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Mary Jane Deeb:  

Good morning, and welcome to the Library of Congress.  On behalf of the Library, I am Mary Jane Deeb, chief of the Africa and Middle East [Eastern] Division of the Library of Congress.  And I would like to tell you how happy I am to see you all here this morning for what promises to be really a fascinating program.  

I want especially to welcome Congressman Jesse Jackson Jr., Ambassador Charles Minor, whom I’ll be introducing in a moment, Dr. Wilton Sankawulo, who has come all the way from Liberia, and the panelists, who have come from far and near: Dr. Patrick Burrowes, Kwame Clements, Esq., Mr. Art Collins, Ambassador Alice Dear, Secretary Rodney Slater, and Dr. David Smith.  I would like to thank you all for participating in this very important conference on Liberian-American relations, past, present and future, and for sharing with us your thoughts on Liberia’s tumultuous history and its great hopes for the future.  

We at the Library of Congress are also trying to preserve American history for future generations.  We have a major project [Website] called “American Memory,” which documents the American experience through the Internet and includes written and spoken words, sound recordings, still and moving images.  The aim of this project is to chronicle historical events, people, places, and ideas, serving the public as a resource for education and life-long learning.  This project, which was thought of as a pilot project in 1990, now features more than 11 million digitized documents in numerous fields, including African American history, architecture, cities and towns, culture and folk life, government, law, religion, war, and numerous other projects.  But the important thing is that Liberia is featured prominently in this project.

We do not only focus on our own history, however, but help collect and preserve the history of other nations as well.  More than half of our collections of books and periodicals are in languages other than English.  The Library houses information virtually on every country, region, national, ethnic and religious group in the world, in the indigenous languages as well as in Western languages.  Our specialists travel around the globe to find these materials.  And we have six office -- in Cairo, Nairobi, New Delhi, Islamabad, Jakarta, and Rio de Janeiro -- which collect and catalog books, periodicals, films, music from all five continents.

The Library of Congress has collected and made available to researchers materials on Liberia in various formats.  For example, you may wish to come to the African and Middle Eastern Division for expert advice from our curators, more specially, Dr. Angel Batiste, who has helped organize this conference, together with the Embassy of Liberia, and who is a scholar, a teacher, and an expert on Liberia.  Many of the resources, such as a unique collection of Liberian pamphlets, are in the custody of the African and Middle Eastern Division.  

But other material of research interest can be found in different parts of this library.  Maps of Liberia can be found in the Geography and Map Division.  Historical photographs of Liberia are in the Prints and Photograph Division.  Unique documents pertaining to the history of Liberia are to be found in the Manuscript Division.  And a vast number of books on Liberia in Western languages are part of the general collection in the Main Reading Room.  And early printed books on Liberia can also be found in the Rare Books [Rare Book and Special Collections] Division.  So you can see the way Liberia is to be researched, or is found.  It is in every part of this library.  It is not just in one division, but in every part of this library.  Newspapers are also there.  And newspapers are really a unique record of the history of a country.  And we have those as well as serials, journals, in our Serials [Serial and Government Publications] Division.  We also have music from Liberia, and films from Liberia in the film and the audio collections of the Library [of Congress].  So those of you who want to do research on Liberia, who want to write about this great country, should come to the Library of Congress where we will do our very best to assist you in any way that we can.  

But today, you want to hear from the speakers and not from me.  So let me now introduce our first speaker, His Excellency Charles Minor, ambassador of Liberia.  He is the ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary to the United States who presented his letter of credence to President George Bush following confirmation by his country’s National Transitional Legislative Assembly and commissioning by Chairman C.G. Bryant, Liberia’s transitional leader.  Ambassador Minor has a distinguished career in education, corporate direction and management, corporate and human resources development, development economics, and private enterprise.  Ambassador Minor hails from Sinoe, Liberia.  After completing his undergraduate studies at the University of Monrovia, he studied economics and industrial relations at Michigan State University.  He holds graduate degrees in development and human resources, economics, and in management.  He’s also a charter director and member of the Institute of Directors in London.

After Liberia’s president, William Tolbert Jr., was deposed in the military coup in 1980, Ambassador Minor became a consultant for Arthur G. Little.  And on behalf of Arthur G. Little, he implemented a World Bank Industrial Sector Adjustment Credit Program with Ghana involving the training of over 200 Ghanaian bankers and industrialists in enterprise and financial restructuring.  Following the successful completion of that program, Ambassador Minor, along with many colleagues and Ghana’s current Education Minister Yaw Osafo Maafo, established and ran a consulting and training company that trained young professionals at the African Development Bank.  By the time he was appointed ambassador in Washington, he had 120 clients in 25 African countries.

So today, we are really honored and privileged to have the ambassador come and address us.  Thank you.  Ambassador?

Charles Minor:

Thank you very much for those kind words and for your warm welcome to us today.  Congressman Jesse Jackson Jr., the distinguished members of the panel who are not yet here, Honorable Wilton Sankawulo, all the distinguished panelists and moderators, officials and staff of the Library of Congress, special guests, fellow Liberians, friends of Liberia, distinguished ladies and gentlemen, we are indeed honored that so many of you have responded favorably to our invitation to join us today on this special occasion celebrating Liberia’s 160 independence anniversary.  We’ve already been warmly greeted and welcomed from the Library of Congress.  My colleagues from the embassy, Mrs. Minor, our children and grandchildren, all join me to say how indeed we are very pleased that you are here and would like to express our profound gratitude for your presence.

A little over a year ago, we at the embassy began to collaborate with the Library of Congress in pursuance of advice and assistance as we attempted to develop a small library that initially should focus on United States-Liberia relations.  We are indebted to Dr. Batiste for the valuable assistance she gave.  Our library, although still a work in progress, has been dedicated by our p resident on one of her recent visits to the United States and is currently being used.  But that collaboration with the Library of Congress enabled us to get to know of the elaborate potential of this great institution that is the Library of Congress.  Not only is this institution a storehouse of knowledge, it provides great opportunities for a wide range of exposures, capacity building, sharing of information, and knowledge.  The joint sponsorship of this seminar is an example of what this institution offers.  I wish to extend my heartfelt thanks to the officials and staff of the Library of Congress for joining us in this initiative.  You have honored the embassy, and you have honored our country, Liberia.  And I thank you indeed.

As our country emerges from a long period of civil conflict, fratricidal war and destruction, we who represent Liberia here in Washington, the capital of the world’s leading and most powerful nation, have an obvious job.  As Liberia continues a full transition to peace and prosperity, we must interpret the ethos, hopes, policies, and aspirations of our government and people to the government and people of the United States.  We must also feed back what are the expectations of the people of this country from the people of Liberia, and employ our utmost persuasion to facilitate a close alignment of interests so as to achieve the desired goals of mutual benefits for the United States and Liberia.

We too often find, here in these United States, an inadequate understanding of much of Liberia’s history.  Very little is known of the profound affinity that exists between the two peoples and the great likeness of the people of Liberia -- that the people of Liberia have for Americans and America.  On July 15, 2004, when I presented my letters of credence to President Bush in the Oval Office, with me, with members of my immediate family, including one of my nieces, who is the eldest daughter of my late brother.  She is an American citizen and a specialist in the U.S. Army.  She appeared in her full Army uniform with all the paraphernalia of a sharpshooter having served in Iraq once.  Since then, she served in Iraq a second time.  And while her presence in the White House as a member of the immediate family of a foreign ambassador amazed many Americans, we were not amazed, for we know that there are many more examples of the close relationship and strong ties between the two countries and peoples.

[applause]

Today, we will have the opportunity to examine the United States-Liberia relations past, present, and future.  We believe the exploration is essential and will go a long way to help educate and enlighten the peoples of both of our countries.  We hope we can then begin to see how, as we structure and strengthen the ties that bind our two peoples and enhance that special relationship, we can begin to achieve the synergies that will result in profound dividends and benefits for the new Liberia and its people, as well as for the success of the United States foreign policy.  As the United States continues to focus on the war on terror and the freedom agenda of advancing free enterprise, democracy, human rights, and the rule of law, efforts at renewing Liberia by strengthening its fragile peace and rebuilding its broken infrastructure must be seen as crucial to America’s own foreign policy.  

We are delighted to have participating on the -- in two panels here today, some very distinguished individuals.  Dr. David Smith -- Doc, can you please stand? --

[applause]

-- a lawyer and historian who has, over quite some time, undertaken research on African Americans who were founding fathers of Liberia and served as our first heads of state and government, will be on the panel.  Many African Americans have never heard that so many of their forbearers have been national heroes of an African country.  We are very pleased to have you with us, Dr. Smith.  Mr. Art Collins, a successful professional in relationship building and advocacy, is also to be on that first panel.  I had the occasion recently of flying eight and a half hours across the Atlantic with Mr. Collins.  And practically the whole period, we talked of the importance of building on that unique U.S.-Liberia history and relationship.  Dr. Batiste, who has provided so much guidance to us at the embassy, will herself participate in the first panel and add valuable evidence to the importance of that historic relationship.  Dr. Patrick Burrowes, who is an authority on Liberian history and journalism, will moderate the first panel.

The second panel, which follows after lunch this afternoon, will look at how that relationship can help propel the Liberian nation and people in the drive toward greater realizations of our hopes and aspirations.  Secretary Slater, who served this country so well as transportation secretary in the Clinton Cabinet, will be on that panel, as will be Mrs. Alice Dear, who, as a Wall Street banker for many years, became an authority in the financial world on Liberia, and later represented the United States on the Board of the Africa Development Bank, will participate as well.  That panel will be moderated by Kwame Clements, Esq., a Liberian lawyer and television host.  Mr. Clements is here.

[applause]

Sandwiched between the two panels will be a sandwich lunch.  And during that period, the Honorable Wilton Sankawulo, a Liberian educator and writer, will be our guest speaker.  Mr. Sankawulo, who is the author of several books -- and some of them are in the Library of Congress collection -- was called from academia and his literary preoccupation to serve as head of State during the Second Transitional government of Liberia, 1995 to ’96.  We’re very honored to have you, Mr. Sankawulo.  And you are welcome.

[applause]

Before we begin the panel, however, let me invite the Honorable Jesse Jackson Jr., to say a few words.  Congressman Jackson was my very first choice from the Hill to grace this occasion.  I am sure the honorable congressman from the Second Congressional District of Illinois is well known to all of us here.  But permit me to tell you two things about the congressman before I ask him to take the floor.  As a dynamite on the Appropriations Committee, one of the United States House of Representatives most powerful committee, this young man was singularly responsible to push through a $50 million supplemental for Liberia when cuts were being made in every direction a year ago.

[applause]

Again, this year, with much less fanfare, another $45 million was appropriated to Liberia.  The restructuring of our country’s security sector would be at profound risk without the timely and effective intervention of Congressman Jackson.

