Library of Congress Classification: Module 3.2

Library of Congress
Classification

~ Module 3.2
Searching Classification Web
Part 2

Policy, Training, and Cooperative Programs Division
Library of Congress
September 2019




Library of Congress Classification: Module 3.2

Plan

Finding the appropriate class
number

- Browse

» Classification numbers in LCSH
o I(\:J[)(:Slusésification numbers in the LC/NACO

«Correlations
- Caption search
+Index search

In the previous module we briefly demonstrated how to browse Classification Web, and
showed you how to use classification numbers that are present in some LC subject heading
and Name Authority File records. We then demonstrated the correlations feature of

Classification Web.

In this module we will show you how to search captions and the classification index.
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Caution!

-All of the following techniques
should be used with caution
- Always double-check the results, e.g.,
* Review the hierarchy
+ Check the context
* Read up the schedules
« Follow instructions

First, we need to repeat the warning that we gave in the previous module.

Caption and index searches must be used with caution, because the results may be
misleading, or they may lead to a perfectly fine number, but not the number that is the best
one for the resource you are cataloging.

Always double-check the results with the techniques that we have discussed in the previous
modules:

* review the hierarchies and the context of the number,
e read up the schedules for references and other instructions, and
* please, follow those references and instructions.
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Caption Search

«Left-anchored

*Most useful if you know how the
desired caption is worded

+Often uses terminology from LCSH

As we have already indicated, we have two more techniques to show you.
The first is the caption search.

It is left-anchored, meaning that the search-string you type is matched exactly against the
caption, moving from left to right, letter by letter. If the caption — or the beginning of the
caption — does not exactly match what you search, it will not be provided in the results. This
means that the caption search is useful only if you know, or have a good idea of, what the
caption says.

The captions often use terminology from LCSH.
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Caption Search

| = Lcc Enhanced Browser

Q Schedules - Class number =

To access the caption search, click the “search” button.
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Caption Search

= LCC Search L

Class number

[Caplmn
EYWOT

Index term

Caption or index term

This screen will appear. It provides several options: caption and keyword searches, index
term searches, a search that combines the caption and index searches, and the class number
search.
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Caption Search

= LCC Search L

Class number

Caption

Keyword

Index term

Caption or index term

Search options - I
Saarcl

Notice that there is also a hyperlink under the search boxes, that reads “search options.” We
need to change one of the options provided in that section in order to do efficient caption
searching.

Click on that hyperlink.
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Caption Search

Class number L

| Search options ~
Caption|
1 « Fill in your search criteria and press Enter or click on Search
| » Create boolean searches by entering data into multiple input boxes or by putting
Keywol{ multiple words in the keyword box
| * Uss the New search button to clear your choices and start a new search
| Display Options
Index tel PP o
1 Return 100 records per page

| (O Display no hierarchy, @& caption] (O partial hierarchy or (O entire hierarchy.
Caption

O Include schedules, (O tables,

@ both (uses “schodules” for Class number searches).

Search options - l
Subsets. New search

Under display options, there are four toggle buttons next to display: “no hierarchy”,
“caption”, “partial hierarchy”, and “entire hierarchy.”

Select “entire hierarchy” or “partial hierarchy.”

If caption is left selected, the results list will just be a list of class numbers and their
captions, without any context.

Partial hierarchy provides the highest and lowest parts of the hierarchy for a number, and
sometimes intermediate levels as well. It can sometimes be misleading, but it does simplify
the results screen.

Entire hierarchy does just what it says: it displays the entire hierarchy. We will use that
option in this module.
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Caption Search

Examples

Courtship in literature.

Spanish fiction—20th century—
History and criticism.

Because the topical captions in LCC are usually based on LC subject headings, we will start
with the subject headings for these examples.

The first is a resource that describes how courtship is depicted in 20™ century Spanish
fiction.

We need to decide what to search. If you are familiar with the literature schedules, you
know that there are lists of special topics as depicted in various types of literature. Let’s
search for courtship and see if there are any results.



Library of Congress Classification: Module 3.2

Caption Search

Examples

Courtship (4]
PQ6140.C68 Spanish literature—Literary history and criticism— Huloq‘]

of Spanish literature—Prose—General—FProse fiction

Cieneral works—Special topics. A-Z—Courtship
PREI0.COV English literature—History of English literature—Prose—

By form—Prose fiction. The novel—Special topics—

‘Other special topics. A-Z—Courtship
PNG231.CH6 Collections of general literature—Wit and humor—
Mammns on special topics, A-Z—Countship

Courtshl'p in “ature—Literary history and criticism—History

literature. h literamire—Special subjects, classes, etc.. not
b one period or form—A - N—Courtship

Spanish fiction—
20th century—
History and
criticism.

