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Mary Jane Deeb:

Good morning, and welcome to the Library of Congress [the Library].  I'm really delighted to see so many faces that I recognize, friends of the “Middle East Journal” and of the Library, and I'm really delighted to see you all today.  I'm Mary Jane Deeb, chief of the African and Middle East[ern] Division at the Library, and it is indeed a great pleasure to celebrate with you the 60th anniversary of the “Middle East Journal” [the “Journal”] a journal that remains after six decades the premier journal on contemporary Middle Eastern studies.  For almost four years, between January ’95 and October 1998 I had the privilege of being the editor of the “Journal,” following in the footsteps of my illustrious predecessors, one of whom you will hear from this morning.  After leaving the “Journal” to join the Library, I was invited to join its board by Michael Dunn, the present editor of the “Journal,” and have remained on the board since then.  

So when the board met last year, and the topic of discussion turned to “Well, what should we do on the 60th anniversary of the ‘Journal?’”  You know, it was a no-brainer.  I immediately said, “Let's get together at the Library of Congress.”  And of course there was unanimous consent to the proposal, and here we are today.  Why the Library of Congress?  Well, because the African and Middle East[ern] Division, which I head, is the place where scholars and researchers doing work on the Middle East often come for primary sources on which to base their articles.  Many of the authors of the articles in the “Journal” have spent days, if not weeks and months, documenting their research and using our collections.  

The Library has the largest collection of books, serials, journals, newspapers in the various languages of the region, from Arabic to Persian, Turkish, Hebrew, Armenian, Georgian, Pashto, Uzbek, Kyrgyz, Kurdish, Azeri, Berbers, you name it.  And we probably have more of those books in all these languages than any other library in the world today.  We also have books in Western languages about the countries of the Middle East.  And that in a way complements the collections that exist in the region itself.  

We also have wonderful photographs and maps of the Middle East.  One such collection of photographs is the Matson Collection, which has over 20,000 photographs taken for over half a century, from the end of the 19th century until 1946, by members of the American colony in Jerusalem.  And those photographs have been scanned, digitized and are available online, so if you're ever interested in seeing what the Middle East looked like at the turn of the century, this collection actually documents it.

We also have digital projects on the contemporary Middle East and on the historical Middle East, one of which in terms of the history is a World Digital [Library] project on Egypt.  And we have Dr. Fawzi Tadros here, who's working on our manuscripts on Islam and science with the National Library of Egypt.  We also have the head of our Near East section, Dr. Chris Murphy, who has scanned and digitized numerous calligraphy sheets -- Arabic, Persian and Turkish -- which again are available on our Web site.  We have a collection of 22 manuscripts from Timbuktu, in Arabic, which are up on the Web as well.  

And we have cuneiforms which are up there as well, and collections of Hebraic materials which are scanned and digitized.  But I know you are eager to hear from our speakers.  But before I introduce the first panel, I would like to thank David Bosch of Aramco [Services Company], -- and I know that there are members of Aramco here present -- for their generous support, and for having made possible this gathering today.  I would also like to thank the Middle East Institute and Michael Dunn in particular for having put together so well this program to date.  And speaking of Michael Dunn, I would like to call him up, and he would like to welcome you as well on behalf of the Middle East Institute and the “Middle East Journal.”  Michael Dunn.

[applause]

Michael Dunn:

Thank you, Mary Jane.  Dr. Deeb will be introducing the first panel, and I'll be chairing the second panel later this morning.  But I wanted to say a few personal things about this first panel as well before we start, and a few personal things about the “Journal” and the institute.  On behalf of the “Middle East Journal” and the Middle East Institute, let me welcome you.  

Long before I worked for the “Middle East Journal” I was exposed to many of the people on this panel.  Back in the 1970s as a graduate student and a young Ph.D. climbing up the minarets of Cairo, as a student of early Islamic history I always had in my pocket a copy of “The Practical Guide to the Islamic Monuments of Cairo,” written by our own Richard Parker who also spent a good many years -- he wrote a good book on Morocco, by the way, although I spent less time there -- who spent many years as editor of the “Journal” in the 1980s, and again edited a single issue of the “Journal” in 1995, but it's the one with the Cassandra article that everyone talks about. So we're very much indebted to Dick Parker for his contributions to the “Journal” through the years. 

