrews (Nym), George A. Cooper (Pistol), Alan Rowe (Charles VI), John Warner (Dauphin), Judi Dench
(Katherine).

2 reels of 2, ca. 75 min, sd, b&w, 16mm (kinescope positive). PBS Collection. F19555-19556
(currently inaccessible - requires preservation).

Covers Henry V, Acts |, Il & Ill.  Includes introductory and closing statements by Dr. Frank C. Baxter.
For more on the series, see entry under Richard 1. (DVD)



AN AGE OF KINGS. PART 8, THE BAND OF BROTHERS (BBC, 8/4/1960). First U.S. broadcast:
2/28/1961, WNEW, New York City (Metropolitan Broadcasting Corp.) Dir Michael Hayes. Adapt Eric
Crozier. With Robert Hardy (King Henry V), John Ringham (Humphrey, Duke of Gloucester), Patrick
Garland (John, Duke of Bedford), Gordon Gostelow (Sir Thomas Erpingham), George A. Cooper (Pistol),
Kenneth Farrington (Captain Fluellen), William Squire (Chorus), Alan Rowe (Charles VI), John Warner
(Dauphin), Judi Dench (Katherine).

2 reels of 2, ca. 75 min, sd, b&w, 16mm (kinescope positive). PBS Collection. F19557-19558
(currently inaccessible - requires preservation).

Covers Henry V, Acts IV & V. Includes introductory and closing statements by Dr. Frank C. Baxter. For
more on the series, see entry under Richard Il.. (DVD)

HENRY V (Renaissance Films/Curzon Film Distributors, U.K., 1989). Released in the U.S. by Samuel
Goldwyn Co. Dir & Wrt Kenneth Branagh. With Branagh (Henry V), Derek Jacobi (Chorus), Simon
Shepherd (Gloucester), James Larkin (Bedford), Brian Blessed (Exeter), James Simmons (York), lan
Holm (Fluellen), Richard Briers (Bardolph), Robert Stephens (Pistol), Paul Scofield (French King Charles
VI), Emma Thompson (Katherine), Robbie Coltrane (Falstaff), Judi Dench (Mistress Quickly).

3 videocassettes of 3, ca. 137 min, sd, color, 3/4 in. Copyright Collection. VBK 4591-4593.
1 videodiscs of 2 (d1)(inc.) (laser), sd, color, 12 in. LC Purchase Collection. DAA 2441.
14 reels of 14 on 7, ca. 137 min, sd, Eastmancolor, 35mm. Copyright Collection. CGB 1494-1500.

"Kenneth Branagh has done it. Who is Kenneth Branagh?" asked The New York Times (Nov. 8, 1989)
on the eve of the U.S. opening of Henry V. The 28-year-old Irishman's directorial debut was a surprising
success, even drawing favorable comparisons to Laurence Olivier, who was 37 when he directed his
screen version of the play. Unlike Olivier's stylized celebration of British patriotism, Branagh opted for a
decidedly unglamorous, down-to-earth approach, with bloody battle scenes and graphic images of
sickness and famine among the mud-drenched soldiers. As a counterpoint, Derek Jacobi's Chorus
opens the film on a soundstage in modern dress, and then reappears several times interrupting the action.
As to the title character, again opposing Olivier whose Henry is a heroic figure from the start, Branagh's
king is gradually transformed during the course of the action, attaining "a heroic stature almost in spite of
himself" (Rosenthal, p. 46). The critical and commercial success of Henry V was instrumental in

bringing Shakespeare back into the cinematic mainstream both in the U.K. and Hollywood. As Al Pacino,
who himself tackled "Richard IlI" in 1996 (Looking for Richard - see below), stated: "Branagh opened it all
up with Henry V. That was just an explosion." (quoted in Rosenthal, p. 172) (DVD)

HENRY VI (PARTS 1,2 & 3)




THE SHOW OF SHOWS [Segment: Gloucester’s Soliloquy from Henry VI] (Warner Bros., 1929). Dir
John G. Adolfi. With (segment) John Barrymore (Richard, Duke of Gloucester, later Richard IlI),
Anthony Bushell, E. J. Radcliffe.

1 videodisc of 1 (laser), ca. 130 min, sd, b&w w/Technicolor sequences, 12 in. Copyright Collection.
DAA 2046.

1 videodisc of 1 (laser), ca. 130 min, sd, b&w w/Technicolor sequences, 12 in. LC Purchase Collection.
DAA 2219.

1 videodisc of 1 (laser), ca. 130 min, sd, b&w w/Technicolor sequences, 12 in. LC Purchase Collection.
DAA 3653.

15 reels of 15, ca. 130 min, sd, b&w, 35mm. United Artists Collection. FEB 0195-0209.

- all three laserdiscs are part of box set The Dawn of Sound; Henry VI segment is on Side 6, Chapter 21;

running time of segment: 7 min.

An early sound variety revue showcasing Warner Bros. studio talent. Includes John Barrymore
performing (on a battlefield set) Gloucester's soliloquy from Act Ill, Scene Il of Henry VI, Part 3.
(Laserdisc)

TOAST OF THE TOWN. [1949-04-03] [Segment: Gloucester’s Soliloquy from Henry VI] (CBS). Dir
Alex Leftwich. Host Ed Sullivan.  With (segment) John Carradine (Duke of Gloucester).

*1 videocassette of 1 (Betacam SP), 60 min, sd, b&w, 1/2 in. Copyright Collection. VXE 2014.
- segment begins at 34:50; running time of segment: 5% min.

Episode from CBS’s long running variety show (later renamed The Ed Sullivan Show) in which John
Carradine performs Gloucester's soliloquy from Act lll, Scene Il of Henry VI, Part 3.

AN AGE OF KINGS. PART 9, THE RED ROSE AND THE WHITE (BBC, 8/25/1960). First U.S.
broadcast: 3/7/1961, WNEW, New York City (Metropolitan Broadcasting Corp.) Dir Michael Hayes.
Adapt Eric Crozier. With Patrick Garland (John, Duke of Bedford), John Ringham (Humphrey, Duke of
Gloucester), Noel Johnson (Thomas Beaufort), Robert Lang (Henry Beaufort), John Warner (Regnier,
Duke of Anjou), Eileen Atkins (Joan la Pucelle), Jack May (Richard Plantagenet), Edgar Wreford (Earl of
Suffolk), Terry Scully (King Henry VI).

2 reels of 2, ca. 75 min, sd, b&w, 16mm (kinescope positive). PBS Collection. F19559-19560
(currently inaccessible - requires preservation).

Covers Henry VI, Part 1. Includes introductory and closing statements by Dr. Frank C. Baxter. For
more on the series, see entry under Richard Il. (DVD)

AN AGE OF KINGS. PART 10, THE FALL OF A PROTECTOR (BBC, 9/8/1960). First U.S. broadcast:
3/14/1961, WNEW, New York City (Metropolitan Broadcasting Corp.) Dir Michael Hayes. Adapt Eric



Crozier. With Edgar Wreford (Duke of Suffolk), Terry Scully (King Henry V1), Mary Morris (Margaret),
John Ringham (Humphrey, Duke of Gloucester), Robert Lang (Cardinal Beaufort), Gordon Gostelow (Earl
of Salisbury), Jack May (Richard, Duke of York), Nancie Jackson (Eleanor, Duchess of Gloucester).

2 reels of 2, ca. 75 min, sd, b&w, 16mm (kinescope positive). PBS Collection. F15296-15297
(currently inaccessible - requires preservation).

Covers Henry VI, Part 2, Acts |, Il & lll.  Includes introductory and closing statements by Dr. Frank C.
Baxter. For more on the series, see entry under Richard Il. (DVD)

AN AGE OF KINGS. PART 11, THE RABBLE FROM KENT (BBC, 9/22/1960). First U.S. broadcast:
3/21/1961, WNEW, New York City (Metropolitan Broadcasting Corp.) Dir Michael Hayes. Adapt Eric
Crozier. With Terry Scully (King Henry V1), Mary Morris (Margaret), Edgar Wreford (Duke of Suffolk),
Robert Lang (Cardinal Beaufort), Jack May (Richard, Duke of York), Esmond Knight (Jack Cade), Alan
Rowe (Duke of Somerset), Frank Windsor (Earl of Warwick), Gordon Gostelow (Earl of Salisbury), Julian
Glover (Edward), Patrick Garland (George), Paul Daneman (Richard).

2 reels of 2, ca. 75 min, sd, b&w, 16mm (kinescope positive). PBS Collection. F15298-15299
(currently inaccessible - requires preservation).

Covers Henry VI, Part 2, Acts lll, IV & V. Includes introductory and closing statements by Dr. Frank C.
Baxter. For more on the series, see entry under Richard Il. (DVD)

AN AGE OF KINGS. PART 12, THE MORNING'S WAR (BBC, 10/6/1960). First U.S. broadcast:
3/28/1961, WNEW, New York City (Metropolitan Broadcasting Corp.) Dir Michael Hayes. Adapt Eric
Crozier. With Frank Windsor (Earl of Warwick), Jack May (Duke of York), Julian Glover (Edward),
Patrick Garland (George), Paul Daneman (Richard), Adrian Brine (Marquess of Montague), Jeffry
Wickham (Duke of Norfolk), Terry Scully(King Henry VI), Kenneth Farrington (Earl of Northumberland),
Jerome Willis (Lord Clifford), Leon Shepperdson (Earl of Westmoreland), Terence Lodge (Duke of
Exeter), Mary Morris (Margaret), John Greenwood (Edward, Prince of Wales).

2 reels of 2, ca. 75 min, sd, b&w, 16mm (kinescope positive). PBS Collection. F15300-15301
(currently inaccessible - requires preservation).

Covers Henry VI, Part 3, Acts |, Il & lll.  Includes introductory and closing statements by Dr. Frank C.
Baxter. For more on the series, see entry under Richard |l. (DVD)

AN AGE OF KINGS. PART 13, THE SUN IN SPLENDOUR (BBC, 10/20/1960). First U.S. broadcast:
4/4/1961, WNEW, New York City (Metropolitan Broadcasting Corp.) Dir Michael Hayes. Adapt Eric
Crozier. With John Warner (King of France), Tamara Hinchco (The Lady Bona), Mary Morris (Margaret),
John Greenwood (Edward, Prince of Wales), Robert Lang (Earl of Oxford), Frank Windsor (Earl of
Warwick), Paul Daneman (Richard, Duke of Gloucester), Patrick Garland (George, Duke of Clarence),
Alan Rowe (Duke of Somerset), Julian Glover (King Edward V), Terry Scully (King Henry VI).



2 reels of 2, ca. 75 min, sd, b&w, 16mm (kinescope positive). PBS Collection. F15302-15303
(currently inaccessible - requires preservation).

Covers Henry VI, Part 3, Acts IV & V. Includes introductory and closing statements by Dr. Frank C.
Baxter. For more on the series, see entry under Richard |l. (DVD)

HENRY VI

THE SHAKESPEARE PLAYS. THE FAMOUS HISTORY OF THE LIFE OF KING HENRY THE EIGHTH
(BBC - Time Life Television, U.K./U.S., 2/25/1979, BBC, 4/25/1979, PBS). Dir Kevin Billington. With
John Stride (King Henry VIII), Timothy West (Cardinal Wolsey), Ronald Pickup (Thomas Cranmer,
Archbishop of Canterbury), Jeremy Kemp (Duke of Norfolk), Julian Glover (Duke of Buckingham), Claire
Bloom (Katharine of Aragon), Barbara Kellermann (Anne Boleyn).

2 videocassettes of 2 (VHS), ca. 165 min, sd, color, 1/2 in. (collection undetermined). VAA 5136-5137.

The sixth and final production of the first season of The Shakespeare Plays is considered one of the best
entries in the whole series and was specifically cited as such by the Shakespeare Association of America.
It was shot entirely on location (in Leeds Castle, Penshurst Place and Hever Castle) and the costumes
were based on Tudor paintings, including the famous portrait of Henry VIl by Hans Holbein. For more
on the series, see entry under Julius Caesar. (DVD - Ambrose Video)

JULIUS CAESAR

CAJUS JULIUS CAESAR; U.S. title: JULIUS CAESAR (Cines, ltaly, 1914). Released in the U.S. by
George Kleine. Dir Enrico Guazzoni. Wrt Raffaele Giovagnoli. With Amleto Novelli (Julius Caesar),
Gianna Terribili-Gonzales (Tertullia), Irene Mattalia (Servillia), Augusto Mastripietri (Cato), Antonio
Nazzari (Brutus).

6 reels of 6, 2172 ft, si, b&w, 16mm. Kleine (George) Collection. FLA 0733-0738.
6 reels of 6 on 3, 5213 ft, si, b&w, 35mm. Kleine (George) Collection. FGF 2728-2730.
- U.S. release version.

Like Guazzoni’s earlier Antony and Cleopatra (see above), Julius Caesar, which covers Caesar’s life from
82 B.C. to his death in 44 B.C., is only marginally related to Shakespeare’s play, owing much more to
Plutarch’s “Lives of the Noble Grecians and Romans” and Caesar’'s own memoirs, “Commentaries on the
Gallic War” and “Commentaries on the Civil War.”



JULIUS CAESAR (Theatrecraft, Ltd./Twentieth Century-Fox, U.K., 1945). Series: Famous Scenes from
Shakespeare. Released in the U.S. in 1946 by British Information Services & Eastin Pictures Co. Dir
Henry Cass. With Leo Genn (Mark Antony), Felix Aylmer (Marcus Brutus).

1 reel of 1, ca. 19 min, sd, b&w, 16mm. MacDonald (J. Fred and Leslie W.) Collection. FBC 8851.

Educational short consisting of Act Il Scene Il in which Mark Antony and Brutus address the crowd in the
Forum following Caesar's murder.

THE TRAGEDY OF JULIUS CAESAR (NBC, 4/3/1949). Dir Garry Simpson. With George Bliss (Julius
Caesar), James Maxwell (Marcus Brutus), Donald Roberts (Cassius), Peter Klaussen (Casca), Roger
Neuhoff (Trebonius), Arch Taylor (Decius Brutus), Raymond MacDonnell (Marcus Antonius).

2 videocassettes of 2 (Digital Betacam), 105 min, sd, b&w, 1/2in. NBC TV Collection. VBS
2867-2868.

The first performance ever presented on the Elizabethan stage of the Folger Shakespeare Library in
Washington D.C. Transmitted nationally by NBC on a Sunday afternoon, the broadcast was sponsored
by the Socony-Vacuum Oil Company and performed by members of the dramatic society of Amherst
College (The Masquers), which originally presented the play in March 1949 at Amherst's Kirby Memorial
Theater (the production was staged by Professor Curtis Canfield). Appropriately for the venue, the
performance was presented "in the fashion of Shakespeare's time, just as people saw it when Julius
Caesar was a new and unknown play" (opening commentary). The broadcast profiles the Folger Library
and its founder, Henry Clay Folger, an Amherst graduate and later president of Standard Oil, and
includes appearances by Charles W. Cole, President of Amherst College (1946-1960), and Louis B.
Wright, Folger’s Director from 1948 to 1968.

JULIUS CAESAR (Avon Productions/Brandon Films, 1950). Dir & Adapt David Bradley. With Harold
Tasker (Julius Caesar), Robert Holt (Octavius Caesar), Charlton Heston (Mark Antony), Theodore Clark
(Emil Lepidus), David Bradley (Brutus), Grosvenor Glenn (Cassius), William Russell (Casca).

2 reels of 2, ca. 96 min, sd, b&w, 16mm. Copyright Collection. FDA 0167-0168.
4 reels of 4, ca. 96 min, sd, b&w, 16mm. Copyright Collection. FBB 7417-7420.

An independent production filmed on 16mm and originally intended for educational use. Shot mostly on
location in Chicago, utilizing many of the city's landmarks as backdrops, with students from Northwestern
University (director Bradley’s alma mater) as bit players and extras. The film began its nationwide
commercial run in 1952. (DVD)

JULIUS CAESAR (Parthian Productions, U.K., 1951). Released in the U.S. in 1952 by Young America
Films as part of series Shakespeare's Theatre. Dir Desmond Davis. Text edited by Barbara Nixon.



With Robert Speaight (Mark Antony), Cecil Trouncer (Brutus), Henry Oscar (Cassius), Bruce Belfrage
(Caesar), John Gabriel (Casca).

1 reel of 1, 32 min, sd, b&w, 16mm. American Archive of the Factual Film Collection. AAFF 12-3132.
1 reel of 1, ca. 32 min, sd, b&w, 16mm. MacDonald (J. Fred and Leslie W.) Collection. MCD 12-11E.
1 reel of 1, ca. 32 min, sd, b&w, 16mm. Prelinger Collection. (currently inaccessible).

- U.S. release version.

Abridged version of the play produced for educational use. Focuses "mainly on the first part from the
Festival of the Games to Mark Antony’s funeral oration. Many of the dialogues between Cassius and
Brutus have been cut." (BUFVC Shakespeare database)

JULIUS CAESAR (MGM, 1953). Dir Joseph L. Mankiewicz. With Marlon Brando (Mark Antony),
James Mason (Brutus), John Gielgud (Cassius), Louis Calhern (Julius Caesar), Edmond O'Brien (Casca),
Greer Garson (Calpurnia), Deborah Kerr (Portia).

1 videocassette of 1 (VHS), ca. 121 min, sd, color, 1/2 in. Copyright Collection. VAD 3055.
12 reels of 12, ca. 121 min, sd, b&w, 35mm. Copyright Collection. FGA 5881-5892.
- VHS copy is colorized version made by Turner Entertainment Co. in 1993.

Critically well received both in the U.S. and England, MGM'’s Julius Caesar is widely considered the most
successful Hollywood adaptation of a Shakespeare play. According to producer John Houseman, he
and Mankiewicz decided against making the film in color or CinemaScope as the tragedy called for
"intensity and intimacy rather than grandeur; for direct violent confrontations that do not benefit from a
lush, polychrome background" (quoted in AFI Catalog online). Mankiewicz also insisted on rehearsing
for three weeks on the actual sets (built for the 1951 epic Quo Vadis) and on shooting scenes in
chronological order. Brando, in his first classical role and supposedly coached by John Gielgud, won
praise for his performance, surprising contemporary critics who were fearful that his method delivery
would compromise the poetic flow of the language. (DVD)

PRODUCERS' SHOWCASE. WIDE WIDE WORLD [Segment: Straford Shakespearean Festival of
Canada] (NBC; segment producer: Canadian Broadcasting Corp., 6/27/1955). Dir Dick Schneider. Wrt
Saul Levitt. Host Dave Garroway. With (segment) Lorne Greene (Brutus).

1 videocassette of 1 (Digital Betacam), ca. 90 min, sd, b&w, 1/2 in. NBC Television Collection. VBR
4281.
- segment begins at 26:00 min; running time of segment: ca. 18 min.

Serving as the pilot for a new series launched later that same year, this episode of NBC's ambitious
anthology program featured live broadcasts from Canada, Mexico, and various locations in the U.S. The
Canadian segment showcased the Straford Shakespearean Festival, going on air as a performance of
Julius Caesar was about to begin. Includes brief interviews with Tyrone Guthrie, the Festival's Artistic
Director, and Michael Langham, who directed the play, as well as an extended rehearsal scene of Act Il
Scene | with Lorne Greene as Brutus.



STUDIO ONE SUMMER THEATRE. JULIUS CAESAR (CBS, 8/1/1955). Dir Daniel Petrie. Adapt Leo
Penn. With Theodore Bikel (Julius Caesar), Alfred Ryder (Mark Antony), Michael Strong (Casca),
Shepperd Strudwick (Cassius), Philip Bourneuf (Brutus).

1 videocassette of 1 (Digital Betacam), 59 min, sd, b&w, 1/2 in. Copyright Collection. VBT 0241.

Sponsored by Westinghouse, Studio One (or Studio One Summer Theatre as it was called in-between
seasons) was one of the most acclaimed dramatic anthology series from the golden era of live television.
The one-hour time slot (including commercials) required heavy cutting of Shakespeare's original, leaving,
as Variety (Aug 3, 1955) summed it up, "no time for subtleties". The series first tackled Julius Caesar
during its first season (1949), in a modern-dress adaptation with Philip Bourneuf as Mark Antony.

GREAT PLAYS IN REHEARSAL. JULIUS CAESAR (WHA-TV for National Educational Television and
Radio Center, 1958). Dir Gary Nathanson. With Dan Robinson (Brutus), Charles Pototsky (?)
(Cassius).

2 reels of 2, ca. 60 min, sd, b&w, 16mm. Copyright Collection. FCA 4064-4065.

Program no. 6 from the series produced by Wisconsin station WHA-TV and featuring British stage
director Eric Salmon, at the time visiting lecturer at the University of Wisconsin. Consists of a rehearsal
in modern dress of scenes from Julius Caesar focusing on the characters of Brutus and Cassius.

BBC TELEVISION WORLD THEATRE. JULIUS CAESAR (BBC, U.K,, 5/5/1959). First U.S. broadcast:
10/3/1960, WGBH, Boston (NET). Dir Stuart Burge. With Eric Porter (Brutus), Michael Gough
(Cassius), William Sylvester (Antony), Robert Perceval (Julius Caesar), John Moffatt (Casca), Daphne
Slater (Portia), Jeremy Burnham (Octavius Caesar).

2 videocassettes of 2 (Digital Betacam), 105 min, sd, b&w, 1/2in. PBS Collection. VBS 3566-3567.

Highly praised production, both for its direction and perfomances. Stuart Burge, by then an established
BBC director (David Copperfield, The Power and the Glory), was singled out for his effective camerawork
and use of dramatic closeups (especially in the scene of Ceasar's assassination), while Eric Porter and
Michael Gough "deserved to win millions of converts to televised Shakespeare with their quarrel scene"
(Peter Black, The Daily Mail, quoted in NET files). Mark Antony was played by American actor William
Sylvester, who settled in England after World War Il to study at the Royal Academy of Dramatic Art and is
today best remembered as Dr Heywood Floyd in Stanley Kubrick's 2001: A Space Odyssey.

CHRONICLE. FOUR VIEWS OF CAESAR (CBS, 11/6/1963). With Martin Gabel (Plutarch's Caesar),
Dennis King (Shaw's Caesar), Alan Badel (Shakespeare's Caesar), Peter Donat (Caesar's Caesar), Anne
Fielding (Cleopatra).



1 reel of 1, ca. 23 min, sd, b&w, 16mm. Prelinger Collection. (currently inaccessible).
- shortened version.

Episode from a series of one-hour programs on the arts and sciences hosted by Charles Collingwood.
Consists of four playlets in which four actors provide different interpretations of Julius Caesar, "as a just
and humane man as seen by Caesar himself; as a great soldier and politician, as seen by the biographer
Plutarch; as a pompous tyrant, as portrayed by William Shakespeare; and as a disenchanted old man,
as portrayed by George Bernard Shaw" (WorldCat). Shortened version released for educational use by
Film Associates of California.

JULIUS CAESAR--AN INTRODUCTION; U.S. title (shortened version): JULIUS CAESAR--ACT |,
SCENE Il (B. H. E. Productions/Educational Foundation for Visual Aids, U.K., 1969). Series: New
Shakespeare. Released in the U.S. by Film Associates; shortened U.S. version released in 1971 by
BFA Educational Media as part of series Great Scenes from Shakespeare. Dir Peter Seabourne. Wrt
Richard J. Need. With Harold Innocent (Julius Caesar), Brian Spink (Mark Antony), Robert Flemyng
(Cassius), John Humphry (Brutus).

1 reel of 1, ca. 28 min, sd, color, 16mm. Prelinger Collection. (currently inaccessible).
1 reel of 1, ca. 7 min, sd, color, 16mm. Prelinger Collection. (currently inaccessible).
- 7 min. copy is shortened U.S. version.

Abbreviated version of the play in which "brief narrative bridges connect the performances of key scenes,
forming a compact and dramatic introduction to the play" (BFA 1984 Film/Video Catalog, p. 25). In the
U.S., the film was released in both full-length and shortened versions. Full-length version includes
excerpts from Act | Scene Il, Act Il Scene |, Act lll Scenes | & I, Act IV Scene lll, Act V Scenes lll & V.
(DVD, both versions - Phoenix Learning Group)

PLAY OF THE MONTH. JULIUS CAESAR (BBC, U.K., 4/13/1969). First U.S. broadcast: 6/17/1971,
NET Playhouse. Biography. Dir Alan Bridges. With Maurice Denham (Julius Caesar), Robert
Stephens (Mark Antony), Frank Finlay (Marcus Brutus), Edward Woodward (Caius Cassius), Ann Castle
(Portia), John Alderton (Octavius Caesar), Gwen Cherrell (Calphurnia).

2 videoreels of 2, ca. 120, sd, color, 2 in. PBS Collection. 374-10-09 & 374-10-10 (currently
inaccessible - requires preservation).

The first British TV production of the play in color was part of a series of eight Shakespeare works
produced for the BBC by Cedric Messina, later the driving force behind the much more ambitious project
known as The Shakespeare Plays (see below).

SHAW VERSUS SHAKESPEARE. PART I--THE CHARACTER OF CAESAR (Encyclopaedia Britannica
Educational Corp., 1970). Dir & Wrt John Barnes. With Donald Moffat (Bernard Shaw), Richard Kiley
(Julius Caesar), Suzanne Grossman (Cleopatra), Frances Sternhagen (Calpurnia), Sydney Walker
(Pothinus).



1 reel of 1, 31 min, sd, color, 16mm. Copyright Collection. FCA 6928.

1 reel of 1, ca. 31 min, sd, color, 16mm. American Archive of the Factual Film Collection. AAFF
16-0263.

1 reel of 1, ca. 31 min, sd, color, 16mm. Prelinger Collection. (currently inaccessible).

SHAW VERSUS SHAKESPEARE. PART II--THE TRAGEDY OF JULIUS CAESAR BY WILLIAM
SHAKESPEARE (Encyclopaedia Britannica Educational Corp., 1970). Dir & Wrt John Barnes. With
Donald Moffat (Bernard Shaw/Cassius), Richard Kiley (Julius Caesar), Donald Madden (Mark Antony),
Ernest Graves (Brutus).

1 reel of 1, 33 min, sd, color, 16mm. Copyright Collection. FCA 6929.

1 reel of 1, ca. 33 min, sd, color, 16mm. American Archive of the Factual Film Collection. AAFF
16-0239.

1 reel of 1, ca. 33 min, ad, color, 16mm. Prelinger Collection. (currently inaccessible).

