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Mary Lou Reker:

My name is Mary Lou Reker, and on behalf of the Kluge Center and the Office of Scholarly Programs of the Library of Congress [Library] I want to welcome you to a lecture today by Dr. Max Edelson entitled “Mapping the New Empire: Britain’s General Survey of North America 1763 to 1782.”  Dr. Max Edelson, a Kislak Fellow in American Studies here at the Library, is an associate professor of history at the University of Illinois, Urbana-Champaign.  I stumble over that because in Chicago we say Champaign-Urbana.  I notice on the résumé on the C.V. [curriculum vitae] that it’s the other way around.  He holds a Ph.D. in history from Johns Hopkins University.  Dr. Edelson’s book “Plantation Enterprise in Colonial South Carolina” was published by Harvard University Press in 2006 and won two prestigious awards -- the George C. Rogers Book Award from the South Carolina Historical Society, and the Theodore Saloutos Memorial Award.  Max is a contributor to a number of edited volumes and also has numerous articles published in journals such as the “Journal of Social History,” the “Journal of American History,” the “Journal of Interdisciplinary History” and the “South Carolina Historical Magazine.”  

Having worked to date as an historian looking at the economic, cultural and environmental issues of what we call the Deep South, often, Dr. Edelson has proposed to broaden his investigations by bringing more of the field of geography and of cartography into his study of history.  His goal here has been to become better acquainted with the ways that plantation America understood its own locus in the geography of its own time.  He cites, for example -- I remember this from his proposal -- the way that people in the Carolinas referred to themselves as being part of the West Indies.

Here at the Library, Max has made extraordinarily fine use of the Geography and Maps (sic, Map) Division and its holdings, which are -- as Max has said -- more than even his months here could possibly have taken in.  He has developed an expanding database that currently consists of approximately 400 maps, and that database is growing.  And his further analyses of these maps, he hopes and plans will lead to a second book, which has the working title “Islands and Continents: Geographic Imagination and Identity in British America.”  

And I present to you, Dr. Max Edelson.

[applause]  

Max Edelson:

Thanks very much.  Thanks, Mary Lou.  I guess I should -- there’s a lot people to thank for the opportunities that I’ve had this year.  The first person I’d like to thank is Jay Kislak whose fellowship I currently hold, and who, as many of you know, has made some extraordinarily generous donations to the Library.  If you haven’t yet seen the exhibit “Exploring the Early Americas,” either the real one in this building or the online version -- and I would particularly recommend the Rare Books Room [Rare Book and Special Collections Reading Room] online exhibit of some of the rare books that came from Kislak to the Library.  So not only did I use Kislak resources as the Kislak Fellow, but I’m also a beneficiary of the way he shaped the fellowship.  He shaped this to be a scholarly enterprise that studies things that are often left in between traditional academic disciplines.  So for someone like me who’s also interested in the Caribbean, is interested in how British America meets up with Spanish America, he’s designed a fellowship that allowed me to think about that problem closely as I wrote my application and then as I came here.

The Kluge Center has been a wonderful home for me for this year, and thanks to Carolyn [Brown] and Mary Lou [Reker] and the staff at the Kluge Center.  Also my colleagues, many of whom are here today, who’ve been great lunch companions.  And it’s always been really interesting to shoot the breeze over coffee and then to hear people do their formal presentations.  That has triggered a lot more conversation, which has been really valuable as well.  

My ritual here at the Library has been really fun and rewarding, and I’m kind of like a kid in a candy store with all these maps and all these documents.  For most of the year what I’ve done is I’ve spent my mornings in the [Geography and] Map [Reading] Room looking through the collections, just kind of absorbing as many maps as I could and trying to figure out how to analyze them.  In the afternoons, I’d often go upstairs in the Madison Building to the Manuscripts [sic, Manuscript Reading] Room, and I’d read letters from the various cartographers whose maps I’d studied in the morning.  It’s a great pleasure for me to focus on one piece of my larger research and really make use of a lot of the maps that I viewed and a lot of the documents that I viewed as well.  

The staff of the map room [Geography and Map Division] has been extraordinarily helpful to me, not only Dr. John Hébert and Pam Van Ee, but Mike Klein and Ed Redmond who are here today as well have been extremely valuable.  I have to say a special thanks to Mike because I knew a lot about the Southern District of the General Survey and the surveyor, William De Brahm, who I’m going to talk about today.  Then it sort of occurred to me, well, if there’s a Southern District, there must be a Northern District, right?  I’d never heard about.  In about five minutes, pulling about 20 books off the shelves, Mike had identified Samuel Holland as the surveyor general for the Northern District and that really has led this interest that I’ve spent many months focusing on.

As Mary Lou mentioned, this is one piece of a larger project I have in mind.  The title has changed a little bit, but the idea, I think, is pretty simple although the execution is going to be difficult.  I’d like to write a book that reimagines colonial British America from a geographic perspective and ask new questions, use new tools that will illuminate things we think we know about in new ways, from Jamestown to the U.S. Constitution, key events in U.S. history and early American history have had this geographic dimension that I think are really under explored.  So part of what I’ve been doing here this year is sort of thinking about how to renarrate early American history from this geographic perspective.  

The biggest insight, from whatever insights I have to offer on this about early American history, is that none of the cultural events or the ideological events that we normally study when we study early American history, none of those took place in a vacuum.  Early America was never an empty stage; it was always a place that was shaped, especially by its material world.  Part of that material world was the physical geography of early America and the ideas about geography, the emerging geographic knowledge that cartographers, natural historians, and many other people contributed to fill in a picture of early America.  So I don’t have time to talk about all the really interesting lines of inquiry I’ve just started doing with this project, but I’d like to focus in on one of them today, one especially rich geographic moment in early American history.

In 1754, at the beginning of what would be called in America the French and Indian War and would lead to the Seven Years’ War, a global war for empire, British America was a collection of tropical islands and a band of continental settlements that was confined to the Eastern Seaboard.  In 1763, at the end of this war at the Treaty of Paris, the geography of the British Empire [Empire] changed, really, dramatically.  British military victories at the end of the Seven Years’ War led to huge territorial gains in North America and the Caribbean, largely at the expense of France and Spain.  After the Treaty of Paris, British America extended to the south to encompass Florida, both the peninsula and the Gulf Coast almost to the Mississippi River.  It reached to the north to take over unquestioned possession of Nova Scotia, Labrador, Quebec, all of what was once French Canada.  

The great geographic question that triggered this war for empire in North America was about the interior boundary of British North America.  For all intents and purposes, this boundary had been the Appalachian Mountains but the war -- after the war was decided in 1763 -- British claims then extended well beyond these mountains to the banks of the Mississippi River.  

