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Librarian of Congress James H. Billington:

Chancellor Merkel, House Majority Leader Hoyer, members of Congress, distinguished German visitors, Prince Johannes, Congressman Bob Bishop and members of the Congressional Study Group on Germany, ladies and gentlemen.  Today we have gathered in this magnificent Great Hall of the Library [of Congress] to celebrate the acquisition of an extraordinary treasure, sometimes referred to as “America’s Birth Certificate.”  It’s the acquisition of the Waldseemüller map, which you can see over here, prepared by the cartographer Martin Waldseemüller, who was born near Freiburg.  As a member of a group of scholars assembled in the early 16th century in Saint-Dié, France, Waldseemüller, a true European of his day, created a remarkable map -- of a size you can see -- which contained startling new information about the world.  

The map reflected his conclusions that Europeans, especially Vespucci and Columbus, had uncovered a new continent in the western ocean.  He named the new continent; it was the first document of any kind that introduces the word “America” to the world.  And for that reference alone, Waldseemüller’s world map of 1507 would be memorable.  But the map also contains information that is only later confirmed through historical writing.  It depicts the width and length of South America, and a west coast lined with mountain ranges.  It shows for the first time in Europe the island of Japan, seated off -- situated -- not entirely accurately, but still quite remarkably -- off of the east coast of Asia.  It provided a remarkably accurate rendering of that new continent overall, despite, of course, obvious distortions and inadequacies.  

Even now, exactly 500 years after its appearance -- it appeared just five days ago -- 500 years ago -- even now we marvel at its many elements of geographical and cartographical accuracy, and scholars are already seeking further information about the sources used to create it.  We realize that the map includes data that history records much later, but here we have a groundbreaking presentation at the dawn of the modern age, the study of which still continues.  A reported 1,000 copies of this printed 1507 world map were issued, but this is the only surviving copy, discovered in Wolfegg, Germany, in 1901.  It had been well preserved by the family of Prince Johannes Waldburg-Wolfegg, and we appreciate Prince Johannes’s support for bringing it to the Library of Congress, and his willingness to sell it, as well as the dedicated work of Margrit Krewson, former head of our great German collections here at the Library, in making arrangements on both sides of the Atlantic for this historic acquisition.  

We are grateful for the transatlantic generosity of the German people, of the government of Baden-Württemberg, and the Federal Republic of Germany for permitting it to be exported and to be housed here in the nation’s library, supported and sustained by the Congress of the United States, the greatest single patron of a library in the history of the modern world.  So, here it is, a crown jewel in a great setting, a beautiful building, the world’s largest and most comprehensive collection of maps and of general human knowledge ever assembled under one institutional roof.  We are grateful to have it, to all of you who made it possible.  

We will provide broad public access to this great world treasure by placing it on permanent display in December after, December of this year, after the construction of a sophisticated encasement for the map, and as part of the -- it will be an important part of what many visitors will see -- many more than ever have before -- as the passageway opens up, connecting this with the new Capitol Visitors Center, and the Capitol itself.  So we thank Chancellor Merkel, the ministers of Germany, and all of these who made this possible.  And we’re especially honored -- it is indeed a very special honor and a high privilege for us to have Chancellor Angela Merkel of the Federal Republic of Germany here with us today, to make this official, and to celebrate this wonderful act of transatlantic generosity.  

She is the first female chancellor in Germany history, the first one to have come from the former East Germany.  She was born in Hamburg, but when only a few years – a few months of age, her family moved to the East, where her father, a Lutheran minister, was given a parish there.  At first, Chancellor Merkel pursued a promising academic career in science, which makes us particularly -- doubly and triply glad to be welcoming her here, earning a doctorate in physics, and working at the Academy of Sciences in East Berlin.  When the wall came down in November 1989, she was among the first to become involved in the democracy movement, and was appointed deputy spokeswoman of East Germany’s caretaker government, following the first democratic elections there.  

Then began one of the most meteoric political careers in post-war German history.  Shortly after reunification in October of 1990, Chancellor Merkel joined the Christian Democratic Union, and only three months later became a member of Helmut Kohl’s cabinet, first as minister for women and youth, then as minister for the environment.  Following Kohl’s defeat in the elections of 1998, she became general secretary of the Christian Democratic Union, and since 2000 she has been chairwoman of that party.  In 2002 she became the head of her party’s Bundestag delegation.  Three years later she became chancellor in the federal elections of 2005.  

Ladies and gentlemen, it is a distinct honor for all of us, and a special joy mixed with feelings of great gratitude, to welcome here, and to present to us all, the chancellor of Germany, a very special European of the 21st century, Mrs. Angela Merkel.