The second point I would like to mention is that what I believe drives this young politician is his belief in people.  His position on every single issue is characterized by the impact that policy and action will have on people.  It is in this regard that the congressman is greatly admired by President Ellen Johnson-Sirleaf, who herself believes that all the decisions she takes must benefit the people of Liberia today and in the future.  I am delighted to indicate that the congressman will be visiting with President Ellen Johnson-Sirleaf next month.  Thank you, Congressman Jackson, for your commitment to people.  Thank you on behalf of the people of Liberia --

[applause]

-- and our president.  And I extend our gratitude to you for the support you have given the people of Liberia and for being here with us this morning.  

Ladies and gentlemen, our congressman and friend…

[applause]

Rep. Jesse Jackson Jr (D-Ill.):

Let me begin by expressing my appreciation to Ambassador Minor for that very kind and very generous, very thoughtful introduction.  I want to thank the Library of Congress and Dr. Mary Jane Deeb for the leadership that they have shown in recognizing the importance of this historic day, not only for Liberians but indeed for all Americans, in fact, for citizens and for people of goodwill around our world. The example that, on the African continent, the Liberian experiment with democracy, the idea that we as Americans are constantly experimenting with the idea of democracy, in the history of world civilizations and the history of organized governments. These two experiences -- these two experiments, the American experiment and the Liberian experiment -- are major statements about how far we as civilized people have come.  And I want to thank the Library of Congress especially for their leadership in recognizing this historic moment.  Please give the Library of Congress and Ambassador Minor a great round of applause.

[applause]

I am truly honored to speak here today and to celebrate the 160 anniversary of Liberia’s independence.  Liberia and America are inextricably linked.  As President Ellen Johnson-Sirleaf poetically described in a speech before Congress in 2005, “the people of Liberia and the people of the United States are bound together by history and by values.  We share a deep and abiding belief in the power of freedom, of faith, and of finding virtue in work for the common good.”  Liberia, as you know, was founded by freed American slaves.  Liberia’s constitution, its laws, its declaration of independence were all based upon ours.  The Liberian capital, Monrovia, was named for American President James Monroe.  And much like the American flag, America’s and Liberia’s flag has a star in a blue field and red and white stripes.  

The history between the United States and Liberia has not always been great.  Initial Liberian declaration criticized the United States for injustices against African Americans.  The U.S. did not recognize Liberia until the U.S. Civil War.  The U.S. also failed to militarily intervene in Liberia’s first civil war.  After revolutionary change in Liberia in 2005, Liberia and U.S.-Liberian relations were at a critical crossroads.  And most recently providing hope was the inspiring election of President Ellen Johnson-Sirleaf, the first woman in history of the continent of Africa to lead an African nation.  Her election reminds us, although, that we cannot change the past, we are here to witness and change history now.  

I believe each of us has an obligation not only to the past and to history, but we have a responsibility to the present, Ms. Deeb, and a responsibility to the future.  President Johnson-Sirleaf has admirably aimed for four pillars on which to firmly rest Liberia’s future.  She has called, one, for consolidating peace and security; two, for revitalizing the economy; three, for establishing good governance and the rule of law; and four, rebuilding infrastructure and basic services.  She has already accomplished, to her name, each of these areas.

The United States, based upon our historic relationship, must assume a greater role in supporting these goals.  In 2003, the United States provided extensive assistance during the military intervention into Liberia to remove Charles Taylor.  As the ambassador indicated, we proudly championed, at the Appropriations Committee, $50 million to provide President Johnson-Sirleaf with the kind of infrastructure that she needed.  It requires a true partnership, Mr. Ambassador, not only the leadership of President Ellen Johnson-Sirleaf on the ground in Liberia, but the recognition by African Americans in the Congress of the United States about the important role of history.  

History.  History.  History.  I can’t say it enough because as one of few African Americans on the Appropriations Committee, to witness an African American speaking before a joint session of Congress, to witness the first woman African head of state in the history of the continent speaking before Congress -- to have an appropriations committee meeting the day before, offering hundreds of billions of dollars to a war in Afghanistan and Iraq, and to not offer a single dollar to the great experiment on the continent of Africa to provide one person and one vote -- would have been an affront to the idea of democracy and liberation.  One member of Congress --

[applause]

One member of Congress stood up at the appropriations hearing and said, “Before we commit any money to Liberia -- I understand the Jackson amendment -- before we commit any money to Liberia, she should come to our offices and meet with us and discuss the ways in which she might use the $50 million that Congressman Jackson seeks to advance in his amendment.”  And I asked the appropriators the question, did they require of President Karzai that he run around Cannon House Office Building or Longworth House Office Building before we appropriate $100 billion to stabilize their government?  Why would we as Americans have a different standard for Africa than we have for Mr. Karzai, or for Iraqis, or any other person that seeks an appropriation from the Congress of the United States?  The first woman head of state deserves the support of the Congress of the United States.  And we will provide it today in this Congress.

[applause]

So today, the United States has offered the prospect of helping cement a free Liberia, and helping the Liberian government provide its citizens with basic human dignities.  This is an opportunity that I most passionately believe in, that I believe my government must continue, and more vigorously seize.  We’ve already made progress at bettering the lives of Liberians.  We’re starting to provide electricity, to pave roads, and integrate former war combatants.  We’ve placed the despotic Charles Taylor on trial.  In a firm U.S.-Liberian partnership, Liberia is finally moving towards the promised land of the land of the free; that is, freedom from ethnic inequality, freedom from gender exclusion, freedom from fear and freedom from the fulfillment of basic human needs.  

And lastly, Liberia and the United States, far more than ever, have the prospect of transforming Liberian citizens’ lives forever.  Liberia’s success matters to the United States, and it matters to the world.  If we can succeed in Liberia, we have transformed a broken state hobbled by 20 years of war into a functioning democracy empowered by a free market economy and the rule of law; what a statement that we will make on the continent of Africa.  But let us not stop there.  Yes, my formal remarks have concluded.  But I have a thought or two that I want to add about where I believe Liberia should be going.

While many of us want to focus on the internal politics and the internal development within Liberia, I am challenging not only Liberians but indeed all Africans to heed this moment, to move beyond just the borders of your country and the internal history and the internal conflict, and recognize the possibility of the entire continent, a continent through its modern history devastated by war, devastated by colonization, devastated by borders that are unnatural, devastated by language barriers that are unnatural to who we are and where we are going as a continent, to move beyond nationhood and to move beyond pride to the idea that we can be a united states of Africa, with the recognition that each of our states --

[applause]

-- has its own unique culture.  Illinois is different than Indiana, which is different than Kentucky, which is different than Texas, which is different than California.  We can be a unique vegetable soup, with the carrots maintaining their flavor and the potatoes maintaining their flavor, but with a common broth, a common currency, a common economic destiny, a common security blanket, a common need to end exploitation, a common need to fight for human rights as we have done here in these United States.  

This, I believe, is the central issue that confronts not only the development of Africa as we move towards a united states of Africa, but it still confronts the United States.  It is how contemporary Americans and how contemporary Africans tend to fix their development in time, not their structural development or their infrastructural development, but who they are as a people in time.  And I would encourage Africans to allow Ellen Johnson-Sirleaf to not be fixed in time.  Let her be the immortal leader that she deserves to be.  Give her the opportunity to articulate a vision not only for Liberia, but for all Africans.  

I kind of know what I’m talking about because here in the United States, as we seek to build a more perfect union for all Americans, there are Americans who want to fix the definition of what it means to be an American in time, just as there are Africans who want to fix what it means to be an African and the definition of what it means to be an African in time.  I would implore you, let us move beyond who we are to who we ought to be.  

On July 4, 1776, when our nation and Thomas Jefferson and others wrote the magnificent words of the declaration of independence declaring that all men are created equal, African Americans found themselves in a condition of servitude.  On July 4, 1776, while we proclaimed our independence, women could not vote.  Even white males who did not own land could not vote.  July 4, 1776 -- I cannot find a contemporary American who would accept the conditions of what it meant to be an American on July 4, 1776.  But it is not the America that we were on July 4, 1776; it was the America that we would become and that are becoming.  

On July 4, 1863, northern forces found themselves on a great battle in Gettysburg fighting against those independent and wayward states that chose to leave the Union.  They didn’t want to build a United States of America.  And those northern forces, for whom we have built the magnificent structure at the end of this Mall [the National Mall] honoring our 16 president, fought Gen. Pickett and Gen. Longstreet and Robert E. Lee.  And several months later, Abraham Lincoln would come to Gettysburg in the field of the dead, with the stench of the dead still in the summer’s heat.  And in three and a half minutes, he would deliver the Gettysburg Address and suggest to you it is not the America that we were on July 4, 1776, but the America that we will become, because the men and women who have died on this battlefield have paid a price far beyond our ability to add or detract.  It is for the future to remember that the America that we were on July 4, 1776, is different than the America we will become after July 4, 1863.  July 4, 1776, African Americans could not vote; July 4, 1863, a battle at Gettysburg; July 4, 2007, Barack Obama has more money than Hillary Clinton.

[laughter]

[applause]

And we will be a different America on July 4, 2050, and a different America on July 4, 2100.  We will be a different America in 2200.  We are not fixed in time.  Frederick Douglass said, “The Negro has been a citizen in this nation only three times, each in times of war.”  Are we citizens only in war, and aliens in peace?  Martin Luther King Jr. stood on that Mall [the National Mall] and said, “There will neither be rest nor tranquility in America until the Negro has earned his citizenship rights.” Shame on the descendants of cotton who cannot stand with the descendants of lettuce in their great struggle within our own country for citizenship.  I’m trying to tell you something, Liberians, that what it meant to be an American on one day will not be the definition of what it means to be an American tomorrow, because the human spirit and the struggle for human rights is something that cannot be stopped.  

What it means to be a Liberian today is not what it’s going to mean to be a Liberian tomorrow.  What it means to be an African today is not what it’s going to mean to be an African tomorrow.  And yet, Liberia on this continent, with the first African American -- African woman to ever head an African nation in the continent’s oldest democracy has the opportunity to lead Africa to a new definition of what it means to be a human rights advocate, to fight against war and to fight against poverty and to fight for good government and to fight for transparency.  And so while our crowd may be sparse, the 160 anniversary of the founding of this great republic is a statement not just about who we were, it’s a statement about who we are, and it’s a statement about who we are becoming.  Congratulations and thank you for having me.

[applause]

Charles Minor:

I’m very certain you all want to join me in saying how grateful we are that the congressman could give us this valuable day to start with, and his gracious time and prophetic and profound words.  Congressman, again, I wish to thank you very much.  And we will look forward --

[applause]

-- to our continued relationship with you.  There are members of the Congressman’s office here present.  Can I ask them to stand?  Because these are the people -- there’s one or two of them still here?  Charles Gerard, right?

