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BACKGROUND:  A festschrift is a complimentary or memorial publication usually in the form 
of a collection of essays, addresses, or biographical, bibliographical, scientific, or other 
contributions, often embodying the results of research, issued in honor of a person, an institution, 
or a society, usually on the occasion of an anniversary celebration.  This instruction sheet 
provides guidelines for assigning subject headings to festschriften. 
 
 
 
 
1.  Topic(s).  Assign a heading or headings to cover the subject matter of the festschrift as a 
whole, normally without form subdivision.  (The subdivision BAddresses, essays, lectures, 
formerly used for this type of material, was discontinued in 1986.) 
 
If the work is the result of a congress held in honor of the person, society, etc., use the form 
subdivision BCongresses. 
 
 
 
2.  Honoree(s).  Assign a heading for the name of the person or corporate body in whose honor 
the publication is issued only if more than 20% of the work is about the person or corporate 
body. 

 
If the work contains a bibliography relating to the honoree which is more than 20% of the work, 
assign the name of the honoree with the subdivision BBibliography 