In the Caribbean, British naval victories meant that a long-contested chain of islands often called the Windward Islands -- Dominica, Tobaga  [sic] Tobago, Grenada, St. Vincent -- these would extend Britain’s dominance in the Caribbean and extend the value and extended its sugar industry.  It would also extend plantation slavery into new places.  So this is a period that’s enormously rich if you want to study geographic history, because the Empire changed dramatically, it enlarged dramatically.  

It’s always nice to have sort of a roadmap to these momentous changes.  And I found one such document that helps us make sense of them in the Manuscripts [Manuscript] Division, in the records of the public records office that were transcribed in the early 20th century and brought back to the Library of Congress.  A few months after the ink had dried on the Treaty of Paris, the Privy Council, which was sort of the cabinet of the king, wrote a letter to the Board of Trade [Board]-- the official title is the Lords’ Commissioners of Trade and Plantations -- this is the committee in charge of all Britain’s overseas colonies.  It ordered the board to come up with a plan for the new empire.  Seems to be sort of putting the cart before the horse that you fight this war, you spend all these millions of pounds and thousands of lives to get this new empire without a really clear strategic or economic plan for how it’s going to be developed afterwards.  But this is the document in which the essential plan for this new empire was laid out.  Before I talk about the General Survey [Survey], which comes out of this plan, trying to make sense of the geography of this new empire, I think it’s important to understand the context in which the General Survey was created and the main goals that are in this document and relate to this plan.

The Board had an open hand in determining the priorities for the new empire, in figuring out settlements schemes, building new cities, building new fortifications, they really had an opportunity to reimagine what the British Empire would become.  In about a month’s time, they came up with sort of a working document after canvassing opinion from their governors and from people interested in early American matters.  If we want to find a place where America really begins there’s a lot of places we could go, but I would say this is one of them.  This is a moment in which the British Empire was reimagined and some of the things that defined the development of the early United States were set in place at this moment as well.  

I guess for some people it might be surprising that by far the most important priority in this plan for Empire was securing the Gulf of St. Lawrence [Gulf].  There was a clear economic reason why the British were interested in having control of the Gulf of St. Lawrence, and one was that it had a major economic industry, the fishery.  The banks off the coast of Canada were some of the richest fishing grounds in the world, and the French largely controlled those fishing grounds.  Technically, after the Treaty of Utrecht in 1713, Britain and France were supposed to share these fishing grounds, but because France had established sort of a large-scale settlement in Acadia, which became Nova Scotia, and also dominated some of the larger islands in the Gulf, this was never really a place where British fishermen felt they could compete on an even par with the French fishermen.  So one of the clear advantages of taking over French America was having access to the fishery -- a strategic commodity that could produce a lot of wealth for the Empire.

These huge forests in Maine and Nova Scotia and elsewhere in this region were also of great interest to the Board of Trade.  In particular, not only lumber that could be made out of the trees in these forests, but the particular abundance of one kind of tree -- tall white pines, which, if you found a large, straight one, could be turned into masts for British vessels.  One of the reasons, perhaps the only reason why Britain was able to pull out a huge victory at the end of the French and Indian War was because its naval dominance gave it control over waterways, control of the seas and, eventually, control over the St. Lawrence and the Gulf of St. Lawrence.  Part of this was because Britain had secured strategic resources for its navy and its merchant marine.  One of these resources was tall pines.  And so his may seem like a small point, that large pine trees were driving this imperial mission, but one of the main objects of the new empire was to secure Britain the strategic resources it needed.  Britain was an island that was largely cut down; it was largely denuded of trees.  For a long time Baltic trees had been the source for the British navy.  Here was a rich source of American trees that the British could control.  

But perhaps the main thing making this the number one priority for empire was the fact that the Gulf of St. Lawrence had really been at the center of the military complex between France and Britain during and before the Seven Years’ War.  The major fortress that the French had constructed to defend French America in Louisbourg was the object of British military attacks in the Seven Years’ War and before.  The British had established a headquarters for their naval operations at Halifax, Nova Scotia, off the coast of St. Lawrence.  So some of the most exciting battles that were fought during the Seven Years’ War were to determine who would control -- have naval supremacy in the Gulf.  As you can see and was written about extensively by the Board, if you control the Gulf of St. Lawrence, you control access to the St. Lawrence River and you control access to the interior of North America.  So for these reasons, understanding Nova Scotia, understanding the islands in the Gulf, understanding all the waterways and bays and places of this area was the number one priority.

The Gulf of St. Lawrence, in my view before I’d started this project, was really sort of a hazy area of America that I never really studied seriously.  One of the goals I have for you today coming out of this talk is to, when you see the map of America, you just don’t see the map, the boundaries of the present United States, but actually incorporate some of these areas as well into your understanding of how early America worked geographically, because it was very much on the minds of those who ran early America.  

The second priority was the development of Florida, and these two priorities were really the guide to what the maps of the General Survey produced.  Spain entered the war as well on the side of France and British victories over the Spanish, especially the occupation of Havana, Cuba, allowed the British to demand huge sessions from the Spanish treaty talks.  The Spanish had occupied Florida for 200 years before 1763.  They had mostly occupied it by securing St. Augustine, Fla., as a sort of fortified port and fortified base of operations.  After 200 years of having a key presence on the North American continent, at least the eastern part of it, Spain ceded Florida to Britain.  This transfer of territory was sort of a, I would say, quiet geographic revolution.  It ceded control over the Straits of Florida -- the passageway from the Caribbean out to the Atlantic Ocean -- to Britain.  In many senses, this was already a fait accompli.  Britain naval dominance by the end of the Seven Years’ War was so great that Spain really couldn’t expect to challenge Britain in naval terms.  But it also gave Britain unbroken, unchallenged territorial domination from the tip of the Florida peninsula all the way up the Labrador coast, so the entirety of the eastern North American continent with Florida added into the mix was now part of the British Empire.  

The French had also competed with the British for the Indian trade, the trade in furs and deerskins and other commodities, for a time, slaves.  This always gave Native Americans a good advantage, a system by which they could play off one imperial power against the other.  This new victory and this British dominance also gave British merchants a chance to monopolize this Indian trade for themselves, and British commanders a chance to really do what they wanted in the North American interior.  So part of the story is a coastal story, an Atlantic story, about how the coastline was commanded and mapped.  Part of it’s also an interior story about how emerging British-Indian relations shaped the interior.  It’s not something I’ll have a chance to talk about today, but it’s a key part of the story as well.  

