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THi PROBLEM OF THE WEST.

Tur problem of the West is nothing
less than the problem of American de-
velopment. A glance at the map of
the [Tnited States reveals the truth.
To write of a * Western sectionalism,”
bounded on the east by the Alleghanies,
is, in itself, to proclaim the writer a pro-
vineial. What is the West 7 What hLas
it been in American life ¥ To have the
answers to these questions, iz to under-
stand the most siguifieant features of
the United States of to-day.

The West, at bottom, is a form of so-
ciety, rather than an area. It is the
term applied to the region whose soctal
conditions result from the application of
older institutions and ideas to the trans-
forming influences of free lund. By this
application, & new environment is sud-
denly entered, freedom of opportanity is
opened, the eake of custom is broken,
and new aetivities, new lines of growth,
new institutions and new ideals, are
brought into existence. The wilderncss
disappears, the * West " proper passes
on to a new frontier, and, in the former
area, & nmew society has emerged from
this contact with the backwoods. Gradu-
ally this society loses its primitive eon
ditions, and assimilates itself to the type
of the older soctal conditions of the Fast ;
but it Bears within it enduring and dis-
tinguishing survivals of its frontier expe-
rience. Decade after decade, West after
Weat, this rebirth of American society has
gone on, has left its traces behind it, and
has reacted on the East. The history of
our political institutions, our democracy,
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ia not a history of imitation, of simple bor-
rowing ; it is a history of the evolution
and adaptation of organs in response to
changed environment, a history of the
origin of new political species.  In this
sense, therefore, the West has been a
constructive force of the highest signifi-
cance in our life. To nze the words of
that acute and widely informed obzerver,
Mr. Bryee,  The Weatis the most Ameri-
can part of Ameriea. . . . What Earope
is to Asia, what England is to the rest
of Europe, what Ameriea is to England,
that the Western States and Territories
are to the Atlantic States.™

The West, as o phase of social organi-
zation, beran with the Atlantic coast,
and passed across the continent. DBut
the colonial tide-water area was in elose
touch with the Old Warld, and zoon loat
its Western aspects.  In the middle of
the eighteenth century, the newer soeial
eonditions appeared along the npper wa-
ters of the tribntaries of the Atlantie.
Here it was that the West took on its
distinguishing features, and transmitted
frontier traits and ideals to this area in
later days. On the coastswere the fish-
ermen and skippers, the merchants and
planters, with eyes torned toward Eu-
rope. Beyond the falls of the rivers
were the pioneer farmers, largely of non-
English stoek, Scotel-Irish and German.
They constituted a distinet people, and
may be regarded as an expansion of the
social and economic life of the middle
region into the back ecountry of the
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South. These frontiersmen were the an-
costors of Boone, Andrew Jackson, Cal-
houn, Clay, and Lineoln. Wazhington
and Jefferson were profoundly affected
by these frontier conditions. The forest
elearvings have been the zeed plots of
American character,

In the Bevolutionary days, the set
tlers erossed the Alleghanies and put a
barrier between them and the coast,
They became, Lo use their phrases, © the
men of the Western watera,” the heivs
of the “ Western world.,” In thiz era,
the backwoodsmen, all along the western
glopes of the mountaing, with a keen
senge of the difference between them and
the dwellers on the eoast, demanded or-
ganization into independent States of the
Union. Self-government was Lhelr ideal.
Said one of their rode, but energetic
petitions for statehood @ * Some of our
follow-gitizens may think we arve not able
to conduct our affairs and consult oor
interests ; but if our society is rude, moch
wisdom is not necessary to supply our
wants, and a fool ean sometimes put on
his elothes better than a wise man can
do it for him."”
is the philosophy of American demo-
eracy. Bt the men of the coast were
not ready to admit its implications. They
apportioned the state legislatnres so that
the property-holding minority of the tide-
water lands were able to outvete the
more populous back eounties. A similar
systern was proposed by federalists in
the Constitutional Convention of 1THT.
Gouvernenr Morris, arguing in faver of
basing representation on property as well
as numbers, declared that “ he looked
forward, also, to that range of new States
which would soon be formed in the West.
He thought the rule of representation
ought to be so fixed, as to secure to the
Atlantic States a prevalence in the na-
tional eouneils.” # The new States,” said
he, “will know less of the public inter-
est than these ; will have an interest in
many respects different; in particular
will be little scrupalous of involving the

