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TRADITIONAL LIFE AND 

WORK IN GEORGIA'S 

"WIREGRASS" REGION 

During the summer of 1977 the Cen
ter designed and carried out a field 
research project in South Central 
Georgia. Responding to a request from 
local organizations, the six-week field 
survey documented traditional life and 
work in an eight-county section of 
Georgia's "wire grass" region. Alan Jab
bour, Howard Marshall, and Carl 
Fleischhauer worked on the project, 
and four folklorists were contracted to 
serve as the c0re fieldworker team: 
William E. Lightfoot (Ohio State Uni
versity), Thomas A. Adler (Indiana 
University), Beverly J. Robinson (Uni
versity of Pennsylvania), and David H. 
Stanley (University of Texas). Marshall 
provided project design and coordi
nated the field effort together with 
Mrs. Syd Blackmarr, Director of the 
Arts Experiment Station at Abraham 
Baldwin Agricultural College in Tifton, 
the host institution for the Center 
researchers. 

The project was composed of four 
phases. Phase I provided for back
ground research and project planning 
at the Folklife Center. Phase II (July 
11-August 22) consisted of the field
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THE FIRST YEAR 

The signiflg of the American Folklife 
Preservation Act into Public Law 
94-201 by President Ford on January
2, 1976, marked the beginning of a
clearly articulated public policy with
regard to American folk culture.
Indirect support of folk cultural activi
ties over many years in various govern
mental agencies, as well as measures

taken in various states of the union 
through arts councils, parks and 
recreation departments, and the like, 
were to lead inevitably to a national 
policy that would strive to coordinate 
all efforts-regional, state, local-to 

husband America's folklife resources 
and to cherish and study the nation's 
folklore. 

The charge to the trustees of the 
American Folklife Center and to the 
Center's staff is clear enough: There is 
to be an outflow of information and 
help from the Center in the Library of 
Congress to every corner of the land, 
so that local initiative may be drawn 
upon for the launching of folklore col
lecting and archival programs, exhibits, 
media presentations, festivals, and 
other activities that will conserve 
American folklife and perpetuate and 
enhance the nation's common culture. 
Direct involvement of the staff of the 
Center with local communities and 
agencies-whether in small towns and 
hamlets or in ethnic and occupational 
communities in great cities-is a 
desideratum, so that assistance to the 
field can always be based on actual 
field experience gained in similar situa
tions elsewhere. The South-Central 
Georgia Folklife Project (1977) is a 
good example of the Center's early 
rural field studies, and the Chicago 
Ethnic Arts Project (1977) represents 
an experiment in a complex metropoli
tan field situation. The Center also 
provides, on loan for limited periods

_
of time, the use of media documen
tation equipment to qualified organi-
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DIRECTOR'S COLUMN 

The American Folklife Center 1s 
pleased to bring you the first edition 
of Folklife Center News. This quar
terly publication represents our effort 
to report to and communicate with 
our friends and colleagues concerned 
with American folklife. 

The News will present information 
on the activities at the Center, re
sources available at the Library of 
Congress, and views and attitudes of 
persons involved in the documenta
tion, preservation, and presentation of 
American folk culture. Our mailing list 
comes from many sources, and it is by 
no means complete. Additions to the 
list are welcome; send your reques·t to 
the. American Folklife Center, Library 
of Congress, Washington, D.C. 20540. 

"To preserve and present American 
folklife," the key phrase in the public 
law that established the American 
Folklife Center, offers a stirring man
date for the development of programs 
that touch and illuminate the varieties 
of folk cultural traditions in the 
United States. The Center will be, 
according to its legislation, neither a 
grant-giving agency nor simply an 

archive, but rather an operating agency 
committed to an active, varied pro
gram for the preservation and presen
tation of American folklife. 

In its initial year the Center has 
begun to implement that mandate 
with a variety of projects at the Li
brary of Congress and throughout the 
Nation. The Center's program has been 
arranged around three major goals for 
the field of folklife: coordinative lead
ership for the field, assistance to the 
field, and model projects in the field. 
These goals give focus to the program 
and help translate the Center's man
date into a coherent plan of action. 

