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- the people of the different ftates in this union,

. in purfuance of any treaties already propo

SN

Articles of CONFEDERATION and PERPETUAT UNION rf)élgv‘e"r ihz flatés of New
Hamplhire, M:flachufetts Bay, Rhode iland and Provide ce plantations, Gomaclicut,
New York, New Jerfey;, Pennfylvania, Delaware, Margtand, Viginia, Noriw Guodua,

: A : <

South Caroli and Georgia. £ : : y : e
e @ma,HE ttyle ogt"athi's conféderacy ‘fhall be* ¢¢ The UNITED STAT ES of
ArTicLE L. § AMERICA. : :

ArT. II. Each ftate retains its fovercignty, _ﬁ'eedom, and independence; and every
power, jurifdiGion, and right, which is not by this confederation exprel ly delegated to ths
United States, in Congrefs affembled. e ; : St :

Axr. III. The fuid ftates hereby feverally enter into a firm leagus of friendfhip with each
other for their common defence, the fecurity of their liberties, and their mutual and general
welfare, biading themfelves to aflit each other againt all force offered to or attacks mode
upon them, or any of them, on accouat of religion, fovereigaty, trade, orany other pretence

whatever. - SR ;
ART. IV. The better to fecure and perpetu

A

ate mutual friendfhip and iatercourfe among

‘the free inhab’zt:ints of ez;ch' of thefe ftates,
aupers, vagabonds, and fugitives from juftice, exce ted) ihall be entitled to ali privileges

g:d‘ ?Jmiaﬁit%es. of _ﬁ?eg i;itize;gls_ in the feger»ali&atves; 1:md the people of cg'ch {tate f}ggﬂ_ have

free ingrefs and regrefs to and from any other ftate, and fhall erjoy therein zil the piivileges
of trade and commerce, fubje& to the fame duties, impofi:ions, and reftri@ions, as the iaba-
bitants thereof refpectively. Provided that fuch reftriction fhall not extend {o fir as to prevent
the removal of property imported into any ftate to any other ftate of which the owner is an
inhabitant ; provided alfo, that no impofition, duties, or reftridtion, fhall be lsid by any flate
on the property of the Uaited States, or either of them. : . e

If any perfon guilty of or charged with treafon, felony, or other high mifidemeanor, i any
ftate, fhall flee from juftice, and be found in any of the United States, he {h:il, upon demand
of the Governour or executive power of the ftate from which he fled, be delivered up, and
removed to the ftate having jarifdiction of his offence. g :

Full faith and credit {hall be ‘giyen in each of thefe ftates to the records, :&s, and judicicl
proceedings, of the courts and magiftrates of every other {tate. 8 i

" ArT, V. Forthemore convenient management of the zeneral interefts of the United States,

~ delegates fhall be annitally appointed, in fuch manner as the legiflature of‘ caeh ftate fhall di-
rec, to meetin Congrefs on the firft Monday in November, i cvery year, witha powerrefdrved
to each ftate torecall its delegates, or any of them, at any time within the year, and to fend
others in their ftead for the remainder of the year. .

No ftate fhall be reprefented in Congrefs by lefs thantwo, nor by more than fcven, members 5
and no perfon fhall be capable of being a delegate for more than three years, inany term of
fix years ; nor fhall any perfon, being a delegate, be capable of holding any office under the
Unitzd States, for which'he, or another for Lis benefit, reccivesany falary, fees, or emaclument
of any kind.

Each ftate {hall maintain its own delegates in a meeting of the ftates, and while they act as
members of the committee of the ftates.

In determining queftions in the United States, in Congrefs affembled, each ftate fhall have
one vote.

Freedom of fpeech and debate in Congrefs fhall not be impeached or qucftioned in anyceurt,
or place, outof Congrefs; and the members of Congrefs fhall be protected ia their perfons from

 arrefts and imprifonments during the time of their goiog to and from and attendance on Con-
grefs, except for treafon, felony, or breach of the pezce.

ART. VI. No ftate, without the confent of the United States in Congrefs aflembled, fhall
fend any embafly to or receive any embafly from, or enter into any conierence, agreement.
alliance, or treaty with, any king, prince, or ftate; nor fhall any perfon holdiag any cffice of
profit or truft under the United States, or any of them, accept of any prefent, emolument,
office, or title of any kind whatever, from any king, prince, or foreign {tate; nor fhall the
United States in Congrefs affembled, or any of them, grant any title cf nobility.