 Back in the 1970s when I was first teaching, I was teaching a survey course of the Middle East, and one of the textbooks I used was “The Middle East Today” by Don Peretz.  I was just telling Don that a few minutes ago, and he asked me what edition it was.  I don't recall.  

[laughter]

But I know this, that Don first wrote an article for the “Middle East Journal” in 1954, he published a book with the Middle East Institute in 1956, and I believe his most recent article with the “Middle East Journal” was in 2003; we hope there are more to come.  But he has been publishing with us for half a century.  I think possibly one of the very few people -- there are a few others; Ruhi Ramazani is up there, and he was invited but was unable to make it -- one of the few people who has a longer span of association with the “Middle East Journal” was the late Majid Khadduri, who passed away just a few weeks ago at the age of 98.  

Professor Khadduri was a professor of mine when I was a graduate student at Georgetown, and he sat on my doctoral committee.  Professor Khadduri wrote his first article for the “Middle East Journal” in 1948.  I edited his most recent article in 2000; a span of 52 years.  Professor Khadduri’s son-in-law, Professor Edmund Ghareeb of American University is with us today to talk, among other things, about Professor Khadduri’s contributions.  So even though Mary Jane will be introducing the panel, I thought, I have personal connections with everyone here, and Edmund and I go back to graduate school together as well.  So in many ways I feel like a gathering like this is something of a homecoming.  I did want to say a couple of things; we are moving in some interesting directions at the “Journal.”  

We are now available to a great many Borders and Barnes & Noble stores, and in the next 12 to 18 months we hope that our entire 60-year archive will be digitized, and that we will be able to make it available for sale or download online.  We have recently signed agreements with both JSTOR and EBSCO for additional digital presence out there.  We have begun publishing articles on various subjects on CDs and making them available, and we have just signed a contract with Bahçeşehir University in Istanbul for a Turkish edition of the “Middle East Journal” which will be a full text translation of the “Journal” into Turkish.  We hope that will begin production sometime later this year.  So we're moving forward, along with our 60-year past.  The way it’s structured today, in setting up this conference, was to have the first panel be a retrospective; sort of a navel gazing about the “Middle East Journal.” 

We're going to be talking about the first 60 years with the gentleman on the panel here.  The second panel later this morning is going to be somewhat different; we're going to look at some areas in the future of Middle East studies, with looks at some such subjects as democratization and political reform, Islam in the West, Iran in the West.  We could have chosen hundreds of possible topics; we only have half a day to do this in.  But the second panel will not be so much about the “Journal” itself, as about those things which the “Journal” tries to deal with; the future of the field.  And so with that said I won't keep you from the panel any longer.  But I want to welcome you once again and thank you for coming.

[applause]

Mary Jane Deeb:

Thank you, Michael.  And I would also like to recognize today that we have three ambassadors -- the ambassador of Uzbekistan, who is with us -- and we're going to have a program with Uzbekistan at the end of March on the poet Navoi. The ambassador of Azerbaijan, who is here with us, and I'm delighted that he could be here. And the very first ambassador of Libya, and the first ambassador in 25 years to be in Washington, covering a country that I know well and have written with my husband about.  

So for the sake of our video camera, we’re videotaping this program; it’s going to be available on the Library's Web site, as well as linked to the Middle East Institute's Web site.  I'm going to introduce the panelists, although you have the bios [biographies] with you.  But this is for those who have not been able to join us.  So, to my right -- and the first speaker is former Ambassador Richard Parker, who was a scholar-in-residence at the Middle East Institute, and former ambassador to Algeria in 1974, ’77.  Actually, when I was in Algeria three years ago I was at the embassy, and looking around at the U.S. Embassy there.  I suddenly saw a picture of someone I knew quite well, and there was a big picture of Richard Parker with other ambassadors.  He also served as ambassador to Lebanon in 1977, and ambassador to Morocco between ’78 and ’79.  He's the author of many books, including his latest, “Uncle Sam in Barbary: A Diplomatic History,” which -- and he used, I know, some of the documents here at the Library.  

