METS Board Meeting Notes

Teleconference of 12 March 2009

Present:  Rick, Brian, Patrick, Robin, Jenn, Arwen, Richard, Tobias, Terry, Nancy, Markus, Clay, Rob

Absent:  Adam, Joachim

1.  Report from METS Schema & schema documentation (Rick and Arwen)

· Arwen suggested that we return to the documentation for VERSDATE from version 1.7 rather than 1.8.  The group agreed.

· Upon the group agreement, Arwen will make the TYPE declaration within the schema consistent. 

· Terry and Markus had not yet had a chance to look at the documentation for the new smlinkGrp element and other extended link elements / attributes in version 1.8.  He will do so soon so that the version 1.8 schema can be released for public review by March 30th for the 2 week period required.    

· Rick would like to have others run some example METS documents against the version 1.8 to make sure that nothing breaks.

· Rick noted a discrepancy in the documentation regarding how / when a URI field in the METS profile is documented as related to the METS PROFILE URI in the METS schema.  He will be suggesting some language to use for both the PROFILE attribute in the METS schema, and the METS PROFILE URI in the profile schema which clarifies that what is assigned by the METS Board upon registration of a profile is a URL.  This URL is the one that should be documented in the METS schema at the PROFILE attribute.  The METS profile schema allows any kind of URI that can be used locally, but it should not conflict with the registered URL.  

· The question was raised as to whether there should be more than one element or attribute to allow recording of a locally assigned URI as well as the registered URL.  That question will be addressed by the profile work group.

2.
 Report from Profile Working Group (Jenn)

· Notes from the previous meetings are up on the METS wiki.  Progress is being made toward the goals and timeline established by the group.  The next call is scheduled for March 13th.

· Discussion at the last call was on which elements from XHTML should be added.  A couple of approaches have been suggested for discussion at the next call.

· Now a consolidated list of what changes have been requested / required.  


3.  Integrative Practices Work Group planning (Nancy)

· Terry, Patrick, Rick and Nancy have been planning the work group meeting. Is scheduled for Friday, May 8, 2009.  

· Have reps from DDI who have committed both to joining the organizing group, and coming to the meeting.

· EAD reps have been contacted by Terry;  he will followup to see if / that they can attend.

· Other reps for TEI include Julia Flanders and Syd Bauman from Brown.  Would be useful to have a TEI and Libraries representative too.  Syd Bauman does represent that group.

· Still need a moderator:  will contact Rebecca Guenther and Bill Landis.

· Would be useful to have something on the DLF website / program about this meeting.  

· Suggestion to add SIDOC – CRM, but is more of a conceptual model and not a schema targeted at the Cultural Heritage materials.

· Still looking for FGDC representatives to see if there is any interest.

4. METS Opening Day in Iran at the National Library and Archives in Iran.  

· NLAI has volunteered to pay for 3 trainers to fly over, stay 4 nights, and pay for transportation costs to and from the airport for a one day event spread over 2 days.  

· Dates will soon be sent;  anyone interested in doing the training should let Nancy know ASAP.

5. OAI - ORE to METS Serialization drafts (Nancy)

· Terry, Clay and Nancy will take this issue forward.

6.  PREMIS and METS (Rob) 

· Discussions among some members of the PREMIS Editorial Committee have included the idea of including elements like mets:mdWrap, mets:binData and mets:mdRef as part of the premis:extension element.  

· Rob has sent a proposal to the METS board with an explanation of what the PREMIS editorial committee would like to do.  They are looking for general comments from the METS Board about whether we think this is a good idea, how it could be implemented.  

· Idea would be to add elements to the PREMIS data dictionary, but also add elements to the objectCharacteristicsExtension element (which is a container) that would be similar to the mdRef and mdWrap elements that METS uses. Would apply MDTYPE attribute.  All would still be in the premis namespace.  

· Timing of next version of premis in which this would be included would not be coming out for a while.

· Please send comments to the METS Board and Rob will pull the comments and questions together.  

7. Open Tasks List:

· ALTO is now a standard that will be supported by the LC Network Standards office, as reported by Clay.  A website and an editorial board soon to be formed with plans for a face to face meeting at IFLA in Stockholm in August.

· LC SKOS registry planned to be initiated in early April which will include LCSH, and TGN ready in September.  No plans for names at this point.

· Tobias received a response from a representative at the British Library who is interested in using METS and maybe WARC for encoding web resources.  Markus reports there is a project proposal with a tight schedule;  unclear how much progress can be made.  Markus hopes to report more by May meeting.

Next teleconference scheduled for April 23rd.  

The next face to face meeting is scheduled for Thursday, May 7th at DLF.  
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