SHAW VERSUS SHAKESPEARE. PART llI--CAESAR AND CLEOPATRA BY BERNARD SHAW
(Encyclopaedia Britannica Educational Corp., 1970). Dir & Wrt John Barnes. With Donald Moffat
(Bernard Shaw), Richard Kiley (Julius Caesar), Suzanne Grossman (Cleopatra), Frances Sternhagen
(Ftatateeta), Sydney Walker (Pothinus).

1 reel of 1, 31 min, sd, color, 16mm. Copyright Collection. FCA 6930.

1 reel of 1, ca. 31 min, sd, color, 16mm. American Archive of the Factual Film Collection. AAFF
12-4918.

1 reel of 1, ca. 31 min, sd, color, 16mm. Prelinger Collection. (currently inaccessible).

Three-part series which discusses the character of Julius Caesar as portrayed in Shakespeare’s The
Tragedy of Julius Caesar and George Bernard Shaw’s "Ceasar and Cleopatra," with Shaw acting as the
host and commentator. Part | compares the two treatments, while Parts Il & Il focus on the individual
plays. (DVD, from Encyclopaedia Britannica)

JULIUS CAESAR (Commonwealth United, U.K., 1970). Released in the U.S. by American International
Pictures. Dir Stuart Burge. Adapt Robert Furnival. With Charlton Heston (Mark Antony), Jason
Robards (Brutus), John Gielgud (Julius Caesar), Richard Johnson (Cassius), Robert Vaughn (Casca),
Richard Chamberlain (Octavius Caesar), Diana Rigg (Portia). Technicolor, Panavision.

2 videocassettes of 2, ca. 117 min, sd, color, 3/4 in. Copyright Collection. VBE 6711-6712.

3 reels of 3, ca. 117 min, sd, color, 16mm. Copyright Collection. FCB 6711-6712.

4 reels of 4, ca. 117 min, sd, color, 16mm. Dayton & Montgomery County Public Library (Ohio)
Collection. FCB 6351-6354.

-3/4 in. & FCB 6711-6712: pan & scan copies; FCB 6351-6354: letterboxed.

The film grew out of Stuart Burge’s experience in directing a BBC TV Julius Caesar (see above) and a
subsequent London stage production. The location scenes were filmed in Spain. The film “was
critically savaged on both sides of the Atlantic as reviewers warmed to their themes of bad acting, poor
casting, shabby sets, and school play costumes” (BUFVC Shakespeare database). (DVD)



JULIUS CAESAR (Realist Film Unit, U.K., 1971). Released in the U.S. in 1974 by International Film
Bureau as part of The Shakespeare Series. Dir Peter Seabourne. With Mark Kingston (Julius Caesar),
Susan Jameson (Calpurnia), David Fennell (Decius Brutus), Colin Farrell (Caius Cassius), Derrick Gilbert
(Marcus Brutus).

1 reel of 1, ca. 14 min, sd, color, 16mm. MacDonald (J. Fred and Leslie W.) Collection. FBC 8852.
- U.S. release print.

Excerpts from two scenes from Julius Caesar, Act Il Scene Il (Calpurnia persuades Caesar not to go to
the Senate) and Act IV Scene Il (quarrel between Brutus and Cassius), performed on an Elizabethan
stage and serving as an introduction to the play's theme and atmosphere.

THE SHAKESPEARE PLAYS. JULIUS CAESAR (BBC - Time Life Television, U.K./U.S., 2/11/1979,
BBC, 2/14/1979, PBS). Dir Herbert Wise. With Keith Michell (Marcus Antonius), Richard Pasco
(Marcus Brutus), Charles Gray (Julius Caesar), David Collings (Cassius), Virginia McKenna (Portia),
Elizabeth Spriggs (Calphurnia), Sam Dastor (Casca).

2 videocassettes of 2 (VHS), ca. 157 min, sd, color, 1/2 in. (collection undetermined). VAA 5130-5131.

The Shakespeare Plays, produced by BBC in partnership with Time-Life, is the most ambitious and
comprehensive attempt to date to bring Shakespeare to the small screen. Starting with Romeo and
Juliet in December 1978 and concluding in April 1985 with Titus Andronicus, the project presented 37
plays adapted and staged specifically for television. The American financial contribution, about
one-fourth of the total budget, was based on grants from Exxon Corp., Metropolitan Life Insurance Co.,
and Morgan Guaranty Trust Co. For a detailed history of the project, including its planning, production
and critical reception, see Susan Willis’s "The BBC Shakespeare Plays: Making the Televised Canon"
(Chapel Hill: University of North Carolina Press, 1991). Julius Caesar, the fourth play of the first season
in the U.K., opened the series in the U.S. (DVD - Ambrose Video)

THE COSBY SHOW. SHAKESPEARE (Carsey-Werner Co., in association with Bill Cosby/NBC,
10/22/1987). Dir Jay Sandrich. Wrt Matt Robinson. With Bill Cosby, Phylicia Rashad, Malcolm-Jamal
Warner, Tempestt Bledsoe, Keshia Knight Pulliam, Lisa Bonet, Earle Hyman, Roscoe Lee Browne,
Christopher Plummer.

1 videocassette of 1 (Digital Betacam), 30 min, sd, color, 1/2 in. Copyright Collection. VAM 1535.

Episode from the 4th season of the hugely popular sitcom centered around Dr. Heathcliff "Cliff" Huxtable
(Cosby), an obstetrician/gynecologist, his wife Clair (Rashad), a successful attorney, and their five
children, Sondra, Denise, Theo, Vanessa and Rudy. In Shakespeare, Theo (Warner) and his friend
Cockroach must study Julius Caesar for their history class, which prompts the family's dinner guests, two
college professors (Browne and Plummer) and Cliff's father (Hyman), to act out scenes from the play.

As a result, the boys come up with a "JC" rap number. (DVD - on The Cosby Show--Season 4)



KING JOHN

OMNIBUS. VIII, VOL. 3, A MIDWINTER NIGHT'S DREAM [Segment: King John] (Robert Saudek
Associates/NBC, 1/1/1961). Dir William A. Graham. Host Alistair Cooke. With (segment): Max
Helpmann (Hubert), Hayward Morse (Arthur).

1 videocassette of 1, 60 min, sd, b&w, 3/4 in. Wesleyan University Collection. VBE 2476.
- segment starts at 06:30; running time of segment: 9 min.

An episode of the cultural anthology series Omnibus consisting of a preview of the Lincoln Center for the
Performing Arts, then under construction and scheduled to be completed in 1964. Includes Act IV,
Scene | from The Life and Death of King John performed by players from the Stratford Festival Company.

KING LEAR

KING LEAR [Excerpts] (Vitagraph, 1909). Dir William V. Ranous. With Ranous (?) (Lear), Julia
Swayne Gordon (?) (Cordelia), Florence Auer (?), Florence Turner (?), Thomas Ince (?).

28 ft, si, b&w, 35mm. Copyright Collection. FEC 5067
- sample frames from 17 scenes; last item on reel [VITAGRAPH PAPER PRINT FRAGMENTS. NO. 13];
originally released in 960 ft.

LE ROI LEAR AU VILLAGE; U.S. title: A VILLAGE KING LEAR (Gaumont, France, 1911). Series: La
Vie telle qu'elle est. Released in the U.S. by George Kleine. Dir Louis Feuillade. With Renée Carl,
Alice Tissot, Henri Duval, Henri Gallet, Suzanne Grandais.

1 reel of 1, 399 ft, si, b&w, 16mm. Kleine (George) Collection. FLA 1901.

An early example of transposing the story of a Shakespeare play into a modern setting. A blind man
transfers his property to his two married daughters, both of whom mistreat and abandon him. As he is
contemplating suicide, his trusted servant, who was dismissed by the daughters, returns and takes him
home to live with her.



THE YIDDISH KING LEAR (Lear Pictures, 1935). Dir Harry Thomashefsky. Adapt Abraham Armband,
from the play by Jacob Gordin. With Maurice Krohner, Fannie Levenstein, Jacob Bergreen, Miriam
Grosman, Eddie Pascal, Morris Weisman, Jeannette Paskewich, Esther Adler.

2 videocassettes of 2, ca. 70 min, sd, b&w, 3/4 in. AFIl/American Jewish Historical Society Collection.
VBF 0439-0440.

8 reels of 8 on 4, ca. 70 min, sd, b&w, 35mm. AFl/Lewis (Philip S.) Collection. FGE 4889-4892.

- in Yiddish with English subtitles.

Derived from Shakespeare's King Lear and set in 1890's Russia, Gordin's play was first performed in
1892. The film version was based on the 1935 production by the Yiddish Drama Unit of the Federal
Theater Project. The title character is a devout Jewish patriarch (Krohner) who intends to retire to
Jerusalem, leaving his fortune to his three daughters (Grosman, Paskewich, Adler) and designating his
eldest son-in-law (Weisman) to administer the estate. When the latter withholds the money, the
patriarch returns, loses his eyesight and becomes a beggar. The happy ending sees the family
reconciled and a doctor pronouncing that Lear's eyesight could be restored with minor surgery.

TRUTH OR CONSEQUENCES. [1951-01-25] [Segment: Ad lib Shakespeare] (Ralph Edwards
Productions/CBS). With (segment) Rhys Williams (King Lear), Alan Mowbray (Fool).

1 videodisc of 1 (DVD-R), 26 min, sd, b&w, 4 3/4 in. Edwards (Ralph) Collection. DVC 2098.

1 reel of 1, 26 min, sd, b&w, 16mm. Edwards (Ralph) Collection. FCB 7555.

- third segment in show (starts at 13:00); running time of segment: 6 min; DVD-R includes three
additional episodes.

One of TV's longest running game shows had its origins in the popular radio series of the same name
hosted by Ralph Edwards, who hosted the TV show only during its first season (1950-51). The series
featured members of the studio audience participating in humorous stunts. In a segment from the Jan.
25, 1951 broadcast, an elderly female contestant is cast as Goneril and asked to improvise her lines in
response to the scripted text spoken by the actors playing King Lear and the Fool. The script includes
original language from the play.

OMNIBUS. Il, VOL. 2 [Segment: King Lear Rehearsal Sequence] (TV-Radio Workshop of the Ford
Foundation/CBS, 10/11/1953). Dir Bob Banner. Host Alistair Cooke.

*2 videocassettes of 2, ca. 90 min, sd, b&w, 3/4 in. Wesleyan University Collection. VBD 8279-8280.
- last segment on tape 2 (starts at 49:43); running time of segment: 5 min.

A glimpse of the rehearsal of King Lear (see below) with director Peter Brook, composer Virgil Thomson,
and Brook’s wife Natasha Parry in the role of Cordelia.



OMNIBUS. Il, VOL. 3, KING LEAR (TV-Radio Workshop of the Ford Foundation/CBS, 10/18/1953). Dir
Andrew McCullough. Staged by Peter Brook. Host Alistair Cooke. With Orson Welles (King Lear),
Natasha Parry (Cordelia), Arnold Moss (Duke of Albany), Bramwell Fletcher (Earl of Kent), David J.
Stewart (Oswald), Margaret Phillips (Regan), Beatrice Straight (Goneril), Alan Badel (Fool).

*1 videocassette of 1 (Digital Betacam), 90 min, sd, b&w, 1/2 in. Saudek (Robert) Collection. VBS
3171.

*2 videocassettes of 2, 90 min, sd, b&w, 3/4 in. Wesleyan University Collection. VBD 8281-8282.

*3 reels of 3, ca. 90 min, sd, b&w, 16mm. AFI/Wesleyan University Collection. FCA 8119-8121.

- 3/4 in. copy is out of sync from 30 min. to 60 min.

The 1953 production of King Lear was an ambitious endeavor: director Peter Brook was brought over
from London, Pulitzer-Prize-winning composer Virgil Thomson wrote the original score, and Orson Welles
made his U.S. TV debut in the title role. With Brook having reduced the play to 73 minutes by
eliminating subplots secondary to the king's downfall and madness, CBS opted not to interrupt the
program with commercial breaks. Welles, based in Ireland at the time, was saddled with a significant tax
debt so that a deal had to be negotiated with the U.S. government allowing him to come to New York to
work on the show. Observing the rehearsal, The New York Times (Oct. 18, 1953) noted that not once
did the actor, "famous on two continents for more self-esteem than humbleness, lose his temper or
threaten to have anyone ejected from the hall." Welles returned to the role of King Lear on the stage of
New York's non-profit City Center in January 1956 (see The Ed Sullivan Show below), and was about to
secure financing for a motion picture adaptation of the play at the time of his death in 1985. (DVD)

BROKEN LANCE (Twentieth Century-Fox, 1954). Dir Edward Dmytryk. Wrt Richard Murphy, based
on a story by Philip Yordan. With Spencer Tracy, Robert Wagner, Jean Peters, Richard Widmark, Katy
Jurado, Hugh O'Brian, Earl Holliman. CinemaScope.

11 reels of 11, ca. 96 min, sd, DeLuxe Color, 35mm. Copyright Collection. FGA 1554-1564.

A western set in the 1880's about a cattle baron (Tracy) whose empire is threatened by his three
weakling sons (Widmark, Holliman, O’Brian), resentful of their father's authoritarian ways and his
favoritism of their half-breed brother (Wagner). Frequently cited as a work inspired by King Lear, the film
bears only a tenuous relationship to Shakespeare's play. The screenplay was based on Philip Yordan's
script for the 1949 film House of Strangers, which, in turn, was based on Jerome Weidman's 1941 novel
"Il Never Go There Any More." (DVD)

THE ED SULLIVAN SHOW. [1956-02-05] [Segment: King Lear] (CBS). Dir John Wray. With
(segment) Orson Welles (King Lear), Ann Meecham (Cordelia).

*1 videocassette of 1 (Betacam SP), 59 min, sd, b&w, 1/2 in. Copyright Collection. VXE 2272.
- segment begins at 49:10; running time of segment: 5 min 45 sec.

Orson Welles appeared on The Ed Sullivan Show shortly after his troubled stage production of King Lear
at New York’s City Center had closed following only 21 performances. The production was plagued by a
host of problems topped by Welles’s ankle injury on the night before the premiere. This forced him to



perform the opening night with a cast, which caused an injury to his other ankle and confined him to a
wheelchair for the rest of the run.  On Sullivan’s show, the actor, in costume and makeup (a crutch is
visible when he greets the host), performs the speech from Act IV, Scene VII (“You do me wrong to take
me out 0’ the grave...”).

KING LEAR (Charles Deane Productions, U.K., 195?). Series: The World’s a Stage. Released in the
U.S. in 1958 by United World Films. Dir Charles Deane. With Michael Gwynn (Lear), Jonathan White
(Fool), Gordon Edwards (Kent).

1 reel of 1, ca. 13 min, sd, b&w, 16mm. Prelinger Collection. (currently inaccessible).

“Players of the Old Vic Repertory Company perform Act |, Scene |V, of Shakespeare’s King Lear,
dramatizing the tragedy of a father’s preference for one daughter who later turns on him in his hour of
need. Includes an introduction by Ronald Harwood.” (The National Union Catalog, 1958-1962, vol. 53,
p. 371). Not listed in any British source. Other entries in the series are dated 1953 and feature the
Young Vic Theatre Company.

KING LEAR--AN INTRODUCTION (Seabourne Enterprises - Anvil Film & Recording Group/Educational
Foundation for Visual Aids, U.K., 1970). Series: New Shakespeare. Released in the U.S. by
Bailey-Film Associates. Dir Peter Seabourne. With David Dodimead (Lear), Delena Kidd (Cordelia),
Jennie Goossens (Goneril), Jane Marsh (Regan), Glyn Houston, Dudley Jones.

1 reel of 1, ca. 28 min, sd, color, 16mm. American Archive of the Factual Film Collection. AAFF
12-5680.

1 reel of 1, ca. 28 min, sd, color, 16mm. Prelinger Collection. (currently inaccessible).

- U.S. release prints.

Abbreviated version of the play in which "brief narrative bridges connect the performances of key scenes,
forming a compact and dramatic introduction to the play" (BFA 1984 Film/Video Catalog, p. 25).

Included are excerpts from Act | Scene | & IV, Act Il Scene Il, Act IV Scene Il, and Act V Scene lll.  (DVD
- Phoenix Learning Group)

THE FEAST OF LANGUAGE. KING LEAR (WGBH-TV, 1971).

1 videoreel of 1, ca. 30 min, sd, color, 2in. PBS Collection. VUA 7754 (currently inaccessible -
requires preservation).

Program no. 6 in the series in which Brandeis University professor Alan Levitan interprets Shakespeare’s
works. “He discusses character development, and Shakespeare’s use of words to set the mood of the
play. Includes selected readings.” (WorldCat)



KING LEAR (Filmways - Athena Film - Laterna Film, U.K./Denmark, 1971). Released in the U.S. by
Altura Films International. Dir Peter Brook. With Paul Scofield (King Lear), Irene Worth (Goneril), Alan
Webb (Duke of Gloucester), Tom Fleming (Earl of Kent), Susan Engel (Regan), Anne-Lise Gabold
(Cordelia), Cyril Cusack (Duke of Albany), Patrick Magee (Duke of Cornwall), Jack MacGowran (Fool).

2 videocassettes of 2 (Betacam SP), ca. 137 min, sd, b&w, 1/2 in. Copyright Collection. VXB
6938-6939.

Theatrical feature based on Peter Brook's 1962 Royal Shakespeare Company production and inspired by
the writings of Polish theater critic Jan Kott, who likened Shakespeare's work to absurdist plays of
Samuel Beckett and Eugéne lonesco. Filmed in black & white, along the sand dunes and stormy seas
of northern Denmark, and relying on close-ups, zoom lenses, hand-held camera, and an absence of
music, the film received mixed reviews: within four weeks in late 1971, The New York Times called it
"Brook at his manic best" (Vicent Canby, Nov. 23, 1971) and "catastrophe and a scandal" (John Simon,
Dec 19, 1971). (VHS)

KOROL LIR. U.S. title: KING LEAR (Lenfilm, U.S.S.R., 1971). Released in the U.S. in 1975 by Artkino
Pictures. Dir & Wrt Grigori Kozintsev. With Juri Jarvet (King Lear), Elsa Radzin (Goneril), Galina
Volchek (Regan), Valentina Shendrikova (Cordelia), Oleg Dal (Fool), Karl Sebris (Gloucester), Leonhard
Merzin (Edgar). Sovscope.

1 videocassette of 1 (VHS), ca. 140 min, sd, b&w, 1/2 in. LC Purchase Collection. VAC 6170.
- in Russian with English subtitles; cropped & letterboxed.

As with Grigori Kozintsev's Hamlet (see above), this screen version of King Lear uses the Russian
translation of the play by novelist Boris Pasternak. The film was shaped by Kozintsev's staging of Lear
in 1941 at the Bolshoi Drama Theatre Maxim Gorky in Leningrad and his experiences during the
subsequent siege of the city by the German army (1941-1944).  Like its predecessor, King Lear was
shot in Estonia and scored by Dmitri Shostakovich. For further information, see Kozintsev's "King Lear,
the Space of Tragedy: the Diary of a Film Director" (Berkeley: University of California Press, 1977).
(DVD)

HARRY AND TONTO (Twentieth Century-Fox, 1974). Dir Paul Mazursky. Wrt Mazursky, Josh
Greenfeld. With Art Carney, Ellen Burstyn, Chief Dan George, Geraldine Fitzgerald, Larry Hagman,
Arthur Hunnicutt, Phil Bruns.

12 reels of 12 on 6, ca. 115 min, sd, DeLuxe Color, 35mm. Copyright Collection. FGC 8773-8778.

The story of King Lear displaced into modern-day America. After being evicted from a condemned New
York City apartment building, a retired teacher (Carney) embarks on a cross-country journey to visit his
two sons (Burns, Hagman) and a daughter (Burstyn). His feline traveling companion, Tonto,
"corresponds in loyalty to Cordelia and in proximity to Fool. The film offers another example of how
Shakespeare has been embedded in modern culture” (Kenneth S. Rothwell & Annabelle Henkin Melzer,
Shakespeare on Screen, p. 136). For his performance, Art Carney won the 1974 Academy Award for



Best Actor, beating out Dustin Hoffman (Lenny), Jack Nicholson (Chinatown), and Al Pacino (The
Godfather--Part Il). (DVD)

THEATER IN AMERICA. KING LEAR (WNET-TV/PBS, 2/20/1974). Dir Edwin Sherin. Host Hal
Holbrook. With James Earl Jones (King Lear), Rosalind Cash (Goneril), Lee Chamberlin (Cordelia),
Ellen Holly (Regan), Paul Sorvino (Gloucester), Raul Julia (Edmund), Douglass Watson (Kent), Robert
Stattel (Albany), Robert Lanchester (Cornwall), Rene Auberjonois (Edgar), Tom Aldredge (Fool).

3 videocassettes of 3 (VHS), 178 min, sd, color, 1/2 in. Copyright Collection. VAH 9553-9555.

A recording of the 1973 staging of King Lear in the open-air Delacorte Theater in New York City's Central
Park, produced for Joseph Papp's New York Shakespeare Festival and featuring an ethnically diverse

cast (Lear and his daughters are African-American, Gloucester is Italian-American, Edmund is Hispanic).
Broadcast as part of the PBS drama series showcasing the work of regional theaters in the U.S. (DVD)

EVENING AT SYMPHONY. [DAVIS: BERLIOZ & TIPPETT] (WGBH-TV, 1979).

1 videoreel of 1, ca. 90 min, sd, color, 2in. PBS Collection. 169-06-17 (currently inaccessible -
requires preservation).

Part of the Emmy Award-winning PBS series showcasing the performances of the Boston Symphony
Orchestra and its music director Seiji Ozawa. Broadcast features guest conductor Colin Davis leading
the BSO in the "King Lear Overture" by Hector Berlioz and "A Child of Our Time" by Michael Tippett.

The Berlioz piece (ca. 13 min) was composed in 1831 as a musical interpretation of the main themes and
characters of Shakespeare's play.

STAGES--HOUSEMAN DIRECTS LEAR (A. Pope Productions/Texture Films, 1981). Dir & Wrt
Amanda C. Pope. With David Schramm (Lear), Frances Conroy, Mary Lou Rosato, Patricia Hodges.

1 reel of 1, ca. 60 min, sd., color, 16mm. Copyright Collection. FDA 7081.

Follows John Houseman as he rehearses The Acting Company, a touring repertory company of young
players he co-founded in 1972, in a production of King Lear. Introduced by Jason Robards.

THE TRAGEDY OF KING LEAR (Bard Productions, 1982). Dir Alan Cooke. With Mike Kellin (King
Lear), Darryl Hickman (Earl of Kent), Charles Aidman (Earl of Gloucester), David Groh (Edmund), Gela
Jacobson (Goneril), Kitty Winn (Cordelia), Melora Marshall (Regan).

2 videocassettes of 2 (VHS), ca. 182 min, sd, color, 1/2 in. Copyright Collection. VAC 4598-4599.



From the direct-to-video series of nine Shakespeare plays produced by the California-based Bard
Productions and filmed "as seen in the 16th century" (original container). Helmed by experienced BBC
director Alan Cooke (Much Ado About Nothing - see below) and featuring U.S. actors known primarily for
their extensive TV work. (DVD)

THE DRESSER (World Film Services - Goldcrest, U.K., 1983). Released in the U.S. by Columbia
Pictures. Dir Peter Yates. Wrt Ronald Harwood, based on his play. With Albert Finney, Tom
Courtenay, Edward Fox, Zena Walker, Eileen Atkins, Michael Gough.

12 reels of 12 on 6, ca. 118 min, sd, color, 35mm. Copyright Collection. CGA 1262-1267.

"Indisputably one of the best films ever made about theatre" (Variety, Nov. 16, 1983), this story about a
group of traveling players touring provincial Britain during World War Il was adapted for the screen by
Ronald Harwood from his own play, which in turn was based on the career of legendary Shakespearean
actor Donald Wolfit (1902-1968), for whom Harwood had worked as a dresser. Albert Finney's character,
a spoiled and moody tyrant referred to only as "Sir" in the film, appears on stage as King Lear, quotes
Macbeth from his hospital bed, and is also seen in the death scene from Othello. Tom Courtenay is Sir's
personal assistant and confidant, the Fool to Finney's King. (DVD)

KING LEAR (Granada TV, U.K., 3/4/1983). First U.S. broadcast: 1/26/1984, Mobil Showcase Network
(syndicated). Dir Michael Elliott. With Laurence Olivier (Lear), Anna Calder-Mashal (Cordelia), Leo
McKern (Earl of Gloucester), John Hurt (Fool), David Threlfall (Edgar/Tom O’Bedlam), Dorothy Tutin
(Goneril), Diana Rigg (Regan), Robert Lang (Duke of Albany), Jeremy Kemp (Duke of Cornwall), Brian
Cox (Duke of Burgundy), Colin Blakely (Earl of Kent).

4 videocassettes of 4, 180 min, sd, color, 3/4 in. Granada TV Collection. VBC 0692-0695.

One of the few television adaptations of Shakespeare not based on a prior stage production, Granada
TV's King Lear provided Laurence Olivier, unable to appear on stage for some years due to ill health, with
an opportunity to play the title role for the first time since 1946, when he starred as Lear at the Old Vic
(with Alec Guinness as the Fool). The 1983 production is extremely faithful to the original text - only
three scenes have been cut entirely. It was taped in a Manchester studio on sets representing 9th
century England and including a replica of the druidic ruins at Stonehenge. Not surprisingly, considering
Olivier's stature and advanced age, the reviews primarily focused on his performance. In the article
"The Sweetness of Age" (Times Literary Supplement, Apr. 8, 1983), Stanley Wells summed it up: "It is
good that he [Olivier] has been given this late chance to demonstrate, to a new generation and in a new
medium, his technical and interpretative genius in a great Shakespearean role." (DVD)

RAN (Greenwich Film Production - Herald Ace - Nippon Herald Films, France/Japan, 1985). Released
in the U.S. by Orion Classics. Dir Akira Kurosawa. Wrt Kurosawa, Hideo Oguni, Masato Ide. With
Tatsuya Nakadai, Akira Terao, Jinpachi Nezu, Daisuke Ryu, Mieko Harada, Yoshiko Miyazaki, Kazuo
Kato.



2 videocassettes of 2 (VHS), ca. 160 min, sd, color, 1/2 in. Copyright Collection. VAG 5716-5717.
17 reels of 17 on 9, ca. 160 min, sd, color, 35mm. Copyright Collection. CGA 8290-8298.
- VHS: in Japanese with French subtitles; 35mm: in Japanese with English subtitles.