He's written about the Islamic monuments in Cairo, [and] “North Africa, regional tension and strategic concerns.” He also wrote ‘The Politics of Miscalculation in the Middle East” that my husband uses in his classes at Johns Hopkins.  And he was also the editor of “The Six Day War: A Retrospective of the October War,” and he was the editor of the “Middle East Journal” between 1980 and ’87, and also in 1995.  And 1995 was when I became editor, and I served.  I would go to him on a daily basis for advice, for guidance, and so I’d be very grateful for his assistance then, and his continuous imparting of his wisdom after that.  To my left is Don Peretz, professor emeritus and former director of the Middle East Program at SUNY Binghamton, now Binghamton University.  He is the author also of numerous books, among which is “The Government and Politics of Israel,” “The Middle East Today,” “Intifada: The Palestinian Uprising” and many other works, including several published by the Middle East Institute, beginning with Israel and the Palestinian Arabs in 1956.  He has published regularly in the “Journal” since 1954, where he has written regular analysis of the Israeli elections, among other articles.  

I mean he has been the person who has covered the Israeli elections from the very beginning for the Middle East Institute.  And last but not least, Professor Edmund Ghareeb at the American University Center for Global Peace.  He's the first Mustafa Barzani Scholar of Global Kurdish Studies.  He's also an adjunct professor of Middle East history and politics at the school.  In addition, he taught at Georgetown University, George Washington University, the University of Virginia and McGill University.  He is the author of “The Kurdish Question in Iraq,” co-author with Majid Khadduri of “War in the Gulf: 1990-91” and editor of “Split Vision: The Portrayal of Arabs in the American Media.”  I am going to follow this order for our presentation.  Ambassador Parker will be the first speaker, Professor Don Peretz will be the second and Edmund Ghareeb will close the panel.  We will have questions and answers, and we will break at 11 o'clock sharp.  So, Ambassador Parker.

Richard Parker:

Thank you, Mary Jane.  Can you all hear me out there?  Because I can't hear anything.

[laughter]

All right.  Well, the “Middle East Journal” is a peer review journal; we don't pay money for articles.  We're at the mercy of the academic community; they have got to write something that we can publish.  We don't have any money to pay for articles.  We don't have any money at all.  

[laughter]

I say this because someone sent me a clipping from a San Francisco paper not long ago, which listed me as one of the people who was receiving a subsidy from the Saudi government.  I wish it were true, but it's not.  

[laughter]

We rely largely on the concept of publish or perish; that the academics have an interest in publishing in the “Journal” because it looks good on their CV [curriculum vitae].  And sometimes they have something to say that should be published; often they do.  

We try to make sure it's always something that should be published.  

 When the “Journal” began back in 1947, Middle East studies were not a big deal in the United States.  There were several Ivy League schools -- Princeton, Harvard and Pennsylvania -- that were teaching Arabic, and that's about all.  When in 1970, some years later, the -- you might call it a rival organization -- the Middle East Studies organization, the Middle East Studies Association was formed, the early estimate was that they might have, with luck, 200 members -- academics who were put off by the fact that we had occasional articles about policy, and because we did not have a slave market.  We did not have a group of academics who were looking for young people to hire. People couldn't come to our conference and find a job.  

With reasonable effort, at that point, one could read everything that was being published in English on the Middle East.  As a student of Arabic at the Foreign Service Institute I was given a $200 book allowance, and I had difficulty spending it.  I used to go down to Sydney Kramer's bookstore, the most serious bookstore in Washington at the time, looking for something new coming out.  And nothing was coming out.  By 1980 that was no longer even remotely possible; you couldn't begin to keep up with it.  I don’t know, there were 16 books reviewed in the first issue of the “Middle East Journal.”  Sixteen.  Today it runs about 50 an issue; as many as the editor can keep up with.  The great change was sparked in part, in my view, by the October War of 1973, and the sudden discovery that the Arabs have a lot of money to spend.  And people began to take an interest.  And particularly when we had the oil boycott and the lines were forming by the filling stations, we began to take it a little more seriously.  

