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K.C. Summers:

Well, working in the “Washington Post” “Travel Section,” I see a lot of travel books cross my desk, and it seems to me that with “1,000 Places to See Before You Die,” Patricia Schultz has written the perfect travel book because it functions as both a guidebook and as inspiration.  And it’s turned into that most desirable thing, a publishing phenomenon.  It’s an international bestseller, 2.5 million copies in print, it’s been translated into 20 languages, and it’s inspired a TV reality show.  What higher accolade could there be?  You can’t say this about a lot of travel books.  And Patricia Schultz does know what she’s talking about; she’s a veteran travel journalist, she’s got 25 years of experience, she’s written for “Frommer’s,” for Berlitz, for “Access Travel Guides,” and for “Conde Nast Traveler” magazine, “Islands” magazine, “Harper’s Bazaar” and she’s got a new book out, “1,000 Places to See in the U.S.A. and Canada Before You Die.”  And when she’s not traveling she lives in New York City.  So would you please welcome Patricia Schultz.

[applause]

Patricia Schultz:

Good morning.  Yes, good morning.  I’ve been up since forever.  I had the enormous honor and pleasure of being invited to the White House this morning for breakfast.

[laughter]

I lived in Washington for five years as an undergraduate at Georgetown.  I didn’t take five years to finish the university, but I did spend an extra year, and in all of those years I was never invited to the White House for breakfast.  And it was so long ago I can’t even remember who was the sitting president at the time but I remember there was somebody occupying the White House.  

Washington is one of my thousand places because I know it well, and the more you know it the more you understand that it should be on anyone’s short list, American, foreigner -- foreigner, or otherwise.  I don’t know what the otherwise would be; I guess foreigner is the catch-all for everyone not American.  But I love Washington, I come back gladly, I don’t come back half as often, I guess I’m too busy seeing the other millions of places around the world.  But Washington and my years at Georgetown were the turning point in my life because I came from a very small, sheltered, lovely, beautiful, scrappy, the “New York Times” called it, town in the mid-Hudson valley in upstate New York.  Our claim to fame was the Pete Seeger, who is still very much alive and singing his heart out, was our resident luminary.  Yes, thank you, Pete Seeger.  Is that you, Pete?

[laughter]

And when I came to Washington I was so sheltered that when everybody else was kind of, you know, scurrying around visiting campuses and applying to dozens of universities, I somehow, I don’t remember how, chose just one.  And it was Georgetown, and I applied to one university thinking, “Well of course they’ll want me.”  And I was lucky enough to have slipped under the radar because they had just kind of I think opened to female students and they had a quota and I was happy to fill it for them, thank you very much.  

But what happened is, in leaving my little bubble and coming to Washington, it had me understand that there was just so much more beyond the Hudson Valley and even New York City, which is where we went maybe once a year, a special trip into the Big Apple, and had me understand there was all of America and in fact all of North America.  And what happened with the very large, and very fascinating international student population at Washington, I realized that oh my God, there was an entire world, and I knew so very little about it.  So fast forward to junior year when most of my friends are going off to junior year programs, so in fact did I.  And if Georgetown turned me around, then my junior year sent me spinning.  And life ever after was just wonderful and internationally flavored.  Everything I learned there had me understand that my life would always be spent, hopefully, if there was any way that I could wrangle it, traveling around the globe and experiencing its myriad wonders.  

So I don’t want, it was touched upon a little in the introduction, I don’t want anyone to think that I was working in, you know, the post office and woke up one morning and decided to put together a book of this nature.  In fact, I’ve been traveling and traveling and traveling since ’85 as a professional travel guide.  But what happens with travel guides is that you’re really called upon to specialize in a particular area and I was lucky enough for my niche to be Italy.  And what isn’t wonderful about Italy?  So I gladly spent so many years combing what is a small country, when you look at the map.  I don’t want to be quoted on this, because I’m probably way off, but let’s say it’s the size of Florida in that it’s quite small when you think of it in terms of the globe.  But so much to offer, from the Dolomites and the Alps in the north to Sicily in the south, which almost really isn’t part of Italy; they call Palermo the northernmost African city in Europe.  The antiquities, the modern design, fashion, the food, I mean, can you have a bad meal in Italy?  I don’t think so, I never did, and I’ve been back a million times.  The people, the music, the art, world-class museums that are just chock a block with master works from, my preference is the Renaissance, but the Baroque, and the Middle Ages, Bizan -- I mean, it’s just, you could go on.  