There are four exact hits for Courtship.

Look at the first one: it is for the literary history of courtship as a special topic in Spanish
prose fiction.
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Caption Search

Examples

Courtship (4]
PQ6140.C68 Spanish literature—Literary history and criticism—History
of Spanish literature—Prose—General—FProse fiction
Cieneral works—Special topics. A-Z—Courtship
PREI0.COV English literatire—History of English literature—Prose—
By form—Prose fiction. The novel—Special topics—

‘Other special topics. A-Z—Courtship
PNG231.CH6 Collections of general literature—Wit and humor—

Courtship in
literature.

Spanish fictio
20th centu
History and
criticism.

This looks pretty good, but we have to look at the schedules and read up them in order to
determine whether that is the number that should be assigned.
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Caption Search

Exam p| es Astronauts—Nutrition.

= LCC Search o

Keyword

Here another example.

This time, the heading is Astronauts—Nutrition, and we are cataloging a monograph about
the nutrition of astronauts.

The two topics are pretty equal in specificity, so let’s just try astronauts as our search term
because it comes first in the heading.

12
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Caption Search

Examples Astronauts—Nutrition.

= LCC Search o

Class number

Astronauts (1)
KZD4130 Space law. Law of outer space—Peaceful uses of outer
space, International cooperation—Public order in space
sekonulE and cuter space. Order of conduct—Space flight
Navigation and pilotage { Astronautics }—Astronauts

Caption

Keyword
Astronesthidae (1)

QLEIBATES Zoology—Chordates. Vertebrates—Fishes—Systematic

divisions—Osteichthys (Bony fishes). By family, A-Z— |

Astronesthidae

It brings up only one hit, under the Law of outer space.

13
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Caption Search

Examples Astronauts—Nutrition.

= LCC Search o

Class number

Astronauts (1)
KZD4130 Space law. Law of outer space—Peaceful uses of outer
Caption space, laternational cooperation—Public order in space

= LCC Search T

Class number

Caption
nutrition|

Keyword

That is clearly not appropriate, so let’s try to search nutrition.

14
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Caption Search

Exam p| es Astronauts—Nutrition.

Nutrition (11}

Z5TT6NE Subject bibliography—Domestic econonry. Home
economics—Special topics, A-Z—Nutrition

L6663 N9 Subject bibliography—Medicine—Anatomy and
physiobogy—Special topics, A-Z—Nutrition

F66T1.51.NE6 Subject bibliography—Medicine—Pedintrics—Special
topics, A-Z—MNutrition

695 1. N84 Libraries—Library science. Information science—The
collections. The books—Cataloging—By subject, A-Z—
Nutrition

LBISST.NE Theory and practice of education—Elementary or public
school educati v school teaching—Special
branches—Physiology, hygiene and health education—
Special topics, A-Z—Nutrition_

The system returns a long list of hits. Let’s look through them as we bring them up on the
screen.

There is nutrition in general. A quick glance at the first levels of hierarchy allows us to see
that there are numbers from several schedules, but none of them are about astronauts.
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Caption Search

Examples

' Astronauts—Nutrition.

Nutrition (11}
ZETTENE

s

Nutrition and feeding of children (1)
L6663 N9 [RI206-235] Pedintrics—Nutrition and feeding of children

26671 52.N86 Nutrition and Horticulture (1)
KF23 A3667 Table of House standing committees (for hearings)}—
Z695. 1 N84 Agriculture—Subcommitiees—Nutrition and
Horticulture

LBISST.NE Nutritlon and Human Needs (1)

KF4987.NE United States (General)—Constintional law—Oygans of
the govemment—The legislative branch—The Congress
—The Senate—C articular A-
Z—Nutntion and Human Needs

There is a caption on the Nutrition and feeding of children, but astronauts are not
children.
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Caption Search

Examples

Nutrition (11}
ZETTENE

-

J Nutrition and feeding of children (1)

Z666]  Nutrition disorders (3)

RAGISNET Public aspects of medicine—Public health. Hygiene.
Preventive medicine—Chronic and noninfectious
diseases and public healih—Individual diseases or fingsi—
groups of diseases, A-Z—Nultrition disorders od