[applause]

Every time I see Charles, you know, he got behind me -- “Ambassador, we need to do this or to do that.”  And so I’d like to express profound thanks for people who work with these congressmen, who make them really do the kinds of things they do when we need them to do them.  So I’d like to thank the members of staff as I thank the congressman for his kind words and for giving us his valuable time today.  I think all of us will benefit for the rest of this day and into the future as we think about what we are today and what we can possibly be tomorrow and in the period ahead.  Thank you very much.  I think those were indeed very prophetic words.  

We are to take a break at this moment for coffee.  And then we will get the first panel to come up to the table to begin our discussion.  Let me thank you again for being here.  

There are some new people who just arrived.  We had introduced before -- Mrs. Alice Dear, I see present.  Alice, could you please stand?  

[applause]

We also see Dr. Patrick Burrowes.  Is there any other panelists here?  Well, all of you again are very welcome.  Oh, I see Art Collins who is also here.  We talked about all of you in the statement I made earlier.  But you will have an opportunity to come up to the stage and say a little bit more about you.  Thanks again.  And time for our break.

Carl Patrick Burrowes:

Let me begin by thanking Ambassador Minor and the staff of the embassy, the Library of Congress, for having the vision, the foresight, to have organized this event.  It’s long overdue -- an exploration of the relations between the U.S. and Liberia, one of those boxes that is covered and needs, from time to time, to be -- to have the lid opened so that we can go in and look through and rummage through and find, you know, some of the contents that have been hidden from view.  I am pleased to have been invited to participate.  My name is Carl Patrick Burrowes.  I am on the faculty at Penn State University at Harrisburg.  And my focus is really on the history of Liberia.  And in the course of doing research in that area, ultimately one comes across the question of U.S.-Liberia relations, given the interconnectedness of the two societies, the two countries.  

Liberia is unique in some ways in that it’s one of the few countries where, if I were to say to you, “Liberia is an African country that was” and left it blank, most of us would supply very similar bits of information or data to fill in that blank.  It is in part because the U.S. media will generally characterize the history of Liberia in almost any news story one sees or reads on Liberia.  In the midst of the civil war, with pressing conflicts and tragedies, we will find the obligatory paragraph or sentence, “Liberia was founded by U.S. slaves.”  This is a unique way of dealing with any society.  We never find references to the fact that Australia was founded by British convicts when there are stories in the media about Australia.  

And this raises the question, why is Liberia so blessed?  And what are the consequences of having this history packaged, if you will, and repeated ad infinitum, because these references go back quite a long ways in the pages of the U.S. media.  And I would say that having this information repeated is a mixed blessing.  In some ways, we end up with Liberia being framed, and framed in the double sense of the word. Framed as you put a rectangular frame around an object, and you invite people to gaze within that space, and they ignore those elements that are outside of the frame.  We invite people to consider the data that is given, only, and we ignore the complicated other messy information that also characterizes that country -- emphasis on conflict, ignoring sometimes the commonalities and collaborations.  And so I think that the value of this program in part is because it gives us a chance to muddy the waters, to consider the complexity, to get beyond the superficial and the surface explanations, if you will.

One of the elements of Liberia’s relations with the U.S. that is different, unique, and often goes unexplored was the importance of volunteer organizations and associations, not the state, in the form that exists today. Not in the form of government-to-government relations early on.  Because, as Congressman Jackson indicated, the U.S. recognized Liberia belatedly after the civil war.  Liberia had already been recognized by Britain and France shortly after she declared her independence. And so that relationship, for a good part of the 19th century, was carried on by associations, churches, by civil society.  

And no element of civil society was more important than the African American community, its churches, given the kinds of ties -- familial and other ties -- that existed between some parts of Liberia, some Liberians here and African Americans.  And so in this era where we are fortunate to have government-to-government relations at the highest level, it is important as we look through history to go back and explore the fact that it wasn’t always that way, and there were elements, multidimensions to the relationship between the U.S. and Liberia that perhaps need to be interrogated.

And so, it is with great pleasure that I introduce our panelists and invite the first of our panelists to the podium so that we can begin an exploration of the historic relationship between the U.S. and Liberia.  

Our first panelist is someone I have known superficially for many, many years, simply because in the course of doing my historical research, I have had to rely on her expertise.  I will date myself and date her as well by saying this started when I was an undergraduate, and we were using a different facility.  And eventually, she joined the staff at the Library of Congress.  I discovered the wonderful resources here and our ties continued.  

Ms. Angel Batiste is currently an area specialist in the African Section of the African and Middle East [Eastern] Division here at the Library of Congress.  She received a Ph.D. in African studies from Howard University in 1992, specializing in the subject area of development economics and development administration.  She also holds a master’s degree from the School of Library and Information Science at Catholic University, and she has a graduate certificate in information resources management from the U.S. General Services Administration. In 2000, she was honored as a fellow in the Library of Congress Leadership Development Program.  

Her publications include “Africa South of the Sahara: Index to Periodical Literature,” “Drought and Famine in Africa: A Selected Bibliography,” “Japanese-African Relations: A Selected List of References,” and I could go on in my attempt to see her blush.  Ms. Batiste is active in the Africana Librarians Council, the Washington International Affairs Librarians Group.  She currently serves as chair of the ALA -- the American Library Association -- International Relations Committee.  

Her current research interests include electronic library resources and services, African and international government information sources, and information policy and management issues in the African region.  I will add, on a more direct and personal note, that she has been very active and involved in attempting to preserve and salvage some of the archival records and library resources in Liberia that were scattered, some of them destroyed in the course of the civil war.

Ms. Batiste?

[applause]

Angel Batiste:

Thank you and good morning.  I’d first like to say that it is indeed an honor to co-host with the Embassy of Liberia today’s event, and to celebrate the 160 independence anniversary of Liberia.  Some six months ago, Ambassador Minor contacted me and told me of his interests in establishing an ambassador’s embassy library.  And during the course of that project, it became increasingly important to me that we realize that we must reconstruct Liberia’s intellectual heritage destroyed by the civil war.  It is imperative that we restore this intellectual heritage to Liberia.  Today, what I would like to do is to give you an introduction to the Africana resources in the Library of Congress (the Library) and to give a sampling of the Liberian collections that we house in this institution.  

The Library of Congress has a long-standing role in acquiring and providing access to materials from and about sub-Saharan Africa.  Since the acquisition of Thomas Jefferson’s personal library in 1815, which included significant publications on the culture and history of the African continent, the Library’s rich and extensive holdings of Africana have become the most prominent in the world.  Research materials on sub-Saharan Africa include every major study representing the humanities, the arts and the social sciences.  Within the Africana Collection, subject strengths include African languages, literature, history, politics, government, and economics.  Language coverage includes materials in major European languages as well as in more than 300 African vernaculars.  The collection’s diverse formats include books, manuscripts, maps, microfilm, monographs, newspapers, pamphlets, periodicals, films, video and sound recordings, and increasingly materials in electronic format.

Established in 1960, the African Section, one of three units of the African and Middle Eastern Division, is the focal point of the Library’s collection, development, reference, and bibliographic activities for the countries of sub-Saharan Africa.  In addition to fulfilling its mandate to provide reference services for members of Congress and other government agencies, commercial organizations, the scholarly community, and the general public worldwide, the section maintains liaison with governmental and library institutions throughout the world.  The African Section has prepared numerous studies for publications ranging from general and topical bibliographic guides to bibliographies of official publications of a country or region.  The purpose of each is to open up the collections, to make them more accessible, and to increase the number of people who may benefit from exploring the Library’s Africana resources.

Prominent among the Library’s holdings are its vast and rich collections of primary and secondary source materials documenting accounts of historical and cultural life and processes of political, economic and social development in the territorial entity now known as Liberia.  Beginning with Spanish and Portuguese explorations and study of Liberia through the present, the Library’s collection is a treasure trove for the study of Liberia’s culture and history.

For coverage of the pre-1820 period, prior to the arrival of the colonists from the United States, the researcher will find early accounts of travelers and maps of European exploration and discovery on the West Coast of Africa, including the Grain Coast, or present-day Liberia.  Works of historical importance include William Smith’s “Thirty Different Drafts of Guinea” -- which illustrates the competition among the Dutch, English, and Portuguese along the West Coast of Africa -- and a copy of William Bosman’s “A New and Accurate Description of the Coast of Guinea.”  

Descriptions of the culture and traditional customs of indigenous societies in Liberia is reflected in the popular works of George Swab, “Tribes of the Liberian Hinterland,” and in Etta Donner’s “Hinterland Liberia.”  In addition, important ethnic African works can be found in the Liberian Bureau of Folkways Collections.  

Liberia is Africa’s oldest republic.  It traces its origin to liberated U.S. slaves who were resettled along the western coast by U.S. philanthropic organizations.  Beginning in the year 1816, the American Colonization Society, supported by leading American politicians such as senators Henry Clay and Daniel Webster, Francis Scott Key, and presidents Thomas Jefferson, James Madison and James Monroe, worked toward the creation of a colony in Africa for free blacks and manumitted slaves.  Implementation of this venture began after the United States Congress granted $100,000 to the society, for the repatriation to Africa of persons brought to America following the official American abolition of the slave trade.  The settlers of Liberia brought with them their culture and customs and set up a government and society much like that of the United States.  For this period of Liberian history, the Library’s extraordinary body of materials includes manuscripts, journals, pamphlets, legal and government documents, maps, newspapers, photographs, as well as genealogical records.  

Highlighting the Liberian holdings are the manuscript records of the American Colonization Society, which was established in 1817 to facilitate the repatriation of African Americans back to Africa, principally in Liberia.  Of special value to scholars is the first American Colonization Society journal, the “African Intelligencer.”  Edited by Jehudi Ashmun, U.S. representative to Liberia in 1822, this single-issue journal contains articles on the slave trade and the expedition of the “Elizabeth,” the ship that carried the first group of colonists to Liberia.  The Library also holds Ashmun’s “History of the American Colony in Liberia from 1821 to 1823.”  In addition, the Library holds a virtually complete run of the society’s quarterly, “African Repository and Colonial Journal.”

The American Colonization Society collection -- presented to the Library by the Society in 1913 and again at its formal dissolution in 1964 -- numbers more than 190,000 items and spans the years 1792 through 1964.  The collection contains a wealth of information about the foundation of the society, its role in establishing Liberia, efforts to manage and defend the colony, fundraising, recruitment of settlers, and the way in which blacks built and led the new nation.  It includes photographs, postcards, correspondence, memoranda, minutes of meetings, internal reports, annual reports, passenger lists, land grants and many other official documents.  

