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 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Tony DiTerlizzi:

How are you guys doing?  Thank you.  Thank you for coming out.  I’m so happy to be back in D.C. again.  I got to do this a couple of years ago, and either the rain has driven you all in or maybe they’re giving out free food or something, but thanks for coming here.  I’m so psyched to be here.  I’m going to talk about my new book, “G is for One Gzonk!,” which is an alphabet book, kind of.  Before we get started, does everybody here know the alphabet?  Is everybody good?  Good, because this book absolutely, positively does not teach you anything, including the alphabet. 

[laughter]

It’s a nonsense book, and I love nonsense books, and it was inspired by a couple of amazing writers and illustrators for children, one being Edward Lear, who founded nonsense many, many years ago over in England, such famous poems as like “The Owl and the Pussycat” and then one of my favorite authors, the great and mighty Dr. Seuss, who I’m a tremendous fan of.  And so I dedicated the book to both of them.  

It is narrated by me.  This is what I looked like when I was little.  I had a giant fat head like I have now, but it was on this tiny little 20-pound body.  So, I looked like a lollipop walking around.  I was very inventive as a kid.  I loved coming up with silly words and silly stories and if you guys don’t mind, I would love to share this with you.  Does that sound good?  

[applause]

True to being a silly alphabet book, a group of numbers are going to show up and completely derail this, and we have one of the numbers, we flew him in, he’s being performed by my lovely wife Angela.  Come on out.  This is Onesie.  

[applause]

Onesie:

All right, come on.  Let’s hear it for me.  

Tony DiTerlizzi:

Yes.  Oh, nice bow.

Onesie:

Thank you.  

Tony DiTerlizzi:

How are you doing, Onesie?

Onesie:

Not too shabby.  How about you?

Tony DiTerlizzi:

I’m doing pretty good, pretty good.  You just flew in, right?

Onesie:

Yeah, first class, baby.   You know why?  Because I’m number one.

Tony DiTerlizzi:

They had me like in coach like in the back with the -- well, I was in the crate with the dogs, actually, is how they shipped me up here.

Onesie: 

I’m the brains behind this.  They know that.   

Tony DiTerlizzi:

So are you ready to do this thing, Onesie, or what?

Onesie:

I am, but I think you should start out with a song. 

Tony DiTerlizzi:

A song?

Onesie:

Yeah, like about Gzonk or something.

Tony DiTerlizzi:

What rhymes with -- G is for one Gzonk, that’s good enough for me.

Onesie:

That stinks.  What about something like, “One is the loneliest number that you’ve ever heard?” 

Tony DiTerlizzi:

My name is Tony  --

Onesie:

Not any better.  One singular sensation, every little step I take -- if I had legs.  

Tony DiTerlizzi:

You guys will see more of Onesie in a little bit.  He harasses me in the book . He continues to harass me.  So here we go, “G is for One Gazonk !.”  I hope you guys like it.  Here we go.  

“Hello, and welcome to my book.  A book thought up by me.  I am the author and the artist, as you can plainly see, of this alphabet of creechlings, a 26-letter menagerie.  

But I must confess, as you may have guessed, it won’t teach you ABC, so say goodbye to boring books where bears can bounce a ball, turn the page, I’ve set the stage, and nothing will make sense at all.”
  Are you ready?  Just making sure.  

“A is for an angry ack, he eats your dirty clothes.  His favorite snack is stinky socks with jam packed in the toes.” 

Onesie:

Yuk.  

Tony DiTerlizzi:

“And picking goodies up off the floor, the snooping bluebie tack, puts every object he can find upon his sticky back.  A toy car, a vase, a fork, a watch once owned by me, and as you know, not one of these begins with the letter B.  

The cootie noodle letter C has got to dance and sing.  To bad she has a voice so high you cannot hear a thing.  

The dingleicious dinky eats bananas from a pen, early each and every morning doing yoga on a pin.” 

Onesie:

You’ve got practice your yoga.