Although not a direct adaptation of King Lear, Kurosawa's film incorporates numerous elements from the
play. ltis setin 16th-century Japan and the three daughters have been replaced by sons in keeping
with the period's patriarchal tradition. The inspiration for the film's main characters came from historical
figures from the tumultuous Sengoku era, namely warlord Motonari Mori and his three sons. The latter
were celebrated for their filial loyalty, but Kurosawa speculated what the story might be like if the sons
had been bad. According to the director as quoted in The New York Times (Dec. 15, 1985), "it was only
after | was well into writing the script about these imaginary unfilial sons of the Mori clan that the
similarities to Lear occurred to me." The main addition to the play was the old warlord's vindictive
daughter-in-law (Harada), who "combines the qualities of Regan and Goneril with all the accumulated evil
of Lady Macbeth, Edmund and lago." (Peter Girilli, ibid.) (DVD)

AMERICAN STORYTELLING. VOL. 4 [Segment: Grass Cape] (Storytel Enterprises/H. W. Wilson Co.,
1986). Dir David Brownstein. Host David Holt. With (segment) Jon Spelman (Storyteller).

1 videocassette of 1 (VHS), 32 min, sd, color, 1/2 in. Copyright Collection. VAD 4611.
- first half of tape; running time of segment: 15 min.

Part of the 8-volume video series presenting 21 stories as told by some of America's best-known
storytellers. Vol. 4 includes two tales, the first of which, "Grass Cape," is a combination of elements from
King Lear and "Cinderella" - "old man loses daughter who loves him, and neglected girl wins prince"
(viewer's guide). (VHS)

KING LEAR (Cannon, 1987). Dir & Wrt Jean-Luc Godard. With Burgess Meredith, Peter Sellars, Molly
Ringwald, Godard, Woody Allen, Norman Mailer.

10 reels of 10 on 5, ca. 90 min, sd, color, 35mm. Copyright Collection. CGA 8587-8591.
10 reels of 10 on 5, ca. 90 min, sd, color, 35mm. Copyright Collection. CGD 0774-0778.

Sidestepping the play, its structure, and the conventions of narrative cinema, Godard's King Lear is a
collage of disconnected images, words and sound effects (labeled, in the film's subtitle, as "a study, an
approach, a clearing") built around the characters of William Shakespeare the Fifth (Sellars), who is trying
to reconstruct his ancestor's work (destroyed, along with all other works of art, in the Chernobyl nuclear
disaster), and Don Learo (Meredith), an ageing Mafia boss dictating his memoirs to his daughter Cordelia
(Ringwald). (VHS)

THE SOUTH BANK SHOW. NO. 80356 (London Weekend Television/ITV, U.K., 11/1/1987). First U.S.
broadcast: 3/24/1988, Bravo. Dir Chris Hunt. Host Melvyn Bragg. With (National Theatre production)
Anthony Hopkins (Lear), Suzanne Bertish (Regan), Michael Bryant (Earl of Gloucester), Ken Drury (Duke



of Albany), Miranda Foster (Cordelia); (Nahum Tate version) Graham Crowden (Lear), Angela Down
(Cordelia), Peter Eyre (Edgar), Clive Swift (Earl of Gloucester).

1 videocassette of 1, 53 min, sd, color, 3/4 in. LC Purchase Collection (from LWT). VBH 0451.

Follows the rehearsals for the National Theatre production of King Lear staged by David Hare with
Anthony Hopkins in the title role. Hare, Hopkins, Peter Brook, Jonathan Miller, and Eric Fried discuss
various approaches to the play, the characters of Lear and Gloucester, and the choice of period and
setting. Includes fragments from several screen versions of Lear (Paul Scofield/Brook, Grigori Kozintsev,
Michael Hordern/Miller, Laurence Olivier, Akira Kurosawa's Ran), and the staging of the happy-ending
finale from Nahum Tate's 1681 rewrite.

JUST SHOOT ME! KING LEAR JET (Brillstein-Grey Communications - Steven Levitan Productions -
Columbia Pictures Television/NBC, 11/11/1997). Dir Lee Shallat Chemel. Wrt Danny Zuker. With
Laura San Giacomo, George Segal, Wendie Malick, Enrico Colantoni, David Spade.

1 videocassette of 1, 22 min, sd, color, 3/4 in. Copyright Collection. VBO 8295.

Episode from the second season of the successful sitcom set in the New York offices of the fashion
magazine "Blush." The plot is modeled on Shakespeare's play: the magazine's publisher (Segal) has
two tickets to a London performance of King Lear, but when he is forced to cancel the trip, he gives the
tickets, and the opportunity to fly to London on the company's jet, to his two employees (Malick,
Colantoni), who woo him with false flattery, and not to his journalist daughter (San Giacomo), a true
Shakespeare fan. (DVD - on Just Shoot Me!--Seasons One and Two)

A THOUSAND ACRES (Via Rosa Productions - Prairie Films, in association with Beacon Pictures and
Propaganda Films/Buena Vista, 1997). Dir Jocelyn Moorhouse. Wrt Laura Jones, based on the novel
by Jane Smiley. With Michelle Pfeiffer, Jessica Lange, Jason Robards, Jennifer Jason Leigh, Colin Firth,
Keith Carradine, Kevin Anderson.

1 videodisc of 1 (laser), ca. 105 min, sd, color, 12 in. LC Purchase Collection. DAA 3595.
12 reels of 12 on 6, ca. 105 min, sd, color, 35mm. Copyright Collection. CGC 8050-8055.

Screen adaptation of Jane Smiley’s 1991 Pulitzer Prize-winning novel, itself a modern rendition of King.
Lear relating the story from the daughters’ point-of-view. In the American Midwest, a widower (Robards)
deeds the family farm to his three daughters, two of whom (Pfeiffer, Lange) live nearby with husbands
(Anderson, Carradine) who are also farmers, while the third (Leigh) is a big city lawyer. When the latter
voices reservations about the old patriarch’s plan, he bitterly disowns her and transfers the land to the
other two. (DVD)

KING LEAR (Chestermead for BBC and WGBH, U.K./U.S., 3/21/1998, BBC, 10/11/1998, PBS, Mobil
Masterpiece Theatre). Dir & Adapt Richard Eyre. With lan Holm (Lear), Timothy West (Earl of
Gloucester), Barbara Flynn (Goneril), Amanda Redman (Regan), Michael Bryant (Fool), David Burke



(Earl of Kent), Paul Rhys (Edgar, later disguised as Tom o'Bedlam), Finbar Lynch (Edmund), Victoria
Hamilton (Cordelia), David Lyon (Duke of Albany), Michael Simkins (Duke of Cornwall).

2 videocassettes of ? (inc.), 90 min, sd, color, 3/4 in. LC Off-Air Taping Collection. VBP 1491-1492.
- last 60 min. not taped (copy ends with Gloucester’s blinding).

TV adaptation of Richard Eyre's 1997 production for the Royal National Theatre. For his performance,
lan Holm received the London Critics' Circle Award, the Evening Standard Award, and the Laurence
Olivier Award. (DVD)

KING OF TEXAS (Hallmark Entertainment/TNT, 6/2/2002). Dir Uli Edel. Wrt Stephen Harrigan. With
Patrick Stewart, Marcia Gay Harden, Lauren Holly, Colm Meaney, David Alan Grier, Steven Bauer,
Patrick Bergin, Julie Cox, Roy Scheider.

2 videocassettes of 2 (Betacam SP), ca. 120 min, sd, color, 1/2 in. Copyright Collection. VXC
7584-7585 (NOS as of 11/2007).

Patrick Stewart shared the executive producer credit on this made-for-TV western set in 1840's Texas.

A tyrannical rancher, John Lear (Stewart), challenges his three daughters (Harden, Holly, Cox) to prove
their love for him before he divides up his fortune. The youngest rejects the gift and is banished from the
family, but later takes her father in when he is betrayed by the other two. Filmed in Mexico. (DVD)

LOVE'S LABOUR'S LOST

THE FEAST OF LANGUAGE. LOVE'S LABOUR’'S LOST (WGBH, 1971).

1 videoreel of 1, ca. 30 min, sd, color, 2in. PBS Collection. VUA 7751 (currently inaccessible -
requires preservation).

Program no. 3 in the series in which Brandeis University professor Alan Levitan interprets Shakespeare’s
works. “He discusses character development, and Shakespeare’s use of words to set the mood of the
play. Includes selected readings.” (WorldCat)

LOVE'S LABOUR'S LOST (Shakespeare Film Co./Pathé Distribution, U.K., 2000). Released in the U.S.
by Miramax Films. Dir & Wrt Kenneth Branagh. With Branagh (Berowne), Nathan Lane (Costard),
Adrian Lester (Dumaine), Matthew Lillard (Longaville), Natascha McElhone (Rosaline), Alessandro Nivola
(King), Alicia Silverstone (Princess), Timothy Spall (Don Armado), Carmen Ejogo (Maria), Emily Mortimer
(Katherine).

12 reels of 12 on 6, ca. 93 min, sd, color, Panavision, 35mm. Copyright Collection. CGD 1782-1787.



Shakespeare's play adapted in the tradition of classic Hollywood musicals and transposed to England on
the eve of World War Il.  Only about one quarter of the original text remains, while the rest is taken up by
musical numbers set to the tunes of George Gershwin, Jerome Kern, Cole Porter, and Irving Berlin, and
fake black & white newsreel footage bridging the gaps in the plot.

MACBETH

DUEL SCENE FROM “MACBETH” (American Mutoscope & Biograph Co., 1905). Camera G. W.
Bitzer.

1 reel of 1, 21 ft, si, b&w, 16mm. Paper Print Collection. FLA 4591.

Three men in kilts duel in front of a painted backdrop. One of the earliest screen depictions of
Shakespeare’s work. (DVD - on Kino Video’s Othello)

MACBETH--SHAKESPEARE'S SUBLIME TRAGEDY [Excerpts] (Vitagraph, 1908). Dir William V.
Ranous (?). With Ranous (Macbeth), Miss Carver (Lady Macbeth) , Paul Panzer (Macduff), Charles
Kent (?) (Banquo).

53 ft, si, b&w, 35mm. Copyright Collection. FEC 5060.
- sample frames from 17 scenes; second item on reel [VITAGRAPH PAPER PRINT FRAGMENTS. NO.
8]; originally released in 835 ft.

MACBETH (Cines, Italy, 1909). Released in the U.S. by Film Import and Trading Co. Dir. Mario
Caserini. With Dante Capelli (Macbeth), Maria Caserini Gasperini (Lady Macbeth).

2reelsof2on1, 1428ft, si, b&w, 35mm. AFIl/Gosfilmofond Collection. FGE 9969.
2reelsof 2, 1428 ft, si, b&w, 35mm. AFI/Gosfilmofond Collection. FEA 4251-4252.
- both copies with Russian intertitles (English translation in clippings file).

As is the case with most Italian adaptations of Shakespeare, director Mario Caserini (working here with
his wife, actress Maria Gasperini), presents Macbeth as a historical spectacle, with elaborate sets,
backgrounds and crowd scenes. The film limits Macbeth’s second encounter with the witches to their
warning about Macduff, thereby eliminating the trademark scene of Birnam Wood coming to Dunsinane.

MACBETH (Film d'Art/Pathé, France, 1909). Released in the U.S. in 1910. Dir André Calmettes.
With Paul Mounet (Macbeth), Jeanne Delvair (Lady Macbeth).



1 reel of 1 (inc.), 439 ft, si, b&w, 35mm. Romano (Timothy) Collection. FEC 2042.
- U.S. release version; about half of footage missing (compare with description in Ball, p. 92-95).

The first Shakespeare film made by the French company Film d’Art, established in 1907 by Charles
Pathé with the goal of producing screen adaptations of classic novels and plays with stars of the theater
both in front and behind the camera. In Macbeth, the two leads were borrowed from the Comédie
Francaise.

WE WORK AGAIN (Pathé News for the Works Progress Administration, 1937). With (Macbeth segment)
Jack Carter (Macbeth), Maurice Ellis (Macduff), Eric Burroughs (Hecate).

1 videodisc of 1 (DVD), 15 min, sd, b&w, 4 3/4 in. National Film Preservation Foundation Collection.
DVA 5260.

1 videodisc of 1 (DVD), 15 min, sd, b&w, 4 3/4 in. National Film Preservation Foundation Collection.
DVA 5300.

1 videodisc of 1 (DVD), 15 min, sd, b&w, 4 3/4 in. National Film Preservation Foundation Collection.
DVA 5400.

1 videodisc of 1 (DVD), 15 min, sd, b&w, 4 3/4 in. Copyright Collection. DVA 0933.

1 videodisc of 1 (DVD), 15 min, sd, b&w, 4 3/4 in. (collection undetermined). DVA 0937.

- all copies are on disc 3 of Treasures from American Film Archives--50 Preserved Films.

Short documentary on the Works Progress Administration's job training programs for African Americans
which includes the only surviving footage (4 min) of Orson Welles's staging of Macbeth for the Federal
Theatre Project. Often referred to as the “Voodoo Macbeth,” the production, which opened at Harlem's
Lafayette Theater on April 14, 1936, had an all-black cast and was set in 19th century Haiti. The film
shows the play's Birnam Wood finale and Macbeth's slaying by Macduff. (DVD - on Treasures from
American Film Archives--50 Preserved Films)

MACBETH (Theatrecraft, Ltd./Twentieth Century-Fox, U.K., 1945). Series: Famous Scenes from
Shakespeare. Released in the U.S. in 1946 by British Information Services & Eastin Pictures Co. Dir
Henry Cass. With Wilfrid Lawson (Macbeth), Cathleen Nesbitt (Lady Macbeth), Felix Aylmer (Doctor).

1 reel of 1, ca. 16 min, sd, b&w, 16mm. American Archive of Factual Film Collection. AAFF 8-0387.
1 reel of 1, ca. 16 min, sd, b&w, 16mm. MacDonald (J. Fred and Leslie W.) Collection. MCD Z-1C.
1 reel of 1, ca. 16 min, sd, b&w, 16mm. Prelinger Collection. (currently inaccessible).

Educational short consisting of the murder of Duncan (Act Il Scene Il) and the sleepwalking scene (Act V
Scene |).



MACBETH (Republic, 1948). Dir & Adapt Orson Welles. With Welles (Macbeth), Jeanette Nolan (Lady
Macbeth), Dan O'Herlihy (Macduff), Roddy McDowall (Malcolm), Edgar Barrier (Banquo), Alan Napier
(Holy Father), Erskine Sanford (Duncan), John Dierkes (Ross).

1 videodisc of 1 (laser), ca. 112 min, sd, b&w, 12 in. LC Purchase Collection. DAA 2898.
- restored version.

Welles’s second stage production of Macbeth ran for only four days in Salt Lake City, Utah, and was
conceived as a rehearsal for the filming of the play. The adaptation’s key intervention was the
introduction of a new character, Holy Father, some of whose lines were borrowed from the play's minor
characters omitted from the film. Following disastrous previews in October 1948, Republic withdrew the
picture from distribution and charged associate producer Richard Wilson with its re-editing and
re-recording (complaints were primarily directed at the heavy Scottish dialect). The truncated version
(86 min) was released in September 1950. In 1980, the cut footage and original soundtrack were
restored by the UCLA Film & TV Archive and The Folger Shakespeare Library. (VHS)

KRAFT TELEVISION THEATRE. MACBETH (NBC, 5/10/1950). With E.G. Marshall (Macbeth), Uta
Hagen (Lady Macbeth), Chester Stratton (Macduff), Philip Huston (Banquo), Philip Faversham (Ross).

1 videocassette of 1, 60 min, ad, b&w, 3/4 in. NBC TV Collection. VBE 6513.

This condensed version of Macbeth was part of the prestigious and long-running (1947-58) drama series
underwritten by the Kraft Foods company (the proceedings at Macbeth’s castle were interrupted twice by
cheese commercials). The title role is played by E. G. Marshall, a prolific film and TV character actor
probably best remembered as one of the 12 Angry Men in the 1957 movie with Henry Fonda, while Lady
Macbeth is portrayed by the renowned stage actress and acting instructor Uta Hagen. The NBC
broadcast competed for an audience with What’s My Line?, horse races in Yonkers, and a wrestling
match, all of which were transmitted at the same time by other stations.

MACBETH (Unusual Films, 1951). Dir Katherine Stenholm. With Bob Jones, Jr. (Macbeth), Barbara
Hudson Sowers (Lady Macbeth), David Yearick (Macduff), George Galstad (Malcolm), Gordon Peters
(Banquo), Bob Jones Il (Fleance).

1 reel of 1, ca. 78 min, sd, color, 16mm. American Archive of the Factual Film Collection. AAFF
16-0144.

Feature film intended for educational use (high school and college level). Produced by the motion
picture division of Bob Jones University, an evangelical Christian college in Greenville, South Carolina,
with a cast made up of students and faculty of the School of Fine Arts and headed by university president
Bob Jones, Jr. "An abbreviated but nevertheless ambitious production" (Kenneth S. Rothwell &
Annabelle Henkin Melzer, Shakespeare on Screen, p. 153) which treats Macbeth as "a kind of morality
play" (ibid.) In 1993, the University produced another screen adaptation of the play with Bob Jones Il in
the title role.



LE RIDEAU ROUGE. Also known as: LES ROIS D'UNE NUIT (Cinéphonic - Gaumont -
S.G.G.C./Gaumont, France, 1952). Dir André Barsacq. Wrt Barsacq, Jean Anouilh. With Michel
Simon, Pierre Brasseur, Monelle Valentin, Noél Roquevert, Jean Brochard, Olivier Hussenot.

1 videocassette of 1 (VHS), ca. 84 min, sd, b&w, 1/2 in. Copyright Collection. VAH 2678.
- in French (no subtitles).

A whodunit constructed around a performance of Macbeth and mirroring the play’s characters’
relationships. In a theater in Paris, a tyrannical director, Bertal (Simon), is murdered on the eve of the
premiere. The police inspector in charge of the investigation (Brochard) allows the performance to go on
as he assembles the pieces of the puzzle and questions the suspects. These include Sigurd
(Roquevert), an old actor who was often insulted by Bertal, Ludovic Arn (Brasseur), the weak-willed
leading man, and Aurélia Nobli (Valentin), an actress and drug addict involved with both Bertal and Arn.
The working title of the film was Ce Soir on Joue Macbeth. Never released in the U.S.

NBC OPERA THEATRE. SCENES FROM MACBETH (NBC, 11/28/1953). Dir John Bloch. Adapt
Giovanni Cardelli. With Warren Galjour (Macbeth), Patricia Neway (Lady Macbeth), Lee Case (Banquo),
William Boehm (Macduff), Robert Holland (Fleance).

3 reels of 3, ca. 90 min, sd, b&w, 16mm (kinescope negatives). NBC TV Collection. FSA 4340-4342 &
FSA 4343-4345 (currently inaccessible - requires preservation).

Scenes from the 1847 opera by Giuseppe Verdi which follows Shakespeare’s play fairly closely. As
adapted and translated into English by Giovanni Cardelli, a large part of the libretto is in Shakespeare’s
own words.

HALLMARK HALL OF FAME. MACBETH (A Maurice Evans Production in cooperation with NBC,
11/28/1954). Dir George Schaefer. Adapt Maurice Evans. With Evans (Macbeth), Judith Anderson
(Lady Macbeth), Staats Cotsworth (Banquo), Richard Waring (Macduff), House Jameson (Duncan),
Roger Hamilton (Malcolm), Guy Sorel (Ross).

2 videocassettes of 2 (Digital Betacam), 120 min, sd, b&w, 1/2in. NBC TV Collection. VBS
3506-3507.

4 reels of 4 on 2, ca. 120 min, sd, b&w, 16mm. NBC TV Collection. FDA 9427-9428.

- originally broadcast in color.

The third Hallmark Hall of Fame adaptation of Shakespeare to star Maurice Evans (following Hamlet and
Richard Il) and the first to be broadcast in color. Evans chose the play for his third TV appearance
because "99 per cent of the mail that followed 'King Richard II' requested it" (NBC press release, Nov. 17,
1954). The three leads (Evans, Anderson, Cotsworth) repeated their roles from the successful
Broadway production of Macbeth, which opened at New York's National Theatre less than a month
before the attack on Pearl Harbor. Writing for the "Shakespeare Quarterly" in 1955 (Vol. 6, No. 1), Alice
Griffin noted that "the hero of the play seemed more pathetic than tragic,” but that "in the acting of Judith
Anderson, the NBC Shakespearean series achieved for the first time the sense of high tragedy"



(Anderson won an Emmy Award for her performance). As to the color (only black & white kinescopes
survive), the reactions were mixed: for Variety (Dec. 1, 1954), "the addition of the color dimension
extended the scope and the mood of the tragedy," while Jack Gould, reviewing the broadcast in The New
York Times (Nov, 29, 1954), indicated that "the restless camera work imposed lighting problems beyond
color TV's grasp at the moment.” In 1960, Evans and Anderson returned to Macbeth in another screen
adaptation by George Schaefer (see below). (VHS)

SHAKESPEARE ON TV. SERIES Ill, NO. 40, MACBETH--CONTINUED (University of Southern
California - KNXT-TV, 1955).

1 reel of 1, 40 min, sd, b&w, 16mm (kinescope positive). PBS Collection. F19029 (currently
inaccessible - requires preservation).

The second of three programs on Macbeth presented as part of the third series of lectures on
Shakespeare by Dr. Frank C. Baxter, professor of English at the University of Southern California. The
series was originally broadcast on CBS station KNXT, Los Angeles, as a USC course starting in the fall of
1953. In 1956, all three seasons (47 programs) were picked up for national distribution by the
Educational Television and Radio Center (later NET). In Macbeth--Continued, "Dr. Baxter presents an
excellent analysis of the characters of two of the most forceful personalities in English literature - Lord
and Lady Macbeth. The difference between the two, as Dr. Baxter sees them, is that Macbeth has a
deep and vivid imagination that envisions consequences and Lady Macbeth strikes out opportunistically,
unhampered by qualms of conscience or by the vision of what may come thereafter" (NET files).

KUMONOSU-JO. U.S. title: THRONE OF BLOOD (Toho, Japan, 1957). Released in the U.S. in 1961
by Brandon Films. Dir Akira Kurosawa. Wrt Hideo Oguni, Shinobu Hashimoto, Ryuzo Kikushima,
Kurosawa. W.ith Toshiro Mifune, Isuzu Yamada, Takashi Shimura, Akira Kubo, Yoichi Tachikawa,
Minoru Chiaki.

1 videodisc of 1 (laser), ca. 110 min, sd, b&w, 12 in. LC Purchase Collection. DAA 2762.
3 reels of 3, ca. 110 min, sd, b&w, 16mm. Copyright Collection. FCB 2656-2658.
- in Japanese with English subtitles.

Akira Kurosawa had originally planned to adapt Macbeth for the screen in the late 1940's, only to shelve
the idea following the release of Orson Welles's film (see above). Without acknowledging its source in
the credits, Throne of Blood is a richly visual adaptation of the play set among the warlords of medevial

Japan and incorporating elements of the classic Noh drama. (DVD)

FORD STARTIME. STARTIME TALENT SCOUTS [Segment: Sleepwalking Scene from Macbeth]
(Impa, in association with Hubbell Robinson Productions/NBC, 2/23/1960). Dir Grey Lockwood. Wrt
George Foster. With (segment): Colleen Dewhurst (Lady Macbeth).

2 reels of 2, ca. 60 min, sd, b&w, 16mm (kinescope negatives). NBC TV Collection. FSA 3861-3862 &
FSA 3863-3864 (currently inaccessible - requires preservation).



Episode from the short-lived anthology series sponsored by the Ford Motor Co. Includes the
sleepwalking scene from Macbeth performed by Colleen Dewhurst, introduced on the program by Joan
Crawford.

MACBETH (Associated-Rediffusion/ITV, U.K., 3/9/1960 to 3/23/1960). First U.S. broadcast: 2/7/1964,
WNDT, New York City (NET), Festival of the Arts. Dir Roger Jenkins. With William Devlin (Macbeth),
Mary Morris (Lady Macbeth), Bernard Kay (Macduff), Gabriel Woolf (Malcolm), Joseph O'Conor
(Banquo).

2 reels of 2, ca. 95 min, sd, b&w, 16mm (kinescope positive). PBS Collection. F15756-15757
(currently inaccessible - requires preservation)

TV adaptation produced for schools and broadcast in the U.K. as the final three episodes (27 min. each)
of The Terrible Choice, an eight-part series "examining the conflict between good and evil in medieval
and Elizabethan drama" (BUFVC Shakespeare Database). Originally filmed in 1958 for
Associated-Rediffusion's 9-part educational series Producing Macbeth. Includes an introduction by
Michael Hawkins. Televised in the U.S. as a single prime-time program.

MACBETH (Grand Prize Films/British Lion, U.K., 1961). Released in the U.S. in 1963 by Prominent
Films. Dir George Schaefer. With Maurice Evans (Macbeth), Judith Anderson (Lady Macbeth),
Michael Hordern (Banquo), lan Bannen (Macduff), Felix Aylmer (Doctor), Malcolm Keen (Duncan),
Jeremy Brett (Malcolm).

3 reels of 3, ca. 108 min, sd, color, 16mm. Dayton & Montgomery County Public Library (Ohio)
Collection. FDB 2163-2165.

Although conceived as a theatrical feature and shot on 35mm Technicolor stock, Maurice Evans's second
screen apearance as Macbeth had its premiere as an NBC TV broadcast in the Hallmark Hall of Fame
series (Nov. 20, 1960). Budgeted at nearly $1 million, of which about half was covered by Hallmark, the
film was produced through a British company using a local crew, including cinematographer Freddie
Young (Lawrence of Arabia, Ryan's Daughter) and composer Richard Addinsell (Gaslight, Under
Capricorn). Intent on filming on location in Scotland, George Schaefer initially wanted to use Cawdor
Castle, the play's original setting, but found that "people are living there now and they have modernized it,
complete with fancy windows, central heating and telephone lines and modern roads outside the gates"
(TV Guide, Nov. 19-25, 1960). He eventually settled on Hermitage Castle, outside of the Highlands
region, and had to shoot the scene of Birnam Wood advancing on Dunsinane at three different locations.
The full-length version (108 min. versus the 80 min. TV version) opened theatrically in England in 1961.
The film received a limited U.S. release two years later and then had an extended second life as a staple
of 16mm collections in public libraries. (VHS)



MACBETH. PART I--THE POLITICS OF POWER (Encyclopaedia Britannica Films, 1964). Dir & Wrt
Douglas Campbell, John Barnes. With William Squire (Macbeth), Duncan Lamont (Macduff), George
Hagan (Banquo), Michael Gwynn (Duncan).

