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Preface 
 

Charles Wright began publishing his poems in the early 1960s, which means that his career as a poet 
is now into its sixth decade.  During the course of this time he has published almost thirty volumes 
of poetry, plus a dozen limited-edition collections.  What he has chosen to preserve is contained 
now in four volumes, which bring together most of the poems that appeared in his numerous 
books: Country Music (1982), The World of the Ten Thousand Things (1990), Negative Blue (2000), and Bye-
and-Bye (2011).  This substantial and still growing body of work has been recognized for its 
excellence, having garnered now some two dozen awards and prizes (see Appendix). 
 The present bibliography provides a record of Wright’s substantial body of work through 
2014 and of the things that have been written about that work—books, articles, reviews.  The 
various lists found here are intended to aid readers whose goal is further study and deeper 
understanding.  Users are invited to send me corrections and additions: daytondernham@gmail.com 

As almost everyone knows, the World Wide Web addresses (URLs) that use the http 
protocol, will frequently appear and then disappear.  Almost all of those in the present list were 
active in 2014, but I have not rechecked each one. 
 

Robert D. Denham 
Emory, Virginia 

January 2015 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 

mailto:daytondernham@gmail.com
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Primary Sources 
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Alphabetical List of Titles 

 
Antología minima.  Trans. Philip Metzidakis.  Caracas, Venezuela: Pequeña Venecia, 1993. 
Appalachia.  New York: Farrar Straus Giroux, 1998.  French translation by Alice-Catherine Carls, Les 

Appalaches = Appalachia.  [Soisy-sur-Seine]: Editinter, 2009.   
Backwater.  Costa Mesa, CA: Golem Press, 1973.   
Black Zodiac.  New York: Farrar, Straus and Giroux, 1997.   Braille edition, National Library Service, 

BR 11995.  Spanish translation by Jeannette L. Clariond, Zodiaco Negro.  Foreword by Harold 
Bloom.  Valencia: Pre-textos, 2002. 

The Best American Poetry 2008, ed. Charles Wright.  Series Editor David Lehman.  New York: 
Scribner, 2008.  

Bloodlines.  Middletown, CT: Wesleyan University Press, 1975.  
Buffalo Yoga.  New York: Farrar, Straus and Giroux, 2004.  
Bye-and-Bye: Selected Late Poems.  New York: Farrar Straus Giroux, 2011. 
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Colophons.  Iowa City, IA: Windhover Press, 1977.  Limited edition: 200 copies.  
Country Music.  Middletown, CT: Wesleyan University Press, 1982.     
Country Music.  2nd ed.  With David St. Johns’ “Charles Wright’s Country Music.”  Hanover, NH: 

Wesleyan/New England Press, 1991. 
Chickamauga.  New York: Farrar, Straus and Giroux, 1995. 
China Trace.  Middletown, CT: Wesleyan University Press, 1977.     
Crepuscolo americano e altre poesie (1980-2000).  Trans. Antonella Francini.  Milan: Jaca Book, 2001.   
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December Journal.  N.p.: Geary Press, 1990.  Limited edition. 
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Littlefoot. A Poem.  New York: Farrar, Straus and Giroux, 2007.  Spanish translation by Eduardo 

Zambrano and Jeannette L. Clariond, Potrillo: Un poema.  Prologue by Helen Vendler.  San 
Pedro Garza García, Mexico: Vaso Roto Ediciones, 2011.   

Negative Blue: Selected Later Poems.  New York: Farrar, Straus and Giroux, 2000.  Exeter, Devon, 
England: Stride Publications, 2000.   

Night Music.  Exeter, Devon, England: Stride Publications, 2001. 
North American Bear.  La Crosse, WI: Sutton Hoo Press, 1999.  Limited edition: 136 copies. 
The Other Side of the River.  New York: Vintage, 1984.  Italian translation: by Gaetano Prampolini, 

L’altra riva del fiume. Milano: ExCogita Editore, 2001.  
Outtakes / Sestets.  Art by Eric Appleby.  Louisville, KY: Sarabande Books, 2010. 
Private Madrigals.  Madison, WI: Abraxas Press, 1969.  Limited edition: 200 copies.   
Scar Tissue.  New York: Farrar, Straus and Giroux, 2006.   
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A Short History of the Shadow.  New York: Farrar, Straus Giroux, 2002. Castilian translation by 
Jeannette L. Clariond, Una Breve historia de la sombra.  Albacete: DVD Ediciones, 2009.  Breve 
storia dell’ombra.  Trans. Antonella Francini.  Milan: Crocetti, 2006. 

Sestets.  New York: Farrar, Straus and Giroux, 2009. 
Six Poems.  London: Royal College of Art, 1964.  Illustrated by David Freed.  Limited edition: 20 

copies. 
Snake Eyes.  Exeter, Devon, England: Stride Publications, 2004.  British ed. of A Short History of the 

Shadow. 
Southern Cross.  New York: Random House, 1981. 
The Venice Notebook.  Boston: Barn Dream Press, 1971.  Limited edition: 500 copies. 
The Voyage.  Iowa City: Patrician Press, 1963.  Limited edition: 25 copies.    
The World of the Ten Thousand Things: Poems 1980-1990.  New York: Farrar Straus Giroux, 1990.     
Wright: A Profile.  New Poems by Charles Wright with an Interview and a Critical Essay by David St. John.  

Iowa City: Grilled Flowers Press, 1979. 
The Wrong End of the Rainbow.  Louisville, KY: Sarabande Books, 2005.   
Xionia. Poems.  Iowa City: Windhover Press, 1990.  Limited edition: 250 copies.   
Zone Journals.  New York: Farrar Straus Giroux, 1988.  Exeter, Devon, England: Stride Publications, 

1996.   
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The Venice Notebook.  Boston: Barn Dream Press, 1971.  Limited edition: 500 copies. 
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Bloodlines.  Middletown, CT: Wesleyan University Press, 1975.  
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Colophons.  Iowa City, IA: Windhover Press, 1977.  Limited edition: 200 copies.  
Wright: A Profile.  New Poems by Charles Wright with an Interview and a Critical Essay by David St. John.  

Iowa City, IA: Grilled Flowers Press, 1979. 
Dead Color. Poems.  San Francisco, CA: Meadow Press, 1980.  Limited edition: 285 copies.   
Southern Cross.  New York: Random House, 1981. 
Country Music.  Middletown, CT: Wesleyan University Press, 1982.  2nd ed.  With “Charles Wright’s 

Country Music.”  Hanover, NH: Wesleyan/New England Press, 1991. 
Four Poems of Departure.  Portland, OR: Trace Editions, 1983.  Limited edition: 500 copies. 
The Other Side of the River.  New York: Vintage, 1984.  Italian translation: by Gaetano Prampolini, 

L’altra riva del fiume. ExCogita Editore, 2001.  
Five Journals.  New York: Red Ozier Press, 1986.  Limited edition: 100 copies. 
A Journal of the Year of the Ox.  Iowa City, IA: Windhover Press, 1988.  Limited edition: 150 copies. 
Zone Journals.  New York: Farrar Straus Giroux, 1988.  Exeter, Devon, England: Stride Publications, 

1996.   
December Journal.  N.p.: Geary Press, 1990.  Limited edition. 
The World of the Ten Thousand Things: Poems 1980-1990.  New York: Farrar Straus Giroux, 1990.     
Xionia. Poems.  Iowa City, IA: Windhover Press, 1990.  Limited edition: 250 copies.   
Antología minima.  Trans. Philip Metzidakis.  Caracas, Venezuela: Pequeña Venecia, 1993. 
Chickamauga.  New York: Farrar, Straus and Giroux, 1995. 
Black Zodiac.  New York: Farrar, Straus and Giroux, 1997.   Braille edition, National Library Service, 

BR 11995.  Spanish translation by Jeannette L. Clariond, Zodiaco Negro.  Foreword by Harold 
Bloom.  Valencia: Pre-textos, 2002. 