The diverse folk cultural traditions 
of our country have indeed, as the 
American Folklife Preservation Act 
says, "contributed greatly to the cul
tural richness of the Nation and fos
tered a sense of individuality and 
identity among the American people." 
The American Folklife Center, 
through its programs to preserve and 
present American folklife, will foster 
that cultural richness. 

The staff of the American Folklife 
Center extend their warmest greetings 
for the Holiday Season. 

Alan Jabbour 

GEORGIA FOLK ART AND FOLKLIFE EXHIBITS AT LIBRARY 

"Missing Pieces," a major exhibition 
of Georgia folk art from 1770 to 
1976, and "Sketches of South Georgia 
Folklife," a photographic exhibit, will 
be featured at the Library of Congress 
during February and March 1977. 

"Missing Pieces" was organized by 
Anna Wadsworth Murray for the Geor
gia Council for the Arts and Humani
ties with assistance from the National 
Endowment for the Arts. The exhibit, 
containing paintings and objects lent 
by some 50 individuals and institu
tions, was on display this year in Geor
gia at the Atlanta Historical Society, 
the Telfair Academy of Arts and Sci
ences in Savannah, and the Columbus 
Museum of Arts and Crafts. The pro-

duct of in tensive research over a peri
od of two years, it is a fine example of 
the value of a thoughtfully organized 
statewide effort to locate and present 
folk cultural expression. 

"Sketches of South Georgia Folk
life" is an outgrowth of a six-week. 
field project organized by the Ameri
can Folklife Center this past summer 
in South Central Georgia. The photo
graphic exhibit is an overview and por
trait study of traditional life in the 
region. Photographs and text were 
developed by fieldworkers and Center 
staff. The Library hopes to make the 
"Sketches" exhibit available through 
its traveling exhibits program. 

BOARD OF TR US TEES 

David K. Voight, Washington, D.C., 
Chairman 

Raye Virginia Allen, Texas, Vice
Chairman 

Mary Berry, Assistant Secretary for 
Education, Department of Health, 
Education and Welfare 

Edward Bridge Danson, Arizona 
David E. Draper, California 
Forrest J. Gerard, Assistant Secre

tary-Indian Affairs, Department 
of the Interior 

Wayland D. Hand, California 
Alex P. Mercure, Assistant Secretary 

for Rural Development, Depart
ment of Agriculture 

St.John Terrell, New Jersey 
K. Ross Toole, Montana
William Whalen, Director, National

Park Service 
Don Yoder, Pennsylvania 

Ex officio members 

Daniel J. Boorstin, The Librarian of 
Congress 

S. Dillon Ripley, Secretary of the
Smithsonian Institution

Livingston L, Biddle, Chairman, Na
tional Endowment for the Arts 

Joseph D. Duffey, Chairman, Na
tional Endowm,ent for the Hu
manities 

Alan Jabbour, Director, American 
F o lklife Center 

2 FOLKLIFE CENTER NEWS 



PRESERVATION AND PRESENTATION OF TEXAS FOLKLIFE 

A conference on "Folk Culture in 
Texas: Preservation and Presentation" 
successfully brought together organiza
tions and individuals concerned with 
the nourishment and development of 
folk cultural resources in Texas. Held 
at the Institute of Texan Cultures in 
San Antonio on September 30 and 
October 1, 1977, the conference pro
vided an opportunity for members of 
federal, state, amd community organi
zations, professional folklorists, tradi
tional musicians and performers, and 
others involved in folklife activities to 
reflect on the folk cultural heritage of 
a major state and to share information 
and ideas on ways to cooperate in 
preserving Texas' rich traditions. The 
conference was sponsored by the Insti
tute of Texan Cultures of the Univer
sity of Texas at San Antonio, the 
Center for Intercultural Studies in 
Folklore and Ethnomusicology of the 
University of Texas at Austin, the 
Texas Folklore Society, ancf the Amer
ican Folklife Center. 