The Board of Trade, I think, made an interesting comment in this document to sort of put their stamp on a vision for early America.  One of the great advantages of the enlarged Empire according to the Board was that it made possible, quote, “the secure settling of the whole coast of North America from the mouth of the Mississippi to the boundaries of the Hudson’s Bay settlement, with the whole variety of produce which is capable of being raised in that immense tract of seacoast.”  I think that actually says a lot more than it appears to say on first glance about this vision for the new Empire.  If we were to look at the extent of British America before the Seven Years’ War, it’s really confined to the seacoast here.  The additions that the Seven Years’ War allows are an enormous expansion of coastal territories, so this entire coast here becomes a British sphere of influence.  Then if we imagine East Florida, as it’s called, the Florida peninsula and over to West Florida, this whole coast is now an area of British influence.  I guess we should also mention that in the Caribbean, the Windward Islands, which had long-been sort of a contested resource, were added to the British Empire as well.  So it’s a really vast addition of territory to the British Empire.  

I think the important thing to remember about this idea that the great advantage of this new British Empire was to have this enormous coastal space for development was that there was a positive and negative side to that idea.  The positive side was that all this new territory could be developed; there would be unique ecological and environmental conditions that would allow the production of different kinds of commodities: in the Caribbean, it would be probably sugar and other tropical dyes; in Florida it might be a mixture of rice and indigo which was already grown in South Carolina and Georgia and, perhaps, sugar and other West Indian commodities; in the North it might be timber resources and fish, but all this was a positive benefit of this new empire.  

But there’s also a negative rule as well that was laid down with this principle.  The settling of the whole coast also was supposed to be a barrier to future settlement.  It was not only the opportunity to settle the whole coast but the idea that only the coast would be settled as well.  One of the things that happened alongside the General Survey and this new plan for empire was called the Proclamation Act.  This attempted to establish a boundary line between settled places in the British Empire and the lands of Native Americas in the interior.  So there was a sort of two-pronged strategic goal for the Empire.  One was to develop all these new spaces, but only those on the coast.  The other was to limit settlement so that the Empire would be more contained and more productive and would not lead to more wars in the interior like the one that had just been fought in the Seven Years’ War.  

The last objective was not the least important but it was the most obvious, that the new islands in the West Indies, the Windward Islands, would be settled and sold off and turned into slave plantations growing sugar.  The reason this was sort of a low priority for the Board of Trade was because there was really no new knowledge that needed to be generated to make it possible.  Everyone knew exactly what was going to happen with these new islands in the West Indies, or at least what the British wanted to have happen.  The Windward Islands are this chain of islands below Guadeloupe leading to the South American coast.  Here’s a detail of that view.  So Britain, which already had active plantation economies in Barbados, Jamaica, and the Leeward Islands, now received these red-colored islands on this map, Dominica, St. Vincent and the small islands called the Grenadines, Grenada, and Tobago.  So, it’s interesting that there was not great cartographic survey project initiated to figure out what these islands were.  People already pretty much knew the geography of this part of the Caribbean, and there was no elaborate scheme to develop them.  In fact, the islands were sold off to the highest bidder at auction, and were intended to expand and enlarge the sugar economy of Great Britain.  

So that left the General Survey as really a continental enterprise.  The project of the General Survey of North America was to make sense and to generate knowledge about these new areas of the Empire.  In a Board of Trade’s letter to the king in 1763, they had mentioned that there was “…no certain information we could wish either with regard to the coast, harbors and rivers with regard of Florida.  Instructions should be given for surveying with all possible accuracy as well as the sea coast and places fit for harbors as the internal country and the rivers.”  That statement in this report to the king is really the genesis of the General Survey of North America.  

The General Survey received an annual budget of about two thousand pounds sterling for the year for the 20 or so years it was in effect.  It’s a large amount of money to spend on this project.  The continental North America was divided into two sections, divided at the Potomac River, a Northern District and a Southern District, a surveyor general was appointed for each district, and each surveyor general was given access to a naval vessel and a small squad of soldiers and assistant surveyors with the latest scientific equipment who would conduct surveys of these new areas of the empire.  To make good on its two top priorities, the Gulf of St. Lawrence and the new Florida provinces, the instructions to the surveyors were to focus on those areas first.  Because the survey ended at the time of the Revolutionary War, that’s really all the General Survey did, but the vision was much larger.  Once these surveyors were done with the Gulf of St. Lawrence and Florida, they were to move on to the rest of British America to create a vast, new map of empire.

In the Northern District, the surveyor general appointed was a man named Samuel Holland.  Samuel Holland was a cartographer, an engineer born in the Netherlands, who served the British army during the Seven Years’ War.  He prepared charts of the Gulf of St. Lawrence in preparation for  the British attacks on Quebec and other places.  He was promoted to a captain, and he participated in the Siege of Quebec during the war.  Like the other surveyors I’m going to be talking about today, all of them begin in this military-engineering tradition.  Many of them in addition to mapping out places actually design and oversee the construction of forts as well.  After the war, Holland was appointed as a surveyor general for the Northern District, and his first order of business was to survey the islands of the Gulf of St. Lawrence, one of the least understood areas of this new northern wing of the Empire.  There were several islands that drew some attention.  Two of the islands are worth mentioning because they were the only little bits left of France after the peace of 1763.  

Saint Pierre and Miquelon were these little islands off the coast of Newfoundland, and they were given to the French, or the French were allowed to keep them, because the French were still permitted to use the fishing grounds off the coast of Newfoundland but they needed a place to dry and preserve their fish.  So in the treaty, these two little islands were all that was left of France of their once vast American empire.  One of the things the Board had commented on was whether these would pose a strategic threat to the British Empire on its new scale.  It was concluded that these would not pose a threat, and people even doubted that the French would end up using them at all.  

One of the things that had been driving the debates over the Seven Years’ War was which model for empire, the French or the British, would become the dominant one in terms of this contest for America.  The French model for empire was a model of low-population settlements but vast commercial connections across rivers secured by a few strategic forts.  The British model tended to be enormous settler populations spread out over a large area concentrated in eastern North America.  One of the things that the Board said about Saint Pierre and Miquelon was that the French had no settlers nearby; they had no one to grow food.  There was no chance that they could turn this little beachhead of occupation into a real strategic threat to mount campaigns against the British.  Really, because the British won the Seven Years’ War, the British vision of empire was one that was put into place.  

