October 12, 1942

’rg zl,o I.Me ml. '
Assocliation of American Railroads
Transportation Building

Dear Mr, ¥¢ Dougles

g7

This letter will confim the conversations which Mr. Jack Delano
and I have been having with your office concerning his proposed.
trip to do a story on transportation in the Wess. L

We would 1ike to emphasize at this time ¥he part \he reilroeds

© are playing in the war effort of this country. Mr. Delane's

itinerary, as we have worked it out, will give first consideration -

to the moving of materials. He will want te start %w jJob in

Chicago. This seems to us the logical place to get the fesling

of the mltiplicity of reilroad facilities.. After he lmd worked

here for & couple of weeks, he would then like %o take a freight

train to the West Comat, probably over a norshem route, getting
- something cf the drema and flavor of the "freight train® ; a more
deisurely trip along down the Pacific Const; and a series of short

~ trips by freight or passenger from the West Coast buck ‘%o Chiomge.

On the jump from the coast back again, we hope he will have an
opportunity to change treinz and pick up all the types of things
that are loaded onto cars — materials, people, etc.; alse %o get A
some thing of the feeling of the little towns and the Jarger eities
through which thw train runs. Mr. Delano is preparing & written

~detatled cutline of the proposed itinerary which we Mave worked cut,

. Imm this is a prety ,bmdiu&wmt, and as mn,m wiil )
probably fall eanewhat behind acoomplishing all that we now have
in mind. We would apprediate no end any assistancs which the

. dmeociation of American Railrcads oan give us in arrenging tmes

‘sehedules, getting clearsnce for us with the reilrosds who oss
best fi% into mueh A schedule, We will, of couzwe, get the approval
of Ao Army and the Federsl Bureau of Investigution on this venture.

| We wish %o Ahank you for all the courtesies which you have extended

o us, v N
Hacersly yeurs, i
© Roy B, Stwyeer, Ohief
T Division of Photograply

Buresu of Publicaticns and Grephice




