
Appendix A: Calendar of the John Fitch Papers 

by John D. Haskell, Jr. 
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• ;::.‘ •:•1:
• 1784 Nov. 26

• •/. .•I

I

; •t;•.i I•

I.

t. ••t
I •.

•
10. “1784 Dec. 29

:, ‘:

‘::‘. 3:c••

sj: Mar.l

July 201785

I ‘>:

•—. p,.:

j3•::LL 1785 Aug.1

Rumsey, James. Letter, place unknown, to
the Pennsylvania GeneralS Assembly Philadel-.
phiaj p. on it.

14s.
Propoaeo building a mechanically powered

boat; petitions for exclusive right to
cons tructibn and navigation on Commonwealth
waters.

2wing, John, and others. Statement, Phila
delphia. 1 p.

Ms. signed.
This copy followed by snotherin PitchZs

hand.
Thomas Hutchins, Cad wallader3 Morris,

Jonathan D 4ckinson3 Sergeant and John
Ewing attest to Pitch’s character; recommend
his surveying ability to Congress. ..

Goalins, John. Receipt, Bristol Pa.z to
John Fitch. 1 p.

Holograph signed.
For money.

Sohwe±fel, Jacob. Invoice Philadelphia? c
to John Pitch. 1 p.

Holograph signed.
This copy followed by photostatic copy 3of same.
For bar iron for steam engine. 4 ..• :

Fitch, John. Letter, Bucks County to
the Awerioan3 Philosophical Society Phil—
adelphia 3, p. on 24. • . :.• • •.•

Holograph signed. • •.
. S •. •

Mechanical details of proposed steamboat;
,requests comments. P

ElIiflg, John2 Letter, Philadelphia, to
William Churchill, Houston.. .• ,2, çp.: OD. 11t•

Ms. signed. .. . .. . • \-
This item on same page as next entry.
Recommends Pitch’s scheme for steamboa4. ;. :,.

‘U . • •
Houston, William Churchifl; Lettdr, Trenton,

•Ltambert, Cadwalader. 1 p. !: • . . : ç• •• .... . .• • •.. . € ‘2 -‘r
Recommends Pitch’s scheme for steamboat.

Smith, Samuel. Letter, Princeton S. J.3 •.
to Jacob Read. g2a p • . —

ks. . . • ...
-&Recommends Pitch’s scheme for teaaboat.2) t..

‘%‘g : r 4tr, ,
$

ti

• . :
...r ••

• 4 •. :t—4.e .:c • • • -:. f.

Au20

:4/:

Aug. 25

Aug. .27



p —S.—

H
Pitch, John. Letter, place unknown, to Riohard

Henry Lee3 the President of Congress. 1 p.
145.
Request to present steamboat model to

Congress for examination. Referred on
Aug. 30 ta Rufus3King7rJacoba Read and y
James, l4oAenry.

Pitch, John. Letter, New York, to the OOflr
àittee’ ot Congress New York; P .fl -
24.

Holograph signed.
Requests encouragement for sale of hi!

maps; details of steamboat construction.

Pitch, John. Letter, Bucks County, Pa., tá
cDiego de Cardoquia the Ki-nister of Spain,
New York. 2, p. on 11.

Holograph signed.
Places himself at the service of the King

Of Spain-LCharles 1113

I4agaw, Samuel. Extract, Philadelphia. 1 p. ..Holograph signed. - “ •.‘

Extract from the minutes of the Araerioan
Philosophical Society. Pitch presents .hi#model. :

Henry, Patrick3 Certificate Richmond?3
1 p.

.

; , .C?c:.. ‘-i..y:

Holograph signed. .‘ t. Nt.H
Electrostatic copy.
Bond posted by Pitch. . •

:r’

Pitch, John Financial accounts Phila— )
delphiam 2j p. on 1€. . .

•. .
.::•• :ilolograph. - ;-

Form, Richmond, 1785. Broadside.
.Printed form, completed in handwriU.ng4*$’:4%:Note in Pitch’s hand on verso. V*1YPer subscription to Pitch’s map with

•.P4atrict Henry’s certiflcation,, ...-

- -ii t S

Johnson, Thomaà. Letter, Priderick1d.2‘

to cwilliama Smallwood. 1 p. . . . ct.; ;Holograph signed. 4 % “ 4 iJ
Address onverso of & blank sedond leat..’P:’m. :‘

Poflowed by two other copies, each in
.a differentjiand. ..

.
.

. 4 j.
: :1 RequestCt)at:. %‘lwood leet wSth )itckI$’ 1f

4 ,.
.. !;- )tri’ (jIQtabb9

£

; :s t’j.jrA

:.t’4.

Aug. 29

J
yr.. :: r$ki;*

.

:L

••..: . •:•.

‘-:[: :18...s; fl Aug. 30
I I

• ;.1.
;i, . ,l;.

* :;,by’a

.,,,
:.785

I;.: it:. . t;.’;j:. &;:..

:U

20. l785 . . Sept. 27
4‘p*..:• ‘:;.Y::;r.

1785. Nov. 16
-

a.

pt. 2

: .

16

?:
785 Nov. 16

* . * . Ire.

9C

••4• •••

5.tNov. 25
S..

r ic; c,.
‘1k k-.



— 1• -

Magaw, Samuel. Extract, Philadelphia. 1 p.
Holograph signed.
Electrostatic copy.
Extracts i’rom the Americn Hii1osophica1

Society minutes; Fitcbts drawing and des
cription press tea to rie ociety.

1785 Dec. 2 Patterson, Rbert. Extract Philadelphia?
ice

Holograph sinied.
Prom the minutes of the American Philo

sophical Society0

j785 Dec. 8’ Pitch, John Statement, place unknown.
p. on 2t.

Holograpii.
Concerning Rumsey’s experiments with boats.