[applause]

Chancellor Angela Merkel:

Thank you very much for the warm welcome, Mr. Billington, Mr. Hoyer, honored members of the Congress.  You will accept that I speak as a German chancellor -- German -- and so we need some translation, but, again, thank you for making it possible that we are here today.  And [German]. 

Translator:

And when I say we are honored to be here, that includes, as regards to members of my delegation, the minister of economics, who is with me here today, minister of transport, and also ambassador -- the German ambassador here in Washington.  Ladies and gentlemen, let me say that today is truly a great day, because 500 years after it was created, a unique work of German cartographic art takes its rightful place in the Library of Congress, the Waldseemüller map.  And this map is often said to be “America’s Birth Certificate.”  It is a map that is named after the German cartographer Martin Waldseemüller.  

Chancellor Angela Merkel:

[German].

Translator:

Martin Waldseemüller was fascinated by the great explorer’s, -- Amerigo Vespucci’s account of his travels.  And based on those accounts, he designed a map of the world as it was known then, and he called it “Universalis Cosmographia,” all of that in the year 1507.  At the time he quite rightly assumed that these newly discovered territories were actually in reality part of a continent, and out of respect for the great explorer, he named this new continent “America.”  One may therefore justifiably call these two Europeans, Amerigo Vespucci and Martin Waldseemüller, the godfathers, if you like, of America.

Chancellor Angela Merkel:

[German].

[applause]

Translator:

For a time, the map was lost in the mists of time, forgotten, indeed, in the turmoils of history.  And it was only rediscovered in 1901, in the castle of Wolfegg, the family seat of the princes of Waldburg-Wolfegg.  And I am of course delighted that Prince Johannes Waldburg, the former owner of the map, was able and willing to participate in today’s solemn ceremony.

Chancellor Angela Merkel:

[German].

Translator:

The importance of this map, and its relevance for the cultural identity of America was quickly discovered by the American side, and over many years the Library of Congress tried to acquire this great work.  However, it was only in 2001, after the former federal government granted an export license, that the Waldseemüller map was then subsequently brought to America.  At the time, the granting of an export license for this important German national treasure was not undisputed, but I still think, today, that it was indeed the right decision.

Chancellor Angela Merkel:

[German].

Translator:

Because this decision, after all, very clearly was also taken in order to acknowledge the very great services -- the outstanding services, indeed, that the American people rendered to the German people, first in helping the German people to throw off the yoke of the national socialist dictatorship, then in helping to rebuild their country after the Second World War, and, actually, in helping them achieve a peaceful reunification.  And the fact that I am able to be here today and stand before you is visible proof of this.

Chancellor Angela Merkel:

[German].

Translator:

And I am indeed also delighted to note that this solemn ceremony coincides also with the 60th anniversary of the Marshall Plan.  The Marshall Plan, too, after all, was a visible sign of the sort of assistance that we’ve received from the Americans, and it helped the Germans and the Europeans in general to enjoy the sort of progress that we have been able, then, to translate into reality.

Chancellor Angela Merkel:

[German].

Translator:

And this decision also is a tangible expression of the close German-American friendship.  It reminds us of the many personal roots, the many personal links many Americans have in Germany.  More than 43 million Americans have, after all, German ancestors, and that is more -- although, perhaps some other communities here in this country may not like us saying so, but I dare say it nevertheless -- more than any other community here in the United States of America.

Chancellor Angela Merkel:

[German].

Translator:

Already, a little under 400 years ago -- that is to say, in 1608 -- the first German immigrants reached America, and later such eminent personalities as Albert Einstein, or the architect of the Bauhaus, Walter Gropius, followed.  And it is a very great pleasure to me, indeed, to be able to hand over this unique map today, 500 years after it was actually created, here to the Library of Congress.

Chancellor Angela Merkel:

[German].

Translator:

For I am convinced there can hardly be a more appropriate and dignified place for this map than this wonderful library.  In view of its virtually inexhaustible treasures of recorded wisdom, this library is quite rightly called “the world’s memory,” and I trust that you, Mr. Billington, and the members of your staff, will see to it that the importance of this historic work for German-American relations is made known to all of the visitors of the Library of Congress in an appropriate manner, and I say I trust that this will happen, because you, in your remarks, have already said that you are going to do that.

Chancellor Angela Merkel:

[German].

Translator:

Germany, too, honors Martin Waldseemüller this year, in a very special way, on the occasion of the 500th anniversary of this work.  The Deutsch Post issued a special stamp in April, in acknowledgement of the scientific achievement of the cartographer, and also of the courage of the explorers.  This work will in many ways, symbolically, as a stamp, cross the Atlantic hundreds and thousands of times, and this, I think, is a very lovely way of seeing these visions of great minds, of great men, be confirmed in a very tangible way, even today.