1 reel of 1, ca. 28 min, sd, b&w, 16mm. Copyright Collection. FCA 2975.
1 reel of 1, ca. 28 min, sd, color, 16mm. Prelinger Collection. (currently inaccessible).

MACBETH. PART Il--THE THEMES OF MACBETH (Encyclopaedia Britannica Films, 1964). Dir & Wrt
Douglas Campbell, John Barnes. With William Squire (Macbeth), Gudrun Ure (Lady Macbeth), Duncan
Lamont (Macduff), George Hagan (Banquo), Michael Gwynn (Duncan).

1 reel of 1, ca. 28 min, sd, b&w, 16mm. Copyright Collection. FCA 2976.
1 reel of 1, ca. 28 min, sd, color, 16mm. Prelinger Collection. (currently inaccessible).

MACBETH. PART lll--THE SECRET'ST MAN (Encyclopaedia Britannica Films, 1964). Dir & Wrt
Douglas Campbell, John Barnes. With William Squire (Macbeth), Gudrun Ure (Lady Macbeth), Duncan
Lamont (Macduff), George Hagan (Banquo), Michael Gwynn (Duncan).

1 reel of 1, ca. 33 min, sd, color, 16mm. Public Library of Cincinnati and Hamilton County Collection.
FCB 7038.

1 reel of 1, ca. 33 min, sd, b&w, 16mm. Copyright Collection. FCA 2977.

1 reel of 1, ca. 33 min, sd, color, 16mm. Prelinger Collection. (currently inaccessible).

Educational series in which director Douglas Campbell discusses his interpretation of the play, its
characters and themes. Filmed in England. (DVD - Encyclopaedia Britannica)

MACBETH--ACT |, SCENE VII (Anvil Film & Recording Group, U.K., 1970). Released in the U.S. in
1971 by BFA Educational Media as part of series Great Scenes from Shakespeare. Dir Peter
Seabourne. With Roy Marsden (Macbeth), Madeline Blakeney (Lady Macbeth).

1 reel of 1, ca. 8 min, sd, color, 16mm. American Archive of Factual Film Collection. AAFF 4-5864.
1 reel of 1, ca. 8 min, sd, color, 16mm. Prelinger Collection. (currently inaccessible).
- U.S. release print.

The complete Act | Scene VII with the actors performing "[...] in authentically splendid costumes on a
stage patterned after Elizabethan theaters." (BFA 1984 Film/Video Catalog, p. 23). (DVD - Phoenix
Learning Group)

MACBETH (Playboy Productions - Caliban Films/Columbia, U.S./U.K., 1971). Dir Roman Polanski.
Wrt Polanski, Kenneth Tynan. With Jon Finch (Macbeth), Francesca Annis (Lady Macbeth), Martin
Shaw (Banquo), Terence Bayler (Macduff), John Stride (Ross), Nicholas Selby (Duncan).

1 videodisc of 1 (laser), ca. 140 min, sd, color, 12 in. LC Purchase Collection. DAA 0542.
16 reels of 16 on 8, ca. 140 min, sd, Technicolor, Todd-AO, 35mm. Copyright Collection. FGC 6779-



6786.

Roman Polanski's first feature since the brutal murder of his wife Sharon Tate, a fact often referred to by
reviewers and scholars when discussing the film's fatalism, violence and nudity, and the first production
of Playboy magazine owner Hugh Hefner's film company. Notwithstanding the extensive editing of the
original text by Polanski and Kenneth Tynan, who at the time was the literary manager of London's
National Theatre, the film is today regarded as one of the most cinematic interpretations of
Shakespeare's works. Shot on location in Snowdonia National Park in Wales, and Bamburgh Castle
and Lindisfarne Castle in Northumberland, England. See also Power and Corruption. (DVD)

MACBETH (Realist Film Unit, U.K., 1971). Released in the U.S. in 1974 by International Film Bureau as
part of The Shakespeare Series. Dir Peter Seabourne. With Mark Kingston (Macbeth), Elizabeth Hall
(1st Witch), Alison Key (2nd Witch), Linda Renwick (3rd Witch).

1 reel of 1, 11 min, sd, color, 16mm. American Archive of Factual Film Collection. AAFF 4-6118.
1 reel of 1, ca. 11 min, sd, color, 16mm. MacDonald (J. Fred and Leslie W.) Collection. MCD C-23E.
- U.S. release print.

Excerpts from the play serving as an introduction to its themes and illustrating how it was originally
staged. The four selections include the three witches making their prophecies (Act | Scenes | & Il and
Act IV Scene |) and Macbeth's "dagger" soliloquy (Act Il Scene I).

COLUMBO. DAGGER OF THE MIND (Universal/NBC, 11/26/1972). Dir Richard Quine. Wrt Jackson
Gillis (teleplay), Richard Levinson, William Link (story). With Peter Falk, Richard Basehart, Honor
Blackman, Wilfrid Hyde-White, Bernard Fox, John Williams.

2 reels of 2, ca. 106 min, sd, color, 16mm. Copyright Collection. FDA 2623-2624.

One of TV's most recognizible characters, Peter Falk's crumpled and deceptively bumbling police
lieutenant Columbo initially appeared as one of the three rotating feature-length segments of the weekly
NBC Mystery Movie (with McCloud and McMillan & Wife). For the second season (1972-1973), a fourth
show (Hec Ramsey) was added to the rotation and the umbrella title was changed to NBC Sunday
Mystery Movie. In Dagger of the Mind, the lieutenant visits London to observe the latest techniques of
the Scotland Yard, and while there investigates the murder of a wealthy theater impresario (Williams) by
a husband-and-wife team of has-been actors (Basehart & Blackman) appearing in a production of
Macbeth. Elements of the film’s plot, its characters and bits of dialogue contain allusions to the play,
and brief segments of Acts Il & V are seen on stage during the dress rehearsal. (DVD - on Columbo--The
Complete Second Season)

POWER AND CORRUPTION (Learning Corp. of America, 1973). Series: Great Themes of Literature.
Narrated by Orson Welles. With Jon Finch (Macbeth), Francesca Annis (Lady Macbeth).

1 reel of 1, ca. 34 min, sd, color, 16mm. MacDonald (J. Fred and Leslie W.) Collection. MCD 12-6D.



1 reel of 1, ca. 34 min, sd, color, 16mm. Prelinger Collection. (currently inaccessible).

An abridgment of Roman Polanski's Macbeth (see above) from a series of six titles originally released as
theatrical features by Columbia Pictures and later reedited for educational use to provide an introduction
to the "[...] great themes of literature which are, in effect, an expression of the universal nature of man"
(Films--A Catalog of Films for Schools, Colleges and Libraries, Learning Corp. of America, 1975, p. 44)
(see also entry under The Taming of the Shrew). Orson Welles's commentary compares Shakespeare's
treatment of power and corruption to that of other writers such as William Golding and Christopher
Marlowe. (DVD - Phoenix Learning Group)

CLASSIC THEATRE PREVIEW--THE HUMANITIES IN DRAMA. MACBETH (WGBH-TV/PBS,
9/25/1975). With Eric Porter, Samuel Schoenbaum.

1 videoreel of 1, ca. 30 min, color, sd, 2in. PBS Collection. 367-03-09 (currently inaccessible -
requires preservation).

Episode from a series of half-hour introductions to U.S. broadcasts of thirteen BBC plays grouped under
the title Classic Theatre--the Humanities in Drama. The Previews include scholars' comments and
interviews with lead actors. Macbeth, the first entry in the series, introduced the U.S. broadcast of the
1970 BBC production of the play starring Eric Porter and Janet Suzman.

FAIR IS FOUL, AND FOUL IS FAIR (National Geographic Society, in association with WQED-TV and in
cooperation with the Shakespeare Birthplace Trust Stratford-upon-Avon, 1978). Series: The World of
William Shakespeare. Dir Bob Walsh. Wrt Louis B. Wright.

1 reel of 1, ca. 20 min, sd, color, 16mm. Copyright Collection. FBA 8585.

Educational short describing the play's historical background and its relationship to the reign of King
James |. Includes dramatizations illustrating the King’s interest in witchcraft and the 1605 plot to usurp
his throne by blowing up the Houses of Parliament. Companion piece to Macbeth (see below).

MACBETH (National Geographic Society, in association with WQED-TV and in cooperation with the
Shakespeare Birthplace Trust Stratford-upon-Avon, 1978). Series: The World of William Shakespeare.
Dir Bob Walsh. Wrt Louis B. Wright, Elaine W. Fowler.

1 reel of 1, ca. 36 min, sd, color, 16mm. Copyright Collection. FCA 8528.

An abridged version of the play made for educational use. The film ends with Macbeth going to battle as
Birnam Wood moves towards Dunsinane. "It is an ambitious, well executed production. Settings,
costumes, camera work, color, music, and lighting are all at a three or four star level" (Kenneth S.
Rothwell & Annabelle Henkin Melzer, Shakespeare on Screen, p. 164). See also Fair Is Foul, and Foul
Is Fair.



MACBETH (Thames TV/ITV, U.K., 4/1/1979). First U.S. broadcast: 6/12/1979, KHJ, Hollywood (RKO
General). Dir Philip Casson. Produced and conceived for television by Trevor Nunn. With lan
McKellen (Macbeth), Judi Dench (Lady Macbeth), Griffith Jones (Duncan), lan McDiarmid (Ross/Porter),
Bob Peck (Macduff), Roger Rees (Malcolm), John Woodvine (Banquo).

3 videocassettes of 3, 147 min, sd, color, 3/4 in. Thames Television Collection. VBD 6132-6134

This adaptation of Trevor Nunn's 1976 production for the Royal Shakespeare Company is considered by
many as the best made-for-TV Shakespeare ever done. The play was originally produced on a budget
of 250 pounds sterling and performed on a bare stage at The Other Place theater in Stratford-upon-Avon.
(DVD)

MACBETH (Bard Productions, 1981). Dir Arthur Allan Seidelman. With Jeremy Brett (Macbeth), Piper
Laurie (Lady Macbeth), Simon MacCorkindale (Macduff), Richard Alfieri (Malcolm), Barry Primus
(Banquo), Millie Perkins (Lady Macduff), Alan Oppenheimer (Duncan).

2 videocassettes of 2 (VHS), ca. 150 min, sd, color, 1/2 in. Copyright Collection. VAC 4596-4597.

From the direct-to-video series of nine Shakespeare plays produced by the California-based Bard
Productions and filmed on a replica of the Globe Theatre stage. Macbeth is played by Jeremy Brett, a
veteran British stage and TV actor best remembered as Sherlock Holmes in four series produced by
Granada Television (1984-1994). (DVD)

THEATER ON ARTS. MACBETH (Lincoln Center for the Performing Arts/ARTS, 12/6/1981). Dir Kirk
Browning. With Philip Anglim (Macbeth), Maureen Anderman (Lady Macbeth), J. Kenneth Campbell
(Macduff), Fritz Sperberg (Banquo), John Vickery (Malcolm), Neil Vipond (Duncan).

3 videocassettes of 3, ca. 179 min, sd, color, 3/4 in. Copyright Collection. VBD 4636-4638.

The Lincoln Center Theater Company's Macbeth, which opened on Jan. 22, 1981 at the Vivian Beaumont
Theatre, starred the 27-year-old Philip Anglim, fresh from his Broadway triumph in "The Elephant Man,"
and was the first play staged by Sarah Caldwell, a well known conductor and opera director. Following
largely negative reviews, the production closed after 61 performances. The recorded performance was
originally broadcast on the ARTS (Alpha Repertory Television Service) channel, launched by ABC in April
1981as the first full-time cable service devoted to the performing arts. Then unknown Kelsey Grammer
(Frasier) appears as Lennox. (VHS)

JOSEPHA (Albina Productions - Mondex Films - TF1 Films Production, France, 1982). Released in the
U.S. by Triumph Films. Dir Christopher Frank. Wrt Frank, from his own novel. With Miou-Miou,
Claude Brasseur, Bruno Cremer, Nadine Alari, Jean-Pierre Rambal, Anne Laure Meury.



1 videocassette of 1 (Betamax), ca. 109 min, sd, color, 1/2 in. Coca-Cola Collection. VAC 7441.
1 videocassette of 1 (VHS), ca. 109 min, sd, color, 1/2 in. Copyright Collection. VAG 4693.
- Betamax: dubbed in English; VHS: in French (no subtitles).

A tale of marital breakup between two struggling actors, the film bears no relation to Shakespeare until
the final 15 min, when Michel (Brasseur) is unexpectedly offered the role of Macbeth and his wife
Josepha (Miou-Miou) returns to coach him through an all-night rehearsal. Fragments from several
scenes are seen on stage during a performance. (VHS)

MACBETH (Kultur International Films, 1984). Dir Nelli Shevchenko. Written and staged by Viadimir
Vasiliev. With Alexei Fadeyechev (Macbeth), Nina Timofeyeva (Lady Macbeth), Valeri Anisimov
(Banquo), and the Company of the Bolshoi Ballet.

1 videocassette of 1 (VHS), ca. 105 min, sd, color, 1/2 in. Copyright Collection. VAB 6464.

A recording of a performance at Moscow's Bolshoi Theatre of Vladimir Vasiliev's 1980 ballet with music
by Kirill Molchanov. The adaptation's major departure from the play is the replacement of the Birnam
Wood finale with an appearance by the three witches who lure Macbeth into an infernal dance ending
with his death. Probably originated as a Soviet TV broadcast. (DVD)

THE COSBY SHOW. THEO AND COCKROACH (Carsey-Werner Co., in association with Bill
Cosby/NBC, 1/30/1986). Dir Jay Sandrich. Wrt Thad Mumford. With Bill Cosby, Phylicia Rashad,
Sabrina Lebeauf, Lisa Bonet, Malcolm-Jamal Warner, Tempestt Bledsoe, Keshia Knight Pulliam, Carl
Payne.

1 videocassette of 1, 25 min, sd, color, 3/4 in. Copyright Collection. VBG 4954.

Episode from the 2nd season of the hugely popular sitcom centered around Dr. Heathcliff "Cliff" Huxtable
(Cosby), an obstetrician/gynecologist, his wife Clair (Rashad), a successful attorney, and their five
children, Sondra, Denise, Theo, Vanessa and Rudy. Theo (Warner) and his friend Cockroach (Payne)
must study Macbeth for school, but instead of reading the play they opt to listen to an audio recording.
Still not comprehending a single word, the two seek assistance from Theo’s sister Denise (Bonet) who
suggests using a “Cleland Notes” study aid. The recorded voice of Macbeth is that of Earle Hyman, who
plays Cliff’s father on the show. (DVD - on The Cosby Show--Season 2)

MACBETH (Unitel - Dedalus - S.F.P.C. - TF1 Film Production, Germany/France, 1987). Dir & Adapt
Claude D'Anna. With Leo Nucci (Macbeth), Johan Leysen/sung by Samuel Ramey (Banquo), Shirley
Verrett (Lady Macbeth), Philippe Volter/sung by Veriano Luchetti (Macduff), Antonio Barasorda (Malcolm),
Nicolas Sansier (Fleance).

1 videodisc of 1 (laser), ca. 136 min, sd, color, 12 in. (collection undetermined). DAA 3661.
3 videocassettes of 3, ca. 136 min, sd, color, 3/4 in. Copyright Collection. VBN 2691-2693.
- laserdisc: English subtitles; 3/4": no subtitles.



Film adaptation of Giuseppe Verdi's opera, the first of his three works based on Shakespeare's plays (the
other two are “Othello” and “Falstaff’). The music is performed by the opera and chorus of the Teatro
Comunale di Bologna under the direction of Riccardo Chailly. Filmed on location at the castle of
Godefroy de Bouillon in the Ardennes, Belgium. Never released theatrically in the U.S. (DVD)

MEN OF RESPECT (Central City Film Co. - Arthur Goldblatt Productions - Grandview Avenue
Pictures,/Columbia, 1991). Dir & Wrt William Reilly. With John Turturro, Katherine Borowitz, Dennis
Farina, Peter Boyle, Lilia Skala, Steven Wright, Rod Steiger, Stanley Tucci, Carl Capotorto.

12 reels of 12 on 6, ca. 107 min, sd, color, 35mm. Copyright Collection. CGB 4384-4389.

A Mafia tale set in modern-day New York City, Men of Respect was the second attempt to adapt Macbeth
into a gangster picture (after Joe Macbeth in 1955). First shown in May 1990 at the Cannes Film
Festival (market section). According to The New York Times review (Jan 18, 1991), director Reilly was
"15 years ago an actor in an Off Broadway production of Macbeth." (DVD)

SHAKESPEARE--THE ANIMATED TALES. MACBETH (Christmas Films -Soyuzmultfilm, with S4C
Channel 4 Wales, in association with BBC Wales, HIT Entertainment, HBO, Fujisankei and The Dave
Edwards Studio CardifffBBC, Russia/U.K., 11/23/1992). First U.S. broadcast: 4/11/1993, HBO. Dir
Nikolai Serebryakov. Wrt Leon Garfield. Voices Brian Cox (Macbeth), Zo& Wanamaker (Lady
Macbeth), Laurence Payne (Duncan), Patrick Brennan (Banquo), Clive Merrison (Macduff), Alec
McCowen (Narrator).

1 videocassette of 1 (VHS) (PAL), ca. 27 min, sd, color, 1/2 in. Copyright Collection. VAC 9556.

One of the twelve animated half-hour adaptations of Shakespeare's works commissioned for the Welsh
TV channel S4C and made by Russian animators in Moscow in a variety of techniques (in Macbeth, cel
animation). The screenplay preserves the original text in all the lines spoken by the characters. U.S.
broadcast included an introduction by Robin Williams. "The graphic boldness of 'Macbeth's' animation
mixes ferocity with fantasy: It's all 'secret, black and midnight' like the hags. The supernatural element -
Banquo's ghost, the witches - have a freedom to enter the imagination in animation they rarely attain on
stage. The total effect is serious - and adult" (Christian Science Monitor, Jan 6, 1993). (DVD)

ANIMANIACS. NO. 62 [Segment: MacBeth] (Amblin Entertainment - Warner Bros. Animation/Fox Kids,
5/3/1994). Dir (segment) Michael Gerard, Jon McClenahan. Wrt (segment) Deanna Oliver. Voices
(segment) Rob Paulsen, Tress MacNeille, Sherri Stoner.

1 videocassette of 1, ca. 21 min, sd, color, 3/4 in. Copyright Collection. VBM 0940.
- last segment in episode; running time of segment: 2 min.



In this segment from a first season episode of the animated TV series Animaniacs, Dot (MacNeille),
Slappy (Stoner) and Hello Nurse (MacNeille) reenact the witches scene while Yakko (Paulsen) interprets
the original text. For more on the series, see entry under Hamlet. (DVD - on Animaniacs--Vol. 3)

SWEET VALLEY HIGH. CRITICAL MESS (Teen Dream Productions, in association with Saban
Entertainment/Syndicated, 9/26/1994). Dir F. Harvey Frost. Wrt Sheldon Krasner, David Saling. With,
Brittany Daniel, Cynthia Daniel, Amarilis, Ryan James Bittle, Brock Burnett, Amy Danles, Bridget Flanery,
Michael Perl, Harley Rodriguez.

1 videocassette of 1, 21 min, sd, color, 3/4 in. Copyright Collection. VBM 7715.

Based on the best-selling book series created by Francine Pascal, Sweet Valley High centers on the lives
of teenage twins Elizabeth and Jessica Wakefield (played by real life twins Cynthia and Brittany Daniel),
the former warm and friendly, the latter conceited and devious, and their friends in a fictitious town in
southern California. In Critical Mess, an episode from the series’ first season, Jessica wants to make
sure that her Lady Macbeth in the school production of the play lands her a part in a Hollywood movie
being filmed in town. Her sister Elizabeth, however, writes a negative review of her performance for the
school newspaper. On stage, Macbeth cuts himself on a dagger and Lady Macbeth, appearing in every
scene, overacts and flirts with the audience. (DVD - on Sweet Valley High--The Complete First Season)

RENAISSANCE FORUM. MACBETH (Shakespeare, Inc., 1996). Dir Joan Pericas.

1 videocassette of 1 (VHS), 29 min, sd, color, 1/2in. LC Gift Collection (from Shakespeare, Inc.) VAJ
7248.

Discussion of the play moderated by Kathryn Schoonover of John Cabot International University.
Participants: Charles Berryman (University of Southern California), Theresia De Vroom (Loyola
Marymount University), and Cyndia Clegg (Pepperdine University).

SCOTLAND, PA (Abandon Pictures, in association with Veto Chip Productions and Paddy Wagon
Productions/Lot 47 Films, 2001). Dir & Wrt Billy Morrissette. With James LeGros, Maura Tierney,
Christopher Walken, Kevin Corrigan, James Rebhorn, Thomas Guiry.

2 videocassettes of 2 (Betacam SP), ca. 104 min, sd, color, 1/2 in. Copyright Collection. VXC
8431-8432.

Macbeth adapted into a dark comedy set in the town of Scotland, Pennsylvania, in the early 1970's. Joe
McBeth (LeGros) and his domineering wife Pat (Tierney) murder their boss, Norm Duncan (Rebhorn),
and turn his fast food restaurant into a successful business. McDuff (Walken) is a vegetarian police
lieutenant, Banquo (Corrigan) a cook, and the three witches are hippies. First shown at the 2001
Sundance Film Festival. Limited theatrical release in early 2002. (DVD)



MACBETH (Third Lows Productions, in association with Untitled Theater Company #61, 2002). Dir
Bryan Enk. Adapt Edward Einhorn, Enk. With Peter B. Brown (Macbeth), Moira Stone (Lady Macbeth),
Yuri Lowenthal (Banquo), Dan Maccarone (Ross), Tom Reid (Duncan), Britt LaField (Malcolm), Bob
Brader (Macduff).

1 videocassette of 1 (VHS), 74 min, sd, color, 1/2 in. Copyright Collection. VAK 3670.

Conveying, according to its authors, "a fantasy world of constantly changing realities and dimensions"
(Third Lows Productions website, as quoted in BUFVC Shakespeare database), this independently
produced adaptation (shot on digital video) retains Shakespeare's text, albeit heavily cut, and moves the
action to a modern-day urban setting. Director Bryan Enk has also been involved with two
Off-Off-Broadway productions of the play, "Bitch Macbeth" (2001 & 2003) and "Macbeth Without Words"
(2007).

MAQBOOL (Kaleidoscope Entertainment, in association with Vishal Bharadwaj Pictures/Yash Raj Films,
India, 2003). Dir Vishal Bharadwaj. Wrt Abbas Tyrewala, Bharadwaj. With Irfan Khan, Tabu, Pankaj
Kapoor, Om Puri, Naseeruddin Shah, Piyush Mishra.

1 videodisc of 1 (DVD), ca. 132 min, sd, color, 4 3/4 in. LC Purchase Collection (from New Delhi OvOp
Office). DVA 9701 (NOS as of 3/2008)
- in Hindi with English subtitles.

Macbeth transposed to the criminal underworld of present day Mumbai. The title character (Khan) is the
right hand man of a powerful gangster (Kapoor). He starts a passionate affair with the latter's wife
(Tabu), who helps him kill the boss and become the new leader. The roles of the witches are played by
two crooked policemen and would-be astrologers (Puri, Shah).

NEVER SAY MACBETH (Gold Cap Films, 2007). Dir C. J. Prouty. Wrt Joe Tyler Gold. With Gold,
llana Turner, Alexander Enberg, Mark Deklin, Scott Conte, Tammy Caplan, Tania Getty.

1 videodisc of 1 (DVD), ca. 86 min, sd, color, 4 3/4in. Copyright Collection. DVA 9046 (NOS as of
1/2008).

A ghost story built around a performance of Macbeth. Chasing after his ex-girlfriend (Turner), who is
auditioning for a stage production of the play in Los Angeles, a science teacher (Gold) triggers an ancient
curse by uttering the word "Macbeth" backstage and "must battle new-age superstitious actors and a
crazed director to win her back" (press kit). Shot on digital video on the premises of the Stages Theatre
Center in Hollywood.

MEASURE FOR MEASURE




THE FEAST OF LANGUAGE. MEASURE FOR MEASURE (WGBH, 1971).

1 videoreel of 1, ca. 30 min, sd, color, 2in. PBS Collection. VUA 7753 (currently inaccessible -
requires preservation).

Program no. 5 in the series in which Brandeis University professor Alan Levitan interprets Shakespeare’s
works. “He discusses character development, and Shakespeare’s use of words to set the mood of the
play. Includes selected readings.” (WorldCat)

THE SHAKESPEARE PLAYS. MEASURE FOR MEASURE (BBC - Time Life Television, U.K./U.S.,
2/18/1979, BBC, 4/11/1979, PBS). Dir Desmond Davis. With Kenneth Colley (The Duke), Kate
Nelligan (Isabella), Tim Pigott-Smith (Angelo), Christopher Strauli (Claudio), John McEnery (Lucio),
Jacqueline Pearce (Mariana), Frank Middlemass (Pompey).

2 videocassettes of 2 (VHS), ca. 145 min, sd, color, 1/2 in. (collection undetermined). VAA 5134-5135.

The fifth broadcast of the first season of The Shakespeare Plays, Measure for Measure surprisingly,
considering the relative obscurity of the original, proved to be one of the best-regarded entries in the
series by critics and audiences alike. As several scholars have pointed out, this can be partially
explained by the fact that the play, with its melodramatic plot progressing through a succession of
one-on-one confrontations, seems to be particularly suitable for television, even inviting comparisons to
TV soap operas. Also, it offered "a truly convincing demonstration of how effective Shakespeare could
be on the small screen, with cameraman-turned-director Desmond Davis striking a perfect balance
between intimacy and grandeur.” (Michael Brooke, BFI Screenonline). For more on the series, see entry
under Julius Caesar. (DVD - Ambrose Video)

THE MERCHANT OF VENICE

THE MERCHANT OF VENICE [Excerpts] (Vitagraph, 1908). Dir William V. Ranous. With Ranous
(Shylock), Julia Swayne Gordon (Portia), Florence Turner (Jessica).

43 ft, si, b&w, 35mm. Copyright Collection. FEC 5060.
- sample frames from 19 scenes; 6th item on reel [VITAGRAPH PAPER PRINT FRAGMENTS. NO. 8];
originally released in 995 ft.