Appalachia.  New York: Farrar Straus Giroux, 1998.  French translation by Alice-Catherine Carls, Les 
Appalaches = Appalachia.  [Soisy-sur-Seine]: Editinter, 2009. 

North American Bear.  La Crosse, WI: Sutton Hoo Press, 1999.  Limited edition: 136 copies. 
Negative Blue: Selected Later Poems.  New York: Farrar, Straus and Giroux, 2000.  Exeter, Devon, 

England: Stride Publications, 2000.  
Crepuscolo americano e altre poesie (1980-2000).  Trans. Antonella Francini.  Milan: Jaca Book, 2001.   
Night Music.  Exeter, Devon, England: Stride Publications, 2001. 
A Short History of the Shadow.  New York: Farrar, Straus Giroux, 2002. Castilian translation by 

Jeannette L. Clariond, Una Breve historia de la sombra.  Albacete: DVD Ediciones, 2009. 
Buffalo Yoga.  New York: Farrar, Straus and Giroux, 2004. 
Snake Eyes.  Exeter, Devon, England: Stride Publications, 2004.  British ed. of A Short History of the 

Shadow. 
The Wrong End of the Rainbow.  Louisville, KY: Sarabande Books, 2005.   
Scar Tissue.  New York: Farrar, Straus and Giroux, 2006.   
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Littlefoot: A Poem.  New York: Farrar, Straus and Giroux, 2007.  Spanish translation by Eduardo 
Zambrano and Jeannette L. Clariond, Potrillo: Un poema.  Prologue by Helen Vendler.  San 
Pedro Garza García, Mexico: Vaso Roto Ediciones, 2011.  

The Best American Poetry 2008, ed. Charles Wright.  Series Editor David Lehman.  New York: 
Scribner, 2008.  

Sestets.  New York: Farrar, Straus and Giroux 2009. 
Outtakes / Sestets.  Art by Eric Appleby.  Louisville, KY: Sarabande Books, 2010. 
Bye-and-Bye: Selected Late Poems.  New York: Farrar Straus Giroux, 2011.   
Caribou: Poems.  New York: Farrar, Straus and Giroux, 2014. 
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Books: Prose 

 
Halflife: Improvisations and Interviews, 1977–87.  Ann Arbor: University of Michigan Press, 1988.   
Quarter Notes: Improvisations and Interviews.  Ann Arbor: University of Michigan Press, 1995. 
Uncollected Prose: Six Guys and a Supplement.  Salem, VA: Roanoke College, 2000.   
 
 

Other Prose 
 
“Al & Wm.”  Uncollected Prose, 1–3.   
“A.P. and E.D.”  Missouri Review 10, no. 3 (1987): 166–8.  Rpt. in Halflife, 53–5. 
“The Book that Changed My Life.” National Book Foundation.  

http://www.nationalbook.org/bookchanged_cwright.html 
“Bytes and Pieces.”  Iron Mountain Review 8 (Spring 1992): 6–8.  Rpt. with an addendum in Halflife, 

77–88. 
“Charles Wright.”  Poet’s Bookshelf: Contemporary Poets on Books that Shaped Their Art.  Ed. Peter Davis.  

Selma, IN: Barnwood Press, 2005. 191. 
“Charles Wright.” Contemporary Authors, Autobiography Series.  Vol. 7.  Detroit: Gale Research Co., 

1988.  287–303. 
“A Chinese Garland.”  North American Review 273 (September 1988): 38–41. 
 “Dantino Mio.”  The Poet’s Dante.  Ed. Peter S. Hawkins and Rachel Jacoff.  New York: Farrar, 

Straus and Giroux, 2001. 259–64.  Rpt. in Uncollected Prose, 9–13. 
“Giorgio Morandi II.” Antaeus 54 (Spring 1985): 186–7.  Rpt. as “Morandi” in Halflife, 7–9. 
“Halflife: A Commonplace Notebook.”  Field 36 (Spring 1987): 18–34.  Rpt. in Halflife, 20–39. 
“Homage to the Thin Man.”  Southern Review 20 (Autumn 1994): 741–4.  Rpt. in Quarter Notes, 51-4.  

This is part 2 of “Improvisations on Donald Justice.” 
“The Hydrosyllabic Foot.”  Ohio Review 53 (1995): 64 ff.  Rpt. in Quarter Notes 29–30. 
“Improvisations: With Father Hopkins on Lake Como.”  Field 43 (Fall 1990): 10–18.  Rpt. in Quarter 

Notes, 19–27. 
“Improvisations on David Freed.”  David Freed, Printmaker.  Richmond, VA: Anderson Gallery, 

Virginia Commonwealth University, School of the Arts, 2001. 
“Improvisations on Donald Justice.”  A Community of Writers: Paul Engle and the Iowa Writers’ 

Workshop.  Ed. Robert Dana.  Iowa City: University of Iowa Press, 1999. 186–92.  Rpt. in 
Quarter Notes, 48–56. 

“Improvisations on Form and Measure.”  Ohio Review 38 (1987): 20–24. Rpt. in Halflife; 3–7; and in 
Written in Water, Written in Stone: Twenty Years of Poets on Poetry.  Ed. Martin Lammon.  Ann 
Arbor: University of Michigan Press, 1996. 

“Improvisations on Montale.”  Field: Contemporary Poetry and Poetics 27 (Fall 1982): 46–54.  Rpt. in 
Halflife, 40–7. 

“Improvisations on Pound.”  Field: Contemporary Poetry and Poetics 33 (Fall 1985): 63–70.  Rpt. in 
Halflife, 10–19. 

“Improvisations: The Poem as Journey.”  Southern Review 29, no. 2 (Spring 1993): 259–73.  Rpt. in 
The Strangest of Theaters: Poets Writing across Borders.  Ed. Jared Hawkley, Susan Rich, and Brian 
Turner.  Harriet Monroe Poetry Institute / San Francisco: McSweeney’s Books, 2013. 307–
25; and in Quarter Notes, 31–47. 
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“Improvizacije.”  Trans. Ana Jelnikar. Nova revija, Letn. 21, nos. 237–38 (January–February 2002): 
191–202. [Slovenian] 

“Introduction.”  David Freed: Printmaker by Ted Potter.  Seattle, WA: University of Washington Press, 
2002.   

“Introduction: Improvisations on Profligacy and Restraint.”  The Best American Poetry 2008.  Ed. 
Charles Wright and David Lehman.  New York: Scribner, 2008. xvii–xxi. 

“Jump Hog or Die.”  Verse 8 (Winter–Spring 1992).  Certain Solitudes: On the Poetry of Donald Justice.  
Ed. Dana Gioia and William Logan.  Fayetteville: University of Arkansas Press, 1997. 137–
40.  Rpt. in Quarter Notes, 48–51.  This is part 1 of “Improvisations on Donald Justice.” 