Equally valuable are several rare maps showing early settlements in Liberia, indigenous political subdivisions in areas ceded to the Society by indigenous chiefs.  And I’d like you to know that many of these materials are available on the Library’s “American Memory” Web site.

In addition to the records of the American Colonization Society, the Library holds important records of the administration of other colonization societies, including the Young Men’s Colonization Society in Pennsylvania, the New York Colonization Society, and the Maryland Colonization Society.

In 1847, Liberia declared itself an independent sovereign state and has remained an independent republic ever since.  The new state adopted a constitution modeled on that of the United States.  In 1878, the True Whig party, the oldest political party in Africa, regained presidency and remained in continuous control of the polity until 1980.  Complementing the American Colonization Society collection, the Library holds a unique collection of primary documents written by Liberia’s leading 19th century statesmen and government officials.  These works describe the country’s unique history and chronicle the political construction of the new Liberian state.  For example, the Library holds inaugural addresses and major policy statement, statements by presidents Joseph Jenkins Roberts, Stephen Allen Benson, James Payne, Edward Roye, and Edwin J. Barclay.  

Additionally, there are significant holdings of works by Liberia’s leading intellectuals of the 19th century, including Dr. Wilmot Blyden, “A Voice from Bleeding Africa,” “Liberia’s Offering,” and his masterpiece, “Christianity, Islam, and the Negro Race.”  Copies of notable addresses and discourses by Alexander Crummell are also available.  These include “Relations and Duties of Free Men in America to Africa: A letter to Charles B. Dunbar,” “Emigration an Aid to the Evangelization of Africa” -- excuse me -- and “Africa and America.”

The Library additionally holds all the standard works dealing with the history and government of Liberia during its period as an independent nation in the mid-1800s, including Sir Henry Johnson’s “Liberia” and Charles Huberich’s two-volume “Political and Legislative History of Liberia.”  

The outstanding works of 20th century Liberian literary writers are well represented in the Liberian collections, including works by leading Liberian poet and folklorist Bai T. Moore, such as “Murder in the Cassava Patch,” “Ebony Dust,” and “Chips from the African Story Tree.” The novels, “Sundown at Dawn, A Liberian Odyssey” and “The Rain in the Night,” as well as the biography, “Tolbert of Liberia,” by today’s honored guest speaker, Dr. Wilton Sankawulo are also represented.

[applause]

Additionally, the Library holds the works of A. Doris Banks Henries, Albert Porte, Samuel Kofi Woods, Robert A. Smith, Vera Oye Yaa-Anna, and Gabriel Williams, noted journalist, who wrote about the Liberian civil war in “Liberia, the Heart of Darkness.”  The works of veteran journalist Kenneth Y. Best are also in the Library.  And I’d like to note that Kenneth Best has been extremely instrumental in helping the Library to develop its collection of contemporary Liberian newspapers.

The Library’s collection of historical, popular, and scholarly journals is especially valuable for the study of Liberia’s cultural and intellectual heritage.  In addition to the “African Repository and Colonial Journal,” notable collections include the “Palm Magazine,” the “Methodist Quarterly Review” and “Fraser’s Magazine.”  Other important titles include the “Liberian Historical Review” and the Contemporary “Liberian Studies Journal.”  Invaluable as source materials also are the Library’s extensive collection of Liberian newspapers: the :African Nationalist,” the “Daily Listener,” the “Liberian Star,” the “New Liberian,” “Saturday Chronicle,” “Liberian News,” “Africa’s Luminary,” “”Liberian Age” the “Eye,” the “Inquirer,” “Monrovia Daily News,” “New Democrat Weekly,” “Patriarch,” and “Torchlight.”

For the study of the Liberian state under the administrations of President William Tubman and William Tolbert, the Library holds an extensive body of invaluable source materials.  One can find a broad selection of government documents such as annual reports of government ministries, statistical abstracts, fiscal and administrative policy statements, multivolume economic and social development plans, as well as speeches covering political affairs, international relations and diplomacy, and commercial and financial matters.  For instance, the Library holds the inaugural address of President William Tubman, which initiated the unification policy, which sought to assimilate indigenous Liberians to the established ‘Americo’ elite society and polity, and the open door policy reaffirming Liberia’s openness to foreign investment and its commitment to a capitalistic economy.  These two policies guided Liberian politics until 1980.  I’d like to note here that the Library has compiled a guide, “Liberia During the Tolbert Era,” which was published in 1983.

Also found in the collections are Liberian legal publications, including the microfilm copy of the declaration of independence and constitution, the official gazette, and several concession agreements; for example, a 1975 concession agreement between the Republic of Liberia and the Firestone Tire and Rubber Company and the Liberian Iron and Steel Corporation.

A special category of the Library’s Liberian holdings is its rich collection of political and social ephemeral items.  In this collection, one finds pamphlets, resolutions of congresses, reports, election campaign memorabilia, and posters created by political, social, religious, education and cultural organizations on a broad spectrum of Liberian political, economic and social issues.  A souvenir program from the first inaugural ceremonies of President Tolbert, President Tolbert is an example of the rare political ephemera available to the researcher.

Additionally, political ephemera issued by various civil society organizations and political organizations in Liberia and in the Liberian diaspora in the United States can be found, including works of the Progressive Alliance of Liberia, the People’s Progressive Party, the Movement for Justice in Liberia, the Liberian National Student Union.  Ephemeral items from political parties active during the regime of Gen. Samuel Doe include the Liberian People’s Party and the United People’s Party.  Included also are publications of Liberian dissident groups such as the National Patriotic Front of Liberia, the Independent National Patriotic Front of Liberia, Liberian’s United for Reconciliation and Democracy, and the Movement for Democracy in Liberia.

The two civil wars in Liberia, as well as Liberia’s post-conflict political issues and developments, have not escaped the Library’s collecting interests.  Descriptive accounts of the devastating civil war displacing thousands of citizens and destroying the Liberian economy can be found in the extensive holdings of U.S. Congressional hearings, documents of the United Nations Security Council, and other specialized UN agencies, reports from international political, environmental, and humanitarian groups, and in important technical reports issued by international aid and relief agencies.  Copies of the proceedings of several international conferences held during the course of the war are also available in the collections.

As the Liberian people begin the slow process of recovering from the economic, social, political and psychological trauma of the war, the Library continues to expand its Liberian collections.  Our current emphasis is on collecting publications from Liberia.  Our special topics of interest include Liberian politics, economics, business and social conditions.  Thank you.

[applause]

 Carl Patrick Burrowes:

I hope that we’ll have to time towards the end for questions from the audience.  And we’ll go -- proceed with our next panelist.  

Our next panelist is Dr. David Smith Jr., whom I have not had the pleasure of meeting, but whose path I seem to keep crossing and footsteps I keep sort of finding myself stepping in.  I can’t talk to a Liberian in Atlanta who doesn’t say to me, “There’s this historian with a passion for Liberian history.  You really ought to meet him.  I’ll put you in contact.”  And we haven’t made that contact until today.  So I am very pleased that he’s here, and we’ll have that opportunity.  

Dr. Smith is the assistant director of Career Services at Georgia State University’s College of Law.  He completed his Ph.D. in higher education at Georgia State.  In 2005, the university’s first modern history was done by him.  His dissertation and resulting book detailed the roots of the university and its accomplishments from 1913 to 2002.  Dr. Smith joined the law school staff in October 2002.  He was formerly on the staff of Emery University and the University of Pennsylvania’s Wharton School of Business.  His first career -- he’s on his second; if you add the exploration of Liberian history, it’s the third.  His first career was in the United States Army in the area of human resources, law and combat arms.

In 2006, Dr. Smith curated the now well-known exhibit in Atlanta called “The African American presidents: the Founding Fathers of Liberia, 1848 to 1904.”  It was featured at the Carter Presidential Library in Atlanta.  According to Dr. Smith, there were ten African American born men who rose to positions as president of Liberia.  And these men were also the first presidents of African American descent.  They were the first presidents on the African continent, period.  To quote him, he says, “At this point, I am the only African American researcher and scholar in the world focused exclusively on the ten African American presidents, their administrations, and their family members past and present.”  

It is with great pleasure I welcome Dr. Smith.

[applause]

David Smith Jr.:

Thank you very much for that warm welcome.  I’d like to thank Mr. Ambassador, Ms. Minor, the Library of Congress and staff for this nice invitation.  

Like you mentioned, this is a very passionate area for me.  And my dissertation chair, Dr. Russell Irvine from Georgia State University, is responsible for bringing me into this area of research.  We had a very interesting conversation one day at Auburn Avenue Research Library in which he mentioned about a Henry Roberts, a Liberian -- an African American Liberian settler who came back to the United States to study medicine and became one of our first medical doctors from the African American race.  I said, “Wait a minute.  The president of Liberia is a Roberts.”  He said, “Yes.  That was his brother.”  “So the first president of Liberia was an African American?  What are you talking about, professor?”  And I have many -- over five college degrees.  I have never really heard about Joseph Jenkins Roberts until that day.  And he just blew me away.  And ever since then, I have not been able to get Liberia and these founding fathers out of my head.  So it drives me.  Every day, I’m in a mental conversation with them.  And I’ll share more with you about that.

I had an interesting flight here to Washington last night.  And it was, I think, by the grace of God that this happened.  I was trying to think about an opening for my remarks today, and I thought for the last several days about, “There came into Egypt a Pharaoh that did not know Joseph,” the Biblical Joseph.  “There came into Egypt a Pharaoh that did not know Joseph.”  There came into America a generation and a nation who does not know Joseph Jenkins Roberts.  And on the plane when I sat down -- and I just went through the movie again of Joseph on DVD.  I sat down on the plane.  My plane-mate came, and he had a window seat.  And we started to talking.  I said, “Where are you from?”  He said, “Israel.”  I said, “Okay.  This is a sign.”  So that is the remark I want to start with.  “There came into Egypt a Pharaoh who did not know Joseph.”  So we talked about Joseph and Abraham and Isaac and so forth.  

Liberia gave the deciding vote towards the creation of Israel.  I don’t know how many know that.  So there’s a connection here.  And it’s happened to me over the years.  I wrote my family history, which goes back to the continent of Africa, before I wrote my history about Liberia.  And some coincidences happened there as well.  And that’s another presentation.  But very interesting when we think about things, the secret -- I guess most of you probably have heard the secret, the law of attraction.  When you start thinking about things, they’re attracted to you.  