SHYLOCK, OU LE MORE DE VENISE; U.S. title: SHYLOCK; U.S. re-release tite: MERCHANT OF
VENICE (Eclipse, France, 1913). Released in the U.S. by George Kleine in 2 reels. Dir Henri



Desfontaines. With Harry Baur (Shylock), Jean Hervé (Bassanio), Pépa Bonafé (Portia), Romuald
Joubé (Antonio).

3 reels of 3, 1151 ft, si, b&w, 16mm. Kleine (George) Collection. FLA 1657-1659.
- 1921 U.S. re-release version.

The last in a series of Shakespeare films produced by the French company Eclipse is a condensed
version of the play which focuses “on the love tale of Antonio and Portia, the involvement of Shylock and
Antonio, and the great friendship between Antonio and Bassanio” (The George Kleine Collection of Early
Motion Pictures in the Library of Congress--A Catalog, p. 122).

GREAT PLAYS IN REHEARSAL. THE MERCHANT OF VENICE (WHA-TV for National Educational
Television and Radio Center, 1958). Dir Gary Nathanson. With Gerald Bartell (Shylock), Janet Salmon
(Portia), Tom Leaders (Bassanio), Don Arthur (Antonio).

2 reels of 2, ca. 60 min, sd, b&w, 16mm. Copyright Collection. FCA 4070-4071.

Program no. 8 from the series produced by Wisconsin station WHA-TV at the University of Wisconsin
(Madison). Consists of a rehearsal in costume of scenes from The Merchant of Venice under the
direction of Eric Salmon, who talks about the set design with the art director and discusses the theme of
the play and its characters with his cast.

THE MERCHANT OF VENICE--AN INTRODUCTION; U.S. titte THE MERCHANT OF VENICE--ACT |
SCENE Ill, ACT IV SCENE | (Seabourne Enterprises - Anvil Films/Educational Foundation for Visual Aids,
U.K., 1971). Series: New Shakespeare. Released in the U.S. by BFA Educational Media as part of
series Great Scenes from Shakespeare. Dir & Wrt Peter Seabourne. With William Russell, Roy
Marsden, Michael Pennington, David Suchet, Madeline Blakeney, Natasha Pyne.

1 reel of 1, ca. 21 min, sd, color, 16mm. American Archive of the Factual Film Collection. AAFF
12-2998.
- U.S. release print.

Two key scenes from The Merchant of Venice staged in Elizabethan style and serving as an introduction
to the play's theme and atmosphere. (DVD - Phoenix Learning Group)

BUFFY THE VAMPIRE SLAYER. OUT OF SIGHT, OUT OF MIND (Mutant Enemy - Kuzui Enterprises -
Sandollar Television - Twentieth Century-Fox Television/WB, 5/19/1997). Dir Reza Badiyi. Teleplay
Ashley Gable, Thomas A. Swyden. Story Joss Whedon. With Sarah Michelle Gellar, Nicholas Brendon,
Alyson Hannigan, Charisma Carpenter, Anthony Stewart Head.

1 videocassette of 1, ca. 60 min, sd, color, 3/4 in. Copyright Collection. VBO 1718.



This episode from the first season of the cult TV series about a young woman (Gellar) chosen to battle
the forces of darkness, is occasionally referred to as a spin-off of The Merchant of Venice: a classroom
discussion of the play as representing the anger of society's outcasts develops into a story of a prom
queen (Carpenter) being pursued by a girl who became invisible because nobody ever noticed her. (DVD
- on Buffy the Vampire Slayer--The Complete First Season)

SHYLOCK (National Film Board of Canada, Canada, 1999). Released in the U.S. by Films for the
Humanities & Sciences. Dir & Narration Pierre Lasry.

1 videocassette of 1 (VHS), 57 min, sd, color, 1/2 in. Copyright Collection. VAI 0011.

A documentary discussing the character of Shylock in the context of the history of anti-Semitism in

Europe from ancient Rome to the Holocaust. Looks at how stage interpretations of the character have
evolved over time to reflect the changes in the socio-political status of European Jewry. Includes
interviews with directors (Barry Edelstein, Peter Hall, Jonathan Miller), actors (Ron Leibman, David
Berner, Christopher Gaze), historians and critics, and extracts from filmed performances by Orson Welles,
Werner Krauss, Warren Mitchell, Harry Baur, Laurence Olivier, Dustin Hoffman, and others. (VHS)

WILLIAM SHAKESPEARE'S THE MERCHANT OF VENICE (Avenue Pictures - Navidi-Wilde
Productions - Spice Factory/Sony Pictures Classics, U.S./U.K., 2004). Dir & Wrt Michael Radford.
With Al Pacino (Shylock), Jeremy Irons (Antonio), Joseph Fiennes (Basanio), Lynn Collins (Portia),
Zuleikha Robinson (Jessica), Kris Marshall (Gratiano), Charlie Cox (Lorenzo). Widescreen (2.35:1).

2 videocassettes of 2 (VHS), ca. 131 min, sd, color, 1/2 in. Copyright Collection. VAL 6450-6451.
- letterboxed.

The first English language big screen adaptation of The Merchant of Venice since the silent era was
filmed on location in Venice and at the Delux studios in Luxembourg, on sets originally built for the film
Secret Passage. lan McKellen, initially slated to appear as Antonio, was replaced by Jeremy Irons when
shooting delays caused conflicts with his schedule. Michael Radford's screenplay is a faithful adaptation
of the original with only one significant addition, the opening skirmish between Jews and Christians with
Antonio spitting at Shylock, preceded by introductory titles explaining how “intolerance of the Jews was a
fact of 16th Century life.” (DVD)

THE MERRY WIVES OF WINDSOR

THE MERRY WIVES OF WINDSOR (Selig, 1910). Dir Francis Boggs (?).

1reelof 1 (inc.), 446ft, si, b&w, 35mm. Public Archives of Canada/Dawson City Collection.
FEA 3565.



- about half of footage missing, extensive nitrate deterioration visible throughout.

FALSTAFF IN WIEN (Tobis, Germany, 1940). Dir Leopold Hainisch. Wrt Max Wallner, Kurt Feltz,
based on the novella "Die Lustigen Weiber" by Robert Hohlbaum. With Hans Nielsen, Wolf
Albach-Retty, Gustav Waldau, Gusti Wolf, Paul Horbiger, Lizzi Holzschuh.

2 reels of 2, ca. 89 min, sd, b&w, 16mm. German Collection. FDA 1046-1047.
- in German with Danish subtitles.

A biographical musical about Carl Otto Nicolai (1810-1849) (Nielsen), the German composer best known
for his 1849 comic opera “The Merry Wives of Windsor” (Die Lustigen Weiber von Windsor) based on
Shakespeare's play. The film "pretends that events similar to the play happened in Nicolai's circle of
friends and that they inspired him to write the opera" (Ken Wlaschin, Encyclopedia of Opera on Screen, p.
489). Includes scenes from the opera performed on stage.

DIE LUSTIGEN WEIBER VON WINDSOR; U.S. title: THE MERRY WIVES OF WINDSOR (DEFA, East
Germany, 1950). Released in the U.S. in 1952 by Central Cinema Corp. Dir Georg Wildhagen. Wrt
Wolff v. Gordon, Wildhagen. With Sonja Ziemann, singing voice of Rita Streich (Mrs. Fluth), Camilla
Spira, singing voice of Martha Modl (Mrs. Reich), Paul Esser, singing voice of Hans Kramer (Sir John
Falstaff), Claus Holm, singing voice of Helmut Krebs (Mr. Fluth), Alexander Engel (Mr. Reich), Ina Halley,
singing voice of Sonja Schoner (Anna Reich).

1 videocassette of 1 (VHS), ca. 90 min, sd, b&w, 1/2 in. Copyright Collection. VAI 0119.
- In German (without subtitles).

Feature film adaptation of Otto Nicolai's opera which closely follows the plot of The Merry Wives of
Windsor, although some of the characters have been given German names: Mrs. Ford is Mrs. Fluth and
Mrs. Page is Mrs. Reich. In The New York Times (Sep. 22, 1952), Bosley Crowther called the
production "billowy and rustic," with acting "in a quaint style of opéra bouffe."

OMNIBUS. Il, VOL. 21 [Segment: The Yale University Shakespeare Festival] (TV-Radio Workshop of
the Ford Foundation/CBS, 2/21/1954). Dir (segment) Delbert Mann. Host (segment) Alistair Cooke.
With (segment) faculty & students of the Yale University Department of Drama.

*2 videocassettes of 2, ca. 90 min, sd, b&w, 3/4 in. Wesleyan University Collection. VBD 8309-8310.
- final segment in program (tape 2); running time of segment: 40 min.

Alistair Cooke visits the Yale University Shakespeare Festival. University President A. Whitney Griswold
introduces the festival, Dr. Charles Tyler Prouty talks about Elizabethan theater, Dr. Helge Kokeritz
explains the accent, pronunciation and spelling of Shakespearean English, and director Frank McMullan
discusses his staging of The Merry Wives of Windsor. Second half of segment includes scenes from the
play performed by students of Yale's drama school.




CAMERA THREE. FALSTAFF--SHAKESPEARE AND VERDI (WCBS-TV, in cooperation with the New
York State Educational Department, 4/5/1964). Dir Nick Havinga. Wrt Stephan Chodorov. Host
James Macandrew. With Geraint Evans (Falstaff), Regina Resnik (Mistress Quickly).

*1 videocassette of 1 (VHS), 27 min, sd, b&w, 1/2in. Creative Arts Television Archive Collection. VAF
6850.

Maynard Mack, Professor of English and Director of Humanities at Yale University, and singers Geraint
Evans and Regina Resnik, at the time appearing in Franco Zeffirelli's production of Giuseppe Verdi's
Falstaff at the Metropolitan Opera, discuss Verdi's and librettist Arrigo Boito's adaptation of The Merry
Wives of Windsor and their treatment of the play's main character. Includes two scenes from the opera.

FALSTAFF (Unitel, in association with ZDF and ORF, West Germany, 2/2/1979). First U.S. broadcast:
12/13/1985, PBS, Great Performances. Dir Gotz Friedrich. With Gabriel Bacquier (Sir John Falstaff),
Richard Stilwell (Ford), Max-Rene Cosotti (Fenton), John Lanigan (Doctor Caius), Peter Maus (Bardolf),
Ulrik Gold (Pistol), Karan Armstrong (Mistress Alice Ford), Jutta Renate lhloff (Nannetta), Sylvia
Lindenstrand (Mistress Meg Page), Marta Szirmay (Dame Quickly).

3 videodiscs of 3 (laser), ca. 130 min, sd. color, 12 in. LC Purchase Collection. DAA 1013.

1 videocassette of 1 (VHS), ca. 150 min, sd, color, 1/2 in. LC Off-Air Taping Collection. VAA 5214.
4 videocassettes of 4, ca. 150 min, sd, color, 3/4 in. Copyright Collection. VBK 8696-8699.

- In ltalian with English subtitles; VHS and 3/4 in. are copies of Great Performances broadcast and
include The Passing of Falstaff.

Made in collaboration with West German and Austrian TV, this production of Verdi's last opera was shot
on a Berlin sound stage on 35mm film. The singing voices were dubbed and the music was recorded by
The Vienna Philharmonic conducted by Sir Georg Solti. The U.S. broadcast was followed by The
Passing of Falstaff, a ca. 20 min. short which utilizes clips from Unitel’s Falstaff and Orson Welles’s
Chimes at Midnight to compare the two treatments of the play and its characters. (laserdisc)

THE PASSING OF FALSTAFF (1985) - see: FALSTAFF (Unitel, 1979)

THE SHAKESPEARE THEATRE PRODUCTION OF "THE MERRY WIVES OF WINDSOR" AT THE
CARTER BARRON AMPHITHEATRE WASHINGTON, D.C. (1991)

2 videocassettes of 2 (VHS), ca. 180 min, sd, color, 1/2 in. Copyright Collection. VAC 4741-4742.

Unedited footage recorded during the rehearsals and two-week run (June 4-16, 1991) of The
Shakespeare Theatre Company's production of the play in the open-air amphitheatre in Rock Creek Park,
Washington, D.C. Free to the public and accompanied by workshops, backstage tours and musical



programs, the performances were presented as part of the first "Shakespeare Free for All" festival, which
has since become an annual event. Footage includes a lengthy interview with Paul Winfield (Falstaff) as
he applies make-up and is fitted with a wig, rehearsal scenes with director Michael Kahn, and interviews
with actors Eddie Robinson (Robin), Caitlin O'Connell (Mistress Ford), Gail Grate (Mistress Page) and Bill
Grimmette (Master Page).

THE METROPOLITAN OPERA PRESENTS. FALSTAFF (Metropolitan Opera Television/PBS,
9/13/1993). Dir Brian Large. With Paul Plishka (Sir John Falstaff), Mirella Freni (Alice Ford), Marilyn
Horne (Mistress Quickly), Bruno Pola (Ford), Barbara Bonney (Nannetta), Frank Lopardo (Fenton),
Susan Graham (Meg Page), Piero De Palma (Dr. Cajus), Anthony Laciura (Bardolfo), James Courtney
(Pistola).

1 videocassette of 1 (VHS), ca. 130 min, sd, color, 1/2 in. Copyright Collection. VAD 2187.
3 videocassettes of 3, ca. 150 min, sd, color, 3/4 in. LC Off-Air Taping Collection. VBL 3290-3292.
- In ltalian with English subtitles.

A recording of Metropolitan Opera's revival of the 1964 Franco Zeffirelli production of Verdi's opera on the
occassion of the 100th anniversary of its premiere. Taped at the matinee performance on October 10,
1992, with James Levine conducting the Metropolitan Opera Orchestra. Part of the long-running PBS
series of broadcasts from the Met (1977 to present). (VHS)

A MIDSUMMER NIGHT'S DREAM

MIDSUMMER NIGHT'S DREAM (Vitagraph, 1909). Dir Charles Kent(?). With Maurice Costello
(Lysander), Gladys Hulette (Puck), William V. Ranous (Bottom), Charles Chapman (Quince), Walter
Ackerman (Demetrius), Julia Swayne Gordon (Helena).

1 videocassette of 1 (inc.), 8 min, si, b&w, 3/4 in. BFI Collection. VBC 6408.

1 videocassette of 1 (inc.), 8 min, si, b&w, 3/4 in. BFI Collection. VBC 6407.

- end of film lacking; VBC 6408: window-boxed, on tape with The New Stenographer, \VBC 6407:
cropped, on tape with The New Stenographer and When Persistency & Obstinacy Meet.

An adaptation highly praised at the time of its release, both for its effective condensation of the story and
its pictorial qualities, the latter coming to the fore in the outdoor scenes filmed in a chestnut forest in
Flatbush, NY. The film was made during the summer of 1909, but held back for release on Christmas
Day.

A MIDSUMMER NIGHT’'S DREAM (Warner Bros., 1935). Dir Max Reinhardt, William Dieterle. Adapt
Charles Kenyon, Mary C. McCall, Jr. With lan Hunter (Theseus), Verree Teasdale (Hippolyta), Hobart
Cavanaugh (Philostrate), Dick Powell (Lysander), Ross Alexander (Demetrius), Olivia De Havilland



(Hermia), Jean Muir (Helena), James Cagney (Bottom), Victor Jory (Oberon), Anita Louise (Titania),
Mickey Rooney (Puck).

3 reels of 3, ca. 117 min, sd, b&w, 16mm. United Artists Collection. FCA 6767-6769.

15 reels of 15 on 8, ca. 156 min, sd, b&w, 35mm (theatrical projection print). United Artists Collection.
FGE 4607-4614.

- 16mm: general release version; 35mm: roadshow version.

Finding refuge in Hollywood after leaving Hitler's Germany in 1934, Max Reinhardt, who had already
staged A Midsummer Night's Dream multiple times in Europe, embarked on yet another production of the
play, an open-air extravaganza at the Hollywood Bowl. With a nightly attendance of 15,000 spectators
and highly praised by the critics, the show inevitably came to the attention of the resident film industry,
and Warner Bros. hired the director to make a big-budget, star-studded screen version of Shakespeare’s
classic. The end result received a mixed critical response, ranging from “Unquestionably the loveliest
fantastic imagery the screen has yet produced” (Variety, Oct. 16, 1935) to “Poor old Shakespeare!” (The
Sunday Times, as quoted in Rosenthal, p. 89), the latter representing the extremely negative opinion of
the film in the British press. A Midsummer Night’'s Dream premiered in a roadshow version (156 min,
including the overture, intermission and exit music), and was edited down to 117 min. for general release.
The high cost of the film undermined its decent performance at the box office, and Hollywood opted to
stay away from future adaptations of Shakespeare’s work (MGM’s Romeo and Juliet was by then already
in production). With the 1953 Julius Caesar as the sole exception, this attitude prevailed until the
success of Kenneth Branagh’s Henry V (1989). (DVD)

[A MIDSUMMER NIGHT'S DREAM--TRAILERS] (Warner Bros., 1935).
1 reel of 1, ca. 2 min, sd, b&w, 35mm. Prelinger Collection. (currently inaccessible).

Original theatrical trailer announcing "The most spectacular film ever produced.” Cast members are
presented first in modern dress then in character. (DVD - as extra with feature)

MENDELSSOHN'S MIDSUMMER NIGHT'S DREAM--NOCTURNE, SCHERZO, WEDDING MARCH
(George Richfield, Italy, 1947?). Released in the U.S. by Screen Gems as part of series Musical
Masterpieces. Dir George Freedland.

1 reel of 1, ca. 16 min, sd, b&w, 16mm. AFI/Mertz (Richard) Collection. FBC 8129.
2 reels of 2 on 1, 16 min, sd, b&w, 35mm. AFI/Columbia Collection. FGE 3794.

Franco Ferrara conducts the Radio Philharmonic Orchestra of Italy in a performance of Felix
Mendelssohn's "Incidental Music to A Midsummer Night's Dream." Originally composed as an overture
in 1826, the piece was expanded in 1843 with incidental music for a stage production of Shakespeare's
play which Mendelssohn was commissioned to write by King Frederick William IV of Prussia.



A MIDSUMMER NIGHT'S DREAM--INTRODUCTION TO THE PLAY (Coronet Instructional Films, 1954).
Educational collaborator Joseph W. Krutch.

1 reel of 1, 14 min, sd, b&w, 16mm. Copyright Collection. FBA 1087.

Educational short. “Key scenes from A Midsummer Night's Dream are staged. Familiar passages and
significant actions are used to illustrate the setting and plot of the play. Narrative exposition also clarifies
the way in which the characters act, their relationships to one another, and the language they speak.”
(Coronet Films 1960-1961, p. 72). Released in both color and black & white versions.

OMNIBUS. IV, VOL. 13, DEAR BRUTUS (TV-Radio Workshop of the Ford Foundation/CBS, 1/8/1956).
Dir Seymour Robbie. Adapt Ellen Violett, from the play by James M. Barrie. Host Alistair Cooke. With
Helen Hayes, Susan Strasberg, Franchot Tone, Martyn Green, Bramwell Fletcher, Jonathan Harris,
Dorothy Sands, Lori March, Georgann Johnson, Neva Patterson, Donald Harron.

*2 videocassettes of 2, ca. 90 min, sd, b&w, 3/4 in. Wesleyan University Collection. VBE 0894-0895.

While the title and the moral of the story are borrowed from Julius Caesar ("The fault, dear Brutus, is not
in our stars, But in ourselves, that we are underlings"), J. M. Barrie's 3-act play draws its inspiration
primarily from A Midsummer Night's Dream: while attending a party at the country home of the mysterious
Lob (Green), the guests are lured into a magic forest which materializes on Midsummer's Eve and grants
its visitors a second chance at life. The TV adaptation of "Dear Brutus" for the Omnibus series was
conceived as a celebration of the 50th anniversary of Helen Hayes's stage career.

A MIDSUMMER NIGHT’'S DREAM (BBC, U.K., 11/9/1958). First U.S. broadcast: 4/29/1962, WTTW,
Chicago, NET Drama Festival. Dir Rudolph Cartier. Adapt Eric Crozier. With John Westbrook
(Theseus), Margaret Whiting (Hippolyta), Christine Finn (Hermia), Vivienne Drummond (Helena), Eric
Lander (Demetrius), David Oxley (Lysander), Miles Malleson (Quince), Paul Rogers (Bottom), John Justin
(Oberon), Natasha Parry (Titania), Gillian Lynne (Puck).

*2 videocassettes of 2 (Digital Betacam), 104 min, sd, b&w, 1/2in. PBS Collection. VBS 3564-3565.

The first full-length TV production of A Midsummer Night's Dream was a big-budget affair with a cast of
twenty-two and a twenty-eight member ballet troupe. It was directed by Austrian-born Rudolph Cartier,
who studied drama under Max Reinhardt and then worked as a scriptwriter for the German filmmaking
concern UFA. After the Nazis came to power, Cartier left Germany, and following a brief stint in the U.S.
settled in England where he became BBC's top TV director, active in both dramatic programming (the
Quatermass series, Orwell's 1984) and opera (Salome, Carmen). A Midsummer Night's Dream won
nothing but accolades at the time of its broadcast. James Thomas in The Daily Mirror (as quoted in NET
files) commented that "the Cartier magic was at work again, building breadth and beauty out of the
hysterical muddle which normally passes for spectacle on the small screen," and proving "to a worried
BBC that Shakespeare needs only a master director to be box office, even in this medium of TV where so
often the intelligence is underrated." In keeping with this sentiment, Philip Purser in The News Chronicle
(ibid.) marveled how “Shakespeare always flows a little unexpectedly from the telly, as if the kitchen tap
had suddenly started to gush a rather good claret.”




SEN NOCI SVATOJANSKE; U.S. title: A MID-SUMMER NIGHT'S DREAM (Studio for Cartoon and
Puppet Films, Czechoslovakia, 1959). Released in the U.S. in 1961 by Showcorporation. Dir Jifi Trnka.
Wrt Trnka, in collaboration with Jifi Brde¢ka. Adapt (U.S. version) Howard Sackler. Voices (U.S.
version) Richard Burton (Narrator), Alec McCowen (Bottom), Jack Gwillim (Oberon), Barbara Jefford
(Titania), Roger Shepherd (Puck), Barbara Leigh-Hunt (Helena).

2 videodiscs of 2 (laser), ca. 75 min, sd, color, 12 in; Copyright Collection. DAA 1120.

2 videodiscs of 2 (laser), ca. 75 min, sd, color, 12 in; Copyright Collection. DAA 1121.

2 videodiscs of 2 (laser), ca. 75 min, sd, color, 12 in; Copyright Collection. DAA 1873.

2 videodiscs of 2 (laser), ca. 75 min, sd, color, 12 in; Copyright Collection. DAA 1874.

10 reels of 10 on 5, ca. 75 min, sd, Eastmancolor, CinemaScope, 35mm. Copyright Collection. CGA
8330-8334.

- laserdisc: original version, in Czech with English subtitles, letterboxed; 35mm: U.S. release version.

The last feature of celebrated Czech puppet animator Jifi Trnka (1912-1969), A Mid-Summer Night’s
Dream was conceived as a wordless pantomime (barring the voice of the narrator), relying on movement,
color and music to convey the magic of the original work. The English language version, prepared for
the film's U.S. release, abandons the non-verbal approach by going back to the text of the play, adapted
by Pulitzer Prize-winning author Howard Sackler ("The Great White Hope"). In addition to Richard
Burton as narrator (the film begins with his reading of Shakespeare's Sonnet XV), other prominent
Shakespeareans were hired to provide voices, among them Barbara Jefford, of the Old Vic, Alec
McCowen, of the Royal Shakespeare Company, and Barbara Leigh-Hunt, who appeared in the 1954
Broadway revival of A Midsummer Night's Dream. (Laserdisc)

THE FAMOUS ADVENTURES OF MR. MAGOO. MR. MAGOQO'S A MIDSUMMER NIGHT'S DREAM
(UPA Pictures/NBC, 2/13/1965). Dir Abe Levitow. Adapt Barbara Chain. Voices Jim Backus, Marvin
Miller, Howard Morris, Dennis King, Jr., Shep Menkin.

1 reel of 1, ca. 25 min, sd, color, 35mm. Copyright Collection. CGA 5587.

An episode of the animated TV series featuring the character of the near-sighted Mr. Magoo, the star of a
successful series of theatrical cartoons in the 1950's. In Famous Adventures, which ran for only one
season on NBC, Magoo (Backus) appears as narrator and protagonist of adaptations of literary classics
such as "Don Quixote" and "Moby Dick." A Midsummer Night's Dream (with Magoo as Puck) closely
follows the plot of the play, but for the most part stays away from the original text.

THE DREAM (BBC, U.K., 3/26/1967). First U.S. broadcast: 6/9/1970, WTTW, Chicago, NET Festival.
Dir Darrol Blake. With Antoinette Sibley (Titania), Anthony Dowell (Oberon), Alexander Grant (Bottom),
Keith Martin (Puck), Jane Robinson (Hermia), Derek Rencher (Lysander), Carole Needham (Helena),
David Drew (Demetrius).



1 videoreel of 1, ca. 45 min, sd, color, 2 in. PBS Collection. 369-09-09 (currently unavailable - requires
preservation).

TV adaptation of the Royal Ballet's production of Frederick Ashton's 1964 ballet based on A Midsummer
Night's Dream and created as part of the national celebration marking the 400th anniversary of
Shakespeare's birth. The music by Mendelssohn was arranged by John Lanchbery and performed by
the Covent Garden Orchestra. U.S. broadcast included an interview with Ashton by The New York
Times dance critic Clive Barnes.

A MIDSUMMER NIGHT'S DREAM (Royal Shakespeare Company - Filmways/Eagle Films, U.K., 1968).
Dir Peter Hall. With Derek Godfrey (Theseus), Barbara Jefford (Hippolyta), David Warner (Lysander),
Michael Jayston (Demetrius), Diana Rigg (Helena), Helen Mirren (Hermia), lan Richardson (Oberon),
Judi Dench (Titania), lan Holm (Puck), Paul Rogers (Bottom).

3 reels of 3, ca. 124 min, sd, color, 16mm. Dayton & Montgomery County Public Library (Ohio)
Collection. FDB 2168-2170.