Chancellor Angela Merkel:

[German].

Translator:

However, I can’t promise you that each and every one of you will receive a letter from me with that stamp.

[laughter]

Chancellor Angela Merkel:

[German].

Translator:

I wish the American people, and indeed the Library of Congress, that Mr. Waldseemüller’s map may attract a lot of curious and interested visitors, visitors who are curious, also, to meet their neighbors after that, and to discover other countries, other civilizations, and try to get to know them, set out in the world, in one word, with open eyes.  For it was, after all, curiosity and mutual interest that made the transatlantic relationship possible in the first place, and kept it alive and kicking.  And it is up to us now to build on this vitality and further develop it, and use this dynamism, not only for transatlantic relations in the sense of German-American relations, but I think it is more than appropriate, on this day that has seen an EU-US summit, to also say the same for the relationship between the European Union and the United States.  

We need to continue to build on this, what has been achieved, and also to remind ourselves of the courage of these explorers, after all, who did a lot to foster our common understanding of what civilization is all about, and our common history.  So I wish all of you, the Library of Congress, and all of the members of the staff, and obviously all of the visitors here, that they might share the delight of this wonderful work, and let me tell you, we will send a lot of visitors from Germany over to see this.

[applause].

Chancellor Angela Merkel:

Thank you.

Librarian of Congress James H. Billington:

Thank you immensely, Chancellor Merkel, and thank all of the many benefactors from Germany that have made this possible.  It occurs to me that your role, not only in Germany but in Europe, is in a way duplicated by Waldseemüller himself, who first gathered this old European group of scholars at the dawn of the modern age, actually in France, in Saint-Dié, and -- so that your representing both Germany and the European Union is a distinct honor for us to have you here, and for your gracious, gracious words.  

When I signed for an acquisition, for the Library of Congress, I don’t sign for the Library of Congress.  I formally sign for the United States of America.  So in a very real sense, this gift, this first to use the word “America,” this first to show a distinct Pacific Ocean and a New World coming across the Atlantic from you, and coming, especially, from Germany, I have to say -- because right behind us, if you go out, you will see two other great, earlier acquisitions -- one of the three perfect vellum copies of the Gutenberg Bible and the great Bible of Mainz, two other products of the invention of printing, and in many ways the dawn of a modern age, which -- again, this map records its most important discovery.  

The Library of Congress is the library of Congress, and in giving this to the American people, you are giving it to a creation that has been sustained, and a building that has been conceived and restored by the Congress of the United States, which -- incidentally, this library has an enormous collection of Americana and American literature and culture written in the German language.  There was a substantial move even to make German a second language of the United States formally, in the 19th century.  So there’s a rich history here, and we are grateful to you, Chancellor Merkel, for reminding us.  

To respond from our greatest benefactor, the creators, the standard of this institution, the Congress of the United States, we are fortunate to have House Majority Leader Steny Hoyer, on behalf of the American people and of the Congress, to accept the map formally, on behalf of the American people.  He represents Speaker Nancy Pelosi, who wanted very much to be here, but had to -- because she’s in California for the funeral of Representative Juanita Millender-McDonald, chairwoman of the House Committee on House Administration, whom we have worked with closely in the Library, and who we all deeply miss.  

Congressman Hoyer was selected majority leader in November 2006, by his colleagues and the Democratic caucus.  For far longer than that he’s been a leader in Congress, and among the most fervent supporters of the Library.  Representing a nearby Maryland district, he has close ties with many of our staff and patrons, and during his service on the Joint Committee of the Library, the House Administration committee, and the Legislative Branch Appropriations Subcommittee, he made certain that the Library’s programs had congressional attention and support.  He’s been a steadfast friend of this institution, and a great internationalist.  It’s a distinct pleasure and honor to present the majority leader of the first House of the first branch of government, Steny Hoyer.

Congressman Steny Hoyer:

Thank you very much, Doctor.  Senator Reid is not here to rebut the introduction as the representative of the first House, but historically that is certainly accurate, Dr. Billington.  Let me say how honored I am to be here with you, sir.  

Chancellor Merkel, on behalf of Nancy Pelosi, the speaker of the House of Representatives, third in line for the presidency of the United States, as you know, I welcome you to our country, and welcome you to this extraordinary facility, which you have called “the world’s memory,” so accurately, I think, and welcome you as one of the extraordinary women of the world.

[applause]

You and Speaker Pelosi, of course, share a distinction: first of your gender to be elevated to extraordinary heights.  Nancy Pelosi -- after some two centuries of America’s parliament, our Congress, we have elected a woman speaker of the House.  And I might tell you -- and I may not be totally objective -- she’s doing an extraordinarily good job.

