Meeting Notes METS Editorial Board Meeting

7 January 2010

Present:  Brian, Clay, Robin, Arwen, Jenn, Markus, Jo, Rick, Nancy

Regrets:  Rob, Terry, Tobias, Richard

Agenda:  
1. Update METS Profile schema changes (Jenn)
2. Report on SKOS & Controlled Vocabularies (Clay)
3. Status report on PREMIS & METS Best Practices (Rob)
4. Report from ALTO Board meeting & scheduling ALTO schema introduction (Joachim / Clay)
5. METS Documentation update (Rick)
6. METS Schema change proposals
  File attribute changes for byte offset (Markus)
  Allowing addition of local attributes within METS namespace (from Jerry McD) (Rick)
7. Board vacancies update (Nancy) 
8. Integrative Practices (ORRA) Work Group report (Nancy)
9.  Board meetings & schema revision procedures (All)
10.  Open Tasks review

Notes:

1.  Update METS Profile schema change
There was a small list of changes Rick made to the profile schema based on decisions made at the face to face meeting;  the documentation for those changes still needs to be done by Jenn, however.  In preparing to do write that documentation, Jenn discovered a couple of other issues that need Board discussion.  Upon discussion, the following decisions were made:
· The regInformation section in the profile schema will be deleted as is redundant information.  Instead a registration date attribute will be added to the Board assigned URI which LC should add once the Board profile subcommittee has assigned the URI.  The attribute should be uppercase per the rest of the attributes in the METS and METS profile schemas.  

Next steps:  run the finalized schema past the BNF since one change affects their profile, then Jenn will write the documentation.

Markus still needs to update the wireframes for sample web form which he should be able to do by the beginning of February to meet our deadline of having the profile schema and the specifications for the form ready by February.  Jenn will check with Patrick Yott to see if it’s still possible to have one of his developers at Brown create the form for us.  Both Markus and Jenn should still be able to get these tasks done by February.

2.  Update on SKOS work with PREMIS & METS controlled vocabularies

Clay reported that LC is getting ready to put a new vocabulary into SKOS which is the controlled vocabulary coming from the suggested values in the PREMIS Data Dictionary.  Also, checksum types which will apply to both METS & MIX.  There is a third vocabulary that will be added in the near future, but Clay wasn’t sure which one it was as it’s coming from the PREMIS group.  LC will be sending out a press release once these vocabularies are ready.  

3.  Rob was not on the call, so we were unable to determine the status of the proposal to add an MDTYPEURI to both PREMIS and METS.  Hopefully, Rob will be on the next call and be able to tell us what’s happening with that.  
4.  Report from ALTO Board meeting:  
First Board meeting for this group happened in November of last year.  The  next call will center around advocacy issues as participants were interested in making presentations at conferences about the use of ALTO.  This Board will have a schema sub-group similar to what METS doing which will start discussing changes to ALTO 2.0.  Brian Geiger from UC Riverside has recently joined.  Nothing yet about a developing a use case for rights that might impact METS with Frederick Zarndt.  

5.  METS documentation update.  What’s holding us up are problems with the diagrams in their current format (omni-graffle) and inaccuracies in the diagrams themselves.   We do not want to omit the diagrams or put out another edition of the METS Primer and Reference Manual without the diagrams.   Arwen volunteered to re-do the diagrams in another format that also could be edited such as Adobe Illustrator or Visio if Rob can’t work on them soon.  Arwen has made all changes to the text, so the diagrams are the only items left to be updated.
6.  METS schema change proposals.  One issue still pending was the request to put pointers into files when there are files or bytestreams embedded within files.  After the face to face meeting at Long Beach, Rick, Markus and Tobias met to discuss the options.  As a result of that meeting, Markus sent out an proposal based on example that adds a byteoffset value to the BETYPE attribute, and allows the list to be extended, if necessary.  The small group recommends that the Board not include WARC in the controlled list at this point as it references “records” which are neither bytestreams nor files, so doesn’t address the use cases being discussed.  The WARC files have a short header with MD info plus the actual content, so that’s all that can be reference.  The proposal for the changes to version 1.9 were accepted by the Board.  
There was some discussion of adding xmlLang to div and other elements which use LABELs.  Jerry McDonough’s proposal to add ANY attribute would also address this issue.  At the face to face meeting, however, there was a lot of discussion about the use cases being too open-ended.  There needs to be a wider discussion about this issue, but that need should not hold up the release of version 1.9.  So, Rick will get version 1.9 out by the end of January to the METS list for discussion for a two week period.  Assuming there are no objections, the version 1.9 schema will be ready.   

Value for addition of ISO 19115:2003 NAP (North American Profile) (if can’t use colon in value, use underscore.)

7.  Board vacancies: 
Nothing yet has happened with this.  State Library of Berlin interested in participating on Board.  Jo has a name to suggest;  he will get back to Nancy on this.

8.  ORRA (Integrative Practices):  Scope Statement is out to organizing group who will send to their governance Boards.  Next steps to find some funds to make this action happen.  Will still need to wait for the CLIR Program Officer to see how much support we can expect from CLIR on this (and on METS per se).  

9.  Board meetings and schema revision procedures:    
A suggestion was made to re-visit the schedule for schema revisions given the uncertainties of next face to face meetings)  Revision process needs to be updated to reflect a new reality.  Will need a quorum where people actually talk about the changes to the schema.  Still need to generate a list of dates / meetings that people will be attending.  Outlook is quite dismal for travel, and it’s no longer clear that DLF or other conferences will be natural places for face to face get-togethers now.  Need to keep a change request and revision procedure going which includes other ways to “meet” and prepare / decide schema changes, and also require examples or specific language for each of the proposals for change in addition to use cases.  Could block 2 hour meetings with specific agenda items (where schema changes are discussed and a decision is made / an outcome is expected).  Structured discussions that force the Board  to make a decision would be useful.   
Another suggestion was made to put out more info about changes to the METS schema so that people know that METS is continuing to develop.  We should also publish a release schedule and ask for changes to be considered for next versions of the schema.  It’s Important to keep the concept of spring and autumn discussions to consider schema changes so that people can plan around the changes.  Can use CDL’s Readytalk desktop function for schema changes if need be.  Rick & Nancy to come up with proposed changes for both.  
10.  Open Task list:  We covered most of the issues we can, but need Terry & Rob for updates on the OAI-ORE work and the PREMIS & METS Best Practices work.  

Next meeting scheduled is February 18th.  