At the beginning there were very few academics working on the Middle East in the United States, and most of them appear at one time or another in the “Journal”-- names like Cecil Hourani, Alfred Hoskins, Manfred Halpern, Elizabeth Monroe, Majid Khadduri, Musa Alami, Helen Kitchen, George Rizk, Arthur Z. Gardiner, et cetera.  The first article in the first issue was an article on “The Arab Tribal Community in a Nationalist State,” written by Afif Tannous.  Afif, now unfortunately deceased, was born in Bishmizzine in northern Lebanon, and came to the United States at an early age.  

He worked in the Department of Agriculture when I first met him.  He was sort of our resident Arab in the United States government, and we used him for translation of documents and so forth among other things.  He wrote a wonderful memoir, which the Middle East Institute didn't publish because Majid Khadduri, then the president of the publication committee thought it was not serious enough.  We put it in the library, and one of our eccentric librarians later threw it out.  I can no longer find it; a wonderful memoir of his boyhood in Lebanon.  

Other articles in the same issue were “Nationalism in Morocco” -- remember, Morocco was still under the French at that point -- “The Communist Movement in Iran,” “The US and the Turkish Straits,” and “Multiparty Democracy in Turkey.”  From the beginning it was a debate, argument, discussion about whether we should be dealing with policy, or with strictly academic subjects.  This is going on still today; it comes up periodically.  “We ought to be doing more policy articles.”  Now, enough of this academic stuff. 

I think the “Journal” is much less academic than it was originally.  But in a remarkable example of early policy piece was this thing by Kermit Roosevelt on the partition of Palestine.  This was a, was distributed to everybody. This is a statement of the CIA/Department of State establishment.  In effect, their position was we should have a unitary binational state, not a partition.  At least, that’s rather strong language in here.  This didn't go anywhere, but it's a remarkable statement, and perhaps the strongest single stand we've ever taken on a policy issue.  At the other end, was the winter of 1980 issue had an article by a man Charles H. Winslow, a professor of political science at Indiana University.  He says, this is, “An Empirical Road to a Nominative Barrier: A Story of Palestinian Taxi Drivers Crossing a One-Lane Bridge in South Lebanon.”  And this is a story about how they worked out between themselves, informally, an agreement on who got to go across the bridge first.  Well, this was much criticized.  “What are we writing stuff like that for?”  

I should also say something about the cover.  This is the first issue that I edited; there's a picture of Anwar and Jehan Sadat.  This was a “Egypt Today” issue; money from someplace that published an article dealing with Egypt, and we used to have a picture on the front.  And my successors stopped that because it cost money, but I enjoyed it.  I had some of my own photographs in here; I'm sorry we don't have it any more.  Michael, where are you?  

[laughter]

This is a current issue. After my departure they did away with photos, although there’s a tiny one down here.  And it's all decoration.  And we used to have different colors with the different years, and they no longer do that.  For most readers I think the most interesting part of this has always been the book reviews and the chronology; our chronology goes back to 1947.  

A couple of years ago I looked it up; it was an argument about who was starting the violence in Palestine and Israel.  I looked up the first issue -- or the first issues I should say -- the early issues of the chronology, and it showed clearly that the majority of the assailants in 1947 were the Jews and not the Arabs.  And someone sent it to an Israeli journalist, and it was published in “Duvar” or “Haaretz.”  It's fascinating to go through and see how things have changed and have not changed.  Finally, Michael Dunn referred to an article that I published by someone called Cassandra, prophesying immediate catastrophe in Egypt, which didn't occur, and everybody wanted to know who Cassandra was.  And I’m just going to tell you, I won't say.  

[laughter]

With that I'm going to quit.  Who's next?

[applause]

Don Peretz:

As I approached my 85th birthday, I vowed that I wasn't going to make any more public appearances.  But this is a very special occasion, and I'm very pleased to be here because the “Middle East Journal” and the Middle East Institute were major contributors to my intellectual and to my professional development.  They both contributed greatly to my career, and to my general intellectual development.  The first article, the Middle East Institute was responsible for the first book that I published, and also the first professional article that I published was in the “Middle East Journal.”  Although I had roots in the Middle East, I didn't take much of an interest in the Middle East until 1946.  Actually, during World War II, I was a Japanese interpreter in Okinawa.  But by 1946 the Palestine problem was coming to the fore, and this aroused my interest.  

