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case files 

As part of its partnership with the Library of Congress, the Association for Cultural Equity (ACE) has made 
an effort to contact all parties responsible for sound recordings and moving image materials contained 
in the Alan Lomax Collection (AFC 2004/004). ACE has deposited files and current addresses for each 
collaborator with the American Folklife Center. Included in these folders are correspondence and 
indexes related to each collaborator. These files are administrative, not open to researchers. 

collected materials 

This group contains ephemera such as flyers, brochures, and scholarly off prints. 

corporate activities  

This group relates to Alan Lomax’s Association for Cultural Equity (ACE), and to Bess Hawes’ work with 
the National Endowment for the Arts, San Fernando Valley State College, and the Festival of American 
Folklife. Document types include receipts, bank statements, royalty statements, taxes, correspondence, 
insurance policies, and legal documents. For the Cantometrics Project at Columbia University and the 
Association for Cultural Equity at Hunter College, financial records include requests for payment, bank 
statements, receipts, taxes, budgets, and grant information. Finally, administrative records for 
Cantometrics and ACE include time sheets, personnel records, blank forms, and procedural files. Sub-
groups are: 

administrative records 
ACE, 1980–1996  
These records document the operation and administration of ACE and its 41st Street, New York 
City, office. They include forms, personnel records, procedural files, and shipping records. 
  
Cantometrics Project, 1964–1989  
These records document operations in the Cantometrics Project office on 98th Street, New York 
City. Document types include blank forms, procedural files, personnel records, and information 
about equipment insurance and computer storage. 
 
San Fernando Valley State College, 1958–1974 
 
Smithsonian, Festival of American Folklife, 1975–1976 
 

financial records 
ACE, 1980–1996  
Included here are ACE’s financial materials, including financial statements, tax records, grant 
proposals, and requests for payment. American Patchwork and the Global Jukebox are the major 
projects represented in ACE’s finances. 
 
Alan Lomax, 1936, 1941–1997  
This large body of manuscripts relate to Alan Lomax’s personal finances. Document types include 
financial statements, invoices and receipts for personal expenses, tax records, insurance policies, 
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and legal documents. Lomax’s tax returns, homeowner’s insurance, and correspondence about 
John A. Lomax’s estate fall within this sub-group. Also included here are financial dated before 
Lomax’s associations with Columbia University and ACE. The earliest files from 1936-1960 
contain financial correspondence and records, including documents from Lomax’s trips to Europe, 
such as BBC contracts. Files from the mid-60s to mid-80s contain financial documents detailing 
Lomax’s position as a Research Associate in the Department of Anthropology and Center for the 
Social Sciences at Columbia University. Lomax’s personal and business finances, especially from 
1971-1987, are highly conflated. From 1988-1997, Lomax’s personal finance folders adhere to a 
fairly consistent organizational scheme.  
 
Cantometrics Project, 1964–1989  
These are the so-called “performance style” financial materials, from bank statements and 
receipts to grant proposals and requests for payment. Cantometrics finances encompass 
materials relating to many projects, such as Rhythms of the Earth, Black Dance, Urban Strain, and 
American Patchwork. Reimbursement files, documenting requests for payment and 
reimbursements received from Columbia University, which administered grant funds, comprise 
the bulk. Items bearing Columbia University letterhead usually fall into this sub-group. 
 

correspondence 

The bulk of this group documents John A. Lomax, Sr., and Alan Lomax activities during their Library of 
Congress tenure. Broadly, correspondence is found throughout the corpus, as there was little conscious 
effort to organize this document type in the manner of business records. See “professional activities” for 
more methodically-organized correspondence files. 

field work 

The Lomax family worked “in the field” throughout the 20th century to document the expressive culture 
of many communities. Represented here are manuscripts related to these activities, including field 
notebooks, transcripts of interviews, correspondence, recording logs, tape indexes, and other related 
documents types. 

The field work manuscripts have been intellectually parsed into two categories; “field recordings”, made 
on location with portable equipment, and “recording sessions,” made in studios. The document Lomax 
Family Recordings, A Chronological Guide to Field Trips and Sessions details more than 500 such events. 

field recordings 

recording sessions 

indexes  

The corpus contains approximately 16,000 sound recordings in the corpus. This group of manuscript is 
specifically associated with these recordings. Photocopies of tape boxes, correspondence, notes, liner 
notes, recording logs, coding sheets, and other document types are often included in the index folders. 

 
sound recordings 
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performance style 