So while I was lucky enough to have this standing assignment to cover Italy, I wanted to really expand my horizons.  And so in my own time, my private time, my recreational travel was just about anywhere that the wind blew me.  And I had the inordinate honor to be contacted by the publisher of “1,000 Places” in 1995, and we spoke, and it was soon obvious to both of us that this was an idea, this kind of life list, for people who were well-traveled such as I and not so well-traveled, such as him.  

But everybody has a life list and everybody understands in some way or form in some dimension of their character or their body that time is precious.  And if there was a certain controversy or a limited very small marginal amount of urgency that people picked up in this title.  In its day it was considered, back in ’95, people weren’t saying, “Oh you’ve gotta see this before you die,” or “You gotta do that before you die.”  And now it’s become almost commonplace and part of the pop vocabulary.  But back then, people took offense and there were some people, actually, who didn’t want to be included in the book because of the title, but I included them anyway and I think they’re happy.  

But there is this understanding in us that there is no dress rehearsal.  We have one life.  Do you want to live it to the maximum?  Do you want to do everything, I mean, do you want to take account now?  People are always in their heads or on paper creating some kind of road map or a life list.  And there was an article not too long ago in the “New York Times” and they interviewed me, what an honor that was, because I had always thought that this is what you do.  I think I had a life list when I was 11.  Mountain climbers have had this life list of doing the highest peak in each of the seven continents.  Birders have a life list, I always thought there were 100, 200 kinds of birds, what do I know?  I live in New York; there are pigeons.  

[laughter]

Seven hundred different kinds of birds; people travel -- people get on an airplane and travel for 22 hours to go to Mozambique to see a particular kind of bird that is only found there.  So we all are checking off always, we always want to know that we’re moving forward, that we’re doing and seeing and experiencing what we want to do because your knees have expiration dates, as this wonderful woman I met in Machu Picchu told me, she was 90.  And Machu Picchu, I don’t know if many of you have been to Machu Picchu, it’s on my short list.  My short list is a thousand places long, but on the abbreviated list of this many, Machu Picchu should figure because it is unlike any other place on the globe.  The Lost City of the Incas that was discovered not so long ago by a traveling professor who was led there by the hand by a local child, you know, 10-year-old shepherd who knew about it as well as the local people did but it had kind of faded into oblivion and was overgrown.  It was the ceremonial city, they believe, of the Incas and it’s fascinating.  It’s not at all easy to get to, in fact it’s at 11,000 feet, you fly into Cuzco in the Andes and then you descend to a mere 9,000 feet in one of these zigzag trains that goes to Machu Picchu.  

So here I am, sitting in the lobby of the hotel, clutching an oxygen mask to my face and this woman just tools up to me and introduces herself.  Her name is Edith Jones, she’s from Newark, N.J., she’s 90 years old.  She was celebrating her 90th, and they were celebrating, she and her husband who’s 92, he was resting in the room --

[laughter]

-- their 70th wedding anniversary and she said, “You know, your knees have expiration dates and I’m on my second pair -- 

[laughter]

-- and they’re 4 years old and I’m told I have another 16 years.”  And she said, “I’ve raised my children, I raised my grandchildren, I just put my great-grandchildren through college,” and she said, “As a gift to me,” her youngest grandchildren had given her a gift for her 90th birthday and it was called “1,000 Places to See Before You Die,” she said, “Perhaps you’ve heard of it.”

[laughter]

Oh Edith, and I want to be Edith when I grow up, because she was starting at 90 and she had a list and man, she was going to see it.  She had done everything that was important to herself in life, and to her family, and now she was doing those final things before she felt she could check out, and felt that she had done it all and seen it all and did what she wanted to do.  

So if this book has been even slightly influential in how people have experienced it as something of a wake-up call, or have understood a little bit better that, as somebody told me in the tourism world in London just a few days ago, that the British think that America is all about New York, Orlando, and San Francisco.  That they have reduced North America to three wonderful cities but that’s kind of sad.  But then on the other hand, what do we know about the U.K. or anything beyond that?  I think we know very little, I think our sense of geography is at best, limited.  