Samuel Holland and his assistant surveyors spent most of their time working on the main coast and looking at the larger islands in the Gulf, Ile Royale which was renamed Cape Breton Island by the British, and St. John’s Island.  This map that Samuel Holland made of the island of St. John makes clear that this new British mode of settlement, settlement through occupation by settler population, was going to guide this process from the beginning.  Not only did he figure out the coastline and the geographic features of the island of St. John, but he also created a township system by which land could be sold and by which a government could be regulated.  Here you see all the large land grants that were offered in the island of St. John, some of the chief landowners who had claimed them.  So this is, in many ways, a symbol for the new British Empire.  It’s going to be rationally planned from the top down, organized by the British government to encourage extensive settlement by new settlers coming into the islands in the Gulf.  Once settlers had settled these larger islands like Cape Breton and St. John, the British felt that their hold on this area wouldn’t just be something that would last until the next war, but could be secured by having these large settler populations.  This concern about settler populations is also the key political and economic fact that drove the depopulation of Acadia, an area of large-scale French settlement.  During the Seven Years’ War, as many of you know, Acadians were rounded up and deported; it’s really the first act of large scale ethnic cleansing in the modern world, and this is exactly an extension of this concern.  The British wanted to make sure that French Canada, which still had many French inhabitants, was isolated from the rest of this empire to some degree, and that the new places that were settled would become truly British and wouldn’t be outposts of French settlements.  

The other main project that the Northern Survey had was to try to make sense of the maddeningly complex coastline of Maine and Nova Scotia and other maritime areas in this zone.  And so looking at the manuscript maps in the Geography and Maps Division this year, I think one of the things to convey is how complex this geography is and how the first order of business for the surveying expedition was to try to make sense of it and put it down on paper.  So this is one of the preliminary sketches of the Maine coast.  Those of you who’ve been on vacation, maybe in Bar Harbor, will recognize that this is Mount Desert Island -- I’ll be coming back to images of Mount Desert Island later in the presentation -- and what it shows I think is the Atlantic orientation of the survey.  How really what the survey was meant to do was to make sense of the new coast of North America’s connection with the Atlantic world and look at the interior, it’s just a big blank.  The survey may have been intended, years later, to fill in that blank with more topographic detail but for the time being the Survey was meant to secure the coast.  That meant understanding all these little bays, all these little coves, all these areas where the rivers went into the mainland and that was the first.  There are many huge sketches down in Geography and Maps [the Geography and Map Division] that basically show the ragged Maine coastline and how complex it was through these sketches.  When we go into detail on some of the more finished sketches for the Northern Survey, some of the rationale behind this mapping project becomes even more clear.  

One of the things that the Board of Trade instructed surveyors to do was to map out a huge map of all the territories they surveyed at two inches to the mile and this crops up again and again.  One of the things I’m toying with as an idea is that two inches to the mile was a good scale for creating a master map of the Empire.  I think the ultimate goal of the Survey was to create this huge archive of maps back in London of every square foot of the British Empire at this level of two inches to the mile.  This was a kind of detail that would allow a whole generation of maps to be made that would be mutually consistent with one another, and that could show not only broad geographic features but extremely detailed ones as well.  If you look closely at this image, you’ll see not only the soundings that were taken along the coast to aid in navigation but also roadways, and even actual settlements that were close to the coast that the surveyors paid attention to.  So you can see here, for instance, that these little squares are buildings, these are property lines and roadways connecting them.  So a scale of two inches to the mile, in my view, was a level of topographic detail that allowed all the salient, important points about empire to be represented on this map -- even individual property holdings could be represented on this map -- and that these maps could form an archive that could lead to a new generation of mapping for the British Empire.  

The other thing that was guiding Samuel Holland was -- remember we talked about the mast trees before -- was the fact that this was a place in which you could make a lot of money and do a lot of economic development.  One of the concerns for the new empire was how to develop it and who would benefit from that development.  Maine had long been claimed by the Province of Massachusetts and Samuel Holland, the surveyor general for the Northern District, began sort of taking sides against Massachusetts officials and merchants in order to carve off Maine as, perhaps, a separate province.  His idea, which he included on a sketch that he sent to the secretary of state for the southern department, the guy in control of the colonies, was to create a whole new province, one that was completely separated from Massachusetts and he thought of calling it New Ireland.  So here we have a copy of the mythical province of New Ireland.  It sounds crazy but, you know, there’s Nova Scotia, which is new Scotland, and then New England right below it.  Why not have a New Ireland? 

That’s sort of an interesting document about Samuel Holland and what he sort of anticipated.  He wasn’t just a dispassionate scientist who was generating new knowledge for the Empire; he also wanted to benefit from it personally.  He wrote a letter to the Board of Trade, which asked for grants of land for his assistant surveyors in what became the province of Maine, and so he’s clearly trying to use his position as a surveyor to benefit economically himself.  He didn’t ask for any land grants for himself, but you can imagine that he may have thought himself a good candidate for governor of the new province of New Ireland.  The secretary of state wrote back saying, you know, Massachusetts already has a claim on this.  I’m not going to grant your request.  But we shouldn’t just look at Samuel Holland as someone who’s sort of a man on the make.  The secretary of state did tell Holland that he would be welcome to apply for another area elsewhere, maybe in Nova Scotia, maybe in Cape Breton Island.  Part of being an official in this royal survey was getting a stake at the patronage chain and these officials were expected to benefit personally from these land holdings so all these surveyors had this eye that they’re going to take their skills and create something not only valuable for the Empire, but something that’s also valuable for themselves personally.  Each one of them was a potential grantee of a place like New Ireland.  

The other thing I think the General Survey was trying to do, and we can see it on the maps from the Northern District that are here at the Library, is trying to integrate geographic knowledge, not only from lots of different sources but of different kinds as well.  I think I can illustrate that by looking at some of the text comments that are on the maps that we have copies of in the Library.  One of the Northern Survey maps has this annotation, a rock was identified, you know, obviously if you’re trying to steer ships around hazards you want to identify all the rocks and hazards you can, it said it was inserted from the information of a pilot.  Not all cartographers were so open to common sailors and their geographic knowledge, but the mapmakers of the General Survey were.  And that paces a trend in British intellectual circles to be not just rationalists, arguing from principle about new knowledge, but to gather up empirical knowledge even from common or mundane sources.  So in the history of agriculture, people are going off into Britain looking at the way common farmers deal with weeds and that type of thing and this is something that the General Survey really represents as well, kind of a cutting-edge idea about what kind of knowledge is valuable.  So the surveyors of the General Survey were paying attention to what common folks who knew about geography had to say about it.  They’re not doing that much work in the interior but there are all these local surveyors, county surveyors, who are mapping out the land and they take some of the details in their sketches and maps from, in this case, the county surveyors who have outlined some maps in Nova Scotia.  

