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Eye Spy Answers for the 2014 Book Festival Poster 

2014 National Book Festival ~ Kids and Teachers Resources

You can download a copy of the poster online from the Kids-Teachers website at:
http://www.loc.gov/bookfest/kids-teachers/hostyourown/poster.html

Thanks to the Mensa Education and Research Foundation for developing the Eye Spy activity for this year’s festival poster.

1. Question: Can you find the president’s and first lady’s names? 

Answer: The names of President and Mrs. Obama are under the big 
red book in the lower curve of the moon. You can find a list of all 
former presidents at http://www.whitehouse.gov/about/presidents. 
First Lady Laura Bush hosted the Festival from 2001 to 2008.  Since 2009, the Obamas have 
been honorary co-chairs. 

2. Question: How many red stripes are in the moon’s hat?  

Answer: There are fourteen red stripes on the moon’s hat. Fourteen 
is a very cool number because it is the sum of its first three squares, 
making it a square pyramidal number. It is the atomic number of 
silicon, the maximum number of clubs a PGA golfer can have in 
his bag, the number of lines in a sonnet, the number of days in a 
fortnight, and the number of pounds in the British stone.

3. Question: Be a book detective. Inspect the text in the light blue stars and try to identify 
the novel the text is from? 

Answer: The words are from the novel Moby Dick by Herman Melville. Its 
opening line, “Call me Ishmael” is one of the most famous opening lines in 
literature. The American Book Review lists it first on their list of top 100 best 
opening lines in literature. 
See the whole list at http://americanbookreview.org/100bestlines.asp.  
On the Library of Congress’s list of “Books that Shaped America,” the Library has 
wonderful Moby Dick resources. You can read the entire book here, and see a 
fantastic map of the voyage here. Moby Dick was on the Festival poster in 2009 
as well. Can you find the white whale here?

4. Question: How many lighted windows can you find?

Answer: There are thirty-two lighted windows in the silhouetted buildings. The Romans were 
the first to use glass in windows.  We get the word from the Old Norse word “vindauga,” which 
literally means “wind eye.”

5. Question: There are five Washington, D.C. landmarks in the 
silhouette below the moon, Can you identify them?

http://www.whitehouse.gov/about/presidents
http://bit.ly/moby-dick-full-text
http://bit.ly/moby-dick-map
http://www.loc.gov/bookfest/pdf/posters/2009.pdf
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Answer: Left to right they are: the Lincoln Memorial, the 
White House, the Washington Memorial, The United States 
Capitol building, and the Thomas Jefferson Building of the 
Library of Congress. Do you have a favorite? The National 
Park Service operates the Mall, including the monuments 
and parks around it. 
Visit http://www.nps.gov/nama/index.htm to learn more.

6. Question: What phase is the moon in? 

Answer: The moon is in the waning crescent phase because Washington D.C. is 
in the northern hemisphere. In the southern hemisphere, this would be a waxing 
crescent. You can see what phase the moon was in when you were born at this site.  

7. Question: How may eyes can you find?  

Answer: There is only one eye in the poster, and it belongs to the moon.  There 
are many one-eyed creatures in literature and movies, including the Cyclops, the 
Basilisk from Marvel Comics, and many of the minions in “Despicable Me.”

8. Question: Can you find the reading advice the Library shares? 

Answer: “Stay up with a good book” in under the bottom left curve of 
the moon. You can read authors’ advice to readers in the 2013 Children’s 
Guide to the National Book Festival here. 
What suggestions do you have for other readers?

http://bit.ly/phase-cal
http://bit.ly/bookfest-guide-2013