No two or more ftates fhall enter into any treaty, confederation, or alliance whatever,
between them, without the confent of the United States in Congrefs affembled, fpecifying
accurately the purpofes for which the fame is to be entered into, and how. long it {hall
continue, :

~ No ftate fhall lay any impofts or duties which may interfere with any {lipulations in treaties .
entered into by the United States, in Con‘gr.efs aflombled, with any king, prisce, or ftate,
1 ed by Congrefs to the courts of France and Spain.
No veflels of war fhall be kept up in: time of peace by any ftate; except fuch number oniy
as fhall be deemed neceflary by the United States, in Congrefs affembled, for ‘the defence of
fiich ftate, or its trade ; nor fhall any body of forces be kept upby any ftate in time of peace,
except fuch number only, as, in the judgment of the United States, in Congrefs affembied,
fhall be deemed requifite to garrifon the forts.neceflary for the defence of fuch ltate ; butevery
ftate fhall always keep up a well regulated and kda_,‘ir()c?ipﬁned militia, fafficiently armed and
accoutred, and f!g!Lprov:xde and conftantly have ready for ufe, in publick ftores,  duenumber

of field piecés and tents, and a proper quantity of arms, ammunition, and camp equipage.”

No ftate fhall engage in any war without the confent of the United States in Congrefs a e‘m-_’

* bled; unlefs fuch itate be aétually invaded by enemies, or fhall have reccived certain advice ot
are o’fh‘nﬁn’ being formed by fome nation of Jndians to invade fuch ftate, and the da