This excerpt which I guess I’ll read because it might be hard to read “the place at Falmouth where Captain Holland and Mr. Sproule ” -- that’s one of his assistants -- “observed the latitude by the sun and stars with Hadley’s and Bird’s astronomical quadrants the mean result of which was identifying their latitude and the magnetic variation of their compass reading from the true North Pole.”  Beyond what I’ve just read, I really don’t understand the mathematics behind what is going on in this passage, but what’s clear about every map made by the General Survey is that it’s supposed to hew to the most rigorous scientific standards for cartography, and that meant using the latest techniques and instruments to understand exactly where you were on the face of the earth.  Again, imagine that vast archive of maps that they wanted to build in London.  They all had to be reconcilable to one another and so knowing exactly where you were was very important.  The whole survey, at least in this sketch, was reduced from a larger survey to a scale of two miles to one inch: the standard scale for these new maps for the Survey.  

In the South there was another General Survey and another set of issues, which are important and interesting.  Like Holland, William De Brahm was a foreign-born, in this case German-born, engineer who served the British army like Holland during the Seven Years’ War.  He built forts, he worked his way up the patronage chain to become better connected, and after the war was appointed the general surveyor for the Southern District.  One of the things about William De Brahm that’s interesting is that he was an extremely active cartographer before the General Survey, and, you know, this idea that the General Survey was something special and different from just common surveying that was used to sell land to people in the colonies.  It’s interesting to consider, in the life of William De Brahm who was both a common surveyor and then a general surveyor.  One of the treasures we have here at the Library is a manuscript map that De Brahm wrote in his own hand of the Savannah River beginning at Stone Bluff.  Before he was appointed to the General Survey, De Brahm was the surveyor for the province of Georgia and later for the province of South Carolina.  What we could see in these maps is a great deal of ambition.  To not just be a hack, not just be someone who takes his compass and chain and goes out into the wilderness and lays out a new plantation boundary line for some new settler, but someone who’s going to bring cartography to a high artistic and scientific standard.  One of the things that I like about this map is -- as you can see in the lower left corner -- looks like the paper is torn?  That’s actually a drawing so it looks like the map is torn and underneath you can see what’s written there.  It’s an explanation of the colors he used to shade this map of the Savannah River.  

The thing that a provincial surveyor was interested in was the quality of the land first and foremost.  For a new colony like Georgia, this is a sketch from 1752, Georgia was just being settled by South Carolina plantations as a slave colony in colonial British America.  The main commodity that was going to be grown there was rice.  Rice agriculture demanded freshwater swamps as the key resource in terms of land that would grow them, so a surveyor not only had to show where the rivers were, what land was high and low, but also figure out the different soil qualities that would be suitable for this new agriculture.  That was the key information.  You can see that De Brahm broke down land qualities into multiple categories so that people applying for land would know where the best land was, what land to avoid.  
His masterpiece, and really one of the masterpieces of early American cartography, he completed in 1757 as South Carolina surveyor.  This is a map of Carolina and a part of Georgia.  You can see the cartouche in the lower right-hand side, which shows slaves processing indigo, which was a rising commodity in the low country of Carolina and Georgia.  You can see that some of the things he learned as Georgia surveyor he was adding new flourishes to to create this map not only of settlement but of geographic areas.  One of the things we can do to show his evolution as a cartographer is to compare the Savannah map with the later map.  Here’s a map of the town of Savannah on the Savannah River, a detail of the sketch I showed you before, and here we see -- you can see here the different shadings that indicate the different land qualities.  The same area in the larger map overlays that geographic information with boundary lines.  William De Brahm and his assistants went to the provincial council office and found the plaques and the grants that were used to claim land and he superimposed the boundary lines of individual landowners on this map.  So what we get is not just a map of the physical world, it’s also a map of colonization, itself.  It shows not only what land was claimed legally by Britain, but what land was settled legally.  As you can see in some of the things I’m interested in with these surveys, this is becoming a really important idea.  The capacity of British colonists and settlers to not only claim the land legally through maps but to actually settle it and occupy it.  That was becoming the key to power in continental spaces in the New World.  


When De Brahm was also general surveyor, he was also the provincial surveyor for east Florida.  These two roles led to conflict in his personal life.  He was devoting so much time to the General Survey that he was actually suspended from his office as provincial surveyor of East Florida, because he was accused essentially of giving his incompetent relatives the job of laying out new land for settlers, pocketing the money, and then doing his more scientific and artistic endeavors.  That didn’t mean he completely ignored his duties as East Florida surveyor.  This is a transcript that’s in our manuscripts collection and it’s a map that he made for the settlement of New Bermuda.  It was a group of Bermuda immigrants who petitioned for land to come to East Florida and so he sort of imagined their town on the island of Amelia on the northern coast of Florida, here’s the St. Mary’s River is down below.  Again, a very rational top-down approach to building new settlements in the New World and that was one of his jobs.  He wasn’t just a dispassionate scientist.  He was designed to promote British settlement and one of the ways he could do that was create a template for actual settlers in East Florida.

But the thing that William De Brahm was really interested in, really passionate about at the expense of even losing his office and being embroiled in a huge scandal about that office, was understanding Florida as a natural philosopher, as a real scientist, someone who’d understand not only the geography of this place and its potential for settlement but also everything about how it came to be formed.  Here we have the shaded area is the area that De Brahm succeeded at mapping during the brief time of the General Survey.  

The state of geographic knowledge of Florida was pretty good in general and pretty accurate by today’s standards in terms of the coastline, but the interior of Florida was really unknown by cartographers. And cartographers, French and Spanish cartographers, like those represented here did what all cartographers did -- they looked at the coastal areas they had a chance to inspect and just kind of interpolated what happened in the interior.  If you’ve ever been to coastal Florida, you know that this is not a bad guess at what the interior of Florida looks like -- really more islands than continent, broken up land, almost like the continent is falling apart at the Florida peninsula, depositing islands into the Caribbean.  One of the things that the General Survey under De Brahm did was to remap Florida so that it becomes recognizable by our standards.  

This map of Florida is really focused on the Keys of Florida and it shows -- this was of course a huge navigational challenge, how ships coming out of the Caribbean with the currents churning them through the Straits of Florida, how they would navigate these reefs and shoals and difficult places.  De Brahm was really the first one to map these islands with a high degree of accuracy.  Another reason why he was doing so, and this is part of the [Marionode Pano y] Ruata atlas in the Geography and Maps [Map] Division, is because this was becoming an area of conflict between Spain and Britain.  As you can see by the title of this map, these islands in a Spanish map produced in the 1760’s were called the Northern Keys that emanated not from Florida but south from Cuba.  In fact, the governor of Cuba was handing out passports to Spanish fisherman to go into the Florida Keys [Keys] and fish, to cut mahogany, so this was becoming a flash point in where the new boundaries of empire would be.  So De Brahm was not only trying to serve the interest of science, he’s trying to serve the interest of empire by staking a British claim to the Florida Keys.  