Tony DiTerlizzi:

I’ve got to practice a lot of things.  

“E is for the evil eog with hateful horrid breath, and if you sniff a little whiff, you may be faced with death.”  

Onesie:

Somebody needs a mint. 

Tony DiTerlizzi:

Yes, at my house we call this morning breath or coffee breath.  There was a lot of names for it.  I put a lot of smart-Alecy captions actually in the book.  So as you read along, this one says, “These are dead flies.  Yes, his breath is that bad.”  So you’ll get to enjoy those along the way.  Here we go.  

“Up next, we see the frantic fly swatting footsy foo.  He never ever hits his mark.  Wait, who the heck are you?”

Onesie:

“Hi, I’m onesie.  He is twosie.  We are teetle weenie woo, but you can never have just one of us, there must at least be two.  And if you do have two of us, then soon there will be three.”

Tony DiTerlizzi:

“Hold on, hold on.  We’re not counting here.  That’s not ABC.  Go back to where you came from, wherever that may be.”

Onesie:

All right. 

Tony DiTerlizzi:

See you in a few pages.  

“Now G is for the great gzonk, which everybody knows, can take the oddest things and balance them upon his nose.  

Here’s a hungry huffafuful.  Sticky.  And that’s twin brother Ick.  He sneezes, wheezes, snorts and drips because he’s always sick.”


 We had that kid in our school.  That kid would be me.  I don’t want to go to school.  I’m sick.  

“Jammy Jelly Jelly Melly wears PJs all day, while pouring cups of hot grape juice, he makes PB&J.  

Observe the one-eyed kriggle bink slurp ketchup through a straw, and a large Licky Lickens, the biggest thing I ever saw.”


Onesie:

Wait, wait, wait.  I’ve got one.  

Tony DiTerlizzi:

All right, Onesie, give it a go.

Onesie:

“R stands for ravenous rotoid with 60 screws in his head.”

Tony DiTerlizzi:

R?  R?  

Onesie:

Yes.

Tony DiTerlizzi:

“R doesn’t come after  you woo, it comes after Q instead. “ 

Onesie:

Oh, sorry.

Tony DiTerlizzi:

“Behold the mighty meity, and a needle nonnel too .”

Onesie:

“I think that guy should have four legs, but nothing less than two”  

Tony DiTerlizzi:

“Onesie, Twosie, cut it out.  This ain’t the book for you.  Make way for the Zoomie

and Jummie” 

Onesie:

“Weighing in at 2.5 liters.”  

Tony DiTerlizzi:

“Onesie, you’re ruining the letter O.”

Onesie:

“Yeah, but he just ran 39 meters”

Tony DiTerlizzi:

“Pink Peepee Weepkins sleeps soundly on the loo.”

Onesie:

Wait, wait.  You just said pee pee.  And we’re in Washington, D.C.

Tony DiTerlizzi:

Actually, not only did I say pee pee, we printed the word pee pee in the book.  If we sell copies of the book, we’ll actually make money on the word pee pee.  I’m sure I’m not the first person to do it, and I certainly won’t be the last.  Pink Peepee Weepkins sleeps soundly on the loo.

Onesie:

“He has seven stars upon his cap.”

Tony DiTerlizzi:

“That’s it, I’ve had it with you.  Count for me, smartie, the hairs on his head.  Divide that by how many ears.  Multiply that by the stripes on his tongue, and subtract his age in dog years.”

Onesie:

“The answer is an easy one.  The sum is 68.”  

Tony DiTerlizzi:

“Wow, that is astounding.  Your adding skills are great.”

Onesie:

I know.

Tony DiTerlizzi:

“Perhaps it would not be so bad to count the ABC.  Let’s try together, you take the next letter, the one that comes right after--”

Onesie:

Pee pee.

Tony DiTerlizzi:

Pee pee, “P.”

Onesie:

“Crazy Q, Queasy Quack is allergic to her naps, even after swimming 90 splishy, splashy laps.”