Pedintrics—Diseases of children—Diseases and disorders

of metabolism and nutrition—Odher, A-Z—Nutrition
disorders

SF992.NSS Animal culture—Veterinary medicine—Diseases of special +Organs of
classes of animals—Pets—Dogs—Diseases and pests, A-The Congress
Z—Nutrition disorders tmmiftees, A-

Nutrition disorders. Deflclency diseases (1) r

[§B742.743) Plant culture—Pests and diseases—Plant pathology—
Nutrition disorders. Deficiency diseases

There are several hits for Nutrition disorders. Those do not fit.

‘Astronauts—Nutrition.

17
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Caption Search

Examples

' Astronauts—Nutrition.

Nutrition (11}
ZETTENE

s

J Nutrition and feeding of children (1)
6 Nutrition disorders (3)
RAGHS NET Public aspects of medicine—Public bealth, Hygicne,
Nutrition of adolescents (1)
RI235 Pediatrics—Nutrition and feeding of children—Nutrition of | fingsi—
adolescents o
fers
Nutrition of children and adolescents with disabilities (1) n
RJ233 Pedintrics—Nutrition and feeding of children—Nutrition of
children and adolescents with disabilities fecial =Organs of
15, A-The Congress
Nutrithon of infants and toddlers (1) Immittees. A-
RI2I6 Pedintrics—Nutrition and feeding of children—Nutrition of
infants and toddlers r
- [SET4%TIY) Pt ciiltiive—Pests and diseases—Plant pathiology—
T Nutrition disorders. Deficiency diseases

There are hits for Nutrition of adolescents, of children and adolescents with disabilities,
and of infants and toddlers.

18
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Caption Search

Exam p| es Astronauts—Nutrition.

Nutrition (11}
Z5TI6NE i

6 .\'ulr: Nutrition. Plant food. Assimilation of nitrogen, etc. (1)
b [QK867-899] Botany—Plant physiology—Botanical chemistry.
Nutrition o Phytochemicals—Nutrition. Plant food. Assimilation of
RI23 nitrogen, eic.

Nutrition palicy (1)
Nulrition o TX359 Home economics—Nutntion. Foods and food supply—

RI23 Nutrition policy

of

Nutritlonal aspects (2) fress
Nutrition @ QRIB22NEG Microbiology—1I L Special topics, A-Z— LA

RI21 Nutritional aspects

infants and toddlers | B
[SBTIETI) "PlARE Ciltie—Pests and dF Plant
T Nutrition disorders. Deficiency diseases

And then there is nutrition of plants and Nutrition policy.

Searching astronauts as a caption did not help us classify the resource, and neither did
searching nutrition as a caption.

As we said, the caption search is effective only if you know what the caption is.
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Caption Search

Examples

Surgery—Older people.
Orthopedic surgery.

= LCC Search

Class number

Caption
| surgen

Keyword

Here is one more example.

The resource is about orthopedic surgery for older people.

We will start by searching Surgery.

20
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Caption Search

Examples Surgery—Older people.
— - Orthopedic surgery.

[Z6666-6667) Subject bibliography—Medicine—Surgery

[RD1-811] Surgery

[RF51-52] Cochinolaryngology—Surgery

RF350 Oiochinolaryngology—Rhinology. Diseases of the nose,
accessory sinuses, and nasophanynx—Surgery

[RF484-484.5] Dtorhinolaryngology—Lanmgology. Diseases of the throat
—Diseases of the pharynx and tonsils—Surgery

[RF516-517.2] Otochinolaryngology—Lanmaology. Diseases of the throat

Diseases of the laryie, vocal cords, epiglonis, and

trachea—Surgery

[RV3OL-311] Botanic, Tt and eclectic medi Eclect
medicine—Diseases, treatment, etc.—Surgery

logy. Sosial nd cultual

Again, a long list of results is retrieved.
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Caption Search

Examples Surgery—Older people.
- Orthopedic surgery.