Filmed at an 18th century manor house near Stratford-upon-Avon, with the hand-held camera following
the actors in close-up through the rain and mud of early fall, this realistic treatment of the play has a
decidedly 1960's feel, not only in the characters' dress and hairstyle, but also in its reflection of the
period's sexual politics. The film was savaged by the critics upon its theatrical release in the U.K.: "
frankly terrible on almost every conceivable level" (John Russell Taylor, The Times, Jan. 30, 1969), "ugly,
charmless and almost devoid of either enchantment or humour" (Brenda Davies, Monthly Film Bulletin,
Mar. 1969). Even Diana Rigg, in an interview with The New York Times (Feb. 2, 1969), deemed the
production "leaden- footed." A Midsummer Night's Dream was never released theatrically in the U.S.,
and instead had its American premiere on network TV (CBS, Feb. 9, 1969), receiving much more
favorable reviews: The Washington Post (Feb. 10, 1969) called it "a splendid TV venture" and Los Ageles
Times (Feb. 11, 1969) "an extraordinary achievement." (DVD)

A MIDSUMMER NIGHT'S DREAM--AN INTRODUCTION (Seabourne Enterprises - Anvil Film &
Recording Group/Educational Foundation for Visual Aids, U.K., 1970). Series: New Shakespeare.
Released in the U.S. by BFA Educational Media. Dir Peter Seabourne. With Corin Redgrave, Angela
Thorne, Lans Travers, John Rutland, Paul Eddington, Stephen Bradley.

1 reel of 1, ca. 26 min, sd, color, 16mm. American Archive of Factual Film Collection. AAFF 12-5933.
1 reel of 1, ca. 26 min, sd, color, 16mm. Prelinger Collection. (currently inaccessible).
- U.S. release prints.

"Part of a series of educational films intended as an introduction to each play's theme or atmosphere.
Designed to reproduce the conditions of acting in Elizabethan times such as having the same actors play
several roles, thus showing how the plays were originally written for a specific company of actors."
(BUFVC Shakespeare database). Included are excerpts from Act | Scene |, Act Il Scenes | & II, Act Il
Scenes | & Il, and Act IV Scene |. (DVD - Phoenix Learning Group)



SOLTI CONDUCTS MENDELSSOHN (Unitel, West Germany, 1976). First U.S. broadcast: 12/8/1976,
PBS, Great Performances. Dir Humphrey Burton.

*1 videocassette of 1, ca. 60 min, sd, color, 3/4 in. Copyright Collection. VBA 8108.

Sir Georg Solti conducts the Chicago Symphony Orchestra in a performance of Felix Mendelssohn's "A
Midsummer Night's Dream" (Overture, Scherzo, Nocturne, Wedding March) and "ltalian Symphony."
Recorded before a live audience at Chicago's Orchestra Hall.

BENJAMIN BRITTEN'S A MIDSUMMER NIGHT'S DREAM (TVS, U.K., 1981). First U.S. broadcast:
1/25/1986, Bravo. Dir Dave Heather. With lleana Cotrubas (Titania), James Bowman (Oberon),
Ryland Davies (Lysander), Dale Duesing (Demetrius), Cynthia Buchan (Hermia), Felicity Lott (Helena),
Curt Appelgren (Bottom), Roger Bryson (Quince), Damien Nash (Puck).

*3 videocassettes of 3, ca. 157 min, sd, color, 3/4 in. LC Purchase Collection (from TVS). VBE
0743-0745.

A recording of a performance of Benjamin Britten's 1960 opera staged by Peter Hall at the 1981
Glyndebourne Opera Festival in England, with Bernard Haitink conducting the London Philharmonic
Orchestra. The libretto by Britten and Peter Pears, while including only one line not written by
Shakespeare, eliminates the play's first act and thereby gives more prominence to the fantasy elements.
(DVD)

A MIDSUMMER NIGHT'S SEX COMEDY (Orion Pictures/Warner Bros., 1982). Dir & Wrt Woody Allen.
With Allen, Mia Farrow, Jose Ferrer, Julie Hagerty, Tony Roberts, Mary Steenburgen.

10 reels of 10, ca. 88 min, sd, Technicolor, 35mm. Copyright Collection. CGA 3132-3135.
1 videocassette of 1 (VHS), ca. 88 min, sd, color, 1/2 in. Copyright Collection. VAA 0606.
- VHS: letterboxed.

Set around the turn of the 20th century at a farmhouse in upstate New York, Woody Allen's comedy was
inspired as much by Shakespeare's play as by Ingmar Bergman’s 1955 film Smiles of a Summer Night.
(DVD)

A MIDSUMMER NIGHT'S DREAM (ABC Video Enterprises/ARTS, 5/24/1983). Dir Emile Ardolino.
With Diane Venora (Hippolyta), James Hurdle (Theseus), Deborah Rush (Hermia), Rick Lieberman
(Demetrius), Kevin Conroy (Lysander), Christine Baranski (Helena), Jeffrey DeMunn (Bottom), William
Hurt (Oberon), Marcell Rosenblatt (Puck), Michele Shay (Titania).

3 videocassettes of 3, ca. 165 min, sd, color, 3/4 in. Copyright Collection. VBD 6862-6864.



Recorded in the summer of 1982 at the Delacorte Theater in New York City’s Central Park and broadcast
the following year on the ARTS cable channel, this production of Joseph Papp's New York Shakespeare
Festival was staged by James Lapine and is characterized by an eclectic mix of mostly American dialects,
intentionally mismatched costumes, and an elaborately landscaped set. The original score is by Allen
Shawn. (VHS)

BOTTOM'S DREAM (1983). A film by John Canemaker. Voice Mary Bringle (Titania).
1 reel of 1, 6 min, sd, color, 16mm. Copyright Collection. FAB 5197.

John Canemaker, Academy Award-winning animator, professor, and animation historian, employs a
variety of techniques (pencil, pastels, water colors) to illustrate the dream in which Bottom's head turns
into that of an ass and he makes love to Titania. Set to the Scherzo from Felix Mendelssohn’s "A
Midsummer Night's Dream.” (DVD - on Milestone's John Canemaker--Marching to a Different Toon)

LIVE FROM LINCOLN CENTER. A MIDSUMMER NIGHT'S DREAM (Lincoln Center for the Performing
Arts/PBS, 5/24/1986). Dir Kirk Browning. With Maria Calegari (Titania), Ib Andersen (Oberon),
Jean-Pierre Frohlich (Puck), Victoria Hall (Hippolyta), Cornel Crabtree (Theseus), Stephanie Saland
(Helena), Judith Fugate (Hermia), Kipling Houston (Lysander), Peter Frame (Demetrius), Laurence
Matthews (Bottom).

2 videocassettes of 2, ca. 120 min, sd, color, 3/4 in. LC Off-Air Taping Collection. VBE 0375-0376.

Live broadcast of a performance by the New York City Ballet of choreographer George Balanchine's 1962
work set to the music of Felix Mendelssohn, including his “Overture and Incidental Music to A Midsummer
Night's Dream.” The ballet was also adapted for the big screen in 1967.

LUCKY LUKE. UNA NOTTE DI MEZZA ESTATE A DAISY TOWN; U.S. video title: LUCKY
LUKE--VOL. 2, MIDSUMMER (Paloma Films - Reteitalia, Italy, 1991). Dir Terence Hill. Wrt Courtney
Flavin. With Hill, Nancy Morgan, Fritz Sperberg, Bo Gray, Dominic Barto, Neil Summers, Ron Carey,
Madeline Kahn, Julie Haggerty.

1 videocassette of 1 (VHS), ca. 60 min, sd, color, 1/2 in. Copyright Collection. VAE 2227.
- U.S. video release copy.

An episode from the 8-part western series produced for Italian TV and based on the popular Belgian
comic strip "Lucky Luke." In Midsummer in Daisy Town (shortened to Midsummer for U.S. video
release), the Dalton brothers, serving time in prison, present "Highlights from Shakespeare" for their
fellow inmates. Impressed by the Bard's words, saloon owner Lotta Legs (Morgan) arranges for a
repeat performance in Daisy Town hoping to inspire sheriff Lucky Luke (Hill), the man she loves, to return
her romantic overtures. A Gypsy woman (Kahn) and her love potion provide the vehicle for various
amorous pairings, including that of Averell Dalton (Sperberg) and Lucky's horse! The brothers are seen



on stage in scenes from Hamlet (Alas, poor Yorick!), Romeo and Juliet (balcony scene) and Twelfth Night
(Orsino's opening speech). (DVD)

SHAKESPEARE--THE ANIMATED TALES. A MIDSUMMER NIGHT'S DREAM (Soyuzmultfilm -
Christmas Films, with S4C Channel 4 Wales, in association with BBC Wales, HIT Entertainment, HBO,
Fujisankei and The Dave Edwards Studio Cardiff/BBC, Russia/U.K., 11/9/1992). First U.S. broadcast:
11/10/1992, HBO. Dir Robert Saakiants. Wrt Leon Garfield. Voices Menna Trussler (Narrator),
Daniel Massey (Oberon), Suzanne Bertish (Titania), Anthony Jackson (Puck), Abigail McKern (Hermia),
Kathryn Pogson (Helena).

1 videocassette of 1 (VHS) (PAL), ca. 27 min, sd, color, 1/2 in. Copyright Collection. VAC 9558.

First in the series of twelve animated half-hour adaptations of Shakespeare's works commissioned for the
Welsh TV channel S4C and made by Russian animators in Moscow in a variety of techniques (in A
Midsummer Night's Dream, cel animation). The screenplay preserves the original text in all the lines
spoken by the characters. U.S. broadcast included an introduction by Robin Williams. (DVD)

ANIMANIACS. NO. 25 [Segment: A Midsummer Night's Dream] (Amblin Entertainment - Warner Bros.
Animation/Fox Kids, 10/19/1993). Dir (segment) Rusty Mills. Wrt (segment) Deanna Oliver. Voices
(segment) Rob Paulsen, Tress MacNeille.

1 videocassette of 1, ca. 22 min, sd, color, 3/4 in. Copyright Collection. VBL 2793.
- last segment in episode; running time of segment: 2 min.

In this segment from a first season episode of the animated TV series Animaniacs, Yakko (Paulsen) as
Puck delivers the play's closing soliloquy while Dot (MacNeille) translates what it all means. For more
on the series, see entry under Hamlet. (DVD - on compilation Animaniacs--Vol. 1)

CONCERT MASTERWORKS. PART IV, EARLY ROMANTIC ERA PROGRAM MUSIC [Lectures 2 & 3]
(The Teaching Company, 1995).

1 videocassette of 1 (VHS), ca. 180 min, sd, color, 1/2 in. Copyright Collection. VAH 4240
- tape includes lectures 1, 2 & 3; lecture 2 starts at 49:00; running time of lectures 2 & 3: ca. 130 min.

Two lectures by Professor Robert Greenberg of the San Francisco Conservatory of Music on Felix
Mendelssohn and his “Incidental Music and Overture to A Midsummer Night's Dream.” In the first part,
Greenberg provides a comprehensive plot synopsis of the play and profiles its main characters while
listening to a recording of the Incidental Music. The second half consists of a detailed musical analysis
of the Overture. The two presentations are lectures no. 2 & 3 of Early Romantic Era Program Music,
itself part four of the educational video series Concert Masterworks. Also released as an audio CD.
(DVD)



A MIDSUMMER NIGHT'S DREAM (Edenwood for Channel Four, in association with the Arts Council of
England and Capitol Films, U.K., 1996). Dir/Adapt Adrian Noble. With Alex Jennings
(Theseus/Oberon), Lindsay Duncan (Hippolyta/Titania), Desmond Barrit (Nick Bottom), Barry Lynch
(Puck/Philostrate), Monica Dolan (Hermia), Kevin Doyle (Demetrius), Daniel Evans (Lysander), Emily
Raymond (Helena).

1 videocassette of 1 (VHS) (NTSC), ca. 104 min, sd, color, 1/2 in. Copyright Collection. VAF 1834.
1 videocassette of 1 (VHS) (PAL), ca. 104 min, sd, color, 1/2in. Copyright Collection. VAF 1833.
- letterboxed.

Film version of the 1994 stage production of the Royal Shakespeare Company which retains the original's
theatrical devices and double casting, but adds a new character, the boy who dreams the play, signaling
"a decision to play this piece as children's wonderland, to bedazzle the kiddies into loving the bard" (Mark
Sinker, Sight & Sound, Jan. 1997). Never released theatrically in the U.S., the film made its American
bow on home video in 2000. (DVD)

WILLIAM SHAKESPEARE'S A MIDSUMMER NIGHT'S DREAM (20th Century-Fox - Regency
Entertainment - Monarchy Enterprises/Fox Searchlight, U.S./Germany, 1999). Dir & Wrt Michael
Hoffman. With David Strathairn (Theseus), Sophie Marceau (Hippolyta), Anna Friel (Hermia), Dominic
West (Lysander), Christian Bale (Demetrius), Kevin Kline (Nick Bottom), Michelle Pfeiffer (Titania), Rupert
Everett (Oberon), Stanley Tucci (Puck), Calista Flockhart (Helena).

1 videodisc of 1 (DVD), ca. 116 min, sd, color, 4 3/4 in. Copyright Collection. DVA 1860.
12 reels of 12 on 6, ca. 116 min, sd, color, widescreen, 35mm. Copyright Collection. CGC 8285-8290.

The epitome of Hollywood's new found love affair with Shakespeare, this screen adaptation of A
Midsummer Night's Dream follows Kenneth Branagh's example by moving the story into a more modern
setting, in this case from ancient Greece to Tuscany in the 1890's, dressing it in ravishing production
design, and packing the cast with popular stars of the day, from veterans Pfeiffer and Kline to Ally
McBeal's Calista Flockhart. The forest scenes were shot on the Cinecitta sound stages in Rome and
with their decidedly theatrical feel are somewhat reminiscent of Max Reinhardt's 1935 version. "At the
beginning | just had an image of this fat little Puck riding through the Tuscan countryside on the back of a
turtle. The rest of the film sort of spun out from that" (Michael Hoffman, press kit). A graduate of Boise
State University (BA in theater arts), Hoffman (Restoration, The Emperor's Club) was a Rhodes scholar at
Oxford and one of the founders of the ldaho Shakespeare Festival. Notwithstanding the inevitable
truncation of the original text, his key intervention was adding the character of Bottom's wife, a "shrew"
who considers her husband a pompous fool. (DVD)

EARLY EDITION. THE PLAY'S THE THING (Columbia TriStar Television/CBS, 4/8/2000). Dir Deborah
Reinisch. Wrt Michael Katz. With Kyle Chandler, Shanésia Williams, Ron Dean, John Vickery, Marie
Marshall, Timothy Omundson.

1 videocassette of 1 (Betacam SP), ca. 45 min, sd, color, 1/2 in. Copyright Collection. VXB 3986.



An episode from the fourth and final season of the Chicago-set series about a man by the name of Gary
Hobson (Chandler) who receives a copy of the local newspaper a day ahead of time, giving him the
opportunity to prevent tragedies in tomorrow's news. In The Play's the Thing, Hobson intervenes to
prevent the incident reported as "Falling Light Paralyzes Actress," and ends up in the role of Oberon in an
amateur stage production of A Midsummer Night's Dream. Includes scenes of rehearsals and the
opening night performance, the latter ending with Puck's soliloquy delivered by John Vickery.

MALCOLM IN THE MIDDLE. HIGH SCHOOL PLAY (Regency Television Productions/Fox, 12/10/2000).
Dir Jeff Melman. Wrt Maggie Bandur, Pang-Ni Landrum. With Frankie Muniz, Jane Kaczmarek, Bryan
Cranston, Christopher Kennedy Masterson, Justin Berfield, Erik Per Sullivan.

1 videocassette of 1 (Betacam SP), 23 min, sd, color, 1/2 in. Copyright Collection. VXB 6594.

An episode from the second season of the critically acclaimed, award-winning sitcom which looks at the
life of an ordinary American family from the perspective of its middle child, Malcolm (Muniz), a gifted
adolescent with a genius-level IQ. In High School Play, Malcolm is selected for the role of Puck in a
school production of A Midsummer Night's Dream, but his fluency in Shakespearean verse takes a back
seat to the gossip he immerses himself in while socializing with older girls. Includes brief scenes of the
rehearsals and the disastrous (for Malcolm) opening night.

MUCH ADO ABOUT NOTHING

MUCH ADO ABOUT NOTHING (BBC, U.K., 2/5/1967). First U.S. Broadcast: 3/11/1971 (Part 1) &
3/18/1971 (Part 2), PBS, NET Playhouse. Dir Alan Cooke. With Derek Jacobi (Don Pedro), Ronald
Pickup (Don John), Michael Byrne (Claudio), Robert Stephens (Benedick), Maggie Smith (Beatrice),
Caroline John (Hero), Gerald James (Leonato), Harry Lomax (Antonio), Frank Finlay (Dogberry).

*2 videocassettes of 2 (Digital Betacam), 131 min, sd, b&w, 1/2 in. PBS Collection. VBS 2869-2870.

Staged by Franco Zeffirelli, the National Theatre production of Much Ado About Nothing premiered on
February 16, 1965, at London’s Old Vic, creating a controversy with its modern Sicilian setting and the
characters’ heavy ltalian accents. The TV version, made under BBC's exclusive deal with the National
Theatre, was taped on January 11, 1967. Far removed from a straightforward recording of the stage
performance, it was a full-blown adaptation, with the cast spending three weeks in rehearsal and director
Alan Cooke's cameras joining the action by moving around the set and engaging the actors in tight
close-ups. The end result was exciting television, although Zeffirelli himself, upon seeing the preview,
was “mighty miffed” (Variety, Feb. 15, 1967) and asked that his name be removed from the credits. The
"heavy Italianate manner" (ibid.) of the stage version was retained, as were other entertaining bits such
as the living statues and a rowdy town band. Real-life married couple Maggie Smith and Robert
Stephens repeated their stage roles, while Derek Jacobi took over from Albert Finney as Don Pedro
(Jacobi played the villain, Don John, in the NT production), and Michael Byrne replaced lan McKellen as
Claudio. Originally televised in the U.K. in two parts with a ten-minute intermission (in the U.S., the two
segments were broadcast a week apart).




MUCH ADO ABOUT NOTHING (Realist Film Unit, U.K., 1971). Released in the U.S. in 1974 by
International Film Bureau as part of The Shakespeare Series. Dir Peter Seabourne. With Derrick
Gilbert (Benedick), Alison Key (Beatrice), Linda Renwick (Margaret), Susan Jameson (Ursula).

1 reel of 1, ca. 12 min, sd, color, 16mm. MacDonald (J. Fred and Leslie W.) Collection. MCD T-7C.
- U.S. release print.

Abbreviated version of the play consisting of an excerpt from Act IV Scene | and the complete Act V
Scene ll. Made for educational use as part of a series intended to provide an introduction to the themes
and original staging of selected Shakespeare plays.

THE SHAKESPEARE PLAYS. MUCH ADO ABOUT NOTHING ((BBC - Time Life Television, U.K./U.S.,
12/22/1984, BBC, 11/30/1984, PBS). Dir Stuart Burge. With Cherie Lunghi (Beatrice), Robert Lindsay
(Benedick), Robert Reynolds (Claudio), Jon Finch (Don Pedro), Michael Elphick (Dogberry), Oz Clarke
(Balthasar), Vernon Dobtcheff (Don John), Tony Rohr (Borachio), Lee Montague (Leonato), Katharine
Levy (Hero).

1 videocassette of 1 (VHS), ca. 150 min, sd, color, 1/2 in. LC Off-Air Taping Collection. VAA 2245.

Much Ado About Nothing was the first play taped for producer Cedric Messina's ambitious series (for
more on the latter, see entry under Julius Caesar). The production starred Michael York as Benedick,
Anthony Andrews as Claudio, Lee Richardson as Don John, and British sitcom star Penelope Keith as
Beatrice. Although edited and even publicized, the show was never broadcast and the series instead
opened with Romeo and Juliet. Eventually, the play was remade with a different cast and under the
helm of veteran director Stuart Burge. Taped in August 1984, it was broadcast as part of the series’ 7"
and final season, premiering in the U.S. three weeks before its U.K. bow. (DVD - Ambrose Video)

MUCH ADO ABOUT NOTHING (Renaissance Films, in association with American Playhouse Theatrical
Films and BBC Films/Entertainment Film Distributors, U.K., 1993). Released in the U.S. by Samuel
Goldwyn Co. Dir & Adapt Kenneth Branagh. With Branagh (Benedick), Emma Thompson (Beatrice),
Richard Briers (Leonato), Michael Keaton (Dogberry), Denzel Washington (Don Pedro), Robert Sean
Leonard (Claudio), Keanu Reeves (Don John), Kate Beckinsale (Hero).

1 videodisc of 1 (laser), ca. 110 min, sd, color, 12 in. LC Purchase Collection. DAA 3387.
11 reels of 11, ca. 110 min, sd, color, 35mm. Copyright Collection. CGB 8409-8414.

“I want this to be a fairy tale - beautifully dressed and lovingly photographed - that can also be very
frightening at times. Like all good fairy tales, there’s a strong dark undercurrent to the story. It's also
very, very fiery” (Kenneth Branagh, laserdisc liner notes). Branagh's second filming of Shakespeare
(see above for Henry V) features lush exteriors and a star-studded mix of American and British actors,
trademarks of the director's (and Hollywood's) subsequent screen adaptations of the Bard. The film’s



two novelties are the casting of a black actor in the role of Don Pedro and moving the action from Sicily
(town of Messina) to rural Tuscany (‘I4th century Villa Vignamaggio). (DVD)

OTHELLO

JEALOUSY [Excerpts]. Alt. title: OTHELLO (Vitagraph, 1908). Dir William V. Ranous. With Ranous
(Othello), Julia Swayne Gordon (Desdemona), Hector Dion (lago), Paul Panzer (Cassio).

46 ft, si, b&w, 35mm. Copyright Collection. FEC 5059.
- sample frames from 16 scenes; item #18 on reel [VITAGRAPH PAPER PRINT FRAGMENTS. NO. 7].

OTELLO. U.S. title: OTHELLO (Film d’Arte Italiana, Italy, 1909). Released in the U.S. in 1910 by Pathé.
Dir Gerolamo Lo Savio. With Ferruccio Garavaglia, (Othello), Cesare Dondini (lago), Vittoria Lepanto
(Desdemona), Alberto Nepoti (Cassio), A. Pezzaglia (The Doge).

1reel of 1, 1037 ft, si, b&w, 35mm. AFI/Gosfilmofond Collection. FEA 4253.
- Russian intertitles (English translation in clippings file).

The first production of the Italian offshoot of the “film d’art” movement was filmed on location in Venice,
where “imposing facades, beautiful colonnades, magnificent porticos and marvelously wrought gateways,
all come under our view as we pass from one scene to another of this great play” (Moving Picture World,
Mar. 19, 1910).

DESDEMONA. Alt. title: FOR AABENT TZAPPE (Nordisk, Denmark, 1911). Dir August Blom. Wrt
Louis Mgller. With Valdemar Psilander (Ejnar/Othello), Thyra Reimann (Maria/Desdemona), Nicolai
Brechling (Preben/lago), Henry Knudsen (Count Brisson).

2 reels of 2 on 1 (inc.), 620 ft, si, b&w, 16mm. Paper Print Collection. FLA 5858.
2reels of 2 on 1 (inc.), 620 ft, si, b&w, 16mm. Paper Print Collection. FLA 5859.

2 reels of 2 on 1 (inc.), 620 ft, si, b&w, 16mm. Niver (Kemp) Collection. FBC 7603.
2 reels of 2 on 1 (inc.), 620 ft, si, b&w, 16mm. Niver (Kemp) Collection. FCB 5810.
- intertitles lacking; Niver Collection material made from paper print.

Produced at the peak of the golden age of Danish cinema by the Nordisk company, which released its
films in the U.S. under the Great Northern banner, Desdemona is an early example of transposing
Shakespeare’s work into a modern setting by building a story around a performance of the original play.
In this context, the “real life” characters are usually a reflection of the roles they interpret on stage, a
formula effectively used in later works such as George Cukor’s A Double Life (see below) and Cole
Porter's Kiss Me Kate (see below under The Taming of the Shrew). (DVD - on Kino Video’s Othello)




OTELLO. U.S. title: OTHELLO, OR, THE MOOR OF VENICE (Ambrosio - Photodrama Producing Co.,
Italy, 1914). Released in the U.S. by General Film Co. Dir Luigi Maggi. Adapt Arrigo Frusta. With
Paolo Colaci (Othello), Elsa Lenard (Desdemona), Riccardo Tolentino (lago), Ubaldo Stefani (Michael
Cassio).

6 reels of 6 (inc.), 1194 ft, si, b&w, 16mm. Kleine (George) Collection. FLA 1705-1710.
- all titles lacking, out of sequence, visible nitrate deterioration.

A success with reviewers and audiences alike, this version of the play was the result of a partnership
between the Italian production company Ambrosio and American distributor and producer George Kleine,
who in 1913 struck box-office gold by importing and distributing the Italian epic Quo Vadis. The success
of the latter encouraged Kleine to enter into a partnership with Ambrosio, set up his own company in Italy,
the Photodrama Producing Co., and erect a large production facility in Grugliasco near Turin. The
outbreak of World War I, however, brought his plans to a sudden end.

OTHELLO. U.S. theatrical release title: THE MOOR (Worner-Film/Ufa, Germany, 1922). Released in
the U.S. in 1923 by Export & Import Film Co. Dir Dimitri Buchowetzki. Wrt Buchowetzki, Carl Hagen.
With Emil Jannings (Othello), Werner Krauss (lago), Ica von Lenkeffy (Desdemona), Theodor Loos
(Cassio), Friedrich Kihne (Brabantio), Ferdinand von Alten (Roderigo), Lya de Putti (Emilia).

1 videocassette of 1 (Betamax), ca. 80 min, sd, b&w, 1/2 in. Copyright Collection. VAA 6625.

1 videocassette of 1 (VHS), ca. 80 min, sd, b&w, 1/2in. Copyright Collection. VAI 8241.

- U.S. theatrical release version with English credits & intertitles; Betamax: Video Yesteryear release,
Hammond organ accompaniment by Rosa Rio; VHS: National Film Museum copy with unidentified
orchestral score.

According to the film's German distributor, Othello was based on both the Shakespeare play and its
source, the short story "Un Capitano Moro" by 16th century Italian writer Cinthio (full name Giovanni
Battista Giraldi). Made during the heyday of German Expressionism, the film inevitably invites
comparisons to the movement's other cinematic works (The Cabinet of Dr. Caligari burst onto the scene
two years before), as well as the artistic theories and practices of stage director Max Reinhardt.
Othello's U.S. release garnered mostly positive reviews, although both contemporary and modern
sources complain about the large number of intertitles - "[...] personally, if | have to read 'Othello,’ | had
much rather do it at home" (Robert E. Sherwood, Life, Mar. 15, 1923). (DVD)

MEN ARE NOT GODS (London Film Productions/United Artists, U.K., 1936). Released in the U.S. in
1937. Dir Walter Reisch. Wrt G. B. Stern, Iris Wright (screenplay), Reisch (story). With Miriam
Hopkins, Gertrude Lawrence, Sebastian Shaw, Rex Harrison, A. E. Matthews.