So as I started my research on the African American presidents, the founding fathers of Liberia, I have received so many emails and calls from family members of these men.  Or, I have attended meetings where I ran into descendants of these men.  And I think -- I am working on a book now called “The Great Lessons of the African American World.”  And in there, I am taking the readers all the way back to Africa, to this first ship, the first ships that came over here with our descendants, African American descendants, the “”White Lion and the “Treasurer.”  There’s a great book called “The Birth of Nations” by Tim Hashaw [spelled phonetically] that just came out.  The “White Lion” and the “Treasurer” were pirate ships operated by Lord Rich out of England, and the “San Juan Batiste” took from the Angolan Empire a number of Africans headed to the New World.  “San Juan Batiste” was pirated by the “White Lion” and the “Treasurer,” and thus our first African Americans on this continent, our first Africans in 1619, the 22 of August, 1619, Jamestown, these were -- and most of them were already Christianized by the Portuguese -- Africans from the Angolan Empire.  

Why is that important?  Very important because there came a race, there came a people, there came a nation who did not know Joseph Jenkins Roberts.  I am tracing Joseph Jenkins Roberts’s roots back to those original Africans that came into Jamestown.  Joseph Jenkins Roberts, the founding father of the democratic Republic of Liberia, born in Virginia.  He’s on the cover right here.  This is probably the most interesting American that I’ve ever read about, Joseph Jenkins Roberts.  This is the first book I put out about two years ago, on this cover.  And I’ll tell you all about him, Joseph Jenkins Roberts.  Joseph Jenkins Roberts.  

For my American audience in here, please, if you leave today, please know and remember Joseph Jenkins Roberts.  He could run our nation today; that’s how -- and I’m going through all of his letters now.  But the seeds of the nation of Liberia goes back to the Congregational Church in the 1700s.  Rev. Samuel Hopkins, a Congregational minister in New England sent to Princeton, back then the College of New Jersey, several Africans, including John Quamine.  These Africans -- two of them were from the Gold Coast of Africa, basically the area of Sierra Leone, Liberia, and they were trained by a Rev. Witherspoon, who was president of the college.  And these were our first blacks in America to go to school -- they were Africans -- to go to school at the College of New Jersey, now known as Princeton, to go back to Africa and become missionaries.  They never made it back.  But that’s where the enthusiasm for finding [founding] a colony on the West Coast of Africa originated, with this reverend.  Very few people know that, Rev. Samuel Hopkins.  

One of the individuals that went to this College of New Jersey was John Chavis.  You mentioned in the introduction my Ph.D. is in higher education, so I’m very much interested in the evolution of African American higher education in this nation.  John Chavis was the first African American to graduate from college, in 1799, William and Mary.  But he attended the College of New Jersey before he went to William and Mary College and graduated in 1799 and became a reverend, John Chavis.  

Paul Cuffe, how many are familiar with Paul Cuffe?  How many know that he made several -- a couple journeys back to Africa?  Paul Cuffe inspired the creation of the American Colonization Society, the ACS, which was the organization that founded the colony of Liberia, the ACS.  Years before Liberia was founded, he went to Sierra Leone.  And before you can talk about Liberia, you have to talk about Sierra Leone.  Paul Cuffe went to Sierra Leone and met with the Black Loyalists.  The Black Loyalists were African Americans who had fought on the side of England in the Revolutionary War.  So after the war -- of course, England lost it.  They were taken to Canada, the Black Loyalists, and to England.  Sierra Leone was founded in 1787.  Who founded Sierra Leone?  Who were the settlers?  Americans.  We all say British.  They were Americans that were in England that England said, “We have too many free black Americans in England.  We have to find a place to put them.”  So they created the colony of Sierra Leone, late 1700s.  So I’ve run into a lot of their descendants right now.  

John Kezil was a free slave who fought with the British, went to Canada.  1792, they moved John Kezil and 1,100 other black Loyalists to join those Americans that were shipped from England in Sierra Leone.  So Paul Cuffe goes over, 1811, another journey 1816.  They talk about expanding the colony and so forth.  Robert Finley who founded -- a reverend from New Jersey, who founded the ACS, was in correspondence with Paul Cuffe.  So I’m going through all their letters right now to document this, with Paul Cuffe.  So you get the ACS.  They go over -- they send the ship “Elizabeth” to where first?  To Sierra Leone, with Eliza Johnson, who was a veteran of the War of 1812.  And there were other veterans on that ship.  

So as I mentioned, Liberia was founded by free and previously enslaved African Americans, almost half and half.  The presidents that I will introduce to you today, eight of them were born free in America.  They had a choice to go to Liberia.  I classify them as our black nation builders as I talk about them in “The Great Books of the African American World.”  Twenty thousand Americans made the journey to Liberia throughout the 1800s, 20,000.  This was our first great back-to-Africa movement.  So 1820, they go there.  Subsequently, the ACS sponsors them in Liberia.  They are greeted by the Bossa kings, and they create this colony of Liberia.  

1829, the “Harriet,” which was an ACS-sponsored ship, left from Norfolk, Va., with Joseph Jenkins Roberts.  Joseph Jenkins Roberts was born in Norfolk, Va..  And in his letters, he talks about, at two and a half years old, he moved with his family from Norfolk to Petersburg.  Petersburg, Va., has a very significant role in the first leadership generation of Liberia, because I’m finding so many of these early leaders coming out of Petersburg.  He worked there in a barbershop under Rev. Colson.  He has access to his library, Rev. Colson’s library.  He worked under his father, James Roberts, who was a free man.  Because in some of the literature I read, it said “Well, Joseph Jenkins Roberts was freed from slavery.”  No.  Joseph Jenkins Roberts was never a slave.  Joseph Jenkins Roberts’s father, James Roberts, was never a slave.  Joseph Jenkins Roberts’s grandfather, Joseph Roberts, was never a slave.  Joseph Jenkins Roberts’s ancestry goes back to Mary Roberts who lived in Jamestown -- we got her back to the 1600s -- was an indentured servant and freed in the late 1600s.  She had advocated very strongly for her freedom.  Her family, the Roberts -- I traced the Roberts name back to England.  They were settlers in Jamestown.  The first founding African American generation of Jamestown, Anthony Johnson, Anthony -- Benjamin Dole, all were part of that family.  So his roots go back to the creation of this nation, the founding fathers of Liberia.  So let’s go forth, because I don’t have a lot of time.  

So Joseph Jenkins Roberts, at 20 years old, immigrates with his family.  He was a member of the Methodist church; a Methodist minister Rev. Dissoway from New York, who was part of the ACS society there in Petersburg, talked Miss Roberts -- they call her Auntie Roberts; she’s well-respected in the church.  And they attended, get this, an integrated church in Petersburg.  The Union Street Methodist Church was almost half black, half white.  Okay, they had a restricted area where they had to sit.  But Roberts and his family went to this integrated church.  So he was exposed to diversity at an early age.  Joseph Jenkins Roberts.  So Auntie Roberts talked to Rev. Disoway, a white minister who wrote, by the way, “The Churches of New York” and became a very prominent man in New York.  And he said, “Miss Roberts, if you want a future for your sons and daughters, you need to take them to this new colony of Liberia.”  And she had a discussion with her family, because at this time, James Roberts had passed away.  He owned ships in that area, boats, and Roberts was raised learning about shipping and transportation of goods and so forth.  They used to go from the Appomattox and James Rivers down to Norfolk.  

Well, they went to Liberia on the “Harriet.”  I call this the ship of presidents, because on that ship was also President James Spriggs Payne, another African American president of Liberia, and a vice president, Beverley Yates, African American vice president.  So they went over there.  And what happens to this 20-year-old man, Joseph Jenkins Roberts?  Joseph Jenkins Roberts.  He builds the largest black owned business in the world, Roberts, Colson and Company, with his mentor who owned the barbershop, Rev. Colson.  Roberts, Colson -- huge merchant trading firm.  He was coming back and forth between Liberia and New York.  What I’m finding in my research, none of them lost contact with America, our black nation builders, these founding fathers.  He went over there, he became -- he built his big business.  

He became the high sheriff of Liberia, which is like an attorney general today.  At a young age, he became the lieutenant -- appointed the lieutenant governor by the American Colonization Society.  When Thomas Buchanan, the white Governor of Liberia, passed away, he was appointed governor of Liberia, preceded only by Anthony Williams, another African American who was acting-governor for a while.  Joseph Jenkins Roberts was the first black governor in the world.  Joseph Jenkins Roberts, this man from Virginia, this African American from Virginia.  He goes over there, becomes lieutenant governor, governor, and then when Liberia declared its independence in 1847, he was elected president of the nation, the first African American president in the world.  

So when Obama, Sen. Obama, Barack Obama becomes the next African American president, he will be the 11.  And please share this with your family.  Not the first.  Joseph Jenkins Roberts was the first African American president on this planet.  And he was preceded by nine others, Stephen Allen Benson -- three of them were from right down the road in Maryland.  Stephen Allen Benson, the second president of Liberia, was from the Eastern Shore of Maryland, was first a supreme court justice in Liberia -- because as you heard from the other presentations, they duplicated our system.  They were Americans.  They went over there, and they duplicated the system, the executive branch, the congress.  So our first congressmen were in Liberia.  We heard from Congressman Jackson today.  Our first congressional reps were in Liberia.  Our first supreme court justices were in Liberia.  Our first presidents were in Liberia.  I can go on and on and on.  Our first lawyer -- Macon Allen, 1847, in America.  But we had lawyers in Liberia before that.  I mean, on and on.  

So our political consciousness was formed in Liberia.  Our educational awareness was formed in Liberia because -- let’s get back to Roberts, president of a nation, founding father, also general, the Liberian militia, a general.  He led several campaigns while he was in -- so, you know, I grew up learning about George Washington and Abraham Lincoln -- every bit the equal to George Washington, this founding father.  Military commander, businessman.  What else?  College professor.  Liberia College, now the University of Liberia was founded, of course, by Americans and African Americans.  Joseph Jenkins Roberts, after he left his first -- he served a number of terms -- after he left the presidency in 1856, Joseph Jenkins Roberts was appointed -- well, he was actually appointed in 1852 -- president of Liberia College.  And when the college opened in 1862, he was not only president, but also a law professor.  He taught international jurisprudence at Liberia College.  I’m going through all his records.  

So Liberia College, by the way, when you hear it, you’re going to hear it today for the first time, should be a part of United Negro College Fund.  It is the first international HBCU in the world, Liberia College.  When we talk about Lincoln and Howard, we have to talk about Liberia College.  It needs to come under that umbrella, founded by African Americans with the help of Harvard and Yale University.  But it is probably -- it’s one of the oldest African American colleges and African colleges in the world.  Its staff: Joseph Jenkins Roberts, president and professor; Alexander Crummell, African American, went to Liberia and joined that faculty, Liberia College.  