I had family connections; my family had lived in the Middle East for several generations.  My father came to this country in 1915.  I still have his original travel documents, and it says Jerusalem, Turkey, 

[laughter]

in his original travel document.  But after the war, after discharge from the Army in 1946, I decided to go to the Hebrew University in Jerusalem on the GI Bill.  And while there I became acquainted with Dr. Judah Magnes and Martin Buber, and became very interested and sympathetic to the idea of a binational state.  When the war broke out I stayed in Jerusalem and worked as a stringer for NBC with my friend John Donovan.  But there wasn't much studying done during the war, so this was an opportunity to become a journalist or quasijournalist.  And as a result I did meet not only Israelis, or not only -- this was before Israel, 1946, so at the time there were Jews and Arabs, not Israelis and Palestinians.  As a matter of fact, Israelis were then called Palestinians; they traveled on Palestinian passports.  Palestinians became distinct from Israelis after the establishment of the state in 1947, ’48.  

Well, I soon, as a result of the work that I was doing as a journalist, I soon became aware of the Palestine-Arab refugee problem.  And after returning to the States in 1947, I decided to work with the American Friends Service Committee, the Quakers, who were working with Palestine refugees.  At the time there was something like 55,000 Palestinian refugees within the borders of Israel; that is, Palestinians who left one village, and without crossing the border became refugees within the country.  I was working with the Quakers on the Palestine refugee problem.  As a result, I decided that I would continue my academic study, and decided to write my Ph.D. thesis on Israel and the Palestine refugee problem.  

As a matter of fact, the first professional article that I wrote appeared in the “Middle East Journal” in 1954, dealing with this issue.  Before I actually completed the Ph.D., when I was still collecting data in what then became the state of Israel, I decided that it would be useful to get some input from the Israeli authorities on the contents of this, to see if the statements that I made were accurate.  So the foreign office gave it to a young diplomat, a young and rising diplomat, and after reading it he called me into his office and he said, “Mr. Peretz, there's nothing here but facts.  You haven’t shown what we're trying to do in this country.”  And another diplomat at the time said, “The trouble with you, Peretz, is that you look at this issue like a man from Mars.”  

Well, the book wasn't popular on the other side either; it was banned in Lebanon because of statistics dealing with the Lebanese, the Palestinian population in Lebanon.  The Lebanese authorities weren't too pleased with the statistics, so the book was banned.  For a while it was unbanned. During one of my trips to Lebanon I had a friend, Robert Pelletreau, who was the director of UNRWA in Beirut, and he said “Well, maybe we can get this book for sale in the Lebanese bookstores if you go talk to the censor.  The chief censor is a friend of mine, so go talk to him, and maybe he can make some arrangements.”  So I did go to see the chief censor in Lebanon.  And we had a very pleasant conversation and a meal together, and he unbanned the book.  And it was unbanned until a month or two later when I left Lebanon, and then the ban was reimposed.  

[laughter]

Well, the large measure of support in the publication of this book came from the editor of the “Journal,” who was also editor of the other publications of  the Middle East Institute at the time, Bill Sands.  Bill Sands was editor for several years -- how many was he -- 25 years.  And of the 17 articles that I wrote for the “Middle East Journal,” he edited almost 10 of them, I think it was 10 that he edited.  And he edited the book which was my Ph.D. thesis, called “Israel and the Palestine Arabs” -- first book that was published by the Middle East Institute.  

But also, great credit for that should go to Georgiana Stevens; maybe some of you remember Georgiana Stevens.  It was just mentioned how impoverished the Middle East Institute was. Without the aid of Georgiana Stevens, probably no book would have been published, and certainly not my book, because Bill Sands worked with Georgiana Stevens to get the book published, or to provide the financial support for the book.  

Another article that I wrote, although I wrote on the Palestine refugees and UARWA and Israeli elections, one article I wrote was about democracy and revolution in Egypt, this was in 1959. One result of that book, was that I was expelled  -- article, that was an article in the “Journal.”  One result of that was that I was expelled from Egypt.  One day when I was in Cairo I was called to the Mukhabarat, and there was a very pleasant colonel there.  And he said, “Mr. Peretz, did you write this article?”  And I said yes.  And he said, “It's not very friendly to Egypt. I'm going to ask you to leave Egypt in a week.”  It was a very pleasant conversation.  