9 reels of 9, ca. 83 min, sd, b&w, 35mm (nitrate negatives). AFI/Metropolitan Visual Products Corp.
Collection. MAVIS 18144-1 (picture neg) & 18144-2 (track neg) (currently inaccessible - requires
preservation).



A secretary (Hopkins) to a theater critic (Matthews) alters a poor review of an actor's (Shaw) performance
of Othello at the request of the actor's wife (Lawrence), who is also his co-star. After the secretary and
the actor fall in love, the latter decides to strangle his wife on stage. Starting with its title (from
Desdemona's speech in Act Ill), the film uses numerous references to the play in its exploration of a
modern-day love triangle.

PARADISE IN HARLEM (Jubilee Pictures/International Road Shows, 1940). Dir Joseph Seiden. Wrt
Vincent Valentini, from an original story by Frank Wilson. With Wilson, Mamie Smith, Norman Astwood,
Edna Mae Harris, Merritt Smith, Francine Everett.

*1 videocassette of 1 (inc.), ca. 60 min, sd, b&w, 3/4 in. AFI/Dudik (Edward) Collection. VBG 8823.
*6 reels of ? on 3 (inc.), ca. 60 min, sd, b&w, 35mm. AFI/Dudik (Edward) Collection. FGF 1573-1575.
4 reels of ? on 2 (inc.), ca. 41 min, sd, b&w, 35mm. AFI/Parker (Kit) Collection. FGD 9218-9219.

- 3/4 in. & FGF 1573-1575: ca. 20 min from beginning of film lacking; FGD 9218-9219: most of
mid-section of film lacking (from Ned’s departure from the city to Doll taking the bullet for Ned - see
summary in AFI's “Withing Our Gates” catalog).

A cabaret artist (Wilson) who yearns to be a dramatic actor witnesses a gangland murder and is forced to
leave town, but later returns when offered to play the lead in a local church production of Shakespeare's
Othello. Featuring an all-black cast, the film was produced by Jack Goldberg, whose involvement with
“race pictures” goes back to the late 1920's, and directed by Joseph Seiden, best known for a string of
low-budget Yiddish melodramas. It also marked the final screen appearance of Frank Wilson, an
established stage actor and playwright who made his film debut in The Emperor Jones (1933) alongside
Paul Robeson. The songs are performed by Lucky Millinder and His Orchestra, the gospel quartet The
Alphabetical Four, and the Juanita Hall Singers, the latter featured in the musical version of Desdemona’s
death scene in the film’s finale. (VHS)

OTHELLO (Marylebone/Exclusive Films, U.K., 1946). Released in the U.S. in 1947 by Eastin Pictures
Co. Dir David MacKane. With John Slater (Othello), Luanna Shaw (Desdemona), Sebastian Cabot
(lago), Sheila Raynor (Emilia).

? reels of ?, ca. 44 min, sd, b&w, 16mm. Prelinger Collection. (currently inaccessible).

A condensed version of the play produced for educational use. “There is no attempt to employ
cinematic techniques and language to illuminate the action and narrative, but a competent and serious
version nonetheless.” (BUFVC Shakespeare database)

A DOUBLE LIFE (Kanin Productions/Universal, 1948). Dir George Cukor. Wrt Ruth Gordon, Garson
Kanin. With Ronald Colman, Signe Hasso, Edmond O'Brien, Shelley Winters, Ray Collins, Philip Loeb,
Millard Mitchell.

1 videocassette of 1 (VHS), ca. 107 min, sd, b&w, 1/2 in. Copyright Collection. VAG 0293.
1 videocassette of 1 (VHS), ca. 107 min, sd, color, 1/2 in. Copyright Collection. VAH 7384.



12 reels of 12 on 4, ca. 103 min, sd, b&w, 16mm. Copyright Collection. FBA 4484-4487.
- VAH 7384: colorized version.

Ronald Colman won an Academy Award for his portrayal of Anthony John, a renowned actor who
becomes completely absorbed in the character of Othello while starring in a stage production of the play.
John’s obsession leads him to commit murder and eventually suicide. The screenplay, which marked
the first collaboration between the husband and wife team of Ruth Gordon and Garson Kanin, was
originally written for Laurence Olivier. Walter Hampden, a well-known Shakespearean actor who had
staged and played Othello on Broadway in 1925, worked on the film as "Advisor, Othello Sequences."
(DVD)

OTHELLO. Alt. titte: THE TRAGEDY OF OTHELLO, THE MOOR OF VENICE (Mercury
Productions/United Artists, 1952/1955). Dir Orson Welles. With Welles (Othello), Micheal
MacLiammaoir (lago), Suzanne Cloutier (Desdemona), Michael Laurence (Cassio), Robert Coote
(Roderigo), Nicholas Bruce (Lodovico), Fay Compton (Emilia).

2 videodiscs of 2 (laser), ca. 92 min, sd, b&w, 12 in. LC Purchase Collection. DAA 2886.

2 videocassettes of 2, ca. 92 min, sd, b&w, 3/4 in. Copyright Collection. VBE 6360-6361.

10 reels of 10 on 5, ca. 92 min, sd, b&w, 35mm. Copyright Collection. FGB 5643-5647.

10 reels of 10 on 5, ca. 91 min, sd, b&w, 35mm. Copyright Collection. FGE 8301-8305.

10 reels of 10 on 5, ca. 92 min, sd, b&w, 35mm. AFI Theatre Collection. FGE 2270-2274.

- FGE 8301-8305: restored version; all other elements original release version; laserdisc incl. excerpts
from Filming Othello and Rosabella-la storia italiana di Orson Welles.

Savaged at the time of its original release but now widely considered a masterpiece, Welles's screen
adaptation eliminates large portions of Shakespeare's text while remaining true to the spirit of the play.
The film, shot on location in Morocco and Italy, had a long and convoluted production history marked by
numerous interruptions due to lack of funds and actors' commitments to other projects. Othello
premiered at the 1952 Cannes festival, where it shared the top prize, but then had to wait three years
before being picked up for U.S. distribution. In 1992, Castle Hill Productions released a restored version
with a re-recorded soundtrack, including a new recording of the film's music score. For first-hand
accounts of the filming, see Micheal MacLiammodir's "Put Money in Thy Purse--The Diary of the Film of
Othello" (London: Methuen, 1952) and Filming Othello, Welles' own documentary made in 1978 for West
German television. (DVD)

PHILCO TELEVISION PLAYHOUSE. OTHELLO (NBC, 9/6/1953). Dir Delbert Mann. Adapt Stephen
DeBaun. With Torin Thatcher (Othello), Olive Deering (Desdemona), Walter Matthau (lago), Gene
Lyons (Cassio), Jack Manning (Roderigo), Basil Langton (Montano), Marion Seldes (Emilia).

1 reel of 2 (r1)(inc.), ca. 30 min, sd, b&w, 16mm (kinescope negatives). NBC TV Collection. FSA 8232
(picture neg) & FSA 8233 (track neg) (currently inaccessible - requires preservation).

This hour-long condensation of Othello opened the sixth season of the dramatic anthology series
sponsored by Philco electronics. The title role was played by British actor Torin Thatcher, a graduate of
the Royal Academy of Dramatic Arts who in the latter half of the 1920's, as a member of the Old Vic



company, appeared on stage in more than a dozen Shakespeare plays (albeit never in Othello). As was
often the case with early TV adaptations of Shakespeare, critics complained about the drastic cutting of
the original text which, while preserving the plot, left behind "some fatalities, notably the principal
characters" (Jack Gould, The New York Times, Sep. 9, 1953). The show's producer, Frederick Coe,
described the process as follows: "Here we have a story which in the theatre usually takes at least two
hours to perform. This means that great slices in the text have had to be made. Therefore, after a
careful study of the text, we cut the play to the basic scenes of the play. We rearranged them to suit our
studio and equipment, and we then composed enough dialogue and action to unite the scenes we wish to
retain." (NBC press release, Aug. 28, 1953)

OMNIBUS. I, VOL. 7 [Segment: The Moor's Pavane] (TV-Radio Workshop of the Ford
Foundation/CBS, 11/15/1953). Dir (segment) Bob Banner. Host Alistair Cooke. With (segment) José
Limon (The Moor), Lucas Hoving (lago), Betty Jones (Desdemona), Pauline Koner (Emilia).

*2 videocassettes of 2, ca. 90 min, sd, b&w, 3/4 in. Wesleyan University Collection. VBD 8287-8288.
- second segment in program (begins on tape 1, ends on tape 2); running time of segment: ca. 15 min.

Segment from an episode of the Omnibus series featuring "The Moore's Pavane," an original work by
dancer José Limén inspired by Shakespeare's Othello, set to the music of Henry Purcell and presented in
the form of a renaissance dance ("pavane"). Brief excerpts from the original text are heard in
voice-over.

SHAKESPEARE ON TV. SERIES I, NO. 26, OTHELLO--CONCLUDED (University of Southern
California - KNXT-TV, 1954).

1 reel of 1, ca. 42 min, sd, b&w, 16mm (kinescope positive). PBS Collection. F19027 (currently
inaccessible - requires preservation).

The third and final program on Othello presented as part of the second series of lectures on Shakespeare
by Dr. Frank C. Baxter (for more on the series, see entry under Macbeth). In Othello--Concluded, "in his
discussion of Acts IV and V, Dr. Baxter discusses the humor found in the play, poetry, use of songs, and
the relations of the individual characters. He also considers the burden of ‘honor’ which forced Othello
to act as he did." (NET files).

OTELLO. U.S. title: OTHELLO (Mosfilm, USSR, 1955). Released in the U.S. in 1960 by
Universal-International. Dir & Wrt Sergei Yutkevich. With Sergei Bondarchuk (Othello), Andrei Popov
(lago), Irina Skobtseva (Desdemona), Vladimir Soshalsky (Cassio), Yevgeni Vesnik (Roderigo), Antonina
Maksimova (Emilia). Adapt of English dubbed version: Nina Maguire. Voices in English dubbed
version: Howard Marion Crawford (Othello), Arnold Diamond (lago), Kathleen Byron (Desdemona),
Patrick Westwood (Cassio), Richard Warner (Roderigo), Nancy Nevinson (Emilia).

2 videocassettes of 2, ca. 108 min, sd, color, 3/4 in. AFI/Woods (John) Collection. VBI 6377-6378.
- English dubbed version; copied from 16mm color picture and track negatives.



Anticipating Grigori Kozintsev’'s Hamlet and King Lear (see above), which also used Boris Pasternak's
Russian translations of Shakespeare, Othello removes the original from its theatrical roots by relying on
dramatic exteriors, strikingly composed shots, and an elaborate music score (by Aram Khachaturian)
rather than the spoken word. The film was released in the U.S. and U.K. in an English dubbed version
widely criticized for attempting the impossible task of synchronizing the English verse with the Russian
actors' lip movements. Sergei Yutkevich won the Best Director prize at the 1956 Cannes Film Festival.
(VHS)

THE STEVE ALLEN SHOW. NO. 44 [Segment: Orson Welles] (NBC, 6/9/1957). Dir Dwight A.
Hemion. With (segment) Orson Welles.

1 videocassette of 1, ca. 59 min, sd, b&w, 3/4 in. Copyright Collection. VBJ 8986.
- final segment on tape; running time of segment: 8 min.

Orson Welles's return to Steve Allen's popular Sunday night variety show was prompted by many
requests for a repeat visit following his earlier performance as Shylock. This time he appears as Othello:
after outlining the plot of the play with the help of several sketches of key scenes, Welles proceeds to
apply makeup while talking about the title character. He then performs excerpts from two of Othello's
soliloquies from Acts Il and V.

OTELLO (RAI, ltaly, 1958). First U.S. broadcast: 12/13/1963, WETA, Washington, D.C. (NET), Festival
of the Arts. Dir Franco Enriquez. With Mario Del Monaco (Othello), Renato Capecchi (lago), Gino
Mattera (Cassio), Rosanna Carteri (Desdemona), Athos Cesarini (Roderigo), Plinio Clabassi (Lodovico),
Luisella Ciaffi (Emilia).

3 videocassettes of 3, ca. 135 min, sd, b&w, 3/4 in. PBS Collection. VBP 4646-4648.
- in ltalian (without subtitles).

Production of Giuseppe Verdi's opera made for Italian television, with Tullio Serafin conducting the
orchestra and chorus of RAI Milan.  Arrigo Boito's libretto eliminates the play's first act and starts with
Othello's arrival on Cyprus, but otherwise closely follows the original story. "They didn't want subtlety in
the early RAI productions aimed at the widest audience with pop song style close-ups. All the same, Del
Monaco has rarely been more powerful and impressive" (Ken Wlaschin, Encyclopedia of Opera on
Screen, p. 521). (DVD)

ALL NIGHT LONG (Bob Roberts Productions/Rank, U.K., 1962). Released in the U.S. in 1963 by
Colorama Features. Dir Basil Dearden. Wrt Nel King, Peter Achilles (=Paul Jarrico). With Patrick
McGoohan, Marti Stevens, Betsy Blair, Keith Michell, Richard Attenborough, Paul Harris.

10 reels of 10 on 5, ca. 91 min, sd, b&w, 35mm. Copyright Collection. FGD 0735-0739.



An adaptation of Othello set amidst the London jazz scene and tackling the racial politics of contemporary
Britain, a theme that the producer/director team of Michael Relph and Basil Dearden were no strangers to
(Pool of London, Sapphire). The title character of Shakespeare's play is assumed by black jazz pianist
Aurelius Rex (Harris), whose marriage to a white singer (Stevens) is threatened by the scheming
drummer Johnny Cousin (McGoohan). Disparaged at the time of its original release, the film has gained
in stature over the years, in no small part due to Patrick McGoohan's fine take on lago and the on-screen
appearances of a host of jazz giants, including Dave Brubeck, John Dankworth, Charles Mingus, and
Tubby Hayes.

OTHELLO (B. H. E. Productions/Eagle Films, U.K., 1965). Released in the U.S. by Warner Bros. Dir
Stuart Burge. With Laurence Olivier (Othello), Frank Finlay (lago), Maggie Smith (Desdemona), Robert
Lang (Roderigo), Anthony Nicholls (Brabantio), Derek Jacobi (Cassio), Joyce Redman (Emilia), Kenneth
Mackintosh (Lodovico).

18 reels of 18 on 9, ca. 166 min, sd, Technicolor, Panavision, 35mm. Copyright Collection. FGC
2516-2524.

Film version of John Dexter's National Theatre production, which opened in London on April 21, 1964.
Notwithstanding the widescreen format, the film is a straightforward, studio-bound record of the original,
with Olivier, making his debut in the role, carrying over the full power and extravagance of his stage
performance. Contemporary reviews in the U.S. were mostly superlative - one of the few dissenters,
The New York Times' Bosley Crowther, was criticized for comparing Olivier's black-faced Othello to
minstrel

shows and the Amos 'n' Andy radio series. (DVD)

OTHELLO (Liz White, 1962-1966). Dir & Adapt Liz White. With Yaphet Kotto (Othello), Richard Dixon
(lago), Audrey Branker (Desdemona), Olive Bowles (Emilia), Louis Chisholm (Cassio), Douglas Gray
(Roderigo), Benjamin Ashburn (Montano), Liz White (Bianca), Jim Williams (Brabantio).

1 videocassette of 1 (VHS), 113 min, sd, color, 1/2 in. Copyright Collection. VAN 4971.

A low-budget production filmed between 1962 and 1966 but not screened publicly until 1980 (and never
released commercially), Liz White's screen adaptation of Othello had its origins in her staging of the play
in Martha's Vineyard (Shearer Summer Theater) and Harlem in 1960. White, who started her career in
the 1930's on Broadway and in the WPA Federal Negro Theater, financed the film herself and cast family
members (son & daughter-in-law) in the roles of lago and Desdemona. In the lead, Yaphet Kotto, later a
successful Hollywood actor, became the first African-American to portray Othello on screen (a distinction
commonly attributed to Laurence Fishbourne - see below). The film had its premiere in 1980 at Howard
University, Washington, D.C., and was subsequently shown at several festivals and repertory venues.

OTHELLO (Realist Film Unit, U.K., 1971). Released in the U.S. in 1974 by International Film Bureau as
part of The Shakespeare Series. Dir Peter Seabourne. With Mark Kingston (Othello), Susan Jameson
(Desdemona), Colin Farrell (lago).



1 reel of 1, ca. 9 min, sd, color, 16mm. American Archive of Factual Film Collection. AAFF 4-7381.
1 reel of 1, ca. 9 min, sd, color, 16mm. MacDonald (J. Fred and Leslie W.) Collection. MCD A-13E.
- U.S. release print..

Excerpts from the play serving as an introduction to its themes and illustrating how it was originally
staged. The two selections are lago's soliloquy on his hatred of Othello (Act Il Scene I) and
Desdemona's murder (Act V Scene ).

SANFORD AND SON. LAMONT AS OTHELLO (Tandem - Norbud Productions/NBC, 9/14/1973). Dir
Peter Baldwin. Wrt llunga Adell. With Redd Foxx, Demond Wilson, Maureen Arthur, Jack Manning,
Anne Diriscoll.

1 videocassette of 1, 28 min, sd, color, 3/4 in. Copyright Collection. VBA 5084.

The popular TV series based on the British sitcom Steptoe and Son features the characters of Sanford
(Foxx), the owner of a south LA junk shop, and his adult son Lamont (Wilson). In Lamont as Othello, the
first episode of the 3rd season, Lamont's rehearsal of the "choking scene" with his white drama teacher
as Desdemona (Arthur) causes all kinds of misunderstandings, illustrating why the series is considered
controversial to this day. (DVD - on Sanford and Son--The Third Season)

OTELLO (Unitel, in association with ZDF and ORF, West Germany, 1974). First U.S. broadcast:
1/23/1987, PBS, Great Performances. Dir Roger Benamou. With Jon Vickers (Othello), Mirella Freni
(Desdemona), Peter Glossop (lago), Aldo Bottion (Cassio), Stefania Malagu (Emilia), Michel Sénéchal
(Roderigo).

1 videodisc of 1 (laser), ca. 141 min, sd, color, 12 in. LC Purchase Collection. DAA 1027.

*1 videocassette of 1 (VHS), ca. 150 min, sd, color, 1/2 in. LC Off-Air Taping Collection. VAA 8666.
3 videocassettes of 3, ca. 150 min, sd, color, 3/4 in. Copyright Collection. VBI 7335-7337.

- in Italian with English subtitles; VHS and 3/4": Great Performances broadcast.

Television adaptation based on the 1970 Salzburg Festival production of Verdi’s opera staged and
conducted by Herbert von Karajan. The music is performed by the Berlin Philharmonic Orchestra and
the chorus of Deutsche Oper Berlin. (DVD)

OTELLO (RAI, ltaly, 1976). First U.S. broadcast: 6/3/1981, ARTS. With Placido Domingo (Othello),
Mirella Freni (Desdemona), Piero Cappuccilli (lago), Giuliano Ciannella (Cassio), Dano Raffanti
(Roderigo), Luigi Roni (Lodovico).

4 videocassettes of 4, ca. 180 min, sd, color, 3/4 in. Copyright Collection. VBD 1640-1643.
- in Italian (without subtitles); ARTS broadcast.



Franco Zeffirelli's 1975 production of Verdi's opera recorded live at the Scala in Milan on December 7,
1976, with Carlos Kleiber conducting the Teatro alla Scala Orchestra and Chorus. The ARTS cable
channel broadcast was hosted by American soprano Ashley Putnam and included A Night at Asti's, a
look at the famed "opera restaurant” in New York's Greenwich Village. (DVD - from House of Opera)

LIVE FROM THE MET. OTELLO (Metropolitan Opera Association - WNET-TV/PBS, 9/25/1978). Dir
Kirk Browning. With Jon Vickers (Othello), Renata Scotto (Desdemona), Cornell MacNeil (lago), Jean
Kraft (Emilia), Raymond Gibbs (Cassio), Andrea Velis (Roderigo), James Morris (Lodovico).

4 videocassettes of 4, ca. 180 min, sd, color, 3/4 in. Copyright Collection. VBB 3304-3307.
- in Italian with English subtitles.

The third season of live broadcasts from New York's Metropolitan Opera opened with the revival of
Franco Zeffirelli's 1972 production of Verdi’s Otello. The telecast “[...] attempted to package for home
consumption a music drama conceived on the grandest possible scale. It was a tight fit, for by its very
nature television is better suited to providing subtitled translations of the Italian libretto than conveying a
sense of the power this titanic work can achieve in a theater” (Lewis Segal, Los Angeles Times, Sep. 27,
1978). The orchestra was conducted by James Levine.

FAME. THE STRIKE (Eilenna Corp., in association with MGM TV and Jozak Company/NBC, 2/18/1982).
Dir Thomas Carter. Wrt Danny Jacobson, Barry Vigon. With Debbie Allen, Lee Curreri, Erica Gimpel,
Albert Hague, Carlo Imperato, Carol Mayo Jenkins, Valerie Landsburg, P. R. Paul, Gene Anthony Ray,
Lori Singer.

1 reel of 1, 49 min, sd, color, 16mm. Copyright Collection. FDA 7063.

Episode from the first season of the TV series based on the 1980 motion picture of the same name set in
a New York City performing arts high school. In The Strike, the students stage a musical version of
Othello while the faculty is involved in a walkout. A rehearsal scene includes Othello and Desdemona's
exchange from Act I, Scene IV, and the closing production number summarizes the play through song
and dance. (DVD - on Fame--The Complete First Season)

JOHN BUTLER'S OTHELLO (Mississippi Educational Television, 1984). Dir Francis X. Rullan. Wrt
John Webb. With Kathy Thibodeaux (Desdemona), Tomm Burnett (Othello), Homer Garza (lago).

1 videocassette of 1, ca. 28 min, sd, color, 3/4". Copyright Collection. VBE 4958.

Profile of American choreographer John Butler and his ballet based on Shakespeare's play. The piece,
set to the music of Antonin Dvorak, was originally commissioned by La Scala Ballet and first performed in
Milan in 1976. The program shows rehearsals with Butler and three memebers of Ballet Mississippi, and
concludes with a performance in a TV studio.



OTELLO (Cannon Productions - Italian International Film, Italy, 1986). Released in the U.S. by Cannon
Group. Dir & Adapt Franco Zeffirelli. With Placido Domingo (Otello), Katia Ricciarelli (Desdemona),
Justino Diaz (lago), Petra Malakova (Emilia), Urbano Barberini, singing voice of Ezio Di Cesare (Cassio),
Massimo Foschi, singing voice of John Macurdy (Lodovico).

2 videodiscs of 2 (laser), ca. 123 min, sd, color, 12 in. LC Purchase Collection. DAA 0888.
1 videocassette of 1 (VHS), ca. 123 min, sd, color, 1/2 in. Copyright Collection. VAB 1026.
12 reels of 12 on 6, ca. 123 min, sd, color, 35mm. Copyright Collection. CGA 6837-6842.
- in Italian with English subtitles.

A visually sumptuous big-screen adaptation of Verdi's opera. The music is performed by the orchestra
and chorus of Teatro alla Scala (Milan) and conducted by Lorin Maazel. (DVD)

THE WHY AND THE HOW OF POISONING IN WILLIAM SHAKESPEARE'S OTHELLO (Manly, Inc. for
Omnigraphics, Inc., 1990). Series: Eminent Scholar/Teachers.

1 videocassette of 1 (VHS), ca. 43 min, sd, color, 1/2 in. Copyright Collection. VAB 6246.

Lecture by George Walton Williams, Professor of English at Duke University, who, "against a background
of character sketches of the main figures of the tragedy, [...] demonstrates how the imagery of the play
allows us to observe the way in which lago 'poisons' Othello's mind and brings him to kill Desdemona”
(VHS liner notes). Part of a series of videotaped lectures on literature, including five on Shakespeare's
works. (VHS)

OTHELLO (Dakota Films - Imminent Films/Rank, U.K., 1995). Released in the U.S. by Sony Pictures
Entertainment. Dir & Adapt Oliver Parker. With Laurence Fishburne (Othello), Iréne Jacob
(Desdemona), Kenneth Branagh (lago),, Nathaniel Parker (Cassio), Anna Patrick (Emilia), Michael
Maloney (Roderigo), Nicholas Farrell (Montano), Gabriele Ferzetti (Duke of Venice), Pierre Vaneck
(Brabantio).

14 reels of 14 on 7, ca. 124 min, sd, Technicolor, 35mm. Copyright Collection. CGC 2935-2941.

In the wake of Kenneth Branagh's success, first-time director Oliver Parker's Othello, similarly to Franco
Zeffirelli's Hamlet five years earlier (see above), was an attempt to bring Shakespeare to the moviegoing
masses by casting a well-known Hollywood actor in the title role, emphasizing the eroticism, and
truncating the play to accommodate the multiplex-driven two-hour time slot. At the same time, Parker,
an established stage and TV actor, mostly stays away from the visual fireworks and narrative twists
common in latter-day screen adaptations of the Bard. Hopes for a commercial success, however, were
left unfulfilled as the film didn't even come close to recuperating its $11 million production cost. In the
lead, Laurence Fishburne emphasizes the physicality of the character and adopts a Caribbean accent not
unlike Laurence Olivier in the 1965 film (see above). (DVD)



THE METROPOLITAN OPERA PRESENTS. OTELLO (Metropolitan Opera Association/WNET-TV,
1/31/1996). Dir Brian Large. With Placido Domingo (Othello), Renée Fleming (Desdemona), James
Morris (lago), Richard Croft (Cassio), Charles Anthony (Roderigo), Jane Bunnell (Emilia), Alexander
Anisimov (Lodovico).

2 videocassettes of 2 (VHS), ca. 147 min, sd, color, 1/2 in. Copyright Collection. VAE 5741-5742.
- in Italian with English subtitles.

A recording of Elijah Moshinsky's 1995 production of Giuseppe Verdi's opera, directed for the stage by
David Kneuss and conducted by James Levine. Taped live at the Met on October 13, 1995.