This forest philosophy
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community in wars, the burdens and
operations of which would fall chiefly on
the maritime States. Provision ought,
therefore, to be made to prevent the
maritime States from being hereafter
outvoted by them.” He added that the
Western country “ would not be able to
furnish men equally enlightened Lo share
in the administration o8 our commen in-
teresta.  The busv haonts of men, not
the remaote wilicrness, was the proper
gehool of politieal talents. 1T the West-
ern people get power into their hands,
they will roin the Atlantic interest. The
back members are always most averse to
Add to these ut-
torances of Gouverneur Moreis the im-
passioned protest of Josizh Quiney, of
Massachusetts, in the debates in the

the best measures.™

Huouse of Representatives, on the admis-
ston of Looisiana. Referring to the dis-
eusston over the slave votes and the Wast
in the Constitutional Convention, he de-
elared, “ Soppose, then, that it had been
distinetly foreseen that, in addition to
the effect of this weight, the whole pop-
ulation of a world beyond the Mississippi
was to be brought into this and the oth-
er branch of the legislatore, to form our
lawa, control our rights, and decide our
deatiny.  Bir, ean it be pretended that
the patriots of that day would for one
mwoment have listened to it? . . . They
had not taken degrees at the hoapital of
idiocy. . . . Why, sir, 1 have already
heard of six States, and some say there
will be, at no great distance of time,
more. I have also heard that the mouth
of the Ohio will be far to the east of the
centre of the contemplated empire. . .
You have no amthority o throw the
rights and property of this people inte
‘hoteh-pot ' with the wild men on the
Missouri, nor with the mixed, though
more respectable, race of Anglo-Hispano-
(zallo-Americans who bask on the sands
in the mooth of the Missiesippi, . . .
Do you suppose the people of the North-
ern and Atlantic States will, or ought
to, look on with patience and see Repre-
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gentatives and Senators from the Red
River and Missouri, pouring themselves
apon this and the other foor, managing
the concerns of a seaboard fifteen hun-
dred miles, at least, from their residence ;
and having a preponderancy in councils
into which, constitutionally, they eould
never heve been admitted & ™

Like an echo from the fears expreased
hy the East at the elose of the eighteenth
century come the words of an eminent
Hastern man of letters at the end of the
nineteenth century, in warning against
the West : © Materialized in their tem-
per; with few ideals of an ennobling
sorkp little instroeted in the lessons of
history ; safe from exposure to the direct
calamities and physical horrors of war;
with undeveloped imaginations and sym-
pathies — they form a ecommunity un-
fortunate and dangerous from the pos-
session of power without a due sense of
its corresponding responsibiiities ; & com-
munity in which the passion for war
may easily be excited as the fancied
means by which its preatness may be
convineingly exhibited, and its ambi-
tions gratified. . . . Some chance spark
may five the prairie.”

Here, then, is the problem of the
West, as it looked to New England lead-
ers of thought in the begioning and at
the end of this centary. From the first,
it was recognized that a new type was
growing ap beyond the mountains, and
that the time would come when the
destiny of the nation would be in West-
ern hands. The divergence of these so-
cietigs became clear in the struggle over
the ratification of the federal constiba-
The interior agricaltural region,
the communities that were in debt and
desired paper money, opposed the in-
strament ; but the areas of interconrse
and property carried the day.-

It is imporiant to understand, there-
fore, what were some of the ideals of
thia early Western democracy. How
did the frontiersman differ from the man
of the coast ¥