The document Performance Style Manuscripts: A Guide describes this group of materials. Included are 
document types relating to Cantometrics, Choreometrics, Parlametrics, Phonotactics, Urban Strain, 
Rhythms of Earth, the Global Jukebox, and other performance style analysis efforts. In 2004, when the 
Alan Lomax Collection transferred to the Library of Congress, a deliberate effort was made (as part of 
the contractual agreement) to separate Lomax’s “performance style” manuscript materials from his 
“folklore” work. The “performance style” manuscripts were to stay at ACE temporarily to be processed 
by contract archivist Nancy Johnson onsite. The “folklore” manuscripts and all associated material were 
shipped and accessioned at AFC. Nancy Johnson then processed the “performance style” manuscripts 
separately and they have since been accessioned by AFC. Subgroups include: 

administrative 

Cantometrics, analysis 

Cantometrics, coding 

Cantometrics, sources 

Cantometrics, teaching 

Choreometrics, analysis 

Choreometrics, coding 

Choreometrics, films 

Choreometrics, groundwork 

Choreometrics, sources 

data processing 

Global Jukebox 

groundwork 

lectures and conferences 

methodology 

Parlametrics, analysis 

Parlametrics, coding 

Parlametrics, groundwork 

Parlametrics, sources 

Parlametrics, training tapes 

Parlametrics, writings 

Phonotactics, analysis 

Phonotactics, coding 
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Phonotactics, groundwork 

Phonotactics, sources 

presentation materials 

project interest 

studies  

Urban Strain, coding 

Urban Strain, discussions 

Urban Strain, groundwork 

Urban Strain, sources 

Urban Strain 

writings, published 

writings, unpublished 

personal 

Lomax family collections include materials of a reflexive nature. These are items that relate more closely 
to family members than to projects or activities in which they were engaged in their professional lives. 
Included here are biographical materials, notices of awards, collectibles, correspondence, creative 
writing and ideas, educational papers, resumes, and press clippings from the 1930s to the 1990s. Also, 
under the sub-group heading “personal, family correspondence,” there are family correspondence files 
organized according to correspondent. 

professional activities 

This group contains a body of loose and unconnected materials related to the Lomax family’s continuous 
work in folklore and cultural preservation. Woven throughout are efforts to vitalize cultural expression 
and equality for cultural communication. Associations with long-time friends (e.g. Woody Guthrie); 
service on boards of directors; presentations, speeches, and lectures; consultant work for cultural 
centers; activities in cultural advocacy; and many other types of endeavors are represented here. 
Subgroups include: 

archives management 

contacts 

correspondence folders, 1933–1957 

correspondence folders, 1958–1987 
Many of the folders in this subgroup are “to be filed” folders from the early to late 1980s. They 
relate to other projects throughout the corpus. Some are arranged chronologically. 

correspondence folders, 1988–2004 

grants 
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lectures and conferences  
These are folders related to specific speeches, presentations, or lectures delivered by the Lomax 
family. Included are notes, drafts, schedules, programs, correspondence, and research 
documents. 

publicity 

project folders, 1933–1957 

project folders, 1958–1987 
These are alphabetical runs of folders, by subject, from Alan Lomax’s Columbia University years 
(1960s-1980s), a mix of “correspondence” files and “corporate subject” files--correspondence 
mixed with articles, clippings, etc.--related to people and organizations that Lomax collaborated 
with (or did business with) over the course of the stated years. Many files relate to Cantometrics, 
Choreometrics, Parlametrics, American Patchwork, and other projects undertaken during this 
time period. 

project folders, 1987–1995 
These are alphabetical runs of folders, by subject, from the years that ACE was focused on the 
Global Jukebox (1980s-1990s), with similar document types to the above subgroup. 

projects 

These materials share similarity to “professional activities,” yet each heading represents specific projects 
undertaken by the Lomax family, and others, that typically yielded tangible outputs. Subgroups include: 

cultural preservation 
Black Identity Project, 1968–1970 
A project at Columbia University, Jack Walker, John Henrik Clarke, Conrad Arensberg, Edwin 
Erickson, Raoul Abdul, Alan Lomax, Roswell Rudd, and Bernie Zimney were are members of the 
project. Lomax writes, “The Black Identity Project was conceived in the Spring of 1968 as an 
answer to an urgent information and education problem in the United States. A plan was laid out 
for a committee of black and white scholars to sum up and crystallize the best research in all 
fields of knowledge pertaining to black development in such form as could be quickly digested 
and translated into various media formats.” The project was supported by the Ford Foundation. 
Some outcomes were: 
 

3000 years of Black Poetry 
A treasury of black poetry spanning the last 3000 years, edited and compiled by Alan 
Lomax and Raoul Abdul. 
 