L £ ing fo ’ bt
imminent as not to admit of a delay, till the United States, in Congrefs sffzmblet sapd
falied, Nor fhall any ftate grant commiffions to any fhips or vef™ic™ ™
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‘marquz or repiifl, except it be after a declaration of war by the United States in Congrels 24 0
 amblad, and then only g iinft the kingdom or flate, and the fubjects thereof, againft v hch i
war has beea fo declared, aud nader {uch reguiationsas fhafl be eftaslihed by the United States
in Congrels qﬂ'cmblcd, nalefs fuch fate beiafelt=d by pirates, in which cafe veflcls of war may
be fitted out for that occafisn, and kept {o long as the danger (hail conduuc, or uutil the
United States, in Congrefs alfembled, (h.1l determine otherwife. 5
" Ant. ViI. @hen land forces are ruifed by any ftate for the common defence, all cfficers
#a <. cfor under the rank of colonel (hall bz appeinted by the legiflature of each ftate refpectively
; fy whora fuch forces fhail be riifed, or infuch mauner as {uch ftate (hall dire, and all vican-
cies fhall be filled np by th: ftate which firft made the appointment. :
AaT. VIiI, All charges of war, and all other expesfes that fhall be iacurred for the com-
mou defence or general welfare, and allowed by the Usiicd States in Congrefs affembld, fhall
b defrayed out of the commen treafitry, which fhall be fupplied by the feveral ftates in pro-
pertion to the valuz of all 1and within each ftate, granted to or fuiveyed for any perfon, as
“fuch land and the buildings and improvements thereon fhall be eftimated, according to fuch
more as the United States, in Congrefs affembled, fhall from time to time direét and appoint.
“The taxes for pa ing that proportion thall be laid and levizd by the authsrity and direction of
w thé‘lég"lflat“‘{eg of the feveral ftates within the time agreed upon by the United States, in Con-
“opefr aflmbled g St G A s i
g AnrT. iX. The United States in Congrefs affembled fhall have the fole and exclufive right
and power of determiziag on peace and war, except in the cafes mentioned in the fixth article
---tof fending’ and receiving ambafladours----entering into treatics and alliances, provided that -
no treaty of commierce {hall be made whereby the legiflative power of the refpective ftates
(il be reftvained from impofing fuch impofts and duties on foreigners as theit own people
ave fubj-&ed to, or from prohibiting the exportation or importation of any fpecies of goods
o ¢>mimoditics whatfoever---of eftablifhing rules for deciding, in all cafes, what captures on
~ Jand or water (liall be legal, and in _w}mt manner prizes taken by land or naval forces in the
forvice of the United States (hall'be.dlwded_ of appropriated---of granting letters of marque and
reptifal in times of peace---appointing caurts f_or the trial of piracies and felonies commicted on
the high feas, and citablilhing couris for recciving and determining finally appeals in ail cafes of
cabiuras. provided thatno member of Congrefs fhailbe appointed a judgé of any of the faid courts.
Cohe Unitsd Statesin Congrefs affzmbled fhall alfo be thelaft refort on appeal in all difputes and
differences now fubfifting, or that hereafter may aiife, between two or more ftates concerning
boundiry, jurifdiction, orany other caufe whatever, which authority fhall always be exercifed
4 the manaer following: W henever the leg flative or executive authority or lawful agent f
! auy ftate in controverfy with another fhall prefent a peiition to Congrefs, ftating the matter in
! ‘queltion, and prayin g forahearing, notice thereof (hall be given by order of Congrefs to the legif-
3 Litive or executive authority cf the other ftate in controverfy, dnd a day affigned for the ap-
A pearance of the parties by their lawful agents, who fhall then be directed to appoint, by joint
5 eonfent, commiflioners or judges to contlitute a court for hearing and determining the matter
' in queftion;  but if they cannot agree, Congrefs thall name three perfons out of each of the
Unized States, and from the fift of fuch perfons each party {hall altersately firike out one, the
petitioners beginning, aatii the number (hall be reduced to thitteen, and from that number
A not lefs than {even, nor more than nine names, as Congrefs fhall, dire&, fhall inthe prefence of
£ C ngrefs, bedrawn out by lot, and the perfons whofe names fhall be fo drawn, or any five of
them, fhall be «commiﬂiqners,- or judges, to hear and ﬁnall)[ determine the controverfy, fo al-
ways as a mzjor part of the judges who fhall hear the caule fhall agree in the determination.
And if either party fhall negledt to attend at the day appointed, without fhewing reafons
which Congrefs hall jadge fufficient, or b‘emig,prefent {hall refufe to ftrike, the Congrefs fhall
roceed to nominate. three perfons out of each ftate, and the fecretary of Congrefs {hall ftrike
B in behalf of fuch party abfent or refufing ; and the judgment and fentence of the court to be
" appointed, in the manner before prefcribed, {hall be final and conclufive. And if any of the
parties thall refufe to fubmit to the authority of fuch court; or to appear or defend their claim
or caufle, the court (hall neverthelefs proceed to pronounce fentence, or judgment, which fhall
in like manner be final and decifive, the judgment or fentence and other (Proceedings being in
cither caf tranfmitted to Con grefs, and lodged among the acs of Congrefs, |for the fecurity of
“' the patties concerned. Provided, thatevery commiffioner, before he fits in judgment, {hall take
an cath, to be adminiftered by one of the judges of the fupreme or fuperiour court of ftate
! ‘where the caufe fhall be tried, ¢ well and truly to hear and determine the matter in queftion,
i according to the beft of his judgment, without favour, affection, or hope of reward.”” Provided
'° » . alfo; that no ftate (hall be deprived of territory for the benefit of the United States. 1
e " All controverfies concerning the private right of foil claimed under different grants of two ]
ar more ftates, whofe jurifdictions, asthey may refpect fuch lands, and the ftates which pafled ;
fuch grants, are adjufted, the faid grants, or eitl.ler.of'. them, being at the fame time claimed to
" have originated antecedent to fuch fettlement of jurifdiction, fhall, on the petition of either party
{s of the , be fin: nined, as near as may :g, _in the fame
‘&lm N
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United States, and exa®ing fuck poftage on the papers paffiag tkrorgh the fime as may be
requilite to defray the expenfes of the faid office---appeinting all ¢fficers of the lend f1cis in
the firvice of the United States, excepting regimental officers---appointing zJl the «flicers of
the naval forces, and comm'flioning all officers whatever in the fetvice of the United States--~
making rulzs for the government and regulation of the {aid land and naval forces, and dire@ing
their operations. ; 7 o
The Udted States, in Congrefs affembled, fhall have authority to appoint a committee to
fit in the recefs of Congrefs, 10 be denominated ** A committee of the flates,” avd to confilt
of oane delepate from each ftate, and to appoint fuch other committees and civil cfficcrs as
may be neceffary for managing the general affairs of the Urited States under their direQicn--- o)
to appoiat one of their number to prefide, provided that no perfon be allowed to ferve in the
office of prefident more than one year in any term of three years; to afcertzia the necefliry
fums of money to be raifed for the fervice of the United States, and to appropriate and apply
the fame for defraying the publick expenfts---to borrow money, or emit bills, on the credit f
the United States, tran{mitting every half year to the refpe&ive ftates an account of the fums
of meney {5 borrowed or emirted,---to build and equip a navy---to agree upon the rumber of
laad forces, and to mzk= requifi ions from each ftate for its quota, in proporiion to the nuinber
of white inhabizants in fuch ftate; which requ fi‘ion fhall be binding, and thereupon the legif-
i lature of each (tate thall appoint the regimental officers, raife the men;andclothe, arm, and cquip
Vi them in a foldier like manner, at the expenfe of “the United Statés, and the cflicers ar'd men
B§ foclothed, armed, and equipped, fhall march to the place appeinted, and within the time agreed
&y on by the United S:ates, in Congrefs affombled. But if the United States, in Congrcfs ﬁkm- =%
‘bled, thzll, on corfideration of circumftances, judge proper that any ftate fhould not raife men, ! *
& or fhou'd raife a fmaller number than its quota, and that any other ftate thould raife a grgat,ér
15 number of men than the quota thereof, fuch extra pumber fhall be raifed, cfficered, clothed,
4 “armed, and equirped, in the fame manner as the quota of fuch ftate, unlefs the legiflature ¢f =%
[ fuch ftate (hall judge that fuch extra number canrot be fafely fparcd cut of the fime, iawhich :
) caft they (hall riile, officer, clothe, arm, and equip, as many of fuch extra number as they
b “judge can be fafely fpared. And the officers and men {o clothed, armed. and - qaipped, $
e fhal{ march to the plice appointed, and within the time agrecd on, by the Usited States, in :
i ' Congrefs 2ffembled. ; ’
{
v