tior.
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The most obvions fact regarding the
men of the Western waters is that he
had placed himself under influences de-
struetive to many of the gains of civiliza-
tion. Remote from the opportunity for
systematic edueation, substituting a log
hat in the forest clearing for the social
eomforts of the town, he suffered hard-
ships and privations, and reverted in
many ways to primitive eonditions of
life. Engaged in a struggie to sabdoe
the forest, working as an individual, and
with little specic or ecapital, his inter-
ests were with the debtor elass. At each
stage of its advanee, the West has fa-
vored an expansion of the eurrency.
The pioneer had boundiess eonfidence
mn the future of his own commuonity, and
when seasons of finaneial eontraction
and depression oeccurred, he, who had
stalked his all on confidence in Western
development, and had fought the savage
for his home, was inclined to reproach
the conservative seetions and classes. To
explain this antagonism requires more
than depunciation of dishonesty, igno-
rance, and boorishness as fundamental
Western traite. Legislation in the Tnit-
ed States has had to deal with two dis-
tinet social comditions. In some por-
tiona of the country there was, and is,
an aggregation of property, and vested
rizhis are in the foregronnd: in others,
capital is lacking, more primitive eondi-
tions prevail, with different economic
and soecial ideals, and the comtentrnent
of the average individual is placed in
the foreground. That in the econflict
hetween these two ideals an even hand
has always been held by the govern-
ment would be difficult to show,

The separation of the Western man
from the seahoard, and his environment,
made him in a large degree free from
European precedents and forees. Ha
looked at things independently and with
small regavd or appreciation for the best
Old World experience.  He had no ideal
of a philosophical, eclectic nation, that
ghould advance civilization by ¥ inter-
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course with foreigners and familiarity
with their point of view, snd readineas
to adopt whatever i3 best and most soit-
able in their ideas, manners, and cus-
toms.”  His was rather the ideal of con-
serving and developing what was original
and valuable in this new eountry. The
entrance of old society upon free lands
meant to him epportunity for a new type
of democracy and new popular ideals,
The West was not conservative : buoy-
ant self-confidence and self-assertion were
distingnishing traits in ita composition.
It saw in its growth nothing less than a
new order of society and state. In this
conception wers elements of evil and ele-
ments of goad,

But the fundamental fact in regard to
this new soeiety was its relation to land.
Professov Boutmy has said of the United
States, * Their one primary and prede-
minant object is to cultivate and settlo
these praivies, forests, and vast waste
lands. The striking and peculiar char-
acteristie of Awmerican society is that
it is not so much a dewoeracy as a hupre
commereial company for the discovery,
eultivation, and capitalization of its enor-
The United States are
primarily a commercial society, and only
secondarily a nation.”  OF course, this
involves a serious misapprehenzion. By
the very fact of the task here set forth,
far-reaching ideals of the state and of
society have been evolved in the West,
accompanied by loyalty to the nation
representative of these ideals. But M.
Boutmy’s description hits the substantial
fact, that the fundamentzl traits of the
man of the interior wers dne to the free
landz of the West. These turned his
attention to the great task of subduing
them to the purposes of civilization, and

mous tervitory.

to the task of advancing his economie
and social status in the new demoeracy
whicly he was 111:]|ﬁ.ng to ereate.  Art,
literatura, refinement, selentific admin-
istration, all had to give way to this
Titanie labor. Energy, incessant acti-
vity, became the lot of this new Ameri-
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ean. Says a traveler of the time of An-
drew Jackson, * Amerieca i3 like a vast
workshop, over the door of which is
printed in blaring characters, * No ad-
mittanee here, except on business.” ** The
West of our own day reminds Mr. Bryee
“of the erowd which Vathek found in
the hall of Ehlis, each darting hither and
thither with swift steps and unguiet
mien, driven to and fro by a fire in the
heart. Time seems too short for what
they have to do, and the result always to
coma short of their desire.”

But free lands and the sonsciousness
of warking out their social destiny did
more than turn the Westerner to ma-
terial interests and devote him to o rest-
less existence. They promoted equality
among the Western settlers, and reacted
as a cheek on the aristoeratic fnfluences
of the East. Where everybody could
have o farm, almost for taking it, econe-
mic equality easily resulted, and this in-
volved politieal equality. Not without
astruggle wounld the Weastern man aban-
don this ideal, and it goes fur to explain
the unrest in the remote West to-day.