“Larry Levis and the First-time, One-time, Manuscript Day.”  Uncollected Prose, 4-5. 
“Little Apocalypse.”  In The Art of Writing. 19 September 

2010.  http://hannahabelein.blogspot.com/2010/09/little-apocalypse-by-charles-
wright.html.  Also at A Word Is Worth a Thousand Pictures.  28 August 2011.  
http://soothsayerslayer.wordpress.com/2011/08/28/little-apocalypse-charles-wright/ 

“Miseducation of the Poet.”  Gettysburg Review (Winter 1993): 73–103.  Rpt. in Quarter Notes, 3–18. 
“Narrative of the Image: A Correspondence with Charles Simic.”  Gettysburg Review 8 (Winter 1995): 

9–21.  Rpt. in Quarter Notes, 57–74. 
“Piero.”  Uncollected Prose, 7–8. 
“The Student.” Uncollected Prose, 6. 
“Symposium on First Books of Poetry: Charles Wright. The Grave of the Right Hand.”  Hayden’s Ferry 

Review 6 (Summer 1990): 116. 
“Titleism.”  Ohio Review 48 (1992).  Rpt. in Quarter Notes, 28.  
“Tom Andrews: An Appreciation.”  Random Symmetries: The Collected Poems of Tom Andrews.  Oberlin, 

OH: Oberlin College Press, 2002. 1–6. 
“Two Explanations” [of “Death” and “Bar Giamaica’”].  In Ecstatic Occasions, Expedient Forms.  Ed. 

David Lehman.  New York: Macmillan, 1987.  206–8.  Rpt. in Halflife, 48–52. 
“What I Didn’t Say about Your Poems.”  Uncollected Prose, 14–17. 
 
  

 

http://hannahabelein.blogspot.com/2010/09/little-apocalypse-by-charles-wright.html
http://hannahabelein.blogspot.com/2010/09/little-apocalypse-by-charles-wright.html
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Interviews 
 

Block, Melissa.  “New Poet Laureate: “The Meaning Has Always Stayed the Same.”  National Public 
Radio.  www.mtsu.edu/tnlitproj 

________.  “Ancient of Days.”  “U.S. Poet Laureate Reads Fall Poem, ‘Ancient Of Days.’” National 
Public Radio.  26 September 2014.  http://www.npr.org/2014/09/25/351529381/u-s-poet-
laureate-reads-fall-poem-ancient-of-days 

Bourgeois, Louis.  “An Interview with Charles Wright.”  Carolina Quarterly 56 (Spring–Summer, 
2004).  A revised version appeared in VOX 1, no. 2 (April 2006): 50–6.  This version rpt. in 
Denham, Charles Wright in Conversation, 143–8.  

Brown, Jeffrey. “Conversation with Charles Wright.”  PBS Newshour.  12 June 
2014.  http://www.pbs.org/newshour/poetry/charles-wright-named-u-s-poet-laureate/ 
Transcript available at http://www.pbs.org/newshour/bb/entertainment-jan-june11-
charleswright_03-01/ 

Browning, Maria.  “Metaphysician of the Daily Life.”  Chapter 16.  19 June 2014.  
http://www.chapter16.org/content/library-congress-names-charles-wright-us-poet-laureate 

Caseley, Martin.  “Through Purgatory to Appalachia, by Martin Caseley.”  PN Review 27 (September–
October 2000): 22–5.  Rpt. in Denham, Charles Wright in Conversation, 93–103. 

Casper, Robert and Dara Weir, moderators.  “Q&A with Charles Wright.”  At the Flying Object 
[nonprofit arts organization], Hadley, MA.  24 October 2014. 

Chitwood, Michael.  “ET & WNC Express Lines: An Interview with Charles Wright.”  North 
Carolina Literary Review, 2, no. 1 (Spring 1994):173–87.  Rpt. in Quarter Notes: Improvisations and 
Interviews, 141–62. 

Clark, Miriam Marty, and Michael McFee.  “A Conversation with Miriam Marty Clark and Michael 
McFee.”  Arts Journal [Asheville, NC], February 1989: 8–13.  Rpt. in Denham, Charles Wright 
in Conversation, 49–58. 

Cooperman, Matthew.  “Interview (with Matthew Cooperman).  Quarter Notes: Improvisations and 
Interviews, 163–73. 

Coulette, Henri.  Untitled interview in The Unsung Lyre: Interviews with Fourteen Poets.  Ed. Henri 
Coulette.  Privately printed, 1971.  M4–M21. 

Di Salvo, Thomas.  “An Interview with Charles Wright.”  Writer’s Chronicle 39, no. 6 (May–Summer 
2007): 40–5. 

Ellis, Carol.  “With Carol Ellis.”  Iowa Journal of Literary Studies 7 (1986): 139–54.  Rpt. in Halflife: 
Improvisations and Interviews, 1977–1987, 153–68. 

Farnsworth, Elizabeth.  “Prize-Winning Poetry.”  The News Hour, April 15, 1998.  On the occasion 
of Wright’s being awarded the Pulitzer Prize for Black Zodiac.  
http://www.pbs.org/newshour/bb/entertainment/jan-june98/wright_4-15.html  

Francini, Antonella.  “With Antonella Francini.”  Halflife: Improvisations and Interviews, 1977–1987, 
117–25. 

Friebert, Stuart, and David Young.  “Charles Wright at Oberlin.”  Field, No. 17 (Fall 1977): 46–85.  
Rpt. in A Field Guide to Contemporary Poetry and Poetics.  Ed. Stuart Friebert and David Young. 
New York: Longman, 1980.  241–71; and rpt. as “At Oberlin College” in Halflife: 
Improvisations and Interviews, 59–88. 

Gardner, Thomas.  “Interview with Charles Wright.”  In A Door Ajar: Contemporary Writers and Emily 
Dickinson.  New York: Oxford University Press, 2006. 95–108. 

Genoways, Ted.  “An Interview with Charles Wright.”  Southern Review 36 (Spring 2000): 442–52.  
Rpt. in Denham, Charles Wright in Conversation, 119–26. 

 

http://www.mtsu.edu/tnlitproj
http://www.pbs.org/newshour/poetry/charles-wright-named-u-s-poet-laureate/
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Grossman, Martin.  “An Interview with Charles Wright.”  Skywriting, No. 3 (September 1973): 6–10. 
Heyden, William.  See Rubin, below. 
Hill, Derrick.  “A Conversation with Poet Charles Wright.”  Tennessee Literary Project.  Middle 

Tennessee State University.  www.mtsu.edu/tnlitproj 
Kelley, Deborah Abbey.  “Interview.”  64 Magazine [Richmond, Virginia] May 2000: 35–6. 
Lee, May-Lily.  “Virginia Conversations: Poetry and Prose.”  Virginia Public Radio. 4 October 2013.  

Audiotape.  http://virginiapublicradio.org/2013/10/04/virginia-conversations-poetry-
prose/ 

McBride, Elizabeth.  “Charles Wright: An Interview.”  Ohio Review 34 (1985): 14–41.  Rpt. as “With 
Elizabeth McBride in Halflife: Improvisations and Interviews 126–52. 

McClatchy, J.D.  “The Art of Poetry XLI, Charles Wright.”  Paris Review 113 (Winter II, 1989): 185–
221.  Rpt. in Quarter Notes: Improvisations and Interviews, 89–121. 

________.  “Poets in Person: Charles Wright with J.D. McClatchy.”  Chicago: Modern Poetry 
Association, 1991.  Audiotape.  Hosted by Joseph Parisi.  See also Parisi, “Charles Wright,” 
in Poets in Person: A Listener’s Guide. 2nd ed. [Chicago]: Poetry Press, 1997.  Rpt. in Denham, 
Charles Wright in Conversation, 59–64. 

Pfefferle, W.T.  “Charles Wright: Charlottesville, Virginia.”  Poets on Place: Interviews and Tales from the 
Road.  Logan: Utah State University Press, 2005. 190–2. 