Remember at this time, 1860, there’s only a couple American colleges.  The first one, Avery College -- as most people don’t know, Avery College in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania.  The first black President of a college was Martin H. Freeman, Martin H. Freeman was president of Avery College.  He left Avery College -- he was born free as well -- and went to Liberia and joined Roberts on his staff.  So you had Joseph Jenkins Roberts, founding father of Liberia.  You had Edward Blyden.  You had Alexander Crummell and Martin H. Freeman.  And I tell you, every day I sit down intellectually and have discussions with all these guys.  I mean, when you look at their letters, and I mean their correspondence, they are equal to any professor that we have in any university.  And believe me, I have over five degrees, and I’ve never had a professor as sharp as Joseph Jenkins Roberts, Alexander -- Edward Blyden.  

And they go back and forth in the literature.  “Okay.  How do we integrate ourselves into this African continent?  Okay.  How do we establish relationships with the native population?  How do we deal with Frederick Douglass who says that we’ve sold out by leaving America?”  I mean, on and on and on.  So Roberts and Douglas, in history, went back and forth.  I mean, Roberts would always come over here and say, “This is why we’re building Liberia.”  And then Douglas would say, “Well, we really need you here.”

And in a way, Liberians, I am jealous of you.  As I read about this man, Joseph Jenkins Roberts, he was a major asset that we lost from this nation.  He could have been a significant factor here in America.  But you got him.  And I’m glad of that fact.  But Joseph Jenkins Roberts was an amazing man.  And I am frustrated to this day that not only myself, but most Americans -- and when I took President Jimmy Carter and Rosalynn Carter through my exhibit, international exhibit that is now -- part of it’s in Hilton Head right now.  But they hosted it.  He said, “David, these presidents, you mean they were runaway slaves from America?”  And I said, “Mr. President, eight of the founding fathers of Liberia had never been enslaved.  They were free Americans that made a choice to immigrate to Liberia to build a country.”  

Why?  “We the people of the Republic of Liberia were originally inhabitants of the United States of North America.”  This is their words from their constitution, their declaration of independence.  “In some parts of that country, we were debarred by laws from all rights and privileges of men.  In other parts, public sentiment more powerful than law frowned us down.  We were excluded from all participation in the government.  We were taxed without our consent.  We were compelled to contribute to the resources of a country which gives us no protection.”  Liberian declaration of independence.  So they told us in these documents.  

So somebody had mentioned earlier that there was a negative tone in the declaration of independence of Liberia.  Yes, because they had to vent their frustration, why they chose to go there, why they wanted their families to be raised in a free society.  It’s all in the declaration of independence, in the constitution, which copies are here in the Library of Congress.  And I want to thank the Library of Congress.  You’ve been very helpful in helping me establish the exhibit.  The Jimmy Carter Presidential Center worked with you as we set up that national exhibit.  And I hope to one day bring it here to the Library of Congress.  But I know I’m running out of time.  

But Joseph Jenkins Roberts, Stephen Allen Benson -- one other fact, and we’ll get to the question and answer session.

One of the presidents, Alfred Francis Russell -- there were two that were born enslaved in America.  They were released from slavery to go to Liberia: Alfred Francis Russell and William David Coleman.  Alfred Francis Russell was raised in Fayette County, Ky..  Who else is from Fayette County, Ky., in history?  For my students -- I have any students here, or recent graduates?  Okay.  Lincoln.  Lincoln.  Mary Todd Lincoln.  Fayette County.  Who do you think is Alfred Francis Russell’s cousin?  Mary Todd Lincoln is Alfred Francis Russell’s third cousin.  So Mary Todd Lincoln had two presidents -- and Americans don’t know this -- two presidents in her family, Abraham Lincoln and her third cousin Alfred Francis Russell, Rev. Alfred Francis Russell, president of Liberia, within about 15 to 20 years of each other.  There is so much history, so many connections.  

One other point, our third African American college graduate in America, Edward Jones from South Carolina, then followed by John Russwurm, originally from Jamaica then from New England -- John Russwurm became a governor of the Maryland colony in Liberia.  Edward Jones -- and both of these gentlemen worked on the first black newspaper, founded by Samuel Cornish.  John Russwurm, Edward Jones worked on the first black newspaper in America.  They immigrated to Africa.  Edward Jones decided to go to Sierra Leone, that first colony, John Russwurm to Liberia, and became a governor and died in office as a governor of the Maryland colony.  Again, there are so many connections.  

What I’m finding from this research, we are all Liberians, whether you are a white American or a black American, because there were so many whites, as doctors and initial leaders, who died in Liberia.  They sacrificed everything to go to Liberia, and they died there because they could not take the weather and the disease there.  So white and black Americans helped to form the nation of Liberia.  Was it all good?  No.  I always tell people there’s the good, there’s the bad, and there’s the ugly.  Okay?  Did we take some bad habits from America with us to back to Africa?  Yes.  Did we try to dominate to some degree?  Yes.  Could it have been worked out in a smoother fashion?  Yes.  Could we have listened to the native population?  Yes.  We didn’t bring some of the chiefs into Monrovia for years to consult with.  Okay.  So there was some good, there was some bad, there was some ugly.

But I want to leave with you these words, that the best and the brightest from the African American race went to West Africa, to Sierra Leone and to Liberia.  Edward Jones graduated from Amherst, 1826, same year as John Russwurm.  What did he do?  Edward Jones?  We do not know him.  What did he do?  Edward Jones.  We know he worked on the first black newspaper.  First college graduate, left Charleston, his father was Jehu Jones, who was the first black hotel owner in the United States, in Charleston, the Jones Hotel.  His sister was the first female African American to own a hotel because she inherited the hotel.  His brother, Jehu Jones Jr., founded the Black Lutheran Church in America.  Edward Jones, this college graduate.  They got so frustrated.  There was no opportunities in America.  College-educated men working on this newspaper, they decide to go to Africa.  Edward Jones was a founder of Fourah Bay College.  He became a college president and college professor in Sierra Leone for years, for years, and was the teacher of Samuel Crowther, Bishop Crowther, one of the first ordained bishops on the African continent.  So the roots go not just to Liberia but Sierra Leone, back to Canada, United States, and I can go on and on and on.  

But you can see where the passion is.  There is so much that we as Americans, white and black Americans, have to learn about the nation of Liberia.  We are so entwined with it.  Liberia is part of our soul.  We cannot take a breath -- should not be able to take a breath without thinking about Liberia.  So as long as Liberia is suffering, we, especially as African Americans, should be suffering.

[applause]

We should not be able to think about anything until we help Liberians to get back.  That first republic, only the second constitutional democracy in the world, Liberia.  Liberia.  The lone star nation.  Yes --

Carl Patrick Burrowes:

Dr. Smith that was fascinating.

David Smith Jr.:

Thank you.

[applause]

Carl Patrick Burrowes:

I look forward to the question and answer period, when I’m sure you have questions for all of our panelists.  Our next panelist, Art Collins -- if you follow Democratic politics at all or you follow activities of the Congressional Black Caucus, you probably have encountered his work, although not necessarily his name, because he has worked oftentimes behind the scenes.  

Art Collins is president and chief executive officer of Public-Private Partnerships Incorporated, an independent strategic planning and political consulting firm.  He served as a member of the Board of Directors and as treasurer of the Congressional Black Caucus Political Action Committee and the CBC Political Education and Leadership Institute.  He also served as a member of the Democratic National Committee’s Democratic Business Council during the tenure of the late DNC chairman, Ron Brown.  More recently, Mr. Collins served as senior adviser to the Democratic presidential nominee Sen. John Kerry in his 2004 bid for president of the United States.  

After ending a tenure at IBM corporation, Mr. Collins initially served within the public sector as a policy-level manager and deputy receiver within the Florida Department of Insurance.  He administered a financial and operational rehabilitation and liquidation program for insurance companies and other regulated financial institutions.  He next served as Legislative Affairs director for the department, and as the insurance commissioner’s representative on the Florida Seed Capital Board and the health maintenance organization Statewide Subscriber Assistance Panel.  He was next appointed by the speaker of the Florida House of Representatives to the position of staff director of the Office of Black Affairs.  Mr. Collins received his B.S. degree in accounting from the School of Business and Industry at Florida A & M University, and studied law at the University of Miami School of Law, and abroad at the University of Montpellier in Montpellier, France.  Please join me in welcoming Art Collins.

[applause]

Art Collins:  

Good morning.  

Audience:  

Good morning.

Art Collins:

We can do better than that.  Good morning. 

Audience: 

Good morning.

Art Collins:

I had to get up, so you got to get up [laughs].  Thank you.  I really do appreciate the invitation by and from Ambassador Minor.  When Ambassador Minor calls, you answer the call.  He did not tell me that I would be enveloped by such great minds: doctor, doctor, doctor.  That wasn’t fair.  But it is welcomed.  When I had the honor of serving as chairman of the Board of Florida A & M University, I came across a number of wonderful academicians and historians, one of which who taught me as a student, Dr. Larry Rivers, who is an accomplished author.  Some of you may know his name, many of his books written about African American history.  

And today, we find that this history is very, very rich.  The three panelists and the moderator who have preceded me have talked considerably about that history.  And I will not pretend to have a deep understanding of Liberian history.  As a matter of fact, my first trip to the African continent was just this April, to Liberia.  And I was not here earlier, but I believe there were some comments and discussions about that trip, where I had the opportunity to sit across from the Ambassador for, was it eight hours or so, to talk about the education and to begin my education with respect to the Republic of Liberia.  

As you all know, this trip was facilitated by Mr. Robert Johnson who, several months before, had asked me to participate in one of several legs of commitments that he had made to President Sirleaf, one of which was to take a delegation to the country and to develop an understanding and an ongoing relationship that would be a vehicle for support for the country in very political ways.  And he asked me to facilitate, on an ongoing basis, the development of an advocacy organization on behalf of the country.  And I want to talk a little bit about that.

I know our subject matter this morning is U.S.-Liberian historical links.  But I want to talk a little bit about linking African Americans and Liberians today.  How do we go forward with respect to ensuring that Liberia is a priority in the eyes of the Congress and the White House, and not an afterthought?

You know, I was very inspired by the enthusiasm of Dr. David Smith.  They almost had to drag him from the podium. 

[laughter]

He could have been here all morning telling us about the deep, rich history of Liberia, expounding on those who came from America and sacrificed to make the country what it is today, and who have set the foundation for what it can be.  So I want to call what I’m going to be working on the “Dr. David Smith syndrome.”

[laughter]

How do you hear about Liberia and immediately become touched. Touched in a way where you want to be part of its future. Touched in a way where you want to make a difference with respect to the development of all of its resources, starting with its people?  One of the things we had the opportunity to do when we traveled to Liberia is to go beyond Monrovia into the countryside along roads that, I have to tell you, by the time we returned, I had to see my chiropractor, my masseuse

[laughter]

and take several prescribed and over-the-counter , and over the counter drugs to get right, because of the unfortunate nature of the aftermath of the wars.  