I think that because we have just two weeks every year, and how sad is that, and how easy it is to just paint the garage or clean out the closets or just chill.  And imagine taking two consecutive weeks together, is your desk going to be there when you come back?  We’re often not encouraged to take such a big chunk of time when Europeans take quite easily four, five, six weeks and then come back and at Christmas take another two weeks.  So that’s very civilized but alas, it’s not the real world in America.  I think time is very precious to us and money is precious.  At the end of the day it’s often those two things that determine where we go, how long we stay, where we stay when we’re there, our hotel choice, you know, where you eat, what you see, what you do.  

And the beauty of this book I think, I hope, is that the demographic that it appeals to is across the board because it reflected what I enjoy and I enjoy just about everything.  Call me easy, but there’s nothing that doesn’t interest me.  History, the museums, the food, the festivals, the people, people-watching, more people-watching, natural beauty, man-made beauty, the newest and the most novel and the freshet and the antiquities that are so ancient that as an American I often times have a hard time just wrapping my head around things that you see in ruins and rumbles and in piles.  And it’s all interesting to me because it’s -- hello?  Oh!  I’m back -- because it all opens me up.  I think that when I left Beacon, New York and set off for Georgetown it was the first step in what I hope to be countless in understanding just how much awaits you outside of your little bubble, but you have to get off the couch.  

You know it’s wonderful to watch the Travel Channel, hey, one of the shows that I produced is there, and on a flat screen it all looks pretty enticing and remarkable and romantic, but there’s nothing like the real thing.  And you see all these shows, and you read all the guidebooks, “1,000 Places” and otherwise, and you think you’ve got it all figured out and then you go.  And you realize that there’s nothing like the real thing and until you have that people contact, that very real interaction with the cab driver or the girl that’s behind the desk at the hotel, or somebody that you kind of lean over to at the café and say, “Oh what is that that you’re eating?” and you know, stay with them for the rest of the day being taken by the hand as they oftimes do in Venice where it’s just one big labyrinth, and they often will take you and show you their homes.  

Because all you need to do, I think, is have people understand that you’re there visiting their homes, you’re the interloper, you’re there with respect, you’re there with curiosity, you’ve gotten on a train or you’ve walked or you’ve hitchhiked or you’ve gotten on a Greyhound or an airplane and you’ve traveled down the road or across the country or to the other side of the world and you’re there to see how they do things and why they do things and the American way is not the only way.  And you come back a very different person, and Einstein said something that I will take the liberty of paraphrasing in a much less eloquent way, but something about how when you expand your mind it never quite reverts back to its original form.  And how brilliant is that?  And you almost hope there’s a guarantee that that will happen, because you want your mind and your heart and your whole self to remain expanded, because there’s so much to absorb there’s so much to understand, and if you stay put and if you stay rooted, and the more you don’t travel, the more you don’t travel -- and I’m gone again.  I don’t think I’m being censored -- 

[laughter]

And until you get up and out and go and see, you know, the more I travel the more I understand that I know pretty much this much.  We did the first book, it was a huge success, and it’s kind of strange because if you go into any travel corner of an average Barnes and Noble, you’ll see that there are a couple bajillion travel books about just about any imaginable destination in the world.  Places you didn’t even know existed or whose names you can’t pronounce, and there they are, 15 books on that destination alone.  

But I think the – I think, and I am hard pressed to really know, why this book resonated and struck a chord is because it was someone’s humble, personal, private list of not the only thousand places, although some people did misinterpret it as that, and therefore it opened this dialogue how could you possibly have overlooked x?  It was my list, I chose not to write a lot about places I haven’t seen, which is much of the world, but rather places I have seen that I knew needed to be shared, that I knew weren’t household destinations.  And that I knew for all of the Brits out there who think that America is about New York, Orlando, and San Francisco, so do people think that Italy is all about Rome and Venice or that the entire continent of Africa is all about Cape Town.  

So I wanted to open up the possibilities, I wanted to have people understand that it’s all doable, it’s all possible, it’s all remarkable.  And it’s all something, if there’s this much curiosity in your being, that travel is what you need to do in your life.  It’s an experience that is priceless, it’s invaluable, it changes you, it makes you a better person.  It makes you a better person.  It makes you a better person.  They can lose your luggage, they can spit on you, they can insult your government, it doesn’t matter.  The experience you bring back with you is ultimately a positive one that makes you a better person.  I think we should all travel more.  This idea about leaving the kids at home until they’re old enough to appreciate -- I don’t believe that happens.  I don’t think -- I think it’s a good excuse, I don’t think it’s something you should, I don’t think it’s anything real.  