Quinn, Alice.  “The New Salon: Poets in Conversation.” 18 November 2010.  Co-sponsored by the 
Poetry Society of America and the New York University Creative Writing Program.  
Audiotape.  http://cwp.as.nyu.edu/object/cwp.podcasts.fa10 

Remnick, David.  “An Interview with Charles Wright.”  Partisan Review 50, no. 4 (1983): 567–75.  
Rpt. in Denham, Charles Wright in Conversation, 21–8. 

Rubin, Stan Sanvel, and William Heyden.  “‘Metaphysics of the Quotidian: A Conversation with 
Stan Sanvel Rubin and William Heyden.”  The Post-Confessionals: Conversations with American 
Poets of the Eighties.  Ed. Earl Ingersoll, Judith Kitchen, and Stan Sanvel Rubin.  Rutherford, 
NJ: Farleigh Dickinson University Press, 1989. 25–38.  Rpt. in Denham, Charles Wright in 
Conversation, 37–48. 

Russell, Anna.  “What Does a Poet Laureate Do, Anyway?”  Speakeasy. 13 June 2014.  
http://blogs.wsj.com/speakeasy/2014/06/13/charles-wright-named-the-u-ss-20th-poet-
laureate/ 

St. John, David.  “An Interview with Charles Wright.”  Wright: A Profile.  Iowa City: Grilled Flowers 
press, 1979. 33–49.  Rpt. in St. John’s Where the Angels Come Toward Us: Selected Essays, Reviews 
& Interviews. Fredonia, NY: White Pine Press, 1995; and in Denham, Charles Wright in 
Conversation, 11–20.   

Santos, Sherod.   Quarterly West 12 (Spring–Summer 1981): 18–45.   
________.   “An Interview with Charles Wright.”  Missouri Review 10, no. 1 (1987): 73–95.  Rpt. as 

“With Sherod Santos” in Halflife: Improvisations and Interviews, 1977–1987, 169–85. 
Schuldt, Morgan. “An Interview with Charles Wright.”  Sonora Review No. 43 (2002): 74–80.  Rpt. in 

Denham, Charles Wright in Conversation, 127–341. 
Skeel, David.  “Captain Dog: A Conversation with Charles Wright.”  Books and Culture: A Christian 

Review 16, no. 2 (March–April 2010): 16. 
Spiegelman, Willard.  “Interview.”  Literary Imagination: The Review of the Association of Literary Scholars 

and Critics 2 (2000 Winter): 108–21. Rpt.  In Denham, Charles Wright in Conversation, 105–117. 
Stamberg, Susan.  “Charles Wright Wins Ruth Lilly Poetry Prize.”  National Public Radio, Morning 

Edition, 5 May 1993. 
Suarez, Ernest, and Amy Verner.  “Charles Wright.”  Five Points: A Journal of Literature & Art 2 

(Spring–Summer 1998): 7–32.   Rpt. as “Interview with Charles Wright” in Southbound: 
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Interviews with Southern Poets, by Ernest Suarez with T.W. Stanford III and Amy Verner.  
Columbia: University of Missouri Press, 1999. 39–61; and in Denham, Charles Wright in 
Conversation, 65–82. 

Teegarden, Troy.  “An Interview with Troy Teegarden.”  Metropolitan Review 2, no. 1 (Spring–
Summer 1999).  Rpt. in Denham, Charles Wright in Conversation, 93–6. 

Turner, David Cross.  “Oblivion’s Glow: The (Post)Southern Sides of Charles Wright.” storySouth 
Summer 2005.  Rpt. in Denham, Charles Wright in Conversation, 133–41. 

Vadnie, Rebecca Swain.  “Interview with Poet Charles Wright.”  Orlando Sentinel 11 October 2002. 
E3.  http://articles.orlandosentinel.com/2002-10-10/news/0210090498_1_rsv-great-
poems-poetry 

Vox Populi: Georgetown’s Blog of Record.  “On the Record with Charles Wright, famous American poet 
from Tennessee.”  22 March 3013.  http://blog.georgetownvoice.com/2013/03/22/on-the-
record-with-charles-wright-famous-american-poet-from-tennessee/ 

Young, David.  “Language, Landscape, and the Idea of God: A Conversation.”  Iron Mountain Review 
8 (Spring 1992).  Rpt. in Quarter Notes: Improvisations and Interviews as “Language, Landscape, 
and the Idea of God: A Conversation (with David Young),” 122–40, and in Appalachia and 
Beyond: Conversations with Writers from the Mountain South.  Ed. John Lang.  Knoxville: 
University of Tennessee Press; 2006. 121–37. 

Zawacki, Andrew.  “Charles Wright.” Verse 16, no. 2.  Rpt. in The Verse Book of Interviews, ed. Brian 
Henry and Andrew Zawacki.  Amherst, MA: Verse Press, 2005. 18–29; and in Denham, 
Charles Wright in Conversation, 83–92 

Zeppa, Mary.  “The Art and Process of Translation: Charles Wright on Eugenio Montale and Dino 
Campana.”  Poet News (October 1985): 1, 8–10. Rpt. in Denham, Charles Wright in Conversation, 
29–36. 

 
 

  

 

http://blog.georgetownvoice.com/2013/03/22/on-the-record-with-charles-wright-famous-american-poet-from-tennessee/
http://blog.georgetownvoice.com/2013/03/22/on-the-record-with-charles-wright-famous-american-poet-from-tennessee/
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Translations  
 
Campana, Dino.  Autumn Garden.  Winston-Salem, NC: Palaemon Press, 1984.  Palaemon Press 

Broadside Number Forty-Six.  126 copies, of which 100 are numbered. Printed in black and 
red.  

Campana, Dino.  Orphic Songs.  Trans. Charles Wright.  Oberlin, OH: Oberlin College Press, 1984. 
Montale, Eugenio.  Mottetti = Motets.  Trans. Charles Wright.  Iowa City, IA: Windhover Press at the 

University of Iowa, 1981.\ 
________.  Selected Poems.  Trans. Jonathan Galassi, Charles Wright, and David Young.  Oberlin, 

OH: Oberlin College Press, 2004. 
________.  The Storm and Other Poems.  Trans. Charles Wright.  Oberlin, OH: Oberlin College Press, 

1978. 
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Broadsides 
 
“After Reading Wang Wei, I Go Outside to the Full Moon.”  New York: Dia Center for the Arts, 

1991.  Trifold portfolio with broadside and biographical information laid in.   
“Appalachian Lullaby.”  1 sheet, 28 x 13 cm., provenance unknown. 
“Ars Poetica.”  Port Townsend, WA: Copper Canyon Press, 1984.  Printed on laid paper; type 

ornament in red. 
“As Our Bodies Rise, Our Names Turn into Light.”  New Michigan Press.  Printed on the occasion 

of Wright’s reading on Poetry Night at Grand Valley State University, 2004.  Edition: 400 
copies. 

“Autumn Garden” by Dino Campana, translated by Charles Wright.  Winston-Salem, NC: Palaemon 
Press, 1984.  Printed in black and red on heavy stock, in an edition of 126, 100 of which are 
numbered. 

“Blaise Pascal Lip-Syncs the Void.”  Emory, VA: Iron Mountain Press, 1991.  An Iron Mountain 
Press Broadside.  Printed on the Occasion of the Tenth Annual Literary Festival at Emory & 
Henry College October 10, 1991. 

“California Spring.” Folger Evening Poetry Series, 1979–80.  Printed in black on brown paper. 
“China Traces.” Asheville, NC: Book Works Studio, 2007.  Limited edition broadside, printed by 

letterpress on a Vandercook press.  Paper: Rives BFK. 
“Cloud River.” Originally published in China Trace.  1 sheet, 12 x 23 cm.  Provenance unknown. 
“College Days.”  Published on the occasion of the Vereen Bell Memorial Reading at Davidson 

College in honor of professor of English Gill Holland.  Wright read at his alma mater, 
Davidson College, on 5 April 2004. 