[Z6666666T1. Subiect Medi 5 - n

[RDI§ Surgery adapted to homeopathy (1) |

[RESIA [RX366-376] Homeopathy—Diseases, injuries, treatment, etc.—Surgery
RF150 adapted to homeopathy

Surgery (8)

[RFas4 Surgery adapted to osteopathy (1)
[RZ374-378] Other systems of medicine—Osteopathy—Discases,
[RF516 Ireatment, etc.—Surgery adapted to osteopathy

Surgery as a profession (1)
[RV30 RD27.5 Surgery—Surgery as a profession

[GN4T7] Surgery by reglon, system, or organ (1)
-y [RD520-599.5] Surgery—Surgery by region, system, or organ

Surgery. Endoscople surgery (1)
[RG390-391] Gynecology and obstetrics—Diseases of the wenis—

I do not see anything appropriate here, so we’ll just keep looking a little further down the
list...

22



Library of Congress Classification: Module 3.2

Caption Search

Examples Surgery—Older people.
‘Orthopedic surgery.

[R[)i.l‘ Surgery adapted to homeopathy (1)
[RESIA [RX366-376] Homcopathy—Discases, injurics, treatment, ete —Surgery |

Surgery (8)

RF3:0 Surgery ln adolescence (1)
RD142 Surgery—Surgery in adolescence
[RF4z4 S
Surgery in childhood (1)
[RF516 [RD137-139] Surgery—Surgery in childhood

Surgery in infancy. Neonatal surgery (1)
[RV30 RD137.5 Surgery—Surgery in childhood—Surgery in infancy.
Neonatal surgery

(N4
Surgery ln old age (1)
RD145 Surgery—Surgery in old age

[RG390-391] Gynecology and obstetrics—Diseases of the wens—

After looking through the list, we see that one of the hits looks good: Surgery in old age,
RD145.

We need to click on the classification number to make sure it is the best number for the
resource.

23
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Caption Search

Examples Surgery—Older people.
Orthopedic surgery.

Surgery—Surgery in old age

RDI42 Surgery in adolescence
RDI44 Surgery in pregnancy
RD143 Surgery inold age __
Including anesthesia
Cf. RD732.3.A44 Orthopedics
Surgery in individual discases see RD520-599.5

The number is for Surgery in old age, and it has a Confer reference for Orthopedics.

We need to check that number, because the reference seems to be pertinent.

24
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Caption Search

Examples Surgery—Older people.
Orthopedic surgery.

Surgery—Surgery in old age

RDI42 Surgery in adolescence
RDI44 Surgery in pregnancy

RDI45 Surgery inald '
[w)l Surgery—Onthopedia. Orthopedic surgery—By age group, class, ete. A-Z—

cf ’l Aged. Older people
Surgery inl

RD7T323IA-Z By age group, class, etc, A-Z

RD7323.A84 Aged. Older people

RDT323.C48 Children

RD732.3.153 Infants

RD7IZ3.M44 Mental disabilities, People with
Older people see RD732.3.A444

RD723.2.A44 is for orthopedic surgery for older people, and is perfect for the resource.

It is common for the caption search to provide a good number, but not the best number, for
the resource, so it is vitally important that you always look at the schedules themselves
when you do a caption search.
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Index Search

Combined index for all of the
schedules
«Indexed

+ Most “Special topics” numbers and topics at
high levels of hierarchy

+Not indexed

+ Most geographic places, corporate bodies,
personal names, and titles

« Most tables

The final technique that we want to show you is the index search.
There are two issues that you need to be aware of when you are performing an index search.

The first is that the printed schedules have always had indexes, and the index in each
volume was compiled differently. When the indexes were added to Class Web, they were
simply combined; there was not an effort to harmonize them. Therefore, the index can be
inconsistent. It is important to keep that in mind.

Second, not everything is indexed. Most Special topics numbers and numbers at high levels
of hierarchy are, but most geographic places, corporate bodies, personal names, and titles
are not. Neither are most form captions or most captions that appear in tables, so the index
is somewhat limited. Nonetheless, the index can be a powerful search tool.

Let’s do some searching to see how it is done.

26
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Index Search

Examples Astronauts—Nutrition.
= LccC Search v

Since we could not find a number for the nutrition of astronauts with the caption search,
let’s try the index search.

It is the same search screen. We will search for Astronauts.

27
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Index Search

Examples Astronauts—Nutrition.

.

Class number

Astronauts - Mental requirements

Caption TL856 Motor vehicles. Aeronaulics. Astronautics—

Space travel—A asa
profession—Qualifications for astronauts—Physical

and mental requirements for astronants
Keyword

TX361.563

Home economics—Nutrition. Foods and food supply—
Diet and nutrition of special classes and groups, A-Z
—Space travelers. Astronauts

Index term

|
|
)
| Astronauts-- Nufrition
l

astronauts|

Caption or index term (

The second hit retrieved is Astronauts: Nutrition, which appears to be appropriate for the

resource. As with all of the other techniques we have demonstrated, though, it is essential
that you look at the schedule to find notes and references and so forth.