Tony DiTerlizzi:

“I think I can work with your digits.  In fact, it might just be nifty to continue counting our letters and splitting them each 50/50”  

Onesie:

How about 60/40?

Tony DiTerlizzi:

No, that’s my agent’s split.  “Err, goes the ravenous rotoid.” 

Onesie:

“With 60 screws in his head, and one blistering case of heartburn.”

Tony DiTerlizzi:

“From eating big hunks of hot lead.”  

Onesie:

Oh, wait.  I’ve got one.

Tony DiTerlizzi:

Another one?

Onesie:

Yeah.

Tony DiTerlizzi:

Go.

Onesie:

“A is for the angry ack.  He eats eight pounds of clothes.”

Tony DiTerlizzi:

A?

Onesie:

Yeah.

Tony DiTerlizzi:

“We did A a while ago, as everybody here knows.”

Onesie:

“Yeah, but we missed the beginning, right guys?  We want to count from the start.”

Tony DiTerlizzi:

“Onesie, Twosie, cut it out.  You’re tearing my book apart.” 

Onesie:

I know, it’s great isn’t it?

Tony DiTerlizzi:

It’s like my editor.  

“The striped and squirty swizzle wizzle yells and spits and spurts.”  We had a kid like that in our class, too, actually.  Now that I think about it.

Onesie:

I think that was you, too.

Tony DiTerlizzi:

Yeah.

Onesie:

“He’s yelled six times today.”

Tony DiTerlizzi:

“So loud my eardrums hurt.”

Onesie:

“One when he was angry, two when he was bored, three when he was happy”

Tony DiTerlizzi:

“and when he was ignored.  He yelled at a ham sandwich and the huffle fuffle’s tail.  He yelled until his voice gave out and jumped into a pail.  

T is the teensy teetie tee.”

Onesie:

“With seven legs in all and seven sticky suction cups.”

Tony DiTerlizzi:

“To climb right up the walls.  Onesie, Twosie, wait a sec.  This just came to me.  We could count and count some more, but after letter Z.”

Onesie:

“All righty.”

Tony DiTerlizzi:

All right.  What comes after U?  Oh, my favorite.  “The uggle unk with floating hands plays guitar upside down.”

Onesie:

“He has three stripes in his underwear.” 

Tony DiTerlizzi  and Onesie:

“Thank goodness none are brown.” 

Tony DiTerlizzi:

Oh, yeah.  I stooped that low.  Actually, the little smart-Alecy caption says, “Not enough alphabet books use underwear.  It was my duty as an author to put in a pair of undies.”  

Okay, here we are, “V. Careful Teedle Weenie Woo and let’s be on our way, the vicious, vile, venomous Vrit did not come here to play.”  Oh, here we are, “W, the whirly whirlaroo.  And hold on, am I counting right, do I now see two more woo?”

Onesie:

“X is for the number ten, so now there are ten woos.”

Tony DiTerlizzi:

“Or X could be the xurzle who is trying to cook my shoe.”

Onesie:

“His crooked neck is three feet long, his legs they number four, his arm extends 500 feet from one big metal door.”

Tony DiTerlizzi:

“Wow, we are finding stuff to count so much we cannot stop, just like this yellow yumble yum who counts each single hop.” 

Onesie:

“He hops 8 million times to work, 9 zillion to the store.”

Tony DiTerlizzi:

“And then he hops back home again because his hopper is sore.”

Onesie:

Ouch.

Tony DiTerlizzi:

Last letter.  

Onesie:

A.

Tony DiTerlizzi:

No, we did that joke already.  Anyone know the last letter?  I?  Z?  You sure?  You’re positive?  Okay, just making sure.  “The letter Z will always be the zanderific zibble zuk, the final fancy entry in this alphebetilicious book.  With one and 20 consonants plus a, e, i, o, u, that’s 26 creechlings in all. “ Folks, my masterpiece is through.

[applause]

So, thank you.  So the silly names that I came up with for this book were actually names that my brother and sister and I used to use growing up.  We used to call each other dinky and cootie noodle and we’d call our parents, you know -- 

Onesie:

Peepee Weepkins?

