 

Teleconference Notes from 8/16/2007, 7:53 AM meeting:

Present:  Nancy, Markus, Rick, Jenn, Tobias, Brian, Cecilia, Merrilee, Rob, Susan, Morgan

Regrets:  Adam, Richard, Jerry, Patrick 

 

Agenda:

1. Round robin updates by Board members

2. Reports from subgroups:

· Web Redesign Work Group 

· METS / PREMIS Best Practices 

· Training & video production 

· Documentation Work Group 

· Events 

· METS Profile Development 

· Others? Tools? Fedora connections? 

3. Planning for DLF Meeting in November

· Any Board Presentations needed to add to program before deadline? 

· Training Events? 

· MIM? 

· Board meeting date / time (probably Wednesday afternoon November 7th and Thursday morning, November 8th) 

4. Technical Issues?

Updates:

 

Nancy:  RAMLET work is progressing;  soon to have human readable definitions to go with the ontology.  

Jenn:  METS Navigator upgrades planned for this fall

Tobias:  

Has been invited to make a presentation on METS as a container format to the annual German Congress which is a consortium of all Special Libraries in Germany, private & company libraries = 1000 members.  

 
No feedback yet from the University of Australia on Tobias' proposal to use METS as the container for web archiving.  Tobias' impression is that is the interest in METS is low, hence the lack of response.  

Susan -- Alouette work continuing.  A profile should be forthcoming in about a year.

 

Morgan reports that METS is being used on several new LC projects including the World Digital Library.  People working on this project for LC are Dan Chudnov, Eric Hatchers, Ed Sommers.  Seems to be well funded for a few years.  Morgan will have Dan Chudnov contact Rick regarding the addition of the World Digital Library to the implementation registry.

 

Web redesign work group (Rick):

New tools & home page are up.   documentation & tutorial page, and editorial page.

Progress on profile page:  Brian has begun using the YUY -- Interface library from Yahoo to work on the profile page.  Wants the index page to be automatically generated from the profile document in a tree view.

Editorial page and Documentation page should soon be up.  

A suggestion was made to add a new link to reading list page from home page under Presentations on left frame.  Rick will ask Glenn to include.

A decision was made by the Board to maintain historical references to METS implementations on the Implementation pages as many find them useful.  

A decision was made to make a distinction between METS implementations and METS tools on the implementation registry.  If an institution lists projects or general use of METS, that kind of information should appear on the registry page.  If a tool is discussed which is used either for specific projects or as a general tool, it should appear on the Tools page.  Would be a good idea to have some explanation of the use of the tool on the Implementation Registry entry as well however.  Jenn will re-write IU's implementation registry entry to show when METS Navigator is being used for an IU project.  The entry on the Tools page for METS Navigator will remain as is.  Rick will ask Susan Thomas from Oxford University to re-write her information about the Cairo tool, and to provide information on the projects which are using it for the Implementation registry.  

METS / PREMIS Best Practices (Rob)

At a DLF BOF last fall, there was a discussion of Best Practices as Rebecca Guenther was interested in producing a document describing Best Practices.  Options came down to putting  all PREMIS elements in one place or breaking them up.  Would METS add another element under amdSec for PREMIS or for preservation metadata.  After much discussion on the PREMIS list, a draft of a  Best Practices document is now out.  METS Board members should definitely review the draft and make comments.  

Discussion:  A key issue is whether the four buckets that have been set up for administrative metadata are enough, or should be there at all.  Should there be a way to put all kinds of metadata into the amdSec, and then TYPE it for instance? This issue has followed us around for the past few years.  Need more information on how people are and want to use PREMIS with METS.  It might be useful to have an opportunity for more face to face discussion about this at the DLF meeting in November now that a draft Best Practices document is out.  Morgan will check with Rebecca, and Nancy will follow up on a proposal if that is warranted.  Rob will convey the Board's position at the moment on the "bucket" issue which is to stay with the specific buckets for administrative metadata.  

 

Training & video production:

Have had a meeting to discuss what should be included in such a video.  Jerry is investigating whether UIUC's Educational Technology people would have the interest / time to turn the "Building METS by Hand" section of the Opening Day presentations into a computer based tutorial.  Taking that out of the video would allow more time for putting METS into context -- for its place within digital repositories, and for its creation / maintenance by featuring some METS tools, for instance.  Feasibility, cost and who would do this as yet undetermined.  Are building a storyboard for the video, and need to get some questions answered by the video production people.  Hope to do that by mid September.

 

Documentation Work Group:

Have the text of the Primer back from the DLF editor.  Needs last review;  have sourceMD text to include.  Still don't know about print by demand options.  Hope to have this out too within a month.

 

Events:  nothing to report

METS Profile Development:  nothing to report

 

DLF Meeting in November (currently planned for Wednesday afternoon - Thursday noon, November 7 - 8):

Brian may re-work his Profile presentation that was done at Opening Day in Germany.  If so, could be used to further discussion on Profile Development at the open board meeting.  

 

A discussion related to METS and PREMIS is probably warranted as previously discussed.

 

A discussion of MIM-like topics should be included on the agenda for the open part of the Board meeting.  

 

No other training events are being contemplated at the moment.

 

Deadline for proposals to DLF program committee is September 10th.   

 

Technical Issues:

Is a proposal to make a change to textMD, but can be discussed in more detail after some background email discussions are forwarded to the Board.  Can also wait to be discussed at the Board meeting in November.

 

LC has been asked and is considering whether to become the maintenance agency for the textMD schema.  If LC takes that on, procedures about how to make a change request will be made available.  After some discussion, the general consensus is that the METS Editorial Board has an interest in keeping textMD up to date as it was designed to work with METS, and many in the community are using it even though it is not directly related to METS.  A change request may come either from the Board, or from individual Board members.  

 

Next telephone conference call:  October 4th, 8 - 9:30 am PDT.  