Western demoeracy included indivie
dual liberty, as well as equality. The
frontierasman was impatient of restraints.
He knew how to preserve order, ®ven in
the absence of legal authority.  If there
were cattle thiwen,'lyuch Jafw was snd-
den and effective: the regf]lators of the

-arolinas were the predecessors of the
claims nssociations 4f Iowa and the
vigilanee committees of California. But
the individual was not ready to sobmit
to complex regulations. Population was
sparse, there was no multitude of jost-
ling interests, as in older setilements,
demanding an elaborate system of per-
sonal restraints. Soelety became atomic
There was a reproduction of  the primi-
tive idea of the personality of the law, a
erime was more an offense against the
victim than a violation of the law of tho
land. Substantial justice, secured in the
most direct way, was the ideal of the
backwoodsman. He had little patience
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with finely drawn distinetions or seru-
ples of method. If the thing was one
proper to be done, then the most imme-
diate, rough and ready, effective way
was the best way.

It followed from the lack of organized
political life, from the stomic conditions
of the backwoods society, that the indi-
vidual was exalted and given free play.
The West was another name for oppor-
tunity. Here wers mines to be seized,
fertile vallays to be preémpted, all the
natural resourees open to the shrewdeat
and the boldest. The United States is
unigque in the extent to which the indi-
vidnal has been given an open field, on-
checked by restraints of an old social
order, or of seientifie administration of
government, The self-made man was the
Western man’s ideal, was the kind of
man that all men might become. Out
of his wililerness experience, out of the
freedom of his opportunities, he fashioned
a formula for social regeneration, — the
freedom of the individual to seck his
own. He did not consider that his con-
ditions were exceptional and temporary,

Under such conditions, leadership eas-
ily develops, — a leadership based on
the possession of the qualitica most ser-
viceable to the young aceiety. In the
history of Weslern settlement, we see
each forted village following its local
hero. Clay, Jackson, Harrizon, Lineoln,
were illustrations of this tendency in
periods when the Western hero rose to
the dignity of national hero.

The Western man believed in the
manifest destiny of his country. On his
border, and checking his advance, were
the Indian, the Spaniard, and the Eng-
He was indignant at Eastern
indifference and lack of sympathy with
his view of his relations to these peo-
ples; at the short-sightedness of Eastern
poliey.  The closure of the Mississippi
by Spain, and the proposal to exchange
our claim of freedom of navigating the
river, in return for commercial advan-
tages to New England, nearly led to the

lishinan,
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withdrawal of the West from the Union.
It was the Western demands thad brought
about the porchase of Louisiana, and
turned the seale in favor of declaring
the War of 1812, Militant qualities were
favored by the annoal expansion of the
gettled area in the face of hostile Indi-
ans and the stubborn wilderness. The
West eaught the vision of the nation's
continental deating., Henry Adams, in
hia History of the United States, malkes
the American of 1800 exclaim to the
foreign visitor, * Look at my wealth!
Bee these zolid mownntaing of salt and
iron, of lead, copper, silver, and gold.
See these mapnificent eities scattered
broadeast to the Pacific ! Sea my eorn-
fields vustling and waving in the sum-
mer breeze from ocean to oecean, so far

263

thet the sun itself is not high enough to
mark where the distant mountaing bound
my golden seas. ook at this continent
of ming, fairest of created worlds, as
she lies turning up to the sun’s never
failing caress her broad and exuberant
breasts, overflowing with milk for her
hundred million ehildren.” And the for-
eigner saw only dreary deserts, tenanted
by eparse, ague-stricken pioneers and
savages. 'The eities were log huts and
gambling dens.  Thnt the frontiersman's
dream was prophetic. Tn spite of his
rudle, gross nature, thia early Western
man was an idealist withal. He dreamed
dreams and beheld visions. He had
faith in man, hope for democracy, belicf
in Ameriea’s destiny, unbounded con-
fidenee in his ability to make his dreams
come trae.  Said Harriet Martineas in
1834, «I regard the American pieopls
as a great embryo poet, now moody, now
wild, bat bringing ont results of absolute
good sense : restless and wayward in ae-
tion, bat with deep peace at his heard;
exulting that he has eanght the true as-
pect of thinga past, and the depth of fu-
tarity which lies before him, wherein
to create something so mapnificent as
the world has scarcely begun to dream
of. There iz the strongest hope of a
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nation that is eapable of being possessed
with an idea.™