Dec. 20 Notice ot Pitch’s maps for sale, Philadelphia,
Dunlap and Jlaypoole, 17g5. 8roadsid.

Printed with spelling corrected by hand.

1. 1786 Jan.

I
32. 1786 Mar. 10

I
1786 :Iar. 11

1

Ewing, John, and others. Statement Phila
delphia?3 1 p.

Holograph signed.
Last paragraph of above broadside. Signed

by Andrew Eliicott, RLobert Patterson,
Francis Hopkinson, John Nancarrow, Richard
Wells, Iilliam Livingston, Edward Du.tfeild an
Ewing.

1785 Dec. 225.

26.

27.

1 28. 1785

29. L1785

30. 1786 Jan. 5 FItch, John. Letter LPhi1adelphia to the
Maryland General Assembly. 1 p.

Holograph signed.
Requests funds to send to Europe for a

steam engine.

Pinkney, William. Report Annapolis?3 to the
Lharyland Assemoly, nnnapolis ip.

Holograph signed.
Committee report; unable to support

Fitch’s request for funds.

Pitch, John. Letter, place un.kiiown, to
Pennsylvania Assembly jhi1adelphia p.
on li.

Ms.
Followed by second copy in Fitch’s hand

dated Mar. 11.
Requests exclusive right of steamboat

construction ifl rennsylvania.

Pito , ohm. Letter hil elphia. to the
Pennsylvania Assembly 2hi1aaelphIa 1 p.

Hoiorapn sined.
Reyuests exclusive rigat to construct

steamboat n te state.



4. 1766 bar..13 Donaldson, ALrthur Letter, ni1adelphia,
to trie Pennsylvania General Assembly
Philaelpnia. 2 p. on l.

Ms.
Request for encourageaent and support.

35. 1786 Mar. 15 Fitcn, John.’ Letter, 2renton, to U. S.
Congress LNew York. 2 p.

Holograph signed.
Requests exclusive right to construct

steamboat on all U. S. waters. Co—signed
on Mar. 13 by twenty-eight supporters.

36. 1786 Mar. 18 iew Jersey. Laws, statutes, etc. Law
Trenton p. on 24.

Ms.
Pitch given exclusive Lght to steamboat

in ew Jersey waters.

37. 1786 Mar. 23 Fitch, John. Letter, Philadelphia, to the
Pennsylvania Assembly Philadeiphia-
p. on it.

holograph signed
This item Loflowed by a manuscript copy

o same.
Fitch’s exclusive right in other states;

petition by Arthur Donaldson0

58. 1786 Apr. 19 Indenture Philadelphia?5 p. on 1L.
Ms.
Fitch ana suuscribers agree to establish

a holding company.

39. 1786 Apr. 20 Pitch, John. Letter, Sucks County
to çJonathan .Longstreth. 1 p.

hologrph sijied.
Requests 5eneral information on inland

territories, i.e.rivers, towns, schools,
mineral deposits, etc.

40. 1786 Apr. 26 Stockton, Richard, and others. Statement,
Philadelphia. 1 p.

holoraph signed
Electrostatic copy
Auoointmnent o± James Wilson, Richard

Wells and Benjamin Wistar Morris as
oaficers of steamboat company; signed by
Stockton and eight otaers.

41. 1786 May 2 wilson, James. Letter, Pniiaelphia, to
exoers ot steambot compmny 1 p

nolograoh signed.
aequest tor payment oi subscription;

signed also by Rionard Wells.



r !:::*;
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‘43. 1786 Nay 17

I:..:: 786 ‘May 23

• ..:....

••••

I. 4 :186
24

Zn.

• ‘3’,.:

-

-

,;46.*; .1786 June 7

.:¼:47. ...: 1786 June 8
:

. f’.:’
. .: .

II’

t; S

‘••
...ç”1. ..

4
8. : 1786 June 15

•,•. :: . L.’;j•
: •,•‘ :..r,,.. :

:‘ ‘?‘‘
•t.. L’.%c C

.‘ •..Wt

1’ t”.’y”

••“;.;:4g.• :.:.1786 June 16

1::t:0.S.1W6. cJune..223.
::•...;&).:

: L ••

•‘:fli 1786 June 23ac..
1t3...4.. :.

Hornblower, Jos4ah, Letter, New
John Fitch, Philadelphia. 1 p.on verso of a blank secozid leaf.

Holograph signed.
Suggests modificatiGns in steam enginecylinder; wishes Fitch success.

l4endenhafl, Adam. Invoice, Philadelphia, toJohn Fitch. 1 p.
Holograph signed.
For two files.

Wells, William Hill. Receipt, Philadelphia,to John Fitch. 1 p.
Holograph signed.
For payment for brass cocks.

Skellorn, Richard,, Invoice, Philadelphia,to John Fitch. lp.
Holograph signed.
For brass.

Wetherifl, Samuel. Invoice, Philadelphia,to John Fitch. 1 p.
Holograph signed.
For file.

Skellorn, Richard. Invoice. tPhiladelphia?3to John Fitch. ,,2, p. on it.
Holograph signed.
For brass.

—6-

May 12 Scott, Robert. Statement, Philadelphia. 1 p..Holograph signed. . ..

Authorizes Fitch to dispose of his steam—boat company share.

Fitch, John.. Letter, Philadelphia, to cJosiah,Hornblower and cOhristopher3 Colles, New York.c2,.p. oniL.
Holograph signed..
Description of steam engine; desiresopinion.

Fitch, John. Letter cPhiladelphia?3 toRichard Wells.. c.2.,.P,.on 14. -

Holograph signed.
States money due to Richard3 Skellorn bysteamboat company.

York, to
With address

I’

Fitch, Jobna Financial accounts cPhiladelphia?3r2., p. on it.
‘Ms.
For steamboat company, i’lay 22 through June 23.

