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Stan Berenstain:
One on the other side, and their bodies are big and round and furry.  Their hind legs are thick and powerful, l and their feet are broad, flat, have large claws.  Now, as they say, this bear is up, maybe, on a mountain, maybe he’s the bear who went over the mountain, and he’s looking around.  There’s some other mountains in the background, over here.  Perhaps some clouds blowing by, and a few birds.  So that’s my impression of a real bear up on a mountaintop looking around.  Now, how is he different from a Berenstain bear?

A Berenstain bear will start off in pretty much the same way, with a kind of a round, thick oval body.  But, then it very quickly gets different.  And you will see as I draw, I think, not only how it’s different, but that it takes me a little longer to draw than the real bear.  I don’t know quite why that is; that’s just the way I draw.  For me, Berenstain bears are a little complicated.  And I put in a line of shoulders, head.  

This bear is going to be Papa Bear; I’m going to start off with Papa Bear, but I’ll draw the other ones as well.  And he’s going to be waving to you, so I’ll put his right arm up and start to sketch in his hand a little bit.  And I have to give myself some guidelines for his face, so I’ll sketch them in lightly.  And for you kids out there watching.   Sometimes, kids when they draw, they’ll try to go to one side of a drawing and sort of work their way around.  That’s really not a good way to draw.   The best way is to sketch it in lightly, make as many lines and mistakes as you want, you can always erase them, and then put in darker lines after you’ve sketched it in.  

Now, the first way in which our bears are different from real bears is their jaws.  Their jaws are much more prominent; they’re almost like a person’s jaw, something like this.  But their cheeks are furry, their ears, however, have come down from the tops of their heads to the sides, more like a person’s ears, like so.  Their noses are very prominent, but they’re rounder than a real bear’s.  Their noses are big and black, almost like an eight ball, a behind-the-eight-ball look.  Their mouths are wide, usually smiling, and, although they have teeth, they’re not very big; they’re more like our teeth, not like a wild bear’s teeth.  Their eyes are closer to the front of their heads than a real bear’s, and they have more expression.  

One way in which they are very different from a real bear is they like to wear hats.  You very seldom see a wild bear wearing a hat.  This is Papa Bear’s hat, kind of a big round, floppy one.  Now, our bears, although they’re furry, you don’t usually see a lot of their fur because they wear clothes.  They wear shirts, usually shirts with collars, which gets them into a better class of restaurant than a wild bear.

[laughter]

Their paws, their front paws, are really more like hands, with fingers and thumbs, although they still do have claws rather than fingernails, although their claws are rather small.  Here’s his other hand, folded.  Now, as I say they wear clothes; Papa Bear wears overalls.  Big overalls for his big Papa Bear body.  His legs are covered with pant legs, of course, because he’s wearing overalls.  Overalls have overall straps with buttons, and the purpose of them is to hold his pants up like the fireman’s red suspenders.  His feet are rather like a wild bear’s feet -- big and broad and flat and furry with long claws.  And our bears do not wear shoes.   The fur on their feet keeps them warm and they have naturally thick, leathery soles on their feet.  So they don’t wear shoes.  

Another way in which our bear are different from -- oh, thank you.

[applause]

Another way which our bears are a little different is that they go in for bright colors.  Their fur is a nice bright kind of cinnamon brown.  And we’ll see Papa Bear’s face colored in and his hands and his feet.  His shirt is a very bright yellow color, which I will get.  Well, that’s wrong.  I’m having a technical difficulty.  There we go.

[laughter]

There, nothing electronic here, but I still have technical problems.  Nice, bright yellow.  His hat is a deep, rich brown with a nice little touch of color on the hatband, a little orange.  And of course, his overalls, being made of traditional overall denim, are very deep and dark and blue, like so.  Now, this is Papa Bear just standing still and waving to you. But, of course, our books would be pretty boring if all we did was have the bears standing around.  Sometimes, they have to get moving, like if there’s a sale at the local supermarket on honey.  So, they start to walk, and I’ll do Papa Bear walking.

Now, the first thing a bear, or you, for that matter does when you’re walking is you lean forward a little bit.  Because, if you didn’t, your feet would walk right under from under you and you’d fall over.  You’d fall right flat on your face.  So, Papa Bear’s body is going to be leaning a little bit, a little bit forward.  One leg will be going back, and, as you walk, you swing your arms and, of course, to keep balance you swing your left arm forward when your right arm [leg] is forward and you swing your right arm back when your right leg is back.  That’s keeps your body balanced and you don’t fall over to one side.  It’s all in balance.  So, one arm is going to be swinging back, and one arm is going to be swinging forward.