It is important to bear this idealizm
of the Weat in mind. The very mate-
rialism that has been urged against the
West was accompanied by ideals of equal-
ity, of the exaltation of the common man,
of national expanaion, that male it a pro-
found mistake to write of the West as
though it were engrossed in mere mate-
rial ends. Tt has been, and is, predmi-
nently a region of ideals, mistaken or not,

It 1z obvious that these econcmie and
zocial conditions were so fundamental in
Western life that they might well dom-
inate whatever accessions cama to the
West by immigration from the coast sec-
tions or from Europe. Nevertheless, the
West cannot be understood withont bear-
ing in mind the fact that it has received
the great streams from the North and
from the South, and that the Mississippi
compelled these corvents to intermingle.
Here it was that sectionalism first gave
way under the pressure of unification.
Ultimately the conflicting ideas and in-
stitutions of the old sections stroggled for
dominance in this area under the inflo-
ence of the forcez that made for uniform-
ity, but this is merely ancther phase of
the truth that the West most become uni-
fied, that it eounld not rest in sectional
groupings. For precisely this reason the
strugple oecorred. In the period from
the Rewvolution to the elose of the War
of 1812, the democracy of the South-
ern and Middle States contributed the
main streama of settlement and social
influence to the West.  Fven in Ohio po-
litkeal power was soon lost by the New
England leaders. The democratie spirit
of the Aiddle region lefr an indelible
impress on the West in this its formative
period.  After the War of 15812, New
England, its supremacy in the earrying
trade of the world having vanished, be-
eame a beelive from which swarms of
settlers went ont to western New York
and the remoter regions. These settlors
spread New England ideals of education
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and character and pelitical institutions,
and acted as a leaven of great sigmifi-
canee in the Northwest.  But it would be
a mistake to believe that an unmixed
New England influence took poszession of
the Northwest. These pioneers did not
eome from the elass that
type of New England eivilization pure
and undefiled. They represented a less
contented, less eonservativa
Moreaver, by thelr sojourn in the Middle
region, on their westward march, they
underwent modifieation, and when the
farther West reeeivad them, they suffered
a forest-change, indeed. The Western-
ized New England man was no longer
the representative of the section that he
left. He was less conservative, less pro-
vinetal, more adaptable and approach-
able, less rigovous in his Puritan ideals,
fess a man of eulture, move a man of ae-
tion.

As might have been expected, there-
fore, the Western men, in the era of gond
teeling, had mueh homogeneity throngh-
out the Mississippi valley, and began to
stand as a new national type. Under the
lead of Henvy Clay they invoked the na-
tional government te break down the
mountain barvier by internal improve-
ments, and thus to give their erops an
outlet to the coast. Under him they ap-
pealed to the national government for a
protective tariff to create a home mar-
ket. A groap of frontier States entered
the Union with demoevatic provisions re-
specting the suffrage, and with devotion
to the nation that had given them their

eongerverd the

influence.

lands, built their roads and eanals, reg-
ulated their territorial hife, and made
them equals in the sisterhood of States.
At last these Western forces of agpres-
sive nationalism and democracy took
posseasion of the government in the per-
son of the man who best embodied them,
Andrew Jackson. This new democracy
that eaptored the country and destroyed
the older ideals of statesmanship came
from no theorist’s dreams of the German
forest. Tt eame, atark and strong and
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full of life, from the American forest.
Bat the triomph of this Western demo-
cracy revealed also the fact that it could
rally to itz aid the laboring classes of
the coast, then just beginning to acquive
self-conseiousness and organization.

The next phase of Western develop-
ment revealed forces of division between
the northern and southern portions of
the West. With the spread of the cot-
ton colture went the slave sysiem and
the great plantation. The small farmer
in his log cabin, raising varied crops, was
displaced by the planter raising eotion.
In all except the mountainous areas, the
industrial organization of the tidewater
took possession of the Southwest, the
anity of the back eouniry was broken,
and the solid South was formed. In the
Novthwest this was the era of railroads
and canals, opening the region to the
inereasing stream of Middle State and
New Eugland seitlement, and strength-
ening the opposition to slavery., A map
showing the location of the men of New
England ancestry in the Northwest would
represent also the connties in which the
Free Soil party east its heaviest voles.
The commercial connections of the North-
west likewise were reversed by the rail-
road. The resalt 15 stated by a writer
in De Bow's Review 1n 1852 in these
woTids

