The Small Town is the cross-roads where the land meets the city, where the
farm meets commerce and industry. It is the contact point where men of the
land keep in touch with a civilisation based on mass-produced, city-made
gadgets, machines, canned movies and canned beef,

Inevitably any attempted coverage of ocur Farm population must include the
Fammers' place-of-exchange, an exchange of produce for cash, for manufactured
goods, an exchange of gossip and ideas. A thorough country-wide picture of
the American institution SMALL-TOWN is bound to illustrate regional differences
in agricultural methods, living standards, crops, clothing, folkways, local
government, architecture, climate, etc; at the same time, it is sure to accen-
tuate similarities of a national rather than a regional character.

Because of the importance of the Small Town in imerican rural lire, every
Farm Security Administration photographer carries s permanent small-town
shooting=-script. Whether he goes on assignment to cover projects in Ohic or
Migrants in Texas, that shotting script is in his pocket, and, often read, to
& large extent in his head. As he drives along, through hundreds of towns, he
cannot help but run into items on the script. He stops the old bus, shoots,
and goes on. Only occasicnally does he remain overnight when some special
event intrigues him. For, to him, the Small Town is a perennial rather than a

special assighment. That shooting script in his pocket is an environment for



his curiosity and ingenuity as long as he remains on the staff.

¥ain Street
Stores, theathres, garages, barber shops, town hall, jail, firehouse.
Fire hydrants, traffic signs, hitching posts.
Cars and trucks, parked and in transit, wagons and horses, loads on
trucks to show the nature of the products grown or produced or sold in
the neighborhoed. :
Pgople on the street. Show faces, clothing, and activities.

¥en loafing and talking. Women waiting for the men, coming out of
stores, window shopping, tending children,

¥enus in windows, inside pictures showing posters, show-cards, and
"restaurant life". Workers in restaurants and stores, methods and
habits of serving customers.

Pool halls, ice-cream parlors, saloons, notion stores, hardware
stores, and seed and feed stores, drug stores, funeral parlors.

The church, the cemetery, the railroad station, bus terminal.

The editor, the town marshal,the postman or rural mail-carrier, the
butcher, plumber, blacksmith, filling-station attendant, clerk,
harness maker.

That ?cpa the town going? A study of local industries would be of great
ue,
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