Meeting Notes
METS Editorial Board Conference Call

6 August 2009

Present:  Brian, Rob, Arwen, Robin, Jenn, Terry, Clay, Markus, Nancy

Regrets:  Jo, Tobias, Richard, Adam

Agenda:
1. METS Profile schema changes (Jenn)
2. OAI - ORE & METS (Terry)
3. PREMIS proposals to align with METS (Rob)
4. Scheduling ALTO schema training / discussions, if needed (Nancy/Joachim)5. Board vacancies (Nancy)
6. .Brett Zamir's suggestions for changes to METS (Rick?)
7. Report on response from CLIR, if any (Nancy)
8. Planning for Fall face to face meeting (Nancy)
9. Review of Open Tasks list

Discussion:
Markus:  Add extension of file elements to add attributes for storing byte offsets as part of the agenda, if there’s time.
METS Profile schema changes (Jenn)
· Jenn in the process of  completing the documentation for the changes to the profile schema.  .  Issues yet to be resolved:

· In the profile schema, Jenn suggests changing an extensionSchema (element) NOTE subelement to be of datatype (xhtml) “text section” to match the others in the schema rather than a datatype of “string”.  
· Send out the changes to the profile schema to the METS list for wider comment rather than having the Board look at it separately and more quickly.  
· Put it on the public METS wiki for wider comments – Jenn will do.  Wait for comments until about the first of September so that the web form can be worked on prior to the November meeting, if possible.    
· How to manage the HTML page and the annotations within the METS profile schema?  The HTML page is more descriptive than the profile schema;  should we be managing them as the same?  

· Have the same issue with the METS Primer and the METS schema proper;  need to manage the content a little better.

· Is there a way to use the schema documentation as a “source” for the human readable, HTML documentation so that can retain the links from one to the other.  

· Arwen to look at RoboHelp which is being used by Archivist’s Toolkit.  This tool might be able to help with some of this..

· In the meantime, after Jenn has completed her revisions to the documentation, Rick will note when the changes to the HMTL documentation and make changes to the METS profile schema documentation.  

· For the design of the Web form for creating profile changes:  Markus has started and will make changes to the sample web form based on changes in the documentation.  

· Jenn will talk to Patrick about whether he could still offer a programmer to create web tool for profile creation.
OAI-ORE & METS: (Terry)
· Terry has improved the page on the METS wiki to add a section for use cases, and presentations from the OR abstracts.
· We want to start soliciting use cases.  
· Will set up another meeting for the first of September to continue the discussions;  message to be sent to entire Board so that all can join who are interested.
PREMIS proposals to align with METS (Rob)

· PREMIS Editorial committee has decided to use the mdRef & mdWrap / binData, xmlData conventions and add them to PREMIS data dictionary at all the <extension> elements.

· They have dropped the OTHERMDTYPE attribute and changed datatype from an enumerated list to a union of an enumerated list and an ANY type attribute.  That way one could either use an enumerated list of URIs or add your own URI, if not on the list.
· The PREMIS Committee is not interested in maintaining an enumerated list; they want to separate the creation and maintenance of the list of de-referenceable URIs from the PREMIS schema.  METS is interested in doing this too, but needs infrastructure such as the LoC’s new ID service to maintain this per the last face to face meeting.  .  
· Rob is drafting info for the data dictionary while Angela of the PREMIS committee will be re-writing the introduction to the data dictionary.  Clay is working on the infrastructure at LoC.

· If we implemented, would need to create another attribute to make it backward compatible.  PREMIS will be using MDTYPE, unless METS changes.   We could use MDTYPEURI or some such which might make it faster and easier to coordinate with the PREMIS group.  We would need to have a proposal on the table for the formal acceptance of the schema change request at the November face to face meeting.  

· Would need the infrastructure at LoC only if the URIs needed to be resolved.  Doesn’t necessarily relieve the groups of the maintenance of an enumerated list, although the addition of the ANY type would allow one to add a URI, not on the enumerated list.  At our last face to face meeting, the METS Board decided not to implement the change to the METS schema until the infrastructure was in place.

· Clay reported that by the fall the IT department would like one system to maintain including the LCSH vocabulary such as an RDF triplestore for the infrastructure (hopefully done by October) .  Once that’s in place, the first priority would be the name authority vocabularies;  second priority would be anything coming out of the Network Development office such as these, so would probably be the first of next year.  
· Another plan that might be of service:  develop a flat list of the vocabulary.  If someone wanted to make a SKOS concept graph that would do this, could be put up as a flat file under the existing service.  Would only need a mapping on the web server to resolve.  The RDF MD about these vocabulary values itself is less important than reserving a URI that is not going to change.  Would it be possible to anticipate those kinds of URIs, so don’t end up proliferating URIs as part of service?  Probably not, although could establish a formula for the creation of the URIs to add to the schema so that a tool using the schema would be able to create a drop down list.  LC is using:  id.loc.gov/vocabulary/ORG-TO-DETERMINE and then token from the list, e.g., EAD, TEI, etc.  Would not be resolvable, but not necessarily a problem.  
· Rob will put together a small SKOS concept graph for these values that we can put up in advance of the service being available.  Will include a new attribute called MDTYPEURI to propose to the PREMIS committee.  

· Rob will draft the language to make a METS schema change request including an explanation of need, and what the proposed XML would look like.  

ALTO training (Jo):

· Will set up a training after Jo gets back from holiday in September

· Will be a face to face meeting on ALTO with the new Board in Stockholm b/w 17 – 20 of August.  Clay is setting up a website now along with a listserv.

Postponed the Brett Zamir’s discussion points due to last of time

· He cannot come to a face to face meeting as he lives in China.

· We will set up discussion for the face to face meeting. 

Reports:
· A report has gone to Chuck Henry at CLIR in July from Nancy & Rick.  NH to send out to whole Board.  

· Integrative Practices Scope Statement draft has been sent out and is available on the METS wiki for those who are interested in following that discussion.

Next face to face meeting should be targeted for the Tuesday before (November 10th) DLF.

Board changes:

· Patrick needed to resign due to added responsibilities at his work.

· Rick may need to drop due to not having an institutional sponsor by end of the year probably.

· Rick to help Nancy with interviews for new Board members and other administrative assistance.

· Wait to send out a call until we find out what’s happening with DLF.  

Next conference call is 17 September 2009.
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