But the Keys are interesting to De Brahm for scientific reasons as well.  He’s really interested in how they formed and the actions of water against land and what that means in the deepest reaches of geological time.  This is a map called ‘the ancient figure of Tagesta.’  This is De Brahm’s vision of what the Florida peninsula looked like eons ago, before the actions of Caribbean waters had carved up the Keys into little islands and little shoals.  He imagined continuous peninsulas kind of forming from the Florida peninsula.  It’s really an exercise in sort of high-level geology, understanding how this landform came to be but it also has a strategic and practical use as well.  Once you kind of identify these peninsulas, if you’re sailing a ship around these areas, you can see channels that would be safe passage in the event of a storm more clearly than if looking at a common map.  This map was eventually published in a book; I think it was called the “Atlantic Pilot,” which became the leading maritime guide to navigation along the southern coast of Florida.  So it had a practical use and a scientific use as well, and it came in handy because De Brahm’s own research vessel was almost shipwrecked and he had to find one of these safe passages or channels by sailing into them.  

So this Thomas Wright map shows the state of British geographic knowledge before the General Survey.  It echoes a lot of the earlier maps I showed you from the French and the Spanish.  Florida is essentially a continent crumbling at its tip, becoming a series of islands.  The map that was published in a promotional tract to promote Florida in 1769 shows some of the contributions that De Brahm made to this survey.  Florida is now secured as a peninsula, the Keys are much more clearly delineated, and a lot of the river systems are shown graphically in ways that are more accurate than the ones that came before.  

One of his major scientific contributions was also identifying the Gulf Stream, which Benjamin Franklin and others worked on in this era as well.  The Gulf Stream is interesting to De Brahm because it sort of emerges from Caribbean currents and, you know, this is the force of water that’s causing the creation of the Florida Keys in his view.  He produces this map to map out where the Gulf Stream was.  This is another area in which listening to common sailors who had long known about and used the Gulf Stream even though experts in Britain and Paris had said that it doesn’t exist; we have no have scientific evidence of it.  Here De Brahm is again trying to integrate that geographic knowledge from different sources and trying to make really a large scientific contribution to geography.  

The Survey was meant to maybe go on forever until it created this imperial archive, but it did start to collapse during the American Revolution.  These surveyors were still going at it in the North and the South during the 1770’s, even as fighting was breaking out on the continent.  We know from the manuscript evidence that Samuel Holland had left New England and Nova Scotia and New Hampshire by 1777.  He was still being paid by the Board of Trade to live in London with his assistants and create some of the maps that I’ve showed you today.  William De Brahm was not so lucky.  He was imprisoned by American forces in Georgia, but yet the Board of Trade still paid his salary and made a note in the budget saying De Brahm’s in jail.  We’re still going to pay him to support himself there.  The only thing that the Northern Survey left behind them was two disabled soldiers who were guarding the scientific equipment and given a small allowance to support themselves after the Survey had left.  So the vision of the Survey is undone by the American Revolution and really this big map of empire is also undone by the American Revolution.  The second geographic revolution that happens in this era is taking the United States out of the picture, severing the British Empire, again, into lots of fragmented parts in the Caribbean, Canada, the Maritime provinces.  

That doesn’t mean that the Survey was a waste of time or didn’t have an impact.  Some of you may have heard of the “Atlantic Neptune” atlas.  The Library here has the best collection of these atlas maps in the world, and it’s really considered a masterpiece of 18th century cartography.  It’s a beautiful, beautiful work of art that we have here and one of the key geographic sources for the maps in the “Atlantic Neptune” atlas is the General Survey.  This is an index map that shows the locations of the “Atlantic Neptune” atlas maps on a larger map of a Nova Scotia area.  Because of its strategic importance, Des Barres, the author of the “Atlantic Neptune” atlas was really focused on figuring out everything he could about the coast of Nova Scotia.  This was where Halifax was, this is where naval supremacy was decided by who controlled this coastline.  But the cartographers of the Northern Survey were also exchanging information with Des Barres who worked for the Admiralty Department so from the very beginning, it’s not only the Board of Trade but other entities, the army and the navy, are also sending out cartographers to map this new empire.  I mean, “Atlantic Neptune” kind of takes all these sources of geographic knowledge and fuses them together.  This is the map that Jim Flatness prepared to show the location of “Atlantic Neptune” maps along the Maine coast and -- just for reference, Mount Desert Island that we saw before is right here.  So most of this contribution in this index map is from the General Survey.  We can trace these “Atlantic Neptune” maps to originals that were never produced or published, but exist in manuscript material that Des Barres then used for his “Atlantic Neptune” atlas.  Let’s take Mount Desert Island to show you how closely these are linked.  

Here’s a manuscript map produced by the Northern Survey of the Mount Desert Island area.  Here’s the map that appears in the “Atlantic Neptune” atlas.  It’s a really clear connection.  I’ve had to change the scale and move things around but it’s clear that Des Barres is using these sources and that even though the General Survey collapses the knowledge created by it is transferred into other locations.  

One more point on the “Atlantic Neptune” atlas, the manuscript materials here at the Library show that as the budget line ran out for the General Survey, the remainder of what was there was paid directly to J.F.W. Des Barres for preparing the “Atlantic Neptune” atlas.  So there’s also a financial paper trail that links these two projects together.  

The other major influence of this survey was creating a series of maps.  Really the new standard of cartography was drawn from these new manuscript sources.  One of the most influential maps created from this was called [nicknamed] the American ‘Holster Atlas,’ also the “American Military Pocket Atlas.”  Literally, this was published so that every officer would have a map of America during the war for Independence that would be consistent.  So there’s a little irony there.  The vision of this project is to create a huge map of empire that could lead to its peaceful development and settlement.  What it does lead to is a huge map of empire that is used so British forces can make war on America.  So it has this ironic use to it.  It also starts shaping our vision of American geography.  