Because I myself at four years old was dragged along to Atlantic City by my parents in the backseat, I don’t think we had air conditioning, and Atlantic City was no great shakes.  It was pre-Donald Trump but it was all sand and surf and the great unknown and I wandered off from that beach blanket and it just is my first travel experience.  And the idea of wandering untethered, exploring, adventure, the unknown, everything was new and novel and exciting to me, and I don’t think I’ve stopped ever since.  So bring the kids.  Kids should travel more, grandparents should travel more, our politicians should travel more, the earth, the whole world should travel more.  I know that we wait until we win the lottery, I know that we wait until we retire, I know that we wait until the tuitions are paid off and the mortgages paid off and all of a sudden you’re 90 years old.  

And unlike Edith from Newark, N.J., who’s out there experiencing all the Machu Picchus of the world, instead you wake up and you’re 90, and you’re home, you know, on the front porch and you haven’t understood how travel is pretty easy.  All you need to want to do is want to do it.  

And I’m hoping that this book is a way to make travel easier.  When I was a kid, we’d go up in the attic and spin the globe around and you’d stop it with your finger and ooh, Madagascar.  Did I ever go to Madagascar when I was 11?  No, but it always stayed somewhere back here and ultimately I did, and the world is filled with these Madagascars.  The book tells you then how to get there, when to go; you don’t want to save up for five years and go to Bangkok and then get there and it’s monsoon season and you spend the whole time in your hotel room either.  

I should mention a little bit about the new book however because the immediate popularity and response to the first book, that took me eight years to write, while I was researching and traveling and writing and writing, and traveling some more.  The publisher came to me almost immediately and said what every freelance writer wants to hear, which is that, “I think we should have a talk about the next book.” Yes!  But when you do a world book about travel around the world, then you know, what do you do after that?  You know, like intergalactical, cosmic travel.  And in fact there was a great cartoon in the “Daily News” about this man, a profile, and he was contemplating the cover of a book which pretty much was my own, and it said, “’1,000 Places to See After You Die’ by Shirley MacLane.”

 

[laughter]

 

So Shirley never called, and as a follow-up to the first book, which we call our original book, or our world book, then it was almost kind of a no-brainer I think to then kind of go microcosmic and to choose one place of those thousand places and explore in-depth.  And this is my homeland and my home turf and my heartland and this is North America and really is there any other continent on the globe that is so chock-a-block with possibilities, an embarrassment of possibilities, as we call it?  And so the new book is “1,000 Places to See in the U.S.A. and Canada Before You Die,” and what a mouthful, and that we even fit it onto the cover without creating one of those accordion covers was something that the art department was very proud about.  

As with the first book, I had those people who said to me, “How will you ever find a thousand places?” and I’m thinking, well, do you travel much?  So with this book people were saying to me, “How will you ever find a thousand places in North America?”  And I’m thinking, hey, I could find a thousand places in New York City alone, which is my hometown.  A thousand places in Washington.  So did I have a problem at all?  No, in fact, the real challenge was keeping it down to just a thousand.  

And it’s a little bit of everything, as we did with the first book, a real mixed bag of the extravagant.  I’m only turning 51, so my parents are only celebrating their 50th anniversary once, I’m only graduating from medical school once before I work for the next 75 years of my life, I’m only, you know, I’m celebrating life.  I’m celebrating the fact that it’s the 29th of September.  You really don’t need much of a reason, do you?  I’m celebrating the fact that I like to travel.  

So this book is that mixed bag.  Our greatest parks, our greatest museums big and small, our festivals; within festivals we have music festivals, within the music festivals we have -- oops, there I go again -- within the music festivals we have classical music, we have opera, we have jazz, we have Creole, zydeco, etc.  Other festivals are food festivals, architecture festivals, every year they have the best architecture festival in Chicago.  The best restaurants, again the choice, you’ve got to eat there once in your lifetime or die complaining kind of restaurants such as maybe the French Laundry in Napa, Sonoma, and the wine country in California.  

