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MR, VICE PRESIDENT, MR, SPEAKER, MEMBERS OF THE (SENATE AND OF THE

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES) SEVENTY-EICHTH CONORESS:

(The) This Seventy-Eighth Congress assembles in one of the
groat moments in the history of (tma) the Nation. The past year was
porhaps the most crucial for nmodern clivilization} tho coming yoar will
bo filled with violent conflicts -- yet with high proaise of botter
things. (applause)

Ve must aprraise tho events of 1942 according to their rela-
tive importance; we must exorcise a sense of proportion.

First in importance in the American scexo has dbeen the in-
spiring proof of tho groat cqualities of our fighting men, (applause)
They have demonstrated these qualities in adversity as woll as in
victory. As long as our flag flies over this capitoi, Anoricans will
honor the soldiers, sailors and marines mwho fought our first battles
of this war against overwholming odds == the heroes, living and dead,
of Wake and Bataan and GCuadalcanal, of tho Java Sea and Midway and the
North Atlantic convoys. ‘rno'u- unconquerable spirit will live forever.
(applause)

By far the largost and most important developments in the
whole world-wide strategic pioture of 1942 wore the ovents of the long
fronts in Russia: firet, tho implacable defense of Stalingrad; and,

second, the offonsives -~ the offensives by the Russian armies at various