.4
‘ “‘.: . •

... ..:fl,;.. ..;



—7-

Wells, Rlohard, and others, Jtaternent, Philadelphia. 1 p.
Holograph sisned.
Electrostatic copy.
benjamin Say to replace Wells on steamboatcompany committeo; signed by Wells and nineothers.

Sohweffel, Jacob • Invoice, Philadelphia,.to John-Fitch.. 1 p.
Ms. Signed,
Reosipted bill for sheet iron.

LJune?3 Pitch, John3 Financial accounts EPhila—delphia; 2,, p. on 14.
Ms.
For steamboat company.

July 3 Brigge, Samuel. Receipt.gPhiladelphia?3toWilliam Summerton. 1 p.Holograph signed.
For brass cylinder,

July 3 Pitch,, John3 Pinancia]. accounts Phila—delphia3 p. on 2€.
145.

July 3 Someton, William. Receipt, Philadelphia,to John titch, 1 p.
Holograph signed.
For money.

July 8 F1tch, John, Financial account Philade1-phia7 1 p.
Ms.
Covers period of June 23 through July 8for steamboat company.

July 20 Wail, Jonathan? Invoice tPhiladelphia?3 toJohn Fitch. 1 p.
Ms.
For lumber.

1786 July 21 cFitch, John, Financial accounts cPhiladel—phia?, 1 p.
Ms.
Cover3 period of Ju.y S through July 21for steamboat company.

ditch, John Financial accounts cPhiladel—phia7, 1 p.
‘1s.
br period of July 21 through July 28for steamboat company.

1786 June 23

53. 1786 June 24

1786
.r.

55. • 1786

(56.: ç1786

.1!86

58. 1786

178659.

60.

6i. 1786 July 21

i ;;:y
.

t!:



•2. 1786 July 27 WeIll, Peter. Invoice Philadelphia? to
John Fitch. 1 p.

Holograph signed.
For goods and services.

63. .1786 July 28

64. 1786 Aug. 3

65. Ll786. Aug.

Fitch, Johx Financial accounts LPhila—
delptüa2 ‘8 p. on 4t.

Ms.
Personal transactions.

Fitch, John. Letter Philadelphia3 to John
Ccx. 1 p.

Holograph signed.
Co;.ipany plans to raise price of subscription;

wants information passed on to Stacy Potts.

8 Harvey, Sampson. Receipt,.’Philadelphia, to
John Fitch. 1 a.

Holograph signed.
For purchase ci’ cordage0

Brooke and Wilson(Firm?) Receipt cPhiladei—phia?, to John Henderson. I p.
Ms. signed.
For nails.

Par1er, Samuel. Receipt Philade1phia to,,
John Fitch. 1 p.

Holograph signed.
For payment for brass tubes.

Simmons and Robeson(Firm?)
delphia?3 to Pete Weill.

Ms. signed.
For payment of goods.

66. 17•5 Aug. 19

7. l7do oeo. 1

Receipt Phi1a—
1 p.

Invoice, Phila—.
lp.

68. .1786 Sept. l

!69. 1786 Set. 12

70. 1786 Sept. 21

Douglass and Morgan(Firm?)
deiphia, to John’Fitch.

Ms.
For bar iron.

Fitch, John. Letter, Philadelphia, to
homas Nii’flin. .p. o at.

Holograph signed.
Admits ignorance of existence of steam

engine as of April 1785: laments neglect by
Congress; severll subscribers delinquent in
payments; request for loan turned down by
the Pennsylvania As.;embly; requests Mifulin
to solicit subscriptions
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1786 Nov. 27 Melcaer, ±d:i. Receipt, Philadelphia,
John Fitch. 1 p.

Holograph signed.
For purchase ot bar iron.

to

Nov. 27 Neicher, Adam. Receist, Pnhladelphia,
John’Fitch 1 p.

Holograph si(,ned.
For purchase oi bar iron.

1786 Nov. 29 louglass and Morgan(Pirm?) invoice Phi1a—
delphia3 to John Pitch. 1 p.

Ms.
For par iron,

Dec. 1 Meluher, Adam. Receipt, Philadelphia,
John Fitch. 1 p.

Holograph signed.
For bar iron.

DOC. 4 ilelcher, Adam. invoice Pniladelphia
John Pitch. 1 p.

Holograph signed.
For bar iron.

Dec4? Invoice, place unknown. 2; p. on LI.
Ms.
Text unreadable.

85. 1786 Dec. 4

86. 1786 Dec. 4

87. 1786 Dec. 6

88. cl786 Dec. 8

Meicher, Adam. Invoice Philadelphia3
John Fitch. 1 p.

Hologrph signed.
For bar iron.

Melcner, Adam. Receipt, Philadelphia,
LJohn Fitch0 1 p.

Holograph signed.
For purchase ol bar iron.

to

to

Morris, Benjamin 1istar Invoice, Phila
delphia, to the members o± the steamboat
company. oh IL

Ms.
Prom treasurer ol the company.

Pitch, Joan. Letter Bucks County, Pa.?
to Messrs. Mathewj Carey and Company
Philadelphia, r2.i p. on 14.

Holograph signed.
Pollow;d by a seôond manuscript copy

writen by Pitch.
Descriues mechanical condtruction of

s tarnboat.

80. 1786

81.

to

82. 1786

1786

84. 1786

to

to
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el2e

List, place unknown. 1 p.
Ms.
Barnes of some of the members of the

Kentucky Convention indicating counties
which they represent.

Pitch, John. Latter Bucks County, Pa. to
tLie Speaker of the House of the Pennsylvania

Assembly. j on at.
Holograph signed. .1::

Answers objections to law raised by
others; this copy was sent to General
jhomas3t1ifflin.

Pitch, John. Letter, Philadelphia, to the
editor of the Columbian Magazine, Phila
delphiaj 1 p.