In her last public appearance as 
chairman of the National Endowment 
for the Arts, Nancy Hanks delivered 
the keynote adfiress on "Folk Arts and 
Public Programs." She was recognized 
and lauded by conference participants 
for her support of and assistance to 
the nation's folk arts. 

Conference sessions ranged from a 
discussion among folklife scholars of 
"Folklore Throughout the World" to 
talks from representatives of various 
federal agencies on national folklife 
programs and sessions on community 
programs in Texas where possibilities 
for cooperative efforts were discussed. 

Mrs. Raye Virginia Allen of Temple, 
Texas, a member of the Board of Trus
tees of the American Folklife Center, 
served as gene·ral chairperson and 
coordinator of the conference. She 
described the event as "highly success
ful," noting that . "the conference 
accomplished what we had hoped, in 
that it assembled people who had not 
known each other and linked together 

organizations that were unaware of the 
possibilities for working and cooperat
ing with each other. I've been 
approached by many conference par
ticipants requesting that we put on 
another event, including next time a 
more practical component, a nuts-and
bolts conference about the kinds of 
programs to plan and how to go about 
accomplishing our common goal of 
preserving folk culture in Texas." 

In addition to participating as panel
ists and speakers at the conference, 
American Folklife Center Board mem
bers met in San Antonio to discuss the 
Center's first year of operations. The 
Board received reports on ongoing pro
jects, proposals under consideration, 
and general policy and business mat
ters. Wayland Hand retired as first 
Chairman of the Board, to be suc
ceeded by David Voight, legislative 
representative of the National Federa
tion of Independent Business. Raye 
Virginia Allen succeeds Mr. Voight as 
Vice Chairman. 

Below: Nancy Hanks, former Chairman of the National Endowment for the Arts; Raye Virginia Allen, Conference Chairman; 
Richard Bauman, Director, Center for lntercultural Studies in Folklore and Ethnomusicology, University of Texas at Austin; 
Jack Maguire, Executive Director, Institute of Texan Cultures, University of Texas at San Antonio; David Voight, Chairman, 
American Folklife Center Board of Trustees; Francis Abernethy, Secretary-Editor, Texas Folklore Society. 
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WJREGRASS cont. 

research in Georgia. Phase III included 
a post-fieldwork conference for the 
team at the Library of Congress, dur-
ing which researchers delivered docu-
mentary materials, field notes, and 
critiques of the research phase and · 
helped plan a subsequent series of 
workshops in South Georgia. The 
workshops, conducted by Jabbour in 
October, reported on the project to 
local citizens and helped them_ begin 
planning further folklife programs and 
presentations in their locales. In Phase 
IV the Center will organize the mate-
rials and documents and prepare 
various publications for national distr!-
bution to both popular and scholarly 
audiences. 

The research phase saw the ethno-
graphic survey of the eight counties of 
South Georgia served by the Arts 
Experiment Station in Tifton, con-
ducted with extensive use of still 
photography, sound recordings, and 
videotape. Inventories include thou-
sands of still photographs (35mm 
color, black-and-white, and 2 1 / 4" 
color ), and hundreds of reel and cas-
sette tapes. Tape recordings were done 
with Sony cassette recorders and 

Nagra reel-to-reel recorders, in mono
and stereo. A booklet of photographs
edited by Marshall and Fleischhauer
(Sketches of South Georgia Folklife, 
32 pp., with text) was published by
the Library in October for distribution
at the Georgia workshops. Further
products of the work will include a
book of analytical essays by field-
workers (featuring architecture, f0od-
ways, story telling, gospel singing
conventions, and individual portraits),
and perhaps phonograph records. In 
addition, a photographic exhibit of 
project materials will be presented at 
the Library in conjunction with a 
Georgia folk art exhibit, "Missing 
P i e c e s: G e o r g ia F o l k  Arts ,
1770-1976," to open in February 
1978. The complete corpus of docu-
mentary materials will be housed at 
the Library of Congress, and a selec-
tion of materials will go to Abraham 
Baldwin Agricultural College for local 
archival and reference uses. 