[laughter]

I said, “Well, I can't finish what I'm doing in a week.  Can I be extended?”  He said “Well, I’ll give you 10 days you can stay in Egypt.”  

[laughter]

And I did leave, but eventually that ban was lifted, largely due to the efforts of an old friend -- many of you know him, Don Burgess -- who succeeded in negotiating with the Egyptian government in having the ban lifted.  

The first election article that I wrote -- I think there were 10 of those -- dealt with the fourth election, the fourth Israeli election, and writing about the Israeli elections became sort of a habit.  For the next nine Israeli elections I wrote an article -- a total of, I guess I think, 10 articles -- dealing with the elections.  And the last few articles were written in collaboration with Israeli scholars. One with a well-known Israeli scholar by the name of Sammy Smooha, who is Israel's leading authority on Israeli Arabs. And another with Gideon Doron who was the president of the Israeli Political Science Association.  

Well, finally I'd like to summarize by saying that my relationship with the “Journal” and with the institute -- I guess you can't really separate them, they're so tied together, inevitably tied together -- has contributed much to me, maybe contributed more to me than I contributed to them.  And I owe a great deal of thanks to the “Journal” and to the institute for the years of association that I've had with them.

[applause]

Edmund Ghareeb:

Good morning, everyone.  Thank you, Mary Jane, for hosting this wonderful gathering, and I want to thank also Michael Dunn for organizing it.  It's really a pleasure to be here today; to be part of the celebration of the “Middle East Journal.”  I strongly believe it's the finest journal on Middle Eastern studies; my students read it.  They have to read it.  And I have been, also I was assigned to read a number of articles since my student days at Georgetown.  I also want to thank Michael especially for asking me to speak about Professor Khadduri [Sept. 27, 1909-Jan. 25, 2007] and his relationship with the “Middle East Journal.”  And as Mike mentioned, Majid Khadduri is my father-in-law.  But before I even met Sharin, my wife, he was my professor; this is something that a lot of people don't realize.  

I took a course with him at Georgetown, actually the first year I was there, and then I took another semester with him.  And one of the, actually during the first few weeks I went to him and I told him, “I’d like to write an article about Arab political parties either in Egypt or in Lebanon.”  And he said, “No, I want you to do something about Islamic, early Islamic studies.”  And I wasn't very enthused about it.  And so I asked him, “What do you recommend?”  So he said, “Why don't you go and read Al-Mawardi’s al-Ahkam al-Sultania?” which is one of the early works on Islamic governments.  And it was really difficult, because when I went to the original sources -- and by the way, he made the Arab students and those students who knew Arabic read classical works -- and I had to use a dictionary to understand what Al-Mawardi was talking about.  But later on I really came to appreciate something that he often said; that to understand the Middle East, you have to understand Islam and the evolution of Islam.  And I'm grateful that I did study that.  

There are really, a review of 20th century scholars shows that few actually rival Majid Khadduri and the scope of his contributions to the Middle East studies.  He was a scholar, he was a, he helped shape the study of Islamic legal and political institutions, and modern Iraqi and Middle East studies in the U.S., the Arab world and beyond.  I think that Khadduri’s illustrious careers really played a major role in influencing modern Middle East scholarship in a number of areas.  And it's becoming obvious, very obvious  actually, in the last few days we've received calls from people all over the United States, and e-mails and letters.  Especially I was pleased by a number of letters and articles, which have appeared by Iraqi historians who described him as the doyenne of modern Iraqi historians.  

And one of the other also things that I found very surprising was the number of calls we received from Libyans.  One of his early works, actually, was on Libya. And last night I received a call from a Libyan historian in London who actually wanted to express his condolences, but also to say that his [Khadduri’s] book on Libya really remains one of the pioneering works on modern Libya. And although it covered the period before 1969, under the monarchy -- the period under the monarchy. And also I heard from a number of students of his; basically some of the people that he taught at the University of Libya, which he helped establish, and became its president.  

