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[applause]

B.J. Armstrong:  

How is everyone today?  On behalf of the entire NBA family, I would like to welcome you to the 2006 National Book Festival.  It is such an honor for us to be a part of this wonderful event, and to share with you all the love of reading.  As part of the NBA Global Community Outreach Initiative -- NBA Cares -- the league’s Read to Achieve program aims to combat global illiteracy and encourage young people to develop a lifelong love of reading, using all of the current and former stars of the NBA and WNBA.  We know that reading is the key, one of the keys to success.  Through reading you can go on exciting adventures and learn about all the possibilities that life unfolds.  It's your chance to dream.  It is as simple as that.  Read in school, read for fun, read for work.  You can work on the computer, you can take it all in.  You'll be glad that you did it in the end.  Are you all ready to get started here?

Audience:  

Yeah! 

B.J. Armstrong:

Again, are you ready to get started here?  

Audience:  

Yeah! 

B.J. Armstrong:

Are you ready for us to read to you?  

Audience:  

Yeah! 

B.J. Armstrong:
Well great, I'm glad to hear it.  I'm glad to hear all the excitement.  Well, the first book that we’re going to read is “Martin's Big Words” by Doreen Rappaport.  All right, here we go.  Brendan, I think you start it off, and you'll be reading first.

Brendan Haywood:

Can y’all hear me?  All right.  

“Everywhere in Martin's hometown, he saw the signs ‘White Only.’  His mother said these signs were in all southern cities and towns in the United States.  Every time Martin read the words, he felt bad until he remembered what his mother told him: ‘You are as good as anyone.’”

Male Student Reader:
“In church Martin sang hymns, he read from the Bible, he listened to his father preach.  These words made him feel good.  ‘When I grow up I'm going to get big words, too.’”

Ruth Riley:  

“Martin grew up, he became a minister like his father, and he used the big words he had heard as a child from his parents and from the Bible.  Everyone can be great.”

Brendan Haywood:  

She got it.

Female Student Reader:  

“He studied the teachings of Mahatma Gandhi.  He learned how the Indian nation was [won] freedom [unintelligible] a gun.  Martin said ‘love’ when others said ‘hate.’  Hate cannot drive out hate; only love can do that.”

B.J. Armstrong:  

“He said together when other said separate.  He said peace when others said war.  Sooner or later, all the people of the world will have to discover a way to live together.”

Brendan Haywood:  

“In 1955, on a cold December day in Montgomery, Alabama, Rosa Parks was coming home from work.  A white man told her to get up from her seat on the bus so he could sit.  She said no and was arrested.  Montgomery's black citizens learned of her arrest.  It made them angry.  They decided not to ride the buses until they could sit anywhere they wanted.”

Male Student Reader:  

My turn?  “For 381 days they walked to work and school and church.  They walked in the rain and cold and the blistering heat.  Martin walked with them and talked with them and sang with them and prayed with them until the white city leaders had to agree they could sit anywhere they wanted.  When the history books are written, someone will say there lived black people who had the courage to stand up for their rights.”

Ruth Riley:  

“In the next 10 years, black Americans all over the South protested for equal rights.  Martin walked with them and talked with them and sang with them and prayed with them.  White ministers told them to stop, mayors and governors and police chiefs and judges ordered them to stop, but they kept on marching.  ‘‘Wait?’  For years I have heard the word ‘wait.’  We have waited more than 340 years for our rights.’”

Female Student Reader:  

“They were jailed and beaten and murdered, but they kept on marching.  Some black Americans wanted to fight back with their fists.  Martin convinced them not to by reminding them of the power of love.  Love is the key to the problems of the world.”

B. J. Armstrong:  

“Many white southerners hated and feared Martin's words.  A few threatened to kill him and his family.  His house was bombed, his brother’s house was bombed, but he refused to stop.  ‘Remember, if I am stopped, this movement will not be stopped because God is with this movement.’”