The South-Central Georgia Folklife 
Project produced a useful record of 
the range of folk cultural manifesta-
tions that continue to thrive in the 
area, from vernacular architecture to 
children's games to agricultural prac-

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 

STATE FOLK CULTURAL 

PROGRAMS 

A conference on state folk cultural 
programs brought 17 representatives 
involved in state activities together for 
the first time at the Library of Con
gress on March 4 and 5, 1977. Cospon
sored by the Folklife Center and the 
Arts Endowment's Folk Arts Program, 
the gathering provided an opportunity 
for conferees to compare notes on pro
jects and programs in various states. 

In assessing the conference, Center 
Director Alan Jabbour said, "Folklore 
and folklife will benefit from a strong 
and versatile state-level network of 
people who can work with traditional 
culture in intimate, day-to-day fash
ion. I hope the conference will develop 
this decentralized network." 

tices and religious singing traditions. 
The Center considers the project an 
important experiment in team field 
research and in the use of folklife re
search to assist a region in developing 
local programming for the future. 

Fieldworker Dave Stanley talks with Allen Shellhorse durini a visit to his farm in Tift County. 
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CENTER'S FIRST 

CONFERENCE ON ETHNIC 

RECORDINGS IN AMERICA 

On January 24-26, 1977, the Center 
sponsored a conference on "Ethnic 
Recordings in America: A Neglected 
Heritage," which included a series of 
lectures and seminars, a concert, and 
an exhibit. The confere'nce was de
signed to focus national attention on 
ethnic music and spok.!n'--word record
ings produced in the United States 
since the turn of the century. The 
recordings, drawn directly from vari
ous ethnic groups and sold directly 
back to them, have documented and 
reinforced the identities of ethnic cul
tures in the United States. Although 
they form a vast and important body 
of artistic expression, they have re
ceived virtually no attention from cul
tural institutions, researchers, and the 
general public. 

A series of roundtable and panel 
discussions brought together over 150 
record producers and distributors, 
recording artists, folklorists, private 
collectors, archivists and ethnic com
munity leaders. The conference 

provided an opportunity for represen
tatives of these groups to meet for the 
first time in order to share their 
mutual interest in ethnic recordings .. 
Their presentations stimulated lively 
discussions and suggestions for the 
future. The Center is now preparing a 
collection of essays on some' of the 
topics discussed at the conference. 

PUBLICATIONS CURRENTLY 

AVAILABLE 

Brochure-general information on 
the American Folklife Center. Avail
able upon request; 

Coe, Linda, ed. Folklife and the 
Federal Government: Activities, Re
sources, Funds and Services. Publica
tions of the American Folklife Center, 
no. 1. Washington, D.C.: Government 
Printing Office, 1978. 

Fleischhauer, Carl, and Marshall, 
Howard W., eds. Sketches of South 
Georgia Folklife. Publications of the 
American Folklife Center, no. 2. Wash
ington, D.C.: Information Office, 
Library of Congress, 1977. 32-page 

photo essay; $2.0 0. Georgia residents 
should purchase their copies from the
Arts Experiment Station, Abraham
Baldwin Agricultural College, Tifton,
GA 31794. 

 
 
 

BITS AND PIECES 

... Howard W. Marshall, Folklife 
Specialist at the Center, recently pub
lished as essay on the subject of folk
life museums in the United States. The 
paper, in JOURNAL OF AMERICAN 
FOLKLORE 90 (October-December 
1977) discusses the development of 
open-air living history museums which 
depict regional folklife and suggests a 
theoretical direction_ as these institu
tions continue to grow ... 
... Folklife Center staff participated 
in the annual meeting of the American 
Folklore Society in Detroit with a ses
sion entitled "Strategies for Team 
Research in American Folklife." The 
Session, chaired by Alan Jabbour, pre
sented reflections on the Center's first 
two field research projects, the Chi
cago Ethnic Arts Project and the 
South Central Georgia Folklife Pro
ject, both undertaken in 1977. 

