Proposed changes to the Holdings Abstract Record Schema

Background:

A subgroup of NISO Standard Committee AV, the committee charged with developing a US National profile for Z39.50 met in Minneapolis in January to develop recommendations for the treatment of holdings in the draft profile.  The group  comprised Dana Dietz, Slavko Manojlovich, Christina Meyer, Bill Moen, Mark Needleman and Joe Zeeman. Substantial progress was made in the course of the 1-day meeting, the outcome of which is being reported by Bill Moen.

During the course of the groups discussion, several weaknesses and one error were discovered in the Abstract Record Schema for Holdings.  The following is a proposal to amend the schema to correct the error and remedy the weaknesses.  They are listed in order of the severity of the proposed change.

Proposed Changes: 

1.  The error.  The current schema contains an element “physicalFormDesignator” as a component of a BibPart.  On reflection it seems incorrect and misleading to have this element here.  The BibPart reflects a logical view of a serial part and is largely independent of the physical form of the part.  A bibPart may be held in microform or paper or electronically without changing the relationship of the part to its parent and children and without changing its enumeration and chronology.  It seems to the subgroup that physical form should more correctly be seen as an attribute of a piece or of a copy.  We therefore proposed moving the element to both piece and copy.    To avoid specifying the set of codes multiple times, it is proposed to create a new datatype “PhysicalPieceCode” to contain the code values and to have two elements, “copyPhysicalFormDesignator” and “piecePhysicalFormDesignator” that are instances of the datatype.

2.  The SummaryEnum datatype comprises a “startingEnum” and an optional “startingChron”, “endingEnum” and “endingChron”.  It seems necessary to allow the SummaryEnum to carry an unstructured statement of enumeration.  It is therefore proposed to add “unstructured” to SummaryEnum.  A consequence of this is that the “unstructured” choice of  “childEnumChronSummary” becomes redundant.  It is therefore proposed to remove this element.

3.  ESN B-1 has the “actualBibItem” choice of “bibItemInfo” mandatory.  We believe this should be optional.  There are many circumstances in which it is appropriate to deliver a B-1 holdings record without an embedded bib record.

4.  ESN B-1 has the “remoteHoldingsData” element mandatory.  This seems unnecessary and it is proposed to make it optional.

5. ESN B-1 has the “locationName” element of SiteLocation excluded.  We believe this is inappropriate and recommend having it optional.

6. ESN C-1 has the “summaryReservationInfo” element of CopyLocation mandatory.  We believe it should be optional.

7. ESN C-1 has the “numberOfCopies” element of CopyLocation mandatory.  We believe it should be optional.