But the beautiful thing about that time in the countryside is, we stopped several places along the road and met with the chiefs, and more importantly, we had the opportunity to interact and talk with and visit with the children.  And as your professor said to you a little bit of history about Liberia, you were inspired, as I looked in the eyes of the children, and being a parent myself, I became inspired.  Because you always know, when you look in the eyes of children, you can see tomorrow.  You can see a future.  You can see hope.  You can see prosperity.  And just a little bit of care and attention and opportunity provides the ability for people to become presidents, to become nation builders.  

And so what we want to do with respect to this advocacy effort is to formalize the process, like any government, like any major corporation, like any person of high net worth would formulate to ensure that their priorities became the priorities of the American government.  For almost the last 20 years, I’ve had the opportunity, through the firm I founded, to represent a number of governments and nonprofit organizations and major corporations and high net worth individuals who wanted to ensure that their goals were achieved in the appropriations process and policy development within the Congress, that they got the attention of American presidents, they got the attention of governors and legislatures.  And we need to do that on behalf of the Republic of Liberia.  

I know, and I’m learning, that there are a number of organizations in this country today that have formulated for the benefit of communication and contact and the betterment of the Republic of Liberia.  And part of this process that we are still brainstorming -- we’re very early, it’s very much in its infancy -- that we are talking about is, how do you bring those organizations together, not only to relate to the experience and the history of the country, but as a powerful force on behalf of the country here in America before the Congress and the White House?

One of the things that Bob Johnson talked about is, what we need to do is to create a process where African Americans feel about Liberia the same way that Jewish Americans feel about Jerusalem.  That’s a tall order.  It’s a very tall task.  And it goes beyond an emotional or moral commitment.  It really takes a financial commitment.  You know, we all are very sensitized nowadays to the process and the art of lobbying and some -- you know, you talked about the good and the bad and the ugly.  And in our profession, we have that also.  But there’s a lot of good.  There is no reason to be ashamed of organizing and advocating on behalf of what one believes in, whether it be children, whether it be civil rights, or whether it be the benefits for the Republic of Liberia.  

So part of what we’ll also be talking about is, how do we communicate a message and continue to communicate that message in an effective way where African Americans, at a mass level, begin to see the history that you all are aware of?  How do they -- how do we do that in a way where the David Smith syndrome takes hold, and they want to know where they can go to the Internet and sign up so they can be part of a letter-writing campaign, or they want to know how they can sign up to be part of a fly-in from people coming in from around the country on the Liberian day to lobby members of Congress?  And equally, if not more importantly, they want to know where they can contribute to an organization that may be in the form of a political action committee that actually provides dollars to members of Congress and presidential candidates and gets their attention in such a way that when they take office, they recognize and realize that the issues of Liberia are priorities to them as they are to the Rev. [Jesse Jackson Sr.] -- not the Rev. [Jesse Jackson Sr.] -- but the son of the Rev. [Jesse Jackson Sr.], the Congressman Jesse Jackson from Illinois, who spoke so passionately earlier.

So we’re going to work with President Sirleaf as we continue the discussion that we had in Liberia.  She talked about a number of things that we’ve already started work on that she is very interested in, that the ambassador is very familiar with, one of which is the location of the U.S. military command in Africa.  Can you imagine the command being located in Liberia, the troops, the jobs, the development of the airport and the roads to move those troops around, the intelligence community’s investment, the ability of contractors both in Liberia and abroad to participate in that development process?  This is something of great desire to the president.  She’s written an op-ed that I believe appeared in the “Washington Post” to that respect.  It’s a daunting task to make that happen, but work continues.

She also talked to us about, to drive an economy you have to have flights into Monrovia.  And so there’s an effort underway in that regard to get the attention of a couple of major airlines to see if there may be a way over time to establish, if not direct, indirect flights into Monrovia, to facilitate travel for economic and other purposes.  We also talked about the creation -- and this is part of trying to get African Americans involved in the process.  We talked about the development of a women’s advisory organization, prominent African American women from throughout the country who could serve as a listening and sounding board as well as an organization of ideas that can be shared with President Sirleaf.  And you should know that that is well underway.  And that is being worked through the offices of Bob Johnson.  

Whitney Schneidman to my left was on that trip.  And he is a big part of what we are doing with all of these efforts that I am referring to.  There are also a number of Appropriations matters that we discussed that we are in consultation and communication with the Congress on, on a volunteer basis, to support the priorities of Liberia.  As you all know, Secretary Rodney Slater will be here this afternoon.  He was also part of our delegation, the U.S. Secretary of Transportation in the Clinton administration, who has found -- I think he’s been bitten by the bug also, and is very, very committed to supporting the efforts to develop Liberia, particularly from a transportation perspective.

It’s unfortunate that part of the history of not only Liberia but the African nations in general is that this advocacy process, this lobbying process, this financial process of contributing, is one that is not a deep-rooted sophisticated process on behalf of those countries.  If you took the time to go to the Department of Justice Foreign Agents Registration Web site, where you can go and see biannual reports by country of who represents those countries, how much money has actually been paid to companies and organizations to represent those countries, you’ll see a great disparity between many of the world’s nations and the countries of Africa.  To access the American process in very legitimate ways, you have to have a very focused, organized, well-financed operation to get the attention of those who dole out the dollars and who make the policy.  And so we want to make sure that at least with respect to Liberia that process changes and that we enhance and create an opportunity for the American government to be again -- Liberia being on the forefront of their minds and not an afterthought.  Thank you for your time.

[applause]

Carl Patrick Burrowes:

And so you can see from the presentations so far, Liberia is back.  It’s been a long dry spell, a period of wandering in the wilderness, for many Liberians.  And you greet folks you encountered, and when they found out where you were from, and the war was ensuing, they would divert their eyes or turn to some other subject or talk about how tragic things have become.  But gradually, we’re beginning to see life return.  And I was struck this weekend, at a celebration of Liberia’s independence at the Liberian embassy, at how many had turned out, almost double the number that were there the year before, and the number there the year before had increased over the period before then.  And you can begin to feel that among Liberians there’s a sense of hope, and among the friends of Liberia, a sense of encouragement.  

I’m sure you have some questions for the panelists and let me ask that you, by a show of hand, indicate if you have a question.  Please tell us your name and then the question.

Male Speaker:

[Inaudible].  I’m very much privileged to be [unintelligible] of today, not only that I’m celebrating my country 160 independence, but the vast knowledge of information that has been disseminated here this morning.  I would have missed that, and I think that’s one thing I will carry back when I go to California.  

My question, and I have three questions; each person can answer.  The first question to David, as being part of the media, all we hear from people that the first [unintelligible] president that you name or so many president were white, can you disparity this -- you know disagree with that notion that most of them were white?  I’ve been hearing from people, I say, “I don’t have an answer for that.”  Those settlers who left from here and went to Liberia and became president, were they white, were they African American?  Can you answer that?  

And then also the second question, to the co-host of this program, the Library of Congress, for your eloquent presentation of the vast knowledge of information that are here, and we do not have access to, although you have made it official today, I can come any time.  I wanted to know, is there a way in which that information can also be disseminated to the University of Liberia so -- when I was in Liberia, I never learned most information that you distributed today.  But when I went to UCLA, I learned something about Joseph Jenkins Roberts, the history, the importance.  It’s all in the library at UCLA.  Can you make such information available not only to the high schools and also the University of Liberia so we all can have such information can be valuable to us, not only to us here?  

And lastly, to my brother, can you also -- as a lobbying part of it, can you lobby the educational system of the United States for such information we are getting here today can be taught from elementary to high school?  I sometimes get disappointed when people, African Americans, do not know about Liberia, the important role that we have heard that they played in the independence of Liberia.  I think such information, if we start early from elementary to high school -- I think it would do very much to Liberia.  Thank you very much.

 Carl Patrick Burrowes:

We will start with Ms. Batiste.

[low audio]

 Angel Batiste:

I think the easiest, perhaps the easiest question to answer.  In response to your question, I would like to say that the resources of the Library are available to the public.  We do service an international community of researchers and scholars.  But I’d also like to note that in collaboration with the embassy, the embassy has set up a library for Liberian émigrés.  And in that library, we are trying to copy a lot of the material that is available here in the Library [of Congress].  I’d also like to say on behalf of the Liberian émigré community that I think it’s time to systematically look at the information that’s available in your households -- you hold histories; you hold records of various events in Liberia -- and to look at those materials, collect those material in a systemic way, and rebuild the libraries in Liberia.

[low audio]

I should also mention -- it was just noted; I should also mention that this particular session, we are doing a Webcast of this session.  It will be available on the Library’s African and Middle Eastern Division.  So you are welcome to share that with everyone.

[low audio]

 Angel Batiste:

We will attempt to do that.

[low audio]

Male Speaker:

Sorry.  I wish to indicate that the University of Liberia is now on the Web and already has access to material of the Harvard Library and what we have to make sure now, it can have access to material in the Library of Congress.  But that is already available at University of Liberia at Monrovia.

 David Smith Jr.:

To answer your first question, that is something that has been raised throughout history.  If you have a bit of intelligence, you must be white, especially in the past.  So when you said some of these presidents were white, they were all African American.  Were some of diverse heritage?  Yes.  Most of the African Americans in this country have some diversity within them, including myself.  When I did my heritage, I found Native American, African, some European lines, and so forth.  So there is very few African Americans in this country, even going back to those days, that did not have some diversity.  

But if you had one percent of African American blood, you were black.  Okay?  Obama is black, although we know mother was white.  He’s black.  That came up last night in a debate.  So yes, these were African Americans.  There were two -- there were one, Alfred Francis Russell; his father was white.  He was the slave owner who owned his mother, had the affair, and he was of mixed heritage.  But Joseph Jenkins Roberts, I’ve traced him all the way back to Jamestown.  Mary Roberts had some mixture.  But Joseph Jenkins Roberts, for three or four generations, had black parents.  Okay?  I have heard stories that, “Oh, he was half black.”  No.  He was a black man.  Stephen Allen Benson, black.  James Spriggs Payne, second -- two or three generations before he was born, there was some mixture.  But they were black men.  So if you go back to Edward Jones, Edward Jones, one of our first -- and John Chavis, “Oh, they must have been white because they graduated from college.”  No.  Some of the first colleges in the world were African colleges, going back into the B.C.  So be careful about listening to that.  They were black men.

And I want to make one comment to you, sir: we need black films.  I’m a student of Roman history, Greek history.  I can go into a store and find Caesar and so forth.  But I can’t find anything on Hannibal or on Joseph Jenkins Roberts.  George Washington, we can find -- we can find Abraham Lincoln.  Why don’t we have any films about these nation builders?  Even Frederick Douglass, as much as we talk about him, we’ve learned about -- show me a film about Frederick Douglass.  You can’t.  So my call is to the black film producers in this nation.  We need African and African American films.  Okay.  Please.  That’s my challenge.  And if you can tell Bob Johnson, we need films that we can show this history.