Sketches of South Georgia Folklife 

Library of Congress 

Wash111glon 
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Ola Belle Reed, her son David, and husband Bud, performed at the last outdoor 
folk music concert of this season October 19. The American Folklife Center 
sponsored seven lunchtime concerts on the plaza of the Library of Congress from 
March through October featuring blues, Cajun, bluegrass, and other forms of 
traditional music. Plans are underway for continuing the outdoor concert series 
next year. 

A statue of Saint Rocco di Simbario is carried through the streets of Chicago's 
Bridgeport neighborhood. As the statue moves along the route of the annual 
parade , bills are pinned to ribbons draped around the figure and become contri
butions to an Italian society founded in Chicago in 1920. l'hoto by ]orias Dovydcnas 

CHICAGO'S ETHNIC 

COMMUNITIES AND THEIR 

ARTISTIC EXPRESSION 

A brief, but vivid glimpse into the 
richness of cultural life of Chicago's 
ethnic communities has come to Wash
ington in the form of numerous photo
graphs, tape recordings, and essays. 
The project that created them has 
added a valuable collection to the 
Library of Congress, but it may also 
have started some of the communities 
toward undertaking similar documen
tation of their own cultures. 

In February 1977, the Center 
started its Chicago Ethnic Arts Project, 
impetus for which was provided by a 
request from the Illinois Arts Council, 
a state agency, for assistance and guid
ance in developing a state-mandated 
program in "ethnic arts." The purpose 
of the project was to survey and assess 
living ethnic arts traditions in Chicago. 
A comprehensive report was made to 
the Illinois Arts Council which will 
assist them in planning long-range pro
gramming for ethnic arts and artists in 
the state. The project was designed 
and coordinated by Elena Bradunas of 
the Center staff, and included an on
location coordinator, Greta Swenson, 
and a Chicago-based photographer and 
media assistant, Jonas Dovydenas. 

In April, after two months of back
ground research, the field research 
phase of the project began in Chicago. 
The fieldwork was conducted by 14 
folklorists and cultural specialists 
representing expertise in several major 
ethnic and folk cultural traditions. 
From April 15 to July 15 each field
worker spent from one to three weeks 
in Chicago interviewing community 
leaders and documenting various eth
nic activities with ex tensive use of 
photographs and sound recordings. 
Project workers also visited individual 
traditional artists, documented aspects 
of their work and life, and elicited 
their views on the state of their arts. 
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Mike Flately and Kevin Henry trade traditional Irish tunes as they wait their turn to. perform at the 1977 Mid-West Fleadh 
Cheoil. The annual festival of Irish music was held at a high school on Chicago's South Side. Mr. Henry also sang ballads at 
the event. Photo by Jonas Dovydenas 

Over 20 ethnic groups were visited by 
the fieldworkers. 

Participants in the project include 
Peter Bartis, Chungrnoo Choi, Shifra 
Epstein, Philip George, Roberta Fiske, 
Antony Hellenberg, Susan Kalcik, 
Robert Klymasz, Jens Lund, Richard 
March, Elizabeth Mathias, Ralph Mel
calfe, Jr., Mick Moloney, and Beverly 
Robinson. Carl Fleischhauer of the 
Center staff provided supplementary 
photography. 

In addition to their daily logs, each 
fieldworker wrote a final report that 
assessed the folk arts of the commu
nity visited and described the cultural 
context within which they existed. 
These reports presenting the field
workers' observations and findings 
formed the basis of the final report to 
the Illinois Arts Council which was 
completed in November. The final 
report included an analysis of the arts 
traditions of Chicago's ethnic cultures 
and recommended procedures and 
strategies foe developing programs at 
the Illinois Arts Council. 

In October the Center carried the 
project a step further by initiating a 
series of meetings with representatives 

of eight ethnic groups in order to 
appraise the summer research project 
and discuss future community activi
ties to support ethnic folklife. The 
meetings led in turn to a round of 
weekend workshops within the com
munities which focused upon im
proved techniques and new approaches 
for community cultural preservation. 
The workshops provided an opportu
nity for many of the original field
workers to reacquaint themselves with 
informants who had become close and 
lasting friends. 