“ What is New Ovleans now? Where
are her dreams of grestness and glory ¢

.« Whilst she slept, an enemy has
sowed tares In her most prolitic fields.
Armed with energy, euterprise, and an
indomitable spivit, that enemy, by a
system of bold, vigorous, and sustained
effortz, has auceeedad in reversing the
very laws of nature and of nature’a God,
— rolled back the mighty tide of the
Mississippi and its thousand tributary
streams, until their moath, practically
and commercially, is more at New York
or Boston than at New Orleans.”

The West broke asunder, and the
great atrogple over the social aystem to
be given to the lands beyond the Mis-
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sissippi followed. In the Civil War the
Northwest furnished the national hero,
— Lineoln was the very flower of fron-
tier training and ideals, — and it also
took into its hands the whola power of
the government. Before the war closed,
the West could elaim the President, Viee
President, Chief Justice, Speaker of the
House, Secretary of the Treasury, Post-
master-General, Attorney-General, Gen-
eral of the avmy, and Admiral of the
navy. The leading generals of the war
had been furnished by the West, It was
the region of action, and in the erisis it
took the reins.

The trinmph of the nation was fol-
lowed by & new era of Western devel-
opment. The national forees projected
themselves across the prairies and plains.
Railroads, fostered by government loans
and land grants, opened the way for set-
tlement and poured a flood of European
immigrants and restlese pioneera from all
sections of the Uvion into the govern-
ment lands. The army of the United
States pushed bachk the Indian, rectango-
lar Territories were earved into checler-
Lboard States, creations of the federal
government, without a history, without
physingraphical unity, without partica-
The later frontiersmman
leaned on the strong arm of national
power.

At the same time the SBonth under-
went a revolution. The plantation, based
on slavery, pave place to the farm, the
genlry to the demoeratie elements.  As
in the West, new industries, of mining
and of manufacture, sprang up as hy
magic. The New South, like the New
West, was an area of construetion, =
debtor area, an area of unrest: and it
too, had learned the uses to which fed-
eral lagialation might be put.

laristie ideas.

In the mean time the old Northwest!
has pasged through an economic and so-
ecial transformation. The whole West

1 The present States of Ohio, Indiana, Tlli-
noia, Michigan, and Wisconsin,
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has furnished an area over which sme-
cessive waves of economie development
have passed. The Indian hunters and
traders were followed by the pioneer
farmers, engaged in raizing unrotated
erops ; after this came the wave of more
settled town life and wvaried agricul-
ture ; the wave of manufacture followed.
These stages of development have passed
in snceession geross large parts of the
old Novthwest. The State of Wisconsin,
now much like parts of the State of New
York, was at an earlier period like the
State of Nebraska of to-day ; the gran-
ger movement and the greenback party
had for a time the ascendeney; and in
the northern countiea of the State, where
there is a aparser population, and the
country is being settled, its sympathies
are still with the debtor elass. Thus
the old Northwest iz a rvegion where
the older frontier conditions servive in
parts, and where the inherited ways of
focking at things are largely to be
traced to its frontier days. At the
same time it is & region in many ways
assimilated to the Kast,
both seetions,

It understands
It is not entirely content
with the existing strueture of economie
society in the seetions where wealth has
aceumalated and  corporate organiza-
tions are powerfol ; bat neither has it
geemed Lo feel that its interests lie in
supporting the programme of the prairies
and the South. In the Fifty-third Con-
gress it voted for the ineome tax, but it
rejected free coinage. Tt is still affected
by the ideal of the self-made man, ra-
ther than by the ideal of industrial na-
tionalism. Tt is more American, but less
cosmopolitan than the seaboard.