It may seem really obvious to us that the American continent is divided into north and south.  That has a lot more to do with our own history in the United States in the 19th century than it does with what was going on in the 18th century.  But one of the stepping-stones to our modern idea of North and South is made right here by the division – the arbitrary division of the continent into a Northern and Southern District which is then replicated here in one of the most popular maps of the era.  Here’s the map for the Northern District, still doesn’t look like the North we know because where is it centered?  It’s centered on the Gulf of St. Lawrence as you might imagine given some of the themes I’ve stressed today.  A view of the North that really never came to pass after the American Revolution severed Canada from the United States.  It also produced a view of the South drawn largely from De Brahm’s sketches and maps of the South.  Again, it’s a little bit off from what we’re used to in terms of north and south Virginia -- usually considered part of the South?  Not available on this map here.  But as the Revolutionary War unfolded and as people started referring to the northern campaigns and the southern campaigns of the British armies and navies, these maps became a reference point for them.  So the beginnings of our 19th century history as a nation, the beginnings of North and South the way we conceive them today, are really rooted in this geographic moment and in the General Survey of North America.  

Thank you very much.

[applause]

Sure I’ll take questions.

Female Speaker:

You spoke of some things being published and some things being a manuscript so the General Survey, were a lot of the published and distributed to commercial entities or did they find their way back to the colonies?  Do colonies start out with some maps in hand so when things got tough…

Max Edelson:

Yeah, this atlas in particular is published by Jefferys, by Sayer and Bennett, so there are a lot of commercial publishers in London that have access to these manuscript materials and are using them.  The key is, if you do a subject search for these, you could find Holland and De Brahm in the heading of the map, like you can in this one, because they quote their sources a little bit.  So this really -- the John Mitchell map of the 1750’s is the first attempt of the British government to create a map that would be produced commercially but its construction will be directed by the government.  And that became a tradition that was then kind of resuscitated during this.  So even though the General Survey doesn’t produce any maps of its own commercially, commercial publishers like Jefferys or Sayer and Bennett have access to these and are using those sources.  

Male Speaker:

I have the impression that De Brahm and Holland had access to French or Spanish maps as a result of [inaudible].

Max Edelson:

Another treasure that we have here at the Library is one of the two microfilm copies of the James Grant papers.  James Grant was the British governor of East Florida.  I’ve been working with those as well.  Grant is the one who fires De Brahm, essentially, he’s not doing his job as provincial surveyor.  Grant is excited because after the British occupation of Havana, they ransacked the place for maps and he gets all those maps that relate to Florida and his view of the maps is that they’re not accurate because they don’t show the interior of Florida.  One of the questions that I have -- research questions I have is, I mean, were they accurate in terms of coastal navigation, which I imagine they were.  Why isn’t De Brahm kind of giving them their due as maps that had that good Atlantic profile?  One of the reasons I think has to do with this topic of territorial occupation.  Grant is interested in maps that show him the interior because this is the place he imagines for plantation settlement so he is very disappointed by the maps.  He said, “They’re not worth a farthing.”  That’s his quote.  I knew you’d like that one in particular.  So I think that’s an interesting story that I’ve only begun to trace just by finding these references but it would be a great article, I think, to show how does this war circulate maps in a new way because people are taking over map libraries and circulating them.  A lot of these British admirals and generals I think are kind of funneling maps to these new areas.  But I’m open to suggestions.  I’d love to find out more about how that worked elsewhere.  

Male Speaker: 

[inaudible]

Max Edelson:

To take the first question first, I haven’t reviewed this work you mentioned, Creuset?  But my guess is that it’s easy to show a huge rate of growth when you begin from almost nothing in terms of producing exports for the Atlantic economy.  By this period Britain has really by far the most robust productive zone in the Atlantic economy.  I’d have to look at those figures.  But it is true, not to discount the idea behind this sentiment, it’s true that Britain is, for the first time in the middle decades of the 18th century, genuinely threatened by the potential for French growth.  And that has a lot to do with the fact that the French are starting to connect the two ends of their North American empire through this river-based, fortified system.  Where I come from, once called the Illinois Country, is the place where that’s starting to happen.  The British are finding out that one of the reasons they’re interested in monopolizing the Indian trade is because this huge interior presence is giving France enormous advantages.  Also the fact that they tend to build alliances with Native American groups rather than throw them off the land.  This is turning into a genuine economic and strategic threat for the first time in its history, so I might take issue with the specific statistics you cite, but I think that the general principle, that France is becoming -- you know, has a bid to become a real continental power -- is genuine or legitimate.  Good question.

Female Speaker:

[inaudible]

Max Edelson:

I’ll answer the second one first because I know so little about it but I think that’s -- actually in my field, connecting the two British empires has become a sort of object for early Americanists and some people are doing it.  Jack Crowley is the only historian I know who’s really trying to trace the British officials who are involved in America and then end up in India and how that sort of led to cross-fertilizations in terms of the Empire.  The pre-eminent historian of cartography Matthew Edney’s written a wonderful book on mapping India that might show that as well.  But I just don’t know.  You know, these engineers who become surveyors and cartographers, they are the most peripatetic people I’ve ever seen.  One, [John] Montresor was born in Gibraltar and then goes to America and ends up in India and his children become Indian generals in the Indian campaigns so there’s got to be.  This is a small, specialized core of cartographers who go where the empire tells them, go where those opportunities are, so I would imagine it would be a very rich way, studying them, to connect those two empires together.  Maybe I’ll do some of that.

In terms of your first question about [J.B.] Harley, Harley is the best theoretical map person I think that I’ve read.  He’s really the first one to really open up this ideological study of maps using semiotics and critical theory in a rigorous way.  He also really knows his maps, too, so the combination of those made for a very rich career that changed the history of cartography.  I guess I find myself as the beneficiary of that knowledge but trying to produce a different kind of knowledge myself.  I’m more of a social scientist.  I like to count things when possible.  You can’t really count the maps so much.  Maybe you could but I’m not sure it would be useful, but what I do want to do is, instead of analyzing individual maps for what they mean, what the cartographer was saying, I’d like to put a couple thousand maps in a couple hundred different series and sort of gauge how changes emerge from that large body of cartography.  So I don’t think I’ll be doing a lot of Harleyian analysis to my maps, but I’m very aware of this tradition and I’ve really benefited from it as well.

Male Speaker:

Have you looked at all of the 19th century posters, survey posters from the United States?

Max Edelson:

You’ve given me three thousand more maps to look at.

[laughter]

Male Speaker:

[inaudible] Following on what you said with British engineers moving to India, do British engineers move or is there influence in the 19th century survey of the coast?

