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The FoBeAs Photographers

B, . - % Wmﬁm&h remm qm&iftmtmwmtumhtu A —
“staff far beyond artimtry and mechanical-skiil, Alone-ta-thefield; the F3A - ;
—___ photographer must be adle to interpret-shat-he—sees—f¥om many -sspectss Ho must - ..

be a good.deal of a social sclentist, with- some theoretical and W :
much practical grounding; he is the gocial- investigator with a camera as Mfs o

R "WFBO&'; he wist s a Tiret-rate reporter —- mot of spot news -~ tut of the
major curreats of ocur time ag they mttut themgelves pietcruuy 1: w one loca-
- «w—«lit?rm be-adle to-distingutsh-Dedw biznged information and “He
. have a wealth of knowledge of a ur!.oey of m,:ccta ~= frem rural arc g tec ture
e Y0 twacter conmtruction; and he must he capadle with pencil and note-book $o 4————-~w-
almost the sams degree as with lems and shutter,
This means that our photographers, ia addition to their regular work, are
T 77 forever readlig —— Feading not only the faily press and the usual bocks, btat
studying reports, stasistical and otherwise s which may han Bosrhc on ﬂu rnu-n o
Y+ & mmﬁqﬁt—m&ﬁ—m "

#To do this kind of job the photographer has to be more than an artist, ~-more
-—-than-an adequate mechenic, &mmm:taftaocﬁmw something =
ofaneconomist,homtbeagooddaalofawmhr, eqmlhratm'uha : |
_hostess or a farmerle wife; he must bave a hsalthy nose for news soupled WitE &
thorough scepticism of biased informatipn; and more than anthing else, he mt
have a basic mdarstanding for the meaning of his story. This, as far ax
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Photography has taken & new and important place in modern life

f - in the role of disseminating information., Evidence of this
: new pesition can be found in such magasines as "Life" and *Look";
: in the improved roto seetions of some of our best newspspers; in
: picture books for youth and for adults; in profusely illustrated
: reports and monogrephs. The photograph is no longer merely an

- ~ 1llustretion, Groups of photographs preperly selected, edited,
! and captioned, are giving a new turn to modern journalism, The
3 camers in the proper hands should become & worthy aid to government
3 ' agencies. o .

" The Farmm Security Administretion has recognized this new trend

? : in photography, It has accepted the cmuers as an esgential aid
in presenting the problems with whieh it has %o work; and to

. « convey to interested persons the pregress made in dealing with
these problems. In short, it bas accepted the camers as a firste
’ : class reporting mechanism. ‘ o ‘

In order for the Farm Security Administretion photographers to do
this camera reporting they mist be something of soeiclogists,

economists, historisns. That they be expert camera erafismen

is taken for grented, That they have a good gemerdl background

coupled with the faoculty for aeqiring a working knowledge of a o
variety of subjects (rursl architecture, caneer research, mechanioal f
‘processes, for instance) is essentiale ; Lo S

In prmring for a field assigmmens, let us say to photogreph the
“work of the Fam Security Administmtion in the Mississippi Delta,
the prossdure will be something as followss - '

| le The photographer through study and resdingand through

. conferences with subject matter mmuf- becones

; [ thoroughly familiar with the Delta country and its -

N goneral problems, These include geography, the agri-

 enltural system, the crops grown, the dominant industiries,
the living habits of the pesople. ' o
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Re m. preparation of a “shooting sé;-ipt" fe;'w’phow-
grephic survey, This is usually a Joint project particie
pated in by the pho’togu‘p)ur and the Washington staff,

3. The thorough oheaking of his equipment, and carefully
conducted tests in cellaboretion with the laberatory
~ on the particular film to be used, and the particular
! ' ‘developing prooess to be used in developing the film
~after it is sent in from the £i#dd. :

b Onlmminw field lﬂm girst job will be to get a :
rapid and comprehensive view of the area to be worked;
~ and to mske contacts with government officials and private ‘
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~ date taken, the

“and reports for otlier govsrmme :
- of the ‘Buresus im the Departesnt of Agriculture, the U, 8. Public
" Health Service, the Social Seeurity Board, the U, 3. Housing
Authboritys This regquires considerable ability on their part to
1% M teshnique and gemeral knowledge %0 varied situstions

individuals as a guide in finding the best
places in which %0 work; to check the adequacy
of his “shooting soript®; and to obtain new idna
on the photogrephic approach.

S5« , e _ahotegraph, It is here that the
lographer h put te the real test. He is in

tb M and on his own initiative. The *-hooting
soript® is prepared in Washington and not in the
field. It is, therefors, up to the photographer to

~ adjust the differences which he finds in the soript

%0 the actual. Many things conceived in the original
oatline are not photogrephable, Angles are found |
which must be included., The good investigator=photo-
grepher makes those adjustments u:mx & mirduma of
eonfusion and time, :

In short, the photographer is given an asnizmunt,
and through independent investigation he is expected
to bring back & report with His camera. This often
requires great tact and rescurcefulness in the
handling of pecple and of Mmt&m.

f mpmwmphd.:w&mﬁmwdwmmquu

report, This conmsists of brief oaptions for each picture and

fuller detailed reports to sessmpany the thotogrephic reportt,

For our Hypothetical Mississippi Delta survey each picture

would carry the minimum of informatipn: The place taken, the
ographer, and same short identifying eaption,

T hio job would be accompanied by a general

 based on the photographerts shwervations

m zmum. The photographs have a greatly imsveased

usefulness both to the government and to publishers amd suthors
depending upon the care with which the photographer supports his
photographs with this report.

Our photogrevhers are mllnﬂ upen to make 9hotogmph1e surveys
st agmeies., These include many

ches in order to make an intelligent photographie
pr»m&m of material with which they are not aramruy

' famili‘h\ , ;
' .Tmymwwgin technical advise in the processing

of negatives and of photemph-. And to act in an sdvisory




capacity to regionsl information pooplo by giving technical
advice in the operation of their cameras, and to pass
‘technical opinioa on aontracts for the uking of photographs.

By tuu and r«ureh they evaluate photagnphic developments
and processes, new equipment, and supplies, and pass this
information on to other photozmphie sections of the government.
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