Tony DiTerlizzi:

No, my grandfather fell asleep on the toilet.  That was the inspiration for the pee pee guy.  Where is he?  It totally -- I mean, look at him.  Where is he?  That just looks like Grampa.  “Well, it was warm and I was reading, and you know…  But what I thought would be really cool today, if you guys are up for it, is if somebody out here has a silly word that they use, I will attempt -- and I’m pretty bad at this, because my editor is not here -- to write a rhyme with the silly word and draw the creature.  Does that sound cool?  Yes, maybe?  Think about it?  I don’t have free moon pies or anything to give out.  So this is what we’re going to do.  So Onesie --

Onesie:

Yes?

Tony DiTerlizzi:

Do you want to pick somebody to come up with a silly word?

Onesie:

All right, who’s got a silly word?  The silliest word you can think of?  Oh, my goodness.  You have a silly word back there?  Come up to the microphone here and tell us.  Wow, he’s very excited.  

Child Speaker:

[unintelligible]

Onesie:

Oh, that is pretty silly.

Tony DiTerlizzi:

What was it?  Hoo moo, hoo moo, nuku nuku apua.  It’s a fish from Hawaii.  

[laughter]

Somebody planted you.  You’re here on purpose.  So let’s shorten it to --

Onesie:

I don’t know if that one’s going in the sequel, I’ve got to tell you.

Tony DiTerlizzi: 

How about the humu humu?  Is that good?  Is that okay?  That’s all right?  Okay, okay.  So the humu humu.   H is for the humu humu.  The who?  The humu humu.  Now, I need to know, is there something silly that the humu humu does?

Onesie:

Who’s got an idea?  What does it do?

Tony DiTerlizzi:

Something silly that the humu humu --

Onesie:

What do you think it does?  It uses the bathroom.

Tony DiTerlizzi:

Of course.

Onesie:

Of course it does.  Don’t we all?  

Tony DiTerlizzi:

Let’s just put the humu humu lives in your -- did somebody just say toilet?  You said toilet?  

Onesie:

Oh, this is good.

Tony DiTerlizzi:

Okay, words that rhyme with toilet?

Onesie:

Soil it.

Tony DiTerlizzi:

That’s right.  Make sure you flush when you are done or you might just maybe spoil it.   

Onesie:

Okay, not too shabby.

Tony DiTerlizzi:

This just in on C-SPAN, Caldecott Award-winning illustrator Tony DiTerlizzi, “New York Times” best seller is writing poems with toilet, and the humu humu.

Onesie:

All right, that’s not shabby, but can you draw it?  

Tony DiTerlizzi:

Yes.  What does the humu humu look like?  Anyone?  Can I get any kind of --

Onesie:

Okay, she’s hopping up and down.  She was like -- do you have to go to the bathroom.  Oh, you’ve got an idea?

Tony DiTerlizzi:

It wears a mumu?

Onesie:

Awesome.

Tony DiTerlizzi:

Oh, nice.  Very good.

Onesie:

Nice.

Tony DiTerlizzi:

Where were you when I was doing the rhyme?

Onesie:

It’s like Bea Arthur or something.

Tony DiTerlizzi:

So we draw a toilet.  

Onesie:

You guys over here don’t want to see this.  Don’t worry.  

Tony DiTerlizzi:

Yes, those are those weird little bolts that, you know, you know.  Okay, wears a mumu.  Just like my grandma.  Okay.  All right, what is it -- how many eyes?  How many arms?

Onesie:

What does it look like?  What kind of body?  Sir?  Eight eyes.

Tony DiTerlizzi:

Of course, eight eyes.

Onesie:

Eight, that’s all?  Four arms?

Child Speaker:

Twelve.

Onesie: 

Twelve arms?  

Tony DiTerlizzi:

I’ve only got a half an hour, kid.  

