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Examples of Collections Created by U.S. Government Employees 

 
Primary sources created by the federal government and its employees as part of their job are not 
protected by copyright. This includes several of the most popular digital collections of the Library of 
Congress.   
 
Here’s a list of topics and collection titles to get you started exploring some of the thousands of 
compelling items that are not protected by copyright.  You should still check for other rights and 
restrictions. 
 
 

 
 

Depression Era to World War II 

 
America from the Great Depression to WWII: Photographs from 
the FSA-OWI, 1935-1945 
 
http://memory.loc.gov/ammem/fsowhome.html 
 
 

 
 

Slave Narratives, Federal Writers' Project 

 
Born in Slavery: Slave Narratives from the Federal Writers' 
Project 
 
http://memory.loc.gov/ammem/snhtml/snhome.html 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Posters, WPA 

 
By the People, For the People – Posters From the WPA 
 
http://memory.loc.gov/ammem/wpaposters/wpahome.html 
 
 
 

 
 

 

Folk Music, California 

 
California Gold: Northern California Folk Music From the 
Thirties 
 
http://memory.loc.gov/ammem/afccchtml/cowhome.html 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Folk Music, Ohio and Erie Canal 

 
Captain Pearl R. Nye: Life on the Ohio and Erie Canal 
 
http://memory.loc.gov/ammem/collections/nye/index.html 

http://memory.loc.gov/ammem/fsowhome.html
http://memory.loc.gov/ammem/snhtml/snhome.html
http://memory.loc.gov/ammem/wpaposters/wpahome.html
http://memory.loc.gov/ammem/afccchtml/cowhome.html
http://memory.loc.gov/ammem/collections/nye/index.html
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Folk Culture, Florida 

 
Florida Folklife from the WPA Collections 
 
http://memory.loc.gov/ammem/collections/florida/ 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
Life Histories, Federal Writers' Project 

 
Manuscripts from the Federal Writers' Project 
 
http://memory.loc.gov/ammem/wpaintro/wpahome.html 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
Folk Music, Southern U.S. 

 
Southern Mosaic: The John and Ruby Lomax 1939 Southern 
States Recording Trip 
 
http://memory.loc.gov/ammem/lohtml/lohome.html 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
September 11, 2001, and Public Reactions 

 
September 11, 2001 
 
http://memory.loc.gov/ammem/collections/911_archive/ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

World War I ~ Military Newspapers 

 
Stars and Stripes 
 
http://memory.loc.gov/ammem/sgphtml/sashtml/sashome.html 

http://memory.loc.gov/ammem/collections/florida/
http://memory.loc.gov/ammem/wpaintro/wpahome.html
http://memory.loc.gov/ammem/lohtml/lohome.html
http://memory.loc.gov/ammem/collections/911_archive/
http://memory.loc.gov/ammem/sgphtml/sashtml/sashome.html


 
 

Folk Culture and Natural Environment, West 

Virginia 

 
Tending the Commons: Folklife and Landscape in Southern 
West Virginia 
 
http://memory.loc.gov/ammem/collections/tending/ 
 
 
 

 
 

 

Federal Theatre Project 

 
The New Deal Stage: Selections from the Federal Theater 
Project 
 
http://memory.loc.gov/ammem/fedtp/fthome.html 
 
 
 

 
 

 

Slave Narratives 

 
Voices from the Days of Slavery 
 
http://memory.loc.gov/ammem/collections/voices/ 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

Folk Music, Dust Bowl 

 
Voices from the Dust Bowl 
 
http://memory.loc.gov/ammem/afctshtml/tshome.html 
 
 
 

 
 

 

Occupational Folklore, Paterson, N.J. 

 
Working in Paterson 
 
http://memory.loc.gov/ammem/collections/paterson/ 
 

 

 

World War II Maps 

 
World War II Military Situation Maps 
 
http://memory.loc.gov/ammem/collections/maps/wwii/ 
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