Papa Bear now will be seen from the side and you’ll see how to draw a side view.  A side view of a bear’s face is really two circles; you start with a big circle, a little circle and then an even smaller circle there and you’ll see how they all come together.  This is the nose, where the eye goes, a forelock of hair, the back of the head, the ear, a smiling mouth, an eye with another smaller circle, an eyebrow, another smaller circular nose, hat lines.  I didn’t really leave enough room for his hat, oh well.  This is going to be his shirt and collar, the front of his body leaning forward, one arm swinging back with his fist, another arm swinging forward, thumb and fingers very quickly.  Overall straps, and the rest of his body, with his legs moving forward, feet and the hind – the rear leg going back.  And that’s Papa Bear going for a walk.

[applause]

Sometimes, our bears really like -- oops.  Now, I’ve drawn you a picture of Papa Bear walking and standing, full figures.  There’s a lot more to drawing bears than drawing the full figure; it’s very important what happens in the face, the facial expression.  A lot of a story is told with a bear’s facial expression.  What are these bears thoughts, their feelings, their hopes, dreams and aspirations? It’s all in the facial expression.  And as I draw these full faces, front faces, I’m going to start the same way in each of them.  I’m going to start with Brother Bear, since we’ve drawn Papa Bear, I’m going to do a Brother Bear.

I’m going to start off with what I call a blank face.  A basic Berenstain bear face with no facial expression.  That’s part of it.  Just give myself a few guidelines: the top of the head, the ear, the cheeks, the  jaw, a little bit of his shirt, nose, eyes, and some fur.  Now, you can see, that’s not much of a facial expression.  How he feels is all going to be shown in what we do with the mouth and eyes.  Now, our bears are usually fairly happy, so we’ll start off with a fairly happy face, a simple cupid’s bow smile like that.  So, he’s fairly happy.  Maybe he’s getting a little happier; maybe something pleasant is happening to him.  You can give him some upturned eyebrows; it makes him look a little happier.  Maybe he’s even happier.  You can show that by making his eyes wide; he opens his eyes wide so he looks really happy.  Now, sometimes one emotion can shift into another.  Sometimes happiness can shift into something else, and you can show that with this bear face by giving him a nice big wide mouth and giving him some teeth, and then I think he looks embarrassed.

[laughter]

Maybe he thought somebody was going to give him a present, and it turned out it was for somebody else, and he’s embarrassed about that.  You can change the emotion back into happiness again by widening his mouth even more and coloring it in a solid black, or pretty much a solid black.  And then, he has a kind of a wide-mouth grin, which looks happy but also a little surprised. -- an unexpected pleasure.  

Now, our bears are not always happy; sometimes, of course, they’re sad.  A sad face will start off exactly the same way.  This will be Sister Bear looking sad; we’ll give her a turn.  It’ll start off, as I say, exactly the same way, except that Sister Bear has a hair bow, and the tops of a jumper that she wears.  Same nose, even the same eyes, but of course a sad mouth doesn’t go up, it goes down.  So, we’ll give her a downturned mouth, like that.  She’s a little sad.  Sometimes, again, one emotion can lead into another; a sad face can turn into an angry face, from sad to mad.  That can be shown by just giving her some down-slanting eyebrows like so.   Maybe she’s getting a little angrier, as time goes by.  Her eyebrows can be changed to make her look even angrier.  She’s getting angrier and angrier by the minute, as you can see.  Now, I don’t know exactly what’s going on with Sister Bear, but she’s getting angry enough to bite somebody.

[laughter]

If you take this face and you color in the mouth solid, you still have an angry face, but it’s a little different.  I think she now looks a little angry but surprised.  Maybe outraged would be the right expression.  Now, I’ve saved our most important facial expression for last.  But again, this will be Mama Bear.  It will start off, again, in the same way except that Mama Bear wears a cap.  And she has a collar, which is going to go over here.  Here’s her cap, her collar, her ears, as you see they’re just the same as the other bears’ were, and her nose.  

But, we’re going to do something a little different with the eyes.  I’m going to give her closed eyes and, instead of a cupid’s bow smile, I’m going to give her kind of a half of a bow, like this, a half-bow.  I’ll give her some upturned eyebrows and we’re going to add a few “z”s.  And that’s the expression our bears have on their faces when we turn out the lights in our studio at night and they go to sleep.

[laughter]

And to all a good night.  Thank you very much.

[applause]

[end of transcript]