[laughter]

I want to also tell you that we think you’re doing an extraordinarily good job.

[applause]

It is an honor to be here with you, Chancellor.  It’s an honor to be here with the members of your cabinet, the members of your administration.  It is also an honor to be here with Waldseemüller, to recognize -- I’ll put my glasses on so I can pronounce these names phonetically -- Prince Waldburg-Wolfegg.  It is so much of an honor to be here with you, and I know that without your family’s participation, this day could not have happened, and we thank you for your sensitivity to the importance of this document to our nation.  Mr. Ambassador, we’re always pleased to be with you, sir.  You represent your country well, and you represent yourself well in every encounter with the Congress of the United States.  I know that I have other members of the Congress who are here with me; we welcome -- I’m welcoming you on their behalf, as well, Chancellor.  

Let me say that I was struck, as I was sitting there, that I was representing an extraordinary woman, we were hearing from an extraordinary woman, and there will be another extraordinary woman who will be in our country in just a few days.  There’s just been a major movie that has won honors at the Academy Awards: “The Queen.”  She will recognize the first settlement in 1607, in Jamestown.  And as I sat here and listened to you talk, I thought to myself how ironic it would have been if the Waldseemüller map had been known to the natives who were here, and they could have welcomed those first settlers, a century after the map was created, to America.  We welcome you to America.  I’m Danish.  There are so few Danes in America; it’s difficult to count.

[laughter]

And my Irish friends I will not tell that you said there are more Germans than Irish, because the Irish clearly believe there are more Irish than anybody in the world.  

This is an important day for our country, and for this library.  This document, half a millennia old, or half a millennia young, signifies the prescience of the cartographer, signifies the history of this nation.  I was in Bonn in 1976 -- I remember it well -- and I was in a hotel on one of the squares, and it looked over on a church.  And I asked the clerk at the desk, “How old is that church?”  He said, “It’s about a thousand years old.”  And I thought to myself, as an American, how young this country is, but how rich it has been made by those who have come from the European continent, and indeed the Asian continent, the African continent, South America, all of the continents of the world, to come here to this place called, a half a millennia ago, “America,” to seek freedom, to seek opportunity, and to seek justice.  

This map and our friendship respect our -- reflect our shared values and our shared aspirations.  It is only a friend who would allow a document created in your country that means so much to this country to come here to reside in this extraordinary institution that we call the Library of Congress.  Dr. Billington called the Congress its chief benefactor.  What he means by that -- he gets more money from us than others.  Its chief benefactor, of course, was Thomas Jefferson, whose library came here, and really was the beginning of the Library of Congress; one of the greatest of the citizens of the world.  

So Chancellor Merkel, on behalf of Speaker Pelosi, on behalf of Leader Reid, on behalf of Leader Boehner, and on behalf of Leader McConnell, the bipartisan leadership of the Congress of the United States, we thank you, we welcome you, and we look forward to remembering this document, and making sure, as you pointed out, that everyone who visits this library will see this document as one of its most important acquisitions and exhibits.  It will be displayed, I understand, with Lincoln’s Gettysburg Address, the Declaration of Independence, and other documents so vital and precious to our country.  Dr. Billington and this library will keep this treasure, which you have given to us, well.  Danke schön.

[applause]

Librarian of Congress James H. Billington:

We thank you again, all our German friends from across the Atlantic, for all you have done, for the generosity.  We thank, again, Ms. Krewson, as well as others in the staff at the Library of Congress, and all of those that we’ve worked with in Germany who have been such a joy to work with in this important -- I should mention the Congress in yet another context, because the base of this purchase was a special appropriation from the Congress of the United States, as well as supplementary financial support from the Discovery Channel, from Jerry Lenfest, from David Koch, and Virginia Gray.  And we also want to thank the audience for being here on this historic occasion, and I would like to invite Chancellor Merkel and Congressman Hoyer to join me for a moment, if they could, for some pictures in front of this map.  

Thank you all for coming.  We would hope you get a glimpse of the map, and I want to assure our German friends who have made this possible -- I want to assure you that this will be the crown jewel in, I think, a very rich setting -- but the crown jewel it is, because without it the New World would never have been known from those original navigational charts.  And many more discoveries remain to be made, not only about the first depiction of the New World, but about some of the names, labels, and places identified in the rest of the world.  So it is truly a world map in a sense that no previous map ever was.  And we thank you for it, we thank you all for being here on this beautiful sunny day, and we wish Chancellor Merkel Godspeed and a happy journey back, and a successful time as the representative not just of Germany, but of Europe, and in a way, of the world as well.  Thank you, thank you, thank you.

[applause]

[end of transcript]

