Cham

The Cham romanization table is used for Akhar Thrahin Ninh Thuén and Binh Thuén provinces, Vietnam
(Eastern Cham) and Akhar Srak in Cambodia (Western Cham).

Akhar Thrah Akhar Srak Romanization Akhar Thrah Akhar Srak  Romanization
InG Ing Enaa Enaa Enaa
Akhar Akhar  Akhar Akhar Dead Ind Akhar Akhar
Hadiip Mdtai  Papoh  Mutai Living (Ending) Hadiip Papoh Living
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Living Vowel Modlifiers modify
the inherent vowel without
ending the word
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‘Dead Feet Characters’ are vowel modifiers with
inherent consonant or vowel endings
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-aa- (see Note 1)



Special Characters from Western Cham
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Romanization
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Numerals

Romanization

Pronunciation/Language Notes

soft
soft
(rolled /r/)

Title indicating respect

Marker of negation

*repeats the preceding written
word



Examples

The following are examples of Cham romanization from the Cham calendar.

Akhar Thrah Akhar Srak Romanization

e M3 Tikuh

vy MV Kubaw
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82U oYM Tapay

cgaﬁ P co;w" VTP Ina Garay Enaa Garay
(see note 2)
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JW}Q ;V'Vf Pabuei

Notes

1. The Hua Bilau character marks the written word and ends in a vowel sound in Eastern Cham. In
Western Cham the Hua Bilau is known as the ‘Plao A’ and is only used to elongate vowel sounds.
So for the purposes of romanization, in Western Cham, /a/ becomes /aa/ and /o/ becomes /oo/,
etc. The Cham textbook compilation society and certain Eastern Cham manuscripts also seem to
use the Hua Bilau to elongate the vowel sound. However, this usage is frequently critiqued by
senior experts in the Eastern Cham language and script. For the practical purposes of this
standard, the Hua Bilau elongates the vowel if it appears in the middle of a word, and if the Hua
Bilau appears at the end of a word, it means that the word can end with a vowel sound.

2. The word ‘Ind’ in Eastern Cham is Romanized as ‘Enaa’ in Western Cham in accordance with a
spelling variation.