O (Chickie the Cop, in association with Daniel Fried Entertainment and Rhulen Entertainment/Lions Gate
Films, 2001). Dir Tim Blake Nelson. Wrt Brad Kaaya. With Mekhi Phifer, Josh Hartnett, Julia Stiles,
Elden Henson, Andrew Keegan, Rain Phoenix, John Heard, Martin Sheen.

1 videocassette of 1 (VHS), ca. 95 min, sd, color, 1/2in. Copyright Collection. VAI 4048.

Othello transposed to a present-day American high school with the title character, Odin James (Phifer),
as the school's star basketball player and only black student. Desdemona is Desi Brable (Stiles), Odin's
white girlfriend, while jealous teammate Hugo Goulding (Hartnett), who is also the son of the coach
(Sheen), stands in for lago. Although the film bypasses Shakespeare's dialogue, the story and
characters closely follow the play. The release of “O” was delayed by almost two years due the original
distributor's (Miramax) fears that the scenes of gun violence in a high-school setting will draw parallels to
the Columbine massacre, which occurred while the film was in the editing stage. (DVD)

OMKARA (Big Screen Entertainer, India, 2006). Released in the U.S. by Eros Entertainment. Dir
Vishal Bhardwaj. Wrt Bhardwaj, Robin Bhatt, Abhishek Chaubey. With Ajay Devgan, Saif Ali Khan,
Vivek Oberoi, Kareena Kapoor, Konkona Sen Sharma, Bipasha Basu, Naseeruddin Shah.

1 videodisc of 1 (DVD), ca. 155 min, sd, color, 4 3/4 in. LC Purchase Collection. DVA 9703
- in Hindi with optional English subtitles, letterboxed.

Hindi director Vishal Bhardwaj's follow-up to his adaptation of Macbeth (see above), Omkara transplants
Othello to the lawless rural interior of present-day Uttar Pradesh, with the the title character (Devgan) as
the head of a gang of outlaws controlled by a local politician (Shah). lago is Langda Tyagi (Khan),
Omkara's treacherous lieutenant, and Desdemona is Dolly Mishra (Kapoor), the daughter of a village
lawyer who escapes an arranged marriage by eloping with the man she loves. The two lovers differ in
both skin color and social class: Dolly is fair and a Brahmin by birth, while Omkara is a dark-skinned
half-caste. The obligatory musical numbers are integrated into the plot by making Bianca (Basu) a
nightclub singer. (DVD)

PERICLES, PRINCE OF TYRE




THE SHAKESPEARE PLAYS. PERICLES, PRINCE OF TYRE (BBC - Time Life Television, U.K./U.S.,
12/8/1984, BBC, 6/11/1984, PBS). Dir David Jones. With Mike Gwilym (Pericles), Edward
Petherbridge (Gower), Juliet Stevenson (Thaisa), Amanda Redman (Marina), Annette Crosbie (Dionyza),
Clive Swift (Cerimon), Edita Brychta (Daughter of Antiochus), Elayne Sharling (Diana), John Woodvine
(Antiochus), Patrick Godfrey (Helicanus), Patrick Ryecart (Lysimachus).

1 videocassette of 1 (VHS), ca. 180 min, sd, color, 1/2 in. LC Off-Air Taping Collection. VAA 9509.

The final entry in the sixth season of The Shakespeare Plays is to date the only screen adaptation of one
of the Bard’s lesser known works, the authorship of which is still debated. The production was directed
by David Jones, Artistic Director of the Royal Shakespeare Company's Aldwych Theatre, who a year
earlier helmed the big screen version of Harold Pinter's play "Betrayal." Broadcast in the U.S. six
months prior to its first U.K. showing. For more on the series, see entry under Julius Caesar. (DVD -
Ambrose Video)

RICHARD Il

HALLMARK HALL OF FAME. KING RICHARD Il (NBC, 1/24/1954). Dir George Schaefer. Adapt
Maurice Evans. With Evans (King Richard 1), Kent Smith (Bolingbroke), Sarah Churchill (The Queen),
Frederic Worlock (John of Gaunt), Richard Purdy (Duke of York), Morton Da Costa (Aumerle).

2 videocassettes of 2 (Digital Betacam), 120 min, sd, b&w, 1/2 in. NBC Television Collection. VBQ
7358-7359.

Returning to television less than a year after Hamlet (see above), Maurice Evans recreated his greatest
stage success with Hallmark's Richard Il.  The telecast begins with documentary footage of Queen
Elizabeth II's coronation (June 2, 1953), which is followed by the play’s opening scene of the banishment
of Mowbray and Bolingbroke staged in a cathedral-like gothic interior, the first in a series of impressive
sets designed for the show by Richard Sylbert and built in NBC's new Brooklyn studio (a major portion of
the $175,000 production cost was spent on the 2,500 work hours needed for set construction). Echoing
opinions of other early TV adaptations of Shakespeare, Richard Il was criticized both in contemporary
reviews and later assessments for its elaborate art direction ("too cluttered" was a common complaint),
representing a prevalent view that physical spectacle and pageantry take the focus away from the
characters and the spoken word, and are usually incompatible with the TV medium "where the
proscenium arch is only twenty-one inches" (The New York Times, Jan. 25, 1954). On the other hand,
the reviewers praised the clarity of the condensed script and especially Evans's performance, which Time
magazine (Feb. 1, 1954) described as a brilliant portrayal of "a posturing, unsettled man, forever
wavering between false triumph and real despair."

CAMERA THREE. SHAKESPEARE'S KINGS--RICHARD Il (WCBS-TV, in cooperation with the New
York State Educational Department, 8/25/1957). Dir Clay Yurdin. Wrt Clair Roskam. Host James



Macandrew. With Frank Groseclose (Richard Il), Robert Blackburn, Roberts Blossom, Arthur Malet,
Joseph Ruskin, John Scanlan, Richard Shepard, Paul Sparer.

*1 videocassette of 1 (VHS), 28 min, sd, b&w, 1/2 in. Creative Arts Television Archive Collection. VAF
6818.

This episode from CBS's long-running (1953-1980) Sunday morning series was the first of four programs
on four English monarchs as portrayed in Shakespeare's historical works. Includes several scenes from
the play, beginning with Richard returning to England to confront rebellion (Act I, Scene II).

AN AGE OF KINGS. PART 1, THE HOLLOW CROWN (BBC, 4/28/1960). First U.S. broadcast:
1/10/1961, WNEW, New York City (Metropolitan Broadcasting Corp.) Dir Michael Hayes. Adapt Eric
Crozier. With David William (King Richard Il), Edgar Wreford (John of Gaunt), Tom Fleming (Henry
Bolingbroke), Noel Johnson (Thomas Mowbray), David Andrews (Sir John Bushy), Terence Lodge (Sir
William Bagot), Jerome Willis (Sir Henry Green), Julian Glover (Lord Marshal), John Greenwood (Duke of
Aumerle), Geoffrey Bayldon (Edmund of Langley), George A. Cooper (Earl of Northumberland), Sean
Connery (Harry Percy).

1 videocassette of 1 (Digital Betacam), ca. 75 min, sd, b&w, 1/2in. VBT 1551. PBS Collection.

"The most conceptually ambitious Shakespeare project ever attempted for either film or television"
(Michael Brooke, BFI Screenonline), An Age of Kings combined eight of Shakespeare's historical plays
into a continuous narrative following the reigns of seven English monarchs from 1390 to 1485. The
series premiered in the U.S. in January 1961 on commercial stations in New York and Washington. In
October of the same year, it was distributed to non-commercial broadcasters by the National Educational
Television and Radio Center through a sponsorship deal with the Humble Oil & Refining Company. For
this purpose, a prologue was added to each program in which Dr. Frank C. Baxter of the University of
Southern California outlined the plays' historical background. The series became American public
television's first national success. The opening chapter, The Hollow Crown, covers the first three acts of
Richard II. (DVD)

AN AGE OF KINGS. PART 2, THE DEPOSING OF A KING (BBC, 5/12/1960). First U.S. broadcast:
1/17/1961, WNEW, New York City (Metropolitan Broadcasting Corp.) Dir Michael Hayes. Adapt Eric
Crozier. With Tom Fleming (Henry Bolingbroke), George A. Cooper (Earl of Northumberland), Geoffrey
Bayldon (Edmund of Langley), Sean Connery (Harry Percy), David William (King Richard II), John
Greenwood (Duke of Aumerle), Juliet Cooke (Queen to King Richard).

1 videocassette of 1 (Digital Betacam), ca. 75 min, sd, b&w, 1/2in. VBT 1552. PBS Collection.

Covers Richard II, Acts I, IV & V. Includes introductory and closing statements by Dr. Frank C. Baxter.
For more on the series, see entry above for The Hollow Crown. (DVD)

RICHARD II (Realist Film Unit, U.K., 1971). Released in the U.S. in 1974 by International Film Bureau



as part of The Shakespeare Series. Dir Peter Seabourne. With Colin Farrell (King Richard I1), Mark
Kingston (John of Gaunt), Paul Chapman (Duke of York).

1 reel of 1, 12 min, sd, color, 16mm. MacDonald (J. Fred and Leslie W.) Collection. FAC 4154.
- U.S. release print.

Excerpts from two scenes from Richard Il, Act Il Scene | ("this sceptered isle") and Act V Scene V ("this
all-hating world"), performed on an Elizabethan stage and serving as an introduction to the play's theme
and atmosphere.

CAMERA THREE. SHAKESPEARE'S RICHARD II: THE KING AS ACTOR (WCBS-TV, in cooperation
with the New York State Educational Department, 1/13/1974). Dir Merrill Brockway. Host Margaret
Croyden. With Richard Pasco, lan Richardson.

1 videocassette of 1 (VHS), 29 min, sd, color, %2 in. Creative Arts Television Archive Collection. VAE
0596.

An episode of CBS's long-running Sunday morning series in which theater critic and writer Margaret
Croyden profiles the 1973 Royal Shakespeare Company's production of Richard Il. Staged by John
Barton, the production was hosted in New York in January 1974 by the Brooklyn Academy of Music.
RSC members Richard Pasco and lan Richardson perform segments of the play in the studio by
alternating between the roles of Richard Il and Bolingbroke (on stage, the two were cast in both roles on
alternate nights).

THE SHAKESPEARE PLAYS. RICHARD II (BBC - Time Life Television, U.K./U.S., 12/10/1978, BBC,
3/28/1979, PBS). Dir David Giles. With Derek Jacobi (King Richard Il), Janet Maw (Queen Isabel),
John Gielgud (John of Gaunt), Jon Finch (Henry Bolingbroke), Mary Morris (Duchess of Gloucester),
Charles Gray (Duke of York), Wendy Hiller (Duchess of York), David Swift (Duke of Northumberland),
Clifford Rose (Bishop of Carlisle), Charles Keating (Duke of Aumerle).

2 videocassettes of 2 (VHS), ca. 150 min, sd, color, 1/2 in. LC Off-Air Taping Collection. VAA
5132-5133.

The first of the plays of Shakespeare's two tetralogies to be taped for BBC's ambitious series (the eight
plays were produced in historical order), Richard Il was broadcast as the second (U.K.) and fourth (U.S.)
entry of the first season. With David Giles, an experienced BBC director (The Forsyte Saga), at the
helm, a distinguished cast, and effective use of studio sets, the production was praised as one of the
opening season’s highlights. For more on the series, see entry under Julius Caesar. (DVD - Ambrose
Video)

THE OREGON SHAKESPEAREAN FESTIVAL--A DREAM IN PROGRESS (Oregon Shakespearean
Festival Association - Video Interface Mobile Teleproductions, 1980). Dir & Wrt Terrea Bryson.



*1 videocassette of 1, ca. 56 min, sd, color, 3/4 in. Copyright Collection. VBB 8459.

A documentary profile of the Oregon Shakespeare Festival in Ashland focusing on the production of
Richard Il . Includes interviews with festival director Jerry Turner, actor James Edmondson (Richard II),
and members of the company's technical crew who discuss set design and construction, costume fitting,
stage management, and music and sound effects.  Scenes from the play are seen briefly in rehearsal
and more extensively in performance.

THE TRAGEDY OF KING RICHARD THE SECOND (Bard Productions, 1981). Dir William Woodman.
With David Birney (King Richard Il), Paul Shenar (Henry Bolingbroke), Peter Maclean (Duke of York),
Mary Joan Negro (Queen to King Richard), John Devlin (Earl of Northumberland), Jeff Pomerantz
(Thomas Mowbray), John McLiam (John of Gaunt), Logan Ramsey (Bishop of Carlisle).

2 videocassettes of 2 (VHS), ca. 172 min, sd, color, 1/2 in. Copyright Collection. VAC 4600-4601.

From the direct-to-video series of nine Shakespeare plays produced by the California-based Bard
Productions. The title part is played by David Birney, an American actor with substantial experience in
Shakespearean roles, although better known for his TV appearances (Bridget Loves Bernie, St.
Elsewhere). The Bard series was often referred to as a counter-balance to BBC's The Shakespeare
Plays as "North American students in particular will be attracted to the reassuring, 'down home,' voices
and mannerisms of this cast, after so much exposure to British dialects in the BBC series" (Kenneth S.
Rothwell & Annabelle Henkin Melzer, Shakespeare on Screen, p. 235). (DVD)

RICHARD THE SECOND (Daoine Maith - Milton Cablesystems Corp., 1983). Dir & Wrt John Farrell.
With Robert McCafferty (Richard), Stephanie Roth (The Queen), Robert Kane (Bolingbroke), Stephanie
Clayman (Aumerle), Ted Zalewski (York), Christopher McDonough (Green), Daniel Maher (Mowbray),
Robert Lee (Northumberland), Barry Smith (Gaunt).

2 videocassettes of 2, ca. 100 min, sd, color, 3/4 in. Copyright Collection. VBE 4499-4500.

An abridged version of the play with characters sporting modern-day military outfits and weapons. The
independent low-budget production was filmed on 3/4" U-matic video in and around a deserted fort on
Long Island in Boston Harbor, with principal actors recruited through a newspaper ad. The same team
later produced a remake with a partially different cast which was released on DVD in 2001.

RICHARD 1l

RICHARD IlI-A SHAKESPEARIAN TRAGEDY [Excerpts] (Vitagraph, 1908). Dir William V. Ranous.
With Ranous (Richard), Julia Swayne Gordon, Florence Turner, Florence Auer, Thomas H. Ince.



55 ft, si, b&w, 35mm. Copyright Collection. FEC 5061.
- sample frames from 17 scenes; first item on reel [VITAGRAPH PAPER PRINT FRAGMENTS. NO. 9J;
originally released in 990 ft.

THE LIFE AND DEATH OF KING RICHARD llII (Richard Ill Film Co./State Rights, 1912). Dir James
Keane. With Frederick Warde (Richard, Duke of Gloucester, afterwards Richard Ill), Robert Gomp (King
Edward 1V), Albert Gardner (Prince Edward of Lancaster), James Keane (Earl of Richmond), George
Moss (Tressel).

5 reels of 5 on 3, ca. 5000 ft, si, color, 35mm. AFI/Buffum (Bill) Collection. CGA 2013-2015.

The first feature-length film based on a work by William Shakespeare is also the oldest surviving
complete U.S. feature. At the time of its release, the English-born Frederick Warde, well known in the
U.S. for his Shakespearean roles, had been retired from the stage for several years and was lecturing on
the plays he had appeared in. The film was considered lost until 1996, when a private collector donated
a tinted nitrate print to the American Film Institute. Following the restoration, AFI commissioned Ennio
Morricone to compose a new score, included with the 2001 DVD release by Kino International. (DVD)

TOWER OF LONDON (Universal, 1939). Dir Rowland V. Lee. Wrt Robert N. Lee. With Basil
Rathbone, Boris Karloff, Barbara O'Neil, lan Hunter, Vincent Price.

10 reels of 10, ca. 92 min, sd, b&w, 35mm. AFl/Universal Pictures Collection. FEA 9389-9398

Loosely based on Richard lll and borrowing from all three parts of Henry VI, albeit without any direct
references to Shakespeare, this mixture of history, classic tragedy and horror was directed by Rowland V.
Lee, whose Son of Frankenstein was released earlier that same year, and stars Basil Rathbone as
Richard and Boris Karloff as his bald, club-footed executioner Mord. The role of the Duke of Clarence
was played by the 28-year-old Vincent Price, who would later take over the lead in Roger Corman's 1962
remake. (DVD)

RICHARD Il (London Film Productions/Independent Film Distributors, U.K., 1955). Released in the U.S.
in 1956 by Lopert Films. Dir Laurence Olivier. Adapt Olivier, Alan Dent. With Olivier (Richard I},
Claire Bloom (Lady Anne), Ralph Richardson (Buckingham), John Gielgud (Clarence), Cedric Hardwicke
(King Edward IV), Alec Clunes (Hastings), Norman Wooland (Catesby), Mary Kerridge (Queen Elizabeth).

1 videodisc of 1 (DVD), ca. 160 min, sd, color, 4 3/4 in. Criterion Collection. DVA 1770.

1 videodisc of 1 (DVD), ca. 160 min, sd, color, 4 3/4 in. Anonymous Donor Collection. DVB 6232.

1 videodisc of 1 (laser), ca. 160 min, sd, color, 12 in. LC Purchase Collection. DAA 3005.

4 reels of 4, ca. 160 min, sd, Technicolor, 16mm. AFI/Sheerin (Robert M.) Collection. CCA 0158-0161.
*3 videocassettes of 3 (inc.), ca. 145 min, sd, color, 3/4 in. Copyright Collection. VBB 1386-1388.

- 3/4 in. copy made from 35mm archival master, which is lacking reel 7.



Laurence Olivier's third stab at directing Shakespeare for the big screen features his celebrated
personification of the title character originally created ten years earlier on the stage of London's Old Vic.
With a false nose, jet black hair, hunched back and limp, and clipped, shrill delivery, Olivier's Richard was
at the time praised as "one of the classic Shakespearean interpretations" (Monthly Film Bulletin, Jan.
1956). Inthe U.S., the film made history as the first motion picture to have its theatrical and TV premiere
on the same day (Mar. 11, 1956). The three-hour broadcast, including commercial breaks and
commentary by Shakespearean scholar Dr. Frank Baxter, was sponsored by General Motors, which
covered a significant portion of the $500,000 NBC paid for the one-time show. The film itself was cut by
three-and-a-half minutes to spare the TV viewers "such scenes as the decapitation of Hastings, the
murder by suffocation of the child princess in the Tower and the climactic stabbing and death agonies of
Richard IlI" (The New York Times, Mar. 12, 1956). (DVD)

CAMERA THREE. SHAKESPEARE'S KINGS--RICHARD IIl (WCBS-TV, in cooperation with the New
York State Educational Department, 9/15/1957). Dir Clay Yurdin. Adapt Clair Roskam. Host James
Macandrew. With Roberts Blossom (Ricahrd Ill), Frank Groseclose, Robert Blackburn, Robert Lansing,
Arthur Malet, Nan Martin, Woodrow Parfrey.

*1 videocassette of 1 (VHS), 28 min, sd, b&w, 1/2 in. Creative Arts Television Archive Collection. VAF
6815.

This episode from CBS's long-running (1953-1980) Sunday morning series was the final of four programs
on four English monarchs as portrayed in Shakespeare's historical works. Includes several scenes from
the play, beginning with Lady Anne mourning Henry VI (Act |, Scene II).

AN AGE OF KINGS. PART 14, THE DANGEROUS BROTHER (BBC, 11/3/1960). First U.S. broadcast:
4/11/1961, WNEW, New York City (Metropolitan Broadcasting Corp.) Dir Michael Hayes. Adapt Eric
Crozier. With Paul Daneman (Richard, Duke of Gloucester), Patrick Garland (George, Duke of
Clarence), Frank Windsor (Sir Robert Brackenbury), David Andrews (Lord Hastings), Jill Dixon (Lady
Anne), Terry Scully (King Henry VI), Kenneth Farrington (Earl Rivers), Leon Shepperdson (Lord Grey),
Jane Wenham (Queen Elizabeth), Julian Glover (King Edward 1V), Hugh Janes (King Edward V).

2 reels of 2, ca. 75 min, sd, b&w, 16mm (kinescope positive). F15304-15305. PBS Collection
(currently inaccessible - requires preservation).

Covers Richard lll, Acts I, Il & lll.  Includes introductory and closing statements by Dr. Frank C. Baxter.
For more on the series, see entry under Richard Il. (DVD)

AN AGE OF KINGS. PART 15, THE BOAR HUNT (BBC, 11/17/1960). First U.S. broadcast: 4/18/1961,
WNEW, New York City (Metropolitan Broadcasting Corp.) Dir Michael Hayes. Adapt Eric Crozier.
With Paul Daneman (Richard, Duke of Gloucester), David Andrews (Lord Hastings), John Ringham (Sir
William Catesby), Jack May (Lord Stanley), Jeremy Bisley (Sir John), Edgar Wreford (Duke of
Buckingham), Alan Rowe (Sir Richard Ratcliffe), Jerome Willis (Henry Tudor).



2 reels of 2, ca. 90 min, sd, b&w, 16mm (kinescope positive). F15306-15307. PBS Collection
(currently inaccessible - requires preservation).

Covers Richard lll, Acts Ill, IV & V. Includes introductory and closing statements by Dr. Frank C. Baxter.
For more on the series, see entry under Richard Il. (DVD)

THE FEAST OF LANGUAGE. RICHARD Il (WGBH-TV, 1971). Dir Russel Fortier.

1 videoreel of 1, ca. 30 min, sd, color, 2in. PBS Collection. VUA 7749 (currently inaccessible -
requires preservation).

First in a series of programs in which Brandeis University professor Alan Levitan interprets
Shakespeare’s works. “He discusses character development, and Shakespeare’s use of words to set
the mood of the play. Includes selected readings.” (WorldCat)

RICHARD llI (Realist Film Unit, U.K., 1971). Released in the U.S. in 1974 by International Film Bureau
as part of The Shakespeare Series. Dir Peter Seabourne. With Paul Chapman (Richard), Alison Key
(Lady Anne).

1 reel of 1, 11 min, sd, color, 16mm. MacDonald (J. Fred and Leslie W.) Collection. FAC 4218.
- U.S. release print.

Excerpts from two scenes from Richard Ill, Act | Scene | ("winter of our discontent") and Act | Scene Il
(Richard persuades Lady Anne that he loves her), performed on an Elizabethan stage and serving as an
introduction to the play's theme and atmosphere.

L'IMPORTANT C'EST D'AIMER; U.S. title: THAT MOST IMPORTANT THING: LOVE (Albina Production
- Rizzoli Film - TIT Filmproduktion, France/ltaly/West Germany, 1974). Released in the U.S. in 1977 by
Seaberg Films. Dir Andrzej Zulawski. Wrt Zulawski, Christopher Frank, based on Frank's novel "La
Nuit Americaine." With Romy Schneider, Fabio Testi, Jacques Dutronc, Klaus Kinski, Claude Dauphin,
Roger Blin.

1 videocassette of 1 (VHS), ca. 108 min, sd, color, 1/2 in. Copyright Collection. VAG 5360.
- In French (no subtitles).

A photographer (Testi) falls in love with a struggling actress (Schneider) and borrows money from a
gangster (Dauphin) to finance a stage production of Richard lll with the actress in the role of Lady Anne.
Includes scenes of two rehearsals, both focusing on Lady Anne's monologues, and the opening night's
performance with soldiers dressed as samurai warriors and Klaus Kinski as Richard delivering the final
soliloquy. (DVD)



THE GOODBYE GIRL (Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer-Warner Bros./Warner Bros., 1977). Dir Herbert Ross.
Wrt Neil Simon. With Richard Dreyfuss, Marsha Mason, Quinn Cummings, Paul Benedict, Barbara
Rhoades.

1 videodisc of 1 (laser), ca. 110 min, sd, color, 12 in. LC Purchase Collection. DAA 1227.
12 reels of 12 on 6, ca. 110 min, sd, color, 35mm. Copyright Collection. FGD 4178-4183.

A comedy in which an aspiring actor (Dreyfuss, in an Academy Award-winning performance) is forced to
share a New York apartment with a dancer (Mason) and her daughter (Cummings). The actor is to star
in an off-off-Broadway production of Richard lll, the director of which (Benedict) insists on a gay
interpretation of the title character. Includes several scenes of rehearsals and the opening night
performance. In 1993, Neil Simon's screenplay was developed into a Brodaway musical of the same
name. The film was remade for television in 2004 (see below). (DVD)

RICHARD lII (Bayly/Paré Productions/Guild Film Distribution, U.K., 1995). Released in the U.S. by
MGM/UA. Dir Richard Loncraine. Wrt lan McKellen, Loncraine. With McKellen (Richard IIl), Annette
Bening (Queen Elizabeth), Kristin Scott Thomas (Lady Anne), Jim Broadbent (Buckingham), Robert
Downey, Jr. (Earl Rivers), Maggie Smith (Duchess of York), Nigel Hawthorne (Clarence), Jim Carter
(Lord Hastings).

1 videodisc of 1 (laser), ca. 104 min, sd, color, 12 in. Graham (Cooper) Collection. DAA 3266.
12 reels of 12 on 6, ca. 104 min, sd, color, scope, 35mm. Copyright Collection. CGC 2905-2910.

Big screen adaptation of the highly praised and widely toured 1990 National Theatre production directed
by Richard Eyre and starring lan McKellen. The setting is a fictitious fascist state with the appearance of
1930's England and a title character who brings to mind both the historical figure of Oswald Mosley, the
founder of the British Union of Fascists, and the protagonists of Hollywood gangster pictures of the same
era. (DVD)

RICHARD III--AUDIOVISUAL PRESS KIT (1995).
1 videocassette of 1 (VHS), ca. 60 min, sd, color, 1/2 in. Copyright Collection. VAE 6868.

Includes trailer, "making of" featurette, scenes from the film, interviews with members of the cast and
crew, and B-roll footage from the set.

LOOKING FOR RICHARD (Jam Productions/Fox Searchlight Pictures, 1996). Dir Al Pacino. Wrt
Pacino, Frederic Kimball. With Pacino (Richard Ill), Harris Yulin (King Edward), Penelope Allen (Queen
Elizabeth), Alec Baldwin (Clarence), Kevin Spacey (Buckingham), Estelle Parsons (Margaret), Winona
Ryder (Lady Anne), Aidan Quinn (Richmond).



12 reels of 12 on 6, ca. 111 min, sd, color, 35mm. CGC 4098-4103. Copyright Collection.

A combination of a screen adaptation of Richard Ill and a documentary on its making, Al Pacino's first film
as director is rooted in his "love for Shakespeare and desire to communicate the writer's