Onesie:

This is no joke.  Every school we’ve been to -- we’ve been on book tour now for like weeks.  Every creature has either had to do with diapers, toilets, or poop.

Tony DiTerlizzi:

Yes.  

Onesie:

Never fails.

Tony DiTerlizzi:

Yes.

Onesie:

At least you guys are consistent.

Tony DiTerlizzi:

Yes.  All right, folks.  H is for the humu humu.  It lives in a toilet.  Make sure you flush when you’re done or you might just spoil it.

[applause]

Yes, our next item for auction on “Antiques Road Show” is this wonderful vintage 2006 drawing by award-winning illustrator once-award winning illustrator Tony DiTerlizzi, who began a downward spiral from the National Book Festival.  I will sign this, and if you want, I think we should give it away.  

[applause]

Onesie:

I don’t think -- no I don’t think they want you to give it away.  Should we give it away?

[applause]

eBay.

Tony DiTerlizzi:

Think about eBay, you’d get a good 10, maybe 12 bucks for this.  That would be good.   All right, so here we go.  A very simple -- hands down.  Now, Onesie, you’re going to see who gets their hand up first.

Onesie:

Okay.

Tony DiTerlizzi: 

You’re number one, after all, so whoever gets their hand up first and answers this very, very simple question -- well, hopefully simple.  We’ll find out if they’re in the right tent.  I need someone for me to please name three books by yours truly.  Okay, one book by yours truly.

Onesie:

All right, miss in the red sweatshirt.  

Tony DiTerlizzi:

Yes?  Come to the microphone.

Onesie:

Three books by Tony.  

Tony DiTerlizzi:

Do you know three?

Child Speaker:

“The Field Guy.”

Tony DiTerlizzi:

That’s one.

Child Speaker:

“G is for Gzonk!”

Tony DiTerlizzi:

That’s close enough.  Two.

Child Speaker:

“Spiderwick Notebook.”

Tony DiTerlizzi:

Hey, she won!  

[applause]

Come and get your lovely prize.

Onesie:

You’d better hold on tight to that.  The librarian will take you out for it.  

Tony DiTerlizzi:

Now, if we’ve got a few minutes, I would love to do Q&A.  Does anybody have any questions?  Any Qs, any As?   I see some people.  So if you want to come up to the microphone and ask, ask away, I will do my best to answer them.

Child Speaker:

How many books have you written, and what gave you the idea to write them?

Tony DiTerlizzi: 

How many books have I written and --

Onesie:

One.

Tony DiTerlizzi:

No, we covered that.  How many books have I written and what gave me the idea to write them?  I was a huge reader when I was a kid.  My mom read to me a lot when I was young.  I’m the oldest of three.  And I loved drawing since I was really young.  Any drawers in the audience, anybody like to draw?  A few drawers.  Nice, very nice.  And I would draw.  And when I was drawing stuff, I’d come up with stories.  Like, I loved drawing dinosaurs and I would draw dinosaurs like fighting UFOs.  I was like seven or eight and they’d be like aliens are invading earth and the dinosaurs are fighting them off and they’re shaking the UFO and the aliens are falling on the ground.  And little dinosaurs are eating the aliens.  And I’m like, “Yeah, dinosaurs win.”  And then an asteroid kills all the dinosaurs.  But that’s like when I was -- I just loved like reading books and playing video games and watching TV, just like filled my head with crazy ideas and imagination, and I just kept writing little stories to go with my pictures.  So hopefully that was a long-winded answer to your question.  Do you have a question?

Child Speaker:

Uh, well, I really like your “Spiderwick Chronicles,” and what gave you the idea for writing them?  And my name is Samantha, and my last name is Sedgwick. 