Holograph signed.
Peels steamboat has been erroneously

presented.

Pitch, John. Letter, Philadelphia, to
William Henry, .Lancaster cPa. - 2 p.
on 14.

Holograph signed..
Requests permission to use his name in

remarks to the Pennsylvania Assembly.

Pitch, John. Letter, Dover Del,, to.
Henry Voight cihiladelphiaz 1 p.

Holograph signed.
Includes small sketch.
Raises question regarding steamboat

cylinder.

Feb. 1 Booth LJnesa Receipt, Dover Dela to;.
John Pitch 1 p.
Holograph signed.
Payment for engrossing a law.

105. 1787 Feb. 9 Article of incorporation Ehiladelphia?
Ms.
Ninth article of steamboat company

stating benefits’ derived by members.

Pitch, John3 Letter, Bucks County Pa.
to tue legislature of the state of New
Cork. 2 p. onl

Ms.

Requests legislature’s encouragement.

“I .

\ . . .

..

99. .

:

100. l786i

101. .1787 Jan..3

: a.: I

4.

102. 1787 Jan. 6

:41

‘ ......

.

- .;.

103. i787 Jan. 22

(.1O4. 1787

.106. l787 Feb. 24j



Moore, James, Certificate, Philadelphia.
lp.

Ms.
Regarding dispute with Arthur3 Donaldson

in Pennsylvania.

Financial Lecounts Philadelphia. 4 p.
on 21.

1.8.
For steaiLboat conpany; covers freriod

July 26, l7dó_’iarch 10, 1787.

Riggs, Caleb 3. Letter, i4ew York, to John
Fitch, Philadelphia. 1 p.

Holograph signed.
Informs Fitch that he had been given

exclusive rights by New. York legislature.

Mar. 18 Fitch, John; Financial accounts Phila—..
delphia?3 1 p.

Ms. •

Mar. 20 Meicher, Adam. Invoioe, Philadelphia, to
John Fitch. 1 p.

Holograph signed.
For bar iron.

.12. 1787 Mar. 24

113. 1787 Apr. 2

114. i787 Apr. 3
j.::;.cf

4,’
3 .::: :4;

‘115. :.t1787 Apr. 17
-.

1•.

116. : 1787 Apr. 18

•
-

i•n’ë%(

k*)øb’1 ‘

Neicher, Adam. Invoice, Philadelphia, to
John Pitch. 1 p.

Holorapia signed.
For sheet iron.

iielcher, Adam. Invoice, Philadelphia, to
John Fitch. 1 p.

Holograph signed.
For bar iron.

Prahl, Lewis. Invoice, Philadelphia, to..
John Fitch. 1 p.

Holograph signed.
For hardware.

Douglass, Andrew. Invoice, Philadelphia,
to John Fitch. 1 p.

Holograph signed.
For bar iron.

Ludlam, George. Invoice, Philadelphia, to
John Fitch. I p.

Holograph signed.
For goods and services.

—13—

107. !1787? Mar. 5

108. 1787 Mar. 10

Mar. 15- 109. • 1787

•.

r

• ,.jV:

:)‘..

110. ‘Th.1787

111. •••2787



ej4...

Turner, G., and others. Statement, Phila—.f1.
delphia. 1 p.

siolorapa signed.
Experiments made with steam un by

Richard Wells, Richard Stockton and. Turner.
Aocompaniq4 by sketch of steam cannon.

Apr. 27, Thatcher, Joseph. Invoice, Philadelphia, to
John Pitch. 1 p.

Holograph signed.
•.For lumber.

May 3 King, Daniel, Jr. Invoice Pnilade1phia?
toJohnPitch. lp.

Holograj4i signed.
br brass cocks.

Pitch, Jonn. Letter, Philadelphia, to
Joshua Anderson. 1 p.

Holograph signed.
Questionu propriety of.a suit; anxious

to settle disagreement.

Buckley, Daniel. Certificate cPhiladelphia?j
lp.

Holograph signed.
Refers to paragraph copied by Rumsey •

from Buckley’s letter in order to injurec
Pitch.

Pitch, John. Financial accounts, Philadelphia.
Sb p. on 21.

Ms.
Covers period of March l2eJune 13, 1787;

certified correct by Richard Wells, Richard
Stockton and Benjamin Say.

Hutchins, Thomas. Letter, Eew York, to
John Pitch, Philadelphia. 1 p. Address on
verso of a blank second leaf.

Holograph signed.
Unable to pay bill for subscription to

the steamboat company.

Rohr, John. Receipt Philade1phia?, to
gJohn Pitch. 1 p.

Holograph signed.
Per purchase of coal.

Rohr, John. Invoice cPhiladelphia?, to
John Fitch. 1 p.

Holorapb signed.
“For files.

• •.:,:
• •.

: U7. ‘.ä787 Apr.; 18

118. l787

• (fl9.’1787.

120. 17b7 May 10

121. L787 May 12

• 122. 1787 June 15
• •;:.••• •.,.. :•

• :•:
:I::..

:•
• I’

• I ••
•

.4

123.. 17ts7 June 15
• •;. ,:.•. . .

• ::

124. 178T June 18

‘

••• • •

125. 1787 June 19

St!27 ‘i<P! ..i

•‘1 .&.?i •.
.4



—15-
:.

:. : :

•178 June 25

;. .

127. 1787 June 30

ç•.. .128. 1787 .. July.•.l5
t. .. . -

V

.129. .1787 July25

-

• 130. 1787 July 28

:-•..

r•t•:. 8:.

“3’ .; 1787. Aug. .11

. 133. . 1787 Aug.
:•• •

:•. : •• • .

134. 1787 Aug.

%;

135.

