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Constructing AAPs for cancelled and online
conferences

Many conferences in 2020 have chosen to cancel, switch to online, or use a hybrid model of virtual and
in-person. The following guidance is intended to assist catalogers apply current RDA rules for
constructing authorized access points (AAP) for these conferences.

The primary challenge for these conferences AAPs is addressing location, which is a core element.
Guidance below focuses on applying RDA 11.3.2.3, Recording Location of Conference, Etc.

Canceled conferences

If a conference is cancelled, it will likely still yield publications and proceedings and necessitate an AAP.
A cancelled conference is understood to have no location, because it did not occur. RDA 11.3.2.3 states:
“Record a name of place in which the conference, etc., was held ...”

A cancelled conference will have no location, but could include a number and date. The NACO Advisory
group recommends the following:

For numbered conferences:
e Record the number of the meeting in subfield $Sn
e Record the intended date of the meeting in subfield Sd
e Do not record a location

Example: Clinical Nutrition and Research Symposium $n (20th : $d 2020)

For unnumbered conferences:
e Record the intended date of the meeting in subfield Sd
e Do not record a location

Example: SEAALL Annual Meeting $d (2020)

Online conferences

A conference that takes place online has a location, according to the last exception listed in RDA
11.3.2.3:

“Record Online as a location for conference, etc., that was held online.”

e Record location in Sc as “Online”:

Example: International Conference on Technologies and Applications for Fuel Cell, Plug-In
Hybrid, and Electric Vehicles $d (2018 : Sc Online)

Example: Verfassungsblog (Symposium) $d (2015 : $c Online)
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Hybrid conference (in a physical location and online)

RDA 11.3.2.3 does not address the case where a conference is held both in one or more physical
locations and online. In general, such conferences take place wholly in one or more physical locations
with some registrants viewing the proceedings (either in whole or in part) online.

In this case, the NACO Advisory Group recommends that the last exception to RDA 11.3.2.3 not be

applied (i.e. do not record “Online” as a location but instead limit the location to the physical
location(s)).
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