Brendan Haywood:  

“The marches continued.  More and more Americans listened to Martin's words.  He shared his dreams and filled them with hope.  ‘I have a dream that one day in Alabama, little black boys and little black girls will join hands with little white boys and little white girls as sisters and brothers.’  After 10 years of protest the lawmakers in Washington voted to end segregation.  The ‘White Only’ signs in the South came down.”

Male Student Reader:  

“Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. cared about all Americans.  He cared about people all over the world, and people all over the world admired him.  In 1964 he won the Nobel Peace Prize.  He won it because he taught others to fight with words, not fists.”

Ruth Riley:  

“Martin went wherever people needed help.  In April 1968, he went to Memphis, Tennessee.  He went to help garbage collectors who were on strike.  He walked with them, talked with them, sang with them and prayed with them.  On his second day there, he was shot.  He died.”

Female Student Reader:  

“His big words are alive for us today.”  

[applause]

Brendan Haywood:  

That’s it.

B. J. Armstrong:

What a great book, what a great story.  Brendan, that book was about determination and learning.  Why is that such an important message for us, and what does that mean to you?  

Brendan Haywood:  

I think it's very important that today's youth are very determined, they don't let things stop them.  In the book, you saw where they said a lot of people tried to stop Martin Luther King by saying and doing negative things to him.  It’s the same, where a lot of people try to stop a lot of our youth by saying and doing negative things to you.  But you have to keep on persevering, keep on working hard, and if you do that good things will always happen for you.  Nothing is given to you; it all comes through hard work.  And Martin Luther King had that dream and he worked hard, and that's why he was successful.

B. J. Armstrong:  

Good, excellent.  Ruth, I’d like to ask you, if you weren't a basketball player, what would you be doing?

Ruth Riley:  

Wow, that's an interesting question.  I would probably go back to school, which is what I'm going to do after I'm done playing, to business school, and entering probably a business of my own someday.

B. J. Armstrong:  

Terrific.  Some of the kids, what would you guys like to be doing when you guys grow up?  What is it that you want to do when you guys grow up?  Yes.  Football player, that's excellent.  The president, well that's a big dream.  Excellent, terrific, give her a hand!  

[applause]  

Yes.  A scientist, that's phenomenal.  Terrific.  Yes, be a doctor.  Excellent.

Male Speaker:  

Be a doctor, excellent.  Photographer.  A basketball player.  There is someone you can talk to about that right over there.  Yes, sweetheart.  Be a nurse, oh, that'll be great.  Yes, be a lawyer.  A teacher.  Okay, last one.  A pediatrician.  That's excellent.  

Do we have time for a second book?  All right, we're going to read another book here, “Blue Burt and Wiggles”, by Derek Anderson.  And Brendan, can you start with us?

Brendan Haywood:   

No problem.  “Blue Burt and Dear Wiggles were the best of friends.  They played together all summer long.”  

Male Student Reader:  

“But summer was going away.  The leaves were falling, the grass was turning brown and all the birds in the north woods were heading south.  Blue Burt would have to leave soon, too.  ‘Hey Blue Burt,’ squawked Moe the crow, ‘you’d better come down or you'll freeze your feathers.’  Moe was right, so Blue Burt went to pack up.”

Ruth Riley:  

“Blue Burt was sorting through his things when he discovered a giant box of art supplies he had forgotten about.  He suddenly got an idea.  ‘Wiggles,’ said Blue Burt, ‘we can stop everything from changing.  We can make it summer again.’  ‘Then you can stay?’ said Wiggles.  ‘If it's still summer I can stay,’ said Blue Burt. So the two of them got busy.”

Female Student Reader:  

“Wiggles gathered the falling leaves, and Blue Burt flew them into the trees where he tapped [taped] them back into the branches.  ‘There.  Now the leaves will stay in the trees,’ said Blue Burt, ‘just like summer.’”

B.J. Armstrong:  

“Next, Blue Burt and Wiggles mixed the perfect shade of green paint, and then used it to color the grass green again.  ‘That's how the grass should look,’ said Blue Burt, ‘just like summer.’”

