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In the previous module we briefly demonstrated how to browse Classification Web, and 
showed you how to use classification numbers that are present in some LC subject heading 
and Name Authority File records. We then demonstrated the correlations feature of 
Classification Web. 

In this module we will show you how to search captions and the classification index.
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First, we need to repeat the warning that we gave in the previous module. 

Caption and index searches must be used with caution, because the results may be 
misleading, or they may lead to a perfectly fine number, but not the number that is the best 
one for the resource you are cataloging.

Always double-check the results with the techniques that we have discussed in the previous 
modules: 

• review the hierarchies and the context of the number, 
• read up the schedules for references and other instructions, and 
• please, follow those references and instructions.
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As we have already indicated, we have two more techniques to show you. 

The first is the caption search. 

It is left-anchored, meaning that the search-string you type is matched exactly against the 
caption, moving from left to right, letter by letter. If the caption – or the beginning of the 
caption – does not exactly match what you search, it will not be provided in the results. This 
means that the caption search is useful only if you know, or have a good idea of, what the 
caption says. 

The captions often use terminology from LCSH.
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To access the caption search, click the “search” button.
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This screen will appear. It provides several options: caption and keyword searches, index 
term searches, a search that combines the caption and index searches, and the class number 
search.  
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Notice that there is also a hyperlink under the search boxes, that reads “search options.” We 
need to change one of the options provided in that section in order to do efficient caption 
searching. 

Click on that hyperlink.
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Under display options, there are four toggle buttons next to display: “no hierarchy”, 
“caption”, “partial hierarchy”, and “entire hierarchy.” 

Select “entire hierarchy” or “partial hierarchy.” 

If caption is left selected, the results list will just be a list of class numbers and their 
captions, without any context. 

Partial hierarchy provides the highest and lowest parts of the hierarchy for a number, and 
sometimes intermediate levels as well. It can sometimes be misleading, but it does simplify 
the results screen. 

Entire hierarchy does just what it says: it displays the entire hierarchy. We will use that 
option in this module. 
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Because the topical captions in LCC are usually based on LC subject headings, we will start 
with the subject headings for these examples.

The first is a resource that describes how courtship is depicted in 20th century Spanish 
fiction.

We need to decide what to search. If you are familiar with the literature schedules, you 
know that there are lists of special topics as depicted in various types of literature. Let’s 
search for courtship and see if there are any results.
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There are four exact hits for Courtship. 

Look at the first one: it is for the literary history of courtship as a special topic in Spanish 
prose fiction.
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This looks pretty good, but we have to look at the schedules and read up them in order to 
determine whether that is the number that should be assigned.
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Here another example. 

This time, the heading is Astronauts—Nutrition, and we are cataloging a monograph about 
the nutrition of astronauts.  

The two topics are pretty equal in specificity, so let’s just try astronauts as our search term 
because it comes first in the heading.
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It brings up only one hit, under the Law of outer space. 
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That is clearly not appropriate, so let’s try to search nutrition.
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The system returns a long list of hits. Let’s look through them as we bring them up on the 
screen.

There is nutrition in general. A quick glance at the first levels of hierarchy allows us to see 
that there are numbers from several schedules, but none of them are about astronauts.
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There is a caption on the Nutrition and feeding of children, but astronauts are not 
children.
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There are several hits for Nutrition disorders. Those do not fit.
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There are hits for Nutrition of adolescents, of children and adolescents with disabilities, 
and of infants and toddlers.  
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And then there is nutrition of plants and Nutrition policy.

Searching astronauts as a caption did not help us classify the resource, and neither did 
searching nutrition as a caption.  

As we said, the caption search is effective only if you know what the caption is.
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Here is one more example.  

The resource is about orthopedic surgery for older people.  

We will start by searching Surgery.

20

Library of Congress Classification: Module 3.2



Again, a long list of results is retrieved.  
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I do not see anything appropriate here, so we’ll just keep looking a little further down the 
list…
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After looking through the list, we see that one of the hits looks good: Surgery in old age, 
RD145.  

We need to click on the classification number to make sure it is the best number for the 
resource.
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The number is for Surgery in old age, and it has a Confer reference for Orthopedics.  

We need to check that number, because the reference seems to be pertinent.
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RD723.2.A44 is for orthopedic surgery for older people, and is perfect for the resource.

It is common for the caption search to provide a good number, but not the best number, for 
the resource, so it is vitally important that you always look at the schedules themselves 
when you do a caption search.
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The final technique that we want to show you is the index search.

There are two issues that you need to be aware of when you are performing an index search.

The first is that the printed schedules have always had indexes, and the index in each 
volume was compiled differently. When the indexes were added to Class Web, they were 
simply combined; there was not an effort to harmonize them. Therefore, the index can be 
inconsistent. It is important to keep that in mind.

Second, not everything is indexed. Most Special topics numbers and numbers at high levels 
of hierarchy are, but most geographic places, corporate bodies, personal names, and titles 
are not. Neither are most form captions or most captions that appear in tables, so the index 
is somewhat limited. Nonetheless, the index can be a powerful search tool.

Let’s do some searching to see how it is done.
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Since we could not find a number for the nutrition of astronauts with the caption search, 
let’s try the index search.

It is the same search screen. We will search for Astronauts.
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The second hit retrieved is Astronauts: Nutrition, which appears to be appropriate for the 
resource. As with all of the other techniques we have demonstrated, though, it is essential 
that you look at the schedule to find notes and references and so forth.
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The number is for the diet of astronauts as a special class of persons. It did not appear in the 
caption search because the caption begins with the phrase Space travelers. Remember that 
the caption search is a left-anchored browse search.

So, if you cannot find a good number one way, you may be able to find it in another way. 
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Here is one more example. This time, the resource is about how oriental rugs are depicted in 
20th century American paintings.

We can start the search with either the concept of American painting or the concept of 
Oriental rugs. 

Let’s try the first subject heading: Painting, American.
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We see that there are not any relevant hits.
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If we search Rugs, Oriental, we find the hit Rugs, Oriental, in art–Painting.

That looks good, so we will click on the class number and look at the schedule.
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The number is for resources about oriental rugs as a miscellaneous subject of Painting.  

Notice that the number does not indicate the time period, 20th century, or the place, the 
United States.  

We should read up the schedule to try and find instructions or references.
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One level up we find a Class here note:

Class here general works on the topics as well as works on the topics in a particular 
region, country, etc.

Therefore, ND1460.R83 is the correct number.
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In summary, there are numerous ways to search for classification numbers when using 
Classification Web.  

Every number, however, that is found through those techniques should be double-checked to 
ensure that there are not instructions or references indicating that another number would be 
better.  
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