[applause]

Art Collins:

I’ll speak from here, if that’s okay.  So we don’t have to climb over Dr. Burrowes.  I don’t have to tell you that education policy is impacted at all levels of government, but most substantially at the local level with respect to curriculum within grade schools and high schools.  And I think your point is well taken with respect to us trying to find a way to influence the process by which African American history is taught, and specifically with respect to Liberia.  So within the context of our advocacy organization, with communication and messaging, we will definitely take that into consideration.  Thank you.

 Carl Patrick Burrowes:

Next?  Other questions?

Mr. Steve Moody:

I’m Steve Moody.  I am with the National --

Male Speaker:

Oh, I’m sorry.

Mr. Steve Moody:

Oh, I am sorry.  I didn’t realize that you were there.

Male Speaker:

[inaudible] from Liberia. I first of all congratulate the panel for the brilliant presentations they have made.  I think this is a very important step toward building a bridge between the people of Africa and America [inaudible] and white  people in the founding of Liberia.  One thing I would like to say, which we traditionally -- a statement which traditionally we make when we talk about the founders of Liberia we say that they are freed slaves. And I see a contradiction in that, you know, because you cannot be free and you are a slave again.  I mean, for history, we can say such a thing if we are teaching in a class.  But we should not make it a current kind of expression.  So people always look at the repatriates, those who came from here, as freed slaves.  I think that is -- that is not right.  That is not justifiable, because how can you go to jail and come back and say you are a freed prisoner?  And some people are referring to Mandela in South Africa as a freed prisoner.  No.  You are either free, or you are a prisoner.  I think we should not encourage that.  I mean, for our presentation, we look at history, we can say that.  But we should not make it kind of terminology referring to our brothers and sisters who came from here to help found the country.  Thank you very much.  

[low audio]

Mr. Steve Moody:

I’m sorry about that.  I didn’t see him over there.  I’m Steve Moody.  I’m from the National Democratic Institute.  We do democracy buildings -- democracy-building activities actually throughout Liberia.  And I’ve been to Monrovia twice.  I’m also a Virginian, and I went to William and Mary.  And so, your statement about the first African American college graduate from William and Mary was unfortunately very surprising, and news to me.  So I definitely want to read up more on that.

My question for you is, having some familiarity with Joseph Jenkins Roberts and getting a bit of the David – “Dr. David Smith syndrome” with the enthusiasm with his role in history, what has Virginia done to recognize him?  And I’m just trying to think about advocates, especially mayor and former governor Douglas Wilder.  What’s being done in Virginia?  And I guess that’s my question.  Is there an effort to recognize him?  And I would hope that if there isn’t one, you’re brainstorming about one that’s going to happen.  Thanks.

David Smith Jr.:

I’ve had the opportunity to travel to all the hometowns of these American-born Liberian presidents.  Petersburg has done the most.  There is a street named Joseph Jenkins Roberts Street on Pocahontas Island.  There is a monument, a small monument, that was dedicated, I think, in 1976, if I’m not mistaken, in Petersburg.  But to be blunt, not much.  Not only what has Virginia and Petersburg done, what has the United States done to recognize this founding father?  It’s very frustrating, very frustrating when you look at any other population that has founding fathers, and that has presidents -- why aren’t there books and movies about these men and women, our first African American first lady, Jane Roberts, his wife, also from Petersburg, Va.?  I can go on and on.  Some of our best and brightest.  Why?  Nothing.  Very little.  And I don’t know what it is.  

And I was sitting next to this gentleman on the plane from Israel.  I told him, “I envy you because of your history, the way that you have recorded your history.”  To some degree, we have not -- especially, I’m speaking for African Americans -- have not thoroughly recorded our history.  It’s so fragmented: little bits over here, little bits over there.  We have not really pulled it together and articulated that in books.  I’m a big fan of “The Great Books of the Western World,” 54 volume set, 77 goes all the way back, Socrates ant Plato and Aristotle.  I can quote it to you, but I can’t find anything like that.  And that’s why I’m trying to put this “Great Books of the African American World” together.  We’ve got to have a volume set.  We have to have a volume set of DVDs.  I have 500, 600 at home.  Every history movie you can think of, I have.  Whether it’s Lincoln or Washington or Shaka Zulu, whatever, I have it.  But I can’t find anything about these gentlemen that went to Liberia, Sierra Leone, the lawyers, the first Congressmen, these educators.  I can’t find anything on them.  And it’s very, very frustrating.  

So I’m writing a screenplay now on these African American presidents.  And hopefully we can get support to get that out there.  But the only way that you’re going to educate this new generation -- you have to put it on film.  You’re going to have to put it on film.  Some of them read; some don’t.  So audio books, films, that’s how you reach the population in America, whether white population, African American, Asian.  You have to show them a movie with a great actor.  Morgan Freeman looks just like President Gibson.  Garreston Wilmot Gibson and Morgan Freeman are identical twins.  We got to bring somebody like a Morgan Freeman to play this powerful role as a true-life President, leaving Maryland, going across the ocean back to his ancestral home, and rising up to the position of President of a nation.  Can you imagine what that would do to the psyche of a young person in this country?  

And can you imagine why this has not been taught in the 1800 -- I thought about this often.  What would it have been like in the 1800s to tell little Johnny, little Mary, “Did you know that we have African American presidents in the nation of Liberia?”  Could you imagine if that was taught in schools, how they would have been motivated?  And we probably would have had already an African American President of this nation if that would have been taught a hundred years ago.  Joseph Jenkins Roberts took office in 1848, 160 years ago.  And in our school systems, beyond the scholars, we don’t know him.  We have African American studies departments all over this nation and all these universities.  Why we haven’t we seen a number of books on Joseph Jenkins Roberts and Stephen Allen Benson?  These were Americans.  Why not?  I can’t answer that.

Carl Patrick Burrowes:

I’ll take a stab at your question by simply saying that, you know, it’s only been quite recently, when one looks at the writing of history, that the story of African Americans in general has come to be treated in all of its complexity.  Since the 1950s, 1960s, especially, you had an explosion of new interpretations and so on.  Unfortunately for those repatriates from the States, they left.  And so they did not continue to be a part of that conversation.  Those who debated them or argued against their position won the debate by default because they had removed themselves.  But it’s not just, you know, an absence in American history.  

Liberians, too, face the challenge of bringing our history, all of the different strands of that history together in some coherent way.  For a very long time -- for those of you who are not Liberians, you may not know this -- we have told our history piecemeal.  And we are at that point now where we recognize the need for bringing that and integrating those streams together.  As you can see, with someone like Dr. Smith on the case, it won’t be too long from now that we’ll have this re-evaluation.  

Let’s take one or two more questions because we are running out of time.  Yes?  Right there.

Kristine Robinson:

My name is Kristine Robinson.  I go to Washington and Lee University.  And that’s actually where John Chavis graduated from.  It wasn’t William and Mary, so he’s not on the wall.  But I was asking -- I was going to ask you if you ever thought about writing a history that had to do with maybe the sixth black President, because I think the United States has had five presidents that have African blood.  It’s just not readily recognized.  So I guess Leroy Vaughn and you could do a “colabo.”  I’d like to read your book if you would do that.  So --

Carl Patrick Burrowes:

Yes.  I guess this question is for you.

David Smith Jr.:

It’s going to take me.  I’m writing biographies on every one of the ten African American presidents.  It’s going to take me the rest of my life.  I am almost 50 years old now, so it’s going to take me at least 20 years to finish these biographies.  So I’d rather focus on these African Americans who were the founding fathers of Liberia than -- I know I’ve heard that, too, as far as even Lincoln having African American ancestry.  I think he did.  But we know that these were African Americans who were the founding fathers of Liberia.  So it will take me -- I have this one book now and I have a CD.  But it will take me the rest of my life to finish the biographies.  So I’m working on Roberts now.  I have all the research for Benson.  I have binders just full of original letters.  They’re letters.  And as I go through them, it gives me goose bumps as I read it.  I say, “Wow, these were very bright and intelligent men.”  Probably some more bright -- Roberts I haven’t found anybody even today that equaled Roberts in intelligence.

Carl Patrick Burrowes:

Amen.

David Smith Jr.:

I mean, he went around the world and interacted with kings and queens of Europe and so forth.  Why didn’t America recognize Liberia back when it was declared independent?  Because they did not want a black man in Washington representing a government, a black government.  That was the main reason.  Roberts went to the White House in 1862 and had a conversation with Lincoln, along with the Color -- there was a Colored Man’s Committee, some of the prominent citizens of D.C., that -- in this city sat down and said, “Mr. Lincoln, you need to recognize Liberia.  It’s time.”  And he did, although he had ulterior motives because he wanted to set up more colleagues and encourage us to leave this country.  But -- and Paul Cuffe.  You never hear this.  Paul Cuffe sat down with the President.  And in 1816, 1817, he was the first one, really, the first black man to meet with the President and talk about colonization in Africa.  

Carl Patrick Burrowes:

Okay.

David Smith Jr.:

No movie about Paul Cuffe and his visit to the White House.  No movie about Roberts, and I can go on and on, but --

Carl Patrick Burrowes:

I’ll just -- I’d like to echo Dr. Smith’s point.  I mean, if we’re celebrating Liberia’s independence, it’s important to recognize that President Roberts was able to get recognition of Liberia’s independence from Britain and France.  And at that point, we all know from history the rivalry that had existed between those two powers.  It was as if a country had emerged during the Cold War and won recognition from the Soviet Union and the United States at the same time.  Those were the two principal powers, but they were rivals, and to have managed that delicate negotiation is just one of those phenomena of the 19th century that we have not recognized.  

I do want to say, though, that we have to bring this to a close.  And perhaps we will continue our conversation informally.  But it is really very important to recognize what is happening here today.  We may be few in numbers, but we start somewhere with a few, and the message goes out from there to the many.  But something very important has happened.  And for those of who know history, we recognize the significance of it.  

There was a time when there was a lobby for Liberia in the U.S. and there was a presence on the part of Americans in Liberia.  That lobby consisted of churches, of nongovernmental organizations, of businesses that were involved in Liberia during the early days of the country, and of scholars.  And we had a period when people like Dr. Du Bois -- W.E.B. Du Bois was an advocate for Liberia at a time when Booker T. Washington was also.  And they were political rivals.  Marcus Garvey had an involvement with Liberia.  And he and Du Bois were rivals.  

What is important is that we are bringing together the components of history, the humanities, the story with the business connection, the political connections of lobbying -- because it’s difficult to lobby without the passion of a David Smith.  And it is important for David Smith to continue the work, important work, that he is doing while others are pressing in the corridors of policy.  So thank you for your presence.  And hopefully we can continue in the sessions to follow.

[applause]

[end of transcript]