Dr.  Khadduri, we also, to him, scholarship was more than the role of books and book chapters and articles. And he believed that scholarship consists in the  ongoing, sustained intellectual activity, and the activity of individuals and organizations to foster a better understanding among nations and peoples.  And particularly his interest was in promoting better understanding between the Muslim world, the Arab world and the United States.  He also helped establish, was an institution builder; he helped establish the first graduate center in Middle Eastern studies in the United States.  He established a, participated in the creation of a number of organizations before he came to the United States, and those that he did in the United States.  

Also that, but other than SAIS [School of Advanced International Studies], I think that he had the closest relationship with the Middle East Institute and the “Middle East Journal.”  As Mike mentioned, in fact one of the first articles -- at least that appeared in the “Middle East Journal” during the second year -- was one that he did on the 1936 coup in Iraq.  I addition to this, actually this was not the first article, but one that he was asked to do by Harvey Hall, who was then the editor of the “Journal.”  Harvey Hall had asked him to do, actually contribute an article in 1947, but he was not able to do it at that time.  Professor Khadduri actually studied in Iraq and graduated from the American University of Beirut, and later returned to teach in a number of schools in Iraq before he returned to the United States to finish his Ph.D. at the University of Chicago, where Quincy Wright, his adviser actually asked him to begin to focus more and more on Islamic law, and particularly on the law of war and peace in Islam.  Later on he would contribute a book which has remained as a standard reference work in this area.  

But in 1945, he also participated in the founding of the United Nations, as a member of the Iraqi delegation.  And that's when he renewed some of his relationships in the United States.  In 1947, he returned to the U.S. and started a teaching career, first in Indiana and later in Chicago.  And it was during this time, during a visit to Washington to meet with some of his professors -- especially the ones who were here in Washington -- that he met with Harvey Hall, who found out that Majid was in town and wanted to ask him to contribute to the “Journal.”  And he invited him to lunch along with Herbert Liebesny.  They had both read articles, Liebesny had read an article that Dr. Khadduri contributed on Iraq to the Seton Lloyd group in Iraq. And apparently the U.S. Embassy may have sent it to Liebesny, and later on to Hall.  And Hall had read some of the articles, the article he wrote on Alexandretta dispute in the “Journal of International Law.”  And also his article, the first article to be written on the subject on human rights in Islam.  And from that time onwards, the relationship with the “Middle East Journal” began.  

Now, also just last night  Fariq [unintelligible], one of the students, also, of Majid who also worked at the Middle East Institute told me that in fact the idea of having refereed articles was one of the suggestions that Majid made in 1947 to Harvey Hall.  Well, I want to look a little bit more into that and a couple of other things that I heard about; the early period.  But it was in those meetings, in the meetings between Harvey Hall and Liebesny that we began to see that Majid became very much involved with the Middle East Institute and the “Middle East Journal.”  It was these meetings and later the meeting with Halford Hoskins and several other figures involved in both sides in the Middle East Institute that brought Majid to work for the Middle East Institute and to teach at SAIS in 1949.  

Congressman Christian Herter and Wall Street banker Paul Nitze had begun to realize in the last two years of the war [World War II] that the U.S. was assuming a more active role in the rapidly changing world power structure.  The U.S. could no longer take the back seat in world affairs, and it needed informed and trained professionals to deal with the changing world realities in private as well as governmental sectors.  They gathered influential friends and started the Foreign Service Educational Foundation, which was aimed to trying to bring more focus on the Middle East, as Ambassador Parker mentioned earlier.  

The problem was that there weren't many experts on the Middle East in the United States.  And it was Hoskins, actually, who successfully advocated  to Herter and to Nitze, area studies as the way for the U.S. to deal with the new international realities.  He favored the idea of applying international disciplines such as diplomacy, economic law and political theory to various studies.  He had tried to interest the Fletcher School in this.  He was the dean of the Fletcher School, but the board of governors there was not interested.  And the problem was the need for qualified experts, and the number of people who knew the Middle East well was very small.  And it was during this time that we began to see the bringing together of people from the Middle East; some experts from Europe with American experts to form organizations and institutions of higher learning on the Middle East, as well as the Middle East Institute and the “Middle East Journal.”  