Max Edelson:

I haven’t yet.  But I think that one of the things this project needs to do is sort of do more of these last couple points.  Like you trace -- even though the Survey doesn’t produce like one great map that we can say here’s the product of it -- that sort of gets unraveled by the revolution -- there’s all these tendrils that this knowledge puts out to all these different kinds of maps and all these different imperial systems.  Tracing those I think would be really compelling.  In fact, I’m finding this topic on this moment so rich that it might have to spin off for its own project.  There’s cartographers working for the army surveying the Western Great Lakes, there’s Montresor and Des Barres who are working for the admiralty, there’s [Elias] Durnford in Louisiana.  These people have interesting life stories.  They produce amazing maps.  You know, I never thought I’d be doing history that connected, you know, Nova Scotia, Tobago and St. Augustine together, but here’s a place where you can talk about places that don’t seem to have a lot in common together.  I think you could extend that to the British Empire in the wider world and really talk about places that are connected, but you just have to illuminate the connections.  I think that’s a way to go.

Female Speaker:

I’m curious whether 25 years into the future of this [inaudible] Jefferson used any of this as a model for sending people West.

Max Edelson:

I imagine so.  I haven’t studied it directly but here we have a cartographic project, not just a cartographer with a vision and some skills, but a sort of government-sponsored program to generate cartographic knowledge.  That produces a different kind of cartographic knowledge.  It produces standards, it has objectives and so I think that would be a great comparison, to compare this project with Jefferson’s project and see where there might be influences.  But I imagine, people like Jefferson are very keenly aware of this project because it’s exciting scientifically.  It’s really one of the most -- one of the things that people who might be opposed to independence might say is that Britain is doing this incredibly valuable intellectual work to create the Empire.  It actually bound some people more closely as subjects to the Empire because they were committed to it in one way or another.

Jen did you have a question?

Female Speaker:

More of a sort of related observation.  [inaudible] International dimensions of this are really interesting not only through the Imperial, the culture of it, but also another possible interface between the civil service whether they’re military or civilian and the enlightenment of more sort of abstract intellectual activities, much of which is very concerned with [inaudible] De Brahm and to be an active part of that world.  [inaudible]

And the next point was I was thinking about the question of 19th century big imperial exploration projects from Napoleon’s [inaudible] expedition and the institute to the triangulation survey of India and the French efforts to map Algeria which begins with the invasion of [inaudible], very similar aspects to what we’re talking about here.  But one of the things that [inaudible] those places had to deal with was how to reconcile [inaudible] pre-existing knowledge that goes back much further than, you know, 50 or 100 years [inaudible] here.  What the French were doing in Algeria was trying to sort of test their observations against ancient records, Arabic maps, Middle Eastern maps [inaudible].  That’s just a difference that strikes me.  I wonder is there any dimension of local previous knowledge here and obviously for the French would be Native American knowledge [inaudible] that might pre-date [inaudible]

Max Edelson:

Yeah.  I mean some  people are working -- I think that’s exactly the comparison to draw and Malcolm Lewis is the historian who’s written the most on Native American mapping.  I don’t know if anyone’s worked on using wampum, those collections of beads that are used in treaty negotiations between Indians and Europeans and among themselves as well.  I don’t think anyone’s studied those as maps, yet in the descriptions I’ve read in the treaty negotiations, it seems like they are because the different beads represent different geographical areas.  So, I might do a little work in that myself.  I think is the one who’s working on it in the Spanish context and some others, so it’s a rich field.  I like the parallel you’re drawing because one of the interesting things about the colonial world is there’s a -- it’s accretively mapped.  As people are entering into the colonial Americas, they’re mapping and remapping the same spaces.  So there’s this sort of huge, these layers upon layers of cartographic information, misinformation, guesses, influences that some are right, some are wrong, they trace them -- you know, California was an island for many years. And I think some cartographers like the shape of it so much even when they knew it wasn’t, they kept doing it that way.

[laughter]

So tracing all that is very rich but I imagine in the case of Algeria there might not be those multiple layers or they’re not all layers that are European directed, so I think that would be a very rich basis for comparison.  But, you know, Native American mapping is very different from European mapping, but one of the things I don’t like to do is assume that they’re incommensurate and to assume that Indians are not absorbing the geographic lingo of Europeans, especially when it’s in their incredible, incredibly – especially when it’s in their interest to know it.  

The thing I’m studying in particular is this Proclamation Line of 1763.  There are a number of congresses with all the Indian groups of the interior to negotiate exactly where that line is going to be -- the line between the British and the Native Americans.  And I’m reading those Indian congresses to see what was the geographic logic of placing the line two miles to the left, over this lake, beyond this store.  What is the geographic debating points of these two sides as they hash out this line?  I think that’s where I’ll start to find that we don’t want to get too romantic about Indian geographic knowledge as being something, you know, they don’t believe in linear space or something like that, because they have to believe in linear space when the British are coming on the frontier, and they do.  They’re clearly operating in different cartographic traditions.  I think that’ll be a very interesting study.

To just comment briefly on your first point, I think one of the reasons that these mapping surveys are so attuned to practical knowledge is because all the cartographers, they start off poor and they’re essential artisans and they work their way up to become surveyors.  But they have to work their way up through army commissions and patronage networks.  And they’re not -- they have aspirations to become philosophes but -- some of them, I don’t think Holland does -- I think Holland has more concrete political objectives, but De Brahm certainly wants to be a great thinker -- and they have to claw their way up from the bottom.  Cartography is a very practical science.  It’s hard to have abstract knowledge of geography -- there has to be some empirical dimension -- so it becomes a very rich place for these two worlds -- the world of reason from principle and the world of empirical fact gathering really come into rich connection.  

Male Speaker:

[inaudible]

Max Edelson:

Yeah, I think -- one of the things I’m liking about this project is that it allows me to do something that’s a little more traditional, which is to say I’m studying the British Empire primarily; I’m not going transnational.  But, when you study places like maritime Canada and Florida, those places themselves are just incredibly suggestive of those sorts of connections, and those are also places that really slip through the cracks.  I mean, people training as early American historians, some people thought, you know, when I started working on South Carolina that was sort of just one of those minor places.  When you do really early, early American history, you had to be doing New England or the Chesapeake and the same is true of Caribbean history.  It’s one of really the most interesting and influential zones of this empire.  It’s often forgotten that it’s even part of that.  Even today, I could only gesture at the Windward Islands but they have their own history in this as well.  I want to write a history of the British Empire that’s very sensitive to all these border areas, these interfaces, and are very much attuned to knowledge created outside the boundaries and try to incorporate -- I think that early maps, the British maps of Florida, are really summaries of the Spanish maps and I want to try to trace that genealogy a little bit.  

Mary Lou Reker:

I’m sure we have a lot more questions here but I think we’re running out of time.  Do you think we could maybe --

Max Edelson:

I could take some questions after.

Mary Lou Reker:

Okay.  Thank you, Max, very much.

Max Edelson:

Thank you.

[applause]

[end of transcript]