“Cowboy Up” and “Hasta La Vista Buckaroo.”  Charlottesville: Virginia Festival of the Book 
Center.  Original ink drawings by Frank Riccio.  Printed on the occasion of Wright’s reading 
at the 2008 Virginia Festival of the Book.  Paper: Stonehenge.  Edition: 100. 

“Equation.”  North Cambridge, Mass., Pomegranate Press, 1975.  In the American Poets Broadside 
Series. 

“‘54 Chevy.”  Salem, VA:  Melas Press, 2000.  333 copies, 33 of which, on Fabriano, are numbered 
and signed by Wright. 

“Gate City Breakdown.”  Iron Mountain Press, Emory, VA, 1981.  Printed by letterpress on 
Fabriano Ingres, 250 copies.  Five copies numbered A-E printed on Fabriano Roma.  Type: 
Kennerley, with wood display.  Black and gray.  

“Here Is the Truth: A Stanza from Charles Wright’s Southern Cross.”  Illustrated by John H. Howard.  
Los Angeles: Golemics, 1983.  

“History Is a Burning Chariot.”  Virginia Arts of the Book Center, Charlottesville, VA.  100 copies.  
Printed by Josef Beery on the occasion of Wright’s giving the inaugural reading as poet 
laureate at the Library of Congress, 25 September 2014. 

“Homage to X.”  Laurel & Hardy Press, 1970. 
“Morning Occurrence at Xanadu.”  Lexington, KY: Sarabande Books.  350 copies. 
“Nerval’s Mirror.”  North Cambridge, MA: Pomegranate Press, 1975.  In the American Poets 

Broadside Series. 
“Next-to-Last Gasp.”  Northfield, MA: North River Press. Edition of 100 copies. Artwork by Karie 

O’Donnell.  Printed offset. 
“Nostalgia III.”  Chicago: Poetry Center of Chicago, 2002.  Produced on the occasion of Wright’s 

reading at The Poetry Center on November 7, 2002.  Printed in green on white paper, with 
illustration by Timothy Straveler.  Edition: 50 copies. 
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“October II.”  Emory, VA: Emory and Henry College, 1997.  Poem on recto, with “Emory & 
Henry College is pleased to announce the establishment of The Daniel Leidig Lectureship in 
Poetry” on verso.  300 copies. 

“Omaggio a Montale.”  Santa Cruz, CA.  95 copies designed, illustrated with a woodcut, and printed 
by Gary Young at the Greenhouse Review Press.  

“An Ordinary Afternoon in Charlottesville.”  Large broadside illustrated with intaglio and relief 
etchings by David Freed.  Printed paper portfolio.  Richmond, Va.: Laurel Press, 1996.  20 
copies printed by hand on Pescia Incissioni paper and signed by Wright & Freed. 

“Scalp Mountain.”  Storrs, CT: University of Connecticut Library, 1975. 
“Step-children of Paradise.”  La Crosse, WI: Sutton Hoo Press, 1999.  31 x 25 cm.  Printed by C. 

Mikal Oness on white Johannot paper with a wood engraving by Gary Young of stars at 
night, above and below the text, with treetops at lower left.  From the limited edition of 
Wright’s North American Bear.  Sutton Hoo Press, 1999. 

“Two Poems: East of the Blue Ridge, Our Tombs Are in the Dove’s Throat” and “An Ordinary 
Afternoon in Charlottesville.”  Large folding broadside poem, with intaglio and relief 
illustration by David Freed.  Richmond, Va.: Laurel Press, 1996.  20 copies printed by hand 
on Pescia Incissioni paper and signed by Wright and Freed. 

“Venetian Dog.”  [Salem, VA].  A Melas Press Broadside, printed on Mohawk Superfine in two 
colors by Robert Denham for his Modern and Contemporary Poetry students.  November 
2003. 

“Yard Journal.”  Illustrated with seven colored intaglio etchings by David Freed.  Loose sheets in 
portfolio, slipcase. Richmond, Va.: Laurel Press, 1986.  30 copies signed by Wright and 
Freed. 
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Audio and Video Recordings 
 
 
 
“After Reading Tu Fu I Go Outside to the Dwarf Orchard.”  PoemHunter.com.  

http://www.poemhunter.com/poem/after-reading-tu-fu-i-go-outside-to-the-dwarf-or/ 
Allbery, Debra.  “Lives of the Artists: Line, Landscape and the Poet’s Calling in the Work of Charles 

Wright.”  Warren Wilson College Audiotape, January 2000. 
“American Twilight.”  See “Poet Laureate Charles Wright,” below.  Video  
“Ancient of Days.”  “U.S. Poet Laureate Reads Fall Poem, ‘Ancient Of Days.’” National Public 

Radio.  26 September 2014.  http://www.npr.org/2014/09/25/351529381/u-s-poet-
laureate-reads-fall-poem-ancient-of-days 

“Appalachian Book of the Dead IV.”  See “A Reading by Charles Wright,” below. 
“Appalachian Farewell.”  See “A Reading by Charles Wright,” below. 
“Arrivederci, Kingsport.”  See “A Reading by Charles Wright,” below. 
“Ars Poetica.”  See “Poet Laureate Charles Wright,” below.  Video. 
“Bedtime Story.”  See “Poet Laureate Charles Wright,” below.  Video.  See also Poem of the Day.  

Poetry Foundation.  Audio.  http://www.poetryfoundation.org/features/audioitem/2232.  
For audio only, see “A Reading by Charles Wright.” 

Block, Melissa.  “New Poet Laureate: “The Meaning Has Always Stayed the Same.”  National Public 
Radio.  12 June 2014.  
http://www.npr.org/player/v2/mediaPlayer.html?action=1&t=1&islist=false&id=3213839
34&m=321392916 

“Body and Soul.”  See “Poet Laureate Charles Wright,” below.  Video.  See also “Charles Wright / 
2012-2013 Lannan Center.”  Video. 

“Body and Soul II.” See “Poet Laureate Charles Wright,” below.  Video.  See also 
PoemHunter.com.  http://www.poemhunter.com/poem/body-and-soul-ii/.  Audio.  See, 
still again, “Charles Wright / 2012-2013 Lannan Center.”  Video. 

Brown, Jeffrey. “Conversation with Charles Wright.”  12 June 2014.  
http://www.pbs.org/newshour/poetry/charles-wright-named-u-s-poet-laureate/ 

“California Dreaming.”  See “Poet Laureate Charles Wright,” below.   
“Charles Wright: Essential American Poets.”  Recordings of poet Charles Wright, with an 

introduction to his life and work. Recorded in 2008, in studio, Charlottesville, 
Virginia.  http://www.poetryfoundation.org/features/audioitem/1614 

“Charles Wright on Poetry as a ‘Reason for Living.’”  PBS Newshour.  1 March 2011.  You Tube 
video.  http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DMqm7nircVo.  Transcript available 
at http://to.pbs.org/dLWO3I 

“Charles Wright Reads ‘No Angel.’”  PBS Newshour.  11 June 2014.  You Tube 
video.  http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ezYat1Oydkk 

“Charles Wright Reads Selected Sestets and Other Poems.” Audio Podcast [reading plus 
conversation with Sasha Weiss].  New York Review of Books. 10 December 2009. 
http://www.nybooks.com/podcasts/readings/2009/dec/10/charles-wright-reads-selected-
sestets-and-other-po/ 