Brendan Haywood:  

“Wiggles drew bright flowers on the construction paper.  Blue Burt cut them out, and the two of them blew the flowers all around the woods.  ‘Flowers should always be in full bloom,’ said Blue Burt,  ‘just like summer.’”

Female Student Reader:  

“Finally Blue Burt and Wiggles painted the giant yellow sun and fluffy white clouds.  They used string to hang them in the trees.  ‘Now the sun will keep on shining,’ said Blue Burt,  ‘just like summer.’”

Ruth Riley:  

“Blue Burt and Wiggles climbed down to admire their new summer, but when they got to the ground it wasn't summer at all.  The leaves had fallen again, the grass had been trampled, the paper flowers had disappeared, and even the string they’d used to tie the sun and the clouds was gone.  ‘What happened?’ said Blue Burt.   ‘Where did our summer go?’ asked Wiggles.  So the two friends went off to find out where their summer went.”

Female Student Reader:

“They found the rabbits, they found the rabbits using their tape to make snow shoes for the coming winter.  Summer was going away.”

B. J. Armstrong:  

“The bears were using their leftover paint to put a fresh coat on the cave walls before settling into their naps.  Summer was going away.”

Brendan Haywood:  

“The squirrels were using their paper flowers to make warm quilts.  Summer was going away.”

Female Student Reader:  

“The birds were using their string to tie up boxes and suitcases before heading south.  Summer was gone. Blue Burt and Wiggles couldn't fool the other animals, and they couldn't fool the forest.  Winter was coming.”

Ruth Riley:  

“Blue Burt didn't want to leave, but he couldn't wait any longer.  So he packed up a suitcase, said good-bye to his dear friend Wiggles, and set out on his long flight south.”

Male Student Reader:  

“Blue Burt and Wiggles never once forgot about each other. They wrote letters, laughed on the phone, and they thought of each other often.  And even though they couldn't stop the woods from changing” --

B. J. Armstrong:  

-- “nothing, nothing  could keep true friends apart forever.”  

[applause]

Well, again we’d like to say thank you for all your participation and for all the wonderful kids here that came and showed up today, and we’d like to give yourself a nice round of applause for your participation.  Thank you very much.  

[applause]  

Well, before I hand the mic over I would like to thank all of you again for having us here, and just remind you to Read to Achieve on behalf of the NBA and WNBA family.  Thank you very much.  

[applause]

George Solomon:  

Before we close the program, let's give a round of applause to our readers Calvin and Noerk [spelled phonetically] from the Jackson-Via School. 

[applause] 

And of course, one more round of applause for Ruth, Brendan and B.J. 

[applause] 

And in closing I’d like to introduce the deputy librarian of Congress, Gen. Donald Scott.  Gen. Scott? 

[applause] 

Oh, we have a lost child named Nayla [spelled phonetically], with a mother named Pierre--a father named Pierre, evidently in this tent.  So if that person is here, come up, we have your child.  Gen. Scott.

[applause]

Gen. Donald Scott:  

Okay, thank you George.  And again, if a parent has lost a child we would ask that you would take immediate action now to come back here so we can connect you up with the child.  

You have been thanked by the NBA and the WNBA for being here, and you have shown by your applause that you appreciate them being here.  So I don't need to repeat stuff that’s already been repeated.  My task is to come up and say to you and to the NBA and the WNBA players how much the Library of Congress, the White House and first lady Laura Bush really appreciates the NBA and the WNBA taking time out of their schedules to come and participate in this most exciting event.  

And we’re really pleased, we’re really pleased to have the children from the Jackson-Via Elementary School, Via Elementary School, Charlottesville, Va.,  to be with us.  And let's give them a big hand.  

[applause] 

And I just take delight in thanking Ruth Riley from the Detroit Shock.  You’ve always got to have a superstar in the house.  Thank you, Ruth. 

[applause] 

And I was told by management at the front office that you always have to have a legend with you when they travel, so let's give a big hand to the legend B.J. Armstrong.  

[applause] 

And you always save the future for last, and the future legend Brendan Haywood, the Wizards.  

[applause] 

Thank you all for coming.

[end of transcript]