All resulting notes, documents, pho
tographs and field recordings are now 
housed at the American Folklife Cen
ter, where, after proper classification, 
they will become part of the Library's 
collections and will be available for use 
by researchers and interested organiza
tions. The current inventory of docu
mentary materials includes about 300 
hundred sound recordings, nearly 
1,000 black-and-white negatives, and 
about 300 color transparencies. The 
project yielded a significant body of 
documentation on urban ethnic com
munities and their artistic expression. 
It was also an experimental forum for 

the Center's goals of providing profes
sional assistance to state agencies and 
local communities concerned with 
folklife. 

AMERICAN FOLKLIFE 

"American Folklife" means 
the traditional expressive culture 
shared within the various groups 
in the United States: familial, 
ethnic, occupational, religious, 
regional. Expressive culture in
cludes a wide range of creative 
and symbolic forms such as 
custom, belief, technical skill, 
language, literature, art, architec
ture, music, play, dance, drama, 
ritual, pageantry, and handicraft. 
Generally, these expressions are 
learned orally, by imitiation, or 
in performance, and are main
tained or perpetuated without 
formal instruction or institu
tional direction. 

Public Law 94-201 
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zations and individual professional 
researchers. Such efforts as these lend 
ideas and assistance in order to encour
age and enlist local initiative. 

The second general provision of the 
American Folklife Preservation Act is 
the establishment of a national folklife 
center where the products of the coun
try's folk culture can be classified, 
researched, and archived, being thus 
made available for study and dissemi
nation. The folklife resources thus 
treasured run the gamut of the human 
mind and spirit-tales, legends, songs, 
games, folk speech, folk belief and cus
tom, folk medicine, dance, costume, 
pageantry, folk drama, the folk arts, 
and the artifacts of material culture 
generally. A precedent for the kind of 
research establishment ultimately envi
sioned for the Center is the Library of 
Congress' own Archive of Folk Song, 
one of the finest such research installa
tions in the world. 

The work at hand is great, to be 
sure, but the leadership of the House 
and the Senate has wisely created a 
Board of Trustees that well compre
hends the intent of the enabling legis
lation creating the Center, and which 

within its own membership has the 
vision and talent to see that the pro
gram is carried out and the various 
purposes and provisions of the Act 
properly served. Fields represented on 
the board are musicology, archaeol
ogy, anthropology, ethnomusicology, 
folk theater and pageantry, state and 
regional history, community cultural 
activity, federal relations, material cul
ture and ethnology, and comparative 
and historical folklore. The four Pres
identially appointed trustees have 
brought representation from govern
mental agencies that have long had 
programs in various aspects of Ameri
can folk culture. Ex officio participa
tion on the Board brings vast resources 
of great national institutions within 
the purview of the Center. The Librar
ian of Congress is, in fact, the execu
tive officer under whom the Director 
of the Center operates in carrying out 
the policies of the Board. The Chair
men of the National Endowment for 
the Humanities and the National 
Endowment for the Arts are also mem
bers and provide valuable counsel in 
matters of cultural policy and funding. 
The fifth ex officio member of the 

THE LIBRARY OF CONGRESS 

AMERICAN FOLKLIFE CENTER 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20540 

OFFICIAL BUSINESS 
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Board is the Director of the Center, 
Alan Jabbour, who brings to the Board 
and to the Center, in addition to his 
administrative experience, a broad 
knowledge of and expertise in the folk 
arts, Anglo-American folk song and 
balladry, American folk music, and 
medieval folk culture. 

The work of the Center is well 
underway, and the impact of its activi
ties is now being felt across the land. 
The success of its operations reflects 
the close rapport between the trustees 
and the staff, and the many services 
provided by the Library of Congress as 
a part of its sponsorship of the Center. 

An excellent start has already been 
made, and the orderly development of 
the Center is clearly charted. The trus
tees are determined that the objectives 
of the American Folklife Preservation 
Act continue to be carried out to the 
full intent of this landmark legislation. 

Wayland D. Hand 
Chairman, Board of Trustees 
((1976-77) 

American Folklife Center 
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