By Hs EXCELLENCY = :

CASAR RODNEY, Elg;

Prefident, Captéin-G’e_:neral and Commander in Chief of the
DELAW ARE STATE,

A
PROCLAMATION.
W HERE AS the Honourable the Congrefs did on the twentieth Day of this in-
ftant March, Refolve, « That it be recommended to the feveral States to ap-
point the firft Thurfday in May next to be a Day of Fafting, Humiliation, and Prayer to
Almighty GOD, that he will be Eleafed to avert thofe impending Calamities which we
have but too well deferved : That he will grant us his Grace to repent of our Sins, and a-
mend our Lives according to his holy Word : That he will continue that wonderful Pro-
teCtion which hath led us through the Paths of Danger and Diftrefs: That he will be a
e Hufband to the Widow, and a Father to the Fatherlefs Children, who weep over the Bar-
barities of a favage Enemy: That he will grant us Patience in Suffering, and Fortitude
in Adverfity : That he will infpire us with Humility, Moderation, and Gratitude in prof-
perous Circumflances: That he will give Wifdom to our Councils, Firmnefs to our
Refolutions, and Viétory to our Arms: That he will blefs the Labours of the Hufband-
man, and pour forth Abundance, fo that we may enjoy the Fruits of the Earth in due
Seafon : That he will caufe Union, Harmony, and mutual Confidence to prevail through-
out thefe States: That he will beftow on our great Ally all thofe Bleflings which may e-
nable him to be glorioufly inftrumental in protecting the Rights of Mankind, and pro-
moting the Happinefs of his Subjeéts: That he will bountifully continue his paternal
Care to the Commander in Chief, and the Officers and Soldiers of the United States :
That he will grant the Bleflings of Peace to ‘all contending Nations, Freedom to thofe
who are in Bondage, and Comfort to the Affli¢ted: That he will diffufe ufeful Know-
ledge, extend the Influence of true Religion, and give us that Peace of Mind which the
World cannot give : That he will be our Shield in the Day of Battle, our Comfort in the
Hour of Death, and our kind Parent and merciful Judge through Time and through
Eternity”. . : J
Ido ¥htrefore by and with the Advice of the Privy-Council appoint Thur/day the fixth
Day of May next to be obferved as a Day of Fafting, Humiliation, and Prayer through-
out this State. And I do moft earneftly recommend it to the Inhabitants thereof te omit
on that Day all Recreations unfuitable to the Purpofe of fuch Solemnity, to attend Plac-
es of Publick Worfhip, to humble themfelves before Almighty GOD, implore his Pro-
tection and Bleffings, * and that he would not permit our Land to become the Prey of the
Spoiler, our Borders to be ravaged, or our Habitations deftroyed.”

G IV E N under my Hand and Great-Seal of Jaid State at Dover the thirtieth Day
of March, in the Year of our Lord One Thoufand Seven Hundred and Seventy-
nine, and in the third Year of our Independence.

s CAEZASAR RODNE?.
By bis Excellency’s Commiand,

James Boorn, Secretary.

http://hdl.loc.gov/loc.rbc/rbpe.01302600

Library of Congress www.loc.gov/teachers