In January of 1950, Congressman Herter, through Philip Watts, presented Khadduri with the irresistible challenge of establishing the first graduate center in Middle East studies, and that SAIS was to be absorbed into the Johns Hopkins University.  During that year, in 1949 actually, Majid had started working with the Middle East Institute.  He worked, actually, with both SAIS and the Middle East Institute, but the salary was paid by the Middle East Institute.  And there he worked on research publications and advised George Kaiser and the editor of the “Middle East Journal.”  

That relationship was severed for a year, but then George Kaiser decided that he wanted to have a book on law in the Middle East, and asked Dr. Khadduri to do it.  And Dr. Khadduri suggested that he would cooperate with Herbert Liebesny on it, and the book came out in 1955.  Also, it was, Kaiser wanted suggestions on a pet project that he had -- and that's the translation of Yakut’s geographical dictionary -- and he turned to Dr. Khadduri to help with suggesting people who would work on that, on that project.  

But it was not until 1955, that, after the resignation of Harvey Hall, who was editor of the “Middle East Journal,” that a new relationship began, and a much stronger relationship. Also, because of the coming to the “Middle East Journal” of a new editor, William Sands, who in fact was suggested to hold that position to George Kaiser, and to the search committee by Professor Khadduri.  And it was during this period that we saw a very strong relationship emerge.  In fact Sands, I talked with Marion Nafy who interviewed Sands after his retirement, and Sands told Marion that in those 25 years as editor, “My relationship was very close with Majid Khadduri.  Almost daily,” he said, “I came to him, at least when he was the first director of research and publications.  We believed it was the most important journal of the time.”  

And there are, he said, “There are other journals addressed to the well-informed observer, and to the scholars of the Middle East, but this journal was unique, and I'm glad I played a major role in it.  The “Journal,” he said, “contributed to initiating interest in the Middle East, and encouraged those who wished to know more about the area.”  There was a commentary section written by Sands. Because there were few informed people at that time on the area, and he said that Majid helped with ideas and provided a thoughtful analysis.  He said, “We didn't always agree, but I consulted with him constantly.  He was one of my prime sources of support.  His advice was not only related to the suggestions on topics we covered in the ‘Journal’ and sometimes on authors whom I tried, reviews or books to be reviewed; he was even more involved in the books we published.  If I ever had a problem of interpretation, or when I needed advice, the first person I would go to was Majid Khadduri because I respected his scholarship and his judgment on the area more than anyone I can think of.  There's no doubt that he’s certainly one of the first finest scholars on the area.” 

And by the way, this is, this view was also expressed by the late Sen. William Fulbright to the “Washington Post.”  And when I interviewed the late Sen. Fulbright I asked him what he read, and what did his staff read about the Middle East.  He told me that in fact it was the “Middle East Journal,” and that that was one of the sources that he relied on and that he asked his staffers to read.  

In addition to, Majid also wrote several articles for the “Middle East Journal.”  As I mentioned, the first one was the one that appeared in 1948. And the last one was the one Michael published in 2000. About -- actually, it's a very interesting article which, by the way, has been creating a lot of controversy among Iraqi historians -- about Nuri as-Said’s disenchantment with Britain in his last years. And talks about, and it has been raising a lot of questions as to what happened -- the Kuwait issue, and how Kuwait has contributed -- in the eyes of some of these writers and historians -- to the problems that Iraq faced in 1958, and later on in 1990, ’91, and that it may have contributed, in fact -- that Kuwait crisis -- to the downfall of the Hashimi house in 1958.  

Majid also wrote numerous book reviews in the “Journal” on topics related to Islam, Churchill's memoirs, World War II, the Gulf region, Iraq, Arab nationalism, Lebanon, Syria and Palestine.  In many ways, these reviews and these articles are excellent examples of what Roscoe Suddarth said when the Middle East Institute honored Majid and gave him its annual award in 1998.  Suddarth said that Majid Khadduri’s career exemplified “the ideal of the Middle East Institute; to combine the scholar’s deep knowledge and fact-finding insights about the Middle East with the search for relevance concerning the major issues of the area.  Majid is one of the founders and major contributors of the Middle East, along with George Kaiser and Christian Herter.  He was a major player in the Middle East Institute for over three decades.”  He said Majid “had given generously, over the five decades, of his mind, his purse and his time.”  And I’ll close with that, and thank you.

[applause]

[end of transcript]