Tony DiTerlizzi:

Well, Hi Samantha Sedgwick.  How are you?  Nice to meet you.  What gave me the idea for the “Spiderwick Chronicles?”  “Spiderwick Chronicles,” which if you don’t know, is a series of books that I do with Ms. Holly Black, who’s also a writer, and we had got a letter from three kids.  We were at a book store signing, and we wanted to do the “Spiderwick” books and the series in the traditions of the Brothers Grimm, where they went out and actually had gotten an old story from the locals and then turned it into a fairy tale.  And that’s where we got kind of the idea for “Spiderwick.”  Holly writes young adult books.  I, as you can see, write completely idiotic pictures books.  And we met halfway in the middle and kind of co-created the “Spiderwick” books.  She went off and wrote them and I did the illustrations.  Is that an adequate answer, Samantha?  

Samantha Sedgwick:

Is this thing on?  Well, the illustrations on the cover I think are very nice looking.

Tony DiTerlizzi:

Oh, thank you.  Thank you very much.  Here’s 20 bucks.

Samantha Sedgwick:

Really?

Tony DiTerlizzi:

No, I’m a poor author.  All right, this side, this side.  Does anybody have a question?

Child Speaker:

How old were you when you started illustrating books?

Tony DiTerlizzi:

How old was I when I started doing books?  The books that got published or just making books?

Child Speaker:

Both.

Tony DiTerlizzi:

Both.  Of course.  I started making books -- my first book was a book about bugs.  I grew up in Florida, so I started collecting all of these bugs, and I made a little flipbook.  My mom bought me like a note card spiral bound book thing.  And I started drawing all these bugs and writing about the bugs and I was probably about nine years old.  And my first big children’s book that got published was “Jimmy Zingwell’s Out of This World Moon Pie Adventure,” which came out in 2000.  So, I haven’t been doing books that long.  Okay, back to this side.  Yes?

Child Speaker:

I’m Samantha Sedgwick’s sister.

Tony DiTerlizzi:

Hi.  Are there any more Sedgwicks here or is it just the two of you?

Child Speaker:

Two of us.  

Tony DiTerlizzi:

Okay, now are you going to -- do you have a better question than your sister?

Child Speaker:

Maybe.  

Tony DiTerlizzi:

Oh, okay.  Let’s see what you’ve got.  Fire.

Child Speaker:

What animal are you in the Chinese Zodiac? 

Tony DiTerlizzi:

I’m actually a male rooster.  And I will call it that for -- yes -- because there are children present, although I’ve been called that to my face from time to time.  So the boy rooster, the one with the -- never mind.  Question?

Child Speaker:

How do you come up with silly words?

Tony DiTerlizzi: 

How do I come up with silly words?  Well, there’s a couple of good formulas I’ve learned.  If you add the word pickle to any body part, it’s silly.  I’ll give you an instance.  Earpickle, nosepickle, doctor, I have a toothpickle.  I’ve got toepickles that need to get removed.  I just like taking silly words and then just -- taking real words and mashed them together to make silly words.  Or, I just make funny sounds and if it sounds like a word then I try to write it, like [unintelligible].  How, how would I spell that?  You know, G-Z-L -- and that’s how I come up with silly words.  How do you come up with silly words?  You don’t.  You’re like, “I don’t know, that’s why I’m asking you, smarty pants.”  Just be silly.  Just be silly.  There’s nothing wrong with being silly, I hope.   Question?  Are you a Sedgwick?  No, okay. Just wasn’t sure.  Those smart Sedgwicks, they’re trying to trip me up.

Child Speaker:

My name is Noel Gevline, daughter of the lovely lady right there.  

Tony DiTerlizzi:

Well, hello. 

Child Speaker:

I’m here with my two librarian teachers.  

Tony DiTerlizzi:

Oh, yes.  Very nice.  Thank you for coming.

Child Speaker:

What is your favorite book out of all the books you’ve made?

Tony DiTerlizzi:

Out of all the books I’ve made, I have a soft spot for a book that’s not as known, and it’s called “Ted,” and it’s about a little boy and his best friend and he lives with his dad, and his dad’s like a real busy worker.  He works a lot, and he doesn’t have a lot of time for him, and I think it’s something I could relate to.  I think it’s something a lot of people could relate to.  And I did a book about it.  So it’s “Ted.”  Is that okay?