“Charles Wright reads ‘When the Horses Gallop Away from Us, It’s a Good Thing.’”  PBS 
Newshour video.  11 June 2014.  http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=u_6J52sIQCg.  Also 
at http://time.com/2864086/who-is-charles-wright-the-new-poet-laureate/ 

 

http://www.npr.org/2014/09/25/351529381/u-s-poet-laureate-reads-fall-poem-ancient-of-days
http://www.npr.org/2014/09/25/351529381/u-s-poet-laureate-reads-fall-poem-ancient-of-days
http://www.poetryfoundation.org/features/audioitem/2232
http://www.poemhunter.com/poem/body-and-soul-ii/
http://www.poetryfoundation.org/features/audioitem/1614
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DMqm7nircVo
http://to.pbs.org/dLWO3I
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ezYat1Oydkk
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=u_6J52sIQCg
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“Charles Wright / 2012-2013 Lannan Center Readings and Talks.”  Georgetown University.  26 
March 2013.  http://vimeo.com/64418536.  Video.  Wright reads the following 
poems::River Run,” “Last Supper,” “Time Will Tell,” “The Woodpecker Pecks but the Hole 
Does Not Appear,” “‘Well, Get Up, Rounder, Let a Working Man Lay Down,’” “With 
Horace, Sitting on the Platform, Waiting for the Robert E. Lee,” “The Song from the Other 
Side of the World,”  “When the Horses Gallop Away from Us, It’s a Good Thing,” “Like 
the New Moon, My Mother Drifts through the Night Sky,” “Sentences II,” “Heaven’s Eel,” 
“Shadow and Smoke,” Body and Soul,” “Body and Soul II,” “Relics,” “‘Just a Closer Walk 
with Thee,” “The Childhood of St. Thomas,” “Toadstools,” “Grace II,” “Road Warriors,” 
“History is a Burning Chariot,” and Lullaby.” 

“The Childhood of St. Thomas.”  See “Charles Wright / 2012-2013 Lannan Center.”  Video. 
“Cicada Blue.”  See “A Reading by Charles Wright,” below. 
“Clear Night.”  Poem of the Day.  Poetry Foundation.  

Audio.  http://www.poetryfoundation.org/features/audioitem/615.  Also available at The 
Poetry Archive: http://www.poetryarchive.org/poem/clear-night 

“Disjecta Membra” (selection).  See “Prize- Winning Collection,” below. 
“The Ghost of Walter Benjamin Walks at Midnight.”  “Poet Laureate of the Twilight.”  University of 

Virginia Magazine.  Spring 2009.  
http://uvamagazine.org/index.php/arts/article/poet_laureate_of_the_twilight/#.VKyNhH
tZv6o 

“Grace II.”  See “Poet Laureate Charles Wright,” above.  Video.  See also “Charles Wright / 2012-
2013 Lannan Center.”  Video. 

“Hasta la Vista Buckaroo.”  PBS Newshour.  http://www.pbs.org/newshour/poetry/charles-
wright-reads-hasta-la-vista-buckaroo/ 

“Heaven’s Eel.”  See “Charles Wright / 2012-2013 Lannan Center.”  Video. 
“History Is a Burning Chariot.”  See “Charles Wright / 2012-2013 Lannan Center.”  Video. 
“Homage to What’s-His-Name.”  “Poet Laureate of the Twilight.”  University of Virginia Magazine.  

Spring 2009.  
http://uvamagazine.org/index.php/arts/article/poet_laureate_of_the_twilight/#.VKyNhH
tZv6o 

“‘I Shall Be Released.”  See “Poet Laureate Charles Wright,” below.  Video. 
“Indian Summer II.”  See “A Reading by Charles Wright,” below. 
“Is.”  See “A Reading by Charles Wright,” below.   
“Jesuit Graves.”  See “Poet Laureate Charles Wright,” below.  See 

also http://media.us.macmillan.com/video/olmk/POETRY_MONTH/2009_audio/Wrigh
t-Charles/Jesuit-Graves.mp3 

“‘Just a Closer Walk with Thee.’”  See “Charles Wright / 2012-2013 Lannan Center.”  Video. 
“Last Supper.”  Poem Hunter.com.  http://www.poemhunter.com/poem/last-supper/. See 

also “Charles Wright / 2012-2013 Lannan Center.”  Video. 
Lee, May-Lily.  “Virginia Conversations: Poetry and Prose.”  Virginia Public Radio. 4 October 2013.  

Audiotape.  http://virginiapublicradio.org/2013/10/04/virginia-conversations-poetry-
prose/ 

Levine, Philip.  “Charles Wright.”   Introduction of Wright at a public reading at the Academy of 
American Poets.  New York: Academy of American Poets, [1997].  Audiotape. 

“Like the New Moon, My Mother Drifts through the Night Sky.”  See “Charles Wright / 2012-2013 
Lannan Center.”  Video. 

“Looking West from Laguna Beach at Night.”  See “A Reading buy Charles Wright,” below. 

 

http://vimeo.com/64418536
http://www.poetryfoundation.org/features/audioitem/615
http://www.poetryarchive.org/poem/clear-night
http://www.pbs.org/newshour/poetry/charles-wright-reads-hasta-la-vista-buckaroo/
http://www.pbs.org/newshour/poetry/charles-wright-reads-hasta-la-vista-buckaroo/
http://media.us.macmillan.com/video/olmk/POETRY_MONTH/2009_audio/Wright-Charles/Jesuit-Graves.mp3
http://media.us.macmillan.com/video/olmk/POETRY_MONTH/2009_audio/Wright-Charles/Jesuit-Graves.mp3
http://www.poemhunter.com/poem/last-supper/
http://virginiapublicradio.org/2013/10/04/virginia-conversations-poetry-prose/
http://virginiapublicradio.org/2013/10/04/virginia-conversations-poetry-prose/
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“Lullaby.”  See “Poet Laureate Charles Wright,” below.  Video.  See also “Charles Wright / 2012-
2013 Lannan Center.”  Video. 

“Mt. Caribou at Night.”  See “Poet Laureate Charles Wright,” below.   
“Poet Charles Wright Reads James Wright’s Poem ‘The Journey.’”  You Tube audio.  

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=l8jeTnKFNYg 
“Poet Laureate Charles Wright.”  Library of Congress.  25 September 2014.  Video.  54 minutes.  

Accompanied by transcript of the reading of the following poems, “Ars Poetica,” “Mt. 
Caribou at Night,” “California Dreaming,” “Under the Nine Trees in January,” “Jesuit 
Graves,” “American Twilight,” “Body and Soul I,” “Body and Soul II,” “Sun-Saddled, Coke-
Copping, Bad-Boozing Blues,” “Bedtime Story,” “Time Will Tell,” “‘Well, Get Up, Rounder, 
Let a Working Man Lay Down,’” “With Horace Sitting on the Platform Waiting for the 
Robert E. Lee,” “‘I Shall Be Released,’” “When the Horses Gallop Away from Us, It’s a Good 
Thing,” “Grace II,” “Sentences II,” “The Shadow and Smoke,” and 
“Lullaby.”  http://www.loc.gov/today/cyberlc/feature_wdesc.php?rec=6560.  Also 
available on BookTV at 
http://www.booktv.org/Watch/16269/US+Poet+Laureate+Charles+Wrights+Inaugural+
Reading.aspx 

“Poet Charles Wright Reads His Work” [Outtakes].  PBS Newshour. 9 February 2011.  You Tube 
video.  http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rbRFFM8z_dQ 

“A Poetic Principles Reading: Charles Wright and Ellen Bryant Voigt.”  Blackbird.  15 October 2013.  
Audio.  http://www.blackbird.vcu.edu/v13n1/features/voigt_wright/intro.shtml 