Weo are now in a position to see clear-
ly some of the factors invelved in the
Western problem.  For nearly thres
centuries the dominant faet in Amer
iean life has been expansion. With the
gettlement of the Paeific coast and the
ceeupation of the free lands, this move-
ment has come to a check. That these
energies of expansion will no longer op-
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erate would be a rash predietion; and
the demands for a vigorous foreign pol-
iey, for an interoceanic canal, for a re-
vival of our power upon the sgeas, and
for the extension of American influence
to outlying islands and adjoining coun-
tries, are indications that the movement
will continne. The atronghold of these
demands lies west of the Alleghanies.
In the remoter West, the restless,
rushing wave of settlement has hroken
with a shoek against the arid plaina.
The free lands are gone, the continent
i3 crossed, and all this push and energy
is turning into channels of agitation.
Failures in one area can no longer be
made good by taking up land on a new
frontier ; the conditions of a settled so-
ciety are being reached with suddenness
and with confusion. The West has heen
built up with borrawed vapital, and the
question of the stability of gold, as a
standard of deferred payments, is eager-
ly agitated by the debtor West, pro-
foundly dissatisfied with the industrial
eonditiona that confront it, and actuated
by fromtier directness and rigor in its
For the most part, the men
who built up the West beyond the Mis-
sissippl, and who are now leading the
agitation, came as pioneers from the
old Northwest, in the days when it was
just passing from the stage of & frontier
section.  For example, Senator Allen of
Nebraska, president of the recent na-
tional Populist Convention, and a type
of the political leaders of his section,
was born in Ohio in the middle of the
century ; went in his youth to Towa, and
not long after the Civil War made his
home in Nebraska. As a boy, he saw
the buffalo driven out by the settlers;
he saw the Indian retreat as the pioneer
advanced. His training iz that of the old
West, in its frontier days.  And now the
frontier opportunities are gone,  Discon-
tent is demanding an extension of pov-
ernmental aetivity inits behalf. In these
demands, it finds itself in tonch with the
depressed agricaltural classes and the
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workingmen of the South and East. The
Western problem is no longer a seetional
problem ; it is a soctal problem on a na-
tional seale.  The greater West, extend-
ing from the Alleghanies to the Pacifie,
eannot be regarded as a unit; it requires
But

its avea, its population, and its material

analysis into regions and classes,

UESOIIEes 'I.'I."I:“]Ed gi'i."E fl:ll'l::t-! t‘] itﬁ AsS8er-
tion that if there i3 a sectionalism in the
country, the sectionalism is  Fastern.
The old West, united to the new Sounth,
would prodoce, not a new sectionaliam,
but & new Americanism. It would not
mean sectional disumion, as some have
speculated, but it might mean a drastie
assertion of national government and
imperial expansion under a popuolar
hero.

This, then, is the real situation: a
people composed of heteropencous ma-
terials, with diverse and conflicting ideals
and soeial interests, having passed from
the task of filling ap the vacant spaces
of the continent, is now thrown hack
upon itself, and iz seeking an equilibri-
uri. The diverse elements are being
tused into national unity. The forces of
reorganization are turbulent and the na-
tion zeems like a wibehes' kottle

* Double, double, toil and trauble,
Fire burn and oaoldron huhhle

But the far West has its centres of
industrial life and eulture not unlike
those of the East. It has state univer-
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sities, rivaling in conservative and aei-
entific economic jnstruction those of any

Lisa.

other part of the Union, and its citizens
more often visit the East, than do Hast-
ern men the West.  As time goes on, its
industrial development will bring it more
into harmony with the Fast.

Moreover, the old Northwest holds the
balance of power, and is the battlefield
on which these issues of American de-
velopment are to be settled. It has
mare in common with all regions of the
country than has any other region. It
understands the East, as the East does
not understand the West. The White
City which recently rose on the shores
of Lake Michigan fitly typified its grow-
ing culture as well as ils ecapacity for
great achievement.  Its complex and re-
presentative industrial organization and
business fies, its determination to hold
fast to what is original and pood in its
Western experience, and its readiness to
learn and receive the results of the ex-
perience of other sections and nations,
make i an open-minded and safe arbi-
ter of the Ameriean destiny. Tn the
long run the centre of the Republic may
be trusted to strike & wise balance be-
tween the contending ideals. But she
does not deceive herself ; she knows that
the problem of the West means nothing
less than the problem of working out
original soeial ideals and social adjust-
ment for the American nation.

Fredericl J. Turner.
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