28
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Index Search

Examples

Astronauts—Nutrition.

.

Class number
Astronauts—Mental requirements
Caption TL856 Motor vehicles. Aeronaulics. Astronautics—
. Space travel 5 a5 a

SAETR ts—Phiysical
dutrition. Foods and food supply— ¥ 3 of

A-Z—Space travelers. Astronaul

TX361.RE6 Runners
| Tx361558 5 la Joa sty
Index term RI61SE Soccer players 4 groups, A-Z
4 TX361.563 Space travelers. Astronauts |
aslrcr\aulsl TX361.T44 Teenage girls

T TX36L.T45 Tennis players r
Caption or index fexs

The number is for the diet of astronauts as a special class of persons. It did not appear in the
caption search because the caption begins with the phrase Space travelers. Remember that
the caption search is a left-anchored browse search.

So, if you cannot find a good number one way, you may be able to find it in another way.
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Index Search

Examples

Painting, American—20th century.
Rugs, Oriental, in art.

Index term
painting amenican|

Caption or index term

Here is one more example. This time, the resource is about how oriental rugs are depicted in
20™ century American paintings.

We can start the search with either the concept of American painting or the concept of
Oriental rugs.

Let’s try the first subject heading: Painting, American.

30
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Index Search
Examples

Painting, American—20th century.
Rugs, Oriental, in art.

Index term
painting american| 8

Caption or index tefM  p,jinting and German literature
PTIIZ German literature—History of German litera
Special topics—Relations 10 an, music, painting.
ele.

Painting (as & theme) in art - Painting
NDI460.P35 Painting—Special subjects of painting—Other subjects
—Miscellaneous, A-Z—Painting (a5 a theme)

We see that there are not any relevant hits.

31
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Index Search
Examples

Painting, American—20th century.
Rugs, Oriental, in art.

Index term L
rugs om:n'.el* —

1 Rugs, Oriental, in art—Arts fn general

Gapdon orindex ey NX650.RED Ans in general—Special subjects or topics, A-Z—

Rugs, Oriental

1[ Rugs, Oriental, in art—Palnting ]
| ND1460.RE3 Pamting—Special subjects of painting—Other
I subjects—Miscellaneous, A-Z—Rugs, Oriental ||

If we search Rugs, Oriental, we find the hit Rugs, Oriental, in art—Painting.

That looks good, so we will click on the class number and look at the schedule.
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Index Search

Examples

Painting, American—20th century.
Rugs, Oriental, in art.

Painting—Special subjects of painting—Other subjects—Miscellancous, A.7—
Rugs, Orienial

ND1460.R69 Rouen (France)

NDI1460.RE3 Rugs, Oriental

NDI460.RS5 Ruins

ND1460.523 Sainte-Victoire Mountain {France)
ND1460.5237 San Diego County (Calif)

The number is for resources about oriental rugs as a miscellaneous subject of Painting.

Notice that the number does not indicate the time period, 20t century, or the place, the
United States.

We should read up the schedule to try and find instructions or references.
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Index Search

Examples

Painting, American—20th century.
Rugs, Oriental, in art.

Painting—Special subjects of painting—Other subjects—Miscellancous, A.7—
Rugs, Orienal A
NDI460.RE9 Painting—Special subjects of painting—Other subjects—Miscellancous, A-Z
NDI460.RE3 -
NDI460.R35 NDI460.A-Z Miscellaneous, A-Z
ND1460.523 Class here general warks on the topics as well as
ND1460.5237 works on the fopics in o particular region,
" country, efc.
Aboriginal Anstralians see ND 1460 A9
ND1460 A28 Absinthe
ND1460.A34 Adirondack Mountains (New York)

One level up we find a Class here note:

Class here general works on the topics as well as works on the topics in a particular
region, country, etc.

Therefore, ND1460.R83 is the correct number.
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Always double-check the schedule!

In summary, there are numerous ways to search for classification numbers when using
Classification Web.

Every number, however, that is found through those techniques should be double-checked to
ensure that there are not instructions or references indicating that another number would be

better.

35
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Exercises

Click when you are ready to begin
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