“Poetry of Mark Strand and Charles Wright.”  Poetry Center, Library of Congress, Spring Season. 24 
April 2008.  Video.  62 minutes.  Accompanied by a transcript of the reading.  
http://www.loc.gov/today/cyberlc/feature_wdesc.php?rec=4318 

“Poetry Reading: David St. John and Charles Wright.” Creative Writing Program, New York 
University.  5 October 2012.  Audio.   http://cwp.fas.nyu.edu/page/podcast 

“Poets Mark Strand and Charles Wright Read from Their Latest Work.”  You Tube video.  5 
October 2012.  http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-V4W9WGqi5U 

“Poets in Person: Charles Wright with J.D. McClatchy.”  Chicago: Modern Poetry Association, 1991.  
Audiotape.  Hosted by Joseph Parisi.  See also Parisi, “Charles Wright,” in Poets in Person: A 
Listener’s Guide. 2nd ed. [Chicago]: Poetry Press, 1997.  Rpt. in Denham, Charles Wright in 
Conversation, 59–64.  Available at http://www.poetryfoundation.org/harriet/2014/06/the-
poetry-of-new-u-s-poet-laureate-charles-wright/ 

“In Praise of Thomas Hardy.”  See “A Reading by Charles Wright,” below. 
“Prize-Winning Collection.”  The News Hour, April 15, 1998.  Video and transcript.  

http://www.pbs.org/newshour/bb/entertainment-jan-june98-wright_4-15/ 
Quinn, Alice.  “The New Salon: Poets in Conversation.” 18 November 2010.  Co-sponsored by the 

Poetry Society of America and the New York University Creative Writing Program.  
Audiotape.  http://cwp.as.nyu.edu/object/cwp.podcasts.fa10 

“A Reading by Charles Wright.”  Blackbird 3, no. 1 (Spring 2004).  Audio.  Accompanying transcript.  
Wright reads “Looking West at Laguna Beach at Night,” “Cicada Blue,” “Indian Summer 
II,” “Appalachian Book of the Dead IV,” “In Praise of Thomas Hardy,” “Is,” “River Run,” 
“Relics,” “Why, It’s as Pretty as a Picture,” “The Wind Is Calm and Comes from Another 
World,” “Appalachian Farewell,” “The Sodbuster Saloon and Hall of Fame,” “A Short 
History of My Life,” Bedtime Story,” “Wrong Notes,” “Arrivederci, Kingsport,” and “"Sun-
Saddled, Coke-Copping, Bad-Boozing Blues.”  

 

http://www.loc.gov/today/cyberlc/feature_wdesc.php?rec=6560
http://cwp.as.nyu.edu/object/cwp.podcasts.fa10
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“Relics.”  See “Charles Wright / 2012-2013 Lannan Center.”  Video.  For audio only, see “A 
Reading by Charles Wright,” above. 

“Reunion.”  Poem of the Day.  Poetry Foundation.  
Audio.  http://www.poetryfoundation.org/features/audioitem/541 

“River Run.”  See “Charles Wright / 2012-2013 Lannan Center.”  Video.  For audio only, see “A 
Reading by Charles Wright,” above. 

“Road Warriors.”  PoemHunter.com.  http://www.poemhunter.com/poem/road-warriors/.  See 
also “Charles Wright / 2012-2013 Lannan Center.”  Video. 

“Sentences II.”  See “Poet Laureate Charles Wright,” above.  Video.  See also “Charles Wright / 
2012-2013 Lannan Center.”  Video. 

“The Shadow and Smoke.”  See “Poet Laureate Charles Wright,” above.  Video.  See also “Charles 
Wright / 2012-2013 Lannan Center.”  Video. 

“A Short History of My Life.”  See “A Reading by Charles Wright,” above. 
“A Short History of the Shadow.”  Poetry Foundation.  Essential American Poets.  

http://www.poetryfoundation.org/features/audioitem/1614 
“The Sodbuster Saloon and Hall of Fame.”  See “A Reading by Charles Wright,” above. 
“The Song from the Other Side.”  See “Charles Wright / 2012-2013 Lannan Center.”  Video. 
“Spider Crystal Ascension.”  Poem of the Day.  Poetry Foundation.  

Audio. http://www.poetryfoundation.org/features/audioitem/2234.  Also available at The 
Poetry Archive: http://www.poetryarchive.org/poem/spider-crystal-ascension 

“Still Life on a Matchbox Lid.”  PoemHunter.com.  http://www.poemhunter.com/poem/still-life-
on-a-matchbox-lid/ 

“Stone Canyon Nocturne.”  Poem of the Day.  Poetry Foundation.  
Audio.  http://www.poetryfoundation.org/features/audioitem/2236.  Also available at The 
Poetry Archive: http://www.poetryarchive.org/poet/charles-wright 

“Sun-Saddled, Coke-Copping, Bad-Boozing Blues.”  See “Poet Laureate Charles Wright,” above.  
Video.  For audio only, see “A Reading by Charles Wright,” above. 

“Time Is a Dark Clock, but Still It Strikes from Time to Time.”  “Poet Laureate of the Twilight.”  
University of Virginia Magazine.  Spring 2009.  
http://uvamagazine.org/index.php/arts/article/poet_laureate_of_the_twilight/#.VKyNhH
tZv6o 

“Time Will Tell.”  See “Poet Laureate Charles Wright,” below.  Video.  See also “Charles Wright / 
2012-2013 Lannan Center.”  Video. 

“Toadstools.”  See “Charles Wright / 2012-2013 Lannan Center.”  Video. 
“Together.”  PBS Newshour.  You Tube Video.  11 June 2014.  

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=noX72Cmc1cQ 
“Under the Nine Trees in January.”  See “Poet Laureate Charles Wright,” above.  Video. 
“Virginia Poet Charles Wright Explores ‘Inexhaustible Power of Words.’”  Poetry Foundation.  

News Hour Poetry Series.  Video.  http://www.poetryfoundation.org/features/video/257.  
Transcript available at http://www.pbs.org/newshour/bb/entertainment-jan-june11-
charleswright_03-01/ 

Weiss, Sasha.  “Charles Wright Reads Selected Sestets and Other Poems.” Podcast [reading plus 
conversation].  New York Review of Books. 10 December 2009.  
Audio.  http://www.nybooks.com/podcasts/readings/2009/dec/10/charles-wright-reads-
selected-sestets-and-other-po/  

 

http://www.poetryfoundation.org/features/audioitem/541
http://www.poemhunter.com/poem/road-warriors/
http://www.poetryfoundation.org/features/audioitem/2234
http://www.poetryfoundation.org/features/audioitem/2236
http://www.poetryarchive.org/poet/charles-wright
http://www.poetryfoundation.org/features/video/257
http://www.nybooks.com/podcasts/readings/2009/dec/10/charles-wright-reads-selected-sestets-and-other-po/
http://www.nybooks.com/podcasts/readings/2009/dec/10/charles-wright-reads-selected-sestets-and-other-po/
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“‘Well, Get Up, Rounder, Let a Working Man Lay Down.’”  See “Poet Laureate Charles Wright,” 
above.  Video.  See also “Charles Wright / 2012-2013 Lannan Center.”  Video. 

“When the Horses Gallop Away from Us, It’s a Good Thing.”  See “Poet Laureate Charles Wright,” 
above.  Video.  Also at PBS Newshour.  11 June 2014.  You Tube 
video.   http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=u_6J52sIQCg.  See, still again, “Charles Wright 
/ 2012-2013 Lannan Center.”  Video. 