14

20

1787 Aug. 21

•:..;fl. •it

Fitch, John. Letter, Philadelphia, to the
Virginia delegates in convention ©Phila—
delphia. 3.p. on 24.

dolograpt signed.
Why 3teamboat should be supported by

public bodles; value for inland navigation.

Fox, George. Invoice cPhiladelPhia?3to
John Fitch. 1 p.

Holograph signed.
For bar iron.

Branhani, Eben. Invoice.tPhiladelphiaj to
John Pitch. 1 p.

Holograph signed.
For three months rent of a shop.

Schneider, Casper. Invoice ©Philaselphia?3
to John Pitch. 2. p. .

Holograph signed. • .
For lime.

Parker, Samuel. Invoice Philadelphia3to
John Fitch. 1 p.

Holograph signed.
For brass chambers.

Pettit, Charles. Letter, Philadelphia,
c.JOhn,3 Fitch. 1 p.

Holograph signed.
Declines offer to join steamboat company;

had declined earlier due to risk.

Douglass tindrew, Receipt Philadelphia
to cJohna Fitch. 1 p.

Holograph signed.
For purchase of bar iron.

Wood, Thomas. Receipt.Philadelphia?3to
John Fitch. 1 p.

Holograph signed.
For purchase of lumber.

Douglass Andrewa Invoice Philadelphia
to John Fitch. 1 p.

Holograph signed.
For bar iron.

Fitch, John. Letter, Philadelphia, to
tWilliam Samuel3 Johnson cPhiladelphia
1 p.

Holograph signed.
gratitude for viewing his efforts.

‘L .t*i.±e



136. L17872 Aug. 2.5 Johnson 1il1iam 3amue1 Letter Phi1a—
da1phia to Jon Flicu. 1 p.

Ms.
Enjoyment ol exhibition of previous day.

137. 1787 Aug. 24 Pitch, John Letter, Philadelphia, to
Robert Molris. 1 p.

Acknowledges gift of share in steamboat
company.

138. 1787 Aug. 28 Craft, Jacob. Iiivoioe Phi1ade1phia
lp.

Holograph signed.
For files.

139. 1787 Aug. 31 Douglass, George. invoice, Philadelphia,
to John Fitca. 1 p.

Ho1ogrpn signed.
For oar iron.

140. 1787 Sept. 5 Fitch, John. Letter Phi1ade1hia to
cEdmunds Handoiph bhi1adelphia 2 p.

Hologrc.ph signed.
Plans to petition Virginia for exclusive

rights; invitation to make voyage while in
Philadelphia at the Constitutional Con
vention.

141. 1787 Sept. 7 Bartram, Moses, Receipt Phi1adelphia?
to John Fitch. 1 p.

HolograDh s.Lgned.
For purchase of lead.

142. 1787 Sept. 10 Ludlam, Geo:ge Receipt, Philadelphia, to
John Fitch. 1 p.

Holograph signed.
For pipe.

143. 1787 Sept. 12 Towns, Thomas. Receipt Philadelphia?
to PhiIp Knal. 1 p,

Holograph signed.
For purchase of lumber.

144. 1787 Sept. 14 PcitCh3 John2 Letter, Philadelphia, to
LWIlliam .3amuel Jonnsoi. 1 p.

Ho1oaeh signed,
Congressional comiittee report on

CJahnes) Rumseys petition; requests John
son’s patronage for his own claim.

l787 Sept. 30 Fitch, John Financial accounts cPhila—
deuhia? 3 p. on 21.

JFoi oeIioa June 15—ieptember 30 for
steunooat comoanv.



Longstreth, Daniel, and others. Certificate,
Warminster To;.nship cfa.z 1 P.

ziolo;ra;h sined.
titch’s trip to Kentucky about two

years before; expected encouragement from
Virginia; pigned by Longstreth and thir—
teen others.

Penington, Edward. Certificate Philadelphia
1 p.

Holograph signed.
Saw Rumsey’s boat in September of 1784

and it was not run by steam.

Pitch, John3 Letter Phi1adelphia?3 to
the Committee of the Virginia Assembly.
2 p. on 14. t

fls.
Requests exclusive rights.

Pitch, John • Letter Philadelphia?3 to ••fr
Pgatrick’Henry. 1 p.

Holograph signed.
This item on same page as next entry. :4
Requests amendment of bill extending .,:

rights from !ourteeh 3o twenty-one years:

Pitch, John. Letter gFhiladelpaia? to
John Beckley. 1 p.

aologrph signed.
Expresses gratitude.

Virginia. Laws sttutes, !t2. law, Richmond.
2 p. .

Ms •

Gives PItch exclusive sights in Virgiiiia;
Certified as true copy by John Beokley fld ::
Jcames3 Taylor. -‘

Clapham, Josiah, and others. Certificate?!.
Richmond. 1 p.

Holo(jriph Sicfled. -

Certifies that several generals declred
•that Rumsey’s boat was not propelled by
steam.

Pitch, John. Letter, Annapolis, to Thomas
Johnson. i p.

Holograph signed.
Denies accusation of attempting to -

circumvent Rumsey; awaits his letter.

:

‘46. 1787 Oct. 1

147.: 1787 0t. 4
‘I’: 4..

• L.:_ 7.

148. 17b7 Oct. 31a

(t.

.

• fl49. :1787. Oct. 31
:.

:

I;

)O. gl787 Oct. 3l

;15l. 1787 Nov. 7

•. .._•fl •

‘b S ••

•‘• 152 .1787 Nov. 9

Nov. 211787



— —.•• .s.t. aatr ‘-—

.18-

•54. ;1787 Nov. 24

.155. 4787

157. 3787

Nov. 24

Dec. 12

Pitch, John. Letter, Annapolis, to the
4ary1and House of Delegates Annapo1is
lp.

Holograph signed.
This item on same page as next entry.
Views a to cbntent of letter which

cGeorge3 Wasaington it ill submit to the
Committee regarding Rumsey.