Or the real kind of, you know, best cheese steak in Philadelphia, best hot dog, which is Super Dog in Chicago.  The best of everything.  But then again what is the best?  Travel is such a personal thing, if I were to ask each of you what your idea of the best this or the best that, or what you’ve got to do or what you must see, you’d get answers across the board.  But with a thousand places to play with I get to include a little bit of everything and I think you’d be hard pressed not to find a couple hundred places that will keep you very busy.  So I drew up a list.  Because you now have 2,000 places to deal with.

[laughter]

And people are always saying to me, “But you’ve, you know, been to all these places?” and the jury is very divided, there are half of you that assume that in order for me to write about them that you must visit them or else how would you know they belong in the book?  And the other half of you think that well, unless you’re 300 years old and you were born with a trust fund, how could you possibly?  So somewhere down the middle is that gray area.  People understand that I’m a professional travel writer so I’ve been doing this a long time.  If I haven’t actually been to the place, there are just some places in life that you know that you want to see.  The Grand Canyon, the Taj Mahals, the Patagonias, the African Safaris.  I may not have been to them or seen them, although the above mentioned I have, but they’re my own life list places that I just want to see before I check out, or reach my third pair of knees.  

Talking about the second book, which is the U.S.A. and Canada, I drew up a very short list, very short list, in fact I left my notes back at the hotel so oh well.  I was just so excited about going to the White House for breakfast --

[laughter]

-- that to give you an idea of what the book is about; festivals.  But then I forgot to write which festivals I thought were the best.  But the best festivals I think, also this brings to mind this idea about the fragility of our lives and our health, and the dress rehearsal thing.  And you don’t know if you’re going to be here when you retire 30 years from now, or when the grandkids are out of the house, and you finally, you know, we’re going to wait.  Yeah, there’s no waiting, folks.  Because it’s not just about us but it’s also about these places.  Because one Hurricane Katrina, or one tsunami, or I don’t know if you remember the forest fires that whipped through California or Lake Tahoe or Greece about a month ago.  They came within centimeters of wiping out antiquities that had been there.  You just keep thinking the Parthenon is always going to be there.  Well guess what?  Maybe it’s not.  

So grab that moment and carpe diem, and festivals, I digress, but the reason I said that is because Katrina almost wiped out New Orleans.  And I think you owe it to yourself to see New Orleans because in the French Quarter it is almost as if it never happened.  It’s not depressing; you don’t have to wait until the dust settles.  If anything go there now and support the city because it’s as magnificent as always.  And the Jazz Fest festival in New Orleans I think is one of the best anywhere.

Parks, national parks, Zion and Bryce and Utah, I think Utah should be one big protected state because it’s so stunningly gorgeous.  But I said that about Idaho as well a few months ago when we drove through like with our mouths open because you’re riding through one big postcard.  Historic districts, Quebec, Quebec City is celebrating its 400th, that means like Jamestown, Va., kind of, 400, 1608, it was settled by the French.  Forget about Paris and celebrate North America.  Quebec City, the historic district, is protected as it should be, it’s a UNESCO site.  Next year they’re having Cirque de Soleil on every street corner in the squares, sit in the cafes, you’ll be convinced you’re on the other side of the ocean.  

Islands.  We don’t have Caribbean islands, they’re not tropical, but the San Juan Islands in the Puget Sound off of  -- off of the state of Washington, the Barrier Islands off of North and South Carolina and Georgia, Little St. Simons, not to be confused with St . Simons, and small museums.  We have the world class major here, a couple dozen of them, you’ve seen them all a dozen times, but the small ones.  The Barnes Foundation in Philadelphia, which may or may not move, who knows?  If it does it’s just down the road, it’s still going to be in Philadelphia.  The Isabella Gardner [Museum] in Boston.  They’re more intimate, they’re once what were private collections, you understand something of the person with vision and deep pockets behind them, now left for all of the public to see and experience.  And about 992 other possibilities to build the new book on the U.S.A. and Canada.  But I think I’m out of time.  So thank you so much for coming, I think the idea is – I think the idea is --

[applause]

-- to grab this moment and the fact that you’re here at all has me think that maybe I’m selling ice to the Eskimos because you’re probably far better traveled than I.  We have a few minutes to do any questions if you would like my answer, and if I don’t know the answer, I’ll make it up.  There are microphones here and there I think, and if anyone is planning their son’s honeymoon, [laughs] I get all kinds of questions.  But if anyone has any questions, yes, sir.