“When You’re Lost in Juarez in the Rain and It’s Easter Time Too.”  Poets.org.  
http://www.poets.org/poetsorg/poem/when-youre-lost-juarez-rain-and-its-easter-time-too 

“Why, It’s as Pretty as a Picture.”  See “A Reading by Charles Wright,” above. 
“The Wind Is Calm and Comes from Another World.”  See “A Reading by Charles Wright,” above. 
“With Horace Sitting on the Platform Waiting for the Robert E. Lee.”  See “Poet Laureate Charles 

Wright,” above.  Video.  See also “Charles Wright / 2012-2013 Lannan Center.”  Video. 
“The Woodpecker Pecks, but the Hole Does Not Appear.”  The Griffin Trust for Excellence in 

Poetry. Audio.  http://www.griffinpoetryprize.com/see-and-hear-poetry/p-z/charles-
wright/.  See also “Charles Wright / 2012-2013 Lannan Center.”  Video. 

“Wrong Notes.”  See “A Re4ading by Charles Wright,” above. 
 

   
  

 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=u_6J52sIQCg
http://www.griffinpoetryprize.com/see-and-hear-poetry/p-z/charles-wright/
http://www.griffinpoetryprize.com/see-and-hear-poetry/p-z/charles-wright/
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The Charles Wright Archived Papers 
 

Special Collections, University of Virginia Library 
 

This collection consists of the papers of Charles Wright.  It contains approximately 5,000 items (16 
linear shelf feet), including manuscripts, poetry and translation notebooks kept by Charles Wright, 
professional and personal correspondence, photographs, printed material, news clippings, artwork, 
interviews, book reviews, and tape recordings.  The papers are unrestricted. 

Contents List 
    Correspondence  
        A: Alphabetical Correspondence  
        B: Chronological Correspondence  
    Manuscripts of Works by Charles Wright  
        A: Bound Volumes of Poetry & Translation Notebooks kept by Charles Wright  
        B: Poetry Manuscripts Arranged by Title of Book  
        C: Miscellaneous Manuscripts  
    Manuscripts by Other Authors  
    Miscellaneous Papers 

 

The correspondence files with other poets and literary persons and family, have been arranged by 
the last name of the correspondent (Boxes 1-17). The more frequent correspondents and 
correspondence with some of the other Pulitzer Prize winners in poetry have been placed in 
separate folders with the total number of letters noted in the guide. 

Correspondence with persons who have been awarded the Pulitzer Prize for Poetry include: John 
Ashbery (1 item), Louise Gluck (6 items), Jorie Graham (13 items), Anthony Hecht (1 item), Richard 
Howard (4 items), Donald Justice (142 items), Galway Kinnell (3 items), Yusef Komunyakaa (1 
item), Maxine Kumin (1 item), Philip Levine (207 items), William Meredith (3 items), W.S. Merwin 
(11 items), Lisel Mueller (1 item), Charles Simic (31 items), James Tate (27 items), Robert Penn 
Warren (2 items), and Richard Wilbur (2 items). 

Other types of correspondence are arranged chronologically in a separate subseries B (Boxes 17-21). 
This includes correspondence about awards, conferences, workshops, poetry readings and other 
professional engagements, poems submitted to or accepted by poetry magazines and anthologies, 
and requests for Wright to judge poetry contests, write recommendations or evaluate candidates for 
academic positions; greeting cards; post cards; and invitations and announcements. 

Of special interest in series two containing manuscripts by Charles Wright are the twelve volumes of 
hand-written poetry kept by Wright in bound notebooks, from 1968 until the present. These contain 
his autograph poems in chronological order as they were written. When the poems were used in his 
published books, Wright would mark through them in pencil. The manuscript series also has an 
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autograph volume for Wright’s translation work and one called “Halflife (A Commonplace 
Notebook),” where he has recorded quotes or his own thoughts about poetry and related subjects. 

Also present in a second subseries and arranged according to the title of the book, are typescripts, 
setting copies, page proofs, and galleys, for many of his published works, although some typescripts 
of early manuscripts had already been sold to private collectors in the early eighties prior to the 
acquisition of these papers by the Library. 

A third subseries contains copies of miscellaneous manuscripts by Charles Wright, including: a copy 
of his Master’s Thesis submitted at the University of Iowa, typescripts and galleys of individual 
poems published in magazines such as The New Yorker, and miscellaneous other manuscripts by 
Wright. 

A third series contains manuscripts by other authors sent to Wright for his comment or enjoyment 
and are arranged by the last name of the author. Most are not complete manuscripts of books by 
other authors, but when they are and the title of the book is known, it is included in the guide. Some 
are accompanied by letters from the authors, often discussing their work. 

Series four contains miscellaneous papers including: interviews and essays about Charles Wright, 
artwork by other people, biographical entries about Wright, contracts and publication agreements, a 
dissertation chapter about Wright, news clippings and printed, photographs, programs, reviews of 
books by Wright, royalties and honorariums, student papers about Wright, translations of Wright’s 
poetry into Italian and German, interviews and poetry readings by Wright on audio tape, and 
oversize photographs, artwork, news clippings, dust jackets, and a Winter family genealogical chart.  

Approximately 2000 additional papers have been added to the collection.  These paper have a 
separate guide: http://ead.lib.virginia.edu/vivaxtf/view?docId=uva-
sc/viu03856.xml;query=;#dsc_1.1 

 
The Charles Wright Collection, 1975-2001 

 
Emory University. Manuscript, Archives, and Rare Book Library, 

Robert W. Woodruff Library 
 

This collection consists of writings by Charles Wright from 1975-2001. Included are typescript drafts 
of poems from his collections China Trace, The Southern Cross, The Other Side of the River, Zone Journals, 
and Chickamauga. Also present are drafts of essays from Halflife and Quarter Notes. Most drafts 
contain handwritten corrections and annotations by Wright. Four works, Bloodlines, China Trace, The 
Southern Cross, and Night Music include proofs with additional annotations. The collection also 
contains drafts of six poems translated by Wright. Finally, a small amount of other prose, such as 
panel remarks and introductions, are included. Other prose and translations are arranged at the end 
of the collection, following material from Wright’s published collections. 
 
.5 linear ft. (1 box) and 1 oversized paper 
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Appendix 
 

Charles Wright’s Awards and Prizes 

1976 Melville Cane Award from the Poetry Society of America for Bloodlines 
1976 Edgar Allan Poe Award from the Academy of American Poets for Bloodlines  
1977        Academy-Institute Award, American Academy and Institute of the Arts 
1979           PEN translation award for The Storm and Other Poems 
1980 Ingram Merrill Fellowship in Poetry  
1983 National Book Award for Country Music 
1983 National Endowment for the Arts Award 
1987 Brandeis Creative Arts Citation for poetry  
1992 Award of Merit Medal from the American Academy of Arts and Letters 
1993 Ruth Lilly Poetry Prize 
1993 Distinguished Contribution to Letters Award from the Ingram Merrill Foundation 
1995           Member of the American Academy of Arts and Letters 
1996           Lenore Marshall Poetry Prize from the Academy of American Poets 
1997           Book Prize, Los Angeles Times, for Black Zodiac  
1997           National Book Critics Circle Award for Poetry (Black Zodiac) 
1998           Pulitzer Prize for Poetry for Black Zodiac 
1998 Ambassador Book Award for Black Zodiac 
1998 Premio Antico Fattore Alla Poesia for Black Zodiac 
2002 Fellow of the American Academy of Arts and Sciences 
2007 Griffin Prize for Poetry 
2008 Bobbitt National Poetry Prize 
2009 Weinstein Poetry Prize 
2013 Bollingen Prize 
2014–2015 Poet Laureate of the United States 
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