"Black Encyclopedia of the Air," 1968–1969 
A series of programs for black disc jockeys across the country, consisting of one-minute 
spots which deal with one key idea, one outstanding person, or one fact essential to the 
development of a sense of pride and identity in the black audience. Included 28 one-
minute information spots.  
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moving images 
American Patchwork, 1978–1991 
This was a major project. Lomax shot footage for what became the American Patchwork series in 
1978 (in Mississippi with Mississippi ETV) and between 1983 and 1985 (in Arizona, Philadelphia, 
Louisiana, Georgia, Kentucky, North Carolina, Virginia, and Washington, D.C.). By 1990, Lomax 
completed the five final films that became American Patchwork; “Land Where the Blues Began,” 
“Feet Don’t Fail Me Now,” “Cajun Country,” “Appalachian Journey,” and “Dreams and Songs of 
the Noble Old.” The programs aired on five Fridays on PBS in the summer of 1991.  
 
There were many production crews, production editors, production houses, television stations, 
performers, foundations, and office assistants involved in the creation of these five programs 
over the course of 14 years. Lomax writes, “More than 800 video tapes were shot in the field, 
adding up to approximately 200 hours of running time. If multiple camera takes are considered, 
performance time amounts to approximately 150 hours. In addition, 200 audiotapes of 
interviews and backup recordings were made. 
 
This program material dips into the main streams of U.S. folk culture: Anglo-American, Franco-
American, Afro-American, Mexican American, Native American, and Italo-American. It explores 
important regional cultural hearths—the Southern Appalachians and the nearby black Piedmont, 
Southwestern Louisiana, the desert Southwest, New Orleans, the Mississippi Delta, as well as 
urban neighborhoods in the Northeast, including their typical folksongs, ballads, instrumental 
music, dances, celebrations, ceremonies, hymns, tall tales and personal narratives performed by 
the best of the authentic folk artists in their native surroundings. A priceless audio-visual archive 
of American folk performance now exists, which, if nothing else were ever to be filmed, would 
provide an overview of our native creativity. 

performances 

radio programs 
This group describes Alan Lomax’s work as a radio writer and broadcaster for CBS, BBC, Armed 
Forces Radio, Mutual, and NBC networks, 1939-1957. The body of radio programs is described in 
Alan Lomax Radio-Related Materials: A Guide. Document types include scripts, research 
documents, and correspondence. Collection features approximately 150 unique radio programs 
written by Alan Lomax and others. The Alan Lomax Collection (AFC 2004/004) contains related 
photographs and sound recordings. Other related collections include the Alan Lomax CBS Radio 
Series Collection (AFC 1939/002), the “Man-on-the-Street” Interviews Collection (AFC 1941/004), 
the Radio Research Project Manuscript Collection (AFC 1941/005), the Radio Research Project 
Recordings (AFC 1941/011), the “Dear Mr. President” Collection (AFC 1942/003).  

sound recordings 
The Lomax family began to publish sound recordings in 1942 and continued through the 
remainder of the 20th century, producing hundreds of issues primarily from the field work of Alan 
and John Lomax. The output is described fully through the Alan Lomax Discography. A significant 
body of related manuscript material includes notes, research documents, royalty statements and 
other financial documents, and correspondence. 
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writings 

This group contains published and unpublished writings. Included here are drafts and manuscripts 
related to books, articles, and plays written by the Lomax family, as well as writings that never came to 
fruition—ideas, drafts, sketches, thoughts, notes. Published writings are described fully in the document 
Published Material from the Lomax Family Collections. Manuscript groupings include: 

 

articles, published 

articles, unpublished 

books, published 

books, unpublished 

essays 

plays 

songs 
 

Selected unpublished materials include: 
folk manuscripts  
A number of manuscripts and transcripts written and gathered by Alan Lomax relate to folklore 
stories. They include TVA stories transcribed, such as "Bessie the Cow" and "Brother Trusty 
Learns to Read," as well as remembered and recounted stories told to Lomax, such as Michael 
Stubblefield’s telling of "Old Dad Whips the Bully of Missouri".  
 
Big Ballad Book, 1961–1991 
Under contract with Holt, Rinehart and Winston, with a deadline of September, 1963, Lomax 
began work on a collection of American folk songs with the help of Hedy West. Due to Lomax’s 
trip to the West Indies the process was suspended. Letters from 1966 from Hedy West suggest 
the project was still underway then. Many materials organized for this publication may relate to 
source material originally used for Folk Songs of North America. Organization of the materials is 
by geography, i.e. North, West, South, and Negro (eventually Black, then African-American, as 
the project progressed). Materials from 1991 suggest that another attempt was made to release 
the book through Pantheon under the name American Folk Songs. Page proofs are present from 
this era. There is some relationship between this proposed publication and Lomax’s work with 
performance style analysis, specifically Lomax’s work with phonotactics and geographical factor 
analysis. The sub-group includes correspondence, song transcriptions, sheet music, drafts, 
manuscripts, legal documents, and other research materials. 
 