The Usited States. in Gongrefs affembled, fhall rever engage in'a war, nor grant letters of
- misrque a«d reprifil, in time of peace, nor enter into any treaties or aliiarces, nor ccin m.ney,
) nor regulite the va'uz th reof, nor afcertain the fums and expenfes neceflury for tle defernce
! and welfare of the United S:ates, or any of them, nor emit bills, nor borrow moxey on the
f - . credit of the United States, nor appropriate monrey, nor agree upon the number of veflils of
war to be built or purch:ifed, or the number of land or fea forces to be raifed, nor appointa
gl commander in chief of the army or navy, unlefs nine ftates aflent to the fame; nor fhalla
LK queftion on any other point, except fer adjourning from d2y to day, bedetermined, ulefsby
the'votes of a m. jority of the Uiited S:ates, in Congrefs afl mbled. ‘ ;
- 7T he Congrefs of the Ugited States fhall have power to adjourn to any time within the year,
and to any place within the Uhgited States, fo that no period of acjournment be for a larger
durstion than the fpace of fix months, and fhall publiith the journal of their proceedings monthly,
) exzept fuch part thereof relating to treaties, alliarces, or military operations, asiu the r judg-
; ; mert require fecrecy; and the yeas and nays of the delegates of each fate on any queftion
{ {hall be entered on the j urnal, when it is defired by any delegate; and thedelegates of a ftate,
or any of them; at his or theic requeft, fhall be furnithed with a tranfcriptjof the faid journal,
except fuch parts as are above excepted, to lay before the legiflatures of the feveral ftates. -
g ART. X. The committee cf the ftates, or any nine of them, (hall be authorifed to execute,
b ¢ i the recefs of Congre(s, fuch of the powers of Congrefs as the United States, in Congrefs
Er /U mbled, by the confent of nine ftates, fhall from time to time think ¢xpedient to vcft them
{ with ; provided, that no power be delegated te the faid committee, for the excrcife of which, .
] bv the articles of confederation, the voice of nine {tates, in the Congrefs of the Uaited States |
bt afli mbled, isrequifite. ; ; 5 :
e * ART. XL Canada acceding to this confederation, and j ining in the meafures of the U it-
ed States, fhall be admitted iato, and entitled to, all the advantages cf this unicn; but no
b other colony fhall be admitted into the fame, unlefs fuch admiffion be agreedito by rise flates. |
¢ ARrT. XiI. Al bills of credit emitted, monies borrowed, and debts contraéted by or under |
i the authority of Congrefs, betore the affembling of the Usited States; ia purfuance of the «
[ prefent confederation, fhall be deemed :nd corfilered as'a charge agair{t the United Stares,
for payment and fatisfaction whereof the f:id United States, and the publick faith, are hereby
fUlemnly pledged. : t : : :

ART. XiIl. Every ftate fhall abide by the determinations cf the United States, in Corgrefs
affembled, on iall gueftions which by this confederaiion are fubmirted to them. And the
articles of this confederation fhll be inviolably ebferved by every ftate, and the union fhall be
perpetu il; not fhall any alteration at any time hereafter be made in any of them, unicfs ‘uch 5
alteration be agreed to in a Congrefs of the U iited States, and be afterwardscorfi ‘med by th= =
Iesiflarures of cverv ftate, - g S S5 s |
T'H ES B articles fball be propofed torhe begifiatures of abl the United Staes, to be confilereds and if approved of

by them, they are advifed to authorife their delegates ra'ratify the fame in'the CongrefS of the United States, swbich

being done, the [ame fball became conclufive. By orlgeé DI{I %%TA e 4
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