Fitch, John. Letter, Annapolis, to Cornelius
Mills cAnnapolisti 1 p.

Holograph signed.
Requests committee report and law when

passed to be sent to Richard Wills in
Philadelphia

Pitch, John. Letter, Annapolis, to Thomas
Johnson cAnnapolist, 1 p.

Holoraph signed.
Enclosure absent.
Hopes Maryland law will exclude foreigners

and persons outside the state; enclosing
copy of Virginia law.

Rittenhouse, David. Certificate, Philadel
phia. 1 p.

Holograph signed.
Certifies tnat he has been on board

Fitch’s steamboat wnen in motion; co-..
signed by John Sing.

Dec. 13 Ellicott, Andrew. Statement, Philadelphia.
1 p.

Holograph signed.
First to encourage Pitch; value of

steamboat for internal navigation.

Ball, John. Letter, Trenton, to John Fitch,
Philadelphia. 1 p.

Willing to come to Pailadelphia if
steamboat company icelu it is still

necessary.

gPitch, Johna Pinancial account Phi1a-;.
delphia?a 1 p.

Holograph.
Expenditures for food.

.Brooke, James. Statemtat. 1 p.
Holo;;raph signed.
Mr. Pleseants exhibited a model of

*rker’s mill based on principles of
.Rumsey’s mill sometime in 1787.

4;.
156. àov. 24:1787

158. 1787

159. 1787 Dec. 19

:t160oc1787Za

161. l787?

..y
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Fitoh, John, Finanoial actounts Phila.
delphia?, 1 p.

Holograph.
For food.

Fitch, John. Letter Philadelphia?3 to
gNath*niel3 )iitohell and cJames, White

.gNew York, 1 p.
Holograph signed.
Requests rnasons against Rumsey be read

in Congress. —

cFitch, John Financial acoounts Philadelphia3
lp.

Holograph. . :..

For food.

Fox, George. Invoice cPhiladelphia?, to
John Fitch and Henry3 Voight. 1 p.
Holograph signed.
For hardware.

Fitch, Jobn Extract gPhiladelphia?
4 p. on 22.

Holograph.
From minutes of Pennsylvania Assembly:.

December 14, 1785-March 28, 1787 regarding
his petition.

Fitch, Jgobn2 Letter cPhiladelphia?a to
gEdmund Randolph, the Governor of Virginia...
lp.

Holograph signed.
Trip to Ohio country; relationship with

Indians.

k

:;c1 •‘••

ditch, John, Statement Philadelphia?
2,p.onl2.

Holograph. -

Remarks on estimated speed of his first
steamboat.

Fitch, John. Letter Pbiladelphia?a to the
Committee of the United States Congress.
4, . on 2€.
Holograph signed.
Reasons Ramsey can lay no claim; would

sooner be guilty of suicide than undertake
a project which would result in his becoming
a dependent wretch.

162. l!8i

163. c1787b

164. c1787,:i
..I. .

I €

:. •.: !•€:3

I

165. ©1787

:
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: 1787?
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167. g1787?j
‘•. :,&..
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168. •c1787?a
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169. cli8tb
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c•& •7i Jc.

ttt,I
S.

ji•
(SSJ:.:.

• 5.

et



—20--

John Statement Philadelphia?
3 p. on 21.

Holograph.
This copy followed by another copy of

same,
Reasons why James Rumsey cannot lay

lay claiih to steamboat.

Fitch Joh Statement (Philadelphia?
4 p. on 21.

Holograph signed.
Advantages of steamboat; farewell to

Pennsylvania.

Fitch, John Statement, place unknown.
L2

Holograph.
Itemized list of fifty comments in four

numbered columns regarding Rumsey controversy.

cEitch, John Statement, place unknown.
8 p. on 41.

Holograph signed.
Remarks on James Rumsey’s claim; back

ground o his own claims; dispute with
Arthur Donaldson; European methods of
recording inventions; his pipe boiler.
request for loan turned down by Pennsylvania.

Fitch, John. Letter Bucks County, Pa.?
to the Pennsylvanie Assembly P1ailadelphia3
16 p. on

Ms. signed.
Remarks on LArthurZ Donaldson’s claim,

Say, Benjamin. Letter, Philadelphia, to
Joan Fitch, New York. 1 p

Holograph signed.
Rumsey’s influence in Virginia; rumored

to be coming to Philadelphia; wIll write
to acquaintences in Richmond.

Fitch, John. Letter New York to the
United States Congress New York. p.
on 1.1.

Fitch, John. Letter, New fork, to cCyrus
Griffin3 the President of Congress cNew York
1 p.

Holograph signed.
Reauests his support.

170. 1787

171. clV3L

172. C’787.]

1 ••7Q’-7--f). CL1o)ti

174. 1787?

175. 1788 Jan. 8

176. 1788 Jan. 24

177. 1788 Jan. 24

Holograph.
Requests financial support.
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178. 1788 Jan. 27 Pitch, Joan, Letter, New York, to Thonaas
Hutchins, 2, p. on l.

holobraph signed.
French Consul will talk to members of

Congress regarding his request; asks
Hutchins to do likewise.

179. 1788 Jan. 29 Fitch, John. Letter, New York, to Alexan
der Hamilton New 1ork. 1 p.

holograph signed.
Requests his patronage.

18O. 1788 Feb. 1O Fitch, John. Letter .New York? to James
Madison. 2; p. on J.

Holograph signed.
His difficulties; requests Madison’s

support.

181. 1788 Feb. 18 Pitch, John iixtract, Philadelphia. 1 p.
Holograph.
From New lork Journal, and Daily

Register.
Comments on Rumsey’s boat.

182. 1788 Feb. 18 Pitch, John. Letter, New York, to the
Committee of Congress New York 1 p.

Holograph signed.
Requests 30,000 acres In area of the

Miami and Ohio Rivers if he can prove that
he has propelled a boat by steam only
for a distance ta be specified.

183. 1788 Feb. 22 Woods, John. 3tatement, New York. 1 p.
Holograph signed.
Cost of navigating the Misissippi

River from Ne Orleans to the Illinois
River

184. 1788 Feb. 25 Fitch, John. Letter, New York, to the
Committee of Congress New York. 2 p.
on l.

Holograph signed.
Proposes to navigate a boat from New

Orleans to the Illinois cRiVer will be
lighter than present boats.

185. 1788 Mar. 4 Clarke Abraham and otners0 Report, New
York. c2 p. on l.

rl.z.
Prom committee considering request for

land, recomments approval and sets forth
a resolution.
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Pitoh, John3 Letter, New York, to cThomas
Tudor Tucker cNew York3 j p•

Holograph.
Concerned with Tucker’s view of report

of committee. . . . . -.
Pitch, John. Letter, New York, to Abraham

Clarke gNew York3 1 p.
Holograph signed.
Thanks him for his efforts on his behalf.

Pitch, John. Letter, New York, to Nathan3
Dane KNew York, 1 p.

Holograph signed.
Requests support of his request before

Congress.

Pitch, John. Letter ew York3 to Dyre2 . “5
Kearney, aNew York3 1 p.

Holograph signed.
Requests Kearney to take responsibility

for his petition before Congress due to
gJamesa Madison’s absence.

Pitch, John. Letter, New York, to Jeremiah
Wadsworth cNew York. 23 p. on 14.

ilolograph signed.
Requests his patronage in Congress.

Pitch, John. Letter, New York, to gkiohel
Guillaume Jean de Crhvecoeur, New York
lp.

Holograph signed.
Addressed to “St. John.”
Will name a town at the mouth of the

Miami River after him if Congress approves.
his request for land.

Crbvecoeur, Michel-Guillaume Jean dea
Letter, New York, to JobnPitoh cNew York)

p. on 14. . .

Ms. signed. .. .

Signature is “St. John.”
Plattered with the idea of having a

town named after him; hopes that jLouis:4VIz
King. cof Prance3 will encourage. and.&support.-•:.
Pitch. . . .

Pitch, John. Letter, New York, to Abraham
Clarke KNew York, 1 p.

Ho1oraph signed. . .. I •
This item on same page as next two entries.;:
‘Requests that he be allowed to ohoose.Z

land at mouth of the Miami River3

•;:$.t.>.\n:t%t.kL ..:• . . . . . . . .

.11 .
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:.. 187. .1788 Mar. 6

?I::.;.;lag..1788 Mar. 7
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19]. : 1788 Mar. 18
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192.. 1788 Mar. 19
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193. 1788 Mar. 21
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Pitch, John. Letter New York3 to aeremiahaWadsworth New York 1 p.
Holograph signed.
About to return to Philadelphia; requests

petition be brought before Congress before
Wadsworth leaves office.

Pitch, John. Letter, New York, to Nathan3
Dane New York 1 p.

Holograph signed.
Requests that he be allowed to choose.

location of land.

King, Roswell. Letter, Charleston cS. 0.3to John Pitch, Philadelphia. t33 p. on 24.Rolograpik signed.
Pitch’s nephew has presented petitions

to Assemblies of North carolina and South
Carolina; both desire sworn statements
and further perfection.

ditch, John3 Letter, Philadelphia, to
Michël-GUillaume Jean de Crbvecoeur, ;New
York. 2j.p. on lI. . •

Holograph signed.
Followed by another unsigned copy..
Addressed to “St. John.”
Has sent him copies of his map; southernpart reliable; problems with cylinder;

hopes for Congressional approval.

Cràvecoeur, Michel—Guillauiae Jean de3
Letter, New York, to John Pitch, Phialdel—
phia. g2 p. on 1?. Address on verso of
a blank second leaf.

Ms. signed.
Signature is “St. John.”
Sympathizes with his difficulties;

hopes for news from Paris soon.

Pitch, Jon. Letter, Philadelphia, to
:.

gl4iche flaume Jean de Crbvecoeur, New
York3 1 p. ci.

Holograph signed.
Addressed to “St. John.”’

• Rumsey has published a pamphlet against
him in Philadelphia; requests he.withol&.:t.

lb.his opinion until Pitch’s reply appetrs..

Pitch, John. Letter, Philadelphia, to Thoms
Jefferson cParis, .2 p. on 14. Address’

• on verso of a blank second leaf. :•;.
Holograph signed.

‘ ‘ •1
His exclusive riçhts in Virginia, Delaware,Pennsylvania, New Jersey and.. New York; £
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gcrhveooeura has sent account of steam
boat to the Prime Minis tar of Pra.noe;
requests Jefferson place application in
his name for exclusive rights in Pranoe;
work begun on improved boiler.

‘1

Apr. 144\200..1788
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American Philosophical Society,
13, 20, 25, 26

Anderson, Joshua, 120

Barrel, Colborn, 2

J3artram, Benjamin, 97

Baxtram, Moses, 141

Beckley, John, 150, 151

Bloomfield, Joseph, 3

Booth, James, 104

Branham, Eben, 128

1iggs, Samuel, 55

Brooke, James, 161

Brooke and Wilson (firm),
66

Buckley, Daniel, 121

Budd, Joseph, 92

Burnham, Thomas, 1

Cadwalader, Lambert, 15

Cardoqui, Diego de, 19

Carey, Matew, 88

Charles 111, King of Spain, 19

Clapham, Josiah, 152

Clark, George Rogers, 71

larke, Abraham, 185, 187,,
193

Colles, Christopher, 43

Numbers refer to entries in text.

Columblan lia g a z me, 89, 101

Cook, Edward, 1

Cox, John, 64

Craft, Jacob, 138

Crvecoeur, Miphel—Guillaume
Jean do, 1o, 191, 192,
197, 198, 199, 200

Dane, Nathan, 187, 195

do Cardoqul, Diego
See Cardoqul, Diego de

Donaldson, Arthur, 34, 57, 91,
107, 175, 174

Douglass, Andrew, 115, 152,
134

Douglass, George, 139

Douglass and Morgan (firm),9,
74, 81

Duffeild, Edward, 29

Dunlap and Claypoole (firm),
28

Edwards, John, 71

Ellicott, Andrew, 29, 158

Ewing, John, 10, 14, 29, 157

iox, George, 73, 127, 167

Pox, M., 75

Joalins, John, 11

Griffin, Cyrus, 177

Gun, stesm 117



Hall, John, 159

mi1tOn, Alexander, 179

Harvey, Sampson, 65

Henderson, John, b6, 76

Henry, Patrick, 21, 25, 149

Henry, William, 102

EopkInsOfl, Francis, 29

Hornblower, Josiah, 45, 45

Houston, William Churchill,
14, 15

dutchins, Thomas, 10, 123,
178

Illinois River, 163, 184

Indians, 71, 169

rae1, Israel, 92

- dfferson, Thomas, 200

Johnson, Thomas, 24, 15), 156

Johnson, William, 90

Johnson, William Samuel, 155,
156, 144

Kearney,Dyre, 189

Kentucky Convention, 99

King, Daniel, Jr., 119

King, George, 1

King, Roswell, 196

King, Rufus, 17

Knal, Philip, 143

Lee, Richard Henry, 17

ingston, William, 29

Longstreth, Daniel, 1, 146

Lon3streth, Jonathan, 1, 39,
71

Louis LVI, King o France, 192

Ludlarn, George, 116, 142

McHenry, James, 17

NcMahan, i1lliam, 71

Madison, James, 180, 189

Magaw, Samuel, 20, 25

Map of the north west parts
öih UnT S t3. t e S...
TB , 2523 T7

Maryland. Assembly, 8, 30,
51, 154

Meleher, Adam, 18, 79, 80,
82, 8), 85, 83, lii, 112,
115

Llendenhall, Adam, 46

Miami River, 162, 191, 193

Mifflin, Thomas, 70, 100

Mills, Cornelius, 155

Mississippi River, 165

Mitchell, Nathaniel, 165

Moore, James, 107

Morris, Denjamin Wistar, 40,
87, 95, 94, 95

Norris, Cadwallader, 10

Morris, Robert, 137

Nancarrow, John, 29

New Jersey. Assembly, 36

New york. Assembly, 106, 109

Nev york Journal, and Dai1r
jiter, 1bl
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North Carolina. Assembly, 196

Ohio River, 182

parker, Samuel, 67, 130

Patterson,, Robert, 2b, 29

Penlngton, Edward, 6, 147

Pennsylvania. Assembly, 9,
32, 33, 54, 57, 70, 72,
91, 100, 102, 16o, 174

Peyania Gazette (Philade1-
piT, 5

Pettit, Charles, 151

Phillips, John, 3

Pinkney, William, 51

Potts, Stacy, 64

Prahi, Lewis, 77, 96, 114

ndo1pb, .dmund, 140, 1b9

Read, Jacob, 16, 17

Riggs, Caleb 8., 109

Rittenhouse, David, 157

Robr, John, 124, 125

Rumsey, James, 4, a, 7, 8,
9, 27, 121, 144, 147,
152, 153, 14, lol, 1o4,
1b5, 170, 172, 175, 175,
181, 199

St. John, Hector
See Crëveôoeu, Michel
üT1laume Jean do

Say, Benjamin, 52, 69, 122,
175

ueider, Caspar, 129

3ffel, Jacob, 12, 53

t, Robert, 42

Sergeant, Jonatnan Dick±n.on, 10

Simmons and Robeson (firm), 68

Skellorn, Richard, 44, 48,
50

3nia1lwood, ii11iam, 24

Smith, Samuel, 16

Somers, James, 2

Someton, i11iam
See Summerton, William

South Carolina0 Assembly, 195

Steelman, Zeph6niah, 2

Stockton, Richard, 40, 117,
122

Stockton, Thornton, Palmer and
Trist (firm), 98

Suminerton, i11iam, 55, 57

Taylor, James, 151

Thatcher, Joseph, 118

Towns, Thomas, 145

Tucker, Thomas Tudor, 186

Turner, G., 117

United States. Congress, 10,
17, le, 55, 70, 164, 176
176, 162, 184, 187, 189,
190, 191, 194, 198

United States Constitutional
Convention, 140

Vanhorn, William, 1

Virginia. Assembly, 7, 148,
151

Voight, Henry, 75, 103, 1b7

wadsworth, Jeremiah, 190, 194

Wail, Jonathan, o9

Washington, George, 4, 154



S

K’
II

i1 :
3.

•uI.

• 1
I

tI: 71

•••

• .•.•3•ç•• .•

.1I. • •
1.

•. —.• •••••.
•_•I

• ;•:.t •..

•..: .t ..• ‘ •.•i.•4.

3
.•1:.•i’$x••• I

-4
4.

•b
:‘ •?• r”. .—I.,4•. •C?—as.

• -

• ••:.

I
-

L.r

4411, Peter, 62, 68

11s, Richard, 29, 40, 41,
44, 52, 117, 122

Wells, Wifliam Rill, 47

West, Charles, Jr., 1

Wetherill, Samuel, 49

White, James, 165
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Wilkinson, James, 71

Will, Pitch’s, 1

Wills, Richard, 155
:Wilscn, James, 40, 41

Wood, Thomas, 133

Woods, John, 183