The Bonny Bunch of Roses, 1951–1954 
About this proposed book Lomax writes, “this is to be an anthology of folk song and ballads from 
England, Scotland, Ireland and Wales, recently recorded from living singers in all parts of these 
islands by myself and [Seamus] Ennis, who is the principal authority on the music of the Gaelic 
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speakers of these islands. It will contain the words and music of two or three hundred songs, the 
number depending on cost problems. But beside the songs the anthology will have a 
commentary which will explain the songs and set forth the working of folk traditions of the 
islands, which for a folklorist are a bonny bunch of roses. The book takes its title from a ballad of 
the Napoleonic period, still current in Britain, American and Canada, in which Napoleon discusses 
his intention to pluck ‘the Bonny bunch of roses-o.’” Includes correspondence, song texts sent 
from contacts throughout the British Isles, drafts of manuscripts, and song transcripts. 
 
Big Rock Candy Mountain 
This was described as a Folk Musical Pantomime written by Alan Lomax and Yola Miller, 
performed at the Theatre Workshop, Theatre Royal, Stratford, and directed by Avis Bunnage. 
 
Eelsfoot 
This was a modern folk-musical by Alan Lomax, with dialogue by Ewan McColl and Alan Lomax 

10 


	case files
	As part of its partnership with the Library of Congress, the Association for Cultural Equity (ACE) has made an effort to contact all parties responsible for sound recordings and moving image materials contained in the Alan Lomax Collection (AFC 2004/0...
	collected materials
	This group contains ephemera such as flyers, brochures, and scholarly off prints.
	corporate activities
	This group relates to Alan Lomax’s Association for Cultural Equity (ACE), and to Bess Hawes’ work with the National Endowment for the Arts, San Fernando Valley State College, and the Festival of American Folklife. Document types include receipts, bank...
	administrative records
	financial records

	correspondence
	The bulk of this group documents John A. Lomax, Sr., and Alan Lomax activities during their Library of Congress tenure. Broadly, correspondence is found throughout the corpus, as there was little conscious effort to organize this document type in the ...
	field work
	The Lomax family worked “in the field” throughout the 20th century to document the expressive culture of many communities. Represented here are manuscripts related to these activities, including field notebooks, transcripts of interviews, corresponden...
	The field work manuscripts have been intellectually parsed into two categories; “field recordings”, made on location with portable equipment, and “recording sessions,” made in studios. The document Lomax Family Recordings, A Chronological Guide to Fie...
	field recordings
	recording sessions

	indexes
	The corpus contains approximately 16,000 sound recordings in the corpus. This group of manuscript is specifically associated with these recordings. Photocopies of tape boxes, correspondence, notes, liner notes, recording logs, coding sheets, and other...
	performance style
	The document Performance Style Manuscripts: A Guide describes this group of materials. Included are document types relating to Cantometrics, Choreometrics, Parlametrics, Phonotactics, Urban Strain, Rhythms of Earth, the Global Jukebox, and other perfo...
	administrative
	Cantometrics, analysis
	Cantometrics, coding
	Cantometrics, sources
	Cantometrics, teaching
	Choreometrics, analysis
	Choreometrics, coding
	Choreometrics, films
	Choreometrics, groundwork
	Choreometrics, sources
	data processing
	Global Jukebox
	groundwork
	lectures and conferences
	methodology
	Parlametrics, analysis
	Parlametrics, coding
	Parlametrics, groundwork
	Parlametrics, sources
	Parlametrics, training tapes
	Parlametrics, writings
	Phonotactics, analysis
	Phonotactics, coding
	Phonotactics, groundwork
	Phonotactics, sources
	presentation materials
	project interest
	studies
	Urban Strain, coding
	Urban Strain, discussions
	Urban Strain, groundwork
	Urban Strain, sources
	Urban Strain
	writings, published
	writings, unpublished

	personal
	Lomax family collections include materials of a reflexive nature. These are items that relate more closely to family members than to projects or activities in which they were engaged in their professional lives. Included here are biographical material...
	professional activities
	This group contains a body of loose and unconnected materials related to the Lomax family’s continuous work in folklore and cultural preservation. Woven throughout are efforts to vitalize cultural expression and equality for cultural communication. As...
	archives management
	contacts
	correspondence folders, 1933–1957
	correspondence folders, 1958–1987
	correspondence folders, 1988–2004
	grants
	lectures and conferences
	publicity
	project folders, 1933–1957
	project folders, 1958–1987
	project folders, 1987–1995

	projects
	These materials share similarity to “professional activities,” yet each heading represents specific projects undertaken by the Lomax family, and others, that typically yielded tangible outputs. Subgroups include:
	cultural preservation
	moving images
	performances
	radio programs
	sound recordings

	writings
	This group contains published and unpublished writings. Included here are drafts and manuscripts related to books, articles, and plays written by the Lomax family, as well as writings that never came to fruition—ideas, drafts, sketches, thoughts, note...
	articles, published
	articles, unpublished
	books, published
	books, unpublished
	essays
	plays
	songs

	Selected unpublished materials include:

