
 
 

 

  

  
  

 

 
 

 

 

 

  

 
 

  

Greek, Modern (after 1453) 

Vernacular Romanization 	 Vernacular Romanization 
Α A 	 α a 
Β V 	 β v 
Γ G 	 γ g 

γγ ng 
Γκ Gk γκ gk (initially and finally) 

nk (medially) 

γξ nx 
γχ nch 

Δ D 	 δ d 
Ε E 	 ε e 
Ζ Z 	 ζ z 
Η Ē 	 η ē 
Θ Th 	 θ th 
Ι I 	 ι i 
Κ K 	 κ k 
Λ L 	 λ l 
Μ M 	 μ m 
Μπ B μπ 	 b (initially) 

mp (medially and finally) 

Ν N 	 ν n 
Ντ D̲ ντ 	 	d̲ (initially) 

nt (medially and finally) 

Ξ X		 ξ x 
Ο O 	 ο o 
Π P 	 π p 
Ρ R 	 ρ r 
Σ S 	 σ, ς (final) s 
Τ T 	 τ t 
Υ Y 	 υ y (u in diphthongs) 
Φ Ph 	 φ ph 
Χ Ch 	 χ ch 
Ψ Ps 	 ψ ps  
Ω Ō 	 ω ō 



 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

  
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 
    

 
 
 

Notes 

Polytonic orthography 

The rough breathing ( ῾ ) is romanized h. When it appears with a vowel or a diphthong, the h 
precedes the romanized vowel or diphthong; when it appears with rho ( Ῥ, ῥ), the h follows the 
romanized rho (Rh, rh). The h is supplied as necessary when the rough breathing does not 
appear in the Greek vernacular text (for example, when the text is in all capitals).   

Other diacritical marks, such as the smooth breathing, the coronis, acute, circumflex, and grave 
accents, and the diaeresis, as well as iota subscript and adscript, are omitted in romanization. 

Monotonic orthography 

The only diacritical marks are the acute accent and the diaeresis.  Both are omitted in 
romanization. 

Identification
	

Katharevousa, an archaizing form of modern Greek, is written in polytonic orthography.  Demotic, 

the colloquial form, can be written in either polytonic or monotonic.  In 1976, demotic became the 

official language of Greece; in 1982, monotonic became the official orthography.   


If it is not evident whether the text to be romanized is in polytonic or monotonic orthography, 

examine the rest of the item.  If that provides no information, consider an item issued before 1982 
to be in polytonic, and an item issued in 1982 or later to be in monotonic. 

Numerals 

Greek numerals 

Character Value Character Value 
αʹ 1 ρʹ 100 
βʹ 2 σʹ 200 
γʹ 3 τʹ 300 



 
 

 
 
 

  
  
  
  
  

 
 

δʹ 4 
εʹ 5 
ϝʹ, ϛʹ, στʹ 6 
ζʹ 7 
ηʹ 8 
θʹ 9 
ιʹ 10 
ιαʹ 11 
… … 
κʹ 20 
καʹ 21 
κβʹ 22 
… … 
λʹ 30 
μʹ 40 
νʹ 50 
ξʹ 60 
οʹ 70 
πʹ 80 
ϙʹ, ϟʹ 90 

υʹ 400 
φʹ 500 
χʹ 600 
ψʹ 700 
ωʹ 800 
ϡʹ 900 
͵α 1000 
͵αα 1001 
͵αβ 1002 
… … 
͵β 2000 
͵γ 3000 
͵δ 4000 
͵ε 5000 
… … 