Male Speaker:

I’m planning a trip to Italy for the first time for 30 days.

Patricia Schultz:

Wow, lucky you!

Male Speaker:

In April, with my wife.  My question to you is, we’re debating.  We’re flying in to Rome, out of Venice.  Should we go down to the Amalfi Coast, or after Rome basically head north into Tuscany?  

Patricia Schultz:

The Amalfi Coast is bellisima.  And it’s so different.  The beauty of Italy is that until 1860 it was very much segregated regions and isolated, so the difference between what you’ll find south of Rome as you head north to Florence and into the northern areas is night and day.  And 30 days, you got some time to play with.

Male Speaker:

Right.

Patricia Schultz:

So I would suggest not to miss the Amalfi Coast because it is one of those dream drives that, if you’re ok with vertigo, and you’re the designated driver, unfortunately, whoever’s riding in the passenger seat’s going to have a great time as long as they don’t look down.  And it’s beautiful and the food is wonderful and it’s that whole Neapolitan way of life that you won’t find even in Rome and certainly not as you head north.  And Venice is not even Italy.  Venice is not of this world.  So just give everything proper time because the beauty of Italy is to just sit and take it all in and enjoy it and live as if you were a local.  And maybe you can look into some real estate when you’re there.  

[laughter]

Male Speaker:

[laughs] Thank you.  

Patricia Schultz:

You probably will.  Yes?

Female Speaker:

Yes.  My friend and I are both world travelers, we’ve been traveling our whole lives, and usually after we do a trip she’ll write it up on a blog on the Internet, and we were both wondering how would we, we’d like to do freelance writing for like the Travel Channel or travel magazines or even travel guides.  How would you, should we continue with blogging on the ‘Net?

Patricia Schultz:

Well certainly, blogging on the ‘Net gives you incredible experience and it also gives you some kind of portfolio even though it’s electronic, that’s probably the only kind of portfolios there are anymore.  But I wrote for travel magazines for years and years and years by pitching to them on spec, which means that there is no promise, and they really expect you to cover all of your expenses and do all of your research and take the time that it takes to go there and come back and write it up.  Oftimes, many times, submit it to them and then it’s never in print, but oh well.  

It’s part of the process and for years and years I never really was able to quit my nine to five, but it doesn’t matter because it gave me such satisfaction and such enjoyment, and I always went with the thought of knowing that maybe just maybe I was going to someday see that piece in print.  And when I did, it’s still like framed and on my wall because it was the biggest joy of my life I think, to know that somebody wanted to read about what I had just experienced.  

So keep blogging away, keep doing mass mailings to travel magazines.  Ultimately, there’s going to be one editor who likes your idea, who’s going to give you a break, and that’s all you need is one.  And then the rest hopefully will be history.  And good luck.  

Female Speaker:

Thanks.

Patricia Schultz:

Hi there.

Female Speaker:

Hi.  A few years ago I took a French course, and there was a young man 00 before going to France.  But there was a young man who said I am graduating from college and I am going to Europe, I have to do it right this once.  What would you tell him?

Patricia Schultz:

He’s going to Europe?

Female Speaker:

He was going to Europe and he insisted that he was only going once, he had to do it right.  What would you tell him?

Patricia Schultz:

What to see in Europe?

Female Speaker:

Yeah.  I told him I don’t think you can do it right, you can’t do it all in one time.  You have to keep going back.

Patricia Schultz:

Well absolutely, but then you have to also I think, acknowledge and appreciate that people have obligations and such limitations and if at any time the alternative is to not do it at all, then you just encourage them to see what they can and as much as they can.  And some people will go for, you know, three weeks and stay in one city, and how beautiful is that because you’re really kind of set in your roots and understand it better than anyone ever will who’s rushing through in a day and a half.  Or, like me, in three weeks you see more than what many people see in four months.  So whatever the individual’s interest is, whatever time, whatever budget they have, I encourage them absolutely go, see, enjoy.  See as much as you can, eat as much as you can, talk to as many people as will talk back to you [laughs] and enjoy.

Female Speaker:

Thank you.

Patricia Schultz:

Thank you very much.  And I believe that was my last question.  

[applause]

So thank you for coming.  Thank you, thank you.  Keep on traveling, enjoy it all, and carpe diem.

[end of transcript]