Child Speaker:

But I mean -- did you-- what is your favorite book out of all the ones that you’ve written?  Have you written that one?  Yeah, the one that you’ve written.

Tony DiTerlizzi:

Like I said, it’s not really known.  

Child Speaker:

It’s not really known?

Tony DiTerlizzi:

No, not really known.  Okay, out of all the “Spiderwick” books -- okay, I love the second book, “The Seeing Stone.”  And my favorite character is Hog Squeal, because he curses and calls the kids funny names.  Is that good?  

Child Speaker:

Yeah.

Tony DiTerlizzi:

That’s what you were searching for.  I knew.  I knew if we worked together, we’d get to it.  Okay, question over here?

Child Speaker:

In this book, what’s your favorite creature?

Tony DiTerlizzi:

In the “G is for One Gzonk!”

Child Speaker:

Yeah.

Tony DiTerlizzi:

Oh, Cootie Noodle.  Come on, Cootie Noodle is funny.  Go to school tomorrow -- well, don’t go to school tomorrow.  There’s not going to be anybody there.  The janitor might be there.  You call him a Cootie Noodle, you’re going to get hit with a mop or something.  Call somebody in class a Cootie Noodle.  It will get laughs, man, I’m sure.  If not, I’ll send you five bucks.  It’s the best I can do.  

Child Speaker:

Can I have your autograph?

Tony DiTerlizzi:

You can.  You can have my autograph for $30.  You can make easy installment payments each month.  No, no.  I’ll be signing after here.  I don’t know when.  I’m sure somebody that organizes this knows when I’m signing.  Actually, Onesie?  

Onesie:

One.  No, I don’t know.  One to two.  Twelve to one.  

Tony DiTerlizzi:

Twelve to one.

Onesie:

I knew there were some ones in it.

Tony DiTerlizzi:

Yes, anytime after this until tomorrow.  At some point I’ll be signing.  I’m not sure when.  But yes, I’ll sign anything you have.  I’ll even sign other author’s books.  I don’t care.  Get your Tolkien signed.  Just split, you know, the profits with me when you sell it on eBay.  All right, question, question?  Yes?

Child Speaker:

Hi, I’m Nicholas.

Tony DiTerlizzi:

 Hi, Nicholas.  I’m Tony.

Child Speaker:

And I wanted to know how you came up with those crazy drawings?

Tony DiTerlizzi:

It’s this thing -- it’s called imagination.  No, you know, I just -- I love using my imagination.  I love turning off the TV and turning off the video games and putting books down and just seeing what I come up with for like five minutes.  And I just come up with like weird shapes and I just draw them and put smiley faces on them or put a pair of pants or diaper on them or whatever and go, “Oh, that’s a funny creature.”  And that’s kind of where I come up with a lot of my stuff.  So, imagination.

Child Speaker:

Thank you.

Tony DiTerlizzi:

You’re welcome.  Okay, last question, I believe.  Yes, last question?  So make it a doozy.

Child Speaker:

Are you going to write any more “Spiderwick Chronicles?”

Tony DiTerlizzi:

Oh, that’s a good question.  Holly and I are working on more “Spiderwick Chronicles” books.  They will come out next year.  Thank you.  Thank you.  We took a break because (a) we’d written a lot of “Spiderwick” books, and (b) we’ve been helping the folks who are working on the movie.  And the “Spiderwick Chronicles” movie is being filmed up in Montreal as we speak.  Let’s all go to Montreal.  Let’s just go.  Let’s go watch.  And it stars Freddie Highmore, who was in “Charlie and the Chocolate Factory.”  He’s going to play Jared and Simon.  So, go home and put that on your blog and go “I go the word from Tony D.”  But now that they’re up and running and doing it, Holly and I are working on the next set of stories.  They will take place in Florida.  So it’s a little different, yes.  Ladies and gentlemen, thank you guys so much for coming and seeing me.  It means a lot.  Thank you.

[applause]

[end of transcript]


